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Monday,  December  6,  1819. 
The  first  session  of  the   Sixteenth.  Congress, 
conformably  to  the  Constitution   of  the  United 
States,  commenced  this  day  at  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, and  the  Senate  assembled. 

present: 

David  L.  Morril  and  John  F.  Parrott, 
from  New  Hampshire. 

Prenti88  Mellen  and  Harrison  Gray  Otis, 
from  Massachusetts. 

James  Burrill,  junior,  and  William  Hunter, 
from  Rhode  Island,  and  Providence  Plantations. 

Isaac  Tichenor  and  William  A.  Palmer, 
from  Vermont. 

Samuel  W.  Dana  and  James  Lanman,  from 
Connecticut. 

Nathan  Sanford,  from  New  York. 

Mahlon  Dickerson  and  James  J.  Wilson, 
from  New  Jersey. 

Jonathan  Roberts  and  Walter  Lowrie, 
from  Pennsylvania. 

OUTERBRIDGE     HoRSEY     and    NICHOLAS     VaN 

Dyke,  from  Delaware. 

James  Barbour,  from  Virginia. 

Nathaniel  Macon,  from  North  Carolina. 

John  Gaillard  and  William  Smith,  from 
South  Carolina. 

John  Elliott,  from  Georgia. 

William  Loqan,  from  Kentucky. 

John  Williams  and  John  Henry  'Eaton, 
from  Tennessee. 

Benjamin  Ruogle.<?  and  William  A.  Trim- 
ble, from  Ohio. 

James  Brown,  from  Louisiana. 

James  Noble  and  Waller  Taylor,  from 
Indiana. 

Walter  Leake  and  Thomas  H.  Williams, 
from  Mississippi. 

Ninian  Edwards  and  Jesse  B.  Thomas,  from 
Illinois. 

James  Barboir,  President /jto fm;x>r<,  resumed 
the  Chair. 

James  Lanman,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  for  the 
term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth  day 


of  March  last ;  Nathaniel  Macon,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on 
the  fourth  day  of  March  last ;  John  Henry  Eaton, 
appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
01  Tennessee,  for  the  term  oi  two  years,  in  place 
of  Georoe  W.  Campbell,  resigned;  John  El- 
liott, appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Georgia,  for  the  term  oi  six  years, 
commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of  March  last; 
William  A.  Trimble,  appointed  a  Smator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  for  the  torn 
of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of 
March  last ;  James  Brown,  appointed  a  Senator 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth 
jday  of  March  last;  and  Ninian  Edwards,  ap- 
!  pointed  a  Senator  by  the  L^islature  of  the  State 
of  Illinois,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing 
on  the  fourth  day  of  March  last ;  respectively  pro- 
duced their  credentials,  were  quaUfied,  and  took 
their  seats  in  the  Senate. 

The  oath  was  also  administered  to  Mr.  Palmer, 
I  Mr.  Gaillard,  Mr.  Parrott.  Mr.  Lowrie,  and 
i  Mr.  Taylor  ;  their  credentials  having  been  filed 
during  the  last  session. 

,     William  Logan,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 

j  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  for  tUe  term 

;  of  six  years,  commencins  on  the  fourth  day  of 

j  March  last,  stated  that  he  nad  neglected  bringing 

his  credentials   with  him,  expecting  they  would 

be  forwarded  to  the  Senate  by  the  proper  authority 

,  of  the  State,  and  which  he  still  supposed  wcmld 

;  speedily  be  done  ;  whereupon  the  oath  prescribed 

by  law  was  administered  to  him,  and  he  took  his 

8eat  in  the  Senate. 

I  A  quorum  being  present,  and  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives  being  advised  thereof,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  business. 

The  usual  resolutions  respecting  furnishing  mem- 
bers with  newspapers,  dec.  were  adopted. 
I     A  resolution  was  also  passed  for  the  appointment 
i  of  a  Chaplain  to  the  Senate,  to  interchange  weekly 
;  with  the  Chaplain  for  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

A  Committee  of  Enrolled  Bills  was  ordered  to 
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be  appointed,  and  Mr.  Wilson  was  chosen  the 
committee  on  thc'ikrt  of  the  Senate. 

A  Committee  of  Accounts  was  appointed,  con- 
aiating  of  Messrs-  Roberts,  Bdrhill,  and  Leake. 

A  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills  was  appoint- 
ed, consisting  of  Messrs.  Mellk.n,  Dickerson, 
and  E1.L10TT.       ^ 

The  PREsiDEurf  laid  before  the  Senate  a  copy 
of  the  constitution  of  government  formed  by  tne 
people  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  which  was  refer- 
red to  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Wil- 
liams, of  Mississippi,  Brown,  and  Macon,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

On  motion  or  Mr.  Sanford, 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Senate  wear 
the  usual  mourning  for  thirty  days,  as  a  mark  of 
respect  to  the  memory  of  the  honorable  Ale.xan- 
DBR  C.  Hanson,  a  Senator  from  Maryland,  who 
has  decrased  since  the  last  session. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Horsey. 

Resdvtd,  That  Mountioy  Bayly,  Doorkeeper 
and  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate,  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  employ  one  assistant  and 
two  horses,  for  the  pjurpose  of  performing  such  ser- 
vices as  are  usually  required  by  the  Doorkeeper  of 
the  Senate,  which  expense  shall  be  paid  out  of  the 
contingent  fund. 

Mr.  Dickerson  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration,  which  was  read  : 

Buolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  members  be 
appointed,  who,  with  thr«e  members  of  the  House  of 
fieprrsentatives,  to  be  appoinU'd  by  that  House,  Khali 
have  the  drection  of  the  money  appropriated  to  the 
purchase  of  books  and  maps  for  the  use  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress. 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bprrill, 

Rewlved,  That  the  standing  committers  to  be 
appointed  by  the  jSenate  consist  of  five  mcmbt>rs 
each,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 
«.  Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mellen, 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  will,  on  Thursday 
fk"^*^'•^  o'clock,  proceed  to  the  appointment  of 
the  standing  committees  of  this  House. 

And,  after  appointing  a  committee  on  their  part 
to  wan  on  the  President  and  inform  him  that  the 
Senate  were  ready  to  receive  any  communication 
be  might  have  to  make,  the  Senate  adjourned 
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TuEdDAY,  December  7. 

«k^'.'k^"u"'>'''^P*''*"^'  ^'■^™  the  joint  committee, 
that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  that  the  President  informed   the 

TTif^Vif  w^*  ^^  '^^"''^  "^''^  a  communication 
to  the  two  Houses  this  day. 

oJ5?.M  ^Jf  °'''  ^"^  .notice,  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing  the 
transmitting  certain  documents  free  of  postage. 
Llr^T^'^^'Z^'"'  '^'  appointment  of7joint 
«^n<^  S°"""'^A**  "^^^  '^^'^  ^^^  ^o"d  time,  and 
considered  as  ,n  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  made,  it  was  retried  to 
Ih:SSrtC"'^^^'  ''  "^  engrossed  Sid  read 


PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  or  the  United  States  : 
FeUow-eilizens  of  the  Senate, 

and  of  the  House  of  Representatives.- 

The  public  buildings  being  advanced  to  a  sUge  to 
afford  accommodation  for  Congress,  I  ofler  you  my 
sincere  congratulations  on  the  recommencement  of 
your  duties  in  the  Capitol. 

In  bringing  to  view  the  incidenU  most  deserving 
attention,  which  have  occurred  sinceyour  last  session, 
I  regret  to  have  to  state,  that  several  of  our  principal 
cnies  have  suffered  by  sickness;  that  an  unusual  drought 
has  prevailed  in  the  .Middle  and  Western  Sutes;and 
that  a  derangement  has  been  felt  in  some  of  our 
moneyed  institutions,  which  has  proportionably  affec- 
ted their  credit.  I  am  happy,  however,  to  have  it  in 
my  power  to  assure  you  that  the  health  of  our  cities 
IS  now  completely  restored;  that  the  produc«<  of  the 
ytar,  though  less  abundant  than  usual,  will  not  only 
be  amply  sufficient  for  home  consumption,  but  afford 
a  large  surplus,  for  the  supply,  of  the  wanU  of  other 
nations;  and  that  the  derangement  in  the  circulating 
paper  medium,  by  being  left  to  thoRo  remedies  which 
Its  obvious  causes  suggested,  and  the  good  sense  and 
virtue  of  our  fellow-citirens  supplied,  has  diminished. 

«»ving  informed  Congress,  on   the  27th  of  Febru- 
ary last,  that  a  treaty  of  amity,  settlement,  and  limits, 
had  been  concluded,  in  this  city,  between  the  United 
Ststes  md  Spain,  and   ratified  by  the  competent  tu- 
thonties  of  the  former,  fall  confidence  was  entertained 
that  It  would  have   been   ratified  by  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty, with  equal  promptitude,  and  a  like  earnest  de- 
sire to  terminate,  on  the  conditions  of  that  treaty,  the 
differences  which  bad  so  long  existed  between  the  two 
countries.     Every  view,  which   the   subject  admitted 
of,    was    thought    to    have  justified   this    conclusion. 
Ureat  losses    kad  been  sustained   by  citizens  of  the 
United    States,    from    Spanish    cruisers,    more    than 
twenty  years  before,  which  had   not   been  redressed, 
rhese  losses  had  been  acknowledged  and  provided  for 
by  a   treaty,   »  far   back   as   the   year    1802,   which. 
•Ilhough  concluded  at  Madrid,  was  not  then  ratified 
by  the  Government  of  Spain,  nor  since,  until  the  last 
jear.  when  it  was  suspended  bv  the  late  treaty,  a  more 
•atisfactory  provision  to  both  parties,  as  was  presumed, 
having  been  made  for    them.     Other  differences  had 
arisen,  in  this  long  interval,  affecting  their  highest  in. 
teresU,  which  were  likewise  provided  for.  by  this  laat 
treaty.     The  treaty  itself  was  formed  on  greal  consid- 
eration,  and  a  thorough    knowledge    of  all    circum- 
stances, the  subject-matter  of  every  article  having  been 
lor  ycatj^   under  discussion,  and   repeated   referencee 
having  been  made,  by  the   .Minister  of  Spain,  to  hi« 
Government,  on    the    points   respecting   which    the 
greatest  diflcrence  of  opinion  prevailed.    It  was  formed 
by  a  Minister  duly  authoriwd  for  ihe  purpose,  who  bad 
represented  his  Government  in  the  United  States,  tod 
been  employed,  in   this    long  protracted    negotiaUon, 
several  years;  and  who,  it  is  not  denied,  kept  strictly 
within  the  letter  of  his   instructions.      The  faith   of 
.Spain  was  therefore  pledged,  under  circumstancea  of 
peculiar  force  and  solemnity,  for  its  ratification. 

•videVtfv   ''"'i^'i  ''^*.^°'^'l  States,  thi.  treaty  wa. 
•'idently  acceded  to  in  a  spirit  of  conciliation  and 

r„i  ?  l»«fore  ausUined,  and  now  again  acknowledged 
|,*nd  provided  for,  wa-  to  be  paid  by  them,  without  be- 
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coming  •  charge  on  the  treaaary  of  Spaint  For  terri- 
tory ceded  by  Spain,  other  territory  of  great  value, 
to  which  our  claim  was  believed  to  be  well  founded, 
'was  ceded  by  the  United  Suies,  and  in  •  quarter 
more  interesting  to  her.  This  cessiob  was,  neverthe- 
less, received,  as  the  means  of  indemnifying  our  citi- 
sena,  in  a  considerable  sum,  the  presumed  amount  of 
their  losses.  Other  considerations,  of  great  weight, 
urged  the  cession  of  this  territory  by  Spain.  It  was 
surrounded  by  the  territories  of  the  United  States,  on 
every  side,  except  on  that  of  the  ocean.  Spain  bad 
lost  her  aathorj^y  over  it,  and,  falliog  into  the  hands 
of  adventurers  connected  with  the  savages,  it  was 
made  tbe  means  of  unceasing  annoyance  and  injury 
to  our  Union,  in  many  of  it*  most  essential  interests. 
By  this  cession,  then,  Spain  ceded  a  territory,  in  re- 
ality, of  no  ^alue  to  her,  and  obtained  concessions  of 
the  highest  importance,  by  the  settlement  of  long 
atanding  diff<:rences  with  the  United  States,  affecting 
their  respective  claims  and  limits,  and  likewise  relieved 
herself  from  the  obligation  of  a  treaty,  relating  to  it, 
which  she  bad  failed  to  fulfil,  and  also  from  the  re- 
apoosibilily  incident  to  the  most  flagrant  and  perni- 
cious stiuses  uf  her  rights,  where  she  could  not  sup- 
port her  authority 


ratification  of  the  treaty,  by  His  Catholic  Majesty.  It 
is  alleged  by  the  Minister  of  Spain,  that  this  Govern- 
ment bad  attempted  to  alter  one  of  the  principal  arti- 
cles of  the  tresty,  by  a  dedsration,  which  the  Miaister 
of  the  United  Stpleshad  been  ordered  to  present  wbw 
be  should  deliver  the  ratification  by  his  GoTernment, 
in  exchange  for  that  of  Spain,  and  of  which  he  gave 
notice,  explanatory  of  the  sense  in  which  that  article 
was  understood.  It  is  further  alleged  that  this  Gov- 
ernment had  recently  tolerated  or  protected  an  expe- 
dition from  tbe  United  States,  against  tbe  province  of 
Texas.  These  two  imputed  acts  are  stated  as  the 
reasons  which  have  induced  Hia  Catholic  Majesty  to 
withhold  bis  ratification  from  the  treaty,  to  obtain  ex- 
planations, respecting  which,  it  is  repeated,  that  an 
Envoy  would  be  forthwith  despatched  to  the  United 
Sutes.  How  fsr  these  allegations  will  juatify  the 
conduct  of  the  Government  of  Spain,  will  appear,  on 
a  view  of  the  following  facts,  and  the  evidence  which 
supports  them. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  the  documents  trani:mitted  here- 
with, that  the  declaration  mentioned  relates  to  a  clause 
in  the  eighth  article,  concerning  certain  grants  of  land, 
recently  made  by  His  Catholic  Majesty  in  Florida, 
which,  it  was  understood,  had  conveyed  all  the  lands. 


It  being  known  that  the  treaty  was  formed   under  1  which,  till  then,  had   been  ungranted.     It  was  the  in 


these  circumstances,  not  a  doubt  was  entertained  that 
His  Ixalhulic  Msjt-siy  would  have  ratified  it  without 
delay.  I  legret  to  have  to  state,  that  this  reasonable 
expectation  has  been  disappointed^  that  the  treaty 
was  not  ratified  within  the  time  stipulated,  and  has 
not  fcince  btren  ratified.  As  it  is  important  that  the 
nature  and  character  of  this  unexpected  occurrence 
should  be  distinctly  understood,  I  think  it  my  duty  to 
communicate  to  you  all  the  facts  and  circumstances, 
in  my  {Mfscssion,  relating  to  it. 

Anxious  to  prevent  all  future  disagreement  with 
Spain,  by  giving  the  most  prompt  effect  to  the  treaty, 
which  had  been  thus  concluded,  and,  particularly,  by 
the  establishment  of  a  government  in  Florida,  which 
should  preserve  order  there,  tbe  Minister  of  the  United 
States,  who  had  been  recently  appointed  to  His  Ca- 
tholic Majesty,  and  to  whom  the  ratification,  by  his  .  , 
Government,  had  been  committed,   to   be  exchanged  I  °ther  act  alleged,  that  this  Government  had  tolerated 


tcntion  of  the  parties  to  annul  these  latter  grants,  snd 
that  elause  was  drawn  for  that  express  purpose,  and 
for  none  other.  The  date  of  these  grants  was  un- 
known, but  it  was  understood  to  be  posterior  to  that 
inserted  in  the  article.  Indeed,  it  roust  be  obvious  to 
all,  that,  if  that  provision  in  the  treaty  had  not  the 
effect  of  annulling  these  grants,  it  would  be  altogether 
nugatory.  Immediately  after  the  treaty  was  conclu- 
ded, and  ratified  by  this  Government,  an  intimation 
was  received  that  these  grants  were  of  anterior  date 
to  that  fixed  on  by  the  treaty,  and  that  they  would 
not,  of  course,  be  affected  by  it.  The  mere  possibility 
of  such  a  case,  so  inconsistent  with  the  intention  of 
the  parties,  and  the  meaning  of  tbe  article,  induced 
this  Government  to  demand  an  explanation  on  the 
subject,  which  waa  immediately  granted,  and  which 
corresponds  with  this  statement.     With  respect  to  the 


for  that  of  tjpain,  was  instructed  to  transmit  the  latter 
to  the  Department  of  State,  as  soon  as  obtained,  by  a 
public  ship,  subjected  to  his  order  for  the  purpose. 
Unexpected  delay  occurring  in  the  ratification,  by 
Spain,  he  requested  to  be  informed  of  the  cause.  It 
ras  alated,  111  reply,  that  the  great  importance  of  the 


or  protected  an  expedition  agninst  Texw,  it  is  utterly 
without  foundation.  Every  discountenance  has  inva- 
riably been  given  to  any  such  attempt  from  within  the 
limiu  of  the  United  Stales,  as  is  fully  evinced  by  the 
acts  of  the  Government,  and  the  proceedings  of  the 
courts.     There  being  cause,  however,  to  apprehend. 


Bubjec^  and  a  desire  to  obtain  explanations  on  cerUio  )  »"  the  course  of  the  last  Summer,  that  some  adventu- 
poinu,  which  were  not  siiecified,   had   produced  the  '  ""  entertained  views  of  the  kind  sug^«sud,  the  at 


delay,  and  that  an  Envoy  would  be  despatched  to  the 
United  tStates,  to  obtain  such  explanations  of  this 
Governcuent.  The  Minister  of  tbe  United  States 
offered  to  give  full  explanation  on  any  point  on  which 
it  might  t>e  desired ;  which  propoaal  was  declined. 
Having  communicated  this  result  to  the  Department 
of  8tate,  in  August  last,  be  was  instructed,  notwith- 


tention  of  the  constituted  authorities  i^  that  quarter 
was  immediately  drawn  to  them,  and  it  is  known  that 
the  project,  whatever  it  might  l>e,  has  utterly  failed. 

These  facU  will,  it  is  presumed,  satisfy  every  impar- 
tial mind  that  the  Government  of  Spain  had  no  justifi- 
able cause  for  declining  to  ratify  the  treaty.  A  treaty 
concluded  in  conformity  with  instructions,  is  obligato- 


atanding  the  disappointment  and  surprise  which  it  1  ry,  in   good  faith,  in  all  iu  stipulations,  according  to 


produced,  to  inlorm  the  Government  of  Spain,  that,  if 
the  treaty  should  be  ratified,  and  transmitted  here,  at 
any  time  before  the  meeting  of  Congress,  it  would  be 
received,  and  have  the  same  effect  as  if  it  had  been 
raufied  10  due  time.  This  order  was  executed ;  the 
authorised  communication  was  made  to  the  Govern 


the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  parties.  Each 
party  is  bound  to  ratify  it.  If  either  could  set  it  aside, 
without  the  consent  of  the  other,  there  would  be  no 
longer  sny  rules  sppiicable  to  such  transactions  be- . 
tween  nations.  By  this  proceeding,  the  Government 
of  Spain  has  rendered  to  the  United  States  a  new  and 


ment  of  Spam,  and  by  its  answer,  which  has  just  been^  very  serious  injury.  It  has  been  stated  that  a  Minis- 
received,  we  are  officially  made  acquainted,  for  the  ter  would  be  sent,  to  ask  certain  explanations  of  this 
first  time,  with  the  causes  which  have  prevented  the    Government.      But  if  such  were  desired,  why  were 
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. .  they  not  uktd  within  the  time  limited  for  the  rati£- 
•otion  1  I«  it  contemplated  to  open  a  new  negotiation 
reepecting  any  of  the  articles  or  conditions  of  the 
treaty  ?  If  that  were  done,  to  what  consequences 
might  it  not  lead  ?  At  what  time,  and  in  what  man- 
ner, would  a  new  negotiation  terminate  ?  By  this 
froceeding,  Spain  has  formed  a  relation  between  the 
two  countries  which  will  juatify  any  measures  on  the 
part  of  the  UniJed  States,  which  a  strong  sense  of  in- 
jury, and  a  proper  regard  for  the  righu  and  interesU 
•f  the  nation  may  dictate.     In  the  course  to  be  pur- 

.•aed,  theae  objecU  should  be  consUntly  held  in  view, 
and  have  their  due  weight.  Our  national  honor  must 
be  mainuined,  and  a  new  and  a  distinguished  proof 
be  afforded  of  that  regard  for  justice  and  moderation 
which  has  invariably  governed  the  councils  of  this 
free  people.  It  must  be  obvious  to  all,  that,  if  the 
United  State*  had  been  desirous  of  making  conquests, 
or  had  been  even  willing  to  aggrandiie  themselves  in 
that  way,  they  could  have  had  no  inducement  to  form 
this  treaty.     They  would  have  much  cause  for  gratu- 

lation  at  the  course  which  has  been  pursued  by  Spain. 

An   ample  field  for  ambition  is  opened  before  them. 

But  such  a  career  is  not  consistent  with  the  princi- 

plea  of  their  Government,  nor  the  interests  of  the 

nation. 

From  a  full  view  of  all  circumstances,  it  u  submit- 
ted to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  whether  it  will 
not  be  proper  for  the  United  Sutcs  to  carry  the  con- 
ditions of  the  treaty  into  effect,  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  It  had  been  raufied  by  Spain ;  claiming,  on  their 
part,  all  its  advantages,  and  yielding  to  Spain  those 
secured  to  her.  By  pursuing  this  course  we  shall 
rert  on  the  sacred  ground  of  right,  sanctioned,  in  the 
most  solemn  manner,  by  Spain  herself,  by  a  treaty 
which  she  was  bound  to  ratify,  for  refusing  to  do 
Which  she  must  incur  the  censure  of  other  nations 
even  those  most  friendly  to  her;  while,  by  confining 
ourselves  within  that  limit,  we  cannot  fail  to  obtain 
their  well  mented  approbation.  We  must  have  peace 
on  a  frontier  where  we  have  been  so  long  di»turl)ed  • 
our  citizens  must  be  indemnified  for  lo»se*  so  long 
since  susumed,  and  for  which  indemnity  has  been  so 
unjustly  withheld  from  them.  Accomplishing  Uiese 
great  objecU,  we  obtain  all  that  is  desirable. 

But  His  Cathdlic  Majesty  has  twice  declared  his 
determinaUon  to  send  a  Minister  to  the  United  States 
to  ask  explanations  on  certain  points,  and  to  give 
them  respecting  his  delay  to  ratify  the  treaty.  Shall 
we  act,  by  taking  the  ceded  territory,  and  proceeding 
to  execute  the  other  conditions  of  the  treaty,  before 
ttUB  Minister  arrives  and  is  heard  1  This  is  a  case 
Which  forms  a  Mrong  appeal  to  the  candor,  the  mag- 
nanitorty,  and  the  honor  of  thia  people.  Much  is  due 
to  courtesy  between  nations.  By  a  short  delay  we 
ahaU  low  nothmg;  for,  resting  on  the  ground  of  im- 
mutable truth  and  justice,  we  cannot  be  diverted  from 
our  purpose.  It  ought  to  be  presumed  that  the  ex- 
planations which  may  be  given  to  the  Minister  of 
Bpain  wUl  be  satisfactory,  and  produce  the  desired  re- 
^Li  L"^  «^««\ths  deUy,  for  the  purpose  men- 
Uoned,  being  a  further  manifesUtion  of  the  sincere 
dj«re  to  terminate  in  the  most  friendly  manner  all 
dilferences  with  Spain,  cannot  fkil  to  be  duly  appre- 
oaUd  by  a«  CaOiolic  Majesty,  as  well  a.  lyZlr 
rowers.     It  u  submitted,  therefore,  whether  it  will 

the  condiuons  of  the  treaty  into  eflbct,  should  it  bl 
adopted,  contingent;  to  suspend  iu  operaUon  upon 


the  re^nstbility  of  tJie  ExecuUve.  in  such  manner 
as  to  afford  an  opportunity  for  such  friendly  explana- 
tions, as  may  be  desired  during  the  present  session  of 
Congress. 

I  communicate  to  Coogrese  a  copy  of  the  Ueatv 
and  of  the  instructions  to  the  Minister  of  the  United 
Sutes  at  Madrid  respecting  it ;  of  hi.  correspondence 
with  the  Minister  of  Spain,  and  of  such  other  docu- 
ments as  may  be  neceaaary  to  gwe  a  full  view  of  the 
subject.  ' 

In  the  course  which  the  Spanish  Government  have 
on  thu  occasion,  thought  proper  to  pursue,  it  is  sat- 
isfactory to  know  that  they  have  not  been  counte- 
nanced by  any  other  European  Power.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  opinion  and  wishes,  both  of  France  and 
Great  Britain,  have  not  been  withheld,  either  from 
the  Lnited  States  or  from  Spain;  and  ha%e  been  un- 
equivocal  in  favor  of  the  ratification.  There  im  aUo 
reason  to  believe  that  the  sentimenU  of  the  imperul 
Government  of  Russia  have  been  the  same,  and  thai 
they  have  also  been  made  known  to  the  Cabinet  of 
Madnd. 

In  the  civil  war  listing  between  Spain  and  the 
Spanish  provinces  in  this  hemisphere,  the  greateat 
care  has  been  taken  to  enforce  the  laws  intended  to 
preserve  an  impartial  neutrality.  Our  porU  have  con- 
tinued  to  be  equally  open  to  both  partiVs,  and  on X 
same  conditions  ;  and  our  citizens  have  been  equallv 

ZT\  ^'"k  "''"'■«""8  i°  favor  of  either  to  thJ 
prejudice  of  the  other.  The  progress  of  the  w^ 
however  has  operated  manifestly  in  favor  of  the  colo-' 
men.  Buenos  Ayres  .t.ll  maintains  unshaken  the 
independence  which  it  declared  in  1816.  and  has  en 
joyed  since  1810.  Like  succe«  h«  ^Iso  laUU  a,' 
tended  ChUi,  and  the  provinces  north  of  the  La  PJat. 
bordering  on  it,  and  likewise  Venezuela. 

This  contest  has,;from  iU  commencement,  been  verv 

Z^T^S  'V  ^'^VJ'^"''  n«J  to   non;    mor  ^ 
than  to  the   Lmted  States.     A  virtuous  people  mar 
and  will,  confine  themselves  within  the  I  mit  of  strkt 

conflict  so  viulJy  important  to  their  neighbors,  without 
he  sensibihty  and  sympathy  which  nrturali;  belonc 
to  such  a  case.  It  has  been  the  steady  purpo'se  of  Z 
Goverament  to  prevent  that  feeling  leading  to  exceJl 
and  I  tis  very  gratifying  to  have  it  m  my  powe^o' 
state  that,  so  strong  has  been  the  «.nse  ihroufSout  the 
whole  community,  of  what  was  due  to  the  ZrncUr 
•nd  obligations  of  the  nation,  that  very  few  examnU. 
ofa  contrary  kind  have  occurred.  -^  *^  "*»?»» 
The  distance  of  the  colonics  from  the  pa^nt  country 

^tt  ^'^^  "•'"*  °^  '^''"  P«P"'«t«on -nd  resourS' 
gave  them  advantages  which  it  was  anticipoted  aTa 
'-sry  early  period,  it  would  be  difficult  fS  SpL  t^ 

'^rT:  T^"  '"'^"'^  consutency,  and  s'iccei 
*Uh  which  they  have  pursued  their  object,  m  eviS^' 
more  particularly  by  the  undisturbid  so^.re^SS 
which  Buenos  Ayres  has  «>  long  enjoyed  evidSTilJ 
guethem  a  strong  claim  to  the  favorabVcon^de«SoJ  . 
of  other  nauons.  These  sen.imenU,  on  the  J"  of 
the  Lnited  States,  have  not  been  withheld  from^  oLr 
Powers,  with  whom  it  is  de.ir.ble  to  .ct  in  "ncert 

of  Sni'^o'T."  '"l"*'"^  '"  '"^^  ''-■'^  th.t  the  eS 
of  Spain  to  subdue  these  provinces  wUI  be  fruiye«.  it 
may  be  presumed  that  the  Spanish  GoTeniS^  f 
will  give  up  the  contct.     In  producing  S.de^^, 

fnSrp"  "°°°;  "^  '^"'''•^  that  Ve  opi^it^o 
friendly  Powers,  who  have  Uken  no  p.rt  in  the  con 
troversy.  wUI  have  their  merited  influence. 
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It  is  of  the  highest  importance  to  our  national  char- 
acter, and  indispensable  to  the  morality  of  our  citizens, 
that  all  violations  of  our  neutrality  should  be  prevented. 
No  door  should  be  left  open  for  the  evasion  of  our 
laws;  no  opportunity  afforded  to  any  who  may  be  dis- 
posed to  take  advantage  of  it,  to  compromit  the  inter- 
est or  the  honor  of  the  nation.  It  is  submitted,  there- 
fore, to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  whether  it  may 
not  be  advisable  to  revise  the  laws,  with  a  view  to  this 
desirable  result. 

It  is  submitted,  also,  whether  it  may  not  be  proper 
to  designate,  by  law,  the  several  ports  or  places  along 
the  coast,  at  which,  only,  foreign  ships  of  war  and  pri- 
vateers may  be  admitted.  The  difficulty  of  sustaining 
the  regulations  of  our  commerce,  and  of  other  import- 
ant interests  from  abuse,  without  such  designation, 
furnishes  a  strong  motive  for  this  measure. 

At  the  time  of  the  negotiation  for  the  renewal  of 
the  commercial  convention,  Itetween  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  a  hope  had  been  entertained  that 
an  article  might  have  been  agreed  upon,  mutually  sat- 
isfactory to  both  countries,  regulating,  upon  principles 
of  justice  and  reciprocity,  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  the  British  possessions, 
as  well  in  the  West  Indies,  as  upon  the  continent  of 
North  America.  The  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  two 
Governments  not  having  been  able  to  come  to  an 
agreement  on  this  important  interest,  those  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  reserved  for  the  consideration  of  this  Gov- 
ernment the  proposals  which  had  been  presented  to 
them,  as  the  ultimate  offer  on  the  part  of  the  British 
Government,  and  which  they  were  not  authorized  to 
accept.  On  their  transmission  here,  they  were  ex- 
amined with  due  deliberation,  the  result  of  which  was 
a  new  effort  to  meet  the  viewr  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment. The  Minister  of  the  United  States  was  in- 
structed to  make  a  further  proposal,  which  has  not 
been  accepted.  It  was,  however,  declined  in  an  ami- 
cable manner.  I  recommend  to  the  consideration  of 
Congress,  whether  further  prohibitory  provisions  in 
the  laws  relating  to  this  intercourse  may  not  be  expe- 
dient. It  is  seen,  with  interest,  that,  although  it  has 
not  been  practicable,  as  yet,  to  agree  in  any  arrange- 
ment of  this  important  branch  of  their  commerce,  auch 
is  the  disposition  of  the  parties,  that  each  will  view 
any  regulations  which  the  other  may  make  respecting 
it,  in  the  most  friendly  hght. 

By  the  5lh  article  of  the  convention,  concluded  on 
the  20th  of  October,  1818,  it  was  stipulated  that  the 
difference  which  has  arisen  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments, with  regard  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
the  6th  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  in  relation  to 
the  carrying  away,  by  British  officers,  of  slaves  from 
the  United  States,  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications 
of  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  should  be  referred  to  the  dcci- 
•ion  of  some  friendly  Sovereign  or  State,  to  be  named 
for  that  purpoM.  I'he  Minister  of  the  United  States 
hu  been  instructed  to  name  to  the  British  Government 
a  foreign  Sovereign,  the  common  friend  to  both  parties, 
for  the  decision  of  this  question.  The  answer  of  that 
Government  to  the  proposal,  when  received,  will  in- 
dicate the  further  measures  to  be  pursued  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States. 

Although  the  pecuniary  embarrassments  which  af- 
fected various  parts  of  the  Union,  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  preceding  year,  have,  during  the  preMnt, 
been  considerably  augmented,  and  rtill  continue,  to 
exist,  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  to  the  30th  of 
September  last,  have  amounted  to  $19,000,000.    After 


defraying  .the  current  expenM.  of  the  GoTernment, 
including  the  interest  and  reimbursement  of  the  public 
debt,  payable  to  that  period,  amounting  to  $18,200,000, 
there  remained  in  the  Treasury,  on  that  day,  more 
than  $2,500,000,  which,  with  the  sums  receivable 
during  the  remainder  of  the  year,  will  exceed  the 
current  demands  upon  the  Treasury  for  the  same 
period. 

The  cauMs  which  have  tended  to  diminish  the  pub- 
lic receipts,  could  not  fail  to  have  a  corresponding 
effect  upon  the  revenue  which  has  accrued  upon  im- 
post.-and  tonnage  during  the  three  first  quarters  of 
the  present  year ;  it  is,  however,  ascertaincNd  that  the 
duties,  which  have  been  secured  during  that  period, 
exceed  $18,000,000,  and  those  of  the  whole  year  will 
probably  amount  to  $23,000,000. 

For  the  probable  receipts  of  the  next  year,  I  refer 
you  to  the  statements  which  will  be  transmitted  from 
the  Treasury,  which  will  enable  you  to  judge  whether 
further  provision  be  necenary. 

The  great  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  principal  ar- 
ticles of  domestic  growth,  which  has  occurred  during 
the  present  year,  and  the  consequent  fall  in  the  price 
of  labor,  apparently  so  favorable  to  the  success  of  do- 
mestic manufactures,  have  not  shielded  them  against 
other  causes  adverse  to  their  prosperity.  The  pecu- 
niary embarrassments  which  have  so  deeply  afllected 
the  commercial  interests  of  the  nation,  have  been  no 
less  adverse  to  our  manufacturing  establishment,  in 
several  sections  of  the  Union.  The  great  reduction  of 
ihe  currency,  which  the  bank,  have  been  constrained 
to  make,  in  order  to  continue  specie  payments,  and 
the  vitiated  character  of  it  where  such  reductions  hare 
not  been  attempted,  instead  of  placing  within  Uie 
reach  of  these  establishments  the  pecuniary  aid  neces- 
sary to  avail  tliemselves  of  the  advantages  resulting 
from  the  reduction  in  the  price,  of  the  raw  materials, 
and  of  labor,  have  compelled  the  banks  to  withdraw 
from  them  a  portion  of  the  capital  heretofore  advanced 
to  them.  That  aid,  which  has  been  refused  by  the 
banks,  has  not  been  obtained  from  other  sources, 
owing  to  the  loss  of  individual  confidence,  from  the 
frequent  failures  which  have  recently  occurred  in  M>me 
of  our  princi{>al  commercial  cities. 

An  additional  cause  for  the  depression  of  these  e.- 
tablishments  may  probably  be  found  in  the  pecuniary 
embarrassment,  which  have  recently  affected  thoM 
countries  with  which  our  commerce  has  been  princi- 
pally prosecuted. 

Their  manufactures,  for  the  want  of  a  ready  or 
profitable  market  at  home,  have  been  shipped  by  the 
manufacturers  to  the  United  States,  and,  in  many  in- 
stances, w>ld  at  a  price  below  their  current  value  at 
the  place  of  manufacture.  Although  this  practice 
may,  from  it.  nature,  be  considered  temporary  or  con- 
tingent, it  i.  not  on  that  account  less  injurious  in  it. 
effeeU.  Uniformity  in  the  demand  and  price  of  an 
article  is  highly  dewrable  to  the  domestic  manufac- 
turer. 

It  is  deemed  of  great  importance  to  give  encourage- 
men|t  to  oar  domestic  manufacturers.  In  what  man- 
ned the  evils  which  have  been  adverted  to  may  be 
remedied,  and  how  for  it  may  be  practicable,  in  other  , 
respects,  to  afford  Xo  them  further  encouragement, 
paying  due  regard  to  the  other  great  interest,  of  the 
nation,  i.  submitted  to  the  wiwiom  of  CongrcH. 

The  survey  oi  the  coast,  for  the  establishment  ef 
fortifications,  is  now  nearly  completed,  and  considera- 
ble progress  has  been  made  in  the  collection  of  mate- 


19 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


20 


Senate. 


Proceedings. 


tl 


December,  1819. 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


22 


ml«  for  th«  conrtraetJon  of  foittfcatioiM  in  the  Golf 

of  Meiico  and  in  the  CheMpeake  Bay.  The  works 
on  the  Eastern  bank  of  the  Potomac,  below  Aleian- 
dri«»  and  on  the  Pea  Patch  in  the  Delaware,  are  much 
advanced,  and  it  ia  expected  that  the  fortifications  at 
the  Narrows,  in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  will  l>e  com- 
pleted the  present  year.  To  derive  all  (he  advantages 
contemplated  from  the«e  fortification^  it  was  necessary 
that  they  should  be  judiciously  posted,  and  conistructed 
with  a  Yiew  to  permanence.  'Ihe  progrea^  hitherto, 
has  therefore  been  slow ;  but,  as  the  difficulties,  in 
parts  heretofore  the  least  explored  and  known,  are 
surmounted,  it  will  in  future  b«  more  rapid.  As  soon 
as  the  survey  of  the  coast  is  completed,  which  it  is  ex- 
pected will  i>e  done  early  in  the  next  Spring,  the  en- 
gineers employed  in  it  will  proceed  to  examine,  for 
like  purposes,  the  northern  and  northwestern  fron- 
tiers. 

The  Uoops,  intended  to  occupy  a  station  at  the 
mouth  of  the  St.  Peter's,  on  the  Mississippi,  have  es- 
'  Ubiished  themselves  there,  and  those  who  were  or- 
dered to  the  mouth  of  the  Y'ellow  Stone,  on  the  .Mis- 
toon,  have  ascended  that  river  to  the  Council  Bluff, 
where  they  will  remain  until  the  next  Spring,  when 
they  will  proceed  to  the  place  of  their  destination.  I 
have  the  satisfaction  to  stste,  that  thi*  measure  has 
been  executed  in  amity  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and 
that  It  promises  to  produce,  in  regard  to  them,  all  the 
advanUges  which  were  contemplated  by  it. 

Much  progress  has  likewise  been  made  in  the  con- 
struction of  ships-of-war,  and  in  the  collection  of  tim- 
ber and  other  materials  for  ship-bmlding.  It  i^,  not 
doubted  that  our  .Navy  will  soon  be  augmented  to  the 
number  and  p  aced,  in  all  respccU,  on  the  footing 
provided  for  by  law.  '' 

The  board,  consisting  of  engineers  and  naval  offi- 
cers, have  not  yet  made  their  final  report,  of  aites  for 
two  naval  depots,  as  instructed,  according  to  tho  reso- 
lutions of  March  18ih,  and  April  20th,  1818,  but  thev 
have  examined  the  coast  therein  designated,  and  their 
report  is  expected  in  the  next  month. 

For  the  protecuon  of  our  commerce  in  the  Medi- 
terranean ;  along  the  Southern  AtJanUc  co«it;  in  the 
Pac.hc  and  Indian  ocean ;  ,t  has  l,een  found  neces- 
sary to  mainuin  a  strong  naval  Ibrce,  which  it  seems 
proper  for  the  present  to  continue.  There  is  much 
rea«)n  to  believe  that,  if  any  portion  of  the  squadron 
heretofore  stationed  in  the  Mediterranean  should  be 
withdrawn,  our  intercourse  with  the  Powera  border- 
ing on  that  sea  would  be  much  interrupted,  if  not  al- 
together destroyed.  Such,  loo,  has  been  the  growth 
of  a  spint  01  piracy,  in  the  other  quarters  mentioned, 

fiJ^^li'^fl  '"'/'T  r"^  '^°"°''y'  •"  "buseof  the 
friendly  flag,  which  they  have  assumed,  that,  not  to 
protect  our  commerce  there,  would  be  to  abandon  it 
M  a  prey  to  their  rapacity.  Due  attention  has  like- 
wise been  paid  to  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade 
u.  compliance  with  a  law  of  the  last  session.  Order^ 
have  been  given  to  the  commander*  of  all  our  public 
«f  .'"  "i*^  *"  'i*-*'"*  »*v,gated  under  our  flag,  en- 
jagedm  that  trade,  „d  to  bring  them  in,  ,o  bf  pri 
ceeded  against,  in  the  manner  pre«rribed  by  that  law 
It  IS  hoped  that  these  vigorous  measure^fsupported 
by  Idte  acts  by  other  nations,  will  soon  t;rmmate  a 
commerce  so  disgraceful  to  the  civilized  world 

regret  I  have  to  aUte  the  loa^  which  baa  been  aui^ 
Umed  by  tlie  death  of  Commodore  P.„"     H.a  gd" 


lantry,  in  •  brilliant  explott,  in  the  lata  war.  added 
to  the  renown  of  his  country.  His  death  is  deplored 
as  a  national  misfortune.  , 

JAMES  MONROE. 
WisHiKoTOK,  Deumbrr  7,  1819. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
were  read,  and  three  thousand  copies  thereof  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  the  ur>e  vf  the  Senate. 


Wednehdav,  December  8.  ^   . 

Mr.  Sa.nford  submitted  the  following  motions 
for  consideration : 

Raolvtd,  That  mo  much  of  the  .Message  of  the  Pre*. 
ident  of  the  United  Stated  as  concerns  our  relations 
with  Spain,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foreiirn 
Relations.  * 

Resolved,    That  so   mudl  of   the   .Measage  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  finance 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Finance.  ' 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  manufactures, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pre»- 
idenl  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  violationa  of 
our  neutrality,  be  referred  to  tho  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  designa- 
tion of  particular  p<>rU  for  the  admission  of  foreign 
ships-of-war  and  privateers,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

I  ^t'^r"^?'  T.^"  •?  ™""'''  "^  *^*  Me-sage  of  the  Pre.- 
identof  the  United  States  as  relates  to-commercial 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  the  British 
possessions  in  the  West  Indies  and  in  North  Amer- 
ica, be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foreijrn  Re- 
lations. * 

Mr.  WiL«u.N  obtained  leave  u.  bring  in  a  bUI 
authorizing  the  transimss.on  of  certain  documents 
free  of  posUige,  and  the  bill  was  twice  read  bv 
unanimous  consent,  and  considered  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  VVhole;  and,  having  been  amended,  it 
wa.s  reported  to  the  House,  and,  the  amendment 
being  concurrr-d  in,  the  bili  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Mellen  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Con- 
vent.on  of  the  District  of  Maine,  praying' to  be 
admitted  into  the  Union,  as  a  se^LJ  Jd  Indt 
pendent  State,  on  the  footing  of  an  original  Stotc^ 
ogether  with  the  constitution  formed  in  conren 
lon  for  the  State  of  Maine  ;  which  were  seveX 
read,  and  res,)ectively  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  6th  instant,  to  inquire  whXr 

be  neces:>ary  for  admitting  the  Sutc  cf  Alabaml 
bnUr'^therw?^^  ^"'^^"^''  ^'^^  ^^'^"  '»^--".  ^y 
Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  commit- 
tee  appointed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  aTv 
what  legislative  measures  may  be  necessary  for  Ad- 
mitting the  State  of  Alabama'  into  the  Jmon  rt 
C     ?rrt»"^o»d«^'armg  the  admission  of' th^ 

^ZZ    "^'l^  '^^  'Jy  unanimous  consent,  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  made,  it  was  re^rted  to 
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the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time.  It  was  read  a  third  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  passed. 

The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint 
committee  on  the  arrangements  for  the  library  of 
Congress  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Dana  presented  the  petition  of  William  Van 
Duersen  and  George  Wolcott.  stirveyors  of  the  rev- 
enue for  different  districts  in  tne  State  of  Connecti- 
cut, praying  an  increase  of  compensation  for  their 
services,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition,  which 
was  read. 

Mr.  BuRKiLL  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Samuel  Ward. 

Mr.  Hunter  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Christopher  Fowler. 

Mr.  Mellen  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  establishing  a 
circuit  court  in  and  for  the  District  of  Maine. 


Thlrhday,  December  9. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Ward,  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Hunter  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  ChristopKer  Fowler,  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  pas.sed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  transmission  of  certain 
documents  free  of  postage,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gaillaro,  the  appointment 
of  the  standing  committees  of  the  Senate  was  post- 
poned until  Tuesday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  appointed  the  Rev.  Burgess  Allison 
Chaplain  on  tneir  part.  They  have  passed  a  reso- 
lution authorizing  the  transmission  of  certain  doc- 
uments by  mail  free  of  postage,  in  which  resolution 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  last-mentioned  resolution  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Morril,  the  Senate  proceed- 
ed to  the  appointment  of  a  Chaplain  on  their  part, 
and,  on  the  ballots  having  been  counted,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  Rev.  Reuben  Post  had  a  majority, 
and  was  elected. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
on  the  subject  of  the  establishment  of  a  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States, 
and  urging  the  expediency  of  providing  such  a 
system  ;  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday  morning. 


Monday,  December  13. 
Mr.  Brown  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
Thornton,  Superintendent  of  the  Patent  Office, 
praying  an  increase  of  his  present  compensation  ; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  a 
select  committee  to  consider  and  report  thereon, 
by  bill  or  otherwise.     And  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Rob- 


erts, and  Mr.  Macon,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  prepared  in  obedience 
to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  Trea- 
sury Department ;"  and  the  report  was  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Dickerhon,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  appointment  of  the  committee  on 
their  part,  to  join  the  committee  appointed  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  on  the  arrangements  of 
the  Library  of  Congress;  and  Mr.  Dickerson, 
Mr.  Hunter,  and  Mr.  Dana,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Mellen  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  authorizing  a 
subscription  for  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  volumes 
of  State  Papers. 

Mr.  DicKERRON  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
shoidd  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  resolution  propos- 
ing an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  a-s  it  respects  the  choice  of  Electors  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  election 
of  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Eaton  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  should 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mat- 
thew Barrow. 


TuEBDAv,  December  14. 

Jameh  Pleasants,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  to  supply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  John  W. 
Eppes,  produced  his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Roberts  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  authorizing 
the  purchase  of  a  certain  number  of  copies  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  published  by  John 
Binns. 

Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  petition  of  Lathrop 
Davis,  of  Connecticut,  praying  an  increase  of  pen- 
sion ;  which  was  read. 

The  resolution  authorizing  th»'  transmission  of 
certain  documents  by  mail,  free  of  postage,  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in 
September  next. 

Mr.  Eaton  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  Barrow ;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Mellen  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  to  the  eleventh 
and  twelfth  volumes  of  State  Papers ;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading.  ^ 

Mr.  Dickerhon  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
introduce  a  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  it  respects 
the  choice  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  and  the  election  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States; 
and  the  resolution  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Eaton  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Rufdved,  That  a  committee  b«  appointed  to  tnqoire 
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Sl^of  S?    T^°^P'T''*'^«  ^y  '•"  f"^  the  relief 
uJw   ^^  °®""  '°*^  volunteer,  engaged  in  the 
Ute  Seminole  war  ..  may  have  lo.t  theif  hor««  .nd 
other  property  during  aaid  campaign. 

wJnU  ^^^^'^^^"^  communicated  the  memorial  of 
Matthew  Lyon,  of  EddjrviUe,  Kentucky,  praying 
compensation  for  certam  losse.  and  suffering  undef 
the  act  commonly  called  the  sedttv»i  ^w;  and  the 
memorial  was  read. 

.«J*r^*7^^^^f°«»'cethatto-morrowheshould 
»sk^«ve  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 

for'£^rra";ion:"'"'"^  '''   ^''"^'^'"^  -^^'- 

Risoived,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  irranie 

SSnat'eTnVthe  "I"  ^^'-^^^-^-Tbusine^Tn  X 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pres.dejit  of  the  United  States  • 
7b  /Ae  5ma/e  o/  Me  United  Staie3  ■ 

I  transmit  herewith  to  the  Senate  a  collection  of  the 

SeT^rihT'runttU'sttrh"'  '-'''^  """■  i 
.wour..  Which  h.^;;;:^nX.i'd^;:  ::mprn';e' 

with  the  reaolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  3d  March.  1817 

^  ^  JAMES  MONROE 

Washi.istojt,  December  7,  1819.  ''"^"«'- 


Pronedinffg. 


December,  1819. 


The  Me^sage  was  read. 

John  W.  Walker,  appointed  a  Senator  bv  tho 

Legislature  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  nrXed  his 

.    credentials,  was  qualiii.Hl,  and  took  hi^^fat  fn  the 

<?tiu  ^^"/^l  presented  the  petition  of  John 
StoiWart  and  others,  proprietors  of  a  new  and  ^m 
jroved  method  of  inanulhcturmg  screw^  of  w^e' 
praying  the  imposition  of  a  specific  dutv  or,    S 
importation  of  wood  screws;  a^  the 'plJlftio^n  wt 

On  motion  bv  Mr  Wiinnur  tk„ 
the  standing  coLm.ttjI'of  th^  Se/a^'e^LSl:' 
postponed  until  Thursday  next  ''^"^'^'^^^  *^"^»^" 
WnJ"  ^r".''=^  presented  the  petition  of  Conrad 
Si  and'orA""^;  "^  ElizaSth  Shallus  de 
S^T'hJI  ^^^^"^'■^^v  Eppele,  administrator  of 
t,inT,    ,    Z"''^^''*'"'  deceased,  prayina  that  a  cer 


i 


Wehnesday,  December  15 
*°J^t»e  took  his  seat  m  the  Senate  'J"*"""!, 

ofTpnrirs!  rnt!Se;  ^^r^-r?^  ^^ 


of  duties  on  hnports  and  tonnage,  passed  the  sec- 
ond day  of  March,  1799."  u  me  sec- 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  14th  instant,  for  the  appoinunent  of 
a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  eipediencv  of 
making  comoensation  to  tha^e  who  have  ^lo^f 
horses  and  otlier  nroperty  in  the  Seminole  war 
and,  hav.nsr  agreed  thereto,  Messrs.  Eaton    Ron' 

Mr'  r1  ^'°'^'  TT  ^P^'"^^  the  com'mhte^' 
Mr.  Roberts  asked  and  obtained  leavt  to  ^* 
trodure  a  bill  authorizing  the  purcha  fnf  f  "'" 
tain  number  of  copies  of  Vhe  oSatinn  /f  l  T" 
pendence,  publish^  by  Join  fiTnn  and le"^^^^ 
was  re^d,  and  passed  to  the  second  r^Sing       ^''' 

duJJ^a^bJirf^rVh^  et^f'^oVj^ot'^A^  '^ '"  TiT 
b.ll  j^s  read,  and  passed  to'ttsetn'i'r^SmV'' 

appointed^r^il'n.nmie''*"''  ^"'  ^'^^-^'  -- 
Wa!['  ??'RfT"'^*^  '^'  '"^™«^'«>  of  Thomas  B 

Sn^^y  trthoS^f^Xhte^rr '' 

ren^tle  ttd'tUr'  ''  '^^"^^  «—  was 
was  read  the  second  time  ^''^   ^^P^^" 

c^li^tSirTtr^a^^t^r''"^"''^^^^ 

the  choice  of  Electors  of  PrP^f'  "^^'.^  ''^l^^'' 
dent  of  the  United  Stipes  .n^Uh"'  ?"*^  ^"^*^  ^^^'• 
resentatives  in  the  Con^r'.i  If^K  ""'iT^'""  ^'^  '^'^I*- 
was  read  the  second  S  ''''  ^°"^*^  ^^'^^ 

to  a  seK comnLt-  Po'co^^^'^V'i.-^^  ^^--^ 
to  consider  anTe^o^l  he^r^'^-  and  IV  "T^"' 
ERsoN,  Trimble  Bna^l%  '  ^°"  ^'essrs.DicK- 
were  anp«inted\^^erm'/,,^''---^'  ^'^^  ^— • 

mo^:;rtro7rhe^s:i^a;'^  "^"°"^'  ->^  - 

any  ne;  i?a?i  which  I^Iir'T  ^"V"  '^^  U"'««  «f 
unfess  on  the  condition  S  th"7^''J  ^  ^^^^'»^' 
tion  of  slavery  therein  ho  V^ejurther  mtroduc- 
read.      .       "^'^ /'^"^"^  ^e  prohibited ;  which  wa. 


THtRSDAv,  December  ie.         "      - 

trcXcf  rb"r  totnll"'  °'r^'"^l'--'  ^°  in- 
on  the  20th  of  A^  18%  iT',  'H  ^''  P^^ 
plementary  to  an  art  InHH  ?'''"*  ^^"  ^^'  **"?- 
the  collection  of  dm  es  on  i^:^'"  '''  ^  '^^"^'^ 
Pa-ed  on  the  2d  day  o"  MarcTnL?"'^  ^S"  W^'" 

tee  appointed  to'revise  and  reS.rt  the'^''!  '^""^r^- 
Senate,  were  authorized  iTI>:!: s^^T.'Jj^'l 
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ments  to  those  rules  as  they  may  think  proper  to 
be  adopted. 

Mr.  Gaillard  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
President,  Directors,  and  Company,  of  the  Bank 
of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  pray- 
ing a  renewal  of  their  charter ;  and  the  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Coromittee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  memorial  of  James 
Wood,  of  Columbia  County,  in  the  State  of  Georgia, 
administrator  of  Captain  Edward  Wood,  of  the 
Georgia  line  of  contmenul  troops,  who  serred  to 
the  end  of  the  Revolutionary  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, praying  his  commutation  pay,  with  interest ; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  memorial  of  Bowie 
aiid  Kurtz  and  others,  of  Georgetown,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  praying  indemnity  for  the  loss 
of  the  ship  Allegany  and  cargo,  which  were  seized 
and  condemned  at  Gibraltar,  by  the  enemy,  whilst 
Uie  ship  was  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United 
Sutes ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Potomac, 
of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  pray- 
ing an  extension  of  their  charter ;  and  the  memo- 
rial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Dickerson  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Kaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  b«  in- 
ttmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ao  far  alter- 
ing the  lawt  for  appointing  collectora  of  the  cuatoma 
of  the  United  8ut««,  district  attorneya  of  the  United 
State*,  and  recei  vera  of  public  moncya  for  lands  of  the 
United  Sutea,  surreyora  of  the  public  lands,  registers, 
and  such  other  officers  as  they  may  think  proper,  aa 
to  have  those  officers  respectively  appointed  for  limited 
perioda,  subject  to  removal  as  heretofore. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Ward  was  road 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Christopher  Fowler, 
was  rt>ad  the  second  lime,  and  referred  to  the  same 
committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lanman,  the  petition  of  La- 
throp  Davis,  of  Connecticut,  praying  an  increase 
of  pension,  presented  on  the  14th  instant,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Eaton,  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Matthew  Barrow  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana,  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Van  Deursen  and  George  Wolcott,  surveyors 
of  the  revenue,  praying  an  increase  of  compensa- 
tiouj^resented  on  the  8th  instant,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  cf  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  MoRRiL  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Retolved.  That  the  Committee  on  Penfions  be 
directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reviving 
the  eet  of  1806,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  per- 
aona  who  were   disabled  by  known  wounds  received 


in  the  Revolntionary  war,"  which  expired  at  the  ekm 

of  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  consider  and  report  upon  such 
subjects  as  may  be  referred  to  them  relating  to  the 
public  buildings  and  that  said  committee  ascer- 
tam^  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  whether  con- 
venient accommodations  can  be  had  in  the  north 
wing  of  the  Capitol  for  the  Committees  and  Sec- 
retary's office  of  the  Senate,  and  that  said  com- 
mittee have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordrred,  That  Messrs.  Robebtb,  Gaillard, 
Melle>i,  Buhrill,  and  Lanman,  be  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Mellen  presented  the  petition  of  Henry 
Rice,  of  Boston,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
praying  that  the  sums  paid  by  him  for  duties  on 
certain  goods  in  the  port  of  Castine,  which  were 
illegally  exacted  by  the  collector  of  the  customs 
for  the  district  of  Penobscot,  may  be  refunded, 
with  interest ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  i«- 
ferred  to  the  Conunittee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition  of  Jasper 
Parish,  of  Canandaigua,  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  praying  remuneration  for  iniuries  sustained 
by  him  in  consequence  of  a  part  ol  the  American 
Army,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General 
Smyth,  encamping  on  his  farm,  during  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain  ;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims, 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration : 

Retolted,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  what  provisions  are  necessary  to 
give  effect  to  the  laws  of  the  United  Sutes  within 
the  State  of  Alabama. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Agreeably  to  order,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
appointment  of  the  following  standing  committees: 

Committee  on  Foreign  Relations — Mr.  Brown,  Mr. 
Hunter,  Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Barbour,  and  Mr.  Walker, 
of  Georgia. 

Committee  on  Rnance— Mr.  Sanford,  Mr.  Macon, 
Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Eaton,  and  Mr.  Logan. 

Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manu/actmrts — Mr. 
Sanford,  Mr.  Dickerson,  Mr.  Horsey,  Mr.  Rug- 
gles,  and  Mr.  Burrill. 

Committee  on  Military  Afairs — Mr.  Williams,  of 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Trimble,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Tiche- 
nor,  and  Mr.  Elliott. 

Committee  on  the  Militia — Mr.  Noble,  Mr.  Stokes, 
Mr.  Tichenor,  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  and  Mr. 
Lanman. 

Committee  on  Naval  Afairt— Mr.  Pleasants,  Mr. 
Parrott,  Mr.  GaUlard,  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama, 
and  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi. 

Committee  on  Public  Lands — Mr.  Williams,  of 
Mississippi,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Thomas,  Mr.  Lowrie, 
and  Mr.  Hunter. 

Committee  of  Claim* — Mr.  Roberts,  Mr.  Wilson, 
Mr.  Moml,  Mr.  Ruggles,  and  Mr.  Van  Dyke. 

Committee  on  theJtidiciaty — Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Leak^ 
Mr.  Burrill,  Mr.  Logan,  and  Mr.  Otis. 

ConmitUe  on  the  Pott  Office  and  Poet  Roads — Mr. 
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Wilson,  Mr.  Palmer,  Mr.  Edwards,  and  Mr.  Mel- 
len. 

CommitUe  on  Pensions— Mr.  Van  Dyke,  Mr.  Noble, 
Mr.  Elliott,  Mr.  Eaton,  and  Mr.  Wilson. 
^        Commiitet/or  the  District  of  Columt/ior-^T.  Hor:»ey, 
Mr.  Hunter,  Mr.  Pleasants,  Mr.  Lanman,  and  Mr. 
Otis. 

Mr.  RoBBRTs  presented  the  petition  of  Rebecca 
Hodgson,  widow  of  Joseph  Hodgson,  praying  pay- 
ment for  the  value  of  a  certain  house,  which  was 
consumed  by  fire  whilst  in  the  occupation  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  as  the  War 
Office,  in  the  City  of  Washington,  in  the  year 
J800,  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  whieh  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday  morning. 

MoNnAY,  December  20. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary A  flairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Matthew  Barrow,  reported  the  same  with- 
oot  amendment. 

Mr.  Wilson  presented  the  petition  of  James 
(ireene  <fc  C^,  owners  of  a  manufactory  of  cop- 

Jeras,  m  Venkont  township,  in  the  State  of  New 
ersey,  praying  the  protection  of  Congress,  by  lay- 
ing an  additional  duty  on  the  importation  of  cop- 
peras;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Lbake  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Htsiihed,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Land*  be 
in»trQcteiJ  lo  inquire  into  the  expt-diency  of  so  alter- 
iog  the  laws  concerning  tbe  snie  of  puMic  lanJa,  as 
to  (Jivide  the  seclion*  and  fractions  of  sections  into 
balfsjuarter  sections;  and,  «!».,,  wbrro  lands  have 
reverted  to  the  United  StHtt-s  for  n»n-|>aynient.  to 
direct  the  sale  thereof  again  at  public  auction.  u|>.>n 
the   same    terms   and    rondiiiona  of  «||  other   public 

•ales  ;  and,  also,  ihst,  from  mid  after  the •  dav  oJ 

.  credit  shall  not  be  given  on  sales  of  public  laud  ; 

but  tbe  same  shall  lie  sold  for  money  only. 

Mr.  Pleasants  presented  the  petition  of  the 
President  anirt)irector5  of  the  Farmers'  Bank  of 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying 
an  extension  of  their  charter;  and,  also,  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Union  Bank  of 
Alexandria,  in  said  District,  praying  that  the  caiv 
ital  of  the  Farmers'  Bank  ol  Alexandria  may  be 
ucreased,  so  as  to  include  their  capital,  and  make 
one  Bank,  to  be  denominated  the  Farmers'  Bank 
of  Alexandria;  and  the  petitions  were  severally 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Mellen  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  establishing  a  circuit  court  within  and 
for  the  district  of  Maine;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  request,  Mr.  Otis  was  excused  from  serving 
on  the  standing  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and 
also  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Sanforo,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
tnerceaad  Manufactures,  who  have  considered  the 
official  statements  which  have  been  hitherto  made 
of  the  comm?rce  of  the  Uoited  States  with  foreign 
eoontries,  and  the  provijions  which  are  requisite  | 


for  obtaining  complete  and  accurate  statistical  ac- 
counts of  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  made  a  report,  together  with  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  obtaining  accurate  statements  of  the  for- 
eign commerce  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  re- 
port and  bill  were  read,  and  the  bill  pa<«ed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  LowRiB  presented  the  petition  of  the  Dis- 
trict and  Circuit  Judge,  and  others,  praying  the 
times  of  holding  the  United  States'  Court  in  the 
Western  District  of  Pennsylvania  may  be  changed, 
as  stated  in  the  petition;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  16th  instant,  who  were  directed  to  ascertain 
whether  convenient  apartments  could  be  had  in 
the  north  wing  of  the  Capitol  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  committees  and  officers  of  the  Senate, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Tichenor  presented  the  memorial  of  Mark 
Richards,  of  the  Sute  of  Vermont,  praying  an 
allowance  of  interest  on  a  balance  that  was  due 
and  paid  him,  on  a  contract  with  the  Secretary  of 
VVar,  for  rations  furnished  during  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain,  as  stated  in  the  memorial; 
vrhich  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  San  ford  presented  the  petition  of  Eli  Hart, 
praying  compensation  for  property  destroyed  by 
the  enemy  during  the  late  war  with  (Jreat  Britain  ; 
and  the  petition  wa^i  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Mr.  La.i.ma.n  presented  the  petition  of  Oliver 
Champlin,  surveyor  of  New  London,  in  the  Sute 
of  Connecticut,  praying  an  increase  of  compensa- 
tion for  his  services ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and' 
Manufactures. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia  were  instructed  to  inquire 
whether  any  legal  provisions  be  necessary  to  pro- 
vide for  the  accommodation  of  the  courts  of  said 
District  in  Washington  county,  and  for  the  office 
of  the  clerk  of  that  court. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  16th  instant,  for  instruc\ing  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  what  provisions 
are  necessary  to  give  effect  to  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  within  the  State  of  Alabama ;  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  16th  instant,  for  directing  the  Com- 
rnittee  on  Pensions  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  reviving  the  act  of  1806,  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  persons  who  were  disabled  by  known 
wounds  received  in  the  Revolutionary  war,"  which 
expired  at  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress ; 
and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  16th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  altering  the  laws  for  appointing  certain 
officers ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  A.  Dix  was  read 
the  second  time  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Mihtary  Afiairs.  \, 
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The  bili  authorizing  the  purchase  of  a  certain  [  be  printed,  of  which  one  copy  should  be  furnished  to 
number  of  copies  of  the  Declaration  of  Indepen-  :  each  member  of  the  Fifteeotb  Congress,  and  the  ren- 
dence,  published  by  John  Binns,  was  read  the  sec-  I  doe  to  be  aubject  to  tbe  future  disposition  of  Congress, 
ond  time.  I  The  number  of  copies  sufRrient  lo  supply  tbe  mem- 

The  bill  lo  continue  in  force  the  act  passed  on  hereof  tbe  late Conj^ress  having  been  reserved  frr  that 
the  20th  of  April,  1818,  entitled  "An  act  supple-  '  purp**^.  the  remainder  are  now  deposited  at  tbe  De- 
mentary  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  regulate  the  '  P*rtment  of  Bute,  auhject  Lo  the  order  of  Congreaa. 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  I  ^'**  •Jooraents  mentioned  in  the  reaolution  of  the 
passed  the  2d  day  of  March,  1799,  was  read  the  !  '^'**  March,  1818,  are  in  the  process  of  publication. 


second  time  and  referred   to  the   Comcadttee  on 
Finance. 

The  Senate* resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing  a 
subscription  for  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  volumes 
of  State  Papers ;  and  the  bill  having  been  amend- 
ed, it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  the  amend- 
ments being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  PRESinENT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasu 
duties  and  direct  tax 
rejwrt  was  read 

Mr.  Roberts  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

hetolved,  1'bat  tbe  8ergeant-at-Arms  be,  and  be  is 
hereliy,  directed  to  sell  the  furniture  lately  in  the  oae 
of  tbe  Senate,  which  shall  be  found  no  longer  useful, 
fur  the  best  price  that  can  be  obtained  for  it,  and  to 
pay  tbe  proceeds  into  the  contingent  fund. 


MONHOE. 
DsciiiBBa  17,  1819. 

The  Message  was 

THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 

The  following  Message  was  also  receired  from 
the  President  or  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  .■  *" 

_...,. Some  doubt  being  entertained  respecting  the  tme 

isury,  relative  to  tlie  internal    '?'*"'  *"''  meaning  of  the  act  of  the  last  sesaioa,  en- 
,  required  by  law;  and  the  i  ^,^**^  "A" m*"*  '"  addition  to  the  acU  prohibiung  the 
''  I  alave  trade,    as  to  tbe  dutiea  of  the  agenU  to   be  ap- 

pointed on  the  coast  of  Africa,  I  think  it  proper  to  state 
tbe  interpretation  which  has  been  given  of  the  act,  and 
tbe  measures  adopted  to  carry  it  into  effect,  that  Con- 
greaa may,  should  it  be  deemed  advisable,  amend  the 
aame,  before  further  proceeding  is  had  under  it. 

7*he  obligation  to  instruct  the  commanders  of  all  our  ^ 
armed  vessel*  to  seize  and  bring  into  port  ail  ahips  or 
vessels  uf  the  United  States,  wheresoever  found,  having, 
on  board  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  peraon  of  color,  in 
violation  of  former  arts  for  tbe  suppression  of  tbe  slave 


PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 


motions  of  the  8th  instant,  and  agreed  thereto,  as  !  I^'*^^'  ^'"«  i™?*'"'''*-  "»*  eiecuted  without  delay.^ 
follows:  '  -»  »        [  Wo  seizures  have  yet  been  made,  but,  as  ihey  were 

Heavlred.  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pre- 


sident of  the  United  States  as  concerns  our  relstions 
with  Spain,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Reliitiofis. 

Krsolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pre- 
sident ot  the  United  Stales  as  relates  to  finance,  be 
referrt'il  to  tbe  Committee  of  Finance. 

Resolved,  Thai  so  much  of  the  Mesasge  of  tbe  Pre- 
aideiit  of  the  United  Siatt-s  as  relates  to  manufactures, 
be  referred  to  the  Comniiitee  of  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufacturfs.  ^ 

Ketolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  ofUie  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  viofationa  of 
oar  neutrality,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  tbe 
Judiciary. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  as  relatea  to  the  designation 
of  particular  pttru  for  the  admission  of  foreign  ships  of 
war  and  privsteers,  be  referred  to  tbe  CooimiUee  on 
Naval  Affiirs. 

Reto/ced,  Thst  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pre- 
cident  of  the  United  States  as  reUtea  to  commercial 
intercourse  between  tbe  UnitMj  Slates  and  the  British 
possevsiuns  i|i  the  West  Indies  and  in  North  America, 
be  referred  to  the  Commitlee  on  Foreign  Relaliona. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

lie/jre*eiilatives  of  the  United  States  : 

In  romplidnre  with  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the 
27th  March,  1816.  the  JournHls.  AcU,  and  Proceed- 
ings, of  Ills  Convention  which  formed  the  present 
Ci.nstitution  of  the  United  Staiei.  has  I  een  putilished. 
The  resolution  direcu  that  one  thousand  copies  should 


contemplated  by  the  law,  and  might  be  preaunied,  it 
seemed  proper  to  make  ihc  necessary  regulsliona,  ap- 
plicable to  8U(  h  seizures,  for  carrying  the  several  pro- 
visions of  the  act  into  effect 

it  is  enjoined  on  tbe  Ezecutive  to  cause  all  negroes, 
multttoe^,  or  persons  of  color,  who  may  be  taken  un- 
der the  act,  to  be  removed  to  Africa.  It  is  tbe  ubvioua 
import  of  tbe  law,  that  none  of  tbe  persons  thus  taken 
should  remain  within  the  United  States  ;  and  no  place, 
other  than  the  coast  of  Africa,  being  designated,  their 
removal  or  delivery,  whether  carried  from  the  United 
Sutes.or  landed  immediately  from  the  vessels  in  which 
they  were  taken,  was  supposed  to  be  confined  to  that 
coasL  No  settlement  oc  station  being  specified,  the 
whole  coaat  waa  ihuughl  to  be  left  open  fur  the  aeleo- 
tion  of  a  proper  place  at  which  the  per>ons  thus  taken 
should  be  delivered.  The  Executive  is  authorized  to 
appoint  one  or  more  agents,  residing  there,  to  receive 
such  persons;  and  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  are 
spproprialed  for  the  genersl  purposes  of  the  law. 

On  due  consideration  of  the  several  aeciions  of  the 
set,  and  of  its  humane  policy,  it  waa  Bup|K)sed  to  be 
the  intention  of  Congress  that  all  tbe  persona 'above 
described,  who  might  be  taken  under  it  and  landed  in 
Africa,  should  be  aided  in  their  return  to  their  former 
homes,  or  in  their  establishment  at  or  near  the  place 
where  landed.  Some  ahelter  and  food  would  be  na- 
cesaary  for  them  there,  as  soon  aa  landed,  let  their  sab* 
aequenl  disposition  be  what  it  might.  Shoi^d  they  be 
landed  without  such  provision  having  been  previuusly 
made,  they  might  perish.  It  waa  supposed,  by  the  aa- 
thority  given  to  the'  Executive  to  appoint  agenta  re- 
aiding  on  that  coast,  that  they  should  provide  such 
shelter  and  food,  and  perform  the  other  beneficent  and 
charitable  officea  contemplated  by  the  act.     The  oeaat 
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of  Africa  h^riag  been  little  explored,  and  no  penona 

reaidinf  there  who  poeie—ed  the  requisite  qaalilict- 

Uona  to  entitle  them  to  the  truit,  being  known  to  the 

Execative,  to  none  such  could  it  be  committed.     It 

was  bejiered  that  citiiene  only,  who  would  go  hence 

well  UMtmcted  in  the  views  of  their  Government,  and 

xealooa  to  give  them  effect,  would  be  competent  to  theve 

datiea,  and  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  law  to 

preclode  their  appointment.    It  waa  obvioua  that  the 

longer  tbcae  persons  should  be  deUined  in  the  United 

SUtes,  in  the  hands  of  the  marshal,  the  greater  would  j 

be  the  expense,  and  that  for  the  same  term  would  the  I 

main  purpose  of  the  law  be  suspended.     It  seemed, 

therefore,  to  be  iocaabent  on  me  to  make  the  neces-  i 

••17  arrangemenu  for  carrying  tbu  act  info  effect  in  ' 

Africa,  in  tune  to  meet  the  dehrrry  of  any  persons  i 

who  might  be  taken  by  the  public  vessels  and  landed  ! 

there  under  it. 

On  this  view  of  the  poHcy  and  sancUons  of  the  law, 
/  a'L         *^«<:i<ie<J  to  send  a  public  ship  to  the  roast 
of  Africa,  with  two  such  sgenU,  who  will  Uke  with 
thera  tools,  and  other  implements,  necessary  for  the 
purpose  above  mentioned.     To  each  of  these  agenU 
«  amall  salary  has  been  allowed— fifteen  hundred  dol- 
lan  to  the  prmcipai  and  twelve  hundred  to  the  other. 
All  our  public  agents  on  the  coast  of  Africa  receive 
•alanes  for  their  services,  and  it  was  understood  that 
none  of  our  ciUtens,  possessing  the  requisite  quaKfica- 
Uons,  would  accept  these  trusu,  by  which  they  would  I 
be  confined  to  parts  the  least  frequented  and  civilixed, 
without  a  reasonable  compensation.     Such  allowance,  ' 
therefore  seemed  to  be  indispensable  to  the  execuUon 
of  the  act.     It  u  intended  also  to  subject  a  portion  of 
ien??o  ■PP^°P"*'*J.  to  the  order  of  the  principal 

^  tJe  IL?*  '^?'^  "^^'^^  *^'*  '^^J-  amounUng 
in  the  whole,  including  the  salaries  of  the  agenU  for 
one  year,  to  rather  le«  than  one-third  of  the  appro- 
fl?n?°*^  fi^"*'  instruction,  will  be  given  to  these 
If^A,    ?*^°'°f'  "»  P'«i*«  terms,  their  duUes,  in  re- 
gard to  the  persons  thus  delivered  to  them;  the  dis- 
bUHK-ment  of  the  money  by  the  principal  agent;   and 
his  accounUbihty  for  the  same.     Thry  will  also  have 
power  to  select  the  most  suiuble  place,  on  the  coast 
01  Africa,  at  which  all  persons  who  may  be  taken 
under  this  act  shall   be  delivered  to  them,  with  an 
express  injunction  to  exercise  no  power  founded  on 
the  principle  of  colonixation,  or  other  power  than  that 
of  performing  the  benevolent  offices  above  recited   by 
the  permission  and  sancUon  of  the  existing  Govern- 
n!f*   "°!;"   '''^'^'^   they  may   establish   themselves. 
Orders  will  be  given  to  the  commander  of  the  public 
•hip  m  which  they  wUl  sail,  to  cruise  along  the  coast 

jtct%7tfe\cT"  ""P"'^*  ^^"^^  '"^  ^«  P"-'?"'  o^- 
D.C.K.X.  17,  ,819  '^•'^='  ^^^«0E- 
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the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Lornmittee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 
Mr.  BuRRiLL  presented  the  petition  of  Joseoh 


Aborn,  surveyor  of  the  port  of  Pawtuxet,  witlun 
net  of  Providence,  in  the  State  of  Rhode 


the  district 

,  ^     .-   —  -r: — » .•"  "'^  «Mi»c  ui  rvuoae 

Island,  praying  addiUona]  compensation   for  his 

service;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 

i  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufacture* 

Mr.  MoRRiL  presented  tfie  petition  of  Samuel 

.  F.  Hooker,  of  the  State  of  New  York,  praying  in- 

I  demnification  for  certain  property  captured  and 

condemned  by  the  enemy  during  the  late  war  with 

I  Ur^t  Bi-itain,  as  stated  in  the  petition  ;  which  was 

!  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
bamueJ  Ward,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  the  subiect  was  referred,  renorted  a  bill  for 
the  relief  ol  Eli  Hart ;  and  the  bi/l  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Hardeman,  of  Howard  county,  in   the  Missouri 

Jnll^Z'  P™I!°/  ^\^*  **''  *'"«  'o  «  <^^"ain  tract 
^ni  tK  '  **^"^  •«  the  netition,  may  be  perfected  : 
and  the  petition  was  rearf,  and  referred  toVhe  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Mellen  presented  the  petition  of  Caleb  B. 
Hall,  and  others,  of  Bucksport,  in  the  county  of 
Hancock,  State  of  Ma^chusetts,  and  also  thepe- 
tition  of  Jonathan  Stevens,  and  others,  of  Castine. 
in  said  State  praying  that  the  sums  paid  by  them 

resnectivplv  fnr   /><>r»o;r,   .!...;„..    T        "'  ^^cui 

be  Ti 


The  Message  was  read. 


Tuesday,  December  21. 

ni^fi  f/Tl"  P'^^'^ted  the  memorial  of  John 
DelafieJd,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  com 
pei^on  for  certam  loan  office  ceLlL^XZ 
tLa'a     l^^  '"  ^^«  memorial:  which  was 

il^nJi  A^l  presented  the  petition  of  David 
Haynes  and  others,  of  Massach[Iset^  praying  the 
estaUi^ment  of  a  certain  post  route  L  sutii  in 


-.  ,  •^'  *""}'"&  "*«»i  "If  suiiis  paid  Dv  them 
respectively  for  certam  duties,  may  U  refunded  • 
and  the  petitions  were  severally  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr  Noble  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration :  o  «  •«« 

R»oit>ed,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Land,  be 

instruc^d  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  conUnu! 

ing  in  force  the  act  entitled  "  AnVct  to  susoend   for  . 

.mited  time,  the  sale  or  forfeiture  oMandsTftSir; 

ofrrctlsl^!'"  ^'^™*""  thereon."  until  the'ar.: 

Mr.  Macox  presented  the  petition  qf  Benjamin 
Putney,  praying  relief  in  con^deration  of  h  s^ 
vices  in  the  Revolutionary  war;  and  the  ^l^^ 
was  rea^,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ss 

The  Senate  resumed   the  consideration  of  the 

rt^o^'plfc^  V°^!f  °^  '''  -structmgThe  Com! 
mittee  on  Pubhc  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  eine- 
dency  of  altering  the  laws  concerning  the  sde^f 
puWic  lands ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

1  he  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  th* 

TZ.V^'^'^'^  '""^'r^  fordirecting  the  slleof 
the  furniture  lately  m  the  use  of  the  Senate 
Whereupon,  on  motion. 

on^f  &il  rS'I  ^  ''^'"^  '°  '^^  Committee 

Zht  tnt  '  ^."^^'^T'?  "^P^"  ""^^^  disposition 
ought  to  be  made  of  the  furniture  lately  in\heu«e 

$^  \^?r^^^  ^'^^  "^o^  not  in  use. 
for  thp  Tf  ^"^^^j^^iP?  a  ^^ircuit  court  withm  and 
lor  the  district  of  Maine,  was  read  a  second  time 
and  refmed  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judicial 

Wholl  t^y^  'T"^'  *^'"  Committee  of'the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 


I 
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the  purchase  of  a  certain  number  of  copies  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  published  by  John 
Binns ;  and  the  two  first  blanks  having  been  filled, 
the  first  with  "  200,"  and  the  second  with  "  nine," 
the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House ;  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  ?" 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Matthew  Barrow ;  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  on  the  16th 
instant,  who  were  direcred  to  ascertain  whether 
convenient  apartments  cDuld  be  had  in  the  north 
wing  of  the  Capitolj  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
committees  and  officers  of  the  Senate ;  and  the 
same  having  been  agreed  to,  it  was 

Resolml,  That  the  prop-er  officers,  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible,  cause  the  enumerated  eight  rooms 
to  be  labelled,  and  furnished  accordingly. 

Mr.  HunteRj  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  pursuant  to  instructions,  reported 
a  bill  providing  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  the 
countv  of  Washington;  and  the  bill  was  twice 
read,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  no  amendment  hav- 
ing been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  ani  read  a  third  time. 
Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  presented  the  petition  ' 
of  Rebecca  C.  Appling,  sister  and  legal  represen-  j 
tative  of  the  late  Colonel  Daniel  Appling,  of  the  ; 
Army  of  the  United  States,  deceased,  praying  that 
provision  may  be  made  by  law,  allowing  the  legal 
representative  of  Colonel  Appling,  and  the  officers 
and  men  who  fought  under  him  in  the  battle  of 
Sandv  Creek,  the  amount  of  the  property  captured  ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  tdlhe  Com- 
mittee ol  Claims. 

Mr.  Sanforo  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Williamson,  representing  that  he  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,  and  now  in  indigence,  and 
praying  a  pension,  or  some  other  relief,  in  consid- 
eration of  his  services ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pension-;. 


>  I 


WEnNE8DAY,  December  22. 

William  R.  Kino,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  produced  his 
credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Hdnter  presented  the  petition  of  Walter 
Channing,  surviving  partner  of  the  house  of  Gibbs 
and  Channing,  of  Newport,  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  praying  restitution  of  a  certain  sum  paid 
by  them  for  duties  on  a  quantity  of  saltpetre,  im- 
ported in  the  ship  Mount  Hope,  on  the  3d  of  May, 
1803,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Oti.s  presented  the  petition  of  James  War- 
ren, of  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  w^ho  was  a  lieu- 
tenant of  marines  on  board  the  frigate  Alliance, 
belanging  to,  and  in  the  service  of,  the  United 
States,  commanded  by  Peter  Landais,  in  the  Rev- 
16th  Con.  1st  Sess.— 2 


olutionary  war,  praymg  remuneration,  in  lieu  of 
prize  money,  for  his  shares  of  certain  ships  cap- 
tured, as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Conmiittee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  0x19  presented  the  petition  Of  Samuel  G. 
Perkins,  and  others,  of  Massachusetts,  praying  re- 
dress for  an  outrage  committed  by  Henry  Chris^ 
tophe,  in  seizing  and  confiscating  a  large  amount 
of  property  in  the  ports  of  the  Island  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, under  his  dominion,  by  his  decree  of  the 
3d  of  January,  1811,  as  stated  in  the  petition; 
which  was  read,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  W1LLIA.M8,  of  Mississippi,  presented  the  me- 
niorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi, praying  the  establishment  of  a  port  of  entry 
at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Pearl  river  ;  and  also  the 
petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Green,  and  of  Jack- 
son countv,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  represent- 
ing that  the  mouth  of  the  Pascagoula  river  is  the 
most  suitable  place  for  a  port  of  entry  and  deliv- 
ery in  that  State,  and  praying  that  it  may  be 
designated  as  such  by  the  competent  authority ; 
and  the  memorial  and  petitions  were  severally  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Conomittee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  Sanporu  presented  the  memorial  of  Noah 
Brown,  and  others,  in  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the 
private  armed  brig  Warrior,  praying  that  they  may 
be  indemnified  from  loss,  in  consequence  of  the 
malconduct  of  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  of 
New  York,  to  whom  had  beert  paid,  by  the  order 
of  tliat  court,  the  proceeds  of  the  brig  Dundee, 
which  brig  had  been  libelled  and  condemned  as 
lawful  prize,  as  stated  in  the  memorial;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  21st  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  continuing  in  force  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  suspend,  for  a  lijmited  time,  the  sale 
or  forfeiture  of  lands  for  failure  in  completing  the 
payments  thereon,"  until  the  31st  of  March,  1822  j 
and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Eli  Hart  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  no  amendment  having  been 
made,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
W^hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Samuel  Ward;  and,  no  amendment  having 
been  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  Barrow 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  Circuit  Court  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  in 
the  county  of  Washington,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  for  the 
eleventh  and  twelfth  volumes  of  State  Papers 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  a  certain 
number  of  copies  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
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cnce,  published  by  John  Binns,  was  read  a  third 
timcj^and,  onmttion   by  Mr.  Mohril,  referred  to 

t*     n  ™'"^  for  the  District  of  Colombia. 

Mr.  Pa  lmer  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Ruohed,  Th»t  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 

Minufacture.  beinitructedtoinquife  into   the   ezpe- 

diency  of  silowing  importation.,  free  of  duty,  of  the 

rmw  stone  from  which  oil-stone,  .re  m.nuf«clared,  into 
toe  United  States. 

Mr.  WauAMs,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  MU.tary  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  A.  Dii,  reported  the 
same  without  amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Logan,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  memorial  of  Matthew  Lyon,  of  Eddyville 
Kentucky,  praying  compensation  for  certain  losse^ 
and  sufferings  under  the  act  commonly  called  the 
Sedition  Law^  presented  on  the  14th  instant,  be  re^  I 
twred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon.  j 

^U^'""^^^^    ^'      W.LL.AM8,    of   Mississippi,  j 

th.^     '  .^'^'L  't^  S^nat^  proceed  to  ascertain  ' 

A^  t!^  w",r^''^  '^^  '^^"«»o"  of  the  State  of 
Alabama  shall  be  inserted,  in  conformity  to  the 
resolution  of  the  14th  of  May,  1789,  and  as  the 
Constitution  requires.  .  «na  as  ine 

That  the  Secretary  put  into  the  ballot-box  three 
ffiT^'k  n  !?"'''  "^^'  °""i^red  1.  2,  3;  each  ^^n- 
shall'diir?V"LTuP^P"^'  '^'  Senator  who 
slnlrn  r^°-  ^'  '^^".^"  '"^"^"^  '°  'he  cla.ss  of 
?H  .r  S  ^^^''.'^^'^  °^  '^^^•'^^  ^'•"  ^^Pir^  on  the 
No  ->  K^  M  V^-^  ■'  '^'  ^''"^'^^  ^ho  shall  draw 
INo.   >,  shall  be  inserted  in  the  cla.ss  of  Senators  i 

182?^'n!lT  ^'""''''^  '''^r'^:  ""  '"^^  ^^  of  March, , 
1823,  and  the  Senator  who  shall  draw  No.  3  shal 
be  inserted  m  the  class  of  Senators  whose  term  of  i 
service  expires  on  the  3d  of  March,  1825 

Kv  w^  T"^"'  ^^"^  """™»>^rs  above  mentioned  were 
by  the  Secretary  rolled  up  and  put  into  the  te? 

tTe?U    '•  ^^T^'^"^  No.  2,  and^is  accordingly  of 
the  cla^  of  Senators  whose  terms  of  service  wU 

Sr  No"  '3^n'/  ^-^!i'.  ^«?3 ;  and  Mr.  Wa\k;'h' 
l\Z     k     '  ^^  '*  accordingly  of  the  class  of  Sen- 
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^nd'tTe  °>fl^  ^^^°^  Maine  Tnto^hruTi^n": 
and  .th^e  bill^aa  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 

for'Jonsid'.^Stirn  :" '"'"^  '""^  ^^"°"'"^  -''- 
Rexnlred    That  the  Committee  of  Claim,    be  in 

Humrr.  '^"•"nrnt  of  the   claim  of  Thomas 


^  Thirsday,  December  23. 

moTion  0^^227  in?tr^/^'  '^"^'^^^^^^n  of  the 
mitt^  nn  r!  'nstant  for  instructing  theCom- 
i^StoThe  exSr™"'%""f,  ^'^""'■actures^o  inquh^e 
if  dutv  of ^^1'"'''''  "'^  ^"r°^'"^  importations,  free 
ot  duty,  of  the  raw  stone  from  whicVo.l-stonw  a^ 


thtre"^"^^'"'"*'  *"^°  ^  ^°'^  ^^*"'  *****  ■«««^ 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  22d  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  by  law  for  the  settlement  of  the  claiiof 
1  nomas  Hunter ;  and  agreed  thereto 

Mr  xMacon  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration: 

Renh^,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciarr  be 

instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  prescrih- 

ing  bj  l.w  the  mode  of  qu.rtering  soidiera  during  war 

I  ui  the  bouse,  of  citixena.  when  the  public  exigcncie. 

may  make   it  neceaewy.  and  the  mode  by  which  pri- 

».te  property  may  be  taken    for  public  uae;  des.gnat. 

I  ing,   particularly,  by  whoa*  order,   property    may  b« 

i  ***'"• 'he  manner  of  aacertaining  iu  raJue,  and  tb« 

mode  by  which  the  owner  shall  rece.re,  with  the  least 

poMible  delay,  the  juat  compenwiion  for  the  .ame,  to 

which  he  1.  entitled  by  the  Con.titution  of  the  United 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Robert8,  the  Committee  of 
Uaims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Re- 
t)ecca  C.  Appling,  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof;  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Aflairs. 

The  Senate  reiumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill- for  the  relief 

?Llf°         ^'^ '   ''"•^  ^^^  f"^^"  consideration 
thereof  was  postpone  until  Monday  next. 

I       1  he  biU  declaring  the  consent  of  Conifres.s  to 

I  the  admi^Mon  of  the  State  of  Maine  into  thf  Union 

,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in 

,  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  the  bill  having  be^" 

amended    the   further  consideration   thereof  wa" 

F>ostDoned  until  Tuesday  next 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Ward  was  read 

a  third  time,  and  passed. 

rhjTJ'f  ^'"  ^''V^'  '"''"^  <E^  "art  was  reid  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr  Sa.nforo  presented  the  petition  of  Vincent 

urant,  praymg  compensation  for  property  destroyed 

^  the  enemy    during  the  late  wSr  With  Great 

oritain;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 

to  the  Committee  of  Claims.  reierrea 

'Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Darid 

Henly,  late  of  KnoxviUe,  TenneJTee,  praying  com 

^nsation  lor  a  number  of  arms  imp^e^ssed  in^to  the 

tTon    1 1  l^'  United  States,  as  stated  in  the  peU 

for'JonsTd";:fion:"'"'"^  ^'^  '^""""^  ^'^- 

.ut't^r.'^'  '*'•'"  '*'•  f^om-nittee  on  Pe„«on.  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pl.cin,  on 
the  pension  lut  William  G.  ^rria,  Jate  a  ^^  nd 
I'eutenanl  i„  the  corpa  of  United  8ute.  rJnJer^  . 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday  morning.       ' 


MoMOAV,  December  27. 
Iln'i^'I'l''  ^    ToMPKLN^,  Vice  President  of  the 

llTJ  ^T\  ^"u**  P^^'^l*"*  of  ^he  Senate    at- 
tended and  took  the  Chair.  ' 

EnwARo  LLovn,  appointed  a  Senator  bv  the 
Legmlature  of  the  StatJ  of  Maryland  to  conUnue 
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as  such  to  the  third  day  of  March,  1825,  produced 
hfs  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  he  took  his  seat. 
Henry  Johnson,  from  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
attended  this  day. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
I"*  ?^  instoat,  instructing  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pre- 
scribing by  law  the  mode  of  quartering  soldiers 
during  war  in  the  houses  of  citizens;  the  mode  by 
which  private  property  may  be  taken  for  public 
use,  and  by  whose  orders  it  may  be  taken;  the 
^manner  of  a^^certaining  its  value,  and  the  mode  by 
which  the  owner  shall  be  compensated ;  and  agreed 
thereto.  * 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
the  23d  instant,  instructing  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  placing 
William  G.  Servis,  late  a  second  lieutenant  of 
rangers,  on  the  pension  list ;  and  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
engrossed  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  for  the 
eleventh  and  twelve  volumes  of  State  Papers ;  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  A.  Dix;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  John  Winton,  of  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
stating  that  he  is  lawfully  entitled  to  two  tracts  of 
land,  one  lying  in  Hamilton,  and  the  other  in 
Roane  county,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  of  the 
use  and  (Mcupancy  of  which  he  has  been  deprived 
by  the  provisions  of  the  two  treaties  lately  made 
with  the  Cherokee  Indians,  and  praying  relief,  for 
reasons  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 'and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  Sarah  F.  Chotard,  praying  to  be  con- 
firmed in  her-d9tnr  to  two  tracts  of  land  lying  on 
the  Bayou  Sara,  near  Natchez ;  or  that  she  may 
be  permitted  to  locate  the  same  quantity  elsewhere 
of  equal  quality,  for  reasons  suted  in  the  petition ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Morril  presented  the  petition  of  Phineas 
Cole,  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  praying  a 
pension,  m  consideration  of  Revolutionary  suifl«-- 
ings  and  sacrifices;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

.Mr.  Mem.eji  presented  the  petition  of  John  Carl- 
ton and  Elisba  Douglass,  praying  pensions,  for 
reasons  stated  in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Walker^  of  Alabama,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Rhoda  Crawford,  praying  to  be  permitted 
to  change  her  entry  for  a  quarter  section  of  land  in 


Sbhais. 


1^  tbe  btate  of  Alabama,  for  reasons  stated  in  her 

petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Newton   and  others,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
manufacturers  of  corks,  praying  an    increase   of 
duty  on  imported  corks,  for  reasons  stated  in  the 


petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Coa- 
mittee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Otis  presented  the  memorial  of  a  number 
of  merchants  of  Boston,  and  other  towns  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  praying  the  passage  of  a 
bankrupt  act,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  memorial  j 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oa 
the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  Henry  In- 
graham,  surriving  partner  of  Nathaniel  Ingnbam 
«k  Son,  and  of  Robert  Hazlehurst  and  William 
Srniih,  jun.,  of  Charleston,  in  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  praying  to  be  released  from  the  payment 
of  a  certain  balance  due  the  United  States  by  the 
said  Nathaniel  Ingmham  d.  Son,  for  reasons  stated 
in  the  petiljoa ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance 

Mr.  Gaillaro  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Hightower,  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  pray- 
ing compensation  for  the  injury  done  to  his  negro 
man  whilst  affording  aid  in  extricating  a  stalled 
wagon  laden  with  ordnance  beJonging  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  the  Fall  of  1817,  for  reasons  stated 
in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Conomittee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  SANFoan  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
American  Society  of  the  city  of  New  York,  for 
the  encouragemeiit  of  don^estic  manufactures,  pray- 
ing that  the  credits  on  the  duties  accruing  on  im- 
ports may  be  abolished ;  that  a  duty  of  ten  per  ce^^ 
may  be  imposed  upon  all  foreign  and  domestic 
goods  sold  by  auction,  with  the  exception  of  farm- 
ing stock  and  utensils,  goods  sold  under  execution 
or  otherwise,  by  direction  of  courts  of  law ;  that 
the  importation  of  cotton  goods  may  be  restricted 
to  such  as  have  been  manufactured  from  the  raw 
material  grown  in  the  United  States,  by  increasing 
the  duties  on  all  cotton  of  foreign  growth ;  and 
that  such  alterations,  amendments,  and  increase  of 
the  tariff  may  be  made,  as  in  the  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress may  seem  meet;  and  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  memorial  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, presented  on  the  9th  instant,  was^  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Burrill,  from  the  committee  appointed  oa 
the  subject,  reported  the  existing  rules  tot  conduct- 
ing business  in  the  Senate,  with  alterations  and 
amendments,  which  were  read. 

Mr.  RoBERT»,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Christopher  Fowler,  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 


TcESOAY,  December  28. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  23d  instant,  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
placing  William  G.  Servis  on  the  pension  list,  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Christopher  Fowler 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
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Decemeeb,  1819. 


December,  1819. 


Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  declaring  the 
consent  of  Congress  to  the  admission  of  the  State 
of  Maine  into  tlie  Union ;  and  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  engrossed  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  for 
the  eleventh  and  twelfth  volumei.  of  State  Papers 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  A.  Dix,  and  no  amendment  having  been 
proposed,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Palmer  submitted  the .  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Retolted,  That  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and 
Poet  Roads  be  instracted  to  inquire  into  the  eipedi- 
ency  of  establishing  a  post  route  from  Montpelier  to 
DanTiile,  in  the  Sute  of  Vermont. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  submitted  the 
following  motion  for  consideration : 

Raolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and 
Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  esUblishing  a  post  route  from  Natchez,  in  the 
8ute  of  Mississippi,  by  the  way  of  Franklin,  Monti- 
cello,  Corington  Courthouse,  and  Winchester,  to  St 
Stephens,  in  .Mabama. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
FREsinENT  or  THE  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

lUpreaentativea  of  thr  United  Statu  : 

On  the  23d  of  February,  1803,  a  Message  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  was  transmitted  to 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  together  with  the  report  of 
tl^then  SecreUry  of  Sute.  Mr.  Madison,  upon  the 
caselif  the  Danish  brigantine  Henrick,  and  her  cargo, 
belonging  to  citizens  of  Hamburg,  recommending  the 
daim  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congreaa.  In 
February,  1806,  it  was  again  presented,  by  a  Message 
from  the  President,  to  the  consideration  of  Congress, 
but  has  not  since  been  definiUreiy  acted  upon. 

The  Minister  resident  from  Denmark,  and  the  Con- 
sul General  from  Hamburg,  having  recently  renewed 
applications  in  behalf  of  the  respective  owners  of  the 
fessel  and  cargo,  I  transmit  herewith  copies  of  their 
communications  for  the  further  consideration  of  the 
Legislature ;  upon  whose  files  all  the  documenU  re- 
lating to  the  claim  are  still' existing. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
DXCKMBKB  24,  1819. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  following  Message  was  also  received  from 
the  President  of  the  Umted  States: 

To  the  Senate  and  Hotue  of 

Jiepresentaiivet  of  the  United  States. ■ 
'^.  *  t'«n»mit  to  Congress  a  report  from  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Public  Buildings,  which,  with  the  accom- 
I»nying  documenU,  will  eihibit  the  present  state  of 
those  buildings,  and  the  expenditures  thereon,  during 
the  year  ending  she  30th  of  September  last. 

_  JAMES  MONROE. 

DxtiMBXB  34,  1819. 

The  Mes.sage  and  accompanying  documents 
were  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr.  Robeets,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 


to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Jasper  Par- 
rish,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution, 
that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his 
petition.     The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.^  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom 'was  referred  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Put- 
ney, made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution, 
that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  peti- 
tion.   The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Sanpord,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  who  have  paid 
duties  on  certain  goods  imported  into  Castine; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  DicKERso.N,  from  the  select  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  resolution  proposing  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  as  it  respects  the  choice  of  Electors  of  the 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  Sutes, 
and  the  election  of  RepresenUtives  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Logan  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration  : 

Resolved,  That,  as  the  content  and  happiness  of 
the  people  cannot  be  ezpected,  under  collisions,  and 
the  want  of  harmony  between  their  governments,  that, 
therefore,  the  CommitUe  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
stracted to  inquire  whether  provisions  may  not  be 
duly  made,  by  law,  for  the  removal,  from  any  State, 
of  the  branches  of  the  Bank  of  the  L'nited  Statea, 
upon  the  request  of  the  Legislature  of  such  Sute; 
except  during  those  periods  of  war,  when  the  public 
good  and  the  exigencies  of  the  nation  shall  otherwise 
require. 

Resolved^  That  said  committee  be  also  instructed 
to  inquire,  whether  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  cannot  be  so  amended,  as  that  any  cit- 
izen of  the  United  States  may  obuin  information 
from  the  Bank,  or  lU  branrhos,  of  the  amount  of  debu 
due,  or  which  shall  have  been  contracted  therein,  by 
any  person  or  persons  whaUoever,  either  as  principal 
or  endorser. 

.\nd  that,  in  order  more  effectually  to  guard  against 
the  partialities  and  favoritism  into  which  institutions 
of  the  kind  are  so  prone  to  run,  and  to  prevent,  in 
some  degree,  as  a  consequence  thereof,  sacrifices  of 
property,  and  the  seduction  of  civil  and  political  righU  ; 
Rejfoited,  That  the  said  committee  be  further  in- 
structed to  inquire,  whether  provision  cannot  be  regu- 
larly made  by  law,  for  requiring,  that,  from  and  after 

|°«   ^*7  of ,  the  proper  officers  of  those 

banks  shall  certify  to  this  Government  the  nam«* 
with  the  turns  of  all  persons  and  firms  indebted  in 
their  respective  banks,  where  the  amount  shall  exceed 

the  «um  of dollars,  and  the  duration  of  those 

debts  shall  have  been  for  a  greater  length  of  tisne 
than . 


Mr.  MoHRiL.  presented  the  in-tition  of  Josiah 
W  ard,  of  the  State  of  New  Hauipbhire,  praying 
a  pen.sion  for  Revolutionary  services,  and  the  peti- 
tion was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  Gaillaro  presented  the  petition  of  Archi- 
bald B.  Lord  and  others,  in  behalf  of  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  United  States  cutter  Boxer,  pray- 


Mia$ouri  Territory. 
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ing  that  one-fourth  of  the  proceeds  of  the  brig 
^  Diana,  and  her  cargo,  libelled  and  condemned  for 
a  violation  of  the  non-intereourse  law,  may  be 
distributed  among  them  ;  for  reasons  stated  in  the 
petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  Gaillaro  also  presented  the  memorial  of 
Jennings  O'Bannon,  of  South  Carolina,  praying 
reimbursement  of  certain  expenses  incurred  by 
him,  in  defending  a  suit  wrongfully  instituted 
against  him  by  the  United  States ;  and  the  me- 
morial was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  memorial  of  James 
Brown,  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  stating  that  he 
purchased  in  Philadelphia  a  number  of  German 
redemptioners,  for  a  term  of  years;  that,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  on  his  way  to  Tennessee,  he  was 
forcibly  dispossessed  of  said  servants  and  himself 
imprisoned  by  certain  individuals,  citizens  of  Ohio ; 
that  he  is  advised,  that  redress  for  such  injuries 
can  only  be  obtained  by  suits  at  law ;  and  believing 
the  prejudices  of  the  people  of  Ohio  have  been  so 
excited  against  him,  as  to  prevent  an  impartial 
administration  of  justice  in  that  State  in  his  case, 
he  prays  that  an  act  may  be  passed  by  Congress, 
changing  the  venue  to  Tennes.see,  or  an  adjoining 
Stale;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN  presented  the  petition  of  Ann 
Vreeland  and  others,  suniving  executors  of  Nich- 
olas Vreeland,  deceased,  praying  payment  for  a 
certificate  issued  in  1778,  to  the  deceased,  by  Ben- 
iamin  Thomnson,  Commissioner  for  the  State  of 
New  itrsey,  for  two  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars 
and  sixty-six  cents,  bearing  interest  from  1st  Jan- 
uary of  that  year,  which  was  accidentally  destroy- 
ed ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Otis  presented  the  memorial  of  the  mer- 
chants and  ship  owners  of  Boston,  praying  the 
.  adoption  of  measures  to  countervail  the  discrimi- 
*  Dating  duties  now  impased  by  certain  foreign 
nations  on  American  shipping  and  their  cargoes; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

And  on  motion  the  Senate  then  adjourned. 


Weo.nksoav,  December  29. 

The  Presioe.nt  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a  report 
of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  giving,  the  result  of 
sundry  essays  made  of  several  species  of  foreign 
-'  coins,  made  current  in  the  United  States,  by  an 
act  of  Congress ;  and  the  letter  and  report  were 
read. 

.Mr.  Bi  rrill  presented  the  memorial  of  the  cot- 
ton and  woollen  manufacturers  residing  in  Provi- 
dence and  its  vicinity,  praying  the  protection  of 
Congress ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Coiimiittee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition 
of  Jasper  Parrish,  and,  in  conformity  thereto,  the 
petitioner  had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 


Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Noah  Brown 
and  others,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  res- 
olution, that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw 
their  petition.  The  report  and  resolution  were 
read. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Rebecca  Hodg- 
son, made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution, 
that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  her 
petition.     The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  Joshua 
Nevill,  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  praying  to 
be  discharged  from  the  paynnent  of  certain  bonds, 
given  for  duties,  as  stated  in  the  petition,  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration^  of  the 
motion  of  the  28th  instant  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post 
route  from  Montpelier  to  Danville,  in  the  State  of 
Vermont,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  o(  the 
motion  of  the  28th  instant  for  instructing  the  same 
cornraittee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a  post  route  from  Natchez,  in  the  State  of 
Mis.sissippi,  by  the  way  of  Franklin,  Monticello, 
Covington  Courthouse,  and  Winchester,  to  St. 
Stephen^  in  Alabama,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  who  have 
paid  duties  on  certain  goods  imported  into  Cas- 
tine, was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Sanforo  presented  a  statement  of  trade 
between  the  port  of  New  York  and  the  island  of 
Bermuda,  for  one  year,  ending  the  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1819;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Conmiittee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  Senate  resimied,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wholcj  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Christopher  Fowler ;  and  the  same  having  been 
amended,  the  further  consideration  thereof  wa« 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Denton, 
Little,  &  Co.,  and  of  Harman  Hendrick,  of  New 
York ;"  and  also  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  William  McDonald,  administrator  of 
James  McDonald,  deceased,  late  captain  in  the 
Array  of  the  United  States ;"  in  which  bills  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and  sev- 
erally passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  A.  Dix  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


MISSOURI  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  S.MITH  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Missouri  Territory,  praying  to  be  admitted  into 
the  Union  as  a  separate  and  independent  State; 
and  the  memorial  \vas  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  memorial  is  as  follows : 
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To  ^e  bononible  the  Senate  and  Houae  of  Repreaen- 
tathrea  of  the  United  Btatea  of  America  in  Congreaa 
aaaembled  :  The  memopal  of  the  Legialative  Coancil 
and  Houae  of  Repreaentativea  of  the   Territory  of 
M iMoari,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  people  of 
aaid  Territory,  reapectfully  showeth  : 
That  their  Territory  containa  at  preaent  a  popula- 
tion little  abort  of  one  hundred  thouiand  aoula,  which 
ia  daily  increasing  with  a  rapidity  almoat  unexampled  ; 
that  their  territorial  limiu  are  too  exteaaive  to  admit 
<^  a  conTcnient,  proper,  and  equal  adminiatration  of 
Government ;  and  that  the  present  interest  and  ac- 
commodation, as  well  as  the  future  growth  and  proa- 
perity  of  their  country,  will  be  greatly  promoted  by  i 
the  following  division,  which  your  memorialisU  propose,  i 
to  the  end  that  the  people  may  be  authorized  by  law  ' 
to  form  a  constitution  and  establish  a  State  government  j 
within  the  following  limits  :  ! 

Beginning  at  a  point  in   the  middle  of  the  main  I 
channel   of  the   Mississippi    river,  at  the  thirty-sixth 
degree  of  north  latitude,  and  running  thence  in  a  direct 
line  to  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Black  river,  (a  branch  of 
White  river;)  thence  up  the  main  branch  of  White  j 
river,  in   the  middle  of  the  main   channel  thereof,  to  ' 
where  the  parallel  of  thirty-six  degree,  thirty  minutes 
north   laUlude  crosses  the  same;  thence,  with    tiMt 
parallel  of  latitude,  due  west,  to  a  point  from  which  a 
due  north  line  will  croas  the  Missouri  river  at  the 
mouth  of  Wolf  river ;  thence  due  north  to  a  point  due 
weat  of  the  mouth  of  Rock  river ;  thence  due  east  to 
the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  river  Mississ- 
ippi, opposite  the  mouth  of  Rock  river;  and  thence 
down  the  river  Mississippi,  in  the  middle  of  the  main 
channel  thereof,  to  the  place  of  beginning, 

Theae  are  limiU  to  which,  to  a  superficial  observer, 
glancing  over  the  chart  of  our  country,  would  seem  a 
litUe  unreasonable  and  extrav.gant,  but  which  a  slight 
attention  to  lU  geography  (or  more  properly  to  its  to- 
pography) will  be  sufficient  to  saUsfy  your  honorable 
body  are  not  only  proper,  but  necessary.  The  districts 
of  country  that  are  fertile  and  susceptible  of  settlement 
tre  small,  and  are  detached  and  separated  from  each 
other  at  great  distances  by  immense  plains  and  barren 

UK?'7  TK  ""V^'  '«*«  '"™''*"  ''"t«  "nd  ""in- 
habited. These  disunt  frontier  settlements,  thus  in- 
flated, must  ever  be  weak  and  powerless  in-them- 
aeives,  and  can  only  become  imporUnt  and  respectable 
by  bemg  anited ;  and  one  of  the  great  objects  your 
memorialute  have  in  view  is  the  formation  of  an  effec- 
tual barrier  for  the  future  against  Indian  incursions, 
by  pushing  forward  and  fostering  a  strong  settlement 
on  the  htUe  river  Platte  to  the  west,  and  on  the  Dea 
Moines  to  the  north. 

Your  memorialfc<u  are  free  to  declare,  and  are  happy 
m  declaring,  that  they  do  not  feel  the  neceasity  of  en- 
lorcing  their  wishes  by  an  elaborate  detail  of  the  bles- 
*^^'*'.»f'f-80»ernment,  or  a  particular  enumeration 
ot  the  nghu  and  immuniuea  guaranUed  to  them  by  the 
treaty  of  cession.  Your  memorialisU  feel  a  firm  con- 
fidence founded  on  the  wise  and  generous  policy 
Heretofore  pursued  by  your  honorable  body,  (and  to 
Wbich  they  owe  their  existence  as  a  portion  of  the 
fM«t  American  family,)  that  they  need  only  pray  to 
be  incorporated  into  the  Union,  and  to  show  that  it  is 
not  only  -  poesiWe,"  but  convenient  and  proper^(ac- 

Zt^.l  Ik  "^  P""''P'"'  ''^'^''  f*^""'  ConsC^^n,) 
.2.?  P«ycr  answered.  ' 

ridiats'miX  """^  f^i«'*n«'»  of  which  your  memo- 
naliats  might  complain,  and  complain  heavily,  too,  and 
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many  that  are  mueh   more  easily  felt  than  deacrib«d ; 
yet  most  of  them,  it  must  be  confessed,  are  inseparable 
from  the  form  of  government  under  which  they  livef 
and  none  of  them  have  been  impoaed  through  choiee 
by  the  General  Government ;  and  your  memorialist* 
can  feel  no  wish   or   motive  now  to  complain  of  old 
j  grievancea     they    have    long    borne    with    patiently ; 
cheered  with  the  hope  that  their  sufferings  must  aoori 
have  an  end,  they  would  choose  rather  to  forget  them. 
I  There  are,  however,  righta,  privileges,  and  immunitiea 
I  belonging  to  citizena  of  the  United  Sutea,  which  your 
I  memonahsU  would   proudly    claim,    to   which    they 
!  Mpire,  and    with   which    they    pray   to   be    invested. 
I  These,  they   fondly  believe,  ahoura  not,  and  will  not 
,  now,  be   regarded   by  your  honorable   body  as  mere 
I  mattera  of  grace  and  favor. 

I       And  though  the  enclosed  documenta  are  not  ao  aat- 
!  isfactory  as  your  memorialists  would  wish  to  have  for- 
I  w-arded,  they  may  still  serve  to  show  you  that  the  pop- 
ulaUon  included  within  the  counties  of  New  Madrid, 
Lawrence,  St,  Genevieve.  Cape  Girardeau,  Washin*- 
ton,  St.  Louis,  St.  Charies,  and  Howard,  (which  are 
within  the  above  limits,)  is   more   than  equal  to  the 
number  of  mhabiUnU  heretofore  required  by  the  lawa 
and   Constitution  of  the  United  Statea.  upon  fbe  ad- 
mission  of  any    new  Slate  into  the  Union  ;  and  that, 
whilst  every  thing  ia  hoped  for  from  the  Bpiril  of  a  gen- 
erous and  enlightened  policy,  much  might  have  been 
claimed  in  justice  on^he  faith  of  the  treaty  of  cession.    . 
feAVID  BARTON, 
Speaker  of  the  Hnuae  of  Representatives. 
BENJAMIN  EMMONS. 

President  of  the  Ugitlatite  Council. 
St.  Locis.  November  21,  1818. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  otiginal. 

D.  BARTON.  Speaker. 
BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr  Lo- 
gan, respecting  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  taken  up.  ' 

Mr.  Logan  observed  that  the  object  of  the  reso- 
lution was  to  brintr  before  the  Senate  the  consid- 
eration of  a  subject  of  ^reat  importance  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States.     It  was  not  his  pur-' 
pose  now  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  princi- 
ples embraced  by  the  resolution,  but  at  a  proper 
time  he  had  «o  doubt  he  should  be  able  to  sustain 
those  principles.     He  prwuraed  the  Senate  was 
not  prepared  to  yield  the  principle  that  one  body 
of  repre,entati yes  could  transfer  any  great  political 
rights  beyond  the  power  of  their  successors  to  touch 
In  reply  to  a  suggestion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  South 
Carolina,  that  the  inquiry  had  better  be  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  appointed  for  the  special  consid- 
eration of  the  resolution,  Mr.  L.  said  the  n^lution 
involved  a  great  Constitutional  question,  and  there- 
tore  he  had  thought  the  Judiciary  Committee  the 
most  proper  for  it ;  but  assented  to  the  wish  to  have 
the  reference  made   to  a  select  committee,  which 
course  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  stated  on  agreeing  to  the  res- 
olution as  thus  modified—         ^         »  «=• 

Mr.  Roberts  remarked  that  he  was  not  prepared 
tor  the  reference  of  this  inquiry  in  any  shape.  He 
knew  that  courtesy  induced  the  Senate  generally 
to  a.ssent  to  any  motion  for  inquiry ;  but,  in  this 
case,  he  questioned  if  it  was  not  of  a  nature  im- 
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proper  for  reference.  It  was  an  inquiry  to  affect 
property  vested  by  the  United  States,  and  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution  might  justify  an  impres- 
sion that  this  body  ^entertain^  the  opinion  that  it 
could  now  change  the  condition  of  that  property. 
He  was  not  prepared  at  present  to  act  on  such  a 
proposition,  and  moved  that  the  resolution  be  post- 
poned to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  WiLBON  also  expressed  his  wish  that  the 
consideration  of  the  subject  should  be  deferred  to 
the  day  proposed. 

The  motion  prevailed,  without  a  division. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  exhibiting  a  statement  of  mon- 
eys transferred  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  by 
authority  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  year  1819,  showing  also  their  application ;  and 
the  report  wa-s  read. 


THCReoAY,  December  30. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 
of  Benjamin  Putney;  and,  in  conformity  thereto, 
the  petitioner  had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

Tne  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 
of  Rebecca  Hodgson,  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  re>umed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  propos- 
ing an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted Suites,  as  it  respects  the  choice  of  Electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  election  of  Representatives  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dickerson,  the  further  con- 
sideration therwjf  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  tor,  Tuesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  certiiin  persons  who  have  paid  duties  on  certain 
goods  imported  into  Castiue,  and  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  memorial  of  a  number 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  residing  in  Mary- 
land, manufacturers  of  cotton  and  woollen  goods, 
praying  the  protection  of  Congress ;  and  the  me- 
morial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  and  Manufactures.  ; 

Mr.  San  FORD  presented  the  memorial  of  Ebe- 
nezer  Stevens  and  others,  praying  that  provision 
may  be  made  by  law  for  the  liquidation  and  settle- 
ment of  a  claim,  which  originated  in  two  contracts 
made  between  Robert  Morris,  Esq.  Superintendent 
•of  the  Finances  of  the  United  States,  and  certain 
persons,  associated  under  the  firm  of  Comfort  Sands 
d.  Co.,  and  Sands,  Livingston  &,  Co.,  for  supplying 
with  provisions,  for  a  certain  period,  the  troops  of 
the  United  States,  as  stated  in  the  memorial ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tenne-ssee,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration :  i 

Resolved,  That  tlie  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instructed  lo  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  | 


the  Sute  of  Tenneaaee  to  diapoae  of  the  vacant  kiid 

south  of  French   Broad   and  Holatein  rivers,  in  aaid 

:  State,  at  a  price  leas  than  two  doUara  per  acre. 

!      The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 

I  liam  McDonald,  administrator  of  James  McDonald, 

deceased,  late  captain  in  the  Army  of  the  United 

States,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 

the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Denton, 
Little,  &.  Co.,  and  of  Harman  Hendrick,  of  New 
York,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Cotnmittee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  A.  Dix,  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  arrange  and 
report  the  rules  for  conducting  business  in  the  Sen- 
ate, and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Christopher  Fowler;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Roberts,  it  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims-,  further  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 
The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday  morning. 


Monday,  Januarys,  1820. 
RicBARD  M.  Johnson,  appointed  a  Senator  hy 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  to  sup- 
ply the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  (Jf 
John  J.  Crittenden,  produced  his  credentials,  was 
:  qualified,  and  he  took  his  seal  in  the  Senate. 
I      Mr.  Stokes  presented  the  petition  of  Edward 
[  B.  Dudley  and  John  M.  Van  Cleef,  in  behalf  of 
themselves  and  the  master  and  owner  of  the  brig 
Sally,  of  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  praying 
relief  for  an  alleged  violation  of  the  laws  prohibit- 
ing  the   introduction  of  slaves  into  the  United 
States,  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ot  subject- 
ing the  cadets  in  the  United  States'  Military  Academy 
at  West  Point,  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war. 

A  message  frojn  the  House  of  RtpresentatiTes 
ill  formed  tho  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  year  1819;"  a  bill,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled 
'An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of 
the  clerks  in  the  dilferent  offices,  passed  the  twen- 
tieth of  April,  1818  ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  mak- 
ing a  partial  appropriation  for  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1820;"  a  bill,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  allowing  Sarah  Allen  the  bounty 
land  and  pay  which  would  have  been  due  to  her 
son  Samuel  Drew,  had  he  lived,  for  his  services  ms 
a  private  in  the  late  war;"  and,  also,  a  resolution 
for  the  further  distribution  of  the  Journal  of  the 
Convention  which  formed  the  Constitution  ^{  the 
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United  States;  in  which  bills  and  resolution  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  said  four  bills  and  resolution  were  read,  and 
severally  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  IVavy 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  181^,"  was  read 
the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  bill,  entitled  *•  An  act  making  a  partial  ap- 
propriation for  the  militarj'  service  of  trie  United 
States,  for  the  year  1820,"  was  read  the  second 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  entitletl  'An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  the  clerks  in  the  different  offices, 
passed  the  twentieth  of  April,  1818,"  was  read  the 
second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  allowinsr  Sarah  Allen 
the  bounty  land  and  pay  which  would  have  been 
due  to  her  son  Samuel  Drew,  had  he  lived,  for  his 
service  as  a  private  in  the  late  war,"  was  read  the 
second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  resolution  for  the  further  distribution  of  the 
Journal  of  the  Convention  which  formed  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  was  read  the  second 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition 
of  Rebecca  Hodgson,  and,  in  conformity  thereto, 
the  petitioner  had  leave  to  withdraw  her  petition. 

Tne  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Noah  Brown  and  others, 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motions  of  the  28th  ultimo,  respecting  the  Bank  of, 
the  United  States  and  the  Branches  thereof;  and  ! 
the   further   consideration  thereof  was  postponed  ' 
until  to-morrow.  ! 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  ! 
motion  of  the  30th  ultimo,  for  instructing  the  ! 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  '•  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  authorizing  the  State  of  Tenne.vsee  i 
to  dispose  of  the  vacant  land  south  of  French  I 
Broad  and  Holstein  Rivers,  in  said  State,  at  a 
price  less  than  two  dollars  per  acre,'  and  agreed  ' 
thereto.  | 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committer'  of  the  i 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  1 
of  certain  persons  who  have  paid  duties  on  certain  I 
goods  imported  into  Castine ;  and,  no  amendment 
having  been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time  ?" 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives  : 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a  '■ 
bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  admission  of  the  State 
of  Maine  into  the  Union,"  in  which  bill  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Pre.sident  communicated  a  report  of  the  I 


Secretary  of  the  Navy,  made  in  obedience  to  a  res- 
olution of  the  Senate  of  the  8th  of  February,  1819, 
on  the  rules,  regulations,  and  instructions,  for  the 
naval  service,  prepared  and  reported  under  the  au- 
thority of  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  7th  day  of 
February,  1815,  and  the  report  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  WiL.«0N,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Ann  Vreeland, 
and  others,  surviving  executors  of  Nicholas  Vree- 
land, deceased,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representa- 
tives of  Nicholas  Vreeland,  deceasixf ;  and  there- 
port  and  bill  were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

THE  SEDITION  LAW. 

Mr.  Logan  offered  a  resolution  to  request  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  laid 
before  the  Senate  any  evidence  in  the  Executive 
department  in  relation  to  judgments,  fines,  and 
payments,  under  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the 
punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  L^nited 
States,"  [commonly  called  the  sedition  law,]  and 
whether  in  any,  and  in  what  instance,  the  same 
have  been  remitted.    Mr.  L.  mentioned,  in  explan- 
ation of  his  motion,  that,  on  a  j)etition  now  before 
the  Committee  of  Claims  from  Matthew  Lyon,  of  < 
Kentucky,  praying  to  be  reimlwrsed  the  amount 
of  a  fine  incurred  under  the  .sedition  law,  some 
difficulty  existed  for  the  want  of  certain  facts  re- 
I  ferred  to  in  the  petition,  and  it  was  to  obviate  this  t 
I  difficulty  Jhat  he  desired  a  call  for  the  information 
j  from  the  Executive.     The  resolution  lies  on  the 
I  table  one  day  of  course. 

THE  RULES. 

I  The  Senate  resumed  the  con>ideration  of  the 
j  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  arrange  and 
report  the  rules  for  conducting  business  in  the 
Senate ;  and  also  such  amendments  to  those  rules 
1  as  they  may  think  proper  to  be  adopted ;  and  the 
same  having  been  amended,  the  following  was 
agreed  to  as  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  and  al.so  the 
joint  ruh»  and  orders  of  the  two  Houses : 

1.  The  Pre»ident  havinp  taken  the  Chair,  and  a 
qoonim  being  present,  the  journal  of  the  preceding 
day  shall  be  read,  to  the  end  that  any  mistake  may  be 
corrected  that  shall  be  made  in  the  entries. 

2.  No  member  shall  speak  to  another,  or  otherwise 
interrupt  the  basiness  of  the  Senate,  or  read  any  news* 
paper,  while  the  journals  or  public  papers  are  read- 
ing, or  when  any  member  is  speaking  in  any  debate. 

3.  ETerj  member  when  he  speaks  shall  address  the 
Chair,  standing  in  bis  place,  and  when  he  has  finished 
shall  sit  down. 

4.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  in  any 
one  debale,  on  the  same  day,  without  leare  of  th« 
Senate. 

6.  When  two  members  rise  at  the  same  lime,  the 
President  (ball  name  the  person  to  speak ;  but  in  all 
cases  the  member  first  risii/g  shall  speak  first. 

6.  When  a  member  shall  be  called  to  order,  he  shall 
ait  down  until  the  President  shall  have  determined 
whether  be  is  in  order  or  not;  and  every  question  of 
order  shall  be  decided  by  the  President  without  debate ; 
but  if  there  be  a  doubt  in  his  mind  he  may  call  for  the 
»«o«*  of  the  Senate. 
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7.  If  the  member  be  called  to  order  for  words  spoken, 
the  exceptionable  words  shall  immediately  be  taken 
down  in  writing,  that  the  President  may  be  better  en- 
abled  to  judge  of  the  matter. 

8.  No  member  shall  absent  himself  from  the  service 
of  the  Senate  without  leave  of  the  Senate  first  ob- 
tained. And  in  case  a  less  number  than  a  quorum 
of  the  Senate  shall  convene,  they  are  hereby  author- 
ized to  send  the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  or  any  other  person 
or  persons  by  them  authorized,  for  any  or  all  absent 
members,  as  the  majority  of  such  members  present 
ahall  agree,  at  the  expense  of  such  absent  members 
respectively,  unless  such  excuse  fur  non-attendance 
shall  be  made  as  the  Senate,  when  a  quorum  is  con- 
vened, shall  judge  sufficient;  and  in  that  case  the  ex- 
pense shall  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund.  And 
this  rule  shall  apply  as  well  to  the  first  convention  of 
the  Senate  at  the  legal  time  of  meeting,  as  to  each  day 
of  the  session,  after  the  hour  has  arrived  to  which 
the  Senate  stood  adjourned. 

9.  No  motion  shall  be  debated  until  the  same  shall 
be  seconded. 

10.  When  a  motion  shall  be  made  and  fet;onded,  it 
shall  be  reduced  to  Writing,  if  desired  by  the  President 
or  any  member,  delivered  in  at  the  table,  aud  read,  be- 
fore the  same  shall  be  debated.  j 

11.  When  a  question  is  under  debate,  no  motion 
abali  b«  received  but  to  adjourn,  to  lie  on  the  table,  to 
postpone  indefinitely,  to  postpone  to  a  day  certain,  to 
commit,  or  to  amend ;  which  several  motions  shall 
have  precedence  in  the  order  they  stand  arranged,  and 
the  motion  for  adjournment  shall  always  be  in  order, 
and  be  decided  without  debate. 

12.  If  the  question  in  debate  contain  several  points, 
any  member  may  have  the  same  divided. 

13.  In  filling  up  blanks,  the  largest  sum  and  longest 
time  shall  be  first  put. 

14.  When  ,tbe  reading  of  a  paper  is  called  for,  and 
the  aame  is  objected  to  by  any  member,  it  shall  be 
determined  by  a  vote  of  the  Senate,  and  without 
debate. 

15.  The  unfinished  business  in  which  the  Senate 
was  engaged  at  the  last  preceding  adjournment,  shall 
have  the  preference  in  the  orders  of  the  day,  and  no 
motion  on  any  other  business  shall  be  received,  with- 
out special  leave  of  the  Senate,  until  the  former  is  dis- 
posed of. 

16.  When  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  called  for  by 
one-fifth  of  the  members  present,  each  member  called 
upon  shall,  unleu  for  special  reasons  he  be  excused  by 
the  Senate,  declare  op<nly,  and  without  debate,  his 
assent  or  dissent  to  the  question.  In  taking  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  upon  the  call  of  the  House,  the  names 
of  the  members  shall  be  taken  alphabetically. 

17.  On  a  motion  made  and  reconded  to  shut  the 
doors  of  the  Senate,  on  the  discussion  of  any  business 
which  may,  in  the  opinion  of  a  member,  require  secrecy, 
the  President  shall  direct  the  gallery  to  be  cleared  ;  and, 
during  the  discussion  of  such  motion  the  doors  shall 
remain  shuL 

18.  No  motion  shall  be  deemed  in  order  to  admit 
any  person  or  persons,  whatsoever,  within  the  doors  of 
the  Senate  Chamber,  to  present  any  petition,  memo- 
rial, or  addresa,  or  to  hear  any  such  read. 

19.  When  a  question  has  been  once  made  and  car- 
ried in  the  affirmative  or  negative,  it  shall  be  in  order 
for  any  member  of  the  majority  to  move  for  the  recon- 
sideration thereof;  but  no  motion  for  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  any  vote  ahall  be  in  order  after  a  bill,  resolu- 


tion, meaaage,  report,  amendment,  or  motion,  upon 
which  the  vote  was  taken,  shall  have  gone  out  of  the 
possession  of  the  Senate  announcing  their  decuion  ; 
nor  shall  any  motion  for  reconsideration  be  in  order, 
unleas  made  on  the  same  day  on  which  the  vote  was 
taken,  or  within  the  two  next  days  of  actual  seasion  of 
the  Senate  thereafter. 

20.  When  the  Senate  are  equally  divided,  the  Secre- 
tary shall  take  the  decision  of  the  President. 

21.  All  questions  shall  be  put  by  the  President  of 
the  Senate,  either  in  the  preacnce  or  absence  of  the 

.President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Senators  shall 
signify  their  assent  or  dissent,  by  answering,  ritfa  voce, 
aye  or  no. 

22.  The  Vice  President,  or  President  of  the  Senate 
pro  tempore,  shall  have  the  right  to  name  a  member  to 
perform  the  duties  of  the  Chair ;  but  such  a  substitu- 
tion shall  not  extend  beyond  an  adjournment. 

23.  Before  any  petition  or  memorial,  addressed  to 
the  Senate,  shall   be  received   and  read  at  the  table, 

I  whether  the  same  shall  be  introduced  by  the  President 
or  a  member,  a  brief  statement  of  the  contents  of  the 
petition  or  memorial  shall  verbally  be  made  by  the 
introducer. 

24.  One  day's  notice,  at  least,  shall  be  given  of  an  in- 
tended motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill ;  and  all  bills, 
after  the  first  reading,  shall  be  printed  for  the  usi;  of 
the  Senate. 

2.5.  Every  bill  shall  receive  three  readings  previous 
to  its  being  passed  ;  and  the  President  shall  give  notice 
at  each,  whether  it  be  the  first,  second,  or  third ;  which 
readings  shall  be  on  three  different  days,  unless  the 
Senate  unanimously  direct  otherwise.  And  all  resolu- 
tions proposing  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  or  to 
which  the  approbation  4^d  signature  of  the  President 
may  be  requisite,  or  which  may  grant  money  out  of 
the  contingent,  or  any  other  fund,  uhall  be  treated,  in 
all  respects,  in  the  introduction  and  form  of  proceed- 
ings on  them,  in  the  Senate,  in  a  similar  manner  with 
bUls. 

26.  No  bill  shall  be  committed  or  amended  until  it 
shall  have  been  twice  read  ;  after  which  it  may  be  re- 
ferred to  a  committee. 

27.  All  bills  on  a  second  reading  shall  first  be  con- 
sidered by  the  Senate  in  the  same  manner  as. if  the 
Senate  were  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  before  they 
shall  be  taken  up  and  proceeded  on  by  the  Senate 
agreeably  to  the  rules,  unless  otherwise  ordered.  And 
when  the  Senate*  shall  consider  a  treaty,  bill,  or  reso- 
lution, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  Vice  Preai- 
dent,  or  President  pro  tempore,  may  call  a  member  to 
fill  the  Chair,  during  the  time  the  Senate  shall  remain  ' 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  the  Chairman  so 
called  shall,  during  such  time,  have  the  powers  of  a 
President  pro  tempore. 

28.  The  final  question  upon  the  second  reading  of 
every  bill,  resolution,  Constitutional  amendment,  or 
motion,  originating  in  the  Senate,  and  requiring  three 
readings  previous  to  being  passed,  shall  be,  "  Whether 
it  shall  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  T"  And 
no  amendment  shall  be  received  for  discussion  at  the 
third  reading  of  any  bill,  resolution,  antendment,  or 
motion,  unless  by  unanimous  consent  oi  the  members 
present ;  but  it  shall,  at  all  times,  be  in  order,  before 
the  final  passage  of  any  such  bill,  resolution.  Constitu- 
tional amendment,  or  motion,  to  move  its  commit- 
ment, and  should  such  commitment  take  place,  and 
any  amendment  be  reported  by  the  Committee,  the 
•aid  bill,  resolution.  Constitutional  amendment,  or  mo- 
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Uon,  shall  be  tgain  read  ■  leconil  time,  and  consiJered 
AS  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  then  the  aforeaaid 
question  shall  be  again  put. 

29.  The  titlea  of  bills,  and  such  parts  thereof  only 
aa  shall  be  affected  by  proposed  amendments,  shall  be 
inserted  on  the  journals. 

30.  The  following  standing  committees,  to  consist 
of  five  members  each,  (hall  be  appointed  at  the  com- 
mencement of  each  seaaion,  with  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise  : 

A  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations.  -% 

A  Committee  on  Finance. 

A  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

A  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

A  Committee  on  the  Mihtia.  ,. 

A  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

A  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

A  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 
'        A  Committee  of  Claims. 

A  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

A  CommHtee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

A  Committee  un  Penviona. 

A  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

A  Committee  of  three  members,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  audit  and  control  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Senate. 

♦ 

And  a  Committfe,  consisting  of  three  members, 
whose  duty  it  t>hall  he  to  examine  all  bills,  amend- 
ments, refoluliong,  or  motions,  before  they  go  out  of 
the  possession  of  the  Senate,  and  to  make  report  that 
they  are  correctly  engrossed;  which  report  shall  be 
entered  on  the  journal. 

31.  AH  committees  shall  be  appointed  by  ballot, 
and  a  plurality  of  votes  shall  make  a  choice.  But 
when  any  subject  or  matter  shall  have  been  referred 
to  a  committee,  any  other  subject  or  matter  of  a  sim- 

'  iiar  nature  may,  on  motion,  be  referred  to  such  com- 
mittee. 

32.  When  nominations  shall  be  made  in  writing 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  the  Senate,  a 
future  day  shall  be  assigned,  unlesa  the  Senate  unan- 
iffloasiy  direct  otherwise;  for  Uking  them  into  consid- 
eration. When  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  meet  the  Senate  in  the  Senate  chamber,  the 
President  of  the  Senate  bhall  have  a  chair  on  the  floor, 
be  considered  as  the  head  of  the  Senate,  and  his  chair 
shall  be  assigned  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  When  the  Senate  fhail  be  convened  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  any  other  place,  the 
Freaident  of  the  Senate  and  Senators  shall  attend  at 
the  place  appointed.  The  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
shall  also  attend  to  take  the  minutes  of  the  Senate. 

33.  Whenever  a  treaty  shall  be  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate for  ratification,  it  shall  be  read  a  first  time  for  in- 
formation only,  when  no  motion  to  reject,  ratify,  or 
modify,  the  whole,  or  any  part,  shall  be  received.  Its 
second  reading  ghail  be  for  consideration  ;  and,  on  a 
subsequent  day,  when  it  shall  be  uken  up,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  every  one  shall  be  fre«  to 
move  a  quesUon  on  any  particular  article,  in  this  form  : 
"Will  the  Senate  advue  and  consent  to  the  ratification 
of  this  article?"  or  to  propose  amendmenU  thereto, 
either  by  inserting  or  by  leaving  out  words ;  in  which 
last  case,  the  question  shall  be,  "Shall  these  words 
stand  as  part  of  the  article  1"  and  in  every  of  the  said 
cases,  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the  Senators 
present  shall  be  requiaite  to  decide  affirmatively.  And 
when  through  the  whole,  the  proceedings  shall  bo 
stated  to  the  House,  and  questions  shall  be  again  sev. 
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\  erally  put  thereon  for  cdijfirmation,  or  new  ones  pro- 
posed,  requiring,  in  like  msnner,  a  concurrence  ef 
two-thirds,  for  whatever  is  retained  or  inserted ;  the 
votes  BO  confirmed  shall,  by  the  House,  or  a  commit- 
tee thereof,  be  reduced  into  the  Ibrm  of  a  ratification, 
with  or  without  modifications,  as  may  have  been  de- 
cided, and  shall  be  proposed  on  a  subsequent  day, 
when  every  one  shall  again  be  free  to  move  amend- 
ments, either  by  inserting  or   leaving  out  words;  in 

j  which  last  case,   ihe  question  shall  be,   "  Shall  these 

I  words  sund  part  of  the  resolution  !"  And,  in  both 
cases,  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  shall  be  requisite 
to  carry  the  affirmative,  aa  well  as,  on  the  final  ques- 
tion, to  advise  and  consent  to   the  ratification  in  the 

form  asret'd  to. 

34.  When  a||  amendment  to  be  proposed  to  the 
Constitution  is  under  consideration,  the  concurrence 
of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  shall  not  be  re- 
quiaite to  decide  any  queslion  tor  amendments,  or  ex- 

ebding  to  the  meriu,  being  short  of  the  final  question. 

35.  When  any  question  may  have  been  decided  by 
the  Senate,  in  which  two-thirds  of  the  members  pres- 
ent are  necessary  to  carry  the  affirmative,  any  mem- 
ber who  votes  on  that  side  which  prevailed  in  the 
question  may  be  at  liberty  to  move  for  a  reconaidera- 
tion  ;  and  a  motion  for  reconsideration  bhall  be  de- 
cided by  a  majority  of  votes. 

36.  All  confidential  communications  made  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  the  Senate  shall  be 
by  the  members  thereof  kept  lecret;  and  all  treaties 
which  may  be  laid  before  the  Senate  shall  also  be  kept 
aecret  until  the  Senate  shall,  by  their  resolution,  take 
off  the  injunction  of  secrecy. 

37.  All  information  or  remarkr,  touching  or  con- 
cerning the  character  or  qualifications  of  any  person 
nominated  by  the  President  to  office,  shall  be  kept 
secret. 

38.  When  acting  on  confidential  or  executive  busi- 
ness, the  Senate  shall  be  cleared  of  all  persons,  except 
the  Secretary,  the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  and  Doorkeeper, 
or,  in  his  absence,  the  Assistant  Doorkeeper. 

39.  Extracts  from  the  Executive  record  are  not  to 
be  furnished  but  by  special  order. 

40.  Every  vote  of  the  Senate  shall  be  entered  oo 
the  journal,  and  a  brief  statement  of  the  contents  of 
each  petition,  memorial,  or  paper,  presented  to.  the 
Senate,  be  also  inserted  on  the  journal. 

41.  No  paper  or  document  shall  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate,  without  special  order,  except  re- 
ports of  committees  of  the  Senate,  messages  from' the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  communications 
from  the  heads  of  departments. 

42.  The  proceedings  of  the  Senate,  when  they  shall 
act  in  their  Executive  capacity,  shall  be  kept  in  sepa- 
rate and  distinct  books. 

43.  The  proceedings  of  the  Senate,  when  not  act- 
ing as  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  shall  be  entered 
on  the  journal  as  concisely  as  possible,  care  being 
taken  to  dctajl  a  true  and  accurate  account  of  th^ro- 
ceedings.  Tf 

44.  Messages  shall  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives by  the  Secretary,  who  shall  previously  en- 
dorse the  final  determination  of  the  Senate  thereon. 

45.  Messengers  are  introduced  in  any  state  of  busi- 
ness, except  while  a  question  is  putting,  while  the 
yeas  and  nays  are  calling,  or  while  the  balloU  are 
counting.  , 

Jfrini  RuUt  and  Orders  of  the  two  HottMs. 
1.  In  every  case  of  an  amendment  of  a  bill  agreed 
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to  in  one  Houae,  and  dissented  to  in  the  other,  if 
either  House  shall  request  a  conference  and  appoint  a 
Committee  for  that  purpose,  and  the  other  House  shall 
also  appoint  a  Committee  to  confer,  such  Committees 
shall,  at  a  convenient  hour,  to  be  agreed  on  by  their 
Chairman,  meet  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  state 
to  each  other  verbally  or  in  writing,  as  either  shall 
choose,  the  reasons  of  their  respective  Houses  for  and 
against  the  amendment,  and  confer  freely  thereon. 

8.  When  a  message  shall  be  sent  from  the  Senate 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  it  shall  be  announced 
at  the  door  of  the  House  by  the  Doorkeeper,  and  shall 
be  repectfully  communicated  to  the  Chair,  by  the  per- 
son by  whom  it  may  be  sent. 

3.  The  same  ceremony  shall  be  observed  when  a 
messsge  shall  be  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  tlie  Senate. 

4.  Messsges  shsil  be  sent  by  such  persons  as  a  sense 
of  propriety  in  each  House  msy  determine  to  be  proper. 

5.  While  bills  are  on  their  passage  between  the 
two  Houses,  they  shall  be  on  paper,  and  under  the 
signsture  oi  the  Secretary  or  Clerk  of  each-House  re- 
spectively. 

6.  After  a  bill  shall  have  passed  both  Houses,  it 
shall  be  duly  enrolled  on  parchment,  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senate,  or  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, as  the  bill  may  have  originated  in  the  one  or 
the  other  House,  before  it  shall  be  presented  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

7.  When  billa  are  enrolled,  they  ahall  be  examined 
by  a  joint  committee  of  one  from  the  Senate,  and  two 
from  the  House  of  Representatives,  appointed  aa  a 
standing  committee  for  that  purpose,  who  shall  care- 
fully compare  the  enrolment  with  the  engrossed  bills, 
as  passed  in  the  two  Houses,  and,  correcting  any 
errors  that  may  be  discovered  in  the  enrolled  bills, 
make  their  report  forthwith  to  the  respective  Houses. 

8.  After  examination  ,and  report,  each  bill  shall  be 
signed  in  the  respective  Houses,  first  by  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representativea,  then  by  the  President 
of  the  Senate. 

9.  After  a  bill  shall  have  been  thus  signed  in  each 
House  it  shall  be  presented  by  the  said  committee  to 
the  President  of  the  United  Utates,  for  his  approba- 
tion, it  being  first  endorsed  on  the  back  of  the  roll, 
certifying  in  which  House  the  same  originated; 
which  endorsement  aliall  be  signed  by  the  Secretary 
or  Clerk  (as  the  case  may  be)  of  the  House  in  which 
the  same  did  originate,  and  shall  be  entered  oh  the 
journal  of  each  House.  The  said  committee  shall  re- 
port the  day  of  presentation  to  the  Preaident,  which 
time  shall  also  be  carefully  entered  on  the  journal  of 
each  Huuse. 

10.  All  orders,  resolutions,  and  votes,  which  are  to  be 
presented  to  the  Preaident  of  the  United  States  for  his 
approbation,  shall,  also,  in  the  same  manner,  be  pre- 
viously enrolled,  examined,  and  signed,  and  shall  be 
presented  in  the  same  manner,  and  by  the  same  com- 
mittee, as  provided  in  caaes  of  bills. 

1 1 .  When  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
shall  judge  it  proper  to  make  a  joint  addreas  to  the 
President,  it  shall  be  presented  to  him  in  his  audience 
chamber,  by  the  President  of  the  Senate,  in  the  pres- 
sence  of  the  Speaker  and  both  Houses. 

12.  When  a  bill  or  resolution,  which  shall  hare 
passed  in  one  House,  is  rejected  in  the  other,  notice 
thereof  is  given  to  the  House  in  which  the  same  may 
have  passed. 

13.  When  a  bill  or  resolution*  which  has  been  pas- 


sod  in  one  House,  is  rejected  in  the  other,  it  is  net 
brought  in  during  the  same  session,  without  a  notice 
of  ten  days,  and  leave  of  two-thirds  of  that  House 
in  which  it  shall  be  renewed. 

14.  Each  House  transmits  to  the  other  all  papers  on 
which  any  bill  or  resolution  shall  be  founded. 

15.  After  each  Houae  shall  have  adhered  to  their 
diaagreement,  a  bill  Or  resolution  is  lost. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bcrrill, 

Ordered^  That  they  be  printed,  together  with  the 
Constitution  of  the  tJnitcd  States,  and  five  htin- 
dred  additional  copies  thereof,  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

STATE  OF  MAINE. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  the  admis- 
sion of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  Barbodr  observed  that  this  bill  involTed 
considerations  of  great  moment ;  that  it  embraced 
provisions  on  which  there  were  conflicting  opin- 
ions, though  no  objection  whatever  was  enter- 
tained to  the  main  object  of  the  bill,  of  which  in- 
deed he  was  warmly  in  favor.  For  this  and  other 
reasons,  which  Mr.  B.  afterwards  submitted  at 
large,  he  wished  the  bill  to  ^o  back  to  the  Com- 
mittee, in  hopes  that  they  might  so  shape  it  as  to 
obviate  the  difficulties  alluded  to,  and  unite  the 
voice  of  the  Senate  in  its  favor.  Mr.  B.  con- 
cluded his  remarks  by  moving  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  be  postponed  to  Wednesday ; 
when,  if  his  present  motion  succeeded,  he  should 
offer  the  following  motion : 

"That  the  bill  entitled  a  bill  declaring  the  consent 
of  Congress  to  the  'admission  of  the  State  of  Maine 
into  the  Union,  be  committed  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  with  instructions  so  to  amend  it  as  to 
authorize  the  people  of  Missouri  to  establish  a  State 
government  and  to  admit  such  State  into  the  Union 
upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States  in  all 
respects  whatever." 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  opposed  at  consid- 
erable length  by  Messrs.  Mellen,  Otis,  and  Bcr- 
RiLL,  successively,  on  the  ground  of  the  impro- 
priety of  delaying  the  bill,  and  also  as  taken  In 
connexion  with  the  motion  of  which  Mr.  Bar- 
bour had  given  notice.  The  inexpediency  of 
coupling  the  two  subjects  together  m  one  bill ; 
and,  incidentally,  the  question  connected  with  the 
Missouri  bill  oi  certain  restrictions,  Ac,  entered 
into  the  debate.  ^^ 

Mr.  Barbour  replied,  and  entere<t^t  large  into 
the  merits  and  the  defence  of  the  propxisition  which 
he  had  disclosed  his  intention  of  offering,  and  into 
the  question  which  g^ew  out  of  it,  touching  the 
right  of  imposing  conditions  upon  the  admission  of 
Missouri,  ac. 

The  motion  strictly  before  the  Senate  beir^ 
simply  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
Wednesday,  it  was  assented  to  generally  by  those 
gentlemen  who  had  opposed  the  object  of  the  post- 
ponement, and  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Tuesday,  January  4. 
William  Pi.nkney,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  in  place  of 
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Alexander  C.  Hanson,  deceased,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, was  qualified,  and  he  took  his  seat  in  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  a  partial  appro- 
priation for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States  fur  the  year  1820,''  reported  the  same,  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joshua  Ne- 
vill,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution, 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  not  granted. 
The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pleasa.nts,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  as  relates  to  the  designation  of  particular 
ports  for  the  admission  of  foreign  ships  of  war  and 
privateers,  were  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof,  and  the  same  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Edward 
Barry,  sailing  master,  and  George  Hodge,  boat- 
swain, m  the  navy  yard  of  the  United  States,  at 
Washington,  praying  remuneration  for  the  loss  of 
household  furniture,  books,  and  instruments  of 
navigation,  destroyed  by  the  tire  on  the  24th  of 
August,  1814,  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of 
Maine  into  the  Union,"  was  read  twice  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary.  « 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  memorial  of  Robert 
Hart  and  others,  captains  of  American  vessels 
Iving  in  the  port  of  ^ew  Orleans,  complaining  of 
the  great  difference  of  duty  in  France  paid  by 
American  and  French  vessels,  representing  the 
grrat  evils  arising  therefrom,  and  praymg  relief; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 
■  ^'^•^^^\^o^,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Anthony  Cavalier  and  Peter  Petit,  of^the 
State  of  Louisiana,  praying  the  confirmation  of 
their  title  to  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  said  State ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  J.  also  presented  the  petition  of  Rosalie  P. 
Deslonde,  the  petition  of  J.  PeUet,  the  petition  of 
Joseph  Lefevrcj  the  petition  of  Bartheleiny  Du- 
verge,  the  petition  of  Francis  B.  Lanamlle  the 
petiuon  of  John  Rodreguez,  the  petition^  Jo'seph 
McNed  the  petition  of  Lewis  H.  Guerlin,  the  pe- 
tition of  Pierre  Dennis  de  la  Ronde,  the  petition 
of  Alexander  Mdne,  the  petition  of  Solomon  Pro- 
vost, the  petition  of  Labedoyere  de  Kermion,  and 
thepetitionof  Noel  Uestrahan,  for  and  in  behalf 
ot  the  heirs  of  E.  Macarty,  of  the  State  of  Louisi- 
ana, praying  remuneration  for  losses  sustained  bv 
them  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  by 
invasion  of  the  enemy,  as  stated  in  the  several  pe- 
titions; which  were  read,  and  respectively  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims.  ' 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 


Chapman,  collector  of  the  customs  for  Georgetown 
district,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  praying 
the  restoration  of  a  certain  smn  of  money,  as  his 
proportion  of  the  cargo  of  the  brig  Diana  a 
Swedish  vessel,  forfeited  for  a  violation  of  the  rev- 
enue laws,  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  establishing  a 
circuit  court  within  and  for  the  District  of  Maijie, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 
-,A[^- ,^ATON  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
I\icholls,  praying  indemnity  for  certain  wagons 
and  horses  lost  whilst  in  the  .service  of  the  United 
States,  as  stated  in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Eaton  also  presented  the  petition  of  Robert 
Purdy,  late  colonel  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States,  praying  remuneration  for  certain 
expenditures  incurred  by  him  in  the  performance 
of  his  duties  in  endeavoring  to  enforce  his  order 
prohibiting  the  introduction  of  spirituous  liquors 
withm  the  limits  of  his  encampment,  as  stated  in 
the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Tichenor  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  providing  for 
the  better  organization  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. *^ 

Mr.  Dana  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut, 
praying  an  uniform  system  of  Ijankruptcy  through- 
out the  United  States ;  and  the  memorial  was  read 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.    ' 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  locating  an  additional  land  office  at  Browns- 
town,  in  the  county  of  Jackson,  in  said  State;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  2d  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  subjecting  the  cadets  in  the  United 
States  Military  Academy  at  West  Point  to  the 
rules  and  articles  of  war,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  3d  instant,  for  requesting  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  Senate  any  evidence  in  the  Executive 
Department  in  relation  to  judgments,  fines,  and 
payments,  under  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the 
punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
States;  and  whether,  in  any,  and  in  what,  in- 
stances the  same  have  been  remitted ;  and  agreed 
thereto.  ^* 

Mr.  Dickerson's  resolution,  proposiiiir  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  was  further  postponed  to  Monday  next 

The  bill  to  provide  for  obtaining  accurate  state- 
ments of  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  United 
States  was  read  the  .second  lime. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  A.  Dix  ;  and 
the  bill  was  passed. 
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The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  re- 
presentatives of  Nicholas  Vreeland,  deceased,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  who 
have  paid  duties  on  certain  goods  imported  into 
Ca.stine,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Horsey  presented  the  memorial  ofxthe 
Columbia  Institute,  praying  the  grant  of  a  part  of 
the' public  reservation  of  ground  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  for  purposes  connected  with  the  said 
institution ;  and  the  memorial  was  read  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. 

Ordered,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  place  of 
Mr.  Otis  excused. 

And  Mr.  Lloyd  was  appointed. 

Orderrd,  That  a  member  oe  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  in  place  of  Mr.  Otis  ex- 
cused. 
.  And  Mr.  Pinkney  was  appointed. 

The  Senate  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Leake,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs,  pursuant  to  the  rule  adopted  yester- 
day; and  Messrs.  Leake,  King,  Johnson,  of  Ken- 
tucky, Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  and  Lowrie,  wer^ 
appointed  {f)  compose  the  committee. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  8T.\TE8. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded,  according  to  the 
order  of  the  day,  to  consider  the  following  resolu- 
2  tions,  submitted  on  the  28th  of  December  by  Mr. 

^  Logan,  of  Kentucky : 

1.  Huolved,  That,  ■■  the  content  and  happincM  of 
the  people  cannot  be  expected  under  collisions  and 
the  want  of  harmony  between  their  governments,  that 
therefore  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  instructed 
to  inquire  whether  provision  may  not  be  duly  made  by 
law  for  the  removal  from  any  State  of  the  branches  of 

'  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  upon   the  request  of 

the  Legislature  of  such  State ;  except,  during  those 
periods  of  war,  when  the  public  good  and  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  nation  shall  otherwise  require. 

2.  Heaolved,  That  said  committee  be  also  instructed 
to  inquire  whether  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  cannot  be  so  amended,  as  that  any  citi- 
zen of  the  United  Slates  may  obtain  information  from 
the  bank  or  its  branches  of  the  amount  of  debts  due, 
or  which  ahall  have  been  contracted  therein,  by  any 
person  or  persons  whatsoever,  either  as  principal  or 
endorser. 

And  that,  in  order  more  efTectnally  to  guard  against 
the  partialities  and  favoritism  into  which  institutions 
of  the  kind  are  so  prone  to  run,  and  to  prevent,  in 
some  degree,  as  a  consequence  thereof,  sacrifices  of 
property,  and  the  seduction  of  civil  and  politicml 
rights — 

3.  Raolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  further  in- 
structed to  inquire  whether  provision  cannot  be  regu- 
larly made  by  law  for  requiring  that,  from  and  after 

the day  of ,  the  proper  officers  of  those  banks 

shall  certify  to  this  Government  the  names,  with  the 

1  sums,  of  all  persons  and  firms,  indebted  in   their  re- 

"'■  spective  banks,  where  the  amount  shall  exceed   the 

sum  of  $ ,  and  the  duration   of  those  debts   shall 

have  been  for  a  greater  length  of  time  than . 

The  resolutions  having  been  read — 


Mr.  Logan  said  he  rose  to  discharge,  according 
to  the  best  of  his  powers,  an  important  and  highly 
responsible  duty.  It  would  be  perceived,  he  said, 
that  the  resolutions  under  consideration  had  in 
view  three  distinct  objects: 

1.  As  regards  the  harmony  of  these  united  gov- 
ernments and  the  peac^^and  content  of  the  people. 

2.  As  regards  ta^-^rtialitiea  and  abuses  into 
which  banking  institutions  are  but  too  prone  to 
run,  in  violation  of  the  avowed  object  and  of  that 
political  spirit  which  bring  them  into  existence. 

3.  As  respects  their  agiency  in  furthering  impo- 
sition upon  anVniwiry  and  unsv*p«cting  people,  by 
affording  too  often  the  apparent  evidence  ot  wealtn 
and  abiuty,  where  in  fact  it  may  not  exist ;  and 
locking  up  the  truth  as  a  secret  too  sacred  to  be 
told.  * 

At  the  threshold  of  this  discussion,  permit  me, 
said  Mr.  L.,  to  asstmie  as  an  axiom  in  politics, 
that  no  legislative  act  is  sound  and  ynAi  founded 
having  the  tendency  to  increase  the' inequality  in 
the  wealth  of  society,*&nd  as  a  consequence  to  wi- 
den the  grades  of  social  intercourse,  beyond  what 
is  produced  by  the  different  decrees  of  industry, 
economy,  enterprise,  and  good  fortune ;  unless, 
indeed,  it  be  necessary  for  pubUc  purposes  and 
general  utility.  That  such  is  the  tendency  of 
banking  corporations,  continued  Mr.  L.,  seems 
clearly  deducible  from  this  fact :  that  they  not  only 
confer  the  privilege  of  making  money  out  of  mo- 
ney, agreeably  to  some  fixed  standard  regulating 
the  rate  of  interest — a  privilege  common  to  all 
society — but  they  also  possess  the  faculty,  derived 
from  the  aid  and  sanctity  of  law,  of  making  mo- 
ney upon  their  credit ;  so  that  the  result  mights 
the  same,  both  as  regards  the  community  and  the 
corporation,  whether  you  permit  directly  double 
interest  on  their  capital  employed,  or  legal  and 
usual  interest  only,  bwt  with  as  much  more  on  the 
emission  of  credit :  as  the  gain  would  be  to  the 
one,  so  would  be  the  loss  to  the  other ;  except  only, 
so  far  as  the  public  should  profit  therefrom,  through 
a  well-regulated  spirit  of  enterprise  and  useful 
improvement  by  a  just  and  reasonable  distribution 
of  their  means  in  various  sections  of  the  nation. 

Sir,  the  proposition,  in  its  plain  and  undisguised 
form,  to  give  to  any  set  of  raen  the  privilege,  by 
law,  of  taking  a  higher  interest  for  the  use  oi  their 
money  than  is  generally  permitted,  would,  I  ap- 
prehend, find  but  few  aavocates  among  the  repre- 
sentatives of  a  free  people.  If,  therefore,  such 
would  be  the  probable  effect  of  anv  institution  of 
the  Government,  we  ought  certainly  to  look  for 
reasons  of  a  public  nature  to  justify  the  policy. 
Here,  (pardon  the  inquiry,)  did  you,  sir»  or  did 
any  member  of  this  national  assemblage,  ever 
vote  for  the  establishment  of  such  a  corporation, 
but  from  an  understanding  of  an  imvlied  promise 
and  imdertaking  on  their  part,  tha^they  would 

fromote  the  general  convenience  and  ^9^|^^[0od  ? 
n  other  contracts  and  treaties,  howeve^pTemn 
and  sacred,  to  disregard  the  intended  object  and 
violate  an  essential  duty,  presented  a  proper  case 
for  redress  before  some  of  the  regular  functionaries 
of  the  Government.  But  where,  sir,  is  the  cancel- 
ling power,  if,  instead  of  doing  good,  the  bank  shall 
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determine  to  do  harm  ?  And,  surely,  in  the  same 
ratio  it  has  the  capacity  to  do  good,  it  has  the  pow- 
er to  do  evil.  Does  it  belong  to  the  judiciary  to 
correct  their  abuses  ?  They  hare  as  little  to  do 
with  public  matters  of  political  cognizance,  as  you 
have  to  do  with  those  of  judicial  concern.  Let 
us  be  careful  to  keep  separate  the  legislative-cor- 
recting power  of  the  Government,  from  that  prop- 
erly belonging  to  the  judiciary.  But  whilst  we 
regard,  most  sacredly  regard,  that  oi  the  judiciary, 
not  to  be  construed  out  of  the  political  rights  of 
the  nation. 

Sir,  it  is  not  every  interest  derivable  from  law 
which  can  bid  defiance  to  legislative  provision  and 
control.  Were  this  the  case,  how  soon  might  the 
representatives  of  this  day  render  future  legislation 
a  bubble,  and  close  forever  the  scene  to  amend- 
ment and  improvement,  accordingly  as  experience 
and  expediency  might  suggest.  There  is  no  law 
but  is  intended  to  confer  an  interest  of  some  kind. 
But  the  question  is,  whether  that  interest  will  give 
such  a  right,  as  may  be  asserted  in  opposition  to 
the  regular  revising  power  of  the  legislative  de- 

Srtment  of  the  Government  ?  Can  it  be  severed 
)m  and  transferred  forever  from  that  ever-exist- 
ing sovereignty  of  legislation,  and  converted  into 
[invate  right,  so  as  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  legis- 
ative  touch,  and  the  control  of  expediency  ?  The 
grant  of  the  nation's  lands,  though  for  a  dollar,  if 
unmingled  with  fraud,  passes  the  right,  and  the 
grantee  will  hold.  Not  so  of  civil  rights — they 
are  inalienable — so  connected  with,  and  insepar- 
ably interwoven  in  the  body  politic,  that  the  root 
cannot  be  regularly  eradicated.  The  Government 
may  hold  forth  her  favors  and  privileges,  but  there 
is  still  an  existing  power  to  watch  over  and  cor- 
rect, from  time  to  time,  all  political  excess.  And 
hence  I  infer,  said  Mr.  L.,  that  the  smallest  civil 
right  cannot  be  forever  transferred,  or  even  for 
twenty  years,  although  it  shall  be  for  a  htymt,  if 
the  public  good  shall  otherwise  require.  Nor  is 
the  common  sense  of  my  countrymen  deluded  by 
tbis  goodly  boon.  They  are  aware  of  the  ultimate 
source  from  whence  it  comes ;  that,  for  the  privi- 
lege of  checking  on  them,  the  corporation  consents 
to  pay  back  a  part. 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  would  not  be  understood 
as  intending  or  wishing,  under  the  existing  state 
of  things,  to  prostrate  every  mstitution  of  the  kind. 
Only  admit  the  power — the  Constitutional  right — 
to  watch  over  and  restrain  abuses,  and  then  act  on 
expediency.  Keep  unobstructed  the  avenue  of  light, 
that  the  operations  of  that  hidden  body  may  be 
seen  and  understood,  to  this  great  sentinel  of  pub- 
lic liberty  and  public  justice.  Suffer  this  Govern- 
ment not  to  forget  that  she  must  stand  sponsor  for 
the  cUeds  of  others  over  whom  she  may  watch — 
whom  she  has  been  instrumental  in  bringing  into 
political  existence,  and  whose  transactions  may  be 
of  vitai  importance  to  the  great  body  of  society. 
•  .Sir,  is  there  any  thing  unreasonable  in  this  re- 
quest 7  Is  it  incompatible  with  the  interest  and 
purposes  of  that  institution  ?  I  hope  not.  But  if 
it  be,  then  1  am  free  to  acknowledge  that  my  so- 
licitude increases  to  understand  its  operation,  and 
to  know  its  purposes.     And  if  it  Ls  not  incompat- 


ible, why  this  reluctance  and  pertinacious  refusal  ? 
Why  not  grant  this  reasonable  courtesy  to  th« 
same  body  who  gave  it  existence,  when,  by  so  do- 
ing, you  may  essentially  contribute  to  the  repose 
of  public  apprehension  ?  Is  it  because  every  thing 
is  so  certainly  right,  that  it  would  be  only  gratify- 
ing idle  curiosity ;  or  is  it  because  we  fear  light 
and  knowledge  on  the  subject  ? 

I  hope,  sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  that  we  are  not  disposed 
to  touch,  ra.sbly  and  prematurely,  the  solemn  acts 
of  this  Government ;  that  we  will  regard  public 
faith  with  a  tender  eye,  as  connected  witn  the 
character  and  honor  of  the  nation.  This  is  mi- 
joined,  because  it  is  a  duty  to  retain  the  confidence 
and  affections  of  every  portion  of  your  people ;  for, 
on  that  confidence  and  love,  the  energies  of  this 
nation  essentially  depend ;  and  by  a  due  regard  to 
the  interest  of  all,  as  far  as  can  be  done  consist- 
ently with  higher  duties,  we  shall  not  only  have 
performed  a  moral,  but  have  discharged,  moreover, 
a  political  duty.  But,  sir,  there  is  a  point  beyond 
which  that  duty  will  cease,  and  give  place  to  those 
of  paramount  obligation.  The  same  reason  still 
applies,  and  commands  that  it  should  be  so.  The 
interest  becomes  adverse,  and  the  private  must 
yield  to  general  convenience  and  utility.  The  first 
and  highest  duty  of  the  statesman  is  to  take  care 
of  the  public  safety — of  her  peace  and  her  happi- 
ness. To  do  this,  we  may  be  unavoidably  drawn 
into  an  unpleasant  examination  of  events,  and  to 
trace  them  back  to  painful  causes.  And  whilst  i 
admit  the  correctness  of  the  remark,  that  we  are 
sometimes  the  subjects  of  groundless  apprehension, 
it  ought  also  to  be  conceded  that  its  opposing  char- 
acter is  delusive  hope  and  trusting  chance. 

Mr.  President,  to  cherish  a  unity  of  feeling  and 
friendly  understanding  between  our  governments, 
is  as  vitaUy  important  to  the  content  and  repose  of 
the  Republic,  as  to  nurse  with  care  the  tender  lig- 
aments which  connect  the  head  and  other  mdis-  . 
pensable  members  of  our  system.  Is  there  any 
thing  that  you  and  this  House  would  not  do  to 
remove  every  cause  of  State  inquietude  and  dis- 
trust, which  the  welfare  of  the  nation  does  not 
prohibit?  Does  good  policy  forbid  your  touching 
this  subject?  In  what  respect  will  it  affect  the 
necessary  operations  of  the  Government,  and  how 
injure  the  essential  interest  even  of  the  bank  ?  She 
has  but  to  act  the  part  of  a  faithful,  an  impartial 
mother,  and  she  may  harmonize  the  whole  great 
family;  even  the  proscribed  and  the  step-child, 
with  industry  and  prudence,  may  profit  from  her 
kindness  and  charity.  But  suppose  her  conduct  to 
be  directly  the  reverse,  and  where  is  the  check? 
Not  even  the  reproach  of  an  impartial  world. 

By  refusing  to  act  on  this  subject,  said  Mr.  L., 
may  we  not  betray  this  Government  into  the  sus- 
picion that  she  feels  a  more  parental  care  for  the 
interest  of  the  bank  than  for  the  rights  of  States 
and  of  the  people?  Will  you  do  nothing  towards 
allaying  jealousy  and  restoring  public  confidence? 
Perhaps,  sir,  but  a  little  time,  and  we  hoar  the 
question — are  you  for  the  bank,  or  are  you  for  the 
States  and  the  people?  As  invidious  and  morti- 
fying as  may  be  the  course,  I  fear  we  are  on  the 
highway  to  provoke  it.  Let  me,  then,  entreat  you, 
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that  neither  dignity  nor  ease  of  station  shall  pre- 
vent a  solemn  and  particular  review  of  the  g^oimd 
before  us.  Whithersoever  we  look,  sir,  whether 
to  the  East  or  to  the  West,  to  the  North  or  to  the 
South,  we  are  presented  with  some  portending 
events,  connected  with  this  subject,  of  an  unfavor- 
able aspect.  Why,  therefore,  hesitate  to  leave  with 
the  State  governments  and  your  banks  to  make 
their  own  bargain,  or  otherwise  provide  for  their 
withdrawal,  in  order  to  save  the  peace  and  tran- 
quillity of  society*?  If  they  can  harmonize,  you 
may  inen  expect  it ;  and,  if  they  cannot,  why  con- 
tinue the  spirit  of  discordance,  to  the  great  detri- 
ment of  governmental  unity  and  friendly  under- 
standing. 

Perhaps  we  shall  be  told  that  the  agreement  has 
already  been  made,  and  that  the  States  ought  to 
abide  by  iL  With  this  Government,  who,  when 
acting  on  the  subject  of  policy  and  public  interest, 
is  herself  not  exempt  from  error  and  correction, 
the  argument  will  have  received  its  just  weight. 
But  there  is  another  answer  which  I  beg  leave  to 
give:  The  banks  were,  i  presume,  invited  to  the 
States,  in  the  expectation  that  they  would,  as 
branches  of  an  institution  of  the  Government,  en- 
deavor to  administer,  with  an  impartial  hand,  to 
the  wants  and  situation  of  the  country,  as  far  as 
practicable,  and  a  just  regard  to  the  interest  and 
safety  of  the  institution  wotild  permit ;  thereby  in- 
creasing public  confidence,  and  cementing  more 
closely  the  interest  and  feelings  of  the  people  to 
the  measures  of  Government.  Whether  this  ex- 
pectation has  been  disappointed,  will  hereafter  be 
the  subject  of  inquiry.  At  present,  said  Mr.  L., 
it  is  sufficient  to  observe  that  if,  in  the  spirit  of 
friendship  and  hospitality,  the  banks  have  been 
invited  into  the  t^soms  of  the  States,  and.  instead 
of  cultivating  peace  and  good  will,  have  oeen  in- 
strumental in  producing  discord  and  contention, 
by  pursuing  a  course  unfriendly  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  States,  and  in  violation  of  one  of^the  prin- 
cinal  objects  of  the  charter,  that,  like  the  man 
who  is  unmindful  of  his  obligation  to  hospitality, 
they,  with  him,  will  have  justly  incurred  the  same 
merited  sentence. 

But  suppose,  sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  that  I  am  wrong 
in  my  opinion  as  to  the  power  of  legislative  bodies 
in  general  over  banking  privileges,  (and  if  I  am  I 
fear  the  error  will  go  with  me  to  my  grave,  for  I 
have  been  under  its  delusion  for  upwards  of  fifteen 
years,)  yet  there  is  another  view  of  the  subject 
favorable  to  the  Constitutional  power  of  this  Grov- 
ernment  over  her  bank.  It  is  believed  to  be  con- 
ceded by  all,  that  Congress  has  not  the  power  to 
establisn  a  bank  for  private  purposes  merely;  that 
it  can  only  be  done  as  a  mean  of  necessity  and 
propriety  for  carrying  into  effect  some  of  the  dele- 
gated powers  to  this  Government.  What  is  a 
"necessary  and  proper"  act  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  thase  great,  substantive,  and  specified  pow- 
ers, is  a  question  purely  of  expediency,  depending, 
in  its  exercise,  on  a  well  regulated  discretion, 
adapted  to  the  nature  of  the  subject,  and  a  most 
scrupulousre^rd  to  other  existing  correlative  rights. 
Expediency  is  the  creature  of  experiment,  which 
time  and  experience  mould  to  suit  their  purpose. 


What  may  be  thought  necessary  and  proper  at 
one  time,  by  the  Legislature,  may  not  be  thought 
so  at  another  time:  events  may  have  unfolded 
themselves,  evincing  the  necessity  and  popriety 
of  a  change.  Or  toat  which  at  one  session  may 
be  approved,  as  best  calculated  to  carry  into  effect 
a  given  power,  may,  at  another,  from  a  change  of 
Representatives,  be  disapproved  of  and  ammded, 
or  a  different  Tfuan  established. 

One  Legislature  cannot  give  to  her  acts  of  policy 
perpetuity,  or  a  claim  for  years.  It  is  always  com- 
petent for  a  succeeding  Legislature  to  revise  such 
acts  of  their  predecessors. 

What  a  Legislature  cannot  do  directly,  is  not 
p^missible  to  be  effected  indirectly. 

A  law  which  is  necessary  and  proper  for  carry- 
ing into  effect  any  of  the  powers  given  by  the  Con- 
stititution,  is  in  its  nature,  and  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  Its  purposes,  political,  and  cannot  be 
converted  from  its  true  character,  by  connecting 
therewith,  and  tacking  thereto,  private  rights ;  be- 
cause that  would  be  to  effect  indirectly  what  could 
not  be  done  directly,  and  thereby  put  in  the  power 
of  one  Legislature  to  perpetuate  her  acts  of  policy 
upon  succeeding  Legislatures ;  and  because  a  oti- 
vate  interest  in  the  institution,  having  no  ctner 
foundation  than  as  attached  thereto,  cannot,  as  a 
mere  incident,  change  the  true  character  of  that 
political  mean.  Their  privileges,  to  say  the  most 
of  them,  have  received  admittance  within  the  pale 
of  the  Constitution,  through  an  instrument  oi  the 
Grovernment,  contrived  as  an  instrument  of  expe- 
dience, embark,  subject  to  all  the  vicissitudes  to 
which  that,  from  its  character,  is  liable  to  un- 
dergo. 

Nor  have  I  here  contended  for  any  thing  op- 
posed to  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
Union ;  on  the  contrary,  the  principles,  thus  far, 
are  clearly  supported  by  the  decisions  of  that 
tribunal.  , 

In  the  case  of  the  Dartvwuth  CoUegt  against 
WooduardL,   (4   Wheaton,    629,)   the    court  say : 
'  The  parties  in  this  case  differ  less  on  general 
principles,  less  on   the  true  construction  of  the 
Constitution  in  the  ahstract,  than  on  the  applica- 
tion of  those  principles  to  this  case.     This  is  the 
point  on  which  the  cause  essentially  depends.    If 
the  act  of  incorporation  be  a  grant  of  political 
power;  if  it  create  a  civil  institution,  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  administration  of  the  Grovernment, 
dbc.,  the  subject  is  one  in  which  the  Legislature 
may  act  according  to  its  own  judgment,  unre- 
stricted by  any  limitation  of  its  power,  imposed 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States." 
And,  again,  in  the  same  opinion,  page  638,  say 
he  court :   "  The  character  of  civil  institutions 
does  not  grow  out  of  their  incorporations,  but  out 
of  the  manner  in  which  they  are  formed,  and  the 
objects  for  which  they  are  created.     The  right 
to  change  them  is  not  founded  on  their  being  in- 
corpomted,  but  on  their  being  the  instrument  of 
Government,  created  for  its  purposes." 
Now,  the  inference  deducible  from  this  opinion, 
is  perfectly  clear  in  its  application  to  the  question 
before  us ;  which  has  also  been  decided  by  that 
court,  in  the  case  of  McCulloch  against  the  State 
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of  Maryland,  (same  book,  436.)  ''This,"  say  the 
court,  "  is  a  tax  on  the  operations  of  the  bank,  and 
'  is,  consequently,  a  tax  on  the  operation  of  an  in- 
'  strument  employed  by  the  Government  of  the 
'  Union  to  carry  its  powers  into  execution." 

In  fine,  it  has  never  been  contended,  that,  in 
any  other  light,  the  act  has  even  a  pretended  claim 
to  Constitutional  favor;  and  the  whole  reasoning 
of  the  court  is  to  show  that  it  may,  within  the 
meaning  of  that  instrument,  be  a  "  necessary  and 
proper"  vuan,  in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  to 
carry  her  powers  into  effect. 

Well,  then,  if  the  right  to  change  depends  on 
its  being  a  grant  of  political  power,  on  its  being  a 
civil  institution  to  be  employed  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Government,  and  created  for  its  pur- 
poses, as  the  incorporation  of  the  bank  was  a 
mean  of  the  Government,  laid  hold  of  as  a  "  neces- 
•iary  and  proper"  instrument  Vo  be  employed  in 
carrying  her  powers  into  execution,  it  follows, 
therefore,  that  the  right  to  change  it  vests  in  the 
Legislature,  to  be  exercised  according  to  its  own 
judgment,  unrestrained  by  any  limitation  of  its 
power  imposed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  President,  in  the  investigation  of  this  sub- 
ject, I  have  avoided  calling  in  question  the  Con- 
stitutionaL|ibwer  of  this  Government  upon  subjects 
of  this  kind.  It  is  enough,  sir,  that  this  has  been 
the  theme  of  speculation  and  altercation,  for  half 
an  age,  and  we  are  precisely  where  we  com- 
menced ;  and  I  will  venture  to  predict  will  be  so 
in  relation  to  this  question  in  a  century  to  come. 
We  have  oscillated  from  side  to  side,  accordingly 
as  circumstances  favored  the  inclination.  And  it 
is  truly  a  subject  of  that  character,  which,  in  the 
exercise  of  power,  will  ever  depend  on  the  degree 
of  inclination  and  the  strength  of  the  will  on  the 
jMirt  of  those  who  are  called  on  to  act.  Power, 
sir,  was  never  successfully  arrested  upon  doubtful 
questions,  in  which  both  interest  and  will  assumed 
their  command,  and  especially  if  the  public  senti- 
ment would  lean  to  its  exercise. 

But,  with  regard  to  the  judicial  exposition  of 
the  power  of  this  Government  "to  make  all  laws 
which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying 
into  execution  the  foregoing  powers,"  as  by  the 
Constitution  is  defined,  I  will  take  the  liberty  to 
say,  that  it  appears  to  me  as  if  the  court  had  sup- 
posed the  Congress  in  possession  of  the  whole  po- 
litical field,  without  seeming,  for  once,  to  have 
perceived  that  there  was  any  boundary  setting 
apart  distinct  parcels  of  ground — a  line  of  limita- 
tion between  national  and  State  rights  ;  that  thus 
far  it  is  national,  and  the  residuary  is  State. 

With  this  view  of  the  subject  kept  distinctly  be- 
fore us,  and  we  shall  seldom  err  upon  it,  suppose 
it  had  been  proposed  in  the  convention,  after  hav- 
ing delegated  to  Congress  the  enumerated  powers, 
to  give,  instead  of  "  all  other  power  which  shall  be 
necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution 
the  foregoing  powers  "  all  other  power  which  the 
Congress  shall  think  fit,  or  expedient,  or  shall 
please  to  exercise.  Is  it  believed  that  such  propo- 
sition would  have  been  sanctioned  by  that  body? 
To  believe  this,  we  surely  forget  the  very  scrupu- 


lous and  jealous  regard  with  which  the  convention 
must  have  acted  in  relation  to  State  rights.     ! 

Whilst  they  were  willing  to  give  all  "  necettary 
and  proper"'  jwwer  to  carry  into  effect  the  powers 
delegated,  they  were  unwilling  to  go  farther,  be- 
cause to  have  done  so,  and  given  such  power  as 
the  Congress  should  choose  to  exercise,  might,  in 
effect,  by  its  incidental  powers  merely,  impair  and 
cripple  the  vigor  of  the  remaining  reserved  and 
substantive  powers;  pare  them  down  to  a  mere 
nominal  existence,  without  the  practical  advan- 
tages of  actual  sovereign  power  within  their  own 
proper  spheres. 

The  idea  I  will  thus  exemplify :  I  have  a  right 
to  a  spot  of  ground  in  your  field,  by  a  grant  clearly 
defining  it,  and  what  snail  be  necessary  and  proper 
as  a  vay  to  go  to,  to  enjoy,  and  to  return  from  it. 
But  with  what  grace  could  I  claim  from  this,  as  a 
necessary  and  incidental  right,  the  privilege  of  se- 
lecting a  choice  of  ways,  without  regarding,  far- 
ther than  I  pleased,  your  rights,  but  going  as  will, 
whim,  or  ambition  might  incline  me,  over  your 
best  and  most  tender  rights  ?  Is  it.  therefore,  to 
be  wondered,  that  States  should  look  toward  this 
decision  as  if  they  had  been  unrepresented  ? 

I  come  nowj  Mr.  President,  to  examine  that 
part  of  the  subiect  which  requires  information  to 
be  laid  before  this  Government,  from  some  period 
hereafter,  of  the  wimt$  of  all  those  indebted  in  her 
banks,  together  with  the  ranu,  where  the  amount 
shall  exceed  a  given  sum,  and  have  been  of  long 
standing. 

The  object,  I  hope,  is  not  misunderstood,  either 
as  regards  the  borrower,  the  directory,  or  the  {Hiblic. 

To  restrain  the  former  in  his  inordinate  thirst 
for  visionary  speculation,  pomp,  and  parade,  I 
would  warn  him  to  look  before  him ;  not,  sir,  in 
the  wide  fields  of  hope  and  delusive  gratification, 
re^ting  upon  the  bounty  and  partiality  of  friends 
having  at  command  banking  capital,  and  indul- 
ging within  closed  doors  and  confidential  tra«st; 
no,  Mr.  President,  I  would  point  him  to  a  certain, 
real,  and  known  ground,  from  which  the  world 
must  see  his  situation  within  some  reasonable  pe- 
riod of  limitation.  And  thus  I  would  hope  to 
effect  two  objects — first,  to  check  his  thirst  for 
enormous  loans;  and,  secondly,  to  incite  him  in 
due  time  to  payment. 

As  relates  to  the  directory,  it  would  operate  as 
a  restraint  on  their  disposition  towards  iavoritefi. 
and  prevent  gross  abuses  of  this  important  public 
privilege,  by  reminding  them  that  they  were  not 
irresponsible  to  the  society  in  which  they  live,  and 
that,  whenever  they  indulged  to  an  excess  of  a 
pernicious  tendency,  as  behind  a  dark  veil  to  deep 
transgression,  their  deeds  ought  to  be  rendered  into 
the  hands  of  an  injured  people. 

Standing  this  day  as  the  Representative  of  a 
State,  it  is  my  duty  to  trace  the  causes  connected 
with  the  subject  of  this  inquiry,  which  have  so 
materially  contributed  to  the  distressed  situation  of 
my  country. 

Let  me  but  suppose  bills  to  have  been  drawn  to 
the  amount  of  millions,  if  you  please,  sir,  in  faror 
of  a  few.  With  those  bills  they  purchase  up  the 
circulating  currency  of  the  State,  and  drain  her 
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It  requires  no  argument  to  prove  how  this 
You  can  at  once  perceive,  sir,  that  a 


coffers. 

is  done.      __ ^......,  „„, „ 

credit  without  limit,  and  whicn  is  above  par,  may 
soon  exhaust  a  limited  capital.  By  pursuing  the 
following  inquiries,  we  shall  arrive  at  the  truth, 
and  understand  the  result  of  this  business: 

1.  That  the  banks  of  the  United  States  have, 
by  virtue  of  their  credit  merely,  created  a  large 
debt. 

2.  That  a  great  portion  of  this  debt  is  unpaid, 
and  the  most  of  those  in  whose  favor  they  nave 
drawn,  are  yet  their  debtors. 

3.  That  tnose  persons,  with  the  means  thus  fur- 
nished, have  been  enabled  to  supply  themselves  out 
of  the  money  in  the  State,  to  live  and  speculate 
upon  her  wealth,  and  exhaust  her  resources. 

Thus,  sir,  it  is  not  difficult  to  perceive,  that  one 
may  draw — another  pay — and  a  third  receive  the 
benefit :  that  considerable  sums  have  been  drawn 
from  us,  is  demonstrated  from  what  we  were  then, 
and  what  we  now  are.  Our  money  is  gone,  and  you 
are  not  paid.  Where,  then,  is  the  money  7  Shall 
I  give  you,  Mr.  President,  a  plain  country  answer  ? 
Gentlemen  have  lived  upon  it — it  has  been  wasted 
in  extravagance,  and  squandered  in  idleness,  spec- 
ulation, and  dissipation.  Yes,  sir,  we  invited  your 
^>ank  among  us — she  came  without  money — by 
her  credit  she  has  pressed  and  distressed  us — upon 
our  substance  >he  has  lived,  and  has  feasted  her 
favorites.  Are  not  these  facts  substantially  cor- 
rect ?  But,  it  may  be  asked,  are  not  those  who 
owe  the  money,  our  own  citizens  ?  This,  sir,  is 
the  question,  the  very  question  which  speaks  the 
great  propriety  and  necessity  of  knowing  who  they 
are ;  and  this  knowledge  must  come  from  the  bank, 
or  you  cannot  obtain  it.  But  that  it  is  all-import- 
ant to  know  who  they  are,  as  regards  the  interest 
of  the  West,  I  beg  leave  to  show  you,  by  the  fol- 
lowing argument  : 

Who  appoints  the  directors  ?  The  stockholders. 
Who  are  they  1  Men  of  great  wealth,  and  mer- 
cantile houses,  having  an  intimate  connexion  in 


suppose  they  are  not  impartial  and  are  not  just  ? 
Then  the  answer  is,  it  is  wrong  that  we  should 
know  it,  or  have  any  other  check  against  its  repe- 
tition. And,  whilst  you  would  administer  to  us  the 
comfort  derivable  from  the  fact,  that  there  are  hon- 
orable gentlemen  of  greatij>fegrity  in  those  insti- 
tutions, we  are,  neverthfless,  fearful  of  that  pre- 


trade,  money,  and  interest,  with  wealthy  European 
houses.  Who  want  our  Hour — who  purchase  our 
tobacco  1  Those  viry  gentlemen.  How  may  they 
regulate  the  price  ?  B^  draining  all  currency,  and 
placing  us  in  want  and  distress.  And  how  can  that 
tje  done  ?    As  has  already  lieen  shown. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  without  a  wish  to  intimidate 
or  give  any  alarm,  I  put  this  question  :  do  you  be- 
lieve that  a  free  people,  covering  a  vast  country, 
and  without  saying  more  about  them,  will  submit 
io  zUindfolded  policy^  which  subjects  them  to  such 
enormities  ?  What  is  the  security  that  those  gen- 
tlemen will  not.  by  themselves  and  others  of  their 
choice,  draw  bills  of  credit,  by  which,  from  sales 
to  our  merchants  and  others,  they  can  receive  in 
payment  our  money,  and  thus  draw  it  from  us ; 
and  then  turn  round  and  purchase  according  to 
our  wants  and  necess^ilies,  not  only  our  produce, 
but  likewise  pur  homes,  and  even  the  b»»ds  from 
under  our  children  ? 

Say  the  best  of  it,  sir,  and  the  only  repose  you 

can  give,  is  upon  the  integrity,  the  imiKirtiality, 

and  the  justice,  of  the  directors.     But  yet  the  old 

question  recurs,  and  will  again  and  again  arise — 

IGth  Con.  1st  Sees.— 3 


dominant  passion  of  man,  avarice :  an  inordinate 
thirst  for  wealth  and  power.  Is  it,  then,  that  our 
best  hope  is,  that  man  is  without  avarice^  unjust 
avarice,  and  free  from  ambition  ?  If  he  is,  th«i, 
'  verily,  we  are  safe — otherwise,  we  have  no  secur- 
'  ity.  Their  deeds  are  in  secret.  How,  sir,  would 
[  this  doctrine  sound,  that  even  the  act  of  this  na- 
tional  assembage,  who  come  from  the  bosoms  of 
the  people,  however  vitally  important  to  them, 
must  continue  to  roll  on  in  profound  mystery  and 
secrecy  ? 
j  What  safety  have  we  that  money — this  heavy 
j  and  attractive  metal — may  not  be  drawn  into  the 
scale  of  political  freedom  ?  Will  you  stand  surety, 
sir,  that  in  the  choice  of  directors  this  question 
never  secretly  steals  along  to  an  inclining  cast — 
what  are  the  politics  of  this  and  of  that  man  ? 
Who  will  he  favor  with  money  ?  And  how  may 
those  means  be  advantageously  employed  7  Sir, 
we  who  are  poor,  and  whose  poverty  you  have 
stript,  but  who  are  not  bereft  of  a  more  intrinsic 
worth,  protest  most  s<)lera]ily  against  every  thing 
conducing  to  such  an  event."  And  as  we  will  not 
give,  so  neither  do  we  want  any  sordid  advantage, 
or  Judas  arts,  to  make  proselytes  or  sustain  our 
faith. 

But,  again,  suppose,  sir,  this  dark  and  hidden 
influence  to  extend  across  the  Atlantic;  that  a 
foreign  ministry  may  be  able  to  operate  upon  her 
house's  of  wealth ;  that  those  houses  are,  in  trade 
and  interest,  deeply  connected  with  your  own 
mercantile  and  wealthy  houses ;  that,  by  bills  of 
credit  and  a  well-concerted  policy,  they  drain  us 
of  our  money,  as  preparatory  to  a  more  effectuar 
blow  upon  our  weakness.  Where  is  the  vigilant, 
|)olitical  eye,  which  is  ever  on  the  alert  against 
advantage,  and  always  attentive  to  passing  events  7 
It  is  as  if  behind  a  dark  cloud  ;  all  is  as  if  in  ob- 
scure and  silent  death,  from  the  foreign  court  doAvn 
even  to  a  western  vault,  till  the  plan  is  matured 
and  the  blow  given. 

But  this,  we  shall  be  told,  is  all  imaginary,  and 
quite  improbable.  Grant  that  it  is  so.  And  here 
is  the  repose  of  our  hope.  But  would  you  be 
willing  to  give  to  the  President  of  this  nation, 
the  man  of  the  people,  such  vast,  concealed,  and 
irresponsible  power  over  millions  ?  Would  the 
Congress  herself  dare  to  assume  the  immense  power 
over  the  united  wealth  of  themselves  and  others, 
under  the  •>anction  of  secret,  legal  operation,  with- 
out responsibility  lor  political  abuse  ? 

It  is  not  as  against  particular  men,  but  upon 
general  principle,  I  would  hope  to  act  With  some 
1  of  the  gentlemen  in  the  directory  I  have  a  {lersonal 
I  acquaintance;  they  are  respectable  and  very  wor- 
i  thy  men.  Some  of  them,  placed  in  this  station, 
I  would  do  credit  to  themselves  and  justice  to  their 
country.  Change  places,  and  they  would  demand 
I  of  us  an  exhibition  of  our  deeds,  which  so  deeply 
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concern  the  public  welfare  and  impartial  justice. 
But,  sir.  they  are  but  men,  ha  vine,  as  they  suppose, 
the  bri^^ht  prospect  of  wealth  before  them — specu- 
lation, m  her  tinselled  attire,  with  all  her  seductive 
channs.  presented  to  their  taste,  and  the  full  means 
at  command. 

And  thus  it  is,  that  whilst  not  one,  perhaps,  in 
five  hundred,  possibly  in  a  thousand,  of  the  free 
men  of  a  State,  have  been  able  to  obtam  accom- 
modations of  very  moderate  sums,  and  for  quite 
limited  periods,  possessing,  too,  both  the  ability  and 
character  for  punctuality  to  refund,  others  have 
received  ten,  twenty,  fifty,  and  even  as  high  as  a 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  This  is  not  mere  con- 
jecture; nor  does  it  depend  upon  deduction  or  ar- 
gument.    It  is  a  fact  which  will  not  be  denied. 

But,  I  would  by  no  means  be  understood  to  say, 
that  all  the  money  thus  obtained,  hasl  been  applied 
to  the  objects  of  extravagance  and  dissipation.  On 
the  contrary,  I  believe,  some  has  been  employed  in 
laudable  enterprise  and  useful  imnrovement.s  ;  and, 
in  some  instances,  to  purposes  ot  private  and  just 
convenience.  But,  I  apprehend,  those  instances 
are  but  few,  compared  with  the  immense  sums 
drawn  from  the  States. 

With  respect,  Mr.  President,  to  the  last  propasi- 
tion,  little  need  be  said.  The  object  of  which  is  to 
enable  persons  interested  in  the  information,  to  ob- 
tain it  from  the  bank,  relative  to  the  situation  of 
any  one  therein  indebted. 

To  this  it  is  objected,  that,  to  disclose  the  situa- 
tion of  a  debtor,  might  injure  his  credit — bring  upon 
him  his  creditors  without  mercy — embarrass  his 
arrangements — and  deprive  him  from  the  benefit 
of  advantages,  which  otherwise  he  might  have  ob- 
tained. This  is  all  true.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  is  quite  possible,  that,  instead  of  working  out  of 
debt,  he  may  work  farther  in;  and  it  seems  but 
fair,  that  he  who  sustains  the  risk  incident  to  the 
indulgence,  or  as  a  .security,  ought  not  to  be  refused 
the  information  necessary  to  a  correct  exercise  of 
his  ovvn  free  will.  The  bank  ought  not  to  claim 
the  privilege  of  being  generous  at  the  risk  and  ex- 
pense of  others. 

But,  this  rule,  I  apprLhcnd,  is  more  the  result  of 
an  intended  advantage  over  other  creditors.  The 
directory  know  the  situation  of  the  debtor,  and 
know,  of  course,  when,  and  in  what  manner,  to 
)roceed  to  secure  themselves.  They  may  extend 
lis  credit  at  the  very  moment  when  they  perceive 
lis  insolvency  is  probable,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
lim  to  command  other  resources ;  or,  possibly,  in 
order  to  enable  some  endorsers  to  get  off  and  pro- 
cure others  on  his  paper.  As  respects  other  debtors, 
creditors  are  on  t<jual  ground.  Besides,  truth  ought 
never  to  be  suppres,sed,  in  order  to  accomplish  pos- 
sible good,  rather  than  be  disclosed  in  order  to  pre- 
vent an  injury  equally  probable,  and  do  justice  to 
*''-  innocent.     Upon  this  point,  however,  I  have 


I  tering  indulgence  of  this  Government,  as  towards 
a  favorite,  but,  spoilt  child,  time  must  unfold.  But, 
with  this  Hou.se,  the  question  is  different.  Is  it 
politic  and  right  to  continue  in  a  State,  against 
her  will,  an  institution,  public  in  its  character,  but 
speculative  in  its  practice,^  to  the  inevitable  disturb- 
ance of  governmental  unity,  and  the  disaffection 
of  the  people  ?  For,  let  it  be  remembered,  that 
their  withdrawal  would  only  be  rer^uested,  under 
circumstances  conducing  to  that  event.  And  will 
you  lay  no  restraint  upon  that  course  of  policy  and 
of  favoritism,  which  is  so  fully  calculated  to  place 
the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  a  State  at  the  feet  of 
a  corporation  ? 

Be  it  so,  then,  sir :  the  decision  of  this  House 
shall  be  my  rule  of  conduct ;  but  not,  sir,  the  test  * 
of  my  conviction.  I  will,  therefore,  again  and 
again,  at  the  prowr  time  and  on  the  proper  occa- 
sion, wrestle  with  these  questions,  as  with  strong 
faith,  to  ultimate  success.  Inspire  unity,  interest, 
and  prosperity  ;  or  depart  the  bosom  of  the  State. 

HTien  Mr.  L.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  \ViL80N,of  New  Jersey,  called  for  a  division 
of  the  question  on  the  resolutions ;  and,  no  further 
debate  ensuing. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  first  resolution, 
and  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  12,  noes  1^4. 

The  question  was  tnen  put  on  the  two  remain- 
ing resolutions,  successively,  without  debate,  and 
also  decided  in  the  negative,  without  a  division ; 
but  few  voices  being  heard  in  the  affirmative. 


the 


less  solicitude.  The  others  I  eonsider  as  vitally 
important  to  the  peace  and  pro.speritv  of  the  people. 
Mr.  President,  I  have  done.  The  course  is  be- 
fore the  bank— whether  she  will  adopt  any  mea.sure 
m  aid  of  the  distressed  state  of  the  country,  which 
she  has  been  so  instrumental  in  producing;  or 
whetlier  she  will  continue  to  repose  upon  the  fos- 


WEDNEHnAY,  January  5. 

The  Pre81dent  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the 
Army  Regi.ster,  for  each  member  of  the  Senate, 
conformably  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  De- 
cember. 1S15;  and  the  letter  was  read. 

Mr.  Sanfurd  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
on  the  subject  of  the  di.scriminating  duties  estab- 
lished in  France  on  the  staple  products  of  this 
country,  representing  the  evil  conM'quenoe>  ri>sult- 
ing  to  the  shipping  interest  of  the  United  States 
therefrom,  and  praying  relief;  and  the  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Affairs. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claim.s,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Noah  Brown  and  others, 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  the  second  Monday  in  February  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
W  hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  obtaining 
accurate  statements  of  the  foreign  commerce  of 
the  United  State;;;  and,  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third 
time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
A\  hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Nicholas 
Vreelaud,  deceased ;  and,  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 
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The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  establishing  a 
circuit  court  within  and  for  the  District  of  Maine ; 
and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  it  was  reported 
to  the  House  accordingly,  and,  the  amendment  be- 
ine  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engros- 
sea  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, made  the  following  report,  which  was  read : 

The  Committee  on  Pensiona,  lo  whom  waa  refer- 
red a  reaolutioa  of  the  denale,  of  December  20,  1819, 
isatructing  the  aaid  coinmittee  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pcdiencj  of  rcTiving  the  act  of  1806,  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  for  p<>raoafl  who  were  disabled  by  known 
wounda  received  in  the  Revolutionary  war,"  which 
expired  at  the  cioae  of  the  last  aeaaion  of  Congreaa, 
report : 

That  tbey  have  examined  the  aubject  embraced  in 
the  aaid  reaoluuon,  a»J,  finding  that  peraona  placed 
on  the  penajon  fiat,  in  purauaiice  of  the  act  of  1800, 
may  continue  lo  receive  their  pen*iona  aa  heretofore,  by 
complying  with  the  proviaiona  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  regulating  the  paymenU  of  invalid  pcnaioaera," 
approved  3d  March,  1819;  and  beheving  that  moat,  if 
not  all  the  caaea,  that  would  come  wiihiii  the  act  of 
1806,  if  revived,  may  be  relieved  under  the  more  liberal 
provUionsoftbe  act  of  18th  March,  1818,  the  committee 
are,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  it  ia  not  neceaaary  or 
expedient  to  revive  the  act  in  the  aaid  reaolution 
mentioned. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  making  a  partial 
appropriation  for  the  military  service  ot  the  year 
ISiJO,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Williamh,  of  Ten- 
nessee, re-comraitted  to  the  military  committee, 
who  subsequently  reported  two  amendments  (ap- 
propriating for  the  national  armories  tifty-six  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  for  arrearages  on  the  settlement 
of  outstanding  claims  fifty  thousand  dollars,)  which 
amendments  were  agreed  to^  and  the  bill,  thus 
amended,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  then,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  took  up  the  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress to  the  admis.sion  of  the  State  of  Maine  into 
the  Union ;  when. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Melle.n.  the  said  bill  was 
postponed  for  four  weeks. 

[Though  nothing  was  said  on  this  motion,  it 
may  be  proper  to  explain  that  the  reason  of  the 
mover  for  making,  and  of  the  Senate  for  agreeing 
to  it,  was  understood  to  proceed  from  an  intention 
of  relinquishing  the  furtner  consideration  of  this 
bill,  and  of  taking  up  the  bill  on  the  same  subject 
which  has  already  passed  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, and  been  received  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee in  the  Senate.] 

Mr.  Dana  offered  the  proceedings  and  resolu- 
tions of  the  town  meeting  of  New  Haven,  Con- 
necticut, expressing  their  opinion  that  Congress 
have  the  right  to  prohibit  the  admission  of  slavery 
into  any  State  or  Territory,  hereafter  to  be  formed 
and  admitted  into  the  Union,  and  that  the  admis- 
sion of  slavery  into  any  such  State  or  Territory 
would  be  opposed  to  the  genius  and  spirit  of  our 
Government,  and  injurious  to  the  highest  interests 
of  the  nation,  and  requesting  the  Senators  and 
Representatives  from  that  State,  in  Congress,  to 
use  their  exertions  to  prevent  the  further  extension 


of  slavery  in  the  United   States ;  which  were  re- 
ceived and  read. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given,  Mr.  Tichenor  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  better 
organization  of  the  Treasury  Department ;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  pasyjed  to  the  second  reading. 

RESOLUTIONS  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Mr.  LowBiE  offered  the  following  proceedings 
of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  which  were 
received  and  read. 

"  That  all  power  ia  inherent  in  the  peopla,  and  all 
free  goveromenta  are  founded  on  their  autlu>rity  mmI 
inatituted  for  their  peace,  aafety,  and  happinesa,"  nx9 
the  fundamental  principles  of  republicaniam. 

To  prevent  the  peace,  aafety,  and  happineaa  of  th« 
people  from  being  endangered,  political  orthodoxy 
teacbea  that  they  ought  never  to  delegate  a  power 
which  they  can  exercise  with  convenience  to  them- 
aelvea. 

In  proportion  aa  the  capiul  of  a  moneyed  instttu- 
tion  ia  increaaed,  its  branches  extended,  and  its  direc- 
tion removed  from  the  body  of  the  people,  ao  also  will 
be  increased  its  power  and  inclinalion  to  do  evil  and 
to  tyrannize.     Therefore, 

kcMolced  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Cornmofiwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  Gen- 
erai  Assembly  met.  That  the  following  amendment  be 
proposed  to  the  Conatitulion  of  the  United  States,  vix: 
('ongreaa  ahall  make  no  l»w  to  erect  or  incorporate 
any  bank  or  other  moneyed  inatitulion,  except  within 
the  District  « f  Columbia ;  and  every  bank  or  other 
moneyed  institution  which  shall  be  eatabliabed  by  the 
authority  of  Congress,  shall,  together  with  iu  branches 
and  offices  of  discount  and  depoaite,  be  confined  to 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Resolved,  That  our  Senatora  and  RepresenUtivesin 
Congress  be  requested  to  use  their  exertions  to  pro- 
cure the  adoption  of  the  foregoing  amendment. 

Resulted,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  trans- 
mit copies  of  the  foregoing  preamble,  proposed  amend- 
ment, and  resolutions,  to  each  of  oar  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress  ;  and  also  to  transmit  like 
copies  to  the  Executives  of  the  several  Sutes,  with  a 
request  that  they  lay  the  same  before  the  Legislatures 
thereof,  soliciting  their  co-operation  in  procuring  the 
adoption  of  the  foregoing  amendment. 

REE8  HILL, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Reps. 

ISAAC   WEAVER, 
Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

.\pproved,  March  29,  1819. 

WILLIAM  FINDLAY. 

SLAVERY  IN  NEW  STATES. 

Mr.  Roberts  offered  the  following  proceedings 
of  the  same  Legislature,  which  were  also  receiv2d, 
and  read  : 

Resolutions  relative  to  preventing  the  introduction  of 
Slavery  into  new  States. 
The  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  whilst  they  cherish 
the  right  of  the  individual  States  to  express  their  opin- 
ions upon  all  public  measures  proposed  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  Union,  are  aware  that  its  usefulness  must 
in  a  great  degree  depend  upon  the  discretion  with 
which  it  is  exercised.  They  believe  that  the  right  ought 
not  to  be  resorted  to  upon  trivial  subjects  or  unimpor- 
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Unt  occasions,  but  thej  are  also  persuaded  that  there 
are  moments  when  the  neglect  to  exercise  it  would 
be  a  dereliction  of  public  dutj. 

Such  an  occasion  as  in  their  judgment  demands  the 
frank  expression  of  the  sentiments  of  Pennsylvania  is 
now  pref^nted.  A  measure  was  ardently  supported 
in  the  last  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  will 
probably  be  as  earnestly  urged  during  the  existing  ses- 
sion of  that  body,  which  has  a  palpable  tendency  to 
impair  the  political  relations  of  the  several  States ; 
wtuch  is  calculated  to  mar  the  social  happiness  of  the 
present  and  future  generations ;  which,  if  adopted, 
would  impede  the  march  of  humanity  and  freedom 
through  the  world,  and  would  affix  and  perpetuate  an 
odious  stain  upon  the  present  race; — a  measure,  in 
brief,  which  proposes  to  spread  the  crimes  and  cruel- 
ties of  slavery  from  the  banks  of  the  Miasisaippi  to  the 
shores  of  the  Pacific. 

When  measures  of  this  character  are  seriously  advo- 
cated in  the  republican  Congress  of  America,  in  the 
nineteenth  century,  the  several  States  are  invoked  by 
the  duty  which  they  owe  to  the  Deity,  by  the  venera- 
tion which  they  entertain  for  the  memory  of  the  found- 
ers of  the  Republic,  and  by  a  tender  regard  for  poster- 
ity, to  protest  against  its  adoption,  to  refuse  to  covenant 
with  crime,  and  to  limit  the  range  of  an  evil  that 
already  hangs  in  awful  \>oding  over  so  large  a  portion 
of  the  Union. 

Nor  can  such  a  protest  be  entered  by  any  State  with 
greater  propriety  than  by  Pennsylvania.  This  Com- 
monwealth has  as  sacredly  respected  the  rights  of  other 
States  as  it  has  been  careful  of  its  own.  It  has  been 
the  invariable  aim  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  to 
extend  to  the  universe,  by  their  example,  the  unadul- 
terated blessings  of  civil  and  religious  freedom.  It  is 
their  pride,  that  they  have  been  at  all  times  the  prac- 
tical advocates  of  those  improvements  and  charities 
amongst  men  which  are  so  well  calculated  to  enable 
them  to  answer  the  purposes  of  their  Creator;  and, 
above  all,  they  may  boast  that  they  were  foreraoat  in 
removing  the  pollution  of  slavery  from  amongst  them. 

If,  indeed,  the  measure  against  which  Pennsylvania 
considers  it  her  duty  to  raise  her  voice,  was  calculated 
to  abridge  any  of  the  righu  guarantied  to  the  several 
States;  if,  odious  as  slavery  is,  it  was  proposed  to 
hasten  its  extinction  by  means  injurious  to  the  States 
upon  which  it  was  unhappily  entailed,  Pennsylvania 
would  be  amongst  the  first  tu  insist  upon  a  sacred  ob- 
servance of  the  Constitutional  compact.  But  it  cannot 
be  pretended  that  the  rights  of  any  of  the  States  are 
at  all  to  be  affected  by  refusing  to  extend  the  mischiefs 
of  human  bondage  over  the  Iniundless  regions  of  the 
West,  a  territory  which  formed  no  ^rt  of  the  Con- 
federation at  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  ;  which 
halbeen  but  lately  purchased  from  an  European  Power 
by  the  people  at  large  ;  which  may  or  may  not  be  ad- 
mitted as  a  Slate  into  the  Union  at  the  discretion  of 
Congress,  which  must  establish  a  Republican  form  of 
government,  and  no  other;  and  whose  climate  aflbrds 
none  of  the  pretexts  urged  for  resorting  to  the  labor  of 
natives  of  the  torrid  lone.  Such  a  territory  has  no 
right,  inherent  or  acquired,  such  as  those  States  pos- 
sessed which  esUblished  the  existing  Conklilution. 
When  that  Constitution  was  framed,  in  September, 
seventeen  hundred  and  eighty- seven,  the  concession 
that  three-fifths  of  the  slaves  in  the  States  tlien  existing 
should  be  represented  in  Congress,  could  not  have 
been  intended  to  embrace  regions  at  that  time  held  by 
a  foreign  Power.     On  the  contrary,  so  anxious  were 


the  Congress  of  that  day  to  confine  human  Imndage 
within  its  ancient  home,  that,  on  the  thirteenth  of 
July,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  that  body 
unanimously  declared  that  slavery  or  invoiantary  ser- 
vitude ahould  not  exist  in  the  extensive  territoriea 
bounded  by  the  Ohio,  the  Mississippi,  Canada  and  the 
Lakes.  And  in  the  ninth  section  of  the  first  article  of 
the  Constitution  itself,  the  power  of  Congress  to  pro- 
hibit the  migration  of  servile  persons  after  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  eight,  is  expressly  recognised; 
nor  is  there  to  be  found  in  the  statute  book  a  single 
instance  of  the  admission  of  a  Territory  to  the  rank  of  a 
State,  in  which  Congress  have  not  adhered  to  the  right 
vested  in  them  by  the  Constitution,  to  stipulate  with 
the  Territory  upon  the  conditions  of  such  adniaaion. 

The  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  Penn- 
sylvania, therefore,  cannot  but  deprecate  ony  departure 
from  the  humane  and  enlightened  policy,  pursued  not 
only  by  the  illustrious  Congress  of  1787,  but  by  their 
successors,  without  exception.  I'hey  are  persuaded 
that,  to  open  the  fertile  regions  of  the  West  to  a  servile 
race,  would  tend  to  increase  their  numbers  beyond  all 
past  example,  would  open  a  new  and  steady  market 
for  the  lawless  venders  of  human  flesh,  and  would 
render  all  schemes  for  obliterating  this  most  foul  blot 
upon  the  American  character,  useless  and  unavailing. 

Under  these' convictions,  and  in  full  persuasion  that 
upon  this  topic  there  is  but  one  opinion  in  Pennsyl- 
vania— 

Retohed,  by  tht  Htnate  and  Haute  of  Reprt$tnta- 
tivea  of  ike  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  That 
the  Senators  and  Representatives  of  this  State  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
requested  to  vote  against  the  admission  of  any  Territory 
as  a  State  in  the  Union,  unless  "  the  further  introduc- 
tion of  slavery  or  involuntary  servitude,  except  for  the 
punishment  of  crimes,  whereof  the  party  shall  have 
been  duly  convicted,  shall  be  prohibited  ;  and  all 
children  born  within  the  said  Territory,  after  the  ad- 
mission into  the  Union  as  a  State,  shall  be  free,  but 
may  be  held  to  service  until  the  auc  of  twenty-five 
year^" 

Retolred,  That  the  Governor  be  and  he  is  hereby 
requested  to  cause  a  sopy  of  the  foregoing  preamble 
and  resolution  to  be  transmitted  to  each  of  the  Senators 
and  Representatives  of  this  State  in  the  Congreas  of 
the  United  States. 

JOSEPH  LAWRENCE. 

''  Speaker  of  the  Hotuc  of  Repretentatives. 

ISAAC  WEAVER. 

'  .  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Appruted — The  22d  day  of  December,  181D. 

WILLIAM  FINDLAY. 


Thursday,  January  6. 
The  Pre.sident  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  comprehending  btatements  of 
the  exprndilQre  and  application  of  all  such  sums  of 
money  a>  have  been  drawn  from  the  Treasury  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  from  the  1st  of  October  1818, 
to  the  3Uth  of  September,  1819,  inclusive,  in  virtue 
of  the  appropriation  laws  of  1819,  and  of  the  un- 
expended balances  of  former  appropriations  re- 
maining in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  October, 
I^IS;  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  1st  s(>ction  of 
the  act  of  the  3d  of  March  1809,  further  to  amend 
the  several  acts  for  the  establishment  and  regula- 


tion  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and   Navy  Depart- 
ments ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  Pheside.nt  also  communicated  a  similar 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  also  a 
letter  from  him  transmitting  for  the  use  of  the  Sen- 
ate seventy-five  copies  of  the  Naval  Register;  and 
the  report  and  letter  were  respectively  read. 

The  President  also  communicated  the  petition 
of  Ann  Wilson,  in  behalf  of  herself  and  others, 
praying  that  provision  may  be  made  for  funding 
certain  loan  office  and  other  certificates  and  con- 
tinental money  in  their  possession,  as  stated  in  the 
petition ;  which  was  read,  and  rel'erred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Christopher  Fowler,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment,  accompanied  by  a  report  recommend- 
ing that  the  bill  be  rejected ;  and  the  report  was 
read. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  David  HeiJey. 
late  of  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  reported  a  bill  au- 
thorizing payment  to  be  made  for  certain  muskets 
impressed  into  the  service  of  the  United  States; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  memorial  of  mer- 
chants and  others,  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hamp- 
shire, in  favor  of  a  national  bankrupt  law;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Dickehson  presented  the  memorial  of 
Thomas  Leiper  and  others,  citizens  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, praying  that  the  tariff  may  be  revised  in 
such  a  mode  as  to  revive  our  drooping  manufac- 
tures, and  atford  effectual  protection  of  the  national 
industry ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  upon  the 
petition  of  Joshua  Nevill,  and,  in  conformity  there- 
to, resolved,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  not 
granted. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Retohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  whether  any  amendment  be  ne- 
cessary to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  cer- 
tain persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  aenrice  of 
the  United  States  in  the  Revolutionary  War,"  ap- 
proved March  18th,  1818,  the  better  to  insure  the 
execution  of  the  ssid  act,  according  to  its  true  spirit 
and  intention,  and  whether  it  be  expedient,  in  any 
respect,  to  amend  or  modify  paid  act. 

Mr.  San  FORD,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  regu- 
late and  fix  the  compensation  of  the  clerks  in  the 
different  offices,'  passed  the  20th  day  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,"  reported 
the  same  with  an  amendment,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  committee  to  whom  had 
been  referred  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Maine, 
reported  the  same  with  an  amendment. 


[This  amendment  is  the  whole  of  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a  consti- 
tution, dtc.,  without  restriction.] 

The  report  being  before  the  Senate — 

Mr.  PiNKNEY,  after  adverting  to  the  magnimde 
of  the  question  involved  in  this  amendment,  and 
the  importance  of  a  full  examination,  clear  under- 
standing, and  correct  decision  of  it,  moved  that 
the  bill  be  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for,  Thursday  next. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to,  nen.  con. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  a  partial  ap- 
propriation for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1820,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  obtaining  accurate  state- 
ments of  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  United 
States  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  Nicholas  Vreeland,  deceased,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
Hughes;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  l^al  representatives  of  Philip  Barbour,  de- 
ceased ;"  and,  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of  Anthony  Burk ;"  in  which 
bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  said  three  bills  were  read,  and  severally 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
Hughes,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Philip  Barbour,  deceased,'* 
was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Anthony  Burk,"  was  read  the  second 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of  tne  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, in  behalf  of  Christopher  Miller,  praying  that 
adequate  provision  may  be  made  for  nim  in  con- 
sideration of  services  rendered  under  (Jeneral 
Wayne,  as  stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  memorial  of  Samuel 
and  W.  Meeteer  and  others,  manufacturers,  deal- 
ers in,  and  consumers  of  paper,  residing  in  Balti- 
more, praying  that  a  duty  per  lb.  stifficient  to  pro- 
tect the  American  manufacturer,  be  laicf  on  all 
paper  imported  into  the  United  States ;  and  the  me- 
morial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday  morning. 


Monday,  January  10. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
BadoUet,  register  of  the  land  office  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Vincennes,  praying  compensation  for  cer- 
tain extra  services,  as  stated  in  the  memorial ; 
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which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
A&irs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  in  addition  to  the  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  year  1819,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Mr  Sanfori)  presented  the  memorial  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  citv  of  Schenectady,  in  the  Sute 
of  New  York,  on  the  subject  of  the  turthtr  exten- 
sion of  slavery  in  this  country,  expressing  the  opin- 
ion that  Congress  possess  the  Constitutional  au- 
thority to  prohibit  it,  and  praying  the  same  may  be 
Prohibited  in  any  new  State  admitted  into  the 
Jnion,  beyond  the  limits  of  the  original  territory 
of  the  United  States;  an^  the  memorial  was 
read 

Mr.  Sanford  also  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Chamber  o{  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law  establishing  a 
general  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the 
United  States;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Lathrop 
Davis,  praying  an  increase  of  pension,  made  a  re- 
port, accomoanied  by  a  resolution,  that  the  peti- 
tion^ have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition.  The 
report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  memorial  of  citizens 
of  Middletown  and  its  vicinity,  in  tJie  State  of 
Connecticut,  praying  that  adequate  protection  may 
be  extended  to  domestic  manufactures,  for  reasons 
suted  m  the  memorial ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
fmed  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures. 

Mr.  Meixen  presented  the  proceedings  of  the 
raeetmg  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  South 
Berwick,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  on  the 
subject  of  the  further  extension  of  slavery  in  this 
country,  and  praying  the  same  may  be  prohibited 
in  any  new  State  which  may  be  hereafter  admit- 
ted by  Congress  into  the  Union  ;  which  were  read. 

The  Phesidewt  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  trans- 
mitting a  copy  of  a  special  report  of  the  Register 
and  Receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the  Eastern 
District  of  the  State  of  Louisiana;  and  the  letter 
and  repOTt  were  read. 

The  Presioent  also  communicated  a  report  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Pension  Fund 
containing  statements  in  relation  to  that  fund' 
made  m  obedience  to  the  "Act  for  the  better  irov- 
einment  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States;"  and 
toe  report  was  read. 

Mr.  Horsey  presented  the  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis, 
praying  a  renewal  of  their  charter ;  and  the  peti- 
tion was  read  and  referred  to  the  CommitteTfor 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James  Wood 
made  a  report   accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
1  he  report  and  resolution  were  read. 


Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  High- 
tower,  also  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  reso- 
lution, that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not 
to  be  granted.  The  report  and  resoluUou  were 
read. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  pesented  the  proceedings  and  me- 
morial of  the  citizens  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island 
and  Providence  Plantations,  assembled  at  the  State 
House,  in  Providence,  on  the  subject  of  the  fur- 
ther extension  of  slavery  in  this  country,  and  pray- 
ing the  same  may  be  prohibited  in  any  new  State 
which  may  be  hereafter  admitted  by  Congress  into 
the  Union  ;  and  also  the  address  o\  the  represent- 
atives of  the  yearly  meeting  of  Friends  in  New 
England  on  the  same  subject ;  which  were  seve- 
rally read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  Committee  rf 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled 
''An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Anthony 
Burk,"  were  discharged  from  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands,  to  consider  and  report  lliereon. 
Mr.  Wilson  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Retoived,  That  the  Cominitte«  on  Military  Allain 
be  iriitructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allow- 
ipg  to  officer*  of  the  army  a  specific  aum  oionthly,  is 
Ilea  of  their  prcaent  pay,  ratjona,  and  other  eiuolu- 
meata. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentative of  Philip  Barbour,  decea^,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  William  Wikoff,  of  the  county  of  Ope- 
louMs,  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  pitying  the 
confirmation  of  his  title  to  certain  land  therein 
stated ;  and  aln)  the  petition  of  Abraham  Mace,  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  making  a  similar  prayer  • 
and  the  petitions  were  severally  read,  and  referred' 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Nobi.e  presented  the  petition  of  Alexander 
Irwin,  of  the  county  of  Franklin,  and  State  ol 
Indiana,  praying  an  increase  of  pension,  for  rea- 
sons stated  m  the  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Landa  be 
inatructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  for  the  appointment  of  a  SufTeyor  General,  for 
the  United  Statea,  fou.  the  Slate  of  LouUiana,  whoM» 
offiaal  dutiea  shall  be  coofined  to  the  Suu. 

Mr.  TnoMAti  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Rfolvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Laoda  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  catablish- 
ing  addiuonal  diatricU,  for  the  sale  of  public  landa.  in 
the  8ut«  of  Illinoia.  *^  ^ 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  tie  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  Deceift- 
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her  20th,  1819,  instructing  them  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  reviving  the  act  of  1806,  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  for  persons  who  Were  disabled 
by  known  wounds  received  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,"  which  expired  at  the  close  of  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress ;  and  in  concurrence  therewith, 
Re»<dved,  That  it  is  not  necessary  or  expedient 
to  revive  the  act  in  said  resolution  mentioned. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  6th  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  to  inquire  whether  any  amend- 
ment be  necessary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land 
and  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,"  approved  March  18th,  1818, 
the  belter  to  insure  the  execution  of  the  said  act, 
according  to  its  true  spirit  and  intention,  and  whe- 
ther it  be  expedient  in  any  respect  to  amend  or 
modify  said  act,  and  agreed  thereto. 
TirT^^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Christopher  Fowler ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
BuRRiLL,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  the  >econd  Monday  in  February 
next.  ' 

iirT^^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementarv  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to 
regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of  the  clerks  in 
the  different  offices,'  passed  the  20th  of  April, 
1818,"'  together  with  the  amendment  reported 
thereto  by  the  Committee  on  Finance ;  and,  the 
amendment  having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  re- 
ported to  the  House  amended  accordingly ;  and, 
the  amendment  being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Wlwle,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  proposing  an  amend- 
ment U)  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as 
it  respects  the  choice  of  Electors  of  the  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
election  of  Representative-  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  Sutes ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Lanman, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Eaton  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration  : 


by  the  collectors  of  the  different  ports,  for  the  years 
1818  and  181&;  and  the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  Hunter  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bUI,  to  continue  in 
force  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  re- 
ports of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,"  an- 
proved  the  3d  March,  1817. 

Mr.  Sanforo  presented  the  petition  of  the  man- 
ufacturers of  boots  and  shoes,  m  the  city  of  New 
York,  praying  an  increase  of  duty  on  the  importa- 
tion of  such  articles,  so  as  to  extend  to  them  an 
adequate  protection ;  and  the  petition  was  read 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  ani 
Manufactures. 


Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
loetructed  to  inquire  whether  any  amendment*  can 
be  made  in  the  criminal  code  of  the  United  States,  by 
which  to  punish  persons  guilty  of  forging  papcra,  or 
Touchers  necessary  to  the  esUblishment  of  any  claims 
now,  or  hereafter  to  be  brought  against  the  GoTern- 
ment  of  the  United  Statea. 

The  bill  establishing  a  circuit  court  within  and 
for  the  District  of  Maine,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  PRE8inENT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  made  in  pursuance  of  an  act 
of  Congress,  passed  2d  March,  1799,  entitled  "An 
act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  certain  parts  of 
the  act  for  the  relief  and  protection  of  American 
seamen,  and  to  amend  the  same,"  containing  ab- 
stracts of  all  the  returns  made  to  that  Department 


TuESDAV,  January  11. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  enutled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ether  Ship- 
ley, admmistrator  of  Thomas  Buckminster,  late 
lieutenant  in  the  thirty-third  regiment  of  United 
Staie^mfantry,"  in  which  bill  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  said  bill  was  twice  read  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Sanforo  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
reconimending  the  continuance  of  the  present  mode 
of  collecting  duties  on  importations,  but  in  favor  of 
levying  two  and  an  half  ner  cent,  upon  package 
sales,  and  of  five  per  cent,  for  sales  of  smaller  quan- 
Uties,  at  auctions,  with  certain  exceptions ;  and  the 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  MoRRiL,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  al- 
lowing Sarah  Allen  the  bounty  land  and  pay  which 
would  have  been  due  to  her  son,  Samuel  Drew 
had  he  lived,  for  his  ser\ice  as  a  private  in  the  la|e 
war,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Thomas  presented  the  petition  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Illinois,  praying  that  the 
right  of  pre-emption  may  be  extended  to  certain 
settlers  m  said  State,  as  stated  in  the  petition ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  making 
further  provision  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands ; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  10th  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  allowing  to  officers  of  the  Army*a 
specific  sum  monthly,  in  lieu  of  their  present  pay, 
rations,  and  other  emoluments,  and  agreed  thereto. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  10th  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  establishing  additional  districts  for  the 
sale  of  nublic  lands  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  lOth  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
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mittee  on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  whether  any 
amendments  can  be  made  in  the  criminal  code  of 
the  United  States,  by  which  to  punish  persons 
guilty  of  forging  certain  vouchers,  and  agreed 
thereto-. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  better  organization  of 
the  Treasury  Department  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  reterred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  bill  authorizing  payment  to  be  made  for 
certain  muskets  impressed  mto  the  service  of  the 
United  States  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  entitled  '  An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  the  clerks  in  the  different  offices,' 
passed  the  20th  of  April,  1818,"  was  read  a  third 
time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Presidbnt  op  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States:    ^  '    '  ■  ' 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  oTthe  Senate,  of  the 
20th  of  January,  1819,  requesting  rae  "  to  came  a  re- 
port to  be  laid  before  them  at  their  next  sesaion,  of 
aach  facu  aa  maj  be  within  the  meana  of  the  GoTern- 
ment  to  obtain,  showing  how  far  it  may  be  expedient, 
or  not,  to  provide  by  l«w  for  clothing  the  Army  with 
artidea  manafactared  in  the  United  Statea,"  1  trans- 
mit a  report  from  the  SecreUry  of  War,  which,  with 
the  accompanying  documenU,  comprehends  all  the 
information  required  by  the  Senate  in  their  resolution 
aforesaid. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WASBiifBToir,  Jan.  8,  1820. 

The  Message,  together  with  the  accompanying 
report  and  documents,  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  ''  An 
act  in  addition  to  the  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  year  1819;"  and,  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representative  of 
Philip  Barbour,  deceased  ;"  and,  no  amendment 
having  been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Lathrop  Davis,  pray- 
ing an  increa.se  of  pension;  and,  m  conformity 
thereto,  the  petitioner  had  leave  to  withdraw  his 
petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  James  Wood ;  and  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Tuesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petit»«i  of  Thomas  Hightower;  and, 
in  conformity  thereto,  resolved  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motioD  for  consideration : 


Retoived,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Aflkirs 
be  directed  to  inquiro  into  the  expediency  of  making 
auch  alterations  in  the  system  of  Indian  Uade  as  will 
be  better  calculated  to  accure  the  peace  of  the  fron- 
tier, unA  tu  promote  the  ciTilization  and  happineaa  of 
th^-hiiliaoa. 

Mr.  RoBERTH  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  under  the 
rule  of  the  Senate  (late  48)  be  directed  to  inquire 
whether  any  regulation  be  expedient  to  increase  the 
number  of  copies  of  the  Journals  and  Sute  Paperi> 
hereafter  to  be  printed  by  order  and  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  HiNTER  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  provide  for  reports  of  the  decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Court,"  approved  the  3d  of  March,  1817  ; 
and  the  bill  was  reed  and  jjassed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  C,olumbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  reso- 
lution for  the  further  distribution  of  the  Journal  of 
the  Convention  which  formed  the  Constitution  of  \ 
the  United  States,  reported  the  sam"?  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  read. 


WfinNEanAY,  January  12. 
^  The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  exhibiting  the  sums 
rwpectively  received  by  each  clerk  in  the  several 
offices  of  that  department,  for  services  rendered 
during  the  year  1819,  made  in  obedience  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  April  21.  1806,  to  reguhite 
and  fix  the  compensation  of  clerks;  and  the  report 
was  read. 

The  PRE8inENT  also  communicated  the  petition 
of  Jolm  Taylor,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  who 
was  a  mariner  on  board  the  revenue  cutter  Active, 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States;  and,  while  in 
the  discharge  of  such  service,  received  a  gunshot 
wound,  which  disabled  him,  and  praying  a  pen- 
sion in  consideration  thereof;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Chapman,  collector  of  the  customs  for 
the  district  of  Georgetown,  in  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  reso- 
lution that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not 
to  be  granted.  The  report  and  resolution  were 
read. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com 
mittee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  w^^ 
referred,  reported  a  bill  confirming  Anthony  Cava- 
lier and  Peter  Petit  in  their  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land  ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Edward  Bar- 
^y  l^^  George  Hodee,  made  a  report,  accompani- 
ed by  a  resolution,  that  the  petitioners  have  feare 
to  withdraw  their  petition. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
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ci*ry,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  a 
number  of  merchants  of  Boston,  and  other  towns 
in  Massachusetts ;  a  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  ;  a  memo- 
rial of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  Ha- 
ven, Connecticut ;  a  memorial  of  merchants  and 
others  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  and  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
all  praying  for  the  passage  of  a  bankrupt  law,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy throughout  the  United  States ;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committe,  to  whom 
was  referred  »he  resolution  of  the  Senate,  directing 
them  to  inquire  what  provisions  are  necessary  to 
give  effect  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  in  the 
State  of  Alabama,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  a 
district  court  in  the  State  of  Alabama ;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  tenth  instant,  for  instructing  the 
-  Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  apppint- 
ment  of  a  Surmor  Greneral  of  the  United  States 
for  the  State  of  Louisiana,  whosfe  official  duties 
shall  be  confined  to  the  State,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  eleventh  instant,  for  instructing  the 
committee  appointed  under  the  rule  of  the  Senate, 
(late  42,)  to  inquire  whether  any  regulation  be  ne- 
cessary to  increase  the  number  of  copies  of  docu- 
ments hereafter  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr,  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  Pension.s, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Phineas  Cole, 
of  New  Hampshire,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  resolution,  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  provide  for  reports  of  the  decisions  of 
the  Supreme  Court,"  approved  the  3d  of  March, 
1817,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  making  further  provision  for  the  sale 
of  public  lands,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  in  addition  to  the 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
navy  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1819,"  was 
reaa  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  repr«*sentative  of  Philip  Barbour,  deceased," 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
'  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
payment  to  be  made  for  certain  muskets  impressed 
mto  the  service  of  the  United  States ;  and,  no 
■  amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  Hou^,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  the  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  for  the 
further  distribution  of  the  Journal  of  the  Conven- 
tion which  formed  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  together  with  the  amendment  reported  there- 
to, by  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia ; 
and  the  amendment  having  been  agreed  to,  it  was 
reported  to  the  House,  amended  accordingly ;  and, 


the  amendment  being  concurred  in,  the  resolution 
was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time,  as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  allowing  Sarah  Allen  the  bounty  land  and  pay 
which  would  have  been  due  to  her  son  Samuel 
Drew,  had  he  lived,  for  his  services  as  a  private  in 
the  late  war ;"  and,  no  amendment  having  been 
made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Hunter  presentwl  the  memorial  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  town  of  Newport,  in  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island,  praying  that  a  provision  may  be  in- 
serted in  the  bill,  now  pending  before  Congress.  "^ 
authorizing  the  people  ofthe  Territory  of  Missouri 
to  form  a  State  government,  and  for  otlier  purposes, 
forbidding  the  extension  of  slavery  in  .««id  State ; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  W.  B. 
Irish  and  others,  reported  a  bill  for  altering  the 
times  for  holding  the  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  western  district  of  Pennsylvania ;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Parhott  presented  the  memorial  of  Thomas 
Sheafe  and  others,  citizens  of  Portsmouth,  New 
Hampbire,  representing  the  great  disadvantages 
experienced  by  American  shipping,  in  our  inter- 
course with  France,  and  other  foreign  nations,  and 
praying  relief;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Brady,  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  the  renewal  of 
two  land  warrants  for  Revolutionary  bounty  lands, 
stated  to  have  been  deposited,  by  his  order,  in  the 
Land  Office,  and  which  cannot  now  be  found ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  joint  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Dickersow, 
to  amend  the  Constitution  so  as  to  produce  an  uni- 
form mode  of  electing  Electors  of  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  members 
of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  delivered  his  objec- 
tions at  large  to  the  poficy  of  the  resolution  and 
the  amendment  proposed  to  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN  replied,  and  supported  his  pro- 
position. 

He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Morril,  in  favor  of 
the  proposition  ;  and,  after  some  incidental  remarks 
by  Mr.  Dana,  the  further  consideration  of  the 
suhject  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowbie,  postponed 
to  Wednesday  next. 

INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 

The  resolution,  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  John- 
son, of  Kentucky,  proposing  an  inquiry  into  the 
expediency  of  making  further  provision  for  the 
amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  Indians,  and 
for  securing  the  peace  of  the  frontiers,  came  up  for 
consideration — 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  said,  that  the  reso- 
lution originated  in  a  p^usal  of  the  report  on  that 
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thus  circulated  will  go  into  the  hands  of  the  peo- 
ple; and,  by  enabling  them  to  purchase  public 


tion,  yesterday,  to  have  given  a  summary  of  my 
views  in  relation  to  that  subject ;  but  declined  it, 
from  the  coaviction  that  a  more  suitable  opportu- 
nity would  offer,  on  the  maturity  of  some  measure 
which  must  grow  out  of  it.  The  measure  which 
the  resolution  contemplates  is  in  accordance  with 


ands,  and  make  payments  on  debts  already  con- 
tracted under  fairer  prospects,  would  return  into 
the  public  coffers.  The  revenue  in  the  West,  I 
presume,  ha:>  now  accumulated  to  a  million  and  a 
half  of  dollars,  which  cannot  be  withdrawn  at 
this  time,  without  draining  it  of  all  the  silver  and 


the  policy  pursued  by  the  Government,  from  its  I  gold  which  it  contains,  to  the  ruin  6f  thousands  of 
commencement,  in  relation  to  the  natives,  the  |  its  most  meritorious  citizens, 
amelioration  of  their  condition,  the  blessings  of  {  As  to  the  economy  which  has  been  observed  on 
civilization:  and  not  a  system  of  annihilation.  !  this  point,  no  individual  will  charge  the  War  De- 
The  great  means  of  influence  over  the  sons  of  the  '  partment  with  extravagance.  Any  gentleman  who 
forest,  are,  trade  and  intercourse;  and  as  nothing  \  will  give  himself  the  trouble  to  examine  the  trans- 
can  restrain  the  effects  of  this  influence,  they  should  actions  of  that  Department,  will  be  fully  satisfied 
be  wisely  regulated.  It  is  a  fact,  established  both  that  the  most  rigid  economy  has  been  uniformly 
by  the  report  alluded  to,  and  the  most  authentic  observed  ever  since  the  administration  of  it  de- 
information,  that  the  avarice  and  profligacy  of  In-  volved  upon  the  present  incumbent.  In  this  par- 
dian  traders   has  often  had  a  direct  tendency  to    ticular  case  the  only  fear  is,  that  the  desire  of  ex- 


counteract  the  benign  effects  of  this  policy,  and  to 
circumscribe  the  influence  of  benevolent  societies. 


devoted  to  the  work  of  their  instruction  in  the  pre-    plated. 


cepts  of  Christianity 

While  we  have  an  army,  its  principal  strength 
-  should  be  seated  upon  the  western  waters.  The  mil- 
itary establishments  about  to  be  made,  are  more 
important  in  the  con.sequences  which  they  in- 
volve, than  those  of  any  former  period.  It  is 
expected,  by  every  part  of  the  nation,  that  the 
plan  of  the  Executive  will  be  prosecuted  to  its 
utmost  design.  Previous  to  this  movement  of 
the  War  Department,  our  whole  Northwestern 
frontier,  from  the  waters  of  Green  Bay  to  the  Ar- 
kansas, was  protected  by  a  single  regiment.  By 
the  present  arrangement,  it  has  three  times  that 


ecuting  this  object  at  a  small  ^'xpf'nse,  may  retard 
its  accomplishment   beyond   the  period  contem- 


In  concluding  I  shall  observe,  that  economy,  at 
all  tinies,  should  be  regarded  as  a  national  virtue, 
and  is  especially  desirable  at  this  moment ;  but 
the  whole  nation  is  deeply  interested  in  this  Mili- 
tary Establishment,  and  its  accomplishment  is 
confidently  expected  by  that  section  which  I  have 
the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent. 

[The  resolution  was  agreed  to.j 


^HCRsD.iv,  January  13. 

Mr.   Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 

e      •       ■        ,       -      ,\      —:..-; -"  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 

torce  assigned  to  it,  which  is  still  but  a  small  pro-    act  for  the  relief  of  James  Hughes  ''  reported  the 


portion,  compared  with  die  magnitude  of  the  oh-  |  same  without  amendment 

ject.     The  mo^t  happy  results  are  combined  in        Mr.   Sanford  presented  the  memorial  of  the 

nti'te.  J.^^  Sr;;ilfi^li?"^:  ^J^^'^:^  \  fe^^^T.^^  '^^  >•'-  York  Hospital,  restive  to 


ritorial  frontier  of  the  whole  nation  now  enjoys 
security;  while  the  positions  taken  are  equally 
favorable  to  the  protection  of  our  most  defenceless 
maritime  frontier,  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  through 
which  all  the  commerce  of  the  West  must  pass. 
The  stations  selected  are  well  calculated  to  pre- 
serve the  health  of  the  troops ;  and,  in  case  of 
danger,  the  facility  and  rapidity  of  the  movement 
down  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributary  streams 
would  meet  in  time  the  most  sudden  invasion. 

To  maintain  these  military  posts,  and  to  occupy 
them  with  a  due  proportion  of  our  Army,  I  con- 
ceive, sir,  to  be  a  legitimate  object  of  expenditure ; 
and  the  Western  sections  of  the  Union  expect  a 
continuance  of  these  operations. 

I  shall  ever  consider  it  my  duty  to  promote  the 
disbursement  of  a  fair  proportion  of  public  mon*y 
in  the  West,  when  it  can  be  done  to  the  benefit  of 
the  whole  community.  There  are  riiany  objects 
of  that  character,  some  of  which  it  may  become 
necessary  for  me  to  present  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Senate ;  for  I  give  it  as  my  opinion,  and  I 
believe  it  also  to  be  in  accordance  with  that  of 
the  Treasury  Department,  that  a  reasonable  ex- 
penditure for  objects  of  national  utility  in  the 
West  will  not  diminish  the  revenue,  nor  increase 
the  amount  of  the  financial  deficiency.     What  is 


distressed  American  seamen  relieved  by  that  institu- 
tion, and  praying  remuneration  ;  and  the  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  King  presented  the  memorial  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  county  of  Monroe  m  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  Alabama,  praying,  in  l>ehalf 
of  their  constituents,  that  the  lot  conuining  the 
court-house,  and  three  adjoining  lots,  making  a 
square,  in  the  town  of  Claiborne,  the  seat  of  justice 
for  said  county,  for  the  county  buildings,  may  be 
vested  in  the  county,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the 
same,  free  of  any  charge;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  Van  Dvxe,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sons,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 
Charlton  and  Elisha  Douglas,  of  the  District  of 
Maine,  praying  nensions,  made  a  report,  accom- 
panied by  a  resolution,  that  the  petitioners  have 
leave  to  withdraw  their  j)etition.  The  report  and 
resolution  were  read. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  allowing  Sarah  Allen 
the  bounty  and  pay  which  would  have  been  doe 
to  her  son  Samuel  Drew,  had  he  lived,  for  his  ser- 
vices as  a  private  in  the  late  war,'  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed.  -.    .,     -      r.* 
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The  resolution  for  the  further  distribution  of  the 
Journal  of  the  Convention  which  formed  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  was  read  a  third 
time,  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill  authorizing  payment  to  be  made  for 
certain  muskets  impressed  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURI. 

The  Senate  having  taken  up  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  for  the  admission  of 
the  State  of  Maine  into  tne  Union,  on  an  equal 
footinof  with  the  original  Stales,  together  with  the 
amendment  reported  thereto,  by  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  which  amendment  embraces  provisions 
for  authorizing  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
wari  to  form  a  convention,  &c.,  preparatory  to 
their  admission  into  the  Union — 

Mr.  Roberts,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose,  and  said 
he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  try  the  merits  of  these 
two  subjects,  by  a  preliminary  motion  to  this 
effect: 

"That  the  hill  for  the  admiMioD  of  tb«  Sute  of 
Maine  into  the  Union,  and  the  amendment  thereto 
reported,  be  recommitted  to  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
with  instructions  to  to  modify  its  provisions  as  to  ad- 
mit  the  State  of  Maine  into  the  Union"  (diresled  of 
the  amendment  embracing  .Missouri.) 

Mr.  Roberts  said,  that  the  question  involved 
in  the  amendment  reported  by  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, would  probably  excite  much  feeling.  For 
himself,  however,  he  was  determined  to  prepare  to 
meet  it  with  the  temper  and  moderation  which 
were  due  to  it.  But  he  wished,  in  entering  upon 
it,  there  should  be  the  most  perfect  regularity,  and 
the  most  full  opportunity  for  discussion.  The 
question  of  the  admission  of  Maine  into  the  Union, 
was  one  question;  that  of  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri another ;  and  that  of  uniting  the  two  in  one 
bill,  was  a  distinct  question,  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining an  unembarrassed  decision  on  which  he 
had  submitted  the  present  motion.  Mr.  R.  advert- 
ed to  the  progress,  m  the  Senate,  of  the  proposition 
for  the  admission  of  Maine  into  the  Union.  Very 
early  in  the  session,  he  said,  a  communication  had 
been  received  from  a  refi^lar  source,  that  a  con- 
vention of  the  people  of  Maine,  duly  authorized 
thereto  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachu- 
setts, had  met  and  formed  a  constitution  of  State 
government.  A  bill  had  been  duly  reported,  by  a 
committee,  for  tlie  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine 
into  the  Union,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
a  particular  day.  On  that  day,  and  on  successive 
following  days,  it  was  postponed,  for  various  rea- 
sons, on  account  of  the  absence  of  Members  from 
different  sections  of  the  Union.  At  that  time,  Mr. 
R.  said,  he  had  no  idea  that  there  was  an  intention 
to  connect  the  two  subjects  of  Maine  and  Missouri ; 
until  a  member  from  Virginia,  in  moving  a  further 
postponement  of  the  bill,  stated  that  he  had  some 
notion  of  endeavoring  to  connect  the  two  question^ 
This  proceeding  struck  him,  on  comparing  it  with 
the  usual  order  of  proceedings  in  this  House,  as  a 
little  curious,  to  say  the  least  of  it — though  he  did 
not  mention  it  as  a  matter  for  censure,  but  as  a 
mere  statement  of  facts.    On  the  29th  of  Decem- 


ber, said  he,  we  find  a.  memorial  from  the  Legis- 
lature of  Missouri  is  taken  from  the  6ies  of  the 
House,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 
Sonae  days  afterwards,  a  message  is  received  from 
the  House  of  Representatives,  transmitting  a  bill 
for  the  admission  of  Maine  into  the  Union,  which 
is  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committer,  and,  the 
two  subjects  being  thus  before  the  same  committee, 
they  reported  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Missouri, 
by  way  of  a  rider  to  the  bill  which  came  from  the 
other  House  for  the  admission  of  Maine.  This, 
Mr.  R.  said,  was  an  extraordinary  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding, which  ought  to  be  met  at  the  threshold  j 
and  he  knew  not  now  it  could  be  more  directly 
met  than  by  the  motion  which  he  had  submittea. 
The  motion  to  recommit,  he  said,  was  a  regular 
motion,  but  was  not  to  be  made,  he  admitted,  but 
in  extraordinary  cases.  This  was  a  casein  that 
description.  He  appealed  to  gentlemen  whether 
it  was  regular  or  even  justifiable  to  connect  in  one 
bill  two  subjects  totally  distinct,  as  these  in  reality 
are  ?  Maine,  he  said,  was  a  part  of  the  old  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States ;  her  constitution  was 
already  formed,  with  the  consent  o{  the  State  from 
which  she  was  to  be  separated :  there  was  no  dis- 
pute about  her  limits,  which  were  defined,  nor 
about  the  justice  of  her  claim  to  admission,  which 
was  admiued.  There  were  many  doubts  about 
Missouri,  with  respect  to  her  extent,  boundaries, 
and  population,  without  regard  to  other  questions 
which  might  arise  respecting  her  constitution,  &c. 
The  cases  of  Kentuclty  and  Vermont  had  been 
cited  as  a  precedent  for  this  proceeding ;  but,  Mr. 
R.  said,  they  were  admitted  by  separatebills,  passed 
at  different  periods  of  the  same  session.  Mr.  R. 
said,  for  his  part,  he  had  no  objection  that  the  two 
bills  for  the  admission  of  Maine  and  Missouri 
should  pass  on  the  same  day ;  but  they  ought  to 
pass  separately  and  independently  of  each  other. 
Standing,  as  they  did,  on  differ^t  grounds,  they 
ought  to  be  decided  on  their  own  merits. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  as  chairman 
of  the  committee  which  reported  the  amendment, 
according  to  the  ordinary  usage  when  opposition 
arose,  it  became  his  duty  to  explain  the  reasons 
which  operated  with  them  in  making  that  report, 
although  the  motion  before  the  Senate  did  not 
present  any  distinct  objection  to  it,  but  only  sought 
to  modify  it.  If  the  ooject  of  the  resolution  was 
to  make  the  admission  of  Maine  a  part  of  the  bill, 
the  motion  was  nugatory,  because  Maine  was  al- 
ready in  the  bill,  as  it  came  from  the  House  of 
Representatives ;  and  to  recommit  the  bill  for  the 
purpose  of  introducing  what  was  already  there, 
could  answer  no  sensible  purpose.  If  the  object 
was,  to  exclude  Missouri,  for  the  want  of  formal- 
ity, or  simplicity  in  the  bill,  the  resolution  ought 
to  be  rejected.  There  could  be  no  good  reason 
why  they  should  be  separated.  The  subject  mat- 
ter was  perfectly  congenial ;  and  it  was  a  correct 
rule  in  legislation  to  incorporate  in  the  same  statute 
all  subjects  that  were  homogeneous,  and  this  prin- 
ciple accorded  with  the  uniform  practice  of  the 
Senate.  But,  if  it  had  for  iu:  object  the  admission 
of  Maine,  and  the  total  exclusion  of  Missouri  from 
the  privilege  of  a  place  in  the  Union,  upon  an 
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equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  it  became 
more  objectionable. 

By  the  first  clause  of  the  third  section  of  the 
fourth  article  of  the  Constitution,  it  is  provided  that 
"new  States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress 
'  into  this  Union ;  but  no  new  State  shall  be  formed 
'  or  erectwi  within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  other 
'  State;  nor  any  State  be  formed  by  the  sanction 
'■  of  two  or  more  States,  or  parts  of  States,  without 
'  the  consent  of  the  States  concerned  as  well  as  of 
'  the  Congress."  This  part  of  the  Constitution 
relates  as  well  to  States  to  be  formed  out  of  the 
newly  acquired  territory,  as  it  did  to  new  States^, 
to  be  formed  from  the  old  States;  so  that  no  ob- 
jection upon  the  ground  of  incongruity  could  be 
raised  from  that  quarter.  It  was  still  the  admis- 
sion of  States,  under  the  same  authority,  into  the 
same  Union,  to  be  governed  by  the  same  laws,  and 
the  same  Constitution.  The  difference  in  the  de- 
tails of  the  separate  sections  in  the  bill,  was  no 
ground  for  sejiaration.  The  details  of  one  formed 
a  separate  discussion  to  that  of  the  other,  but  that 
was  applicable  to  all  bills  which  contained  sepa- 
rate ;;ections.  Separate  and  distinct  subjects  must, 
and  do,  exist,  in  the  same  bill,  in  every  day's  prac- 
tice in  this  Senate.  Numerous  cases  might  be 
brought  to  view. 

If  any  difference  did  exist  between  the  two  cases 
now  before  you,  the  preference  was  in  favor  of 
Missouri.  The  assent  f  f  Congress  must  first  be 
had  before  Maine  can  be  admitted ;  Congress  was 
bound  to  admit  Mis.souri,  whenever  she  presented 
herself  with  such  a  population  as  you  have  been 
accustomed  to  recognise  as  sufficient  in  other 
cases,  which  Missouri  now  tenders,  and  claims  her 
right  of  admission.  This  claim  to  the  right  of 
admission,  on  the  part  of  Missouri,  is  founded  on 
the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  cession  under 
which  the  United  States  acquired  the  territory  of 
Louisiana  in  full  dominion.  That  article  of  the 
treaty  is  so  explicit  and  definite  it  cannot  be  ques- 
tioned.     It  says,  "The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded 

*  territory  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  Union  of 
'  the  United  States,  and  admitted  as  soon  as  pos- 
'  sible,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal 
'  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights, 

*  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citizens  of  the 
'  United  States ;  and  in  the  meantime  they  shall 

*  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoy- 
'  ment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion 
'  which  they  profess."  The  terms  here  prescribed 
are  imperative.  Here  is  no  condition  annexed; 
but  they  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union.  This 
treaty  has  become  a  part  of  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land.  It  is  made  so  by  the  Constitution  itself,  and 
is  as  obligatory  as  the  Constitution  can  be.  The 
President  and  Senate  of  the  United  States  are 
made  competent  to  form  any  treaty  they  may  deem 
proper,  and  such  treaty  is  absolutely  binding  to  the 
fullest  extent  of  its  stipulations.  Upon  this  occa- 
sioOj  the  words  used  are  as  appropriate  as  any  in 
the  English  language.  To  incorporate,  is  defined, 
by  a  distinguished  lexicographer,  in  these  words 
"  to  mingle  different  ingredients,  so  as  they  shall 
iiake  one  mass."  In  addition  to  this  is  the  com- 
prehensive and  appropriate  word  Union.     This 


makes  Missouri  as  much  a  component  part  of  the 
Union  as  Maine,  and  as  much  an  object  of  its  care 
and  protection.  Where,  then,  exists  the  incongru- 
ity which  forbids  their  junction  in  the  same  bill  ? 
By  this  treaty  an  express  stipulation  is  entered  into, 
in  words  as  definite  and  appropriate  as  any  the 
English  language  affords,  to  secure  their  rights  of 
liberty  and  property.  But  this  is  said  to  be  no  more 
than  the  formula  of  a  treaty.  It  would  afford  but 
a  poor  consolation  to  the  inhabitants  of  a  country 
which,  in  the  destiny  of  nations,  may  be  transfer- 
red from  one  sovereign  to  another,  to  be  told,  that 
all  the  plain  and  sensible  stipulations  securing  to 
them  their  most  sacred  rights  and  dearest  privi- 
leges, are  but  the  formula  of  a  treaty.  It  is  an 
obligation  which  the  faith  of  the  nation  is  pledged 
to  fulfil.  Are  there  any  rights  attached  to  Maine 
that  ought  to  be  more  sacredly  guarded  than  those 
of  Missouri,  guarantied  by  this  treaty  ?  If  there 
are  not,  why  should  Maine  claim  to  approach  this 
high  station  alone,  disdaining  and  aroiding  Mis- 
.souri as  her  associate  ? 

The  Constitution  in  all  its  features  points  to 
Union.  To  secure  a  perfect  Union,  it  has  many 
provisions  securing  equal  rights  to  the  several 
States.  And  with  this  view  it  has  ordained, 
among  other  things,  that  "  no  tax  or  duty  shall  be 
'  laid  on  articles  exix)rted  from  a»y  State.  No 
'  preference  shall  be  given  by  any  regulation  of 
'  commerce  or  revenue  to  the  ports  of  one  State 
'  over  those  of  another ;  nor  shall  vesseb  bound  to 
'  or  from  one  State,  be  obliged  to  enter,  clear,  or 
'  pay  duties  in  another."  In  another  section  it 
says  "  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled 
to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the 
several  States."  The  preamble  of  the  Constitution 
inculcates,  m  the  strongest  terms,  justice  and 
Union. 

This,  and  many  other  provisions  of  the  Consti- 
tution, point  directly  to  an  union  of  interest,  and  a 
perfect  equality  of  rights ;  all  of  which  demonstrate 
Maine  and  Missouri  to  be  of  the  same  subject- 
matter,  and  the  same  family  of  cases,  and  fit  and 
proper  subiects  to  be  incorporated  in  the  same  bill, 
which  shall  lead  them  hand  in  hand  into  the  great 
family  of  the  nation. 

The  right  of  Missouri  to  admission  into  the 
Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,  if  not  paramount  to  that  of  Maine,  is  in  all 
respects  equal.  Maine  is  now  fully  represented 
in  both  branches  of  the  National  Legislature.  As 
a  part  of  Massachusetts  she  has  the  full  benefit 
of  all  the  talents  of  two  gentlemen  in  the  Sen- 
ate, of  distinguished  abilities ;  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  she  has  all  the  benefit  flowing 
from  the  talents  of  twenty  distinguished  gentle- 
men. The  voice  of  Missouri  is  not  heard  in  the 
Senate;  .she  is  dependant  on  strangers  to  present 
her  grievances  and  demand  her  rights ;  whilst  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  she  is  permitted  as 
a  special  favor,  to  send  a  delegate,  with  the  poor 
privilege  of  uttering  their  complaints,  without  the 
smallest  share  of  power  to  redress  them;  and  this 
IS  given,  not  of  right,  but  as  a  boon.  At  home, 
Maine  is  in  the  full  possession  of  all  the  attributes 
of  self-government ;  Missouri  is  in  a  state  of  vas- 
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salage,  with  only  the  permissive  government  of  a 
colony.  With  the  high  claim,  on  her  side,  to  the 
same  sovereignty  with  the  original  States,  to  form 
a  constitution,  as  Maine  has  done,  for  her  own 
self-government,  guaranteeing  to  her  citizens  all 
the  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  your  committee,  who  report- 
ed the  amendment,  could  not  perceive  any  parlia- 
mentary practice  which  opposed  the  union  oi  these 
two  applicants  in  the  same  bill. 

If  the  object  of  gentlemen  who  advocate  the 
motion  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, (Mr.  Roberts,)  intend,  by  separating  the 
two  questions,  to  give  Maine  precedency,  in  point 
of  rank,  among  the  other  States,  as  that  gentleman 
would  seem  to  intimate,  by  bringing  to  our  view 
the  contention  which  prevailed  between  Vermont 
and  Kentucky,  which  were  contemporaneous  appli- 
cants for  admission  into  the  Union,  he.  Mr.  S., 
would  have  no  objection  to  gratify  gentlemen  by 
consenting  to  the  seniority  of  Maine ;  and,  if  it 
should  better  comport  with  their  wishes,  he  would 
even  consent  that  Maine  should  take  ner  station 
next  to  her  elder  sister,  New  Hampshire.  There- 
fore, he  hoped  that  ground  would  not  be  suffered 
to  oppose  their  union  in  the  same  bill. 

Mr.  S.  said,  it  was  hardly  to  be  supposed  that 
any  portion  of  the  people  of  these  United  States, 
so  early  after  throwing  off  their  colonial  character, 
and  emerging  from  a  state  of  vassalage,  and  rising 
to  a  state  of  independence,  could,  for  a  moment, 
think  of  separating  into  different  ca$tes,  like  the 
Hindoos  of  Asia,  and  like  them,  too,  disposed  to 
interdict  all  communications,  both  political,  re- 
ligious, and  moral,  lest  thereby  they  might  be  con- 
taminated, and  doomed  to  everlasting  and  irre- 
trievable impurity.  This  would  be  arrogating  to 
tlieni>elves  too  high  a  station  in  their  early  career 
of  liberty  and  equality,  so  dear  to  Americans. 

With  this  view  of  the  subject,  he  could  sec  no 
objection  to  the  amendment  offered  by  the  com- 
mittee. ' 

Mr.  Mellen,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  as  he  had 
presented  the  memorial  of  the  convention,  praying 
lor  the  admission  of  Maine  into  the  Union ;  and, 
as  he  was  an  inhabitant  of  that  section  of  Massa- 
chusetts, it  was  natural  to  suppose  that  he  felt  an 
interest  in  the  success  of  the  oill  under  considera- 
tion. 1  do,  sir,  said  he,  feel  an  interest;  and 
though  on  a  former  occasion  I  have  expressed,  in 
the  Senate,  my  sentiments,  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
ject of  the  separation  of  Maine  from  Massachusetts, 
and  have  elsewhere  frankly  opposed  the  measure 
then  in  contemplation,  circumstances  have  since 
given  a  new  aspect  to  the  question ;  an  immense 
majority  of  the  people  of  Maine  have  declared 
their  opinion  in  favor  of  dissolving  their  connex- 
ion with  Massachusetts,  and  becoming  an  inde- 
pendent State ;  Massachusetts  has  consented  to 
their  wishes ;  a  constitution  has  been  formed  in  a 
spirit  of  harmony,  and  it  has  been  accepted  by  the 
people  by  a  vote  almost  unanimous.  In  tl^is  state 
of  tnings  I  cheerfully  yield  my  own  opinion,  and 
am  disposed  to  join  the  jjeneral  wish,  and  aid  in 
such  measures  as  are  still  necessary  to  the  com- 
pletion of  the  great  object  in  view.     With  this 


avowal  I  proceed,  sir,  to  state,  that  I  am  opposed 
to  the  amendment  reported  by  the  committee.  I 
am  opposed  to  it  for  several  reasons.  It  will  be 
recollected  that  the  bill  on  the  table  has  passed  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  the  simplest  form — 
merely  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  the  ad- 
mission of  Maine  into  the  Union ;  the  bill,  so  pass- 
ed, has  been  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence ; 
in  the  usual  course  it  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary,  and  they  have  reported  it, 
with  an  amendment,  consisting  of  a  long  bill  for 
authorizing  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution,  as  a 
preliminary  step  towards  her  admission  into  the 
Union  at  a  future  dav.  I  confess,  Mr.  President, 
I  did  not  anticipate  this  course ;  I  had  no  author- 
ity to  expect  it ;  for  though  I  am  young  m  legis- 
lation, I  am  informed  by  those  who  are  experienced, 
that  such  an  amendment  is  a  perfect  novelty,  to 
say  the  least  of  it.  I  have  always  found,  sir,  that 
the  most  correct  course  for  a  man  of  business  to 
pursue  is  to  adopt  the  very  simple  rule  of  doing 
one  thing  at  a  time,  and  doing  it  fairly  and  faith- 
fully ;  that  the  proper  mode  of  deciding  causes  in 
a  court  of  justice,  or  questions  in  a  legislative  body, 
is  to  examine  them  distinctly,  and  decide  each 
cause  and  each  question  upon  its  own  merits ;  atid, 
in  order  to  ascertain  those  merits,  apply  principles 
and  proof  without  confusion  or  embarrassment. 
I  am  desirous,  sir,  that,  on  the  present  occasion, 
this  plain  old-fashioned  mode  of^  proceeding  may 
be  adopted  and  pursued.  It  would  be  considered 
as  a  singular  departure  from  the  ordinary  rules  of 
managing  the  concerns  of  a  court,  to  try  two  causes 
betwei'n  different  parties  at  the  same  moment  and 
by  the  same  jury ;  and  for  the  judge  to  instruct 
this  jury  that  they  must,  at  all  events,  return  their 
verdict  in  both  causes  for  the  plaintiffs,  or  both  for 
the  defendants,  without  any  regard  to  the  discrim- 
inating merits  of  the  causes;  and  it  would  cer- 
tainly appear  more  strange  still,  if,  in  one  of  the 
causes,  there  were  no  doubt  or  question  about  its 
justice ;  and  yet  that  it  must  be  sacrificed  in  com- 
pany with  the  other,  because  the  jury  could  not 
agree  in  a  verdict  as  to  this  other.  The  case  I 
have  now  stated  shows  the  impropriety  of  this 
junction  of  the  two  bills.  This  is  not  consonant 
to  the  usage  in  similar  cases.  I  refer  to  Kentucky 
and  Vermont;  they  were  both  admitted  into  the 
Union  at  the  same  session,  with  an  interval  of 
only  a  few  days,  and  yet  separate  acts  of  Congress 
were  passed  for  the  purpose. 

It  has  been  repeatedly  stated  that  Maine  stands 
fair  as  a  candidate  for  admission  into  the  Union. 
Why,  then,  should  her  application  be  refused  or 
delayed  ?  Massachusetts  consents,  the  population 
is  nearly  three  hundred  thousand,  the  district  is  ex- 
tensive in  territory,  and  rising  in  respectability  and 
reputation.  Nothino^  now  remains  but  the  consent 
of^  Congress  to  enable  her  to  assume  the  Jiigh  and 
honoraUe  character  of  an  independent  State,  and 
reach  that  elevation  to  which  she  has  so  long  been 
aspiring.  In  the  next  place,  Mr.  President,  it  is 
impossible  not  to  perceive  the  manifest  difference 
between  the  two  bills.  They  bear  no  resemblance 
to  each  other.  The  one  gives  the  simple  assent  of 
Congress  to  the  admission  of  Maine,  and  operates 
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instapter ;  the  amendment,  or  Missouri  bill,  is  pro- 
spective, and  has  relation  to  several  acts  to  be  per- 
formed in  future.  It  authorizes  the  inhabitant"  of 
Missouri  to  form  a  constitution  on  certain  princi- 
ples, and  proposes  ternas  and  conditions  which  she 
may  accept  or  reject  at  her  pleasure.  The  con- 
stitution, when  formed,  is  to  be  submitted  to  Con- 
and  if  they  then  think  proper,  they 


gress,  and  if  they  then  think  proper,  they  may, 
next  session,  admit  her  into  the  Union,  and  cannot 
at  an  earlier  period  ;  and  yet  these  two  bills  are 
considered  so  intimately  connected  in  principle  and 
object  that  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Judici- 
ary Committee  has  observed  that  the  committee 
could  see  no  good  reason  why  they  should  not  be 
united  in  one. 

I  wish,  Mr.  President,  the  committee  could  have 
stated  to  the  Senate  any  good  reason  why  they 
should  be  thus  united.  This  union  has  been  pleas- 
antly called  (though  with  some  confusion  of  sexes,) 
a  marriage  between  Maine  and  Missouri ;  but  they 
appear  in  awkward  circumstances.  I  admit  the 
marriage  is  not  unlawful  by  reason  of  consanguin- 
ity; on  the  contrary,  the  parties  never  saw  each 
other  until  a  week  ago ;  and  now,  at  the  very  altar, 
one  of  thetn  is  protesting  against  the  connexion. 

Mr.  President,  we  all  understand  this  course  of 
proceeding ;  and  though  on  this  motion  to  recom- 
mit the  bill  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  it  from  the 
amendment,  we  are  not  admitted  to  disctiss  the 

ffreat  question  which  we  are  all  anticipating  in  re- 
ation  to  Missouri,  yet  it  is  impossible  not  to  per- 
ceive the  object  in  view  in  this  joinder  of  the  bill ; 
and  to  perceive  that  a  Ion?  and  laborious  investi- 
gation of  the  Missouri  question  will  take  place, 
upon  which  a  final  decision  may  not  be  had  till 
near  the  close  of  the  session.     In  this  view  of  the 
subject,  oeculiar  difficulties  and  embarrassments 
present  themselves,  both  as  to  Massachusetts  and 
Maine.     The  Senate  will  recollect   that,  by  the' 
terms  of  the  act  of  separation,  passed  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  Massachusetts  in  June  last,  the  consent 
of  that  Commonwealth  was  given  on  the  condi- 
tion that  Maine  should  be  admitted  into  the  Union 
before  the  4th  of  March  next.     This  arrangement 
was  necessary,  because  the  annual  election  of  State 
officers  is  to  be  made  on  the  first  Monday  of  April. 
That  Legislature  is  now  in  session,  in  a  state  of 
utter  uncertainty  as  to  the  course  they  are  to  pur- 
sue.    Numerous  alterations  are  to  be  made,  suited 
to  the  change  of  circumstances  produced  by  the 
separation  of  Maine.     The  Commonwealth  is  to 
be  districted  anew  for  the  choice  of  Counsellors 
and  Senators  ;  the  circuits  of  their  Supreme  Court 
to  be  arranged   according  to   the  new  order  of 
things;  and  yet.  embarrassment  here  produces  it 
there.     All  is  in  suspense  and  uncertainty. 

With  respect  to  Maine,  this  delay  and  embarrass- 
ment IS  oroducing  greater  anxiety  and  derange- 
m^t  still,  and  will,  in  all  probability,  completely 
defeat  all  their  objects,  and  render  ineffectual  those 
measures  which  have  Wn  adopted  by  Massachu- 
setts and  Maine,  relating  to  this  expected  separa- 
tion. Thus  far,  all  the  proceedings  connected  with 
this  subject  have  been  matured  on  the  part  of 
Maine,  preparatory  to  her  entrance  on  the  career 
of  mdependence. 


If  the  proposed  measures  with  respect  to  this 
bill  are  to  be  sanctioned,  the  hopes  of  the  good 
people  of  Maine  will  be  disappointed,  and  their 
prospects  all  overca^t.  They  have  advanced  to  the 
very  confines  of  the  "  promised  land,"  and  are  just 
preparing  to  enter  and  possess  it ;  but  they  will  be 
compelled  to  turn  aside  and  leave  it,  dissatisfied 
I  and  disheartened.  In  using  this  language,  sir  I 
sincerely  believe  I  do  no  more  than  express  tke 
;  sentiments  and  feelings  of  a  vast  majority  of  that 
people ;  and,  intrusted,  as  I  am,  with  their  memo- 
rial to  Congress,  it  is  my  duty  to  represent  them 
truly,  and  state  those  feelings  and  wntiments  to 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  President,  I  cannot  close  my  observations 
without  again  calling  the  attention  of  honorable 
gentlemen  to  the  principle  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ment. As  well  might  a  bill  for  increasing  the 
duty  on  foreign  manufactures  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  domestic,  be  united  with  one  for  estab- 
lishing a  uniform  svstem  of  bankruptcy,  calling 
^  one  bill  "Section  1,*'  and  the  other  "Section  2," 
as  is  done  in  the  present  instance.  In  such  a  man- 
ner, various  interests,  support,  and  opposition  might 
all  be  brought  into  operation  at  once,  but  in  a  man- 
ner not  the  most  happily  calculated  for  the  inves- 
tigation of  truth  and  correctness  of  decision.  The 
tendencv,  if  not  the  design  of  the  union  of  .suhWvts 
i.s,  to  induce  a  man  to  give  up  a  measure  which  he 
sanctions  and  is  anxious  to  promote,  or  else  give 
up  an  opinion,  which  in  his  conscience  he  believes 
to  be  right,  for  the  sake  of  obtaining  his  object. 

The  proposed  amendment  presents  to  the  advo- 
cates or  the  Maine  bill  this  plain  proposition  :  If 
you  will  do  what  you  believe  to  be  wrong,  we  will 
do  what  all  admit  to  be  right ;  and  we  cannot  con- 
sent to  do  it,  in   this  particular  case,  on  any  other 
terms.     The  answer  to  such  a  proposition  is  obvi- 
ous.    I  respectfullv  amR^al  to  the  candor  of  honor- 
able gentlemen,  whether  any  question  ought  to  be 
associated  and  embarras.sed  in  thi.s  manner;  whe- 
ther it  is  calculated  to  increase  the  independence 
of  legislation,  or  render  the  avenues  to  truth  more 
direct  and  plain  ?    Maine,  in  her  application  to 
Congress,  stands  in  no  need  of  aid  from  Mis-sopri. 
It  is  Missouri  that  leans  on  Maine  for  support.  '  It 
would   seem   from   this   that   she  needs  support. 
•Whenever  the  Missouri  question  shall  come  regu- 
lariy  under  discussion,  mv  sentiments  shall  l)e  ex- 
pressed ;  till  then,  I  am  silent  in  relation  to  it.    But 
should  I,  for  any  reason,  be  opposed  to  the  admis- 
sion of  Missouri,  or  be  unwilling  to  authorize  her 
to  make  a  constitution  of  the  unrestricted  kind 
presented  to  us  in  this  amendment,  this  circum- 
stance furnishes  also  a  strong  objection,  in  my 
mind,  to  the  union  of  the  two  subjects.     I  hope 
sir,  the  motion  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  instruc- 
tions to  restore  it  to  its  original  form,  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Smith  said,  with  respert  t  >  (he  principles 
which  had  governed  the  Congress  in  the  admission 
of  Territories  to  the  privileges  of  independent 
btetes,  that  the  population  of  the  State  of  Ohio 
when  admitted,  was  but  14,('00;  the  p.>pulation  o^ 
Indiana  was  but  «37,000;  that  of  Mississippi  only 
about  37  000;  that  of  Illinois  about  40,000  TwhUst 
the  population  of  Missouri  wns  stated,  in  the  me- 
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morial  of  the  Legislature,  at  one  hundred  thou- 
sand, twelve  months  ago,  and  was  then,  and  had 
since  been,  rapidiv  increasing. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  expressed  his  hope 
that  the  motion  which  nad  been  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  would  not  prevail.  He 
had  not  been  sufficiently  long  a  member  of  this 
body  to  know  precisely  the  usual  mode  of  proceed- 
ing in  cases  of  this  kind ;  but  he  should  have 
thought  the  more  direct  course  would  have  been 
to  have  moved  to  strike  out  the  amendment,  in- 
stead of  moving  a  recommitment.  This,  however, 
was  matter  of  form;  he  objected  to  the  motion  on 

Srinciple.  It  had  been  said  the  two  subjects  were 
ifferent  in  their  nature.  This,  Mr.  L.  did  not  ad- 
mit. What,  asked  he,  is  the  question  presented 
by  the  bill  and  the  proposed  amendment  ?  It  is 
this:  Shall  Maine  and  Missouri  be  admitted  into 
the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States  ?  Could  there,  he  asked,  be  a  plainer  ques- 
tion ;  could  there  be  two  subjects  more  intimately 
connected,  or  in  principle  more  nearly  allied,  than 
the  two  embraced  in  this  question  ?  We  may 
imagine,  said  he,  as  many  distinctioiis  between 
the  two  cases  as  we  please ;  but,  if  we  confine 
oursdvei  to  tlie  power  granted  to  us  by  the  Con- 
stitution, we  have  but  one  course  to  pursue,  which 
ii,  to  admit  both  the  States,  on  the  same  terms, 
into  the  Union. 

Mr.  L.  readily  admitted  that,  as  a  general  course, 
it  was  highly  improper  to  tack  together  questions 
depending  on  different  nrinciples,  and  relying  on 
different  arguments  for  their  support.  He  denied, 
however,  that  this  was  such  a  case.  He  affirmed, 
that  if  the  Senate  had  a  right  to  impose  restric- 
tions upon  Mi.ssouri,  they  had  the  same  right  in 
regard  to  Maine,  but  no  power  over  the  one  which 
they  had  not  over  the  other.  If  the  novel  doctrine, 
which  had  been  recently  announced,  of  restric- 
tions and  provisions  on  the  admission  of  new 
States,  was  to  prevail,  how  much  must  Massachu- 
setts and  Maine  have  relied  on  the  liberality  of 
Congress,  in  forming  a  constitution  without  pre- 
Tiously  obtaining  the  assent  of  Congress,  and  in 
supposing  they  were  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union 
on  their  own  terms.  How  did  they  know,  said  Mr. 
L.,  but  We  might  impose  a  restriction  upon  Maine, 
to  compel  her  to  admit  slavery  within  her  limits? 
If  we  have  a  right  to  impose  a  negative  condition 
in  regard  to  Missouri,  we  have  a  correspondent 
and  equal  right  to  impose  an  affirmative  condition 
in  regard  to  Maine.  But,  in  this  case,  it  seemed 
that  every  thing  liberal  was  to  be  conceded  in  re- 
gard to  Maine,  and  every  thing  illiberal,  in  his  view 
of  it,  was  to  be  demanded  of  Missouri. 

With  regard  to  the  time  limited  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Maine  by  the  law  of  Mas.sachusetts,  said 
Mr.  L.,  are  we  by  such  a  consideration  to  be  hur- 
ried into  the  discussion  of  an  important  Constitu- 
tional question  ?  Because  the  people  of  Maine  had 
not  foresight  enough  to  take  sufficient  time  for  the 
consummation  of  tlie  act  of  admission,  are  we 
to  legislate  precipitately ;  and  without  regard  to 
the  true  interests  of  the  Union  ?  He  presumed 
not.  There  was  at  least  nothing  in  this  consid- 
eration to  change  the  nature  of  the  question. 


In  his  opinion,  Mr.  L.  said,  Consrres?  possessed 
the  power  to  adlmt  Maine  into  the  Union  or  not  j 
but,  if  admitted,  it  must  be  unconditionally ;  and 
the  same  might  be  said  of  Missouri.     It  appeared 
to  him,  then,  that  the  cases  which  were  connec- 
ted by  the  report  of  the  committee  rested  upon  the 
same  principles  for  support;  that,   if  justice  was 
done  to  the  one,  it  must  be  equally  dispensed  to 
the  other ;  and  there  could  be  no  impropriety  in  a 
I  course  which  had  for  its  object  to  place  both  on 
j  the  same  footing.     This  question  he  considered 
not  to  be  at  all  affected  by  the  argument  that 
Maine  was  formed  out  of  a  State  heretofore  in 
♦the  Union.     She  had  no  higher  claim   than   Mis- 
'  souri ;  each  possessed  the  Constitutional  requisites, 
j  and  nothing  more  was  required  to  place  them  on  the 
I  same  ground.     When  the  States  of  Kentucky  and 
{  Vermont  were  admiued,  Mr.  L.  said,  althougli  it 
j  was  true  they  were  admitted  by  separate  acts,  still 
I  the   provision   for  the  representation  of  the  two 
I  Sutes  in  Congress  was  made  by  the  same  act ; 
]  and  the  same  rule  which  was  then  applied  would 
I  apply  with  equal  propriety  in  the  present  case. 
I  By  such  a  connexion   of  the  two  subjects,  an  in- 
;  vidious  discrimination  would  be  avoided  between 
i  the  two  cases,  which  did   not  differ  in  pnnciple, 
j  and  ought  not  to  be  separated  in  fact. 
j      Mr.  L.  said,  he  presumed  it  would  be  improper, 
!  on  the  question  as  now  presented  to  the  considera- 
,  tion  of  the  Senate,  to  enter  into  an  argument  on 
I  the  propriety,  or  to  touch  on  the  policy,  of  impos- 
I  ing   restrictions  on  any   new  State.      He  must, 
I  therefore,  defer  for  the  present  any  observations 
j  on  that  question.     But,  for  his  own  port,  he  said, 
I  he  was  on  that  point  precisely  in  the  same  situa- 
I  tion   as   the  gentleman  from   Massachusetts ;  he 
I  found  no  difficulty  in  deciding  on  it.     He  consid- 
\  ered  it  a  question  of  policy  whether  or  not  a  par- 
j  ticular  State  should  be  admitted  into  the  Union ; 
j  and,  when  he  was  called  upon  to  admit  one  State 
I  and  to  reject   another  unless  he  would  consent 
to  impose  on  he  I  novel  and  unconstitutional  con- 
I  ditions,   he   must  of  course   decide  whether   he 
j  would  admit  the  one  and  refuse  the  other ;  and, 
I  said  he,  unless  tht-  same  justice  be  dealt  to  all,  it 
I  shall,  as  far  as  my  vote  will  decide  it,  be  measured 
j  to  none.     It  was  a  question  of  policy,  he  repeated, 
!  and  of  serious  policy,  when  presented  in  this  shape, 
j  whether  the  Senate  should  consent  to  increase  the 
j  power  of  one  portion  of  the  Union  by  the  erec- 
tion of  a  new  State,  whilst,  from  prejudice  alone, 
obstacles  were  raised    to  the  admission  of  new 
States  in  another  portion  of  the  Union.     I  should 
consider  myself,  said  he,  wanting  in  my  duty  as  a 
representative  of  that  section  of  the  country,  if  I 
were  thus  to  consent  to  weaken  its  power.     tJnless 
we  can  obtain  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the 
Union,  on  the  same  terms  and  as  free  and   iln- 
shackled  as  Maine,  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  we 
ought  to  admit  neither. 

Mr.  Bub  RILL,  of  Rhode  Island,  took  the  floor. 
He  commenced  with  some  remarks  on  the  question 
of  order  involved  in  the  amendment.  He  appre- 
hended the  committee  had  fallen  into  an  error  in 
reporting  it ;  ai  least,  it  was  without  precedent  for 
a  committee  to  report  on  any  subject  referred  to 
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them  by  way  of  amendmeat  to  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  embracing  a  totally  dif- 
ferent object.  It  would  be  agreed  on  all  hands,  he 
said,  that  an  observance  of  their  own  rules  was 
necessary  to  the  dignity  of  this  body,  and  to  the 


importance,  and  admitting  of  much  difference  of 
opmion.  The  one  question  is  a  simple  one,  on 
which  the  mind  of  every  man  is  made  up  ;  the 
other  is  complex,  including  a  variety  of  regulations 
relative  to  bounty  lands,  the  right  of  taxation,  &c. 


order  and  despatch  of  business.  He  did  not  dwell  j  — questions  which  require  delil^rate  consideration, 
long,  however,  on  the  point  of  order,  but  proceeded  great  attention,  and  a  knowledge  of  details,  with 
to  consider  the  merits  of  the  question,  which  was  a  i  which  the  Senate  vt-as  not  yet  supplied.  He  must 
simple  proposition,  to  separate  the  two  subjects  of  i  be  allowed  further  to  say,  that  the  committee  of 
Mame  and  Missouri.  f  the  Senate  which  had  reported  this  amendment 

It  was  conformable  to  the  rules  and  practice  of  I  had  not  furnished  the  necessary  evidence  in  respect 
the  Senate,  he  said,  to  divide  a  question,  when    to  these  details.     It  had  been  stated  that  there  were 


asked  by  anv  member,  where  it  was  susceptible  of 
division.  Now,  he  asked,  was  not  this  question 
susceptible  of  the  proposed  division  ?  It  was  not 
only  susceptible  of  division,  he  said,  but  the  cases 
embraced  by  it  were  essentially  dissimilar.  With 
regard  to  the  State  of  Maine,  the  territory  em- 
br^ed  by  it  had,  from  the  adoption  of  the  Consti- 
tution, been  known  as  the  District  of  Maine :  its 
limits  were  known  and  accurately  defined.     The 


in  the  Territory  of  Missouri  one  hundred  thousand 
inhabitants.  It  would  appear,  Mr.  B.  said,  from 
a  careful  perusal  of  the  memorial,  that  it  did  not 
state  this  tact.  It  stated  that  the  whole  territory 
contained  that  number,  and  prayed  for  a  division 
of  the  territory.  That  part  of  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  had  been  granted  at  the  last  session  by  the 
erection  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas.  Mr.  B. 
said  he  should  be  glad  to  know,  therefore,  what 


question  on  the  admission  of  Maine  was  a  question  |  was  the  amount  of  the  present  population  of  Mis- 
respecting  the  division  of  one  of  the  original  States,  souri  Territory.  Gentlemen  might  say  that,  in 
And  would  any  one  say  that  the  division  of  an  old  ;  their  opinion,  the  jiopulatiun  of  the  Territory  is 
State  was  a  question  of  the  sanae  nature  as  that  of  ;  forty,  fifty,  or  sixty  thousand  ;  but,  Mr.  B.  asked, 
the  erection  of  a  State  out  of  an  acquired  territo-  |  where  wa-s  the  evidence  of  the  fact,  in  such  shape 
ry?  There  were  cases,  he  said,  in  which  Con-  as  Congress  ought  to  legislate  on  ?  There  had  not 
^ess  were  under  an  obligation  to  erect  new  States  i  been  before  the  Committee,  nor  was  there  now 
in  the  territories  of  the  United  States;  but  they  before  the  Senate,  a  single  document  on  the  sub- 
were  not  obliged  to  admit  into  the  Union  a  State  :  ject,  but  the  petition  presented  at  the  last  session, 
formed  out  of  an  old  State.  He  a^eed  with  gen-  i  from  the  Legislature  of  Missouri,  a  part  of  which 
tiemen  on  the  other  side  in  some  ol  their  premises,  i  had  been  granted.     There  was  in  fact,  he  said,  no 


though  he  dissented  from  their  conclusions.  He 
agreed  that  the  question  of  consenting  to  the  divis- 
ion of  a  new  State  was  a  question  of  policy — a 
question  on  which  the  Congress  wa.s  to  exercise  a 
sound  discretion.  For  example,  if  the  State  of 
which  he  was  a  Representative  on  this  floor  were 
to  ask  to  be  divided,  though  the  people  composing 
it  should  be  unanimously  agreed  on  the  subject, 
he  doubted  whether  Congress  would  assent  to  it. 


apolication  from  Missouri,  at  the  present  session, 
to  be  admitted  into  the  Union.  It  there  was  such 
an  application,  he  wished  to  see  it ;  and  he  wished, 
before  he  acted  on  the  subject,  to  have  a  precise 
estimate,  not  of  the  whole  number  of  inhabitants 
in  the  vast  territory  between  the  present  States 
and  the  Rocky  Mountains,  but  within  the  limits 
of  the  proposed  State  of  Missouri.  And,  with  re- 
spect to  the  boundaries  of  the  new  State,  he  was 


The_  question  therefore  embraced  by  the  bill  was  ;  also  desirous  of  definite  information.     Certain  lim 


about  the  division  of  a  State,  which  Congress  was 
to  decide  as  it  should  deem  most  wisely  in  regard 
to  the  general  interests  of  the  Union  ;  whilst  th» 
question  involved  in  the  amendment  regarded  the 
erection  of  a  new  State  in  a  Territory,  "w-liich  Con- 
eress  were  under  an  obligation,  arising  not  only 
from  the  colonial  condition  of  the  Territory,  but 
by  the  force  of  a  treaty  with  a  foreign  Power,  as 
had  been  contended,  and  as  he  admitted  in  a  cer- 
tain sense,  to  establish.  There  was  no  connexion 
between  questions  so  distinct  in  their  nature,  and 
they  ou^ht  not  to  be  united  in  the  same  bill. 

Looking  at  this  question  in  another  point  of 
view  —  alter  it  was  agreed  that  Massachusetts 
should  be  divided  as  proposed,  on  v/hich  he  had 
never  heard  of  any  difference  of  opinion — he  asked 
what  objection  there  was  to  giving  the  simple 
assent  of  Congress  to  the  admission  of  Maine  into 
the  Union?  We  have,  said  he,  no  compact  to 
make  with  her ;  whilst,  if  gentlemen  will  look  at 
the  provisions  for  the  admission  of  Missouri,  re- 
ported by  way  of  amendment  to  this  bill,  they  will 
see  that  there  are  many  conditions  and  restrictions 
to  be  imposed  on  it,  and  some  of  them  of  much 


Its  were  indeed  proposed  by  the  committee  in  their 
report,  but,  by  a  certain  bill  which  had  been  laid 
on  their  desks  by  mistake,  it  appeared  that  certain 
other  boundaries  had  been  thought  of;  and  he 
wished  to  know  the  cause  of  this  variation  m  the 
boundaries.  Who  was  it  that  had  marked  out  the 
immense  district  of  country  proposed  to  be  includ- 
ed in  the  new  State  ?  Who  had  given  these  metes 
and  bounds  ?  He  did  not  know,  he  said,  and  he 
questioned  whether  even  the  committee  which 
reported  it  could  inform  the  Senate.  These  lx)und- 
aries  were  not  those  described  and  marked  out  in 
the  document  on  which  the  bill  was  professedly 
founded.  He  would  not  trouble  the  Senate  by 
pointing  out  the  particulars  inVhich  they  differed : 
the  boundaries  proposed  in  the  amendment  before 
the  Senate,  he  believed,  embraced  a  less  extent  of 
territory  than  those  proposed  in  the  memorial ;  but 
enough  had  been  said,  to  show  that  the  Senate 
were  called  upon  to  legislate  on  this  subject  with- 
out the  necessary  information  to  enable  them  to 
act  understandingly  on  it.  There  was  no  chart  of 
the  Territory  before  Congress,  nor  had  the  .subject 
been  introduced  at  the  present  session  upon  any 
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application  from  the  people,  or  from  the  govern- 
mg  authority  of  the  Territory.  If  the  Territory 
contained  a  sufficient  population,  he  was  willing 
it  should  be  made  a  State,  and  with  a  sufficienUy 
extensive  boundary ;  and  perhaps  some  genUeman 
might  have  information  sufficient  to  satisfy  the 
minds  of  the  Senate  on  that  point. 

But,  in  respect  to  Maine,  there  was  no  question 
whatever,  but  that  of  policy.  Is  it  wLse,  is  it  con- 
astent  with  the  general  interests  of  the  United 
States,  that  Maine  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union? 
If  we  proceed,  and  pass  the  bill  as  it  came  from 
the  House  of  Representatives,  with  the  single  pro- 
vision for  the  admission  of  Maine  into  the  Union, 
we  shall  acquit  ourselves  of  a  duty  which  we  owe 
to  an  intelligent  ])opulation  of  three  hundred  thou- 
sand souls;  of  a  dutv  which  we  owe  to  Massachu- 
setts, who  will  be  thrown  into  great  embarrass- 
ment, not  to  say  confusion,  if  the  act  do  not  pass. 
When  that  should  have  passed,  Mr.  B.  said,  he 
shoiuld  be  willing  to  take  up  the  case  of  Missouri 
and  he  hoped  with  that  good  temper  which  ought 
to  prevail  in  the  deliberations  of  this  assembly. 

The  honorable  chairman  of  the  committee  (Mr. 
Smith)  had  stated  that  he  had  some  difficulties  to 
encounter,  in  regard  to  the  admission  of  Maiite. 
This  was  the  first  suggestion  of  that  sort,  Mr.  B. 
sard,  that  he  had  heard.  But  are  we,  said  he,  who 
entertain  on  this  question  an  opinion  different  from 
him,  to  be  required  to  agree  to  do  what  we  believe 
wrong,  in  order  to  carry  another  measure  which 
we  believe,  and  which  gentlemen  themselves  do 
not  deny,  to  be  right  ?  He  hoped  not.  He  be- 
lieved the  separation  of  these  subjects  to  be  due  to 
the  magnanimity  with  which  the  Senate  had  al- 
ways conducted,  and  moreover  required  by  the 
spirit  of  the  rules  established  for  the  government 
of  Its  proceedings. 

Mr.  Maco.n,  of  North  Carolina,  next  fallowed 
in  debate.  With  regard  to  the  order  of  proceeding, 
he  said,  it  had  never  been  the  practice  to  refer 
hack  a  subject  to  a  committee,  but  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaming  details^  to  make  that  which  was 
doubtful  plain.  In  the  present  case  there  was  no 
occasion  lor  such  a  reference,  the  object  being  to 
separate  two  subjects  proposed  to  be  united,  which 
could  be  du-ectly  effected  by  a  disagreement  to  the 
proposed  amendment.  There  was  no  necessity, 
therefore,  in  his  opinion,  to  recommit  the  bill  on 
that  ground. 

This,  said  he,  is  a  pretty  important  question, 
view  It  in  what  light  you  will.  The  appearance 
of  the  Senate  to-day  is  different  from  any  thing  I 
have  seen  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  it.  It  is 
the  greatness  of  the  question  wliich  has  produced 
It.  So  interesting  is  it,  that,  on  this  incidental 
question,  all  the  members  have  gone  into  the 
question,  which  is  not,  but  is  expected  to  be,  before 
the  Senate. 

With  regard  to  the  question  immediately  before 
the  Senate,  Mr.  M.  said  he  had  hardly  expected 
that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would  have 
forbidden  the  banns  of  this  marriage.  He  thought 
the  opposition  to  it  would  have  come  from  some 
one  more  interested,  more  nearly  allied  to  the  par- 
ties.    Allusion  had  been  made  to  the  case  of  Ver- 
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inont  and  Kentucky.  And  why,  he  asked,  were 
there  given,  in  the  same  bill,  to  Vermont  two  rep. 
resentatives,  and  to  Kentucky  two  1  Their  popu- 
lation was  not  known;  but  their  representation 
was  made  equal  in  order  to  keep  up  the  proporuon 
which  the  National  Convention  had  given  to  the 
two  sections  of  the  Union. 

It  had  been  said  that  the  law  of  Massachusctta, 
sanctioning  the  independence  of  Maine,  would  ex- 
pire on  the  3d  day  of  March,  and  it  was  therefore 
proper  to  hasten  the  passage  of  the  biU  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  without  amendment. 
But,  Mr.  M.  said,  that  Ma.ssachusetts  would  not, 
after  she  had  consented  to  her  daughter  setting  up 
for  herself,  play  the  stepmother,  and  say,  because 
you  have  not  done  this  to-day,  you  shall  not  do  it 
to-morrow.  Massachusetts  would  do  hereafter  he 
had  no  doubt,  what  she  had  already  done.         ' 

With  respect  to  the  alleged  impropriety  of  con- 
necting the  two  subjects  in  one  bill,  Mr.  M.  asked 
if  there  was  any  thing  more  common  than  for 
Congress  to  pass  bills  for  particular  objects,  "  and  ' 
for  other  purposes  ?"     It  was  the  practice  of  every 
day ;  and  those  "  other  purposes"  were  frequently 
not  purposes  connected  with  the  main  subject  of 
the  bill.     The  Senate,  the  gentleman  might  recol- 
lect, had  at  times  been  so  tenacious  of  their  bills, 
as  not  to  allow  them  to  be  amended  even  by  a  dot 
over  an  t,  or  a  cross  on  a  t.     Yet  the  Senate  had, 
before  now,  in  more  instances  than  one,  tacked 
one  bill  to  another  of  a  different  nature.     Mr.  M. 
quoted  an  instance,  being  an  act  to  establish  a 
board  of  commissioners  for  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, and/»r  oOi^r  purtme*,  passed  several  years  ago. 
After  the  bill  came  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  Senate,  as  the  Journal  would  show,  it 
was  amended  by  the  addition  of  provisions  for  au- 
thorizing the  making  a  canal  from  the  Potomac  to 
the  Ea.stern   Branch;  which  provision  was  cer- 
tainly not  analogous  to  the  mam  object  of  the  bill. 
Mr.  M.  said  he  questioned  whether  a  bill  ever 
passed  with  a  great  many  sections,  but  those  who 
voted  for  it  objected  to  some  of  them.     He  could 
himself  recollect  amendments  to  bills  having  been 
made,  which  were  so  obnoxious  that  genUemen 
friendly  to  the  object  of  the  bills  had  been  almost 
ready  to  give  up  the  main  point,  rather  than  agree 
to  the  amendments. 

The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  had  taken  a 
distinction  between  the  cases  of  Maine  and  Mis- 
souri, which  he  appeared  to  think  was  unfavorable 
to  the  claims  of  the  latter  to  admission  into  the 
Union.    Now,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  thought,  on  the 
contrary,  that  Missouri  had  the  strongest  claim. 
Maine,  said  he,  is  in  the  actual  exercise  of  the 
privileges  of  self-government.     Is  Missouri?     In 
Maine  a  man  enjoys  the  same  civil  rights  and  ben- 
efits as  the  citizens  of  any  other  State ;  he  is  not 
half-citizen,  half-subject,  a  territorial  man--he  is  a 
full-grown   citizen.     The  representatives  of  the 
State  of  Massac hu-setts,  (including  Maine,)  in  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  enjoy  all 
the  rights  belonging  to  their  stations ;  and  when 
the  yeas  and  nays  are  called,  they  answer  aye  or 
—      How  is  it  with  the  delegate  from  Missouri? 


no 


He  is  missed  on  the  roll ;  you  skip  over  him ;  he 
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may  spesk,  bat  cannot  give  a  rote  ou  any  ques- 
tion. 

Reference  had  been  made  to  proceedings  on  (his 
subject  out  of  doors.  Those  proceedings,  said  Mr. 
M.,  have  been  all  on  one  side.  Oar  people  do  not 
]»etition  much ;  we  plume  ourselves  on  not  pester- 
ing the  Greneral  Government  with  our  prayers. 
Nor  do  we  set  the  woods  on  fire  to  drive  the  game 
out  When  the  question,  which  every  one  had 
alluded  to,  ca6ie  properly  before  the  House,  Mr. 
M.  said  he  would  sp«ik  his  sentiments  upon  it. 
Gentlemen  were  inquiring  what,  to  a  fraction,  was 
the  population  of  Missouri.  For  his  part,  if  she 
was  otherwise  fitted  for  self-government,  and  had 
a  population  of  but  twenty  thousand,  he  would  say 
to  her,  come  into  the  family,  and  become  one  of 
us.  In  no  instance,  he  said,  had  Congress  insisted, 
in  the  admission  of  new  States,  on  a  population  of 
sixty  thousand.  The  true  reason  of  the  objection 
to  the  prompt  admission  of  Missouri,  was  the  prin- 
ciple to  which  gentlemen  had  alluded,  and  which 
had  made  so  much  noise  oat  of  doors.  He  con- 
fessed, that  on  this  question  he  had  felt  more  anx- 
iety than  on  any  other  question  lately  presented  to 
his  view.  It  may,  said  he,  be  a  matter  of  nhi- 
losophy  and  abstraction  with  the  gentlemen  ofthe 
East,  but  it  is  a  different  thing  with  us.  They 
may  philosophize  and  town-meeting  about  it  as 
much  as  they  please ;  but,  with  great  submission, 
sir,  they  know  nothing  about  the  question. 

The  proposition  now  before  the  Senate  was  to 
recommit— for  what  ?  Why,  for  what  the  Senate 
could  do  as  well  as  a  committee.  Judging  from 
the  arguments,  it  appeared  to  him  that  one  side 
was  better  prepared  than  the  other  for  the  discus- 
sion. If  the  Senate  was  ready  for  thf  discussion. 
It  mattered  little  what  the  precise  form  of  the  ques- 
tion was.  There  was  no  impropriety,  he  con- 
ceived, in  the  proposed  connexion  of  the  two  sub- 
iects  of  Maine  and  Missouri ;  nor  did  it  appear  to 
lim  of  any  importance  what  the  shape  of  the  ques- 
tion was,  if  It  was  substantially  before  the  Senate. 
The  question  to  agree  or  disagree  to  the  report  of 
the  committee,  took  within  its  scope  every  other 
question  connected  with  the  subject,  and  would 
admit  of  the  freest  debate.  He  was  therefore  op- 
posed to  the  recommitment. 

Mr.  MoRBiL,  of  New  Hampshire,  said  it  was 
Bot  his  intention  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the 
ments  of  these  two  subjects  at  this  time ;  he  thought 
It  was  improper.  I  am,  said  he,  in  favor  of  the 
motion,  because  I  am  unwilling  to  consider  the 
subjects,  and  act  upon  them,  in  this  unnatural  con- 
nexion. Gentlemen  say  there  is  such  a  similarity 
they  may  be  coasidercd  with  the  greatest  propriety 
m  this  near  alliance.  Sir,  I  think  otherwise.  To 
me,  there  appears  a  striking  incongruity.  One 
object  is,  to  admit  Maine  into  the  Union ;  the  other 
u,  to  authorize  the  Territory  of  Missouri  to  form 
a  constitution,  that  she  may  be  admitted  at  some 
tuture  period.  Where,  then,  is  the  likeness  ?  Sir 
this  is  not  all.  I  wish  each  to  stand  upon  its  own 
basis.  To  effect  this,  they  must  be  considered 
separately.  One  gentleman  may  have  doubts  with 
respect  to  the  expediency  of  admitting  Maine; 
another  may   have  complete  conviction   that  it 


would  be  extremely  wrong  to  admit  Missouri  with- 
out restrictions. 

Now,  sir,  you  couple  these  together,  and  on  the 
final  question  you  compel  gendemen  to  vote  for 
both  or  neither.  And  what  is  the  result?  I  am 
fully  satisfied  it  is  politically  and  morally  right  to 
admit  Maine,  and  wish  to  give  my  aye ;  but  I  am 
equally  satisfied  it  is  politically  and  morally  wrong 
to  admit  Missouri  without  prohibitions.  Other 
gentlemen  believe  it  is  politically  and  morally  cor- 
rect to  admit  both  without  restrictions.  Then,  sir, 
you  see  the  dilemma  in  which  some  are  placed  by 
this  strange  connexion.  We  are  compelled  to  vote 
against  Maine,  which  we  think  we  ought  not  to 
do,  or  vote  in  favor  of  both,  and  do  that  which  we 
conscientiously  believe  is  politically  and  morally 
wrong ;  while  gentlemen  on  the  other  hand  are 
onlv  asked  to  do  that  which  they  declare  is  politi- 
cally and  morallv  right.  Sir,  I  protest  against  the 
connexion  ;  not  because  I  am  unwilling  or  unpre- 
pared to  meet  the  subjects,  properly  and  distinctly, 
each  on  its  own  merits,  but  on  account  of  the  di- 
lemma into  which  we  are  necessarily  thrown  if 
they  are  considered  as  now  presented.  Sir,  I  am 
willing  Maine  should  be  admitted;  and  I  am 
equally  willing  Missouri  should  be  admitted,  on 
such  principles  as  shall  harmonize  with  the  na- 
tional tranquillity  and  interest ;  and  I  am  perft-ctly 
willing  to  meet  both  subjects  distinctly,  when  they 
shall  be  ^o  presented  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Senate,  and  in  no  other  way.  Let  each  stand 
upon  its  own  merits. 

(At  this  stage  of  the  debate,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed until  to-morrow.] 


Friday,  Janizary  14. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Wilmams,  of  Tennessee, 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Rebecca  C.  Appling,  were 
discharced  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  to  continue  in  force 
the  act,  passed  on  the  twentieth  day  of  April,  1818, 
entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled 
•An  act  to  regulate  toe  collection  of  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage,  passed  the  second  day  of  Mar«h, 
1799,"  reported  the  same  with  an  amendment; 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  LowHiK  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Dobson  dc  Son,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  book- 
sellers, proposing  to  sell  to  Congress  eight  hun- 
dred copies  of  Seybert's  Statistical  Annals  of  the 
Unite(^  States,  and  praying  that  a  law  may  be 
pas.sed  authorizing  the  purchase  of  the  same ;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or 
otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Lowrie,  Parrott,  and 
Sanford,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  memorial  of  a  num- 
ber of  merchants  and  others,  engaged  in  the  sea- 
faring business,  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire, 
praying  the  erection  of  a  light-house  on  the  Isle 
of  Shoals;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures. 


The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  ofthe  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Chapman, 
collector  of  the  customs  for  the  district  of  George- 
town, in  the  State  of  South  Carolina  ;  and,  in 
conformity  thereto,  resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Edward  Barry  and  Greorge 
Hodge ;  and,  in  conformity  thereto,  the  petitioners 
had  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Phineas  Cole,  of  New 
Hampshire ;  and,  in  conformity  thereto,  the  peti- 
tioner had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  John  Charlton,  2d,  and  Eli- 
sha  Douglass,  of  the  District  of  Maine,  praying 
pensions ;  and,  in  conformity  thereto,  the  peti- 
tioners had  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 

The  bill  confirming  Anthony  Cavalier  and 
Peter  Petit,  in  their  claim  to  a  tract  of  land,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  district  court  in  the  State 
of  Alabama  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  altering  the  times  for  holding  the 
court  ofthe  United  States,  for  the  western  district 
of  Pennsylvania,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  establish  an  uniform  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy throughout  the  United  States  was  read  the 
second  time. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURI. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
subject  of  the  Maine  bill,  (as  proposed  to  be 
amended  bv  adding  Missouri  to  it,)  and  the  propo- 
sition by  Mr.  Roberts,  to  recommit  the  bill  with 
instructions  to  the  comnuttee  to  separate  the  two, 
and  report  Maine  in  a  distinct  bill,  as  it  came 
from  the  other  House. 

Mr.  Barbour,  of  Virginia  said,  the  particular 
agency  which  he  had  heretofore  had  in  this  sub- 
ject made  it  proper  that  he  should  endeavor  to  show 
the  impropriety  of  agrmng  to  the  proposed  resolu- 
tion, and  at  tne  same  time  vindicate  the  course 
pursued  by  the  committee  in  recommending  the 
amendment  providing  for  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri into  the  Union.  To  a  distinct  understand- 
ing ofthe  subject,  said  he,  it  is  necessary  we  should 
advert  to  the  history  of  its  progress.     A  select 

,  committee,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred, 
brought  in  a  bill  whose  object  was  to  provide  for 
the  admission  of  Maine  into  the  Union.     While 

♦  it  was  depending  before  the  Senate,  I  submitted 
a  motion  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  instructions 
to  incorporate  the  very  amendment  which  has 
now  been  proposed.  Before  this  question  was 
decided,  a  bill  is  sent  up  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, precisely  like  that  depending  here.  In 
conformity  to  an  existing  comity  between  the  two 
Houses,  the  bill  depending  here,  with  the  instruc- 
tions I  had  submitted,  was  postponed,  and  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  act  on  the  one  from  the  House 


of  Representatives.  At  the  proper  time,  it  was 
committed  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  who,  as  * 
I  think,  most  wisely  and  justifiably,  reported  the 
bill  with  the  much  contested  amendment  in  favor 
of  Missouri — the  memorial  of  that  people  having 
been  previously  referred  to  that  committee,  sup- 

Elicating  admission  into  the  Union.     It  is  objected, 
rst,  by  the  member  from  Pennsylvania,  that  the 
coD^mittee  got  possession  of  the  subject  rather 
curiously.     In  justification  of  this  assertion,  he 
states  that  the  memoital  of  the  people  of  Missouri 
is  that  which  was  presented  the  last  session.  Sure, 
this  objection  is  ot  itself  a  curiosity.     Is  it  not  the 
invariable  usage  which  obtains  in  both  brunches, 
when  a  petition  has  been  presented,  and  its  object 
not  consummated,  as  is   but  too  commonly  the 
case.  Congress  either  being  unable  or  unwilling 
to  do  so,  for  the  same  identical  petition  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  ensuing  Congress  ?     Why  present  a 
new  one,  the  facts  and  grounds  of  the  application 
renoaining  the  same  ?     It  is  next  objected  by  the 
gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  that  the  commit- 
tee have  exceeded  their  powers  in  recommending 
this  amendment.     Pray,  sir,  what  is  the  object  of 
referring  a  bill  to  a  committee — merely  to  dot  the 
i's  and  cross  the  t's  ?     I  had  supposed  they  had  a 
naore  important  duty  to  perform.     Not  only  their 
right,  but  that  it  was  theur  bounden  duty  to  modify 
or  amend  any  and  every  part  in  relation  to  the 
particular  subject  embraced  by  the  Jtwll,  and  to  ex- 
tend its  provisions  so  as  to  embrace  every  corres- 
Eonding  subject.     This  is  not  only  a  rational  rule, 
ut  one  which  is  prescribed  by  every  well  organ- 
ized deliberative  body.     It  in  the  first  place  dimin- 
ishes that  multiplicity  of  laws  already  swelled  to 
an  extent  beyond  the  reading  of  the  most  indus- 
trious.    Secondly,  it  prevents  that  irregularity  and 
inconsistency  which  ensue  from  a  different  course. 
I  appeal  to  the  experience  of  the  Senate,  when  I 
assert,  that  the  success  of  a  claim,  for  instance, 
depends  sometimes  on  the  zeal,  perseverance,  and 
ability  of  its  patron.     A  claim  thus  supported,  uk 
carried  in  triumph  through  the  House — while  one 
no  less  just,  for  want  of  those  efficient  auxiliaries, 
is  lost,  and,  in  consequence,  a  chequered  and  un- 
equal system  of  legislation  obtains.     If  this  be  true 
on  trifling  occasions,  how  does  the  reason  of  the 
course  pursued  by  the  committee  increase  upon  us, 
and  the  necessity  of  adhering  to  it  upon  subjects 
so  important  as  those  involved  in  the  bill  and 
amendment!  But  it  is  objected  that  the  two  sub- 
jects are  dissimilar,  and,  therefore,  should  be  separ- 
ated.    If  tl^s  be  true,  why  send  it  back  to  the  com- 
mittee?    The  question  before  the  Senate  is,  shall 
they  be  joined  as  proposed  by  the  committee?    If 
you  disapprove  of  the  junction,  reject  it;  but  do 
not  refer  it  to  the  comnuttee :  they  have  performed 
their  duty  ;  do  you  perform  yours.     But  is  it  true, 
that  there  is  any  difference  in  the  two  subjects,  so 
as  to  make  it  indispensable  to  separate  them?  Aa 
to  any  thing  yet  before  the  Senate,  there  is  no  es- 
sential difference;  and,  therefore,  nothing  to  require 
their  separation.     Let  us  inquire,  first,  in  what 
they  agree ;  Maine,  it  is  readily  admitted,  has  just 
claims  to  an  admission  into  the  Union;  and  I  shall 
be  greatly  misunderstood,  if  I  am  suspected  of  any 
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hostility  to  such  admission.     Her  claims  rest  on 
the  extent  of  her  territorv,  the  number  of  her  peo- 
ple, the  great  length  of  her  maritime  coast,  her 
frontier  situation,  and  the  necessity  of  the  resi- 
dence of  her  government  within  her  borders,  by 
■which,  whenever  the  occasion  occurs,  the  resources 
of  the  State  may  be  called  out  immediately  for 
her  defence  and  protection.     What  are  Missouri's 
claims?     An  equal  extent  of  country,  the  number 
of  her  people,  her  frontier  situation,  a  right  guar- 
antied by  the  treaty  by  which  we  acquired  the 
country,  but,  above  all,  the  invaluable  privilege  of 
self-government,  of  which  she  is  now  deprived : 
a  privilege  dear  to  every  American;  the  dtnriva- 
tion  of  which  is  the  last  injury  which  can  oe  in- 
flicted upon  them.     In  what  do  they  differ  ?     It  is 
said  Mame  is  ready  to  come  into  the  Government, 
having  formed  her  constitution.     If  dependentiy  of 
the  consideration  that  this  state  of  tnings  would 
make  it  necessary  only  to  adapt  the  different  sec- 
tions of  the  bill  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
the  two  cases,  I  must  be  permitted  to  state,  that 
Maiae  has  no  claim  on  us  for  the  precipitancy 
with  which  she  has  acted.     The  correct  course 
would  have  been,  to  have  obtained  the  consent  of 
Congress  before  she  had  proceeded  as  far  as  she 
has.     For  I  presume  no  one  will  pretend  that  there 
b  any  Constitutional  obli^tion  on  Congress  to 
admit  Maine  at  all  into  the  Union — for  tiie  very 
obvious  reason,  that  she  now,  as  a  part  of  Massa- 
chusetts, enjoys  all  the  inestimable  blessings  of 
self-government.     She  surely,  therefore,  has  not 
increased  her  claim  on  our  indulgence  by  the  pre- 
mature step  she  has  taken  in  forming  her  consti- 
tution ;  especially,  too,  as  she  did  not  know  but, 
according  to  the  new  doctrine  recently  sprung  up. 
Congress   might  think  proper  to  impose  restric- 
tions— of  which  right  she  seems  to  have  deprived 
us,  by  making  and   fashioning   her  constitution 
according^ to  her  own  will  and  pleasure.     Mis- 
souri, on  the  contrary,  quietly  submitted  to  the 
injustice  of  which  she  was  the  victim  at  the  last 
session,  and,  for  this  submission,  and  her  forbear- 
ance  to  assert   her   right  to  self-government,  is 
held  as  an  unworthy  associate  of  the  less  respect- 
ful Maine. 

Various  other  objections  have  been  suggested 
by  the  member  from  Rhode  Island,  but  it  must  be 
palpable  they  are  intended  merely  as  a  ligRt  corps 
for  skirmishing,  and  to  conceal  the  real  point  of 
attack.  He  says  he  does  not  know  that  the  people 
of  Missouri  wish  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union.  I 
fear  were  one  to  Come  from  the  dead  to  testify  the 
ract,  the  gentleman  would  be  still  incredulous. 
Were  you  not  petitioned  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
Territorv  at  your  last  session  ?  Did  not  the  people, 
during  the  last  Summer,  in  every  possible  form,  in- 
dignantly denounce  the  attempted  usurpation  of 
Congress?  And  has  not  their  Delegate  in  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  signified  the  wishes 
i?u  <^o°^^'^"*'0^s  by  obtaining  leave  to  bring  in 
»  Wl  for  that  purpose  in  a  few  days  after  our 

~r^"' ■     ®"'  ^^^y  "^**  ^  "^^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^ac^"''? 
Is  there  any  circumstance  which  renders  it  less 

desirable  to  the  people  of  Missouri  than  at  the 

last  session  ?    What  is  it  they  pray  for  ?  the  right 


of  self-government— the  choicest  blessing  of  Hea- 
ven  to  human  kind.     And,  does  an  American 
Senator  wish  any  other  evidence  of  the  existence 
of  this  wish,  but  that  innate  desire  for  this  high 
privilege  in  man  wherever  he  is  found  ;  but  more 
especially  with  a  people  principally  composed  of 
native   born  Americans,  who   nave  enjoyed  the 
blessing  and  know  how  to  appreciate  it?     But, 
he  does  not  know  the  number  of  people  in  the 
Territorysince  Arkansas  was  detached.  No!  Was 
not  the  latter  Territory  detached  during  the  last 
session  contemporaneously  with  the  bill  for  the 
admission  of  Missouri  ?     Then  no  objection  was 
heard  as  to  her  wanting  the  number  to  justify  her 
admission  into  the  Union  ?    But,  if  her  number 
were  sufficient  then,  much  more  so  is  it   now, 
when  they  have  incalculably  increased    by  that 
tide  of  emigration  which  has  so  .steadily  flowed 
into  the  Territory  during  the  last  year.     He  is  also 
not  satisfied  with  the  boundaries.     Yet  they,  too, 
were  critically  scanned   during  the  la.st  session, 
and  finally  assumed  such  a  shape  as  to  be  unex- 
ceptionable.    I  will  not  lose  more  time,  in  meet- 
ing objections  of  this  kind,  which  carry  with  them 
their  own  refutation,  than  barely  to  remark  that 
the  gentleman  who  used  them  must  have  felt  him- 
self pressed  to  the  wall  before  he  would  resort  to 
means  of  defence  of,  to  say  the  least,  such  doubt- 
ful propriety.     It  would  have  been  better  at  once 
fairly  to  acknowledge  the  real  object.     Let  it  be 
presented  without  ambiguity.     Let  the  issue  be 
made  up,  and,  according  to  the  will  of  the  major- 
ity, let  the  contest  be  settled.     I  will  ^tate  frankly 
what  it  is.     The  gentlemen  wish  to  impose  restric- 
tionson  the  peopleof  Missouri, and  noton  the  people 
of  Maine.     Here  lies  the  difference,  not  in  the  un- 
equal claims  of  the  people  of  these  two  portions  of 
territories,  but  in  the  new-fangled  .scheme,  the  re- 
sult of  modern  and  unwise  counsels,  which  s<-eks 
to  fix  on  Mi.ssonri  the  badge  of  inequality  and  de- 
gradation.    I   had   fondly  hoped    that   the  good 
sense  of  the  Senate,  and  its  regard  to  the  just  rights 
of  every  part  of  the  Union,  would  have  resisted  an 
attempt  so  repugnant  to  the  plighted  faith  of  the 
nation,  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Constitution, 
and,  ab(ive  all,  the  great  and  inalienable  right  of" 
the  people  of  self-government ;  but,  in  this  hope  I 
fear  I  shall  be  disanpointed.     It  is  this  attempt 
which   constitutes   the   only   difference    between 
Maine  and  Missouri.     Now,  I  submit  this  ques- 
tion to  the  candor  of  gentlemen  on  the  opposite 
side.  *^*^ 

If  the  design  alluded  to,  that  of  imposing  re- 
strictions on  the  people  of  Missouri,  did  not  exist, 

°k'^*i!''^'"^'  '^  ^"^  "^'^y  *°  *^^  *o  '^  would 
they  have  any  difficulty  in  agreeing  to  the  union 

of  these  States  in  the  same  bill  ?  I  answer  for 
them— they  would  not :  the  bill  would  have  passed, 
notwithstanding  this  union,  without  criticism  or 
question.  But  the  question,  in  our  view,  is  as 
though  this  difficulty  did  not  exist ;  for  that'which 
does  not  exist^and  that  which  ought  not  to  exist 
IS,  as  to  its  effects,  precisely  the  .same.  Now,  we 
say  you  have  no  right  to  imoose  these  restrictions, 
and,  having  no  right,  you  .shall  claim  no  advan- 
tage by  the  attempt.     This  would  be  to  suffer  yon 
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to  profit  by  your  own  wrong  ;and,  if  I  am  correct 
m  saying  you  would  have  no  objection  to  the  pro- 
posed consolidation,  wei«  it  not  for  this  attempt  to 
control  the  people  of  Missouri  in  the  exercise  of 
the  great  privilege  of  making  their  own  govern- 
ment, and  also  that  you  have  no  right  so  to  con- 
trol them,  we,  who  assume  both  these  as  unques- 
tionable truths,  can  see  no  serious  difficulty  to  the 
proposed  union.     I  forbear  to  investigate  them  at 
this  time,  becau.se  I  have  been  told  by  the  Chair, 
and  properly  told,  that  upon  this  question  such  an 
mvesiigation  would,  as  the  lawyers  say,  be  trav- 
elling out  of  the  record.     In  the  proper  stage  of 
the  question  I  will,  as  far  as  my  feeble  capacity 
will  enable  me,  endeavor  to  sustain  them  to  the 
satisfaction  of  every  unprejudiced  mind.     But  gen- 
tlemen confidently  ask  us,  whv  seek  to  coifipei  us 
to  vote  for  a  measure  of  which  we  disapprove  by 
uniting  it  with  another  on  which  there  is  no  differ- 
ence of  opinion  ?     For  the  plainest  of  all  possible 
reasons.     You  who  ask,  shall  be  compelled  to  do 
justice.     Is  this  a  novelty  in  ethics  or  in  legiela- 
^tion  ?     If  you  apply  to  a  court  of  equity  for  its  aid 
m  reference  to  a  subject  relative  to  which  there  is 
no  doubt,  what  is  the  answer  of  the  chancellor  ? 
You  who  ask  must  do  justice.     "  Do  unto  others 
as  you  would  be  done  unto,"  is  a  sublime  maxim 
of  morality,  inculcated  by  the  highest  of  all  pos- 
sible authority,  and  on  which,  we  are  told,  hang 
the  law  and  the  prophets.     You  who  ask  justice 
for  Maine,  shall   be  compelled  to  do  it  for  Mis- 
souri.    And  shall  we  be  called  unreasonable  who 
view  the   question   in   this   light,  if  to   preserve 
equality,  which  is  but  another  name  for  justice, 
we  unite  them  indlssolubly  together,  and  subject 
them  to  a  common  fate  ?    How  could  we  staad 

Justified  in  lending  ourselves  to  a  course  of  legis- 
ation  whose  result  would  be  stamped  <with  the 
most  consummate  injustice?  Do  you  not  know 
that  the  very  Constitution  by  whose  authority  we 
are  here  is  the  result  of  compromise  brought  about 
by  the  very  course  we  are  now  pursuing  i  If  the 
South  had  required  its  claims,  never  so  just,  first 
to  have  been  yielded,  and  all  control  over  such  ces- 
sion to  have  been  surrendered  by  the  North  before 
its  pretensions  had  been  heard,  much  less  estab- 
lished, would  not  such  a  proposition  have  been 
scouted  ?  The  fact  is,  in  ail  great  national  ques- 
tions, where  different  views  and  different  feelings 
prevail,  it  is  indispensable  to  any  practical  r«vUt 
that  we  practise  towards  each  other  some  degree 
of  deference  and  concession.  The  mind  of  man 
revolts  at  that  spirit  of  arrogance  which  claims 
unqualified  submission  and  acquiescence  to  the  pre- 
tensions of  an  equal,  who,  at  the  same  moment, 
refuses  to  listen  to  yours.     Every  consideration  of 

Propriety,  and  justice,  and  prudence,  demands  that 
e,  towards  whom  injustice  is  about  to  be  prac- 
tised, should  reject  every  proposition  which  has 
not  perfect  equality  for  its  basis.  It  is  in  this  spirit 
that  we  who  think  the  claims  of  Missouri,  for  the 
reasons  before  assigned,  to  an  admission  into  the 
Union  as  unrestrained  as  Maine,  are  stronger  than 
those  of  Maine,  believe  it  would  be  an  act  of  folly 
and  injastice  to  suffer  Maine  to  be  introduced  into 
the  Union  while  Missouri  was  excluded.     I  there- 


fore, repeat  again,  do  unto  others  as  you  would 
they  should  do  unto  you.  Precedent  has  been  re- 
sorted to  on  this  occasion  to  influence  our  decision. 
It  IS  supposed  to  be  found  in  the  instance  of  Ken- 
tucky and  Vermont.  With  submission,  I  think 
the  gentlemen  singulariy  unfortunate  in  this  refer- 
ence. I  am  authorized  to  say,  from  unquestionable 
authority,  that  Kentucky  was  kept  back  some  time 
for  the  purpose  of  insuring  the  admission  of  Ver- 
mont. What  do  we  propose  to  do  ?  Not  to  delay 
the  admuwsion  of  Maine  for  a  moment,  but  simply 
to  unite  Missouri  with  her.  Does  this  affect  Maine  ? 
No.  Yet,  in  the  very  case  alluded  to,  the  East 
refused  justice  to  the  West,  for  a  portion  of  time, 
with  the  design  of  making  this  act  of  their  justice 
to  Kentucky  subservient  to  the  wishes  of  Vermont 
to  be  adxixitted  into  the  Union  ;  and,  although  they 
are  not  in  the  same  law,  yet,  as  there  was  no  diffi- 
culty at  that  time  in  admitting  both,  they  passed 
at  the  same  session.  But  let  us  suppose  the  invid- 
ious distinctions  which  are  now  attempted  had 
been  insisted  on  against  Kentucky  or  Vermont,  is 
It  to  be  believed  that  the  same  caution  would  not 
ha\-e  been  used  which  we  propose  now  to  pursue? 
In  this  conclusion  I  think  I  am  warranted  by  re- 
ferring to  the  law  of  the  same  session  in  r^ard  to 
the  representation  of  those  States.  The  census 
not  having  been  taken,  the  ratio  was  arbitrary 
and.  to  prevent  inequality,  both  States  were  unite([ 
in  the  same  law,  and  two  Representatives  assigned 
to  each.     So  much  for  precedent,  sir. 

In  calling  upon  the  Senate  to  support  the  amend- 
ment, whose  effect  will  be  to  admit  Missouri  into 
the  Union,  there  is  one  portion  of  the  House  to 
which  1  feel  confident  I  shall  not  appeal  in  vain. 
I  address  myself  to  those  who  have  just  escaped 
from  the  thraldom  of  colonial  government.  You 
have  too  recently  escaped  from  that  degraded  state, 
and  entered  into  the  fruition  of  all  the  blessings  oJ 
self-government,  not  to  appreciate  duly  the  advan- 
tages of  the  change.  The  unportioned  Missouri, 
the  nation's  orphan,  claims  to  participate  in  this 
immeasureable  blessing.  Can  you  turn  a  deaf  ear 
to  her  just  supplications?  She  knocks  at  that 
door  through  which  you  have  just  entered.  Does 
it  become  you  to  bar  it  against  her  ?  Leave  this 
invidious,  unhallowed  tadt,  to  your  veteran  asso- 
ciates. Remember  the  question  now  is,  shall  Mis- 
souri be  admitted  at  all  ?  The  question  '\s  not  in- 
volved whether  she  shall  be  admitted  with  or  with- 
out restrictions.  Whatever  may  be  your  senti- 
ments on  this  subject,  it  is  not  at  this  stage  that  an 
expression  of  them  is  called  for.  An  opportunity 
will  be  furnished  you  hereafter  of  recording  your 
opinion  on  this  point. 

Mr.  President,  the  question  essentially  involved 
in  the  measure  under  consideration,  '\s  one,  in  its 
consequences,  of  the  highest  import  to  the  tran- 
quillity and  happiness  of  the  Union.  Let  me 
appeal  to  the  other  side,  (and  I  design  to  be  as 
solemn  as  the  occasion  requires,)  and  ask,  what  is 
to  be  done  ?  We  are  pledged  by  the  most  solemn 
sanctions  of  our  religion  to  reject  the  meditated  re- 
strictions on  Missouri ;  the  Cfonstitution,  which  we 
have  sworn  to  support,  forbids  it.  You  say  that 
you  will  not  recede  because  expediency  dictates  it. 
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b,  then,  that  vast  region  beyond  the  Mississippi, 
with  its  countless  inhabitants,  forever  to  be  sub- 
jected to  a  colonial  government  ?   If  it  were  prac- 
ticaUe,  does  it  become  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  to  will  it  ?    But  suffer  not  yourselves  to  be 
deceived.     The  same  spirit  whicn  animated  the 
heroes  and  patriots  of  the  Revolution  wamas  the 
bosoms  of  those   hardv  sons  of  the   West ;   and 
when  you,  by  your  resolves,  arrest  the  mighty  flood 
of  the  Mississippi,  then,  and  not  till  then,  will  you 
be  able  to  repress  this  unconquerable  spirit.     I  will 
not  lift  the  curtain  to  look  into  futurity,  still  less 
to  delineate  what  I  fear  may  be  the  awful  conse- 
quences.    I  am  not  easily  alarmed,  nor  am  I  dis- 
posed to  be  an  alarmist ;  but  this  I  will  say,  that  I 
tear  this  subject  will  be  an  ignited  spark,  which, 
communicated  to  an  immense  mass  otcombustion, ! 
will  produce  an  explosion   that  will   shake   this 
Union  to  its  centre.     There  is  one  consideration 
connected  with  the  present  question  and  its  attend- 
ant circumstances,  that  swells  beyond  even  it,  im- 
portant as  it  is,  and  embraces  the  foundations  of 
our  political  fabric.     The  crisis  has  arrived,  con- 
templated by  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  and 
to  guard  against  whose  effects  was  the  principal  I 
object  of  the  creation  of  the  Senate.     To  us  does 
the  Constitution  look  in  the  moment  of  popular  ' 
excitement,  whether  the  result  of  accident  or  de- 
sign ;  to  us  belongs  the  hio;h  attribute  of  prcscrib- 
mg  limits  to  its  excess.     The  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution, independently  of  their  general   knowl- 
edge, were  deeply  read  in  the  character  of  man ; 
they  had  .seen  him  in  every  phase  of  which  he  was 
susceptible  in  peace  and   war.     They,  therefore, 
knew  that  power  and  distinction  were  idols  but 
too  devoutly  worshipped  in  every  heart ;  that  there 
were  too  many  who  valued   them   even   beyond 
their  consciences,  and  whose  sacrifice  was  tnere- 
fore  considered   small   compared   to  their  enjoy- 
ment.    Nothing  is  more  easy  than  to  sail  gently 
down  the  current  with  all  your  sails  swelled  with 
popular  breezes.     It  is  that  breeze  which  becomes 
your  chart  and  compass.     You  fear  no  shoal  or 
breaker  but  popular  displeasure.     But  these  great 
men,  in   tracing   liberty  and   its  effects  from  the 
master  States  of  antiquity  to  the  present  time,  had 
seen,  wherever  it  had  appeared,  that  it  had  been 
attended  with  faction  and  violence — conforming 
in  this  to  the  law  of  all  existing  things,  that  what- 
ever is  great  is  irregular.     To  create  some  check  i 
in  the  Constitution  that  might  stay  its  fury  was  | 
the  result  of   profound   wisdom.     To  fulfil  this  j 
great  purpose,  a  duration  in  office   has   been  a.s- 
signed  us  sufficient  to  fill  the  measure  of  legitimate  ' 
ambition.   If  true  to  our  trust,  we  stand  as  an  isth- 1 
mus  between  the  troubled  wave  of  popular  .liscon- 
tent,  lashed  into  a  storm  by  local   prejudices  or 
designing  demagogues,  and  the  Constitution.     If, 
mstead  of  resisting,  we  yield  to  the  current,  we 
swell  the  dreadful  tide,  which,  passing  its  limits, 
flocxis^  the  land,  and  whelms  every  thing  in  ruin.' 
Thotoae  has  arrived  which  brings  to  the  test  the 
thefty  of  the  Constitution.     This  portentous  sub- 
"'^iLiT^l^^  months  ago,  was  a  little  speck  scarcely 
\'*  u    *"^^^  ^^^  hozizon  :  it  has  already  overcast 
the  heavens,  obscuring  every  other  object ;  mate- 
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I  rials  are  everywhere  accumulating  with  which  to 
render  it  darker.     I  cannot  repress  an  expression 
of  my  fears  as  to  its  catastrophe,  unless  it  be  disai- 
pated  by  the  wisdom  and  the  firmness  of  the  Sen- 
ate.    To  stand  firm  when  deserted  by  the  people  • 
to  prefer  our  duty  to  our  honors,  requires  a  moral 
I  energy  not  often  to  be  found.     To  disfranchise 
ourselves  when  not  called  for  by  the  magnitude  of 
j  the  subject  is  wanton  suicide.     But  fearlessly  to 
I  commit  ourselves  to  the  breach  when  the  peace 
and  tranquillity  of  our  country  demand  it,  entitles 
those  who  perform  so  illustrious  a  service  to  the 
gratitude  ot  their  country.     I  think  I  see  around 
me  some  who  are  ready  to  make  the  sacrifice.    To 
them,  if  my  feeble  voice  can  effect  it,  shall   be 
erected  an  everlasting  monument  of  imperishable 
fame.     I  do  not  ask  of  others  what  I  am  not  ready 
to  perform ;  and  if  ever  the  day  shall  come  when 
the  welfare  of  my  country  demands  this  sacrifice 
of  me,  and  I  shall  be  wanting  in  my  duty,  I  pray 
God  it  may  be  my  last. 

Mr.  Otib,  of  Massachusetts,  observed  that,  from 
the  relation  in  which  he  stood  to  the  State  whose 
separation  was  to  be  effected  by  the  bill,  it  might 
be  expected  that  he  should  take  some  part  in  the 
I  debate,  though  he  was  not  sure  that  it  was  in  his 
power  to  add  much  to  the  illustration  of  the  sub- 
ject    It  must  be  obvious  to  all   that  he  could  not 
reflect  without  regret  upon  the  proposed  division  of 
I  his  native  State;  but  as  this  measure  had  Ijeen 
I  long  since  apeed  to,  with  the  full  and  deliberate 
I  consent  of  all  parties  concerned ;  and  the  people 
I  of  Maine,  in  consequence  of  what  he  regarded  as 
an  invitation  from  Congres.s,  had  actually  formed 
;  a  constitution,  and  were  now  intent  upon  the  con- 
I  stfmmation  of  their  plan,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty 
j  to  contribute,  with  sincerity  and  frankness,  to  its 
I  accomplishment.     The  question  now  before  the 
j  Senate  was  in  substance  a  question  of  order ;  and 
I  it  was  with  a  view  to  disencumber  it  of  other  ques- 
i  tions  of  j\  more  grand  and  interesting  character, 
j  that  he  should  vote  in  favor  of  the  recommitment 
He  should,  on  the  whole,  have  prefem'd  taking 
I  the  question  upon  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  • 
I  but  as  upon  that  the  entire  merits  of  the  Missouri' 
pretensions  would  have  been  open  to  a  debate,  at 
I  the  option  of  honorable  gentlemen,  which  it  was 
,  desirable  to  avoid,  he  was  reconciled  to  the  present 
j  course.     He  begged  leave,  however,  to  deny,  that 
a  vote  in  favor  of  this  motion  was  equivalent  to 
one  for  rejecting  Missouri.     He  had  once  voted 
lor  the  admission  of  Missouri,  and  expected,  after 
a  fair  opportunity  for  examination  into  the  details 
or  a  bill  for  that  purpose,  if  it  could  be  made  to 
accord  with  his  views,  to  vote  for  it  again.     Jt  was 
not,  he  agreed,  very  easy  to  compass,  with   the 
chains  of  a  definition,  the  principles  that  should 
regulate  the  embracing  of  several  objects  in  one 
bill ;  but  there  was  in  every  man's  bosom  a  per- 
ception of  thefitne-ssand  congruityof  objects  which 
furnished  an   almost  unerring  standard.     If  the 
subject-matter  of  two  provisions  was  entirely  dis- 
similar, and  unconnected  ;  if  the  law  could  neither 
operate  simultaneously,  nor  with  equal  effect,  upon 
different  subjects ;  if  the  conclusion  to  be  drawn 
resulted  from  different  premises,  and  depended  on 


arguments  which  could  not  stand  in  any  possible 
relation  to  each  other,  it  might  be  assumed,  for  a 
general  principle,  that  they  ought  not  to  be  united. 
If  a  bill  were  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, for  raising  revenue,  it  would  be  most  im- 
proper and  unusual  to  hook  upon  it  a  bankrupt 
act,  or  any  other  heterogeneous  amendment.     In 
England,  it  had  been  fashionable,  formerly,  to  at- 
tempt to  starve  majesty  into  a  comfrfiant  humor, 
by  the  appendage  of  riders  to  the  supply  bills ;  but 
he  protested  against  the  introduction  of  so  objec- 
tionable a  precedent  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  in  their  intercourse  with  the  House.     In 
reply  to  the  appeal  of  the  honorable  member  from 
Virginia,   who  emphatically   demanded   whether 
the  proposed  junction  of  these  two  subjects  would 
be  resisted,  but  for  the  objections  held  in  reserve 
to  the  admission  of  Missouri,  he  declared,  with  the 
most  pejfeci  sincerity,  that  he  was  not  influenced 
by  any  such  anticipation ;  but  simply  by  a  sense 
of  the  absolute  discordance  of  the  two  provisions, 
and  a  regard  to  what  he  believed  the  dignity  of  the 
Senate  demanded.     No  two  things  could  have  less 
resemblance.     The  one  is  comprised  in  three  lines : 
You  have  only  to  say  to  Maine,  let  her  be  a  State, 
(to  which  all  are  agreed,)  and  she  is  a  State.     But, 
for  Missouri,  you  must  proceed  cautiously  through 
various  sections,  and   important  details.     In  one 
ca&e  you  have  only  to  say  a  thing  is  done;  in  the 
•other  you  settle  preliminaries,  and  give  permission 
for  a  very  different  thing  to  be  done  hereafter.     As 
to  the  precedents  cited  by  gentlemen  who  supported 
the  auiendment,  they  were  adverse  to  all  their  con- 
clusions.    The  State  of  Kentucky  was  admitted 
into  the   Union  February  4,  1791 ;  the  State  of 
Vermont,  February  18,  in  the  same  year;  so  that, 
though  both  bills  were  pending  at  the  same  time, 
and  each  conM.-iid  of  little  more  than  a  sentence, 
they  wereenacU'd  separately,  and  on  different  days ; 
which  establishes  the  fact  that  no  compromise  or 
combination  existed.     It  is  true  that  the  act  for  the 
apportionment  of  the  Representatives  of  the  two 
Sutes,  which  passed'  afterwards,  on  the  25th  of 
February,  had  reference  to  both   States ;  giving 
two  members  to  each  ;  but  this  was  perfectly  anal- 
ogous to  all  former  proceedings  in  the  apportion- 
ment of  Representatives.     This  is  made  among 
all  the  States  by  one  general  law  ;  and,  as  these 
two  States  were  now  awlmitted,  to  include  them  in 
reference  to  this  object,  was  to  make  a  supplemen- 
>^^   tary  act  in  perfect  unison  with  the  existing  system. 
But,  said  Mr.  O.,  it  is  not  perceived  that  gentlemen 
are  required  to  justify  this  attempt,  upon  the  ground 
of  the  similitude  of  the  cases,  acknowledging,  as 
they  do,  the  influence  of  a  more  profound  and  cogent 
motive.     With  an  openness  deserving  commenda- 
tion, they  avow  that  they  are  guidedby  considera- 
tions of  policy  in  coupling  these  measures;  that 
they  plainly  intend  that  the  success  of  one  shall 
depend  on  the  fate  of  the  other,  and  that,  unless  the 
steed  will  carry  double,  he  shall  not  come  out  of  the 
stall.     If,  then,  the  suggestions  of  a  wise  and  just 
policy  require  that   these   States   should  be  thus 
soldered  together ;  the  objections  on  the  score  of 
irregularity  are,  certainly,  of  minor  consequence, 
and  should  W  merged  in  the  higher  and  more  im- 


portant motive.    Great  credit  was  certainly  doe 
to  the  gentlemen  for  the  absence  of  all  disgmse  in 
their  support  of  this  connexion,  on  the  ground  of 
policy,  and  they  were  doubtless  well  saUsfied  of  the 
correctness  of  aims  so  freely  disclosed — but,  he 
nevertheless  was  persuaded,  that  the  policy  was 
most  unfortunate  and  unsound.     What  is  it,  when 
reduced  t6  terms  of  abstraction  ?    It  amoimts  to 
this :  that  no  State  shall  hereafter  be  admitted  from 
a  population  entirely  white,  unless  another  has  in- 
gress at  the  same  time  with  a  mixed  population,  to 
counterbalance  its  influence.     Let  us  inquire  for  a 
moment  into  the  equitable  effect  of  this  policy,  as 
well  as  into  its  expediency.     Since  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution,  four  States,  from  which  slavery 
is  excluded,  namely,  Vermont,  Ohio  Indiana,  and 
Illinois ;  and  five  States  in  which  it  is  permiued, 
for  instance,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Louisiana,  Mis- 
sissippij  and  Alabama,  have  become  members  of 
the  Union.     This  gives  a  majority  of  one  State  in 
which  involuntary  servitude  is  tolerated.     After 
Maine  shall  be  incorporated,  the  prospect  of  another 
State,  with  an  entirely  white  population,  will  be 
at  an  end — certainly  for  very  many  years.     No 
symptoms  of  a  contemplated  division  of  a  State 
have  appeared  in  any  quarter  north.     New  York 
£xults  in  her  integrity  and  numbers.     Michigan, 
by  possibility   may  form  an  exception,  but  it  is 
more  probable  that  circumstances  may  render  it 
eligible  to  annex  that  Territory  to  Ohio,  or  keep  it 
in  Its  present  state,  for  an  indefinite  period.     In 
this  view  of  affairs,  what  then  is  the  language  of 
the  policy  proclaimed  by  gentlemen,  fairly  para- 
phrased ?     Is  it  not,  "  we  have  already  the  advan- 
'  tage  in  the  admission  of  new  States,  by  the  ma'- 

'  jority  of  one.     This  we  are  determined  to  retain 

'  and  reserve  to  ourselves  the  power  of  multiplying 
'  them  as  circumstances  will  permit,  throu^iout 
'  the  vast  expanse  of  territory  between  the  Missis- 
'  sippi  and  Pacific,  though  you  are  stinted  and  can 
'  go  no  further.'  And  what  will  be  regarded  as 
the  apparent  scope  of  this  policy  ?  Certainly  to 
engross  power  and  influence,  in  order  to  checkmate 
the  progress  or  power  of  the  other  States ;  and  thus 
hold  up  to  open  view,  in  the  Senate,  a  principle 
which  has  been  for  the  first  time  thus  distinctly 
avowed.  What  will  be  the  sentiments  and  faelings 
of  the  people  of  Maine  at  this  disclosure  ?  What 
their  enragement  and  dismay  in  hearing  of  this 
new  and  inconceivable  policy  I  When,  after  or- 
ganizing a  Constitution  at  your  bidding  (for  Has 
act  of  last  session  regulating  the  coasting  trade 
was  nothing  less  than  an  express  invitation  to  them 
to  set  up  for  themselves,)  when  after  all  the  trouble, 
expense,  expectation,  and  arrangements  made  in 
view  to  that  event,  they  are- given  to  understand 
that  they  must  be  debarred  from  their  promised 
privilege,  until  another  State  is  ready  for  admissicm 
to  countervail  their  influence.  Does  not  this  policy, 
however  well  intended,  go  directly  to  establish  aline 
of  demarcation  exceedingly  to  be  deprecated,  and 
to  countenance  the  doctrine  of  a  really  existing 
discordancy  of  interests  between  Stales  of  difiierent 
descriptions  ?  And  will  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  inculcate  or  give  currency  to  an  opinion 
which,  if  well  founded,  we  should  endeavor  to  dis- 
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•  Jawpakt,  18>0. 

eace',o  .he  d.fferen,  cla,s«  ofX  g"  a  "ortmun  h'"    teriLinT'vr  tl  '^Z  "'t'f  "^'""^  '■"• 
are  ideotical.    The  causes  whieh  »lK...t  .ki  „„''    ."'S"""'     ""..'ook  al  the  subordinate  and  some- 

S;:T\^s;::^.e"!Lir- ;:j^^^  3-  S"?^^^r  -"- -^- -^ 

ence  upon  them  all.  '  We  are  one  3e  and  mus;  rZ  In'.S  '^'"^'  '"  '^'C  ^^"^ '  ^he  friends  to  a 
rejoice  and  mourn,  and  r,se  or  fdraetCr  We  e^ofai«n»?"'''".J"'^"  '"'"'=*  ^''^  '^^  P^"™o- 
are  alike  the  representatives  of  theX  however  forlln  f  "^''?*'^'*^''^''°"  •  TheadCocate* 
the  descriptions  of  our  population  marv.ry  and  Sn^r  with  .^'1'^"'"'^''°?  '''»^">'^  ^°'  ™"^"^ 
whatever  may  be  the  rado  of  numbers  whi7h  r^  vE  ,rj  K  a  •^'*.'°^«1^  «/  another  description  7 
ulate  the  elective  franchise.  Thenar!  the  nrif'  t ion  nn  T  "^^  ^""^'P'-  ^^  <'^<^i'lin«  every^ues- 
ciples  and  feeUngs  wh.ch  the  SeaaTe  should  cK-' '  not  dan^  t'h^t  T'''  '"^  °"*^!.  *^^"'^'''  '»  '^^ 
Tate  and  proclaim.  For  his  part,  he  retarded  hs  whpn  X  J^  '  V  '^""^  ^""^  "«'  ^^'"X  remote,, 
associates  in  the  Legislature  as  stendinTup^n  the  ^  7his%enL.?ui  ^""1"  ^'^  ^'^^  "°^  con.s.i.ute* 
same  footmg  with  himself,  and,  in  the  courTof  a  '  le^  sla^n  Jm  iL^''^  '^^  businessof 

long  and  intimate  acqua  ntance  with  ^enXmpn  :  «.S  •  ^  I^'^S*^  '"^°  *  »™<'^  o^  bargain 

from  the  slaveholding  States  he  hid  nef^rra^    fnterST-^S'^E'  ?"'  ""^ T^''^  ^^"  "''  P^^^e 
instant  been  conscioGfe  of  anV  obstacles  to  his  ^  '  f^^fV  '''^  ^V  T'"  ^  contracts,  do  trf  d«, 

teem  and  respect  arising  from  local  con^ider«inr;  !  {^  Z'"'^'  ^r"^  J^^'  ^^''  '^*'='"be'  "^^X  become 
Among  them,  m  an  early^r  of  hiHTlfhe  h^^^^  rn2^^  ^^""'J^^  ^^^.^^  ^"^y'  '^^^'re  parties  will 
formed  and  cherished  some'^f  ht  mos  valued  ^n  en^e^  TnThS^  '"  ^'""."  '°^".^"'''  "^^'^  d'A"'^'- 
tmiacies.  For  those  around  him  whoi  aca^in^  n^S?  H  ''.'^'''  ?'^"  =^  '*''*  expense  of  the 
ance  was  recent,  he  realized  rve7vn^lS;":  m„n  "t  "*  'J^d.ouslv  avoided  touVhing  upon 
goodwdl  and  est^  which  he  IhlM^fe^^ZZ  dZl  T^7^'^^  ^  ^"  '"'^^"^^^  '"»°^« 
those  from  his  own  vicinity.     With  others  a  lon^^  I  uniTuk  J  ^"  '^"'5^  P"'T^  ^^  «*0'*J  them 

acquaintance  had  ripened  into  reJ  fr^ndshfn  ?n^  '  Thl  ..  ^  ^"e  presented  m  due  time  and  place, 
for  his  old  friend  abTve  himfM?  mTcon^  L  --  '  L  '^'"''u  '^*"^""  ^^^'''  f**^"  strenuously  i^I 
fessed  a  sincere  affection  a^ir^pJ^Uinii^^^^^^^^^ '  it*  .^i.  "f  P^^^^"''*^"''  '«.  «"  -^'j  ^dmiss^io;. 
a  long  experience  of  his  honoVrble^hara^er^  ^  t)uld  nlt'pnr  'T"°'  '°  '''°^  °^  ^«'n^-  ^^ 
thougg  they  had  formerly  broken  together  many  a  i  tT^ln  K?  '"*°  V^^  comparison  of  these  pre- 
poli?cal  lance,  and  he  was  sorry  toTscemTn  h^m  ZJZ:^  uX  T^K '"  ^'''^*'™  «"y  disadvVn- 
symptoms  of  wounded  or  exceed  fSS  on  th™  i^fd  and  "  n  ^''*^  :^'  '"^'"^-  ^^^^  ^^^  «°  °^^"- 
present  occasion.  These  disposition?  he^houAt  fw,  J  ^  T"J^V''!  ^«^^'-°m^Dt ;  and  though 
should  be  reciprocated  amoJ^  t^  Ae  o?t;  i     ^n';^^^^^^ 

countrv,  who  should  be  taught  by  e Wple  to  1^      h Th^S  Ir^  '"'t^^''  *'^  implicatcnl,  yet,  if 

heve  themselves  one ;  and  no  poLy  could  n  hl^  hat  she  hT/^ °  ffi'^'  '^'  '""'1  ^^^  °°  more  than 
opinion  prove  more  injurious  to  the  countnr  "han  State  L,  ^^^c'^Jt  population,  and  wants  a 
tfiat  which  should  record  the  admitted  exiSice  of   sX^^^  ''   '''^'^^   «"d  f^J>«»t«i, 

this  local  or  geographical  d.scriminatiorofbt;^  ^e  '^t'':  t? T^.  ""l"^'^^'  ^^  '^'  '•aithfSl  Del^ 
este  m  that  chamber  which  had  been  consigned  to  S^uL  He Tr  ?  '"i  ^"^  '°r7"'  '"  '^'^  «*»»" 
ashes  by  a  common  enemy,  redeemed  by  a  com     Pn?,  ^        u       "°*  "''""^^  and  if  all  his  constitu- 

mon  purse,  and  consecrated  to  the  alvancement  no  m^"'  fe  '"  "'*"'''  '^"^  ^^"'*^  ^r  ^"^  do 
of  the  common  welfare.  «tnceraent    no  more.     There  is  no  pressing  difficulty  in  this 

There  was  another  view  of  the  subject  which  Z!^?J  .  t^"  m  Enterprising  persons  hare 
Mr.  O.  wished  to  present.  GrantinfiT  the  m<^  S^  Thp°  '^'  territory,  knowing  the  condi- 
ment, that  the  policy  of  honorable Vntleme™^,    Unbn  ^i'^  "^^^'^^'j^  »>^'n 'corpora ted  into  the 

coos.deta.,„„.,  ,h.h  „utwe„h  .^,  he„e«,s  w^  |  "^^^ITmJ^II,^,  'i,  ^^^S^t^^i  sl^ 
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C€»  of  the  application  of  Missouri,  or  that  those 
are  enpged  m  promoting  the  admission  of 
one  should  be  compelled  now  to  consider  the  ob- 
jecti^s  to  the  pretensions  of  the  other  ?    It  is  in- 
conc»vable  that  gentlemen  will  persist  in  a  deter- 
mination not  to  do  what  they  believe  to  be  right 
because  others  cannot  do  what  they  in  their  con- 
sciences fear  may  be  wrong.     When  the  feelings, 
excited  by  zeal  subside,  they  will  surely  revert  to 
principles  which  are  natural  and  almost  innate 
and  do  what  they  honestly  conceive  and  feel  to  be 
right,  without  regard  to  consequences.     If  it  is  tit 
and  just  to  admit  the  elder  sister,  as  she  is  styled 
by  some  gentlemen,  why  should  she  be  compelled 
to  wait  for  the  younger  ?     Why  should  this  sister, 
a  lady  used  to  company  all  her  days,  and  who  is 
now  of  a  certain  age,  and  come  up,  at  your  invi- 
tation, m  full  dress,  have  the  door  shut  in  her  face 
A      k  ^'*'"''y'  merely  because  Miss  in  her  teens, 
who   has  not  made  her  toilette  or  procured  her 
corsets,  is  not  ready  to  make  her  appearance.     As 
to  the  accusation,  now  first  suggested,  of  premature 
diligence   and    presumptuousness    in    Maine,    in 
framing  her  constitution  without  leave  of  Congress 
It  was  entirely  groundless.     She  was  not  obliged 
to  consult  Congress  on  that  subject  in  the  first 
mstance.     Missouri   could  make  no  constitution 
without  leave  of  Congress:  for  her  domain  must 
be  granted  by  Congress,  and  especially  described, 
before  her  jurisdiction   could  attach.     She  must 
ask  of  Congress,  not  only  the  power  to  make  a 


constituUon,  but  a  territory  whereon  it  shall  op- 
erate ;  and  without  the  last  the  former  would  be 
nugatory.  But  Maine  has  her  territory  in  actual 
occupancy,  with  the  consent  of  Massachusetts. 
She  has  only  to  request  from  Congress  the  simple 
faculty  of  coming  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  O.  said  he  would  again  remind  the  Senate 
of  the  act  of  the  last  session  regulating  the  coasting 
trade,  which  he  considered  as  a  preliminary  act  to 
the  admission  of  Maine.     In  consequence  of  this 
the  people  had  incurred  great  trouble,  made  all 
their  arrangements,  and  were   now  attending  in 
Boston,  by  their  Rebresentativea,  to  complete  the 
separation.     Not  only  so,  but  the  people  of  Massa- 
chusetts themselves  would  be  compelled  to  alter 
their  constitution  so  as  to  conform  to  the  new 
order  of  things ;  and  it  is  of  immense  consequence 
to  all  parties,  that  they  should  be  able  to  proceed! 
The  people  of  Maine  will  indeed  have  great  cause 
of  chagrin  and  complaint.     They  have  certainly 
deserved  well  of  those  who  constitute  the  present 
political  majority.     They  are  a  brave  and  generous 
race;  they  have  furnished  more  than  their  share 
of  the  men  who  have  fought  all  your  battles  in  all 
your  wars.     What  must  be  their  glow  of  vexation 
and  expres.<yon  of  surprise,  to  learn  that  their  most 
reasonable  request  is  refused,  because  one  member 
of  the  Senate  and   their   Representatives  in  the 
House  cannot  pledge  themselves  yet  to  vote  for 
the  admission  of  another  State?    Certainly  this 
treatment  is  calculated  to  promote  a  needless  dis- 
affection.    I  wUl  not  enlarge,  in  the  language  of 
gentlemen  who  allude  to  the  dropping  of  sparks 
and  the  spreading  of  flames— which  I  trust  will 
never  happen,  though  the  pine  forests  of  Maine  I 


when  unhappUy  set  on  fire,  would  probably  burn 
with  as  fierce  a  flame  as  the  spire  gra.ss  of  Missouri. 
Mr.  Logan,  of  Kentucky,  explained  the  views 
which   had  influenced  him,  as  one  of  the  select 
committee,  to  report  the  amendment.     It  was  to 
come  at  a  clear  and  distinct  view  of  the  merits  of 
the  questions  embraced  by  the  bill  and  amendment  • 
to  show,  by  placing  them  side  by  side,  that  the 
same  rule  must  be  applied  to  both:  that  no  greater 
right  existed  to  impose  onerous  conditions  on  the 
one  than  on  the  other  of  these  Territories.     If,  said 
he,  gentlemen  will  come  across  my  boundary  to 
affect  mv  property,  I  wish  to  look  over  on  the  other 
side,  and  see  how  they  stand.     He  was  opposed  to 
the  recommitment,  which  he  conceived   wholly 
unnecessary,  inasmuch  as  there  was  a  substantive 
oroposition  now  before  the  Senate,  and  it  would 
be  made  no  plainer  by  recommitment,  which  would 
in  fact  only  be  to  consume  time,  unnecessarily,  Ac. 
Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  rose,  princiimlly" 
'^^. ''aid.  with  a  view  of  answering  .some  inquiries 
which  had   been   made   by  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island,  (Mr.  Bdrhill,)  but,  as  he  perceived 
him  to  be  absent  from  his  seat,  he  would  adrertto 
some  observations  of  the  gentlemen  from  Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr.  Mellen,)  who  had  misconceived  his 
arguments  on  yesterday.     That  gentleman  seemed 
to  think  that  he  had  conceded  the  power  of  Con- 
gress  to  impose  restrictions  on  the   new   States 
about   to   be   admitted.     From   the  difficulty  of 
hearing,  which  existed  in  that  hall,  the  gentleman 
might  have  entertained  that  opinion,  but  it  was 
incorrect ;  his  observations  went  no  farther  than 
to  make  a  distinction  between  the  claims  of  Mis- 
souri and  Maine.     The  claim  of  Missouri,  under 
the  treaty  of  cession,  was  absolute  and  uncon- 
ditional ;  that  of  Maine  was  not;  it  depended  on 
the  con-sent  of  Congress;  and  if  restrictions  could 
be  imposed,  it  was  on  Maine  and  not  on  Missouri; 
because  the  latter  was  not  under  the  control  of 
Congress,   but  depended   solely  on  her   maturity 
for  admission,  when  the  right  could  not  be  denied 
her,  but  could  be  withheld  entirely  from  Maine. 

As  it  regarded  the  motion  before  the  Senate,  no 
possible  purpose  could  be  obtained,  if  it  should  be 
agreed  to.     All  that  was  sought  for  was  already 
before  the  Senate.     The  motion  asked  for  Maine 
to  be  reported.     Maine  was  reported.     It  came  as 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  was 
unaltered  in    its  form  or  substance,  as  respected 
Maine.     The  amendment  by  the  committee  was 
perfectly  congenial  to  the  subject  matter  of  the 
original  bill ;  and  it  was  entirely  agreeable  to  Par- 
liamentarv   usage  to  engraft  it  on  the  bill,  and 
consider  them  in  succession.     If  the  Senate  should 
find  it  expedient  to  reject  the  amendment,  it  could 
do  so. 

It  was  somewhat  diflicult  to  ascertain  what 
gentlemen  wished.  If  they  were  not  sufficiently 
prepared,  and  wanted  time ;  or  if  they  wished  to 
wait  for  more  aid  on  this  question,  and  would 
move  a  postponement,  he  would,  for  one,  vote  for  it. 
He  could  not  perceive  why  the  admission  of 
Maine  should  be  $0  zealously  pressed  ;  and  to  pal- 
liate it  we  were  told  that  Massachusetts  had  only 
given   her   consent   provisionally,  that   Congress 
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should  adopt  it  into  the  Union  before  the  fourth 
day  of  March  next.  Yet  the  gentlemen  who  rep- 
resent that  State  had  avowed  that  Massachusetts 
was  fully  assenting  to  the  separation.  Then  can 
we  for  a  moment  suppose  such  a  want  of  magnan- 
imity in  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  that  it  would 
not  immediately  extend  that  consent,  to  effect  an 
object  in  which  it  so  cordially  acquiesced  at 
present 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Rhode  Wand 
(Mr.  BuRHiLL^  vms  one  of  the  committee  who 
had  reported  the  amendment  to  the   bill  now  be- 
fore the  Senate.     It  appeared  that  the  facts  must 
hare  escaped  his  recollection  when  he  asks  upon 
what  ground  the  committee  reported  the  amend- 
ment.    To  this  inquiry,  Mr.  S.  replied  that  the 
committee  had  before  them,  at  the  time  this  amend- 
ment was  agreed  on,  the  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  of  the  Missouri  Territory.     It  was 
the  original  memorial,  and  would  have  been  read 
before  the  committee  for  the  benefit  of  that  hon- 
orable gentleman,  but  that  he  deemed  it  unneces- 
sary.    This  memorial  had  been  furnished  by  the 
delegate  from  that  Territory,  had  been  regularly 
presented  to  the  Senate,  and  in  due  form  referred 
to  the  Judiciary  Committee  which  reported  the 
amendment.    It  was  true,  this  memorial  bore  date 
twelve  months  ago,  but  it  was  to  be  recollected 
that  the  Senate  was  a  perpetual  body ;  nor  was 
there  any  rule  which  required  the  memorial  to 
bear  even  date  with  the  time  of  presenting  it.    The 
Senate  had,  last  session,  acted  on  this  very  measure 
without  any  memorial,  and  without  any  regard  to 
the  population  of  that  Territory. 

The  gentleman  also  has  inquired  if  any  survey 
has  been  had  to  mete  out  the  boundaries  and  ex- 
lent  of  this  territory.     The  boundaries  are  given 
in  the  bill,  and  its  population,  (upwards  of  sixty 
thousand ;)  and  it  cannot  be  forgotten  that,  at  the 
first  session  of  the  Fifteenth  Congress,  Illinois  wa.s 
admitted  into  the  Union  on  the  mere  supposition, 
of  the  Legislative  Council  of  that  Territory,  that  it 
contained  about  forty  thousand  persons  of  all  de- 
scriptions.    The  extent  of  Illinois  is  greater  than 
that  of  Missouri,  yet  that  honorable  gentlemen, 
and  all  the  Senate,  voted  for  its  admission,  with- 
out one  inquiry.     Ohio  was  admitted  on  a  sug- 
gestion only  tjr  its  having  a  population  of  forty- 
four  thousand ;  Mississippi  of  thirty-seven  thou- 
sand.    No  census,   no  survey,  was  ever  had  or 
thought  of.    But  Missouri  is  a  devoted  spot. 

The  gentleman  from  .Ma-^chusetts  (Mr.  Otis) 
has  spoken  of  seniority ;  that  Missouri  is  the 
younger  sister,  and  ought  to  wait  till  Maine,  her 
elder  sister,  is  provided  for;  and  humorously  tells 
us,  Missouri  is  but  Miss  in  her  teens.  What  is 
the  fact  in  this  regard?  Why,  Missouri  was  a 
full-grown  applicant  for  admission  twelve  months 
ago,  at  which  time  this  Miss  Maine  was  not  con- 
ceived; but,  in  order  to  obtain  rank,  her  birth  has 
been  hastened,  and  she  brought  forth,  prematurely, 
a  seven  months'  child. 

That  honorable  gentleman  has  told  us  of  the 
physical  force  of  Maine;  that  they  have  a  tine, 
well-trained  militia;  that  they  fought  your  battles 
and  shed  their  blood  during  the  Revolutionary 


war,  and  fought  and  repelled  the  enemy  during 
the  late  war.    Mr.  S.  said  he  did  not  know  why 
such  stress  had  been  laid  on  the  military  prowess 
of  the  people  of  Maine.     He  could  not  distinguish 
j  between  the  particular  sections  of  Massachusetts. 
I  He  knew  she  was  highly  distinguished  for  valor- 
ous achievements  in  the  course  of  the  Revolution- 
ary war ;  but  he  fancied  her  fame  stopped  there. 
If  she  had  achieved  any  thing  during  the  late  war 
she  had  been  most  egregiously  slandered.     He  for- 
bore to  enlarge  on  this  subject ;  but  he  could  say 
to  that  gentleman  that  there  were  as  brave  men  to 
the  South  and  West  as  any  in  the  highly  respect- 
able and  military  State  of  Massachusetls.     Mis- 
souri had  her  brave  sons  also. 

Mr.  Otis  .said  he  had  certainly  been  misappre- 
hended if  he  had  been   understood  to  set  up  the 
military  prowess  of  .Massachusetts  as  an  argument 
against  connecting  the  two  subjects  of  Maine  and 
Missouri.     He  had  said  that  a  majority   of  the 
people  of  the  District  of  Maine  had  been  attached, 
and  strongly  attached,  to  the  late  administrations 
of  the  General  Government,  and  had  furnished 
manv  soldier*,  for  the  array  during  the  late  war. 
Without  going  further  into  the  subject,  which  he 
hoped  the  gentleman's  courtesy  and  comity  would 
not  force  him  to  do  on  this  occasion,  he  would 
venture  to  affirm  that  no   State  in  the  Union- 
taking  Maine  and    Massachusetts  together,   had 
more  men  in  readiness  from  tke  beginning  lo  the 
end  of  the  war ;  and  that  no  State,  except  the  sin- 
gle fact  of  not  yielding  the  command  other  mili- 
tia to  officers  of  the  army  of  the  United  States 
had  a  better  understanding,  with  the  officers  of  the 
General  Government,  for  jhe  purpose  of  co-opera- 
tion in  the  defence  of  the  country.     He  begged 
leave  to  add  this  further  remark:  that,  look  over 
the  roster  of  the  army,  and  apply  at  the  public 
offices  for  information,  and  gentlemen  would  find 
as  much  Massachusetts  blood  was  spift,  in  the  late 
war,  as  of  any  other  State  in  the  Unijii. 

Mr.  Smith  said  he  had   no  intenfihn   to  raise' 
the  honorable  gentleman's  feelingb,  but  was  very 
glad  to  be  informed  on  the  subject  from  authority 
so  satisfactory  on   this  point  as  that  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman. 

Mr.  Roberts  said   he  thought  it  important  to 
bring  back  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  que*- 
tion  actually  before  it.     He  disclaimed  any  inten- 
tion, by  his  motion,  to  censure  any  member  for  the 
course  he  had  taken ;  but,  m  order  to  come  to  a 
separate  decision  on  the  two  subjects,  he  was  de- 
sirous of  disconnecting  them,  and  his  motion  was 
the  regular  one  for  that  purpose.     He  was  willing 
to  consider  both  the  bdls  on  the  same  day,  but  he 
did  not  wisii  them  to  be  connected.     .Mr.  R.  made 
various  remarks  on  the  point  of  order,  going  lo 
show  the  non-conformity  of  the  reporter  the  com- 
mittee to  the  practice  of  the  Hou.se.     With  respect 
to  the  surprise  expresiied  by  his  friend  from  North 
Carolina  at  his  (Mr.  R.)  having  made  the  motion 
now  under  discussion,  Mr.  R.  said  he  had  thought 
there  was  a  peculiar  propriety  in  his  doing  it,  from 
his  having  no  unmediate  personal  interest  in  it,  as 
the  Representatives  from  Mas.sachusetu  might  be 
•supposed  to  have.     With  regard  to  preparation  for 
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the  question,  he  assured  the  Senate  that  he  had 
made  the  motion  without  consultation  or  advice 
with  any  other  member,  Ac.     He  again  urged  the 
propriety  of  disconnecting  the  two  subjects.     As 
respected   the  Missouri  question,  he  said,  he  was 
ready,  if  his  judgment  did  not  mislead  him,  or  his 
information  was  not  incorrect,  to  show  that  there 
were  restrictions  in  the  bill  which  showed  the  ab- 
surdity of  the  argument  that  the  restriction  which 
had  been  alluded  to  was  contrary  to  the  treaty 
&c.     He  might  fail  in  this  object,  but  such  wa^ 
his  confidence  on  that  question,  and  that  too  after 
a  full  examination  of  it,  that  he  was  as  ready  as 
they  to  come  to  the  point.     He  doubted  whether 
on  that  question,  even  the  fascinations  of  geniu^ 
could  lead   hirn  for  a  moment  astray.     On  this 
point  he  said  no  more ;  but,  as  to  the  question  im- 
mediately before  the  Senate,  he  might  ask,  as  a 
matter  of  courtesv,  as  a  member,  that  the  question 
should  be  divided  ;  but  he  preferred  to  ask  it  as  a 
matter  of  right,  due  to  the  magnitude  of  the  sub- 
jects involved. 

Mr.  Daha,  of  Connecticut,  concluded  the  debate 
by  some  remarks  on  a  point  which  had  not  been 
adverted  to  by  others,  or,  he  said,  he  would  not 
have  spoken.     He  objected  to  the  course  proposed 
by  the  report  of  the  select  committee,  and  was  in 
favor  of  recommitment.     Nine  States,  he  said,  had 
already  been  admitted  into  the  Union  since  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution ;  and  in  no  case  had 
there  been  a  connexion  of  two  in  one  bill,  and  this 
for  a  very  good  reason.     An  act  for  the  admission 
of  a  State  into  the  Union,  said  Mr.  D.,  is  entirely 
distinct  from  all  other  objects  of  legislation.     It  is 
a  question  whether  we  will  admit  a  new  a.ssociate 
in  the  empire.     It  is  an  individual  case  in,its  very  | 
nature.     It  is  not  a  case  for  which  we  can  provide 
by  a  general  law.     We  can  no  more  do  that  by  a 
general  law,  than  we  can.  by 'such  a  law,  declare 
whether  members  are  duly  entitled  to  a  seat  on 
this  floor,  so  as  to  supersede  the  necessity  of  exam- 
ining the  credentials  in  each  particular  case.    The 
House  of  Representatives,  Mr.  D.  said,  had,  in  its 
^   legislation,  with  very  great  propriety,  .confined  it- 
^  self  to  the  question  whether  a  single  State  should 
be  admitted.     It  i^'as  in  vain  to  ransack  the  an- 
nals of  legislation,  ancient   or  modem,  for  any 
analogy  to  the  case  now  before  the  Senate.     It 
could  only  have  existed  in  our  own  history ;  and 
in  that  there  was  no  example  of  the  union  of  two 
States  in  one  act  of  admission  ;  and  Mr.  D.  said 
they  ought  not  to  be  united.     If  the  provision  were 
not  made  in  the  Constitntion  for  the  admission  of 
new  States,  the  general  power  of  legislation  would 
not  have  extended  to  it.     Mr.  D.  cited  the  case  of 
Kentucky,  as  precisely  analogous  to  that  of  Maine ; 
and  showed  that  Massachusetts  had  followed,  in 
her  assent,  dtc.,  to  the  inoependence  of  Maine,  the 
example  set  by  Virginia.     There  had  been  a  case, 
he  said,  in  which,  at  the  same  session  of  Congress 
one  Territory  had  been  admitted  into  the  Union' 
and  another  authorized  to  form  a  constitution  of 
State  government ;  Iwt  the  idea  was  never  sug- 
gteted  of  uniting  them  both  in  one  act ;  the  fact 
being  that  the  reasons  of  the  two  acts  were  not  the 
same.     On  the  ground  that  acts  of  this  description 


were  entirely  different  from>  all  ordinary  acta  of 
legislation,  and  most  in  their  nature  be  limited  to 
F»rticular  objects,  it  was  as  improper  to  combine 
^  k  J^°  questions  as  to  combine  the  questions 
whether  two  persons  were  distinctly  qualified  to 
represent  particular  States  in  this  body. 

Another  consideration  presented  itself  to  him, 
whether  there  might  not  be  established  a  system 
by  which,  in  tlie  first  pUce,  the  public  Unds  west 
of  the  Mississippi  should  be  exposed  to  sale ;  after- 
wards distributed    into   Territories  sTifficient  for 
States,  &c ;  thus  making  out  at  once  a  whole  sys- 
tem.     He  thought  the  subject  of  the  admission  of 
Missouri  had  not  had  that  full  examination  it  was 
entitled  to.  It  was  proposed  to  comprehend,  within 
the  boundaries  of  the  new  State,  the  Mississippi 
the  Missouri,  the  Osage,  the  waters  of  Kansas; 
thus  giving  it  a  position  commanding  all  the  passes' 
into  the  interior.     The  extent  of  the  proposed  ter- 
ritory, Mr.  D.  said,  was  also  too  great.     In  arrang- 
ing the  limits  of  the  new  State,  reference  ought  to 
be  had  to  the  whole  extent  of  the  country,  and  to 
the  relations  of  its  different  sections.     There  was 
no  occasion  for  haste  in  this  matter ;  the  people  of 
Missouri  were  not  in  a  state  of  suffering.     They 
had  already  a  local  Legislature  adequate  to  pro- 
vide  for  their  present  wants,  and  a  Delegate  in 
Conpess  to  represent  their  general  interests. 

The  two  subjects  of  Maine  and  Missouri  ought 
to  be  distinctly  considered  and  decided  ;  and,  with 
a  view  to  effect  that  object,  he  was  in  faror  of 
recommitment.  } 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  for 
recommitment,  and  decided,  by  yeas  and  nays  in 
the  negative,  by  25  votes  to  18,  as  follows :  ' 
„^»*»— Messrs.  Burrill,  Dana,  Dickeraon.  Horacy, 
Honter,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mell«n,  Morril,  Neble, 
Otis  KoberU  Rugglea,  Sanford,  Ticb«Dor.  Trimbla. 
Van  Dyke,  and  Wilaon. 

Nats— .Meaara.  Barbour,  Brown,  Eaton,  Edward*. 
Elhott,  Gaiilard,  Johnaon  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of 
Loai*iana,  King,  Leake,  Lloyd,  Logan,  Macon,  Pal- 
mer, Parrott,  Pinkney,  Pleaaanta,  Smith,  btokes, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walkar  of 
Georgia,  Williams  of  Missiasippi,  and  Williams  of 
Tenneaaee. 

So  the  motion  wa.s  negatived  ;  the  Senate  thus 
refusing  to  separate  the  conjunction  of  the  two 
States  of  Maine  and  Missouri.  * 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 


Monday,  January  17. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Tennessee,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  Gabriel  Winter  and  others,  praying  the 
confirmation  of  certain  lands  in  the  county  of 
Arkansas,  in  the  Missouri  Territory,  to  the  heirs 
of  Elisha  Winter,  and  to  the  heirs  of  William 
Winter;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Sanforu,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Eldward  B. 
Dudley  and  John  M.  Van  Cleef,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Anthony  S.  Delisle,  Edward  B. 
Dudley,  and  John  M.  Van  Cleef;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
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Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
memorial  from  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Indiana,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  an  ad- 
ditional land  oflice  in  that  State,  made  a  report 
accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of 
the  memorial  ought  not  to  be  granted.  The  re- 
port and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Thomas  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prohibit  the 
introduction  of  slayery  into  the  territories  of  the 
United  States  north  and  west  of  the  contemplated 
State  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN  presented  the  memorial  of  Pe- 
ter S.  Duponceau  and  others,  citizens  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, on  the  subject  of  domestic  manufactures, 
praying  the  protection  of  Congress;  and  the  me- 
morial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  JoH.NsoN,  of  Louisiana,  gave  notice  that 
to-morrow  he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and 
Territories  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas. 

The  President  communicated  the  petition  of 
Uaniel  Hawley,  of  the  town  of  Carmel,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  praying  assistance  from  Con- 
gress, m  consideration  of  his  discoveries  and  im- 
provements m  the  useful  arts ;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

The  Prebide.nt  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  obedience  to 
the  "Act  of  March  3,  1809,  further  to  amend  the 
several  acts  for  the  establishment  and  regulation 
of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Department," 
containing  the  several  statements  thereby  required ; 
and  the  report  was  read. 

The  President  also  communicated  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  comprehending  contracts 
made  by  that  department  in  the  year  1819,  in  com- 
pliance with  « An  act  concerning  public  contracts," 
passed  April  21,  1808;  and  the  report  was  read. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURI. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the 
Union,  as  proposed  to  be  amended  by  the  Annexa- 
tion of  Missouri.  And  the  .said  proposed  amend- 
ment being  under  consideration— 

Mr.  Edwards  offered  an  amendment,  havinir 
in  view  the  principle  of  compromise  (by  exclu- 

J't^'M  o  "y.  'f"'"  ****"  ^'*»"  territories  of  the 
United  States;)  but  subsequently  withdrew  it  to 
give  an  opportunity  for  the  following  motion-' 

iJi''  K  w^'"''  °'°.''**^  ^°  ***d  ^«  'he  amendment 
(whereby  Missouri  is  propossd  to  be  admitted  to 
form  a  constitution)  the  following  proviso: 

"Provided,  th.t  the  further  introduction  into  .aid 
But*  of  person,  to  be  held  to  .larery  or  involunUry 
•^itnde  w.th.n  the  ..me,  ,h.ll  be  .b«,lutelv  .^ 
irrevoc.bly  prohibited."  "-"luieiy  .na 

The  raid  amendment  having  been  read— 

OU8  ^  I  '°'^°d"*^.»'^  of  this  hill  was  a  seri- 
ous one.    Irregularity  in  legislative  proceedings 


ought  always  to  be  avoided,  but  more  especially 
on  a  question  laying  the  foundations  of  a  great 
community.     1  have   thought,  said  he,  and  still 
think,  (with  deference  to  the  decision  had,)  it  has 
been  an  unfortunate  course,  and  that  this  will  be 
more  apparent  as  we  progress.     Many  remarks 
which  fell  from  gentlemen  in  the  discussion  hith- 
erto had,  now  invite  reply.     I  have  taken  some 
care  to  arrange  my  thought*  for  that  purpose ;  but 
I  have  determined  to  withhold  them  at  this  time. 
The  subject  we  are  entering  upon  is  one  of  great 
magnitude;  claiming  the  coolest  exercise  of  the 
faculties  of  the  understanding,  and  the  absence 
from    the  mind  of  all  sorts  of  passion.      I   very 
much  desire  to  avoid  touching  any  and  every  sub- 
ject, however  pertinent,  calculated  to  awaken  im- 
patience or  dissatisfaction,  or  to  use  language  which 
maybeiustly  excepted  to,  as  incompatible  with 
this  declaration. 

It  has  sometimes  been  permitted,  in  God's  pro- 
vidence, that  a  people  should  deliberately  fix  the 
great  principles  of  their  polity,  under  circumstan- 
ces happily  calculated  to  secure  to  themselves  and 
their  ixjsterity  the  high  blessings  of  his  benevolent 
justice,  so  as  to  promise  the  fulfilment  of  the  great 
ehd  for  which  he  created  man— happiness.     Such 
was  the  occasion  when  these  States  declared  them- 
selves  free  and  independent;  such  was  that  that 
secured  to  the  people  of  the  Northwestern  Terri- 
tory the  fundamental  principles  of  civil  and  religi- 
ous liberty;  and  such,  let  me  observe,- and  not 
least  in  importance,  is  that  on  which  we  are  delib- 
«f»'>n<?-     The  people  of  these  happy  States  were 
the   first   who   proclaimed,  before   the  Universe, 
That  all  men  are  created  equal;  that  they  are 
endowed  by  the  Creator  with  certain  inalienable 
rights;  that  among  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the 
pursuit  of  happiness;  that,  to  secure  these  rights, 
governments  are  instituted  among  men,  deriving 
their  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  gov- 
erned '    I  pray  you,  sir,  go  back  with  meto  the  me- 
morable era  of  which  I  am  .^king.    How  stood 
the  affairs  of  our  ancestors  when  they  adopted  these 
truths  as  the  maxims  of  their  policy?    The  power 
of  one  of  the  mightiest  nations  of  the  earth  was 
raised  to  crush  them;  that  power  was  directed  by 
the  vindictive  spirit  of  an  incensed  king,  and  parli- 
ment  and  prejudiced  people.   A  large  mass  of  the 
people  of  America  adhered  to  the  mother  country 
ready  to  become  her  willing  instruments  in  the 
worse  scenes  of   the  .sanguinary   conflict.      The 
States  were  without  government,  without  aUies, 
without  revenue,  without  arm.s,  without  military 
organization.     In  such  a  .state  of  things,  und«i 
such    circumstances,   they   called    the    Supreme 
Judge^of  the  world  to  witness  that,  as  to  them,  his 
laws  had  been  violated,  and  it  had  become  their 
duty  to  resist  oppression,  and  on  the  purity  of  their 
motives  they  invoked    the  protecting  arm  of  his 
proividence,  and  plighted  their  lives,  their  fortunes, 
and  their  sacred  honor  to  vindicate  the  truth   that 
governments  ought  to  secure  to  all  men  the  in- 
alienable rights  of  life,  liberty,  and   the  pursuit  of 
happiness.     What   a   prodigy!     Truths  that  the 
speculative  philosopher  and  retired  philanthropist 
had  hardly  ventured  to  indulge,  were  now  pro- 
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claimed  as  the  bright  gem  which  was  to  be  ob- 
tain«l  cheaply,  at  the  cost  of  every  danger  man 
could  encounter.     AU  that  before  Was  wonderful, 
sunkmto  litUeness.     The  famtmg  hopes  of  hu- 
manity were  revived;  the  world  was  iriSdiated  by 
the  blaze  of  truth;  it  was  as  the  voice  of  Justice 
crying  from   the  wilderness,  whither  the  arm  of 
tyranny  had  banished  her-Despair  no^  ye  oppres- 
sed nauons!     My   temples  are  not  every  where 
d«olate.     There  IS  stilfa  people  determi^ned  an^ 
able  to  vmdicate  my  empire!     The  pledge  thev 
gave  was  redeemed     The  arm  of  that  providenci 
besought  With  all  the  fervency  of  the  prayers  of 
suflermg  virtue,  was  extended  to  good  men,  en- 
§Med  in  a  just  cause,  who  had  sworn  to  establish 
the  great  principles  of  social  liberty,  or  fall  wiU- 

^  T^"^^  '^*  ^i«^  "^^°^P^-  The  oppressor 
was  humbled  to  acknowledge  our  country  was, 
and  of  right  ou^ht  to  be  free  and  independent.' 
Magnanimous  allies  had  been  obtained  dunne  the 
contest,  and  the  recognition  of  the  independence 
of  our  country  by  Britain,  removed  the  la^  caveat 
to  our  admission  into  the  community  of  nations. 
Historv  informs  us,  though  independence  and 
peace  had  been  achieved,  still  much  remained  to 

,ho  ^^'«/  r  T^  ^^'''y  ""^  J"*»  laws,  to  «*cure 
the  benefit  of  the  great  principles  consecrated  at 
tUe  birth  of  our  political  community. 

In  1787  an  occasion  offered  more  felicitous  than 
lHat  in  which  the  faculties  of  sovereign  power  were 
assumed,  to  apply  the  just,  social  principles  unan- 
imously recognised  by  the  great  act  of  the  Con- 
gress of  1,  .b.     The  cession  of  the  Northwestern 
Territory  by  the  several  States  claiming  it,  in  full 
sovereignty  to  the  United  States,  gave  to  the  old 
Congress  an  opportunity  of  showing  that  peace 
and  security  had  not  weakened  their  faith  m,  or 
lessened  their  attachment  to,  the  principles  of  the 
great  corner  stone  of  all  our  laws  and  constitu- 
tions—the  Declaration   of   Independence.     That 
instrument  had  the  unanimous  voteof  the  represen- 
Utives  of  all  the  States ;  there  were  no  geographical 
distinctions  then;  slaveholding  and  non-sfavehold- 
ing  States  were  not  thought  of.     By  one  simulta- 

^^fi^^'.V'^!!^?''^'^  '^^^'^^^  ^°<i  ^^  States 
.  ir  u^*"/  declaration,  that  governments  were 
established  to  secure  the  enjoyment  of  individual 
rights  derivmg  their  just  authority  from  the  con- 
sent ot  the  governed. 

At  that  time,  let  it  be  remembered,  all  the  Stales 
contained  sUves,  and  all  the  States  declared  be- 
fore the  Supreme  Judge  of  the  world,  that  slavery 
was  a  violation  of  His  truth,  and  admitted  the 
binding  obligation  to  remedy  the  wrong,  when 
W«sible  Now,  let  us  recur  to  the  ordinance  of 
»7,  and  the  articles  of  compct  it  contains  I  can 
do  It  justice  in  no  other  language  than  that  de- 
claring Its  purpose  as  laid  down  by  the  wise  and 
good  men  who  conceived  and  gave  it  effect      Thus 

lVr^'^"'\  "  V*^-  '"?'  "t^-^drng  the  fundamental 
principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  which 
'  orm  the  basis  whereon  these  republics,  their 
'  '*^;'' .\'*\<'"nstitutions  are  erected  ;  to  fix  and 
'  establish  those  principles  as  the  bases  of  all  laws, 
'constiiution.s  and  governments,  which  fortvci- 
'  kcreafler  shaU  be  formed  in  said  territory ;  to  pro- 
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vide  also   for  the  establishment  of  States  and 
permanent    government  therein,  and  for   their 
admission  to  a  share  in  the  federal  councils,  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  at  as  eariy 
periods  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  generd 
rnt^esL"    Look  at  the  scope  and  character  of 
this  dedaration.     Here,  indeed,  the  great  self-eri- 
dent  truths  of  which  I  have  been  speaking  were 
anpbed,  m  full  effec^  to  a  virgin  territory,  unstain- 
ed by  the  vices,  untainted  by  the  errors,  and  un- 
eml^rrassed  by  the  mistaken  notions  of  interest 
incident  to  human  society.     They  were  the  laws 
o!  Uod,  applied  to  a  country  before  it  had  been 
peopled,  by  a  wise  foresigh^  which  has  been  often 
displayed,  under  the  guidance  of  a  kind  Provi- 
dence by  the  councils  of  our  country.    At  the  em 
of  Independence  the  wholesome  maxims  of  our 
policy  recognised  could  not  have  their  full  effect, 
I  because  m  the  infancy  of  our  settlements  the  curse 
I  ot  slavery  had  been  entaUed  on  us  by  a  blinded 
j  and  unkmd  mother  country.    All  that  virtue  could 
{  require  was,  that  so  inveterate  a  disease  should  be 
j  relieved,  by  applymg  diligently  discreet  correctives, 
J  and,  above  all,  guarding  agamst  the  extension  of 
I  the  evil.     Thus  do  we  find,  four  years  after  peace 
had  been  setUed,  on  cool  deliberation,  the  federal 
council  seized  the  first  opportunity  of  planting  the 
fundamental  principles  of  civil  and  reUgious  fiber- 
ty,  like  seed  sown  in  a  soU  received,  as  it  were 
frona  the  hand  of  the  Creator,  where  they  desixm- 
ed  them  to  flourish  in  eternal  vigor,  and  sprwd 
Uieir  fragrant  branches  through  the  world      This 
mighty  stroke  of  a  wise  poUcy  was  had  under  the 
utmost  freedom  from  all  bias  of  selfishness  and  of 
constraint 

The  great  men  who  executed  this  trust  looked 
not  at  the  bearings  of  interest  or  to  the  gratification 
ol  an  unworthy  ambition.    The  ordinance  declares 
a  second  time  that  slavery  was  viewed  as  a  great 
evil  and  one  for  the  existence  of  which  the  people 
ol  that  day  were  not  accountable.     That  States 
which  found  themselves  under  the  sad  necessity  of 
permitting  its  continuance,  might,  at  the  same 
time,  without  inconsistency,   declare  again   and 
again,  all  men  are  created  equal.    Thisimmortal 
ordinance,  which  with  its  elder  sister  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence,  will  shed  eternal  and  unex- 
tmguishable  lustre  over  the  annals  of  our  country, 
was  also  adopted  by  a  unanimous  vote.     It  was 
aye,  aye,  from  New  Hampshire  to  Georgia.   Hew 
again  there  was  no  geographical  distinction.     In 
this  act  of  imperishable  virtue  Virginia  had  the 
largKt  share.     She  ceded  the  most  extensive  and 
best  founded  right  to  the  territory.    She  left  Con- 
gress free  to  impress  on  it  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  civil  and  religious  liberty.     She  gave  her 
ready  voice  for  the  ordinance,  and  it  is  believed 
her  representatives  were  among  the  most  ardent 
advocates  for  the  measure.     I  cannot  look  into  the 
provisions  of  the  articles  of  compact  without  burn- 
ing with  admiration  of  their  principles,  and  the 
wisdom  and  virtue  by  which  they  have  been  con- 
secrated.    There  are  no  marginal  notes,  or  I  would 
briefly  recount  them.     The  rights  of  the  untutored 
Indian  were  guarantied,  and,  in  the  goodness  and 
wisdom  of  the  legislator,  it  was  left  open  to  hi* 
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hopes  that  hi*  posterity  might  one  day  enjoy  the 
Uessings  of  the  rights  they  secured.     These  biess- 
inga,  Mr.  President,  hare  been  already  consecrated 
to  three  stars  of  your  constellation  that  will  soon 
take  rank  as  of  the  tirst  magnitude.  Ohio  will  prob- 
ably appear  in  that  character  at  the  next  census. 
I  have  spoken  of  the  ordinance  of  1787  as  apply- 
ing to  a  tarritory.     But  of  what  mighty  nuignitude 
k  It  t    It  is  fitted  to  contain  a  mi|[htier  population 
than  the  mightiest  of  the  old  continents.     If  its 
history  was  not  insulated  by  more  comprehensive 
events,  it  might  now  stand  as  the  world's  best 
hope.     In  this  instrument  it  was  not  necessary  to 
repeat  that  all  men  are  created  equal ;  that  was 
•treedy  inscribed  on  the  corner  stone  of  all  your 
kws  and  polity.     It  was  here  enough  to  say,  no 
man  should  be  a  slave,  and  that  every  man  should 
hare  an  equal  share  of  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
by  the  decree  of  unchangeable  justice.     So  lar  we 
discover  no  holding  back :  all  is  one  consistent,  iust, 
enlightened,  and  unvarying  policy.    Every  thing 
seems   to   have   been   done   in   the  divine  spirit, ' 
breathed  by  the  representatives  of  an  oppressed 
people,  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence 

About  this  period  it  became  necessary  to  form  a 
more  perfect  union,  and  the  Constitution,  framed 
by  an  assembly  in  which  Wabhjnoton  presided, 
seemed  to  have  put  the  last  hand  to  the  work  which 
placed  on  an  immovable  foundation  the  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  whereon 
our  republics,  their   laws   and  constitutions,  are 
erected.      That  instrument,  framed  with  almost 
superhuman   intelligence,  clothed    the   Congress 
with  all  legislative  power  granted  in  it,  and  with 
power  to  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations 
respecting  the  territory  belonging  to  the  United 
States;  and  all  engagements  were  declared  to  be 
as  valid  against  the  United  States  under  the  Con- 
stitution as  under  the  Confederation.     Among  the 
first  acts  of  the  new  Congress,  is  one  providing 
that  the  ordinance  of  '87  should  continue  to  have 
full  effect.     At  the  formation  of  the  Constitution 
this  ordinance  must  have  been  well  understood. 
It  was  enacted  a  little  time  anterior  to  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  Convention,  and  was  the  harbinger  of 
the  great  compact  of  Union.     The  councils  from 
which  they  emanated  were  clothed  with  the  power, 
and  represented  the  majesty  of  the  people,  and  it 
was  impossible  that  the  compromise  resorted  to  by 
the  Convention,  in  settling  the  rule  of  representa- 
tion aiid  taxation,  should  not  have  been  considered 
as  applicable  only  to  the  States  then  existing,  and 
to  those  which  might  be  admitted  out  of  the  terri- 
tory of  the  good  old  thirteen.     The  same  obliga- 
tion of  duty,  consistency  and  regard  to  right,  which 
induced  the  old  Congress  to  prohibit  slavery  in  the 
Northwestern  Territory,  could  not  have  been  in- 
operative in  the  Convention,  as  many  States  had 
long  before  abolished  slavery  ;  and  nobody  seems 
then   to  have  thought  it  admissible,  only  under 
hard  necessity.    1  think  it  will  scarcely  be  con- 
tended, that,  in  '87,  any  of  our  councils  could  have 
contemplated  the  purchase  of  the  territory  which 
presents  the  great  question  on  which  we  are  now 
<lelit)erating,  or  that  such  a  question  could  have 
grown  out  of  such  an  event. 


The  necessity  for  the  free  navi^tion  of   tke 
Mississippi  compelled  us  to  acquire  jurisdiction  at 
least  over  it  and  the  inland  of  Orleans ;  they,  bow- 
ever,  were  not  to  be  had  only  as  connected  with 
the  immense   region  of   Louisiana,  the  limits  of 
which  we  yet  hardly  know.    Who  could  have  im- 
agined, at  the  time  it  was  ceded,  it  would  at  this 
time  be  contended  intheCongress,that  it  should  be 
overspread  with  a  slave  population,  and  thus  unset- 
tle the  compromise,  had  in  the  Constitution,  in  the 
delicate  feature  of  representation.     Originally,  the 
compact  was  liberal  towards  theslaveholding  States 
In  our  progress,  they  have  been  almost  exempted 
from  yielding  the  equivalent  stipulated,  indirect 
taxation.  The  burdens  of  the  impt^st  revenue  are  by 
no  means  equal,  as  a  free  population  must  consume 
more  than  one  formed  nearly  one  half  of  slaves. 
But,  as  God  is  my  judge,  I  am  entirely  indisposed 
to  touch  or  complain  of  the  fair  operation  of  the 
compact.     1  hope,  devoutly,  we  may  long  continue 
exempt  from  direct  taxes.      The  non-slaveholding 
States  will   continue   to  do,  as  they  have  done 
cheerfully,  all  that  good  faith  and  an  attachment 
to  the  Union  enjoins  on  them.     Though  on  them 
the  bargain  works  hardly,  they  will,  when  it  shall  be 
requisite,  add  their  blood  and  treasure  pledged  to 
protect    their   co-States  from   domestic  violence. 
But  here  they  ought  to  stop:   and  further,  it  is 
hoped,  there  will  be  no  disposition  to  drive  them. 
For  myself,  I  never  can  consent  my  representa- 
tives should  vote  with  those  representing  property 
beyond  the  bounds  of  the  old  United  States  further 
than  we  have  already  gone. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  committee,  if 
it   be  unmodified,  presents  this  question :  Shall  a 
territory,  foreign  to  that  which  composed  the  par- 
ties to  the  Constitution,  be  admitted  as  a  member 
into  the  Union,  on  terms  disparaging  to  our  insti- 
tutions, and  for  which  there  is  not  even  a  prece- 
dent?    No  State  has  yet  been  admitted  into  the 
Union,  who  has  not  been  required  to  recognise  in 
her  constitution  at  least  the  principles  of  religious 
liberty;  and  four  have  been  admitted  who  have 
been  required,  by  irrevocable  comr«ct,  to  establish 
civil  as  well  as  religious  liberty.     But  now,  for  the 
firet  time,  the  pretence  of  exemption  from  these 
wholesome  and  salutary  recognitions  is  set  up.     I 
wish  It  to  be  understood,  I  am  willing  and  anxious 
to  see  Missouri  a  Sute ;  all  I  wish  is,  that  she  may 
be  admitted  in  conformity  with  the  principles  on 
which  all  the  States  m  the  Union  rest,  and  accord- 
ing to  those  principles  on  which  the  Government 
has  acted  from  the  first.      The  report  of  the  com- 
rnittee  proposes  her  admission  on  grounds  denying 
the  best  principles  of  free  government,  and  in  dis- 
regard of  every  usage  of  our  own.      The  amend- 
ment will  correct,  m  a  small  degree,  the  mischiefs 
that  must  result  otherwise.     It  inhibits  the  further 
migration  of  slaves  to  the  new  Stale.     The  prop- 
osition is  narrow,  if  admitted ;  but  its  rejection 
would  be  to  set  at  naught  the  inherent  rights  of 
nian  in  this  widely  spread  region.      The  covenant 
of  our  fathers,  made   in    the  dark   days  of  peril 
and  calamity,  which  the  Supreme  Judge  orthe 
world  was  invoked  to  witness,  will  be  obliterated, 
and  the  compromise  of  the  Constitution,  in  its 
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most  delicate  feature,  wifi  be  giren  to  the  winds. 
It  IS  contended  that  new  States  are  to  be  admit- 
ted into  the  Union   on   the  footing  of  original 
State*.     These  words  are  not  found  in  the  Con- 
stitntion.     It  may  be  well  to  inquire  how  these 
words  have  gotten  into  the  acts  of  Congress  ad- 
mitting States.     We  do  not  find  them  in  those 
admitting  Kentucky  and  Vermont.      The  phrase- 
i5^  ,"^  in  these  cases  is,  "entire  new  members." 
m   1787,  North  Carolina  ceded  to  the  United 
atates  the  territory  which  is  now  called  the  State 
o!  Tennessee.    In  the  cession  she  stipulates,  among 
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does  not  touch  at  all  the  provisions  of  the  treatr 
The  country  is  to  be  eventually  incorporated  into 
the  Union,  it  is  admitted.  We  are  all  anxious  the 
portion  in  question  should.  The  dispute  is,  shaU 
she  be  admitted  without  securing  to  her  the  fran- 
chises of  civil  and  religions  liberty,  as  far  as  her 
condition  admits  of  its  being  done.  Congress  hare 
power  to  prevent  the  migration  of  slaves,  and 
though  lexicographers  may  not  be  uniform  in  their 
mterpretation  of  the  word  in  general  acceptation. 
It  means  change  of  place ;  so  it  has  been  construed 
Dy  the  Congress.     An  act  now  exists  prohibitimr 


other  I^^,h,,h:S,toan.VXKLMC3    b,  ,he  CoDgr«.     An  .«  now  exi«.  prohiSuni 
>hoald  rZy  X  b^nXr^f  The?Hi„.„^     ^       "  ™gT»tlM.  of  slave,  to  Loniriu,.,  in  .d,  n..l^ 

only  th.,  tVcf g^^i-hUj  ^"n^irre^-dr  i  iTy  ^LVt^.^  ^thm^k'  '^r  rt 
ir±^  .-.-.i'^-  '■  .y*'!  "....owed^heiHt^'dS !  :f*^ur.„ttnd"i'z''d"'n;°::p:^!  r""ire 


'  ---  • —  "  ""■  "^  -iiuwru  3ue  inienaea 
to  secure  to  them  all  the  liberty  thrir  condition 
would  permit.     This  recognition  and  ratification 
of  the  ordinance  is  proof  of  the  estimation  in  which 
Its  principles  were  held ;  and  Tennessee  has  been 
admitted  under  its  enfranchising,  or,  as  you  will 
call  them,  restncting  provisions,  and  has  long  ap- 
peared amongst  us  as  an  ornament  to  this  body. 
yn  her  admission  are  the  words,  "  on  an  equal 
ft|Oting  with  the  original  States,"  first  used.     She 
being  the  first  State  admitted  under  the  articles  of 
compact  in  the  ordinance  of  '87,  the  words  were 
trom   thence   transplanted,   and,   like   texts   from 
another  book,  not  standing, in  their  original  rela- 
tion to  other  words,  their  meaning  has  been  mis- 
understood.     Turn  to  the  ordinance  and  thev  are 
made  plain.     It  there  reads,  the  "  new  State  shall 
^  be  admitted  when   it  shall  have  sixty  thousand 
free  inhabitants  therein,  by  its  delegates  in  the 
^  Congress  of  the  United  States,  on  an  equal  foot-  ' 
ing  with  the  original  States  in  all  respects  what-  i 
*  ever.  »ni\  vKnll  iw.  „.  i:k_-...  ._  c^ '  ' 


ever,  and  shall  be  at  liberty  to  form  a  permanent 

constitution  and  State  government ;  provided  the 
^  constituuon  and  State  government  so  to  be  formed 
^  shall   bo  republican,  and   in  conformity  to   the 

principles  contained  in  these  articles."  The^eare 
conditions  under  which  seven  new  States  have 
been  admitted  into  this  Union,  save  only  the  arti- 
cle resjpecting  slavery  has  been  sUent  in  the  admis- 
sion of  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  and  Alabama,  and, 
by  especial  reservation,  it  has  not  been  required  of 
Louisiana  to  forbid  slavery. 

Can  it  it  be  possible,  after  this  long-settled  con- 
struction, It  shall  be  seriously  contended  that  the 
Congress,  m  the  admission  of  Missouri,  can  pro- 
pose no  check  on  the  evil  of  slavery,  and,  by  parity 
of  reasoning,  none  on  any  portion  of  the  country 
acquired  under  the  title  of  I.ouisiana  ?    We  have 
seen  Mississippi  and  Alabama   brought   into  the 
J^nfederation,  under  compact  to  permit  slavery 
Louisiana  has  been  so  admitted  in  the  discretion  of 
Oot^ress.    On  what  grounds  I  know  not,  but  I 
am  bound  to  believe  from  what  was  understood  to 
^^^1  »r"  "°<'on^'"ollable  necessity.     If  so,  it  can 
avail  Missouri  nothing,  as  no  such  necessity  exists 
in  this  case      The  amendment  has,  I  have  to  re- 
gret, but  a  limited  operation  on  slavery.     It  is  not 
proposed  to  free  the  slaves  in  Missouri,  but  to  pre- 
vent their  increase  by  emigration.     This  principle 
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section  I  allude  to  is  as  follows: 

"  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  peno^a  or  persons  to 
import,  or  bring  into  the  said  Territory,  from  any  port 
or  place  without  the  limiu  of  the  United  Stale,    ox 
cauae  or  procure  to  be  ao  Imported,  or  brought,  or 
knowmgljr  to  aid  or  assist  in  ao  importing  or  bringing 
any  alave  or  slavea ;  and  every  person  ao  offending, 
and  being  thrreof  convicted  before  any  court  within 
aeid   Territory,  having  competent  joriwliction,  ahal! 
forfeit  and  pay.  for  each  and  eTery  alave  ao  imported, 
tha  aum  of  three  hundred  dollars;  one  moiety  for  the 
oae  of  the  United  Butea.  and  the  other  moiety  for  the 
uae  of  the  person  or  peraons  who  ahall  aue  for  the 
same,  and  every  alave  so  brought  aball  thereupoa  h^ 
come  enutled  to,  and  receive  hia  or  her  freedom.      It 
•hall  not  be  lawful  for  any  peraon  or  persona  to  import 
or  bring  into  ..i«i   Territory,  from  any  port  or  piVce 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  8utea,  or  to  cause  or 
to  procure  to  be  so  imported  or  brought,  or  knowingly 
to  aid  or  assut  in  ao  importing  or  bringing  any  slave 
or  slaves  which  shall  have  been  imported  since  the  first 
day  of  May,  one  thousand  scTen  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight,  into  any  port  or  place  within  the  limiU  of  the 
United  Stales,  or  which  may  be  hereafter  ao  imported 
from  any  port  or  place  from  without  the  United  States: 
and  every  peraon  ao  offending,  and  being  thereof  con- 
victed before  any  court  within  said  Territory,  having 
competent  juriadiction,  shall  forfeit   and  pay  for  each 
and  every  alave  ao  imported,  or  brought,  the  aum  of 
three  hundred  doUara;  one  moiety  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  other  moiety  for  the  use  of  the 
person  or  persons  who  shall  aue  for  the  aame.      And 
no  slave  or  aiavee  shall  be  introduced  into  said  Terri- 
tory, direcUy  or  indirecUy,  except  by  a  citiien  of  the 
United  States,  removing  into  aeid  Territory  fot  actual 
•eulemtnt,  and  being  at  the  time  of  such  removal 
bona  fide  owner  of  auch  alave  or  slaves ;  ;and  every 
alave  brought  into  the  aaid  Territory,  contrary  to  the 
proviaiona  of  this  act,  shall   thereupoa  be  entitled  to, 
and  receive  his  or  her  freedom." 

If  this  be  the  law,  where  is  your  wonder-working 
writ  of  habeat  corpus  7  Are  your  Judiciary  asleep, 
and  your  law  a  dead  letter?  If  I  be  mistaken,  I 
hope  to  be  corrected ;  but  it  is  enough  for  my  pur- 
pose to  show  such  a  law  has  existed,  and  that  the 
power  of  Congress  to  regulate  the  migration  of 
slaves  is  not  a  new  doctrine,  nor  now  first  proposed 
to  be  exercised.  It  proves  incontestably  the  motion 
I  have  now  offered  has  not  hitherto  been  deemed 
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as  conflicting  with  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of 
cession.  I  am  willing  to  consider  Missouri  as  an 
inchoate  State ;  no  one  will  more  gladly  see  her 
admitted  into  the  Union ;  but  I  wish  to  see  the 
page  of  her  constitution  irradiated  with  the  fun- 
damental principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty 

to  see  her  become  a  party  to  that  covenant  round 
which  the  patriots  ol  76  pledged  their  lives,  their 
fortunes,  and  their  sacred  honor.     The  committee 
have  attached  the  admission  of  Missouri  to  the  bill 
for  admitting  Maine,  under  the  pretext  of  conge- 
niality.   How  insufficient  the   pretence!     What 
ludicrous  incongruity  do  the  two  propositions  pre- 
sent !     You  are  not  acting  on  a  section  of  two  or 
three  lines ;  as  to  Maine,  it  is  her  constitution  you 
are  ratifying.     What  do  you  find  on  the  front  of 
It?     "Article  1,  section  1 :  All  men  are  born  free 
and  equal,  and  are  free  to  worship  God  in  their  own 
way."     Here  is  a  substantial  pledge  to  the  good 
old  faith.     To  her  we  may  say,  Come,  sister,  take 
your  place  in  our  constellation  :  the  lustre  of  your 
countenance  will  brighten  the  American  galaxy. 
But  do  not  urge  us  to  admit  Missouri,  under  a  pre- 
tence of  congeniality— with  the  visage  of  a  savage 
deformed  with  the  hideous  cicatrices  of  barbaric 
oride— with  her  features  marred  as  if  the  finger  of 
Lucifer  had  been  drawn  across  them. 

In  all  former  cases  of  admission,  Congress  had 
given  a  previous  pledge  as  to  terms ;  but  here,  the 
question  is  without  this  influence.  No  pledge  has 
been  given.     The  act  of  1812,  the  latest  passed 

respecting  the  government  of  this  Territory by 

the  way  a  very  liberal  one  for  a  colony— provides 
a  bill  of  rights.     I  will  recur  to  it : 

"  The  people  of  the  Territory  shall  alwaya  be  enli- 
Ued  to  a  proportionate  representation  in  the  General 
AspemWy  ;    to  judicial  proceeding!   according  to  the 
courKe  of  the  common  law  and  the  laws  and  aaages 
in  force  in  said  Territory  ;  to  the  benefit  of  the  writ  of 
habeaa  corpus.     In  all  criminal  cases,  the  trial  shall 
be  by  jury,  of  good  and  lawful  men  of  the  vicinage 
All  per8«|]s  shall  be  bailable,  onleas  for  capital  offences 
where  the  proof  shall  be  eTident,  or  the  presumpUon 
great.     All  finea  shall  be  moderate,  and  no  cruel  or 
onusual  punishment  shall  be  inflicted.     .\o  man  shall 
be  deprived  of  his  life,  liberty,  or  property,  but  by  the 
judgment  of  bu  peers,  or  the  Jaw  of  the  land.     If  the 
public  exigencies  require,  for  the  common  preserva- 
tion, lo  take  the  property  of  any  person,  or  to  demand 
hu  particular  services,  full  compensation  shall  be  made 
forlhesaroe.    Noexpo»tfaetoUw,oTU^  impairing  the 
obligation  of  contracts,  shall  be  made.     No  law  shall 
be  made  which  shall  lay  any  person  under  burden  or 
dieability  on  account  of  his  religious  opinions,  profes- 
sion, or  mode  of  worship ;  in  all  which  he  shall  be  free 
to  ui««ntain  his  own,  and  not  burdened  for  those  of 
another.      Religion,  morality,  and  knowledge,  being 
necesaary  to  good  government,  and  the  happiness  of 
mankind,  achooU  and  the  means  of  education  shall  be 
encouraged  and  prbviJed  for  from  the  public  lands  of 
the  United  States,  in  said  Territory,  in  such  manner 
a*  Longress  may  deem  expedienU" 

Here  are  some  of  the  essential  principles  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty,  secured  to  the  Territory  by 
statute.  They  are,  as  far  as  they  go,  the  princi- 
ples of  the  ordmance  of  '87;  but 'they  are  merely 
statutory,  and  not  compact;  and  if  they  be  omit- 


ted in  the  constitution  of  the  new  State,  they  cea«e 
to  have  eflect.  It  has  hitherto  been  the  unvarying 
policy,  in  admitting  new  Slates,  to  make  the  great 
franchises  matter  of  unchangeable  compact. 

The  idea  is  somehow  enicrtamed,  that  a  State, 
once  establishing  the  iust  principles  of  civil  liber- 
tv,  may  at  pleasure  withdraw  the  security  on  which 
she  has  placed  them ;  and,  of  course,  religious  lib- 
erty also.     If  this  be  the  fact,  we  are  not  so  far  re- 
moved from  tyranny  and  oppression  as  I  had  hoped 
and  believed  us  to  be.     Can  Vermont,  New  Hamp- 
shire. Pennsylvania,  or  Ohio,  authorize  and  estab- 
lish slavery  ?     I  hold  the  idea  is  without  foundation. 
Such  a  power   in  the  constitutions  of  ^1  these 
States  is  held  to  be  incompatible  with  the  natiue 
of  legislative  trust,  and  is  excepted  out  of  the  pow- 
ers of  government.     I  would  gladly  give  Mis.souri 
the  same  franchises  Peimsylvania  enjoys,  whoce 
humble  representative  I  stand  here,  and   whose 
rights,  as  a  member  of  the  Federal  Union,  I  can- 
not abandon,  on  any  plea  of  convenience  to  Mis- 
souri.    I  do  not  deny  Pennsylvania  has  her  slaves, 
but  her  laws  have  allowed  no  child  born  since 
1780  to  be  held  as  a  slave.     In  pursuance  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  she  has  acted  on  the 
principle  that  all  men  are  create<l  equal ;  she  hat 
broken  the  rod  of  oppression  on  the  altar  of  jus- 
tice, and  the  oppressor  has  disappeared  before  her 
uncreating  word. 

Mr.  President,  if  this  amendment  is  to  be  reject- 
ed, it  must  be  either  on  the  ground  of  a  want  of 
power  to  arrest  the  evil  of  slavery,  through  the  op- 
eration of  the  Constitution  or  the  treaty,  or  from 
uncontrollable  necessity.     I  trust  it  will  be  found 
the  Constitution  imposes  its  adoption  ;  the  treaty 
does  not  touch  the  ca.se,  and  that  there  exists  no 
necessity  to  extend  slavery  in  any  future  admission 
of  fcjtates.     There  Is  no  ground  on  which  slavery 
can  be  extendeil  in  Missouri,  thai  will  not  apply 
to  the  whole  region  west  of  the  Mississippi.     And, 
here,  what  an  abyss  for  reflection  opens !     Shall 
we  depart  from  those  truths  that  lighted  our  fath- 
m  to  independence  and  liberty— and  to  what  end  ? 
Surely  not  for  any  other  but  unavoidable  neces- 
sity.    That  necessity,  I  am  contid.'nt,  will  not  be 
found  to  exist ;  and  I  therefore  hope  this  fearftil 
policy  will  not  be  pursued,  of  extending  to  endless 
generations  the  evils  of  slavery  over  the  widely- 
spreading  territory  beyond  the  Mississippi.     I  pro- 
mised you.  sir,  in  the  outset,  to  avoid,  if  possible, 
a  course  of  observations  that  might  awaken  feel- 
ings of  heat  impatience,  and  unkindness,  without 
necessity     The  proposition  I  advocate  is  founded 
too  much  in  truth  and  reason,  to  admit  the  lan- 
guage ,»f  crimination  and  reproach  in  the  discus- 
sion of  it.     As  far  as  human  frailty  would  allow 
me,  I  hope  I  have  kept  my  faith.     On  a  former 
day,  my  friend   from   Virginia   (Mr.  Babbodb) 
seemed  to  incline  to  the  opinion  that  men  had  de- 
generated since  the  formation  of  our  Constitution 
Prosperity  is  a  trying  season  to  virtue,  but  still  I 
hope  the  vigor  of  our  principles  will  be  found  un- 
^impaired.     In  this,  as  in  another  jurisdiction,  it 
tnay  be  wise  to  commence  the  contest  with  mis- 
siles.    For  the  present,  I  am  disposed  here  to  rest 
the  subject. 
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Mr.  Bluot,  of  Georgia,  said,  with  a   know- ' 
ledge  of  the  talents  which  would  be  called  forth  on  I 
this  occasion,  in  behalf  of  the  rights  of  Missouri,  it 
might  seem  unnecessary  for  one  so  unskilled  in 
parliamentary  debate,  to  obtrude  his  humble  ef- 
forts on  the  attention  of  the  Senate.     But,  said  he 
the  magnitude  of  the  consequences  which   may 
grow  oot  of  the  decision  about  to  be  made,  and  the 
weight  of  rejponsibility  resting  upon  every  member 
charged  with  the  consideration  of  the  subject,  urge 
me  to  rise,  as  1  honestly  conceive,  m  support  of  the 
Constitution  of  my  country,  the  faith  of  its  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  future  peace  and  harmony  of  the 
Ubiod. 

As  it  is  essential  to  a  correct  and  liberal  discus- 
sion, that  the  point  at  issue  be  clearly  understood 
and  dispassionately  examined,  all   irrelevant  mat- 
ter should   be  cautiously  rejected,  and   the  mind 
brought  to  the  investigation  with  its  powers  unem- 
barrassed.    How  much  to  be  regretted,  then,  is  the 
public  excitement  which  has  been  produced  in  an- 
ticipation of  this  debate !     It  is,  1  fear,  not  well 
calculated   to   insure  a  decision  of  this  question 
upon  Its  merits.     The  voice  of  the  people  should 
be  heard,  and  always  heard  with  deep  attention 
and  due  respect.     But,  when  feelings  are  thereby 
excited  which  do  not  belong  to  the  subject  under  , 
consideration,  yon  are  bound,  by  the  strongest  ob- 1 
ligations  of  duty,  to  exclude  them  from  these  walls.  ' 
Here  the  passions  should  be  suffered  to  sleep,  while 
to  the  unbiased  judgment  and  the  enlightened  con- 
science are  committed  the  decisions  which  may  be 
recorded  in  your  journals. 

What,  then,  sir,  is  the  question  we  are  called 
upon  to  decide  ?    Does  it   involve  the  liberty  or 
^avery  of   the   black   population   of  the   United 
States?     On   this  subject   the   Constitution   has 
wisely  interdicted  the  interference  of  the  General 
Government.     Does  it  seek  a  suspension  of  the  law 
prohibiting  the  unhallowed  trade  to  Africa,  until 
the  people  of  Missouri  shall  have  accommodated 
themselves  with  slaves  from  that  unfortunate  coun- 
try ?     No  such  sacrifice  of  feeling  or  policy  is  asked 
at  your  hands ;  on  the  contrary,  the  prayer  of  the 
people  of  Missouri,  if  granted,  would  not  affect  the 
liberty  of  a  single  freeman.     Neither  of  these  sub- 
jects being  before  the  Senate,  the  arguments  and 
feelings  which  grow  out  of  thenr^  are  alike  foreign  to 
the  present  discussion.     But  the  people  of  Missouri 
do  ask  of  you  to  fulfil  your  solemn  engagements 
in  their  behalf,  and  to  admit  them  into  the  Union 
"  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Con- 
'  stitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  ad- 
'  vantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
'  ted  States.'     The  question  then  is,  will  you  thus 
admit  them  ? 

Indulge  me  sir,  with  your  attention  for  a  few 
moments,  while  I  briefly  consider  their  claims  to 
such  admission :  1st,  under  the  Constitution;  2dly, 
from  the  obligations  voluntarily  assumed  by  the 
United  States,  in  the  treaty  of  cession,  of  the  30th 
April,  1803 ;  and,  lastly,  from  the  suggestions  of 
sound  policy.  In  the  3d  section  of  the  4th  article 
of  the  Constitution,  it  is  declared— "  New  States 
raav  be  admitted  by  the  Congress  into  this  Union  ;" 
and  m  the  subsequent  section  of  the  same  article, 
16th  Co.N.  1st  Se88 5 


Sehate. 

"  ^t*  H-"*^  ^^^^  ^^"  guaranty  to  everTstefa^ 
m  this  Union  a  republican  form  of  government" 
By  the  first  section  Congress  is  obviously  clothed 
with  discretionary  power  to  admit,  or  not  to  admit, 
new  Slates  into  this  Union.    But,  whenever  this 
power  IS  exercised  in  the  admission  of  a  new  State 
into  this  Union,  the  United  States  become  bound, 
by  the  second  section,  to  aid  in  the  support  of  a  re- 
publican form  of  government  within  her  limits. 
Hence,  the  power  claimed  by  Congress  to  exact  a 
constitution  on  republican  principles,  as  a  condition 
to  the  admission  of  a  new  State  mto  this  Union. 
1  he  condition  is  the  necessary  result  of  the  obliga- 
tion previously  imposed  upon  the  United  Stated  to 
^aranty  a  republican  form  of  government  to  each 
btate ;  and  it  is  to  be  considered  as  an  evidence  of 
the  patronage  of  the  Constitution,  rather  than  as 
any  authority  to  impose  restrictions  on  the  States. 
1  he  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  declares— 
I  lie  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all 
wivileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several 
States  »    A  new  State,  then,  when  once  admitted 
into  this  Union,  becomes  possessed,  by  the  very  act 
of  adrawsion,  of  all  privileges  and  immunities  of 
the  old  States.     But  the  old  States  claim  and  ex- 
ercise the  privilege  to  alter  and  amend  their  con- 
stitutions at  pleasure.     This  is  accorded  to  them 
as  an  inalienable,  indefeasible  right,  essential  to 
self-government—and  in  the  use  of  this  right  thev 
are  unrestrained,  provided  they  preserve  the  form 
ot  tbe  Government,  and  do  not  violate  the  Federal 
Constitution.     But,  the  admission  of  involuntary 
servitude  into  a  State  does  not  affect  the  form  of 
the  Government,  nor  violate  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion ;  for  one-half  of  the  States  in  the  Union  al- 
low of  It,  and  the  Federal  Constitution  expressly 
recognises  and  sanctions  it.     Under  the  Constitu- 
tion, then,  any  State  in  this  Union  may  admit  in- 
voluntary servitude  within  its  limits,  in  the  exei^ 
cise  of  Its  unquestionable  right  of  self-government : 
and  Congress  cannot  be  supposed  to  have  power  to 
impose  a  restriction,  which  the  State  has  authority 
to  abrogate  at  pleasure. 

But  It  is  contended  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Robebts,)  that,  since 
the  year  1808,  Congress  has  acquired  autliority, 
under  the  ninth  section  of  the  first  article,  to  im- 
pose the  contemplated  restriction.    This  section 
reads  :   «  The  migration  or  importation  of  such 
persons  as  any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall 
think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by 
I  Uie  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1808,  but  a  Ux  or 
'  duty  may  be  imposed  on  such  importation,  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  dollars  for  each  person."     The  terms 
migration  and  importation  are  not  synonymous. 

Migration  implies  volition,  choice,  self-direction 

but  these  belong  not  to  a  slave.  He  may  be  car- 
ried or  imported,  or  he  may  abscond,  but  he  can 
never  rni^a^f.  The  Irish,  the  Scotch,  and  the 
Dutch,  niprate  to  this  country,  and  it  was  proba- 
bly to  prevent  Congress,  until  after  the  year  1808, 
from  interdicting  this  practice,  under  the  authority 
given  to  that  body  "  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of 
naturalization."  that  the  word  migration  was  in- 
troduced in  this  section.  But  importation  applies 
to  slaves.      They  were  imported;  and  the  last 
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clause  of  this  section  is  conclusive  as  to  the  cor- 
rectness of  this  exposition—"  but  a  tax  or  duty  may 
be  imposed  on  such  importation,  not  exceeding  ten 
dollars  for  each  person."  The  subjects  of  this  tax 
or  duty  were  persons  impoii«i,  whUe  those  who  mi- 
graUd  were  suffered  to  enter  our  ports  without  the 
imposition  of  any  duty.  This  section  is  restrict- 
ive, and  restrains  the  power  of  Congress  to  prohibit 
the  miportation  of  slaves  or  the  migration  of  for- 
eigners prior  to  the  year  1808.  Since  that  period, 
Oottgress  has  very  wisely  acted  upon  the  subject 

A  u  *  ^^^^  '*°^'  ^^^"^  ^^«  authority  im- 
parted by  the  Constitution,  "  to  regulate  commerce 
with  foreign  nations,"  such  laws  have  been  passed 
as  promise  at  no  distant  period  its  ratire  suppres- 
sion. But  Congress  has  never  attempted  to  pre- 
vent the  transfer  or  removal  of  slaves  from  one 
State  to  another  at  the  will  of  their  owners.  The 
secuon  restrains  no  such  power,  for  ndsuch  is  giv- 
en in  the  Constitution.  The  truth  is,  it  is  a  right 
claimed  and  exercised  by  the  States,  and  they  wiU 
nerer  surrender  it.  Congress  has  no  authority  for 
Claiming  it.  ' 

But  Ae  latter  part  of  the  third  section  of  the 
lourth  article.  It  is  supposed,  gives  to  Congress 
competent  authority  on  this  subject.     It  reads- 
1  he  Congress  shall  hare  power  to  dispose  of  and 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting 
the  territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the 
'  Umted  States."     Under  the  authority  hefe  given 
Congress  may  lay  out  and  dispose  of  the  lands  of 
the  United  States ;  and  when  inhabited,  make  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  needful  for  the 
civil  government  of  the  territory.     But  the  ques- 
tion before  the  Senate  is  not  what  rules  and  regu- 
lations Congress  may  make  for  the  government 
o\  a  territory.     It  is,  1  conceive,  sir,  entirely  a  dis- 
tmct  subject  of  inquiry,  and,  therefore,  cannot  de- 
pend for  Its  decision  upon  any  authority  drawn 
from  this  clause.     W  henerer  the  question  respect- 
ing the  powers  of  Coii^ess  to  impose  restriclions 
on  the  Territories  shall  come  up,  it  will  be  time 
enough  to  argue  it ;  at  present  it  ought  not  to  be 
permitted  to  embarrass  the  point  at  issue  before  the 
benate.     To  me,  then,  the  Constitution  does  not 
seem  to  countenance  the  inhibition  sought  to  be 
imposed  by  the  amendment. 

A^^'iujf;  ^^^  *!f*'y  °''  '^"*'«'»  «f  'he  30th  of 
Anril   1803,  is  still  more  explicit  on  this  subject. 

r»t!^''^'**  *"'^*^  provides  that,  » the  inhabitants  of 

the  ceded  territory  shall  be  incorporated  into  the 

;  Union  of  the  United  States,  a^  admitted  as 

<  ^v^A  P^!-',"*'  ?»<^ording  to  the  principles  of 

^  he  l<ederal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all 

Uie  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities  of  citi- 

i  T'  u  n  l}^  ''''^  ^'^'^  5  *°<^' '°  'h^  meantime, 
they  shall  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free 
Oijoyment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  the  re- 
ligion which  they  profess."     The  only  difficulty 
which  presents  itself  here  is,  to  adopt  any  train  of 
r^asonin^,  by  which  the  right  of  Missouri  to  an 
unconditional  admis.sion  into  the  Union,  can  be 
made  more  obvious  than  it  is  rendered  by  a  bare 
recital  of  this  section.     It  seems  to  me  not  very 

Sn      nnJ'^^SP'n*"  P'*'""^  ^f-evident  prop<«..' 
tion.     Under  the  Constitution,  it  is  mamf«t  Con- 


fress  may  refuse  admission  to  a  new  State.    But 
ere  the  General  Government  stands  pledged  not 
only  to  admit  Missouri  into  the  Union^  but  to  do 
so  as  soon  as  possible ;  that  is,  so  soon  as  she  shall 
I  be  m  possession  of  the  legal  requisites ;  and  when 
;  admitted,  to  receive  her  "according  to  the  princi- 
j  pies  of  the  Federal  Constitution,"  by  which  is  in- 
,  tended,  '•  under  a  republican  form  of  Government  " 
I  guarantied  to  her  by  the  United  States  in  confor- 
I  mity  with  the  provisions  of  the  fourth  section  of  the 
I  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution.     And,  sir,  as  it 
j  regards  the  plenitude  of  the  rights  which  are  to  be 
!  acquired  by  this  admission,  it  is  declared  to  be  "  to 
i  theenjoymentof  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  im- 
I  munities  of  citizens  of  the  United  States."     Now 
I  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  the 
I  citizens  of  the  United  States,  is  a  phrase  of  the  most 
;  extensive  latitude,  and  must  necessarily  include  the 
I  momentous  and  inalienable  right  of  self-govern- 
j  nient,  which  appertains  to  all  the  States.   But  many 
j  of  the  States,  in  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  self-gov- 
j  emment,  have  established,  and  do  permit,  invdon- 
!  tary  servitude  within  their  limits.     Missouri,  then, 
when  admitted,  may  so  amend  her  constitution' 
under  the  enjoyment  of  the  .same  right,  as  to  ad- 


rait  slavery  within  her  jurisdiction.     And  yet, 


It 


IS  contended  that  Congress  can  impose  a  restric- 
tion which  the  State,  at  the  moment  of  her  ad- 
mission into  the  Union,  will  have  a  right  to  annul ' 
Again,  in  the  last  clause  of  this  section  it  is  ex- 
pressly agreed,  that,  "  in  the  meantime  they  shuU 
be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoy- 
'ment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion 
which  they  prolesa."     6ut  a  part  of  this  prop^ty 
tor  the  protection  of  which  the  United  States  stand 
thus  solemnly  pledged,  was,  unquestionably,  slave. 
1  be  Congress,  thus,  not  only  has  no  power  to  impose 
the  contemplated  restriction  on  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, when  admitted  into  the  Union  ;  but  havinjr 
guarantied  to  the  owners  of  slaves,  in  the  ceded 
territory,  the  (u^  enjoyment  of  their  property,  that 
body  could  not,  under  any  Territorial  regiilation 
have  imposed  such  a  restriction.     That  the  Gen- 
eral Government  thus  understood  the  obligations 
ol  the  treaty  may  be  lairly  inferred  from  its  prac- 
tice under  it.     Since  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana 
Irom  b  ranee,  no  attempt  has  been  made  by  Con- 
gress to  legislate  on  this  subject ;  and  the  mhab- 
itants  have  been  left  to  the  uncontrolled  managt- 
ment  and  du-ection  of  this  species  of  property     In 
the  year  1812  when  a  part  of  this  Territory,  under 
the  name  of  Louisiana,  was  admitted   into  the 
Union,  the  admission  was  unconditional  as  to  this 
subject,  and  that  part  of  the  territory  was  received 
on  the  footing  of  the  original  States. 

It  is  evident,  then,  before  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress the  General  Government  never  believed  itself 
possessed  of  any  authority  to  interfere  with  mvol- 
untary  servitude  within  the  territory  acquired  by 
the  treaty  of  the  30th  of  April,  1803.  And  no 
competent  authority,  I  reaUy  believe,  can  be  pro- 
duced for  such  interference  at  this  time.  Sound 
policy,  al.so,  Mr.  President,  forbids  the  imiwsition 
ot  the  contemplated  restriction.  Slavery  was  an 
evil  found  in  this  country  at  the  formation  of  the 
present  Government ;  and  it  was  tolerated  because 
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It  could  not  be  remedied.    And  how  is  it  ever  to 
be  remedied  ?     Surely  not  by  circumscribing  the 
slave  population  within  narrow  limits,  and  thereby 
rendering  their  numbers  equal  or  superior  to  the 
tree  population  of  the  States  to  which  you  would 
confine  them.     This  would  be  to  insure  their  per- 
petual servitude,  or  their  extirpation  by  the  sword. 
Ihe  color  of  this  people  must  for  ever  prevent 
their  amalgamation  into  the  common  mass  of  the 
population  by  intermarriage,  and  their  numbers 
in  such  a  «Ute  of  society,  would  threaten  an  influ- 
ence in  a  political  point  of  view,  which  would  al- 
ways prevent  their  emancipation.     As  to  the  idea 
ot  their  being  removed  from  this  country,  and  set- 
tled as  a  colony  in  some  other,  I  fear  i»  is  too 
Tisionary  lor  practical  men  to  rely  on.     While  we 
accord  to  the  benevolent  society  formed  for  this 
purpose  the  most  pure  and  exalted  motives,  is  it  at 
all  probable  their  means  will  ever  be  adequate  to 
the  end  they  have  m  view  7     But  disperse  this 
people,  who  would  be  so  formidable  when  confined 
to  narrow  limits ;  sufler  them  to  spread  over  an 
exten^ave  country,  and  they  would  be  lost  amidst 
the  great    body  of  the  white  population   which  1 
would  surround  them  on  every  side.     In  this  situ-  ' 
auon  they  might  be  gradually  emancipated  with- 
out endangering  the  safety  of  the  State  govern- 
ments;  and,  when  emancipated,    they  could  be 
supported  on  hire,  at  voluntary  servitude,  without 
greatly  lessening  the  productive  labor  of  the  coun- 
try.    But  should  they  never  be  emancipated  it  is 
unquestionably  the  duty  of  those  who  hold  them 
in  bondage,  and  of  the  nation  which  tolerates  the 
act  to  unite  in  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as 
shall  meliorate  theu  condition,  and  render  their 
servitude  not  more  burdensome  than  that  of  the 
laboring  class  of  any  other  section  of  the  nation 
The  comforts  and  privileges  of  this  people  being 
generally  in  an  inverse  ratio  to  the  numbers  placed 
on  any  one  plantationj  the  wider  their  dispersion 
the  greater  wUl  be  their  comforts  and  the  less  bur- 
densome their  servitude.    If  the  voice  of  humanity 
then,  13  to  decide  this  question,  it  wUl  be  found 
against  the  restriction,  as  cutting  off  the  only  hope 
of  eventual  emancipation,  while  it  lessens  the  com- 
forts  and   increases   the  labors  of  the  servitude 
which  it  renders  inevitable. 

But,  sir,  there  is  yet  another  view  in  which  this 
restriction  is  condemned  by  the  soundest  policy 
The  union  of  these  States  is  the  foundation  of 
our  individual  happiness  and  national  prosperity. 
Whatever  has  a  tendency,  however  remotely,  to 
put  at  hazard  this  inestimable  blessing,  should  ex- 
cite our  warmest  opposition.     But  the  strength  of 
this  Union  mast  depend  upon  the  sameness  of  the 
political  institutions,  and  the  equality  of  the  rights 
which  are  secured  to  the  States  that  compose  it. 
No  confederation  can  long  outhve  the  occasion 
which  gave  birth  to  it,  unless  it  is  the  interest  of 
all  the  parts  to  continue  united.     The  Roman  and 
Grecian  confederacies,  formed  for  external  defence 
were  powerful  for  that  purpose  whUe  the  causes 
which  produced  them  were  in  operation.     But  no 
*^°?  T^  ^^^  outward  pressure  withdrawn,  by 
which,  like  a  spell,  their  component  parts  had  been 
bound  together,  than  the  discordancy  of  the  politi- 
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cal  materials  with  which  they  were  composed  be 
gan  to  appear ;  and  they  became  the  unhappy  vic- 
tuns  of  distmion  and  civil  war ! 

The  confederacies  of  Germany,  Holland,  and 
the  bwiss  Cantons,  promised  at  one  time  to  be 
perpetual.    But  that  of  Germany  bemg  constructed 
of  free  cities  and  petty  States,  governed  by  differ- 
ent Fnnces,  could  not  W  withstand  this  serious 
imperfecUon  in  its  internal  organization.     While 
the  States  which   formed   the  others,  estranged 
Irom  the  General  Government  by  the  inequality 
ol   the  rights  which  they  enjoyed,  became  a  prey 
to  the  policy  of  their  ambitious  neighbors.    But 
the  wise  framers  of  our  admirable  ConsUtution 
with  a  forecast  as  to  consequences  which  does  in- 
hnite  honor  to  them,  have  taken  care  to  insure  to 
all  these  States  the  same  form  of  government  by 
makmg  it  the  duty  of  the  United  States  to  gua^n- 
ty  to  every  State  m  this  Union  a  republican  form 
of  government.     This  great  provision,  so  essential 
to  the  soundness  and  duration  of  a  confederacy  is 
thus  secured  to  us.    And  I  have  no  doubt  it  was 
telieved  the  other  great  principle  of  equality  of 
State  rights  was  also  settled  by  the  same  instru- 
ment.    Is  It  then  politic  in  Congress,  by  a  con- 
structive legislation,  to  impose  restrictions  upon 
the  States  hereafter  to  be  admitted  mto  the  Union  • 
thereby  producing  an  invidious  inequality  in  the 
rights  and  privUeges  of  the  States  ?     WUl  this  not 
betosowtheseeds  of  jealousy  and  distrust?  whose 
baneful  fruits,  I  fear,  may  be  disaffection,  opposi- 
Uon,  and  disunion.     Shall the-fair prospects ofthis 
younff  and  rismg  nation  be  shrouded  in  darkness 
that  the  sickly  suggestions  of  a  visionary  humanity 
may  be  indulgetTj    ISor,  sir,  let   it  be  imagined 
that  I  magnify  the  evils  which  may  growoiit  of 
this  amendment. 

Causes,  apparently  inconsiderable,  have  often 
produced  consequences  highly  momentous.     The 
exactions  of  the  British  Parliament  against  the 
r^hts  of  the  then  colonies  of  this  western  hemi.s- 
phere,  trifling  in  degree,  but  importont  in  princi- 
ple, awakened   that  spirit  of  resistance  which  led 
to  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  finally  consum- 
mated  the  independence  of   this  nation!    The 
gentle  stream  which  rises  almost  unperceived  from 
eneath  your  feet,  increased  and  strengthened  in 
its  course,  bv  others  equally  contemptible  in  their 
origm,  swells  at  length  into  a  resistless  torrent: 
and  the  kindlmg  of  a  spark  often  ends  in  the  con- 
flagration of  a  city. 

Impose  this  restriction,  sir.  and  it  wUl  lead  to 
omCTs.    Every  interest   in   the  nation,  when   it 
shall  become  strong  enough  to  pursue  its  favorite 
object,  will  plead  this  as  a  precedent,  and,  in  the 
exercise  of  the  power  it  may  have  acquired,  will 
not  hesitate  to  exact  such  further  conditions  from 
the  new  States  as  shall  suit  its  purpose — until  the 
States,  hereafter  to  be  admitted,  will  not  be  so 
inuch  distinguished  by  the  dates  of  their  admis- 
sion,»  as  the  inequality  of  the  rights  which  they 
naay  be  permitted  to  enjoy  under  the  confedera- 
tion.    Under  such  a  course  of  policy,  I  do  not  say 
the  Union  must  inevitably  be  dissolved.    But,  I 
must  be  permitted  to  say,  any  Union  which  can 
subsist  under  such  circumstances  will  be  scarcely 
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worth  maintaining.  The  contemplated  restric- 
tion, then,  sir,  is,  in  my  humble  view  of  the  ques- 
tion, unauthorized  by  the  Constitution ;  is  in  con- 
travention of  the  provisions  of  a  solemn  treaty; 
and  opposed  by  the  suggestions  of  sound  policy. 

Mr.  MoRRiL,  of  New  Hampshire,  said  it  was 
with  reluctance  that  he  rose  to  address  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  on  this  subject.     I  approach  it, 
said  he,  fully  impr^sed  with  the  peculiar  sensibil- 
ity which  is  excited  in  this  House  when  it  is  dis- 
cussed.    I  am  not  insensible  of  the  force  of  argu- 
ment, the  power  of  eloquence,  and  the  weight  of 
numbers,  those  must  encounter  who  taKe  the  af- 
firmative of  this  question.     But,  sir,  it  is  a  duty 
which  I  cannot  evade  without  doing  violence  to 
my  own  conscience  and  disappointing  the  expec- 
tation of  that  respectable  portion  of  community 
whom  I  have  the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent,     ft 
is  a  duty  I  owe  to  myself,  mv  constituents,  and  my 
country.     The  decision  of  this  question,  sir,  is  not 
to  affect  a  small  section  of  the  country  only,  but  a 
territory  more  extensive  than  all  the  rest  of  the 
United  States  will  have  occasion  to  look  back  upon 
the  measures  of  this  Congress  with  joy  or  sorrow, 
delight  or  regret,  perhaps,  to  the  last  period  of 
time.    Yes,  sir,  unborn  millions  will  feel  the  effects 
of  your  laws,  and  rise  up  and  call  you  blcs.«sed,  or 
justly  execrate  the  policy  that  permits  one  portion 
of  the  citizens  to  trample  on  the  rights  of  the  other, 
and  transform  those  into  despots,  and  these  into 
enemies  of  their  country. 

Mr.  President,  when  I  calt  my  eye  over  this 
widely-extended  empire,  and  behold  it  still  extend- 
ing, I  inquire,  with  deep  solicitude  and  inexpressi- 
ble anxiety,  what  will  be  the  situation  of  my  be- 
loved country  a  century  or  half  a  century  to  come  ? 
Will  this  growing  Republic  rise  like  the  cedar  of 
Lebanon,  and  flourish  like  the  palm  tree?  Will 
Its  extensive  branches  and  fragrant  leaves  cheer 
and  heal  the  innumerable  inhabitants  of  this  im- 
mense domain  ?  Will  its  civil  and  religious  liber- 
ties be  preserved  ?  Will  its  intellectual  and  moral 
improvements  progress  and  keep  pace  with  its 
rapid  population  and  increasing  wealth  ?  Sir,  his- 
tory furnishes  us  with  no  fact  on  which  we  can 
found  this  hope.  Republics  have  risen  and  fallen, 
empires  have  been  shaken,  and  kingdoms  demol- 
ished. But,  sir,  for  my  country  I  would  ardently 
desire  a  better  fate,  that  she  may  convey  to  posterity 
her  inestimable  blessings,  and  thereby  outlive  the 
convulsions  of  nations. 

Mr.  President,  this  may  be  the  ca.se ;  but  to  in- 
sure it,  our  Government  must  be  wisely  adminis- 
tered, our  liberties  and  morals  preserved  from  con- 
tamination, and  the  principles  of  the  original  com- 
pact—"  the  palladium  of  our  rights"— kept  sacred 
and  entire.  This  will  cement  the  bonds  of  affec- 
tion, sustain  the  Union,  and  give  that  energy  to 
the  Government  that  the  combined  power  and  in- 
fluence of  the  world  will  be  unable  to  impair. 
But,  sir,  violate  these,  and  this  political  fabric  is 
racked  to  its  centre.  As  an  honorable  gentleman 
intimated,  it  may  occasion  a  tremor  in  the  West, 
agitation  in  the  East,  and  convulsion  in  the  centre' 
and  chaos  through  the  whole.  ' 

Watch  them  with  caution  and  vigilance,  and 


this  growing  Republic  rises  as  the  cedar  and  »oar« 
as  the  eagle. 

Sir,  we  are  as  liberal  and  as  accommodating  as 
any  people  on  earth,  and  we  are  as  tenacious  of 
our  rights.  We  know  how  weobuined  thera,  and 
we  know  how  to  preserve  them. 

Mr.  President,  our  forefathers  quit  the  land  of 
their  nativity,  the  air  which  gave  them  birth,  the 
as.sociates  of  their  youth,  that  they  might  enjoy  civil 
and  religious  liberty.     These  were  more  precious 
than  the  possession  of  wealth,  and  the  society  of 
friends  in  a  land  of  intolerance.     They  ploughed 
the  mighty  deep,  they  endured  fatigue  and  danger, 
and   implanted   themselves   on    the    inhospitable 
shores t>f  a  savage  land,  and  there  they  en-cted  the 
standard  of  liberty.     They  were  Republicans  in 
heart,  pious  in  their  proression,  and  virtuous  in 
their  practice.     But  they  were  not  beyond  the  reach 
of  oppression  ;  the  strong  arm  of  power  was  ex- 
tended across  the  Atlantic.     They  lelt  their  weak- 
ness and  dependence ;  they  saw  the  hand  which 
had  been  extended  for  their  pre^rvation  and  safe- 
ty; they  implored  a  divine  benediction.     Sir.  the 
cause  of  this  country  was  the  cause  of  liberty,  of 
truth,  and  of  righteousness.     A  kind  Providence 
interposed,  and   we  were  strangely  rescued  from 
the  iron  grasp  of  an  unrelenting  foe. 

Omnipotent  was  the  power,  and  marvellous  was 
the  deliverance  I 

Mr.  President,  independence  was  the  high  des- 
tiny of  America;  it  was  the  dtcree  of  the  Holy 
One;  its  banner  was  unfurled  ;  its  enjoyments  an- 
ticijated;  liberty  and  equality  had  •' free  course  ;*' 
and  a  Constitution,  the  admiration  of  the  world, 
the  dread  of  tyrants  and  the  boast  of  freemen,  grew 
out  of  the  mightv  conflict.     This,  sir,  is  the  in- 
strument which  I  have  sworn  to  support,  the  polar 
star  to  direct  my  legislative  course.     Let  no  un- 
hallowed touch  profane  the  .sacred  ark  of  your  lib- 
mies;  preserve  it  inviolate,  and  its  light,  like^the 
fiery    pillar   of  captive  Israel,  will  conduct- vou 
salely  through  ail   the  toils  and  perils  of  your 'po- 
litical journey,  cheer  the  desert  of  your  Western 
country    and  cau.se  the  hearts  of  millions  to  re- 
joice.    Sir,  this  IS  the  standard  around  which  we 
rally.     Guard  it  with  watchfulness,  and  you  are 
safe ;  violate,  or  pervert  it,  and  a  train  of  evils,  too 
dreadful  to  imagine,  will  be  the  probable  result. 
8ir,  do  you  demand  proof  of  our  patriotism  and 
attachment  to  our  Constitution  and  country  ?    We 
point  you  to  Bunker  Hill,  Bennington,  Trenton, 
^rinceton,  and  Monmouth.     We  have   met  the 
Power  that  spurned  us,  we  took  our  lives  in  our 
hands,  and  faced   the  foe  that  bid  us  defiance, 
rhis  was  the  day  that  tried  men's  souls.     We  have 
lavishiHl  our  strength,  our  treasure,  and  our  blood, 
in  the  first  and  second  war,  to  sustain,  triumphant, 
the  ark  of  American  liberty.     In  the  name,  then 
ol  our  Constitution  and  your  plighted  faith,  with 
confidence  bordering  on  certainty,  we  approach  an 
enlightened,  liberal,  and  magnanimous  Legisla- 
ture, and  only  ask  the  protection  and  preservation 
of  our  guarantied  privileges.     We  do  not  mean, 
sir,  in  the  attitude  of  humblt  .suppliants,  to  im- 

E lore  a  favor  for  which  we  have  no  just' claim: 
ut  to  remind  you  of  your  solemn  compact— our 
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mutual  agreement.  Sir,  are  pledges  of  our  sin- 
cerity and  integrity  required  f  We  present  you 
the  best  securities  of  which  a  Republic  can  boast- 
faith  never  violated,  heart*  never  corrupted,  valor 
never  surpassed,  and  affections  cemented  to  the 
Government  by  ties  of  reciprocal  advantage.' 

Mr.  President,  I  have  arrived  at  a  point  which 
I  lament  I  am  compelled  to  disclose.     It  is  my  de- 
liberate opinion,  that  the  uncontrolled  extension  of 
involuntary  servitude  will  tend  to  impair  all  those 
virtuous  qualities  that  I  have  named,  which  I  deem 
the  stamina,  nerve,  muscle,  and  hope  of  the  nation. 
Alienation  of  affection  and  discord  are  the  ruin  of 
a  country.     "United  we  stand— divided  we  fall." 
Sir,  the  magnitude  of  this  subject,  the  impor- 
tance which  I  conceive  is  attached  to  it,  and  the 
viul  principle  which  will  be  affected   in  its  final 
decision,  are  the  only  apology  which  I  offer,  for 
yiewmg  it  m  the  several  points  of  light  in  which 
it  presents  itself  to  my  understanding.     In  the  first 
place,  to  clear  the  most  formidable  obstacle  out  of 
the  way,  I  shall  endeavor  to  demonstrate,  that 
Congress   have  a   right   and   power   to   prohibit 
slavery   in  every  territory  within  its  dominion, 
and  m  every  State,  formed  of  territory  acquired 
without  the  limits  of  the  original  States. 

This  right  and  power  are  derived  from  the  Con- 
stitution; article  1,  section  9.     "The  migration 
or  importationofsuch  persons  as  any  of  the  States 
*  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not 
'  be  prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior  to  the  year 
loUo. 

Here  is  a  grant  of  power  suspended  for  a  cer- 
tain period.  It  amounts  to  this:  Congress  may, 
after  the  year  1808,  pass  laws  to  prohibit  the  mi- 
gration and  importation  pf  slaves.  I  understand 
the  sense  and  meaaing  of  this  clause  to  be,  that 
the  power  of  the  Congress,  although  competent 
to  prohibit  such  migration  and  importation,  was 
not  to  be  exercised  with  respect  to  the  then  existing 
Slates,  (and  them  only.)  until  theyear  1808;  but  that 
the  Congress  were  at  liberty  to  make  such  prohi- 
bition as  to  any  new  State  which  might,  in  the  mean 
time,  be  established.  And  further,  that,  from  and 
after  that  period,  they  were  authorized  to  make 
such  prohibition  as  to  all  the  States,  whether  new 
or  old. 

It  will,  I  presume,  be  admitted,  that  slaves  were 
the  persons  intended.  The  word  slaves  was  avoid- 
ed, probably  on  account  of  the  existing  toleration 
of  slavery,  and  its  discordancy  with  the  principles 
of  the  Revolution;  and  from  a  consciouness  of^its 
being  repugnant  to  the  following  positions  in  the 
Declaration  of  independence:  "We  hold  these 
'  truths  to  be  self-evident;  that  all  men  are  created 
'  equal;  that  they  areendowed  by  their  Creator  with 
'  certain  inalienable  rights;  that  among  these  are 
*  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness." 

That  this  exposition  is  correct,  I  infer  from  the 
common  acceptation  of  words,  and  the  fact  that 
Congress  did,  in  March  1807,  pass  a  law  to  take 
effect  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1808,  prohibit- 
ing the  further  importation  of  slaves.  No  objec- 
tion has  been  made  to  the  constitutionality,  expe- 
diency, or  policy  of  this  law.  The  whole  nation 
viewed  it  as  one  step  towards  accomplishing  the 


object  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  evidently 
had  in  view.  It  may  be  of  use  to  as  to  inquire, 
what  was  the  understanding,  and  what  was  their 
design,  in  introducing  this  paragraph  into  that  in- 
strument? If  you  examine  the  Journals  of  the 
Federal  Convention,  sir,  you  wUl  find  it  was  not 
hastily  or  incautiously  adopted,  without  delibera- 
tion, but  after  critical  analysis  and  profound  investi- 
gation. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  a  sound  principle  in  expound- 
ing a  law,  to  give  to  every  word  a  meaning  and 
an  operation,  and  be  governed  by  the  evident  de- 
sign of  the  legislators ;  so,  in  explaining  the  Con- 
stitution, we  are  surely  on  safe  ground,  to  pursue 
the  object  its  authors  evidently  had  in  view,  by 
giving  to  every  word  some  meaning  and  operation. 
Does  It  not  appear,  from  the  words  of  that  instru- 
ment, it  was  their  intention  to  arrest  the  progress 
and  prevent  the  further  extension  of  involuntary 
servitude  ?  Let  common  sense  put  a  purport  upon 
our  Declaration  of  Independence,  the  letter  of  our 
Constitution,  and  the  spirit  of  our  Government, 
and  this  must  be  the  result. 

It  is  well  understood,  that  this  question  tried  the 
feelings  and  excited  the  interest  of  that  body  per- 
haps more  than  any  question  they  discussed.     But 
to  obtain  a  Constitution,  they  came  to  a  compro- 
mise; and,  in  this  compromise,  there  were  mutual 
sacrifices.     The  large    Sutes  agreed   that  each 
should  have  two.'members  in  the  Senate,  and  the 
non-slaveholdingy. States  consented  that  the  black 
population  should  come  into  the  calculation  in  the 
apportionment  of  members  in  the  House  of  Repre> 
sentatives,  and  the  payment  of  direct  taxes.    It 
was  the  opinion  of  some,  that  involuntary  servi- 
tude ought  to  be  totally  excluded;  and  of  others, 
that  it  could  not  be,  but  might  be  meliorated  and  re- 
strained.    This   produced   the  compromise,  "the 
States  now  existing,"  which  have  admitted  slavery, 
may  continue  to  do  so,  on  this  condition:  "Con- 
gress may,  after  the  year  1808,"  pass  laws  to  pre- 
vent the  "migration"  and  further  "importatioo" 
of  slaves.     To  this  proposition  they  agreed.    This 
confirmed  the  comract.     It  is  now  binding  on  the 
whole.     And  this  Congress  are  to  be  controlled  by 
its   principles.     We   wish  neither  to  disturb  the 
compact,   nor   violate  our  plighted  faith.      We 
lament  the  degraded  sittiation  of  the  slaves,  and 
the  misforttme  of  those  who  hold  them ;  but  we 
mean  to  attach  no  blame  to  them;  it  is  an  evil  {wo- 
duced   by  a  cause  which  was  never  within  the 
reach  of  the  present  generation. 

Sir,  the  words  " migration"  and  "importation" 
are   used.     I   am  bound,   by  every  principle  of 
analogy,  to  give  them  a  meaning  and  operation. 
I  am  not  allowed  to  believe  that  they  are  placed 
here  without  design  and  without  meaning.     They 
are  not  synonjinous ;  they  mean  different  things. 
"Importation,"  has  been  explained  by  the  law  of 
1808,  and  means  the  bringing  of  persons  or  things 
froin  a  foreign  country  to  this.     The  meaning  of 
"  migration,"  is  more  circumscribed ;  it  is  merely 
changing  place  of  residence.    "Importation"  can- 
not take  place  without  "migration," but  "migra- 
tion "may  be  effected  without  "importation"  or  ex- 
portation.   Hence,  the  letter,  spirit,  and  true  mean- 
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iM  of  the  compact  is,  "the  States  now  existing," 
which  have  thought  proper  to  admit  slavery,  may 
retain  their  slaves  as  long  as  they  please;  buL 
after  %  conunencement  of  1808,  Congress  may 
by  law  prohibit  the  importation  of  any  more,  and 
restrain  those  who  are  then  in  serviti^de  to  the 
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ber  10,  1790,  and  the  ordinance  of  July  13,  1787 
The  old  Congress  proceeded  upon  uniform  and 
immutable  principles,  which  grow  out  of  the  na- 
ture of  thin^,  the  nature  of  Government,  and  the 
condition  ot  mankind.  Thcv  viewed  every  State 
as  a  limited  sovereignty  whose  interests  were  m- 
conx)rated  with  thn<u>  of  tha  rT«;^-.  .u^.  .i. 


which  admitted  slavery  at  .he  time  TihViin^  ' .  '  '°  ''I""  °"  "«'"''  "'  "><i<'I>«id<'nt 

doo  of  this  co„.,t„.s."*  H^:;^^^\  .r^Trd'L'?et;":?k,?^^ ""  -'"'•"  f"""-  '- 

tended,  and  none  other,  seems  to  bTt^  cZrZ    Z  'f^'^Jative  control  of  that  StatP.     On 

admit  a  doubt.     ''The  mig^tion  of  suTh  pl?s^ns    10  l?S)°"^  T^'  ^^''^^  '^'  '?^^''  °^  ^'^^' 
♦  (slaves)  as  any  of  the  Stltes  no  w  existing  sS  I    'hi     T^  ,   The  unappropriated  lands  that  may 

;  think  proper  to'  admit,  shalFnoT J  ^rohlK'b  '  ^taTe'fhJu  ^  di^^:e1  H^oTk''  ^"^  '""'T'l'  » 
*Uie  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1808"  "  Th^  '  nfX' ITn  „?ft  T  J'^' ^''*.*'''™"'^^ 
'  importatfon  of  such  persons  r slaves)  as  anv  nf  i  '  fn,l^  .  ^n^^^t";-  *"*^  ^  ^^"'^d'  «"d  formed 
'  the  States  now  existmg  sha^k  n  o^r'  to  '  cn^.  '"'L^'Py^'L""^  ^'^'*'^'  ^^^'^  ^^all  be- 
'  admit,  shall  not  be  proibi.ed  by  ?he  cTJreS  i  '  1^^^""^^.  V^'  ^^''""^  ^'"•^'  '^"d  have 
'  prior  to  the  year  1808,  but  a  tax  or  dut>  3^  i  ^  aI^T  "^^'"  2^  -sovereignty,  freedom,  and  in- 
'  imnosed  on  such  importation,  not  exc^dki/t^  nrtnHnli  .k'^J^^  other  States."  On  the  same 
'  do^  for  each  perso^"  This  imporS;^o;i"?oulS  fh  ^  ^^'l"  IwJ^r  '""'.  '^".^  '^[^^-'ory  of 
not  be  entirely  suppressed  tUl  1808;  but  might  be  Jdv  ^7  U.I  f  J'*''^'^-  ^^^  f>'"dinance  of 
checked  by  a  tax.  If  these  words  are  synonyrnous  '  thJullrn^^  ^l'""^  ^^.^  ^""'^''y  ^^orthwest  of 
they  are  convertible  terms.  ShouldT U  S  ^ '-Thr  ^.^rL"^"  ^T^^  ^'^^'^  ''^  "^^^'^  ^Y^'- 
there  were  three  hundred  persons  migrated  mo  I '  3rvitud^  ^n  tt  ""!i^:'  ''"""y  T  •"^•«^>"ntary 
Savannah,  in  the  ship  ElizaVwould  noTthe  mean-  '  Te  n^.l^.i^  .  ""r^  '^'''''''^'  otherwise  than  ij 
mg  be  obscure?  A^in,  fifty  families  havTr^  •  hallTit  S!°' /(  "'"'^'  ^*^*'^^''  '^'  f^^^Y 
cently  imported  into  tlie  State  of  lUinof',  is  e^ua  ly  I  the  obims  o^h"is  J  v''°"''''^''  7^'^  ^^^'«'^ 
unmeaning;  but  convert  the  terms,  and  the  sen^  ' '  ,he  SnrSLr.  "'•^'°^"<^^  ?"•'  "^or  extending 
is  perfectly  intelligible.  '  °^    ,  m1  ,      T  u^r'  P"°5'P'«'  ^f  civil  and  religious 

And,  sir,  if  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  I  ^  n,S'  ?k  .  ^°''"'  ^''Z  ^^'^  whereon  these  Re- 
viewed slavery  an  evU,  (a  fact  of  which  wirin  ^  K.  fi  '  '^''  laws  and  constitutions,  are  erected; 
not  doubt,)  the  progre4\f  Xh^hey  m^Int  °o  I  of  fin""''  ''"^^^^'^  "^^^  Principles'  as  the  b^is 
arrest,  in  my  view,1io  other  consistent  "xplana-  '  ?or:  r^^Xr  1^."^?'  *«7™'"-"t^  which 
tion  can  be  given  to  this  clause,  in  that  instrument  ' '  nto^  tn  12' J  V^l^  ^''"^"'  '"  ^^^  "^'^  ter- 
than  the  one  I  have  suggested.  No  other  coS  '  ^  ^!,Tfi.  PT'**^^*''  ^^  establishment  of  States, 
could  effect  the  object  prfmarily  m \ iew  and  th^  I '  cn.f  J-f""  »*^'°'^'°"  !«/  ^^are  in  the  Federa 
was  adopted  by  niutual  agreement.  Si'r,^rm  ' '  St^t«  '^i?  ""  ,^""'  ^r'"^  ^'^^  '^'  ^'^^^^^^ 
me  to  ast,  why  have  the  Javeholdmg  StetC^v  I '  1^1,1  ^^f'''  P^"^'  '^^  "^^^  ^  consistent 

reason  to  complam  ?     Have  they  not  ail  tha7thev      ^*^ '^^^  ^^^^''^l 'nterest.' 

had  ren.^n   t/^  „,^..  7     u-__  ^  °°'  "'  *^^i  ^^^X  I      The  Compact  between  the  several  States  makinir 

e  cession,  and  thU  /i..ri;»^^„„ j     i       .      "» 


*'  II  if 


any  more?  Why,  then,  may  we  not  be  content 
0  maintein  and  adhere  to  our  original  agreement  ? 
individuals  entering  into  society  must  give  up  a 
share  of  liberty  to  preserve  the  rest.  The  Con- 
stitution  is  the  result  of  a  spirit  of  amity,  and  of 
that  mutual  deference  and  concession,  which  the 
peculiaritv  of  our  political  situation  rendered  in- 
dispensable."* 

section  of  the  Constitution  which  respects  the 
migration  and  importation  of  slaves,  I  shall  now 
attempt  to  show  that  Congress  have  a  right  to 
prescribe  regulations  for  territories,  and  conditions 
on  the  admission  of  new  States  into  the  Union 
i^^^y  be  argued  from  the  resolution  of  Octo- 

•  Mr.  Jay',  letter  to  .Mr.  Boudinot,  Norember,  1819. 


ilfl^ K^"'  ^"1^'"'  «r^'"a«''^.  were  declared  "  un- 
^n,r.n  ;.  ^'^''^"'^he  consent  of  both  parties; 
and  all  the  States  formed  of  that  territo  y  have 
be^n  admmed  into  the  Union  ''on  an  e,ua^  Z" 
iDg  With  the  original  States,"  with  this  express 

xtr^„"f;£  ■"™'™-v  servitude  wjrr 
pnLt.e5r„7'enj^,^.:i  ^'::frX^='^ 

ernment,  Congress  supposed  they  possessed,  and 
on  this  ground  pas.vHl  the  ordinance  of  1787  re- 
specting their  territories.  ' 

nJl!.'"^^"^  n^  ***'l  J".*Ji<^'o«^  and  only  efficient 
practice,  I  call  in  the  aid  of  the  Constitution  arti- 
cle 4,  section  3:  "Congress  shall  have  ^^^ 
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dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regula- ! 
tions  respecung,  the  territory  or  other  property  of  i 
the  United  States."  r    r     j       , 

What  is  this  tract  of  country  ?     Is  it  a  State  or  ' 
a  Territory  ?    If  a  State,  then  she  may  legislate  I 
for  herself;  if  a  Territory,  then  Congress  have' 
power  to  regulate.     It  is  not  a  State  till  admitted  j 
into  the  Union   by  an  act  of  Congress.     This  is 
clear,  because  should  Congress  pass  a  law  to  ad-  I 
mit  Missouri  into  the  Union  on  conditions,  and  : 
those  be  rejected,  •she  remains  still  a  Territory. 
Then  every  legislative  act.  previous  to  thai  of  ad- 
mission, is  a  "  regulation  respecting  a  Territory." 
And,  under  this  provision  of  the  Constitution,  in 
connexion  with  the  immutable  principles  of  ra- 
tional government,  conditions  have  uniformly  been 
incorporated  in  the  acts  admitting  new  States  into 
the  Union,  as  well  as  those  which  related  to  terri- 
torial government. 

If  Congress  have  a  Constitutional  right  to  **  make 
all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the 
territories,"  then  it  follows,  fx  ri  tfrmini.  that  they 
have  equal  right  to  exercise  their  discretion  in  de- 
ciding what  "  rules  and  regulations  are  needful." 
The  power  to  make  rules,  and  not  a  right  to  exer- 
cise discretion  in  adjusting  them,  would  be  a  com- 
plete nullity.  Previous  to  the  year  1808,  Congress 
did  suppose,  without  the  aid  of  this  clause  in  the 
Constitution,  they  possessed  sovereign  power  and 
control  over  their  territories.  Under  this  very  just 
impression  a  law  was  passed,  m  April,  1798,  pro- 
hibiting the  importation  of  slaves  into  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory— Vol.  1,  page  40,  sec.  7: 

•*  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  from  and  after 
the  establishment  of  the  aforesaid  government,  it  ihall 
not  be  lawful  for  any  person  or  prraonM  to  import  or 
bring  into  the  Mid  Missiaaippi  Territory,  from  any 
[K>rt  or  place  wnliin  the  limits  of  the  United  Sutes,  or 
to  cause  or  procure  to  be  so  imported  or  brought,  or 
aid  in  bringing,  any  «lave ;  and  being  convicted,  dtc, 
•hall  forfeit  and  pay  th-^oe  hundred  dollars,  Ac.  and 
the  slave  be  entitled  to  freeiiom." 

This  distinctly  shows,  that  Congress  supposed 
their  power  over  the  Territories  more  extensive 
than  that  over  the  States ;  because  over  them  they 
could  not  pass  a  prohibitory  statute  till  1808.  The 
same  fact  appears  from  the  act  of  Congress  of 
March,  1^04,  "erecting  Louisiana  into  two  Ter- 
ritories.'"    Sec.  10—"  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any 


tution*"*'  ""^  ****  Convention  that  framed  the  Consti- 


'  person  or  persons  to  import  or  bring  into  the  sai^ 
'  rerritory,  from  any  port  or  place  without  the 
'  limits  or  the  United  States,  &c.,  any  slave  or 
'  slaves ;  and  every  person  so  offending.  Ac,  shall 
'  forfeit  three  hundred  dollars,  and  the  slave  shall 
'  receive  his  or  her  freedom."  "  It  shall  not  be 
'  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  to  import  or 
'  bring  into  the  said  Territory,  from  any  port  or 
'  place  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States. 
'  any  slave  or  slaves  which  shall  have  been 
'  imported  since  the  first  day  of  May,  1798,   or 

*  which  may  hereafter  be  imported,  such  person 

•  shall  forfeit,  <kc.  three  hundred  dollars ;  and  no 

♦  slave  or  slaves  shall,  directly  or  indirectly,  be  in- 
'  troduced  into  said  Territory,  except  by  a  citizen 
'  of  the  Unted  States,  removing  into  said  Territory 

*  for  actual  settlement,  and  being  at  the  time  of 


'  such  removal  bona  fide  owner  of  such  slave  or 
'  slaves ;  and  every  slave  brought  into  said  Terri- 
'  tory,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall 
'  receive  his  or  her  freedom." 

From  these  facts  it  very  obviously  appears  that 
Congress  had,  and  did  exercise,  the  power  of  in- 
hibiting the  importation,  and  even  the  migration, 
of  slaves,  into  its  territories,  directly  or  indirectly, 
otherwise  than  by  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
removing  thither  for  actual  senlement,  and  being 
at  the  time  bona  fide  owner  of  the  slave.  And  this 
previous  to  the  time  that  the  ninth  section  in  the 
first  article  of  the  Constitution  took  effect;  of 
course  the  power  must  be  deriwd  from  some  other 
clause  in  the  Constitution — p^haps  that  which 
authorizes  Congress  to  regulate  commerce,  or  from 
the  immutable  principle  that  all  legitimate  Gov- 
ernments have  an  inherent  right  to  exercise  sove- 
reign control  over  its  territories. 

Mr.  President,  I  ask,  then,  if  that  provision  in 
the  Constitution  diminishes  this  power? 

Congress  have  prohibited  the  importation  of 
slaves  into  any  Sute  of  the  Union.  Does  not  the 
same  clause  in  the  Constitution  give  them  power 
to  prohibit  the  "migration  and  importation"  of 
slaves  into  the  Territory  or  State  of  Missouri? 

That  Congress  would  have  power  to  prohibit 
slavery  in  its  acquired  territory,  it  seems,  was  the 
opinion  of  North  Carolina  and  Greorgia,  by  the 
compact  ceding  the  territory  of  which  Tennessee, 
.Mississippi,  and  Alabama  are  composed  ;  because 
they  expressly  stipulate  that  the  territory  shall  be 
governed,  and  the  States  admitted  in  tlie  Union, 
according  to  the  ordinance  of  1787,  "  that  article 
only  excepted  which  forbids  slavery ;"  and  in  the 
cession  by  .\orth  Carolina,  provided  no  regulation 
made  or  to  be  made  by  Congress  shall  tend  to 
emancipate  slaves. 

For  these  provisos  there  are  reasons;  this  terri- 
tory was  detached  from  States  where  slavery  was 
tolerated  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution ;  and  they,  as  sovereigns  of  the  soil,  had 
a  right,  in  the  cession,  to  make  this  reservation. 
And  it  has  been  scrupulously  observed.  No  objec- 
tion has  ever  been  made.  Tennessee,  Mississippi, 
and  Alabama,  have  all  been  admitted  on  terms  of 
agreement.     We  mean  to  keep  the  compact 

But,  with  respect  to  Missouri,  we  view  the  mat- 
ter materially  different.  This  is  a  part  of  the  Lou- 
isiana purchase.  Bought  with  the  common  fund, 
of  course  the  common  interest  must  be  consulted. 
Missouri  has  no  claim  to  this  superior  political 
power.  She  may  be  admitted  with  all  the  rights, 
advantage-^,  and  immunities,  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  which  are  derived  from  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States;  and  these  are  all  to 
which  Missouri  has  any  claim,  and  all  which  Con- 
gress have  any  power  to  impart. 

Mr.  President,  Congress  have  a  sovereign  power 
over  its  territories.  If  States  have  a  right  to  abol- 
ish slavery,  when  they  make  a  cession  of  territory, 
they  make  a  transfer  of  this  power.  If  there  had 
been  no  reservation  in  the  cessions  made  by  North 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  Congress  would  have  had 
power  to  prohibit  slavery  in  that  territory,  because 
they  had  that  power ;  hence,  where  there  is  no 
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reservation,  there  is  no  restriction  of  power.     If 
the  possessors  of  a  territory  are  the  sovereigns  of 
the  domain,  then,  when  they  make  a  cession  of  [ 
territory,  they  transfer  all  the  power  they  possessed,  i 
If  France  bad  a  right  to  abolish  slavery  in  Lou-  | 
isiana,  then,  when  slie  ceded  that  territory,  she 
transferred  that  power  to  the  United  States,  unless 
restrained  by  stipulation,  whioh,  1  contend,  is  not 
the  ca.se.      Has  the  Government  this  power,  then 
jshe  may  make  a  law  to  inhibit  slavery  in  this  ter- 
ritory, because  "Congress  have  a  right  to  make  all 

*  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  car- 
**  r)ing  into  execution  all  the  powers  vested  by  the 

*  Constitution  in  the  Government  of  the  United 

*  States,  or  in  any  department  or  office  thereof.' 

Mr.  President,  '"new  States  may  be  admitted  by 
the  Congress  into  this  Union."  Congress  may 
admit  or  refuse.  If  Congress  may  refuse,  then 
they  may  admit  upon  condition.  If  they  may 
admit  upon  condition,  then  they  may  exercise  their 
discretion  in  deciding  what  thoseconditions  shall  be. 

Now,  sir,  it  will  he  my  object  to  show  that  Con- 
gress have  uniformly  gone  upon  this  principle.  In 
every  instance  where  new  States  have  been  ad- 
mitted. Congress  have  prescribed  conditions  at  their 
discretion,  except  in  the  admission  of  Vermont. 
The  act  admitting  this  State  was  approved  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1791.  The  situation  of  this  district  was 
different  from  any  other.  After  having  been  ab- 
solved from  any  political  connexion  with  her  neigh- 
bors, she  formed  a  republican  constitution,  peti- 
tioned Congress  for  the  purpose, and  was  "  admitted 
into  this  Union  as  a  new  and  entire  member  of  the 
United  States  of  America.-'  The  act  for  the  ad- 
mission of  Kentucky  was  approved  the  same  month, 
1791.  This  district,  being  part  of  the  territory  of 
Virginia,  previous  to  her  bemg  admitted  into  the 
Umon  the  consent  of  this  Commonwealth  must  be 
given.  Accordingly,  in  December,  1789,  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Virginia  passed  "  an  act  concern- 
ing the  erection  of  the  district  of  Kentucky  into  an 
independent  State."  After  making  provision  for 
a  convention,  they  say,  if  such  delegates  determine 
that  ^t  is  inexpedient,  "  the  same  may  be  erected 
into  an  independent  State,  on  the  terms  and  con- 
ditions following."  Here  are  enumerated  eight 
conditions,  with  which  this  district  must  comply, 
otherwise  they  are  not  permitted  to  form  an  "  in- 
dependent State."  They  acceded  to  these  condi- 
tions, formed  a  constitution,  and  petitioned  Con- 
gress for  admission  into  the  Union  ;  and,  on  these 
conditions,  were  "  received  and  admitted  as  a  new 
and  entire  member  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica." Tennessee  was  admitted  June  1,  1796, 
according  to  the  cession  made  by  North  Carolina, 
in  December,  1789,  in  which  are  ten  specific  con- 
ditions. After  the  cession,  the  ordinance  of  1787 
was  to  have  efTect  over  this  territory,  except  "Con- 
gress shall  laake  no  regulation  to  em^incipate 
vlaves."  With  all  these  conditions,  sixteen  in 
Ijumber,  Temiessee  was  admitted  "  in  the  same 
yanner  as  if  that  State  had  originally  been  one  of 
Cie  United  States." 

U  On  the  30th  day  of  April,  1802,  the  act  was  ap- 
ijroved  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Ohio 
^  into  the  Union,  upon  the  same  footing  with  the 


'  original  States  in  all  respects  whatever :  Provided, 

*  the  people  form  a  republican  constitution,  not  re- 
'  pugnant  to  the  ordinance  of  1787,  between  the 
'  original  States  and  the  people  and  States  of  the 
'  territory  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio."  Besides 
these.  Congress  re(juired,  as  "a  condition,  that  the 
'  convention  of  said  State  shall'  provide  by  an  or- 
'  dinance,  irrevocable  without  the  consent  of  the 
'  United  States,  ihat  every  tract  of  land  sold  by 
'  Congress  shall  remain  exempt  from  any  tax  what- 
'  ever,  for  the  term  of  five  years." 

The  act  for  the  admission  of  Louisiana  was 
approved  April,  1812.  Among  other  things,  it 
was  declared — 

"  That  it  shall  be  taken  aa  a  condition,  upon  which 
the  aaid  State  ia  incorporated  into  the  Union,  that  the 
river  MissiiiBippi,  and  the  navigable  rivera  and  watera 
leading  into  the  same,  and  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
shall  be  common  highways,  and  forever  free,  aa  well 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  State,  as  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  other  States  and  the  territories  of  the  United 
States,  without  any  tax,  doty,  impost,  or  toll,  imposed 
by  said  State ;  that  it  adopts  the  Constitution  of  the 
Lnitcd  States ;  and  the  constitution  of  said  State  shall 
be  republican,  and  consistent  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  Lnited  States  ;  that  it  shall  contain  the  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  civil  and  religions  liberty ;  that  it  shdl 
secure  to  the  citizens  the  trial  by  jury  in  all  criminal 
cases ;  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus ;  and, 
after  the  admission  of  said  State  into  the  Union,  the 
laws  which  may  be  promulgated,  and  its  records  of 
every  description  shall  be  preserved,  and  ita  judicial 
and  legislative  proceedings  conducted  in  the  English 
language  ;  that  the  saf4  convention  shall  provide  by  an 
ordinance,  irrevocable  without  the  consent  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  that  the  people  forever  disclaim  all  right  or 
title  to  the  unappropriated  lands ;  the  same  shall  re- 
main  at  the  sole  disposal  of  the  United  Sutea ;  that 
each  tract  of  land  aold  by  Congress  shall  remain  ex- 
empt from  any  tax  for  the  term  of  five  years ;  ahali  be 
considered,  deemed,  and  taken,  fundamental  condi- 
tions and  terms  upon  which  the  said  State  is  incorpo* 
rated  into  the  Union." 

The  act  for  the  admission  of  Indiana  was  ap- 
proved April,  1816.  It  provides  "that  the  con- 
'  stitution  shall  be  republican,  and  not  repugnant 

*  to  those  articles  of  the  ordinance  of  1787,  which 
'  are  declared  to  be  irrevocable  betweeif  the  origi- 
'  nal  States  and  the  people  and  Slates  of  the  terri- 
'  lory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio ;"  that  the  con- 
vention shall  ratify  the  boundaries  prescribed  in 
said  act,  disclaim  all  title  to  salt  springs;  and 
as  much  contiguous  territory  as  the  President  may 
think  necessary  to  work  the  same,  to  one  section 
of  land  in  each  township,  dec.  These  propositions 
are  offered  for  their  fiee  acceptance  or  rejection, 
on  tlie  condition  that  the  convention  of  said  State 
provide  by  an  ordinance  irrevocable,  without  the 
consent  of  the  United  States,  that  their  lands 
shall  remain  exempt  from  any  tax,  for  the  term  of 
five  years. 

Tiie  act  admitting  Mississippi,  was  approved 
March,  1817.  The  conditions  are  as  follows: 
"  The  constitution,  when  formed,  .shall  be  repub- 
'  lican,  and  not  repugnant  to  the  principles  of^the 
'  ordinance  of  1787,  so  far  as  the  same  has  been 
'  extended  to  the  said  territory,  by  the  articles  of 
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'  agreement  between  the  United  States  and  the 

*  State  of  Georgia  or  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
'  ted  States;  and  also,  that  the  convention,  by  an 
'  ordinance  irrevocable,  disclaim  all  right  to  the 
'  unappropriated  lands ;  that  the  same  shall  be  at 
'  the  entire  disposal  of  the  United  States,  and  re- 
'  main  exempt  from  tax  five  years  after  being  sold  ; 
'  and  that  the  river  Mississippi,  and  the  navigable 

*  waters  leading  into  the  same,  or  into  the  Gulf  of 

*  Mexico,  shall l)e  common  highways,  and  forever 
'  free,  as  well  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  State, 
'  as  to  other  citizens  of  the  United  States,  without 
^any  tax,  duty,  impost,  or  toll,  therefor,  imposed  by 
'  the  said  State." 

The  act  admitting  Illinois  as  a  member  of  the 
Union  was  approved  April,  1818 ;  and  about  the 
same  conditions  required  that  were  prescribed  on 
the  admission  of  Indiana. 

Alabama  was  admitted  by  an  act  passed  March, 
1819,  on  the  same  conditions  as  those  required  on 
the  admission  of  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

Thus  we  find,  from  our  statute  book,  that  there 
is  not  a  single  instance,  from  the  time  Vermont 
became  a  member  of  this  Union,  in  whicfi  a  State 
has  been  admitted,  without  some  specific  condi- 
tions and  restrictions.  And  with  respect  to  Lou- 
isiana, more  especially,  "they  contained  some 
'  principles  as  repugnant  to  the  original  jurispru- 
'  dence  of  the  Territory,  at  the  time  of  its  cession, 
<  as  could  well  be  devised."  And  if  Congress  did 
possess  and  exercise  the  power  of  imposing  such 
conditions,  what  good  reason  can  be  assigned  why 
it  may  not  require  of  Missouri  the  condition  pro- 
posed by  the  amendment  now  under  discussion  ? 

Mr.  President,  I  will  now  proceed  to  examine 
the  treaty  by  which  France  ceded  this  territory  to 
the  United  Slates..  The  article  which  is  said  to 
restrict  the  power  of  Congress,  and  prohibit  the 
adoption  of  the  proposed  amendment,  is  as  follows: 
Art.  3.  "  The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  Territory 
'  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  Union  of  the  United 
'  States,  and  aamitted  as  soon  as  possible,  adcord- 
'  ing  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
'  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages, 
'  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  ; 
'  and  in  the  mean  time  they  shall  be  maintained 
'  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their 
'  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion  which  they 
'  profess."  The  latter  part  of  this  article,  undoubt- 
ealy  applies  to  its  territorial  state ;  during  that 
period  the  citizens  shall  be  protected  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all  their  privilej^es.  This  has  been  done, 
and  secured  to  them  ;  of  course,  any  comment  on 
this  clause  is  unnecessary.  But  the  objection 
grows  out  of  these  words  :  "  The  inhabitants  of 
*■  this  Territory  shall  be  admitted,  according  to  the 
'  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  en- 
'  joyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  im- 
'  munities,  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States." 
What  are  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion ?  They  are  Feaeral  principles,  which  extend 
to  all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
same  influence,  and  in  the  same  degree.  But  these 
citizens  are  to  be  '*  admitted  to  the  enjoyment  of 
all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities  of  cit- 
izens of  the  United  States ;"  and  it  is  said,  if  you 


prescribe  any  condition  in  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri, you  interfere  with  her  rights.  What  are 
the  rights  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States? 
All  the  rights  they  possess,  as  such,  are  derived 
from  the  Constitution  ;  and  these  are  Federal 
rights,  enjoyed  by  every  citizen,  in  every  State  in 
the  Union.  Federal  rights,  all  which  are  derived 
from  the  Constitution,  extend  to  States  as  well  as 
to  citizens,  and  to  all  the  States  equally.  Every 
State  that  exercises  a  power  that  any  other  State 
cannot,  derives  a  power  from  a  cause  other  than 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Any  citi- 
zen who  enjoys  a  right  which  another  citizen  in 
the  United  States  does  not  enjoy,  acquires  that 
right  from  some  other  source  than  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.  The  following  are 
Federal  rights,  namely:  each  State  is  entitled  to 
two  Senators — the  Legislatures  shall  choose  them — 
they  shall  be  privileged  from  arrest — each  State 
shall  appoint  Electors — the  Electors  in  each  State 
shall  meet  on  the  same  day  and  vote  for  two  per- 
sons;— the  cognizance  of  controversies  between 
two  or  more  States — between  a  State  and  citizens 
of  another  State — between  citizens  of  different 
States — between  citizens  of  the  same  State,  claim'- 
ing  lands  under  grants  of  different  States,  and  be- 
tween a  State,  or  the  citizens  thereof,  and  foreign 
States.  These  are  all  secured  to  Missouri,  and  all 
other  rights  derived  from  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

But  if  this  proviso  is  attached  to  the  bill,  the  cit- 
izens of  Missouri  cannot  hold  slaves — and  will  not 
be  admitted  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  A  right  to  hold 
slaves  is  not  a  right  of  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  as  such ;  it  is  not  essential  to  constitute  such 
citizenship.  The  enjoyment  of  this  right  is  not 
essential  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  rights  of  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States. 

It  is  acquired  by  the  government  of  a  particular 
State.  A  citizen  of  the  United  States  has  conse- 
quential or  local  rights,  which  arise  from  local  sit- 
uation, and  result  from  the  constitution  of  the  State 
where  he  resides. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  does  no 
more  than  secure  the  exercise  of  these  rights,  from 
violation,  when  acquired  by  the  constitution  of  a 
particular  State. 

State  rights  are  materially  different.  In  New 
Hampshire,  a  citizen  of  twenty-one  years  of  age 
has  a  right  to  vote  for  all  State  and  county  om- 
cers,  and  Representatives  to  Congress,  in  the  place 
where  he  has  his  home.  In  Massachusetts  he  may 
possess  a  property  of  two  himdred  dollars.  In 
Virginia,  he  must  possess  real  estate.  In  Louisiana, 
he  may  hold  slaves.  The  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  protects  these  State  rights  from  invasion ; 
but  it  does  not  convey  them.  If  they  were  derived 
from  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  a  cit- 
izen of  the  United  States  could  exercise  and  enioy 
them  in  any  State  in  the  Union ;  because,  "  tnis 
'  Constitution  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and 
'  all  judges  and  citizens  are  bound  by  it,  any  thing 
'  in  the  Constitution  or  laws  of  any  State,  to  the 
'  contrary  notwithstanding." 

If  a  right  to  hold  slaves  is  a  right  derived  from 
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Ae  Constituti6ir  of  the  United  States,  then  a  cit 
'Jm^  of  theC^ited'  States  may  exercise  this  right 

TFk      i.*-  •     •       *  Oa_^-    ..r   .U_    TT_: .    II  ^„,,    tkin/T    in 


con^tuied  authorities  a  right  and  power  to  sup- 
press this  destructive  traffic  ?  Cannot  they  say, 
scuttle  the  ship,  suspend  or  interdict  the  com- 
merce ?  Undoubtedly  all  this  can  be  lawfully 
;  done.  Bui  this  intprferes  with  prn-ate  property, 
individual  rights.  The  importer  is  despoiled  of 
his  expected  gain.  The  merchant  is  disappointed 
in  his  prospects,  and  the  citizens  in  their  posses- 
sions. Is  all  this  availing?  Do  you  desist 7  You 
do  not ;  you  should  not.     This  right  is  settled  upon 


asd;  tn'  any  State  of  the  Union ;  "  any  thmg  in 
the  £onstituWOn  or  laws  of  any  State,  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding."  This,  we  know,  is  not 
the  fact ;  of  course  we  know  this  is  not  a  right  de- 
rived from  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  prohibition  of  this  right  is  no  infringement 
of  any  right  essential  to  consummate  citizenship. 

"No  person  shall  be  a  Senator  who  shall  not  have    u^u^^,  j--- -.—     -p . 

'  attained  to  the  age  of  thirty  years,  and  been  nine  !  an  immutable  principle,  essential  to  our  safety  and 
'  years  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.''  If  a  right  existence ;  that  a  less  degree  of  evil  shall  be  en- 
to  hold  slaves  is  essential  to  constitute  a  citizen  of  dured  to  avoid  a  greater.  You  chain  up  your 
the  United  States,  then,  those  who  cannot  hold  streets,  and  interdict  intercourse  with  your  city,  in 
slaves  are  not  citizens  of  the  United  States;  is  this  case  of  infectious  disord^:  individuals  in  the 
the  fact  ?  then  a  number  of  honorable  gentlemen  ;  country  suffer.  The  principle  is  the  same.  You 
in  this  House  are  ineligible  to  the  office,  they  must  ;  lay  an  embargo  for  fifty,  a  hundred,  or  two  hun- 
vacate  their  seats,  bid  you  adieu,  and  retire,  which  1  dred  days,  at  your  discretion.  Ship  decay  and 
would  leave  your  walls  rather  bare.  rot  at  the  wharves,  and  produce  perishes  on  your 

But  sir,an  honorable  gentleman  observes,  (from  I  hands.  Individuals  suffer.  But  do  you  desist  / 
South  Carolina,)  that  this  prohibition  cannot  be  '  The  public  good  requires  the  measure.  The  prin- 
adopted,  because,  "  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  j  ciple  is  the  same.  In  case  of  war,  some  niust  sul- 
be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  j  fer,  or  extermination  follows.  In  case  of  fire,  you 
citizens  in  the  several  States."     I  admit  the  fact.  ;  demolish  one  building  to  save  a  city.     A  person 


But  what  is  it  ?  That  a  citizen,  in  any  State, 
shall  enjoy,  collectively,  all  the  privileges  and  im- 
munities of  the  citizens  in  the  several  States  ?  This 
cannot  be  the  case.  If  it  were,  a  citizen  of  New 
Hampshire  might  pass  into  Massachusetts,  and 
there  exercise  the  right  he  enjoyed  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, in  voting;  and  into  Louisiana,  and  there 


has  a  limb  amputatedj'^it  is  an  evil ;  but  it  is  pref- 
erable to  the  loss  of  life. 

Slavery  is  a  plaeue — it  inoculates  like  conta- 
gious disorders.  Will  you  diffuse  without  limits 
this  destructive  evil  ? 

Now,  sir,  in  point  of  fact.  We  have  shown 
smre  m  voung  ;  auu  luiu  i^vu..-..ai.«,  «..^  v.....  that  Congress  has  power  to  make  all  needful  reeu- 
exercise  the  right  of  holding  slaves.  A  citizen  of  i  lations  for  the  government  of  its  territories.  This 
Virzinia  might  pass  into  New  Hampshire,  carry  |  power  is  a  nullity,  without  discretion  to  exercis* 
all  flie  privileges  he  possessed,  as  a  citizen  of  Vir-  1  it,  because  no  particular  regulations  are  sjiecified. 
ginia,  accumulate  more,  and,  bv  removing  from  !  The  least  restraint  decides  the  principle.  It  is 
State  to  State,  would  collect  an^  enjov  the  rights  j  not  the  degree.  If  the  public  interest  require  yon 
of  all  the  citizens  in  all  the  States.  to  J^ffect  my  property  to  the  amount  of  one  dollar, 

Sir,  I  apprehend  the  true  import  of  the  paragraph  the  exigency  of  the  case  may  be  such  as  to  justify 
is  this :  that  a  citizen  of  any  State,  removing  into  you  in  extending  your  deprivation  further.  Thw 
another  State,  "shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  [jrivi-    is  a  matter  of  discretion  and  necessity 

leges  and  immunities,"  of  the  citizens  of  the  State        '    '^       '  "  ~ 

into  which  he  removes ;  but  he  can  neither  carry 
nor  enjoy  any  privileges  not  secured  to  the  citizens 
of  the  State  in  which  he  resides,  by  the  constitution 
and  laws  thereof. 

Mr.  President,  we  are  told  the  proposed  prohi- 
bition interferes  with  property  in  a  manner  which 
.renders  it  inadmissible.     The  inhibition  diverts  of 

no  present  right ;  it  merely  prohibits  the  future  in- 
troduction of  slaves.     But  admit  that  it  did.     We 

will  examine  this  in  view  of  analogy  and  fact. 

Suppose  there  is  an  immense  quantity  of  India 

carpeting  imported  into  Philadelphia.     Importers 

find  it  a  very  profitable  commerce.  Merchants  de- 
rive great  advantage  from  the  trade.     They  all 

depend  upon  it.     Families  are  accommodated,  and 

the  citizens  generally  are  much  pleased.     But  the 

plague  appears  in  the  city ;  it  is  suspected  that  it 

is  communicated  by  this  foreign  traffic ;  it  becomes 

apparent ;  no  doubts  remain.    What  is  to  be  done? 

a  quarantine  is  ordered  for  fifty  or  an  hundred 

days ;  and  if  the  public  safety  require,  why  not  for 

three  hundred  ?    But  this  does  not  effect  the  ob- 
ject.    The  virus  is  latent ;  it  is  in  the  stock ;  the 

whole  community  suffers.    The  city  is  threatened 

with  desolation.     Let  me  ask,  sir,  have  not  the 


In  the  admission  of  Louisiana,  there  were  many 
conditions.  One  was.  that  the  convention  pass 
an  irrevocable  ordinance  di'>claiming  forever  all 
right  to  wa.ste  lands. 

They  had  a  right,  or  this  relinquishment  would 
be  unnecessary.  And  a  right  in  property,  of  which 
they  were  divested. 

They  must  also  stipulate  to  make  the  Missis- 
sippi and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  Ac,  common  high- 
ways, and  never  claim  any  toll.  Here  were  rights 
held  under  the  former  government,  or  such  as  tney 
could  claim  as  a  State,  or  there  was  no  need  of 
disclaiming  by  an  irrevocable  ordinance. 

Thus  we  see,  from  analogy  and  fact,  that  the 
prohibition  proposed  is  neither  new  nor  inconsist- 
ent with  immemorial  usage,  sound  national  policy, 
nor  State  sovereignty. 

Mr.  President,  perhaps  I  shall  have  no  better 
opportunity  than  the  present  to  make  a  few  re- 
marks in  reply  to  what  I  understood  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Lloyd)  to  say ; 
which  was,  that  the  power  of  Congress  over 
Maine  was  as  extensive  as  its  power  over  Mis- 
souri ;  if  Congress  had  a  right  to  prohibit  .slavery 
as  a  condition  of  the  admission  of  Missouri,  it  had 
a  right  to  make  the  toleration  of  slavery  a  condi- 
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tion  of  the  admission  of  Maine.  To  this  I  cannot 
accede.  I  think  it  does  not  follow ;  the  cases  are 
not  analogous.  Maine  is  a  part  of  Massachusetts — 
one  of  the  old  thirteen.  Massachusetts  has  a  con- 
stitution. This,  if  not  positively,  virtually  pro- 
hibits slavery.  In  this  ca.se  Massachusetts  has  a 
right  to  speak  ;  she  does  speak  in  her  constitution ; 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  gives  Con- 
gress no  power  to  compel  or  demand  the  admis- 
sion of  slavery.  So  with  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
Mississippi,  and  Alabama ;  they  are  parts  of  the 
old  thirteen.  Congress  have  no  right  to  prohibit 
slavery  in  them  without  the  assent  of  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  and  Georgia.  By  their  constitu- 
tion slavery  is  tolemted.  And  they  have  a  right 
to  speak.  For  Congress  to  demand  the  prohibi- 
tion of  slavery  in  any  of  those  States  would  be  a  1 
violation  of  the  compact. 

But  it  is  not  so  with  Missouri ;  as  I  before  had  ' 
occasion  to  remark,  this  is  a  part  of  the  Louisiana  I 
purchase.  The  common  interest  of  the  Union  is  j 
to  be  consulted.  The  power  of  Congress  over  this  | 
territory  is  sovereign  and  complete.  We  are  not  | 
legislating  for  Missouri  alone,  but  for  the  highest  \ 
interests  of  the  nation.  Every  State  in  the  Union  i 
has  an  equal  ^t)ice,  a  right  to  give  an  opinion,  and  { 
a  claim  to  be  heard.  j 

Mr.  President,  permit  me  to  observe,  I  view  in- 
voluntary servitude  contrary  to  the  very  principles 
of  our  Government.  These  are  declared  in  the 
charter  of  Independence  : 

••  We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident :  tb4t  all 
men  tre  created  equal,  that  they  sre  endowed  by  their 
Creator  with  certain  inalienable  rights  ;  that  among 
these  are  life,  hberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness." 

Sir,  for  these  we  fought  and  bled.  We  know 
how  we  achieved  them,  and  we  wish  to  transmit 
them  to  unborn  posterity  in  their  primitive  purity. 
These  are  the  sentiments  we  profess  to  believe, 
and  publicly  declare,  "  that  all  men  are  bom 
equally  free."  We  boast  of  our  liberties ;  we  call 
ourselves  a  nation  of  freemen  ;  we  delight  to  hiear 
our  children  lisp  the  freedom,  the  liberty,  equality, 
and  republicanism  of  our  country ;  we  teach  them, 
in  their  infancy,  that  these  sentiments  may  grow 
with  their  growth,  and  ripen  with  their  years. 
We  chant  them  in  our  songs ;  we  prefix  them  in 
our  books ;  we  inscribe  them  in  our  temples ;  we 
present  them  in  our  halls;  shall  we  abandon  and 
deny  them  in  our  acts  of  legislation  ? 

Behold,  sir,  (I  ask  your  pardon,  she  is  in  the 
other  hall,*)  the  goddess  of  liberty  looking  down 
with  a  frown  upon  the  Representatives  of  a  nation 
of  freemen  legislating  to  extend  and  perpetuate 
slavery. 

The  question  is  not  whether  slavery  shall  exist ; 
it  does  and  will  exist ;  but  whether  it  shall  be  ex- 
tended, by  the  act  of  Confess,  without  control, 
and  without  limits.  Forbid  it  ye  guardians  of  the 
people's  rights !     Forbid  it  my  country ! 

Mr.  President,  perhaps  I  shall  have  no  better 
opportunity  than  the  present  to  make  a  few  re- 


•A  female  image,  representing  the  goddess  of  liberty, 
raised  directly  over  the  8j)eaker's  chair,  in  the  Repre- 
sentatives' hall. 


marks  in  reply  to  what  fell 

gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr'^tLLT 

timated  that  an  objection  might  g^ow  out 

fact,  that  "the  United  States  shajf^ 

every  State  in  this  Union  a  republi<in  forrn  of 

government." 

Sir,  I  should  sooner  argue  from  this  that  we  are 
bound  to  prohibit,  than  I  would  admit  that  we  are 
permi<ted  to  refrain.  What  is  a  republican  gov- 
ernment ?  A  democratic  government  is  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  people.  And  these  people  are  all 
equally  free.  Slavery  is  incompatible  with  a  pure 
democracy.  In  the  same  proportion  that  you  ad- 
mit slavery,  you  contaminate  the  Republic.  It  de- 
generates to  a  demi-democracy,  to  aristocracy,  mon- 
archy, and,  perhaps,  despotism  itself.  Sir,  I  shouldk 
not  use  so  harsh  an  expression  did  I  not  find  it 
adopted  by  the  immortal  Jefferson.  Virginia's  boast, 
and  his  country's  pride.* 

"  There  most  be  an  unhappy  influence  on  the  man- 
ners of  our  people,  produced  by  the  existence  of  slavery 
among  as.  The  whole  commerce  between  master  and 
slave  is  a  perpetual  exercise  of  the  most  boisterous 
passions,  the  most  unremitting  despotism  on  the  one 
part,  and  degrading  submiasion  on  the  other.  Our 
children  see  this,  and  learn  to  imitate  it ;  for  man  is 
an  imitative  animal.  This  quality  is  the  germ  of  all 
education  in  him.  From  his  cradle  to  his  grave  he  ia 
learning  to  do  what  h«  sees  others  do.  If  a  parent 
could  find  no  motive  either  in  his  own  philanthropy 
or  self-love,  for  restraining  the  intemperance  of  pas- 
sion towards  bis  slave,  it  should  always  be  a  suflkient 
one  that  his  child  is  present.  But,  generally,  it  is  not 
sufficient.  The  parent  storms,  the  child  looks  on, 
catches  the  lineaments  of  wrath,  puts  on  the  same 
airs  in  the  circle  of  smaller  slaves,  gives  loose  to  his 
worst  of  passions ;  and  thus  nursed,  educated,  and 
daily  exeici8ed  in  tyranny,  cannot  but  be  stamped  by 
it  with  odious  peculiarities.  The  man  must  be  • 
prodigy  who  can  retain  his  manners  and  morals  un- 
depraved  by  such  circumstances." 

Mr.  President,  if  1  have  demonstrated  that  the 
Legislating  of  the  nation  have  a  right  from  usage, 
and  a  Constitutional  right,  to  prohibit  involuntary 
servitude,  and  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  very  genius 
of  our  Government,  the  question  turns  entirely  on 
the  expediency  and  policy  of  the  measure.  That  is 
an  expedient  and  politic  course,  which  tends  to 
cement  the  Union,  strengthen  the  ties,  promote  the 
harmony,  and  thereby  the  highest  interests  of  the 
nation. 

Permit  me  to  repeat  it,  alienation  and  distrust 
threaten  the  future  prosperity  of  the  country.  Ce- 
mented, we  are  safe  ;  dismembered,  we  are  ruined. 
It  is  for  Congress  to  decide  what  measures  are  dic- 
lated  by  sound  policy,  to  promote  the  lasting  peace 
and  permanent  stability  of  these  United  States. 
All  "  needful  rules  and  regulations"  relating  to  the 
subject,  they  have  a  Constitutional  right  to  adopt 
and  pursue.  Sir,  my  most  deliberate  opinion  is, 
that  It  is  needful,  expedient,  and  politic  to  prohibit 
the  further  extension  of  involuntary  servitude^  be- 
cause it  diminishes  the  physical  strength  of  the 
nation.     Slaves  are  not  employed  as  soldiers,  but 
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sopply  the  place  of  those  who  might  be  thus  cm- 
ployed.  This  is  Bot  all :  if  one  is  pressed  into  the 
service  of  the  oountry,  in  case  of  emergencf ,  and 
sostains  an  injury,  or  contracts  a  complaint,  by 
which  his  life  is  lost,  we  are  petitioned  to  remu- 
nerate the  owner.* 

As  the  physical  strengh  of  a  nation  is  reduced 


and  healthv;  and  the  air  is  salubrious.  There 
every  field  is  covered  with  verdure  and  jproduce ; 
but  here  it  seems  as  though  you  had  fallen  from 
some  other  world  upon  the  barrens  of  the  desert. 
Compare  the  lands  in  Ohio  with  those  of  Kentucky, 
where  the  soil  is  equally  rich,  the  climate  more 
mild,  and  the  air  as  healthy.     I  am  told  by  honor- 


or  reUrded,  danger  increases.     Sir,  have  you  for- !  able  gentlemen  from^that  .»*c^'on^f  the^  '^°"°J?\.' 
gotten  the  disasters  of  the  last  war  ?     Wnat  was  '   '    "        '  "  ^^'~ 

the  condition  of  this  city  ?     What  was  the  state 
of  this  Capitol,  this  noble  edifice  ?    Its  walls  were 
defaced,  its  pillars  demolished,  and  its  glory  tar- 
nished.    And,  sir,  to  add  insult  to  villany,  Cock-  -  j- 
bum  was  riding  the  streets  like  a  nabob,  and  his  l  appear  more  credible  by  comparmg  a  distinct  nor- 
army  pillaging  the  shops  in  the  city.     Sir,  permit  j  tion  of  territory,  of  equal  dimensions,  as  the  valua- 
me  to  say,  (if  it  would  not  be  deemed  a  vulgar  re-  [  tion  of  lands  was  taken  in  1798.     We  will  again 
mark,)  it  thev  had  been  in  some  pa«  of  New  Eng-  ]  compare  New  England  with  Virginia 


that  real  estate  in  Ohio  is  generally  more  than 
twenty-five  per  cent,  higher  there  than  in  Kentucky. 
To  what  can  you  impute  this  but  the  banc  of 
slavery '?  It  fs  not  on  account  of  age,  for  Kentucky 
was  first  settled.     But  perhaps  the  position  would 


In  Ne 


ew 


land,  there  would  have  been  soldiers  enough  to 
have  cut  them  in  pieces,  and  carried  them  home  in 
their  pockets. 

That  the  physical  strength  of  a  nation  is  retarded 
by  slavery,  is  evident,  by  comparing  the  militia  in 
such  States  with  those  where  involuntary  servitude 


Englahd  the  valuation  was  8183.171,180;  in  Vir- 
ginia §71,225,127,  leaving  a  difterence  of  11 1,946,- 
053.*  Thus  we  see,  when  the  soil  is  not  cultivated, 
the  nation  suffers.  Here  is  a  national  loss  ;  because 
productive  labor  is  national  wealth.  ''  The  strength 
and  wealth  of  nations  are  founded  on  the  number 


is  not  admitted.  In  the  eleven  non-slaveholding  i  and  industry  of  the  people."* 
States  the  militia  is  431,616 ;  in  all  the  other  States,  But  further,  Mr.  President,  mvolunury  servitude 
including  districts  and  territories,  it  is  316,970,  ,  discourages  and  impedes  a  white  population.  This 
leaving  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  former,  of  114,646.  is  apparent  from  your  census.*  Take  nine  of  the 
But  the  fact  may  appear  more  conclusive  by  I  non-slaveholding  States,  of  which  only  returns 
comparing   territory   of  equal   extent— say   New  I  were  made,  in  1810,  the  number  of  inhabitants  is 


England  and  Virginia,  whose  extent  of  territory  is 
very  nearly  equal.  The  militia  in  New  England  is 
140,900.  in  Virginia  83,847,  leaving  a  balance  in 
favor  ot  New  England  of  57,053.+ 

If  a  wise  policy  excludes  slaver)'  in  principle 
and  practice,  then  it  is  a  judicious  exercise  of  power 
to  arrest  its  progress.  A  wise  Legislature  has  done 
it ;  it  must  do  it  again.  Are  principles  changed, 
or  are  men  changed  ?    I  hope  neither. 

Mr.  President,  slavery  tends  ultimately  to  depress 
the  value  of  real  property.  This  results  from  im- 
perfect cultivation,  which  is  the  effect  of  slavery. 
It  is  a  disgrace  for  a  white  man  to  put  his  hand  to 
the  plough  and  the  axe,  where  slavery  is  tolerated. 
"  With  thff  morals  of  the  people  their  industry  also 
'  is  destroyed  ;  for,  in  a  warm  climate,  no  man  will 
'  labor  for  himself  who  can  make  another  labor  for  , 
him.     This  is   so  true  that  of  the  proprietors  of  \  slavery  impedes  the  progress  of  a  white  populaUon, 


3,690,354  ;  in  all  the  other  States,  including  Dele- 
ware  and  the  Territories,  the  number  of  free  inhab- 
itants is  2,463,304,  leaving  a  balance  in  favor  ot 
the  former,  of  1,227,050.  But,  to  bring  the  subject 
into  a  more  concise  view^  we  will  again  compare 
New  England  with  Virginia.  I  hope  the  honora- 
ble gentlemen  from  Virginia  will  not  consider  these 
comparisons  as  invidious,  when  I  contrast  Virginia 
with  all  New  England.  This  I  do,  not  only  because 
the  extent  of  territory  is  about  equal,  but  because 
they  were  settled  at  nearly  the  same  period — about 
1620.  In  New  England  I  find  1,471,973;  in 
Virginia  974.622 ;  which  leaves  a  balance  in  favor 
of  New  England,  of  497,351,  including  the  slaves, 
in  Virginia,  which  deduct,  and  the  balance  is  889,- 
869  free  citizens  in  favor  of  New  England.t 
Sir,  to  demonstrate  the  fact  more  clearly,  that 


slaves  a  very  small  proportion,  indeed,  are  ever 


seen  to  labor."t 


Compare  the  state  of  cultivation  in  the  vicinity 
of  Portsmouth.  New  Hampshire,  with  that  of  this 
city  ;  the  vicinity  of  Boston  with  that  of  Baltimore. 
The  difference  is  almost  incredible.  The  land  is 
equally  rich  and  fertile ;   the  climate  is  inviting 


*  Lut  MssioD,  a  gentleman  in  Kentucky,  who  bad 
a  slave  pressed  into  the  serTice,  at  New  Orleans,  that 
took  a  fever  and  died,  pttitioneJ  Congress,  and  a  bill 
passed  the  Senate  giving  him  $700 ;  and  this  session 
a  petition  was  presented,  claiming  the  sum  of  $300 
for  injajrj  sustained  bj  a  slave,  in  aiding  a  wagon  of 
the  Government,  bj  which  bis  worth  was  reduced  from 
$900  to  $600. 

t  The  return  of  th«  militia,  made  bj  authority  of 
Congress. 

J  Jefferson's  Notes  on  Virginia.        t    •    -n*  ..^  -^ 


I  will  observe,  that  in  New  England  the  increase 
in  twenty  years,  is  as  17  to  18.  Include  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  Delaware,  and  it 
is  as  99  to  100.  In  the  slaveholding  States  the 
increase  of  the  free  population,  in  the  same  period, 
is  only  as  12  to  21.  Had  the  latter  States  increased 
in  the  same  ratio  as  the  former,  during  the  same 
time,  there  would  have  been  an  addition  to  the 
white  population  of  800,000 ;  and  according  to  the 
same  ratio,  at  this  time,  1,200,000  more  than  there 


now  are 
"The 


free  white  persons, 
increased  almost  36  1-3  per 


from   1790   to  1800, 
cent.;  from  1800  to 


*  Seybcrt's  Sutistical  Annals. 

f  Notwithstanding  this  balance  in  favor  of  New 
England,  "  it  is  supposed  th«t  more  than  60,000  per- 
sons go  annually  from  the  Eastern  to  the  Western 
6ute%."—Sei/bert.  f. 
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1810,  36  per  cent. ;  and  from  1790  to  1810,  85  1-4 
per  cent."  All  other  free  penons,  except  Indians 
not  taxed,  from  1790  to  1810,  the  increase  was  still 
greater,  in  consequence  of  emancipation  and  run- 
away slaves,  who  pass  for  freemen. 

Tne  free  population  from  1790  to  1800,  increased 
37  1-5  per  sent. ;  from  1800  to  1810,  36  3-4  per 
cent.;  and  from  1790  to  1810,  87  3-5  per  cent. 
The  slave  population,  from  1790  to  1800,  racreased 
24  4-5  per  cent. ;  from  1800  to  1810,  35  4-5  per 
cent. ;  and  from  1790  to  1810,  70  3-4  ner  cent. 
The  combined  free  and  slave  population  from  1790 
to  1800,  increased  85  3-5  per  cent. ;  from  1800  to 
1810,  36  per  cent. ;  and  from  1790  to  1810,  84  3-5 
per  cent.'  *  Thus,  to  take  the  whole  free  white  in- 
nabitants,  together,  the  increase  is  rather  in  favor 
of  the  white  population.  In  1790,  consideraUy 
more  than  one-filth  of  the  whole  population,  were 
slaves;  in  1800,  a  little  more  than  one-fifth,  and  in 
1810,  a  little  less  than  one-fifth  were  slaves. 

Mr.  President,  slavery  retards  and  depresses  the 
manufacturing  interest.*  They  are  a  description  of 
persons  who  cannot  be  advantageously  employed 
in  that  branch  of  business.  This  may  be  aiscov- 
ered  by  the  .same  kind  of  comparison  that  has  been 
previously  made.  In  New  England,  the  value  of 
the  manufactures,  according  to  the  marshal's  re- 
turns for  1810,  is  ^36,074,171 ;  in  Virginia,  $11,- 
447,(j05;  leaving  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  former 
of  $24,546,566.  This  sensibly  affects  foreign  and 
domestic  exports.  Of  the  former,  the  balance  is 
in  favor  of  New  England  $8,777,045  ;  of  the  lat- 
ter. $3,564,617.* 

Sir,  involuntary  servitude  is  the  occasion  of  in- 
troducing into  the  popular  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment an  unequal  representation.  An  equal  repre- 
sentation is  apportioned  according  to  the  number 
of  free  inhabitants.  Strictly  speaking,  it  has  no 
regard  to  property.  In  regard  to  the  original 
States  it  is  oy  agreement,  it  rests  on  compact  and 
plighted  faith,  which  we  wish  neither  to  disturb 
nor  violate  ;  but  when  the  principle  is  applied  to  a 
new  State,  we  view  the  subject  entirely  different. 
When  the  Constitution  was  adopted,  the  large 
States  were  unwilling  that  the  small  ones  should 
have  an  equal  representation  with  them  in  the 
Senate.  In  consequence  of  this,  a  sacrifice  on 
both  sides  produced  a  compromise ;  and  this  was 
essentially  necessary  at  that  time  to  obtain  a  Con- 
stitution. This  effected  a  kind  of  equilibrium,  but 
results  in  giving  to  the  other  House,  at  this  time, 
twenty  Representatives  from  the  slave  population. 
Extend  this  principle  into  the  immense  territory 
beyond  the  Mississippi,  and  I  need  not  state  to  you 
the  result  in  twenty  years.  The  Eastern  section 
of  the  country  would  becypherized  in  both  branches 
of  the  Government. 

Sir,  is  this  equilibrium  and  reciprocity  now  to 
be  destroyed  ?  Are  our  pleasing  anticipations  of 
union  and  harmony  to  cease  forever  ?  Why  should 
Missouri  come  into  the  Union  with  this  superior 
political  power?  What  claim  has  she  to  these 
superabundant  political  rights  7  We  have  made 
no  promise ;  we  have  entered  into  no  compact ;  we 


Seybert. 


have  given  no  pledge.  It  cannot  be  for  want  of 
space,  where  slaves  may  be  lawfully  holden.  Fill 
up  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Missbsippi,  and  Ala- 
bama ;  then  it  will  be  time  enough  to  extend  the 
bounds  of  slavery.  But,  say  gentlemen,  this  re- 
striction deprives  Missouri  of  an  attribute  of  sov- 
ereignty, and  she  would  come  into  the  Union 
crippled  and  imperfect.  The  obiection  applies 
with  eaual  force  to  all  the  non-slaveholding  States, 
especially  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois.  There 
slavery  was  prohibited  by  Congress.  Do  the  Rep- 
resentatives from  those  States,  on  the  fkx>r  of  tms 
House,  appear  like  children,  divested  of  any  attri- 
bute of  sovereignty  enjoyed  by  any  other  State  in 
the  Union  ?  *  These  honorable  gentlemen  I  be- 
lieve, sir,  will  not  admit  it.  I  think  they  feel,  pos- 
sess, and  exercise  all  the  importance  and  powers  to 
which  the  honorable  memoers  of  Virginia  ot  any 
other  State  are  entitled. 

Then,  sir,  let  us  recur  to  first  principles — the 
original  compact.  Sir,  I  call  upon  Vermont  and 
Kentuckv  to  look  back  and  reflect  upon  the  terms 
on  whicfi  they  were  received  into  tne  copartner- 
ship. Their  territories  were  preserved  by  the  mii- 
ted  energies  of  the  Confederacy.  Will  they  for- 
sake their  first  love?  Sir,  let  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois  remember  that  for  years  they  were  led  by 
the  hand  of  this  little  family  of  united  sisters.  Our 
treasure  and  our  blood  have  been  expended  to  res- 
cue their  soil  from  the  depredations  of  the  savage 
foe,  and  their  families  from  the  scalping-kniie. 
"  The  State  of  Ohio,  in  which,  before  it  became  a 
'  State,  our  army  so  lately  contended  with  its  sav- 
'  age  inhabitants  in  1810,  had  a  population  of 
'  230,760  souls,  not  one  of  whom  was  a  slave. 
'  There  the  footsteps  of  the  savage  have  been  oblit- 
'  erated  by  the  busy  scenes  of  civilized  society  j 
'  the  noise  of  the  beasts  of  prey  has  yielded  to  that 
'  of  the  loom  and  the  shuttle ;  savage  wigwams 
'  have  disappeared ;  elegant  houses,  villages,  and 
'  large  towns,  have  succeeded  ;"*  and  all  this  pros- 
perity may  be  viewed  as  the  result  of  the  memora- 
ble ordinance  of  1787.  Are  such  people  the  advo- 
cates of  slavery  ? 

Sir,  may  I  not  invite  Tennessee,  Mississippi, 
and  our  newly  espoused  sister,  Alabama,  to  recol- 
lect that  when  the  battles  of  the  country  were 
fought,  they  were  only  in  embryo ;  that  they  have 
grown  up  under  the  nurturing  care  o{  their  elder 
sisters ;  that  it  becomes  them,  as  younger  heirs,  to 
look  well  to  the  principles  adopted  by  the  first-bom 
in  the  family,  and  maintain  the  rights  of  the  asso- 
ciation into  which  they  have  been  cordially  admit- 
ted. Sir,  where  is  Louisiana  1  Shall  we  forget 
her  patriotism  and  her  bravery  ?  No ;  nor  the 
dark  days  when  she  was  under  the  oppressive  yoke 
of  a  foreign  despot ;  nor  the  bright  morn  on  which 
she  was,  by  the  interposing  hand  of  this  RepuUic, 
emancipated  from  the  thraldom  of  tyranny,  and 
brought  into  the  liberty,  and  joy,  and  comfort  of 
the  Republican  citizens  o(  these  United  States. 
Let  their  liberality,  their  justice,  and  magnanimi- 
ty, all  be  displayed  on  this  occasion. 

Mr.  President,  will   not  the  measures  of  this 
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Congresii  be  pregDaut  with  eTcnb  which  will  lay 
a  foundation  for  the  joy  or  sorrow,  praise  or  con- 
demnation, of  futiire  ages  ?  The  effects  are  not 
confined  to  a  small  territory,  or  a  few  people ;  but 
millions  yet  unborn  will  curse  the  acts  of  that 
Congress  which  entails  upon  them  and  their  un- 
numbered posterity  the  accumulated  evils  of  slavery. 

••  Witk  wkat  execrations  shoald  the  ttttesman  be 
loaJed,  wbo.  p«nnitunf  one-half  of  the  citixena  thui  to 
tnaiple  oa  tlM  nghu  of  the  other,  uansformt  those 
uit«  dcrpoti.  and  thcae  into  enemica;  destroys  the 
■lorab  of  tits  one  part,  and  the  amor  patrix  of  the 
oibcr.  For  if  a  slave  can  have  a  country  in  this 
worki,  it  Moat  bt  any  other  in  preference  to  that  in 
which  he  is  born  to  hv*  and  labor  for  another;  in 
which  he  must  lock  up  the  faculties  of  his  ^ature  ; 
contribute,  as  far  as  depends  on  his  indiTtdual  endeav- 
ors, to  the  evanishment  of  the  human  race,  or  entail 
his  own  miserable  condition  on  the  endless  genera- 
tions proceeding  from  him."* 

Sir,  it  has  been  intimated  by  the  honoraUe  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Elliot,)  that,  if  the 
proposed  restriction  should  be  incorporated  in  the 
Dili,  it  would  be  nugatory  ;  for  the  State  at  any 
after  period  could  amend  their  constitution  and 
tolerate  slavery.     This  I  cannot  admit.     It  is  an 
agreement.     There  are  two  parties.     They  stipu- 
late, they  enter  into  compact.     To  this  mutual 
agreement  they  mutually  bind  themselves,  and  a 
violation  of  it  in  either  would  be  a  breach  of  faith. 
The  relation  which  Congress  bears  to  her  territory 
is  similar  to  that  subsisting  between  a  State  Le- 
gislature and  any  portion  of  its  territory,  which 
may  propose  to   be  disannexed.     They  stipulate 
and  enter  into  compact,  and  they  are  both  bound. 
This  was  the  case  with  Virginia  and  Kentucky 
when  she  Was  erected  into  an  independent  State. 
The  same  is  true  with  respect  to  Massachusetts, 
Connecticut,  New  York,  and  Virginia,  in  the  ces- 
sion  of  the  Northwest  Territory  to   the  United 
States,  and  the  ordinance  of  Congress  of  1787, 
made  with  these  States  and  the  people  of  that 
Territory.     The  cession  made  to  the  United  States 
by  Nortn  Carolina  and  Georgia,  of  the  territory 
of  which  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  and  Alabama  are 
composed,  stand  upon  the  same  immutable  basis. 
All  these  stipulations  ^ere  voluntary  and  obliga- 
tory on  the  parties.    No  disposition  to  violate  them 
has  appeared  in  any  instance  whatever. 

If  a  State  can  annul  such  agreements,  it  may 
any  compact  and  every  stipulation  whatever.  The 
principle,  if  admitted,  would  destroy  all  confidence 
m  treaties,  conventions,  and  every  compact  to 
which  nations  or  smaller  associations  might  agree 
for  their  mutual  convenience  and  safety. 

Mr.  President,  allow  me  to  add  one  reason  more 
"  in  favor  of  adopting  the  proposed  amendment,  and 
I  will  close  my  remarks  for  the  present.     The  ex- 
tension of  slavery  will  tend  to  the  violation  of 
your  laws,  and  to  demoralize  society.     The  peo- 
p\e  of  this  country  are  fond  of  property.     It  is  im- 
^ssible  to  restrain  them  within  legal  bounds,  when 
you  present  to  them  a  pecuniary  advantage,  even 
nrom  illicit  commerce.    You  thus  indirectly  cor- 


rupt the  rising  generation  and  demoralize  the  com- 
mimity.  Extend  slavery  into  the  vast  Territory 
of  Missouri,  you  heighten  the  value  and  offer  a 
new  market  tor  slave* ;  you  encourage  their  im- 
portation, you  invite  to  a  violation  of  your  laws, 
and  lay  a  foundation  for  a  systematic  course  of 
perjury,  corruption,  and  guilt.  All  the  public 
ships  in  the  service  of  your  country  are  now  in- 
sumcient  to  suppress  this  species  of  traffic.  What 
could  prevent  it,  if  the  market  were  increased  1 
Sir,  close  youf  market,  remove  the  inducement  to 
their  introduction,  and  the  nefarious  commerce 
ceases  of  course.  Look  to  your  laws  of  1794, 1798, 
1800, 1804,  1805, 1807, 1816,  and  1819,  and  say  do 
they  not  imply  one  uniform  and  uninterrupted  de- 
termination to  abolish  the  slave  trade  ?  This  sin- 
gle act  would  stamp  hypocrisy  on  the  face  of  every 
previous  law. 

Sir,  pi!rmit  me  to  present  my  thanks  to  the  hon- 
orable Senate  for  the  candor  and  attention  with 
which  they  have  indulged  me  during  the  time  I 
have  been  addressing  them  on  this  very  important 
subject.  I  will  close  my  remarks  with  a  few  lines 
from  the  late  President  Jefferson : 

"  With  the  morals  of  the  people,  their  industry  also 
is  destroyed.  Can  the  liberties  of  a  nation  be  thought 
secure  when  we  have  removed  their  only  firm  basis— 
a  conviction  on  the  minds  of  the  people  that  their  Ub- 
eriies  are  the  gifl  of  God  ;  that  they  are  not  to  be  vio- 
lated but  with  bis  wrath  ?  Indeed,  I  tremble  for  my 
country  when  I  reflect  that  God  is  just ;  that  his  jus- 
tice cannot  sleep  for  ever ;  that,  conaidehng  numbers, 
nature  and  natural  means  only,  a  revolution  on  the 
wheel  of  fortune,  au  exchange  of  situation  is  among 
possible  events  ;  that  it  mojr  become  probable  by  su- 
pernatural interference  !  The  Almighty  has  no  attri- 
bute which  can  take  side  with  as  in  such  a  contest. 
But  it  is  impossible  to  be  temperate  and  to  pursue  the 
subject  through  the  various  considerations  of  policy, 
of  morals,  of  history,  natural  and  civil.  We  mast  be 
contented  to  hope  they  will  force  their  way  into  every 
one's  mind."* 

Mr.  President,  without  any  sinister  motives, 
hope  of  personal  advantage,  or  any  thing  aside 
from  the  expanding  glory  of  the  beloved  country 
which  gave  me  birth — as  a  citizen  of  a  growing 
Republic,  whose  rising  prosperity  is  nearly  allied 
to  my  heart ;  as  a  philanthropist  and  a  Christian ; 
as  one  called  upon  by  my  constituents,  my  coun- 
try, and  my  God,  I  present  you  these  my  deliber- 
ate views  of  this  momentous  subiect,  with  a  soli- 
citude for  the  result  which  could  not  be  inspired 
on  any  ordinary  occasion. 


*  Jefisraon's  Notes. 
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Tuesday,  January  18. 

Mr.  Gaillard  presented  the  petition  of  Marc 
Marie  Duplat,  senr.,  praying  that  a  patent  may 
be  granted  to  him  for  an  invention  and  improve- 
ment in  the  construction  of  privies;  and  the  peti- 
tion was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary.  .  '    ■  , 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  the  so- 
ciety of  paper-makers  of  the  States  of  Pennsylvania 
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and  Delaware,  and  also  the  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  managers  of  the  Northampton  State 
Quarry  Company,  of  Pennsylvania,  severally  pray- 
ing the  protection  of  Congress ;  and  the  petitions 
were  read,  and  respectively  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  RoBEBTS  also  presented  the  memorial  of 
Thomas  Leiper,  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  payment 
for  certain  loan-office  certificates,  as  stated  in  the 
memorial ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  William  McDonald,  administrator  of 
James  McDonald,  deceased,  late  captain  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States ;"  and  also  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ether  Shipley,  ad- 
ministrator of  Thomas  Buckminster,  late  lieuten- 
ant in  the  thirty-third  regiment  of  United  States' 
infantry,"  reported  the  same  respectively  without 
amendment.  * 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  James  Wood ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Roberth,  the  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  the  second  Monday  in  Febru- 
ary next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  memorial  from  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Indiana,  praying  for  the  establishment 
of  an  additional  land  office  in  that  State,  and,  in 
concurrence  therewith,  resolved  that  the  prayer  of 
the  tnenional  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Anthony  S.  Delisle,  Ed- 
ward B.  Dudley,  and  John  M.  V'an  Cleef,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  James  Hughes,"  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  House,  and  pas-sed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Dana  presented  the  memorial  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  city  of  Hartford,  and  its  vicinity,  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  against  the  further  extension 
of  slavery  in  the  United  States ;  and  the  memorial 
was  read. 

Mr.  Lan.man  presented  the  petition  of  Benjamin 
Mortimer,  and  also  the  petition  of  Michael  Pepper, 
severally  praying  a  pension  ;  and  the  petitions 
were  read,  and  respectively  referred  to  the  Com- 
luittee  on  Pensions. 

The  President  conununicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  made  in  compliance  with  the 
fifth  section  of  the  act  of  the  3d  March,  1809,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the  es- 
tablishment and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War, 
and  Navy  Departments,"  containing  a  statement 
of  the  expenditures  of  the  moneys  appropriated  for 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Military  depart- 
ment for  the  year  1S19 ;  and  the  report  was  read. 
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Agreeably  to  notice  given,  Mr.  Thomas  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  the  following  bill, 
which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading : 


A  Bill  to  prohibit  the  introdaction  of  alaveiy  into 
the  territories  of  the  United  States  north  and  west 
of  the  contemplated  State  of  Missoari. 
Be  it  enacted  hi/  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  Represent- 
ativu  of  the  United  States  of  America,  tn  Congress 
assembled,  That  the  sixth  article  of  the  ordinance  of 
Congress,  passed  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  north- 
west  of  the  river  Ohio,  shall,  to  all  intents  and  purpo- 
ses, be  deemed  and  held  applicable  to,  and  shall  have 
full  force  and  effect  in  and  over  all  the  territory  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States,  which  lies  west  and  north  of 
a  line  beginning  at  a  point  on  the  parallel  of  north  lati- 
tude  thirty  degrees  and  thirty  minutes,  where  the  said 
parallel  crosses  the  western  boundary  line  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  thence,  running  east,  along  that  parallel 
of  latitude,  to  a  point  where  the  said  parallel  is  inter- 
sected by  a  meridian  line  passing  through  the  middle 
of  the  mouth  of  the  Kansas  river,  where  the  same 
empties  into  the  Missoari  river ;  thence,  from  the  point 
aforesaid,  north,  along  the  said  meridian  line,  to  the 
intersection  of  the  parallel  of  latitude  which  ^passes 
through  the  rspids  of  tbe  nver  Des  Moines,  making 
the  said  line  to  correspond  with  the  Indian  boundary 
line;  thence,  east,  from  the  point  of  intersection  laat 
aforesaid,  along  the  said  parallel  of  latitude,  to  the  mid- 
dle of  tbe  channel  of  the  main  fork  of  the  said  river 
Des  Moiaes ;  thence,  down  and  along  the  middle  of 
the  main  channel  of  the  said  river  Des  Moines,  to  the 
mouth  of  the  same,  where  it  empties  into  the  Missis- 
sippi river ;  thence,  due  east,  to  the  middle  of  the  main 
channel  of  the  Mississippi  river ;  thence,  up  and  fot^ 
lowing  the  course  of  the  Mississippi  river,  in  the  mid- 
dle of  tbe  main  channel  thereof,  to  its  source ;  and 
thence,  due  north,  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the 
United  States. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURI. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  oi 
the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Maine  into  the  Union, 
as  proposed  to  be  amended  by  the  superaddition  ol' 
provisions  for  the  admission  of  Missouri.  The 
proposition  of  Mr.  Roberts  for  annexing  a  cer- 
tain condition  to  the  admission  of  Missouri  being 
under  consideration —  k 

Mr.  MoRRiL  concluded  the  speech  which  he  yes- 
terday began  in  favor  of  the  restriction  ;  and  then, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  (it  being 
late  before  Mr.  M.  concluded,)  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 

[Mr.  Morril's  speech  is  given  entire  in  preced- 
ing pages.] 


Wednesday,  January  19. 

Mr.  San  ford,  from  the  Couimittee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Henry  Ingra- 
ham,  Robert  Hazlehurst,  and  William  Smith,  jr., 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution  that 
the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  peti- 
tion.    The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claiins. 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Mark  Richards ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Agreeably  to  notice  ^iven,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Lou- 
isiana, asked  and  obtamed  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
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supplementary  to  the  severil  acts  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and 
Missouri  Territory;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  W1LLIAM8,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Rhoda  Crawford,  made  a  report,  ac- 
compani«l  by  a  resolution  that  said  committee  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject,  and  that  the  cMetitioner  have  leave  to 
witndraw  her  petition.  The  report  and  resolution 
were  read. 

Mr.  Mellen  presented  the  petition  of  Sarah 
Dunn,  of  the  District  of  Maine,  widow  of  Sanauel 
Dunn,  late  a  captain  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  praying  remu- 
neration for  supplies  fumisned  his  company  and 
for  wages  due  him,  as  stated  in  the  petition  ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  the  Committee 
on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  the  Leffislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  in 
behalf  of  Christopher  Miller,  were  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen-  i 
sionsj  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  | 
Williamson,  praying  a  pension,  made  a  report,  > 
accompanied  by  a  resolution  that  the  petitioner  . 
Save  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition.  The  report 
and  resolution  were  read. 

The  President  communicated  the  petition  of  1 
.  Cornelia  Schoonmaker,  administratrix,  and  Peter  ■, 
Marius  Groen,  administrator,  of  the  estate  of  Zach- 
ariah  Schoonmaker,  praying  relief  in  the  settle-  1 
ment  of  the  deceased  s  accounts  as  paymaster  of ' 
the  second  regiment  of  United  States'  volunteer 
•  artillery ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims.  | 

The  bill  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of  slavery 
into  the  Territories  of  the  United  States  north  and 
west  of  the  contemplated  State  of  Missouri  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
Hughes  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURI. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine  into 
the  Union,"  together  with  the  amendments  rejwrt- 
ed  thereto  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Roberts. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  said,  the  subject  under 
consideration  had  been  already  so  much  discussed, 
that  he  had  not  the  vanity  to  believe  that  he  could 
oflFer  any  thing  new  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Senate.  But  representing,  as  he  did,  a  State  in 
which  slavery  is  tolerated,  it  might  possibly  be 
construed  a  dereliction  of  duty,  and  an  abandon- 
ment of  the  sacred  interests  of  those  he  represented, 
were  he  to  remain  silent  on  the  present  occasion. 
Nothing,  however,  said  he,  but  an  imperious  and 
irresistible  sense  of  duty  could  have  induced  me  to 
depart  from  the  resolution  1  had  at  first  taken,  not 
to  trespass  upon  the  time  of  the  Senate  by  any  ob- 
servations 01  mine  upon  the  bill  now  in  progression. 


And  really,  sir,  it  is  with  a  degree  of  unfeigned 
reluctance  I  have  risen  to  oppose  my  opinions  to 
those  of  gentlemen  of  so  much  more  experience 
than  myself,  and  for  whose  opinions  I  cannot  but 
entertain  the  most  profound  respect. 

We  have  alreacly  heard,  sir,  as  well  from  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  who  first 
addressed  you,  as  from  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  who  clo«ed  his  remarks  last 
evening,  that  the  subject  under  consideration  is  an 
important  one.  In  this  sentiment  I  perfectly  accord. 
Perhaps,  sir,  no  subject  which  has  agitated  the 
councils  of  the  United  States  of  America,  from  the 
formation  of  our  Government  down  to  the  present 
period,  has  been  pregnant  with  more  important 
consequences  than  the  one  now  under  discussion. 
It  is  a  subject,  sir,  which  has  excited  not  only  the 
deep  interest  of  those  who  are  to  decide  upon  it, 
but  one  which  is  agitating  this  continent  from  one 
extreme^o  the  other.  And  whether  we  turn  our 
eyes  to  the  East  or  to  the  West,  to  the  North  or  to 
the  South,  we  behold  anxiety  depicted  in  every 
countenance,  as  if,  upon  the  decision  of  this  ques- 
tion, depended  the  peace  and  harmony  of  this 
Union. 

Sir,  the  resolutions  and  instructions  of  different 
State  Legislatures — the  petitions  of  very  many  as- 
semblages of  citizens  in  various  parts  of  the  Union, 
with  which  your  table  is  crowded — proclaim,  m 
language  not  to  be  misunderstood,  the  deep-toned 
feeling  to  which  the  discussion  of  this  question  has 
given  rise. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  heard,  with  much  regret, 

the  sentiments  which  have  been  expressed  in  this 

I  debate.     They  evince  a  degree  of  sectional  feeling 

which  I  had  not  expected  to  find  within  these 

walls.    I  had  indulged  the  hope,  sir,  that,  with  the 

I  close  of  the  late  war,  all  party  animosity  had  sub- 

'  sided,  and  that  our  political  Dark,  having  ridden 

out  the  tempest  of  faction,  had  been  safely  anchored 

in  the  haven  of  peace.     But  a  state  of  tranquillity, 

I  apprehend,  is  incompatible  with  the  nature  of 

,  man.     Scarcely  had  the  storm  subsided — scarcely 

had  we  shaken  hands  as  brothers — when  a  new 

'  source  of  discontent   ha."   been    discovered ;   and 

I  another,  and  much  more  important  distinction  of 

I  party  than  any  which  has  preceded  it,  is  about  to 

1  to  be  established. 

,  The  feelings  of  humanity  and  benevolence  have 
,  taken  such  complete  possession  of  certain  sections 
I  of  our  country,  that  every  other  consideration  is 
I  made  to  bend  to  the  irresistible  inclination  to  ame- 
liorate  the  condition  of  slaves.  A  spirit  of  oppo- 
'  sition — a  line  of  demarcation — is  sought  to  be 
;  established  between  the  slaveholding  and  non- 
i  slaveholding  States.  And  ''  slavery  or  not,"  seems 
j  destined  to  be  the  watch-word  of  party. 

I,  for  one,  Mr.  President,  deprecate  this  slate  of 
i  things.  I  am  not  among  those  who  believe  that 
party  dissensions  are  essential  to  the  health  of  the 
body  politic.  1  delight,  sir,  to  inhale  the  breeze 
which  brings  with  it  narmony  and  peace;  but 
when  other  sentiments  prevail,  it  is  not  my  nature 
to  yield  to  their  influence  witn  calm  indifference. 
Contest  is  preferable  to  submission.  I  feel  it  my 
duty,  therefore,  to  meet  this  question  at  the  thresh- 
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old ;  I  fear  there  is  too  much  reason  to  consider 
it  the  inception  of  a  policy  whose  tendency  may 
be  to  dismember  this  Union.  And  the  alarming 
doctrines  we  yesterday  heard,  have  certainly  not 
tended  to  allay  my  apprehensions. 

It  will  not  be  expected,  I  trust,  that  I  should 
follow  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  advocate  the 
amendment,  over  all  the  ground  they  have  occu- 
pied in  debate ;  for  this  I  nave  neither  inclination 
nor  ability,  and  were  they  both  in  my  possession, 
still,  the  effort  might,  perhaps,  by  some,  be  thought 
unnecessary. 

With  the  historical  sketches  which  have  been 
given  ys,  of  the  early  settlements  of  this  country, 
and  of  the  dangers  and  difficulties  which  were  en- 
countered by  our  forefathers  in  this  perilous  enter- 
prise, I  have  been  amu&ed  and  instructed — I  had 
almost  said,  I  have  been  charmed  by  their  novel- 
ty ;  but  I  must  be  pardoned  for  saying,  I  cannot 
perceive  their  relevancy  to  the  subject  under  dis- 
cussion. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire, 
whose  arguments  I  cannot  hope  to  reach,  much 
less  to  answer,  has  employed  a  considerable  portion 
of  a  very  long  and  a  very  able  speech,  in  inventing 
anathemas  against  slavery,  and  has  been  pleased 
to  draw  a  parallel  between  the  inhabitants  of  the 
different  sections  of  this  country,  (but  with  what 
degree  of  accuracy  others  must  judge,)  in  which 
he  has  not  failed  to  give  a  very  decided  preference 
to  thoite  who  inhabit  States  in  which  slavery  is 
not  tolerated  ;  and  in  the  plenitude  of  his  charity 
and  benevolence,  has  ascrined  this  vast  and  essen- 
tial difference  to  the  influence  of  slavery.  To  the 
same  influence  is  ascribed  a  destitution  of  talents, 
of  courage,  of  morality,  and  of  religion  ;  and,  from 
the  observations  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  one 
would  be  led  to  believe  that  all  the  cardinal  virtues 
wither  at  the  approach  of  this  accursed  monster 
slavery.  In  what  a  deplorable  condition  would 
be  the  inhabitants  of  the  slaveholding  States  if  the 
honorable  gentleman's  speculations  were  history  ! 
Fortunately,  however,  they  have  their  exist!l8nce 
only  in  a  fervid  imagination. 

But,  dreading  lest  ne  should  not  be  able  to  carry 
conviction  to  our  understandings,  which  he  must 
of  course  have  considered  extremely  blunt  and  im- 
penetrable, the  honorable  gentleman  endeavors  to 
make  an  attack  upon  our  tears,  in  which  he  con- 
siders us  perhaps  much  more  assailable ;  and  with 
all  the  christian  meekness  and  charity  imaginable, 
we  are  cautioned  to  beware  how  we  encourage 
slavery,  for  that  the  vengeance  of  an  angry  God 
will  not  sleep  forever. 

The  honorable  gentleman's  zeal  seems  to  have 
transported  him  beyond  the  bounds  of  just  calcu- 
lation. Our  apprenensions  are  not  so  easily  ex- 
cited. For,  wnilst  we  bow  with  great  humility 
and  reverence  before  the  majesty  of  Heaven,  ana, 
on  our  bended  knees,  would  deprecate  the  wrath 
of  God,  we  are  not  prepared  to  consider  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  as  one  of  his  vicegerents. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  far  from  my  intention  to  re- 
criminate ;  I  came  not  here  to  offend  or  be  offended, 
if  it  will  be  a  gratification  to  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman's feelings,  I  am  willing  to  admit,,  that  the 
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inhabitants  of  that  section  of  the  coimtry  from 
whence  he  comes,  are  all  high-minded  and  nonor- 
able  men  ;  that  tney  are  intelligent,  brave,  virtu- 
ous, moral,  religious,  and  patriotic.  But  I  must 
take  the  liberty  of  reminding  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman, that  these  are  not  sectioital  qualities ;  and 
that  if  he  will  give  himself  the  trouble  to  consult 
the  page  of  history,  he  will  learn  that  those  virtues 
are  alike  the  growth  of  every  part  of  this  exten- 
sive, prosperous,  and  happy  country ;  and  I  trust  I 
shall  not  give  offence  by  declaring  it  as  my  firm 
conviction,  that  the  inhaoitants  of  the  slaveholding 
States  will  not  suffer  by  a  just  comparison  witn 
those  of  any  other  section  of^the  Union. 

Without  intending,  sir,  to  make  invidious  com- 
parisons, or  in  the  slightest  degree  to  disparage 
other  parts  of  t^e  country,  I  would  ask,  where  wul 
you  find  a  greater  degree  of  pure  and  unadulterated 
patriotism — where  will  you  find  a  greater  devotion 
to  the  true  principles  of  liberty,  than  among  the 
inhabitants  of  the  slaveholding  States?  Who  first 
fanned  the  sacred  flame  of  freedom  on  this  conti- 
nent? A  Virginian — a  native  of  a  slaveholding 
State.  Who  penned  the  immortal  Declaration  of 
Independence  i  A  native  of  a  slaveholding  State. 
Who  led  your  Revolutionary  armies  to  battle  and 
to  victory?  A  native  of  a  slaveholding  State, 
Who  first  agitated  the  question,  which  eventuated 
in  the  formation  of  our  inestimable  Constitution  1 
Inhabitants  of  the  slaveholding  States.  Who  was 
first  called  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  his  country- 
men to  preside  over  the  destinies  of  the  new  Gov- 
ernment ?  A  native  of  a  slaveholding  State.  Who 
now  conducts  our  political  bark  with  so  much 
honor  to  himself  and  benefit  to  the  nation  ?  A  na- 
tive of  a  slaveholding  State. 

But  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire has  farther  .^told  us,  that  the  influence  of 
slavery  has  a  tendency  to  make  men  tyrannical 
and  despotic.  In  this  tne  experience  of  the  country 
is  against  him.  In  no  part  of  this  widely  extended 
Government  have  the  pure  principles  of  democracy 
been  so  much  cherished,  as  among  the  inhabitants 
of  the  slaveholding  States ;  and  these  yield  to  none 
in  the  practice  of  benevolence  and  humanity. 

We  are  next  told,  that  most  of  the  catastrophes 
of  the  late  war,  and  particularly  the  burning  of  the 
Capitol,  may  be  ascribed  to  the  same  detested  in- 
fluence. I  regret,  sir,  that  our  minds  have  been 
thought  to  dwell  upon  the  subject.  Over  some  of 
the  events  of  the  late  war  I  would  most  cheerfully 
have  drawn  the  curtain  of  oblivion.  The  fair  page 
of  our  history  has  been  blackened,  and  our  country 
in  some  measure  disgraced,  by  them.  But  the 
events  which  I  should  be  most  anxious  to  forget, 
sir.  were  not  those  which  transpired  in  the  slave- 
holding  Sutes.  Some,  which  were  calculated  to 
make  the  cheek  of  patriotism  burn  with  shame, 
had  their  existence  in  a  northern  latitude,  far  be- 
yond the  influence  of  slavery.  I  forbear,  sir,  to 
particularize,  from  an  unwillingness  to  arouse 
feelingsVhich  are  slumbering  in  forgetfulness  of 
these  melancholy  disasters.  But  it  must  be  recol- 
lected that  the  tide  of  war  rolled  in  upon  us  one 
disaster  after  another,  in  dreadful  succession.  I 
would  ask  the  honorable  gentleman,  who  checked 
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the  progress  of  this  tide,  turned  its  course,  and 
threw  it  back  upon  the  foe  ?  Who  achieved  the 
evv  memorable  victory  of  Orleans,  which  has  shed 
such  a  lustre  around  the  American  arms  ?  Soldiers 
from  the  slaveholding  States 


condition  that  slavery  should  be  inhibited  in  the 
territory  thus  transferred  to  the  United  States. 

The  praise,  therefore,  which  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  bestowed  upon  Virgi- 
nia for  her  philanthropy  in  interdicting  slavery  m 


But  I  will  not  dwell  upon  this  part  of  the  sub- }  the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  was  altogether 
ject,  sir ;  there  is  nothing  m  it  calculated  to  gratify  j  undeserved 


my  own  feelings,  or  to  interest  those  of  the  Senate. 

I  will  proceed  to  an  examination  of  the  more  j 
important  arguments  of  honorable  gentlemen,  j 
founded  upon  the  celebrated  ordinance  of  1787,  j 
the  Constitution  of   the  United  States,  and  the 


In  1787  Congress  passed  the  celebrated  ordinance 
about  which  so  much  has  been  said.  This  ordi- 
nance is  entitled  "  An  ordinance  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  territory  of  the  United  Statta  north- 
west of  the  river  Ohio ;"  and,  among  other  things. 


treaty  of  cession.    And  I  flatter  myself,  I  shall  be  |  ordains  and  declares  certain  articles  of  compact 

able  to  establish,  as  far  as  negative  proof  can  pos-    "  '  •  "-  - 

sibly  extend,  that,  from  neither  of  these  fruitful 

sources  can  be  derived  the  authority  to  impose  the 

contemplated  restriction  upon  the  good  people  of 

Missouri. 

In  the  investigation  of  this  subject,  therefore.  I 

Eroposc  to  show — that  the  amendment  offered  by  tne 
onorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  is  un- 
authorized Dy  the  ordinance  of  '87 ;  that  it  is  un- 
authorized bv  the  Constitution ;  and  that  it  is 
expressly  foroid  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty  by 
wnich  tne  territory  in  question  has  been  acquired. 
The  elucidation  of  this  subject  must  necessarily 
be  somewhat  dry  and  uninteresting ;   for,  in  the 


between  the  original  States  and  the  people  and 
States  of  the  said  territory,  and  forever  to  remain 
unalterable,  except  by  common  consent ;  the  sixth 
of  which  articles  oi  compact  declares,  "  There 
shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude 
in  the  said  territory,  otherwise  than  in  the  punish- 
ment of  crimes."  In  1788  Virginia  ratined  the 
fifth  of  these  articles  of  compact  contained  in  the 
ordinance  of  1787;  but  saia  nothing  about  any 
of  the  other  articles. 

In  August,  1789,  the  form  of  government  having 
been  altered,  and  the  articles  of  confederation 
having  been  exchanged  for  our  present  constitution, 
Congress  passed  a  law  adapting  the  ordinance  of 


development  of  Constitutional  principles,  we  are  1787  to  the  new  government, 
not  permitted  to  wander  in  tne  wide  fields  of  |  Having  thus,  sir,  in  a  very  cursory  manner,  ad- 
rhetoric,  to  gather  flowers  wherewith  to  decorate  ;  verted  to  the  different  deeds  of  cession  and  the  acts 
our  path.  [  of  Congress,  in  relation  to  the  territory  so  ceded, 

I  will  in  the  first  place  call  the  attention  of  the  '  I  will  proceed,  in  a  still  more  cursory  manner,  to 
Senate  to  the  ordinance  of  '87,  which  has  been  so  '  state  some  of  the  reasons  which  have  produced  a 
emphatically  styled,  by  the  honorable  gentleman  conviction  upon  my  mind  that  the  sixth  section  of 
from  Pennsylvania,  the  immortal  ordinance.  i  this  immortal  ordinance,  upon  which  the  gentle- 

A  brief  history  of  the  circumstances  which  led  !  man  from  Pennsylvania  relies  as  his  authority  to 


to,  and  were  attendant  upon,  the  passage  and 
adoption  of  this  ordinance,  will,  I  trust,  justify 
the  opinion  I  have  formed,  that  it  is  an  instrument 
not  entitled  to  the  high  commendation  which  has 
been  bestowed  upon  it 


impose  the  contemplated  restriction  upon  the  State 
of  Missouri,  cannot,  and  will  not,  support  the 
mighty  fabric  which  has  been  attempted  to  be 
reared  upon  it.  I  contend  that  the  »ixth  section 
was  authorized  by  the  deeds  of  cession  by  which 


In  the  year  1780,  Congress  recommendetl  to  the  I  Congress  acquired  the  territory,  for  the  government 
States  having  claims  to  waste  and  unappropriated  of  which  the  ordinance  was  passed  ;  these  deeds 
lands  in  the  Western  country,  a  liberal  cession  to  ,  having  embraced  no  condition  or  stipulation  to 
the  United  States  of  a  portion  of  their  respective  |  that  effect,  and  not  having  transferred  to  Congress 
claims,  for  the  common  benefit ;  the  territory  to  be    any  power  for  that  purpose. 


thus  ceded  to  be  formed  into  distinct  republican 
States,  having   the  same  rights  of  sovereignty, 
freedom,  and  independence,  with  other  States. 
In  1781  the  State  of  I^ew  York  limited  and  de- 


was  unauthorized  oy  the  articles  of  confeder- 
ation, no  power  to  pass  any  such  restriction  hav- 
ing been  delegated  to  Congress  by  that  instrument ; 
and  all  powers  not  expressly  delegated  being  re- 


fined her  western  boundary,  and  ceded  and  relin-  tained  to  the  people.  The  passing  of  this  restric- 
tion, therefore,  was  in  derogation  of  the  rights  of 
the  people  so  retained.  But,  by  way  of  rendering 
this  part  of  the  ordinance  more  acceptable,  it  has 
been  called  a  compact  and  agreement.  A  strange 
compact  and  agreement,  indeed !  I  had  always 
supposed  that  it  required  at  least  two  parties  to 
enter  into  a  compact  or  agreement.  But,  in  the 
instance  under  consideration,  there  seems  to  have 
been  but  one  party.  It  was  a  compact  and  agree- 
ment made  between  Congress  and  them.selves,  no 
other  party  consenting,  or  being  even  consulted,  in 
relation  to  the  subject-matter  oi  this  important  re- 
striction;  a  restriction  made  without  authonty, 


auished  to  such  States  as  then  were,  or  should 
lereafter  become  parties  to  the  articles  of  confed- 
eration, all  her  ri^t  and  claim  to  lands  and  ter- 
ritories to  the  northward  and  westward  of  the 
boundary  thus  limited  and  defined. 

In  1784  Virginia  ceded  to  the  United  States  her 
claim  to  the  territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio. 
In  1785  Miissachusetts  ceded  and  relinquished 
all  claim  to  the  territory  within  her  charter,  west 
of  a  particular  line  mentioned  in  her  deed  of 
cession. 

In  1786  Coimecticut  ceded   her  claim   to  the 
territory  called  the  Western  Reserve. 


It  must  be  remarked,  Mr.  President,  that  not  one    and  one  violatory  of  the  equal  rights  of  the  people 
of  these  deeds  of  cession  contained  a  proviso  or  [  of  this  country. 
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But,  if  I  should  ha  ve  formed  erroneous  conclusions 
in  relation  to  this  ordinance — nay,  even  if  I  were 
to  admit  that  it  was  duly  authorized  and  properly 
made,  it  was  certainly  local  in  its  very  nature,  and 
confined  in  its  operations  to  the  territory  of  the 
United  States  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio.  As  a 
proof  of  this,  whenever  it  has  been  necessary  to 
extend  its  provisions  to  territory  subsequently  ac- 
quired, it  has  always  been  by  a  special  act  of  Con- 
gress, passed  for  that  purpose. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
aAer  informing  us  that  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois 
have  been  admitted  under  his  favorite  ordinance, 
triumphantly  asks — how  can  Missouri  complain  ? 
I  am  not  apprized  that  the  right  of  restriction  was 
contested  at  the  time  of  the  admission  of  these 
States :    I  think  it  highly   probable  it  was   not. 
The  ordinance  of  1787  embraced  the  territory  of 
which  these  States  were  formed.     It  had  been  for 
a  long  time  acquiesced  in.     The  territory  had  been 
settled  under  the  impression  that  slavery  was  not 
to  be  tolerated,  and  the  restriction  contained  in 
the  ordinance  was,  as  to  the  inhabitants  of  this 
territory,  of  no  importance  whatever.     In  relation 
to  Missouri  the  case  is  widely  different.     The  or- 
dinance of  1787  has   never  embraced  it:   it  has 
been  settled  by  slaveholders,  whose  manners,  cus- 
toms, and  habits,  are  not  only  familiarized  to  the 
toleration  of  slavery,  but  for  whose  convenience  it 
has  become  somewnat  necessary,  and  to  whom  the 
Greneral  Crovemment  has  given  every  implied  as- 
surance that  there  would  he  no  attempt  to  inhibit 
slavery.     Louisiana,  a  part  of  the  territory  acaui- 
red  by  the  same  treaty,  and  at  the  same  time,  has 
been  admitted  into  the  Union  without  such  restric- 
tion.    An  act  of  Congress  passed  for  the  govern- 
ment of  Missouri  contains   no  such   restriction. 
Every  new  Sute  which  has  been  admitted  into 
the  Union,  (with  the  exception  of  those  formed  of 
the  territory   northwest   of  the  river   Ohio,  and 
which  were  embraced  in  the  oi^nance  of  1787,) 
have  been  admitted  without  such  restriction.     I 
would  remind  the  honorable  goitleman  that  Ver- 
naont,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Louisiana,  Mississip- 
pi, and  Alabama,  had  no  such  restriction  imposed 
upon  them  at  the  time  of  their  admission  to  the 
federal  embrace.     I  would  then  ask  the  gentleman, 
sir,  whether  Missouri  may  not  well  complain  of 
the  attempt  to  impose  sucn  restriction  at  this  late 
period  7    I  think  she  well  may.    But  the  gentle- 
men themselves  seem  to  doubt  the  authority  of  the 
ordinance,  and  resort  to  the  Constitution. 

I  will  proceed,  sir,  to  an  examination  of  those 
parts. of  the  Constitution  from  which  gentlemen 
conceive  they  derive  the  authority  to  impose  the 
contemplated  restriction.  But,  before  I  do,  permit 
me  to  premise,  "that  the  powers  not  delegated  to 
the  United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohib- 
ited by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States 
respectively,  or  to  the  people." 

In  approaching  the  Constitution  of  my  country, 
sir.  I  proceed  with  a  kind  of  deferential  awe  :  it  is 
a  hallowed  instrument,  with  which  I  am  almost 
afraid  to  trust  myself. 

The  gprant  of  power^  to  Congress  by  the  Consti- 
tution, are  embraced  in  the  Sth  section  of  the  1st 


article ;  by  which  Congress  shall  have  power  to 
lay  and  collect  taxes,  to  borrow  money,  to  regulate 
conimerce,  to  establish  an  uniform  nile  of  natural- 
ization, to  coin  money,  to  promote  the  progress  of 
science  and  useful  arts,  to  constitute  tribunals  in- 
ferior to  the  Supreme  Qourt,  to  declare  war,  &c. 
Among  the  powers  enumerated  in  this  section,  the 
one  contended  for  will  not  be  found.  But  the 
gentlemen  inform  us  that  the  power  is  derived  from 
the  9th  section  of  the  same  article,  or  from  the  3d 
section  of  the  4th  article ;  but  from  which  of  these 
sections  the  advocates  of  this  measure  have  not 
exactly  agreed  among  themselves.  That  it  cannot 
be  derived  from  both,  I  presume,  must  be  admitted ; 
for  it  would  be  doing  injustice  to  the  profound  in- 
telligence of  the  immortal  framers  of  the  Constitu- 
tion to  suppose  that  they  would  have  employed 
two  distinct  sections  in  different  articles  of  tnat 
instrument,  to  convey  the  same  power.  And  this 
diversity  of  opinion  among  such  able  expositors  of 
the  Constitution,  renders  it  at  least  doubtful  whe- 
ther it  is  derivable  from  either  section. 

But  let  us  examine  the  sections  referred  to.  The 
9th  section  of  the  1st  article  is  as  follows : 

*  The  mif  ration  or  importttion  of  much  persons  as 
any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to 
admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior 
to  the  year  1808  ;  but  a  tax  or  dutymaj  be  imposed 
on  suct^  importation,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for 
each  person. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  any  section  of 
this  inimitable  instrmnent  should  have  been  so 
constructed  as  to  admit  even  of  doubtful  interpre- 
tation. It  is,  however,  a  proof  that  perfection  be- 
longs not  to  man,  but  is  an  attribute  of  the  Deity. 
The  instrument  under  consideration  is,  perhaps,  as 
perfect  as  man  could  make  it. 

The  gentlemen  who  rely  upon  this  section  con- 
tend that  the  power  implicnlly  acknowledged  to  re- 
side in  Congress,  by  the  phraseology  of  this  section, 
to  prohibit  the  migration  of  slaves,  is  sufficiently 
extensive  to  authorize  the  interdiction  of  carrying 
slaves  from  one  State  to  another  of  this  Union,  or 
from  the  States  to  the  Territories  belonging  to  the 
United  States;  and  that  Congress  may  well  reg- 
ulate the  intercourse  between  the  States  and  Ter- 
ritories, in  thb  regard,  and  totally  prohibit  the 
"  migration"  of  slaves. 

On  first  turning  my  attention  to  this  subject, 
with  a  view  to  the  formation  of  an  opinion  upon 
the  section  under  consideration,  I  was  impressed 
with  the  belief  that  the  words  "  migration  and  im- 
portation" were  used  as  convertible ;  that  they 
were  intended  to  have  the  same  interpretation ;  and 
both  to  have  reference  to  the  introduction  of  slaves 
from  abroad:  for,  although  the  word  "persons" 
was  used,  I  had  no  difficulty  in  believing  slaves 
were  meant.  This  construction  I  believed  to  be 
strengthened  by  the  fact  that  the  word  "  migra- 
tion" is  entirely  dropped  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
section,  and  the  word  "such"  is  made  to  refer  to 
the  persons  so  to  be  introduced ;  Confess  being 
authorized  to  impose  a  tal  on  such  importatioa 
not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each  person.  But, 
on  more  mature  reflection,  my  ciind  came  to  the 


167 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


168 


169 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


170 


■ 


i 


II 


f 


Sbkati. 


Admis$wn  of  Maine  and  Mimmri. 


Janvabt,  1820. 


conclusion  that  the  words  were  entitled  to  be  con-  to  be  exercised  is  not  legitimately  derivable  from 
sidered  separately ;  that  they  were  intended  to  have  the  9th  section  of  ,the  first  article  of  the  Constitu- 
distinct  meanings,  and  each  to  be  employed  in  the  tion,  I  now  proceed  to  an  examination  of  the  third 
performance  of  a  particular  office.  I  was  the  more  i  section  of  the  4th  article,  with  a  view  to  ascertoin 
easily  led  to  this  conclusion  from  the  belief  that '  whether  honorable  gentleinen  have  been  more  for- 
thc  great  and  excellent  men  who  formed  our  Con- 1  tunatein  the  selection  of  this  section — from  whence 
stitution,  would  not  have  employed  an  unnecessary 
phraseology,  or  have  used  words  which  they  did 
not  intend  should  have  their  appropriate  signifi- 
cation. 

The  construction,  therefore,  which  I  am  disposed 
to  give  to  this  section  is — that  the  word  "  importa-       ,  ,         . 

tion,"  as  its  appropriate  meaning  would  indicate,  i  8ut<t,  or  pan«  of  Sutet,  without  the  content  of  the 
looks  abroad  and  was  intended  to  embrace  slaves  Le»iiUture  of  the  8ute.  concerned,  m  well  »  of  the 
brought  into  this  country   from  Africa  and  else-    Congrei«." 


to  derive  the  power  contended  for. 

The  section  is  as  follows : 

•<  New  States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress 
into  this  Union,  but  no  new  State  ahall  be  formed  or 
erected  within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  other  State  ;  nor 
any  State  be  formed  by  the  junction  of  two  or  more 


where  by   water.     The  word  "  migration"   was 
intended  to  embrace  such  as  should  be  brought  into  \ 
the  United  States  by  land,  from  the  contipious 
territory   belonging  to   foreign   Powers.     For   it  , 
would  nave  been  idle  and  vain  to  have  prohibited  I 
the  "  importation"  or  the  bringing  of  slaves  di- 
rectly into  our  ports — whilst  there  should  be  no 
interdiction  of  "  migration"  from  the  territory  of 
foreign  Powers  immediately  adjoining  the  territory 
of  the  United  States,  and  it  must  be  recollected, 
that  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  this  country  was  bordert?d  in  difierenl 
directions  by  territory  belonging  to  other  nations. 
By  giving  tnis  construction  you  satisfy  the  full 
meaning  of  both  words.     Ana  this  without  in  the 
slightest  degree  touching  the  intercourse  between 
the  different  members  of  the  Federal  family — to 
authorize  an  interference  with  which,  under  this 
section,  could  not  have  been  in  the  contemplation 
of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution.     For  I  can 
scarcely  believe  that,  at  the  time  of  its  adoption, 
it  was  anticipated   by  any  one,  that  the  period 
would  ever  arrive  when  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  would  undertake  to  restrain  the  "  mi- 
gration" of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Union  from  one 
State  to  another — or  (which  amounts  to  the  .same 
thing)  would  prevent  them   from  carrying  their 
property  with  them  when  they  did  migrate. 

out  fortunately  there  is  a  practical  commentary 
upon  this  subject.     The  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  in  March,  1807,  in  passing  an  act  to  carry 
this  provision  of  the  Constitution  into  effect,  or 
rather  in  the  exercise  of  a  right  impliedly  given  to 
them  by  this  clause — have  virtually  given  the  con- 
struction for  which  I  contend.    They  prohibited 
the  importation  of  slaves  from  abroad  or  the  bring- 
ing of  them  into  the  United  States  from  the  do- 
minions of  any  foreign  State  immediately  adjoining 
the  United  States,  under  severe  penalties.    But  so 
far  from  attempting  to  prohibit  the  removing  of 
slaves  from  one  State  to  another,  they  have  by  the 
same  act  regulated  coastwise  the  manner  ot  this 
intercourse.     So  far,  then,  as  the  experience  of 
Government  reflects  light  upon  this  subject,  its 
tendency  is  to  illumine  the  path  I  have  taken  in 
the  exposition  of  this  section  of  the  Constitution. 
And  although  I  would  not  pretend  that  we  are 
bound  by  wnat  our  predecessors  have  done  in  this 
regard,  yet  1  trust  the  force  of  a  good  example  will 
not  be  altogether  disregarded. 
Having,  as  I  think,  shown  that  the  power  sought 


The  Congress  ahall  have  the  power  to  dispoae  of, 
and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting 
the  territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United 
States.  And  nothing  in  this  Constitution  shall  be  so 
construed  as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United 
States  or  of  any  particular  State." 

By  the  first  clause  of  this  section,  we  perceive 
that  "  new  States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress 
into  the  Union." 

In  the  construction  of  this  clause  great  influence 
is  given  to  the  word  "may."  Congress  "may" 
admit  new  States.  And  it  is  contended  that  as 
Congre^s  may  do  this,  it  follows  as  a  necessary 
consequence  that  they  may  prescribe  the  terms 
upon  which  it  may  be  done. 

This,  I  thinkj  is  an  inference  not  fairly  deduciWe 
from  the  premises.  Because  you  have  a  right  to 
accept  or  reject  a  proposition  when  made  to  you, 
it  certainly  does  not  follow,  as  a  consequence,  that 
you  have  a  right  to  compel  the  person  who  made 
the  proposition  to  change  and  modify  it,  so  as  to 
render  it  compatible  witn  your  ideas  of  the  fitness 
of  things.  Your  power  is  fulfilled  when  you  have 
exercised  the  right  of  acceptance  or  rejection. 

Besides,  I^presume,  the  construction  contended 
for  is  extending  the  use  of  the  word  "may"  far 
beyond  what  was  originally  intended.  The  States 
contemplated  to  be  admitted,  I  take  it  for  granted, 
were  to  be  clothed  with  sovereign,  independent 
power,  having  all  the  rights,  privileges  ana  immu- 
nities of  the  States  which  then  composed  the  fed- 
eral compact.     And  they  were  to  come  into  the 


Union  upon  equal  terms,  so  as  not  to  disgrace  the 
fair  fabric  of  our  Crovemment.  I  can  hardly  pre- 
sume that  they  were  to  be  manacled  and  dragged 
into  the  Union,  loaded  with  disgraceful  restrictions, 
having  a  tendency  to  make  them  loathe  their  con- 
dition. 

It  could  scarcely  have  been  intended  by  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  to  have  transferred  a 
power  to  Congress,  in  the  exercise  of  which  ther 
might  be  enabled  to  mock  the  feelings  and  trample 
upon  the  rights  of  any  portion  of  persons,  who,  from 
an  ardent  attachment  to  the  principles  of  liberty, 
and  affectionate  rccrard  for  thebeautiful  structureof 
our  Government,  sliould  seek  protection  under  its 
fostering  wings. 

Had  such  power  been  intended  to  be  transferred 
to  Congress,  I  would  ask,  why  was  not  the  power 
"  expressly  delegated  ?"  What  prevented  the  in- 
sertion of^  such  a  provision  in  tnc  Constitution  ? 
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It  would  have  occupied  but  little  time  to  have 
added,  after  the  word  "  Union,"  the  words  "upon 
such  terms,  conditions,  and  restrictions  as  Congress 
may  deem  it  expedient  to  impose."  These,  or 
similiar  words,  not  having  been  used,  the  power  is 
not  "expressly  delegated,"  in  the  language  of  the 
Constitution. 

But  it  may  be  asked,  what  meaning  should  be 
given  to  the  word  "  may,"  and  how  is  the  option 
which  it  is  admitted  Congress  possesses,  to  be  ex- 
ercised ?  The  answer  is  easy.  Congress  may 
choose  whether  they  will  acceae  to  the  proposition 
or  not.  Congress  may  exercise  the  right  of  judg- 
ing whether  the  territory  is  in  a  state  of  prepared- 
ness for  admission  into  the  Union.  Whether  she 
has  stffficient  numbers  tu  entitle  her  to  the  dignity 
of  a  State;  whether  it  is  con&istent  with  the  gen- 
eral welfare  that  such  territory  should  be  erected 
into  a  State  at  this  session,  or  her  admission  into 
the  Union  be  postponed  to  a  more  distant  period. 
Or,  perhaps,  I  might  go  farther,  and  say,  that  Con- 
gress may  exercise  a  right  of  refusal  altogether, 
though  I  think  such  refusal  would  be  incompatible 
with  good  faith.  But,  I  repeat,  that  such  right  to 
admit  or  to  refuse  admission,  does  not  imply  a 
right  to  impose  terms  and  copditions. 

As  to  that  part  of  the  section  which  authorizes 
Congres:^  to  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations 
respecting  the  territory  or  other  property  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States,  I  should  hardly  nave  sup- 
posed, if  I  had  not  seen  otherwise,  that  it  would 
have  been  seriously  contended  that  this  claim  con- 
yeyed  to  Congress  the  power  of  imposing  a  re- 
striction upon  a  State  applying  for  admission  into 
the  Union.  The  words  of  the  section  appear  clearly, 
to  my  view,  to  have  contemplated  only  a  tempo- 
rary arrangement  iu  relation  to  the  territory  and 
property  of  the  United  States,  and  did  not  look  to 
an  interference  with  State  rights.  Nothing  more, 
I  apprehend,  was  intended  by  this  section,  out  that 
the  Congress  should  be  authorized  to  extend  the 
fosterin"  arm  of  Government  for  the  protection  of 
tho»e  infant  establishments.  Toaflbrd  ttiem  nurture, 
and  to  cherish  them  untii,  warmed  and  animated 
by  the  genial  influence  of  parental  care,  they  should 
have  grown  to  maturity,  and  should  have  become 
capaue  of  assuming  the  imposiag  attitude  and 
dignity  of  States;  at  which  time  Congress,  by  the 
provisions  of  the  other  clause  of  the  section,  were 
authorized  to  admit  them  into  the  Union,  and  the 
necessity  for  those  temporary  rules  and  regulations 
would  of  course  cease. 

But,  if  this  course  of  reasoning  should  by  some 
be  thought  fallacious,  it  surely  behooves  the  advo- 
cates for  the  imposition  of  the  restriction  to  show 
that  the  inhibition  of  slavery  is  a  needful  regula- 
tion for  the  territory  in  question.  As  far,  sir,  as 
we  are  led  by  the  lights  of  experience,  the  reverse 
is  the  fact.  Persons  who  inhabit  that  territory, 
and  who  certainly  ought  to  be  esteemed  at  least  as 
capable  of  judging  of  this  matter  as  those  so  far 
removed,  imbrm  us  that  such  restriction  b  not 
needful,  and  that  they  are  desirous  none  such  should 
be  imposed — wishing  to  have  the  privilege  of  reg- 
ulating their  internal  police  as  in  their  judgment 
shall  ^t  promote  their  happiness  and  welfare  ;  a 


privilege,  Mr.  President,  which  I  think  ought  to 
be  accorded  to  them.  Thus,  sir,  I  have  cursorily 
examined  the  other  section  of  the  Constitution, 
upon  which  gentlemen  rely  ;  and  I  have  searched 
in  vain  for  the  grant  of  power  to  impose  the  restric- 
tion contemplated  by  the  amendment  on  your  table. 
I  cannot  but  remark,  sir,  to  what  lengths  argu- 
ments might  be  carried,  predicated  upon  the  sup- 
position of  the  existence  of  the  power  on  the  part 
of  Congress  to  impose  conditions  and  restrictions. 
If  you  have  the  authority  to  impose  the  one  now 
sought  to  be  imposed,  may  you  not  impose  any 
other  ?  If  you  nave  a  rignt  to  inhibit  the  intro- 
duction of  slaves  into  the  new  States,  you  have  a 
right  to  inhibit  the  introduction  of  any  other 
species  of  property.  And  you  may  go  a  step 
further,  and  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  the 
soil  shall' be  cultivated.  In  fine,  there  is  no  restric- 
tion or  condition  whatever,  which  may  not,  with 
equal  propriety,  be  imposed. 

Have  honorable  gentlemen  reflected,  that,  if  we 
have  a  right  to  inhibit  slavery,  by  a  parity  of  rea- 
soning, we  have  a  right  to  impose  it.  How  would 
the  gooA  people  of  the  District  of  Maine,  who  are 
now  applying  for  admission  into  the  Union  as  an 
independent  State,  feel,  if  Congress  were  to  make 
it  a  condition  of  their  admission,  that  slavery  should 
be  there  tolerated,  and  persons  migrating  thither 
might  carry  with  them  their  slaves,  and  exercise 
all  the  acts  of  ownership  over  them  which  they 
were  wont  to  do  in* the  State  from  whence  they 
migrated  ? 

I  imagine,  sir,  that  the  people  of  Maine  would 
begin  to  inquire  from  whence  Congress  derived 
the  power  to  impose  such  a  condition.  They 
would  be  desirous  of  knowing,  sir,  from  what 
article  or  section  of  the  Constitution  Congress 
derived  the  power  to  interfere  with  the  internal 
affairs  and  police  of  their  State.  And  I  much 
question,  sir,  whether  we  could  take  shelter  under 
the  wings  of  the  Constitution,  from  the  imputa- 
tion which  would  be  cast  upon  us,  of  an  assump- 
tion of  unauthorized  power. 

But,  sir.  without  detaining  the  Senate  longer 
upon  this  Dranch  of  the  subject,  I  will  proceed  to 
an  examination  of  the  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  France,  by  which  the  territory  of  Mis- 
souri, with  other  territory,  was  acquired.  And  in 
the  investigation  of  this  part  of  the  question,  I 
might  admit,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  (and  for 
argument's  sake  alone  could  it  ^  admitted,)  the 
possession  by  Congress  of  the  power  contended  for, 
as  a  general  principle,  and  yet  might  successfully 
contend  that  they  are  forbid  the  exercise  of  sucn 
power  in  relation  to  Missouri,  by  the  express  pro- 
visions of  the  treaty.  The  third  article  of  this 
treaty  provides  that  "  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded 
'  territory  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  Union  of 
'  the  United  States,  and  admitted  as  soon  as  possi- 
'  ble,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal 
'  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights, 
'  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citizens  of  the 
'  United  States;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  they  shall 
'  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment 
'  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion  which 
'  they  profess." 
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The  treaty  bears  date  the  30th  April,  1803,  and 
was,  no  doubt,  entered  into  with  good  faith  be- 
tween the  high  contracting  parties.  And  by  this 
treaty  it  will  be  seen  that  the  inhabitants  were  to 
be  incorporated  into  the  Union  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  were  to  be  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of 
their  property.  It  is  admitted,  or,  at  any  rate,  it  has 
not  been  denied,  that  slaves  constituted  a  oart  of 
the  property  of  the  inhabiunts  of  the  ceded  terri- 
tory, and  of  which  the  United  States  guarantied 
the  free  enjoyment ;  thus  recognising  the  existence 
of  slavery  m  the  territory  in  question. 

But  a  reference  to  the  acts  of  Government  in 
relation  to  this  territory  will  be  sufficient  to  show 
what  construction  has  been  placed  upon  this  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty. 

By  an  act  or  Congress,  passed  in  October,  1803, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  is  authorized  to 
take  possession  of  the  territory  ceded  by  France  to 
the  United  States.    In  March,  1804,  an  act  is 

gissed  erecting  Louisiana  into  two  territories, 
rleans  and  Louisiana,  and  providing  for  the 
temporary  government  thereof.  And  by  the  10th 
section  of  this  act,  it  is  declared,  among  other 
things,  not  to  be  lawful  for  any  person  to  import 
or  bring  into  the  said  territory,  from  any  port  or 
place  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  any 
slave  or  slaves,  except  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  removing  into  said  territory  for  actual  set- 
tlement, and  being,  at  the  time  of  such  removal, 
bma  fide  owner  of  such  slave  or  slaves.  Upon  this 
section  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania has  placed  great  reliance,  and,  with  much 
confidence,  asserts  that  here  is  a  recognition,  on 
the  part  of  Congress,  of  a  right  to  inhibit  slavenr 
in  the  territory  in  question;  and  that  the  amend- 
ment which  ne  has  offered  seeks  to  do  nothing 
more  than  our  predecessors  have  done.  I  would 
remark,  however,  that  the  gentleman's  amendment 
goes  much  farther  than  even  the  act  of  Congress 
upon  which  he  relies  has  gone.  By  this  act,  per- 
sons who  wished  to  settle  in  Louisiana  might 
carry  with  them  their  slaves ;  but,  by  the  gentle- 
man's amendment,  the  farther  introduction  of 
slaves  into  Missouri  is  to  be  irrevocably  prohibited ; 
so  that,  if  an  owner  of  slaves  were  to  rnigrate  to 
Missouri,  he  could  not  carry  with  him  this  species 
of  property. 

Without  attempting  to  give  any  positive  opinion 
upon  the  subject,  I  think  it  not  improbable  that, 
it  the  question  had  ever  been  properly  brought  be- 
fore the  Judiciary,  this  prohibitory  section  would 
have  been  declared  unconstitutional,  and  conse- 
quently void,  ri  is  sufficient  for  my  purpose  to 
show  that  the  Congress  themselves  considered  they 
had  gone  a  step  too  far  in  relation  to  this  inhibition. 
They  very  soon  became  apprized  of  the  error  into 
which  they  had  fallen,  and  embraced  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  correcting  it.  At  the  very  next 
session,  in  1805,  in  an  act  further  providing  for 
the  government  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  it  is 
enacted  that  the  6th  article  of  compact  in  the 
ordinance  of  1787,  (which  prohibits  slavery,)  shall 
not  extend  to,  but  is  excluded  from  all  operation 
within,  the  Territory  of  Orleans.  And  tne  laws 
which  were  then  in  force  m  the  said  territory, 


not  inconsistent  with  this  act,  were  to  continue. 
Bv  this  act  of  1805,  the  10th  section  of  the  act 
ot  1804  was  virtually  repealed.  And  I  understand 
it  was  the  constant  practice,  after  the  passage  of 
the  act  of  1805,  to  import  slaves  into  Orleans, 
until  the  year  1808,  when  Congress,  in  terms  of 
the  Constitution,  prohibited  such  importation. 

In  the  same  year,  (1805,)  Congress  also  passed 
an  act  for  the  government  of  tne  Territory  of 
Louisiana,  in  which  there  was  no  inhibition  of 
slavery. 

The  Territory  of  Orleans,  by  the  name  of  Lou- 
isiana, is  admitted  into  the  Union  as  an  inde- 
pendent State,  in  1812,  without  the  restriction  in 
relation  to  slavery. 

In  the  same  year,  (1812,)  the  name  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Louisiana  is  changed  to  that  of  Missouri ; 
and  an  act  is  passed  for  its  government,  in  which 
there  is  no  restriction  respecting  slavery.  From 
these  different  acts  of  Congress,  sir,  I  think  persons 
who  purchased  lands  in  Missouri  might  well  have 
calculated  that,  at  any  future  period,  it  would  be 
competent  for  them  to  settle  those  lands,  and  cul- 
tivate them  with  slaves.  1  might  be  permitted  to 
ask,  sir,  would  not  the  imposition  of  the  restriction 
Tiotr,  even  admitting  Congress  had  the  power  to 
impose  it,  be  manifestly  unjust.  The  State  of 
Louisiana,  a  part  of  the  same  territory,  acquired 
at  the  same  time,  is  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  the 
rights  of  property  in  slaves.  By  wnat  principle 
of  equal  justice  will  you  deny  to  Missouri  the^ 
same  privilege?  Mr.  President,  it  should  be  the 
pride  of  Congress  to  mete  out  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  various  sections  of  this  vast  Republic,  equal 
and  impartial  justice.  Let  no  one  section  have 
just  cause  of  complaint.  The  difference  sought  to 
be  made  between  the  inhabitants,  of  even  the  same 
territory,  is  too  apparent  not  to  be  perceived.  It 
will  long  be  remembered,  I  fear,  by  the  people  of 
Missouri,  and  cannot  certainly  be  expected  to  in- 
crease their  attachment  for  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. 

But,  Mr.  President,  the  words  of  the  treaty  itself 
are  sufficiently  comprehensive  for  all  the  purposes 
of  this  argument.  They  are  broad  and  latitudi- 
nary  in  their  extent.  The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded 
territory  are  to  be  admitted  to  all  the  rights,  advan- 
tages, and  immunities  of  the  citizens  oi  the  United 
States.  They  are  not  to  be  restrained,  but  are  to 
be  left  free  to  choose  for  themselves,  what  portion  of 
these  privileges  they  will  enjoy.  Restrain  them, 
then,  in  the  enjoyment  of  any  essential  right,  and 
you  violate  the  provisions  of  this  treaty.  If  an 
inhabitant  of  Missouri  can  point  to  an  inhabitant 
of  another  State,  and  with  propriety  say,  that  such 
individual  is  in  tne  enjoyment  of  rights  which  Con- 
gress have  denied  to  him,  he  may  well  complain 
that  the  treaty  has  been  violated.  To  illustrate 
this  position:  if  the  inhabitants  of  Missouri  should 
turn  their  eyes  to  the  slaveholding  States,  and  see 
the  inhabitants  of  those  States  exercising  acts,  of 
ownership  over  a  description  of  property  which 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  had  denied  ta 
them  the  privilege  of  owning,  well  might  those  of 
Missouri  complain  of  a  violation  of  good  faith, 
and  of  an  infringement  of  those  rights  which 
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were  guarantied  to  them  by  the  treaty  of  cession. 
But,  admitting,  sir,  that  we  possessed"  the  right 
to  impose  the  restriction  now  sought  to  be  imposed 
upon  Missouri,  would  it  comport  with  the  mag- 
nanimity of  Congress  to  impose  it  ?  And  is  not 
the  policy  of  doing  so  at  least  questionable  ?  I 
would,  ask  sir.  who  are  to  be  benefitted  by  it  ? 
The  free  people  of  Missouri.  They  tell  you  that 
you  mistalce  tneir  true  interest,  if  you  suppose  you 
are  doing  them  a  service  by  this  means.  Is  it  for 
the  benefit  of  the  free  population  of  the  slavehold- 
ing States  ?  They  beg  you  not  to  be  concerned 
on  their  account ;  they  do  not  consider  that  restric- 
tion at  all  necessary,  nor  can  they  perceive  that 
their  happiness  will  be  promoted  by  such  a  mea- 
sure.' It  IS  the  slaves,  then,  whose  condition  is  to 
be  ameliorated  by  the  imposition  of  such  restric- 
tion. The  principles  of  humanity  and  benevo^ 
lence  are  to  be  promoted  by  the  measure.  Are 
we  certain  of  this  ?  Will  the  confipemcnt  of  the 
slaves  within  circumscribed  and  narrow  limits 
have  a  tendency  to  increase  their  comforts  and 
promote  their  happiness  ?  Is  not  the  experiment  a 
doubtful  and  somewhat  dangerous  one  ?  May  we 
not  deteriorate  the  condition  of  the  tchites  in  a 
greater  degree  that  we  shall  ameliorate  that  of  ^e 
Hacks  ?  I  presume,  sir,  the  greatest  philanthropist 
among  us  would,  at  least,  doubt  upon  the  subject. 
A  question,  then,  of  such  doubtful  policy  ought  to 
b<'  aliandoned.  I  am  at  a  loss  even  to  conjecture 
what  difference  it  can  make  on  the  score  of  hu- 
manity and  benevolence,  whether  the  same  person 
IS  held  t(t  service  in  Georgia  or  .Missouri.  It  is  not 
contemplated  by  tho.se  who  oppose  the  amend- 
ment on  your  table  to  increase  the  number  of  slaves. 
It  is  not  coutemplated  to  rivet  the  chains  of  sla- 
very around  the  neck  of  a  single  individual  who 
^  is  now  free,  or  to  bring  any  slaves  into  this  coun- 
try from  foreign  States.  They  desire,  however, 
that  the  States  should  be  left  tree  to  regulate  the 
intercourse  among  themselves  in  relation  to  this 
species  of  property,  already  among  them.  I  think 
every  principle  oi  policy  forbids  the  interference, 
on  tne  part  of  Congress,  with  the  internal  policy 
of  the  States.  Collisions  between  the  States  and 
the  Federal  Government  might  be  productive  of 
the  most  unhappy  consequences — such  as  no  patriot 
would  be  willing  to  see,  and  which,  I  am  sure, 
the  honorable  gentlemen  who  advocate  the  pro- 
posed amendment  would  deprecate  as  much  as  any 
other  members  of  this  assembly. 

I  think,  Mr.  President,  honorable  gentlemen 
have  received  erroneous  impressions  in  relation  to 
the  treatment  of  slaves  in  those  parts  of  the  coun- 
try in  which  slavery  is  tolerated.  These  people,  I 
sir,  are  far  from  being  in  that  state  of  intolerable 
vassalage  which  some  gentlemen  seem  to  believe. 
Persons  at  a  distance  cannot  possibly  judge  cor- 
rectly of  their  condition.  They  hear  the  term 
slave,  and  their  imacrinations  accompany  it  with 
nakedness,  hunger,  with  the  lash,  the  chain,  and  a 
destitution  of  every  comfort.  Nothing  can  be  more 
foreign  from  the  true  condition  of  the  slaves.  As 
far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  they  are  well  clothed, 
well  fed,  and  treated  with  kindness  and  humanity. 
They  are  cheerful  and  apparently  happy. 


But,  sir,  we  are  not  now  legislating  upon  the- 
question  whether  slavery  is  to  be  tolerated  or  not.. 
If  we  were,  perha{)s  there  would  not  be  such  a  di- 
versity of  opinion.  The  period  has  long  since 
passed  by  when  that  question  was  in  order.  The 
evil,  if  it  be  one,  already  exists.  It  has  taken  deep 
root  in  our  soil,  and  I  know  of  no  means  of  extir- 
pating it.  As  the  poison  cannot  be  entirely  destroy- 
ed, then,  the  political  physician  would  recom- 
mend that  it  should  be  scattered  and  disseminated 
through  the  system,  so  as  to  lose  its  effects.  The 
more  widely,  then,  tnis  evil  is  diffused^  (paradoxical 
as  it  may  seem,)  the  less  fatal  will  be  its  effects.  If 
this  description  of  people  should  ever  do  us  harm, 
it  will  be  ny  their  dense  population :  when  they 
can  act  in  concert  at  short  notice.  But,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, this  is  a  topic  too  delicate  to  touch ;  it  is 
one  upon  which  I  forbear  to  enlarge. 

Honorable  gentlemen,  arguing  tnis  as  an  origf- 
nal  question  unon  the  subject  of  slavery,  tell  us. 
very  emphatically,  that  slavery  is  loo  great  an  evil 
to  be  tolerated.  Suppose  we  should  entertain  the 
opinion  that  sucl^  is  the  fact,  and  the  people  of 
Missouri  should  think  differently,  shall  we  take 
upon  ourselves  to  judge  for  them  what  is  most  for 
their  advantage?  Shall  we  deny  them  the  right 
of  opinion  ?  Is  this  compatible  with  the  genius 
and  spirit  of  our  free  Constitution  ?  Are  these  the 
sentiments  of  gentlemen  who  abhor  slavery?  I 
had  thought,  Mr.  President,  that  the  pride  of  opin- 
ion was  the  American's  boast.  I  had  fondly  hoped 
that  the  old  doctrine  of  saving  the  people  from 
their  worst  enemy,  themselves,  had  been  long  since 
exploded ;  and  tnat  one  much  more  congenial 
with  the  principles  of  our  Government  had  been 
^>ubstiAlted.  I  had  thought,  that,  as  the  people 
were  the  source  of  all  power,  they  might  be  per- 
mitted to  judge  for  themselves  in  all  original  and 
important  (questions  in  which  their  welfare  was 
materially  involved.  I  must  contend  then,  sir, 
that  whether  slavery  is  really  an  evil  or  not,  is  « 
matter  for  the  people  of  Missouri  to  determine  for 
themselves,  and  not  Congress  for  them.  If  it  is 
an  evil,  and  they  choose  to  hug  it  to  their  bosoms, 
and  to  enfold  it  in  their  fond  embrace,  does  it  per-  ^ 
tain  to  Congress  to  deny  them  the  privil^e?  ' 
Shall  we  take  from  them  the  right  of  judging  for 
themselves  upon  a  subject  so  intimately  connected 
with  their  welfare?  Will  those  who  inveigh  so 
bitterly  against  the  slavery  of  the  blacks  make 
slaves  of  the  white  people  of  Missouri,  and  rivet 
chains  about  their  necks  ?  Shall  an  American 
Congress,  basking  in  the  sunshine  of  the  only  free 
Constitution  upon  earth,  unmindful  of  the  bless- 
ings which  they  themselves  enjoy,  undertake  to 
impose  a  government  upon  a  portion  of  their  citi- 
zens, against  their  will,  and  to  restrain  them  in 
the  exercise  of  rights  enjoyed  by  others?  Such  a 
course  of  conduct  might  do  well  for  a  despot  of 
Europe.  Such  a  procedure  might  have  been  ex- 
pected from  a  Bonaparte,  in  the  meridian  of  his 
splendid  career  of  conquest.  But  for  the  meek-eyed 
sons  of  a  Republic  to  attempt  such  a  thing,  I  must 
confess,  Mr.  President,  has  excited  my  astonish- 
ment and  regret 

These  people  are  either  capable  of  self-govern- 
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ment,  or  they  are  not.  If  the  former,  pehnit  them 
to  frame  a  constitution  for  themselves,  restrained  j 
only  by  the  obligation  imposed  by  the  Federal 
Constitution — that  it  shall  have  a  Republican 
form.  Let  us  grant  to  them  the  boon  of  self-gov- 
ernment, without  alloy.  But  if  thty  should  be 
deemed  incapable  of  self-government,  let  Congress,  , 
in  tender  commiseration  for  their  unfortunate  con- 
dition, continue  "to  make  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations,"  which  may  be  essential  for  their  com- 
fort and  protection.  But  can  it  be  expected  that 
the  people  of  Missouri,  the  hardy  sons  of  the  West, 
will  tamely  submit  to  such  a  degradation — to  such 
a  palpable  infringement  of  their  rights  ?  Will  they 
submit  to  be  told  that  they  are  incapable  of  think- 
ing and  acting  for  themselves ;  that  they  are  inca- 
|»ble  of  appreciating  the  advantages,  or  of  avoid- 
mg  the  evils  of  slavery? 

Such  submission  and  humiliation,  sir,  might  be 
expected  from  the  slaves  of  an  eastern  despot,  whose 
souls,  enfettered  and  enchained  by  arbitrary  power, 
had  become  so  fallen,  so  degraded,  and  debased, , 
that  they  were  incapable  of  the  exercise  of  manly  ^ 
feelings.     But  to  expect  such  submission  from  the 
free-^m  sons  of  America,  upon  whose  birth  the  ' 
genius  of  liberty  smiled,  who  -have  been  nursed  in  \ 
the  lap  of  independence,  and  grown  to  manhood,  j 
warmed  and  animated  by  the  genial  influence  of 
our  happy  Constitution,  is  to  expect  that  which 
reason  and  nature  forbid.   'Tis  to  expect  from  free-  ' 
men  the  conduct  of  slaves. 

Mr.  President,  unless  these  men  are  composed  of 
different  materials  from  what  I  presume  triey  are,  ■ 
I  fpar — ^much  do  I  fear — that  the  imposition  of  re-  j 
strictions,  or  the  refusal  to  admit  them  uncondi- 
tionally  into   the  Union,   will   excite  a  tempest,  i 
whose  fury  will  not  be  easily  allayed.     It  is,  per- 
haps, wrong  to  predict  or  anticijiate  evil,  but  he  i 
mast  be  badly  acquainted  with  the  signs  of  the  i 
times,  who  does  not  perceive  a  storm  portending ;  j 
and  callous  to  all  the  finer  feelings  of  nature  must 
he  be,  who  does  not  dread  the  bursting  of  that 
storm. 

Mr.  President,  I  cannot  but  imagine  to  myself 
intestine  feuds,  civil  wars,  and  all  the  black  cata- 
logue of  evils  consequent  upon  such   a   state  of 
things.     I  behold  the  father  armed  against  the  son, 
and  the  son  against  the  father.     I  perceive  a  bro- 
ther's sword  crimsoned  with  a  brother's  blood.     I 
perceive  our  houses  wrapt  in  flames,  and  our  wives 
and  infant  children  driven  from  their  homes,  forced 
to  submit  to  the  pelting  of  the  pitiless  storm,  with 
no  other  sheUer  nut  the  canopy  of  heaven ;  with 
nothing  to  sustain  them  but  the  cold  charity  of  an 
unfeeling  world.    I  trust  in  God,  that  this  creature 
of  the  imagination  may  never  be  realized.     But  if 
Congress  persist  in  the  determination  to  impose 
the  restriction  contemplated,  I  fear  there   is  too 
much  cause  to  apprehend,  that  con.sequences  fatal 
to  the  peace  and  harmony  of  this  Union  will  be 
the  inevitable  result. 
When  Mr.  Walker  had  concluded — 
Mr.  Mellen  rose  and  said  :  I  rise,  Mr.  President, 
to  express  my  sentiments  upon  the  subject  under 
consideration,  with  a  deep  conviction  of  its  im- 
portance, in  regard  to  the  lasting  welfare  and  hap- 


piness of  our  country.  I  approach  the  questions 
with  respectfulness;  aiming  at  nothing  beyond 
plainness  and  simplicity.  On  this  occasion,  I  am 
not  disposed,  were  I  able,  "  to  gather  and  distribute 
the  flowers  of  rhetoric,"  notwitlistanding  the  happy 
example  which  I  have  this  morning  witnessed. 

I  am  not  vain  enough  to  believe  that  I  can  shed 
new  light  upon  a  question  which  has  been  so  learn- 
edly and  elaborately  investigated  in  both  Houses  of 
Congress  on  a  former  occasion,  and  has  recently 
employed  the  talents  of  respected  individuals  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  Union.  I  am  sure,  sir,  if  the 
subject  has  not  already  been  exhausted,  the  distin- 
guished powers  of  intellect  which  will  be  exerted 
during  the  present  discussion  will  completely  ex- 
haust it.  Still  it  is  my  duty  and  my  pride  frankly 
to  express  my  own,  as  well  as  the  feelings  and 
opinion  of  the  State  I  represent ;  and  I  cannot  de- 
cline it,  nor  consent  to  give  my  silent  support  to 
the  amendment  proposed  by  my  honorable  friend 
from  Pennsylvania.  Notwithstanding  some  re- 
marks which  have  been  made  by  those  who  have 
preceded  me,  I  can  assure  those  with  whom  I  may 
difler  in  opinion,  that,  for  one,  I  am  the  firm  friend 
of  harmony  and  peace ;  and  as  I  am  not  conscious 
of  any  hostility  or  feeling,  no  such  hostility  will  be 
shown ;  no  other  language  but  that  of  truth  and 
independence  can  be  necessary  or  proper.  With 
these  motives,  dispositions,  and  principles,  1  will 
pursue  the  path  of  duty. 

We  are  told,  sir,  that,  in  relation  to  the  subject 
before  us,  an  unusual  and  alarming  degree  of  ex- 
citement exists  in  the  public  mind  ;  that  the  com- 
munity is  in  a  state  of  threatening  agitation ;  and 
we  have  been  repeatedly  admonished,  and  in  very 
intelligible  terms  too,  to  exttTid  our  view  to  con- 
sequences.    Without  at  present  considering  those 
consequences  which  have  been  named,  permit  me, 
Mr.  President,  to  inquire,  "  in  what  this  excitement 
consists  ?"  and  what  are  the  proofs  of  it  ?     1  believe 
there  is  an  opinion  on  this  interesting  subject ;  an 
j  opinion  deep  and  strong,  and  expressed,  in  various 
places  and  on  various  occasions,  in  emphatic  lan- 
I  guage,  but   in  a   manner  as  calm  as  it  is   firm. 
i  Among  the  friends  of  the  proposed  restriction,  I 
!  have  never  heard  of  any  other  excitement.     Surely 
!  it  does  not  appear  within  these  walls ;  nothing  can 
I  be  more  cool  and  dispassionate  than  our  discus.sion 
I  thus  far :  no  other  warmth  is  displayed  than  that 
j  which  is  naturally  produced  by  intellectual  eier- 
I  tion.     Sir,  if  the  agitations  of  the  community  could 
!  be  heard  from  our  windows,  they  oiight  not  to  dis- 
;  tarbthe  calm  of  this  hallowed  hall  oi  legislation,  or 
I  produce  an  undue  efiect  upon   our  deliberations. 
i  But,  sir,  if  we  look  abroad,  do  we  see  anything 
j  more  fhan  the  excitement  which  I  have  described? 
'  It  is  true,  there  is  a  lamented  difference  of  opinion 
I  on  this  important  question — the  further  extension 
;  of  slavery.     A  portion  of  the  community  beliere 
that  Congress  have  no  Constitutional  autnority  to 
interdict  this  extension  oi  slavery  in  the  new  States 
to  be  formed  west  of  the  Mississippi ;  and  that,  if 
they  had,  it  would  be  unwise  and  unjust  to  exer- 
cise the  authority.     Another  portion  of  the  com- 
munity firmly  believe  that  Congress  do  possess  this 
authority,  and  that  they  are  under  the  obligations 


of  duty  to  exercise  it;  and  that  its  exercise  woi^ld 
produce  lasting  and  extensive  blessings.     Thisopin- 
lon,  I  have  before  observed,  is  deep  and  strong ;  but 
the  only  proof  of  it  is  contained  in  arguments  and 
statements  which  have  issued  from  the  press,  or  in 
the  language  of  respectful  resolutions  or  memorials, 
which  have  been  transmitted  to  us  for  our  consid- 
eration, expressive  of  the  opinions  of  legislatures 
or  large  and  respectable  bodies  of  our  fellow-citi- 
zens.    If  any  other  proof  of  unusual  and  alarming 
excitement  can  be  found,  it  is  not  among  those 
who  advocate  the  proposed   amendment.     Why, 
then,  Mr.  President,  is  the  question  to  be  prejudi- 
ced by  allusions  to  circumstances  which  nave  no 
existence   but   in   imagination;  and  why  should 
there  be  an  attempt  to  divert  us  from  our  object,  i 
by  these  collateral  considerations  ?     But,  sir,  we  | 
have  been  again  and  again  cautioned,  in  the  Ian-  j 
guage  of  terrifying  prophecy,  to  pause  and  consider  ; 
before  it  may  be  too  lite.     We  are  told,  that  if  the  | 
friends  of  the  amendment  i^hould  obtain  their  ob- 
ject,  and  succeed  in  excludmg  slavery  from  Mis-  ^ 
souri,  and  in  maintaining  a  principle  that  will  ex-  \ 
elude  it  from  the  extensive  territory  beyond  the  i 
Mississippi,   sectional  jealousies   and   animosities 
will  be  the  immediate  consequence ;  the  harmony  i 
of  our  great  and  happy  family  will  be  destroyed  : 
commotion  and  civil  >var  may  next  present  their 
horrors,  and  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  may  be  the  I 
fatal  result.     This,  to  be  sure,  is  a  dreadful  cata-  i 
logue  of  evils ;  the  prospect  is  dark  and  melan- 
choly.    But,  Mr.  President,  I  believe  better  things 
of  my  fellow-citizens.     I  have   better  hopes  and 
brighter  views ;  the  bands  which  unite  us  are  not 
so  easily  to  be  broken ;  we  are  a  great,  prosper- 
ous, and  happy  people :  heaven  has  showered  upon 
us  ten  thousand  blessings,  which  demand  our  grate- 
ful  acknowledgments.     We  are   becoming  more 
assimilated  as  our  intercourse  increases :  our  social 
attachments  are  daily  strengthened  as  our  com- 
mercial connexions  are  multiplied.     And  shall  all 
these  blessings  be  put  in  jeopardy,  or  destroyed ; 
and  all  these  hopes  and  promises  of  our  country  be 
thrown  away,  because  Congress  may  feel  it  their 
duty  to  cherish  the  spirit  of  liberty  in  its  best  estate, 
in  Missouri,  and  exclude  from  thence  a  principle 
which  would  impair  her  health  and  beauty  ?     No, 
sir;  I  can  never  dream  of  such  consequences  as 
these,  in  this  land  of  good  feelings  and  good  sense. 
We  must  decide  the  question  before  us,  one  way  or 
the  other,  as  our  sense  of  duty  may  direct ;  and  it 
is  to  be  presumed  that,  in  this  case  as  well  as  in  all 
others,  our  habitual  respect  for  the  laws  and  the 
principles  by  which  our  rights  are  secured,  will 
lead  all  to  a  ready  acquiescence  in  the  decision 
which  may  be  made.     On  this  occasion,  we  can- 
not pursue  a  safer  course  than  to  act  under  the  in- 
fluence and  guidance  of  that  excellent  rule — "  Do 
right,  and  let  heaven  answer  for  the  rest" 

In  the  present  discussion,  two  questions  are  nat- 
urally presented  for  our  consideration  : 

1.  Has  Congress  a  right  to  impose  thcTestriction 
contained  in  the  proposed  amendment ;  and, 

2.  Is  it  expedient,  in  existing  circumstances,  so 
to  do,  if  they  have  such  a  right  ? 

In  considering  the  first  question,  principles  con- 


tained in  the  Constitution,  inferences  drawn  from 
the  celebrated  ordinance  of  1787,  and  the  adoption 
of  many  of  its  provisions,  the  construction  of  the 
third  article  of  the  treaty  by  which  France  ceded 
Louisiana  to  the  United  States,  and  "some  acts  of 
Congress,  will  require  particular  examination.  The 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  declares,  that 
"  the  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting, 
the  territory  belonging  to  the  United  States."    Here, 
a  general  superintending  power  is  given  :  a  power 
ne<;essary  in  the  very  nature  of ,  the  thing ;  and, 
by  virtue  of  this   power,  territorial  governments 
were  long  since  established  over   those  portions 
of  the  country   not   included   within   the  limits 
of  any   of    the   States;    and  such   governments 
have  been  continued  until  the  territory  became  a 
State,  and  was  admitted  into  the  Union.     Missouri 
is  now  enjoying  protection  and  numerous  rights 
and  privileges  under  such  a  government.     In  re- 
gard to  this  territory.  Congress  have  heretofore  es- 
tablished rules  ana  regulations,  which  they  then 
I  considered  needful  and  proper ;  and  though  they 
did  not  then  prohibit  the  introduction  of  slavery, 
(and  it  is  a  great  inisfortune  that  they  did  not,) 
\  still  it  is  admitted  that  they  might  have  estaWished 
such  prohibition.     Indeed,  Congress  may  bestow 
'  on  the  territories  what  political  powers  they  think 
I  proper,  subject  to  such  limitations  as  they  deem 
1  reasonable.     The  power  of  Congress  ovct  territories 
will  be  seen  to  be  an  important  one,  when  taken 
;  in  connexion  with  another  clause  in  the  Constitu- 
'  tion,  which   authorizes  Congress  to   admit  new 
i  States  into  the  Union.    But,  before  considering 
I  this  power,  I  beg  leave,  sir,  to  notice  another  clause. 
It  is  declared  m  these  words,  *'  the  migration  or 
'  importation  of  such  persons  as  any  of  tne  States 
'  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not 
'  be  prohibit«l  by  the  Congress  prior  to  the  year 
'  1808."     According  to  ordinary  rules  of  construc- 
tion, this  prohibition  seems  to  imply,  that,  had  it 
not  been  inserted,  Congress  might  prohibit  before 
that  period ;  it  operates  as  a  suspension  of  a  pre- 
existing power,  else  why  was  it  so  carefully  in- 
serted f    But  even  this  prohibition  was  to  extend 
no  further  than  to  the  States  then  existing ;  much 
less  can  it  be  considered  as  having  reference  to 
States  beyond  the  Mississippi,  in  a  country  which 
it  was  not  then  contemplated  would  ever  be  ours. 
There  seems  to  be  nothing  equivocal  in  the  mean- 
ing of  the  term  "  importation."     To  the  honor  of 
the  United  States,  Congress,  as  soon  as  their  au- 
thority commenced,  proceeded   to  enact  laws  to 
prevent   this  imporUtion.     But,  it  is  urged  that 
the  word  "  migration,"  is  either  synonymous  with 
"importation,"  or  else   that  it  was  used  by  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  to  mean  the  introduc- 
tion of  slaves,  by  land,  from  the  territories  belong- 
ing to  a  foreign  Power.     Without  atteinpting  to 
be  over-critictd,  I  consider  the  term  "  migration" 
to  signify  a  removal  from  place  to  place ;  but  it  b 
not  readily  perceived  by  what  authority  such  re- 
moval must  necessarily  be  from  a  place  in  a  foreign 
territory  to  a  place  in  the  United  States.     In  the 
coimexion  in  which  it  stands,  it  seems  to  indicate  a 
removal  from  one  State  to  another ;  because  mea- 
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tion  is  made  of  the  consent  of  the  State  to  which 
such  migration  is  intended.  Another  reason  for 
this  construction,  is  derived  from  this  considera- 
tion, viz^  that  the  word  *'  importation"  is  appro- 
priate to  an  introduction  by  land  as  well  as  by 
water ;  this  will  appear  evident,  by  a  recurrence 
to  several  acts  of  Congress  passed  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  our  restrictive  system,  prohibiting  im- 
portation of  English  merchandise.  It  would  seem, 
therefore,  that  Congress  are  at  liberty  to  prevent 
the  migration  of  slaves,  by  virtue  of  the  two  clauses 
of  the  Constitution  before  recited,  into  Missouri, 
whether  as  a  territory  or  State.  To  show  that  this 
conclusion  is  not  drawn  without  authority,  I  beg 
leave  to  refer  the  Senate  to  the  act  of  Congress 
establishing  a  government  for  the  Orleans  Terri- 
tory, passed  soon  after  the  cession  of  Louisiana. 
In  this  act  we  have  a  legislative  construction  of 
the  word  "migration,"  in  that  clause  of  the  act 
which  prohibits  the  introduction  of  any  slaves  "  into 
'  the  territory  from  any  place  in  the  United  States, 

*  except  by  a  citizen  removing  into  the  territory 
'for  actual  settlement,  and  being,  at  the  time  of 

*  such  removal,  the  bona  fide  owner  of  such  slaves." 
Here,  in  certain  circumstances, "  migration"  is  ex- 
pressly forbidden.  And  until  very  lately,  the  power 
of  Congress  to  pass  such  a  law  has  not  been  ques- 
tioned. Still,  sir,  I  place  less  reliance  on  the  forego- 
ing construction  than  on  some  other  provisions  of 
the  Constitution,  which  I  shall  presently  examine. 

It  is  contended  that  the  friends  of  the  proposed 
restriction  are  urging  a  measure  novel  in  its  nature, 
and  in  hostility  to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution, 
the  tendency  of  which   is   to  prejudice   existing 
rights,  and  disturb  that  system  of  powers  and  priv- 
ileges which  was  arranged  by  the  framers  ot  the 
Constitution,  by  mutual   concession.     I   reply  to 
this,  let  it  be  observed,  that  the  propased  amend- 
ment avoids  this  objection,  by  only  prohibiting  the 
further  introduction  of  slavery  into  Missouri ;  leav- 
ing those  slaves  who  are  already  there,  undisturbed, 
and  not  attempting  to  invade  property  or  endanger 
vested  rights.     But  further,  let  it  never  be  forgot- 
ten, that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was 
formed  by  the  thirteen   States,  then  existing,  for 
the  benefit  of  those  States,  and  those  which  might 
afterwards  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  and  com- 
posed of  portions  of  the  territory  then  belonging  to 
the  United  States.     On  this  basis,  and  with  these 
views,  all  those  arrangements  were  made  in  regard 
to  the  toleration  of  slavery.     The  principle  of  rep- 
resentation, as  founded  on  slave  population,  and 
the  equal  right  of  State  representation  in  the  Sen- 
ate— there  is  no  question  that  all  these  arrange- 
ments were  made  under  the  influence  of  a  pacific 
and  conciliating  disposition. 

I  trust  and  believe,  sir,  that  no  man  in  the  Union 
wishes  to  violate  the  sacredness  of  the  compact ; 
and,  with  irreverence  to  the  Constitution,  put  in 
jeopardy  any  of  those  rights  or  principles  which 
It  was  intended  to  preserve  inviolate.  But  what 
was  it  intended  to  guard  ?  The  history  of  its  for- 
mation answers  the  question :  the  rights  and  priv- 
ileges, great  and  invaluable,  of  the  "high  contract- 
ing parties"— the  riffhtsof  those  who  wereembraced 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States.     The  vast 


wilderness  beyond  the  Mississippi  formed  no  part 
of  the  country  for  whom  the  great  men  of  our 
nation  were  then  preparing  a  Constitution.    Look 
back  to  that  day,  and  facts  will  teach  us  how  to 
understand  that  great  instrument.     All  compacts 
are  to  be  construed  according  to  their  subject-mat- 
ter— in  reference  to  the  state  of  things  to  which 
they  relate.     When  the  object  in  view  is  ascer- 
tained and  duly  considered,  it  guides  us  safely  to 
the  sure  mode  of  expounding  it.      But  since  we 
united  under  our  present  Constitution  a  new  event 
has  taken  place :  the  annexation  of  the  Western 
world  beyond  the  Mississippi  to  the  United  States. 
Missouri,  a  part  of  this  new  territory,  now  prays 
to  be  admitted  as  a  State  into  the  Union.     This 
seems  to  me,  sir,  to  present  a  new  Question  in  some 
respects — a  question  respecting  which  certain  re- 
strictions in  the  Constitution   are  applicable;  a 
question  about  which  Congress  are  at  liberty  to 
legislate  as  they  think  just  and  proper  ^unrestrain- 
ed either  by  the  letter  or  spirit  of  the  Constitution, 
respecting  slavery,  and  the  rights  founded  on  or 
incident  to  it.     The  present  case  stands  on  ground 
entirely  different   from    that   of  the   new  States 
which  have  been  formed  east  of  the  Mississippi. 
I  need  not,  sir,  particularly  recite  the  principles  of 
the  ordinance  of  1817— my  honorable  friend  from 
Pennsylvania  has  been  particular  on  this  head.    By 
this  ordinance  slavery  was  forbidden  in  Ohio,  In- 
diana, and  Illinois — or  rather  in  the  territory  out 
of  which  these  Sutes  were  formed ;    of  course 
slavery  was  interdicted  in  those  States  when  they 
were  admitted  into  the  Union.     The  case  was  dii- 
ferent  with  regard  to  Kentucky,  Tennessee.  Mis- 
sissippi, and  ^abama;  they  were  formed  of  parts 
of  slaveholding  States,  and  by  compact  Congress 
had  no  authority  to  interdict  slavery  in  them,  and 
of  course  it  is  not  interdicted.     Missouri  stands  on 
different  ground.     Can  Congress  interdict  the  fur- 
ther introduction  of  slavery  here  ?     i  rejoice,  Mr. 
President,  in  the  firm  belief^  that  they  have  author- 
ity so  to  do. 

By  the  Constitution  it  is  provided  tiiat  Congress 
may  admit  new  States  into  the  Union — mav  admit 
them.  It  is  admitted  by  all  that  Congress* is  not 
bound  to  admit  any.  Congress  must  have  the 
power  of  deciding;  they  may  refuse,  and  many 
cases  may  be  imagined  in  which  it  would  be  fool- 
ish in  Congress  to  refuse.  They  may  now  refuse 
to  admit  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  a  part  of  the 
old  territory  of  the  United  States;  af(Mion,  they 
may  for  good  cause  refuse  to  admit  a  State  com- 
posed of  a  part  of  the  Louisiana  purchase.  In  fact 
It  is  explicitly  admitted  in  argument,  that  Congress 
has  a  discretionary  nower  to  admit,  or  refuse  to 
admit  a  State  into  the  Union.  They  are  now  ex- 
ercising this  discretion  as  to  Maine.  We  must 
presume  that  Congress  will  not  abuse  this  discre- 
tion, but  act  with  integrity  and  intelligence.  Con- 
gress may  borrow  money  ;  may  declare  war ;  may 
pass  a  law  establishing  a  uniform  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy ;  but  they  will  not  exercise  either  of  these 
powers,  except  when  the  public  good  may  require 
It.  If  Congress  could  not  refuse  the  admission  of 
a  State,  the  application  would  be  no  more  than  a 
form,  and  little  better  than  a  farce.  , 
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But,  sir,  it  is  said  that  the  Congress  have  the 
power  to  postpone  or  refuse  the  admission  of  a 
State  into  the  Union ;  yet,  when  they  do  admit 
one,  they  cannot  constitutionally  annex  any  con- 
dition to  such  admission.  I  cannot  accede  to  this 
proposition ;  practice  and  principle  both  seem  to 
contradict  it.  Look,  sir,  to  the  law  admitting  the 
State  of  Louisiana  into  the  Union.  Several  im- 
portant conditions  are  inserted  in  it,  to  be  perform- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  State.  The  trial  by  iury  is 
secured  ;  the  benefit  of  the  habeas  corpus ;  the  rec- 
ords of  a  public  nature  are  required  to  be  kept  in 
the  English  language;  and  some  other  terms  of 
equal  importance,  which  are  not  now  distinctly 
recollected.  And  yet  until  this  Missouri  question 
(as  by  way  of  eminence  it  is  called)  was  agitated, 
the  power  of  Congress  to  annex  the  above-men- 
tioned conditions  was  never  questioned  for  a  mo- 
ment. But,  sir,  let  us  go  further,  and  look  at  this 
very  Missouri  bill,  which  has  been  reported  by  way 
of  second  section  to  the  main  bill ;  why,  sir,  it  is 
full  of  propositions,  and  terms,  and  conditions; 
and  now,  because  one  more  is  proposed,  we  are 
met  with  the  objection  that  Congress  have  no 
power  to  annex  or  propose  any. 

I  am  not  able  to  iinderstana  this  inconsistency. 
Let  us  look  at  this  objection  in  another  form. 
Suppose  that  the  present  bill  should  pass  without 
any  interdiction  of  slavery,  and  at  the  next  session 
Missouri  should  come  forward  with  the  constitu- 
tion she  had  formed,  and  Congress,  upon  examin- 
ing the  constitution,  should  refuse  to  admit  the 
State  into  the  Union,  because  it  contained  no  such 
interdiction.  Now,  it  is  admitted,  on  the  other 
side,  that  Congress  may  refuse  absolutely,  but  it  is 
denied  that  they  can  admit  conditionally. 

Mr.  President,  I  beg  to  know  of  what  import- 
ance it  is  in  principle,  whether  the  constitution  is 
formed  before  an  interdiction  is  required,  and  then 
rejected  for  want  of  it,  and  the  State  refused  ad- 
mission ;.or  whether  such  interdiction  be  required 
in  the  act  by  which  authority  is  given  to  form 
the  constitution,  and  make  the  requisite  arrange- 
ments preliminary  to  admission  ?  I  cannot  discern 
any  dinercnce  in  principle  between  the  two  cases. 
But,  sir,  there  is  another  idea  on  this  head,  to  which 
I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate ;  unless  I 
am  mistaken,  it  is  deserving  of  some  consideration. 
Congress,  by  inserting  the  conditions  or  restric- 
tions in  tne  oill  under  consideration,  do  not  thereby 
impose  such  conditions  or  restrictions  on  Missouri, 
and  give  them  a  binding  force.  No,  sir,  it  is  the 
acceptance  of  the  grant  of  admission,  with  such 
conditions  or  restrictions  anneicdj  that  creates 
the  obligation,  and  subjects  Missouri  to  its  control. 
It  is  her  own  act  which  must  produce  the  liability. 
The  act  of  admission,  under  these  limitations,  is  a 
compact,  and  there  must  be  consent  on  both  sides. 
Congress  may  refuse  to  grant  their  consent  to  the 
admission,  except  on  terms  proposed ;  Missouri  may 
refuse  to  accept  the  grant,  subject  to  such  terms ; 
and  thus  the  whole  becomes  ineffectual.  I  will, 
sir,  illustrate  this  by  a  single  example.  The  char- 
ter of  the  United  States  Bank  was  granted  to  cer- 
tain persons ;  and  one  of  the  conditions  annexed  to 
the  grant  was,  that  the  bank  should  pay  to  the 


United  States  a  bonus  of  a  million  and  a  half  of 
dollars,  in'  certain  instalments.  Surely  this  con- 
dition did  not,  and  could  not,  bind  the  bank,  or 
render  the  stockholders  liable  to  pay  this  bonus, 
unless,  by  some  act  on  their  part,  they  had  signi- 
fied their  acceptance  of  the  charter,  subject  to  its 
conditions.  This  principle  is  too  plain  to  need 
further  comment  or  illustration.  Such  acceptance 
was  signified  by  the  bank,  and  thereupon  the  con- 
dition became  obligatory  on  the  stockholders  in 
consequence  of  it.  Missouri,  in  her  present  situa- 
tion as  a  Territory,  is  subject  to  the  legislation  of 
Congress,  and  is  capable  of  acceding  to  or  reject- 
ing tne  many  terms  proposed  in  the  bill.  She  may, 
therefore,  decide  whether  she  will  consent  to  come 
into  the  Union,  renouncing  the  right  to  permit  the 
further  introduction  of  slavery^  or  whether  she  will 
refuse  to  become  a  member  of'^  the  great  confeder- 
acy upon  those  terms,  and  prefer  to  remain  in  her 
present  situation.  I  again  say,  sir,  that  it  is  a 
matter  of  compact.  If  Missouri  inclines  to  join  the 
Union  on  the  terms  proposed,  it  is  a  compact,  and 
she  will  be  bound  by  it  after  she  shall  have  assumed 
the  rank  of  an  independent  State.  In  this  com- 
pact there  are  no  terms  which  are  inequitable ;  the 
only  object  in  view  is,  that  Missouri  shall,  on  en- 
tering the  family,  of  States,  agree  to  prevent  the 
extension  of  an  acknowledged  evil,  and,  by  so  do- 
ing, necessarily  produce  imnumbered  blessings. 

But,  Mr.  President,  we  are  informed  that,  m  the 
Louisiana  Treaty,  there  is  an  article,  by  which 
Congress  are  forbidden  to  annex  or  impose  any 
conditions  on  the  admission  of  a  State  into  the 
Union,  composed  of  a  part  of  the  territory  ceded 
by  that  treaty  to  the  United  States,  even  if  they 
could  be  supposed  to  possess  the  authority  claimea, 
if  there  had  been  no  such  article  in  the  treaty. 
This  point  deserves  consideration.  The  third  ar- 
ticle in  the  treaty  is  in  these  words : 

"  The  inhabitanU  of  the  ceded  tf  rritory  »h*ll  be  in- 
corporated into  the  Union  of  the  United  States,  and 
admitted  u  soon  aa  pouible,  according  to  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of 
all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States ;  and  in  the  meantime  shall  be 
maintained  and  protected  in  the  full  enjoyment  of 
their  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion  which  they 
profess." 

The  latter  branch  of  this  article  seems_  to  have 
no  particular  bearing  on  the  point  under  immedi- 
ate examination.  What  then  is  the  fair  import  of 
the  main  proviso  of  the  article  ?  To  understand 
this  question,  we  must  see  who  are  the  parties  to 
this  compact.  On  one  side  France,  on  the  other 
the  United  States,  The  treatv  related  to  a  portion 
of  country  purchased  by  the  United  States,  with- 
out the  intervention  of*^  any  individual  State,  or 
any  connexion  with  their  individual  rights  or  in- 
terests. The  subject-matter  of  the  compact  being 
wholly  of  a  federal  character,  the  purchase  by  the 
Federal  Government,  and  for  the  use  and  benefit 
of  the  United  States  exclusively,  the  first  and  nat- 
ural presumption  is,  that  the  stipulations  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  had  relation  to  those  sub- 
jects which  were  under  their  immediate  control ; 
not  that  they  were  designed  to  embrace  all  kinds 


183 


:.-*t 


»     I 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


184 


SspiATE. 


Admission  of  Maine  and  Missouri. 


Jamcaby,  1820. 


of  State  regulations — for  there  is  the  same  reason 
to  suppose  they  were  intended  to  embface  all,  as 
any  particular  portion.  Applying  these  principlets 
and  rules  of  construction,  we  are  conductetl  to 
what  seems  to  me  to  be  a  fair,  rational,  and  satis- 
factory interpretation.  The  inhabitants  are  to  be 
admitted  into  the  Union  according  to  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Federal  Constitution.  Those  princi- 
ples require  that  their  new  Government  shall  be 
republican.  The  admission  shall  be  bv  an  act  of 
Congress,  passed  and  sanctioned  as  tne  Federal 
Constitution  requires ;  and,  when  admitted,  they 
.shall  be  subject  to  the  laws  of  Congress,  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  existing 
States  of  the  Union.  They  shall  enjoy  the  rights, 
advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  The  new  State  shall  be  entitled  to 
two  Senators  in  Congre.«ts ;  to  Representatives  in 
Congress  according  to  the  established  ratio ;  to 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President ;  to  the 
benefit  of  Federal  Courts ;  the  Constitutional  guar- 
anty of  protection  against  invasion  ;  and  all  other 
advantages  and  immunities  which  are  of  a  federal 
nature.  Federal  rights  and  immunities  are  the 
same  throughout  the  Union ;  their  source  is  the 
same.  These  universal  rights  and  advantages  are 
intended  in  the  article  under  consideration. 

But  the  right  to  hold  slaves  Is  not  one  of  this 
description,  because  the  laws  of  the  States  are  re- 
pugnant to  each  other  in  this  particular.  In  some 
btates  slavery  is  lawful,  in  others  unlawful.  It 
would,  therefore,  be  doing  violence  to  the  lan- 
guage of  the  treaty,  to  give  it  a  construction  lead- 
ing to  confusion  and  contradiction.  I  submit, 
whether  it  can  be  a  fair  mode  of  reasoning,  to  im- 
pute to  contracting  parties  an  intention  inconsist- 
ent with  their  powers,  when  the  words  of  the 
compact  can  be  fairly  satisfied  by  a  different  con- 
struction, and  one  corresponding  with  the  object 
evidently  in  view  ?  In  a  word,  the  treaty  provides 
for  the  enjoyment  of  all  those  rights  and  privileges 
necessarily  belonging  to  a  menaber  of  the  Union  ; 
that  is,  federal  powers — those  which  are  charac- 
teristic attributes  of  an  independent  State  in  the 
Confederacy — such  powers  as  render  Massachu- 
setts as  independent  as  Virginia  ;  though  the  for- 
mer has  no  right  to  hold  slaves,  and  the  latter  has 
that  right,  and  exercises  it.         9 

From  the  foregoing  considerations,  I  am  led  to 
the  conclusion  that  Congress  possesses  the  Consti- 
tutional and  unrestricted  right  to  prohibit  the  far- 
ther introduction  of  slavery  into  Missouri,  by 
annexing  such  prohibition  as  a  condition  of  her 
admission  into  the  Union. 

The  second  question  is,  whether  it  is  expedient 
for  Congress  to  carry  this  power  into  execution  ? 
This  inquiry  opens  a  most  extensive  field.  It  pre- 
sents facts  as  interesting  to  humanity  as  they  are  to 
the  essential  and  lasting  prosperity  of  the  country. 
The  inquiry  invites  the  heart  to  the  indulgence 
of  sympathy  and  commiseration  in  contemplating 
the  miseries  of  slavery,  and  its  unwelcome  effects 
on  society.  But,  sir,  this  is  not  the  time  nor  the 
place  to  advance  sentiments  or  employ  expressions 
calculated  to  awaken  unpleasant  sensations,  and, 
perhaps,  produce  unusual  excitement.    I  will  avoid 


a  course  which  my  judgment  would  not  approve ; 
because,  however  different  may  be  the  opinions  of 
honorable  gentlemen  in  this  Senate,  or  oi  the  peo- 
ple at  large,  still,  those  opinions  have  been  honestly 
lormed,  and  entertained  with  sincerity  ;  they  are, 
therefore,  entitled  to  respectful  consideration,  and, 
I  doubt  not,  will  receive  it. 

In  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  slavery  is  ad- 
mitted to  be  a  sore  evil — an  affliction  to  the  coun- 
try where  it  exists.  On  this  point  no  proof  is  ne- 
cessary ;  and  it  would  seem  to  be  a  proposition, 
not  admitting  of  denial,  that  we  ought,  on  every 
principle,  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  prevent  the  ex- 
tension of  this  evil  beyond  its  present  limits,  though 
we  cannot  banish  it  from  ttiose  States  where  it  is 
already  too  deeply  rooted.  As  yet,  the  slave  pop- 
ulation of  Missouri  is  not  numerous,  and  the  inhi- 
bition for  which  I  am  contending  would  soon  ren- 
der that  population  of  little  importance,  compared 
with  the  free  white  inhabitants,  who,  in  the  course 
of  a  few  years,  would  spread  over  the  State ;  cul- 
tivate its  rich  and  valuable  lands;  introduce  and 
establish  habits  of  industry  among  all  classes,  and 
give  that  spring  and  spirit  of  enterprise  to  the 
whole,  which  freedom  only  can  give ;  that  self- 
interest  which  prompts  to  exertion — an  interest 
which  a  slave  cannot  feel,  aifd  whose  labors,  for 
that  very  reason,  are  spiritless,  as  they  promise  nim 
nothing. 

Mr.  President,  it  should  be  remembered  that  we 
are  not  legislating  for  a  year,  nor  for  the  period 
of  our  own  lives ;  but  for  centuries  to  come — ^not 
in  respect  to  Missouri,  merely,  but  to  that  almost 
boundless  region  beyond  the  Mississippi,  over  which 
our  dominion  now  extends.  We  are,  then,  by  our 
decision,  preparing  evils  or  blessings  for  an  exten- 
sive country  and  for  posterity. 

But,  sir,  all  the  existing  States  have  a  political 
interest  in  the  present  question,  which  it  is  their 
duty  to  guard.  It  is  a  well-known  fact,  that,  in 
forming  our  Constitution,  a  balanoe  was  intended 
by  giving  to  the  small  States  a  representation  in 
the  Senate  equal  to  that  of  the  larger  States,  and 
settling  the  principle  of  representation  as  it  now 
stands  in  regard  to  the  mixed  population  of  the 
Southern  States.  This  was  intended  and  consid- 
ered as  equality.  The  limits  of  the  then  United 
States  and  their  Territories  were  known,  and  the 
operation  of  the  principle  in  respect  to  new  States 
to  be  formed  within  tnose  limits  was  understood 
and  anticipated.  But  this  balance,  this  equality, 
will  be  destroyed,  should  the  same  principle  be 
extended  beyond  the  Mississippi  to  an  immense 
country  beyond  the  range  ever  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  the  Convention.  But,  without  pursumg 
this  idea  any  further,  I  will  here  notice  an  argu- 
ment, which,  on  a  former  occasion,  has  been  used 
for  admitting  slaves  into  Missouri.  It  is  said,  that, 
by  diffusing  them  over  a  larger  surface  than  thqr 
now  occupy,  and  tran.splanting  them  to  this  new 
country,  their  condition  will  be  essentially  amelio- 
rated ;  and,  if  there  be  dangers  arising  from  their 
increase  in  the  Atlantic  States,  the  method  pro- 
posed will  lessen  or  remove  that  danger.  In  an- 
swer to  these  reasons,  let  it  be  observed  that  there 
is  sufficient  room  in  the  States  beyond  the  moua- 


1     . 


185 


r 
HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


186 


Jandakt,  1820. 


Admission  of  Maine  and  Missouri. 


Senate. 


and  on  this  side  of  the  Mississippi,  for  the  I  the  hero,  we  are  unconscious  that  they  may  have 


tains, — 

purpose  of  diffusing  the  slaves ;  those  States  are 
rich  in  lands  suited  for  cultivation  by  the  labor  of 
slaves,  and  furnish  ample  room  for  the  surplus 
slave  population  of  the  old  States.     This  process 
of  removal  and  distribution  would  produce  the 
intended  amelioration,  and  lessen  or  banish  the 
apprehension  of  danger,  wherever  it  may  exist. 
But,  if  we  adopt  and  proceed  upon  the  principle 
assumed  by  the  opposers  of  the  restriction^  and  per- 
mit the  vast  country  beyond  the  Mississippi  to  be 
peopled  by  slaves,  the  market  will  be  supplied  in 
a  small   proportion   only  by  the   increase  of  the 
slave  popolation  of  the  existing  States.     No,  sir ; 
Africa  will  furnish  most  of  those  supplies,  and,  in  i 
defiance  or  evasion  of  all  our  laws,  the  wretched  ] 
victims  of  cruel  and   unfeeling  avarice  will  be 
introduced  by  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  to 
darken  this  region  and  live  and  die  in  slavery. 
And,  even  if  this  should  not  be  the  case,  the  time 
must  come,  and  will  come,  when  this  sjpecies  of 
population  will  be  so  abundant  that  in  all  parts  of 
the  country  where  slavery  shall  be  permitted  to 
exist,  by  its  continual  increase,  it  will  produce  the 
same  surplus  and  same  danger  which  are  seen  and 
apprehended  in  particular  sections  of  the  country. 
According  to  this  theory,  therefore,  of  ameliorating 
the  slaves  by  spreading  them  over  an  extensive 
surface,  the  only  effect  is  to  postpone  the  evil  day. 
How  much  better  will  it  be,  sir,  to  pursue  a  course 
of  restriction  and  gradual  emancipation,  so  that 
this  evil  day  may  never  arrive. 

I  am  sensible  it  is  often  urged  that  the  contem- 
plated prohibition  will  lessen  the  value  of  slaves 
and  operate  indirectly  upon  the  rights  of  the  pro- 

Erietors,  and  to  their  prejudice.  Suppose  this  to 
e  true,  the  answer^  I  apprehend  is  as  satisfactory 
as  it  is  obvious.  Sir,  it  can  never  be  wise  or  cor- 
rect legislation  to  authorize  or  permit  the  extension 


been  earned  at  the  expense  of  the  widow,  the 
fatherless,  and  the  broken-hearted — by  the  ruin  of 
all  their  hopes. 

But,  Mr.  President,  there  is  another  argument 
entitled  to  our  respectful  consideration,  because  it 
results  from  the  course  of  conduct  which  Congress 
have  pursued  since  1808.     They  passed  laws  pro- 
hibiting the  importation  of  slaves,  as  soon  as  the 
Constitutional  restriction  on  their  bower  was  re- 
moved by  lapse  of  time ;  and  since  then,  there  has 
been  a  laudaole,  continued,  and  united  exertion  to 
put  an  end  to  this  infernal  traflBc,  which  the  Presi- 
dent, in  his  Message,  has  described  as  a  disgrace 
to  any  civilized  country.     Laws  have  been  multi- 
plied ;  penalties  increased  in  severity ;  the  utmost 
vigilance  enjoined  on  the  officers  oi  the  Govern- 
ment and  our  public  armed  ships  employed  to  give 
1  effect  to  these  laws ;  and  yet  all  these  arrange- 
ments and  exertions  have  proved  ineffectual.  Ava- 
rice and  cruelty  are  busily  engaged,  and  their  arts 
are  still  successful.    Slaves  are  still  inhumanly 
hurried  to  our  shores  and  fraudulently  introduced 
into  our  States  or  Territories,  notwithstanding  all 
our  endeavors  to  prevent  it.     This  being  the  no- 
torious fact,  what  is  to  be  done  ?    Congress  have 
repeatedly  given  to  this  country  and  to  the  world 
pledges  of  tneir  anxious  wish  and  their  determina- 
tion to  put  down  this  scandalous  violation  of  their 
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Congress,  then,  and  our  lawsj  be  con- 


laws.  ^       ,  .  .         . 

sistent.  There  is  one  way,  and  only  one,  m  which 
we  can  accomplish  the  noWe  object  in  view  ;  it  is 
our  duty  to  resort  to  it :  shut  up  the  market  com- 
pletely ;  prohibit  slavery  in  all  the  States  to  be 
formed  beyond  the  Mississippi ;  and  the  point  will 
be  soon  gained.  By  removing  the  cause,  we  shall 
prevent  the  effect ;  by  destroying  the  market,  we 
can  destroy  the.trade.  The  importer  of  slaves  is 
actuated  by  an  insatiable  thirst  for  gain ;  totally 


This  would 
which  our 


of  an  acknowledged  public  evU,  for  the  sake  of  |  regardless  of  all  prmciple  in  accomplishing  his  de- 
*  ■  —  ■  '  •  '  signs.  Let  us  meet  him  on  his  own  ground,  de- 
stroy all  possibility  of  profit,  and  he  will  abandon 
his  employment ;  at  least  we  shall  have  expelled 
him  from  our  shores,  so  that  our  own  country  will 
no  longer  be  the  scene  of  his  abominations.  Our 
Western  States — Kentucky,  Tennesse?,  Mississip- 
pi, and  Alabama — can  be  amply  supplied  with 
slaves  from  those  States  bordering  on  the  Atlantic ; 
they  need  no  supplies  from  abroad.  As  proof  of 
this,  I  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  unan- 
imous voice  of  Congress,  on  various  occasioAs, 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  slaves,  and  the  read- 


any  private  individual  advantages 
be  contrary  to  the  very  principles  on 
CJovemment  and  all  good  Governments  are  found- 
ed— that  is,  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  great 
whole.  We  are  continually  witnessing  the  oper- 
ation of  this  principle.  In  how  many  instances 
during  the  operation  of  our  embargo  laws  and  the 
restrictive  system  to  which  our  Government  thought 
it  proper  and  necessary  to  resort,  were  the  hopes, 

ftrospects,  and  property  of  individuals,  sacrificed 
or  the  public  good  !     How  many  hundreds  were 
reduced  to  penury  by  the  sudden  derangement  of 


all  their  mercantile  concerns,  or  the  perplexities  in    mess  with  which  these  prohibitory  laws  have  be«i 


which  they  were  involved!  Yet,  such  effects  as 
these,  though  certainly  foreseen,  never  divert  a 
Gfjvemment  from  pursuing  its  proper  course.  And 
what  shall  we  say  of  war  1  Congress  has  deemed 
')%  necessary,  and  may  deem  it  so  again,  for  the 
protection  of  our  country's  rights  and  honor.  Still, 
It  is  a  melancholy  truth,  that  private  losses  and 
misfortunes  are  the  certain  consequences,  and  count- 
less miseries  are  ever  found  in  its  train.  AH  these, 
however,  are  deemed  subordinate  considerations 
in  the  midst  of  patriotic  feelingis,  or  are  forgotten 
in  the  prospect  of  vindicated  rights,  success,  and 
glory.     And,  while  we  are  admiring  the  laureb  of 


enacted.  If  further  proof  be  necessary,  the  in- 
crease of  the  slave  population  in  the  old  State*,  as 
shown  by  the  census,  will  remove  all  doubt  on  this 

head.  . 

Mr.  President,  much  more  might  be  urged  in 
considering  this  question  of  expAiiency;  but  the 
subject  is,  in  many  respects,  a  delicate  one.  I 
therefore  forbear;  resolving  never  to  pass  those 
bounds  which  discretion  and  good  feeling  have 
prescrib<?d,  and  which  have,  thus  far  durmg  the 
debate,  l)een  respectfully  observed  by  others. 

It  may  be  useful,  however,  to  remark,  generally, 
that  throughout  the  civilized  world  we  hare  evi- 
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dence  of  an  unfeigned  disposition  to  diffuse  in- 
struction among  the  uninformed,  and  by  the  offices 
of  kindness,  and  the  hopes  and  promises  of  religion, 
to  increase  the  comforts  and  happiness  of  mankind. 
This  mild  and  merciful  disposition  is  displayed  in 
our  own  country,  in  a  manner  interesting  to  the 
heart,  and  presents  a  strong  inducement  for  Con- 
gress to  join  in  eve^measure  leading  to  such  de- 
sirable results.  But  I  fear,  sir,  i  am  tresT>assing 
too  far  on  the  time  and  patience  of  the  Senate; 
the  subject  Is  important,  and  this  is  my  apology. 
I  will  close  in  a  few  moments. 

In  virtue  of  the  ordinance  of  1787,  as  I  before 
observed,  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  were  admit- 
ted into  the  Union,  under  an  interdiction  of  slave- 
ry. Those  States  are  fast  rising  into  importance, 
peopled  by  hardy  freemen,  conscious  of  tKeir  situ- 
ation, and  congratulating  themselves  in  being  hap- 
pily exempted  from  the  operation  of  a  principle 
which  might  essentially  impair  their  strength  and 
diminish  their  comforts.  1  doubt  not,  sir,  that,  if 
the  people  of  those  States  were  now  to  speak  to  us 
their  opinions  and  feelings,  they  would  add  strength 
to  the  arguments  which  1  have  been  urging.  1  go 
'  further  :  I  have  no  question  that,  if  the  proposed 
amendment  should  be  adopted,  and  Missouri  com- 
mence her  career  of  independence,  under  an  inhi- 
bition of  further  slavery,  within  ten  years  from 
this  time  her  people  will  rejoice  in  a  retrospective 
;  view  of  the  dangers  they  had  escaped,  and  look 
;  forward  with  {Nride  and  confidence  in  the  con- 
sciousness of  their  increasing  prosperity.  Nay,  sir, 
I  go  further  still :  I  believe  that  the  millions  who 
may  hereafter  inhabit  our  Western  region,  extend- 
ing to  the  Pacific  ocean,  will  feel  and  enjoy  the 
same  benign  effects  in  their  social  and  political  re- 
lations, and  that  they,  and  successive  generations 
after  them,  "  will  rise  up  and  call  us  blessed."  . 

When  Mr.  Mellen  sat  down — 

Mr.  EnwARDS,  of  Illinois,  rose,  and  addressed 
the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  President :  Having  long  been  out  ol'  the 
habit  of  public  speaking,  and  finding  myself  un- 
able to  command  that  composure  of  mind  and  self- 
possession  which  are  so  essential  to  the  investiga- 
tion of  a  subject  as  important  as  the  one  now 
under  consideration,  I  should  leave  the  discussion 
of  it  to  gentlemen  who  are  infinitely  more  compe- 
tent to  do  justice  to  it,  were  it  not  that  mv  silence 
might  seem  to  sanction  the  imputation  oi  an  hon- 
orable gentleman  who  has  thought  proper  to  ex- 
.  press  the  opinion  that,  by  my  vote  oi  Friday  last, 
which  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  give,  I  had  aban- 
doned the  interest  of  the  non-slaveholding  States 
of  the  West.  , 

If  such  a  suggestion  be  well  founded,  nothing 
can  be  more  certain  than  that  I  have  not  been 
misled  by  personal  considerations ;  for,  my  perma- 
nent residence  and  the  most  of  my  property  being 
in  one  of  those  States,  and  holding  a  seat  in  this 
House 'by  the  kind  partiality  of  the  citizens  thereof, 
which  I  have  also  often  experienced  on  other  occa- 
sions, and  for  which  no  one  could  be  more  thank- 
ful; 1  should  be  unjust  to  myself,  ungrateful  to 
them,  and  equally  regardless  of  the  dictates  of  in- 
terest and  duty,  were  I  not  anxiously  disposed  to 


promote  the  best  interest  of  the  State  which  I 
have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent. 

Were  I  to  consult  my  popularity  onljr,  I  well 
know  that  it  would  be  much  easier  to  swim  with, 
than  to  resist,  the  present  popular  current,  which 
threatens  to  overwhelm  all  opposition,  and  to 
deluge  the  non-slaveholding  States  of  tne  West, 
with  what  I  consider,  with  all  due  deference  to 
the  opinions  of  other  gentlemen,  political  heresies, 
replete  with  mischiefs  calculated  to  impair  their 
present  as  well  as  future  prosperity  and  happiness. 

Sir,  I  love  popularity  so  well  that  I  would  gladly 
retain  it  by  the  utmost  devotion  to  the  interests  of 
my  constituents;  but  I  would  far  rather  surrender 
all  pretensions  to  it,  than  preserve  it  at  the  expense 
of  my  conscience.  I  respect  public  sentiment  as 
much  as  any  man,  and  snould  at  all  times  derive 
the  sincerest  gratification  from  being  able  to  dis- 
charge the  trust  confided  to  me  in  strict  conform- 
ity with  the  wishes  of  those  whom  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent — but  never  can  I  consent  to 
shelter  myself  even  from  the  tempest  and  hurri- 
cane of  popular  excitement,  bv  a  violation  of  that 
Constitution  which  I,  as  well  as  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Mohbil,)  have  sol- 
emnly sworn  to  support.  But  more  of  this  by 
and  by. 

Were  an  attempt  made  to  introduce  slavery  into 
the  non-slaveholding  States  of  the  West,  then, 
indeful,  might  there  be  just  cause  of  alarm;  and  I 
can  assure  gentlemen  that  there  is  no  man  who 
would  oppose  such  a  proposition  with  more  deter- 
mined zeal  than  myself  But,  taking  for  granted 
what  I  shall  presently  endeavor  to  prove,  that 
neither  the  slaveholding  States,  uor  any  of  us  who 
oppose  the  proposed  restriction  upon  Missouri,  are 
influenced  oy  a  desire  to  increase  slavery  in  the 
United  States;  and  that  the  proposed  restriction  is 
not  necessary  to  prevent,  nor  its  omission  calcula- 
ted to  augment,  the  importation  of  fresh  slaves,  it 
is  inconceivable  to  me  how  the  interest  of  the  non- 
slaveholding  States  of  the  West  can  be  compro- 
mitted  by  the  admission  of  domestic  slaves  into 
Missouri,  more  than  to  permit  them  to  remain  in 
the  States  where  they  now  are;  for,  if  that  por- 
tion (JT  political  power  which,  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, arises  from  t"he  slavery  that  now  exists,  is  to 
be  deprecated  and  dreaded  at  all.  surely  it  cannot 
be  worse  for  us  in  the  hands  of  tnose  whose  iden- 
tity of  interest  with  ourselves  affords  additional 
security  against  its  influence  being  exerted  to  our 
disadvantage.  As  yet.  we  have  had  no  cause  to 
regret  that  a  portion  oi  such  power  has  been  trans- 
ferred from  some  of  the  Southern  States  to  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee,  whose  sympathies,  friend- 
ship, and  assistance,  have  never  been  withheld 
from  us  in  the  hour  of  need.  Our  experience, 
therefore,  furnishes  nothing  to  cause  us  to  dread 
the  influence  of  a  similar  transfer  of  power  to 
Missouri. 

For  my  part,  considering  every  part  of  the 
Western  country  identified  in  interest,  and  that  its 
domestic  improvements,  commercial  prosperity, 
and  political  influence,  cannot  fail  to  be  promoted 
by  every  increase  of  population,  it  does  appear  to 
me  to  be  the  interest  of  every  State  in  the  West, 


that  fair  and  equal  inducements  to  emigration 
thither  should  be  afforded  to  the  citizens  of  every 
section  of  the  Union,  whether  slaveholding  or  non- 
slaveholding.  But,  in  opposition  to  this  very  ob- 
vious policy,  with  an  extent  of  territory  greatly 
beyond  the  demands  of  every  description  of  emi- 
grants, and  affording  infinitely  more  than  suffi- 
cient accommodation  for  all,  without  any  neces- 
sity for  collisions  of  interest,  feelings,  or  preju- 
dices, between  them,  we  are  called  upon  to  check 
the  emigration  of  our  Southern  brethren,  by  those 
who  dread  our  growth,  and  would  gladly  put  an 
entire  stop  to  emigration  from  every  other  quarter. 
And  thus  are  we  invited  to  let  lay  waste  and  unin- 
habited an  immense  frontier  of  our  country  rather 
than  pomit  it  to  be  occupied  by  our  Southern 
brethren,  who  certainly  would  not  be  less  our 
friends  by  becoming  our  neighbors. 

There  are  other  considerations  of  vital  impor- 
tance to  the  Union  in  general,  and  to  the  Western 
country  in  particular,  which  I  purposely  forbear  to 
press,  because  I  do  not  wish  to  excite  any  unpleas- 
ant feelings,  am  anxious  to  cherish  harmony,  and 
most  ardently  hope  that  some  compromise  may 
take  place  which  will  satisfy  the  reasonable  wishes 
of  all  parties. 

Mr.  President,  in  attempting  to  discuss  the  pres- 
ent proposition,  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  advocate 
slavery  in  any  shape,  or  to  deny  that,  in  its  mild- 
est form,  it  is  equally  inconsistent  with  the  inhe- 
rent rights  of  man,  and  repugnant  to  every  prin- 
ciple of  humanity  and  philanthropy.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  rejoice  most  sincerely  that  an  increasing 
sense  of  its  moral  injustice  and  turpitude,  and  the 
happy  prevalence  oi  more  enlightened  and  mag- 
nanimous views  throughout  every  part  of  our  com- 
mon country,  as  well  as  in  various  other  parts  of 
the  civilized  world,  are  eliciting  the  most  zealous 
efforts  not  only  to  prevent  its  extension,  but  to 
ameliorate  its  present  condition,  which,  with  the 
blessing  of  Divme  Providence,  I  trust  will,  in  due 
season,  eventuate  in  its  final  extermination. 

The  present  subject  of  discussion  surely  is  not 
the  expediency  of  increasing  slavery  in  the  United 
States  by  importations  from  Africa  or  elsewhere ; 
nor  is  it  a  question  of  slavery  or  freedom :  and  it 
does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  consistent  with  can- 
dor to  attempt  to  give  to  it  the  imposing  and  delu- 
sive aspect  of  either.  And  how  much  soever  such 
an  artifice  may  be  resorted  to,  in  other  places,  for 
the  purpose  of  rendering  popular  feelings  and  pre- 
judices subservient  to  political  views,  I  felicitate 
myself  in  the  firm  conviction  that  such  unworthy 
motives  can  receive  no  countenance  from  this  hon- 
orable body,  and  that  every  member  of  the  Senate 
would  disdain  to  impute  to  others  sentiments  which 
he  does  not  believe  them  to  entertain. 

Were  it,  in  fact,  a  question  whether  the  further 
introduction  of  slavery  into  the  United  States,  by 
importation  from  abroad,  should  be  permitted,  the 
universal  abhorrence  in  which  a  practice  so  dis- 

f graceful  to  humanity  is  held  by  all  classes  of  our 
ellow-citizens,  and  the  cordial  co-operation  of 
gentlemen  from  every  section  of  the  Union,  par- 
ticularly at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  in  mea- 
surei  to  prohibit  it,  forbid  the  belief  that  such  a 


measure  could  find  one  advocate  or  friend  in  this 
House ;  nor  can  there  be  a  doubt  that  we  would 
all  cheerfully  unite  in  such  farther  legitimate 
means  as  experience  may  demonstrate  to  be  neces- 
sary to  render  such  prohibition  complete  and  effec- 
tual, which  I  have  no  doubt  is  perfectly  practi- 
cable. 

All  of  us,  therefore,  entertaining  the  same  abhor- 
rence and  repuenance  to  the  further  introduction 
and  increase  of  slavery,  the  only  point  of  differ- 
ence between  us  relates  to  the  slaves  that  are  now 
among  us ;  and,  as  it  is  conceded  on  all  sides  that 
Congress  possess  no  power  to  abolish  the  slavery 
that  now  exbts,  it  follows  that  the  question  of 
slavery  or  freedom  is  not  involved  in  the  present 
proposition,  and  that  an  opposition  to  the  restric- 
tion that  is  attempted  to  be  imposed  upon  the  sov- 
ereignty and  independence  of  a  State,  may  well 
exist  without  any  predilection  for  slavery ;  for, 
should  our  opposition  prevail,  the  State,  notwith- 
standing, like  all  others  in  tnis  Union,  would  be 
left  pofectly  free  to  abolish  slavery;  and  I  am 
very  ready  to  admit  that  she  would  consult  her 
best  interest  by  doing  so. 

I  have,  Mr.  President,  viewed,  with  feelings  of 
the  deepest  regret,  attempts  that  have  been  made 
to  excite  local  and  sectional  jealousies,  particu- 
larly against  the  slaveholding  States,  upon  this 
subject,  in  their  nature  but  too  well  calculated  to 
sap  the  foundation  of  that  spirit  of  conciliation 
wnich  produced  this  great  Confederacy,  and  to 
interrupt  that  social  harmony  and  mutual  friend- 
ship and  confidence  which  are  sq  essential  to  main- 
tain and  strengthen  the  bonds  of  our  Union. 

Experience  teaches  us  that  it  is  much  more  easy 
to  produce  popular  discontent  than  to  limit  its 
operation  and  influence  to  the  first  exciting  causes ; 
and,  if  the  proposed  restriction  upon  Missouri  is  to 
be  carried  by  arraying  popular  prejudices  in  hos- 
tility to  one  principle  of  compromise  that  contrib- 
utea,  in  no  small  degree,  to  produce  our  present 
happy  Union,  is  it  not  to  be  feared  that  it  may  be 
difficult  to  limit  that  hostility  by  any  thing  short  of 
the  power  to  assail  that  principle  with  success? 
And  if  an  inequality  in  the  apportioimient  of  rep- 
resentatives in  the  other  branch  of  the  National 
Legislature,  with  a  correspondent  obligation  to 
pay  direct  taxes  in  proportion  thereto,  is  to  be  ren- 
dered obnoxious  to  our  fellow-citizens,  what  secu- 
rity is  there  that  the  representation  in  this  House, 
which,  without  any  such  correspondent  obliga- 
tion, and  without  regard  to  numbers,  reduces  the 
largest  States  in  this  Union  to  a  level -with  the 
smallest,  will  share  a  better  fbte  ? 

I  confess,  sir,  that  while  I  cannot  perceive  that 
the  present  subject  of  deliberation  furnishes  any 
adequate  motives  for  those  attempts  at  populaur 
excitement,  I  cannot  contemplate  them  without 
being  penetrated  with  the  most  awful  apprehen- 
sions for  the  fate  of  that  fair  fabric  of  our  freedom 
which  has  hitherto  been  not  more  our  boast  than 
the  admiration  of  the  civilized  world.  Upon  what 
ground,  sir,  are  those  jealousies  of  our  brethren  of 
the  slaveholding  States  predicated?  Take,  for 
example,  if  you  please,  the  case  of  Virginia,  the 
largest  of  those  States.    Does  she  wish  the  exten- 
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sion  of  slavery  7  Let  her  known  conduct  decide. 
While  yet  a  colony  of  Qreat  Britain,  she  distin- 
guished herself  pre-eminently  by  a  noble,  mag- 
nanimous, and  persevering  stand  against  it,  and 
enumerated  its  toleration  m  the  list  of  grievances, 
of  which  she  so  forcibly  and  eloquently  complained 

rnst  the  mother  country.  True  to  the  princi- 
she  professed,  she  was  the  first  State  in  the 
Ijnion  to  set  the  example  of  efficient  opposition  to 
a  traffic  in  human  flesh,  so  disgraceful  to  our  coun- 
try, and  80  abhorrent  to  the  principles  for  which 
we  ouTselvei  contended,  by  passmg  a  law  to  pro- 
hibit it  by  severe  penalties,  as  early  as  the  year 
1778,  in  which  she  has  steadfestly  persevered  from 
that  time  to  the  present  day ;  nor  has  she  ever,  on 
any  occasion,  been  less  prompt  in  assisting  to  in- 
terpose the  shield  of  federal  authority  to  protect  the 
devoted  sons  of  A  iirica  from  such  ruthless  oppression. 
Having  thus,  by  the  most  unequivocal  acts,  so 
demonstrated  tne  sincerity  of  her  professions  upon 
this  subject,  as  to  extort  the  highest  commenda- 
tion from  the  most  distinguished  advocates  of  the 
proposed  restriction  ;  and  deploring,  as  she  must 
do,  the  evils  of  slavery,  what  reason  have  we  to 
rappose  that  she  is  now  disposed  to  relinquish  those 
prmciples,  and  abandon  a  policy  which,  to  her 
nonor,  she  has  for  such  a  series  of  years,  pursued 
with  intiexiWe  perseverance,  and  tne  wisdom  of 
which  is  daily  more  and  more  developed  ?  No,  sir, 
depend  on  it,  Virginia  knows  too  well  what  she 
owes  to  her  own  character  ever  to  descend  from 
the  proud  pre-enainence  which  she  has  acquired 
upon  this  subject. 

The  rest  of  the  alaveholding  States  have  also 
given  such  proofs  of  their  decided  hostility  to  the 
further  introduction  of  slavery  among  us,  as  to 
leave  no  ground  for  even  the  attectation  of  incred- 
ulity upon  the  subject. 

As,  then,  those  States,  etjually  with  ourselves, 
are  opposed  to  the  further  increase  of  slavery  in  the 
United  States,  so,  with  them  as  with  us,  the  only 
subject  of  controversy  which  the  proposed  restric- 
tion presents,  relates  exclusively  to  the  slaves  that 
are  now  among  them.     And  can  they  have  any 
motives  for  opposing  that  restriction  which  are  not 
truly  national,  and  strictly  compatible  with  the 
principles  of  our  CtMifederation  ?    If  they  had  here- 
tofore desired  to  increase  their  nolitical  power  and 
aggrandize  themselves  upon  tne  basis  of  a  slave 
population,  would  they  themselves  have  volunta- 
rily inhibited  the  importation  of  slaves,  and  united 
in  every  means  which  the  wisdom  of  the  national 
councils  has  yet  been  able  to  devise  for  its  preven- 
tion ?    Were  they  now  even  tenacious  of  that  pro- 
portion of  political  power  which  they  derive  from 
the  slavery  that  exists  among  them,  would  they  be 
■   the  advocates  of  a  measure  calculated  to  diminish 
that  power,  by  its  tendency  to  abstract  from  them, 
and  transfer  to  a  diflerent  and  distant  section  of  the 
Union,  a  large  portion  of  their  slaves  ?     And  let 
it  be  remembered  that,  to  impute  to  them  a  desire 
merely  to  diminish  the  number  of  their  slaves,  is  to 
admit  the  most  conclusive  evidence  of  their  oppo- 


ated  by  the  motives  which,  for  particular  purposes 
bave  been  attributed  to  them,  it  must  be  evident 
that  the  principles  for  which  they  contend  are  cal- 
culated not  only  to  diminish  the  power  of  their  re> 
spective  States,  but  to  promote  the  abolition  of 
slavery  itself;  lor,  m  proportion  as  you  permit  the 
slaves  now  among  us  to  be  dispersed,  so  do  yoo 
diminish  their  relative  numbers  to  the  white  pop- 
ulatation  in  any  one  State,  and  to  that  extent,  at 
least,  increase  tneir  chances  of  emancipation,  as  is 
evinced  by  the  experience  of  Massachusetts,  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  &c^ 
and  which  is  also  conceded  by  the  supposition  that 
the  prohibition  of  the  further  admission  of  slaves 
into  Missouri  would  be  favorable  to  the  emancipa- 
tion of  those  who  are  now  there,  which  seems  to 
be  a  favorite  sentiment  with  a  gentleman  (Mr. 
King,  of  New  York,)  of  pre-eminent  talents,  who 
has  distinguished  himself  by  his  zealous  and  able 
support  ol  the  proposed  re^lriction,  and  who  ad- 
mits that  a  dLsposition  more  favorable  to  emanci- 
pation is  gaining  ground  in  the  States  where  sla- 
very exists ;  that  the  disproportionate  increase  of 
free  people  of  color  can  be  accounted  for  uikju  no 
other  supposition ;  and  that,  whatever  would  tend 
to  provide  more  satisfactorily  for  the  comfort  and 
morals  of  emancipated  slaves,  would  incTtase  the 
practice  of  emancipation ;  to  all  which  1  yield  the 
most  hearty  concurrence. 

It  cannot,  however,  be  denied  that  the  difficul- 
ties and  dangers  attendant  upon  emancipation,  in 
any  State,  must  be  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
slaves  therein ;  and  it  is  well  known  that  several 
of  the  States  have  considered  emancipation  so  in- 
compatible with  their  domestic  safety  and  tran- 
quillity, as  to  feel  the  necessity  of  absolutely  pro- 
hibiting it,  which  is  a  policy  that  it  is  not  presum- 
able they  will  abandon.  While,  therefore,  confining 
the  slaves  to  thase  States,  is  calculated  to  render 
their  bondage  perpetual,  it  must  be  acknowledged 
that  their  dispersion  into  different  sections  of  the 
Union  would  remove  many  of  the  most  important 
objections  to  emancipation,  at  the  same  time  that 
it  would  increase  the  means  of  providing  more 
satisfactorily  for  the  comfort  and  morals  of  those 
unhappy  beings,  and  would  cherish,  by  rendering 
more  availing,  that  increasing  disposition  to  eman- 
cipation which  imparts  so  much  consolation  to 
every  true  philanthropist. 

Tiie  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire, 
(Mr.  MoBRiL,)  whose  eloquent  denunciations  of 
slavery  we  heard  on  yesterday,  and  who  betrayed 
its  evils  and  injustice  in  the  most  appalling  colors, 
supports  the  proposed  restriction  on  the  ground 
that,  if  those  unhappy  victims  of  oppression  were 
permitted  to  be  carried  to  Missouri,  their  natural 
increase  would  be  greater,  in  consequence,  I  sup- 
pose, of  the  amelioration  of  their  condition,'  and 
the  multiplication  of  their  comforts.  But,  with- 
out pretending  to  analyze  that  species  of  philan- 
thropy which  would  seek  to  terminate  oppres&ion 
by  the  destruction  of  the  oppressed — or  that  bleeds 
for  suffering  humanity,  and  yet  recoils  at  any  alle- 
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I  have  endeavored  to  maintain. 
So  far,  therefore,  from  those  States  being  actu- 


sition  to  the  increase  of  slavery,  which  is  the  point    viation  of  such  suffering,  I  beg  leave  to  express  my 


doubts  whether  there  are  any  known  facts  that  will 
justify  the  gentleman's  hypothesis  itself.    ■ 
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it  is  readily  admitted,  that  the  condition  of  the 
slaves  in  the  West  would  be  improved,  bat  at  a 
time  when,  as  all  sides  admit,  the  influence  of  our 
free  institutions  and  the  progress  of  public  senti- 
ment hare  contributed,  in  an  eminent  degree,  to 
mitigate  the  rigors  of  slavery  in  all  parts  of  our 
country  where  it  exists,  it  is  hardly  to  be  presiuned 
that  the  difference  of  the  treatment  of  slaves  in  the 
Western  and  Atlantic  States  would  be  such  as  to 
produce  any  material  difference  in  their  natural 
increase.  Not  only  would  the  obvious  interest  of 
the  Atlantic  slaveholders  forbid  the  practice  of 
that  severe  and  cruel  treatment  that  would  be  ne- 
o«mry  to  produce  such  a  residt,  but  the  abundance 
of  subsistence  which  every  part  of  our  country  af- 
fords, and  the  well-established  fact,  that  slaves  in- 
crease faster  than  the  white  population  in  slave- 
holding  States,  or  free  people  of  color  anywhere, 
altogetner  negative  such  a  supposition.  Nor  is  it 
better  supported  by  any  calculation  upon  the  rela- 
tive increase  of  slave  population  in  the  Atlantic 
or  Western  States,  whicn  make  due  allowances 
for  the  effects  of  emigration  upon  the  latter.        „ 

But,  were  it  otherwise,  as  it  is  fully  demonstrated 
by  undeniable  documents,  that  free  people  of  color 
do  not  increase  by  procreation  as  fast  as  slaves, 
aad  as  the  dispersion  of  the  Utter  over  a  greater 
surface  would,  under  existing  circumstances,  mul- 
tiply their  chances  of  freedom,  it  is  but  reasonable 
to  suppose  that,  upon  the  whole,  it  would  not  only 
tend  eventually  to  diminish  slavery,  but  to  checK 
the  increase  of  our  black  population  generally. 

But,  sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr.  M ELLEN,)  who  has  just  resumed 
his  seat,  assuming  the  ground  that  wherever  a 
market  for  domestic  slaves  exists,  the  introduction 
of  foreign  slaves  cannot  be  prevented,  has  contend 


former,  and  have  long  been  intimately  acquainted 
with  both,  I  have  neva  beard  of  the  introduction 
of  a  single  African  into  either  contrary  to  law ; 
and  hence  I  think  it  fair  to  infer  that  either  the 
practice  has  never  prevailed  in  those  States,  or 
that  the  instances  oi  it  have  been  so  rare  as  rather 
to  demonstrate  the  efficieiTcy  of  the  law  to  pro- 
hibit it  than  to  justify  the  apprehensions  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  seems  to  entertain. 

These  are  Western  States,  in  the  proximity  of 
Missouri,  nearer,  however,  to  the  ocean,  and  pos- 
sessing equal  facilities  at  least  for  the  introduction 
of  foreign  slaves.  And  if,  with  a  constant  market 
for  slaves,  ofiering  the  most  seducing  temptations 
to  avarice  and  cupidity,  either  very  few  or  no  vio- 
lations of  the  law,  upon  that  subject,  have  hereto- 
fore occurred  in  those  States,  is  it  reasonable  to 
suppose,  or  does  any  gentleman  really  believe,  that 
the  profwsed  restriction  would  materially  affect 
the  ninnber  of  Africans  that  by  possibility  may  be 
smuggled  into  the  United  States  ? 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  public  sentiment  has 
been  progressive  upon  this  subject.  It  is  admitted 
by  the  friends  of  the  restriction  upon  Missouri, 
that  the  evils  of  slavery  have  been  so  constantly 
unfolding  themselves  as  to  cause  it  to  be  more  and 
more  deplored  even  in  the  States  where  it  exists, 
and  that  an  abhorrence  of  the  practice  is  gaining 
ground  in  every  part  of  our  own  country ;  and 
hence  I  should  infer  that  we  have  more  reason  to 
hope  for  a  diminution  of  the  evil  than  cause  to 
dread  its  increase,  even  if  the  prohibition  of  the 
importation  of  slaves  were  left  to  depend  upon  the 
law  that  existed  previous  to  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress. But,  seeing  that  nearly  all  Europe,  anima- 
ted by  more  just  and  enlightened  views  and  gen- 
erous feeling^Sj  is  endeavoring  to  extirpate  that 
ed  that,  if  the  proposed  restriction  should  not  pre-  1  nefarious  traffic,  and,  having  imparted  additional 

energies  to  our  own  laws  for  the  same  purpose, 
I  flatter  myself  that,  with  additioiMd  aid  of  public 


vail,  African  slaves  will  be  introduced  into  Mis- 
souri. In  support  of  which,  great  reliance  has 
been  placed  upon  a  few  cases,  much  magnified, 
however,  of  their  unlawful  introduction  into  cer- 
tain parts  of  our  country,  which  were  principally, 
if  not  exclusively,  attributable  to  causes  merely 
temporary. 

In  opposition  to  the  conclusions  he  has  drawn 
from  a  special  case,  we  may  with  propriety  recur 
to  facts  and  experience,  better  calculated  to  test 
the  correctness  of  his  general  proposition.  It  will 
not,  I  presume,  be  denied,  that  as  good  a  market 
for  domestic  slaves  as  is  ever  likely  to  recur  has 


sentiment  in  favor  of  those  measures,  the  danger 
of  introducing  Africans  into  Missouri  is  not  only 
less  than  it  has  been,  in  relation  to  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee,  but  that  it  is  wholly  chimerical  and 
visionary. 

Upon  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  does  appear  to 
me  tnat  we,  who,  on  the  present  occasion,  are  the 
advocates  of  State  rights,  cannot,  with  any  kind 
of  fairness,  be  charged  with  either  a  desire  to  in- 
crease slavery,  or  with  any  predilection  for  that 
which  exists.     And  if  the  proposed  restriction  is 


existed  in  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  not  necessary  to  prevent  the  importation  of  foreign 
Carolina,  &c.  where  facilities  of  introducing  for-  I  slaves,  it  follows  that  the  admission  of  slavery 
eign  slaves  are  as  great  as  could  be  desired ;  and  j  into  Missouri  is  neither  calculated  to  abridge  the 

power  of  the  non-slaveholding  States,  nor  to  in- 
crease that  inequality  in  the  apportionment  of  re- 
f>resentation  which  aepends  upon  our  slave  popu- 
ation  ;  for.  whether  those  slaves  be  in  Georgia  or 
Missouri,  tney  must  be  included  in  the  apportion- 


yet  it  is  believed  that  the  experience  of  those 
States  furnishes  nothing  to  justify  the  inferences 
that  have  been  so  confidently  insisted  upon,  or,  at 
most,  nothing  more  than  a  mere  apolo^  for  such 
inferences. 

Ca.ies,  however,  more  analogous  in  all  their  cir-  i  ment  of  representation,  and  whatever  power  they 
cumstances  to  that  of  Missouri,  as  far  as  experience  j  might  confer  upon  Missouri,  would  be  just  so  mucn 
can  be  relied  upon,  are  ample  refutation  of  the  j  abstracted  from  the  States  whence  they  came, 
argument  I  am  endeavoring  to  combat.     Slavery    And,  as  an  inequality  of  representation  tnus  pro- 


has  never  b«!en  prohibited  in  Kentucky  or  Tennes- 
see, where  slaves  have  been  in  constant  demand  ; 
and  yet,  although  I  have  lived  many  years  m  the 
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duced  must  necessarily  prevail  so  long  as  the  Con- 
stitution remains  unailtered,  1  am  constrained  to 
believe  that  the  transfer  of  a  portion  of  that  ad- 
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rantage  to  Missouri  would  be  as  harmless,  at  least 
to  the  non-slaveholding  States  of  the  West,  as  to 
let  it  remain  consolidated  with  all  its  influence  on 
this  side  of  the  Alleghany.  And,  indeed,  although 
I  should  greatly  r^ret  to  see  the  State  which  I 
have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent  participate  in 
it,  yet  it  does  appear  to  me  that  the  more  it  is  di- 
vided (without  mcreasing  it)  among  those  States 
that  wish  to  receive  it,  the  less  will  be  its  evils,  and 
the  greater  the  facility  and  certainty  of  controlling 
any  sinister  influence  which  it  might  produce. 

Mr.  E.  remarked,  that,  having  endeavored  so 
far  to  strip  the  subject  of  the  artifices  with  which 
it  had  most  dexterously  been  clothed,  he  would 
next  proceed  to  submit  to  the  Senate  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  believe  that  the  nroposed 
restriction  could  not  be  imposed  upon  Missouri 
without  a  violation  of  the  Constitution.  He  had, 
however,  made  but  a  few  remarks  upon  this  branch 
of  the  subject,  when  he  observed  that  he  found 
speaking  so  painful,  in  consequence  of  a  very  sore 
tnroat,  with  which  he  had  for  some  time  past  been 
afflicted,  that  it  was  impossible  for  him,  at  that 
time,  to  proceed ;  and  expressing  a  wish  to  have 
the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  at  a  future  day,  he 
resumed  his  seat. 

Mr.  Leake,  of  Mississippi,  then  rose  and  said, 
when  he  considered  the  vast  importance  of  the 
subject  now  under  consideration,  it  was  with  great 
diffidence  he  arose  to  address  the  Senate ;  but  it 
was  the  importance  of  the  subject,  together  with 
his  having  been  one  of  the  committee  to  whom  it 
had  been  referred,  which  induced  him  to  be  un- 
willing to  give  a  silent  vote. 

He  said  he  did  not  intend  to  go  into  a  length v 
discussion  of  the  subject ;  he  should  only  touch 
upon  some  of  the  principal  points  which  had  been 
rdied  on  by  honorable  gentlemen  who  were  in 
favor  of  the  restriction  proposed  by  the  amendment 
introduced  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania (Mr.  Roberts.) 

S;r,  said  Mr.  L.  we  have  been  told  by  some 
honorable  gentlemen,  that  the  power  to  impose 
this  restriction  is  derived  from  the  first  clause  of 
the  3d  section  of  the  4th  article  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.    "  New  States  may  be  ad- 
mitted  by  the  Congress   into  this   Union,"  &c. 
That,  as  we  may  adq^it  them,  we  may  also  refuse 
to  admit  them,  unless  they  will   submit  to  such 
terms  as  we  may,  in  the  exercise  of  our  discretion, 
think  proper  to  impose.     Sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  I  had 
always  supposed  that  in  the  exercise  of  this  power, 
to  "  admit  new  States  into  this  Union,"  it  was 
only  necessary  to  inquire,  first,  what  are  the  claims 
which  the  people  who  petition  to  be  thus  admitted 
have  on  the  Congress  for  such  admission  ?    Whe- 
ther their   numbers,  their  increasing  population, 
Sid  the  extent  of  territory  which  they  inhabit, 
will  justify  their  admission?    If  in  all  these  re- 
spects you  find  them  dulv  qualified,  and  yon  should 
deem  it  expedient  to  admit  them;  then  the  next 
inquiry  is,  what  is  a  State  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States?    1  need 
•    not  tell  the  Senate,  said   Mr.  L.,  that  States  in 
difierent  parts  of  the  world  mean  diflerent  things ; 
we  all  know  that  a  State,  separate  and  uncon- 


nected with  any  other  State,  means  a  sovereign 
independent  Power,   posscssmg  absolute,  uncon- 
ditional and  unlimited  authority  ;  and  according  to 
the  dbtribution  of  that  power,  is  the  character  of 
the  State  known.  If  the  whole  is  lodged  in  a  single 
individual,  it  is  then  an  absolute  despotism ;  il  it 
be  divided   into  difierent   branches,  and  the  au- 
thority divided  between  them,  it  is  a  limited  gov- 
ernment ;  and  whether  it  is  a  limited  monarchy, 
or  a  republic,  will  depend  upon  the  duration  in 
office,  tne  mode  of  coming  into  office,  and  the 
source  from  whence   the  power  emanates.     And- 
when  a  number  of  sovereign  States  connect  them-, 
selves  together  in  a  confederacy,  and  by  their  com- 
pact yield  to  their  federal  government  a  portion  of 
their  sovereignty,  in  order  that  that  government 
may  be  enabled  to  protect  the  confederation,  those 
States  then  become  limited  sovereignties,  and  that 
portion  of  sovereign  power  which  each  State  hat 
a  right  to  exercise,  depends  upon  the  powers  they 
have  delegated  to  the  federal  government  by  their 
compact,  and  upon  the  restraints  which  they  have 
submitted  to  have  imposed  upon  them  by  il. 

Such  are  these  United  States,  and  such  must  be 
the  condition  of  the  new  States  which  may  be 
'^admitted  by  the  Congress  into  this  Union." 

Then,  sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
recur  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
which  is  the  compact  between  the  States  and  the 
people  on  the  one  part,  and  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment on  the  other  part,  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
powers  which  have  been  delegated  to  the  Congress 
on  the  one  hand,  and  what  restrainlJ*  have  been 
laid  upon  the  States  on  the  other. 

By  the  8th  section  i^  the  1st  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution, the  powers  which  are  delegated  to  the 
Congress,  are  all  enumerated,  but  no  power  can 
there  be  found  to  authorize  the  Congress  to  make 
or  regulate  the  municipal  and  local  concerns  of 
the  States.  And  in  the  10th  section  of  the  same 
article,  we  find  all  the  restraints  which  are  im- 
posed upon  the  State  .sovereignties.  The  section 
provides  that, 

*'  No  State  •bail  enter  into  sny  treaty,  alliance,  or 
confederation  ;  grant  letters  of  marque  and  rrprwal  ; 
coin  money  ;  emit  bills  of  credit ;  make  any  thing  bat 
gold  and  ailver  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts; 
pats  any  bill  of  attainder,  ex  poet  facto  law,  or  law 
impairing  the  obligation  of  contracU ;  or  grant  any 
title  of  nobility. 

<*  No  State  shall,  without  the  conaent  of  the  Con- 
gress, lay  any  impoats  or  duties  on  imports  or  exports, 
except  what  may  be  absolutely  necessary  for  executing 
its  inspection  laws ;  and  the  net  produce  of  all  dnlies 
and  imposti,  laid  by  any  State  on  imports  snd  exports, 
«hall  be  for  the  use  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States ;  snd  all  sach  lawa  ahall  be  subject  to  the  re- 
vision and  control  of  the  Congress. 

'•  No  State  shall,  without  the  consent  of  Congress, 
lay  any  duty  on  tonnage,  keep  troops  or  ships  of  wsr 
in  time  of  peace,  enter  into  agreement,  or  compact 
with  another  State,  or  with  a  foreign  Power,  or  en- 
gage in  war,  unless  actually  invaded,  or  in  such  im- 
minent danger  as  will  not  admit  of -delay." 

Thus  we  see  that  although  the  States  in  this 
Union  have  yielded  up  a  great  and  very  important 
portion  of  their  sovereignty,  yet  they  have  not 
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yielded  up  the  right  to  make  their  own  local  and 
municipal  regtUations,  and  they  still  possess  the 
right  to  regulate  their  own  property  as  well  as  that 
of  their  own  citizens;  for,  by  the  10th  article  of 
the  amendments  of  the  Constitution,  it  iy  provided 
that  "the  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United 
*  States  by  tne  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to 
'  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States,  respectively, 
*■  or  to  the  people." 

And  as  to  the  particular  species  of  property 
which  is  the  subject  of  the  present  discussion, 
while  the  Constitution  has  been  silent  with  respect 
to  other  property,  it  has  clearly  recognised  this  ;  by 
the  3d  clause  ot  the  2d  section  of  the  4th  article 
of  the  Constitution,  it  is  provided,  that  "  no  per- 
'  son  held  to  st>rvice  or  labor  m  one  State,  under 
'  the  laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall,  in 
'  consequence  of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be 
'  discharged  from  such  service  or  labor,  but  shall 
^  be  delivered  up  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom 
'  such  service  or  labor  may  be  due." 

Mr.  President,  from  thisview  of  the  Constitution, 
I  conclude,  that  a  State,  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Constitution,  is  a  limited  sovereignty,  by  virtue 
of  the  compact ;  yet,  retaining  all  the  attributes 
of  sovereignty,  which  are  not  delegated  by  the 
Constitution  to  the  United  States,  nor  prohibited  by 
it  to  the  States.  Then,  sir,  the  power  to  hold,  pos- 
sess, and  regulate  this  property,  has  not  been  delegat- 
ed to  the  United  States,  nor  prohibited  totheStates; 
then  a  State,  within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, possesses  the  sole  control  over  it,  and  the 
United  States  possess  none.  And.  sir,  a  State, 
within  the  meaningof  the  Constitution,  is  the  same 
thing,  whether  one  of  the  old  thirteen,  or  one  ad- 
mitted since,  or  one  which  is  hereaAer  to  be  ad- 
mitted. 

The  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
France,  by  which  we  acquired  Louisiana,  has  pro- 
vided, that  "the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory 
'  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  Union  of  the  United 
'  States,  and  admitted  as  soon  as  possible,  according 
'  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to 
'  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and 
'  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  ;  and 
*■  in  the  mean  time  they  shall  be  maintained  and 
'  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty. 
'  property,  and  the  religion  which  they  profess." 
From  this  clause  of  the  treaty,  then,  said  Mr.  L.. 
you  cannot  impose  any  restraint  upon  Missouri 
which  you  cannot  impose  upon  a  State ;  because, 
as  the  treaty  guaranties  all  the  rights,  advantages, 
and  immunitiesof  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
one  of  those  rights,  dte.,  is  the  right  to  form  a 
Constitution  for  themselves,  upon  republican  prin- 
ciples; after  which  they  have  a  right  to  exercise 
all  the  attributes  of  sovereignty  which  are  not 
delegated  by  the  Constitution  to  the  United  States, 
nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States. 

But,  Mr.  President,  some  honorable  gentlemen 
contend  that  the  right  to  impose  this  restriction  on 
Mis.souri  is  derived  from  the  9th  section  of  the  1st 
article  of  the  Constitution.  The  first  clause  of 
that  section  provides,  that  "  the  migration  or  im- 
'  portation  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States 
'  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall 
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'  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior  to  the' 
'  year  1808 ;  but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on 
'  such  importation,  not  exceeding  ten  dcnlars  for 
'  each  person."  It  is  contended  that  the  word 
"  migration  "  means  the  carrying  slaves  from  one 
State  to  another  ;  and  that  " importation"  means 
bringing  them  from  abroad  or  over  the  sea.  Sir, 
I  cannot  subseribe  to  this  interpretation  of  the 
word  "  migration,"  but,  on  the  contrary.  I  must 
believe  that  it  means  the  coming  of  tree  for- 
eigners to  the  States.  I  concur  entirely  with  the 
honoraUe  gentleman  from  Georgia  (  Mr.  Elliot  ) 
in  the  definition  which  he  gave,  the  other  day,  of 
this  word,  that  it  means  the  voluntary  coming  of 
a  free  person,  acting  according  to  his  own  volition. 
And  as  Congress  possessed  the  power  to  establish 
a  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  they  might  think 
proper  to  inhibit  the  migration  of  such  foreigners 
as  they  are  unwilling  to  naturalize;  and,  as  the 
Congress  have  the  power  to  regulate  conunerce, 
they  have  the  power  to  inhibit  the  importation  of 
slaves,  which  were  imported  as  articles  of  com- 
merce. And  I  admit,  with  the  honorable  gentle- 
men who  support  the  proposition  to  restrict  Mis- 
souri, that  this  clause  in  the  Constitution  has 
relation  onlv  to  the  States  then  existing ;  and  it 
was  insertea  in  the  Constitution  because  some  of 
the  States  then  existing  were  unwilling  that  the 
migration  of  foreigners,  or  the  importation  of 
slaves,  should  be  interdicted  until  the  year  1808. 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  consider  it  of  any 
importance  in  the  present  discussion,  what  inter- 
pretation shall  be  given  to  the  words  "  migration" 
and  "  importation  ;"  since  the  clause  in  the  Con- 
stitution, in  which  they  have  been  used,  has  no 
longer  any  force  or  effect.  By  turning  to  this 
clause,  it  will  be  perceived,  that  it  makes  no  grant 
of  power,  nor  does  it  enlarge  any  power  Mfwe 
granted,  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  restncts  them  ;  it 
restrains  the  Congress  from  prohibiting  the  migra- 
tion or  importation  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the 
States  then  existing  might  tnink  proper  to  admit, 
until,a  given  period  ;  the  restraint  then  operating 
no  longer  than  the  year  1808,  expires  by  its  own 
limitation,  and  having  performed  its  office,  becomes 
functua  officio.  The  power  of  the  Congress,  then^ 
to  impose  this  restriction  on  Missouri,  cannot  be 
derived  from  that  clause. 

Mr.  L.  said,  some  honorable  gentlemen  seem  to 
think  that  the  power  of  Congress  to  impose  this 
restriction  on  Missouri  is  deriv»l  from  the  2d  clause 
of  the  3d  section  of  the  4th  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  is  in  these  words :  "  The  Congr^ 
'  shall  have  power  to  dispose  oi^  and  make  all 
'  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting,  the  ter- 
'  ritory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United 
'  States  ;  and  nothing  in  this  Constitution  shall  be 
'  so  construed  as  to  prejudice  the  claims  of  the 
*  United  States,  or  of  any  particular  State." 

Mr.  President,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge  of  the 
meaning  of  this  clause  of  the  Constitution,  the 
needful  rules  and  regulations  which  the  Congress 
are,  by  it,  authorized  to  make,  relate  to  the  territory 
itself,  that  is,  the  domain,  the  land,  the  actual  soil 
belonging  to  the  United  States ;  and  not  the  in- 
habitants of  the  territory.    Sir,  the  Congress  may 
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dispose  of— dispose  of  what  ?  of  the  territory  or 
other  property ;  not  the  inhabitants  of  that  territory. 
The  Congress  may  make  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations  resj)ecting  the  territory,  or  other  prop- 
erty of  the  United  States.  Sir,  the  word  "  ter- 
ritory," being  immediately  followed  by  the  words, 
"  or  other  property,"  proves,  satisfactorily,  to  my 
mind, that  the  word  "  territory"  was  there  mtended 
to  mean,  the  domain,  whicn  the  Congress  mav 
dispose  of  by  sale  or  otherwise,  and  may  make  sncn 
needful  regulations  respecting  its  protection  from 
waste  or  other  injury,  and  to  preserve  their  rights 
to  it  unimpaired. 

It  is  not  from  the  power  to  make  all  such  need- 
ful rules,  <tc.,  that  the  Congress  derives  the  right 
to  establiiih  a  temporary  government  for  the  inhab- 
itants of  a  territory ;  it  is  from  the  last  clause  of 
the  8th  section  of  the  1st  article  that  this  power  is 
derived ;  by  it  the  Congress  has  the  power  "  to 
'  make  all  laws  which  ^all  be  necessary  and  pro- 
*  per  for  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing 
'  powers,  and  all  other  powers  vested  by  this  Con- 
'  stitution  in  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
'  or  in  any  department  or  office  thereof" 

Sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  we  have  already  seen  that  the 
Congress  has  a  right  to  dispose  of,  by  sale  or  oth- 
erwise, the  territory  which  is  the  land  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  But  a  sale  cannot  be  effected  without 
parchasers ;  oo  person  will  purchase  unless  he  can 
De  protected  in  his  (>erson  and  his  property.  Hence, 
in  order  to  effect  a  sale  of  the  public  lands,  the 
Congress  has  the  power  "  to  make  all  laws  which 
shall  be  necessary  and  proper"  to  prote«;t  the  pur- 
chasers in  the  enjoyment  oi  their  lives,  liberty,  and 
property  ;  and  this  can  only  be  done  by  establish- 
ing  a  system  of  Gkrvernment  for  them,  until  their 
numbers  entitle  them  to  a  claim  for  admission  into 
this  Union,  upon  an  equal  footing,  in  all  respects 
whatever,  witn  the  original  State* ;  after  which, 
when  the  Congress  deems  it  expedient  to  admit 
them  as  such,  it  is  then  no  logger  "  necessary  or 
proper"  for  the  Congress  to  make  laws  for  their 
government,  and  of  course  the  power  of  the  Con- 
gress to  make  these  laws  ceases  to  exist. 

But  it  has  been  said,  that  the  bill  on  your  table, 
which  has  been  reported  by  the  committee,  alreadv 
contains  a  number  of  restrictions ;  and,  it  is  asked, 
why  not  impose  this  restriction,  as  well  as  those 
which  have  been  reported  by  the  committee  ?  Sir, 
said  Mr.  L.,  those  restrictions  are  warranted  by  the 
Constitution :  they  relate  to  the  public  lands,  and  the 
Congress  havea  right  to  make  ail  needful  rules  and 
regi£tions  respecting  the  territory  (which  is  the 
public  land)  or  other  property  of  the  United  States. 
One  of  these  restrictions,  for  instance,  is,  that  the 
proposed  State  of  Missouri  shall  not  tax  the  land 
of  the  United  States  until  five  years  after  it  shall 
hare  been  sold.  The  reason  of  this  restriction  is 
very  obvious :  the  United  States  have  a  lien  on 
the  land  for  five  years  after  it  shall  have  been  sold, 
and  at  the  end  of  that  term,  if  the  purchase  money 
shall  not  have  been  paid,  the  land  may  again  be 
sold  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  monev  which 
may  be  due  thereon  ;  and  if  it  will  not  sell  for  as 
much  money  as  is  due,  the  land  then  reverts  to  the 
United  States,  and  the  payments  which  had  before 


been  made,  are  then  forfeited  to  the  United  States. 
It  is,  then,  competent  for  the  Congress  to  impose 
that  restriction,  because,  to  preserve  the  public 
land,  is  "  to  make  a  needful  rule  or  regulation  re- 
specting it.''  But  even  that  restriction  is,  in  my 
opinion,  altogether  unnecessary  and  useless;  be- 
cause, merely  admitting  a  new  State  into  this 
Union,  would  give  it  no  control  over  the  land  or 
other  property  of  the  United  States  ;  for  "  nothing 
in  the  Constitution  shall  be  to  constrtied  as  to  pre- 
judice any  claims  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any 
particular  State."  But,  as  many  suppose  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  impose  such  a  restriction,  and  as  the 
Congress  clearlv  have  the  right  to  preserve  and 
protect  the  lana  and  other  property  of  the  United 
States,  there  is  no  want  of  power  m  the  Congress 
to  impose  it ;  it  has,  therefore,  out  of  abundant 
caution,  been  inseited.  Thus,  sir,  said  Mr.  L..  I 
have  just  touched  some  of  what  I  deemed  to  be  toe 
principal  points  involved  in  this  debate.  Much 
more  might  be  said :  it  could  easily  be  shown  that  ° 
none  of  the  States  heretofore  admitted  into  this 
Union  have  been  restricted,  with  respect  to  slavery ; 
that  that  subject  has  been  decided  by  the  majorities 
of  the  conventions  of  those  States ;  and  that  the 
constitutions  of  the  States  which  l^ave  already 
been  admitted,  are,  in  many  important  respects, 
totally  inconsistent  with  the  ordinance  of  1787  ; 
bat  I  shall  content  myself  by  leaving  that  subject 
to  others. 

When  Mr.  Leaks  concluded,  the   Senate  ad- 
journed. 


•  -n 


Thoisoay,  January  20, 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claima, 

to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Bowie  and 

Kurtz  and  others^  niade  a  report,  accompanied  by 

a  resolution  that  a  bill  be  reported  appropriating 

dollars  for  the  relief  of  the  j)etitioners.     The 

report  and  resolution  were  read.  ' 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Samuel  F.  Hook- 
er, made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted.     Tfie  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Sanporo  presented  the  petition  of  George  * 
Mayfield,  of  Tennessee,  praying  to  be  confirmed  m 
a  grant  of  land  made  to  him  by  the  Creek  Indians, 
as  stated  in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Curnmittee  on  Public  Lauds. 

The  Senate  rei>uined  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  upon  the  peti- 
tion of  Henry  Ingraham,  Robert  Hazlehurst,  and 
j  William  Smith,  jr. ;  and,  in  concurrence  there- 
I  with,  the  petitioners  bad  leave  to  withdraw  their 
petition. 

j  The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
I  report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  upon 
'  the  petition  of  Rhoda  Crawford ;  and,  in  concur- 
renoe  therewith,  ressolved  that  said  committee  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject,  and  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw her  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Conunittec  on  Pensions  upon  the 
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petition  of  John  Williamson^  praying  a  pension ; 
and,  in  concurrence  therewith, the  petitioner  had 
leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mark  Richards  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  rei>amed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  hill  to  continue  in 
ibrce  tne  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  re- 
ports of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,"  ap- 
proved the  3d  March,  1817  ;  and  the  blank  having 
been  filled  with;iM,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Eaton,  the  t 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until; 
to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  confirming 
Anthony  (Ja. alier  and  Peter  Petit  in  their  claim 
to  a  tract  of  land ;  and  ^e  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  a 
district  court  in  the  State  of  Alabama ;  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Ether  Shipley,  administra- 
tor of  Thomas  Buckminster^  late  lieutenant  in  the 
thirty-third  regiment  of  United  States'  infantry ;" 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  further  postponed  until  next 
Monday  week. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURI. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whote,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  for  the  admi.ssion  of  the  State  of  Maine  into 
the  Union,"  togetiier  with  the  amendments  report- 
ed thereto  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Roberts. 

Mr.  LowRiB,  of  Pennsylvania,  observed,  that  so 
much  had  been  said,  and  so  much  had  been  writ- 
ten, on  this  subject,  it  was  extremely  difficult  to 
any  any  thing  farther  that  would  have  any  claim 
to  originality ;  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to 
support  an  argument  on  either  side,  without  re- 
peating some  things  which  had  already  been  said. 
This  hewonld  endeavor  to  avoid,  and,  as  the  Sen- 
ate must  be,  in  some  measure,  weary  of  the  debate, 
he  would  treat  the  question  with  all  the  brevity 
of  which  he  was  capable. 

In  this  discussion,  it  is  impossible  not  to  advert 
to  the  following  maxims,  wnich  may  properly  be 
called  first  principles : 

"  We  hold  these  Uuths  to  be  self-evident,  that 
all  men  are  created  equal ;  that  they  are  endowed 
by  their  Creator  with  certain  inalienable  righu ; 
that  amongst  these  are,  life,  liberty,  and  the  pur- 
suit of  happiness." 

'^  He  that  made  the  world,  and  all  things  there- 
in, hath  made  of  one  Mood  all  the  nations  of  man." 

There  is  no  excuse  for  hereditary  slavery,  ex- 
cept self-preservation — beyond  this  it  dwindles 
into  mere  farce. 

It  is  not  among  the  natural  rights  of  man  to 
enslave  his  fellow  man. 


Slavery  is  of  such  a  nature,  it  mUBt  take  ks  rise 
from  positive  law. 

These  principles,  as  abstract  truths,  are  not  gen- 
erally denied.  How  far  they  have  a  bearing  on 
this  subject,  is  a  question  I  will  not,  said  Mr.  L., 
at  this  moment,  take  up.  I  now  merely  bring 
them  into  view ;  1  will  advert  to  them  in  another 
part  of  this  argument. 

The  first  question  which  meets  us  at  the  thredi- 
old  is— have  Congress  the  right  to  propose  to  the 
State  of  Missouri  the  restricticm  contained  in  the 
amendment?     Before  disposing  of  this  inquiry, 

rrmit  me  to  say  a  word  on  State  sovereignties. 
,  for  one,  Mr.  President,  cherish  the  idea,  believ- 
ing that  our  political  salvation  depends  upon  it ; 
that  a  consolidation  of  this  extended  empire  must 
end  in  the  worst  kind  of  despotism. 

The  people  of  the  United  States,  in  forming  a 
Government  for  themselves,  established  a  com- 
plex system.  The  Government  of  the  Union 
flows  as  directly  from  the  people  as  does  the  gov- 
ernment of  any  of  the  States.  The  circumstance 
that  the  delegates  who  formed  the  present  Con- 
stitution, were  appointed  by  the  State  Legislatores, 
does  not  detract  from  this  idea ;  because  the  instru- 
ment was  afterwards  submitted  to  the  people,  and 
had  it  not  been  approved  by  them,  it  would  have 
had  no  more  authority  than  the  sweeping  of  your 
floor.  The  €jK»vemment  of  the  United  States, 
though  limited  in  its  powers,  b  supreme  within 
the  proper  s-pbere  of  its  action.  The  respective 
Grovemments  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  sev- 
eral Slatesaresovereiga  within  their  proper  spheres, 
and  no  farther.  Hence  it  follows,  that  the  States 
are  limited  sovereignties.  It  follows,  also,  that  the 
right  to  admit  new  States,  being  within  the  sphere 
of  the  Greneral  Government,  is  a  right  which,  to 
that  (Jovernment,  is  perfect.  Every  gentleman 
who  hears  me,  knows  that  these  are  not  new  prin- 
ciples ;  that  they  have  been  laid  down  and  acted 
on  by  soDAe  of  our  ablest  and  wisest  statesmen. 

In  the  Constitution  it  is  provided  that  "  the  mi- 
'  gration  or  importation  of  such  persons  as  any  of 
*■  the  States  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  ad- 
'  mit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior 
<  to  the  year  1808,  but  a  tax,"  dtc.  In  this  debate 
it  seems  generally  to  be  admitted,  by  gentlemen 
on  the  opposite  side,  that  these  two  words  are  not 
synonymous  ;  but  what  their  meaning  is,  they  «r^. 
not  so  well  agreed.  One  gentleman  tells  ^l,  it 
was  intended  to  prevent  slaves  from  being  Intm^ht 
in  by  land  ;  another  gentleman  says,  it  was  in- 
tended to  restrain  Congress  from  interfering  with 
eniiffration  from  Europe. 

These  constructions  cannot  both  be  right.  The 
gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me  on  the  same 
side,  have  advanced  a  number  of  pertinent  argu- 
ments to  settle  the  proper  meaning  of  these  words. 
1,  sir,  shall  not  repeat  them.  Indeed,  to  me,  there 
is  nothing  more  iry  or  uninteresting,  than  discus- 
sions to  explain  the  meaning  of  single  wx>rds.  In 
the  present  case,  I  will  only  refer  to  the  authority 
of  Mr.  Madison  and  Judge  Wilson,  who  were  botn 
members  of  the  Convention,  and  who  gave  tbeir 
construction  to  these  words,  long  before  this  ques- 
tion was  agitated.     Mr.  Madison  observes,  that,  to 
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say  this  clause  was  intended  to  prevent^mitfration, 
does  not  deserve  an  answer.  And/  Judge  Wilson 
says,  expressly,  it  was  intended  td  place  the  new 
Stales  under  the  control  of  CongreM,  as  to  the 
introduction  of  slair^es.  The  opinion  of  this  latter 
ffentleman  is  entitled  to  peculiar  weight.  After 
the  Convention  had  labored  for  weeks  on  the 
subject  of  representation  and  direct  taxes — ^when 
those  great  men  were  like  to  separate  without  ob- 
taining their  object,  Judge  Wilson  submitted  the 
provision  on  this  subject,  which  now  stands  as  a 
part  of  your  Constitution.  Sir,  there  is  no  man, 
nrom  any  part  of  the  nation,  who  understood  the 
syston  of  our  Government  better  than  him  ;  not 
even  excepting  Virginia,  from  whence  the  gentle- 
man from  Gr^rgia  (Mr.  Walker,^  tells  us,  we 
have  all  our  great  men.  But,  sir,  for  all  the  pur- 
poses of  my  argument,  I  consider  this  provision  of 
the  Constitution  as  an  out-post ;  and,  as  I  do  not 
intend  to  rely  upon  it,  gentlemen  may  have  it  as  a 
free  gift. 

>'^  In  the  Constitution  it  is  further  provided,  that 
**  the  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and 
'  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting, 
*  the  territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the 
'  United  States."  From  the  commencement  of  the 
Grovemment  until  lately,  this  provision  of  the  Con- 
stitution received  but  one  construction.  In  pursu- 
ance of  this  authority,  Congress  proceeded  to  regu- 
late the  government  of  the  respective  territories, 
until  from  time  to  time  they  were  admitted  into 
the  Union.  In  pursuance  of  this  provision,  the 
first  Congress  sanctioned  the  ordinance  of  1787, 
which  some  writers  affect  to  call  a  usur])ation. 
But  another  construction  is  now  given.  It  is  said 
that  Congress  have  power  only  to  dispose  of  the 
soil,  as  they  would  of  the  other  property  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  This  construction  appears  to  me  to 
involve  an  inconsistency,  to  which  gentlemen  who 
make  it  have  not  perhaps  attended.  To  dispose 
of  the  soil,  pre-supposes  a  Government  to  regulate 
the  inhabitants.  If  this  Government  be  not  estab- 
lished by  the  United  States,  it  must  be  established 
by  themselves.  Suppose  that  a  large  colony  had 
purchased  one  of  your  territories.  You  have  dis- 
posed of  the  soil,  and  your  power  then  ceases ; 
they  may  or  tjiey  may  not  aciinowledge  your  au- 
thwity ;  they^ay,  if  they  choose,  establish  a  mon- 

,  archy.  These  discordant  principles  cannot  be  ad- 
iflked  to  flow  from  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  The  truth  is,  Mr.  President,  that  the 
power  to  dispose  of  and  make  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  territories,  and  the  power  to 
admit  new  States  into  this  Union,  have  beipn  given, 
by  the  people  of  the  United  States,  to  Congress. 
They  are  powers  of  the  General  Grovemment 
within  the  proper  sphere  of  its  action,  and,  of 
course  sovereign  and  supreme.  This  Grovemment, 
for  the  period  of  thirty  years,  by  its  acts,  has  sanc- 
tioned the  construction  contended  for.  Territo- 
ries have  been  nurtured  and  protected  through 
infancy  and  youth,  until,  arriving  at  a  pro- 
re,  they  were  admitted  into  the  family  of  the 
;>uolic. 

^ith  respect  to  Louisiana,  and  the  Territories  of 
Arkansas  and  Missouri,  including  the  whole  coun- 
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try  claimed  bv  the  United  States,  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, besides  fhe  right  given  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, Congress  have  another  superadded,  which, 
although  different.  Is  not  discoraant.  France  re- 
ceived this  district  of  country  from  Spain,  and 
ceded  the  same  to  the  United  States,  in  "full 
sovereignty."  Our  title,  therefore,  to  this  territory, 
is  perfect  and  complete.  Congress  have  the  same 
sovereign  right  to  make  any  provisions,  laws  or 
reflations,  which  France  could  have  made,  nad 
this  territory  still  remained  under  her  jurisdiction. 
In  that  case,  it  will  scarcely  be  contended  that 
France  would  not  have  had  the  right  to  inhibit 
the  further  introduction  of  slavery.  Suppose  that 
the  territory  of  Missouri  were  now  under  France, 
and  that  tne  inhabitants  had  requested  of  the 
French  Grovemment  the  privilege  of  becoming 
one  of  the  United  States ;  in  giving  her  consent, 
France  could  have  said,  you  may  become  one  of 
those  States,  on  condition  that  you  abolish  slavery. 
In  this  case,  it  would  have  been  perfectly  compe- 
tent for  France  to  have  proposed  this  condition. 
So  can  the  United  States :  necause  we  have  the 
same  sovereignty  here  that  France  ever  had. 

These  principles  are  so  plain,  it  is  difficult  to 
illustrate  them  farther ;  but  let  us  take  the  cases 
of  two  provinces  held  by  different  Powers,  the  one 
to  the  North,  and  the  other  to  the  South.  Sup- 
pose that  Canada  were  to  apply  to  the  British 
Grovemment  for  liberty  to  join  the  American  Re- 
pubhes,  that  Grovemment  could  say  to  her,  you 
may  have  your  wish  on  condition  that  you  abolish 
your  established  religion,  and  your  system  of  vil- 
lainage; make  these  fundamental  articles  of  your 
constitution,  and  if  Congress  will  consent,  you 
may  become  one  of  them.  Let  us  suppose,  furtner, 
that  the  twenty  years'  war  which,  with  pen  and 
ink,  we  have  waged  with  the  GJoverament  of 
Spain,  were  now  to  take  another  direction,  and 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Florida  were  to  request 
His  Most  Catholic  Majesty's  permission  to  join 
our  family.  That  permission  might  be  granted 
on  any  conditions  not  repugnant  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States ;  and,  if  agreed  to  by 
them,  and  by  the  Congress,  would  he  binding, 
and  could  not  be  rescinded  without  a  breach  of 
good  faith. 

Mr.  President,  if  we  examine  the  history  of  the 
new  States  which  have  been  admitted  into  this 
Union,  we  will  find  that  none  of  them  were  ad- 
mitted without  conditions,  which  were  to  become 
fundamental  articles,  irrevocable  without  the  con- 
sent of  both  parties.  The  cases  of  Kentucky  and 
Vermont  are  not  exceptions,  although  they  have 
generally  been  so  considered.  Kentucky  was 
formed  from  the  territory  belonging  to  Virginia, 
and  a  number  of  conditions  were  imposed  by  the 
one  State,  and  agreed  to  by  the  other,  which  to 
this  day  are  binding. 

Vermont  was  not  like  any  of  the  other  States. 
Her  history  is  briefly  this:  The  territory  was 
claimed  both  by  New  York  and  New  Hampshire. 
In  1761-2,  New  Hampshire  granted  one  hundred 
and  thirty-eifht  townships  west  of  the  Connecti- 
cut river.  New  York  oecame  alarmed  at  this 
proceeding,  applied  for  the  territory  to  the  British 
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Goveramnkt,  and  obtained  a  decision  in  her  favor. 
She  then  endeavored  to  dispossess  the  settlers  who 
claimed  under  the  New  Hampshire  grants.  But 
her  authority  was  resisted  on  the  part  of  Vermont, 
and  for  twenty-six  years  this  new  State  main- 
tained her  ground.  In  this  contest,  the  Old  Con- 
gress pursued  an  undecided  course.  In  the  mean- 
time, Vermont  declared  itself  independent,  and  so 


a  wilderness.  Admitting  for  a  mom«it  that  slaves 
are  property,  it  must  be  proved  that  any  others, 
besides  those  there  at  the  date  of  the  treaty,  were 
intended  to  be  embraced  by  its  provisions.  *  This 
cannot  be  shown.  The  inhabitants  then  thore 
were  the  parties  we  admit  to  this  treaty  ;  and,  what- 
ever may  have  been  their  rights  or  their  property, 
they  are  not  touched  by  this  amendment.   Bat  far- 


continued  till  the  year  1789,  when  commissioners  '  ther  proof  is  still  wanted,  because  it  is  denied  that 
were  appointed  by  this  State  and  by  New  York,     ■  "  '""' 

who  finally  agreed  that  Vermont  should  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  on  two  conditions :  the  one 
related  to  her  boundaries,  and  the  other  required 
the  payment  of  ^30^000  to  New  York  within  four 
years  trom  that  period. 

Mr.  L.  observed,  that  the  whole  discussion  was 
upon  a  dry  subjectl  and  that  this  part  of  it  was  pe- 
culiarly so.  I  will,  therefore,  sir,  pass  over  the 
conditions  imposed  on  the  other  States.  It  is  the 
less  necesttry  that  I  should  mention  them,  as  other 
gentlemen  have  brought  the  most  of  them  into 
view  already.  Let  me  observe,  however,  that,  in 
the  nine  new  States,  there  are  seventeen  distinct 
conditions  attached,  not  one  of  which  is  applied  to 
the  old  thirteen  States.  The  new  States  are  re- 
stricted in  their  taxes;  they  are  restricted  from 
touching  the  right  of  the  soil ;  they  are  restricted 
in  their  highways  and  navigable  streams  of  water; 
and  three  of  them,  which  at  no  distant  day  will  be 
three  of  the  brightest  stars  in  our  political  constel- 
lation, are  restricted  as  to  slavery.  Take  the  con- 
stitution of  Maine ;  restrictions  are  there  imposed 
by  Massachusetts.  Nay,  more,  sir,  look  at  the 
amendment  reported  by  the  honorable  chairman 
of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and  even  to  Missouri, 
this  favorite  child,  we  find  restrictions.  It  is  tme, 
these  restrictions  are-  placed  in  the  bill  under  the 
cover  of  provisos  ;  so,  let  me  tell  gentlemen,  is  the 
restriction  offered  as  an  amendment  by  my  col- 
league. Our  right  is  admitted  to  impose  one  re- 
striction; but  to  impos(»  another  restriction,  not 
involving  the  necessity  of  a  greater  or  higher  de- 
gree of  sovereignty,  the  right  is  denied.  We  have 
called  on  gentlemen  to  reconcile  these  views ;  much 
was  expected  from  their  talents,  but  to  perform  im- 
possibilities is  beyond  their  reach. 

The  obligation  imposed  upon  this  Government 
by  the  treaty  of  cession  has  been  much  relied  upon. 
It  is  said  we  are  all  bound  to  admit  Missouri,  and 
that  upon  her  own  terms ;  that,  in  her  case,  we 
have  no  discretion.  Mr.  President,  it  is  a  suffi- 
cient answer  to  say,  that  the  treaty-making  power 
cannot  control  the  genius  of  the  Constitution.  New 
States  may  be  admitted,  are  the  words  of  this  in- 
stmment.  Sir,  it  never  was  in  the  contemplation 
of  the  people,  when  they  passed  upon  this  provision, 
to  suppose  that  the  President  and  two-thirds  of  the 
Senate  could  change  its  import.  If  gentlemen  will 
still  contend  that  the  treaty  differs  from  the  Con- 
stitution, they  must  be  told  that,  as  far  as  that  is 
the  case,  the  treaty  itself  is  a  nullity. 

It  is  further  said,  that  the  treaty  guaranties  their 
property  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  Mis.soari,  and  that 
this  property  embraces  slaves.  At  the  date  of  this 
treaty  of  cession  almost  the  whole  of  this  territory 
was  a  wilderness,  and  a  large  portion  of  it  is  still 


the  word  property,  in  this  treaty,  means  slaves. 
Here  I  ask  no  mie  of  construction  that  is  foreign 
to  the  subject.  Apply  to  the  writers  on  the  law  of 
nations ;  let  them  pass  upon  these  words ;  try  them 
by  the  principles  of  the  Constitution ;  submit  them 
to  the  test  of  reason  ;  there  all  speak  the  same  lan- 
guagfe ;  they  tell  you  that  slaves  and  property  are 
not  convertible  terms.  In  the  hbtory  of  our  Gov- 
ernment we  have  a  case  fully  in  point :  When  Vir- 
ginia ceded  the  Northwestern  territory  to  Congress, 
it  was  on  condition  that  it  should  become  members 
of  the  Federal  Union,  and  have  the  same  rights, 
sovereignty,  freedom,  and  independence,  as  the 
other  States.  This  language  is  as  strong  as  that 
of  the  treaty  with  France ;  neither  can  it  be  de- 
nied that,  at  the  time  Virginia  made  this  cession, 
there  were  in  this  territory  a  number  of  inhabit- 
ants professing  to  be  her  citizens,  and  owning 
slaves. 

Congress,  with  the  knowledge  of  these  facts,  and 
the  deed  of  cession  before  them,  passed  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787,  by  which  slavery  was  banished 
from  this  fair  portion  of  our  territory.  This  ordi- 
nance was  sanctioned  by  the  First  Congress ;  it  has 
been  interwoven  in  the  constitution  of  many  of 
the  States ;  even  at  the  present  session,  in  the  ad- 
mission of  the  State  of  Alabama  into  the  Union,  it 
is  distinctly  recognised.  Thus,  in  a  case  perfectly 
analogous,  we  have  a  legislative  sanction,  descend- 
ing from  the  First  Congress,  through  many  of  the 
intermediate  ones,  down  to  the  present,  which  com- 
pletely covers  the  ground  I  have  taken.  With  this 
example  before  us,  I  hazard  nothing  in  asserting 
that,  if  Congress  had  extended  the  ordinance  of 
1787  to  the  territory  of  Louisiana,  excepting  from 
its  provisions  the  slaves  then  there,  this  obligation 
of  the  treaty  would  have  been  fulfilled  in  good 
faith. 

I  will  now,  Mt.  President,  said  Mr.  L.,  say  a  few 
words  on  the  policy  of  adopting  the  proposed  r< 
striction.  We  were  told  the  other 4*y  by  a  "^ 
orable  member  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Macon,) 
that  we  knew  nothing  about  this  question,  how- 
ever much  we  might  be  disposed  to  philosophise 
on  the  subject.  Sir,  the  experience  and  integrity 
of  that  gentleman  have  gained  him  my  entire  con- 
fidence. Although  this  assertion  was  Bot  accom- 
panied by  any  facts  or  rea-xjning,  it  led  me  to 
examine  anew  every  principle  relating  to  the  pol- 
icy of  this  measure.  I  have  also  attended  to  all 
that  has  been  said  against  the  policy  of  adopting 
this  restriction,  but  I  have  yet  found  nothing  to 
shake  my  first  convictions  on  the  subject. 

It  has  not  been  pretended — it  cannot  be  pre- 
tended— that  the  toleration  of  slavery  is  necessary 
for  the  self-preservation  of  the  people  of  Missouri. 
This  being  the  case,  the  first  principles  I  have  al- 
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ready  broaght  into  view  bear  with  their  undivided 
weiffht  upon  the  question.  The  gentlemen  tell 
us  that  slavery  is  an  evil — on  this  floor  they  have 
lamented  its  existence ;  and  yet,  strange  as  it  may 
seem,  they,  almost  in  the  same  breath,  contend  for 
the  expediency  of  extending  this  evil  to  the  peace- 
ful region  west  of  the  Mississippi ! 

Humanity  to  the  slaves  themselves,  it  is  said,  re- 
quires the  rejection  of  this  amendment.  Sir,  how 
is  the  matter  of  fact  on  this  point?  Let  us  sup- 
pose that  one  hundred  families,  with  each  ten 
slaves,  are  about  to  emigrate  to  Missouri.  Every 
gentleman  here  knows  the  situation  of  this  class 
of  our  population — the  husband  is  in  one  family, 
the  wife  m  another,  the  children  in  another.  In 
removing,  no  respect  to  these  relations  can  b«  paid 
— all  must  be  disregarded ;  the  husband  and  the 
wife  must  part,  to  meet  no  more ;  the  father  is 
dragged  away,  and  the  mother  and  the  children 
left,  or  they  are  taken,  and  he  by  force  is  compelled 
to  stay  behind ;  or,  if  he  escape  after  them,  he  is 
pursued,  bound,  and  brought  back.  This,  sir,  is 
not  fancy ;  these  scenes,  but  a  few  months  ago,  I 
witnessed  in  person,  amongst  emigrants  going  to 
this  said  Missouri.  Our  humanity  may  be  o^led 
sickly,  but  it  gives  no  sanction  to  scenes  like  these. 

The  gentleman  from  Illinois,  (Mr.  EdWards,) 
with  great  apparent  force  of  reasoning,  has  en- 
deavored to  prove  that,  by  opening  the  extensive 
regions  of  the  West  to  the  introduction  of  slaves, 
nothing  is  thereby  done  to  spread  slavery ;  that, 
whether  they  are  admitted  west  of  the  Mississippi 
or  not,  the  number  remains  the  same.  I  presume, 
sir,  that  every  gentleman  here  has  paid  some  atten- 
tion to  the  principle  which  governs  the  population 
of  the  human  race.  It  is  capable  of  demonstra- 
tion, that  the  population  increases  faster  than  the 
means  of  subsistence ;  the  one  increases  in  a  geo- 
metrical, the  other  in  an  arithmetical  progression. 
The  spring  which  causes  one  thousand  to  double 
their  number  in  a  given  time,  will  cause  a  thou- 
saiMl  millions  to  double  in  the  same  time ;  in  other 
words,  the  capability  of  increase  is  not  affected  by 
the  size  of  the  number.  Take,  for  example,  an  isl- 
and containing  ten  thousand  farms,  of  one  hundred 
acres  each ;  let  it  be  supposed  that  there  is  an  in- 
habitant for  each  farm,  and  that  they  double  their 
number  every  twenty-five  years.  In  one  hundred 
and  forty  years  there  would  be  more  inhabitants 
thaa  acres,  and  at  the  end  of  the  third  century 
there  would  be  above  three  hundred  inhabitants 
for  every  acre.  But  the  impossibility  of  support- 
ing that  number  on  the  given  territory  would  Keep 
the  inhabitants  down  to  the  level  of  the  food.  The 
principles  which  govern,  in  the  supposed  case  of 
Uus  island,  will  govern  in  the  case  oi  a  nation  or 
of  the  world.  In  every  naLon  the  population 
presses  more  or  less  against  the  means  of  subsist- 
ence, and,  from  its  very  nature,  must  continue  to 
do  so,  until  the  end  of  tune. 

Apply  these  principles  to  the  case  before  us,  and 
what  becomes  of  the  gentleman's  argument  ?  Sev- 
enty years  ago  the  penetrating  mind  of  Dr.  Frank- 
lin discovered  this  principle.  Go,  says  he,  to  Af- 
rica, and  see  if  you  can  discover  the  gap  from 
whencethe  negroes  have  come,  that  have  llackoied 


half  America,  the  West  ladies,  and  many  other 
places !  Such  will  be  the  case  at  no  distant  day, 
if  the  pojicy  advocated  by  gentlemen  is  now  to 
prevail.  A  single  century  will  not  have  elapsed, 
until  the  question  may  be  asked  :  Where  is  the 

Ep  in  any  of  the  slaveholding  States  from  whence 
ve  come  the  slaves,  that,  from  the  banks  of  the 
Mississippi  to  the  Rocky  mountains,  have  blackened 
the  whole  region  of  the  West  i  Su",  that  opening 
never  will  be  found,  becatise  it  never  will  exist. 
The  sprinff  of  population  will  always  keep  the 
number  fidl.  A  market  extended  as  tne  forests  of 
your  Western  regions,  is  thus  opened  for  the  sale 
of  human  flesh.  Every  inducement  which  ava- 
rice or  the  insatiable  love  of  gain  could  desire,  is 
held  out  to  the  slaveholder  to  increase  the  number 
of  his  slaves.  Under  such  inducements  this  class 
of  population  will  increase  with  a  rapidity  hereto- 
fore imknown.  Even  at  the  rate  of  increase  from 
1800  to  1810,  in  a  single  century  therewill  be  up- 
wards of  twenty-seven  nuUions  of  slaves  in  the 
United  States.  This  single  fact,  founded  as  it  is 
on  arithmetical  certainty,  is  sufficiently  alarming ; 
but,  sir,  it  points  you  to  a  very  different  policy  than 
the  one  contended  for  by  the  honorable  members 
on  the  other  side. 

Mr.  President,  the  whole  force  of  the  observa- 
tions of  gentlemen  s^eems  to  turn  on  the  necessity 
of  an  outlet.  In  other  words,  give  them  a  market 
for  this  species  of  property.  It  will  hardly  be  con- 
tended that  this  necessity  is  greater  now  than  it 
was  in  1787.  There  is  yet  much  room  in  Ala- 
banui,  Mississippi,  and  Louisiana,  large  portions  of 
these  States  being  yet  a  wilderne^ ;  not  to  speak 
of  Georgia,  the  Carolinas,  and  Tennessee.  If  I 
am  asked  what  is  to  be  done  when  these  are  full, 
let  me  answer  by  asking  what  is  to  be  done  when 
the  whole  Western  country  is  full?  Sir,  the 
mighty  spring  of  population,  under  the  advan- 
tages I  have  already  noticed,  will  soon  people  the 
whole  of  the  West  with  a  colored  population. 

The  question  then  presents  itself,  which  policy, 
in  a  national  point  of  view,  is  the  best,  that  which 
holds  out  every  possible  inducement  for  the  propa- 
gation of  slaves,  or  that  which  leaves  them  a«  they 
now  are  ?  That  policy  which  calls  to  its  aid  the 
worst  passions  of  the  human  mind,  avarice  and 
the  insatiable  love  of  gain,  arising  from  the  traffic 
in  the  bodies  and  in  the  souls  of  men,  or  that  which 
will  require,  if  thev  are  removed  at  all,  that  their 
fetters  first  be  broxen  asunder  ?  Actuated  by  the 
principles  we  now  contend  for,  the  statesmen  of 
1787  passed  the  ordinance  of  that  year,  by  which 
the  IS orth western  Territory  was  rescued  from  this 
evil.  Had  other  counsels  then  prevailed,  had  thus 
district  been  opened  for  the  introduction  of  slaves, 
and  a  market  existed  there,  it  requires  little  reflec- 
tion and  let>s  reasoning  to  show  that  this  class  of 
our  population  would  by  this  lime  have  been  much 
increased  beyond  their  present  number. 

I  will  not,  sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  pursue  the  argument 
on  this  subject  any  farther ;  but,  before  1  sit  down, 
permit  me  to  advert  to  some  expressions  which 
nave  fallen  from  gentlemen  m  this  debate.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Barbour,)  the 
other  day  told  us  that  this  subject  will  be  an  ig- 
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nited  spajrk,  whieh,  communicated  to  an  iimnense 
mass  of  combustion,  will  produce  an  explosion 
that  will  shake  this  Union  to  its  centre.  Tne  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  (Mr.  Walker)  tells  us,  that 
he  thinks  he  hears  the  thunders  roll,  he  sees  the 
father  arrayed  against  the  son,  and  the  brother 
drawing  the  bloody  sword  from  the  bosom  of  the 
brother !  Mr.  President,  I  will  not  now  detain  the 
Senate,  by  inquiring  in  which  of  the  States  these 
combustible  materials  are,  or  by  pointing  out  the 
field  on  which  the  battle  will  be  fought.  Before 
that  bill  leaves  your  table,  if  no  other  gentleman 
takes  up  this  part  of  the  jiubject,  1  may  perhaps 
take  the  liberty  of  looking  at  it  a  Uttle  more  in  de- 
tail ;  not,  sir,  as  a  member  from  Pennsylvania,  but 
as  one  of  the  Representatives  of  the  whole  of  the 
United  States.  At  present,  however,  1  will  only 
observe,  that  I  also  believe  with  those  gentlemen, 
that  we  are  drawing  towards  a  very  serious  crisis ; 
to  save  us  from  which,  all  the  wisdom  of  the  pres- 
ent Congress,  as  well  as  the  blessing  of  the  Al- 
mighty, will  be  necessary.  But,  sir,  if  the  alter- 
native be,  as  gentlemen  thus  broadly  intimate,  a 
dissolution  of  this  Union,  or  the  extension  of 
slavery  over  this  whole  Western  country,  I,  for 
one,  will  choose  the  former.  I  do  not  say  this 
lightly ;  I  am  aware  that  the  idea  is  a  dreadful 
one.  The  choice  is  a  dreadful  one.  Either  side 
of  the  alternative  fills  my  mind  with  horror.  I 
have  not,  however,  yet  despaired  of  the  Republic. 
And  unless  the  melancholy  result  convinces  me  to 
the  contrary.  I  roust  still  believe  that  we  are  able 
to  dispose  of^  this  distracting  question  so  as  to  sat- 
isfy tne  reasonable  expectations  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL,  of  Rhode  Island,  said,  it  might  prob- 
ably be  thought,  that  the  very  full  discussion  which 
this  question  had  received,  rendered  it  quite  unne- 
cessary to  add  any  thing  to  the  elaborate  arguments 
of  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him : 
I  even  think  so  myself, said  he;  but, having  at  the 
last  session  taken  some  share  in  the  debate  upon  a 
similar  motion,  it  would  be  expected  of  me  that 
the  same  sense  of  duty  which  then  prompted  me. 
to  address,  you,  would  still  continue  its  eflect,  unless 
further  reflection  or  the  arguments  of  honorable 
gentlemen  had  produced  a  change  of  opinion.  No 
change  of  that  kind  has  been  wrought,  and  longer 
and  more  careful  consideration  has  produced  a 
deeper  conviction,  not  only  of  the  constitutionality, 
but  of  the  necessity  of  the  proposed  restriction.  I 
shall  aim,  however,  to  avoid,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
repetition  of  former  arguments,  for  I  feel  too  much 
impressed  with  the  very  kind  and  encouraging  at- 
tentioa  which  my  humble  attempts  on  t^  floor 
have  always  received  from  the  Senate,  to  tax  their 
friendly  patience  for  any  very  great  length  of  time. 
The  objection  principally  relied  upon  by  those 
who  have  opposed  this  restriction,  is,  that  the  Con- 
stitution gives  us  no  power  to  impose  it,  and  they 
call  upon  us,  in  a  manner  which  implies  that  they 
feel  themselves  strong  on  this  point,  to  produce  the 
clause  or  article  in  which  the  power  is  granted. 
Objections  of  a  Constitutional  kind,  opposed  to  a 
measure  of  legislation,  are  entitled  to  respect,  and 
must   be  answered;  but  they  have  so  frequently 


been  urged,  in  Congress  and  in  the  Slates,  against 
almost  every  measure  proposed  or  adopted,  that 
they  have  lost  the  importance  arising  out  of  their 
name  and  source,  and  must  stand  upon  their  own 
merits,  or,  which  is  sometimes  unfortunately  the 
case,  will  stand  upon  the  eloquence  and  ability  of 
those  who  urge  them.  In  the  threshold,  I  might 
ask  honorable  gentlemen  whether  the  burden  of 
this  argument  is  not  thrown  upon  their  shoulders 
rather  than  ours.  We  propose  to  subject  Missouri 
to  no  other  restrictions  than,  in  1787,  was  imposed 
by  the  "  immortal''  ordinance,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  has,  with  great  force  and  pro- 
priety, called  it,  upon  the  whole  Northwestern  ter- 
ritory, a  restriction  which  was  readily  and  freely 
assented  to,  under  an  act  of  Congress,  by  the  States 
of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  and  to  which  the 
unparalleled  growth  and  happy  condition  of  the 
first  of  those  fertile  and  extensive  Sta^  is,  in  a 
great  degree,  to  be  ascribed.  A  restriction,  then, 
the  propriety  of  which  is  strengthened  by  a  refer- 
ence to  the  conduct  of  the  old  Congress  and  of  the 
new^  of  the  States  and  of  the  Union,  ought  not 
hastdy  to  be  condemned  as  unconstitutional.  It 
has  otteu  been  repeated  within  doors  and  without, 
that  our  free  and  happy  Constitution,  in  which  so 
many  apparent  contradictions  and  jarring  interests 
are  reconciled  into  a  strong  and  harmonious  Fed- 
eral Government,  was,  in  great  part,  the  fruit  of 
compromise.  We  have  often  been  reminded,  and 
I  shall  not  soon  forget  it,  that  the  small  States  are 
indebted  to  this  principle  of  conciliation  and  com- 
promise, for  their  equal  sufiirage  in  this  branch  of 
the  National  Legislature.  On  such  occasions,  4t 
is  but  fair  and  equal  to  remind  other  gentlemen^ 
that  the  same  friendly  and  patriotic  principle  has ' 
given  to  the  slaveholding  States  a  representation 
upon  property  in  the  other  House,  and  that  the 
compensation  intended  to  have  been  made  by  the 
apportionment  of  direct  taxes,  according  to  the 
same  ratio,  has.  owing  to  the  ability  or  disposition 
to  dispense  wito  such  taxes,  except  in  a  very  few 
instances,  never  been  received. 

But,  Mr.  President,  this  principle  of  compromise 
went  much  farther.  Almost  all  the  States,  and 
nearly  every  individual  in  the  Convention  consid- 
ered slavery  as  an  evil,  and  an  evil,  as  one  of  the 
gentlemen  from  Georgia  has  observed,  in  the  course 
of  this  debate,  to  be  tolerated,  because  it  could  not 
be  remedied.  They  also  agreed,  that  the  traffic  in 
slaves  on  the  African  coast  was  inhuman  as  well 
as  impolitic,  and  ought,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  be 
suppressed.  There  was  still,  however,  an  unwil- 
lingness in  some  gentlemen,  that  Congress  should 
have  the  immediate  power  to  interdict  this  trade. 
The  Convention,  therefore,  in  the  spirit  of  compro- 
mise, agreed  to  a  limitation  on  that  general  power 
which  Congress  would,  by  the  Constimtion,  hare 
possessed  over  the  migration  and  importation  of 
slaves,  and  they  inserted  in  tiie  9th  section,  1st  ar- 
ticle, that  "  the  migration  or  importation  of  snob 
'  persons  as  any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall 
'  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibit^  by 
'  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1808,  but  a  tax  or  doty 
'  maybe  imposed  on  such  importation, not  exceed- 
'  ing  ten  dollars  for  each  person."    It  is  very  ob- 
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servable  that  the  Convention  have,  throughout  the 
Ck)nstiCution,  sedulously  avoided  tne  words  slaves 
and  slavery.  One  of  tne  most  distinguished  menv- 
bers  of  that  body  proposed  the  substitution  of  other 
words,  and  said  he  hoped  that  the  time  might  ar- 
rive, during  the  existence  of  this  Constitution, 
when  slavery  would  no  longer  exist,  and  he  wished 
there  might  be  no  memorial  in  the  Constitution 
itself,  that  it  ever  had  existed.  We  have  the  evi- 
dence of  the  venerable  Mr.  Jay,  as  to  the  intention 
of  the  Convention.  There  was,  in  fact,  this  com- 
promise :  Congress  shall  have  the  power  of  pre- 
venting the  migration  and  importation  of  slaves : 
but  as  to  the  States  then  existmg,  they  shall  not 
exercise  it  till  1808.  As  to  new  States,  their  power 
was  not  even  temporarily  restrained.  In  truth, 
there  was  then,  as  unfortunately  there  is  not  now, 
a  universal  disposition  to  restrain  and  limit  the 
extension  of  slavery.  In  the  same  spirit  was  con- 
ceived and  enacted  the  ordinance  of  1787,  passed 
unanimously,  assented  to  by  all  the  States  con- 
cerned, and  ratified  by  the  first  Congress  under  the 
new  Constitution.  An  ordinance,  too,  enacted 
during  the  session  of  the  Convention,  by  persons 
some  of  whom  were  members  of  both  bodies,  and 
having  an  efi'ect  not  upon  the  spirit  merely,  but 
upon  the  frame  and  phraseology  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. In  short,  those  great  men  considered  that 
henceforth  we  had  adopted,  as  a  basis,  a  funda- 
mental principle  of  our  polity,  that  domestic  slavery 
was  not  to  be  further  extended,    i^  -  •  . 

On  these  grounds,  the  limitation  on  the  other- 
wise unlimited  power  of  Congress  over  this  sub- 
ject was  confined  to  the  States  then  existing.  It 
was  already  prohibited  in  the  Territories  by  the 
ordinance,  and  Congress  were  not  to  be  restrained 
or  limited  in  this  regard  by  the  temporary  limita- 
tion as  to  the  then  existing  Stales.  The  then  ex- 
isting States  were  to  do  as  they  thought  fit  till 
1808 ;  and  in  fact — and  to  their  honor  he  it  said — 
the  greater  number  prohibited  immediately,  and 
had  already  prohibited  both  migration  and  import- 
ation :  but  as  to  the  Territories  ;  as  to  new  States  ; 
as  to  States  not  then  existing ;  the  power  of  Con- 
gress was  unfettered — was  supreme.  It  has  not 
been  sufficiently  considered,  that  the  clause  under 
consideration  is  not  a  grant  of  power,  but  a  limit- 
ation of  a  power  which  existed  m  Congress  by  the 
force  of  the  express  words  of  the  Constitution,  or 
by  a  necessary  implication.  And  this  limitation 
too  we  must  bear  in  mind  was  temporary,  and  to 
expire  in  the  short  period  of  twenty  years.  But 
it  is  urged  by  honorable  gentlemen,  tnat,  though 
Congress  might  prohibit  importation  after  1808, 
they  could  not  prohibit  the  carrying  of  slaves  from 
one  State  to  another,  and  consequently  not  into 
new  States.  Gentlemen  who  deny  the  ordinance 
of  1787,  and  resist  the  force  of  the  argument  de- 
rived from  the  various  legislative  expositions  of 
Congress,  ought  at  least  to  agree  among  themselves 
as  to  the  meaning  of  the  word  miffraiioH.  An  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  (Jeorgia  says  that  mu^ration 
means  the  coming  from  a  foreign  country  by 
^  land,  and  that  the  meaning  is  that  Congress  might 
prevent  the  migration  of  slaves  from  foreign  coun- 
tries ot  colonies  by  land,  and  the  unportation  from 


abroad  by  sea.  Other  gentlemen  say  that  the  word 
ihigration  has  no  reference  at  all  to  slaves,  but  re- 
lates to  white  foreigners  emigrating  from  Europe. 

In  regard  to  the  first  construction,  1  may  ask,  if 
migration  relates  to  slaves  coming  by  land,  why 
has  not  Congress  the  power  given  it  of  imposing 
the  duty  of  ten  dollars,  in  the  same  way  as  if  they 
were  brought  by  water  ?  In  fact  it  is  in  both  cases 
an  importation,  and  the  Convention  were  in  this 
case  guilty  of  the  sin  of  tautology  if  this  construc- 
tion is  correct.  In  the  acts  against  the  slave  trade, 
importation  by  land  or  water  is  prohibited. 

The  second  construction,  which  refers  this  word 
to  the  emigration  of  white  free  men,  is  equally 
inadmissible.  What  State  ever  imagined  that  Con- 
fess would  prevent  the  emigration  from  Europe 
into  this  country  of  white  freemen  ?  And,  if  any 
jealousy  on  this  head  existed,  why  was  the  control 
over  Congress  to  cea.se  in  1808  7  Were  they  at 
liberty  to  do  so  strange  a  thing  hi  1808,  why  were 
they  forbidden  to  do  so  previous  to  that  epoch  ? 
There  never  was.  there  never  could  have  been, 
any  fear  on  this  head ;  nor  was  there  any  inten- 
tion to  limit  the  general  superintending  power  of 
Congress  in  relation  to  the  intercourse  with  for- 
eign nations,  <jr  the  naturalization  of  aliens;  or,  if 
there  was  such  a  fear,  or  such  an  intention,  the 
ground  of  the  one  and  the  reason  of  the  other 
would  extend  far  beyond  the  year  1808.  Applying 
these  terms  as  they  were  intended  to  lie  applied — 
that  is,  to  slaves — and  we  have  a  key  to  the  con- 
struction, an  explanation  of  the  reason  of  this  lim- 
itation of  the  power  of  Congress,  consistent  with 
what  I  have  stated  to  have  been  the  general  intent 
of  the  Convention,  which  was  to  restrain  and  cir- 
cumscribe slavery.  Two  of  the  Southern  States 
would  not  agree  to  the  immediate  prohibition 
either  of  importation  or  migration,  and  the  clause 
therefore  was  the  fruit  of  a  compromise.  A  power 
which  two  States  were  apprehensive  might  be 
exercised  to  their  injury  was  to  bo  suspended  until 
1808.  In  addition  to  the  fair  imfiort  of  the  Con- 
stitution itself,  and  to  the  evidence  derived  from 
the  ordinanceof  1787,  and  the  history  of  the  times, 
we  have  a  decided  legislative  exfiosition  of  the 
meaning  of  the  new  word  migration,  and  the  con- 
finement of  the  restriction  to  the  powers  of  Con- 
f  ess  within  the  old  States,  in  the  conduct  of  the 
xecutive  and  Legislature  after  the  acquisition  of 
Louisiana,  in  1803. 

Under  the  administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  when 
Mr.  Madison,  a  member  of  the  Convention,  was 
Secretary  of  State,  Congress  pa.ssed  an  act,  March 
26,  1804,  (voL  3,  p.  603,)  for  erecting  Louisiana 
into  two  Territories,  one  of  which  was  called  Or- 
leans ;  and  in  n'gard  to  Orleans  there  were  enacted, 
and  without  (so  far  as  we  know)  any  opposition, 
important  restrictions  upon  the  introduction  oi 
slaves.  Congress  not  only  interdicted  the  intro- 
duction of  slaves  from  abroad,  but  they  expressly 
forbad  the  introduction  of  any  slaves  from  the  old 
States,  which  had  been  imported  after  May,  1798 ; 
and  also  the  introduction  of  slaves,  directly  or 
indirectly,  except  by  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
removing  into  the  Territory  for  actual  settlement, 
and  being  at  the  time  of  such  removal  bona  fide 
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owner  of  such  slave  or  slaves ;  otherwise,  the  slave 
to  be  restored  to  his  freedom.  The  residue  of  the 
old  province  of  Louisiana  was  placed  under  the 
juriwliction  of  the  Gjj»vemor  and  other  authorities 
of  Indiana,  where,  by  the  ordinance  of  1787, 
slavery  was  already  prohibited.  Here  then  we 
have,  upon  a  most  important  occasion,  a  legisla- 
tive construction  of  the  Constitution  on  the  sub- 
ject of  migration,  and  also  on  the  power  of  Con- 
gress over  Territories,  so  far  forth  as  relates  to 
slavery  ;  and  it  is  also,  as  I  shall  have  occasion  to 
show,  a  commentary  upon  the  treaty  of  cession  of 
the  province  of  Louisiana. 

(ndeed,  Mr.  President  if  we  look  through  all  the 
acts.of  cession  and  acts  for  admitting  new  States — 
from  the  admission  of  Kentucky,  F»?oruary  4, 1791, 
to  the  admission  of  Alabama  at  this  session — we 
shall  find  a  continual  reference  to  and  acknowl- 
edgment of  the  ordinance  of  1787,  and  a  recogni- 
tion of  the  power  in  Congress,  and  a  constant 
exerci.se  of  it  too,  of  imposing  such  restrictions  on 
the  new  States,  not  inconsistent  with  their  perfect 
equality  in  federal  rights,  as  were  necessary  for 
the  security  of  the  rights  and  property  and  suprem- 
acy of  the  Federal  Government ;  and  of  those  I 
principles  (among  which  was  the  prevention  of  the  i 
further  spread  of  slavery)  which  were  and  are  and 
always  must  be  the  vital  and  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  the  Federal  Union.  Thus,  in  the  acts  for 
admission  of  Tennessee,  April  2,  1790,  and  May 
26,  1797,  though  a  part  of  an  old  State,  there  Is 
no  other  reserve  on  the  part  of  North  Carolina,  as 
to  the  ordinance  ^f  1787,  than  this:  ''That  no 
regulation,  to  be  made  by  Congress,  should  tend 
to  emancipate  slaves."     At  that  time,  there  was  a 

f general  consent  and  understanding  that  this  pesti- 
ence  of  slavery  was  not  to  be  further  diffused. 
But  the  times  are  changed,  and  we  are  changed 
with  them. 

I  was  prepared,  Mr.  President,  to  have  gone 
through  the  several  acts  for  the  admission  of  new 
Stales,  and  to  have  shown  what  a  variety  of  re- 
strictions and  conditions  it  has  been  found  neces- 
sary, for  the  security  of  the  property  and  rights  of 
the  Union,  to  impose  upon  these  admissions ;  but 
the  very  detailed  statements  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Roberts,)  and  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hamphire,  (Mr.  Morril,)  render  it 
unnecessary.  Tnese  restrictions  and  conditions 
do  n6t  dert^ate  from  the  perfect  federal  equality 
of  those  States,  and  derive  their  binding  force  not 
only  from  the  acts  of  Congress,  but  from  the  ex- 
press consent  of  the  good  people  of  those  States, 
given  by  their  conventions. 

Mr.  President,  gentlemen  attempt  to  alarm  our 
fears  by  calling  this  motion  an  infriiigement  of  the 
independence  and  sovereignty  of  the  individual 
States.  I  know  very  well  the  magical  force  of 
certain  words,  and  that,  though  they  may  not  be 
potent  to  call  up  spirits  from  the  vasty  deep,  they 
are  sufficiently  so  to  ^larm  prejudice  and  excite 
our  jealousy.  But  after  all,  sir,  in  what  does  the 
sovereignly  of  the  States  consist  ?  They  surely 
cannot  make  war,  or  peace,  or  alliances,  or  raise 
armies,  or  build  navies,  or  make  any  thing  but 
gold  and  silver  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts,  or 


impair  the  obligation  of  contracts,  or  regulate 
trade ;  in  short,  they  can  hardly  do  any  one  of 
those  things  which  sovereign  princes,  or  empe- 
rors, or  republics  may  do,  and  which  Congress 
may  do.  It  is  clear,  then,  notwithstanding  the 
majesty  of  these  words,  that  the  States  are  limited 
sovereignties,  and  that  the  supremacy  is  vested  by 
the  people  of  these  United  States  in  the  Federal 
Grovemment. 

So  far  as  the  people  and  the  States  have  dde- 
gated  their  powers  to  the  Federal  Grovemment, 
Uie  several  States  are  restrained  and  limited,  and 
must  act  in  subordination  to  the  general  will,  that 
is  to  say,  the  federal  will.  This  general  or  federal 
will,  or  power,  is  to  be  exercised  under,  and  is  cir- 
cumscribed by,  the  federal  Constitution.  It  is  no 
argument  then  to  say,  that  the  power  to  admit 
domestic  slavery  in  a  new  State  is  a  power  neces- 
sarily belonging  to  an  independent  sovereigaty, 
and  therefore  essential  to  a  State.  We  are  still 
brought  back  to  the  first  question — Has  not  Con- 
gress power,  by  the  Constitution,  to  prohibit  the 
migration  and  importation  of  slaves  into  a  State 
not  existing  at  the  formation  of  the  Constitution  ; 
and  had  they  not  power  to  do  this  even  before 
1803  ?  If  these  questions  are  answered  in  the 
affirmative,  and  if  migration  and  importation  in- 
clude all  the  modes  in  which  slaves  could  be 
brought  into  a  territory  or  new  State,  then  have 
we  a  right  to  hold  out  to  Missouri  this  restriction, 
as  contemplated  in  the  amendment,  and  which 
affects  no  vested  right  whatever,  as  a  condition  on 
which  they  may  be  admitted  into  the  Union.  If 
they  reject  the  terms  they  remain  a  territory. 

Congress  may  admit  new  States,  but  are  not 
obliged  to  admit  them.  If  Missouri  accepts  these 
terms,  for  there  are  various  terms  and  conditions 
in  the  bill  reported,  besides  the  one  proposed  in 
this  amendment,  she  is  bound  by  the  compact,  by 
the  Constitution,  in  the  same  manner  as  Ohio  is 
bound,  and  can  no  more  complain  of  injustice  or 
oppression  than  Ohio  can.  I  might  enlarge,  sir, 
upon  this  idea,  but  as  my  honorable  friend  irom 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Mellen)  has  so  aWy  and 
clearly  vindicated  and  supported  this  proposition, 
I  shall  not  detain  you  by  a  further  illustration 
of  it. 

In  opposition  to  the  amendment  now  under  con- 
sideration, it  has  been  urged  that  the  adoption  of 
it  would  place  the  States  upon  a  footing  of  ine- 
quality, and  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Greor- 
gia  (Mr.  Elliot)  has  said,  with  grea<  force  and 
elegance,  and  has  supported  the  proposition  by  a 
reference  to  the  history  of  various  confederacies, 
ancient  and  modem,  that  inequality  among  the 
members  of  a  Confederacy,  has  always  proved  a 
source  of  jealousy  and  dissension,  and,  m  many 
cases,  of  «fissolution  and  ruin.  But,  sir,  the  ine- 
qualities to  which  he  alluded  were  inequalities  in 
federal  rights.  In  regard  to  such  rights,  can  it  be 
pretended  that  Missouri  will  be  on  a  footing  of 
inferiority  after  her  admission  ?  Will  she  not 
have  her  Senators,  her  Representative,  her  Elec- 
tors, by  the  same  rules  as  other  States?  Must  not 
all  the  regulations  of  her  commerce,  all  her  rela- 
tions to  the  Union,  and  to  other  States,  be  the 


216 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


216 


Sbnate. 


AdmUsfiM  of  Maime  eutd  MiitemtL 


Jamoamt,  1880. 


i. 


217 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2ia 


same  as  those  of  Ohio  or  Vermont  ?  Will  she  not, 
according  to  her  population,  have  the  same  power 
and  weight  aa  other  States  ?  It  were  to  be  wished 
that  a  greater  absolute  equality  exbted  among  the 
States  as  to  extent,  wealth,  and  population ;  but 
these  mequalities  are  not  of  the  sort  which  have 
endangered  or  destroyed  other  federal  leagues.  In 
regard  to  the  navigation  of  rivers  and  other  sub- 
jects, there  is  already  an  inequality,  and,  from  the 
nature  of  things,  must  be,  among  tne  States.  Lou- 
isiana has,  by  compact,  renounced  any  right  to 
impose  tolls  upon  the  passage  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  other  navigable  rivers.  Pennsylvania  and 
New  Jersey  have  renounced  none  ot  their  rights 
over  the  river  Delaware,  nor  has  New  York  re- 
nounced hers  over  the  Hudson.  Louisiana,  more- 
over, has  agreed  to  establish  the  right  of  habeas 
corjws,  of  trial  by  jury  in  criminal  cases,  and  to 
keep  her  records  in  the  English  language.  In  fact 
she  has  agreed  to  exchange,  to  a  c»tain  extent, 
the  principles  of  the  civil  or  Roman  law  for  those 
of  the  common  law.  In  some  of  the  States  the 
trial  by  jury  does  not  exist  in  all  cruninal  cases, 
specially  in  minor  offences ;  and,  in  one  State, 
the  right  to  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  stands  not 
upon  a  written  Constitution,  but  upon  a  legisla- 
tive act.  No  one  will,  on  these  accounts,  pretend 
that  there  is  any  inferiority  in  the  federal  rights  of 
Louisiana  to  the  rights  of  any  other  State. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  consider  the  arguments 
against  the  amendment,  derived  from  the  treaty  of 
cession  of  Louisiana.     The  treaty  provides,  "  that 
'  the  inhabitants  of  the  territory  shall  be  incorpo- 
'  rated  in  the  Union  of  the  United  States,  and  ad- 
'  mitted  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  prin- 
'  ciples  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enioy- 
'  ment  of  all  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities 
'  of  citizens  of  the  United    States ;   and    in    the 
*  meantime  they  shall  be  maintained  and  protected 
'  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  property, 
<  and  the   religion  which  they  profess.'"     If  this 
treaty  takes  away  the  power  to  prohibit  the  further 
introduction  of  slavery,  from  the  governing  au- 
thority of  this  country,  whatever  that  authority 
may  be,   Congress  cannot  prohibit  it  while  the 
country  is  in  a  twritorial  condition,  nor  can  the 
State  Itself,  when  formed,  prohibit  it.     The  true 
meaning  of  the  clause  must  be,  that  the  inhabitants 
shall  be  put  on  the  same  footing  as  other  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  as  to  their  political  rights, 
and  to  the  same  extent  as  if  native-born,  and  the 
provision  extends  only  to  those  who  were  inhabit- 
ants, and  is  the  common  provision  when  territory 
is  ceded  either  after  a  conquest,  or  otherwise  ;  and 
cannot   refer   to   persons  already  citizens  of  the 
United  States  who  buy  land  and  remove  thither ; 
such  require  no  aid  from  the  treaty.     Neither  can 
It  extend  to  foreigners  removing  into  the  territory, 
aft«  the  cession  ;  they  must  be  governed,  and  their 
rights  determined,  not  by  the  treaty,  but   by  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States.    The 
words,  "  m  the  meantime,"  signify  from  the  date 
of  the  treaty,  to  the  period  when  the  laws  of  the 
United   Sutes  could   not   be  extended  over  the 
country,  and  indeed  at  all  times  they  were  to  be 
protected,  as  they  have  been,  and  will  be,  m  their  | 


liberty,  property,  and  religion.  If  the  word  prop- 
erty does,  by  the  force  of  the  terms,  include  slaves, 
(though  for  the  greater  caution  we  have,  in  our 
treaties  with  England,  usually  preferred  the  phrase, 
slaves  and  other  property,)  the  proposed  amend- 
ment affects  not  that  property.  It  sim|>ly  inhibits 
the  further  introducUon  of  slavery.  While  the 
territory  is  under  the  government  of  Congress,  as 
well  as  after  it  shall  become  a  State,  this  prop- 
erty, like  all  other,  must  be  regulated  by  the  laws 
of  the  land.  Congress  can  control  and  regulate 
thedescentof  estates, abolish  the  right  of  primogeni- 
ture, prohibit  entails,  and  exercise  such  other  power 
over  these  subjects,  as  the  State  can  exercise  wh«n 
established. 

The  whole  of  this  objection,  however,  assumes 
the  question  in  dispute.     They  are  to  be  admit- 
ted according  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution ;  and  we  are  thus  again  brought  back  to 
the  first  question,  whether  Congress  can  impose 
this  condition  on  the  admission  of  a  State.     I^by 
the  Constitution,  "Congress  have  power  to  dis- 
'  pose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regula- 
'  tions  respecting,  the  territory  and  other  property 
'  belonging  to  the  United  States,"  and  might,  as 
has  been  I    think  established,  prevent  migration 
and  importation  into  the  territories  and  new  States 
even  before  1808,  and  if  the  treaty  diminishes  this 
power,  then  the  treaty  ix  contrary  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  in  that  article  void.     Congress  itself  can- 
not, and  surely  the  President  and  Senate  cannot, 
make  a  treaty  for  acquiring  a  foreign  territory  upon 
terms  which  the  Constitution  does  not  authorize. 
It  is  more  than  doubtful  whether  it  was  ctnnpetent 
to  acquire  upon  any  terms  a  country  not  within 
the  limits  of  the  United  States,  unless  by  the  con- 
sent of  all  the  States,  or  by  an  amendment  of  the 
Constitution.   I  have  no  disposition,  sir,  to  distorb 
what  is  settled,  and  will  admit  that  a  foreign  ter- 
ritory might  be  conquered  or  purchased,  but  when 
it  has  become  ours  by  conquest  or  purchase  it  must 
be  governed  under  the  Constitution.     If  we  have 
stipulated  to  do  for  these  inhabitants  more  than 
the  Constitution   authorized    the   President  and 
Senate  to  stipulate  for,  we  must  make  reparation 
if  we  violate  the  contract  to  the  other  party,  now 
a  private  man,  no  longer  a  sovereign   but  a  pris- 
oner.   But  if  we  are  to  make  reparation  to  Spain, 
who,  and  not  the  French  Emperor,  was  the  real 
owner  of  the  country,  or  to  the  inhabitants,  still 
they  ought  to  show  some  injury  or  loss ;  and  what 
pretence  can  be  set  up  for  either  injury  or  loas, 
when   we  are   ready  to  admit  them    on  similar 
terms  with  those  oa  which  those  great  and  fertile 
States  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  were  admitted  ? 
Congress,  ther.,  after  having  acquired  the  province, 
either   by  conquest  or   purchase,   are   to   govern 
it  under  the  Constitution  and  the  laws,  as  they 
govern  other  territories  ;  they  seem  indeed  to  have 
a  more  complete  sovereignty  over  this  than  over 
a  territory  ceded  by  the  old  States,  for  this  was 
acqmred  not  by  cession  of  an  old  State,  in  which 
case  It  might  stand  in  the  relation  of  an  oW  Sute, 
but  was  acquired  by  cession  from  a  stranger ;  it, 
therefore,  belongs  to  the  United  States  in  th«ir 
federal  and  sovereign  character,  and  was  not  in 
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the  contemplatitm  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  when  the  Constitution  was  formed.  It 
would  follow,  then,  that  though  they  are  to  be 
admitted  into  the  Union  upon  an  equality  as  to 
federal  rights,  yet  that  Congress  have  a  right  to 
impose  conditions  upon  their  admission,  not  in- 
consistent with  that  federal  equality.  We  may 
add  to  this,  that  the  United  States  are  the  owners 
of  all  the  ungranted  lands,  and,  as  lords  of  the 
soil,  have  a  right  to  secure  their  property  and  i^e- 
vent  the  depreciation  of  its  value. 

With  a  few  remarks  upon  the  very  difficult  and 
dangerous  subject  of  expediency,  1  shall  be  satis- 
fied to  leave  the  question  to  the  discussion  of  the 
able  gentlemen  who  follow  me.  This  field  is 
alnaost  boundless.  Which  ever  way  we  turn  our 
eyes,  we  are  struck  with  new  evidences  of  its  ex- 
tent and  importance.  The  question  is  no  les.<:  than 
this:  whethieglthe  unexplored  and  almost  inter- 
minahle  Region  beyond  the  Mississippi  are  here- 
after to  be  filled  with  a  race  of  free  white  men,  or 
whether  they  are  to  be  cultivated  by  slaves,  and 
blackened  with  their  continually  increasing  pro- 
geny 1  I  am  not  only  averse  to  a  slave  popula- 
tion, but  also  to  any  population  composed  of^blacks, 
and  of  the  infinite  and  motley  eoniusion  of  colors 
between  the  black  and  the  white.  And  yet  to  such 
a  population  do  we  inevitably  doom  this  territory, 
if  this  restriction  is  to  be  reject^. 

We  also,  Mr.  President,  violate  the  true  spirit 
and  intention  of  that  compromise  in  the  Constitu- 
tion by  which  three-fifths  of  the  slaves  are  to  be 
included  in  the  apportionment  of  Representatives. 
This  was  agreed  to,  to  satisfy  the  then  existing 
slaveholding  States ;  but  it  could  not  have  been 
in  the  contemplation  of  any  man,  at  that  time,  that 
the  number  of^such  States  was  ever  to  be  increased 
by  the  acquisition  of  territory.  The  new  States 
which  the  Constitution  had  in  prospect  were  such 
as  might  be  made  out  of  old  States,  and  such  as 
had  been  agreed  to  be  formed  in  the  country  north- 
west of  the  Ohio ;  and,  in  these  latter,  slavery  was 
already  prohibited,  by  the  celebrated  ordinance  of 
1787.  If  we  now  introduce  new  slaveholding 
States,  we  increase  the  slave  representation  far  be- 
yond the  number  originally  contemplated  as  pos- 
sible ;  and,  in  fact,  this  increa.se  operates  to  the  in- 
jury of  all  the  old  States,  whether  slaveholding  or 
non-slaveholding.  The  equivalent  for  this  princi- 
ple, supposed  to  exist  in  the  principle  of  direct  tax- 
ation, is  already  nearly  nominal,  since  no  direct 
taxes  are  imposed  ;  and  if  We  proceed  far,  as  we 
are  going  on,  in  a  short  period  the  slave  represen- 
tation mus^  have  a  very  controlling  influence  in 
our  Grovernment.  It  is  surely  an  original  radical 
principle  of  this  Union,  that  the  majority  of  free 
citizens,  or  their  representatives,  are  to  rule  the 
country. 

Mr.  President,  one  of  the  most  prevailing  motives 
by  which  I  have  been  actuated  to  a  steady  perse- 
verance in  the  endeavor  to  interdict  the  further  in- 
troduction of  slavery  into  Missouri,  is  a  deliberate 
conviction  that  unless  this  endeavor  succeeds,  we 
can  never  put  a  stop  to  the  slave  trade.  The  in- 
ternal slave  trade  for  the  supply  of  the  new  State, 
from  the  superabundance  of^the  old,  will  certainly 


acquire  new  activity ;  but  not  only  will  that  trade, 
one  of  the  most  odious  of  all  the  odious  species  of 
that  execrable  trafl^c,  be  exU>nded,  we  shall  find 
that  the  foreign  trade  will  also  be  enlarged.  The 
cupidity  and  avarice  of  mankind  will  find  out  chan> 
nels  through  which  the  miserable  Africans  can  be 
smuggled  into  tlie  country.  It  had  been  remarked, 
that,  of  all  luggage,  man  is  the  most  difficult  and 
expensive  to  transport;  but  this,  though  true  of 
civilized  free  men,  with  their  property  and  com- 
forts, their  wives  and  families,  is  not  true  of  young 
robust  slaves,  who  march  on  foot,  and  are  their 
own,  or  rather  their  masters'  pack-horses.  These 
unfortunate  bipeds  will  be  brought  through  the 

Provinces  of  Santa  Fe  or  New  Mexico ;  they  will 
e  dispersed  through  the  frontiers,  where  there  arc 
few  officers,  and  where  the  vigilance  of  the  few 
will  be  lulled  to  sleep  by  the  iinerests  and  prejudi- 
ces of  their  neighbors.  All  our  efforts,  all  the  ef- 
forts of  the  philanthropists  of  Europe,  will  be  daily 
counteracted  by  the  effect  of  our  own  institutions 
and  laws.  We  have  been  told  that  this  restriction 
will  ''  pen  up"  slavery  in  the  old  States,  and  that, 
if  we  believe  slavery  to  be  so  great  an  evil,  we 
ought  to  consent  to  mitigate  it  by  diffusion.  Mr. 
President,  the  evil  may  thus  be  extended,  but  it  can- 
not thus  be  cured.  The  time  must  one  day  arrive 
when,  however  extensive  are  the  slave  countries, 
they  will  all  be  too  full.  We  may  avert  the  most 
fatal  calamities  by  limiting  slavery  within  its  pre- 
sent bounds,  but,  if  extended  much  beyond  them, 
the  consequences  may  defy  all  human  power. 

It  is  urged,  also,  that,  by  this  restriction,  the 
Southern  planter  cannot  migrate  to  the  Missouri, 
because  he  cannot  carry  with  him  his  slaves,  a 
part  of  his  family.     Sir,  if  there  were  no  other 
evils  to  be  apprehended   than  such  as  might  arise 
from  these  migrations,  I  should  feel  but  little  anxi- 
ety on  this  subject.     I  know  well  the  difference  be- 
tween that  master  whose  slaves  are  a  part  of  hit* 
patrimony,  who  inherits  them  with  Ivs  paternal 
acres,  who  has  shared  with  them  his  boyish  sports, 
and  who  considers  them,  not  as  the  tools  and  in- 
struments of  hard  labor,  but  as  humble  dependants 
and  friends,  and  that  hard  task-master  wno  works 
these  wretched  beings  to  the  extent  of  their  strei^th, 
and  calculates  the  per  centage  on  their  cost.     The 
government  of  these  hereditary  masters  is  mild, 
and.  in  its  character,  patriarchal.     Of  such,  (and 
we  nave  evidence  of  it  in  this  honorable  Hooae,) 
consists  the  body  of  landholders  in  the  long-settled 
States.     But,  sir,  we  are  to  expect,  in  new  coun- 
tries, no  very  large  proportion  of  such  citizens. 
Some  such  vvill,  no  doubt,  migrate  with  their  fam- 
ilies ;  but  the  greater  number  of  slaves,  in  new 
countries,  will  Be  connected  with  their  master  by 
no  other  tie  than  that  heartless  one  of  bargain  and 
sale.     We  ought  not,  then,  to  imagine  the  same 
scenes  in  newly  cleared  plantations,  where  all  are 
strangers,  as  we  may  imagine,  and  know,  in  the 
old  plantations  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  of 
which  the  greater  part  of  the  laborers  are  natives. 
Sir,  I  should  contradict  my  own  experience,  in 
this  House,  and  in  private  life,  were  1  to  affix  to 
those  who  bold  slaves  the  general  charge  of  cru- 
elty, or,  even,  indi£lerence  to  the  rights  of  men.    I 


219 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


220 


Sbnats. 


m 


Admiuion  of  Maine  and  Mi$$omri. 


Jahoamy,  182a 


have  oflcn  been  engaged  in  the  discussion,  in  the 
Senate,  of  the  best  means  of  preventing  the  Afri- 
can slave  trade,  and  have  always  found  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  South  and  West  ready,  zealous,  and 
cordial  m  their  co-operation.  Most  of  these  gen- 
tlemen consider  slavery,  as  it  now  exists  in  our 
country,  as  an  evU,  and  so  considering  it,  1  would 
appeal  to  their  good  sense,  and  to  their  good  feel- 
ings, whether  thev  ought  not  to  unite  zealously  in 
every  measure  which  is  calculated  to  prevent  its 
extension.  Diffusing  it  over  Missouri  will  not  les- 
sen rt  in  their  States ;  the  evil,  as  all  our  statistical 
tables  abundantly  prove,  will  increase,  and  may, 
at  last,  swell  to  a  size  and  a  strength  which  will 
despise  and  deride  all  attempts  at  control  or  reeu- 
lation.  * 

Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  agreed 
in  opinion  with  the  gentlemen  who  had  declared 
this  to  be  the  greatest  question  ever  debated  in  the 
Senate,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  discussed  in  the 
most  calm  and  cool  manner ;  without  attempting 
to  excite  passion  or  prejudice.  It  was,  however, 
to  De  regretted,  that,  while  some  of  those  who  sup- 
ported the  motion  were  quite  calm  and  eool,  they 
used  a  good  many  hard  words,  which  had  no  ten- 
dency to  continue  the  good  humor  which  they  r^ 
commended.  He  would  endeavor  to  follow  their 
advice,  but  must  be  pardoned  for  not  following 
their  examole,  in  the  use  of  hard  words.  If,  how- 
ever, one  should  escape  him,  it  would  be  contrary 
to  bis  intention,  and  an  act  of  indiscretion,  not  of 
design  or  premeditation.  He  hoped  to  examine 
the  subject  with  great  meekness  and  humility. 

The  debate  had  brought  forcibly  to  his  recollec- 
tion the  anxiety  of  the  best  patriots  of  the  nation, 
when  the  present  Constitution  was  examined  by 
the  State  conventions  which  adopted  it.    The  pub- 
lic mind  was  then  greatly  excited,  and  men  in 
whom  the  people  properly  placed  the  utmost  con- 1 
fidence  were  divided.     There  was  then  no  whisper 
about  disunion,  for  every  one  considered  the  Union 
as  absolutely  necessary  for  the  good  of  all.     But, 
to  day,  we  have  been  told,  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Lowhie,)  that'he 
would  prefer  disunion,  rather  than  slaves  should  be 
carried  west  of  the  Mississippi.     Age,  Mr.  M.  said, 
may  have  rendered  him  timid,  or  education  may 
have  prevailed  on  him  to  attach  greater  blessings 
to  the  Union  and  the  Constitution  than  they  de- 
serve.    If  this  be  the  case,  and  it  be  an  error,  it 
was  one  he  had  no  desire  to  be  free  from,  even 
after  what  he  heard  in  this  debate.     Get  clear  of 
this  Union  and  this  Constitution,  and  it  will  be 
found  vastly  more  difficult  to  unite  again  and  form 
another,  than  it  was  to  form  this.     There  were  no 
parlies  m  the  country  at  the  time  it  was  formed  ; 
not  even  upon  this  question.     The  men  who  ear- 
ned the  nation  through  the  Revolution  were  alive, 
and  members  of  the  Convention.     Washington 
was  at  their  head.    Have  we  a  Washington  now  ? 
jjo.     Is  there  one  in  the  nation  to  fill  his  place? 
No.    His  like,  if  ever,  has  been  rarely  seen ;  ijor 
can  we,  rationally,  expect  another  in  our  day.     Let 
^  l^^fP^'^  °^  disunion  as  an  easy  thing.     If  ever 
It  shall   unfortunately,  come,  it  wiU  bring  evils 
enough  for  the  best  men  to  encounter  j  and  all  good 


:  men,  m  every  nation,  lovers  of  freedom,  will  la- 
ment it.     This  Constitution  is  now  ait  much  an 
;  experiment  as  it  was  in  the  year  1789.     It  went 
I  into  operation  about  the  time  the  French  revolu- 
•  tion  commenced.     The  wars  which  grew  out  of 
that,  and  the  difficulties  and  perplexities  which  we 
I  had  to  encounter,  in  consequence  of  the  improper 
I  acts  of  belligerents,  kept  the  people  constantly  at- 
I  tached  to  the  Government.     It  has  stood  well  the 
[  trial  of  trouble  and  of  war,  and  answered,  in  thoM 
times,  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  formed  and 
adopted  ;  but  now  is  to  be  tried,  in  time  of  uni- 
versal peace,  whether  a  government  within  a  gov- 
ernment, can  sustain  itself  and  preserve  the  lib- 
erty of  the  citizen.     When  we  are  told,  disunion, 
rather  than  slaves  be  carried  over  the  Mississippi ! 
it  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  that  the  union  of  the 
people  and  the  Confederation  carried  us  through 
the  Revolutionary  war — a  war  of  which  no  man 
can  wish  to  see  the  like  again  in  this  country — but, 
as  soon  as  peace  came,  it  was  found  to  be  entu^y 
unfit  for  it ;  so  unfit,  that  it  was  given  up  for  the 

E resent  Constitution.  Destroy  it,  and  wnat  may 
e  the  condition  of  the  country,  no  man,  not  the 
most  sagacious,  can  even  imagine.  It  will  surely 
be  much  worse  than  it  was  before  it  was  adopted, 
and  that  must  be  well  remembered. 

The  amendment  is.  calculated  to  produce  geo- 
granhiral  partie.s ;  or  why  admonish  us  to  discuss  it 
with  moderation  and  good  temper  ?   No-man  who 
has  witnessed  the  effect  of  parties  nearly  geogra- 
phical, can  wish  to  see  them  revived.     Their  acts 
formeirly  produced  uneasiness,  to  say  the  least  of 
them,  to  good  men  of  every  party.   General  Wash- 
ington has  warned  us  against  them  ;  but  he  is  now 
dead,  and  his  advice  may  soon  be  forgotten  ;  form 
geographical  parties,  and  it  will  be  neglected.    In- 
stead of  forming  sectional  parties,  it  would  be  more 
patriotic  to  do  them  awTiy.     But  Mrty  and  patri- 
otism are  not  always  the  same.     Town  meetings 
and  riisolutions  to  inflame  one  part  of  the  nation 
apinstanothercan  never  benefit  the  people,  though 
they  may  gratify  an  individual.     A  majority  of 
them  want  thmgs  right.    Leave  them  to  form  their 
own  opinions,  without  the  aid  of  inflammatory 
speeches  at  town  meetings,  and  they  will  always 
form  them  correctly.    What  interest  or  motive  can 
the  good  people  of  one  part  of  the  country  have 
for  meeting  and  endeavoring  to  imitate  those  of 
another  ?    No  town  meeting  was  necessary  to  in- 
form or  inflame  the  public  mmd  against  the  law 
giving  members  of  Congress  a  salary  instead  of  a 
daily  allowance.     The  people  formed  their  own 
opinions,  disapproved  it,  and  it  was  repealed.     So 
they  will  always  act,  if  left  to  themselves.     Let 
not  parties,  formed  at  home  for  Stale  purposes,  be 
brought  into  Congress,  to  disturb  and  distract  the. 
Union.     The  General  Government   hitherto  haT? 
been  productive  enough  of  them,  to  satisfy  those 
who  most  delight  in  them,  that  they  are  not  likely 
to  be  long  wanted  in  it.     Enough,  and  more  than 
enough,  has  been  produced,  by  the  difficulty  of  de- 
ciding what  IS  and  what  is  not  within  the  limits 
of  the  Constitution.   And,  at  this  moment,  we  have 
difficulties  enough  to  scuflSe  with,  without  adding 
the  present  question.  The  dispute  between  the  Bank 
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of  the  United  States  and  those  of  the  Stales ;  the 
want  of  money  by  the  Government,  the  people  not 
in  a  condition  to  increase  the  taxes,  because  more 
indebted  at  home  than  they  ever  were;  and  the 
dispute  with  Spain,  might  serve  for  this  session. 
But  the  beginners  of  these  town  meetings  may  be 
like  the  beginners  of  the  addresses  of  old — want 
office.  If  this  should  be  the  case,  the  Government 
is  too  poor  to  gratify  them.  It  is  more  easy  to  in- 
fluence the  public  mind,  than  to  quiet  it  when  in- 
flamed. A  child  may  set  the  woods  on  fire,  but  it 
requires  great  exertions  to  extinguish  it.  This 
now  very  great  question  was  but  a  spark  at  the 
last  session. 

All  the  States  now  have  equal  rights  and  all 
are  content.  Deprive  one  of  the  least  rignt  which 
it  now  enjoys  in  common  with  the  others,  and  it 
will  no  longer  be  content.  So,  if  Government  had 
an  unlimited  power  to  put  whatever  conditions  it 
pleased  on  the  admission  of  a  new  State  into  the 
Union,  a  State  admitted  with  a  condition  unknown 
to  the  others  would  not  be  content,  no  matter  what 
might  be  the  character  of  the  condition,  even  though 
it  was,  not  to  steal  or  commit  murder.  The  dif- 
ference in  the  terms  of  admission  would  not  be 
acceptable.  All  the  new  States  have  the  same 
rights  that  the  old  have ;  and  why  make  Missouri 
an  exception  ?  She  has  not  done  a  single  act  to 
deserve  it ;  and  why  depart,  in  her  case,  from  the 
great  American  principle,  that  the  people  can  gov- 
ern themselves?  No  reason  has  been  assigned  for 
the  attempt  at  the  departure,  nor  can  one  be  as- 
si^ed  which  would  not  apply  as  strong  to  Lou- 
isiana. In  every  free  country  that  ever  existed, 
the  first  violations  of  the  principles  of  the  Govern- 
ment were  indirect,^and  not  well  understood,  or 
supported  with  great  zeal,  by  a  part  of  the  people. 

AH  the  country  wei>t  of  the  Mississippi  was  ac- 
quired by  (he  same  treaty,  and  on  the  same  terms, 
and  the  people  in  every  part  have  the  same  rights ; 
but,  if  the  amendment  oe  adopted,  Missouri  will 
nol  have-  the  same  rights  which  Louisiana  now  en- 
joys. She  has  been  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a 
full  .sister,  but  her  twin  sister  Missouri,  under  the 
proposed  amendment,  is  to  be  admitted  as  a  sister 
of  a  half-blood,  or  rather  as  a  step-daugher,  under 
an  un  iust  step-mother  :  for  what  ?  Because  she, 
as  well  as  Louisiana,  performed  well  her  part 
during  the  late  war ;  and  because  she  has  never 
given  the  General  Government  any  trouble.  The 
operation  of  the  amendment  is  unjust  as  it  relates 
to  the  people  who  have  moved  there  from  the  other 
States.  They  carried  with  them  the  property 
which  was  common  in  the  States  they  lei't,  secured 
to  them  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  well  as  by  ihe  treaty.  There  they 
purchased  public  lands  and  settled  with  their  slaves, 
without  a  single  objection  to  their  owning  and 
carrying  them  ;  but  now,  unfortunately  for  them, 
it  is  discovered  that  they  ought  not  to  have  been 
permitted  to  have  carried  a  single  one.  What  a 
pity  it  is  the  discovery  bad  nol  been  made  before 
they  sold  their  land  in  the  old  States  and  moved. 
They  must  now  sell  their  land  and  move  again, 
or  sell  their  slaves  which  they  have  raised,  or  nave 
them  taken  from  them,  and  this  after  they  have 


heen  at  the  trouble  and  expense  (A  building  houses 
and  clearing  plantatioiu  in  the  new  country ;  not* 
it  seems,  for  themselves  and  children,  but  for  those 
who  are  considered  a  better  people.  The  country 
was  bought  with  the  money  of  all,  slaveholders  as 
well  as  those  who  are  not  so  ;  and  every  one  knew, 
when  he  bought  land  and  moved  with  his  proper- 
ty, he  had  a  perfect  right  to  do  so.  And  no  one. 
till  last  session,  ever  said  to  the  contrary,  at  moved 
the  restriction  about  slaves.  The  object,  now 
avowed,  b  to  pen  up  the  slaves  and  their  owners, 
and  not  permit  them  to  cross  the  Mississippi,  to 
better  their  condition,  where  there  is  room  enough 
for  all,  and  good  range  for  man  and  beast.  And 
man  is  as  much  improved  by  moving  and  range, 
as  the  beast  of  the  field.  But,  what  is  still  more 
imaccountable,  a  part  of  the  land  granted  to  the 
soldiers  for  their  services  in  the  late  war,  was  laid 
off  in  Missouri  expressly  for  the  soldiers  who  had 
enlisted  in  the  Southern  Stales,  and  would  prefer 
living  where  they  might  have  slaves.  These,  loo, 
are  now  to  leave  the  country  of  their  choice,  and 
the  land  obtained  by  fighting  the  battles  of  the 
nation.  Is  this  just,  in  a  Government  of  law, 
supported  only  by  opinion — for  it  is  not  pretended 
that  it  is  a  Government  of  force  ?  In  the  most 
alarming  state  of  our  afljeiirs  at  home — and  some 
of  them  nave  an  ugly  appearance — public  opinion 
alone  has  corrected  and  changed  that  which  seem- 
ed to  threaten  disorder  and  ilTwill,  into  order  and 
good  will,  except  once,  when  the  military  was 
called  out,  in  179L  Let  this  be  compared  to  the 
case  of  individuals,  and  it  will  not  be  found  to  be 
more  favorable  to  the  amendment  than  the  real 
case  just  stated.  A.  and  B.  buy  a  tract  of  land 
large  enough  for  both,  and  for  their  children,  and 
settle  it,  bu3d  houses,  and  open  plantations.  When 
they  hav«|ffEt  in  a  good  way  to  live  comfortably, 
after  ten  or  fifteen  years,  A.  thinks  there  is  not  too 
much  for  him  and  nis  children,  and  that  they  can, 
a  long  time  hence,  settle  and  cultivate  the  whole 
land.  He  then,  the  first  time^  tells  B.  that  he  h^s 
some  property  he  does  not  like,  and  that  he  must 
gel  clear  of  it,  or  move.  B.  stales  the  bargain.  A. 
answers,  it  is  true,  that  he  understood  it  so  till  of 
late ;  but,  that  move  he  must,  or  get  clear  of  the 
property :  for  that  properly  should  not  be  in  his 
way.  The  kind  or  quality  of  property  cannot  af- 
fect the  tiuestion.  Nay,  if  it  was  only  a  difference 
in  the  color  of  their  cattle— one  preferring  red,  the 
other  pied.  Would  this  be  just?  The  answer 
must  settle  the  question  with  all  men  who  are  free 
from  prejudice. 

A  wise  Legislature  will  always  consider  the 
character,  condition,  and  feeling,  of  those  to  be 
legislated  fcr.  In  a  government  and  people  like 
ours,  this  is  indispensable.  The  question  now 
under  debate  demands  this  consideration.  To  a 
part  of  the  United  States,  and  that  {»rt  which 
supports  the  amendment,  it  cannot  be  important, 
except  as  it  is  made  so  by  the  circjuustances  of  the 
times.  In  all  questions  like  the  present  in  the 
United  States,  the  strong  may  yield  without  dis- 
grace even  in  their  own  opinion ;  the  weak,  can- 
not; hence,  the  propriety  of  not  attempting  to  im- 
pose this  new  condition  on  the  people  of  Missouri. 
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Their  DHmbcn  are  few,  compared  to  those  of  the 
wtole   United    States.     Let   the   United   States, 
then,  abandon  this  new  scheme;  let  their  magna- 
nimity, and  not  their  power,  be  felt  by  the  peoplo 
of  Misaouri.     The  attempt  to  govern  too  much  has 
produced  every  civil  war  that  ever  has  been,  and 
will,  probably,  every  one  that  ever  may  bfe     All 
goveroments,  no  matter  what  their  form,  want 
more  power  and  more  authority,  and  all  the  gov- 
erned want  less  government.     Great  Britain  lost 
the  United  States  by  attempting  to  govern  too 
moch,  and  to  introduce  new  principles  of  govern- 
ing.    The  United  States  would  not  sobmit  to  the 
attempt,   and   earnestly   endeavored   to  persuade 
Great  Britain  to  abandon  it,  but  in  vain.     The 
United  States  would  not  yield ;  and  the  result  is 
known  to  the  worii     The  battle  is  not  to  the 
strong,  nor  the  race  to  the  swift.     What  reason 
have  we  to  expect  that  we  can  persuade  Missouri 
to  yield  to  our  opinion,  that  did   not  apply  as 
strongly  to  Great  Britain  ?    They  are  as  near  akin 
to  us  as  we  were  to  Great  Britain.     They  are 
flesh  of  our  flesh,  and  bone  of  our  bone."     But 
as  to  kin,  when  they  fall  out,  they  do  not  make  up 
sooner  than  other  people.     Great  Britain  attempted 
to  govern  us  on  a  new  principle   and  we  attempt 
to  estaUish  a  new  principle  for  the  people  of  Mis- 
soori.  on  becoming  a  State.     Great  Britain  at- 


the  war  of  the  Revolution,  proves,  in 


K 


tempted  to  lay  a  three-penny  tax  on  the  tea  con- 
sumed m  the  then  colonies  which  were  not  repre- 
sented IB  Parliament;  and  we  to  regulate  what 
shall  be  property,  when  Missouri  becomes  a  State, 
when  she  has  no  vote  in  Congress.     The  great 
Knglish  prmciple,  of  no  tax  without  representa- 
Uon,  was  violated   in  one  case,   and   the  great 
American  principle,  that  the  people  are  able  to 
govern  themselves,  will  be,  if  the  amendment  be 
adopted.     Every  free  nation  has  had  some  princi- 
ple m  their  government  to  which  more  importance 
was  attached  than  to  any  other.     The  English 
was  not  to  be  taxed  without  their  consent  given  in 
P*rhament;  the  American  is  to  form  their  own 
State  government,  so  that  it  be  not  inconsistent 
with  that  of  the  United  States.     If  the  power  in 
Congress  to  pass  the  restriction  was  expressly  dele- 
gated, and  so  clear  that  no  one  could  doubt  it,  in 
the  oresent  circumstances  of  the  country,  it  would 
not  be  wise  or  prudent  to  do  so;  especially  against 
^  consent  of  those  who  live  in  the  territory. 
Their  consent  would  be  more  important  to  the 
nation  than  a  restriction  which  would  not  make 
one  slave  less,  unless  they  might  be  starved  in  the 
old  States. 

Let  me  not  be  understood  as  wishing  i.  r  intend- 
ing to  create  any  alarm  as  to  the  intentions  of  the 
p«>ple  of  Missouri.  I  know  nothing  of  them. 
Bat  in  examining  the  question,  we  ought  not  to 
lorget  our  own  history,  nor  the  character  of  those 
who  settle  on  our  frontiers.  Your  easy,  chimney- 
corner  people,  the  timid  and  fearful,  never  move 
to  them.  They  stay  where  there  is  no  danger 
Irom  an  Indian,  or  any  wild  beast.  They  have 
no  desire  to  engage  the  panther  or  the  bear.     It  is 

kl.t.1      !^^  °^  ^^^  ^"''^^  ^n^l  ^^^  ^'dest  of  the 

Dold  who  venture  there.     They  go  not  to  return. 

The  settlmg  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  during 


>uiuMuo.  proves,  m    the  most 
satisfactory  manner,  what  they  can  do,  and  will 
undergo,  and  that  they  will  not  return.     The  few 
people   who  first   settled   there,  had    to  contend, 
without  aid  from  the  Sutes,  against  all  the  Indians 
bordering  on  the  United  States,  except  the  Chick- 
asaw and  Choctaw  nations,  and  maintained  their 
stations.     The  Northern   tribes,   unaided    bv-the 
Southern,  attacked  the  United   States,  smce  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  defeated  two  armies 
and   it   required  a  third  to  conquer   them.     The 
frontier  people,  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  as  well 
as  in  the  late,  astonished  everybody  by  their  great 
exploits.     Vermont,  though  claimed   in  the  Rev- 
olutionary  war,   by   New   Hampshire   and  New 
York,  was  not  inferior  to  any  of  the  States  in  her 
exertions  to  support  independence.   The  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  will  pardon  me  for   stating 
that  that  State  had  had  some  experience  of  their 
Government  managing  a  few  people,  who  would 
not  yield  obedience  to  their  authority,  though  set- 
tled within  their  limits.     They  were  obliged  to 
compromise.  I  mean  the  Wyoming  settlers.  Again, 
since  this   Government  was  in  operation,  a  few 
people  settled  on   the   Indian   lands:   they  were 
ordered  to  move  from  them,  but  did  not  obey.  The 
military  were  sent  to  burn  their  cabins.     The  com- 
manding officer  told  them  his  business,  and  very 
hamanely  advised  them  to  move  what  property 
they  had  out  of  them.     This  they  did,  and  their 
cabins  were  burnt.     They  waited  till  the  troops 
marched,  and  very  soon  after  built  new  cabins  on 
the  same  places,  and  to  the  same  backs  where  the 
old  ones  had  been   burnt.     These  facts  are  stated 
to  show  that  a  contest  with  a  people  who  believe 
themselves  right,  and  one  with  a  government,  are 
very  different  things.     It  would  have  been  very 
gratifying  to  me  to  have  been  informed   by  some 
one  of  the  gentlemen  who  support  the  amendment, 
what  IS  intended  to  be  done  if  it  be  adopted,  and 
the  people  of  Missouri  will  not  yield,  but  go  on 
and  form  a  State  government,  (having  the  requisite 
number,  agreeably  to  the  ordinance,)  as  Tennessee 

i)I?ii*°L  ^**^"  *PP'y  ^^^  admission  into  the  Union. 
Will  she  be  admitted,  as  Tennessee  was,  on  an 
equaJ  footing  with  the  original  States,  or  will  the 
application  be  rejected,  as  the  British  Government 
did  the  petitions  of  the  Old  Congress  ?     If  you  do 
not  admit  her,  and  she  will  not  return  to  the  ter- 
ritonal  government,  will  you  declare  the  people 
rebels,  as  Great  Britain  did  us,  and  order  them  to   " 
be  conquered,  for  contending  for  the  same  rights 
that  everv  State  in  the  Union  now  enjoys  ?    Will 
you  for  this  order  the  father  to  march  against  the 
son,  and  brother  against  brother  7    God  forbid  ?  It 
would  be  a  terrible  sight  to  behold  these  near  re- 
lations plunging  the  bayonet  into  each  other,  for 
no  other  reason  than  because  the  people  of  Missouri 
wish  to  be  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  people  of 
Louisiana.    When  territories  they  were  so.    Those 
who  remember  the  Revolution  will  not  desire  to 
see  another  civil  war  in  our  land.     They  know 
too  well  the  wretched  scenes  it  will  produce.     If 
you  should  declare  them  rebels,  and  conquer  them, 
will  that  attach  them  to  the  Union  ?    No  one  can 
expect  this.     Then  do  not  attempt  to  do  that  for 
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them  which  was  never  done  for  others,  and  which 
no  State  would  consent  for  Congress  to  do  fbr  it. 
If  the  United  States  are  to  make  conquests,  do  not 
let  the  first  be  at  home.  Nothing  is  to  be  got  by 
American  conquering  American.  Nor  ought  we 
to  forget  that  we  are  not  legi.slating  for  ourselves, 
and  that  the  American  character  is  not  yielding 
when  rights  are  concerned. 

We  have  been  told,  and  told   again,  that  the 
amendment  will  be  an  advantage  to  the  people  of 
Missouri ;  but  they,  like  others,  are  willing  to  decide 
for  themselves.     We  are  told  that  the  people  in  the 
new  States  over  the  Ohio  river  are  in  favor  of  the 
restriction.     Pass  it,  and  half  the  industry  and  ex- 
ertion which  have  been  used  to  excite  the  present 
feeling  in  the   United  Slates,  might  excite  those 
people  very  differently ;  they  might  be  persuaded 
that  it  was  done  to  prevent  settliBg  the  country 
with  inhabitants  from  the  old  States — to  prevent 
their  being  able  to  elect  the  President  west  of  the 
mountains ;  and  it  is  not  impossible  that  the  pres- 
ent great  excitement  of  public  opinion  may  have 
aomewhat  of  election  in  it.     The  Senate  was  in- 
tended, by  the  long  time  for  which  its  members  are 
elected,  to  check  every  improper  direction  of  the 
public  mind.     It  is  its  duty  to  do  so  ;  and  never 
was  there  a  more  proper  orcasion  than  the  present. 
The  character  of  the  present  excitement  is  such, 
that  no  man  can  foresee  what  consequences  may 
grow  out  of  it. 

But  why  depart  from  the  good  old  way,  which 
has  kept  us  in  quiet,  peace,  and  harmony — every 
one  living  under  his  own  vine  and  fig  tree,  and 
none  to  make  him  afraid  ?     Why  leave  the  road 
of  experience,  which  has  satisfied  all,  and  made  all 
happy,  to  take  this  new  way,  of  which  we  have  no 
experience  ?     The  way  leads  to  universal  emanci- 
pation, of  whiqh  we  have  no  experience.     The 
Eastern  and  Middle  States  furnish  none.      For 
years  before  they  emancipated  they  had  but  few, 
and  of  these  a  part  were  sold  to  the  South,  before 
they  emancipated.     We  have  not  more  experience 
or  book  learning  on  this  subject  than  the  French 
Convention  had  which  turned  the  slaves  of  8l 
Domingo  loose.      Nor  can  we  foresee  the  conse- 
quences which  may  result  from  this  motion,  more 
than  the  convention  did  m  their  decree.     A  clause 
in  the  Declaration  of  Independence  has  been  read, 
declaring  *'  that  all  men  are  created  equal ;"  follow 
that  sentiment,  and  does  it  not  lead  to  universal 
emancipauon  ?     If  it  will  justify  putting  an  end  to 
slavery  in  Missouri,  will  it  not  lustify  it  in  the  old 
States  ?     Suppose  the  plan  followed,  and  all  the 
slaves  turned  loose,  and  the  Union  to  continue,  is 
it  certain  that  the  present  Constitution  would  last 
long?     Because  the  rich  would,  in  such  circum- 
stances, want  titles  and  hereditary  distinctions;  the 
negro  food  and  raiment ;  and  they  would  be  as 
much  or  more  degraded,  than  in  their  present  con- 
dition.    The  rich  might  hire  these  wretched  peo- 
ple, and  with  them  attempt  to  change  the  Govern- 
ment, by  trampling  on  the  rights  of  uiose  who  have 
only  property  enough  to  live  comfortably. 

Opinions  have  greatly  changed  in  some  of  the 
States  in  a  few  years.      The  time  has  been  when  I 
those  now  called  siaveholding  States  were  thought  I 
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to  be  the  firm  and  steadfast  friends  of  the  people  and 
of  liberty.  Then  they  were  opposing  an  Admin- 
istration and  a  majority  in  Congress,  supported  by 
a  sedition  law;  then  there  was  not  a  word  heard 
at  least  from  one  side,  about  those  who  actually 
did  most  towards  changing  the  Administration  and 
the  maiority  in  Congress,  and  they  were  from 
siaveholding  States.  And  now  it  would  be  curious 
to  know  how  many  members  of  Congress  actually 
hold  seats  in  consequence  of  their  exertions  at  the 
time  alluded  to.  Past  services  are  always  forgot- 
ten when  new  principles  are  to  be  introduced. 

It  is  a  fact,  that  the  people  who  move  from  the 
non-slaveholding  to  the  siaveholding  States,  when 
they  become  slaveholders  by  purchase  or  marriage, 
expect  more  labor  from  them  than  those  do  who  are 
brought  up  among  them.     To  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island  (Mr.  Bdrbill)  I  tender  my  hearty 
thanks,  for  his  liberal  and  true  statement  of  ^e 
treatment  of  slaves  in  the  Southern  Sutes.     His 
observations  leave  but  little  fbr  me  to  add,  whieh 
is  this,  that  the  slaves  gained  as  much  by  indepen- 
dence as  the  free.     The  old  ones  are  better  taken 
care  of  than  any  poor  in  the  world,  and  treated 
with  decent  respect  by  all  their  white  acquaintan- 
ces.    I  sincerely  wish  that  he,  and  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Roberts,)   would   go 
home  with  me,  or  some  other  Southern  member, 
and  witness  the  meeting  between  the  slaves  and 
the  owner,  and  see  the  glad  faces  and  the  hearty 
shaking  of  hands.     This  is  well  described  in  Gen- 
eral Moultrie's  History  of  the  Revolutionary  War 
in  South  Carolina  ;  in  which  he  gives  the  account 
of  his  reception  by  his  slaves  the  first  time  he  went 
home  after  he  was  exchanged.    He  was  made 
prisoner  at  the  surrender  of^Charieston.     Could 
Mr.  M.  have  procured  the  book  in  the  city,  he  in- 
tended to  have  read  it,  to  show  the  attachment  of 
the  slave  to  his  owner.   A  fact  shall  be  stated.   An 
excellent  friend  of  mine — he,  too,  like  the  other 
characters  which  have  been  mentioned  in  the  de- 
bate, was  a  Virginian — had  business  in  England, 
which  made  it  necessary  that  he  should  go  to  that 
country  himself,  or  send  a  trusty  agent.    He  could 
not  go  conveniently,  and  sent  one  of  his  slaves, 
who  remained  there  near  a  year.     Upon  his  return 
he  was  asked  by  his  ovmer  how  he  liked  the  coun- 
try, and  if  he  would  hate  liked  to  stay  there?   He 
replied,  that  to  oblige  him  he  would  have  stayed ; 
the  country  was  the  finest  country  he  ever  saw; 
the  land  was  worked  as  nice  as  a  square  in  a  gar- 
den ;  they  had  the  finest  horses,  and  carriages,  and 
houses,  and  every  thing;  but  that  thi;  vhiU  ttrvamU 
abused  his  country.     What  did  they  say  ?     They 
said  we  owed  them  (the  English)  a  heap  of  money, 
and  would  not  pay.      To  which  he  added,  thwr 
chief  food  was  mutton — ^he  saw  very  little  haoon 
there. 

The  owner  can  make  more  free  in  conversation 
with  his  slave,  and  be  more  easy  in  his  company, 
than  the  rich  man,  where  there  is  no  slave,  with 
the  white  hireling  who  drives  his  carriage.  Ha 
has  no  expectation  that  the  slave  will,  for  that  frea 
and  easy  conversation,  expect  to  call  him  fieUorir- 
citizen,  or  act  improperly. 
Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia,  hare 
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been  often  nxentioned  in  the  debate ;  and  it  has 
frequentlv  been  said,  that  the  two  fimt  had  eman- 
cipated tneir  slaves;  from  which  an  inference 
seemed  to  be  drawn  that  the  other  might  have  done 
so :  emancipation,  to  these  gentlemen,  seems  to  be 
quite  an  easy  task.  It  is  so  where  there  are  but 
very  few ;  and  would  be  more  easy  if  the  color  did 
not  every  where  place  the  blacks  in  a  degraded 
state.  Where  they  enjoy  the  most  freedom,  they 
are  there  degraded.  The  respectable  whites  do  not 
permit  them  to  associate  with  them,  or  to  be  of 
their  company  when  they  have  parties.  But  if  it 
be  so  easy  a  task,  how  happens  it  that  Virginia, 
which  before  the  Revolution  endeavored  to  put  an 
end  tp  the  African  slave  trade,  has  not  attempted 
to  emancipate?  It  will  not  be  pretended  that  the 
great  men  of  other  States  were  superior,  or  greater 
lovers  of  liberty,  than  her  Randolph,  the  first  Pre^ 

Edent  of  the  First  Congress,  her  Washington,  her 
[enry,  her  Jefferson,  or  her  Nelson.  Nonet>f  these 
ever  made  the  attempt — and  their  names  ought  to 
convince  every  one  that  it  is  not  an  easy  task  in 
that  State.  And  is  it  not  wonderful,  that,  if  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  gave  authority  to 
emancipate,  that  the  patriots  who  made  it  never 
proposed  any  plan  to  carry  it  into  execution  ?  This 
motion,  whatever  may  be  pretended  by  its  friends, 
must  lead  to  it.  And  is  it  not  equally  wonderful, 
that,  if  the  Constitution  gives  the  authority,  this  is 
the  first  attempt  ever  made,  under  either,  by  the 
Federal  Government,  to  exercise  it?  F'or  if,  un- 
der either,  the  power  is  given,  it  will  apply  as  well 
to  States  as  Territories.  If  either  intended  to  give 
it,  is  it  not  still  more  wonderful  that  it  is  not  given 
in  direct  terms?  The  gentlemen  would  not  then 
be  put  to  the  trouble  of  searching  the  Confedera- 
tion, the  Constitution,  and  the  laws,  for  a  sentence 
or  a  word  to  form  a  few  doubts.  If  the  words  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  be  taken  as  part 
of  the  Constitution,  and  that  they  are  no  part  of  it 
is  as  true  as  that  they  are  no  part  of  any  other  book, 
what  will  be  the  condition  ol  the  Southern  country 
when  this  shall  be  carried  into  execution?  Take 
the  most  favorable  which  can  be  supposed,  that  no 
convulsion  ensue — that  nothing  like  a  massacre  or 
war  of  extermination  takes  place,  as  in  St.  Do- 
mingo: But  that  the  whites  and  blacks  do  not 
marry  and  produce  mulatto  States — will  not  the 
whites  be  compelled  to  move  and  leave  their  land 
and  houses,  and  leave  the  country  to  the  blacks  ? 
And  are  you  willing  to  have  black  members  of 
Congress?  But  if  the  scenes  of  St.  Domingo 
should  be  regcted,  would  not  the  tomahawk  and 
scalping  knife  be  mercy  ? 

But,  before  the  question  be  taken  on  the  motion, 
I  should  be  very  much  obliged  to  any  one  of  the 
gentlemen  from  the  non-slaveholding  States,  who 
would  frankly  state  the  condition  of  the  blacks  in 
the  State  he  represents,  especially  their  condition 
in  the  large  cities;  whether  the  whites  and  the 
blacks  intermarry.  If  they  do,  whether  the  whites 
are  not  degraded  by  it ;  whether  the  blacks  are  in 
the  learned  professions  of  law  and  physic,  and 
whether  they  are  not  degraded.  If  they  be  de- 
graded, where  there  are  so  few,  what  will  be  the 
consequence  when  they  are  equal  in  numbtt,  or 
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nearly  so,  to  the  whites  ?  Every  one  will  decide 
this  for  himself.  It  may  be  stated,  without  fear  of 
contradiction,  that  there  is  no  place  for  the  free 
blacks  in  the  United  States — no  place  where  they 
are  not  degraded.  If  there  was  such  a  place,  the 
society  for  colonizing  them  would  not  have  been 
formed;  their  benevolent  design  never  known. 
A  country  wanting  inhabitants,  and  a  society 
formed  to  colonize  a  part  of  them,  prove  there  is 
no  place  for  them. 

Some  of  the  arguments  used  in  the  present  de- 
bate convey  to  my  mind  the  impression  that  it  was 
thought  the  owning  of  slaves  enervated  and  en- 
feebled the  owners.  Let  the  history  of  the  Revo- 
lution and  of  the  late  war  be  examined,  and  noth- 
ing like  it  will  be  found.  Facts  enough  might  be 
stated  to  prove  it  was  not  so — two  only  will  be 
mentioned :  The  battle  of  King's  Mountain  and 
that  of  New  Orleans.  But  on  this  subject  I  will, 
with  permission  of  the  Senate,  read  a  part  of  the 
speecn  of  that  celebrated  master  of  the  human 
cnaracter,  (Mr.  Burke,^  on  his  motion  for  recon- 
ciliation with  the  colonies,  delivered  in  1775 — his 
language  in  this :  "  Sir,  I  can  perceive  by  their 
'  manner  that  some  gentlemen  object  to  the  lati- 
'  tude  of  this  description,  because  in  the  Southern 
'  colonies  the  Church  of  England  forms  a  large 
'  body  and  has  a  regular  establishment.     It  is  cer- 

*  tainly  true.  There  is  however  a  circumstance 
'  attending  these  colonie>  which,  in  my  opinion, 
'  fully  counterbalances  this  difference,  and  makes 
'  the  spirit  of  liberty  still  more  high  and  haughty 
'  than  in  those  to  the  Northward.  It  is,  that  in 
'  Virginia  and  the  Carolinas  they  have  a  vast 
'  multitude  of  slaves.     Where  this  is  the  ca.se,  in 

*  any  part  of  the  world,  those  who  arc  free  are  by 
'  far  the  most  proud  and  jealous  of  their  freedom." 
To  this  I  will  not  attemnt  to  add  to  add  a  word. 
No  man  can  add  to  Mr.  Burke.  .Mr.  M.  said  he 
intended  to  have  read  the  part  in  which  the  char- 
acter of  New  England  is  given  ;  it  is  i>qually  hon- 
orable and  equally  true;  but  he  was  so  much  ex- 
hausted he  would  omit  it.  The  whole  speech  is 
well  worthy  of  being  read  on  this  occasion. 

Nor  are  the  owners  of  slaves  less  moral  or  less 
n'ligious  than  those  who  hold  none.  This  fact 
might  have  been  ascertained  from  the  preachers  of 
the  Gospel  who  have  travelled  from  the  slave- 
holdins  States  to  the  non-slaveholding  to  preach. 
And   that  they  are  not  less  fit  for  managing  the 

freat  concerns  of  others  may  be  ascertained  by 
nowing  who  presides  over  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  When  it.s  affairs  fell  into  confusion, 
where  did  the  directors  find  a  man  to  preside  over 
it?  This  is  not  mentioned  to  cast  a  shade  on  any 
one  living,  but  to  show  that,  in  private  concerns 
of  the  greatest  importance,  no  regard  has  been 
paid  to  a  man's  being  born  and  brought  up  in  a 
State  holding  slaves — nor  to  convey  any  opinion 
as  to  the  past  transaction.s  of  that  institution. 

Permit  me  now  to  notice  a  few  of  the  observa- 
tions made  in  defence  of  this  motion.     The  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Roberts)  told 
I  us  that  nothing  but  necessity  tolerated  slavery  in 
I  the  United  States.     The  Constitution  tolerates  it ; 
I  and  that  was  not  adopted  from  necessity,  but 
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through  choice.  If  the  necessity  ever  cetses,  who 
is  to  decide  when  1  Congress  did  not  decide  for 
Pennsylvania,  or  any  other  State ;  she  decided  for 
herself.     Let  Missouri  do  the  same. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr. 
Morril)  has  said  that  the  Constitution  was  a 
compromise  as  to  slaves.  This^  no  doubt,  is  true; 
but  not  a  compromise  to  emancipate.  The  States 
that  held  them  could  free  them  as  others  had  done, 
without  asking  or  consulting  the  Convention  or 
Congress.  But  it  was  a  compromise  as  to  repre- 
sentation, and  nothing  else.  He  has  also  said 
slavery  was  a  curse,  and  has  read  a  part  of  Mr. 
Jefferson's  Notes  on  Virginia  to  prove  it.  But 
what  ought  surely  to  be  inferred  from  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son's notes  and  life,  is,  that  he  thinks  slavery  is  a 
curse,  but  thinks  it  a  greater  curse  to  emancipate 
in  his  native  Virginia.  His  democracy,  like  that 
of  his  great  countrymen  who  have  been  before 
mentioned,  appears  to  be  of  the  white  family. 
Both  the  gentlemen  have  stated  that  the  slaves 
are  represented.  Are  not  the  blacks  everywhere 
represented?  Emancipate  them  and  ihey  stay 
where  they  are ;  and  twtvfifths  of  their  number 
will  be  added  to 'the  representation,  though  they 
are  not  permitted  to  enlist  in  our  army. 

The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  (Mr.  Bir- 
hill)  seemed  to  think  the  question  about  slaves 
ought  to  be  touched  very  delicately.  He  did  touch 
it  so.  But  there  is  no  power  in  the  General  Gov- 
ernment to  touch  it  in  any  way.  He  observed 
that  the  people  who  had  moved  to  Missouri  from 
the  old  States  had  no  claim  of  any  kind  under  the 
treaty.  He  will  not,  I  am  sure,  on  reflection,  think 
that  the  people  of  any  acquired  territory  can  have 
more  rights  in  the  territory  than  the  good  people 
of  the  old  States  when  they  move  to  it.  They 
carry  with  them  their  rights,  as  our  fathers  brought 
theirs  from  England  when  they  first  came  to 
America.  \ 

It  has  often  been  suted,  that  the  law  establish- 
ing a  territory  in  Louisiana,  prohibited  the  carry- 
ing of  slaves  there,  unless  the  owner  moved  with 
them.     The  provision  in  the  law  was  made  and 

intended  to  prevent  the  carrying  Africans  there 

one  of  the  States  having  opened  her  ports  for  the 
African  slave  trade  about  the  time.  But,  with  all 
the  sins  of  holding  slaves,  we  have  not  that  of  go- 
ing to  Africa  for  them.  They  have  been  brought 
to  nfhy  the  citizens  of  the  States  which  hold  none. 
The  only  time,  in  Congres.s,  that  I  ever  heard  the 
slave  trade  defended,  was  by  a  member  from  the 
same  Slate  with  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island, 
(Mr.  BuRsMk) 

Why  not  leave  the  people  of  Missouri  exactly 
as  the  other  Territories  have  been  left,  free  to  do 
as  they  pleased  ?  A  majority  of  them  have  moved 
from  tne  States,  and  understand  self-government. 

One  word  on  the  African  slave  trade.  A  bill 
was  reported  in  the  Senate  to  whip  those  who 
might  be  in  any  way  engaged  in  it.  The  whip- 
ping was  struck  out,  (not  by  the  votes  of  those 
who  represented  slave  States,;  because  a  rich  mer- 
chant might  be  convicted,  and  it  woul(l  not  do 
to  whip  a  gentleman. 

If  the  amendment   be  adopted,  Mijsoah  will 


have  fewer  rights  as  a  State,  than  as  ti  Territory. 
This  is  new  in  the  United  Stotes — and  had  not 
the  wise  King  of  Isra«H  said,  there  is  nothing  new 
under  the  sun,  this  would  be  thought  so.  The 
vote  of  the  Senate  last  year  on  this  same  question 
was  sufficient  to  convince  the  people  of  Missouri 
that  the  Senate  then  thought  they  had  the  same 
rights  with  the  other  Territories.  But,  all  this  at- 
tention to  Missouri,  reminds  me  of  people  who, 
when  young,  married  to  please  themselves,  but 
who,  when  old,  were  desirous  to  make  matches 
for  others. 

Tired  as  he  was,  he  would  offer  a  few  observa- 
tioris  on  the  Constitution  and  the  treaty  ;  both  of 
which,  as  well  as  the  laws,  which  surely  cannot 
affect  a  right  secured  by  either  of  the  other,  have 
been  searched  with  uncommon  industry,  and  every 
sentence  or  word  which  could  possibly  be  supposed 
to  have  the  least  bearing  on  the  subject  has  been 
read  and  scanned,  as  if  this  was  a  question  of  syn- 
tax, and  as  if  the  rights  of  people  depended  on  de- 
tached sentences  or  words.     Can  it  be  thought 
that  the  Convention  which  framed  the  Constitution 
would  have  given  the  power  to  enutncipate  in  so 
indirect  a  way  that  it  was  never  discovered  till 
the  last  session,  when  they  were  so  particular  as 
even  to  prohibit  an  interference  with  the  slave 
trade  until  1808?     The  following  words  in  the 
Constitution  are  chiefly  relied  on  for  the  authority : 
"Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and 
'  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting, 
'  the  territory  and  other  property  belonging  to  the 
'  United  States."     The  fair  and  only  meaning  of 
these  words  is,  that  Congress  may  sell  and  manage 
their  own  property,  but  not  the  property  of  the  peo- 
ple.   The  power  over  the  territories  is  very  different 
from  that  over  the  District  of  Columbia,  where 
exclusive  legislation  is  granted.   "  New  States  may 
be  admitted  by  Congress  into  the  Union."    Under 
these  words,  a  power  is  claimed  to  declare  what 
shall  be  property  in  a  new  State.   As  well  might  a 
power  be  claimed  to  fix  the  age  when  people  shall 
marry  in  the  State.     The  ordinance  so  often  re- 
ferred to  declares,  that  the  new  States  shall  be  ad- 
mitted on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States. 
And  so  all  the  new  States  have  been.    It  seems 
to  be  authority  for  every  one  but  Missouri.     The 
words  were  intended  to  take  the  place  of  an  arti- 
cle in  the  Confederation,  which  provided  for  the 
unconditional  admission  of  Canada  into  the  Union. 
They  have  no  application  to  what  was  then  called 
the  Northwestern  Territory,  because  the  States  to 
be  formed  in  that,  were  to  come  into  the  Union 
under   the   ordinance.     What   was   intended    for 
Canada  has  brought  Louisiana  into  the  Union. 
This  clause  has  also  been  relied  on  :  "  That  migra- 
'  tion  or  importation  of  such  persons  a.s  any  of  the 
'  States  now  existing  shall  think  propjer  to  admit, 
'  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior  to 
*  the  year  1808  ;  but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed 
'  on  such  importation,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars 
'  for  each  person."    The  importation  may  be  taxed, 
but  not  the  migration.     If,  as  has  been  supposed, 
both  applied  to  slaves,  why  not  tax  both  ?     Migra- 
tion was  not  intended  for  slaves  brought  into  the 
United  States  by  land.    At  the  time  the  Consti- 
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tutioa  was  formed,  it  is  probable  that  no  attempt 
to  do  this  had  erer  been  made.  The  gentleman 
from  Rhode  Island  (Mr.  Buhbill)  has  said,  un- 
less the  amendment  be  adopted,  that  slaves  will  be 
carried  from  Santa  Fe  to  Missouri.  If  so,  they 
will  be  carried  against  law;  and,  if  the  law  is 
not  obeyed,  they  may  be  carri^  into  Louisiana. 
Importation  means,  property,  migrcJim  does  not. 
He  would  now  turn  to  another  clause,  which 
ought  to  convince  every  one  that  the  Constitution 
intended  that  new  States,  holding  slaves,  might 
be  admitted.  It  is  in  the  following  words  :  "  Rep- 
'  resentatives  and  direct  Uxes  shall  be  apportioned 
'  anaong  the  several  States  which  may  be  included 

*  within  this  Union,  according  to  their  respective 

*  numbers,  which  shall  be  determined  by  adding 

*  to  the  whole  number  of  free  persons,  including 
'  those  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years,  and 
'  excluding  Indians  not  taxed,  three-fifths  of  all 
'  other  persons."  This,  like  the  other  clauses  of 
the  Constitution  which  have  b€«n  noticed,  is  so 
plain  and  clear  that  no  argument  can  render  it  more 
so  :  "  Which  may  be  admitted,"  cannot  be  made  to 
mean  the  States  then  in  the  Union. 

The  treaty  is  as  plain  as  the  Constitution.  The 
people  are  to  be  protected  in  their  property ;  and 
slaves  were  property  both  before  and  since  its  rati- 
fication. If  the  property  in  slaves  be  destroyed  by 
indirect  means,  it  is  as  much  a  violation  of  the 
treaty  as  if  it  was  done  directly.  Pass  the  amend- 
ment, and  the  property  in  them  is  indirectly  de- 
stroyed ;  and  yet  it  is  the  only  property  secured  to 
the  owner  by  the  Constitution.  The  power  to 
touch  the  subject  is  claimed  by  a  stretching  im- 
plication. It  is  to  be  found  in  no  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution or  the  treaty.  It  is  stretching  the  Con- 
stitution more  than  it  ever  was  before;  and  it 
ought  to  be  remembered,  that,  since  the  election 
of  Mr.  Jefferson  to  the  Presidency,  it  has  not  been 
stretched  without  injuring  the  people.  In  giving 
a  stretching  construction  to  the  Constitution,  we 
ought  not  to  forget  that  the  Holy  Scripture,  which 
contains  nothing  but  peace  and  good  will  to  man, 
was,  by  a  stretching  construction,  made  to  cover 
the  terrible  inquisition  and  the  wild  crusades.  And 
it  would  seem,  from  what  we  have  heard,  as  dan- 
gerous to  hold  a  slave  as  to  say  to  thy  brother, 
thtm  fooL^  or  thou  liar.  \ 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  that,  notwithstanding  the  i 
compromise  made  in  the  Constitution  about  slaves, ' 
gentlemen  had  thought  proper,  at  almost  every  ses- 
aion,  to  brine  the  subject  before  Congress,  in  some 
shape  or  other,  and  that  they  regularly,  in  their 
arguments,  claim  new  power  over  theui.  What 
have  the  people  of  the  Southern  States  done,  that 
such  a  strong  desire  should  be  manifested  to  pen 
them  up  ?  It  cannot  be  because  their  Rcpre>entati  ves 
hare  uniformly  opposed  the  African  slave  trade,  or 
because  they  as  uniformly  opposed  the  impressment 
of  American  sailors  by  British  officers ;  or  because 
their  banks  are  drained  of  specie,  to  supply  other 
places,  and  the  revenue  collected  from  them  is 
not  snent  among  them  ;  or  because  they  have  been 
so  tolerant  in  politics  that  when  Mr.  Jefferson 
came  into  office,  their  opponents,  who  had  every 
offijyj^were  not  turned  out — a  proof  that  they  did 


not  oppose  them  for  theur  places  of  honor  or  profit ; 
or  because  they  have  been  willing  to  admit  new 
States  into  the  Union  without  regard  to  the  num- 
ber of  people — Ohio  will  remember  that  the  speeches 
of  Southern  members  were  printed  to  induce  her 
citizens  to  become  a  State;  or  because  they  hare 
never>  requesUed  Congress  to  tax  others  for  their 
benefit ;  or  because  they  have  not  abused  the  late 
pension  law,  but  have  at  all  times  been  obedient 
to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  States, 
never  giving  cause  for  uneasiness  or  alarm  to  the 
United  States  or  the  neighboring  States,  and,  at 
all  times  which  tried  men^s  souls/have  been  found 
good  and  true ;  or  because,  in  old  times,  they  op- 
posed the  shutting  of  the  Mississippi  for  twenty- 
five  years. 

If  the  decision  be  in  favor  of  the  amendment, 
it  may  ruin  us  and  our  children  after  us ;  if  against 
it,  no  injury  will  result  to  any  port  of  the  United 
States.  Let  it  be  what  it  may,  my  prayer  to  God 
shall  be,  that  it  may  benefit  the  nation  and  promote 
the  happiness  of  the  people,  and  that  the  union  of 
these  States,  and  the  Constitution,  may  be  as  last- 
ing as  the  Alleghany. 

[The  Miowing  is  th«  part  of  the  bi«tOf7  of  General 
Moultrfe,  alluded  to  bjr  Mr.  Macon: 

"  On  my  way  from  General  Marion's  to  General 
Grcene'a  camp,  my  planution  was  in  the  direct  road, 
where  I  called  and  aUid  a  nigbt.  On  my  eaterinf 
the  place,  as  soon  as  the  negroes  discovered  that  I 
waa  of  the  party,  there  was  iramedutely  a  gerieral 
alarm  and  an  outcry,  that  •  massa  waa  come !  maasa 
was  come!'  and  they  were  runniog  from  a*ery  part, 
with  great  joy,  to  aee  me.  I  stood  in  the  piazxa  lo 
receive  them  ;  they  gaxfd  at  me  with  astonishment, 
and  every  one  came  and  took  me  by  the  hand,  aaying 
•  God  bles9  you,  massa  !  We  glad  to  see  you,  maaaa!' 
and  every  now  and  then  some  one  or  other  would 
come  out  with  a  '  kj!'  and  the  old  Africans  joined  in 
a  war  song,  In  their  own  language,  of  'welcome  the 
war  borne.'  It  was  an  affecting  meeting  between  the 
slaves  and  the  master:  the  tears  stole  down  my  eyes 
and  run  down  my  cheeks.  A  number  of  gentlemen 
that  were  with  me  could  not  help  being  affected  by 
the  scene.  Maay  are  still  aJive,  and  remember  the 
circumsunce.  I  then  possessed  about  two  hundred 
alaves ;  and  not  one  ot  them  left  me  during  the  war, 
although  they  had  bad  great  offers, nay,  some  were  car- 
ried  down  to  work  on  the  British  lines,  yet  they  always 
contrived  to  make  their  esca{»e  and  return  home.  My 
plantation  I  found  to  be  a  desolate  place ;  stack  of 
every  kind  taken  off;  the  furniture  carried  away  ;  aad 
my  estate  had  been  under  sequestration."] 


»•. 


Friday,  January  21. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  containing  a  statement  of  the 
number  of  clerks  emploved  in  that  department 
during  the  year  1819,  with  their  names  and  sala- 
ries; also,  a  list  of  contracts  made  by  that  depart- 
ment during  the  same  year ;  and  the  rejx>rts  were 
read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Thomas  the  bill  to  prohibit 
the  introduction  of  slavery  into  the  Territories 
of  the  United  States  north  and  west  of  the  con- 
templated State  of  Missouri  was  referred  to  a  se- 
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lect  committee,  to  consist  of  fire  members,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Thomas, 
BoRRi^L,  JoHMsoM,  of  Kentucky,  Palmer,  and 
Plbasanth,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for 
the  adjastment  of  land  claims  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  and  Missouri  Territory,  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

The  engros<?ed  bill  to  establish  a  district  court 
in  the  State  of  Alabama,  was  taken  up,  when  the 
Uanks  therein  were  so  filled  as  to  provide  that  the 
salary  of  the  Judge  be  S2,000,  that  of  the  United 
States  Attorney  $400,  and  that  of  the  Marshal 
$250  ner  annum ;  and,  thus  amended,  the  bill  was 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  other  House  for  concur- 
rence. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  continue  the  act  to  provide  for  reports  of 
the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  (the  blank  in 
which  had  been  previously  tilled  so  as  to  continue 
the  act  for  five  years,)  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

N!r.  Lanman  presented  the  memorial  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  city  of  Hartford,  and  its  vicinity, 
in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  against  the  farther 
extension  of  .slavery  m  the  United  States;  and  the 
memorial  was  reaa. 

Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition  of  Vassel  White, 
of  Berkshire,  Massachusetts,  praying  a  pension, 
for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read 
and  referred  to  the  Conxmittee  on  Pensions. 

The  Senate  then  again  proceeded  to  consider 
the  resolutions  (introduced  by  Mr.  Dickerso.n) 
so  to  amend  the  Constitution  as  to  provide  an 
uniform  mode  of  electing  Electors  of  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
Representatives  in  Congress  ;  and,  on  the  question 
to  engross  the  resclution  for  a  third  reading,  it  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  27,  nays  13,  as 
follows : 

YiAs — Messrs.  Drown,  Barhll,  Dana,  Dickerson, 
Eaton,  Edwards,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Louis- 
iana, King  of  Alabama,  Lanman,  Logan,  Macon, 
Mellen,  Morrill,  Otitt,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Sanford,  Stokta, 
Thomas,  Tichenor,  Trimble,  Van  Dyke,  Williams  of 
Mississippi,  Williams  of  Tennessee,  and  WiUon. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Elliot,  Gaillard,  Leake, 
Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Pleasants,  Roberta,  Ruggies,  Smith, 
Taylor,  Walker  of  Alabama,  and  Walker  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  Stokes  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph  Tim- 
berlake,  postmaster  at  F^ederick^burg,  \  irginia, 
praying  an  increase  of  compensation,  for  reasons 
stated  m  the  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 


.MAINE  AND  MI8S0URL 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine  into 
the  Union,"  together  with  the  amendments  pro- 
posed thereto. 

Mr.  PiNKNEY,  of  Maryland,  took  the  floor,  and 
spoke  until  nearly  three  o'clock,  against  the  pro- 
posed restriction.     Before  he  had  concluded  his 


speech,  he  gave  way  for  a  motion  to  adjourn,  and 
the  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 

Monday,  January  24. 
Mr.  RiGOLEs  presented  the  petition  of  Gabrid 
Godfroy,  of  Michigan  Territory,  praying  compen- 
sation for  the  destruction  of  his  property  during  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain ;  and  the  petition  waa 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  or  Claims. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  upon  the  peti- 
tion of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others ;  and  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  tmtil 
Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  taking  the 
fourth  census  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and 
also  a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  alter  the  terms  of 
the  court  of  the  western  district  of  Virginia,"  in 
which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  tha 
Senate. 

The  said  two  bills  were  read,  and  sererelly 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  alter  the  terms  of 
the  court  for  the  western  district  of  Virginia,"  was 
read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  reports  of  the  decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Court,"  approved  the  3d  of  March,  1817, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  as  it  respects 
the  choice  of  Electors  -of  the  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  election  of 
Representatrves  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  a  third  time ;  and  on  motion  by 
Mr.  BcrriCl,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  Wednesday  next. 


ADMISSION  OF  MISSOURI. 
Mr.  WiLsorr  communicated  the  following  reso- 
lutions of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Jer- 
sey, which  were  read  : 

"  Whereas,  a  bill  u  now  depending  in  the  Congreas 
of  the  United  States,  on  the  application  of  the  people 
in  the  Territory  of  Misaoari  for  the  admission  of  that 
Territory  as  a  State  into  the  Union,  not  containing 
provisions  against  slavery  in  such  proposed  State»  and 
a  question  is  made  upon  the  right  and  expediency  of 
such  provision  : 

"  The  representatives  of  the  people  of  New  Jersey, 
in  the  Legislative  Council  and  General  Assembly  of 
the  said  Stata,  now  in  aesaion,  deem  it  a  duty  they 
owe  to  themselves,  to  their  constituents,  and  posterity, 
to  dedare  and  make  known  the  opinions  they  bold 
upon  this  momentous  subject;  and, 

"  I .  They  do  raoive  and  declare.  That  the  farther 
admission  of  Territories  into  the  Union,  witboat  re- 
striction of  slavery,  would,  in  their  opinion,  essentially 
impair  the  right  of  this  and  other  existing  States  to 
equal  reprewnUtion  in  Congress,  (a  right  at  the  fenn- 
dation  of  the  political  compact.)  inasmach  as  aaeh 
I  newly  admitted  slaveholding  State  would  be  repre- 
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•ented  od  the  basM  of  their  sieve  popalation  ;  e  oon- 
ceeeion  made  at  the  formation  of  the  Constitution,  in 
feTor  of  the  then  existing  States,  but  never  stipulated 
for  new  States,  nor  to  be  inferred  from  any  article  or 
«laase  in  that  instrament. 

"  2.  RaolvttL,  That,  to  admit  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
•oari  as  a  State  into  the  Union,  without  prohibiting 
•Uvery  there,  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  representa- 
tivea  of  the  people  of  New  Jersey,  aforesaid,  be  no  Jess 
than  to  sanction  this  great  political  and  moral  evil, 
furnish  the  ready  means  of  peopling  a  vast  Territory 
with  slaves,  and  perpetuate  hII  the  dangers,  crimes, 
«lld  pernicious  effects  of  domestic  bondage. 

**  3.  Resolved,  a*  the  opinion  of  the  repreaentativet 
uforesaid,  I'hat,  inasmuch  as  no  Territory  has  a  right 
to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  but  on  the  principles  of 
the  Federal  Constitution,  and  only  by  a  law  of  Coo- 
frees  consenting  thereto  on  the  part  of  the  existing 
Butcs,  Congress  may  rightfully,  and  ought  to  refuse 
•Qch  law,  unless  upon  reasonable  and  just  conditions, 
Msented  to  un  the  part  of  the  people  applying  to  be* 
come  one  of  the  States. 

••  4.  Resulted,  in  the  opinion  of  the  representatives 
aforesaid,  That  the  article  of  the  Constitution  which 
restrains  Congress  from  prohibiting  the  migration  or 
importation  of  slaves,  until  aAer  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  eight,  does,  by  necessary  implication, 
admit  the  general  power  of  Congress  over  the  subject 
of  slavery,  and  concedes  to  them  the  right  to  regulate 
and  restrain  such  migration  and  importation  after  that 
time,  into  the  existing  or  any  nowly  tu  be  created 
SUte. 

**  5.  Resolved,  as  tie  opinion  of  the  representative* 
of  the  peipU  of  New  Jersey,  aforesaid.  That,  inas- 
much as  Congress  have  a  clear  right  to  refuse  the  ad- 
mission of  a  Territory  into  the  Union,  by  the  terms  of 
the  Constiimion,  they  ought,  in  the  present  case,  to 
exercise  that  abeoiute  discretion,  in  order  to  preserve 
the  political  rigbu  oi  the  several  existi,ng  States,  and 
prevent  the  great  national  disgrsce  and  multiplied 
mischiefs  which  muat  ensue  from  conceding  it,  as  a 
matter  of  right,  in  the  immense  territories  yet  to  claim 
admission  into  the  Union,  beyond  the  Mississippi,  that 
they  may  tolerate  alavery. 

"  6.  Resolved,  with  the  concurrence  of  Council,  That 
the  Governor  of  this  State  be  requested  to  transmit 
a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  each  of  the  Sen- 
ators and  Representatives  of  this  State  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  Sutes." 

Mr.  Logan  communicated  the  following  pream- 
ble and  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Kentucky,  which  were  read : 

"  Wheress  the   Constitution  of  the  United  States 

Erovides  for  the  admission  of  new  States  into  the 
Tnion,  and  it  is  just  and  proper  that  all  such  States 
suould  be  established  upon  the  footing  of  original 
States,  with  a  visw  to  the  preservation  of  Slate  sov- 
ereignty, the  prosperity  of  such  new  State,  and  the 
good  of  their  citixens;  and  whereas  successful  at 
tempts  have  been  heretofore  made,  and  are  now  mak- 
ing, to  prevent  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri 
from  being  sdmitted  into  the  Union  as  a  Sute,  unless 
trammelled  by  rules  and  regulations  which  do  not  ex^ 
ist  in  the  original  States,  particularly  in  relation  to 
the  toleration  of  slavery  : 

"  \^'hereas,  also,  if  Congress  can  thus  trammel  or 
conUol  the  powers  of  a  Territory  in  the  formation  of 
*  .^^  government,  that  body  may,  on  the  same 
principles,  reduce  iu  powers  to  little  more  than  those 


poMsessed  by  the  peopb  of  IIm  Diatrict  of  Colombia ; 
and  whilat  professing  to  make  it  a  sovereign  State, 
may  bind  it  in  perpetual  vassalage,  and  reduce  it  to 
the  condition  of  a  province;  such  Stste  must  necessa- 
rily become  the  dependent  of  Congress,  aaking  pow- 
ers, and  not  the  independent  State,  demanding  rights: 
And  whereas  it  is  necessary,  in  preserving  the  Sute 
sovereignties  in  their  present  rights,  that  no  new  State 
should  be  subjected  to  this  restriction,  any  more  than 
an  old  one,  and  that  there  can  be  no  reason  or  justice 
why  it  should  not  be  entitled  to  the  same  privileges, 
when'it  is  bound  to  bear  all  the  burdens  and  taxes 
laid  upon  it  by  Congress : 

"  In  passing  the  following  resolution,  the  General 
Assembly  refrains  from  expressing  any  opinion  either 
in  favor  or  against  the  principles  of  slavery ;  but  to 
support  and  maintain  State  rights,  which  it  conceives 
neeesssry  to  be  supported  snd  maintained,  to  preserve 
the  libe>ties  of  the  free  people  of  these  United  Statea, 
it  avows  iu  solemn  conviction  that  the  Sutes  already 
confederated  under  one  common  Constitution,  have 
not  a  right  to  deprive  new  States  of  equal  privileges 
with  themselves :  Therefore, 

"Resohed,  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Common- 
wealth  of  Kentucky,  That  the  Senators  in  Congress 
from  this  Stste  be  instructed,  and  the  RepresenUtives 
be  requested,  to  use  their  efforts  to  procure  the  pas- 
sage of  a  law  to  admit  the  people  of  Missouri  into  the 
Union  as  a  State,  whether  those  people  will  sanction 
slavery  by  their  constitution  or  not 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Executive  of  this  Commoa- 
wealth  be  requested  to  transmit  this  resolution  to  the 
Senators  and  Representstives  of  this  State  in  Con- 
gress, that  it  may  be  laid  before  that  body  for  iU  con- 
sideration." 

STATE  OF  MAINE,  Ac. 

The  Senate  again  took  up  the  Missouri  bill. 

Mr.  PiNKNEY  resumed  the  remarks  which  he 
commenced  on  Friday,  in  opposition  to  the  pro- 
posed restriction,  and  spoke  nearly  two  hours. 
When  he  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Oti8  intimated  a  wish  to  reply  to  Mr.  P..  bat 
as  the  Senate,  he  .«<aid,  after  the  intellectual  ban- 
quet which  they  had  just  enjoyed,  would  have  now 
little  rdish  for  the  plain  fare  which  he  could  offer } 
he  moved  that  the  subject  be  postponed  until  to- 
morrow ;  which  motion  prevailed. 


•  TcESDAY,  January  25. 

The  Vice  PREsinENT  having  retired  from  the 
Chair,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Pre- 
sident pro  tempore,  as  the  Constitution  provides ;  and 
the  honorable  John  Gaillard  was  elected. 

On  motion  hy  Mr.  Sanford  the  Secretary  was 
directed  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  acquaint  him  that  the  Senate  have, 
in  the  absence  of  the  Vice  President,  elected  the 
honorable  John  Gaillaru,  President  of  the  Sen- 
ate pro  tempore,  and  that  the  Secretary  make  a 
similar  communication  to  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives. 

RuFcs  Kino,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  New  York,  for  the  term 
of  six  years,"  commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of 
March  last,  produced  his  credentials,  was  quahiied, 
and  he  toot  his  seat  in  the  Senate.  »'    » 


9  e 


237 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


238 


Janoary,  1820. 


Admission  of  Maine  and  Missouri. 


Senatb. 


On  motion  by  Mr.  Macon,  the  Committee  on 
Finance  were  instructed  to  prepare  and  report  a 
bill  to  remit  the  duties  which  may  be  payable  on 
a  sUtue  of  Greneral  Washington,  to  be  imported 
from  Europe,  executed  by  the  Marquis  Canova, 
for  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Trimble  communicated  the  resolutions  and 
proceedings  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
relative  to  the  tariff  on  foreign  merchandbe,  and 


placed  on  the  saihe  footing  with  the  States  already 
carved  out  of  the  same  cession,  had  some  claims 
to  a  similar  indulgence.  But  his  idea  was,  that  it 
should  stop  here,  and  that  all  would  conctir  in 
measures  to  prevent  the  further  extension  of  slavery 
into  the  territories  and  the  States  in  future  to  be 
erected  within  them.  And  if  this  cotild  now  be 
effected,  and  the  bill  for  admitting  Missouri  could 
be  accompanied  by  such  guards  and  provisions  as 


appropriations  for  roads  and  canals ;  which  were  I  would  forever  preclude  the  spread  of  that  moral 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  1  pestilence,  he  should  not  repent  of  the  oblation  he 
and  Manufactures,  to  consider  and  report  thereon.  I  nad  then  offered  to  the  spirit  of  conciliation.  He 
Mr.  Trimble  also  presented  a  memorial,  signed  |  should,on  the  other  hand,  with  his  present  impres- 
by  a  great  number  of  the  citizens  of  the  State  of  I  sions,  be  inclined  to  repeat  it.  But  perceiving,  as 
Ohio,  praying  for  the  protection  and  encourage-  I  yet,  no  dispositions  promising  such  a  result,  and 
ment  of  American  manufactures ;  and  the  memo-  j  considering  that  the  ground  now  taken  by  the 
rial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee,  j  friends  to  the  bill  involved  an  absolute  denial  of 


Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  consideration : 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establish- 
ing two  sddilional  land  offices  in  the  State  of  Alabama  ; 


the  powers  of  the  General  Government  to  make 
any  compact  binding  on  States  hereafter  to  be 
admitted  into  the  Union ;  a  doctrine  against  which 
he  altogether  protested  ;  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
support   the  amendment.      These   circumstances 


one  at  the  town  of  Tuscaloosa,  and  one  at  Conecah  |  would  account  for,  and  excuse  his  indiscretion,  in 


Courthouse. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
Anthony  Burk,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  upon  the  peti- 
tion of  Samuel  F.  Hooker ;  and  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  the  first 
Monday  in  P^ebruary  next. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  taking 
the  fourth  census  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

MAINE    AND  MISSOURI. 


attempting  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
after  the  display  of  eloquence  with  which  they  had 
been  regaled  for  two  entire  days.  He  was  sensi- 
ble of  the  disadvantage  under  which  he  labored, 
and  could  only  forewarn  the  Senate  of  the  disap- 
pointment which  awaited  them,  if  his  rising 
should  be  thought  to  indicate  an  intention  of  re- 
plying in  detail  to  the  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Pinkney.)  Various  consid- 
erations forbad  his  making  any  such  effort.  He 
was  quite  sensible  of  his  own  incompetency  to 
follow  him  through  his  enchanted  grounds.  To 
many  of  his  principles  he  was  disposed  to  assent. 
Some  of  them  his  recollection  could  not  embody: 
like  the  rays  of  the  diamond  they  sparkled,  daz- 
;  zled,  and  were  gone.  And  a  very  large  class  of 
I  his  remarks  he  could  regard  merely  as  the  gold 
and  silver  tissue  wherewith  the  honorable  gentle- 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the    man  had  enriched  the  splendid  dress  in  which  he 


Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine  into 
the  Union,"  together  with  the  amendments  pro- 
posed thereto. 

Mr.  Otis  addressed  the  Senate  this  day,  at  con- 


had  thought  fit  to  present  himself  to  the  Senate 
for  the  first  time.  With  these  exceptions  enough 
would  still  be  left  for  him  to  undertake,  and  this 
he  should  do  in  the  order  in  which  his  mind  had 
been  led  to  investigate  and  decide  on  the  question, 


siderable  length,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Pinkney,  and  in  noticing  incidentally,  and  in  his  own  course,  those 
favor  of  the  restriction  on  Missouri.  His  speech  :  objections  of  the  honorable  gentleman  which  ap- 
is given  entire,  as  follows :  '  pear  to  have  the  most  immolate  bearing  on  the 

Mr.  Otis,  of  Massachusetts,  observed,  that  when  >  subject, 
the  bill  for  admitting  Missouri  into  the  tJnion,  at  It  was  asserted  by  gentlemen  that  a  more  grave 
the  last  session,  pas.sed  the  Senate,  he  was  among  and  portentous  question  had  never  been  agitated 
those  who  vot^  in  its  favor.  It  was  introduced  >  within  these  walls.  This  he  would  not  deny;  and 
only  a  few  days  before  the  adjournment,  and  was  '  yet  he  could  not  consider  it  a  new  question.  If  a 
certainly  not  regarded  as  a  measure  pregnant  with  stranger  to  our  country,  but  familiar  with  our  his- 
the  important  interest  which  had  since  been  at-  tory,  upon  arriving  here,  at  this  moment,  and  wit- 
tached  to  it.  There  was  hardly  a  serious  debate  nessing  the  perturbation  of  men's  minds,  within 
about  its  passing,  in  which  two  or  three  gentlemen  doors  and  without,  should  be  told,  upon  inquiring 
only  took  part.  Having,  at  that  time,  but  imper- ;  the  cause,  that  it  arose  from  a  discussion  of  the 
feet  means  of  examining  the  merits  of  the  gues- .  question  whether  slavery  should  be  inhibited  in 
tion,  he  first  voted  with  those  who  were  in  favor  your  territorial  possessions;  his  first  impression 
of  a  postponement,  but  finding  this  was  lost,  he  would  certainly  be  that  this  question  had  been  put 
thought,  under  the  best  view  he  could  then  take  of  |  to  rest  some  three  and  thirty  years  ago.  I  have 
the  question,  that  the  people  of  that  territory,  hav-  j  "  read  (he  would  be  inclined  to  say)  that  the  ear- 
ing migrated  thither  under  an  expectation  of  being  1  liest  exercise  of  your  authority  over  the  domain 
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ceded  to  the  United  States,  was  manifested  in  a 
solemn  protest  against  the  introduction  of  slavery 
into  it,  and  that  you  thus  afforded  an  earnest  of 
your  future  policy  and  intentions  in  regard  to  all 
similar  acquisitions  of  ceded  territory.  Where- 
fore, in  the  ordinance  for  governing  the  North- 
western Territory,  did  you,  with  such  gravr  delib- 
eration establish,  as  one  of  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  for  the  regula- 
tion of  your  territories  in  all  future  time,  the  ex- 
clusion of  involuntary  servitude,  and  why  would 
you  now  relax  a  system  established  in  the  health- 
ful vigor  and  freshness  of  your  newly  acquired 
liberty,  and  bring  into  doubt  principles  which  were 
then  so  solemnly  determined  ?"  To  these  inqui- 
ries, he  said,  he  should  only  be  able  to  answer, 
"  Temipofa  mutantur  et  not  nnUamttr  in  illia.^^ 

If  the  obligations  imposed  upon  us  by  the  Ck)n- 
stitution  were  rigorous  to  the  extent  which  gentle- 
men seemed  to  insist,  our  condition  was  inde(>d 
deplorable.  If,  while  the  nations  of  the  old  world 
were  forming  confederations  in  order  to  exclude 
from  their  own  dependencies  the  futiue  introduction 


of  slaves,  and  to  propitiate  Heaven  by  an  attempt 
to  atone  for  the  past  abominations  of  that  traffic  of 
the  human  species,  we  are  not  only  inhibited  from 
coming  into  their  system,  but  are  really  obliged,  by 
treaty,  toopen  a  new  and  illimitable  market  within 
our  own  territories  ;  and  while  they  are  contracting 
the  sphere  of  human  misery  and  servitude,  wre  are 
compelled  to  widen  its  expanse  from  the  Mississippi 
to  the  setting  *un  :  then,  indeed,  is  our  situation 
most  humbling.  It  will  be  in  vain,  he  feared,  to 
conapare  the  youth  and  purity  of  our  institutions 
with  the  decrepitude  of  the  old  world,  and  the 
rottenness  of  their  systems,  if  this  be  our  predica- 
ment. 

If  the  President  and  Senate  can,  by  treaty,  acquire 
possessions  in  all  parts  of  the  globe,  and  bind  us  to 
admit  them  into  our  Union,  without  any  restriction 
upon  their  laws  and  usages  ;  should  he  chance  to 
travel   through   any  part  of  Europe,  after  these 
should  be  admitted  as  acknowledged  principles  of 
Constitutional  law,  and  hear  his  country  branded 
as  a  region  of  hypocrisy,  and  its  people  as  a  race 
of  men,  who,  with  liberty  in  their  mouths,  carried 
rodsfor  the  backs  and  chains  for  the  feet  of  unborn 
millions,  into  a  new  world  ;  he  should  stand  in 
need  of  the  speech  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  as  the  only  panoply  competent  to 
enable  him  to  repel  the  point  of  such  injurious  ac- 
cusations, as  his  own  invention  would  not  supply 
him  with  a  satisfactory  answer..  Still,  if  in  reality 
our  faith,  by  treaty,  was  thus  Jilighted,  though  he 
should  deem  the  acquisition  of  the  whole  territory 
avital  misfortune,  and  should  think  it  would  have 
been  happier  for  us  if  the  Mississippi  had  been  an 
eternal  torrent  of  burning  lava,  impassable  as  the 
lake  which  separates  the  evil  from  the  good,  and 
the  regions  beyond  it  destined  to  be  covered  for- 
mer with  brakes  and  jungles,  and  the  impenetrable 
naunts  of  the  wolf  and  the  panther  ;  vet,  he  would 
not  then  «dvocate  a  breach  of  the  public  faith,  but 
he  should  think  it  the  duty  of  Congress  to  recom- 
naend  a  new  negotiation  with  the  present  benefi- 
cent monarch  of  France,  to  the  end  of  obtaining 


his  release  from  the  provisions  of  a  treaty  so  faUl 
to  our  best  interests. 

In  all  the  discussions  of  the  main  question,  which 
had  come  under  his  eye,  the  disputants  on  each 
side  had  placed  the  Constitution  in  the  foreground 
and  reserved  the  treatv  of  cession  for  sufaeequent 
examinauon.     But  to  him  it  appeared  more  proper 
to   invert   this  order  of  inquiry.     The  people  of 
Miseoun  had  uo  clauns  to  a  participation  in  the 
benefits  of  the  C/onstitution,  except  such  as  were 
derived  to  them  through  the  medium  of  the  treaty, 
and  so  far  only  as  those  benefits  were  alluded  to 
or  secured  them  by  expres*  reference  in  that  instru- 
ment.    The  Constitution  was  the  temple,  and  the 
treatv  the  portico,  through  which  alone  they  were 
entitled  to  admission.     In  his  view  of  the  suWect 
this  distinction  was  extremely  material,  and  he 
could  wish  to  render  it  clear.     According  to  the 
principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  a  country,  the  do- 
main and  jurisdiction  of  which  is  ceded  in  full 
sovereignty  to  another  country,  can  have  no  claims 
to  partake  in  its  government  which  are  not  to  be 
found  in  precise  terms  and  stipulations.     The  right 
to  make  war  is  an  attribute  of  every  sovereignty. 
Conquest  is  incident  to  war,  and  the  right  to  hold 
a  conquered  territory  follows  upon  conquest.     If 
peace  is  made  on  the  principle  of  lUi  po9*idetu^ 
without  more  words  the  victor  disposes  of  his  con- 
I  quest,  and  governs  it  at  his  pleasure.     But  if  the 
\  cession  of  the  conouered  territory  is  extended  into 
special  articles,  looking  to  the  future  condition  and 
government  of  the  inhabitants,  the  right  of  the 
conqueror  IS  then  limited  and  defined  by  the  treaty 
alone.     The  principles  applicable  to  a  conquered 
'territory  are  equally  so  to  a  territory  acquired  by 
amicable  purchase.     Louisiana  was  ceded  to  the 
United   States  in  full   sovereignty,  with   all  the 
nghts  over  the  same  which  belonged  to  France  or 
»pain.     Had  the  grant  been  comprised  in  these 
terms  only,  it  would   have   been  absolute.     The 
United  States   might  have  held   it  forever  as  a 
colony,  or  prohibited  its  settlement,  or  governed  it 
by  a  prefect ;  and  why  not  have  admitted  it  to  a 
partial  enjoyment  of  State  rights?     Such  an  ad- 
I  mission  might  well   be  conceived  to  be  a  boon  to 
I  the  inhabitants.     It  certainly  would  have  been  a 
I  relaxation  of  the  absolute  right  of  dominion  vested 
I  by  the  cession.     What  objection  could  be  raised 
against  proffering  to  the  inhabitants  of  a  country 
thus  unconditionally  surrendered,  any  limited  fac- 
ulty of  partaking  of  the  powers  of  your  Constitu- 
tion, which  prudence  and  policy  might  induce  you 
to  grant  ?     Why  should  you  be  compelled  to  grant 
to  them  all  or  nothing  ?     Why  should  they  be  re- 
stricted from  accepting  of  a  part  that  would  be 
useful  to  them,  and  sufficient  for  all  their  purposes, 
because  the  whole,  which  might  be  unsuitable  to 
their  circumstances,  orunimportant  to  their  welfare 
18  unattainable  ?     No  conjecture  could  be  raised' 
of  any  good  rea.son  for  placing  a  Government,  and 
Its  newly  acquired  subjects,  in  any  predicament 
respecting  each  other,  which  could  not  be  altered 
or  naoditied  by  a  fair  compact ;  and  he  could  not 
doul«  that  either  the  right  to  acquire  territory  under 
the  Constitution  must  be  renounced,  (a  question 
I  now  too  late  to  be  stirred.)  or  that  the  faculty  of 
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importing  to  the  new  domain  so  much  and  no  more 
of  the  absolute  power  of  the  sovereign  as  to  him 
should  seem  good,  must  be  admitted. 

Keeping,  then,  in  view  these  general  principles, 
he  was  prepared  to  examine  the  treaty  of  cession 
in  detail,  and  ascertain  how  far  the  absolute  sover- 
eignty, right  of  soil  and  jurisdiction  in  Louisiana, 
was  controlled  by  the  special  provisions  of  that 
instrument  It  would,  however,  facilitate  the  ex- 
planation of  his  views,  to  consider  who  were  the 
partia  to  the  treaty.  As  to  this,  he  observed,  that 
negatively  they  were  not  the  white  peopled  States 
on  one  side,  and  the  slaveholdiog  States  on  the 
other,  as  the  course  of  the  argument  might  some- 
times almost  lead  us  to  conclude.  It  would  afflict 
him  to  see  the  Senate  divide  into  the  factions  of 
the  Guelphs  and  Ghibbelines,  or  the  white  and  red 
roses  suspended  in  the  festoons  of  their  tapestry. 
He  shciuld  not  agree,  without  a  struggle,  to  give 
up  his  right  to  be  considered  as  the  citizen  of  a 
common  country,  of  which  the  gentleman  who 
preceded  him  was  so  distinguished  an  ornament. 
The  parties  then  were  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, in  behalf  of  the  citizens  who  were  original 
parties  to  the  Constitution,  the  old  States  then  in 
the  Union,  on  one  part,  aad  Napoleon,  First  Con- 
sul of  France,  in  tK-half  of  the  French  nation,  (of 
which  Louisiana,  including  Missouri,  was  a  por- 
tion,) on  the  other  part.  With  respect  to  by  far 
the  greater  number  and  most  important  interests 
of  the  people  at  that  time  inhabitants  of  Louisiana, 
the  treaty  has  been  executed  to  their  entire  satis- 
faction, and  they  have  nothing  to  say.  They  have 
been  erected  into  a  State,  without  any  exception- 
able restriction.  To  the  residue  of  those  inhabit- 
ants, now  in  the  Missouri  Territory,  it  was  suffi- 
cient to  say  that  it  was  not  possible,  in  the  words 
of  the  treaty,  to  make  them  a  State.  They  were 
too  few,  and  could  have  no  pretext  for  claiming 
this  privilege.  As  to  another  class — those  who 
had  migrated  thither  from  the  United  States,  they 
could  claim  no  rights  in  Missouri  under  the  treaty, 
oorrectly  speaking.  They  cannot  place  themselves 
in  the  situation  of  the  French  subjects  who  were 
represented  by  Napoleon.  They  were  American 
citizens,  and  as  such,  inhabiting  the  old  domain, 
they  were  parties  under  the  United  States.  For 
any  violation  of  the  treaty,  affecting  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  ceded  territory  at  the  time  of  the  ces- 
sion, the  French  Giovernment  might  demand  re- 
dress; but,  in  behalf  of  those  whose  migration 
thither  is  posterior,  that  Government  could  not  be 
entitled  to  interpose.  It  is  undoubtedly  true,  how- 
ever, that  if,  by  the  sale  of  your  lands,  or  by  per- 
mitting other  States  to  be  erected  in  the  territory, 
exempt  from  the  restriction  of  slavery,  or  by  any 
other  circumstances,  these  persons  have  been  in- 
duced to  settle  in  Missouri,  under  an  expectation 
of  retaining  their  slaves,  it  would  be  repugnant  to 
the  nriociples  of  equity  to  disconcert  their  plans, 
and  liberate  the  negroes  already  there.  And  against 
this  effect  they  are  protected  by  the  amendment. 
It  touches  not  the  property  in  slaves  already  in- 
troduced, but  regards  the  future  augmentation  of 
their  numbers.  So  that  justice  would  be  done 
to  all   parties  to  the  treaty,  in   the  most  ample 


sense,  and  also  to  those  whose  claims  arise  not 
under  that  instrument,  but  under  the  laws,  grants, 
and  acquiescence  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  Thus  not  a  mortal  can  make  any  reason- 
able complaint.  Nor  is  the  hardship  greater  upon 
the  owner  of  a  slave,  who  is  prevented  from  tak- 
ing him  hereafter  into  that  country,  than  upon  the 
proprietor  of  a  house  or  a  ship,  which  cannot  be 
removed.  Let  us,  then,  having  designated  the 
parties,  their  rights,  and  their  present  attitudes, 

ftroceed  to  those  clauses  of  limitation  of  the  abso- 
ute  right  of  sovereignty,  which  the  terms  of  ces- 
sion used  in  the  treaty,  if  not  qualified,  would  im- 
port. The  inquiry,  he  readily  agreed,  should  be 
'  approached  with  a  spirit  of  lioerality  and  fair  in- 
i  terpretation,  and  not  with  the  artifices  of  forced  con- 
structions, and  the  narrownesss  of  its  juridical 
forms.     The  material  words  are  these : 

*'  The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be 
'  incorporated  in  the  Union  of  the  United  8t«te«,  and 
'  admitted,  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  prin- 
/  ciplea  of  the  Federal  Constitotion.  to  the  eojoyoMnt 
'  of  all  the  ri^ta,  advantagM,  and  imnunitiM  of  eiti- 
'  sens  of  the  Unitad  States;  and,  in  the  meantime,' 
'  shall  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoj- 
*  raent  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion 
'which  tb«v  profeas." 

Mr.  O.  would  not  pause  to  consider,  whether  all 
these  words  might  not  be  satisfied  by  imparting  to 
those  inhabitants  a  territorial  government,  such  as 
they  now  enjoyed,  though  much  might  be  urged 
in  lavor  of  such  a  construction.  The  First.  Con- 
sul, Napoleon,  had,  indeed,  extended  his  paternal 
care  to  most  of  the  nations  in  Europe,  and  taken 
at  least  a  bird's  eye  view  of  the  affairs  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  shown  a  condescending  willingness 
to  display  his  good  offices  in  giving  to  them  a  con- 
venient direction.  But  he  doubted  how  far  it  was 
an  indispensable  consideration  with  him  at  the 
time  of  making  the  treaty,  that  the  people  of  Lou- 
isiana should  become  independent  States,  and 
members  of  the  Federal  Union.  He  was  a  great 
giver  of  constitutions,  which  he  took  from  his  own 

fiigeon  holes,  and  himg  upon  the  necks  of  his  ai- 
ies  with  chains;  but  they  were  generally  of  a 
different  description  from  those  of  the  United 
States.  But  waiving  this  consideration,  and  ac- 
cepting the  phraseology  of  the  treaty  in  the  most 
popular  and  liberal  sense,  and  granting  that  the 
terms  "  incorporation  in  the  Union,"  and  admis^ 
sion  to  be  States,  are  synonymous  terms,  the  ques- 
tion naturally  occurs,  wbat  was  the  condition  and 
character  of  this  union  of  States  at  the  time  of 
framing  the  treaty  ?  To  this,  whatever  it  might 
be,  both  parties,  certainly  the  Ministers  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  must  be  understood  to  refer.  There  is 
no  rulf  more  certain  in  the  interpretation  of  trea- 
ties, than  that  which  prescribes  a  regard  to  be  had 
to  the  condition  of  the  parties,  and  subject-matter 
of  the  negotiation  at  the  epoch  of  its  conclusion. 
At  this  period  the  Federal  Union  consisted  of 
States  which  had  joined  the  Confederacy  under 
various  circumstances.  There  were  the  old  United 
States;  there  were  also  Kentucky,  Vermont,  Ten- 
nessee, who  had  come  in  without  the  restriction 
upon  slavery,  and  Ohio,  which  had  acceded  to  the 
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restriction,  and  adopted  it  as  a  part  of  h«r  consti- 
tution.   Provision  was  also  made  by  the  ordinance 
of  1787,  (justly  styled  the  immortal  ordinance,)  for 
the  admission  of  other  States  in  the  only  territo- 
rial possessions  of  the  United  States  subject  to  the 
inhibition  of  servitude.     All  these  States  were  in- 
corporated into  the  Union  at  that  time.     But  as 
the  inferences  resulting  from  this  ordinance  are  all- 
important  and  conclusive  in  the  illustration  of  the 
subject,  and  applicable  as  well  to  the  construction 
of  the  constitution  as  of  the  treaty,  (which  he 
should  endeavor  to  demonstrate,)  he  must  crave 
indulgence  to  recapitulate  its  history,  and  to  show 
in  what  manner  it  had  become  engrafted  into  the 
whole  body  of  our  laws  appertaining  to  this  power 
of  admitting  new  States.     On  this  topic  dates, 
though  dry,  become  material.     The  Northwestern 
territory  was  ceded  by  Virginia  in  Mfrch,  1784. 
In  July,  1786,  Congress  passed  a  resolution,  recom- 
mending to  Virginia  to  revise  her  act  of  cession, 
so  far  as  to  empower  Congress  to  erect  not  more 
than  five,  nor  less  than  three  States,  as  future  cir- 
cumstances might  require,  in  the  ceded  territory, 
which  should  have  the  same  rights  of  sovereignty, 
freedom,  and  independence,  as  the  original  Suites.' 
In  July,  1787,  was  passed  the  celebrated  ordinance 
for  the  government  of  that  territory,  establishing 
fundamental  principles  of  civil  and  religious  lib- 
erty as  the  basis  of  all  laws,  constitutions,  and  gov- 
ernments, which  should  forever  thereafter  be  form- 
ed therein ;  and  providing  also  for  the  establishment 
of  States,  and  their  admission  to  a  share  in  the 
Federal  councils,  on  an  equal  fooling  with  the 
original  States.     Among  these  fundamental  prin- 
ciples is  found  a  perpetual  canon  against  involun- 
Ury  servitude.     Now,  sir.  please  to  observe  a  most 
decisive  and  leading  fact.    In  December,  1788,  the 
State  of  Virginia,  by  an  act  reciting  the  recom- 
mendation of  Congress  of  1786,  and   in  express 
words  recognising  the  ordinance  of  1787,  assents 
to  the  proposal  made  by  Congress,  and  ratifies  and 
confirms  the  article  of  that  ordinance  which  con- 
tained a  repetition  of  the  terms  of  that  proposal ; 
thus  giving  its  solemn  sanction  and  adoption  to 
the  entire  ordinance,  to  the  extent  of  her  power. 
No  imagination,  he  believed,  could  form  an  idea 
of  a  more  perfect  compact  than  thi.s.     Here  were 
parties,   consideration,   solemnities,   exchange    of 
documents,  perfect  and  mutual  intelligence,  and 
due  deliberation.   Hence  it  follows  irresistibly,  that 
by  the  admission  of  all  parties—of  Virginia  who 
made,  and  of  Congress  which  received  the  cession 
— the  prohibition  of  slavery  to  all  perpetuity,  and  in 
all  governments  in  that  territory,  was  not  deemed 
to  impair,  in  any  respect,  but  to  be  perfectly  con- 
sistent with  "the  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  inde- 
pendence" of  the  States,  and  "  the  original  footing" 
UDon  which  they  were  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Union.     Yet  this  ordinance  had  been  despatched 
by  the  honorable  gentleman  who  preceded  him,  as 
an  usurpation.     But  it  was  an  usurpation  in  favor 
of  the  rights  of  mankind,  with  the  consent  of  all 
parties  concerned ;  and  Mr.  O.  cared  not  at  this 
day  whether  Congress,  under  the  old  Confedera- 
tion, had  power  to  acquire  territory  or  not.     Vir- 
ginia, who  granted,  co«ld  not  have  disputed  the 


title,  and  any  court  of  chancery  would  hare  de- 
cided that  the  grantees  look  and  held  an  estate  in 
trust  for  the  whole  American  people.  If  they  couid 
not  have  held  it,  there  was  no  title  elsewhere  to  be 
found.  But  the  recognition  of  this  ordinance  doe« 
not  rest  here.  He  would  demonstrate  that  it  had 
been  wrought  into  the  entire  system  of  the  Consti- 
tution and  laws,  and  interwoven  with  the  very 
warp  and  woof,  so  as  to  have  become  a  part  of  the 
fabric.  One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  First  Congresa, 
under  the  new  Constitution,  was  framed  to  infuse 
new  vigor  into  this  ordinance,  and  to  give  it  full 
effect,  under  the  new  order  of  things. 

In  December,  1789,  North  Carolina  cedes  to  the 
United  Stales  that  portion  of  her  territory,  since 
constituted  into  the  State  of  Tennessee ;  and  ex- 
pressly refers  to,  and  establishes,  so  far  as  her  con- 
sent could  do  it,  this  same  ordinance,  excepting, 
however,  the  slave  article,  (thus  implying  that, 
without  the  exception,  she  would  be  bound  by  it,) 
and  this  cession  is  accepted  by  Congrta>s  soon  after 
the  adoption  of  the  new  Constitution,  in  April, 
1798,  an  act  of  Congress  fur  the  amicable  .settle- 
ment of  the  limits  of  Georgia  makes  this  ordinance, 
with  the  same  exception,  the  basis  of  all  the  righu 
and  privileges  of  the  people  of  the  Territory.  In 
Mav,  1800^  the  very  first  section  of  the  act  relative 
to  the  territory  ceded  by  Georgia,  sets  up  and  ex- 
tends this  ordinance  to  that  country,  by  expreav 
reference;  again,  in  April,  1802,  tbe  articles  of 
agreement  between  the  United  St*le»  and  the 
Sute  of  Georgia,  for  the  cession  of  the  Yazoo 
lands,  recognise  the  authority  of  the  same  ordi- 
nance, and  stipulate  for  the  future  admission  of 
the  ceded  territory  "  into  the  Union,"  on  the  same 
conditions  and  restrictions,  and  with  the  same  priv- 
ileges, and  in  the  .same  manner,  "as  is  provided  by 
that  ordinance." 

Such  being  the  state  of  facts  connected  with 
this  ordinance,  at  the  time  of  making  the  Louisi- 
ana treaty,  it  is  altogether  inconceivable  that  the 
American  Ministers,   in   constructing  an   article 
which  looked  to  the  future  incorporation  of  States 
from  a  territory  which  was  to  be  transferred  to  the 
United  States,  should  lose  sight  either  of  an  ordi- 
nance, or  of  the  practice  under  it,  which  conUined 
the  fundamental  principles  that  had  been  recognised 
and  adopted  in  every  lorraer  instance  of  the  admis- 
sion of  a  "  territorial"  Sute.     It  is  equally  impos- 
sible that  the  framers  of  the  treaty  should  have  in- 
tended to  tie  up  the  hands  of  Congress  from  the 
Dower  of  "  incorporating  the  inhabitants  into  the 
Union,"  in  the  same  mode  that  the  inhabitants  of 
other  territorial  possessions,  or  any  of  them,  had 
been  so  incorporated.    Hence,  it  irresistibly  follows, 
ihat  Congress,  by  incorporating  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri into  the  Union,  upon  the  same  principles  and 
with  similar  restrictions  to  those  which  at  the  time 
of  that  treaty  had  been  actually  moulded  into  the 
constitution  of  Ohio,  and  which  were  promulgated 
and   established  as  fundamentals   for   the  future 
States  to  be  erected  in  the  Northwestern  Territory, 
would  execute  the  treaty  not  only  in  the  spirit,  but 
to  the  very  letter.     Put  they  were  not  only  to  be 
incorporated  in  the  Union  ;  they  were  to  be  admit- 
ted, according  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Con- 
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stitutioo,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  immu- 
nities, and  advantages,  of  citizens  of  the  United  j 
States.  What,  then  is  a  just  description  of  rights, 
immunities,  and  advantages,  derivable  from  the 
Constitution  of  the  Cnited  States ;  for  it  is  these 
alone  which  fell  within  the  scope  of  the  authority 
of  the  negotiators  of  the  treaty  on  vour  behalf? 
They  were  not  intrusted  to  bargain  for  any  rights 
or  immunities  which  the  people  acquire  from  a 
State  or  a  Slate  from  the  people.  He  denied,  un- 
equivocally, that  what  was  called  the  right  of  self- 
government  in  the  people,  or  the  faculty  of  making 
a  State  constitution,  proceeded  from  the  principles 
of  the  Federal  Constitution.  On  the  contrary,  it 
was  an  original  right  in  the  people  of  the  several 
old  United  States,  vested  in  them  by  the  laws  of 
nature  and  nations,  when  sovereignty  was  feast 
upon  them,  and  they  were  compelled  to  form  these 
governments  for  themselves.  This  right  in  those 
old  inhabitants  was  paramount  to  the  formation 
of  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  had  been  exercised 
before  it  breathed  the  breathof  life.  It  was  physi- 
cally impx)ssible  to  place  the  people  of  the  .'jubse- 
quently  acquired  territory,  and  the  Stales  hereafter 
to  be  formed,  in  the  same  precise  relation  to  the  ; 
Union,  that  exists  between  the  Union  and  the  cit- 
izens of  the  old  States.  In  the  latter  connexion,  ; 
all  that  is  not  granted  to  the  Union  is  reserved  to  j 
the  States.  In  the  former,  all  that  is  not  granted  { 
to  the  new  Slate  is  reserved  to  the  Union.  In  one 
case,  the  Stales  are  the  sources  of  power,  and  the 
Constitution  is  the  reservoir ;  in  the  other,  tne  people 
of  the  United  Stales  are  the  fountain,  whence  must 
issue  the  streams  destined  lo  fertilize  and  irrigate 
the  ceded  territories,  and  Congress,  as  their  agents, 
may  and  ought  to  prescribe  tne  course  and  direc- 
tion, and  erect  the  mounds  and  the  dykes  which  a 
regard  to  the  common  welfare  may  demand.  In 
a  word,  he  insisted,  in  reference  to  the  two  cases, 
that  in  one  the  Stales  were  the  grantors,  and  the 
Constitution  the  grantee,  and  that  in  the  other,  the 
grantor  is  the  Constitution,  and  the  grantees  the 
territorial  States.  The  principles  of  the  Constitu^ 
tion  had  no  bearing  on  one  class  of  these  relations. 
Principles  are  postulates  which  constitute  the  es- 
sence of  the  subject  to  which  they  relate,  which 
make  it  what  it  is.  But  there  are  no  principles 
touching  the  municipal  relations  between  States 
and  citizens  in  the  federal  compact,  except  that  a 
republican  government  shall  be  guarantied.  For 
the  rest,  the  treaty  stipulations  determine  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Louisiana,  when  incorporated,  shall 
be  eligible  to  be  Presidents,  Vice  Presidents,  mem- 
bers oi  Congress,  and  capable  of  sustaining  all  of- 
fices under  the  Constitution,  civil  and  military, 
and  entitled  to  their  fair  and  proportionate  share 
of  all  the  great  contracts  and  little  contracts,  and 
to  all  sorts  of  privileges  and  advantages  enjoyed 
by  any  other  citizen  of  the  Union  in  that  capacity. 
But  it  does  not  secure  to  them  that  they  shall  be 
admitted  without  the  slave  inhibition,  as  was  Ten- 
nessee; nor  absolutely  subject  to  it  as  were  the 
Northwestern  territorial  Slates;  but  that  either 
one  or  the  other  of  those  modes  of  admission  should 
be  adopted  in  the  discretion  of  Congress,  exercised 
under  a  future  view  of  all  circumstances. 


This  is  sufficient  for  all  purposes ;  and  it  is  an 
unreasonable  complaint  from  the  lips  of  those  who 
have  been  the  subjects  of  a  despotic  governroent. 
that  they  are  degraded  by  being  plac^  on  a  level 
with  the  vigorous  and  flourishing  States  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois ;  whose  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives would  be  close  upon  his  heels,  and  with 
great  reason,  should  he  contend  that  they  were 
not  sovereign  States,  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
original  associate*.  He  was  not  disposed  to  ex- 
patiate upon  the  import  of  other  words  used  in  the 
treaty.  He  admitted  that  slaves,  considering  how 
valuable  a  portion  they  constituted  in  a  part  of 
Louisiana  at  the  epoch  of  the  treaty,  ought  to  be 
comprehended  in  the  term  "  property,"  and  pro- 
tected as  such  :  a  just  confidence  was  entertained, 
no  doubt,  that  they  should  be  preserved  and  pro- 
tected, and  that  slavery  would  be  permitted  in  that 
part  of  the  territory  where  that  unhappy  condition 
of  society  existed  ;  and  that,  where  it  did  not,  a 
.H)und  discretion  would  be  exercised  by  Congress. 
On  this  ground  the  State  of  Louisiana  is  not  in- 
hibited from  holding  slaves ;  and  on  this  same 
ground  the  amendment  does  not  affect  slaves  al- 
ready in  Missouri.  AU  abstract  discussions,  there- 
fore, on  the  philological  meaning  of  the  term 
"  property,"  were,  in  his  humble  opinion,  super- 
fluous, on  this  occasion. 

Having  shown,  as  bethought, conclusively, that 
no  impediment  could  be  found  in  the  treaty  of 
cession  to  the  annexation  of  the  proposed  condi- 
tion to  the  charter  requested  by  Missouri,  Mr.  O. 
was  prepared  lo  investigate  the  objections  sug- 
gested as  arising  from  the  Constitution.  As  his 
entire  reliance  was  placed  upon  the  express  power, 
and  he  felt  not  the  least  necessity  of^resorting  to 
any  constructive  or  implied  authority,  he  should 
advert  to  certain  clauses  of  the  Constitution,  cited 
on  both  sides,  in  which  no  express  power  was  ap- 
parent, merely  for  the  purpose  of  laying  them  out 
of  his  course.  The  first  of  these  was  the  article 
respecting  the  migration  or  importation  of  slaves. 
The  opponents  of  the  amendment  were  welcome 
to  that  article  and  to  any  construction  which  they 
had  seen  fit  to  attach  to  it.  He  had  no  disposition 
to  impair  the  force  of  the  arguments  of  his  friends, 
deduced  from  that  article.  They  might  be  satis- 
factory and  conclusive  in  their  estimation,  but  be 
had  always  believed  that  the  scope  of  that  article 
embraced  the  mischief  (and  that  only)  of  bringing 
slaves  into  the  United  States  from  foreign  coun- 
tries ;  that  importation  had  allusion  to  the  bring- 
ing in  by  water,  and  migration  to  the  introduction 
by  land  ;  but  that  it  never  was  contemplated  to 
prevent  a  proprietor  of  slaves  from  taking  them 
from  one  of*  the  old  States  into  another. 

In  support  of  this  construction,  Mr.  O.  recurred 
lo  the  lournal  of  the  Federal  Convention,  and 
traced  this  article  from  the  original  report  through 
the  various  amendments,  and  to  its  final  adoption 
in  its  present  form.  As,  he  said,  he  gathered  no 
assistance  from  that  article,  so  he  found  no  ob- 
stacle in  another,  which  had  been  cited  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Macon.)  He  meant  that  which  provided  for  the 
apportionment  of  representatives  and  taxes,  by  the 
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Constitutional  ratio,  on  States  "  hereafter"  to  be 
admitted   into   the  Union.     The  framers   of  the 
Constitution  well  understood  that  Kentucky  and 
the  western  division  of  North  Carolina  would,  at 
some  future  day,  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  and 
probably  other  Slates  in  which  slavery  was  al- 
ready existing.     They   merely   intended,  in  that 
erent,  that  the  same  ratio  should  be  applied  ;  and 
against  this  claim  nobodv  contends,     if  Missouri 
is  permitted  to  tolerate  slavery,  no  doubt  her  po- 
litical weight  will  be  augmented  by  the  whole 
number  of  slaves.     If  any  inference  arises  from 
this  consideration,  it  certainly  is  not  in  favor  of 
allowing  that  right.     This  article  in  the  Consti- 
tution, therefore,  proves  nothing  to  the  point  in 
controversy.     Mr.  O.  said   the  provision   of  the 
Constitution  on  which  he  placed  his  sole  depend- 
ence, and  considered  clear  and  all-sufficient  to  sup- 
port the  claim  of  right  to  annex  conditions  to  the 
admission  of  a  State,  was  the  third  section  of  the 
'  fourth  article,  which  conveys  the  power  of  admit- 
ting new  States  and  of  disposing  of  and  regula- 
ting the  Territories.     Let  us  occupy  a  moment  in 
fixing  the  definition  here  intended  of  the   term 
State.  It  is  a  word  of  various  signification.  Every 
independent  community  is  a  State.     Turkey  is  a 
State,  so   is  Russia,   and   the  various  European 
Governments^^  and  so  are  the  States  of  Barbary. 
The  States'  General  of  the  United  Provinces  used 
to  designate  the  individuals  who  represented  them, 
and  the  term  foreign  States  is  used  in  our  Con- 
stitution as  a  collective  name  and  description  for 
all  foreign  nations.     But  none  of  these  denomina- 
tions of  States  can  be  intended  by  the  phrase  in 
the  Constitution,  "New  States  may  be  admitted 
mto  this  Union."     We  alj  agree  that  these  words 
must  refer  exclusively  to  Ret>ublican  States.  Now, 
the  condition  of  the  United  States  and  its  territory 
at  the  time  of  forming  the  Constitution,  was  this— 
some  of  the  existing  States  might  not  at  first  ac- 
cede to  It.     New  States  (as  happened  with  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee)  might,  and  it  was  expected 
would,  be  formed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  old 
States.     Other  new  States,  it  was  distinctly  un- 
derstood, would  be  formed  within  the  Northwest- 
em  Territory.     The  provision  for  the  admission  of 
new  States  was,  then,  beyond  all  controversy,  in- 
tended to  apply  to  all  these  descriptions  of  States. 
Of  consequence,  it  comprehended  the  States  whose 
erection  and  establishment  was  provided  for  in  the 
ordinance  of  1787.     But  to  these,  the  inhibition  of 
slavery  was  attached,  as  well  as  other  conditions ; 
and  thus  jt  follows,  to  perfect  demonstration,  that 
the  term  "new  States,"  in  this  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution, imported  all  such   States  as  were  then 
ready,  or  as  were  expected  to  be  ready,  to  join  the 
Union ;  which  is  all  that  is  required  to  be  proved. 
In  short,  this  article  was  intended  to  provide  for 
the  admission   of   the   Northwestern   Territorial 
States,  as  well  as  others,  or  it  was  not.     If  it  did 
look  to  them,  it  looked  to  States  to  which  condi- 
tions were  annexed,  and  the  exclusion  of  servitude 
among  them.     If  it  did  not  regard  them,  there  is 
no  other  article,  in  virtue  of  which,  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Illinois,  or  indeed  any  Territoriel  State,  could 
t)e  admitted ;  and  they  ought  not  to  be  considered 


Admiuion  of  Maim*  and  Mimmri. 


SsMATt. 


as  members  of  this  Union.  In  short,  he  put  it  to 
the  Senate  with  the  utmost  confidence,  that  no 
man  could  read  the  ordinance  so  often  cited,  and 
think  of  the  advances  then  already  made  by  the 
people  of  Ohio  in  population,  and  their  preparation 
to  become  a  State,  and  deny  that  the  framers  of 
the  Constitution  had  them  in  their  view,  and 
prominently  so,  in  framing  that  article.  And  if 
that  were  true,  it  of  itself  made  an  end  of  all  ques- 
tion as  to  the  Constitutional  power.  If  that  one 
fact  were  granted,  it  was  enough  for  him.  For 
that  fact  alone,  by  showing  that  the  States  men- 
tioned in  the  ordinance  were  among  those  men- 
tioned in  the  article,  is  entirely  conclusive  to  show 
that  a  species  of  new  States  might  be  admitted 
into  the  Union,  upon  which  conditions  should 
have  been  imposed  by  Congress. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  Otis,  the  fair  and  undeniable 
conclusions  resulting  from  this  article,  do  not  rest 
here.     By  the  same  article,  Congresn  have  power 
to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regu- 
lations respecting  the  territory  and  other  property 
of  the  United  States.     Much  stress  had  been  laid, 
and  with  great  propriety,  upon  the  latter  branch 
of  this  power — that  "  of  making  the  needful  rules," 
(tc,  but  none  that  he  had  yet  seen  or  heard  upon 
the  first  words  "to  dispose  of."  dwr.     It  was  taken 
for  granted  that  these  words  imparted  to  Congress 
merely  the  faculty  of  selling  the  territorial  lands. 
But  he  claimed  for  them  a  much  greater  latitude. 
The  verb  "to  dispose,"  signified  not  merely  to  sell, 
but  to  "adapt,"  "to  form  for  any  purpose,"  "to 
apply  to  any  purpose,"  "to  place  in  any  condition," 
dec.     These  are  definitions  not  merely  to  be  found 
in  a  dictionary,  but  such  a.s  had,  by  legislative 
construction,  been  applied  to  this  very  subject.     In 
the  3d  section  of  the  act  enabling  the  people  of 
Ohio  to  form  a  Constitution,  is  provided,  among 
other  things,  that  all  that  part  of  the  territory  not 
included  within  the  boundaries  of  the  State,  shall 
be  attached  to  Indiana,   subject  to  be  hereatW 
"dispose<l  of"  by  Compress,  according  to  the  right 
reserved  in  the  5th  article  of  the  ordinance.     Upon 
adverting  to  this  article,  it  will  be  found  to  pre- 
scribe the  manner  of  forming  States,  and  of  ad- 
mitting them  into  the  Union,  and  not  at  all  to  the 
sale  or  alienation  of  the  lands.     Of  consequence, 
the  power  to  dispose  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States,  expressly  delegated   to   Congress   by  the 
Constitution,  is  to  be  executed  afterwards,  in  the 
same  mode  that   it   had    before   been   exercised, 
under   the   Confederation.     That    is   to   say,   by 
forming  it  into  States,  agreeably  to  its  pleasure  * 
and  discretion,  and  with  such  conditions  as  (with- 
out infringing  upon  a  republican  form)  its  views 
of  policy  might  dictate  and  require.     Here,  then, 
said  Mr.  O.,  is  found  an  express  and  indubitable 
power,  couched  in  language  free  from  ambiguity, 
to  admit  new^  States,  and  to  bind  them  by  com- 
pact to  the  observance  of  just  and  moral  condi- 
tions.    In  pursuance  of  this  authority,  limitations 
have  uniformly  accompanied   the  grant  of  the 
power  to  frame  State  constitutions.     The  ycrf 
a.ssignment  of  boundaries  is  in  the  nature  of  a  con- 
dition ;  so  are  restraints  upon  the  right  of  taxation ; 
the  language  of  judicial  proceedines;  the  security 


of  trial  by  jury,  and  of  habea$  eorjnu:  all  of  which 
•re  subjects  of  municipal  jurisdiction  in  the  old 
States ;  of  the  navigation  of  rivers ;  the  reservations 
of  mines,  and  of  the  soil  itself.  If  Congress  pos- 
sessed no  discretion  in  these  particulars,  the  entu« 
territory  of  Louisiana,  according  to  the  letter  of 
the  treaty,  should  hare  belonged  to  those  who 
were  inhabitants  at  the  time  of  the  cession,  and 
been  admitted,  as  one  State,  into  the  Union;  for 
the  requiring  the  inhabitants  of  one  part  to  con- 
fine their  jurisdiction  to  a  limited  tract,  was 
equivalent  to  imposing  a  condition  that  they  should 
renounce  the  residue;  for  which,  it  might  be  said, 
the  treaty  afforded  no  justification. 

Without  this  power  of  annexing  conditions,  the 
United  States,  he  said,  would  be  a  strange  anom- 
aly in  the  society  of  nations — compelled  to  admit 
to  their  bosom,  and  to  a  participation  of  their  fun- 
damental powers  and  privileges,  without  terms  or 
restrictions,  any  people  in  whatever  part  of  the 
world,  which  tne  Executive  Government  should 
acquire  by  treaty,  however  alien  their  laws  and 
usages  might  be  from  those  of  our  own  nation. 
For  it  is  insisted  that  a  colonial  policy  is  abhor- 
rent, from  the  genius  of  our  Constitution,  and  that 
States  must  be  formed  as  soon  as  possible  in  all 
our  possessions.  He  believed  no  nation  on  earth 
but  ourselves  were  ever  placed  in  such  a  predica- 
ment, nor  did  he  perceive  how  a  sovereign  State 
could  ever  form  a  union  with  a  foreign  sovereign 
or  people  without  such  a  power.  On  the  same 
foundation,  alone,  could  Scotland  be  held  to  the 
restrictions  imposed  by  the  artides  of  union  with 
Eugiand.  Cases,  and  those  by  no  means  extreme, 
■Ught  be  imagined,  in  which  the  exercise  of  such 
a  power  would  be  indispensable  to  the  safety  and 
policy  of  the  principal  State.  It  is  not  long,  for 
example,  since  the  feudal  system  prevailed  in 
France  ;  and  the  Inquisition,  though  with  fea- 
tures somewhat  relenting,  still  holds  its  iron  sway 
in  Spain.  Louisiana  has  belonged  to  these  na- 
tions m  succession.  He  knew  not  whether  feudal 
tenures  had  been  ever  introduced  into  that  coun- 
try I  but  there  was  nothing  extravagant  in  the  sup- 
position that  they,  or  at  least  some  of  the  badges 
of  feudality,  might  have  been  there  tolerated.  If 
such  had  been  the  circumstances,  should  the  Uni- 
ted States  be  held  to  admit  new  States  in  that 
territory,  without  stipulating  for  the  abolition  of 
these  tenures?  Must  we  have  subjected  our  citi- 
zens migrating  thither  to  all  the  oppressions  of 
villanage,  of  aids  and  services,  and  tne  detestable 
bondage  of  the  feudal  vassals  ?  Or,  if  a  branch 
of  the  Inquisition  had  been  established  there,  could 
we  not  have  interposed  to  put  down  that  pillar  of 
an  established  religion  ?  Or,  if  the  torture  had 
been  practised  as  it  was  under  the  civil  law  in 
France  and  Spain,  could  no  controlling  power  be 
retained  by  any  compact  or  agreement  to  extirpate 
that  abomination  ? 

Mr.  O.  said  he  would  suppose  another  case,  not 
likely  to  happen,  but  yet,  as  he  trusted,  not  out- 
rageously improbable.  There  were,  as  was  well 
known,  in  many  parts  of  this  country,  societies  of 
.  persons  called  ShaJurs,  of  good  moral  characters, 
and  exemplary  habits  of  industry,  whose  funda- 


mental doctrines  were  founded  on  the  dvtj  of 
celibacy.  They  are  also  a  rich  people,  and,  in 
some  of  the  States,  experience  interruptions  in 
their  endeavors  to  augment  their  numbers,  and 
inconveniences  from  laws  which  press  upon  their 
consciences,  especially  in  military  concerns.  Im- 
agine, sir,  said  he,  all  these  sects  combined  and 
determined  to  make,  a  pilgrimage,  and  become 
sojourners  in  this  new  country  of  promise.  Fig- 
ure to  yourself  four  or  five  thousand  adults  of  bom 
sexes,  with  their  children,  in  separate  and  dismal 
processions,  marching  beyond  the  Mississippi  ui^ 
they  should  find  a  spot  suited  to  their  occasions; 
then  halting,  and  sending  you  a  missionary,  with 
the  intelligence  of  their  demand  to  be  admitted  as 
a  State.  Are  you  bound  to  admit  them  without 
a  stipulation  tnat  they  shall  make  no  laws  pro- 
hibiting marriage,  at  the  moment  you  know  this 
to  be  the  main  design  of  their  emigration,  and 
thus  secure  to  a  sect  of  those  peculiar  and  anti- 
social tenets  a  monopoly  of  the  entire  State,  and 
a  power  of  virtually  excluding  from  its  jurisdic- 
tion the  great  mass  of  your  citizens  ?  There  is 
no  end  to  the  instances  which  might  be  multi- 
plied, wherein  your  interference  would  be  indis- 
pensable for  the  protection  of  your  citizens  and  the 
prevention  of  contagious  customs  and  institutions 
adverse  to  the  policy  and  nature  of  our  Govern- 
ment. The  consequences  of  the  doctrine  main- 
tained on  the  other  side 'would  be  detrimental  to 
the  Territorial  inhabitants ;  it  would  create  a  re- 
luctance to  admit  them  at  all  into  the  Union. 
Besides,  if  compacts  of  this  description  would  not 
be  obligatory  hereafter,  those  already  framed  are 
void,  and  being  void  in  part,  are  wholly  null. 
Hence  would  arise  uproar  and  confusion  wild : 
all  things  done  under  the  ordinance,  and  the  laws 
which  recognise  it,  are  liable  to  be  abrogated. 
The  great  and  flourishing  State  of  Ohio,  and  her 
contiguous  neighbors,  and  all  that  is  fixed  to  their 
soil,  snould  of  right  rev«-t  to  the  Union,  and  t^e 
grants  of  Georgia  and  North  Carolina  are  ipso 
facto  rescinded ;  for  the  subject-matter  being  not 
within  the  powers  of  the  Constitution,  all  con- 
tracts respecting  it,  or  growing  out  of  it,  must  be 
void. 

Here,  then,  Mr.  O.  said,  he  might  safely  rest  the 
question.  Language  could  not  furnish  a  power 
more  clear  and  express  than  the  Constitutional 
article  to  admit  new  States ;  and,  having  these 
express  words  for  his  basis,  he  would  again  re- 
quest nothing  better  than  the  speech  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  ;  not  his  speech  of  yesterday, 
but  the  model  of  forensic  argument  and  eloquence 
which  be  had  exhibited  in  the  case  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  to  show  that  the  faculty  of  im- 
posing conditions  was  among  the  necessary  deriv- 
ative powers,  even  if  the  meaning  of  the  word 
states  was  not  as  explicit  as  he  had  shown  it  to  be. 

In  the  view  which  he  had  thus  presented  of  the 
subject,  Mr.  O.  said,  he  had  endeavored  to  estab- 
lish principles,  which,  if  sound,  contained  a  sub- 
stantial refutation  of  the  most  important  dogmas 
advanced  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, thougli  not  in  the  order  in  which  they  had 
been  arranged  by  him.    He  would,  therefore,  pass 
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npidly  over  a  review  of  some  of  his  objections, 
though  his  answers  might  seem  like  repetitions  in 
another  form,  of  a  portion  of  his  previous  remarks  ; 
and  if,  among  the  specimens  of  brilliant  ores  and 
gems  that  were  scattered  through  the  honorable 
gentleman's  collection,  he  should  occasionally  find 
some  whose  genuineness  he  doubted,  he  would 
take  leave  to  point  them  out,  though  his  unskilful 
finger  might  disturb  the  beauty  of  the  whole  ar- 
rangement. The  honorable  member  had  dwelt 
with  great  pathos  upon  the  enormous  character  of 
the  power  claimed  lor  Congress  under  the  Consti- 
tution, and  its  consequent  liability  to  abuae.  But 
the  power  of  full  sovereignty  is  in  its  nature  enor- 
mous. If  the  United  States  are  capable  of  takmg 
and  holding  a  grant  in  full  sovereignty,  there  is  no 
security  against  their  abuse  of  powers,  except  what 
arises  from  the  character  of  the  people  and  their 
institutions.  Here,  however,  limitations  are  pro- 
vided by  the  treaty.  There  can  be  no  abuse  of 
power  where  the  inhabitants  are  entitled  to  all  the 
rights  of  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

It  has  been  also  contended,  that,  as  Congress 
has  not  the  Constitutional  power  to  establish,  so 
neither  is  it  competent  to  abolish  slavery.  To  this 
he  answered,  that  the  attempt  was  neither  to  do 
the  one  or  the  other ;  but  to  prevent  its  introduc- 
tion, by  a  fair  compact,  into  a  new  region,  where 
it  had  not  been  established  by  law.  He  disavowed 
entirely  the  right  of  Congress  to  interpose  its  au- 
thority in  relation  to  slavery  in  the  old  States,  and 
protested  against  the  wish  or  design  to  promote  a 
general  emancipation  of  their  slaves,  nothing 
doubting  but  that  such  a  measure  would  be  preg- 
nant with  evil  to  master  and  man.  A  more  im- 
portant principle  asserted  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, he  said,  was  this :  Tnat  when  Missouri  be- 
comes a  State,  she  would  acquire,  ip*o  facto,  the 
right  to  abrogate  our  restrictions  as  an  incident  to 
State  sovereignty.  This  assertion  is,  in  fact,  beg- 
ging the  question.  If,  by  the  Constitution,  condi- 
tions may  be  imposed  as  precedent  to  her  becom- 
ing a  State,  they  cannot  be  rescinded  by  Missouri 
in  her  capacity  of  State.  There  is  the  widest 
possible  distinction  between  legislating  upon  the 
mtemal  concerns  of  a  State,  after  she  assumes  that 
character,  and  framing  a  compact  by  a  legislative 
act  previously  to  that  event,  which  is  to  constitute, 
prospectively,  the  fundamentals  of  their  future 
Constitution.  In  order  to  effect  the  latter  object, 
it  is  necessary  only  to  settle  the  question,  whether 
the  inhabitants  of  a  territory  have  a  capacity  to 
contract?  If  they  are  desutute  of  this  power, 
there  is  no  safety  in  dealing  with  them,  no  secu- 
rity for  any  of  your  reservations,  for  your  exemp- 
tion from  taxation  on  your  own  lands,  for  securing 
the  trial  by  jury,  or  nabeas  corpus,  or  any  other 
privilege.  If  they,  on  the  contrary,  are  capable  of 
making  a  compact,  how  can  they  become  entitled 
to  conamit  a  fraud  by  breaking  it,  in  consequence 
of  changing  the  form  of  their  community?  If 
they  can  bind  the  United  States  they  can  bind 
themselves.  If  they  can  claim  charter  rights,  they 
MBBt  be  held  to  the  performance  of  charter  obliga- 
tKWM  and  conditions.  The  people  of  the  United 
States  have  framed  a  Constitution ;  but  their  debts. 


contracts,  and  obligationr,  antecedently  incurred, 
have  not  been,  and  can  never  be,  with  justice  or 
honor,  renounced.  It  would  be  a  most  unhappy 
exposition  of  State  rights  that  should  render  the 
opposite  theory  convincing  to  the  nation  :  its  mo- 
ral would  be,  that  no  good  faith  could  be  expected 
from  a  territorial  population^  and  its  corollary, 
that  no  bargain  should  be  mafle  with  them. 

It  has  also  been  strenuously  urged,  that  you  can- 
not exact  from  one  State  considerations  for  her 
admission  which  you  dispense  with  in  others,  and 
that  Missouri,  reduced  to  a  pigmy,  a  shadow,  with 
amputated  limbs  and  restricted  faculties,  would 
not  l)e  a  State  within  the  meaning  of  the  Consti- 
tution. But,  he  replied,  there  is  not  an  exaction 
of  any  consideration  whatever  in  the  proposed  in- 
stance. A  consideration  is  doing  or  forbearing 
what  the  party  granting  it  may  lawfully  do  or  for- 
bear. But  Missouri  neither  does,  or  refrains  from 
doing,  any  thing  for  the  benefit  of  the  Union. 
She  requires  a  boon ;  it  is  ofl'ered  on  conditions 
demanded  by  your  views  of  right  and  policy. 
She  may  accept  or  not.  Whether  she  would  be 
a  State  on  an  equal  fooling,  he  must  again  leave 
to  the  honorable  members  from  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois.  Let  them  decide  whether  they  conceive 
themselves  to  be  members  of  degraded  States, 
shorn  of  the  rights  of  freedom  and  independence. 
He  should  not  like  to  face  the  storm  that  would 
gather  over  him  who  should  underuke  to  prove 
this  to  their  faces. 

Again,  it  is  insisted,  that  you  cannot  make  a 
grant  and  annex  to  it  conditions  repugnant  to  its 
nature,  which  must  defeat  iu  operations.  Here,  he 
declared  once  more,  with  all  due  respect,  was  an- 
other petitio  principii.  The  condition  was  prece- 
dent in  its  nature,  independent  of  the  grant,  bind- 
ing before  it  goes  into  operation.  It  takes  nothing 
from  the  State,  but  imposes  a  disqualification  upon 
the  people  of  the  territory  before  they  become  a 
State,  which  binds  thom  in  good  faith  from  doing 
afterwards  an  act  affecting  injuriously  the  interests 
of  those  from  whom  the  grant  of  State  power  is 
derived.  To  illustrate  the  principle  by  an  exam- 
ple from  common  life:  If  a  man,  having  an  estate 
and  children,  should  promise  his  nephew  to  make 
him  equal  to  his  children,  by  giving  nim,  at  a  cer- 
tain period,  a  share  in  the  estate,  and,  upon  his 
claiming  the  performance  of  his  promixe,  the  donor 
should  require  from  him  a  stipulation  that  he 
should  bring  no  dogs  upon  the  farm,  there  being 
already  more  kept  in  the  family  than  was  con- 
sistent with  the  safety  or  convenience  of  the  actual 
occupants,  there  would  seem  to  be,  in  such  a  re- 
quest, nothing  unreasonable,  and  in  the  agreement 
nothing  repugnant  to  the  equitable  performance  of 
the  promise.  No  ridiculous,  or  invidious,  or  de- 
grading allusion,  however,  was  intended  by  the 
comparison  of  the  cases. 

Great  stress,  he  observed,  had  been  placed,  not 
only  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
but  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina also,  upon  the  presumed  analogy  between  the 
controversy  of  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies  and 
the  relations  of  the  United  States  and  Missouri,  if 
the  amendment  should  prevail.     But   he  denied 
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that  the  revolt  of  the  American  colonies  origin- 
ated in  their  unwillingness  to  conform  to  the  terms 
of  their  charters.  The  reverse  of  this  is  the  truth. 
It  was  the  violation  of  chartered  rights  by  the  mo- 
ther country  which  forced  the  colonies  to  resort  to 
arms.  But  he  did  not  believe  the  good  people  of 
Missouri  would  have  recourse  to  such  an  extremity, 
in  pursuit  of  a  right  which  they  should  have  re- 
linquished. They  would  find  no  supporters  or  al- 
lies in  a  cause  odious  and  unjust. 

We  are  admonished,  sir,  said  he,  of  the  distance 
of  the  proposed  new  State.  With  distance,  it  is 
eloquently  repeated,  even  despotism  must  truck  and 
huckster.  But  the  very  distance  furnishes  a  suffi- 
cient reason  for  peopling  the  country  with  inhabi- 
tants whose  strength  and  resources  will  not  be 
impaired  by  a  slave  population.  We  are  also  apas- 
trophized  to  know  why  we  object  to  the  diffusion 
of  slavery  ?  Whether  it  is  not  to  force  manumis- 
sion ?  And  it  is  added  that  we  cannot  get  rid  of 
those  who  are  emancipated  ;  but,  by  opening  the 
door,  the  master  and  slave  will  migrate  together, 
and  the  condition  of  both  will  be  meliorated — 
while,  in  the  other  event,  the  master  will  go  and 
the  slave  stay,  and  the  state  of  all  those  who  are 
left  behind  will  be  still  more  unfortunate.  All  the 
arguments,  he  said,  which  had  been  pressed  upon 
these  points  proceeded  upon  the  admission  that  a 
redundant  slave  population  was  an  evil,  and  an 
evil  too  whose  tendency  was  to  increase.  He  cer- 
tainly was  not  now  prepared  to  go  into  a  consid- 
eration of  the  nature  and  extent  of  this  evil  in  the 
old  States,  or  of  any  present  or  future  remedy.  It 
was,  however,  a  subject  of  most  serious  reflection, 
from  which  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
could  not  always  escape.  It  wa.s  a  common  con- 
cern, and  he  doubted  not  that  the  wisdom  of  the 
nation  would,  in  sufficient  season,  find  some  ade- 
quate means  of  relief  for  the  threatened  calamity, 
and  to  this  end,  and  in  reasonable  measure,  supply 
the  needful  funds.  But,  it  was  enough  for  nis 
present  purpose,  that  opening  the  door  would  ag- 
gravate the  evil,  and  spread  it  far  and  wide.  If  it 
were  now  an  acknowledged  evil  in  the  old  States, 
it  must  speedily  become  so  in  the  new  ones.  Con- 
gress is  the  guardian  of  the  rights,  not  of  the  pre- 
sent generation  only,  but  of  posterity ;  and,  how- 
ever remote  might  be  the  period,  the  time  must 
happen  when  the  inconveniences  of  a  slave  popu- 
lation, whatever  is  their  nature,  would,  if  the 
amendment  were  rejected,  be  amplified  to  an  ex- 
tent that  would  be  absolutely  remediless. 

In  considering  the  expediency  of  the  proposed 
measure,  Mr.  Otis  observed  that  he  should  confine 
himself  within  very  limited  bounds.  It  involved 
a  prodigious  variety  of  topics,  on  which  he  could 
not  touch  without  being  misunderstood.  Besides, 
all  the  principal  views  of  which  the  question  was 
susceptible  had  been  exhibited  in  various  publica- 
tions. He  would  not  attempt  to  describe  the  effects 
of  slavery  upon  the  state  of  society  in  which  it 
existed.  He  would  leave  that  exclusively  to  the 
judgment  and  opinions  of  the  individuals  compos- 
ing that  society.  With  respect  to  those  persons, 
as  individuals,  he  was  ready  to  admit  that  he  be- 
lieved them  to  be  as  wise,  as  good,  as  just,  and  as 


generoos  as  those  of  any  other  section  of  the  coim- 
try.  Among  them  he  should  be  at  no  loss  to  choose 
his  friends  or  his  executors.  Every  man  felt,  or 
ought  to  feel,  a  predilection  for  his  dear  and  native 
home.  He  felt  it  in  its  full  force  without  any 
illiberal  prejudice  towards  other  States  or  their 
citizens.  It  was  also  a  great  error  to  impute  to 
the  North  an  antipathy  and  cold  feeling  of  security 
respecting  the  situation  of  the  South  in  the  par- 
ticular of  their  slave  population.  Whatever  diffi- 
culty, embarrassment,  or  danger  could  be  foreseen, 
connected  with  that  object,  must  affect  the  entire 
Union  ;  and  called  loudly  upon  their  combined 
intelligence  and  fraternal  feelings  to  adopt  the  pre- 
ventives as  it  would  to  apply  the  remedy.  These 
remarks  he  made  in  no  spirit  of  adulation,  but  of 
sincerity.  He  would  acknowledge,  too,  that,  in 
supporting  the  amendment,  he  was  not  influenced 
by  maxims  or  inductions  from  any  religious  or 
moral  code,  that  might  serve  as  a  rule  for  his  pri- 
vate Conduct,  or  for  nis  opinions  as  a  num.  Nei- 
ther did  the  claims  of  humanity,  as  affecting  the 
wretched  beings  who  were  doomed  to  twndage, 
decide  him  in  his  course  on  this  occasion.  He 
looked  to  it  entirely  as  a  question  of  policy,  affect- 
ing the  equitable  rights  of^the  various  parts  of  the 
Union,  and  the  security  and  welfare  oi  the  whole 
people  now  and  hereafter. 

It  might  be  conceded  that  the  conjdition  of  the 
slaves  would  be  improved  by  opening  this  flood- 
gate, and  the  whole  force  of  his  motives  would 
still  be  in  reserve.  His  charity  and  humanity  b^^an 
at  home.  He  rested  on  the  solitary  ground  ol  an 
admitted  political  evil,  which  slavery  was  ac- 
knowledged to  be,  and  which  he  conceived  it  to 
be  in  a  variety  of  particulars ;  and  then  inquired 
whether  its  introduction  into  this  new  world  would 
not  tend  to  promote  its  indefinite  extension  ?  If  so, 
could  he  rightfully,  and  was  he  bound  in  con- 
science and  duty,  to  oppose  a  barrier  to  its  pro- 
gress ?  This  he  would  do  first,  and  meet  the  evil 
afterwards,  in  its  compressed  and  inevitable  shape. 
In  this  lignt,  he  regarded  the  diffusion  of  slavery 
as  pregnant  with  great  injustice  and  danger.  •  It 
was  not  only  unjust  in  reference  to  the  white  peo- 
pled States,  but  it  was  bringing  into  contact  with 
loreign  nations,  with  England,  Spain,  and  perhaps 
Russia,  a  weak  frontier  and  the  degraded  instru- 
ments of  intrigue  and  revolution,  which  their 
owners  might  not  be  able  in  process  of  time  to 
hold  in  check.  On  the  other  hand,  let  the  counUy 
be  settled  by  a  white  population,  and  the  security 
of  the  slaveholding  States  would  be  increasea, 
and  the  strength  of  the  whole  nation  essentially 
promoted. 

There  was  a  subject  on  which  he  never  thought, 
in  connexion  with  the  present  inquiry,  but  with 
uneasiness  and  regret,  and  to  which,  he  would  now 
do  no  more  than  slightly  allude.  It  was  the  state 
of  affairs  in  the  blaclt  empire,  rising  up  in  the  At- 
lantic, so  far  as  it  was  open  to  an  examination. 
There  was  a  phenomenon  which  modern  times 
bad  not  witne&ied — a  nation  of  black  people,  in- 
tent upon  improving  in  the  arts  of  civilization, 
bold,  fierce,  and  warlike,  and  growing  more  and 
more  capable  of  ruminating  and  feeling  for  the  op- 
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preraions  inflicted  upoD  their  race  from  time  im- 
memorial. First,  or  last,  these  people  will  be 
acknowledged  as  an  independent  Sute,  and  com- 
merce will  give  them  access  to  all  parts  of  your 
country.  Whenever  he  imagined  Louisiana  peo- 
pled by  slaves,  scattered  in  immense  groups  through- 
out that  vast  region  ;  and  the  face  of  tne  country 
itself;  possibilities  resulting  from  an  intercourse 
with  St.  Domingo,  rushed  upon  his  mind,  which 
it  was  enough  merely  to  intimate,  to  be  understood. 
He  would  then  leave  the  question  of  expediency, 
inexhaustible  as  he  felt  it  to  be,  with  these  few 
general  remarks,  being  unable  to  agree  to  any  mea- 
sure which  should  counteract  the  spirit  of  the  age, 
by  increasing  the  mischiefs  of  slavery  to  a  degree 
boundless  in  extent,  and  perpetual  in  duration,  and 
to  entail  on  posterity  a  scourge,  for  which  we  re- 
proach the  memory  of  our  ancestors. 

WsDNEgDAY,  January  26. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sanford  the  respective 
claims  of  Moses  Atwater  and  John  Despard,  on 
account  of  property  destroyed  during  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain,  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition  of  Mathew 
Carey  and  others,  inhabiunts  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  printed 
books,  praying  protection  and  encouragement ;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
nons, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Michael 
Pepper,  of  Preston,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
praying  a  pension,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a 
resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Taylor, 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  mariner,  praying  a  pen- 
sion, also  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  reso- 
hition,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not 
to  be  granted.  The  report  and  resolution  were 
read. 

Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
President,  Directors,  and  Company,  of  the  Mer- 
chants' Bank  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  praying 
the  repayment  of  certain  stamp  duties,  for  reasons 
stated  in  the  memorial ;  whicn  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Hdnter  also  presented  the  petition  of  Jacob 
Babbitt,  merchant,  of  the  port  of  Bristol,  in  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  praying  the  remission  of 
duties  on  a  large  quantity  of  sugar,  which  was 
totally  destroyed  by  the  great  storm  on  the  23d  of 
September,  1815,  as  stated  in  the  petition;  which 
was  read,  and  refered  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactiires. 

Mr.  Thomas  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Heaoived,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Poet  Office 
and  Po«t  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  estabiiabing  «  po«t  road  from  Carmi,  in 
White  county,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  by  Mount 
Vernon,  in  Jefferaon  county,  to  Carlyle,  in  Wtahing- 
ton  coool^,  i^  the  aame  Sut«. 
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Mr.  RoBEBTa,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Jennings  O'Bannon,  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  RcoQLEs  presented  the  petition  of  Sarah 
Macomb,  widow,  and  executrix  of  the  late  William 
Macomb,  of  Detroit,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
praying  that  his  legal  representatives  may  be  con- 
firmed in  their  title  to  the  island  of  Grape  Isle, 
as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  re^ 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

A^r.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Thomas  H.  Boyles,  praying  a  patent  may 
issiie  in  his  favor  for  certain  lands,  as  stated  in  the 
petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  also  submitted  the 
following  motion  for  consideration  : 

liaohtdj  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Landa  be 
inatrucied  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  protecting 
any  occupant  in  hia  poMeaaion,  when  the  land  oo 
which  he  aball  have  aettjed  abail  be  aold,  after  the 
month  uf  March  in  any  year,  until  he  ahali  have  mad* 
and  gathered  hia  cro|). 

Mr.  M ELLEN  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Koada  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  estabiiahing  a  post  road  from  the  town  of 
8edgewitk,  to  the  town  of  Deer  lale,  in  the  District  of 
Maine. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  25th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the 
exoediency  of  establishing  two  additional  land 
offices  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  agreed  thereto. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  to 
supply  the  deficiency  in  the  appropriations  here- 
tofore made,  for  the  completion  of  the  repairs  of 
the  north  and  south  wings  of  the  Capitol,  for  fin- 
ishing the  President's  house,  and  the  erection  of 
two  new  Executive  offices,"  in  which  bill  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  credentialsof  William  Logan,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on 
the  4th  day  of  March  last,  were  communicated 
and  read. 

The  resolutions  of  Mr.  Dickebson  for  amending 
the  Constitution  were  further  postponed  to  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  JoHNBON,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  p«lti- 
tion  of  the  heirs  and  executors  of  John  O'Conner, 
praying  to  be  confirmed  in  their  claim  to  a  certain 
tract  of  land  on  Buffalo  Creek,  in  the  State  of 
Mississippi ;  and,  also,  the  petition  of  Hyacinthe 
Bernard,  of  Louisiana,  praying  to  be  confirmed  in 
his  title  to  certain  land,  as  stated  in  the  petition ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

JAMES  WARREN.      ,.  , 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James  War- 


ffcn,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolation, 
that  the  petitioner  have  leare  to  withdraw  his  pe- 
tition. The  report  aad  neMolution'were  rea<L  The 
BCport  is  as  follows : 

Tb«  Committee  c4  Claima,  lo  wbeai  waa  refened  the 

petition  of  J  a  mca  Warren,  lobmit  the  following  re- 
port: The  petitioner  statea  that  he  waa  a  Ueuteoant 
on  board  the  Alliance  frigate  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  commanded  by  Captaio  Peter  Landaia,  which 
Teeeel  took  certain  prises,  and  carried  them  into  the 
port  of  Bergen,  in  Norway,  from  whence  tbey  were 
aiven  up  to  the  enemy  by  the  Daniah  Goverament. 
The  petitioner  praya  the  payment  of  hia  ahare  of  said 
prizea.  The  annexed  report  from  the  Department  of 
State  shows  that,  though  the  Government  has  never 
abandoned  the  claim  on  the  Daniah  Government  for 
the  value  of  these  prizea,  there  u  no  reaaonable  hope 
that  any  thing  will  be  obtained.  The  committee  think 
it  unnecessary  to  remark  further  on  thia  subject,  and 
aubmitthe  following  resolution  : 

Retolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  wiA* 
draw  bis  petition. 

DiPAanfKKT  or  Statx,  Jan.  S3,  1820. 

8rm  :  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing,  for  the  infor- 
tMatton  of  the  rommtttee,  copies  of  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  (Mr.  Monroe)  to  the  Danish  Min- 
ister,  Mr.  Pedersen,  dated  the  14 th  of  December,  1812, 
and  of  hi«  anawer,  dated  the  19th  of  the  aame  month, 
aince  which  there  haa  been  no  further  communication 
with  the  Danish  Government  relating  to  the  cUim 
upon  which  the  petition  of  Jamea  Warren*  herewith 
returned,  ia  founded.  The  impresaion  of  thia  peti- 
tioner that  (he  Danish  Government  ever  ordered  any^ 
part  of  this  claim  lobe  paid  to  the  .\marioen  claimaota 
appeara  to  be  unfounded.  It  haa  never  Iteen,  on  the 
part  of  ibe  United  States,  abandoned  ;  but  it  has  long 
since  ceased  to  be  an  object  upon  which  negotiation 
could  oSst  any  prospect  of  success.     I  am,  &c 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

JoaiTHAa  Roasara,  Esq., 

Chairman  Committee  of  Claim*,  Senate. 

DcpiBTaKKT  or  State,  Dec.  14,  181S. 

8ia :  It  is  perhaps  known  to  you  that,  in  the  year 
1779,  the  United  Sutes  frigate  Alliance,  CapUia 
Landais,  took  three  prizes,  which  were  carried  into 
the  port  of  Bergen,  in  Norway,  and  were  afterwarda 
delivered  up  to  the  captured,  upon  the  demand  of  the 
British  Minister  at  your  Court,  on  the  ground  that  the 
King  of  Denmark  '*  bad  not  yet  acknowledged  the 
indep«'ndence  of  the  colonies  asaociated  against  Eng- 
land." 

The  legal  claimants  have  never  ccaacd  to  expect 
from  the  Government  of  Denmark  the  payment  of  the 
value  of  these  prizes  which  was  computed  at  fiAy 
thousand  pounds  aterling,  including  the  cargoca  of 
the  three  captured  veasels,  viz :  of  the  ships  Betsey, 
Union,  and  Charming  Polly. 

Some  of  these  claimanta  have  lately  beard  that  yoor 
Government  has  directed  the  payment  of  that  money 
to  them.  I  ahall  be  glad  to  know  of  yon  whether  each 
an  order  haa  been  issued,  and,  in  case  it  has,  in  what 
mode  it  will  be  executed.  Thia  Government  takes 
much  interest  in  obtaining  for  the  partira  a  sum  which 
ia  believed  to  be  justly  due  to  them,  and  I  should  l«e 
happy  in  being  able  to  confirm  to  ihem  the  report  of 
.  the  tavorablo  disposition  of  your  Government  in  that 
respect  which  haa  reached  them. 

Should  no  step  have  been  already  taken,  I  haee  to 
16th  CoN.  1st  Sess.— 9 


M^oaat  that  you  will  have  the  goodnesa  to  bring  the 
daim  before  yo«r  aovereigo,  and  to  obtain  hiadaclaraa 
on  it.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dee. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
PxTxa  Pxaiaaov,  Eeq., 

Ckargd  d' Affaire*  from  Denmark. 

FHiLAOiLraiA,  Dee.  19,  1819. 

Sia  :  I  have  bad  the  honor  to  receive  y»ur  letter  of 

the  14th,  and  observe  that  a  report  had  reached  yea 

of  my  Government  having  directed  the  payment  of 

the  money  claimed  on  account  of  three  prixee,  which, 

in  the  year  1779,  were  carried  into  the  port  of  Bergen, 

J  in  Norway,  but  afterwards  delivered  np  to  the  eaptared, 

I  npon    the  demand  of  the    British    Minuter,  on  tht 

j  ground  that  the  King  of  Denmark  bad   not  acknow- 

I  ledged  the  independence  ofthethen  coleniea  aaeociatod 

I  against  England. 

I  In  reply  to  your  queries  relating  to  thia  an^jeet,  I 
I  beg  leave  to  observe  that  my  Government,  although 
perfectly  ready  at  the  time  to  enter  into  a  friendly 
j  negotiation  on  the  above-mentioned  claim,  had  never 
'  admitted  it  as  a  fair  and  legal  one,  and  it  haa  for  many 
years  already  conaidered  it  aa  a  superannuated  and 
rabandoned  afEur. 

I      When,  in  the  year  1806,  Captain  Laodaia  petitioned 

;  Congreaa  for  relief^  and  the  above  claim,  in  cooae- 

!  quence  thereof,  waa  reported  upon  and  exhibited  to 

:  Congress,  I  considered  it  my  duty  to  protest  againat  it, 

(aa  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  my  letter  addresaed  to 

;  the  then  SecreUry  of  State,  dated  February  17,  1806,) 

particularly  ao  aa  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  reneva- 

>  tlon  of  that  ancient  pretended  claim  upon  my  Govem- 

'  ment  then  had,  and  I  fear  ever  since  has  had,  the  un- 

;  fortunate  efiect  of  retarding  the  favorable  final  dectaioa 

of  two  acknowledged  very  fair  daima  upon  the  Gov* 

ernroent  of  the  United  Statea  for  the  Daniah  veaaell 

the  Mercator  and  the  Heodrick  ;  although  theae  have 

:  not  the  most  distant  connexion  with  the  above-me»> 

tioned,  and  therefore  in  equity  ought  not,  and  I  hepa 

'  will  not  much  longer,  thereby  be  affected.   .  • 

In  having  the  honor  of  submitting  to  you  thcee  oh* 
!  eervations,  I  must,  however,  acknowledge  that  I  nm 
'  without  any  late  information  from  my  Government. 
.  You  will,  in  the  mean  time,  perceive,  air,  that  th« 
<  correctness  of  the  rumor  above  alluded  to  ia  not  verj 
'  probable  ;  and,  although  I  regret  extremely  that  the 
,  Government  of  the  United  States  at  this  time  ahould 
I  deaire  this  claim  to  be  renewed  and  examined  into,  I 
I  shall,  in  compliance  with  your  request,  avail  myae^ 
I  of  the  firat  opportunity  for  aubmitting  to  my  Gowra* 
,  ment  a  copy  of  jour  letter,  accompanied  with  each 
'  observations  as  the  occasion  may  require.  I  hare  tha 
j  honor  to  be,  Ac.  P.  PEDERSEN. 

'      Hon.  James  Mokbob,  Sec'ry  of  State. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
'  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  NichoUs, 
j  also,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution, 
I  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his 
I  petition.     The  report  and  resolution  were  read: 
AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 
Mr.  Noble  communicated  the  following  rela- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Indiana, 
',  which  were  read :  \ 

I      Rewolved  by  the  General  Attembly  of  the  State  of 
I  Indiana,  That  they  do  concur  in  the  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  propoieJ  to  the 
conaideration  of  the  several   Statea,   by  tie  State  of 
Prnnsylvania,  which  ia  as  fellowa,  to  wit : 
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**  CoDgreu  ahall  mmke  no  law  to  erert  or  incorporata 
say  bank  or  other  monejed  inatitutioa  ezwpt  within 
tha  District  of  Columbia;  and  avery  bank  or  otbar 
monejet]  institation,  which  Bhail  be  ettablinhed  by  the 
authority  of  Congress,  shall,  together  with  its  branches 
and  offices  of  diacoQDt  and  depoaite,  be  confined  to  the 
District  of  Colombia." 

Rt$olrxd,  That  our  Senators  and  Representatives 
in  Congress  be  requested  to  use  their  exertions  to 
procure  the  adoption  of  the  foregoing  amendment. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  of  this  State  be  ra- 
qoastad  to  transmit  copies  of  the  foregoing  proposed 
amendment  and  resolution*  to  each  of  our  Senators 
and  our  Repreaentative  in  Congress,  and,  also,  to  tba 
Eiecutivrs  of  the  several  States,  with  a  rt(juest  that 
tbej  lay  the  same  before  the  Legislatures  thereof, 
aoliciting  their  cooperation  in  procuring  the  adoption 
of  tba  foregoing  amendmenL 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURI. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  Missouri  question. 

^  Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  observed,  that, 
after  the  Senate  had  beard  from  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Pinkpcey,)  a  speech 
of  five  hours  in  continuance,  not  less  distinguished 
for  its  logical  and  unsophisticated  reasoning,  and 
its  pure,  classical  style,  than  for  its  unrivalled  elo- 
qtieace  and  brilliancy  of  fancy,  and  which  bad 
been  preceded  by  a  number  oi  eloquent  spetH:hcs 
from  other  gentlemen,  on  the  same  .side  of  the 
question,  he  could  hardly  indulge  a  hope  that  the 
Senate  would  beliere,  at  this  late  hour  of  the  dis- 
cussion, any  further  light  could  be  shed  upon  it 
But,  as  he  believed  this  to  be  a  more  important 
subject  than  any  which  had  agitated  the  public 
mind  since  this  Government  had  been  established, 
if  the  Senate  would  have  the  goodne^s  to  give  him 
their  attention,  he  would  beg  leave  to  present  his 
humble  views.  He  knew  many  gentlemen  thought 
the  subject  already  exhausted  ;  and  he  would,  there- 
fore, tKat  he  might  not  contribute  further  to  weary 
the  patience  of  the  Senate,  carefully  avoid  touch- 
ing those  points  which  had  already  been  so  ably 
treated,  and  so  luminously  explained  by  others.  If 
he  should,  it  would  be  to  give  them  a  different  con- 
struction, and  from  reasons  different  from  those 
which  had  as  yet  been  applied. 

The  first  clause  of  the  ninth  section  of  the  first 
article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  following  words,  "  the  migration  or  impor- 
'  tation  of  such  persons  as  any  ol  the  States  now 
'  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  bhall  not  be 
'  prohibited  by  Congress  prior  to  the  year  18C8,  but 
'  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on  such  importa- 
'  tion,  aot  exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each  person," 
has  received  a  different  construction  by  difli>rent 
gentlemen,  on  both  sides  of  this  question ;  and  he 
would  beg  leave  to  give  it  his  construction.  The 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  the  .supreme 
law  of  the  land,  and,  like  all  other  laws,  nhen  any 
dorbts  arise  as  respects  its  meaning,  some  fixed 
rules  must  be  resorted  to  by  which  these  doubts 
can  be  solved.  The  rule  laid  down  by  one  of  the 
greatest  jurists  known  to  us,  (Judge  Blackstone,) 
IS,  to  ascertain,  by  the  fairest  and  most  rational 
means,  the  intention  of  the  law-giver  at  the  time 


the  law  was  made  or  enacted.  This  is  done  ia 
various  ways ;  either  by  the  words  of  the  law,  by 
the  subject-matter,  the  context,  the  effects  and  con- 
sequences, or  the  reason  and  spirit  of  the  law  itself. 
This  rule  has  not  only  the  sanction  of  Judge  Black- 
stone's  opinion,  but  it  has  the  sanction  of  reason 
on  its  side,  and  which  no  honorable  gentleman  of 
the  Senate  would  controvert. 

In  looking  to  the  reasons,  you  must  employ  all 
the  grounds  necessary  to  ascertain  for  what  pur- 
pose a  particular  principle  was  adopted  ;  and,  if  the 
words  of  a  law  are  douotful,  to  ascertain  what  par- 
ticular cause  led  to  the  tise  of  those  words  in  that 
law.  In  doing  this,  different  gentlemen  had  pre- 
sented to  the  view  of  the  Senate,  different  reasons 
why  the  words  "  migration  or  importation"  were 
used  in  this  section  of  the  Constitution.  Those 
gentlemen  who  premised  the  principle  of  restriction, 
did  it  on  the  authority  of  tne  words  migration  or 
importation.  They  say  the  slaveholding  States  re- 
fusal to  subscribe  to  the  Federal  Constitution,  un- 
less it  should  be  conceded  to  them  by  the  non-slave- 
holding  States,  that  they  should  oe  permitted  to 
continue  the  further  importation  of  slaves  from 
Africa,  until  the  year  1808 ;  and  in  compronmin^ 
the  principles  upon  which  the  Con.stitution  should 
be  framed,  they  yielded  to  the  General  (Jovern- 
ment  the  right,  after  that  period,  to  restrain  the 
migration  ot  slaves  from  one  State  to  another, 
and  hence  they  pretend  to  derive  the  power  vested 
in  Congress  to  inhibit  the  admission  of  slavery 
into  the  State  of  Missouri.  They  have  some  other 
grounds,  which  they  deem  auxiliary,  and  which  he 
would  examine  presently,  but  the  preceding  was 
their  strong  ground.  For  this  construction  they 
offer  no  reasons  but  that  it  comports  with  the  gen- 
eral principles  of  free  government,  and  the  spirit 
of  the  Declaration  of  Indej>rndence. 

On  the  other  hand,  gentlemen  who  oppose  the 
right  of  restriction  have  given  a  different  construc- 
tion, and  think  that  the  ,word  '*  migration"  is 
coupled  with  the  word  "  importation,"  and  is  sy- 
nonymous, and  that  the  import  of  it  is  entirely 
foreign ;  that  it  does  not  relate  to  our  domestic  re- 
lations, and  could  never  be  intended  to  regulate  the 
internal  distribution  of  our  slaves,  (Mr.  Pinkney, 
of  Maryland  ]  Some  other  constructions  had  been 
presented,  and  enforctxl  by  .strong  arguments,  [Mr. 
Walker,  of  Georgia.!  Tnese  grounds  of  construc- 
tion had  been  in  abler  hands  than  his,  and  he 
would  not  disturb  them ;  but  he  would  repose  his 
solution  of  these  words  on  a  ground  which  nad  not 
yet  btH'n  presented  to  tbe  Senate,  by  any  gentle- 
man on  either  side.  He  would  draw  it  from  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  itself;  and,  for  that 
purpose,  would  beg  leave  to  read  the  fin>t  clause  of 
that  declaration,  in  these  words : 

••  When,  in  the  course  of  human  evenis,  it  becomes 
necessary  (iir  one  penplr  to  itiiisolve  the  political  baads 
which  h«ve  coiinected  lliem  with  Another,  anil  to  as- 
sume, among  ihr  powers  of  the  earth,  the  separate  and 
equal  siation  to  which  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  na- 
ture's  Go«l  entitle  them,  a  decent  respect  to  tbe  opin- 
ioDN  of  munkiiid  requires  that  ihev  should  declare  the 
cdUfccs  which  impel  them  to  a  se^taration." 

It  then  speaks  of  a  long  train  of  abuses  and  nsur- 


pations  imposed  on  us  by  the  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, whose  yoke  we  were  then  about  to  shake  off; 
to  prove  which  a  number  of  facts  are  submitted. 
In  the  specification  of  these  facts,  dii>tinctly  and 
aeparately  set  forth  and  enumerated  in  that  decla- 
ratkm,  there  are  none  more  conspicuous  than  the 
following.  In  alluding  to  these  usurpations  and 
abuses,  it  says :    "  He  has  endeavored  to  prevent 

*  the  population  of  these  States;  for  that  purpose, 
'  obstructing  the  laws  for  the  naturalization  ol  for- 

•  eigners ;  refusing  to  pass  others  to  encourage  their 
'  migration  hither,  and  raising  the  conditions  of 
'  new  appropriations  of  lands."     This  is  the  only 
State  paper  in  which  the  word  migration  has  been 
used,  until  the  Constitution  was  formed.      This 
stamps  upon  it  a  character  which  cannot  be  doubt- 
ed ;  that  It  was  among  the  primary  objects  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  commencement  of  their  ca- 
reer, to  increase  their  population  by  migration  from 
what  was  then  called  the  mother  country,  and 
which  has  been  denied  them.     The  whole  popula- 
tioii  of  the  United  States  at  the  time  they  declared 
their  independence,  was  between  two  and  three 
millions  only.     This  gave  rise  to  the  great  defec- 
tion which  prevailed  among  the  inhabitants  in 
maiiy  of  the  States.     They  believed  all  the  physi- 
cal force  which  the  United  States  could  oppose  to 
Great  Britain  was  totally  inadequate,  and  therefore 
they  marshalled  themselves  on  the  side  of  His  Ma- 
jesty.    During  a  seven  years"  war  migration  was 
entirely  su.spended,  and  a  constant  waste  of  the  na- 
tive fwpulaiion  ensued.     The  war  terminated  late 
in  1783,  and  early  in  1787  this  Constitution  was 
formed;  and  here,  for  the  second  time,  in  which  it 
is  to  be  traced  in  any  public  act  of  the  Govern- 
ment, you  will  find  the  word  migration  settled  down 
in  the  Constitution.      At  that  time,  too,  many  of 
the  States  had  but  a  very  small  population,  scat- 
tered over  a  wide  extended  surface,  and  particu- 
larly so  in  the  Southern  State».    By  reason  of  this 
thin  population  their  frontiers  were  greatly  exposed, 
and  constantly  harassed  by  the  inroads  and  butch- 
eries of  the  savages,  whicli  even  the  Grovernment 
of  the  United  States  were  unable  to  repress  for 
many  years  after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution. 
Your  Northern  posts,  stipulated  to  be  surrendered 
by  the  treaty  which  terminated  your  Revolution- 
ary war,  were  detained  by  the  British  Government 
in  defiance  of  good  faith ;  and  your  population  was 
too  feeble  to  afford  you  an  army  to  enforce  the 
stipulations  of  the  treaty ;  and  you  were  obliged, 
in  1794,  to  have  recourse  to  negotiation,  to  enaUe 
your  Government  to  gain  possession  of  the  posts; 
and  obtained  them  by  a  bargain  not  very  much  to 
the  advantage  of  the  United  States.      Does  there 
exist  a  doubt  as  to  the  object  for  which  the  Con- 
vention introduced  into  theConstitution  that  word 
migration,  joined  with  the  word  importation  ?  The 
word  importation  is  agreed,  on  all  hands,  to  mean 
nothing  more   than   to  authorize  such  States  as 
thought  fit,  to  import  Africans.   The  necessity  and 
desire  for  the  migration  of  foreigners  was  much 
greater.     This  is  made  more  than  manifest  by  the 
prompt  manner  in  which  the  First  Congress  acted 
upon  the  subject  of  naturalization.     This  word  is 
coupled  with  that  of  migration ;  "and  in  the  same 


specification  of  injuries  and  usurpations,  comfdaia- 
ed  of  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  againit 
the  King  of  Great  Britain.  The  word  "  naturali- 
zation," as  it  stands  in  the  Constitution,  required 
Congress  to  give  it  efficacy  by  a  law.  This  Coo* 
gress  did  early  in  the  second  session  of  the  First 
Congress.  Tne  word  "  migration"  required  no  such 
aid  irom  Congress.  These  two  Constitutional  pro- 
visions were  clearly  intended  to  aid  each  other. 
Migration,  to  authorize  the  States  to  admit  for- 
eigners, and  naturalization  to  make  them  citizens. 
The  power  of  naturalizing  was  given  by  Congress 
to  the  courts  under  the  State  jurisdiction,  so  anx- 
ious were  they  to  encourage  the  growth  oi  popula- 
tion from  migration. 

But,  sir,  if  a  doubt  could  yet  exist,  as  to  the  true 
construction  of  this  word  ^'  migration,"  it  must  be 
completely  obviated  by  considering  what  was  the 
situation  of  the  several  States  in  regard  to  this  spe- 
cies of  population,  at  the  time  the  Constitution  was 
entered  mto  by  tne  several  States.  At  this  time 
all  the  States  in  the  Union  held  slaves,  exce^ 
Massachusetts.  All  the  States  north  of  Maryland 
were  desirous  of  selling  their  slaves,  and  found  a 
ready  market  in  the  Southern  States,  whither  they 
sent  them  in  ship  loads,  about  that  time,  and  after, 
until  they  relieved  themselves  of  the  greater  part 
of  their  slaves  by  sale.  Would  the  Northern  States 
have  ever  consented  to  such  a  power  in  the  Con- 
stitution, that  would  have  enabled  Congress  to  cut 
off  so  desirable  a  trafiSc,  by  preventing  slaves  from 
going  beyond  the  boundary  of  their  respective 
States?  But  it  is  not  till  after  they  have  sold  their 
slaves  from  among  themselves,  that  they  have 
made  the  discovery  that  Congress  can  restrain  their  * 
migration. 

It  is  said,  by  all,  that  the  slaveholding  States 
would  have  refused  to  come  into  the  Union,  if  the 
right  of  importing  had  not  been  yielded  to  them 
until  the  year  1808.  Were  not  the  reasons  infi- 
nitely stronger  to  resist  such  a  power  in  Congress, 
to  prevent  their  removal  immediately  after  they 
had  possessed  themselves  of  them  by  importation, 
together  with  every  other  part  of  tnat  species  of 
population  ?  That  they  must  be  fixed  to  the  soil, 
when  the  immense  tracts  of  the  most  fertile  lands 
of  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  and  the  vast  extent  of 
uninhabited  lands  now  forming  the  States  of  Ala- 
bama and  Mississippi,  were  without  population,  or 
nearly  so ;  and  holding  out  the  fairest  prospects  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Atlantic  States,  to  emigrate 
there  with  their  slaves.  It  is  impossible  that  men 
can  believe  it  for  a  moment. 

That  part  of  the  Constitution  which  is  foimd 
in  the  second  clause  of  the  third  section  of  the 
fourth  article,  which  says  "  the  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  dispose  of  and  make  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations  respecting  the  territory  or  other  pn4>- 
erty  belonging  to  the  United  Stated,"  has  been  re- 
lied upon  as  giving  the  power  to  Congress  to  im- 
pose such  rules  as  Congress  might  deem  necessary, 
and  therefore  could  inhibit  slavery.  This  clause 
of  the  Constitution  gave  to  Congress  a  right  to 
dispose  of  the  territory,  or  to  make  rules  and  re;g- 
ulations  respecting  it,  but  it  gives  no  right  over 
any  thing  but  the  territory  and  other  property  of 
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tke  United  Statps.    Blares  are  not  territory.    Aad 
it  would  be  just  as  proper  to  say  that  slares  were 
•erritoty,  as  to  say  that  it  gives  Congress  power  to 
^Uspoee  of  slaves,  because  it  has  power  to  make  all 
Beedful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  terri- 
tory.   By  what  principle,  or  by  what  rule,  do  you 
api^y  the  power  over  tiiaves,  that  is  given  over  the 
territory  only  ?    It  is  said  that  the  United  States 
(Jovemment  is  the  domestic  government  of  the 
territory ;   but  the  Constitation   reserves   to  the 
States,  or  to  the  people,  all  power  which  is  not 
giT«B  to  the  United  States ;  and  it  can  assume  no 
government  without  express  power.     The  Consti- 
4^tution  is  a  delegation  <m  powers  only  ;  and  where 
Ikbere  is  no  delegation  oi  power,  there  is  no  gov- 
#emraent.     It  is  a  legal  principle,  never  to  be  de- 
^^parted  from,  when  a  law  gives  a  power  over  a 
greater  subject,  it  does  not  include  a  lesser  one. 

It  has  bmi  said  tbat  this  power  is  given  by  that 
part  of  the  Constitution  which  vests  in  Congress 
the  right  to  regulate  commerce  among  the  several 
States.  How  would  our  Eastern  friends  relish  it, 
if  Congress  should  undertake  to  regulate  the  trade 
for  one  of  their  own  States,  and  interdict  their 
commerce  with  all  the  other  States  ?  Would  they 
BOt  cry  aloud,  and  say  the  power  was  given  to  reg- 
ulate commerce  among  all  the  several  States,  and 
not  of  any  one  State  ?  And  would  they  not  say 
justly  ?  Here,  then,  you  are  regulating  what  you 
would  call  commerce,  for  Missouri  alone. 

Much  reliance  is  placed  on  the  sanction  which 
Congress  has  given  to  this  principle,  by  various 
acts  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  This  was  not  the 
first  time  that  he  had  had  the  honor,  in  that  Sen- 
ate, to  protest  against  Congressional  precedents 
when  opposed  to  the  Constitution.  This  was  the 
only  country  in  the  world  that  had  a  written  Con- 
stitution, and  could  be  compared  with  none.  It 
was  the  act  of  the  sovereign  people ;  the  test  of 
your  power.  So  far  you  might  go,  but  no  farther. 
It  wanted  the  aid  of  no  law.  Whenever  you  ex- 
ceed it,  your  laws  are  void,  and  your  precedent  too. 

He  would  advert  to  one  of  these  precedents — 
the  one  relied  on  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, (Mr.  Roberts,)  of  1804,  which  interdicted 
the  admission  of  slaves  into  Louisiana,  when  a 
Territory.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia (Mr.  Walker)  had  refuted  that  ground,  by 
showing  the  repeal  of  that  law  by  the  law  passed 
the  next  succeeding  session,  in  March,  1805,  to- 
gether with  that  part  of  the  famous  ordinance  of 
1787,  so  much  quoted. 

He  (Mr.  S.)  would  present  a  practical  view  of 
that  repeal.  About  the  20th  of  December,  1803, 
the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina  paf«ed  a  law  to 
open  the  African  slave  trade,  under  the  authority 
of  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  About  three  months  thereafter,  Congress 
passed  this  law  of  1804,  and  adjourned  a  day  or 
two  after.  This  was  a  time  tbat  every  thing  was 
to  bend  to  the  tonna^  of  the  United  States;  and 
at  the  next  session,  the  Congress  repealed  this  law 
and  the  ordinance,  and  opened  the  ports  of  Louis- 
iana, and  our  Eastern  friends  employed  immedi- 
ately a  large  portion  of  the  dbipping  in  that  trade. 
Carulina  kad  no  ships  of  consequence,  but  an  am- 


ple supply  came  (Vora  Ike  North  and  Bast.  Rhode 
Island  furnished  her  full  share ;  tbey  sent  there 
ships  from  Philadelphia,  and  they  were  obliging 
enough  to  send  some  from  Boston.  This  was  the 
ground  upon  which  Congress  thought  proper  to 
repeal  the  law  of  1804,  and  that  part  of  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787,  at  so  early  a  period.  This  repeal, 
too,  must  have  been  effected  Dy  the  Eastern  mem- 
bers. He  knew  the  members  from  South  Caro- 
lina were  all  opposed  to  the  slave  trade.  One  hon- 
orable member  from  that  State,  the  same  session, 
offered  a  resolution  in  the  Congress,  censuring  the 
Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  for  opening  her 
ports,  which  was  not  acted  upon.  Hut  for  this 
reneal  of  the  law  of  1804,  by  Congress,  the  ports 
ot  Soutit  Carolina  would  have  been  shut  the  next 
session  of  the  Legislature.  These  ships  cleared 
out  from  Charleston.  That  was  necessary,  be- 
cause the  ports  in  the  other  States  were  not  open 
for  this  trade.  The  Northern  slave  traders  and 
the  British  carried  the  business  on  with  a  high 
hand.  The  profits  of  one  man,  in  Charleston, 
(Mr.  W.  Boyd,)  ag«it  for  British  merchants  en- 
gaged in  the  traffic,  were  estimated  at  three  h«n- 
dred  thousand  dollars,  as  commissions ;  besides 
others  engaged  in  the  same  line.  All  these  vesaels 
were  obliged  to  enter  a  South  Carolina  port,  bat 
many  of  them  immediately  reshipped  the  slaves  to 
Louisiana.  The  British  Parliament  passed  a  law 
on  this  very  occasion,  regulating  the  number  which 
should  be  shipped  according  to  the  tonnage  of  the 
ship,  and  this  at  the  very  time  Mr.  Wilberforce's 
bill  was  und<>r  consideration,  for  abolishing  the 
slave  trade.  As  soon  as  this  trad«*  was  cut  off  by 
the  act  of  Congress  of  1807,  the  sinfulness  of  rt 
presented  itself  in  glaring  colors,  both  with  our 
Eastern  friends  and  the  British.  They  can  ship 
no  more  publicly,  and  the  Northern  and  Eastern 
States  had  done  selling  those  already  in  their  pos- 
session, and  then  the  scheme  for  emancipation 
commenced.  These  are  facts  not  to  be  contro- 
verted. The  cry  against  this  sinful  practice  comes 
with  an  ill  grace  from  that  quarter. 

The  most  opprobrious  epithets  have  been  larished 
upon  those  who  hold  slaves  ;  calling  the  practice 
cruel,  derogatory  to  the  character  of  the  nation, 
opposed  to  the  Christian  religion,  the  law  of  God, 
pagan  in  its  principles,  and  every  thing  else  that 
can  be  called  up,  by  which  to  reproach  us..  Let 
us  compare,  on  particular  occasions  which  have 
fully  manifested  the  temper  of  both  parties,  those 
who  hold  slaves,  with  those  who  do  not,  and  see 
who  have  been  most  honest  in  their  endeavors  Co 
put  a  stop  to  the  slave  trade.  In  1818  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  by  this  Senate  to  report  a  bill, 
the  better  to  prevent  tbMsmuggling  of  African 
slaves  into  the  Unitedl|nates.  On  that  committee 
were  three  gentlemen  from  theslaveholding  States 
and  two  from  non-&laveholding  States,  as  they  are 
(leased  to  call  them,  (Mr.  Roberts  and  Mr.  Bur- 
riU.)  These  two  gentlemen  were  told  to  make 
the  penalty  death,  upon  all  who  should  be  detected 
in  this  trade ;  the  Eastern  members  of  the  Senate 
opposed  every  thing  like  corporal  punishment — 
even  whipping,  because  they  said  it  would  never 
do  to  whip  a  respectable  merchant     They 
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willing  to  compromise  the  sin,  for  a  fine  and  im- 
proonmeat,  and  here  it  ended ;  and  their  ships  are 
yet  engagc»i  in  carrying  slaves  under  every  flag 
and  for  every  nation  that  indulges  the  trade. 

A  Bother  very  strong  instance  occurred  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress.  A  similar  bill  was  before  the 
House  of  Representatives.  A  gentleman  from 
Louisiana  offered  an  amendment,  to  compel  the 
captors  of  any  ship  with  slaves  to  carry  tne  ship 
into  the  port  to  which  she  belonged.  This  amend- 
ment viras  opposed  by  the  very  gentleman  (Mr. 
TALLMAnac,  of  New  York)  who  offered  the 
amendment  which  inhibited  slavery  in  the  Mis^ 
souri.  This  would  have  brought  the  offenders 
home,  and  the  slaves  with  them,  to  their  pious 
friends  and  owners.  This  is  the  morality  which 
governs  those  friends  to  liberty  and  humanity. 

Why  was  Louisiana,  whica  stood  on  the  same 
footing  precisely  on  which  Missouri  now  stands, 
^  admitted  without  this  restriction  7     We  are  told  it 

B  was  not  convenient  to  lay  this  restriction  on  Louisi- 

ana ;  that  the  government  was  suited  to  the  people, 
at  that  time,  and  in  that  territory.  This  is  the 
only  reason  rendered.  But  it  must  be  recollected 
that  Louisiana  lay  more  out  of  the  way ;  and  we 
compromised  our  morality,  our  character  and  our 
religion,  for  our  convenience.  So  a  convenient 
morality  governs  us  in  admitting  one  State,  and  a 
coovement  humanity  is  to  govern  us  in  rejecting 
another. 

We  are  told  that  our  representation,  by  the  three- 
fifths  of  the  slaves,  amounts  to  twenty  members, 
axMi  gives  us  an  undue  weight  in  the  Government, 
and  gives  us  twenty  votes  m  the  Presidential  elec- 
tions. And  an  honorable  gentleman,  who  was 
now  of  the  Senate,  had  said,  upon  this  question, 
last  year,  "  This  inequality  in  the  apportionment  of 
'  Representatives  wat»  not  misunaerstood  at  the 
*■  adoption  of  the  Constitution ;  but  no  one  an- 
'  ticipated  the  fact  that  the  whole  of  the  revenue 
'  of  the  United  Slates  would  be  derived  from  direct 
'  taxes,  but  it  was  believed  that  a  part  of  the  con- 
'  tribution  to  the  common  treasury  would  be  ap- 
'  portioned  among  the  Stales  by  the  rule  for  the 
'  awortionment  of  Representatives." — (Mr.  King, 
of  New  York.)  Let  us  examine  who  fixed  this  ap- 
portionment. It  was  done  by  members  of  the 
conventioo  from  the  Eastern  States.  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph, of  Virginia,  proposed  that  the  rights  of  suf- 
frage ought  to  be  proportioned  to  the  quotas  of 
contribution.  Mr.  Madison,  of  Virginia,  made  a 
proposition  for  an  equitable  ratio;  Mr.  Rutledge, 
of  oooth  Carohna,  made  a  proposition ;  none  of 
which  embraced  the  black  population.  It  was 
tl^en  proposed  by  Judge  Wilson,  of  Pennsylvania, 
that  it  should  be  "  in  proportion  to  the  whole  num- 
'  ber  of  ^ite  and  other  free  citizens  and  inhabi- 
'  taats  of  every  age,  sex,  and  condition,  including 
'  those  bound  to  servitude  for  a  term  of  years,  ana 
'  three-fifths  of  all  other  persons,  except  Indians 
*  not  paying  taxes."  This  was  followed  by  a  pro- 
position from  Mr.  Patterson,  of  New  Jersey,  of  the 
wme  import.  Upon  revising  this  proposition, 
among  others,  the  committee  of  revision  was 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Connecticut,  Mr.  Hamilton,  of 
New  York,  Mr.  Morris,  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Ma- 


dison, of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Kins,  of  Massacht»- 
setts.  This  committee  adopted  the  proposition  of 
Judge  Wilson  and  Mr.  Patterson,  and  formed  that 
clause  of  the  Constitution  which  regulates  the  re- 
presentation and  direct  taxes,  now  so  much  com- 
plained of.  The  Eastern  members  of  the  conven- 
tion proposed  it ;  they  supported  it ;  and  they  mod- 
elled it  to  their  mind.  It  was  good  and  righteotis 
whilst  the  Government  was  supported  by  direct 
taxes.  There  were  tm  complamts  in  the  year* 
1798  and  1799,  when  it  was  necessary  to  resort  to 
a  direct  tax  to  support  the  war  then  waged  against 
France  There  were  no  complaints  during  the  late 
war  with  England.  It  has  afforded  you  a  revenue 
to  carry  on  these  two  wars ;  in  the  latter  of  which 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars  were  annually  raised 
upon  slaves.  It  was  taken  and  apptlied  to  public 
uses  without  any  compunction.  But,  when  direct 
taxes  are  no  longer  necessary,  its  great  deformity 
presents  itself.  Is  this  a  time  to  complain  and  to 
wish  to  change  the  system  of  rejKesentation  when 
the  burden  is  gone.  If  it  was  founded  in  compro- 
mise, are  you  to  give  up  its  equivalent?  No;  you 
hold  the  equivalent,  and  complain  of  the  compro- 
mise when  you  think  it  can  be  no  longer  useful. 
This  is  the  spirit  of  amity  with  which  you  pre- 
sent us. 

One  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Ona,) 
in  the  course  of  thb  discussion,  has  spoken  of  tlie 
policy  of  excluding  slavery  from  Missouri,  and 
says  the  slaveholding  States  will  be  too  numerou*. 
But  how  is  this  fact  ?  There  are  one  hundred  and 
eighty  members  in  the  Hotise  of  Representatives ; 
OI  them,  there  are  one  hundred  and  lour  belonging 
to  the  States  which  wish,  and  hare  abolished  sla- 
very, and  seventy-six  to  the  other  States.  With 
all  this  diff^nce  you  complain  that  there  are 
twenty  votes  for  slave  population,  which  ought  to 
be  corrected.  Why  is  the  com|^aint  made  now? 
If  MisTHMiri  can  be  played  off  another  year,  and 
Maine  admitted,  the  Presidential  election  will  take 
place  before  Missouri  can  have  a  voice  in  that  elec- 
tion; but  Maine  will  have  her  two  Senators,  and 
of  course  two  more  Presidential  votes  to  the  East- 
ern States.  If  we  look  to  the  balance  of  power,  m 
that  gentleman  would  wish,  this  is  its  true  com- 
plexion. 

The  subject  of  slavery,  as  it  now  presented  it- 
self, was  one  of  serious  import  to  the  Southern  and 
Western  States  It  was  matter  of  mere  calculatimn 
with  the  Eastern  States,  since  they  had  preased 
their  own  to  the  South.  Gentlemen  had  different 
feelings  on  it.  Since  this  question  had  been  agi- 
tated, he  had  looked  into  the  history  of  slavery,  and 
he  found  it  had  been  the  lot  of  man,  in  this  shape 
or  that,  to  serve  one  another  from  all  time.  At 
least,  slavery  has  prevailed  in  every  country  on  the 
globe,  ever  since  the  flood.  AU  the  nations  of  the 
East  held  slaves  in  abundance.  The  Greeks  and 
the  Romans,  at  the  noost  enlightraed  periods  of 
those  republics.  Athens,  the  seat  of  the  Muses, 
held  slaves.  They  were  often  chained  at  the  gates 
of  the  rich,  as  porters,  and  were  treated  very  dif- 
ferent from  ours ;  yet  Demosthenes  is  made  to  say. 
"  that  the  condition  of  a  slave  at  Athens  was  pref- 
erable to  that  of  a  free  man  in  many  other  coii»> 
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tries."  The  Spartans  approached  nearer  to  a  pure 
democracy  than  any  other  people  ever  did ;  yet 
they  held  slaves  in  abundance  too.  It  prevailed 
all  over  the  Roman  Empire.  Julius  Caesar  sold 
at  one  time  fifty  thousand  slaves,  yet  Ceesar  was 
never  held  to  be  a  cruel  or  barbarous  man.  He 
would,  no  doubt,  be  thought  a  great  sinner  by  the 
Eastern  States,  who  hold  but  a  few :  for  even  the 
States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Rhode  Island  had  their 
slaves  yet^  This  was  a  small  sin,  and  could  be  re- 
pented of  after  these  few  should  die  off. 

In  the  course  of  this  debate  our  attention  had 
been  called  by  the  honorable  gentlemen  (Mr. 
Roberta,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr.  Mellen,  of 
Massachusetts^  to  what  was  goin^  on  abroad. 
He,  Mr.  S.,  bad  not  been  inattentive  to  what 
was  going  on  abroad  ;  but  he  found  it  all  confined 
to  the  Northern  and  Eastern  States.  He  had  read 
several  pamphlets  and  dissertations  on  the  subject 
of  inhibiting  slavery  in  Missouri,  couched  in  the 
roost  bitter  and  dishonorable  terms  of  reproach  to 
slaveholders.  They  were  subscribed  by  fictitious 
names.  One  subscribed  himself  Marcus.  This 
was  a  great  name  among  the  Romans.  Another 
subscribed  himself  Colbert.  This  was  the  name 
of  another  great  man,  of  modem  times.  If  their 
plot  succeeds,  and  Missouri  should  not  be  admitted 
mto  the  Union,  they  can  then  throw  off  the  veil, 
give  their  true  names,  and  come  out  as  the  cham- 
pions of  the  enterprise.  If  their  plot  fails,  they  can 
remain  Marcus  and  Colbert ;  and  trace  them 
if  you  can.  Marcus  may  have  further  views  for 
concealing  his  true  name.  He  has,  in  his  pamph- 
'  let,  taken  as  much  care  to  point  out  to  this  species 
of  population  the  best  means  of  procuring  fire- 
arms, and  munitions  of  war,  and  how  they  can 
arrange  their  forces,  (fee.,  as  he  could  have  done 
if  he  had  been  appointed  by  Government  to  mar- 
shal them  to  cut  our  throats ;  and  when  he  shall 
find  the  train  which  he  has  laid  ready  for  explo- 
sion, like  the  midnight  assassin,  may  apply  the 
match,  and  blow  us  up ;  that  he  may  revel  in  the 
spoils.  In  this  he  was  happy  to  say  thi^  man 
Marcus  would  be  mistaken,  as  well  as  many  others 
iHio  had  supposed  we  were  not  only  in  a  constant 
state  of  alarm,  but  that  we  were  also  in  constant 
danger,  from  an  insurrection  of  this  part  of  our  pop- 
ulation. This  people  are  so  domesticated,  or  so 
kindly  treated  by  theirmasters,  and  their  situations 
so  improved,  that  Marcus  and  all  his  host  cannot 
excite  one  among  twenty  to  insurrection.  They 
are  able  to  compare  their  comforts  and  their  labor, 
and  are  fully  sensible  that  their  comforts  are  as 
great,  and  their  labor  not  more  arduous,  than  any 
other  class  of  laboring  people.  The  owners  of 
these  people  can  place  arms  m  their  hands,  if  ne- 
cessary, in  the  late  war  they  played  a  manly  part 
in  detence  of  their  masters,  in  many  instances. 
They  were  among  the  defenders  of  the  country  at 
Orleans,  as  well  as  at  other  places ;  they  are  the 
shield  of  their  masters,  instead  of  their  deadly 
enemy,  all  the  apprehensions  of  Marcus  and  our 
Eastern  friends  to  the  contrary,  notwithstanding. 

One  gentleman  has  wrote  a  long  pamphlet,  and 
given  his  name :  thij  is  Daniel  Raymond.  Esq., 
as  he  has  called  himself.  \^Mr.  S.  said  he  nad  as- 


certained this  Esquire  Raymond  to  be  an  honest 
law)'er,  who  was  under  pay  of  the  Abolition  So- 
ciety, and  who  was  measuring  his  conscience  and 
his  humanity  by  the  length  of  his  f^.  He  has  as- 
certained, as  ne  says  m  his  pamphlet,  that  the 
slaves  increase  not  only  much  faster  than  the  free 
people  of  color,  but  that  they  increase  in  a  ratio  of 
nearly  double  the  free  white  population.  Thb  is 
represented  as  an  evil  of  great  magnitude.  The 
great  ground  of  complaint  of  these  Abolition  So- 
cieties, on  former  occasions,  was  the  severe  and 
cruel  treatment  of  masters.  Now,  the  objection  is, 
t'hey  are  treated  so  humanely  that  they  will  shortly 
overspread  the  whole  land.  If  these  people  in- 
crease to  the  extent  supposed,  it  is  an  incontrover- 
tible evidence  that  they  are  well  fed,  well  clothed, 
and  supremely  happy.  There  is  no  class  of  labor- 
ing people  in  any  country  upon  the  globe,  except 
the  United  States,  that  are  better  clothed,  better 
fed,  or  are  more  cheerful,  or  labor  less,  or  who  are 
more  happy,  or,  indeed,  who  have  more  liberty  and 
indulgence,  than  the  slaves  of  the  Southern  and 
Western  States.    This  Mr.  Raymond,  and  some 

Sentlemen  who  have  spoken  on  the  question,  (Mr. 
IoRRiL,from  New  Hampshire,  and  Mr.  Otis,  from 
Massachusetts,)  had  all  concurred  in  the  same  opin- 
ion, that  it  was  better  to  condense  these  people 
within  the  limited  space  of  the  old  States,  and  try 
that  means  reduce  tneir  numbers  by  a  state  of  star- 
vation and  oppression.  Heap  cruelties  on  them 
to  destroy  the  race.  The  Greeks  confined  their 
slaves  in  cells;  the  Spartans  suffered  the  Lace^ 
demonian  youth  to  fall  upon  them,  when  laboring 
in  the  fields,  by  stratagem,  and  massacre  them  in 
gang's,  for  the  purpose  of  training  their  youth  to 
feats  of  arms ;  the  Romans  threw  them  into  the 
arena,  where  they  cut  one  another  down,  for  the 
amusement  of  their  rich  masters.  But  this  was 
despatching  them  at  once.  The  mode  prescribed 
by  our  modem  philanthropists  is  to  kill  by  piece- 
meal— for  a  state  of  starvation  is  no  better.  If 
one  mode  of  killing  is  more  cruel  than  that  of 
another,  it  is  that  wnich  is  brought  on  by  the  tor- 
tures of  hunger  and  oppression. 

It  has  been  sung  in  every  town  and  village  of 
the  States  which  call  themselves  non-slaveholding 
States,  that  slavery  is  opposed  to  our  holy  religion. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire 
(Mr.  Mohril)  had  inculcated  this  doctrine  in  his 
address  to  the  Senate.  He  would  not  hazard  too 
much  in  calling  the  master  a  despot,  and  a  violator 
of  the  laws  of  God.  To  prove  his  position,  be 
had  read  sundry  pasi^ges  from  Mr.  Jefferson's  Notes ; 
the  most  prominent  were  the  following : 

"  The  whole  commerce  between  master  tnd  slave 
is  a  perpetual  exercise  of  the  most  boisterous  passions. 
Oar  children  see  this,  and  learn  to  ir^itata  it  I  trem- 
ble for  my  cooritrj,  when  I  reflect  that  God  is  just. 
The  Almighty  has  no  attribute  which  can  take  side 
with  as  in  such  a  contest." 

Mr.  S.  said  he  had  the  highest  regard  for  that 
venerable  patriot;  he  was  a  great  philosopher  and 
a  statesman  of  the  first  order.  He  knew  no  words 
more  appropriate  in  pronouncing  his  eulogy,  than 
those  used  by  himself  in  delineating  the  character 
of  theimmortal  Washington:  "His  memory  will  be 
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*  adored  while  liberty  shall  have  votaries ;  his  name  | 

*  will  triumph  over  time,  and  will,  in  fuiur»  ages,  j 

*  assume  its  just  station  among  the  toost  celebrated  1 
'  worthies  of  the  world."  With  all  this  tribute^  1 
and  with  ail  the  veneration  which  he  felt  for  that 
great  man,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  contradict  him, 
in  the  most  unequivocal  terms.  The  master  has  no 
motive  for  this  boisterous  hostility.  It  is  at  war 
with  his  interest,  and  it  is  at  war  with  his  com- 
fort. The  whoh'  commerce  between  master  and 
slave  is  patriarchal.  The  master  has  every  mo- 
tive to  impel  him  to  it  As  to  the  effect  on  child- 
ren, it  is  quite  the  reverse.  The  black  children 
are  the  constant  associates  of  the  white  children  ; 
they  eat  together,  they  play  together,  and  their 
affections  are  often  times  so  strongly  formed  in 
early  life,  as  never  to  be  forgotten;  so  much  so, 
that  in  thousands  of  instances  there  is  nothing  but 
the  shadow  of  slavery  left.  These  observations 
of  Mr.  Jefferson  could  not  have  been  founded  on 
facts.  They  were  wrote  to  gratify  a  foreigner,  at 
his  own  request,  when  every  American  was  filled 
with  enthusiasm.  They  are  the  effusions  of  the 
speculative  philosophy  of  his  young  and  ardent 
mind,  and  which  his  riper  years  have  corrected. 
He  wrote  taese  Notes  near  lorty  years  ago ;  since 
which  his  life  has  been  devoted  to  that  sort  of  prac- 
tical philosophy  which  enlarges  the  sphere  of  human 
happiness,  and  to  the  promotion  of  civil  liberty; 
and,  during  the  whole  time,  his  principal  fortune 
has  been  in  slaves,  and  he  still  continues  to  hold 
them.  It  is  impossible,  when  his  mind  became 
enlarged  by  reflection  and  informed  by  observation, 
that  he  could  entertain  such  sentiments,  and  hold 
slaves  at  the  same  time. 

t-  Mr.  8.  said  he  had  taken  the  liberty,  two  years 
Sffo,  to  admonish  his  honorable» friend  from  New 
Hampslure,  (Mr.  Morril,)  on  this  subject,  as  it 
respected  our  religion.  This  gentleman  then  de- 
clared, in  plain  terms,  that  slavery  was  forbidden 
by  God,  in  his  Holy  Bible.  He  had  now  rein- 
forced himself  by  Mr.  Jefferson's  Notes.  The 
Bible  would  give  the  gentleman  no  support.  He 
would  point  him  now,  as  he  had  done  before,  to 
the  25tn  chapter  of  Leviticus,  which,  after  describ- 
ing who  should  be  held  ashired  servants,  and  when 
the  hired  servants  should  go  free,  it  then,  with  a 
direct  allusion  to  this  very  people,  in  the  44  th,  45th, 
and  4i>th  verses,  says  in  these  words : 

"  44.  Both  thy  bond-men  sod  thy  bond-maids,  which 
thou  shalt  have,  shall  be  of  the  heathen  that  are  roond 
about  you ;  of  them  shall  je  buy  bond-men  and  bond- 
maids. 

'*46.  Moreover,  of  the  children  of  the  strap^rs  that 
do  sojourn  among  jou,  of  them  shall  ye  buy,  and  of 
their  fiuniliea  that  are  with  you,  which  they  begat  in 
yoar  land ;  and  they  shall  be  your  posseHsion. 

"  46.  And  je  shall  take  ibem  as  an  inheritance  for 
your  children  after  you,  to  inherit  them  for  a  posses- 
sion ;  they  shall  b«  your  bond-men  forever." 

These  are  the  divine  words  of  the  Lord  himself, 
delivered  to  his  holy  servant  Moses,  as  a  law  to 
his  holy  people. 

This  was  the  law  given  by  the  God  of  Abra- 
ham, the  God  of  Isaac,  and  the  Gifd  of  Jacob.  He 
was  the  only  living  and  true  God.   If  we  worship 


the  God  of  Israel,  he  is  our  God.     It  has  been  said 
that  this  law  was  given  \o  the  Jews.    So  were  all 
the  laws  of  God ;  and  are  we  left  to  select  such 
laws  for  our  obedience  as  we  find  suited  to  our 
inclinations  and  our  policy  only,  and  abrogate  the 
others  ?    Mr.  S.  said  the  haiy  book  of  our  religion 
taught  us  that  God  was  unchangeable;  -that  he 
had  no  respect  of  persons ;  that  he  was  without 
variation  or  shadow  of  turning ;  the  same  yester- 
day,  to-day,   and  forever.     But   it   is   said   that 
slavery  is  against  the  .spirit  of  the  Christian  reli- 
gion.    When,  and  by  what  authority,  were  we 
taught  to  separate  the  positive  laws  of  God  from 
the  Chriiktian   religion?     Christ  hira.self  gave  a 
sanction  to  slavery.    He  admonished  them  to  be 
obedient  to  their  masters ;  and  there  is  not  a  word 
in  the  whole  of  his  life  which  forbids  it.     Slavery 
was  known  to  a  great  extent  among  all  the  nations 
of  the  earth.     Christ  came  to  fulfil  the  law,  not  to 
destroy  it    Christ  came  to  do  the  will  of  his 
heavenly  father  who  sent  him ;  he  came  to  take 
away  the  sins  of  the  world,  and  to  turn  men  from 
their  wicked  ways.     Some  who  are  desirous  to 
fix  the -character  of  irreligion  on  the  practice  of 
slavery,  have  said  that  Christ  tolerated  slavery, 
lest  he  should  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  the  world 
by  exciting  the  numerous  slaves  to  insurrection. 
This  is  a  doctrine  for  you,  sir ! — that  God  should 
send  his  only  son  to  redeem  the  world,  and  yet 
that  he  should  be  afraid  to  do  his  duty,  and  suffer 
90  crying  a  sin  as  slavery  is  represented  to  be,  by 
our  modern  politicians,  to  go  unnoticed,  lest  he 
should  interfere  with  a  principle  of  civil  policy. 
And  some  of  them  had  had  the  effrontery  to  charge 
the  slaveholders  with   impiety,  for  alleging  tne 
Scriptures  justified  slavery. 

If  such  enthusiasts  will  not  believe  Moses  and 
the  Prophets,  they  would  not  believe  one  even  if 
he  were  sent  from  the  dead. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  would  not  be  astonished  if  they 
were  to  attempt  a  new  version  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments,  and  new  model  them  to  suit  the  pol- 
icy of  the  times.  Throw  off  such  parts  as  were 
uncongenial  to  their  interests,  and  leave  the  residue 
to  God.  They  had  already  given  the  Scriptures 
an  implied  construction,  as  di^'erent  from  its  literal 
sense,  as  they  had  that  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  He  hoped  none  of  the  holy  fathers 
of  the  church,  whose  duty  it  was  to  teach  the 
Holy  Scriptures  as  God  himself  had  given  them, 
and  not  as  they  would  model  them  to  suit  the 
frailty  of  their  nature,  had  given  in  to  this  ungodly 
opinion,  that  they  could  pare  down  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments,  so  as  to  make  a  convenient  re- 
ligion of  them,  instead  of  an  unerring  one. 

Mr.  President,  the  Scriptures  teach  us  that 
slavery  was  universally  indulged  among  the  holy 
fathers.  The  chosen  people  of  God  were  slaves; 
and  that,  by  His  divine  permission,  Joseph  was 
sold  by  his  brethren  to  the  Egyptian  merchants, 
who  carried  him  into  slavery.  There  was  no 
vengeance  of  Heaven  upon  this  people  for  holdinf 
them  in  slavery.  They  were  not  relieved  ontu 
God  in  his  wisdom  saw  fit.  Pharaoh  was,  for  his 
temerity,  drowned  in  the  Red  Sea,  in  pursuing 
them   contrary  to  God's  express  will;   but  our 
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Nerthem  friends  bare  not  been  afraid  even  of  that, 
in  their  real  lo  furnish  the  Southern  States  with 
Africans.  They  are  better  seamen  than  Pharaok, 
and  calculate  hj  that  means  to  elmle  the  vigilance 
of  Hearen ;  which  they  seem  to  disre^rd,  if  they 
can  but  elude  the  riolated  laws  of  their  country. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr. 
MoRRiL,)  in  the  plenitude  of  his  religion  and 
humanity,  has  told  us  this  is  a  fine  country,  and 
that  we  have  imported  a  new  brt-ed  of  sheep. 
Here  is  fine  pasture  ground,  and  better  starve  the 
negroes  than  abandon  the  sneep.  He  has  told  us 
his  ancestors  came  to  Plvmouth  in  1620.  He 
could  tell  the  gentleman  that,  very  shortly  after, 
they  began  to  import  slaves  from  Africa,  and  con- 
tinued It  until  He  Revolutionary  war  took  place. 

This  country,  called  the  Louisiana,  has  never 
been  a  favorite  with  our  Northern  friends.  Under 
the  old  Confederation,  there  was  an  attempt  at  ne- 
gotiation to  obtam  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi. 
This  was  a  secret  transaction,  and  he  could  of 
course  give  but  an  imperfect  account  of  it;  but  it 
was  pretty  well  understood,  that  seven  of  the  States 

Save  a  sanction  to  closing  that  river  for  twenty- 
▼e  years. 

In  the  year  1803,  while  the  negotiation  for  that 
territory  was  going  on  in  France,  Mr.  Ross  of  Penii- 
sylrania,  and  (Jouvemeur  Morris,  of  New  York, 
made  eloquent  speeches  in  favor  of  a  war  against 
France,  for  the  purpose  of  aoauiring  this  country, 
which  was  said  to  be  one  of  the  most  desirable  in 
the  world.  As  soon  as  the  treaty  was  presented, 
•ad  it  appeared  that  it  was  obtained  by  purchase, 
its  value  sunk,  and  we  heard  no  more  of  it  from 
tjMt  quarter. 

On  the  15th  of  January,  1811,  Mr.  Q,uincy,  in  a 
speech  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  when  the 
question  for  adopting  Louisiana  into  the  Union  as 
a  State  was  before  that  body,  said,  ^  If  this  bill 

*  passes,  it  is  my  most  deliberate  opinion,  that  it  is 
'  rirtaaily  a  dissolution  of  the  Union ;  that  it  will 
'  free  the  States  from  their  ntoril  obligation ;  and, 

*  as  it  will  be  the  right  of  all,  so  it  will  be  the  duty 
'  of  some,  to  prepare  for  a  separation,  amicably  if 
'  we  «an,  violently  if  we  must."  This  gentleman 
was  called  to  order,  and  he  replied,  "  if  he  was  pre- 
'  Tented  from  this  argument,  he  should  lose  half 
'  his  speech."  This  same  Mr.  Q,uincy  has  been  a 
Member  of  one  of  your  resolving  committees,  the 
tfriker  day,  to  show  the  expediency  of  prohibiting 
slavery  in  this  desirable  country.  This  is  the  way 
gentlemen  change  their  opinions,  when  they  wish 
lo  change  their  policy. 

It  was  his  duty,  Mr.  S.  said,  to  notice  the  a^ta- 
tion  in  the  State  of  New  York  on  this  subject 
Two  gentlemen,  of  high  standing,  had  declared, 
that  there  was  no  such  thing  in  tb«  United  States 
as  slavery.  The  Governor  of  that  great  and  re- 
spectable State  had  brought  it  before  the  Legisla- 
tore,  in  his  official  speech.  He  had  painted  slavery 
ia  the  most  odious  colors.  He  represents  it  as  a 
Baoral  and  political  evil  of  the  first  magnitude,  and 
earnestly  recommends  the  expression  of  their  sense 
ppon  u.  He  recognised  the  power  of  the  people 
in  their  primary  assemblies,  town  meetings,  con- 
Tcntions,  and  up  to  the  municipal  authorities  of 


I  cities  and  villages,  and  so  forth,  up  to  members  of 
I  Congress.  Sir,  the  people  have  a  right  peaceably 
i  to  assemble,  and  to  petition  the  Government  for  a 
'  redress  of  grievances  5  but  a  grievance  must  actually 
.  exist.  To  petition  for  a  redress  of  grievances,  and 
,  to  direct  Congress  in  their  legislation,  were  very 
I  different  things.  This  power  of  petitioning  is  re- 
I  served  by  the  first  article  of  the  amendment  of  the 
\  Constitution.  But,  by  the  tenth  article  of  the 
amendment,  wherever  the  power  to  legislate  is 
^  gJTen  to  Congress,  the  power  of  ^the  people  ceaaea 
j  These  primary  assemblies  were  'therefore  withovt 
j  legitimate  powers.  They  could  be  made  to  serve 
I  party  purposes,  but  they  had  no  business  with  ie- 
I  gislation,  nor  were  we  bound  to  respect  them. 
I  Were  we  to  listen  to  the  resolves  of  these  primary 
ajsemblies,  what  would  be  the  result?  And  what 
I  would  be  the  energy  and  dignity  of  yoar  GtoveriH 
'ment?  It  would  be  a  shadow;  it  would  not  be 
worth  the  name  of  a  government. 

They  would  pronoote  the  views  of  some  ambi- 
tious cliief,  and,  like  the  pr»torean  guards  of  the 
Romans,  finally  take  the  Government  in  their  own 
hands,  or  bestow  it  on  the  hifthest  bidder.  When 
an  ambitious  Roman  aspired  to  office,  he  elec- 
tioneered through  this  medium.  And  are  we  prac- 
tising corruption  in  our  infancy?  Under  this  sy»- 
tem,  every  member  was  to  appear  here  with  orders 
in  his  pocket,  from  those  primary  assemblies;  and 
they  were  to  dictate  to  you  by  resolves,  without  a 
single  reason  presented  tor  their  foundation. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Mn.vsachusetts, 
(Mr.  Orie^  had  commenced  his  speech  by  telling 
us  that  he  nad  voted  last  year  against  the  restric- 
tion, and  he  intended  now  to  speak  against  it; 
notwithstanding  which,  he  should  vote  again  as 
he  did  last  year,  if  some  concessions  were  made. 
That  honorable  gentleman  had  showed  his  dislike 
to  Missouri,  unless  you  restrict  slavery.  Without 
this  condition  annexed,  he  should  be  glad  to  see 
the  Mississippi  running  with  liouid  lava ;  and  the 
forests  inhanited  by  nothing  but  bears  and  panthers. 
This  is  the  lan^age  of  that  gentleman.  Mr.  8. 
could  account  ior  this  unkind  sentiment,  which 


earned  neither  conviction  nor  reason  with  it,  upon 
no  other  grounds  than  those  which  he  had  furnished 
from  his  exordium ;  which  were,  that  he  intended 
to  speak  on  one  side  and  vote  on  the  other.  Tdc- 
ing  this  view  of  it,  you  can  reconcile  the  argument, 
and  as  his  speaking  has  been  manifestly  against 
Missouri,  we  might  fairly  hope  that  he  intended 
to  vote  against  the  restriction. 

This  gentleman  had  made  a  case  which  h«  con- 
sidered, in  principle,  as  parallel  to  the  case  of  Mis- 
souri, and  by  which  he  conceived  he  had  fully  il- 
lustrated this  great  political  question.  He  says, 
"suppose  a  man  has  a  nnmbier  of  sons,  and  a 
'  nepnew;  he  gives  to  the  sons  each  an  equal  por- 
'  tion,  or  lot  of  land,  and  promises  the  nephew  to 
'  give  him  a  lot,  bnt  makes  no  title  to  him  ;  after 
'  some  time  he  tells  the  nephew,  i  have  chauged 
'  my  mind,  I  cannot  give  you  thi&  land  but  on  con- 
'  dition  that  you  will  obligate  yourself  to  take  no 
'  dogs  there.  He  says,  why  not  take  dogs  ;  they 
'  are  mine,  and  I  have  a  right  to  do  with  them  as 
'  I  please.     The  uncle  replies,  I  do  not  like  dogs, 
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'  they  arc  noisy,  they  kill  sheep,  they  run  mad,  and 
'  may  bite  me ;  and  I  will  not  give  you  the  land 
'  but  on  this  condition."  Now,  says  the  gentleman, 
is  not  JilisBOiin  as  much  under  the  control  of  Con- 
gitss  as  tlm  gift  was  under  the  uncle  ? 

Sir.  said  Mr.  S.,  the  gentleman  has  been  a  law- 
yer of  the  first  respectability,  and  a  judge  of  high 
standing,  u  the  State  he  represents ;  and  he  could 
iM>t  suppose  the  gentleman  could  cooeeive  there 
was  any  force  in  the  analogy  which  he  had  at- 
tempted. The  cases  were  not  parallel.  Missouri 
had  a  claim  founded  in  right ;  and  had  the  uncle 
been  under  any  obligation  to  make  titles,  he  could 
prescribe  no  conditions  as  to  what  kind  of  prop- 
erty the  nephew  should  hold  on  tke  land.  He 
would  have  as  much  right  to  stock  it  with  dogs,  as 
he  would  to  stock  it  with  cattle  or  horses.  Here 
he  appealed  to  the  le^l  judgment  of  that  honorable 
gentleman,  to  say  it  he,  Mr.  S.,  was  not  correct 
As  a  sound  lawyer,  he  defied  him  to  negative  the 
position. 

Sir,  that  honorable  gentleman,  whose  mind  and 
eloquence  had  so  often  illumined  and  delighted  this 
Senate,  seemed  to  have  fallen  far  short  of  his 
usual  greatness.  Instead  of  discu.<ising  the  Con- 
stitutional question  with  bis  technical  abilities,  he 
bad  been  presenting  to  the  Senate  the  horrid  spec- 
tacles of  Dears,  panthers,  the  Mississippi  rolling 
with  liquid  fire,  mad  dogs,  and  hydrophobia !  This 
gentleman  has  made  such  a  departure  from  the 
subject,  and  has  been  so  incoherent  in  his  argu- 
ments, if  he  had  not,  at  setting  out,  intimated  that 
he  should  speak  one  way  and  vote  the  other,  he, 
Mr.  S..  would  have  entertained  serious  apprehen- 
sions tnat  the  gentleman  had  really  been  bit  by 
some  of  his  own  mad  dogs,  and  was  laboring  under 
the  hydrophobia. 

There  was  but  one  more  view  which  he  would 
take  of  this  case.  Much  had  been  said  of  the 
effects  of  slavery  upon  society.  He  would  com- 
pare the  morality  of  the  slaveholding  States  with 
that  of  the  non-«laveholding  States.  He  did  not 
mean  the  morality  of  individuals,  but  he  would 
compare  the  political  morality  of  the  States. 
South  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  you  had  heard 
of  no  rebellions,  no  insurrections,  no  delays  in  per- 
forming all  the  requisitions  of  the  State  and  Gen- 
eral Governments.  The  State  of  Massachusetts 
had  emancipated  what  slaves  she  had  left,  shortly 
after  the  Treaty  of  Peace  in  1783.  In  three  years 
after,  the)'  had  a  rebellion  which  shook  th(^  State 
to  its  centra  The  courts  of  justice  were  broken 
up  throughout  the  State.  The  civil  authority  was 
pat  down.  Recomve  was  had  to  arms,  from  one 
end  of  the  State  to  the  other.  Battles  ensued; 
some  were  killed,  others  wounded,  others  taken 
prisoners,  and  scmie  hanged,  or  rather  condemned, 
and  pardoned  by  the  Executive.  It  raged  to  such 
a  degree,  that  the  principal  citizens  nad  at  one 
time  determined  to  make  no  efibrts  to  check  it, 
that  the  imbecility  of  a  republican  govenunent 
might  be  fully  manifested,  and  some  government 
of  greater  energy  resorted  to.  What  that  Govern- 
ment would  have  been,  he  knew  not;  bat  be 
supposes  they  would  have  chosen  a  King.  This 
statement  was  contained  in  Minot's  history  of  that 


transaction,  which  he  had  then  before  him,  and 
which  had  been  furnished  him  from  the  publia 
library.  f 

The  State  of  Pennsylvania  had  freed  her  slaves 
in  1780.  In  January,  1791,  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  had  oader  consideration  the  subject 
of  excise.  The  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  were 
then  in  session.  They  took  up  the  subject  with 
the  same  temper — with  the  same  enthusiasm  and 
heat — which  they  have  so  lately  manifested  on 
the  Missouri  question,  and  passed  the  following 
resolutions  for  instructing  tneir  members  of  the 
Senate  to  oppose  the  measure: 

*'  HovsK  or  RsrassrifTATivis, 

January  22,  I79I. 

The  Legislsture  of  the  Commonwealth,  «ver  atten- 
tive to  the  rights  of  their  constituents,  and  conceirii^ 
it  a  duty  incumbent  on  them  to  express  their  senti- 
ments on  such  matters  of  a  public  nature  as,  in  their 
opinion,  have  a  tendency  to  destroy  their  rights,  agree 
to  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  any  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the 
United  State*  tending  to  the  collectioR  of  a  rrveaos 
by  means  oT  excise,  estabKahed  apon  principlea  sob- 
veraive  of  the  peace,  liberty,  and  rights,  of  the  dti" 
zena,  ought  to  attract  the  attention  of  this  House. 

Ruohtd,  That  no  pablie  exigency  within  the 
knowledge  or  contemplation  of  this  Uoase,  can,  in 
their  opinion,  warrant  the  adoption  of  any  species  of 
taxation  which  shall  violate  those  rights  which  are 
the  basis  of  our  Government,  and  which  would  ex- 
hibit the  ainguiar  apcctsds  of  a  nation  rssolatsJy  ep> 
poaing  the  oppreaaion  of  others,  in  order  to  siislavs 
itself. 

Resolved,  That  these  sentiments  be  communicated 
to  the  Senators  representing  the  State  of  Pennijlvania 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  with  a  hope  that 
they  will  oppose  every  part  of  the  excise  bill,  now 
before  the  Congresa,  which  shall  militate  a^ainat  the 
jaat  rights  and  Hberties  of  the  people." 

This  was  a  high-handed  measure,  to  oppose  the 
constituted  authorities  in  this  bold  and  menacing 
form,  because  they  were  about  to  lay  a  small  duty 
on  whiskey,  that  delicious  beverage.  This  law 
was  passed  by  Congress,  and,  the  year  following, 
Mr.  NeviUe,  the  inspector  of  the  revenue,  was 
oAen  menaced.  At  length  they  broke  out  into  an 
open  insurrection  in  the  neignborhood  of  Pitts- 
burg. The  public  mind  was  much  agitated.  Com- 
pames  armed  themselves,  and  marched  into  tba 
neighborhood  of  the  inspector.  Brackmridffe^  in 
his  history  of  that  insurrection,  which  Mr.  S.  had 
in  his  hand,  gives  the  following  accoimt :  >  ^ 

♦'  The  next  morning,  after  day-break,  the  inspector, 
having  just  got  out  of  bed  and  opened  the  door,  dis- 
odvered  a  Bomber  of  armed  men  about  the  hoaaa, 
aod,  demanding  of  them  who  tbej  were  and  whenos 
they  came,  the  answer  was  such  as  induced  him  to 
consider  their  iatentiona  to  be  boatilc ;  and,  on  refna- 
ing  to  disperse,  be  fired  on  them.  The  fire  was  re- 
turned, and  a  contest  ensued.  The  negroes,  from 
some  adjoining  small  buildings,  fired  on  the  flank  of 
the  aasailants,  end  they  were  repulsed  with  nx 
wounded,  ons  mortally." 

He  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to 
this  faithful  atuchment  of  the  slaves;   they  re- 
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pelled  the  insurzents,  without  an  order  even  from 
tike  master.  They  wounded  six,  one  mortally. 
This  all  passed  in  Pittsburg,  and  not  a  white  man 
ever  apmoached  the  scene.  The  inspector's  houses 
were  all  burned  down  the  next  day,  and  no  man 
attempted  to  oppose  them.  These  slaves  have  pre- 
sented an  example  of  fidelity  and  bravery  in  de- 
fence  of  their  master,  while  the  whole  population 
of  Pittsburg  were  terrified  into  submission.  He 
presented  this  for  the  view  of  Marcus  and  his  asso- 
ciates.    It  may  serve  them  as  a  beacon. 

This  insurrection  extended  itself  over  a  great 
part  of  the  W4^tem  section  of  Pennsylvania.  It 
required  the  strong  arm  of  the  (Jeneral  Govern- 
ment to  quell  it.  A  regular  armed  force  was  called 
out*  before  its  impetuosity  could  be  checked ;  an 
impetuosity  which  threatened  to  overwhelm  that 
State,  if  not  the  whole  Union.  Does  Pennsylva- 
nia and  Massachusetts  wish  those  feelings  and 
those  scenes  renewed  1  If  they  do,  the  course  they 
have  taken  may  lead  them  directly  to  it.  The 
American  people,  of  whom  it  was  nis  pride  and 
his  glory  that  he  was  one,  were  as  honest  as  any 
other  people  in  the  world,  and  only  wanted  to  be 
correctly  informed,  to  do  justice  to  every  policy 
and  every  measure.  But  if,  under  the  misguided 
influence  of  fanaticism  and  humanity,  the  impetu- 
ous torrent  is  once  put  in  motion,  what  hand  short 
of  Omnipotence  can  stay  it  ? 

New  York  has  been  a  slavcholding  State,  until 
very  lately,  in  the  strictest  sense  of  the  word. 
The  Governor  of  New  York  recommended  to  the 
Legislature  of  that  Stale,  only  three  years  ago,  to 
take  measures  for  the  emancipation  oi  their  slaves. 
Two  years  ago  these  measures  were  taken ;  and, 
at  the  next  session  of  Congress  thereafter,  their 
Representatives  and  Senators  came  out  upon  this 
very  Missouri  question,  as  the  champions  of  free- 
dom ;  and  that  State  has  given  as  hopeful  signs  of 
a  turbulent  temper  as  either  Pennsylvania  or  Mas- 
sachusetts, for  the  time  that  she  has  had  after 
emancipation.  What  progress  she  will  make  in 
revolutions  time  will  develope. 

When  Mr.  Smith  had  concluded   the  Senate 
adjourned. 


Thursday,  January  27. 

Mr.  Mellen  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Resolved,  Thtt  the  Committee  on  the   Po«t  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  inttracted  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  diacontinuint^  the  post  road  from  Aloa  to 
Palermo,  and  eatabiishing  one  from  Alaa  to  Gardiner, 
in  the  District  of  Maine. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  Committee  of  Finance, 
pursuant  to  instructions  of  the  Senate,  reported  a 
bill  to  remit  the  duties  on  a  statue  of  George 
Washington,  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Trimble  presented  the  momorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  for  the  relief  of 
certain  purchasers  of  public  lands ;  and  the  me- 
morial was  read,  an>d  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the 


Committee  on  Military  Afiurs  wej-e  instraeted  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  passing  a  law  for 
the  liquidation  of  the  accounts  of  Colonel  William 
Duane,  and  for  allowing  him  a  compensation  for 
his  services  and  expenses  m  the  publication  of  his 
military  works,  under  the  direction  and  patronage 
of  the  War  Department. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  to  alter  the  terras  of  the  court  of  the  Western 
District  of  Virginiaj"  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House ; 
and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition  of  Martha 
Youn^  Samuel  Youngs,  and  Thomas  Youngs, 
surviving  children  of  Joseph  Youngs,  late  of  West- 
chester, in  the  State  of  New  York,  deceased,  in 
behalf  of  themselves  and  the  lawful  heirs  of  the 
said  deceased,  praying  compensation  for  losses 
sustained  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  as  stated 
in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  communicated  the  following 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Sute  of  Del- 
aware, which  was  read  : 

"  Retohed  by  the  Senaie  and  House  of  Reprttent- 
atitea  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  in  Oenerai  A»$tmbly 
nut,  That  it  is,  in  the  opinion  of  this  General  Assem« 
bij,  the  Constitutional  ngbt  of  the  United  8<atM  in 
Congress  assembled,  to  enact  and  establish,  as  o»«  of 
the  conditions  for  the  admission  of  a  new  Btate  into 
ths  Union,  a  provision  whKh  shall  efiiBctusUj  prevent 
the  furthrr  introduction  of  slavery  into  such  Slats : 
and  thai  a  due  regard  to  the  true  interest  of  such  State, 
as  well  as  of  the  other  Sutes,  requires  that  the  aame 
should  be  done. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  and  foregoing 
resolution  be  transmitted  by  the  Speaker^of  the  Seasta 
to  each  of  the  Senatorit  and  Representatives  from  this 
State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  Sutes." 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  a  resolution  directing  an  inquiry,  whe- 
ther it  be  expedient  to  increase  the  number  of 
copies  of  the  Journal  and  Sute  Papers,  which 
hereafter  may  be  printed  by  order,  and  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate^  submitted  the  following  order  : 

"  Ordered,  That  hereafter  there  shall  be  printed 
twenty-five  copies  of  the  Journal  and  State  Papers, 
in  addition  to  the  number  which  has  been  hereto- 
fore printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate." 

The  bill  brought  up  yesterday  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
nkotion  of  the  26th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  ofesublishing  a  certain 
post  road  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
naotion  of  the  26th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  protecting  certain  occupanU  of  the 
public  lands,  until  the  crop  shall  have  been  made 
and  gathered  ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  26th  instant  for  instructing  the  Com- 
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Mittee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Poet  Roads  to  in- 
^«ire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  certain 
post  road  in  the  District  of  Maine,  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Michael  Pepper,  of 
Preston,  m  the  State  of  Connecticut,  praying  a 
pension,  and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  resolved, 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
npoTi  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
wms  referred  the  petition  of  John  Taylor,  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  mariner,  praying  a  pension,  and, 
in  concurrence  therewith,  resolved,  that  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  James  Warren,  and,  in 
concurrence  therewith,  the  petitioner  had  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jennings  O'Bannon  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Edwards  presented  the  petition  of  Lewis 
Boisson,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  village  of 
Piona.<i,  praying  a  confirmation  of  their  titles  to  the 
lots  in  said  village  ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

.  AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

*"  The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
engrossed  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  it  respects 
the  choice  of  the  Electors  of  the  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  elec- 
tion of  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States ;  and^  by  unanimous  consent,  Mr. 
Llotd  moved  to  strike  out  the  following  clauses: 

"  That,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  Electors  of  Pre- 
sident and  Vice  President  of  tbe  United  States,  the 
&»ns  qualified  to  vote  for  Representatives  in  each 
rict  shall  choose  cme  Elector.  The  two  additional 
Electors,  to  which  each  State  is  entitled,  shall  be  ap- 
pointed in  such  manner  as  tbe  Legislature  thereof 
may  direct." 

And  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following : 
*  **  That,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  Electors  of  Pre- 
sident and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  each 
State  fhsll,  by  its  Legislature,  be  divided  into  a  num- 
ber of  diatricts,  equal  to  the  number  of  Electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President  to  whidi  sach  State 
may  be  entitled ;  the  district  shall  b«  formed  of  con« 
tiguous  territory,  and  the  persons  qualified  to  vote  for 
Representatives  in  each  dutrict  shall  choose  one 
El«:tor." 

And,  on  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  12,  nays  30,  as 
follows : 

YsAs — Messrs.  Barboar,  Elliot,  Gaillsrd,  Leake, 
Lloyd,  Pinkney,  Pleasants,  Roberts,  Smith,  Tsylor, 
Trimble,  and  Walker  of  Georgia. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Bnrrill,  Dana,  Diekerson, 
Eaton,  Edwards,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tacky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
of  New  York,  Lanman,  Logan,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Msl> 


lea,  Morril,  Otis,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Ragfles,  Sanferd, 
Stokes,  Thomas,  Tichenor,   Van    Dyke,   Wsiker  of^ 
Alabama,   WiUisms  of  Mississippi,  and  Williams  «f 
Tennessee. 

On  the  question  "  Shall  this  resolution  pass  Y* — 
it  having  been' previously  read  a  third  time — it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  29,  nays  13, 

as  follows : 

YsAs — Messrs.  Brown,  Banrill,  Dsns,  Diekerson, 
Eaton,  Edwards,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
of  New  York,  Lanman,  Logan,  Macon,  Mellen,  Morri], 
Otis,  Psimer,  Parrott,  Pinkney,  Sanford,  Stokes, 
Thomas,  Tichenor,  Trimble,  Vsn  Dyke.  Williams  of 
Mississippi,  snd  Williams  of  Tennewee. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barboar,  Elliot,  Gaillard,  I^eske, 
Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Pleasants,  Roberts,  Rugfles,  Smith, 
Taylor,  Wsiker  of  Alabama,  and  Wsiker  of  Georgia. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  this  resolution  pass, 
two-thirds  of  the  Senators  concurring. 

MAINE  AND  MI880URL 
The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  Missouri  question. 

Mr.  RuGOLEs,  of  Ohio,  said,  he  would  detain 
the  Senate  but  a  short  time  upon  the  subject  under 
consideration.  Gentlemen  oi  distinguished  talents 
and  ability  have  travelled  ovo'  the  whole  grotmd, 
and  but  little  now  can  be  said  that  will  throw  any 
additional  light  upon  the  question.  It  is  admitted 
upon  all  sides  to  be  a  question  of  great  interest 
and  importance,  and  one  that  involves  the  present 
peace  and  happiness  of  the  nation,  as  well  as  its 
future  prosperitv  and  tranquillity. 

Mr.  R.  said  ne  sincerely  regretted  the  course  the 
Senate  had  adopted  in  regard  to  uniting  the  two 
bills.  The  admission  of  Maine,  and  the  passage 
of  a  law  to  authorize  the  people  of  Missouri  to  form 
for  themselves  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, are  distinct  questions,  and  involve  distinct 
considerations.  They  have  not  progressed  to  the 
same  point.  They  are  not  in  the  same  stage  of 
legislation.  The  people  of  Maine  have  met  in  con- 
vention and  form^  their  constitution,  and  it  is  now 
presented  to  Congress  for  their  acceptance.  The 
only  question  is,  veill  Congress  admit  her  into  the 
Union,  or  shall  her  application  be  rejected?  No 
objections  are  made,  no  reasons  are  assigned,  why 
Maine  should  not  be  admitted  a  member  of  the 
Ainerican  Union.  Not  so  with  Bdissouri;  the  pas- 
sage of  a  law  to  authorize  her  to  form  a  constitution, 
requires  much  legislation  and  detail,  and  ought  to 
be  examined  carefully.  Hence,  the  incompata- 
bility  of  uniting  them.  The  admissioii  of  a  new 
State  into  the  Union  is  a  solemn  act ;  it  ought  to 
stand  or  fall  by  its  own  merits,  and  not  depend  for 
its  support  upon  any  management  or  adventitious 

aid. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Robehts)  pre- 
sents at  this  stage  of  the  bill  the  only  topic  of  dis- 
cussion. The  amendment  provides  "that. the 
'  further  introduction  into  the  said  State  of  per- 
'  sons  to  be  held  to  slavery  or  involuntary  servi- 
'  tude,  within  the  same,  shall  be  absolutely  and 
'  irrevocably  prohibited."   The  principle  contained 
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im  the  ameDdoient  is  a  humane  and  Bakrfary  oae, 
and  ought  to  be  iocorporated  intu  every  system  of 
government  established  among  men  ;  but  more 
particularly  in  the  formation  of  a  new  member  of 
this  great  Confederacy.  It  is  clearly  authorized 
by  the  proTiaions  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  has  been  sanctioned  by  a  uniform 
and  uninterrupted  course  o[  legislation. 

Before  he  proceeded  to  the  Constitutional  ex- 
amination of  this  subject,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  must  be 
permitted  to  express  his  astonishment  and  surprise 
at  the  sentimentji  and  opinions  advanced  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  who  ad- 
dressed the  Senate  yesterday.     That  gentleman 
justified  slavery  on  the  broadest  principles,  without 
qualification  or  reserve.     This  was  taaing  entirely 
new  ground;  it  was  going  farther  than  he  had 
ever  heard  any  gentleman  go  before.     Heretofore, 
in  discussions  upon  this  subject,  slavery  had  not 
been  considered  as  a  matter  of  right,  but  as  an 
evil,  a  misfortune  entailed  upon  the  country,  for 
which  no  complete  remedy  could  be  suggested. 
But  we  are  referred  for  a  justification  of  the  prin- 
ciple, to  Athens,  Sparta,  and   Rome.     Because 
Aey  had  slaves,  and  subjected  a  portion  of  their 
fellow-creatures  to  unconditional  bondage,  it  is 
contended  that  our  countrymen  are  iustifi«i  in  fol- 
lowing their  example.     Mr.  R.  said  he  hoped  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  mankind  were  better  under- 
stood in  the  present  age,  than  at  any  former  period 
of  which  history  gives  any  account.     The  Greeks 
and  Romans  made  slaves  of  their  prisoners  taken 
in  war,  but  that  barbarous  practice  had  long  been 
exploded,  and  prisoners  are  now  entitled  to,  and 
do  receive,  mild  and  lenient  treatment ;  and  on 
conclusion  of  hostilities,  are  all  restored  to  liberty. 
It  is  said  also,  that  God's  chosen  pemJe,  the  Israel- 
ites, were  held  in  bondage  to  the  Egyptians,  and 
that,  too,  by  the  permission  of  the  Almighty  him- 
self.    This  authority  in  support  of  slavery,  is  an 
tmfortnnate  one.    Instead  ofjustifVing  it,  the  con- 
trary inference  is  irresistible.      The  Divine  dis- 
^easure  was  most  si^ally  manifested  against  the 
Sgyptians  for  their  sms  in  opjiressing  and  enslav- 
ing the  Israelites.     Successive  judgments  fell  upon 
them,  until  they  were  compelled  to  give  up  and 
release  those  unfortunate  sufferers.    Mr.  R.  said 
he  hoped  the  same  judgments  would  not  be  reserv- 
ed to  scourge  our  own  countrymen. 

The  question  of  the  right  of  human  slavoy,  ab- 
stractly considered,  admits  of  no  dispute.  It  can- 
not be  justified.  The  right  to  hold  them  results 
from  the  laws  of  civil  society,  by  the  exercise  of 
arbitrary  powers,  and  not  from  the  laws  of  nature. 
It  is  a  violation  of  the  fundamental  principles  of 
Republican  Government,  and  repn^ant  to  the 
great  and  essential  rights  contained  m  the  Decla- 
tion  of  Independence ;  rights  which  ought  alwavs 
to  be  adhered  to  in  estabU^ing  the  foundations  of  a 
new  community. 

It  is  not'  my  intention,  said  Mr.  R.,  to  disturb 
the  question  as  relates  to  States  Who  are  now 
members  of  the  Union,  and  whose  laws  and  con- 
stitutions recognise  this  species  of  property.  Those 
rights  are  to  be  held  sacred — they  must  remain  j 
nndisturbe*.     The  framers  of  the  Constitution 


have  settled  those  princiT^  in  the  spirit  of  oom^ 
promise,  and  all  the  parties  to  the  Federal  compact 
are  bound  by  it  But,  on  the  question  of  admit* 
ting  new  States  into  the  Union,  the  case  w  open) 
Congress  may  exercise  a  sound  discretion,  not  in- 
compatible with  the  provisions  of  the  Constitutioa. 
It  will  now  be  my  ooject  to  show  that  this  right 
does  exist  ia  Congress,  and  that  restrictions  aad 
limitations  of  various  characters  have  been  im* 
posed  upon  the  new  States  that  have  heretofore 
oeen  admitted  into  the  Union. 

The  third  article  of  the  fourth  section  of  the 
Constitution  provides,  that  "  new  States  may  be 
'  admitted,  by  the  Congress,  into  this  Union ;  but 
'  no  new  State  shall  be  formed  or  erected  within 
'  the  jurisdiction  of  any  other  Sute,  nor  any  Btala 
'  be  formed  by  the  junction  of  two  or  more  StatN) 
'  without  the  consent  of  the  Legislatures  of  the 
'  States  concerned,  as  well  as  of  Congress."     Thi* 
fl^ant  of  power  is  full,  perfect,  and  complete.   That 
Congress  may  admit  new  States  into  the  Union, 
certainly  implies  that  Congress  may  exercise  its 
sovereign  discretion  on  the  subject.     The  clause 
is  not  imperative ;  it  may  admit,  or  it  may  refuse 
to  admit.     Congress  has  a  right  to  judge  at  what 
time  it  may  be  expedient  and  proper  to  exercise 
their  authority,  ana  grant  the  privilwe  to  a  Terri- 
tory to  become  a  member  of  the  Union.     It  has 
also  a  right  to  prescribe  the  terms,  provided  then 
terms  are  compatible  with  the  Constitution,  and 
do  not  violate  any  of  the  essential  rights  of  sover- 
eignty.    It  is  not  a  lawful  exercise  of  sovereignty, 
in  the  formation  of  a  new  society,  to  make  one- 
half  the  population  slaves — it  is  usurpation  and  ty- 
ranny.    Lawful  sovereignty  in  a  Republic  consi«ts 
in  securing  the  rights  and  liberties  of^ail,  not  in  Che 
destruction  and  utter  annihilation  of  the  rights  aad 
liberties  of  one-half.    Congress  may  then  say  to  a 
Territory,  u  a  condition  of  her  admission  into  the 
Union,  you  shall  provide,   irrevocably,   that  the 
righy  and  liberties  of  the  whole  people  shall  be 
respected ;  and  if  this  is  not  done,  admission  may 
be  refused.   The  time  has  not  arrived  when  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  admit.   "■  Congress  is  authorized  to  estab- 
•  lishanuniformruleof  naturalization,  and  uniform 
'  laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies,  throughout  the 
'  United  States."    In  the  grant  <^  these  powers,  is 
there  no  room  left  for  legislation?    Must  Congress 
adopt  precisely  the  same  laws  on  this  subject,  that 
other  nations,  or  some  of  the  States  had  before 
adopted  ?     Is  there  no  opportunity  for  discretion, 
for  alteration,  or  detail  ?     Such  a  course  of  reasoo- 
ing  would  be  absurd — it  would  find  no  advocates. 
Yet  it  would  be  equally  correct  and  plausible,  with 
the  reason  assigried  against  the  restriction  offered. 

Having  established  the  right  of  Congnas  to  im- 
pose tlie  condition  contained  in  the  amendments, 
Mr.  R.  said,  he  would  introduce  other  clauses  of 
the  Constitution,  to  show  that  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  framers  of  that  instrument  to  vest  Congress 
with  the  power  of  prohibiting  the  extimsion  of 
slavery,  beyond  the  States  m  which  it  was  then 
tolerated.  "  The  migration  or  imporUtion  of  such 
'  persons  as  any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall 
'  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by 
'  the  Congress,  prior  to  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
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*■  hundred  and  eight"  It  must  be  admitted  that 
this  clause  is  ncgatirt  in  its  character,  and  confen< 
no  power  whatever.  It  is  a  prohibition,  for  a  lim- 
ited time,  of  the  exercise  of  other  powers,  with 
which  Congress  are  invested  by  the  Constitution. 
"  Congress  may  regulate  commerce  with  foreign 
nations^  and  among  the  several  States,  and  with 
the  Indian  tnbes."  Slaves  were  an  article  of  com- 
merce, and  their  introduction  into  the  United 
States  might  have  been  prohibited  immediately 
on  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  had  not  this 
power  been  suspended  until  the  year  1808,  by  the 
operation  of  the  clause  above  quoted.  But  let  it 
be  remembered,  that  Congress  was  left  free  and 
untrammelled  with  regard  to  the  territories  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  State  that  might  be  created 
out  of  them  before  the  year  1808.  The  clause  ap- 
]ili«s  to  the  States  then  existing,  not  to  any  that 
were  afterwards  to  exist.  The  State  of  Ohio  was 
admitted  in  1602.  Congress  would  hare  had  foil 
power  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of  slaves  as  an 
article  of  commerce  before  the  year  1808,  if  slavery 
had  not  been  absolutely  prohibited  by  the  ordinance 
of  1787.  From  this  it  manifestly  appears  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  those  who  made  tne  Constitu- 
tion^  to  confine  slavery  to  the  States  then  exiting, 
and  forever  to  prohibit  it  in  the  territories  or  States 
that  might  be  formed  out  of  them,  or  else  the  pro- 
hibition would  have  extended  to  tnem  also. 

Mr.  R.  said,  it  would  be  his  object  now  to  show 
that  it  had  been  the  constant  practice  of  Congress 
to  impose  similar  restrictions  upon  new  States, 
when  admitted  into  the  Union.  The  right  of 
Congress  to  do  so,  had  never  been  questioned  or 
doubted.  The  amendment  now  offered,  which 
prohibits  the  further  introduction  of  slaves  in  Mis- 
souri, is  not  starting  a  new  principle,  or  occupying 
new  groimd — it  is  only  following  the  beaten  tnuoi 
of  former  legislation.  The  States  of  Ohio,  Indi- 
ana, and  Illinois,  stand  upon  the  same  footing; 
nocking  is  required  of  Missouri  but  what  was  re- 
quired of  those  States,  as  a  condition  of  their  ad- 
mission into  the  Union.  They  were  required  to 
form  their  constitutions  in  conformity  with  the  or- 
dinance of  1787,  which  cN'dinance  irrevocably  pro- 
hibited slavery  and  involuntary  servitude.  How 
do  gentlemen  get  along  with  this  ordinance,  and 
the  practice  wnich  has  grown  up  under  it.  They 
do  not  hesitate  to  declare  it  an  usurpation,  an  un- 
authorized assumption  of  power,  having  no  oblig- 
atory force  whatever.  Mr.  R.  said,  he  did  not 
expect  to  hear  such  doctrines  advanced  upon  this 
floor.  Let  gentlemen  beware  how  they  break  up 
and  destroy  the  new  governments  of  the  West ; 
they  arc  all  bottomed  upon  this  ordinance ;  it  is  the 
strong  hold  of  our  civil  polity  and  private  rights. 
Tkia  ordinance  has  been  to  the  people  of  the  North- 
weatcm  territory  a  rule  of  actum — a  guide  to  direct 
their  course — "a  cloud  by  day,  and  a  pillar  of  fire 
by  night."  The  Israelites  of  old  could  not  have 
been  more  prosperous  in  settling  their  favorite  Ca- 
naan, under  the  immediate  govemtnent  of  God 
himself,  than  have  been  the  people  of  that  country 
under  the  principles  of  this  ordinance.  Twenty 
rears  ago  there  were  scarcely  twenty  thousand  in- 
nabttaats  in  that  portion  of  country  now  constitut- 


ing the  State  of  Ohio ;  at  this  time  their  nuzaW 
is  swelled  to  more  than  half  a  millioa.  What 
country  can  boast  an  equal  increase  of  population 
in  the  same  period  of  time  ? 

A  flew  remarks  only  will  show  that  this  ordi- 
nance is  not  an  usurpation,  but  that  the  Old  Con- 
gress had  full  power  to  pass  it  The  Old  Congress 
were,  by  ihe  articles  of  Confederation,  authorized 
to  make  requisitions  upon  the  several  Stetcs  for 
men  to  prosecute  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and 
for  money  to  pay  them.  Without  this  authority 
the  progress  of  resistance  must  have  stopped  in  its 
course,  and  the  best  hopes  of  the  patriot  failed. 
The  more  effectually  to  accomplish  this  object,  and 
to  provide  funds  to  continue  the  war,  and  meet 
their  engagements  to  the  soldiers,  "a  resoiution 
'  was  pa^s^  on  the  6th  day  of  September,  1760, 
'  recommending  to  the  several  States  in  the  Union, 
*■  having  claims  to  waste  and  unappropriated  lands 
'  in  the  Western  country,  a  liberal  cession  to  the 
'  United  States  of  a  portion  of  their  respective 
'  claims,  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  Uni<m.^ 
In  a  few  years  after  the  passage  of  this  resolution. 
Virginia,  New  York,  and  Connecticut,  made  formal 
cessions  of  their  claims  to  the  territM'y  northwest 
of  the  river  Ohio.  The  articles  of  %onfederation 
authorized  Congress  to  admit  new  States  into  the 
Confederacy.  In  pursuance  of  that  authority  this 
celebrated  ordinance  was  passed,  which  divided 
the  territory  into  States,  to  be  admitted  members 
of  the  Coniiederacy,  as  soon  as  they  should  have  a 
sufficient  number  oi  inhabitants.  Regulations  were 
made  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands,  to  raise  funds 
to  pay  the  debts  and  meet  the  engagements  of  the 
nation.  What  power  can  be  more  eleariy  traced? 
Was  authority  ever  exercised  in  a  case  less  suscep- 
tible of  doubt  ? 

Among  the  permanent  articles  of  that  ordinance 
is  the  fulTowing :  "  There  shall  be  neither  slavery 
nor  involuntary  servitude  in  the  said  territory, 
otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of  crimes,  whereof 
the  party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted."  This 
was  a  prudent  civil  regulation,  adopted  under  the 
influence  of  those  great  principles  of  liberty  aod 
the  rights  of  man  for  which  the  country  had  been 
so  signally  contending.  The  benefits  of  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus,  triu  by  jury,  and  the  free  exer- 
cise of  their  religious  opinions,  were  all  secured  Co 
the  people  of  the  territory.  When  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  was  adopted,  a  clause 
was  inserted,  that  "  all  debts  contracted,  and  en- 
gagements entered  into,  before  the  adoption  of 
this  Constitution,  shall  be  as  valid  agunst  the 
United  States,  under  this  Constitution,  as  under 
the  Confederation."  The  first  Congress  that  con- 
vened under  the  Constitution  recogtdsed  this 
ordinance  as  having  obligatory  force,  and  passed 
a  law  to  continue  its  operation,  and  adapt  it  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution.  Every  subse- 
quent Legislature,  down  to  the  present  time,  has 
considered  it  a  legitimate  exercise  of  sovereignty 
on  the  part  of  the  Old  Congress.  It  is  now,  w 
the  first  time,  disturbed,  and  its  authority  called 
in  question. 

Admit,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  the  principle  now  con- 
ten<kd  for  by  the  gentlemen  upon  the  other  side 
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of  the  qaestion,  is  cmi^t,  and  what  i%  the  mult  ? 
All  contracts  made  for  the  survey  aad  sale  of  the 
public  Lands,  under  the  authority  of  the  ordinance, 
and  before  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  must 
be  null  and  void.  Purchasers  hare  no  valid  title; 
the  right  and  security  in  which  they  trusted  are 
taken  from  under  them,  and  they  become  the  mis- 
erable victims  of  a  misguided  policy,      i 

Mr.  R.  said  he  would  dwell  no  longer  upon  the 
ordinance,  but  proceed  to  an  examination  of  some 
of  the  principles  contained  in  the  amendment  re- 
ported oy  the  Judiciary  Committee.  There  were 
{propositions  in  that  amendment  that  equally  vio- 
ate  and  impair  the  sovereignty  of  the  contemplated 
State  of  Missouri  with  that  for  the  exclusion  of 
slavery.  These  excite  no  alarm ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, are  supported  by  the  gentlemen  on  the  op- 
posite side.  Mr.  R.  said  he  alluded  to  that  part  of 
the  amendment  reported  by  the  committee,  wlych 
prohibits  the  new  State  of  Missouri  from  taxing 
the  public  lands  for  five  years  after  they  are  sold  ; 
the  lands  granted  to  the  soldiers  of  the  late  war, 
for  a  limited  time ;  and  the  levying  of  a  tax  or 
toll  on  the  people,  who  may  use  the  navigable 
streams,  an(Lthe  waters  leading  into  the  same, 
within  the  sfld  State. 

One  of  the  most  important  attributes  of  sover- 
eignty is  the  power  of  taxation.  Without  this 
power  no  Government  can  sustain  itself;  it  is  the 
life-blood  of  its  existence.  Yet  gentlemen  who 
€ay  we  cannot  restrict  Missouri,  with  regard  to 
the  holding  of  slaves,  support  the  heavier  and  more 
important  restrictions  in  the  power  of  taxation. 

It  may  be  contended  that  this  is  an  agreement 
between  Congress  and  the  new  State,  and  operates 
in  the  nature  of  a  compact,  for  which  there  is  an 
equivalent  given.  If  so,  the  case  is  not  altered. 
A  compact  can  be  made  on  the  subject  of  exclud- 
ing slavery  as  well  as  that  of  taxation.  The  prin- 
ciples are  the  same,  and  no  human  ingenuity  can 
separate  them. 

It  is  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  that 
when  a  new  State  is  admitted  into  tne  Union, 
that  she  possesses  the  same  sovereignty  that  any 
of  the  old  States  possess,  and  that  any  power  ex- 
ercised by  the  old  Sutes,  may  be  exercised  by  the 
new  States.     No  restrictions  can  be  imposed,  no 
compact  can  be  made  with  them.     This  assertion 
ic  at  war  with  the  uniform  proceedings  of  Con- 
groKs  on  the  admission  of  new  States ;  it  is  at  war 
with  the  very  provisions  of  the  bill,  and  the-amend- 
ment  now  under  consideration.     The  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  New  York  has  imposed,  and  col- 
lects a  tax  of  one  dollar  on  each  person  sailing  in 
the  steamboats  between  New  York  and  Albany  ; 
yet  the  amendment  reported   by  the  con.mittee 
provides,  "  that  the  river  Mississippi,  and  the  navi- 1 
gable  rivers  and  waters   leading  into  the  same,  I 
shall  be  common  highways,  and  forever  free,  as  I 
well  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  State  as  to 
other  citizens  of  the   United  States,  without  any  | 
tax,  duty,  impost,  or  toll,  therefor,  imposed  by  the  1 
said  State."     Then  it  is  evident  that  New  York 
is  exercising  a  right,  of  which  right  you  deprive  i 
Missouri.     Again,  the  site  of  Fort   Fayette,  in 
Pennsylvania,  owned  by  the  General  Government,  I 


is  regularly  taxed  by  the  Legislature  of  that  State, 
and  the  money  to  defray  the  same  is  annually 
paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States ; 
while  you  restrict  MisM)uri,  not  only  from  taxing 
the  lands  of  the  United  States,  but  for  five  years 
after  they  have  been  sold  to  individuals.  You  go 
further;  you  propose  to  restrict  Missouri  from 
taxing  the  lands  of  the  soldiers  of  the  late  war, 
for  a  tend  of  years  after  the  patents  have  been 
granted.  How  do  gentlemen  reconcile  those  pro- 
visions in  the  amendment  with  the  principles  tney 
advance?  They  cannot  be  reconciled.  It  seems 
as  though  gentlemen  are  willing  to  impose  any 
restriction  upon  Missouri,  except  that  of  the  far- 
ther introduction  of  slavery. 

It  b  said,  that  the  navigable  streams  and  the  pub- 
lic lands  are  extra-territorial,  and  that  the  States 
have  no  right  to  impose  any  tax  upon  the  use  of 
the  streams  or  upon  the  lands.  If  that  be  the  fact, 
why  is  it  made  an  indispensable,  irrevocable  con- 
dition with  every  new  State  that  is  admitted  into 
the  Union,  that  thev  shall  not  exercise  this  power, 
in  consideration  oi  which  you  agree  to  give  the 
States  certain  benefits  and  privileges?  What !  re- 
quire the  States  to  renounce  a  jxjwer  they  do  not 
possess,  and  make  a  formal  compact  with  them  on 
the  subject!     Such  would  be  singular  legislation. 

The  cases  before  cited,  of  New  York  and  Penn- 
sylvania, show  that  the  power  of  taxation  does  re- 
side in  the  States,  and  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  Stales  has  acquiesced  in  the  exercise  of  the 
same.  Mr.  R.  said  his  only  object  was,  to  show 
that  Congress  had  the  same  right  to  restrict  the 
further  introduction  of  slavery  in  the  new  State,  as 
to  make  any  other  restrictions  whatever,  and  tnat 
there  was  no  difference  in  point  of  principle. 

When  Louisiana  was  admitted  into  the  Union, 
she  was  required,  in  addition  to  the  usual  restric- 
tions upon  the  new  States,  the  exclusion  of  slavery 
excepted,  to  transact  and  record  her  legislative 
and  judicial  proceeding  in  English,  and  secure  to 
her  citizens  the  right  of  trial  by  jury.  All  these 
are  violations  of  her  sovereignty,  if  tne  arguments 
advanced  by  gentlemen  in  opposition  are  correct. 

Mr.  R.  said,  gentlemen  have  referred  us  to  the 
treaty  with  France,  ceding  the  Louisiana  country 
to  the  United  States,  and  say,  h^  the  stipulations 
of  that  treaty.  Congress  are  precluded  from  ma- 
king any  regulation  on  the  subject  of  slavery. 
Upon  a  careful  examination  of  that  treaty  it  will 
be  found,  that  such  a  construction  is  not  warranted 
by  the  language  of  it.  The  third  article  declares 
''  that  the  mhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall 
'  be  incorporated  into  the  Union  of  the  United 
'  States,  and  admitted  as  soon  as  possible,  accord- 
'  ing  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
'  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages, 
'  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  United  States; 
'  and  in  the  mean  time  they  shall  be  maintained 
'  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their 
'  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion  which  they 
'  profess."  The  last  clause  can  nave  no  applica- 
tion to  the  inhabitants  of  that  country  any  longer 
than  while  they  remain  under  a  Territorial  govern- 
ment ;  and  if  it  did,  there  is  nothing  in  it  to  pre- 
Tent  any  regulation  Congress  mighttbink  proper  to 
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make,  as  to  the  future  acquisition  of  such  property. 
And  will  any  one  pretend  that  the  former  part  of 
the  clause,  in  any  way  interferes  with  the  ordinary 
discretion  of  Congress  in  the  admission  of  new 
States  out  of  the  territory?  It  must  have  been 
transferred,  with  the  understanding  by  the  contract- 
ing parties,  that  the  people  of  that  territory  were  to 
have  no  more  "  righu,  advantages,  and  immunities," 
tfMB  were  possessed  by  the  people  of  the  North- 
weMern  Territory.  There  Congress  had  a  right, 
and  did  exercise  the  right  of  excluding  slavery. 
Had  the  treaty  intended  to  secure  to  the  people  of 
that  country  tne  privilege  of  holding  slaves,  there 
would  have  been  a  stipmation  in  express  terms  se- 
curing it  to  them. 

On  the  subject  of  ceding  territory  to  the  United 
States  there  nas  been  an  uniform  practice,  a  sort 
of  common  law,  by  reference  to  which,  we  shall 
obtain  some  light.  Whenever  a  cession  is  made, 
and  it  is  intended  by  the  contracting  parties  that 
slavery  should  be  tolerated  in  the  ceded  territory,  it 
has  been  expressly  mentioned,  and  a  clause  inserted 
providing  tnat  Congress  should  not  exercise  the 
power  of  excluding  it.  .  Such  was  the  case  of  the 
cession  by  North  Carolina  of  her  western  territory, 
which  now  constitutes  the  flourishing  State  of  Ten- 
nessee. It  was  an  express  condition  on  the  part  of 
North  Carolina,  when  the  transfer  was  made, 
''  that  no  regulations  made,  or  to  be  made  by  Con- 
gress, shall  tend  to  emancipate  slaves."  In  the  ar- 
ticles of  agreement  and  cession  between  the  United 
States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  ceding  that  por- 
tion of  country  which  now  composes  the  States  of 
Mississippi  and  Alabama,  it  is  provided  that  the 
ordinance  of  Congress  of  1787,  should  extend  to 
the  said  territory,  tnat  article  only  excepted  which 
excludes  slavery. 

The  foregoing  cessions  of  North  Carolina  and 
Georgia  serve  to  explain  what  were  the  views  of 
our  statesmen  of  the  Constitution  at  that  time. 
The  provisions  made  to  prevent  Congress  from  ex- 
ercising the  right  is  an  irresistible  inference  that 
the  right  existed,  and  that  the  parties  so  consid- 
ered it. 

In  the  cession  of  the  Northwestern  Territory  to 
the  United  States,  no  such  provision  was  made. 
Congress  was  there  left  free  to  exercise  its  discre- 
tion. The  ordinance  was  immediately  passed,  ex- 
cluding slavery,  and  the  first  Congress  under  the 
Constitution  recognised  the  ordinance  by  a  legis- 
lative act ;  and,  when  the  States  were  admitted 
into  the  Union  from  that  territory,  the  exclusion 
of  slavery  was  made  an  indispensable  condition. 
The  States  from  the  South,  where  slavery  is  tol- 
erated, all  concurred  in  the  several  measures  of 
prohibiting  the  further  extension  of  slavery,  and 
no  question  of  the  right  to  do  so  has  ever  been 
made  until  the  present  time.  If  such  has  been  the 
case  with  regard  to  the  Northwestern  Territory, 
why  do  not  the  same  rules  and  principles  apply  to 
the  Louisiana  country  ?  The  language  in  tne  ces- 
sion of  the  Northwestern  Territory,  as  to  the  rights 
of  its  citizens  and  the  future  sovereignty  of  the 
States,  is  much  stronger  than  that  used  in  the 
Louisiana  treaty.  The  act  of  cession  declares 
that  the  States  to  be  formed  out  of  the  territory 


shall  have  the  same  "  rights  of  freedom,  sovereign- 
ty, and  independence,  as  the  original  States."  The 
Louisiana  treaty  provides  that  ^  the  inhabitants  of 
the  ceded  territory  shall  enjoy  all  the  rights,  ad- 
vantages, and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States."  If  Congress  had  the  power  to  exclude 
slavery  from  the  Northwestern  Territory — and, 
Mr.  R.  said,  he  believed  that  it  had  been  clearly 
shown  that  they  had — no  doubt  whatever  could 
exist  on  the  subject  as  it  relates  to  the  country  be- 
yond the  Mississippi.  Not  a  word  was  said  con- 
cerning slaves.  It  it  had  been  the  intention  of 
the  negotiators  of  that  treaty,  to  have  secured  the 
people  forever  in  the  enjoyment  and  acquisition 
of  that  species  of  [xoperty,  they  would  have  in- 
serted a  clause  on  the  subject  similar  to  those  in 
the  cessions  of  North  Carolina  and  CJeorgia. 

On  the  expediency  of  {Mreventing  the  ftirther  ex- 
tea^ion  of  slavery,  there  ought  to  be  but  one  opin- 
ion. Confine  it  to  the  States  where  it  exists,  and 
let  every  exertion  be  made  by  the  whole  country 
to  mitigate  its  evils.  The  partial  relief  that  would 
be  given  by  extending  it  over  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  the  country  beyond  the  Mississippi  would 
be  temporary.  The  future  safety  and  happiness  of 
this  Republic  depends  upon  populatibg  the  West- 
em  States  with  tree  people.  The  voice  of  policy 
and  humanity  dictates  such  a  course. 

We  are  told  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  that 
the  gentlemen  opposed  to  restriction  are  also  op- 
posed to  slavery.  He  has  allude  to  Virginia  in 
language  of  the  highest  eulogy.  It  i^  said,  she  has 
been  opposed  to  slavery  in  all  its  forms,  and  that 
the  acts  of  her  State  government  and  the  opinions 
of  her  distinguished  men  have  been  uniform  on 
this  subject.  Mr.  R.  said  he  was  willing  to  admit 
that  Virginia  had  done  much  in  o{^>08ition  to 
slavery,  and  that  she  was  entitled  to  great  nraitie 
and  consideration  for  the  zeal  with  which  she  re- 
sisted the  corrupt  powers  of  the  Kings  and  Parlia- 
ments of  Great  Britain,  when  they  authorized  the 
introduction  of  slaves  into  that  colony.  This  op- 
position will  for  ever  remain  a  proud  memorial  of 
her  principles  and  her  humanity.  It  shows  in 
deep-toned  language  her  abhorrence  of  this  abomi- 
nable traffic.  I  regret,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  she  does 
rnot  follow  up  her  principles,  and  act  consistently 
with  herself  She  has  it  in  her  power  to  prevent 
other  States  from  being  cursed  with  the  same  ca- 
lamities of  which  she  so  loudly  complains.  Let 
her  present  statesmen  now  do  for  the  territory  be- 
yond the  Mississippi,  what  her  former  statesmen 
have  done  for  the  territory  northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio.  This  day's  legislation  is  not  to  perish  with 
us — it  is  to  endure  for  centuries.  Millions  of  pos- 
terity are  to  be  benefitted  or  injured  by  it.  Let  us 
open  the  vista  of  futurity,  and  look  at  Missouri 
fifty  or  a  hundred  years  hence.  Instead  of  behold- 
ing a  free  population,  industrious,  rich,  and  happy, 
you  will  perhaps  see  a  majority  of  slaves,  restless 
under  oppression,  spreading  alarm  and  terror  among 
her  people.  It  is  too  late  to  remedy  the  evil — they 
must  submit  to  their  misfortunes,  whatever  they 
may  be.  Mr.  R.  said,  he  would  ask,  if  they  could 
attribute  their  misfortunes  to  the  arbitrary  edicts 
of  a  British  King,  or  to  the  corrupt  acts  of  a  Brit- 
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»h  ParliameBt  1  No,  «ir,  they  will  trace  the  souice 
of  their  eyils  to  this  body,  to  the  Conc'ess  of  the 
Uoited  States — the  recorded  voles  of  the  Legiala- 
tore  of  the  nation  are  to  fix  their  destinies  forever. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  had  nothing  at  heart  but  the  m- 
terestand  pro^rity  of  Missouri,  and  the  great  and 
permanent  interest  of  all  the  United  States.  The 
welfare  and  future  prospects  of  that  country  are 
ooonected  with  the  future  destinies  of  Ohio,  We 
must  stand  and  prosper  together,  or  perish  in  one 
common  ruin.  We  inhabit  the  great  valley  of  the 
West— we  belong  to  the  family  of  the  Mississippi. 
Our  latitude,  pursuits,  productions,  and  market,  are 
the  same ;  nature  has  identified  our  interests ;  and, 
Mr.  R.  said,  he  hoped  that  no  misguided  policy  or 
mistaken  views  would  ever  separate  them. 

It  is  said  that  the  people  of  Missouri  will  not 
aahmit  to  the  restriction,  should  it  be  incorporated 
into  the  law.  Mr.  R.  said,  on  that  subject  he 
thought  there  could  be  no  doubt.  He  said  he  well 
knew  the  intelligence,  enterprise,  and  adventurous 
q)irit  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  territory  ;  but  he 
could  not  be  induced  to  believe  that  those  high 
qualities  could  ever  be  brought  into  action  in  op- 

rition  to  the  laws  of  the  land.  They  would  pre- 
that  happy  and  tranquil  state  of  society,  where 
the  "  law  is  at)0ve  the  people,  and  not  the  people 
above  the  law." 

Mr.  Trimblb,  of  Ohio,  said  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention, at  the  commencement  of  this  discussion, 
to  have  taken  any  part  in  the  debate.  But,  said 
he,  positions  have  oeen  assumed,  and  arguments 
advanced,  which  have  produced  m  me  a  desire  to 
submit  a  few  observations  in  relation  to  the  power 
of  Congress  to  adopt  the  proposed  amendmoit.^ 
in  doing  which,  I  will  endeavor,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable, to  avoid  the  argiiments  which  have  been 
urged  by  the  advocates  of  this  power.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Rhode  Island,  (Mr.  Bdbrill,)  and 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Otis,) 
have  left  nothing  to  be  added  on  some  branches  of 
this  subject.  I  do  not,  however,  exactly  concur 
in  all  their  views. 

In  expounding  the  Federal  Constitution,  it  is 
Moper  to  examine  the  nature  of  the  State  and 
Federal  Goverruaents;  the  objects  for  which  they 
were  instituted ;  the  principles  upon  which  they 
were  established,  and  the  compacts  or  constitu- 
tions by  which  they  were  created ;  and  the  inten- 
tion of  the  parties  may  be  further  discovered  from 
that  period  of  our  history.  ^  But  little  aid  can  be 
derived  from  the  history  of  other  countries.     The 
political  institutions  of  the  ancients  were  founded 
m  fraud  or  force,  and  varied  to  suit  the  views  of 
ambition ;  to  increase  and  perpetuate  the  power  of 
(he  rulers;  personal  rights  were  not  secured  nor 
nolitical  rights  properly  understood.     Where  the 
lorms  of  compact  have  been  assumed,  they  have 
been  between  the  governors  and  the  governed ;  be- 
tween a  king  and  a  privileged  order,  or  between  a 
king  and  a  privileged  order  of  the  one  part,  and 
the  pciople  oi  the  other ;  or  they  have  been  treaties 
of  alliance,  offensive  and  defensive,  between  un- 
equal States  possessing  ditferent  forms  of  govern- 
ment.   Tbe  people  of  the  United   States  have 
shown  ^e  first  example  to  the  world  of  a  people, 


in  their  individual  capacity,  and  with  an  equality 
of  political  rights,  forming  with  each  other  cooa- 
pactit  to  organize  society,  and  to  determine  the 
principles  and  prescribe  tne  rules  by  which  the 
people  should  govern  themselves. 

We  have  derived  our  language  and  manv  of 
our  habits  and  opinions  from  a  country  wbose 
political  institutions  bear  but  an  imperfect  analofnr 
to  these  of  our  own  cotmtry.  Hence  the  absurd- 
ity of  Federal  sovereignty  and  State  sovereignty 
which,  at  diAereat  periods  of  our  history,  nave 
been  so  zealously  advocated  by  different  parties. 
This  country,  sir,  knows  no  sovereign  but  tne  peo- 
ple, who  are  the  legitimate  source  of  all  power. 
The  people  created  their  governments,  which  they 
have  a  right  to  modify  or  to  abolish,  as  their  in- 
terests or  opinions  may  require.  < 

This  country  was  divided  by  geographical  boun- 
daries into  thu-teen  unequal  parts  called  Stales. 
The  people  of  each  State  joined  in  a  compact  or 
State  constitution,  and  the  people  of  all  the  States 
united  in  forming  a  general  compact  or  Federal 
Constitution,  to  which  the  States,  in  their  cor- 
porate capacities,  were  also  parties.  One  portion 
of  power  was  given  to  the  State  government; 
another  portion  of  power  was  given  to  the  Federal 
Government.  The  power  which  was  not  given 
to  the  State  government  or  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, remains  with  the  people;  these  governments 
are,  therefore,  limited — neither  of  them  can  be 
sovereign. 

The  objects  of  the  State  governments  are  to 
protect  their  respective  societies  against  domestic 
violence  and  internal  commotion,  and  to  prescribe 
the  rules  by  which  property  is  acquired,  enjoyed, 
and  transferred,  within  the  State.  The  Federal 
Government  was  designed  to  concentrate  the  re- 
sources of  the  States ;  to  guard  the  nation  against 
foreign  aggression  and  external  violence;  to  sup- 
press msurrection,  and  prevent  discord  among  the 
members ;  and  to  regulate  intercourse  between  the 
States  and  with  foreign  countries.  These  govern- 
ments, differing  in  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
powers,  have  a  common  object,  which  is  to  inlcreaae 
and  secure  the  liberty,  and  promote  the  prosperity 
and  happiness,  of  the  people.  And  if  they  do  not 
proceed  harmoniously  in  the  accomplishment  of 
these  great  objects,  it  must  be  attributed  more  to 
the  jealousy  and  selfish  ambition  of  the  persons 
selected  to  perform  their  variotu  functions,  than  to 
discordant  principles  or  dissimilarity  of  interests. 
The  powers  of  the  Federal  Government  are  grant- 
ed in  general  and  comprehensive  terms.  It  was 
not  practicable  to  trace  these  powers  in  all  their 
ramifications,  or  to  describe  minutely  every  act 
which  the  Government  could  rightly  perform.  If 
the  terms  are  not  sufficiently  general  to  embrace 
all  the  powers  which  properly  belong  to  the  sub- 
ject, the  mode  pointed  out,  by  which  to  remedy 
this  defect,  is  to  amend  the  Constitution. 

"New  States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress 
into  this  Union."  May  be  admitted  implies  that 
Congress  must  exercise  their  discretion.  This  dis- 
cretion, however,  is  not  unbounded  or  unrestrained : 
it  is  limited  by  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  must 
always  be  exercised  in  conformity  with  iu  princi- 
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pies.     This  discretion,  in  the  present  case,  is  fur-  I 
ther  limited  by  the  third  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Louisiana,  which  provides  that  "  the  inhabitants  | 

*  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  i 
'  Union  of  the  United  States,  and  admitted  as  soon  ' 

*  as  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  , 
'  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  j 

*  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  the  citi-  \ 
'  zens  of  the  United  States."  | 

To  admit  a  new  State  into  this  Union  is  not  an  I 
act  of  legislation  which  a  subsequent  Legislature 
can  rep«&L     The  act  of  admission,  whether  with  | 
or  without  conditions,  is  a  compact  between  the  I 
United  States  of  the  one  part,  and  the  new  State  > 
of  the  other  part.     The  United  States  grant  their  [ 
protection,  together  with  an  equal  participation  in  i 
the  resou^ce^  of  the  nation  and  iu  the  Grovernment 
thereof,  in  conformity  with  the  principles  o£  the 
Federal  Constitution.     For  these  advantages  the 
new  State  places  its  resources  at  the  disposition  of 
the  Federal  Government,  and  submits  to  the  re- 
strictions imposed  on  its  power  by  the  Federal 
Constitution,  and  by  the  compact  of  Union  made 
in  conformity  with  the  principles  of  that  Consti- 
tution.    The  relations  ol  the  political  family  are 
naodified ;  the  principles  upon  which  the  associa- 
tion has  been  established  cannot  be  changed  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  people. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Pinknev) 
stated  that  Congress  has  a  discretion  to  admit  or 
not  to  admit  new  States  into  this  Union,  but  no 
power  to  impose  any  restriction  or  limitation  on 
the  power  of  a  State  as  a  condition  of  admission ; 
that  if  a  State  is  admitted,  it  must  be  admitted 
with  the  same  rights  and  with  the  same  political 
powers  as  the  original  States;  and  that  no  State, 
m  giving  its  consent  to  the  admission  of  a  new 
State,  can  impose  any  restriction  on  the  power  of 
the  new  State. 

If  Congress  has  no  right  to  impose  restrictions 
and  limitations  on  the  powers  of  a  State,  as  condi- 
tions upon  which  it  may  be  admitted   into  the  i 
Union,  any  which  may  have  been  thus  imposed  i 
are  unconstitutional  and  void.    The  original  States  { 
were  entitled  to  all  the  unappropriated  lands,  and  I 
exercised  absolute  jurisdiction  over  all  the  terri-  ! 
tory  within  their  limits;  and  the  new  Sutes  can-' 
not  be  placed  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  origi-  ! 
nal  States,  without  giving  them  the  same  rights  I 
and  the  same  jurisdiction.     Since  the  adoption  of  ; 
the  Federal  Constitution,  nine  new  States  have  ; 
been  admitted  into  this  Union,  and,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Kentucky  and  Vermont,  which  were 
peculiarly  situated.  Congress  has  imposed  on  all 
these  Statas  condition:,  which  diminish  their  po- 
litical power,  limit  their  jurisdiction  over  the  soil, 
and  a^t  their  rights  to  property  within  their  lim-  ; 
its;  and,  if  I  mistake  not  very  much,  the  amend-  ' 
ment  to  this  bill,  reported  by  the  Judiciary  Com-  , 
mittee,  contains  similar  conditions.     The  State  of 
Virginia  consented  to  the  admission  of  Kentucky  : 
into  this  Union  on  eight  conditions,  some  of  which 
abridged  the  political  rights  and  jurisdiction  of; 
Kentucky.     Tiie  very  bill  before  you,  sir,  is  pred- 
icated on  the  consent  of  the  State  of  Massacbu- : 
setts  for  the  admission  of  the  District  of  Maine  j 
16th  Con.  1st  Scss.— 10 


into  this  Union;  which  consent  has  been  givcmv 
and  accepted  on  nine  conditions,  some  of  whicbf 
materially  affect  the  political  rights  and  juriadic-  - 
tion  of  the  proposed  State. 

The  proposed  restriction  does  not  interfere  with 
any  property  which  was  in  Louisiana,  when  it  was 
ceded  to  the  United  States,  nor  wiUi  any  which 
has  been  since  acquired ;  it  does  not  thereiore  con- 
flict with,  or  violate,  in  any  respect,  the  treaty  of 
Louisiana.     This  restriction  has   no  relation  or: 
necessary  connexion  with  any  constitution  or  form  i 
of  government  which  the  people  of  Missouri  may 
think  proper  to  adopt,  nor  does  it  limit, the  juris- 
diction, or  restrict  the  political  power  of  the  pro- 
posed State  over  the  soilj  or  in  relation  to  any^i 
property  now  within  its  limits.     If  Congress  ha»'i 
not  the  right  to  prescribeas  a  condition  upon  which ) 
a  new  State  may  be  admitted  into  this  Union,  that- 
it  will  prohibit  the  further  introduction  of  a  spe- 
cies of  personal  property  which  is  not  considMed-. 
to  be  a  legitimate  object  of  commerce,  much  Icwlf 
has  Congress  the  right  to  impose  any  conditions  r 
which  will  abridge  the  political  rights,  and  limit 
the  jurisdiction  ot  the  State  over  its  territory,  over 
the  soil,  and  the  property  within  its  limits.     Bot^: 
it  has  been  said  that  the  *'  power  to  dispose  of  and  i 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  r, 
the  territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  thea 
United   States,"  gives  to  Congress  the  right,  ott , ' 
the  admission  of  a  new  State,  to  impose  condir  - 
tions  respecting:  the  public  lands.     The  power  to 
regulate  commerce  among  the  several  States  gives 
to  Congress  the  same  right  to  impose  conditions 
to  prohibit  the  further  introduction  of  slaves — a; 
right  which  might  be  enforced  in  the  ordinary  . 
modes  of  legislation;  but  which,  in  that  fcmn,-^ 
would  (in  some  parts  of  the  country)  produce  in- 
convenience and  unnecessary  restraints. 

"The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  regulate -^ 
commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the 
several  Stat^,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes,"'  to  guar- 
anty that  "  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  Ik  en- 
titled to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citi- 
zens in  the  several  States,"'  and  to  compel  the  res- 
toration of  persons  who  have  fled  from  justice,  or 
from  service  or  labor  in  one  State  to  another  State. 

These  powers  are  not  only  expressly,  but  they 
are  necessarily  given  to  Congress ;  they  result  from- 
the  very  nature  of  the  Federal  Government;  for, 
if  there  were  no  Federal  Government,  if  the  States 
were  perfectly  independent,  their  relations  and 
their  intercourse  with  each  other,  whether  personal, 
or  commercial,  would  necessarily  be  regulated  by 
treaties  between  the  parties  and  by  the  laws  of 
nations. 

Commerce  is  a  barter  of  goods,  an  exchange  of 
moveable  property ;  slaves  are  persons ;  but,  by  the 
laws  of  some  of  the  States,  they  are  also  propierty, 
and  they  are  a  description  of  property  in  which 
commerce  may  be  carried  on,  because  they  may 
be  taken  from  places  where  they  are  less  valuable  < 
to  phices  where  they  are  more  valuable. 

Under  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  with  f<w- 
eign  nations,  Congress  has  prohibited  the  importa- 
tion of  slaves  from  foreign  countries.  Why  have 
the  nations  of  the  civilized  world  (with  but  few 
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exceptions)  united  in  abolishing  the  slave  trade? 
Becaus<;  human  brings  al-e  not  legitimate  objects 
of  commerce ;  because  this  trade  is  rejmgnant  to 
the  feelings  of  humanity,  and  inconsistent  'with 
the  mild  doctrines  of  Christianity. 

If  Congress  has  the  power  to  prohibit  the  im- 

rrtation  of  slaves  from  foreien  countries,  (which 
believe  has  not  been  doubted,)  they  have  the 
same  power  to  prohibit  the  migration  or  transpor- 
tation of  slaves  from  one  State  to  another  State, 
from  States  to  Territories,  and  vice  versa.  The 
terms  in  which  the  powefs  are  granted  are  in  both 
cases  precisely  the  same. 

The  proposed  amendment  will  prevent  the  pres- 
ent inhabitants  of  Missouri  from  bringing  in  slaves 
from  other  States ;  and  it  will  prevent  emigrants 
from  taking  slaves  with  them  to  Missouri  m  the 
character  and  capacity  of  slaves. 

By  preventing  the  present  inhabitants  from 
bringing  slaves  from  other  States,  the  demand  for 
that  species  of  propertv  will  be  increased  and  the 
price  enhanced.  Would  this  be  an  evil,  an  injus- 
tice of  which  the  people  of  Missouri  would  have  a 
right  to  complain  ?  No,  sir ;  this  measure  would 
aiect  their  rights  in  the  same  way  that  the  prohi- 
bition of  the  toreign  slave  trade  aflected  the  rights 
and  interests  of  the  people  of  the  SoiUthem  States, 
but  not  to  the  same  extent,  because  the  products  of 
the  South  are  more  valuable  and  labor  more  pro- 
ductive there  than  in  the  Missouri.  Had  the  peo- 
file  of  Louisiana  been  permitted  to  imjwrt  slaves 
rom  Africa  or  from  the  West  Indies,  they  could 
have  procured  slaves  for  two  or  three  hundred  dol- 
lars each,  at  a  time  when  they  had  to  give  from 
eight  to  twelve  hundred  dollars  each  for  slaves 
brought  from  the  other  States — making  a  differ- 
ence of  four  hundred  per  cent.  The  French  plant- 
ers of  Louisiana  generally  prefer  the  West  India 
slaves,  but  admit  that  they  are  worth  but  half  as 
much  as  the  American  slaves,  and  it  will  leave  a 
difference  of  two  hundred  per  cent.,  a  much  greater 
difference  than  would  be  made  in  Missouri  by  the 
proposed  restriction.  Viewing  this  subject,  there- 
lore,  with  reference  to  immediate  pecuniary  inter- 
ests, without  any  regard  to  the  justice  or  policy 
of  slavery  or  or  the  ultimate  consequences  of  its 
extension,  the  people  of  Louisiana  have  much 
greater  cause  to  complain  of  the  prohibition  of  the 
foreign  slave  trade,  than  the  people  of  Missouri 
would  have  to^mplain  of  the  prohibition  of  the 
domestic  slavetrade.  Why,  then,  has  the  impor- 
tation of  foreign  slaves  been  prohibited?  Why 
have  the  interests  of  the  people  of  Louisiana  been 
sacrificed  1  Because  in  this  respect  they  were  op- 
posed to  the  interests  of  the  nation,  and  did  not 
narmonize  with  the  rights  and  interests  of  man- 
kind. 

The  proposed  restrictions  will  prevent  emigrants 
from  taking  their  slaves  with  them  to  Missouri. 
It  has  been  said  that  Louisiana  was  purchased 
with  the  money  of  the  nation,  for  the  common 
benefit  of  all,  and  that  it  would  be  unjust  to  pre- 
vent the  Southern  people  from  taking  with  them 
Umr  slaves ;  because  it  would  deprive  them  of  any 
anticipation  in  the  advantages  of  that  country. 
This  argument  is  predicated  on  the  supposition 


that  slavery  is  not  a  moral  or  political  evil  from 
which  the  Southern  people  wish  to  escape,  but  a 
blessing,  which  they  desire  to  extend,  to  diffuse, 
and  to  perpetuate.  The  people  of  the  South  are 
not,  nor  can  they  be,  excluded  from  Missouri.  It 
is  only  proposed  to  prevent  their  taking  with  them 
their  slaves  in  the  character  and  capacity  of 
slave?,  upon  the  same  principle  that  emigrants 
from  the  West  Indies  would  oe  prevented  from 
bringing  their  slaves  with  them  to  the  United 
States.  Nor  would  the  proposed  measure  have 
the  effect  to  exclude  the  Southern  people  from 
Missouri.  While  it  would  prevent  some  from 
going,  it  would  operate  as  an  inducement  to  oth- 
ers. One-third,  perhaps  one-half,  of  the  citizens 
of  the  States  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  have  mi- 
grated from  the  slaveholding  States,  and  with 
many  of  them  it  has  been  a  principal  motive  to 
find  a  home  in  a  country  where  there  are  no  slaves. 
It  is  conceded  on  all  sides  that  a  State  has  a  right 
to  abolish  slavery  within  its  territory.  Suppose 
Missouri  were  voluntarily  to  follow  the  example 
of  the  States  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  provide 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  or  at  least  liberate  all 
those  who  hereafter  might  be  brought  within  her 
jurisdiction  ;  would  the  Southern  people  contend, 
in  such  a  case,  that  their  rights  were  thereby  vio- 
lated ?  No,  sir;  they  have  we  same  cause  to  com- 
plain of  Pennsylvania,  or  of  New  York  ;  they 
nad  the  same  cause  to  complain  of  the  prohibition 
'  of  slavery  in  the  Northwest  Territory,  and  in  the 
States  which  have  been  there  formed.  In  the  last 
'<  case  Virginia  had  much  greater  cause  to  com- 
plain ;  yet  Virginia,  who  has  always  been  distin- 
guished for  intelligence,  and  equally  distinguished 
I  for  the  iealousy  with  which  she  has  never  ceased 
'  to  guard  State  rights;  Virginia  has  not  only  acqui- 
:  esced,  but  has  received,  and,  I  have  no  doubt, 
ju5tly  received,  the  credit  of  bringing  forward  that 
system. 

t  If  Missouri  has  a  right  to  liberate  the  slaves 
which  may  be  brought  within  her  jurisdiction, 
:  she  may,  as  a  condition  upon  which  she  will  be 
:  admitted  mto  this  Union,  bind  herself  to  exercise 
i  that  right,  without  impairing  any  right  possessed 
I  by  the  people  in  the  slaveholding  States. 

When   the  Federal    Constitution  was  formed, 
slavery  existed  in  the  country;  it  was  necessarily 
sanctioned  in  the  form  in  which  it  existed ;  but  it 
is  evident,  as  well  from  the  language  and  provis- 
I  ions  of  the  Constitution,  as  from  the  history  of  the 
!  Government,  that  power  was  given  to  Congress 
to  prevent  its  further  extension.     The  word  slave 
!  is  not  found  in  the  Constitution,  and  where  it  has 
I  been  necessary  to  refer  to  slaves,  it  has  4)een  done 
by  a  circumlocution.      The  restrictions  on   the 
I  powers  of  Confess  contained  in  the  ninth  section 
1  of  the  first  article,  which  has  a  direct  relation  to 
)  this  subject,  is  expressly  confined  to  the  States 
I  now  existing.     The  only  clause  which  apparently 
I  conflicts  with  the  foregoing,  viz.,  "  Representatives 
I  and  direct  taxes  shall   be  apportioned  among  the 
several  States  which  may  be  included  within  this 
Union,"  &c.,  admits  of  a  atisfactory  interpreta- 
tion, which  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  obvious 
construction  of  the  former  clause.    In  1785  and  in 
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1786  the  State  of  Vitginia  passed  acts  to  author- 
yee  the  District  of  Kentucky,  then  a  part  of  Vir- 
ginia, to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  member 
of  the  Confederation.  The  application  of  Ken- 
tucky was  pending  before  the  Continental  Con- 
gress at  the  time  the  Federal  Constitution  was 
adopted. 

Before  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution, 
settlements  were  made  in  Kentucky,  which  re- 
ceived great  accession  to  her  population  immedi- 
ately alter  the  close  of  the  war.  The  Distnct  of 
Kentucky  (as  a  part  of  Virginia)  was  a  party  to 
the  Federal  Constitution,  and  was,  under  that 
Constitution,  entitled  to  her  full  participation  in 
the  Federal  Government  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
bers of  her  white  and  black  population.  In  rela- 
tion to  the  Federal  Government,  therefore,  Ken- 
tucky gained  nothing  by  admission  into  the  Union, 
with  the  exception  of  a  separate  and  equal  repre- 
ss senution  in  the  Senate.  This  clause  was  no 
doubt,  intended  to  embrace  Kentucky,  and  perhaps 
T«UMBsee,  (then  a  part  of  North  Carolina,)  which 
had  been  settled  under  similar  circumstances. 

The  ordinance  of  the  13th  July,  1787,  which 
was  passed  before  the  formation  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  prohibited  slavery  in  the  territory 
northwest  of  tne  river  Ohio,  then  the  only  terri- 
tory of  the  United  Stales.  One  of  the  first  acts 
of  tile  Federal  Government  wa-s  to  adapt  this 
ordinance— on  the  7th  August,  178»— to  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution.  This  ordinance  has  not  only 
been  the  foundation  of  all  the  territorial  govern- 
ments (except  Mis.souri  and  Arkansas)  which 
have  been  established  by  Congress;  but,  with  the 
exception  of  Kentucky  and  Vermont,  it  is  the 
basis  of  all  the  constitutions  of  the  new  States 
which  have  been  admitted  into  this  Union.  All 
the  Sutes  acquiesced  in  it  at  the  time,  and  the 
States  of  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  Georgia, 
expressly  sanctioned  it.  Under  every  administra- 
tion, and  by  every  Congress,  acts  have  been  passed  ' 
to  apply  and  to  extend  the  provisions  of  this  ordi- 
nance. 

BuK^he  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Piki- 
hby)  ha^said  that  the  ordinance  of  1787  was  an 
asurpation,  and  is  absolutely  null  and  void  ;  that 
the  Articles  of  Confederation  gave  to  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  no  power  to  acquire  land,  or  to 
form  a  territorial  government.  If  this  doctrine  is 
correct,  sir,  the  United  States  have  no  right  to  the 
territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  which  was 
acquired  by  the  Continental  Congress;  and.  if  the 
rule  of  construction  laid  down  by  the  gentleman 
can  be  fairly  maintained,  that  Congress  has  no 
right  to  impose  any  condition  whatever  on  a  new 
State  when  admitted  into  this  Union,  it  follows 
as  a  necessary  consequence  that  the  States  north- 
west of  the  river  Ohio  are  entitled  to  all  the  un- 
appropriated lands  within  their  respective  limits, 
and  to  the  proceeds  of  all  the  lands  sold  by  the 
United  States  within  these  States  since  they  were 
respectively  admitted  mto  this  Union. 

But  it  is  not  necessary,  in  relation  to  the  present 
subject,  to  discuss  the  force  or  validity  of  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787,  as  the  powers  exercised  by  the  Con- 
tinental Coogress,  in  passing  this  ordinance,  have 


been  expressly  granted  in  the  Federal  Constitn- 
tion.  I  have  adverted  to  this  ordinance  to  show 
the  sentiments  of  the  members  of  the  Cenvention, 
and  the  uniform  opinions  of  the  different  depart- 
ments of  the  Federal  Government,  in  relation  to 
this  subject,  from  its  organization  to  the  present 
period. 

I  believe  that  Congress  has  the  right  to  adopt 
the  proposed  amendment,  and  that  the  exercise  of 
that  right  will  promote  the  solid  and  pernum«t 
interests  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  MoRRiL,  of  New  Hampshire,  said: — It  was 
not  my  intention,  Mr.  President,  at  theeommence- 
ment  of  this  discussion,  to  have  presented  my«*lf 
again  to  the  notice  of  the  Senate,  on  this  subject. 
I  am  sensible,  at  this  late  period  of  a  protracted 
debate,  there  is  little  satisfaction  in  speaking,  and 
perhaps  less  in  hearing.  But,  sir,  it  is  due  to  my- 
self to  make  some  reply  to  remarks  which  have 
fallen  from  honorable  gentlemen  on  this  question. 

I  will  first  answer  the  interrogative  triumphantly 
put  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  Logan,)  "why  were  not  conditions  required 
on  the  admission  of  Vermont?"  Vermont  exercised 
the  powers  of  a  Sute  some  years  before  she  was 
formally  "admitted  into  the  Union;"  then  formed 
her  constitution,  which  excluded  slavery,  petitioned 
Congress  in  a  regular  manner,  and  was  "receired 
as  a  new  and  entire  member  of  the  United  States 
of  America." 

Sir,  perhaps  I  may  have  no  better  opportunity 
than  the  present  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  some 
intimations  thrown  out  by  my  venerable  friend 
from  North  Carolina,  ^Mr.  Macow).  The  hon- 
orable gentlemen  considered  Missouri  in  the  same 
relation  to  the  United  States  as  the  colonies  were  to 
Great  Britain,  previous  to  the  Revolution  "The 
'  colonies,  by  their  resistance,  caused  Great  Britain 
'  to  yield;  and  Missouri  will  compel  the  States  to 

'  yield.  We  must  consult  the  feelings  of  Missouri 

'  ner  character  and  views — she  must  be  satisfied, 
'  or  we  cannot  gef  along."  And  then  inquires, 
"  what  will  you  do  with  this  territory,  if  she  reAiae 
your  proposals  ?"  Intimating  dreadful  resisUnce, 
backed  up  by  Virginia,*  "like  a  fire  in  the  woods 
that  cannot  be  stopped,"  (as  has  been  observed  by 
a  gentleman  from  the  West,)  "  but  with  blood.^ 
Sir,  I  would  look  on  with  silent  indifference.  Are 
the  views,  feelings,  and  interests,  of  more  than 
three  millions  of  people  to  be  subordinate  to  fifty 
thousand  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri  ?  If  this  be 
the  fact,  I  apprehend  it  becomes  us  to  "look  well 
to  the  West." 

Missouri  may  be  admitted,  in  a  Constitutional 
manner,  at  a  proper  time,  on  fair  and  reasonable 
conditions;  neither  humiliating  nor  invidious.  This 
rests  with  her;  it  is  at  her  option.  Sir,  I  would 
ask,  in  my  turn,  what  will  you  do  with  Maine,  if 
you  reject  her  application.  If  Missouri  is  refused 
admission,  it  will  be  for  good  reasons;  but,  if 
Maine  is  refused,  it  will  be  without  any.  If  alarm 
is  to  be  excited,  and  danger  apprehended  from 
Missouri,  with  her  50,000,  much  more  is  to  be  feared 
from  Maine,  with  her  300,000;  or  the  citizens  of 
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Maine  are  truly  of  a  more  pacific,  liberal,  and  con- 
siderate character  than  the  good  people  of  Mis- 
soori. 

Sir,  IhavenotbinjB^  to  fear  from  either  se<;tion 
of  the  country.  I  apprehend  no  hostility  whatever. 
We  may  hear  about "  fire  that  cannnot  be  quenched, 
'  but  with  blood — desperate  resistance — Caesar  and 
*  Rome — the  brother's  sword  piercing  the  brother's 
'  breast;"  but,  I  imagine,  this  war  will  never  ex- 
tend beyond  the  wiwls  of  Congress.  I  scarcely 
believe  it  is  in  our  power,  if  we  were  disposed,  to 
excite  in  the  people  of  this  country  such  a  desperate 
conflict.  I  rely  too  much  on  the  good  sense  of  the 
coo^unity  to  apprehend  such  rashness.  They 
too  well  Know  tne  advantages  of  harmony  and 
union,  (and  it  is  strange  that  we  do  not,)  to  pursue 
any  measure  which  shall  tend  to  a  severance  of 
the  confederacy. 

Mr.  President,  I  now  proceed  to  examine  a  few 
of  the  remarks  made  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  which  were  particularly  directed 
to  positions  which  I  had  the  honor  to  advance.  I 
shiul  not  follow  the  gentleman  through  his  long 
and  eloquent  train  of  reasoning  on  tnis  subject, 
nor  attempt  to  embellish  my  story  with  the  rarities 
of  foreign  countries,  or  the  decoration  of  antiquity  ; 
but  to  adopt  that  plain  and  unaffected  style  which 
I  hope  will  secure  to  my  arguments  an  immovable 
basis.  The  honorable  gentleman  observed,  that  no 
argument  could  be  founded  on  that  clause  in  the 
Constitution  which  restricts  the  power  of  Congress 
to  prohibit  "the  migration  or  importation  of  slaves 
till  1808."  I  venture  the  opinion,  that  it  follows 
from  this  restriction,  that,  if  it  had  not  been  in- 
serted, Congress  would  have  had  power  to  prohibit 
the  commerce,  under  the  general  powers  of  Con- 
gress, aided  by  the  power  to  reglate  commerce. 

"No  bill  or  attamder  shall  be  passed."  Sir,  I 
ask  the  gentleman,  if  this  prohibition  had  not 
been  inserted,  what  would  have  prevented  Con- 
gress from  passing  a  "bill  of  attainder?" 

"  No  tax  or  duty  shall  be  liid  on  articles  ex- 
ported from  any  State."  Could  not  a  duty  have 
been  laid  on  exported  articles,  had  it  not  been  for 
this  restrctive  clause  ? 

"No  vessel  bound  to  or  from  one  State  shall  be 
obliged  to  enter,  clear,  or  pay  duties,  in  another." 
Who  will  dispute  the  power  of  Congress  to  have 
made  different  regulations  respecting  this  com- 
merce, had  not  this  prohibition  been  inserted  in  the 
C<mstitution  ? 

"No  State  shall  enter  into  any  treaty. alliance, 
'  or  confederation ;  grant  letters  of  marque  and  re- 
'  prisal;  or  coin  money."  Can  it  be  a  matter  of 
doubt  that  different  arrangements  might  have  been 
made  and  adopted  by  the  States,  had  not  these  re- 
strictions have  been  introduced  7  Some  States  did 
coin  money  before  the  adoption  of  the  Constiiu- 
tbn,  and  this  is  the  only  pronable  rea.son  why  they 
do  not  now. 

Hence,  we  believe,  had  not  the  prohibition  been 
inserted  restricting  the  commerce  of  slaves,  it  might 
have  been  suppressed,  or  laws  passed  for  that  pur- 
pose, previous  to  the  year  1808- 

The  next  effort  the  honorable  gentleman  makes, 
is,  to  destroy  the  validity  of  the  ordinance  of  1787 ; 


and  this  he  roundly  affirms  was  complete  assump- 
tion.    Sir,  I  am  too  young  and  inexpenenced  my/ 
legislation  to  express  an  unqualified  reprobation  of.; 
the  measures  of  the  old  Congress,  and  too  incred-. 
ulous  to  admit  the  assertion  when  made  by  another.  - 
1  approach  them  with  deference,  and  have  too , 
high  an  opinion  of  the  virtue,  integrity,  and  wis- 
dom, of  the  statesmen  and  heroes  of  that  day,  not 
to  respect  their  legislative  acts.     The  immutable   ' 
principles  on  whicn  those  acts  are  placed,  are  too  •• 
invulnerable  to  suffer  any  deterioration  from  the 
charge  of  assumption. 

But,  sir,  let  that  be  as  it  may,  the  practical  opera-  .' 
tion  of  that  ordinance  ha>>  demonstrated  its  utility, 
in  every  State  admitted  into  the  Union  since  Ken-  , 
tucky,  and  in  every  territory  which  has  been  under  •r 
the  control  of  Congress.     Look  at  llliuois,  Indiana,  .- 
and  Ohio,  with  her  500,000  inhabitants,  amons  ; 
whom  is  not  a  "single  slave"  to  be  found,  ana- 
learn  the  salutary  effects  of  this  ordinance,  said  to- . 
be  founded  on  assumption.    On  that  ordinance,  I.' 
confess,  I  placed  my  argument  with  some  confi-, 
dence,  and  that  confidence  is  not  shaken  by  any  ' 
stricture  offered  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Maryland. 

The  gentleman  next  attempts,  with  a  single  > 
dash,  to  sweep  away  all  former  legislative  acta,  ■< 
relative  to  the  admission  of  States,  which  contain  / 
any  conditions— they  are  all  erroneous ;  the  restric-  ■ 
tions  on  Louisiana  ''  border  on  the  ridiculous." 

The  only  refutation  that  I  deem  necessary,  is,  . 
to  say  this  discovery  was  reserved  for  the  Congress  i 
of  1820.  These  principles  have  been  applied,  ia  i 
all  similar  instances,  at  different  times,  by  different  i 
persons,  and  under  different  administrations,  and  > 
It  never  has  been  ascertained,  till  this  Congress,  j 
that  they  were  altogether  injudicious  and  assum-v 
ing. 

The  honorable  gentleman  says,  with  great  en-  ; 
ergy,  "  I  assume  the  fact,  ye  have  «o  power  to  re-  j 
strict,  and  no  one  can  assume  the  (act,  ye  have  the-.i 
power."  Sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  "  arrogate,  claiia./ 
unjustly,  or  supjwse  without  proof;"  I  prefer  de«a 
monstration ;  and,  for  myself,  I  feel  satisfied  that 
1  have  clearly  demonbtrated  that  Congress  haott^ 
power  to  prescribe  condition»,  on  the  admission  of...' 
new  States  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  President :  We  next  find  the  honorable  gen-  -■ 
tieman  at  war  with  the  Declaration  of  Indepen-  ' 
dence.  This,  he  undertakes  to  show,  is  absurd  and  ■' 
untrue.  Sir,  modesty  requires  me  to  approach  this  > 
instrument  with  veneration,  if  not  with  reverence.  : 
Let  no  unhallowed  hand  tarnish  its  spotless  puritv.  -, 
And  what  does  the  gentleman  say  f  "  That  all  > 
men  are  created  equal"  is  absurd,  because  one  is  \ 
burn  poor,  another  to  inherit  a  fortune — one  a  « 
peasant,  another  a  prinre — one  a  slave,  another  a.. 
freeman.  I  presume  the  equality  intended  does/ 
not  consist  in  the  fortune  they  may  enioy,  or  the  ■ 
rank  they  may  hold  in  .>iociety,  but  in  tne  inalien- ,: 
able  right  witn  which  every  one  is  indued,  by  his  t 
Creator,  to  enjoy  "life,  liberty,  and  happiness."      a 

But  the  gentleman  contends,  we  have  do  inalien- 
able rights,  for  we  may  barter  or  transfer  them  at  « 
our  pleasure.     Admit  a  person  may  put  his  own  ^ 
life,  liberty,  and  happiness,  in  jeopardy  ;  this  is  not ; 
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denied  in  the  Declaration.  But  the  assertion  is, 
that  all  men  have  that  right  to  life,  liberty,  and 
happiness,  of  which  they  cannot  be  deprived  or 
divested  by  another,  without  a  due  course  of  law. 

The  gentleman  also  contends,  that  the  power  to 
justify  Congress  to  act  must  be  positive  ;  they  have 
no  positive  power  to  restrict  slavery  in  Missouri, 
and,  therefore,  they  have  no  power  at  all.  To  this 
doctrine  I  cannot  yield  my  assent.  I  maintain 
that  Congress  have  incidental  powers,  arising  from 
powers  positively  expressed.  They  nave  express 
power  to  establish  jiost  offices;  and,  suppose  it 
might  be  absolutely  necessary  to  locate  one  in  a 
certain  place,  to  which  there  was  no  suitable  high- 
way, would  they  not  have  power  to  provide  a  way 
to  get  to  their  post  office  ?     I  presume  they  woula. 

Suppose,  again.  Congress  should  purchase  a  site 
and  erect  a  fort,  and  there  should  be  intervening 
territory,  but  no  highway  by  which  they  could  pass 
Co  the  fort ;  would  they  not  have  power  to  open 
one,  bv  which  they  could  enjoy  the  advantages 
derivea  from  the  exercise  of  an  express  power?  I 
view  these  cases  too  clear  to  need  comment. 

Again ;  the  gentleman  said  "  tell  me  nothing 
nbout  a  difference  between  federal  and  local,  or 
State  rights."  I  presume  he  did  not  mean  there 
was  no  difference ;  this,  as  a  statesman,  he  wcmld 
not  maintain.  He  only  meant  to  evade  the  argu- 
ments adduced  to  demonstrate  that  difference. 

In  the  first  part  of  the  honorable  gentleman's 
argument,  he  observed,  he  would  have  nothing  to 
do  with  books  or  precedents ;  he  was  not  fond  of 
•  introducing  them  on  such  occasions.  I  felt  impli- 
eated  by  the  remark,  and  not  perfectly  pleased  with 
the  manner;  because  I  had  frequent  reference  to 
your  statute  book  and  the  notes  of  the  late  Presi- 
dent Jefferson,  as  authorities  on  which  I  supposed 
it  was  safe  to  found  corresponding  positions. 

But,  sir,  I  find  we  are  all  disposed  to  have  recur- 
rence to  books,  when  they  support  our  arguments ; 
and  when  they  will  not,  we  as  readily  omit  them. 

1  presume  this  was  the  reason  why  tne  honorable 
gentleman  did  not  have  recourse  to  books  in  the 
commencement  of  his  remarks  (as  he  introduced 
them  afterwards,)  for,  I  imagine,  if  he  had  trav- 
ersed the  four  quarters  of  the  globe,  he  would  not 
have  found  a  volume  containing  principles  or  pre- 
cedents which  would  have  sustained  some  of  the 
positions  he  advanced. 

Mr.  President,  the  honorable  gentleman,  and 
my  good  friend  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Smith,) 
intimates  that  slavery  is  tolerated  by  the  Chris- 
tian religion  ;  and  those  who  are  opposed  to  the 
extension  of  it,  swerve  from  its  principles  ;  which, 
they  say,  are  "  peace  on  earth,  and  good  will  to- 
wards men."  I  admit  it,  sir,  and  add,  the  same 
system  "proclaims  liberty  to  captives,"  and  restora- 
tion to  them  that  are  bound. 

But,  it  is  said,  the  author  of  this  system  com- 
manded servants  to  be  obedient  to  their  masters  ; 
and,  therefore,  slavery  was  supported  by  the  Gos- 
pel. I  admit  the  command,  but  deny  the  inference. 
A  slave  is  a  servant,  but  every  servant  is  not  a 
'  slave.  I  view  those  gentlemen  as  servants — hon- 
<}rable  public  servants,  but  not  slaves. 

But  honorable  gentleman  seem  strongly  attached 


to  the  Jewish  theocracy,  and  emphatically  call  my 
attention  to  the  declarations  recorded  in  Levhieas, 
XXV.  44,  45,  aftd  46  verses.  Sir,  I  have  not  said 
slavery  did  not  exist  in  that  age  and  und^r  that 
economy.  I  have  not  said  it  does  not  noto  exist ; 
neither  nave  I  said  it  ahould  not  now  exist.  But 
I  havf  said,  it  should  not  be  extended  beyond  the 
Mississippi.  Really,  sir,  I  do  not  see  the  poti- 
nency  oi  this  reference,  nor  a  wound  inflicted  by 
the  force  of  its  application.  But,  sir,  admit  its 
correctness ;  will  the  gentlemen  contend  that  the 
theocracy  of  that  a^,  under  the  Jewish  monarchy, 
is  applicable  to  this  refined  age,  this  era  of  politi- 
cal and  moral  improvement,  and  the  republican 
institutions  of  the  free-born  sons  of  American 
liberty  ? 

Sir,  if  those  gentlemen  are  so  enamored  with 
the  Jewish  theocracy  and  customs,  I  would  desire 
them  to  adopt  the  whole  syttem.  I  would  then  ask 
them  how  they  would  like  the  application  of  ano- 
ther Jewish  law :  Numbers,  xv.  32,  33,  34,  and  35. 
"  The  man  that  gathereth  sticks  upon  the  Sabbath 
day  shall  be  surely  put  to  death  ;  all  the  congre- 
gation shall  stone  him  with  stones,  without  Hie 
camp." 

1  presume,  if  any  of  the  family  of  either  of  those 
honorable  gentlemen  were  to  be  so  treated,  they 
would  complain  bitterly,  and  ponounce  it  anti- 
republican,  not  suited  to  the  latitude  of  Maryland 
or  South  Carolina. 

But,  sir,  I  ventured  to  say,  in  the  course  of  my 
remarks,  that  slavery  was  anti-republican,  and 
contrary  to  the  genius  of  our  Government,  and,  in 
the  same  proportion  that  it  was  extended,  it  con- 
taminated the  genuine  pinciples  of  the  system. 
And  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland,  to 
invalidate  the  force  of  my  reasoning,  tells  us  tnat 
slavery  was  introduced  into  Sparta  to  encourage 
a  spirit  of  liberty;  that  its  excellences  might  the 
more  clearly  be  discovered,  and  sensibly  realized. 
I  ask  the  honorable  gentleman  why  slavery  should 
tend  to  exhibit  the  excellence  of  liberty  ?  Because 
it  is  homogeneous  ;  or  because  it  is  heterogeneous  ? 
I  presume  the  latter,  being  directly  opposite.  This, 
sir,  is  what  I  supposed ;  and  for  this  very  reason, 
and  on  this  principle,  I  advanced  the  position  of 
which  the  gentleman  complained,  that,  in  the 
same  proportion  it  is  extended  and  diffused  into 
society,  it  depraves  republican  purity.  I  thank 
the  gentleman  for  reminding  me  of  the  fact ;  if 
there  is  any  pertinency  in  the  remark,  it  applies 
forcibly  to  sustain  my  argument.  I  have  neard 
of  persons  suspending  the  most  ugly  and  deformed 
pictures  beside  those  of  the  most  exquisite  taste 
and  beauty,  that  the  art  of  the  limner,  the  skilAil 
touch  of  tne  pencil,  the  harmony  of  its  parts,  and 
the  expressions  of  life  and  vivacity,  might  more 
forcibly  catch  the  eye,  attract  the  attention,  and 
affect  the  heart. 

But,  sir,  are  we,  in  this  enlightened  age,  in  this 
period  of  political  and  moral  refinement,  in  this 
age  of  science  and  literature^,  after  Republican 
America  has  for  more  than  forty  years  enjoyed 
the  blessings  o(  liberty,  called  upon  to  retain  a 
portion  of  our  fellow -creatures  in  slavery,  that  the 
remainder  may  learn  how  to  estimate  their  free- 
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dom  1  Sir,  never  let  it  be  said  that  the  Republic 
of  the  United  States  will  justify  the  servitude  of 
one  human  bein^  that  others  may  be  taught  the 
▼alue  of  their  blessings.  On  this  principle,  we 
might  go  to  whipping  some,  that  others  might 
know  how  good  it  is  to  have  a  sound  back ;  and 
to  the  hanging  of  others,  that  spectators  might 
iearn  what  a  fine  thing  it  is  not  to  be  hanged, 
i  Sir,  I  presume,  in  these  cases,  the  honorable 
gentleman  would  much  rather  see  the  example 
than  be  the  victim. 

Mr.  LoQAN  also  spoke  to  the  question  before  the 
House,  when  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject was  postponed  to  to-morrow.  '^ 


FridaV,  January  28. 

The  President  communicated  a  report   from 

the  Secretary  of  War,   showing   the  number  of 

Clerks  employed  in  that  Department  during  the 

,  year  1819,  and  the  compensation  which  each  has 

received  ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Cornelia  Schoon- 
maker,  administratrix,  and  Peter  Marius  Groen, 
'  'administrator  of  Zachariah  Schoonmaker,  de- 
ceased, late  paymaster  of  the  2d  regiment  of  the 
United  States  volunteer  artillery,  made  a  report, 
accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  oi  the 
petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted.  The  report 
and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Richard 
O'Brien,  late  Consul  General  at  Algiers,  praying 
that  the  Secretary  of  State  may  be  authorized  to 
audit  and  settle  his  claim  against  the  United 
States  on  the  principles  of  equity  and  justice  ;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  officers  and  soldiers  engaged  in  a  late  cam- 
paign against  the  Seminole  Indians,  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  RuGGLEH  presented  the  petition  of  Theron 
Freeman,  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  compen- 
sation for  his  services  as  wagon-master  in  the  em- 
ployment of  the  United  States,  as  stated  in  the 
petition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations 
to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  appropriations  here- 
tofore made,  for  the  completion  ot  the  repairs  of  the 
north  and  south  wings  of  the  Capitol,  for  finishing 
the  President's  House,  and  the  erection  of  two  new 
Executive  Offices,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Buildings. 

The  bill  to  remit  the  duties  on  a  statue  of  Georqe 
Washington  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Nicbolls,  and,  in 
concarrence  therewith,  the  petitioner  had  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
resolution  directing  an  inquiry,  whether  it  be  ex- 


Jedient  to  increase  the  number  of  copies  of  the 
ournal  and  State  Papers,  which  hereafter  maybe 
printed  by  order  and  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and, 
m  concurrence  therewith, 

OnUred,  That  hereafter  there  shall  be  winted 
twenty-five  copies  of  the  Journal  and  State  Papers, 
in  addition  to  the  number  which  has  been  hitherto 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  27th  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to  inquire 
into  the  expedience  of  discontinuing  one  post  road 
and  establishing  another  in  the  District  of  Maine, 
and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  terms  of 
the  court  of  the  western  district  of  Virgiaia,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  the  sale  of  public  lands,  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Tuesday  next 

MISSOURI  QUESTION. 

The  Senate  resumed,  a^  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine  into 
the  Union,"  together  with  the  amendments  pro- 
posed thereto. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  of  Delaware,  rose  and  addressed 
the  Senate  as  follows : 

Mr.  President:  Conscious  that  I  cannot  add  to 
the  force  of  arguments  which  hav^  been  already 
urged  against  tne  proposed  amendment,  with  unri- 
valled powers  of  eloquence,  nothing  but  a  sense  ol 
duty,  growing  out  of  the  peculiar  situation  in  which 
I  stand  in  relation  to  this  question,  could  induce 
me  to  trespass  on  the  patience  of  the  Senate.  This 
subject,  sir,  has  produced  much  excitement  in  dif- 
ferent sections  oi  the  Union ;  that  excitement  has 
pervaded  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part 
to  represent ;  there,  too,  public  meetings  have  been 
called ;  opinions  in  favor  of  the  proposed  restric- 
tion Lave  been  expressed,  and  are  published  under 
the  sanction  of  names  deservedly  esteemed  for  tal- 
ents and  integrity.  The  Legislature  of  that  State 
also,  in  their  wisdom,  have  resolved,  that  the  pro- 
posed restriction  is  compatible  with  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  ought  to  be  adopted  as  a  mea-sure  of  soimd 
policy.  That  resolution  is  now  upon  your  table. 
The  opinion  of  that  honorable  Legislature  justly 
merits,  and  will  ever  command,  mv  sincere  respect. 
To  their  confidence  in  me  I  am  indebted  for  a  place 
in  this  dignified  assembly ;  to  deserve  and  retain 
the  good  opinion  of  that  honorable  body  will  ever 
be  my  highest  ambition.  But,  sir,  as  it  is  my  mis- 
fortune to  differ  from  them  in  sentiment  on  the 
great  Constitutional  question,  I  am  not  satisfied  to 
give  a  silent  vote. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
who  moved  the  amendment,  remarked,  that  it  was 
a  question  of  great  importance  between  the  people 
of  the  United  States  and  those  of  Missouri.  It  is, 
sir,  a  question  of  importance,  because  it  involves 
the  construction  of  the  great  charter  of  our  liber- 
ties.     The  zeal  with  which  the  amendment  has 
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been  urged  and  opposed,  evinces  that  it  excites 
more  than  common  interest.     A  question  touching 

r  the  extent  of  powers  delegated  to  Congress  by  the 
Constitution,  must  ever  be  deeply  interesting ;  for 
in  its  decision  are  implicated  the  rights  reserved  to 
the  people,  and  the  sovereignty  of  the  States.  It  was, 
however,  not  anticipated  that  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  would  be  resorted  to,  as  furnishing  a 
key  to  the  construction  of  the  Constitution  of  1787, 
or  that  arguments  would  be  drawn  from  that  source 

*    to  give  color  to  a  claim  of  power  under  the  latter 

instrument.    Much  less  was  it  expected  that  the 

recital  of  abstract  theoretical  principles,  in  a  na- 

.  tional  manifesto  in  1776,  would  be  gravely  urged 

-.  at  this  day,  to  prove  that  involuntary  servitude 
does  not  lawfully  exist  within  the  United  States. 
To  these  principles  the  honorable  gentleman  has 
referred,  with  an  air  of  triumphant  confidence,  re- 
minding us  that  the  whole  people  then  united  in 
proclaiming  to  the  world,  '^  that  all  men  are  cre- 

*  ated  equal;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Cre- 
'  ator  with  certain  inalienable  rights ;  that  among 
'  these  ar«  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happi- 

*  ness."     Sir,  these  principles  are  correct,  and  m- 
.    telligible  in  the  political  sense  in  which  they  were 

used  by  the  statesmen  who  signed  that  manifesto. 
They  are  the  received  doctrines  of  schools,  in  rela- 
-  tion  to  man,  as  he  is  supposed  to  exist  in  the  fan- 
.  cied  state  oi  nature.   But  that  individuals,  entering 
into  society,  must  give  up  a  share  of  liberty  to  pre- 
serve the  rest,  is  a  truth  that  requires  no  demon- 
stration.  Those  principles  formed  correct  premises 
'from  which  to  draw  the  conclusion,  "that,  to  se- 

*  cure   these  rights,  governments    are    instituted 
.  '  among  men,  deriving  their  just  powers  from  the 

'  consent  of  the  governed  ;  that  the  people  have  a 
'  right  to  alter  or  to  abolish  one  form  of  govern- 

y '  ment,  and  to  institute  new  government."  They 
also  formed  correct  premises  from  which  (under 

.  existing  oppression)  was  drawn  the  inference, 
'^that  these  united  colonies  are,  and  of  right  ought 
to  be,  free  and   independent   States."      But,  Mr. 

.  Pre&id(>nt,  the  distinguished  statesmen  who  pledged 
to  each  other,  "their  lives,  their  fortunes, and  their 
sacred  honor,"  in  support  of  that  declaration,  were 
not  visionary  theorists;  they  were  men  of  sound, 
practical,  common  sense,  and,  frcMn  the  premises 

.  assumed,  arrived  at  sound  practical  conclusions. 
When  we  call  to  mind  the  state  of  this  young 
country  at  that  awful  moment,  struggling  for  the 
right  of  self-government,  engaged  in  war  with  the 

•  most  powerful  nation  of  Europe,  pressed  on  all 
sides  with  accumulating  difficulties  and  dangers, 
can  it  be  credited  that  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence was  designed  to  dissolve  the  bonds  of 
social  order  throughout  the  States — to  reduce  all 
men  to  a  state  of  nature,  and  to  sot  at  large  a  host 

.  of  slaves,  the  readiest  instruments  to  be  employed 

by  the  enemy  in  the  work  of  destruction,  in  the 

^         Tery  bosom  of  the  nation  ?     Think  you,  sir,  that 

'  it  was  meant  to  invoke  the  genius  of  universal 

emancipation,  and  to  proclaim  liberty  and  equality 

to  every  human  being  who  breathea  the  air,  and 

-    trod  the  soil  of  this  new  Republic  ?     The  faith  of 

that  man  who  can  believe  this,  is  much  stronger 

-  than  mine.     No,  sir,  that  manifesto  was  not  in- 


tended— was  not  understood — to  abolish  ot  to  alter 
any  law  then  existing  in  any  State  for  the  security 
of  property,  or  for  tfa^  regulation  of  thdr  internal 
concerns.  Self-preservation — a  regard  for  their 
own  personal  safety,  and  that  of  their  families,  and 
a  regard  for  the  best  interests  of  the  nation — forhade 
those  sages  to  do  such  an  act.  But,  sir.  were 
slaves  liberated  in  any  State  of  the  Union  dt  vir- 
tue of  the  Declaration  of  Independence?  Never. 
On  the  contrary,  wherever  emancipation  has  been 
effected,  it  has  been  by  the  authority  of  State  laws; 
and  every  State  has  assumed,  and  invariably  ex- 
ercised, at  its  discretion,  the  right  of  l^islating 
about  this  class  of  persons,  down  to  the  present 
day.  Pennsylvania,  so  justly  applauded  for  her 
benevolence  towards  these  persons,  did  not  admit 
that  they  obtained  freedom  under  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  for  she  undertook  to  loose  their 
chains  gradually,  by  her  own  legislative  authority, 
in  1780;  and  even  at  this  moment  some  are  held 
in  involuntary  servitude  in  that  State.  In  truth, 
sir,  we  cannot  advance  a  step  in  the  history  of  the 
Revolution,  without  meeting  evidence  that  there 
were  in  the  nation  two  separate  classes — free  men, 
and  those  who  were  not  free.  Consult  the  articles 
of  Confederation,  emanating  immediately  from  the 
act  of  Independence,  and  signed  by  many  of  the 
same  men  who  signed  that  declaration,  and,  in  ar- 
ticle 4,  "free  inhabitants  of  each  State,"  and  "free 
citizens,"  designate  the  persons  who  were  to  enjoy 
privileges  and  immunities  under  that Grovemment, 
plainly  indicating  that  there  was  another  class  of 
persons  in  the  country,  who  were  not  free,  and  not 
entitled  to  those  privileges.  Consult  the  Treaty  of 
1783,  which  acknowledged  the  independence  of 
these  States,  and  you  will  read  a  stipulation,  on  the 
part  of  the  British,  for  the  restoring  "of  negroes 
or  other  property  of  the  American  inhabitants." 

Another  war  with  the  same  Power  has  been  re- 
cently waged,  and  is  happily  terminated  by  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  in  which  you  again  find  a  stip- 
ulation for  the  restoration  of  "  slaves  or  other 
property."  Sir,  the  Federal  Constitution,  whose 
powers  are  now  under  examination,  in  providing 
for  the  delivering  up  of  fugitives  from  labor,  held 
to  service  under  the  laws  of  a  State,  rei;ognises 
as  well  the  existence  of  such  a  class  of  persons,  as 
that  they  are  held  under  the  State.  Open  your 
statute  book,  examine  the  different  acts  which  nave 
been  passed  at  different  periods,  in  which  it  became 
necessary  to  notice  this  class  of  persons,  and  you 
shall  be  forced  to  acknowlege  that  Congress  nas 
enacted  laws  recognising  them  as  property ;  some- 
times describing  them  as  fugitives  from  labor,  at 
others  calling  them  slaves.  Thus,  sir,  the  act  of 
12th  February,  1793,  provides  for  executing  the 
Constitutional  provision  relative  to  fugitives  from 
labor.  The  statute  erecting  Louisiana  into  two 
Territories,  in  1804,  in  the  same  tenth  section 
which  was  read  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  speaks  in  plainer  language  where  it 
provides,  "  that  no  slave  or  slaves  shall,  directly  or 
indirectly,  be  introduced  into  said  Territory,  ex- 
cept by  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  removing 
into  said  Territory  for  actual  settlement,  and  being 
at  the  time  of  such  removal,  bona  fide  owner  of 
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v«uch  slave  or  slares."  This  section,  sir,  t-stablishrs 
.  two  facts :  First,  that  a  citizen  of  the  United  Statet. 
'umar  be  bona  fide  owner  of  slarcs.  Second,  that 
>  »ucn  citizen  had  the  right  of  removing  with  his 
L«laves  from  any  State  into  the  newly  acquired 
rv  Territory  of  Louisiana. 

By  the  act  of  2d  March,  1807,  to  prohibit  the 
.  :^ve  trade  after  the  first  of  January  following, 
.  the  ninth  section  regulates  the  carr>ing  of  slaves 
1-  >coaatwise  from  one  port  to  another  in  the  United 
,•  States,  and  prescribes  the  form  of  an  oath  to  be 
-  taken  by  the  captain  of  the  vessel  and  the  owner 
'  or  shipper  of  the  slave ;  a  part  of  which  oath  is, 
:  "  that  under  the  laws  of  the  State  they  are  held 
,  to  service  or  labor."    From  this  cursory  review, 

•  Mr.  President,  I  am  justified  in  assuming  that  the 
Articles  of  Confederation,  public  treaties,  the  Fed- 

•  era]  Constituuon,  repeated  declarations  of  Con- 
.  gress,  in  statutes  passed  under  that  Constitution, 

connected  with  the  historv  of  the  country,  and  the 

uniform  course  of  State  legislation,  establish  in-  , 

.•  controvertibly  that  involuntary  servitude  has  ex- 

■9  isted  and  yet  exists  in  the  United  States,  and  has 

ever  been  universally  acknowledged  to  be  a  subject 

♦•  of  State  jurisdiction.     Yes.  sir,  however  painful 

'  the  reflection,  truth  compels  us  to  acknowledge 

that  the  evil  still  exists ;  it  has  been  entailed  upon 

the  nation  by  the  avarice  of  Britain,  forcing  upon 

her  infant  colonies  a  slave  population,  against  their 

will,  against  their  humble  petitions,  against  their 

.  spirited  remonstrances. 

[Mr.  Roberts  rose  to  explain,  and  said  he 
should  not  contend  that  slavery  does  not  exist  in  the 
':  old  United  States,  but  should  insist  that  Congress 
had  a  right  to  prohibit  it  in  the  Territories,  and 
to  impose  on  Missouri  the  terms  proposed  by  the 
amendment.] 

Mr.  President,  the  honorable  gentleman,  in  open- 
ing the  debate,  did  assume  the  Declaration  oi  In- 
Kndence  as  the  broad  ground  of  his  argument, 
■cm  his  course  of  reasoning,  I  was  impressed 

•  with  the  belief  that  he  meant  to  enforce  those 
principles  in  their  full  extent,  and  his  declaration 
to  me  personally  a  few  minutes  since,  that  he  in- 

•  tended  to  go  the  whole  length  of  those  principles, 
confirmed  the  impression.  But,  sir,  as  such  inten- 
tion is  now  disavowed,  I  forbear  to  press  the  ar- 

.  gument  further. 

1  proceed,  sir,  to  examine  the  Constitutional 
question  which  the  amendment  presents.  Happily, 
Mr.  President,  we  are  not  invest^ting  the  prin- 
ciples of  a  Government  whose  origin  is  buried  in 
the  rubbish  of  antiquity — whose  powers  are  to  be 
(uiknti  i1  from  history  or  tradition — which   relies 

'MlfNcedent  and  usage  to  give  color  to  the  usurpa- 
tion of  power  in  every  emergency :  acquiring  new 
vigor  from  every  succeeding  precedent ;  and  often 
from  precedents  created  in  times  of  foreign  war 
and  domestic  violence.  Happily  for  this  nation, 
its  Constitution  is  a  written  mstrument,  framed  in 
a  time  of  peace,  with  care  and  deliberation,  by  the 
most  enlightened  men,  and  penned  with  ail  the 
accuracy  and  precision  that  serious  thought  and 
calm  reflection  could  insure.  Its  history  is  brief, 
and  known  to  all :  the  time  and  manner  of  its 
creation,  the  circumstances  attending  its  adoption. 


are  familiar.  Many  of  the  enlightened  statesmen 
whose  talents  and  labors  were  devoted  to  this  great 
work,  yet  live  to  share  the  honors  which  their 
grateful  country  bestows,  as  a  reward  due  to  their 
distinguished  merit. 

We  must  remember,  then,  Mr.  President,  that 
it  is  a  written  compact,  thus  created,  thus  adopted, 
whose  powers  we  examine.  To.  insure  a  correct 
result,  it  is  proper  to  bring  into  view  certain  rules 
of  reason  and  common  sense,  applicable  to  the 
construction  of  all  written  instruments.     That  we 


must  look  to  the  intention  of  the 


port 


ies,  as  the 


polar  star,  is  the  great  leading  rule  of  construction. 
This  rule  applies  with  eoual  force  to  the  contracts 
of  individuals  in  private  life — to  compacts  between 
sovereign,  independent  States,  as  public  treaties, 
and  to  a  compact  between  the  people  and  Giovem- 
ment,  in  the  form  of  a  constitution.     To  ascertain 
the  intention  of  the  parties,  and  to  execute  the 
compact  in  good  faith,  is  the  duty  of  an  honest 
statesman.     The  intention,  sir,  is  most  naturally 
and  safely  collected  from  the  language  and  ex- 
pressions used  in  relation  to  the  subject-matter.    If 
the  expressions  be  so  indefinite  or  inartificial  as  to 
leave  the  intention  doubtful,  a  comparison  may  be 
made  of  different  parts  of  the  instrument  for  elu- 
cidation, and  from  that  comparison  an  intention 
may  be  inferred  not  incompatible  with  what  is 
plainly  and  certainly  expressed.     Should  doubts 
still  remain,  the  mind  recurs  to  the  situation  of  the 
parties  at  the  time  of  the  compact,  and  judges, 
from  the  known  condition  of  the  parties,  how  far 
the  proposed  construction  may  comport  with  rea- 
son and  good  sense.     These  are  means  u.sed,  under 
different  circumstances,  to  arrive  at  truth.     In  ex- 
amining a  claim  of  power  under  this  Constitution, 
when  we  recur  to  the  specific  enumeration  of  pow- 
ers, attend  to  the  (nronibitions  there  written,  and 
read  that  jealous  declaration  of  the  tenth  amend- 
ment, that  all  power  not  granted  is  reserved,  the 
conclusion  is  irresistible,  that  the  United  States 
Government  is  one  of  limited  powers ;  that,  al- 
though sunreme  and  sovereign  as  to  all  matters 
within  its  legitimate  sphere  of  action,  yet  it  can- 
not claim  a  general,  unlimited  sovereignty.     The 
people  have  created  State  governments  also,  and 
nave  delegated  to  them  other  portions  of  power 
within  the  State  limits  for  the  regulation  and  man- 
agement of  their  internal  domestic  concerns.     A 
British  statesman  may  boast  of  the  omnipotence 
of  a  British  Parliament ;  but  an  American  Mates- 
man  will  never  claim  the  attribute  of  omnipotence 
for  an  American  Congress.    Need  I  adduce  any 
authority  to  establish  this  position  ?     I  refer  to  the 
opinion  of  the  highest  judicial  tribunal  in  this  na- 
tion.   "  This  Groremment  (say  the  Supreme  Court, 
'  in  the  celebrated  United  States  Bank  cause,)  is 

•  acknowledged  by  all  to  be  one  of  enumerated 
'  powers.  1  he  principle  that  it  can  exercise  only 
'  the  powers  granted  to  it,  would  seem  too  appa- 

•  rent  to  have  required  to  be  enforced  by  all  those 
'  arguments  which  its  enlightened  friends,  while 
'  it  was  depending  before  the  people,  found  it  ne- 

•  cessary  to  urge.  That  principle  is  universally 
'  admitted."  And,  again :  *■'  We  admit,  as  all 
'  must  admit,  that  the  powers  of  the  Government 
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<  are  limited,  and  that  its  limits  are  not  to  be 

*  transcended."  With  this  agree  the  opinions  of 
distinguished  statesmen,  addressed  to  tne  people, 
while  the  Constitution  was  under  consideration. 
Mr.  Madison,  in  No.  46  of  the  Federalist,  says, 
**  The  powers  delegated  by  the  proposed  Constitu- 

*  tion  to  the  Federal  Grovernment  are  few  and  de- 
*■  fined ;  those  which  are  to  remain  to  the  State 

*  Governments  are  numerous  and  indefinite." 

To  the  advocates  of  power,  in  any  instance,  the 
people  may  with  propriety  say,  show  the  grant  of 
the  power  in  the  Constitution.  It  is  incumbent 
on  you  to  show  either  that  it  is  granted  as  a  sub- 
stantive, independent  power,  or  tnat  it  is  inciden- 
tal to  such  a  power,  by  being  necessary  and  proper 
to  be  used  as  a  mean  to  carry  such  a  power  into 
execution.  If  you  cannot  show  this,  your  claim  is 
bad,  your  pretension  must  fail.  In  the  present  in- 
stance you  search  in  vain  among  the  enumerated 
powers  of  the  Congress :  examine  the  whole  cata- 
logue, with  the  most  scrutinizing  eye,  it  is  not 
found  there:  proceed  to  the  section  which  enu- 
merates all  that  is  prohibited  to  the  States,  noth- 
ing there  written  can  furnish  a  plausible  ground 
to  infer  that  such  a  power  was  intended  to  be  dele- 
gated to  Congress.  It  is  not  then  a  substantive,  | 
independent  power,  specified  and  defined  in  the 
general  enumeration  of  powers;  nor  can  it,  in  my 
▼iew,  be  raised  by  necessary  implication.  Can  it 
with  any  color  ot  right  be  asserted,  as  a  power  ne- 
cessary and  projier  for  carrying  into  eflfect  any  of 
the  specified  pov»'ers  ?  Here,  sir,  the  advocates  of 
the  amendment  are  equally  embarrassed.  With 
which  of  the  ^pecified  powers  is  it  connected  ? 
which  of  them  calls  upon  it  for  aid,  or  which  of 
them  can  receive  any  aid  from  it?  Is  it  necessary 
to  aid  in  laying  and  collecting  taxes,  borrowing 
money,  or  regulating  commerce?  Sir,  you  shall 
name  in  succession  every  power  enumerated  in 
this  instrument,  examine  and  consider  them  in  ail 
their  various  bearings  and  relations  to  the  interests 
and  concerns  of  this  nation,  and  reason  and  can- 
dor shall  compel  you  to  acknowledge  that  the 
power  now  claimed  to  impose  this  restriction  has 
not  the  remotest  connexion  with  any  of  them. 

But,  Mr.  President,  it  is  contended  that,  though 
not  expressly  granted,  yet  the  power  may  be  fairly 
inferr«i.  It  is  somewhat  unfortunate,  however, 
that  the  friends  of  this  amendment  cannot  agree 
among  themselves  as  to  the  article  and  section  of 
the  Constitution  from  which  it  may  be  inferred. 
One  honorable  gentleman  points  to  tne  9th  section 
of  the  1st  article:  ^*  The  migration  or  importation 

*  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States  now  existing 

*  shall  thiuk  proper  to  admit  shall  not  be  prohibited 

*  by  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1808."  He  con- 
tends that  the  persons  here  referred  to  are  slaves, 
and  that,  as  the  prohibition  was  limited  to  a  pniod 
of  time  now  past,  Congress  may  now  interdict  the 
migration  of  citizens,  with  their  slaves,  from  one 
State  lo  another,  or  from  the  old  Sta.f"*  to  the  new 
State  of  Missouri.  The  attempt  to  infer  so  im- 
portant a  power  from  this  pronibitory  clanse,  is 
novel,  unprecedented,  and  dangerous;  and,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  is  contrary  to  the  genius  of  the 
Constitution,  containing  an  enumeration  of  the 


ddegated  powers,  which  was  penned  with  care 
and  precision,  and  cannot  reasonably  be  presumed 
to  leave  such  a  power  to  be  extracted  from  a  pio- 
hibition.  Such  inference  is,  therefore,  denied. 
Further,  sir,  it  is  not  granted  that  *'  migration" 
was  intended  to  apply  to  "  slaves,"  though  "  im- 
portation" does ;  having  a  reference  to  the  general 
power  of  r^ulating  commerce,  by  virtue  of  which 
Congress  might  have  imposed  a  prohibitory  duty 
on  the  importation  of  slaves,  at  their  discretion. 
Thb  right  was,  therefore,  restrained,  for  a  certain 
time,  at  the  instance  of  the  Southern  Stat^.  But 
the  permitted  duty  is  confined  to  the  '^importa- 
tion," leaving  the  migration"  free.  Migration  also, 
as  was  justly  remarked  by  an  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  implies  free  agency,  and  the 
exercise  of  will,  in  the  persons  migrating,  which 
cannot  correctly  be  predicated  of  a  slave.  But, 
sir,  even  if  the  word  "  migration"  be  construed  to 
apply  to  slaves,  as  well  as  the  word  ''  importatidto" 
in  that  clause,  yet  I  deny  that  it  was  intended  io 
refer  to  the  several  States,  or  to  give  Congress  tne 
power  at  will  to  prevent  the  removal  of  a  citizen, 
with  his  family  and  property,  (and  slave.*^  may 
come  under  botn  descriptions,)  from  one  State  to 
another.  The  term  migration,  associated  with 
importation,  must  be  taken  to  refer  to  a  fM'eign 
country  or  territory,  as  the  "termwwM  a  quo:^^  tne 
migration  begins,  and  therefore  applies  only  to 
foreigners,  not  to  inhabitants  of  the  United  States. 
In  this  sense  it  is  used  in  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, which  furnishes  a  standard  construction 
m  a  prior  State  paper,  to  which  we  may  safely 
refer,  and  most  probably  the  term  was  transplanted 
from  that  instrument  into  this  Constitution.  In 
"^he  recital  there  of  the  grievances  which  the  colo- 
nies had  sufiered  at  the  hands  of  the  King,  we 
read:  ''He  has  endeavored  to  prevent  the  popula- 
'  tidn  of  these  States  ;  for  that  purpose  obstructing 
'  the  laws  for  the  naturalization  of  foreigners — ^re- 
'  fusing  to  pass  others  to  encourage  their  migim- 
'  tion  hither ;"  evidently  meaning  the  migration 
of  foreigners  from  a  foreign  country  to  the  States, 
and  as  evidently  excluding  slaves,  who  were  not 
persons  to  whom  naturalization  laws  applied. 

Surely,  sir,  a  power  to  prohibit  freemen  from 
removing  from  one  State  to  another,  with  their 
families  and  property,  ought  not  to  depend  on 
abstruse  reasoning,  or  uncertain  inference,  or  be 
raised  by  implication  in  a  written  constitution. 
What  is  it  but  a  power  to  create  a  State  prison  of 
a  slaveholding  State;  to  incarcerate  the  citizens  of 
the  Southern  States  with  |hcir  black  population, 
or  reduce  them  to  the  ruinous  alternative  of  aban- 
doning their  lands,  as  the  only  means  of  escaping 
from  a  state  of  confinement  tne  most  odious  that 
can  be  imagined  ?  Think  you,  sir.  that  such  was 
the  intention  of  those  who  signed  that  instrument, 
and  recommended  it  to  their  fellow-citizens? 
Think  you,  sir,  that  the  people  of  the  Southern 
States,  in  adopting  the  Constitution,  meant  to 
delc^tc  such  a  power  to  Congress?  It  would  be 
a  waste  of  time  to  reason  upon  the  question.  Sir, 
it  is  incredible  that  such  could  be  the  intention  et 
the  parties  to  that  compact;  and  strangely  will  it 
be  distorted  and  perverted,  if  the  term  "  migration," 
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in  this  prohibiUMy  clause,  can  be  made  the  basis  j 
on  which  to  raise  this  colossal  power.     Should  ! 
Mich  a  coDstructioD  prevail,  lamentably  short,  in' 
deed,  I  fear  will  be  the  duration  of  thi:i  boasted  . 
palladium  of  American  liberty.  ^  ! 

Other  honorable  gentlemen  imagine  tKey  can 
find  a  warrant  for  imposing  this  restriction  m  the 
third  section  of  the  fourth  article :  "  Congress  shall 
have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful 
rules  and  regulations  respecting,  the  territory  or 
other  property  of  the  United  States."  In  answer- 
ing this  pretension,  it  is  not  necessary  to  deny  to 
Congress  all  the  power  there  expressed  over  the 
territory  of  the  United  States;  and  if  Congress 
were  now  engaged  in  making  rules  and  regula- 
tions respecting  such  territory,  this  clause  would 
support  the  claim  of  power.  But,  sir,  so  far  from 
legislating,  to  dispose  of,  or  make  regulations  re- 
specting, territory,  the  bill  on  your  table  provides  ' 
for  relinquishing  the  territorial  government;  raises 
the  people  of  Missouri  to  the  dignity  of  self-gov- 
ernment; empowers  them  to  form  a  constitution  ; 
to  asnime  the  character  of  an  independent  State, 
and,  as  such,  to  take  equal  rank  with  the  other 
States  of  the  Union.  Such  a  bill  is  directly  op- 
posed to  the  last  recited  clause,  and,  therefore, 
that  clau.se  can  give  no  color  to  the  exercise  of  a 

Eower,  designed  to  operate  not  on  the  territory,  ^ 
ut  on  the  State,  at,  and  from  the  moment  of,  its  ' 
birth. 

It  has  been  further  insisted,  Mr.  President,  that 
the  provision,  that  ''new  States  may  be  admitted 
by  the  Congress  into  this  Union,"  vests  Congre*i 
with  a  discretionary  power  to  admit  or  refuse,  and, 
therefore,  that  Congress  may  prescribe  terms  and  j 
conditions  of  admission.     Sir,  the  premis<n;  may 
be  true,  the  conclusion  may  be  false.     It  is  not 
denied  that  the  word  "may,"  in  its  ordinary  sense,  | 
imports  a  discretion   to  act  or  not;  but  iif  this  > 
clause  it  can  give  no  power  beyond  the  exercise  of  j 
the  will  to  admit  or  refuse  admission ;  and  cannot, ; 
by  fair,  reasonable  construction,  confer  a  power  to  , 
impose  terms  which  impair  the  sovereignty  of  the  i 
State  to  be  admitted.     In  ffie  exercise  of  a  power  . 
derived  from  a  political  compact,  or  created  by 
law,  in  the  nse  of  which,  others  besides  the  actor  ; 
have  an  interest,  it  is  the  rule  of  reason  and  sense,  . 
that,  to  be  exercised  fairly,  it  must  be  exercised  not 
capriciously,  but  with  sound  discretion ;  always 
regarding  the  just  rights  of  those  who  are  interested.  ! 
The  people  of  Missouri  having  an  immediate  in-  i 
terest  in  the  exercise  of  this  power,  claim  admis-  { 
sioQ  under   the  guaranty  of  a  solemn   treaty  of  | 
cession,  which  provides  that  "  the  inhabitants  of  | 
the  ceded  territory  shall  be  incorporated  in  the 
Union  of  the  United  States,"  and  admitted,  as  i 
■oon  as  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the 
rights,  advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States.     Under  this  treaty,  part  of  the 
ceded  territory  has  been  admitted  as  a  Stale,  with- 
out such  restriction  as  is  now  attempted  to  be  im- 
posed on  Missouri ;  and,  so  far,  the  treaty  has  been 
expounded  and  executed  in  good  faith.    This  treaty, 
•olemnly  ratified,  appeals  to  the  honor  and  justice 
of  the  nation  for  faithful  execution,  as  soon  as  pos- 


sible. The  United  States  stand  in  the  character 
of  a  trustee  for  the  people  of  the  ceded  territory, 
and,  whenever  they  attain  a  capacity  to  accept  a 
surrender  of  the  trust,  the  surrender  should  be 
promptly  made,  and  the  es^tate  delivered  up,  unim- 
paired and  unfettered  by  conditions  and  restrictions 
not  cooteniplatt'd  in  tne  detxi  by  wluch  the  trust 
was  created.  If,  then,  sir,  Missouri  has  atuined 
the  competent  degree  of  population  and  strength  to 
entitle  her  to  self-government,  according  to  the 
principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  as  the  bill 
on  your  table  admits,  Congress  is  bound  to  admit 
her  into  the  Union  without  delay,  as  freely  as  other 
parts  of  the  ceded  territory  hare  been  admitted, 
without  imposing  a  restriction  that  impairs  her 
State  sovereignty  ;  since  neither  the  Constitution 
nor  the  treaty  grants  power  to  impose  that  restric- 
tion. 

This  power  then,  so  strenuously  contended  for, 
is  not  found  among  the  ^pecified  or  enumerated 
powers  delegated  to  Congress;  it  is  not  a  power 
which  can  be  claimed  as  necessary  and  proper  to 
carry  into  execution  any  specified  power,  and,  in 
my  opinion,  cannot  reasonably  be  raised  by  impli- 
cation from  the  diiferenl  i)arli>  of  the  Constitution 
on  which  its  advocates  rely. 

But,  .Mr.  President,  instead  of  being  surprised 
that  such  a  power  is  not  found  in  the  charter,  it 
would  be  cause  of  inexpressible  surprise  if  it  were 
found  there ;  for  I  am  convinced  the  people  never 
designed  to  grant  it.  This  charter  was  designed 
to  govern  and  regulate  the  great  political  national 
concerns  of  the  Union,  not  to  interfere  with  the 
internal  regulations,  the  private  or  domestic  con- 
cerns of  the  States.  Such  is  the  opinion  of  the 
distinguished  statesmen,  to  whom  I  before  referred. 
Mr.  Madison,  in  the  same  number  of  the  Federal- 
ist before  cited,  after  informing  the  people  that  the 
powers  delegated  to  the  Federal  Groverninent  are 
few  and  defaned — those  tliat  remain  to  the  Stales 
numerous  and  indefinite,  adds,  "the  former  will  be 
'  exercised  principally  on  external  objtcts,  as  war, 
'  peace,  negotiation,  and  foreign  commerce,  with 
'  which  last,  the  powers  of  taxation  will  for  the 
'  most  part  be  connected.  The  power  reserved  to 
'  the  several  Slates  will  extend  to  all  the  objects, 
'  which,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  affairs,  concern 
'  the  lives'  liberties,  and  pro|)ertie8  of  the  people, 
•  and  the  internal  order,  improvement,  and  pros- 
'  perity  of  the  Stale ;"  and,  in  the  succeeding  num- 
ber, speaking  of  the  State  governments,  he  adds, 
"  By  the  superintending  care  of  th«ise,  ail  the  more 
'  domestic  and  personal  interest  of  the  people  will 
'  be  regulated  and  provided  for."  The  same  dis- 
tinction is  repeated  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  in  No.  84. 
"But  a  minute  detail  of  {larticular  rights  is  cer- 
'  tainly  far  less  applicable  to  a  Constitution  like 
■  that  under  consideration,  which  is  merely  intended 
'  to  regulate  the  general  politii^i  interests  of  the 
'  nation,  than  to  a  Constitution  which  has  the  re^ 
'  gulation  of  every  sj)ecies  of  personal  and  private 
'  concerns." 

Sir,  it  must  be  admitted  by  every  statesman, 
that  this  Constitution  never  was  designed  to  have 
jurisdiction  over  the  domestic  concerns  of  the  peo- 
ple in  the  several  States.     No,  sir,  these  are  wisely 
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left  exclusively  to  the  State  sovereignties,  as  their 
natural  guardians.  The  proposed  anr>endment,  if 
adopted,  will  regulate,  by  an  irrevocable  provision 
in  a  statute,  one  of  the  domestic  relations  of  the 
people  of  the  State  of  Missouri.  Can  this  be  de- 
nied 7  Need  I  name  to  this  Senate  what  are  ap- 
Eropriately  termed  the  domestic  relations  of  civil 
fe?  They  are  those  of  husband  and  wife--to 
which  happily  succeeds  that  of  parent  and  child, 
too  often  followed  by  that  of  guardian  and  ward ; 
with  all  which  is  connected  that  of  master  and  | 
servant,  either  by  voluntary  or  involuntary  servi- 
tude. These,  sir,  with  peculiar  propriety  and 
truth,  are  denominated  "  the  domestic  relations." 
They  exist  in  the  bosom  of  the  family,  in  the  hum- 
ble walks  of  private  life,  and  have  no  connexion 
with  the  general  political  interests  of  the  Union. 
If  Congress  can  regulate  one,  why  not  all  of  these 
domestic  relations  f  They  all  stand  on  the  same 
level,  and  if  one  be  within  the  grasp  of  your  pow- 
er, what  shall  exempt  or  protect  the  rest  1  Even 
the  contract  of  marriage,  and  the  period  of  release 
from  guardianship  may  become  the  subject  of  dis- 
cussion in  some  future  Congress,  on  the  admission 
of  some  future  State.  If  .such  a  power  exists,  who 
shall  stay  its  hand  or  j)rescribe  its  limits  ?  Sir,  the  '■ 
proposed  restriction  is  a  direct  inivasion  of  the  sov- 
ereignty of  the  State — it  will  wrest  from  Missouri 
that  power  which  belongs  to  <^very  State  in  the 
Union,  to  regulate  its  domestic  concerns  according 
to  the  will  of  the  people.  But  further,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, it  cannot  escape  observation,  that,  to  accom- 
plish the  proposed  pbject,  Congress  must  invent  a 
new  mode  of  legislation — a  legislation  in  perpe- 
tuity. In  the  convnon  course  of  legislation,  every 
law  is  subject  to  be  altered,  or  repealed,  according  I 
to  the  wisdom  and  discretion  of -any  future  Legis-  I 
lature.     Here  you  transcend  the  power  of  any  le- 1 

fislative  body  Known  to  a  Republic — you  impose  j 
y  statute  a  restriction  to  be  and  remain  irrevo- 
cable forever.  To  such  a  dilemma  the  usurpation 
of  power  leads.  What,  then,  Mr.  President,  is  the 
true  character  of  this  bill,  with  such  an  amend- 
ment 7  Not  simply  a  law,  but  a  law  to  make,  in 
part,  a  constitution  for  the  future  State  of  Mis- 
souri ;  nay,  more,  to  make  her  constitution  in  that 
point  unalterable  forever,  and  place  it  beyond  the 
power  of  the  people.  Is  not  this  depriving  the 
people  of  their  acknowledged  rights,  and  the  State 
of  part  of  its  legitimate  sovereignty  V  If  Congress 
can  thus,  by  anticipation,  make  part  of  a  consti- 
tution for  a  State,  and  force  it  upon  her  as  a  con- 
dition precedent  to  her  admission,  why  may  not 
Congress  make  other  parts  of  her  constitution  un- 
der the  form  of  other  conditions?  The  power  is 
the  same,  the  right  is  equal.  If,  sir,  the  people  of 
Missouri  be  thus  compelled  to  mould  their  State 
constitution  according  to  the  mandate  of  Con- 
gress, must  not  Missouri  enter  the  Union  shorn  of 
some  of  those  beams  of  sovereignty  that  encircle 
her  sister  Sutes?  Can  she  be  said  to  stand  upon 
an  equal  footing  with  them  1  Let  truth  and  can- 
dor answer. 

But,  sir,  to  this  objection  it  is  replied  that  simi- 
lar terras  were  prescribed  to  the  States  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois.    True.     Recollect,  however, 


that  the  condition  of  those  States  was,  in  every 
respect,  different  from  the  condition  of  Missouri. 
The  ordinance  of  1787,  passed  by  Congress  under 
the  Articles  of  Confederation,  was  tendered  to  the 
settlers  in  the  Northwestern  Territory,  (whether 
with  or  without  authority,  is  immaterial  now,)  as 
a  compact  and  agreement.  The  settlers  there 
knew  of  this  compact — made  their  arrangements 
accordingly — society  there  was  formed  and  mould- 
ed on  the  principles  of  that  ordinance,  and  was 
thus  gradually  prepared  to  adopt  the  same  princi- 
ples in  the  State  constitutions ;  and,  under  these 
circumstance  the  terms  were  proposed,  without 
opposition,  and  met  the  approbation  of  the  people. 
The  maxim,  "  voUnti  turn  //  injteriaJ*  applies,  with 
peculiar  force,  to  such  a  case.  Different,  in  all 
respects,  is  the  case  of  Missouri :  part  of  a  territory 
acquired  by  treaty  from  a  foreign  Power — never 
subject  to  the  ordinance  of  1787 — involuntary  ser- 
vitude existed  there  at  the  time  of  cession,  and 
still  exists — the  people  object  to  this  restriction — 
insist  upon  their  rights  under  the  treaty,  and  deny 
your  power  to  impose  such  a  condition.  Under 
circumstances  so  entirely  dissimilar,  the  North- 
western States  furnish  not  even  the  frail  anthohty 
of  precedent  to  bind  Missouri. 

If  Congress  really  possess  a  power  to  interdict 
the  migration  of  slaves,  and  to  confine  them  within 
the  States  where  they  are  now  settled,  where  is 
the  necessity  of  attempting  to  effect  that  object, 
indirectly  and  partially,  by  the  proposed  restric- 
tion ?     If  that  power  exist,  as  is  contended,  Con- 
gress can,  at  discretion,  effect  the  object  by  a  gen- 
eral law,  equally  binding  all  the  States.     And,  sir, 
to  me,  such  course  would  appear  more  dignified 
than  to  force  on  a  new  State  so  humiliating  a  con- 
dition.    To  my  mind,  however,  it  is  clear,  Mr. 
Pr^ident,  that  Congress  does  not  possess  power  to 
impose  this  restriction  upon  the  people  of  Missouri, 
and  that  to  exercise  it  will  be  flagrant  usurpation. 
The  legitimate  business  of  Congress  is  to  enact 
lav^,  not  to  make  Constitutions.    But,  sir,  if  it  be 
only  a  doubtful  question,  wisdom  and  sound  pol- 
icy, and  a  regard  for  the  peace  and  harmony  of 
the  Union,  forbid  the  attempt  to  exercise  it.     This 
Government,  deriving  all  its  powers  by  immediate 
grants  from  the  people,  relies  for  its  support,  nay, 
lor  its  existence,  on  the  good  opinion  and  confi- 
dence of  the  people.     These  it  will  have,  as  long 
as  it  is  believed  that  the  powers  delegated  to  Con- 
gress are  honestly  exercised  for  the  general  wel- 
fare.    Influenced  by  this  sentiment,  the  people  will 
erer  be  found  willing  subjects  of  this  Constitution, 
and  the  Government  will  be  stronir,  powerful,  nay, 
invincible.     But,  sir,  if  Congress  shall  pursue  a 
course  that  gives  just  cause  to  suspect  that  they 
are  grasping  at  power  beyond  the  grant ;  that  they 
are  trenching  on  the  powers  reserved  to  the  people, 
or  invading  the  sovereignty  of  the  States,  it  reqmrea 
not  prophetic  vision  to  predict  the  result.     The 
same  spirit  that  resisted  British  tyranny  will  resist 
usurpation  from  any  quarter,  and  to  the  people  it 
will  be  indifferent  whether  oppression  comes  un- 
der an  edict  from  a  British  Parliament  or  from  an 
American  Congress.    And,  sir,  however  strong  this 
Government  may  feel,  supported  by  the  confidence 
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of  the  States  and  the  affections  of  the  people,  it  is 
not  wise  to  try  its  strength,  under  a  doubtful  power, 
against  a  number  of  respectable  States. 

I  rose,  Mr.  President,  to  express  my  ideas  upon 
the  Constitutional  question  alone — the  treaty  of 
cession,  intimately  connected  with  the  question, 
presents  also  serious  difficulties  in  the  way  ;  but 
that  part  of  the  subject  has  been  already  exhausted 
by  honorable  gentlemen  who  preceded  me.  As  to 
the  expediency,  I  will  only  add,  that  no  measure 
which  violates  the  Constitution  can  be  expedient ; 
no  measure  that  jeopardizes  the  internal  peace  of 
the  Union,  and  stakes  the  Constitution  upon  an  act 
of  doubtful  power,  can  be  deemed  a  measure  of 
wisdom  or  sound  policy. 

Such,  Mr.  President,  being  my  sincere  convic- 
tioos  in  relation  to  the  great  Constitutional  ques- 
tion which  the  amendment  presents,  my  duty  is 
plain  though  unpleasant.  I  must  vote  against  that 
amendment. 


Monday,  January  31. 
Mr.  Elliot  presented  the  petition  of  the  Board 
of  Managers  ol  the  Savannah  poor  house  and  hos- 
pital, erected  for  the  reception  of  the  poor  and  oth- 
ers, and  of  American  seamen,  praying  Congress  to 
take  such  an  interest  in  it  as  would  secure  to  the 
United  States  the  use  of  such  a  proportion  of  the 
building  as  might  be  necessary  for  their  seamen  ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Simpson,  J^nerican  Consul  at  Morocco,  praying 
that  he  maw  be  allowed  for  his  services  at  the  rate 
of  flcmr  tho^|and  dollars  per  annum,  with  house 
rent  in  addition ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  MaryXIas- 
sin,  of  South  Carolina,  jwaying  payment  of  arrear- 
ages of  certain  soldiers'  pay,  as  stated  in  the  peti- 

^  tion ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ckims. 

Mr.  BcRRiLi-  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  making  appropriations  to  supply  the  de- 

*  ficiency  in  the  appropriations  heretofore  made  for 
the  completion  of  the  repairs  of  the  north  and 
south  wingii  of  the  Capitol,  for  finishing  the  Presi- 
deent's  House,  and  the  erection  of  two  new  Exec- 
utive Offices,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Sanpord  communicated  the  following  reso- 
kitions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  which  were  read  : 

"State  or  N«w  Yoas,  ik  Amxmilt, 

Jamary  17,  1830. 
"  Whereat  the  inbibitiDg  the  farther  exteniion  of 
slavery  in  these  United  Sutn  ii  a  lubject  of  deep 
coDcern  amoo;  the  people  of  this  State  :  and  vtherems 
we  consider  slavery  as-  an  evil  moch  to  b«  deplored; 
and  that  every  Constitotional  barrier  should  be  inter- 
posed to  preTent  its  further  extension ;  and  that  the 
ConstitQtion  of  the  Unit«d  States  dearly  give*  Con* 
graaa  the  right  to  require  of  new  States,  not  conpriaed 
within  the  original  boundaries  of  these  United  States, 


the  prohibition  ^f  slavery,  aa  a  eondi^on  of >ks  adaia- 
sioD  into  the  Union  :  therefore,  y 

"  Raolvtd,  (if  the  honorable  Senate  concur  bereis,) 
That  our  Senators  be  instructed,  aiid  our  Representa- 
tiTM  in  Congress  'be  requested,  to  oppose  the  admis* 
sion  as  a  State  into  the  Union  of  any  Territory  not  cobi> 
priced  as  aforesaid,  without  making  the  prohibition  of 
slavery  therein  an  indispensable  condition  of  admisaion: 
therefore, 

*'  Ruolvtd,  That  measures  be  taken  by  the  Clerks 
of  the  Senate  and  Assembly  of  this  State,  to  transmit 
copies  of  the  preceding  resolutions  to  each  fit  out  Sen- 
ators and  Representatives  in  Congress. 

"  Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  deliver  a  copy  of  the 
preceding  re»olations  to  the  honorable  the  Senate,  aid 
request  their  concurrence  in  the  same. 

"  By  order  of  the  Assembly. 

»  AARON  CLARK.  CUrk:* 

"  State  or  New  Yoaa,  i»  Sekatb, 

January  20,  IMO. 
**  Resolved,    That   the   Senate  do  concur  with  the 
honorable  the  Assembly  in  their  said  resolutions. 

••  Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  deliver  a  copy  of  the 
preceding  resolution  of  concurrence  to  the  honorable 
the  Assembly.     By  order. 

"JOHN  T.  BACON,  Ckrk.** 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  consideration. 

*'  Retolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increas- 
ing the  salary  of  the  district  judge  for  the  district  of 
Georgia.  | 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration : 

"  Reached,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be  requested  to  lay  before  the  Senste  such  informatien 
as  he  may  possess  relative  to  the  execution  of  so  mueh 
of  the  first  article  of  the  late  Treaty  of  Peace  and 
Amity  between  His  Britannic  Majestj  and  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  relates  to  the  restitution  of  slaves,  asd 
which  has  not  heretofore  been  communicated." 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  presented  the  memorial 
of  Aouila  Giles,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying 
the  allowance  of  interest  on  his  claim  autnorized 
to  be  settled  at  the  last  session,  by  an  act  passed 
for  his  relief;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Leake,  it  was  agreed  to  re- 
consider the  vote  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
John  Nicholls;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Eaton,  it 
was  recommi'ted  to  tlie  Committee  of  Claims,  fur- 
ther to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  volim- 
teers  engaged  in  a  late  campaign  against  the  Sem- 
inole Indians,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  upon  the  pe- 
tition of  Bowie  and  Kurtz  and  others;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re~ 
port  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Cornelia  Schoonmaker,  admin- 
istratrix, and  Peter  Marius  Groen,  administrator, of 
Zachariah  Schoonmaker,  late  paymaster  of  the  2d 
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regiment  o(  the  United  States'  rolanteer  artillery ; 
and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  resolved  that  tne 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  grafted. 

Mr.  Edwaros  communicated  the  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Iliinois,  in  relation 
to  the  contmuation  of  the  National  Road  ;  and  the 
resolutions  were  read,  and  referrred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  PuUio  Lands. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Bioren,  bookseller,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Fielding 
Lucaa.  jun.,  bookseller,  of  Baltimore,  proposing  to 
fumisn  a  volume  to  contain  five  sessions  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  in  continuation,  and  in 
a  style  to  correspond  with  the  edition  of  five  vol- 
umes published  under  the  sanction  and  authority 
of  Congress,  by  John  Bioreo,  William  Duane,  and 
Roger  C.  Weightman,  and  praying  the  sanction 
an<raid  of  Congress  ;  and  the  mt'morial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Comrmttee  on  the  Judiciary. 

MISSOURI  QUESTION. 

The  Senate  then^  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  Missouri  question. 

Mr.  Barboub,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  addressed 
the  Senate  more  than  three  hours  against  the  pro- 
posed restriction ;  but,  before  concluding  his  speech, 
intimated  a  desire  to  be  allowed  to  defer  the  re- 
mainder of  his  remarks  to  to-morrow;  and  the 
subject  was  accordingly  postponed. 


TosaOAY,  February  1. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Indiana,  praving  that  the 
fee  simple  of  a  certain  township  of  land  which 
had  been  reserved  for  the  use  of  working  a  salt 
spring  thereon,  may  be  vested  in  said  State,  to  be  I 
sold,  and  the  proceeds  thereof  applied  to  roads  and  | 
inland  navigation ;  and  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.     | 

Mr.  Otih  submitted  the  following  motions  for 
consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  in-  j 
stracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reviving  for 
years  the  law  making  foreign  gold  coins  a  tender. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  in- 
stracted to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  taw  for  the  payment  of  the  Mississippi  stock,  by 

the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  bearict^  interest  at 

per  OMit.  per  annum,  and  redeamable  at  the  pleasure 
of  Ctovernment  to  such  of  the  proprietors  thereof  aa 
may  elect  to  receive  payment  in  this  mode. 

Mr.  Msllen  presented  the  petition  of  J.  R. 
Cbadbourne,  and  otherss  of  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington, in  the  District  of  Maine,  praying  the  aid 
of  Government  in  making  a  certain  road ;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  31st  ult.  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  increasing  the  salary  of  the  district  jtidge 
for  the  district  of  Georgia,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  31st  ult.  for  information  touchiujg 
the  late  treaty  of  peace  and  amity  between  His 


Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States,  as  re- 
lates to  the  resUtutioD  of  slaves ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

MISSOURI  QUESTION. 

The  Senate  then  restmied  the  consideration  of 
the  Missouri  question. 

Mr.  Barboor,  of  Virginia,  concluded  the  speech 
which  he  commenced  yesterday  against  the  re- 
striction.    The  speech  follows  entire : 

Mr.  President,  the  Senate  will  do  justice  to  my 
sincerity  when  I  declare  that  it  is  with  unfeigned 
reluctance  I  rise  to  address. them  at  this  stage  of 
the  discussion — that,  had  I  yielded  to  my  feelings, 
instead  of  obeying  a  sense  of  duty,  I  shotild  have 
remained  silent.  Whatever  the  human  mind  could 
well  conceive  has  been  either  spoken  or  written 
on  this  subject,  and  no  superiority  of  iatelleet 
could  add  an  additional  ray  of  light.  So  vain  a 
hope,  therefore,  with  my  humble  pretensions, 
would  be  the  height  of  fcdly. 

The  question,  however,  involves  such  important 
consequences,  whether  we  view  it  in  its  Constitu- 
tional light,  or  as  it  regards  the  hcmor  of  the  na- 
tion, plighted  by  treaty,  or  consider  it  as  to  its 
expediency,  as  involving  the  duration  of  the  Uniony 
or  in  any  event  its  tranquillity,  it  seems  to  justify,' 
if  not  to  require,  any  man  to  dii^close  the  reasons 
of  his  vote.  But,  personal  considerations  apart, 
the  feeling  which  this  policy,  as  insulting  as  it  is 
unjust,  has  so  justly  excited  in  the  South  and 
West,  in  which  my  constituents  so  naturally-  par- 
ticipate, seems  to  require  that  their  Represents*^' 
tive  on  this  floor  should  raise  his  voice,  however 
feeble,  in  solemn  protest  against  its  adoption. 

In  the  contemplation  of  this  subject,  and  the 
sentiment*  avowed  in  its  discussion,  I  had  expect- 
ed to  have  felt  nothing  but  unmixed  regret ;  I  had 
expected  to  have  travelled  an  unpleasant  path, 
filled  only  with  thorns.  To  my  relief,  I  nave 
found  here  and  there  a  solitary  spot  of  verdure,  on 
which  my  eye  delighted  to  dwell.  I  have  seen  the 
most  prodigious  display  of  the  powers  of  the  hu- 
man mind;  I  have  seen  its  empire  enlarged  far 
beyond  my  most  sanguine  hopes.  I  do  not  intend 
to  confine  ray  remarks  to  one  or  two,  but  to  extend 
them  to  most  of  those  who  have  engaged  in  the 
debate.  They  have  surrounded  this  bodv  with 
deserved  renown;  to  which,  although  I  feel  a  con- 
sciousness I  cannot  add,  yet  I  must  be  permitted, 
as  a  member  of  this  body,  to  claim  some  partici- 
pation. But  I  have  seen  more :  I  have  seen  a 
degree  of  firmness  and  magnanimity  most  enno- 
bling to  human  nature — Senators  rising  superior 
to  clamor  and  popular  excitement,  and  filling  the 
measure  assigned  them  by  the  Constitution,  at  the 
expense  of  office,  with  the  sacrifice  of  popularity, 
firmly  discharging  their  duty.  Such  men,  com- 
pared with  the  supple  politician,  who  bends  like  a 
reed  to  the  blast — who,  to  promote  his  own  ag- 
grandizement, practises  upon  the  prejudices  of 
mankind— will,  by  an  impartial  posterity,  when 
the  false  fire  of  the  moment  shall  have  subsided, 
be  placed  in  the  zenith,  while  the  latter  will  be 
consigned  to  the  nadir  of  the  moral  world.  Go  on, 
illustrious  Senators,  in  the  carewof  glory  you  hare 
commenced !    A  bide  whatever  »acrinee  the  faithfiil 
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discharge  of  yoar  duty  «Mky  {^xiuee  with  fortitude, 
aod  reap  your  reward  in  the  consolation  of  reflect- 
ing that  you  hare  saved  your  country  from  ruin, 
and  in  the  justice  of  all  trying  time !  With  these 
exceptions,  all  that  I  have  aeard  has  filled  me 
with  solicitude  and  i)ain.  I  have  beard  sentiments 
uttered  that  go  to  shake  the  ibundattons  of  the  Union, 
and  to  produce  a  revolution  in  the  Government — 
principles  avowed  directly  hostile  to  the  compact 
on  which  reposes  our  Union,  and  the  doctrine 
avowed  that  all  power  not  prohibited  belongs  to 
the  General  Government.  To  combat  these — to 
deprive  them  of  all  authority,  by  showing  their 
faUacy — will  be  the  object  of  my  endeavors.  Be- 
fore, however,  I  proceed  to  this,  let  me  notice  an 
attempt  which  has  been  made  to  give  a  character 
to  this  question  which  it  does  not  deserve.  It  has 
been  said  that  this  is  a  question  between  slavery 
and  freedom.  A  more  indefensible  perversion  was 
never  attempted  to  be  practised  on  the  human  mind. 
Such  a  statement  of  the  question  is  a  libel  on  the 
South. 

I  app^,  without  the  fear  of  contradiction,  to 
every  member  of  the  Senate,  from  every  quarter 
of  the  Union,  when  I  ask  if  the  Southern  mem- 
bers havenot  invariably  supported,  with  unanimity, 
every  proposition  which  had  for  its  object  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave  trade ;  and  whether,  during 
the  last  session,  we  did  not  indulge  them  in  the 
project,  as  wild  as  it  was  well  designed,  of  expend- 
ing thousands  for  the  accommodation  of  the  un- 
fortunate victims  of  that  abominable  trade,  by  au- 
thorizing the  Government  to  provide  them  an 
asylum  in  Africa,  to  be  maintained  at  the  public 
expense.  Can,  then,  any  man  believe  we  wish  to 
multiply  the  number?  The  question  we  are  called 
to  discuss  Ls  not  whether  slaves  shall  be  multiplied. 
If  it  was,  there  would  be  but  one  sentiment  here. 
What  is  the  real  question?  Shall  we  violate  the 
Constitution,  by  imposing  restrictions  on  the  peo- 
ple of  Missouri  ?  While  exercising  the  great  priv- 
ilege of  forming  their  government,  shall  we  disre- 
gard the  solemn  obligations  imposed  by  treaty? 
And  shall  we  finally  do  an  unmeasurable  act  of  in- 
justice, in  excluding  the  people  of  one  half  the 
Republic  from  participating  in  that  country  bought 
by  a  common  treasure  and  their  exclusive  councus? 
And  for  what  ?  Not  to  diminish  slavery,  but  to 
confine  it  within  its  present  limits — destructive  to 
the  slaves  themselves,  and  fatal,  eventually,  to  the 
whole  population — instead  of  diffusing  them  over 
a  wide-spread  country,  where  their  comforts  would 
be  increa.sed,  and  by  their  disproportionate  numbers 
they  might  be  within  the  reach  of  the  suggestions 
of  policy  and  of  humanity.  Not  to  diminish  slavery, 
I  repeat  again;  but  to  seduce  the  white  population 
from  this  portion  of  country  thus  interdicted,  and 
to  increase  the  disproportion  of  the  blacks  to  such 
an  extent  as  forever  to  shut  the  door  of  hope  upon 
them;  or  to  drive  as  from  the  country,  and  sur- 
render it  exclusively  to  them. 

This  is  the  real  stote  of  the  question,  which  I 
wiM  now  proceed  to  discuss ;  and,  for  the  sake  of 
Pwswcoity,  Ipropose  to  do  so  under  the  following 
heads:  l«t.  You  have  no  Constitutional  right  to 
unpose  the  restriction  involved  in  the  amendment 


2d.  That  the  treaty  by  which  we  acquired  the 
country  forbids  it.  And  third.  That  it  is  inex- 
pedient and  unjust  to  do  so. 

1st.  Your  Constitutional  right.  It  may  not  be 
unimportant,  in  discussing  this  branch  of  the  sob- 
joct,  to  ascend  to  the  origin  of  the  Government. 
To  ascertain  its  humility,  its  progress  in  acquiring 
power,  and  its  now  alarming  pretensions.  A  dis- 
cussion of  this  character  will  not  be  entirely  with- 
out its  use  in  reference  to  the  general  course  of  our 
legislation.  Some  gentlemen  may  thereby  acquire 
the  information  they  seem  to  laclc,  that  all  power 
not  prohibited  is  not  granted  necessarily  to  the 
Government,  as  has  been  contended  for  by  at  least 
one  of  the  speakers  who  have  gone  before  me. 
The  present  Constitution  in  nothing  more  than  an 
expansion  of  the  Confederation.  Its  obiect  is  the 
same;  the  means  of  attaining  that  object  have 
only  been  enlarged.  And  what  was  tnaf?  To 
operate  on  our  external  concerns,  and  to  regulate 
such  subjects  internally  as  could  not,  from  their  char- 
acter and  extent,  be  properly  administered  by  any  of 
the  States ;  and  there  only  to  the  extent  specifically 
enumerated  in  the  Constitution.  It  will  be  recol- 
lected, that  this  mass  of  power,  awarded  to  the 
Confederation,  was  surrounded  by  sovereign  States, 
whose  jealousy  of  the  General  Government  was 
such,  that,  as  experience  evinced  in  practical  re- 
sults, they  were  entirely  incompetent  to  the  object. 
It  is^wortby  of  remark,  how  cautiously  they  guarded 
against  the  abuse  of  this  very  limited  authority,  by 
the  2d  article  of  that  instrument,  which  is  to  the 
effect  following: 

"Art.  2.  Each  State  retains  itssovereignty,free- 
'  dom,  and  independence,  and  every  power,  juris- 
'  diction,  and  right,  which  is  not  by  this  Confedera- 
'  lion  expressly  delegatiHi  to  the  United  Slates  in 
'  Congress  assemble." 

I  invite  the  attention  of  the  Senate  particularly 
to  the  phnueology  of  this  article,  as  disclosing  the 
real  design  of  the  contracting  parties  as  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  power  of  the  individual  States,  and  of 
the  General  Government.  And,sustaining  the  posi- 
tion I  have  before  taken  as  to  the  objects  whose 
administration  was  intended  to  be  confided  to  the 
General  Government,  I  liave  been  thus  fuU  on  this 
branch  of  the  subject,  because,  although  a  similar 
clause  was  not  introduced  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  yet  it  was  distinctly  understood  the 
same  principle  attached  to  the  Constitution,  as  well 
from  the  sjiecific  enumeration  of  the  powers,  as 
the  contemporary  expositions  by  the  most  approved 
writers ;  but,  above  all,  by  the  10th  amendment 
of  the  Constitution  to  the  effect  following:  "The 
'  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the 
'  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States, 
'  are  reserved  to  the  States,  respectively,  or  to  the 
'  people."  And  it  may  be  stated,  that,  if  there 
was  any  one  point  on  which  the  people  of  America 
universally  agreed,  it  was  that  necessity  of  restrain- 
ing the  General  Government  within  tne  prescribed 
limits,  to  guard  against  encroachments  on  the  au- 
thority of  the  States,  and  thereby  prevent  a  con- 
solidation which  has  been  universally  considered 
as  a  synonym  with  monarchy. 

These  are  truths  generally  admitted,  and  always 
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have  been,  in  the  abstract ;  bot,  in  their  application, ! 
we  am  mortified  to  perceive  an  endless  variety  of 
opinions,  some  contending  for  a  latitude  so  wide 
in  their  interpretation  of  the  powers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment as  to  de/y  limitation ;  while  others  insist, 
and  justly  insist,  that  they  view  the  powers  of  the 
Federal  Government,  as  resulting  from  the  com- 
pact to  which  the  States  are  parties,  as  limited  by 
the  plain  sense  and  intention  of  the  instrument 
constituting  that  compact.  This  is  the  language 
of  the  celebrated  resolutions  of  the  Virginia  Assem- 
bly. Not  merely  because  they  were  adopted  by 
that  body,  but  because  it  was  a  part  of  the  Kepub- 
lican  creed,  to  which  a  vast  majority  of  the  Amer- 
ican people  gave  tbeir  hearty  approbation,  and  by 
whicn  the  line  was  completely  drawn  between  the 
different  political  parties  of  the  day.  It  is  a  sound 
principle,  which  I  wish  to  see  revived,  (for  it  seems 
to  have  been  forgotten,)  and  resorted  to  in  all 
doubtful  cases,  as  an  infallible  standard.  And  here, 
I  protest  against  a  species  of  special  pleading, 
which,  rejecting  the  principle  just  alluded  to,  i 
hunts  for  powers  in  words  or  sentences,  taken  here  j 
and  there  from  the  instrument  and  patched  together,  I 
forming  something  like  a  pretext  lor  the  exercise  of 
power  palpably  interdicted  by  the  plain  sense  and 
intention  of  the  instrument.  These  preliminaries 
being  disposed  of,  we  are  brought  to  the  conclusion 
that  those  who  contend  for  the  power  in  question 
must  show  it.  This  has  been  attemptin],  and  no 
two  agree  as  to  the  portion  of  the  Constitution  from 
which  they  derive  the  power.  This  circumstance 
of  itself  is  entitled  to  great  consideration.  If  the 
subject  bad  been  of  a  character  whose  administra- 
tion could  not  be  effected  by  the  States,  in  their 
individual  character,  one  might  be  disposed  to  give 
a  latitude  of  construction  to  the  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution, if  any  existed,  that  related  to  this  subject ; 
but  when  it  is  known  that  the  subject  of  slavery 
had  been  exclusively  under  the  control  of  the 
States,  to  the  entire  exclusion  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, except  in  a  case  of  a  peculiar  character, 
(the  slave  trade,)  before  we  assume  upon  ourselves 
the  exercise  of  such  an  authority,  we  should  be 
satisfied  that  the  power  has  been  plainly  given.  In 
lieu  of  which,  one  gentleman  pretends  to  find  it  in 
a  clause  whose  only  object  was  a  restraint  upon 
Congress ;  while  another  acknowledges  that  he 
considers  this  clause  as  giving  no  such  authority, 
and  refers  us  to  another ;  while  other  gentlemen 
select  new  clauses  imparting  this  authority. 

Let  us  examine  them  respectively.  1st,  let  us 
consider  the  1st  clause  of  the  9th  section,  1st  article. 
Gentlemen  contend  that  the  word  "  migration,"  is 
the  magical  word  in  which  is  contained  the  power 
about  to  be  exercised.  The  plain  answer  to  this 
is,  that  it  produces  a  confusion  of  ideas,  to  assert 
that  a  clause,  whose  palpable  design  was  to  restrain 
Congress  from  exercising  an  auuority,  imparts  a 
substantive  grant  of  power ;  but,  it  is  reasoned, 
why  restrain  Congress,  till  the  year  1808,  from  ex- 
ercising an  authority  which  they  did  not  possess? 
Do  gentlemen  mean  to  say  that  all  power  interdict- 
ed by  the  9th  section  would  belong  to  Cong^ress, 
had  not  such  restriction  been  inserted  7  The  gen- 
tleman  from  New  Hampshire  contends  for  this 


monstrous  doctrine^  and  asks,  bad  it  not  been  for 
the  clause  interdicting  titles  of  nobility,  would  not 
Congress  have  had  the  power  to  have  created  a 
nobility?  The  ^ntleman  seems  not  to  under- 
stand the  first  principles  of  the  Government — for, 
if  his  doctrine  be  acted  upon,  it  is  equal  to  a  revo- 
lution, and  a  Grovernment  of  limited  powers  would 
instantly  be  converted  into  one  of  absolute  authority. 
I  should  have  paid  less  attention  to  this  doctrine 
by  supposing  that  the  gentleman  had  not  reflected 
upon  It,  had  he  not  uttered  the  same  thing  during 
the  last  session.  It  seems,  therefore,  that  this  is 
one  of  his  fixed  principles.  A  more  heretical  or  a 
more  dangerous  one,  cannot  well  be  conceived. 
But,  sir,  were  I  for  a  moment  to  yield  a  point  so 
palpable  as  this,  still,  I  might  contend  that  the  gen- 
tlemen would  be  without  the  power  contended  for. 
What  is  the  argument  on  their  part,  that  "  migra- 
tion" and  "  importation"  equally  relate  to  slaves  7 
That  "  importation"  relates  to  foreign  daves, 
while  "  migration"  refers  to  domestic  slave?  passing 
from  one  State  to  another,  and  that  Congress, 
therefore,  has  a  right  to  prevent  their  passage  to 
the  Missouri.  Now,  I  contend  that  "  migration" 
was  intended  to  refer  to  free  foreigners,  coming  to 
this  country,  while  "  importation"  was  intended  to 
apply  to  slaves  from  abroad.  This  conclusion  is 
warranted,  as  well  by  the  phraseology  of  the  sec- 
tion, as  by  the  circumstances  of  the  country.  What 
is  its  language?  That  the  migration  or  importa- 
tion of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States  now  ex- 
isting shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  pro- 
hibited by  the  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1808 :  but 
a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on  such  importation 
not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each  person.  If  this 
interpretation  be  receivtsd,  the  meaning  of  the 
clause  is  intelligible  and  natural.  By  dropping 
"migration"  when  speaking  of  a  tax  or  duty,  it 
may  be  fairly  inferred  that  the  migration  spoken 
of  was  that  of  freemen,  to  tax  whom  would  be 
absurd.  But  the  circumstances  of  the  country  at 
that  time  are  entitled  to  great  weight  in  forming 
our  opinion.  A  large  portion  of  the  Middle, 
Sonthem,  and  Western  States,  were  sparsely  inhab- 
ited. It  was  among  the  grievances  enumerated,  as 
leading  to  the  Revolution,  that  the  Crown  of  Gkeat 
Britain  had  indicated  a  hostility  to  the  migration 
of  foreigners.  Hence,  lest  the  most  populous  por- 
tions of  the  United  States  should  indulge  m  a 
similar  abuse  of  power.  Congress  was  expressly 
interdicted  from  taking  any  step  in  relation  thereto, 
prior  to  the  year  1808. 

That  this  was  the  true  import  of  this  clause  is 
not  only  sustained  by  the  considerations  to  which 
I  have  just  referred,  but  is  supported  by  an  exposi- 
tion given  us  at  a  period  near  the  adoption  or  the 
Constitution.  Those  who  opposed  the  alien  law 
in  Congress  insisted  upon  this  interpretation,  and 
none  with  more  force  than  my  predecessor.  Judge 
Tazewell,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  men  of 
whom  Virginia  can  boast  In  his  speech,  which 
I  have  now  before  me,  on  ths  alien  law,  he  holds 
the  language  I  now  do,  and  contended  that  Con- 
gress was  virtually  violating  this  clause.  The 
Senate  will  recollect  this  discussion  was  in  1796; 
and  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  application  of 
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tlm  word  to  kl&ves  was  first  made  by  the  Ineads 
of  the  alien  law,  to  elude  the  force  of  this  argu- 
meat.  The  committee  of  the  House  of  Represea- 
tatives,  in  an  elaborate  report,  drawa  with  a  view 
to  defend  this  law,  assert  that  **  mii^tion"  related 
to  slaves ;  but  even  the  authors  of  that  report  con- 
tend only  that  it  relates  to  the  importation  of  slaves 
from  abroad.  But,  we  are  told,  Congress  has  fixed 
the  meaning  of  this  clause  by  the  lawof  1804,  inter- 
dicting the  bringing  of  slaves  into  Louisiana  from 
any  puce  in  the  United  States,  except  by  removal 
with  their  owners.  But  nothing  is  to  be  gained 
by  this  precedent.  1st.  Louisiana  was  a  Territory, 
and  not  a  State.  2d.  It  was  the  result  of  an  ex- 
citement produced  by  peculiar  causes,  which  have 
been  amply  detailed  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  and  passed  probably  without  discussion. 
3d.  Jt  was  repealed  at  the  next  session,  by  the  law 
relative  to  the  Territory  of  Mississippi,  in  which 
Louisiana  was  placed  oa  the  same  footing  with  that 
territory.  So  that,  if  it  weigh  any  thing,  it  is 
against  the  interpretation  contended  for,  as  Congress 
retraced  its.  steps  within  one  year  after  the  passage 
of  the  law  of  1804.  But  the  admission  for  ar^- 
ment  sake  was  a  mere  gratuity,  that  a  negative 
clause  might  be  interpreted  into  a  grant  of  power, 
i  contend,  this  clause  gives  no  power.  How  should 
it  be  understood,  according  to  the  plain  intent  of 
the  Constitution  1  To  Congress  had  been  given 
the  power  to  regulate  foreign  commerce,  and  to 
establish  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization.  But, 
lest  this  power  should  be  exercised  against  the 
wishes  of  a  particular  portion  of  the  Union,  for  the 
reasons  stated  above,  this  clause  was  introduced. 
I  do  not  mean  to  be  understood  as  saying  any  thing 
about  the  ri^ht  of  Congress  to  interlere  in  the 
case  of  the  nugration  of  foreigners ;  whether  they 
have  or  not  is  not  now  involved  ;  and  its  restric- 
tion till  1808  by  no  means  implies  necessarily  such 
a  power.  For  it  is  palpable  mat  this  seotion  was 
drawn,  out  of  abundant  caution,  and  as  is  evinced 
-by  the  4th  clause  of  that  section,  Congress  is  inter- 
dicted from  exercising  an  authority  in  anv  other 
way  than  had  been  previously  prescribed.  Its  lan- 
guage is — no  capitation  or  otner  direct  tax  shall 
be  laid  unless  in  proportion  to  the  census  or  enu- 
meration herein  before  directed  to  be  taken.  Hence 
it  follows  that,  as  I  s<iid  before,  a  restraint  on  Con- 
gress does  not  imply  the  existence  of  the  power  re^ 
strained  ;  for  I  presuine  tlie  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire  would  hardly  contend  ttiat  as  Congress, 
even  without  this  clause,  woald  have  had  the 
power  to  vary  the  sUmdard  of  the  apportionment 
of  direct  taxation.  But,  it  is  said  that  as  Congress 
has  the  power  to  prevent  the  importation  of  sbves 
under  the  clause  of  ceguiat'ing  loreign  commerce, 
they  have  tbe  powoir  to  prevent  the  passage  of  slaves 
from  one  State  to  anotner  under  the  chuise  of  reg- 
ulating the  commerce  between  the  States,  Now, 
sir,  what  is  c6mmerce,  according  to  the  common 
understanding  of  mankind,  or  in  its  strictest  sense, 
as  famished  by  the  most  approved  lexicographers  ? 
It  is  traffic.  And  can  any  one  .soberly  contend 
that  a  removal  of  the  head  of  a  family,  like  the 
patriarch  of  times  gone  by,  carrying  with  him  his 
household,  is  engaged  in  that  kinU  of  commerce 


whose  regulation  has  been  given  to  Congress.    His 
slaves  are  a  part  of  his  fami^  ;  they  have  descended . 
from  generation  to  ^enemtMn ;  are  the  depository 
of  the  history  of  his  iaraily  ;  have  rocked  the  cradle 
of  his   infancy,  or  have  been  companions  of  his-, 
youth ;  for  them  he  has  an  afiectionate  regard  ;  to-- 
preserve  whom,  ii'  adversity  come  upon  him  he; 
will  sell  his  home,  and  seek  a  more  propitious  for-  t 
tune  in  the  wilderness.     Will  any  man  call  such  . 
a  removal   carrying  on  commerce?     But,  agam^i 
what  was  the  end  in  view  in  giving  this  power  to 
Congress  ?     To  ascertain  this,  let  us  recur  to  the  ! 
state  of  this  country  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  . 
Constitution.     The   States,  having  absolute  au- 
thority over  this  subject,  had  adopted  various  and  . 
vexatious  regulations  upon  the  commerce  between  .- 
each  other ;  they  were  as  foreigners,  each  availing 
itself  of  its  peculiar  situation,  at  the  expense  of  the- 
other  States.  Those  lying  on  the  Atlantic  made  the  i 
interior  tributary  to  them ;  and,  as  in  all  unwisely-  < 
organ i:£ed  confederacies,  this  policy  was  ffeneratmg  : 
heart-burnings,  so  unfavorable  to  union.   To  pre  vent: 
this,  to  the  parent  government  was  given  the  power  ! 
of  regulatmg  this  commerce — the  whole  amount  l. 
and  object  of  which  was,  to  guaranty  an  unr»-g 
strained  intercourse  between  the  States;   not  to  • 
shackle  or  embarrass  it ;  still  letw  to  apply  it  to  the  : 
ordinary  intercourse  between  conternunous  States,  ^ 
in  the  endless  transactions  occurring  between  thair  ■ 
citizefis.     To  relieve  myself  from  a  further  c<MV> 
ment  on  this  part  of  the  discussion,  permit  me  to  i 
refer  the  Senate  to  the  11th  No.  of  the  Federalist.  < 
I  will  subjoin  one  other  remark ;  if  Congress  were  . 
justifiable  in  attempting  to  legislate  on  the  subjeeW* .' 
I  mean  the  commerce  between  the  States — it  can 
be  done  only  by  a  general  law  ;  for  the  5th  clause 
of  the  9th  section  of  the  1st  article  expressly  iiir 
bibit»  Congress  from  a  partial  legislation  ;  and,  by  • 
a  recurrence  to  this  clause,  which  should  be  united 
with  that  giving  the  power  to  Congress  to  regulate 
the  commerce  between  the  States,  it  will  be  seen  . 
to  what  object  this  power  was  intended  to  relate; 
by  it,  the  plain  intent  of  the  parties  is  so  manifestljr  > 
proclaimed,  that  I  cannot  see  how  it  can  be  mia-^. 
understood  by  one  honestly  inquiring  after  its  joit, 
meaning.  . 

But  it  is  contended  by  some,  that  this  power  is  to 
be  found  in  the  third  section  of  the  second  clause  ' 
of  the  fourth  article.     The  answer  to  thb  is,  that 
this  clause  relates  to  Territories,  and  not  to  States. 
As  there  is  a  bill  depending  belbre  us  directly  inr 
yolvmg  your  power  to  legidate  on  the  Territories, 
it  is  unnecessary  to  discuss  this  question  now.     It 
is  sufficient  to  say  that  it  is  doubted  whether  yoo  > 
have  the  power,  even  in  reference  to  Territories}  . 
but  It  is  palpable  you  can  have  none,  under  thi^. 
clause,  as  it  regards  States. 

We  now  come  to  consider  the  last  clause  in  the 
Constitution   in  which  it  is  contended  that  this  ' 
power  has  been  granted,  viz:    the  first  clause  of 
the  third  section  of  the  fourth  article.     This  is  the 
only  clause  which,  in    my  estimation,   has  any  :> 
thini^  to  do  with  the  subject.     New  States  may  be  ' 
admitted,  dec.     This  is  a  mere  extension  of  the 
eleventh  article  of  the  Confederation,  which  WB«  t 
lumted  to  the  admission  of  Canada,  and  other  colo>  ' 


nks;  meaning,  no  doubt,  other  Britirii  c<Aome». 
To  Canada  the  most  perfect  equality  was  guaran- 
tied, by  this  clause,  with  the  original  members  of 
the  Confederacy.  The  words  "  new  States''  most 
have  been  intended  to  convey  a  specific  idea.  The 
words  are  used  by  pertions  who  distinctly  under- 
stood their  import ;  for  they  were  the  direct  repre- 
sentatives of  States  whose  attributes  of  sovereignty 
had  been  secured,  in  the  second  article  of  the  Con- 
federation, by  an  express  declaration,  that  all  power 
was  retained  which  had  not  been  expressly  given 
to  the  Greneral  Government.  And,  in  addition, 
tbe  practice  of  twelve  years  has  left  no  doubt  as 
to  the  power  which  had  been  retained  and  exer- 
cised by  the  States.  When,  then,  they  gave  to 
CongresH  the  power  of  admitting  new  States  into 
this  Union,  it  must  he  understood  that,  with  the 
exeeption  of  the  power  then  transferred  to  the  Gen- 
eva! Government,  or  expressly  withheld  by  the 
Constitution,  alt  other  power  belonged  to  the  States, 
and  the  moment  that  a  new  State  is  admitted  into 
the  Union  it  is  placed  upon  the  most  perfect  equal- 
ity with  the  other  States,  as  well  to  its  rights  as 
its  obli^tioDS.  But  it  is,  that  "  new  States  may 
be  admitted  into  this  Union."  My  friend  from 
Maryland  has,  in  a  masterly  argument,  shown  that 
it  is  this  Union  into  whicn  they  are  to  be  admit- 
ted, and  no  other ;  which  would  not  ensae  if  to 
one  State  rights  were  given  which  were  withheld 
flrom  another ;  for  tlie  terms  of  the  Union,  in  that 
ease,  being  different,  the  Uaion  could  not  be  the 
same;  and,  therefore,  they  would  not  be  admitted 
into  this  Union.  It  would  be  worse  than  useless  for 
me  to  add  any  thing  to  what  he  has  said.  What, 
then,  is  your  power  ?  Simply  whether  you  will 
admit  or  refuse.  This  is  the  limit  of  your  power — 
and  even  this  power  is  subject  to  control.  When- 
eTer  a  territory  is  sufficiently  large,  and  its  popu- 
lation sufficiently  numerous,  your  discretion  ceases, 
and  the  obligation  becomes  imperious,  that  you 
forthwith  admit.  For  I  hold  that,  according  to 
the  spjnt  of  the  Conatitutioo,  the  people  thus  cir- 
euoisttfnced  are  entitled  to  tbe  privilege  of  self- 
government. 

Have  we  not  a  right  to  contend,  that,  if  the 
Conrention  had  intended  to  give  to  Congress  the 
pewvr  of  admitting  on  conditions,  it  would  hare 
said  so?  The  Constitution  has  not  authorized 
the  exercise  of  such  a  power  directly,  and  there  is 
nothing  to  justify  tbe  exercise  of  such  a  power  by 
iBM[>lieation,  if  implieation  were  allowable. 

If,  then,  it  be  true,  that  your  discretion,  even 
•■  to  admission,  is  limited,  as  I  have  endeavored 
lo  skow.  and  in  the  present  case  all  the  constitu- 
ent qualifications  exist  on  the  part  of  the  people 
of  Missouri  for  self-government,  yuu  are  bound  to 
say  that  she  shall  be  admitted  as  a  State  into  this 
Union.  If  she  be  admitted  as  a  State,  all  the  attri- 
kates  of  the  old  States  instantly  devolve  on  her, 
aad  the  most  prominent  of  those  attributes  is  the 
h^ht  to  fashion  her  government  according  to  the 
will  and  pleasure  of  the  good  people  of  that  State ; 
whereas  your  restriction  deprives  her  of  that  privi- 
lege forever ;  and  your  restriction  applies  to  a  spe- 
cies of  property  that  most  peculiarly  belongs  to 
the  jurudiction  of  the  Sute  fovemment.  For, 
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can  it  be  believed  that  the  Stales  holding  slasrcs 
could  ever  hare  intended  to  impart  to  non-slare- 
holding  States  an  authority  over  a  property  ia 
which  they  had  no  common  interest ;  a  property, 
in  relation  to  which,  so  far  from  the  necessity  of 
surrendering  the  power  to  control  it  to  the  Gen- 
eral (xovemment.  self-preservation  required  that  it 
should  be  left  exclusively  to  the  State  governments.: 

To  all  this  it  is  replied,  that  the  uniform  course 
of  the  Government,  since  the  ordinance  of  1787, 
amounts  to  a  precedent  not  now  to  be  canvassed. 

In  cases  of  doubt,  it  is  readily  admitted  that  de- 
cisions, after  mature  deliberation,  upon  full  dis- 
cussion of  distinguished  men,  are  entitled  to  great 
weight  in  analogous  cases.  Now,  sir,  how  far 
will  the  proceedings  of  Congress,  under  the  ordi- 
nance, operate  as  a  precedent  1  The  ordinance 
itself  was  founded  in  usurpation.  No  such  power 
had  been  granted  Congress  by  the  Confederation. 
Lest  I  should  be  charged  with  an  a.ssumption  my*> 
self,  1  will  call  to  my  aid  the  work  so  frequent^ 
refnred  to — the  Federalist.  In  page  235,  this  uIe 
expressly  admitted.  It  is  there  stated  that  it  was 
an  assumption  on  the  part  of  Congress.  1  haw 
seen  it  stated,  indeed,  in  a  pampmet  or  speech, 
(for  I  know  not  what  to  call  it,)  that  Congress 
iiad  the  power,  as  incident  to  their  character. 
Mark  the  facility  with  which  every  usurpation  of 
power  is  justified  I  What  is  not  expressly  given, 
may  be  implied;  or,  if  there  be  nothing  to  justify 
implication,  it  may  be  incidental;  and,  il  it  be 
neither  the  one  nor  the  othCT,  the  next  step  is,  that 
it  ought  to  have  been  given;  and  thus,  by  some 
means,  every  power  which  it  is  desirable  to  exer- 
cise, will  be,  or  may  be,  claimed.  But,  rejecting^ 
these  claims  as  entirely  untenable,  I  assert,  the 
ordinance  itself  was  an  assumption  of  power.  It 
is  admitted  that  it  has  been  acquiesced  in,  and  all 
its  provisions  have  been  carried  into  efiect.  It  is 
not  now  to  be  disturbed.  But  it  still  is  nothing  as 
a  precedent ;  becauHe  it  attached  to  a  wilderness, 
and  not  to  men.  Those  who  subsequently  setded 
this  country  adopted  it  from  choice.  Their  senti- 
ments and  habits  were  fashioned  by  the  principles 
of  the  ordinance,  and,  when  admitted  into  the 
Union^  instead  ot  the  ri^ht  of  Congress  to  impose 
a  restriction  on  them  bcmg  denied,  and  discussed, 
and  seriously  decided,  I  am  warranted  in  seyiaf 
that  the  question  was  never  stirred.  Why  inquire 
into  a  condition  that  was  perfectly  oseless,  the 

g'ople  themselves  not  wishing  to  hold  slaves? 
ut  this  I  assert,  that  the  people  of  the  States,  em- 
braced by  this  ordinance,  when  in  convention, 
considered  themselves  unrestrained,  and  considered 
the  question  with  an  exclusive  eye  to  its  expe- 
diency. 

The  course,  therefore,  pursued  by  the  Govern- 
ment, under  this  ordinance,  is  not  entitled  to  the 
least  weight  as  a  precedent ;  but,  if  it  were,  I  beg 
leave  to  present  various  precedents  of  a  directly 
different  character.  The  States  of  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Alabama, 
have  all  been  admitted  without  restriction.  To 
what,  then,  does  the  history  of  our  proceedings 
amount?  That,  in  every  instance,  other  than 
those  Donnected  with  the  ordinance,  Congress  has 
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admitted  without  restriction.  Congresa  has  neret 
before  dared  to  apply  it  to  a  portion  of  country 
where  slaves  were;  in  effect,  where  it  was  to 
amount  to  a  restriction.  It  is,  however,  ur^ed 
that  conditions  were  imposed  on  Louisiana.  The 
princi{>al  part  of  these  were  merely  in  conformity 


bhince?  CoDgreu  has  the  right  to  refuse  to  in- 
corporate a  bank;  if,  however,  it  dbpenses  this 
privilege,  it  may  impose  what  terms  it  pleases.  If 
tbey  be  acceptable  or  otherwise  none  can  complain. 
I^t  Congress  is  bound  by  the  Constitution,  in  this 
case,  to  admit  Missouri  into  the  Union ;  if  it  refuse. 


to  the  great  principles  of  freedom;  were  incorpo-  ]  it  will  do  an  immeasurable  mjury  to  the  people  of 
rated  in  the  law  in  reference  to  the  peculiar  peo-  Missouri,  because  it  deprives  them  of  the  great  pnv- 
pie  whom  we  were  about  to  introduce  into  the;  ilege  of  self-government.   If  you  impose  conditions 


Union — people  who  had  before  lived  under  a  dif- 
ferent form  of  government,  and  who  were  sup- 
posed not  sufl6ciently  versed  in  the  principles  of 
our  Government ;  and  were  justifiable  only,  if  at 
all,  under  the  power  of  Congress  to  guaranty  to 
each  member  of  the  Confederacy  a  Republican 
form  of  Government.  I  doubt,  however,  the  power 
of  Congress  to  impose  them  at  all ;  but  sure  I  am 
that  they  had  no  power  to  restrict  them  as  to  the 
language  which  they  should  employ  in  promulga- 
ting their  laws.  The  best  criterion  to  test  the 
right  of  Congress  to  impose  this  restriction  is,  to 
inquire  by  what  means  will  they  enforce  obedi- 
ence, were  Louisiana  to  refuse  a  compliance.  For, 
to  every  legitimate  power,  you  have  the  corres 


as  a  sine  qua  non  to  her  admiiision,  however  severe 
these  conditions  may  be,  she  may  possibly,  to  ob- 
tain possession  of  the  inestimable  blessings  of  self- 
government,  accede  to  them ;  but  her  consent  is 
obtained  by  a  species  of  force.  Justice  claims  of 
power  its  rights — power  grants  a  part  only,  and 
requires,  before  that  part  be  given,  a  relmquish- 
ment  of  the  remainder.  Is  this  no  condition,  al- 
though justice,  despairing  of  the  whole,  should 
acquiesce  in  the  terms  presented  by  power?  It  is 
unnecessary  to  add  any  thing  to  a  proposition  so 
palpable.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  say» 
this  is  no  restriction,  but  a  blessing.  Let  the  peo- 
ple of  Missouri  decide  for  themselvei.  We  do  no< 
ask  that  Missouri  shall  admit  slavery.     All  that 


ponding  one  of  enforcement.  Where  the  latter  is  i  we  require  is,  that  she  may  decide  for  hersell.  If 
wanting,  the  former  does  not  exist.  This,  I  think,  {  it  be,  as  gentlemen  assert,  a  blessing,  what  have 
may  be  assumed  as  an  axiom  in  our  Government. '  you  to  fear  from  the  good  sense  of  the  people  of 
The  exercise,  therefore,  of  this  power  was  without  I  Missouri  ?  You  have  pronounced  them  capable  of 
right,  and  serves  no  other  purpose  than  to  show  I  self-government  in  all  the  important  concerns  of 
the  facility  with  which  all  governments  advance  life,  except  in  this  particular ;  why  not  tnist  to  her 
in  the  acquisition  of  power.  They  well  may  be  discretion  in  this?  Send  out  your  go-carts  of 
likened  to  a  screw :  they  never  retrograde ;  every  !  pamphlets,  the  substances  of  speeches  made  m  the 
acquisition  becomes  a  temptation  to  new  aggres- I  Senate;  pronounce  Ix^fore  them  your  long  jere- 
sions,  and,  not  unfrequently,  the  means  by  which  I  miads  against  slavery — long  as  a  Scotch  corona- 
they  are  realized.  There  is  one  idea  so  repeatedly  I  tion  prayer — and  can  you  doubt  the  success  of  your 
urged,  that  those  who  entertain  it  must  have  credit  {  endeavors  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  slavery 


for  their  sincerity,  and  that  is,  that  we  have  greater 
power  with  the  States  to  be  formed  out  of  ac- 
quired territory  than  in  that  originally  a  part  of 
the  United  States. 


among  them?  Why  leap  the  boundaries  of  the 
Constitution  to  force  upon  them  that  which  you 
say  is  a  bl'^ssing? 

But,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  asksi, 


By  what  course  of  argument  this  conclusion  is    shall  we  sufier  Missouri  to  come  into  the  Union 


arrived  at,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  discover.  There  is 
but  one  distinction  acknowledged  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, between  the  then  existing  States  and  those 
thereafter  to  be  admitted,  and  that  is  confined  to 
the  importation  of  slaves.  This  shows  that,  in  all 
other  respects,  they  were  to  be  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  old  States ;  for,  had  not  such  been  the  de- 
sign of  the  Convention,  as  they  discriminated  in 
the  one  case,  they  would  have  done  so  in  every 
panicular  where  it  was  intended.  In  addition,  it 
may  be  remarked,  that  in  the  third  claase  of  the 
second  section  of  the  first  article,  the  same  princi- 
ple of  representation,  as  it  regards  slaves,  was  to 
be  extended  to  ruch  States  as  noay  be  admitted; 
pointing  directly  to  the  clause,  of  course,  that  new 
States  might  be  admitted  into  the  Union. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Mel- 
lbn)  says,  that  we  impose  no  condition;  but  that 
the  people  of  Missouri,  if  ihey  accept  it,  impose  it 
on  themselves.  And  he  illustrates  his  idea  by  a 
comparison  of  this  case  with  that  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  1  regret  to  find  that  gentleman 
placing  the  great  privilege  of  the  people  to  govern 
themselves  upon  so  humble  a  footing  as  an  equal- 
ity with  a  bank  corporation.    Where  is  the  resem- 


with  this  savage  mark  un  her  countenance?  I  apr 
peal  to  that  gentleman  to  know  whether  this  be 
language  to  address  to  an  American  Senate,  com- 
posed equally  of  noembers  from  States  precisely  in 
the  condition  that  Missouri  would  be  in,  were  she 
to  tolerate  slavery.  Are  these  sentiments  calcu- 
lated to  cherish  that  harmony  and  affection  so  e»- 
sential  to  any  beneficial  results  from  our  Union? 
But,  sir,  I  will  not  imitate  this  course,  and  I^wiU 
strive  to  repress  the  feeling  which  such  remarks 
are  calculated  to  awaken. 

Permit  me  here  to  notice  an  observation  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, (Mr.  Otib,) 
who,  in  this  instance,  departed  from  his  usual  ur- 
banity. Were  be  to  visit  Europe,  he  fears  that, 
on  his  landing,  his  country  being  known,  he  might 
be  upbraided  by  some  Spaniard,  for  example,  who 
might  tell  him  he  was  from  the  land  of  hypocrites 
— with  freedom  on  their  lips,  and  the  bloody  scourge 
brandishing  in  their  hands.  Would  the  gentleman 
be  without  an  answer  ?  Might  he  not  .say,  how 
dare  you  thus  defame,  you  slave  ?  Do  you  not  bow 
the  knee  before  the  bloody  sceptre  of  cruelty  and  su- 
perstition? Is  not  the  emblem  of  your  power  the 
wheel  of  the  Inquisition  ?  Are  you  not  the  first  peo- 
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pie  to  have  commenced  the  barbarous  traffic  in 
slaves  i  Are  you  not  the  last  to  surrender  it  ?  Have 
you  not  received  a  price  to  abandon  it,  and  do  you 
not  at  this  time  add  cruelty  to  perfidy,  by  pursuing 
it  to  the  utmost  extent  of  which  you  are  capable! 
Should  the  gentleman  extend  his  tour  to  England, 
and  there  meet  with  the  same  accusation — feeling 
as  he  ought,  and  speaking  as  he  felt — would  he  not 
indignantly  denounce  the  insolence  of  the  slander- 
er, by  telling  him  to  take  the  beam  from  his  own 
eye  before  he  attempted  to  remove  the  mote  from 
his  neighbor's.  Might  he  not  ask,  to  whom  are  we 
indebt^  for  slavery  at  all — is  it  not  to  England  ? 
Have  you  not  been  engaged  for  centuries  in  this 
horrible  traffic,  and  against  the  remonstrance  of 
the  people  whom  you  now  abuse?  Did  not  Vir- 
ginia, of  all  the  civilized  world,  first  lift  up  bar 
voice  against  this  trade?  But  she  lifted  it  in  vain. 
Gain  was  your  object;  you  weighed  that  against 
the  peace  and  happiness  of  both  hemispheres,  and 
accepted  it  as  an  equivalent.  Nor  was  it  yielding 
to  a  momentary  impulse  of  cupidity  or  ignorance 
of  its  moral  consequences.  But  you  pursued  it  for 
centuries;  and,  although  you  were  warned  by  the 
glowing  eloquence  of  your  Wilberforce  and  your 
Clarkaon,  who  thundered  in  your  ears  the  sighs 
and  lamentations  of  the  sufl'enng  victims  of  your 
Wickedness,  and  spoke,  like  angels  trumpet-tongued, 
the  deep  damnation  of  your  crimes,  you  turned  a 
deaf  ear,  deaf  as  an  adder,  and  found  your  indem- 
nity for  all  this  in  dollars  and  cents.  'Tis  but  yes- 
terday you  ceased;  and  to-day  you  assume  the 
moral  chair,  and  pronounce  homilies  against  the 
unavoidable  effects  of  your  crimes.  For,  what 
have  the  American  people  not  done?  Have  they 
not,  whenever  any  regard  for  their  own  peace 
would  permit,  emancipated  the  slave  i  And  where 
that  was  impracticable,  have  not  the  masters,  by 
their  kindness  and  affection,  deprived  slavery  itself 
of  its  horrors?  Cease,  then,  your  defamation. 
Turn  your  eye  to  every  region  of  the  earth  where 
you  bear  sway,  and,  when  you  shall  have  relieved 
the  wretched  and  oppressed,  then,  and  not  till  then, 
presume  to  preach  reformation  to  others.  With 
such  materisus  as  these,  delineated  by  his  masterly 
hand,  the  blush  he  dreaded  on  his  own  account 
might  be  transferred  to  the  accuser. 

But  both  the  gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania  and 
New  Hanipshire  have  called  to  their  aid  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence,  and  the  sacred  principles 
it  consecrates.  What  has  that  to  do  with  this 
question  ?  Who  were  the  parties — the  slaves  ?  No. 
Did  slavery  not  exist  in  every  State  of  the  Union 
at  the  moment  of  its  promulgation?  Did  it  enter 
into  any  human  mind  that  it  had  the  least  refer- 
ence to  this  species  of  population  ?  Is  there  not  at 
the  present  moment  slaves  in  the  very  States  from 
which  we  hear  these  novel  doctrines? 

How  has  it  happened  that  these  doctrines  have 
slept  till  this  moment?  Where  were  they  at  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  in  which  slavery  is 
recognised,  and  the  property  guarantied  by  an 
express  clause  ?  And  shall  we,  the  mere  creatures 
of  that  instrument,  presume  to  question  its  author- 
ity? To  every  otker  sanction  imposed  by  our 
situation,  is  the  solemn  oath  that  we  will  support 


it.  Where  are  the  consciences  of  gentlemen  who 
hold  this  language?  But  they  assure  us  that  they 
do  not  mean  to  touch  this  property  in  the  old 
States.  What,  this  eternal,  and,  as  they  say,  im- 
mutable principle,  consecrated  by  this  famous  in* 
strument,  and  in  support  of  which  we  have  ap- 
pealed to  God,  is  to  nave  no  obligatory  force  on 
the  very  parties  who  made  it,  but  attaches  in- 
stantly you  cross  the  Mississippi !  What  kind  of 
ethics  is  this  that  is  bounded  by  latitude  and  longi- 
.  tude,  which  is  inoperative  on  the  left,  but  is  om- 
nipotent on  the  rignt  bank  of  a  river?  Such  doc- 
trines are  well  calculated  to  excite  our  solicitude ; 
for,  although  the  gentlemen,  who  now  hold  it,  are 
sincere  in  their  declarations,  and  mean  to  content 
themselves  with  a  triumph  in  this  controversy, 
what  security  have  we  that  others  will  not  Apfif 
it  to  the  South  generally  ?  This,  sir,  is  no  longer 
matter  of  speculation ;  you  have  heard  the  doctrine 
contended  for  already  not  at  cross  roads,  or  in  th« 
city  taverns,  but  in  the  legislative  hall  of  a  State. 
Wnen  it  shall  be  resorted  to  by  faction,  who  can 
pretend  to  prescribe  its  limits?  Every  page  of 
history  is  full  of  melancholy  proofs  of  the  feebler 
ness  of  that  security,  which  reposes  up>on  the  mode- 
ration of  the  ambitious  and  designing.  The  means 
are  always  made  to  yield  to  the  end.  I,  therefore, 
heard  the  doctrine  with  unmixed  regret.  I  fear  it 
is  the  beginning  of  new  counsels,  whose  disastrous 
effects  no  one  can  foresee. 

Sir,  there  is  one  view  of  this  subject  which  I 
wish  to  present  to  the  Senate ;  if  you  have  the 
pretended  power,  why  not  exercise  it  in  the  ordi- 
nary and  only  legitimate  mode,  by  making  it  the 
subject  of  legislative  enactment?  Why  seek,  by 
compact  with  Missouri,  to  bolster  your  authority? 
If  you  have  the  power,  is  her  consent  necessary  ? 
If  you  have  it  not,  can  that  consent  give  it  you? 
Woat  should  we  think  of  any  man,  when  the 
bankrupt  law  was  under  consideration,  if  he  were 
to  propose,  before  he  acted,  to  obtain  the  consent 
of  one  or  more  of  the  States  ?  And  yet  it  would  be 
as  rational  as  in  the  present  case,  supposing  you 
have  the  authority,  to  require  the  consent  of  Mis- 
souri to  give  it  effect. 

But  the  principal  feature  in  a  legislative  act  is, 
that  it  is  in  the  power  of  our  successors  to  change 
it ;  here,  on  the  contrary,  you  seek  to  make  the 
regulation  immortal.  The  Constitalion  itself  con- 
tains a  principle  of  alteration,  so  as  to  adapt  itseif 
to  the  pfogrcss  of  human  affairs,  and  yet  you  place 
a  legislative  act  beyond  all  human  power  of  change 
or  modification.  I  will  forbear  any  further  re- 
marks on  this  branch  of  the  subject,  and  proceed 
in  the  order  I  propose  J.  I  will  now  inquire  whe- 
ther, by  treaty,  we  are  not  restrained  from  restrict- 
ing Missouri?  By  the  third  clause  of  the  treaty, 
by  which  we  acquired  this  country,  the  inhabi- 
tants are  to  be  incorporated,  dtc. 

I  consider  it  not  of  moment  to  inquire,  whether 
their  admission,  according  to  the  principles  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  rmtes  to  the  ,time  pr  the 
terms  of  such  admission,  because  they  are,  when 
admitted,  to  enjoy  all  the  rights,  privil^es,  and 
immunities,  of  American  citizens,  An  attempt 
has  been  made  to  discriminate  between  Federal 
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and  State  rights  in  a  celebrated  tract  denominated 
"  The  Substance  of  Two  Speeches,"  &c.     For  my 
part  I  hare  been  utterly  unable  to  comprehend  the 
meaning  of  the  author.     Does  he  mean  to  assert 
that  there  may  be  one  or  more  citizens  entitled  to 
Federal  pririjeges  and  not  to  State  pririlcges? 
On  the  converse,  to  me  it  has  always  appeared  as 
not  admitting  of  a  question,  that  these  were  in- 
dissolably  united  in  an  American  citizen.    A  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States  must  be  a  citizen  of  some 
one  of  the  States,  and,  as  sach,  entitled  to  every 
right  or  privilege  secured  by  the  Federal  or  State 
goremment.     If  there  be  any  right  pertaining  to 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  it  is  that  of  fashion- 
ing their  Groremment  according  to  their  own  will 
and  pleasure.     This  right  was,  therefore,  secured 
by  compact  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  territory  in 
question,  and  any  attempt  to  impair  or  abridge  it, 
is  in  violation  of  that  treaty.     In  the  same  tract  it 
is  said,  slaves  are  not  property;  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Otis)  frankly  admits 
that  this  is  an  unwarrantable  assertion,  and  such 
must  be  the  award  of  all  mankind.     Did  not  both 
the  contracting  parties  recognise  slaves  as  prop- 
erty?   Were  they  not  known  to  abound  in  the 
territory  ceded,  and  constituting  the  largest  pro- 
portion of  the  property  of  the  people  ?     Is  it  con- 
sistent with  reason  to  suppose  that,  when  such 
care  was  taken  to  secure  the  people  of  the  terri- 
tory in  the  undisturbed  enjoyment  of  their  property, 
the  principal  part  was  intended  to  be  excluded  ? 
It  is  mortifying  to  have  to  contend  with  such  a 
shadow.     The  whole  territory  ceded  w»a  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union.     The  letter  of  the  treaty 
required  that  it  should  have  been  admitted  as  a 
whole.     You  thought  proper  to  divide  it ;  but  you 
sfuffered  the  Louisiana  part  to  come  in  without 
restriction  in  this  regard.     Upon  what  principle 
can  you  reconcile  with  good  faith  the  distinction 
you  now  set  up  between  Missouri  and  Louisiana? 
*     The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Otis) 
advances  the  proposition,  that,  were  this  a  con- 
qoercd  country.  Congress  might  impose  what  terras 
mey  please:  one,  instead  o?  two  Senators;  and, 
in  short,  whatever  modification  it  pleased.     As 
this  is  a  question  which  for  the  present  may  be 
said,  in  law  language,  to  be  coram  nam  judice,  and 
as  we  have  our  hands  full  without  it,  I  shall  not 
discuss  it.     I  shall  dismiss  it  by  denyin?  its  truth, 
and  declaring  that  it  is  essential,  in  all  cases,  no 
matter  by  what  method  the  territory  may  be  ac- 
quired, whenever  it  becomes  incorporated  into  the 
Union,  it  must  be,  in  the  language  of  all  our  pre- 
cedents, on  an  equal   footing  with  the  original 
States  in  all  respects  whatsoever.     It   is  a^ked, 
vho  are  the  parties  to  the  treaty,  and  who  is  there 
•o  punish  its  infraction  ?   Why  propound  this  ques- 
tion ?     The  honor  of  the  American  people  is  the 
Siaranty  of  its  faithful  execution.     Our  own  bre- 
ren  have  become  inlwested  in  its  execution,  for 
they  have  mingled  with  the  original  inhabitants; 
thev  are  entitlra  to  the  most  lib«ral  interpretation 
of  tne  treaty,  as  well  on  the  score  of  national  law 
as  the  principles  of  justice  and  a  liberal  and  en- 
lightened policy.     The  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, in  illustrating  his  views  of  the  powers  of 


Congress  on  this  subject,  has  inquired,  whether 
Congress  could  not  exclude  a  religious  sect  from 
inhabiting  the  intended  State,  the  principles  of 
whose  faith  were  unfritmdly  to  population ;  an 
example  of  which  he  furnished  in  the  Shakinj^ 
Quakers?  Whatever  else  may  be  said  of  thia 
view,  it  will  at  lea.st  be  entitled  to  the  credit  of 
candor.  It,  without  disguise,  displays  the  unde- 
finable  and  unconstitutional  power  now  asserted ; 
it  assumes  that  Congress  has  a  riffht  to  regulate 
their  whole  internal  polity;  for,  if  their  religion 
and  their  connexion  by  matrimony  are  just  sub- 
jects of  Congresjiional  authority,  what  subject  of 
social  regulation  would  lie  beyond  the  reach  of 
their  control  ? 

Lest  I  weary  you,  sir,  I  will  now  proceed  to  the 
last  branch  of  this  interesting  subject,  which  I  pro- 
posed to  discuss:  Is  it  expedient  or  just? 

The  first  objection  that  presents  itself  it  its  im- 
measurable injustice.     By  whom  was  the  country 
acquired  ?    By  the  common  treasure  of  every  part 
of  the  Union,  and  by  the  exclttsive  counsels  of  that 
portion  which  you  seek  to  interdict  by  your  mea- 
.sure.     Yes,  sir,  I  say  the  exclusive  coun-sels.    The 
opposition  which  was  made  to  the  treaty  by  which 
we  acquired  it,  is  too  recent  and  too  notorious  to 
reouire  proof.     Nay,  sir,  so  inveterate  is  the  oppo- 
sition, tnat  we  have  a  portion  of  its  leaven  mingled 
with  the  present  discussion.     The  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island  has  told  us  that  we  acquired  it  by 
treaty  with  a  man  who  has  become  a  private  gen- 
tleman, and  who  had  no  title  himself.     A  country 
thus  acquired,  of  boundless  extent,  is  to  be  shut 
against  us.     Were  our  opponents  not  under  the 
influence  of  an  insatiable  ambition,  they  would 
content  themselves  with  the  enjoyment  of  a  large 
and   disproportiooate  share  of   this   country,   to 
which  tney  would  exclusively  succeed,  independ- 
ently of  any  legal  regulation  on  this  subject.    This 
is  too  obvious  to  be  denied,  when  we  take  as  our 
guide  the  history  of  our  own  country,  which  far* 
nishes  indubitable  proof  that  slaves,  to  any  con- 
siderable number,  are  never  seen  beyond  a  given 
parallel  of  latitude.     When  yoa  cast  your  eye  on 
the  map  of  the  country  in  question,  it  is  palpable 
that  much  the  largest  portion  would  never  be  oc- 
cupied by  a  slave.     Why,  are  they  not  content 
with   this  great  natural  advantage  ?     Can   you 
bring  your  minds  to  believe  that  we  shall  sit  qui- 
etly under  this  act  of  iniquity,  as  insulting  as  it  ia 
injurious?     Sir,  no  portion  of  the  United  States 
has  been  more  loyal  than  the  South.     Amid  all 
the  vicissitudes  of  party  and  the  violence  of  fac- 
tion— in  peace  ana  in  war — in  good  and  in  evil 
report — we  have  respected  the  laws,  and  rallied 
around  the  Constitution  and  the  Union.     To  the 
Union  we  have  looked,  as  the  ark  of  our  salvation 
and  the  resting-place  of  our  hopes.     Is  this  your 
reward  for  our   loyalty?     Sir,  there  is  a   point 
where  submission  becomes  a  crime,  and  resistance 
a  virtue.     In  despotic  countries  even  the  despot  is 
obliged  to  keep  some  terms  with  his  subjects:  in 
free  States  you  more  readily  arrive  at  the  point 
to  which  I  allude.     Beware  now  you  touch  it,  in 
regard  to  the  South  !    Our  people  are  as  brave  as 
they  are  loyal.     Tbey  can  endure  any  thing  but 
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insult.  The  moment  you  pas^  the  Rubicon,  they 
will  redeem  their  much-abused  character;  they 
will  throw  hack  upon  you  your  insoloice  and  your 
aggression.  But  let  us  suppose  they  will  quietly 
submit  to  the  wrongs  you  inflict,  what  must  be 
their  feelings  friendly  to  imion — to  that  harmcmy 
mo  essential  to  oar  i^ommon  prosperity  ?  What  is 
the  foundation  of  our  connexion  ?  The  Federal 
compact.  He  must,  indeed,  be  profoundly  igno- 
rant of  human  nature,  if  he  suppose  the  Union  re- 
poses on  such  a  foundation.  No,  sir,  it  is  a  com- 
mon interest,  and  those  kind  and  affectionate  sen- 
timents which  the  preservation  by  a  parental 
government  of  that  interest  generates,  form  its 
prop  and  security.  Withdraw  these,  you  may  pre- 
serve the  form,  but  the  vital  part  is  gone.  To 
what  end  do  you  encounter  this  great  risk?  To 
exclude  slavery  from  Missouri  ?  That  cannot  be 
your  object.  You  have  slaves  there  already. 
These,  you  say,  you  do  not  mean  to  touch.  The 
principle,  then,  is  given  up ;  the  stock  tbey  have 
already  there  will  multiply  and  fill  the  land. 

But  we  are  gravely  told,  and  upon  it  all  the 
changes  have  beien  rung  to  excite  the  prejudices  of 
the  non-slaveholding  Sutes,  that  the  political  in- 
fluence resulting  from  the  slaves  which  will  he 
carried  to  this  country,  is  the  principal  ground  of 
objection  to  Missouri's  coming  in  without  restric- 
tion. You  reduce,  say  they,  the  white  man  to  an 
equality  with  the  slave.  W^t  sophistry  is  this! 
Will  not  the  slave  have  the  same  influence  ip 
Qaorgia  or  Virginia  as  in  Missouri  7  His  removal 
to  the  latter  State  is  in  no  way  to  increase  it.  But 
they  will,  we  are  told,  multiply  faster  in  Missouri 
than  in  the  old  States.  Mark  the  dilemma  in 
which  gentlemen  are  placed ;  at  one  time  they 
weep  ov«r  the  condition  of  the  slave  ;  their  tender 
souls  are  overflowing  with  kindness  and  compas- 
sion to  their  sufierings.  To  ameliorate  their  con- 
dition is  their  professed  object.  What  course  do 
they  pursue  to  accomplish  it  ?  To  pen  them  up, 
as  my  honorable  friend  frcan  North  Carolina  has 
justly  remarked,  and  cut  them  ofl*  from  those  ben- 
efits which  await  them  in  a  new  and  fertile  coun- 
try, the  enjoyment  of  which  produces  that  increase 
ihiey  so  much  afiect  to  dread.  Let  us  hear  no 
more  of  humanity — it  is  profaning  the  term.  Their 
object  is  power.  They  assume  the  mask  of  hu- 
manity for  the  purpose  of  seducing  tender  con- 
sciences, and  they,  as  far  as  their  pwicy  can  effect 
it,  devote  the  very  beings  whose  welfare  they  pre- 
tend to  urge  as  a  rea^^n  fur  the  measure  of  which 
we  so  justly  complain.  Yes,  humanity  is  their 
motto.  The  interest,  the  peace,  the  happiness  of 
the  whites,  form  with  them  the  dust  of  the  oalance ; 
their  afiections  are  alive  only  to  the  condition  of 
the  slave  They  speak  of  their  measures  with 
great  deliberation,  and  invite  us  to  be  calm.  They 
are  afar  off  while  this  new  drama  is  performing. 
Turn  out  comedy  or  tragedy,  they  are  equally  un- 
aflected.  On  the  contrary,  we  are  to  be  involved 
in  the  catastrophe.  It  is  not  left  to  us  to  stand 
aloof  as  mere  spectators.  We  shall  have  to  act  a 
part.  We  may  lose,  but  cannot  gam.  We  fur- 
nish the  stakes ;  and  they  are  nothing  less  than 
the  vital  interesU  of  our  country.     The  gentleman 


from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  One)  has  been  edifying 
in  his  suggestions  as  to  what  we  are  to  fear  from 
St  Domingo,  unless  we  adopt  his  counsels.  The 
mention  of^St.  Domingo  calls  up  a  train  of  un- 
pleasant recollections.  Its  history  is  replete  with 
mstructive  leasons  upon  this  subject.  Let  us  alone, 
and  we  have  nothing  to  fear.  It  is  your  pretended 
solicitude  for  our  welfare  that  constitutes  our  dan- 
ger. It  is  the  doctotf  and  not  the  disease,  we 
dread.  Yes,  sir,  the  pseudo  friends  of  humanity, 
in  France,  far  beyond  the  reach  of  the  effects  of 
their  own  policy,  in  the  spirit  of  fanaticism  issued 
the  celebrated  decree  that  involved  the  fate  of  that 
devoted  island.  Its  caption  was ''  liberty  and  equal- 
ity." It  no  90oner  reached  its  object  than  the 
bands  of  society  were  dissolved.  Monsters  stalked 
over  the  face. of  this  wretched  country,  and  their 
footsteps  were  every  where  traced  by  conflagra- 
tion, and  rapine,  and  murder,  and  lust,  and  all  the 
unutterable  horrors  which  the  most  ferocious  pas- 
sions, coupled  with  unbridled  power,  could  miUet. 
The  few  wretched  survivors,  who  fled  before  the 
fury  of  the  storm,  carried  to  every  part  of  Christen- 
dom their  tale  of  sufiering  and  of  woe,  which,  fay 
its  irresistible  pathos,  drew  tears  of  pity  from  every 
eye.  But,  where  or  when  has  it  been  known  that 
fanaticism  has  paused  to  reflect  cm  consequences? 
Experience,  the  lessons  of  |midence  and  of  cau- 
tion, are  presented  to  it  in  vain.  But,  sir,  let  us 
analyze  this  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, if,  indeed,  argument  it  may  be  called. 
If,  says  he,  you  extend  slavery  to  Missouri,  the 
emissaries  of  St.  Domingo  will  penetrate  this  in- 
terior region,  and  preach  the  doctrines  of  insurrec- 
tion. Indeed !  If,  then,  according  to  the  logic  of 
this  gentleman,  the  slaves  be  retained  in  the  Atlan- 
tic States,  to  which  the  access  is  the  most  easy, 
and  swell  to  a  disproportionate  number,  we  have 
nothing  to  apprehend  ;  but,  if  removed  to  the  in- 
terior, and  so  difi'used  as  to  be  entirely  outnumbered 
by  the  white  population,  thai,  and  not  till  then, 
axe  we  in  danger.  Can  any  thing  be  necessary 
to  refute  a  [Ht)position,  when  to  state  it  is  to  de- 
stroy it  ? 

But  gentlemen  defend  the  course  they  pursue,  on 
the  ground  of  charity  and  benevolence  to  this  un- 
fortunate species  of  population.  Charity,  sir,  in 
its  just  sense,  is  one  of  tne  first  of  virtues ;  it  bears 
upon  its  face  the  impress  of  its  celestial  birth  ;  it 
DTompts  the  man,  at  the  expense  of  his  own  eom- 
forts,  to  give  food  to  the  hungry  and  clothing  to 
the  naked.  If  hb  scanty  means  deny  him  this 
privilege,  he  acts  the  good  Samaritan — pours  balm 
m  the  wound,  and  binds  up  the  broken  heart  His 
reward  is  ample  here  and  hereafter.  Here,  in  the 
uplifted  and  thankful  eye  of  wretchedness  re- 
lieved ;  there,  it  is  a  ministering  angel  at  the  throne 
of  eternal  justice.  But  that  charity  which  seeks 
to  gratify  itself  at  the  expense  of  another ;  which 
subjects  the  actor  to  no  sacrifice,  to  no  danger,  is 
mere  hypocrisy — it  is  the  reluctant  homage  which 
vice  pays  to  virtue.  In  which  predicament  my 
opponenU  stand !  It  is  my  property  they  see^  to 
uke ;  it  is  my  peace,  my  safety,  my  happiness,  that 
are  put  to  hazard.  I  exempt  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Oria)  from  any  part  of  tfaeK 
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aUittioBsr :  he  has  frankly  told  as  that  he  is  actuated 
by  no  benevolent  consideration  ;  he  justifies  his 
course  on  the  score  of  policy. 

We  are  continually  reproached  with  having  on 
OUT  side  every  advantage  from  the  Union  ;  that 
we  have  contrived  to  gain  an  unjust  portion  of 
power  through  our  slaves,  and  have  given  in  return 
no  equivalent.  Let  us  analyze  this  charge,  and 
test  its  justness.  According  to  the  principles  of 
those  who  hold  all  men  equal,  it  is  we  who  have 
Hiiade  the  sacrifice,  rather  than:  gained  an  advan- 
tage, in  the  ratio  of  representation,  as  it  r^ards 
our  slaves.  In  submitting  to  the  deduction  of  two- 
fifths  of  this  species  of  population,  we  have  sur- 
rendered precisely  that  proportion  of  our  just  claims. 
Independent  sovereignties,  entering  into  Federal 
association,  agree  that  their  vmce  in  Union 
shall  depend  x>n  their  relative  numbers.  What 
right  has  one  of  the  parties  to  inquire  into  the  con- 
dition of  any  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  another  ? 
That  is  an  affair  exclusively  belonging  to  the  con- 
tracting sovereign.  In  the  spirit  of  compromise, 
however,  the  sacrifice  was  submitted  to.  Gentle- 
men say  they  do  not  mean  to  disturb  it.  Why 
harp  continually  upon  it  1  Is  it  to  instil  incurable 
hostilities  into  the  body  politic ;  to  array  one 
portion  of  the  United  States  against  another  ?  The 
parties  heretofore  existing  in  the  United  States,  for- 
midaUe  as  they  were,  especially  at  one  time,  lost 
all  capacity  for  raischiet  by  being  broken  up  in 
fragments.  Each  State,  each  neighborhood,  was 
more  or  less  divided ;  and  thereby  the  force  and 
effect  of  their  violence  was  rendered  comparatively 
harmless.  Such  will  not  be  the  case  when  you 
divide  by  latitudes.  In  their  collisions,  the  Union 
will  shake  to  its  foundations.  The  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey,  on  another  subject,  expressed  a 
partiality  for  parties  ;  their  existence  he  supposes 
essential  to  the  health  of  the  political  body.  Being 
myself  fond  of  calm,  I  am  willing  to  dispense  with 
them  altogether.  His  views  might  possibly  be 
correct,  could  you  regulate  its  extent  as  does  the 
doctor  his  means  by  drachms  and  scruples.  But 
I  fear,  sir,  if  I  am  not  greatly  deceived  by  the  signs 
of  the  times,  that  this  gentleman  will  have  to  ac- 
knowledge, by  melancholy  experience,  that  his 
ronedy  has  of  itself  become  a  dreadful  disease. 
But,  sir,  I  have  wandered  from  the  point,  which 
is — that  we  have  an  advantage  for  which  we  have 
grren  no  equivalent.  No.  Take  it  for  granted, 
however,  that  it  is  a  favor,  (our  igitio  of  represen- 
tation,) and  not  a  sacrifice.  Do  we  not  pay  in 
solid  bullion  for  it?  Is  not  taxation  directly  in 
proportion  to  our  representation  ?  But  is  this  all  ?  , 
What  have  we  not  done  for  the  navigating  interest, 
and  for  the  manufactures  of  our  Eastern  brethr«i  ? 
Three  years  past,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  latter, 
did  we  not  unanimously  pass  a  law,  in  conformity 
to  their  wishes,  which  interdicted  the  intercourte 
between  this  country  and  the  British  West  India 
islands  in  British  ships,  with  a  view  to  the  encour- 
agement of  the  shipping  interest  of  the  East? 
Have  we  not  also  passed  a  navigation  act,  at  their 
instance ;  and,  in  short,  have  we  not  done  what- 
ever we  have  been  rec^uested  to  do  which  could 
lead  to  their  advantage  in  this  regard  ?     Had  the 


South  been  influenced  only  bv  the  sordid  cotiside- 
ration  of  their  own  interest,  tney  would  have  been 
content  to  employ  the  cheapest  carriers,  whether 
alien  or  domestic.  They  were  influenced  by  a 
more  magnanimous  nolicy.  We  held  our  brothers 
of  the  East  as  ourselves,  and,  in  promoting  their 

f)articular  interest,  at  our  immediate  sacrifice,  we 
ooked  at  the  subject  in  a  national  point  of  view 
only.  And,  although  a  continual  clamor  has  been 
kept  up  against  us  up4)n  th^  subject  of  manufac- 
tures, yet  me  laws  which  have  been  passed  for  their 
encouragement  indicate  the  very  liberal  feelings  of 
the  South  upon  this  subject,  not  to  say  any  extrav- 
agant partiality.  In  the  opposition  which  has 
taken  place  to  the  unreasonaole  demands  (or.  at 
least,  so  esteemed  by  many)  made  by  the  manufac- 
turing interest,  no  hostility  to  the  North  or  East 
mingles  therewith  ;  it  results  from  a  conviction 
that  a  system,  which  can  be  sustained  only  by  tax- 
ing extravagantly  the  productive  labor  of  the 
country,  cannot  be  founded  in  a  proper  regard  to 
the  suggestions  of  true  political  economy. 

We  are  asked,  why  has  Virgioia  changed  her 
policy  relative  to  slavery  7  That  the  sentiments 
of  our  most  distinguished  men  thirty  years  past 
entirely  corresponded  with  the  course  which  the 
friends  of  restriction  now  advocate ;  that  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson has  delineated  a  gloomy  picture  of  the  bane- 
ful effects  of  slavery  ;*  and  that  the  Virginia  dele- 
gation, one  of  whom  was  the  late  President  of  the 
United  States,  voted  for  the  restriction  on  the 
Northwestern  Territory.  When  it  is  recolleeted 
that  the  Notes  of  Mr.  Jefferson  were  written  during 
the  progress  of  the  Revolution,  the  mind  operated 
upon  by  itsincidents,  as  novel  a-4  stupendous,  it  is 
no  matter  of  sQrprise  that  the  writer,  who  was 
performing, so  distinguished  a  part,  should  have 
imbibed  a  large  portion  of  that  enthusiasm  which 
such  an  occasion  wa"?  so  well  calculated  to 
produce. 

With  the  eye  of  benevolence,  surveying  the 
condition  of  mankind,  and  a  holy  zeal  for  the 
amelioration  o(  their  condition,  he  gave  vent  to 
his  feelings  in  the  effusion  to  wnich  our  attention 
has  been  called.  It  is  palpable  these  are  the  illu- 
sions of  fancv.  Sad  reality  ha.5  since  taught  hhm, 
as  his  example  shows,  that  the  evil  over  which  he 
wept  is  incurable  by  human  means.  By  which 
will  you  be  influenced,  the  undisciplined  effusions 
of  a  benevolent  heart,  or  the  sober  suggestions  of 
cool  deliberations,  and  ripened  judgment  ?  As  to 
the  consent  of  the  Virginia  delegation  to  the  re- 
striction in  question,  whether  the  result  of  a  dispo- 
sition to  restrain  the  slave  trade  indirectly,  or  the 
influenceof  thatenthusia.sm  to  which  I  have  just  al- 
luded ;  or,  as  is  said  by  some,  a  political  mea.sure  to 
counteract  certain  scnemes  then  going  on,  whose 
object  was,  according  to  the  rumor  ot  the  day,  a 
severance  of  the  Union,  it  is  now  not  important  to 
decide.  We  have  witnessed  its  effipcts.  Wha^ 
might  have  been  speculation  hpfore,  is  now  matter 
of  experience.  Tne  liberality  of  Virginia,  or  m 
the  result  may  prove,  her  .folly,  which  submitted 

•  Mr.  King,  in  a  rpeech  aubteqaentlj  delivered^ 
•tsted  that  Mr.  JeflTerton  fin t  logfested  the  restriction. 
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to,  or,  if  you  will,  proposed   this  measure,  has 

-  eventuated  in  effects  which  speak  a  monitory  les- 
son. How  is  the  representation  from  this  quarter 
on  the  present  question  ?     Virginia  is  constrained 

'  to  cry  out,  And  you,  too,  my  children  !  I  appeal 
to  the  Senators  from  that  quarter — to  their  filial 
affection,  and  conjure  them,  by  the  kindness  we 
have  shown  them,  to  arrest  the  unfeeling  injustice 
meditated  against  us.  Did  we  not  give  you  the 
land  which  now  constitutes  your  home,  and  which 
you  liken,  in  your  own  language,  to  a  Paradise  ? 
Did  we  not  protect  you  rn  your  infancy  ?  Did  we 
not  arrest  the  policy  of  the  East,  which  sought  to 
fetter  your  mighty  river,  for  no  matter  what  pur- 
pose, whether  disunion  or  to  repress  your  growth  ? 
Did  we  not  place  you  by  our  side  in  this  and  the 
other  hall,  and  impart  to  you  the  high  privileges 
of  self-government  ?  You  have  now  become  pow- 
erful :  will  you,  in  the  first  moment  we  have  ever 
solicited  your  aid,  abandon  us  and  go  over  to  the 
enemy  ?  Will  you  surrender  yourselves  to  the 
seductive  influenceof  an  envious  step-mother,  who 
sought  to  strangle  you  in  your  infancy?  Dare 
you  lift  your  parricidal  hands  against  your  natural 
parent  1     In   the  face  of  the  most   unpromising 

'  symptoms,  I  will  continue  to  hope  better  things. 
We  have  heard  much  of  the  moral  and  political 

'  effects  of  slavery.  Instead  of  the  picture  furnished 
by  theorists  and  enthusiasts  on  this  subject,  let  us 
consult  the  testimony  of  history  from  the  first  to 
the  present  age.  In  the  master  States-of  antiquity, 
Greece  and  Rome,  it  existed  in  its  worst  form. 
And  y''t,  such  was  the  march  of  the  human  mind, 
in  these  distinguished  Republics,  in  all  that  was 
ennobling  in  morals  and  science,  that  it  continued 
to  shine  through  the  long  eclipse  of  interposing 

■  darkness.     And  in  the  modern  world  the  lamps  of 
•  science  and  of  liberty  were  lighted  up  from  its  yet 

unexpired  embers.  I  will  not  pretend  to  retouch 
the  picture  delineated  by  the  masterly  hand  of  my 
distinguished  friend  from  Maryland.  His  glowing 
and  sublime  eloquence,  the  exclusive  companion 
of  superior  genius,  lifted  the  curtain  which  sepa- 
'  rates  us  from  past  ages,  and  caused  to  pass  in  re- 
view the  heroes  of  Marathon,  Salamis,  and  Ther- 

■  mopylae — splendid  achievements,  that  lose  nothing 
'  in  comparison  with  all  that  has  since  intervened. 

If  you  descend  to  modern  times,  the  result  of  ex- 
perience in  our  own  country  is  no  less  opposed  to 
the  suggestions  of  theory.  I  will  not  enter  into 
the  invidious  task  of  contrasting  the  South  with 
the  North.  How  disastrous  mu'st  be  that  question 
whose  discussion  permits  a  member  of  this  body, 
in  recounting  the  splendid  monuments  of  Ameri- 
can skill  and  bravery,  to  content  himself  with 
naming  Bunker's  Hill,  Bennington,  and  Saratoga ! 

-  Could  not  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire 
permit  his  national  feelings  to  survive  so  long  as 
to  have  recounted  the  Cowpens,  King's  Mountain, 
Guilford,  Eutaw,  York,  and.  finally,  the  victory 
of  New  Orleans,  whose  memory  will  live  co-ex- 
tensively  with  the  flood  on  whose  margin  it  was 
achieved  ?  Why  this  invidious  distinction  ?  Does 
the  honorable  gentleman  imagine  I  take  less  inte- 
rwt  in  indulging  my  pleasing  recollection  of  the 
prowess  of  my  country  in  the  first  than  in  the  last  ? 


No,  they  were  my  countrymen ;  the  fame  thejf 
acquired  was  a  common  stock ;  my  portion  of  mt- 
inheritage  I  will  not  surrender. 

Let  it  not,  however,  be  supposed,  that  io  the 
abstract  I  am  advocating  slavery  ?  Like  all  other 
human  things,  it  is  mixed  with  good  and  evil— 
the  latter,  no  doubt,  preponderating. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  MbI/- 
len)  tells  us,  he  is  legislatiug  for  after  ages.  His 
view  disdains  the  limited  horizon  of  the  presentr 
Poor  arrogant  man,  not  content  to  act  well  his 
part  in  the  little  span  assigned  him  by  his  Creator, 
be  builds  his  mole-hill,  and  challenges  immortality 
for  his  labors !  A  few  revolving  years,  they  are 
erased  with  the  same  facility  as  are  the  characters 
by  the  flood,  on  whose  sandy  margin  they  have 
been  in.scribed.  Tell  me  at  what  pure  fountain  of 
knowledge  have  you  drunk  in  the  holy  insmration 
which  enables  you  to  penetrate  the  dart  cloud 
which  hangs  on  the  future,  and  to  adapt  your  coun- 
sels to  the  endless  vicissitudes  of  human  afiair»1>' 
Satisfy  me  on  this,  before  I  surrender  present  hap- 
piness. I  fear  you  have  commenced  this  distant 
voyage  under  the  most  unhallowed  auspices.  You 
violate  the  Constitution  ;  you  trample  under  feet 
the  plighted  faith  of  the  nation ",  you  do  an  im- 
measurable act  of  injustice  to  one  naif  of  the  na- 
tion ;  you  lay  the  foundation  of  incurable  hatred , 
and  all  this  for  consequences  which  none  can  see, 
but  that  Providence,  in  whose  hands  is  the  destiny 
of  nations.  Sir,  reflections  of  this  kind  call  up  a 
fearful  subject  of  contemplation.  Your  Govern- 
ment, upon  its  present  scale,  is  as  yet  but  an  ex- 
periment. While  the  people  are  virtuous,  it  may 
equal  all  our  fond  hopes  and  anticipations;  but 
when  it  shall  reach  from  ocean  to  ocean,  become 
populated  to  excess,  and  poverty  and  vice  shall 
have  shed  their  baneful  influence;  when  materials 
of  this  kind  shall  be  subjected  to  the  intrigues  of 
the  wicked  and  ambitious ;  who,  judging  even  from 
the  present  time,  is  sanguine  enough  to  hope  that 
wo  alone  are  to  be  exempt  from  the  calamities,  to 
which  man  has  been  born  heir '?  Who  can  pretend 
to  predict  that  the  present  order  of  things  will  be 
able  to  ride  out  the  storm  ?  And  if,  conlorraingto 
all  human  things,  we,  too,  shall  experience  adver- 
sity— if  this  last  hope  of  afliicted  humanity  shall, 
as  the  precursor  of  its  final  doom,  be  rent  in  twain, 
what  then  will  be  the  fruits  of  your  policy  ?  On 
this  side  the  Mississippi  a  black  population,  on  the 
other  a  white.  The  latter,  you  tell  us,  is  feeble, 
inadequate  to  its  own  defence;  we  present  only  a 
temptation  to  conquest.  Instead  of  presenting  a 
rampart,  you  have  surrendered  us,  by  your  policy, 
an  unresisting  prey  to  our  now  hostile  neighbors. 
It  may  perhaps  be  consistent  with  retributive  jus- 
tice tnat,  our  country  overrun,  you  in  turn  may 
severely  feel  the  terrible  effects  of  your  present  in- 
justice. Let  me  conjure  the  gentleman  to  return 
from  his  distant  voyage,  and  unite  with  us  m  con- 
sulting the  happiness  of  the  present  generation. 
Whether  slavery  was  ordained  by  God  himsdf  in 
a  particular  revelation  to  his  chosen  people,  or  whe- 
ther it  be  merely  permitted  as  a  part  Ofthat  moral 
evil  which  seems  to  be  the  inevitable  portion  of 
man,  are  questions  I  will  not  approach :  I  leave 
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4tkan  to  the  casuists  and  the  diyines.  It  is  suffi- 
«Knt  for  us,  as  statesmen,  to  know  that  it  has  ex- 
isted from  the  earliest  ages  of  the  world,  and  that 
4o  us  has  been  assigned  such  a  portion  as,  in  refer- 
ence to  their  numoer  and  the  various  considera- 
tions resulting  from  a  change  of  their  cunditioD, 
no  remedy,  even  plausible,  has  been  suggested, 
though  wisdom  and  benevolence  united  have  uu- 
ceasiagly  brooded  over  the  subject. 

However  dark  and  inscrutable  may  be  the  ways 
of  heaven,  who  is  he  that  arrogantly  presumes  to 
arraign  them  ?  The  same  mighty  pov.-er  that 
nUmted  the  greater  and  the  lesser  lummary  in  the 
Aeavens,  permits  on  earth  the  bondsman  and  the 
ifree.  To  that  Providence,  as  men  and  christians, 
^iet  us  bow.  If  it  be  consistent  with  his  will,  in 
the  fulness  oi'  time,  to  break  the  fetter  of  the  slave, 
he  will  raise  up  some  Moses  to  be  their  deliverer.  To 
iiim  commission  will  be  given  to  lead  them  up  out 
of  the  laad  of  bondage.  At  his  approach,  seas  will 
subside  and  mountains  disappear.  When  the  rev- 
^tion  shall  be  made,  and  the  jubilee  of  emanci- 
jpation  be  proclaimed,  philanthropy  will  lift  its 
▼oice  to  swell  the  joyful  note,  which,  sweeping  the 
continent  and  the  isles  of  the  new  world,  and  re- 
sounding through  the  old,  shall  cause  the  oppressor 
to  let  go  his  prey,  the  dungeon  to  surrender  its  vic- 
tim, and  give  emancipation  to  the  slave.  Till  then, 
.^et  us  draw  consolation  from  the  reflection  that, 
however  incomprehensible  this  dispensation  may 
:be  to  us,  it  is  a  link  in  that  great  concatenation 
which  is  permitted  by  omnipotent  power  and  good- 
ness, and  must  issue  in  universal  good. 

I  will  not  weary  the  patience  of  the  Senate  by 
detaining  them  any  longer  on  this  subject.  It  is 
■  Ihe  speaker,  and  not  the  theme,  that  is  exhausted. 
However  tnreatening  the  political  horizon  may 
now  appear,  I  will  not  suiter  myself  easily  to  be 
jcast  down.  No,  sir,  when  I  reflect  upon  our  an- 
cestors, who,  flying  oppression,  braved  a  waste 
of  waters,  bringing  with  them  nothing  but  their 
household  sods  and  an  unextinguishable  thirst  for 
freedom,  taking  root  on  a  barbarous  shore,  growing 
up  with  a  rapidity  unexampled  in  the  annals  of 
Ktankind — uniting  aeainst  the  attempts  of  tyranny, 
and  consummating  tne  glorious  Revolution  :  when 
I  reflect  on  the  spirit  oi  concession  and  brotherly 
lore  in  the  formation  of  the  Constitution;  and 
when  I  finaliy  contemplate  the  glory  and  happiness 
it  has  produced,  I  will  not  now  distrust  that  Prov- 
idence which  has  been  pleased  to  dLspense  to  us  so 
many  and  such  distinguished  blessings.  I  will  not 
permit  myself  to  believe  that  this  mighty  scheme 
of  political  salvation,  in  which  all  nations  are  in- 
terested, will  pass  away  like  the  grass  of  the  field. 
I  will  rather  continue  to  indulge  the  hope,  that  we 
shall  remain  united  and  free ;  that  we  shall  advance 
to  that  height  of  prosperity  when  all  nations  shall 
resort  to  as,  whence  to  draw  the  oracles  of  political 
wisdom  and  the  sublime  truths  of  civil  and  reli- 
gious liberty.  That  such  may  be  our  fate  is  the 
prayer  I  will  unceasingly  address  to  the  Great 
Disposer  of  all  human  events. 

Mr.  RoBBBTS  said :  I  rise,  with  unfeigned  reluc- 
ftance,  to  claim  the  indulgence  of  a  further  hearing 
from  the  Senate.     I  cannot,  however,  reconcile  si-  J 


lence  with  what  I  dee«Q  to  be  a  faithful  discharge  of 
duty.    I  have  listened,  with  equal  surpise  and  re- 

fet,  to  liear  gentleoieu,  with  whom  in  this  place 
have  long  b«en  gratified  to  act  and  thiak,  deny 
or  explain  away  what  I  deem  to  be  the  sound  ai^ 
fundamental  principles  of  political  truth.  The 
gentleman  who  lias  just  preceded  me  (Mr.  Bui- 
boub)  has  informed  us  there  is  much  public  excite- 
ment existing  relative  to  this  Question.  The  same, 
thine  has  frequently  been  alluded  to  by  others 
speaking  on  the  same  side.  They,  one  and  all, 
anticipate  the  moot  fearful  consequences,  if  the 
proposition  before  you  ^  agreed  to.  Wo  have 
been  reminded  of  our  unratified  treaty  with  Spain, 
our  embarrassed  currency  aixd  deficient  revenue,  as 
reasons  why  we  should  fo^i^fM'  doin^  what  we 
find  to  be  right.  I  have  no  wtarence  for  that  wis- 
dom which  would  decide  qo^tious  of  the  highest 
order — questions  interwovem  in  the  very  web  of 
our  destiny,  by  a  reference  to  the  transitory  em- 
barrassments which  may  beset  us  at  any  particular 
moment.  The  question  has  fairly  met  us,  whether 
freedom  or  slavery  is  to  be  the  lot  of  the  regions 
beyond  the  Mississippi.  It  ought  to  be  deliberately 
decided,  under  a  proper  exercise  of  authority,  wUn 
a  view  to  the  ultimate  consequences  the  decision 
we  come  to  may  produce.  It  is,  now,  as  to  Mis- 
souri only  we  are  called  upon  to  act;  but  it  will 
yet  arise  in  Arkansas  and  uther  territories,  which, 
in  the  fulness  of  time,  may  offer  themselves  for 
admission  into  this  Union. 

The  people  to  the  South,  says  the  gentleman 
iust  sat  down,  (Mr.  BARBOt;B,)  who  compose  one- 
half  of  the  Union,  a  re  to  be  put,  by  this  proposition, 
under  the  ban  of  the  empue,  as,  iroiu  its  operation, 
they  cannot  settle  in  the  new  State.  If  he  be  cor- 
rect, which  I  do  not  admit,  reject  the  nropositioa, 
and  you  put  the  other  and  larger  hail  under  the 
ban.  A  man  who  is  conscientiously  averse  to 
holding  slaves,  and  who  cannot,  therefore,  employ 
the  slaves  of  others,  is  forbidden  lo  settle  in  a  land 
where  free  labor  cannot  be  procured.  Such  must 
be  the  ca.se  where  slavery  exists  unre:>tricted.  Ad- 
mit Missouri,  a  slaveholding  State,  without  limi- 
tation, and  you  place  the  citizens  of  the  non-slave- 
holdiog  States  under  an  interdict,  as  to  settlement, 
that  they  cannot  overcome.  Thus  is  the  argument  - 
brought  to  an  equation.  With  this  dilemma  are 
we  beset.  The  gentleman  lias  pronounced  an  elo- 
quent and  iust  eulogium  uu  those  who,  in  doing 
what  they  oeiieve  to  be  right,  breast  the  stbrmoi 
public  opinion  at  home.  To  gentlemen  who  act 
thus,  I  am  ready  to  aflbrd  an  equal  tribute  of  ap- 
plause. Where  the  gentleman  finds  the  supfiie 
politicians,  who  yield  so  obsequiously  to  everr 
breeze  of  public  opinion  from  that  quarter  whicn 
affords  him  so  consoling  a  contrast,  I  cannot  so 
well  conceive.  In  this  part  of  hL^  compliment  I 
can  take  no  share.  I  have  been  glad  to  learn  the 
opinion  of  the  Legislattue  of  Pennsylvania  accorded 
with  signal  unanimity.  Having  no  doubt  of  my 
duty  before,  I  still  hail  with  gladness  this  strength- 
ening evidence  of  their  concurrence.  With  us, 
there  can  be  no  recognition  of  slavery  as  a  matter 
of  right.  An  abhorrence  of  it.  on  all  principles 
but   those  of  supreme  nectssity,  is    interwoveo 
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into  the  very  texture  o{  our  hearts  and  habits  of 
thought. 

The  gentleman  from    South   Carolina   (Mr. 
Smith)  has  asked,  why  we  did  not  propose  this 
restricUon  earlier?    In  this  at  least  I  hafe  not 
been  wanimg.    My  maiden  voice  was  assayed,  in 
the  Hotise  ot  Represenutives,  in  favor  of  the  in- 
hibition of  slavery  north  of  the  parallel  of  latitude 
which  passes  through  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  in,  I 
bebeye,  1811,  when  the  bill  esublishing  the  present 
Territorial  government  was  under  consideration. 
We  were  not  then  told  the  proposition  was  uncon- 
stitutional, nor  in  violation  of  the  treaty  ;  but  that 
we  were  on  the  eve  of  a  war,  witii  almost  one- 
half  the  community  iniatuated  with  the  spirit  of 
opposition  to  the  Government ;  that  further  dis- 
sension at  that  time  might  be  fatal.     The  question 
was  thus  deferred  until  a  more  convenient  season. 
What  I  then  thought  right,  I  think  so  now.     I 
rejoice  to  see  this  question  excite   public   inter- 
est.    Melancholy   would  be  our  prospecu,  if  it 
did  not.     It  must  be  settled  some  tune,  and  better 
now  than  later.     The  gentleman   who  has  pre- 
ceded  jne  has   spoken   of  intemperate  doctrine 
brought  into  discussion  in  aNortliern  State  Legis- 
lature.    Where,  let  me  ask,  has  any  thing  more 
intemperate  appeared  than  m  the  resolutions  of 
that  of  Virginia  ?    Dictation  to  the  Congress  has 
been  uttered  there  without  qualification  or  reM^^ve. 
The  gentleman  tells  us  he  has  heard,  too,  the  Ian 

0[e  of  reproach  where  he  had  hoped  that  of 
ne«-  J^e  has  been  good  enough  to  read  me 
a  lecture  on  moderation  ;  but,  how  has  he  observed 
his  own  precepts.  He  charges  us,  without  quali- 
fication, of  wishing  to  do  an  act  of  caormous  in 


justice— to  insult  Virgmia  ;  and.  although  she  is 
diipOMd  to  submit  to  much  insult  and  mjustice, 
there  is  a  point  beyond  which  submission  ceases  to 
be  a  virtue.     As  to  where  the  charge  of  inflicting 
reproaches,  or  the  merit  of  extending  kindnesses, 
may  be  most  justly  claimed,  it  is  not  for  me,  but 
those  who  hear  us,  to  decide.     If  it  were  a  question, 
■ays  the  gentleman,  whether  or  toot  we  should  mnl- 
liply  slaves,  he  should  be  as  much  against  it  as 
any  man  ;  but,  he  adds,  it  is  not  a  Question  of  this 
kind,  but  one  which  determines  only  if  they  shall 
be   confined   to   the   spot   where   they  now  are. 
We  do  soberly  hold,  that  it  is  a  Question  whether 
slavery  shall  be  extended,  and  idaves  increased. 
No  art  nor  subtlety  in  the  lue  of  language  can 
successfully  be  applied  to  make  it  appear  other- 
wise.    Establish  slavery  over  this  territory,  and 
you,  of  consequeivce,  increa.se  the  value  of  slave- 
properly.    Extend  the  market,  and  you  perpetuate 
this  interest,  hy  increasing  the  power  of  the  hold- 
ers of  it.     Reject  this  proposition,  and  to  whose 
benefit  does  the  consequence  enure  ?  clearly  to  the 
slaveholding  interest,  pecuniarily  and  politicallr. 
The  scale  of  political  power  will  preponderate  in 
invor  of  the  slaveholding  States.     The  effect  of 
such  an  event  is  hardly  problematical.      While 
the  gentlentan  tells  us  this  is  not  a  question  of 
alavery,  he  tells  us  that  all  sovereignty  possessed 
on  this  subject  is  in  the  States  ;  and  that,  «o  iar 
as  power  is  not  given  to  the  Federal  Government, 
or  withheld  from  the  States,  they  are  despotic 


•ovcreignties.    Despotic  indeed,  if  they  can  tisas- 
form  treexoen  into  alaves.    We  hare  l^aitl  froaa 
gentlemen,  that  the  right  of  establisliing  slavery  isa 
legitimate  attribute  ofState  sovereignty  ;  that  the 
States  northwest  of  the  Ohio  may  now  constitution- 
ally and  lawfully  introduce  it,  compact  notwith 
standing :  that  it  was  indulged  under  the  Jewiih 
theocracy,  which   was  a  government  of  Cod; 
that  Christianity  does  not  forbid  it ;  that  the  Con- 
stitution of  this  Government  sanctions  it,  and  re- 
cc^nises  the  sovereignty  of  the  State  laws  relating 
to  it.     Nay,  more,  the  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina (Mr.  SMrTH)  pronounces  it  right,  views  it  as 
a  bene£t,  and  looks  for  its  perpetmty.     Without 
reserve,  1  deny  that  there  is  any  power  in  a  Stale 
to  make  slaves,  or  to  introduce  slavery  where  it 
has  been  abolished,  or  where  it  never  existed,  or 
even  to  permit  its  existence  only  as  an  evil  admit- 
Ung  of  uo  immediate  remedy.     The  gentlemen 
have  lurther  alleged  the  ordinance  of  1787  was  in 
fraud  of  the  articles  of  Confederation  ;  that  it  was 
sheer  assumption,  and  even  downright  usurpation. 
AH  this  I  must  also  deny,  without  reserve.     The 
Constitution  provides  that  new  States  may  be  ad- 
mitted into  this  Union,  and  that  the  United  States 
'*hall  guaranty  to  every  State  in  this  Union  a  re- 
publican form  of  government.     To  ascertain  what 
IS  a  StaU  and  a  rep>iUican  /arm  of  gacemmeni  we 
shall  very  unprofitably  foUow  gentlemen  through 
the  history  oi  ancient  times,  the  middle  ages,  or 
periods  of  modern  date,  as  regarding  ibreign  com- 
munities— even  Britian  herself.     We  must  seareh 
for  their  meaning  in  our  own  history  only  :  hece 
a  different  system  of  political  morality  has  pre- 
vailed,and  political  trutii  Uught  without  coiruption. 
In  this  reply  1  shall  assume  no  new  ground  of  de- 
fence ;  It  wUl  only  be  necessary  to  take  that  trod- 
den before  a  little  more  closely — when  it  was  de- 
clared, on  the  part  of  these  States,  tliat  ail  man 
are  created  equal ;  that  they  are  endowed  by  thetr 
Creator   with  certain   inalienable  rights,  among 
which  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursmt  of  happ^ 
ness;  that  to  secure  these  rights  governments  are 
instituted  among  men,  deriving  their  just  powexs 
from  the  consent  of  the  governed.     Two  conclu- 
sions most  clearly  result  from  these  premises  ;  that 
a  government  founded  on  these  principles  can  nei- 
ther make  slaves  nor  kings.     That  is  to  put  some, 
by  birth,  below,  and  some  above  the  law.     The 
exercise  of  creative  power  employed  on  one  prin- 
cide  is  just  as  reasonable  as  on  the  other. 

We  have  heard,  iirom  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, a  claim  of  merit,  for  that  State,  of  leading 
the  way  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  I  think 
in  1778.  Yet  the  Congress,  in  their  non-consuBK>- 
tion  agreement  of  1774,  jwovided  a  clause  to  dis- 
contmue  the  slave  trade,  and,  on  the  6th  of  April, 
1776,  expressly  prohibited  it.  These  acts  preceded 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  with  wiiich  they 
were  in  exact  accordance.  In  pursuance  of  the 
same  principle,  Virginia  acted  in  1778,  Pennsylra- 
nia  in  1780,  Massachusetts  abolished  .slavery  in 
1783,  and  a  majority  of  the  old  thirteen  States  suhae^ 
quently  acted  qb  the  same  principle.  Such  ««s 
the  character  of  a  majority  of  the  States  vrhioh 
formed  the  Federal  Constitution.    It  was  knpos- 
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able,  at  that  era,  it  could  hare  been  conceived  that 
the  making  of  slaves  was  a  legitimate  attribute  of 
State  sovereignty.   The  Articlets  of  Confederation, 
the  second  great  act  of  the  people  of  these  States, 
expressly  reco^ise  all  freemen  as  eligible  to  pos- 
sess the  franchises  of  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
Thus,  from  the  earliest  dawn  of  the  Revolution, 
we  trace  the  disavowal  of  any  pretence  that  slavery 
can  be  suflered  to  exist  on  any  ground  but  that  of 
severe  and  unequivocal  necessity.     In    1780,   the 
Ck)ngress  invited  the  States  to  cede  their  wilder- 
ness  territory,  from  causes  I  need  not  revert  to. 
It   was  then   promised  such  territory   should  be 
formed  into  States,  and  admitted  into  the  Union, 
with  the  same  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and 
independence,   as  the  original  States.     Can  any 
one   doubt   that    the    freedom,    sovereignty,  and 
mdependence,  here  spoken  of,  meant  the  "boon  of  • 
making  slaves,"  as  it  is  called.  No;  it  most  clearly 
results,  that  what  of  these  rights  the  old   States 
were  held  to  possess  were  such  only  as  recognise 
the   inalienable  right?  of  man,  and  which  were 
conformable  to  the  principle  that  government  was 
instituted  to  secure  those  rights,  not  to  effectuate 
their  violation.     When  the  Congress  of  1784,  and 
8ubf«quently  in  1787,  came  to  apply  these  princi- 
ples of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  independence,  to 
the  Northwestern  Territory,  they  evidently  acted 
<m   such   an   understanding.     The  6th  article  of 
compact  is  a  proof  too  strong  of  this  to  admit  of 
denial,  or  even  doubt.    All  the  articles  of  compact 
are  prefaced  by  the  most  unequivocal  declaration 
by  the  Con^ss,  that  they  contain  the  essential 
principles  ol  the  governments  of  the  old  States, 
and  what  they  deemed  the  essential  principles  of 
>'all  free  governments;  that  is,  in  brief  republican 
•  government.     We  first  find  the  phrases  "  Repub- 
bean   States,"  and   "Republican    Government," 
,  tised,  m  reference  to  new  States,  in  the  resolutions 
:  of  Congress  in  1780  and   1784,  and   in  the  ordi- 
i  nance  of  1787,  from  whence  the  phrase  has  been 
transplanted  into  the  Constitution.     A  new  State 
admitted  into  the  Union,  therefore,  must  be  a  State 
with  a  republican  government.     Though  gentle- 
men have  looked  abroad  to  define  this  phrase,  to 
get  at  a  conveniently  enlarged  definition,  it  follows 
most  clearly,  that  it  stands  in   the  Constitution  an 
msuperable  interdict  to  slave  making. 

In  No.  .39  of  the  Federalist,  Mr.  Madison  has 
occasion  to  mquire  what  is  a  Republican  Govern- 
ment "What  (says  he)  are  the  distinctive  charac- 
ters of  one?     Were  an  answer  to  this  question 
to  be  sought,  not  by  recurring  to  principles,  but  ! 
in  the  application  of  the  term  by  political  writers 
'  to  the  constitutions  of  diflerent  States,  nosatisfac-  i 
I  tory  one  would  ever  be  found.     If  we  resort  for  ' 
,  a  criterion  to  the  different  principles  on  which  ' 
^  different  forms  of  government  are  established,  we  I 
'  may  define  a  republic  to  be,  or  at  least  may  bestow 
^  that  name  on  a  government  which  derives  all  if? 
powers,  directlv  or  indirectly,  from  the  great  body 
of  the  people.'^     According  to  this  definition  a 
KepuUican  Government  cannot  mean  one  where 
one-half  the  people  shall  have  power  to  make  the  I 
other  half  slaves.  | 

We  have  been  told,  as  before  remarked,  that  the 


'  ordinance  of  1787  was  an  act  of  usurpation.     The 
Congress,  under  the  Confederation,  bad  the  power 
I  of  making  treaties.     The  States  were  not  /orbid- 
j  den,  under  that  Government,  to  cede  territory  to 
I  the  United  States.     The  parties  to  the  cession  of 
'  the  Northwestern  Territory  were  parties  compe- 
tent to  treat.     The  Congress  became  vested,  by  vir- 
tue of  their  several  cessions,  with  all  the  powers 
;  the  States  had  over  the  ceded  territory,  excepting 
so  far  as   the  stipulations   abridged   that  power. 
These  stipulations  provided  that  the  said  territory 
should  be  formed  into  States,  and  admitted  into 
the  Union.     Nine  States  were  competent  to  admit 
new  members.     The  ordinance  of  1787  was  virtu- 
ally an  admission  of  States  into  the  Union.     This 
vote  of  admission  was  unanimous.     The  ordinance 
was  supervised  by  Virginia— first  by  her  delegates 
in  the  Congress  and  neit  by  her  Legislature,  who, 
at  the  desire  of  Congress,  modified  the  tenns  ot 
cession.     It  is  thus  impossible  there  could  have 
been  any  doubt,  on  the  part  of  either  of  the  con- 
tracting {wrties,  as  to  the  meaning  of  what  was 
termed  the  same  rights  of  freedom,  sovereignty, 
and  independence,  as  to  the  original  States,  as  well 
as  to  the  power  of  the  Congress  to  prescribe  terms 
of  admission.     The  Articles  of  Confederation  pro- 
vided for  the  admission  of  Canada,  but  no  other 
colony  should  come  into  the  Union,  unless  by  the 
consent  of  nine  Slates  in  the  Congress.     Here,  as 
m  the  Constitution,  the  discretion  to  admit  or  not 
!k„*i'"!^J^^'^*^*'-     '^^^  promise  made  to  admit  by 

ad- 


the  Congress  was  voluntary,  and  the  tenns  of  .u- 
mission  predicated  on  a  discretion  soundly  arising 
out  of  power  legitimately  vested  m  them.  To  term 
such  an  act  fraud  and  sheer  assumption,  is  matter 
of  great  surprise.  It  was  an  exercise  of  power  all 
parties  were  then  agreed  on  as  correct,  and  these 
principles  have  formed  the  basis  of  all  subsequent 
admissions  of  States.  Now,  for  the  first  time,  has 
a  new  language  been  held:  every  thing  hitherto 
done  ot  a  restrictive  character  is  pronounced  a 
nullity,  and  the  supervisory  care  of  the  Federal 
Government  is  denietl  and  denounced  as  odious 
oppess'on  and  insapportable  tyranny. 

The  Congress  have  now  the  power  over  the 
Territory  of  Missouri  it  ha.**  had  over  that  North- 
west of  the  Ohio,  restricted  alike  by  the  treaty  of 
cession.  That  treaty  certainly  does  not  require 
the  unrestricted  introduction  of  slaves.  We  ad- 
mit  It  guaranties  the  property  in  those  that  now 
exist.  We  therefore  hold  Congress  to  be  as  free 
I  to  require  of  the  new  State  to  inhibit  their  further 
,  introduction,  as  they  were  formeriy  to  forbid  the 
existence  of  slavery  in  the  States  northwest  of  the 
Ohio. 

The  recognition  of  slavery  in  the  Constitution 
will  not  go  far  to  justify  the  right  to  establish  it. 
Why  IS  a  circumlocution  of  words  used  in  that  in- 
strument, to  designate  such  persons,  instead  of  one 
so  appropriate  as  that  of  slaves?  Either  became 
It  was  considered  as  a  painful  word,  or  for  the  better 
reason,  that  it  was  hoped  the  Constitution  would 
survive  a  state  of  things  where  the  word  could  be  ap- 
plicable In  either  case,  emancipation  must  have 
been  looked  to  as  a  desirable  event,  and  a  righteous 
consummation  of  the  promises  of  the  Revolution 
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Gentlemen  say,  all  our  argmnents  look  to  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery.  I  admit  it;  but,  in  indulging 
this  hope,  far  be  it  from  me  to  think  of  disturbing 
what  has  been  settled.  Yet  I  cannot  abandon  it, 
as  it  is  the  happy  alternative  opposed  to  a  dire  ca- 
tastrophe. Gentlemen  refer  us  to  the  Jewish  law, 
and  especially  to  the  25th  chapter  of  Leviticus. 
Let  me  call  their  attention  to  the  tenth  verse  of 
that  chapter : 

"  And  je  shall  halkw  the  fiAieth  year,  and  procJaiin 
liberty  throughout  all  ike  land,  unto  all  the  inbabit- 
aota  thereof :  it  ahaJl  be  a  jnbilee  unto  you,  and  je 
■ball  return  every  man  unto  his  own  poasesaioo,  and 
ye  ahall  F«turn  every  man  anto  bia  own  family." 

There  was  also  a  seventh  year  jubilee  that  freed 
all  that  were  in  bondage,  of  Hebrew  race.  Let  these 
operate  in  their  native  force,  and  I  apprehend  gen- 
tlemen will  not  think  them  very  desirable.  I  think 
I  now  hear  something  like  a  new  language  on  the 
subject  of  slavery,  such  as  has  hitherto  not  been 
that  of  Republican  America.  Under  the  mildest 
exercise  of  the  rights  of  the  master,  it  has  at  all 
times  heretofore  been  deemed  an  evil,  which  all 
good  men  felt  bound  to  hojie  was  remediable. 

We  have  been  told  that  the  self-evident  truths 
»et  forth  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  are 
not,  a.s  we  understand  them,  the  foundation  of  all 
our  principles  of  law,  butmerely  abstractaphorisms, 
which  have  but  a  limited  meaning.     It  is  denied 
all  men  are  born  equal.     Some,  it  is  said,  are  born 
rich,  and  others  poor ;  some  are  born  peers  of  the 
realm,  and  have  a  right  to  give  laws  to  those  to 
whom  they  are  not  bound  to  give  alms.     Will  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  tell  me  these  sentiments 
are  applicableto our countr)',  where  nonecanbeborn 
to  privileges  of  estate  and  title?     Nothing  is  more 
common  than  that  the  child  bom  to-day,  of  opu- 
lent parents,  may  to-morrow  become  the  son  oi  an 
indigent  father.     Such  are  the  common  chances 
of  trade,  and  the  effect  of  our  equal  laws.     But,  if 
men  are  thus  born  equal,  much  more  are  they  cre- 
ated so,  as  creation  precedes  birth.     But,  says  the 
gentleman,  we  are  told  of  inalienable  rights,  when 
the  fact  is  obvious  there  are  no  rights  but  what  are 
alienable.     The  soldier  (says  he)  aliens  his  life, 
and  I  have  (he  adds)  aliened  a  part  of  the  freedom 
of  my  mind  in  marriage.   The  soldier  and  thecon- 
jugee  must  be  irw  before  they  can  become  parlies  to 
tuch  contracts.     In  both  cases  the  object  of  the  con- 
tract is  happiness,  and  the  fair  obtainment  of  equiva- 
lent benefit.    The  soldier  may  be  influenced  by  great 
moral  motives — love  of  country,  love  of  glory — 
benefits  of  valuable  consideration.     Till  now  I  nad 
not  learned  marriage  could  be  held  as  restraint  and 
servitude ;  on  entering  it,  I  thought  1  was  entering 
the  precincts  of  liberty.     I  have  not  been  disap- 
^inted ;  for  the  franchises  of  a  husband  and  a 
father  are  high  and  happy  ones. 

To  show  that  slavery  is  fruitful  of  elevation  of 
national  character,  the  achievements  of  Thermo- 
pylae, Marathon,  Salamis,  and  Platsea,  have  been 
instanced.  Say,  was  Grecian  prowess  less  in  the 
Ten  Thousand,  and  at  Arbela?  Men  will  encoun- 
ter much  for  their  liberty;  they  will  sometimes 
perform  bold  deeds  in  pursuit  of  mere  gtory,  or 
through  attachment  to  a  leader.    Generally,  I  ad- 


mit that  great  actions  are  the  result  of  strong  moral 
motives.  I  should  rather  ascribe  the  memorable 
exploits  of  the  ancient  republics  to  the  free  princi- 
ples of  their  government,  than  to  the  existence  of 
slavery,  which  seems  at  last  to  have  been  their 
bane. 

In  depicting  the  effects  of  the  very  limited  prop- 
osition before  you,  gentlemen  have  indulged  in  the 
most  extravagant  figures  of  language.     On  the  one 
hand,  they  have  drawn  Missouri  m  chains  pros- 
trate at  vour  feet,  the  limbs  of  her  sovereignty 
mangled  by  a  sort  of  political  surgery,  with  a  brand 
on  her  face,  and  the  collar  of  servitude  about,  and 
your  feet  upon,  her  neck;  the  victim  of  the  most 
odious  reproach,  with  her  spirit  broken;  a  State 
squeezed  to  a  pigmy,  and  made  the  shadow  o(  a 
shade,  and  the  scorn  of  every  tongue.   We  are  next 
warned  to  beware  of  awakening  the  sturdy  spirit 
of  Missouri ;  she  is,  it  is  said,  snuffing  oppression  in 
every  breeze.     We  are  called  upon  to  look  at  her, 
filled  with  a  mighty  population,  dissatisfied  and  re- 
bellious ;  to  sow  not  such  seeds,  lest  we  reap  a  lam- 
entable harvest.     Really,  like  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  I  want  intellect  to  comprehend  the  force 
of  such  reasoning,  if  it  b^  to  be  called  by  so  sober 
a  name.    To  what  desperate  acts  of  folly  must  this 
compassionating  and  anon  terrifying  style  of  ad- 
dress lead,  if  it  be  allowed  to  have  any  effect.     In 
the  midst  of  the  tumult  of  the  passions  of  fear 
and  pity,  reason  and  a  sense  of  right  can  hardly 
fail  to  be  obliterated.    Is  it,  exclaims  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Pinkney,)  that  you  wish  to 
force  manumission  on  the  South  ?     I  answer,  not 
at  all.     It  is  to  do  nothing  more  nor  less  than 
to   prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  the  extension  of 
slavery. 

You  come  armed,  say  gentlemen,  with  religion 
in  the  one  hand,  and  humanity  in  the  other.    Tkat, 
when  encroachment  dresses  herself  in  the  garb  of 
piety,  then  it  is  she  becomes  more  dangerous,  and 
then  it  is  she  assumes  a  power  that  can  achieve  the 
universe.     Let  me  ask  gentlemen,  if.  wheb  men 
come  armed  with  desire  of  gain  in  tne  one  hand, 
and  a  love  of  power  in  the  other,  are  they  fitted  to 
achieve  less,  or  are  they  more  respectable  or  less 
dangerous  ?    Humanity  and  piety,  it  is  true,  may 
be  mistaken,  and  seek  right  by  doubtful  means 
sometimes,  but  the  passions  of  interest  and  ambi- 
tion must  inevitably  seek  wrong  ends  by  use  of 
wrong  means.     Their  appetite  is  insatiable — suc- 
cess only  whets  it.     Enthusiasm  begins,  we  are 
told,  as  the  gentle  streamlet,  but  it  soon  becomes  a 
resistless  torrent.    This  remark  applies  in  full  force, 
as  well  to  the  pursuit  of  power  and  property,  as  the 
promulgation  of  a  particular  belief.     It  is  a  two- 
edged  sword,  and  cuts  at  least  with  equal  keenness 
both  ways.     We  are  counselled  that,  in  this  dread 
of  extending  slavery,  we  are  'about  to  open  the 
Mediterranean  of  discretionary  authority,  through 
all  its  sluices.     What  is  the  alternative  offered  us? 
At  least  an  equal  danger  of  excess  in  State  discre- 
tion, and  even  in  noviciate  candidates  for  a  place 
in  this  Union.     Let  it  not  be  forgotten  what  we 
ask  for  in  the  proposition  before  you.     The  limits 
are  well  defined — consonant  with  the  whole  prac- 
tice, and  strictly  within  the  principles  and  le^ti-. 
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male  power  of  the  Goremmcnt.  A  principle  con- 
secrated in  the  admission  of  at  least  leven  Suites 
into  this  Uoioo.  On  such  a  proposition,  gen- 
tlemen resort  to  such  modes  ol  expression.  To 
say  the  le«st,  they  are  equally  inapplicable  and 
extravagant. 

Gentlemen   have   taken   much   oflfence  at   the 
pamphlets  which  hare  been  publjshed,  reasoning 
agaiast  the  extension  of  slavery  in  Missouri.  Why 
tkis  disturhance?     We  have  not  relied  on  them, 
««or  plead  them  in  the  argument.     1  am  aware  it 
;1ms  been  broadly  intimated  that  we  have  found  it 
cut  and  dned  to  our  hand.     If  it  were  even  so,  it 
is  still  argument,  and  gentlemen  must  meet  it  for 
what  It  IS  worth.     We  claim   no  merit  further 
than  that  of  doing  what  we  find  to  be  right  in  the 
best  way  we  can,  and  the  plain  course  for  gentle- 
man IS,  after  meeting  us  here,  if  they  be  disturbed 
bv  what  IS  said   elsewhere,  to  sit  down  in  their 
>k>aets  and  refute  these  oflensive  publications.     I 
should  be  pleased  to  find  them  at  such  a  work.    It 
would  be  fairly  to  enter  the  lists  with  the  pam- 
phleteers, and  to  oppose  Pharsalia  to  Pharsalia. 
Perhaps,  however,  these  officious  authors  will  be 
sufficiently  noticed  in  gentlemen's  speeches.     The 
genUeman  from  Maryland  says,  if  slavery  be  in- 
compatible  with    republican    Government,    that 
State  must  retire  from  the  Union,  perhaps,  for  her 
sms.     In  some  States,  says  he,  a  q,uantum  of  pro- 
perty is  necessary  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  elective 
Jranchise,  and  that  the  white  man  who  has  it  not 
is  as  much  disfranchised  as  the  slave  of  the  South. 
How  strange  an   assertion!     Is   the  white  man 
under  the  control  of  a  master  whom  he  has  not 
choaea,  liable  to  punishment  at  his  will,  bound  to 
labor  for  his  exclusive  benefit,  and  to  receive  his 
pittance  of  food  and  raiment  from  the  hand  and 
at  the  discretion  of  him  who  holds  him  in  bond- 
age ?     To  hear  observations  so  vague  and  unrea- 
sonable may  be  matter  of  surprise,  but  hardly  tit 
subject  for^reply.     The  government  of  slaves,  we 
are  told,  is  a  patriarchal  one,  and  that,  m  nine 
caaes  out  of  ten,  the  slaves  which  may  be  taken  to 
Mi»o«n  will  go  with  their  masters.    At  least, 
l^n,  in  one  case  out  of  ten,  they  will  be  taken 
there  manacled  under  the  lash  of  the  driver,  who 
holds  them  in  no  other  estimation  than  as  pro- 
perty—the creature  of  municipal   law.     I  have 
witnessed  such  exhibitions  from  the  windows  of 
this  Canitol.    But  more.     Though  m  persons  so 
degraded  the  severance  of  the  ties  of  husband  and 
wife  may  be  less  namful  to  the  suflerers  than  if 
the  parties  were  of  free  condition,  but  ties  of  ma- 
ternal fondness  are  governed  by  other  laws.     Nor 
«an  It  be  necessary  to  patot  to  your  Moagmation 
the  distress  that  a  severance  of  these  ties  by  vio- 
lence must  awakes. 

Slaves,  says  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  Smith,)  are  the  happiest  poor  people  in 
the  world,  and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr 
BABBOoa)  tails  us  the  parting  of  a  slave  from  his 
master  is  not  like  parting  the  hired  man  from  his 
employer.  I  have  had  occasions  to  listen  before 
OQfW  to  comparisons  drawn  by  Southern  gentl*^ 
^ct  between  the  laborer  of  the  North  and  the 
»««hern  slave.     In  ordinary  cases  such  a  paral- 


lel could  hardly  justify  a  reply.     The  white  la- 
borer IS  alway.s  a  free  man,  gen«.raily  an  honest 
man ;  often  an  intelligent  and  informed  man.    He 
knows   bis    rights,   and   understands    his   dutia. 
Free  laborers,  who  are  lM>usekeeperb,  are  seldom 
without  their  newspapers  and  means  of  informa- 
tion.    These  channels  of  intelligence  are  every- 
where established  with  us.     It  is  a  successful  busi- 
ness to  the  publishers  almost  always.     Can  there 
be  a  stronger  evidence  of  a  reading  people  ?    The 
relation  between  laborer  aud  employer,  where  the 
latter  is  a  freeman,  is  that  of  equals.     Each  looks 
to  the  other  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  covenant  be- 
tween them.     They  often  stand  in  the  relation  of 
friends.     Their  intercourse  is  almost  always  re- 
spectful  and   coiuteous.      I    have   been  forcihiy 
struck  with  how  equal  a  share  of  happiness,  to  my 
the  least,  was  enjoyed  by  the  man  of  opulence  and 
the  cottager  in  the  Northern  States.     The  latter, 
being  of  good  conduct,  always  has  the  boon  of 
substantial  freedom,  and  can  hardly  want  the  com- 
forts of  life,  while  the  cares  and  anxieties  of  the 
former  seem  proportioned  to  his  desire  of  increas- 
ing his  wealth.     Under  any  aspect,  however,  there 
can  be  no  just  resemblance,  nor  any  comparison 
of  advantages,  common  to  the  freeman  and  slave. 
I  must  beg  leave  to  correct  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Smith,)  when  he  says  that 
the  Colonization  Society  was  formed  to  rid  the 
non-slaveholding   Sutes  of  their  free   people  of 
color.     The  associated  friends  of  African  emanci- 
tion  in  those  States  have  explicitly  published  to 
the  world,  they  consider  the  project  as  haViog  ori- 
ginated in  the  South ;  that  its  object  is  the  per- 
petiMtion  of  slavery ;  and  that  they  can  neither 
participate  m  it,  nor  coantenance  it 

When  gentlemen  claim  for  Missouri  this  boon 
of  slavery,  as  it  has  been  called,  and  paint  lU  ad 
I  vantages,  and  plead  for  its  legality,  let  them  look 
I  at  Its  origin.     Whence  have  they  derived  their 
j  claims  as  owners  and  masters  ?     From  the  vio- 
I  lence  of  savage  warfare;   from  the  frauds  mmd 
j  crimes  of  the  man-stealer.     Here  is  the  foundation 
of  their  pretensions.     What  was  originally  wroqg 
j  can  never  become  right,  while  there  is  a  Uriag 
subject  to  suffer.     While  I  most  readily  admit,  a 
sudden  and  general  emancipation  in  a  large  por- 
tion of  this  Union  would  be  the  frenzy  of  mad- 
ness, I  hold  it  the  incumbent  duty  of  all  to  believr 
it  desirable,  and  to  look  and  hope  for  iu  consu« 
mation  in  the  fulness  of  God's  providence.  » 

Having  briefly  reviewed  the  argument  of  gen- 
tlemen, 80  far  as  I  have  noted  it,  I  am  not  dis- 
posed studiously  or  unnecevsarily  to  nuiltiply  words. 
They  cannot  doubt  but  that  I  believe  much  of  the 
farther  ground  they  have  taken,  capable  of  sue 
cessful  reply.  There  are  but  two  grounds  upon 
which  this  proposition  seems  susceptible  of  legiti- 
mate opposition.  First,  its  preclusion  by  previous 
engagement;  and,  secondly,  strong  expediency. 
The  first,  I  hold  entirely  moperative;  and  the  sec- 
ond, if  it  applies  at  all,  cannot  apply  to  the  whole 
territory.  It  is  in  application  to  the  whole  terri- 
tory that  I  view  the  arguments  of  gentlemen  as 
most  objectionable,  both  as  they  appiv  to  the  pria- 
eiple  of  slavery  and  the  admission  of  new  State*. 
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An  increase  of  Sutes  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
holding  slaves,  must,  let  me  repeat  it  again,  radi- 
cally change  the  relation  in  which  these  States 
stood  towards  each  other  at  the  formation  of  the 
Federal  Constitution.  Gentlemen,  to  susuin  their 
opposition  to  the  amendment  before  you,  have 
been  led  to  deny  or  explain  away  the  leading 
truths  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and 
call  the  ordinance  of  1787  an  usurpation ;  the  prin- 
ciples adopted  for  the  admission  of  fseven  new 
States  useless,  or  bordering  on  the  ridiculous;  and 
that  all  the  supervising  care  exercised  by  the  Coo- 
gresB,  is  a  nullity,  having  neither  moral  nor  legal 
obligation.  I  have  felt  equal  astonishment  and 
regret  on  hearing  such  doctrines.  Here  I  must 
enter  my  solemn  orotest  againt  them,  and  trust 
that  more  sober  reflection  may  chasten  the  feelings 
that  have  carried  gentlemen  to  such  lengths.  I 
must  still  hope  that  some  mode  naay  be  devised  to 
slop  the  progress  of  this,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
course  of  most  unfortunate  error. 

Mr.  JoHwaoN,  of  Kentucky,  then  addressed  the 
President  as  follows : 

It  requires  great  exertion  of  resolution  to  speak 
on  this  occasion,  because  the  patience  of  the  Sen- 
ate is  already  exhausted.  I  never  could  sustain 
mfself,  even  in  the  most  fortunate  moment,  with- 
out an  audience ;  and  at  this  time,  I  fear  I  shall 
not  be  able  to  command  attention  either  by  my 
manner  or  matter.  The  subject,  however,  is  of 
such  transcendi.'nt  magnitude  that  I  cannot  recon- 
cile it  to  a  sens(>  of  the  duty  that  I  owe  to  the  Sute 
in  which  I  reside  v>  give  a  silent  vote.  At  some 
future  day,  I  might  view  the  consequences,  resulting 
from  our  deliberations,  and  condemn  my  silence. 

The  commencement  of  this  debate  has  been 
represented,  by  the  military  figure,  as  a  skirmish- 
ing; a  war  of  sharpshookTs ;  and  in  the  progress 
of  the  conflict,  we  have  been  saluted  with  the 
thunders  of  the  artillery.  It  is  now  time  to  change 
the  metaphor  to  one  of  rural  character,  a  harvest 
which  is  over;  and,  I  ff!^  myself  literally  but  a 
mere  gleaner. 

It  appears  to  me,  sir,  that  in  the  course  of  this 
debate  we  have  unhappily  misunderstood  each 
other.  Expressions  have  been  used,  on  both  sides, 
conveying  different  sentiments  from  what  were 
intended.  Those  who  have  advocated  the  measure 
of  restriction,  have  used  language  which  wotild 
indicate  a  di^xjsition  to  proceed  to  universal  eman- 
cipation, alike  regardless  of  the  means  by  which 
they  would  accomplish  it,  and  of  the  sovereignty 
of  the  States  in  which  it  is  tolerated ;  at  the  sanM 
time  charging  upon  the  present  proprietors  of  this 
species  of  property  all  the  odium  of  that  perfidy 
and  cruelty  by  which  slavery  was  first  introduced 
into  the  country.  Those,  on  the  other  hand,  who 
have  contended  for  the  sovereignty  of  the  States, 
and  opposed  the  measure  of  res^iction  as  an  as- 
sumption of  power  unknown  in  the  Constitution, 
have  given  a  latitude  to  their  expressions  which 
has  been  construed  into  a  justification  of  the  ab- 
stract principle  of  slavery.  Misconceptions,  and 
misconstructions  of  language,  prcxiucing  crimina- 
tion and  recrimination,  should  ever  be  avoided  in 
this  body,  especially  upon  this  delicate  rabject. 


On  reviewing  the  scope  of  argament,  on  bodk 
sides,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  one  cannot  be  justly 
charged  with  advocating  the  sentiments  which 
their  language  would  seem  to  indicate ;   nor  the 
other,  with  an  attempt  to  justify  the  absinract  aria- 
ciple  of  slavery,  as  either  religiously,  moralfy,  or 
politically,  correct.     None  will  pretend,  that  Con- 
gress can  interfere  with  the  subieet  of  slavery  in 
the  several  States  ;  and  no  member  of  the  Senate 
I  could  advocate  the  slave  trade  without  exciting 
the  indignation  of  the  whole  nation.     The  tree  is 
known  by  its  fruit.     And  let  roe  entreat  you,  sir, 
to  recollect  what  has  been  the  conduct  of  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  States,  where  this  property  is  racog^ 
nised,  from  the  commencement  of  1808,  the  moment 
in  which  the  General  Government  was  authorized 
by  the  Constitution  to  put  an  end  to  this  merciless 
traffic.     Not  a  solitary  voice  has  been  raised  in 
favor  of  the  African  slave  trade.     A  universal  dis- 
position has  ever  been  evinced  to  aimihilate  for* 
ever  this  cruel  branch  of  commerce,  which  swells 
every  bosom  with  sorrow ;  which  tills  e>'ery  heart 
with   indignation.     If  all   the  States,   in  whick 
slavery  exists,  can  furnish  one  exception — if  the 
slave  trade  has  ever  had  one  advocate  within  these 
walls,  let  it  be  proclaimed  to  the  world !     No  sack 
exception  does  exist — no  such  advocate  can  be 
found.     For  my  own  part,  in  verity  I  potest,  that 
no  person  in  existence  more  detests  this  abomina- 
ble traffic  in  human  beings  than  myself ;  and  1  am 
confident  that  every  man  whom  I  represent  has 
the  same  abhorrent  feelings  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
ject.    But,  sir,  the  right  of  Congr^s  to  interfeta 
in  property  of  this,  and  other  description,  is  quite 
a  difl(?rent  question.     It  veas  originally  imposed 
upon  us  by  the  policy  of  Great  Britain  ;  but  now 
we  have  acquired  in  it  a  legitimate  propriety ;  we 
have  paid  for  it  our  money  ;  we  boW  it  under  the 
sanction  of  law,  and  have  the  right  to  dispose  of 
it  as  we  please.    The  General  Government,  if  not 
pledged  to  guaranty  to  us  the  enjoyment  of  it, 
certainly  have  no  riffht,  Constitutional  or  moral,  to 
wrest  it  from  us.     We  hold  not  ourselves  accoiut- 
able  to  the   nation  for    the  treatment   we  shall 
observe,  or  the  disposition  we  shall  make  of  thti. 
more  than  any  other  species  of  property,  nor  will 
any  be  permitted  to  dictate  our  conduct  therein. 
Notwithstanding  these  sentiments,  no  person  can 
more  sincerely  lament,  than  I  do,  the  existence  of 
involunUry  servitude  in  the  United  States;  aa4 
none  would  make  greater  personal  sacrifices,  could 
I  discover  a  way,  in  the  providence  of  Ciod,  to 
bring  it  to  an  end. 

We  are  not  the  only  people  who  have  had 
slaves ;  yes,  and  slaves^  of  their  own  compleaioa. 
I  speak  not  this  to  justify  the  principle,  but  to  re- 
mind vou  of  the  fact,  that  slavery  has  existed  frovi 
the  eaniest  ages  of  antiquity  to  the  present  day. 
Nor  has  its  existence  been  confined  to  heaithea 
nations;  both  Jews  and  Christians,  believers  as 
well  as  unbelievers,  in  divine  revelation,  from  the 
patriarchs  of  God's  ancient  people  to  the  present 
time,  have  been  the  proprietors  of  slaves,  without  one 
admonition  from  Heaven  in  the  whole  book  of  m- 
spiration  against  it.  The  law  of  Moses,  delivered 
by  the  Almighty  himself  for  the  government  of  kis 
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own  chosen  race,  recognised  a  complete  property 
in  slaves.  "Abraham,  the  father  of  the  faithful," 
"the  friend  of  God,"  had  upwards  of  two  hundred 
born  in  his  own  house,  whom  he  trained  to  war. 
laaac,  the  child  of  promise,  inherited  this  property ; 
and  Jacob,  the  progenitor  of  the  twelve  tribes  of 
Israel,  had  bond-men  and  bond-raaids  of  his  own. 
We  even  find  the  same  custom  to  have  prevailed 
with  them,  which  continues  to  the  present  day ; 
that  when  a  daughter  was  given  in  marriage,  she 
received,  as  a  gift  from  her  father,  a  maid  servant, 
and  a  man  servant  was  given  with  a  son.  Unda 
the  benign  influence  of  the  gospel  dispensation,  no 
change  in  ihw  respect  is  found.  The  Apostle 
Paul,  in  his  letters  to  the  churches  of  Ephesus  and 
Colocse,  and  in  his  instruction  to  Timothy,  de- 
signed for  all  christians,  and  in  all  ages,  speaking 
oi  the  relative  and  reciprocal  duties  of  parents  and 
children,  of  husbands  and  wives,  never  fails  to 
exhort  servants  or  slaves  to  be  obedient  to  their 
masters^  and  masters  to  deal  gently  with  their 
slaves.  Fidelity,  on  the  part  of  the  slave,  and 
kindness,  on  the  part  of  the  master,  are  thus  made 
christian  duties;  but  emancipation  is  not  eren 
hinted  at,  as  the  right  of  the  one,  or  the  obligation 
of  the  other.  Before  I  leave  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject it  may  not  be  improper  to  advert  to  the  story 
of  Oncsimus;  he  was  the  slave  of  Philemon,  a  dis- 
tinguished chTLstian  minister.  Onesimus  fled  from 
his  master  and  went  to  Rome,  where,  by  the  in- 
struction of  Paul,  he  was  converted  to  the  chris- 
tain  faith.  Paul  found  him  useful  in  the  cause, 
and  desired  to  retain  him  in  Rome;  but  recognis- 
ing the  property  of  Philemon  in  him,  he  had  no 
hesitation  to  remand  Onesimus  to  his  master ;  and 
not  even  to  employ  him  in  the  cause  of  God,  with- 
out first  obtaining  his  master's  consent.  Now,  sir, 
as  it  is  evident,  that,  under  every  dispensation  of 
Heaven,  slavery  has  existed,  ana  that  neither  pa- 
triarchs^ prophets,  nor  apostles,  to  whom  the  word 
of  inspuration  was  committed,  ever  made  the  sub- 

1'ect  a  test  of  piety,  or  matter  of  animadversion, 
know  of  no  principle,  either  human  or  divine, 
by  which  slaveholders  in  America  can  be  justly 
reprobated  as  the  most  odious  of  mankind. 

Do  I  attempt  to  justify  the  principle  of  slavery 
by  thus  adverting  to  sacred  history  to  prove  its 
existence  an:M>ng  good  men?  No.  But  the  allu- 
sion is  made  to  prove  this  fact :  that  there  may  be 
a  state  of  things  in  which  slavery  becomes  a  ne- 
cessary evil,  aad  in  which  its  existence  is  not  in- 
compatible with  true  religion.  Such  a  state  of 
things,  the  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  must 
acknowledge  to  have  existed  among  themselves ; 
for  in  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  those  States  where 
it  is  abolished,  though  the  number  was  small,  yet, 
the  wisdom  of  their  legislatures,  in  almost  every 
instance,  prevented  the  evils  which  they  expected 
to  result  from  a  sudden  change,  by  providing  for 
its  gradual  abolition.  Yes,  sir,  those  who  are  now 
most  censorious  in  their  declamations  against  slave- 
ry, have,  by  their  own  acts,  in  their  own  States, 
sanctioned  every  principle  which  the  slaveholder 
in  other  States,  eitner  sanctions  or  avows ;  because, 
in  the  gradual  instead  of  sudden  abolition,  they 
have  aco^wledged  the  existence  of  that  state  of 


things  among  themselves,  which  justified  the  hold- 
ing of  some  in  a  state  of  involuntary  servitude  for 
lile,  and  of  others  for  a  term  of  years.  If  such 
has  been  the  policy  of  States,  where  the  number 
of  slaves,  owiog  originally  to  the  coldness  of  their 
climate  rather  tnan  to  any  moral  cause,  bore  but 
a  very  small  proportion  to  their  whole  population, 
it  IS  but  reasonable  to  conclude  that  tney  would 
have  justified  the  same  policy  which  has  governed 
their  sister  States,  had  it  been  their  lot  to  have 
embosomed  as  great  a  proportion  of  slaves. 

But  kwnaniljf  is  the  plea.  And  can  gentlemen 
sincerely  believe  that  the  cause  of  humanity  will 
be  promoted  by  still  confining  this  population  with- 
in such  limits,  as  that  their  relative  numbers  will 
oppose  everlasting  obstacles  to  their  emancipation? 
Upon  the  most  extensive  principle  of  philanthropy, 
I  say,  let  them  spread  forth  wkh  the  growing  ex- 
tent of  our  nation.  I  am  sure  I  plead  the  cause  of 
humanity.  1  advocate  the  best  interests  of  the  sod* 
of  bondage,  when  I  entreat  you  to  give  them  room 
to  be  happy;  and  so  disperse  them  as  that,  under 
the  auspices  of  Providence,  they  may  one  day  en- 
joy the  rights  of  man,  without  convulsing  the  em- 
pire or  endangering  society.  We  must  now  take 
the  world  as  we  find  it — not  as  we  would  have  it; 
and  adapt  our  measures  to  the  actual  state  of  things. 
The  cruelties  which  are  passed  cannot  be  retract- 
ed ;  and  upon  the  slave  trade  we  can  now  only  look 
back  with  emotions  of  regret,  which  have  but  one 
balm  of  consolation  to  mitigate  our  sorrows.  It  is 
this:  that  outrages  upon  humanity  may  be  tole- 
rated in  civilized  society,  which  are  overruled  by  Di- 
vine Providence,  for  the  ultimate  good  of  those  who 
were  the  victims  of  cruelty.  Such  has  been  the 
consequence  of  the  slave  trade;  and  let  it  now  be 
our  object  to  make  them  feel  the  benefit,  since  they 
have  not  been  exempted  from  the  misery. 

There  is  no  just  cause  for  irritation  on  this  nub- 
ject.  We  should  suppress  our  feelings,  when  they 
threaten  to  transport  us  beyond  the  bounds  of  rea- 
son. Early  habits  beget  strong  prejudices,  and 
under  a  heavy  burden  of  them  we  all  labor.  But 
it  becomes  us  to  bring  them  to  one  common  altar, 
and  consume  them  together.  Before  we  compel 
our  brother  to  pluck  the  mote  from  his  eye,  it  will 
be  wise  to  take  the  beam  from  our  own.  On  this 
occasion  I  cannot  omit  to  mention  my  own  feel- 
ings on  a  former  occurrence.  When  I  first  came 
to  Congress,  it  was  with  mingled  emotions  of  hor- 
ror and  surprise  that  I  saw  citizens  from  the  noo- 
slaveholding  States,  as  they  are  called — yes,  and 
both  branches  of  our  National  Legislature — riding 
in  a  coach  and  four,  with  a  white  servant  seated 
before,  managing  the  reins,  another  standing  be- 
hind the  coach,  and  both  of  these  white  servants 
in  livery.  Is  this,  said  I  to  myself,  the  degraded 
condition  of  the  citizen,  on  whose  voice  the  liber- 
ties of  a  nation  may  de{)end?  I  could  not  recon- 
cile It  with  my  ideas  of  freedom ;  because,  in  the 
State  where  I  received  my  first  impressions,  slaves 
alone  were  servile.  All  white  men  there  are  on 
an  equality,  and  every  citizen  feels  his  independ- 
ence. We  have  no  classes — no  patrician  or  ple- 
beian rank.  Honesty  and  honor  form  all  the  di»- 
tinctions  that  are  felt  or  known.     Whatever  may 
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be  the  condition  of  a  citizen  with  us,  you  matt 
treat  him  as  an  equal     This  I  fiod  is  not  so  in 
every  part  of  the  non-ilaveholding  States,  espe- 
ciaUy  m  your  populous  cities,  where  raaks  and  <& 
tmctions,   the  precursors  of  aristocracy,  already 
begin  to  exisL     They  who*«  business  it  is  to  per- 
form menial  ofl&ces  m  other  States,  are  4s  servile 
as  our  slaves  in  the  West.     Where  u  the  great 
difference  betwixt  the  condition  of  him  who  keeps 
your  stable,  who  blacks  your  boots,  who  holds 
your  stirrups,  or  mounts  behind  your  coach  when 
Tou  nde,  and  the  slave  who  obeys  the  command  of 
his  master  ?    There  may  be  a  nominal  difference ; 
but  it  would  be  difficult  to  describe  iu  reality.    In 
the  one  case  it  is  called  voluntary,  because  it  is 
imnosed  by  its  own  necessity,  and  in  the  other  in- 
voluntary, because  imposed  by  the  wUl  of  another. 
Whatever  difference  there  may  be  in  the  princi- 
ple, the  effects  upon  society  are  the  same.     The 
condiuon,  in  some  respects,  is  in  favor  of  the  slave. 
He  IS  supplied  with  food  and  clothing ;  and  in  the 
hour  of  sickness  he  finds  relief.   No  anxious  caret, 
m  relation  to  age  and  infirmity,  invade  his  breast. 
He  fean  no  duns :  careless  of  the  pressure  of  the 
times,  he  dreads  not  the  coercion  of  payment,  nor 
feds  the  cruelty  of  that  code  which  confines  the 
white  servant  in  prison,  because  the  iron  hand  of 
poverty  has  wrested  from  hira  the  means  of  support 
for  his  family.     Though  slavery  stiU  must  be  con- 
fessed a  bitter  draught,  yet  where  the  stamp  of  na- 
ture marks  the  distinction,  and  when  the  mind, 
from  early  habit,  is  moulded  to  the  condition,  the 
slave  oftca  finds  less  bitterness  in  the  cup  of  life 
than  most  white  servants.     What  is  the  condition 
of  many,  who  are  continually  saluting  our  ears 
with  cnes  of  want,  even  in  this  city  ?    Men,  wo- 
men, boys,  girls,  from  infancy  to  old  age,  craving 
reliel  from  every  passenger.  Are  they  skves?  No. 
Among  the  slaves  are  no  beggars ;  no  vagrants ; 
none  idle  for  want  of  employ,  or  crying  for  want 
of  bread.     Every  condition  of  life  has  its  evils  ; 
and  noost  evils  have  some  paliiative ;  though  per- 
haps none  less  than  those  of  wh  i  te  men  ials.  Yet,  sir, 
none  are  more  lavish  of  their  censures  against  slave- 
holders than  those  lordlings  with  livery  servants 
of  their  own  complexion.     For  my  own  part,  I 
have  hitho^to  been  fortunate  in  my  public  course 
in  having  retained  the  conidence  of  my  fellow 
citizens.     I  have  not  only  triumphed  over  the  most 
troubled  elements— I  have  even  braved  the  storm 
produced  by  the  £imous  compensation  law ;  but  I 
never  could  stand  having  white  servants  dressed 
b  livery.     No,  sir,  when  the  honest  laborer,  the 
mechanic,  however  poor,  or  whatever  his  employ- 
ment, visiu  my  house,  it  matters  not  what  compa- 
ny is  there,  he  must  sit  with  me  at  my  board,  and 
receive  the  same  treatment  as  the  most  distinguish- 
ed guest;   because  in  him  I  recognise  a  fellow 
citizen  and  an  equal. 

The  condition  of  the  slave  is  but  little  under- 
»tood  by  those  who  are  not  the  eyewitnesses  of 
his  treatment.  His  sufferings  are  greatly  aggra- 
vated in  their  anprehension.  The  general  char- 
acter of  the  slaveholding  community  can  no  more 
be  determined,  nor  should  they  be  any  more  stig- 
taatized,  by  a  particular  instance  of  cruelty  to  a 
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slave,  than  the  eharacter  of  the  non-«lavei»oldin» 
community  by  a  particular  instance  of  cruelty  in 
a  parent  towards  his  child,  a  guardian  to  his  ward, 
or  a  master  to  his  apprentice.  No  man  among  us 
can  be  cruel  to  his  slave  without  incurring  the 
execration  of  the  whole  community.  The  slave 
u  trained  to  industry ;  and  he  is  recompensed  by 
kindness  and  humanity,  which  lighten  his  burden. 
His  master  is  his  guardian.  He  enjoys  the  rights 
of  conscience,  and  worships  God  as  he  chooses. 
The  Gospel  sheds  as  bright  a  lustre  on  his  path  as 
on  that  of  the  white  man ;  and  quite  as  great  a 
proportion  of  them  become  believers  in  the  Sa- 
viour, and  are  admitted  into  the  communion  of 
the  Christian  church. 

Except  on  the  sugar,  the  rice,  and  the  cotton 
plantations,  at  the  South,  the  slave  is  not  a  profit 
to  his  master.  Upon  a  fair  calculation  of  debtor 
and  creditor,  the  majority  of  them  would  fall  in 
debt ;  and  the  holding  of  them  is  more  a  matter  of 
convenience  than  profit. 

A  solemn  appeal  has  been  made  to  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence,  as  if  that  instrument  had  a 
bearing  upon  this  question ;  though,  at  that  day, 
and  long  since,  slavery  existed  in  every  State  of 
the  Union.  That  sentiment  has  been  quoted,  that 
all  men  are  created  eoual ;  that  they  are  endowed 
by  their  Creator  with  catain  equal,  inalienable 
rights ;  among  which  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pur- 
suit of  happiness.  This  sacred  truth  should  be 
engraven  upon  every  heart,  for  it  is  the  foundation 
of  all  civil  rights,  and  the  palladium  of  our  liber- 
ties. The  meaning  of  this  sentence  is  defined  in 
its  application ;  that  all  communities  stand  upon 
an  equality  ;  that  Americans  are  equal  with  Eng- 
lishmen, and  have  the  right  to  organize  such  gov- 
ernment for  themselves  as  they  shjill  choose,  when- 
ever it  is  their  pleasure  to  dissolve  the  bonds  which 
unite  them  to  another  people.  The  same  princi- 
ple applied  to  Missouri  will  defeat  the  object  of 
gentlemen  who  advocate  this  restriction. 

Could  this  princifde  be  reduced  to  practice  in 
relation  to  every  human  being,  it  would  be  happy ; 
but  such  is  the  character,  and  such  the  condiuon 
of  man.  that  it  is  perpetually  violated  by  every  in- 
dividual, and  by  every  body  politic ;  often  wan- 
tonly^ sometimes  throiigh  necessity.  Every  State 
in  this  Confederacy,  not  even  excepting  the  great 
and  unambitious  State  of  Pennsylvania,  vicHates 
thb  principle,  if  it  be  understood  according  to  the 
application  given  it  by  gentlemen,  in  the  most  Im- 
portant political  rights— the  elective  franchise  and 
the  qualification  for  office.  The  organization  of 
every  department,  both  of  the  General  Govern-  • 
mcnt  and  the  State  governments,  infringes  upon* 
this  principle.  Difierent  qualifications  are  re- 
quired in  different  States;  in  some,  a  freehold  in- 
heritance; and  the  least,  in  the  most  democratic 
States,  are  ace  and  residence.  And  shall  we  re- 
ject a  State  for  this  violation  of  principle?  How- 
ever unfortunate  it  may  be,  this  great  principle  of 
equality,  so  delightful  in  theory,  is  but  very  par- 
tially regarded  in  practice;  and  I  will  not  deny 
the  allegation,  when  it  is  asserted  that  necessity 
often  justifies  the  measure.    Then,  sir,  let  imperi- 
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necessity,  in  thi»  case,  also,  prefer  its  claim  to 
consideration. 

Bttt  I  am  at  some  lo««  to  coaceire  why  gentie- 
nwa  shoaid  arouse  all  their  sympathies  upon  this 
oceasioo,  when  they  permit  them  to  lie  dormant 
opon  the  same  fubject  in  relation  to  other  sections 
of  country,  in  which  their  power  would  not  be 
qoestionea.    Congress  has  the  express  pibwer,  sti|>* 
nlated  by  the  Constitution,  to  exercise  exclusive 
legislation  over  this  dii^ict  of  ten  miles  square. 
Here  slavery  is  still  sanctioned  by  law ;  and,  though 
we  have  ocular  demonstration  of  it  continually, 
the  slave  in  this  place  finds  no  advocate,     is  it  be- 
cause they  fear  no  political  rivalry  from  this  quar- 
ter?   To  interfere  with  State  sovereignty  upon 
this  subject,  is^  in  my  humble  opinion,  downright 
usurpauon  ;  but,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  con- 
taining a  population  of  30,000  souls,  and  probably 
as  many  slaves  as  the  whole  territory  of  Missouri, 
with  three  cities  increasing  rapidly  id  population, 
the  power  of  providing  for  their  emancipation  rests 
with  Congress  alone.     Whyj  then,  Mr.  President, 
let  me  ask,  why  all  this  sensibility,*this  commiser- 
ation, this  heart-rending  sympathy^  for  the  slaves 
of  Missouri,  and  this  cold  insensibiliCy,  this  eternal 
apathy  towards  the  slaves  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia 7    There  is  a  mystery  in  this  anxiety,  this  ex- 
citement of  popular  commotion  on  the  one  hand, 
and  this  utter  indifference  on  the  other,  which  it 
requires  a  casuist  to  divine.     Is  your  object  the 
emancipation  of  slaves?    No  one  pretends  that 
this  measure  will  diminish  the  numoer  of  slaves, 
unless^  by  this  very  singular  kind  of  humanity, 
you  diminish  their  comiort  to  such  a  degree  as  to 
OTcvant  the  increase  of  that  specie.^  of  population. 
rtoris  it  pretended  that  the  failure  of  this  favorite 
motion  for  restriction  will  enslave  a  solitary  indi- 
vidual of  the  human  race ;  though  we  have  wit- 
nessed that  strange  kind  of  sympathy  for  their  suf- 
ferings which  would  so  connrm  their  misery  as  to 
deprive  them  of  a  posterity.    For  my  own  part, 
Mr.  President,  1  do  not  well  comprehend  this  hu- 
manity.    I  would  prefer  a  different  exercise  of  this 
noble  principle.    Miserable  as  the  condition  of  the 
slave  may  be,  his  condition  is  yet  preferred  to  that 
of  annihilation.     He  finds  in  life  sufficient  charms 
to  induce  him  still  to  cleave  to  it ;  and  in  his  rising 
progeny  he  has  the  same  kind  of  satisfaction  that 
the  free  man   feels.     He  will   never  court  your 
srmpatfaies,  if  they  are  to  be  elicited  in  adding  con- 
fmefnent  to  servitude,  and  to  ultimate  in  annihila- 
tion.    Humanity  has  a  head   as  well  a"?  heart ; 
and  as  the  citizens  of  Missouri  have  the  same  right 
in   nature  to  govern  thetnselv«'s  that  any  others 
enjoy,  the  legitimate  exercise  of  this  principle  will 
be,  to  leave  them  to  the  enjoyment  of  that  right, 
and  they  will  decide  for  themselves  the  most  hih- 
mane  policy  to  be  pursued. 

But,  sir,  this  is  not  a  qaestion  of  slavery.  The 
simple  question  involved  is  this;  whether  I  shall 
have  an  equal  right  with  my  worthy  friend  from 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Roberts)  to  remove  with  my 
property  (slaves  and  all)  to  Missonri — a  common 
property,  purchased  by  the  common  treasure  of 
the  whole  Union ;  and  whether  my  constituents, 
the  citiMM*  of  Kentucky,  shall  enjoy  the  same 


right  with  the  citizens  of  Maine  to  inherit  this 
common  property,  with  all  their  effects.     I  am 
aware,  sir,  that,  by  some  means,  thi^  question  ha»' 
been  made  to  assume  the  appearance  of  a  quf-stion 
for  freedom  on  the  one  hand  and  slavery  on  the 
other.     From  the  popuhir  excitement  which  has 
manifested   itself  in  many  comraunitie»  at  the 
North,  I  am  warranted  in  this  conchnton.     Tiw 
mass  of  society  in  every  section  of  our  country  b 
righteous;  and  I  am  certain   the  expreasion   of 
their  sentiments  upon  this  subject,  bysoeh  worthy- 
and  honorable  citizens,  in  so  many  popular  meet- 
ings, has  been  upon  this  mistaken  view.     It  has* 
not   bcCft  the  clamor  of   intriguing   politicians, 
striving  for  an  ascendency  of  power,  provoking 
local  animosities  for  ambitious  purposes,  but  from 
a  misapprehension  of  the  main  questi«n  for  that  of 
slavery.     I  am  ready  to  aeknowledge  that  they 
have  shown  a  zeal  in  the  cause  of  liberty  whicn 
does  honor  to  their  hearts.     I  will  mention  a  case 
in  point :  A  very  wcrtliy  friend  of  mine,  who  ww 
always  an  enemy  to  staviiry,  and  had  made  per- 
sonal sacrifices  in  the  cause  of  emancipation,  was 
of  the  opinion  that  Congress  had  no  Constittitional 
right  to  impose  this  restriction.     He  received  a 
letter  from  an  intimate  friend  of  his  expressing 
much  surprise  on  learning  that  he  had  become  ati 
advocate  for  slavery.     In  his  reply,  he  denied  the 
charge  of  having  changed  his   sentiments;   but 
stated  his  reasons  for  the  opinion  which  he  held 
in  a  manner  which  would  have  done  honor  both 
to  the  head  and  heart  of  a  legislator.     He  con- 
ceived  the  Government  to  be  pledged,   by  the 
solemn  stipulation   of  the  treaty  of  cession   by 
which  that  territory  was  acquired,  to  admit  them 
into  the  Union ;  which  pledge  could  not  be  hon- 
orably redeemed,  if  conditions  were  imposed  which 
did  not  exist  in  relation  to  the  original  States. 
As  slavery  therein  had  been  sanctioned  bylaw 
while  It  remained  a  territory ;  and  as  citizens  of 
the  States,  holding  slaves,  had  purchased  lands 
from  the  Government,  in  that  territory,  under  the 
expecution  of  removing  to  it,  and  improving  it 
with  their  slaves,  he  conceived  it  to  be  an  act  of 
injustice  in  that  Oovcmmeat  to  require  a  condi- 
tion which  would  deprive  them  of  these  benefits. 
The  nower  of  Congress  to  admit  new  States  into 
the  Union,  he  conceived  to  be  no  other  than  that 
of  the  principle  of  the   Constitution  ;   whereby 
every  State  so  admitted  must  retain  the  same  sov- 
ereignty as  that  retained   by  the   States   which 
formed  the  Federal  compact;  and  as  those  States 
had  reserved  to  themselves  the  power  of  sanction- 
ing or  abolishing  slavery,  so  Missouri,  on  becoming 
a  State,  could  not  be  constitutionally  deprived  of 
that  power.     This  reasoning,  sir,  appears  to  me 
conclusive.     The  stipulations  of  the  treaty ;  the 
sanctions  under  which  the  lands  have  been  sold, 
and  the  nature  of  the  Constitution  itself,  in  regard 
to  State  sovereignties,  oppose  irresistible  obstacles 
to  the  restriction  proposed.     But  these  misunder- 
standings of  the  real  question  at  issue  are  unfortu- 
nate, as  they  produce  a  false  alarm  in  the  commu- 
nity.    Prejudices  thus  rivetted  upon  the  minds  of 
a  virtuous  people  are  calculated  to  array  one  part 
of  the  great  American  family  against  the  other, 
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without  the  hope  of  one  solitary  benefit  for  the  re- 
sult. Ambitious  men  may  gladly  seize  the  occa- 
sion to  court  pooularity  and  confidence;  but  rest 
assured  the  people  are  to  be  the  victims  of  their 
wiles. 

The  division  which  this  subject  produces  is  the 
more  to  be  deprecated  as  it  is  marked  by  geograph- 
ical lines.     The  mischievous  consequences  of  tnus 
pr^okine  jealousies  and  animosities  have  not  been 
sufficientiv  contemplated  by  the  patriot  and  stales- 
man.      The  inevitable  result  must  be  this:   you 
will  look  for  renience.  and  overlook  merU.     Public 
services  and  private  virtues  will  be  forgotten.    A 
demon  or  a  saint  will  equally  suit  your  purpose, 
till  the  favorite  object  is  accomplished.     Prejudice 
vrUl  blind  your  eyes  to  the  danger  of  bad  princi- 
ples;  and  while  laboring  in  vain  to   break  the 
manacles  of  others,  who  do  not  thank  you  for  the 
effort,  you  are  forcing  chains  for  yourselves,  that 
will  one  day  hold  you  in  bondage.     Heretofore 
we  have  divided  upon  the  principle  of  measures 
equally  affecting  every  part  o\  the  nation.    In  1798, 
when  measures  tending  to  consolidation,  threaten- 
ing the  liberty  of  speech  and  the  press,  were  pur- 
sued, no  geographical  lines,  marking  the  division  be- 
tween slavehofding  and  non-slaveholding  States, 
produced  the  sentiment  of  either  party.     The  strife 
was  betwixt  honest  and  patriotic  members  of  every 
community  and  every  village.     The  consequences 
were  often  unhappy  for  a  moment,  but  not  dan- 
gerous to  the  whole  family.     The  enmities  which 
It  occasioned  were  temporary,  and  would  soon  die 
.  a  natural  death.     But,  when  local  residence  be- 
comes the  occasion  of  deep-rooted  animosities,  the 
consequences  are   always  dangerous,   and   often 
fatal.      Why,  then,  attempt  a  dangerous  course, 
when  necessity  does  not  denund  it?    There  is 
nothing  in  the  legitimate  exercise  of  the  powers 
of  the  General  Government,  touching  any  of  the 
objects  of  the  Confederacy,  which  requires  a  sin- 
gle allusion  to  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  Sutes. 
Once  in  ten  years  it  may  possibly  have  its  influ- 
ence in  fixing  the  ratio  ot  representation ;  and  I 
believe,  at  the  last  census,  the  slaveholding  Sutes 
lost  several  Representatives,  by  the  superior  man- 
agement of  the  other  States,  in  leaving  the  great- 
est fraction  upon  them.     But,  this  being  accidental 
and  temporary,  was  no  subject  of  contention. 

On  the  present  occasion,  sir,  you  attempt  impos- 
sibilities. You  may  injure,  but  you  cannot  benefit, 
the  black  population.  If  ever  they  enjoy  freedom,' 
their  emancipation  must  be  gradual ;  and  it  must 
be  preceded  by  a  progressive  amelioration  of  th^ir 
condition,  to  prepare  them  for  liberty.  The  more 
you  suffer  them  to  disperse,  the  more  rapidly  yOu 
will  accelerate  this  desirable  state  of  things.  The 
energies  of  the  Christian  world  are  now  combined 
in  the  diffusion  of  evangelical  light,  and  the  prin- 
ciples which  it  inculcates  are  every  day  relaxing 
the  bonds  of  slavery. 

Providence,  all  wise  and  inscrutable  in  its  ways, 
IS  gradually  effecting  the  ultimate  object  of  our 
wishes  which  your  ill-timed  interposition  is  cal- 
culated only  to  retard.  Individual  exertion,  act- 
ing in  concert,  can  alone  prepare  the  way.  En- 
courage Sunday  schooU ;  multiply  Bible  societies ; 
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j  increase  missionary  exertions  ;  animate  to  deeds  of 
benevolence,  abolition  societies,  and  perfect  the  sys- 
tem of  colonization.  Then  trust  the  kind  providence 
of  God  for  the  result,  and  you  will  perform  the 
duties  of  Christians  and  patriots,  in  the  service  of 
God  and  his  creatures.     But,  till  you  can  change 
the  spots  of  the  leopard,  you  cannot  change  the 
condition  of  the  slaves,  by  the  illegitimate  mea- 
sures now  proposed.     You  may  violate  the  Con- 
stitution—-you  may  impair  the  social  compact  by 
encroacj^ng  upon  the  sovereignty  of  the  States, 
which  iT the  palladium  of  our  liberties — ^you  may 
touch  the  right  of  property  under  the  pretext  of 
letting  the  captive  go  free ;  you  may  essay  to  bind 
the   people  of  Missouri,  by  prescribing  to   them 
conditions  of  legislation  ;  but  your  effort  will  be 
fruitless.   You  risk  much  and  gain  nothing.    The 
people  of  Missouri  are  Americans.    They  have  the 
right  of  self-government,  and  they  will  govern 
themselves.    You  may  prepare  chains  for  them, 
but,  like  Sampson's  cords,  they  will  be  as  tow, 
and  fall  asunder  like  ropes  of  sand.     These  people 
are  descendants  of  freemen.     They  are  of  the  old 
stock,  who  achieved  your  independence ;  and  they 
will  be  free.     Do  you  hope  to  abridge  their  sover- 
eignty?   Their  character  is  a  pledge  that  they 
will  not  yield  their  rights. 

Whatever  may  be  our  anxiety  for  universal  free- 
dom, it  is  very  certain  that  no  sudden  change  can 
be  effected.     To  attempt  impossibilities  will  only 
expose  our  folly.     God  himself  has  taught  us  to 
wait  patiently  the  operations  of  time,  by  his  own 
example,  in  six  days  employment  in  the  formation 
of  the  world;  and  while  we  find  sufficient  evil  to 
awaken  all  our  sensibilities,  we  should  remember 
that  man  cannot  renovate  the  world  in  one  day. 
In  the  moral  world,  we  see  vices  and  crimes;  m 
the  religious  world,  persecutions  and  martyrdoms  j 
in  the  political  world,  despotism  and  convulsions ;/ 
in  the  physical  world,  earthquakes  and  tornadoes.A 
Who  can  renovate  the  heart  of  the  vicious,  and^ 
chasten  the  thoughts  of  the  wicked  ?    Who  can 
sustain   the  martyr  upon   the  cross?    Who  can 
hush  the  tempest  in  the  political  world,  or  control 
the  destinies  of  nature  ?    He  only,  who  holds  the 
winds  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand.     I  charge  you, 
then,  to  let  patience  have  its  perfect  work;  and 
do  not  rashly  disturb  the  balance  of  thi»  harmoni- 
ous political  system.     If  you  do,  the  blood  will  be 
upon  your  own  heads.     I  have  unshaken  confi- 
dence in  the  Providence  of  God,  that  he  will,  in 
his  goodness,  provide  the  ways  and  means  of  de- 
liverance from  this  great  evil,  and  that  he  will  do 
it  without  violence  or  compulsion.    But  we  are 
to  choose  the  time,  and  effect  in  a  day  what  can- 
not be  accomplished  in  years,  without  a  miracle; 
and  this  is  to  oe  done  without  respect  to  either  the 
sentiments  or  rights  of  our  neighbors.     Instead  of 
satisAring  ourselves  with  the  happy  condition  in 
which  a  xind  Providence  has  placea  us,  we  are  to 
aspire,  like  our  first  parents  in  Eden,  to  become  as 
gods ;  and,  for  the  sake  of  giving  law  to  others, 
independent  as  ourselves,  we  are  to  set  the  whole 
nation  in  a  state  of  commotion.     Beware,  le«t,  like 
them,  you  should  experience  a  sad  reverse,  and  en- 
tail the  curse  upon  posterity.    We  are  to  become 


■V 


355 


m 
m 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


356 


Senate. 


Admi$9ion  of  Maine  and  AfUwuri. 


'h 


I 


II 

if 
•  I 


FeBBDARY,  1820.. 


constitution-makers,  and  give  both  the  text  and 
commentary.  I  was  taught  to  believe  in  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Revolutionary  patriots,  vox  pojndi  vox 
Dei,  but  now  the  maxim  is  too  antiquated  to  be 
regarded.  I  have  been  a  disciple  of  the  old  school, 
which  taught  us  to  believe  that  all  power  belonged 
to  the  people ;  and  have  ever  admired  the  beauti- 
ful fabric  of  this  Western  empire,  because  it  was 
calculated  to  secure  the  exercise  of  this  power  to 
each  State,  while  it  delegated  to  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment a  sufficient  portion,  to  provide  for  the 
common  safety,  and  secure  the  harmonp  of  its 
several  parts ;  but  this  harmony  is  now  to  be  dis- 
turbed ;  this  magna  chnrta  of  our  rights  is  to  be 
broken ;  this  fair  fabric  is  to  be  shaken,  to  gratify 
the  lust  of  power  ;  and  Congress,  deriving  all  its 
authoritv  from  the  States,  is  to  prescribe  to  the 
States  the  limits  of  their  Constitutional  preroga- 
tive. I  would  not  impeach  the  political  sagacity 
of  this  body ;  but  such  is  my  conndence  in  the  vir- 
tue and  talents  of  the  community,  that,  in  my 
opinion,  every  ten  miles  square  in  the  United 
States  is  as  competent  as  the  whole  collected  wis- 
dom of  the  nation  to  frame  a  constitution.  Com- 
petent or  not,  the  people  of  Missouri  have  the 
right,  and  they  must  exercise  it  without  any  re- 
striction which  is  not  common  to  all  the  States. 
If  you  begin  to  prescribe  restrictions,  you  may  pur- 
sue the  course  without  limitation  or  control.  You 
may  prescribe  the  qualifications  of  electors  and 
candidates ;  the  powers  and  or^nization  of  every 
branch  of  their  government,  till  self-government 
is  lost,  and  their  liberty  is  but  an  empty  name. 
The  doctrine,  sir,  is  alarming.  But  one  security 
from  its  baleful  influence  is  in  the  independence  of 
the  people.  They  will  not  submit,  ft  is  not  the 
question  whether  the  thing  required  is  right  or 
wrong  in  itself,  but  whether  you  have  the  r^ht  to 
impose  it.  The  principle  of  taxation,  or  the 
amount  levied,  had  no  influence  in  bringing  on  the 
American  Revolution  ;  bu:  the  right  of  Parlia- 
ment, in  which  the  colonies  had  no  representation, 
to  impose  the  tax.  They  persisted,  and  a  bloody 
war  ensued  ;  and  the  decision  was  in  favor  of  that 
side  where  justice  was. 

I  exhort  to  moderation  and  Justice.  Look  at 
the  starving  poor  in  En^and.  Hear  the  clanking 
chains  of  despotism  throughout  Europe,  Asia,  and 
Africa.  The  cries  of  oppression  are  heard  in 
every  region,  and  the  cause  of  injured  humanity 
rends  every  American  bosom.  But  will  our  com- 
miseration justify  our  interference  ?  Shall  we  be- 
come a  nation  of  knight-errants,  and  involve  the 
country  in  war  with  all  the  rest  of  the  world  to 
establish  free  government  in  other  quarters  of  the 
globe?  We  may  pity  other  nations,  but  we  have 
no  right  to  intermeddle  with  their  policies;  and  to 
attempt  it  would  be  the  extreme  of  madnt-ss.  Still 
more  cautious  should  we  be  about  intermeddling 
with  the  right  of  property  and  self^overnment  in 
Missouri.  In  so  doing,  you  will  jeopardize  the 
harmony  of  the  Union,  which  may  possibly  ulti- 
mate in  a  civil  war.  Recollect,  Greece  was  de- 
coyed by  division,  and  Rome  by  consolidation. 
Then  let  us  be  content  with  our  inheritance,  and 
profit  by  their  example ;  lest,  in  our  zeal  to  per- 


1  form  what  we  cannot  accomplish,  we  one  day  be- 
come what  Greece  and  Rome  now  are. 

I  will  readily  admit,  sir,  that  the  non-slavehold- 
in^   States  are  composed  of  brave  and  virtuous 
citizens;  but  merit  does  not  exclusively  attach  to' 
them.     We  will  not  .shrink  from  the  comparison, 
whether  we  look  at  periods  or  principles — tne  Rev- 
olution, the  late  war  ;  internal  policy.  Republican 
principles,  moral  character,  or  religious  practice. 
,  The  authors  of  this  discussion  are  welcome  to  all 
!  the  advantages  they  can  derive  from  the  compar- 
j  ison.     There  is  no  essential  difference  of  character 
j  among  all  the  different  sections  of  this  community. 
j  A  general  coincidence  of  sentiment   strengthens 
I  their  mutual  attachments,  which  I  trust  the  demon 
j  of  discord  will  never  be  able  to  dissolve.     Yes,  sir, 
j  the  Union  is  founded  in  the  affections  of  the  peo- 
ple, cemented  by  the  bloodof  our  fathers,  endeared 
by  common  suffering,  and  secured   by  common 
interest.     Future  generations,  remembering   that 
their  fathers  mingled  their  blood  in  one  common 
cause,  and  their  ashes  in  one  common  urn,  will 
still  feel  like  brothers,  when  ambition  shall  Rave 
wasted  ds  efforts ;  and  the  blessings  of  the  Confed- 
eracy shall  be  long  enjoyed,  after  oblivion  shall 
have  drawn  a  veil  over  the  disturbers  of  its  peace, 
The  history  of  other  nations  is  before  us,  and  they 
should   be  marked  as  beacons  of  warning.     Re- 
member the  unhappy  record  of  the  ten  tribes  of 
Israel,  and  the  miserable  consequences,  whenever 
you  contemplate  the  effects  of  local  jealousies. 
Before  we  are  aware,  we  are  too  apt  to  excite  our 
own  passions  as  well  as  others,  and  rush  precipi- 
tately into  measures  which  will  leave  us  to  regret 
our  folly  when  it  shall  be  too  late  to  retract. 

But   another   cause  of   complaint   is    recently 
brought  to  li^ht.     In  the  ratio  of  representation  and 
direct  taxation,  three-fifths  of  the  .slaves  are  enu- 
merated.   The  Constitution  was  framed  by  patriots 
of  the  Revolution ;  and  the  principles  of  that  event 
were  too  deeply  engraven  upon  their  minds  to  suffer 
them  to  separate  the  ratio  of  representation  from 
that  of  taxation  ;  and,  by  mutual  compromise,  the 
ratio  was  settled  by  all  the  States  as  we  now  have 
it.    But,  in  the  organization  of  this  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  there  is  a  total  departure  from  this 
rule.     Upon  what  principle  does  the  little  Slate  of 
Delaware  send  two  members  to  this  body,  and  the 
great  State  of  New  York  send  no  more  ?    This 
also  was  settled  upon  a  principle  of  compromise. 
It  is,  that  State  sovereignties  may  be  here  repre- 
sented, and,  in  the  Confederacy,  the  States  are  all 
equal.     The  Federal  character  is  here  preserved  ; 
and,  in  the  other  House,  the  Representative  char- 
ac^pr.     In  one  House,  every  Sute  is  equal ;  in  the 
other,  every  individual ;  and  none  would  wish  it 
otherwise. 

In  what  way,  I  would  ask,  is  the  just  principle 
of  representation  violated,  by  uking  three-fifths  of 
the  slaves  into  the  calculation  ?  Tie  answer  is 
given,  because  slaves  have  no  political  rights. 
And  what  political  rights  have  the  female  and  the 
minor?  And  how  many  free  persons  of  full  age 
are  excluded  from  the  exercise  of  the  elective  fran- 
chise in  the  different  States?  Yet  all  are  taken 
into  the  enumeration  as  the  basis  for  representa- 
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tion.  Why?  Because  they  are  also  taken  into 
the  enumeration  for  taxation;  so  also  are  three- 
fifths  of  the  siav€s  taken  mto  the  enumeration  as 
the  basis  for  taxation,  and  of  course  for  representa- 
tion. In  the  one  case  no  complaint  is  made,  but 
in  the  other  injustice  is  urged.  Every  argument, 
true  or  false,  must  be  brought  to  bear  upon  this 
subject;  which,  m  the  end,  will  effect  nothinip,and 
u,  m  fact,  worse  than  nothing. 

There  is  another  article  of  the  Constitution, 
which  IS  thought  to  have  some  relation  to  this  in- 
tended restriction.     "Congress  .shall  guaranty  to 
each  State  a  Republican  form  of  government ;" 
and  here  we  have  a  controlling  power.     SuppoM 
then,  you  erect  your  standard  of  Republicamsm! 
and  revise  the  constitutions  of  the  different  States. 
Vugmia  requires  a  freehold  qualification   in  the 
voter.     DicUle  to  her  better  principles.     Most  of 
the  other  Sutes  require  some  property  qualifica- 
tion.    Change  their  constitutions,  and   proclaim 
annual  elections  and  universal  suffrage,  such  as 
we  have  in  Kentucky,  where  every  person  is  equal ; 
and  the  beggar  (if  such  a  being  can  be  found  there) 
has  as  good  a  vote  as  the  man  of  wealth.   Attempt 
these  things,  and  you  will  have  enough  to  do;  but 
you  may  accomplish  it  as  easily,  and  upon  as  fair 
Constitutional  ground,  as  the  restriction  upon  Mis- 
souri.    The  fact  is,  we  shall  be  better  employed  in 
confinmg  ourselves  to  the  great  objects  of  the  Con- 
federacy, and  leave  every  State  to  manage  its  own 
concerns. 

Philosophers  have  said  much  upon  the  theory  of 
colors,  and  especially  upon   the  variety  of  com- 
plexion in  the  human  species.     It  is  contended  by 
some  that  the  black  man,  the  red  man,  and  the 
white  man,  originally  sprang  from  different  ances- 
tors: by  others,  that  all  sprang  from  one  common 
stock ;  and  the  last  theory  is  supported  by  revela- 
tion.    It  is  further  believed,  that  the  difference  of 
color,  from  the  slightest  shade  to  the  deepest  black 
is  owing  principally  to  climate,  and  the  different 
degrees  of  heat  to  which  they  have  been  for  many 
ages  exposed.    To  whatever  cause  it  may  be  owing 
the  difference  does  now  exist;  and  it  is  as  well 
known  that  a  universal  prejudice  also  exists  as  to 
the  color  of  the  African,  which  in  a  great  measure 
deprives  him  of  the  blessings  of  freedom  when 
emancipated.    Till  this  prejudice  is  eradicated,  or 
tUl  the  Ethiopian  shall  change  his  skin,  his  free- 
dom is  nominal  in  every  part  of  the  United  Slates. 
If  not,  where  is  the  black  man  of  the  North  ?  Like 
the  red  man,  he  is  nearly  extinct.    If  your  human- 
ity has  conquered  your  prejudice,  till  you  know  no 
color,  where  are  your  magistrates,  your  governors 
your  representatives,  of  the  black  population  ?   Yoii 
proclaim  them  e^ual,  but  you  are  still  their  law- 
givers; we  see  none  of  them  in  the  National  Le- 
gislature, nor  hear  of  them  in  vour  State  govern- 
ments.    The  prejudices  which  these  distinctions 
of  color  create  cannot  be  overcome  in  a  moment 
and   we  should  contentedly   wait  that    gradual 
change  m  the  moral  world— that  slow  but  certain 
progress  of  improvement,  which  will  one  day  give 
universal  liberty  to  the  race  of  Adam. 

One  insurmountable,  I  may  say  omnipotent  bar- 
rier wrth  us,  against  this  sudden  revolution,  is,  the 
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number  of  our  slaves.  It  would  produce  conrul- 
sions  and  derangements,  destructive  to  the  morals 
and  safety  of  the  whole  community.  But  liberty 
has  charms,  and  so  has  music ;  but  was  there  any- 
thing captivating  in  Nero's  harp  while  Rome  was 
enveloped  m  flames?  Let  the  safety  of  the  com- 
monwealth be  first  secured,  and  then  extend  the 
blessings  of  freedom  as  time  shall  prepare  them  to 
enjoy  it,  with  advantage  to  themselves  and  tran- 
quillity to  the  State. 

The»sages  of  our  Revolution  were  not  so  con- 
scientious as  to  make  emancipation  a  sine  qua  wn 
to  a  Union  against  British  encroachments;  nor 
did  they  ever  think  of  interfering  in  the  subject  of 
slavery  with  the  States.     That  was  left  with  Ood 
and  the  consciences  of  those  interested.    Slave- 
holders and  others  could  march  under  one  stand- 
ard   in    the   common    cause.     Washington    and 
Greene  could  move  in  perfect  concert  of  action ; 
Hancock  and  Jefferson  could  act  in  harmony  of 
council,  without  one  discordant  pa«ion  on  this 
account.    Nor  did  the  wise  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution essay  to  give  it  the  slightest  touch.    Even 
a  pirt  of  the  New  England  States  voted  against 
the  power  of  Congress  to  check  the  importaUon  of 
slaves  for  tvventy  years.     But  now,  when  all  politi- 
cal animosities  are  subsiding,  and  every  angry 
passion  is  sinking  to  rest,  the  golden  apple  must 
be  thrown.     Political  power  and  personal  aggran- 
dizement must  arise,  and  light  the  torch  of  discord 
among  this  happy,  this  virtuous,  this  affectionate 
people.     Keep  in  mind  the  theory  of  our  General 
Government.     We  have  no  original  powers.    We 
act  as  an  agent  would  under  a  special  power  of 
attorney;  and  the  Constitution  is  the  charter  by 
which  we  act.     The  powers  delegated  are  there 
defined.     Those  not  expressly  delegated,  are  re- 
served to  the  States,  or  to  the  people.     To  trans- 
cend the  powers  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  is 
to  violate  the  rights  of  the  States  and  of  the  peo- 
ple.   Congress  hare  no  power  delegated  to  them    ' 
by  the  Constitution  to  impose  a  restriction  like 
this  upon  any  of  the  States;  nor  can  it  be  pre- 
tended, unless  by  that  kind  of  legerdemain  con- 
struction which  would  make  Congress  omnipotent, 
and  render  the  sovereignties  a  mere  shadow,  that 
this  text  book  of  the  American  statesman  contains 
a  single  clause  even  hinting  at  the  delegation  of 
this  power.     The  imposition   of  thb  restriction 
upon  Missouri,  then,  would  be  a  violation  of  Ae 
Constitution;  and,  however  plausible  the  pretext, 
the  principle  is  equally  dangerous  to  the  XJnion. 

I  have  entertained  doubts  as  to  the  wisdom  of 
the  organization  of  this  body  in  the  tenure  of  of- 
fice. Six  years  I  have  thought  too  lorig;  that  the 
member  did  not  feel  sufficient  responsibility  to  the 
elective  principle.  But.  on  this  interesting  occa- 
sion, I  can  see  great  evils,  which  we  have  it  in  our 
power  more  effectually  to  prevent,  and  thus  give 
proof  to  the  world  that  we  are  worthy  of  this 
trust.  The  examples  of  Greece,  of  Carthage,  and 
of  Rome  show  us  the  danger  of  being  moved  by  a 
momentary  excitement  of  popular  passion;  but, 
when  time  for  sober  reasoning  shall  nave  elapsed, 
the  popular  sentiment,  the  result  of  dispassionate 
deliberation,  most  jxerait.  This  body  is  peculiarlf 
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fonned  for  that  deliberation ;  and  when  I  behold 
around  me  those  who  have  gone  through  the  grad- 
ation of  every  office  of  honor  and  of  trust— who 
have  withstood  every  trial,  and  now  bear  upon 


their  hoary  heads  the  crown  of  honor-elected  bv    ^^"*'"''/'^/'^\P*!i!'°A '  "°**  ^^^  petition  was 
their  fellow-citizens  to  th.«  station,  I  feela  con-  '  '^'  '?r^  '"5^"*^  f  the  Committee  on  Pens.ons. 


their  fellow-citizens  to  this  station,  I  feel  a  con- 
fidence that  they  will  sustain  the  cause  of  the 
Union.  Then,  when  this  excitement  shall  subside, 
the  deliberate,  settled  sentiment  of  the  people  will 
justify  your  decision.     But,  should  your  determi- 


Weoneadat,  February  2. 
Mr.  Dana  presented  the  petition  of  James  Lar- 
kins,  of  the  town  of  Durham,  in  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, praying  a  pension ;  and  the  petition  was 


nation  to  effect  this  restriction  so  completely  over-   ^^S^^^^^u.  rT'  ,  ^f°''^^  r"^*''   """^   "^ 
come  every  consideration  of  r^rht,  thit  vou  deem  i  ^"J^o  7^^  "^^'^  and  rwolution  were  r«ui 


— -»«--•• -w^.v***   •i'v     vv#aAApa«.i^;a J    W»C^|- 

come  every  consideration  of  right,  that  you  deem 
it  paramount  to  all  constitution  and  compact,  you 
will  pay  dearly  for  the  object.  Victory  will  be 
Worse  than  a  defeat.  You  will  violate  the  plight- 
ed faith  of  the  nation,  under  the  sacred  sanction 
of  your  own  laws,  which  have  heretofore  held  out 


—  J "^      -— -w       -w  w>'4a*««%»v^      VfH      M.    VAA47a\^tA0« 

Mr.  Vah  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Benja- 
min Mortimer,  of  Connecticut,  praying  a  pension, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that 
the    prayer^  of   the    petitioner  ought   not   to  be 


Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Crawford,  of  Bridgewater,  in  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire,  praying  a  pension;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the  memorial  of  the 


an  mvitation  to  the  citizens  of  every  section  of  the    p  *^':  ^*'*  ^7^  presented  the  memorud  of  the 
country  to  embrace   the  advantage  wh^^h  this  !  nT***"^"**  P^^'^"  ^^  »»>«  .<-he«peake  and 
newly  acquired  wilderness  promi^.     You  will  i  ^^^""^^  ^^""^  Company,  praying  the  aid  of  the 
vioUte  the  .solemn  stipulations  of  the  treaty  by    ^^"""^S"       >  *°*^  the  memorial  was  read, 
which  this  territory  wa^ gained.    You  wiU  violat^  '      ^l'  ^^^}'\P^^^^^^^^^rnoTi^\  o(  the  Le- 
the Constitution  of  the  ifnited  States,  that  sacred  '  P''*'"'*'  °I  '^^  ^i**t°^  ^°*^'*°*'  P"»y*°?  ^"^  °° 
instrument  which  once  had  power  to  compose  ihe    '^y,"^*^  ^  P^^^^  changing  the  terms  of  sale  of 
jarring  interests  and  passions  of  the  nation:  the    Kl,*"  ^"H'^*'  f"**  "-^Pr^nt'ng  ^^  mjurioi^  effects 
oflsprmg  of  our  former  suffering;  the  pledge  of  i  o '*,  '"*''*  ^  IV  '^°"''^  ^""^  "P*"i  **"*  Western 
our  future  harmony  ;  and  the  standing  bulwark  of    tn1i^^;^l.^  °^"°^".V.  ^  ^<*.  "^  ^^^^^ 
our  liberty  and   independence.    You  will  aUrm    *°w    S>°""°'"^  °°  ^"'*''*^  't*"'*'' 
the  fears  and  destroy  the  confidence  of  the  States,    p  ^'^     ^''J'l  P'^"*tl  »^«  memorial  of  the 
by  abridging  their  prerogatives  and  usurping  their    *^'*"J^7*  »°<*.  ^""^  of  Managers  of  the  Ameri- 
rights.    You  will  check  the  progress  of  huiMnitv     ?"  ^'o'»«*»>OQ  Society    praymg  the  aid  of  the 
and  .strengthen  the  chains  of  &e  cantive     You    ^o^""™«nt  and  an  act  of  mcorporation  ;  and  the 

will  prolong  the  time  of  slavery,  and  augment  its    "Tk°"r  "^"f  '^^^     ^     i.  •.        • 

«„:u      V :ii  j:.:j    .l         r  "«   .      «'"        The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 


evils.  You  will  divide  the  sentiments  and  affec- 
tions by  hills  and  dales,  by  rivers  and  mountains, 
and  by  imaginary  lines,  drawn  only  for  conveni- 
ence, and  not  for  hostility.  You  will  excite  to 
action  every  discordant  passion  of  the  soul ;  pro- 
duce jargon,  animosity,  and  strife,  which  may 
eventuate  in  murder  and  devastation.  And  shall 
1  proceed  to  enumerate  the  crimes  which^  belong  to 
this  black  catalogue?  The  heart  sickens,  the 
tongue  falters,  and  I  forbear.  Ponder  well  your 
doings;  let  wisdom  and  justice  direct  you ;  confine 
your  measures  to  the  legitimate  object  of  the  confed- 
eracy.  a°d  we  are  still  a  united  and  happy  people. 

When  Mr.  Johnson  had  concluded 

No  other  gentleman  rising  to  speak,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  on  the  restrictive  amendment  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Roberts,  which  is  in  the  following 
words:  "Provided,  also,  that  the  further  introduc- 

♦  tjon  into  the  said  State  of  persons  to  be  held  in 

♦  slavery  or  involuntary  servitude  within  the  same 

'  shall  be  absolutely  and  irrevocably  prohibited;'' and 
decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Tim— MeMrs.  Burrill,  Dana,  DickerwHi,  King  of 
New  York,  Lowrie,  Mellen,  Morril,  Noble,  0tj«,  Hob- 
•rta.  Rugglea,  S.nford,  Tajrior.  Tichenor.  Trimbl*, 
and  Wilaon— 16. 

vif'*"~*^'*""'  ^"^o^  Brown,  Eaton,  Edwards, 
EUiot,  Gaillard,  Hunter,  Johnaon  of  Kentucky,  John- 
•on  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama.  Lanman.  Leake, 
^oyd,  Logan,  Macon,  Palmer,  Parrott.  Pinkney, 
neaaanu,  Su.ith.  8tokea,  'Ihomaa,  Van  D.ke,  Wai- 
ker  of  AlaLama.  Walker  of  Georgia,  WUliama  of  Mi*. 
Mwppi,  and  WiUiams  of  TeanauM 27. 


motions  of  the  1st  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  of  Finance  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  reviving  the  law  making  foreign  gold 
coins  a  tender,  and  of  providing  by  law  for  the 
payment  of  the  Mississippi  stock  by  the  isstie  of 
Treasury  notes ;  and  AgT»^  thereto. 

MAINE  AND  MI8S0URL 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  Maine  and  Missouri  bills. 

Mr.  Bl'rrill,  of  Rhode  Island,  moved  to  amend 
the  fifth  section  of  the  amendment  respecting  Mis- 
souri, wherein  it  is  provided,  that  the  constitution, 
whenever  formed,  "shall  be  republican,  and  not 
repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States," 
by  adding  to  this  provision  the  following  clause: 
"  nor  to  the  three  first  articles  of  compact  in  the 
*  ordinance  of  the  13th  of  July,  1787,  between  the 
'  original  States  and  the  people  and  States  of  the 
'  territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio." 

The  three  articles  of  the  ordinance  of  1787  here 
referred  to  are  as  follow: 

Art.  1.  No  peraon  demeaning  himself  in  a  peacea- 
ble and  orderly  manner  shall  ever  be  moleated  on 
account  of  hia  mode  of  worship  or  religioua  seoti- 
menu  in  the  aaid  territory. 

Art  3.  The  inhabiunts  of  the  said  territory  shall 
always  be  entitled  to  the  benefiu  of  the  writ  of  ha- 
beas eorpot,  and  of  the  trial  by  jury  ;  of  a  proportion- 
tionate  repreaeiiUtion  of  the  people  in  the  Legialatwe, 
and  of  judicial  proceedings  according  to  the  coarae  of 
the  common  law.  All  peraona  shali  be  bailable,  an- 
less  for  capital  offences,  where  the  proof  ahall  be  ev»-  < 
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dent,  or  the  pre«imptien  great     All  fines  shali  be 
moderate ;  and  no  cruel  or  aniMaal  punishments  ahall 
be  inflicted.     No  man  ahall  be  deprired  of  his  liberty 
or  property  but  by  the  judgment  of  bis  peers,  or  the 
kw  of  the  land ;  and  abould  the  public  exigeaciea 
Aake  it  necessary,  for  the  common   preservation,  to 
take  any  person's  property,  or  to  demand  bu  particu- 
^  lar  services,  full  compensation  ahall  be  made  for  the 
aame.     And.  in  the  just  preservation  ef  righu  and 
property,  it  is  understood  and  declared,  that  no  law 
ought  ever  to  be  mads,  or  have  force  in  the  said  terri- 
*-tory,  that  shall,  in   any  manner  whatever,  interfere 
with  or  affect  private  contracU  or  engagemenU,  bona 
fide,  and  without  fraud,  previously  formed. 

Art.  8.  Religion,  morality,  and  knowledge,  being 
necessary  to  good  government  and  the  happiness  of 
mankind,  schools  and  the  means  of  education  shall 
forever  be  encouraged.  The  utmost  good  faith  shall 
always  be  obeerved  towsrds  the  Indians  ;  their  lands 
and  property  shall  never  be  uken  from  them  without 
their  consent ;  and  in  their  property,  righU,  and  lib- 
erty, they  never  ahall  be  invaded  or  disturbed,  unless 
in  just  and  lawful  wara  authorised  by  Congreas  ;  but 
laws  founded  in  justice  and  humanity  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  be  made,  for  preventing  wrongs  being 
done  to  them,  and  for  preserving  peace  and  friendahip 
with  them.  ^ 

Mr.  Burrill  followed  his  motion  with  a  speech 
of  considerable  length  in  its  support ;  after  which, 
the  subject  was,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Lowrie, 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 


THCBsnAY,  FebnwJy  3. 

Mr.  Sanforo,  from  the  Committee  of  Finance, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  President,  Directors,  and  Com- 
pany of  the  Merchants'  Bank  of  Newport,  in 
Rhode  Island ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Rdgoles  communicated  the  following  res- 
olutions of  the  State  of  Ohio,  which  were  read : 

"  Whereas  the  existence  of  slavery  in  our  country 
must  be  considered  a  national  calamity,  as  well  as  a 
great  moral  and  political  evil ;  and  whereas  the  ad- 
mission of  slavery  within  the  new  States  or  Tsrrito- 
riea  of  the  United  States  is  fraught  with  the  moat  per- 
nicious consequences,  and  calculated  to  endanger  the 
peace  and  prosperity  of  our  country;  therefore, 

Raohed,  That  our  Senators  and  Representatives 
in  Congrese  be  requested  to  use  their  utmost  exer- 
tions to  prevent  the  admission  or  introduction  of 
alavery  into  any  of  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  new  State  that  may  hereafter  be  ad- 
milted  into  the  Union." 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of  George 
Love,  the  only  son  and  heir  of  Thomas  Love,  who 
was  a  surgeon  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
during  the  Revolutionary  war,  praying  compensa- 
tion lor  his  services ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  W.  C.  Kausler,  supercargo  of  the  Danish 
Brig  Nordberg,  praying  restitution  of  the  amount 
of  duties  paid  on  the  cargo  of  said  brig,  for  reasons 
stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  S^ate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 


report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Mortimer 
ol  Connecucut  praying  a  pension ;  and,  in  concur- 
rence therewith,  resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  ne- 
titioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
[  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  «An 
act  making  appropriations  to  supply  the  deficiency 
in  the  appropriations  heretofore  made  for  the  com- 
pletion ol  the  repairs  of  the  north  and  south  wings 
ot  the  Capitol,  lor  finishing  the  President's  hoi^, 
and  the  erection  of  two  new  Executive  offices" 
and  no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto  it 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

«rT^®  ^5°*^  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  declaring  the 
consent  of  Couctcss  to  the  admission  of  theState 
of  Maine  into  the  Union ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr 
Mellen,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  the  sale  of  public  lands  J  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Conamittee  of  the 
W  hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  McDonald,  admin- 
istrator of  James  McDonald,  deceased,  late  cap- 
tain m  the  Army  of   the  United  States;"   and 

*^*  .  HT!"""  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Thursday  next, 

titT^*  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
I  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bUl  to  continue  in 
force  the  act  passed  on  the  twentieth  day  of  April 
1818.  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act' 
entitled  'An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties 
on  importa  and  tonnage,  passed  the  second  day  of 
March,  1799,"  together  with  the  amendment  re- 
ported thereto,  by  the  Committee  on  Finance;  and 
the  amendment  having  been  agreed  to,  the  hiU 
was  reported  to  the  House  amended  accordingly 
and  the  amendment  having  been  concurred  in,  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Anthony  S.  Delisle,  Edward  B.  Dudley,  and 
John  M.  Van  Cleef ;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  estaUiah 
an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  thtotighout  the 
United  States;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Wednesday  next 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  altering 
the  times  for  holding  the  court  of  the  United  Stat» 
for  the  western  district  of  Pennsylvania  ;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  imtil 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  rdief 
of  Mark  Richards ;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Wednesday  next 
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The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

^Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill   confirming 

-Anthony  Cavalier  and  Peter  Petit  in  their  claim 

to  a  tract  of  land  ;  and  the  further  coneideration 

thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Anthony  Burk;" 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

.Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 

of  Jennings  O'Bannon ;  and  no  amendment  having 

been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House, 

and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Ether  Shipley,  administrator  of 
Thomas  Buckminster,  late  lieutenant  in  the  thirty- 
third  regimenU-of  United  States  infantry ;"  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  remit  the 
duties  on  a  statue  of  George  Washington  ;  and 
no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  it  was 
reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

'Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  for  the  relief 

of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  a  late 

campaign  against  the  Seminole  Indians ;  and  the 

further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  this 
subject — Mr.BoRRiLL's  motion  (offered yesterday) 
still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  withdrew  his  amendment  for  the 
purpose  of  allowing  a  different  amendment  to  be 
offered  ;  when,  accordingly, 

Mr.  Thomas,  of  Illinois,  submitted  the  following 
additional  section,  as  an  amendment  to  the  Mis- 
souri bill,  (which,  it  was  proposed,  by  a  report  of 
the  Judiciary  Committee,  to  incorporate  with  the 
Maine  bill,)  viz : 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all  that  tract 
of  country  ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States,  un- 
der the  name  of  Louisiana,  which  lies  north  of  thirty- 
aix  degrees  and  thirty  minutes  north  latitude,  except- 
ing only  such  part  thereof,  as  is  included  within  the 
limits  of  the  State  contemplated  by  this  act,  th*re  shall 
be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntAry  servitude  otherwise 
than  in  the  punishment  of  crimes  where^  the  party 
shall  have  been  duly  convicted :  Provided  always. 
That  any  person  escaping  into  the  same,  from  whom 
labor  or  service  is  lawfully  claimed  in  any  State  or  Ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States,  such  fugitive  may  be  law- 
iolly  reclaimed,  and  conveyed  to  the  person  claiming 
his  or  her  labor  or  service  as  aforesaid. " 

The  amendment  having  been  read,  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Thomas,  postponed  to  Monday  next. 


''     Monday,  February  7. 
^  ,^^^-  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  CJeorge 
W.  Jona,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  to 


be  allowed  the  drawback  on  certain  goods  exported, 
as  stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  tkaA,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce aadMaiHi- 
factures. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Ccmmissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  detailing  the 
measures  which  have  been  authorized  by  the  board 
subsequent  to  the  last  report  of  the  5th  o\  February, 
1819;  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  President  also  communicated  the  memo- 
rial of  a  company  of  Swiss  settlers,  communicating 
their  desire  of  establishing  in  America  a  manu^c- 
tory  oi printed  cottons,  and  praying  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  Government,  by  the  grant  of  a  tract" 
of  land  for  the  settlement  of  three  or  four  thousand 
families ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BuRBiLL  presented  the  petition  of  Hugh 
Colhoun  and  others,  proprietors  of  certain  vcsads 
and  their  cargoes  unjustly  sequestered  and  sold  by 
the  Swedish  Government,  praying  the  interposi- 
tion of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  ;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relation.^. 

Mr.  Dicrerson  presented  the  petition  of  a  con- 
vention of  the  Friends  of  National  Industry,  as- 
sembled in  the  town  of  Paterson,  from  various 
parts  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  prostrate  situation  of  manufactures, 
praying  for  relief  and  protection  ;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Vincent 
Grant,  of  Buffalo,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Vincent  Grant ;  and  the  report  and  bill  w«re 
read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Dana  presented  the  petition  of  Richard 
^yillcox,  of  Bristol,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, now  residing  in  the  United  Sutes,  praying  to 
be  enabled  to  take  out  patents  for  certain  inven- 
tions, as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 
'  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Indiana,  respecting  the 
boundary  line  between  that  Suie  and  the  Sute 
of  Illinois  ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
i  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  representatives  of  tne  yearly  meeting 
I  of  Friends,  held  m  Baltimore  for  the  western  shore 
of  Maryland,  and  the  adjacent  parts  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Virginia,  respecting  the  Indians ;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  also  presented  the 
petition  of  Edward  Baker,  of  Philadelphia,  pray- 
ing compensation  for  an  improvement  in  gun  locks; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Elliot  presented  the  petition  of  Andrew 
Low  and  Company,  merchants,  in  the  city  of  Sa- 
vannah, in  the  State  of  Georgia,  praying  the  re- 
mission of  cerUiD  duties,  and  other  reliei;  in  con- 
sideration of  the  very  great  loss  which  they  have 
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sustained  by  the  calamitous  fire  which  has  recently 
devastated  the  said  city  of  Savannah  and  consumed 
their  goods  ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  presented  the  petition 
of  John  Tanner,  merchant,  of  the  city  of  Savan- 
nah, in  the  State  of  Georgia,  praying  the  remission 
of  certain  duties  due  by  him  to  the  United  States, 
being  rendered  unable  to  discharge  the  same  in 
consequence  of  his  losses  in  the  Tate  destructive 
conflagation  in  said  city ;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee.  . 

Mr.  Trimble  presented  the  resolutions  of  the 
Legislatore  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  on  the  subject  of  a 
continuation  of  the  national  road,  from  Wheeling, 
westward  ;  and  the  resolutions  were  read. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Jacques  Villere,  and  also  the  petition  of  B. 
and  P.  Jourdan,  brothers,  of  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
praying  indemnification  for  losses  sustained  by 
them  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  by 
invasion  of  the  enemy,  as  stated  in  the  several  peti- 
tions ;  which  were  read,  and  respectively  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  Wil- 
liam Tilghman,  surviving  executor  of  Anne  Fran- 
cis, deceased,  who  was  executrix  of  Tench  Francis, 
deceasjed,  who  held  the  oflSce  of  Purveyor  of  Public 
Supnlies,  and  in  addition  thereto  acted  as  agent  of 
the  United  States  under  appointments  from  the 
Departments  of  War,  Navy,  and  Treasury,  pray- 
ing rciipf  by  the  interposition  of  Congress  in  the 
settlement  of  said  accounts;  and  the  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  last  mentioned  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  RoGGLEs  presented  the  petition  of  John  H. 
Piatt,  of  Ohio,  praying  compensation  for  certain 
supplies  furnished  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  also 
the  petition  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Michij^n.  praying  compensation  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  their  property  during  the  late  war,  by  the 
troops  of  the  United  States;  and  the  petitions 
were  severally  read,  and  respectively  re/erred  to 
the  same  committee. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  any 
information  he  may  possess  (and  of  which  the  public 
interest  does  not,  in  his  opinion,  require  concealment) 
relatively  to  the  late  treaty  between  the  United 
Statea  and  Spain  ;  whether  the  same  has  been  yet 
ratified  on  the  part  of  Spain.  And  particularly  that 
he  be  requested  to  state  whether  any  information  has 
bepn  received  from  the  Conrt  of  Madrid  since  the 
date  of  his  Message  to  Congress  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  session.  Whether  he  still  expecU 
a  Minuter  from  Spain  ;  and  at  what  period  may  his 
arrival  be  probably  expected.  * 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  presented  the  petition 
of  Jacob  Barker,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing the  interposition  of  Congress  in  the  settlement 
of  his  accounts  under  his  contracts  of  the  2d  of 
May,  1814,  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
for  a  portion  of  the  ten  million  loan,  being  part  of 


the  twenty-fire  millions  authorized  by  the  act  of 
the  24th  of  March,  1814;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  Indiana,  praying  the  exten- 
[  sion  of  the  time  for  payments  or  public  lands :  and 
j  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Edwards  presented  the  petition  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  village  of  Cahokia,  praying  the  con- 
firmation of  thfe  title  in  fee  simple  estate  of  certain 
land  laid  off  as  a  common  of  said  village,  whereon 
a  town  has  been  laid  off.  named  "  Illmois  city ;'» 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  same 
committee. 

The  Senate  resimied  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and 
others ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  flie  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Samuel  F.  Hooker ;  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  President,  Direc- 
tors, and  Company,  of  the  Merchants'  Bank  of 
Newport,  in  Rhode  Island,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations 
to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  appropriations  here- 
tofore made,  for  the  completion  of  the  repairs  of 
the  north  and  south  wings  of  the  Capitol,  for  fin- 
ishing the  President's  House,- and  the  erection  of 
two  new  Executive  offices,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  passed  on 
the  twentieth  day  of  April,  1818,  entitled  "An  act 
supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  regu- 
late the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage, passed  the  second  day  of  March,  1799,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  pas.sed. 

The  bill  to  remit  tne  duties  on  the  statue  of 
George  Washington  was  read  a  third  time,  and 


The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jennings  O'Bannon 
was  read  a  third  time ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Rob- 
erts, was  amended  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Trimble  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  a  standing  committee,  to  consist  of 
five  membem,  be  appointed  on  Roads  and  Canals, 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  the  rale  of  public  lands ;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  tmtil 
Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Anthony  S.  Delisle,  Edward  B.  Dudley,  and 
John  M.  Van  Cleef ;  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 
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The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  altering 
the  times  for  holding  the  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  western  district  of  Pennsylvania ; 
and,  no  amendment  having  been  made  tnereto,  it 


was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  confirming 
Anthony  Cavalier  and  Peter  Petit,  in  their  claim 
to  a  tract  of  land ;  and  no  amendment  having  been 
made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Anthony  Burk ;" 
and  no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  it 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  oflBcers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  a  late 
campaign  a^inst  the  Seminole  Indians;  and  the 
furtJier  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Wednesday  next. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURI. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  Maine  and  Mis- 
souri bill ;  when 

Mr.  Thomas,  for  the  purpose  of  modifying  or 
introducing  it  in  another  shape,  withdrew  the 
amendment  which  he  offered  on  Thursday  last ; 
and  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  the  bill  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 


TcESDAY,  February  8. 
The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  containing  an  abstract  of 
the  expenditures  on  account  of  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  Navy,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
on  the  thirtieth  September,  1819;  and  the  report 
was  read. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  the 
following  motion  for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committe*  of  Claima  be  inatract- 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediencv  of  compensating 
Jacob  Butler,  of  Tenneaaee,  for  the  Iocs  of  a  wagon 
and  team  employed  in  the  public  aervice  during  the 
late  war. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  recommitted  the  petition  of  John 
NichoUs,  reported  a  bill  for  therelief  of  John  Har- 
ding, Giles  Hardine,  John  Shute,  and  John  Ni- 
cholls  ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  it  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

%  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
merchants  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  represent- 
ing the  evib  arising  from  auction  sales,  and  pray- 
ing that  duties  may  be  levied  thereon ;  and  the 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  a  memorial  from  the  mer- 
chants and  citizens  of  Philadelphia  on  the  same 
subject  J  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  same 
commiHR. 

Mr.  PiMKNEY  presented   the   memorial  of  the 


merchants  of  Baltimore  against  the  proposed  mea- 
sure of  discontinuing  credit  on  import  duties  and 
denying  drawbacks  on  duties  ;  and  the  memorial 
was  read,  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Pinkney,  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  memorial  of  Elihu 
Hall  Bay,  Theodore  Gaillard,and  Charles  Roberts, 
praying  to  be  confirmed  in  their  title  to  certain 
tracts  of  land  in  the  States  of  Louisiana  and  Ala- 
bama J  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bUl  or  otherwise  ;  and  Messrs.  Smith,  Bhown, 
and  Williams,  of  M Mississippi,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Sanfohd  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Potter  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  remune- 
ration for  losses  sustained  during  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  as  stated  in  the  petition  ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  MoRRiL  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Poat  Office 
and  Poat  Roada  be  directed  to  inquire  into  tbe  expe- 
diency of  ao  altering  tbe  post  route  between  Duoata- 
ble  and  Piacataquog  village,  in  Bedford,  New  Hamp- 
ahire,  that  the  mail  may  paaa  by  Bedford  meeting 
bouae. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Dickerson,  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  Thomas  Sheafe  and  oth- 
ers, citizens  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  sevelith  instant,  for  information  re- 
lative to  the  late  treaty  between  th«  United  Sutes 
and  Spain;  and  qn  motion  by  Mr.  Walker,  of 
Georgia,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  seventh  instant  for  the  appointment 
of  a  standing  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals, 
and  agreed  thereto ;  and  Messrs.  Kino,  of  New 
York,  Van  Dyke,  .Trimble,  Dickerson,  and 
Thomas,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  the  memorial  of 
the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  Canal  Company,  presented  on  the  sec- 
ond instant,  was  referred  to  the  said  conunittee  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Trimble,  the  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Sute  of  Ohio,  presented  on 
the  seventh  instant,  on  the  subject  of  a  continua- 
tion of  the  national  road  from  Wheeling  west- 
ward,  was  referred  to  the  same  commilta;,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi, 
the  Committee  on  '"Public  Lands,  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  petition  of  J..R.  Chadboume  and  oth- 
ers, of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  District 
of  Maine,  praying  the  aid  of  Government  in  mak- 
ing a  certain  road ;  and  also  the  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois  in  relation  to 
the  continuation  of  the  national  road  from  Wheel- 
ing, were  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
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thereof,  respectively,  and  they  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 


Wednesday,  February  9. 
Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  the  heirs  and  executors  of  John 
O'Connor,  deceased,  made  a  reprt,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
»  John  O'Connor,  deceased ;  and  the  report  and  bill 
were  read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Peter  Lar- 
kins,  praying  that  he  may  be  placed  on  the  invalid 
pension  list,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  re- 
solution, that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw his  papers.     The  report  and  resolution  were 
read. 

Mr.  Dickerson,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Denton, 
Little,  &  Co.,  and  of  Harman  Hendrick,  of  New , 
York,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment.  I 
Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Jona- 
than Crawford,  of  Bridgewater,  in  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire,  praying  a  pension,  made  a  re- 
port, accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Haley,  of  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  lying  ofT  the  State 
t)r  coast  of  New,  Hampshire,  praying  the  aid  of  the 
Grovernment  in  repairing  the  works  which  have 
been  erected  in  forming  a  safe  and  commodious 
harbor  on  his  island  ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  eighth  instant,  for  directing  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  altering  a  certain  post 
route  in  New  Hampshire,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  eighth  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  of  Claims  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  compensating  Jacob  Butler  of  Tennessee, 
for  the  loss  oi  a  wagon  and  team  employed  in  the 
public  service  during  the  late  war,  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Vincent  Grant  was 
read  a  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Harding,  Giles' 
Harding,  John  Shute,  and  John  Nicholls,  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  oth- 
ers }  and  the  fiuther  consideration  thereof  was 
postjponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  application  of  William 
G.  Serviss,  to  be  placed  on  the  pension  list,  in 
consequence  of  his  having  been  wounded  while 
serving  as  a  second  lieutenant  of  United  States 


rangers,  during  the  late  war,  made  a  report,  ac- 
companied by  a  resolution,  that  the  applicant  hare 
leave  to  withdraw,  his  papers.  The  report  and 
resolution  were  read. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Anthony  Burk"  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  engrossed  hill  for  the  relief  of  Anthony  S. 
Delisle,  Edward  B.  Dudley,  and  John  M.  Van 
Cleef,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  altering  the  times  for 
holding  the  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
western  district  of  Pennsylvania  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  confirming  Anthony  Cara- 
lier  and  Peter  Petit  in  their  cUim  to  a  tract  of 
land  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  the  sale  of  public  lands;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Thursday  the  17th  instant. 

The  Senate  resumed,  hs  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish 
an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the 
United  States;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Eaton, 
the  fiuther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Thursday  the  17th  instant. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  rdief 
of  Mark  Richards ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Rob- 
erts, the  fiu-ther  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  the  first  Wednesday  in  March  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  President,  Directors,  and  Company,  of  the 
Merchants'  Bank  of  Newport,  in  Rhode  Island ; 
and,  no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  it 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Benja- 
min Wells,  late  collector  of  taxes  and  direct  duties 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  an  act 
may  be  passed  to  authorize  the  accounting  officers 
of  the  Treasury  to  audit  and  settle  all  his  accounts 
according  to  equity  and  justice,  and  to  pay  bjm 
whatever  balance  may  be  found  due,  with  interest 
thereon ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and-  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  making  compensa- 
tion for  horses  and  other  property  lost,  captured, 
or  destroyed  in  the  Seminole  war;  which  wms 
amended,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Eaton,  so  as  to 
extend  its  provisions  to  rangers  as  well  as  volun- 
teers; and  tnen  the  bill  was  postponed  to  Tuesday 
next. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
this  bill ;  when — 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  wishing  to  oflfer  to  the 
Senate  his  opinions  on  the  Missouri  subject,  moved 
to  postpone  the  bill  until  to-morrow  ;  but  a  motion 
to  postpone  it  to  Friday  prevailed,  and  it  was  post- 
poned to  that  day  accordingly,  and  the  Senate 
then  adjourned. 
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Thursday,  February  10. 

Mr.  Horsey  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Washington,  and  to 
wpeal  all  acts  heretofore  passed  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Indiana,  praying  that  Cap- 
tain Rigger's  companv  of  rangers  may  receive  the 
compensation  to  which  they  are  entitled,  for  ser- 
vices rendered  the  United  States ;  and  the  memo- 
rial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others ; 
and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  resolved,  that  a  bill 

be  reported  appropriating dollars  for  the  relief 

of  the  petitioners. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  »t)BERT8,  it  was  recommit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  report  a  bill 
accordingly. 

The  Preside.nt  communicated  a  resolution  of 
the  Lc^slature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  in  rela- 
tion to  conflicting  British  land  claims;  and  also 
a  memorial  of  the  same  Legislature,  praying  further 
time  to  make  payments  for  land  purchased  of  the 
united  States;  which  were  severally  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  President,  Directors, 
and  Company,of  the  Merchants'  Bank  of  Newport, 
in  Rhode  Island,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Crawford,  of 
Bridgwater,  in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire, 
praying  a  pension  ;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith, 
resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
W»s  referred  the  petition  of  Peter  Larkins,  praying 
that  he  may  be  placed  on  the  invalid  pension  list. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Dana,  it  was  ordered  to  lie 
OB  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  application  of  William  G.  Serviss 
to  be  placed  on  the  pension  list,  in  consequence  of 
his  having  been  wounded,  while  serving  as  a  sec- 
ond lieutenant  of  United  States'  rangers,  during 
toe  late  war ;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  re- 
sohed  that  the  applicant  have  leave  to  withdraw 
kispapers. 

t  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
<H  John  O'Conner,  deceased,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Conamittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  declaring  the 
cowent  of  Congress  to  the  admission  of  the  §tate 
of  Maine  into  the  Union ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Mellen,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postnoned  until  Thursday  next. 

Tiie  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  McDonold,  adminis- 
trator of  James  McDonold,  deceased,  late  captain 


m  the  Army  of  the  United  States;"  and  the  ame 
having  been  amended,  it  was  reported  to  the  House 
accordingly^  and  the  amendment  being  concurred 
in,  the  bill  Was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Ether  Shipley,  administrator 
of  Thomas  Buckminster,  late  lieutenant  in  the 
thirty-third  regiment  of  United  States  infantry;" 
and  the  same  having  been  amended,  it  was  reported 
to  the  House  accordingly,  and  the  amendment 
being  concurred  in,  the  amendment  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

The  SertH*^'  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  Consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "  An 
act  for  therelief  of  Denton,  Little,  and  Company, 
and  of  Harman  Hendrick,  of  New  York ;"  and, 
no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  it  was 
reported  to  the  House;  and  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Vincent  Grant ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Rob- 
erts, the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  this  day  two  weeks. 
i«rT^^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Harding,  Giles  Harding,  John  Shute, 
and  John  NichoDs;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Rob- 
erts, the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  this  day  two  weeks. 


Friday,  February  11. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
^  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Martha 
Youngs  and  others,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
ought  not  to  be  granted.  The  report  and  resolu- 
tion were  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi, 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  H.  Boyles,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury. 

■  ^r-.po»SEV  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
*^  w  '°  »°<^'^rporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  City 
of  Washington,  and  to  repeal  all  acts  heretofore 
passed  for  that  purpose,  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  entiUed  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Den- 
ton, Little,  and  Company,  and  of  Harman  Hen- 
drick of  New  York,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

MISSOURI  QUESTION.  4 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Maine  bill,  and  the  amendment  reported  thereto 
by  the  Judiciary  Committee  (adding  provisions 
for  the  formation  of  a  State  government  in  Mis- 
souri.) 

Mr.  Kirro,  of  New  York,  agreeably  to  the  inti- 
mation which  he  gave  on  Wednesday,  rose  and 
addressed  the  Senate  about  two  hours  m  support 
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of  the  rig^t  and  expediency  of  restricting  the  con- 
templated State  of  Misiiouri  from  permitting  sU- 
very  therein;  and  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith, 
the  subject  was  postponed  to  Monday ;  to  which 
liay  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Monday,  February  14. 

Mr.  Sanpord  presented  two  memorials,  signed 
by  a  great  number  of  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
praving  that  the  tariff  may  be  revised  in  such  a 
mode  as  to  revive  our  drooping  manufactures,  and 
to  afford  e&ctual  protection  to  the  national  indus- 
try ;  and  also  a  memorial  signed  by  a  number  of 
merchants  and  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
that  a  duty  may  be  imposed  upon  auction  sales ; 
and  the  memorials  were  severally  read,  and  re- 
spectively referred  to  the  Commerce  on  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  two  memorials  signed 
by  a  number  of  merchants  and  citizens  of  Phila- 
delphia, representing  the  abuses  of  auction  sales, 
ana  praying  that  a  duty  may  be  imposed  thereon; 
and  the  memorials  were  severally  read,  and  re- 
spectively referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  Roberts  also  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, expressing  their  sentiments  upon  some 
parts  of  the  system  of  duties  upon  foreign  imports, 
representing  the  evils  which  they  suppose  to  exist, 
and  praying  the  same  may  be  remedied  ;  and  the 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  RooGLBS  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration: 

Resolved,  Tb«t  the  Committi'e  on  the  Judiciary 
b«  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding, by  Itw,  for  holdiof  the  district  and  circuit 
coarta  of  the  United  Statra,  for  the  diatrict  of  Ohio, 
at  Columbus,  the  seat  of  GoTerameat  for  aaid  State. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutea 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate, 
•batracta  of  the  bonda  or  other  aecaritiea  given  under 
the  lawa  of  the  United  States,  by  the  coilectora  of  the 
euatoma,  receivera  of  public  moneya  for  landa,  and 
regiatera  of  public  landa,  paymaatera  in  the  Army  and 

Eursera  in  the  Navy,  who  are  now  in  office,  or  who 
ave  heretofore  been  in  offieai,  and  whose  accoonta 
remain  unaettled:  together  with  a  statement  ofauch 
other  facta,  as,  in  his  opinioo,  may  tend  to  show  the 
expediency  or  inexpediency  of  ao  far  altering  the  lawa 
reapecting  auch  officera,  that  they  may  bereaAer  be 
appointed  for  limited  perioda,  subject  to  removal  ma 
heretofore. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the 
City  of  Washington,  and  to  repeal  all  acts  hereto- 
f<xe  passed  for  tJbat  purpose,  was  read  the  sec(»d 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Comnuttee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
rraort  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  peution  of  Noah  Brown  and  others ; 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  Thursday  next. 


The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  James  Wood ;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr-  Elliot,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
rrterred  the  petition  of  Samuel  F.  Hooker;  and 
the  farther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

MISSOURI  QUESTION. 

The  Senate  then  again  proceeded,  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole^  Mr.  Dickerson  in  the  Chair,  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Missouri  question. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  after  this 
question  had  undergone  near  five  weeks'  discussion, 
in  which  he  had  received  the  kind  indtilgence  of 
the  Senate,  not  only  in  being  heard  frequently  on 
the  question  of  order,  but  a  patient  hearing  on  the 
main  question  of  restriction,  it  might  require  some 
apology  in  attempting  to  be  beard  anin.  He 
could  not  calculate  on  entertaining  the  Senate,  or 
that  fair  audience ;  but,  whatever  disadvantage  he 
might  encotmter,  he  should  feel  it  his  bounden 
duty  to  repel,  as  far  as  he  was  able,  the  very 
strange  and  very  novel  arguments  of  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  King,)  wi»o 
had  last  spoken  on  this  question;  arguments,  sir, 
pregnant  with  mischief — arguments  which  had  as- 
tonished every  hearer,  and  which  must  lead  to  a 
dissolution  of  this  Government,  if  persisted  in. 

The  gentleman's  first  efforts  were  to  defeat  the 
junction  of  the  two  States  in  the  same  bill.  He 
said  "this  junction  is  unnecessary,  and  miut  be 
'  intended  to  operate  in  another  quarter.  It  was 
'  unfair  and  unusual,  and  intended  to  coerce  men  to 
'  vote  agaiuKt  their  conscience."  And  he  has 
likewise  said,  "it  will  cover  the  men  who  yield  to 
it,  with  the  extreme  contempt  of  those  who  offer 
it." 

Mr.  S.  saidjie  had  once  hoped  that  he  had 
satisfied  gentlemen,  by  parliamentary  authorities, 
that  it  was  not  only  usual  and  convenient,  to  join 
in  the  same  bill  all  subjects  of  the  same  class  and 
purport,  but  that  it  was  perfectly  fair  to  do  so. 
He  would  mention  two  cases  of  this  sort,  which 
had  occurred  in  Congress  two  years  ago.  One 
was  a  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate  to  raise 
thie  salary  of  the  Heads  of  Departments.  It  went 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  there  thtiy 
amended  it  by  adding  a  clause  to  raise  the  salaricE: 
of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  It  returned  to 
the  Senate  in  thU  shape,  and  was  there  supported 
by  that  very  gentleman,  both  by  his  arguments  and 
vote.  Mr.  S.,  himself,  and  another  gentleman  of 
the  Senate,  added  another  amendment  to  increase 
the  salary  of  the  district  judges,  a  useful  set  of 
judicial  officers,  who  were  len  to  starve;  aad  all 
these  amendments,  with  the  original  bill,  passed 
the  Senate,  and  were  lost  in  the  other  House.  The 
other  was  an  act  from  the  House  of  Representa-  ' 
tives,  "fixing  the  compensation  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives." Afxa  this  had  received  three  read- 
ings in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and   had 
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leased,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Roberts,)  who  also  is  opposed  to  the  amendment 
before  the  Senate,  oflered  an  amendment  to  in- 
crease the  compensation  of  the  Librarian  five  hun- 
dred dollars;  it  was  received,  and  passed  both 
Houses,  and  became  a  law;  which  law,  with  all 
ite  amendments,  he  then  held  in  his  hand.  All 
the  gentlemen  who  were  then  in  the  Senate,  and 
now  oppose  the  junction  of  Maine  and  Missouri 
m  the  same  bill,  voted  for  the  bUls  he  had  stated. 
Where  were  gentlemen's  consciences  then? 

But,  Mr.  President,  why  should  gentlemen  who 
vote  for  this  junction  be  contemned?     It  is  not  a 
question  before  the  Senate  on  which  every  gentle- 
man IS  left  to  exercise  his  opmion  as  to  him  may 
seem  fit?    He  should  himself  esteem  a  gentleman 
who  voted  against  the  current  of  popular  clamor, 
/or  taking  such  dignified  and  independent  ground. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York  had  raised  to 
himself  another  strange  doubt.     He  said  "he  did 
not  know  how  Mis.souri  could  be  admitted  without 
a  census  first  taken  bv  the  authority  of  Congress." 
Mr.  S.  said  he  had  already  laid  before  the  Senate 
an  authenticated  census  taken  under  the  authority 
of  the  legislature  of  the  territory,  giving  a  detailed 
sutement  of  every  description  of  persons,  to  the 
amount  of  fifty-two  thousand;  and  also,  such  evi- 
dence as  ought  not  to  be  doubted,  that  there  were 
ten  thousand  more  not  within  the  census  taken 
but  were  within  the  territory;  amounting,  in  the 
whole  number,  to  a  population  of  62,000.   He  had 
also  laid  before  the  Senate,  at  that  time,  an  authen-- 
Ucated  copy  of  a  map,  made  from  an  actual  ser- 
vey,  ordered   by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  which  gave  the  precise  limits  and  extent 
of  this  territory.     From  this  census,  and  this  map, 
it  was  clearly  proved   that   the   population  was 
greater,  and  the  territory  less,  than  that  of  almost 
anyterritory  heretofore  admitted  into  the  Union. 
When  Illiaois  was  admitted,  it  was  on  the  doubt- 
ful  evidence  of  forty  thousand   of  a   population. 
He  would  read  the  memorial,  upon  which  that 
State  was  admitted,  as  far  as  respected  the  amount 
of  populauon.     It  was  as  follows: 
^    "  Within  the  boundaries  of  this  territory,  there 
are,  in  the  opinion  of  your  memorialists,  not  less 
than  forty  thousand  souls." 
This  is  all  the  evidence  you  had  before  vou, 
when   you   admitted  Illinois.     Did  the   Wes'leni 
and   Southern  members  require  a  survey  of  this 
lemtory,  or  a  census  of  the  population  before  they 
consented  to  the  admission  of"  that  State?    Did 
the  honorable  gentleman  from   New  York   ever 
ituak  of  s»ch  a  thing  when  he  voted  for  the  ad- 
mission of  Illinois  ?    No  sir;  not  a  member  of  the 
Senate   ever  dreamed   of  asking  for  a  census  or 
*°^^'    ,®"<^^  *   **>'ng  was  unprecedented,  and 
not  heard  of  until  Missouri  came  before  you.   The 
fenUcman  had  asked,  "why  gentlemen  did  not 
oqjwt  to  the  admission  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  II- 
iinois?"    And  says,  "  have  they  more  solicitude  to 
|ESi>  foreigners,  than  those  who  shed  their 

.K^^o^^"''^™^° '**""  *°  ^*'^«  ft)rgotten,  that 
inese  States  were  left  to  form  such  constitution  as 
«My  might  think  proper  for  themselves^  and,  be- 
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cause  we  did  not  wish  to  force  a  constitution  oo 
them.  It  ui  attributed  to  a  want  of  candor.  When 
we  manifest  a  magnanimity,  we  are  reproached. 
He  wished  the  gentleman  and  his  associates  would 
but  manifest  the  same  magnanimity  towards  Mis- 
souri. The  gentleman  had  said,  "we  may  be 
called  on  to  pay  taxes  according  to  our  militarv 
strength."  ' 

If  a  gentleman  who  never  had  read  the  Consti- 
tution had  used  this  argument  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  there  might  have  been  some  apolo- 
gy for  him.  The  gentleman  could  not  have  for- 
gotten that  the  Constitution  had  tstablished  it,  that 
RepresenUtives  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  appor- 
tioned according  to  numbers  and  that  it  requires 
two-thirds  of  the  m»;mt>ers  of  Congress  to  recom- 
mend an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  which 
naust  be  amended  before  any  change  in  the  mode 
of  taxation  can  obtain.  He  has  declared  we  can- 
not acquire  territory  by  purchase.  His  language 
IS,  "we  can  only  obtain  territory  by  the  voluntary 
application  of  foreign  States  to  be  received  into 
the  Union,  or  by  the  sword." 

How  the  gentleman  came  at  the  distinction,  it 
was  difficult  to  ascertain.     He  had  offered  no  rule 
ior  it  himself.     It  was  a  naked  decUration,  at  war 
with  the  express  provisions  of  the  Constitution  it- 
self, and  one  which  the  gentleman  knew  could 
not  be  maintained.     He  would  ask  him  how  we 
c  aimed  Moose  Island  ?    The  British  title  to  it  was 
clearly  better  than  ours ;  yet  we  held  it  in  exchange 
tor  Grand  Menan,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Troi- 
ty  of  Ghent.     He  would  present  to  the  gentleman 
another  case,  which  fully  met  his  own  approba- 
tion.    It  was  the  treaty  with  Spain,  of  last  yew. 
by  which  we  were  to  acquire  the  Floridas.     That 
treaty  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations;  that  gentleman  was  one  of  the  com- 
mittee which  reported  in  favor  of  it,  and  it  was 
ratified  the  next  day  after  it  was  presented  to  the 
Senate,  by  more  than  two-thirds.     It  was  a  unan- 
imous vote;  and  that  gentlemau  was  one.     Has 
this  escaped  him  so  soon  ? 

The  right  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  to 
fish  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  has  been  ex- 
tended by  the  late  convention  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  ;  and  the  genUeman  was 
the  only  member  of  the  Senate  who  had  any  ob- 
jections to  It,  and  they  were  founded  solely  on  the 
ground  that  the  United  States  had  not  acquired 
enouffh.    What  said  the  Southern  and  Western 
members  on  that  occasion  ?    They  asked  the  New 
Itngiand  members,  for  whose  sole  benefit  the  c<»- 
sion  was  made,  what  they  wished  ?     And  being 
told  they  were  satisfied,  there  was  not  a  dissenting 
voice.     Mr.  S.  had  the  gentleman  in  his  eye  (Mr 
Otis)  whom  he  consulted,  and  who  told  him  the 
New  England  States  had  acquired  all  they  wanted 
But  It  IS  to  be  recollected  all  these  ca.<(es  were  such 
as  the  gentleman  from  New  York  thought  good 
bargains.     They  were  such  as  he  wished  ;  there- 
fore he  could  find  a  third  ground  for  acquiring 
them.     Missouri  not  being  within  the  same  reatm, 
could  not  be  acquired  the  same  way. 

Were  gentlemen    who  profess  to  be  sutesmen, 
now  to  learn  that  the  United  States  could  acquire 
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twritory  by  treaty?  The  genUeman  from  New 
York  had  admitted  that  be  did  not  know  it  He 
would  inform  him  how  it  could  be  done.  The 
Constitution  had  vested  in  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate ftill  and  ample  powers  to  negotiate  treaties. 
Upon  this  subject  they  have  no  control.  Treaties, 
when  made,  are  declared  to  be  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land.  They  are  put  on  the  same  high  ground 
of  the  Constitution  itself.  Under  this  authority 
Louisiana,  entire,  was  acquired  by  the  United 
States.  A  part  of  that  territory  was  formed  into 
a  State  and  admitted  into  the  Union,  without  any 
restriction,  although  it  contained  about  forty  thou- 
sand slaves,  which  was  half  the  amount  of  lU  pop- 
ulation. He  would  prove  this  from  the  gentle- 
man's own  statements.  When  this  very  question 
was  before  the  Senate,  last  session,  he  made  two 
speeches ;  those  speeches  he  had  published  himself, 
for  the  information  of  the  public.  In  that  publi- 
cation, which  he  would  beg  leave  to  read,  was  the 
following  statement  : 

••  Wb«n  the  United  Sutet  took  poMeuion  of  the 
province  of  Louisiana,  in  1804,  it  was  estimated  to 
contain  50,000  white  inhabiUnU,  40,000  ilaves,  and 
2,000  free  people  of  color.  More  than  four-fifihi  of 
the  wbitei,  and  all  the  slavet,  except  about  1,300,  in- 
habited New  OrleAiJB  and  the  adjacent  territory." 
,  In  answering  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman. 
It  was  perfectly  fair  to  array  against  him  his  own 
arguments,  lately  delivered  on  the  same  subject,  in 
which  he  held  a  different  policy.  His  paUiation 
for  admitting  the  State  of  Louisiana  without  the 
restriction  of  slavery,  Mr.  S.  read  from  the  two 
speeches,  in  the  wxH-ds  following : 

"The  habiu  of  the  people,  and  the  number  of  the 
alavcs  by  whom  the  labor  of  the  territory  of  New  Or- 
leans waa  performed,  were  doubtJeaa  the  reason  fer 
the  omisMion  of  an  article  in  the  act  of  admiwion  by 
which  aiairery  should  be  excluded  from  the  new  Suie.'' 
When  vou  admitted  Louisiana,  the  same  policy 
ought  to  have  governed  which  is  asked  for  Mis- 
souri, if  it  was  a  correct  policy ;  if  it  was  otherwise, 
it  is  improper  to  apply  it  to  Missouri.     Will  the 
Congress,  which   has  heretofore  been   so  distin- 
guished for  its  rectitude,  yield  itself  a  willing  in- 
strument  to   this   flexible  policy  and  convenient 
morality  ?    Our  policy  was  pliant  enough  when 
we  obtained  Moose  Island — it  was  very  yielding 
when  more  fishing  banks  were  wanted.     It  was 
necessary  to  suit  it  to  the  temper  and  circumstan- 
ces of  tbie  people;of  New  Orleans,  when  they  asked 
10  become  a  Sute.     That  was  a  large  seaport 
trading  city,  and  worthy  the  attention  of  New 
York.     When  the  Floridas  were  obtained  by  trea- 
ty, imder  the  precise  stipulations  contained  in  the 
treaty  under  which  we  obtained  Louisiana,  the 
gentleman's  policy  and  morality  were  brought  to 
fit  the  times  exactly.    But  when  Missouri  applies 
for  admission,  the  right  awarded  to  her  elder  sister 
to  come  in  by  the  peaceful  mode  of  purchase  is 
pMiUvelydenied  her.     She  must  come  in  by  the 
tword.      Her   front  jn\i&i  be  stained  with  Uood. 
Could  that  gentleman  expect  his  talents  and  high 
reputation  would  enable  nim  to  impose  this  inco- 
herent logic  upon  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales? 
If  he  did  not,  then,  in  the  language  of  the  gentle- 


SanaTy. 


roan  himaelf,  "it  would  seem  as  if  these  arguments 
were  intended  to  look  to  some  other  quarts." 

Whilst  we  are  pressing  for  our  Ccmstitutional 
rights,  gentlemen  appear  to  thmk  we  are  asking 
the  privilege  of  extending  the  slave  trade,  or  the 
jrivilege  of  keeping  what  we  have.     He  could 
limself  appeal  to  the  Senate  for  the  constant  course 
le  had  pursued  in  regard  to  the  foreign  slave  trade. 
He  had  uniformly  given  his  approbation  to  the 
most  rigorous  measures  to  prevent  it.     He  had 
done  so,  because  the  Constitutional  laws  of  his 
country  forbade  it.     And  were  it  now  an  original 
question,  if  there  were  no  slaves  in  the  United 
States,  whether  we  should  begin  the  importation 
to  stock  this  country  with  the  African  race,  be 
suf^osed  no  American  would  consent  to  suck  a 
traffic.    But  they  were  here — they  had  grown  up 
with  us,  and  witn  our  Constitution — and  were  in- 
corporated with  it.      What  can  we  do  with  them, 
as  we  now  find  them  in  the  United  States?    The 
wisest  could  not  tell.     Many  projects  were  on  foot, 
which  would  all  prove  aboru  ve.  The  whole  wodth 
of  the  nation  is  not  adequate  to  any  purpose  that 
has,  or  may  be  devised.    The  gentleman  from  New 
York,  in  the  plenitude  of  his  mind,  has  given  us  a 
plan.    He  has  said,  "it  is  now  time  that  slaves 
'  should  be  attached  to  the  soil,  as  a  means  of  lead- 
'  ing  to  emancipation,  and  enabling  us  to  get  rid 
'  of  them  by  colonization." 

That  gentleman  had  obtained  the  reputation  of 
an  accomplished  orator,  a  man  of  science,  an  emi- 
nent statesman ;  had  reoresented  his  Government 
at  a  foreign  Court,  and  liad  taken  an  active  part 
in  forming  this  very  Constitution.  And  couldhe 
conceive  the  plan  he  proposed  was  founded  on  Con- 
stitutional principles  ?    He  knew  the  question  was 

Constitutional  one;  and  therefore  he,  Mr.  S., 


would  ask  him,  if  any  such  theory  had  been  agi- 
tated in  the  Convention  which  formed  that  Con- 
stitution— that,  after  1808,  all  slaves  should  be  con- 
fined to  the  soil  ?  He  should  like  to  hear  the  gen- 
tleman give  a  history  to  that  effect,  if  such  a  thing 
was  contemplated  or  spoken  of  in  the  Convention. 
No,  sir,  such  a  proposition  would  have  dissolved 
your  Convention,  and  have  left  your  Government 
where  it  was.  Then  does  he  expect  to  set  up  his 
opinion  as  Constitutional  law?  Sir,  the  State  of 
New  York,  which  the  gentleman  represents,  has 
just  got  rid  of  her  slaves.  After  doing  so,  their  first 
object  was  to  bring  about  a  general  emancipation. 
If  they  succeeded,  their  great  object  was  accom- 
plished; if  they  failed,  they  lost  nothing.  With 
us,  not  only  our  interest  but  our  happiness  is  deeply 
concerned  ;  with  them  it  is  only  a  matter  of  cold 
calculation.  It  is  very  easy  for  those  who  hare 
their  fortunes  secured  in  banx  stock,  or  stock  of  the 
United  States,  or  money  at  interest,  or  money  in 
their  coffers,  deliberately  to  proclaim  a  jubilee  to 
our  slaves,  in  which  they  have  neither  interest  to 
lose  nor  danger  to  fear.  The  gentleman  knew  ex- 
citements, far  short  of  what  he  had  uttered  in  the 
Senate,  had  given  rise  to  the  insurrection  in  Sc 
Domingo,  that  produced  horrors  at  which  he  ought 
to  shudder. 

Sir,  that  gentleman  (Mr.  Kino)  has  sported  with 
this  subject;  he  seemed  to  thinK  that  he  was  at 
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liberty  to  maintaia  what  principles  he  pleased,  and 
change  them  when  he  pleased.  He  nad  entirely 
discarded  the  Constitution  in  his  arguments  now 
delivered  to  the  Senate.  In  his  speeches,  which 
he  delivered  to  the  Senate  last  session,  and  which 
he  had  corrected  and  republished,  after  a  Summer's 
reflection,  he  had  paid  some  respect  to  the  Consti- 
tation.  He  then  believed  slavery  in  the  United 
States  was  completely  secured  by  the  Constitution. 
[Here  Mr.  S.  read  from  the  speeches  the  following, 
in  proof  of  that  gentleman's  opinion:] 

"  The  qaettion  respecting  ulnvery  in  the  old  thirteen 
StotM  had  been  decided  and  settled  before  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  which  grants  no  power  to 
Congress  to  interfere  with,  or  to  change  what  had  been 
so  preTtoadj  settled ;  the  siave  8utce,  therefore,  are 
free  to  continue  or  to  abolish  slavery." 

Will  the  gentleman  compare  this  Constitutional 
opinion  of  his  own,  with  the  theory  of  confining 
slzvts  to  the  soil,  and  tell  us  how  he  intends  to  re- 
concile the  one  with  the  other?  This,  however, 
is  the  last  glimpse  which  he  appears  to  have  had  of 
that  sacred  instrument — the  Constitution.  It  was 
too  limited  for  his  expanded  mind.  He  had  wan- 
dered into  the  delusive  field  of  fancy,  in  search  of 
a  S3rstem  better  suited  to  his  purpose.  After  lay- 
ing the  Constitution  out  pf  the  question,  he  had 
made  an  appeal  to  the  Sehate  of  a  strange  char- 
acter.    It  was  in  the  following  words : 

"These  are  foreign  men,  of  foreign  manners,  and  a 
foreign  land;  and  will  you  give  to  them  what  you 
would  not  give  to  those  who  inhabit  the  land  purchased 
with  the  blood  of  their  fathers  7" 

Mr.  President,  this  is  a  tone  unheard  in  this 
Soate.     What,  sir,  when   you   have   purchased 
iktm  foreigners,  as  you  would  an  ox  or  a  horse  in 
the  market,  and  without  their  knowledge  or  con- 
seat — and,  when  you  have  stipulated  by  solemn 
treaty  to  provide  for  them  as  you  would  for  your 
owa  children,   is  this   the  only  consolation   an 
American  Senator  is  willing  to  minister  to  their 
homble  and   degraded   condition?     In   his  (Mr. 
KiJta's)  two  speeches,  published  for  public  infor- 
mation, he  has  himself  stated,  "there  were  but  ten 
thousand  whites  and  thirteen  hundred  slaves  in 
both  the  Territories  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas." 
Half  these  would  be  but  a  small  portion  of  the 
sixtv  thousand  which  are  there  now.     He  has  cer- 
tainly forgotten  this  suteraent  in  his  first  speech. 
He  couki  assure  the  gentleman  that  most  of  the 
population  of  Missouri  were  Americans ;  and  they 
and  their  fathers  had  shed  as  much  blood  for  this 
country  as  the  citizens  of  New  York.    Among 
them  were,  also,  men  of  as  fine  talents  and  as  pure 
patriotism  as  ever  graced  that  Senate. 

But,  if  it  were  otherwise,  how  can  he  reconcile 
this  policy  with  that  pursued  towards  the  State  of 
Louisiana?  He  had  stated,  in  these  same  pub- 
lished speech^  that  there  were  forty  thousand 
whites,  and  nearly  as  many  slaves,  in  that  State 
when  admitted  into  the  Union.  This  population,  I 
tocK^was  a  mixture  of  many  nations— English, 
JnA,  French,  and  Spaniards.  Yet  the  kind  and 
beneficent  hand  of  this  Government  was  extended 
to  promote  their  comfort  and  their  prosperity.  Nor 
were  they  denied  what  you  wish  to  withhold  frgia 


Missouri — the  right  of  forming  their  own  oonsci- 
tution. 

Why,  sir,  did  the  sages  of  our  Revolution  com- 
plain, in  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  that  the 
naturalization  of  foreigners  had  been  obstructed  ? 
And  why  did  the  Convention,  which  formed  your 
Constitution,  of  which  that  gentleman  was  one, 
take  such  care  to  provide  for  the  naturalization  of 
foreigners?  And  why  have  you  naturalized  so 
many,  if  it  is  the  true  policy  of  this  country  to 
treat  foreigners  with  such  conti|npCuous  distinc- 
tion ?  Sir,  It  has  always  been  the  policy  of  your 
GoTemment  to  receive  foreigners  into  iu  bosom, 
and  to  cherish  and  protect  them.  It  has  been  the 
pride  and  the  boast  of  your  country,  that  it  held 
out  an  asylum  to  the  oppressed  of  every  nation  and 
every  clime.  There  is  a  foreigner,  who  but  the 
other  day  fled  from  his  own  coimtry,  now  cherish- 
ed in  the  city  of  New  York ;  and  who  had  acted 
on  a  committee  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  the 
people,  if  not  to  insurrection,  at  least  against  the 
admission  of  Mis.iouri  into  the  Union.  The  gen- 
tleman had  certainly  forgotten  both  his  own  vote 
and  his  own  arguments  in  favor  of  the  French 
emigrants,  to  whom,  three  years  ago,  he  had  given 
ninety-two  thousand  acres  of  the  best  lands  in  the 
State  of  Alabama.  When  did  he  give  any  thing 
to  the  gallant  and  brave  sons  of  our  own  country, 
who  shed  their  blood  to  purchase  that  very  French 
settlement  i  If  you  are  to  protect  foreigners  only 
when  they  sufaservi  your  purposes,  and  are  useful 
instruments  for  your  projects,  that  magnanimity 
for  which  our  country  has  bten  so  signalized,  must 
dwindle  into  contempt  and  scorn. 

Heretofore,  whenever  the  subject  of  slavery  has 
been  mentioned  in  the  Senate,  that  gentleman  has 
been  among  the  first  to  disavow  any  intention  of 
interfering  with  thase  already  in  our  country.  He 
has  constantly  admitted  the  right  was  constitu- 
tionally vested,  and  could  not  he  touched.  But, 
sir,  this  has  been  only  a  temporizing  policy  to  de- 
lay this  question  till  the  decisive  moment,  when  he 
could  throw  off  the  veil  and  manifest  hia  purpose. 
Although  that  purpose  is  one  at  which  the  mind 
of  every  friend  to  nis  country  must  recoil,  yet  we 
are  indebted  to  the  gentleman  for  his  candor  in 
this  open  avowal,  b^ause  it  enabled  us  to  meet  it 
in  fair  combat.  Forgetting  every  other  argument. 
Constitutional,  political,  or  religious,  he  has  given 
us  his  final  creed  in  these  words : 

**  The  extension  of  slaverj  beyond  the  old  thirteen 
United  Sutea  was  a  vioiation  of  the  compact.  It 
abridged  the  political  power  of  the  non-siavcbolding 
Siates.  The  adoiissiuo  of  Louiitiana  itaelf  made  a 
new  confederacy  or  compact ;  and  if  the  atteapt  to 
extend  slavery  beyond  the  Mississippi  succeeded,  ths 
people  of  the  North  ought  not  to  submit  for  any  in- 
terest whatever.  That  no  interest  ought  to  ba  put  in 
competition  with  political  power ;  if  it  was,  as  one  of 
the  origiaal  parties  to  the  compact,  he  felt  himself  in 
honor  bound  not  to  submit.  And  now,  Mr.  President, 
I  approach  a  very  delicate  subject.  I  regret  the  occa- 
sion that  renders  it  neceesary  for  me  to  speak  of  it, 
because  it  may  give  offence  where  none  is  intended. 
But  my  purpose  is  fixed.  Mr.  President,  I  have  yet 
to  learn  that  one  man  cnn  make  a  slave  of  another.  *- 
If  one  man  cannot  do  so,  no  number  of  individoais  can  ' 
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have  any  better  right  to  do  it  And  I  hold  that  all 
laws  or  compacU  imposing  any  such  a  condition  upon 
any  human  being,  are  absolutely  void,  becaose  con- 
trary to  the  law  of  nature,  which  is  the  law  of  God, 
by  which  he  makes  his  ways  known  to  man,  and  is 
puraanount  to  alt  human  control." 

Sir,  the  gentleman  struggled  with  himself,  and 
paused  long  before  he  could  give  vent  to  principles 
so  repugnant  to  the  peace,  the  harmony,  and  the  fu- 
ture happiness  of  this  nation.  Would  he  had  paused 
longer  etill.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  had  hoped  rdigion, 
as  far  as  it  was  concerned  in  the  disc ussionof  this 
subject,  would  have  been  left  to  him,  and  his  honor- 
able friend  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Morbil.) 
They  were  most  conversant,  he  believed,  with  the 
aflairs  of  the  holy  church.  It  was  true  they  did 
not  precisely  agree.  He  thought  the  holy  Bible, 
as  it  was  given  to  us,  was  the  rule  of  our  religion. 
Hia  friend  appeared  willing  to  adopt  it  also,  except 
that  he  wished  to  repeal  some  parts  of  it,  and 
adapt  it  more  to  his  own  views  of  good  policy  and 
convenience.  But,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  had  put  an  end  to  this  little  contest  about 
the  religion  of  the  Bible,  by  presenting  to  your 
acceptance  the  religion  of  nature. 

This  religion  of  nature,  and  the  application  of 
It,  which  the  ^ntleman  has  recommended  for 
your  consideraUon,  is  the  very  systan  which  gave 
rise  to  that  state  of  things  which  so  lately  con- 
vulsed Europe  to  its  centre.  This  was  the  religion 
preached  up  in  the  French  Convention  in  the  days 
of  Robespierre.  They,  like  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  were  not  bound  by  written  systems. 
They  were  too  limited  for  the  great  projects  of 
revolution.  They  presented  in  their  gallery  the 
Goddess  of  Liberty,  dressed  in  transparencies;  put 
on  the  cap  of  liberty ;  sung  Ca  Ira ;  declared  the 
laws  of  nature  to  be  the  laws  of  God  and  of  religion, 
by  which  all  men  were  born  free  and  equal.  This 
theory  intoxicated  the  nation,  and  the  reform  in 
their  government,  which  was  their  great  object, 
was  lost  in  the  designs  of  aspiring  ambition ;  and 
the  fairest  portion  of  that  nation  was  sacrificed  on 
its  altar.  Robespierre  paved  his  way  with  blood, 
until  the  nation  sickened  at  the  sight  In  the 
midst  of  those  scenes  of  horror  and  dismay,  Napo- 
leon, for  the  pious  purpose  of  securing  the  liberty, 
and  promoting  the  tranquillity  of  the  nation,  as- 
sumed the  reins  of  government,  and  in  his  career 
would  have  prostrated  all  Europe,  if  all  Europe 
had  not  combined  to  prostrate  him. 

Mr.  President,  your  government  is  verging  to 
this  p«il.  The  public  mind  is  said  to  be  inflamed 
to  a  very  high  degree ;  not  less  so  than  that  of  the 
French  nation  when  Robespierre  gave  tone  to  its 
public  councils.  When  this  shall  have  increased 
a  little  more,  we,  sir,  shall  have  nothing  to  do  but 
present  the  Goddess  of  Liberty  in  our  gallery  j 
put  on  the  cap  of  liberty ;  slug  Ca  Ira ;  throw 
aside  your  Constitution ;  declare  that  all  men  are 
free  and  equal,  and  that  we  have  no  religion  but 
the  religion  of  nature:  when  your  Government 
will  be  prepared  to  commence  the  same  scenes  of 
blood  and  carnage  which  desolated  France.  In 
the  progress  of  this  mighty  work,  a  Robespierre 
will  be  at  hand  to  give  it  a  character,  until  your 


coujitry  shaU  be  drenched  in  Wood ;  then  some 
kmd  Napoleon  will  be  ready  to  take  the  reins  of 
government,  still  the  tumult,  and  givi  you  peace 
and  security,  under  some  other  form  of  govern- 
ment, a  little  more  energetic. 

To  illustrate  his  universal  proposition,  the  gen- 
tleman had  recourse  to  a  maxim  of  the  Romans. 
"  Onufua  homina  Itberi  wucebanttiry  He  says,  "  the 
Roman  Senate  exclaimed  that  all  men  were 
bom  free."  The  Romans,  sir,  not  only  tolerated 
the  slavery  of  foreigners,  of  which  they  owned, 
and  were  accustomed  to  sell,  ten  thousand  and 
fifty  thousand  at  a  time,  but,  during  their  most 
enlightened  period,  the  Roman  Senate  passed  a 
decree  to  enable  any  Roman  citizen  to  sell  himself 
a  slave  for  life.  It  was  not  until  intrigue,  am 
bition,  and  a  thirst  for  power  predominated  in  the 
Roman  Senate,  that  they  declared  all  men  were 
born  free.  When  the  Roman  Senate  forgot  their 
virtue,  and  aspired  to  power,  they  incited  the  slaves 
and  the  people  to  insurrection,  to  put  down  their 
rivals  and  elevate  themselves.  Their  love  of  lib- 
erty was  not  for  the  sake  of  giving  freedom  to 
slaves,  but  to  place  themselves  m  the  empire.  If 
Rome  had  had  worlds  for  aU  her  Caesars,  or  em- 
pires for  all  her  ambitious  Senators,  she  might 
still  have  survived  the  wreck,  and  yet  have  been 
an  empire  herself. 

If,  sur,  your  6overnment  too  had  wwlds  for  all 
her  Cssars,  and   empires   for  all   her   ambitious 
Senators,  it  would  not  be  the  condition  of  yoiu 
black  slaves  that  could  dissolve  this  Union.    This 
universal  law  of  nature  and  religion  absolves  us 
from  all  obligations.    Through  it  we  view  man  ts 
he  ought  to  be,  not  as  he  is.     It  is  the  philosophy 
of  the  schools,  and  has  been  the  successful  instru- 
ment in  the  hands  of  ambition  to  root  up  empires 
and  leave  poor  human  nature  what  it  was.    One 
statesman  here  and  there  may  take  nature  fat  hia 
guide,  but  no  nation  that  ever  existed  is  suscepti- 
ble of  such  refinement.    No  human  efibrts  can  ever 
abolish  slavery :  they  may  vary  its  form,  but  can 
never  terminate  it,  until  our  frail  nattue  shall  be 
regenerated,    There  has  not  be«i  a  period  since 
the  flood  in  which  slavery  did  not  prevail  in  every 
country  known  to  man.    It  prevailed  in  the  deserts 
of  Arabia,  and  it  prevailed  m  Imperial  Rom^;  it 
prevailed  amongst  the  pagans  and  amongst  the 
Christians.     There  was  a  short  cessation  in  swne 
few  countries  after  the  memorable  crusade  of  the 
holy  land.    So  may  another  cessation  succeed  the 
crusade  now  preparing  for  your  own  country,  but 
it  will  be  only  momentary.    It  may  last  till  the 
new  tyrant  gets  seated  on  his  throne,  hut  no  longer. 

NjBW  York  had  great  solicitude  on  this  subject. 
Whilst  we  are  inquiring  into  the  constitutionality 
of  it,  the  honorable  Senator  from  that  State  has 
come  out  with  his  law  of  nature.  At  the  same 
time,  an  honorable  Representative  from  the  same 
State  had  submitted,  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, a  resolution  for  a  general  emancipatiom 
Was  this  the  mode  in  which  our  Northern  friends 
intended  to  manifest  their  moderation  ?  Was  this 
the  fraternal  embrace  which  should  press  us  to 
their  bosoms? 

The  gentleman  (Mi.  Kino)  speaks  of  the  b«l- 
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ance'of  power.  He  thinks,  if  you  admit  Missouri 
without  lestriction,  it  will  take  the  balance  of 
power  from  the  non-slareholding  States,  (as  he  is 
pleased  to  call  them,)  which,  he  says,  they  otight 
not  to  give  up  for  any  interest  whatever.  When 
the  Constitution  was  formed,  the  part  which  ap- 
portions the  balance  of  power  also  apportioned  the 
taxes.  The  Government  then  wanted  money,  and 
there  were  no  objections  to  give  a  slave  represent- 
ation to  secure  the  taxes.  This  regulation  of 
Representatives  and  direct  taxes  was  a  Northern 
inyention  entirely ;  and  if  the  gentleman  would 
look  into  the  journals  of  the  Convention,  he  would 
find  that  he  had  taken  a  conspicuous  part  in  it 
hmwdf.  When  this  source  of  revenue  is  no  longer 
necessary,  the  tune  is  turned,  and  the  cry  is  for 
political  power.  They  want  more  Presidential 
votes.  This  was  the  ground  made  by  that  gentle- 
man last  session — that  the  slave  population  gave 
us  twenty  Presidential  votes.  He  will  find  that  in 
his  written  sneeches. 

Sir,  they  already  have  an  overwhelming  prepon- 
derance of  Presidential  votes.  Their  number  is 
one  hundred  and  four  to  seventy-six,  from  repre- 
sentation, and  an  equal  number  in  the  Senate  ;  but 
the  misfortune  is,  they  do  not  all  subscribe  to  the 
same  political  principles ;  and  it  is  necessary  to 
look  for  some  other  source  of  union.  Not  long 
since,  at  the  approach  of  a  Presidential  election, 
for  which  New  York  offered  her  candidates,  the 
puUic  papers  of  that  State  announced  to  the  world, 
that  "  the  voice  of  the  great  State  of  New  York 
would  be  heard." 

Mr.  President,  the  Southern  and  Western  States 
have  not  divideid  the  Government  among  them- 
selves.    No  State  amongst  them  had  yet  given  a 
President  or  Vice  President,  except  Virginia.  Mas- 
sachusetts had  had  her  President  and   two  Vice 
Presidents.     New  York,  it  was  true,  had  not  held 
the  highest  seat  in  the  synagogue,  but  had  given 
us  three  Vice  Presidents.     If  this  was  a  question 
of  power,  the  share  they  had  enjoyed  already  might 
satisfy  an  ordinary  ambition.     The  people  of  the 
United  States  had  not  yet  adopted  the  principle  of 
some  of  the  ancients,  to  elect  for  their  chief  the 
tallest  man,  or  the  largest  man,  or  the  man  who 
could' shoot  best;  nor  the  man  from  the  largest 
State,  or  the  State  that  could  give  most  Presiden- 
tial votes ;  but  hitherto  had  elected  the  man  of  the 
greatest  wisdom,  who  associated  with   it  those 
political  principles  best  adapted  to  the  genius  and 
mterest  of  our  Republican  Government,  without 
any  regard  to  his  local  residence,  or  his  own  sup- 
posed merit.     In  the  new  career  which  the  gen- 
tlraian  from  New  York  (Mr  Kino)  had  run,  he  had 
taken  another  groimd  which  had  excited  no  little 
surprise,  and  one  not  less  dangerous  than  any  in 
his  catalogue.     It  was  the  foUowing :     He  said, 
"  Upon  this  great  question,  we  ought  to  have  a  due 
regard  to  the  feelings  here,  and  to  the  excitement 
elsewhere."     To  this  he  added,  « if  you  give  this 
UMJulgence  to  Missouri,  the  people  of  this  country 
will  not."  ' 

The  gentleman  spoke  this  in  a  manner  a  little* 
naore  peculiar  than  ordinary.  It  would  seem  as  if 
he  expected  this  foreign  excitement  ought  to  have 


some  influence  on  the  Senate.  He  (Mr.  Smith) 
had  on  a  former  day  given  his  opinion  on  this  for- 
eign  excitement ;  he  would  now  notice  it  again,  as 
it  had  come  from  a  statesman  of  high  standing. 
Mr.  S.  said  he  had  a  pleasure  in  avowing,  that  he 
believed  the  American  people  had  as  much  polit- 
ical honesty,  as  much  virtue,  and  as  much  patriot- 
ism, as  any  people  in  the  world,  and  were  as  ready 
to  correct  a  {wlitical  error ;  but  they  were  easily 
misled.  Because  they  were  honest  themselves, 
thev  thought  everybody  else  so.  They  had  their 
rights ;  but  they  had,  by  their  own  Constitution, 
delegated  their  right  of  legislation  to  the  Congress 
alone.  Why,  then,  are  we  so  often  told  of  the 
excitement  of  the  people  ?  Do  their  members  want 
this  auxiliary  aid  ?  Or  does  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  New  York  expect  to  open  a  campaign 
around  the  Capitol,  and  Dring  here  the  sovereign 
people  to  vote  oy  the  brandishing  of  arms,  as  ttM 
Gotnsand  Vandals  werr  accustomed  to  do ;  destroy 
the  delegated  powers,  and  enter  again  into  a  pure 
democracy  ?  No,  sir,  that  gentleman  knows  too 
well  the  danger  of  such  an  experiment.  Does  he 
mention  it,  then,  to  awe  your  deliberations?  If 
he  did.  sir,  his  purpose  was  vain.  Mr.  S.  had 
himself  a  hi^h  regard  for  public  opinion,  and  would 
always  pay  it  due  homage :  but  he  knew  the  ground 
on  which  he  stood,  and  would  never  bow  to  public 
menace. 

Mr.  S.  said,  as  several  gentlemen,  and  especi- 
ally the  gentleman  from  New  York,  had  spoken  of 
the  excitement  of  the  people,  if  these  excited  people 
would  suffer  him  to  approach  them,  he   would 
speak  to  them  himself     He  would  say — You.  the 
people  of  the  Eastern  and  Northern  States,  have 
been  taught  to  believe  we  are  hostile  to  your  inter- 
est and  happiness,  and  that  the  time  had  now  ar- 
rived when  the  South  and  West  ought  to  give  up 
the  Government,  and  let  you  share  the  pubfic  hon- 
ors.    He  would  ask  then,  what  injuries  have  we 
done  you  ?    Or  what   benefits  have  we  deprived 
you  of?    When  you  complained  that  Great  Brit-  - 
ain   refused   to  admit   you   to  share  in  carrying 
plaster  from   Nova   Scotia,  we  joined  you,  and 
passed  a  law  to  prohibit  the  plaster  altogether  until 
you  should  be  permitted  to  carry  also.     The  same  . 
evil  existed  in  the  West  Indi«L  and   we  passed 
another  law  for  your  exclusive  benefit,  that  your  ' 
ships  and  your  seamen  might  be  employed.     The  " 
Southern  and  Western  people  had  no  interest  in  , 
either  of  these  laws,  but  are  great  losers  by  them.  ; 
What  have  you  done  for  us  ?     Not  a  single  thing, 
except  that  you  arc  now  endeavoring  to  disturb 
our  internal  peace. 

You,  the  people  are  told,  by  men  of  high  stand- 
ing, you  hold  in  your  hands  the  supreme  power. 
But  these  gentlemen  have  not  told  you  they  do 
not  intend  you  shall  use  this  power,  unless  when 
it  is  necessary  to  make  use  of  you  as  instruments 
to  overturn  your  Gorcmment.  Turn  your  eyes  to 
the  French  Revolution,  and  you  will  behold  a  de- 
plorable example.  The  French  people  were  told 
they  were  sovereign,  by  those  who  ware  looking 
at  the  Throne.  That  sovereign  people  were  ar- 
rayed in  battle  against  one  another,  until  the  most 
dreadful  scenes  of  blood  and  carnage  ensued.    By 
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this  time,  those  who  intended  to  profit  by  this  game 
were  trying  to  get  rid  of  the  sovereign  people,  and 
they  were  sent  off  to  war  in  Egypt.  A  counter- 
revolution succeeded,  and  the  sovereign  people 
Were  still  chanted  until  they  became  troublesome, 
when  they  w«ere  dif:|)ersed  at  the  mouth  of  the 
cannon.  And  here  the  sovereignty  of  the  people 
ended,  and  the  Government  be^me  despotic. 

Upon  this  very  sovereignty  of  the  people  that 
despotism  was  founded  which  knew  no  control. 
The  whole  nation  was  at  the  nod  of  one  man,  who 
were  sent  at  his  caprice  throughout  all  Europe  to 
fight  the  battles  of  mad  ambition,  until  that  power- 
ful nation  had  nobody  left  but  boys  and  aged 
men.  Havoc  spread  itself  over  one  quarter  of 
the  globe,  until  its  fields  were  crimsoned  with  the 
Wood  and  whitened  with  the  bones  of  the  sov- 
ereign people.  France  herself  has  been  obliged  to 
return  and  settle  down  under  the  same  monarchy 
which  had  governed  her  for  ages ;  to  repair  her 
population,  and  raise  up  another  sovereign  people. 
And  what  has  been  the  fate  of  Europe?  Wby, 
after  a  carnage  of  twenty-five  years,  unexampled 
m  the  history  of  the  world,  the  sovereign  people 
•re  faster  bound  in  the  cords  of  despotism  than 
ever. 

Look  into  the  disUnt  ages  of  antiquity,  and  you 
every  where  find  the  same  thing.  The  people, 
who  are  the  strength  and  ornament  of  a  nation, 
are  always  sovereign  until  the  tyrant  is  ready  to 
pasp  the  sceptre ;  then  they  sink  to  vassals,  and 
bow  in  homage  at  the  despot's  foot.  By  their  fiat 
empires  after  empires  have  been  swept  from  the 
face  of  the  earth,  and  not  a  wreck  left  behind ;  if 
any,  it  was  only  one  of  misery  and  wretchedness ; 
and  from  no  other  cau&e  but  the  gentle  whispers 
of  ambition  that  they  held  the  supreme  power. 
You,  the  excited  people  of  the  North  and  East, 
before  you  detennine  to  shed  that  blood  which 
never  offended  you,  and  put  to  hazard  the  pros- 
perity and  happiness  of  your  country,  inquire  who 
IS  to  rule  after  a  civil  war  shall  end  ?  The  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  has  frequently  spoken  of 
the  blood  which  our  fathers  shed.  It  here  and 
there  bedewed  a  little  spot.  It  was  a  war  for  our 
freedom  against  a  foreign  enemy.  The  war  which 
is  now  waging  for  you  is  one  among  ourselves. 
Civil  wars  are  profuse  in  blood.  They  originate 
from  causes  which  cannot  be  appeased  witkout 
it — the  jaaloosies  and  rivalries  of  wicked  men.  It 
was  felt  among  the  sons  of  Adam:  Cain  slew  his 
innocent  brother,  because  he  himself  could  not  ob- 
tain that  eminence  his  ambition  pointed  to. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  would  here  leave  the  people,  and 
would  pay  his  respects  once  more  to  the  gentleman 
from  .New  York  (Mr.  King.)  To  Ulustrate  hisprop- 
osition  for  restxictmg  Missouri,  he  had  menUoned 
for  our  information  the  famous  case  of  Somerset, 
decided  in  England.  Mr.  President,  this  Somerset 
was  a  bUick  slave,  landed  in  England,  and  upon  a 

auestion  made  before  Lord  Mansfield,  he  decided 
lat  Somerset  was  a  free  man.     For,  said  he,  the 
moment  he  landed  in  England,  the  obligation  to 
serve  his  master  was  cancelled,  because  the  air  of 
England  was  too  pure  for  slavery  to  breathe  in. 
We  had  heard  so  much  of  English  liberty,  and 
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the  reproaches  to  which  we  were  subject  from 
Europeans  for  tolerating  slavery  among  us,  that 
he  would  inquire  whether  the  Europeans  were  en- 
tirely free  from  reproach  themselves.  Were  we 
to  take  the  case  of  Somerset  alone,  as  th«  gentle- 
man had  done,  we  might  reasonably  suppose  that 
England  was  the  great  champion  of  civfl  liberty. 
But  look  at  the  immemorial  practice  of  the  pres»- 
gangs,  who  sweep  off  hundreds  of  the  poor  of  a 
night— -dragged  from  their  starving  families,  and 
thrust  aboard  their  ships  of  war.  Look  at  their 
West  India  Islands ;  they  are  as  full  of  African 
slaves  as  they  can  hold.  They  had  imported 
them  as  long  as  they  could  find  a  spot  to  set  their 
feet  on. 

If  their  own  subjects  praceably  assembled  to 
devise  means  for  a  constitutional  reform,  the  mili- 
tary are  ordered  out,  and  they  are  butchered  and 
trampled  down  like  so  many  wild  beasts.  The 
late  scene  at  Manchester  is  a  memorable  instance. 
The  Prince  Regent,  in  his  speech  to  Parliament, 
calls  this  effort  of  his  subjects  for  a  constitutional 
reform,  "  treason  and  impiety ;"  and  savs,  "  it  is 
'  from  the  cultivation  of  tne  principles  of  religion, 
*  and  from  a  just  subordination  to  lawful  authority, 
'  that  we  can  alone  expect  the  rx>ntinuance  of  tluit 
'  Divine  favor  and  protection  which  have  hitherto 
'  been  so  signally  experienced  by  the  kingdom." 

We  know  the  religion  of  that  Prince  is  exem- 
plary.    We  know  it  has  been  the  policy  of  that 
nation  over  which  he  rules  to  style  itselt  the  bul- 
wark of  religion  and  of  civil  liberty.     They  go 
together  ;  and  whilst  he  is  binding  closer  the  fet- 
ters of  slavery  on  his  subjects  at  home,  he  is  en- 
deavoring, by  his  and  our  pious  missionaries,  to  fix 
the  yoke  of  slavery  on  all  Asia.     He  had  already 
subjugated  more  than  seventy  millions  of  that  un- 
happy people,  and  was  still  extending  his  con- 
quests by  every  artifice.     If  the  people  resist  they 
are  treated  as  rebels. ,  The  wretches  are  excited  to 
disaff^tion,  and  are  subjected  to  the  gibbet,  as  a 
means  of  easier  conquest.     A  faint  picture  of  their 
condition  is  seen  in  the  following   London  ac- 
count: 

"  LoKDON,  Nov.  23. — According  to  advices  lately 
received  from  China,  ihroag h  Mr.  Milne,  of  the  Lon- 
don Missionary  Society,  a  general  agiution  throagh- 
out  that  vast  empire  threatens  to  destroy  the  moat 
ancient  Government  in  the  world.  Secret  aocieties 
arc  aaid  to  be  established  througboot  China,  which  a 
formidable  severity  has  been  vnable  to  luppreas.  In 
the  ainKJe  province  of  (>anton,  one  buadred  and  fiAy 
person*  per  month  have,  for  some  time  past,  perished 
under  the  hands  of  the  executioner." 

The  Bible,  which  some  of  our  friends  tells  us 
was  made  only  for  the  Jews,  and  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  had  laid  aside,  to  give  way 
to  the  laws  of  nature,  was  in  China,  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  English  Government,  translated  into 
every  language  in  that  extensive  empire;  attd 
however  ignorant  of  its  benign  character,  they  are 
obliged  to  adopt  it  as  their  creed.  It  is  denounced 
in  this  Senate  as  not  suited  to  the  policy  of  our 
times ;  England  has  sent  it  to  China  to  pave  the 
way  to  conquest.  It  has  become  like  old  goods ; 
when  unfashionable  in  one  market,  it  is  transported 
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to  anothCT',  to  meet  new  adroirrrs.    What  Gk>d  ^  dayrt  of  Julius  Cesar,  we  ihali  find  every  nm 

— ^. .w 1.  .r  w;. 1:. J  .^1;   I  jtained  with  blood.     That  is   the  country  frtJm 

which  the  most  bitter  reproaches  have  issued 
afainst  slavery.  If  the  gentleman  wished  to  be 
kindly  received  there,  and  to  avoid  these  foul  re- 
IMToaches,  "  that  his  countrynien  were  hypocrites, 
and  his  country  a  land  of  oppression,  fabricating 
nianacles  and  chains  for  slaves,"  he  could  appease 
that  indignation  by  presenting  to  His  Maiestv  a 
ship-load  of  impressed  seamen,  no  matter  of  waat 
country,  for  it  is  now  a  part  of  the  law  of  aatioos 
to  take  them  wheresoever  you  can  find  them  on 
the  high  seas.  England  nas  ceased  to  ensUre 
men,  unless  it  is  in  this  way ;  they  have  latterly 
found  it  more  profitable  to  enslave  nations. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  followed  on  the  same 
side,  and  also  in  reply  to  Mr.  Kino  ;  and  spoke 
nearly  an  hour. 

Mr.  PiNKNEY  obtained  the  floor  for  to-morrow; 
and  then  the  Senate  adjourned. 


gave  to  man  as  the  rule  of  his  morality  and  reli- 
gion,  has  in  all  nations,  in  this  shape  or  that,  been 
converted  into  the  means  of  his  oppression  and 
degradation. 

Mr.  8.  said  he  had  intended  to  avoid  any  remarks 
on  the  policy  or  relij^ion  of  any  other  country  ;  but 

it  had  been  forced  on  him  by  tne  constant  allusions    , ,    „^  ...v,-.^  „, 

of  gentlemen  in  the  Senate,  in  their  arguments  1  that  indignation  by  presenting  to  His  Maj 
against  slavery.     It  is,  we  are  told,  considered  in  '  ship-load  of  impressed  seamen,  no  matter  of 

Europe  as  a  blot  on  our  national  character ;  and,    ""■••»»"'  <"'^-  ■♦  ••  — —  ~  — -♦  -'••i--  1 e  _ 

to  us,  their  reproaches  are  very  painful.  His 
friend  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Otis,)  whom  he 
delighted  to  honor,  had  made  a  broad  appeal.  He 
had  asked,  ''  what  he  should  do  if  he  should  travel 
into  England,  France,  or  Spain  ?"  He  says,  in 
answer  to  himself,  "be  should  be  told  he  had 
come  from  a  land  of  tyrants  instead  of  a  land  of 
*  liberty ;  his  country  was  a  land  of  oppression, 
'  fabricating  manacles  and  chains  for  slaves !" 
His  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Darbodb)  had 
given  the  gentleman  a  sufficient  passport  already, 
to  secure  his  comfort  beyond  the  Atlantic  ;  but  he 
would  himself  help  him  to  further  credentials. 
For  France  he  could  not ;  there  the  gentleman 
must  depend  upon  his  own  accomplished  manners. 
In  all  the  slave  trade  which  had  been  carried  on 
by  the  shipping  of  the  British,  Spani.sh,  Portuguese, 
and  of  our  owm  Northern  and  Eastern  States,  and 
which  they  were  all  now  carrying  on  with  a  high 
hand,  in  the  West  Indies,  and  every  other  port  m 
the  world,  where  they  could  be  received,  France 
had  no  share.  Industry,  tranquillity,  and  the  piu- 
suitof  happiness,  seemed  now  to  govern  her,  under 
the  admini.stration  of  a  mild  monarchy,  without 
invading  the  happiness  of  other  nations.  And 
since  the  struggle  for  power  amongst  her  dema- 
gogues had  ceased,  she  was  happy.     But  if  the 


TuE^DAT,  February  15.  \ 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
pursuant  to  instructions,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam McDonald,  administrator  of  James  McDon- 
ald, deceased,  late  Captain  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,"  was  read  a  third  time,  as  amended, 
and  passed. 

Industry,  tranquillity;  and'the  pur- 1  « J^  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ether 
5,  seemed  now  to  gov-em  her,  under    ?Y^}^^\  admm.strator  of  Thomas  Buckmmster, 

late  lieutenant  in  the  thirty-third  regiment  of  the 

United  States'  infantry,"  was  read  a  third  time,  ^ 

amended,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

motion  of  the  14th  instant,  "for  instructing  the 

him  a,  kinder  reception  than  a  cargo  of  African 


gentleman  should  visit  Spain,  nothing  could  give  ;  "^^'O"^  of  ,    ..      '       -  .  -  .— t-o  t^ 

him  o   k;.,^o,  ,^«~»; —  ♦! „  „r   Af-r I  'committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  into  the 


slaves.  Spain  had  lately  sold  out  her  right  of  im- 
portation to  Great  Britain ;  therefore,  he  had  no 
aoubt,  if  the  gentleman  would  sail  in  one  of  the 
New  England  ships  now  engaged  in  the  slave 
trade,  with  a  good  cargo  of  slaves,  he  might  pass 
himself  as  a  true  Catholic. 

Mr.  President,  there  is  Naples,  which  form^  not 
only  a  little  spot  on  this  globe,  but  a  mere  speck 
among  neighboring  nations,  has  been  making  her 
peace  with  the  Court  of  Brazils,  by  the  sale  of  gal- 
ley-slaves. He  would  read  it  from  a  late  London 
paper: 

"  lA>xooir.  Dee.  20— The  Court  of  Naples  haa  con- 
eladed  a  tk-eaty  with  that  of  Brazila,  fur  placing  at  the 
dispoeal  of  the  latter,  two  thousand  galiey-slavea. 
After  getting  rid  of  the  ahore  nati.ber,  there  will  still 
nmain  fire  thousaod  galley-alaTrs  in  the  Neapolitan 
dominions." 

These  were  not  African  slaves,  but  galley-slaves ; 
apart  of  themselves,  and  their  destiny  to  be  chained 
to  the  oar  for  life.  Should  the  gentleman  wish  to 
extend  his  travels  to  the  new  continent,  to  pay  his 
respects  to  their  Portuguese  Majesties,  he  would  ad- 
vise hira  to  take  a  cargo  of  galley-slaves.  It  could 
not  fail  to  make  him  a  welcome  guest 

If  we  examine  the  history  of  England,  from  the 


expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  holding  the 
district  and  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  district  of  Ohio,  at  Columbus,  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment for  said  State,"  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
npotion  of  the  14th  instant,  for  information  rela- 
tively to  the  securities  given  by  certain  officers  of 
the  Government;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Elliot  presented  the  memorial  of  J.  E. 
White  and  company,  of  Savannah,  stating  that 
they  are  largely  indebted  to  the  United  States  on 
bonds  for  duties  on  merchandise  destroyed  by  fire, 
and  praying  thit  said  bonds  mav  be  cancelled; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Bioren,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  Edward 
De  Krafi^,  of  the  city  of  Washington,  proposing 
to  publish  an  edition  of  the  journal  of  the  old  Con- 
gress, and  soliciting  the  patronage  of  Congress ; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  aiul  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

THE  MISSOURI  QUESTION. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Miasouri  questicHi. 
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M.    d--,:j-_.  .  *f^  .  "  **  lo'iows  .  any  sacrifice  of  Constitut  onal  minrinTp  •  on^  ;- 


speech  is  as  follows 
Mr.  President:   As  I  am  not  a  very  frequent 
speaker  m  this  Assembly,  and  have  shown  a  de- 


any  McriBce  of  Conrtitutional  princide ;  and  ia 
any  event,  ttiat  the  Union  would  easily  and  tti- 
"?P''"n''y  emerge  from  those  portentous  clouds 


•ire,  I  trust,  rather  to  listen  loThe  wisdom  of  o.hen    i^r„t  V.T'*"  "°°'  *■»?  Port*""""  clouds 
thai  ,0  Iay'cl.im  to  superior  kt^^J^Vu^d"!  :  Tnyiro^^lt^  """"""''  "  ^"^^  '°  >-« 

S^LUr^Tn:'o7"m:'lS«h't:'e^  '      '  'Z'"^  "  r°<^  °T'^>«',  U-t  some  of  the 

natural  interest  is  exhausted,  and  every  topic  con- 
?t*L      ^'th  it  is  literally  worn  to  tatters.     I  shall. 


when  they  were  first  presented,  startle  me  not  a 
uttle.  They  were  not,  perhaps,  entirely  new.  Per- 
haps I  had  seen  them  before  in  some  shadowy  and 
doubtful  shape. 


If  shape  it  might  be  called,  that  shape  had  none 
Distiflf uishabie  in  member,  joint,  or  limb. 


I  assure  you,  sir,  speak  with  laudable  brevity— not 
merely  on  account  of  the  feeble  state  of  my  health, 
and  from  some  reverence  for  the  laws  of  good  taste 

which  forbid  me  to  speak  otherwise,  but  also  from  -  * 

a  sense  of  justice  to  those  who  honor  me  with  I  But  in  the  honorable  gentleman's  speech  thev 
tueir  attention.  My  single  purpose,  as  I  suggested  {  were  shadowy  and  doubtful  no  longer,  ^e  exhili 
yesterday,  is  to  subject  to  a  friendly,  yet  close  ex-  ited  them  in  forms  so  boldly  and  accurately  de- 
amination,  some  poruons  of  a  speech,  imposing  fined,  with  contours  so  distinctly  traced,  with  fta- 
certamly  on  account  of  the  distinguished  quarter  '  «ures  so  pronounced  and  striking,  that  I  was  un- 
iTomwtienceitcame— not  eery  imposing,  if  I  may  »o  I  conscious  for  a  moment  that  they  might  be  old 
say,  without  departing  from  that  respect  which  I ;  acquaintances.  I  received  them  as^im'  hogpiUt 
sincerely  feel  and  intend  to  manifest  for  eminent '  within  these  walls,  and  gazed  upon  them  withas- 
*  iVif  ,lP°^"P*"^°^*^'^°^^'^y<''^r"^on.  i  tonishment  and  alarm.  I  have  recovered,  how- 
I  believe,  Mr.  President,  that  I  am  about  as  likely 'ever,  thank  God,  from  this  paroxysm  of  tcrr»r 
to  retract  an  opinion  which  I  have  formed  as  any  !  although  not  from  that  of  astonishment  I  have 
member  of  this  bodv,  who,  being  a  lover  of  truth,  I  sought  and  found  tranquillity  and  courage  in  my 
Ik'^l^k^J*  J  '*  ^.  diligence  before  he  imagines  former  consolatory  faith.  My  reUance  is  tkat  thei 
tnat  he  has  found  jt ;  but  I  suspect  that  we  are  all  principles  will  obtain  no  general  currency  •  for  if 
of  us  so  consututed  as  that  neither  argument  nor  they  sKouW,  it  requires  no  gloomy  imagination 'to 
declamation,  levelled  against  recorded  and  pub-  sadden  the  perspective  of  the  future.  My  reliance 
"!z:.,  .l^"*'°_°'  ^^.°.  f^^^y  discover  a  practicable    »s  upon  the  unsophisticated  good  sense  and  noWe 

" "  •  •  spirit  of  the  American  people.    I  have  what  I  may 

be  allowed  to  call  a  proud  and  patriotic  trust,  that 
•^^y..^^'  ?'^^  countenance  to  no  principles  which 


_, — — .,,,».*  <.c^ai;r  uiavuttrr  it  pmcucaoie 
avenue  through  which  he  may  hope  to  reach  either 
our  heads  or  our  hearts.   I  nxention  this  lest  it  may 


excite  surprise,  when    I  take  the  liberty  to  add,,       ,      -_ „^j,x_ 

that  the  sneech  of  the  honorable  genUeman  from  if  followed  out  to  their  obvious  consequence!"^ 
ixcw  York,  upon  the  great  subject  with  which  it  not  only  shake  the  goodly  fabric  of  the  UnioB  to 
was  principally  occupied,  has  left  me  as  great  an  I  its  foundation,  but  reduce  it  to  a  melancholy  ruin 
!??  k^fl'*/?^*'  ""/r  "  ^  fosBiUe,  indeed,  that  |  The  people  of  this  country,  if  I  do  not  wholly  mis^ 
If  1  had  had  the  good  fortune  to  hear  that  speech  take  their  character,  are  wise  as  well  as  virtuona. 
at  an  earli<>r  Ktairo  nf  tki.  /loK»««    ,wi _ir Tk-..  u .1 1' _     i*  .,    .   »    .       .         "  -^-^ 


at  an  earlier  stage  of  this  debate,  when  alfwB* 
fresh  and  new,  although  I  feel  confident  that  the 
analysis  which  it  contoined  of  the  Constitution,  il- 
lustrated as  it  was  bv  historical  anecdote  rather  than 
by  reasoning,  would  have  been  just  as  unsatisfac- 
tory to  me  then  as  it  is  now,  I  might  not  have  been 
altogether  unmoved  by  those  warnings  of  approach- 
ing evil  which  it  seemed  to  intimate,  especially 
wh^n  taken  in  connexion  with  the  observationi  of 
the  same  honorable  gentleman  on  a  preceding  day 
"that  delays  in  disposing  of  this  subject  in  the 
manner  he  desires  are  dangerous,  and  that  we  stand 


ever,  (speaking  only  for  myself,)  to  sav  that  the 
hour  of  dismav  is  passed.  I  have  heard  the  tones 
of  the  larum  bell  on  all  sides,  until  thev  have  be- 
come fanailiar  to  my  ear,  and  have  lost  their  power 
to  appal,  if,  indeed,  they  ever  possessed  it.  Not- 
withstanding occasional  appearances  of  rather  an 
unfavorable  description,  1  have  long  since  per- 
suaded myself  that  the  Missouri  question,  as  it  is 
called,  m^t  be  laid  to  rest,  with  innocence  and 


They  know  the  value  of  that  Federal  association 
which  is  to  them  the  single  pledge  and  guarantee 
of  power  and  peace.  Their  warm  and  pious  afifee- 
tions  will  cling  to  it  as  to  their  only  hope  of  pros- 
perity and  happiness,  in  defiance  of  pernicious  ab- 
stractions, by  whomsoever  inculcated,  or  howsoeyer 
seductive  and  alluring  in  their  aspect. 

Sir,  it  is  not  an  occasion  like  this,  although  con- 
nt^cted,  as  contrary  to  all  reasonable  expectation  it 
has  been,  with  fearful  and  disorganizing  theories, 
which  would  make  our  estimates,  whether  fanciful 
or  sound,  of  natural  law,  the  measure  of  civil  rights 


--  -  - — B— -"-",  -"*• ."«.  »T  c  aiouu    "•  cvuuu,  ui  uaiurai  la w,  inc  measure  01  civu  ngnts 
on  Slippery  ground. '     I  must  be  permitted,  how-    and  political  sovereignty  in  the  social  state,  that 

ever,  (SDeakllUr    Onlv  for    mvuplfi    tn    «iw    rko*    ♦!.-,      ran  ham,  tko  IT..:.^-        I. .  ; I J  I •    L. 


can  harm  the  Union.  It  most  indeed  be  a  mighty 
storm  that  can  push  from  its  moorings  this  sacred 
bark  of  the  common  safety.  It  is  not  every  tri- 
fling breeze,  however  it  may  be  made  to  sob  and 
howl  in  imitation  of  the  tempest,  by  the  auxiliarr 
breath  of  the  ambitious,  the  timid,  or  the  discon- 
tented, that  can  drive  this  gallant  vessel,  freighted 
with  every  thing  that  is  dear  to  an  American  bo»> 
om,  upon  the  rocks,  or  lay  it  a  sheer  hulk  upon  the 
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ocean.  I  may,  perhaps,  mistake  the  flattering  sug- 
gestions of  hope,  (the  greatest  of  all  flatterers,  as 
we  are  told,^  for  the  conclusions  of  sober  reason 


Yet  it  is  a  pleasing  error,  if  it  be  an  error,  and  no 
man  shall  take  it  from  me.  I  will  continue  to 
cherish  the  belief,  in  defiance  of  the  public  patron- 


age 
Yor 


the  limbs  of  its  local  sovereignty,  and  than  man- 
gled and  disparaged,  and  thus  only,  to  receive  it 
mto  the  bosom  of  the  Constitution.  It  is  now 
avowed  that  while  Maine  is  to  be  ushered  into  the 
Union  with  every  possible  demonstration  of  stu- 

„      . 77 r"  J.-—  ^w.,„     dious  reverence  on  our  part,  and  on  hers  with  col- 

^  given  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  ^ew  ors  flying,  and  all  the  other  graceful  accompani- 
_  ork,  with  more  than  his  ordinary  zeal  and  solem-  ments  of  honorable  triumph,  this  ill-condiUoned 
nity,  to  deadly  speculations  which,  i^vokmg  the  \  upstart  of  the  West,  this  obscure  foundling  of  a 
name  of  trod  to  aid  theu-  faculties  for  mischief,  1  wUderness  that  was  but  ytstcrday  the  hunting 
strike  at  all  establishments  that  the  union  of  these  '  ground  of  the  savage,  is  to  find  her  way  into  tie 
States  IS  formed  to  bear  up  against  far  ^eater  :  American  family  as  she  can,  with  a  humiliating 
sfi|Ocks  than,  through  all  vici.ssitudes,  it  is  ever  badge  of  remediless  inferiority  patched  upon  her 
likely  to  encounter.  I  will  continue  to  cherish  the  |  garments,  with  the  mark  of  recent  qualified  man- 
t>eliel  that,  although  like  all  other  human  institu- ;  umission  upon  her,  or  rather  with  a  brand  upon 
turns,  It  may  for  a  season  be  disturbed,  or  suffer  ,  her  forehead  to  tell  the  story  of  her  territorial  vas- 
momentary  eclipse  by  the  transit  across  its  disk  of;  salage,  and  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  her  evil 
some  malignant  planet,  it  possesses  a  recuperative  propensities.  It  is  now  avowed  that,  while  the 
lorce  a  redeenung  energy  in  the  hearts  of  the  peo-  robust  District  of  Maine  i:,  to  be  seated  by  the  side 
pre,  that  wUJ  soon  restore  it  to  its  wonted  calm  and  |  of  her  truly  respectable  parenL  coK)rdinate  in  au- 
give  It  back  Its  accustomed  splendor.  On  such  a  I  thority  and  honor,  and  is  to  be  dandled  into  that 
subject  I  wiU  discard  all  hysterical  apprehensions,  power  and  dignity  of  which  she  does  not  sUnd  in 
I  Will  deal  in  no  sinister  auguries,  I  will  indulge  I  need,  but  which  undoubtedly  she  deserves,  the 
m  no  hypochondriacal  forebodings.  I  will  look  for-  j  more  infantine  and  feeble  Missouri  is  to  be  repel- 
ward  to  the  future  with  gay  and  cheerful  hope;  led  with  harshness,  and  forbidden  to  come  al^l, 
and  wiU  make  the  prosnect  smile,  in  fancy  at  least,  unless  with  the  iron  coUar  of  servitude  about  her 
unul  overwhelmmg  reality  shall  render  it  no  longer  \  neck,  instead  of  the  civic  crown  of  republican  free- 

^L     ■       M  .1.  L I  ^^*™  "P^°  ^^^  brows,  and  is  to  be  doomed  for  ever 

1  have  said  thus  much,  sir,  in  order  that  I  may  ;  to  loading  strings,  unless  she  will  exchange  those 
be  understood  as  meeting  the  Constitutional  ques- ;  leading  strings  for  shackles 

Uon  as  a  mere  question  of  interpretation,  and  as  ;  I  am  told  that  you  have  the  power  to  esUblish 
disdaining  to  press  into  the  service  of  my  argu- '  this  odious  and  revolting  distinction,  and  I  am  re- 
ment  upon  it  prophetic  fears  of  any  sort,  however  '  ferred  for  the  proofs  of  that  power  to  various  parts 
Oiey  niay  be  countenanced  by  an  avowal,  formi- 1  of  the  Constitution,  but  principally  to  that  part  of 
dable  by  reason  of  the  high  reputation  of  the  indi- ;  it  which  authorize*  the  admission  of  new  States 
vidual  by  whom  it  has  been  hazarded,  of  senti- 1  into  the  Union.  I  am  myself  of  opinion  that  it  is 
ments  the  most  destrucuve^  which,  if  not  borrowed  '  in  that  part  only  that  the  advocates  for  this  restric- 


from,  are  identical  with,  the  worst  visions  of  the 
political  philosophy  of  France  when  all  the, ele- 
ments of  discord  and  misrule  were  let  loose  upon 
that  devoted  nation.  I  mean  "  the  infinite  perfec- 
tibility of  man  and  his  institutions,"  and  the  reso- 
lution of  every  thing  into  a  state  of  nature.  I  have 
another  motive  which,  at  the  risk  of  being  miscon- 
strued, I  will  declare  without  reserve.  With  my 
convictions,  and  with  my  feelings,  I  never  will 
consent  to  hold  confederated  America  as  bound 
together  by  a  silken  cord,  which  any  instrument 
of  niischief  may  sever,  to  the  view  of  monarchical 
foreigners,  who  look  with  a  jealous  eye  upon  that 
glorious  experiment  which  is  now  in  progress 
amongst  us  in  favor  of  republican  freedom.  Let 
them  make  such  prophecies  as  they  will,  and  nour- 
ish such  feelings  as  they  may :  I  will  not  contri- 
bute to  the  fulfilment  of  the  former,  nor  minbter 
to  the  gratification  of  the  latter. 

Sir,  It  was  but  the  other  day  that  we  were  for- 


tion  can,  with  any  hope  of  success,  apply  for  a 
license  to  oppose  it,  and  that  the  efforts  which 
have  been  made  to  find  it  in  other  portions  of  that 
instrument,  are  too  desperate  to  retjuire  to  be  en- 
countered. I  shall,  however,  examine  those  other 
portions  before  I  have  done,  lest  it  should  be  sup- 
posed by  those  who  have  relied  upon  them,  that 
what  I  omit  to  answer  I  believe  to  be  unanswer- 
able. 

The  clause  of  the  Constitution  which  relates  to 
the  admission  of  new  States  is  in  these  words : 
"  The  Congress  may  admit  new  States  into  this 
Union,"  Ac,  and  the  advocates  for  restriction 
maintain  that  the  use  of  the  word  "may"  imports 
discretion  to  admit  or  to  reject ;  and  that  in  this 
discrption  is  wrapped  up  another — that  of  prescri- 
bing the  terms  and  conditions  of  admission  in  case 
you  are  willing  to  admit  Oijus  est  dare  tjus  est 
di»p<mere.  I  will  not  for  the  present  inquire  whe- 
ther this  involved  discretion  to  dictate  the  terms 


v;jj„'   /  \    e    Z\T     7  ' ^      .  -      ""  iJiYuivcu  uiM:rtruoa  u)  uiciaic  me  terms 

bidden  (properly  forbidden,  I  am  sure,  for  the  pro- 1  of  admission  belongs  to  you  or  not.     It  is  fit  that 


hibition  came  from  you)  to  aiiume  that  there  ex 
isted  any  intention  to  impose  a  prospective  restraint 
on  the  domestic  legislation  of  Missouri — a  restraint 
to  act  upon  it  contemporaneously  with  its  origin  as 
a  State,  and  to  continue  adhesive  to  it  through  alJ 
the  stages  of  its  political  existence.  We  are  now, 
however,  permitted  to  know  that  it  is  determined 
by  a  sort  of  political  surgery  to  amputate  one  of 


I  should  first  look  to  the  namre  and  extent  of  it 

I  think  I  may  assume  that  if  such  a  power  be 
any  thing  but  nominal,  it  is  much  more  than  ade- 
quate to  the  present  object ;  that  it  is  a  power  of 
vast  expansion,  to  which  human  sagacity  can  as- 
sign no  reasonable  limits;  that  is  a  capacious  res- 
ervoir of  authority,  from  which  you  may  take,  in 
all  time  to  come,  as  occasion  may  serve,  the  means 
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of  oppression  as  well  as  of  benefaction.     I  know 
that  It  professes  at  this  moment  to  be  the  chosen 
instrument  of  protecting  mercy,  and  would  win 
upon  us  by  its  benignant  smiles  ;  but  I  know,  too, 
it  can  frown  and  play  the  tyrant,  if  it  be  so  dis- 
posed.  Notwithstanding  the  softness  which  it  now 
assumes,  and  the  care  with  which  it  conceals  its 
giant  proportions  beneath  the  deceitful  drapery  of 
sentiment,  when  it  next  appears  before  you  it  may 
show  itself  with  a  sterner  countenance  and   in 
more  awful  dimensions.     It  isj  to  speak  the  truth, 
sir,  a  power  of  colossal  size ;  if,  indeed,  it  be  not 
an  abuse  of  language  to  call  it  by  the  gentle  name 
of  o  pover.     Sir,  it  is  a  wilderness  of  powers,  of 
which  fancy,  in  her  happiest  mood,  is  unable  to 
perceive  the  far  distant  and  shadowy  boundary. 
Armed  with  such  a  power,  with  religion  in  one 
hand  and  philanthropy  in  the  other,  and  followed 
with  a  goodly  train  of  public  and  private  virtues, 
you  may  achieve  more  conquests  over  sovereignties, 
not  your  own,  than  tails  to  the  common  lot  of  even 
uncommon  ambition.     By  the  aid  of  such  a  pow- 
er, skilfully  employed,  you  may  "  bridge  your  way" 
over  the  Hellespont  that  separates  State  legisla- 
tion from  that  of  Congress ;  and  you  may  do  so 
for  pretty  much  the  same  purpose  with  which 
Xerxes  once  bridged  his  way  across  the  Helles- 
pont, that  separates  Asia  from  Europe.     He  did 
so,  in  the  language  of  Milton,  "  the  liberties  of 
Greece  to  yoke."     You  may  do  so  for  the  analo- 
gous purpose  of  subjugating  and  r^lucing  the  sov- 
ereignties of  States,  as  your  taste  or  convenience 
^y  suggest,  and  fashioning  them  to  your  impe- 
rial will.     There  are  those  in  this  House  who  ap- 
pear to  think,  and  I  doubt  not  sincerely,  that  the 
particular   restraint   now  under   consideration   is 
wise,  and  benevolent,  and  good:  wise  as  respects 
the  Union,  good  as  respects  Missouri,  benevolent 
as  respects  the  unhappy   victims  whom,  with  a 
novel  kindness,  it  would  incarcerate  in  the  South, 
and  bless  by  decay  and  extirpation.     Let  all  such 
beware,  lest  in  their  desire  for  the  effect  which 
they   believe    the   restriction  will    produce,    they 
are  too  easily  satisfied  that  they  have  the  right 
to  impose  it.     The  moral   beauty  of  the  present 
purpose,  or  even  its  political   recommendations, 
(whatever  they  may  be.)  can  do  nothing  for  a 
power  like  this,  which  claims  to  prescribe  condi- 
tions ad  libitum,  and  to  be  competent  to  this  pur- 
pose, because  it  is  competent  to  all.     This  restric- 
tion, if  it  be  not  smothered  in  its  birth,  will  be  but 
a  small  part  of  the  progeny  of  that  prolific  power. 
It  teenis  with  a  mighty  brood,  of  which  this  may 
be  entitled  to  the  distinction  of  comeliness  as  well 
as  of  primogeniture.      The   rest   may  want  the 
boasted  loveliness  of  their  predecessor,  and  be  even 
uglier  than  "  Lapland  witches." 

Perhaps,  sir,  you  will  permit  me  to  remind  you 
that  it  IS  almost  always  in  company  with  those 
considerations  that  interest  the  heart  in  some  way 
or  other,  that  encroachment  steals  into  the  world. 
A  bad  purpose  throws  no  veil  over  the  licenses  of 
power.  It  leaves  them  to  be  seen  as  they  are.  It 
affords  them  no  protection  from  the  inquiring  eye 
of  jealousy.  The  danger  is,  when  a  tremendous 
discretion  like  the  present  is  attempted  to  be  as- 


sumed, as  on  this  occasion,  in  the  names  of  pity,  of 
religion,  of  national  honor,  and  national  prosperity; 
when  encroachment  tricks  itself  out  in  the  robes 
of  piety  or  humanity,  or  addresses  itself  to  pride  of 
country,  with  all  its  kindred  passions  and  motives. 
It  is  then  that  the  guardians  of  the  Constitution 
are  apt  to  slumber  on  their  watch,  or,  if  awake,  to 
niistake  for  lawful  rule  some  pernicious  arr(^- 
tion  of  power. 

I  would  not  discourage  authorized  legislation 
upon  those  kindly,  generous,  and  noble  feelings, 
which  Providence  has  given  to  us  for  the  best  at 
purposes;  but  when  power  to  act  is  under  discus- 
sion, I  will  not  look  to  the  end  in  view,  lest  I 
should  become  indifferent  to  the  lawfulness  of  the 
means.  Let  us  discard  from  this  high  Constitu- 
tional question,  ail  those  extrinsic  considerations 
which  have  been  forced  into  its  discussion.  Let 
us  endeavor  to  approach  it  with  a  philosophic  im- 
partiality of  temper,  with  a  sincere  desire  to  ascer- 
tain the  boundaries  of  our  authority,  and  a  deter- 
mination to  keep  our  wishes  in  subjection  to  our 
allegiance  to  the  Constitution. 

slavery,  we  are  told  in  many  a  pamphlet,  me- 
morial, and  speech,  with  which  the  press  has  lately 
groaned,  is  a  foul  blot  upon  our  otherwise  imma, 
culate  reputation.  Let  this  be  conceded — yet  you 
are  no  nearer  than  before  to  the  conclusion  that 
you  possess  power  which  may  deal  with  other  sub- 
jects as  effectually  as  with  this.  Slavery,  we  are 
further  told,  with  some  pomp  of  meUphor,  is  a 
canker  at  the  root  of  all  that  is  excellent  in  this 
republican  empire, a  pestilent  disease  that  is  snatch- 
ing the  youthlul  bloom  from  its  cheek,  prostrating 

its  honor  and  withering  its  strength.     Be  it  so 

yet  if  you  have  power  to  medicine  to  it  in  the  way 
proposed,  and  m  virtue  of  the  diploma  which  you 
claim,  you  have  also  power  in  the  distribution  of 
your  political  alexipharmics  to  present  the  dead- 
liwt  drugs  to  every  Territory  that  would  become 
a  State,  and  bid  it  drink  or  remain  a  colony  for- 
ever. Slavery,  we  are  also  told,  is  now  "  rollin* 
onward  with  a  rapid  tide  towards  the  boundless 
regions  of  the  West,"  threatening  to  doom  them  to 
sterility  and  sorrow,  unless  some  potent  voice  can 
say  to  it,  thus  far  shalt  thou  go  and  no  farther. 
Slavery  engenders  pride  and  indolence  in  him  who 
commands,  and  inflicts  intellectual  and  moral  de> 
gradation  on  him  who  serves.  Slavery,  in  fine,  is 
unchristian  and  abominable.  Sir,  I  shall  not  stop 
to  deny  that  slavery  is  all  thiu  and  more,j  but  I 
shall  not  think  myself  the  less  authorized  to  deny 
that  it  is  for  you  to  stay  the  course  oii  this  dark  tor- 
rent, by  opposing  to  it  a  mound  raised  up  by  the 
labors  of  this  portentous  discretion  on  the  domain 
of  others ;  a  mound  which  you  cannot  erect  but 
through  the  instrumentality  of  a  trespass  of  no 
ordinary  kind — not  the  comparatively  iimocent 
trespass  that  beats  down  a  tew  blades  oi  grass 
which  the  first  kind  sun  or  the  next  refreshing 
shower  may  cause  to  spring  again — but  that  whien 
levels  with  the  ground  the  lordliest  trees  of  the 
forest,  and  claims  immortality  for  the  destruction 
which  it  indicts. 

i  shall  not,  I  am  sure,  be  told  that  I  exaggente 
this  power.    It  has  been  admitted  here  and  else- 
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where  that  I  do  not.    But  I  want  no  such  conces- 
Moo.    It  is  manifest  that,  as  a  discretionary  power 
It  IS  every  thin^  or  nothing;  that  its  head  is  in  the 
clouds,  or  that  it  is  a  mere  figment  of  enthusiastic 
speculation ;  tljat  it  has  no  existence,  or  that  it  is 
an  alarming  vortex  ready  to  swallow  up  all  such 
portions  of  the  sovereignty  of  an  infant  State  as 
ou  may  think  fit  to  cast  into  it  as  preparatory  to 
the  introduction  into  the  Union  of  the  miserable 
residue.    No  man  can  contradict  me  when  I  say 
^^*^  if  you  have  this  power,  you  may  squeeze 
down  a  new-bom  sovereign  State  to  the  size  of  a 
p«mv,  and   then   taking  it  between  finger  and 
thumb,  stick  it  into  some  nitch  of  the  Unwn,  and 
stiU  continue,  by  way  of  mockery,  to  call  it  a  State 
in  the  sense  of  the  Constitution.     You  may  waste 
it  to  a  shadow,  and  then  introduce  it  into  the  soci- 
ety of  flesh  and  blood,  an  object  of  scorn  and  deri- 
sion.   You  may  sweat  and  reduce  it  to  a  thing  of 
skm  and  bone,  and  then  place  the  ominous  skele- 
ton beside  the  ruddy  and  healthful  members  of  the 
Union,  that  it  may  have  leisure  to  mourn  the  lam- 
entable difference  between  itself  and  its  compan- 
io^  *o  brood  over  its  disastrous  promotion,  and  to 
seek,  in  justifiable  discontent,  an  opportunity  for 
separation,  and  insurrection,  and  rebellion.    What 
may  vou  not  do  by  dexterity  and  perseverance 
with  this  terrific  power  ?    You  may  give  to  a  new 
State,  in  the  form  of  terms  which  it  cannot  reftise 
(as  I  shall  show  you  hereafter,)  a  statute  book  of 
a  thousand  volumes,  providing  not  for  ordinary 
cases  only,  but  even  for  possibilities ;  you  may  lay 
the  yoke,  no  matter  whether  light  or  heavy,  upon 
the  necks  of  the  latest  posterity ;  you  may  send 
this  searching  power  into  every  hamlet  for  centu- 
ries to  come,  by  laws  enacted  m  the  spirit  of  pro- 
phecy, and  regulating  all  those  dear  relations  of 
domestic  concern  which  belong  to  local  legislation 
and  which  even  local  legislation  touches  with  a 
delicate  and  sparine  hand.    This  is  the  first  inroad 
Bat  wUl  It  be  the  last  ?    This  provision  is  but  a 
pioneer  for  others  of  a  more  desolating  aspect.     It 
is  that  fatal  bridge  of  which  MUton  speaks,  and 
when  once  firmly  built,  what  shall  hinder  you  to  pass 
it  when  you  please  for  the  purpose  of  plundering  I 
power  after  power,  at  the  expense  of  new  States,  ^  ' 
you  will  still  continue  to  call  them,  and  raising  up  I 
prospective  codes  urevocable  and  immortal,  which  ' 
shall  h»ve  to  those  States  the  empty  shadows  of 
domestic  sovereignty,  and  convert  them  into  petty 
pag^nts,  m  themselves  contemptible,  but  rendered 
infinitely  more  so  by  the  contrast  of  their  humble 
faculties  with  the  proud  and  admitted  pretensions 
of  those  who,  having  doomed  them  to  the  inferior- 
ity of  vassals,  have  condescended  to  take  them  into 
thar  society  and  under  their  protection  ? 

I  shall  be  told,  perhaps,  that  you  can  have  no 
temptation  to  do  all  or  any  part  of  this,  and,  more- 
over, that  you  can  do  nothing  of  yourselves,  or,  in 
other  words,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  new 
State.  The  last  of  these  suggestions  I  shall  ex- 
amine by  and  by.  To  the  first,  I  answer  that  it  is 
not  incumbent  upon  me  to  prove  that  this  discre- 
tion will  be  abused.  It  is  enough  for  me  to  prove 
the  vastness  of  the  power  as  an  inducement  to 
make  us  pause  upon  it,  and  to  inquire  with  atten- 


tion whether  there  is  any  apartment  in  the  Consti- 
tution large  enough  to  give  it  entertainment.    It  is' 
more  than  enough  for  me  to  show  that  vast  a.<i  is  this 
power,  it  is  with  reference  to  mere  Territories  an 
irresponsible  power.    Power  is  irresponsible  wheir' 
it  acts  upon  those  who  are  defenceless  against  it ; 
who  cannot  check  it,  or  contribute  to  check  it  in  its 
exercise;  who  can  resist  it  only  by  force.     The 
Territory  of  Missouri   has  no  check   upon    this 
power.     It  has  no  share  in  the  government  of  the 
Union.  In  this  body  it  has  no  representative.   In  the 
other  House  it  has,  by  courtesy,  an  agent  who  may 
remonstrate,  but  cannot  vote.     That  such  an  irre- 
sponsible power  is  not  likely  to  be  abused,  who  will ' 
undertake  to  assert  ?    If  it  is  not,  "  experience  is  a 
cheat,  and  fact  a  liar."     The  power  which  Eng- 
land claimed  over  the  colonies  was  such  a  power, 
and  it  was  abus«?d ;  and  hence  the  Revolution! 
Such   a  power  is  always  perilous  to  those  who 
wield  it,  as  well  as  to  those  on  whom  it  is  exerted. 
Oppression  is  but  another  name  for  irresponsible 
power,  if  history  is  to  be  trusted. 

The  free  spirit  of  our  Constitution  and  of  our 
people,  is  no  assurance  against  the  propension  of 
unbridled  power  to  abuse,  when  it  acts  upon  colo- 
nial dependants  rather  than  upon  ourselves.     Free 
States,  as  well  as  despots,  have  oppressed  those 
whom  they  were  bound  to  fojrter ;  and  it  is  the  na- 
ture of  man  that  it  should  be  so.    The  love  of  pow- 
er, and  the  desire  to  display  it  when  it  can  be  done 
with  impunity,  is  inherent  in  the  human  heart. 
Turn  It  out  at  the  door,  and  it  will  in  again  at  the 
window.     Power  is  displayed  in  its  fullest  measure, 
and  with  a  captivating  dignity,  by  restraints  and 
conditions.    The  pruriiag  hgei>  ftrendi  is  a  universal 
disease;   and  conditions  are  laws  as  far  as  they 
go.     The  vanity  of  human  wisdom,  and  the  pre- 
I  sumption  of  human  reason,  are  proverbial.     This 
I  ^-anitv  and  this  presumption  are  often  neither  rea- 
'  spnable  nor  wise.    Humanity,  too,  sometimes  plays 
J  fantastic  tricks  with  power.     Time,  moreover,  is 
[  fruitful   in    temptations   to  convert  discretionary 
power  to  all  sorts  of  purposes. 
'      Time,   that  withers  the  strength  of  man  and 
'  strews  around  him  like  autumnal  leaves  the  ru- 
ms of  his  proudest  monuments,"  produces  great 
vicissitudes  in  modes  of  thinking  and  feeling.     It 
brings  along  with  it,  in  its  progress  new  circimi- 
stances,  new  combinations  and  modifications  of  the 
old,  generating  new  views,  motives,  and  caprices, 
new  fanaticisms  of  endless  variety—in  short,  new 
every  thing.    We  ourselves  ar3  always  changing— 
and  what  to-day  ^/e  have  but  a  small  desire  to  at- 
tempt, to-morrow  becomes  the  object  of  our  pas- 
sionate aspirations. 

There  is  such  a  thing  as  enthusiasm,  moral,  reli- 
gious, or  political,  or  a  compound  of  Jl  three;  and 
It  is  wonderful  what  it  will  attempt,  and  from 
what  imperceptible  beginnings  it  sometimes  rises 
into  a  mighty  agent.  Rising  from  some  obscure 
or  unknown  source,  it  first  shows  itself  a  petty  riv- 
ulet, which  scarcely  murmurs  over  the  pebbles  that 
obstruct  its  way ;  then  it  swells  into  a  fierce  tor- 
rent, bearing  all  before  it ;  and,  again,  like  some 
mountain  stream  which  occasional  rains  have  pre- 
cipitated upon  the  valley,  it  sinks  once  more  mto 
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a  rivulet,  and  finally  leaves  its  channel  dry.  Such 
a  thing  has  happened.  I  do  not  say  that  it  is  now 
happening.  It  would  not  become  me  to  say  so. 
But,  if  it  should  occur,  wo  to  the  unlucky  Terri- 
tory that  should  be  struggling  to  make  its  way  into 
the  Union  at  the  moment  when  the  opposing  in- 
undation was  at  its  height,  and  at  the  same  instant 
this  wide  Mediterranean  of  discretionary  powers, 
which  it  seems  is  ours,  should  open  up  all  its 
sluices,  and  with  a  consentaneous  rush,  mingle 
with  th«  turbid  waters  of  the  others  i     *     *     »    ♦ 

"  New  States  tnay  be  admitted  by  the  Congress 
into  this  Union."  It  is  objected  that  the  word 
"  may"  imports  power,  not  obligation — a  right  to 
decide — a  discretion  to  grant  or  refuse. 

To  this  it  might  be  answered,  that  pover  is  dutp, 
on  many  occasions.  But  let  it  be  conceded  that  it 
is  discretionary.  What  consequence  follows  ?  A 
power  to  refuse,  in  a  case  like  this,  does  not 'Neces- 
sarily involve  a  power  to  exact  terms.  You  must 
look  to  the  result,  which  is  the  declared  object  of 
the  power.  Whether  you  will  arrive  at  it  or  not 
may  depend  on  your  will ;  but  you  cannot  com- 
promise with  the  result  intended  and  professed. 

What,  then,  is  the  professed  result  f  To  admit 
a  State  into  this  Union. 

What  is  that  Union  ?  A  confederation  of  States 
equal  in  sovereignty,  capable  of  every  thing  which 
the  Constitution  does  not  forbid,  or  authorize  Con- 
gress to  forbid.  It  is  an  equal  Union  between  par- 
ties equally  sovereign.  They  were  sovereign,  in- 
dependently of  the  Union.  The  object  of  the  j 
Union  was  common  protection  for  the  exercise  of 
already  exi.sting  sovereignty.  The  parties  gave  up 
a  portion  of  that  sovereignty  to  insure  the  remain- 
der. As  far  as  they  gave  it  up  by  the  common 
compact  they  have  ceased  to  be  sovereign.  The 
Union  provides  the  means  of  defending  the  resi- 
due ;  and  it  is  into  that  Union  that  a  new  State  is 
to  come.     By  acceding  to  it,  the  new  State  is 

f  laced  on  the  same  footing  with  the  original  States,  j 
t  accedes  for  the  same  purpose,  that  is,  protection 
for  its  unsurrendered  sovereignty.  If  it  comes  in 
shorn  of  its  beams — crippled  and  disparaged  be- 
yond the  original  States,  it  is  not  into  the  original 
Union  that  it  comes.  For  it  is  a  different  sort  of 
Union.  The  first  was  Union  intfr  pares :  This  is 
a  Union  between  disparate*,  between  giants  and 
a  dwarf,  between  power  and  feebleness,  between 
full  proportioned  sovereignties  and  a  miserable 
image  of  power— a  thing  which  that  very  Union 
has  shrunk  and  shrivelled  from  r.t.s  just  size,  instead 
of  preserving  it  in  its  true  dimensions. 

It  is  into  "  this  Union,"  that  is,  the  Union  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  that  you  are  to  admit,  or  re- 
fuse to  admit  You  can  admit  into  no  other. 
You  cannot  make  the  Union,  as  to  the  new  State, 
what  it  is  not  as  to  the  old ;  for  then  it  is  not  thi» 
Union  that  you  open  for  the  entrance  of  a  new 
party.  If  you  make  it  ento-  into  a  new  and  addi- 
tional compact,  is  it  any  longer  the  same  Union  7 
We  are  told  that,  admitting  a  State  into  the 
Union  is  a  compact.  Yes ;  but  what  sort  of  a 
compact  ?  A  compact  that  it  shall  be  a  member 
of  the  Union,  as  the  Constitution  has  made  it 
You   cannot   new  fashion   it     You   may  make 


a  compact  to  admit,  but  when  admitted  die 
original  compact  prevails.  The  Union  is  a  com- 
pact, with  a  provision  of  political  power  and 
agents  for  the  accomplishment  of  its  objects.  Vary 
that  compact  as  to  a  new  State ;  give  new  energy 
to  that  political  power  so  as  to  make  it  act  witn 
more  force  upon  a  new  State  than  upon  the  old ; 
make  the  will  of  those  agents  more  e^tually  the 
arbiter  of  the  fate  of  a  new  State  than  of  the  old, 
and  it  may  be  confidently  said  that  the  new  State 
has  not  entered  into  this  Union,  but  into  another 
Union.  How  far  the  Union  has  been  varied  i» 
another  question.  But  that  it  has  been  varied  ii~ 
clear. 

If  I  am  told  that,  by  the  bill  relative  to  Missouri, 
you  do  not  legislate  upon  a  new  State,  I  answer 
that  you  do ;  and  I  answer  further,  that  it  is  im- 
material whether  you  do  or  not  But  it  is  upon 
Missouri,  as  a  State,  that  your  term«  and  condi- 
tions are  to  act.  Until  Missouri  is  a  State,  the 
terms  and  conditions  are  nothing.  You  legislate 
in  the  shape  of  terms  and  conditions  prospectively ; 
and  you  so  legislate  u{>on  it  that  when  it  comes 
into  the  Union  it  is  bound  by  a  contract  degrading 
and  dimini.shing  its  sovereignty,  and  is  to  te  strip- 
ped of  rights  which  the  original  parties  to  the  Union 
did  not  consent  to  abandon,  and  which  that  Union 
(so  far  as  depends  upon  it)  takes  under  its  protec- 
tion and  guarantee. 

Is  the  right  to  hold  slaves  a  right  which  Massa- 
chusetts enjoys  ?  If  it  is,  Massachusetts  is  under 
this  Union  in  a  different  character  from  Missouri. 
The  compact  of  the  Union  for  it,  is  different  from 
the  same  compact  of  Union  for  Missouri.  The 
power  of  Congress  is  different — every  thing  which 
depends  upon  the  Union  is,  in  that  respect,  dif* 
ferent 

But  it  is  inunaterial  whether  you  le^slate  for 
Misiouri  vls  a  State  or  not  Tne  effect  of  your 
legislation  is  to  bring  it  into  the  Union  with  a  por^ 
tion  of  its  sovereignty  taken  away.  ** 

But  it  is  a  SUxU  wnich  you  are  to  admit.  What 
is  a  State  in  the  sense  of  tne  Constitution  ?  It  is  not 
a  State  in  the  general,  but  a  State  as  you  find  it  in  the 
Constitution  ?  A  State,  generally,  is  a  body  poli- 
tic or  independent  political  society  of  men.  But 
the  State  which  you  are  to  admit  must  be  more 
or  less  than  this  political  entity.  What  must  it 
be?  Ask  the  Constitution.  It  shows  what  it 
means  by  a  State  by  reference  to  the  parties  to  it. 
It  must  DC  such  a  State  as  Massachusetts,  Virginia, 
and  the  other  members  of  the  American  Confede^ 
racy — a  State  with  full  sovereignty,  except  as  the 
Constitution  restricts  it 

It  is  said  that  the  word  may  necessarily  implies 
the  right  of  prescribing  the  terms  of  admission. 
Those  who  maintain  this  are  aware  that  there  are 
no  express  words,  (such  as,  upon  such  terms  and 
conditions  as  Congress  ikall  think  fit,)  words  which 
it  was  natural  to  expect  to  find  in  the  Cons tituti<m, 
if  the  effect  contended  for  were  meant  They  put 
it,  therefore,  on  the  word  "i^yj  and  on  that  alone. 

Give  to  that  word  ail  the  force  you  please,  what 
does  it  import  1  That  Congress  is  not  hoiimd  to 
admit  a  new  State  into  this  Union.  Be  it  so  foe 
argument's  sake.     Does  it  follow  that  when  you 
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consoit  to  admit  into  this  Union  a  new  State  vou  I  cacv  from  that  •Ion*      i  -k„ii  u 

ment  u>lo  thrjoL  Sr  new  ^WiiL,    ^T*^.'  '  '"".f"'"'^,  of  «>yerfi«n  power,  whal  olhei  .maUer 
A',  answer  .o  .ha.  argumen.  ,s,  .ha.  ev„  if^Z^f.S'^^TZZToUu'  '"'  ""^'"  ■"' 

Slli      .    ?'^  *  Union  of  your  own  dictating,  ,  the  text-writers  on  pubKrilw   that  iNatn,^  hZ 

Sc.°on  '  ™"^  "'  '"'"'°'  •'"'  ■  f  ?'"  f  "^'«'»  "PO"  "-e  'n-U.  of  .hi,  doc.rine.    U 

J^renon    ,f  ;oV"ar^uf„'1o 'I'd^  til^.  j  ;h^"XT,;    f'if  h7;?^„k!S^,r.fe  'll 
Etf^y^tT  ""'  "^^"  ""  «'«"^ip«,  of  .he   diminish^  .he  indi.idKv1reC.rof  «r»„!l 

ib  hr»nm  "■£, ''ff  I™"""  "hich  receives  it  into  |  which  i.  create.;    .  takes  from  aU  aliJce  andle..- 
te  oIc-ec'iSdS.TfjHotr.'^^olii?^  1 1^'™.-'""""  -  -"  ""•"  «"»'■»'  ""^ 

£51FI?"^?-^^^^      '  pu:^^e^sf:..s'i-i-raK^^^ 

SrJile  U  i^toZ'T^.^Tr^'  ''"'  '!?"  S'""  '  ''•,t"«'^la.,ve  .0  adniLion  of  new  Su'esC 

wi.hour.„%'^er  s^c^w'^^K^r" '':''!"?r.^ '  ^i^.':::"?^  ■"'""•'"■  -  -r "'™..  d«whe^  i, 


_■..      .         r— •  •"  '"t  V.UIU1UUU  iiiaeniance, 

without  any  other  shackles  than  the  rest  have,  by 
the  Constitution,  submitted  to  bear,  without  any 
other  extinction  of  fwwer  than  is  the  work  of  the 
Constitution  acting  indifferenUy  upon  all. 
1  may  be  told  perhaps  that  the  restriction,  in  this 

SiJ!l  «*r*  °^.**^""  it»eif ;  that  your  law  is 
noinmg  without  its  consen^  and  derives  its  effi- 


follows  that  it  IS  not  a  particular  power  to  impose 
this  restriction,  but  a  power  to  impose  restriction.  ' 
ad  libUun.     It  is  competent  to  this,  because  it  ia 
competent  to  eyexy  thiog.    But  he  denies  that  there 
can  be  any  power  in  man  to  hold  in  slavery  hi* 

•  Vattel,  Dntit  de$  Gent,  Ht.  8,  e.  3,  •.  86.     ■:*.■• 
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fdlow-creature,  and  argues,  therefore,  that  the  pro- 
hibition is  no  restraint  at  all,  since  it  does  not  in- 
terfere with  the  sovereign  powers  of  Missouri. 

One  of  the  most  signal  errors  with  which  the 
argument  on  the  other  side  has  abounded,  is  this 
of  considering  the  proposed  restriction  as  if  level- 
led at  the  introduction  or  establishment  of  slavery. 
And  hence  the  vehementdeclamation  which, among 
other  things,  has  informed  us  that  slavery  origi- 
nated in  fraud  or  violence. 

The  truth  is,  that  the  restriction  has  no  relation, 
real  or  pretended,  to  the  right  of  making  slaves  of 
thoKC  who  are  free,  or  of  introducing  slavery  where 
it  does  not  already  exi">t.  It  applies  to  those  who 
are  admitted  to  be  already  slaves,  and  who,  with 
their  posterity,  would  continue  to  be  slaves  if  they 
should  remain  where  they  are  at  present ;  and  to 
a  place  where  slavery  already  exists  by  the  local 
law.  Their  civil  condition  will  not  be  altered  by 
their  removal  from  Virginia  or  Carolina  to  Mis- 
sourL  They  will  not  be  more  slaves  than  they 
now  arc.  Their  abode,  indeed,  will  be  different, 
but  their  bondage  the  same.  Their  numbers  may 
possibly  be  augmented  by  the  diffusion,  and  I  ihinx 
they  will.  But  this  can  only  happen  because  their 
hardships  will  be  mitigated,  and  their  comforts  in- 
creased. The  checks  to  population,  which  exist  in 
theoldcr  States  will  be  diminished.  The  restriction, 
therefore,  does  not  prevent  the  establishment  of 
slavery,  either  nnth  reference  to  persons  or  place; 
but  simply  inhibits  the  n.*moval  from  place  to  place 
(the  law  in  each  being  the  same)  of  a  slave,  or 
make  his  emancipation  the  consequence  of  that  re- 
moval. It  acts  professedly  merely  on  slavery  as  it 
exists,  and  thus  acting  restrains  its  present  lawful 
effects.  That  slavery,  like  many  other  human  in- 
stitutions, originated  in  fraud  or  violence,  may  be 
conceded  ;  but,  however  it  originated,  it  is  estab- 
lished among  us,  and  no  man  seeks  a  further  es- 
tablishment of  it  by  new  importations  of  freemen 
to  be  converted  into  slaves.  On  the  contrary,  all 
are  anxious  to  mitigate  its  evils,  by  all  the  means 
within  the  reach  of  the  appropriate  authority,  the 
domestic  Legislatures  of  the  different  States. 

It  can  be  nothing  to  the  purpose  of  this  argu- 
ment, therefore,  as  the  gentlemen  themselves  have 
shaped  it,  to  inquire  what  was  the  origin  of  slavery. 
What  is  it  now,  and  who  are  they  3iat  endeavor 
to  innovate  upon  what  it  now  is,  (the  advocates  of 
this  restriction  who  desire  change  by  unconstitu- 
tional means,  or  its  opponents  who  desire  to  leave 
the  whole  matter  to  local  regulation,)  are  the  only 
questions  worthy  of  attention. 

Sir,  if  we  too  closely  look  to  the  rise  and  progress 
oflong-saactioned  establishments  and  unquestioned 
rights,  we  may  discover  other  subjects  than  that  of 
riavery,  with  which  fraud  and  violence  may  claim 
a  fearful  connexion,  and  over  which  it  may  be  our 
interest  to  throw  the  mantle  of  oblivion.  What 
was  the  settlement  of  our  ancestors  in  this  country 
but  an  invasion  of  the  rights  of  the  barbarians  who 
inhabited  it  ?  That  settlement,  with  slight  excep- 
tions, was  effected  by  the  slaughter  of  those  who 
did  no  more  than  defend  their  native  land  against 
the  intruders  of  Europe,  or  by  unequal  compacts 
and  purchases,  in  which  feebleness  and  ignorance 


had  to  deal  with  power  and  cunning.  The  savag«a 
who  once  built  their  huts  where  this  proud  Capi- 
lol,  rising  from  its  recent  ashes,  exemplifies  the 
sovereignty  of  the  American  people,  were  swept 
away  by  the  injustice  of  our  fathers,  and  their  do- 
main usurped  by  force,  or  obtained  by  artifices  yet 
more  criminal.  Our  continent  was  full  of  those 
aboriginal  inhabitants.  Where  are  they  or  their 
descendants?  Either  "with  years  beyond  tJM 
flood,"  or  driven  back  by  the  swelling  tide  of  our 
population  from  the  borders  of  the  Atlantic  to  the 
deserts  of  the  West.  You  follow  still  the  miser- 
rable  remnants,  and  make  contracts  with  them  that 
seal  their  ruin.  You  purchase  their  lands,  of  which 
they  know  not  the  value,  in  order  that  you  may 
sell  them  to  advantage,  increase  your  treasure, 
and  enlarge  your  empire.  Yet  further ;  you  pur- 
sue as  they  retire ;  and  they  must  continue  to  retira 
until  the  Pacific  shall  stay  their  retreat,  and  compel 
themtopassawayasadream.  Will  you  recur  to  those 
scenes  of  various  iniquity  for  any  other  purpose 
than  to  regret  and  lament  them?  Will  you  pry 
into  them  with  a  view  to  shake  and  impair  your 
rights  of  property  and  dominion  ? 

But  the  broad  denial  of  the  sovereign  right  of 
Missouri,  if  it  shall  become  a  sovereign  State,  to 
recognise  slavery  by  its  laws,  is  rested  upon  a  va- 
riety of  grounds,  all  of  which  I  will  examine. 

It  is  an  extraordinary  fact,  that  they  who  uige 
this  denial  with  such  ardent  zeal,  stop  short  of  it 
in  their  conduct.  There  are  now  slaves  in  Miv 
souri  whom  they  do  not  insist  upon  delivering  from 
their  chains.  Vet,  if  it  is  incompetent  to  sovereign 
power  to  continue  slavery  in  Missouri,  in  respect 
of  slaves  who  may  yet  be  carried  thither,  show  me 
the  power  that  can  continue  it  in  respect  of  slave* 
who  are  there  already.  Missouri  is  out  of  the  old 
limits  of  the  Unioq,  and  beyond  those  limits,  it  is 
said,  we  can  give  no  countenance  to  slavery,  if  we 
can  countenance  or  tolerate  it  any  where.  It  is 
piain  that  there  can  be  no  slaves  beyond  the  Mis- 
sissippi at  this  moment,  but  in  virtue  of  some  power 
to  make  or  keep  them  so.  What  sort  of  power  was 
it  that  has  made  or  kept  them  so?  Sovereign 
power  it  could  not  be,  according  to  the  honorable 
gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania  and  New  Hamp- 
shire, (Messrs.  Roberts,  Lowrie,  and  Morbil  ;) 
and  if  sovereign  power  is  unequal  to  such  a  pur- 
pose, less  than  sovereign  power  is  yet  more  une- 
qual to  it.  The  laws  of  Spain  and  France  could 
do  nothing  ;  the  laws  of  the  territorial  goverraent 
of  Missouri  could  do  nothing  towards  such  a  re- 
sult, if  it  be  a  result  which  no  laws,  in  other  words, 
no  sovereignty  could  accomplish.  The  treaty  of 
1803  could  do  no  more  in  this  view,  than  the  laws 
of  France,  or  Spain,  or  the  territorial  government 
of  Missouri.  A  treaty  is  an  act  of  sovereign  pow- 
er, taking  the  shape  of  a  compact  between  the  par- 
ties to  it ;  and  that  which  sovereign  power  cannot 
reach  at  all,  it  cannot  reach  by  a  treaty.  Those 
who  are  now  held  in  bondage,  therefore,  in  Mis- 
souri, and  their  issue,  areentiUed  to  be  free,  if  there 
be  any  truth  in  the  doctrine  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tlemen ;  and  if  the  proposed  restriction  leaves  all 
such  in  slavery,  it  thus  discredits  the  very  founda- 
tion on  which  it  reposes.    To  be  inconsistaiit  is 
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the  fate  of  false  principles ;  bat  this  inconsistency 
w  the  more  to  be  remarked,  since  it  cannot  be  re- 
ferred to  mere  considerations  of  policy,  without 
admitting  that  such  considerations  may  be  prefer- 
red, without  a  crime,  to  what  is  deemed  a  para- 
mount and  indispensable  duty. 

It  is  here,  too,  that  I  must  be  permitted  to  ob- 
serve,  that  the  honorable  gentlemen  hare  uken 
S«»^  P^s  to  si»ow  that  this  restriction  is  a  mere 
work  of  supererogation  by  the  principal  argument 
on  which  they  rest  the  proof  of  its  propriety.  Mis- 
soon,  It  is  said,  can  have  no  power  to  do  what  the 
restricuon  would  prevent.  It  would  be  void,  there- 
fore, without  the  restriction.  Why,  then,  I  ask,  is 
the  restriction  insisted  upon  ?  Restraint  implies 
that  there  is  somethmg  to  be  restrained ;  but  the 
genUemen  justify  the  restraint,  by  showing  that 
Uiere  is  nothing  upon  which  it  can  operate !  They 
denionstrate  the  wisdom  and  necessity  of  restraint, 
by  demonstratmg  that,  with  or  without  restraint! 
the  subject  is  m  the  same  predicament  This  is  to 
combat  with  a  man  of  i-traw,  and  to  put  fetters 
upon  a  shadow. 

The  gentlemen  must  therefore  abandon  either 
their  doctrine  or  their  restriction— their  argument 
or  their  object-for  they  are  directly  in  conflict, 
and  reciprocally  destroy  each  other.  It  is  evident 
that  they  will  not  abandon  their  object,  and,  of 
course,  I  must  believe  that  they  hold  their  argu- 
ment in  as  little  real  estimation  as  I  myself  da 
rhe  gentlemen  can  scarcely  be  sincere  believers 
m  their  own  principle^  They  have  apprehensions 
which  they  endeavor  to  conceal,  that  Missouru  as 
a  btate,  will  have  the  power  to  continue  slavery 
V  within  Its  limits ;  and,  if  they  will  not  be  offended, 
1  wiU  venture  to  compare  them,  in  this  particular, 
with  the  duellist  in  Sheridan  s  comedy  of  the  Ri- 
vals, who,  affecting  to  have  no  fear  whatever  of 
hw  adversary,  is,  nevertheless,  careful  to  admonish 
Sir  Lucius  to  hold  him  fast. 

Let  us  take  ji  for  granted,  however,  that  they  are  ' 
in  earaest  m  their  doctrine,  and  that  it  is  very  ne- 
cessary to  impose  what  they  prove  to  be  an  un-  . 
neo^y  restraint :  how  do  they  support  that  doc-  i 

■  The  honorable  gentleman  on  the  other  side  (Mr 
Ki.iQ)  has  told  us,  as  a  proof  of  his  great  position,  > 
that  nian  cannot  enslave  his  feUow  man,  inwhich 
18  implied  that  all  laws  upholding  slavery  are  ab- 
solute nullities;  that  the  nations  of  auuquity,  as 
weU  w  ot  modern  umes,  have  concurred  in  Uyinff 
down  that  posiUon  as  incontrovertible. 

He  refers  us  in  the  first  place,  to  the  Roman 
Ijw,  m  which  he  finds  it  :hiid  down  as  a  maiiri  • 
Jwt  nalurali  (mines  homines  ah  initio  lileH  wuceban- 
tur.    From  the  manner  in  which  this  maxim  was 

•  pressed  upon  us,  it  would  not  readily  have  been 
conjectured  that  the  honorable  genUeman  who 
used  It  had  borrowed  it  from  a  slaveholding  Em- 
wre,  and  stOl  less  from  a  book  of  the  Institutes  of 
Justinian,  which  treats  of  slavery,  and  justifies  and 
regu lat^  it.  Had  he  given  us  the  contex^  we 
should  have  had  the  modifications  of  which  the 
abstract  doctrme  was,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Roman  law,  suscepUhle.  We  should  have  had 
M  explanation  of  the  competency  of  that  law  to 
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convert,  whether  justly  or  unjustly,  freedom  into 
servitude,  and  to  maintain  the  right  of  a  master  to 
the  service  and  obedience  of  his  slave. 

The  honorable  gentleman  might  also  have  gone 
to  Greece  for  a  wmdar  maxim  and  a  similar  com- 
mentary, speculative  and  practical. 

He  next  refers  us  to  Magna  Charta.    I  am  some- 
what  familiar  with  Magna  Charta,  and  I  am  con- 
fident that  It  contains  no  such  maxim  as  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  thinks  he  has  discovered  in  it. 
The  great  charter  was  extorted  from  John,  and  his 
feeble  son  and  successor,  by  haughty  slaveholding 
barons,  who  thought  only  of  themselves  and  the 
commonsof  England,(then  inconsiderable,)  whom 
they  wished  to  enlist  in  their  efforts  against  the 
Crown.     There  is  not  in  it  a  single  word  which 
condemns  civil  slavery.     Freemen  only  are  the 
objects  of  Its  protecting  care.     "  NuUvs  liber  homio  " 
IS  Its  phraseology.    The  serfs  who  were  chained  to 
the  soil,  the  villeins  regardant  and  in  gross,  were 
left  as  It  found  them.     All  England  was  then  full 
of  slaves,  whose  posterity  would  by  law  remain 
slaves  as  with  us,  except  only  that  the  issue  fol- 
lowed the  condition  of  the  father  instead  of  the 
mother.     The  rule  was  "  Partus  seqnilur  patrem— 
a  rule  more  favorable,  undoubtedly,  from  the  very 
.  precanousness  of  its  application,  to  the  gradual  ex- 
I  tincuon  of  slavery,  than  ours,  which  has  been  drawn 
from  the  Roman  law,  and  is  of  sure  and  unavoid- 
I  able  effect. 

'  ni?*^  ifs  J»as  the  Petition  of  Right,  presented  to 
I  Char^  I  by  the  Long  Parllamen^  to  do  with  the 
I  subject  of  civil  slavery.  It  looked  merely,  as  Mair- 
I  °?  g*'^^  ^^  °°» <lo«e  before  it,  to  the  freemSi 
I  ot  fc^ngland ;    and  sought  only  to   protect  them 

I  ^he'sZ^t^'"'"^'''"  ""'^  "^^  encroaching  spirit 
I      As  to  the  Bill  of  Rights,  enacted  by  the  Con- 
vention Parliament  of  1688,  it  is  almost  a  dupli- 
cate of  the  Petition  of  Right,  and  arose  out  of  the 
recollection  of  that  political  tyranny  from  which 
the  nation  had  just  escaped,  and  the  ri'currence  of 
which  It  was  intended  to  prevent.     It  contams  no 
abstract  principles.     It  deals  only  with  practical 
checks  upon   the  power  of  the  monarch    and  in 
safeguards  for  institutions  essential  to  the  preser- 
vation of  the  public  liberty.     That  it  was  iot  de- 
signed toanatheraatizecivil  slavery  may  be  taken  for 
^^'  ""?<^V'  ^^^*  *P^^  and  long  afterwards, 
the  English  Government   inundated   its  foreign 
plantations  with  slaves,  and  supplied  other  nati^s 
witii  them  as  merchandise,  under  the  sanction  of 
solemn  treaties  negotiated  for  that  purpose.     And 
here  I  cannot  forbear  to  remark  that  we  owe  it  to 
that  same  Government,  when  it  stood  towards  us 
in  the  relation  of  parent  to  child,  that  involuntary 
servitude  exists  in  our  land,  and  that  we  are  now 
dehberatmg  whether  the  prerogative  of  correctmg 
it>  evils  belongs  to  the  NationjJ  or  the  State  Gov- 
ernments.     In  the  early  periods  of  our  colonial 
history  every  thmg  was  done  by  the  mother  coun- 
try to  encourage  the  importation  of  slaves  into 
!^onh  America,   and  the   measures  which   were 
adopted  by  the  Colonial  Assemblies  to  prohibit  it 
were  uniformly  negatived  by  the  Crown     It  is  not 
therefore  our  fault,  nor  the  fault  of  our  ancestors. 
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that  this  calamity  has  been  entailed  upon  us;  and, 
notwithstanding  the  ostentation  witn  which  the 
loitering  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  by  the  British 
Parliament  has  been  vaunted,  the  principal  consid- 
eration which  at  last  reconciled  it  to  that  measure 
was,  that,  by  suitable  care,  the  slave  population  in 
their  West  India  islands,  already  fully  stocked, 
might  be  kept  up  and  even  increased  without  the 
aid  of  importation.  In  a  word,  it  was  cold  calcu- 
lations of  interest,  and  not  the  suggestions  of  hu- 
manity, or  a  respect  for  the  philanthropic  princi- 
ples of  Mr.  Wilberfbrce  which  produced  their  tardy 
abandonment  of  that  abominaole  traffic. 

Of  the  Declaration  of  our  Independence,  which 
has  also  been  quoted  in  support  of  the  perilous 
doctrines  now  urged  upon  us,  I  need  not  now  speak 
at  large.  I  have  shown  on  a  former  occasion  now 
idle  it  is  to  rely  upon  that  instniment  for  such  a 
purpose,  and  I  will  not  fatigue  you  by  mere  repe- 
tition. The  self-evident  truths  announced  in  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  are  not  truths  at  all, 
if  taken  literally ;  and  the  practical  conclusions 
contained  in  the  same  passage  of  that  declaration 
prove  that  they  were  never  designed  to  be  so  re- 
ceived. 

The  Articles  of  Confederation  contain  nothing 
on  the  subject ;  whilst  the  actual  Constitution  rec- 
ognises the  legal  existence  of  slavery  by  various 
provisions.  The  power  of  prohibiting  the  slave 
trade  is  involved  in  that  of  regulating  commerce, 
but  this  is  coupled  with  an  express  inhibition  to 
the  exercise  of  it  for  twenty  years.  How,  then, 
can  that  Constitution  which  expressly  permits  the 
importation  of  slaves,  authorize  the  National  Gov- 
ernment to  set  on  foot  a  crusade  against  slavery? 

The  clause  respecting  fugitive  waves  is  affirma- 
tive and  active  in  its  effects.  It  is  a  direct  sanc- 
tion and  positive  protection  of  the  riglit  of  the  mas- 
ter to  the  services  of  his  slave  a(<  derived  under  the 
local  laws  of  the  States.  The  phraseology  in  which 
it  is  wrapped  up  still  leaves  the  intention  clear,  and 
the  words,  "persons  held  to  service  or  labor  in 
one  State  under  the  laws  thereof,"  have  always 
been  interpreted  to  extend  to  the  case  of  slaves,  in 
the  various  acts  of  Congress  which  have  been 
passed  to  give  efficacy  to  the  provision,  and  in  the 
judicial  application  of  those  laws.  So  also  in  the 
'  clause  prescribing  the  ratio  of  representation — the 
phrase,  "  three  firths  of  all  other  persons,"  is  equi- 
valent to  slaves,  or  it  means  nothing.  And  yet  we 
are  told  that  those  who  are  acting  under  a  Consti- 
tution which  sanctions  the  ejristence  of  slavery  in 
those  States  which  choose  to  tolerate  it,  are  at 
liberty  to  hold  that  no  law  can  sanction  its  ex- 
istence! 

It  is  idle  to  make  the  rightfulness  of  an  act  the 
measure  of  sovereign  power.  The  distinction  be- 
tween sovereign  power  and  the  moral  right  to  ex- 
ercise it,  has  always  been  recognised.  All  politi- 
cal power  may  be  abused,  but  is  it  to  stop  where 
abuse  may  begin  ?  The  power  of  declaring  war  is 
■  power  of  vast  capacity  for  mischief,  and  capable 
of  inflicting  the  most  wide-spread  desolation.  But 
it  is  given  to  Congress  without  stint  and  without 
measure.  Is  a  citizen,  or  are  the  courts  of  justice 
to  inquire  whether  that,  or  any  other  law,  is  just. 


before  they  obey  or  execute  it?  And  are  thete 
any  degrees  of  injustice  which  will  withdraw 
from  sovereign  power  the  capacity  of  making  a 
given,  law? 

But  sovereignty  is  said  to  be  deputed  power. 
Deputed — by  whom  ?  By  the  people,  because  the 
power  is  theirs.  And  if  it  be  theirs,  does  not  the 
restriction  take  it  away  ?  Examine  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Union,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  die 
people  of  the  States  are  regarded  as  well  as  the 
States  themselves.  The  Constitution  was  made 
by  the  people,  and  ratified  by  the  people. 

Is  it  fit,  then,  to  hold  that  all  the  sovereignty 
of  a  State  is  in  the  government  of  the  State? 
So  much  is  there  as  tne  people  grant:  and  the 


people  can  take  it  away,  or  give  more,  or  new 
model  what  they  have  already  granted.  It  is 
this  right  which  the  proposed  restriction  takes 
from  Missouri.  You  give  them  an  immortal  con- 
stitution, depending  on  your  will,  not  on  theirs. 
The  people  and  their  posterity  are  to  be  bound  for 
ever  by  this  restriction ;  and  upon  the  same  prin- 
ciple, any  other  restriction  may  be  imposed.  Wnerc, 
then,  is  their  power  to  change  the"Constitution, 
and  to  devolve  new  sovereignty  upon  the  State 
government  ?  You  limit  their  sovereign  capacity 
to  do  it ;  and  when  you  talk  of  a  State,  you  mean 
the  people  as  well  as  the  CJovemment.  The  peo- 
ple are  the  source  of  all  power — you  dry  up  that 
souree.  They  are  the  reservoir — you  tare  out  of 
it  what  suits  you. 

It  is  said  that  this  Government  is  a  Government 
of  deputed  powers.  So  is  every  Grovernment — 
and  what  power  is  not  deputed  remains.  But  the 
people  of  the  United  States  can  give  it  more  if 
they  please,  as  the  people  of  each  State  can  do  in 
respect  to  its  own  government.  An^  here  it  is 
well  to  remember  that  this  is  a  Government  of 
enumerated,  as  well  as  deputed  powers ;  and  to 
examine  the  clause  as  to  the  adnussion  of  new 
States,  with  that  principle  in  view.  Now  assume 
that  it  is  a  part  of  the  sovereign  power  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Mi.ssouri  to  continue  slavery,  and  to  devolve 
that  power  upon  its  Government,  and  then  to  take 
it  away,  and  then  to  give  it  again.  The  Govern^ 
ment  is  their  creature — the  means  of  exercising 
their  sovereignty,  and  they  can  vary  those  means 
at  their  pleasure.  Independently  of  the  Union, 
their  power  would  be  unlimited.  By  coming  into 
the  Union,  they  part  with  some  of  it,  and  are  thus 
less  sovereign.  * 

Let  us,  then,  see  whether  they  part  with  this 
pjwer. 

If  they  have  parted  with  this  portion  of  sover- 
eign power,  it  must  be  under  that  clause  of  the 
national  Constitution  which  gives  to  Congress 
"  power  to  admit  new  States  into  this  Union.** 
And  it  is  said  that  this  necessarily  implies  the  au- 
thority of  prescribing  the  conditions  upon  which 
such  new  States  shall  be  admitted.  This  has  lieen 
put  into  the  form  of  a  syllogism,  which  is  tht» 
stated : 

Major.  Every  universal  proposition  includes  all 
the  means,  manner,  and  terms,  of  the  aft  to  whieh 
it  rrfates. 

Mtnor.  But  this  is  a  universal  proposition. 
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Ccndunon.  Therefore,  the  means,  manner,  and 
terms,  are  inrolred  in  it. 

But  this  syllogism  is  fallacious,  and  any  thing 
else  may  be  proved  by  it,  by  assuming  one  of  its 
members  which  involves  the  conclusion.  'The 
minor  is  a  mere  postulate. 

Take  it  in  this  way : 

Jftyor.  None  but  a  universal  proposition  includes 
m  Itself  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  act  to  be 
done. 

Minor.  But  this  is  not  such  a  universal  propo- 
sition. 

OmclusioH.  Therefore,  it  does  not  contain,  in 
Itself,  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  acU 

In  both  cases,  the  minor  is  a  gratuitous  postu- 

But  I  deny  that  a  universal  proposition,  as  to  a 
snecific  act,  mvolves  the  terms  and  conditions  of 
that  act,  so  as  to  vary  it  and  substitute  another  and 
a  different  act  m  its  place.     The  proposition  con- 
tained m  the  clause,  is  universal  in  one  sense  only 
It  IS  particular  in  another.     It  is  universal  as  to 
the  power  to  admit  or  refuse.     It  is  particular  as 
to  the  being  or  thing  to  be  admiued,  and  the  com- 
pact by  which  it  is  to  be  admitted.     The  sophistry 
consists  in  extending  the  universal  part  of  the  prop- 
osition in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  out  of  it  ano- 
,  ther  universal  proposition.   It  consists  in  confound- 
mg  the  right  to  produce  or  to  refuse  to  produce  a 
cwtain  defined  effect,  with  a  right  to  produce  a 
different  effect  by  refusmg  otherwise  to  produce 
any  efffect  at  all.    It  makes  the  actual  right  the  in- 
strument of  obtaining  another  right  with  which 
the  actual  right  is  mcompatible.     It  makes  in  a 
word,  lawful  power  the  instrument  of  unlawful 
usurpation.     The  resuU  is  kept  out  of  sight  by  this 
mode  of  reasoning.    The  discretion  to  decline  that 
result,  which  IS  called  a  universal  proposition,  is 
smgly  obtruded  upon  us.     But,  in  order  to  resLloa 
correctly,  you  must  keep  in  view  the  defined  result, 
as  well  as  the  discretion  to  produce  or  to  decline  to 
produce  It    The  result  is  the  particular  part  of  the 
proposition  ;  therefore,  the  discretion  to  produce  or 
decline  it,  is  the  universal  part  of  it.    BuL  because 
the  last  IS  found  to  be  universal,  it  is  taken  for 
granted  that  the  first  is  also  universal.     This  is  a 
sophism  too  manifest  to  impose. 


\' 


BuL  discarding  the  machinery  of  syllogisms  as 
unfit  for  such  a  discussion  as  this,  let  us  look  at  the 
clause  with  a  view  of  mterpreting  it  by  the  rules 
of  sound  It^ic  and  common  sense. 

The  power  is,  "  to  admit  new  States  into  this 
Union  ;  and  it  may  be  safely  conceded  that  here 
IS  discretion  to  admit  or  refuse.  The  question  is, 
wliat  must  we  do,  if  we  do  any  thing  1  What 
mttst  we  admit,  and  into  what  ?  The  answer  is, 
a  State— and  into  this  Union. 

The  distinction  between  federal  rights  and  local 
nghts  IS  an  idle  distinction.  Because  the  new 
»tat«  acquires  federal  rights,  it  is  no^  therefore,  in 
this  Union.  The  Union  is  a  compact;  and  is  it 
an  equal  party  to  that  compact,  because  it  has 
^ual  federal  rights  ?  How  is  the  Union  formed  ? 
ay  equal  contributions  of  power.  Make  one  mem- 
oer  sacrifice  more  than  another,  and  it  becomes 
unequal.    The  compact  i.  of  two  par«» :  | 


1.  The  thing  obtained — federal  rights. 
2^  The  price  paid — local  sovereignty. 
You  may  disturb  the  balance  of  the  Union,  ei- 
ther by  diminishing  the  thing  acquired,  or  increas- 
ing the  sacrifice  paid. 

What  were  the  purposes  of  coming  into  the 
Union  among  the  original  States?  The  States 
were  originally  sovereign,  without  limit,  as  to  for- 
eign and  domestic  concerns.  But,  being  incapa- 
ble of  protecting  themselves  singly,  they  entered 
into  the  Union  to  defend  themselves  against  for- 
eign violence.  The  domestic  concerns  of  the  peo- 
ple were  not,  in  general,  to  be  acted  on  by  it  The 
security  of  the  power  of  managing  them  by  do- 
rnestic  legislature,  is  one  of  the  great  objects  of 
the  Union.  The  Union  is  a  mmtu  not  an  etid.  By 
requiring  greater  sacrifices  of  domestic  power,  the 
end  IS  sacrificed  to  the  means.  Suppose  the  sur- 
render of  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  domestic  powers  of 
legislation  were  required  ;  the  means  would  there 
have  swallowed  up  the  end. 

The  argument  that  the  compact  may  be  enforced, 
.Miows  that  the  federal  predicament  is  changed. 
The  power  of  the  Union  not  only  acts  on  persons 
and  citizens,  but  on  the  faculty  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  restrains  it  in  a  way  which  the  Consti- 
tution nowhere  authorizes.  This  new  obligation 
takes  away  a  right  which  is  expressly  "  reserved  to 
the  people  or  the  States,"  since  it  is  nowhere  grant- 
ed lo  the  Government  of  the  Union.  You  can- 
not do  indirectly  what  you  cannot  do  direcUy.  It 
IS  said  that  this  Union  is  competent  to  make  com- 
pacts. Who  doubts  it?  But  can  you  make  thia 
compact  ?  I  insist  that  you  cannot  make  it,  he- 
cause  It  is  repugnant  to  the  thing  to  be  done. 

The  effect  of  such  a  compact  would  be  to  pro- 
duce that  inequality  in  the  Union,  to  which  the 
Constitution,  in  all  its  provisions,  is  adverse.  Er- 
wy  thing  in  it  looks  to  equality  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Union.  Under  it  you  cannot  produce 
inequality.  Nor  can  you  get  beforehand  of  the 
Consutution,  and  do  it  by  anticipation.  Wait  un- 
til a  State  is  m  the  Union,  and  you  cannot  do  it  • 
yet  it  IS  only  upon  the  Sute  in  the  Union  that 
what  you  do  begins  to  acL 

But  it  seems,  that,  although  the  proposed  restrio- 
tion  may  not  be  justified  by  the  clause  of  the  Con-.* 
stitution  which  gives  power  to  admit  new  States  ^ 
into  the  Union,  separately  considered,  there  are 
other  Darts  of  the  Constitution  which,  combined 
with  that  clause,  will  warrant  it.     And  first,  we 
are  informed  that  there  is  a  clause  in  this  instru- 
ment which  declares  that  Congress  shall  guaranty 
to  every  Sute  a  republican  form  of  government;' 
that  slavery  and  such  a  form  of  government  are 
incompatible;  and,  finally,  as  a  conclusion  from 
these  premises,  that  Congress  not  only  have  a  rwhL. 
but  are  bound  to  exclude  slavery  from  a  new  StatcT 
Here,  again,  sir,  there  is  an  edifying  inconsistency 
between  the  argument  and  the  measure  which  U 
profesjes  to  vindicate.    By  the  argument  it  is  main- 
tained that  Missouri  cannot  have  a  republican  form 
of  government  and  at  the  same  time  tolerate  Desrv/ 
slavery.    By  the  measure  it  is  admitted  that  mU- 
souri  may  tolerate  slavery,  as  to  persons  already 
in  bondage  there,  and  be  neyertheless  fit  to  be  r^ 
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ceived  into  the  Unioti.  What  sort  of  Constitu- 
tional mandate  is  this,  which  can  thus  be  made  to 
bend,  and  truckle,  and  compromise,  as  if  it  were  a 
simple  rule  of  expediency  that  might  admit  of  ex- 
ceptions imon  motives  of  countervailing  expedi- 
ency ?  There  can  be  no  such  pliancy  in  the  per- 
emptory provisions  of  the  Constitution.  They 
cannot  be  obeyed  by  moieties  and  violated  in  the 
same  ratio.  They  must  be  followed  out  to  their 
full  extent,  or  treated  with  that  decent  neglect 
which  has  at  least  the  merit  of  forbearing  to  ren- 
der contumacy  obtrusive  by  an  ostentations  display 
of  the  very  duty  which  we  in  part  abandon.  If 
the  decalogue  could  be  observed  in  this  casuistical 
rnaoner,  we  might  be  grievous  sinners,  and  yet  be 
liable  to  no  reproach.  We  might  persist  in  all  our 
habitual  irregularities  and  stifl  be  spotless.  We 
might,  for  example,  continue  to  covet  our  neigh- 
bors' goods,  provided  they  were  the  same  ncighters 
whose  goods  we  bad  before  coveted  ;  and  so  of  all 
the  other  commandments. 

Will  the  gentlemen  tell  us  that  it  is  the  quantify 
of  slavea,  not  die  qwility  of  tlavery,  which  takes  from 
a  government  the  republican  form  ?  Will  they  tell 
us,  (for  they  have  not  yet  told  us,)  that  there  are 
Constitutional  grounds,  (to  say  nothing  of  com- 
mon sense,)  upon  which  the  slavery  which  now 
exists  in  Missouri  may  be  reconciled  with  a  repub- 
lican form  of  g^vermnent,  while  any  addition  to 
the  number  of  its  slavett,  (the  quality  of  slavery  re- 
maining the  same)  from  the  other  States,  will  be 
repugnant  to  that  form,  and  metamorphose  it  into 
some  nondescript  government  disowned  by  the 
Constitution  ?  They  cannot  have  recourse  to  the 
treaty  of  1803  for  such  a  distinction,  since,  inde- 
pendently of  what  I  have  before  observed  on  that 
head,  the  gentlemen  have  contended  that  the  treaty 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter.  They  have 
cut  themselves  off  from  all  chance  of  a  conveni- 
ent distinction  in  or  out  of  that  treaty  by  insisting 
that  slavery  beyond  the  old  United  States  is  re- 
jected by  the  Constitution,  and  by  the  law  of  Grod, 
as  discoverable  by  the  aid  of  eitner  reason  or  rev- 
elation ;  and,  moreover,  that  the  treaty  does  not 
include  the  case,  and  if  it  did,  could  not  make  it 
better.  They  have,  therefore,  completely  discred- 
ited their  own  theory  by  their  own  practice,  and 
left  us  no  theory  worthy  of  being  seriously  contro- 
rerted.  This  peculiarity  in  reasoning,  of  giving 
out  a  universal  principle,  and  coupling  with  it  a 

Practical  concession  that  it  is  wholly  fallacious, 
as,  indeed,  run  through  the  greater  part  of  the 
arguments  on  the  other  side ;  but  it  is  not,  as  I 
think,  the  more  imposing  on  that  account,  or  the 
less  liable  to  the  criticism  which  I  have  here  be- 
stowed upon  it.  • 

There  is  a  remarkable  inaccuracy  on  this  branch 
of  the  subject  into  which  gentlemen  have  fallen, 
and  to  which  I  will  give  a  moment's  attention, 
without  laying  unneces.sary  stress  upon  it.     The 

government  of  a  new  State,  as  well  as  of  an  old 
Itate,  must,  I  agree,  be  republican  in  its  form.  But 
it  has  not  been  very  clearly  explained  what  the  laws 
which  such  a  government  may  enact  can  have  to 
do  with  its  form.  The  form  of  the  government  is 
material  only  as  it  furnishes  a  security  that  those 


laws  will  protect  and  promote  the  public  happiness, 
and  be  made  in  a  republican  spirit.  The  peo(4e 
being,  in  such  a  Government,  the  fountain  of  all 
power,  and  their  servants  being  periodically  re.spon- 
sible  to  them  for  its  exercise,  the  Constitution  of 
the  Union  takes  for  granted,  (except  so  far  as  it 
imposes  limitations,)  that  every  yucn  exercise  will 
be  just  and  salutary.  The  introduction  or  contin- 
uaoce  of  civil  slavery  is  manifestly  the  mere  result 
of  the  power  of  making  laws.  It  does  not,  in  any 
degree  enter  into  the  form  of  the  government.  It 
presupposes  that  form  already  settled,  and  takes  its 
rise  not  from  the  particular  frame  of  the  govern- 
ment, but  from  the  general  power  which  every 
government  inrolves.  Make  tne  government  what 
you  will  in  its  organization  and  in  the  distribution 
of  its  authorities,  the  introduction  or  continuance 
of  involuntary  servitude  by  the  legislative  power 
which  it  has  created  can  nave  no  influence  on  its 
pre-established  form,  whether  monarchical,  aristo- 
cratical,  or  republican.  The  form  of  government 
is  still  one  thing,  and  the  law,  being  a  simple  ex- 
ertion of  the  ordinary  faculty  of  legislation  by 
those  to  whom  that  form  of  government  has  in- 
trusted it,  another.  The  gentlemen ,  however,  iden- 
tify an  act  of  legislation  sanctioning  involuntary 
servitude  with  the  form  of  government  itself,  aad 
they  assure  us  that  the  latter  is  changed  retroact- 
ively by  the  first,  and  is  no  longer  republican. 

But  let  us  proceed  to  take  a  rapid  glance  at  the 
reasons  which  have  been  assigned  for  this  notion 
that  involuntary  servitude  and  a  republican  form 
of  government  are  perfect  antipathies.  The  gen- 
tleman from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Morril)  has 
defined  a  republican  Government  to  be  that  in 
which  all  the  mfn  participate  in  its  power  and 
privileges  ;  from  whence  it  follows  that  where 
there  are  slaves  it  can  have  no  existence.  A  defi- 
nition is  no  proof,  however,  and  even  if  it  be  dig- 
nified, (as  I  thinlc  it  was,)  with  the  name  of 


maxim,  the  matter  is  not  much  mended.    It 


a 
is 


Lord  Bacon  who  says  that  "  nothisg  is  so  easily 
made  as  a  maxim ;''  and,  certainly,  a  definition 
is  manufactured  with  equal  facility.  A  political 
maxim  is  the  work  of  induction,  and  cannot  stand 
against  experience,  or  stand  on  any  thing  but  ex- 
perience. But  the  maxim,  or  definition,  or  what- 
ever else  it  may  be,  sets  fact  at  defiance.  If  you 
go  back  to  antiquity,  you  will  obtain  no  counte- 
nance for  this  hypotnesis  ;  and  if  you  look  at  home 
yon  will  gain  still  less.  I  have  read  that  Sparta, 
and  Rome,  and  Athens,  and  many  others  of  the 
ancient  family,  were  Republics.  They  were  so  in 
form,  undoubtedly- — the  last  approaching  nearer  to 
a  perfect  Democracy  than  any  other  Government 
wnicb  has  yet  been  known  to  the  world.  Judging 
of  them,  also,  by  their  fruits,  they  were  oi  the 
highest  order  of  Republics.  Sparta  could  scarcely 
be  any  other  than  a  Republic,  when  a  Spartan  ma- 
tron could  say  to  her  son  just  marching  to  battle, 
"  Return  vidoruntf,  or  rrtvm  no  more .'"  It  was  the 
unconquerable  spirit  of  liberty,  nurtured  by  repub- 
lican habits  and  institutions,  that  illustrated  the 
Pass  of  Thermopylae.  Yet  slavery  was  not  only 
tolerated  in  Sparta,  but  was  established  by  one  of 
the  fundamental  laws  of  Lycurgus,  having  for  its 
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object  the  encoura^ment  of  that  very  spirit.    At-  f  stiU  continue  to  tolerate  it,  althouiih  no  Dractic*hh^ 
tica  was  full  of  slaves,  vet  the  lov.  of  iWv  w.,    means  are  pointed  out  bv  whicWhe^SS  «?Sd 


tica  was  full  of  slaves  yet  the  love  of  liberty  was 
Its  charactenstic.     What  else  was  it  that  foiled  the 
whole  power  of  Persia  at  Marathon  and  Salamia  ? 
W^t  other  soil  than  that  which  the  genial  sun 
of  Republican  freedom  illuminated  and  warmed, 
could  have  produced  such  men  as  Leonidas  and 
M^lUade^>,  Themtstocles  and  Epaminondas  ?     Of 
Rome  It  would  be  superfluous  to  speaJr  at  large. 
It  IS  suflBcient  to  name  the  mighty  mistress  of  the 
world,  before  Sylla  gave  the  first  stab  to  her  liber- 
ty* and  the  great  dictator  accomplished  their  final 
rum,  to  be  reminded  of  the  practicability  of  union 
between  civil  slavery  and  an  ardent  love  of  liberty 
cherished  by  republican  establishments. 

If  we  return  home  for  instruction  upon  this  point 
we  perceive  that  same  union  exemplified  in  many 
a  Stote  m  which  "  Liberty  has  a  temple  in  every 
house,  an  altar  in  every  heart,"  while  mvolunfixy 
servitude  is  seen  m  every  direction.     Is  it  denied 

S^L^^T^nr2"P"'^'*"^^'°?°^«°^-'-—  "  — '^-^  — ^  Slavery  may  exist  ma 
SrXn  ?  Whv'  ZliT  °"r  power  of  correc-  j  new  State,  as  well  as  in  an  old  one,  since  the  kn 
JXri  xo  be  in.J,jl  r  S?.»^^^"''?°^»  guaranty  ,  guage  in  which  it  recognises  slave^  compSends 
w&red  to  be  inactive  ?  Why  am  I  nermitted  to  new  States  as  well  as  actual  I  triit  iht^  ^t  I 
^Ugue  you,  as  the  representative  of  a  sWeholding  I  shaU  be  forgiven  if  I  si^t  that  no ^^n^iu 

^l^irk^'emf  rrtVe  w'^  ?^  r"""  (J^    '^  "^  ^^^^^  can  i^r^'t^v^g'^t:  hTm^^ 
5u>!„,  »    ^       .,    .^  ^^  ^°'^^  "»«o  ^'^    ^*ence  than  a  formal  assertion  that  a  Consnt.itu\n 


of  it  consistently  with  their  own  saiety.     At  any 
rate,  a  present  forbearing  disposition,  in  a  few  or 
in  many,  is  not  a  security  upon  which  much  reli- 
ance can  be  placed,  upon  a  subject  as  to  which  so 
many  selfish  interests  and  ardent  feelings  are  con- 
nected with  the  cold  calculations  of  policy.    Ad- 
mitting, however,  that  the  old  United  States  axe 
m  no  danger  from  this  principle,  why  is  it  so? 
There  can  be  no  other  answer,  (which  these  zeal- 
ous oiemies  of  slavery  can  use,)  than,  that  the 
Constitution  recognises  slavery  as  existing,  or  capa- 
ble of  existing  in  those  Slates.     The  Constitution, 
^en,  admits  that  slavery  and  a  republican  form  of 
Government  are  not  incongruous.  It  associate  and 
binds  them  up  together,  and  repudiates  this  wild 
imagination   which  the  gentlemen   have  pressed 
upon  us  with  such  an  au  of  triumph.    But,  air, 
the  Constitution  does  more,  as  I  have  heretofore 
proved.    It  concedes  that  slavery  may  exist  in  a 


.      '    .  .-  — ~7    .^—i,^.  ..uat.  kut.  icrtU  lO 

emancipation  in  the  old  United  States— or  to  an 
exclusion  of  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  all  the 
bouih,  and  a  great  portion  of  the  West,  from  the 
Union  ? 

My  honorable  friend  from  Virginia,  sir,  has 
•  no  business  here,  if  this  disorganizing  creed  be  the 
•reduction  of  any  thing  but  a  heated  brain.  The 
Stale  to  which  I  belong  must  "  perform  a  lustra- 
Jon  —must  purge  and  purify  herself  from  the 
feriJence  of  civil  slavery,  and  emulate  the  States 


augmentation  of  it,  by  a  temporary  importation 
irom  Africa,  a  clause  commanding  Congress  to 
guaranty  a  republican  form  of  government  to  those 
very  States,  as  well  as  to  others,  authorizes  you  to 
determine  that  slavery  and  a  republican  form  of 
government  cannot  co-exist. 

But  if  a  republican  form  of  government  is  that  in 
which  all  the  men  have  a  share  in  the  public  power 
the  sla  veholding  States  wUl  not  alone  retirrfrom 
the  Union.     The  constitutions  of  some  of  the  other 


exemption  of  Missouri,'^  ^^^.TLlTllrU^  *  S^m  A  n  °  ""^V^^  '''"*'  "°^  ^  *^'*^  ''^  ™*king 
riVto  them,  as  I  hav'e  sho^n  tl^  ^'0,' The'  !  ^Si*.  wi  h  Vi>±a'"an'S'S'  ^*^T^"-r  »- /--jy^ 
guarded  manner,  too,  in  which  some  of  the  irenUe^  '  Tystenf-  for  thl  rv.n  f »  ?  L'"''  V  ''r^'f'  '*'*^"" 
men  have  occasional! v  PTnr..«/.HtKlJ^r  I    '^u'  "^^.^°°*'*^"^'o°'''*^"«  absolutely  silent 

this  sutj«^  is^ewLrKL^Tf.:"?  °''  TK^r  '"''J"'?'  T^'  '^^'^  '^^"^  ^«  protection, 
no  dt^L  toT^de  \iSh  Tkv^erv  7n  tL  Jh  ^  f  „  ""l"  "^^^  '^"^  ^  '"^""'^  ^^^"^  *°  Union 
UnitedStates  PeTbansToT-  h..!  wK  k  n  ^  '  ^  ""^""'S  ^^°  '^'^  «o»  ^  »•»*»  »"ch  conclu- 
swer  for  the^'sncc^S?     Wh^  sJL^?  f^^  l""    "T'  ^^^l,^'^^  ^^^  motions;  that  the  true  theory 
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maid*,  or  wire^  <x  widows,  furnish  safficient  prac- 
tical proof  of  this. 

Again,  if  we  are  to  entertain  these  hopeful  ab- 
•tractions,  and  to  resolve  all  establishments  into 
their  imaginary  elements  in  order  to  recast  them 
■lUMm  some  Utopian  plan,  and  if  it  be  true  that  all 
tSe  men  in  a  republican  Government  must  help  to 
wield  its  power,  and  be  eaual  in  rights,  I  beg  leave 
to  ask  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire— and  why  not  all  the  leonen?  They,  too, 
are  God's  creatures,  and  not  only  very  fair,  but 
Tery  rational  creatures;  and  our  great  ancestor, 
if  we  are  to  credit  Milton,  accounted  them  the 
"  wisest,  virtuouiiest,  discreeiest,  best ;"  although,  to 
say  the  truth,  he  had  but  one  specimen  from  which 
to  draw  his  conclusion,  and,  possibly,  if  he  had 
had  more,  would  not  have  dnwn  it  at  alL  They 
have,  moreover,  acknowledged  civil  rights  in  abun- 
dance, and,  upon  abstract  principles,  more  than 
their  masculine  rulers  allow  them,  in  fact.  S<Mne 
monarchies,  too,  do  not  exclude  them  from  the 
throne.  We  have  all  read  of  Elizabeth  of  England, 
of  Catharine  of  Russia,  of  Semiramis,  and  Zeno- 
bia,  and  a  long  list  of  royal  and  imperial  dames, 
about  as  good  as  an  equal  list  of  royal  and  impe- 
rial lords.  Why  is  it  that  their  exclusion  from  the 
power  of  a  popular  Government  is  not  destructive 
of  its  republican  character?  I  do  not  address  this 
question  to  the  honorable  gentleman's  gallantry, 
but  to  his  abstraction,  and  his  theories,  and  his 
notions  of  the  infinite  perfectibility  of  human  in- 
stitutions, borrowed  from  Grodwin,  and  the  turbu- 
lent philosophers  of  France.  For  my  own  part, 
sir,  ii  I  may  have  leave  to  say  so  much  in  the 
presence  of  this  mixed,  uncommon  audience,  I 
confess  I  am  no  friend  to  female  government,  un- 
less, indeed,  it  be  that  which  reposes  on  geiitleness, 
and  modesty,  and  virtue,  and  feminine  grace  and 
delicacy  ;  and  how  powerful  a  government  that  is, 
we  have  all  of  us,  as  I  suspect,  at  some  time  or 
other,  experienced.  But  if  the  ultra  republican  doc- 
trines which  have  now  been  broached  should  ever 
gain  ground  among  us,  I  should  not  be  surjH-ised  if 
some  romaotic  reformer,  treading  in  the  footsteps  of 
Mrs.  Wolstonecraft,  should  propose  to  repeal  our  re- 
publican law  taUqtu^  and  claim  for  our  wives  and 
daughters  a  full  participation  in  political  power, 
and  to  add  to  it  that  domestic  power  which,  in 
some  families,  as  I  have  heard,  is  as  absolute  and 
unrepublican  as  any  power  can  be. 

I  have  thus  far  allowed  the  honorable  gentlemen 
to  avail  themselves  of  their  assumption  that  the 
Constitutional  command  to  guaranty  to  the  States 
a  republican  form  of  government,  gives  power  to 
coerce  those  States  in  the  adjustment  or  the  de- 
tails of  their  constitutions  upon  theoretical  specu- 
lations. But,  surely,  it  is  passing  strange  that  any 
man,  who  thinks  at  all,  can  view  this  salutary 
command  as  the  grant  of  a  power  so  monstrous  ; 
or  look  at  it  in  any  other  light  than  as  a  protecting 
mandate  to  Congress  to  interpose  with  the  force 
and  authority  of  the  Union  against  that  violence 
and  usurpation  by  which  a  member  of  it  might 
otherwise  be  oppressed  by  profligate  and  powerful 
individuals,  or  ambitious  and  unprincipled  factions. 

la  a  word,  the  resort  to  this  portion  of  the  Cc^- 


stitution  for  an  argument  in  favor  of  the  proposed 
restriction,  is  one  of  those  extravagances  (1  hope 
I  shall  not  ofiend  hy  this  expression)  which  may 
excite  our  admiration,  but  cannot  call  for  a  very 
rigorous  refutation.  I  have  dealt  with  it  accord- 
ingly, and  have  now  done  with  it. 

vVe  are  next  invited  to  study  that  clause  of  the 
Constitution  which  relates  to  tne  migration  or  im- 
portation, before  the  year  18(%,  of  such  persons  as 
any  of  the  States  then  existing  should  thmk  proper 
to  admit.  It  runs  thus  "  Tne  migration  or  un- 
'  portation  of  sach  pexsons  as  any  of  the  States 
'  now  exbting  shall  tlfink  proper  to  admit,  shail 
'  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior  to  tiM 
'  year  one  thousand  eight  himdred  and  eight,  bat 
'  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on  such  importa- 
'  tion  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each  person." 

It  is  said  that  this  clause  empowers  Congress, 
after  the  year  1808,  to  prohibit  the  passage  of 
slaves  from  State  to  State,  and  the  word  "  migra- 
tion" is  relied  upon  for  that  purpose. 

I  will  not  sav  that  the  nroof  of  the  existence  of 
a  powo-  by  a  clause  which,  as  far  as  it  goes  denies 
it,  is  always  inadmissible ;  but  I  will  say  that  it  is 
always  feeble.    On  this  occasion,  it  is  singularly 
so.     The  power,  in  an  afl&rmative  shape,  cannot 
be  found  in  the  Constitution ;  or,  if  it  can,  it  is 
equivocal  and  unsatisfactory.    How  do  the  gea- 
tlemeiu'supi^y  this  deficiency?    By  the  aid  of  a 
negative  provision  in  an  article  of  the  Constita- 
tion,  in  which  many  restrictions  are  inserted  ex 
abtmdanti  catUela,  from  which  it  is  plainly  impooM- 
ble  to  infer  that  the  power  to  which  they  apply 
would  otherwise  have  existed.     Thus — "No  ail 
of  attainder  or  tf  poet  /ado  law  shall  be  passed." 
Take  away  the  restriction,  could  Congress  paw  a 
bill  of  attainder,  the  trial  by  jury  in  criminal  cases 
being  expressly  secured  by  the  Constitution  ?    The 
inference,  therefore,  from  the  prohibition  in  ques- 
tion, whatever  mav  be  its  meaning,  to  the  power 
which  it  is  supposed  to  restrain,  but  which  you  can- 
not lay  your  finger  upon  with  any  pretensions  to 
certainty,  must  be  a  very  doubtful  one.     But  the 
import  of  the  prohibition  is  also  doubtful,  as  the 
gentlemen  themselves  admit.     So  that  a  doubt^ 
power  is  to  be  made  certain  by  a  yet  more  doubt- 
lul  negative  upon  power — or  rather,  a  doubtful  aef - 
ative,  where  there  is  no  evidence  of  correspondii^ 
affirmative,  is  to  make  out  the  affirmative  and  to 
justify  us  in  acting  upon  it,  in  a  matter  of  such  high 
moment,  that  quettivnable  power  should  not  dare  to 
approach  it.     If  the  negative  were  perfectly  clear 
in  Its  import,  the  conclusion  which  has  been  drawn 
from  it  would  be  rash,  because  it  might  have  pro- 
ceeded, as  some  of  the  negatives  in  whose  com- 
pany it  is  found  evidently  did  proceed,  from  great 
anxiety  to  prevent  such  assumptions  of  authority 
as  are  now  attempted.    But.  when  it  is  conceded 
that  the  supposed  import  01  this  negative  (as  to 
the  term  migrcUion)  is  ambiguous,  and  that  it  may 
have  been  used  in  a  very  different  sense  from  that 
which  is  imputed  to  it,  the  conclusion  acqui|:es  a 
character  of  boldness,  which,  however  some  may 
admire,  the  wise  and  reflecting  will  not  fail  to 
condemn. 
In  the  construction  of  this  clause,  the  first  re- 
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mark  that  occurs  is,  that  the  word  migration  is  as- 
■ociated  with  the  word  importation.  I  do  not  in- 
sist that  noscUvr  a  sociis  is  as  good  a  rule  in  matters 
of  interpretation  as  in  common  life ;  but  it  is,  nev- 
ertheless, of  considerable  weight  when  the  associ- 
ated words  are  not  qualified  by  any  phrases  that 
disturb  the  effect  of  their  fellowship ;  and  unless  it 
announces,  (as  in  this  ease  it  does  not,)  by  specific 
phrases  combined  with  the  associated  term,  a  dif- 
ferent intention.  MoreoTer,  the  ordinary  unre- 
itricted  import  of  the  word  murrtUiaii  is  what  I 
have  here  supposed.  A  removal  from  district  to 
i  district,  ¥nthin  the  same  jurisdiction,  is  never  de- 
nominated a  migration  of  persons.  I  will  concede 
to  the  honorable  gentlemen,  if  they  will  accept  the 
concession,  that  ants  may  be  said  to  migrate  when 
they  go  from  one  ant-hill  to  another  at  no  great 
distance  from  it.  But  even  then  they  could  not  be 
»id  to  migrate,  if  each  aot-hill  was  their  home  in 
Tirtue  of  some  federal  compact  with  insects  like 
themselves.  But,  however  this  may  be,  it  should 
seem  to  be  certain  that  human  beings  do  not  mi- 
ynito,  in  the  sense  of  the  Constitution,  simply  be- 
cause they  transplant  themselves  from  one  pmce.  to 
which  that  Constitution  extends,  to  another  which 
it  eaually  covers. 

If  this  word  migration  applied  to  freemen,  and 
not  to  slaves,  it  would  be  clear  that  removal  from 
State  to  State  would  not  be  comprehended  within 
it  Why  then,  if  you  choose  to  apply  it  to  slaves, 
does  it  take  another  meaning  as  to  the  place  from 
whence  they  are  to  come  ? 

Sir,  if  we  once  depart  from  the  usual  accepta- 
tion of  this  term,  fortified  as  it  is  by  its  union  with 
another  in  which  there  ii  nothing  in  this  respect 
equivocal,  will  gentlemen  please  to  intimate  the 
point  at  which  we  are  to  stop  1  Migration  means, 
as  they  contend,  a  removal  from  State  to  State, 
within  the  pale  of  the  common  Government.  Why 
not  a  removal,  also,  from  county  to  county  within 
a  particular  State — from  plantation  to  plantation — 
from  farm  to  farm — from  hovel  to  hovel  ?  Why 
not  any  exertjpn  of  the  power  of  locomotion  ?  I 
protest  I  do  fl5t  see,  if  this  arbitrary  limitation  of 
the  natural  sense  of  the  term  migration  be  warrant- 
able, that  a  person  to  whom  it  applies  may  not  be 
compelled  to  remain  immovable  all  the  days  of  his 
life  (which  could  not  well  be  many)  in  the  very 
•pot,  literally  speaking,  in  which  it  was  his  good 
or  his  bad  fortune  to  be  born. 

Whatever  may  be  the  latitude  in  which  the 
word  "persons"  is  capable  of  being  received,  it  is 
not  denied  that  the  word  "  importation"  indicates 
a  bringing  in  from  a  jurisdiction  foreign  to  the 
United  States.  The  two  Urmini  of  the  importa- 
tion^ here  spoken  of,  are  a  foreign  country  and  the 
American  Union — the  first  the  terminus  a  quo,  the 
second  the  terminus  ad  quern.  The  word  migration 
stands  in  simple  connexion  with  it,  and,  of  course, 
is  left  to  the  full  influence  of  that  connexion.  The 
natural  conclusion  is,  that  the  same  termini  belong 
to  each,  or,  in  other  words,  that  if  the  importation 
must  be  abroad,  so  also  must  be  the  migration— no 
other  termini  hieing  assigned  to  the  one  which  are 
not  manifestly  characteristic  of  the  other.  This 
conclusion  is  so  obvious,  that,  to  repel  it,  the  word 


migration  requires,  as  an  appendage,  explanatory 
phraseology,  giving  to  it  a  different  b^inning  from 
that  of  importation.  To  justify  the  conclusion  that 
it  was  intended  to  mean  a  removal  from  State  to 
State,  each  within  the  sphere  of  the  Constitution 
in  which  it  is  used,  the  addition  of  the  words  from 
one  to  another  State  in  this  Union,  were  indispensable. 
By  the  omission  of  those  words,  the  word  "  migra- 
tion" is  compelled  to  take  every  sense  of  which  it 
is  fairly  susceptible  from  its  immediate  neighbor 
"  importation."  In  this  view  it  means  a  coming, 
as  "  importation"  means  a  bringing,  from  a  foreign 
jurisdiction  into  the  United  States.  That  it  is 
susceptible  of  this  meaning,  nobody  doubts.  I  go 
further.  It  can  have  no  other  meaning  in  the 
place  in  which  it  is  found.  It  is  found  in  the  Con- 
stitution of  this  Union — which,  when  it  speaks  of 
migration  as  of  a  general  concern,  must  be  supposed 
to  have  in  view  a  migration  into  the  domain  which 
itself  embraces  as  a  General  Government. 

Migration,  then,  even  if  it  comprehends  slaves, 
does  not  mean  the  removal  of  them  from  State  to 
State,  but  means  the  coming  of  slaves  from  places 
beyond  their  limits  and  their  power.  And  if  this 
be  so,  the  gentlemen  gain  nothing  for  their  argu- 
ment by  showing  that  slaves  were  the  objects  of 
this  term. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island. 
(Mr.  Bdrrill,)  whose  speech  was  distinguished 
tor  its  ability,  and  for  an  admirable  force  of  rea- 
soning, as  well  as  by  the  moderation  and  mildness 
of  its  spirit,  informed  us,  with  less  discretion  than 
in  general  he  exhibited,  that  the  word  "  migration" 
was  introduced  into  this  clause  at  the  instance  of 
some  of  the  Southern  States,  who  wis-hed  by  its 
instrumentality  to  guard  against  a  prohibition  by 
Congress  of  the  passage  into  those  States  of  slaves 
from  other  States.     He  has  given  us  no  authority 
for  this  supposition,  and  it  is,  therefore,  a  gratuitous 
one.     How  improbable  it  is,  a  moment's  reflection 
will  convince  him.     The  African  slave  trade  be- 
ing open  during  the  whole  of  the  time  to  which 
the  entire  clause  in  question  referred,  such  a  pur- 
pose could  scarcely  be  entertained;  but  if  it  had 
been  entertained,  and  there  was  believed  to  be  a 
necessity  for  securing  it,  by  a  restriction  upon  the 
power  of  Congress  to  interfere  with  it,  is  it  pos- 
sible that  they  who  deemed  it  important  would 
have  contented  themselves  with  a  vague  restraint, 
which  was  calculated  to  operate  in  almost  any 
other  manner  than  that  which  they  desired  ?     If 
fear  and  jealousy,  such  as  the  honorable  gentleman 
has  described,  had  dictated  this  provision,  a  better 
term  than  that  of  "  migration,"  simple  and  unquali- 
fied, and  joined,  too,  with  the  word  "  importation," 
would  have  been  found  to  tranquilize  those  fears 
and  satisfy  that  jealousy.     Fear  and  jealousy  are 
watchful,  and  are  rarely  seen  to  accept  a  security 
short  of  their  object,  and  less  rarely  to  shape  that 
security,  of  their  own  accord,  in  such  a  way  as  to 
make  it  no  security  at  all.     They  always  seek  an 
explicit  guaranty  ;  and  that  this  is  not  such  a  guar- 
anty this  debate  has  proved,  if  it  has  proved  noth- 
ing else. 

Sir,  I  shall  not  be  understood,  by  what  I  have 
said,  to  admit  that  the  word  migration  refers  to 
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daves.  I  have  contended,  only,  that  if  it  did  refer 
to  slaves,  it  is,  in  this  clause  synonymous  with  im- 
gtattation;  and  that  it  cannot  mean  the  mere  pas- 
age  of  slaves,  with  or  without  their  masters,  froBi 
one  State  in  the  Union  to  another. 

But  I  now  deny  that  it  refers  to  slaves  at  all.  I 
am  not  for  any  man's  opinions  or  his  iiisiories  upon 
this  subject.  I  am  not  accustomed  Jurare  in  veria 
moffistri.  I  shall  take  the  clause  as  I  find  it,  and 
do  my  best  to  interpret  it     ♦        ♦        ♦        * 

[Note. — .\fter  going  through  with  thst  ptrt  of  bis 
arguiuf  nt  relating  to  this  cIsqm  of  the  Constitution, 
which  it  is  iropo«aibIe  to  reatore  from  the  imperfect 
Botes,  Mr.  Piokney  concluded  by  expresi>ing  a  hope 
that  (what  he  deemed)  the  periioaa  priaciples  urged  by 
those  in  fitvor  of  the  reatriction  upon  the  new  8ute 
would  be  disavowed  or  explained,  or  that  st  all  evento, 
the  application  of  them  to  the  subject  under  discnaaion 
Would  not  be  presaed,  but  that  u  might  be  disposed  of 
in  a  manner  aatiabctory  to  all  by  a  proapective  prohi- 
bition of  alavery  in  the  territory  to  the  north  and  wMt 
of  Miaaouri.j 

When  Mr.  Pinkmev  had  concluded,  the  subject 
was  postponed,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Otib. 


Wednehday,  February  16. 

Mr.  Leake,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  respecting  the  trade  and  intercourse  with 
the  Indian  tribeti,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by 
a  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  trade  witn 
the  Indian  tribes;  and  the  report  and  bill  were 
read,  and  the  bill  pasi^ed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Trimble  coatmunicated  the  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  th«'  Slate  of  Ohio,  agreeing  to 
an  amendment  of  th«  Constitution  of  the  Umted 
States,  proposed  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
confining  the  power  of  Congress  in  establishing 
any  bank  or  other  moneyed  institution  to  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  ;  aiid  the  resolutions  were  read. 

Mr.  Horsey  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  extend  the 
existing  charter  of  the  city  of  Washington  to  the 
end  of  the  present  session  of  Congress. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  14th  instant,  for  information  rela- 
tively to  the  securities  given  by  ceruin  officers  of 
the  Government,  together  with  certain  other  infor- 
mation as  may  tend  to  show  the  expediency  or  in- 
expediency of  altering  the  laws  for  appointing  the 
same,  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  Willi AMB,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
referred,  reported  a  bill  further  to  suspend,  for  a 
limited  time,  the  sale  or  forfeiture  ol  lands  for 
failure  in  completing  the  payment  thereon ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration  : 

Resolvedt  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing, 
by  law,  for  the  purchaae  of  a  aufficient  number  of  fit 
▼eateJs  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  to  prevent  smuggling  en 
the  coast  of  I«ouisiana. 
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The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and  Kcu-tz,  and 
others,  was  read  the  second  time. 

THE  MISSOURI  QUESTION. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Borrill  in  the  Chair,)  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Missoiui  question. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  again  rose  and  spoke 
more  than  one  hour  in  support  of  the  opinions 
which  he  had  previously  advanced  on  the  right 
and  expediency  of  restricting  Missouri  as  to  slavery, 
and  in  answer  to  the  gentlemen  who  had  replied 
to  his  previous  remarks. 

Mr.  Logan,  of  Kentucky,  followed,  and  spoke  a 
short  time  in  replv  to  Mr.  King. 

Mr.  Smith  said,  he  had  entertained  a  hope  that 
some  other  member  of  the  Senate  would  have  re- 
plied to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  who  had 
just  sat  down.  But  this  debate  had  been  so  pro- 
tracted,  he  could  find  no  gentleman  disposed  to  do 
so ;  therefore,  he  would  do  it  himself,  rather  than  it 
should  go  unnoticed.  In  doing  so,  be  would  ex- 
amine his  arguments,  and  make  such  reply  as  thev 
appeared  to  merit. 

The  gentleman  had  said:  "Why  not  admit 
'  Maine  ?  Nobody  objects  to  Maine.  You  held 
'  out  an  invitation  to  her,  and  the  people  would  ex- 
'  pect  it,and  would  not  be  satisfied  if  you  rejected 

Mr.  President,  the  people  of  Massachu.*»etts  are 
so  far  from   wishing  Maine  as  a  separate  State, 
when  ihe  question  was  submitted  to  them,  they 
voted  down  the  scheme,  and  said  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts should  remain  entire.     But.  sir,  when- 
ever Missoiui  applied  for  admission,  the  Legisla- 
tive of  that  State,  to  keep  up  what  the  gentleman 
calls  the  balance  of  political  power,  iumiediately 
passed  a  law  toauthorize  the  division.    Preparatory 
to  such  a^neasure,  the  gentleman  himself  duiing 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  after  he  had  taken  a 
very  active  part  to  reject  Missouri,  brought  forward 
a  navigation  bill  for  the  accommodation t)f  Maine, 
when  she  should  become  a  State ;  and  this  is  what 
he  is  pleased  to  call  holding  out  an  invitatian. 
This  was  a  measure  adopted  to  keep  pace  in  poli- 
tical power,  if  Missouri  could  not  be  kept  out    This 
was  the  course  pursued  by  New  York  when  Ver- 
mont petitioned  to  become  a  separate  State.    The 
application  of  Vermont  could  not  be  heard,  uatil 
Kentucky  petitioned  also,  and  then  New  Yofk 
gave  her  consent  at  once ;  and  a  struggle  ensued 
which  should  be  admitted  first,  and  Vermont  pre- 
vailed. 

The  discontent  of  the  people  was  still  kept  up ;  be 
believed  we  were  never  to  hear  the  last  of  it.  The 
gentleman  had  reiterated  in  every  speech  he  had 
made  before  the  Senate.  If  the  people  were  let 
alone,  they  would  do  right.  But,  it  is  found  to  be 
expedient  to  keep  up  the  excitement  by  some  means, 
because  they  are  a  necessary  instrument  in  this 
business,  if  tney  can  be  brougnt  to  bear  on  it.  The 
gentl«nan  from  New  York,  and  the  Crovemor  of 
that  State,  who  had  taken  a  very  active  out-door 
share  in  this  question,  had  tried  on  this  occasion 
which  could  excite  the  people  the  most  One 
seemed  to  fear  the  other  soomd  oatdo  him.    The 
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people  of  that  State  were  first  goaded  on  to  hunt 
down  the  man  who  had  taken  so  distinguished  a 
part  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britaia ;  it  was 
time  to  blot  this  from  his  escutcheon,  otherwise  he 
might  become  too  formidable.     This  was  to  take 
care  of  the  home  department ;  there  was  no  fur- 
ther use  for  him  now,  and  he  must  be  put  down. 
Their  artillery  is  next  turned  upon  the  South  and 
the  West,  and  the  pretext  is,  opposition  to  the  ex- 
tcnsibn  of  slavery.     The  people  are  led  to  believe 
that  the  Southern  and  Western  States  are  endeav- 
oring to  open  afresh  th^  African  slave  trade,  and 
the  North  and  East  were  to  be  swallowed  up  by 
Africans.     If  the  real  fact  had  been  stated,  that 
the  question  was  nothing  more  than  whether  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  who  now  lived  in 
Missouri,  and  owned  slaves,  should  be  at  liberty 
to  keep  thera  there,  or  whether  they  should  be  set 
free  over  their  masters'  iieads,  the  subject  would 
have  been  a  plain  one,  and  the  people  would  have 
reasoned  for  themselves.     Therefore,  it  is  necessary 
to  magnify  the  impending  evil,  or  the  people  would 
have  retained  their  senses,  and  this  farce  could  not 
have  been  keep  up. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  would  trace  this  excitement  of 
the  people  to  its  source.     It  originated  in  the  city 
of  New  York.     On  the  17th  of  November  last, 
Mr.  P.  A.  Jay  and  Co.  called  a  meeting  in  that 
city,  and,   by  some  ready-made   resolves,  which 
,  they  brought  in  their  pockets,  they  induced  the 
.  people  to  believe  that  Missouri,  in  applying,  as  all 
'  other  territories  had  done,  to  become  a  State,  had 
no  other  motive  for  doing  so  than  that  of  extending 
slavery.     This  committee  wrote  a  letter  to  the  gen- 
tlwnan  whom  you  have  just  heard,  to  furnish  them 
with  his  speeches  whicn  he  had  delivered  in  the 
Senate,  on  the  restriction  of  slavery,  last  Winter. 
On  the  22d,  which  was  only  five  days  after  the  appli- 
cation, he  furnished  the  speeches.     It  is  certainly 
worthy  of  remark,  that  it  is  a  little  unusual  for  a  dig- 
ni^ed  Senator  of  this  body  to  publish  his  speeches  for  | 
the  purpose  of  popular  excitement.  These  speeches,  I 
and  a  letter  containine;  not  more  than  twenty  lines,  | 
wrote  by  the  Honorable  John  Jay,  who  was  now  i 
in  his  dotage,  furnished  the  text-book,  which,  in  ' 
the  handsof^this  self-created  assembly,  commenced  i 
this  excitement.     These  text-!x)oks  were  published  1 
in  every  newspaper  through  jut  the  Northern  and  ! 
Eastern  States.     They  were  accompanied  by  the  i 
most  violent  resolves  against  slavery  and  slave-  j 
holders,  until  the  people  became  inflamed  as  far 
as  that  part  of  the  project  could  be  carried  on.         | 

Then,  sir,  comes  your  cross-road  meetings  and 
your  tavern  meetings — your  town  meetings  and 
your  city  meetings.  These  were  called  wherever 
they  could  muster  animation  enough.  Add  to 
these  the  pamphlets  of  Marcus,  Raymond,  and  fifty 
other  scribblers,  sending  forth  their  venom.  The 
whole  of  this  group  poured  Ibrth  their  abuse,  and 
left  the  constitutionality  on  the  authority  of  the 
two  speeches  and  the  little  letter.  These  speeches, 
the  little  letter,  the  cross-raid  resolves,  and  the 
envenomed  pamphlets,  were  sent  on  the  wings  of 
the  wind  throughout  all  the  Northern  and  East- 
em  Sutes;  and  at  least  fire  hundred  tin  wagons 
were  sent  with  them  to  the  South  and  West. 


Fmbpakt,  IBM. 

This  is  a  literal  description  of  the  scene  which 
had  been  played  off.  With  all  this,  sir,  the  gen- 
tleman would  seem  to  be  tremendously  afraid  of 
the  people. 

As  this  question  had  advanced  in  the  discussion, 
the  gentleman  had  advanced  in  the  extravagance 
of  his  positions.  He  had  laid  the  Constitution  out 
of  the  question,  and  trampled  it  under  foot,  in  his 
first  speech  of  the  session.  He  had  now  seemed 
to  doubt  his  laws  of  nature,  that  were  so  conclu- 
sive with  him  but  a  few  days  ago.  He  had,  in  the 
speech  which  he  had  just  delivered,  gone  solely 
on  the  ground  of  his  feelings,  political  conveni- 
ence, and  political  power,  intermingled  with  illib- 
eral reproaches.  Our  country  must  be  in  awful 
peril,  and  our  Government  approximating  with 
rapidity  to  dissolution,  when  members  of  this  Sen- 
ate, who  have  uken  a  solemn  oath  to  defend  the 
Constitution,  before  they  were  permitted  to  take 
their  seats  here,  lav  aside  that  Constitution  to  give 
place  to  their  feelings,  to  this  political  conveni- 
ence, and  the  acquisition  of  political  power.  Are 
gentlemen,  in  legislating  in  the  ordinary  way,  on 
a  familiar  subject,  to  get  round  the  Constitution, 
by  telling  you  what  they  wish  it  to  be,  instead  of 
telling  you  what  it  is  ?  Is  this  defending  the  Con- 
stitution, within  the  oath  we  have  taken?  If 
your  Constitution  is  to  be  twisted  to  every  man's 

Eurpose,  it  will  be  mere  waste  paper,  except  in  the 
andsof  designing  intriguers,  who  wish  to  mould 
the  Government  to  their  own  ambitious  v^ews. 
The  gentleman  has  said,  "  he  feels  himself  degrad- 

*  ed  xn  the  Senate ;  that  he  is  not  upon  an  ttjual 
'  footing  with  gentlemen  from  a  slave-holding 
'  State.  He  represents  a  State  of  freemen  ;  they 
'  represent  a  state  of  freemen  and  slaves." 

^Mr.  S.  said  this  declaration  of  the  gentleman 
could  receive  no  reply,  because  it  deserved  none 
but  such  as  would  not  be  tolerated  by  the  rules  of 
j  that  Senate.  The  gentleman  had,  with  the  same 
(deliberate  composure,  told  the  Senate,  "the  peo- 
I '  pie  who  held  slaves  were  indolent  and  inactive. 
I '  They  had  slaves  to  work  for  them ;  therefore, 
I  '  they  would  not  work   for  themselves.     By  this 

•  means,  the  energies  of  the  Government  must  be- 
I '  come  enfeebled  and  relaxed.     The  Northern  peo- 

'  pic  attended  to  their  own  ba-^iness ;  they  were 
'  always  engaged  in  some  active  employment." 

Mr.  President,  is  this  a  language  for  a  gentleman 
to  utter  in  this  Hall,  in  his  Senatorial  character, 
who  ought  to  employ  all  the  faculties  of  his  mind, 
and  all  the  powers  of  his  eloquence,  to  appease 
every  ferment  that  should,  in  any  degree,  tend  to 
relax  the  bonds  of  this  Union  ?  Instead  of  this,  the 
gentleman  has  sought  every  opportunity  to  indulge 
all  the  fanciful  areuraents  of  his  imagination,  that 
could  lead  to  rouse  unfriendly  and  hostile  feelings 
between  difiTerent  sections  of  the  nation.     But  the 

f[entleman  is  under  an  egregious  mistake  in  his 
acts.  The  people  of  the  South  and  West  are  as 
much  in  the  habit  of  industry  as  any  people  in 
America.  There  are  few  persons  among  them, 
whether  they  own  slaves  or  not,  who  are  not  so. 
Where  he  got  his  information  he  did  not  relate, 
but  It  is  probable  he  got  it  from  some  pamphlet 
writer.   The  gentleman  himself,  perhaps,  had  little 
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to  do  but  to  attend  bank  meetings,  and  look,  now 
and  then,  into  the  management  of  his  bank  stock. 
This  could  give  him  no  great  deal  to  boast  of,  as 
respected  industrious  habits,  whatever  other  habits 
il  might  inspire.     He  says,  "  these  gentlemen  who 

*  wish  to  extend  slavery  to  Missouri,  are  obliged  to 

*  be  constantly  on  the  watch  against  the  insurrec- 

*  tion  of  their  own  slaves.     They  were  alarmed  at 

*  the  toll  of  every  bell." 

This  was  as  unfoundifd  as  any  position  he  had 
advanced.  We  had  nothing  to  fear,  sir,  if  unprin- 
cipled incendiaries  would  raind  their  own  business, 
and  let  our  slaves  alone.  If  the  gentleman  pursued 
the  course  he  had  set  out  on,  he  might  succeed  in 
producing  this  state  of  things  in  time ;  but  he  ought 
to  be  amongst  the  last  to  tell  us  of  it,  as  he  had 
been  amongst  the  first  to  excite  it.  Almost  all  the 
gentlemen  who  had  opposed  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri, and  especially  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  had  urged,  with  much  zeal,  the  impolicy  of 
extending  slavery,  because  it  destroyed  your  mili- 
tary character.     He  says,  "if  you  tolerate  this  ex- 

*  tension  of  slavery,  you  must  diminish  your  white 

*  population  in  proportion,  and,  in  time  of  war, 

*  instead  of  supplying  their  proportion  of  military 

*  strength,  the  free  States  will  have  to  defend  your 
'  country,  and  protect  the  slareholding  States  at 

*  the  same  time." 

Mr.  President,  all  the  resolutions  of  the  cross- 
road meetings,  and  of  the  town  meetings,  and  of 
the  primary  assemblies,  and  all  the  pamphlet  wri- 
tcTB,  from  Marcus  to  Mr.  Philadelphia,  had  held 
the  same  language.  Sir,  during  the  Revolutionary 
war,  the  people  of  the  slaveholding  States  fought 
vour  priiicipal  battles,  and  found  no  inconvenience 
from  their  slaves;  their  slaves  were  useful,  and  par- 
tici^ted  with  their  masters,  in  many  respects,  in 
the  burdens  of  the  war.  These  gentlemen  of  the 
Senate,  and  among  them  the  gentlemen  of  New 
York,  and  the^  resolvers,  and  the  pamphlet  wri- 
ters, had  all  been  silent  about  the  military  strength 
of  the  nation,  whilst  we  were  engaged  in  our  last 
war.  As  a  test  of  the  military  strength  furnished 
from  the  different  sections  of  the  Union,  it  would 
not  prove,  to  their  satisfaction,  the  correctness  of 
their  position. 

Mr.  S.  said,  he  had  been  induced  to  forbear  any 
comparisons  of  the  military  services  rendered  by 
the  different  sections  of  the  Union  in  aid  of  that 
war,  because  he  had  desired  to  discuss  this  question 
upon  its  own  merits ;  but,  whenever  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  had  been  drove  from  one  ground, 
he  had  taken  another,  and  had  finally  taken  shelter 
under  this  military  protection.  To  drive  the  gen- 
tleman from  this  ground,  also,  he  felt  it  his  duty 
now  to  examine  who  fought  your  battles  durine 
that  war.  * 

Among  the  non-slaveholding  States,  as  they  are 
pleased  to  call  themselves,  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio 
form  exceptions.  To  their  immortal  honor,  they 
could  not  be  reduced.  With  these  exceptions, 
sir,  instead  of  the  free  States,  of  which  the  gen- 
tleman so  often  speaks,  furnishing  a  military  ^rce 
ta  repel  the  enemy,  they  withdrew  themselves  en- 
tirely from  the  contest,  and  afforded  you  neither 
men  nor  money.     That  very  Mr.  Oakley,  who. 


to  augment  that  frenzy  already  raging  in  New 
York,  declared,  that  since  this  subject  had  been 
before  Congress,  that  slavery  did  not  exist  now  in 
the  United  Stales,  did,  at  the  Summer  session  of 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirteen,  which  was  convened 
for  the  express  purpose  of  devising  means  for  rais- 
ing money  to  support  that  war,  declare,  in  his 
place,  in  a  public  debate  in  Congress,  that  "he  did 
'  hope  no  Federalist,  who  had  loaned  money  to  the 
'  Grovemment  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  that 
'  war,  would  ever  recover  it  again." 

In  time  of  that  war,  sir,  a  revenue  of  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars  was  raised,  by  a  tax  levied  by  your 
Government  on  these  slaves,  and  their  masters 
fought  vour  battles.  The  Southern  and  Western 
people,  by  their  own  means,  and  with  their  own 
hands,  raised  their  fortifications  to  resist  the  puUic 
enemy.  These  very  slaveholders,  whom  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  tells  you  cannot  work,  by 
their  own  personal  labor  raised  you  works  for  pub- 
lic defence  that  would  do  honor  to  any  nation. 
Where,  sir.  was  that  gentleman  at  work?  He  felt 
himself  safe,  sir,  within  the  public  works  in  New 
York.  That  State  had  found  means  of  obtaining 
from  this  Government  as  much  money  as  all  the 
rest  of  the  nation  had  done,  and  had  no  occasion 
to  work.  Where  were  your  re^ar  armies  raised, 
sir?  Why,  they  were  raised  in  the  slaveholding 
States,  with  the  exception  of  Pennsylvaiua  and 
Ohio.  And  where  were  your  armies  employed  ? 
They  were  employed  on  the  frontier  of  New  York, 
to  shield  it  from  the  ravages  of  the  enemy;  and  in 
Canada,  to  protect  the  New  England  States.  Mr. 
S.  said,  there  were  five  companies  of  regular  sol- 
diers enlisted  in  his  own  neighborhood,  who  were 
marched  off  to  the  North,  where  all  your  r^ular 
armies  went,  with  very  little  exception;  and  these 
slaveholding  States,  as  that  gentleman  would  say, 
were  left  to  take  care  of  their  slaves,  and  to  fight 
the  enemy  themselves,  without  any  aid  from  tha 
public  resources. 

While  a  ruthless  enemy  were  endeavoring  to 
sack  and  burn  every  town  amd  city  belonging  to 
the  Southern  and  Western  States,  who  defended 
them?  They  were  defended  by  militia  raised 
among  themselves,  who  fought  and  brought  into 
complete  subjection,  not  only  the  numerous  Indian 
tribts  bordering  on  a  long  frontier,  that  were  so 
formidable  to  the  safety  of  your  women  and  chil- 
dren, whilst  their  husl»nds  and  fathers  had  gone 
to  Sackett's  Harbor,  Plattsburg,  and  Canada,  to 
give  safety  to  your  free  States.  Who  dislodged 
the  enemv  at  Pensacola  ?  A  force  raised  from  the 
States  wnich  the  gentleman  tells  you  are  alarmed 
at  every  bell  that  tolls.  Who  fought  the  battle  of 
the  eighth  of  January,  of  New  Orleans?  The  peo- 
ple from  these  same  States,  who  left  their  familiea 
and  plantations  at  a  minute's  warning — a  raw 
militia — and  triumphed  over  the  invincibles  of  Eu- 
rope, in  a  manner  that  had  astonished  the  world. 

This  was  a  war.  sir,  to  raise  you  from  the  dust 
in  which  you  had  been  trampled  by  every  foreign 
nation  which  chose  to  set  its  foot  on  you.  This 
was  a  war  on  which  Heaven  itself  smiled.  It  re- 
stored to  you  a  just  character  amongst  nations. 
It  gave  yon  an  elevation  which  fifty  years  of  peace, 
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in  the  humiliating  and  degraded  condition  in  which  [ 
the  gentleman's  free  States  wished  to  keep  you,  j 
could  not  have  done.  In  the  midst  of  this  war,  i 
when  the  slaveholding  States  supplied  your  regu- 
lar army  to  the  North,  and  an  fmcient  militia  at 
home  obeyed  every  order  of  Government  with 
promptness  and  alacrity,  and  drove  the  enemy 
nrom  your  borders,  what  was  the  military  front 
which  the  gentleman's  free  States  presented  ?  The 
Governors  of  these  free  States,  sir,  were  consulting 
the  Constitution,  to  ascertain  whether  they  were 
authorized  to  call  out  the  militia  by  it,  or  not;  and 
they  consulted  until  the  war  terminated,  and  their 
military  strength  resulted  in  insult  to  the  rest  of 
the  Union.  These  free  States  were  trading  at 
their  ease,  under  British  license  and  British  i)ro- 
-  clamations.  In  these  free  States  there  were  men 
of  unrivalled  patriotism,  who  never  lost  sight  of 
the  public  good;  but  they  were  an  overwhelmed 
minority.  These  free  States,  and  their  adherents 
in  their  neighbormg  States,  at  the  time  of  the 

freatest  pressure  of  that  war,  formed  a  project  to 
efeat  you,  if  the  enemy  could  not.  They  called 
a  convention,  for  the  purpose,  as  they  say,  among 
other  things,  in  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts — 

"More  effectaally  to  secure  the  support  and  attach- 
ment of  all  the  people,  by  placing  all  upon  the  baais 
of  fair  representation." 

Sir,  whilst  the  slavehofcding  States  were  doing 
honor  to  your  nation,  by  their  military  achieve- 
ments, these  free  States  were  devising  means  to 
subvert  your  rights,  and  take  from  you  your  rep- 
resentation, by  the  very  means  which  are  now  m 
agitation.  This  legislative  resolution  can  refer  to 
nothing  else.  A  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  the 
city  of  New  York  was  called  in  August,  1813,  at 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  King)  and 
the  late  Chief  Justice  Jay  officiated.  They  offered 
their  resolutions  expressive  of  the  strongest  disap- 
probation of  the  war.  and  predicting  its  unhappy 
issue.     They  declared — 

"  That  the  question  of  peace  or  war  involves  all  that 
is  dear  or  valuable  on  this  side  the  grave;  that  rep- 
resentatives be  chosen  in  the  several  counties,  discreet 
men,  the  friends  of  peace,  to  confer  with  each  other, 
and  co-operate  with  the  friends  of  peace  in  our  sister 
States,  in  devising  and  pursuing  such  Constitutional 
iB«aaures  as  may  secure  our  independence  and  pre- 
•erre  our  Union ;  both  of  which  are  endangered  by  the 
present  war." 

These  are  the  gentlemen  who  tell  you,  in  time 
of  war  they  must  not  only  defend  the  nation  against 
a  foreign  enemy,  but  protect  you  against  your  own 
slaves.  These  are  the  gentlemen  who  tell  you, 
when  it  becomes  necessary  for  your  internal  pro- 
tection, they  will  send  you  help.  From  such  help 
may  we  be  kmdl  v  protected  !  There  is  no  help  so 
remote  as  that  which  is  determined  never  to  come 
to  your  relief. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  had  made  these  remarks,  not  so 
much  with  a  view  to  show  that  Missouri  was,  by 
the  Constitution,  entitled  to  her  admission,  as  to 
demonstrate  the  futility  of  the  arguments  of  the 
-gentleman,  which  had  not  even  a  reference  to  the 
C<»stitttlion,  he  having  laid  that  aside.    The  facts 


as  respected  the  resolution  of  the  L^islature  of 
Massachusetts,  for  calling  a  convention  of  the  New 
England  States,  and  the  resolutions  of  the  New 
York  meeting,  to  procure  a  peace  representation  in 
the  midst  of  a  glorious  war,  he  derived  them  from 
the  publication  of  a  member  of  the  Hartford  Con- 
vention, published  a  few  days  ago,  in  the  National 
Intelligencer,  for  the  examination  of  the  public. 

Mr.  Lloyd  likewise  spoke  a  short  time  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Kino. 

Mr.  "King,  of  New  York,  Mr.  Pinknby,  Mr. 
Barbocr,  and  Mr.  Mellen,  respectively  added  a 
few  remarks;  when  the  question  was  taken  on 
concurring  in  the  amendment  reported  by  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee,  (to  unite  the  Maine  and  Mis- 
souri bills  in  one  bill,)  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive, by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

For  uniting  the  hilU — Mesan.  Barbour,  Brown, 
Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliot,  Gaillard,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Leake, 
Lloyd,  Logan,  Macon,  Pinknej,  Pleasants,  Smith, 
Stokes,  Taylor.  Thomas,  Walker  of  Alabams,  Walker 
of  Georgia,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Williams  of 
Tennessee— 23. 

Against  uniting  the  bi/U — Messrs.  Burrill.  D«na, 
Dickenton,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King  of  New  York,  Lan- 
man,  Lowne,  .Mellen.  Morril,  Noble,  Otis,  Palmer, 
Parrott.  Roberts,  Kuggles,  Sanford,  Tichenor,  Trim- 
ble, Van  Dyke,  and  Wilson— 31. 

Mr.  Tho.mas,  of  IllinoLs,then  offered  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Missouri  branch  of  the  bill,  propo.sing, 
in  substance,  to  prohibit  slavery  in  all  the  territory 
beyond  the  Mississippi,  north  of  thirty-six  and  a 
half  degrees  of  north  latitude,  excepting  within 
the  limits  of  the  proposed  State  of  Missouri. 
Mr.  Bakbuuk,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  amend  the 
]  amendment  by  striking  out  thirty-six  and  a  half 
I  degrees,  and  inserting,  as  the  line  north  of  which 
j  slavery  should  hercaftt-r  be  excluded,  the  fortieth 
;  d^ree  of  north  latitude. 

I      The  motion  wa.s  supported   by  the  mover,  and 
j  opposed  by  Mr.  Edwahds,  of  Illinois ;  and  after  a 

I  short  discussion,  the  motion  was  negatived three 

!  or  four  only  rising  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Eaton  then  offered,  as  a  substitute  to  Mr. 
Thomas's  amendment,  a  section  prescribing  the 
I  same  limits  beyond  which  slavery  .shall  not  be  al- 
I  lowed,  but  made  applicable  to  the  same,  only 
I  "  while  said  portion  of  country  remains  a  Tem- 
I  tory."  A  substitute  for  the  amendment  not  being 
I  in  order,  accordius  to  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  Mr. 
Eaton  withdrew  nis  proposition. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Ohio,  next  proposed  to  amend 
Mr.  Thomas's  amendment,  substantially,  by  mak- 
ing it  to  apply  to  all  the  country  west  of  the  Mis- 
,  sissippi,  except  so  much  as  is  comprehended  within 
I  the  Slate  of  Louisiana  and  the  proposed  State  of 
Missouri. — Rejected. 

After  considerable  discussion,  but  before  the 
,  question  was  put  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
;  Thomah,  the  subject  was  postponed  until  to-mor- 
i  row ;  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


i 


Thursday,  February  17. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
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a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  continue  in  force  for  a 
Airther  time  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  for  establish- 
ing trading-houses  with  the  Indian  tribes,'"  in 
which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  said  bill  was  read,  and  pas!»ed  to  the  second 
reading.  ., 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sanford,  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  a 
number  of  merchants  and  others,  of  Philadelphia, 
and  also  the  memorial  of  James  Wood  and  others, 
merchants,  of  Philadelphia,  respecting  sales  at  auc- 
tion, were  discharged  from  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof,  and  they  were  respectively  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  President  communicated  the  memorial  of 
Gaudry  and  Dufaure,  merchants,  of  Savannah, 
stating  that  they  are  indebted  to  the  United  States 
on  bonds,  for  duties  on  Madeira  wine  which  was 
destroyed  by  fire,  and  praying  that  said  bonds  may 
be  cancelled ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.      ' 

The  President  also  communicated  the  memo- 
rial of  Robert  Young  and  Richard  Bland  Lee, 
judges  of  the  orphans'  courts  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  complaining  of  the  present  organiza- 
tion and  condition  of  the  said  courts,  and  praying 
the  same  may  be  amended  ;  and  the  memorial  was 
fead,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr.  Roberta  presented  three  memorials,  signed 
by  a  number  of  the  merchants  and  citizens  of  Phil- 
adelphia, on  the  subject  of  duties  on  sales  at  auc- 
tion;  and  the  memorials  were  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  ob  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Theron  Free- 
man, made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution, 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted.     The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  v^m  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  Mc- 
Neir,  of  Louisiana,  made  a  rejjort,  accompanied  by 
a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of  Richard 
Butler  and  others,  praying  pensions ;  and  the  pe- 
tition was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Rich- 
ard Willcox,  praying  for  a  law  to  secure  to  him 
the  exclusive  benefit  of  the  invention  of  a  portable 
rotary  oven,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  issue  letters  patent  to  Richard 
WiIIcox ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Noble  communicated  a  resolution  of  the 
State  of  Indiana  for  a  continuation  of  the  national 
road  from  Wheeling,  in  Virginia,  to  St.  Charles, 
on  the  Missouri  river  ;  and  the  resolution  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 

Ordfred,  That  the  report  of  the  commissionen 


appointed  to  examine  and  asbess  the  damages  oc- 
casioned by  the  troops  of  the  United  States  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans  by  the 
quartermaster  general  of  the  seventh  military  dis- 
trict, in  obedience  to  a  general  order  of  Major 
Greneral  Jackson,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  further  to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time, 
thf  sale  or  forfeiture  of  lands  for  failure  in  com- 
pleting the  payment  thereon,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  16th  instant,  for  itistructing  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  protecting  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States  in  the  Gu£f  of 
Mexico,  and  to  prevent  smuggling  on  the  coast  of 
Louisiana,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Noah  Brown  and  others; 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resimied  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Martha  Youngs  and  others ; 
and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  resolved  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideral^n  of  the  bill  declaring  the 
consent  of  Congress  t^the  admission  of  the  State 
of  Maine  into  ine  Union  ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Mellen,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Christopher  Fowler  ;  and  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  the  sale  of  public  lands ;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  an 
uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Horsey  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  further  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  Citjr 
of  Washington  ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 

THE  NEW  STATES'  BILL 

The  following  amendment,  offered  by  Mr. 
Thomas,  and  pending  when  the  Senate  adjourned 
yesterday,  being  still  under  consideration : 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sixth  article 
of  compact  of  the  ordinance  of  Congress,  passed  on 
the  thirteenth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-seven,  for  the  government  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  Statea  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio* 
shall,  to  all  intents  and  purposes  be,  and  hereby  is, 
deemed  and  held  apphcabla  to,  and  ahall  have  full 
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force  and  effect  in  and  otot,  all  that  tract  of  country 
ceded  by  France  to  tlie  United  States,  under  the  name 
of  Loumana,  which  lies  north  of  thirty-six  defrees 
and  thirty  minutes  north  latitude,  excepting  only  such 
part  thereof  as  is  included  within  the  limiU  of  the 
state  contemplated  by  this  acL" 

Mr.  Thomas  withdrew  this  amendment,  and 
offered  the  following  as  a  new  section  : 

"And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  all  that  territo- 
ry  ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States,  under  the 
name  of  Louisiana,  which  lies  north  of  thirty-six  de- 
grees and  thirty  minutes  north  latitude,  excepting 
only  such  part  thereof  as  is  included  within  the  liroiU 
of  the  Slate  contemplated  by  this  act,  slavery  and  in- 
voluntary servitude,  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment 
of  crimes  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  con- 

^'v  !J^'  *5"'^  ^  *"*^  '■  ^*"'»y  forever  prohibited  :  Fro- 
mded,  alwayt.  That  any  person  escaping  into  the 
same,  from  whom  labor  or  service  is  lawfully  claimed 
in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States,  such 
fugmve  may  be  lawfully  reclaimed  and  conveyed  to 
the  person  claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  service  as 
aforesaid." 

Mr.  Trimble  moved  to  amend  said  proposed 
amendment,  by  striking  out  after  the  word  "  that  " 
in  the  first  line,  the  following:  "territory  ceded 
by  b  ranee  to  the  United  States,  under  the  name 
ol  Louisiana,  which  lies  north  of  thirty-six  de- 
grees and  thirty  minutes  north  latitude,  except 
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mg  only  such  part  thereof  as  is  included  within 

the  limits  of  the  State  cofllemplated  by  this  act  •" 

and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  following :  "  AH 

'  that  part  of  Louisiana  (as  ceded   by  France  to 

the  United  States)  which  lies  west  of  the  Mis- 

'  sissippi  river,  except  that  part  which  is  contained 

in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  except  that  part 

ol  the  territory  which  lies  north  of  the  State  of 

Louisiana,  and  ea.st  of  the  seventeenth  or  ninety- 

.w[   L,***"^""^  of  west   longitude,   agretably  to 

MeUsh  s  map,  and  south  of  the  line  which  may 

be  established  for  the  northern  boundary  for  the 

'proposed  State  of  Missouri ;"  (in  substance,  to 

exclude  slavery  from  the  whole  country  west  of 

the   Mississippi,  except  in  Louisiana,   Arkansas. 

and  Missouri.) 

This  motion  was,  after  some  discussion,  decided 
in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

For  Mr.  Trimble'i  amendment— Menrt.  Burrill. 
Dana.  Dickerson,  Horsey.  Hunter,  King  of  New 
York  Lanman.  Lowrie,  Mellen,  Morril.  Otis,  Palmer, 
Parrott,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Sanford  Tichenor,  Trimble, 
Van  Dyke,  and  Wilson— 20. 

^gainst  it— Me^f^n.  Barbour,  Brown,  Eaton,  Elliot, 
Edwards,  Gaillard,  Johnson  of  Keptucky,  Johnson  of 
Louisiana  King  of  Alabama,  Ixjske,  Lloyd,  Logan, 
Macon,  iNoble,  Pinkney,  PleasanU,  Smith,  Stokes, 
Taylor,  fhoroas.  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of 
Oeorgia,  Will,«ms  of  Mississippi,  and  Williams  of 
1  ennessee — 24. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Thomas's 
amendment,  which  is  in  the  following  words: 

"*  Andbe  it  further  enacted.  That  in  all  that  terri- 
tory ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States,  und«r  the 
name  of  Louisiana,  which  lies  north  of  thirty^iix  de- 
rtes  and  thirty  minutes  north  iatilude,  excepting  onlv 
•iich  part  thereof  as  is  included  within   the  limiU  of 


the  State  contemplated  by  this  act,  slavery  and  invol- 
unUry  servitude,  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of 
crimes  whereof  the  party  shall  have  bmsn  duly  con- 
victed, shall  be  and  is  hereby  forever  prohibited  :  Pro- 
nded  always,  That  any  person  escaping  into  the  same, 
from  whom  labor  or  service  ia  lawfully  claimed  in  any 
Sute  or  Territory  of  the  United  Sutes,  such  fugitive 
may  b«  lawfully  ifeclaimed,  and  conveyed  to  the  person 
claiming  his  or  her  labo<  or  service,  as  aforesaid." 

On  the  adoption  of  this  amendment  the  question 
was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  determined  in 
the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

For  the  amendment— Meitn.  Brown,  Burrill,  Dana, 
Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama, 
King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Leake,  Lloyd.  Logan, 
Lowrie,  Mellen,  Morril,  Otis,  Palmer,  Parrom  Pinkney, 
Roberts,  Ruggles,  Sanford.  Stokes  Thomas,  Tichenor, 
Trimble,  Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Williams  of 
Tennessee,  and  Wilson — 34. 

_  Against  the  amendment— Meaua.  Barlwur,  Elliot, 
Gaiilard,  Macon.  Noble,  Pleasants,  Smith.  Taylor, 
Walker  of  Georgia,  and  Williams  of  Mississippi— 10. 

Mr.  Trimble  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so 
as  to  bring  the  north  line  of  the  State  of  Missouri 
about  half  a  degree  south  of  the  line  proposed  : 
with  the  view,  as  he  stated,  subsUntially,  to  give 
to  the  State  which  shall  hereafter  be  formed  north 
of  the  Missouri,  a  share  of  the  fine  valley  of  the 
Ues  Moines,  of  which  he  spoke  from  personal 
knowledge,  particularly  as  the  Missouri  State  will 
possess  both  sides  of  the  Missouri  river  which 
runs  nearly  through  its  middle,  from  its  east  to  its 
western  boundary. 

This  motion  was  negatived  ;  and,  iifter  some 
°u  u^P^^°  '"^"^  necessary  to  make  the  parts  of 
the  bill  conform  to  each  other,  the  qm-stion  was 
taken  on  ordermg  the  bill,  as  amended,  lo  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time,  and  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows : 

Pi?'*/?r:.^"."o  ^"^°"''  Brown,  Eaton,  Edwards, 
Llhot,  Gaiilard,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Kentucky. 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  o(  Alabama,  Leake.  Lloyd. 
Logan.  Parrott,  Pinkney,  PleasanU,  Stokes,  Thoma., 
Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia, 
WUliams  of  Mississippi.  Williams  of  Tennessee- 34. 

V'  J  .  t""'  ^""•"'  ^"n*-  Dickerson,  King  of 
vTi  \°''''L»n™«n.  Lowrie,  Macon,  Mell.n,  Morril, 
Noble,  OUs,  Palmer  Roberu,  Ruggles,  Sanford.  Smith, 
laylor,  Tichenor,  Tnmble,  and  Wilaon— 20. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  txme  to-morrow. 


Friday,  February  18. 
The  President  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  by  a  resolution 
ot  the  Senate  was  referred,  on  the  16th  of  Febru- 
ary last,  the  memorial  of  Joseph  Krittman :  and 
the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  Mellen  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  establishing  a  post  route  in  the  District  of 
Maine,  leading  from  Waldoborough,  through  Union, 
nope,  Searsmont,  and  Belmont,  lo  Belfast. 
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Mr.  Elliot  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Shellman,  merchant  of  Savannah  in  Greorgia,  stat- 
ing that  he  is  indebted  to  the  United  States  on 
bonds,  for  duties  on  merchandise  which  was  con- 
sumed by  fire,  and  praying  to  be  released  from  the 
payment  thereof;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Susan  Berzat,  an  inhabitant  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  widow  and  relict  of  Gabriel  Berzat, 
deceased,  praying  the  confirmation  of  the  title  to  a 
certain  tract  of  land,  improved  and  cultivated  dur- 
ing the  lifetime  of  her  deceased  hu.sband ;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  a  num- 
ber of  merchants  and  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  on 
the  subject  of  duties  on  sales  at  auction  ;  and  the 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  Robert  Young  and  Richard  Bland  Lee,  judges 
of  the  orphans'  courts  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
were  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  petition  of 
Sarah  Smith,  of  St.  Stephen's,  in  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, praying  for  remission  of  certain  penalties 
and  forfeitures  to  which  her  late  husband's  estate 
may  be  subject,  in  regard  to  his  official  conduct  as 
receiver  of  public  moneys  east  of  Pearl  river ;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

The  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  trade  with 
the  Indian  tribes  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  autiiurizing  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
issue  letters  patent  to  Richard  Willcox  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  bill  further  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  City 
of  Washington  was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Elliot,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
James  Wood ;  and,  on  his  motion,  it  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  same  committee,  further  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Bl'krill  gave  notice  that,  at  the  next  sit- 
ting of  the  Senate,  he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  further  to  extend  the  judicial  system  of  the 
United  States ;  and  also  a  bill  more  eflcctually  to 
provide  for  the^punishment  of  certain  crimes 
against  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  the  late 
campaign  against  the  Seminole  Indians ;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Tuesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  John  O'Connor,  de- 
ceased ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  admission  of 


I  the  State  of  Maine  into  the  Union"  was  read  a 
I  third  time  as  amended,  the  blanks  were  filled,  and 
the  bill  passed  with  amendments.     The  title  being 
amended,  so  as  to  read  "An  act  for  the  admission 
I  of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the  Union,  and  to  ena- 
ble the  people  of  the  Missouri  Territory  to  form  a 
constitution  and  State  government,  and  for  the 
I  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union,  on  an 
,  equal  footing  with  the  original  States ;  and  to  pro- 
hibit slavery  in  certain  Territories," 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Bowie  and  Kurtz  and  others  ;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Wed- 
nesday next. 
The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  February  21. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Ludlow  Ogden,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  on  behalf 
of  himself  and  others,  owners  of  certain  real  estate 
at  Sackett's  Harbor,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
which,  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain, 
was  used  for  public  purposes,  praying  compensa- 
tion and  indemnity  therefor ;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Goetz 
and  Westphal,  praying  further  remuneration  for 
one  thousand  and  nineteen  stands  of  arms  fur- 
nished by  them  under  Contract ;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  BcRRiLL  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  further  to  extend  the  judicial  system  of 
the  United  States;  and,  also,  a  bill  more  cffect- 
i  ually  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
'  crimes  against  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes;  and  the  bills  were  respectively  read,  and 
severally  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Thomas  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  at  Shawnee- 
town,  praying  an  increase  of  compensation  ;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Indiana,  respecting  the 
location  of  certain  sections  of  land  for  the  use  of 
schools,  which  have  been  previously  disposed  of; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
same  committee. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Alexan- 
der McCormick,  of  the  city  of  Washington,  pray- 
ing indemnity  for  losses  sustained  by  the  destruc- 
tion of  his  property  by  the  invading  enemy  in 
August,  1814,  as  stated  in  the  petition;  wnich 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Stokes  communicated  attested  copies  of 
two  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  entitled  "An  act  for  removing  logs, 
'  shoals,  and  other  impediments,  in  Tar  river,  ne- 
'  low  the  town  of  W^ashington,  in  the  county  of 
'  Beaufort,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and,  "An  act 
'  to  amend  an  act,  passed  in  the  year  18^6,  entitled 
'  'An  act  for  removing  logs,  shoals,  and  other  im- 
'  pediments,  in  tiie  Tar  river,  below  the  town  of 


Washington,  in  the  county  of  Beaufort,  and  for 


m 


Am 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


432 


433 


II 


••Is 


i 


Senate. 


Rnuistion  of  Duties. 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


434 


Februaiiy,  18S0. 


'  other  purposes,"  and  requesting  the  consent  of 
the  Congress  thereto ;  and  the  acts  were  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures. 

Mr.  Elliot  communicated  an  attested  copy  of 
an  act  of  the  Legishiture  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
entitled  "An  act  to  grant  certain  powers  to  the 
*  commissioners  of  pilotage  for  the  port  of  Darien, 
'  and  to  authorize  them  to  collect  tonnage  duty  on 
'  vessels,"  and  requesting  the  consent  of  Congress 
thereto;  and  the  act  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
same  committee. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Edward  Baker,  praying  compensa- 
tion for  an  improvement  in  gun-locks,  made  a  re- 
port, accompanied  by  a  resolution  that  the  peti- 
tioner have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition.  The 
report  and  resolution  were  read. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force  for 
a  further  time  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  estab- 
lishing trading-houses  with  the  Indian  tribes," 
was  read  the  second  timo,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Noah  Brown  and  others ; 
and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  the  petitioners  had 
leave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  tne  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committe  of  Claims  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Samuel  Hooker;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Wilsox.  it  was  re-committed  to 
the  same  committee,  furtner  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  McNeil ;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  18th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  cer- 
tain post  road  in  the  District  of  Maine,  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  furth- 
er provision  for  the  sale  of  public  lands;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  John  O'Connor, 
deceased  ;  and  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of  the  i 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  | 
the  7th  instant,  the  petition  of  Jacob  Barker,  of  i 
the  city  of  New  YorV ;  and  the  report  was  read.     ' 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SANrono,  the  said  petition, 
together  with  the  report  thereon,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 


the  Secretary  of  State  to  issue  letter?  patent  to 
Richard  Willcox;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Rufus  Easton,  for  himself  and  heirs  of 
James  BrufT,  praying  the  confirmation  of  their 
title  to  a  certain  tract  of  land,  as  stated  in  the  pe- 
tition; which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Marc 
Mane  Duplat,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a 
resolution  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted  ;  and  that  the  petitioner  have 
leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  to  ex- 
tend the  charter  of  the  City  of  Washington ;  and  the 
same  having  been  amended,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House  accordingly,  and  the  amendment  being 
concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  W1L8ON  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration: 

Ruolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Poat  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency 01  extending  to  the  President  of  the  Senate 
prv  tempore,  and  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
BPntativef,  for  the  time  being,  the  privilege  of  franking 

I  as  et  prewnt  by  law  enjoyed  by  the  Vice  President  of 

j  the  United  States. 

I  REMISSION   OF  DUTIES. 

Mr.  Sanford  from  the  Committer'  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Andrew  Low, 
Robert  Isaac,  and  James  McHenry ;  the  petition 
of  John  Tanner;  the  petition  of  J.  E.  White  & 
Co.;  the  petition  of  Gaudry  and  Dufaure ;  and 
the  petition  of  John  Shillman,  made  a  report,  ac- 
companied by  a  resolution  that  it  is  inexpedient 
to  grant  relief  to  the  petitioners.  The  report  is  as 
follows : 

The  Committee  of  Finance  have  considered  the 
petition  of  .Andrew  Low.  Robert  Isaac,  and  James 
McHenry  ;  the  petition  of  John  Tanner;  the  petition 
of  J.  E.  White  &  Co.  ;  the  petition  of  Gaudry  and 
Dufaure  ;  and  the  petition  of  John  Shillman  :  and 
they  submit  to  the  Senate  their  report  upon  all  these 
cases. 

All  the  petitioners  are  merchanU  of  the  city  of  Sa- 
vannah, in  Georgia.  On  the  1 1th  of  laat  month,  a 
great  part  of  that  aty  was  destroyed  by  fire  ;  the  peti- 
tioners were  owners  of  large  quantities  of  imported 
merchandise,  which  was  consumed  by  fire  upon  that 
occasion. 

The  three  petitioners  first  named,  composing  the 
firm  of  Andrew  Low  &  Co.,  lost  by  the  fire  imported 
goods  amounting  in  value  to  more  than  $150,000. 
Some  part  of  these  goods,  or  some  part  of  their  value, 
was  insured  against  fire,  but  the  valuation  of  $160,000 
excludes  any  sum  insured,  and  appears  to  be  an  ac- 
tual loss  sustained  by  these  petitioners.  Of  the  duties 
on  these  goods,  more  than  $14,000  have  been  paid 
into  the  Treaaury,  and  the  balance  of  those  duties, 
■mounting  to  $20,728  64,  remains  unpaid. 

The  petitioner  John   Tanner  owes  to   the  United 
SutesM,810  14  for  duties  on  gooda  imported.     He 
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lost  goods  of  the  value  of  $40,000 ;  and  of  his  stock 
of  goods  nothing  more  was  saved  from  the  fire  than 
an  amount  of  $1,000  or  $1,500.  He  states  that  bis 
goods  were  deposited  in  stores  which  were  considered 
fire-proof;  that  therefore  no  insurance  was  made  upon 
them  ;  and  that  by  this  calamity  he  is  rendered  una- 
ble to  pay  bis  debts. 

The  petitioners  J.  E.  White  &.  Co.,  who  are  not 
named  otherwise  than  by  this  compendious  descrip- 
tion, lo«tthe  whole  of  their  stock  in  trade,  conaisting 
of  foreign  merchandise.  They  are  indebted  to  the 
United  Sutes  in  the  sum  of  about  $20,000,  for  duties 
which  accrued  upon  a  part  of  their  merchandise  which 
bad  been  destroyed  by  fire.  They  state  that  they 
placed  confidence  in  the  security  of  a  building  believ- 
ed to  be  fire-proof;  that  insurance  waa  deemed  unne- 
cessary ;  and  that,  from  a  succession  of  losses,  which 
they  could  not  foresee  or  control,  they  are  rendered 
unable  to  pay  their  debts. 

The  petitioners  Gaudry  and  Dufaure  lost  a  quantity 
of  Madeira  wine  which  they  had  imported.  The  du- 
ties on  this  wine  are  $347,  and  they  are  still  unpaid. 

The  petitioner  John  Shillman  lost  certain  crockery, 
glass,  and  earthenwares,  which  he  had  imported.  The 
duties  on  these  articles,  amounting  to  $2,132  90,  are 
yet  unpaid. 

It  is  stated  that  some  of  the  petitioners  have  paid 
Urge  sums  to  the  United  States  for  duties  on  imports, 
and  that  ttkeir  former  debts  for  duties  have  been  punc- 
tually paid. 

The  petitioners  Andrew  Low  &  Co.  pray  that  the 
duties  remaining  unpaid  upon  their  goods  which  have 
been  destroyed  may  be  remitted  ;  and  that  they  may 
be  authorized  to  import,  without  duty,  an  amount  of 
gooda  equivalent  to  the  amount  of  their  goods  which 
have  been  destroyed,  and  were  not  insured,  and  upon 
which  the  duties  have  been  paid  into  the  Treasury. 

The  petitioners  John  Tanner,  J.  E.  While  <k  Co., 
Gaudry  A  Dufaure,  and  John  Shillman,  pray  that  the 
duties  for  which  tttey  are  respectively  indebted  may 
be  remitted. 

7*his  Government  has,  in  general,  refused  to  afford 
relief  in  such  cases.  Like  cases  have  frequently  oc- 
curred ;  similar  applicationa  have  been  olten  made; 
and  relief  has  alwaya  been  refused,  except  in  a  very 
few  instances. 

In  the  case  of  a  fire  at  Norfolk*  in  Virginia,  and  in 
the  two  cases  of  fire  at  Portsmouth,  in  New  Harop- 
ahire,  the  credit  for  unpaid  duties  upon  imported  mer- 
chandise, which  had  been  destroyed  by  those  fires,  was 
prolonged  for  one  year.  The  relief  was  given  by  laws 
of  the  19th  February,  1803,  the  19th  March,  1804,  and 
the  10th  February,  1807. 

By  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  9th  of  May,  1794,  the 
duties  on  eleven  hogsheads  of  coffee,  which  had  been 
destroyed  by  fire  at  Baltimore,  were  remitted. 

By  an  act  of  the  7th  of  June,  1794,  the  internal 
duties  on  certain  distilled  spirits,  which  had  been  de- 
stroyed by  fire  at  Middlebury,  in  Vermont,  were  re- 
mitted. 

In  January,  1801,  certain  teas  were  destroyed  by 
fire  at  Providence,  in  Rhode  Island.  Those  teas  had 
been  deposited  under  the  care  of  the  officers  of  the 
customs,  in  order  to  secure  the  payment  of  the  duties. 
By  an  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1801,  the  duties  on 
those  teas  were  remitted. 

These  are  the  only  instances,  known  to  the  com- 
mittee, in  which  any  relief  whatever  has  been  afforded 
by  the  Government  to  sufferers  by  fire. 


The  teas  destroyed  at  Providence  were  in  a  pecu- 
liar situation.  They  were  in  the  custody  of  the  Gov- 
emment,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  payment  of 
the  duties.  Though  the  duties  were  a  debt  from  the 
importer,  and  the  teas  were  held  at  a  risk,  yet,  as  th» 
merchandise  was  deposited  in  the  warehouse  by  th»- 
Govemment  itself,  snd  was  held  there  as  the  principal 
security  for  the  duties,  it  seems  to  have  been  thought  fit 
to  release  the  importer  from  his  personal  responsibility, 
I  when  the  chief  subject  upon  which  the  Government 
relied  for  payment  had  been  destroyed. 
I  If  the  relief  granted  in  these  several  instances  was 
proper,  the  Uke  relief  should  be  granted  in  all  similar 
cases  ;  but  it  is  certain  that,  in  numerous  cases,  ex- 
actly  similar,  all  relief  has  been  refused.  In  the  optn* 
ion  of  the  committee,  this  Government  cannot  afford 
relief,  in  such  cases,  upon  any  principles  which  are 
susceptible  of  general  and  impartial  application. 

The  case  of  Joshua  Nevill  received  the  decision  of 
the  Senate  on  the  6tb  of  the  last  month.  In  that  case 
a  mechanic  of  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina,  lost,  in 
a  general  conflagration,  the  tools  of  his  trade,  which 
be  bad  imported,  and  upon  which  the  duties  remained 
unpaid.  It  was  a  case  of  the  strongest  merit,  in  every 
view  which  can  recommend  such  an  application  from 
a  suffering  citizen.  But  relief  was  refused,  for  public 
reasons,  which  appeared  in  the  report  of  this  commit- 
tee made  in  that  case. 

It  cannot  be  snpposed   that  there  is  any  obligation 
upon  this  Government  to  afford  relief  to  those  suffer- 
ers.    Imported   goods,  like  others,  are,  in  situations, 
at  the  risk  of  their  owners ;  whether  the  goods  of  a 
citizen  are  lost  in  a  foreign  country,  or  in  their  passage 
to  this  country,  or  after  their  arrival  here;  and  whe- 
ther they  are  consumed  by  fire,  or  destroyed  or  dimin-   . 
ished  in  value  by  any  other  casualty,  the  Government.- 
is  under  no  obligation  to  indemnify  the  owner.     TIm 
citizen  is  protected  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  property. 
His  enjoyment  and  dominion  are  exercised  by  the  free 
disposition  which  he  makea  of  his  goods,  according 
to  bis  pleasare.     All  his  goods  are,  at  all  times,  ex- 
posed to  f^rils  which  may  destroy  their  existence  or 
impsir  their  value  ;  but  the  Government  is  not  a  party 
to  the  private  dispositions  of  the  owner,  and   it  bears 
no  share  of  bis   hazards.     Nor  is  it  otherwise  in  the 
case  of  goods  subject  to  duty.    During  the  short  period 
in  which  imported  goods  are  in  the  possession  of  the 
Government,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  duties, 
they  ore  held  at  the  hazard  of  the  owner.     Our  laws 
have  cautiously  provided  that  even  while  the  posses- 
sion and  control  of  the  owner  are  susplnded,  and  the 
goods  are  actually  in  the  bands  of  the  public  officers, 
the  risks  which  attend  them  shall  belong  to  the  owner, 
and  not  to  the  public.     But  when  the  duties  are  paid 
or  secured,  the  goods  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  owner ; 
he  receives  them  augmented  in  value  by  the  amount  of 
the  duties  ;  he  holds  them  as  he  holds  any  other  goods  ; 
and  whether  they  are  lost  by  accident,  or  aold  with 
profit,  the  loss  or  the  gain  belongs  to  him  alone.     The 
occupation  of  the  irerchant  is  exposed  to  great  hazards, 
which  are  all  his  own.     Is  be  successful  in  his  com- 
merce, be  alone  reaps  the  benefit  of  his  industry,  bis 
sagacity,  and  his  hazards.     Is  he  fortunate,  either  by 
his  own  errors,  or  by  accidents,  the  Government  is 
not  his  partner,  and  it  never  insured  him  against  the 
errors  or  the  hazards  of  his  own  enterprise.     The  pub- 
lic is  never  invited  to  partake  of  his  profits.     Is  it  more 
reasonable  that  the  public  should  participate  his  losses? 
The  importer,  indeed,  pays  the  duties  in  the  first  in- 
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lUnce,  as  he  also  pay*  the  foreig^n  price  of  the  goods, 
the  freight,  the  premium  of  marine  insurance,  and  air 
other  charges  which   may  be  incurred  in  bringing  the 
goods  into  the   domestic  market.     These   component 
parU  of  the  domestic  value  fall  not  upon  him,  unlese 
he  is  the  consumer  as  well  as  the  importer.     They  are 
all  reimbursed  to  him  when  he  sells.     He  msy,  indeed, 
sometimes  receive  less   than  he   has  paid,  or  he  may 
sometimes  receive  much  more,  as  the  goods,  in   par- 
ticular cases  of  great  fluctuations,  may  cither  fall  or 
rise  gieatly  in   value.     But,  in  the  general  courte  of 
things,  the  importer   receives  ail    the  uums  which  be 
has    paid,  with    profit    to  himself,  upon    the   whole. 
When  he  incur*  or  pays  a  debt  for  duties,  he  has  no 
higher  merit  than  when  he  incurs  or  di^tcharges  any 
other  debt     The   circumstance  that  goods  have  been 
charged  with  duties  imposes  no  obligation   whatever 
upon  the  Government  to  relieve  the  owner  of  the 
goods  from  any  loss  which  he  may  sustain. 

But  though  there  is  no  obligation  to  remit  or  miti- 
gate the  duties,  is  it  not  fit  that  these  sufferers  should 
receive  from   the  Government  some   chariuble  dona- 
tion, or  some  act  of  grace  in  consideration  of  this  great  I 
calamity  1  This  idea  appears  to  be  inadmissible.    The  I 
Government  of  the   United   States  cannot  juutifiably  I 
make  chariuble  donations  from  the  national  treasure. 
If  it  were  projwr  to  make  such  donations,  they  should  i 
be  made  impartially  to  all  our  cilirens  who  have  equal 
claims  to  chariuble  relief.     If  the  sufferers  by  the  fire 
at  Savannah  have  just  claims  to  relief,  the  sufferers  ' 
by  the  recent  fires  at  W  ilmington  in   North  Carolina,  ' 
•nd  Schenecudy  in  New  York,   and  all  other  suf- 
ferers by  ail  other  fires  which   have  occurred  in  the  i 
United    States,  have   equal   claims  to   relief.     Every  ■ 
purchaser  of  imported  goods  pays  the  duties  in    the  ' 
price  of  goods.     If  the  importer  who  loses  bis  goods  | 
by  fire  is  entitled  to  relief  because  he  has  paid  the  du- 
ties,  is  not  every  other  citizen  who  pays  duties  upon  ' 
imported  goods  entitled  to   the  same   relief  when  his  i 
goods  are  destroyed  by  fire  ?  The  proprietor  of  imported  "< 
goods,  the  owner  of  the  producu  of  our  own  soil,  and  ! 
the  manufacturer  of  our  own  country,  ail   lose  their 
property  by  a  fire.    .\11  persons,  of  all  conditions,  suffer 
by  the  conflagration.     Has  one  class  of  these  citizens 
a  lietter  claim   to  relief  than   another  ?      Though  a 
conflagration  is  a  great  calamity,  it  is  not  greater  than  ' 
many  others.     Are  losses  by  fire  more  worthy  of  relief  ' 
than  losses  and   distresses  produced  by  inundations, 
tempesU,  pestilence,  war,  o»-other  misfortunes  which 
woiild  dicUte  that  our  alms    should   be  given  to   the 
indigent,  the  helpless,  and   the  virtuous,  rather  than 
to  those   who,  though  they  have  lost  much,  may  still 
be  far  above  want     Private  persons  msy  bestow  their 
charity  as   they  please  ;  but  if  this  Government  is  to 
be  charitable  it  must  be  so  at  the  expense  of  the  nation. 
If  the  nation  is  to  bestow  charity,  the  benefiu  of  iu 
charity  should    be  dispensed   throughout   the  nation 
with  an  equal  hand.     The  Government  cannot  relieve 
ail  cases  of  private  distress,  however  severe  or  meri- 
torious they  may  be  in  themselves.     The  Government 
was  not  instituted   for  any  such  purpose  ;  and,  were 
it  justifiable    under    the    Constitution    to   apply   the 
national  Ueasure  to  such  objecU,  a  system  of  rules 
should  first  be   esUblished,  by  which  facU  might  be 
investigated,  and   cases  of  real  distress   and  merit  be 
»scertained,  in   order   tliat   the   bounty  of  the  nation 
might  be  judiciously  and  impartially  distributed. 

Finally,  general  relief  in  such  cases  is  impossible, 
»nd  parUal  relief  would,  be  unjust. 


The  following  resolation  it  proposed : 
Retolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  relief  to  the 
petitioners.  ,^ 
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I  Tdesdav,  February  22. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
;  mittee  on  Militory  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
I  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
I  Indiana,  on  the  subject  of  compensation  due  Cap- 
I  tain  Digger's  company  of  rangers,  made  a  report, 
;  accompanied  by  a  resolution  that  the  petitioners 
I  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of  William 
!  Conner  and  others,  praying  that  the  right  of  pre- 
emption  to   a   certain   section   of  land   may    be 
I  granted  to  the  said  William  Conner ;  and  the  pe- 
tition was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  McNeil ;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  it  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Theron  Freeman ;  and,  in 
concurrence  therewith,  resolved  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Edward  Baker, 
praying  com|)ensation  for  an  improvement  in  gun- 
locks;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  the  petitioner 
had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whpm 
\was  referred  the  p<'tition  of  Marc  Marie  Duplat ; 
and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  resolved  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted, 
and  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his 
j)etition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 


motion  of  the  21st  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  to  the 
I  resident^  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore,  and  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  for  the 
time  being,  the  privilege  of  franking,  as  at  present 
by  law  enjoyed  by  the  Vice  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  further  to  extend  the  judicial  system  of 
the  United  States  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  making  comper*sation  for  property  lost 
or  destroyed  in  the  Seminole  campaign  was  taken 
up ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  m  its  considera- 
tion, It  was  further  postponend. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  John  O'Connor,  deceased,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  further  to  extend  the  charier  of  the 
City  of  Washington  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  LowBiE  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Aitken  and  Sons,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in 
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the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  engaged  in  the  refining 
and  rolling  of  copper,  praying  that  additional  du- 
ties may  be  imposed  on  the  importation  of  manu- 
factured copper ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motions  for  consideration : 

Retolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals 
be  inatructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  author- 
izing the  appropriation  of  forty  thousand  dollars  for 
the  purpose  of  co-operating  with  the  States  of  Ohio, 
Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  Kentucky,  and  Indiana,  to 
improve  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river. 

Keuilved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  author- 
izing the  Preiident  of  the  United  Sutes  to  subscribe 
for  one  thousand  shares  of  the  cspital  slock  of  the 
Kentucky  Ohio  Canal  Company,  according  to  the 
seventh  section  of  the  act  of  the  Kentucky  Legislature, 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act,  approved  January 
30,  1818,  entitled  'An  act  lo  incorporate  the  Kentucky 
Ohio  Canal  Company." 

.  .'  .      .  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  further  provision  for  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands. 

[The  first  section  of  this  bill  provides,  that,  from 

and  after  the  day  of  next,  all  the  public 

lands  of  the  United  States,  the  sale  of  which  is,  or 
may  be  authorized  by  law,  shall,  when  offered  at  pubic 
sale,  to  the  highest  bidder,  be  offered  in  half  quarter 
sections;  and  when  offered  at  private  sale  may  be 
purchased,  at  the  option  of  the  purchaser,  either  in 
entire  sections,  half  sections,  quarter  sections,  or  half 
quarter  sections:  and  in  every  case  of  the  division  of 
a  quarter  section,  the  line  for  the  division  thereof 
shall  be  run  north  and  south,  and  the  corners  and 
contents  of  half  quarter  sections,  which  may  thereaf- 
ter be  sold,  shall  be  ascertained  in  the  manner,  and 
on  the  principles,  prescribed  by  the  second  section  of 
an  act,  "  concerning  the  mode  of  surveying  the  public 
lands  of  the  United  States,"  passed  on  the  eleventh 
of  February,  1805;  and  fractional  sections  containing 
one  hundred  and  lizty  acres,  or  upwards,  shall,  in 
like  manner,  as  nearly  as  practicable,  be  subdivided 
into  half  quarter  sections,  under  such  rules  and  regu- 
lations as  may  be  prei-cribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury ;  but  fractional  sections,  containing  less 
than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  shall  not  be  divided, 
but  shall  be  sold  entire :  Provided,  That  this  section 
shall  not  be  construed  to  alter  any  special  provision 
made  by  law  for  the  sale  of  land  in  town  lots. 

The  second  section  provides  that  credit  shall  not  be 
allowed  for  the  purchase  money  on  the  sale  of  any  of 

the   public  lands  which  shall  be  rold  after  the 

day  of  ■  next,  but  every  purchaser  of  land  sold  at 
public  sale  thereafter,  shall,  on  the  day  of  purchase, 
make  complete  payment  therefor ;  and  the  purchaser 
at  private  sale  shall  produce  to  the  register  of  the  land 
office  a  receipt  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  or  from  the  receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the 
district,  for  the  amount  of  the  purchase  money  on  any 
tract.  Before  he  shall  enter  the  same  at  the  land  oflJce ; 
and  if  any  person,  being  the  highest  bidder,  at  public 
sale,  for  a  tract  of  land,  shall  fail  to  make  payment 
therefor,  on  the  day  on  which  the  same  was  pur- 
chased, the  tract  shall  be  again  offered  at  public  sale. 


on  the  next  day  of  sale,  and  such  person  shall  not  be 
capable  of  becoming  the  porchaser  of  that  or  any  other 
tract  offered  at  such  public  sales. 

The  third  section  provides  that,  from  and  afler  the 

day  of next,  the  price  at  which  the  public 

lands  thall  be  offered  for  sale  »hall  be  one  dollar  and 
cents  an  acre,  and  at  every  public  sale  the  high- 
est bidder,  who  shall  make  payment  as  aforessid.  shall 
be  purchaser ;  but  no  lands  shall  be  sold,  either  at 
public  or  private  sale,  for  a  less  price  than  one  dollar 

and cents  an  acre ;  and  provides  what  shall  be 

the  price  at  which  the  unsold  lands  which  have  been 
offered  at  public  sale  shall  be  cold  at  private  sale. 

Sec.  4  provides  that  no  lands  which  have  reverted, 
or  which  shall  hereafter  revert  or  become  forfeited  to 
the  United  States  for  failure  in  any  manner  to  make 

payment,  shall,  after  the  day  of next,  be 

subject  to  entry  at  private  sale,  nor  until  the  same 
shall  have  been  first  offered  lo  the  highest  bidder  at 
public  sale ;  and  all  such  Isnds  which  shsU  have  re- 
verted before   the  said   day   of next,  and 

which  shall  then  belong  to  the  United  States,  together 
with  the  sections  and  parts  of  sections  heretofore  re- 
served for  the  future  disposal  of  Congress,  which  shall, 
at  the  time  aforesaid,  remain  unsold,  shall  be  offered 
at  public  sale  to  the  highest  bidder,  who  shall  make 
payment  therefor,  in  half  quarter  sections,  at  the  land 
office  for  the  respective  districts,  on  such  day  or  days 
as  shall,  by  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  be  designated  for  that  purpose,  &c. 

The  remaining  sections  and  clauses  embrace  pro- 
visions of  mere  detail — the  above  contain  the  main 
principles.j 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  adding  a  section  thereto  in  the  follow- 
ing words: 

"  That  purchasers  of  public  lands,  which  shall  have 

been  aold  prior  to  the day  of next,  shall  be 

permitted  to  forfeit  and  surrender  the  same  before  the 
day  of  final  payment,  by  delivering  their  certificates 
to  the  register,  and  endorsing  thereon  their  consent 
that  the  land  therein  described  shall  be  resold  :  where- 
upon the  said  certificates  shall  be  considered  as  can- 
celled, and  the  lands  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to 
have  reverted  to  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  dis- 
posed of,  in  all  respects,  like  other  reverted  or  for- 
feited lands,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  fourth 
section  of  this  act ;  but,  if  such  lands  should  sell  for 
more  than  one  dollsr  and cents  per  acre,  the  ex- 
cess shall  be  paid  over  to  the  former  certificate-holder : 
Provided,  That  such  excess  shall  not  be  greater  than 
the  amount  previously  paid  on  such  certificate." 

Before  taking  the  question  on  this  motion,  it  . 
was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the  bill  was  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  February  23. 

The  President  communicated  the  general  ac- 
count of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Sutes,  from 
the  1st  of  July,  1818,  to  the  1st  of  July,  1819,  as 
also  the  War  and  Navy  accounts,  from  the  1st  of 
October,  1818,  to  the  1st  of  October,  1819,  together 
with  the  reports  thereon ;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Robert  Purdy,  made  a  report,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Purdy ; 
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and  the  report  and  bill  were  read,  and  the  bill  pass- 
ed to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  Committee  of  Finance, 
•  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Walter  Channing;  and  the  same 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Va!«  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  joint  petition  of 
Richard  Butler,  Zalman  Burritt,  Bernard  Worden, 
Samuel  Balcy,  William  White,  and  John  Fenton, 
prayinw  pensions,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by 
a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
ought  not  to  be  granted.  The  report  and  resolu- 
tion were  read. 

Mr,  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Aquila  Giles, 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  made  a  report,  accom- 
panied by  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioner ought  not  to  be  granted.  The  report  and 
resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  presented  the  memorial 
of  Henry  Remsen,  and  others,  interested  in  Mis- 
sissif^  stock,  praying  that  a  law  may  be  passed, 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  re- 
deem the  said  stock,  with  interfet.  from  the  period 
when  it  shall  appear,  from  the  returns  in  the  proper 
oflaces,  that  sales  to  an  amount  sufficient  to  pay 
off  the  same  have  been  made ;  and  the  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  King  also  presented  the  memorial  of  Andrew 
Jackson,  Major  General  in  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  commander  of  the  Southern  divi- 
sion, relative  to  the  report  of  a  select  committee  of 
the  Senate,  made  on  the  24th  of  February,  1819, 
on  the  subject  of  the  Seminole  war ;  and  the  me^ 
morial  was  laid  on  the  table.  [For  this  memorial 
see  Appeqdii,  2d  session  loth  Congress,  page  2308, 
et  seq.] 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  memorial 
of  Abraham  Ogden,  and  others,  praying  that  the 
town  of  Blakely,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  be  made 
a  port  of  entry  and  delivery  ;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  I 
and  Manufactures.  j 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re-  I 
port  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  '■ 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  i 
Indiana,  on  the  subject  of  compensation  doe  Cap- 
tain Bigger 's  company  of  rangers  ;  and,  in  concur-  , 
rence  therewith,  the  petitioners  had  leave  to  with-  ' 
draw  their  petition. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives  ' 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  altering  the  place  of  holding 
the  circuit  and  district  court  in  the  district  of 
Ohio;"  m  which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate.  The  said  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  declaring  the 
consent  of  Congress  to  the  admission  of  the  State 
of  Maine  into  the  Union;  and  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Stokes,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 


Office  and  Post  Roads,  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  reported  a  bill,  in  addition  to  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  r^fulating  the  Post  Office  Estab- 
lishment ;"  and  the  same  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  making  further  provision  for  the 
sale  of  public  lands,  together  with  the  amendment 
proposed  thereto;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postjwned  to,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for,  lo-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others,  and  the  blank 
baring  been  filled  with  SI2,516  48,  it  was  reported 
to  the  House  accordingly ;  and,  being  concurred 
in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideratlten  of  the  bill  for  the  better 
regulation  of  the  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes;  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  petition  of  Francis  S. 
Key,  and  others,  residing  in  Georgetown,  and  that 
part  of  Washington  county  west  of  Rock  Creek, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  representing,  that  a 
change  in  the  time  and  manner  of  dispensing  jus- 
tice would  not  only  be  a  great  convenience  and 
relief,  but  a  great  saving  of  expense  to  the  people, 

;  and  praying  that  a  law  may  be  passed  organizing  a 
court,  with  civil  andcriminal  jurisdiction,  to  be  held 

,  in  Georgetown  by  one  of  the  judges  of  the  present 

'  circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  ex- 
tending the  jurisdiction  of  the  justices  of  the  peace 
to  fifty  dollars,   and   authorizing   them   to   issue 

!  executions  on  all  judgments  by  magistrates;  and 

;  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  theCommit- 

'  tee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

I  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  unfavorable  to 

I  the  petition  of  Joseph  McNeil. 

;  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Joh.nson,  of  Louisiana, 
who  advocated  at  some  length  the  justice  of  the 

[  claim  of  the  petitioner,  which  was  also  supported 
by  Mr.  Bhown,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Roberta, 

the  report  was  reversed  by  a  vote  of  19  to  9,  and 

the  committee  was  instructed  to  report  a  bill  for 

the  relief  of  the  petitioner. 

R0.\D8  AND  CANALa 

The  Senate  took  up  the  following  resolutions 
offered  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  yesterday  : 

Revolted,  That  the  Committee  on  Roada  and  CanaU 
b«  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediencj  of  author* 
iiing  the  appropnation  of  forty  thousand  dollars,  for 
the  porpoae  of  co-operatiiif  with  the  Sutes  of  Ohio, 
Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  Kentucky,  and  Indiana,  to  im- 
proTe  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river. 

Reaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canak 
be  inatructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  author- 
ixing  the  President  of  the  l/nited  Statea  to  subachbe 
for  one  thousand  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the 
Kentucky  Ohio  Canal  Company,  according  to  the  7th 
■ection  of  the  act  of  the  Kentucky  Legislature,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  amend  an  act,  approved  January  30, 
1818,  entitled  *An  act  to  incorporate  the  Kentucky  Ohio 
Canal  Company." 
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The  resolutions  having  been  read,  Mr.  Johnson 
made,  in  substance,  the  following  remarks : 

He  said  he  did  not  intend  to  detain  the  Senate 
very  long  upon  the  subject  of  inquiry  into  this  sub- 
ject, so  interesting  to  the  Western  country.  He 
was  animated  with  a  hope  that  several  circum- 
stances would  combine  to  influence  the  Senate  to 
look  with  a  favorable  eye  upon  the  proposition 
contained  in  the  resolutions.  The  contemplated 
appropriation  in  very  inconsiderable  compared  with 
the  object.  Forty  thousand  dollars  is  proposed  to 
aid  in  making  tne  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river  i 
practicable  at  all  times  and  all  seasons,  for  steam,  I 
or  keel,  or  other  boats,  which  may  not  draw  more  I 
than  six  feet.  Every  measure  which  will  cherish 
our  Union,  operate  as  a  powerful  cement,  and  to 
convert  every  great  concern  into  a  common  inter- 
est, should  be  taken  into  the  most  serious  consid- 
eration, at  a  time  when  longitude  and  latitude  have 
been  the  basis  of  merit,  instead  of  public  spirit  and 
public  service.  The  session  at  which,  said  Mr.  J., 
we  passed  a  law  giving  otirselves  91,500  per  ses- 
sion, instead  of  a  per  diem,  the  age  of  good  feeling 
prevailed  ;  and  trien  it  was  that  the  widow,  the 
orphan,  the  wounded  soldier,  received  from  the 
nation  the  debt  of  gratitude,  in  part,  for  their  sacri- 
fices and  sufferings.  The  present  period,  which 
furnishes  a  contrast  to  that  happy  season,  furnishes 
inducements  as  strong  to  be  lioeral  in  these  views. 
For  my  part,  said  Mr.  J.,  I  ever  have,  and  ever  will, 
vote  for  reasonable  appropriation,  whether  it  be 
intended  to  improve  the  rivers  of  Maine  or  Georgia, 
or  to  fill  up  valleys,  or  level  mountains,  and  to  re- 
move natural  and  artificial  obstructions  in  our 
navigable  rivers,  or  to  unite  them  by  canals. 

Tne  great  importance  of  this  subject,  said  Mr.  J., 
presents  a  prolific  source  for  reflections ;  and  the 
information  now  before  us,  furnishes  topics  for  al- 
most inexhaustible  remarks ;  but  this  is  not  the 
time  to  indulge  in  them.  The  magnitude  of  this 
subject,  as  a  part  of  the  great  system  of  internal 
improvement,  is  made  manifest  by  the  utility  of 
this  measure:  first,  as  it  respects  the  interests  of 
internal  and  external  commerce,  the  productions 
of  agriculture;  the  articles  of  manufacture,  and 
all  the  mechanic  and  domestic  arts.  Secondly,  by 
furnishing  a  most  powerful  cement  to  the  Confed- 
eracy, by  the  freedom  of  intercourse  which  it  will 
afford, and  the  facilitiesof  interchanging  the  articles 
of  internal  commerce  amodg  the  States.  Thirdly, 
the  extent  of  the  territory  which  is  dependent  on 
this  outlet  and  the  waters  which  fall  into  it ;  the 
States  of  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Kentucky,  are  duly  interested  in  this  mea- 
sore.  Fourthly,  the  extent  of  the  population  which 
is  employed  upon  this  vast  territory.  Without 
going  into  detail,  we  cannot  forget  the  rising  great- 
ness of  Pittsburg,  Maysville,  Cincinnati,  Louisville, 
Natchez,  and  New  Orleans,  not  to  enumerate  the 
many  flourishing  towns  which  please  and  arrest 
the  attention  of  the  spectator  a?  he  descends  this 
beautiful  river. 

The  next  subject  which  presents  itself  said  Mr. 
J.,  is  the  report  of  the  commissioners.  This  docu- 
ment, which  I  have  before  me,  is  a  lasting  RKtnu- 
ment  of  the  merit  of  those  who  executed  Ae  work 


assigned  to  them  by  a  resolution  of  the  respective 
States  concerned,  by  the  invitation  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  at  their  own  expense,  in  the  first  instance, 
in  the  beat  of  Summer.  These  commissioners 
devoted  themselves  faithfully  to  the  public  trust 
committed  to  them,  and  have  at  length  given  to 
us  the  knowledge  of  the  character  of  the  Ohio 
river,  and  established  beyond  doubt  the  practica- 
bihty  of  making  it  navigable  at  all  seasons,  at  an 
expense  far  below  the  wreck  of  property  and  loss 
of  the  last  session,  in  consequence  of  the  low  state 
of  the  water.  These  obstructions  are  principally 
of  gravel  and  sand,  some  rocks  in  various  parts  of 
the  river,  and  some  artificial  obstructions  of  trees, 
d:c.  And  the  report  is  not  less  valuable  on  ac- 
count of  its  modest  and  unassuming  character, 
which  I  understand,  said  Mr.  J.,  is  the  labor  of  a 
member  of  this  body,  whose  mild  and  unassuming, 
though  firm,  conduct,  has  made  him  early  in  lite 
a  member  of  this  body;  and  whose  usefulness,  I 
trust,  will  not  only  benefit  the  great  State  whose 
confidence  has  sent  hini  here,  but  the  whole  Union 
— (Walter  Lowrie,  Senator  from  Pennsylva- 
nia.) The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  next 
y resents  itself  for  consideration.  We  are,  said  Mr. 
.,  vested  with  the  active  and  positive  power  to 
regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  with  In- 
dian tribes,  and  among  the  several  States.  W^e 
have  exercised  this  power  to  its  full  vigor,  as  re- 
spects foreign  nations  and  Indian  tribes;  but  as  to 
the  States,  it  has  remained  almost  a  dead  letter; 
and  it  is  time,  said  he,  that  we  should  look  at  the 
cause  of  this  apathy.  The  various  States  are 
busily  employed  in  planning  and  executing  sys- 
tems of  internal  improvements,  and  individuals 
co-operating  with  State  authority,  to  effect  these 
desirable  objects.  In  this  state  of  the  country, 
shall  Congress  invigorate  the  spirit  of  enterprise 
which  characterizes  the  States  and  the  people  of 
the  States,  by  timely  and  reasonable  appropria- 
tions, or  shiali  we  refuse  our  aid,  and  thus  indirect- 
ly condemn,  and  positivejy  protract,  that  system 
which  will  give  to  this  nation  so  much  wealth,  so 
much  power,  and  so  much  union  1 
The  resolutions  were  then  adopted. 


Thursoay,  February  24, 
Mr.  Leake,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  continue  in  force  for  a  further  time  the  act, 
entitled  'An  act  for  establishing  trading-houses 
with  the  Indian  tribes."  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Sanforo  presented  the  memorial  of  Robert 
Swartwout,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  the 
interposition  of  Congress  for  relief  in  tne  final  set- 
tlement of  his  accounts  as  (Quartermaster  General 
of  the  Amay  of  the  United  States,  durmg  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain ;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Parbott  presented  the  petition  of  Catharine 
Shapley,  widow  of  Captain  John  Shapley,  de- 
ceased, praying  relief  in  consideration  oi  her  late 
husband's  services  during  the  Rerolutionary  war ; 
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and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com 
mittee  ou  Pensions. 

Mr.  Pahhott  also  presented  the  petition  of  Rob- 
ert Newsom,  of  Kittery,  in  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts stating  that,  whilst  hoisting  a  stick  of  timber 
at  the  navy  yard,  in  Portsmouth  harbor,  the  fall 
parted,  and  the  timber  fell  on  his  left  leg,  which  was 
consequently  amputated,  and  praying  relief  in  con- 
sideration thereof;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Pensions,  on  the 
peution  ol  Richard  Butler,  and  others,  praying  for 
pensions  (who  did  not  serve  in  the  Army  of  the 
Revolution,  but  in  partisan  corps  of  the  several 
tstales)  was  taken  up,  and  it  was  resolved,  that  the 
P*^"  ^l",/*»e  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

1  he  bill  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  certain  crimes  against  the  United  States 
»nd  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  second  time' 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Purdy  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  bUl  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
regulaung  the  Post  Office  Establishment,"  was 
^  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Walter  Channing  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entiUed  ^'An  act  altering  the  place  of 
holding  the  circuit  and  district 'courts  in  the  dis- 
*^'ct  of  Ohio,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bUl  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and 
«^^"s,  J^as  read  a  second  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  taking  the  fourth  census,  orenu- 
mwation  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Sutes, 
and  tor  other  purposes,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  made 
unlavorable  reports  on  the  petitions  of  JohnBioren 
and  Fielding  Lucas,  jun.,  and  of  John  Bioren  and 
liidward  DeKrafft,  respectively,  inviting  the  pat- 
ronage of  Congress  to  a  volume  of  the  Laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  the  Journal  of  the  old 
Congress,  which  they  propose  to  republish. 
i.tT**.^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
VVhole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Vincent  Grant ;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  this  day  fortnight. 
xx^^?  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Harding,  Giles  Harding,  John  Shute,  and 
Joiin  iNicholIs;  and  the  further  consideration  there- 
of was  postponed  until  Wednesday  next. 
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ca.es  such,  for  example,  as  the  goods  being  in  the 
custody  ot  the  officers  of  the  United  States,  to  se- 
cure the  payment  of  duties.  The  report  concludes 
an  argument  ol  some  length,  by  recommending 
the  adoption  of  a  resolution  "that  it  is  inexpedient 
to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner." 

Mr  Elliot,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  amend  the 
report,  by  substituting  the  following  resolution  for 
that  reported  by  the  committee: 

"  Rt»olted,  That  the  report  be  r*committed  to  the 
Comnmu.e  on  Fintnce,  with  instruction,  to  report  • 
bill,  .ulhorizing  the  remiwioo  of  twenly-Bve  per  cent. 
on  til  bond,  due,  or  becoming  doe  at  the  cu.tom-houte 
at  Savannah,  m  Georgia,  executcti  for  the  payment  of 
dutie.  on  imported  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise 
not  insured  against  fire,  and  which  buve  been  de.trov- 
e«l  by  the  late  fire  in  that  city,  and  extending  the  ad. 
diUonal  credit  of  two  years  on  such  bonds." 

This  amendment  was  earnestly  supported  bv 
Mr.  Elliot  and  Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia. 

The  whole  subject  was  then,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Roberts,  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

THE  MAINE  BILL. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
nients  to  the  bill,  entiUed  "An  act  for  the  admission 
of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the  Union,"  disagreed 
to  by  the  House  of  Representatives;  and,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Blrrill,  that  the  Senate  recede  there- 
from— 

Mr.  Macon  called  for  a  division  of  the  question, 
so  as  to  be  taken  separately  on  each  amendment! 
one  containing  orovisions  for  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri into  the  Union,  and  the  other  prohibiting  the 
further  introduction  of  slavery  into  the  Territories 
of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Noble,  it  was  agreed  to  take 
the  question  by  yeas  and  nays;  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  LowRiE,  the  amendments  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

.      PUBLIC  LAND  SALES. 


REMISSION  OF  DUTIES. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  on  the  pe- 
titions of  Andrew  Low,  and  others,  merchants  of 
bavannah,  who  pray  for  a  remission  of  duties  paid 
and  secured  to  be  paid  on  a  large  amount  of  im- 
ported goods,  which  were  consumed  and  destroyed 
by  the  late  fire  in  that  city.     In  general,  the  Gov- 
ernment has  refused  to  remit  the  payment  of  duties 
m  such  cases.     Relief  has,  however,  in  a  very  few 
«^h  cases,  ^n  granted;   but  in  extraordinary) 


The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the^  bill  for  changing  the  mode  of  disposing  of  the 
public  lands,  so  as  to  sell  them  for  cash  instead  of 
the  present  credits.  The  following  amendment, 
proposed  by  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  being  un- 
der consideration,  viz : 

"And  bt  it  further  enacted,   That  purchaser,  of 
pabhclands,  which  sh^ll  hare  been  sold  prior  to  the 

day  of next,  shall  be  permitted  to  forfeit  and 

surrender  the  same  before  the  day  of  final  payment,  by 
delivering  iheir  certificates  to  the  register,  and  endors- 
ing thereon  their  consent  that  the  land  therein  de- 
scribed shall  be  resold  :  whereupon,  the  said  certificates 
shall  he  considered  as  (Cancelled,  and  the  land,  shall  be 
deemed  and  taken  to  have  reverted  to  the  United 
states,  and  shall  b«  disposed  of,  in  all  respecU,  like 
other  reverted  or  forfeited  lands,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  fourth  section  of  this  act ;  but,  if  such 

land,  shall  sell  for  more  than  one  dollar  and cents 

per  acre,  the  excess  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  former 
certificate  holder;  Provided,  That  such  excess  shall 
not  be  greater  than  the  amount  previously  paid  on 
such  certificate."  *^ 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  said,  that,  by  this 
oUl,  it  was  proposed  to  change  a  system  which 
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had  been  adopted  after  mature  consideration,  and 
had  been  so  long  in  operation  that  purchasers 
might  be  supposed  to  have  bought  under  the  ex- 
pectation that  it  was  to  be  continued.  The  prac- 
tical effect  of  the  present  system,  he  said,  was, 
that  a  credit  was  given  on  purchases,  not  for  four 
years  but  for  eight,  and,  by  subsequent  indulgence, 
an  almost  indefinite  credit  on  the  latter  instal- 
ments ;  for  he  had  been  informed  that  lands  were 
yet  unpaid  for,  which  were  purchased  at  the  early 
sales  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  which  took  place  twenty 
years  ago.  The  sums  due  for  lands  now  amounted 
to  twenty-two  millions  of  dollars — a  fearful  sum. 
The  great  object  of  the  bill  was  to  change  a  sys- 
tem which,  in  its  operation,  produced  such  results. 
Mr.  W.  admitted  that  political  reasons  required  a 
change  in  the  system  which  produced  the  relations 
of  debtor  and  creditor,  to  so  great  an  extent,  and 
for  an  indefinite  period,  between  the  people  and 
the  Government.  He  was  willing  to  make  the 
change ;  but  the  change  should  be  so  made,  as  not 
tQ  afiect  the  condition  of  those  who  had  purchased 
the  public  lands.  If  the  system  was  suddenly  and 
radically  changed,  the  effect  would  certainly  be  to 
diminish  the  customary  price  of  lands,  and  to  pre- 
judice the  interest  of  the  present  holders,  and  par- 
ticularly of  the  recent  purchajters  of  public  lands. 
In  re^rd  to  the  latter  class,  he  remarked,  he  was 
justified  in  saying  that  the  United  States  had  re- 
ceived from  tnem,  in  many  cases,  for  the  first  in- 
stalment, the  actual  value  of  the  lands,  and  as 
much  as  they  would  have  received  for  the  fee 
simple,  had  they  been  sold  for  cash.  Those  pur- 
chasers, w^ho  had  made  a  hard  bargain  with  the 
Government,  ought  to  be  relieved,  and  protected 
against  the  effect  which  this  bill,  if  passed,  would 
have  of  depreciating  the  value  of  their  lands.  Such 
would  be  the  effect  of  the  amendment  now  under 
consideration.  It  would  also  enable  the  Grovern- 
ment  to  obtain  the  cash  value  of  the  lands  thus 
sold,  sooner  than  they  will  otherwise  obtain  it.  If 
gentlemen  would  turn  to  the  accounts  of  sales  of 
the  public  lands,  they  would  find  that  the  prices 
received  for  them  had  been  enormous,  particularly 
in  Alabama. 

It  might  be  said  that,  by  the  provisions  of  this 
amendment,  relief  would  be  granted  to  speculators 
in  (he  public  lands.  Not  so,  Mr.  W.  said.  Some 
speculators,  no  doubt,  might  be  relieved  by  it ;  but, 
he  said,  there  were  a  great  many  who  had  pur- 
chased for  practical  agricultural  purposes,  who 
■were  now  satisfied  they  had  given  four  times  the 
value  for  their  lands ;  and  he  was  satisfied,  him- 
self, that  if  the  lands  were  now  set  up,  they  would 
not  produce  as  much  as  bad  been  already  paid  on 
the  nrst  instalment.  The  purchases  in  Alabama, 
he  said,  seemed  to  have  been  made  under  the  in- 
fluence of  a  sort  of  delirium,  caused  by  a  variety 
y<Jf  causes,  among  which  was  the  policy  of  the  Gov- 
^  emraent  in  making  the  Yazoo  compromise  and 
issuing  the  Yazoo  stock,  which  was  available  to 

Purchasers  of  public  lands  in  Mississippi  and  Ala- 
ama,  but  was,  in  point  of  fact,  absorbed  by  the 
sales  in  Alabama  ;  for  in  that  time  no  sales  were 
made  in  Mississippi.  In  addition  to  this  cause, 
was  another — there  were  about  that  time  created, 


in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  somewhere  about 
serenty  banks,  whose  paper  was  profusely  scat- 
tered over  the  country,  and  cotton  was  at  about 
twenty-five  cents  per  pound.  The  most  prudent 
calculating  men  in  the  country  were  swept  away 
by  the  delusion  of  the  moment.  It  was  the  most 
discreet  men  sometimes  who  gave  the  highest 
prices ;  he  had  known,  for  example,  as  high  as 
seventy-eight  dollars  per  acre  given  for  land  by 
those  who  bought  it  with  the  full  intention  them- 
selves to  cultivate  it.  Should  the  system  be 
changed  as  proposed,  there  would  certainly  be  a 
great  inequality  in  the  conditions  of  those  who 
bought  under  the  late  system  and  those  who  will 
buy  under  that  which  is  to  be  substituted  for  it. 
It  would  be  found  that  lands  would  follow  the 
CJovemment  price,  and  would  consequently  fall. 
There  was,  therefore,  he  thought,  a  moral  obliga- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  interpose 
for  the  relief  of  the  late  purchasers.  The  pur- 
chaser had  a  right  to  suppose  there  would  be  a  cer- 
tain credit  given,  as  heretofore,  on  all  lands  here- 
after thrown  into  the  market.  It  is  time  to  stop, 
it  was  said.  Mr.  W.  was  willing  to  do  so ;  but,  m 
doing  so,  he  would  not  violate  the  rights  of  those 
who  had  purchased  under  existing  laws.  The 
average  of  sales  of  all  the  lands  in  Alabama  and 
Mississippi  was  about  five  dollars  per  acre,  and 
would  be  much  higher  but  for  the  old  sales  which 
were  at  low  prices — the  average  for  the  last  three 
years  would  be  much  higher ;  whereas  the  average 
of  all  the  other  sales  was  very  little  more  than  two 
dollars  per  acre. 

The  object  of  this  amendment,  then,  was  to  al- 
low those  who  wish  it  to  let  the  lands,  on  which 
they  have  paid  the  first  instalment  of  the  purchase 
money,  revert  at  once  to  the  United  States.  That 
a  great  many  of  the  high  priced  lands  would,  in 
any  event,  revert  to  the  United  States,  he  had  no 
doubt.  But  that  the  Government  would  ever  re- 
take possession,  within  any  reasonable  time,  he 
had  no  expectation.  They  would  go  on  suspend- 
ing the  operation  of  the  law  of  forfeiture,  and 
would  be  out  of  the  possession  of  it  for  many  years ; 
and  when  they  did  enforce  the  law,  if  they  could 
enforce  it,  which  he  very  much  doubted,  it  would 
be  of  less  value  to  them,  dec.  Every  considera- 
tion, Mr.  W.  therefore  thought,  recommended  this 
amendment. 

Mr.  Oti8  inquired  whether  the  amendment  was 
intended  to  apply  to  all  purchasers  of  the  public 
lands,  as  well  elsewhere  as  in  Alabama  ? 

Mr.  Walker  said,  he  had  thought  it  invidious 
to  make  a  distinction  between  them.  Purchasers 
at  a  fair  price,  in  whatever  quarter  of  the  coun'jy, 
would  not  suffer  their  lands  to  revert. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  said  that  the  bill  be- 
fore the  Senate  was  one  of  the  mast  important 
measures,  as  regarded  the  general  welfare  and  best 
interests  of  the  country,  that  could  be  presented  to 
their  consideration.  It  was  with  much  satisfaction 
that  he  found  there  was  an  almost  unanimous  dis- 
position to  change  the  mode  of  the  sales,  so  as  that 
for  the  future  they  should  be  sold  for  cash  only. 
Such  a  bill  had  passed  this  body  at  the  last  session, 
and  did  not  pass  the  House  of  Representatives,  for 
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reasons  not  connected  with  its  merits.  In  again 
maturing  a  bill  on  this  subject,  Mr.  K.  said,  it 
ought  to  be  the  object  to  establish  the  rule  inde- 
pendently of  all  peculiar  circumstances,  and  leave 
all  the  questions,  such  tm  those  embraced  in  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  and 
which  had  many  kindred  in  any  part  of  the  Union, 
to  be  examined  and  decided  hereafter.  He  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate  the  expediency  of  reserving 
every  one  of  those  particular  questions,  meritorious 
or  otherwise,  equitable  or  not,  for  a  distinct  con- 
sideration after  the  passage  of  this  bill,  with  which 
be  did  not  see  any  necessity  for  coupling  them. 

With  regard  to  the  main  object  of  the  bill,  it 
was  scarcely  necessary,  Mr.  K.  said,  to  make  an 
observation,  because  he  presumed  every  gentleman 
had  reflected  on  it  with  the  seriousness  due  to  its 
important  character.     The  evil  it  was  intended  to 
remedy  was  of  a  magnitude  which  grows  con- 
•tentiy  and   increases   with  every   hour's  delay. 
Last  year  it  had  been  supposed  that  the  debts  due 
to  the  Government  for  lands  sold  amounted  to 
twelve  millions  of  dollars;  since  when,  he  now  un- 
derstood, the  sum  had  already  increased  by  ten 
millions.     He  invited  centleraen  to  reflect  what 
would  be  the  effect  of  having  in  the  hands  of  our 
citizens  debts  to  the  amount  of  twenty-two  mil- 
lions of  dollars.     And  what,  he  asked,  might  the 
vkcl  not  be,  when  that  sum  was  doubled  again  ? 
It  had  been  stated  here,  that,  in  some  of  the  States, 
the  effect  of  a  similar  cause  had  been  to  produce 
an  alienation  of  the  citizens  from  the  Government 
and  that  m  some  of  those  States,  in  Kentucky  par- 
UcuJarly,  no  man  could  be  elected  from  the  district 
of  the  country  in  which  the  people  were  indebted 
to  the  State  government  for  lands,  without  pledg- 
ing himself  to  support  the  passage  of  a  forbearance 
Jaw.     He  would  not,  he  said,  dilate  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  but,  he  said,  a  perseverance  in  the  present 
•ystem  of  increasing  the  debt  due  to  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  pernicious  to  the  harmony  of  the 
Union,  and  would  terminate — in  what  ?     In  ex- 
pui^mg  the  debt.     That  would  be  the  effect  of  it. 
If  the  case  suggested  by  the  genUeman  from 
Alabama  were  the  only  case  in  the  United  States, 
the  proposed  amendment  might  not  be  so  objec- 
tionable as  he  now  considered  it.     But,  Mr.  K. 
said,  the  gentleman  would  see,  that  of  all  the  per- 
sons who  owe  these  twenty-two  millions  of  dol- 
lars, there  was  perhaps  not  a  man  who  had  not 
n»ade  his  purchase  when  land  was,  in  a  certain 
degree,  of  a  higher  value  than  at  present.     If  the 
proposed  amendment  was  incorporated  in  the  bill 
It  would  be  found  that  every  purchaser  of  lands' 
would  call  on  the  Government  to  review  the  whole 
transaction,  and  afford  to  him  also  equitable  relief. 
One  idea  further  in  regard  to  the  amendment. 
He  put  it  to  the  gentleman,  supposing  his  amend- 
ment to  pass,  and  the  lands  to  be  surrendered  by 
every  recent  purchaser,  who  would  be  found  mad 
enough  to  bid  against  him  on  the  resale  of  the  land 
surrendered  ?    On  the  whole,  Mr.  K.  thought  it 
would  be  much  better  to  exclude  every  other  cir- 
cumstance from  consideration,  when  deliberating 
on  the  main  question  of  changing  the  present  sys- 
tem of  disposing  of  the  public  lands. 


Mr.  Walkeh,  of  Alabama,  said,  if  it  were  true 
that,  because  a  man  has  purchased  a  quarter  sec- 
tion of  land,  and  fixed  his  house  there,  no  man  will 
i  dare  to  bid  against  him  on   the  lands  reverting,  it 
I  would  be  equally  true  of  the  land  reverting  for 
non-payment  under  the  present  system.     The  dif- 
I  ference,  then,  between  present  and  future  reversion 
j  to  the  United   States  was  wholly  in  favor  of  the 
I  Government  putting  into  the  treasury  immedi- 
■  ately  what  would  not  otherwise  accrue  to  it  for 
j  ten  years  to  come,  if  then.     On   this  point,  how- 
ever, he  did  not  know  what  the  public  sentiment 
would  be  when  the  case  happened.     In  the  case 
of  squatters,  it  was  not  such  as  was  apprehended 
in  the  present  case.     He  thought  it  very  possible ' 
that,  in  the  present  case  of  the  Alabama  purcha- 
sers, the  former  owners  of  the  land  reverting  or 
surrendered,  would  have  a  decided  preference,  and 
few  would  be  found  to  bid  against  them.     There 
was  much  truth  in  what  the  gentleman  had  said ; 
and,  in  the  degree  that  it  was  true,  what  he  had 
said  went  to  show  the  expediency  of  the  proposed 
amendment. 

Mr.  LowRiE  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  that  the  provision,  if  passed,  had  bet-' 
ter  be  kept  distinct  from  the  present  bill.  Another 
idea,  of  some  importance,  he  would  suggest  to  the 
Senate  :  Whether,  if  this  bill  passed,  it  would  not 
be  well  to  hold  out  an  inducement  to  those  who 
owe  these  twenty-two  millions  of  dollars  to  pay 
them  «ocm*r  than  they  otherwise  would?  That 
consideration  had  been  spoken  of  in  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands  ;  but  it  had  been  thought  bet- 
ter not  to  connect  the  two  subjects.  He  did  not 
feel  as  if  he  were  opposed  to  the  principle  of  this 
amendment,  but  he  was  not  in  favor  of  incorpo- 
rating it  in  this  bill ;  and,  when  acted  on,  he 
thought  some  further  details  would  be  necessary 
to  make  it  effectual. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  thought  no  further 
detail  necessary.  If  he  thought,  proposed  in  a  dif- 
ferent form,  it  would  meet  a  better  late,  he  would 
now  withdraw  his  motion.  For  his  part,  he  thought 
it  would  have  a  good  effect  to  let  the  purchasers 
surrender  their  lands  at  once  to  the  Government. 
Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  said  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  agree  that  the  lands  should  be  surren- 
dered by  the  purchasers  as  soon  as  convenient; 
but  he  was  not  disposed  to  give  them  back  the 
loaoney,  as  was  proposed  in  this  amendment,  ii  the 
lands  should  sell  beyond  the  minimum  cash  price. 
He  was  not  disposed  to  make  donations  to  our 
citizens  of  this  amount.  He  therefore  moved  to 
strike  out  all  of  the  amendment  after  the  word 
"act,' in  the  12th  line. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  said  the  Senate  should 
take  into  consideration  the  condition  of  those  who 
had  purchased  lands  from  the  Government. 
Would  the  passage  of  this  bill  injure  them  ?  And, 
if  it  would,  ought  not  some  equitable  provision  to 
be  made  for  their  relief?  If  the  proposed  change 
were  made,  it  was  susceptible  of  demonstration, 
Mr.  K.  said,  that  those  who  had  purchased  under 
the  old  system  would  be  in  a  worse  condition  than 
those  who  will  purchase  under  the  new  one.  You 
lower  the  value  of  their  property,  said  he,  and  ex- 
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tend  to  them  no  relief     Will  this  attach  them  to 
the  Government  ?     No.     What  will  be  the  effect 
of  the  bill,  as  respects  people  who  have  purchased 
lands  from  the  public,  and,  in  consequence  of  the 
change  of  the  times,  are  unable  to  pay  ?     Will 
they  improve  the  lands;  will  they  improve  the 
sUte  of  society  ;  and  produce  that  state  of  things 
so  desirable — a  dense  population   on  an  exposed 
frontier  ?     By  forcing  them  to  wait  till  the  for- 
feiture   accrues,    the  intermediate    improvement 
would  be  prevented,  by  the  state  of  uncertainty  in 
regard  to  their  possessions,   which  has  the  mast 
unfortunate  effect  on  society.     By  rejecting  this 
amendment,  strangers  would  be  brought  forward, 
not,  as  has  been  supposed,  men  who  would  sym- 
pathize with  the  original  purchasers — who  would, 
on  the  reversion  of  the  lands,  purchase  them  for  a 
much  smaller  prike  than  the  original  purchaser 
would  have  given  for  them  had  he  not  been  dis- 
qualified from  paying  at  all.     The  present  holder 
has,  it  might  be  said,  had  the  use  of  the  land. 
Yes,  Mr.  K.  said ;  he  had  gone  through  the  wil- 
derness, suffered  all  the  inconvenience  of  settling 
new  land  in  a  new  country  ;  and  what  was  his 
profit  ?     A  mere  subsistence.     Mr.  K.  knew,  he 
said,  that  such  was  the  fact.     Was  it  fair,  then,  to 
subject  him  to  the  loss  of  all  he  had  ?    He  forbore, 
he  said,  to  sneak  of  the  effect,  in  a  political  point 
of  view,  of  this  immense  debt.    He  felt  it ;  he  knew 
it  would  have  a  tendency  to  alienate  the  affections 
of  the  people.  But  this  was  no  reiison  why  the  Sen- 
ate should  not  extend  relief  to  those  whose  interests 
this  bill  was  vitally  to  affect.     Mr.  K.  made  some 
other  observations,  explanatory  of  the  operation  of 
this  amendment.     It  did  not  propose  to  make  any 
donation,  as  had  been  intimated.     The  Govern- 
ment would  receive  from  the  future  purchaser  all 
he  was  disposed  to  give  for  the  land.     Suppose  it 
has  been  already  sold  for  twenty  dollars  j)er  acre, 
and  the  first  payment  of  five  dollars  has  been  made. 
If  the  land  resells  for  ten  dollars,  the  Government 
will  receive  five  dollars,  and  the  individual  surren- 
dering it  will  receive  five  more,  of  which  the  Gov- 
ernment has  had  the  use,  and  from  which  he  has 
had  BO  advantage.     The  amendment  would  not 
embarrass  the  bill.     Mr.  K.  considered  it  to  be  ne- 
cessarily connected  with  it.     Political  expediency 
called  for  its  adoption,  inasmuch  as  the  present 
holders  of  these  lands,  with  a  heavy  debt  hanging 
over  them,  had  no  stimulus  to  exertion,  &c. 

Mr.  Macon  said  the  amendment  did  not  go  suf- 
ficiently into  detail.  As  it  now  stood,  if  adopted, 
the  man  who  had  first  purchased  might  buy  the 
land  again  :  so  that  every  man  might  give  up  the 
land  he  had  bought,  if  he  thought  he  could  buy  it 
over  again  for  less  money  than  he  had  at  first  given 
for  it.  As  it  now  stood,  those  who  bought  and 
sold  would  receive  the  benefit,  which,  he  presumed, 
was  intended  only  to  apply  to  the  actual  settlers. 
The  subject,  he  said,  was  as  important  as  any  of 
those  who  had  spoken  had  made  it;  and  this 
amendment,  embracing  a  great  question,  bethought 
ought  to  pass  under  the  revision  of  the  Committee 
of  Public  Lands  before  the  Senate  acted  on  it. 

Mr.  Rdqqles  said,  if  this  bill  was  to  pass,  he 
hoped  the  amendment  would  prevail.  So  far,  how- 
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ever,  as  related  to  the  Ohio  country,  few  sales  had 
been  made,  where  the  land  would  not  now  sell  for 
as  much  as  it  had  bet-Ak  bought  at,  unless  it  were 
the  reservations  of  the  Indians,  two  square  miles 
on  Sandy,  and  six  square  miles  on  the  Miami  of 
liie  Lake.  These  lands  had  sold  above  their  value, 
and  the  purchasers  were  understood  to  intend  for- 
feiting their  lands.  But,  in  the  Southern  country, 
he  said,  prices  had  been  given  for  land  which  never 
could  be  paid.  For  such  cases  it  was  proper  that 
some  provision  should  be  made. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  said,  as  there  appear- 
ed to  be  a  contrariety  of  opinion  on  the  subject  of 
the  anu'ndment,  and  as  he  believed  it  would  gain 
friends  by  further  consideration,  he  would  for  the 
present  withdraw  it.     And  he  did  so. 

Mr.  EnwARns  then  rose.  The  experience  of 
the  last  session,  he  said,  had  taught  him  that  it 
would  be  perfectly  useless  to  attempt  any  opposi- 
tion to  the  principle  of  this  bill.  He  believed  that 
it  ought  not  to  pass,  and  that  it  would  have  an  un- 
fortunate effect,  particularly  on  that  part  of  the 
j  population  of  the  West  which  he  had  the  honor  to 
represent.  But  he  forbore  to  enter  into  needless 
debate.  He  wished  to  provide,  however,  if  he 
could,  for  that  class  ol  citizens  who  are  unable  to 
acquire  land  by  making  prompt  payment ;  and  he 
should  flatter  himself,  he  said,  from  the  veneration 
which  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Kino) 
had  displayed,  some  days  ago,  for  the  law  of  na- 
ture, he  would  not  be  willing  to  withhold  frbm 
those  persons  the  only  means  by  which  they  can 
acquire  a  right  to  the  soil.  Mr.  E.  then  proposed 
the  following  amendment  to  the  bill : 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  'i'hst  any  person  who  is, 
or  hereafter  tnaj  be,  an  actual  bona  fide  settler,  upon 
any  quarter  section  of  land  which  shall  have  been  pre- 
viously exposed  to  public  sale,  and  shall  remain  un- 
sold, shall  be  permitted  to  purchase  such  quarter  sec- 
tion, in  the  same  manner  and  on  such  terms  as  are 
now  authorized  by  law. 

His  object,  Mr.  E.  said,  was  not  to  interfere  with 
the  provisions  of  this  bill  relating  to  those  who 
were  able  to  purchase,  but  to  provide  for  that  de-  • 
scription  of  persons  who  were  not  in  a  condition  to 
pay  money  for  the  lands  of  which  they  were  the 
actual  occupants. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  said,  a  man  might  be 
actually  on  the  public  land,  but  how  he  could  be 
called  a  bona  fide  settler,  he  said,  he  knew  not. 
The  amendment  went  fiu-ther  than  he  had  ever 
before  heard  it  proposed  to  go. 

Mr.  Otis  asked  if  this  provision  would  not  make 
some  embarrassment  at  the  public  sales.  If  the 
land  was  struck  off  to  one  who  had  previously 
settled  on  it,  might  he  not  claim  a  credit  on  hu 
purchase  ? 

Mr.  E0WARO8  said,  the  land  was  not  to  be  dis- 
posed of  to  any  such  settler,  on  the  terms  proposed, 
until  it  had  been  previously  offered  for  sale,  and 
remained  unsold.  But  bona  fide  settlements  might 
exist,  if  this  amendment  was  adopted  ;  because 
it  would  countenance  and  authorize  them,  and 
they  would  therefore  be  bona  fide. 

Mr.  Leake  said  that  the  persons  who  are  una- 
ble to  purchase,  settle  down  as  squatters  on  the 
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public  lands.  Though  the  Gorernment  was  au- 
thonzed  to  remove  them,  that  power  was  seldom 
exercised. 

Mr.  J0HN8ON,  of  Louisiana,  was  opposed  to  the 
passage  of  this  bill ;  but,  if  it  was  to  pass,  he  should 
prefer  it  to  pass  with  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  as  there  was  a  numer- 
ous class  of  useful  citizens  who  would  be  relieved 
by  it,  Ac. 

Mr.  Otis  asked,  within  what  period  was  the 
settler,  referred  to  in  the  amendment,  to  make  his 
election  to  purchase ;  or  was  he  to  have  his  option 
forever  ? 

Mr.  KiWG,  of  Alabama,  said  he  could  see  no 
objection  to  the  amendment,  which  would  serve  to 
relieve  a  poor  and  meritorious  class  of  settlers. 
With  regard  to  the  election,  if  the  settler  did  not 
choose  to  enter  the  land,  any  other  individual 
would  and  might,  whenever  he  thought  proper, 
tnter  it  at  the  land  office  at  the  minimum  price. 

Mr.  LowRrE  said,  if  this  amendment  was  agreed 
to,  one  part  of  the  sales  of  lands  would  be  for  cash, 
and  the  other  on  the  credit  system.  He  was  in 
favor  of  an  uniformity  in  the  mode  of  disposini?  of 
the  lands.  ^     ^ 

Mr.  Edwards  said  his  object  was  to  provide 
for  the  poorer  class  of  our  citizens ;  not  only  for 
those  who  are  now  o»the  public  lands,  but  also 
for  thase  who  may  remove  there.  In  relation  to 
those  who  are  able  to  purchase  by  making  prompt 
payment  he  cared  not.  A  man  would  not  remove 
there,  and  make  a  settlement,  if  he  was  able  to 
pay  at  all ;  because  he  was  liable,  whilst  making 
improvements  on  it,  to  have  the  land  taken  over 
his  head. 

Mr.  LowHiE  said,  if  a  man  had  paid  one-fourth 
of  the  money  for  a  tract  of  land,  under  the  pro- 
pased  amendment,  could  another  one  go  to  the  land 
office,  and.  by  paying  the  whole  amount  in  cash, 
torn  the  other  off  ?  No.  So  that,  in  fact,  every 
man  would  take  advantage  of  this  opening  to  gH 
credit  for  his  purchase,  and  there  would  be  no  use 
in  passing  this  bill. 

Mr.  Smith  said,  if  this  bill  was  to  pass  at  all, 
he  thought  it  ought  to^  be  with  both  the  amend-  j 
ments  which  had  been  offered.  Under  the  present  ' 
system,  the  land  being  offered  at  public  saJe,  and 
no  bidder  at  the  minimum  price,  it 
to  be  taken  by  any  one  who  chose  at 
the  minimum  price.  The  amendment  gave  no 
preference  to  the  squatter,  until  the  land  should 
•have  been  offered  at  public  sale.  If  the  land  was 
passed  by,  the  presumption  was  conclusive  that  it 
was  not  worth  the  Government  price ;  and  none 
but  such  lands  were  proposed  to  be  allowed  to  be 
purchased  on  the  credit  now  allowed.  The  lean- 
mg  of  his  mind,  Mr.  S.  said,  was  however  against 
the  whole  bill. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  said,  that  the  sys- 
tem of  cash  payments  would  operate  to  the  benefit 
of  capitalists  exclusively,  and  unfavorably  to  the 
poor  man.  and  therefore  considered  this  amend- 
ment very  important. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  remarked  that 
no  gentleman  had  spoken  in  favor  of  this  amend- 
ment who  was  not  opposed  to  the  main  object  of 
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I  the  bill.  Ue  prwumcd  the  object  was  to  make 
the  bill  so  unacceptable  that  even  its  friends  would 
not  vote  fbr  it.  The  amendment,  if  agreed  to 
would  make  this  a  mongrel  system.  The  system 
ought  to  be  either  aU  cash,  or  (as  it  now  is)  all 
credit.  ' 

Mr.  Otis  .said  it  would  be  very  desirable  if  the 
Senate  could  be  pennitled  to  decide  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  change  without  reference  to  details, 
which  change  the  simple  nature  of  the  question,  as 
do  all  the  amendments  which  have  been  ofiered 
Was  It  not  better  to  decide,  separately,  on  particu- 
lar cases  requiring  to  be  excepted  from  the  general 
rule?  He  should  be  sorry,  he  said,  to  see  this  bill 
delayed,  because  he  recollected  what  had  taken 
place  in  consequence  of  a  delay  of  the  bill  to  so 
late  a  period  of  the  last  session.  Let  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands  take  the  cases  of  hardship  un- 
der their  consideration.  Such  cases  there  might 
be,  and,  for  his  part,  he  was  disposed  to  look  at 
them  with  tenderness  and  kindness.  He  could 
foresee  in  this  amendment,  should  it  be  adopted,  a 
plentiful  crop  of  litigations  b«tween  the  actual  set- 
tlers and  others,  Ac,  and  a  difficulty  in  ascertain- 
ing who  may  be  a  bonaJUU  actual  settler,  Ac. 

Mr.  Edwards  said,  with  regard  to  the  remark 
of  the  gentleman  froni  Mississippi,  he  could  assure 
him  that  the  object  of  his  amendment  was  not  to 
defeat  the  bill.  He  should  greatly  prefer,  he  said, 
confining  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  altogether 
to  actual  settlers ;  for  he  considered  the  proposed 
modification  of  the  land  system  to  be  calculated 
to  give  an  evident  advantage  to  speculators  who 
have  the  command  of  large  moneyed  funds  ;  and 
he  should  prefer  a  system  which  would  deny  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands  to  any  man  who  was  not 
an  actual  settler.  With  regard  to  the  remark  that 
there  might  be  collisions  between  the  actual  set- 
tlers and  others,  it  could  not  ajjply,  because  the 
law  now  is  that  all  lands  settled  or  not  shall  be 
first  offered  at  public  sale;  and  it  was  not  until 
after  a  failure  to  sell  in  that  way  that  this  amend- 
ment would  apply.  But,  as  the  subject  seemed  to 
be  so  little  understood,  he  wished  the  bill  to  be 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

After  some  conversation,  in  which  Mr.  Smith 
proposed  a  longer  postponement,  and  Mr.  Leake 
and  Mr.  Lowrie  oppo«»d  it,  the  bill  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 


Friday,  February  25. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Ebenezer 
Stevens  and  others,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  resolution,  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to 
withdraw  their  petition.  The  report  and  resolu- 
tion were  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Sa- 
rah Dunn,  v*pre  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof,  and  the  petitioner  had  leave  to 
withdraw  her  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Aquila  Giles,  of  the  city  of 
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New  York ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  subjects  were  respectively  referred, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  McNeil ;  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Bartholomew  Duverge ;  and 
also  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Labedoyere  de  Ker- 
mion  ;  and  the  bills  were  read,  and  severally  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

SAVANNAH  SUFFERERS. 

.  The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  on  the  memo- 
rial of  sundry  sufferers  by  the  late  fire  at  Savan- 
nah, praying  a  remission  of  duties  on  goods  de- 
strored,  Ac.,  and  of  the  motion  relative  thereto, 
made  by  Mr.  Elliot,  of  Georgia,  as  before  stated. 

This  motion  was  further  supported  by  Mr.  El- 
liot and  Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  and  opposed 
by  Mr.  Babbocr  and  Mr.  Macon. 

The  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative  by  21  votes  to  18. 

On  HKHion  by  Mr.  Bdrrill,  the  Senate  then 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 

THE  MAINE  BILL. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bur- 
rill  to  recede  from  the  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
ate, which  embrace  provisions  for  the  admission 
of  Missouri,  and  for  excluding  slaves  from  the 
Territories — 

A  discussion  arose  on  a  point  of  order  respect- 
ing the  division  of -this  question,  (as  ye*.terday  di- 
rected,) so  as  to  separate  the  question  respecting 
Missouri  from  that  respecting  the  Territories — it 
being  contended  by  Mr.  Burrill  that  the  whole 
amendment  was  an  unit,  the  second  part  depend- 
ing on  the  first,  and  therefore  indivisible. 

The  President  availed  himself  of  a  rule  of  the 
Senate  to  submit  the  question  to  the  decision  of 
the  Senate.  And,  after  debate,  in  which  Messrs. 
Burrill,  Otis,  Barbour,  Walker  of  Alabama, 
LowHiE,  Macon,  Roberts,  Kino  of  New  York, 
Smith,  and  Morril,  took  part,  the  question  ap- 
parently becoming  more  difficult  in  the  course  of 
the  discussion,  it  was  at  length  determined,  on  the 
third  trial,  that  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

CUSTOM-HOUSE  BONDS. 

The  following  letter  was  received  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury : 

TsKAiuar  DirABTKCKT,  Feb.  23,  1820. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  ■  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of 
the  12th  of  February,  i8)9,  directing  that  "  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treaaary  lay  before  the  Senate,  aa  early 
in  the  next  aeMion  aa  practicable,  an  abstract  of  all 
bonda  for  duties  on  merchandiae  imported  into  the 
United  States,  which  shall  have  become  payable  and 
remain  anpaiJ  on  the  30th  day  of  September  next, 
exhibiting  in  such  abstract  the  date  of  each  i>ond  and 
the  time  when  it  l>ecame  payable,  its  amount,  names 
of  the  obligors,  distinguishing  principals  from  sureties, 
and  the  district  of  the  customs  in  which  taken,  toge- 
ther with  such  information  as  will  show  how  much  or 
what  partf  of  such  bonds  are  irrecoverable  and  lost  to 
the  United  States,"  I  hare  the  honor  to  submit  state- 


ments A,  B,  C,  and  D,  and  a  letter  from  the  Regieter 
of  the  Treasury  presenting  the  general  result  of  atate- 
menU  A  and  D.  From  the  laUer  aUUraeat,  it  ap- 
pears  that  the  amount  of  revenue  which  has  accrued 
from  the  customa,  from  the  commencement  of  the 
preernt  Government  to  the  end  of  the  year  1819,  is 
eetimated  at  $361,329,799  63.  From  sUtement  A, 
it  appears  that  the  amount  of  revenne  lost  by  the  in- 
solvency of  persons  who  became  bound  for  the  pay- 
ment of  duties  is  estimated  at  111,637.366  64,  and  that 
which  is  doabifttl  at  the  sum  of  $640,969  20.  These 
turns  together  are  not  quite  equal  to  46-100  of  one 
ptT  cent,  upon  the  aggregate  revenue  which  has  ae- 
cnied  aince  the  organization  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment. Statement  B  shows  the  amount  which  is  eeti- 
mated to  have  been  lost  to  the  Government  by  the 
misconduct  of  officera  employed  in  the  collection  of 
the  revenue  arising  from  importj)  and  tonnsge.  State- 
ment C  exhibits  the  amount  of  loss  from  the  collectors 
of  the  internal  revenue  and  direct  tax,  and  receivera 
of  pnblic  moneya.  Theae  sums  form  an  aggregate 
amount  nearly  equal  to  that  which  is  exhibited  in 
statement  A.  Documents  from  one  to  aeventy-one, 
inclusive,  contain  abstracts  of  the  bonds  put  in  suit  in 
the  aeverai  oolleetion  districU  of  the  United  Statea. 

It  was  intended  to  have  presented  a  statement  of 
the  sums  which  are  estimated  to  have  been  lost  by 
the  miaapphcation  of  the  public  money  by  the  affieers 
of  the  Government  employed  in  dtabarsing  it;  but  it 
baa  been  ascerUined  that  the  atatement  cannot  be 
prepared  during  the  preaent  seasion  of  Coflgr«aa. 
There  can,  however,  be  no  doubt  that  the  loaaes 
arising  from  this  source  greatly  exceed  those  which 
have  been  incurred  in  the  collection. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  PaxsiDKHT  0/  the  Senate. 

The  letter  and  documents  were  read  and  laid  on 
the  table. 


Saturoav,  February  26. 

Mr.  DiCKERsorr  presented  the  petition  of  D. 
Stuart  and  others,  praying  for  the  establishment 
of  a  certain  post  route ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Annft' 
Maria  Nippes  and  others,  executors  of  Abraham 
Nippes,  deceased,  who  was  a  contractor  for  the 
manufacture  and  delivery  of  a  certain  number  of 
stands  of  arms,  and  praying  further  remuneration 
for  those  delivered  under  said  contract;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims.  * 

Mr.  Wilson  presented  a  memorial  signed  by  a 
number  of  merchants  and  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
on  the  subject  of  auction  sales ;  and  the  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

Ths  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
ref)ort  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Aquila  Giles,  of  the  city 
of  New  York ;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bartholomew  Duverge  j 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Labedoyere  de  Kermion ; 
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and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  McNeil,  were 
severally  read  the  second  time. 

PRINTING  THE  LAW3,  Ac. 

The  unfavorable  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  on  the  petition  of  Bioren  and  Lucas, 
"(who  propose  to  print  a  5th  volume  of  the  Laws 
of  the  United  States,  if  encouraged  by  Congress,) 
was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  unfavorable  report  on  the  memorial  of 
Bioren  and  DeKrafft,  (who  propose  to  republish 
the  Journal  of  the  Congress  of  the  Confederation,) 
was  also  taken  up. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  reverse  the 
report,  on  the  ground  of  the  importance  of  this 
part  of  the  pubfic  records,  of  which,  he  said,  there 
was  at  present  but  a  single  copy  in  the  Library  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  Smith  stated  the  grounds  of  the  report,, 
viz.,  the  voluminous  nature  of  the  publication,  and  ' 
great  expensiven ess,  when  compared  with  its  utility  I 
or  necessity. 

Mr.  Blrrill  opposed  the  motion  to  reverse  the  ; 
report.  He  disapproved  of  the  general  practice  of  i 
having  books  printed  for  the  use  of  members  of ' 
Congress,  at  the  public  expense;  and  thought  it  | 
had  been  already  carried  too  far.  I 

Mr.  Trimble  spoke  in  support  of  his  motion,  • 
urging  the  propriety  of  agreeing  to  it,  not  for  the  i 
purpose  of  furnishing  books  to  be  the  private  prop-  | 
erty  of  members,  but  for  the  purpose  of  affording  j 
to  all  the  members  the  means  of  reference  to  this 
Journal,  which  it  was  so  often  necessary  to  consult.  ' 

The  motion  to  reverse  the  report  was  negatived, 
and  the  report  itself  was  agreed  to. 

TH5  M.\INE  BILL. 

The  Senate  a^ain  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
disagreeing  to  the  amendment  of  this  body  to  the 
bill  for  the  admission  of  Maine  into  the  Union. 
(This  amendment  embraces  nine  sections,  the  first 
eight  of  which  contain  provisions  for  the  admission 
ofMissouri  into  the  Union ;  the  9th  prohibits  the 
further  introduction  of  slavery  into  the  territories 
of  the  United  States.] 

The  question  of  order  on  the  susceptibility  of 
division  of  a  question  on  a  motion  to  recede,  so  as 
to  take  it  separately  and  successively  on  each  part, 
being  yet  under  consideration,  Mr.  Otis,  Mr.  Bdr- 
iiLL,  and  Mr.  Morril,  successively  spoke  briefly 
on  the  question  ;  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the 
Senate  adjourned. 


Monday,  February  28. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  the  subjects  were  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Goetz  and  Carl  W. 
Westphal,  and  of  the  heirs  of  Abraham  Nippes, 
deceased ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  it  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  same  committet%  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Alexander  McCormick, 
of  the  city  of  Washington,  praying  indemnifica- 
tion forlosse^ustained  by  the  plunder  and  destruc- 


tion of  goods  and  merchandise  by  the  British  troops 
in  1814,  made  a  report  «companied  by  a  resolu- 
tion that  the  orayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to 
bejgranted.     The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

*lr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  signed  by  a 
greaMiumbcr  of  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Berks 
and  Montgomery,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
praving  for  the  establishment  of  a  certain  post  road  ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  Roberts  also  presented  the  petition  of  Mar- 
garet Clark,  widow  of  the  late  Major  John  Clark, 
praying  that  she  may  allowed  the  pension  to  which 
he  was  entitled  by  law ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  presented  the  petition 
of  Harriet  Shackerly,  Sarah  Shackerly,  and  Mary 
Shackerly,  the  orphan  children  of  Peter  Shackerly, 
who  was  slain  whilst  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  rencontre  between  the  fri«te  Chesa- 
peake and  ship  Leopard,  and  praying  rdief  in  con- 
sideration thereof;  and  the  petiUon  was  reud,  and 
referred  U)  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 
I  Mr.  Mellen  presented  the  petition  of  William 
March,  orHampden,  in  the  District  of  Maine,  pray- 
ing compensation  for  taking  care  of  the  battery  at 
Castine.  as  stated  in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  SecreUry  of  War,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Williamw,  of  Missi-ssinpi,  communicated  a 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  ol"  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi, on  the  subject  of  a  port  of  entry  and  delivery 
at  or  near  the  mouth  ot  Pascagoula  river  :  and 
also  a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  a  port  of  entry 
at  the  mouth  of  Pearl  river ;  and  the  resolutions 
were  severjlily  read,  and  respectively  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
con5ideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
inatructed  to  inquire  into. the  expediency  of  making 
appropriationa  of  land  for  the  aupport  and  encourage- 
ment of  literary  inatitutiona  within  the  limila  of  the 
old  Stalea,  correeponding  with  the  proviaiona  hereto- 
fore made  for  the  same  purpose  within  the  limiu  of 
the  new  8tate«. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Aquila  Giles,  of  the  city  of 
New  York  ;  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  King,  of  New 
York,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  establishment  of  an  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy  was  taken  up,  and  was  post- 
poned to  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Mon- 
day next. 

wT**!^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Christopher  Fowler ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
BcRRiLL,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Robert 
Ncwsom,  of  Kittery,  in  Massachusetts,  praying  a 
pension,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolu- 
tion that  the  prayer  of  the  pctitiont  r  ought  not  to 
be  granU'd.     The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 
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The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  volun- 
teers engaged  in  the  late  campaign  against  the 
Seminole  Indians  was  taken  up.  Mr.  Eaton 
commenced  some  explanations  respecting  it ;  but 
the  Senate  appearing  too  much  ateorbed  in  the 
affair  of  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  to  give 
attention  to  it,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eaton,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  subject  was  postponed. 

THE  MAINE  BILL. 

The  Senate  proceeded  again  to  consider  the 
question  on  receding  from  the  amendments  made 
by  the  Senate,  and  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  to  the  hill  for  the  admission  of 
Maine  into  the  Union. 

[These  amendments  embrace  two  distinct  mea- 
sures; the  one  admitting  Missouri  into  the  Union, 
the  other  prohibiting  the  future  transportation  of 
slaves  into  the  Territories  of  the  United  States.] 

The  question  of  order,  depending  on  the  last 
adjournment,  was,  after  a  lew  remarks  on  it  by 
Mr.  Wilson,  by  a  vote  of  22  to  17,  decided  in  fa- 
vor of  the  divisibility  of  the  question  of  recession 
from  the  amendments  of  the  Senate. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  without  debate, 
on  receding  from  so  much  of  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  as  provides  for  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri into  the  Union,  and  decided  as  follows : 

For  receding — Messra.  Burrill,  Dana,  Dickerson, 
Horaej,  Hunter,  King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Low- 
he,  Mellen,  Morril,  Noble,  Otis,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Ro- 
berU,  Rugglea,  Sanford,  Tichenor,  Trimble,  Van  Dyke, 
and  Wilaon— 21. 

Agairut  receding — Measrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Ea« 
ton,  Edwards.  Elliot,  Gaillard,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Leake,  Lloyd, 
Logan,  Macon,  Pinkney,  PleasanU,  Smith,  Stokes, 
Taylor,  Thomaa,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of 
Georgia,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Williams  of 
Tennessee — 23.  ► 

So  the  Senate  refused  (every  member  of  the 
Senate  being  in  his  seat)  to  recede  from  this  part 
of  its  amendments. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  also  without  de- 
bate, on  the  receding  from  so  much  as  regards  the 
inhibition  of  slavery  in  the  Territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  north  of  36  degrees  30  minutes  north 
latitude,  and  decided  as  follows : 

Ykis — Meaan.  Barbour,  Elliot,  Gailltrd,  Macon, 
Noble,  PleasanU,  Sanford,  Smith,  Taylor,  Walker  of 
Georgia,  and  Williama  of  Mississippi — II. 

Nats— Measrs.  Brown,  Burrill,  Dana,  Dickerson, 
Eaton,  Edwarda,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
of  New  York,  Lanman,  Leake,  Lloyd,  Logan,  Low- 
rie,  Mellen,  Morrill,  Otis,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Pinkney, 
Roberts,  Rugglea,  Stokes,  Thomas,  Tichenor,  Trim- 
ble, Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Williams  of  Ten- 
neaaee,  and  WUaon— 33. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  recede  from  this  or  any 
part  of  its  amendments  to  the  bill  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Maine  into  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Senate  then 
determined  to  insist  on  the  first  clause  of  its 
amendments;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts,  it 
determined,  in  like  manner,  to  insist  on  the  latter 
clause  of  iu  amendment's.    And  the  Secretary  was 


instructed  to  inform' the  Hoifse  of  Representatives 
accordingly. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  for  changing  the  mode  of  disposing  of  the 
public  lands  from  credit  to  cash  sales. 

The  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Edwards  on 
Thursday  last  being  yet  under  consideration,  in 
the  following  words,  viz : 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  person  who 
now  is,  or  hereafter  may  be,  an  actual  bona  fide  aet- 
tier  upon  any  quarter  section  of  land  which  shall  have 
been  previoualy  exposed  to  public  sale,  and  remain  un- 
sold, shall  be  permitted  to  purchase  such  quarter  sec- 
tion in  the  same  manner  and  on  such  terms  as  were 
heretofore  authorized  by  law. 

A  debate  arose  thereon,  in  which  Messrs.  Otis, 
Noble,  King  of  New  York,  Ehwardb,  Ri'ggles, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Lowrie.  Johnson  of  Lou- 
isiana, Leake,  and  Eaton,  took  part. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  same  was  then 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Yk48 — Messrs.  Brown,  Edwards,  Johnson  of  Lou- 
isiana, King  of  Alabama.  Lloyd,  Logan,  Noble,  Pink- 
ney, Smith,  Stokes,  Thomas,  and  Walker  of  Ala- 
bama—12. 

Nats— Meaara.  Barboar,  Burrill,  Dana,  Dickerson, 
Eaton,  Elliot,  Gaillard,  Horsey,  HunUr,  King  of  New 
York,  Lanman,  Leake,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Mellen,  Mor- 
ril, Otis,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Pleaaants,  Roberta,  Ruggles, 
Sanford,  Taylor,  Tichenor,  Trimble,  Van  Dyke,  Walk- 
er of  Georgia,  Williams  of  Miasissippi,  Williams  of 
Tennessee,  and  Wilson — 3L 

So  the  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  then  renewed  the 
motion  he  made  a  few  days  ago  to  amend  the  bill 
by  adding  thereto  the  following : 

"  That  purchasers  of  public  landa,  which  shall  have 

been  sold  prior  to  the ■  day  of next,  shall  be 

permitted  to  forfeit  and  surrender  the  same  before  the 
day  of  final  payment,  by  dclifering  their  certificates  to 
the  register,  and  endorsing  thereon  their  consent  that 
the  land  therein  devcribed  shall  be  resold ;  whereupon 
the  said  certificates  shall  be  considered  as  cancelled, 
and  the  lands  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  re- 
verted to  the  United  Sutes,  and  shall  be  disposed  of, 
in  all  respects,  like  other  reverted  or  forfeited  lands, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  fourth  section  of  this 
act ;  but,  if  such  lands  should  sell  for  more  than  one 

dollar  and  cenU  per  acre,  the  excess  ahall  be 

paid  over  to  the  former  certificate  holders :  Provided, 
That  such  excess  shall  not  be  greater  than  the  amount 
previoualy  paid  on  auch  certificate." 

When,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Logan,  (t^give  time 
for  consideration  of  amendments  to  protect  the 
actual  settler,  &c.,  which  he  thought  might  be 
made,)  to  postpone  the  bill  to  Friday  next,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative,  20  to  19. 

And  then,  without  opposition,  it  was  postponed, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Logan,  to  Wednesday  next,  ana 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  that  day. 

THE  MAINE  BILL. 

The  Senate  was  about  to  adjourn,  when  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  presented 
himself  at  the  door,  with  a   message,  that  the 
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House  of  Representatives  had  insisted  on  their 
disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  Maine  bill.  ^ 

Mr.  Thomas  then  moved  that  a  committee  of 
ocxiference  be  appointed,  to  confer  with  the  House 
of  Representatives  on  the  subject. 

Hereupon  commenced  a  debate,  characterized 
by  some  vehemence  and  warm  feeling. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  and  Mr.  Smith,  were 
m  favor  of  adherence,  which  forecloses  confer- 
ence ;  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  spoke  in  explana- 
tion, and  Messrs.  Barbodr,  Thomas,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Lowrie,  MoHRI^  Dana,  Eaton,  Ma- 
cow,  and  M£LLEN,  successively  supported  the  con- 
ference.      ^ 

The  debate  resulted  in  this  :  that  a  motion  for 
deferring  the  question  was  negatived,  and  the  Sen- 
ate voted,  not  without  opposition^  but  without  di- 
viding, to  request  a  conference  with  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

The  Senate  then  balloted  for  managers  thereof 
on  their  part,  and  Messrs.  Thomas,  PiNKNEY.and 
Barbocr,  were  duly  elected. 


Fbbkuaat,  1820. 


Tuesday,  February  29. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Alexander  McCormick,  of 
the  city  of  Washington,  praying  indemnification 
for  loMes  sustained  by  the  plunder  and  destruction 
of  goods  and  merchandise  by  tl»e  British  troops  in 
1814,  and  the  resolution  having  been  amended,  it 
was  resolved  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw his  papers. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Robert  New8om,of  Kitterly, 
io  Massachusetts,  praying  a  pension,  and,  in  con- 
currence therewith,  resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  2<Jth  instant,  "for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  appropriations  of  land  for  the 
support  and  encouragement  of  literary  institutions 
within  the  limits  of  the  old  States,  corresponding 
with  the  provisions  heretofore  made  for  the  same 
purpose  within  the  limits  of  the  new  States,"  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Goetz  and 
Carl  W.  Westphal,  and  of  the  heirs  of  Abraham 
Nippes,  deceased,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress 
to  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the 
Union ;  and  the  consideration  thereof  was  further 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  hill  for  the  relief 
of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged*  in  a  late 
campaign  against  the  Seminole  Indians ;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Thursday  next. 

TuT^^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  better 


regulation  of  the  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and 
the  same  having  been  amended  was  reported  to 
the  House ;  and,  the  amendment  being  concurred 
in,  the  hill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 
^  The  President  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanied  with  an 
abstract  of  the  emoluments  and  expenditures  for 
the  year  1819,  of  the  officers  employed  in  the  col- 
lection of  the  customs ;  which  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  continue  in  force  for  a  further  time  the  act, 
entitled  'An  act  for  establishing  trading  houses 
with  the  Indian  tribes  ,"  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  passed  to  a  third  reading.  It  was  read  a  third 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pinknev,  the  memorial  of 
the  President  and  Managers  of  the  American  Col- 
onization Society,  presented  on  the  2d  instant,  was 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs. 
PiNKNEv,  Kino,  and  Roberts,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Mr,  Sanford  preuented  the  petition  of  Ephr aim 

Hart,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  payment 

for  a  certain  certificate  issued  by  the  deputy  quar- 

I  termaster  for  the  State  of  Virginia,  dated  the  12th 

I  June,  1781,  for  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  pounds 

twelve  shillings  and  sixpence  Virginia  currency  j 

and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 

I  mittee  of  Claims. 

I  i.rT^*  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
j  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
I  act  to  provide  for  taking  the  fourth  census  or  enu- 
meration of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Unit«?d  States, 
,  and  for  other  nurposes ;"  and,  after  progress,  on 
;  motion  by  Mr.  Robehtw,  the  further  con*ideration 
'  thereof  was  postponed  until  Thursday  next, 
i  «rT*\*^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
I  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  altering  the  place  of  holding  the  circuit  and 
district  courts  in  the  district  of  Ohio ;"  and  no 
I  amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  it  was  re- 
I  ported  to  the  Hi»use,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 
«rT  .   ^f°*^  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Walter  Channing ;  and  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  Thurday  next 
ii'T^®  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Conunittee  of  the 
vV  hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Robert  Purdy  ;  and  no  amendment  having  been 
made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

T^e  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  in  addition  to 
an  act,  entiUed  "An  act  regulating  the  Post  Office 
Establishment,"  and  the  same  having  been  amend- 
ed, it  was  reported  to  the  House ;  and,  the  amend- 
ment being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
enposM'd  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Joseph  McNeil ;  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 
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The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Bartholomew  Duverge;  and  no  amendment 
having  been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Labedoyere  de  Kermion ;  and  no  amendment 
having  been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the 
Houa?,  and  ordered  to  lie  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time. 

Mr.  Noble  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

RMoloed,  That  the  8««retary  of  the  Treasary  be 
directed  to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  itatement  exhibit- 
ing the  amount  of  the  two  per  cent,  fund  ariaing  from 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands  lying  within  the  State  of 
Indiana,  and  also  the  amount  of  aaid  fund  arising  from 
the  sale  of  public  lands  within  the  Sute  of  Illinois, 
which  was  reserved  for  the  purpoae  of  making  roads 
leading  to  the  States,  and  to  be  applicable  under  the 
direction  of  Congress. 


Wednesday,  March  1. 

Mr.  Dana  presented  the  petition  of  Peter  Car- 
delli,  a  native  of  the  ancient  city  of  Rome,  now  a 
resident  at  the  City  of  Washington,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  a  sculptor  by  profession,  praying  that 
a  law  may  be  parsed  st-rurins:  to  him  and  all  other 
artists  of  his  profemion  the  benefit  of  their  own  la- 
bors, for  the  name  time  allowed  to  authors  for  ex> 
elusive  property  in  th^'ir  writings ;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  Pahrott  presented  the  petition  of  Sally 
Jackson,  of  I'ortfmouth,  in  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire,  widow  of  Samuel  Jackson,  deceased. 
who  was  ca[)turfd  on  board  a  privat**  armed  vessel 
during  the  lat<>  war,  and  sent  to  England,  and  died 
there  in  prison  the  fourteenth  of  April,  1814,pray- 
injj  that  the  relief  granted  by  the  second  section  of 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act 
giving  pensions  to  the  orphans  and  widows  of  per- 
sWls  slain  in  the  public  or  private  armed  vessew  of 
the  Uniti'd  States,"  may  be  granted  unto  her;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Aflairs. 

Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition  of  John  B. 
Timberlake,  praying  provision  for  an  equitable 
adjustment  of  his  accounts,  as  purser,  with  the 
Navy  Department ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  Trimble  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Retolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afiktra  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
for  the  abolition  of  the  system  of  Indian  trade,  estab- 
lished by  law  of  the  second  of  March,  1811,  which  has 
been  continaed  in  force  until  the  third  of  March,  1821, 
and  for  the  diapoaition  of  the  goods  and  property  of 
the  United  Statca,  and  for  the  payment  of  the  pro- 
ceeds thereof,  and  of  the  fund*  vested  in  this  trad*, 
into  the  Treasury. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  altering  the  place  of 


holding  the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Ohio,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Purdy  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  trade 
with  the  Indian  tribes  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
regulating  the  Post  Office  Establishment,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bartholomew  Duvcrgt 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Labedoyere  de  Kermioa 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  McNeil  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress 
to  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the 
Union  ;  and  the  consideration  thereof  was  further 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  KiNGj  of  Alabama,  presented  the  petition  of 
the  corporation  and  citizens  of  the  town  of  Clai- 
borne, in  the  State  of  Alabama,  praying  the  dona- 
tion of  certain  lots  in  said  town  lor  puUic  pur- 
poses ;  and  thf  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Mark  Richards;  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Harding,  Giles  Harding,  John  Shute.  and 
John  Nicholls;  and  the  further  consideration  tnere- 
of  was  postponed  until  Tuesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  issue  letters  patent  to 
Richard  Willcox;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  wa«  p^)stponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Frederick  Goetz  and  Carl  W.  Westphal,  and  of 
the  heirs  of  Abraham  Nippes,  deceased;  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed) 
and  read  a  third  time. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Dana, 

Ordered,  That  three  hundred  copies  of  the  report  of 
the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury,  in  obedience  to  a  rsao- 
lution  of  .the  Houae  of  Representatives  of  March  1st, 
1 819,  comprehending  ttatements  in  relation  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sut«8,  and  iu  offices  ( 
also  statements  in  relation  to  the  situation  of  ths  differ- 
ent chartered  banks  in  the  different  Statea  and  the 
District  of  Columbia,  dec,  he  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

WESTERN  ROAD  FUND. 

A  resolution,  yesterday  submitted  by  Mr,  No- 
ble, was  taken  up,  and  modified,  to  read  as  fol' 
lows : 

Retoived,  Tliat  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
reeled  to  lay  before  the  Senate  m  atatement  exhibiting 
the  amount  of  the  two  per  cent  fund  arising  from  th« 
sale  of  the  public  lands  lying  within  the  State  of  In- 
diana, within  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  within  the  Stats 
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of  Illinois;  and  also  the  amount  of  caid   fond  arising 
from  the  sale  of  public  lands  within  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois, which  was  resened  for  the  purpose  of  making 
roads  leading  to  the  States,  and  to    be  appUed  under 
the  direction  x>f  Ci)ngress. 
Mr.  Noble  said  that  he  would  briefly  state  his 
.     reasoiks  for  offering  the  resolution.     It  would  be 
recollected   by  the   Senate,   that,    by  the  "act  of 
!  Congress   to   enable  the  people  of  the  Indiana 
Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
J  inent,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into 
the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,"  certain  propositions  were  offered  to  the 
people  of  the  Territory,  for  their  acceptance  or  re- 
jection.     The   propositions    were  accepted ;   and 
the  third  provides,  that  five  per  cent,  arising  from 
the  sales   of  the  public    lands  within  the  State 
should  be  reserved  for  making  roads  and  canals 
of  which  three-fifths  should  be  applied  to  that  ob- 
ject within  the  State,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State,  and   two-fifths   to   the 
making  of  roads  leading  to  the  State,  under  the 
direction  of  Congress.     In   Illinois,  two  per  cent, 
arismff  from  the  same  source,  were  to  be  applied 
m  making  roads  leading  to  the  State.     Congress 
in  passing  a  law  to  carry  into  effect  the  above  pro- 
position, and  to  authorize  the  payment  of  the  three 
per  cent,  to  the  State  of  Indiana,  declared  that 
nnless  the  State  should  exhibit  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  a  statement  showing  the  annual  ap- 
plication of  the  fund  to  the  objects  intended,  the 
payment  should  be  withheld  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.     It  is  then  but  fair,  in  carrying  into 
effect  the  proposition,  the  scales  of  justice  should  be 
equal  and  reciprocal  between   the  United  States 
and  the  State  of  Indiana,  as  also  Illinois,  and  that 
the  two  per  cent,  should  be  annually  applied  to 
the  object  intended.  The  Committee  on  Roads  and 
canals  have  the  subject  before  them,  "to  continue 
the  road  from  Wheeling  to  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment for  Ohio,  to  the  contemplated  seat  of  gov- 
eminent  for  Indiana;  to  the  seat  of  government 
•for  Illinois,  and  thence  to  St.  Charles."    What 
the  committee  would  do,  he  said,  he  could  not  say  • 
but  it  was  important  to  ascertain  from  the  Treas^ 
ury  Department  the  amount  of  the  fund,  that  the 
Senate,  as  well  as  the  committee,  might  be  better 
mformed   how  far  the  fund  would  warrant  the 
measure  or  extend  the  road.    He  said,  that,  as 
the  resolution  in  its  operation  only  went  to  ascer- 
tain the  amount  of  the  fund,  whether  his  views 
were  correct  or  incorrect  in  regard  to  the  proposi- 
tion before  alluded  to,  and  the  annual  application 
ol  the  fund  by  Congress,  he  hoped   the  Senate 
would  adoDt  the  resolution. 
The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

\kLY,  of  PUBLIC  LANDS. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
n  hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  the  sale  of  public  lands. 

Mr.  Barbour,  said  that,  under  existing  circum- 
stances with  respect  td  another  question  (the  Mis- 
souri question)  he  did  not. feel  in  the  humor  at 
present  to  legislate  on  this  bill,  which,  at  any  other 
moment,  he  should  have  regarded  as  a  very  impor- 
tant one.  Unless  something  should  be  done  on  the 
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other  subject  to  which  he  had  referred,  he,  for  one 
was  willing,  after  passing  the  annual  appropriation 
law,  that  Congress  should  return  at  once  to  their  con- 
stituents and  take  their  sense  on  the  course  pursued 
by  Congress.     During  the  last  session,  he,  said  he 
had  been  of  opinion   that  a  change  in  the  mode  of 
dispasing  of. the  public  lands  was  proper;  since 
which  time,  however,  a  great  revolution   in  the 
pecuniary  concerns  of  this  country  had  taken  place. 
It  was  now  said,  that  a  treat  debt  was  owing  to 
the   Government  for  public  lands,  and   that  the 
debtors  were  unable  to  discharge  it;  and  it  is  at 
the  same  time  proposed  to  sell  no  lands  in  future 
but  for  money.     VV'hat  would  Uthe  consequence? 
The  valuable  land  would  soon  Ix-  bought  up  by  a 
few  inonopolists,  who  had  been  so  fortunate  as  to 
acquire  money  wherewith   to  purcha.sc.      Under 
present  circumstances,  at  least,  Mr.  B.  said  he  had 
no  disposition   to  act  on  this  subject.     If,  fortu- 
nately for  the  country,  the  other  subject  should 
take  a  direction  which  he  now  began  to  hope  it 
would,  he  was  willing  to  take  this  subject  most 
seriously  into  consideration.     For  the  present,  he 
moved  to  postpone  it  to  Monday  next. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  agreed  to 
without  further  debate.  Mr.  King,  of  New  York' 
rose,  but  did  not  catch  the  President's  eye  before 
the  question  was  put.  His  object,  he  stated,  was 
merely  to  have  put  in  a  little  protestation  against 
arresting  the  progress  of  public  business 

Mr.  0ti8  said,  if  it  was  understood  that  no  busi- 
ness was  to  be  done  until  the  other  business  referred 
to  came  to  a  consummation,  the  Senate  might  as 
well  adjourn  to-day,  without  attempting  to  take  ud 
any  business.  *^ 

FORFEITURE  OF  L.\NDS. 


wT  1^  l"**®  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  to  sus- 
pend, for  a  limited  time,  the  sale  or  forfeiture  of 
lands,  for  failure  in  completing  the  payment  there- 
on. 

Mr.  BcRRiLi^  in  order  to  bring  it  into  the  view 
of  the  Senate  in  connexion  with  the  bill  for  chang- 
ing the  mode  of  disposing  of  the  public  lands,  to 
which  It  had  some  affinity,  moved  to  postpone  this 
bill  also  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Noble  and  Mr.  Thomah  opposed  the  post- 
ponement. The  present  law  on  the  subject  would 
expire  on  the  31st  of  the  present  month;  and 
even  if  this  bill  passed  to-day,  there  would  scarcely 
be  time,  after  its  receiving  the  assent  of  the  other 
House,  to  give  information  of  its  possaee  to  the 
several  land  offices. 

Mr.  Bi'HRiLL  said  he  was  not  disinclined  to  give 
indulgence  to  the  debtors  for  public  lands;  but  he 
doubted  whether  the  present  mode  of  doing  it  was 
the  best  that  could  be  devised.  Under  the  present 
system  there  would  be  no  end  to  the  postponement 
of  payment— the  debt  becoming  heavier  every  day 
by  the  interest  being  added  to  the  principal.  As» 
to  the  shortness  of  time,  Mr.  B.  .said  he  presumed 
those  who  had  charge  of  the  land  offices  would , 
hardly  proceed  to  immediate  forfeiture,  though  the 
law  of  indulgence  should  expire  before  they  heard 
of  the  renewal  of  it.  \  •        i 
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Mr.  RuGGLEs  opposed  the  postponement.  If 
any  thing  were  done  by  Congress  on  the  subject, 
it  was  essentially  necessary  that  it  should  be  done 
now.  He  regretted  much  that  the  other  land  bill 
had  been  postponed.  That  bill  was  precisely  the 
same  as  had  passed  this  House  at  the  last  session, 
by  a  large  majority,  and  he  thought  might  have 
been  easily  acted  on  to-day.  But  he  hoped  this 
bill  would  not  alijo  be  postponed,  there  being  no 
necessary  connexion  between  the  two. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  withdrew  his  motion  for  postpone- 
ment, to  oblige  the  friends  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  LowRiE  felt  himself  relucuntiv  obliged  to 
renew  the  motion  to  postpone.  If  the  question 
should  now  be  taken  on  the  bill,  he  said  he  must 
rote  against  it.  It  was  time,  if  the  present  system 
of  disposing  of  the  public  lands  was  to  be  retain- 
ed, that  it  should  be  made  to  operate,  without  con- 
tinual legislation  on  it,  and  procrastination  of  pay- 
ment. But,  if  the  bill  for  cash  sales  should  pass, 
he  said  he  would  go  every  length  to  accommodate 
the  present  debtors  for  lands,  and  give  them  every 
reasonable  indulgence. 

Mr.  EnwAR08  said  if  gentlemen  would  assign 
their  reasons  why  this  bill  should  not  pass,  he  was 
ready  to  meet  them.  But,  he  said,  let  every  measure 
stand  on  its  own  merits,  and  do  not  delay  this  bill 
that  another  may  be  first  passed.  Either  the 
debtors  for  public  lauds  are,  from  the  situation  of 
the  country,  entitled  to  relief,  or  they  are  not.  If 
they  are,  tney  ought  not  to  be  debarred  from  it  by 
considerations  connected  with  another  bill.  What 
was  now  the  situation  of  the  country  where  the 
money  was  due?  During  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  directed 
certain  money  to  be  received  in  payment  at  the 
several  land  offices.  Such  money  had  been  gen- 
erally procured  by  the  debtors.  But  now,  when 
they  had  to  pay  it,  scarcely  any  other  money  would 
be  received  at  the  land  ofiice  but  the  paper  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  But,  it  appeared  to 
him,  gentlemen  meant  to  hold  this  bill  in  terrorem, 
to  induce  those  who  were  opposed  to  a  change  in 
the  mode  of  disposing  of  the  public  lands,  to  vote 
for  that  measure — for  he  had  always  understood 
there  was  no  objection  to  the  present  bill  on  its 
own  merits.  To  the  other  there  was  strong  objec- 
tion, and  he  expressed  some  doubts  of  its  passage. 

Mr.  King,  ot  New  York,  expressed  the  opinion, 
that,  before  the  Senate  went  any  further,  they 
ought  to  see  what  were  the  merits  or  defects  of 
the  present  system,  and  legislate  on  them  if  neces- 
sary. The  urgency  of  this  bill  was  not  so  great  as 
represented.  The  present  act  would  be  in  force 
until  the  31st  instant,  and,  if  this  bill  passed  into 
a  law  before  that  day,  no  forfeiture  would  ensue. 
It  was  important  that  the  principle  of  the  present 
land  system  should  be  examined  before  the  passage 
of  this  bill.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois  (Nlr. 
Edwards^  had  predicted  some  uncertainty  as  to 
the  fate  of  the  bill  for  cash  payments.  This,  Mr. 
K.  said,  he  was  very  sorry  to  hear.  It  would  be  a 
very  great  change  in  the  Senate,  if  a  majority 
should  be  found  opposed  to  that  bill ;  it  had  pass- 
ed at  the  last  session  by  a  great  majority,  after 
much  deliberation — though  it  was  certainly  due  to 


that  gentleman  to  say  that  he  had  persevered  toithe 
last  moment  in  his  zealous  opposition  to  it.  Mr. 
K.  said  he  should  deeply  regret  the  failure  of  this 
measure;  for,  said  he,  I  know  of  no  measure  about 
which  we  ought  to  be  more  solicitous  than  the 
passage  of  that  bill.  With  regard  to  the  partic- 
ular hill  before  the  Senate,  he  thought  its  passage 
almost  a  matter  of  course.  But,  he  should  wish 
first  to  see  the  fate  of  the  other.  With  regard  to 
the  objection  to  making  one  measure  dependent 
on  another,  by  taking  them  together,  &c.,  that, 
Mr.  K.  said,  was  an  argiunent  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois  could  answer  better  than  he 
could.  He  had  no  hesitation  in  expressing  his  be- 
lief, that,  if  the  bill  were  now  postponed,  it  would 
firesent  itself  hereafter  under  circumstances  more 
iavorable  to  its  passage  than  at  present. 

Mr.  Edwards  said  if  the  Senate  alone  had  to 
decide  on  the  land  bill,  he  was  willing  to  concole 
the  probability  of  its  passage.  But,  last  year,  it 
passed  the  Senate  and  tailed  in  the  other  House; 
and  he  had  reason  to  think  that  the  probability  of 
its  doing  so  at  the  present  session  was  greater  tnan 
it  was  at  the  last. 

Mr.  Trimble  moved  to  lay  this  bill  on  the  table 
with  a  view  to  reconsideration  of  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  Cash  Sales  Bill. 

The  motion  was  negatived  19  votes  to  17. 

The  question  on  postponing  the  Indulgence  Bill 
to  Monday,  was  then  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
17  to  14.  ■ 


Thursday,  March  2. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  on  the  petition  of  Robert  Swartwout,  which 
had  been  referred  to  him,  expressing  the  opinion 
that  the  petitioner  is  entitled  to  relief,  (respecting 
the  negotiation  of  certain  Treasury  notes  for  the 
use  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  of  the 
Army  during  the  late  war.)  The  report  and  pe- 
tition were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sanfohd,  referred 
to  the  Military  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  at  the 
request  of  Mr.  Barker,  who  has  a  petition  depend- 
ing before  a  committee  of  the  Senate,  connected 
with  the  transactions  respecting  the  loans  during 
the  late  war,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  lay  s^ 
before  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  G.  W. 
Campbell,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  Jacob 
Barker,  dated  May  2d,  1814. 

Mr.  RuGOLEs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Piatt;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Clainis. 
to  whom  the  subjects  were  referred,  reported  a  bill 
^or  the  relief  of  Francis  B.  Languille ;  and  also  a 
Dill  for  the  relief  of  John  Pellett;  and  the  bills 
were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  a  number  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  inhabitants  of  Mich- 
igan Territory,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a 
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resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ouf  ht 
not  to  be  granted.  The  report  and  resolution  were 
read. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Oreer,  stating  that  he  had  discovered  an  important 
improvement  in  the  boring  of  gun-barrels,  and  pro- 
posing to  communicate  the  ^me  to  Government  ' 
upon  certain  conditions ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  j 
and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  consider  ) 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  | 
motion  of  the  1st  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- ; 
mittee  on  Indian  Affairs  to  inquire  into  the  expe-  ■ 
diency  of  abolishing  the  present  system  of  Indian  i 
trade,  and  agreed  thereto.  ' 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Goetz  and  i 
Carl  W.  Westphal,  and  of  the  heirs  of  Abraham  i 
Nippes,  deceased,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  i 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  i 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  declaring  the  ' 
consent  of  Congress  to  the  admission  of  the  State  ' 
of  Maine  into  the  Union ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  I 
Dana,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  ' 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Walter  Channing  was 
next  taken  up,  and  debated  at  some  length.  It 
proposes  to  refund  certain  moneys  paid  for  duties 
on  the  importation  of  a  quantity  of  saltpetre,  sup- 
posed to  have  been  inequitably,  if  not  illegally, 
demanded  and  received  by  the  collector.        '        ' 

This  bill  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Dana,  Pijjk- 
ifEY,  Macon,  and  Otis,  and  opposed  by  Messrs 
Eaton  and  Logan. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  providing  for  uking  the  fourth  census 
or  enumeration  of  the  people  of  the  United  States' 
35  passed  by  the  House  of  RepresentaUves,  wa.s 
then  taken  up. 

Mr.  Roberts  nroposed  an  amendment  requiring 
the  Assistants  of  the  Marshal  employed  in  taking 
the  census,  Ac,  to  swear  to  the  correctness  of  their 
returns,  and  to  the  fidelity  with  which  they  have 
folnlled  their  required  duties. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

After  further  consideration,  the  bill  was  post- 
poaed  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  communicated  re- 
solutions of  the  Legislature  of  that  State  approba- 
ting the  present  system  for  the  disposal  of  the  pub- 
be  lands,  and  remonstrating  against  any  change 
being  made  therein;  and  the  resolutions  were  read. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  called  up  the  memorial 
k       v^®""  CJ^neral  Andrew  Jackson,  now  lymg  on 
the  table,  with  a  view  only  of  moving  tha:  it  be 
printed. 

On  this  motion  a  few  observations  were  made, 
as  to  the  propriety  of  first  reading  this  memorial; 
which  was  objected  to  on  account  of  its  length. 
The  consideration  of  the  subject,  however,  was 
interrupted,  by  the  arrival  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  a  message,  announcing  the  passage 
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time ;  and,  at  his  instance  also,  was  then  forthwith 
taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Barbour  moved  to  strike  out  of  section 
four,  line  twenty-two.  after  the  word  "and,"  where 
It  first  occurs  in  this  line,  to  the  end  of  the  thirtieth 
line,  the  following: 

;'And  ihall  ordain  and  eatablish,  that  there  aball  b« 

neither  alavery  nor  inToluotary  fervjtude  in  the  aaid 

Bute,  otherwiee  than   in   the   puniahment  of  crimea, 

whereof  the  party   fthal!  have   been   doly  convicted: 

Provided,  alwayt.  That  any  peraon  eacapinj  into  the 

eame,  from  whom  laJwr  or  aervice  la  lawfully  claimed 

in  any  other  State,  auch  fugitive  may  be  lawfully  re- 

claimed,  and  conveyed  to  the  peraon  claiming  hi*  or 

I  her  labor  or  aervice,  as  aforeaaid  .    Provided,  neverthe- 

j  lest.  That  the  said  provision  shall  not  be  construed  to 

j  alter  the  condition  or  civil  rif bta  of  any  peraon  now 

I  held  to  service  or  lal>or  in  the  said  Territory.      And 

provided  also." 

j  The  subject,  Mr.  B.  said,  had  been  so  fully  dis- 
1  cussed,  and  so  often  passed  upon,  and  the  yeas  and 
j  nays  recorded  on  it,  that  he  thought  it  unnecessary 
I  to  say  any  thing  on  the  subject,  and  he  should 

forbear  even  the  asking  for  the  yeas  and  navs 

upon  it. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  said  he  was  perfectly 
readv  to  concur  in  the  sentiment  expressed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia.  He  had  no  idea  ofpro- 
ducing  delay  in  bringing  this  matter  to  a  conclu- 
sion, which  only  would  be  the  effect  of  discussion: 
but  was  ready  to  concur  in  any  course  which  would 
lead  to  Its  speedy  termination. 

Mr.  Horsey  said,  that,  having  been  necessarily 
absent  when  this  question  was  before  decided,  he 
wished  now  to  be  indulged  with  an  opportunity  of 
recording  his  vote. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  accordingly  ordered  to 
be  taken,  and  stood— yeas  27,  nays  15,  as  follows: 

r  J*^^~'y".'T.  H*'^"''  Brown,  Eaton,  EdwarJa, 
blhot,  Gaillard,  Horeey,  Hunter.  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama.  Lanman, 
Leake,  IJoyd,  Logan,  Macon,  Pnrrott,  Pinkney,  Plea- 
sants,  Smith.  Stokes.  Thomas.  Van  Dyke,  Walker  of 
Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia,  Williams  of  Miaaiasip- 
pi,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee. 

Nats— Messrs.  Burrill.  Dana,  Dickerson.  King  of 
iNew  York,  Lowrie.  Mellen.  Mnrril,  Noble,  Otis, 
RoberU,  Ruggle*.  Sanford.  Taylor,  Trimble,  and 
Wilson. 


The  bill  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbocr,  im- 
mediately taken  up,  and  read  a  first  and  second 


On  motion  by  Mr.  Thomas,  it  was  agreed  fur- 
ther to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding  thereto  the  fol- 
lowing section : 

"Sac.  8.  And  he  it  further  enaeted.  That,  in  all 
that  tarntory  ceded  by  France  to  the  United  Statea, 
and<tr  the  name  of  Louisiana,  which  liea  north  of  thir- 
ty-aix  degrees  and  thirty  minutes  north  latitude,  not 
included  within  the  limiu  of  the  8ut«  contemplated 
by  this  act,  alavery  and  involijntary  aervitude,  other- 
wise than  in  the  punishment  of  crimes,  whereof  the 
party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted,  shall  be,  and  ia 
hereby,  forever  prohibited:  Provided,  aJtoays,  That 
any  peraon  escaping  into  the  same,  from  whom  labor 
or  serviee  ia  lawfully  claimed  in  any  State  or  Territory 
of  the  United  States,  such  fugitive  may  be  lawfully 
reclaimed,  and  conveyed  to  the  perwn  cktming  bis  or 
her  labor,  or  service,  as  aforeaaid." 
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The  bill  having  been  thus  amended,  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  House  accordingly  ;  and,  the  first 
amendment  being  concurred  in, 

Mr.  Trimble  moved  to  amend  the  new  section 
agreed  to,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  by  strik- 
ing out  therefrom — 

"  All  that  territory  ceded  by  France  to  the  United 
Statea,  under  the  name  of  Louisiana,  which  lies  north 
of  thirty-six  degrees  and  thirty  minutea  north  latitude, 
not  included  within  the  limits  of  the  State  contem- 
plated by  this  act,"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the 
following:  "All  that  part  of  Louisiana  west  of  the  Mis- 
siaaippi.  ceded  by  France  to  the  United  Statea,  except 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  the  territory  included  in  the 
proposed  State  of  Miseouri,  and  the  Arkansas  Terri- 
tory, cast  of  the  seventeenth  or  ninety -fourth  degree 
of  longitude,  (agreeably  to  Meliah's  map.") 

Mr.  Trimble  said,  he  would  not  have  offered 
this,  amendment,  but  with  the  hope  that  some 
agreement  might  take  nlace  between  the  two 
Houses,  and  in  the  belief  that  that  amendment  em- 
braced principles  on  which  the  two  Houses  might 
unite  on  this  subject.  When  we  go  into  the  terri- 
tory which  was  uninhabited  at  the  date  of  the 
Louisiana  treaty,  and  is  yet  uninhabited,  very  few, 
he  believed,  entertained  scruples  as  to  the  consti- 
tutionality of  the  restriction.  For  his  part,  he  did 
not  se%  on  what  principle  the  Constitution  could 
be  brought  to  bear  on  the  subject.  He  had  offered 
lliis  amendment  with  a  view,  should  it  succeed,  to 
vote  for  the  bill  in  its  present  form.  He  had  little 
doubt  that  it  contained  principles  on  which,  were 
it  agreed  to,  the  bill  would  pass  the  other  House ; 
and  he  was  under  the  impression  that  it  would  not 
succeed  on  the  principle  of  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  as  it  now  stood. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  without  debate, 
CO  Mr.  Trimble's  motion  to  anoend  the  amend- 
ment, as  above  stated,  and  decided  as  follows : 

Yais— Messrs.  Burrill,  Dana.  Dickerson,  King  of 
New  York.  Lanman.  Mellen,  Morril,  Otis,  Raggles, 
Sanford,  Trimble,  and  Wilson— 1  a. 

Natb— Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Eaton,  Edwards, 
Elliot,  Gaillard,  Horsey,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  John- 
son of  I^uisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Leake,  Lloyd,  Lo- 
gan, Lowrie,  Macon.  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Pink- 
ney, PleaaanU,RoberU,  Smith,  Stokes,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia, 
Williams  of  Miaaiaaippi,  Wilhams  of  Tenneaaee— 30. 

Mr.  TuoMAt's  amendment  was  then  concurred 
in,  as  agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  was  agreed  to  amend  the  title  by  adding 
thereto,  "and  to  prohibit  slavery  in  ceruin  terri- 
tories," J       .        u 

And  the  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be 
engrosaed,  and,  with  the  bill,  to  be  read  a  third 
time: -it  was  read  a  third  time  accordingly,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  House  of  Repre-senUtives,  request- 
ing their  concurrence  in  the  amendments. 


Frioav,  March  3. 
Mr.  HoRaEV,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  the  subject  was  refer- 
red, reported  a  bill  to  increase  the  allowance  of  the 
judges  of  the  orphans'  court  in  the  counties  of 


Washington  and  Alexandria ;  and  the  hill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Clainas, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  Lefe- 
bvre,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  rcBolution, 
that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his 
petition. 

Mr.  RuGGLES  presented  the  petition  of  Antoine 
Baron,  of  Michigan,  praying  compensation  for 
property  taken  and  destroyed  bv  order,  for  the  use 
of  the  American  Army;  and  the  petition  wa» 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  B.  Lang:uille  : 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Pellett ;  and  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Piatt ;  were  severally  read 
the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Stevens,  and 
others  ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Tne  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  taking  the  fourth  census  or  enu- 
meration of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  the  same  having  been 
further  amended,  the  bill  was  postponed  until  Moo- 
day  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  a  late 
campaign  against  the  Seminole  Indians ;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Mar- 
garet Clark,  relict  of  the  late  Major  John  Clark, 
an  officer  of  the  Pennsylvania  line  in  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution,  now  deceased,  praying  Con^rress 
to  grant  a  renewal  and  continuance  to  ner  of  the 
pension  which  her  late  husband  received  under 
the  act  of  18th  March,  1818,  made  a  report,  ac 
companied  by  a  resolution  that  the  petitioner  have 
leave  to  withdraw  her  petition.  The  report  and 
resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  HoRBEY.  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, and  to  repeal  all  acts  heretofore  passed  for 
that  purpose,  reported  the  same  with  amendments, 
whicn  were  read. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Walter  Chanmng  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  Kissed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  sala- 
ries of  all  or  any  of  the  District  Judges  of  the 
United  States ;  and  the  said  committee  were  di»- 
charged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  res- 
olution of  the  first  of  la«  month,  instructing  thetn 
to  inquire  into  tne  expediency  of  increasing  the 
salary  of  the  District  Judge  of  Georgia. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  pawed  a 
bill,  entitled  'An  act  to  authorize  the  President  (rf 
the  United  States  to  appoint  a  receiver  of  the  public 
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moneys  and  register  of  the  land  office  for  the  dis-f 
trict  of  Lawrence  coUnty,  in  the  Arkansas  Terri- i 
tory,  m  which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  Henry  Remsen  and  others,  con- 
cerned m  Mississippi  stock  ;  and  the  report  was 
read. 


Mabch,  1820. 


PiNKNEY,  be  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 


MAINE  DILL. 

Mr.  Tho.ma8,  from  the  managers  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate,  at  the  conference  on  the  subject  of  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  on  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine 
into  the  Union,"  made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  of  Conference  of  the  Senate  and  of 
the  Home  of  ReprcKentatiTea,  on  the  aubject  of  the 
diaagreeing  votea  of  the  two  Houaea,  upon  the  biH, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  admiaaion  of  the  State  of 
Maine  into  the  Union,"  report  the  folio winir  reao- 
lation : 

Huolved,  lat.  That  they  recommend  to  the  Senate 
to  recede  from  their  amendmenU  to  the  aaid  bill. 

?d.  That  they  recommend  to  the  two   Houaea  to 
agree  to  atrike  out  of  the  fourth  aection  of  the  bill 
{torn  the  Hooae  of  Repreaenlativea  now  pending  in  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  people  of  the 
Miaaouri  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
govemment,  and  tor  the  admi^aion  of  euch  State  into 
the  Union  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
Statea,    the  following  proviso,  in  the  following  words  : 
"And  shall  ordain    and  eatablish,  that  there  shall  be 
neither  aiarery  nor  involuntary  aervitude  otherwiae 
than  in  the  punishment  of  crimes,  whereof  the  party 
ahall  have  been  duly  convicted:    Prodded,  alivayt, 
Ihat  any  person  escaping  into  the  aame.  from  whom 
labor  or  service  is  lawfully  claimed  in  any  other  State 
auch  fugitive  may  be  lawfully  reclaimed,  and  conveyed 
to  the  peraon  claiming  hia  or  her  labor  or  aervice  aa 
aforesaid :  Provided,  neverthtUta,  That  the  aaid  pro- 
Tiaion  ahail  not  le  construed  to  alter  the  condition  or 
civil  righu  of  any  person  now  held  to  aervice  or  labor 
in  the  aaid  territory."     And  that  the  following  pro- 
vuion  be  added  to  the  bill : 

And  bt  it  further  enacted.  That  in  all  that  territory 
ceded  by  France  to  the  United  Statea,  under  the  name 
of  Louuiana,  which  liea  north  of  ihirty-aii  degrees 
and  thirty  minute*  north  latitude,  not  included  within 
the  limiu  of  the  State  contemplated  by  this  act.  slavery 
and  involuntary  servitude,  otherwise  than  in  the  pun- 
lahment  of  crimea,  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been 
duly  ronncted,  ahall  be,  and  is  hereby,  forever  pro- 
hibited: Provided,  alway$.  That  any  person  escaping 
into  the  aame,  from  whom  labor  or  aervice  is  lawfully 
claimed  in  any  other  State  or  Territory  of  the  United 
SUtea,  auch  fugitive  may  be  lawfully  reclaimed  and 
conveyed  to  the  person  claiming  hia  or  her  labor  or 
service  aa  aforesaid. 

The  report  was  read.  ^~     • 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Thomas, 

Remlced,  That  a  further  conference  be  asked 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the 
nid  bill. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Thomas,  Bahbodr,  and 


GENERAL  JACKSON'S  MEMORIAL. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  the  me- 
morial of  Major  General  Andrew  Jackson  was 
taken   up,   and   considerable    debate   took   place 
which  ended,  however,  in  those  who  had  opposed 
the  printing  waiving  their  opposition  to  it.    Those 
who  supported  the  motion  for  printing  the  same 
were  Messrs.  Kino  of  New  York,  Wilson,  Moh- 
RiL,  Lanman,  Pinkney,  Eaton,  and  Smith  ;  and 
those  who  at  first  opposed  it,  but  withdrew  their 
opposition  on  explanation  of  some  passages  in  it 
and  on  understanding  that  no  further  proceeding 
was  proposed  with  regard  to  it,  were  Messrs.  Wal- 
ker of  Georgia,  Dana,  and  Birrill.     The  me- 
morial was  then  ordered  to  be  printed.     [It  will 
be  found  in  the  Appendix  2d  Session  15th  Con- 
gress, page  2308,  et  seq.] 

MAINE  BILL.  *  '  *  ' 
Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  managerS^on  the  part  of 
the  Senate,  at  the  conference  on  the  disagreeing 
votes  ol  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine  into 
the  Union,"  made  the  following  report:  ] 

That  the  Committee  of  Conference  recommend  to 
the  two  Housea  that  the  word  "  next"  be  atricken  out 
of  the  aaid  bill,  and  the  worda  "  in  the  year  one  thou- 
aand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,"  be  inaerted  in  lieu 
thereof. 

Whereupon,  it  was  i 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  both  the 
reports  of  the  Committee  of  Conference ;  that  they 
recede  from  their  amendment  to  the  said  bill,  and 
that  It  be  amended  by  striking  out  of  line  the  third 
the  word  "next,"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,"  ac- 
cordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  notify  the  House 
of  Representatives  accordingly,  and  request  their 
concurrence  in  the  said  amendment. 


Monday,  March  6. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  presented  the  re- 
monstrance of  Samuel  Blackburn  and  others, 
conriplaming  of  the  illegal  and  forcible  seizure  of 
their  property  by  a  party  of  the  Creek  Indians, 
whde  withm  the  limits  of  the  Cherokees,  and 
praying  relief;  and  the  remonstrance  was  read, 
^ii^refeTTed  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  Otis  presented  the  memorial  of  Samuel 
Brown  and  others,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and 
others,  holders  of  the  Mississippi  .stock  in  Massa- 
chusetts, praying  provision  may  be  made  for  the 
redemption  of  said  .stock  ;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  S.  H.  Cone  and  others,  praying  an  act  of 
incorporation  for  certain  evangelical  and  literary 
purposes  ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Pei>- 
sions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Catb- 
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arine  Shapley,  of  Portsmouth,  in  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  res- 
olution that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw 
her  petition.     The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  gave  notice,  that, 
to-morrow,  he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
further  to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  tne  United 
States. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and  oth- 
ers ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Margaret  Clark,  relict  of 
the  late  Major  John  Clark,^an  officer  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania line  in  the  American  Revolution,  fnow 
deceased,)  praying  Congress  to  grant  a  renewal  and 
continuance  to  her  of  tne  pension  which  her  late 
husband  received  under  the  act  of  18th  March, 
1818 ;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  resolved, 
that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  her 
petition. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  allowance  of  the  Judges 
of  the  Orphans'  Court  in  the  counties  of  Wash- 
ington and  Alexandria,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  appoint  a  receiver  of 
public  moneys,  and  register  of  tne  land  office,  for 
the  district  of  Lawrence  county,  in  the  Arkansas 
Territory,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  the  sale  of  public  lands,  together 
with  an  amendment  proposed  thereto ;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Wednesday  next. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
provide  for  taking  the  fourth  census  was  taken  up, 
and,  after  undergoing  some  amendments  not  in- 
volving any  question  of  importance,  it  was  ordered 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  issuing  of  a  patent 
right  to  Richard  Willcox,  and  the  bills  for  the  re- 
lief of  Francis  B.  Languille,  and  of  John  Pellett, 
were  severally  taken  up,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
groiised  for  a  third  reading. 

REMISSION  OF  DUTY. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William  C. 
Kausler,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolu- 
tion that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  refused. 
The  report  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Finance  submit  to  the  Senate 
their  report  upon  the  petition  of  William  C.  Kauater. 

On  the  9th  day  of  April,  1818,  the  brig  Nordberg, 
laden  with  a  cargo  of  sugar,  coffee,  logwood,  and  cigara, 
sailed  from  Havana  for  Hamburg.  The  brig  belonged 
to  a  Danish  aubject ;  the  cargo  waa  the  property  of 
merchants  and  citizena  of  Hamburg ;  and  the  peti- 
tioner, who  ia  a  subject  of  Denmark,  waa  the  super- 
carfo.  On  the  11th  day  of  the  aame  month,  in  the 
latitude  of  Capo  Florida,  the  brig  aiid  cargo  were  met 


by  an  armed  achooner,  and  were  forcibly  and  pirati* 
cally  seized  by  the  persons  belonging  to  the  achooner. 
The  officera  and  crew  of  the  brig,  and  the  petitioner, 
were  taken  from  their  veaael,  put  on  boerd  of  the 
schooner,  and  aent  to  the  West  Indiea.  The  piratea, 
having  taken  the  brig  and  cargo  into  their  poaaeaaion, 
conducted  them  to  the  port  of  Savannah,  in  Georgia. 
The  cargo  waa  entered  at  the  cuatom-hooae  of  Savui. 
nah  ;  the  duties  upon  it  were  paid  by  the  peraon  or 
perwna  who  entered  the  goods  ;  and  those  duties  have 
been  paid  into  the  Treasury.  The  cargo  waa  dia- 
charged  and  sold.  It  was  sold  by  some  agent  or  agenta 
appointed  by  the  piratea,  and  waa  purcbaaed,  in  par- 
cela,  by  difi'erent  peraona  in  Savannah.  It  ia  atated 
that  the  suma  for  which  the  cargo  was  add  were  re- 
ceived by  the  piratea,  or  by  their  agenta.  Soon  afUr 
the  arrival  of  the  brig  at  Savannah,  the  attorney  of 
the  United  States  for  Georgia  instituted  a  auit  in  the 
diatrict  court  of  the  United  Statea  againat  the  brig  and 
cargo,  and  against  all  persons  into  whose  hands  the  car- 
go or  its  products  had  come,  claiming  theae  efiecta  aa 
having  been  obtained  by  piracy,  in  order  that  they  might 
be  adjudged  as  justice  should  require.  The  agenta  of 
the  piratea,  and  the  persons  who  had  purchased  the  car- 
go at  Savannah,  were  made  parties  ti*  this  suit.  The 
petitioner,  having  arrived  at  Savannah  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  suit,  became  a  party  to  it,  and,  aa 
the  agent  of  the  owners,  claimed  the  benefit  of  tke 
suit,  and  restitution  of  the  cargo,  or  iu  value.  After 
a  courae  of  legal  proceedings,  the  litigation  was  ter- 
minated by  a  decree  made  by  the  oonaent  of  the  par- 
tiea.  It  waa  agreed,  by  thia  decbion,  that  the  acveral 
purchasers  of  the  cargo  should  pay  to  the  petitioner  the 
value  of  the  parts  of  the  cargo  which  they  had  re- 
spectively purchaaed,  taking  the  value  as  it  existed  at 
Savannah,  but  deducting  therefrom  the  amount  of  the 
duties  which  had  been  p^id  to  the  United  Stales.  The 
sum  tbua  agreed  to  be  paid  by  those  who  had  purchaa- 
ed or  received  the  cargo  from  the  piratea,  and  to  be 
received  by  the  petitioner,  waa  forty-two  thouaand  dol- 
lara  ;  the  duties  which  had  been  paid  to  the  United 
Statea  were  sixteen  thousand  three  hundred  and  aix 
dollars  and  fifty  cenU ;  and  these  sums  together, 
amounting  to  fifty-eight  thousand  three  hundred  and 
six  dollars  and  fitty  cenU,  are  sUted  to  have  been  the 
value  of  the  cargo  at  Savannah. 

Upon  these  facts  the  petitioner  prays  that  the  duties 
which  have  been  paid  to  the  United  States  may  be 
paid  from  the  Treaaory  to  him. 

The  reasons  urged  in  support  of  thia  apphcation 
are,  that  these  gooda  were  not  aubject  to  our  duttea ; 
that  the  rightful  owaera  are  entitled  to  restitution  of 
the  goods,  or  to  their  full  value ;  and  that  the  United 
Statea  ought  not  to  derive  profita  from  an  act  of  piracy. 

1.  It  is  said  that  these  goods  were  not  legally  aubject 
to  duty,  becauae  they  were  imported  by  pirate*,  and 
not  with  the  assent  of  the  true  owners.  Our  laws 
concerning  duties  make  no  such  distinction.  Our  da- 
ties  are  imposed  upon  merchandise  imported  in  fact. 
Whether  the  importer  is  the  true  owner  or  rigfatfiil 
possessor  of  the  goods  or  not,  the  goods  are  equally 
subject  to  duty.  The  goods  are  themaelvea  subjected 
to  duty,  whoever  may  be  the  importer;  and  all  quea- 
tions  of  private  rights,  between  different  claimants  of 
the  aame  gooda,  are  left  to  the  ordinary  courae  of  jaa- 
tice.  These  goods,  therefore,  though  imported  by  pi- 
rates, were  justly  subject  to  our  duties. 

2.  It  ia  the  duty  of  all  nationa  to  lend  their  justice 
and  employ  their  force  to  auppreaa  piracy.     We  ac- 
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kaowledf «  this  obiif  atien,  and  obey  itx  precepts.  The 
true  ownera  of  these  goods  were  entitled  to  restitution 
of  the  goods,  or  to  just  compensation  for  their  loss.  If 
specific  restitution  could  not  be  made,  because  the 
goeds  had  been  removed,  dispersed,  or  consumed,  a 
JQst  equivalent  was  to  be  paid,  not  by  this  Govern- 
raent,  but  by  the  pirates,  and  by  those  who  had  been 
engaged  with  pirates  in  the  commerce  of  these  goods. 
This  GoTernment  was  not  bound  to  pay  or  to  lose  any 
thing  whatever  in  this  case.  Our  obligation  was,  to 
lend  the  arm  of  our  justice  to  compel  restitution  or 
compensation.  We  were  bound  to  give  to  the  true 
owners  the  aid  of  oar  laws  and  tribunals  against  the 
goods  and  against  all  persons  within  our  jurisdiction. 
This  obligation  has  been  discharged.  The  petitioner 
resorted  to  one  of  our  courts  for  redress.  He  implead- 
ed the  persons  who  had  purchased  or  received  the 
ge«de  from  the  pirates.  His  claim  against  them  was 
just,  and  was  admitted.  If  he  was  entitled  to  recover 
against  them,  he  was  entitled  to  the  full  value  of  the 
geode— to  the  value  which  the  goods  bore  at  Savan* 
nab — to  that  sum  which  the  goods  had  already  pro- 
duced, or  would  produce,  upon  a  sale  in  the  market  of 
Savannah.  That  value  comprehended  the  amount  of 
the  duties  which  had  been  paid  to  the  United  States. 
Such  at  least  might  be  one  measure  of  his  redress ; 
and  it  is  to  be  presumed  that,  if  he  had  prevailed  in 
adverse  litigation,  he  would  have  recovered  the  amount 
•f  the  duties  as  a  part  of  the  value  of  the  goods.  But 
the  suit  was  compounded  by  the  parties.  An  amicable 
decree  was  made,  by  which  the  petitioner  agreed  to 
accept  from  the  purchasers  or  receivers  of  the  goods 
at  8avannuh  a  part  of  the  value  in  question. 

This  compromise  gives  him  no  claim  upon  the  Gov- 
ernment for  the  residue  of  that  value.      The  duties 
had  been  paid,  and  the  goods  were  in  the  market  of 
this  country,  before  the  petitioner  appeared  to  daim 
redress.     If  the  petitioner  had  arrived  after  the  import- 
ation, and  before  the  duties  were  paid,  he  could  not 
have  obuined  possession  of  the  goods,  without  dis- 
charging the  duties  to  the  United  Slates.     If  he  had 
advanced  the  duties,  he,  like  any  other  owner  of  goods 
paying  duties,  would  have  found  his  compensation  for 
the  duties  advanced  in  the  superadded  value  which 
•uch  goods  derive  from  the  duties  with  which  they  are 
charged.     If  the  petitioner  had  obtained  restitution  of 
the  goods  in  kind,  at  Savannah,  after  the  duties  had 
been  paid  by  others,  he  would  have  had  no  pretence 
to  ask  this  Government  for  the  duties;  since,  in  that 
event,  the  goods  in  his  hands  would  have  been  aug- 
mented in  value  by  the  amount  of  the  duties.     If  he 
bad  obuined  from  the  pirates  or  their  agenU  the  full 
value  of  the   goods,   comprehending  the    duties,   be 
woald  have  had  no  pretence  to  ask  for  the  duties  in 
the  Treasury.     He  could  never  be  allowed  to  recover 
the  amount  of  the  duties  once  in  the  augmented  value 
which  the  goo4ls  had  derived   from   the   duties,  and 
once  more  in  the  payment  of  the  duties  themselv>.-s  to 
bim  from  the  Treasury.     If  he  could  not  obtain  resti 


measore  of  his  redvras  against  them,  and  whatever  haa 
been  or  might  have  been  the  event  of  his  claim,  either 
upon  the  goods  themselves,  or  against  peraoos  in  this 
country  or  in  any  other  country,  these  duties  to  the 
public  have  been  rightfully  levied  and  received  by  us. 
These  duties  l>eiong  to  our  revenue;  and,  though  the 
petitioner  had  rights,  they  were  not  righu  against  our 
revenue.  He  had  no  pretence  of  claim  upon  this 
Government  fur  compensation.  Haviog  mnde  a  vol- 
untary composition  with  other  parties,  by  which  be 
has  obtained  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  amount  of 
his  claim  from  them,  he  now  proposes  that  the  Gov- 
ernment shall  pay  him  the  residue ;  and  the  compro- 
mise thus  made  is  offered  as  one  of  the  reasons  for  this 
request.  This  Government  never  owed  him  any  com- 
pensation ;  and  he  is  not  at  liberty  to  convert  his 
claim  upon  privste  persons  into  a  demand  upon  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

8.  It  is  said  that  to  retain  these  duties  would  be  to 
avail  ourselves  of  an  act  of  piracy  ;  since,  if  the  goods 
had  not  been  eeixed  by  pirates,  they  would  not  have 
been  imported  into  the  United  States.  Our  doiies 
are  levied  upon  the  importation  of  merchandise  into 
our  country ;  and  otu  laws  allow  no  exemption  from 
thos«/duties  in  favor  either  of  pirates,  or  of  those  who 
may  be  robbed  by  piratea.  Our  revenue  has  no  con- 
cern with  the  private  questions  of  right  and  wrong 
which  may  exist,  either  abroad  or  here,  in  relation  to 
the  merchaodiae  imported.  The  question  now  pre- 
sented is  not  so  much  whether  we  shall  gain,  as  it  is 
whether  we  shall  lose,  by  this  importation.  Have  the 
goods  been  consumed  id  this  country !  If  so,  the 
duties  have  been  paid  by  the  consumers ;  and,  as  taxes 
levied  ujK>n  our  own  citizens,  they  should  sccrue  to 
our  own  revenue.  Hsve  the  goods  been  exported  T  In 
that  case,  the  duties  have  been  paid  from  the  Treasury 
to  the  exporter.  If  we  should  now  pay  these  duties 
to  the  petitioner,  the  amount  would  be  an  absolute 
loss  to  our  revenue.  The  petitioner  would  indeed 
receive  the  benefit  of  the  amount,  but  his  claim  to  this 
benefit  is  not  against  this  Government ;  it  was  against 
the  pirates  and  receivers  of  the  goods,  and  they  have 
already  received  the  amount  of  the  dutiea,  by  their 
own  dwpostlion  of  the  merchandise.  When  we  levy 
and  reuin  our  own  duties,  in  a  case  like  this,  we 
merely  enforce  our  own  revenue  laws — we  give  no 
sanction  to  piracy,  and  wo  do  no  injustice. 

Such  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  and  such 
would  It  be  were  the  petitioner  and  they  whom  he  rep- 
resenU  citizens  01  the  United  Slates.  He  and  they 
are  foreigners,  but  the  law  of  nations  a/fords  no  support 
to  the  claim  which  is  now  preferred.  It  is  not  required, 
even  by  the  most  scrupulous  and  dehcate  regard  to 
the  obligations  of  nations,  that  the  loss  of  these  duties 
should  fall  upon  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
The  claim  of  the  petitioner  for  the  duties  paid  into 
the  Treasury  appearing  to  the  committee  to  be  desti- 
tute of  merit,  they  recommend  the  following  reso- 
lution :  ^ 

Retolced,   That   the    prayer  of   the    petitioner  be 
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tation  in  kind  or  in  value,  because  the  goods  couM 
not  be  traced,  or  because  the  persons  lesponsible  to  !  'ffuwJ- 
him  for  their  value  could   not  be  found  within  our  j 
jurisdiction,  or  becauae  those  persons  might  be  unable 
to  make  satisfacuon,  he  might  be  unforluoaie,  but  this        The  bill  further  to  suspend  the  sale  or  forfeiture 
Government  would  be  under  no  obligation  to  indem-  |  of  lands  for  not  completing  the  payment  thereon 
nify  him  for  any  part  of  his  loss.    It  is  not  necessary  {  being  taken  up,  a  motion  was  made  to  postpone  it 
Here  to  determine  what  would  have  been   the  true  i  to  Wednesday  next 

tandard  of  his  redres.  against  the  pirates  or  the  re-        The  motion  was"  opposed  by  Mr.  NoBLE,  who 

Whatever  may  be  the  just )  sUted  that  the  bUl  conuined  bo  new  principles ; 


ceivera  of  the  goods. 
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that  if  passed  at  all,  it  was  necessary  to  be  passed 
without  delay,  that  timely  notice  might  be  com- 
municated to  the  various  land  offices ;  that,  as  it 
kas  no  connexion  with  the  other  land  bill,  just 
postponed,  and  embraced  no  principle  that  had  not 
been  familiar  to  the  Senate  for  years,  and  about 
which  fhere  was  no  difference  of  opinion,  he  hoped 
it  would  be  acted  on  at  once. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  was  willing  to  accom- 
modate gentlemen,  where  no  public  detriment 
would  arise  from  his  acquiescence ;  but  the  bill  now 
before  the  Senate  had  a  connexion  with  the  bill 
just  postponed.  If  that  bill  passed,  he  would  have 
no  objection  whatever  to  the  present  one.  He 
would  be  among  the  first  to  give  all  equitable  in- 
dulgence to  those  indebted  for  lands ;  but,  should 
the  other  measure  fail,  he  was  by  no  means  pre- 
pared to  say  that  the  bill  now  before  them  ought 
to  {lass. 

The  bill  was  postponed  to  Wednesday. 


Tdesday,  March  7. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a  copy 
of  the  letter  of  the  2d  of  May,  1814,  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  Jacob  Barker,  in  obedi- 
ence to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  Ist  in- 
stant; which  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claim.^. 

Mr.  Sanfobd,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,    ^ 

to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  providing  for  the  |  tioner  to  the  extent  which  may  be  supported  by 
better  organization  of  the  Treasury  Department,    satisfactory  evidence 


sereral  deputy  stirreyors  in  the  Missouri  Territorv 
full  compensation  for  the  lines  which  bound  each 
surrey,  whether  separate  or  adjoining  other  claims 
or  surveys,  and  which  have  been,  or  shall  hereafter 
be  made,  imder  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 
And,  also,  to  inquire  into  tne  expediency  of  pay- 
ing the  said  several  deputy  surveyors  for  their 
extra  travelling  expenses,  where  that  travelling 
has  been  performed  with  a  view  to  the  surveying 
of  one  claim,  or  a  small  number  of  claims,  and 
when  such  travelling  was  the  consequence  or  aaj 
mistake  in  the  commissioners,  their  clerk,  or  the 
recorder  of  land  titles,  in  the  proper  location  or 
description  of  the  claim,  or  in  the  list  of  confinned 
claims  given  to  such  deputies  for  their  respective 
guides. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
reierred  the  petition  of  a  number  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  inhabitants  of  Michigan  Territorr; 
and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  resolved,  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  unfavor- 
able to  the  petition  of  Joseph  Lefebvre,  (claiming 
indemnity  for  damages  sustained  in  his  property, 
by  its  occupation  by  the  American  militia,  at  New 
Orleans  in  the  late  war,)  was  taken  up. 

After  some  explanatory  remarks  by  Mr.  JoHW- 

i  BOW,  of  Louisiana,  and  on  his  motion,  the  report 

I  was  reversed,  and  the  Committee  of  Claims  iii- 

stnicted  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  peti- 


reporled  the  same  without  amendment 

Mr.  RcGGLEP,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Gabriel  Godfroy ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  it  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Conamittee  of  Claims 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Mary  Cassin,  widow  and  admin-  j 
istratrix  of  Patrick  Cassin,  deceased ;  and  the  bill  I 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading.  I 

Mr.  Thimble  presented  to  the  Senate  certain  I 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  in  favor  of  i 
the  application  of  six  thousand  dollars  heretofore  i 
appropriated,  but  not  expended,  to  the  surveying  I 
and  opening  a  road  from  the  foot  of  the  Rapids  of  I 
the  Miami  of  the  Lake,  to  the  western  lii»e  of  the  ; 
Connecticut   Reserve,  and   a   road    from   Lower 


The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  taking  the  fourth  census  or  enumera- 
tion of  the  inhabiunts  of  the  United  States  and 
for  other  purposes,"  having  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  lime  as  anoended,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
issue  letters  patent  to  Richard  WUlcox  was  read  » 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  B.  Languille 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Pellett  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  incorporate 
the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Washington,  and  to 


Sandusky,  southwardly,  to  the  Indian  boundary  j  repeal  all  acts  heretofore  passed  for  that  purpose, 

'      "        '  to  the  Com-  j  together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by 

'  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  ;  ana, 

ordered  to 


line ;  which  were  read,  and  referred 
mittee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  having  obuined 
leave,  introduced,  agreeably  to  notice,  a  bill  fur- 
ther to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the  United 
States — [to  form  aa  additional  judicial  circuit,  to 
be  composed  of  the  districts  of  East  and  West 
Tennessee  and  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  for  the 
appointment  of  a  circuit  jud^e,  Ac,  therefor;! 
which  bill  was  twice  read,  by  general  consent,  and 
referred. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 
Raolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  Inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
maVing  provision  by  law  for  the  payment  to  the 


on  motion  by  Mr.  Pleasants,  it  was 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  increase  the 
allowance  of  judges  of  the  orphans'  court  in  the 
counties  of  Washington  and  Alexandria  ;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Pleas.^nts,  ii  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

PROPERTY  LOST,  Ac. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideratfon  of  the 
bill  making  payment  for  horses.  &c.,  lost  in  the 
Seminole  war,  and  having  been  further  amended, 
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(by  addini^  the  proviso  to  the  last  section,)  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time, 
without  objection,  as  follows:  [the  words  in  brack- 
ets being  stricken  out.] 

Be  it  enacted,  4-c.,  That  any  officer,  volunteer,  or 
ranger,  engaged  in  the  campaign  of  eighteen  hundred 
and  eighteen,  against  the  Seminole  Indians,  who  has 
■Qstainrd  damage  by  reason  of  the  loss  of  any  horses, 
[killed  or  wounded  in  battle, or  which  died. or  became 
useless,  in  consequence  of  wounds  received  whilst  en- 
gaged in  said  campaign ;  or]  which,  in  consequence  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  Suies  failing  to  supply 
sufficient  forage,  while  engaged  in  said  service,  died, 
or  were  compelled  to  be  abandoned  and  left  ;  or  which, 
being  dismounted  from  in  battle,  escaped  from  the 
owner  and  were  lost,  shall  be  allowed  the  value  thereof. 

S»c.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  said  offi- 
cers and  volunteers,  for  the  loss  of  any  necessary 
equipage  of  said  horses,  or  for  any  guns  lost  in  said 
service,  or  which  were  left  in  the  possession  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  any  officer  thereof,  shall  be  al- 
lowed and  paid  the  value  thereof;  said  claims  to  be 
paid  out  of  any  of  the  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Sic.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  ac- 
counting officers  of  the  Treasury  Department  shall 
audit  and  settle  those  accounU  under  such  rules  and 
regulations  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  may 
prescribe:  Provided,  always.  That  if  any  payment 
be  made  on  account  of  clothing  to  any  officer  or  volun- 
teer, and  which  may  not  be  warranted  by  existing 
law,  the  amount  by  bin  so  received  shall  be  deducted 
from  the  value  of  said  horse,  equipage,  dtc. 


Wednesday,  March  8. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
in  pursuance  of  an  instruction  of  the  Senate,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  suflferers  by  fire 
at  Savannah,  in  Georgia  ;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  in 
pursuance  of  an  instruction  of  the  Senate,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Lefebvre  ;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  to  authorize  the  President  I 
of  the  United  States  to  appoint  a  receiver  of  pub- 
lic moneys  and  register  of  the  land  office  for  the  { 
district  of  Lawrence  county,  in  the  Arkansas  Ter- 1 
ritory,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment       ! 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  ; 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  j 
relerred  the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and  i 
others ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  j 
postponed  until  Monday  neiL  ' 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  , 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Catharine  Shapley,  of 
Portsmouth,  in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  ; 
widow ;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  resolved  j 
that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  her  ' 
petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Finance  upon  the  pe- 
tiUon  of  WUliam  C.  Kausler;  and   the  further 


consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition  of  George  Har- 
polcj  praying  compensation  for  a  horse  lost  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  during  the  campaiga 
against  the  Creek  Indians  in  the  Autumn  of  181 3 ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  an 
uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  following  Messages  were  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  State*. •        ,,     ,  . 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  pursuance  of  their  res- 
olution of  the  fourth  of  January  last,  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  with  a  list  of  tines  incurred  under 
the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the 
act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  sgainst  the 
United  States,"  which  appear  from  the  records  of  the 
Department  of  State  to  have  been  remiUed  by  the 
Executive  authority  of  the  United  Sutes. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Mabcb  4,  1820. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  State*. 
\      I  transmit  to  Congress  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
I  of  the  Treasury,  which,  with  the  accompanying  docu- 
j  menu,  will  show,  that  the  act  of  the  20th  of  May,  1812, 

respecting  the  northern  and  western  boundaries  of  the 

State  of  Ohio,  has  been  executed. 


Makch  8,  1820. 


JAMES  MONROE. 


The  Messages,  together  with  the  accompanying 
'  reports  and  documents,  were  respectively  read. 
j  A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresenUitives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
j  a  bill,  entitled  'An  act  making  appropriations  for 
j  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  for 
[  the  year  1820,"  in  which  bill  they  request  the  con- 
I  currence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gabriel  Godfroy,  and 
also  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Cassin,  widow, 
and  administratrix  of  Patrick  Cassin,  deceased, 
were  respectively  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Farral ;  the  petition  of  Rowleigh  C.  Christian; 
the  petition  of  Tohandocke,  an  Indian  chief;  the 

yetition  of  John  Dougherty ;  and  the  petition  of 
ames  Hayes;  respectively  praying  a  |»eDsion. 
He  also  presented  the  petition  of  Jonathan  D. 
Carrier ;  the  petition  of  John  Reed  ;  the  petition 
of  Moses  Smith ;  the  petition  of  Shubael  P.  Hib- 
bard  ;  the  petition  of  Abel  Sholes  ;  the  petition  of 
Gustavus  Alduck  ;  the  petition  of  Joseph  Legon ; 
the  petition  of  Nicholas  Welch  ;  the  petition  of 
Dean  Weymouth  ;  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Ran- 
dall ;  the  petition  of  John  Patterson  ;  and  the  pe- 
tition of  Jeremiah  Betts,  praying  an  increase  of 
their  pensions  ;  and  the  petitions  were  respectively 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 
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THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  further 
provision  for  the  sale  of  public  lands,  together  with 
the  amendment  proposed  thereto  by  Mr.  Walker, 
of  Alabama,  as  follows : 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That    purchasers   of 

public   lands,  which  have  been  sold  prior  to  the 

day  of next,  shall  be  permitted  to  forfeit  and  sur- 
render the  same  before  the  day  of  final  payment,  by 
delivering  their  certificates  to  the  register,  and  endor- 
nng  thereon  their  conaent  that  the  land  therein  de- 
scribed shall  be  re-sold  :  whereupon,  the  said  certificates 
shall  be  considered  as  cancelled  ;  and  the  land  shall 
be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  reverted  to  the  United 
States,  and  shall  be  disposed  of,  in  all  respecU,  like 
other  tvverted  or  forfeited  lands,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  fourth  section  of  this  act ;  but,  if  such 

lands  should  be  sold  for  more  than  one  dollar  and 

cents  per  acre,  the  excess  shall  be  paid  over  to  the 
former  certificate-holder  :  Provided,  That  such  excess 
aball  not  be  greater  than  the  amount  previously  paid 
on  such  certificate. 

Mr.  Walker  submitted  a  number  of  arguments 
in  support  of  his  amendment,  and  entered  into 
ptarticular  statements  of  the  amount  of  sales,  the 

E rices  given  in  Alabama  and  elsewhere,  for  public 
inds,  the  great  amount  of  debt  due  and  becoming 
due,  4.C.,  to  show  the  propriety  of  affording  the 
relief  which  his  amendment  contemplated  ;  but,  as 
the  Senate  was  this  morning  thin,  and  the  subject 
before  it  of  great  importance,  he  hoped  its  consid- 
eration might  for  the  present  be  postponed. 

Mr.  Wilson,  though  uniforiuly  friendly  to  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  was  willing  to  defer  its  con- 
sideration until  the  Senate  should  be  full,  and 
moved  to  postpone  it  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  TH0.MA8  proposed  a  postponement  to  Wed- 
nesday next. 

Mr.  Otis  was  opposed  to  so  distant  a  p>ostpone- 
ment.  as  he  feared  it  might  endanger  the  bill, 
whicn  had  already  been  postponed  through  all  the 
moods  and  tenses.  It  had  been  lost  in  the  other 
House,  at  the  last  session,  after  passing  this,  for 
want  of  time.  Should  it  be  again  defeated  from 
the  same  cause,  it  was  to  be  feai^ed  that  they  might 
bid  adieu  to  all  hope  of  the  measure.  Mr.  O.  made 
a  remark  or  two  on  the  subject  of  the  amendment, 
to  show  that,  however  equitable  the  relief,  it  was 
doubtful  whether  the  measure  would  be  proper  be- 
fore the  debt  fur  which  the  sales  were  pledged  had 
been  paid  off. 

Mr.  Walker  replied,  to  obviate  the  objection  of 
Mr.  Otis;  and  the  postponement  was  supported 
by  Mr.  Noble,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Ruqgles. 

The  motion  to  postpone  to  Wednesday  was 
lost,  and  the  motion  for  to-morrow  prevailed — 18 
to  14 ;  but  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  was  sub- 
sequently moved  and  agreed  to,  and  the  motion  to 
postpone  being  then  negatived,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  and  amendment. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  had  no  hope,  from  the 
indications  which  he  saw,  that  the  amendment 
would  be  adopted  ;  but,  if  the  change  proposed  by 
the  bill  should  take  place,  he  had  no  doubt  the 
Legislature  would  see  the  necessity  of  some  such 
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relief  as  the  amendment  offered.    He  would  new 
merely  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question. 

The  amendment  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Ed- 
wards and  King  of  Alabama,  and  was  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Trimble,  Lamman,  and  Kino  of  New 
York,  not  because  opposed  to  affording  the  relief 
contemplated,  but  from  an  unwillingness  to  con- 
nect it  with  the  present  bill,  dtc. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment,  it 
was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Edwards,  Johnson  of  Keotuckj, 
King  of  Alabama,  Logan,  Noble,  Smith,  Thomaa, 
and  Walker  of  Alabama— 8. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Burrill,  Dana,  Dickerson, 
Eaton,  Elliot,  Gaillanl,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Leake,  l/owrie,  Macon, 
Mellen,  Morril,  Otis,  Palmer.  Parrott,  PleaaanU,  Rog- 
gles,  Sanford,  Stokes,  Taylor,  Trimble,  Van  Dyke, 
Williams  of  MissiKsippi,  Williams  of  Tennessee,  and 
Wilson— 29. 

Mr.-  Edwards  said^  although  he  was  decidedly 
opposed  to  the  change  in  the  mode  of  disposing  of 
the  public  lands,  which  is  provided  for  by  the  bill 
now  under  consideration,  from  the  strongest  con- 
victions, that,  while  it  is  calculated  to  operate  with 
peculiar  hardship  upon  those  who  have  not  the 
good  fortune  to  have  the  present  command  of 
money,  and  to  retard  the  settlement  and  check  the 
prosperity  of  the  State  which  he  has  the  honor,  in 
part,  to  represent,  it  was  also  inexpedient,  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  itself,  to  place  its  own  in- 
terest so  much  in  the  power  of  moneyed  capital- 
ists, who,  owing  to  the  present  temporary  scarcity 
of  money,  can,  by  combinations  for  that  purpose,, 
with  the  utmost  facility  put  do^vn  competition  a^ 
the  public  sales,  and  engro.ss  a.s  much  of  the  best 
lands  as  they  please,  upon  the  lowest  terms  or 
minimum  price;  yet,  if  the  bill  must  pass,  and  I 
see  (said  Mr.  E.)  no  prospect  of  opposing  it  with 
success,  in  this  House,  1  do  most  sincerely  hope 
it  will  be  with  such  modifications  as  will  produce 
the  least  individual  hardships  and  the  most  gen- 
eral satisfaction ;  for,  whatever  may  have  been  the 
zeal  with  which  I  have  hitherto  opposed  the  mea- 
sure, I  can  assure  gentlemen  that  it  has  been  no 
part  of  my  object  to  excite  discontents  elsewhere, 
and  that  there  is  no  man  living  who  has  been 
more  uniformly  disposed  to  discountenance  local 
jealousies,  and  to  cherish  a  spirit  of  concord  and 
harmony  throughout  every  part  of  our  common 
country,  than  I  myself  have  been. 

My  judgment  may  have  deceived  me ;  my  per- 
sonal interest,  however,  I  well  know,  cannot  have 
misled  me ;  for  that  would  have  been  promoted  by 
the  contemplated  change,  which  cannot  fail  to  be 
beneficial  to  all  those  who  have  heretofore  pur- 
chased lands  which  they  wish  to  dispose  of,  or 
who  have  money  to  purchase,  with  that  view ; 
and  hence  it  is,  probably,  that  we  have  seen  letters 
from  large  landholders  in  the  West  to  members  of 
this  body,  exhibited  as  disinterested  testimony  in 
favor  of  the  proposed  change,  and  passing  from 
seat  to  seat,  for  the  purpose  of  convincing  our 
minds,  not  only  of  its  propriety,  but  of  the  absolute 
necessity  for  its  speedy  adoption. 
Mr.  E.  contended,  that  the  present  system  of 
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disposing  of  the  public  lands  had  been  successfully 
tested  by  the  experience  of  many  years ;  that  Ohio 
and  Indiana,  in  particular,  had  nourished  under  its 
operation,  and,  without  any  injury  to  the  Union, 
had  increased  their  population  and  prosperity  with 
unparalleled  rapidity.  But,  said  he,  like  all  other 
human  institutions,  it  seems  that  the  system  had 
not  the  necessary  perfection  to  suit  it  to  ail  times 
and  circumstances ;  and  it  is  alleged,  as  a  reason 
demanding  the  proposed  change,  that  excessive 
purchases  were  made,  during  a  period  of  universal 
delusion,  which  equally  operated  upon  every  thing 
else,  and  which  no  one  believes  is  likely  to  recur, 
for  a  long  time  to  come  at  least.  But,  said  he,  can 
it  be  a  dictate  of  wisdom  to  predicate  a  general 
system  upon  a  particular  and  extraordinary  case, 
which  is  gone  by,  and  in  all  probability  will  never 
again  occur  ?  Can  it  be  wise,  to  select  that  mo- 
ment for  abolishing  all  credit  upon  the  sale  of 
public  lands  when  money  is  scarcer  than  it  has 
ever  heretofore  been,  and  thyeby  to  retard  the  set- 
tlement of  those  lands,  at  the  verv  time  when  the 
state  of  things  which  produced  the  supposed  evils 
of  the  credit  system  is  rapidly  disappearing,  which 
is  now  most  certainly  the  case,  as  far  as  I  am  in- 
formed on  the  subject?  Can  it  be  just  to  with- 
hold from  our  fellow-citizens,  who  have  not  here- 
tofore purchased  any  public  lands,  the  opportunity 
of  doing  so  upon  the  same  terms  that  have  been 
allowed  to  others  ?  Can  it  be  right,  merely  be- 
cause others  have  heretofore  purchased  injudi- 
ciously, during  a  period  of  general  delusion,  to  re- 
fuse credit  to  those  who  may  hereafter  wbh  to 
purchase  discreetly,  lest  they  should  be  tempted  to 
mjure  themselves,  in  like  manner,  when  no  such 
delusion  exists  ? 

But,  said  he,  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  discuss,  at 
large,  the  merits  of  the  proposed  change.  I  will, 
at  present,  content  myself  with  an  effort,  merely, 
to  shield  the  present  settlers  upon  public  lands  from 
merciless  speculators,  whose  cupidity  and  avarice 
would  unquestionably  be  tempted  by  the  improve- 
ments which  those  settlers  have  made  with  the 
sweat  of  their  brows,  and  to  which  they  have  been 
encoun^ed  by  the  conduct  of  the  Government 
itself;  for,  though  they  might  be  considered  as 
embraced  by  the  letter  of  the  law  which  provides 
against  intrusions  on  public  lands,  yet,  that  their 
case  has  not  been  considered  by  the  Government 
as  within  the  mischiefs  intendea  to  be  prevented, 
is  manifest,  not  only  from  the  forbearance  to  en- 
force the  law,  but  from  the  positive  rewards  which 
others,  in  their  situation,  have  received,  by  the 
several  laws  which  have  heretofore  granted  to 
them  the  same  right  of  pre-emption  which  I  now 
wish  extended  to  the  present  settlers. 

The  settlements  which  have  been  made  by  this 
description  of  our  population,  so  far  from  injuring 
in  any  way  the  interest  of  the  Government,  have, 
in  all  cases  with  which  I  have  been  acquainted, 
(and  few  have  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing 
more  upon  the  subject  than  myself,;  actually  ben- 
efitted It,  by  enhancing  the  value  of  the  adjoin- 
ing lands,  and  incmatng  the  facilities  of  settling 
them. 

Those  seiUements  kare  been  made  with  the  ex- 


pectation of  acquiring  the  lands  including  them, 
under  the  existing  law.     The  number  and  value 
of  such  improvements  are  much  greater  than  they 
would  have  been  had  not  certain  lands  been  kppt 
out  of  market  much  longer  than  was  reasonably 
anticipated.     None  of  those  settlers  have  supposed 
that  they  would  have  to  pay  down  more  than  one- 
fourth  of  the  purchase  money  upon   the   tracts 
which  they  wish  to  buy  ;  few  of  them  will  be  able 
to   pay  more;   the  most  of  them   have  already 
opened  farms,  from  which  they  could  reasonably 
calculate  upon  paying  the  future  instalments  as 
I  they  would  become  due.     And  it  does  appear  to 
j  me  that  it  would  be  both  cruel  and  impolitic  to 
j  disappoint  such  expectations,  by  placing  those  peo- 
ple, so  completely  as  the  proposed  change  would 
do,  in  the  power  of  moneyed   speculators.     To 
guard  against  which,  and  to  prevent  those  serious 
1  discontents,  if  not  commotions,  which  otherwise 
1  must  take  place,  I  offer  the  amendment  which  I 
now  hold  in  my  hand,  and  which,  so  far  from 
I  being  calculated   to   defeat    the    bill,   cannot,   if 
adopted,  fail  to  contribute  greatly  to  its  success, 
t  by  removing  some  of  the  most  serious  and  impor- 
!  tant  objections  to  its  passage. 

I      The  amendment  is  as  follows : 

"  Be  it  enacted,  4-c.,  That  t^ttj  peraon,  or  the  legal 

i  rrpresentativcs  of  every  person,  who  haa  actually  in- 

I  habited  and  culttTated,  and  who  now  resides  upon  any 

I  tract  of  land  lying  in  any  district  estabiinbed  for  the 

!  sale    of  public    lands,  which    tract    is   not  rightfully 

j  claimed  by  any  other  person,  such  person,  so  residing 

,  as  aforesaid,  or  his  legal  representative,  shall  be  enli- 

:  tied  to  a  preference  in   becoming  the   purchaser   !roni 

the  United  i<tales  of  such  tract  of  land,  at  private  sale, 

upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions,  in  every  respect, 

I  as  have  heretofore  been  provided,  by  law,  for  the  sale 

;  of  other  lands  sold  at  private  sale:  Provided,  That  no 

more  than  one  quarter  section  of  land  shall  be  sold  to 

'  any  one  individual  in  virtue  of  this  act,  and  the  rame 

shall  be  bounded  by  the  sectional  and  divisional  lines 

run,  or  to  be  rsn,  according  to  law:   Provided,  alto. 

That  no  land*  reserved   from   sale  by  former   acta,  or 

,  lands  which  bare  been  directed  to  be  sold  in  town  lots, 

'  shall  be  sold  under  \hi»  act. 

j  •'  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  person  claim- 
ing a  preference  in  becoming  the  purchaser  of  a  tract 

\  of  land  in  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  make  known  his 
claim  by  delivering  a  notice,  in  writing,  to  the  register 

\  of  the  land  office  for  the  district  in  which  the  land  may 

i  lie,  wherein  he  shall  particularly  designate  the  quarter 
section  he  claims;  which  notice  the  register  shall  file 
in  his  office,  on  receiving  twenty-five  cents  from  the 

'  person  delivering  the  same.  And,  in  every  case  where 
it  shall  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  register  and 

'  receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the  land  oflice,  that  any 
person,  who  has  delivered  his  notice  of  claim,  is  enti- 
tled, according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  to  a  prefer- 
ence in  becoming  the  purchaser  of  a  quarter  section  of 

'  land,  such  person  so  entitled  shall  have  a  right  to  eii> 
ter  the  Raid  quarter  section,  or  half  thereof,  with  the 
register  of  the  land   office,  on  producing  his  receipt 

I  from  the  receiver  of  public   moneys  for  at  least  one 

I  twentieth  part  of  the  purchase  money,  as  in  case  of 

I  other  lands  sold  at  private  sale:  Provided,  That  all 
lands  to  be  sold  under  this  act,  which  shall  not  have 
been  previously  exposed  to  public  aale,  shall  be  entered 
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with  the  register  at  least  two  wsekt  before  the  tiaae 
which  may  be  appointed  for  the  commencement  of  the 
public  aale  thereof.  And  every  person,  having  a  right 
of  preference  in  becoming  the  purchaser  of  a  tract  of 
land,  who  shall  fail  ao  to  make  his  entry  with  the  re- 
gister within  the  time  prescribed,  bis  right  shall  be 
forfeited,  and  the  land,  by  him  claimed,  shall  be  offered 
at  public  sale  with  the  other  public  land*  in  the  dis- 
trict te  whish  it  belongs." 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  observed  that,  if  the 
change  of  system  were  favorable  to  speculators,  he 
should  be  found  in  the  negative.  But,sofar  froni  this 
being  the  fact,  he  considered  the  change  as  highly 
favorable  to  the  poor  man ;  and  he  argued  at  some 
length,  that  it  was  calculated  to  plant  in  the  new 
country  a  population  of  independent,  unembar- 
rassed freeholders ;  that  by  offering  the  lands  in 
eighty-acre  lots,  it  would  place  it  in  the  power  of 
almost  every  man  to  purchase  a  freehold,  the  price 
of  which  coidd  be  cleared  in  three  years ;  that  it 
would  cut  up  speculation  and  monopoly  ;  that  the 
money  paid  for  the  lands  would  be  carried  from 
the  State  or  country  from  which  the  purchaser 
should  remove ;  that  it  would  prevent  the  accumu- 
lation of  an  alarming  debt,  which  experience 
proved  never  would  and  never  could  be  paid. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  wasdccidedlv  op- 
posed to  the  bill,  because  he  conceived  it  would  be 
mjurious  to  the  interests  of  Louisiana,  and  of  the 
nation  at  large.  He  argued  that  the  present  sys- 
tem had  been  in  existence  twenty  years ;  that  the 
people  were  satisfied  with  it ;  that  the  country  had 
thriven  and  prospered  under  it;  that  the  change 
would  operate  oppressively  on  a  large  class  of  ac- 
tual settlers  in  Louisiana  and  elsewhere,  who  ought 
to  be  secured  by  some  provisions,  dtc. 

Mr.  RuGGLiU}  had  no  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment; but  he  spoke  to  show  that,  if  the  change 
took  place  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  total ;  that  he  should 
oppose  the  change  unless  the  price  was  reduced, 
and  the  land  oflered  in  half  quarter  section;?,  &c. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  despaired  of  defeat- 
ing the  bill  here,  but  expressed  his  hopes  that  it 
would  meet  its  fate  in  the  other  House.  Mr.  J. 
supported  the  amendment,  and  argued  at  some 
length  against  the  biU.  He  contended  that  no  sys- 
tem which  the  Grovernment  had  ever  adopted  had 
been  productive  of  so  much  bnefit  to  the  nation  as 
that  under  which  the  public  lands  had  heretofore 
been  disposed  of,  &,c. 

Mr.  Trimble  replied  to  certain  remarks  of  Mr. 
Edwaros  and  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  operation  of  the  land  system  in  Ohio, 
and  also  in  support  of  the  proposed  change- 
Mr.  Noble  next  rase,  and  entered  into  a  very 
particular  examination  of  the  system,  from  its  com- 
mencement, twenty-five  years  a^o,  up  to  the  present 
time,  to  show  the  impolicy  of  the  contemplated 
change,  and  the  propriety  of  the  amendment.  He 
replied  at  large  to  Mr.  King  and  others,  to  show 
that  it  would  be  easy  for  speculators  and  monopo- 
lists to  combine  and  destroy  competition  at  the 
public  sale,  to  purchase  up  tne  best  lands,  and  af- 
terwards to  extort  from  the  poor  an  exorbitant 
price,  to  bring  their  purchases  into  competition 
with  the  Government  lands,  dec. 


Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  replied,  and  Mr.  Noblb 
rejoined ;  after  which — 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  EowABtw's 
amendment,  and  negatived  as  follows: 

Ybas— Messrs.  Brown,  Edwsrds,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Logan,  Noble,  Smith, 
and  Thomas — 8. 

Navs-— Messrs.  Borrill,  Dana,  Dickerson,  Eaton, 
Elliot,  Gaillard,  Hunter,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
New  York,  Lanman,  Leake,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Miliar, 
Morril,  Noble,  Otis,  Palmer,  ParroU,  PlewanU,  Rof- 
gles,  Sanford,  Taylor,  Trimble.  Van  Dyke,  Walker, 
of  Alabama,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  Williams  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  Wilson— 28. 

Mr.  Noble  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  all  that  part  thereof  which  jM-ovides 
that  the  sales  shall  be  made  for  cash ;  and  leaving 
that  part  of  the  bill  which  directs  the  lands  to  be 
offered  for  sale  in  half  quarter  sections. 

This  motion  was  negatived,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
28  to  8,  the  members  present  voting  precisely  as  on 
the  preceding  question. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  offered  to  anaend 
j  the  bill  by  inserting  a  clause,  providing  substantially 
j  that  such  lands  as  should  not  bring  the  minimum 
'  price,  should,  after  remaining  unsold  a  certain  nimi- 
I  ber  of  years,  be  offered  at  a  less  price,  and,  after 
;  the  lapse  of  further  time,  at  a  still  less  price,  &c; 
i  which  motion  he  offered  on  the  ground  that  there 
;  was  in  Louisiana,  and  elsewhere,  a  great  deal  of 
I  land  which  would  never  bring  the  minimum  price, 
;  and  tlxat  it  ought,  in  due  time,  to  be  offered  at  such 
a  price  as  would  induce  its  purchase  and  settlement. 
\      The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Mellcn 
and  Lanman,  for  the  reason  chiefly  that  it  would 
i  be  premature  legislation ;  and  that,  even  if  the  pro- 
vision were  now  necessary,  it  would  be  better  to 
bring  it  forward  in  a  distinct  bill,  dec.    Mr.  Lbake 
;  concurred  in  the  expediency 'of  the  provision,  but 
not  connected  with  the  present  bill.  • 

The  motion  was  negatived  by  a  large  maionty. 
The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  fill  the  blanks. 
The  first  being  that  left  for  fixing  the  period  wheu 
the  new  system  shall  go  into  operation — 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  (chairman  of  the 
Land  Committee)  moved  to  hll  the  blank  with  the 
first  of  July  next. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  fill  it  with 
the  first  of  July,  1821.  This  motion  was  negatived  ; 
and  the  blank  was  then  filled,  as  moved  by  Mr. 
Williams. 

Mr.  Williams  next  moved  to  fill  the  blank  lett 
for  filing  the  minimum  price  of  lands,  with  the 
sum  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents;  wnich 
sum  had  been  agreed  on  by  the  Land  Committe^ 
as,  under  existing  circumstances,  the  most  fair  and 

reasonable.  .      ,  i     i      •  l 

Mr.  Eaton  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  one 

dollar  and  fifty  cents.  r    c  • 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  would  prefer  fixmg 

the  price  at  one  dollar  only.  ,.«.,«« 

Mt.  King,  of  New  York,  was  opposed  to  $1  50, 

and  in  favor  of  $1  25;  and,  after  some  remark. 

from  each  of  the  gendemen  m  support  of  their  dif- 

I  ferent  opinioiw — 


i\ 


487 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


488 


\\\ 


' :  , 


r  :< 


Sbnate. 


Property  Lost,  ^. 


March,  1820. 


The  blank  was  filled  with  one  doOar  and  twenty 
fiw  cents,  by  a  large  majonty. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

The  bill  further  suspending  the  sale  or  forfeiture 
of  lands,  for  non-payment,  was  also  taken  up,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Tbomab  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on 
Thursday  week,  ask  leave  to  mtroduce  a  bill  for 
giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  actual  settlers 
oa  the  public  Lands. 

PROPERTY  LOST,  Ac.  . 

The  bill  to  make  compensation  for  horses,  dec, 
lost  or  destroyed  in  the  Seminole  war,  was  taken 
up. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  after  sUting  that  there  had 
been  a  report  made  by  a  committee  of  the  other 
House,  which  he  understood  would  throw  consid- 
erable light  on  the  events  out  of  which  this  bill 
grew,  and  which  he  should  be  glad  to  examine 
before  it  was  finally  acted  on,  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Eaton  opposed  the  motion,  as  the  only  fact 
disclosed  by  the  report  referred  to,  which  could 
affect  the  bill,  was  provided  for  by  the  proviso  yes- 
terday added  to  the  bill. 

A  short  debate  followed  between  Mr.  Eaton 
and  Mr.  Pleasants,  entering  somewhat  into  the 
merits  of  the  bill ;  in  which  it  was  advocated  by 
the  former ;  and,  though  not  opposed  by  the  latter 
gentleman,  vet  he  offered  some  reasons  to  show 
why  it  would  be  better  and  cheaper  to  pay  the  full 
value  of  those  horses  in  the  first  mstance,  and  sell 
them  when  the  service  was  performed,  than  to 
pay  forty  cents  a  day  for  their  use,  and  then  allow 
compensation  for  such  losses  as  were  provided  for 
by  this  bill. 

The  discussion  ended  in  a  variation  of  the  mo- 
tion to  postpone  the  bill  to  Monday  next,  which 
was  agreed  to. 


THDBsnAY,  March  9. 
The  PREsinENT  communicated  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  entitled  "An  act 
resoecting  a  navigable  communication  between 
Lake  Erie  and  the  Ohio  river ;"  and  the  act  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals. 

The  PREsioENT  also  communicated  a  resolution 
of  the  same  Legislature,  respecting  a  pre-emption 
of  twelve  sections  of  land,  for  seats  of  justice  in 
new  counties ;  and  the  resolution  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  President  pro  tempore  of  the  Senate  .• 

I  tranamit  to  the  Senate  copies  of  aundry  papera, 
having  relation  to  the  treaty  of  22d  February,  1819, 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  which  have  been 
received  at  the  Department  of  State,  and  have  not  b<^ 
fore  been  communicated  to  the  Senate. 

„  J.\ME8  MONROE. 

Mabch  8,  1820. 

Th«  Message,  together  with  the  accompanying 


pspers,  were  read,  and  one  thoasand  copies  thereof 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RcGGLES,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Rosalie  P.  Deslonde ;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  meinoriaf  of  the 
I  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
remonstrating  against  any  change  in  the  revenue 
system  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claim*, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Dela- 
field,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution, 
that  the  praver  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted.     Tne  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMH,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  the  subject 
was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert 
Swartwout;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
referred,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  relief  for  sick 
and  disabled  seamen;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill,  de- 
claring the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  passed  on  the  nineteenth  day  of 
December,  1818 ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  erection  of  a  light-house  on  one  of 
the  Isles  of  Shoals,  near  PorUjraouth,  in  New 
Hampshire;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  DiCKERsoN,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill,  to 
provide  for  clothing  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
m  domestic  manufactures;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  L. 
Ogden,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  others,  madeare^ 
port,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Tho- 
mas L.  Ogden,  and  others.  The  report  and  bUl 
were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Ephraira  Hart, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution  that 
thepra/er  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  o?  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  upon  the  peti- 
tion of  William  C.  Kausler ;  and  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  Thursday 
next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Lefebvre,  and 
also  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  sufferers  by  fire 
at  Savannah,  in  Georgia,  were  read  the  second 
time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  year  1820,"  was  read  the  second 
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time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  an 
uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  Uni- 
ted Stales ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Vincent  Grant ;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  President  cooomunicated  a  n^port  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  obedience  to  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  1st  instant,  contain- 
ing a  statement  of  the  amount  of  the  two  per  cent, 
fund,  arising  from  the  sales  of  public  lands  in  the 
States  uf  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  to  the  30th 
of  September,  1819;  and  the  report  was  read. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  bill  making  further  provision  for  the  sale  of 
public  lands  was  read  a  third  time ;  ;ind,  on  the 
question,  "  Shall  this  bill  pass?"  it  wa.s  determined 
in  the  affirmative — yea.s  31,  nays  7,  as  follows: 

Ybab — Mesars.  Barrill,  Dana,  Dickerson,  Eaton, 
Elliot.  Gaillard,  Hunter,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
New  York,  Lanman,  Leake,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Mellen, 
Morril,  Otis,  Palmer,  Parrott,  PieaaanU,  IloberU,  Bog- 
glea,  Sanford.  Stokea,  Taylor,  Tichenor,  Trimble,  Van 
Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Williams  ot  Mississippi, 
Williams  of  Tennessee,  and  Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown.  Edwards,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Logan,  Noble,  and 
Smith. 

So  it  was  resolved  that  this  bill  pass,  and  that 
the  title  thereof  be,  "An  act  making  further  pro- 
vision for  the  sale  of  public  lands." 

The  bill  further  to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  sale  or  forfeiture  of  lands,  for  failure  in  com- 
pleting the  payment  thereon,  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Harding,  Giles  Harding,  John  Shute,  and 
John  Nichollsj  and  the  blank  having  been  filled 
with  "900,"  It  was  reported  to  the  House;  and, 
being  conciured  in,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Friday,  March  10. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  cf  Benjamin 
Wells,  reported  a  bill,  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Wells, 
and  others ;"  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  supplement- 
ary to  the  several  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land 
claims  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  Missouri 
Territory,  reported  the  same  with  an  amendment ; 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  more  effectu- 
ally to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes 
against  the  United  Sutes  and  for  other  purposes; 


and,  also,  the  bill  further  to  amend  the  judicial 
system  of  the  United  States,  reported  the  same, 
respectively,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  recommitted  the  report  heretofore 
made  upon  the  petition  of  Samuel  F.  Hoc^er, 
made  a  further  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolu- 
tion, that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not 
to  be  granted.  The  report  and  resolution  were 
read. 

Mr.  Mellen  gave  notice,  that,  on  Monday  next, 
he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  appor- 
tioning the  Representatives  in  the  Seventeenth 
Congress  to  be  elected  in  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  and  the  State  of  Maine. 

The  Senate  resimied  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
r«erred  the  petition  of  Ephraim  Hart ;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Mondav  next. 

The  Dill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Ogden  and 
others  ;  the  bill  to  provide  for  clothing  the  Army 
of  the  United  States  in  domestic  manufactures ; 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a  light-house 
on  one  of  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  near  Portsmouth, 
in  New  Hampshire;  the  bill  declaring  the  con- 
sent of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  Gteor- 
gio,  passed  the  19th  day  of  December,  1818;  the 
bill  K)r  the  relief  of  Robert  Swartwout ;  and,  also, 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rosalie  P.  Deslonde ;  were 
severally  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Roberts,  fro«a  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  Pot- 
ter, made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted.     The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Harding,  Giles  Harding, 
John  Shute,  and  John  Nicholls;  and  it  was  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Vincent  Grant,  authorizing  compensation  for  a 
house,  &c.,  destroyed  by  the  enemy  at  Buffalo,  in 
the  late  war. 

The  Senate  occupied  some  time  in  examining 
the  merits  of  this  case,  to  ascertain  if  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  property  by  the  American  troops  was 
such  a  one  as  Lad  been  recognised  by  the  Senate 
as  entitling  the  case  to  relief  The  discussion  wat 
entered  into  by  Messrs.  Wilson,  Bdrhill,  Smith, 
Otis,  Lanman,  Van  Dyke,  Roberts,  and  Lo- 
Thebill  was  ultimately  postponed  to  Wed- 


QAN. 


nesday,  for  further  evidence  of  the  facts. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolution  to  authorize  the  publication  of  part  of 
the  secret  Journal  of  Congress  under  the  Articles 
of  Confederation,  in  which  resolution  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  H.  Piatt,  together  with  the  amendment 
proposed  thereto;  and  the  further  consideratioa 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next 
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Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  respectmg  the 
boundary  line,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  ascertain  and 
designate  certain  boundaries ;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  inCommittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  providing  for 
the  better  organization  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  appoint  a  receiver  of  public  moneys  and  register 
of  the  land  office  for  the  district  of  Lawrence 
county,  in  the  Arkansas  Territory,"  and  no  amend- 
ment having  been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to 
the  House,  and  passed  to  the  third  reading. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
PREsmENT  OP  THE  Uniteo  States  : 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .- 

I  trtnsmit  to  Congrew  a  report  from  the  Director  of 
the  Mint,  of  the  opertlions  of  thit  iDstitution  daring 
the  last  year. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Mahcr  10,  1820. 

The  Message,  together  with  the  accompanying 
report,  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Mary  Cassin,  widow  and  administratrix  of  Pat- 
rick Cassin,  deceased  ;  and  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  sufferers  by  fire,  at 
Savannah,  in  Georgia ;  and  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  consideration  : 
..  Resolved,  That,  from  and  after  the ,  the  regu- 
lations and  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
concerning  navigation,"  passed  on  the  18th  day  of 
April,  1818,  be,  and  hereby  are,  extended  and  made 
applicable  to  the  colony  or  island  of  Bermuda,  to  the 
Providence  or  Bahama  islands,  and  to  all  other  colo- 
nies, islands,  and  places  under  the  dominion  of  Great 
Britain,  in  the  West  Indies,  which  are  not  now  in- 
cluded within  the  regulations  and  provisions  of  the  act 
aforesaid. 

Reaohed,  That,  from  and  after  the ,  no  goods, 

wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  imported  into  the 
United  States  from  the  province  of  New  Brunswick, 
the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  the  island  of  Newfound'- 
laod,  or  H-i  dependencies,  the  colony  or  island  of  Ber- 
muda, the  Providence  or  Bahama  islands,  or  any 
of  them  ;  or  from  any  other  province,  colony,  island, 
or  place,  under  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain,  in 
the  West  Indies,  except  such  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, only,  as  are  truly  of  the  growth,  produce, 
or  manufacture,  of  the  province,  colony,  or  place  from 
which  the  same  shall  be  directly  imported  into  the 
United  Sutes ;  and  that  all  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
oitndise,  prohibited  to  be  imported  into  the  United 

States  as  aforesaid,  which,  after  the  said ,  shall  be 

imported  or  attempted  to  be  imported  into  the  United 


Sutes,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  set,  shall  b« 
liable  to  seizure  and  forfeiture  to  the  United  States. 

^CLAIMS  FOR  PROPERTY  LOST,  Ac.    y 
The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Gabriel  Godfroy,  (making  him  compensation  for 
a  bam  destroyed  by  the  United  Statw  troops,  in 
the  battle  of  the  River  Raisin.] 

This  bill  gave  rise  to  considerable  discussion, 
chiefly  on  the  propriety  of  allowing  compensation 
for  damage  done  by  a  soldier,  when  it  was  not  in 
evidence  that  he  acted  by  the  command  of  an 
officer.  But  this  case  derived  no  little  interest 
from  the  great  gallantry  of  the  act  which  gave  rise 
to  this  claim. 

The  anecdote,  as  related  by  Mr.  Trimble,  and 
confirmed  by  oth«T  gentlemen  from  the  West,  was 
briefly  this:  In  the  combined  attack  by  the  Brit- 
ish and  Indians  on  General  Winchester's  army  at 
the  river  Raisin,  the  enemy  derived  great  advan- 
tage from  a  barn  within  short  rifle  shot  of  the 
picketing  of  the  American  camp,  by  means  of 
which  they  were  not  only  .sheltered,  but  enabled 
to  fire  into  the  pickets.  It  was  all-important  that 
the  barn  should  be  destroyed,  and  the  enemy  dis- 
lodged. The  soldier  in  question,  at  the  almost 
certain  sacrifice  of  his  life,  rushed  from  the  pick- 
ets to  the  barn  with  a  torch  and  set  it  on  fire,  and 
had  the  good  fortune  to  escape  the  bullets  that 
were  showered  at  him.  It  wa.s  this  bam,  which 
the  soldier's  torch  destroyed,  that  compensation 
was  prayed  for. 

Messrs.  Ruqqles,  Trimble,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Smith,  Looan,  Williamh,  and  Momil, 
took  part  in  the  discussion,  which  ended  (after  the 
failiire  of  a  motion  to  postpone  the  bill)  in  order- 
ing it  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Lefebvre  was 
next  taken  up,  [to  make  payment  for  property 
destroyed  in  the  late  war  at  New  Orleans;)  and 
after  being  earnestly  contested  between  Messrs. 
Johnson  of  Louisiana  and  Brown  for  the  bill, 
and  Mr.  Roberts  against  it,  it  was  also  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  thml  reading. 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  establish  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy; 
and  having  proceeded  as  far  as  the  second  section 
thereof,  which  provides  for  the  appointment,  by  the 
district  judges,  of  commissioners  of  bankruptcy- 
Mr.  Burrill  observed  that  he  had  an  objection 
to  the  provisions  of  this  section.  He  would  prefer 
that  these  commissioners  should  be  appointed  in 
such  numbers  as  might  from  time  to  time  be 
deemed  necessary,  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  Mr.  B.  moved  so  to  amend  the  section 
as  to  make  it  conform  to  his  wishes. 

Mr.  Otis  veas  in  favor  of  the  amendment.  Un- 
der the  former  system  the  commissioners  were 
originally  appointed  by  the  judges  ;  but  it  was  after- 
wards found  proper  to  transfer  their  appointment 
to  the  ExccuUve,  and  the  mode  was  accordingly 
altered.  Mr.  O.  observed,  however,  that  instead 
of  bestowing  the  time  and  labor  of  the  Senate  on 
the  consideration  of  amendments  which  after  all 
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might  be  thrown  away,  he  thought  it  would  be 
better  for  gentlemen  who  were  opposed  in  princi- 

Ele  to  a  bankrupt  system  to  state  their  objections 
efore  the  details  of  the  bill  were  considered,  that 
it  might  be  seen  what  prospect  there  was  of  any 
system  at  all  prevailing. 

Mr.  Macon  was  adverse  to  the  amendment. 
He  considered  it  more  proper  for  the  court  to  ap- 
point these  commissioners  than  for  the  Executive. 
The  system  ought  to  be  altogether  judicial.  The 
courts  appointed  their  clerks,  dec.,  and  they  would 
be  better  acquainted  with  the  qualifications  and 
fitness  of  individuals  to  be  selected  for  commis- 
sioners, in  the  diflerent  States,  than  the  President 
could  be.  He  had  always  thought  it  would  have 
been  better,  under  the  old  system,  for  the  courts  to 
have  continued  to  make  the  appointments.  The 
change  had  taken  place  early  in  Mr.  Jefferson's 
administration,  when  feelings  were  very  warm,  and 
might  have  been  in  some  degree  the  result  of  polit- 
ical feeling. 

Mr.  Burrill  had  witnessed  the  operation  of  the 
latter  mode  in  his  part  of  the  country,  and  had 
considered  it  the  most  proper,  and  it  had  given 
most  satisfaction.  He  thought  the  appointment  by 
the  Executive  would  be  the  most  likely  mode  to 
prevent  partiality  or  favoritism.  The  judge  might 
select  three  commissioners  out  of  the  whole  num- 
ber appointed  by  the  President ;  and  Mr.  B.  would 
be  in  favor  of  a  large  number  being  appointed  by 
the  President  with  that  view. 

Mr.  Macon  referred  to  instances  to  show  that 
to  give  appointments  to  the  President  and  Senate 
did  not  always  insure  honest  officers;  and  was 
still  of  opinion  that  the  judges  would  be  better  able 
to  appoint  proper  persons  in  their  own  districts. 

Mr.  Otis  observed,  in  substance,  that  the  office 
of  commissioner  was  itself  a  judicial  office,  and 
one  of  great  power  and  responsibility,  and  involved 
the  exercise  of  duties,  in  some  respects  equal  to 
those  of  the  judge  himself  Mr.  O.  had  considered 
the  change  made  in  the  old  system  as  beneficial, 
and  was  of  opinion  that,  to  commit  the  appoint- 
ment of  men  to  whom  were  confided  duties  so  im- 
porunt  and  of  so  high  a  character  to  the  district 
judges,  would  be  inexpedient. 

Mr.  DiCKERSON  was  also  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment. There  were  cases  in  which  appeal  would 
be  had  from  the  commissioners  to  the  very  ludge 
who  would  appoint  them,  unless  the  amendment 
prevailed.  This,  he  thought,  would  be  improper, 
and  of  itself  showed  the  expediency  of  vesting  the 
appointment  in  the  President.  It  would  prevent 
the  appointment  of  prejudiced  or  partial  persons, 
and  be  more  likely  to  produce  equity  and  fairness 
in  all  cases,  dbc. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to  ;  when 
Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  presuming  there  would 
be  many  other  amendments  offered  to  the  details 
of  the  bill,  moved,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  time 
for  their  preparation,  and  aJso  for  considering  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  which  was  now  fully  under 
consideration,  to  postpone  it  to  Monday  ;  which 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

And  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow. 


MoNOAY,  March  13. 
The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  William  March  ;  and  the  report  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 
Mr.^AYLOR,  from  the  Conunitlee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
John  F.  Ross  and  others,  in  behalf  of  William 
Conner,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
granting  to  William  Conner  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion to  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land ;  and 
the  report  and  bill  were  read,  and  the  bill  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

,  Mr.  Mellen  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  apportioning  the  Representatives  in 
the  Seventeenth  Congress  to  be  elected  in  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts  and  the  State  of 
Maine,  and  for  other  purposes ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Dickerbon,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  the  subject 
was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  the  district 
of  Pearl  river ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading.  » 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  consideration,  as  an  additional  rule : 
No  person  except  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
senUlives,  their  Clerk,  Heads  of  the  Eiecutive  Depart- 
ments, Chaplains  of  Congress,  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  Attorney  General  of  the  United  Sutes, 
Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Board,  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, persons  viho  have  been  members  of  the  Senate, 
House  of  Representatives,  or  heads  of  the  Executive 
Departments,  persons  who  by  name  have  received  the 
thanks  of  Congress  for  their  good  conduct  ia  the  land 
or  naval  service  of  the  United  Slates,  the  SecreUry  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  Governors  of  any 
of  the  States  and  foreign  Ministers  resident  at  the  Seat 
of  Government,  shall  be  admitted  on  the  floor  of  the 
Senate. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Trimble, 
Re^dc^,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
cause  to  be  communicated  to  the  Senate,  a  state- 
ment of  the  quantity  of  land  which  has  been  sold, 
the  quantity  which  remains  unsold,  and  the  amount 
of  sales  in  each  land  district  in  the  States  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois,  respectively. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  report  heretofore  made  upon  the 
petition  of  Samuel  F.  Hooker ;  and,  in  concurrence 
therewith,  resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  wh^m  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  Potter ;  and,  in  con- 
currence therewith,  resolved,  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  ascertain  and  designate  certain  boun- 
daries ;  and.  also,  the  bill  supplementary  to  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Wells 
and  others;"  were  severally  read  the  second  time. 
The  resolution  authorizing  the  publication  of 
part  of  the  secret  Journal  of  Congress  under  the 
Articles  of  Confederation,  was  read  the  second 
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time,  and  referreu  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

'The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Harding,  Giles 
Harding,  John  Shute,  and  John  Nicholls,  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gabriel  Godfroy  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  W  Joseph  Lefebvre  was 
Tead  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bUl  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Pres- 
ideiit  of  the  United  States  to  appoint  a  receiver  of 
^^  i^  moneys  and  register  of  the  land  office  for 
the  district  of  Lawrence  county,  in  the  Arkansas 

"Titory,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

ye  Senate  resumed  the  engrossed  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  a 
late  canapaign  against  the  Seminole  Indians  ;  and 

•.  «"?^.       consideration  thereofwas  postponed  un- 
til Wednesday  next. 

xx^^?  Senate  resumed,  as  m  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Mary  Cassin,  widow  and  administratrix  of  Pat- 
rick Cassin,  deceased ;  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House! 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  Ume. 
Ihe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
V\  hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supnleinentarv 
to  the  several  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims 
in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  Missouri  Territory 
together  with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands ;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereofwas  postponed  until  Wednes- 
day ne.xt. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  more  effec- 
tually to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  against  the  United  States  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bUl  further  to 
amend  the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States  • 
and  the  same  having  been  amended,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to-mor- 
row. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bOl  to  provide  for 
clothing  the  Army  of  the  United  Sutes  in  domes- 
tic manufactures;  and  the  further  consideration 
ther«)f  was  postponed  until  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
VVhole,  the  consideration  of  the  bUl  to  authorize 
the  erection  of  a  light-house  on  one  of  the  Isles  of 
Shoals  near  Portsmouth,  in  New  Hampshire ;  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Wednesday  next.   . 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  declaring  the 
consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of 
J-eorgia,  P^  the  nineteenth  day  of  December, 
iai8 ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  gave  notice  that,  on 
T^^r^^'l  °'f-^'>^  '^^'^d  a^  leave  to  bring  m 
a  Wl  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  public  land. 

ihe  benate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
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Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Robert  Swartwout ;  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time* 
xxA.  I  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of-  the 
VVhole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Rosalie  P.  Deslonde ;  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time! 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  bankrupt  bill  having,  according  to  the  or-  , 
der  of  the  day,  been  taken  up 

Mr.  Oris  observed,  that  though  he,  and  he  pre- 
sumed other  gentlemen,  held  themselves  in  readi- 
ness to  examine  and  reply  to  the  common  objec- 
tions made  to  this  act,  yet  he  felt  unwilling  to 
occupy  time  by  an  eulogium  upon  a  system,  or 
arguments  in  its  favor,  which  were  probably  fa- 
miliar to  all.  It  was  an  act  of  immense  import- 
ance, to  which  the  public  looked  with  anxious  ex- 
pectation, and,  unless  he  was  entitled  to  augur 
from  gentlemen  an  universal  dispcsition  in  its 
ftvor,  he  wished  some  of  them  would  favor  the 
benate  with  their  objections. 

Mr.  Eaton  said  he  wished  for  a  discu.<ision  upon 
the  merits  of  the  bill,  and  moved  to  postpone  it  to 
1  hursday,  and  make  it  the  order  of  the  day  ;  which 
after  notice  of  an  amendment  which  Mr.  Dicker- 
son  said  he  should  move  in  regard  to  some  of  the 
excepted  classes,  was  agreed  to. 


Tuesday,  Miirch  14. 
Mr.  Sanfohd  presented   the  memorial   of  the 
Ocean  Steamship  Company,  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  praying  a  law  may  be  passed  authorizing 
theissmngorregi.«;ter3for  their  steam  vessels  to 
the  memorialists,  in  their  corporate  name,  and  au- 
thorizing the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
issue  commissions  to  the  persons  commanding  the 
same,  or  m  anv  other  mode  to  invest   them  with 
the  character  of  public  vessels-,  and  also  allowing 
the  usual  drawback  on  all  foreign  coals  and  sea 
storw  actually  consumed  and  to  be  consumed  on 
board  the  said  steam  packets,  under  certain  re- 
strictions and  regidations ;  and  also  directing  the 
Postmaster  General  to  contract  with  them  for  the 
transportation  of  the  public  foreign  maib  ;  and  the 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 

Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 

the  Navy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1820," 

reported  the  same  without  -tmendment. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Pierre  Denis  de  la  Ronde ;  and  the 
bill  was  twice  r<ad  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Hdnter,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Ga- 
briel Winter,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
to  authorize  the  legal  representatives  of  Elisha 
Winter  and  William  Winter  to  institute  a  bill  in 
equity  in  the  nature  of  a  petition  of  right  against 
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the  United   States;  and   the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  MoHRiL,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  the  subjects  were  respectively  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  ol  John  Rodriguez ;  a 
oil!  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Prevost ;  and  also  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Milne ;  and  the  bills 
were  severally  twice  read  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Logan  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Dobson  and  others,  of  Missouri,  praying  certain 
privileges  in  consideration  of  their  services  in  de- 
fending the  frontier  of  that  Territory  against  the 
agressions  of  the  Indians ;  and  the  memorial  was 
rrad,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and  oth- 
ers ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Wilson,  it  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Ephraim  Hart;  and,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Sanford,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Uble. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  William  C.  Kausler  ;  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  sick  and  disabled  seamen 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  resolutions  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  on  the  10th 
instant,  concerning  navigation. 

Mr.  King  explained  pretty  much  at  large  his 
riews  in  offering  the  resolutions,  and  the  reasons 
which  he  conceived  should  induce  this  Govern- 
ment to  adopt  the  policy  which  they  suggested ; 
after  which  the  resolutions  were,  on  his  motion, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  the  pa- 
pers and  documents  in  support  of  the  claim  of 
George  Waters  to  a  pension  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
referred,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  the  district  of 
Blakeley  ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  D.  also  gave  notice,  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  provide  for 
the  punishment  of  piracy  and  other  crimes. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  rule  submitted  yester- 
day by  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  to  prescribe  what 
persons  shall  be  admitted  on  the  floor  of  the  Sen- 
ate ;  which,  having  been  amended,  and  after  un- 
dergoing some  discussion,  was  postponed,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  to  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  gave  notice,  that, 
to-morrow,  he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  change  the  port  of  entry  for  the  district  of  Te- 
che,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

The  bill  apportioning  the  Representatives  in  the 
Seventeenth  Congress,  to  be  elected  in  the  Com- 


monwealth of  Massachusetts  and  the  State  of 
Maine,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  readthe  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

The  bill  granting  to  William  Conner  the  right 
of  pre-emption  to  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
land,  and  also  the  bill  to  establish  the  district  of 
Pearl  river,  were  severally  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  prov.iding  for 
the  better  organization  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Swartwout  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  LowRiE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Susan 
Berzat,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Gabriel 
Ber/at,  deceased,  and  the  report  and  bill  were  read 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rosalie  P.  Deslonde 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  or  Mary  Cassin,  widow 
and  administratrix  of  Patrick  Cassin,  deceased, 
was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  certain  suflferers  by  fire  at  Savannah,  in  Georgia, 
and  the  further  consideration  thereofwas  postponed 
until  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Thomas  L.  Ogden  and  others ;  and,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Wilson,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the  Navy  for  the  year 
1820,  having  been  reported  from  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee, by  Mr.  Pleasants,  without  aniendment-— 

The  Senate  took  up  the  said  bill  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Pleasants  took  It  brief  view  of  the  details 
of  the  bill,  explaining  the  reasons  for  different  items 
of  appropriation ;  the  amount  of  naval  force  in- 
tended to  be  employed  in  the  present  year ;  where 
and  how  to  be  employed ;  the  necessity  therefor, 
&c.;  after  which,  no  amendment  being  offered,  the 
bill  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
and  was  read  a  third  time  by  general  consent, 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  other  House. 

NEW  JUDICIAL  CIRCUIT. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  bill  to  amend  the 
judicial  system  of  the  United  States,  being  the  bill 
to  form  a  new  judicial  circuit  of  the  States  of 
Tennessee  and  Alabama,  and  for  the  appointment 
of  a  circuit  judge  therefor. 

On  this  bill  a  debate  of  considerable  length  took 
place — not  from  any  diversity  of  opinion  on  the 
propriety  of  affording  some  judicial  assistance  in 
relieving  the  dockets  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky, 
particularly  the  latter,  from  the  vast  accumulation 
of  business  in  their  courts,  and  of  extending  some 
relief  to  the  judge  of  the  eighth  circut,  but  on  the 
mode  of  doing  it ;  whether  by  creating  a  new- 
circuit,  with  a  circuit  judge,  or  by  extending  circuit 


y 


499 


SniATR. 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


Lottitiana  Land  Clainu. 


500 


mabob,  ino. 


powers  to  district  judges,  &.c.,  and  generally  on 
the  organization  of  the  federal  judiciary  in  the 
Western  and  Southwestern  States,  &c.  Messrs. 
Williams,  of  Tennessee,  Ruogles,  Bdrrill, 
Lanxan,  Brown,  Kmo,  of  Alabama,  Smith, 
Eaton,  Logan,  Leake,  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 
and  Walker,  of  Alabama,  took  part  in  the  dis- 
cussion. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate  Mr.  Brown  moved 
to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  some  modifications 
which  had  been  suggested  in  the  course  of  the  dis- 
cussion ;  but,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Williams, 
of  Tennessee,  to  postpone  the  bill  until  Thursday 
next ;  which  was  agreed  to. 


WenNESDAY,  March  15. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  petition  of  Mark 
Bamett  and  William  Perry,  heirs  of  Colonel  Wil- 
liam Perry,  deceased,  praviog  the  privilege  of  lo- 
cating a  certain  tract  of  land  belonging  to  their 
ancestor  ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  submitted  the 
following  motion  for  consideration  : 

Raolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
inctructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering 
the  time  of  holding  the  district  court  withm  the  Sute 
of  MiasiMippi. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committeeon  the  Judiciary, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  apportioning  the 
representatives  in  the  Seventeenth  Congress  to  be 
elected  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
and  the  State  of  Maine,  and  for  other  purposes, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  DiCKERSON  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  respecting  piracy,  and  other  crimes ; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  purchasers 
of  the  public  lands ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
pa.ssed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  to  establish  the  District  of  Blakeley ; 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  legal  representatives  of 
Elisha  Winter  and  William  Winter  to  institute  a 
bill  m  equity  in  the  nature  of  a  petition  of  right, 
against  the  United  States ;  and,  also,  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Gabriel 
Berzat,  deceased  ;  were  severally  read  the  second 
time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1820,"  in  which  bill  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  engrossed  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  a 
late  campaign  against  the  Seminole  Indians  ;  and 
the  fu/ther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tht 


Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  more  effect- 
ually to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  against  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes ;  and  the  farther  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Vincent  Grant,  (to  in- 
demnify him  for  the  loss  of  a  house  destroyed  by 
the  enemy  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  in  the  late  war, 
on  account,  as  he  alleged,  of  its  occupation  as  a 
depot  of  Naval  stores,  Ac,  for  the  United  Sutes' 
service)  was  taken  up. 

Some  time  was  spent  on  this  bill,  in  which  Mr. 
Wilson  stated  the  grounds  on  which  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  made  up  their  report ;  and  in  the 
investigation  of  the  facts  set  forth,  Mr.  Bcrrill 
and  Mr.  Smith  entered;  the  latter  gentleman 
particularly  spoke  at  some  length  in  examining 
this  case,  to  show  that  the  evidence  of  the  facts 
suted  was  unsatisfactory  ;  and  adverted  to  several 
cases  of  imposition  on  the  Government,  to  show 
the  neces.sity  of  great  caution  in  deciding  favorably 
on  such  claims. 

Onthequestion  of  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative, 
without  a  division,  and  the  bill  of  course  rejected. 

I  LOUISIANA  LAND  CLAIMS. 

i  The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  supplementary  to 
j  the  several  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims 
I  (under  French  and  Spanish  grants)  in  the  State 
;  of  Louisiana  and  Territories  of  Missouri  and 
;  Arkansas. 

A  substitute,  heretofore  reported  by  the  Commit- 
j  teeon  Public  Lands,  to  the  bill  originally  introduced 
!  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  was  the  matter  first 
I  under  consideration. 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  Messrs. 

[  Smith,  Brown,   Williamh.  of  Mississippi,  and 

I  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  on  a  wish  expressed    by 

the  first  named  gentleman  to  postpone  the  bill  for 

;  a  few  days  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  time  to  act 

j  on  a  memorial  from  certain  persons  claiming  land 

in   West  Florida  under  British  grants,  to  adjust 

which  it  might  be  proper  to  incorporate  provisions 

in  the  present  bill.     Being  satisfied,  however,  by 

the  explanations  of  the  friends  of  the  bill,  that  there 

was  no  necessary  connexion  between  the  present 

bill  and  the  claims  referred  to  by  Mr.  S.  he  waived 

his  motion  to  postpone  the  bill. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  renewed  the  motion  to 
defer  the  consideration  of  the  bill.  He  wished  a 
day  or  two  to  examine  the  provisions  of  the  bill, 
which  were  numerous,  and  which  proposed  to 
adjust  claims  of  immense  magnitude:  headverted 
briefiy  to  the  nature  of  these  claims,  to  show  that 
it  might  appear,  on  investigation,  to  be  expedient 
to  devise  some  different  mode  of  obtaining  and 
authenticating  evidence  in  the  cases,  and  of  pro- 
viding some  tribunal  for  the  final  settlement  ofthe 
claims,  different  from  Congress,  which  he  con- 
ceived not  the  best  constituted  tribunal  for  the  ad- 
judication of  questions  such  as  those  involved  in 
the  definitive  settlement  of  these  land  titles. 

-Mr.  Brown  replied,  and  went  somewhat  into 
the  merits  of  the  bill,  and  the  nature  of  the  claims 
to  be  adjusted,  to  obviate  the  objections  of  Mr.  K. 
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He  did  not,  however,  object  to  a  short  postpone- 
ment of  the  bill,  if  desired  for  further  examination ; 
and  the  bill  was  postponed  to  Friday. 

JOHN  H.  PIATT. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Piatt,  (providing 
for  the  equiuble  adjustment  of  his  claims  against 
the  Government  for  supplying  the  Northwestern 
army  in  the  late  war.)  ,) 

The  amount  which  the  bill  would  admit  to  the 
credit  of  the  petitioner  is  very  considerable,  and 
the  Senate  were  occupied  until  after  4  o'clock  in 
a  very  close  and  laborious  investigation  of  the  facts 
of  the  ca.se,  and  the  multifarious  circumstances 
and  voluminous  documents  connected  with  it. 
Messrs.  Wilson,  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Lowrie, 
LooAN,  RuocLEs,  Trimble,  Lanman,  Lloyd, 
One,  BuaRIL^  Van  Dyke,  and  Morril,  entered 
largely  into  the  examination  of  the  subject,  but  the 
Senate  had  not  decided  on  it  when  (a  motion,  by 
Mr.  Lowrie,  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims  for  a  report  on  the  case  in  detail 
being  under  consideration)  the  Senate  adjourned. 

*Thur8Day,  March  16. 

Mr.  Stokes  submitted  the  following  motmn  for 
consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  be  inatnicted  to  inquire  into  the  eipe- 
diency  of  hawing  buovii  placed  at  the  aeveral  inteta, 
•nd  on  aoine  of  ihe'ahoale,  on  the  coaut  of  North 
Carolina. 


Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Edward  McCarthy, 
and  the  same  was  twice  read,  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  asked  and  obumed 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  change  the  port  of  entry 
for  the  district  of  Teche,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
and  the  same  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 

reading.  .  ,,  _, 

Mr.  Otic  presented  the  petition  of  Henrv  G. 
Rice,  of  Boston,  praying  the  benefit  of  drawback 
on  nine  bales  of  colored  cottons,  imported  from 
Calcutta  and  exported  to  Leghorn  ;  and  the  pe- 
tition was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Finance. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  John  Delafield  ;  and,  in 
concurrence  therewith,  resolved  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Roggles  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  grant  to  the 
State  of  Ohio  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  certain 
sections  of  land. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  15th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  inauire  into  the 
expediency  of  altering  the  time  of  holding  the 
district  court  within  the  State  of  Mississippi ;  and 
agreed  thereto.  .    . 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  for  the 


year  1820,"  was  read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  bill  respecting  piracy  and  other  crimes  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Piatt^the  motion  to 
recommit  the  case  to  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
for  a  detailed  report  of  the  facts,  offered  yesterday 
by  Mr.  Lowrie,  being  still  under  consideration ; 
which  motion  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Williams, 
of  Tennessee,  so  modified  as  to  refer  the  subject  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

After  a  good  deal  of  discussion,  on  the  motion 
for  reference,  and,  incidentally,  on  the  merits  of 
the  case,  between  Messrs.  Williams,  of  Tennessee, 
BoRRiLL,  Trimble,  Leake,  King,  of  Alabama, 
Wilson,  Ruggles,  Macon,  Johnson,  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  Van  Dyke,  the  bill  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senate  then,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  restmied  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  estab- 
lish a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout 
the  nation. 

Mr.  Smith,  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, which  prepared  the  bill,  explained  the  rea- 
sons which  induced  the  committee  to  report  the 
bill :  net  that  the  proposition  to  enact  sucn  a  law 
had  received  the  decided  approbation  of  the  whole 
committee,  or  of  himself  in  particular,  but  because 
it  was  a  su'bject  of  great  magnitude  and  impor- 
tance to  society,  on  the  policy  of  which  it  was 
proper  for  the  Senate  to  have  the  opportunity  of 
deliberating  in  a  systematic  and  matured  shape. 
Mr.  S.  offered  a  few  reasons  which  inclined  him 
at  present  to  vote  against  the  bill;  though  he 
would  not  say  that  it  might  riot  receive  such  a 
form— he  should  himself  assist  in  giving  it  such 
a  one — as  to  obtain  hb  supnort.  However,  he 
thought  it  incumbent  on  the  friends  of  the  system 
to  come  forward  and  establish  the  necessity  and 
sustain  the  expediency  of  the  measure,  &c. 

Mr.  DicKERSON  made  the  motion  which  he  had 
intimated  on  Monday,  to  strike  out  one  or  two  of 
the  excepted  classes  ;  but  subsequently  waived  his 
motion  to  give  place  to  the  motion  made  by  Mr. 
Eaton. 

Mr.  Otis,  of  Massachusetts,  observed,  that  he 
felt  no  other  objection  to  state  the  general  princi- 
ples that  would  govern  him  in  voting  for  a  bank- 
rupt act.  but  what  arose  from  a  reluctance  to  appear 
to  be  oiSering  explanations  of  a  system  to  those 
whose  information  upon  most  subjects  was  more 
ample,  and  upon  this  not  less  so  than  his  own.  It 
was  a  subject  familiar  to  many,  and,  as  he  had 
thought,  not  entirely  novel  in  the  researches  of  any 
honorable  member ;  but  as  it  seemed  to  be  wirfied 
that  the  friends  of  the  bill  should  advance  in  its 
support,  he  would  make  a  few  ^general  and  desul- 
tory remarks,  rather  by  way  of  invitation  to  debate, 
than  as  a  professed  examination  of  the  subject  at 
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large,  or  an  anticipation  of  objections.     By  a  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy  he  meant  a  legal  provision, 
whereby  the  creditors  of  a  man,  whose  occupation 
was  buying  and  selling,  might,  in  certain  events, 
arrest  him  in  his  career  to  ruin,  take  his  effects  from 
his  hands,  divide  them  among  themselves,  punish 
the  fraudulent,  restore  a  pittance  to  the  honest,  and 
the  honest  himself  to  the  society  to  which  he  was 
lost.    There  was  not,  he  said,  either  of  the  partic- 
ulars in  this  definition,  that  any  man  could  say 
was  unworthy  of  legislative  care,  and  they  were 
all  of  a  nature  to  merit  the  attention  and  efforts  of 
the  Senate  to  embrace  them  in  a  system,  such  as 
had  been  adopted  m  other  commercial  nations. 
The  proposition  was  one  in  regard  to  which,  gen- 
erally, no  Constitutional  question  could  be  raised. 
The  power  of  making  laws  upon  the  subject  of 
bankruptcy  was  distinctly  enumerated ;  and  it  was 
the  only  express  power  given  by  the  Constitution, 
(excepting  that  of  fixing  the  standard  of  weights 
and  measures,)  the  execution  of  which  was  not 
provided  for  by  permanent  laws.     This  was  a  cu- 
rious fact,  for  the  existence  of  which  it  would,  he 
thought,  be  difficult  to  afford  a  reasonable  and  sat- 
isfactory explanation.     His  own  opinion  was,  that 
Congress  were  in  duty  bound  to  give  effect  to  the 

g)wer.     The  powers  vested  in  Congress  by  the 
oostitution  were  of  two  kinds :  the  first  consisted 
of  those  which  had  reference  to  the  pennanent 
condition  and  ordinary  wants  of  society,  such,  for 
example,  as  the  authority  to  lay  taxes,  regulate 
commerce,  establish  courts  of  justice,  and  a  variety 
of  other  cases ;  the  other  kind  was  intended  to 
meet  the  occasional  and  varying  exigencies  of  the 
country,  such  as  raising  armies,  buuding  navies, 
borrowing  monev,  and  other  provisions,  which  are 
readily  discerned  upon  a  perusal  of  the  specified 
powers.     Who  then  can  doubt  for  a  moment  that 
the  Constitution  always  intended,  that  the  .laws 
Ettade  under  it  should  be  accommodated  to  the  dis- 
tinct wants  of  the  great  community,  and  that  laws 
for  the  prevention  and  redress  of  mischief,  spring- 
ing perpetually  from  the  common  intercourse  of 
society,  should  be  always  in  force ;  while  those  only 
should  be  temporary  which  were  adapted  to  the 
great  mutationT of  national  affairs 

The  framers  of  the  Constitution  intended  to  ap- 
ply effectual  remedies  to  the  real  defects  of  the  old 
Confederation,  and  not  speculate  upon  imaginary 
possibilities.  Each  enumwated  power  is  no  other 
than  a  description  of  such  a  remedy  for  a  correla- 
tive imperfection,  and  was  never  meant  to  be  re- 
garded as  a  dead  letter.  It  follows,  from  these 
principles,  that  the  clause  vesting  in  Congress  the 
faculty  of  making  laws  on  the  subject  of  bank- 
ruptcy, has  respect  to  a  condition  in  society  exist- 
ing at  the  lime — to  an  evil  ingrafted  upon  the 
stock  of  society  itself,  and  forever  shooting  forth 
m  exuberance.  The  misfortunes  of  trade  are  of 
all  times  and  all  places.  The  poor  ye  have  always 
with  you;  and  the  misfortunes  and  the  frauds 
^w  up  together.  Congress  is  then  a  trustee  for 
the  nation,  for  the  execution  of  a  power  that  should 
never  be  dormant,  because  the  objects  of  the  trust 
have  nev^  ceased  to  prefer  their  claims  to  its  ben- 
nt«,  aQ44»«  always  in  need  of  them.     The  States 


have  divested  themselves  of  the  means  of  doing 
justice  between  creditors  and  debtors,  in  the  moS 
effectual  manner,  under  a  special  confidence  that 
Congress  would  act  for  them  in  this  behalf   There 
IS  then,  he  said,  no  discretion  left  to  Congress,  ex- 
cept as  to  the  mode  and  the  time.     They  cannot 
consistently  with  justice  refrain,  in  this  almost  sol- 
itary instance,  from  giving  effect  to  one  of  the  pur- 
poses for  which  the  Constitution  was  framed,  unless 
It  can  be  made  to  appear  that  the  time  has  not  yet 
arrived,  or  is  unfavorable.     In  respect,  then,  to  the 
time, all  the  inducements  which  existed  at  the  epoch 
of  the  Constitution  for  giving  the  power  to  Con- 
gress, had  now  acquired  incalculable  force  in  urg- 
ing on  its  exercise.     Since  the  expiration  of  the 
last  act  of  bankruptcy,  the  nation  has  passed  through 
vicissitudes  of  commerce,  for  which  no  parallel  can 
be  found  in  the  history  of  the  world.    The  trading 
class  has  not  only  increased,  but  has  been  exp^ed 
to  all  manner  of  temptations,  and  to  disasters  aris- 
ing out  of  the  tempestuous  state,  not  merely  of  an 
ocean,  but  a  world.     The  allurements  to  traffic 
were  irresistible,  nor  ought  the  nation  to  complain 
of  the  enterprise  of  its  citizens.     Three  hundred 
and  fifty  millions  of  revenue  collected  from  impost 
since  the  commencement  of  the  Government,  attest 
the  usefulness  of  those  embarked  in  the  pursuits  of 
commerce,  and  their  claims  upon  your  justice  and 
attention  to  their  interest.     It  has  been  computed, 
that  the  number  of  insolvent  persons  in  this  Union 
IS  not  less  than  seventy  thousand.     But,  suppose 
them  to  be  only  forty  thousand,  and  of  that  num- 
ber three-fourths  to  be  heads  of  families,  consisting 
of  five  prsons;  this  will  give  you  a  total  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  thousand  persons  directly  in- 
volved  in   distress  and   wretchedness,   to  which 
Congress  alone  can  afford  relief      Suppose  each 
of  these  debtors  to  have  only  six  creditors,  and  you 
are  presented  with  a  view  of  at  least  four  hundred 
thousand  persons  interested  in,  and  generally  soli- 
citous for,  the  passing  of  this  act. 

Here  then  is  a  class  of  citizens  comprehending 
creditor  and  debtor,  which,  after  every  allowance 
'for  erroneous  estimates,  is  numerous  and  respecta- 
ble, and  eminently  entitled  to  attention,  by  the 
unavoidable  embarrassments  to  which  their  call- 
ing IS  exposed,  entreating  at  your  hands  rights 
recognised  in  the  Constitution,  to  which  they  were 
parties,  and  the  concession  of  which,  were  it  pos- 
sible to  presume  them  to  be  ignorant  of  their  own 
circumstances,  could  affect  injuriously  none  but 
themselves.     Why  should  they  not  be  gratified? 
v\  by  should  they  alone,  composing  a  population 
equal  in  number  to  that  of  several  States,  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  pale  of  the  Constitution  ?     The 
merchants  who  are  creditors  request  from  you  this 
law,  to  facilitate  the  recovery  of  a  portion  of  their 
just  debts.     The  debtors  implore  you  to  release 
them  from  a  thraldom  which  dooms  them  to  mis- 
ery and  inaction,  and  makes  them  a  burden  to 
themselves  and  to  society.     These  two  interests 
being  thus  immediately  united  in  the  enactment  of 
laws  for  these  ends,  what  interest  is  opposed  to 
them?     Scruples  were  said  to  prevail  among  the 
planters  and  farmers  concerning  the  operation  of 
these  laws  upon  the  agricultural  interest.     But  the 
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system  would  be  found^  upon  examination,  to  be 
j     highly  favorable  to  this  description  of  citizens. 
/      Tnev  were  interested  in  it  only  in  the  capacity  of 
creditors  ;    for,  as   debtors,  they  were   not  to  be 
included  within  the   purview.     Now,  it  was  noto- 
rious to  all  who  were  conversant  with  the  proceed- 
ings and  results  in  cases  of  insolvency,  in  com- 
mercial towns,  that  the  country  creditor,  who  was 
generally  absent  at  the  moment  of  the  explosion, 
in  most  instances  lost  his  whole  debt.     Those  who 
were  upon  the  spot,  when  all  the  bankrupt's  prop- 
erty was  not  absorbed  by  undue  preferences  and 
fraudulent  arrangements,  stood  some  little  chance 
of  rescuing  something  from  detached  parts  of  the 
wreck ;  but,  when  the  planter  or  farmer  came  to 
town,  he  found  nothing  left.     On  the  other  hand, 
the  guardian  care  of  the  bankrupt  law  extended  to 
the  concerns  of  the  absent,  equally  as  of  those  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  debtor.     They  had  thus  the 
advantages  of  all  the  vigilance  and  activity  of  those 
whose  opportunities  for  observation  and  means  of 
information  pointed  out  the  moment  for  stopping 
the  failing  trader  in  his  course,  and  who  could  take 
no  measure  that  would  not  redound  to  the  com- 
mon advantage  of  all  parties  concerned.    Mr.  O. 
then  adverted  to  the  usages  of  the  principal  com- 
mercial nations,  and  insisted  that  in  all  of  them 
was  a  bankrupt  system  regarded  as  an  indispensa- 
ble appendage  to  the  great  interests  of  trade  and 
commerce.     But  in  none  of  them  was  the  call  for 
it  so  imperative  and  indispensable  as  in  this  coun- 
try.    In  most  nations  one  uniform  code  of  laws, 
proceeding   from   one  sovereignty,   pervades   the 
whole  domain,  and  insolvent  persons  would  be  ex- 
posed to  the  same  penalties,  and  entitled  to  the 
same  advantages,  whatever  might  be  their  nature, 
even  if  the  statutes  of  bankruptcy  were  abrogated. 
In  the  United  States,  however,  tne  merchants  and 
traders — the  classes  who  live  by  buying  and  sell- 
ing, though  forming  one  great  interest,  and  con- 
nected together  in  every  direction — are  harassed 
and  perplexed  by  twenty  different  systems  of  mu- 
nicipal laws,  often  repugnant  to  each  other  and 
themselves ;  always  defective ;  seldom  executed  in 
good  faith;   prolific  in  endless  frauds,  perjuries, 
and  evasions;  and  never  productive  of  equal  jus- 
tice, or  indeed  of  any  sort  of  justice,  to  the  creditor. 
Nothing  could   be  more  deplorable  than  such^a 
confiict  of  laws  among  the  same  people — nothing 
comparable  to  their  pernicious  effects  upon  the 
public  morals.     He  was  aware  of  the  prejudices 
and  unfavorable  impressions  excited  in  the  public 
mind  by  the  operation  of  the  former  act  of  Con- 
gress.    It  was  not  to  be  denied  that  the  spectacle 
afforded  of  so  many  persons  pressing  through  the 
avenue  that  was  just  opened  for  their  deliverance, 
had  a  natural  effect  to  revolt  the  mind  and  inspire 
jealousy.    Yet,  a  fair  examination  of  the  state  of 
the  debtors  that  were  released,  and  of  the  debts 
that  were  sponged  by  the  commissions  issued  under 
that  act,  would,  he  believed,  demonstrate  that  no 
real  injury  had  arisen  to  creditors,  or  to  the  nation, 
from  tneir  proceedings.     The  debtors  were  for  the 
most  part  m  circumstances  of  absolute  and  irre- 
trievable ruin,  who  had  been  obliged  by  the  want 
of  an  earlier  system  to  drag  out  a  miserable  exist- 


ence, eating  up  the  last  remnants  of  their  effects. 
The  debts  had  oeen  principally  abandoned  by  their 
creditors  as  desperate.  Two-thirds,  in  all  cases, 
must  have  agreed  to  their  discharge.  Yet,  in  every 
group  of  creditors,  there  was  one  or  more  (though 
always  less  than  a  third  in  number  and  value) 
who  stood  out,  under  the  influence  of  some  per- 
sonal consideration  or  feeling,  and  who  naturally 
became  loud  and  severe  in  their  complaints  of  the 
operation  of  the  law.  It  was  to  the  united  voices 
01  these  minorities,  irritated  and  disappointed  at 
the  liberation  of-  their  debtors,  that  the  odium  and 
disrepute  of  the  former  act  are  to  be  ascribed.  He 
was  very  far,  however,  from  denying  that  many 
fraudulent  commissions  had  been  issued,  and  that 
the  benefits  of  the  act  had  been  extended  to  many 
unworthy  persons.  It  was  also  admitted  that  the 
same  evils,  to  a  certain  extent,  would  occur  under 
the  new  act.  Among  the  crowds  of  unfortunate 
and  insolvent  persons  who  would  pr^ss  forward  to 
escai)e  from  their  shackles  upon  the  first  opening 
of  the  door,  no  doubt  some  would  succeed  by  the 
aid  of  fraud  and  perjury.  But  would  these  crimes 
be  equal  in  amount  or  atrocity  to  those  which  are 
daily  committed  under  color  of  your  insolvent 
laws?  If  a  bankrupt  act  provides  the  means  for 
some  frauds,  it  also  prepares  the  means  for  the 
detection  and  punishment  of  others. 

This  evil  would  cure  itself,  after  the  great  mass 
of  persons  who  have  been  for  a  long  time  insol- 
vent shall  have  undergone  the  renovation.  It  was 
nearly  cured  when  the  old  act  was  repealed,  and 
he  was  ready  to  apply  to  this  unhappy  class  the 
humane  maxim  familiar  in  the  criminal  law — that 
it  was  better  for  ten  guilty  to  escape  than  one  in- 
nocent to  suffer.  He  did  not  mean  to  anticipate 
objections,  but  he  foresaw  that  the  friends  of  the 
biU  would  be  met  by  objections  founded  on  the 
opinions  of  Jurists  of  great  eminence,  and  on  re- 
ports of  parliamentary  committees,  relative  to  the 
imperfections  of  the  bankrupt  laws  of  England, 
and  the  manifold  abuses  to  which  they  give  birth. 
But  still  the  British  Parliament  adhered  to  the  sys- 
tem. No  attempt  had  been  made  to  abolish  it 
The  first  talents  of  the  country  had  been  occupied 
in  detecting  the  imperfections  and  suggesting 
amendments.  Still  nothing  was  yet  matured 
which  authorized  an  abandonment  oi  the  ancient 
code.  It  was  therefore  better  than  none — better 
than  any  for  which  the  wisdom  of  the  British  na- 
tion had  yet  found  a  substitute.  Let  us  then  take 
this  system  for  the  present,  and  hereafter  avail 
ourselves  of  future  improvements,  founded  either 
on  our  own  experience,  or  that  of  others.  If  we 
waited  to  be  previously  assured  of  the  perfection 
or  infallibility  of  a  system,  before  we  acted,  the 
biHiness  of  legislation  would  be  brought  to  a  dead 
halt.  All  our  laws  and  systems  were  at  first  im- 
perfect. The  entire  code  of  your  revenue  laws 
nas  been  revised  more  than  once;  yet  nobody 
thinks  the  collection  of  duties  should  be  suspended 
and  the  laws  repealed,  because  hereafter  a  more 
expedient  tariff  or  mode  of  collection  may  be  de- 
vised by  ourselves  or  other  nations. 

With  respect  to  the  unfortunate  persons  them- 
selves, though  he  disclaimed  every  thought  of  ap- 
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pealing  to  the  passions  or  pressing  upon  the  con- 
sideration of  honorable  members  topics  not  closely 
connected  with  the  principles  of  justice  and  duty, 
which  should  alone  influence  their  decision ;  yet 
he  did  not  believe  that  a  habit  of  thinking  upon 
the  wretched  condition  of  these  persons  would 
disqualify  the  Senate  for  a  wise  and  just  deliber- 
ation upon  their  claims  to  the  benefits  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

Few  men,  he  said,  who  had  been  born  and  edu- 
cated ia  circumstances  of  ease  and  comfort,  and 
pursued  a  long  and  uninterrupted. career  of  pros- 
perity ;  few  upon  whom  each  morning's  sun  shone 
bright,  inviting  them  to  some  cheering  pursuit  of 
successful  business  or  innocent  pleasure,  and  whose 
piUow  is  softened  by  the  repose  which  is  the  com- 
paaion  of  a  breast  at  ease,  could  realize  the  agon- 
izing sp)ectacle  of  a  family  accustomed  to  the  same 
felicity,  when  its  ruined  head  and  protector  first 
comes  home  and  announces — that  ail  is  gone! 
There  is  from  that  moment  a  period  to  the  happi- 
ness, the  pursuit  of  which  is  classed  among  our 
inalienable  rights,   and   the   faculty  of  pursuing 
which  alone  gives  value  to  existence.     The  con- 
dition of  such  a  man,  whose  creditors  are  inexor- 
able, compares   to  disadvantage  with  that  of  a 
slave  ;  for  he,  indeed,  is  generally  fed  and  clothed, 
and  subsistence  is  provided  for  his  family,  if  he 
has  one,  and  when  he  lies  down  to  rest,  whether 
upon  a  pillow  or  plank,  his  aching  eyes  are  not 
stretched  open  by  a  tormenting  anxiety  for   his 
daily  bread.     But  the  bankrupt,  who  is  a  slave 
under  a  Constitution  made  expressly  for  his  relief, 
can  neither  toil  for  others  nor  for  himself.     His 
miserable  earnings  are    always    exposed    to    be 
snatched  from  the  hands  of  his  children  as  they 
lift  them  to  their  mouths.     He  thus  becomes  lost 
to  society,  and  the  alternatives  which  alone  re- 
main to  nim  are  crime  or  despair.    He  is  no  longer 
a  partaker  of  the  blessings  of  your  laws,  but  a  vic- 
tim to  their  rigors.     If,  through  principle  or  fear, 
he  resists  temptations  to  fraud  or  violence,  he  must 
at  least  consume  the  property  which  be  would  be 
glad  to  exchange  4br  liberty,  and  is  compelled 
without   remorse   to  continue  the  injury  he  has 
done  his  creditors.    His  conscience  is  relieved  from 
obligations,  and  his  heart  from  attachments,  to  a 
Government  by  which  he  regards  himself  as  dis- 
franchised ;  and  though  he  will  not  become  a  trai- 
tor, he  tnust  be  a  malcontent.     Thus,  vou  will 
have  scattered  throughout  every  part  oi  the  na- 
tion great  and  constantly  increasing  numbers  of 
men,  often  of  good  principles  and  capacities  for 
usefulness,  whose  offences  are  frequently  nothing 
but  mevitable  misfortunes,  condemned  to  live  as 
drones  in  society,  repining  at  the  cruel  hardship  of 
their  condition,  and  with  no  prospect  but  of  inter- 
minable embarrassment  and  exclusion  from  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  Constitution.     No  mischiefs  could, 
in  his  opinion,  emanate  from  any  in.solrent  system 
to  be  compared  with  these ;   no  injustice  which 
men  could  do  each  other  would  bear  to  be  named 
with  that  which  Congress  would  inflict  upon  these 
persons   by  rejecting  the   provision  intended  for 
their  relief.     With  these  general  remarks,  he  .viid, 
he  would  content  himself  for  the  present,  and  re- 


serve the  right  of  a  more  minute  investigation  of 
particular  details  as  they  should  be  presented. 

Mr.  Eaton, of  Tennesaee,  followed  the  remarks 
of  Mr.  Otis,  with  a  motion  to  postpone  the  bill 
indefinitely. 

Mr.  E.  said,  that  in  offering  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate  the  present  motion,  he  was  actuated 
by  a  wish  to  ascertain  what  was  the  general  sen- 
timent, and  how  far  it  might  be  correct  to  proceed 
with  the  details  of  the  bill.  It  occurred  to  him  ai 
being  an  unnecessary  consumption  of  time  to  en- 
ter critically  and  minutely  into  the  details,  if  se- 
cretly were  entertained,  by  a  majority  of  the  Senat«, 
a  disposition  to  reject  the  bill.  Moreover,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Mas^chusetts,  (Mr.  Otis,)  as  if  with 
a  view  to  ascertain  what  were  the  opinions  of  gen- 
tlemen upon  this  subject,  had  courteid  inquiry,  and 
sought  to  elicit  opposition.  It  was  to  the  end, 
therefore,  that  there  might  be  no  useless  waste  of 
time,  and  to  discover,  before  proceeding  to  prune, 
alter,  and  amend  the  several  provisions  of  the  bill, 
how  far  there  might  exist  with  the  Senate  a  dispo- 
sition to  sustain  it,  that  he  had  submitted  the  pres- 
ent proposition  indefinitely  to  postpone  it. 

Mr.  E.  remarked,  that  ne  did  not  profess  any 
thorough  understanding  of  the  subject,  and  would 
much  rather  hear  the  opinions  of  others  who  bet- 
ter understood  it,  than  to  advance  his  own.  Of  a 
bankrupt  law  he  certainly  had  no  favorable  opin- 
ion, believing,  as  he  did,  that  it  was  neither  calcu- 
lated to  extend  the  relief  which  many  believed  it 
would  give,  nor  to  improve  the  morals  of  the  peo- 
ple. Of  its  operation  and  effects,  none,  he  pre- 
sumed, could  speak  with  any  thing  like  certainty; 
it  was,  as  yet,  a  mere  theory,  from  which  many 
supposed  incalculable  benefits  would  result,  but 
from  which  also  much  evil  might  arise  to  the 
community.  It  was,  he  believed,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  a  hazardous  attempt;  and,  whether  it  would 
eventuate  in  benefit  or  injury  to  society,  none  could 
with  certainty  determine.  With  him  it  was  a 
circumstance  of  some  weight,  that,  under  a  former 
Administration,  a  similar  system  had  been  attempt- 
ed, and,  having  been  pronounced  upon  by  the  in- 
telligence of  that  period,  was  abandoned  and  de- 
stroyed. He  would  venture,  therefore,  briefly  to 
suggest  the  objections  entertained  by  him,  more 
with  a  disposition  to  draw  forth  arguments  that 
might  be  suggested  in  its  favor,  than  from  an  ex- 
pectation that  those  he  should  suggest  would  have 
an  effect  with  the  friends  of  the  bill. 

In  England,  whence  wo  derived  our  opinions 
and  our  knowledge  of  a  bankrupt  system,  its  effects 
might  be  iK'neficial;  but,  whatever  arguments 
might  be  thence  adduced,  he  would  venture  to  say 
they  did  not  strictly  apply,  for  the  reason  that, 
between  this  country  and  that,  there  was  a  mate- 
rial difference.  However  there  might  be  in  Con- 
gress a  disposition  to  protect  commerce,  (and  he 
was  upon  tnis  subject  not  hostile,  but  friendly,)  it 
could  not  be  denied  but  that  the  great  and  pirma- 
uent  interest  of  the  United  States,  if  any  one 
branch  of  national  pursuit  should  be  placed  above 
another,  was  the  agricultural.  He  did  not  pretend 
to  determine  that  there  was  not  so  close  an  alli- 
ance and  affinity  that  neitlier  commerce  nor  agri- 
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culture  could  prosper  independently  of  the  other; 
yet,  if  either  interest  were  to  be  preferred,  it  should 
be  the  latter.  Politicians  had  early  differed  upon 
this  subject,  and  some  of  the  wisest  and  best  had 
declared  it  to  be  the  true  interest  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  pursue  the  latter,  as  calculated  not  only 
more  effectually  to  secure  the  great,  the  substantial 
interest  of  the  country,  but  as  a  means  of  avoiding 
those  collisions  and  difficulties  which  so  often  had 
placed  nations  in  hostile  array  against  each  other. 
In  Great  Britain,  where  the  bankrupt  system 
had  been  practised  upon  the  broadest  scale,  there 
were  but  two  great  interests — the  commercial  and 
manufacturing:  there,  each  holding  traffic  and  in- 
tercourse with  the  other,  could  not  give  birth  to 
those  inconveniences  which  would,  under  the  same 
system,  be  produced  in  this  country,  where  such 
different  pursuits  and  interests  prevailed.  If  you 
sanction  the  bill,  what  satisfactory  reason  can  be 
given  why  its  operations  shall  be  confined  alone  to 
mercantile  men  ?  Do  they  so  constitute  the  sinews 
of  Government  as  that  they  should  be  created  a 
privileged  class — to  cancel  their  debts,  and  be  for- 
ever discharged,  while  other  pc»'tions  of  your  citi- 
zens shall  be  denied  the  same  advantage?  To 
say  nothing  of  the  facility  with  which  frauds  may 
be  practis«l,  and,  indeed,  were  practised  during 
the  continuance  of  your  former  bankrupt  system, 
it  is  contrary  to  the  genius  and  spirit  of^  our  Giot- 
ernment  thus  to  extend  to  one  class  of  citizens 

[>rivileges  which  are  denied  to  another,  and  not  a 
ess  useful  one.  Who  will  deny  that  it  is  a  priv- 
ilege, and  a  most  extraordinary  one?  It  is  saying 
to  those  who  have  been  dealers  in  merchandise, 
and  to  those  in  connexion,  their  brokers  and  fac- 
tors, pay  six  pence  in  the  pound,  and  by  consent 
of  part  of  your  creditors,  who,  through  some  secret 
understanding,  may  be  made  lenient,  you  shall 
stand  forever  acquitted  of  your  debts,  and,  unem- 
barrassed, begin  your  enterprises  anew:  while  the 
farmer,  as  honestly  involved,  can  claim  the  exer- 
cise of  no  such  privilege,  but  must  remain  forever 
subject  to  the  debt.  Thus,  then,  it  is  presented: 
the  merchant  becomes  indebted  to  a  class  of  your 
citizens,  and,  by  rights  secured  to  him,  may  sponge 
away  those  debts,  and  thereby  rum  others  to  whom 
the  same  right  is  not  secured,  but  is,  in  fact,  denied. 
In  such  a  system  there  is  nothing  wearing  the 
semblance  of^  justice.  It  is  objectionable,  because 
partial  in  its  operations — defective,  because  want- 
ing in  uniformity. 

There  was  one  objection,  however,  to  which  he 
desired  to  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen,  which 
grew  out  of  the  Constitution,  and  which  he  con- 
sidered highly  important.  It  had  been  heretofore 
urged,  as  an  inducement  to  passing  the  bill,  that 
there  was  general  distress  through  the  country,  and 
that  innumerable  persons,  who,  by  misfortune,  had 
been  brought  from  affluence  to  poverty,  would  be 
relieved,  and  again  established  in  life  as  useful  and 
valuable  citizens.  Much  as  he  was  dispased  to 
commiserate  the  situation  of  those  who,  with  their 
families,  had  been  suddenly  reduced  in  life,  and  in- 
volved in  all  that  wretchedness  which  a  change  in 
condition  sometimes  produces,  yet  was  he  at  a  loss 
to  imagine  how  the  bill  under  consideration  could 


bring  the  expected  relief.     All  that  we  possess  by 
the  Constitution  upon  this  subject,  is,  as  stated  in 
the  general  enumerated  powers  of  Congress,  to 
establish  uniform  laws  as  to  bankruptcies.     But 
does  this  power,  thus  extended,  grant  us  authority 
so  to  frame  a  law  as  that  it  shall  be  retrospective 
in  its  operations,  and  reach  to  cases  which  existed 
previous  to  its  [lassing  ?     The  circumstance,  alone, 
of  its  not  being  altogether  pro.spective  in  its  char- 
acter, but  intended  to  have  an  effect  upon  cases  tkat    , 
had  already  transpired  and  gone  bv,  was  enough  to 
place  him  in  opposition  to  the  bill ;  because  Coo- 
gress,  undn  the  right  secured  to  them  to  pass  aix 
uniform  bankrupt  law,  possessed  not  the  power  to 
reach  back,  and  take  within  their  grasp  acts  that 
were  consummated  before  the  passing  of  the  law. 
In  the  tenth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution, it  is  declared,  among  other  restrictions  im- 
posed by  the  Convention,  that  the  States  shall  pass 
no  law  impairing  the  validity  of  contracts.    An  ob- 
ligation to  pay  money,  whether  arising  from  bond 
or  otherwise,  is  a  contract,  and  to  pass  a  law  dis- 
charging the  debtor  from  payment,  upon  any  pretext 
whatever,  is,  in  effect  to  impair  the  contract.    The 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  upon  a  case  growing 
out  of  the  insolvent  law  of  an  adjoining  State,  was 
declaratory  of  this;  and  the  judges,  founding  their 
opinions  upon  the  section   in  the  Constitution  re- 
ferred to,  said  that  the  act  of  the  iBtate  was  ▼oid ; 
and  that,  although  the  debtor  was  discharged  in 
his  person,  which  was  all  that  State  legi^ation 
could  do,  he  was  yet  responsible  for  the  debt,  and 
his  property  liable  for  the  payment.     If  the  States 
are  incompetent  to  the  enactment  of  a  law  which 
shall  discharge  the  estate  of  the  debtor  from  after 
liability,  bow  is  it  that  Congress  can  claim  the 
right  of  doing  so  ?    Our  powers  are  derivative,  not 
original ;  and  hence  it  is  that  those  which  are  not 
delegated  cannot  be  exercised.     It  cannot  be  pre- 
tended that  because  this  power  is  reserved  from  the 
States,  that  therefore,  negatively,  and  by  intend- 
ment, it  shall  be  construed  into  a  grant  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government;   for,  to  such  an  argument,  it 
would  be  sufficient  to  reply,  that,  by  the  same  Con- 
stitution, powers  not  delegated  are  reserved.     As, 
therefore,  the  States  are  restrained,  and  as  it  is  not 
contained  in  the  grant  of  power  made  to  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  the  conclusion  is,  as  declared  in 
the  tenth  article  of  the  amendments,  that  it  still 
remains  with  the  people ;  and,  u4.til  their  consent 
be  had,  there  exi«its  nowhere  an  authority  to  impair 
the  validity  of  contracts.     All  the  authority,  then, 
found  upon  this  subject,  for  none  other  exists,  is 
the  right  to  pass  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy ; 
and  in  this,  certainly,  is  not  contained  a  power  to 
legislate  retrospectively,  and  to  cancel  debts  made 
in  good  faith ;  or,  indeed,  to  do  more  than  merely 
to  provide  for  cases  that  may  hereafter  happen. 
The  bill  before  us,  therefore,  is  objectionable,  be- 
cause, on  Constitutional  principles,  it  cannot  go 
forth  in  its  present  garb--objectionable  it  must  oe 
to  its  friends,  as  not  carrying  with  it  the  expected 
relief,  the  great  advantage  designed  and  hoped  to 
be  attained  by  its  passing. 

These  reasons,  Mr.  E.  said,  if  so  they  could  be 
termed,  he  had  thought  proper  to  submit  for  %h» 
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consideration  of  those  who  knew  what  had  been 
the  effect  and  operation  of  the  former  bankrupt 
law.  Other  gentlemen,  who  resided  in  the  com- 
mercial sections  of  the  country,  and  felt  much  in- 
terest in,  and  solicitude  for,  this  subject,  had,  doubt- 
less, well  considered  it,  and  understood  it  fully ; 
they  would  be  able  to  canvas,  and  to  refute,  if  un- 
tenable, the  objections  which  he  had  briefly  ven- 
tured to  suggest 

Mr.  Mellbn,  of  Massachusetts  said,  as  he  pro- 
fessed to  be  one  of  those  friendly  to  the  bill,  he 
was  disposed  to  express  his  sentiments,  in  a  gen- 
eral manner,  upon  the  subiect.  It  cannot  be  ne- 
cessary, and  it  seems  hardly  proper,  said  Mr.  M., 
in  the  present  state  of  public  information  concern- 
ing a  bankrupt  system,  to  go  minutely  into  a  con- 
sideration of  all  its  peculiarities  and  provisions. 
Greneral  views  are  all  which,  on  this  occasion,  need 
to  be  taken,  and  such  views  will  be  sufficient  to 
show  the  objects  which  the  advocates  of  the  bill 
are  endeavoring  to  attain,  and  at  once  disclose  its 
merits  or  demerits,  the  advantages  or  disadvan- 
tages, which  it  is  calculated  to  produce. 

There  are  some  facts  connect^  with  this  subject, 
which  admit  of  no  controversy.  During  the  pres- 
ent session,  petitions  in  abundance  have  been  pre- 
sented to  Congress,  praying  them  to  interpose  for 
the  relief  of  the  unfortunate,  and  pass  a  law  of  the 
character  of  this  now  under  discussion.  These 
petitions  are  from  respectable  persons  of  the  com- 
munity, and  are  entitled  to  deliberate  consideration. 
Another  fact  will  be  readily  admitted;  which  is, 
that,  in  the  principal  commercial  countries  of  Eu- 
rope, bankrupt  laws  have  for  a  long  series  of  years 
been  in  operation.  This  very  circumstance  fur- 
nishes, to  say  the  least  of  it,  a  strong  presumption 
in  favor  o(  their  beneficial  tendency;  and  when  we 
consider  the  commercial  character  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  spirit  of  laudable  enterprise,  for 
which  our  citizens  are  so  much  distinguished,  it 
would  seem  that  the  interest  of  our  country  might 
be  subserved  in  this  manner  as  essentially,  perhaps, 
as  those  of  the  nations  to  which  1  have  alluded. 

Mr.  President,  I  am  sensible  that,  with  many,  a 
bankrupt  system  is  not  considered  in  a  favorable 
light ;  but  I  have  no  question  that,  among  those 
classes  of  the  community  whose  professional  pur- 
suits or  connexions  in  business  have  not  led  them 
to  an  acquaintance  with  the  principles  and  de- 
sign ef  a  bankrupt  law,  and  a  knowledge  of  those 
evils  which  it  is  intended  to  remove,  much,  and 
perhaps  most  of  the  prejudice  which  exists  against 
such  a  law,  and  most  of  its  unpopularity,  proceed 
from  the  idea  and  belief  that  its  only  design  is  to 
relieve  the  bankrupt,  and  this,  too,  wnether  his  in- 
solvency and  ruin  have  been  produced  by  mere 
misfortune,  or  by  imprudence,  extravagance,  and 
fraud ;  that  its  provisions  are  more  calculated  to 
encourage  speculation  and  dishonesty,  and  afford 
relief  to  the  fraudulent,  than  to  protect  the  honest 
and  industrious.  Sir,  if  this  were  my  creed,  the  bill 
should  receive  my  prompt  and  steady  opposition. 
But  no  conclusions  are  more  erroneous ;  facts  and 
principles,  when  examined,  will  furnish  premises 
which  will  conduct  us  to  very  different  conclusions. 
Wtome  sections  of  the  bill,  or  some  of  its  details, 


should  be  found  exceptionable,  they  can  easily  be 
so  amended  as  to  meet  the  views  of  the  Senate ; 
at  present,  and  on  the  motion  for  an  indefinite  post- 
ponement, we  have  only  to  direct  our  attention  to 
the  bill,  as  presenting  a  system  for  our  acceptance 
or  rejection.  My  honorable  friend  from  Tennes- 
see, has  objected  to  the  Constitutional  power  of 
Congress  to  enact  the  proposed  law.  To  be  sure 
the  objection  has  assumed  rather  the  form  of  a 
query,  than  an  objection.  He  observes  that,  as  the 
Constitution  has  denied  to  the  several  States  the 
authority  to  pass  laws  impairing  the  obligations  of 
contracts!,  and  has  no  where  in  terms  given  this 
power  to  Congress,  that,  of  course,  they  have  no 
such  power;  that  we  ought  therefore  to  stop  in 
limine.  In  reply,  it  may  ne  observed  in  the  first 
place,  that  Congress  have  once  exercised  this  very 
power;  they  have  passed  a  bankrupt  law;  they 
have  for  several  years  witnessed  its  operation  ;  our 
judicial  courts  have  lent  their  aid  in  giving  it  effect, 
and  though  it  was  repealed,  on  the  ground  of  its 
supposed  inexpediency,  yet  its  constitutionality  is 
not  recollected  to  have  ever  been  questioned.  Le- 
gislative and  judicial  construction^  then,  are  both 
opposed  to  this  objection.  But  sir,  we  need  not 
rest  satisfied  with  this  answer.  The  Constitution 
has  given  the  asserted  power  to  Congress ;  the 
words  are  "  Congress  shall  have  power  to  pass 
uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  oankruptcies." 
What  are  bankrupt  laws,  or  laws  on  the  subject 
of  bankruptcies  ?  The  Constitution  has  not  defined 
them ;  it  has  only  referred  to  them,  as  to  something 
well  known  and  understood  in  legal  language: 
Bankrupt  and  insolvent  laws  were  well  known  to 
exist  and  it  is  understood  that  by  the  term  "  bank- 
rupt law,"  is  meant  a  law  whicn.  on  certain  con- 
ditions, operates  as  a  complete  release  of  a  certain 
class  of  insolvents  from  the  obligation  of  their  con- 
tracts. The  grant,  then,  of  a  power  to  Congress 
to  make  uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bankrupt- 
cies, is  the  grant  of  a  power  to  impair  the  obliga- 
tion of  those  contracts,  so  far  as  such  law  does  im- 
pair it.  A  law  defining  and'punishing  an  offence,, 
for  instance,  murder ;  but  defining  in  no  other 
manner  than  by  its  name,  presupposes  an  existing 
definition  in  prior  laws  or  adjudged  cases ;  and  to 
these  reference  is  always  had  to  ascertain  the  es- 
sence of  the  crime. 

Presuming,  therefore,  that  Congress  possesses 
the  Dower,  I  will  proceed  to  state  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal reasons  which  influence  me  in  favor  of  exer- 
cising it  in  passing  the  bill  now  under  considera- 
tion. 

The  first  and  principal  advantage  is,  that  the 
proposed  system  would  increase,  strengthen,  and 
protect  the  rights  of  creditors;  not  only  in  respect 
to  the  fraudulent  practices  of  their  debtors,  but  to 
those  cases  where,  in  legal  contemplation,  no  fraud 
may  exist;  and  yet  where  the  proceedings  of  the 
debtor  may  not  be  impartial ;  but.  on  the  contrary, 
where  they  may  produce  unequal  and  inequitable 
consequences. 

At  present,  and  under  existing  laws,  or  rather 
notwithstanding  these  laws,  numerous  frauds  may 
be,  and  constantly  are,  practised  by  debtors  who 
are,  or  pretend  to  be,  bankrupt :  and  it  is  oAen 
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done  with  so  much  secrecy  and  management,  that 
they  can  neither  be  detected  nor  prevented.  A 
man  without  property  of  his  own,  by  the  aid  of 
some  friend,  who  becomes  his  surety,  obtains  a 
credit ;  supplies  himself  with  goods,  and  com- 
mences business.  By  mismanagement,  or  gross 
misconduct,  his  affairs  become  deranged,  and  he 
finds  he  can  never  satisfy  the  claims  of  his  cred- 
itors :  he  informs  his  friend  and  surety ;  pays  him, 
or  gives  him  an  indemnity  as  far  as  in  his  power, 
and  on  the  next  day  closes  his  doors  and  notifies 
his  creditors  of  his  failure.  He  proposes  to  surren- 
der to  them  all  in  his  possession,  on  condition  of 
being  discharged  in  full.  His  body  is  not  within 
their  reach,  nor  any  property,  except  what  he  is 
pleased  to  expose :  in  this  situation  the  creditors 
release  him  on  receiving  a  pittance,  while  the 
friend  and  surety  is,  perhaps,  completely  indem- 
nified. 

But,  sir.  we   frequently   witness   transactions, 
poisoned  throughout  with  fraud — transactions  in 
which  aU  creditors  are  deceived  and  defraijded. 
In  such  cases  the  man  pretetuU  to  be  a  bankrupt ; 
and  having  converted  a  large  portion  of  his  prop- 
erty into  money,  or  secured  to  nimself  its  value  by 
negotiable  promissory  notes,  he  stops  payment  and  i 
closes  his  doors  lik«  the  other ;  goes  through  the 
form   of   oflering   to   give   up    all   his   property,  | 
(though  secretly  retaining  thousands,)  on  condi-  j 
lion  of  receiving  a  discharge  from  his  creditors : 
they,  without  the  legal  means  of  developing  se- 
crets, and  fearful  of  losing  all,  unless  a  portion  can  ; 
be  saved  by  the  proposed  compromise,  at  length 
accept  the  terms,  and  restore  their  debtor  to  liber- 
ty.    In  a  few  months,  or  perhaps  weeks,  he  re- 
commences business,  and   finds   himself  in   easy 
circumstances,  and  with  a  handsome  property  at  ^ 
command. 

Numerous  such  cases  have  occurred.     The  laws 
in  the  several  Stales  are  so  variant  and  imperfect, 
that  in  their  operation  they  do  not  and  cannot 
furnish  equal  justice  to  creditors;   and  in  many 
cases  they  are  wholly  ineffectual.     In  some  States 
property  is  not  liable  to  atuchment  or  mesne  pro-  \ 
cess ;  in  some,  if  I  am  not  misinformed,  it  cannot  . 
be  taken  on  execution  in  payment  of  debts,  and  ' 
even  in  those  States  where  attachment  laws  are  m  i 
force,  those  creditors  living  in  the  vicinity  of^  the  I 
debtor,  or  who  are  connected  with  him  in  business 
or  otherwise,  are  generally  more  fortunate  than 
others  ;  and  frequently  seize  and  legally  appropri- 
ate to  their  own  u.se  tne  principal  part  of  the  debt- 
or's prooerty  ;  leaving  the  residue  of  their  creditors 
unsatisfied,  and  the  debtor  without  the  power  to 
satisfy  their  demands    In  addition  to  these  incon- 
veniences, the  fraudulent  insolvent  trader  has  it  in 
his  power  to  dispose  of  his  estate  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  reserve  to  himself  secretly  an  interest  in 
it,  or  place  it  where  creditors  cannot  find  and  se- 
cure it  for  the  purposes  of  justice.     I  repeal  it,  sir, 
numerous  such  cases  have  occurred  :  the  fraud  has 
proved  successful,  and  they  who  have  comnutted 
It  have  lived  and  triumphed  in  the  possession  of 
its  fruits. 

Mr.  President,  these  things  ought  not  to  be  so, 
and  I  admit  that  existing  laws  will  not  for  a  mo- 
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ment  sanction  such  dishonest  and  dis^ceful  pro- 
ceedinjgs,  when  proved  in  a  court  of^justice;  but 
the  difficulty  lies  in  this,  that  the  transaction   is 
unknown  to  third  persons  and  so  cannot  be  prov- 
ed ;  at  present,  creditors  can  only  depend  on  the 
statementsof  their  debtors, or  on  those  means  which 
I  have  before  stated,  to  enable  them  to  ascertain 
facts  relating  to  the  disposal  of  the  debtor's  estate, 
or  to  take  measures  to  subject  it  'to  legal  liability 
to  their  demands.     Such  means  as  creditors  now 
possess  will  always  be  ineffectual,  when  opposed 
by  artifice  and  fraud.     But,  sir,  the  bill  on  your 
table  proposes  to  furnish  creditors  with  some  pow- 
ers which  th'ey  do  not  now  possess  ;  some  weapons 
which  they  cannot  now  command.    Powers  and 
weapons  perfectly  harmless  when  used  against  an 
honest  man.  reduced  to  bankruptcy  and  misfor- 
tune ;  but  ot  vast  importance  when  used  against  a 
rogue  and  a  swindler.     I  refer,  sir,  to  the  power 
given  to  the  commissioners  to  seize  all  the  books 
and  papers  of  the  bankrupt,  and  in  certain  cases 
to  seize  and  detain  his  person  for  the  purpose  of 
his  examination  before  them  as  a  witness.    He  is 
compellable  to  appear  before  them,  and,  under  the 
severe  penalties  of  perjury,  to   declare   on  oath 
every  fact  in  respect  to  his  property ;  how  much 
he  has,  where  it  is  to  be  found,  how,  when,  and  to 
whom,  he  has  disposed  of  any  of  it,  and  on  what 
terms  and  for  what  purposes ;  what  securities  he 
has  taken  for  debts,  and  where  they  are,  and  who 
are  his  debtors.     In  all  these  cases  ne  has  a  strong 
inducement  to  speak  the  truth,  arising  from  the 
fact  that  his  books  and  papers  in  the  hands  of 
the  Commissioners,  qr  at  their  command,  will  pro- 
bably detect  him  in  his  perjury,  should  he  attempt 
to  conceal  the  truth  for  wicked  purposes.     Such 
a  rigid  examination,  will  serve,  in  most  cases,  to 
disclose  facts  and  explain  transactions  of  essential 
importance  to  the  honest  and  abused  creditor.     It 
is  true,  sir,  this  will  not  always  prove  effectual, 
neither  will  any  other  human  laws  ;  still,  all  good 
laws  have  a  secret  influence  on  society,  and  more 
than  we  at  first  imagine.    Though  the  provisions 
i  of  this  bill  will  not  avail  to  detect  and  punish  all 
fraud,  yet  they  nuiy  in  a  multitude  of  cases,  at  any 
'  rate  they  will  give  to  creditors  a  power  additional 
I  to  what  they  now  possess ;  they  can  do  no  harm, 
I  but,  in  most  insUnces  will  aid  the  cause  of  truth 
and  justice,  by  the  exposure  and  punishment  of 
iniquity.     Besides,  sir,  should  this  system  be  estab- 
lished, creditors  would  obtam  another  important 
advantage  in  those  cases  where  the  bankrupt  has 
been  guUty  of  no  immorality  or  fraud.     The  prin- 
ciple of  law  is  well  understood,  which  sanctions  a 
preference  of  one  honest  creditor  to  another,  if  a 
debtor  should  incline  to  give  this  preference.    We 
are  constantly  witnessing  this  practice  in  cases  of 
failure  in  business,  where  the  heart  is  subject  to 
no  imputation.  .  . 

A  jierson  finding  himself  unable  to  discharge  all 
his  debts,  and  yet  being  ready  to  appropriate  the 
'  whole  of  his  property  to  their  payment,  wUl  dis- 
charge those  debts  in  full  which  are  due  to  par- 
ticular creditors  as  his  sareties,  or  those  to  whom 
he  lies  under  ^Tf>ecial  obligations.  Such  paymenu 
are  good,  and  the  traasactioa  cannot  legally  be 
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distuU>ed.  In  this  caite,  thoush  the  motire  may 
not  be  censurable  in  the  eye  o?  the  world,  still  the 
practice  operates  severely  upon  those  other  credi- 
tors whose  claims  have,  in  this  arrangement,  been 
wholly  or  in  part  disregarded.  But,  sir,  pass  the 
bill  on  your  table,  and  this  hardship  and  inequality 
will  be  preventetl.  Should  a  bankrupt  debtor,  in 
contemplation  of,  his  immediate  failure,  give  this 
preference,  and  pay  one  or  more  of  his  creditors 
their  debts,  leaving  others  to  their  fate,  a  bankrupt 
law  would  interpose  its  principles,  and  correct  this 
proceeding ;  the  transaction  would  not  be  sanc- 
tioned ;  the  payments  could  be  reclaimed,  and  the 
property  distributed  among  ^11  ths  creditors,  in 
proportion  to  their  respective  demands.  Here  we 
find  creditors  gaining  decided  advantages  under 
th&  proposed  system,  and  such  as  they  cannot  gain 
in  any  other  manner  effectually.  And  though 
under  this  systen\^frauds  would  unquestionably  be 
practised,  the  mischief  would  be  less  extensive  and 
successful  than  it  is  at  present.  This  principle, 
as  to  the  distribution  of  the  bankrupt's  estate,  is 
similar  to  that  which  prevails  in  the  case  of  a  de- 
ceased insolvent ;  and  what  principle  more  just 
can  be  applied  in  either  case  ? 

The  second  advantage  to  be  derived  from  a 
bankrupt  system,  is  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  unfortu- 
nate bankrupt  himself  and  his  family.  It  is  a  fact 
to  be  lamented,  though  not  denied,  that  there  are 
at  this  moment  in  the  United  States  thousands  and 
tens  of  thousands  who,  in  the  course  of  their  usual 
business  arrangements,  have  been  reduced  from 
opulence  to  poverty;  from  ease  and  cheerfulness 
to  privation  and  sorrow ;  from  active  industry  to 
painful  idleness.  It  will  not  be  disputed  that,  in 
a  large  proportion  of  these  instances,  they  have 
been  reduced  by  misfortunes,  unforeseen  losses, 
and  by  those  causes  over  which  they  had  no  con- 
trol. This  class  is  surely  entitled  not  only  to  pity, 
but  relief;  they  are  in  a  state  of  depression  aAd 
despondence ;  daily  witnessing  the  sufferings  of 
those  most  intimately  connected  with  them  in  life. 
Another  class  is  less  deserving  of  sympathy,  be- 
cause their  misfortunes  have  been  occasioned  by 
imprudence,  extravagance,  folly,  and  improper 
conduct.  Still  both  classes  are  placed  in  situa- 
tions where  they  can  never  enable  themselves  to 
discharge  their  debts,  or  be  of  any  use  to  their 
creditors.  Why,  then,  should  their  faculties  be 
continued  in  a  state  of  imprisonment?  Is  it  not 
an  act  worthy  of  Congress,  not  only  to  lend  fur- 
ther aids  to  honest  or  unsuspecting  creditors,  but 
extend  it  at  the  same  time  to  the  poor  and  heavy 
laden  debtors?  To  those  especially  who  have 
been  thrown  from  employment  in  tne  scenes  of 
commercial  business,  without  any  unpardonable 
fault,  into  obscurity  and  dependence.  Is  it  not  a 
measure  worthy  of  our  attention  to  raise  them  up 
and  restore  to  them,  to  their  wives,  and  to  their 
children,  some  of  the  hopes  and  comforts  of  their 
better  days?  This  remark  may  as  well  be  applied 
to  those  who,  in  the  common  course  of  events, 
may  be  reduced  to  bankruptcy,  as  to  those  who  are 
already  bowed  down  under  their  losses,  and  the 
weight  of  debts  which  they  can  never  discharge. 
The  continuaDce  of  this  pressure  can  answer  no 
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other  purpose  than  to  disappoint  hope,  deaden  the 
spirit  of  enterprise,  and  heap  misfortunes  on  the 
head  of  the  unfortunate. 

In  the  third  place,  let  me  ask  you,  Mr.  President, 
if  it  be  not  an  advantage  to  the  community  to  call 
into  action  the  business  talents — the  industry  and 
labor  of  the  individuals  composing  the  community. 
The  strength  of  the  whole  consists  m  the  strength 
of  the  parts.  The  multitudes  to  whom  I  have  oe- 
fore  alluded,  who  are  now  destitute  of  the  capacity 
of  supporting  themselves,  and  those  depending  on 
them,  might  be  rendered  useful  memoers  of  so- 
ciety, contributing  to  its  wealth  and  power.  This 
is  true  of  all  who  are  now  bankrupts  in  property 
and  worldly  comforts,  whether  they  have  oeen  re- 
duced to  this  .situation  by  misfortune  or  miscon- 
duct. There  is  another  point  of  view  in  which 
the  subject  seems  deserving  of  consideration.  I 
mean  a  moral  one.  "  Lead  us  not  into  temptation." 
The  sentiment  contained  in  this  short  address  is 
of  importance,  and  should  never  be  forgotten  by 
rulers.  They  should  always,  as  far  as  possible, 
avoid  those  measures  and  those  legal  provisions 
which  have  a  direct  tendency  to  place  or  leave  a 
citizen  in  situations  where  temptations  may  more 
easily  assail  and  overcome  him.  A  man  who  has 
met  with  sudden  misfortune,  and  is  at  once  de- 
prived of  blessings  to  which  he  has  long  been  ac- 
customed, and  who  in  his  fall  may  pernaps  have 
lost  much  of  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  others, 
is  in  danger  of  losing  all,  unless  encouraged  to  rise 
and  correct  his  conduct  where  it  has  been  im- 
proper. When  he  has  suffered  severely  by  this 
fall,  and  by  giving  up  all  he  had,  let  him  be  at 
liberty  to  recover  from  his  errors  or  his  faults.  Lit 
the  law  be  such  as  to  hold  out  to  him,  with  the 
consent  of  hi?  principal  creditors,  an  inducement 
to  respect  himself,  to  respect  the  laws,  establish  a 
fairer  reputation,  and  place  it  on  a  finner  basis. 
When  a  man  is  once  deserted  by  the  world,  by  his 
former  friends,  he  is  too  apt  to  (orget  his  own  du- 
ties, and  give  up  ail  effort  to  M^in  the  paths  of 
virtue. 

These,  sir,  are  my  general  views  of  the  subject, 
and  some  of  the  most  important  reasons  which  in- 
duce me  to  give  my  support  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  BcRRiLL,  of  Rhode  Island,  said  that  the 
principal  objection  to  this  act,  in  the  minds  of  many 
gentlemen,  was,  that  it  was  designed  for  the  benefit 
of  debtors,  of  debtors  who  had  already  failed,  as 
well  as  of  those  who  were  hereafter  to  fail,  and 
that,  consequently,  it  would  bean  engine  of  fraud  ; 
that  if  he  were  convinced  there  was  in  the  act  any 
foundation  for  this  apprehension,  and  if,  indeed, 
it  were  an  act  for  the  advantage  of  debtors  only, 
he  would  cordially  unite  with  honorable  gentle- 
men in  their  opposition  to  it,  and  should  rejuice  in 
its  rejection.  It  was  because  he  thought  it  an  act 
for  tne  security  of  creditors  against  fraudulent 
debtors,  and  an  act  to  compel  a  fair  and  equal  dis- 
tribution of  the  bankrupt's  estate,  that  it  had  re- 
ceived, and  would  continue  to  receive,  his  .support. 
If  these  beneficial  effects  were  not  likely  to  result, 
or  if  the  wise  and  .salutary  provisions  of  the  bill 
should,  in  its  progress,  be  so  altered  as  to  convert 
the  act  into  a  short  and  easy  system  for  the  relea.^ 


of  debtors  from  their  legal  and  moral  obligations, 
he  hoped  the  bill  would  fail.     It  was  true,  that  the 
effect  described  by  his  honorable  friend  from  Mas- 
sachusetts. (Mr.  Oris,)  as  one  of  the  beneficial 
effects  of  tnis  bill,  would  undoubtedly  be  produced ; 
that  is,  it  would  in  its  operation  restore  to  comfort 
and  usefulness  many  an  honest  and  unfortunate 
bankrupt,  who  would  otherwise  be  consigned  to  a 
life  of  inactivity  and  indigence.  But  this,  however 
useful  and  benevolent,  was  an  incidental  and  in- 
direct consequence.     The  true  object  of  the  pro- 
visions and  checks  of  the  bill,  the  final  end  for 
which  the  system  was  devised,  was  to  make  an 
equal  distribution  of  all  the  bankrupt's  estate  among 
all  his  creditors,  and  thus  to  compel  him  to  do  equal 
justice.     Severe  and  multiplied  as  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  might  seem,  they  were  none  of  them 
unnecessary,  nor  would  any  of  them  injure  an  hon- 
est unfortunate  bankrupt.     They  were  calculated 
for  the  discovery  and  punishment  of  fraud,  and, 
ingenious  as  they  were,  it  must  be  admitted  that 
knavery  was  often  ingenious  and  cunning  enough 
to  evaae  them.      There  would,  undouUedly,  be 
many  cases  of  fraud  under  this  or  any  other  sy  stem ; 
and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Senate  to  examine  and 
amend  the  bill,  that  it  might  receive  all  the  per- 
fectk>n  it  was  capable  of     He  was  ready  to  con- 
cur with  honorable  gentlemen  in  any  amendments 
that  would  make  the  system  more  efficacious,  even 
at  the  expense  of  making  it  more  severe.     If  the 
consent  of  five-sixths  of  the  creditors,  instead  of 
two-thirds,  should  be  required,  in  order  more  com- 
pletely to  secure  the  creditors,  he  was  ready  to 
agree  to  it;  but,  in  his  opinion,  some  system  had 
become  indispensably  necessary,  in  the    circum- 
stances of  the  country,  for  the  protection  of  honest 
creditors  against  the  knavery  of  dishonest  debtors. 
If  gentlemen  are  apprehensive  of  frauds  under  this 
law,  he  would  ask  them,  if  no  frauds  were  perpe- 
trated now,  and  without  this  law?     In  the  large 
cities,  nothing  is  more  common  than  for  a  young 
man.  without  property,  to  commence  business  upon 
credit,  to  live  in  the  style  of  a  man  of  fashion  and 
fortune,  to  push  forward  in  trade  with  all  the  ardor 
inspired  by  youth  and  presumption,  until  he  meets 
with  a  loss;  he  then  suspends  his  payments,  assigns 
bis  property  for  the  benefit  of  his  friends,  his  rela- 
tives, and  hisendorsers ;  the  distant  farmer,  or  plant- 
er, or  manufacturer,  receives  nothing ;  the  debtor 
is  discharged  by  the  State  insolvent  laws,  and  in 
a  few  days  he  resumes  his  career  of  folly,  extrav- 
agance, and  rashness.  A  wise  bankrupt  law  would, 
in  a  degree,  correct  those  evils.     When  a  man 
should  fell  in  his  payments,  the  creditors  would 
interpose,  his  effects  would  be  seized,  his  accounts 
and  books  inspected,  he  himself  closely  interrocated 
and  examined,  his  propK^rty  equally  divided  among 
his  creditors ;  goods  and  effects,  delivered  by  him 
in  unjust  preferences  of  his  friends  over  others, 
woald  be  reclaimed  and  recovered;  and,  if  it  ap- 
peared that  his  bankruptcy  had  been  reused  by 
extravagance  and  dissipation,  or  that  he  had  not 
conducted  himself  fairly  and  honestly  towards  his 
creditors,  his  certificate  of  discharge  would  be  de- 
nied him,  and  he  would  still  remain  liable  for  his 
debts.    As  the  law  sow  stands,  a  man  in  failing 


circumstances  may  prefer  one  creditor  to  another ; 
he  may  select  his  friends,  assign  his  property  to 
trustees  for  the  benefit  of  these  friends,  either  real  or 
pretended  creditors,  and  refuse  to  his  general  cred- 
itors the  smallest  portion  of  his  effects.  Such  con- 
veyances as  these,  at  least  when  made  for  the 
benefit  of  real  creditors,  have  been  adjudged  good 
and  valid,  both  in  the  Federal  and  State  courts; 
and  under  these  decisions  the  most  enormous  frauds 
are  every  day  perpetrated  with  impunity.  The 
debtors  will  not  condescend,  in  some  instances, 
even  to  explain  their  affairs  to  their  creditors,  or 
to  satisfy  them  as  to  the  causes  or  the  extent  of 
their  insolvency.  The  debtors  make  the  arrange- 
ment to  satisfy  themselves  and  their  personal  or 
family  friends  ;  and  the  creditors  at  large  are  not 
indulged  even  in  the  poor  privilege  of  inquiring 
into  ^e  causes  and  reasons  of  these  events. 

In  some  cases  there  is  a  beegarly  remnant  of 
empty  boxes  for  the  general  creditors,  and  they  are 
even  precluded  from  their  dividend  of  this,  unless 
they  sign  a  discharge  by  a  certain  day  prescribed 
by  the  debtor.  Thus  the  creditors  are  defrauded, 
and  the  debtor,  in  many  ca  es,  lives  in  affluence 
and  splendor.  These  are  the  present  evils  which' 
a  well  digested  system  of  bankruptcy  would  re- 
move or  greatly  mitigate.  That  any  system  would 
eradicate  fraud  no  one  could  pretend,  but  any  uni- 
form system  almost  that  could  be  devised,  would 
be  better  than  the  present  state  of  the  relations  be- 
tween debtor  and  creditor,  various  in  the  different 
States,  and  every  where  affording  facilities  for  the 
vilest  frauds.  By  adopting  a  uniform  plan,  in 
which  Congress  could  avail  themselves  of^  the  ex- 
perience of  other  countries,  and  of  our  own,  under 
the  former  bankrupt  law,  they  would  subject  trad- 
ing men  to  a  codeof  regulations,  advantageous  not 
only  to  creditors,  but  to  all  honest  debtors — formi- 
dable and  severe  only  to  the  wicked  and  fraudu- 
lent. The  Constitution  has  made  it  the  duty  of 
Congress  to  frame  such  a  code ;  they  ought  to  dis- 
charge this  duty  at  this  time ;  and  such  amend- 
ments may  hereafter  be  adopted  as  experience  shall 
prove  to  be  necessary.  In  passing  this  law,  Con- 
gress will  not  only  execute  the  Constitution,  and 
secure  the  equality  of  the  rights  of  the  creditors, 
but  they  will  also  fulfil  the  just  expectations  of  the 
whole  mercantile  community. 

Mr.  Eaton,  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  sense 
of  the  Senate  on  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and  to 
see  whether  it  was  worth  while  to  go  into  the  in- 
vestigation of  the  details,  moved  that  the  bill  be 
indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  E.  followed  his  motion  by  a  brief  statement 
of  the  reasons  which  placed  him  in  opposition  to 
the  bill ;  considering  it  as  tending  to  do  more  harm 
to  the  community  than  good ;  f  s  creating  a  privi- 
leged class  in  society ;  as  opening  a  door  to  much 
fraud ;  and,  so  far  as  it  would  operate  retrospect- 
ively, as  a  doubtful  power,  &c. 

Mr.  Mellen  followed  in  reply  to  .Mr.  Eatok, 
and  in  defence  of  the  bill,  as  to  its  expediency,  iu 
entire  constitutionality,  its  beneficial  effects  on  so- 
ciety, and  great  present  necessity. 

Mr.  Trimble  intimated  that,  though  he  should 
vote  against  the  present  motion,  he  should  not  con- 
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ceive  himself  committed  on  the  bill,  as  it  was 
rery  possible  he  might  finally  be  against  its  pas- 
Air.  BoRRiLL  rose  in  defence  of  the  bill  ;  and 
went  into  a  general  examination  of  the  system,  to 
esublish  its  advantages,  the  many  evils  it  would 
prevent  and  cure,  the  good  it  would  do  in  society, 
and  the  distress  it  would  alleviate,  dtc. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
postpone  the  bill  indefinitely,  and  decided,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

For  postponement. — Mesart.  Eaton,  Johnson  of 
Keatoeky,  King  of  Altbama,  Logan,  Macon,  Morril, 
Noble,  Pleaaanta,  Rug glei,  Smith,  Taylor,  Walker  of 
Alabama.  Williams  of  Tenneaaee,  and  Wtlaon — 14. 

Against  pottponement. — Mesara.  Brown,  Burrill, 
Dana,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Elliot,  Gailiard,  Hunter, 
Jobnaon  of  Louisiana,  King  of  New  York,  Lanman, 
Leake,  Lloyd.  Lowrie.  Mellen.  Otii,  Parrolt,  Pinkney, 
Sanford.  Stokea,  Thomaa,  Tichenor,  Trimble,  Van 
Dyke,  and  Williams  of  Miaaiaaippi — 25.    , 


Fridlay,  March  17. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  Committee  of  ' 
Claims  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  petition  of 
James  Wood,  administrator  of  Edward  Wood, 
were  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof,  and  the  petitioner  had  leave  to  with- 
draw his  petition  and  papers. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  petition  of  Anthony 
Kennedy,  of  Philadelphia,  praying  that  a  law  may 
be  passed,  authorizing  the  return  of  a  certain  sum 
of  money  which  remained  in  the  hands  of  the 
collector,  upon  the  redemption  of  a  tract  of  land 
which  had  been  sold  for  the  direct  tax ;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  16th  instant,  "for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  having  buoys  placed 
at  the  several  inlets,  and  on  some  oi  the  shoals  on 
the  coast  of  North  Carolina;"  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  to  change  the  port  of  entry  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Teche,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PRB8IDENT  OP  THE  UwiTEn  STATES  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statet  .- 

I  transmit  to  (yoogress  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  accompanied  with  statera«nta  of  the 
annual  eipenditures  made  in  the  construction  of  the 
road  leading  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Ma- 
•yland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  from  the  year  1806  to  thn 
year  1820. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Marcb  17.  1820. 

The  Message,  together  with  the  accompanying 
documents,  were  read. 

The  following  Message  was  also  received  from 
the  President  op  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

It  being  stipulated  by  the  fourth  article  of  the  arti- 
cles of  agreement  and  ceaaion,  entered  into  on  the  24th 


of  April,  1803,  with  the  Sute  of  Georgia,  that  the  Uni. 
ted  States  should,  at  their  own  eipense  extinguish, 
for  the  use  of  that  State,  as  aoon  aa  it  might  be  done 
on  reasonable  terms,  the  Indian  title  to  all  land  within 
its  limiU,  and  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  being  desir- 
ous of  making  a  further  acquiaition  of  said  lands  at 
this  time,  presuming  that  it  may  be  done  on  reasona- 
ble terms;  and  it  being  also  represented  that  property 
of  considerable  value,  which  had  been  taken  by  the 
Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians  from  citizens  of  Georgis, 
the  restoration  of  which  had  been  provided  for  by  dif- 
ferent treaties,  bat  which  has  never  been  made,  it  ii 
proposed  to  bold  a  treaty  with  those  nations,  and  more 
particularly  with  the  Creeks,  in  the  course  of  this 
Summer,  for  the  attainment  of^theae  objects.  I  sub- 
mit the  subject  to  the  consideration  of  Congresa,  that 
a  sum  adequate  to  the  expense  attending  such  treaty 
may  be  appropriated,  should  Congress  deem  it  eipe> 
dient. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
.Marcb  17,  1880. 

The  Message  was  read. 

Mr.  Pinkney  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
Patterson  and  Sons,  and  others,  merchants  and  un- 
derwriters of  Baltimore,  in  the  State  of  Maryland, 
who  suffered  from  the  depredations  of  French 
cruisers,  praying  that  provision  may  be  made  for 
the  payment  of  all  such  claims,  in  consideration 
of  their  having  been  relinquished  by  the  conven- 
tion of  September  30th,  18tX),  for  certain  great 
political  advantages  in  favor  of  the  United  Sutes; 
and  the  memorial  was  read. 

Mr.  Otis  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration :  * 

Retolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  KepreaentatiTes  do  adjourn 
their  respective  Hoaaes  on  Monday,  the  tenth  day  of 
April  next. 

Mr.  RcGOLES  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 

in  a  bill,  granting  to  the  State  of  Ohio  the  right  of 

pre-emption  to  certain  sections  of  land ;  and  the 

j  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

j      Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition  of  John  Pot- 

j  ter,  of  North  Carolina,  praymg  the  renewal  of  a 

certain  land  warrant;  and  the  petition  was  read, 

and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

'  BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

I  Whole,  (Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  in  the  Chair,)  the 

I  consideration  of  this  bill,  and  proceeded  with  the 

details  thereof,  and  having  nuule  one  or  two  minor 

amendments, 

Mr.  Eaton  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  6th  sec- 
tion the  clause  which  provides,  that  when  the 
commissioners  '*  shall  think  that  there  is  reason  to 
'  apprehend  that  a  bankrupt  intends  to  abscond  or 
'  conceal  himself  or  herself;  in  case  it  be  necessary, 
'  in  order  to  take  the  body  of  the  said  bankrupt, 
'  they  shall  have  power  to  cause  the  doors  of  the 
'  dwelling-house  of  such  bankrupt  to  be  broken, 
'  or  the  doors  of  any  other  house  in  which  he  or 
'  she  shall  be  found.'' 

The  amendment  was  supported  by  Mr.  Eaton, 
and  Mr.  Logan,  on  the  ground,  principally,  of  its 
repugnance  to  the  Constitution,  which  declares 
that  no  person   shall  be  subject  to  unreasonable 
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searches,  dec,  unsupported   by  oath  or  affirma- 
tion. ,  ,     ,,  r. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Burrill. 
One,  Mellen,  and  Lanman,  for  the  reasons, 
chiefly,  that  the  power  given  in  the  clause  was 
viul  to  the  system,  and  was  essentially  necessary 
to  its  execution ;  that  the  power  forcibly  tx>  enter 
houses  and  seize  persons  was  permitted  by  law  for 
many  offences  greatly  inferior  to  the  crime  provided 
for  in  this  clause ;  that  in  this  case  it  was  to  be 
under  a  warrant;  that  honest  bankruptt  would 
never  fly  from  their  creditors ;  and  that  it  would 
be  the  dishonest  and  fraudulent  only  who  would 
seek  to  conceal  themselves,  &c. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  suggested  to  the  mover  the  pro- 
priety of  dividing  the  question  on  the  two  branches 
of  the  clause,  so  as  to  be  taken  separately  on  the 
authority  of  breaking  the  bankrupt's  own  house, 
and  the  house  of  another  person— to  which  sugges- 
tion Mr.  Eaton  acceded. 

Mr.  Hcnter  was  glad  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, had  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
this  clause  of  the  bill,  as  it  was  a  feature  that  would 
ceruinly  be,  in  this  country,  inconsistent  w»th  the 
rights  of  the  citizen ;  it  would  undoubtedly  be  a 
violation  of  the  4th  article  of  the  Constitution  to 
leave  such  a  power  at  the  entire  discretion  of  a 
commissioner ;  but  the  defect  of  the  clause,  Mr.  H. 
said,  was  merely  in  a  verbal  omission  ;  and,  should 
certain  words  be  inserted,  the  provision  would  be 
made  to  comport  strictly  with  every  part  of  the 
4th  article  of  the  Constitution.  He  moved,  there- 
fore, to  obviate  the  objections  to  the  clause,  to  in- 
sert therein  the  words  of  the  Constitution  which 
had  been  referred  to. 

Mr.  Otis  had  no  objection  to  the  amendment, 
although  he  did  not  conceive  it  necessary.  The 
bUl  permitted  a  person  to  be  declared  a  bankrupt 
only  under  oath,  dec.,  but  he  might  reply,  also  that 
in  referring  to  the  Constitution  it  ought  to  be  taken 
altogether ;  and  in  giving  to  Congress  the  power 
to  enact  a  bankrupt  law,  it  was  to  be  presumed 
that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  intended  to 
convey  the  power  of  making  it  efficient.  It  was 
reasonable  to  suppose,  also,  that  when  the  provision 
was  inserted  in  the  Constitution,  its  framers  had 
in  view  not  a  bankrupt  system  of  France  or  of 
Germany,  but  the  system  of  England,  upon  which 
system  this  bill  was  framed,  iu:. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  amending  the 
clause  as  moved  by  Mr.  Hunter,  and  agreed  to, 
nem.  cw.,  by  inserting  after  the  word the  fol- 
lowing words  of  the  Constitution :  "  on  probable 
cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affirmation,  by  war- 
rant," to  cau:*  the  doors,  &c. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  observed,  that,  however  proper 
it  might  be  to  enter  forcibly  the  house  of  the  bank- 
rupt himself;  yet  it  was  not,  he  conceived,  propCT 
for  the  house  of  a  third  person  to  be  subject  to  such 
violence,  without  notice,  at  least.  He  therefore 
moved  to  insert  in  the  clause  the  words  "after 
nouce  and  demand,  and  refusal  of  entrance  by  the 
owner,  or  occupier  ;"  which  motion  was  agreed  to 
without  objection.  .  „    ..    .     „ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lahmaw,  the  word    adjudge 


was  substituted  for  the  word  "  think,"  m  the  same 
clause  of  the  bill,  quoted  above. 

Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  strike  out  the  tw«aty- 
fifth  section  of  the  bill  which  b  in  the  following 
words : 

"  That  the  aaid  commissioners  shall  have  power  to 
examine,  upon  oath  or  affirmation,  the  wife  of  any 
person  lawfully  declared  a  bankrupt,  for  diacovery  of 
such  part  of  hia  estaU  aa  may  be  concealed  or  dupoaed 
of  by  such  wife,  or  by  any  other  person  ;  and  the  said 
wife  shall  incur  auch  penalties  for  not  appearing  be- 
fore the  aaid  commiaaionera,  or  refuaing  to  be  sworn 
or  afl5rm,  or  examined,  and  to  subscribe  her  eiamma- 
tion,  or  for  not  disclosing  the  truth,  aa  by  thU  aa  u 
provided  againat  any  other  peraon  in  like  caaea. 

Mr.  W.  in  making  this  motion  observed,  in  sub- 
stance, that  it  would  be  wrong,  in  his  opinion,  to 
adopt  any  legislative  provision  which  should  have 
the  effect  to  light  up  the  torch  of  discord  in  the 
domestic  relations  of  life;  that  the  unfortunate 
wife  would  feel  enough  under  the^e  circumstances 
of  her  family,  without  being  subject  to  the  inquisi- 
tion proposed  in  the  section.  The  husband,  too, 
would  have  enough  to  torture  his  mind  without 
the  reflection  that  his  wife  was  to  be  dragged  lor- 
ward  and  possibly  imprisoned  for  two  years,  on  a 
charge  of  collusion,  &c.  Mr.  W.  conceived  it 
morally  wrong  that  the  wife  should,  in  any  case, 
be  required  to  testify  against  her  husband,  or  chil- 
dren against  their  parent.  ,     „   , 

Mr.  P1NK.NEY  said,  the  section  violated  all  the 
best  charities  of  life,  without  being  of  any  use  m 
the  system.  If  a  wife  was  sworn,  could  they  ex- 
pect the  truth?  No— they  might  expect  perjury  to 
stain  her  lips.  It  was  one  of  the  most  sacred 
maxims  of  law  that  a  wife  should  not  give  evi- 
dence against  her  husband.  What  would  be  cnm-. 
inal  in  another,  in  her  b  innocence.  Mr.  P.  re- 
ferred to  a  remarkable  instance  of  the  truth  of  this 
principle— the  case  of  Lavalette.  When  his  wife 
enabled  him  to  escape  from  prison,  disguised  in  her 
clothes,  and  she  remained  in  prison  to  answer  the 


deed,  she  was  not  only  acquitted  bv  the  universal 
opinion  of  the  worid,  but  also  bv  the  law  of  France ; 
it  was  honorable  to  the  law  of  France  that  it  was 
so.     He  hoped  the  section  would  be  expunged. 
This  motion  was  agreed  to  without  objection. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Dickerson,  the  third  section 
was  modified  in  relation  to  the  compensauon  of 
the  commissioners  and  their  clerk,  and  their  com- 
pensation fixed  at  five  dollars  a  day  to  each,  whUe 
acting,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  bankrupt's  estate. 

Mr.  Lloyd  moved  to  strike  out  the  Allowing 
section,  being  the  twenty-eighth  of  the  said  bill : 

"  That  if  any  person  shall  become  bankrupt,  and 
at  such  Ume,  by  consent  of  the  owner,  have  in  hia  or 
her  possesion  and  dUposition  any  gooda,  whereof  he 
or  abe  shall  be  repnted  owner,  and  Uke  upon  him  or 
herself  the  sale,  alteration,  or  disposition  thereof,  aa 
owner,  the  commissioners  shall  have  power  to  assign 
the  same  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditora,  aa  fully  aa 
any  other  part  of  the  esUte  of  the  bankrupt 

A  good  deal  of  discussion  took  place  on  Uui 
motion,  between  Messrs.  Lloyd,  Burrill,  B4a- 
coN,  Otis,  Wilson,  Eaton,  and  Lanman,  re- 
specting the  construction  which  it  would  admit, 
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that  which  it  had  received  under  the  old  law,  its 
general  operation,  &c.  The  section  was  finally 
modified  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lanman,  to  read,  "  by 
the  collusive  consent  of  the  owner." 

Mr.  DicKERSON  then  moved  to  strike  from  the 
forty-ninth  section  the  following  clause : 

"  And  if  lucb  account  (againat  the  commiMioner 
for  any  thing  done  under  thia  act)  be  brought  in  any 
State  court,  the  aame  may,  at  any  time  before  issue 
joined,  be  removed  into  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  aame  manner  and  under  the  aame  reg- 
ulations, and  with  the  same  effects,  to  all  intents  and 
parposes,  as  suits  brought  in  a  State  court  against  an 
alien,  or  against  a  citizen  of  a  State  other  than  that 
where  the  snit  ia  brought,  may  now  by  law  be 
removed." 

After  some  conversation  on  the  subject,  between 
Messrs.  Dickerson,  and  Pinenet,  in  which  the 
latter  gentleman  opposed  the  motion — it  was  with- 
drawn by  the  mover. 

Mr.  LowRiE  renewed  the  motion  to  strike  out 
this  clause  ;  whereupon,  a  debate  of  considerable 
duration  ensued,  in  which  the  motion  was  advo- 
cated by  Messrs.  Lowrie,  Van  Dyke,  and  Smith, 
and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Otis,  Lanman,  and 
Mellen  ;  and  was  finally  agreed  to  by  a  division — 
aye^  17,  noes  9. 

Mr.  DicKERSON  next  moved  to  add  the  follow- 
ing provision  to  the  bill  as  a  separate  section  : 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act  shall  con- 
tinue and  be  in  force  for  the  space  of  five  years  from 
the  passing  thereof,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the 
next  session  of  Congress,  and  no  longer. 

Mr.  D.  offered  a  few  remarks  in  support  of  this 
proposition  to  limit  the  duration  of  the  present 
act — and  the  motion  was  agreed  to  nem.  con. 

Mr.  PiNKNEY  intimated  that  he  should  take  an 
opportunity  to  offer  an  amendment  to  that  provi- 
sion which  requires  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of 
the  creditors  in  number  and  amount,  to  the  dis- 
charge of  a  bankrupt ;  after  which. 

The  bill  was  postponed  to  Monday. 


MoNUAY,  March  20. 

The  Presiuent  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  obedience  to  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  13th  instant,  con- 
taining a  statement  of  the  quantity  of  land  which 
has  been  sold,  th^  quantity  which  remains  unsold, 
and  the  amount  of  sales  in  each  land  district  in  the 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  respectively  ; 
and  the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  WiLBON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  subiect  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Hunter ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary, to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  and  doc- 
timents  of  James  Brown,  of  Tennessee,  made  a  re- 
port, accompanied  by  a  resolution  that  the  prayer 
of  the  memorialist  be  not  granted,  and  that  he  have 
leave  to  withdraw  his  memorial.  The  report  and 
resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Thomas  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill,  granting  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  ac- 


tual settlers  en  the  public  lands ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  niotion  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufacttires  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  mak- 
ing Louisville,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  on  the 
Ohio  river,  a  port  of  entry. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Elliot,  the  Message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  17th  in- 
stant, on  the  subject  of  a  proposed  treaty  to  be  held 
with  ceruin  Indian  tribes,  for  extinguishing  the 
Indian  title  to  all  lands  within  the  limits  of  the 
State  of  Georcia,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
I  on  Indian  Afilairs. 

i  Mr.  DicKERSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
I  merce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  the  subject 
1  was  referred,  reported  a  bill,  declaring  the  consent 
{  of  Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the  Legislature  of 
I  the  State  of  North  Carolina;  and  the  bill  wa.s 
:  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  memorial  of  Thomas 
'  Law,  and  others,  praying  that  the  act  of  Congress 
I  authorizing  the  sale  of  reservation  No.  10,  in  the 
City  of  Washington,  may  be  so  amended  as  to 
vary  the  original  plan,  and  to  appropriate  and  sell 
a  portion  ofthe  street  of  said  city  ;  and  the  memo- 
rial was  read,  and  referred  to  tne  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  RoHERTS  presented  the  petition  of  Benja- 
min WelU,  John  Wells,  and  John  Webster,  who 
were  collectors  of  the  internal  revenue  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  imder  the 
act  of  Congress  of  1791,  praying  relief  in  the  set- 
tlement of  their  accounts;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  th^  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  E.  De  La 
Francia,  praying  compensation  for  a  quantity  of 
arms,  ammunition,  6cc.,  sold  by  him  to  Reuben 
Kemper,  the  agent  of  the  Convention  of  the  State 
of  Florida,  now  a  part  of  Louisiana ;  and  the  pe- 
tition was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise; 
and  Messrs.  Brown,  Burkill,  and  Macon,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  DicKERSON  presented  the  memorial  of  Rich- 
ard Smyth,  late  collector  of  the  internal  taxes  for 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  praying  relief  in  the 
settlement  of  his  accounts,  in  consequence  of  his 
having  been  robbed  of  a  considtrable  sum  of  mo- 
ney, as  stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Sanforo  presented  the  petition  of  Matthew 
McNair,  praying  indemnification  for  the  loss  of  a 
flat-bottomed  boat,  pressed  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  by  Robert  Swartwout,  Quarter- 
master General ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PRESinENT  OF  THE  UnITEU  StaTEH  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .- 

In  compliance  with  a  reaolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
16th  of  February,  1820,  requesting  me  to  cause  to  b« 
laid  before  it  "  abstracts  of  the  bonds  or  other  securi* 
ties  given  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  by  the 
coUecton:  of  the  customs,  receivers  of  public  moneys 
for  landa,  and  registers  of  public  lands  ;  paymastera  in 
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the  army,  and  pursers  in  the  navy  T?ho  are  now  in 
office,  or  who  have  heretofore  been  in  office,  and  whose 
accounU  remain  unsettled ;  together  with  a  sUtement 
of  such  other  facU  as  may  tend  lo  show  the  expediency 
or  inexpediency  of  so  far  altering  the  law?  respecting 
•uch  officers,  that  they  may  hereafter  be  appointed  for 
limited  periods,  subject  lo  removal  as  heretofore,  I 
transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  from  the  SecreUry  of 
the  Treasury,  which,  with  the  documenU  accompany- 
inc  it.  will  afford  all  the  information  required. 
'     '  JAMES  MONROE. 

MAmca  20,  1820. 


The  Message,  together  with  the  accompanying 
report  and  documents,  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  on  the  petition 
of  .William  C.  Kausler ;  and  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  was  postponed  until  Wednesday  next. 
The  resolution  for  the  adjournment  of  Congress 
was  read  the  second  time ;  and  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  General  Assembly  of  Louisiana, 
praying  the  grant  of  certain  lands  therein  described, 
for  ceruin  public  services ;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands.  .  , 

Mr.  Johnson  also  presented  another  memorial 
of  the  same  Legislature,  respecting  the  land  titles 
in  said  State,  and  praying  the  appointment  of  a 
board  of  commist-ioners  to  adjudicate  the  sarne; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 
The  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Ohio  the  right 
of  prc-?mption  to  certain  sections  of  land,  was  read 
the  second  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Si  nate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  further  appropria- 
tions for  continuing  the  work  upon  the  centre 
building  of  the  Capitol,  and  for  other  purposes ;' 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government,  for  the  year  1820 ; 
and  also  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  Sute  to  cause  the  laws  of  the  Mich- 
igan Territory  to  be  printed  and  distributed,  and 
for  other  purposes ;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  said  three  bills  were  read,  and  severally 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Burrill  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  the  Senate  copiea  of  the 
correspondence  between  the  Ministera  or  other  agenU 
of  the  United  Stales,  and  the  Minislerior  Government 
of  Sweden,  relative  »o  seaures,  sequestrations,  or  con- 
fiscations of  the  ships  or  other  property  of  citiiens  of 
the  United  Sutes,  under  the  aulhorily  of  Sweden  or 
of  France,  while  the  French  were  in  posaession  of 
Fomerania  or  other  territoriea  of  Sweden;  or  of  so 
much  of  said  correspondence  as  may,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  President,  be  communicated  without  injury  to  the 
public  interest. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1820," 


was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  moved  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Claims  unfavorable  to  the 
petition  of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and  others,  (which 
prays  the  adjustment  of  a  Revolutionary  contract 
for  supplying  the  army,  and  the  pavment  of  a  cer- 
tain sum  under  that  contract,  dtc.,)  be  recommit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  with  instructions 
to  report  a  bill  to  allow  the  petitioners  their  just 
proportion  of  the  damages  recovered  of  them  by 
the  sub-contractors,  with  interest  thereon  from  the 
date  of  payment. 

In  support  of  his  motion,  Mr.  King  went  into 
the  history  of  the  claim  and  its  merits ;  into  the 
examination  of  which,  and  explanations  of  the 
views  taken  of  it  by  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
Messrs.  Roberts  and  Wilson  also  entered;  after 
which  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 


LOSSES  IN  THE  SEMINOLE  WAR. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  make  compensation  for 
horses  and  other  property  lost,  captured,  or  de- 
stroyed, in  the  Seminole  war,  was  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  Pleasants  moved  that  the  bill  be  recom- 
mitted to  a  select  committee,  with  instructions  so 
to  amend  the  same  that  the  proper  accounting  o&- 
cers  be  instructed  to  deduct  from  the  value  of  each 
horse  the  amount  received,  or  which  each  pro- 
prietor is  authorized  to  receive,  for  the  u.se  and 
risk  of  the  same. 

This  motion  brought  on  a  short  debate  on  the 
merits  of  the  bill,  between  Mr.  Pleasants,  in  op- 
position to  it  in  its  present  shape,  and  Mr.  Eaton 
and  Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  in  support  of 
the  bill — the  first  named  gentleman  contending 
that  it  was  not  proper  that  the  volunteers  should 
receive  pay   for  the  risk  and  use  of  the  horses, 
amounting  in  many  instances  to  the  entire  value 
of  the  horse,  and  then  to  be  paid  in  addition  the 
full  price  in  case  of  the  loss  of  the  horse ;  that  it 
would  be  much  better  for  the  Government  in  the 
first  instance  to  buy  the  horses,  and,  after  per- 
forming the  service,  sell  such  as  were  left,  &c.; 
and  that  if  this  bill  must  pass,  the  amount  paid 
the  men  for  the  use  and  risk  of  the  horses  ought, 
in  justice,  to  be  deducted  from  the  valuation,  &c. 
It  was  not  just  either  that  the  price  of  the  horse 
should  be  estimated  at  his  value  when  he  entered 
the  service,  but  according  to  his  worth  after  he 
had  performed  the  service  for  which  the  per  diem 
allowance  of  forty  cents  was  intended  to  pay,  Su:. 
Mr.  Eaton  thought  it  incorrect  as  well  as  tin- 
usual  to  bring  forward  such  a  motion  on  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill  after  it  had  been  fully  discussed, 
and  its  principles  understood  and  sanctioned  by  a 
majority  of  the  Senate.     The  documents  lately 
printed  by  the  other  House  disclosed  tmt  one  fact 
that  bore  on  the  subject— that  in  relation  to  the 
pay  for  clothing  ;  that  this  fact  was  now  provided 
for  in  the  bill,  and  that  it  might  be  very  safely 
left  to  the  accounting  ofl&cers  of  the  Treasury. 
From  a  full  and  impartial  examination  of  the  sub- 
ject Mr.  E.  believed  the  provisions  of  the  bill  were 
most  equitable,  and  that  justice  would  not  be  done 
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to  a  large  and  patriotic  class  of  citizens  unless  it 
were  passed.  He  took  a  view  of  the  act  of  1817,  au- 
thorizing this  force,  to  show  that  the  claims  grew 
out  of  a  fair  contract  with  the  Government,  and 
that  the  faith  of  the  Government  would  be  vio- 
lated unless  they  were  paid ;  that  the  per  diem 
allowance  was  merely  for  the  risk  of  casualties 
and  wear  and  tear  of  the  horses — not  to  indemnify 
their  loss  when  that  loss  was  produced  by  the  fail- 
ure of  the  Grovemment  to  provide  subsistence  for 
them,  &c. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  observed  that  the 
first  law  passed  to  make  compensation  for  horses 
killed  in  battle  was  in  1795 — the  horses  were 
ralued  at  the  time  they  went  into  the  service. 
The  law  of  1816  was  in  conformity  to  the  law  of 
1795  and  the  practice  under  it ;  and  this  bill  ac- 
corded with  the  laws  and  with  the  usage  of  the 
country  down  to  the  present  time ;  and  why,  he 
wished  to  know,  was  an  invidious  distinction  now 
to  be  made  between  the  claims  of  Tennessee  and 
those  heretofore  allowed  in  all  other  parts  of  the 
Union?  Such  a  distinction,  Mr.  W.  said,  was 
unjust  and  impolitic.  And  what,  he  asked,  would 
be  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  Tennessee,  under  a 
sense  of  so  invidious  and  unjust  a  distinction  ? 
The  former  laws  granting  similar  indemnity  were 
received  with  universal  approbation  by  the  people, 
and  as  there  was  no  good  reason  for  withholding 
the  same  measure  of  justice  in  this  case  as  in 
others,  he  hoped  the  bill  would  be  permitted  to  pass. 

Mr.  Pleasants  assured  the  gentleman  that  he 
was  as  free  from  prejudice  in  the  present  case  as 
any  man  in  the  Senate.  So  far  from  wishing  to 
make  an  invidious  distinction  against  the  people 
of  Tennessee,  he  said  they  had  proved  in  the  late 
war  with  England,  as  well  as  in  the  wars  with 
the  Indians,  that  their  valor  entitled  them  to  the 
highest  niche  in  the  temple  of  American  fame. 
He  proceeded  to  say  that  he  was  not  present  when 
the  bill  was  discussed  on  the  second  reading,  and 
had  no  wish  to  throw  unnecessary  obstacles  in  its 
way.  But  he  did  think  that  when  these  volun- 
teers got  paid  the  full  value  of  the  services  of  their 
horses  they  had  been  paid  enough ;  and  if  they 
were  now  to  receive  tne  full  price  for  those  lost, 
the  former  allowance  ought  to  be  deducted,  or 
that  the  value  ought  to  be  estimated  when  they 
came  out  of  service,  not  when  they  went  in,  be- 
cause the  diminished  value  produced  by  the  ser- 
rice  had  been  paid  for  by  the  daily  compensa- 
tion, dec. 

Mr.  Eaton  replied,  and  Mr.  Pleasants  re- 
joined— each  supporting  the  opinions  they  had 
advanced. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Pleasants's 
motion,  it  was  negatived  without  a  division  ;  and 

The  bill  was  then  passed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence. 


BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  this  bill,  and  proceeded  in 
the  consideration  of  its  details,  to  which  two  or 
three  amendments  were  offered  and  discussed,  by 
Messrs,  Pleasants,  Lowhie,  Mellen,  Lanman, 
and  Vam  Dyke. 


Mr.  Otis  rose  to  offer  an  amendment,  not  so 
much  from  his  own  conviction  of  its  necessity,  as 
from  the  expressed  wish  of  a  gentleman  from  Ma- 
ryland, (Mr.  PiNKNEY,)  who  had  on  Friday  inti- 
mated an  intention  of  offering  it  himself  to-day, 
but  was  now  absent.  It  had  often,  perhaps  almost 
invariably,  been  the  case,  as  was  stated  fast  week 
bv  Mr.  P.,  that  banks,  either  from  the  indispensa- 
ble nature  of  their  rules,  or  some  other  cause,  had 
refused  to  sign  the  certificate  to  discharge  a  bank- 
rupt ;  and  as  the  bill  required  the  consent  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  creditors,  in  amount  as  well  as  in 
number,  and  as  banks  were  generally  very  large 
creditors,  this  provision  of  the  bill,  if  unmodified, 
might  operate  very  hardly  on  those  who  should 
become  the  subject  of  it.  Mr.  O.  therefore  moved 
a  proviso  to  the  end  of  the  37th  section,  requiring, 
in  substance,  that  when  any  body  corporate  or 
politic  shall  be  a  creditor  of  a  banxrupt,  when  its 
consent  alone  is  necessary  to  make  up  two-thirds 
for  the  discharge  of  the  said  bankrupt,  that  the 
commissioners  shall  have  power  to  require  said 
corporation  to  appear  before  them  and  show  cause 
wherefore  they  refuse  consent ;  and  if  they  shall 
fail  to  show  sufficient  cause,  in  the  fraud  or  mis- 
management of  the  said  bankrupt,  that  their  re- 
fusal shall  not  hinder  the  discharge,  dec. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  observed,  that  he  had  no  objec- 
tion to  two-thirds  of  the  creditors,  in  number,  being 
made  necessary  for  the  discharge  of  the  debtor, 
but  he  doubted  whether  it  was  proper  to  require 
two-thirds  in  value  also ;  he  therefore  moved  to 
amend  the  37th  section,  by  striking  out  the  words 
"in  value,"  so  as  to  entitle  the  kinkrupt  to  his 
discharge  on  two-thirds  in  number  of  his  creditors 
sigiaing  the  certificate.  If  this  amendment  should 
prevail,  Mr.  Van  D.  said  he  intended  to  enlarge  the 
sum  due  to  the  assenting  creditors,  (now  fifty  dol- 
lars each,  by  the  bill,)  so  as  to  combine  fairly  the 
principle  of  number  and  value. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  thought  the  bill  made  it  easy 
enough  already  for  a  debtor  to  obtain  a  certificate 
of  discharge,  and  he  would  rather  make  it  more 
difficult  than  less  so.  By  requiring  the  consent  ^f 
two-thirds  in  amount,  as  well  as  in  number,  Mr. 
B.  thought  it  would  operate  in  a  salutary  manner 
on  men  in  business,  as  they  would  know  that  un- 
less they  managed  their  affairs  with  fairness  and 
propriety,  it  would  be  difficult  to  obtain  a  release 
in  case  of  bankruptcy.  A  creditor,  he  thought,  to 
the  amount  of  810,000,  ought  to  have  a  greater 
weight  in  the  question  of  release  than  one  of  850; 
which  opinion  Mr.  B.  argued  at  some  length  to 
support.  By  requiring  the  consent  of  two-thirds 
in  number  only,  it  would  enable  a  few  friends, 
small  creditors,  to  release  a  debtor  in  opposition  to 
the  will  of  those  to  whom  he  was  chiefly  indebted. 
The  bill  guarded  against  this.  There  would  be 
frauds  enough  under  the  bill  even  as  it  was,  Mr. 
B.  said,  and  he  would  not  increase  the  facility  of 
committing  them,  but  would  prefer  giving  the  bill 
additional  checks  against  it,  ac 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  remarked  that,  according  to  the 
view  he  took  of  this  system,  it  was  for  the  benefit 
of  the  debtor  as  well  as  the  creditor ;  and  he  ar- 
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sued  to  show  that,  when  a  man  had  failed  m  busi- 
ness and  given  up  his  all,  there  ought  not  to  be 
too  many  difficulties  thrown  in  the  way  ofhis  res- 
toration to  society,  to  activity,  and  to  usefulness, 
if  it  should  appear  that  he  had  conducted  himselt 
with  fairness;  this  effect,  by  the  bill  as  it  stood, 
might  be  prevented  by  a  single  obstinate  or  mex- 
ora\)le  creditor,  and  operate  a  great  hardship  on 
the  debtor.  Should  his  views  be  deemed  correct, 
the  minimum  required  might  be  increased  from 
$50  to  $100,  or  even  200. 

Mr.  BoRRiLL  rejoined,  that  another  reason  op- 
posed to  this  amendment  was,  that  it  would  create 
an  inducement  in  a  debtor,  foreseeing  that  he 
should  fail,  to  contract  many  small  debts  among 
his  friends— and  they  might  be  bona  fide  debts 
too— and  enable  them  to  out-poll  his  large  credi- 
tors. This  cettainly  ought  not  to  be  encouraged. 
Mr.  B.  thought  the  bill,  as  reported,  was  framed 
with  a  just  regard  to  the  rights  of  both  parties,  and 
to  guard  both  parties  against  fraud  and  injustice. 
He  was  afraid,  moreover,  that  the  amendment 
would  endanger  the  bill  itself.  This,  he  contend- 
ed, was  strictly  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  creditors, 
although  honest  debtors  would  be  incidentally  ben- 
efittedby  its  provisions. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  again  spoke  to  show  that  there 
were  other  provisions  of  the  bill  which  would  pre- 
vent the  bad  effect  which  it  was  apprehended  his 
amendment  would  produce. 

Mr.  Otis  observed  that  this  bill,  like  all  others 
of  an  important  nature,  embracing  many  provis- 
ions, would  be  objected  to  and  supported  upon 
principles  precisely  opposite  to  each  other— one 
said  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  debtors ;  another,  that 
it  was  for  the  benefit  of  creditors,  &c.  It  could 
not  be  expected,  Mr.  O.  said,  to  make  the  system 
perfect  in  the  outset ;  he  had  himself  agreed  to 
amendments  which  he  doubted  the  propriety  of; 
but  he  wished  to  make  it  acceptable  to  all ;  to  put 
it  into  operation,  and  improve  it  as  experience 
might  point  out ;  he  would  take  advantage  of  the 
experience  of  other  nations,  who  he  was  willing 
should  be  pioneers  in  the  system.  Mr.  O.  entered 
into  a  brief  view  of  the  section,  to  show  that  it 
was  devised  with  an  equitable  regard  to  the  rights 
and  interests  of  debtors  and  creditors,  and  the 
just  influence  both  of  the  number  and  value  of 

Mr.  Mellen  stated,  that  he  was  in  favor  of  this 
bill,  because  he  conceived  it  intended  to  insure  an 
equality  of  rights,  and  add  to  the  security  of  cred- 
itors ;  and  he  could  not  consent  to  open  the  door 
any  wider,  or  perinit  any  additional  facilities  for 
the  release  of  debtors.     He  entered  into  an  exam- 
ination  of  the  section  to  obviate  the  objections 
urged  againsi  it  by  Mr.  Van  Dyke;  and  argued 
to  prove  tha'f  the  effect  of  the  amendment  vrould 
be  to  afford  a  greater  facility  to  the  commission  of 
fraud,  under  a  system,  by  which  it  was  ixrham 
impossible  to  prevent  it  entirely ;  but  against  which 
it  was  prop^  to  guard  as  far  as  practicable,  &«• 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  observed  that  this  was  a  bill 
with  a  double  aspect,  looking  both  to  the  interest 
of  the  debtot  and  the  creditor— and  he  presumed 
the  National  Legislature  would  never  consent  to 


subject  a  debtor  to  the  scrutiny,  the  inquisition,  the 
penalties,  and  all  the  circumstances  required  by 
the  bill,  without  providing  for  his  ultimate  reliei, 
by  affording  a  reasonable  security  for  his  release 
from  his  creditors.  There  was,  he  believed,  as 
little  probability  of  fraud  with  this  amendment  as 
without  it,  and  it  was  certainly  equitable  towards 
the  debtor.  If  found  to  be  inexpedient  in  its  ope- 
ration, it  would  be  as  easy  to  repeal  it  as  to  enact 
It  hereafter,  if  found  necessary,  &c. 

Mr.  Dickerson  was  opposed  to  the  amendment. 
He  would  appeal  as  little  as  possible  to  the  oath 
of  the  debtor,  and  offer  as  few  motives  as  possible 
to  the  commission  of  fraud.  He  wished  the  cred- 
itors to  have  a  fair  and  equitable  voice  in  the 
release  of  the  debtor,  which  he  believed  would  not 
be  the  case  if  the  amendment  prevailed.  In  fact, 
if  the  bill  were  relaxed,  as  to  the  debtors,  he  should 
be  obliged,  he  feared,  to  vote  against  its  passage. 
He  had  witnessed  the  operation  of  the  former  law, 
and  he  was  sure,  from  his  knowledge  of  that  act, 
that  this  amendment  would  produce  more  harm 

than  good.  _     , 

Mr.  Lanman  was  compelled  also  to  differ  trom 
the  mover  of  this  amendment.     The  msolvent  acts 
of  the  Eastern  States  had  almost  always  given 
e<iualitv  to  the  number  and  the  value  of  debts  in 
the  diiicharge  of  the  debtor:  in  New  \ork,  the 
old   insolvent  law,  which  had   discharged   more 
debtors  perhaps  than  any  other  in  the  Lnion,  re- 
quired the  consent  of  three-fourths  in  value  and 
number,  so  that  the  apprehension  that  this  section, 
requiring  two-thirds  only,  would  present  too  many 
obstacles  to  the  release  of  debtors,  was  not  w6ll 
founded.    Mr.  L.  said  he  was  in  favor  of  this  bdl, 
because  it  would  have  the  effect  to  limit  the  prac- 
tice of  credit,  and  would  tend  to  keep  men  withm 
their  own  means :  this  he  thought  the  true  reason 
for  a  bankrupt  law,  and  the  consequence  would 
be,  that  there  would  not  be  many  large  creditors- 
men  would  be  afraid  to  become  so.     Mr.  L.  argued 
at  some  length   to  illustrate  these  opinions— ob- 
serving, in   the   course  of  his  remarks,  that  the 
reason  why  banks  had  declined  to  consent  to  the 
discharge  of  bankrupts,  might  be  attributed  to  the 
circumstance,  that   in  debts  to  banks  there  were 
other  persons  (the  endorsers)  also  responsible  with 
the  bankrupt,  and  a  release  of  the  bankrupt  mi^ht 
alter  that  responsibUity  and  other  rights,  &c.    Ihe 
useful  effect  of  this  bUl,  Mr.  L.  repeated,  would  be 
to   keep  men  within  their   real  means  and  true 
capacity  for  business,  and  prevent  them  from  run- 
ning  into  debt,  by  deterring  others  from  giving 
credit  extensively  or  lightly.     The  system  would 
become  woven  into  the  concerns  of  society  ;  every 
person  would  square  his  business  and  his  policy  bv 
the  frame  and  policy  of  this  great  system,  which 
seemed,  to   have  entered  so  prominently  mto  the 
views  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  <tc. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  was  averse  to  pressing  his 
amendment  in  opposition  to  the  opmioM  of  his 
friends,  so  generally  expressed  ;  and  would,  there- 
fore, for  the  present,  withdraw  it ;  mtimating  that 
he  would,  when  the  subject  next  came  up,  prop«« 
an  amendment  of  much  importance  m  this  sys- 
tem—which 'was,  to  extend  its  provisions  to  the 
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voluntary  acceptance  of  other   classes, 
comprehended  in  the  bilL 

The  bill  was  then  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Tc£8DAY,  March  21. 

Mr.  LowRtE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  who  were  instructed  by  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
provision,  by  law,  for  the  payment  to  the  seversu 
deputy  surveyors  in  the  Missouri  Territory  full 
compensation  for  certain  services,  made  a  report, 
accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that  the  committee 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject.     The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  same 
committee,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  George  Mayfield,  (who  prays  that  a  cer- 
tain grant  of  land,  made  to  himself  and  others  by 
the  Creek  Indians,  during  the  negotiation  of  the 
Treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  in  August,  1814,  may  be 
confirmed  ;)  which  was  read. 

Mr.  W.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of 
the  public  land,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Le- 
^slature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  British  claims  to  lands  in  Hancock  and 
Jackson  counties,  in  said  State  ;  and  the  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  8th  ultimo,  the  memorial  of 
E.  H.  Bay  and  others,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi, 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  relating  to  British  grants  of 
land,  were  discharged  from  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  committee 
llast  mentioned,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 
/  Mr.  Edwardh  presented  the  petition  of  Elisha 
Henngton,  and  also  the  petition  of  Elisha  He- 
rington  and  others,  of  Illinois,  praying  confirma- 
tion of  their  titles  to  certain  lands ;  and  the  peti- 
tions were  read,  and  respectively  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  cause  the  laws  of  the  Michigan 
Territory  to  be  printed  and  distributed,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  further  appro- 
priation for  continuing  the  work  upon  the  centre 
iHiildingof  the  Capitol  and  other  public  buildings," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Buildings. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  13th  instant,  for  an  additional  rule 
to  regulate  the  admission  of  persons  on  the  floor 
of  the  Senate;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Va.n  Dyke, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  the  first  Monday  in  June  next. 

Mr.  Stokes  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration :  -  . '  . 


Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buiidingf 
be  instructed  to  inquire  ioto  the  eipediency  of  enlarg- 
ing the  gallerie*  in  the  Senate  chamber,  so  at  to  render 
them  suitable  for  the  comfortable  and  convenient  ac- 
commodation of  auch  persona  as  may  think  proper  to 
attend  the  deliberations  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Hunter,  and 
also  the  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to 
certain  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  were  severally  read  the  second 
time. 

The  bill  granting  the  right  of  pre-emption  to 
actual  settlers  on  the  public  landb  was  read  the 
second  lime,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  author- 
izing the  publication  of  part  of  the  secret  journal 
of  Congress  under  the  Articles  of  Confederation, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Ephraim  Hart ;  and,  the 
same  having  been  amended,  it  was  resolved  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  nut  to  be  grant- 
ed, and  that  he  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  providing  for 
the  better  organization  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, and  made  some  progress  therein. 

CLAIMS  ON  SWEDEN. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  yesterday 
by  Mr.  Burrii.l,  was  taken  up  for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Statea 
be  requested  to  lay  before  the  Senate  copies  of  the 
correppondence  between  the  Ministers  or  other  agents 
of  the  United  States,  ind  the  Ministers  or  Govern- 
ment  of  Sweden,  relative  to  seizures,  aequeslrationi, 
or  confiacations  of  the  ships  or  other  property  of  cili- 
zenfi  of  the  United  States,  under  the  authority  of 
Sweden  or  of  France,  while  the  French  were  in  poa- 
seasion  of  Pomerania  or  other  terrilohea  of  Sweden ; 
or  of  so  much  of  said  correspondence  aH  may,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  President,  b<'  curaoiunicaled  without 
injury  to  the  public  interest. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  would  only  remark,  in  explanation 
of  his  motion,  that  it  would  be  recollected  he  had, 
early  in  the  session,  presented  memorials  from  a 
number  of  merchants,  who  had  suffered  depreda- 
tions on  their  property  at  the  time  that  the  French 
made  an  irruption  into  the  Swedish  territory ;  that 
when  the  country  was  restored  to  Sweden,  instead 
of  restoring  the  vessels,  dtc.,  which  had  been 
seized  by  the  French,  to  their  owners,  the  King 
ordered  the  property  to  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds 
placed  in  his  treasury.  The  merchants,  though 
they  were  greatly  injured  by  the  sale,  yet  asked, 
not  full  indemnity,  but  merely  for  the  amount  of 
the  proceeds;  and.  though  the  King  of  Sweden 
had  never  denied  tne  equity  of  their  claim,  he  had 
never  granted  their  petition.  It  was  proper  for 
Congress  to  decide  what  steps,  if  any,  were  proper 
to  obtain  justice  for  their  fellow-citizens;  and, 
with  that  view,  he  wished  the  informatioD  re- 
quested in  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  a^eed  to.  ,  ,y 


March,  1820. 
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BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  in  the  chair,  the  considera- 
tion of  this  till. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  in  pursuance  of  the  intention 
which  he  intimated  yesterday,  rose  and  offered  the 
following  additional  section  to  the  bill : 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  person  resid- 
iog  within  the  United  States,  being  imprisoned  by  vir- 
tue of  legal   proceaa,  isaued  by  any  court  of  record, 
without  hia  own  procurement  or  consent,  in  any  civil 
■uit  instituted  for  the  recovery  of  money  due  on  con- 
tract,  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  dollara,  or  being 
indebted  to  any  one  creditor  in  the  sum  of  one  ihou- 
aand  dollars,  or  to  two  or  more  creditors  whoae  debU 
together  shall  amount  to  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  nnay 
become  a  voluntary  bankrupt,  by  presenting  a  petition 
to  either  of  the  judges   aforeaaid,  withui   the  diatnct 
within  which  he  is  imprisoned,  or  wuhin  which  he  has 
resided   for  sis   months  next  preceding,  setting  forth 
that  he  ia  desirous  of  taking  the  l)«nefit  of  this  act,  and 
acknowledging  himself  a  bankrupt;  and  upon  the  hear- 
ing of  the  said  petition  if  the  said  judge  shall  be  aat- 
isfied  that  the  petitioner  is  imprisoned,  oris  indebted 
in  the  manner  above  mentioned,  then  the  said  judge 
shall  adjudge  t^ie  peUtioner  to  be  a  bankrupt,  and  shaH 
thereupon  appoint  commiasionera  in  the  case  of  such 
bankrupt  in  the  same  manner  and  form  as  is  by  this  act 
directed  where  a  commisaion  of  bankruptcy  has  been 
iasued  ;  and  the  like  further  proceedings   shall  be  had 
in  relation  to  such  volunUry  bankrupt  and  hia  eatate 
in  all  reapecta  aa  are  by  this  act  provided  in  relation  to 
a  person  against  whom  a  commission  of  bankruptcy 
baa  been  adveraarily  prosecuted  under  this  act— and 
such  voluntary  bankrupt,  complying  with  the   several 
provUion.  of  this  act,  shall  be  entitled  to  and  receive 
a  certificate  of  diacharge  from    cither   of  said  judges,  i 
upon  the  same  terms,  and  in  the  aame  form,  as  certifi- 
catea  are  granted  to  involunUry  bankrupU  under  this 
act;  and  such  certificate  shall  have  the  aame  force  and 
effect,  in  all  respecU,  as  ceruficales  granted  to  other 
peraons  by  virtue  of  this  act. 

Mr  Bur  RILL  suggested  whether  the  amendment 
did  not  go  further  than  the  mover  intended.  It 
appeared  to  Mr.  B.  to  extend  to  all  who  had  here-  , 
tolore  taken  the  benefit  of  insolvent  aws,  and 
would  operate  as  a  sort  of  general  jail  delivery. 
It  also  comprehended  persons  of  every  description, 
merchants  as  well  as  others,  which  would  be  in- 
consistent with  the  principle  of  the  bill,  as  that  ap- 
plied to  mcrchanU,  with  or  without  their  consent, 
Lid  to  cases  of  future  trading  only.  The  amend- 
ment was  an  entirely  new  system,  Mr.  B.  said, 

and  a  new  bill.  ,        .        , ,  ^. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  who  thought  the 
amendment  too  important  to  be  acted  oa  without 
a  full  examination,  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow, and  the  amendment  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Wednesday,  March  22. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  who 
were  instructed,  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  provision 
by  law  for  the  payment  of  the  several  deputy  sur- 
reyoTK  in  the  .Missouri  Territory  full  compensation 


for  certain  services;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith, 
resolved  that  the  committee  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  George  Mayfield  ;  and,  in  concurrence 
therewith,  the  petitioner  had  leave  to  withdraw 

his  petition.  _.    r.u 

The  President  communicated  the  report  ol  tne 
Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the 
16th  of  February,  1819,  the  memorial  of  James 
Smith  and  others,  of  the  city  of  PhiladeJph^, 
praying  compensation  for  certain  claims  on  the 
Government  of  France  ;  and  the  report  was  read, 

as  follows : 

DaFA«Tif«»T  or  Stats, 

WA«Hi!f8Tow,  Mareh  20. 

The  Secretary  of  SUte,  to  whom,  on  the  6th  of  Feb- 
ruary. 1819,  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  the  memo- 
rial of  James  Smith  and  others  was  referred,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon,  has  the  honor  of  submitting 
the  following  report :  ..        .    ,  .  i 

The  claims  of  the  memorialists  belong  to  a  ciaw 
which  among  many  others  has  been  repeatedly,  and 
very  earneaUy,  preaaed  upon  the  attention  of  the  Uov- 
cmment  of  France.  Copiea  are  herewith  aubmitted  to 
the  Senate  of  the  correspondence  between  the  Miniater 
of  the  United  Sutes  at  Paris,  and  the  Minuter  of 
Foreign  RelaUons  upon  the  subject,  before  and  aince 
the  reference  of  the  memorial  to  the  Department. 
From  the  grounds  of  resisUnce  to  the  claima  moa* 
recently  assumed  on  the  part  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, it  would  appear,  that  nny  relief  which  the  me- 
roorialisU  may  be  entiUed  to  expect,  can  result  only 
from  measures  within  the  eiclusive  competency  of  the 

legislative  authority. 
*  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Mr.  San  FORD,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States  for  tiie  year  1820,"  reported  the 
same  with  amendments,  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Sanford  also  communicated  certain  docu- 
ments in  relation  thereto,  which  were  read,  and  . 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  21st  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  enlarging  the  galleries  in  the  Senate 
Chamber,  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  Dickerson,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  the  subject 
was  referred,  reported  a  bill  granting  certam  privi- 
leges to  the  Ocean  Steamship  Company,  of  New 
York,  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading.  r  r>\ 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  biU 
for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represenUtives  of  Tench 
Francis,  deceased ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  anji 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  ol  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  providing  for 
the  better  organization  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment •  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  wai 
postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for, 
to-morrow. 
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Mr.  Barboor  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration  : 


Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
povision  for  satisfjing  the  unlocated  land  warrants 
iMued  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line, 
on  State  establishraent,  during  the  ReTolutionarj  war. 

•BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  an 
imiform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  Uni- 
ted States,  together  with  the  amendment  proposed 
thereto  by  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  as  follows : 

Skc.  65.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  per- 
son residing  within  the  United  Slates,  being  imprisoned 
by  virtue  of  legal  process,  issued  by  any  court  of  record, 
without  bis  own  procurement  or  consent,  in  any  civil 
suit  instituted  for  the  recovery  of  money  due  on  a 
bona  fide  contract,  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  dol- 
lars, or  being  indebted  to  any  one  creditor  in  the  sum 
of  one  thousand  dollars,  or  to  two  or  more  creditors 
whose  debU  together  shall  amount  to  fifteen  hundred 
dollars,  may  become  a  voluntary  bankrupt,  by  present- 
ing a  petition  to  either  of  the  judges  aforesaid,  within 
the  district  within  which  he  is  imprisoned,  or  within 
which  be  has  resided  for  aiz  months  next  preceding, 
setting  forth  that  he  is  desirous  of  taking  the  benefit 
of  this  act,  and  acknowledging  himseit  a  bankrupt  ; 
and,  upon  the  hearing  of  the  said  petition,  if  the  said 
judges  shall  be  satisfied  that  the  petitioner  is  impris- 
oned, or  is  indebted  in  the  msnner  abovementioned, 
then  the  said  judge  shall  adjudge  the  petitioner  to  be 
a  bankrupt,  and  shall  thereupon  appoint  commission- 
ers in  th«  case  of  such  bankrupt,  in  the  sams  manner 
and  form  as  is  by  this  act  directed,  where  a  commission 
of  bankruptcy  has  been  issued,  and  the  like  further 
proceedings  shall  be  had  in  relation  to  such  voluntary 
bankrupt,  and  his  esute,  in  ail  respecU,  as  are  by  this 
act  provided,  in  relation  to  a  person  against  whom  a 
commission  of  bankruptcy  has  been  adversanly  prose- 
cuted under  this  act;  and  such  voluntary  banl^fupt, 
ecmplyio^  with  the  several  provisions  of  this  act,  shall 
k«  entitled  to,  and  receive,  a  certificate  of  discharge 
from  either  of  said  judges,  upon  the  ssme  terms  and 
in  the  same  form  sk  certificatss  are  granted  to  invol- 
untary banknipu  under  this  set ;  and  such  certificate 
•ball  hav«  the  same  force  snd  efiect,  in  sU  respocU,  as 
certificates  granted  to  other  persons  by  virtue  of  this 
act. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  briefly  stated  the  object  of  his 
amendment,  and  the  propriety  and  justice  of  ex- 
tendmg  the  system  to  other  classes,  under  certain 
cu-cumstonces,  and  with  their  own  consent,  who 
are  not  now  included  in  the  bill,  which  applies  only 
to  merchants  or  traders. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  spoke  to  show  that  a 
bankrupt  law,  applying  peculiarly  and  solely  toper- 
sons  in  trade,  was  the  only  kind  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  the  Constiiution ;  that  therefore  the  pro- 
posed amendment  would  be  exercisyjg  a  power 
which,  if  not  left  to  the  States,  did  not  reside  in 
Congress,  and  was  unconstitutional.  He  argued 
at  some  length  also  in  support  of  the  policy,  expe- 
diency, justice,  and  necessity  of  the  enactment  of 
a  system  such  as  pointed  out  by  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Hunter  had  agreed  with  Mr.  Kino  in  his 
Constitutional  Tiew  of  the  subject ;  but,  inasmuch 


as  the  Supreme  Court  had  pronounced  an  opinion 
that  the  enactment  of  a  bankrupt  system,  embrac- 
ing the  principle  contained  in  the  amendment,  did 
not  exceed  the  Constitutional  powers  of  Congress, 
they  were  bound  to  consider  the  power  as  residing 
in  the  Legislature.  He  approved  the  object  of  the 
amendment,  and  as  there  was  no  Constitutional 
bar  interposed,  he  advocated  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Otis,  Mr.  Mellen,  and  Mr.  Burrill,  op- 
posed the  amendment  much  at  length, on  theground 
of  its  inexpediency,  and  of  the  impropriety  of  in- 
corporating such  a  feature  in  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  argued,  also  at  8on>e  length,  in 
support  of  the  constitutionality,  the  expediency, 
and  the  equity  of  his  amendment,  and  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Kino  and  others. 

Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Smith,  also  advocated 
the  amendment.  Though  not  friendly  to  the  bill, 
the  amendment  would  make  it  much  less  excep- 
tionable to  them. 

Mr.  Mellen,  for  the  purpose  of  limiting  the 
operation  of  the  amendment  to  cases  of  insolvency 
which  had  already  occurred,  and  to  prevent  its 
prospective  operation  altogether,  moved  so  to  mod- 
ify it. 

This  motion  was  negatived  without  count. 

The  question  being  taken  on  agreeing  to  Mr. 
Van  Dyke's  amendment,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Barboar,  Brown,  Dickeraon.  Eaton, 
Elliott,  Gaillard,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King 
of  Alabama,  Leake,  Lloyd,  Macon,  Morril,  Noble, 
Palmer,  Pleasants,  RoberU,  Rugglcs,  Smith,  Stokes, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabama,  and 
Wilson— 26. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Burrill,  Dana,  Edwards,  King  of 
New  York,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mehen,  Otis.  Parrott, 
Sanford,  Tichenor,  Trimble,  and  Williams  of  Missis- 
sippi—  1 3. 

Mr.  Lloyd  then  moved  to  add  to  the  36th  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  the  following  proviso  : 

That  such  discharge  of  sny  bankrupt  shall  not  re- 
lease, dischsrge,  or  in  any  manner  impair  any  debt 
due  01  to  become  due  from  such  bankrupt  to  any  per- 
Don  or  persons  not  liable  to  a  commission  of  involun- 
ury  bankruptcy,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  who 
may  not  have  become  a  bankrupt  under  this  act ;  but 
every  such  debt,  or  such  part  thereof  as  remains  un- 
satisfied under  said  commission  of  bankruptcy,  may  be 
sued  for  and  recovered  in  the  same  manner  as  if  no 
such  certificate  of  bankruptcy  had  been  granted. 

But  before  any  question  was  taken  on  this 
amendment,  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to-mor- 
row. 

ADJUSTMENT  OF  LAND  CLAIMS. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supplement- 
ary to  the  several  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land 
claims  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  Missouri 
Territory,  together  with  the  amendment  reported 
thereto  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

A  good  deal  of  discussion  took  place  on  the  de- 
tails of  this  bill  and  amendments  offered  to  it ;  in 
which  Messrs.  Kino  of  New  York,  Johnson  of 
Loubiana,  Brown,  Lowrie,  and  RoGGLca,  took 
part.     In  the  course  of  which  the  bill  was  so  amend- 
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ed,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Brown,  as  to  make  it 
applicable  to  Louisiana  exclusively  ;  on  the  ground 
that  other  and  additional  provisions  were  neces- 
ary  for  Missouri  and  Arkansas ;  and  that,  as  a  bill 
on  the  same  subject  was  now  before  the  House  of 
Representatives,  the  Delegates  from  those  Terri- 
tories would  have  such  provisions  inserted  as  were 
requisite  and  proper. 

Before  the  bill  was  completed,  the  usual  hour 
of  adjournment  had  arrived  j  and  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 


Thurbday,  March  23. 

Mr.  Sanford  communicated  certain  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  rec- 
ommending such  revision  and  regulation  of  the 
present  tariff  as  shall  tend  so  much  to  reduce  the 
importations  of  foreign  goods  as  shall  effectually 
protect  OUT  own  manufactures  ;  and  the  rettolu- 
tions  were  read. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of  Sismund 
Basey,  of  Indiana,  ])raying  the  grant  of  a  certain 
portion  of  land  for  ihe  purpose  "of  erecting  a  grist 
and  saw  mill  thereon ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  establishing  a  circuit  court  within  and  for 
the  District  of  Maine,"  with  an  amendment,  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  said  amend- 
ment, and  conciured  therein. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  recommitted  the  rejwrt  of  the  said 
committee  on  the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and 
others,  with  certain  instructions,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Ebenexer  Stevens  and  Austin  L. 
Sands,  legal  representatives  of  Richardson  Sands, 
deceased,  and  others ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  making  further  appropriations  for  contin- 
uing the  work  upon  the  centre  building  of  the 
Capitol  and  other  public  buildings,"  reported  the 
same  with  an  amendment,  which  was  read. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  resolution  submitted 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Barbour,  directing  the  Land 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  expedienev  of  mak- 
ing provision  for  satisfj'ing  unlocated  land  war- 
rants issued  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Virginia  line,  on  State  establishment,  during  the 
Revolutionary  war. 

Mr.  B.  entered  into  an  explanation  of  .some  facts 
connected  with  the  inquiry,  for  the  information  of 
the  committee ;  the  reasons  which  rendered  the 
inquiry  necessary  at  this  late  day  ;  why  it  had 
never  been  fully  decided  by  Congress,  dtc. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  item.  con. 
V        The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
^tivesof  Tench  Francis,  deceased ;  and  also  the  bill 
granting  certain  privileges  to  the  Ocean  Steam- 
ship Company,  of  New  York,  were  severally  read 
the  second  time. 


Mr.  Pl£a8ants,  firom  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition 
of  Harriet  Shackerly,  and  other  children  of  Peter 
Shackerly,  who  was  slain  on  board  of  the  Ches- 
apeake, when  that  ship  was  attacked  by  the  British 
frigate  Leopard,  and  praying  some  relief,  in  con- 
sequence thereof. 

JAMES  BROWN. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  James  Brown,  of 
Tennessee,  (praying  the  enactment  of  a  law  to 
change  the  venue  from  Ohio,  in  a  prosecution  by 
him,  against  certain  citizens  of  Ohio,  for  rescuing 
from  the  petitioner  certain  Glerman  redemptioners, 
which  he  had  purchased  in  Pennsylvania,  and  was 
carrying  home,  and  for  committing  other  injuries 
on  the  petitioner,  for  which  injuries  he  cannot, 
from  the  influence  of  prejudice,  obtain  justice  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,)  was  read. 

Mr.  Eaton  remarked,  that  this  was  a  case  of 
considerable  importance ;  and,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  provisions  for  similar  cases,  rarely  as  it 
is  believed  they  occur,  by  a  general  act,  and  to 
bring  the  subject  fully  before  the  Senate,  he  moved 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James  Brown, 
be  recommitted,  and  that  they  be  instructed  to  bring 
in  s  bill  authorizing,  upon  sufficient  representation 
before  the  judge  or  judges,  where  any  suit  may  be 
hereafter  pending,  that  a  fair  and  impsrtial  trial  cannot 
be  had  in  said  State,  a  change  of  venue  to  some  ad< 
joining  Sute,  free  from  the  like  exception. 

Upon  this  proposition  a  debate  of  considerable 
duration  ensued,  which  turned  principally  on  the 
expediency  of  making  general  regulations,  growing 
out  of  individual  cases — the  correctness  of  the  facts 
alleged  in  this  case — the  constitutionality  of  trans- 
ferring the  venue  from  one  State  to  another- — the 
probability  of  ad  vancing  the  ends  of  justice  thereby. 

The  resolution  wasadvocated  by  Messrs.  Eaton, 
and  Smith,  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Burrill, 
Trimble,  Lanman,  Otis,  Lowrie,  Ruogles,  and 
Stores. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Macon,  to  postpone 
the  subject  indefinitely,  for  the  reason  that  it  would 
not  be  practicable  to  take  up  and  mature  the  sys- 
tem proposed  by  the  resolution  at  this  late  period 
of  the  session,  even  if  the  principle  were  admitted, 
when  so  many  other  national  questions  were  to  be 
settled.  After  some  discussion,  the  motion  pre- 
vailed— yeas  24 ;  and  the  resolution  was  postponed 
indefinitely. 

ADJOURNMENT,  Ac 

The  Senate  resumed  the  con.sideration  of  the 
resolution  of  Mr.  Otis  fixing  a  day  for  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  present  session  of  Congress ;  which 
was  modified  by  the  mover  by  inserting  the  17 th 
instead  of  the  10th  of  April  as  the  day  proposed. 

This  proposition  was  discussed  at  some  length 
by  Messrs.  Oria,  Wilson,  Smith,  Johnson,  of 
Louisiana,  Dickerson,  Macon,  Lloyd,  Kino,  of 
Alabama,  Dana,  and  Johnson,  of  Kentucky ; 
embracing  the  questions  of  the  expediency  of  fixing 
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a  period  so  long  before  the  time  proposed  ;  whether 
it  would  accelerate  the  business  of  the  session,  and 
whether  the  necessary  business  could  be  maturely 
acted  CD  within  the  time  now  proposed — whether 
the  Senate  ought  not  to  wait  for  me  other  House 
to  mark  out  the  session  by  the  business  before  that 
branch — and  various  other  points  which  entered 
into  the  debate  ;  the  result  of  which  was  the  post- 
ponement of  the  resolution,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
WiL«ON,  to  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  bill  supplementary 
to  the  several  acts  for  the  adjustment  oiland  titles, 
under  Spanish  and  French  grants,  dec,  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana. 

The  Senate  remained  until  past  three  o'clock  in 
an  assiduous  investigation  of  the  details  of  this  bill 
and  of  various  amendments  thereto  proposed  ;  and 
the  bill  was  finally  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  as  amended ;  and  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 


Friday,  March  24. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and 
Austin  L.  Sands,  legal  representatives  of  Richard- 
son Sands,  deceased  ;  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  March  27. 

The  PRESiDE.Nf^  communicated  the  memorial 
and  remonstrance  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Georgia  respecting  the  territory  in  that  State 
held  by  certam  Indian  tribes,  and  praying  that  a 
treaty  may  be  made  for  further  cessions  thereof  for 
the  use  ofGeorgia  ;  and  the  memorial  and  remon- 
strance was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  Leake  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Ketoived,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afldira  be 
inatructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediencv  of  making 
an  appropriation  for  holding  a  treaty  with  the  Choctaw 
and  Chickaaaw  Indiana,  for  the  purpoae  of  eztinguish- 
iog  their  claim  to  a  portion  of  their  landa  lying  wilhin 
the  State  of  Miaaisaippi. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  authorizing  the  building  of  a  certain  number 
of  small  vessels  of  war ;  and  the  bill  was  read  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Pleasants  communicated  certaindocuments 
in  relation  thereto,  which  were  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  regulating  the  pay  of  surgeons  in 
the  naval  service  of  the  United  States ;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  providing  for 
the  better  organization  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  apportioning 
the  Representatives  in  the  Seventeentn  Congress 


to  be  elected  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massacha- 
settsand  the  State  of  Maine,  and  for  other  purposes, 
and  the  same  having  been  amended,  it  was  reported 
to  the  House  accordingly  ;  and  the  amendments 
being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  tu  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  authorizing  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts between  the  United  States  and  Richard 
O'Brien,  late  American  Consul  at  Algiers  ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Leiper ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  it  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Hunter,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  explanatory  of 
the  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  certain  public  ground 
in  the  city  of  Washington,  (authorizing  the  ex- 
tension to  the  Avenue,  and  sale  of  a  part  of  reser- 
vation numbered  10 ;)  which  was  read,  and  passed 
to  a  second  reading. 

The  engrossed  bill,  supplementary  to  the  sev- 
eral acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  tha 
State  of  Louisiana  and  Missouri  Territory  wa* 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claimo. 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  hill 
for  the  relief  of  Matthew  McNair ;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Eaton  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
certain  paymasters  of  the  United  States  Army. 

RELATIONS  WITH  SPAIN. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  Stater  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .■ 

I  transmit  to  Congresa  an  extract  of  a  letter  from 
the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Statea  at 
Sl  Petersburg,  of  the  lat  of  November  last,  on  th« 
subject  of  our  relatione  with  Spain,  indicating  the  aen- 
timenta  of  the  Emperor  of  Ruaaia  reapecting  the  non- 
ratification,  by  Hia  Catholic  Majeaty,  of  the  treaty 
lately  concluded  between  the  United  Statea  and  Spain, 
and  the  atrong  intereat  which  Hia  Imperial  Majesty 
takes  in  promoting  the  rutification  of  that  treaty.  Of 
tbia  friendly  disposition,  the  most  satisfactory  asau- 
ranee  has  been  since  given,  directly,  to  this  Uovern- 
ment,  by  the  Minister  of  Ruaaia  residing  here. 

I  traasinit  alto  to  Congress  an  extract  of  a  letter 
from  the  Miniater  Pleni^iotentiary  of  the  United  States 
at  Madrid,  of  a  later  date  than  tboae  heretofore  com- 
municated, by  which  it  appears,  that,  at  the  infctancs 
of  the  Charg^  des  Affaires  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  a 
new  pledge  had  been  given  by  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment that  the  MinUter  who  had  been  lately  appointed 
to  the  United  Statea  ahould  aet  out  on  hia  mia«ion 
without  delay,  with  full  power  to  aettle  all  differences, 
in  a  manner  aatiafactory  to  the  partiea. 

I  have  further  to  atate,  that  the  Uovernmenta  of 
France  and  Great  Britain  continue  to  manifeat  the 
sentiments  heretofore  communicated,  respecting  the 
noD-ratificstion  of  the  treaty  by  Spain,  and  to  inter- 
pose their  good  officea  to  promote  its  ratification. 

It  ia  proper  to  add,  that  the  Governments  of  Francs 


and  Russia  have  expressed  sn  earnest  desire  that  the 
United  States  would  take  no  step,  for  the  present,  on 
the  principle  of  reprisal,  which  might  possibly  tend  to 
disturb  the  pcsce  between  the  United  Sutes  and 
Spain.  There  is  good  cause  to  presume,  from  the 
delicate  manner  in  which  this  sentiment  has  been 
conveyed,  that  it  ia  founded  in  a  beUei;  as  well  ss  a 
desire,  that  our  juat  objects  may  be  accomplished 
without  the  hazard  of  such  an  extremity. 

On  full  consideration  of  all  these  circumstances,  I 
have  thought  it  my  duty  to  aubmit  to  Congress,  whe- 
ther it  will  not  be  advisable  to  postpone  a  decision  on 
the  questions  now  depending  with  Spain,  until  the 
next  sefsion.  The  distress  of  that  nation,  at  this 
joncture,  afiorda  a  motive  for  this  forbearance,  which 
cannot  fail  to  be  duly  appreciated.  .Under  such  cir- 
camstances,  the  attention  of  the  Spaniah  Government 
may  be  diverted  from  ita  foreign  concerna,  and  the 
arrival  of  a  Minister  here  be  longer  delayed.  I  am 
the  more  induced  to  suggest  this  courss  of  proceeding, 
from  a  knowledge  that,  while  wo  shall  thereby  make 
a  just  return  to  the  Powers  whose  good  offices  have 
been  acknowledged,  and  increase,  by  a  new  and  aig- 
nal  proof  of  moderation,  our  claima  on  Spain,  our  atti- 
tude, in  regard  to  her,  will  not  be  less  favorable  at  the 
next  seaaion  than  it  is  at  the  present. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Mabcb  27,  1820. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
were  read,  and  one  thousand  copies  thereof  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  tne  Senate. 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  in  the  Chair,  the 
consideration  of  tnis  bill — the  amendment  offered 
by  Mr.  Lloyd,  when  the  bill  was  last  up,  being 
still  under  consideration,  as  follows  : 

"  Sbc.  6.V  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  per- 
son, residing  within  the  United  States,  being  impris- 
oned by  virtue  of  legal  process,  issued  by  any  court  of 
record,  without  hia  own  procurement  or  conaent,  in 
any  civil  suit  instituted  for  the  recovery  of  money  due 
on  a  bona  fide  contract,  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred 
dollara,  or  being  indebted  to  any  one  creditor  in  the 
aom  of  one  thousand  dollars,  or  to  two  or  more  cred- 
itors whose  debts  together  shall  amount  to  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars,  may  become  a  voluntary  bankrupt,  by 
presenting  a  petition  to  either  of  the  judges  aforesaid, 
within  the  district  within  which  be  is  imprisoned,  or 
within  which  he  has  resided  for  six  months  next  pre- 
ceding, setting  forth  ihst  be  is  desirous  of  taking  the 
benefit  of  this  set,  snd  acknowledging  himself  a  bank- 
rupt; and,  upon  the  bearing  of  the  said  petition,  if 
the  said  judge  shall  be  satisfied  that  the  petitioner  is 
imprisoned,  or  is  indebted  in  the  manner  above  men- 
tioned, then  the  said  judge  shsll  sdjudge  the  petitioner 
to  be  a  bankrupt,  and  aball  thereupon  appoint  com- 
miiitiioners  in  the  case  of  such  bankrupt,  in  the  same 
manner  and  form  aa  is  by  this  set  directed,  where  a 
commission  of  bankruptcy  has  been  issued,  and  the 
like  further  proceedings  shall  be  had  in  relation  to 
such  voluntary  bankrupt  and  his  estate,  in  all  respects, 
as  are  by  thia  aet  provided  in  relation  to  a  person 
against  whom  a  commission  of  bsnkruptcy  has  been 
adversarily  prosecuted  under  thia  act ;  and  auch  vol- 
untary bankrupt,  complying  with  the  several  provia> 
iona  of  thia  act,  shall  be  entitled  to,  and  receive,  a 
ccitificate   of  discharge  from   cither   of  aaid  judges. 


upon  the  same  tcrma,  and  in  the  aam«  form,  aa  csrti- 
ficatea  are  granted  to  involuntary  bankrupU  under  thia 
act;  and  such  certificate  shall  have  the  same  force  and 
effect,  in  all  respects,  aa  certificatea  granted  to  other 
persons  by  virtue  of  this  act ;"  by  striking  out  the 
whole  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  inaerting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  following  :  "  That  such  discharge  of  any 
bankrupt  shall  not  releaae,  discharge,  or  in  any  man- 
ner impair,  any  debt  due,  or  to  become  due,  from  such 
bankrupt,  to  any  peraon  or  persona  not  subject  to  the 
commiaaion  of  bai  kruptcy  under  the  proviaiona  of 
this  set ;  but  any  such  debt,  or  such  part  thereof  aa 
remains  unsatisfied  under  aaid  commission  of  bank- 
ruptcy, may  be  sued  for  and  recovered  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  no  such  certificate  of  discharge  had  been 
granted." 

Mr.  Lloyd  rose,  and  observed  that  he  had  felt, 
and  still  entertained,  strong  doubts  of  the  expe- 
diency of  a  bankrupt  system,  but  feeling  much 
respect  for  the  classes  originally  embraced  in  the 
bill,  he  was  disposed  to  extend  to  them  the  relief 
which  this  bill  might  afford,  if  any  could  be  af- 
forded ;  and  was  willing  to  support  the  bill  by  his 
vote,  if  confined  exclusively  to  merchants  and  tra- 
ders. He  was,  however,  on  more  mature  reflec- 
tion, persuaded,  that  the  provisions  necessary  to 
make  a  bankrupt  system  effective,  could  not  be  ap- 
plied, beneficially,  to  planters  and  farmers ;  and, 
therefore,  if  Mr.  Van  Dyke's  amendment  should 
be  retained  in  the  bill,  and  the  bill  not  limited  in 
its  operation  to  merchants  and  traders,  he  should 
be  obliged  to  vote  against  it.  He  woiild,  at  this 
time,  withdraw  his  amendment,  as  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  Mr.  Van  Dyke's  amendment  was  not  now 
in  order,  and  would  renew  it  when  the  bill  came 
into  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  after  observing  that  he  had  in- 
timated, when  his  amendment  was  ofiisred,  that  he 
should  afterwards  propose  other  provisions  neces- 
sary to  Its  execution,  and  to  assimilate  it  to  the  rest 
of  the  bill,  now  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  add- 
ing sundry  sections  thereto,  having  in  view  the 
object  which  he  expressed. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Otis,  who 
spoke  also  of  the  inexpediency  of  Mr.  Van  Dyke's 
original  amendment,  (extending  the  bill  to  farmers 
and  others,)  to  which  these  sections  were  applica- 
ble and  supplementary.  He  was  replied  to  by  Mr. 
Van  Dyke,  who  defended  the  expediency  of  the 
provision  which  had  been  adopted  on  his  motion, 
and  of  the  present  amendment.  The  amendment 
was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  said,  on  a  careful  examination 
of  the  bill,  he  found  a  provision  in  the  32d  section 
which  appeared  to  him  calculated  to  produce  ruin- 
ous consequences  to  many  fair,  honest  creditors  of 
a  bankrupt.  By  that  provision  creditors,  by  judg- 
ment or  recognizance,  after  the  bankruptcy  of^their 
debtors,  were  reduced  to  a  level  with  others,  as  it 
appeared  to  him  in  violation  of  law  and  justice. 
In  the  State  which  he  represented,  he  remarked, 
judgments,  either  obtained  in  adversary  suits,  or 
entered  by  virtue  of  warrants  of  attorney,  accord- 
ing to  the  English  practice,  had  been  used  and  re- 
lied on  from  the  first  organization  of  courts  in  that 
territory,  as  a  common  security  for  debt,  operating 
a  lien  upon  all  the  lands  and  tenements  of  the 
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debtor,  from  the  time  of  being  entered   on  the 
record. 

The  law  is  the  same  in  most,  if  not  all  the  States. 
Recognizances  stand  apon  the  ground  of  still  higher 
dignity.  They  have  been  adopti-d  in  Delaware 
by  statutory  provision  m  two  very  important  in- 
stances, namely,  as  the  form  of  security  for  sher- 
iffs, and  also  lor  the  assignee  of  intestates'  real 
estate,  under  the  authority  of  the  orphans'  court, 
where  the  land  will  not  bear  a  division.  In  Penn- 
sylvania the  same  security  by  recognizance  is  also 
used  upon  the  assignment  of  intestates'  lands.  The 
provision  of  the  32d  section  would  destroy  or  place 
at  hazard  this  security,  and  derange  the  now  es- 
tablished rules  of  law  in  many  of  the  States. 
Under  an  impression  that  such  a  measure  ought 
not  to  be  adopted,  Mr.  V.  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words  "judgment,  statute,  and  recognizance,"  in 
the  section,  so  as  to  leave  them  to  their  full  legal 
eflect  and  operation,  according  to  the  laws  of  the 
respective  States. 

Mr.  Bdrrill  observed,  that  the  main  object  of 
the  bill  was  to  produce  an  equal  distribution  of  a 
bankrupt's  estate,  and  to  prevent  fraud;  and  feared 
this  amendment  would  very  seriously  impair  the 
force  of  the  statute.  He  argued  at  some  length 
against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Mellen  also  opposed  the  amendment,  and 
spoke  to  show  its  inexpediency,  and  its  incompati- 
bility with  the  efficiency  of  the  system. 

Mr.  Waucer,  of  Greorgia,  remarked,  that  the 
practice  prevailed  in  Georgia,  respecting  liens 
-  which  had  been  adduced  in  support  of  this  amend- 
ment; but  he  doubted  whether  it  would  accom- 
plish the  object  intended,  and  therefore  moved  to 
strike  out  the  whole  clause,  and  insert  a  substitute, 
providing  "that  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
'  operate  to  defeat  any  lien  which  any  creditor 
*  naay  have  upon  the  estate  of  such  bankrupt,  by 
'  virtue  of  any  judgment  or  recognizance  bona  fide 
'  obtained  against,  or  entered  into  by  such  bank- 
'  rupt,  previously  to  the  lime  he  became  bank- 
'  rupt." 

This  modification  was  accepted  by  .Mr.  Van 
Dyke  ;  and  after  some  debate^  in  which  Messrs. 
Otis  and  Burrill  opposed,  and  Messrs.  Walker, 
of  Greorgia,  and  Van  Dyke,  advocated  the  amend- 
ment, the  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment 
agreed  to — yeas  16,  nays  9. 

Mr.  Eaton  then  offered  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  adding  thereto  the  following  proviso: 

"And  provided,  further.  That  no  judgment  ■hall 
operate  as  a  lien,  unless  execution  be  issued  and  levied 
within  three  months  from  the  rendition  of  the  judgment, 
and  anieaa  proper  diligence  and  industry  be  used  to 
procure  the  same  to  be  satisfied." 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Smith  as 
inexpedient,  and  it  was  subsequently  withdrawn  by 
the  mover. 

No  other  amendment  being  offered,  the  bill  was 
reported,  with  its  amendments,  to  the  Senate; 
■which  were  all  successively  concurred  in,  until 
the  question  was  stated  on  concurring  with  the 
committee  in  Mr.  Van  Dyke's  amendment,  (ex- 
tending the  provisions  of  the  act  to  all  other  per- 


sons, but  at  their  own  instance,  and  by  their  vol- 
untary consent  only.) 

Mr.  Lloyd  proposed  to  strike  out  all  of  this 
amendment,  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  to  in- 
sert in  lieu  thereof  a  substitute,  the  same  as  the 
amendment  which  he  offered  on*  Thursday  and 
withdrew  this  morning,  (providing,  in  substance, 
that  no  person  taking  the  benefit  of  the  act  shall 
be  released  from  a  debt  due  to  anv  person  of  those 
classes  who  are  excluded  from  tne  benefit  of  the 
act ;)  in  support  of  which  amendment  Mr.  L.  briefly 
recapitulated  the  reasons  which  he  had  submitted 
previously  this  day  on  the  same  subject. 

A  division  of  the  question  was  required  by  Mr. 
Otis,  and  was  accordingly  taken  first  on  striking 
out  Mr.  Van  Dyke's  amendment. 

This  question  was  decided,  by  yeas  and  nays,  in 
the  negative,  as  follows : 

Via  •—.'Messrs.  Burrill,  Dana,  Dickeraon,  Edwards, 
Elliot,  King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  Lowrie, 
Morril,  Noble,  Otis,  Palmer,  Parrolt,  Sanford,  Tich©- 
nor,  Trimble,  and  Williams  of  Mississippi — 18. 

Nats — Measrs.  Bnrbour,  Brown,  Eaton,  Gaillard, 
Hunter,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  I^ouisiana, 
King  of  Alabama,  Leake,  Logan,  Macon,  Morril,  Plea« 
sants,  Roberts,  Rugglea,  Smith,  8tokes,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia, 
Williams  of  Tennessee,  and  WiUon — 24.  , 

The  Senate  refusing  to  strike  out  the  amend- 
ment of  .Mr.  Van  Dyke,  the  substitute  offered  by 
Mr.  Lloyd  fell  of  course,  without  any  question. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
Mr.  Van  Dyke's  amendment,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  25,  nays  16,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Eaton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, Leake,  Logan,  Macon,  Morril,  Palmer,  Pleas- 
ants, Roberts,  Haggles,  Smith,  Stokes,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia, 
Williams  of  Tennessee,  and  Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Burrill,  Dana,  Dickerson,  Edwards, 
King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Mellen, 
Noble,  Otis,  Parrott,  Sanford,  Tichenor,  Trimble, 
and  Williams  of  Mississippi. 

The  remaining  amendments  were  then  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  postponed  till  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  March  28. 

The  President  communicated  the  petition  of 
Benjamin  G.  BuUkey,  setting  forth  that,  in  the 
session  of  1799  and  18()0,  he  offered  to  the  Senate 
certain  proofs  of  the  corruption  in  the  Post  Office 
Department,  which  were  not  fully  examined,  by 
which  he  alleges  to  have  sustained  great  injury, 
and  praying  that  the  said  charges  may  now  be 
inquired  into,  to  the  end  that  justice  may  be  ren- 
dered him  ;  and  the  petition  wis  read  and  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Bahbour  presented  the  petition  of  Lemuel 
Bent,  late  paymaster  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  praying  relief  in  the  settlement  of  his  ac- 
counts; and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  the  petition  of  Charles 
K.  Mallory  and  others,  officers  of  the  customs  for 


545 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


546 


.  March,  1820. 


Military  Appropriatiotu. 


Senate. 


the  port  of  Norfolk,  praying  an  increase  of  com- 
pensation ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures. 

Mr.  Lowrie,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  granting  to 
the  State  of  Ohio  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  cer- 
tain sections  of  land,  reported  the  same,  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  several 
acts  for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of  the 
Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments ;"  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  *An 
act  to  provide  for  the  publication  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes;'"  and 
also  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Eliz- 
abeth Braden,"  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  Senate  took  up,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  from  the  other  House  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  military  service  of  the  present 
J  ear,  together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
y  the  Committee  on  Finance  of  the  Senate. 

These  amendments  propose,  1st.  To  add  $130,- 
000  to  the  appropriation  for  the  clothing  for  the 
Army;  and,  2d.  To  increase  the  appropriation 
for  the  Q,uartermaster  General's  department  from 
$450,000  to  $500,000.  [This  latter  involved  the 
(question  whether  the  Missouri  Expedition  shall  be 
limited  to  the  Council  Bluffs,  or  authorized,  by  ap- 
propriation, to  be  extended  to  the  Mandan  villages, 
as  originally  contemplated  by  the  Executive.] 

The  first  amendment  being  read, 

Mr.  Sanford  rose  and  explained  in  detail  the 
reasons  which  induced  the  committee  to  recom- 
mend an  augmentation  of  the  appropriations  enu- 
merated above  ;  which  augmentation  was  ground- 
ed^ generally,  on  the  expediency  of  keeping  up  the 
military  establishment  on  its  present  footing — the 
effect  of  the  reduced  appropriation  being  to  dimin- 
ish the  Army  to  about  eight  thousand  men — the 
expediency  of  prosecuting  the  military  expedition 
up  the  Missouri,  as  high  as  the  Mandan  villages, 
to  effect  the  avowed  objects  of  the  Government, 
to  secure  to  the  country  its  just  portion  of  the  In- 
dian fur  trade  ;  of  cutting  off  the  intercourse,  the 
pernicious  influence,  and  the  profit  of  the  British 
traders  and  companies  from  the  extensive  tribes 
within  our  limits  to  the  northwest,  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  military  posts  contemplated  bysthe 
Executive  at  certain  points  on  the  northwestern 
waters,  particularly  up  the  Missouri,  dtc. ;  the  in- 
expediency of  relinquishing  that  trade,  at  least 
without  an  equivalent,  and  the  propriety  of  exer- 
cising rights  and  enjoying  advantaiges  which  no- 
body disputes :  all  which  Mr.  S.  went  much  into 
detail — by  a  reference  to  documents  on  the  subject, 
and  a  recurrence  to  the  history  of  our  country,  and 
the  policy  and  object  of  England  and  her  fur  com- 
panies— to  explain  and  justify,  particularly  in  ref- 
erence to  that  branch  of  the  subject  connected  with 
our  Indian  relations. 

16th  Con.  1st  Sess 18 


The  first  amendment,  increasing  the  appropria- 
tion for  clothing  was  stated,  when,  in  answer  to 
an  inquiry  by  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Trimble  and 
Mr.  Dana,  respectively,  explained  the  propriety  of 
the  increase,  on  the  ground,  among  other  reasons, 
that  it  was  rendered  proper  by  the  necessity  of  hav- 
ing always  a  six  months'  supply  on  hand,  for  fur- 
nishing with  certainty  distant  posts,  &c. 

Mr.  Morril  admitted  the  propriety  of  having  a 
well  appointed  and  well  supplied  Army ;  but  spoke 
in  favor  of  economy,  and  a  rigid  examination  of 
the  appropriations,  to  ascertain  where  retrenchment 
could  be  effected  without  detriment  to  the  public 
service. 

Mr.  Dana  replied  at  some  length,  to  show  that 
there  was  no  extravagance  in  this  appropriation, 
at  least ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  required  by 
considerations  of  true  economy,  &c. 

Mr.  Wilson  expressed  himself  satisfied  with 
the  explanations  given  on  this  question. 

Mr.  Bcrrill  made  a  few  remarks  to  show,  from 
the  probable  strength  of  the  Army,  that  the  appro- 
priation made  by  the  other  House  would  be  suffi- 
cient for  the  object,  without  any  increase. 

Mr.  Macon  read  one  or  two  documents  to  show 
that^the  Army  would  probably  be  reduced  by  the 
effect  of  desertion,  which  ban  amounted,  in  the 
last  year,  to  more  than  fifteen  hundred — the  num- 
ber contemplated  to  be  recruited. 

Mr.  Otis  opposed  the  reduction  of  the  Army  in 
this  incidental  way,  by  diminishing  appropriations, 
and  argued  that  a  certain  amount  of  force  was  au- 
thorized by  Congress ;  that  the  estimates  of  the 
Executive  officers  were  grounded  thereon,  and  it 
was  proper  to  be  guided  in  some  degree  by  them, 
and  rely  somewhat  on  their  responsibility,  &c. 

After  some  further  discussion  between  Messrs. 
Dana,  Burrill,  Eaton,  and  Trimble,  the  first 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  second  amendment,  to  increase  the  appro- 
priation for  the  Quartermaster's  department  (for 
the  use  of  the  Missouri  Expedition,)  from  foiff 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  /ve  hundred 
thousand  dollars  was  next  taken  kip. 

Mr.  Macon  spoke  in  favor  of  the  policy  of  lim- 
iting the  Missouri  Expedition  to  the  Council  Bluffi, 
which  it  had  reached,  and  against  the  extension 
of  our  acquisitions  of  territory  at  present  further 
into  the  Indian  country,  as  they  now  extended  far 
enough  for  the  population ;  believing  that  carrying 
those  expeditions  among  the  Indians  was  likely  to 
produce  Indian  wars;  that  if  carried  further  up 
the  Missouri,  they  must  be  extended  in  other  di- 
rections; that  they  could  not  destroy  the  influ- 
ence of  private  traders  over  the  Indians,  as  was 
proven  by  experience,  &c. 

Mr.  Edwards  maintained  that  the  establish- 
ment of  posts  was  acceptable  to  the  Indians,  and 
had  not  a  tendency  to  produce  hostility  from  diem, 
and  that  otherwise  intruders  within  our  limits 
could  not  be  excluded,  or  their  influence  destroyed 
amongst  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Dana  argued  in  support  of  the  policy  of  im- 
pressing the  Indian  tribes  with  opinions  of  our 
power  and  justice,  as  the  principal  means  by  which 
they  could  be  controlled ;  that  this  was  to  be  pro- 
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duced  by  the  exhibition  and  establishment  amongst 
them  or  a  military  force,  and  they  thus  be  taught 
to  respect  and  confide  in  us;  that  the  points  select- 
ed in  this  instance  were  deemed  advantageous; 
and  that  the  object  was  certainly  worth  more  than 
the  amount  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  the  real 
sum  in  controversy. 

Mr.  MoRRiL  adverted  to  the  embarrassments  of 
the  Treasury,  the  general  difficulty  of  the  times 
with  all  classes  and  in  all  parts  of  tne  country,  to 
show  that  it  was  inexpedient  and  impolitic  to  en- 
courage expensive  projects ;  that  the  nation  was 
not  in  a  pecuniary  condition  to  support  them ;  in- 
sisting on  the  policy  of  conforming  the  public  ex- 
penditures to  the  public  income;  and,  as  to  the 
question  immediately  before  the  Senate,  he  was 
in  favor  of  stopping  tne  Missouri  Expedition  when; 
it  now  is. 

Mr.  Leake  ealled  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  letters  from  Colonel  Atkinson  and  other  officers 
to  the  War  Department,  to  show  the  perniciou.s 
effects  of  private  traders,  on  the  disposition,  man- 
ners, and  morals  of  the  Indian.s,  and  to  show  that 
they  could  not  be  controlled  by  trade  merely. 

Mr.  Trimble  spoke  at  considerable  length,  to 
impress  his  opinions  of  the  importance  of  the  trade 
with  the  Indians;  the  policy  of  extending  it;  of 
excluding  from  them  intruders  and  foreign  influ- 
ence; of  obtaining  a  controlling  influence  over 
them;  the  means  necessary  to  effect  these  objects, 
the  most  effectual  of  which  was  the  establishment 
of  military  posts  on  the  extreme  frontier:  that  the 
expedition  up  the  Missouri  to  the  extent  contem- 
plated by  the  War  Department  was  compatible 
with  the  true  policy  of  the  nation,  and  the  best 
and  safest  means  of  promoting  that  policy,  Ac; 
that  an  opposite  policy  gave  the  British  an  influ- 
ence over  the  Northwest  Indians  that,  in  the  last 
war,  cost  this  nation  thousands  of  lives  and  millions 
of  money,  «fec.;  that  the  additional  expense  was 
extremely  inconsiderable  compared  with  the  ad- 
vantages in  view,  dtc;  and  entered  much  at  large 
into  a  view  of  the  opposition,  trade,  and  connex- 
ion of  the  various  tribes,  the  routes  of  foreign 
traders,  dec;  and  concluded  by  asserting,  that, 
without  any  reference  to  the  present  expedition, 
the  appropriation  ought  not  to  be  less  than  the 
amendment  contemplated. 

Mr.  Macon  replied  to  some  of  the  statements 
made  by  Mr.  Dana  in  relation  to  former  fiscal 
matters,  and  proceeded  to  argue  that  the  Indians 
were  sufficiently  well  acquainted  with  the  power 
of  the  United  States  without  consuming  the  pulh 
lie  resources  in  sending  military  txpeditions  to 
such  extremely  remote  points,  dtc. 

Mr.  Burrill  thought  Mr.  Dana's  argument, 
like  many  other  good  ones,  proved  too  much;  that, 
if  it  were  admitted  that  our  power  ought  to  be 
exhibited  so  far  up  the  Missouri,  the  same  policy 
would  require  it  elsewhere,  even  as  far  as  the  Co- 
lumbia, and  argued  that  it  was  the  acquisition  of 
the  fur  trade  only  which  ought  to  be  aimed  at,  or 
now  considered;  that  there  was  no  want  of  Indian 
territory  in  that  direction  at  present,  and  that  hav- 
ing no  controversy  with  the  Indians  or  with  Eng- 
land, about  boundary  or  any  thing  else,  it  was  in-, 


expedient  to  prosecute  this  expedition  further  than 
it  nad  reached ;  that  if  that  was  found  beneficial 
there,  it  might  be  extended  hereafter;  that  as  it 
would  probably  produce  hostilities  with  the  Indians 
it  would  be  best  to  proceed  prudently,  dtc. 

Mr.  Edwards  argued  from  the  practice  of  the 
English  companies,  and  the  French,  as  well  as 
our  own  experience,  that  forts  and  military  force 
stationed  amongst  tnem,  were  necessary  to  produce 
the  desired  effect  on  the  Indians  ;  and  tnat  no  other 
means  would  answer. 

Mr.  Otis  would  perhaps  have  been  adverse  to 
this  expedition  if  called  on  now  for  the  first  time, 
to  authorize  it ;  but  having  been  sanctioned  by 
Congress  at  the  last  session,  and  already  prose- 
cuted to  a  great  extent,  he  knew  of  nothing  which 
had  occurred  to  induce  an  abandonment  of  it ; 
that  to  keep  the  expedition  where  it  is,  $480,000 
will  be  necessary,  and  to  carry  it  up  to  the  point 
originally  contemplated  would  require  but  $20,000 
more;  and  asked  whether  the  expedition  had  been 
proven  so  improper,  after  the  strong  expressions 
used  in  its  favor  by  the  President,  as  to  induce  it 
to  be  given  up  for  this  small  sum,  dtc. ;  why  was  it 
proper  to  go  to  the  Council  Bluffs,  yet  not  proper, 
after  making  two  appropriations  on  the  subject, 
to  go  a  little  further  f  It  was  an  inexpedient  ana 
unharmonious  way  of  legi.slating,  and  carrying 
into  effect  an  important  policy  in  relation  to  the 
fur  trade-— it  was  worth  the  trifle  called  for. 

Mr.  LooAN  went  into  a  similar  train  of  reason- 
ing to  establish  the  opinion  that  the  expedition 
was  in  pursuance  of  a  great  national  policy — to 
extend  our  own  trade  and  influence  with  the  In- 
dians, and  cutting  up  that  of  foreigners — of  avert- 
ing Indian  hostilities,  dc,  and  that  the  sum  in- 
volved was  unimportant  compared  with  such 
objects. 

The  bill  was  then  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  San  FOR  D  laid  on  the  table  the  following 
documents : 

DtPimTHBirT  or  Wim,  March  20,  1820. 

8i«  :  I  underrtand  that,  in  the  military  appropria- 
tion bill,  the  item  of  clothing  i«  filled  $300,000  only. 
I  deem  it  my  duty  to  atate,  if  a  greater  aum  is  not 
appropriated,  the  pablic  aervice  muit  auffer  very 
aerioua  inconvenience,  at  leaat  in  the  year  1821. 

In  the  yeara  1816,  1817,  1818,  1819,  there  wtn 
appropriated  for  clothing  of  the  Army  $360,000, 
t«70,88l,  $618,160,  $400,000,  respectively.  The  re- 
sult was,  an  accumulation  of  the  articles  of  clothing, 
eicept  in  1816  and  1819.  Under  a  belief  that  tb« 
supply  ought  not  to  be  further  accumulated,  and  that 
the  sum  of  $400,000  would  be  sufficient,  or  nearly  so, 
to  keep  up  the  stock  on  band,  that  aum  was  appro* 
priated  for  1819.  When  the  estimates  of  this  year 
^ere  made,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  stock  of  cloth- 
ing  was  considerably  diminished  in  the  course  of  the 
year,  and  the  sum  ot  $430,000  was  asked  for  this  year, 
onder  the  belief,  that  a  greater  sum  than  that  of  the 
last  year  was  required  ;  and  that  it  was  the  least  sum 
which  would  meet  the  exigence  of  the  service.  In  the 
estimate  for  this  sum,  it  was  presumed  that  the  aggre- 
gate  of  our  miliury  strength  would  average  for  the 
year  about  ten  thouaand  men.  It  muat  be  obvious, 
that  there  onght  to  be,  at  least,  six  months  of  supply 
of  clothing  always  on  jiand.    The  issue  is  made  semi- 
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annually  in  the  month  of  April  for  Summer,  and  Nov- 
ember  for  Winter;  and  it  must  be  apparent,  that  the 
April  iasue  cannot  be  provided  in  time,  after  the  paa- 
•age  of  the  appropriation  bill.  In  fact,  the  supply  on 
hand  ought  to  exceed  six  months  issue  for  the  whole 
Army  ;  as  the  means  of  transportation  to  the  posts  oc- 
cupied by  the  three  re gimenu  stationed  on  the  North- 
western frontier,  cannot  be  rehed  on  more  than  once 
a  year.  But  it  is  believed,  that  should  the  sum  of 
$300,000  only  be  appropriated,  that  the  stock  on  hand 
would  be  nearly  or  quite  exbaaated  ;  and  that  great 
inconvenience  would  result  to  the  service  in  the  ensu- 
ing year.  I  would  therefore  respectfully  suggest  the 
propriety  of  so  amending  the  bill,  as  to  appropriate 
the  sum  of  $430,000.  It  may  be  proper  to  eUte,  that 
even  this  snm  is  much  below  the  estimate  of  the 
Commissary  of  Purchases.  His  estimste  amounU  to 
$660,017  49. 

I  also  understand  that  the   appropriation  for   the 

Iuartermaster's  department  is  filled  in  the  bill  with 
i460,000   instead   of  $600,000,   as  reported  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Meana  ;  the  reduction  of  $60,000  being  made,  as 
is  stated,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  be  inexpedient 
to  establish  any  post  on  the  Missouri  above  the  Council 
Blu£b.     The  expense  of  transporution  to  the  Council 
Blufls  is  estimated  at  less  than   half  of  that  to  the 
Mandan  villages ;  and  as  the  supplies  of  both  of  the 
regiments  stationed  on  the  Missouri  would  have  to  be 
traasported  to  the  former  post,  where  it  was  intended 
to  atation  one  of  ihcm,  and  as  those  of  one  regiment 
enly  would  have  to  be  transported  from  the  Council 
Bkiflb  to  the  Mandan  villages,  it  is  obvious  that  more 
than  two-thirds  of  the  expenses  would  be  incurred  by 
tranaporution  to  the  Council  DIuflii.     In  addition  to 
thia  view  of  the  subject,  it  is  proper  to  state  that  ar- 
rangements had  been  made  to  tranaport  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  supplies  between   Council   Biuffii  and 
the   Mandan  villages,  by  the  public  boats  attached  to 
the  expedition,  and  which  are  now  at  the  former  place; 
which,  probably,  would  have  diminiahed  the  expense 
of  transporution  from  Counul  Blufis  to  the  Mandan 
villages  to  $20,000  ;  which,  subtracted  from  $100,000, 
the  sum  e»timated  for  the  whole  expense  of  the  trans- 
portation on  the  Missouri  would  leave  $80,000  as  the 
expense  of  transportation  to  the  Council  Bluffs.     This 
view  would  require  $480,000  to  be  appropriated  for 
the  quartermaster's  department,  instead  of  $460,000, 
with  which  the  blank  is  filled.     It  may  be  proper  to 
observe  that  the  appropriationa  for  the  quartermaster's 
department  for  1816,  1817,  1818,  snd  1819,  amounted 
to  $360,000,  $460,000,  $460,000,  and  $640,000,  re- 
spectively; and  that  since   1818,  tha  expense  of  the 
transportation  of  officers'  baggage,  and  the  transporta- 
tion of  provisions,  under  the  new  system  of  supplying 
the  rations  of  the  army,  which  increases  the  qaartw- 
mastar's  expenses  upwards  of  $130,000,  have  been 
added  to  the  expense  of  that  department.     The  former 
of  those  items  previous  to  this  year  had  been  charged 
to  contingcnciea,  and  the  laUer  to  subsistence. 

The  small  amount  of  the  appropriation  for  clothing 
and  the  quartermaster's  department,  for  the  year  1816, 
was  owing  to  the  large  supply  which  was  left  on  hand 
at  the  termination  of  the  war. 

In  relation  to  bountiea  and  premiums,  and  the  ex- 
penses of  the  recruiting  service,  I  enclose  two  state- 
ments from  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  by 
which  you  will  perceive  what  sum  would  be  necessary 
to  fill  the  establishment  as  authorized  by  law,  and  also 
that  the  amount  appropriated  under  those  heads  will 


not  probably  be  suflficieBt  to  keep  the  military  eatab- 
liahment  at  the  present  number. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &e., 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 
Hon.  Natbah  SAvroaa, 

Ckairmnn  Committee  of  Finance,  Senate. 

AsjT.  ASD  InspxcTOK  Gih's  Omcs. 

December  16,  1819. 
Sia :  Conformably  to  your  order  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  estimate  of  funds  for  the  re- 
cruiting service  for  the  year  1880. 
For  5,000  recruits,  bounties  $18  to  each  re- 
cruit        $60,000 

For  6,000  recruits,  premium  $3  to  each  re- 
cruit       -         - 10,000 

Quarters,  fuel,  bunks,  straw,  ettixen  sur- 
geons for  examining  recruits  and  attend-  '' 
ing  the  sick,  fees  of  magistrates  for  qualify- 
ing recruits,  stationery,  dec,  including  all 
expenditures  for  recruits,  until  organized 
for  joining  regiments,  or  corps,  $22  78^ 
per  man 113,925 

$183,935 

I  get  these  contingencies  of  the  recruiting  service 
by  apportioning  the  whole  expenditures  of  tbe  last 
year  for  that  aervice,  as  estimated  by  the  Second  Au- 
ditor and  Quartermaster  General,  among  the  recmita 
made  in  that  year ;  and  I  estimate  for  5,000  men  on 
the  following  data,  viz  :  That  the  army  aggregate,  at 
the  close  ot  the  present  year,  will  be  9,0OU ;  that  to 
complete  the  full  organization  would  require  3,300  re- 
cruits ;  to  which  I  add,  to  supply  the  places  of  thoae 
whose   term  of  aervice  will  expire  in  the  next  year, 
300,  (no  enlistments  were  made   in    1815,  after  the 
10th  of  February,)  and  to  meet  the  casualties  of  ser- 
vice by  death,  disability,  and  desertion,  1,400.     The 
desertions  in  the  present  year  would  warrant  a  much 
greater    estimate   on   that  account ;  but  I  have   the 
honor  to  lay  before  you  a  particular  report  on  that 
subject,   and  hope  that  measures  may  be  devised  to 
render  desertion  less  ft-equent.     To  this  statement  I 
will  only  add,  that  the  process  of  the  recruiting  ser- 
vice has   heretofore  been  such,   that,  with  ordinary 
casualties,  the  ranks  would  be  as  nearly  fvll  at  thn 
time  as  the  detached  service  of  tbe  army  would  justify. 
Several  of  the  regiments  in  the  first  six  mouthsof  this 
year,  for  which  period  only  I  have  yet  examined  the 
returns  in  that  particular,  loat  more  than  on«-t«nth  of 
their  men  by  desertion. 

I  hava  the  honor  to  be,  dec, 

.  D.  PARKER, 
AiUl.  and  Intpector  Gtneral. 

The  SiCBXTABT  ov  Wab. 


Anrr.  asb  IvsncToB  Giir's  Onitx, 

March  11,  1890. 
Sib  :  It  appears  by  the  newspapers  that  the  Honae 
of  Representatives  voted  only  $21,000  for  bountiea 
and  premiums  on  account  of  the  recruiting  senriee  for 
the  year.  This  sum  will  only  enlist  1,500  men — leea 
than  the  number  actually  lost  by  desertion  during  the 
last  year.  In  the  three  last  years,  more  than  13,000 
men  have  been  enlisted ;  and  still  the  aggregate  bf  the 
army,  at  the  dose  of  the  last  year,  did  not  exceed 
9,000  men. 
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It  is  true  that  only  300  meo  are  •ntiU«d  to  di*- 
charge  by  the  expiration  of  their  term  ;  ttill,  if  the  de- 
sertions and  other  casualties  should  be  ss  great  as  in 
former  years,  the  srmy  will  not  exceed  8,000  men  at 
the  close  of  the  year,  including  the  recruiU  which 
may  be  obuined  with  $21,000  voted  for  that  parpose. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec, 

D.  PARKER, 
Adit,  and  Inspector  General. 
The  SicaiTABT  or  Wa«. 


,  Wednesday  March  29. 

The  following  Message  was  yesterday  receiyed 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Siatea  .- 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  pursuance  "of  their  reso- 
iation  of  the  1st  of  February,  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  with  the  informstion  required  by  that 
reaolation. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WASHiireToir,  23rf  March,  1820. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read. 

Mr.  Santord  presented  the  petition  of  Herbert 
Grant,  praying  the  allowance  of  certain  drawback, 
as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures. 

Mr.  Eaton  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  paymasters  of  the  United 
States  Army  ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  three  bills  brought  up  yesterday  for  concur- 
rence, were  read, and  severally  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts between  the  United  States  and  Richard 
O'Brien,  late  American  Consul  at  Algiers;  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  McNair ;  the  bill 
explanatory  of  the  "  act  authorizing  the  sale  of 
certain  grounds  belonging  to  the  United  States  in 
the  City  of  Washington  ;"  and  also  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Thomas  Leiper,  were  severally  read 
the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  27th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on,  Indian  Affairs  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  an  appropriation  for  holding 
a  treaty  with  certain  Indians,  and  the  same  having 
been  modified,  was  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an 
appropriation  for  holding  a  .treaty  with  the  Choctaw 
Indians,  for  the  purpose  of  extinguishing  their  claim 
to  a  portion  of  their  lands  lying  within  the  State  of 
Missiiisippi. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  upon  the  pe- 
tition of  William  C.  Kausler;  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  for  consideration : 

Rexolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 


of  allowing  to  the  said  District  »  Delegate  to  Congress, 
upon  a  footing  with  the  Delegates  from  the  several 
Territorial  governments. 

Mr.  J.  remarked  that,  while  he  was  a  member 
of  the  other  House,  he  saw  the  necessity,  and  in- 
troduced a  resolution  which  had  for  its  object  the 
representation  of  the  people  of  the  distant  Territory 
01  Michigan,  by  admitting  them  to  send  a  delegate 
to  Congress.  The  law  which  originated  ftom 
that  resolution,  admitting  a  delegate  to  Congress, 
had  produced  the  most  salutary  consequences,  in 
relieving  Congress  from  its  attention  to  local  de- 
tail, witnout  any  correct  data,  and  in  a  vindication 
of  the  rights  of  that  Territorial  government  by 
its  immediate  representative.  He  said  a  long  at- 
tention to  the  same  subject  had  convinced  him  of 
the  equal  necessity  of  allowing  to  the  District  of 
Columbia  a  delegate,  upon  a  footing  with  the  Ter- 
ritorial governments. 

The  position  of  Congress  in  the  midst  of  this 
people,  does  not  furnish  us  with  corresponding 
means  of  correct  information;  nor  had  ne  ever 
discovered  less  necessity  for  an  appeal  to  a  dele- 
gate for  the  legislation  of  this  District  than  a  dis- 
tant territory;  for,  when  any  subject  was  brought 
before  Congress,  the  citizens  who  felt  most  inter- 
ested in  the  measure  would  make  their  communi- 
cation, and  always  present  a  diversity  of  opinions, 
which  at  once  produced  a  difficulty,  which  would 
not  exist  if  the  population  had  a  right  to  elect  a 
delegate  to  attend  to  their  interest:  and,  as  it  re- 
spects the  population  of  the  District,  disfranchised 
from  the  great  and  essential  principles  of  self-gov- 
ernment by  the  Federal  Constitution,  they  are 
entitled  to  this  consideration.  It  is  our  duty,  said 
Mr.  J.,  to  give  them  all  we  can,  consistently  with 
the  conditions  and  terms  of  the  Constitution.  As 
it  respects  the  Congress,  we  well  know  that  the 
burden  of  detail  and  local  matter,  in  legittlation, 
not  only  protracts  our  sessions,  but  draws  the 
mind  from  the  investigation  of  more  important 
national  objects.  The  District  of  Columbia,  al- 
though ten  miles  square,  has  a  growing  population, 
now  amounting  to  upwards  of  thirty  thousand 
souls,  and  Congress  is  vested  with  the  power  of 
exclusive  legislation,  and  that  power  embraces  all 
the  objects  of  a  judicial,  executive,  and  legislative 
department.  It  is  a  complete  political  corporation, 
and  requires  much  time  to  mature  systems,  and 
pass  laws  for  the  purposes  of  promoting  their  pros- 
perity and  happiness. 

He  hoped  that  there  would  be  no  objection  to 
the  inquiry. 

The  resolution  was  read  and  ordered  lie  on  the 
table. 

SAVANNAH  SUFFERERS. 

The  Senate,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Elliot,  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  remit  the 
duties  on  certain  goods  consumed  by  the  late  fire 
at  Savannah. 

Mr.  Elliot  said,  that  the  bill  on  the  table  was 
reported  for  the  relief  of  certain  petitioners,  suf- 
ferers by  the  late  conflagration  at  Savannah,  in 
Georgia.  The  relief  which  it  proposed  to  afford 
to  them  was  not  incompatible,  he  said,  with  the 
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object  of  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  duties,  and 
would,  he  trusted,  be  sanctioned  by  this  honorable 
Senate.  S  will  submit  a  few  remarks,  said  Mr. 
E.,  in  support  of^  this  position.  The  wealth  of 
every  nation  consists  in  its  productive  labor,  and 
it  is  the  duty  of  Grovernment  to  afford  suitable  pro- 
tection and  encouragement  to  such  labor.  But,  if 
articles  of  foreign  growth  and  manufacture  were 
to  be  admitted  into  our  markets  without  restric- 
tion, the  competition  would  be  ruinous  to  our  do- 
mestic establishments.  Labor  being  cheaper  in 
older  natiobs,  where  the  population  is  necessarily 
more  comf)act,  would  give  advantages  in  such  a 
competition  to  the  foreign  fabric,  which  the  do 
mestic  article  could  not  resist ;  and,  retiring  from 
the  uneqdal  contest,  the  whole  consumption  of  the 
country  would  be  engrossed  by  the  productions  of 
labor. 

To  prevent  such  a  state  of  things,  said  Mr.  E., 
Congress  is  empowered  to  lay  and  collect  duties. 
This  seems  to  be  a  power  necessarily  resulting 
from  the  duty  of  protection,  which  every  Govern- 
ment owes  to  its  people ;  and  Congress,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  this  power,  have  enacted  laws  imposing 
certain  duties  on  all  foreign  articles  imported  for 
consumption.  I  say  for  consumption,  for  if  the 
goods  enter  not  into  the  consumption  of  the  coun- 
try, the  domestic  labor  is  not  affected  by  the  im- 
Sortation.  Hence,  the  reason  of  the  laws  allowing 
rawbacks ;  goods  imported  and  reshipped,  because 
they  are  not  consumed  in  the  country,  are  entitled 
to  drawback.  It  is  evident,  then,  that  it  is  the 
sale  of  the  foreign  goods  in  the  home  market,  and 
not  their  importation,  that  gives  an  equitable  right 
to  the  duty.  But  the  goods,  the  importation  of 
which  gave  rise  to  the  duties  sought  to  be  remitted 
by  this  bill,  have  never  been  sold  in  the  market; 
they  have  never  come  in  competition  with  the 
productive  labor  of  the  country ;  they  were  con- 
sumed by  fire,  and  are  as  completely  out  of  the 
market  as  though  they  had  never  been  imported, 
or  having  been,  were  reshipped.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, can  it  be  unreasonable  to  afford  to 
these  petitioners  the  relief  contemplated  by  this 
bill  ? 

Shall  he  who  reships  after  importation  be  enti- 
tled to  drawback  because  his  goods  are  withdrawn 
from  the  competition  in  the  home  market ;  and 
shall  not  the  unfortunate  man  be  relieved  from  the 
exactions  of  Government,  whose  goods  are  not 
only  withdrawn  from  this  competition,  but  are  lost 
to  him  forever  by  an  act  of  Providence,  equally 
beyond  his  foresight  and  control^  Will  you  suffer 
the  reshipper  to  send  from  the  country  nis  whole 
stock,  unimpaired  by  the  exaction  of  the  customary 
duty  on  im{>ortation,  because  he  has  not  sold  his 
goods  in  the  home  market  ?  And  will  you  permit 
your  custom-house  officer  to  expose  to  sale,  for  the 
debt  they  owe  you,  the  naked  lots  of  the.se  unfor- 
tvmate  petitioners,  now  covered  with  the  ashes  of 
the  very  goods  for  the  importation  of  which  you 
hold  their  bonds  ?  Let  it  not  be  said  the  revenue 
would  be  too  much  impaired  by  a  remission  of  the 
duties  in  such  cases.  The  Government  can  never 
profit  by  scrupulous  exactions  of  this  kind,  against 
the  reason  of  law  and  the  generous  sensibilities  of 


a  sympathizing  community.  But  I  deny,  said  Mr. 
E.,  the  correctness  of  the  position  that  tne  revenue 
will  be  impaired  by  a  remission  of  the  duties  in 
cases  where  the  goods  have  been  actually  destroy- 
ed. Importations  are  limited  by  the  capacity  for 
consumption,  for  this  constitutes  the  demand.  Bat 
the  demand  can  only  be  atfected  by  the  use  of  the 
articles  imported.  Their  destruction  leaves  the 
capacity  for  consumption,  consequently  the  de- 
mand, uninfluenced  by  the  importation.  Other 
goods,  then,  will  be  imported  in  the  place  of  those 
destroyed,  and  the  revenue  from  this  Source  will 
always  be  in  proportion  Ho  the  consumption  of  the 
dutied  articles. 

The  object  of  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  duties, 
is  unquestionably  the  protection  of  domestic  labor; 
foreign  articles  can  only  affect  this  labor  by  enter- 
ing into  the  home  consumption ;  all  articles,  then, 
which  are  withdrawn  from  the  market,  either  vol- 
untarily or  by  accident,  come  not  within  the  reason 
of  the  power,  and  ought  not  to  be  subject  to  its 
regulations. 

But.  is  it  objected  that  there  are  no  precedents 
to  authorize  the  remission  of  these  duties  1  Ex- 
amine the  statute  book,^ir,and  you  will  find  laws, 
under  dates  of  the  9th  of  May  and  7th  of  June, 
1794,  and  of  the  3d  of  March.  1801  authorizing 
the  remission  of  the  duties  on  eleven  nogsheads  of 
coffee  destroyed  by  fire  at  Baltimore ;  on  certain 
spirits  lost  in  Vermont ;  and  on  a  quantity  of  teas 
consumed  by  fire  at  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 
In  addition  to  these,  the  duties  charged  on  a  cargo 
of  salt  lost  in  the  port  of  Annapolis,  by  a  flood, 
were  remitted  by  a  law  passed  the  4th  of  Angust, 
1790.  Several  other  laws^  sir,  having  for  their 
object  the  remi.ssion  of  duties  in  cases  where  the 
imported  articles  had  been  destroyed,  were  ad- 
verted to  by  my  honorable  colleague  a  few  days 
since,  in  his  eloquent  argrmient  on  the  motion  for 
recommitment. 

If  precedents,  then,  are  to  decide  this  case,  these 
are  amply  sufficient  for  that  purpose.  But,  sir,  if 
there  were  no  precedents,  would  not  this  honorable 
body  decide  agreeably  to  the  reason  and  justice  of 
the  case?  Every  question  of  this  nature  is  so  to 
be  examined  and  thus  decided. 

May  I  not  hope,  sir,  after  the  discussion  which 
this  subject  has  undergone  on  the  nootion  for  re- 
commitment, and  the  decision  of  that  motion  af- 
firmatively, that  this  bill,  which  has  been  reported 
in  conformity  with  instructions  from  this  honora- 
ble body,  will  nieet  with  a  liberal  and  generous 
support?  Already  has  the  report  of  your  proceed- 
ings touching  this  subject  gone  to  the  public.  It 
has  no  doubt  inspired  nope,  and  imparted  consola- 
tion to  the  hearts  of  these  unfortunate  petitioners. 
Feeling  that  they  are  not  disregarded  by  their 
Government  in  the  dark  hour  of  misfortune,  their 
palsied  energies  begin  to  react ;  and,  by  a  native 
elasticity  of  mind,  ever  called  into  action  imder 
the  pressure  of  misfortune,  by  the  consciousness  of 
sympathy  and  support,  they  are  even  now  sketoh- 
ing  out  to  the  eye  of  hope  future  schemes  of  busi- 
ness and  of  profit.  Will  you  give  reality  to  these 
consolatory  anticipations,  by  imparting  to  them 
form  and  substance,  or  wdl  you  treat  them  as  Ti»- 


I 


555 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


556 


I 


Senatr. 


Mi»$owi  Expedition. 


March,  1820. 


ions  of  the  deluded  and  forlorn,  and  by  a  dash  o( 
your  pen  blot  them  out  forever? 

If  the  view,  sir,  of  this  question,  which  I  have 
thus  imperfectly  presented  to  the  Senate,  be  cor- 
rect, and  I  do  not  perceive  its  fallacy,  the  prayer 
of  these  petitioners  addresses  itself  to  the  justice, 
the  enlightened  judgment,  and  the  magnanimity 
of  Congress.  Under  such  circumstances,  I  am  not 
permitted  to  doubt  of  its  eventual  success. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time — yeas  27.  '     .    •  • 

MISSOURI  EXPEDITION. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
military  appropriation  bill — the  question  on  in- 
creasing the  appropriation  for  the  Quartermaster 


Council  Bluffs.  He  insisted  Cftrnettly  on  tke 
national  advantages  in  view,  and  which  would 
accrue  from  it,  if  the  expedition  should  be  judi- 
ciously executed. 

Mr.  Edwards  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Smith,  and, 
by  a  reference  to  the  character  of  the  trade  carried 
on  formerly  by  the  French  with  the  Indians,  to 
obviate  the  arguments  of  Mr.  S.,  and  to  show,  in 
substance,  that  forts  in  the  Indian  country  would 
have  the  effect  of  preventing  rather  than  exciting 
Indian  hostilities— neither  would  they  produce 
illegal  settlements  on  the  Indians  lands,  as  such 
settlements  would  be  prevented  by  the  very  means 
which  it  was  argued  would  encourage  them,  dkc. 

Mr.  Wilson  would  hesitate,  were  this  a  new 
questionj  but  having  b*'en  gone  into  deliberately 


General  s  department,  from  $450,000  to  500,000,    by  the  Executive,  and  as  great  stress  >i'as  laid  on 


being  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Trimble  added  some  remarks  to  what  he 
said  yesterday,  and  went  into  sundry  details  to 
show  that  the  appropriation  proposed  would  be 
necessary  for  the  Quartermaster  deneral's  depart- 
ment, independently  of  any  regard  to  the  Missouri 
Expedition  ;  that  it  would  be  less  than  the  appro- 
priation for  the  same  service  in  1811,  when  the 
Army  was  only  between  five  and   six  thousand 


It  and  much  good  expected  from  it  by  that  branch 
of  the  Grovernment,  he  would  not  now  endeavor  to 
put  it  down  bv  withholding  a  small  additional  sum; 
they  would  have  time  to  ascertain  its  advantages 
in  the  course  of  the  year,  and  either  send  forward 
or  stop  the  expedition  as  prudence  might  dictate; 
but  he  would  leave  it  to  them,  particularly  as  no 
one  had  yet  pronounced  the  enterprise  absolutely 
improper  or  unwise;  its  expediency  was  doubted 
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men,  and  no  post  more  distant  than  Belle  Fontaine;  I  only,  its  impropriety  matter  of  conjecture,  and  he 
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that  it  would  be  inadequate  to  the  estimates  of  the 
Quartermaster  Grenerai,  whose  arrangements  had 
greatly  economized  the  expenses  of  this  branch  of 
the  service,  and  their  execution  was  indispensable 
to  the  public  interest. 

Mr.  Smith  was  of  opinion,  that  the  expedition 
for  which  this  appropriation  Mras  intended,  was 
inexpedient — if  encouraged  it  would  in  time  draw 
the  whole  army  from  the  Atlantic  Slates,  which 
the  proper  defence  of  the  seacoast  would  not  per- 
mit, and  where  the  number  now  was  too  small, 
and  involve  the  necessity  of  increasing  it,  in  which 
case  the  amount  now  in  question  would  be  a  mere 
drop.  The  post  contemplated  was  not  for  the  pro- 
tection of  our  frontiers,  because  it  was  too  far  in 
the  interior  of  the  Indian  country,  by  five  or  six 
hundred  miles;  that  intermediate  posts  must  be 
maintained,  and  as  soon  as  this  line  was  estab- 
lished, settlers  would  follow  them,  right  or  wrong. 


would  suffer  it  to  be  fully  tried,  as  it  had  advanced 
so  far. 

Mr.  Lanman  advocated  the  expedition  and  th« 
policy  of  employing  the  armv  in  extending  and 
protecting  the  valuable  fur  trade,  and  in  excluding 
the  interterence  and  mischiefs  of  foreign  traders, 
in  promoting  an  influence  and  amity  with  the 
Indians,  and  protecting  our  frontier.  It  wotild  be 
much  better,  he  argued,  to  keep  the  troops  employ- 
ed in  useful  enterprise  and  active  service,  becom- 
ing the  nature  of  their  profession,  than  allow  them 
to  remain  idly  in  the  large  cities  on  the  Atlantic, 
merely  cleaning  their  arms,  and  deteriorating  every 
day.  He  spoke  of  the  great  importance  of  the  fur 
trade,  and  the  immense  extent  of"  that  which  would 
be  opened  by  this  expedition,  and  which  he  would 
not  suffer  to  be  usurped  by  foreign  traders,  even  if 
it  were  of  less  value ;  that  to  pennit  the  intrusion  of 
foreign  traders  within  our  limits  was  a  violation 
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and  form  a  string  of  setUements  for  one  thousancTTof  the  rights  and  the  honor,  and  endangered  the 
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eight  hundred  miles,  and  involve  the  country  in 
endless  broib  with  tlxe  Indians.  Thinking  thus, 
though  he  entertained  the  highest  respect  for  the 
authority  under  which  the  expedition  was  com- 
menced, It  was  perfectly  fair  to  check  it  by  with- 
holding the  appropriation,  and  thus  expressing  the 
sense  of  the  Senate  on  it,  &c. 

Mr.  Dana  stated  the  object  of  this  expedition  as 
far  as  the  Mandan  Villages,  taken  in  connexion 
with  the  posts  up  the  Mississippi,  to  be  for  the  pro- 
tection ol  our  frontier  and  the  advancement  of  the 
Northwest  fur  trade,  as  well  as  to  prevent  that  of 
foreigners  from  being  carried  on  with  the  Indians 
in  that  quarter,  dec,  and  he  read  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  Congress,  on  this  subject,  to 
show  more  fully  the  objects  and  atility  of  the  ex- 
pedition. To  effect  these  objects,  only  $20,000 
were  required,  in  addition  to  what  would  be,  with- 
out it,  necessa^,  if  the  expedition  remained  at  the 


safety,  of  the  country;  to  shut  them  out  was  ne- 
cessary to  the  welfare  of  the  frontiers  and  the  in- 
terests of  the  people.  That  settlements  would  follow 
these  posts  was  admitted;  but  they  would  spread 
to  the  West  in  spite  of  all  regulations,  until  they 
had  reached  the  Pacific.  He  defended  the  wis- 
dom of  the  policy  of  which  this  expedition  formed 
a  part,  the  expediency  of  prosecuting  it,  and  the 
impropriety  of  crippling  and  cramping  it  by  refus- 
ing the  small  sum  in  question,  dec. 

Mr.  Smith  maintained  that,  as  the  laws  prohib- 
ited settlements  on  the  Indian  lands,  their  viola- 
tion ought  to  be  permitted  or  encouraged  by  a  chain 
of  posts  for  eighteen  hundred  miles  into  the  Indian 
country-,  and  spoke  to  show  the  defenceless  condi- 
tion of  the  forts  on  the  seaboard,  in  which  he  ad- 
duced several  facte,  and  the  inexpediency  of  draw- 
ing off  into  the  West  troops  necessary  to  man  the 
maritime  works.  He  replied  at  considerable  length 
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to  Mr.  Lanman,  arguing  that  if  rights  were  to  be 
so  rigidly  defended,  why  not  at  once  go  against 
the  foreign  encroacnments  south  of  Columbia,  and 
force  justice  from  Spain,  ice. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in 
the  amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  increase  the  appropriation  for  the  Quar- 
termaster General's  department,  from  $450,000  to 
$500,000,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows: 

Ybas — McMTfl.  Dsna,  Eaton^  Edwcnla,  Johnson  of 
KentQcky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King,  of  Alabama, 
Lanman,  Leake,  Llojd,  Logan,  Lowrie,  Noble,  Otta, 
Parrott,  Pinkncy,  Roberta,  Sanford,  Stokea,  Thomaa, 
Trimble,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia, 
Wiliiama,  of  TenneMee,  and  Wilson — 24. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Barrill,  Dickerson, 
Elliot,  Gaillard,  King  of  New  York,  Macon,  Mellen, 
Morrii.  Palmer.  PleasanU,  Ruggle»,  Smith,  Taylor, 
Tkbenor,  Van  Dyke,  and  Wiliiama  of  Miasiasippi — 18. 

Some  discussion  took  place]on  other  points;  after 
which,  tlie  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed, and,  with  the  bill,  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

The  engrossed  bill  apportioning  the  representa- 
tives from  the  States  oi  Massachusetts  and  Maine 
in  the  next  Congress,  was  read  a  third  time,  pass- 
ed, and  sent  to  the  other  House  for  concurrence. 

The  Senate  then  took  up,  and  spent  considera- 
ble time  on,  the  bill  for  the  better  organization  of 
the  Treasury  Department,  (providing  for  the  more 
prompt  recovery  of  debts  due  the  United  States, 
Ac.,)  after  which  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Thursday,  March  30. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Brown,  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  Samuel  G.  Perkins  and  others,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, were  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  navigation ;"  and  the  bill  was  twice 
read  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, in  pursuance  of  instructions,  reported  a  bill 
to  increase  the  compensation  of  certain  judges  of 
the  courts  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  bill  was 
twice  read  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  respecting  piracy  and  other 
crimes,  reported  the  same  Avith  amendments,  which 
were  read. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Cahokia,  made  a  re- 
port, accompanied  by  a  bill  confirming  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Caho- 
kia, in  the  State  of  Illinois,  in  laying  out  a  town 
on  the  commons  of  said  village ;  and  the  report 
and  bill  were  read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  the  second 
niading. 

Mr.  Pleasantb,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  establishing  the  grade  of 
Rear  Admiral  in  the  Naval  Service  of  the  United 


States ;  and  the  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  IhII 
for  the  relief  of  Richard  Smyth,  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  regulating  the  pay  of  surgeons  in  the 
naval  service  of  the  United  States,  and  also  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  of  pavmasters  of  the  United 
States  army,  were  severally  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act,  en- 
titled *An  act  to  provide  for  the  publication  of  the 
Laws  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Eliza- 
beth Braden,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  sev- 
eral acts  for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of 
the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  29th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  allowing  to  the  said  Dis- 
trict a  delegate  to  Congress ;  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Logan,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Harriet  Shackerly, 
Sarah  Shackerly,  and  Mary  Shackerly,  children 
of  Peter  Shackerly;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Otis, 
it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  making  appro- 
priatioiis  for  the  military  service  for  the  year  1820, 
was  read  the  third  time,  as  amended,  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  House  of  Ref^esentatives  for  concur- 
rence in  the  amendments. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  suffer* 
ers  at  Savannah,  was  also  read  the  third  tune, 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  other  House  for  concur- 
rence. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Presioent  of  the  Uniteh  States: 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stat et.- 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  general  abstract  of  the 
Militia  of  the  United  fcitates,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of 
March  2,  1803. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Mabco  30,  1820. 

The  Message  and  abstract  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
providing  for  the  more  prompt  recovery  of  debts 
due  by  defaulters,  dec,  to  the  United  States,  (for 
the  appointment  of  a  Treasury  Solicitor,  giving 
summary  process,  &c.) 

Much  discussion  took  place  on  the  details  of  this 
bill,  in  which  Messrs.  Van  Dyke,  Tichenor, 
Walker,  of  Georgia,  Pinkney,  Johnson,  of  Ken- 
tucky, Barbour,  Lanman,  and  Mellen,  engaged ; 
in  the  course  of  which  the  clause  authorizing  the 
appointment  of  a  Solicitor  for  the  Treasury  was 
stricken  out,  and  his  duties  confided  to  such  o&;er 
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of  the  Treasury  as  the  President  of  the  United 
•States  may  appwint. 

Before  the  Senate  had  got  through  the  bill,  it 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

DAY  OF  ADJOURxNMENT. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  offered  some  days  ago  by  Mr.  Oxia,  that 
the  present  session  of  Congress  be  adjourned  on  the 
17th  of  April. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN  moved  to  postpone  the  resolu- 
tion until  Thursday  next ;  which,  after  some  de- 
bate on  the  question  of  so  early  an  adjournment, 
on  the  nature,  the  quantity,  and  importance  of 
business  proper  to  be  acted  on,  and  on  the  propri- 
ety of  at  this  time  deciding  on  the  period  of  ad- 
journment, was  negatived,  by  yeas  and  nay.s — 
yeas  17,  nays  21. 

Mr.  LowRiE  moved  to  strike  out  the  17th,  and 
insert  the  24th,  as  the  day  proposed  for  the  ad- 
iournment;  which  was  decided  m  the  affirmative, 
by  yeas  and  nays — 22  to  17. 

Considerable  debate  took  place  on  these  several 
motions,  and  on  the  resolution  itself,  in  which 
Messrs.  King,  of  Alabama,  DicKERsoN,  Barbour, 
RuGOLEs,  Otis,  Morril,  and  Dana  entered. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  finally  agreed 
to,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Y«A8 — Messrs.  Barbour,  Elliot,  King  of  Alabama, 
King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Logan,  Macon,  Mellen, 
Morril,  Noble,  Palmer,  Pinkney,  Pleasants,  Roberts, 
Stokes,  Taylor, Thomas,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker 
of  Georgia,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Williams  of 
Tennessee — 21. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Burrill,  Dana,  Dickerson, 
Eaton,  Edwards,  Gaillard,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  lA)Qisi- 
ana,  Leake,  Lowrie,  Otis,  Parrott,  Ruggles,  Sanford, 
Smith,  Tichenor,  Trimble,  Van  Dyke,  and  Wilson — 20. 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senate  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burrill, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish 
an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy. 

Mr.  Otis  observed,  that  the  bill  had  undergone 
so  material  a  change  in  its  character,  by  the  prin- 
ciple and  provisions  which  had  been  added  to  it 
by  Way  of  amendments,  that  it  had  last  much  of 
his  friendship.  He  wbhed  to  make  an  effort  to 
restore  it  to  such  a  shape  as,  in  his  view,  would 
improve  its  utility,  and  render  it  less  objectiona- 
ble ;  and  therefore  moved  "  that  the  bill  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with 
instnictions  to  amend  the  same,  by  strikiivg  out  the 
proviso  in  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  [enumerating 
the  classes  of  mechanics  and  othlers,  who  are  ex- 
cluded from  the  operation  of  thfe  bill ;]  and  also 
with  instructions  to  amend  the  same,  by  extending 
the  privileges  of  the  act  to  persons  imprisoned  for 
debt,  upon  their  voluntary  application  therefor." 

After  submitting  his  motion,  Mr.  O.  added  a  re- 
mark or  two,  to  show  that  the  bill,  if  amended  as 
he  proposed,  would  still  be  so  applied,  by  construc- 
tion, as  to  embrace  many  classes,  and  answer,  in 
a  great  degree,  the  views  of  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  and 
those  gentlemen  who  had  favored  his  proposition. 

Mr.  Barbour  believmg,  from  the  indications  he 
had  received,  that  there  was  little  chance  of  a  ma- 
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jority  of  the  Senate  being  united  in  support  of  any 
system  of  bankruptcy  at  this  session,  rose  to  move 
that  this  bill  be  postponed  until  the  neit  session  of 
Congress.  In  making  this  motion,  Mr.  B.  took 
occasion  to  disclaim  any  hostility  or  want  of  re- 
spect for  the  mercantile  clas.s  or  the  business  of 
comrnerce,  which  he  not  only  held  in  estimation 
from  its  intrinsic  respectability,  but  as  a  great  con- 
stituent of  the  national  interests,  and  which,  in  his 
part  of  the  country,  was  held  in  equal  esteem  with 
other  vocations.  Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  submit, 
in  a  speech  of  considerable  length,  his  reasons  for 
standmg  in  oppositiop  to  a  general  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy ;  its  conferrfng  privileges  on  particular 
classes;  its  pernicious  tendency  to  generate  fraud; 
the  unfavorableness  of  all  the  experience  of  Eng- 
land on  the  subject ;  the  evils  which  he  appre- 
hended froni  its  operation  on  society,  and  which 
he  was  particular  in  endeavoring  to  show,  &c. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Barrour's 
motion  to  postpone  the  bill  until  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows : 

Y«A8 — Messrs.  Barbour,  Eaton,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Johnson  of  Louisisna,  King  of  Alabama,  Leake, 
Logan,  Macon,  Morril,  Noble,  Palmer,  Pleasants,  Rug- 
gles, Smith,  Taylor,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of 
Georgia,  Williams  of  Tennessee,  and  Wilson — 19. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Brown,  Burrill,  Dana,  Dickerson, 
Edwardrt,  Elliot,  Gaillard,  Hunter,  King  of  New  York, 
Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mellen,  Otis,  Parrott,  Pinkney, 
Roberts,  Sanford,  Stokes,  Tichenor,  Trimble,  Van 
Dyke,  and  Williams  of  Mississippi — 22. 

The  qucNtion  recurring  on  the  propasition  offer- 
ed by  Mr.  Otis  to  recommit  the  bill,  Mr.  Van 
Dyke  offered  succinctly  the  reasons  which,  in  his 
view,  were  opposed  to  the  motion,  and  which  jus- 
tified the  bill  as  it  stood. 

Mr.  Burrill  advocated  the  recommitment,  par- 
ticularly from  a  desire  to  discard  that  featiu-e  which 
applies  the  act  to  all  classes  of  debtors  to  a  certain 
amount,  by  their  voluntary  consent. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  maintaining  the  opin- 
ion that  Congress  had  no  power  to  enact  an  insol- 
vent law,  though  it  had  the  power,  emphatically 
given,  to  pass  a  bankrupt  law,  was  rather  in  favor 
of  a  course  that  would  try  specific  questions  on 
these  principles,  instead  of  recommitment.  If  the 
Senate  should  finally  insist  on  stretching  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Government,  to  the  enactment  ot  the 
principle  adopted  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Dyke, 
anxious  as  he  was  for  a  bankrupt  law  of  some  kind, 
and  of  almost  any  kind  within  the  limits  of  the 
Constitutioti — for  defects  might  be  remedied  here- 
after according  to  experience — he  should  be  con- 
strained to  vote  against  the  bill.  Mr.  K.  argued 
his  opinions  at  some  length. 

Mr.  Oti8  defended  the  course  he  had  proposed, 
as  the  only  mode  of  getting  at  his  object,  inasmuch 
as  the  amendments  liaving  been  agreed  to  could 
not  now  be  reached  by  any  specific  and  direct  mo- 
tion in  the  Senate ;  and  he  also  explained  more  at 
large  his  views  of  the  principles  in  question,  con- 
curring with  Mr.  Kino  so  far  as  to  doubt  whether 
an  insolvent  act,  which  Mr.  Van  Dyke's  amend- 
ment would  amount  to,  was  in  the  contemplatioa 


of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution.  He  argued 
against  this  principle  also  from  its  practical  opera- 
tion upon  the  business  and  affairs  of  society. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
recommit  the  bill,  and  was  negatived  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  Dickerson  moved  to  strike  oat  the  proviso 
in  the  first  section,  excepting  various  mechanical 
classes,  dec,  from  the  operation  of  the  bill,  con- 
ceiving it  no  longer  necessary,  if  the  feature  intro- 
duced ny  Mr.  Van  Dyke  were  retained. 

This  motion  was  negatived — yeas  9,  nays  28. 

Mr.  Mellen  moved  to  strike  out  the  60th  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  which  is,  in  substance,  as  follows : 

"  Sbc.  60.  That  this  act  shall  not  repeal  or  annul  the 
laws  of  any  State  now  in  force,  or  which  may  be  here- 
after enacted  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors,  except 
•o  far  as  the  same  may  respect  persons  who  are,  or 
may  be  clearly  within  the  purview  of  this  act,  and 
whose  debts  shall  amount,  in  the  cases  specified  in  the 
■econd  section  thereof,  to  the  sums  therein  mentioned. 
And  if  any  person  within  the  purview  of  this  act  shall 
be  imprisoned  for  the  space  of  three  months  for  any 
debt,  or  upon  any  contract,  unless  the  creditors  of  such 

Erisoner  shall  proceed  to  prosecute  a  commission  of 
ankruptcy  against  him  or  her,  agreeably  to  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act,  such  debtor  may  and  shall  be  entitled 
to  relief,  under  such  Isws  for  the  relief  of  insolvent 
debtors,  this  act  notwithstanding." 

This  motion  was  negatived  by  a  large  majority ; 
and,  no  other  motion  lK>ing  made,  the  question  was 
taken  on  ordering  the  bill,  as  amended,  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time,  and  was  decided  in 
the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Burrill,  Dana,  Dickeriion,  Elliot, 
Gaillard,  Hunter,  Lanman,  Mellen,  Parrott,  Pinkney, 
KoberU, Sanford,  Stokes,  Tichenor,  and  Van  Dyke — 15. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Eaton,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alaba- 
ma, King  of  New  York,  Leake,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Mor- 
ril, Otis,  Palmer,  PleasanU,  Ruggles,  Smith,  Taylor, 
Trimble,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia, 
Williams  of  Mississippi,  Williams  of  Tennessee,  and 
Wilson— 23. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 


Friday,  March  31. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  gave  notice  that,  at 
the  next  sitting  of  the  Senate,  he  should  ask  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  appropriate  a  room  in  the  cus- 
tom-house now  erecting  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
to  the  use  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  payment  to 
be  made  for  certain  muskets  impressed  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,"  with  an  amendment,  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  building  of  a  certain 
number  of  small  vessels  of  war ;  the  bill  establish- 
ing the  grade  of  Rear  Admiral  in  the  Naval  Ser- 
vice of  the  United  States ;  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Richard  Smith ;  and,  also,  the  bill  confirming 
the  proceedings  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  of 


Cahokia,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  in  laying  out  a 
town  on  the  commons  of  the  said  village,  wer« 
severally  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Sanford,  the  bill  supple- 
mentary to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Benjamin  Wells  and  others,"  was  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Trimble  submitted  the  following  motions 
for  consideration : 

Retolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  cause 
to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  the  Senate,  at  the  com* 
mencement  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a  stater 
mcnt  of  the  money  annually  appropriated  and  paid, 
since  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  for  purchasing 
from  the  Indians,  surveying  and  selling  the  public 
lands,  showing  as  near  as  may  be  the  quantities  of  land 
which  have  been  purchased,  the  number  of  acres  which 
have  been  surveyed,  the  number  sold,  and  the  number 
which  remain  unsold,  the  amount  of  sales,  the  amount 
of  forfeitures,  the  sums  paid  by  purchasers,  and  tho 
sums  due  from  purchasers,  and  from  receivers  in  each 
land  district. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  cause 
to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  the  Senate,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a  state- 
ment of  the  money  expended  in  each  year  since  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  in  holding  conferences 
and  making  treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes  ;  specifying 
grants  and  presents,  whether  in  money  or  goods  ;  an- 
nuities paid  and  now  payable  to  the  Indian  to'ibes ; 
the  money  annually  appropriated  and  paid  for  the  In- 
dian trade,  including  the  sums  allowed  for  salaries  and 
allowances  to  superintendents,  clerks,  factors,  commis- 
sioners, agents,  interpreters,  and  all  other  persons  em- 
ployed under  the  authority  of  the  United  States  in  the 
negotiations  and  interoourse  with  the  Indian  tribes. 

PUBLIC  DEFAULTERS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  providing  summary  process  for  the  collection 
of  debts  due  by  defaulters,  dec,  to  the  United 
States. 

Much  discussion  again  took  place  on  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill,  on  the  part  of  Messrs.  Tichb- 
NOR.  Otis,  Pinkney,  Barbour,  Kino  of  New 
YorK,  Rcggles,  Walker  of  Georgia,  and  others, 
in  the  course  of  which,  a  motion  was  made,  by  Mr. 
Rvogles,  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  with  instructions  to  substitute  in  the 
place  of  the  clause  now  contained  in  it  such  pro- 
visions as  may  best  facilitate  the  adjustment  of 
the  accoimts  to  which  it  relates,  and  the  security 
and  speedy  recovery  of  the  debts,  by  the  judgment 
or  decree  of  the  orainary  courts  of  judicature. 

This  proposition  being  divided,  the  question  wa* 
first  taken  on  the  recommitment,  and  being  de- 
cided in  the  negative — ayes  17,  noes  19 — the  re- 
mainder of  the  motion  fell  of  course. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  a  motion,  previ- 
ously made  by  Mr.  Tichenor,  to  insert  a  proviso 
that  the  summary  process  should  not  aflect  the 
surety  of  any  officer  of  the  United  States  who  be- 
came bound  before  the  passing  of  this  act,  but 
every  officer  shall  give  before  a  certain  day,  new 
and  sufficient  sureties  for  the  performance  of  the 
duties  required  of  him ;  which  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 
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-Mr.  EAfON  moved  an  amendment,  intended  to 
make  the  operation  of  the  act  entirely  prospective, 
and  not  embrace  cases  of  debts  incurred  prior  to 
the  pa!>sa^e  of  the  bill,  on  the  ground  that  a  differ- 
ent course  would  conflict  with  the  Constitution — 
which  he  areoed  to  establish — and  that  persons 
accepting  offices  hereafter  would  know  the  con- 
ditions which  were  annexed  to  them,  dec. 

This  motion  was  negatived  without  a  count. 

Mr.  Barbour  intimating  an  intention  to  offer 
an  amendment  which  would  require  some  time  to 
prepare  and  digest,  the  bill  was,  on  his  motion, 
postponed  to  Monday. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dickerson,  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  20lh 
instant,  transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  of  the  16th  of  February  last, 
abstracts  of  the  bonds  or  other  securities  given 
under  the  laws  of  the  United  States  by  the  col- 
lectors of  the  customs,  receivers  of  public  moneys 
for  lands,  and  registers  of  public  lands ;  payraas- 
■  ters  in  (he  army  and  pursers  in  the  navy  who  are 
now  in  office,  or  who  have  heretofore  been  in 
office,  and  whose  accounts  remain  unsettled  ;  toge- 
ther with  a  statement  of  such  other  facts  a^may 
tend  to  show  the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of 
so  far  altering  the  laws  respecting  such  officers, 
that  they  may  hereafter  be  appointed  for  limited 
periods,  subject  to  removal  as  heretofore, — was 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  composed  of  Messrs. 
Dickerson,  Burrill,  Lanman,  Dana,  and  King 
of  New  York. 

THE  BANKRUPT  BILL. 

Mr.  Otis  rose  to  move  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  of  yesterday,  by  which  the  bankrupt  bill  was 
indefinitely  postponed.  He  was  induced  to  make 
this  motion  from  some  encouragement  which  he 
had  received  from  gentlemen  who  had  taken  an 
active  part  in  the  bill,  to  hope  that  principles  might 
be  so  adjusted  and  imbodied  as  to  make  it  accept- 
able to  all  the  friends  of  a  bankrupt  act ;  and  from 
the  willingness  which  had  been  manifested,  even 
by  those  opposed  to  a  bankrupt  system,  to  give  it 
a  fair  trial.  Should  they  be  able  to  agree,  all 
probably  would  rejoice  in  the  event ;  and  to  give 
the  bill  one  more  chance  for  its  life,  he  made  this 
motion,  with  the  intention,  should  it  succeed,  of 
moving  its  recommitment  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  as  the  Senate  was 
thin,  moved  to  postpone  a  decision  on  the  motion 
until  Monday,  but,  at  the  request  of  several  gen- 
tlemen, afterwards  withdrew  it.  He  was,  how- 
ever, opposed  to  the  reconsideration.  The  bill  had 
taken  up  a  great  deal  of  time,  and  its  rejection  took 
place  after  mature  consideration.  He  thought  it 
unadvisable  to  revive  the  question,  to  go  over  the 
discussion  again,  as  it  would  be  a  useless  consump- 
tion of  time. 

Mr.  Lanman  was  in  favor  of  the  reconsidera- 
tion, though  he  knew  not  how  he  should  finally 
be  induced  to  vote,  if  the  bill  were  again  brought 
up.  He  thought,  however,  that  the  cries  of  the 
numerou»^etitioners  who  had  prayed  relief  ought 
to  be  liBUned  to,  and  seriously  considered.    The  j 


bill,  it  seemed,  had  been  thrown  out  by  a  sort  of 
sideway  operation ;  and  it  ought  to  be  fairly  decided, 
according  to  the  opinions  of  the  majority,  as  to 
the  expediency-  of  granting  relief,  if  a  majority 
thought  relief  should  be  provided,  that  opinion 
ought  to  prevail.  He  was  glad  the  motion  was 
made,  and  hoped  it  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  thought  if  there  was 
any  possibility,  on  a  revision  of  the  subject,  of 
coming  to  a  favorable  conclusion,  it  ought  to  be 
tried.  We,  said  Mr.  K.,  have  given  to  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  evidence  of  a  willingness  to  af- 
ford relief  to  one  part  of  the  country  ;  and  have 
passed  a  bill  extending  a  liberal  indulgence  to  the 
purchasers  of  the  puuic  lands.  Even  in  regard 
to  the  large  and  embarrassing  debt  due  in  Alaba- 
ma, there  was  a  disposition  "to  afford  relief.  He 
referred  to  the  extent  of  the  distress  which  de- 
manded relief  from  the  bankrupt  act,  and  to  the 
manner  in  which  that  distress  was  incurred,  to 
show  that  it  was  eminently  entitled  to  the  favorable 
consideration  of  the  Senate.  One  remark  he  would 
add  on  the  subject ;  it  was,  that  for  the  three  years 
succeeding  the  late  war,  one  half  of  the  money 
arising  from  importations  had  gone  into  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  nation  ;  the  Grovernment  lost  nothing  ; 
yet  it  was  these  very  importations  that  brought 
ruin  on  many  of  those  who  now  soliciti>d  the  relief 
of  this  act. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  was  glad  the  motion  was  made. 
He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  to  obtain  the 
bill,  he  would  meet  gentlemen  on  liberal  ground, 
and  if  he  could  not  obtain  all  he  desired  in  such  a 
bill,  he  would  take  what  others  he  believed  would 
be  ready  to  concede ;  and  be  able  he  hoped  to 
agree  on  a  system  which  would  produce  much 
good,  though  It  might  not  in  every  particular  be 
agreeable  to  all. 

Mr.  WiLBON  conceived  that  no  possible  good 
could  be  produced  by  a  reconsideration  of  the  bill ; 
and  would  only  desire  an  opportunity  of  recording 
his  vote  on  this  motion;  for  whicn  purpose  he 
asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  was  in  favor  of  a  bank- 
rupt law,  if  confined  to  the  trading  part  of  the 
community.  He  believed  it  proper  to  give  them 
the  relief  asked  for;  it  was  due  to  thom  on  account 
of  the  debts  which  they  owed  abroad,  and  which 
no  other  means  would  relieve  them  from  ;  and,  as 
foreign  debtors  could  by  their  bankrupt  laws  free 
themselves  from  debts  due  to  our  merchants,  justice 
required  that  the  latter  should  have  the  same  privi- 
lege when  misfortunes  rendered  if.  desirable.  He 
could  not,  however,  vote  for  a  system  similar  to 
that  which  had  been  rejected,  extending  it  to  all 
classes.  It  would  be  extremely  injurious,  if  not 
ruinous,  to  the  planters  and  farmers  to  be  subjected 
to  the  operation  of  such  a  system. 

Mr.  Smith  would  have  no  objection  to  the  re- 
consideration, if  any  new  lights  nad  been  shed  on 
the  subject  since  its  rejection.  But,  after  all  amend- 
ment which  it  could  receive,  and  the  most  mature  . 
consideration  and  discussion,  the  decision  had  been 
given  against  the  bill,  and  it  was  rejected  by  a  de- 
cided majority.  It  was  not  proper,  under  these 
circumstances,  to  revive  it.    Public  feeling  was 


not  a  good  reason  for  this  motion,  because  public 
fi-ding  existed  equally  before.  Besides,  the  Senate 
had  fixed  on  a  day  to  adjourn,  and  would  be  bound 
by  it,  if  the  other  House  agreed  to  it.  The  bank- 
rupt bill  had  its  full  portion  of  the  time  of  the 
Senate,  and  other  business  claimed  a  share  of  it. 
As  no  new  evidence  or  facts,  he  repeated,  had 
come  to  light  in  support  of  the  bill,  he  could  not 
consent  to  take  it  up  again. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  for  re- 
consideration, it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Yxit — Meaars.  Burrill,  Dana,  Dickeraon,  Elliot, 
Hunter,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lan- 
man, Mellen,  Olia,  Parrott,  SanforJ,  Stokea,  Tichcnor, 
Tnmble,  Van  Dyke,  Williams  or  Mississippi — 17. 

Nats — Meaars.  Eaton,  Gaillard,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky,  Johnaon  of  I<ouisiana,  Leake.  Logan,  Lowrie, 
Macon,  Morril,  Palmer,  Pleasants,  Roberts,  Kuggles, 
Smith.  Thomaa,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Geo., 
Williams  of  Tennessee,  Wilson — 19. 


Monday,  April  3. 

Mr.^SANroRD,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  1820,"  reported  the  same  with 
amendments,  which  were  read. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
W.  Mullin  and  others,  *ilversmiths,  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  an  increase  of  duty  on  the 
importation  of  wrought  silver,  jewelry,  &c. ;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  M.  Chapron  and  others,  in  behalf  of  the 
French  emigrants  to  Alabama  engaged  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  vine  and  olive;  and  the  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  31st  ultimo,  for  certain  information 
of  the  money  annually  appropriated  and  paid  since 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  for  purchasing 
from  the  Indians,  surveying,  and  selling  the  public 
lands,  Ac,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  also  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  same  date,  for  information  of  money 
expended  in  each  year  since  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  in  holding  conferences  and  making 
treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes,  dec,  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  considej  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  authorizing  payment  to  be  made 
for  certain  muskets  impressed  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States,"  and  concurred  therein. 

Mr.  Wilson  presented  the  memorial  of  James 
Leander  Cathcart,  praying  the  liquidation,  by  law, 
of  his  claim  against  the  United  States  for  services 
rendered  ^  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition  of  Susannah 
Stewart,  stating  that  she  is  the  owner  of  certain 
certificates,  issued  by  the  New  England  Mississippi 


Land  Company,  which  she  deposited  in  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  supposed  in  conformity 
with  the  act  of  Congress  for  indemnifying  the 
claimants  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory, 

E raying  the  same  may  be  directed  to  be  returned  to 
er,  as  her  claim  was  rejected  ;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  ol  State, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Johnbon,  of  Louisiana,  gave  notice  that 
to-morrow  he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
regulate  the  fees  of  the  clerk  and  marshal  of  the 
district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  State  of 
Louisiana. 

Mr.  Edwards  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  establish  a 
land  district  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  north  of  the 
district  of  Shawneetown. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Anthony 
S.  Delisle,  Edward  B.  Dudley,  and  John  M.  Van 
Cleef,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They  have  also 
passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an 
act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  certain  per- 
sons engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  service  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  Revolutionary  war,'  passed 
the  18th  of  March.  1818  ;"  in  which  they  request 
the  concurrence  of^the  Senate. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  obtained  leave,  and 
agreeably  to  notice,  introduced  a  bill  to  appropriate 
apartments  in  the  new  custom-house  at  New  Or- 
leans, to  the  use  of  the  district  court  for  the  State 
of  Louisiana ;  which  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  communicated  to  the  Senate  a  document, 
containing  a  plan  (by  Lieutenant  Ramage,  of  the 
Navy)  for  the  defence  of  the  commerce  and  the 
protection  of  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  in 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  near  the  river  Mississippi; 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the 
punishment  of  crimes  against  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes  ;  to  revise  and  imbody  in 
one  act  various  penal  laws  of  the  United  States. 
The  bill,  consisting  of  thirty-three  printed  folio 
pages,  and  embracing  a  great  mass  of  detail,  was 
read  through,  and  some  progress  made  in  the  con- 
sideration of  its  provisions. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  resolution  submitted  by 
Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  on  the  28th  ultimo, 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  giving  to  the 
District  of  Columbia  a  Delegate  on  the  floor  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  Johnson  added  a  fpw  remarks  to  what 
he  had  said  in  support  of  his  motion  when  first 
submitted. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  briefly  stated  his  ob- 
jection to  the  motion,  founded  principally  on  the 
opinion  that  this  was  an  inquiry  whicn  it  was  pro- 

Kr,  from  motives  of  delicacy,  to  leave  to  the  other 
ouse,  as  a  Delegate,  if  authorized,  would  take  his 
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seat  there ;  that  the  people  of  the  District  had  not 
asked  of  Congress  this  privilege  ;  that  it  had  been 
giveo  to  territories  only  which  looked  forward  to 
become  independent  members  of  the  Union,  and 
might  sanction  or  give  color  to  an  impression  that 
Congress  contemplated  a  similar  result,  at  some 
time,  in  this  instance.       , 

Mr.  Johnson  replied,  to  obviate  the  objections 
of  Mr.  Kino,  and  enforce  his  reasons  in  favor  of  the 
motion  ;  after  which  the  resolution  was  agreed  to — 
ayes  15,  noes  14. 

PUBLIC  DEFAULTERS. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  providing  summary  process  for  the  recov- 
ery o(  debts  due  by  defaulters,  dec,  to  the  Govern- 
ment 

•According  to  the  intimation  given  by  Mr.  Bar- 
bour when  the  bill  was  last  under  consideration, 
he  offered  an  amendment  thereto  in  the  following 
words: 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  person 
•hoald  consider  himself  aggrieved  by  any  warrant 
issued  ander  this  act,  he  may  prefer  a  bill  of  com- 
plaint to  any  disirict  judge  of  the  United  States,  set- 
ting  forth  therein  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  injury 
of  which  he  complains ;  and  thereupon  the  judge  afore- 
said  may,  if  in  his  opinion  the  case  requires  it,  grant 
an  injunction  to  stay  proceedings  on  nuch  warrant 
altogether,  or  for  so  much  thereof  as  the  nature  of  the 
case  requires.  But  no  injunction  shall  issue  till  the 
party  applying  for  the  same  shall  give  bond  and  suffi- 
cient security,  conditioned  for  the  performance  of 
such  judgment  as  shall  be  awarded  against  the  com- 
plainant, in  sach  amount  as  the  judge  granting  the 
injunction  shall  prescribe.  Nor  shall  the  issuing  of 
such  injunction  in  any  manner  impair  the  lien  pro- 
duced by  the  issuing  of  such  warrant;  and  the  same 
proceedings  shall  be  had  on  such  injunction  as  in 
other  cases,  except  that  no  answer  shall  be  necessary 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States ;  and  if,  upon  dissolv- 
ing the  injunction,  it  shall  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  judge  who  shall  decide  upon  the  same,  that  the 
application  for  the  injunction  was  merely  for  delay,  in 
addition  to  the  lawful  interest  which  shall  be  assessed 
on  all  sums  which  may  be  found  due  against  the 
complainant,  the  said  judge  is  hereby  authorized  to 
add  such  damages  as  that,  with  the  lawful  interest,  it 
shall  not  exceed  the  rate  of  ten  per  centum  per  an- 
num oo  the  principal  sum. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  such  injunctions 
may  be  granted  or  dissolved  by  such  judge,  either  in 
or  out  of  court. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any  person  shall 
consider  himself  aggrieved  by  the  decision  of  such 
judge,  either  in  refusing  to  issue  the  injunction,  or, 
if  granted,  on  iU  dissolution,  it  shall  be  competent  for 
such  person  to  lay  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  had  be- 
fore the  district  judge,  before  a  judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  to  whom  authority  is  hereby  given  either  to 
grant  the  injunction,  or  permit  an  appeal,  m  the  case 
may  be,  if  in  the  opinion  of  such  judge  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  the  equity  of  the  case  requires  it.  And 
thereupon  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had  upon 
•uch  injunction  in  the  Circuit  Court  as  are  prescribed 
in  the  District  Court,  and  subject  to  the  same  condi- 
tion* in  all  respects  whatsoever. 

A  good  deal  of  debate  took  place  on  this  amend- 


Iment,  in  which  Messrs.  Barbour,  Walker,  of 
Georgia,  BurRiLL,  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  Otis, 
TicHENOR,  Mellen,  LANMAN,EATON,and  Smith, 
participated. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion,  the  amendment 
was  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burrill,  by 
adding  a  new  section,  providing  that  nothing  in 
the  act  should  be  construed  "to  take  away  or  im- 
pair any  right  or  remedy  which  the  United  States 
now  have  by  law  for  the  recovery  of  taxes,  debts, 
or  demands." 

Mr.  Barbour's  amendment  was  agreed  to — 
ayes  22. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  reported  to  the  Seri- 
ate, and  all  the  amendments  successively  con- 
curred in ;  but  the  vote  on  Mr.  Barbour's  amend- 
ment was  subsequently  reconsidered,  the  amend- 
ment ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the  bill  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  April  4. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  John  M.  Chapron  and  others,  in  be- 
half of  the  French  emigrants  to  Alabama,  engaged 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  and  olive,  reported  a 
bill,  supplementary  £o  an  act,  entitled  '"An  act  to 
set  apart  and  dispose  of  certain  public  lands  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  and 
olive ;"  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  granting  the  right  of 
pre-emption  to  actual  settlers  on  the  public  lands, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committeeon  the  Judiciary, 
'  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  further  to  extend 
the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States  ;  and,  also, 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  cause  the  laws  of  the  Michigan  Ter- 
ritory to  be  printed  and  distributed,''  reported  the 
same,  respectively,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the 
clerk  and  marshal  of  the  district  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  State  of  Louisiana  ;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Edwards  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  establish  a  land  district  in  the  State  of 
Illinois,  north  of  the  district  of  Shawneetown,  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  to  appropriate  a  room,  or  rooms,  in  the 
custom-house,  now  erecting  in  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  to  the  use  of  the  district  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  State  of  Louisiana,  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

The  bill  brought  up  yesterday  for  concurrence 
was  twice  read  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pension.s. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  the  bill 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Anthony  S. 
Delisle,  Edward  B.  Dudley,  and  John  M.  Van 
Cleef,"  and  concurred  therein. 
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Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
referred,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissioners  to  lay  out  the  road  and 
canals  therein  mentioned,  ana  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Fi- 
nance to  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
lupport  of  Governmdht  for  the  year  1820. 

These  amendments  were  principally  as  follows : 

For  the  purchase  of  books,  maps,  and  charts,  for  the 
Library  of  Congress,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  two  additional  clerks  in 
the  office  of  the  Treasurer,  during  the  present  year, 
one  thoussnd  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  salary  of  the  clerk  of  the  Attorney  General, 
expunge  the  words  "  eight  hundred  dollars,"  and  in- 
■ert  the  words  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  balances  due  to  certain  collec- 
tors of  the  old  internal  revenue,  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  an  agent  appointed  under  the  fifth  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  $4,444  44. 

For  the  purpose  of  negotiating  a  treaty  or  treaties 
with  the  Indians  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  for  the 
extinguishment  of  their  title  to  lands  in  that  State, 
twenty  thousand  dollars. 

That  amendment  proposing  to  strike  out  eight 
hundred  and  insert  one  thousand  dollars,  (the 
sum  originally  annexed  to  the  office  by  the  law 
creating  it,  and  always  since  given)  as  the  salary 
to  be  allowed  to  the  clerk  to  the  Attorney  General 
being  reached,  some  debate  arose.  The  discussion 
turned  on  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  duties  re- 
quiring the  assistance  of  a  clerk,  and  whether  such 
assistance  ought  to  be  provided  by  the  Government, 
rather  than  on  the  question,  between  the  two  sums 
named.  The  amendment  was  supported  by  Messrs. 
Sanpord,  Dana,  Macon,  and  Ruggles  ;  and  was 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Smith  and  Logan  ;  and  was 
finally  adopted — ayes  18,  noes  14. 

Theother  amendments  were  successively  agreed 
to — but  not  without  much  investigation  and  dis- 
cussion. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  made  an  unsuccess- 
ful motion  to  amend  the  bill,  by  inserting  an  ap- 
propriation of  five  hundred  dollars,  for  the  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  Attorney  CJeneral's  office,  (for 
a  messenger,  Ac.) — heretofore  for  some  time  al- 
lowed, but  omitted  this  year  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. 

Mr.  Roberts  moved  to  add  to  the  appropriation 
for  agencies  abroad,  for  distressed  American  sea- 
men, the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  with  the  view 
of  establishing  an  agency  at  Hamburg,  in  addition 
to  those  at  I^ondon  and  Paris. 

Mr.  R.  followed  his  motion  with  some  remarks 
to  show  the  necessity  of  such  an  agency  in  the 
north  of  Europe,  arising  from  the  great  extent  of 
our  trade  to  that  quarter  of  the  world,  and  the 
number  of  seamen  which  were,  consequently,  from 
their  habits,  and  other  causes,  left  destitute, unable 
to  get  home,  and  without  the  means  of  temporary 


subsistence ;  and  arguing  that  an  agency  in  the 
north  of  Europe  was  more  necessary  even  than 
one  in  Paris. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  was  opposed  to  the  mo- 
tion, unless  some  information  were  offered  to  show 
that  the  trade  to  Hamburg  was  of  sufficient  mag- 
nitude to  require  the  establishment  of  such  an 
agency  there.  If  it  were  necessary,  he  presumed, 
that  it  would  have  been  recommended  by  the  proper 
department.  It  was,  moreover,  the  duty  of  our 
Consuls  abroad  to  take  care  of^  destitute  seamen, 
and  provide  them  with  the  mt^ns  of  returning 
home.  , 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  was  not  aware  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  Consuls  to  take  care  of  distressed 
seamen,  when  the  duty  was  not  specially  commit- 
ted to  tnem  ;  and  he  doubted  if  such  were  the  facL 
Mr.  K.  was  of  opinion  that  an  agency  of  this  kind 
was  more  necessary  at  Hamburg,  or  some  other 
port  in  the  north  of^  Europe,  than  one  at  Paris,  or 
m  any  other  part  of  the  world,  except  England, 
and  if^ there  were  to  be  but  two,  he  should  say  they 
ought  to  be  at  London  and  Hamburg.  There  was 
an  agency  formerly  at  Amsterdam,  but  Hamburg 
was  a  more  convenient  and  eligible  position,  as 
well  in  relation  to  the  trade  to  Amsterdam,  as  to 
the  north  of  Europe.  He  was  not  in  favor  of  re- 
moving the  agency  from  Paris,  as  it  was  necessary 
there  for  various  reasons ;  but  if  there  was  to  be 
but  two,  he  repeated,  he  should  say,  let  them  be  at 
London  and  Hamburg. 

Mr.  Macon  did  not  conceive  that  there  was  at 
present  much  necessity  for  the  agency  at  Paris. 
There  was  now  such  a  difference  in  the  ports  of 
France,  between  the  vessels  of  America  and  Eng- 
land, in  favor  of  the  latter,  that  we  had  almost 
abandoned  the  trade  to  that  country ;  and  conse- 
quently there  could  remain  but  little  necessity  for 
the  agency  at  Paris  for  destitute  seamen.  Whether 
these  duties  would  be  met  by  corresponding  regu- 
lations on  our  part,  it  was  not  for  the  Senate  to 
determine — that  must  originate  elsewhere  ;  but  he 
was  willing  to  remove  the  agency  from  Paris  to 
Hamburg. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  was  still  of  the  opinion 
that  the  Senate  could  not  act  understandingly  or 
correctly  on  this  subject  without  more  information 
than  it  now  possessed  in  relation  to  it.  This  he 
was  confident  of,  however,  that  our  Consuls  abroad 
were  bound  to  look  after  seamen,  and  were  allowed 
a  compensation  for  services  of  that  kind  ;  whether 
the  allowance  was  sufficient  or  not,  he  could  not 
say.  If  called  on  to  decide  between  establishing 
an  agency  at  Paris  or  Hamburg,  he  would  not 
hesitate  to  give  it  to  the  latter  place,  but  he  was 
not  prepared  to  create  an  additional  ag:ency  with- 
out more  information  than  was  before  him.  There 
were  many  other  places  where  it  might  be  equally 
necessary — Trieste,  for  instance,  where  our  trade 
was  considerable  and  growing.  Our  Consuls,  he 
admitted,  were  often  poorly  paid;  but  it  arose 
generally  from  their  not  being  known,  and  not 
being  able  to  obtain  consignments  from  home. 

Mr.  Dana  suggested  that  it  would  be  better  to 
alter  the  amendment,  so  as  to  provide  for  an 
agency  at  Hamburg,  instead  of  Paris;  and  Mr. 
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Roberts,  concurring  in  the  suggestion,  modified 
lus  motion  accordingly;. 

Mr.  Oti8  opposed  this  shape  of  the  amendment, 
as  it  would  produce  much  confusion  and  uncer- 
tainty. He  was  in  favor  of  an  additional  agency ; 
not  of  abolishing  that  at  Paris. 

Mr.  Roberts,  upon  consideration,  thought  it 
better,  perhaps,  to  leave  the  appropriation  appli- 
cable to  the  three  places,  at  the  disicretion  of  the 
Executive,  as  the  agency  was  still  necessary  at 
Paris  for  claims,  if  not  for  seamen  ;  and  modified 
his  motion  accordingly. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  was  opposed  to  a  course 
which  would  diminish  the  compensation  of  the 
agent  at  ParL^  where  there  still  remained  a  large 
amount  of  claims  to  be  settled  on  account  of  spo- 
liations. That  agent  was  also  Consul  General 
for  France,  and  it  would  be  a  miserable  office,  de- 
{Mrived  of  the  salary  of  agent,  as  there  was  no  mer- 
cantile business  to  afford  it  any  emolument.  That 
officer  also  had  to  attend  to  the  business  carried 
up  to  Paris  from  the  various  ports  of  France.  Mr. 
K.  was  equally  opposed  to  reducing  the  compen- 
sation at  London.  He  knew  the  Consul  there, 
Colonel  Aspinwall;  he  was  an  officer  in  the  late 
war — a  brave  and  gallant  soldier — and  had  lost  a 
limb  in  fighting  the  battles  of  his  country.  That 
gentleman,  Mr.  K.  had  understood  from  good  au- 
thority, determining  to  live  within  his  means,  had 
subsisted  his  family,  in  London,  on  £500  sterling, 
being  all  that  he  could  possibly  derive  from  his 
emoluments  as  Consul  and  his  salary  as  agent  for 
seamen.  An  agency  had  formerly  been  considered 
necessary  at  Amsterdam,  and  Mr.  Bourne  was  ap- 
pointed with  a  salary  of  $2,000;  that  agency  had 
been  discontinued  as  the  trade  thither  decreased  ; 
but  Mr.  K.  was  confident  that  an  agency  was 
more  necessary  at  Hamburg  now  than  it  had  been 
at  Amsterdam,  and  more  so  than  at  any  other  port 
on  the  continent  of  Europe. 

Mr.  Roberts  was  not  aware,  when  he  offered 
his  amendment,  of  many  facts  which  had  been  dis- 
closed ;  and  the  information  as  well  as  the  opin- 
ions of  Mr.  Kino  were  entitled  to  much  consider- 
ation. Being  persuaded  that  the  amendment  was 
better  as  first  offered,  he  restored  it  to  its  original 
shape. 

Mr.  Parrott  was  certain  that  there  was  no 
sort  of  use  for  an  agency  for  seamen  at  Paris  at 
all,  and  could  see  no  necessity  for  any  appropria- 
tion for  that  object.  At  London  there  was  more 
utility  in  an  agency  than  in  all  Europe  besides ; 
various  causes  produced  this,  as  well  as  the  great 
extent  of  trade  to  England.  He  argued  that  there 
was  no  more  necessity  for  an  agency  at  Hamburg 
than  at  many  other  places,  and  he  would  not  con- 
sent to  appropriate  a  salary  for  an  agent  there  un- 
less nude  general  in  all  the  large  ports  of  Europe, 
which  he  presumed  the  Senate  was  not  prepared 
to  agree  to. 

Mr.  Macon  added  some  remarks  in  favor  of  the 
agency  at  Hamburg,  in  preference  to  retaining  it 
at  Paris,  where,  in  his  opinion,  the  office  was  of 
no  utility. 

Mr.  Smith  concurred  with  Mr.  Kino,  of  Ala- 
bama, in  believing  that  it  was  the  duty  of  our  Con- 


suls abroad  to  take  care  of  destitute  and  distrened 
seamen.  At  this  time,  when  all  Europe  was  at 
peace,  it  was  easy,  he  thought,  for  them  to  perform 
that  small  duty.  He  was  averse  to  making  this 
discrimination  in  favor  of  Hamburg,  as  he  saw  no 
good  reason  for  it,  and  had  no  information  which 
pointed  out  its  propriety.  This  duty  was  not  con- 
nded  to  the  Consul  in  London,  and  was  made  a 
special  agency  there,  because  of  the  great  number 

of  cases  which  required  attention  in  England 

the  difficulty  of  distinguishing  between  American 
and  native  seamen,  <tc.  Mr.  S.  was  opposed  to 
the  tfiidency  which  seemed  to  belong  to  all  Gov- 
ernments to  increase  the  number  of  offices  ;  be- 
cau.se  when  an  office  was  once  created,  it  was 
extremely  hard  to  abolish  it,  no  matter  how  use- 
less it  might  b<N;ome.  He  never  knew  an  officer 
who  agreed  that  his  office  was  unnecessary.  He 
could  not  asree  to  this  proposition  to  establish  an 
office  for  wnich  there  uid  not  appear  to  him  any 
sufficient  reason. 

On  the  subject  of  this  amendment,  Mr.  Bar- 
bour read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pinkney,  (now  in 
Baltimore,)  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Finance,  regretting  that  he  was  obliged  to  be  ab- 
sent, as  he  had  intended  to  bring  forward  this 
proposition  himself,  conceiving  it  highly  neces- 
sary, for  the  reasons  which  he  adverted  to,  and 
urging  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Wilson  thought  this  one  of  those  cases  in 
which  Congress  was  not  called  on  to  act  without 
a  specific  recommendation  from  the  Executive 
department,  notwithstanding  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Pinkney,  which  was,  from  his  personal  observa- 
tions in  the  north  of  Europe,  and  his  information, 
entitled  to  much  respect.  If  necessary,  however, 
the  Executive  would  be  sensible  of  the  fact,  and 
would  no  doubt  have  recommended  it.  But  Mr. 
W.  thought,  if  this  office  were  necessary,  it  had 
better  be  brought  forward  in  a  separate  bill,  than 
to  retard  the  general  appropriation  bill  by  insert- 
ing it  there,  as  a  great  many  persons  were  actuallj 
suffering  from  the  unu.sua]  delay  which  had  al- 
ready taken  place,  and  were  anxiously  waiting  the 
passage  of  the  bill. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment, 
the  Senate  was  equally  divided — yeas  17,  najs 
17— the  Presidf^nt  voting  in  the  affirmative,  tne 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  with 
the  amendments  adopted  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  question  being  stated  on  concurring  with 
the  Committee  in  Mr.  Roberts's  amendment  ap- 
propriating $2,000  for  an  agency  for  seamen  at 
Hamburg — 

Mr.  Barbour  spoke  at  some  length  against  the 
unnecessary  multiplication  of  offices.  If  this  prop- 
osition was  agreed  to,  he  viewed  it  as  the  entering 
wedge  to  the  creation  of  others  of  a  similar  kind; 
and  they  should  in  time  go  round  the  entire  circle 
of  foreign  intercourse,  and  establish  agencies  in  all 
the  ports  of  Europe.  If  the  Consuls  could  not  at- 
tend to  this  business,  let  the  consular  system  be 
reformed;  but  create  this  office,  and  others  would 
grow  out  of  it ;  Governments  never  receded— 4ike 


It  every  move- 


the  screw,  they  always  advanced 
ment  they  went  forward. 

Mr.  Dana  mentioned  the  reduction  of  the  late 
army,  the  disbandment  of  the  officers,  dtc,  to 
show  that  Governments  did  sometimes  go  back, 
and  consent  to  part  with  power. 

Mr.  Barbocb,  in  his  remarks,  had  in  view  civil 
offices.  When  the  war  ceased,  a  part  of  the  army 
became  unnecessary,  and  of  course  it  was  reducecl. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  again  remarked,  that 
if  there  was  a  point  in  Europe  besides  England 
where  an  agency  was  necessary,  it  was  in  the 
north  of  Europe.  A  great  number  of  seamen,  Mr. 
K.  said,  were  left  destitute  in  the  ports  of  that  part 
of  the  world ;  this  arose  frorrt  a  practice  too  com- 
mon with  American  captains,  and  was  a  reproach 
to  the  country  of  dismissing  their  men  in  the  north 
of  Europe,  and  employing  Swedish  or  Danish  sea- 
men, who  were  good  sailors  and  cheaper  than  our 
own.  This  practice  produced  numerous  cases  of 
distress,  and  there  was  no  place  perhaps  better  sit- 
uated than  Hamburg  for  anording  relief  and  send- 
ing those  people  home.  In  reply  to  an  observa- 
tion of  Mr.  Barbour,  that  Grovemments  never 
went  back,  Mr.  K.  adverted  to  the  repeal  of  the 
taxes,  &.C.,  to  show  that  the  remark  was  not  al- 
ways true,  and  that  Governments  parted  with 
power  and  abandoned  offices  sometimes  perhaps 
even  with  too  much  alacrity,  &.c. 

Mr.  Smith  was  of  opinion  that  if  this  agency 
was  requisite  in  the  nortn  of  Europe,  the  Elxecu- 
tivc  would  certainly  be  aware  of  it,  and  would 
have  recommended  it  to  Congress ;  but  this  was 
not  the  case,  and  the  Senate  were  without  infor- 
mation on  the  subject.  He  spoke  at  some  length 
to  show  that  the  cases  of  distress  could  not  exist 
on  the  Continent  to  the  extent  asserted,  and  that, 
from  dissimilarity  of  language,  dec,  tnere  would 
be  no  difficulty  of  ascertaining  them,  by  the  Con-  ' 
suls ;  that  there  was  also  less  liability  of  imposi-  I 
tion,  or  of  th«r  desertion  by  their  captains,  dec.      i 

Mr.  Parrott  obeerved  that  the  information  of  i 
Mr.  Kino  respecting  the  seamen  of  the  north  of  I 
Europe,  and  the  practice  of  American  captains, 
was  new  to  him.  He  had  had  much  experience 
in  commerce,  and  many  opportunities  of  obeerv- 
ing ;  but  that  which  had  been  stated  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  had  never  come  within 
his  knowledge.  He  was  willing  to  take  up  the 
subject  of  Consuls,  and  make  tnem  a  compensa- 
tion for  attending  to  distressed  seamen  ;  but  could 
not  consent  to  make  an  invidious  distinction  be- 
tween the  Consul  of  Hamburgh  and  other  ports. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  with 
the  Committee  in  the  amendment,  and  negatived. 

TREATY  OF  GHENT. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  after  some  intro- 
ductory remarks  to  show  the  propriety  of  continu- 
ing the  office  of  agent  of  the  commissioners  under 
the  Treaty  of  Ghent  for  running  the  upper,  or 
Northwest  line^  Twhich  office  of  agent,  lately  filled 
by  Colonel  Hawidns,  k  now  vacant,  and  no  indi- 
cation of  an  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Executive 
of  filling  it)  and  to  show  that,  by  the  terms  of  the 
treaty,  if  the  salary  be  not  paid  to  an  American 


agent,  the  Government  would  have  to  pay  half  the 
salary  of  the  British  agent,  dec, — moved  to  in- 
sert an  appropriation  of  $4,444  44,  (the  salary 
heretofore  given  but  omitted  by  the  other  House, 
in  consequence  of  the  vacancy  of  the  office,)  as  a 
salary  for  the  agency  referred  to. 

This  nroposition  was  supported  by  the  mover, 
and  by  Mr.  Barbour  and  Mr.  PabhotT,  on  the 
ground  chiefly,  by  the  latter^  that  if  the  business 
was  kept  on  its  present  footing,  this  agent  ought 
to  be  appointed^  though  he  thought  the  whole  ex- 
pense of  agencies  ought  to  be  abolished';  that  if, 
as  was  said,  the  terms  of  the  treaty  required  all  ex- 
penses of  agents,  &c.,  be  equally  borne,  devolved 
on  this  Government  to  pay  half  the  salary  of  the 
British  agents,  unless  we  kept  one  in  service,  he 
would  prefer  paying  the  amount  to  an  American 
citizen  rather  than  to  a  British  officer;  that  it  was 
as  necessary  as  the  agency  on  the  lower  line,  &c. 
The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Kino, 
of  New  York,  Dickerson,  Kino,  of  Alabama, 
Sanforu,  Dana.  Wilson,  and  Tichenor — prin- 
cipally because  tne  upper  line  was  so  far  complet- 
ed as  to  rendw  it  unnecessary;  that  the  conditions 
of  the  treaty  did  not  make  it  necessary  for  the 
American  Government  to  pay  any  part  of  the 
salary  of  the  British  agent,  as  the  expenses  to  be 
borne  in  common  related  to  surveying,  Ac;  and 
that  this  Grovernment  was  free,  as  the  other  was, 
to  employ  any  number  of  agents,  or  none ;  that 
the  House  of  Representatives  had  stricken  out  the 
appropriation  as  unnecessary,  for  reasons  which 
were  doubtless  good  ;  that,  as  the  Executive  had 
not  filled  the  vacant  office,  it  was  fair  to  presume 
that  he  deemed  it  unnecessary,  Ac. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion,  many  opinions 
were  expressed  on  the  subject  generally,  and  several 
facts  mentioned,  not  connected  with,  or  bearing 
on  the  immediate  question.  An  opinion  was  strong- 
ly expressed  by  several  gentlemen,  that  the  time 
and  Expense  Jilready  consumed  were  both  much 
greater  than  was  expected  by  the  public  ;  that  the 
expense  was  so  enormous  as  even  to  rouse  the  at- 
tention of  the  English  Government;  that  a  mode 
of  survey  of  the  upper  line  had  been  adopted,  al- 
together unaccountable,  inasmuch  as  great  pains 
and  much  time  had  been  taken  in  surveying  the 
shores  of  the  lake,  &c.,  to  ascertain  their  exact 
middle  line,  which,  after  it  was  ascertained,  there 
was  no  possibility  of  marking.  That  there  was 
great  difierence  of  opinion  as  to  the  true  line  on 
the  Northeast — the  American  surveyors  making  it 
approach  within  twenty  miles  of  the  St.  Lawrence, 
and  a  belief  that  it  would,  by  the  conditions  of  the 
treaty,  reach  a  point  one  degree  north  of  Qjuebec, 
thus  almost  cutting  off  the  communication  between 
the  British  provinces  of  Canada  and  New  Brtui»- 
wick.  That  the  difference  would  have,  according 
to  the  treaty  stipulation,  to  be  referred  to  the  arbi- 
tration of  a  third  Power,  &c.  That  the  great  im- 
portance of  the  line  on  the  Northeast,  rendered 
an  agent  necessary  thfre,  though  not  on  the  upper 
line,  dec. 

Mr.  Johnson's  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

The  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed. 
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Wednesday,  April  5. 

Mr.  Stokes,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Joseph  Timberlake,  deputy  postmaster 
at  Fredericksbarg,  in  Virginia,  made  a  report,  ac- 
companied by  a  resolutioHj  that  it  is  inexpedient  to 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner.  The  report  and 
resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth 
Braden,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  DicKERSON.  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  to-^Sange  the  port  of  entry  for  the  district 
of  Teche.  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  reported  the 
same  witaout  amendment. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the  clerk  and 
marshal  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  State  of  Louisiana,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  land  district  in  the  State 
of  Illinois,  north  of  the  district  of  Shawneetown, 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  certain  pflblic  lands 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  cultivation  of  the 
vine  and  olive,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  presented  the  memorial 
of  Nathaniel  Cutting,  praying  a  further  allowance 
of  compensation  as  Secretary  of  Legation  to  the 
Barbarv  Powers  j  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referrea  to  the  Committee  of  Clainis. 

Mr.  Leake,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  who  were  "  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  for  the  abolition  of  the 
svstem  of  Indian  trade  established  by  the  law  of 
tne  2d  of  March,  1811,  which  has  been  continued 
in  force  until  the  3d  of  March,  1821,  and  for  the 
disposition  of  the  goods  and  property  of  the  United 
States;  and  for  the  payment  of  the  proceeds  thereof, 
and  of  the  funds  vested  in  this  trade  into  the  Trea- 
sury," made  a  report,  accompanied  by  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 

>  Re»olvedj  That  it  ia  inexpedient  to  aboliah  the  pres- 
ent ayatem  of  Indian  trade,  aa  it  ia  now  established 
by  law. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Leake,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  the  17tn  ultimo,  on  the  subject  of 
an  appropriation  for  holding  a  treaty  with  the 
CreeK  and  Cherokee  Indians,  made  a  report,  which 
was  read. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Tench 
Francis  was  considered,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  to 
whom  the  claim  of  John  H.  Piatt  had  been  referred, 
made  a  detailed  report  of  the  facts  of  the  case. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  making  appro- 
j^iations  for  the  centre  building  of  the  Capitol, 
was  uken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 


being  amended  by  inserting  an  appropriation  of 
two  thousand  four  hundred  dollars  for  alterations 
in  the  Seuate  Chamber,  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading;  subsequently  read  a  third  time,  passed, 
and  returned  to  the  other  House. 

The  civil  appropriation  bill  was  also  read  a  third 
time,  as  amended,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence  in  the  amend- 
ments. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  more  effectually  to 
provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimee 
against  the  United  States,  ^consolidating  the  penal 
acts  of  the  the  Union;)  wnen,  on  motion  ot  Mr. 
Wilson,  made  on  the  ground  that  there  was  not 
at  this  session  time'  enough  to  spare  for  properly 
consideriDg  the  numerous  provisions  of  this  long 
bill,  it  was  postponed  to  a  day  beyond  the  session, 
without  objection. 

PUBLIC  DEFAULTERS.  ^    "' 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  ^providing  summary  process  for  the 
recovery  of  debts  due  by  defaulters,  &c.,) — Mr. 
Barbour^s  amendment,  heretofore  stated  at  large, 
being  still  under  consideration. 

Considerable  discussion  of  thisamendment  again 
took  place ;  and  the  proposition  was  finally  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  ultimately  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time,  by  the  following  vote : 

Ykas — Meaars.  Barbour,  Burrill,  Dickersoo,  Elliot, 
Gaillard,  King  of  New  York,  Leake,  Logan,  Lowrie, 
Macon,  Morril,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Pleaaanta, 
Roberts,  Sanford,  Smith,  Stokes,  Taylor,  Thomaa, 
Tichenor,  Trimble,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of 
Georgia,  Williams  of  Misaiasippi,  Williams  of  Tennea- 
see,  and  Wilson— 28. 

Nats — Messrs.  Dana,  Eaton,  Edwarda,  Hunter, 
Lanman,  Mellen,  Otis,  and  Rugglea — 8. 


Thursday,  April  6. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee, 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  who  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  passing 
a  law  for  the  liquidation  of  the  accounts  of  Colo- 
nel William  Duane,  and  for  allowing  him  a  com- 
pensation for  his  services  and  expenses  in  the 
publication  of  his  military  works,  under  the  direc- 
tion and  patronage  of  the  War  Department,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject^  and  the  documents  in  relation  thereto  were 
transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Matthew 
Lyon,  made  a  report,,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Matthew  Lyon,  and  the  report  and 
bill  were  read,  and  the  bill  pas&ed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Hunter,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  the  subject  was  re- 
ferred, reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  General 
Convention  of  the  Baptist  denomination  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  for  evangelical  and  literary 
purposes,  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  DicKBBSON  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
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bring  in  a  bill  to  coDtinue  in  force  "An  act  to  pro- 
tect the  comooerce  of  the  United  States,  and  pun- 
ish the  crime  of  piracy,"  and,  also,  to  make  further 
provision  for  punishing  the  crime  of  piracy ;  and 
the  bill  was  twice  read,  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Noble,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
John  Dougherty,  and  also  the  petition  of  James 
Hayes,  were  discharged  from  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  respectively,  and  the  petitioners  had 
leave  to  withdraw  their  papers;  and  they  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  peti- 
tion of  George  Waters,  the  petitioner  having  ob- 
tained his  pension. 

Mr.  Sanpord,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  appropriate  a 
room  or  rooms  in  the  custom-house,  now  erecting 
in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  to  the  use  of  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  for  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wilson,  Cornelius  Schoon- 
maker  and  Peter  Marius  Groen  had  leave  to  with- 
draw their  petition  and  papers. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners to  lay  out  the  road  and  canals  therein 
mentioned,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  George  Love, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  grant- 
ed.    The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in  the 
first,  second,  third,  sixth,  and  seventh,  of  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Government  for  the  year  1820."  They 
disagree  to  the  fourth,  fifth,  and  eighth,  of  the 
said  amendments.  They  disagree  to  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  military 
■ervice  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1820." 
They  have  passed  the  bill  which  originated  in  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
persons  who  have  paid  duties  on  certain  goods 
imported  into  Castine,"  with  amendments,  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office, 
unfavorable  to  the  [petition  of  Joseph  Timberlake, 
was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Morril  submitted  a  resolution  directing  an 
inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  an  earlier  meeting 
of  the  next  session  of  Congress  than  the  day  fixed 
by  the  Constitution. 

The  engrossed  bill  providing  for  the  better  or- 
ganization of  the  Treasury  Department  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled. 

After  some  further  debate,  in  which  Mr.  Bar- 
bour and  Mr.  Eaton  principally  engaged — 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  and,  on  a  division,  the  vote  was — For  the 
bill,  19;  against  it,  9. 

So  the  bill  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  concurrence. 

The  engrossed   bill   for    the  relief  of    Tench 
16th  CoN.  1st  Sess— 19 


Francis  was  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  lent 
to  the  other  House  for  concurrence. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  establish  an  additional  circuit  court,  to 
comprise  the  States  of  Tennessee  and  Alabama. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  for 
the  reasons  heretofore  stated,  the  bill  was  so  amend- 
ed as  to  embrace  Tennessee  alone,  (leaving  to  Ala- 
bama a  district  court  at  present,  but  with  an  im- 
derstanding  that  hereafter,  when  the  immense 
mass  of  litigation  in  Tennessee  shall  hare  been 
disposed  of,  and  the  business  of  Alabama  require 
it,  this  court  will  be  extended  to  the  latter  State.) 

Thus  amended,  the  biU  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

WEST  INDIA  TR.\DE. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  "  act  concerning 
navigation,"  (reported  by  the  Committeeon  Foreign 
Relations  on  the  30th  ult.  in  pursuance  of  the  res- 
olution adopted  on  the  14th  ult.  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  King,  of  New  York.)     The  bill  is  as  follows : 

Be  it  enacted,  4-c.,  That,  from  and  after  the day 

,  all  and  every  of  the  provisions  and  regulations  of 

the  act  of  Congreaa  passed  on  the  18lh  day  of  April, 
1818,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  navigation,"  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby  extended  and  made  applica- 
ble to  the  islands  of  Cape  Breton,  8t.  John'a,  New> 
fbundland.  and  their  dependencies,  to  the  Bermnda 
Islands,  the  Bahama  Islands,  the  islands  called  Caicoa, 
and  to  all  other  colonies,  plantations,  islands,  and  poa- 
seaaions,  belonging  to  or  under  the  dominion  of  Great 
Britain,  in  the  West  Indies,  on  the  continent  of  Amer> 
ica,  south  of  the  20th  degree  of  north  latitude ;  and 
all  and  each  of  the  enactments  and  provisions  of  said 
act  shall  be  construed  as  extending  to,  and  as  applying 
to,  all  and  every  of  the  possessions,  colonies,  places, 
and  islands,  above  mentioned. 

Sac  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and 
after  the day  of ,  no  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, shall  be  imported  into  the  United  States  of 
America  from  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  the  prov- 
ince of  New  Brunswick,  the  islands  of  Cape  Breton, 
8l  John's,  Newfoundland,  or  their  respective  dependen- 
cias,  from  the  Bermuda  lalanda,  the  Bahama  Islands, 
the  islands  called  Caicoa,  or  either  or  any  of  the  afore- 
said poaaessions,  islanda,  or  placea,  or  from  any  other 
province,  possession,  plantation,  island,  or  place,  under 
the  dominion  of  Great  Britain  in  the  West  Indiea,  or 
on  the  continent  of  America,  aouth  of  the  20th  degree 
of  north  latitude,  except  only  such  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  as  are  truly  and  wholly  of  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture,  of  the  province,  colony,  plan- 
tation, ialand,  posaeaaion,  or  place,  aforesaid,  where 
the  same  shall  be  laden,  and  from  whence  such  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  directly  imported  into 
the  United  States  ;  and  ail  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
diae,  imported,  or  attempted  to  be  imported,  into  the 
United  States  of  America,  contrary  to  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  together  with  the  vessel  on  board  of  which 
the  same  shall  be  laden,  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  furni- 
tare,  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  United  Sutea. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  penaltiet 
and  forfeitures  incurred  by  force  of  this  act,  shall  be 
sued  for,  recovered,  distributed,  and  accounted  for,  and 
may  be  remitted  or  mitigated  in  the  manner  and  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  the  revenue  laws  of  the 
United  States. 
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Mr.  Brown,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  !  result^,  aqd  resort  to  it  only  after  baring  deter- 
Foreign  Relations,  submitted  to  the  Senate  the  mined  to  persevere  till  the  object  should  be  effect- 
riews  of  the  committee  in  reporting  the  bill,  and  !  ed,  whatever  might  be  the  sacrifice  that  attended 
the  considerations  generally  wnich,  in  his  opinion,  |  it.  That,  were  they  to  commence,  and,  upon  the 
required  its  enactment.  •  '  first  remonstrance  from  some  insulated  interest,  to 

Messrs.  Kino  of  New  York,  Macon,  Barbocr,  '  recede,  they  would  forever  bar  the  door  against  the 
0t!8,  and  Parrott,  respectively  otfered  their  rea-  hope  of  remedy,  and  Mibject  themselves  and  their 
sons  in  favor  of  the  bill.  The  last  named  gentle-  country  to  deserved  reproach.  That  n  character 
man  was  friendly  to  the  object  of  the  bill,  but  think-  for  consistency,  firmness,  and  perseverance,  inde- 
ing  that  it  does  not  go  far  enough,  and  to  obtain  \  pendently  of  its  intrinsic  worth,  was  of  vast  im- 
time  further  to  examine  its  provisions,  moved  its  portance  in  our  intercourse  with  the  nations  of  the 
postimnement  until  to-morrow.  i  earth,  and  should  never  be  abandoned  except  in  an 

Mr.  James  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  said :  I  owe  extremity  so  great  as  to  cancel  the  ordinary  rules 
to  the  Senate  an  apology  for  presenting  myself  in  |  of  action.  The  decision  in  both  branches,  after 
a  discussion  commenced  and  carried  on  at  a  time  this  solemn  appeal,  was  almost  unanimous.  To 
when  I  was  unavoidably  absent.  I  offer  it  with  a  that  unanimity  we  looked  for  the  success  of  our 
riew  to  the  forgiveness  of  the  Senate,  if  I  should  j  measure.  The  nation  was  equally  unanimous,  for 
unknowingly  repeat  arguments  already  used.  The  the  voice  of  disapprobation  was  not  heard.  Should 
importanceof  the  subject,  and  the  particular  agency  we  now  recede,  after  the  solemn  pledge  thus  given, 
I  had  in  presenting  tne  law  of  1818,  will  not  per- 1  I  may  say  by  the  nation,  in  two  short  years,  with 
mit  me  to  be  silent.     I  will  not  now  repeat  the  re-    what  confidence  could  we  calculate  hereafter  on 


marks  then  used.     Many  of  my  hearers  were  then 

E resent.     The  facts  and  arguments  then  employed 
ave  also  been  placed  before  the  public.     It  is  suf- 


any  measure  of  a  similar  character  ?  It  would  not 
only  be  fatal  to  our  views  upon  this  particular  sub- 
ject, but  upon  all  others,  whose  success  depended 


ficient  to  say,  that  the  course  then  pursued,  in  con-  ;  on  constancy.  It  would  be  a  reproach  to  repub- 
formity  to  tne  strong  recommendation  of  the  three  |  lican  government  itself.  Sir,  we  agreed  not  only 
preceding  Presidents,  was  a  part  of  that  settled  '  to  adhere  to  a  measure  commenced  under  the  fa- 
policy  by  which  this  country  will  in  future  be  in- ;  vorable  auspices  of  universal  consent,  but  to  pursue 
variably  governed,  namely,  equality  and  recipro- '  it  in  every  form  and  to  any  extremity  that  its  suc- 
city  among  all  nations.  When  the  law  of  1818  cess  made  necessary ;  ana,  particularly,  to  repel, 
was  under  discusion,  its  expediency  was  enforced  j  by  new  regulatiun.s,  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  our 
by  a  full  exposure  of  all  the  facts  which  could  |  adversary  to  elude  our  retaliatory  measure.  Will 
throw  light  upon  the  subject;  and  which  but  too  ;  an  American  Senate  be  the  first  to  become  rccre- 
palpably  displayed  the  injurious  consequences  to  ,  ant  ?  What  do  you  attempt?  Equality  and  ius- 
the  great  interest  of  the  United  States,  resulting  ;  tice.  What  your  adversary  ?  Monopoly.  Shall 
from  the  selfish  policy  of  Great  Britain,  to  coun-  I  we  have  less  constancy  in  contending  for  our  rights 
teract  which  was  the  object  of  that  law.  A  policy  ;  than  our  rival  for  what  is  not  right,  because  une- 
by  which  she  monopolized  to  herself  the  exclusive  !  qual?  Your  measures  have  been  neutralized,  in 
navigation  between  her  islands  and  the  United  '  part,  by  the  regulations  of  Great  Britain.     The 


States;  an  inequality  to  which  no  nation  could 
any  longer  submit.  We  had  also  before  us  the  re- 
peated unsuccessful  attempts  at  negotiation  be- 
tween the  two  Governments.     This  correspond- 


bill  now  proposed  will  guard  us  against  the  effect 
of  these  regulations.  Our  interest,  our  honor,  re- 
quire that  we  should  advance.  Sir,  I  have  on  fre- 
quent occasions  declared  my  sentiments  upon  the 


ence  evinced  a  settled  purpose  on  the  part  of  Great  policy  that  it  became  the  United  States  to  adppt  in 
Britain  not  to  yield  the  advantages  of  this  mo-  its  intercourse  with  all  nations.  It  should  bl  sim- 
nopoly,  so  long  as  she  could  enjoy  it,  without  some  pie  and  uniform,  applicable  alike  to  great  and 
stronger  measure  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  !  small,  powerful  and  weak ;  it  is  expressed  in  one 
than  entreaty  or  complaint.  The  question  which  word — equality.  Hence,  on  all  occasions  I  have 
forcibly  addressed  itself  to  us  was,  shall  we  fold  ,  given  my  feeble  support  to  every  treaty  and  law 
our  arms  together  and  patiently  submit  to  a  mea-  having  this  principle  for  its  basis.  Take  your 
sure  as  injurious  as  it  was  unequal ;  aggravated,  ground,  and  proclaim  it  to  the  world  ;  present  your 
too,  by  its  invidiousness,  for  its  operation  is  exclu-  alternatives — intercourse  with  equality,  or  none 
sively  confined  to  the  United  States.     The  una-    at  all. 

nimity  that  prevailed  in  the  Senate,  as  to  the  pro- 1  Instead  of  the  endless  note  of  a  diplomatist,  pro- 
priety of  efficient  measures  of  retaliation,  was  |  sent  this  laconic  one — Are  you  willing  to  treat  on 
almost  without  a  parallel — only  two  dissenting  terms  reciprocally  equal  ?  Let  the  answer — yea. 
voices  appearing  against  the  passage  of  the  law,  >  or  nay — be  required ;  if  the  former  be  given,  all 
and  they  objecting  to  the  mode,  and  not  to  the  difficulty  is  at  once  obviated ;  if  the  latter,  close 
principle.  I  beg  leave,  most  emphatically,  to  re-  your  correspondence,  recall  your  ambassador,  and 
call  to  the  recollection  of  the  Senate  a  view  then  :  do  yourselves  justice  by  your  own  measure.*.    Can 


taken  by  the  advocates  of  the  bill.  It  was,  that 
whatever  might  be  the  opinion  of  the  Senate 
as  to  the  injurious  consequences  of  the  measures  of 
Great  Britain,  or  however  it  might  excite  their 
feelings,  that,  before  they  commenced  a  system  of 
retaliation,  they  should  weigh  well  the  probable 


America  reconcile  it  to  nerself  to  hold  an  inter- 
course with  any  nation  by  which  her  character  is 
to  be  abused  ?  Although  I  will  not  repeat  the  va- 
rious arguments  employed  on  a  former  occasion  to 
show  the  expediency  of  the  policy  we  have  adopt- 
ed, yet,  with  the  permission  of  the  Senate,  I  will 
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suggest  a  few  of  the  considerations  that  are  enti- 
tled, in  ray  estimation,  to  great  weight. 

This  measure,  viewed  as  a  detached  one,  may 
be  exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  ship-owners ;  but, 
when  we  reflect  upon  it  in  its  general  consequen- 
ces, it  acquires  the  highest  degree  of  national  im- 
portance, from  its  connexion  with  the  prosperity 
of  the  Navy.  The  Navy  of  the  United  Stated, 
Mr.  President,  by  a  series  of  valorous  deeds,  con- 
quered the  prejudices  against  it.  The  last  war 
gave  proofs,  strong  and  irresistible,  that  its  growth 
was  indissolubly  connected,  as  well  with  our  de- 
fence as  glory.  All  the  theories,  all  the  gloomy 
prophecies  of^  its  adversaries,  yielded  to  its  victo- 
ries; and,  while  disaster  or  disgrace  overwhelmed 
your  armies,  glory  perched  on  your  naval  flag,  and 
filled  the  earth  with  its  renown.  The  murmurs  of 
hostility  were  instantly  changed  for  hosannas  of 
applause,  and  all  united«n  advocating  its  increase. 
Sir,  how  is  that  policy  to  be  realized?  Not  by 
appropriating  millions  to  the  building  of  ships,  but 
by  an  active  commercial  marine.  To  what  do 
you  owe  your  success  in  the  last  war — to  the  size, 
the  structure,  or  the  superior  number  of  your  ves- 
sels? No,  sir;  under  Providence,  to  the  hardy, 
brave,  and  experienced  sailors,  voluntarily  enter- 
ing your  service.  From  whence  are  you  to  draw 
your  future  crews,  if  you  suffer  other  nations  to 
monopolize  that  share  of  maritime  transportation 
to  which  you  are  justly  entitled?  Ships  without 
sailors  are  built  only  for  en<?mies.  Sailors  without 
navigation  cannot  exist.  Guard,  then,  with  cease- 
les.s  vigilance,  this  nursery  of  your  safety  and  your 
fame.  Or  retrace  your  policy :  sell  your  ships 
before  they  are  taken,  to  the  highest  bidder ;  recall 
the  millions  which  have  been  appropriated  to  the 
increase  of  the  Navy,  but  not  yet  expended  ;  aban- 
don the  ocean,  where,  without  a  navy,  you  can 
appear  only  to  be  insulted  and  oppressed.  Is  there 
a  voice  in  or  out  of  Congress  in  favor  of  this  latter 
course  1  Great  Britain  sacrifices  without  scruple 
her  commerce  to  her  navigation.  She  is  not  scru- 
pulous as  to  her  means ;  lawful  or  unlawful,  the 
end  must  be  obtained.  Will  America  tamely  sur- 
render, and  without  a  struggle,  those  means  which 
she  lawfully  may  employ — and  to  whom?  To 
the  very  Power  against  whom  prudence  and  expe- 
rience teach  OS  to  guard ! 

There  is  one  view  of  this  subject  which  I  am 
anxious  to  press  on  the  Senate.  We  have  heard, 
during  the  present  session,  the  harsh  and  discord- 
ant sound  of  disunion  ;  we  have  been  told  that 
there  exist  separate  views,  interests,  and  feelings. 
A  geographical  line  has  been  attempted  to  be  set 
up.  What  a  fine  occasion  does  this  present  to 
silence  thwe  unhallowed  insinuations !  The  South 
and  the  North,  the  East  and  the  West,  uniting  in 
a  great  measure  of  policy — particularly,  indeed, 
beneficial  to  one  quarter  of  the  Union,  but  cheer- 
fully subrained  to  by  the  others — in  furtherance  of 
a  national  benefit.  We  will  not  permit  any  occa- 
sion of  this  kind  to  pass  by  without  disproving 
these  sectional  aspersions.  We  will  cheerfully 
meet  the  sacrifice,  if  any  should  ensue,  and  find  our 
indemnity  in  the  proud  reflection  that  the  interests 
of  the  whoU  constitute  the  popularity  of  all  our 


movements.  To  the  Navy  I  look,  sir,  as  a  great 
bond  of  union.  You  may  divide  territories;  you 
may  claim  a  sectional  share  in  victories  by  land; 
but  a  naval  victory  is,  from  its  nature,  indivisible. 
We  may  be  told  of  Bunker's  Hill,  or  Bennington, 
or  Saratoga,  on  the  one  hand  ;  on  the  other,  of  the 
Cowpens,  or  Guilford,  or  New  York,  or  New 
Orleans;  but  a  naval  victory,  broad  as  the  element 
on  which  it  is  achieved,  diffuses  equal  joy  and 
enthusiasm  throughout  the  boundless  territories  of 
the  Republic. 

But  this  is  not  all.  Look  to  our  extensive  coasts ; 
has  not  nature  herself  prescribed  the  policy  we 
should  pursue?  Every  moral  consideration  rati- 
fies it.  In  this  mighty  shield  of  protection  we  are 
to  find  our  safety.  Standing  armies  become  use- 
less. That  terrible  instrument  in  the  hands  of 
power,  by  which  the  earth  has  been  enslaved,  will 
be  rendered  useless  here;  at  best  thfy  can  be  used 
only  for  defence,  while  a  navy  asserts  our  rights  or 
chastises  their  aggression  wherever  winds  blow 
and  oceans  roll. 

These  are  a  few  of  the  reasons  which  may  be 
urged  in  favor  of  the  policy  adopted  by  the  United 
States,  as  it  connects  itself  with  the  interesting 
question  of  our  power  and  the  duration  of  our  Re- 
publican institutions ;  I  will  conclude  by  adding  a 
few  of  a  purely  commercial  character.     It  may  be 
urged,  perhaps,  that  the  effects  will  be  injurious  to 
our  commerce.     It   is  not  to   be  disguised  that, 
though  navigation  and  commerce  are  generally 
handmaids,  and  essential  to  each  other,  yet  there 
is  sometimes  a  collision  between  them.     In  such  a 
case  it  behooves  a  maritime  Power  to  adopt  a  mid- 
dle course,  so  as  not  to  throw  the  burden  exclu- 
sively on  either.     If,  therefore,  it  were  true  that 
our  commercial  interests  would  be  partially  affected 
by  this  policy,  it  would  by  no  means  prove  that 
the  measure  would  be  unwise.     But,  I  ask,  how 
are  we  to  be  injuriously  affected  in  our  commer- 
cial interests  ?     Will  it  diminish  the  consumption 
of  our  supplies  ?     I  answer  in  the  negative.     The 
nature  of^tne  supplies  is  such  that  the  islands  must 
procure  them  from  the  United  States.    They  can- 
not be  procured  elsewhere.     Any  assertion  to  the 
contrary  is  idle.     We  must  supply  them  with  pro- 
visions and  lumber.     If  it  be  asked  how  are  they 
to  be  procured,  the  answer  is  easy.     From  some 
neighboring  island  of  another  Power  (and  there 
are  many  such)  to  which  we  have  access,  and 
where  the  supplies  wanting  will  be  carried  by 
American  shipping.     Or,  if^not  by  this  route,  by 
the  circuitous  one  of  the  mother  country,  as  is  said 
by  some.     Though,  for  my  part,  I  cannot  believe 
that  much  will  be  done  in  that  way,  except  under 
peculiar  circumstances  of  a  return  cargo,  whose 
price  of  transportation  will  scarcely  exceed  the  di- 
rect voyage.     But,  be  this  as  it  may,  it  shows 
clearly  that  these  supplies  must  be  drawn  from  the 
United  States,  either  directly  or  circuitously.     If, 
then,  it  be  true  that  the  quantity  of  our  supplies 
consumed  in  the  British  West  India  islands  is  not 
diminished,  the  next  question  which  presents  itself 
is,  does  this  policy  reduce  the  price  ?     1  again  an- 
swer no.    The  increased  price  of  transportation 
falls  on  the  consumer.     Is  any  man  in  the  nation 
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ignorant  enough  to  carry  to  the  account  of  this 
measure  the  present  reduced  prices  of  aome  of  our 
staple  commodities  ?     If  there  be,  let  him  be  told 
that  they  are  ascribable  to  other  causes.     Take  i 
flour,  by  way  of  illustration.     Some  years  past  the  j 

Sice  of  that  article  was  excessive ;  and  why  ?  ; 
urope  was  every  where  overrun  with  prodigious  | 
armies ;  her  harvests  blasted,  and  her  currency  de-  ' 
predated,  and   hence  an   extravagant   price    fori 
breadstufis.     Now  these  armies  are  dissipated,  the  j 
sword  has  been  converted  into  the  ploughshare, 
their  crops  have  been  abundant  and  adequate  to 
their  demands,  their  currency  improved.    We  have 
an  excess  of  supplies  far  beyond  the  demand,  and 
hence  the  present  reduced  price.     And  I  therefore 
conclude  tnat  neither  the  quantity  nor  the  price  of 


our  supplies  are  a  flee  ted  by  this  measure,  or. 


if 


afiect^  at  all,  too  partially  to  justify  us  in  the  sur-  | 
render  of  an  interest  of  such  vital  importance  as  • 
that  whose  protection  is  attempted  by  llie  question  j 
under  consideration. 

One  other  view  of  this  subject,  and  i  have  fin- , 
ished.     Will  Great  Britain  yield  the  contest,  and  j 
do  us  justice  ?  is  a  question  that  may  be  propound-  \ 
ed.     To  this  it  may  be  answered,  that  we  have 
ascertained  that  mere  entreaty,  on  our  part,  with-  | 
out  some  defensive  measure,  was  ineffectual ;  that, 
if  she  do  not  yield,  we  are  in  no  worse  condition 
than  before,  and,  indeed,  in  a  better  one ;  for  we 
have  now  a  share  in  the  transportation,  whether 
it  be  directed  to  Great  Britain  or  to  a  neighboring 
island.     On  the  other  hand,  should  she  consent  to 
a  negotiation  on  equal  terms,  the  wisdom  of  the 

B)licy,  it  is  presumable,  will  be  denied  by  none, 
ut  what  are  the  probabilities  ?  We  know,  of  a 
truth,  that,  since  the  adoption  of  this  measure,  she 
has  offered  to  treat ;  whereas  before,  she  had  re- 
fused. It  is  true  that  the  terms  proposed  were 
such  as  we  could  not  agree  to ;  yet  we  have  a 
right  to  anticipate  success  in  a  contest  by  which, 
should  "he  persevere,  she  must  lose,  and  cannot 
gain.  With  wrong  and  loss  on  her  side,  whatever 
may  be  her  character  for  obstinacy,  .she,  like  all 
other  nations,  has  other  motives  of  action,  among 
which  interest  holds  the  ascendency. 

That  she  sacrifices  by  her  perseverance  the  in- 
terest of  the  islands,  is  too  palpable  to  require  proof 
or  argument.  The  circuitous  transportation  of 
their  supplies  necessarily  enhances  the  price,  tak- 
ing it  for  granted  that  they  are  furnished  by  the 
United  States ;  on  a  contrary  supposition,  that  her 
trade  will  assume  a  new  direction,  she  loses  the 
American  market  for  her  rum — an  event  ruinous 
at  once  to  their  prosperity — for  it  is  real  matter  of 
astonishment,  but  not  less  true,  that  we  annually 
consume  of  that  article,  from  the  British  islands 
alone,  from  4,000,000  to  7,000,000  of  gallons.  It 
is  in  this  article  principally  we  get  our  returns ; 
and,  if  the  trade  were  to  be  annihilated  to-morrow, 
I  know  not  that  it  should  be  matter  of  regret.  If, 
therefore,  Great  Britain  be  not  entirely  insensible 
to  the  sufferings  of  her  colonists,  she  will  be  unable 
to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  those  remonstrances  with 
which  she  must  be  assailed.  But,  if  her  heart 
should  be  hardened,  and  she  should  refuse  to  listen 
to  these  just  complaints,  she  will  only  hasten  a 


crisis  as  inevitable  as  fate,  and  compel  a  country 
which  she  places  out  of  her  protection  to  seek,  un- 
der the  suggestions  of  self-preservation,  some  new 
modifications  of  its  political  relations,  calculated 
to  produce  those  benefits  which  alone  render  po- 
litical associations  tolerable.     If,  however,  it  be 
contended  that  she  is  deaf  to  sentiments  of  this 
kind,  that  the  sacrifice  of  her  distant  possessions 
for  the  prosperity  of  the  mother  country  is  her  set- 
tled policy,  and  invariably  pursued,  then  I  contend 
that  our  mensure  has  a  direct  bearing  on  her  navi- 
gation— to  touch  which  is  to  awaken  her,  though 
she  slept  the  sleep  of  Baal ;  for  it  appears,  as  well 
by  documents  on  our  ta^e  as  from  verbal  com- 
munications from  the  heads  of  departments,  whom 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  had  before 
them,  with  a  view  to  possess  themselves  of  every 
degree  of  information  within  their  resek,  that,  in 
our   direct   intercourse  W4th   Great   Britain,   the 
American  shipping  is  increasing,  in  a  most  flatter- 
ing ratio,  since  the  adoption  of  this  policy— a  por- 
tion of  which  increase  is  fairly  to  be  ascrioed  to  its 
eflects.     F'ormerly,  the  advantage  of  British  ship- 
ping over  American  arose  from  the  circuitous  voy- 
age, (that  fruitful  source  of  profit  to  the  shipping 
interest,)  of  which  the  freight  from  the  Lnited 
States  to  the  West  India  islands  was  a  most  valu- 
able part.     This  may  bo  illustrated  by  a  single  ex- 
ample.    A  British  ship  comes  directly  from  her 
European  possessions  to  her  continental  colonies, 
;  discharges  her  cargo,  takes  in  plaster  or  something 
!  else,  arrives  in  the  United  States,  commutes  it  for 
;  provisions  or  lumber,  sails  thence  to  the  islands, 
I  and  exchanges  the  cargo  for  the  productions  of  the 
I  islands,  with  which  it  returns  home.     While  the 
'  British  shipping  was  thus  aided  by  this  circuitous 
:  voyage,  the  American  was  limited  to  the  direct 
intercourse  alone.     The  object  of  our  policy  is  to 
destroy  this  inequality,  and  do  justice  to  our  own 
shipping.     The  efl'ect  already  produced  is  encour- 
aging.   It  will  be  the  interest  of  Great  Britain  to 
negotiate  on  equal  terms,  if  we  have  nerve  enough 
to  persevere.     The  hope  of  our  giving  way  may 
induce  her  to  make  an  experiment  of  her  present 
system  a  short  time  longer.     Our  success  is  in  our 
own  hands.     To  yield  is  to  commit  our  character, 
and  to  entail  the  yoke  upon  us  forever.     To  per- 
severe is  to  triumph.     Between  such  alternatives 
an  American  Senate  cannot  hesitate  in  its  choice. 
Mr.  RuGGLES  and  Mr.  Wilson  explained  their 
reasons  for  being  adverse  to  the  bill ;   and  Mr. 
Stokes  and  Mr.  Dana  made  each  a  few  inciden- 
tal remarks. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  over  until  to-morrow. 


Friday,  April  7. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
Julie  Plantou,  proposing  to  sell  to  Congress  an  al- 
legorical painting  of  her  own  design,  and  from  her 
own  pencil,  drawn  from  the  Treaty  of  Ghent, 
commemorative  of  that  event ;  and  the  letter  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Joint  Library  Committee. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in 
addition  to  the  several  acts  for  the  establishment 


586 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


586 


April,  1830. 


The  Naviffotion  BUI — The  Mismmri  Expedition. 


Senate. 


and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy 
Departments,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in 
addition  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for 
certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,"  passed  the  eis^hteenth  day  of  March,  1818 ; 
reported  the  same  with  an  amendment,  which  was 
read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  George  Love,  and,  in  con- 
currence therewith,  resolved  that  the  prayer  of 
thepetitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Tne  bill  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  Lyon  was 
read  a  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  on  the 
present  system  of  Indian  trade;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
sufferers  by  fire  at  Savannah,  in  Georgia,"  with 
an  amendment,  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

They  have  also  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  John  Steel;"  in  which  bill  they  re- 
qoest  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  The  said 
bill  was  twice  read,  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons 
who  hare  paid  duties  on  certain  goods  imported 
into  Castine ;"  and  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  sufferers 
by  fire  at  Savannah,  in  Georgia,"  and  concurred 
therein. 

*  On  motion  of  Mr.  Elliot  the  Senate  took  up 
the  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  of  the  19th  De- 
cember, 1818. 

Mr.  Elliot  briefly  explained  the  objects  and 
utility  of  the  act  of  Georgia  referred  to;  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  motion  of  Mr.  Morril 
to  direct  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  an  ear- 
lier meeting  of  the  next  session  of  Congress  than 
the  Constitutional  day. 

Mr.  MoRRiL  made  some  remarks  to  show  the 
propriety  of  an  earlier  meeting  at  the  next  session, 
as  it  was  obliged  to  terminate  on  the  third  day  of 
March,  to  allow  due  time  for  the  transaction  of 
the  public  business,  dec. 

The  resolution  was.  negatived  without  a  divi- 
sion. 

The  bill  to  establish  an  eighth  circuit  court,  to 
comprehend  the  State  of  Tennessee,  was  read  the 
third  time  ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Williams  of 
Tennessee,  after  considerable  discussion  on   the 


subject,  the  salary  of  the  additional  circuit  jud, 
was  fixed  at  $3,000,  by  the  casting  vote  of  the 
President,  the  votes  being  14  to  14  ;  and  the  bill 
was  then  passed  and  sent  to  the  other  House  for 
concurrence. 

A  motion  to  adiourn  over  to  Monday  was  re- 
jected, by  yeas  and  nays — ayes  14,  noes  24. 

NAVIGATION  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  supplementary  to  the  "act  concerning  naviga- 
tion." 

Mr.  Brown  stated  that,  in  framing  the  bill,  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  had  conformed  it 
to  the  instructions  oi  the  Senate,  as  contained  in 
the  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  King,  of  New 
York.  But  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  object  of 
the  bill  would  be  more  effectually  attained,  and 
some  trouble  saved  in  perfecting  the  details  of  the 
reported  bill,  if  the  existing  law  were  re-enacted, 
with  the  additional  features  which  this  bill  pro- 
posed— the  present  bill  being  merely  an  extension 
of  the  principle  of  the  act  of  April,  1818.  Mr. 
B.  therefore  offered  an  amendment,  which  was 
substantially  to  re-enact  the  provisions  of  the  ex- 
isting act,  and  to  extend  it  so  as  to  apply  to  all  the 
ports  of  the  British  West  Indies,  the  free  ports  as 
well  as  those  which  had  been  closed.  This  amend- 
ment was  supported  by  Mr.  King,  of  New  York, 
who  added  a  few  remarks  to  what  had  been  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Brown,  in  explanation  of  the  ob- 
ject of  the  modification,  which  was  chiefly  to  ren- 
der the  bill  less  ambiguous  or  doubtful  than  it 
might  be  in  its  original  shape ;  and  the  amend- 
ment was  adopted  without  objection. 

Mr.  Parrott,  after  a  few  remarks  to  show  the 
propriety  of  his  motion,  proposed  so  to  amend  the 
bill  as  to  extend  its  provisions  to  all  ports  and 
places  in  Upper  or  Lower  Canada;  but  subse- 
quently changed  it  so  as  to  apply  to  Lower  Can- 
ada only. 

The  bill  was  then  postponed  imtil  Monday. 

MISSOURI  EXPEDITION. 

The  Senate  next  took  up  the  message  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  announcing  their  disa- 
greement to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
military  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Santord  moved  that  the  Senate  recede 
from  their  first  amendment,  increasing  the  appro- 
priation from  three  hundred  thousand  to  four  hun- 
dred and  thirty  thousand  dollars  for  clothing  for 
the  Army. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to  without  debate  or 
objection,  and  the  Senate  receded  therefrom  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  next  amendment  proposes  to  add  $50,000 
to  the  appropriation  for  the  Q,uartermaster  Gen- 
eral's department,  (with  the  view  of  enabling  the 
Executive  to  carry  the  Missouri  Expedition  to  the 
Mandan  Villages— though  $30,000  of  the  $50  000, 
it  is  contended,  according  to  the  estimates  oi  the 
War  Department,  is  necessary  to  maintain  the  ex- 
pedition at  the  Council  Bluffs.) 

On  this  amendment  Mr.  Sanford  moved  that 
the  Senate  do  insist. 


I' 


687 


Sbnatb. 


HISTORY  OF   CONGRESS. 

Miuouri  Exptditu/n. 


588 

April,  1820. 


Mr.  Wilson  observed  that  he  had  voted  for  the 
amendment  with  hearty  good  will ;  but  as  the  House 
had  again  expressed  their  determination  not  to 
agree  to  this  appropriation,  he  thought  it  would 
be  useless  for  the  Senate  to  insist  on  it;  it  was  a 


that  an  intermediate  sum  might  be  agreed  on  be- 
tween S450,000  and  $500,000,  as  an  increase  of 
the  former  sum  was  al»olutely  necessary. 

Mr.  BcRHiLL  added  some  remarks  to  .show  that 
the  appropriation  for  recruiting  the  army  appear- 


ground  from  which,  if  now  insisted  oa,  the  Senate  I  cd  to  be  made  on  the  ground,  or  with  a  view  to 
would  inevitably  be  driven.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  diminution  of  the  armj.  If  this  were  the  ef- 
receding  at  once. 

Mr.  Dana  conceived  it  no  good  reason  for  re- 
ceding, becau.se  it  was  said  the  Senate  would  in- 


fect, the  estimates  of  the  Quartermaster  General, 

which  were  predicated  on  the  existence  of  a  larger 

force,  would  be  more  than  adequate  for  the  actual 

trength  of  the  army,  which  would  probably  not 


I  exceed  six  thousand  men. 

Mr.  Logan  remarked,  as  this  was  not  a  question 


evitaWy  be  driven  from  their  ground,  after  giving 
up  one  half  the  points  in  controversy.  Mr.  D.  sup- 
ported the  expediency  of  the  amendment.  The  .•  .  j- 
greater  part  of  the  appropriation  would  be  neces-  on  now  undertaking  or  authorizing  the  exp«dition 
sary  if  the  expedition  proceeded  no  further  than  up  the  Missouri,  but  on  appropriating  a  small  ad- 
the  Council  Bluffs,  where,  at  least,  all  agreed  that 
it  might  remain — so  that  the  appropriation  of  the 
House  must  be  increased  whether  the  expedition 
proceeded  any  higher  than  that  point  or  not.  Mr. 
D.  thought  this  a  matter  on  which  the  Senate  had 
as  perfect  a  right  to  exercise  its  opinion  as  the 
other  branch,  and  he  would  not  give  up  that  opin- 
ion merely  because  the  other  House  differed  from 
it.  He  was  in  favor  of  a  conference,  when  the 
Tiews  of  the  other  House  might  be  ascertained  and 
have  their  due  weight  with  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Wilson  observed  that  the  House  had,  by 
two  votes,  declared  its  opposition  to  this  appropn-  | 
ation ;  and  was  it  probable  he  asked,  after  tnis  tnal 
ihey  would  recede  from  their  settled  opinion  ?  If 
not,  was  it  expedi<nt  to  enter  into  a  contest  with 
them  in  a  matter  in  which  that  branch  was  very 
tenacious — the  apjiropriation  of  money  ?  The  ma- 
jority for  it  here  had  been  small ;  and  it  was  inter- 
fering in  a  matter  which  many  concurred  was  the 
peculiar  prerogative  of  the  other  branch ;  and  un- 
der all  circumstances  Mr.  W.  thought  it  best  to 
concede. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  mnarked,  that  if  this  was  a  ques- 
tion whether  the  establishment  up  the  Missouri 
should  be  maintained,  it  was  one  on  which  there 
should  be  a  conference.  But  this  was  a  subject 
on  which  both  Houses  nearly  agreed — the  only 
difference  was  a  question  of  §20.000  more  or  less, 
in  an  appropriation  for  a  particular  branch  of  ser- 
vice, and  it  was  not  a  question  of  such  great  import- 
ance as  to  entitle  it  to  a  conference  between  the 
two  Houses.  The  subject  involved  in  this  ques- 
tion, Mr.  B.  observed,  was  one  entirely  under  the 
Executive  direction — the  disposition  of  the  army — 
but  in  the  exercise  of  which  the  Executive  would, 
no  doubt,  be  influenced  in  some  degree  by  the 
opinions  expressed  by  Congress.  He  desired  that 
the  Senate  would  consider  it  merely  as  a  question 
on  $20,000,  as  it  certainly  was,  and  decide  on  it; 
and  not  deem  it  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  ask  a 
conference  of  the  other  House. 

Mr.  Trimble  did  not  agree  that  this  was  merely 
a  question  of  $20,000,  but  one  which  involved  con- 
sequences of  great  importance  to  the  military  ser- 
vice. Mr.  T.  went  into  a  statement  of  the  esti- 
mates for  the  Quartermaster's  department,  to  show 
this  amendment  was  in  part  necessiiry  for  the  public 
service,  leaving  out  of  view  the  prosecution  of  the 
Missouri  Expedition  above  the  Council  Bluffs.  He 
hoped  the  Senate  would  insist  on  this  amendmentj 


ditional  sum  for  an  object  which  had  already,  to  a 
great  extent,  been  carried  into  execution,  and  which 
was  of  great  national  importance,  he  was  in  favor  of 
insisting  on  the  amendment.  He  was  opposed  to 
stopping  the  expedition  at  the  Bluffs ;  approving  the 
policy  of  it,  as  originally  projected  by  the  Execu- 
tive, he  wished  the  expedition  prosecuted  to  the 
Mandan  Villages,  at  least.  This  would  cost  but 
little  more;  and,  if  not  granted,  that  which  had 
been  already  expended  would  be  almost  thrown 
away,  as  the  utility  of  the  expedition  would  be  _ 
attained  but  in  a  small  degree. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  did  not  think  this  was 
a  question  between  the  Council  Bluffs  and  the 
Mandan  villages — that  he  thought  settled.     But 
the  question  was,  whether  the  Senate  should  insist, 
and  thus  come  to  an  explanation  with  the  other 
House,  and  see  if  some  intermediate  sum  between 
$450,000  and  $500,000  was  not  necessary  to  fulfil 
contracts  entered  into  by  the  Government,  and  in 
part  performed  by  the  contractors.     The  expedi- 
tion had  been  sanctioned  by  Congress  in  the  ap- 
propriations of  last  session,  and  the  Executive  had 
made  arrangements  and  engagements  for  carrying 
it  into  execution,  and  Congres.s  were  bound  in 
good  faith  to  make  the  appropriations  necessary 
to  fulfil  these  engagements.     He  was  opposed  to 
carrying  the  expedition  further  than  the  Council 
Blun's,  and  had  he  been  here  when  the  appropria- 
tion was  before  Congress  at  the  last  session,  should 
probably  have  been  against  the  expedition  altotf 
gether.    But,  having  been  authorized,  he  wished  all 
the  contracts  entered  into  in  consequence  thereof, 
to  be  performed  in  good  faith  by  the  Grovernment. 
Mr.  Eaton  thought  Mr.  Kino  mbtaken  as  to 
contracts  to  be  fulfilled  by  the  Government,     Mr. 
E.  remarked  that  it  was  admitted,  that  if  the  ex- 

g'dition  proceeded  no  further  than  the  Council 
luffs,  $30,000  more  than  the  other  House  had 
appropriated,  would  be  necessary  for  the  Quarter- 
master General's  department — it  would  require  but 
$20,000  more  to  carry  it  as  far  as  the  Mandan 
villages,  as  contemplated  by  the  War  Department. 
It  had  lieen  deemed  proper  by  the  committee  to 
grant  tlas  considerable  sum  to  the  Executive,  to 
carry  into  effect  an  important  political  purpose.  Mr. 
E.  thought  Congress  ought  to  act  on  the  principle, 
not  in  immaterial  matters  to  thwart  the  arrange- 
ments intended  by  the  Executive  for  public  good. 
Whether  the  object  of  the  Executive  would  be 
attained  by  this  expeditioa,  lie  could  not  say  ;  but 
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he  was  willing,  at  so  small  an  additional  expense, 
to  atiord  the  opportunity.  He  hoped  the  Senate 
would  insist  on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Dana  ob.served,  that  the  readiness  with 
which  the  Senate  had  receded  from  one  of  their 
amendments,  gave  abundant  evidence  that  no  per- 
tinacity of  opinion  operated  here ;  and  that  a  re- 
fuiial  to  give  way  on  this  point  wa.^  induced  by  a 
firm  conviction  that  this  amendment  was  essential 
to  the  public  good.  Mr.  D.  knew  not  that  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  Army  would  be  the  consequence  of  the 
limited  appropriation  for  the  recruiting  service ; 
but  if  that  was  the  view  in  fixing  the  appropria- 
tion, let  the  Senate  come  at  once  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  Army  could  be  cut  down  by  withholding 
appropriations,  and  conform  their  practice  to  thi.s 
mode  of  proceeding. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  insisting  on  the 
amendment,  and  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
ayes  21,  noes  13. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oris,  a  conference  was  asked 
of  the  other  House,  on  the  disagreeing  vote  ;  and 
Messrs.  Sanpord,  Otis,  and  Dana,  were  ap- 
pointed managers  of  the  conference  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  di.sagreement  of 
the  other  House  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill  making  appropriations  to  the  civil  list, 
for  the  current  year — and,  on  motion,  receded 
therefrom. 

DISTRICT  JUDGES. 

The  Senate  took  up,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wal- 
ker of  Georgia,  the  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  of 
the  district  judges  of  the  courts  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  rose  in  support  of  the 
expediency  of  this  bill ;  urging  the  inadequacy  of 
the  compensation  now  allowed  to  the  judges  gen- 
erally ;  the  correct  policy  of  a  fair  and  liberal  com- 
p<'nsation  to  judicial  labors ;  the  importance  of 
those  labors,  «fcc.,  in  support  of  an  increase  of  the 
present  salaries. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  moved  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  bill,  as  well  for  the  reason 
that  he  was  at  this  time  opposed  to  such  a  measure, 
as  because  the  remainder  of  the  session  was  wanted 
for  other  and  more  important  busines.s. 

A  very  long  debate  ensued  on  the  merits  of  the 
bill,  in  which  Messrs.  Walker  of  G«?orgia,  Kino, 
MoRRiL.  Smith,  Mcllen,Lanman, and  Roberts, 
principally  entered.  Before  taking  the  question, 
the  Senate  adjourned. 


Satdrday,  April  8. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Lemuel  Bent, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that 
the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 
The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Sanforh,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  Steele,"  reported  the  same  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 


mittee on  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  establish 
additional  land  offices  in  the  State  of  Alabama ; 
and  the  bill  was  twice  read,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  General  Convention 
of  the  Baptist  denomination,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  for  evangelical  and  literary  purposes, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Conmiittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  erection  of  a  lighthouse  on  one  of  the  Isles  of 
Shoals,  near  Portsmouth,  in  New  Hampshire ;  and 
the  same  having  been  amended,  it  was  reported  to 
the  House  accordingly  ;  and,  the  amendments  be- 
ing concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  iimat  on  their 
disagreement  to  the  second  amendment  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  year  1820 ;"  they  agree  to  the  con- 
ference on  the  disagreeing  votes  oi  the  two  Houses 
on  said  amendment,  and  nave  appointed  managers 
at  the  said  conference  on  their  part. 

DISTRICT  JUDGES. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bQl 
to  increase  the  compensation  of  certain  district 
judges  of  the  United  States — the  motion  to  post- 
pone the  bill  indefinitely  being  still  under  consid- 
eration. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  spoke  at  some  length 
against  the  motion,  and  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

The  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative — yeas  10. 

A  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  to  Wednesday 
was,  after  some  debate,  also  negatived — yeas  11. 

Mr.  Eaton  then  moved  to  recommit  the  bill, 
with  instructions  to  divide  the  salaries  into  two 
classes,  according  to  the  extent  of  duties  incident 
to  the  different  districts,  giving  to  the  lowest  class 
$1,500,  and  the  highest  $2,000;  but  subsequently 
withdrew  his  motion. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  fill  the  blanks 
with  the  sums  to  be  allowed  the  judges  respect- 
ively ;  and,  having  made  some  progress, 

Mr.  Trlmble  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  with 
instructions  to  divide  the  salaries  into  four  classes, 
the  lowest  $1,500,  the  highest  $2,500— the  others 
intermediate  sums. 

Mr.  Eaton  moved  to  amend  the  motion,  by 
striking  out  the  lowest  class. 

This  motion,  and  also  Mr.  Trlmble's,  were 
successively  negatived,  after  a  good  deal  of  dis- 
cussion. 

The  Senate  then  went  on  in  filling  the  blanks. 
In  fixing  the  compensation  oi  the  judges  in  the 
several  States,  a  great  deal  of  debate  took  place- 
almost  every  member  oi  the  Senate  entering  into 
the  discussion,  as  the  court  of  each  State  passed 
successively  in  review ;  the  debate  turning  occa- 
sionally on  the  merits  of  the  bill,  as  well  as  on  the 
extent  of  the  business  of  each  particular  State; 
the  compensation  necessary  in  various  sections, 
according  to  the  cost  of  living  ;  the  relative  amount 
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which  was  reasonable  and  proper ;  and  on  the 
various  sums  which  were  proposed  and  tried  in  a 
majority  of  the  cases,  on  which-  there  was,  of 
course,  much  difference  of  opinion.  The  salary  of 
each  judge  was  increased,  more  or  less,  except  that 
of  the  judge  of  Louisiana.  He  now  receives  three 
thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Johnson,  of  that  State, 
attempted  to  get  it  raised  to  $3,500,  but  failed,  as 
did  motions  to  fix  it  at  intermediate  sums ;  and  it 
was  finally  left  at  $3,000. 

Another  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely 
was  made  near  the  clo.se  of  the  proceeding,  by  Mr. 
LowRic,  but  failed — yeas  18,  nays  20;  and  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  resulted  in  nlling  the  blanks 
as  follows : 

To  the  judge  of  the  Maine  digtrict,  $1,500. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  New  Hamp.,  $1,500 
To  the  judge  of  tb«  district  of  MaasachuaetU,  $2,100. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Rhode  Island,  $1,500. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Conneclicot,  $1,600. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Vermont,  $1,300. 
To  the  judge  of  the  north  district  of  N.  York,  $2,100. 
To  the  judge  of  the  south  district  of  N.  York,  $2,100. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  New  Jersey,  $1,700. 
To  the  judge  of  the  east  liisUict  of  Penn.,  $2,100. 
To  the  judge  of  the  west  district  of  Penn.,  $1,800. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Delaware,  $1,700. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Maryland,  $2,100. 
To  the  judge  of  the  east  district  of  Virginia,  $2,100. 
To  the  judge  of  the  west  district  of  Virginia,  $1,800. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  North  Carolina,  $2,000. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  South  Carolina,  $2,300. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Georgia,  $2,300. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Kentucky,  $2,000. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Tennessee,  $2,000. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Ohio,  $1,800. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Louisiana,  $3,000. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Indiana,  $1,500. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Illinois,  $1,5  00. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Mississippi,  $2,100. 
To  the  judge  of  the  disUict  of  Alabama,  $2,000. 

The  blank  for  fixing  the  commencement  of  the 
new  salaries  was  filled  with  the  30th  of  June  next; 
and  thus,  all  the  blanks  having  been  filled,  the 
Senate  adjourned. 


Monday,  April  10. 

Mr.  Barbo^  submitted  the  following  motions 
for  consideration : 

Jtetolved,  That  the  Federal  GoTernment  is  a  Gov- 
ernment of  limited  powers,  and  can  rightfully  exercise 
such  only  as  are  expressly  given  it  by  the  Constitu- 
tion,  or  such  as  are  properly  incident  to  an  ezpreaa 
power,  and  necessary  to  its  execution  : 

Rttohtdy  That  Congress  cannot,  constitutionally, 
pass  any  law  coacerning  the  press  ;  and,  therefore,  that 
the  Sedition  act  was  a  palpable  assumption  of  power, 
directly  at  variaace  as  well  with  the  spirit  as  the 
letter  of  the  Constitution  : 

Retolved,  That  where  the  people  of  the  United  States 
are  endamaged  in  their  property,  by  unconstitutional 
exercises  of  authority,  and  such  damage  can  be  fixed 
wUh  certainty,  the  sufferers  are  entitled  to  indemnity, 
if  it  can  be  done  without  hazarding  the  public  welfare: 

Raolved,  therefore.  That  the  amount  of  fines  collect- 
ed under  the  Sedition  act  should  be  refunded  to  those 
ln>A  whom  they  wer«  exacted,  and  that  the  bill  now 


pending  before  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Matthew 
Lyon  be  recommitted  to  the  committee  which  brought 
it  in,  with  instructions  so  to  amend  it  as  to  embrace  all 
such  cases. 

Mr.  Barbour  introduced  these  resolutions  from 
a  conviction,  long  entn-taiued,  that  the  principle 
advanced  was  correct,  and  that  it  was  right  to 
make  general  provision  for  all  cases  coming  within 
the  purview  of  the  resolutions,  instead  of  legisla- 
ting for  them  individually,  as  they  were  presented 
for  relief. 

The  resolutions  lie  upon  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  fur  the 
relief  of  Louis  Jo6«ph  de  Beaulieu ;"  a  bill  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Beck  and  Harvey  ;*' 
a  bill  entiled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  William 
Coffin,  and  others;"  n  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Fielding  Jones ;''  a  bill  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Capt.  Stanton  Sholes;"  a  bill  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Christopher  Miller;" 
a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  B. 
Beall ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
certain  settlers  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  who  reside 
within  the  Vincennes  land  district ;"  a  bill  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Martha  Flood  ;"  a  bill 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Merrill ;" 
a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Chs.  J.  Jones 
and  Richard  Buckner,  administrators  of  William 
Jones ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
D.  Carter ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  and  representatives  of  Isaac  Melchior, 
deceased;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  M.  Skinner,  administrator  of  George  Skin- 
ner, deceased ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  B.  Regnier;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  Law  and  Jonathan  Elliot,  citi- 
zens of  the  city  of  Washington,  in  the  District  ol 
Columbia  ;"'  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Jacob  Konkopot,  and  others,  of  the  nation  of 
Stockbridge  Indians,  residing  in  the  State  of  New 
York  ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  El- 
kanah  Finney  and  others  ;"  and  also  a  bill  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Pancost;"  in 
which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  said  bills  were  read,  and  severally  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
de  Beaulieu"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Beck 
and  Harvey"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wm. 
Coffin,  and  others,"  was  read  the  second  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Fielding 
Jones"  was  read  the  second  tune  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Cap- 
tain Stanton  Sholes"  was  read  the  second  time  by 


593 


mSTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


594 


ArRl^  1820. 


Charter  of  Watkington,  ^c. 


Senate  . 


nnanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  fortherelief  of  Christ(>- 
pher  Miller"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sam- 
uel B.  Beall"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain settlers  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  who  reside 
within  the  Vincennes  land  district,"  was  read  the 
second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  .the  relief  of  Mar- 
tha Flood"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
Merrill"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Chs. 
8.  Jones  and  Richard  Buckner,  junior,  adminis- 
trators of  William  Jones,"  was  read  the  second 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
D.  Carter"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  and  representatives  of  Isaac  Melchior,  de- 
c^'ased,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
seph M.  Skinner,  administrator  of  Creorge  Skiri- 
ner,  deceased,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  tame  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the-relief  of  John  B. 
Regnier"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Law  and  Jonathan  Elliot,  citizens  of  the  city  of 
Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  was 
read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

The  bill ;  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
William  Pancost"  was  read  the  second  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob 
Konkopot,  and  others,  of  the  nation  of  Stock- 
kudse  Indians,  residing  in  the  State  of  New 
York,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  El- 
kanah  Finney,  and  others,"  was  read  the  second 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Brown,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  E.  de  La  Fran- 
cia,  were  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 


tion thereof,  and  the  petitioner  had  lettve  to  with- 
draw his  papers. 

The  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to 
an  aft  of  the  State  ot  Georgia,  passed  the  19th  day 
of  December,  1818,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a  light- 
house on  one  of  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  near  Ports- 
mouth, in  New  Hampshire,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  gave  notice  that 
to-morrow  he  should  ask  leave  to  bnng  in  a  bill 
relative  to  the  Arkansas  Territory. 

CHARTER  OF  WASHINGTON,  Ac. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Horsey,  the  Senate  took  up 
the  bill  to  renew  and  amend  the  charter  of  the 
©ity  of  Washington,  and  spent  some  time  in  dis- 
cussing various  provisions  of  the  bill,  and  amoni- 
ments  offered  to  them.  After  making  some  prog- 
ress, the  bill  was  laid  by  till  to-morrow ;  and  then 

The  Senate  took  up  the  report  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee  on  the  claim  of  John  H.  Piatt,  and  the 
bill  for  his  relief.  The  Senate  continued  until 
half  past  4  o'clock  in  a  laborious  discussion  of  the 
various  circumstances  involved  in  the  considera- 
tion of  this  claim.  Finally,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading — yeas  24,  nays 
1 1 ,  as  follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Brown,  Barrill,  Dana,  Dickeraon, 
Gaillard  Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  John- 
son of  LouiMsna,  King  of  New  York,  I^ake,  Logan, 
Noble,  Otis,  Parrolt.  KoberU,  Ruggirs,  Sanford,  Stokes, 
Thomas,  Trimble,  Van  Dyke,  Williams  of  Miaaisaippi, 
and  Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Eaton,  King  of  Alabama,  Lanman, 
Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Macon,  PleasanU,  Smith,  Walker  of 
Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia,  and  Williams  of  Ten- 
nessee. 


Tuesday,  April  II. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 
B.  Timberlake,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a 
resolution  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner,  so  far 
as  relates  to  the  two  last-named  grounds  of  relief, 
ought  not  to  be  granted.  The  report  and  resolu- 
tion were  read. 

Mr.  Pleasants  also  reported  a  bill  concemine 
John  B.  Timberlake,  a  purser  in  the  Navy ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  B. 
ROTiier,"  reported  the  same  without  amendmoit. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  unfa- 
vorable to  the  petition  of  Lemuel  Bent,  was  taken 
up,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  Conunittee  of  ConilBr- 
ence  on  the  disagreeing  vote  of  the  two  Houses  on 
the  amendment  to  the  military  appropriation  bill, 
made  a  report  that  the  conferees  bad  "  met  and 
conferred  concerning  the  same,  and  that  they  were 
unable  to  come  to  any  agreement  thereupon." 

The  report  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from' the  Committee  of  Finance, 
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reported  a  Wll  to  provide  for  the  expense  of  sarrey- 
ing  certain  part:^  of  the  coast  of  North  Carolina. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 
havine  obtained  leave,  introduced  a  bill  relative  to 
the  Arkansas  Territory.  These  bills  were  severally 
read.  ' 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Piatt, 
was  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
other  House  for  concurrence. 

The  Senate  look  up  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Afiairs,  adverse  to  the  expediency 
of  abolishing  the  system  of  Indian  trade  a.s  estab- 
lished by  the  act  of  1811. 

Mr.  Trimble  observed  that  it  had  been  his  inten- 
tion to  oppose  this  report,  and  move  its  recommit- 
ment, with  instructions  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  abolish 
the  present  system  of  Indian  trade,  and  substitute 
a  different  system ;  but,  as  the  session  was  draw- 
mg  to  a  close,  and  a  great  deal  of  information  had 
been  called  for  on  the  subject  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  which  it  would  be  necessary  to 
possess  before  acting  on  the  system  of  Indian  trade, 
he  would  waive  his  opposition  now  and  let  the 
report  pass.  The  subject  could  be  taken  up  at  the 
next  session. 

The  report  was  concurred  in. 

CH.\RTER  OF  WASHINGTON. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  renew  and  extend  the  charter  of  the 
City  of  Washington,  and  continued  occupied  for 
several  hours  in  an  examination  of  the  details, 
which  are  very  numerous,  as  the  bill  embraces 
most  of  the  provisions  of  the  late  charter,  with 
sundry  additions.  On  some  of  these  a  good  deal 
of  debate  took  place,  particularly  op  the  expedi- 
ency of  authorizing  the  Corporation  to  raise  ten 
thousand  dollars  a  year  by  way  of  lottery,  for  cer- 
tain purposes,  to  be  approved  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States.  This  power  formed  part  of  the 
late  charter,  in  existence  twenty  years,  but  has  not 
until  lately  been  exercised,  fieing  incorporated 
in  this  bill,  also,  Mr.  Bcrrill  proposed  to  ex- 
punge it ;  and  the  question  was  argued  at  much 

length.     The  motion  was  finally  negatived ayes 

14,  noes  21. 

Mr.  MoRRiL  moved  to  extend  the  right  of  suf- 
frage in  the  city  to  all  free  white  male'citizens  of 
the  United  States,  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
having  resided  in  the  city  one  year  before  the  time 
of  voting,  without  any  property  or  other  qualifica- 
tion than  above  stated,  instead  of  requiring  that 
they  shall,  in  addition  to  this  qualification,  have 
been  assessed  to  a  certain  amount,  and  have  paid 
a  tax. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  .Morril 
and  Lloyd,  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Burrill 
and  Horsey  ;  and  was  negatived,  only  three  or 
four  rising  in  favor  of  it. 

The  bin  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  as  amended. 

NAVIGATION  BILL. 

T^«  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
wll  supplementary  to  the  "act  concerning  navi- 


Mr.  Brown  observed  that,  on  reflection,  and 
consultation  with  the  friends  of  the  bill,  it  was  be- 
lieved the  amendoM'nt  su^^gested  by  Mr.  Pabrott 
when  the  bill  was  la.st  taken  up,  to  extend  its  pro- 
visions to  the  British  ports  in  Lower  Canada,  might 
prove  useful— he  moved  an  amendment  having 
that  object ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

All  the  amendments  to  the  bill,  adopted  by  the 
committee,  having  been  agreed  to  in  the  Senate, 
the  question  was  stated  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Dana  wished  only  to  remark,  that  he  should 
vote  for  the  bill,  though  he  had  not  entire  confi- 
dence in  its  efficiency  ;  he  did  not  think  it  compre- 
hensive enough,  or  that  it  went  far  enough  to  effect 
its  object. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time,  by  the  following  vote : 

Yka»— -Mewrs.  Darbour.  Brown,  Burrill.  D«n«,  Dick- 
erBon,  Etton,  EiiwHrd«,  Elliot,  Gtillard,  Hor«ej  Hun- 
ter, JohnBoi)  of  Louiaiani,  King  of  AUbama,  King  of 
New  York,  Lanman,  Leake,  Lloyd,  Lowrie,  M«coa, 
Mellen,  MornI,  Noble,  Olia,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Pleaaante, 
Robertu,  Raggles,  Sanford,  Smith,  Stokea,  Taylor, 
Thomau,  Tichenor,  Trimble.  Van  Dyke,  Walker,  of 
Alabama.  Walker  of  Georgia,  and  Williama  of  Ten- 
neeaee — 40. 

Nat— Mr.  WU«on. 

DISTRICT  JUDGES. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  increase  the  compensation  of  certain 
district  judges — the  question  being  on  concurring 
m  the  sums  with  which  the  blanks  were  filled  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Attempts  were  made  to  reduce,  in  some  instances, 
and  in  others  to  augment  the  sums  voted  m  com- 
mittee. The  only  changes,  however,  which  were 
effected  were  in  the  salaries  proposed  for  the  judges 
m  Massachusetts  and  North  Carolina— the  first 
was  raised,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Otis,  from  $2,100  to 
$2,300;  and  the  second,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stokes 
from  $2,000  to  $2,100.  These  and  other  proposi- 
tions produced  considerable  discussion  as  to  the 
extent  of  duties,  &c.  of  different  judges. 

The  question  being  at  length  taken  on  ordering 
the  bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  it 
was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Yki8— Messrs.  Brown.  Edwarda,  Elliot,  Gaillard. 
Horwy,  Hunter,  Johnion  of  Kentucky.  Johnson  of 
Louiaiana.KingofNew  York,  Lanman,  Leake.  Mellen, 
Uua.  Sanford,  Smith,  Stoke.,  Taylor,  Trimble.  Van 
Dyke,  Walker  of  Georgia,  and  Williami  of  Tenoea- 
aee — 21. 

Natii— Meaara.  Barbour.  Burrill,  Dana,  Dickeraon, 
baton.  King  of  Alabama,  Lloyd,  Logan,  Lowrie,  Ma- 
«)n,  Morril,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott,  PleaaanU,  Roberta, 
Kugglea,  Thomaa,  Tichenor.  Walker  of  Alabama,  and 
Wilson— 21. 

The  Senate  bein^  thus  equally  divided,  the  ques- 
tion was  lost,  and  the  bill  of  course  rejected. 

Weunesoay,  April  12, 
Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memorial  of  sundry 
mhabitants  of  Vincennes,  and  its  vicinity,  in  the 
otate  of  Indiana,  descendants  of  French  parenU, 
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and  first  settlers  of  the  country  on  the  Wabash  and 
adjacent  waters,  praying  that  provision  may  be 
Koade,  authorizing  the  constituted  authorities  at  the 
next  treaty  to  be  nolden  with  the  Miami  and  neigh-  . 
boring  tribes,  for  the  purchase  of  land  and  other  pur-  1 
poses,  to  appropriate  and  secure  for  the  use  of  the 
memorialists  and  their  descendants,  such  portion  ] 
of  land  as  the  natives  may  be  willing  gratuitou.sly  | 
to  convey ;  or  such  other  provision   as  may  be  , 
deemed  proper,  to  com^>ensate  them  for  their  various  ^ 
losses,  privations,  services,  fidelity,  and  sufferings  ; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands.  ' 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  i 
for  the  relief  of  Fielding  Jones ;"  the  bill  entitled  i 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Stanton  Sholes;" 
the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  , 
and  representatives  of  Isaac  Melcbior,  deceased  ;"  i 
and,  also,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  i 
of  Joseph  M.  Skinner,   administrator  of  George  ] 
Skinner,  deceased ;"  reported  the  same,  repectively, 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Morril  submitted  the  following  motions 
for  consideration  : 

Re$oived  by  the  Henalt,  That  the  practice  of  duelliog 
ia  inhuman,  immoral,  and  censurable. 

Ketolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutea 
would  be  justifiable  in  striking  from  the  rolla  of  the 
army,  the  names  of  all  persons  thereon  who  have  been, 
or  hereafter  may  be,  directly  or  indirectly,  engaged  in 
a  duel,  or  who  may  have  been,  or  hereafter  may  be, 
in  any  way  or  manner  accessary  thereto. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whon^^was  referred  the 
bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Christopher 
Miller,"  reported  the  same,  without  amendmept. 

The  bUl  relative  to  the  Arkansas  Territory  wus 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, reported  a  bill  concerning  invalid  pensioners; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Horsey,  the  Senate  took  up 
the  bill  to  increase  the  compensation  of  the  judges 
of  the  orphans'  courts  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H.,  the  blanks  in  the  bill  were 
so  filled  as  U  fix  the  compensation  of  these  officers, 
at  six  dollars  a  day  for  every  day  they  attend  to 
the  execution  of  their  duties,  (it  is  now  four  dollars) 
payable  out  of  the  county  treasury. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engros.sed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kino,  of  Ala- 
bama, took  up  the  bill  to  establish  additional  land 
offices  in  the  State  of  Alabama ;  and  after  some 
discussion  of  its  details,  and  some  also  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  the  bill,  it  was  laid  over  imtil'te-mor- 
row,  to  give  time  for  the  preparation  of  some  amend- 
ments which  were  suggested. 

The  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  "act 
concerning  navigation  ;"  and  the  engrossed  bill  to 
establish  the  district  of  Pearl  river,  m  Mississippi, 
were  severally  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence. 


The  bill  for  granting  a  pre-emption  right  to 
William  Conner  was  taken  up,  and,  on  motion, 
postponed  indefinitely. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Prevost,  and 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Milne,  were 
severally  considered,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

Some  progress  was  made  in  the  bills  for  the  relief 
of  John  Rodriguez,  and  for  the  relief  of  Pierre  de 
la  Ronde. 

The  Senate  next  took  up  the  bill  to  ascertain 
and  designate  the  boundary  line,  between  the 
States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois.  Some  debate  took 
place  on  this  bill,  on  a  point  made  by  Mr.  King, 
of  New  York,  who  doubted  the  power  of  Congress 
to  establish  the  dividing  line  between  two  sove- 
reign States  of  the  Union,  and  did  not  believe  that 
such  survey  would  be  valid,  if  its  accuracy  were 
questioned  by  either  of  the  States  concerned.  He 
was  answered  by  Messrs.  Eowaros,  Noblb, 
Thomas,  Smith,  and  Rcggleb,  who  urged  the 
compact  made  on  this  subject ;  the  petitions  to 
Congress  by  the  States  concerned  that  Congress 
would  have  this  line  ascertained  ;  that  all  which 
was  necessary  was  to  run  a  meridian  line  from  a 
certain  point ;  that  there  was  not  the  least  dispute 
about  the  boundary,  which  the  ascertainment  of  a 
line  North  and  South  would  establish  incontro- 
vertibiy ;  that  there  were  precedents  for  the  act. 

The  question  beinij  taker  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  17,  nays  14. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  Senate  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sanford, 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes 
of  the  two  Houses,  on  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  military  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  BrRRiLL  moved  that  the  Senate  recede  from 
the  said  amendment. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  having  premised 
that  he  had  not  before  troubled  the  Senate  with 
any  remarks  on  this  subject,  submitted  a  few  ob- 
servations to  show  that  as  the  other  House  had 
manifested  so  decided  an  opposition  to  the  prose- 
cution of  the  Missouri  Expedition  above  the  Coun- 
cil Bluffs,  it  was  to  be  expected  that  the  Executive 
would,  from  respect  for  that  decision,  not  desire 
at  present  to  go  beyond  that  point ;  that  the  House 
had  also  decided  that  they  approved  this  expedition 
as  far  as  the  Council  Bluffs ;  that  the  Senate  had 
yielded  to  the  House,  the  first  point,  but  thought 
it  important  that  a  sufficient  sum  should  be  appro- 
priated to  suppoit  the  expedition  at  the  Council 
Bluffs,  and  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
comply  with  oblieations  entered  into  according  to 
law ;  that  this  object  required  but  $30,000  more 
than  the  Hou.se  had  agreed  to ;  and  he  thought,  if 
the  Senate  would  still  insist  on  its  amendment,  so 
as  to  bring  the  subject  again  before  the  committee 
of  conference,  an  arrangement  would  be  agreed 
to  by  which  this  sum  would  be  yielded  by  the  other 
Hoise,  seeing  that  the  Senate  had  yielded  to  the 
House  in  its  views  as  related  to  the  Mandan  vil- 
lages, &c.    He  therefore,  with  these  views,  hoped 
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the   Senate  would  not  recede,  but  would  afain 
insist  on  their  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  receding  from 
the  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  affirmatire — 
yeas  22. 


THURsnAY,  April  13. 

The  PREsinENT  communicated  the  memorial 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Arkan- 
sas, praying  an  act  explanatory  of  the  acts  provid- 
ing tor  their  territorial  form  of  government ;  and 
also  another  memorial  of  the  same  Legislature, 
praying  the  grant  of  certain  sections  of  land  for  a 
seat  of  government  and  other  public  purposes ;  and 
the  memorials  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  RcGGLEs  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  revive  the 
powers  of  the  commissioners  for  ascertaining  and 
deciding  on  the  rights  of  persons  claiming  lands  in 
the  district  of  Detroit,  and  to  provide  for  the  ad- 
jiutment  of  claims  to  lands  within  the  Territory 
of  Michigan. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  that 
a  duty  of  ten  per  centiun  may  be  laid  on  all  sales, 
except  sheriffs'  sales ;  and  also  the  petition  of  the 
printers  and  booksellers  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  that  additional  duties  may  be  imposed  on 
paper  imported  into  the  United  States;  and  the 
petitions  were  read,  and  respectively  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Leake,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Jacob  Konkopot  and  others,  of  the  nation  of  Stock- 
bridge  Indians,  residing  in  the  State  of  New  York," 
reported  the  sime  without  amendment,  accompa- 
nied by  a  report  on  the  subject  thereof;  and  the 
report  was  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Leake,  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  remon- 
strance of  Samuel  Blackburn  and  others,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof, 
and  It  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  BcRBiLL  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration,  as  an  addition  to  the  eleventh  of 
the  standing  rules  of  the  Senate : 

That  when  a  motion  *hdl  be  m«de  that  a  bill,  reao- 
lotion,  or  report,  shall  lie  on  the  table,  the  qaestion 
ahall  be  decided  withoat  debate. 

The  PREaioEirr  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Susannah  Stewart;  and  the  report  was 
read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  B.  Tim- 
berlake;  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Eaton,  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  An- 
thony Kennedy,  of  Philadelphia,  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motions  of  the  12th  instant,  in  relation  to  duelling; 
and,  OQ  motion  by  Mr.  Mohril,  the  further  con- 


sideration thereof  was  ptwtponed  until  Wednesday 
next. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Law  and 
Jonathan  Elliot,  citizens  of  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, in  the  District  of  Columbia,^  reported  the 
same  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
[  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Rodriguez ;  and  no  amendment  having 
j  been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House, 
I  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 
The  bill  concerning  John  B.  Timberlake,  a  pur- 
ser in  the  Navv,  was  read  the  second  time. 
j      A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
I  informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
I  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Mc- 
Grew,  Richard  Cravat,  Hardy  Perry,  and  Beley 
Cheney ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
i  the  heirs  of  Abijah  Hunt  and  William  Gordon 
:  Forman ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  giving  the  right 
of  pre-emption  to  James  Shields ;''  a  bill  entitled 
I  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Bickley  and  Ca- 
i  tharine  Clark,  administratrix  of  John  Clark,  de- 
ceased ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Angus  O.  Fraser  and  others;"  a  bill  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State  to  issue  let- 
ters patent  to  Henry  Burdin ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  benefit  of  the  Columbian  Institute,  es- 
tablished for  the  promotion  of  arts  and  sciences  in 
the  City  of  Washington ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act 
j  to  alter  the  times  of  the  session  of  the  circuit  and 
,  district  courts  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;"  a  bill 
I  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  sale  of  part  of  the 
glebe  of  Rock  Creek  church,  in  the  county  of 
j  Washington,  and  District  of  Columbia ;"  a  bill 
entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  banks  of  the  Dis- 
I  trict  of  Columbia,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  a  bill 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Stephen  Baxter, 
late  paymaster  of  the  third  regiment  of  New  York 
volunteers;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
;  of  Joseph  Bruce ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
I  relief  ol  Thomas  C.  Withers;"  a  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Converse  and  George 
Miller ;"  and,  also,  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  widow  of  John  Heaps,  decea.sed  :"  in 
which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
SenaU\     They  have  also  passed  th(  bill  which 
originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  con- 
tinue in  force  the  act  passed  on  the  twentieth  day 
of  April,  1818,  entitled  'An  act  supplemcnUry  to 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  reg«Jate  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  passed  the  second 
day  of  March,  1799,"  with  an  amendment,  in  which 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  said  amend- 
ment, and  concurred  therein. 

The  fifteen  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  they  severally  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
McOrew,  Richard  Cravat,  Hardy  Perry,  and  Be- 
ley Cheney ;"  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  heirs  of  Abijah  Hunt  and  William  Gor- 
don Forman ;"  and,  also",  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
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giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  James  Shields," 
were  severally  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  respectively  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 
Bickley  ami  Catharine  Clark,  administratrix  of 
John  Clark,  deceased  ;"  and,  also,  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Angus  O.  Fraser  and 
others,"  were  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  respectively  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  issue  letters  patent  to  Henry 
Burdin,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Columbian  Institute,  established  for  the  promotion 
of  arts  and  sciences  in  the  City  of  Wasnington  ;" 
the  bill  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  banks  of ' 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other  purposes ;" 
the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  sale  of  i 
part  of  the  glebe  of  Rock  Creek  church,  in  the 
county  of  Washington,  and  District  of  Columbia ;" 
and,  also,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  < 
times  of  the  session  of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  j 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  were  severally  read  j 
the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  re-  j 
.spectively  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis-  ] 
trict  of  Columbia. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ste- 
phen Baxter,  late  paymaster  of  the  third  regiment 
of  New  York  volunteers  ;"  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bruce  ;"  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  C.  With- 
ers ;"  and,  also,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Daniel  Converse  and  Groorge  Miller  ;" 
were  severally  read  the  second  lime  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  respectively  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims.  ^ 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
widow  of  John  Heaps,  deceased,"  was  read  the 
second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  renew  and  extend  the  char- 
ter of  the  City  of  Washington  was  read  the  third 
time.  A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Roberts,  and 
agreed  by  general  consent  to  be  considered,  so  to 
amend  the  bill  that  in  ca^e  any  naval  or  military 
officer  of  the  United  States  snail  be  elected  an 
alderman  of  the  city,  such  officer  shall  not  exer- 
cise the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  (as  other 
aldermen  are  hereafter,  exoficio,  to  exercise,)  which 
amendment  was,  after  some  debate,  agreed  to — ayes 
14,  noes  9  ;  and  thus  amended,  the  bill  was  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  other  House  for  concurrence. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  allowance  of  the  Judges 
of  the  orphans'  court  in  the  counties  of  Wash- 
ington and  Alexandria  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  ascertain  and  designate  certain  bounda- 
ries was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  establish  the  district  of  Pearl  river 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 


The  bill  concerning  Arkansas  Territory  (apply- 
ing to  that  Territory  the  provisions  of  tne  act  of 
June  4th,  1812,  as  modified  by  the  act  of  April  29, 
1816,  for  the  government  of  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri,) was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ken- 
tucky, taken  up,  considered,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  tnird  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sol- 
omon Prevost  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Alex- 
ander Milne  wa:»  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Presioent  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  containing  a  list  of  unpro- 
ductive post  roads  for  the  year  1819 ;  and  the  re- 
port was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  th^  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish 
additional  land  offices  in  the  State  o(  Alabama, 
and,  no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  it 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition  of  David  Ellis 
and  others,  merchants,  distillers,  and  owners  of  dis- 
tilleries, in  the  town  of  Boston  and  its  vicinity, 
praying  that  the  duty  on  molasses  may  not  be  in- 
creased ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures. 

Mr.  Otis  also  presented  the  petition  of  Elipha- 
let.Loud  and  others,  of  the  town  of  Weymouth, 
in  Massachusetts,  stating  that  their  ship  called  the 
"  Commerce"  was  unjustly  taken  possession  of  by 
a  Russian  gun-boat,  at  tne  island  of  Corfu,  and 
there  condemned,  in  the  year  1807 ;  from  which 
an  appeal  was  made  to  the  Court  at  St.  Peters- 
burg, upon  which  no  decision  can  be  had ;  and 
praying  the  interposition  of  the  Grovernment  to 
obtaia  redress,  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Secretary  ot  State,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Merrill,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Pierre  Dennis  de  la  Ronde,  and  the  same  hav- 
ing been  amended,  it  was  reported  to  the  House: 
and,  the  amendment  being  concurred  in,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish 
the  district  of  Blakely  ;  and  the  same  having  been 
amended,  it  was  reported  to  the  House ;  and,  the 
amendments  being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 
I      The  Senate  then  resumed,  as  in  Conunittee  of 
I  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  dis- 
I  abled  seamen. 

The  bill  is  long,  and  embraces  numerous  pro- 

I  visions,  in  the  discussion  and  amendment  of  which, 

I  Messrs.  Elliot,  Pleasants,  Dickerson,  Lan- 

I  MAN,  Mellen,  Burrill,  and   Macon,  took  an 

active  part. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  post- 
poned till  to-morrow. 
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DISTRICT  JUDGES. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  rose  and  adverted  to 
the  decision  of  the  Senate  on  Tuesday,  by  which 
the  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  of  certain  judges 
was  rejected.  On  ordering  that  bill  to  a  third 
reading,  the  Senate  were  equally  divided,  and  the 
bill  was  of  course  lost  by  want  of  a  majority  in  its 
favor,  though  there  was  not  a  majority  against  it. 
This  being  an  unprecedented  case  in  the  Senate, 
Mr.  W.  wished  to  know  if  it  was  competent  for  a 
member  on  either  side  of  a  question  on  which  there 
was  no  majority,  to  move  a  reconsideration  there- 
of, under  the  rule  which  only  says  that  a  member 
voting  with  the  majority  may  move  a  reconsider- 
ation. 

The  President  decided  that  it  was  conforma- 
ble to  the  spirit  of  the  rule  to  permit  a  member 
voting  on  that  side  which  prevailed,  to  move  a  re- 
consideration ;  and  therefore,  in  the  present  case, 
as  those  opposed  to  the  bill  had  succeeded  in  de- 
feating it,  even  though  not  a  majority,  it  would  be 
in  order  for  any  member  who  voted  on  that  side 
of  the  question  to  move  a  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Barbour,  then,  who  had  voted  against  the 
bill,  to  accommodate  Mr.  Walker,  (who  was  pre- 
cluded by  the  decision  from  making  the  motion,) 
moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  Tuesday  on  order- 
ing the  bill  to  a  third  reading. 

^his  motion  prevailed,  and  the  question  then 
recurred  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading ;  and  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 


Friday,  April  14. 

Mr.  RuoGLEs  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  revive  the  powers  of  the  commission- 
ers for  ascertaining  and  deciding  on  the  rights  of 
persons  claiming  lands  in  the  district  of  Detroit, 
and  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  claims  to 
land  within  the  Territory  of  Michigan ;  and  the 
bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Trimble  presented  the  petition  of  George 
Jackson,  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  compensa- 
tion for  the  use  of  a  wagon  and  team,  and  for  four 
horses,  which  were  lost  while  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  during  the  late  war ;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Trimble,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  providing  by  law  for  the  payment  of  sixty 
dollars  to  Christian  Wilman,  for  a  horse  which  he 
lost  while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  late  war. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  13th  instant,  for  amending  the  elev- 
enth of  the  standing  rules  of  the  Senate  ;  and,  on 
motion,  bv  Mr.  Wilson,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  concerning  invalid  pensioners  was  read 
the  second  time. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Leander  Cath- 
cart;  and  the  same  was  twice  read  by  unanimous 
consent. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  regulate  the 


fees  of  the  clerk  and  marshal  for  the  district  court 
of  the  United  States  for  the  State  of  Louisiana; 
and,  also,  the  bill  to  continue  in  force  an  act  to 
protect  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  punish  the  crime  of  piracy,  and,  also,  to  make 
further  provision  for  punishing  the  crime  of  piracy, 
reported  the  same,  respectively,  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN.  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  William 
Coffin  and  others;"  and,  also,  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elkanah  Finney  and 
others,"  reported  the  same,  respectively,  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  thr  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Mc- 
Grew,  Richard  Cravat,  Hardy  Perry,  and  Beley 
Cheney,"  and,  also,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  giv- 
ing the  right  of  pre-emption  to  James  Shields," 
reported  the  same,  respectively,  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Abijah  Hunt  and  William 
Gordon  Forman,"  reported  the  same  with  an 
amendment;  which  was  read. 

CLOTHING  OF  THE  ARMY. 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dickerson,  then 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  clothing  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
in  domestic  manufactures;  which  bill  is  as  follows: 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.,  That,  from  and  aAer  the  passing 
of  this  act,  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  be  is  hereby, 
authorized  and  required  to  cause  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  to  be  clothed  in  articles  of  domestic 
manufacture,  so  far  as  the  same  can  be  procured  in 
the  United  States. 

The  bill  having  been  read,  Mr.  Williams,  of 
Tennessee,  for  reasons  which  he  submitted  at 
lar^e,  moved  to  postpone  it  indefinitely. 

On  this  motion  a  debate  ensued,  embracing  in 
its  scope  the  general  policy  of  affording  further 
encouragement  to  domestic  manufactures,  and  the 
various  considerations  connected  with  that  broad 
question,  as  well  as  on  the  particular  merits  of  this 
bill.     The  bill  was  supported  much  at  large  by 
Messrs.  Dickerson,  Burrill,  Trimble,  Morril. 
and  Kino,  of  New  York,  and  in  a  fewincidental 
remarks  bv  Mr.  Rcggles.     The  bill  •^s  opposed 
j  as  earnestly  and  fully  by  Messrs.  Williams,  of 
j  Tennessee,  Smith,  and  Macom.     The  debate  con- 
tinued till  half  past  3  o'clock ;  when,  the  question 
!  being  taken  on  the*^ndefinite  postponement  of  the 
bill,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and 
'  nays,  as  follows : 

YiAs— Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Elliot,  Gaillard, 
I  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Leake,  Lloyd, 
I  Macon,  Noble,  PleasanU,  Smith,  Tajlor,  Walker  of 
I  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia,  Williams  of  Mississippi, 
j  and  Williams  of  Tennessee — 17. 

Nats — Messrs.    Burrill,   Dana,  Dickerson,   Eaton, 

Edwards,    Horsey,    Hunter,    Johnson    of  Kentucky, 

{  King  of  New  York>  Lanman,  Logan,  Lowrie,  Morril, 
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Otis,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Roberu,  Rnggles,  San  ford, 
Thomas,  Tichenor,  Trimble,  Van  Dyke,  and  Wil- 
■on — 24. 

Mr.  Van  Dtke,  to  remove  some  of  the  objec- 
tions which  had  been  urged  against  the  bill,  and 
make  it  more  generally  acceptable,  moved  to  divest 
it  in  part  of  its  imperative  cnaracter  by  modifying 
the  bill  to  read,  "so  far  as  the  same  can  be  pro- 
cured at  as  reasonable  prices  as  similar  articles  of 
foreign  manufacture." 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Trimble, 
and  Mr.  Dickerson  ;  but,  before  tne  question  was 
taken,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Saturday,  April  15. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Society  for  the  encouragement  of  Ameri- 
can manufactures,  praying  that  such  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  tariff  may  be  made,  as  will  secure  to  all 
persons  interested  m  agriculture,  manufactures, 
and  commerce,  a  full  and  equal  share  of  protec- 
tion ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures  . 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowmg  motion  for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
report  to  the  Senate,  at  an  early  day  of  the  next  ses- 
sion, a  system,  in  his  opinion,  best  calculated  to  pro- 
tect the  territorial  frontier  of  the  United  States,  desig- 
nating the  posts  heretofore  established  for  that  purpose ; 
with  a  comparative  view  of  the  expenditures  and  ad- 
vantages which  might  result  from  any  change  that 
may  be  contemplated  in  nuch  military  frontier,  par- 
ticularly embracing  the  country  watered  by  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  its  tributary  streams. 

The  bill  to  revive  the  powers  of  the  commis- 
sioners for  ascertaining  and  deciding  on  the  rights 
of  nersons  claiming  lands  in  the  district  of  Detroit, 
and  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  claims  to 
lands  within  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Judiciary 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
state  of  the  journals  of  the  Senate,  preceding  the 
vear  1814;  and  that  they  be  authorized  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Rodriguez  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Pierre  Dennis  de  la 
Ronde  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  establish  the  District  of  Blakely  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  establisn  additional  land  offices  in 
the  State  of  Alabama  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  relative  to  the  Arkansas  Territory  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Macon,  the  Senate  took  up 
the  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  carrying  into 
effect  certain  surveys  of  the  coast  of  North  Caro- 
lina, directed  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the 
last  session  ;  when,  for  the  purpose  of  offering  some 
amendments  to  extend  the  bill  to  two  or  three 
similar  cases,  in  which  objects  authorized  by  law 


require  specific  appropriations,  which  Mr.  Dana 
wished  to  prepare,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 
The  amendments  were  subsequently  offered  by 
Mr.  Dana,  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  memorial  of  certain 
stockholders  of  the  banks  in  Alexandria,  and  others, 
deeply  interested  in  the  prosperity  of  that  town, 
recommending  certain  amendments  to  the  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives,  entitled  "An  act 
concerning  the  Banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Trimble  submitted  the  following  motions 
for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  requested  to  require  from  the  officers  of 
each  bank  in  the  said  District  now  applying  to  Con" 
gress  for  a  renewal  of  iu  charter,  an  attested  list  of  its 
stockholders,  with  the  amount  due  to  the  bank  from 
each  stockholder ;  stating  whether  any  part  of  the 
stock  is  formally  or  virtually  pledged  for  the  payment 
thereof. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  cause 
to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  the  Senate  a  statement, 
showing  the  amount  of  capital  subscribed  and  paid 
into  each  bank  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the 
time  and  mode  in  which  the  aame  has  been  paid,  speci- 
fying such  parU  thereof  as  have  been  paid  in  specie,  and 
such  parts  which  have  been  paid,  or  which  consist  in 
stock  notes,  or  any  other  nominal  capital ;  and  that 
he  be  requested  further  to  report  whether  any,  and,  if 
any,  which  of  said  banks  have,  by  themselves  or  their 
agenU,  purchased  in  the  stock*  of  their  respective 
banks,  and  to  report  the  amount,  if  any,  so  purchased. 

Mr.  Smith  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  if  any,  or  what,  further  laws  are 
necessary  to  give  facility  to  the  surrender  of  any 
"  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State  under 
the  laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,"  to  his  or  her 
proper  owner ;  and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

DISABLED  SEAMEN. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen. 

Mr.  Parrott  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  add- 
ing thereto  the  following  section : 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and  after  the 
thirtieth  day  of  September  next,  the  master  of  every 
boat,  raft,  or  flat,  which  shall  go  down  the  Mississippi 
to  New  Orleana,  shall,  on  his  arrival  at  that  port,  ren* 
der  to  the  collector  thereof  an  account  of  the  number 
of  persons  employed  on  board  such  boat,  raft,  or  flat, 
and  the  time  that  each  person  has  been  so  employed; 
which  account  shall  be  verified  by  the  oath  of  such 
master,  and  shall  pay  to  the  said  collector  at  the  rate 
of  twenty-five  cents  per  month  for  every  person  so 
employed  ;  which  sum  he  is  authorized  to  retain  out 
of  the  wages  of  such  person;  and  if  any  such  master 
shall  fail  to  render  an  account,  or  shall  render  a  false 
account,  of  the  number  of  persons  employed,  and  of 
the  length  of  time  they  have  been  severally  employed, 
as  is  herein  required,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars;  which  sum,  together  with  all 
other  fines  and  penalties  recovered  by  virtue  of  this 
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»et,  AM  mak«  «  part  of  the  aid  gcn«rd  fund :  Pro- 
vided, Thtt  all  peraona  employed  in  atrig^iiag  auch 
boat,  raft,  or  flat,  afaali  b«  considered  aa  aeamcn  of  the 
United  Siatea,  and  entitled  to  the  relief  extended  by 
thia  act  to  sick  and  diaabled  teamen. 

Mr.  LoQAN  opposed  this  amendment,  on  the 
jrround  that  it  would  be  unjust  to  tax  a  people  for 
an  object  in  the  benefits  of  which  they  could  not 
or  would  not  ever  participate. 

Mr.  Parrott  replied,  that  such  a  provision  was 
contained  in  the  existing  laws  on  the  subject,  and 
he  thought  it  was  proper  to  retain  it  in  the  present 
bUl ;  aad  argued  to  show  that  the  Marine  Hospital 
of  New  Orleans  would  often  afiFord  relief  to  sick 
and  destitute  boatmen,  dbc. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  did  not  say  the 
provision  would  not  be  productive  of  good,  but  it 
was  certainly  new,  as  the  boatmen  were  not  now 
entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  marine  hospital,  that 
being  confined  to  registered  seamen.  He  moved, 
therefore,  the  postponement  of  the  bill  to  Monday, 
that  the  amendment  might  be  printed  ;  which  mo- 
tion prevailed,  and  the  bill  was  postponed  accord- 
ingly. 

HEIRS  OF  E.  &  W.  WINTER. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
legal  representatives  of  Elisha  Winter  and  Wil- 
liam Winter  to  institute  a  bill  in  equity  in  the 
nature  of  a  petition  of  a  right  against  the  United 
States. 

This  is  a  claim  of  great  magnitude,  and  has  been 

before  Congress  for  raanv  successive  years.     It  is 

for  no  less  than  one  nullion  of  acres  of  land  in 

Arkansas,  the  title  to  which  is  derived  under  a 

^      Spanish  grant.     The  legality  of  the  title  to  the 

i  extent  claimed  turns  on  the  construction  of  one  or 
two  words  of  the  grant,  which,  rendered  into  Eng- 
lish, are  "  one  thousand  arpens  of  land  square," 
I  upon  which  a  question  arises,  whether  the  grant 
intended  to  convey  a  thousand  square  acres,  or,  as 
the  claimants  allege,  a  thousand  acres  square, 
which,  of  course,  is  the  difference  between  one 
thousand  and  one  million  of  acres. 

Mr.  RoBERTa  stated  some  objections  to  this  re- 
port, to  the  course  proposed  by  the  bill,  and  to  the 
validity  of  the  claim  set  up  to  an  extent  of  terri- 
tory almost,  he  said,  equal  to  an  empire. 

Mr.  Hunter  replied  at  considerable  length,  de- 
tailing the  grounds  on  which  the  committee  found- 
ed their  report,  and  entering  somewhat  into  the 
merits  of  the  claim.  After  an  elaborate  and  mi- 
nute investigation  of  the  evidence  adduced  by  the 
claimants,  the  committee  would  have  felt  tnem- 
selves  bound,  had  they  been  obliged  to  pronounce 
an  opinion,  to  say  that  the  claim  was  a  just  and 
equitable  one ;  but,  as  all  the  evidence  was  ex  parte, 
it  was  thought  best  to  refer  it  to  a  judicial  inves- 
tigation, where  the  United  States  could  be  able  to 
adduce  any  counteracting  evidence  which  might 
be  within  their  reach.  The  interest  of  the  United 
States  required  this  course,  as  it  was  not  possible 
that  Congress  could  do  justice  to  the  public ;  they 
rarely  had  any  thing  to  guide  them  but  the  in- 
terested statements  and  ex  parte  testimony  of  the 
petitioners.     Congress  was,  from  its  constitution. 


not  a  fit  tribunal  to  decide  such  claims,  and  par- 
ticularly claims  of  such  enormous  extent  as  the 
present  one,  dec. 

Mr.  Brown  made  some  remarks  on  the  practice 
of  the  Spanish  Oovernors  of  Louisiana  in  making 
grants  of  land,  the  circumstances  in  which  this 
grant  originated,  dec.,  to  show  that  this  claim  rested 
on  reasonable  grounds,  and  had  sufficient  evidence 
to  establish  its  justice. 

The  bill  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of 
Louisiana,  who  wished  to  make  similar  provision 
for  other  cases,  postponed  to  Monday. 

CLOTHING  OF  THE  ARMY. 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  in  the  Chair, 
the  bill  to  provide  for  clothing  the  Army  in  do- 
mestic manufactures — Mr.  Van  Dyke's  motion  to 
amend  the  bill  being  under  consideration. 

To  give  place  to  an  amendment  which  had  been 
prepared  by  Mr.  Bakbocr,  which  he  was  willing 
should  supersede  his  own,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  with- 
drew his  amendment. 

Mr.  Barbour  then  proposed  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  adding  "  on  such  terms  and  at  such  prices  as 
will  not  be  injurious  to  the  public  interest ;"  thus 
leaving  an  option  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
depriving  the  bill  of  its  imperative  character. 

The  object  of  this  amendment,  Mr.  B.  observed, 
was  to  mitigate  and  render  less  objectionable  a 
measure  which  he  conceived  improvident,  bat 
which,  from  the  vote  of  yesterday,  seemed  to  have 
gained  for  it,  since  the  last  session,  when  a  similar 
proposition  was  rejected,  sufficient  favor  to  carry 
It  through  the  Senate.  Mr.  B.  then  entered  into 
a  general  argument  against  the  expediency  of  the 
bill,  which  he  opposed,  not  only  on  account  of  its 
contemplated  object  and  efiect,  but  because  it  was 
a  minute  and  insulated  measure  in  a  great  system 
which  was  now  before  the  other  House,  which,  if 
adopted,  would  merge  the  object  of  this  bill,  Ac. 

Mr.  Dickerson  would  have  no  objection  to  the 
amendment,  if  so  modified  as  to  read  "not  mate- 
riaiijf  injurious,"  &c.,  and  proceeded  to  reply  gen- 
erally to  the  arguments  of  Mr.  B. 

Mr.  Barbour  rejoined,at  some  length,  and  sus- 
tamed  bis  opinions  by  additional  arguments. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  his  views 
in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  was  followed  on  the  same 
side  by  Mr.  Ruggles,  who  preferred  the  bill,  as  it 
was,  without  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Lloyh  regretted  that  the  amendment  offered 
by  Mr.  Van  Dyke  had  been  withdrawn,  consider- 
ing it  preferable  to  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  Barbour,  in  whose  views  he  concurred,  but 
thought  that  his  amendment  would  fall  short  of  its 
object.  Mr.  L.  then  went  pretty  largely  into  an 
examination  of  the  effect  and  operation  of  the  bill, 
to  show  its  inexpediency. 

Mr.  Trimble  eoterea  into  sundry  details  rela- 
tive to  the  mode  of  supplying  the  Army  with 
clothing,  and  the  inconveniences  sustained  by  the 
Army  in  consequence  thereof;  the  conduct  of  the 
purchasing  department,  &c.,  and  in  support  of  the 
bill  in  its  origmal  shape ;  and,  with  tne  view  of 
preparing  amendments  to  change  the  present  sys- 


609 


EIISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


610 


AraiL,  1820. 


CUdMitff  «/  the  Army. 


Senate. 


tem  of  supplying  the  Army,  and  provide  a  different 
mode,  concluded  with  a  motion  to  postpone  the 
bill  to  Monday. 

Mr.  LowRiE  opposed  the  postponement,  being 
in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  wishing  it  to  pass  promptly. 

The  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  was  lost — yeas 
1 1 ;  and  the  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Dickerson'^ 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Barbour. 

Mr.  Smith  wished  Mr.  Van  Dyke's  amend- 
ment had  remained,  because  there  could  have  been 
no  difference  of  opinion  on  it ;  and  he  would  have 
voted  for  it,  with  the  view  of  saving  money,  inas- 
much as  it  appeared  that  a  contract  had  been 
offered  by  a  domestic  manufacturer,  to  supply  the 
Army  with  certain  clothing^n  or  fifteen  percent, 
lower  than  could  be  procured  of  foreign  fabrics. 
Mr.  S.  then  went  into  a  general  argument  against 
this  bill,  which  he  denominated  one  of  the  me- 
chanical powers — the  wedge — which  would  be  fol- 
lowed in  a  few  days  by  the  screw,  (alluding  to  the 
tariff  bill  in  the  other  House.)  which,  combined, 
could  rive  the  world  asunder. 

To  accommodate  gentlemen  who  preferred  Mr. 
Van  Dyke's  proposition,  and  to  maKe  way  for  it, 
Mr.  Bakbour  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Lloyd  then  moved  an  amendment  similar 
to  that  which  was  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Van 
Dyke,  and  withdrawn  this  morning;  and  the 
question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  adding  thereto  the  following: 

"  Provided,  That  no  contract  for,  or  purchase  of 
domeatic  gooda  for  clothing  the  Army,  aball  be  made 
at  more  than  ten  per  cent,  above  the  price  of  articlea 
of  the  aame  kind  and  quality  imported  from  a  foreign 
country." 

Mr.  W.  observed  that  the  bill,  as  it  stood  at 
present,  made  it  imperative  on  the  purchasing  de- 
partment to  buy  domestic  goods,  no  mSitter  at  what 
cost  above  foreign  goods ;  this  might  create  an 
enormous  expense.  If  a  reasonable  encourage- 
ment onlv  was  desirable,  his  amendment  must  be 
acceptable  to  the  friends  of  the  bill.  He  wi.<«hed 
the  extent  of  protection  to  be  stated  specifically  j 
and  it  seemed  to  be  generally  admitted  that  ten 
per  cent,  was  ample.  But.  Mr.  W.  said,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  follow  up  tnis  protecting  provision 
with  an  appropriation  to  support  it ;  and,  there- 
fore, if  his  amendment  prevailed,  he  should  move 
another  section  to  the  bill,  which  he  had  prepared, 
and  was  as  follows : 

"Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  aum  of dol- 
lars be  and  the  aame  ia  hereby  appropriated,  for  cloth- 
ing the  Army  of  the  United  Statea,  in  addition  to  the 
appropriationa  heretofore  made." 

Mr.  Dickerson  disclaimed  any  desire  to  give 
exorbitant  protection  ;  he  wished  encouragement 
only  so  far  as  to  give  the  preference  to  domestic 
manufactures  when  to  be  obtained  at  reasonable 
prices ;  and  was  willing  so  to  modify  the  bill. 

Mr.  Brown  remarked,  if  this  was  the  view  of 
gentlemen,  why  not  have  accepted  Mr.  Lloyd's 
amendment,  which  went  no  further  than  that, 
though  more  specific  7  Mr.  B.  thought  these 
words  "  reasonable"  and  "  materially"  too  indefi- 
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nite.  Why  not  avoid  all  obscurity  or  ambiguity 
by  saying  plainly  and  precisely  how  far  the  pret- 
erence  ^ould  be  extended  to  domestic  fabrics  ? 
Mr.  Williams's  amendment  would  give  this  pre- 
cision. The  bill,  it  was  true,  would  then  be  a 
nullity,  but  it  would  be  intelligible ;  and  as  the 
War  Department  had  heretofore  given  the  prefer- 
ence to  domestic  manufactures,  it  would  continue 
to  do  so;  but  the  limit  to  which  it  might  go 
would  be  fixed,  and  remove  all  doubt  or  discre- 
tion, dec. 

Mr.  Wilson  had  thought  this  bill  at  first  unne- 
cessary ;  but  as  it  had  appeared  that  the  conduct 
of  the  Commissary  General  of  Purchases  was 
somewhat  objectionable  in  regard  to  a  due  encour- 
agement of  the  domestic  manufactures,  he  was 
willing  to  provide  a  corrective.  Mr.  W.  obiierved, 
that  in  his  private  capacity  he  always  gave  a  pref- 
erence to  domestic  goods  when  he  could  obtain 
them  on  equal  terms  as  to  price  and  quality,  with 
foreign  articles.  Thus  far  he  was  willing  to  go 
in  bis  public  capacity,  and  if  an  opportunity  were 
afforded  to  him,  he  would  move  such  a  provision. 
To  give  this  opportimity,  and  because  he  approved 
the  proposition  suggested,  Mr.  Williams  with- 
drew his  amendment. 

Mr.  Wilson  then  moved  to  add  to  the  bill  the 
following  j)roviso:  "Provided  the  same  can  be 
procured  at  the  same  prices  as  goods  of  the  same 
Kind  and  quality  of  foreign  manufacture." 

Mr.  LowRiE  moved  to  add  to  the  proviso  the 
words,  "  having  due  r*gard  to  the  expense  of  trans- 
portation ;"  which  Mr.  Wilson  accepted  as  a  part 
of  his  amendment. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  offered  some  remarks  in  reply  to 
arguments  of  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  hill,  and 
entered  again  into  statements  to  show  that  it  was 
practicable  to  obtain  domestic  cottons  and  other 
articles,  of  superior  quality  to  like  articles  of  for- 
eign manufacture,  at  even  a  less  cost,  dec.  All  he 
desired  or  expected  to  obtain  by  this  bill  was  to 
intimate  to  the  Purchasing  Department  that  when 
domestic  clothing  could  be  obtained  as  cheap  and 
good  as  foreign,  he  was  to  prefer  it.  As  to  en- 
couragement of  domestic  manufactures  by  this  bill, 
it  was  scarcely  an  object ;  for.  at  most,  it  was  only 
to  provide  clothing  for  ten  tnousand  men,  which 
a  smgle  manufactory  could  do.  A  saving  of  mo- 
ney— a  prevention  of  waste — was  its  chief  argu- 
ment. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  some 
additional  observations  and  facts  to  defend  the 
Commissary  Gieneral  of  Purchases  against  reflec- 
tions thrown  out  on  the  correctness  of  his  conduct 
in  the  course  of  the  debate  of  yesterday  and  to- 
day. 

Mr.  Trimble  opposed  the  amendment  now  un- 
der consideration,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  im- 
pose on  the  Secretary  of  War  a  discretion  and  re- 
sponsibility very  difficult  to  discharge  with  satis- 
faction, dtc.  Mr.  T.  subjoined  some  remarks  on 
the  supply  of  the  Army  to  show,  its  defectiTe 
mode;  in  the  course  of  which  he  stated  a  fact  to 
enforce  his  opinions,  which  was,  on  one  occasion, 
some  years  ago  the  blankets  received  for  ^he  sol- 
diers of  the  8th  military  department,  being  of  for- 
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eign  fabric,  were  made  by  cutting  one  blanket  into 
two ;  and  were  of  a  texture  so  thin  that  the  in- 
specting officers  condemned  them,  and  the  com- 
manding officer  (General  Jesup)  actually  enclosed 
one  cf  them  in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
to  show  why  they  were  rejected.  He  argued  from 
this  fact,  and  others,  to  show  the  evils  and  incon- 
yeniences  of  such  supplies  at  remote  posts,  where 
better  could  not  be  promptly  substituted,  dec. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Wilson  was 
agreed  to,  by  yeas  and  nays — -39  to  3. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dickerson,  the  following 
section  was  added  to  the  bill : 

8kc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Th»t  it  >hall  be 
the  daty  of  the  CommiMary  General  of  Purchases  to 
tranamit,  annually,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  bia 
returns  of  contracts  for  supphes  of  clothing  the  Army 
•f  the  United  States,  copies  of  ail  the  proposals  made 
to  him,  for  furnishing  such  supplie». 

The  bill  as  amended  was  then  reported  to  the 
Senate. 

The  amendment  adopted  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson  coming  up  for  concurrence — 

Mr.  LLOYn  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of  it 
which  had  been  added  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
LowRiE,  viz :  ''  Having  a  due  regard  to  the  ex- 
pense oi  transportation." 

After  some  discussion,  in  which  the  motion  to 
strike  out  was  supported  by  Mes.srs.  Ltovn  and 
Smith,  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Lowrie, 
Brown,  Kino,  of  Alatxima,  Logan,  and  EnwARoa. 
the  motion  was  negatived. 

The  amendments  were  then  all  concurred  in, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
a  third  time. 

The  Senate,  at  about  half  past  3  o'clock,  went 
into  the  consideration  of  Executive  business ;  after 
which  they  adjourned. 


MoNHAY,  April  17. 

Mr.  Stokes,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 
of  John  Heaps,  deceased,"  reported  the  same  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Sanforh,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Beck  and  Harvey  ;'  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  S.  Jones  and 
Richard  Buckner,  junior,  administrators  of  Wil- 
hara  Jones ;"  the  bill,  eotitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  John  D,  Carter'' ;  and  also  the  bill,  enti- 
tled ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Angus  O.  Fraser 
and  others ;"  reported  the  same,  respectively,  with- 
out amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  B. 
and  P.  Jourdan,  brothers,  were  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  MoRRiL,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Stephen  Baxter,  late  paymaster  of 
the  third  regiment  of  New  Vork  volunteers  ;"  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Broce ;"  and,  also,  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 


Converse  and  George  Miller;"  reported  the  san^, 
respectively,  without  amendment.  He  also  re- 
ported the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  C.  Withers,"  with  an  amendment ;  which 
was  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Walkeb,  of  Alabama,  the 
memorial  of  John  M.  Chapron  and  others,  in  be- 
half of  the  French  emigrants  to  Alabama  engaged 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  and  olive,  wa.-^  refer- 
red to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Conmiittee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Louis  Joseph  de  Beaulieu," 
reported  the  same,  with  an  amendment ;  which 
was  read. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Louiiuana, 
respectinc  the  currency  of  foreign  gold  coins  ;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  Gabriel  Berzat,  de- 
ceased ;  and,  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  Hou^e,  and  ordered 
to  he  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hiave  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  liold- 
ing  confirmed  unlocated  claims  for  lands  in  the 
State  of  Illinois  f  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  .«upple- 
mentary  to  'An  act  providing  for  cases  of  lost  mil- 
itary land  warrants,  and  discharges  for  faithful 
services ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  legal  representatives  of  Henry  Willis;"  and 
als4j  a  bill,  cntilled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gen- 
eral James  Wilkinson ;"'  in  which  bills  they  re- 
quest the  copcurrence  of  the  Senate.  They  nave 
passed  the  bill,  which  originated  in  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  to  establish  a  district  court  in  the 
State  of  Alabama,"  with  amendments;  in  which 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  four  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  St'nate  took  up  the  amendment  of  the  other 
House,  to  the  bill  to  establish  a  district  court  in 
Alabama,  (reducing  the  salary  proposed  for  the 
judge  from  $2,000  to  81,500,  and  that  of  the  mar- 
shal from  S400  to  S200.) 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  of  Ala- 
bama, disagree^]  to  the  first  amendment,  touching 
the  salary  of  the  judge ;  and  agreed  to  the  second, 
with  an  amendment;  making  the  salary  of  the 
marshal  §250  instead  of  $200,  as  reduced  by  the 
House. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  per- 
sons holding  confirmed  unlocated  claims  for  laod.^ 
in  the  Sute  of  Illinois ;"  and  also  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Henry  Willis ;"  were  read  the  second  time,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  respectively  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  'An 
act  providing  for  cases  of  lost  military  land  war- 
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rants,  and  discharges  for  fiaitbful  servic«s ;"  and 
also  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gen- 
eral James  Wilkinson  ;'"  were  read  the  second  time, 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  respectively  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  theT relief 
of  the  heirs  of  Edward  McCarty ;  and,  no  amend- 
ment having  been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to 
the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  purchasers  oi  public  lands ;  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  it  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Thomas  Hunter ;  and,  no  amendment  having 
been  iztade  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House, 
an(|  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  declaring  the 
consent  of  Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  North  Caroliaa  ;  and  the  same 
having  been  amended,  by  filling  the  blank  therein, 
it  was  reported  to  the  House;  and,  the  amendment 
being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  further  to  provide  for  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men, (making  additional  provision  for  marine 
hospitals  at  certain  places,  to  be  supported,  as 
usual,  bv  a  contribution  of  twenty-five  cents  per 
month,  oy  the  registered  seamen,  dtc.)  Mr.  Par- 
rott's  amendment,  offered  to  the  bill  on  Satur- 
day, to  extend  the  provision  oi  the  bill  to  Missis- 
sippi boatmen  being  still  under  consideration,  some 
discussion  took  place,  not  so  much  on  the  princi- 
ple of  the  amendment,  as  on  the  propriety  of  dis- 
criminating between  the  different  kinds  of  boat- 
men, so  as  to  include  those  only  who  follow  the 
vocation  regularly,  and  not  those  who  are  casual 
hands,  or  go  for  a  single  trip,  Ac;  in  which 
Miwi.  RuGGLEs,  Leake,  Parrott,  Johnson,  of 
Louisiana,  Trlmble,  Logan,  and  Brown,  joined. 
The  proceeding  ended  in  postponing  the  bill,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Trimble,  who  wished  to  modify 
the  amendment,  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Babbour  laid  on  the  table  a  proposition,  so 
to  amend  the  rules  of  the  Senate  as,  substantially, 
to  give  a  priority  to  bills  from  the  other  House. 
*  The  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for 
defraying  the  expense  of  certain  surveys  of  the 
coast  of  North  Carolina,  and  for  other  purposes ; 
and  the  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  clothing  the 
army  in  domestic  manufactures;  were  severally 
read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  author- 
izing the  publication  of  part  of  the  secret  Journal 
of  the  Congress  under  the  Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion ;  and,  uo  amendment  having  been  made  there- 
to, it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  granting  cer- 
tain privileges  to  the  Ocean  Steamship  Company 
of  New  York  ;  and  the  same  having  been  amend- 
ed, the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resiuned,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and  Austin  L.  Sands,  legal 
representatives  of  Richardson  Sands,  deceased,  and 
others;  and,  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  M^ered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  Columbian 
Institute,  established  for  the  promotion  of  arts  and 
sciences  in  the  City  of  Washington  ;"  and  also  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  times  of  the  ses- 
sions of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia ;'"  reported  the  same,  respective- 
ly, without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  between  the  UniUM 
States  and  Richard  O'Brien,  late  American  Consul 
at  Algiers  ;  and  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of^the 
bill  to  authorize  the  heirs  of  Elisha  and  Williara 
Winter  to  institute  a  suit,  in  the  nature  of  a  peti- 
tion of  right,  against  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Roberts  offered  an  amendment,  limiting 
the  time  for  the  institution  of  such  suit  to  one  year; 
which  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Some  conversation  took  place  belwe<'n  Messrs. 
Otis,  Smith,  and  He  nter,  on  the  expediency  of 
making  an  iimovation  in  the  practice  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  a  single  case;  on  the  propriety  of  em- 
bracing other  claimsof  a  similar  character,  if  there 
be  any.  in  the  same  bill ;  and  by  Mr.  Smith  par- 
ticularly, on  a  doubt  whether  the  bill  did  not  in- 
fringe tne  Constitution,  or,  at  any  rate,  an  impor- 
tant principle  heretofore  adopted  and  adhered  to. 

The  bill  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

GRANT  OF  LAND  TO  OHIO. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  to  grant  to  Ohio  a 
pre-emption  right  to  a  section  of  land  in  each 
county  in  the  district  called  the  New  Purchase,  in 
that  State,  for  county  buildings,  dee.,  with  the 
amendment  reported  io,  the  bill  by  the  Land  Com- 
mittee, which  proposed  to  grant  only  a  quarter 
section  in  each  county  for  the  purpose  above  men- 
tioned. 

A  good  deal  of  debate  arose  on  the  expediency 
of  granting  this  pre-emption ;  on  the  injustice  cd* 
such  favors  to  one  State  and  not  to  another;  the 
propriety  of  making  the  provision  more  general, 
^.  Mes.sr8.  RcooLEs,  Lowbie,  Williams,  of 
Mississippi.  Trimble,  Leake,  Brown,  King,  of 
Alabama,  Roberts,  Walker,  of  Alabama,  and 
Eaton,  respectively,  bore  a  part  in  the  discussion ; 
in  the  course  of  which  Mr.  Williams  made  an  tin- 
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^     successful   motion   to  postpone  the  bill   indefin- 
itely. 

The  amendments  baring  been  a^eed  to,  Mr. 
Roberts  renewed  the  motion  to  postpone  the  bill 
indefinitely,  which  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays 
in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

FiAt — Merari.  Barboar,  Brown,  Burrill,  Dana,  Ea- 
ton, Gaillard,  Honey,  Kin^  of  Alahama,  Meilen,  Plea- 
•anU,  RoberU,  Smith,  Tajlor,  Van  Dyke,  Williams  of 
Miaaiasippi,  and  Wihfon — 16. 

Nats — Messrs.  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Hunter,  King 
of  New  York,  Lanman,  Leake,  Logan,  Lowrie,  Macon, 
Noble,  Otis,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Rugglea,8anford,8tokea, 
Thomas,  Trimble,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of 
Georgia,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee — 21. 

The  bill  was  then  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

PAY  OF  NAVY  SURGEONS. 

The  Senate  next  took  up,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  of  surgeons  of 
the  Navy. 

Mr.  Pleasants  explained  the  grounds  on  which 
the  Naval  Committee  had  proceeded  in  reporting 
this  bill,  and  in  deciding  on  the  amount  of  pay  to 
be  allowed  to  surgeons,  according  to  the  character 
of  the  service  in  which  they  are  employed,  dec, 
and  proceeded  to  move  that  the  blanks  be  filled 
with  various  sums,  which  were  successively  agreed 
to. 

The  bill  having  been  gone  through  and  reported, 
it  wasj  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burrill,  who  wished  a 
little  time  to  examine  it  in  comparison  with  the 
pay  allowed  to  surgeons  of  the  Army,  postponed 
ill  to-morrow. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Trim- 
ble, was  taken  *ip,  and  after  a  few  words  from 
Mr.  Barbour,  expressive  of  a  hope  that  the  reso- 
lution would  not  be  used  to  retard  the  passa^  of 
the  bill  extending  the  charters  of  the  banks,  which 
was  of  great  importance  to  the  people  of  the  Dis- 
trict— it  was  agreed  to,  viz : 

Rrsoiced,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  caosc 
to  b«  prepared  and  laid  before  the  Senate  a  statement 
showing  the  amount  of  capital  subscribed  and  paid,  to 
each  bank  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  particularly 
specifying  the  time  and  mode  of  payment,  the  parts 
thereof  which  have  been  paid  in  specie,  and  the  parts 
thereof  which  have  been  paid,  or  which  consist  in  stock 
notes,  or  in  any  other  species  of  nominal  capital ;  and 
to  report  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  which  of  said  banks 
have  by  themseUes,  or  their  agenU,  purchaaed  in  the 
stock*  of  their  respective  banks,  and,  if  any ,  the  amoant 
so  purchased. 

The  following  resolution  also  submitted  by  Mr. 
Trimble,  on  Saturday,  was  next  taken  up  for 
consideration  : 

Raohatd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  require  from  the  officers  of 
the  banks  in  raid  District,  now  applying  to  Congress 
for  a  renewal  of  their  chartera,  an  attested  list  of  their 
respective  stockholders,  stating  the  amoant  due  from 
each  stockholder,  and  whether  any  part  of  the  stock 
is  formally  or  virtually  pledged  ibr  the  pajment 
UMreoC  ..,» 

Mr.  Oti8  objected  to  the  extent  to  which  this 


resolution  went ;  much  of  the  information  caHed 
for  by  the  resolutions  was  perhaps  necessary,  but 
that  part  which  called  for  an  exposure  of  the  af- 
fairs of  the  individual  stockholders  he  thought  was 
not  altogether  proper,and  was  perhaps  unnecessary. 
Mr.  Trimble  had  no  desire  to  pry  into  the  con- 
cerns of  the  individual  stockholders,  but  he  wished 
to  ascertain  the  real  capital  of  the  banks,  and 
what  part  thereof  was  merely  nominal,  previously 
to  acting  on  the  bill  for  recbartering  them.  He 
was  willing  to  accept  a  modification,  however, 
which  would  make  it  more  acceptable,  and  to  give 
time  for  it,  he  moved  the  postponement  of  the  res- 
olution until  to-morrow;  which  motion  was  agreed 
to,  aad  the  resolution  was  postponed  accordingly. 


,'  ToESDAY,  April  18. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  15th  instant,  for  requiring  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  report  to  the  Senate  a  system,  in 
his  opinioii,  best  calculated  to  protect  the  territorial 
frontier  of  the  United  States  ;  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  it  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  1.5th  instant,  for  in.struc ting  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia  to  require  cer- 
tain information  relative  to  the  stockholders  in  the 
respective  bonks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  now 
applying  to  Congres-s  for  a  renewal  of  their  char- 
ters ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Trimble,  it  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  in  the  State  of 
Illinois,  who  reside  within  the  Vincennes  land  dis- 
trict," reported  the  same  with  amendments;  which 
were  read. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  to  whom,  by  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  of  the  13th  instant,  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Eliphalet  Loud  and  others ;  and  the  report 
was  read. 

Mr.  Sanford  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration  : 

Raolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  lay  before  the 
Senate,  at  the  commencement  of  its  nei't  session,  a 
staUment  of  all  annuities  payable  by  the  United  Statea 
to  Indians  or  Indian  tribes,  or  under  treaties  with 
Indians;  distinguishing  the  several  annuities,  the 
periods  during  which  they  are  respectively  payable; 
and  exhibiting  the  capitals  or  present  values  o\  such 
annuities,  computing  the  annual  interest,  at  aix  per 
centum. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  publication  of 
part  of  the  secret  Journal  of  Congress,  under  the 
Articles  of  Confederation,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Tne  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Gabriel  Berzat,  deceased,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Edward 
McCarty  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Dill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Hunter  was 
rt'ad  a  third  time,  and  passed.  •■  ■^•i^*s»*^^' -» 
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*  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and 
Austin  L.  Sands,  legal  representatives  of  Richard- 
son Sands,  deceased,  and  others,  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts between  the  United  Sutes  and  Richard 
O'Brien,  late  American  Consul  at  Algiers,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  insist  on  their 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  estab- 
lish a  district  court  in  the  State  of  Alabama,"  and 
disa^7«e  to  that  proposed  by  the  Senate  upon  con- 
curring in  the  second  amendment  to  the  said  bill. 
They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  ex- 
tending the  time  allowed  for  the  redemption  of 
land  sold  for  direct  taxes,  in  certain  cases ;"  a  bill, 
entitled  ''An  act  to  annex  certain  lands  within  the 
Territory  of  Michigan  to  the  District  of  Detroit ;" 
and,  also,  a  resolution,  giving  the  consent  of  Con- 
g^ress  to  a  compact  concluded  between  the  States 
of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  for  the  settlement  of 
their  boundary  line  ;  in  which  bills  and  resolution 
they  request  tne  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  said  two  bills  and  resolution  were  read,  and 
severally  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  extending  the  time 
allowed  for  the  redemption  of  land  sold  for  direct 
taxes,  in  certain  cases,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  annex  certain  lands 
within  the  Territory  of  Michigan  to  the  District 
of  Detroit,"  was  read  the  second  time,  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

The  resolution  giving  the  consent  of  Congress 
to  a  compact  concluded  between  the  States  of  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee,  for  the  settlement  of  their 
boundary  line,  was  read  the  second  time,  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Logan, 
Eaton,  and  Bi'rrill  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  provide  further  for  the  relief  of  sick  and 
disabled  seamen — Mr.  Pahbott'8  amendment  be- 
ing yet  imder  consideration. 

The  amendment  was  so  modified,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Trimble,  as  to  suit  the  view  he  had  previously 
expressed  in  the  discussion — not  varying  material- 
ly, however,  from  the  original  proposition ;  and 
tne  amendment  being  then  agreed  to,  the  bill  was 
ordered  te  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  next  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  granting  to  the  Ocean  Steamboat  Compa- 
ny of  New  York  certain  privileges. 

Some  debate  arose  on  tne  propriety  of  granting 
some  of  the  proposed  advantages  to  this  company, 
that  particularly  of  the  drawback  on  foreign  coal 
consumed  by  the  steam  vessel ;  in  which  Mr.  Par- 
rott op|K>sed  It  on  principle,  and  it  was  defended 
by  Messrs.  Dickerson,  Kino,  of  New  York,  and 
Johnson,  of  Louisiana.  After  an  unsuccessful 
motion  by  Mr.  Parrott,  to  postpone  the  bill  in- 
definitely. It  was  on  HMtion  of^Mr.  Wilson,  who 


wished  a  little  further  time  to  look  into  the  prori- 
sions  of  the  bill,  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  some  days 
ago  by  Mr.  Smith,  was  taken  up  for  consideration  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inqnireJf  any,  or  what,  further  lawa  are 
necessary  to  give  facility  to  the  surrender  of  any  person 
held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State,  ander  the  laws 
thereof,  escaping  into  another,  to  bis  or  her  proper 
owner,  and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise." 

Mr.  S.  stated  the  grounds  of  his  motion ;  and, 
after  some  conversation  on  the  improbability  of 
getting  a  bill  through  so  late  in  the  session,  on  a 
subject  which  had  twice  failed  at  previous  sessions, 
which  was  Mr.  Bdrrill's  objection  to  the  inqui- 
ry ;  and  some  explanations  by  Mr.  Wilson  and 
Mr.  LowRiE,  relative  to  the  law  of  Pennsylvania 
restraining  justices  of  the  peace  from  acting  under 
the  charge  of  runaway  slaves,  the  resolution  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Ohio  the  pre-emption 
right  to  a  section  of  land  in  certain  counties,  for 
county  purposes — the  amendment  reported  thereto 
by  the  Committee  of  Public  Lauds  (reducing  the 
quantity  to  one  quarter  section)  being  yet  under 
consideration — 

Mr.  Rdgqles  submitted  a  few  additional  re- 
marks against  the  amendment ;  when  ihe  question 
was  taken,  and  the  amendment  agreed  to — ayes  15, 
noes  9. 

The  bill  being  reported  to  the  Senate,  the  amend- 
ment was  concurred  in;  and  after  some  further 
discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  bill,  and  amend- 
ments offered  to  it — chiefly  by  Messrs.  Trimsu:, 
Rdogles,  and  Eaton — the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading — ayes  19,  noes  13. 

HEIRS  OF  E.  dt  W.  WINTER. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  heirs  of  Elisha  and 
William  Winter  to  institute  a  suit  in  equity,  in 
the  nature  of  a  petition  of  right,  against  the  United 
States,  was  then  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Smith  spoke  against  the  impolicy  and  the 
bad  tendency,  though  he  no  longer  doubted  its  con- 
stitutionality, of  granting  this  privilege,  which,  if 
once  admitted,  would  extend  to  many  other  eases: 
the  probable  injury  and  injustice  to  tue  interest  oi 
the  United  States,  which  would  grow  out  of  it ; 
and  generally  against  the  policy  of  the  privilege, 
whicn,  though  permitted  in  England,  would  be  an 
unwise  innovation  in  this  country. 

Mr.  Hunter  replied,  that  the  Land  Committee 
were  not  the  advocates  of  the  petitioners,  but  had 
reported  this  -bill,  and  recommended  this  course, 
to  relieve  themselves  from  the  perilous  responsi- 
bility of  reporting  against  the  United  Status,  in  a 
case  involving  from  one  to  perhaps  three  millions 
of  dollars.  He  argued  at  some  length  in  suf^rt 
of  the  eqaity  and  the  good  policy  of  thus  permit- 
ting a  claimant  to  establish  his  claim  by  petition 
of  right  in  a  court  of  justice,  and  against  the 
competency  of  Congress  so  far  to  assume  the 
character  of  judges  as  to  decide  with  justice,  and 
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with  a  due  investigation,  claims  of  such  magni- 
tude, Ac. 

.  Mr.  Van  Dyke  argued,  from  the  nature  of  this 
cas^  that  it  was  such  a  one  as  might  be  decided 
hy  tne  courts  without  the  intervention  of  Congress, 
either  by  an  action  of  ejectment  against  purchasers 
of  any  portion  of  this  land  under  the  United  States, 
or  by  the  claimants  themselves  entering  upon  the 
possession  and  sustaining  a  suit  to  support  it.  Mr. 
Van  D.  doubted  the  policy  of  setting  the  example 
proposed  by  this  bill ;  he  thought  it  a  dangerous 
experiment,  and  adduced  facts  and  arguments  in 
support  of  his  opinion. 

The  discussion  of  this  bill  enlarged  into  a  de- 
bate of  wide  scope  and  very  considerable  length ; 
turning  principally  on  the  policv  of  the  bill,  un- 
connected with  the  merits  of  the  claim,  though 
the  validity  of  the  claim  was  occasionally  touched 
on.  The  bill  was  advocated  much  at  length  by 
Messrs.  HcNTEH,  Mellen,  Edwards,  Williams, 
of  Tennessee,  and  Johnson,  of  Louisiana;  and 
was  opposed  earnestly  by  Messrs,  Smith,  Bar- 
Booi,  Lanman,  and  Dickerson. 

To  try  the  strength  of  the  bill  by  a  specific  mo- 
tion, Mr.  Van  Dyke  moved  to  postpone  it  to  a  day 
beyond  the  session  ;  which  motion  was  negatived: 
Yeas  16,  nays  19;  and 

The  bill  being  reported  to  the  Senate,  it  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  by  the 
following  vote : 

YiAB — MeMre.  Brown,  Burrill,  D«n»,  Etton,  Ed- 
wardi.  Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnwn  of  Louisiana,  Leake. 
Lowrie,  Mfllen,  Noble,  Oti«,  Parrott,  Pleacants,  Rug- 
glea,  Taylor,  Thomag,  Trimble,  Williama  of  MiMwaip- 
pi,  WiUiamf  of  TenneMer,  Wilson — 23. 

Nats— Mrawa.  Barbour,  Dickerron,  Elliot,  Gail- 
lard.  King:  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lanman, 
Logan,  Macon,  Morril,  Palmer,  RoberU  Sanfurd, 
Smith,  Stokei,  Tichenor,  Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  .Ala- 
bama, Wdkerof  Georgia— 19. 


Wednesday,  April  19. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  tor  the  relief  of  General 
James  Wilkinson,"  reported  the  same,  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
Henry  Willis,"  reported  the  same,  without  amend- 
ment. 

•  Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village 
of  Peoria,  in  the  State  of  Illinois;  and  the  same 
was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
regulating  the  pay  of  surgeons  in  th<«  naval  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States;  and  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the   consideration  of  the  bill  respecting 

Eracy  and  other  crimes;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
CHRiLL,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 
The  bill  to  provide  for  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
raen  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 


The  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Ohio  the  right 
of  pre-emption  to  certain  sections  of  land  was 
read  a  thind  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  con-sideration  of  the  bill  explanatory 
of  the  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  certain  grounds 
belonging  to  the  United  States  in  the  City  of 
Washington ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Hokteb,  it 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bdl  for 
the  relief  of  Lewis  H.  Guerlain,  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  it  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Willia.ms,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
inittee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  entitled  "An  act  to  annex  certain  lands  within 
the  Territory  of  Michigan  to  the  land  district  of 
Detroit,"'  reported  the  some  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  establishing 
the  grade  of  Rear  Admiral  in  the  Naval  Service 
of  the  United  States;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Pleasants,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Trimble,  from  the  Conunittee  on  Military 
Afiairs,  reported  a  bill  further  to  regulate  the  me- 
dical department  of  the  Army,  {ret{uiring  of  the 
principal  and  assistant  apothecaries  general,  bond 
and  security  for  their  faithful  conduct,  and  grant- 
ing to  the  surgeon  general  the  privilege  of  frank- 
ing official  letters;]  which  was  read. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  San- 
roRD  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Leiper ;  the 
bill  confirming  the  proceedings  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Cahokia,  in  Illinois,  in  laying  out  a  town,  &c. ; 
;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Ogden ;  and 
the  bill  from  the  other  House,  authorizing  the 
printing  and  distribution  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  were  sever- 
ally taken  up,  considered,  the  three  first  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  all  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

ALABAMA  DISTRICT  COURT. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  message  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  announcing  that  they  insist  on 
their  amendments  to  the  bill  establLshing  a  dis- 
trict court  in  Alabama,  (reducing  the  sauries  of 
the  judge  and  marshal,  the  former  to  ^1,500,  and 
the  latter  to  .$200.) 

Mr.  WALKER,of  Alabama,  moved  that  the  Sen- 
ate insist  on  their  disagreement  to  the  first  of  these 
amendments,  and  ask  a  conference  thereon. 

Mr.  BcRRiLL  opjjosed  the  motion,  and  made 
some  remarks  against  the  expediency  of  insisting 
in  a  ca.se  of  this  kind,  which  might,  from  the  de- 
termination evinced  by  the  other  House,  destroy 
the  bill  altogether;  wnen  in  fact  the  salary,  as 
reduced  by  that  House,  would  yet  be  higher  than 
that  of  some  other  judges,  4,c. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  and  Mr.  Walker,  of 
Alabama,  replied,  and  urged  the  extent  of  duties 
which  that  judge  would  have  to  perform,  in  com- 
parison with  others,  to  show  that  the  salary  ol 
82,(X>0,  proposed  by  the  Senate,  would  not  be  too 
much. 

The  motion   to  insist  ^ms  negatived,  and  the 


621 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


622 


April,  1820. 


Judicial  Spttem — TV  Nary. 


Senatb. 


Senate  receded  from  their  disagreement  to  both 
the  amendments  of  the  House. 

JUDICIAL  SYSTEM. 

The  Senate  took  up,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  Wilson  in  the  Chair,  the  bill  further  to  ex 
tend  the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States,  in- 
troduced some  time  since  by  Mr.  Blrrill. 

This  bill  embraces  a  number  of  provisions  touch- 
ing the  powers  of  the  judges,  the  administration  of 
justice  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  the  right 
of  appeal,  &€. 

Mr.  Busrill  reviewed,  successively,  the  differ- 
ent sections  of  the  bill,  explaining  to  the  Senate 
briefly  their  object,  Yhe  defects  of  the  present  sys- 
tem intended  to  be  remedied.  Ac.  When  he  had 
concluded — 

Mr.  Smith,  for  reasons  which  he  stated  at  large, 
moved  to  strike  out  the  following  section,  being 
the  last  in  the  bill : 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever, 
upon  any  indictment,  information,  or  other  criminal 
prosecution,  in  any  State  court,  the  party  defendant 
shall  set  up  in  bii  defence,  under  the  general  iuue,  or 
otherwise,  any  right,  authority,  or  duty,  claimed  and 
exercised  by  virtue  of  the  Constitution,  treaties,  or 
laws  of  the  United  States,  and  the  decision  of  the  court 
before  which  tlie  same  shall  be  pending  shall  be  against 
the  vaUdity  of  such  right,  authority,  or  duty,  if  the 
same  shall  not  utberwike  fully  appear  of  record,  the 
party  defendant  shall  be  entitled  to  file  his  bill  of  ex- 
ceptions to  such  decision  at  any  time  before  judgment 
rendered  thereon ;  and  such  bill  of  exceptions,  being 
found  true,  shall  be  signed  and  acknowledged  by  the 
same  court,  or  by  the  presiding  judge  thereof,  and  re- 
corded among  the  records  of  the  court ;  and  in  every 
case  where  it  shall  appear  of  record  that  the  court 
shall  have  decided  against  the  validity  of  such  right, 
authority,  or  duty,  a  writ  of  error  shall  lie  from  the 
judgment  rendered  on  said  indictment,  information,  or 
other  prosecution,  to  tbe  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  at  any  time  wiibin  five  years  after  the  rendi- 
tion of  such  judgment;  and  said  court  shall  have  full 
authority  to  judge  therein,  and  to  affirm  or  reverse  the 
same,  an  justice  and  law  shall  require:  Provided,  how- 
ever, That  no  writ  of  error  shall  operate  as  a  stay  of 
execution  of  such  judgment,  unleas  the  party  defend- 
ant, during  the  same  term  in  which  judgment  shall  be 
paased,  shall  enter  into  a  recogniiance  in  such  State 
court,  in  a  reasonable  sum,  with  good  and  sufficient 
sureties,  to  sue  forth  such  writ  of  error  within  thirty 
days  after  such  recognizance  shall  be  acknowledged, 
returnable  to  the  next  t«rm  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
lb«  United  States,  which  shall  be  holden  after  sixty 
days  from  the  time  of  the  rendition  of  such  judgment, 
and  to  proaecuie  the  same  writ  to  effect,  and  to  abide 
the  final  judgment  and  deciiion  of  the  court  rendered 
thereon  ;  and  in  default  thereof,  that  such  recognizance 
shall  be  forfeited;  and  in  case  such  judgment  shall  be 
affirmed,  the  Supremo  Court  shall  award  reasonable 
coats  against  the  plaintiff  in  error,  and  shall  remand 
the  cause  to  the  Slate  court  for  execution,  according 
to  the  original  judgment. 

On  this  motion  a  debate  of  considerable  dura- 
tion arase,  in  which  the  motion  to  strike  out  the 
section  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Smith,  Low- 
rib,  Lanman,  and  Walker,  of  Georgia ;  and  was 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Borrill,  Mellen.  and  Oti8. 


The  motion  was  finally  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  14,  nays  11;  and  the  bill  was  then 
reported  to  the  Senate,  and  postponed  to  Saturday. 

THE  NAVY. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  building  of  a  certain 
number  of  small  vessels  of  war  was  taken  up  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  where  the  object  ofthe 
bill  and  the  necessity  of  this  kind  of  force  was 
explained  by  Mr.  Pleasants,  and  the  blanks  be- 
ing filled,  and  the  bill  amended,  it  was  repcM^ed 
to  the  Senate  in  the  following  shape  : 

Beit  enacted,  Ac,  That  the  President  ofthe  United 
States  is  hereby  aothorized  to  cause  to  be  built  and 
equip{>ed  any  number  of  small  vessels  of  war  (not  ex- 
ceeding seren)  which,  in  his  judgment,  the  public  ser- 
vice may  require  ;  the  said  vesaels  to  be  of  a  force  not 
more  than  tweke  guns  each,  according  to  the  discre- 
tion ofthe  President.  And,  for  carrying  this  act  into 
effect,  the  sum  of  $60,000  is  hereby  appropriated,  to 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriat(;d. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time,  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Thursday,  April  20. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  A£&irs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act, 
providing  for  the  cases  of  lost  military  land  war- 
rants and  discharges  for  faithful  service,"  reported 
the  same,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  the  publication  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  lor  other  purposes,"  report- 
ed the  saine  with  an  amendment,  which  was  read. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  H.  Guerlain; 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Peoria,  in  the  State  of  Illinois ;  and,  also, 
the  bill  further  to  regulate  the  medical  department 
of  the  army,  were  severally  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  paymasters  of  the  United  States'  army ;  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  granting  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  actual  settlers'on  the  public 
lands;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr,  Williams,  of  Mis- 
sis.sippi,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Johnson  of  Lousianau  the 
petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Parish  of  St. 
Mary's,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana^raying  that 
the  custom-house  for  the  district  of  Teche  may  be 
removed  from  Novs^  Iberia  and  established  at  the 
village  of  Franklin,  upon  the  bayou  Teche,  in  the 
said  parish,  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  cause  the  laws  of  Michigan  Ter- 
ritory to  be  printed  and  distributed,"  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  confirming  the  proceedings  of  the  in- 
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habiunts  of  the  village  of  Cahokia,  in  the  State 
of  Illinois,  in  laying  out  a  town  on  the  commons 
of  said  village,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Elisha  Winter  and  William  Winter 
to  institute  a  bill  in  equity  in  the  nature  of  a  peti- 
tion of  right  against  the  United  States,  was  read 
a  third  time,  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Van  Dyke, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Ogden  and 
others  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Leiper  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  building  of  a  certain 
flumber  of  small  vessels  of  war  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for 
Ihe  relief  of  Daniel  Bickley  and  Catharine  Clark, 
administratrix  of  John  Clark,  deceased,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supplementary 
to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  setapartanddispo.se 
of  certain  public  lands  for  the  encouragement  of 
the  cultivation  of  the  vine  and  olive;  and,  on  mo- 
tion bv  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  appropriate 
a  room  or  rooms  in  the  custom-house  now  erecting 
in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  to  the  use  of  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  for  the  State  of 
Louisiana;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Kino,  of  Ala- 
bama, it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Rucoles,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  dt.scharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  petitions  of  Antoine  Brown  and  of 
George  Harpole. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  had  been  referred,  reported  a  bill  to 
limit  the  term  of  office  to  four  years  of  certain  offi- 
cers, [collectors  of  the  customs,  district  attorneys, 
navy  agents,  registers,  receivers  of  public  money, 
paymasters,  pursers,  naval  officers,  port  surveyors, 
dbc. ;]  which  was  redd. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  granting*certain  privileges  to  the  Ocean  Steam- 
ship Company  of  New  York ;  and,  no  amendment 
being  offered  to  the  bill,  the  question  was  taken  on 
ordering  it  to  a  third  reading,  and  decided  in  the 
negative — yeas  11,  nays  12. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  McNair,  and 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Braden,  were 
severally  considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  respectively. 

The  bill  to  change  the  port  of  entry  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Teche,  in  Louisiana,  was  taken  up,  and, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Dickerson,  postponed  indefi- 
nitely. 

R0AD8  AND  CANALS. 
The  Senate  then  took  up,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  in  the  Chair,)  the 


bill  "to  authorize  the  appointment  of  certain  com- 
missioners to  lay  out  the  road  and  canals  therein 
mentioned ;"  which  was  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals  bv  Mr.  King,  of  New 
York,  on  the  4th  instant,  to  which  committee  had 
been  referred  the  memorials  on  the  subject  from 
the  Legislatures  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Ac. 
The  bill  is  as  follows : 

Wherefts,  by  the  continuation  of  the  Cumberland 
road  from  Wheeling:,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  throogh 
the  State*  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  the  lanJa  of 
the  United  States  may  become  more  valaabia— 

Be  it  enacted,  Ac,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  appoint  three 
impartial  and  judicious  persons,  not  being  citizens  of 
any  of  the  States  aforesaid,  to  be  commissioners,  und, 
in  caM  of  the  death  or  resignation  of  any  of  them,  to 
appoint  other  and  like  persons  in  their  place,  who 
shall  have  power  carefully  to  examine  the  country  be- 
tween Wheeling,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  a  point 
uR  the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi  river,  to  be  chosen 

by  said  commissioners,  between  the ,  and  to  lay 

out  a  road  from  Wheeling,  aforesaid,  to  the  point  so 
to  be  chosen  on  the  left  bank  of  the  rivpr  Mississippi ; 
the  said  road  to  be  on  a  straight  line,  or  as  nearly  so 
as,  having  a  due  regard  to  the  condition  an  J  situation 
of  the  ground  and  water-courses  over  which  the  same 
shall  be  laid  out,  ahall  be  deemed  expedient  and  prac- 
ticable. And  said  commissioners  shall  have  power  to 
employ  able  surveyors,  cbainbearers,  and  other  neces- 
sary sssiftants,  in  laying  out  said  road.  The  said  road 
to  be  eighty  feet  wide,  and  designated  by  marked  trees, 
stakes,  or  other  conspicuous  monuments,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  every  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  at  every  angle  of 
deviation  from  a  straight  line.  .And  the  said  commis- 
sioners shall  cause  to  be  made,  and  delivered  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  an  accurate  plan  of 
said  road,  so  laid  out  by  them  as  aforesaid,  with  a 
written  report  of  their  proceedings,  describing  (herein 
the  State  lines  crossed,  and  the  marks,  monuments, 
courses,  and  distances,  by  which  the  said  road  shall  be 
designated;  describing  also  the  water-courses,  and  the 
nature  and  quality  of  the  ground  over  which  the  same 
shall  be  laid  out ;  they  shall,  moreover,  divide  said  road 
into  sections  of  not  more  than  ten,  nor  less  than  five 
miles  long,  noticing  the  materials  that  may  be  used 
in  making,  and  giving  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of 
making  each  section  of  the  road  aforesaid. 

Sxc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  order 
to  open  the  communication  and  promote  the  inter- 
course between  the  States,  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  appoint 
three  impartial  and  judicious  persons,  not  being  citi- 
zens of  either  of  the  States  of  Maryland,  Delaware,  or 
New  Jersey,  to  be  commissioners,  and,  in  caae  of  the 
death  or  resignation  of  any  of  them,  to  appoint  other 
and  like  persons  in  their  place,  who  shall  have  power 
to  employ  «uch  able  surveyors,  cbainbearers,  and  other 
assistants,  as  they  may  deem  necessary,  and  they 
ahall  proceed  carefully  to  view  and  examine  the  route 
of  the  Chi-sapeake  and  Delaware  Canal,  as  already 
laid  out,  together  with  the  adjacent  country  ;  and, 
also,  the  route  of  the  proposed  canal  from  the  tide 
watera  of  the  river  Delaware  to  the  tide  waters  of  the 
Raritan  river,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey  ;  and,  upon 
such  virw  and  examination,  to  determine  whether  said 
canals,  respectively,  be  laid  out  in  such  places  in  such 
manner  as  will  best  promote  the  general  interests  of 
the  United  States,  and  whether  the  same  ought  to  be 


varied  or  altered  in  any  reapect,  either  in  regard  to 
the  route,  plan,  or  dimensions  of  the  canals;  and  also 
to  estimate  the  expense  of  making  And  finishing  said 
canals.  And  the  said  commissioners  shall  cause  to  be 
made  accurate  plans  of  said  canals,  and  make  report, 
in  writing,  of  their  proceedings  and  opinions,  with  au 
eatimate  of  the  expense  of  making  and  completing  said 
canals,  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  be  by 
him  communicated  to  Congress. 

Sic.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  com- 
missioners, surveyors,  cbainbearers,  and  other  neces- 
aary  assistants,  to  be  appointed  in  pursuance  of  this 
act,  shall  severally  take  an  oath,  or  affirmation,  faith- 
fully and  diligently  to  perform  their  respective  duties, 
and  shall  receive,  in  full  compensation  for  their  ser- 
vices   and   expenses,  each  commissioner dollars, 

each  anrveyor dollars,  and  each  other  necessary 

assistant  ——  dollars,  for  each  day  in  which  they 
^all  be  necessarily  employed  in  the  senice  aforesaid : 
Prodded  alwaj/t,  and  it  is  hereby  further  enacted 
and  declared.  That  nothing  in  this  set  contained,  or 
that  shall  be  done  in  pursuance  thereof,  shall  be  deemed 
or  construed  to  imply  any  obhgation  on  the  part  of  the 
United  Slates  to  make,  or  to  defray  the  expense  of 
making,  the  roads  and  canals  hereby  authorized  to  be 
examined  or  laid  out,  nor  of  any  of  them,  nor  of  any 
part  of  any  of  them. 

Stc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That thou- 

aand  dollars  be,  and  are  hereby,  appropriated  to  defray 
the  expenae  of  laying  out  the  roads  and  canals  sfore- 
said. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  offered  some  remarks 
in  support  of  the  utility  of  the  objects  embraced 
by  the  bill,  its  general  expediency,  dbc,  and  after 
some  discussion  rather  on  the  question  of  connect- 
ing in  one  bill  the  different  objects  it  embraces — 

Mr.  Otis  moved  that  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed  ;  which  motion 
was  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows : 

Ykab — Measrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Burrill,  Eaton, 
Elliot,  Gaillard,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, Leake,  Macon,  Mcllen,  Morril,  Otis,  Palmer, 
Pleasants,  Smith,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of 
Georgia,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee — 19. 

Nats — Messrs.  Dana,  Dickrrson,  Edwards,  Horsey, 
Hunter,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  King  of  New  York, 
Lanman,  Lowrie,  Noble,  Parrott,  Roberta,  Ruggles, 
Sanford,  Stokes, Taylor,  Thomas,  Trimble,  Van  Dyke, 
Williams  of  Misstaaippi,  and  Wilson — 21. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Friday,  April  21. 

Mr.  Horsey  presented  the  memorial  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Alexandria,  against  any  innovation  in  the 
judicial  system  of  the  District  of  Columbia;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  paymasters  of  the  United 
States'  army,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  bill  to  limit  the  term  of  office  to  certain 
officers  therein  mentioned,  and  for  other  purposes, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 


iaformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  pused 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  an  uniform 
mode  of  discipline  and  field  exercise  for  the  militia 
of  the  United  States,"  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They  have  also  passed 
the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  for  clothing  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  in  domestic  manufactures,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  said  amend- 
ments, and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Dickerson,  they 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
twice  read,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Militia. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  engrossed  bill  confirm- 
ing the  proceedings  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Cahokia,  m  the  State  of  Illinois,  in  laying 
out  a  town  on  the  commons  of  said  village,  it 
having  been  previously  read  a  third  time ;  and  the 
bill  was  then  passed. 

Mr.  Logan,  from  the  select  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  resolution  giving  the  consent  of 
Congress  to  a  compact  concluded  between  the 
States  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  for  the  settle- 
ment of  their  boundary  line,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment. 

The  President  commimicated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of  John 
M.  Chapron  and  others,  French  emigrants,  en- 
gaged in  cultivating  the  vine  and  olive  in  Alabama, 
adverse  to  any  relaxation  of  the  act  authorizing 
the  grants  to  them. 

The  Senate  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  appropriate  a  room 
or  rooms  in  the  custom-house  now  erecting  at  New 
Orleans,  to  the  u.se  of  the  district  court  ofthe  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  State  of  Louisiana ,  and  having 
been  amended  and  reported  to  the  Senate,  some 
debate(took  place  on  the  merits  of  the  bill,  in  which 
Its  expediency  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Eaton,  and 
was  supported  by  Mr.  Brown  ;  after  which  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Matthew 
McNair,  and  the  bill  from  the  other  House,  for  the 
relief  of  Elizabeth  Braden,  were  severally  read  the 
third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  other  House. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  re- 
vive the  power  of  the  commissioners  for  ascertain- 
ing and  settling  land  claims,  in  the  district  of  De- 
troit, at  Green  Bay,  and  at  Prairie  des  Chiens; 
which  was  read. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Sm)^h(for 
the  settlement  of  his  accounts  as  army  paymaster) 
was  taken  up,  and,  after  some  discussion  of  the 
case,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  23  to  10. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  Lyon  was 
taken  up,  and  after  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Barbour 
on  the  propriety  of  a  general  provision  for  such 
cases,  as  proposed  by  his  resolutions,  the  bill  was 
postponed  to  Monday. 

Tne  Senate  next  took  up  the  bill  from  the  other 
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House,  "  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  for  the  es-  |  coals  of  England,  on  the  consumption  of  which  by 
tablishment  and  reflation  of  the  Treasury,  War,  '  the  steamships  of  the  company  it  was  proposed  to 
and  Nary  Departments,"  respecting  transfers  of  j  allow  a  drawback,  was  the  only  kind  which  could 
appropriations,  and  carrying  surplusses  of  appro-  be  used  without  injury  to  the  metal  apparatus  of 
priations  to  the  sinking  fund.  the  ships,  dec.     This  last   feature  however,  Mr. 

The  object  of  tl»e  bill,  and  the  circumstances    Otis  moved  to  strike  out;  which  motion  was  agreed 
which  rendert-d  it  expedient,  were  explained  to  the    to — ayes  19,  noes  12 ;  and  the  bill,  thus  amended, 

Senate,  by  Mr.  Sa!«ford,  considerably  in  detail;    was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time 

after  which,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third    ayes  20. 

time ;  as  was  also  the  bill  from  the  other  House,  J  .    ^      

-  1  .    -  ■         . 


for  the  relief  of  John  Steele. 

Mr.  RoREBTS  moved  that  the  Committee  of 
Claims  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  of  Jacques  Villere,  for  certain 
losses  sustamed  by  the  operations  of  the  American 
Army  near  New  Orleans,  in  1814 — 1815. 

Mr.  JoH.NsoN,  of  Louisiana,  opposed  the  motion, 
and  supported  th?  justice  of  the  claim  to  indemnity; 
stating  that,  besides  these  losses,  which  were  of  a 
characteralways  indemnified  by  Government,  Gov- 
ernor Villere  had  sustained  other  losses,  at  the  same 
juncture,  of  perhaps  J^IOO.OOO,  for  which  he  set  up 
no  claim,  &c.  The  motion  was  not  finally  de- 
cided to-day. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting,  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  copies  of  the  corresspondence  between  the 
Ministers  or  agents  of  the  United  States  and  the 
Ministers  or  Government  of  Sweden,  relative  to 


Monday,  April  24. 

A  message  from  the  Hou.se  of  Repre^entative8 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "'An  act  authorizing  the  sale  of 
thirteen  sections  of  land,  lying  within  the  land  dis- 
trict of  Canton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio;"  and,  also, 
a  resolution  for  the  distribution  of  certain  copies  of 
the  Journal  of  the  Convention  which  formed  the 
Constitution;  in  which  bill  and  resolution  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  said  bill  and  resolution  were  read,  and 
severally  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  sale 
of  thirteen  sections  of  land,  lying  within  the  land 
district  of  Canton,"  was  read  the  second  time,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

The  resolution  for  the  distribution   of  certain 


the  seizures,  sequestration,  or  confiscation,  of  the    copies  of  the  Journal  of  the  Convention  which 
ships  or  other  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  Uni-    formed   the  Constitution,   was  read  the  second 


ted  States,  under  the  authority  of  Sweden. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

OCEAN  SMEAMSHIP  COMPANY. 

Mr.  Leake  observed  that  he  had  voted  with  the 
majority  yesterday  on  a  question  which  had  re- 
jected the  bill  to  grant  certain  privileges  to  the 
Ocean  Steamship  Company  of  New  York.  At 
the  lime  that  quei^tion  was  taken,  there  was  a  bare 


time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 

Conunittee  on  the  Judiciary. 
j      The  bills  from  the  other  House,  in  addition  to 
'  the  acts  for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of  the 

Executive  Departments,  and  for  the  relief  of  John 

Steele,  were  severally  read  the  third  time,  passed, 

and  sent  to  the  other  House. 
i      The  bill  to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the 

United  States  was  taken  up,  and,  on  motion  by 

•Vlr.  LowRiE,  it  was  postponed  to  a  day  beyond  the 


quorum  of  the  Senate,  and  the  bill  had  been  lost  ;  session,  by  the  castmg  vote  of  the  gentleman  in  the 
by  but  one  vote  ;  desiring  to  give  the  bill  an  oppor-  !  Chair,  (Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama  ;)  and  the  bUl  was 
tunity  of  being  decided  bv  a  fair  expression  of  the    of  course  rejected 

sense  of  the  Senate,  as  well  as  because  he  was  not  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
perfectly  satisfied  with  the  vote  of  vwterday,  he  sions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 
movjd  the  reconsideration  Aereof.     This  motion    Dougherty,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  reso- 

s  agreed  to-^yes23--and  then  the  question  re-  i  lution,  that  the  petitioner  have^leave  to  withdraw 
curred  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a    his  petition, 
third  reading.  On  motion  by  Mr.  Eaton,  George  Harpole  had 

A  good  deal  of  debate  took  place  on  the  merits  i  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition, 
of  the  billon  which  It  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  '      The  bill  to  revive  the  powers  of  the  commis- 
Pabrott,  WiLso.N,  Dana,  and  Morril,  for  va-1  sioners  for  ascertaining  and  deciding  on  claims  to 


the  country,  which  ought  to  be  encouraged,  as  the 
nursery  of  seamen,  &c.     The  bill  was  advocated 


the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  appropriate  a  room  or  rooms  in  the 
custom-house  now  erecting  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 


bv  Mes..rs.  DicKERsoN,  Sanpord    King  of  New  |  leans,  to  the  use  of  the  district  court  of  the  United 


w     ,  _  '  ,    f    I   •     -"••   '  itau^,  lu  lilt-  usr  ui  uif  aiBinci  i 

York,  and  Otis,  on  the  ground  of  the  great  import-  |  States,  for  the  Statcof  Louisiana,  was  read  a  third 

ance  of  the  experiment  which  it  proposed  to  en-    time,  and  passed 

courage ;  that,  if  successful,  it  would  never  be  used  |      The  bill  granting  certain  privileges  to  the  Ocean 

tor  the  transportation  of  any  thing  but  passengers  i  Steamship  Company,  of  New  York,  was  read  a 

to  such  an  extent  as  to  compete  with  or  injure  the  |  third  time,  and  pass«l. 

nariganng  interest  of  the  country  :  that  the  Kendal  <      The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
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bill  regulating  the  pay  of  Surgeons  in  the  Naval 
Service  of  the  United  States  ;  and  the  further  con- 
tideration  thereof  was  postnoned  until  to-morrow. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  ot  Richard  Smyth  wa« 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

HEIRS  OF  E.  A.  W.  WINTER. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  heirs  of  Elisha  and 
William  Winter  to  file  a  petition  of  right  against 
the  United  States  was  again  taken  up. 

Mr.  Vam  Dyke  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee,  with  mstructions  so  to 
modify  it  as  to  provide  for  taking  testinoony  and 
obtaining  evidence  in  relation  to  the  said  claim, 
as  well  on  the  part  of  the  claimant  as  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  be  laid  before  Congress. 

The  motion  was  opposed  and  the  bill  supported 
by  Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  and  Dana, 
and  supported  by  Messrs.  Morril  and  Walker, 
of  G«K)rgia ;  the  last  of  whom  was  averse  to  the 
bdl  Itself. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to — ayes  19,  noes 
15,  and  the  bill  was  recommitted  accordingly. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

Mr.  HoasEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill 
from  the  HoiMe  of  Representatives  to  alter  and 
extend  the  charters  of  the  banks  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  the 
following  substitute  by  way  of  amendment  to  the 
bUi: 

"Tb«t  the  charters  of  the  •everal  incorporated 
banks,  in  the  Diathet  of  Columbia,  now  paying  specie 
which  shall  eipire  before  the  first  day  of  January, 
1832,  be,  and  the  aame  are  hereby,  extended  to  that 
time,  any  thiog  in  the  said  charter*  to  the  contrary 
nolwitbstandtag:  Provided,  That  this  act  shall  be  ot 
no  force  or  effect  till  a  majority  in  interest  of  the 
stockholders  of  the  several  banks  whose  charters  may 
be  hereby  extended,  shall  file  their  declarations,  in 
writing,  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
assenting  to,  and  accepting  the  benefit  of,  this  act." 

The  report  and  amendment  were  read,  and 
made  the  order  for  Wednesday  next.     The  report 

is  a£  follows: 

The  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom 
waa  referred  the  bill  from  tfaeUoase  of  RepresentatiTes, 
entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  banks  in  the  District 
of  Columhta,  and  for  other  purposes,"  respectfully 
submit  the  ibUowing  report : 

Without  noticing  many  of  the  modifications  and 
conditions  of  the  bill,  moat  of  which  the  committee 
approve,  they  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  its  principal  provisions.  These  are  two  : 
First,  an  extension  for  five  years,  of  all  the  charterr  of 
the  several  incorporated  banks  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, which  now  pay,  on  demand,  their  notes  in 
specie ;  secondly,  a  plan  of  consolidation  for  reducing 
the  nnmber  of  banks  to  two  in  each  town. 

As  to  the  first,  the  committee  doubt  the  expediency 
of  extending  the  existing  charters  for  ao  long  a  period 
as  five  years,  conceiving,  as  they  do,  a  more  immediate 
redaction  of  the  number  of  banks  in  the  District,  and, 
consequently,  of  their  expenses,  to  be  of  great  import- 
ance to  the  intereat  of  the  stockholders  as  well  as  of 
the  public. 


A  reason,  however,  of  more  «leciaive  influence  witk 
the  committee,  is,  that  it  does  not  appear  the  prsaeat 
applications  for  an  extension  of  the  several  charters, 
proceeded  from  the  stockholders,  or  by  virtu*  of  any 
direction  or  authority  from  them,  no  general  meeting 
of  the  stockholders  having  been  called,  or  other  proper 
steps  taken,  to  obtain  an  expression  of  their  aense  re- 
specting the  measure  proposed.  On  the  contrary,  the 
applicationa  appear  to  have  been  made  by  the  several 
presidents  and  directors,  without  their  pretending  to 
have  received  any  such  directions  or  authority  from 
the  stockholders.  The  committee  do  not  consider  it 
altogether  correct  legiriation  to  countenance  the  ex- 
erciae  of  such  a  right  on  the  part  of  directors.  Bnt  the 
bill  goes  farther  :  it  not  only  admits  the  directors  thus 
to  sppiy  for  a  renewal  of  the  bank  charters,  but  also 
to  aaaent  to  and  accept  such  renewals,  with  all  th* 
modifications,  restrictiona,  and  conditions,  which  may 
be  imposed.  This  is  conferring  on  the  directors  the 
right  to  exercise  a  power,  of  all  others  the  most  import- 
ant to  the  steckholdera,  and  which  it  is  believed  to  be 
their  peculiar  right  to  exercise. 

Concerning  the  provision  which  relates  to  consoli- 
dation in  other  banks,  desirous  as  the  committee  are 
to  see  the  number  of  banks  reduced,  they  doubt  whe- 
ther the  present  plan  would  be  attended  with  entire 
success. 

A  due  regard  does  not  appear  to  have  been  paid  to 
the  principles  of  equahty  and  reciprocity,  and  the 
committee  fear  that  the  provisions  of  the  bill  arc  rather 
too  coercive  for  a  plan,  the  success  of  whidi  must  so 
materially  depend  on  a  spirit  of  compromise  and  of 
amicable  arrangement  among  the  stockholders  of  the 
several  banks  ;  at  a  tine,  too,  when  stockholders  have 
but  small  inducements  to  wish  an  extension  of  their 
charters.  .,_ 

The  committee  deem  it  their  dihy  further  to  state, 
that  there  appears  to  be  coaaiderable  division  of  opinion 
among  the  directors  of  the  several  banks  respecting  the 
bill.  The  directors  of  the  banks  generally  in  Alexan- 
dria being  in  favor  of  it,  those  of  Washington  some- 
what divided,  and  those  in  Georgetown  generally  op- 
posed. 

On  the  whole,  the  committee,  after  giving  to  the 
subject  their  best  reflection,  have  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  it  would  probably  be  more  conducive  to  a 
spirit  of  amicable  arrangement  amon^  the  several 
banks,  and  the  accomplishment  of  the  important  object 
in  view,  to  do  no  more  for  the  present,  than  to  extend 
the  charters  of  such  of  the  banks  as  expire  before  the 
first  day  of  January,  1822,  to  that  time ;  that  being  the 
period  when  the  charters  of  most  of  the  banks  in  the 
District  expire ;  so  that  all  may  expire  at  one  and  the 
same  time,  in  the  hope  and  expectation  that,  by  the 
next  meeting  of  Congress,  general  meetings  of  the 
stockholders  will  be  called,  and  their  aense  duly  taken 
on  this,  or  some  other  plan,  for  reducing  the  nnmber 
of  banks  in  the  District  more  likely  to  insure  unani- 
mity, and  to  impart  general  ^atishiction. 

DUELLING. 

The  following  resolutions,  submitted  by  Mr. 
MoBBiL  on  the  12th  instant,  were  taken  up  for 
consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  practice  of  daelling  is  inhuman, 
immoral,  and  censurable. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
would  be  justifiable  in  striking  from  the  rolls  of  the 
Army  and  Navy  the  names  of  all  persons  thereon,  who 
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have  been,  or  hereafter  may  be,  directlj  or  indirectly 
engaged  in  a  duel,  or  who  may  have  been,  or  hereafter 
may  be,  in  any  way  or  manner  acceaaary  thereto. 

Mr.  MoRRiL  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  President,  it  is  with  deep  regret  that  I  feel 
myself  compelled  to  ask  the  attention  of. the  Senate 
to  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions  which  I  have 
had  the  honor  to  present.  Nothing  but  an  irre- 
sistible conviction  of  propriety,  and  solemn  sense 
of  duty  to  my  God  and  country,  would  induce  me 
to  offer  my  views  on  this  occasion  ;  because,  I  am 
not  insensible  of  a  diversity  of  opinion,  and  the  re- 
luctance of  many  to  agitate  the  subject.  But, 
when  I  reflect  upon  the  attributes  of  that  Divine 
Being  who  has  created  and  sustains  all  worlds  and 
creatures,  on  whom  we  are  dependent,  and  unto 
whom  we  are  under  infinite  obligations  of  love 
and  obedience,  I  cannot  persuade  myself  to  refrain. 
The  obvious  purposes  of  our  existence  as  rational 
beings  are  too  apparent  to  admit  a  doubt. 

For  what  end  were  we  created?  Certainly  not 
to  annoy,  murder,  and  massacre  one  another ;  but 
to  aid  and  assist  one  another,  and,  by  kind  offices 
and  paternal  acts,  to  nromote  our  peace,  prosperity, 
and  happiness.  Mankind  are  created  moral  beings, 
with  caoacious  powers  and  faculties  of  mind,  by 
which  they  are  rendered  capable  of  contemplating 
sublime  subjects,  entering  into  connexions,  and 
forming  important  associations,  by  which  individ- 
,  ual  andf  general  happiness  may  be  enjoyed  and  ex- 
tensively diffused.  These  being  the  powers  and 
abilities  of  the  human  race,  the  idea  of  dependence 
irresistibly  connects  with  them  those  of  duty  and 
obligation,  not  only  to  the  Supreme  Parent  of  the 
Universe,  but  the  several  members  of  the  great 
family  of  man,  of  which  we  are  component  parts. 
These  are  immutable  m  their  nature  and  eternal 
in  their  duration,  and  cannot  be  cancelled  by  pride, 
ambition,  nor  caprice. 

These  being  my  views,  I  hope  the  Senate  will 
pardon  me  for  again  introducing  the  subject — un- 
pleasant in  itself,  and  unpleasant  in  its  conse- 
quences. It  cannot  be  forgotten  that,  some  one  or 
two  years  ago,  I  had  the  honor  to  offer  a  resolu- 
tion not  materially  different  from  that  on  your 
table,  which  rose  from  an  event  similar  to  that 
which  has  given  rise  to  the  resolutions  now  before 
the  Senate.  With  an  accommodating  disposition 
on  mv  part,  I  consented  to  vary  that  resolution  to 
suit  the  views  of  honorable  gentlemen;  but,  being 
committed,  it  unexpectedly  passed  off  without  par- 
ticular consideration. 

During  the  last  session  of  Congress,  at  the  door 
of  your  Capitol,  another  event  of  the  kind  occur- 
red, though  not  precisely  of  the  same  magnitude : 
some  of  inferior  grade,  having  caught  the  fire  of 
honor,  must  resort  to  the  devoted  ground,  and  there 
settle  the  great  question  of  private  controversy  by 
single  combat,  which,  fortunately,  from  agitation 
or  want  of  skill,  terminated  gloriously,  without 
Wound  or  bloodshed. 

But,  Mr.  President,  at  this  time  something  more 
serious  has  attracted  our  attention  and  excited  our 
feelmgs.  The  recent  duel  between  Commodore 
Decatur  aad  Commodore  Barron  is  the  only  apol- 
ogy 1  i^jgg  for  again  introducing  this  subject. 


The  sentiments  which  I  entertain  are  expressed 
in  the  resolutions  before  you,  and  their  connexion 
will  induce  me,  as  I  proceed,  to  apply  my  rexoarks 
to  them  both.  That  the  first  resolution  contains 
abstract  propositions  I  admit,  and  needs  but  little 
illustration ;  but  they  are  no  less  true  and  impor- 
tant in  themselves,  and  their  bearings  upon  indi- 
viduals and  community. 

Humanity  is  an  exercise  of  tenderness,  benevo- 
lence, and  kindness,  toward  our  fellow  creatures, 
by  which  their  wants  are  relieved,  their  persons 
protected,  and  their  prosperity  promoted. 

The  exercise  of  these  is  essential  to  that  degree 
of  felicity  for  which  we  are  completely  competent 
in  this  life,  and  which  is  our  duty,  and  ought  to 
be  our  object,  to  attain.  These,  I  presume,  are 
principles  which  no  contemplative  mind  will  deny. 
What  is  the  character  of  the  act  by  which  the 
life,  perhaps  the  most  useful  life,  is  wantonly  taken 
by  a  fellow-citizen  ?  The  tender  feelings  of  the 
human  kind  many  times  recoil  to  see  the  tremors 
of  an  expiring  brute,  but  what  must  be  their  sensa- 
tions to  behold  the  agonies  of  death  upon  one  of 
Heaven's  fairest  sons,  struggling  under  the  pains 
of  dissolution  occasioned  by  the  fatal  act  of  a 
brother  of  the  same  family?  Callous,  indeed, 
must  be  the  heart,  and  indifferent  those  feelings, 
which  do  not  burst  forth  in  abhorrence  and  indig- 
nation. 

Reason,  the  handmaid  of  the  best  faculties  of 
the  polished  and  improved  mind,  revolts  at  this  act 
of  violence ;  she  retires  from  the  scene,  laments 
the  depravity  of  the  human  race,  and  desires  to 
cast  the  mantle  of  oblivion  over  the  barbarous  acts 
of  deluded  man. 

Conscience,  that  judicious  inquisitor,  enthroned 
in  the  breast  of  our  species,  unreservedly  pro- 
nounces guilt,  with  all  its  concomitant  conse- 
quences. No  well-informed  faculty  of  the  human 
mind,  unbiassed  by  pre|)ossession,  will  volunteer 
its  aid  to  sustain  the  rude  deed  of  violence. 

Its  only  support,  then,  is  found  in  fallacious  ar- 
guments, arising  from  misconceived  opinions  of 
human  honor. 

But,  sir,  it  is  contrary  to  the  laws  of  your  army 
and  navy.  If  it  be  no  crime,  not  improper,  why 
have  you  laws  against  it,  and  regulation*  to  pre- 
vent it  ?  Is  it  not  repugnant  to  the  universal  voice 
of  community  ?  Does  not  the  nation  speak  one 
language  on  this  subject  ?  The  country  proclaims 
a  law  irresistible  in  this  case.  Where  can  you 
find  a  sentence  on  the  practice,  in  any  of  your  pe- 
riodical publications,  which  does  not,  directly  or 
indirectly,  pronounce  a  censure  on  the  crime? 
Some  of  the  States,  to  arrest  the  progress  of  an 
evil  so  unjustifiable,  have  passed  laws  well  calcu- 
lated to  suppress  it.  Among  these  is  the  State  of 
Virginia ;  and,  to  the  immortal  honor  of  the  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Bahbolr)  whom  I  now  have  in  my 
eye,  was  that  bill  introduced — an  act  which  I  shall 
ever  revere,  and  which,  I  hope,  will  never  be  for- 
gotten by  his  State  nor  his  country. 

Let  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  then,  be  expressed 

in  accordance  with  that  of  the  civilized  world,  and 

thereby  aid  the  cause  of  humanity  and  reformation. 

The  immutable  principles  of  morality  reprobate 
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the  practice.  Every  pernicious  indulgence,  which 
tends  to  corrupt  society,  weakens  that  community, 
and  enervates  the  Grovemment.  This  Govern- 
ment, more  than  any  other,  needs  the  cement  of 
those  great  moral  principles  which  connects  indi- 
ridoals,  and  unites  and  binds  in  one  solid  fabric 
the  great  political  body.  Knowledge  and  virtue 
form  the  grand  basis  on  which  a  prosperous  repub- 
lic is  erected,  and  the  only  ground  on  which  its 
perpetuity  can  be  Justly  anticipated  ;  and,  in  the 
same  proportion,  if  these  are  disregarded  and  ne- 
glected, the  body  politic  is  contaminated,  its  vigor 
reduced,  and  its  existence  endangered. 

But  this  practice  denwralizes  society,  as  it  ob- 
scures human  reason,  darkens  the  understanding, 
stupifies  the  conscience,  and  sets  at  defiance  the 
laws  of  God  and  man.  It  undervalues  human 
life,  and,  by  its  demoralizing  conseguences,  pre- 
pares the  way  for  the  commission  of  murder,  as- 
sassination, and  that  train  of  evils  which  is  the 
natural  result  of  the  worst  passions,  nourished  by 
pernicious  sentiments  and  habits. 

Permit  me  to  bring  to  your  view  a  remark  made 
respecting  the  assassination  of  the  Duke  de  Berri. 
"Our  readers  will  agree  in  opinion  with  the  Count 
'  de  Labourdonnaye,  that  tne  atrocious  crime  is 
*  clearly  to  be  traced  to  those  liberal  writings, 
'  which,  in  France  and  England,  have  aimed  at 
'  the  extinction  of  all  just  and  moral  feelings." 

What  better  can  be  expected  from  those  who  j 
pursue  a  course  in  direct  violation  both  of  divine 
and  human  laws?      "Thou  shall  not  kill,"  is  a 
divine  command;  and  "Whoso  sheddeth  man's 
blood,  by  man  shall  his  blood  be  shed." 

I  am  not  insensible,  sir,  that  a  disquisition  on 
ethics  may  be  cold,  insipid,  and  unpleasant ;  but, 
according  to  my  views  of  tne  subject,  I  hope  to  be 
indulged  to  express  an  opinion. 

But,  sir,  I  am  disposed  to  examine  the  subject  in 
another,  and  perhaps  more  acceptable  point  of  light. 
I  Wish  to  have  the  practice  suppressed,  because 
many  times  the  most  useful  and  valuable  men  are 
sacrificed.  It  prevails  more  generally  in  the  army 
and  navy,  and  among  men  high  in  rank  and  esti- 
mation. Their  native  talents  nave  been  cherished 
and  expanded  in  the  school  of  their  country,  by 
which  they  are  identified  with  the  property,  pros-  | 
perity,  ana  interest  of  the  nation. 

The  nation  has  taught  and  employed  them,  by 
which  they  have  acquired  that  knowledge  and 
skill  which  render  them  respected  and  useful.  For 
this  aid,  protection,  and  honor,  they  are  indebted 
to  their  country  ;  and  this  country  nas  a  claim  to 
their  services,  to  whom  they  owe  a  duty  that  can- 
not be  cancelled  by  pride  nor  vanity.  The  life 
and  talents  of  a  public  officer,  thus  situated,  are 
not  at  his  own  disposal — they  are  pledged  to  his 
country. 

These  are  the  men  the  nation  wants — men  of 
tried  courage  and  bravery — that  confidence  may  be 
inspired  in  those  whom,  in  the  hour  of  danger, 
they  may  command;  "a  name  is  often  but  another 
word  for  victory."  Are  talents  thus  enlarged  and 
improved  the  property  of  the  nation ;  is  it  not  the 
highest  duty  of  the  nation  to  protect  this  property, 
and  secure  it  against  invasion  1    It  not  the  Gov- 


ernment bound  to  arrest  the  progress  of  an  evil  by 
which  its  best  blood  is  lost,  and  its  most  important 
interests  threatened  ?  Let  the  practice  continue 
unmolested,  and  it  acquires  countenance,  and  its 
votaries  strength  ;  and,  by  imperceptiWe  progress, 
becomes  the  common  law  of  the  country. 

But  there  is  another  reason  which  ought  to  have 
influence  in  this  case:  The  vilest  characters  may 
destroy  the  best  of  men.  For,  on  the  principles 
assumed,  they  are  no  more  exempt  than  the  most 
base  of  the  human  race.  The  false  rules  of  honor 
apply  with  equal  force  to  the  useful  and  the  brave, 
as  to  him  who  is  worthless  and  a  mere  nuisance  in 
society.  There  is,  then,  neither  safety  nor  protec- 
tion where  false  principles  predominate,  and  are 
controlled  by  passion,  prejudice,  or  caprice.  Un- 
important things,  under  such  influence,  impel  to 
the  fatal  contest ;  and  even  things  not  true,  by  per- 
version and  misapplication,  are  made  the  occasion 
of  dreadful  consequences.  This  is  true  in  the  in- 
stance to  which  I  have  referred.  Barron  charged 
Decatur  with  using  certain  improper  expressions  ; 
which,  however,  Decatur  immediately  disclaimed ; 
but  they  were  made  the  occasion  of  tneir  unhappy 
meeting.  Hence  the  necessity  of  the  interposition 
of  some  efl'ectual  remedy  to  prevent  occurrences  so 
destructive  and  censurable;  otherwise  you  pros- 
trate, at  the  mercy  of  the  rudest  passions  which 
can  predominate  in  the  depraved  breast,  the  lives 
of  your  most  valuable  and  useful  citizens. 

If  ray  remarks  are  not  correct,  why  have  you 
laws  and  regulations  on  the  subject  ?  And  if  tney 
are,  is  it  not  proper  to  interpose  and  make  those 
regulations  effectual  to  accomplish  their  object  ? 
The  safety  the  interest,  and  the  honor  of  the  coun- 
try require  the  adoption  of  a  course  which  shall 
bring  into  contempt  the  practice  of  duelling.  "For, 
as  a  fool  dieth,  so  they  die." 

It  may  Be  said  it  is  not  necessary,  because  the 
President  has  power  already  to  strike  from  the  rolls 
of  the  army  and  navy  such  offenders  as  he  may 
think  proper.  Admit  the  fact ;  but  we  are  taught 
from  experience  that  this  does  not  render  the  ex- 
pression of  an  opinion  on  the  subject  unimportant. 
We  are  too  well  acquainted  with  human  nature, 
and  the  frailty  of  man,  to  believe  any  one  will 
take  a  responsibility  upon  himself  that  he  can  pos- 
sibly avoid.  Merely  from  this  circumstance,  then, 
there  is  no  reason  to  calculate  upon  any  important 
reform.  The  connexion  subsisting  between  the 
commander-in-chief  and  the  subordinate  officers, 
is  of  such  a  nature  as  to  preclude  a  probability  of 
a  radical  amendment. 

Resolutions  on  the  subject  present  to  the  world 
our  views  of  the  practice,  at  the  same  time  they 
tend  to  sustain  the  President  in  any  course  hemmy 
be  disposed  to  pursue.  This,  by  dividing  the  re- 
sponsibility, relieves  the  commander-in-chief  of  a 
burden,  which  he  must  otherwise  endure,  arising 
from  the  discharge  of  a  duty  that  he  owes  to  him- 
self and  his  country. 

This  object  cannot  be  effected  by  punishment. 
It  is  a  vain  thing  to  think  about  shooting  or  hang- 
ing persons  for  this  offence,  (more  especially  if 
never  performed ;)  death,  in  any  of  its  most  faideoQi 
forms,  is  altogether  insufficient  to  deter  him  who 
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caD  be  impelled,  under  any  circumstances,  to  pre- 
seat  hinuelf  a  mark  in  single  combat.  No,  sir,  the 
practice  must  be  rendered  disgraceful;  this,  and 
this  alone,  will  be  sufficient  to  preponderate  against 
the  fallacious  arguments  and  at»urd  notions  of 
false  honor. 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  have  an  additional  induce- 
ment to  revive  this  subject  at  this  time.  Decatur 
is  sacrificed — he  is  gone !  And  lamentable  to  re- 
late^  he  has  fallen  a  martyr  at  the  shrine  of  false 
honor ;  a  victim  to  principles  founded  on  mistaken 
notions  of  true  greatness,  of  real  magnanimity  of 
soul.  Yes,  sir,  he  who,  before  the  walls  of  Tripoli, 
the  British  Macedonian,  and  in  every  instance 
where  skill  aiui  courage  could  be  displayed,  main- 
tained the  independence  and  glory  of  the  Ameri- 
can eagle ;  he  who  ranked  among  the  iirst  sons  of 
N«ptime,  high  in  his  country's  esteem,  calm  and 
unmoved  in  danger,  collected,  manly,  and  noble 
in  victory,  is  fallen  !  But,  sir,  he  considered  him- 
self bound  by  his  own  rules.  Fatal  error !  "I  do 
'  not  think  that  fighting  duelsj  under  any  circum- 
'  stances,  can  raise  the  reputation  of  any  man,  and 
'  have  long  since  discovered  that  it  is  not  even  an 
'  unerring  criterion  of  personal  courage.  I  should 
'  regret  the  necessity  of  fighting  with  any  man ;  but, 
'  in  my  opinion,  the  man  who  makes  arms  his  pro- 
'  fession  is  not  at  liberty  to  decline  an  invitation  from 

*  any  person  who  is  not  so  far  degraded  av  to  be 
'  beneath  his  notice.  Having  incautiously  said  I 
'  would  meet  you,  I  will  not  consider  this  to  be 
\  your  case,  although  many  think  so ;  and  if  I 

*  had  not  pledged  myself,  I  might  reconsider  the 

*  case."* 

Here  we  see,  with  reluctance  and  regret  he  re- 
paired to  the  fatal  spot,  the  devoted  field  of  slaugh- 
ter ;  being  under  an  imaginary  obligation,  by  the 
incautious  adoption  of  erroneous  principles,  no  af- 
fection to  his  family,  no  love  of  country,  nor  at- 
tachment to  life,  with  all  its  enjoyments,  was 
sufficient  to  outweigh  his  preconceived  opinions : 
"I  am  bound  by  my  own  rules,  to  them  I  must  sub- 
mit." "  In  my  opinion,  the  man  who  makes  arms 
'  his  profession  is  not  at  liberty  to  decline  an  invi- 

*  tation  from  any  person  who  is  not  so  far  degraded 

*  as  to  be  beneath  his  notice." 

Decatur  is  no  more — he  sleeps  in  silence !  His 
trophies  fade  with  his  countenance,  and  wither  in 
his  death  !  He  is  borne  to  the  tomb,  the  asylum 
of  the  dead !  The  navy  and  the  country  sustain  a 
loss  which  possibly  might  have  been  avoided,  if 
such  measures  had  been  seasonably  adopted  as 
were  within  the  power  of  the  Government 

For  a  moment  reflect  on  the  consequences.  See 
the  rolling  tears  and  heart-rending  grief  of  a  bosom 
companion !  Imagine  the  distress  of  a  disconsolate 
family !  Behold  the  crowd  of  weeping  connexions, 
mourning  around  the  pale,  the  lifeless  corpse ! 

Is  this  all  ?  See  a  weeping  country  !  Behold  the 
footsteps  of  thousands,  watered  with  tears,  march- 
ing to  the  receptacle  of  the  dead  !  See  your  ships 
clad  m  mourning,  and  their  officers  with  the  badges 
of  lamentation !  All  this,  and  mon>  than  this, 
growing  out  of  an  event  repugnant  to  all  moral 

Tl  I 

*  Dacmtur's  letter  to  Barron. 


'  feeling,  and  censured  by  every  reflecting  mind  act- 
ing in  its  individual  capacity. 

Sir,  shall  we  be  silent,  and  not  attempt  to  arrest 
the  progress  uf  an  evil  thus  destructive;  an  act 
which  fastens  reproach  upon  survivors,  and  a  stig- 
ma on  posterity  ?  Will  you  stand  an  indifllerent 
spectator,  and  see  your  officers  swept  from  your 
army  and  navy  in  this  ruthlei>s  manner,  and  not 
say  to  the  devouring  despot,  "  Thou  shalt  go  no 
further  ?" 

Sir,  let  a  man  believe  duelling  justifiable  on  any 
principle,  or  under  any  circumstances,  and  no  mil- 
itary glory,  no  lastre  of  character,  no  ardor  of 
friendship,  no  conjugal  affection,  no  attachment  to 
life,  no  love  of  country,  and  desire  to  promote  its 
honor  and  prosperity,  will  shield  him  from  the 
deadly  combat. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  lay  the 

resolutions  on  the  table,  believing,  in  regard  to  the 

first  resolution,  that  it  was  a  waste  of  time  to  be 

'  arguing  abstract  propositions ;  that  in  regard  to 

the  second,  the  President  already  had  the  power 

;  vested  in  him  by  law  to  do  what  was  proposed ; 

;  and  that  if  he  had  neglected  to  execute  the  law, 

and  it  was  intended  to  take  any  step  in  relation  to 

it,  he  ought  to  be  approached  in  a  difi'erent  way. 

The  motion  prevailed,  without  a  division,  and 
the  resolutions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
accordingly. 

i  RO.\DS  AND  CANALS. 

The  bdl  to  authorize  the  appomtment  of  com- 
missioners for  laying  out  a  road  from  Wheeling  to 
i  the  Mississippi,  by  the  seats  of  Government  of  Ohio, 
\  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  (being  a  continuation  of  the 
Cumberland  road,)  and  for  surveying  and  mark- 
ing out  the  course  of  certain  canals  between  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  bays,  and  the  Ruritan, 
die,  was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Otib,  with  the  view  of  avoiding  all  dif- 
ficulty which  might  grow  out  of  a  difi'erence  of 
opinion  between  the  Legislature  and  the  Execu- 
]  tive,  as  to  the  Constitutional  power  of  providing 
for  these  improvements,  by  leaving  tha<  part  of  the 
i  bill  which  relates  to  the  road  itself,  which  object 
had  been  authorized  by  the  compact  with  the  Ter- 
,  ritory  Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  smce  recognised 
I  by  acts  of  Congress;  and  to  separate  two  objects 
I  which  involve  very  different  considerations,  though 
i  not  in  his  mind,  otc,  moved  to  recommit  the  bdl 
with  instructions  to  strike  out  that  section  thereof 
which  relates  to  the  canals ;  which  object,  he  said. 
could  be  brought  forward  In  a  separate  proposi- 
tion, and  the  j;)covision  for  the  road  be  permitted 
to  proceed.     ..,^, 

Mr.  DicKERsoN  opposed  the  motion,  and  sup- 
ported the  Constitutional  power,  as  well  as  great 
expediency,  and  the  small  expense  requisite,  for 
making  the  surveys  directed  by  the  bill  for  canals. 
The  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Noble  and 
by  Mr.  R.  King — the  former  fearing  that  the  con- 
nexion of  the  two  subjects  in  one  bill  might  retard, 
if  not  defeat,  the  part  concerning  the  road ;  and 
the  latter,  on  the  ground  that  as  the  two  subjects 
involved  in  the  minds  of  some  different  consider- 
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ations,  they  had  better  be  separated,  and  a  bill 
reported  for  each  object  by  itself. 

The  question  was  first  taken  on  recommitting 
the  bill,  and  agreed  to — ayes  27  ;  and  that  part  of 
the  motion,  to  instruct  the  committee  to  strike  out 
the  section  Was  negatived — leaving  the  committee 
to  report  as  they  might  think  proper. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSION  ACT. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  sup- 
plementary to  the  Revolutionary  pension  act  of 
March  18, 1818 — the  following  amendment,  report- 
ed by  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  being  under 
consideration,  viz  :  "  That  no  person  shalfreceive 
any  pension  under  this  act  who  shall  derive  from 
the  United  States,  as  a  salary  for  services,  or  as 
perquisites  of  any  office, dollars  per  annum." 

After  some  conversation  on  the  expediency  of 
this  amendment,  it  was  agreed  to ;  when 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  on  the  ground  that  the  provis- 
ion of  the  bill  wnich  requires  each  pensioner  to 
furnish  a  schedule  of  his  property,  and  directs  an 
entire  review  and  revision  of  tne  justice  of  the 
cases  now  enrolled  on  the  pension  list,  amounting 
to  seventeen  or  eighteen  thousand,  would  be  unrea- 
sonable and  hard  on  the  great  mass  of  them  who, 
it  should  be  presumed,  were  rightfully  placed  there, 
and  received  the  benefits  of^the  act;  the  great 
labor  it  would  uselessly  throw  upon  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  judges,  as  well  as  the  great  delay  and 
the  expense  to  the  applicants,  &c.,  moved  to  amend 
the  first  section  of  the  bill,  so  as  to  authorize  the 
inquiry  and  revision  in  tnose  cases  only  where 
cause  therefor  should  appear  sufficient  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War. 

This  proposition  gave  rise  to  a  debate  which  con- 
tinued, without  terminating,  till  after  four  o'clock; 
in  which  the  motives,  the  policy,  &c.,  of  the  act  of 
March,  1818,  as  well  as  the  right  and  expediency 
of  repealing  or  modifying  it,  were  all  widely  dis- 
cussed. The  amendment  was  advocated  by  Messrs. 
Van  Dvke,  Wilson,  Mellen,  Bdrrill,  Otis, 
and  Dana  ;  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Walk- 
er of  Greorgia,  Eaton,  Roberts,  Barbour,  and 
Smith.  The  question  was  not  taken  before  the 
Senate  adjourned. 

/■  • 

.,  Tuesday,  April  25. 

Mr.  San  FORD,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
extending  the  time  for  the  redemption  of  land  sold 
for  direct  taxes  in  certain  cases  ;'^  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  B.  Beall ;"  and 
also  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Martha  Flood,"  reported  the  same,  respectively, 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Mellen  submitted  the  foUowing  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  tb«  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tione be  instructed  to  inquire  what  meuures  it  maj 
be  expedient  for  Con^resa  to  adopt  reapecting  the  im- 
,  portation  of  piaster  of  Faria  from  the  province  of  New 
BruDswick,  ia  conaequence  of  a  dutj  lately  impoaed 
by  its  Legialature  on  the  exportation  of  that  article  from 
certain  parts  of  said  province.     ^,.  .,  . 


Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  wa.''  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  sale  of 
thirteen  sections  of  land,  lying  within  the  land 
district  of  Canton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 
I  The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Dougherty  ;  and 
in  concurrence  therewith,  the  petitioner  had  leave 
to  withdraw  bis  petition. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  commission- 
ers to  lay  out  the  roaa  and  canals  therein  men- 
itiooed,  reported  the  same  with  amendments,  which 
,  were  read. 

He  further  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  ap- 
pointment of  commissioners  to  examine  the  canals 
therein  mentioned;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  readixig. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  continue  in 
force  an  act  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  and  to  punish  the  crime  of  piracy,  and  also 
to  make  further  provision  for  punishing  the  crime 
of  piracy  :  and  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
I  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
'  of  Matthew  Lyon ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Wil- 
{  SON,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  peti- 
j  tion  of  Nicholas  Boilevin,  praying  remuneration 
I  for  property  destroyed  during  the  late  war  with 
I  Great  Britain,  by  the  enemy,  as  stated  in  the  peti- 
tion ;  and,  also,  the  petition  of  John  Clemore,  of 
John  Rimoe,  and  of  John  Cardinal,  praying  com- 
pensation for  lost  horses  ;  and  the  petitions  were 
severally  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju/lici- 
ary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  (^  the 
distribution  of  certain  copies  of  the  Journal  of  the 
Convention  which  formed  the  Constitution,  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  instructinf 
them  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  Journals  of 
the  Senate  preceding  the  year  1814,  made  a  rqx>rt; 
which  was  read. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSION  ACT. 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr,  Walker,  of  Alabama,  in  the  Chair,) 
the  bill  in  addition  to  the  Revolutionary  pensioa 
act  of  1818 — Mr.  Van  Dyke's  amendment  to  con- 
fine the  revision  of  pensions,  the  examination  of 
the  circumstances  of  the  pensioners,  &«.,  to  spe- 
cial cases,  concerning  which  the  Secretary  of 
War  shall  entertain  doubts,  or  such  as  he  may 
deem  there  is  sufficient  cause  to  justify  an  in- 
quiry into,  being  still  under  consideration. 

Tne  debate  was  resumed  on  the  merits  of  the 
act  of  1818,  as  well  as  on  the  amendment,  and 
continued  some  time,  chiefly  by  Mr.  Oris  for  the 
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amendment^  and  Mr.  Smith  against  it.  The 
question  being  taken  on  the  amendment,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

Tkai— .Merara.  Barrill,  Dana,  Edwards,  Hanter,  \ 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  King  of  Nfw  York,  Lanman,  ' 
Lowrie,  Mellcn,  Morril,  Olis,  Palmer,  Pairott,  Rugglea,  ■ 
Sanford,  Tich«nor,  Van  Dyke,  and  Wilson— 18. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Eaton,  Elliot, 
Gaillard,  Horsey,  Johnson  of  Louisiana.  King  of  Ala-  ; 
bama,  Leake,  Logan,  Macon,  Noble,  PleasanU,  Rob- 
erU,  Smith,  Stokes,  Taylor,  Thoroai,  Trimble,  Walker 
of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia,  Williams  of  Missis- 
sippi,  and  Williama  of  Tennessee — 23. 

Mr.  MoRRiL  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  i 
inserting  the  following  proviso,  the  words  thereof 
in  italics  being  added  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Mel- 

LEN  : 

And  provided,  also,  That  in  all  cases  in  which  any  | 
pensioner,  and  two  or  more  credible  and  disinterested  , 
citizens,  not  relatiTes,  whose  credibility  shall  be  certi-  ' 
fied  by  the  court,  or  some  judge  or  justice  thereof,  be- 
fore whom  such  testimony  may  be  taken,  will  give  ! 
affidavit  that  they  are  well  acquainted  with  the  cir-  : 
cuBstancea  of  said  pensioner,  and  that  they  fiilly  be-  \ 
iieve  the  whol«  value  of  all  his  real  and  personal  es-  ! 
tate,  exclusive  of  debtit,  has  not  at  any  time  since  the  ; 

18th  March,   1818,  exceeded  the  sum  of dollars,  ' 

shall,  on  transmitting  ssid  affidavit,  ao  certified,  to  the 
Department  of  War,  at  any  time  within  tix  months 
from  the  patting  ofthit  act,  be  exempted  from  com-  ' 
plying  with  the  foregoing  provisions  of  this  section. 

This  amendment  likewise  produced  a  good  deal  | 
of  debate,  in  which  it  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  j 
MoRRiL,  Melle.n,  Borrill,  Otis,  and  Van  Dyke,  | 
and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Eaton,  Roberts,  | 
and  Macon  ;  and  the  amendment  was  finally  re-  I 
jected  by  a  considerable  majority. 

Mr.  RoacLES  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  with 
instructions  to  reduce  the  amount  of  pension  now  i 
aliowed  by  law,  deeming  this  course  preferable  to  j 
the  bill,  as  it  stood ;  but  the  motion  was  lost.  . 

Mr.  Wilson  then  moved  the  indefinite  post-  ; 
ponementof  the  bill;  which  motion  was  negatived  ' 
by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  18,  nays  23,  as  follows  : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Burrill,  Dana,   Dickerson,  Hunter, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  > 
Lowrie,  Mellen,  Mornl,Otis,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Ruggles,  ' 
Sanford,  Tichenor,  Van  Dyke,  and  Wilson — 18. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Eaton,  Edwards, 
EUiot,  Gaillard,  Horsey,  Johnson  of  Ijooianna,  King  j 
of  Alabama,  Leake,  Logan,  Macon,  Pleasants,  Roberta,  \ 
Smith,  Stokes,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Tumble,  Walker  of  : 
.\labama.  Walker  of  Georgia,  Williama  of  Mississippi, 
and  Williams  of  Tennessee — 23. 

Various  propositions  to   amend   the  bill  were  '. 
made,  in  the  discussion  of  which  the  merits  and 
demerits  of  the  act  of  1818  continued  to  enter 
largely  into  view,  as  well  as  the  merits  of  the  mo-  . 
tions   immediately  under  consideration.     Messrs. 
Tichenor,  Roggles,  and  King,  of  New  York,  in 
addition  to  the  gentlemen  named  above,  participa- 
ted in  these  discussions.     All  attempts  to  modify  i 
the  bill  in  any  manner  having  failed — many  of 
those  who  opposed  the  amendment  doing  so  from 
a  fear  of  endangering  the  bill — the  bill  was  at 
IcDgA  Mported  to  the  Senate.  i 


Mr.  Borrill  then  moved  an  amendment,  (offered 
by  Mr.  Mellen  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  but 
negatived  there  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  cnair- 
man,)  which  was,  with  "  his  necessary  clothing 
and  bedding,"  the  articles  allowed  to  be  excepted 
in  the  schedule  to  be  furnished  by  the  pensioner  of 
his  property,  to  include  in  this  exception  also  his 
"  household  furniture.'' 

This  amendment  was  also  negatived  by  yeas 
and  nays,  by  a  vote  of  23  to  17,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Barrill,  Dana,  Dickeraon,  Hunter, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  King  of  New  York,  Lanman, 
Lowrie,  .Mellen,  Morril,  Otis,  Parrott,  Ruggles,  8«n> 
ford,  Tichenor,  Trimble,  and  Wilaon — 17. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Barboar,  Brown,  Eaton,  Edwards, 
Elliot,  Gaillard,  Horsey,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King 
of  Alabama,  Leake,  Logan,  Macon,  Noble,  Pleasants, 
Roberts,  Smith.  Stokes,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Van  Dyke, 
Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia,  and  Williams 
of  Mississippi — 23. 

The  Senate  then  disagreed  to  the  amendment 
which  had  been  reported  to  the  bill  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Pensions,  and  adopted  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  exclude  from  the  benefits  of  the  act 
every  person  receiving  any  salary  or  perquisites  of 
office,  either  from  the  United  Slates  or  any  indi- 
vidual State. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  read  a  third  time,  (exacxly  in  the  shape 
in  which  it  came  from  the  other  House,)  and  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative  by  the  following  vote : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Eaton,  Edwards, 
Elliot,  Gaillard.  Horsey,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of 
Alabama,  Leake,  Logan,  Macon,  Noble,  Pleasants, 
Roberts,  Smith,  Stokes,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Trimble, 
Walker  of  AUbama,  Walker  of  Georgia,  WilUams  of 
Mississippi,  and  Williama  of  Tennessee — 34. 

Nats — Messrs.  Burrill,  Dana,  Dickerson,  Hunter, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  King  of  New  York,  Lanman, 
Lowrie,  .Mellen,  .Morril,  Otis,  Parrott,  Ruggles,  San- 
ford, Tichenor,  Van  Dyke,  and  Wilson — 17. 


Wednesday,  April  26. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  containing  statements 
showing  the  amount  of  capital  subscribed  and  paid 
to  each  bank  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  made  in 
pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the 
17th  instant ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bcrrill,  the  Message  from 
the  President  ot  the  United  States,  transmitting, 
pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  21st  of 
March  last,  copies  of  the  correspondence  between 
the  Ministers  or  other  agents  of  the  United  Sutes, 
and  Ministers  or  Government  of  Sweden,  rela- 
tive to  the  seizures,  sequestration,  or  confiscation, 
of  the  ships  or  other  property  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  under  the  authority  of  Swe- 
den, was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  25th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  respecting  the 
importation  of  plaster  of  Paris,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  com- 
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missioners  to  examine  the  canals  therein  men- 
tioned, wa^i  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Dean 
Weymouth,  praying  an  increase  of  pension,  made 
a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution  that  the  pe- 
titioner have  leave  to  withdraw  hie  petition.  The 
report  and  resolution  were  read. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  an  act  to  protect 
the  commerce  of  the  United  Suies,  and  punish 
the  crime  of  piracy;  and,  also,  to  make  lurther 
provision  for  punishing  the  crime  of  piracy,  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act, 
entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  certain  persons  en- 
gaged in  the  land  and  naval  service  of  the  United 
,  States  in  the  Revolutionary  war,'  passed  the  eigh- 
teenth day  of  March,  1818,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passcld. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  increase  the  pay  of  surgeons  in  the  Navy. 

Considerable  debate  took  place  on  the  question 
of  agreeing  to  the  sums  inserted  in  the  bill  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole;  also,  on  the  expediency  of 
at  this  time  increasing  the  compensation,  or  the 
eqtiity  of  augmenting  the  pay  of  navy  surgeons 
without  adding  also  to  that  of  army  surgeons,  their 
relative  services,  &c.,  in  which  discussions  Messrs. 
Pleasants, BdbrilL  Van  Dyke,  Trimble,Mor- 
BiL,  and  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  were  principally 
active. 

The  proceedings  resulted  in  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  this  bill,  and,  of  course,  its  rejection. 

The  bills  from  the  other  House  for  the  relief  of 
John  B.  Regnier,  for  the  relief  of  Fielding  Jones, 
and  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Stanton  Sholes,  were 
successively  taken  up,  considered  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  severally  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  from  the  other 
House  for  the  relief  of  Christopher  Miller,  grant- 
ing him  a  tract  of  land  in  consideration  of  a  very 
important  and  eminently  hazardous  service  per- 
formed in  the  Indian  war,  under  General  Wayne, 
who  promised  him,  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
ample  recompense  for  his  intrepidity,  but,  though 
reduced  to  poverty,  he  has  not  applied  for  any  re- 
lief until  now;  and  the  case  is  strongly  urged  to 
the  attention  of  Congress  by  the  Legislature  of 
Kentucky. 

The  bill  was  earnestly  advocated  by  Mr.  John- 
son, of  Kentucky,  and  by  Mr.  Babbour,  and  af- 
ter some  opposition  by  Messrs.  Williams,  of  Mis- 
sissippi, Eaton,  Lowrie,  and  Roberts,  on  the 
ground  of  the  case  not  coming  within  any  princi- 
ples on  which  Congress  had  given  pensions  or  do- 
nations, and  of  the  inability  of  the  Government  to 
reward  all  cases  of  meritorious  service,  where  no 
disability  ensued — 

The  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

BAPTIST   CONVENTION. 

The  Senate  next  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  incorporate  the  General  Convention  of 
the  Baptist  denomination,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, for  evangelical  and  literary  purposes. 
16th  CoN.  1st  Sess 21 


Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  moved  that  this 
j  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed,  which  motion  was 
I  supported  by  himself  and  Mr.  King,  of  New  York, 
on  the  ground  of  their  repugnance  to  take  any 
step  whatever  which  gave  to  a  religious  society 
:  secular  power,  and  which  might  serve  as  an  ex- 
!  cuse  for  future  acts  of  an  unconstitutional  ten- 
I  dency ;  of  their  desire  to  act  ngidly  up  to  the  letter 
I  and  spirit  of  the  wise  provision  in  the  Constitution 
I  which  forbade  Congress  to  make  any  law  concem- 
I  ing  an  establishment  of  religion ;  because  the  in- 
i  corporation  of  one  sect  would  lead  to  applications 
from  others,  and  it  was  best  not  to  set  an  exam- 
ple, &,c. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Wilson, 

Dickerson.  and  Johnson,  or  Kentucky,  on  the 

ground  of  tne  unexceptionable  nature  of  the  bill, 

I  which  was  merely  to  enable  a  number  of  persons 

'  of  a  particular  society  to  hold  real  estate — that 

{  they  were  about  erecting  in  the  District  an  extea- 

.  sive  seminary  of  learning,  and  possessed  a  parcel 

of  ground  intended  for  that  purpose,  which  it  was 

'  necessary  to  hold  in  a  corporate  character ;  that, 

I  for  want  of  that  character,  they  were  obliged  to 

J  forego  donations,  &/:.;  that  their  object  was  literary. 

I  and  deserved  encouragement;  and  that  the  bill 

possessed  no  feature,  or  had  any  tendency  at  all 

unconstitutional,  dec. 

The  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely  pre- 
I  vailed  without  a  division,  and  the  bill  was  rejected. 

1  DISTRICT  BANKS. 

I 

j      The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
,  Representatives  to  extend  the  charters  of  the  Banks 
i  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the  substitute  re- 
!  ported  to  that  bill  by  the  Committee  on  the  District. 
I  The  bill  from  the  other  House  provides  for  the  ex- 
I  tension  of  the  charters,  (including  the  Bank  of 
!  Columbia,  which  derived  its  charter,  without  limi- 
,  tation,  from  the  State  of  Maryland)  for  the  term 
I  of  five  years — but  if  the  banks  snail,  in  six  months, 
'  signify  their  willing^ness,  by  consent  of  their  stock- 
holders, to  unite  their  interest  so  as  to  reduce  the 
number  (thirteen)  into  two  in  each  of  the  three 
towns  01  the  District,  then  their  charters  shall  be, 
under  certain  other  conditions,  extended  to  twenty 
years,  &.c.   The  committee  propose  a  substitute  for 
this  bill,  simply  extending  to  January,  1^|^,  the 
charters  of  such  banks  as  expire  previously  to  that 
day — not,  of  course,  including  tne  Bank  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  Horsey  explained  to  the  Senate  the  reasons 
which  influenced  the  committee  to  recommend  the 
course  proposed  by  the  substitute,  which  were  sub- 
stantially detailed  in  the  report  which  accompanied 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Barbour  moved  to  amend  the  amendment, 
so  as  to  include  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Co- 
lumbia within  the  limitation  imposed  on  the  other 
banks — [the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Columbia  was 
granted  by  the  State  of  Maryland,  before  the  re- 
moval of  the  Seat  of  Government  to  this  District, 
and  is  unlimited  in  its  duration.] 

The  motion  was  supported  at  some  length  by 
the  mover,  and  by  Mr.  Burrill,  who  also  support- 
ed the  bill  from  the  other  House  in  preference  to 


li 


643 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


644 


645 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


646 


Senate. 


Dittrict  Banks. 


April,  1820. 


AntiL,  1820. 


Dittrict  Banks. 


the  substitute  reported  by  the  committee.  The 
motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Horsey,  repeatedly, 
and  at  some  length,  on  the  ground  principally  that 
this  bill  was  a  temporary  measure  only,  and  when 
the  subject  should  be  hereafter  taken  up  for  per- 
manent disposition,  it  would  be  time  enough  to 
change  the  tenure  of  this  bank,  and  place  it  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  others. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was  agreed 
to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Trimble  moved  an  additional  proviso  to 
the  bill,  in  the  following  words : 

"And  provided,  also,  that  any  stockholder  of  any 
bank  which  may  be  continued  in  opfralion  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  shall  have  the  privilege  of  with- 
drawing his  or  her  stock  at  any  time  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  existing  charter  of  such  bank." 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Hor- 
sey and  Otis,  the  latter  of  whom  entered  also 
into  an  argument  in  support  of  the  substitute  pro- 
posed to  the  bill  from  the  other  House. 

The  amendment  was  negatived  without  a  divi- 
sion. 

Mr.  Roberts  submitted  some  of  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  prefer  the  bill  as  it  came 
from  the  other  House ;  but,  not  willing  to  act  pre- 
cipitately on  a  subject  involving  so  extensively  the 
interest  of  the  people  of  the  District,  he  moved  the 
postponement  of  the  bill  until  to-morrow ;  which 
motion  was  agreed  to. 


Thursday,  April  27. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  to  establisTi  land  offices  in  the  State  of 
Alabama,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Militia, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
establish  an  uniform  mode  of  discipline  and  field 
exercise  for  the  militia  of  the  United  States,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Dean  Weymouth, 
prayii%  an  increase  of  pension  ;  and,  in  concur- 
rence therewith,  resolved,  that  the  petitioner  have 
leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  from  the  other  House  for  the  relief  of  Chris- 
topher Miller,  which  was  further  advocated  by 
Mr.  JoH.NsoN,  of  Kentucky,  and  also  by  Messrs. 
Logan,  Tichenob,  and  Lanman.  The  bill  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  S.mith,  from  an  unwillingness  to 
vote  a  donation  of  the  public  land  in  a  case  which 
might  establish  a  precedent  dangerous  to  the  pub- 
lic interest;  and  because  Congress  had  rejected 
appeals  to  their  bounty  in  cases  of  equal  merit, 
wrticularly  that  of  Colonel  Dale,  of  Alabama,  &c. 
The  debate  continued  some  time,  and  in  its  pro- 
gress elicited  notices  of  several  of  those  interesting 
instances  of  personal  bravery  and  hazardous  en- 
terprise with  which  the  history  of  our  frontier 
conflicts  with  th«  Sa4ians  so  much  abound. 


The  bill  having  undergone  some  amendment, 
not  affecting  its  principle,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Williams,  of  Mississippi,  it  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  amendments  of  the  other  House  to  the  bill 
establi.«hing  additional  land  offices  in  Alabama, 

S proposing  to  establish  additional  offices  also  in 
ndiana  and  Illinois,)  were  read,  and  referred. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Regnier,  for 
the  relief  of  Fielding  Jones,  and  for  the  relief  of 
Captain  Stanton  Sholes,  were  severally  read  the 
third  time,  passed,  and  returned  to  the  other 
House. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

The  Senate  then  resimied  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  from  the  other  House  to  modify  and  ex- 
tend the  charters  of  the  banks  of  the  District  of 
Columbia — the  substitute  reported  thereto  by  the 
District  Committee  of  the  Senate  being  yet  under 
consideration. 

Mr.  Roberts  again  submitted,  more  at  large, 
his  views  in  support  of  the  bill  of  the  other  House, 
in  preference  to  the  substitute;  believing  that  the 
former  would  be  beneficial,  the  other  extremely 
hurtful,  to  the  interests  of  the  District. 

Mr.  Otis  took  the  other  side  of  the  question, 
and  spoke  at  length,  to  show  some  of  the  novelties, 
if  not  incongruities  of  the  bill,  which  there  was 
not  time  now  to  examine  and  correct,  or  to  obtain 
the  information  and  give  the  necessary  attention 
to  the  facts  involved  in  a  decision  on  the  details  of 
the  system  presented  by  the  bill.  He  decidedly 
preferred  the  substitute. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  was  averse  to  the  amendment, 
believing  it  incumbent  on  Congress  now  to  act,  if 
not  by  adopting  the  bill  of  the  other  House,  at 
least  in  some  conclusive  way,  to  save  the  people 
of  the  District  from  the  ruin  which  would  ensue 
from  failing  to  act,  or  compelling  the  banks  to 
wind  up — as  it  was  impossible,  under  the  present 
difficulties  of  the  times,  and  the  present  scarcity  of 
money,  for  individuals  to  pay  up  their  debts  to 
the  banks.  He  argued,  also,  that  the  bill  was  not 
so  objectionable  as  was  stated,  and  that  there  was 
abundant  time  to  examine  and  decide  on  it. 

Mr.  HoR.-^EY  argued  to  show  that  the  plan  pre- 
sented by  the  bill  was  not  sufficiently  matured  to 
give  general  satisfaction  to  those  concerned,  or 
calculated  for  a  permanent  state  of  things ;  that  it 
would  be  better  to  give  a  temporary  extension  of 
the  charters,  and,  in  the  meantime.  Congress  could 
legislate  with  better  lights,  and  more  in  conformity 
with  correct  principles,  as  well  as  with  a  Just  re- 

fard  to  the  interests  and  wishes  of  the  District. 
le  reviewed  the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  show 
their  impracticable,  their  onerous,  partial,  unreci- 
procal,  mischievous,  and  inexpedient  enaracter, 
particularly  in  the  consolidating  feature  of  it. 

Mr.  Blrrill  argued  that  the  bill  embraced 
every  thing  useful  which  the  substitute  contained, 
and  other  provisions  which  went  much  further, 
and  were  equally  beneficial ;  that  the  bill  would 
work  none  of  the  mischiefs  predicted;  that  it 
would  reduce  the  number  of  banks,  and  provide  a 
remedy,  without  delay,  for  evils  which  exist ;  that 
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the  bill  was  approved  by  the  best  conducted,  the 
safest,  and  most  solid  banks  in  the  District. 

Mr.  RuroB  Kino  was  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment. He  was  averse  to  the  amalgamation  as  pro- 
vided by  the  bill,  as  going  to  unite  and  give  a  per- 
manent legal  charter  to  institutions,  many  of 
which  Were  unworthy  of  it ;  that  the  proposed 
capital  was  too  large,  and  would  be,  as  it  was  now, 
to  a  great  extent,  unreal ;  that,  if  the  consolidation 
were  expedient,  such  only  ought  to  be  permitted 
as  were  ascertained,  by  agents  tppointed  by  the 
Government,  to  have  a  real  capital,  and  a  capacity 
to  tranract  an  honest  and  fair  business,  and  tho^te 
of  a  different  character  should  be  compelled  to 
wind  up  and  close  their  accounts ;  that  he  would 
have  but  one  in  each  town,  with  an  abundant  cap- 
ital ;  that^  to  allow  an  examination  of  the  affairs' 
of  these  institutions,  preparatory  to  a  permanent 
state  of  thing!*;,  he  would  extend  them  tempora- 
rily, as  proposed  by  the  substitute. 

Mr.  Roberts  could  perceive  no  ill  effect  likely 
to  arise  from  the  bill,  which  would  not  also  pro- 
ceed from  the  course  proposed  by  the  committee ; 
that  the  amalgamation  would  necessarily  produce  a 
scrutiny  into  the  affairs  of  the  several  banks,  and 
good  capital  only  would  be  accepted.  He  replied 
to  Mr.  King's  arguments  at  some  length,  and  in 
further  support  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Macon  remarked,  that  under  either  plan, 
the  banks  were  to  be  dissolved,  and  the  parties  to 
go  free.  He  thought  the  stockholders  would  make 
a  better  arrangement  among  themselves  if  left 
free  than  if  coerced,  as  propased  by  the  bill ;  and 
he  conceived  that  ruin  was  not  to  be  apprehended 
to  the  people  from  the  banks  being  obliged  to  wind 
up,  as  It  would  be  always  the  interest  of  the  credi- 
tor to  give  a  proper  indulgence  to  the  debtor.  He 
was  in  favor  of  providing  for  the  termination  of 
the  institutions,  as  at  present  established,  and  here- 
after giving  charters  on  proper  principles  to  those 
companies  who  asked  and  deserved  it.  He  would 
not  reduce  the  number  to  one  in  each  town,  be- 
cause competition  wa.s  useful  and  salutary  in  bank- 
ing as  weU  as  in  other  things. 

Mr.  Otis  spoke  again  to  enforce  the  views 
which  he  had  submitted,  and  in  reply  to  the  gen- 
tlemen who  had  controverted  his  arguments. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  adopting  the 
substitute  reported  by  the  committee,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative — ayes  23. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
the  amendment  adopted  in  Committee,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Babbocr,  to  apply  the  bill  to  the  Bank  of 
Columbia  as  well  as  the  others,  with  some  modi- 
fications, to  make  it  more  effectual,  proposed  by 
Mr.  Eaton,  and  Mr.  Walkeb  of  Alabama. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  was  of  opinion  that 
the  time  fixed  in  the  amendment  was  not  sufficient 
to  effect  the  object  of  it,  which  he  presumed  was 
to  give  the  banks  time  to  wind  up  their  concerns 
with  convenience  to  all  parties.  He  was  friendly 
to  the  District,  though  he  as  yet  knew  but  little  of 
it,  and,  therefore,  moved  to  strike  out  1822,  and 
insert  1825,  as  the  period  of  extension.  Mr.  W. 
followed  his  motion  by  some  remarks  on  banking 
generally.    He  was  not  unfriendly  to  these  insti- 


tutions ;  he  thought  them  of  ereat  utility  when 
prudently  conducted ;  they  haa  been  greatly  in- 
strumental in  improving  the  country,  and  exten- 
sive benefit  had  been  derived  from  Uiem  in  some 
parts  of  the  Union.  It  was  in  their  abuse  only 
that  they  were  injurious. 

Messrs.  Roberts,  Horsey,  and  Rurra  King, 
disapproved  of  this  amendment,  as  they  desired 
that  the  subject  showld  be  taken  up  at  the  next  or 
succeeding  session,  and  a  permanent  system  ma- 
tured for  the  banks  of  the  District.  Mr.  Horset* 
added  a  hope  that  no  idea  would  go  out  that  the' 
banks  were  to  be  put  down,  or  that  the  amend- 
ment just  agreed  to  had  such  a  view.  On  the 
contrary,  the  intention  was,  with  a  maioritr  of 
Congress,  that  the  banks  were  to  be  placea  on 
proper  principles,  and  cherished  and  sustained. 

Mr.  "Walker's  motion  was  lost  without  a  diri-' 
sion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
substitute  for  the  bill  of  the  other  House,  reported 
by  the  committee,  and  adopted  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by 
the  following  vote : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Edwards,  Gaillard,  Hor- 
sej,  Hunter,  Johnson,  of  Loaisiani,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, King  of  New  York,  Lanman.  Leake,  Logan, 
Lowhe,  Macon,  Morril,  Noble,  Otis,  Pleasants,  Stokes, 
Taylor,  Trimble,  Walker  of  Alabama.  Williams  of 
Mississippi,  and  Wilson — 23. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Burrill,  Dana,  Dickerson, 
Eaton,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Mellen,  Parrolt,  Hob* 
erU,  Kuggles,  Sanford,  Smith,  Van  Dyke,  and  Walker 
of  Georgia — 14. 

[The  substitute  will  read  as  follows: 

Strike  out  all  the  bill  after  the  enacting  clause,  and 
insert : 

"  That  the  charters  of  the  several  incorporated  banks 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  bow  paying  specie,  and 
daring  such  tims  only  as  such  banks,  respectively, 
shall  continue  to  pay  specie,  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  extended  to  the  first  day  of  June,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  any  thing  in  the 
said  charters  to  the  contrary,  notwithsundin^;  and 
the  charter  of  the  bank  of  Columbia  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby  declared  to  be,  limited  in  its  duration  to  the 
said  first  day  of  June,  one  thoosand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-two :  Provided,  That  this  act  shall  be  of 
no  force  or  effect  to  extend  any  charter  aforesaid  till  a 
majority,  in  interest,  of  the  stockholders  of  the  several 
banks  whose  charters  may  be  hereby  extended,  shall 
file  their  declarationa  in  writing  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  assenting  to  snd  accepting 
the  benefit  of  this  act."] 

Mr.  Trimble  moved  the  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing additional  proviso  to  the  biU: 

''And  provided  also,  that,  from  and  afler  the  expira- 
tion of  the  present  charters,  the  private  property  of 
those  stockholders  who  msy  continue  any  bank  in  op- 
eration in  pursuance  of  this  act,  shall  be  liable  for  the 
debts  of  such  bank,  which  may  be  hereafter  contracted. 

Mr.  T.  wished  his  amendment  adopted,  that 
those  who  accepted  the  benefit^  of  this  till  might 
be  informed  of  the  terms.  He  thought  this  con- 
dition a  necessary  check  on  the  banks,  for  the  want 
of  which  great  evils  had  grown  out  of  the  banking 
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system  ;  and  without  such  a  principle  he  would 
never  be  accessary  to  creating  any  bank  whaterer. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Horsey 
and  Mr.  Lanman  on  account  of  its  novel  character, 
and  the  short  time  in  which  it  would  operate,  and 
thinking  it  would  be  time  enough  to  urge  its  adop- 
tion when  the  system  came  up  Tor  permanent  reg- 
xilation.  Mr.  Lanman  opposed  it  on  the  further 
ground  of  its  impracticable  nature,  and  the  impos- 
sibility of  enforcing  it  upon  stock,  whose  rapid 
transfers  might  be  aptly  compared  to  the  "adven- 
tures of  a  guinea,"  or  to  an  atom  which  filled  an 
hundred  spaces  in  a  day. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  was  opposed  to  the 
amendment  also,  on  account  of  the  time,  not  from 
an  objection  to  its  principle,  which  was  not  novel ; 
for  it  was  a  provision  of  the  constitution  of  Alabama 
that  no  bank  should  be  incorporated  unless  this 
principle  were  made  a  condition  ;  and  he  believed 
It  a  ju.st  and  salutary  principle.  This  was  not  the 
time,  however,  to  enforce  it  on  these  banks. 

The  amendment  was  negatived  without  a  di- 
vision. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as 
amended. 


Friday,  April  28. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Groeme  Keith 
Spence,"  in  which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence 
ot  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  twice  read  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  legal  representatives  of  Eliiiha  Winter  and 
William  Winter  to  institute  a  bill  in  equity,  in  the 
nature  of  a  petition  of  right  against  the  United 
States,  with  certain  instructions,  reported  the  same 
with  amendments,  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
against  an  increase  of  duties  on  goods  imported 
into  the  United  States,  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on  the 
state  of  the  Journals  of  the  Senate,  preceding  the 
year  1814 ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  it 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Raw- 
leigh  C.  Christians,  praying  a  pension,  made  a 
report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution  that  the  peii- 
tioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition.  The 
report  and  reeoiution  were  read. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  I»aac  Mel- 
ehiorj  the  bill  for  tberelief  of  Joseph  M.  Skinner, 
administrator  of  George  Skinner  ;  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Jamr.<»  MerTUl ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  Law  and  Jonathan  Elliott :  and  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Jacob  Konkopot  and  others,  all  from 
the  other  House,  were  separately  considered  in 
Coinmitu>e  of  the  Whole,  and  •cvcrally  ordered  to 
•  third  Mftding. 


On  motion  by  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  the  Committee 
on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  of  the  6th  of  January  last,  instructing 
said  committee  to  inquire  whether  any  amendment 
be  necessary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval 
service  of  tne  United  Stares  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,"  passed  the  18lh  day  of  March,  1818,  weredis- 
charged  from  the  further  consideration  of  said 
resolution. 

The  bill  authorizing  an  allowance  to  J.  B.  Tim- 
berlake,  a  purser  in  the  Navy,  for  losses  sustained 
by  him,  by  the  desertion  of  some  of  the  crew  of  the 
frigate  United  States,  was  taken  up;  and,  after  a 
discussion  of  the  circumstances  and  merits  of  the 
case,  which  continued  more  than  an  hour,  the 
question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third 
reading  and  negatived.     So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

The  bill  concerning  the  banks  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  being  the  substitute  adopted  by  the 
Senate  for  the  bul  from  the  other  House,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed  by  the  following  vote : 

Ybas — Meura.  Barbour,  Eaton,  Elliot,  Gaillan), 
Honey,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
of  New  York,  Lanman,  Leake,  Lloyd,  Otis,  PUaMOts, 
Smith,  Stokes,  Thoroa*,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker 
of  Georgia,  and  WiUon — 19. 

Mats — Messrs.  Burrill,  Dana,  Dickerson,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  Lowrie,  .Macon,  Mellen,  Morril,  Noble, 
Palmer,  Parrott,  KoberU,  Rugglea,  Sanford,  Trimble, 
and  Van  Dyke— 16. 

And  the  amendment  was  sent  to  the  other  House 
for  concurrence. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  for  the  relief  of 
William  Coffin  ;  the  bill  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the 
clerk  and  marshal  of  the  district  court  of  Louisiana  ; 
the  bill  further  to  regulate  the  medical  de|>artment 
of  the  Army  ;  and  the  bill  concerning  invalid  pen- 
sioners, severally  underwent  consideration  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  were  ordered  to  be  «i- 
grossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  oi  Christopher  Miller  was 
read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  other 
House  for  concurrence  in  the  amendment ;  and 
the  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  May  1. 

Mr.  Pleasants  submitted  thefoUowiog  motion 
for  consideration : 

Rttohed,  I'hst  the  Secrstary  of  the  Navy,  with  ths 
asaiatance  of  the  CommiMioners  of  ths  Navy  Board,  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  revised  ths  ruiee,  regulatiooSt 
and  inttrurtiont.  for  the  naval  servioe,  prepared  and 
reported  under  the  authority  of  an  act  ol  Congraes  of 
the  7th  day  of  ^Vbruary,  181  A,  and  thai  the  same  be 
reported  to  the  Senate  during  ths  first  week  of  the 
next  seeetun,  in  order  that  legal  provision  may  be  made 
for  carrying  into  eflVct  such  of  them  as  may  be  oon* 
aidored  nocrasary,  and  which  have  been  found  to  be 
at  vtrianee  with  existing  laws. 

The  bill  to  re|[ulate  the  fees  of  the  clerk  and 
marshal  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  State  of  Louisiana  was  read  a  third  time, 
tad  paiaed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lowrii,  Anthony  Kenn«dXi 
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of  Philadelphia,  had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition 
and  papers. 

Tne  Dili  further  to  regulate  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  Army  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the 
Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred a  resolution  instructing  said  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  state  of  the  Journals  of  the  Senate 
preceding  the  year  1814 ;  and  the  same  having 
been  amended,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  there  be  printed,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  in  the  form  in 
which  the  Journals  are  now  printed,  in  brevier  type, 
that  part  of  the  journal  thereof,  of  which  the  Sen- 
ate are  not  in  possession  of  any  printed  copy  ;  and 
that  there  be  printed  three  hundred  copies  thereof. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  James 
Shields;"  and  on  motioh  by  Mr.  Williams,  of 
Mississippi,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  te 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  concerning 
invalid  pensioners;  and  the  same  having  been 
amended,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

On  motion  by  Mf.  Van  Dyke,  the  reports  of  the 
Committee  on  Pensions  unfavorable  to  the  petitions 
of  Raleigh  C.Christians  and  of  Peter  Larkmswere 
taken  up,  and  severally  agreed  to. 

The  bill  for  the  relief^of  John  McGrew,  and 
others  ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Abiiah 
Hunt  and  William  Gordon  Forman  ;  and  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Elkanah  Finney  and  others;  sev- 
erally passed  through  Committees  of  the  Whole, 
and  were  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports,  and 
for  other  purposes,  was  received  from  tne  House 
of  Representatives,  and  twice  read  by  general  con- 
sent ;  and,  after  some  conversation  as  to  the  dis- 
position of  the  bill,  it  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  bills  from  the  other  House,  for  the  rdief  of 
John  Law  and  Jonathan  Elliott,  for  the  relief  of 
Jacob  Konkopot  and  others  of  the  Stockbridge 
tribe  of  Indians :  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Isnnc 
Melchior ;  for  tne  relief  of  Jowph  M.  Skinner ;  for 
the  relief  of  James  Merrill;  and  for  the  relief  of 
William  Coffin ;  were  severally  read  the  third 
time,  passed,  and  returned  to  the  other  Houne. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  o(  James  L.  Cathcirt 
was  taken  up,  and  some  time  spent  in  examining 
the  circumstances  of  the  claim,  which  were  ex- 

f plained  in  detail  by  Mr.  Brown  :  and,  after  reeeiv- 
ng  an  amendment  oflVrrd  by  Mr.  Rt'rvR  Kino, 
the  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Lloyd,  who  denired  some  further  lime  to 
look  into  the  merits  of  the  claim. 


TtJciDAV,  May  %, 
Mr.  PLiAeANxa,  from  the  Committee  on  Ntrtl 
A Airt.  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition 
of  Archibald  D.  Lord  and  others,    v  -  ■ 


Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  Smith 
and  Hawkins  and  others,  merchants,  of  Philadel- 
phia, against  an  increase  of  the  existing  tariff  of 
duties  on  goods  imported  from  foreign  countries  j 
and  the  memorial  was^  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  and 
also  the  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  Trimble  submitted  the  following  motions 
for  consideration : 

Retolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  cause  to  be 
prepared  and  laid  before  the  Senate,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  aeMion  of  CoiJgresa,  a  plan  for  em- 
ploying the  oiBcers  and  soldiers  of  the  Army  in  mak- 
ing a  minute  and  accurate  survey  of  the  inland  fron- 
tier of  the  United  Sutea ;  together  with  an  estimate 
of  the  additional  expenses  which  may  be  annually 
required  for  that  object. 

Kuolted,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  cause  to 
be  prepared  and  laid  before  the  Senate,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a  plan  for 
employing  the  Navy  in  completing  a  minute  and  ac- 
curate survey  of  the  coast  of  the  United  States ;  to- 
gether with  an  estimate  of  the  additional  expenses 
which  may  be  annually  required  for  that  object. 

Ketolved,  That  the  SecreUry  of  Ahe  Treasury  cause 
to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  the  Senate  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  aeesion  of  Congress,  a  state- 
ment of  the  money  which  has  been  annually  appro- 
priated and  paid,  since  the  year  ^775,  for  surrryiDg 
the  seacoast,  bays,  inlets,  harbors,  and  shoals,  and  for 
erecting,  supplying,  and  keeping  in  repair,  lighthouses, 
bescons,  and  buoys,  and  for  the  purchase  of  the  ground 
upon  which  the  same  may  have  been  erected. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to 
violations  of  our  neutrality ;  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  instructing  said  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  oi  prescribing  by  law  the  mode  of 
quartering  soldiers  during  war  in  the  houses  of 
citizens,  when  the  public  exigencies  may  make  it 
necessary ;  and  the  mode  by  which  private  prop- 
etty  may  be  taken  for  public  use,  designating  par- 
ticularly by  whose  orders  property  may  be  taicen,' 
the  manner  of  ascertaining  its  value,  and  the  mode 
by  which  the  owner  shall  receive,  with  the  leaat 
possible  delay,  the  just  compensation  for  the  same ; 
the  addrefw  of  the  ropretentatives  of  the  yearly 
meeting  of  the  Friends  of  New  England ;  the  me- 
morial of  the  inhabiunts  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island| 
against  the  admission  of  Missouri  without  reetriet- 
ing  slavery ;  the  memorial  of  the  citiiens  of  the 
State  of  Rhode  bland,  on  the  subject,  of  slavery  ; 
the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Arkannaa 
Territory,  praying  an  act  explanatory  of  the  acta 
providing  tor  their  territorial  form  of  government ; 
the  rr.<«olution  of  the  Senate  instructing  said  com- 
mittee to  inquire  whether  any  amendmrati  can  be 
made  in  the  criminal  rode  of  the  United  States 
by  which  to  punish  pentons  guilty  of  forging  papers 
or  vouchers  necessary  to  the  establishment  of  any 
claims,  now  or  hereafter  to  be  brought  againit  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  were  dlaoharffed 
Oom  the  further  consideration  thereof,  reapeotively. 
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A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  prevent  the  commanders 
and  other  officers  in  the  naval  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  from  accepting  of  any  present  or  emol- 
ument of  any  kind  whatever,  from  any  King, 
Prince,  or  foreign  State,  and  for  other  purposes  p' 
in  which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

'^  The  bill  was  read  twice  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  S.mith,  the  select  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Elijah  Hall 
Bay  and  others ;  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  on  the  subject  of  Brit- 
ish claims  to  lands  ;  and  also  the  resolution  of  the 
said  Legislature  relating  to  British  grants,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof 
respectively. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  praying 
the  grant  of  certain  sections  of  land,  for  purposes 
therein  mentioned,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by 
a  resolution  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  not 
granted.     The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Donnell  and  others,  of  Baltimore,  praying  the  ex- 
cltution  from  the  Chesapeake  bay  ot  cruisers  under 
the  flag  of  the  South  American  revolutionists,  and 
to  designate  certain  ports  for  their  entry ;  and  the 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Archibald  B.  Lord 
and  others,  officers  of  the  United  States  cutter 
Boxer,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  the  late  crew 
of  the  said  cutter ;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith, 
resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  first  instant,  concerning  naval  rules 
and  regulations  ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
■  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  lay  out  the 
road  and  canals  therein  mentioned  ;  and  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  tJie  order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  James  Leander  Cathcart;  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  to  revive  the  powers  of  the  commission- 
ers for  adjusting  land  claims  in  the  district  of  De- 
troit, &c.  was  taken  up  and  further  considered,  in 
Committee  of  the  Wnole,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading ;  as  was  also  the  bill  for  the  rdief  of  the 
heirs  of  Henry  Willis. 

The  bills  from  the  other  House  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  of  Abijah  Hunt ;  for  the  relief  of  John 
McGrew  and  others  ;  and  for  the  relief  of  Elka- 
nah  Finney,  were  severally  read  the  third  time, 
pawed,  and  returned  to  the  other  House. 

The  Senate  spent  some  time  in  Committee  on 


the  bill  concerning  invalid  pensioners ;  after  which 
the  bill  was  laid  over  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Louis  Joseph  de  Beau- 
lieu,  a  captain  in  Pulaski's  legion  in  the  Revolu>  ■^ 
tionary  war,  praying  to  be  placed  on  the  jItnsioiK 
list  under  the  act  of  March,  1818,  was  taken  ;dp 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  bill  was  so 
amended  as  to  require  the  petitioner  to  relinquish 
any  other  pension  which  he  may  now  receive  from 
the  United  States ;  and  on  the  question  of  order- 
ing the  bill  to  a  third  reading,  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — ayes  15,  noes  17;  so  the  bill  was 
rejected.  . 


Wednesday,  May  3. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  resolution  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  fix- 
ing a  period  for  the  termination  of  the  present 
sessionof  Congress,  with  an  amendment;  in  which 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  giving 
the  consent  of  Congress  to  a  compact  concluded 
between  the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee, 
for  the  settlement  of  their  boundary  line  ;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Eaton,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Brice,"  and,  no  amend- 
ment having  been  maae,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  C.  Withers,"  togeth- 
er with  an  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  and  the  amendment  having 
been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House 
amended,  and,  the  amendment  being  concurred  in, 
it  was  ordered  to  be  engrosMjd  and  toe  bill  be  read 
a  third  time  as  amended. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  which  had  been  referred  the 
bill  directing  the  purchase  of  two  hundred  copies 
of  Binns's  edition  of  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence, and  to  which  had  been  also  referred  the 
bill  from  the  other  House  for  the  relief  of  William 
Pancoast,  reported  the  same  without  amendment^ 
and  with  a  recommendation  that  both  bills  be 
rejected. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a 
report  unfavorable  to  the  expediency  of  any  pro- 
vision, at  this  time,  for  a  Delegate  for  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals,  reported  a  bill  to  lay  out 
the  route  and  prepare  the  plan  of  a  canal,  estimates 
of  expense.  «tc..  from  Late  Erie  to  the  navigable 
waters  of  the  Onio,  (from  the  waters  of  Sandusky 
to  those  of  Scioto :)  which  bill  was  twice  read,  by 
general  consent,  and  referred.  m 

The  report  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  on  the 
petition  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  Arkansas 
Territory,  praying  portions  of  the  public  lands  for 
a  seat  of  government,  and  for  the  seats  of  justice 
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of  the  counties  of  the  Territory,  and  aoverse  to 
granting  these  donations  at  present,  was  taken  up, 
and  agreed  to.  y 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  Senate  took  up 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  John  Heaps, 
(the  mail  carrier  who  was  recently  murdered,)  and 
It  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  nem.  eon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration,  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
James  Leander  Cathcart ;  which  was  amended, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  which  had  been  re- 
ferred the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports,  reported  the  same 
with  sundry  amendments. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  resolution  fixing  a  pe- 
riod of  adjournment,  as  amended  by  the  other 
House ;  and  after  some  discussion,  in  which  Messrs. 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Barbour,  Otis,  and  Mor^ 
RiL,  advocated  the  immediate  decision  of  the  ques^ 
tion,  and  agreement  on  the  day  proposed  by  the 
other  House,  and  in  which  Messrs.  Roberts  and 
BuRRiLL  were  opposed  to  acting  instanter,  and 
fixing  a  day  now  which  could  not  be  easily 
changed,  although  matters  of  great  importance 
might  transpire  in  the  meantime,  and  were  in  favor 
of  postponing  a  decision  until  to-morrow; 

The  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendment  of  the  other  House,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative  without  a  division  ;  so  that  the  15th 
day  of  the  present  month  is  fixed  by  both  Houses 
for  the  adjournment  of  the  session. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Henry 
Willis  was  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  return- 
ed to  the  other  House. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  revive  the  powers  of  the 
commissioners  appointed  to  settle  and  adjust  the 
titles  to  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  ttc.,  was 
read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  other 
House  for  concurrence. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  resolution  from  the 
other  House,  providing  for  distributing  to  such 
members  of  the  Convention  as  may  be  living,  each, 
a  copy  of  the  journal  of  the  Convention,  and  it 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  concerning  invalid  pensioners;  and  the  bill 
was,  without  further  debate,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Roberts,  postponed  indefinitely,  and  of  course 
rejected. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  to  grant  to  the 
Columbian  Insstitute  the  use  of  a  portion  of  the 
public  grounds  in  the  City  of  W^ashington,  during 
the  pleasure  of  Congress,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Trimble  proposed  a  substitute  to  the  bill, 
authorizing  a  lease  of  the  ground  for years. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Horsey, 
Brown,  and  Dana,  who  preferred  the  bill  as  it 
came  from  the  other  House ;  and  the  amendment 
was  negatived. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bills  from  the  other  House,  for  the  relief  of 
Beck  and  Harvey ;  for  the  relief  of  John  D.  Car- 
ter; for  the  relief^ of  Stephen  Baxter:  for  the  re- 
lief of  Daniel  Converse  and  George  Miller;  and 


for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Bickley  and  Catharine 
Clark,  administrators  of  John  Clark,  were  succes- 
sively considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
severally  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  from  the  House,  supplementary  to  the 
act  providing  for  lost  military  discharge  and  land 
warrants,  was  also  taken  up,  and,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  who  did  not  con- 
ceive any  further  legislation  on  the  subject  neces- 
sary, was  postponed  indefinitely. 

PUBLICATION  OF  THE  LAWS. 

The  Senate  next  took  up  the  bill  from  the  other 
Hou.se,  in  addition  to  the  act  providing  for  the 
publication  (in  newspapers)  oi  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  •,  to  which  bill  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee of  the  Senate,  to  which  it  had  been  refer- 
red, reported  an  amendment,  to  leave  the  niunber 
of  papers  in  each  State  to  be  selected  for  publish- 
ing the  laws  the  same  as  at  present,  (three,)  and 
providing  that  private  and  local  acts,  and  Indian 
treaties,  shall  not  hereafter  be  published  in  the 
newspapers,  excepting  treaties,  so  far  as  to  have 
them  published  in  the  States  more  immediately 
concerned. 

The  subject  gave  rise  to  some  discussion  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Smith,  who  explained  the  motives  of 
the  committee,  and  of  Messrs.  Lanman,  Bcrrill, 
and  Trimble  ;  and  the  amendment  wais  ultimately 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  WiLso.N  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so 
as  to  leave  the  compensation  allowed  for  publish- 
ing the  laws  the  same  as  now  fixed  by  law ;  and 
entered  into  some  explanations  (feeling  himself 
called  on  to  do  so,  by  the  consideration  that  the 
interest  of  many  individuals  was  concerned  who 
would  probably  look  to  him  to  place  the  matter  in 
a  proper  light  before  the  Senate)  to  show  that,  in- 
stead of  having  been  increased,  the  compensation 
was  less  than  it  was  previous  to  the  passage  of  the 
present  law ;  that  it  was  now  very  much  inferior 
to  what  was  paid  for  advertising  by  individuals, 
and  was  a  very  inadequate  remuneration  for  the 
services  performed;  and  would,  in  fact,  not  be 
accepted  ty  many,  were  it  not  for  other,  consider- 
ations, <Scc. 

The  bill  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bdrrill,  who 
wished  to  examine  further  this  part  of  the  subject, 
and  satisfy  himself  in  some  particulars,  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

The  Senate  next  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals, on  the  bill  concerning  the  road  from  Wheel- 
ing to  the  Mississippi,  and  canals  from  the  Chesa- 
peake to  the  Delaware,  and  from  the  Raritan  to 
the  Delaware.  (The  report  separates  the  two 
objects,  and  brings  them  before  the  Senate  in  dis- 
tinct bills.] 

Mr.  Smith  objected  to  the  bill  concerning  the 
road,  because  it  proposed  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
surveying  the  road  out  of  the  Treasury,  instead  of 
from  the  fund  set  apart  out  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands ;  not  knowing  why  money  should  be 
voted  for  roads  in  Ohio,  in  preference  to  other  parts 
of  the  countn*.    He  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  Noble. 
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Some  debate  arose  on  a  motioo  by  Mr.  Rco- 
QLBS  to  require  the  road  to  pass  by  Columbus,  the 
seat  of  government  of  Ohio — the  discusvsion  turn- 
ing on  the  expediency  of  now  going  so  far  into 
detail  as  to  designate  any  points  at  all,  except  the 
two  extreme  ones  ;  of  leaving  these  matters  to 
future  disposition,  and  merely  at  this  time  enacting  , 
a  general  provision,  reserving  all  other  questions 
for  future  legislation.  Messrs.  Ruggles,  Trim- 
ble, and  Roberts,  were  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment; and  Messrs.  King  of  New  York,  and  Tho- 
mas, against  afly  such  provision  at  this  time.  The 
amendment  was  finally  negatived  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  made  some  general 
remarks  on  the  advantages  which  would  result  to 
the  interest  of  the  United  States,  in  the  public 
lands  alone,  from  laying  out  and  marking  this  road, 
without  touching  on  the  great  considerations  of 
connecting  more  closely  the  different  parts  of  the 
Union,  of  public  security,  and  of  honor  to  the  na- 
tioB,  should  such  an  object  be  ultimately  accom- 
plished as  the  erection  of  a  ^reat  road  from  the 
Atlantic  waters  to  the  Mississippi,  &c. 

A  debate  arose  on  the  general  merits  of  the  bill, 
in  which  it  was  oppased  by  Mr.  Eaton  and  by 
Mr.  Smith  at  considerable  length ;  and  was  advo- 
cated repeatedly  and  much  at  large  bv  Mr.  Trim- 
ble-, and  was  supported  also  by  Mr.  £^dwards. 

Mr.  Smith  concluded  his  remarks  by  moving 
to  postpone  the  bill  until  the  first  of  April  next,  (to 
destroy  it  ;)  which  motion  was  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays,  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Mesars.  Barbour,  Eaton,  Gaillard,  King  of 
Alabama,  Leake,  Macon,  Otis,  Pleasanti,  Smith, 
Walker  of  Alabama,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee — 11. 

Nati — Messrs.  Burriil,  Dana,  Dickerson,  Edwards, 
Elliot,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  King 
of  New  York,  Lanman  Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Noble,  Palmer, 
Parrott,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Stokes.  Taylor, 
Thomas,  Tichenor,  Trimble,  Van  Dyke,  Walker  of 
Owrgia,  Williams  of  MiMiasippt,  and  Wilson — S7. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  making 
the  appropriation  for  defraying  the  expense  of  sur- 
veying the  road  payable  out  of  the  three  per  cent, 
fiind,  reserved  for  roads  out  of  the  sales  oi  land  in 
the  three  Northwestern  States,  instead  of  defraying 
it,  as  proposed  by  the  bill,  out  of  "  any  money  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated."  This 
motion  was  negatived,  and  the  bill  was  then  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 


Thursday,  May  4. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Groeme  Keith  Spence,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  amendments  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  establish  additional  land  offices  in  the 
State  of  Alabama,"  reported  the  same  with  amend- 
ments ;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  which  had  been  referred  the 
bill  to  enable  the  vestry  of  Rock  Creek  church 


to  sell  the  glebe  of  that  church,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation 
that  the  bill  be  reie<;ted. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Horsey,  the  f«me  commit- 
tee was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  > 
of  the  memoriaf  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  George- 
town, &c.,  prayinff  for  a  separate  court  west  of 
Rock  Creek — Mr.  H.  stating  that  no  reasons  had 
been  exhibited  to  the  committee  in  support  of  the 
application  suflScient  to  justify  the  measure. 

The  report  of  the  same  committee,  unfavoraMe 
to  the  expediency  of  making  any  provision  at 
present  for  a  delegate  in  Congress  from  the  said 
district,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  S.  Jones  was  taken  up,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Barbodr,  who  eariiestly  supported  the  equity  of 
the  relief  prayed  for,  and  opposed  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Committee  of  Finance  to  which  the  bill 
had  been  referred,  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely. 
The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was  sup- 

Eorted  by  Messrs.  Sanpord  and  Eaton;  and  the 
ill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading — yeas  18, 
nays  17. 

The  resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  Trimble  on 
Tuesday,  relative  to  surveys  of  the  inland  and 
maritime  frontiers,  dec,  were  taken  up. 

After  some  conversation  on  the  object  of  the 
resolutions,  which  was  explained  by  the  mover, 

The  first  resolution,  relative  to  tne  inland  fron- 
tier, was,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  second  resolution,  relative  to  the  survey  of 
the  maritime  frontier,  was  withdrawn  by  Mr. 
Trimble,  it  appearing  that  the  object  was  already 
provided  for  by  existing  laws. 

The  third  resolution,  calling  on  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  for  information  of  the  amount  of 
expenditures  on  the  maritime  frontier  for  surveys, 
lignt-houses,  dec,  was  agreed  to. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  Senate  then  took  up,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Horsey  in  the  Chair,)  the  bill  from 
the  other  House  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Barbour  moved  that  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  be  postponed  until  the  next  session 
of  Congress ;  and  followed  his  motion  by  a  speech 
of  some  length,  as  well  against  the  merits  and 
Ijea-'ings  of  tne  bill,  as  to  show  that  there  was  not 
time  at  this  late  period  of  the  session  to  act  ma-^ 
turely  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  DicKERBOK,  of  New  Jersey,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Presideni,  it  is  urged,  as  a  reason  for  post- 
poning the  present  bill,  that  many  members  of 
Congress  have  already  left  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment, that  many  others  are  about  to  depart,  and 
that  it  is  too  late  in  the  session  to  consider  this 
subject.  On  looking  round  the  Senate,  I  find  every 
gentleman  at  his  post,  except  one.  The  Senate, 
whatever  may  be  the  ca.s«  with  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, IS  unusually  full ;  and,  although  gen- 
tlemen are  extremely  anxious  to  leave  this  piaee, 
yet  they  should  be  restrained  by  a  sense  of  duty, 


and  remain  here  a  ^uf&cient  time  to  pass  upon  this 
bill,  which  has  passed  the  House  ot    Representa- 
tives, after  a  full  discussion  of  its  merits — a  bill  of  i 
the  utmost  importance  to  the  country,  and  one  | 
upon  which  the  decision  of  Congress  is  more  anx- 
iously expected  than  upon  any  measure  which  has 
occupied  our  attention  for  years  past.     Although 
it  is  late  in  the  session,  yet  there  is  ample  time  bie-  i 
tween  this  and  the  day  fixed  for  adjournment,  to  i 
discuss  this  subject  and  to  decide  upon  it ;  but  this 
plea  can  always  be  found  for  indefinitely  postpo- 
ning any  important  bill ;  and  we  may  observe  that  ; 
bills  of  the  highest  importance,  but  which  are  op-  ' 
posed  by  any  considerable  portion  of  Congress,  are  i 
constantly  nostpon«d,  from  time  to  time,  till  near  \ 
the  close  of  the  session,  and  then,  too  often,  inde-  | 
finitely  postponed  for  want  of  time.     In  this  way  | 
bills  of  the  greatest  importance  are  defeated  by  I 
minorities,  as  happened  last  session  with  the  bill 
for  altering  the  mode  of  selling  the  public  lands,     j 

We  are  told  that  nearly  all  the  information  we 
have  received  upon  this  subject  is  from  the  manu- 
facturers ;  that  they  have  petitioned  by  themselves 
and  by  the  Legislatures  of  States ;  and  that  they  I 
have  loaded  our  tables  with  their  pamphlets ;  and  I 
that  if  they  would  work  as  well  as  write,  they  I 
would  need  no  protection.     The  honorable  gen-  I 
tleman  (Mr.  Barbour)  does  remember  some  rep- 
resentations from  agricultural  societies  which  have 
been  printed  and  uiid  upon   our   tables ;   but  be 
should  also  recollect  the  representations  from  the 
importing  merchants  and  Chambers  of  Commerce 
against  this  bill,  in  which  they  represent,  with  all 
the  strength  the  subject  admits  of,  the  inconve- 
niences that  will,  in  their  opinion,  result  from  pass- 
ing this  bill.     We  have  abundant  information  on 
aJlsides  of  this  question,  for  it  has  been  a  constant 
theme  of  discussion  for  the  two  last  years. 

We  are  informed  that  this  bill  has  progressed 
thus  far,  and  that  the  Treasury  Department  has 
not  been  consulted  as  to  its  operation  on  the  reve- 
nue ;  that  we  are  about  to  diminish  our  imports  to 
an  alarming  degree,  when  our  Treasury  is  empty ; 
to  impose  an  enormous  tax  upon  the  agricultural 
interest  for  the  sole  benefit  ol  the  manufacturers, 
by  a  measure  equally  destructive  of  the  morality 
and  the  happiness  of  this  country. 

The  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to 
whom  this  bill  was  referred,  did  consult  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury ;  and  we  may  assure  gen- 
tlemen that  there  is  no  apprehension  in  that  de- 
partment that  this  bill,  if  passed  into  a  law,  will 
cause  any  serious  or  permanent  diminution  of  our 
imposts.  Upon  a  careful  examination  of  the  bill, 
I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  it  would  add  more 
than  a  million  of  dollars  annually  to  our  revenue. 
But  the  idea  that  we  are  about  to  lay  an  enormous 
tax  upon  the  farmer,  for  the  benefit  of  the  manu- 
facturer, although  altogether  incorrect,  has  great 
weight,  and  will  probaoly  do  more  to  defeat  the 
bill  than  all  other  considerations  together. 

It  has  been  considered  as  an  axiom  in  political 
arithmetic,  not  needing  nor  even  admitting  of 
proof,  that,  if  we  increase  the  duties  on  articles 
which  we  import,  we,  in  the  same  degree,  increase 
the  price  to  the  consumer ;  and  it  is  generally  sup- 


posed, that,  by  such  increased  duties,  we  so  far 
diminish  the  imports  as  to  diminish  the  revenue. 
Our  own  history  will  sufficiently  show  the  fallacy 
of  such  opinions.  Increased  duties  do  not  neces- 
sarily increase  the  price  of  goods  to  the  consumer 
in  proportion  to  the  advance  of  the  duties ;  on 
some  it  will  produce  but  an  inconsiderable  aug- 
mentation of  price,  on  others  probably  none. 

An  increase  of  duties  upon  articles  not  the 
growth  or  production  of  this  country,  will,  gener- 
ally, increase  the  price  to  the  consumer  to  an  amount 
a  little  higher  than  the  increa.se  of  the  duty;  but 
this  is  far  from  being  the  case  with  articles  pro- 
duced or  manufactured  here. 

Suppose  the  foreign  manufacturer  to  derive  a 
profit  of  fifteen  per  cent,  upon  the  woollen  and 
cotton  ^oods  sold  in  our  market,  and  we  increase 
the  duties  on  those  articles  ten  per  cent,  for  the 
purpose  of  encouraging  the  domestic  manufactu- 
rer. If  the  foreign  manufacturer  will  content  him- 
self with  five  per  cent,  profit,  rather  than  abandon 
our  market,  he  will  continue  to  sell  his  goods  at 
precisely  the  same  prices  as  before ;  there  will  be 
no  decrease  of  imports,  and  ten  po'  cent,  upon  the 
articles  thus  sold  will  be  put  into  our  Treasury  at 
the  sole  expense  of  the  foreign  manufacturer. 
This,  it  is  true,  is  no  particular  benefit  to  the  man- 
ufacturing interest,  but  it  b  a  substantial  benefit  to 
the  country. 

Let  me  elucidate  this  principle  by  a  matter  of 
fact  of  recent  occurrence.  Two  years  a^o,  when 
we  increased  the  duty  on  bar  iron  from  nine  to  fif- 
teen dollars  on  the  ton,  it  was  said  it  would  oper- 
ate as  a  bounty  of  so  much  per  ton  to  those  who 
had  bar  iron  on  hand  ;  that  it  would,  to  the  same 
amount,  increase  the  {H'ice  to  the  consumer;  and 
that  it  would  diminish  the  revenue  upon  this  arti- 
cle. These  predictions,  however,  have  failed  in 
every  particular ;  bar  iron  has  not  risen  in  price 
from  that  day  to  this ;  it  has  not  operated  as  a 
bounty  to  those  who  had  quantities  of  bar  iron  on 
hand ;  it  has  not  increased  the  expense  to  the  con- 
sumer; and,  so  far  from  diminisning  the  revenue 
upon  this  article,  it  has  been  constantly  increasing. 

By  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  it 
appears  that  the  duties  on  hammered  bar  iron  in 
1B17  amounted,  afiter  deducting  the  drawback,  to 
8154,315;  in  1818,  first  year  ot  the  increased  du- 
ties, it  amounted  to  ai208,95l ;  in  1819,  to  $250,377  ; 
and  there  is  but  little  doubt,  from  what  we  already 
know,  that  the  increase  will  be  still  greater  in  the 
present  year.  As  the  adding  six  dollars  per  ton 
to  the  duties  on  bar  iron  did  not  increase  the  price 
in  1818,  no  one  who  knows  any  thing  of  this  trade 
will  doubt  that  the  same  increase  of  duty  might 
have  been  imposed  in  1816,  without  increasing  the 
price.  There  might,  therefore,  have  beeci  a  clear 
saving  to  the  Treasury  of  six  dollars  per  ton  on  all 
bar  iron  imported  into  this  country  for  home  con- 
sumption, ^om  1816  to  1818,  and  that  without 
costing  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  a  cent. 
The  difference  between  the  duties  received  at  nine 
dollars  per  ton,  and  which  might  have  been  re- 
ceived at  fifteen  dollars  per  toa,  amounted,  in  the 
year  1816,  to  $76,044  ;  in  1817,  to  $61,188  ;  in  all, 
to  $137,232.    This  sum,  therefore,  may  be  con- 
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sidered  as  lost  to  the  Treasury,  in  consequence  of 
the  unreasonable  prejudice  against  the  manufac- 
ture of  bar  iron  in  this  country— an  article  of  prime 
necessity  at  all  times,  and  indispensable  in  time  of 
war. 

The  sums  saved  to  the  Treasun",  by  increasing 
the  duties  in  1818,  or  the  ditierence  between  the 
duues  at  nine  and  fifteen  dollars,  amounted,  in  that 
y«ff>  to  889,530;  in  1819,  to  8100,130;  for  the 
half  of  the  present  year,  estimated  at  the  same  rate 
«oO,075;  amounting  in  all,  to  $239,755,  gained  tJ 
our  Treasury,  at  the  exclusive  expense  of  the  for- 
eign manufacturer.  The  sum  thus  gained,  added 
to  what  we  should  have  gained  had  the  duty  on 
bar  iron  been  put  at  fifteen  dollars  per  ton,  in  1816 
amount  to  8376,987.  An  increase  of  duties  upon 
a  great  variety  of  articles,  which  we  manufacture 
in  Dart  for  ourselves,  would  be  attended,  in  a  greater 
or  less  degree,  by  similar  resulLs. 

The  effect  which  may  reasonably  be  expected 
from  an  increase  of  duties  on  articles  which  we 
import  in  part,  and  manufacture  in  part,  for  our 
own  consumption,  if  so  great  as  to  prevent  any 
considerable  part  of  the  importation  is  this ;  the 
loreign  manufacturer,  in  order  to  maintain  himself 
m  our  market,  will  sell  his  goods  at  a  less  profit 
than  before.     Say  the  reduction  in  his  prices  shall 
amount  to  half  the  increase  of  duties,  the  domestic 
manufacturer  must  sell  for  the  same  price,  or  be 
driven  from  the  market.     In  this  case,  one-half  the 
duties  would  go  into  our  Treasury  at  the  expense 
of  the  foreign  manufacturer ;  the  other  half  would 
be  at  the  expense  of  the  consumer.     But,  if  these 
goods  are  of  general  consumption,  the  tax  upon 
the  consumer  is  an  equitable  tax  upon  the  citizens 
generally,  and  nothing  is  lost,  inasmuch  as  what  we 
pay  goes  into  the  General  Treasury.     The  comne- 
UUon  between  the  foreign  and  domestic  manufac- 
turer will  keep  the  articles  at  low  prices,  and  effec- 
tually prevent  imposition  upon  the  purchaser.  Our 
manufactures  under  such  protection,  would  con- 
tinue gradually  to  improve,  and  to  be  extended  • 
their  improvements  would  produce  a  saving  in 
labor  and  expense;  the  consequence  would  be  a 
gradual  reduction  of  prices,  by  which  the  foreign 
manulacturer  would,  in  time,  be  excluded  from  our 
market ;  but  not  until  domestic  competition  should 
have  brought  down  the  prices  to  the  lowest  grade 
at  which  they  can  be  sold,  and  allow  a  reasonable 
profit  to  the  manufacturer,     i'his  is  the  case  with 
many  articles  now,  particularly  with  nails,  an  arti- 
cle of  the  most  common  consumptioii,  on  which 
there  is  a  duty  of  four  cents  per  pound.     Nothing  i 
can  be  more  incorrect,  than  that  the  farming  inter- 
«t  is  taxed  to  the  amount  of  the  increased'duties 
lor  the  benefit  ol  the  manufacturers. 

If  it  be  true,  as  many  gentlemen  seem  to  think 
and  as  some  verily  believe,  that,  by  introducing  and 
encouraging  manufactures  m  this  country  we 
brmg  upon  ourselves,  and  entail  upon  posterity  a  ' 
lasting  curse,  it  would  afford  an  argument  for  our 
returning  to  our  former  state  of  colonies,  towards 
Which  we  might  have  perceived  some  awful  squint- 
mgs  during  the  last  war. 

While  colonies,  the  mother  country  took  espe- 1 
cial  care  that  we  should  manufacture  nothing  for  | 
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I  ourselves  that  she  could  make  for  us.  She  took 
care  that  we  should  not  divert  our  attention  to 
labor-saving  machinery.  The  erection  of  rolling 
or  slitting  mills  in  the  colonies  was  strictly  pro- 
hibited. It  was  declared  in  Parliament,  that  we 
ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  make  a  hob-nail.  The 
privilege  ol  shoeing  horses  was  tolerated  with  some 
degree  of  impatience. 

_  This  policy  on  the  part  of  the  mother  country 
found  many  advocates  here,  and  the  race  seems 
not  yet  to  be  extinct.  It  was  submitted  to  with- 
out a  struggle ;  for  to  struggle  was  in  vain  ;  cer- 
tain ruin  attended  any  one  who  should  have  the 
rashness  to  invest  his  capital  in  manufacturing 
establishments.  , 

But  when  attempts  were  made  to  impose  a  slight 
tax  upon  us,  much  less  oppressive  than  the  restric- 
tions on  our  manufactures,  universal  opposition 
was  excited  ;  and  under  that  excitement  we  were 
able  to  perceive  that  we  had  been  cruelly  oppressed 
by  restrictions  upon  our  manufactures ;  and  this 
was  the  theme  ol  many  patriotic  declamations  and 
resolutions. 

When  our  Revolutionary  war  commenced,  we 
experienced  infinite  embarrassment  for  want  of 
manufacturing  establishments.  Thousands  of  our 
^Idlers  perished  for  want  of  suitable  clothiiig. 
Every  possible  exertion  was  made  to  encourage 
manulactures,  with  a  determination  to  persevwe 
m  them,  not  only  as  a  permanent  advantage  to 
this  country,  but  a  permanent  injury  to  our  enemy. 

On  the  return  of  peace,  we  seemed  satisfied  with 
having  established  our  independence.  Manufac- 
ture, were  soon  forgotten.  Those  who  had  em- 
barked their  fortunes  in  such  establishments  were 
abandoned,  without  remorse,  to  inevitable  ruin. 
Every  corner  of  the  Union  was  deluged  with  cheap 
goods,  of  British  manufacture  ;  people  purchased 
while  they  had  money  or  credit.  This  was  soon 
lollowed,  as  might  have  been  easily  predicted,  by 
a  scene  of  extensive  ruin ;  against  which  many 
States  endeavored  to  provide  by  laws  to  delay  the 
collection  ol  debts,  to  assig^n  properly  in  the  pay- 
ment of  executions,  and  by  issuing  a  flood  of  paper 
money.  *^'^ 

On  the  adoption  of  our  present  Constitution, 
the  navigation,  the  shipping,  and  the  commercial 
interest,  as  the  source  of  revenue,  engrossed  the 
attention  of  Congress.     Manufactures  were  pros- 
trate  and  no  efforts  were  made  to  revive  them. 
1  he  first  tariff  was  laid  with  a  timid  hand ;  extreme 
caution  was  exercised,  lest  the  duties  should  be  so 
high  upon  articles  which  we  could    produce  or 
manufacture  for  ourselves,  as  to  decrease  the  im- 
portation so  much  as  to  lessen  the  revenue,  while 
comparatively  high  duties  were  put  upon  articles 
not  ol  the  growth  or  manufacture  of  this  country. 
1  his  will  appear,  by  comparing  the  high  duties 
upon  tea  and  coffee  with  the  low  duties  upon  cot- 
ton and  woollen  goods,  iron,  dec,  which  were  put 
at  the  low  duty  ot  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem.     The 
same  kind  of  timid  policy,  the  same  fear  of  en- 
couraging manufactures,  has  prevailed  in  a  greater 
or  less  degree  in  all  the  tariffs  that  have  been  sub- 
sequently adopted. 

By  this  shipping-commercial-revenue  system, 
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we  have  been  subservient  to  the  interests  of  Great 
Britain  ;  and^  from  the  pe^ce  of  1783  till  some 
time  in  the  French  revolution,  we  afforded  them 
greater  advantages  than  we  ever  had  done,  in  a  like 
period,  during  the  time  we  were  colonies. 

The  wars  growing  out  of  the  French  revolution 
gave  us  advantages  which  we  never  enjoyed  be- 
fore, and  shall  probably  never  witness  again. 
Commerce  seemed  the  only  road  to  riches ;  manu- 
factures were  touUy  neglected.  Our  citizens 
embarked  their  capital  in  trade,  intoxicated  with 
the  prospect  of  sudden  wealth.  These  prospects 
were  much  obscured  by  the  Orders  in  Council  and 
the  Beriin  and  Milan  Decrees  ;  but  while  we  were 
dreaming  that  the  days  of  our.  prosperity  were 
about  to  return,  our  commercial  interest  led  us  into 
a  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Notwithstanding  our  former  experience,  we  were 
again  extremely  distressed  for  the  want  of  manu- 
facturing establishments,  and  this  distress  fell  with 
peculiar  severity  upon  the  army.  A  large  portion 
of  commercial  capital,  for  want  of  other  employ- 
ment, was  immediately  invested  in  manufacturing 
establishments ;  and,  wherever  those  establi^hmenls 
were  made,  the  country  flourished  beyond  any 
former  example,  even  under  the  pressure  of  war. 
Agriculture  advanced  in  a  like  proportion,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  domestic  market  for  the  produce  of 
the  earth ;  lands  rose  in  value ;  improvements  in 
cultivation,  in  houses,  barns,  and  IVnces,  were  per- 
ceivi'd  wherever  manufactures  were  successful. 
Had  the  war  continued  two  years  longer,  the  man- 
ufacturing interest  could  not  now  le  shaken. 

It  was  confidently  expected  that  Congijess  would 
not  suffer  manufacturing  establishments,  which 
had  cost  sixty  millions  of  dollars,  and  w^ch  were 
indispensable  in  time  of  war,  to  go  to  idecay  in 
time  of  peace.  By  a  complete  protection  of  our 
manufactures,  we  should  have  done  more  for  our 
country  than  would  have  balanced  the  whole  ex- 
pense of  the  war,  and  we  should  have  injured 
England  to  an  amount  beyond  her  loss  of  money 
and  ships.  By  a  contrary  course  w^e  have  sacrificed 
millions  of  property,  and  thrown  thousands  of  la- 
borers idle  upon  society. 

The  oversowing  warehouses  of  Europe  were 
emptied  on  our  shores ;  our  imports,  in  one  year 
after  the  war,  amounted  to  more  than  one  hundred 
and  fifty  millions  of  dollars,  upon  which  we  derived  a 
revenue  of  more  than  thirty-six  millions  of  dollars. 
Our  merchants  became  infatuated,  by  calculating 
the  profits  they  were  about  to  make  upon  such  an 
extensive  commerce;  and,  that  theu-  expenses 
might  correspond  with  their  imaginary  wealth, 
they  bought  country  houses,  city  houses,  horses, 
carriages,  established  expensive  equipages,  filled 
their  rooms  with  splendid  furniture,  and  their  cel- 
lars with  costly  wines.  Even  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress  were  thrown  off  their  balance  by  the 
thirty-six  millions  of  revenue;  and,  by  way  of 
squandering  our  surplus  funds,  passed  a  pension 
law,  which  was  neither  asked  nor  expected  by  the 
country,  which  will  cost  at  least  twenty  millions 
of  dollars,  and  which  we  have  endeavored  to  cor- 
rect by  a  law  more  harsh  in  its  operation  than  any 
other  which  has  received  the  sanction  of  Congress. 


During  this  commercial  delirium  manafacturers 
have  kicked  the  beam.  In  vain  they  have  asked 
some  adequate  protection  ;  they  could  not  put  thir- 
ty-six millions  of  dollars  into  the  Treasury ;  they 
could  afford  no  profit  to  the  importing  merchant 
Their  application  was  considered  as  troublesome 
and  unreasonable ;  they  were  reproached  for  hav- 
ing asked  high  prices  for  their  goods  during  the 
war;  and  their  sufferings  were  considered  as  a  just 
retribution  for  what  w^as  called  their  former  ex- 


tortion. 

We  now  witness   the  extreme  distress  of  our 
country,  produced  by  pursuing  commerce  to  the 
exclusion  of  manufactures.     Commerce  itself  is 
nearly  annihilated.     Had  manufactures  been  in  a 
flourishing  condition,  the  loss  of  commerce  would 
have  been  attributed  to  that  caQse alone;  but  man- 
ufactures, as  well  as  agriculture,  are  also  prostrate. 
The  two  latter  might  soon  be  made  to  revive,  by 
means  in  our  power,  but  the  former  cannot  be  ex- 
tended to  its  former  importance  for  many  years  yet 
to  come.     The  merchants  of  Europe  are  now  their 
own  carriers.     Their  mercantile  jealousy  will  ef- 
fectually prevent  us  from  enjoying  any  larger  por- 
tion of  the  commerce  of  the  wond  than  comes  to 
our  proper  share.      This  will  require  but  a  very 
inconsiderable  part  of  thc  capital,  and  employ  but 
a  small  portion  of  the  eitisens  of  our  country.   Our 
internal  commerce  and  coasting  trade  will  be  vast- 
ly niore  important,  and  will  increase  with  the  ex- 
tension of  domestic  manufactures. 

Our  foreign  commerce,  however,  is  in  the  highest 
degree  beneficial  to  the  country,  and  should  be 
cherished,  as  it  always  has  been,  by  our  laws,  but 
not  to  the  exclusion  of  other  important  interests. 
That  part  of  our  commerce  which  is  employed  in 
bringing  articles  of  luxury  to  this  country,  for  home 
consumption,  which  contribute  nothing  to  our  ra- 
tional happiness  or  prosperity,  or  in  bringing  arti- 
cles of  necessity,  but  such  as  we  ought  to  produce 
or  manufacture  for  ourselves,  so  far  as  jt  goes,  in- 
volves our  country  in  distress,  and,  if  tolerated, 
ought  not  to  be  encouraged  by  our  laws. 

By  far  the  greater  portion  of  our  citizens  should 
be  employed  in  agricultural  pursuits ;  but  the  num- 
ber that  can  be  profitablv  employed  in  agriculture  is* 
limited,  and  that  limit  nas  already  been  passed  in 
some  of  the  States.     The  poorer  lands  will  not  be 
brought  into  cultivation  till  population  begins  to 
press  upoii  subsistence.  Such  soils  must,  in  this  coun- 
try, renaain  for  ages,  for  such  pasture  and  wood  as 
they  wil!  produce,  unless  manufactures  be  encou- 
raged.     When  there  are  hands  enough  employed 
to  till  all  the  good  land  in  any  State,  except  such 
as  should  always  remain  for  wood  and  pasture,  no 
more   can   be  profitably  employed.      Populatioftj 
however,  will  not  be  retarded;  for  the  means  of 
subsistence  will  be  abundant,  inasmuch  as  the  labor 
of  one  man  will  afford  subsistence  for  twenty.    The 
surplus  population,  therefore,  in  a  simply  agricul- 
tural country,  would  become  idle  for  want  of  em- 
ployment, and  would  become  a  heavy  burden  upon 
the  laboring  classes.     Such  a  population  weakens 
a  country. 

People,  to  a  certain  extent,  so  far  as  they  can  be 
profitably  employed,  are  the  wealth  and  strength 
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K»  «  w  "T\.  ^^1'  opinion  is  not  at  all  impaired 
bv  a  knowledge  that  an  orer^rown  popuJatwn  is 
vl  ^«  ""'  "^"""T  '^^^  ^alTs  upon  or.,,^ie^ 

has  a  sufficient  population  to  till  all  the  gJod?and 
and  a  surplus  population,  which  must  5so  be  pri 

ence,  all  the  surplus  produce  of  the  farmer  orer  and 

T^IffeTt  this''"  ^^"P^"'.^'^'  ^  '■^^^'^°  '"""t 
1  o  eflect  this  commerce  and  manufactures  must  be 

encouraged,  but  esnecially  the  latter,  whicrmay^ 

m  time,  afford  to  tKe  farmer  a  steady  home  marke 

fa  ion   ^rt'P  '°  ''"  '""'r'  ^'^'^^^  ^ffl«  <^alcu 

parat.rely  ins.gnihcant;  it  .s  always  precario™ 

the   ?o  P°  '°?°"'-  .^r"'  '^^  ^^'^  dfscoTered  that' 
the  fore  gn   demand  for  our  produce  is  hmilwJ 

"ttSrunir^'^^  °"  ---  «^  P'<^-^  ^« 
The  population  of  Europe  is  nearly  stationary 

Jp^k^'i-       °J  l^**  '^^°  ^^«  rulw  of  political 

The  time  was  when  all  the  subjects  of  these 

ZZZ"T%''''''^^  ^  profitablvemj^loyil  in  ag^ 
culture;  for  Europe  wanted  of  us  more  than  we 
could  produce.  6ut  that  time  has  long  since  ^ 
ed,  and  Pennsylvania  alone  can  now  give  a  gr^ 
surnhK  of  agricultural  produce  than  al!  the  cK  L 
ZnH  r"  \'^^'^jr  >?o;  while  the  foreign  d^ 
mand  for  such  produce  has  not,  and  probabfy  w^ 
not  increase,  except  for  very  short  peViodT  and    n 

TrfZ,  fiiL  ,/''^^.'  ™*y  ^  *^»»  »»"»»  and  gran- 
aries filled  with  the  bounties  of  Heaven  to  perish 
on  h„  hands.  Such  scenes  are  frequ^n,  fn  the 
wes  ern  country,  where  we  see  miser/in  °he  midsl 

of  fhf°  I  •     ?'^'  ^^^^"''^  ^'  'i"Je  to  the  wS 
^I        fc^'  '^"'/'»o"gh  to  convince  me  tha   l^JiS 
cheap  goods  of  foreign  manufacture  there    smJch 
more  ruinous  to  the Tnhabitants  than  in^'tat«n^r 
our  great  seaports    where  there  will  dwa^s^ 
some  demand  for  tie  produce  of  the  soU    7^eei! 
CohuJdT'T'''^  d'-y^oods,  byland,  one  or 
U?K- k  ?u^  "/l"'  "  ^^^y  '"fl"»g,  while  the  value 
of  the  bulky  and  heavy  produce  ofthe  famer  J^M 
not  pay  the  expense  of  such  transportation     Th^ie 
seen  the  stores  of  Harrisburir  CaHiX    Sk 

British  drv  goods,  and  selling  at  rates  as  chean  a, 
thev  coul^  be  retailed  for  in  kiladel^h.a     P^ol 

Zn.m  .  Their  produce,  if  taken  in  exchange 
most  be  at  such  reduced  prices  as  to  be  extremflv 
oppressive  to  the  farmer.  »iremeiy 

If  the  farmer  could  compress  his  produce  of  the 
^ue  of  a  thousand  dollari,  into  the  comrL  of  «  I 
bale  of  cotton,  and  reduce  it  to  the  sameS^i^ht   ' 

en,  indeed,  he  mi<rhr   .,.k,„^„   ;.  ?    T.^'f'*  ' 


might   exchange  it  for  British 


joods;  but  his  pro^-J'ce  wm^;;?^a';  the^X's^ 
of  transportatK>n,  while  dry  goods  seem  to  fly ^,^^ 


h«l7Sf  ^r  '^'"'^  ^"PP«^^  'ho««  goods  to 
wer!  ^^  l^^^^fa^-^Hred  in  tL  towns  whire  th^ 
were  sold,  the  manufacturers  would  have  wanted 
the  produce  of  the  farmer;  a  fair  exchange,  mut^ 
a  ly  beneficial  to  the  parties,  would  hav^  taken 

.moted.  If  these  towns,  with  the  surroun(fing 
country  and  all  other  places  similarly  situated 
should  have  all  their  goods  manufacfur^d  by  arl' 
sans  residing  among  them,  taking  their  p^duce 
.n  exchange,  and  affording  them  a  VmanJm  an  J 
domestic  market,  it  would  tend  mJre  to  their  ad 
vantage,  their  nches,  strength,  prosperity,  and 
happiness,  than  if  those  goods  were  manufactur^ 
ratis  '''  '  '""^    presented   to   them 

No  nation  can  be  great  by  agriculture  alone 
because  a  small  popJation  can  till  all  the  gc^d 
soil.  No  nation  can  be  permanently  greaf  bv 
commerce  or  manufactures  alone,  b«:ause  their 
S;Sn^'^^''  d^P^nds  more  upon  fore.^  nations  than 
upon  their  own  industry  or  enterpriser  depend- 
ence always  precarious,  and  not  to  be  reliixl  Enon 

cuh.!r°  T''  ^/^atand  independent  by Tri- 
culture  and  manufactures,  and  thVdomesiic  trade 
incident  to  such  a  state-  but  if  f^r^^T 
hp  a/iH^    ;»  ''"»»e,  Dui,  II  loreign  commerce 

wk!i        '^ ^i?"""  *''^°S^o  «°d  activity  to  the 
whole,  and  adds  greatly  to  the  wealth,  prLj^nty 
and  happiness  of  a  nation.     AH  must  be  combined 
to  produce  the  best  effect.  comomed 

,rv  i  1.^'**''''^^"^°^  of  manufactures  in  this  coun- 
try will  open  a  boundless  field  for  the  enterlrii  of 

T  f  "if '*"'  ""*''  "^^'  «°  agriculture,  wifrmM 
effectually  promote  the  genera? prosperity     Th™« 
penence  of  the  last  war  has  proveiThaf,  where"r 
manufactures  were  established,  there  agriculture 
has  flourished ;  their  inter«r,  are  identified      They 
conjointly,  with  one  voice,   ask  you  to  protw\ 

cau^e  of'll'^^^ni  ^"''  '"!!  T'"  °«»  cease  whTe  the 
cause  of  It  continues,  and  that  it  will  do  while  the 

merchant  inundates  our  country  with  Bi^fsh  and 

Lrii?  iTf '  ""^''^  ^'  *^"  ^°  "«der  ou7pr«in1 
tariff,  while  an  overgrown  population  in  ESgUnd 
and  India  work  for  a  bare  Usistence-*  X" 
tnZf  '^'r 'r  °' '°  -^"'^  '^'  °'<^»t  calcuktion 

were  r^e^icL  ,  °r  °^  ^""^''l.*-  '^  °"^  P^P^^ation 
were  reduced  to  the  same  d  stress,  by  the  same 
^use,  neither  English  nor  India  gWs  wouS^ 

or  th/t  !t  ^  ^""^^  P'^P*'  ^^-^"^  »"<=h  a  cause, 
or  that  our  Government  should  .seek  to  derive 
advantage  from  the  distress  and  i^JU^  of  "he 

w^ht  ^^?l."f  ^'^ef"™^'!'*  in  acquiring  national 
wealth,  with  little  regard  to  fctoianity,  it  is  true 
d  ^.over  a  degree  of  sagacity  not  witniUd  in^' 
other  nation.     The  very  wretchednes.,,  poJertJ 

t^rre^i'    /r^^^'^fi'^r  '°  '"'^y  contributions  on 

lures.     The  wretch  who  works  for  six  pence  a 

m7r;.;S;td',;f '  '°  his  employer,  and  h^to'th: 
merchant  and  shipper:  and,  all  together  aflbrd  an 
abundant  source  of  revenue  to  Te  G^veraWt 
The  advantages  which  England  derives  f^he 
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poverty  and  distress  of  her  subjects,  strengthened 
by  her  laws  of  selfish  policy,  we  must  counteract 
by  laws  which  will  afliird  a  protection  to  laborers 
as  well  as  their  employers;  our  laborers  must  have 
a  reasonable  compensation  for  their  services.  This 
is  the  dictate  as  well  of  policy  as  of  humanity. 

It  has  been  said  that  our  population  is  too  sparse 
to  admit  of  manufactures.     This  is  a  great  error, 
so  far  as  respects  manufacturing  for  ourselves.    In 
the  interior  of  the  country,  agriculture  and  manu- 
factures should  becotemporaneous — should  go  hand 
in  hand;  in  the  Atlantic  States  agriculture  may 
precede  manufactures ;  but  as  soon  as  there  is  a 
surplus  population  over  and  above  what  are  re- 
quired for  tilling  the  best  lands,  it  is  a  decisive  in- 
dication that  the  interest  of  the  country  requires 
an  immediate  application  to  manufactures.     Our 
customs  are  a  convenient  source  of  revenue  m  time 
of  peace,  but  fail  us  in  time  of  war,  when  most 
wanted.     An  immediate  transition  from  duties  on 
goods  to  a  direct  tax,  for  a  large  portion  of  our 
revenue,  nmst  at  all  times  be  felt  as  a  severe  in- 
convenience.    A  system  of  excise,  in  time  of  war, 
could  easQy  be  adopted,  and  the  duties  collected 
last  war  on  domestic  manufactures  prove  what 
might  be  done  in  future,  if  those  manufactures 
should  be  encouraged. 

The  revivaiof  manufactures  would  put  into  ac- 
tive operation  millions  of  capital,  and  it  would 
give  employment  to  thousands  of  laborers  who  are 
now  idle.  The  busy  scenes  of  1813,  1814,  and 
1815,  would  revive.  All  hands  would  find  em- 
ployrnent ;  industry  its  reward ;  prosperity  and 
happiness  would  again  return;  our  imports  would 
decrease;  we  should  recover  from  our  ruinous 
trade  with  Great  Britain  and  India,  the  chief  cause 
of  our  present  distress.  The  balance  of  trade 
against  us,  with  England  alone,  should  convince 
us  that  our  policy,  with  regard  to  manufactures, 
has  been  radically  wrong.  The  aggregate  balance 
of  trade  against  us  with  that  nation,  from  the  year 
1795  to  the  present  time,  is  more  than  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  millions  of  dollars. 

I  hope  ana  trust  we  may  see  the  day  when  we 
shall  reciprocate  on  the  European  nations  the  ex- 
clusive regulations  which  they  rigidly  observe  with 
respect  to  us;  that  we  shall  be  truly  national,  not 
only  as  it  respects  our  navigation,  shipping,  and 
commecce^but  our  manufactures. 

Socfii^  gentlemen  are  the  professed  enemies  of 
manufacturing  establishments,  and  attribute  to 
them  all  the  vices  and  miseries  which,  in  Eng- 
land, result  from  an  overgrown  population.  The 
arguments  of  such  gentlemen  can  be  fairly  met. 
But  the  manufacturing  establishments  are  in  more 
danger  from  some  of  their  professed  friends,  who 
wish  them  well,  hope  they  will  go  on  and  succeed, 
but  will  do  nothing  for  their  protection.  And 
why?  Sir,  the  struggles  of  our  manufacturers, 
unprotected,  keep  down  the  price  of  goods  in  the 
market,  to  the  great  accommodation  of  such  friends 
to  manufacturers.  Had  our  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments been  abandoned  in  1816,  goods  would 
now  be  twenty  per  centum  higher  in  our  market. 
The  manufacturers  of  bar  iron  have  been  pressed  i 
to  the  earth  in  their  struggles  to  participate  in  our  j 


market;  but  had  they  abandoned  their  works  at 
the  end  of  the  war,  and  consented  to  be  ruined  at 
once,  rather  than  by  piece-meal,  bar  iron  would 
now  be  selling  in  Philadelphia  and  New  York  at 
one  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  per  ton.  It  is  not 
at  all  surprising  that  domestic  manufactures  should 
haye  friends  of  this  character. 

But,  sir,  the  manufacturers  feel  indignant  at  the 
situation  m  which  they  are  placed  and  the  pur- 
poses to  which  they  are  made  subservient ;  and  the 
people  of  all  classes  around  them,  and  who  have 
I  intercourse  with  them,  partake  of  the  same  sen- 
timent.    Wherever  those  establishments  are  made, 
[  the  people  speak  to  you  with  united  voice.     Ther 
speak  by  their  petitions  and  remonstrances,  with 
which  your  table  is  loaded ;  they  speak  to  you  by 
their   Legislatures;    Rhode   Island,   ConnecticuL 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
and  Ohio,  are  nearly  unanimous ;  and  a  large  por- 
tion of  Vermont,  Maryland,  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois,  are  in  favor  ol  giving  fur- 
ther protection  to  our  manufactures.    Three  or 
four  millions  of  people  ask  you  for  this  protection ; 
and  shall  they  not  be  heard  ?     Shall  an  applica- 
tion of  such  weight  and  importance  be  evaded  br 
a  motion  for  indfefinite  postponement?     Do  gen- 
tlemen flatter  themselves  that  this  press  can  be 
thus  arrested  ;  that  it  is  a  cloud  that  will  pass  over 
without  producing  an  effect  ?    They  deceive  them- 
selves.    From  the  time  that  Mr.  Dallas  gave  us 
his  estimate  of  a  tariff,  upon  a  scale  much  too  low 
for  the  benefit  of  the  country,  and  from  the  time 
that  Congress  adopted  th^  present  tariff",  but  upon 
a  scale  much  below  the  estimate  of  Mr.  Dallas, 
an  interest  in  favor  of  domestic  industry  has  taken 
deep  root,  and  that  so  extensively  as  not  now  to 
to  be  eradicated.     The  press,  if  now  evaded,  will 
return  with  redoubled  force,  and,  sooner  or  later, 
must  be  attended  with  success. 

Gentlemen  who  act  as  protectors  of  interests 
which,  in  their  opinion,  come  in  conflict  with  the 
measures  for  encouraging  domestic  manufactures, 
would  consult  their  true  policy  by  meeting  this 
bill,  such  as  it  may  be  modified,  with  the  spirit  of 
conciliation  and  accommodation.  Without  yield- 
ing any  essential  point  on  their  part,  the  question 
may  now  be  put  at  rest,  and  save  those  whose  in- 
terests are  thus  defended,  from  regretting,  at  some 
future  time,  that  their  friends  luve  served  them 
with  more  zeal  than  prudence. 

Mr.  Bdrbill  followed  on  the  same  side,  and 
spoke  at  considerable  length  in  defence  of  the  bill, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Babbodr,  and  against  the  post- 
ponement. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  that  he  would  not  occupy  the 
time  of  the  Senate  by  multiplying  professions  of 
his  intention  to  confine  his  observations  exclusively 
to  the  motion  of  postponement,  and  to  avoid  all 
remarks  upon  the  merits  of  the  bill,  because  he  was 
warned  by  the  respectable  examples  of  those  who 
had  preceded  him  on  both  sides,  of  the  extreme 
difficulty  of  adhering  to  such  a  determination.  It 
was,  however,  certainly  his  present  purpose  to 
limit  himself  rigorously  to  the  single  question,  and, 
consequently,  not  to  controvert,  at  large,  the  ar- 
gtunent  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Rhode 


^-^ 


667 


Sbmatc. 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


669 


\h 


1*-,  T 
jif    I 


iff 
If 


H    ' 


'I 


\\ 


Island,  (to  many  positions  of  which  he  assented,) 
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or  to  suppo.^  ^  uicij  uieni  moseoi  me  bonorable 
member  from  V  irgmia,  to  some  of  which  he  miirht 
not  agree.    No  person  was  more  friendly  tSin 
wmseli  to  the  prosperity  of  manufactures,  or  better 
fflipMed  to  afford  them  a  reasonable  protection, 
consistent  with   the  other  great  interests  of  the 
community.    He  admitted,  that  they  ought  to  be 
'^^'^^  «•  *a  imporunt  integer  in  the  statistical 
MtaWishments  of  this  country,  and  allowed  to  his 
honorable  fritnd  from  Rhode  Island  the  benefit  and  ' 
justice  of  all  his  obser rations,  which  were  applied 
to  illustrate  the  truth  of  the  facts,  not  only  that  a 
prosperous  state  of  manufactures  contributed  to  the 
adTance  of  agricultural  improTement,  but  that  it 
was  among  the  charactensUcs  of  erery  great  and 

^T^i^  °^''°\-  '^''  '^^°'  '^^  P'OPO^  object 
oi  tfie  taU  was  nothmg  more  than  to  provide  for  a 

reasonable  and  measured  encouragement  to  certain 

manufactures    for   the  prosecution  of  which  the 

countrjr  had  already  shown  a  capacity,  and  to  this 

end  an  increase  of  duties  had  been  proi^  on  such 

unported  goods  as  met  them  in  theW?ke?w°th 

he  should  feel  it  his  duty,  and  should  cheerfully 
f^H  r^"'?  '"'"'°'^  ^«  details  of  suchVb^ 

ISd  ?nn^^'  "^\"  ^"'^  '^'  ^'  information 
Md  knowledge  in  his  power.  But  this  was  not 
the  smiple  aim  of  the  Vuthors  and  fnimr^and 
principal  supporters  of  this  bill.  Th"y  dS  noi 
disgu.se  their  object,  which  was  to  make  this  Jh^ 
foundation  of  a  radical  change  in  the  lone  wtab^ 

^^oFt  °f  '^'  '''^'^T'^'  '^^  finan^ari;t 
t^L  °^J'°°  '  ^°  "^^*^^  «°  ^"^'^^  revolution 
i^d  in  fh?f »   r"™^"i'  °*"  '^«  °»^'o°«'  industry, 

toen..;;^^    ^"^  means,  into  a  new  current; 
!?  fo  J.  '''^"'^^^"r  °^  "^^  manufactures,  as  wel 
^tosupnort  the  old  ones;  in  a  word,  he  said, 

Z^Lnt'^u""^  ^^^'"  ^^  «'^^  '^'  sanction 'of 
^  cX  «nH  '.^^^°°^'°^'^^^  or  exclusive  system, 
Sirs  TK  'l^^^^ut^a  new  era  in  our  public  af- 
Se  DToduet  ST^'"**  difference,  he  said,  between 
f;L  «  °-^^^  P'""^°^  a°d  proposed  duties  was 
SaTeftW^^h''"  '°^''°°'-  I'/^then,  evid^n^ 
^  in  h!         ^consumption  of  imported  merchan- 

tSc^  tZT'^  T''  ^  '^••^'"'^fa^d;  and  thus  a 
nr  V^     A^''^^  V"  ^^^  ^^^^°"^  '^fom  the  customs 

uiactures     He  did  not  mean,  on  this  question    to 

arraign  the  wisdom  of  this  pc;iicy,  or  to  dTn^'hi^ 

he  nation  would   be,  and  ^gh? 'to  be,  w'liiCto 

mcur  this  burden.     All  he  contended  for  ^!^^hi^ 


bnThl"^'  ^^"""^  "  irrerocable  sanction  was  given 
to  the  system.  ■*^i5i»rn 

,  It  is  vain  to  argue,  that  the  people  have  had  suf- 
ficient notice  of  t^e  pn>posed  ^ure,  and  cannot 
be  takei^  by  surprise.  It  had  been  said  bv  the 
/M  °'n ''  genUeman  who  had  jus.  p.S^^ed'^him 
(Mr.  BcRH.LL)that  the  meminals  on Vh?  ubTe 
iTwZ''''^  ''"'''*""  ""'^  f««»  Legislative  bodies 

L, Vk    °^Pr.°"^^»'°«  domestic  manufactures,  and 
that  the  public  mmd  was  ripe  for  a  decision  cor 
responding  with  these  indications.     hT^^ZI 
disposed  to  contravene  the  fact  of  a  prerauZ  rir 
tiaf.  y   to  the  manufactures  of  thrcountrf     I 
existed  everywhere,  and  he  rejoiced  to  s^  h      It 
pervaded,  as  he  believed,  the  wills  of  SaTsenati 
and   he  presumed   that  every   individual  within 
U^em  wou  d  admit  its  influeni^e.    Butthe  pmnt  o 

and'weTff'l"^^*^^  ^^^^  '^  which  the'T/et; 
to  be  mdu'L^  the  country  pc-rmit  that  partialit^ 
to  De  indulged.     It  is  very  easy  to  obtain  frnm 
private  and  public  societi^  anJ f  L  S^^^^^ 
assemblies,  strong  resolutions  and  emphafiS?  a, 
surances,  in  favor  of  manufactures.  Ttab^^.^e; 
opinions,  and  the  expressions  of  public  sen^en 
and  encouragement  of  this  species  of  industrT  dn 
not  warrant  the  inference  thanhose  by  whort'h?? 

f°8?^  themselves,  or  mean  that  the  CongrS  of 

he  United  State,  should  displace,  by  sudden  Wis- 

ation,  all  the  relations  of  society.'    if  tht  Lee^la- 

tur«,  whose  resolutions  are  cted,  had  beei  al?riz«l 

of  the  ffrounc  cnr*»roH  k.,  ,k:.  k;ii    -     .    ""FFri^eu 


they^ought  to  have  an  onporTuni7y''oF"be7n7  con- 
heard.     The  system  might  be 


a  salutary  reform,  1,ut  it  was  of  immense  import- 
ance pregnant  with  a  tram  of  consequences  de- 
manding great  consideration  and  for^ght. 

1  he  bill  was  a  manifesto  of  the  disposition  of  a 

?o  ns'Si'?  .1"^  ?^  "°^  ^"'^^'^  °^  the  L^  sUture 
£.'?/«  '^^  "^^"^  °^  '^^  manufacturers,  for  a 
bounty  of  five  millions  of  dollars  in  the  outset.  Let 
he  other  classes  of  community,  the  farmer  The 

with  all  others)  the  mechanics  be  heard  upo^the 


.<; 


of  the  ground  covered  bv  this  bill,  and  of  the    ^m 
of  money  that  must  be  fevied  upon  the  consumed 
ot  foreign  goods,  to  give  it  effect,  it  is  notTall 
apparent  that  they  would  have  consented  to  suJh 
anamplitudeofconstruction.   They  would  nerha" 
say  to  the  manufacturers,  "when  we  gir'eTou  I^' 
inch,  you  take  an  ell.-     Whence  can  we'^fair!? 
collect  the  true  mten.  of  these  legislative  proc^i' 
mgs  better  than  from  a  reference  to  what  ha   u7en 
p  ace  on  former  occas  ons  ?    Previouslv  m  tK»V- 
vision  of  the  last  tariff,  great  efforts"     e  mid e  by 
the  manufacturing   interest   to  obtain  protecting 

MeJelv  widi  [Jo""'-  ,  ^"'  ^'^^  ^'^  "  ^on<cl"de? 
^lerely  with  two  resolutions,  one  in  favor  of  im- 
P^ing  additional  duties  umin   cotton  g^s    the 

liproSarvl''."'^^""^"''^"^'^*'^^  ^^.th- 
wiTof&i^  T^  ^^,P?"^nL  of  the  meaning  and 
tTat\^Ll  ^fP'*"  ^"^  '^^"  Legislatures,  namely: 
If  f  h^H^  "moderate  augmentation  should  be  made 

ufactuiis  :^T"  '^T'  ""'^  "P«"  any  other  man- 
wan  T  ''t'*^^/^^  languishing  merely  through 
want  ol  such  aid;  at  least  it  is  erring  ob  the  sSe 
uie,  to  presume  that  they  did  not  wish  Congas 
to  go  further  at  first.  vuugress 

thF'^'A  °'*^'^^  of  this  description,  embraced  in 
the  ordinary  routine  of  legislative  duty  he  was 
prepared^  feut  he  required  time  to  understand  Tud 
mature  his  views,  and  to  know  the  sense  of  his 

fore  t'hpT  T"  r  '  T"  ^^'"Prehensive  bill  h^ 
tore  the  Senate.  GenUemen  of  great  and  lumi- 
nous  minds    who  saw  through  !u   thm^  ^a 

ih^fw '  T^'  '^^"'^f  *'  ^  ^"'°««'  but  he  loubted 
whether  be  was  alone,  or  ought  to  take  much 
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shame  to  himself     He  regarded  the  inquiry  as  in- 
volving the  most  important  and  complicated  prin- 
ples  of  the  most  difficult  science— political  econ- 
omy—principles which  had  divided  the  opinions 
ol  the  greatest  men,  and  agitated  the  counsels  of 
the  wisest  nations.     On  one  side  have  been  ranged 
the  economists  and  cyclopedists  of  the  Contmoit, 
and  on  the  other  the  disciples  of  the  celebrated 
Adam  Smith.     The  former  contending  for   the 
pre-eminence  of  the  agricultural   and   exclusive 
system,  and  the  latter  portraying  the  absurdity  and 
viciousness  of  bounties,  duties,  prohibitions;  and 
restraints  upon  industry,  in  all  or  any  of  its  many 
branches.     The  iudgment  of  the  highest  tribunals 
ot  literature,  and  of  the  most  enlightened  states- 
men, appeared  to  have  been  irreversibly  rendered 
m  favor  of  the  system  of  Smith.     But  of  late  the 
controversy  is  renewed.     The  champions  in  favor 
of  free  trade  and  the  rights  of  all  classes,  are  the 
celebrated  Mr.  Say,  Mr.  Ricardo,  and  several  oth- 
ers of  the  Smith  school,   though  not   implicitly 
adopting  a  1  his  maxims.   While  Chaptal,  a  name 
of  great  celebrity,  has  placed  himself  in  the  van  of 
a  new  group  of  scientific  persons,  who,  if  they  do 
not  maintain  the  abstract  correctness  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  exclusive  system  in  its  full  extent, 
stickle  with  great  zeal  in  favor  of  its  practical 
necessity,  in  order  to  countervail  the  restrictive 
regulations  of  other  nations.     Possibly  this  neces- 
sity mav  be  found  to  exist  in  this  country.     He 
inclined  to  the  opinion^  that  it  would  prove,  to  a 
certain  extent,  imperative  upon  us,  and  that  the 
iiDeral  character  of  our  conmiercial  system  miirht 
be  forced  to  yield  to  the  selfish  and  jealous  sys- 
tems and  codei  of  other  nations.     But  a  departure 
from  our  policy  ought  not  to  be  admitted  without 
great  deliberation,  and  should  be  at  first  gradual 
and   experimental.       Between    these    confiictinc 
schemes  of  political  economy,  Congress,  by  this 
bill,  would  be  called  upon  to  decide  at  this  mo- 
ment; and  It  mitfht  be  supposed,  without  the  least 
disrespect,  that  they  were  not  prepared  to  deter- 
mine so  momentous  a  controversy,  which  could  not 
have  been  foreseen  when  they  came  toffether.    He 
urther  contended  that  it  was  always  dangerous  to 
legislate  under  the  influence  of  sudden  impulses 
and  strong  excitements,  prevailing  in  any  portion 
of  the  community.     Manufacturing  establishments 
had  suffered  much  throughout  the  country,  though 
in  very  different  degrees,  and,  in  many  instances, 
had  gone  to  decay.     And  such  is  the  propensity  of 
the  human  heart  to  refer  all  calamity  to  whatever 
appears  to  be  the  approx  mate  cause;  that  those 
interested  m  manufactures  imputed  their  ruin  ex- 
clusively to  the  want  of  protecting  duties,  and  had 
persuaded  others  to  ascribe  the  general  distress  of 
iHe  times  to  the  declension  of  manufactures 

On  this  subject  he  felt  that,  for  himself,  much 
information  was  needed.  He  was  desirous  of  time 
to  ascertain  m  what  degree  the  decline  of  manu- 
lactures  had  been  accelerated  by  other  causes.  In 
some  instances,  perhaps,  there  had  been  an  oriei- 

"^iT^''!-^  ^?P"^''  ^'^^  ^^^'^y  gf^-w  "P  out  of  the 
credits  of  banks  not  more  substantial  than  them- 

wl«?'  f  if  n     ^'  mstances,  there  may  have  been 
want  of  skill,  or  a  defective  economy.    Some  have 
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been  disunced  by  the  improved  machinery  of  their 
neighbors  and  not  a  few,  probably,  had  gone  down 
through  the  misfortune  of  being  originally  joint 
stock  companies,  placed  under  the  superintendence 
of  an  agent  interested  only  in  obtaining  his  sti- 
pend, and  managed  without  the  close  and  methodi- 
cal arrangement,  which,  under  the  master's  eye 
secures  the  little  savings  and  steady  thrif^  which 
are  viul  to  snch  institutions.  Besides  the  knowl- 
edge so  desirable  on  these  points,  he  wanted  infor- 
mation concerning  the  efficacy  of  the  last  protect- 
ing duties  on  cotton  and  iron.'  He  would  be  glad 
to  l»m  the  effect  of  the  last  tariff  on  the  bog-ore 

°  J   r'^L^*''^^  ^^  ^^''  *^  ""  other  iron  regions ; 
and  if  that  encouragement  had  not  proved  suffi- 
cient, he  should  be  curious  to  see  the  calculations 
whereon  were  founded  the  assurance  that  the  ad- 
ditional  provisions  of  this  bill  would  secure  the 
desired  success.     It  was  sufficient    he  said,   to 
glance  at  these  considerations,  which  formed  only 
a  portion  of  those  of  which  a  complete  and  intel- 
ligent estimation  was  reouisite,  to  enable  Congress 
to  act  with  safety  to  themselves  and  justice  to 
their  constituents.    Nothing  further  was  incum- 
bent on  the  supporters  of  the  motion  than  to  show 
that  the  proposed  measure  was  of  doubtful  advan- 
tage, for  the  danger  of  acting  lay  entirely  in  one 
way.     Should  the  bill  be  passed,  whatever  may  be 
Its  effect  upon  the  revenue,  or  its  reception  by  the 
country,  It  cannot  be  repealed  without  a  breach  of 
the  puWic  faith.     It  will  be  regarded  as  the  foun- 
dation of  a  permanent  structure,  and  as  a  pledge 
that  the  manufacturing  interest  shall  be  supported, 
whatever  may  be  the  sacrifice  and  expense.     Re- 
posing upon  this  security,  capital  will  be  with- 
drawn from  other  employment,  and  invested  in  the 
fabrications  of  industry,  and  in  machinery  of  im- 
mense value.     The  claims  to  protection,  which  are 
now  so  earnestly  pressed  upon  you,  will  become 
irresistible,  and  considered  justly  as  springing  from 
your  deliberate  patronage;  and,  if  enough  shall 
not  have  been  done,  you  must  persevere,  and  do 
more,  otherwise  a  fearful  ruin  will  indeed  over- 
whelm those  who  will  have  trusted  to  your  prof- 
fered bounty.     The  step  which  we  are  about  to 
take,  therefore,  will  be  one  which  admits  not  of 
receding,  under  any  circumstances ;  nor,  indeed,  of 
halting,  if  it  turns  out  to  be  inadequate  to  the  at- 
tainment of  its  object.     To  return  from  the  error 
of  their  ways,  is  a  privilege  which  nations  cannot 
always  exercise  with  impunity,  nor  without  greater 
error   than   that  which   they  attempt   to  repair. 
Great  Britain  and  France,  and  other  nations,  are 
chained  to  the  manufacturing  systems,  and  must, 
at  all  hazards,  maintain  their  interests,  whatever 
may  be  the  imperfections  and  inconveniences  re- 
sulting from  them.     Before  the  United  States  en- 
ters into  such  a  compact,  imposing  the  high  and 
perpetual  obligations  which  it  implicitly  involves, 
It  is  not  too  much  to  require  a  pause  of  a  few 
months  to  enable  them  to  survey,  on  all  sides,  its 
tendency  and  effects.     While,  on  the  one  hand,  a 
precipitate  legislation  would  be  accompanied  with 
danger,  and  might  afford  subject  for  unavailing 
regret,  no  conceivable  injury  can  arise  from  a 
more  cautious  procedure.     It  the  system  is  des- 
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tined  to  receive  the  steady  support  of  puUic  opin- 
ion, this  will  be  manifested,  by  the  next  session,  in 
a  manner  not  to  be  mistaken.  The  enthusiasm,  if 
the  ofispring  of  the  true  faith,  will  not  be  chilled 
by  delay.  Popular  creeds,  whether  religious  or 
political,  gather  strength  from  opposition. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  has 
admitted  his  persuasion  that  the  proselytes  wdl  in- 
crease, and  has  admonished  us  (indeea,  he  had  al- 
most said  menaced,  but  that  gentleman's  urbanity 
forbids  that  construction,)  that  the  voice  of  the 
people  will  compel  Congress  to  adopt  the  system. 
That  consideration  ought  of  itself  to  reconcile 
that  gentleman,  and  ail  others,  to  wait,  so  that 
when  it  shall  be  established,  it  may  rest  upon  the 
surebasisofa  well  settled  public  opinion  in  its  favor. 
There  would  then  be  no  pretext  for  changing  and 
reacinding  the  measure,  on  the  ground  of  surprise : 
none  for  imputing  to»its  friends  their  having  taken 
an  undue  advantage' of  the  agitation  of  the  times. 
There  wa-s,  he  said,  a  great  uneasiness'pervading  the 
wholecountry— a  sickening  swell  of  the  wavesafter 
a  long  tempest.      He  doubted  not  that,  in  a  short 
tme,  the  violence  of  the  undulation  would  cease; 
that  the  waters  would  subside,  and  the  ark  rest  in 
safety  on  Ararat. 

Gentlemen  were  indeed  extremely  mistaken,  who 
could  consider  that  a  change  in  the  tariff,  so  radi- 
cal and  thorough  as  is  now  proposed,  was  to  be 
rated  among  the  familiar  acts  of  ordinary  legisla- 
tion.    It  was,  on  the  contrary,  one  of  the  most  re- 
sponsible and  arduous  duties  to  which  their  atten- 
tion could  be  called.    Nothing  can  be  more  fatal 
to  the  prosperity  of  a  country  than  the  disturbance 
occa.sioned  to  the  different  departments  of  industry 
and  employment  of  stock,  by  frequent  variations 
in  Its  financial  projects.     Uncertainty  and  want 
ot  confidence  m  the  pursuit  of  every  calling,  are 
the  constant  associates  of  such  a  policy.     And 
consequenUy,  success  is  to  be  expected  in  none 
Ihe  act  m  contemplation  will  affect  all  the  great 
interests  of  the  community,  and  unless  they  can 
luve  timely  warmng    must  affect  most  of  them 
perniciously.     Give  them  time  to  adjust  their  con- 
cerns to  the  new  posture  which  they  wUl  be  obliired 
to  assume. 

H«  had  thus  endeavored  to  execute  his  purpose  ' 
ofcwifiwnghjmself  to  the  single  question  before 
the  Senate.     If  an  investigation  of  the  merits  of 
the  bill  should  be  forced  upon  them,  some  very 
important  and  novel  inquiries  would  be  found  to 
arise  from  the  constitution  of  this  country,  in  rela- 
Uon  to  the  subject.    It  might,  perhaps,  be  found 
mat,  without  a  power  under  certain  circumstances 
to  prohibit  or  lay  duties  upon  exports,  manufac- 
turers, when  they  shall  became  extremely  numer- 
ous  and  congregated  in  particular  spots,  might  be 
«posed  to  peculiar  distress.     A  sudden  rise  in  the 
European  market,  of  the  produce  of  the  field,  might 
"PP»f  **»«m  and  their  employers  to  calamities,  for 
which  no  remedy  or  mitigation  could  be  found 
It  might  also  appear,  that  other  peculiarities  in  our 
situation  and  the  extent  of  our  country,  would 
render  inapplicable  maxims  and  regulations  which 
others  have  adopted,  and  the  reverse  of  this  suir«s- 
Uoa  might  be  true.     The  state  of  the  revenue^  too, 


at  a  moment  when  all  the  data  of  calculation  were 
M)  uncertain,  and  when  our  relations  to  a  foreign 
Power  might  be  materially  changed,  combined  to 
fortify  the  arguments  in  favor  of  a  postponement 
of  the  bill,  which  he  accordingly  hoped  would 
take  place. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  to  post- 
pone ^e  bill  until  the  next  session  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YmAw—Mtun.  Barbour.  Brown,  Elliot,  G.ilUrd, 
Johnron  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  L«ake, 
Llojd,  Macon.  Mellen,  Morrii,  OUa,  Palmer,  PleaaanU, 
Smith,  8tok««,  Taylor,  Thomaa,  Walker  of  Alabama, 
Walker  of  Georgia,  Williamt  of  Mitsiacippi,  and  Wil- 
liams of  Tennraw^e— 22. 

Natb— Meaara.  Burrill,  Dana,  Dicker«)n,  Eaton, 
Edwarda,  Horaej,  Hunter,  Johnaon  of  Kentucky, 
King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Logan,  Lowrie,  Noble, 
Parrott,  Roberta,  Rugglea,  8anford,  Tichenor,  Trim- 
ble, Van  Dyke,  and  Wilaon— 21. 

So  the  bill  was  postponed. 


Fhiuay,  May  5. 

Mr.  Macon  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Retolved,  That  authority  ought  to  be  vested  in  the 
Treaaury  Department  to  examine  and  finaUy  aetUe 
ail  auch  equiuble  claima  aa  cannot,  according  to  the 
rulea  and  regulationa  of  the  Department,  be  now 
aettled. 


The  Presioent  communicated  a  report  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Washington  Canal 
Company,  made  m  obedience  to  the  provisions  of 
their  charter,  containing  a  statement  of  their  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  since  the  report  made  on 
the  31st  of  January,  1817;  and  the  report  was 
read.  '^ 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entiUed 
An  act  to  prevent  the  commanders  and  other  offi- 
cers in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States  from 
accepting  of  any  present  or  emolument  of  anv 
tmd  whatever,  from  any  King,  Prince,  or  foreign 
tJtate,  and  for  other  purposes,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment. 

On  moiiou  by  Mr.  Pleasants,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs^  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Sally  Jackson,  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  also  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
K    ^  k'  ^ir        s^tements  of  the  contracts  made 
by   the  Navv   Commissioners,   were    discharged 
Irom  the  further  consideration  thereof  respectively. 
On  mouon  by  Mr.  Horsey,  the  Committee  on 
tne  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petiUon  of  Daniel  Hawley,  of  New  York ;  and 
also,  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  instructing  them 
to  inquire  whether  any  legal  provisions  be  neces- 
sary to  provide   for   the   accommodation   of  the 
courts  ofsaid  District  and  of  Washington  county 
and  for  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  that  court,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideraUon  thereof 
respectively. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Lean- 
der  Cathcart  was  read  a  third  tune,  and  passed 
The  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  appointment 
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of  commissioners  to  lay  out  the  road  and  canals 
therein  mentioned,  was  read  a  third  tune,  and 
passed.  ^ 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thos. 
C.  Withers,"  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended, 
and  passed.  ' 

The  bdl  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 
Bickle^  and  Catharine  Clark,  administratrix  of 
John  Clark,  deceased,"  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entiUed  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Beck 
""11  ^^f5^"^^**  ^^'^  *  ^*»ifd  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Columbian  Institute,  established  for  the  promotion 
of  arts  and  sciences  in  the  City  of  Washington  " 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed.  j 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  ' 

JrJ^'i*^,  ^"^  ^^^  *  ^"<^  ^n**?  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ste-  \ 
phen  Baxter,  late  paymaster  of  the  third  regunent 
of  New  York  volunteers,"  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed.  ' , 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  ' 
**f"c«  J^as  re«d  a  third  time,  and  passed.  : 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 
Converse  and  George  MiUer"  was  read  a  third  ' 
time,  and  passed.  ( 

The  biir  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  ' 
^'^J^  "^P*"  "^^  ^^  *  ^'^d  ">««'  and 

The  resolution  for  the  distribution  of  certain 
copies  of  the  Journal  of  the  Convention  which 
lormed  the  Constitution  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed.  ' 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles 
f  Jones  and  Richard  Buckner,  jr.,  administrators 
of  WiUiam  Jones,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
^passed.  ' 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bUl  entitled  "An 

A  1  ^^c  ^i'^^  °^  ^""»^  James  Wilkinson :" 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  forTto- 
.  morrow.  '       ' 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  Uie  House  have  passed  a 
bill  entiHed  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  sisannah  \ 
Stewart;"  in  which  bill  they  request  the  concur-  I 
rence  of  the  Senate.     They  have  passed  the  bill  ' 
entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of 
the  City  of  Washington,  and  to  repeal  all  acts 
heretofore  passed  for  that  purpose,"  with  amend- 
ments, in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
tlie  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  said  a  mend - 
«M«U ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  last  brougbt  up  for  concurrence  was 

r'pjf  "^"d  by  unanimous  consent 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  Committee  of  the 
wnole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  inhabiUints  of  the  village  of  Peoria,  in  the 
aute  of  Illinois;  and.  on  motion  bv  Mr.  W^il- 
"^u^'  o  ^^'^"s'PP'j  »t  was  laid  on  the  uble. 

The  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
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j  of  paymasters  of  the  United  Sutes  Anny :  and. 

;  °''r^''^/'°  ^'  ^''  E^f  on,  it  was  Uid  on  the  tabE 

I       The  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  courU 

oi  the  District  of  Columbia  was  taken  up,  and, 

havmg  been  amended,  was  postponed  untilMon- 

day. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  amendments  of  the 
other  House  to  the  bill  providing  for  clothing  the 
Army  in  domestic  manufactures. 

On  motion,  the  first  and  second  amendments 

Fovidmg,  first,  that  the  preference  shall  be  given 
to  domestic  fabrics,  if  not  exceeding  five  per  cent, 
more  than  foreign;  and,  secondly,  that  public  no- 
tice shall  be  given  of  the  supplies  wanted,  were 
disagreed  to;  and  the  third  Anendment, extending 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  the  Marine  Corps,  was 
agreed  to  by  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  the  Senate 
look  up  the  amendments  of  the  other  House  to  the 
bill  establishing  additional  land  offices  in  Ala- 
bama, and  having  spent  some  time  thereon,  the 
bill  was  posiixmed  until  Monday. 

The  bills  from  the  other  House,  for  the  relief  of 
certain  settlers  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  who  reside 
withm  the  Vincennes  district ;  for  the  relief  of 
,  Angus  O.  Fraser ;  to  annex  certain  lands  within 
{  the  Territory  of  Michigan  to  the  district  of  De- 
;  troit ;  to  amend  the  act  providing  for  the  publica- 
■  tion  of  the  laws  of  the  Union  ;  were  severally  far- 
ther considered,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
the  last  named  with  the  amendments  heretofore 
stated. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  H.  Guerlain  was 

also  considered,  and  ordered  lo  be  engrassed. 

'  k  i?^^^!-^*^^^  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

,  bill  to  limit  the  term  of  office  of  certain  disbursing 

i  ?1r.°^^."  officers  of  the  Government;  and,  the 

:  bill  having  been  further  amended 

i      The  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  and  decided  in 
\  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

i  V«Aa— Meaera.  Barbour,  BurriU,  Dana,  Dickaraoa, 
;  Eaton,  Elliot.  Gaillard,  Horaey.  Hunter,  Johnaon  of 
I  Louuiana,  King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Leake,  Low- 
1  rie,  Macon,  Mellen,  Noble,  Otia,  Palmer,  Koberu,  San- 
ford,  Smith.  Stokea.  Taylor,  Thomaa,  Tichenor,  Van 
Dyke,  \V  illiams  of  Miawaeippi,  and  Wilson— 29. 

NAva— Mcasrs.  King  of  AUbama,  Lloyd,  Rugglea, 
and  Trimble — 1. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 

MoxuAY,  May  8. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
infonned  the  Senate  that  the  House  insist  on  their 
first  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  clothing  the  Army  of  theUnited  States 
m  domestic  manufactures,  and  for  other  purposes^" 
disagreed  to  by  the  Senate.  They  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and  establish  certain 
post  roads; '  in  which  hill  they  requert  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  said  bill  was  twice  read,  by  imanimotu  con- 
sent, and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the " Judi- 
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ciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Peter 
Cardelli,  a  natiTe  of  the  ancient  city  of  Rome,  now 
a  resident  of  the  city  of  Washington,  made  a  re- 
port, accompanied  by  a  resolution  that  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioner  be  not  granted.  The  report  and 
resolution  were  read. 

On  inotion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petitions  of 
Hyacinth  Bernard,  of  Rufus  Easton,  of  Thomas 
Hardman,  of  Sarah  Macomb,  of  John  Dobson,  of 
Sismund  Basey,  of  John  Winton,  and  of  John 
Potter. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J'homas,  the  Senate  took  up 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Tillage  of  Peoria,  in  Illinois  ;  and,  having  been 


LAND  OFnCE8  Ilf  AL.\BAMA. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  RepresentaUves  to 
the  bdl^  entitled  ''An  act  to  establish  additional 
land  offices  m  the  State  of  Alabama."  The  first 
amendment  having  been  previously  disagreed  to 
on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  second  of  the  said 
amendments,  as  amended,  as  follows : 

"  8«c.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Thai,  for  the 
dupMalof  lo  much  of  the  unappropriated  pubhc  landa 
in  the  State  of  Indiana  a«  are  within  the  followina 
boundaries,  and  to  which  the  Indian  title  u  txlia- 
guiahed,  the  following  diatrict  shall  be  formed  ;  all  the 
poWic  landf  aa  aforesaid,  to  which  the  Indian  tide 
was  extinguished,  by  the  treaties  concluded  at  8t. 
Mary  s  in  the  month  of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and 


discussed  and  amended,  the  bill  was  order^  to  te  '  Seen^viLTtll  tr^''"*?'**"  ''"°'^™*^  '""* 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time.  I  SoLd  .nH  Zj  rang.  I.ne  separating  the 

^I  tL^m  ,  ^''^  ''™^'  P^^'f  ^'  ?"^  returned,  :  ary.  and  the  range  line  aeparaUng  the  jjAa  anS* 
Tiz:  The  bUl  to  annex  certain  lands  withm  the  ,  ninges.  east  of  the  second  Vrinc.pJimeXnexS 
Territory  of  M}chl«n  to  the  land  district  of  De-  ed  north  to  the  present  Indian  boundary  ..'nSnori 
ie  hil  fl  tK/°I-  r  /"''"^  °^  A^nes  O.  Fraser  ;  :  of  aline  separating  the  ninth  and  tenlh'uer.  of  t^w^ 
the  biU  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  in  the  State  i  'hips  north  of  the  base  line ;'  shall  form  a  district  for 
01  Illinois,  who  reside  in  the  land  district  of  Vin- '  *l»'eJ»  »  '»nd  office  shall  be  esublished  at  Browns- 
cennes;  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  providing  for  i  '0*°  " 


the  publication  of  the  laws  of  the  Union,  (with 
amendments ;)  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lewis 
H.  Guerlain. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  limit  the  term  of  office  of 
certain  officers  was  also  read  the  third  time,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  other  House  for  concurrence. 


It  was  determined  in  the  negative-yeas  7,  nays 
21,  as  follows :  /  >      7 

,  ^**«— Messrs.  Dickeraon,  Edwards,   Noble,  Rug- 
gies,  Taylor,  Thomas,  and  Trimble. 

^V"~'^"""*  ^""i"'  E*ton.  E'liot,  Gaillard.  Hor- 
aey,  King  ot  Alabama.  Lanman,  Leake,  Logan,  Low- 


rpi     «       .    »     1  ,  , —         -.,..,.„. .V..*.,..  ■^j,  "•••e  "I  mauniiiB,  i^inman,  Lieake,  Loaan   l^w* 

1  he  Senate  took  up  th^  amendments  of  the  other    rie,  Macon,  MornI,  Parrott,  Pleasants,  Roberts  Sanford 
HoiBe  to  the  bill  extending  the  charter  of  the  City    Stokes,  Van  Dyke.  Walker  of  Alabama,  wllliams  of 
ot  Washington,  and  agreed  to  all  of  them,  except  '  M"«iMippi.  and  Williams  of  Tennessee, 
that  which  strikpf;  mit  rtf  tKa  oKortor  «k»  .,..>u...:...  a-j.i.-..l-    ■  .  ... 


that  Which  strikes  out  of  the  charter  the  authority 
to  the  city  to  raise,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  money  for  certain 
purposes  by  way  of  lottery.  This  amendment  was 
advocated  by  Messrs.  Kino  of  New  York,  and 
Bdrrill,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Horsey,  and 
Roberts,  and  was  disagreed  to-— 16  to  10— and  a 
committee  of  conference  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate  on  the  subject. 

The  following  bills  from  the  other  House  suc- 
cessively undrrwent  examination  and  discussion 
in  Committees  of  the  Whole,  and  were  severally 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time,  viz :  The  bill  for 
the  relief  of  General  James  Wilkinson  ;  the  bill  to 


And  the  third  amendment  having  been  also  dis- 
agreed to,  and  the  other  amendments  being  agreed 
to,  It  was  resolved  that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the 
first,  second,  and  third  of  said  amendments,  and 
agree  to  the  residue  thereof 

SETTLEMENT  OF  BOUNDARY. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  from  the  other  House,  declaring  the 
consent  of  Congress  to  a  compact  between  the 
btates  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  for  the  setUe- 
ment  of  their  dividing  line. 

Mr.  Eaton  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  so 

bilUn  X  tfflT'f    ^"^  a^iendment    making  the  |  agreed  on  betwUn  said  States."  ^  ^ 

bill  to  take  effect  from  and  after  the  first  of  Janu-        This  amendment  was  opposed  bv  Mr  Logak 
anr  next;)   the  bill  extending  the  time  for  the    and  was  advocated  bl  M^^Teaton  and  wIl' 
redemption  of  land  sold  for  d  rect  taxes  in  certain    1  iamo  ^fr^^^        ^  iwessrs.  e^atow  ana  wil- 
cases-  the  hill  for  th*.  r»\ilr  !.f<a  '****,' '°  ^^     ,.    I  •-'*>•«>  ot  Tennessee,  on  tne  ground  that  the  settle- 

authorizing  the  sale  ol  thirteen  sections  of  land  though  it  had  been  bVthaTof  Kentuckv^h!?T; 

'^O^motioh  t\'r  V^'T'  °^  kT°"'  •"  Ohio,  was  liot  cerL  that  't  i;iu^d  t  .^"t  fi^'  tVe 

Pens^nTTn  iV       ^^  t>vci:,,he  Committee  on  Legislature  of  the  former  State,  and  tTeV  washed 

Pensions,  _to  whom  was   referred  the  petition  of  to  provide  for  any  agreement  which  mighl; 


Vassel  White,  were  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Lowrie,  the  Committee  on 


finally  concluded  between  the  two  States 
amendment  was  negatived;  when 
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wT«i!  fiJT'M  ^"""".^l.Jn  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Morril  m  the  chair,)  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of 
conamissioners  to  examine  the  route  of  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Delaware  Canal,  as  already  laid  out, 
and  the  route  of  the  proposed  canal  from  the  wa- 
ters of  the  Delaware  to  those  of  the  Raritan. 

Mr.  S.MITH  and  Mr.  Macon  opposed  the  bUl  on 
principle,  and  at  considerable  length.     The  bill 
Its  constitutionality,  and  expediency,  were  sup^ 
ported  at  large  bv  Messrs.  Ring,  of  New  Yorf 
D1CKSR8OW,  and  Van  Dvkb. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  its  postponement  to  the  next 
session;  which  motion  was  negatived— veas  11 
nays  15.  »»»**, 

Mr.  BuBRiLL  moved  to  insert  a  clause  providing 
also  for  a  survey  of  "the  best  route  for  a  can^ 
irom  Naragansett  Bay  to  Massachusetts  Bay." 
-1  his  amendment,  Mr.  B.  remarked,  was  not  offered 
to  defait  the  bill,  but  the  object  was  as  essential  as 

f^l  °i  u  '°  P'?''*''^  **>e  line  of  inland  navigation  : 
It  had  been  often  thought  of,  and  would  abridge 
the  m  voyage  as  much,  if  not  more,  than  any 
other  improvement  on  the  coast,  as  it  would  save 
Ca    °^'*'y*^®  "'^"'^<*  ^^^  great  promontory  of 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  said  this  amendment  would  | 
present  directly  a  Constitutional  difficulty,  as  it  ! 
involved  the  question  which  the  Executive  had  ' 
expressed  his  opinion  on ;  it  going  to  provide  for  I 
an  object  to  which  the  consent  of  the  Stales  had  ' 
not  been  given,  and  had  not  been  taken  up  bv  a 
company,  ice.  '     '      1 

Mr.  BuHRiLL  replied  as  to  the  facts  of  the  case  '' 
and  argued  that  this  amendment  could  not  possi-  < 
Wy  present  any  greater  Constitutional  difficulty 
than  any  other  feature  of  the  bill.      •  I 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  who  wished,  if  the 
bUl  was  to  pass,  also  to  offer  some  amendments,  i 
tiie  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow.  1 


Tdesoay,  May  9. 

Mr.RoBERTB  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  resolution  for  an 
allowance  for  extra  services  to  assistants  to  the 
Doorkeeper  to  the  Senate 

Mr.  D1CICBR8ON.  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufacturet,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Samuel   Haley,   of  the   Isles  of 
bhoals  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  repair  of  a 
sea-wall  at  the  Isles  of  Shoals;  and  the  same  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 
•    Mr.  D1CKER8ON,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Herbert  Grant 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that 
tne  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 
1  ne  report  and  resolution  were  read. 
wT V  ^u°*^^  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
VVhole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  giving 
the  consent  of  Congress  to  a  compact  concluded 
between  the  Sutes  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee, 
lor  the  seiaement  of  their  boundary  line;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  it  was 
laid  on  the  table.     . 
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i  wT^i*  ?u*""**  ^whti,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

j  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  biU,  entitled  "An 
ac  to  establish  an  uniform  mode  of  discipline  and 

;  .A  .^^^"»^Jof  '^e  mUitia  of  the  United  States; 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 

I  poned  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow. '       ' 

The  bill  to  allow  the  heirs  of  WUliam  and  Eli- 
'  ??*  Jl^'  ^  ^'*  ■  petition  of  right  against  the 
United  States,  was  taken  up,  and  the  amendments 
reported  thereto  by  the  Judiciary  Committee  were 
agreed  to;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engroBsed 
tor  a  thu-d  reading,  by  yeas  and  nays—yeas  22 
nays  7,  as  follows:  ' 

^/^";r.^!"*":.^™''"'  Burnll.  Dana,  Eaton,  Ed- 
"r"?." V  ""'w*^'  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Kine 
of  Alabama  Leake,  Lloyd,  Logan,  Lowrie,  Mellen, 
feasants,  Sanford,  Smith,  Trimble,  Walker  of  Ala- 
I  '>•'?*•  Vi''**"*  of  Mississippi,  WiWisros  of  Tennessee, 
and  Wilson. 

'  D  ^*'y—^^'''^f-  l^«nman,  Macon,  Morril,  Roberta. 
Ruggles,  Taylor,  and  Ticheoor. 

The  bill,  entitled  «An  act  to  alter  the  times  of 
the  session  of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the 
.  District  of  Columbia,"  was  read  a  third  time,  as 
amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
vUlage  of  Peoria,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bUl  enuUed  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gen- 
eral James  Wilkinson'  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  eniided  "An  act  extending  the  time 
lor  the  redemption  of  land  sold  for  direct  taxes  in 

'^^^l'^.*^'*'"  ^^  ^^^^  *  ^^"^  ^•'ne,  and  passed. 
The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sam- 
uel B.  Beall"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Martha 
Flood"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  sale  of  thirteen 
sections  of  land  Iving  within  the  land  district  of 
[  Canton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,"  was  read  a  third 
ttme,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Willi AMd,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on 
the  15th  ultimo,  the  bill  to  revive  the  powers  of 
the  conamissioners  for  ascertaining  and  deciding 
on  the  rights  of  persons  claiming  lands  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Detroit,  and  to  provide  for  the  adjustment 
of  claims  to  lands  withm  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom 
i^as  referred  the  petition  of  Peter  Cardelli,  a  native 
of  the  ancient  city  of  Rome,  now  resident  at  the 
city  of  Washington,  and,  in  concurrence  therewith, 
resolved,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  not 
granted. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merceand  Manufactures,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
referr?JI^eported  a  bill  fo^  the  relief  of  Jacob  Bab- 
bitt, and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  purchase  of  a  certain  number  of  copies  of  the 
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D.Jckirmtion  of  Indepradence,  published  by  John 
Binns ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Mbllxn,  it  was 
laid  cm  the  table. 

ifc.  HoasBY  reported  from  the  Conunittee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia,  without  amendment,  the 
bill  from  the  other  House  for  the  relief  of  William 
Pancost,  with  a  recommendation  that  it  be  post- 
poned mdefinitely;  which  Mr.  H.  mored  aniTx- 
plained  the  reasons  therefor,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

AFFAIRS  WITH  SPAIN. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  U.nited  States  :  j 


Mav,  1830. 


r#  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statce . 

I  comniunicate  to  Uonfrew  a  correspondence  which 
uv"^  ?'■**  between  the  SecreUry  of  Slate  and 
the  Enroj  Kxtraordinary  and  Minister  PlenipotenUary 
of  Uu  Catholic  Majesty,  .iiice  the  Message  of  the  27th 
March  last,  respecting  the  treaty  which  was  concluded 
between  the  United  Sutes  and  Spain,  on  the  22d 
February,  1819. 

After  the  failure  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  for  so  lon» 
a  time,  to  ratify  the  treaty,  it  was  expected  that  this 
Minister  would  hare  brought  with  him  the  ratification  ; 
or.  that  he  would  hare  been  authorized  to  give  an  order 

lL!^^  sf  7"^  ."^  '***  "^"'"^'J'  <:e<led  by  it,  to  the 
United  States.  It  appears,  however,  that  the  treaty  i. 
still  unraufied,  and  that  the  Minister  has  no  aothority 
to  surrender  the  territory.  The  object  of  his  misaion 
has  been  to  make  coniplainU,  and  to  demand  eiplana- 
tiOBs,  respecting  an  imputed  syeUm  of  hostility,  on 
the  part  of  the  c.tiien.  of  the  United  Sutes,  against 
th«  subject*  and  dominions  of  Spain,  and  an  unfriendly 
poliCT  in  their  UoYernment,  and  to  obtain  new  atipu'. 
lations  against  these  alleged  injuries,  as  th«  condition 
on  which  the  treaty  should  be  ratified. 

Unexpected  as  such  compUints  and  such  a  demand 
were,  under  existing  circumstances,  it  was   thought 
proper  without  eompromitting  the  Government,  as  to 
the  course  to  be  puraued,  to  meet  them  prompUy.  and 
to  give  the  explanaUona  that  wore  de«red,  on  every 
subject,    with    the    utmost   candor.     The    result   has 
proved,  what  was  sufficiently  well  known  before,  that 
the  charge  of  a  syatemaUc  hosUlity  being  adopted,  and 
pursued  by  c.tixens  of  the  United  Sutes,  againsl  the 
dominions  and  subjects  of  Spain,  i.  utterly  destitute 
of  foundation  ;  and  that  their  Government,  in  all  its 
branches,  has  maintained,  with  the  utmost  rigor,  that  i 
nen^lity,  i„   the   civil  war  between   Spain  and  Z  ' 
colonies,  which  they  were  the  first  to  declare.     No 
lorce  Has  been   collected,  nor  incursions  made  fi^om 
within  the   United  Sutes,  against  the  dominions  of 
opain  ;  nor  ha««  any  naval  equipments  been  permit- 
tM,  in  favor  of  either  party,  against  the  other.     Their 
ciuzens  have  been  warned  of  the  obligations  incident 
w  the  neutral  condition  of  their  country  ;  the  public 
«fie»s  hava  been  instructed  to  see  that  the  laws  were 
laitniully  executed;  and  severe  examples  have  been 
made  of  some  who  violated  them. 

In  regard  to  the  stipulation  proposed,  as  the  condi- 
uon  of  ibe  ratificaUon  of  the  treaty,  that  the  United 
»Utes  shall  abandon  the  right  to  recognise  the  revolu- 
uonary  colonies  in  South  America,  or  to  form  other 
relations  with  them,  when,  in  their  judgment,  it  may 
M  just  and  expedient  so  to  do^  it  is  manifestly  so  re- 
pognant  to  the  honor,  and  even  to  the  indepe'ndence 
of  the  United  Sute.,  that  it  has  been  impossible  to 
a«cu8s  it.     In   making  this  proposal,  it  is  perceived 


I  Ihat  His  Catholic  Maj<»«tr  »as  entirely  misconceived 
the  pnnciples  on  which  this  Government  has  acted,  in 
being  a  party  to  a  negotiation  so  long  protract^!,  fcr 
claims  so  weU  founded  and  reasonable,  as  be  Ukewiae 
has  the  sacnfiees  which  the  United  Sutes  have  made 
comparatively,  with  Spain,  in  the  treaty,  to  which  it 
IS  proposed  to  annex  so  extraordinary  and  improper  a 
condiaon.  *•    r^*  • 

Had  the  Minister  of  Spain  offered  an  unquahfied 
.  pledge  that  the  treaty  should  be  ratified  by  hu  Sover- 
I  eign,  on  being  made  acqaainUd  with  the  explanaUona 

I  *  !^5  i  ^*"  »*'"  ^y  ***'•  Government,  there 
I  would  have  been  a  strong  mouve  for  accepting  and 
j  submitting  ,t  to  the  Senate,  for  their  advice  and  con- 
I  sent,  rather  than  to  resort  to  other  measure,  for  re- 
I  dress,  however  jurtifiable  and  proper;  but  he  give,  no 
such  pledge ;  on  the  contrary,  he  declares,  explidtlr 

i      K.    V'^l"'  °^  ^"  «o^*™™«nt  to  relinquish  the 

f  nght  of  judging  and   acting  for  iuelf,  hweafter,  ao- 

,  cording  to  circumstances,  in  regard  to  the  Spaniah 

,  colonies,  a  nght  common  to  all  nations,  has  rmiderad 

1  It  impoMible  for  bim.  under  his  instructions,  to  make 

such  engagement.     He  think,  that  hi.  Sov.r«gn  wUl 

I  l>e  induced,  by  hi.  communication.,  to  ratify  the  trea- 

ty  ;  but  still  be  leave,  him  free,  either  to  adopt  that 

mea.ure  or  to  decline  it.     He  admits  that  the  other 

objecuoDs  are  esw-ntially  removed,  and  wiU  not.  in 

themselvea  prevent  the  ratification,  provided  the  diifi- 

culty  on  the  third  jwint  i.  surmounted.     The  result 

therefore.  .«,  that  the  treaty  is  declared  to  have  no  ob^ 

ligation  whatever;  that  iu  ratification  is  made  to  de- 

pend,  not  on  the  consideration,  which  led  to  iU  adop- 

Uon,  and  the  conditions  which  it  contains,  but  on  a 

new  article,  unconnected  with  it.  respecting  which  a 

r„'T  ."TV?'""  ""•'  ^  •'P«''«*J.  of  'odefinii:  duraUon 

and  doubtful  issue. 

...Ji'"'*'  u ''  '^*''  "^  '•**  "''J*'^*'  "'^  "«"•  to  «>«  pur- 
sued would  appear  to  be  direct  and  obvioo.,  if  St 
[  affair,  of  Spam  had  remained  in  the  sUte  in  whkh 
they  were  when  thi.  Minister  «iiled.  But  it  i«  kmmn 
that  an  important  change  ha.  .ince  uken  pi.ee  iTJi 
Government  of  that  country,  which  cannot  «lto^ 
TK  M^  felt  in  ,U  inurcourse  with  other  nati««^ 
The  Minwter  of  Spa.n  has  essentially  declared  hisT 
abdity  to  act  in  consequence  of  thaf  change.  wSh 
him   however,  under  his  present  powem.  nothing  could 

t  I^LJ^"  T:''  "^'^  ^"•*«'*  8ute.  must  now 
S!*.r  Tr  •  r  '^""  "'"'"»«"«ion  of  wh.t  i.  due  to 
^eirnghu,  their  interest,  and  honor,  witho.t  r^garf 

S',d   P'?""«'  «"Py  tba  territory  which  w..  in- 

K  .;  \^!,  u  ^  '""«  •'""  suatained  by  our  dtaena; 
but  stdl  nothing  could  be  settled  definiUvdy  wSioi 

I  [;r/   .K  "**"   ^*  *"**  "^'«"-     ^  ^"  the  time 

governed  oy  v.ew.  of  ambition  and  aggrandix«nent, 
many  strong  reawns  might  be  given  in  iU  favor.  But 
^ey  have  no  objecU  of  that  kind  to  accomplish;  none 

inmJd"?  "r'  il!""'^*'^  '""  J"'*'"'  ^'"^  ''''«*»  <^'»  ^ 

hit  th      \  ^'^"^^ce.     Great  hope  is   entertained 

that  this  change  will  promote  the  h.ppine-  of  the 

Spanuh  nation.     The  good  order,  mo^ration.   and 

Jre  t\°  I:  :^"^  ^^"^  ^?»<^'""«<J  tbe  movement, 
are  the  best  guarantees  of  iti  success.  The  United 
sutes  would  not  be  justified,  in  their  own  estim.t^n 

^  hen  the  Spanish  Government  is  completdT  orran- 
«ed,  on  the  principles  of  this  change,  m  itb  Mpwted 
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It  aooa  will  be,  there  is  just  grauad  to  preeane  that 
our  differences  with  Spain  will  be  speedily  and  satis- 
factorily settled. 

With  these  remarks  I  submit  it  u  the  wisdom  of 
Congreas,  whether  it  will  not  still  be  advisable  to  poat^ 
poae  any  decieion  on  thi.  subject  until  the  next  Mseion. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WA.aiarror,  Mlajf  9,  1820. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  read,  and 
one  thousand  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

ATLANTIC  CANALS. 

The  Senate  resumed,  in  Commitieeof  the  Whole, 

•  (Mr.  MoHRjL  in  the  chair,)  the  bill  toauthorue  the 

appointment  of  commissioners  to  surrey  the  routes 

ol    certain   canal*— Mr.   Bdrrill-s   amendment 

being  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Tbimble  ht^jed  the  amendment  would  not 
be  adopted.  The  committee  had  reported  this  bill 
in  syuch  a  shape  as  to  make  it  unexceptionable  to 
the  Executive,  whose  opinion  on  the  subject  had 
been  officially  avowed.  The  opinion  of  the  Ex- 
ecuuve  was,  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  con- 
vert the  property  of  individuals  to  public  uses,  but 
that  they  might  subscribe  to  the  stock  of  compa- 
nies formed  for  effecting  public  improvements. 
This  amendment  would  conliict  with  that  opinion, 
and  nught,  if  adopted,  defeat  the  objects  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Bur  RILL  could  see  no  difiierence,  except  in 
favor  of  the  amendment.     The  fact  that  the  State 
of  Massachusetts  had  not  taken  up  this  object,  was 
a  reason  for  its  being  done  by  this  CJovernment ; 
It  was  as  important  as  well  in  regard  to  the  pub- 
lic security  as  to  other  advantages  as  any  other ; 
the  objecte  contemplated  by  the  bill  had  been  com- 
meiKied  by  the  States,  and,  from  their  great  value 
to  the  mtemai  communication,  and  their  vicinity 
to  the  great  cities  of  the  seaboard,  they  could  be 
accomplished  without  any  aid  from  the  General 
GovernmenL    The  object  of  the  amendment  was 
differ^nUy  circumstanced.     This,  for  local  reasons, 
had  not  been  considered  important  by  the  State  of 
Massachusetts ;  that  State  had  directed  its  atten- 
tion to  a  different  object— to  the  canal  into  Buz- 
zard's bav.     The  route  contemplated  by  him  in 
offerinf  the  amendment  was  from  the  waters  of 
Taunton  river  to  Boston  bay,  and  though  the  river 
fell  into  Naragansett  bay,   the  canal  would   be 
whoUy  in  Massachusetts,  and  excluded  tbe  inter- 
ference of  any  other  State.     But,  Mr.  B.  said,  the 
United  Sutes  had  just  as  nwch  right  to  order  a 
survey  in  one  State  as  in  another ;  the  permieeion 
k  *  ^^^*  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  necessary  in  one  instance 
than  in  another;  and,  in  fact,  the  permission  of  a 

k  ^u  **•*  "^  "^*''  ^  *•**  Geaeral  Government 
which  was  not  possessed  without  it ;  the  States 
mdividuallv  could  not  confer  any  more  than  they 
could  withhold  powers ;  and  he  hoped,  as  this  o»>- 
ject  was  not  inferior  to  any  other  in  importance, 
that  the  amendment  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Smith  offered  a  few  remarks  against  the 
amendment,  and  Mr.  WiLaoM  a  few  in  favor  of 
the  amendment;  and,  on  taking  the  question,  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to— yeas  14,  nays  9. 


The  Senate  proceeding  to  fill  the  blanks  in  the 
bill,  and  some  debate  arising 

Mr.  Mbllbw  conceived  that  all  this  discussion 
was  useless,  inasmuch  as  if  the  bill  were  to  be 
matured  and  pass  this  House,  there  wa^ltttle 
chance  of  its  passing  the  other  branch  at  so  late  a 
period  of  the  session.  He  therefore  moved  the  in- 
definite postponement  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  DicKEBsoN  acquiesced  in  the  reasons  against 
prosecuting  the  measure  any  further  in  this  House 
at  the  present  session,  and  seconded  the  motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion 
was  agreed  to.  So  the  bill  was  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

WESTERN  CANAL. 

«rTV  Senate  then  took  up,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Horsey  in  the  chair,)  the  bdl  to 
authorize  the  af^pointment  of  commissioners  to  ex- 
amine the  country  between  the  Sandusky  and  Mi- 
ami bays  of  Lake  Erie,  and  the  navigable  waters 
of  the  Scioto  and  the  Great  Miatni  nvers  of  the 
Ohio,  to  ascertain  whether  and  by  what  route  a 
canal  can  be  laid  out  to  connect  those  waters ;  and, 
if  practicable  to  determine  and  lay  out  the  route' 
of  such  canal,  dec. 

Mr.  Eaton  moved  that  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely,  and  of- 
fered his  reasons  in  oppobition  to  the  bill,  as  did 
also  Mr.  Smith.  The  bill  was  supported  at  much 
length  both  by  Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  and  by 
Mr.  Trimble.  ' 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  bUl,  it  was  decided,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

Y»AS— Mewrs.  Barbour,  Eaton,  Oaillard,  King  of 
Alabama,  Leake,  Macon,  Morril,   Pleasanto,   Smith 
Tichenor,  Walker,  of  Alabama,  WilHams  of  Miwtu- 

sippi — 12. 

Naib— Messrs.  Brown.  BurrUl,  Dana,  Dickeraon, 
Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  New 
York,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Mellen,  Parrott,  Ro- 
b«rts,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Trimble. 
Wilaon— 20. 

Mr.  Ruggles  moved  to  strike  oat  of  the  bill  the 
following  provision :  "And  the  sale  of  forty-five 
'  townships  and  fractional  townships,  which  hare 
'  been  surveyed  in  the  Delaware  district,  shall  be 
'  suspended  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
'  Congress." 
This  motion  was  negatived ;  when 
Mr.  RcoGLEs  moved  to  strike  out  the  following 
proviso : 

•♦  Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  and  de- 
clared, that  nothing  in  this  act  contained,  or  that  shall 
be  done  in  pursuance  thereof,  shall  be  deemed  or  eon- 
strued  to  imply  any  obligation  on  the  part  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States  to  make,  or  defi-ay  the  expenses  of  making, 
the  canal  hereby  autberiMd  to  be  laid  out." 

And  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  the  following: 
"  Provided,  That  if  the  cemmissioners  aforesaid 
shall  be  of  opinion  that  a  canal  can  be  opened,  and 
shall  survey  and  lay  out  tbe  same,  it  i.  hereby  enacted 
and  declared,  that  tbe  additional  sura  for  which  the 
public  lands  shall  sell,  above  the  minimum  price  fixed 
by  law,  in  the  two  ranges  through  which  the  same 
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AH  k 

mii.7?h.„idet,J:"''  "•""  "■  'ff^"^  «"|loe..edel.i„,rbrl„d.  i„  ,he  S.„e  of  riinoi.  ■• 

Veils.  anH  nth^n   wo..  j;/1l^^      .   ..  < 


1 •  ™"^.„    a^  „43  preaicieo,  augment  the 

consideration  thereof  respectivelv 
lotion  hv  Mr   nir>.,r.„„„-.    .L     A" 


.k-™  C  *^ "    '"  i"»»quarier  and  make 

:s^a^a?t^rarp.!^^at'ct  "^ 

on  the  nurchasers,  Li  io  prS  to  the  exe?u  '  on^heLiCrv  of  r"  ^'^"''«°-'  «he  Committee 
tion  of  the  canal,  by  appiv/ne  to  it  the  inrrpJ^^  '  ?k-  '^'^\Y  of  Congress,  to  whom  was  referred 
revenue  from  th^  ales^  Thf  mo  tiin  w^  «^  f  "^^2"*!  °^  "^"''^  P'«°»o">  ^^re  diJ^^ZTd 
advocated  by  Mr.  Lowr.e  **   ^'"^    ^Tk'^«  ^"*'*'  consideration  thereof.  ^ 

The  amendment  was  opposed  bv  Mr  Kt^n  «f  _!  r  u^if^*".'""^ '^«  consideration  of  the  re- 
New  York  because  his  v^^ln  upport^g^h^s  ,  &!' t  w?).""'"  °°  9°™"^^^"  '^^  ^"- 
biU  were  altogether  national,  and  not  for  thf  pa  - '  Her^?r™nT  ™, '^*'  '"^^"^  '^^  ^'''^^^  of 
ticuiar  benefit  of  Ohio,  or  any  other  sec°[on  hS^.  ^  ^fvpS  tS?.K^  "*^' '°  concurrence  th^Swith,  re- 

by  th^^'pl^^Jr^te?,     r  Crje^rn^  •  thet  "f  ^^l^T'"^  ''^  ^^^'^  «^  «  -  -"  « 
Mr.  Ta.MBtE  opposed  the  amen^mentXau^e    of  Ja  oblhhSf'''  "°^  "'^^^  ^^t  ^"'  ^°'  «^^  ^^^Ji^f 

he  feared  it  would  put  the  bill  itself  in  jw^Sy     tJe  ^'''"'  """^  "^^^^''y  ^^  the  .econd 

and  spoke  some  time  against  the  motion  ^      tL  q 

The  amendment  was  negatived  by  a  large  ma- '  Wholp  rh?!.*^  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

^.er  some  remarks  by  Mr.  M.co.,  m  op^itl^n^  ;  a^^^d^  ^^^JZ^^  t^^^^T^ 

The  question  was  taken  on  ordering  ,t  to  be  en-  r«dinT""^ '°  '^'^  "°"**''  '"'^  P*^^"*  ^  «  »t»'rd 

grossed  and  read  a  third  time,  and  decided  in  the  TKo^q 

affirmative,  by  the  foUowing  vote :                      ''^  wLlt  ?i!°*'^  '"f"'^"''  *»  '»  Pommittee  of  the 

Y«*'-Me««.   Burrill.  Dicker.on.  Edward-,  Hor-  act   giWn^'  X^wX^'^r^  '^'  ^'"'  ^°^'^'«>  "^n 

^ey.HonterJohnwn  of  Louisiana,  Ki^g  of  New  York  IhieSI^Ld   n.^       °f    pre-emption    to   James 

Ltnman,  Llovd.  Lowri«.  Morrii   iv-.ki_    x,.,J     ' °"'  onieids ,    and,  no  amendment  having  been  made 

J^ing'.'^''''^  '°  '^'  """^'  ^'^^  ^^^  ^"»^hird 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House 7aTe^^ 
reso  ution  for  the  appointment  of  a  jdnt  cSt- 
^  to  inquire  into,  and  report  what  sibjectsT will 

\^^P^'  '«  a<^t  on  durinfthe  present  Son    in 

tttn^'"-"  '''^  ^^"-  'Se  conc^rce  '^f 

B^^^or^^rxr^ 

Mr.^RoBERTs  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  hrin«        ^^^  engrossed  bUl  to  authorize  the  leiral  r*.nr#w 
m  the  following  resolutions :  ''"'  '°  ^"°^  !  ?"^'"^«  ^^  Elisha  and  William  Wintw  inTht 

Jie»olved,  That  Robert  Tweedy    Tobia.  «?Jmn  to  !^[°7u^^''''"'l  °°  the  part  of  the  United  States 

«d  George  H.cks.  a«,utanu  trtYe' slg  ".m  nZ'  m^  -nH^.K^'^'"''^'^''  ^  ^^'^^^  by  commit 
and  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate,  be  paid  o„t"J  Jh e  c^  I  ^in L?  ,  V  ^°^°^^d  bill  to  authorise  thTa^ 
Ungent  fund  two  dollar,  a  day  for  each  day  th A  m-J  P°'°'"',^°J  ^^  commtssioners  to  lay  out  the  rwite  Sf 
have  attended  the  Senate  during  the  pLem  aeJioro^f    If^"*,    '^°'?'l  '^^  P^^ic    lands  °n   Ohio    were 

""°'''  'ne  consideration  of  the  hill  <.ntMl.„i  u 


LMmui  Llojd  Lowri,,  Morril,  NoWe;  P.lmer    P.;: 

tLu:^"o'-  """"■  *■"'"'•  T.JIO,,  •s,™:;. 


doUa 
conduct 

The  said  resoluuons  were  twice  read,  by  unani- 
mous consent.  '     '  **"*"i- 

La^i*  y«0MA8,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
act  for  the  relief  of  persons  holding  confirmed  un- 


WK«i»  7k '">""icu,  as  in  «^ommitteeof  the 

Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  sale  of  part  of  the  glebe  of 
Rock  Creek  Church,  in  the  coGnty  of  WiLhi«^.« 
m  the  District,  of  Columbia  ;»  anTormo'  lo?  by 
Mr  Hunter,  it  was  laid  on  the  table  ^ 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RenresentatirP.: 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  HauJ!;  h^^^^^*^ 
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bOl,  entitled  "An  act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next 
meeting  of  Congress,"  and,  also,  a  resolution  to 
suspend,  for  a  limited  time,  the  act  in  addition  to 
the  act,  to  provide  for  certain  peraons  engaged  in 
the  land  and  naval  service  of  the  United  States  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,  in  which  bill  and  resolu- 
tion they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  and  resolution  were  read,  and  severally 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
GroBme  Keith  Spence  ;  and,  on  motion,  the  said 
bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Stokes,  from  the  committee  on  that  sub- 
ject, to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  from  the 
other  House,  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post 
roads,  reported  the  same,  with  sundry  amend- 
ments, which,  with  the  bill,  were  forthwith  taken 
up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  severally  agreed 
to,  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and,  with  the  bUl,  to 
be  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  message  announcing 
that  the  other  House  insist  on  its  amendment  to 
the  bill  to  provide  for  clothing  the  army,  Ac,  in 
domestic  manufactures;  whereupon,  the  Senate 
resolved  to  insist  on  their  disagreement  to  said 
amendment,  (which  proposes  to  fix  five  per  cent, 
as  the  amount  of  preference  to  be  given  to  domestic 
fabrics.) 

PRE-EMPTIO.V  RIGHTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas,  the  Senate  proceed- 
ed, m  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Horsey  in 
the  chair,)  to  the  consideration  of  the  following 
bill  to  grant  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  actual 
settlers  on  the  public  lands: 

Be  it  enacted,  4re.,  That  every  peraon.  or  the  legal 
repreaenUtivea  of  every  peraon  who  haa  actually  in- 
habited and  cultivaied,  and  who  now  reaidea  upon  any 
tract  of  land  lying  in  any  diatrict  esUbliahed  for  the 
rale  of  public  landa,  which  tract  ia  not  rightfully  claim- 
ed by  any  other  peraon,  such  peraon  residing  as  afore- 
aaid,  or  hti  or  her  legal  repreeentativea,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  a  preference  in  becoming  the  purchaeer,  from 
the  United  Statea,  of  such  tract  of  land,  at  private  aale, 
upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions,  in  every  reapect, 
at  are  now.  or  shall  hereafter  be  provided  by  law,  for 
the  aale  of  other  public  landa  sold  at  private  sale  : 
Provided,  That  no  more  than  one  quarter  section  of 
land  shall  Ite  sold  to  one  individual,  in  virtue  of  this 
act,  and  the  same  ahall  be  bounded  by  the  aectiond 
and  diviaional  linea  run,  or  to  be  run  according  to  law: 
Provided,  alao.  That  no  lands  reserved  from  aale  by 
former  acu,  or  landa  which  have  been  directed  to  be 
sold  in  town  lota,  shall  be  sold  under  this  act. 

8«c.  2.  And  be  it  fwiktr  enacted.  That,  in  coaea 
where  two  or  more  persona,  entitled  to  the  right  of  pre- 
emption in  virtue  of  ihia  act,  ahall  he  aeltled  as  aforesaid, 
upon  on^  quarter  or  fractional  quarter  section  of  land, 
each  person  ahall  be  authorized  to  purchase  one  quarter 
section,  or  fractional  quarter  section  of  land,  upon  which 
they  are  ao^settled  ;  and  the  quarter  section,  or  fractional 
quarter  aection  upon  which  such  peraons  are  acttled,  shall 
be  equally  divided  between  them,  in  auch  manner  aa 
the  regiater  and  receiver  within  whoee  district  the  land 
hea  ahall  determine  and  direct ;  so  aa  to  aecure,  aa  far 
aa  practicable,  to  every  auch  peraon,  their  improve- 
menta  respectively. 


Sac.  3.  Provides  that  every  peraon  claiming  a  pref. 
erence  m  becoming  the  purchaser  ia  a  tract  of  land 
in  virtue  of  this  act,  ahall  make  known  his  or  her  claim' 
by  dehvering  a  notice,  in  writing,  to  the  regiaUr  of  the 
land  office  for  the  diatrict  in  which  the  land  may  lie. 
That  all  landa  to  be  aold  under  this  act  ahall  be  enter* 
ed  with  the  regiater,  at  least  two  wecka  before  the  time 
of  the  commencement  of  the  public  aales  in  thediaUict 
wherein  the  land  liea;  that  every  person  having  aright 
of  preference  in  becoming  the  purchaser  of  a  tract  of 
land,  who  shall  fail  to  make  bia  or  her  entry  with  the 
regiater,  within  the  time  prescribed,  hia  or  her  right 
ahall  be  forfeited,  and  the  land  by  him  or  her  claimed 
ahall  be  offered  at  public  aale  with  the  other  public 
landa  in  the  diatrict  to  which  it  belongs,  6k. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  by  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  moved  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  considerable  debate, 
in  which  the  bill  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Tho- 
mas, EnwARDs,  King,  of  New  York,  Noble, 
Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  and  Smith,  and  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Lowrie,  Lanman,  Roberts,  and  Mel- 
LEN ;  the  two  last  named  not  opposed  to  granting 
some  relief  to  actual  settlers,  under  the  late  change 
in  the  mode  of  disposing  of  the  public  lands,  but 
not  in  the  way  proposed  by  the  bill. 

The  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely  was 
ultimately  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and 
nays — yeas  14,  nays  31,  as  follows : 

YxAa— Mesara.  Burrill,  Elliot,  Hunter,  Lanman, 
Leake,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Mellen,  Morril,  Sanford,  Tay- 
lor, Tichenor,  Walker  of  Alabama,  and  Williams  of 
Miasiasippi. 

Nits— Messrs.  Barbour,  Dana,  Edwards,  Oaillard, 
Horaey,  Johnson  of  Louiaiana,  King  of  New  York, 
Logan,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Pinkney,  Pieaaanta, 
Roberta,  Rugglea,  Smith,  Stokes,  Thomaa,  Trimble, 
Williamaof  I'enneaaee,  and  Wiiaon. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  then,  agreeably  to  a 
suggestion  which  had  been  thrown  out  in  debate, 
moved  to  reduce  the  quantity  of  land  for  which 
the  pre-emption  shall  be  allowed,  from  a  quarter 
section  to  a  half  quarter  section,  (80  acres ;)  which 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rdggles,  the  second  section 
was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Roberts  moved  to  add  tothe  bill  the  fol- 
lowing proviso:  ".Provided,  aho,  that  no  person  or 
persons  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  benefit  of 
this  act,  wherein  anv  transfer  of  a  pre-emption  right 
has  been  made  before  the  patent  shall  have  issued 
for  the  land  claimed  under  such  right,  and  eveiy 
i-uch  transfer  shall  be  null  and  void." 

This  amendment  was  opposed,  for  variotw  rea- 
sons, by  Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  Macon, 

Lowrie,  EnwARns.  and  Walker,  of  Alabama 

the  bst  named  gentleman  submitting  also,  at  con- 
siderable length,  his  reasons  in  opposition  to  the 
bill. 

The  proposed  amendment  was  negatived 14 

to'12 ;  and  the  bill  was  then  laid  by  until  to-morrow. 

THURsnAV,  May  11. 

The  resolution  to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  act,  in  addition  to  the  act,  to  provide  for  cer- 
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«A«l.F«    '"^  ?^^'"'  "/,  also,  the  bill  entitled 
^^-^  ""*^  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of 
■ConjreM ;"  were  severally  read  the  second  time,     i 
1  he  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

vvrnole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing  ' 
the  repair  of  a  sea-wall  at  the  Isles  of  Shoals; 
the  tTble""     °°     ^  Pabkott    it  was  laid  on  i 

The  Senate,  according  to  the  order  of  the  dav  ' 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  granting  the  ' 
n«ht  of  pre-emption  to  settlers  on  the  public  lands- 
when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Edwards,  the  bill  wa*' 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbitt,  was 
taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  after 
wme  discussion,  in  which  Messrs.  Hcnter  and 
Bdhhill  supported  the  bill;  it  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Susannah  Stewart 
was  taken  up  and  considered,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading.  | 

The  bills  Troin  the  other  House,  to  establish  an 
Xr^T-°'''1-^K^  discipline  and  field  exercise  for  ' 
the  militia  of  the  Umted  States;  giving  the  right 
of  pre-emption  to  James  Shields,  to  alter  and  es- 
tablish certain  post  roads;  and  the  resolution  de- 
claring the  consent  of  Congress  to  the  compact 
between  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  for  the  setOe- 
ment  of  their  dividing  line,  wer^  seve?aUy   ^^  ' 

HoiJe  ^***'**^'  *"'*  '^»"r°«i  to  the  other 

The  President  communicated  the  general  ac- 
count of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  for 

tl^iT"^  ^°^'^  '^"  ^'^  °^  September,  1819, 
with  the  report  thereon,  which  were  read,  ' 

Mr.  HoasBv,  from  the  Committee  of  Confer 
ence  on  the  disagreeing  vote  of  the  two  Houses, 

tivJL  ,  ^^T^'l^fl'""'  "^.'^'^  "^'^  of  Representa- 
of  Sf  '^K^'^^^  renewing  the  charter  of  the  City 
01  Washington,  (which  amendment  was,  to  strike 
out  the  aut^or.ty  to  the  corporation  to  raiW  mone^ 
S  r th' P^'  objects  by  way  of  lottery,  sancSon^ 
ed  by  the  President  of  the  l/nited  Static,)  made  a 

X  t.T'"'"''°^'l!«  ;*^*'  '^'  «'^  power' be  limit 
ctl^dTn  !;y"^^^  -^-;^  commendation  was  con- 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  recede  fmS 
their  first  amendment  to  the  bill,  enlit  S  "In  a^ 
to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  Citv  of  WaTh 
mgton  and  to  repeal  all  other  ac^hei^Totr^* 

flJe^^Te'^n:^^^'^  '^  ^'  ^--"-  °f  Co" 
They  hare  passed  a  bill,  entiUed  "An  act  in  ad- 
diUon  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  makinraSoro^ 
?eaVT^^  "inth^KW  °J  Government^^rth: 
rencVoTthe'sel';?^'"  '''''  ^^""*  '""^  ^-^- 
NEXT  MEETING  OF  CQNGRESS. 

un  thf  K  ilT^'  °1:  '"''1'°''  °f  ^^'-  Barbour,  took 
up  the  bill  from  the  other  House  to  fix  the  lime  of 

the^J^onTM'^S  °^  ?Sr°^^^  *^  *"  earlie^^^day 
sthuCal  daT°^'^  of  November)  than  the  Con- 
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Mr.  BAiiBoca,  for  the  purpose  of  dwooying  the 
bill,  moved  to  postpone  it  indefinitely,  and^wke 
some  time  agamst  the  inconvenience  to  the  w^ 
fessional  aiid  agricultural  members,  and  the  gj«u 
sacrifice  to  those  particularly  who  have  families, 

,kXI!i  f°  5^'  *  P?'^'^"  °^  **^^i'  ^me  here,  and 
thfi!  ^'^^V'^y  of  protractmg  the  duraUon  of 
the  sessions  of  Congress. 

wl^'rrp™^' A?  J"^'  ^PPorted   also   by   Messrs. 

Walker  of  Alabama,  Macon,  and  Kihq  of  New 

,  York;    and   was  opposed   by  Messrs.   Bdhbill 

I  Smith,  and  Lanman.     The  debate  turned  nriid-' 

J  pally  on  the  nature  of  the  busmess  which  it  is 

'^o'^n  or  expected  will  occupy  the  attention  of 

t^  T'  '^'o^-jh^  expediency  of  departing  from 

'  e^Jn V'PP^'"''**  ^l  '^"  Constitution,  except  in 
extraordinary  cases,  &c.  ^ 

rJl^  question  heme  uken  on  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  bifl.  It  was  decided  in  the  n«- 
tne  by  yeas  and  nays—yeas  13,  nays  22.  ^^ 

Mr.  Roberts  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  etc- 
a«d  Monday  and  insert  the /c«,rtA  Monday  of  No- 
vember   and  spoke  against  an  earlier  meeting  of 
the  next  se^ion,  and  against  meetings  generallvat 
j  an  earlier  than  the  Constitutional  day  '^ 

t.nn ';  'y°'*\"'  '"^'"''^  '^  '^^^^•on  of  the  que*. 

'  tr;.\^   'P°^^  '"  '"PP*^*  °^"  «»'""  meeting  of 
tne  next  session.  * 

the^bill^*"*  """^^^^  *^^  ™°"°°'  ^'"'^  advocated 

derId^ioT'°°  7^'  ^^^^^y^,  and  the  bill  wa^  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  thu^  time^yeas  20. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS 

rMT*'K?NriV?i''  iiP' ""  ^°°l!"i"«  of  tbe  Whole, 
(Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  m  the  Chair,)  the  rcso- 
hn ion  from  the  other  House,  suspend  ng  the  J^ 
^.on  of  the  act  of  this  sessionrto  amend  t. 
Revolutionary  pension  law  so  far  as  not  to  int" 
foe  with  the  nayment  of  tl»e  half  year's  «.ns  "n 
which  would  V  ^yable  in  SeptemW  nex^ 
at  l/;„  ^"°°^"i^°'  reasons  wTiich  he  submitted 
definhdf.'""''^  '°  ^''P"°^  '^'  '"^^^'^on  in 

tinued'dfj  nZ'fi''°''  »^^'^^'  ^'°^'  '^^<^fa  ^oa- 
iinued  tili  near  five  o'clock,  m  which  the  merits 

of   he  ongmal  act  were  largely  discuss^,  aTwS 

SU^t.i'nT''^  "^  ;^P^''°«'  °'  spending,  tJe 
operation  of  an  act,  by  a  resolution,  mssed  at  the 

r.?e^  wT'  '^\,  '^^^  postponem^nT^  idvc^ 
CON  a^d^"^"-  ^^^'-^'^v Roberts,  Smith,  Ma- 

br  M^,l  r    "'"*' *A^  '^'^  motion  was  opJK>8ed 
by  Messrs.  Lanman,  Dana,  Buaaim  and  fio>- 

The  que.Mion  was  ultimately  decided  in  the 
negative  by  the  following  vote: 
w.fdl  ^"f/«^1«'»«'-Me«ir..  Brown,  E.ton,  Ed- 
ward,,  Gaill.rd,  Horwy,  Johnwn  of  LouLiana/King 
of  Al«b.m.  Mscon.  NobJ«.  Pleas.nU,  Roberts  Ru/ 
g  «.Sm,ih,  Stoke.,  T.jlor.  Thomsa, Trimble' W.rklr 

Against  postpone  ment—Mewgn.  BurriJI  Dan*  n.Vfc 
jmn.  Hunter.  King  of  New  York.  Unman   Low^' 
Mellen.  Morrii,  Palmer,  P.rro.t.  S«forJ    and  S: 

So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 
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Friday,  May  12. 
The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
transmitting  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  land  com- 
missioners at  St.  Helena,  and  a  copy  of  their  list 
of  actual  settlers ;  which  were  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Mohril,  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia  were  directed  to  inquire 
if  the  law,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  pur- 
chase of  fire  engines,  and  for  the  safe-keeping  of 
the  same,"  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1819,  has  been 
earned  into  effect. 

The  bill  broueht  up  yesterday  for  concurrence, 
was  twice  read  by  unanimous  consent,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Comnuttee  on  Finance. 

The  Senate  took  up,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pleas- 
ants, the  bill  from  the  other  House  "  to  prevent 
the  commanders  and  other  officers  in  the  naval 
service  of  the  United  States  from  accepting  of  any 
present  or  emolument  of  any  kind  whatever  from 
any  King,  Prince,  or  foreign  State,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  and  having  undergone  a  good  deal  of 
discussion,  and  some  amendment,  it  was  recom- 
mitted, on  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama, 
with  instructions  so  to  modify  its  provisions  as  to 
make  their  application  general. 

The  following  Message  wa.s  received  from  the 
Prbsident  op  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senmte  and  Hotue  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States . 
I  comaunicato  to  CoogreM  UaOKJationa  of  letters 
from  the  Minister  of  Spain  to  the  SecreUry  of  State, 
r»cei»ed  since  mj  Message  of  the  9th  instant. 

i.  JAMES  MONROE. 

1    WAsaixsTov,  Majf  12,  1820. 

The  Mesiiage  and  letters  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

The  following  Message  was  also  received  from 
the  President  or  the  United  States': 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  • 

I  transmit  herewith  to  the  Senate  a  report  from 
the  SecreUry  of  Sute,  toother  with  the  returns  of 
cause*  depending  in  the  cotnts  of  the  UniUd  Sutes, 
collected  conformably  to  a  resolation  of  the  Senate  of 
the  leih  of  January,  1619. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
WAaaiiieTox,  May  11,  1820. 


next  meeting  of  Congress"  was  i^d  a  third  time, 
and  jpassed.  * 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  for  paying  the  assistants  to  the  Sergeant- 
at-Arms  and  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate,  for  their 
attendance  during  the  present  session,  and  the 
same  havmg  been  amended,  it  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  authorizmg  an  extra  allowance  to  the 
said  assistants,  as  a  gratuity  for  their  uniform 
good  conduct,  and  the  same  having  been  amended, 
It  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time. 

tm/T*^  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  persons  holding  confirmed  un- 
located  claims  for  lands  in  the  State  of  Illinois  •" 
and,  on  motion,  it  was  laid  on  the  table.  ' 

Mr.  BuRHiLL,  from  the  joint  committee,  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  and  report  what  business  it  wUl 
be  necessary  to  act  on  during  the  present  session, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represenutives 
iniormed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  holding 
of  a  certain  number  of  small  vessels  of  war,"  with 
an  amendment,  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

They  have  also  passed  a  bill  entitled  "An  act 
to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  authorizing  the 
employment  of  an  additional  naval  force;"  and 
also,  a  resolution  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  negotiate  with  foreign  Govern- 
ments on  the  means  of  effecting  an  entire  aboli- 
tion of  the  slave  trade,  in  which  bill  and  resolu- 
tion they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 


The  Message  and  documents  were  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  to  continue  in  force  'An  act  to  protect 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  punish 
the  crime  of  piracy ;"  and,  also,  to  make  further 
provision  for  punishing  the  crime  of  piracy;  with 
amendments,  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  said  amend- 
ments ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postroned  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbit  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Catha- 
rine Stewart"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  fixing  the  time  for  the 


Satcrday,  May  13. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi, 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  William  Wikoff,  and,  also, 
the  petition  of  Abraham  Mace,  of  Louisiana,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideraUon  thereof, 
respectively,  and  the  latter  had  leave  to  withdraw 
his  petition  ;  and  they  were  also  discharged  from 
the  lurther  consideration  of  the  petition  of  certain 
inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Monroe,  in  the  State 
of  Alabama  ;  and  the  memorial  of  the  Intendant, 
and  Council,  and  citizens,  of  the  town  of  Oiai 
borne,  in  Alabama ;  and  said  petition  and  memo- 
rial were  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bro\*ti,  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  James  Simpson,  American  Consul  at  Mo- 
rocco, were  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Ann 
Wilson,  the  petition  of  George  Jackson,  and,  also, 
the  case  of  Christian  Wilman,  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof,  respectively. 

The  bill  and  resolution  brought  up  yesterday  for 
concurrence  were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 
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The  bUl  enuiled  "An  act  authorizing  the  em- 
ployment of  an  additional  naval  force"  was  read 
the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent. 
Whnl!  ;k°'^^  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  enutled  "An 

KLt//Y  '^^'^f  °^,  ^'^'''  holding  confirmed  un- 
located  cUims  for  lands  in  the  Stite  of  Illinois" 
and,  no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  it 
r^i^iiT^''       to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a  third 

The  following  resolutions  were  respectively  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

and  George  Hicks,  a«...tanU  to  the  Sergeant-.t-Ami. 
and  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate,  be  paid  out  of  the  co" - 
Uogent  fund  two  dollar,  a  day  for  each  day  they  may 
have  attended  the  Senate  during  the  preLileZl 

two  dolw"^"f  ^;'  K^^"'"  '^''"»  ^'  •'-  »l'°-ed 
em  ^  TcXf;.^  •"-•^"-  <^--«  the  pre- 

fun^of  tht  V^'  '""""i*  P'^'''  ''"'  °f  the  contingent 
wn  and  rl  H '  l""  ^^^''  '^''"''^'  "T^hia.  Simp- 
«d  fini  ?^?'**  "'^''"'  ''^^  "tra  aum  of  one  hundred 

T^ztcr  "''• " "  ^'''"''^  ^•'^  '•>-  -'^--'7 

,ml«^  ^^.*'^r  T"'?^'*  the  consideration  of  the 
amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entiUed  "An  act  authorizing  the  buiWin^ 
of  a  certain  number  of  small  vessels  of  war,"  and 
concurred  therein.  ' 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

bUl^'^tm  S^^r^'^^^"^  '^'  ^^"^^  h'ave  parsed" 
bUl,  entitled  ''An  act  to  amend  an  act  making  res- 
ervation of  certain  public  lands  for  naval  pulses 

act  designating  the  ports  within  wLch,  only  for 

IT  ILZtr^^^'  ^^"  ^  permitted  to' ente'r';-; 
bill,  entitled  '-An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in 
force  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  per 
cTAd'fn  trR''^''^'  ""'  ^"^^^^  wounds,^; 

P^ses  "  and  .r'"''Sry  ^f '  ^"^^  ^'^'  °ther 
purposes      and,  also,  a  bill,  entit  ed  "An  act  to  in- 

nISrf'  in  th^,  V  '  ?'*"  I*^  ">^  ''"'  »  Wch  origi- 
nated in  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  nrovWe 

c"o„:!;;jenc''e"„V"eSra"e.™°'^  '"^^ '«>"-'  '"^ 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amenrl 
ments  to  the  bilf  last  mentioned  ;  and,  on  motion' 

In^MaTufSs  "  '''  ^°™-^-  -  ^---e 
weTe''"  JaS'  all!.'  l"''  ^^"«'^^  "P  ^'^^  '^o'lcurrence 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act  making 
reservation  of  certain  public  lands  for  navTpii^ 

second  time,  by  unanimous  consent. 

wiSn  whil'''"V  "A""-^''  designating  the  ports 
^^i.}^^^'  °°^^,'  ^°'^'«^  ^t»«i  vessels  shall  be 
pennitted  to  enter,"  was  read  the  second  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Commi  ti 
on  Forei^  Relations. 

tinTi"- '*^''  ^"'•^^'^  "-^t^  ^ct  to  revive  and  con- 
tinue m  force  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide 
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for  perrons  who  were  disaUed  by  known  wounds, 
received  m  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  for  other 
purposes, '  was  read  the  second  time,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  num- 
ber of  clerks  in  the  Department  of  War"  was 
read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  revive  the 
powers  of  the  commissioners  for  ascertaining  and 
deciding  on  the  rights  of  persons  claiming  lands 
in  the  district  of  Detroit,  and  to  provide  for  the 
adjustnient  of  claims  to  lands  withm  the  Territory 
ol  Michigan  ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Williams, 
of  Mississippi,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  indefinitely  postponed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  kave  passed  a 
bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  NIargaret 
Hall,  late  Marpret  McKenzie ;"  a  bill,  entitled 
An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  of  Illinois  to 
obtain  certain  abstracts  of  land  from  certain  public 

^rTJS  &"'.?'''  f^  "A°  ^<^t  for  the  reW  of 
Richard  S.Hackley  ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  rehef  of  Arnbrose  Vasse  ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Newsom  Peter  Crook 

retf'oTThfl'^' '  '  '•"'  ^"^'''^^  "^°"^»  f«^fa^ 
h1!1  1  »  '^^  representatives  of  Conrad  Laub, 
deceased  ;"  a  Eill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  fo; 
epa.ring  the  roof  of  the  General  Post  Office  and 
LfZ""''  ^'^/"fttie  for  the  protection  of  said 
bulding;"  and  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  Sta^L  to 
borrow  three  millions  of  dollars,  and  for  other^ur° 

oTC  S"  af  '"'^ ''''  ^^"-^  ^'^^  — -- 
The  eight  bills  last  mentioned,  were  read    and 

"^'^"1:^1^^^  '^  '^^  ^^'^^'^d  reading.  ' 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Pres- 

bill  enJitL  .?A  °'  °'r"  ^^P^'"  «"d'  ^l^^,  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  letral  reo- 

he  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  re^ 
spectively  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Financ^ 

^a^e^Hal  i'i^J^'m^  "^"  T  ^^^  '^'  relief  of  Ma': 
ifu  .}h  h^,^/^*argaret  McKenzie,"  and,  also,  a 
Bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  'the  G^veSor 

certain  nnKr  °''S'''  ",7"*^°  *^^'**^»^  ^^  l"^  f«>m 
h^'  fn?  P    ^'"^  °®*'^''    ^"^  '«^J  the  second  time 
by  unammous  consent,  and  respectively  referred  to 
H^f  °???'"'*  on  Public  LandT 

rhe  bill,  wititled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Am- 
brose Vasse,"  and,  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  acX 

James  Rabb,"  were  read  the  second  time  bv  unan- 
imous consent  and  respectively  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

ard^S  Hi?/'"^^  "Anact  for  the  relief  of  Rich- 
ard b.  Hackley, '  was  read  the  second  time  bv 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committ^ 
on  Foreign  Relations.  "*"iiii«; 

.  The  bill,  entiUed  "An  act  to  provide  for  renair- 
ing  the  roof  of  the  General  Post  Office,  ind^to 
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procure  an  engine  for  the  protection  of  said  build- 
ing," was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

The  said  committee  reported  the  said  bill  without 
amendment,  and  it  was  taken  up  and  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  no  amendment 
having  been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  _passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  settlement  of  the 
accoiints  between  the  United  States  and  Richard 
O'Brien,  late  American  Consul  at  Algiers ;"  and 
It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  altering  the  times  for  holding 
the  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  western  dis- 
Uict  of  Pennsylvania;"  and  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "Anact  tocontine  in  force  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  to  provide  for  reports  of  the  decisions  of 
the  Supreme  Court,'  approved  the  third  of  March, 
1817,"  whereupon,  resolved,  that  they  concur 
therein. 


anch  nefTO  or  mnlatto  a  alave,  or  shaJi,  on  board  any 
•och  ahip  or  Teaael,  oflfer  or  attempt  to  aell,  a«  a  alave, 
any  negro  or  mulatto,  not  held  to  aervice,  aa  aforeaaid, 
or  ahall,  on  the  high  eeaa,  or  anywhere  on  tide  water, 
tranafer  or  deliver  over  to  any  other  ahip  or  twcI,  any 
negro  or  mulatto,  not  held  to  aenice,  aa  aforeaaid,  with 
intent  to  make  auch  negro  or  mulatto  a  alave,  or  ahall 
land  or  deliver  on  ahore,  from  on  board  any  auch  ahip 
or  veaael,  any  auch  negro  or  mulatto,  with  intent  to 
'n»ke  aale  of,  or  having  previoualy  aold,  auch  negro  or 
mulatto,  aa  a  alavc,  auch  citizen  or  peraon  ahall  be  ad- 
judged a  pirate,  and,  on  conviction  thereof,  before  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  Statea  for  the  diatrict  where- 
in he  ahall  be  brought  or  found,  ahall  auffer  death. 
.  After  some  discussion,  rather  on  the  form  than 
the  substance  of  these  amendments,  they  were 
agreed  to,  without  a  division. 


PIRACY  AND  KIDNAPPING. 

The  Senate  proceded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill  "  to  continue  in  force  the  act  to  protect  the 

*  commerce  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  punish  the 

*  crime  of  piracy,  and  also  to  make  further  provi- 
'  sion  for  punishing  the  crime  of  "piracy." 

The  amendments  (which  were  reported  in  the 
other  House,  by  Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  committee 
on  the  slave  trade,)  are  as  follow  : 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  any  citizen  of  the 
United  Statea,  being  of  a  crew  or  ahip'a  company  of 
any  foreign  ahip  or  veaael  engaged  in  the  alave  trade, 
or  any  peraon  whatever,  being  of  the  crew  or  ahip'a 
company  of  any  ahip  or  veaael  owned  in  whole  or  in 
part,  or  navigated  for,  or  in  behalf  of,  any  citizen  of 
the  United  Statea,  ahall  land,  from  any  auch  ahip  or 
veaael,  and,  on  any  foreign  ahore,  seize  any  negro  or 
malatto,  not  held  to  aervice  or  labor  by  the  lawa  of 
either  of  the  Statea  or  Territorieaof  the  United  Statea, 
with  intent  to  make  auch  negro  or  mulatto  a  alave,  or 
ahall  decoy  or  forcibly  biing  or  carry,  or  ahall  receive, 
aach  negro  or  mulatto  on  board  any  auch  ahip  or  veaael, 
with  intent  aa  aforeaaid,  auch  citizen  or  person  ahall 
be  adjudged  a  pirate,  and,  on  conviction  thereof,  before 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  Sutea  for  the  diatrict 
wherein  he  may  be  brought  or  (bund,  ahall  auffer  death. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  any  citizen  of  i 
the  United  Statea,  being  of  the  crew  or  ahip'a  company 
of  any  foreign  ahip  or  veaael  engaged  in  the  alave  trade,  or 
any  peraon  whatever,  being  of  the  crew  or  ahip'a  com- 
pany of  any  ahip  or  veaael  owned  wholly  or  in  part, 
or  navigated  for,  or  in  behalf  of,  any  citizen  or  citizena 
of  the  United  Statea,  ahall  forcibly  confine  or  detain, 
or  aid  and  abet  in  forcibly  confining  or  detaining,  on 
board  auch  ahip  or  veaael,  any  negro  or  mulatto,  not 
held  to  aervice  by  the  lawa  of  either  of  the  Sutea  or 
Terriloriea  of  the  United  Statea,  with  intent  to  make 


MoNOAY,  May  15. 
Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  prevent  the  commanders  and  other  offi- 
cers in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  from 
accepting  of  any  present  or  emolument  of  any  kind 
whatever,  from  any  King,  Prince,  or  foreign  State, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  reported  the  same,  without^ 
amendment ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Pleasants, 
it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  amendment 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  authorizing  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
between  the  United  States  and  Richard  O'Brien," 
late  American  Consul  at  Algiers,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment ;  whereupon,  on  his  motion, 
resolved,  that  the  Senate  concur  therein. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Ja- 
cob Barker ;  the  petition  of  Jacob  Butler ;  the 
claim  of  John  Despard ;  and  also  the  claim  of 
Moses  Atwater;  were  discharged  from  the  further 
I  consideration  thereof,  respectively. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
j  informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  erection 
of  a  light-house  on  one  of  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  near 
Portsmouth,  in  New  Hampshire;"  and  also  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissioners  to  lay  out  the  road  therein 
mentioned  ;"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  con- 
firming certain  claims  to  land  in  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois;" and  also  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  impose 
a  new  tonnag^  duty  on  French  ships  and  vessels;" 
in  which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  said  two  bills  were  read,  and  severally  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  confirming  certain 
claims  to  land  in  the  State  of  Illinois,"  was  read 
the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  taken 
up  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and,  on  motion,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amoid- 
ments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
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eotttle^  "An  act  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a 
lifht'hoate  on  one  of  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  near 
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire  ;*'  and  concurred 
therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments to  tho  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  appointment  of  coniraissioners  to  lay  out  the 
road  therein  mentioned  ;"  and  concurred  therein. 
Mr.  DicKERaon.  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatires  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  relief  for  sick 
and  disabled  seamen,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  oi/ree  to  the  1st,  3d, 
4th,  and  5th,  of  said  amendments,  and  disagru  to 
the  2d  and  6th  amendments. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
caxrying  into  effect  the  treaties  lately  concluded 
with  the  Chippewa  and  Kickapoo  nations  of  In- 
dians j"  in  'mnch  bill  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  said  bill  was  read  three  several  times,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  belter 
organization  of  the  Treasury  Department,"  with 
amendments ;  in  which  amendments  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  They  inn»t  on 
their  second  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  sick  and  disabled  seamen  ;"  and 
recede  Com  their  sixth  amendment  to  the  said  bill. 
On  raotioo  by  Mr.  Pleasants,  the  further  con- 
aiderati(Mi  of  th«  bill  last  mentioned,  together  with 
the  araendment  thereto,  were  postponed  until  the 
next  session  of  Congress. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Hou&e  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  better  organ- 
ization of  the  Treasury  Department ;"  whereupon, 
RuUvd,  That  they  concur  therein. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Eaton,  John  B.  Timberlake, 
and  also,  James  Brown,  had  leave  to  withdraw 
their  petitions  and  papers,  respectively. 

On  motion  by  xMr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 
Hyacinthe  Bernard  had  leave  to  withdraw  his 
petition. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi, 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  all  subjects  re- 
ferred to  them  during  the  present  session,  upon 
which  they  have  not  reported. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bbown,  the  Committee  on 
Frreign  Relations  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  all  subjects  referred  to  them 
during  the  present  session,  upon  which  they  have 
not  reported. 

Mr.  LowRiE  moved  the  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which,  after  some  explanation  by 
the  mover,  and  some  discussion,  was  agreed  to : 

Rttolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Ststss 
cwse  ta  be  laid  before  the  donate,  at  their  next  ■«•- 
•Ma,  a  Matement  of  the  number  of  militia  from  each 


State,  that  were  called  into  the  public  service,  by  order 
of  the  President  of  the  Uniud  States,  during  the  late 
war;  of  the  number  furnished  by  each  State,  the 
number  recogDised  by  the  United  States  from  each 
State,  and  the  period  of  their  service ;  of  the  amount 
of  fines  imposed  for  neglect  of  datj,  distinguishing 
the  number  of  persons  on  whom  fines  have  been  im- 
posed, the  sums  collected  by  the  respective  marshals, 
the  sums  paid  by  them  respectively  into  the  Treatary 
of  the  United  8tstes,  the  expenses  of  the  courts  mar- 
tial in  the  several  States,  and  the  number  and  amount 
of  fines  so  imposed  thai  ha*«  been  remitteJ  within 
the  States  respectively. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Hall,  late 
McKenzie,  was  taken  up,  and,  on  motion,  post- 
poned indefinitely. 

The  following  bills  from  the  other  House,  hav- 
ing be<?n  report^  by  the  committees  to  which  they 
had  been  heretofore  severally  referred,  were  suc- 
cessively taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  considered  and  passed,  some  of  them  with  un- 
important amendments:  The  bill  to  revive  and 
continue  for  one  vear  the  invalid  pension  act  of 
March  3,  1819;  the  bill  to  impose  additional  ton- 
nage dutv  on  French  ships  and  vessels ;  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Newsoro,  Peter  Brook,  and 
James   Rabb;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Coniad 
Laub;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ambrose  Vasse; 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  Governor  of  Illinois  to 
obtain  certain  abstracts  of  land  from  certain  land 
districts ;  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  civil  appro- 
priation act  of  the  present  session  ;  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Richard  S.  Hackley  ;  the  bill  to  amend 
the  act  to  authorize  the  employment  of  an  addi- 
tional naval  force;  the  bill  designating  the  ports 
at  which  only  foreign  armed  ships  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  enter ;  the  bill  to  increase  the  number  of 
clerks  in  the  War  Department ;  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of   persons    holding  confirmed    unlocated 
claims  for  land  in  Illinois ;  the  bill  to  amend  the 
act  making  certain  reservations  of  public  lands 
for  naval  purposes ;  the  bill  proriding  certain  re- 
Mirs  and  a  fire  engine  for  the  General  Poet  Office 
building;    the   bill  authorizing   letters   patent  to 
Henry  Burdin. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  from  the  other 
House,  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales  to  accent  a  loan  of  three  millions,  reported 
the  same  with  amendments,  proposing,  in  sub- 
stance, to  borrow  the  whole  five  milUoos,  instead 
of,  as  the  bill  provided,  borrowing  three  millions, 
and  making  up  the  retniiining  two  from  the  Sink- 
ing Fuiid,  and  also  sinking  out  the  provision 
authorizing  a  subscription  of  certain  of  the  Missis- 
sippi stock  to  the  loan. 

These  amendments  Mr.  SarrroRD  explained 
and  supported,  and  they  were  agreed  to  bv  the 
Senate. 

They  were  subsequently  returned  from  the  other 
House  disagreed  to  in  part,  with  a  request  for  a 
conference.  The  conference  was  agreed  to  by  the 
Senate,  after  insisting  on  their  amendmenU,  and 
Messrs.  Sanford,  Maco.v,  and  Eaton,  appointed 
managers.  They  soon  after  reported  the  agree- 
ment recoHunended  by  the  committee  of  confer- 
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ence,  which  recofnmendation  wa<<  adopted  by  the 
Senate ;  and  the  proceedmg  resulted  in  reducing 
the  amount  of  Hie  loan  to  three  millions  only, 
leaving  the  Sinking  Fund  to  be  untouched,  (on 
the  ground  that  Congress  would  be  in  session  early 
enough  next  session  to  provide  the  remaining  two 
millioRS,)  and  expunging  the  section  which  au- 
thorizes Mississippi  stock  (now  due  and  payable) 
to  be  subscribed  to  the  loan. 

-1  THE   SLAVE  TRADE. 

The  fbUowing  resolution,  received  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  was  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration : 

Reached,  bu  the  Senate  and  House  oj  RepreserUativet 
of  the  Unitea  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
bled.  That  the  President  be  requested  to  consult  and 
negotiate  with  ail  the  Govemmenta,  where  Ministers 
of  the  United  Sutes  are,  or  shall  be  accredited,  on  the 
means  of  eflfecting  an  entire  and  immediate  aboHtion 
of  the  African  slave  trade. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  that  the  further  consideration 
of  the  resolution  be  postponed  to  the  next  session 
of  Congress.  It  was  impossible,  he  thought,  that 
a  pro|K>sition  embracing  considerations  of  so  much 
importance,  could  be  properly  examined  and  dis- 
cussed at  this  late  hour  ol  the  session  ;  when,  too, 
other  objects  of  immediate  interest  to  the  nation 
remained  to  be  acted  on. 

Mr.  Burrill  hojted  the  resolution  would  not  be 
postponed.  The  principle  which  it  contained  had, 
in  part,  been  often  sanctioned  by  the  Senate ;  in 
the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  such  a  stipulation  had  been 
entered  into  with  Great  Britain ;  there  was  no 
other  method,  in  fact,  by  which  the  slave  trade 
could  be  put  an  end  to.  This  resolution  comported 
with  the  general  opinion  ;  all  men  united  in  detes- 
tation of  the  traffic,  and  Mr.  B.  said  he  should  be 
sorry  if  the  Senate  should  show  any  hesitation  or 
backwardness  on  the  subject,  after  the  House  of 
Representatives  had  agr^d  to  this  measure,  and 
recommended  it  to  the  Senate  ;  it  would  seem  as 
if  the  Senate  repented  of  what  it  had  before  done. 
Besides,  the  resolution  could  do  no  harm,  because, 
whatever  the  President  should  do  in  pursuance  of 
it,  must  be  submitted  to  the  revision  of  this  House. 
The  immediate  representatives  of  the  people  had 
requested  this  branch  of  the  treaty-making  power 
to  enter  into  this  measure,  and  he  thought  it  would 
not  be  proper  in  the  Senate  to  reject  it. 

Mr.  SmIth  replied  that  he  did  not  conceive  it 
would  be  treating  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  any  disrespect  to  reject  this  resolulion  ;  each 
House  was  left  free  to  exercise  its  unbiassed  judg- 
ment on  every  public  measure ;  and,  for  one,  he 
would  not  relinquish  his  right  to  do  so.  He  was 
for  leaving  this  matter  to  the  proper  authority,  and 
if  the  President  should  conclude  a  treaty  on  the 
subject,  the  Senate  could  then  act  on  it.  It  was 
true,  as  had  been  said,  that  the  Commissioners  at 
Ghent  did  enter  into  a  stipulation  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, on  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade ;  but  they 
had  no  instructions  for  what  they  did ;  he  had 
takeii  some  pains  to  ascertain  the  fact,  and  Mr.  S. 
said  it  was  an  assumption  of  power  by  the  Com- 
missioners— they  had  no  authority  on  the  subject. 


This  was  a  question  which  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives ought,  perhaps,  to  have  left  to  the  Con- 
stitutional aiuhority — to  the  treaty-making  branch 
of  the  Grovernment.  It  is  as  mucn  as  to  say  to  the 
President,  you  don^  do  your  duty,  and  we  now  ad- 
monish you  to  perform  it,  dbc. 

Mr.  Kino,  of"  New  York,  deemed  it  important 
that  the  opinion  of  the  Congress  should  be  given 
to  the  President  on  this  subject,  in  which  all  con- 
cur. He  thought  the  resolution  highly  creditable 
to  the  House  of  Repres^entatives ;  he  felt  gratified 
that  it  had  originated  in  that  House,  asa  that  it 
had  originated  with  an  individual  from  a  particu- 
lar part  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Mercer,  of  Virginia.) 
This  view  of  the  slave  trade  had  become  completely 
established  ;  this  nation,  and  all  other  nations,  had 
j  become  of  one  opinion  on  the  subject — that  it 
I  ought  to  be  put  down.  Although  Mr.  K.  was  per- 
suaded that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
fully  concurred  in  this  sentiment,  yet  this  resolu- 
tion would  be  with  him  an  additional  motive  to 
prosecute  the  entire  extinguishment  of  this  detes- 
table traffic.  It  would  be  strange,  indeed,  after 
what  had  been  done  by  this  country  to  abolish  this 
trade,  that  we  should  now  halt  or  hesitate ;  and 

Jet  more  strange  that  we  should  look  like  retiring, 
t  was  to  the  honor  of  this  nation  that  we  had 
commenced  this  glorious  work ;  that  we  had  pre- 
ceded the  Eaglish  Pafliaraent  in  the  attempt,  and 
set  the  example  to  the  other  nations  of  the  world. 
It  would  be  honorable  to  proceed,  and  ask  the 
President  to  pursue  an  object  so  creditable  to  our 
country.  Mr.  L.  hoped  tne  resolution  would  not 
be  postponed,  but  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  S.MITH  bad  another  objection  to  this  propo- 
sition, which  he  had  not  disclosed.  It  was  a  desire 
to  put  a  stop  to  this  mode  of  doing  things  by  reso- 
lution. Every  thing  was  to  be  effected  nowadays, 
by  resolution — societies  and  town-meetings  send 
resolutions  to  the  Legislatures,  the  Legislatures 
send  them  to  Congress — and  we  have  all  seen  and 
felt  the  effects  at  the  present  session  of  this  fashion 
of  instructing  the  proper  authorities  by  resolution. 
Mr.  S.  did  not  like  this  doctrine  of  resolutions.  If 
the  President  of  the  United  States  had  neglected 
his  Constitutional  duty,  call  him  to  account  for  it ; 
but  do  not  undertake  to  instruct  him  in  a  matt^ 
confided  to  him  by  the  Constitution.  Mr.  S.  was 
far  from  being  dispased  to  check  the  great  work 
of  putting  down  the  slave  trade^  but  there  was  little 
hope  of  effecting  it.  Great  Britain  had  purchased 
the  Spanish  right  and  the  Portuguese  right  to  carry 
on  this  trade;  and  this  is  the  glorious  work  we 
are  called  on  to  abolish.  Whatever  England  might 
say — however  humanely  she  might  talx  in  Parlia- 
ment, it  was  useless  to  negotiate  until  she  was  tired 
of  the  traffic.  Whenever  she  gives  it  up  in  earnest, 
then  there  will  be  some  chance  of  putting  a  stop 
to  it. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  should  vote  for  the 
postponement,  merely  because  he  thought  the  reso- 
lution a  useless  one.  The  President  possessed  the 
power  already  to  negotiate  on  the  subject,  and  it 
was  unnecessary  to  give  him  any  advice  or  instruc- 
tion on  it. 
The  question  on  postponing  the  resolution  was 
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decided  in  the  negatire ;  10  rising  in  favor,  and  15 
against  it. 

The  question  being  then  stated  on  reading  the 
resolution  a  third  time  to-day,  it  was  objected  to, 
which,  by  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  precluded  the 
third  reading ;  but 

Mr.  LowRiE  moved  to  suspend  that  rule  of  the 
Senate  which  forbids  two  readings  of  any  bill  or 
joint  resolution  on  the  same  day,  unless  by  unani- 
mous consent. 

Considerable  debate  took  place  on  this  motion, 
in  which  the  suspension  of  the  rule  was  advocated 
by  Messrs.  Lowbie  and  Bdrsill.  and  was  opposed 


by  Messrs.  Smith,  Maqon,  and  Kino  of  Ala- 
bama. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  was  finally  lost, 
by  the  casting  vote  of  the  President,  the  division 
showing  12  for  and  12  against  it ;  and  the  resolu- 
tion fell  of  course. 

The  Senate  having  finished  the  business  before 
them,  or  rather  so  much  thereof  as  had  been  re- 
ported by  the  joint  committee  as  necessary  to  bt' 
acted  on  ;  and,  having  been  informed  by  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  wait  on  the  President,  that  he 
had  no  further  communication  to  make,  the  Sen- 
ate adjourned  to  the  second  Monday  in  Novembej- 
next.  .  . 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

•  AT   THE  FIRST  SESSION  OF  THE  SIXTEENTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  UITY  OF 

WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  DECEMBER  6,  1819. 


Monday,  December  6,  1819. 
This  being  the  day  appointed  by  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  for  the  meeting  of  Congress, 
the  following  members  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives appeared,  produced  their  credentials,  and 
took  their  seats,  to  wit : 

From  New  Hampshire — JoMph  Buflum.jr.,  Josish 
Butler,  Clifton  Clsgett,  Arthur  LiTermore,  William 
Plumer,  jr.,  and  Nathaniel  Upham. 

From  M(u$aehu»ett» — Benjamin  Adama,  Samuel  C. 
Alien,  Joahua  Cuahman,  Edward  Dowse,  Walter  Fol- 
ger,  jon.,  Mark  L.  Hill,  John  Holmes,  Jonas  Kendall, 
Martin  Kinsley,  Samuel  Lathrop,  Enoch  Lincoln,  Jon- 
athan Maaon,  Marcus  Morton,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  James 
Parker,  Gabriel  Sampson,  Henry  Shaw,  Nathaniel 
Silsbee,  and  Ezekiel  Whitman. 

From  Rhode  Jsland — Samuel  Eddj  and  Nathaniel 
Hazard. 

From  Connecticut — Henry  W.  Edwards,  Samuel  A. 
Foot,  Jonathan  O.  Moeeley,  EILsba  Phelps,  John  Russ, 
James  Steveos,  and  Gideon  Tomlinson. 

From  Vermont — Samuel  C.  Crafts,  Orsamns  C. 
Merrill,  Charles  Rich,  Mark  Richards,  and  William 
Strong;. 

From  New  rorAc— Nathaniel  Allen.  Caleb  Baker, 
Walter  Case,  Robert  Clark,  Jacob  H.  Dewitt,  John 
D.  Dickinson,  John  Fay,  William  D.  Ford,  Esra  C. 
Gross,  [Aaron  Hacklej,  jun.,  George  Hall,  Joseph  8. 
Lyman,  Henry  Meigs,  Robert  Monell,  Harmanus  Peck, 
Nathaniel  Pitcher,  Jonnthan  Richmond,  Henry  R. 
Storrs,  Randall  A.  Street,  James  Strong,  John  W. 
Taylor,  Caleb  Tompkins,  Albert  H.  Tracy,  Solomon 
Van  Renaaelaer,  Peter  H.  Wendover,  and  Silas  Wood. 

From  New  Jersey — Ephrsim  Bsteman,  Joseph 
Bloomfield,  John  Linn,  Bernard  Smith,  and  Henry 
Southard. 

From  Pennsylvania — Henry  Baldwin,  William 
Darlington,  Samuel  Edwards,  Thomas  Forrest,  David 
FuIIerton,  Samuel  Gross,  Joseph  Hemphill,  Jacob 
Hibshman,  Joseph  Hcister,  Jacob  Hostetter,  William 
P.  Maclay,  David  Marchand,  Robert  Moore,  Ssmuel 
Moore,  John  Murray,  Thomas  Patterson,  Thomas  J. 
Rogers,  John  Sergeant,  Christian  Tarr,  and  James 
Wallace. 

From  Delaware — Louis  McLane. 
From  Maryland — StcTensao  Archer,  Thomas  Cul- 
bretb,  Joseph  Kent,  Peter  Little,  Raphael  Nesle,  Sam- 
uel Ringgold,  Samuel  Smith,  and  Henry  R.  Warficld 


From  Y'icr^^nui— Mark  Alexander,  William  Lee  Ball, 
Philip  P.  Barbour,  WUUam  A.  Burwell,  John  Floyd, 
Robert  S.  Gamett,  James  Jones,  William  McCoy, 
Charles  F.  Mercer,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton, 
Severn  E.  Parker,  James  Pindsll,  James  Pleasants, 
Alexander  Smyth,  George  F.  Strother,  George  Tucker, 
John  Tyler,  Thomas  Van  Swearingen,  and  Jared 
Williams. 

From  North  Carolina — Hutchins  G.  Burton,  John 
Cnlpeper,  Charles  Fisher,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  James  S. 
Smith,  Felix  Walker,  and  Lewis  Williams. 

From  South  Carolina — Joseph  Brevard,  John  Mc- 
Creary,  James  Overktreet,  Charles  Pinckney,  Eldrad 
Simkins,  and  Sterling  Tucker. 

From  Georgia — Joel  Abbot,  Thomas  W.Cobb, Joel 
Crawford,  and  Robert  W.  Reid. 

From  Kentucky — Richard  C.  Anderson,  jun.,  Wil- 
liam Brown,  Henry  Clay,  AIney  McLean,  Thomas 
Metcalfe,  Tunntall  Quarles,  George  Robertson,  David 
Trimble,  and  David  Walker. 

From  Tennessee — Robert  Allen,  Henry  H.  Bryan, 
Newton  Cannon,  John  Cocke,  Francis  Jones,  and 
John  Rhea. 

From  Ohio — Philemon  Beecher,  Henry  Brush,  John 
W.  Campbell,  Samuel  Herrick,  Thomas  R.  Ross,  and 
John  Sloan. 

From  Indiana — William  Hendricks. 

From  Mi»si**ippi — Chriatopber  Rankin. 

From  UUnoi*— Daniel  P.  Cook. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a 
Speaker,  by  ballot ;  and  the  ballots  having  been 
counted  by  Mr.  Pleasants  and  Mr.  Moseley,  it 
appeared  that  the  whole  number  of  votes  given  in 
was  155,  of  which  there  were. 

For  Henry  Clay,  of  Kentucky       -        -     147 
Scattering  votes       -----        8 

So  that  Mr.  Clay  was  duly  elected  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives.  He  was  accord- 
ingly conducted  to  the  Chair  by  Mr.  Pleasants 
and  Mr.  Moseley,  and  the  oath  of  office  was  ad- 
ministered to  him  by  Mr.  Newton, 

When  Mr.  Clay,  the  Speaker  elect,  addressed 
the  House  as  follows :        « 

GBHTLixEir:  Again  called,  by  your  favorable  opin- 
ion, to  the  distinguished  station  to  which  I  have  been 
frequently  assigned  by  that  af  your  predecessors,  I  owe 
to  you  the  expression  of  my  most  respectful  thanks; 
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*nd  I  pray  you  to  believe  that  I  fed  inexpreMible 
gratitade,  aa  well  for  the  honor  iUeli;  as  for  the  flatter- 
ing manner  in  which  it  haa  been  oonferrad.  Id  our 
extenaiTe  Confederacy,  gentlemen,  embracing  auch 
various  and  important  relations,  it  must  neceaaartly 
happen  that  each  successive  session  of  the  House  of 
RepresenUtiTea  will  bring  with  it  subjecU  of  the 
greatest  moment.  During  that  which  we  are  now 
about  to  open,  we  have  every  reason  to  anticipate  that 
the  matUrs  which  we  shall  be  required  to  consider, 
and  to  decide,  posBeas  the  highest  degree  of  intereat. 
To  give  effect  to  our  deliberations;  to  enable  us  to 
command  the  respect  of  those  who  may  witness  or  be 
affected  by  them;  and  to  entitle  us  to  the  affection 
and  confidence  of  our  constituents,  the  maintenance 
of  order  and  decorum  is  absolutely  necessary.  Being 
quite  sure  that  your  own  comfort,  your  sense  of  pro- 
priety, and  the  just  estimate  which  you  must  make  of 
the  dignity  which  belongs  to  this  House,  will  induce 
you  to  render  to  the  Chair  your  cordial  co-operation  ; 
I  proceed  to  discharge  iu  duties  with  the  sincere  amur- 
anee  of  employing  my  best  exertiona  to  merit  the 
choice  which  you  havo  been  pleased  to  make.  And  it 
wil  be  to  me  the  greatest  happiness,  if  I  should  be  eo 
fortanate  as  to  satisfy,  in  this  respect,  your  ex- 
peetatioBs. 

The  members  were  then  called  over  by  States, 
and  severally  sworn  to  support  the  Constituuon  of 
the  United  Sutes. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Clerk, 
and,  on  motion,  Thomas  Dodghcrty  was  ap- 
pointed, nem.  con. 

In  like  manner,  Thomas  Dcsn  was  appointed 
Sergeant-at-Arms,  Thomab  Ci^xton  Doorkeep- 
er and  Benjamin  Bubch  AssisUnt  Doorkeeper  to 
the  House. 

John  Scott  appeared,  produced  his  credentials, 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  as  the  delegate 
from  the  Territory  of  Missouri. 

The  Rules  and  Orders  observed  by  the  last 
House  for  its  government,  were  temporarily  estab- 
lished for  the  government  of  this  House. 

The  usual  rules  respecting  newspapers,  &c., 
were  adopted. 

Mr.  Anderson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  to  the 
House  the  constitution  formed  by  the  people  of  the 
Territory  of  Alabama  for  their  government;  which 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  and  ordered  to 
be  prmted. 

And,  after  appointing  a  committee  on  their 
part  to  join  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Senate 
to  wait  on  the  President,  the  House  adjourned  till 
to-morrow. 


=^S= 
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TrESDAY,  December  7. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, George  Dennison  ;  from  Virginia,  Bal- 
LARn  Smith,  and  from  Georgia,  William  Teh- 
rill,  appeared,  produced  their  credentials,  were 
qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  from  the  joint  eom- 
mittee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  inform  him  that  a  quorum  of 
the  two  Houses  is  a.saembled  and  ready  to  receive 
any  (ioramunication  he  may  be  pleased  to  make  to 
them,  reported  that  the  committee  had  performed 


that  service,  and  that  the  President  answered,  that 
he  would  make  a  communication  to  the  two 
Houaes  of  Congress  to-day,  at  12  o'clock. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  two  Chaplains  to  Congress  for 
the  present  session — one  by  each  House,  who  shall 
interchange  weekly  ;  in  which  resolution  they  ask 
the  concurrence  oi  this  House. 

The  resohition  Mras  read,  and  eoBcnrred  io. 

The  following  proposition  of  amendment  to  the 
standing  rules  and  orders  of  the  House  was  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Little,  whicii  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table,  viz : 

That  the  51st  rule  of  this  House  be  so  amended,  aa 
that  a  distinct  Committee  of  Manufactures  be  appoint- 
ed, as  an  additional  standing  committee. 

A  communication  was  then  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  [For  which,  see 
Senate  proceedings,  anU.  page  12.] 

The  said  Message  was  refrrred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  and  5,000 
copies  thereof,  and  the  accompanying  doctunents, 
wrre  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House. 


Wednesday,  December  8. 
Several  other  members,  to  wit ;  from  Viiginia, 
Jab.  Johnson  and  John  Uahdolph  ;  from  North 
Carolina,  William  Davidson,  Charles  Hooks, 
Jesse  Slocumb,  and  Thomas  Settle  ;  and  from 
South  Carolina,  William  Lowndes,  appeared, 
produced  their  credentials,  were  qualified,  and  took 
their  seats. 

Mr.  HoLMEd  presented  a  petition  of  the  conven- 
tion lately  assembled  within  and  for  that  portion 
of  the  State  of  Mas&achusttis  called  "  the  District 
of  Maine,"  signed  by  William  King,  president  of 
the  said  convention,  praying  that  the  assent  of 
Congress  may  be  given,  before  the  last  day  of  Jan- 
uary next,  to  the  admission  of  the  said  district  into 
the  Union  as  a  separate  and  independent  Sute, 
and  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States, 
by  the  style  and  title  of  the  •  State  of  Maine," 
which  was  referred  to  a  select  committee;  and 
Messrs.  Holmes,  Hill,  Phelps,  Ali,em,  of  New 
York,  and  Hooks,  were  appointed  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  the  several  memorials 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  and 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Territory,  presented 
to  the  House  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  rela- 
tive to  the  admission  of  that  Territory  into  the 
Union  as  a  separate  and  independent  State,  were 
referred  to  a  select  committee;  and  Mesjrs.  Scott, 
Robertson,  Terhil,  Strotheh,  and  Dewitt, 
were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Strong,  of  New. .York,  gave  notice  that  on 
to-morrow  he  should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
to  prohibit  the  further  eitension  of  slavixy  within 
the  Territories  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Shaw,  of  Massachutictts,  introduced  a  joint 
resoiation,  authorizing  the  transmission,  free  of 
poetage,  of  any  documents  which,  during  the  pre- 
sent and  any  future  seasion,  may  be  traamitted  to 
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either  House  of  Congress  by  the  President,  or  any 
of  the  Heads  of  Departments ;  which  resolution 
was  twice  read,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  and  subsequently  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  a  joint  committee  for  the  Library 
of  Congress,  as  also  a  joint  resolution  "  declaring 
the  admission  of  the  State  of  Alabama  into  the 
Union ;"  in  which  resolutions  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  Library  committee  was  read  and 
concurred  in  by  the  House;  and  Messrs.  Pinck- 
NEV,  Wood,  and  Meios,  were  appointed  of  the 
said  committee  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Chap- 
lain to  Congress  on  the  part  of  this  House.  On 
the  first  ballot,  the  votes  were :  For  Rev.  Burgess 
Allison  75,  Rev.  Mr.  Smith  61,  and  Rev.  Mr. 
Post  18. 

No  choice  having  been  effected  by  this  ballot, 
Mr.  Post's  name  was  withdrawn  from  nomination, 
and  a  second  ballot  took  place,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  the  result:  For  Mr.  Allison  81,  and  for 
Mr.  Smith  78. 

So  the  Rev.  Mr.  Allison  was  chosen  Chaplain 
to  Congress  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives. 

STANDING  COMMITTERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  the  following  standing 
committees  were  appointed,  viz : 

Committte  of  Ways  and  Mean* — Mr.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  Mr.  Burwell,  Mr.  Trimble,  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, Mr.  Moseley,  Mr.  Shaw,  and  Mr.  Tyler. 

Of  Electum»—Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Whitman,  Mr. 
Merrill,  Mr.  Tarr,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Tucker,  of 
South  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Sloan. 

Of  Commerce — Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  McLane,  of  Del- 
aware, Mr.  Tomlinson,  Mr.  Mason,  Mr.  Allen,  of 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Hill,  and  Mr.  Folger. 

Of  Clainu—Mr.  WUliams,  of  North  Carol 


Una, 


Mr.  Rich,  Mr.  McCoy,  Mr.  Samuel  Moore,  Mr. 

Culbreth  •-     "•        <       '  ~ 

Metcalfe 


.oy, 
irds. 


Culbreth,  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Connecticut,  and  Mr. 


For  the  Dittnct  of  Colnmbia — Mr.  Kent,  Mr.  Cobb, 
Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Neale,  Mr.  Swearingen,  Mr.  Ful- 
lerton,  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Jersey. 

On  the  PtMic  Lands — Mr.  Anderson,  Mr.  Hen- 
dricks, Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Nelson,  of 
Massachusetts,  Mr.  Cook,  Mr.  Ballard  Smith,  and 
Mr.  Stevens. 

On  Private  Land  Claiins — Mr.  Campbell,  Mr. 
Pindall,  Mr.  Rankin,  Mr.  Robert  Moore,  Mr.  Bry- 
an, Mr.  Tracy,  and  Mr.  Eddy. 

On  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads— hit.  Liver- 
more,  Mr.  Sampson,  Mr.  Russ,  Mr.  Culpeper,  Mr. 
Tompkins,  Mr.  Walker,  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr. 
Burton. 

Of  Public  Expenditures— Mix.  Simkins,  Mr.  Slo- 
cumb, Mr.  Heister,  Mr.  Hazard,  Mr.  Dowse,  Mr. 
Plumer,  and  Mr.  Ford. 

On  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims— 'Mix.  Rhea, 
Mr.  Maclay,  Mr.  Settle,  Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachu- 
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setts,  Mr.  Linn,  Mr.  Street,  and  Mr.  Jones,  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

On  the  Judiciary— Ut.  Sergeant,  Mr.  Beecher, 
Mr.  RobertsoD,  Mr.  Reid,  Mr.  Brevard,  Mr.  Lin- 
coln, and  Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia. 

Of  Accounts — ^Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  Mr. 
Bateman,  and  Mr.  Upham. 

Of  Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business — Mr.  Morton, 
Mr.  Butler,  of  New  Hampshire,  and  Mr.  Ball. 

On  the  ExpendiLurts  in  the  Department  of  StaU— 
Mr.  Holmes,  Mr.  Peck,  and  Mr.  Hibshman. 

On  the  Expenditures  in  the  Department  of  the  Trea- 
awry— Mr.  Trimble,  Mr.  Hall,  of  New  York,  and 
Mr.  Gross,  of  Pennsylvania. 

On  the  Expenditures  in  the  Department  of  War- 
Mr.  Brush,  Mr.  Overstreet,  and  Mr.  Gross,  of  New 
York. 

On  the  Expenditures  in  the  Department  of  the  Navy 

Mr.  Archer,  Mr.  Fay,  and  Mr.  Buffum. 

On  the  Expenditures  in  the  Post  Office — Mr.  Liver- 
more,  Mr.  Hackley,  and  Mr.  Mondi. 

On  the  Expenditures  on  the  Public  Buildings — Mr. 
Meigs,  Mr.  Strong,  of  Vermont,  and  Mr.  Hostetter. 

PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Nelson,  of 
Virainia  being  called  to  the  chair. 

The  President's  Message  of  yesterday  being  la- 
ken  into  consideration — 

Mr.  Taylor  ofiered  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Committee  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Sutes  as  relates  to  the  sub- 
ject of  carrying  into  effect  the  late  treaty  between  the 
United  Statea  and  Spain ;  the  condition  of  the  inde- 
pendent Governments  of  South  America ;  the  admis- 
sion into  our  ports  uf  foreign  ships  of  war  and  priva- 
teers, and  all  other  subjects  of  foreign  affairs,  be  re- 
ferred  to  a  select  committee. 

2.  That  so  much  of  the  Message  as  relatea  to  forti- 
fications, and  other  military  subjects,  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee. 

3.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  Nary,  naval  de- 
pots, and  the  protection  of  our  commerce  upon  the 
ocean,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

4.  That  so  much  of  the  Mesoagc  as  relates  to  man- 
ufactures, and  to  our  commercial  intercourse  with 
British  colonial  porU.  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

5.  That  so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to  the 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee. 

6.  That  ao  much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to  the 
"ubject  of  revenue,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

These  resolutions  were  separately  agreed  to 
without  debate,  excepting  some  conversation  re- 
specting that  which  relates  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  in  consequence  of 
a  motion  yesterday  made  by  Mr.  Little,  of  Ma- 
ryland, and  now  pending,  to  distribute  the  sub- 
jects of  commerce  and  manufactures  to  two  dis- 
tinct committers.  The  resolutions,  however,  were 
agreed  to  in   the  above  shape ;   and,  being  re- 
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porteti  to  the  House,  were  there  tilso  WTerally 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  Mr.  Holmes,  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Vu-- 
einia,  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Bar- 
Sour,  and  Mr.  Archer,  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee pursuant  to  the  first  resolution. 

Mr.  Alexander  Smyth,  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Mr.  Brush,  Mr.  Cocke,  Mr.  Ringgold,  Mr.  Cash- 
man,  and  Mr.  Parker,  of  Virginia,  were  ap^inted 
a  committee  pursuant  to  the  second  resolution. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  Mr.  Silsbee,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr. 
Wendover,  Mr.  Warfield,  Mr.  Hall,  of  North  Ca- 
rolina, and  Mr.  Dennison,  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee pursuant  to  the  third  resolution. 

Mr.  Hemphill,  Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Strong,  of  New 
York,  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Ro- 
gers, Mr.  Lathrop,  and  Mr.  Abbot,  were  appointed 
a  committee  pursuant  to  the  fifth  resolution. 

ADDITIONAL  COMMITTEES. 
Mr.  Taylor  again  rose,  and  the  House  having, 
he  said,  agreed  to  refer  the  several  subjects  aa- 
rerted  to  in  the  President's  Message,  he  held  in 
his  hand  some  other  resolutions  on  the  subject  of 
great  national  concerns  which  were  not  referred 
to  in  the  Message.  Such  propositions  it  had  ap- 
peared at  the  last  session  proper  to  present  directly 
to  the  House,  and  not  to  offer  them  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  whilst  the  President's  Message  was 
under  consideration.  He  should,  therefore,  now 
move  them.  The  first  of  these  resolves,  he  said, 
related  to  the  organization  and  discipline  of  the 
militia.  It  would  be  recollected  on  this  subject 
there  was  made,  at  the  last  session,  by  a  highly 
resnectable  committee  an  elaborate  report,  which 
had  not  been  acted  on  for  the  want  of  time.  For 
the  purpose  of  reviving  the  consideration  of  this 
matter  at  an  early  period  of  the  session,  and  assign- 
ing to  it  a  select  committee,  he  offered  the  first  of 
the  following  resolves.  The  second  of  them  re- 
lated to  the  improvement  of  the  Indian  tribes  in 
the  arts  of  civilized  life.  It  would  be  recollected, 
Mr.  T.  said,  that  at  the  last  session  of  Congress 
an  appropriation  had  been  made  of  ten  thousand 
dollars  per  annum,  towards  accomplishing  this 
important  object.  It  was  desirable  to  inquire  how 
this  money  had  been  expended,  and  also  whether 
any  thing  more  could  be  done  towards  this  object 
by  Congress.  The  third  of  the  resolves  related  to 
the  subject  of  roads  and  canals.  An  appropriation 
of  very  large  amount  had  been  made  at  the  last 
session  for  the  completion  of  one  very  important 
and  truly  national  road.  It  was  worth  inquiry 
how  that  money  had  been  expended,  and  would  be 
a  proper  subject  of  consideration  whether  th#re 
were  not  other  objects,  of  the  same  character  and 
of  equal  interest,  that  well  deserved  the  attention 
of  Congress.  The  subject  of  the  public  buildings, 
referred  to  in  the  fourth  resolve,  would  necessarily 
require  examination  by  a  committee,  dec.  The 
Uut  of  these  resolves  related  to  the  subject  of  rev- 
olutionary pensions,  which  had  excited  great  in- 
terest in  the  country,  and  certainly  deserved,  from 
the  amount  of  expenditure  on  this  object,  the  early 
attention  of  this  House.  With  this  brief  preface, 
Mr.  T.  mofM  the  following  resolves  : 


I  1.  Retohed,  Tb«t  th«  tobject  of  orfnnMnf  fend 
I  dnciplining  the  militia,  be  referred  to  a  wiect  con- 
t  mittee. 

I      2.  That  the  aubject  of  improTinf  the  Indian  tribei 
I  in  the  arts  of  civilized  hfe,  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

3.  That  the  subject  of  roada  and  canuU  be  rcferi«d 
:  to  a  select  committee. 

4.  That  the  subject  of  the  public  buildings  b«  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee. 

5.  That  the  subject  of  revolution sry  pensions  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee. 

I  6.  That  the  said  select  committees  have  leave  to 
'  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

i  The  question  was  taken  on  these  resolutions, 
.  without  debate,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative 
I  without  opposition. 

Mr.  Cannon,  Mr.  duarles,  Mr.  Herrick,  Mr. 
Floyd,  Mr.  Strother,  Mr.  Richmond,  and  Mr.  Ken- 
dall, were  appointed  a  committee  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Militia. 

Mr.  Southard,  Mr.  Wallace,  Mr.  WaJkcr,  of 
j  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Virginia,  Mr. 
I  Kinsley,  Mr.  Richards,  and  Mr.  Baker,  were  np- 
i  pointed  a  committee  upon  the  subject  of  Indian 
I  Affairs. 

Mr.  Storrs,  Mr.  Crafts,  Mr.  Pindall,  Mr.  Mar- 
chand,  Mr.  Hendricks,  Mr.  Davidson,  and  Mr. 
Street,  were  appointed  a  committee  upon  the  .sub- 
ject of  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  Cobb,  Mr.  Lyman,  Mr.  Gamett,  Mr.  Mur- 
ray, Mr.  Fisher,  Mr.  Case,  and  Mr.  McCreary, 
were  appointed  a  committee  upon  the  subject  of 
the  Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  Bloomfield,  Mr.  Clagett,  Mr.  Pitcher,  Mr. 
Alexander,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Clark,  and  Mr.  Pat- 
terson, were  appointed  a  committee  upon  the  sub- 
;  ject  of  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

■  A.VIENDMENT  TO  THE  RULES. 

The  consideration  of  the  resolve  for  amending 
j  the  rules  of  the  House,  so  as  to  direct  the  appoint- 
ment  of  a  Committee  of  Commerce,  and  another 
I  Committee,  of  .Manufactures,  in  lieu  of  the  Com- 
j  mittee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  heretofore 
I  annually  appointed,  was  then  called  for. 

Mr.  Newton,  of  Virginia,  declared  his  opposi- 
I  tion  to  this  motion.  The  two  subjects  had  here- 
;  tofore,  in  his  opinion,  been  properly  blended,  and 
;  he  should  like,  he  said,  to  hea/  from  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  some  strong  reason  why  they 
I  should  now  be  separated. 

I  Mr.  LiTTUs,  oi  Maryland,  said  he  did  not  know 
I  what  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  would  consider 
j  itrong  reason.s,  but  it  was  a  sufficient  reason  for 
'  himself,  that  the  subject  of  manufactures  was  one 
I  of  leading  importance,  and  which  engrossed  much 
I  of  the  attention  of  the  country;  that  it  was  not 
I  necessarily  connected  with  commerce,  their  inter- 
ests being,  indeed,  frequently  at  variance;  and 
I  that  the  subject  was  certainly  of  sufficient  magni- 
:  tude  to  occupy,  of  itself,  the  undivided  attenUon 
of  one  committee. 

Mr.  Newton  said,  in  opposing  this  proposition, 
he  was  actuated  by  no  personal  views,  but  solely 
and  purely  by  considerations  of  a  national  charac- 
ter ;  because,  in  short,  he  thought  these  two  inter- 
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ests  would  he  best  promoted  by  being  both  before 
the  same  committee.  The  subjects  of  commerce 
and  manufactures,  he  said,  were  intimately  con- 
nected. A  memorial  of  manufacturers  is  referred, 
for  example,  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufacture>,  to  inquire  how  the  interest  of  their 
manufactures  can  be  best  promoted.  Taking  the 
mibject  into  consideration,  it  appears  that  some 
imported  fabric  comes  into  successful  competition 
With  it ;  and  the  inquiry  then  presents  it«»elf,  what 
duties  it  is  necessary  to  impose,  to  give  the  advan- 
tage to  the  domestic  fabric.  Thus  the  inquiry  be- 
came necessarily  commercial  in  its  termination, 
though  it  began  in  manufactures.  A  committee, 
to  decide  correctly  on  questions  relating  to  either 
of  these  interests,  ouehl  to  consider  both.  Again : 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  and  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  sometimes 
came  in  collision,  from  the  connexion  and  interfe- 
rence of  their  respective  duties,  one  with  the  other. 
But  if  two  committees  be  now  made  out  of  one, 
the  conflict  of  jurisdiction  would  be  extended  to  a 
third  party,  and  this  without  any  apparent  advan- 
t^  to  either  party.  One  reason  only  had  been 
offered  for  the  division  of  this  subject  between  two 
committees — which  had  been  frequently  heretofore 
attempted  in  vain.  That  reason  wa.?,  that  the 
subject  of  manufactures  was  of  sufficient  import- 
ance to  employ  of  itself  one  committee.  On  this 
subject,  Mr.  N.  said,  it  ought  to  be  remembered 
that  every  thing  that  had  h^n  done  for  the  benefit 
of  raanui'actures,  had  been  done  by  the  connexion 
of  the  consideration  of  them  with  that  of  com- 
mercial subjects  before  one  and  the  same  commit- 
tee. Mr.  N.  here  mentioned  several  manufactures 
which,  he  said,  had  grown  up  under  the  protection 
of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures. Had  the  manufacturers,  he  asked,  come 
forward  to  this  House,  through  any  of  their  Rep- 
resentatives, and  asked  for  this  division  ?  He  pro- 
nounced that  they  had  not,  and  that  they  would 
not.  He  held  in  nis  hand  the  letters  of  a  very  in- 
telligent conunittee  of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
on  the  subject  of  manufactures ;  and,  in  obtaining 
information  on  the  subject,  and  collecting  the 
strongest  arguments  in  favor  of  encouraging  man- 
ufactures, they  had  more  than  once  referred  for 
them  to  the  former  reports  of  the  committee,  which, 
for  the  benefit  of  manufactures,  it  was  proposed  to 
substitute  by  two  committees.  As  far  as  related 
to  commerce,  Mr.  N.  said,  it  was  his  decided 
(pinion  that  the  less  Congress  legislated  on  it  the 
better.  Too  much  legislation  was  the  error  of  all 
legislative  bodies.  Commerce,  he  said,  is  a  sensi- 
tive plant:  touch  it.  and  it  shrinks.  Leave  it  un- 
fettered, and  it  would  prosper,  by  seeking  and  find- 
ing its  own  level.  From  his  experience  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures, for  many  years,  he  believed,  whoerer 
might  be  selected  to  compose  it,  they  would  en- 
deavor faithfully  to  discharge  their  duty  to  both 
the  interests  confided  to  them. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  made  some  re- 
marks in  reply  to  Mr.  Newton.  He  dwelt  on  the 
imnortance  both  of  commerce  and  manufactures, 
and  the  advantage  of  diriding  them  between  two 


committees.  Any  single  committee  which  might  be 
appointed  would,  he  had  no  doubt,  do  all  that  it 
could ;  but  it  was  too  obvious  to  be  denied,  that 
the  separation  of  two  great  subjects,  and  assigning 
them  to  different  committees,  would  give  to  the 
consideration  of  both  more  precision  and  maturity, 
as  well  as  greater  despatch. 

The  question  on  the  proposed  amendment  to  the 
rules  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive :  For  the  motion  88,  against  it  60. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Meigs,  Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Mc- 
Lean, of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Forrest,  Mr.  Parker,  of 
Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  Ross,  were  appointed  the 
said  committee. 

STATE  OF  ALABAMA. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate,  declaring  the 
admission  of  the  State  o(  Alabama  into  the  Union 
;  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original   States,  was 
I  twice  read.     With  considerable  opposition  as  to 
the  day  on  which  it  should  be  read  a  third  time, 
to-day  was  determined  on,  and  it  was  read  a  third 
time,  finally  passed  without  a   division,  and  re- 
turned to  the  Senate.     [The  yeas  and  nays  were 
required  on  its  passage,  but  the  requisition  was  not 
i  sustained  by  one-fifth  of  the  House,  the  necessary 
number.] 


Tni'RsnAY,  December  9. 
Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Pennsylvania, 
Ani^ew  Boden,  and  from  North  Carolina,  Wel- 
I  noN  N.  EnwxRDs,  appeared,  produced  their  cre- 
dentials, were  qualified,  and  took  their  seals. 
j      Mr.  Rich  presented  a  petition  of  Rollin  C,  Mal- 
( lary,  praying  to  be  admitted  to  a  seat  in  this  Hou.se 
[  as  one  of  the  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont, in  the  room  of  Orsamus  C.  Merrill,  whom 
he  alleges  to  have  been  illegally  returned. — Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  and  peti- 
tion of  Matthew  Lyon,  formerly  a  Representatire 
in  Congress  from  the  State  of  Vermont,  detailing 
the  circumstances  attending  his  prosecution  for  se- 
dition in  the  year  1798,  and  cqmplaining  of  the 
unconstitutionality  of  the  act  under  which  he  was 
prosecuted  ;  of  illegality  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
court  before  whom  he  was  tried  and  convicted ; 
of  the  fine  he  was  compelled  to  pay,  and  the  im- 
prisonment he  suffered  ;  and  also  setting  forth  the 
iniquity  of  the  motives  which  prompted  the  said 
prosecution,  which  he  declares  was  solely  occa- 
sioned by  the  honest  expression  of  his  political 
sentiments  ;  and  praying  that  the  amount  of  the 
fine,  with  the  interest  thereon,  may  be  repaid  to 
him,  together  with  such  sum  as  Congress  may 
think  a  just  and  proper  indemnity  for  his  being 
dragged  from  his  home,  his  family,  friends,  and 
business,  and  thrown  into  a  dark  and  loathsome 
dungeon,  where  he  suffered  for  four  months  erenr 
species  of  hardship,  cruelty,  and  indignity,  whicn 
could  be  devised  by  the  unrelenting  and  persecu- 
ting spirit  of  those  by  whom  he  was  persecuted. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Meigs  m-esented  a  memorial  of  the  mstitu* 
tion  in  New  York  for  "  instructing  persona  deaf 
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and  dumb/'  pray^in^  for  a  donation  in  land  for  the 
support  of  the  said  institution  ;  which  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  and  Messrs.  Meiqs,  Dick- 
inson, aod  Foot,  were  appointed  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying 
,  that  the  tariff  of  duties  imposed  on  foreign  man- 
ufactured articles  imported  into  the  United  States 
may  be  so  revised  as  to  revive  the  drooping  man- 
ufactures, and  afford  effectual  protection  to  the 
national  industry. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Manufactures. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  transmission  of  certain  docu- 
ments by  mail  free  of  postage,"  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  to-day.  It  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Scott,  from  the  committee  appointed  yester- 
day upon  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri  to  form  a 
constitution  and  State  government,  and  for  the 
admission  of  such  State  inter  the  Union  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  Sutcs;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow, 
/f  On  motion  of  Mr.  Ca.mpbell,  a  committee  was 

appointed  to  report  a  bill  for  taking  the  fourth 
census  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
.  United  States;  and  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Nelson, 
of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Hill,  were  appointed  the 
said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pay- 
ing the  soldiers  and  officers  of  the  volunteers  and 
militia  for  horses  and  other  property  lost  whilst  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  on  the  Seminole 
campaign,  in  all  cases  where  sucn  loss  was  sustain- 
ed in  consequence  of  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the 
General  Grovernment  to  furnish  the  necessary  for- 
age, and  without  any  fault  or  neglect  on  the  part 
of  the  owner;  and  Mr.  Cannon,  Mr.  Jones,  of 
Tennessee,  Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Reed, 
Mr.  Davidson,  Mr.  Tracy,  and  Mr.  Van  Rens- 
selaer, were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  additional  land  offices 
in  the  State  of  Illinois  for  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands.  And  the  same  committee  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  time  for 
completing  the  payments  for  lands  heretofore  pur- 
cnased  from  the  Government  within  said  State. 

Mr.  Strong,  of  New  York,  rose,  and  intimated 
to  the  House,  that,  not  desiring  to  embarrass  the 
question  which  would  probably  arise  on  the  Mis- 
souri bill  now  before  the  House,  he  should  at  pres- 
ent waive  the  motion  which  he  yesterday  announc- 
ed his  intention  to  make,  for  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  to  prohibit  the  further  extension  of  slavery  with- 
in the  territories  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  PiNCKNEY,  of  South  Carolina,  gave  notice 
that  on  this  day  wmk  he  should  ask  leave  to  in- 


troduce a  bill  to  be  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  a 
circulating  medium  for  the  United  States,  and  to 
sustain  the  credit  and  utility  thereof"  He  had 
understood,  he  said,  that,  on  the  last  day  of  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  a  resolution  had  passed 
which  had,  in  some  degree,  referred  this  subject  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  had,  therefore, 
determined  to  postpone  for  a  week  this  motion,  to 
give  to  the  House  an  opportunity  to  receive  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject. 


Friday,  December  10. 

I  Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Massachusetu, 
Timothy  Fuller,  appeared,  produced  his  creden- 

^  tials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

William  W.  Woodbridge  also  appeared,  pro- 
duced his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat,   as   the  delegate  from   the   Territory  of 

I  Michigan. 

j  Mr.  Lowndeb  presented  a  petition  of  the  child- 
ren and  representatives  of  the  late  General  Baron 
de  Kalb,  who  was  killed  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  praying  for  the 
pay  and  commutation  of  pay  due  for  the  services 

'  of  the  deceased. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 

E raying  that  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  may 
e  established.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
!  Judiciary. 

1      Mr.  Edwards,  of  Connecticut,  presented  a  pe- 
!  tition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  that   Sute,  respec- 
tively praying  that  the  situation  of  the  manufac- 
turing interest  of  the  country  may  be  taken  into 
]  the  serious  consideration  of  Congress,  and  that  the 
tariff  of  duties  imposed  on  the  importation  of  for- 
eign  manufactures  may  be  so  amended  as  to  afford 
j  effectual  security  and  protection  to  every  branch  of 
,  the  national  industry. 

Mr.  Eddy  also  presented  a  petition  of  a  com- 
j  mittee  of  ladies,  acting  for,  and  in  behalf  of,  the 
i  straw  manufacturers,  residing  in  and  near  Provi- 
,  dence,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  praymg  that 
the  duties  on  foreign  manufactures  of  straw,  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  may  be  so  augment- 
ed as  to  afford  protection  and  encouragement  to 
similar  articles  of  domestic  manufacture. — Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  New  York,  presented  a  petition 
of  James  Guyon,  jr.,  praying  to  be  admitted  to  a 
seat  in  this  House,  as  one  of  the  Representatives 
for  the  State  of  New  York,  in  the  place  of  Ebe- 
nezer  Sage,  who,  as  he  alleges,  has  b^'en  illegally 
returned. — Referred  to  theCommitteeon  Elections. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  schedule 
of  fees  of  office,  proper  to  be  allowed  and  taxed 
for  the  officers  of  the  district  courts  of  the  United 
States  for  the  districts  of  New  Jersey,  Virginia, 
South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Indiana;  prepared 
and  transmitted  by  the  judges  of  those  districts,  re- 
spectively, in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  this 
House  of  the  22d  of  February  last ;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  Spbaksr  also  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
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from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  enclosing  a  certificate  of  the.  election  of 
members  of  this  House  for  that  State,  in  ihe  six- 
teenth Congress  of  the  United  States ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Folger, 

IU$olvtd,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  granting  to  William  Coffin  and  others,  owners 
of  the  brig  Bonif,  a  drawback  of  the  duties  on  a 
quantity  of  whale  oil  imported  from  Patagonia 
and  Brazil  in  said  brig  in  the  month  of  June,  1817, 
and  which  has  since  l«en  exported  out  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and  that  such  papers  as  are  on  file  in 
the  Clerk's  office  relative  to  said  subject,  be  taken 
therefrom,  and  referrt-d  to  the  same  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pindall, 

Ruolved^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding by  law  for  tht;  prosecution  of  suits  in  the 
nature  of  petitwat  of  right  and  tn/ornuUiont  of  in- 
trwiou^  in  cases  in  which  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  is  concerned. 


REVOLUTIONARY  OFnCERS. 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  memorial  of  William 
Jackson,  solicitor  on  behalf  of  the  surviving  officers 
of  the  Revolutionary  armv,  praving  for  an  equita- 
ble settlement  of  the  half  pay  lor  fife,  granted  by 
Congress  during  the  war  of  independence,  to  the 
officers  of  the  army,  and  which  he  states  to  have 
been  acknowledged  and  sanctioned  by  the  reports 
of  several  committees  of  Congress,  under  the  pres- 
ent form  of  Government  of  the  United  States; 
which  petition  was  referred  to  a  select  committee; 
and  Mr.  Sergeant.  Mr.  Pinckney,  Mr.  Hemp- 
hill, Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Settle, 
were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

The  memorial  is  as  follows : 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate,  and  the  Honorable  the 
Hoase  of  RepreaentattTes  of  the  United  States,  in 
Cun^eaa  aaaembled : 

The  memorial  of  the  lubscriber,  solicitor  on  behalf 
of  the  aarnTing  officers  of  the  Revolutionary  army  of 
the  United  States,  most  respectfully  represents : 

That  your  memorialist  is  instructed  by  his  suffering 
constituents  to  renew,  to  your  honorable  Houses,  the 
application  for  an  equitable  settlement  of  the  half  pay 
for  life,  as  stipulated  by  the  resolves  of  Congress,  during 
the  war  of  independence,  and  as  aanctioned  and  ac- 
knowledged by  reporu  of  several  committees  of  the 
House  of  Repreaentatives,  under  the  present  Govern* 
ment  of  the  United  States. 

To  establish,  in  full  proof,  the  strict  equity  of  this 
long  protracted  claim,  a  detailed  anc'  faithful  sUtement 
of  facts,  drawn  from  the  public  records  and  other  au- 
thentic documents,  must  suffice — and  it  will  not  be 
deemed  a  trespass  on  the  deliberations  of  the  National 
Legislature  to  adduce  them — inasmuch  as  the  faith  of 
the  United  States,  which  was  solemnly  pledged  to  the 
due  performance  of  the  original  contract,  is  deeply  in- 
terested in  a  just  and  final  decision  on  this  national 
engagement — in  bar  or  abatement  of  which  the  plea 
of  inability  is  no  loogej-  an  adducible  or  valid  plea— 
the  honorable  fulfilment  of  the  contract,  on  the  part  of 
the  claimants,  having  essentially  contributed  to  furnish 
the  most  ample  means  for  iu  discharge,  as  less  than 


the  ten  thousandth  part,  in  value,  of  the  land,  which ' 
aecured  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Sutes,  exceed* 
the  aggregate  amount  of  their  claim. 

It  is  with  the  moat  respectful  deference  your  memo- 
rialist obser^-es  that,  whUe  the  pressure  of  the  Revo- 
lution and  its  resulu,  prevented  full  and  correct  settle- 
ments of  public  contracta,  no  class  of  creditors  more 
cheerfully  acquiesced  in  the  necessity  of  withholding 
their  demands,  than  the  impoverished  and  distreaeed 
officers  of  the  Revolutionary  army,  who  not  only  for- 
bore to  prefer  the  present  claim,  fur  many  years  af\er 
the  war,  but  abstained  from  remarking  on  the  partial 
favor  which  bad  been  extended  to  the  foreign  officers 
in  the  aervice  of  the  United  States,  who,  as  early  as 
the  3d  of  February,  1784,  three  months  af\«r  the  army 
had  been  disbanded,  were  permitted  to  exchange  their 
certificates  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  for 
certificates  of  registered  debt,  on  which  an  interest  of 
six  per  cent,  per  annum  was  allowed,  and  was  regularly 
paid  in  sftecie,  until  they  chose  to  receive  the  principal, 
which  was  also  paid  to  them  in   specie ;  while  the 
American  officer,  whoM  service,  both  in  term  and  pri- 
vation, exceeded  that  of  the  foreign  officer,  in  more  than 
a  double  ratio,  was  compelled,  without  alternative,  to 
receive  a  certificate  of  commutation,  to  which  he  had 
never  assented,  on  which,  for  many  years  after  it  was 
issued,  no   interest  was   paid,  and   the   principal  of 
which,  when  sold  to  procure  the  means  of  sustaining 
that  life  which  had  been  so  often  and  so  freely  exposed 
to  secure  the  independence  and  sovereignty  of  his  now 
peaceful  and  prosperous  country,  did  not  yield  to  the 
sUrvittg  veteran  one-eighth  part  of  iu  nominal  value. 
Nor  was  the  injury  to  the  aggrieved  officer,  by  the 
non-fulfilment  of  the  original  contract,  limited  to  the 
loss  of  all  the  interest  and  seven-eighths  of  the  principal 
of  the  commuution  certificate;  it  has  doomed  him, 
through  life,  to  penury  and  distress  ;  for,  in  acceding 
to  the  proposition  which  Congress,  in  the  darkest  and 
most  doubtful  period  of  the  Revolution,  made  to  the 
officers,  to  continae  in  service  until  the  dose  of  the 
wsr,  on  the  express  stipulation  that  they  should  be 
allowed  half  pay  for  life,  they  not  only  devoted  them- 
selves to  the  service  of  their  country,  but,  exhanstinf 
their  individual  resources  in  unavoidable  expenditure, 
(as  a  month's  pay  would  not  purchase  a  pair  of  shoes,) 
and  relinquishing  all  private  pursuits,  they  lost  the 
opportunities  enjoyed  by  their  fellow-cilizens,  of  acqui- 
ring professions  and  the  means  of  future  support,  and, 
by  the  violation  of  the  promise  of  half  pay  for  life,  and 
the  total  failure  of  the  commutation  certificate,  they 
were  left,  at  the  close  of  an  eight  years'  war,  and  in 
the   very  hour  of  national  triumph,  gained  by  their 
efforts,   in    poverty   and  want.     The   painful  truths, 
national  and  individual,  which  constitute  and  attest 
this  solemn  contract,  are  adduced  with  extreme  reluc- 
tance ;  and  the  wounded  senaibility  that  would  have 
suppressed  them,  has  only  yielded  to  a  necessity  which 
admits  no  control. 

That  no  doubt  may  rest  on  the  validity  of  this  hard- 
earned  claim,  your  memorialist  most  respectfully  sub- 
mits the  following  brief  statement  of  tacts  in  confir- 
mation : 

On  the  21st  of  October,  1780,  Congress  resolved 
that  half  pay  for  life  should  be  allowed  to  the  officers 
of  the  Revolutionary  army,  who  should  continue  in 
service  to  the  close  of  the  war. 

On  the  17th  of  January,  1781,  Congress  resolved 
that  the  officers  who,  by  the  reform  of  the  army,  might 
be  reduced,  should  be  allowed  half  pay  for  life,  %»  well 
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M  Um  officers  wbo  should  continac  in  Mnriea  to  the 
ckMe  of  the  war. 

At  no  teeertion  can  contravene  these  positire  stipa- 
Ittions  on  the  part  of  Government,  no  argument  is 
required  to  maintain  them,  and  it  onlj  remains  to  show 
that  thej  have  never  been  fulfilled  ;  for — 

On  the  S2d  of  March,  1783,  when  the  preliminary 
articles  of  p>eace  were  signed ;  when  every  service  and 
sacriflee  that  had  been  stipulated,  or  could  bo  required 
on  the  part  of  the  officers,  bad  been  faithfully  performed, 
and  were  honorably  recorded  in  the  acknowledged  in* 
dependence  and  sovereignty  of  the  United  States;  when 
the  atipulated  reward  of  half  pay  for  life  had  become 
a  complete  and  vested  right  in  each  individual  officer, 
Congress  resolved  that  the  half  pay  for  life  should  be 
commuted  for  five  years'  full  pay^zclusively  referring 
the  acceptance  of  the  commutation  to  the  decision  of 


The  citixen  who  sold  hi*  property  to  the  pabltc 
during  the  Revolution,  received  a  price  proportioned 
to  the  scale  of  depreciation,  and  had  it  in  his  power  to 
part  with  the  purchase  money  before  the  depreciation 
was  enhanced.  The  contribution  furnished  by  the 
officer,  on  the  faith  of  the  United  Sutes,  th«t  hiiffpay 
for  life  should  be  allowed,  was  of  much  higher  value 
than  any  species  of  property  ;  it  was  the  devotion  of  his 
time,  and  toil,  and  blood,  to  the  service  and  safety  of 
the  nation,  involving  not  merely  the  haiard  of  lilb, 
but  multiplied  privations,  if  his  life  should  be  spared  ; 
and  it  was  contradistinguished  from  all  other  claim* 
by  the  express  nature  of  the  contract,  which  rendered 
the  sliptilated  compensation  absolutely  dependent  on 
the  contingency  of  success,  and  to  which  contingency 
the  labor  and  life  of  the  officer  were  pledged  by  hia 
engagement  to  continue  in  the  service  to  the  close  of 


lines  and  corps,  and  expressly  denying  the  right  of  the  contest.  Nor  is  it  more  dUUnguiahed  from  all 
refusal  to  the  offlcern  individually  ;  by  which  arbitrary  other  claims,  by  the  solemn  obligations  of  the  original 
measure  not  only  a  numerousminonty  of  the  younger  contract,  than  it  has  been  by  the  repeated  infractions 
officers  ofihe  mam  army,  who  dissented,  and  protested  which  that  contract  has  suffered,  hJving.  in  eiprea* 
•gainst  the  change,  but  all  the  officer,  of  the  lines  of  I  contradiction  of  the  various  acU  of  the  Governient. 
Georgia,  South  Carolina,  North  Carolina,  and  a  great  «•••«•>••►. 

part  of  the  Virginia  line,  who  had  been  made  prisoners 
of  war,  and  not  being  reorganixed,  could  not  be  con- 
sulted, either  in  corps  or  as  individuals,  were  deprived 
of  their  just  and  vested  rigbu.  The  officers  in  the 
minority  of  the  main  army,  without  their  consent,  and 
the  officers  of  the  Southern  lines,  without  even  the 
knowledge  that  the  measure  of  commutation  had  been 
proposed  ! 

Under  this  concise  and  correct  statement  of  facts, 
authenticated  by  the  public  records,  it  must  be  admit- 
ted that  the  United  States  were  not  at  liberty,  on  any 
sound  principle  of  law  or  morals,  to  make  any  change 
in  the  original  contract  for  the  half  pay  for  life,  with- 
out the  express  consent  of  each  individual  officer, 
whose  right  therein  bad  become  vested  and  complete. 
And,  on  this  conclusion,  your  honorable  Houses  are 
invoked,  by  every  consideration  of  national  faith  and 
individual  justice,  to  administer  the  only  relief  which 
the  strict  equity  of  the   case  admits  and  requires — an 

adherence  to  the  original  contract,  by   allowing  the 

amount  of  arrefrages  of  the  half  pay,  without  interest, 

from   the  close  of  the  war,  and  deducting  therefrom 

five  yearv'  full  pay,  or  nominal  amount  of  the  commu- 
tation certificate,  and  continuing  the  half  pay,  in  half- 
yearly  payments,  to  the  surviving  officers  of  the  Rev- 
olutionary army,  for  and  during  their  natural  lives, 

respectively. 

That  the  mode  of  settlement  which  is  here  most 

respectfully  suggested,  is  Just  and  liberal,  on  behalf  of 

the  claimants,  muitt  be  evident,  on  considering  that  it 

proposes  to  refund  the  full  nominal  amount  of  the 

commutation  certificate,  of  which  the  officers  did  not 

receive  more  than  one-eighth  part,  in  a  sale  forced  by 

want  of  bread,  and  that  it  relinquishes  all  interest  on 

the  arrearages  of  the  half  pay,  thereby  placing  the 

public  in  a  more  profitable  position  than  if  the  original 

contract  had  neirer  been  violated. 
That  the  consideration  for  which  the  half  pay  for 

lifie  was  covenanted,  was,  in  all  respects,  diffi>rent  from 

that  of  any  other  contract,  is  more  lamentably  attested 

by  the  sacrifice  which  it  exacted,  and  by  the  privations 

which  it  has  since  imposed  on  the  claimants,  and  that 

the  present  application  for  relief  is  not  only  in  strict 

equity,  but  is,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  totally 

distinct  from  that  of  all  other  public  creditors,  must 

ali^^tte  admitted,  when  the  facta  which  support  it  are 

cflfefBKd  with  those  of  any  other  claim. 


,  .   .  jovernment, 

been  thrice  violated. 

1st.  By  the  arbitrary  conversion  of  the  complete 
and  vested  right  which  the  officer  had  acquired  in 
the  half  pay  for  life,  into  a  commutation  of  five  years' 
full  pay. 

2d.  By  compelling  the  officer  to  receive,  instead  of 
five  years'  full  pay  in  money,  a  certificate,  which 
yielded  no  interest  for  many  yeara  after  it  was  issued, 
and  the  principal  of  which  was  not  available  to  the 
impoverished  officer  for  more  than  one-erghth  or  one- 
tenth  of  iu  nominal  value,  as  is  explicitly  attested  by 
the  report  of  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, on  the  30th  of  January,  1810. 

3d.  By  the  act  of  Government  which  established  the 
funding  system,  converting  the  commutation  eertifi- 
cate,  which  had  been  declared  to  be  only  an  equiva- 
lent for  the  half  pay  for  life,  when  it  carried  an  inter- 
est of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  into  deferred  debt  and 
stock,  bearing  an  interest  of  three  per  cent,  per  annum. 

By  the  last  infraction  of  this  national  engagement, 
independent  of  all  other  injury,  the  officer  has  lost,  in 
this  defalcation  of  interest  alone,  calculated  to  the 
present  time,  according  to  the  payment  of  interest  on 
the  public  debt,  quarterly,  more  than  the  whole  nominal 
amount  of  the  commuUtion  certificate,  which  amount 
has  been  taken  from  the  individual  and  U'ansfcrred  to 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  Statea,  against  every  prin- 
ciple of  equity  and  national  honor. 

FacU  thus  attested,  require  no  further  illustration  ; 
they  are  drawn  from  the  highest  authorities,  and  are 
within  the  reach  of  immediate  reference — and  your 
memorialist,  confident  in  the  correctness  of  the  sute- 
rnent  which  he  submits  to  your  honorable  Houses,  is 
well  assured  that  the  decision,  which  is  now  prayed 
for,  in  behalf  of  his  long  suffering  constituents,  will  be 
conformed  to  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  an  enlightened 
Government,  and  to  the  gratitude  and  liberality  of  aa 
independent  and  prosperous  nation. 

And  on  this  assurance  he  would  close  the  prayer  of 
his  petition.  But  it  is  due  to  the  memory  of  the  first 
of  patriots,  the  illustrious  leader  of  the  American 
Army,  to  place  before  your  honorable  Houses  his 
dignified  and  diainterested  sentiments  on  this  inter* 
(Sting  subject. 

General  WAsamoTox,  when  addressing  the  Gov* 
ernors  of  the  several  States,  on  the  subject  of  half  pay 
and  commutation,  states  in  his  letter,  dated 
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**  HiaB^cABTsu,  Newbubm,  June  18,  1788. 
**  I  may  be  allowed  to  aay,  it  was  the  price  of  their 
Mood  and  of  your  independence — it  is  therefore  more 
than  a  common  debt — it  is  a  debt  of  honor ;  it  can 
never  be  conaidered  aa  a  pension  or  gratuity,  nor  can- 
celled until  it  is  fairly  diacharged. 

"G.  WASfllNOTGN." 

On  thie  effecting  and  conclusive  testimony,  your 
memorialist  rests  a  weIl<foonded  hope  that  the  equit- 
able claim  of  his  conttituenu,  as  now  stated,  will  be 
immediately  accorded. 

And  your  memorialiat  will  ever  pray. 

W.  JACKSON, 
Solicitor  on  behalf  of  the  iurviving  offieert 
of  the  Revolutionary  Army  of  the  V,  S, 

ARMY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr.  Storks,  of  New  York,  rose  to  offer  a  reao- 
lution.  Id  doing  so,  he  disclaimed  any  intention 
or  wish  to  agitate  anew  any  question  arising  out 
of  the  subject  which  had  been  so  much  discussed 
in  this  House  at  the  last  session  of  Congress.  But, 
he  said,  if  there  was  any  point  on  which  this 
House  should  be  particularly  tenacious  of  its  pre- 
rogatives, it  wab  upon  its  Constitutional  right  of 
originating  revenue  bills,  and  its  concurrent  right, 
with  the  Senate,  of  denoting,  according  to  their 
own  discretion,  the  manner  m  which  the  public 
moneys  should  be  appropriated  and  applied.  The 
only  object,  then,  ol  hu  present  motion,  was  to 
inquire  whether  any  abuser  in  the  distribution  of 
the  public  money  had  heretofore  occurred,  that,  if 
so,  they  might  for  the  future  be  provided  against. 
Mr.  S.  then  presented  the  following  resolution : 
Retolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
and  report  to  this  House,  whether  any  of  the  public 
moneys  appropriated  by  Congress  for  the  pay  and 
subsistence  of  the  regular  Army  of  the  United  Slates, 
since  the  4th  day  uf  March,  1816,  have  been  applied 
to  the  support  of  any  army  or  detachment  of  troops 
rained  without  the  consent  of  thi^  House,  or  the  au- 
thority of  Congress  ;  and  liial  the  aaid  committee  also 
have  leave  to  report  by  bill. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  without  debate  or 
opposition ;  and  Mr.  Storrs,  Mr.  Fuller,  Mr. 
CuLPEPER.  Mr.  Mercer,  and  Mr.  Tomlinson, 
were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

The  Houst'  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  December  13. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  South  Can)- 
lina,  Elias  Earle,  and  from  Greorgia,  John  A. 
CuTHBERT,  appeared,  produced  their  credentials, 
were  qualified,  and  tooK  ihfix  seats. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foot, 

Resolved,  That,  in  all  cases  where  petitions  were 
presented  at  the  last  session  of  the  last  Congress 
to  this  House,  and  referted  to  committees,  but  not 
finally  acted  upon,  both  by  the  committees  and  the 
House,  the  said  petitions  shall  be  considered  as 
again  presented  and  referred  to  the  same  commit- 
tees, respectively,  without  special  orders  to  that 
effect.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  com- 
mittees, respectively,  upon  application  in  behalf  of 
any  petitioner,  whose  petition  was  presented  and 


referred  as  aforeaaid,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
in  the  same  manner  as  if  it  were  referred  to  such 
committee  by  special  order  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  the  petition  of  the  Mayor. 
Aldevmen,  and  Common  Council,  of  the  City  oi 
Washington,  praying  for  the  renewal  of  the  acts 
incorporatiDg  the  iuhabitaDts  of  the  said  city, 
whicD  expire  on  the  4th  of  March  next,  with  ser- 
eral  alteration^  and  amendments  which  are  therein 
stated. 

Mr.  Kent  also  presented  a  petition  of  the  Pres- 
ident, Directors,  and  Company,  of  the  Bank  ol 
Alexandria,  praying  for  a  renewal  of  the  charter 
of  the  said  rank,  and  that  it  may  not  be  consoli- 
dated with  other  banks  in  that  place. 

Mr.  War  field  presented  a  petition  of  Charles 
A.  Bcatty,  Thomas  Corcoran,  Elisha  W.  Wil- 
liams, and  John  Hoye,  of  Georgetown,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  praying  to  be  permitted  to  erect 
buildings  on  the  south  side  of  Water  street,  in  said 
town,  which  they  are  now  prohibited  from  doing, 
by  an  act  of  Maryland,  passed  in  the  year  1784. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Little  presented  a  petition  of  the  mer- 
chants and  traders  and  others,  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, praying  that  an  uniform  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy may  be  established. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
nuttee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Overstreet  presented  a  petition  of  Tho- 
mas Hightower,  praying  compensation  for  an  in- 
jury sustained  by  nis  slave,  whilegratuitously  assist- 
ing a  wagon  loaded  with  ordnance,  which  became 
impeded  near  the  house  of  the  petitioner. — Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  reliei 
of  Gad  Worthington ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Gooding  and 
James  Williams ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  last  appointed. 

Mr.  S.MITU  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Denton,  Little,  &,  Co.,  and  of  Harman  Hendricks, 
of  New  York ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  same  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  schedule 
of  fees,  proper  to  be  allowed  for  the  ofl&cers  of  the 
district  courts  of  North  Carolina,  prepared  and 
transmitted  by  the  judge  of  that  district,  in  obedi- 
ence to  a  resolution  of  this  House,  of  the  22d  of 
February  last ;  which  schedule  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  the  District  ot 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  prohibiting  by  law  the  emission  or  cucu- 
lation,  within  the  said  District,  of  any  bank  note 
or  notes,  intended  to  constitute  an  ordinary  me- 
dium of  exchange,  of  a  denomination  tmder  five 
dollars. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  continuing  the  act,  passed  at  the 
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That  which  accruetl  from  the  same  sourcet  during 
the  year  1818,  amoanted  to  $36,657,  »04  72,  rix: 

Customs,  (see  sUlement  A.)     -        -$27,484,100  36 

Internal  daties  ....      4,396,133  25 

!>»««»  **x 2,785,343  20 

Public  lands 1,754,487  38 

PocUge,  and  other  incident%l  receipU         337,840  63 


TTiat  which  accrued  from  the  same  soarce^,  during 
1817,  amoanted  to  $24,365,227  34,  vix: 

Customs,  (see  statement  A.)      -         -$17,524,775  15 


Internal  duties  .        .        .        . 

Direct  tax         .        .        .         .        . 
Public  lands,  (exclusive  of  Mississippi 

stock) 

Postage,  and  other  incidental  receipts 


2,676,882  77 

1,833,737  04 

2.015,977  00 

313,855  38 


And  that  which  accrued  from  the  same  sources  dur- 
ing the  year  1818,  amounted  to  $26,096,200  66,  m : 
Customs,  (see  sUtement  A.)     -         -$21,828,45148 
Arrears  of  internal  duties,  (see  state- 

"nent  B.) 947,946  33 

Arrears  of  direct  tax,  (see  statement 

B.) 263,926  01 

PabKc  lands,  exclusive  of  Mississippi 

stock,  (see  statement  C.)        -         -      2,464,527  90 
Postage,  dividends  on  bank  stock,  and 

dther  incidental  receipts,  (see  state- 

a«nt  B.) 590,348  93 

It  is  ascertained  that  the  gross  amount  of  duties  on 
BtrdiandiflHiipd  tonnage,  which  have  accrued  during 


last  session,  entitled  "An  act  further  to  suspend 
for  a  limited  time  the  sale  of  a  forfeiture  of  lands 
for  failure  in  completing  the  payment  thereon." 

REPORT  ON  THE  FINANCES. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
his  annual  report  upon  the  state  of  the  finances; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

TkKASUHT  DXPABTIIXNT,  Dtc.  10,  1819. 
8ia  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  report, 
prepared  in  obedience  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
-establish  the  Treasury  Department." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfully,  See. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
The  Hon.  the  PaisiotiiT  of  the  Senate. 

In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  "Act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  to  establish  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment," the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respectfully  sut>- 
mits  the  following  report : 

1st    Of  the  Revenue. 
Tlie  net  revenue  arising  from  daties  upon  imports 
and  tonnage,  internal  duties,  direct  Ux,  public  lands, 
postage,  and  other  incidental  receipts,  during  the  year 
1815,  amounted  to  $49,556,642  76,  vix: 

Customs,  (see  sUtement  A.)    •         -  $36,306,022  50 
Internal  daties  -         -         .         .      5,963,225  88 

Direct  Ux 5,723,152  25 

Public  lands 1,287,959  28 

PosUge,  and  other  incidental  receipts         275,282  84 


the  three  first  quarters  of  the  pr«Mot  year.  excM^ 

$18,000,000.  ^^ 

And  the  sales  of  public  Isnds  daring  the  same  p«. 

riod,  have  exceeded  $8,700,000. 

The  paymenu  into  the  Treasury  d^g  the  three  first 
quarters  of  the  year,  are  estimated  to  amount  to 
(inclusive  of  $169,594  07  in  Treasury  notes)— 

^     .  ^  $19,660,807  17 

Customs-        .        -$16,604,06168 
Public  lands,  (exclus- 


ive   of    Mississippi 

slock)  - 
Arrears    of    internal 

duties  •  .  . 
Arrears  of  direct  tax 
First  instalment  psy- 

able  by  U.S.  Bank 
First  dividend  on  the 

U.  8.  shares  in  the 

U.S.  Bank  - 
Incidental  receipU     - 
Repay  menu 


2,868,666  61 

196,631  03 
78,880  34 

600,000  00 


176,000  00 
59,096  43 
86,462  29 


And  the  pay  menu  into  the  Treasury 
during  the  4th  quarter  of  the  year, 
from  the  same  sources,  are  estima- 
ted at  

Making  the  whole  amount  estinated 
to  be  received  into  the  Treasury, 
during  the  year  1819,  (exclusive  of 
$169,594  07  in  Treasury  notes)     - 

Which,  added  to  the  balance  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  1st  day  of  January 
last,  (exclusive  of  $32,156  61  in 
Treasury  notes,)  amounting  to 


8,000,000  00 


24,381,013  10 


1,446,371  34 


Makes  the  aggregate  amount  of        -    26,837,384  33 

The  application  of  this  sum  for  the 
year  1819,  is  estimated  as  follows, 
vix: 

To  the  30tb  of  September  the  paym'ts, 
(exclusive  of  .$81, 161  79  in  Treas- 
ury notes,  which  have  been  drawn 
from  the  Treasury  and  cancelled,) 
amounted  to  -         .         .         -$18,192,387  48 

Oivil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous 
expenses  .    2,644,613  98 

Military  service,  (in- 
cluding arrearage)  -    7,665,961  72 

Naval  service,  (includ- 
ing  the    permanent  |  • 
appropriation  for  the 
gradual    increase  of 
the  navy) 

Public  debt,  (excluaive 
of  $81,161  79  in 
Treas'y  notes,  above 
mentioned        -         .    4,454,172  31 


3,527,640  42 


During  the  fourth  quarter  it  is  estima- 
ted that  the  paymenU,  (exclusive  of 
$120,587  79  in  Treasury  notes, 
which  will  be  drawn  from  the  Trea- 
sury and  cancelled,)  will  amount  to 
Vix: 

Civil,  diplomatic,   and  miscellaneous 
expenses  -  $500,000 


7,300,000  00 
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Military  aerviee    • 

Naval  service 

Public  debt,  to  the  1st 
of  Jan.,  1820,  (exclus- 
ive of  $130,687  79  in 
Treasury  notes,  above 
mehtioned 


$1,690,000 

300.000 


4,970,000 


Making  the  aggregate  amount,  (ex- 
clusive of  $201,749  58  in  Treasury 
notes,  drawn  from  the  Treasury  and 
cancelled,)  of        .        .        . 


-     26,492,387  43 


And  leaving,  on  the  1st  of  Jan.,  1820, 
a  balance  in  the  Treasary,  estimated 


at 


$3.34,996  90 


2d.    Of  the  PubHc  Debt. 

The  funded  debt  which  was  contracted  before  the  year 
1812,  and  which  was  unredeemed  on  the  first  day 
of  Oct.,  1818,  (as  appears  by  stetement  I,)  amoont- 
^to     '  -         -         .         -$29,681,280  07 

And  that  contracted  subsequently  to 
the  1st  day  of  January.  1813,  and 
unredeemed  on  the  1st  of  October, 
1818,  as  sppears  by  the  same  sUte- 
ment, amounted  to         •         - 


-    68,146,039  84 


Making  the  aggregate  amoant  of 

Which  sun  agrees  with  the  amoant 
aUted  in  the  last  annual  report,  as  on- 
redeemed  on  the  1st  October,  1818, 
excepting  the  sum  of  $1,886  13,  which 
was  then  short  estimated,  and  which 
has  since  been  corrected  by  actual  set- 
tlement 

Ob  the  1st  day  of  January  there  was 
added  to  the  amount,  for  Treasury 
notes  brought  into  the  Treasary  and 
cancelled,  and  for  which  the  follow- 
ing stock  was  issued  : 
In  6  per  cent,  stock  -  $49,034  71 
In  7  per  cent,  stock  3,646  00 


97,837,319  91 


Making 


51,670  71 
-$97,878,990  63 


From  which  deduct  Louisiana  six  per 
cent,  stock,  reimbursed  on  the  31st 
of  October,  1818     -   $4,977,960  00 

And  deferred  stock  re- 
imbursed between 
the  lat  Oct,  1818, 
and  1st  Jan.,  1819  262,863  37 

Making  the  public  debt,  which  was 
unredeemed  on  the  1st  Jan.,  1819, 
(as  appears  by  statement  2,)  am't 
to 

From  the  1st  of  January  to  the  30th 
September,  inclusive,  there  was,  by 
funding  Treasary  notes,  and  issu- 
ing 3  per  cent,  stock,  for  interest  on 
old  registered  debt,  added  to  the 
public  debt,  (as  appears  by  state- 
ment 3,)  the  amoant  of        •        • 


6,230,813  27 


92,648,177  36 


36,136  59 
$92,684,313  94 


Prom  which  deduct  the  amount  of 
stock  purchased  during  that  period, 
(as  appears  by  sUtement  4) — 

$711,967  56 

And  the  estimated  reim- 
bursement of  deferred 
stock         -         -         .      343,837  88 


966,786  43 


Making,  on  the  lat  of  October,  1819, 

(as   appears  by  sUtement  3,)   the 

sum  of-         ....         -$91,728,62761 
Since  the  30th  of  September  there  has 

been   redeemed,  or  provision  made 

for  the  redemption  of  64  per  cent 

of  the  Louisiana  stock,  unpaid  on 

the  1st  October,   1819,  amounting 

to  -         -         -         .$2,601,817  15 
And  there  will  be  reim- 
bursed of  the  princi- 

cipal  of  the  deferred 

6  per  cent  stock,  on 

the    1st   Jan.,    1820        241.606  70 

2,843,323  86 

Leaving  the  public  debt  unredeemed 

on  the  1st  Jan'ry,  1820,  by  estimate  $88,885,203  06 


The  Treasury  notes  in  circulation  are 
estimated,  (as  appears  by  sUtement 
6.)  at    - 


$181,831  00 


The  whole  of  the  awards  made  by  the  commissioners 
appointed  under  the  several  acte  of  Congress  for 
indemnifying  certain  claimanU  of  public  lands,  (as 
appears  by  sUtement  6,)  araounU  to    $4,283,161   13 

Of  which  there  has  been  received  at 
the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  (as  appears 
by  sUtement  C,)  the  sum  of  -         -      2,373,674  31 


Loaving  outstanding,  at  the  dates  of 
the  several   returns  from  the  land 


districU 


-    $1,909,676  81 


3.  Of  the  EstimateM  of  the  PubHe  Revenw  and  Ex- 
penditurea  for  the  year  1820. 

In  presenting  the  estimate  for  the  year  1820,  it  may 
be  proper  to  observe,  that,  when  the  internal  duties 
were  repealed,  on  the  31st  of  December,  1817,  the 
permanent  revenue,  including  those  duties,  was  esti- 
mated at  $34,525,000,  while  the  annual  authoriied 
expenditure  was  ascertained  to  be  less  than  the  sum 
of  $22,000,000.  The  repeal  of  the  internal  duties 
reduced  the  former  to  $22,026,000,  while  the  pay- 
ments  from  the  Treasary,  during  the  year  1618,  ex- 
ceeded $26,000,000 ;  and  those  of  the  present  year 
will,  probably,  fall  but  little  short  of  $25,500,000. 

In  the  annual  report  of  the  Treasury  of  the  81st  of 
November,  1818,  the  receipU  for  the  present  year 
were  estimated  at  $24,220,000.  Although  this  esti- 
mate will  be  realixed  in  iu  general  result,  deficiencies 
have  been  aacerUined  in  the  customs,  the  internal 
daties  and  direct  tax,  the  bank  dividends  and  the  post- 
age of  letters.  The  deficiency  which  has  occurred  in 
the  customs,  internal  duties,  and  direct  taxes,  will 
probably  augment,  in  nearly  the  same  degree,  the  re- 
ceipU from  those  sources  in  the  year  1820,  by  the 
payment  of  the  revenue  bonds,  and  of  that  portion  of 
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the  internal  daties  and  direct  taxes,  wbirlv  if.  the  ae- 
costomed  punctuality  had  been  obaerved,  would  have 
been  received  during  the  present  year.  But  it  is 
probable  tkat  the  receipts  of  that  year  vrill  be  dimin- 
ished by  the  non-payment  of  the  bank  dividends,  and 
by  the  application  of  a  portion  of  the  proceeds  o(  the 
public  lands  to  the  redemption  of  the  outstanding 
Mississippi  stock.  The  receipts  for  the  year  1820, 
apphcable  to  the  ordinary  and  current  demands  upon 
the  Treasury,  may  therefore  be  estimated  at  twenty- 
two  millions  of  dollars,  viz  : 

Customs .$19,000,000  00 

Public  Lands 2,000,000  00 

Arrears  of  internal  duties  and  direct 

Uz 450,000  00 

Second  instalment  due  by  the  United 

Sutes  Bank  ....  500,000  00 

IncidenUl  receipu    ....  50,000  00 

Which,  with  the  sum  estimated  to  be 

in  the  Treasury  on  the  1  «t  of  Jan. 

oary,  1820 :t34,996  90 


Make  the  aggregate  amount  of         $22,334,996  90 

The  estimates  of  the  expenditure  for  the  year  1820 
are  not  yet  complete;  but  it  is  ascertained,  from  those 
which  haive  already  been  received,  that  a  sum  not  less 
than  $27,000,000  will  be  required  for  the  service  of 
that  year.  This  deficit  of  nearly  $5,000,000,  result- 
ing from  the  excess  of  expenditure  beyond  the  re- 
ceipU,  cannot  be  supplied  by  any  application  of  the 
ordinary  revenue.  After  paying  the  interest  and  re- 
imbursement of  the  public  debt,  and  redeeming  the 
remainder  of  the  Louisiana  stock,  about  $2,500,000 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  will  remain  without  application, 
if  the  price  of  the  public  stocks  should  continue  above 
the  prices  at  which  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  are  authorized  to  purchase.  During  the  years 
1821,  1822,  and  1823,  the  average  sura  of  $5,000,000 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  will  also  remain  without  appli- 
cation, if  the  price  of  the  public  stock  should  prevent 
its  purchase.  .\ny  application  of  that  portion  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  which,  on  account  of  the  price  of  the 
public  stock,  may  remain  unemployed  in  the  bands  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  to  other 
branches  of  the  public  service,  if  allowable  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  making  the  appropriation,  would 
only  postpone  the  period  at  which  additional  imposi- 
tions would  be  required  to  meet  the  public  expendi- 
ture. Such  an  application  would  also  have  the  effect 
of  ultimately  retarding  the  redemption  of  the  public 
debt. 

It  may  be  proper  to  add,  that,  although  some  of  the 
Items  in  the  estimate  for  the  ensuing  year  may  b« 
considered  in  their  nature  temporary,  yet  it  is  proba- 
ble that  the  estimate  for  succeeding  years  will  exceed 
rather  than  fall  below  it. 

Under  all  th«  circumstances,  it  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted, that  the  public  interest  requires  that  the  rev. 
enue  be  augmented,  or  that  the  expenditure  be  dinun- 
ished. 

Should  an  increase  of  the  revenue  be  deemed  expe- 
dient, a  portion  of  the  deficit  may  be  supplied  by  an 
addition  to  the  duties  now  imposed  upon  various  arti- 
cles of  foreign  merchandue,  and  by  a  reasonable  duty 
upon  sales  at  public  auction ;  but  it  is  not  probable  \ 
that  any  modification  of  the  existing  tariff  can  super-  ! 
■cde  the  Mcessity  of  resorting  to  internal  taxation  if  i 
^  explMture  is  not  diminished.     Should  Congress  I 


deem  it  expedient  to  nodifj  the  preaent  rat*  of  duticii, 

with  a  view  to  afford  that  protection  to  our  cottoa, 
woollen,  and  iron  manufactures,  which  is  necessary  to 
secure  to  them  the  domestic  market,  the  necessity  of 
resorting  to  a  system  of  internal  taxation  will  be  aug- 
mented. It  is  believed  that  the  present  is  a  favorable 
moment  for  aflording  efficient  protection  to  that  ia- 
creasing  and  imporUnt  interest,  if  it  can  be  done  con- 
sistently with  the  general  interest  of  the  nation.  The 
situation  of  the  countries  from  whence  our  foreign 
manufactures  have  been  principally  drawn,  authorizes 
the  expectation,  that,  in  the  event  of  a  monopoly  of 
the  home  market  being  secured  to  our  cotton  and 
woollen  manufactures,  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
manufacturing  skill  and  capital  of  those  countries  will 
j  be  promptly  transferred  to  the  United  States,  and  in- 
corporated into  the  domestic  capital  of  the  Union. 
Should  this  expectation  be  realized,  the  disadvantages 
resulting  from  such  a  monopoly  would  quickly  disap- 
pear. In  the  meantime,  it  is  believed  that  a  system  of 
internal  taxation  would  be  severely  felt  by  the  great 
mass  of  our  citizens. 

Whether  the  revenue  be  augmented,  or  the  expen- 
diture be  diminished,  a  loan  to  some  extent  will  be 
necessary.  The  augmentation  of  the  one,  or  the  dimi- 
nution of  the  other,  cannot  be  effected  in  sufficient 
time  to  prevent  this  iMcessity.  As  the  six  per  coat. 
stock  of  the  United  Sutes  is  considerably  above  par, 
the  sum  required  to  be  raised  by  loan  can  be  conve- 
niently and  advantageously  obtained  by  the  sale  of 
stock  of  that  description,  or  it  may  be  obtained  by  tbo 
issue  of  Treasury  notes.  If  the  revenue  and  expendi- 
ture shall  be  equalized,  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes, 
not  bearing  interest,  is  recommended  in  preiereoco 
to  the  creation  or  sale  of  stock,  as  the  loan,  in  that 
event,  will  be  small  in  amount,  and  temporary  is  ita 
nature. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

CLAIMS  FOR  PROPERTY  LOST,  Ac. 

Mr.  Gross,  of  New  York,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  for  cua^ideration : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  with  in- 
structions to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  for  compensating  such  citizens  of  the  United 
States  as  suffered  captivity  or  loss  of  property,  by  the 
enemy,  between  the  limes  of  their  approach  to,  and 
retreat  from,  Pituhurg,  in  the  year  1814,  and  which 
happened  in  consequence  of  such  citizens  having  been 
in  arms  with  the  militia  against  such  enemy,  or  hav- 
ing refused  protection  from  them,  and  without  neglect 
or  fault  on  the  part  of  such  citizens  ;  and  that  said 
committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  opposed  the 
resolution,  as  changing  the  practice  of  the  House, 
which  had  been  to  refer  clainas  of  that  description 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims.  That  committee 
had,  he  said,  invariably  paid  due  attention  to  the 
subjects  referred  to  them  j  it  had  made  many  re- 
ports to  the  House,  and  those  reports  had  invari- 
ably been  sustained  by  it.  1/  that  conu&it(^  had 
ever  failed  in  its  duty  in  this  respect,  there  woiild 
be  a  good  reason  why  the  House  should  interpose 
to  give  a  different  direction  to  this  particular  busi- 
ness. Believing,  however,  that  this  could  not  be 
alleged,  he  wished  to  understand  with  what  views 
the  resolution  had  been  offered. 


DscfiMBsm  i8ia 
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Mr.  Gross  waived  inquiry  into  the  practice  of 
the  House  ;  respecting  which  be  intimated,  being 
a  new  membrr,  it  would  be  justly  considered  pre- 
sumption were  he  to  attempt  to  contradict  what 
had  Deen  advanced  by  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina^  After  some  explatuition  of  the  merits 
of  the  particular  class  of^  cases  embraced  by  his 
motion,  Mr.  G.  said  be  had  introduced  it  in  the 
present  shape,  because  he  thought  it  always  better 
to  do  justice  on  principle  than  in  detail.  It  was 
better  to  do  justice  generally  than  to  legislate  for 
particular  cases.  Another  reason,  too,  had  weight 
with  him,  however  it  might  operate  on  the  House. 
He  desired  that  these  suflerers  should  receive  just 
compensation,  and  that  they  should  not  be  pre- 
vented from  obtaining  it  by  mere  matter  of  form, 
or  by  reference  to  what  had  been  done  heretofore 
in  anadogous  cases.  Wc  have  enough  of  form 
in  our  public  offices  and  in  our  courts  of  law; 
and  he  was  unwilling,  when  persons  apply  here 
to  get  rid  of  the  insolence  of  office,  or  of  the  law's 
delay,  that  they  should  be  repelled  by  objections  of 
form  and  precedent.  To  prevent  alarm  from  the 
amount  ot  these  claims,  Mr.  G.  said  he  would 
state  that  the  claims  were  few  in  number.  He 
applauded  the  care  which  gentlemen  had  over  the 
Treasury;  it  wa^  a  laudable  care;  but,  Mr.  G. 
said,  whilst  Congress  provided  for  themselves  con- 
veniences to  superfluity — while  they  multiplied 
public  officers  and  clerks,  and  gave  them  lioeral 
compensations,  almost  without  limit  or  inquiry,  he 
was  not  willing  that  the  equitable  and  just  clamis 
of  those  who  had  exposed  themselves  in  the  ser- 
vice of  their  country,  should  not  be  complimented 
with  at  least  a  hearing.  Such  a  hearing,  he  con- 
ceived, they  could  best  have  through  the  agency 
of  a  special  committee. 

Mr.  Williams,  disavowing  any  disposition  to 
prolong  a  discussion  on  this  subject,  rose  to  ex- 
plain. He  might  have  been  understood  to  have 
said,  that  the  Ckimmitteo  of  Claims  had  uniformly 
rejected  these  claims.  The  fact  was,  that,  at  a 
former  session,  the  Committee  of  Claims  had  de- 
termined, that,  on  principle,  these  persons  were 
not  entitled  to  indemnity.  But  a  majority  of  the 
committee  determined,  in  consequence  of  the  great 
suffering  these  people  had  experienced,  to  report 
in  favor  of  allowing  to  them  a  gratuity  to  the 
amount  of  one  half  or  one  third  of  the  amount  of 
their  claitus.  This  report  had  been  investigated 
by  the  House,  who  refused  to  concur  with  the 
committee,  and  rejected  the  claims  on  principle. 
If,  as  the  gentleman  said,  there  were  but  few  cases, 
why  not  let  them  be  presented  singly  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  ?  But,  Mr.  W.  b^ged  leave  to 
state,  for  the  information  of  the  House,  that  the 

Principle  involved  in  these  cases  would  compre- 
end  claims  to  an  immense  amount — how  much 
he  could  not  say,  but  certainly  four  or  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  Ought  the  House  not  then 
to  be  cautious  in  regard  to  them?  The  Commit- 
tee of  Claims  were  by  no  means  anxious  to  have 
this  subject  before  them;  but,  to  preserve  uni- 
formity in  the  decisions  of  the  House,  he  had  felt 
himself  bound  to  oppose  this  motion. 

The  quesiion  was  then , taken  on  the  lootioa  of 


Mr.  Gross,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  without 
a  division. 

WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES. 
Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  offered  for  con- 
sideration a  resolution  to  this  effect : 

*^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  fixing  by  law  a  standard  of  weights 
and  measures." 

Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,  said  that, 
having  himself  made  a  report  on  this  subject  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  having  withal 
the  subject  much  at  heart,  he  should  before  now 
have  moved  to  revive  it  at  this  session,  had  he  not 
understood  that,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of 
one  branch  of  Congress,  passed  two  or  three  years 
ago,  the  Secretary  of  State  had  examinea  the 
subject,  and  was  about  to  make  a  full  report 
thereon  to  the  House.  He  thought  it  advisable, 
therefore,  that  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
should  be  suspended  until  the  report  was  received 
in  this  House  as  well  as  the  other,  when  the  sub- 
ject would  be  fully  before  both  Houses. 

Mr.  Allen,  assenting  to  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
LowNHEs,  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  orders  of  the  day  being  announced,  a  mo- 
tion was  made  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  Missouri  bill ;  but  a  motion  to  adjourn  had 
preference,  and  was  agreed  to. 


Tuesday,  December  14. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Kentucky,  Ben- 
jamin Hardin,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials, 
and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  John  Crowell,  the  Representative  from 
the  State  of  Alabama,  also  appeared,  produced 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  William  McDonald,  which  was  read ;  when 
Mr.  W.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
McDonald,  administrator  of  James  McDonald,  de- 
ceased, late  captain  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr,  CoHH,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  the  Legislature  of  Geor- 
gia, on  behalf  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by 
that  State  to  lav  off  and  survey  certain  lands  in 
the  Big  Bend  of  Tennessee  river,  made  a  detailed 
report,  which  was  read  ;  when  Mr.  C.  reported  i 
bill  for  the  benefit  of  Thomas  Carr  and  others, 
which  was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  Bloomfield,  from  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Pensions,  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  Lewis  Joseph  Beaulieu,  which  was  read ;  when 
Mr.  B.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  said 
Lewis  Joseph  Beaulieu,  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  the  Secretary  of 
State  was  directed  to  report  to  this  House  what 
information  he  may  be  able  to  obtain  as  to  the 
regulations  and  standards  of  weights  and  measures 
in  the  several  States,  and  as  to  the  proceedings  in 
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foreiffn  countries  for  establishing  unifonnity  in 
weights  and  measures,  together  with  such  a  plan 
for  fixing  a  standard  of  weights  and  measures  for 
the  United  States  as  be  may  deem  most  proper  for 
their  adoption. 

The  Speaker  communicated  to  the  House  a  let- 
ter addresised  to  him  by  James  Pleasants,  Jun., 
containing  a  notice  of  the  resignation  of  his  seat 
in  this  House,  as  one  of  the  members  for  the  State 
of  Virginia,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  taUe. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  gave  notice  that  he 
would  to-morrow  move  the  liouse  for  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain  John  Cowen 
and  others. 

MILITARY  EXECUTIONS,  Ac. 
Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  offered  for 
consideration  the  following  resolution  : 

"  Ruohed,  Thtt  the  President  of  the  United  Sutea 
be  reqaested  to  canae  to  be  laid  before  thia  Houae  any 
information  he  may  iiMiMa,  respecting  certain  execu- 
tiona  or  other  punishoMnta  which  may  have  been  in- 
flicted on  the  Army  of  the  United  Sutea,  aince  the  year 
1816,  contrary  to  the  lawa  and  regulationa  provided  for 
the  fovernment  of  the  aame." 

In  offering  this  resolution,  Mr.  Williams  took 
occasion  to  refer  to  the  reports  in  general  circula- 
lation,  on  which  his  motion  was  founded,  and  par- 
ticularly to  one  case  reported  as  the  most  aggra- 
vated.    The  rep»t  of  it  he  said,  was  to  this  eflect  • 


Colonel  King,  who  was  left  by  General  Jackson 
in  command  of  Pensacola,  issued  an  order,  that  if 
any  soldier  deserted,  and  was  overtaken  or  appre- 
hended, he  should  be  put  to  instant  death.     One 
soldier,  who  had  deserted,  was  overtaken,  and  so 
put  to  death.     When  apprehended,  he  exclaimed 
that,  as  an  American  citizen,  he  was  entitled  to  a 
trial  according  to  the  laws  of  his  country,  and 
ciauned  his  rights  as  such.     But,  with  cruelty  and 
precipitance,  his  request  was  refused,  and  he  was 
put  to  instant  death.  Congress,  Mr.  W.said,  sat  here 
as  guardians  of  the  rights  of  the  people.     But  it  was 
the  weak,  more  than  the  strong,  whose  rights  were 
the  peculiar  care  of  this  House.     If  the  facts  he 
had  stated,  on    the  authority  of  common   report, 
were  confirmed,  a  just  punishment  ought  to  await 
the  offenders.     Are  the  rights  of  an  officer  invaded 
•  said  he,  the  alarm  is  sounded  from  one  end  of  the 
country  to  the  other ;  every  feeling  is  roused  in  his 
defence !     And,  when  the  case  of  the  private  sol- 
dier, weak  and  defenceless  in  his  own  cause  pre- 
sents Itself,  should  no  one  be  found  to  stand  up  for 
him  ?    Mr.  W.  hoped,  he  said,  that  there  would 
be  a  thorough  examination  into  the  case,  that,  if 
the  officer  in  question  had  acted  as  reported, 'he 
might  be  exemplarily  punished  ;  and,  if  the  report 
was  not  true,  it  was  due  to  Colonel  King  that  the 
statement  should  be  disproved. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said,  he  hoped  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  would,  for  the 
present,  let  the  resolution  lie  on  on  the  uble.  He 
had  heard,  he  said,  that  a  court  martial  had  been 
ordered  on  Colonel  King,  on  the  very  point.  If 
so,  he  would  be  tried  for  his  alleged  misconduct  by 
«»e  proper  test— the  rules  and  articles   of  war 


Should  he  not  be  punished  for  misconduct,  if  any 
had  been  committed,  it  was  then  lime  enough  for 
this  House  to  take  it  up.  So  long  as  there  wer« 
laws,  Mr.  S.  said,  officers  and  soldiers  were  alike 
amenable  to  them  for  misconduct,  and  to  the  lawi 
he  would  leave  them.  With  respect  to  the  prompt 
execution  of  a  deserter,  he  referred  to  a  case  which 
occurred  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  as  related 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress  by  one  of  his  col- 
leagues, (Colonel  Reed,)  in  which  a  similar  order 
had  been  issued  under  the  authority  of  General 
Washington,  and  which  order  was  carried  into 
effect  in  at  least  one  case.  So  that  the  order  now 
spoken  of,  if  given  by  Colonel  King,  was  not  with- 
out example. 

Mr.  Williams  said,  he  would  be  willing  that 
the  resolution  should  lie  on  the  table,  if  any  good 
Durpose  could  be  answered  by  its  taking  that  course. 
It  had  been  said,  that  a  court  martial  had  been 
ordered  in  this  case.  That  was  part  of  the  very 
information,  Mr.  W.  said,  which  he  wished  to  ob- 
tain from  an  authentic  source.  If  assured  officially 
that  such  was  the  fact,  Mr.  W.  said  he  should  be 
willing  to  stay  all  further  proceedings  on  this  case- 
But  the  report  of  that  fact  was  rumor  merely,  vague 
surmise,  and,  for  aught  he  knew,  unfounded  con- 
iecture.  As  to  the  order  said  to  have  been  issued 
by  General  Washinoton,  it  had  no  analogy  to 
the  present  case.  That  was  adapted  to  extreme 
cases,  such  as  that  of  alarming  desertion,  when 
political  existence  was  at  stake ;  this  was  an  oc- 
currence in  profound  peace,  when  desertion,  by 
thinning  the  ranks  of  the  Army,  would,  but  for  its 
moral  effect,  have  been  perhaps  beneficial  rather 
than  otherwise— by  employing  at  home  the  labor 
which  was  otherwise  lost  to  the  country.  Had 
Washington  been  in  command  at  Pensacola,  he 
would  have  revolted  with  abhorrence  from  such  a 
transaction. 

Mr.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  expressed  his  hope 
that  this  resolution  would  be  permitted  to  lie  on 
the  table.  Colonel  Kin^  was  at  this  moment  un- 
der trial  by  a  court  martial,  on  charges  connected 
with  the  reports  which  had  been  spoken  of;  and 
there  would  certamly  be  great  propriety  in  waiting 
the  result  of  that  trial,  before  this  House  took  up 
the  subject.  *^ 

Mr.  Cobb  of  Georgia,  expressed  his  opinion, 
that  the  resolution,  if  objectionable  at  all,  was  so 
on  the  ground  that  it  did  not  go  far  enough.  If 
he  was  not  grossly  deceived  in  the  information  he 
had  received,  the  case  mentioned  by  the  gentleman 
trom  North  Carolina  was  not  the  only  one,  of  the 
infliction  ol  punishments  in  the  Army,  contrary  to 

k'  L  ^"5^  ^^'"'*^'  inquiry  was  made  into  this 
subiect  he  believed  it  would  be  discovered  that, 
daily,  the  rules  and  articles  for  the  government  of 
the  Army  are  violated.  He  had  understood,  from 
a  gentleman  formerly  an  officer  of  the  Army  of 
high  respectability,  that  it  was  now  the  daily  pi^c- 
tice  in  the  Army,  directly  in  the  face  of  the  law 
to  punish  soldiers  corporally  for  offences  He 
hoped  the  resolution  would  pass,  and  that  the 
House  would  obtain  information  on  the  subject 

Mr.  Strother,  of  Virginia,  said  he,  too,  hoped 
the  resolution  would  pass,  not  that  he  apprehended 
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that  the  facts  would  be  obtained  on  which  gentle- 
men seemed  to  calculate,  but  because,  when  a 
statement  is  presented  to  this  House  involving 
the  conduct  oi  any  department  of  the  Government, 
it  becomes  its  duty  to  examine  it  fully  and  impar- 
tially. On  principle,  he  said,  he  should  have  ob- 
jected to  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  ;  for  he  was 
a  decided  advocate  of  the  separation  of  the  powers 
of  Government,  and  of  permitting  each  depart- 
ment to  revolve  within  its  own  sphere.  For  the 
purpose,  however,  of  wiping  off  an  imputed  stain 
from  the  character  of  a  department  oi  this  Gov- 
emnient,  (over  which  presided  a  man  whose  rep- 
utation, great  as  it  now  was,  he  believed  would 
brighten  with  its  length  of  years,)  he  would  assent 
to  this  resolve.  But,  after  all,  on  what  foundation 
did  it  rest  ?  On  mere  newspaper  publications — 
fabrications,  perhaps,  and  utterly  unworthy  of  be- 
ing made  the  ground  of  any  proceedings  in  this 
House.  He  did  not  apprehend  to  this  inquiry  a 
result  which  he  should  deprecate  as  much  as  his 
friend  from  Greorgia.  If,  indeed,  any  department^ 
or  any  officer  of  this  Crovernment,  trespassed  on 
the  rights  of  any  citizen,  Mr.  S.  said  he  should  be 
among  the  first  to  urge  an  inquiry  and  inflict  ex- 
emplary punishment  where  due.  He  was  desirous 
that  the  name  of  citiien  should  be  to  an  American 
citizen  what  it  had  once  been  to  the  Roman — a 
defender  and  protector  of  his  rights.  He  was  not, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  for  delaying  the  in- 
quiry a  moment.  As  the  statement,  by  being  made 
in  this  House,  had  received  win^,  and  would  fly 
abroad  through  the  nation,  he  wished  to  have  full 
light  thrown  on  the  transaction  in  question. 

Mr.  Storrs,  of  New  York,  rose  principally  to 
state  a  fact,  in  corroboration  of  what  haa  fallen 
from  others.  He  had  himself  seen,  in  the  canton- 
ment at  Sackett's  Harbor,  punishment  inflicted  on 
soldiers  by  stripes ;  and,  when  it  had  been  a  sub- 
iect of  conversation  among  the  officers,  it  had 
been  justified  on  the  ground  of  the  absolute  ne- 
cessity of  resorting  to  it.  There  were,  he  doubted 
not,  repeated  instances  like  this,  in  which,  under 
the  eyes  of  the  officers,  the  articles  of  war  were 
openly  violated.  The  soldier,  so  far  from  prefer- 
nng  charges  against  those  who  violated  these  rules 
to  nis  injury,  dared  not  even  murmur.  It  was 
Tery  proper  now,  Mr.  S.  said,  to  ascertain  whether 
any  orders  from  the  War  Department  authorized 
these  proceedings;  and,  if  not,  it  was  desirable  to 
know  why  proper  measures  had  not  been  taken  to 
prevent  their  recurrence. 

Mr.  IjOwndes  said  that  although  enough  had 
been  said  to  convince  him  that  an  inquiry  into 
this  matter  by  the  Executive  was  already  on  foot, 
yet  he  considered  it  sufficient  to  justify  this  House 
in  making  a  call  on  llie  Executive  for  information 
that  any  member  of  the  House  declared  that  he 
desired  that  information.  He  was'iherefore  in  fa- 
vor of  the  resolution.  Mr.  L.  made  some  other 
remarks.  With  regard  to  the  incident  referred  to 
as  haying  occurred  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  Mr. 
L.  said  it  had  no  connexion  with  that  which  is 
reported  lately  to  have  occurred,  (and  of  which 
he  heard  for  the  first  time  to-day,)  but  depended 
oa  other  principles.     If  any  gentleman  believed 


that  habitual  violations  of  the  law  took  place,  in 
regard  to  the  infliction  of  punishment,  it  was  cer- 
tainly a  fit  subject  of  inquiry — so  much  a  matter 
of  course,  on  being  asked  for,  that  he  hoped  no  one 
would  object  to  it. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  it  struck  him,  at 
first  view,  that  the  resolution  might  be  taken  to 
imply  a  censure  on  the  Executive,  by  imputing  to 
it  a  knowledge  of  violations  of  tne  law,  without 
taking  measures  to  redress  them.  After  what  had 
been  said,  however,  he  should  not  further  object 
to  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  Cobb  rose  otdy  to  say,  that,  as  far  as  his 
information  went,  the  punishments  he  had  refer- 
red to  had  been  inflicted  not  only  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  Executive  and  War  Depart- 
ment, but  contrary  to  their  known  wishes  and  in- 
junctions. 

Mr.  Williams  said,  with  re^rd  to  censure  of 
the  Executive^  it  was  no  part  oi  the  object  of  his 
motion,  nor  of  the  motives  which  led  him  to  make 
it.  He  supposed,  on  such  abuses  being  known,  the 
most  prompt  and  efiectual  means  would  be  taken 
by  the  Executive  to  correct  them ;  and  the  infor- 
mation to  that  effect,  which  the  resolution  might 
elicit,  would  redound  to  the  credit  of  the  Execu- 
tive. Confiding  in  the  integrity  and  good  dispo- 
sition of  the  gentleman  who  now  presides  over  the 
aflairs  of  the  nation,  he  believed  he  had  caused  the 
matter  to  be  inquired  into.  But  he  wished  offi- 
cially to  know  the  fact;  and  he  felt  persuaded, 
that,  if  the  President  himself  had  been  consulted 
in  regard  to  this  resolution,  he  would  have  wished 
it  to  pass. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  wished  the  resolu- 
tion to  lie  on  the  table.  He  had  no  objection  to 
the  inquiry,  but  to  the  generality  of  the  terms  of 
the  motion.  It  opened  too  wide  a  range,  in  call- 
ing for  information  of  every  military  execution 
within  five  years,  instead  oi  pointing  to  the  one 
referred  to  as  being  a  proper  subject  for  inquiry. 
With  regard  to  what  are  lavful  punishments,  said 
Mr.  T.,  the  President  may  entertain  one  opinion 
and  we  another.  We  know,  indeed,  this  House 
was,  at  the  last  session,  nearly  divided  in  opinion 
respecting  certain  punishments  inflicted  by  the 
Commander  of  our  Army  in  the  course  of  the 
Seminole  war.  To  avoid  a  complication  in  the 
inquiry  by  making  it  too  extensive,  Mr.  T.  said  he 
was  desirous  that  the  objecrof  the  inquiry  should 
be  more  particularly  denned.       *- 

Mr.  Floyo,  of  Virginia,  wished  the  resolution 
to  lie  on  the  table,  not  that  he  would  refrain  from 
inquiry  into  this  subject,  but  because  he  had  it  from 
very  good  authority  that  a  court  martial  had  been 
instituted  on  the  case ;  that  its  proceedings  were 
now  before  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  the  result  of  them  was  soon  expected  to  be 
promulgated.  Until  that  was  done,  he  should 
think  this  House  should  delay  any  proceedings  it 
might  think  proper  to  institute  relative  to  this 
matter. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  next  spoke.  Why, 
he  asked,  was  this  resolution  to  lie  on  the  table? 
Did  gentlemen  desire  to  make  an  informal  in- 
quiry on  the  subject  from  the  Executive,  or  some 
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•  head  of  a  department,  ahd  bring  it  into  the  Hous«? 
If  an  inquiry  was  to  be  made  at  all,  had  it  not  better 
take  the  regular  course  now  proposed?  If  the 
facts  were  as  stated,  was  it  not  due  to  the  country 
that  an  inquiry  should  be  made  by  this  House,  and 
a  law  passed  tor  the  prevention  of  such  abuses  of 
power  for  the  future?  The  fact,  as  stated,  ap- 
peared to  be,  that  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
had  been  put  to  death  without  a  trial,  either  civil 
or  military.  A  reason  why  this  proposal  to  in- 
quire into  it  should  not  be  laid  on  the  table,  was, 
that,  if  the  facts  should  be  confirmed,  there  were 
other  and  higher  duties  than  those  of  inquiry 
merely  which  this  House  would  be  called  on  to 
perform.  It  would  be  found,  on  an  examination 
of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  that,  after  convic- 
tion by  a  court  martial,  a  commandinc[  officer  may 
approve  a  sentence  of  death ;  but,  in  peace,  no 
military  execution  could  legallv  take  place  but  by 
approbation  and  authority  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  Now,  here  was  a  case  stated,  in 
which  death  had  been  inflicted,  not  only  without 
the  authority  of  the  President,  but  without  trial  by 
a  court  martial.  If  the  law  martial  is  not  strong 
enoi^h  to  prevent  such  excesses,  said  Mr.  T.,  we 
must  try  some  different  mode. 

Mr.  Mercer,  of  Virginia,  said  it  appeared  to 
him  that,  upon  the  information  which  had  been 
given  to  it,  it  had  now  become  the  imperious  duty 
of  the  Hoase  to  prosecute  this  inquir}' — not  only 
^or  the  reasons  stated,  but  because  it  had  been  as- 
serted, and  contended  even  in  this  House,  that  the 
rules  and  articles  for  the  government  of  the  army 
are  not  binding  on  the  army  after  it  passes  the 
limits  of  the  United  States.  If  such  were  the  fact. 
It  was  high  time  some  rules  should  be  made  for 
the  government  of  the  army  when  without  the 
limits  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Massachusetts,  although  he  did 
not  approve  the  mode  of  the  inquiry  proposed,  was 
yet  opposed  to  the  motion's  beijag  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  inquiry  pro- 
posed, but  he  was  not  for  submitting  the  question 
tor  the  decision  of  the  Executive  what  military 
executions  had  been  legal  or  otherwise.  That 
was  a  Question  which  this  House  ought  to  decide 
for  itself.  If  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolve  on  the 
table  should  not  prevail,  he  said  he  should  pro- 
pose an  amendment,  the  object  of  which  would 
be,  to  refer  the  inquiry  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  and*  not  to  the  Executive,  All  the 
iaformation  in  possession  of  the  Executive  could 
be  obtained  by  them,  as  well  as  information  from 
other  quarters,  which  might  be  very  different  from 
that  in  the  possession  of  the  Executive.  Mr.  H. 
said  he  would  not  have  the  inquiry  Limited.  It 
was  enough  for  him  that  the  blood  of  a  citizen 
had  been  shed;  it  was  enough  for  him  that  he 
had  heard  so,  to  authorize  the  institution  of  an 
inquiry.  When  a  soldier  was  slain  by  his  officer, 
or  by  the  orders  of  his  officer,  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  House  to  inquire  into  it,  and  in  the  mode 
most  likely  to  be  effectual — which,  in  his  opinion, 
was  by  reierring  the  subject  to  a  committee. 

The  question  was  thea  taken  oa  laying  the  reso- 


hition  on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the  negatire 
without  a  division. 

Mr.  Holmes  then  proposed  the  amendment 
above  indicated. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  some  discussion,  in 
which  Messrs.  Williams,  Holmes,  Strothbr, 
and  Lowndes,  took  part;  which  eventuated  in  the 
amendment  being  ne^tived — 90  to  73. 

The  original  motion  of  Mr.  Williams  was 
then  agreed  to  nem.  con.,  and  a  committee  of  two 
members  ordered  to  be  appointed  to  lay  the  same 
before  the  President. 

RESTRICTION  OP  SLAvERY.  "^ 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  said  he  rose  to  in- 
vite the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  subject  of  very 
great  moment.  The  question  of  slavery  in  the 
territories  of  the  United  States  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, it  was  well  known,  had  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress  excited  feelings,  both  in  the  House 
and  out  of  it,  the  recurrence  of  which  he  sincerely 
deprecated.  All  who  love  our  country,  and  con- 
sider the  Union  of  these  States  as  the  ark  of  its 
safety,  must  ever  view  with  deep  regret  sectional 
interests  agitating  our  national  councils.  Mr.  T. 
said  he  could  not  himself,  nor  would  he  ask  others, 
to  make  a  sacrifice  of  principle  to  expediency.  He 
could  never  sanction  the  existence  of  slavery 
where  it  could  be  excluded  consistently  with  the 
Constitution  and  public  faith.  But  it  ought  not 
to  be  forgotten  that  the  American  family  is  com- 
posed of  many  members ;  if  their  interests  are  va- 
rious, they  mutually  must  be  respected  ;  if  their 
preiudices  are  strong,  they  must  oe  treated  with 
forbearance.  He  did  not  know  whether  concilia- 
tion were  practicable,  but  he  considered  the  attain- 
ment worthy  of  an  effort.  He  was  desirous  that 
the  question  should  be  settled  in  that  spirit  of 
amity  and  brotherly  love  which  carried  us  through 
the  perils  of  a  Revolution,  and  produced  the  adop- 
tion of  our  Federal  Constitution.  If  the  resolu- 
tion he  was  about  to  introduce  should  be  sanctioned 
by  the  House,  it  was  his  purpose  to  move  a  post- 
ponement of  the  Missouri  bill  to  a  futur^day,  that 
this  interesting  subject,  in  relation  to  the  whole 
Western  territory,  may  be  submitted  to  the  con- 
sideration of  a  committee.  Mr.  T.  then  intro- 
duced the  following  resolution: 

"  Retolved,  That  a  committee  be  tppointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting  by  law  Che 
introduction  of  tlavei  into  the  temlories  of  the  United 
SUtea  weat  of  the  Miaaiaaippi." 

Mr.  Strother  made  a  few  remarks,  the  pur- 
port of  which  was,  that,  althou|rh  the  question 
was  already  before  the  House,  as  involved  in  the 
bill  for  the  admission  of  the  Missouri  Territory 
into  the  Union,  yet,  when  a  proposition  was  made 
haying  for  its  object  a  compromise  of  conflicting 
opinions,  it  became  members  to  meet  it  in  a  spirit 
of  harmony.  He  proposed,  however,  that  the 
proposition  should  lie  on  the  table  till  to-morrow, 
to  give  time  for  reflection  on  it. 

Mr.  Taylor  assenting  to  this  course,  the  mo- 
tion was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

And,  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned  tutil  to- 
morrow. 


WEDNBsnAY,  December  15. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Maryland, 
Thomas  Bayly,  and  from  South  Carolina.  James 
EaviN,  appeared,  produced  their  credentials,  were 
qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Cannon,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  9th  instant,  reported  a  bill  providing  for  the 
payment  for  horses  and  other  property  lost,  cap- 
tured, or  destroyed  in  the  Seminole  war ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Secretary  of  War 
was  directed  to  lay  before  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives the  several  topographical  reports  that 
have  been  made  to  the  War  Department,  in  pur- 
suance of  instructions  to  that  effect,  respecting  the 
practicability  of  uniting  by  a  canal  the  waters  of 
the  Illinois  river,  and  those  of  Lake  Michigan, 
and  such  other  information  as  he  may  be  in  pos- 
session of  on  that  subject. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morton,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  whe- 
ther, in  any  case,  further  time  than  is  already  pre- 
scribed by  law  ought  to  be  allowed  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  lands  sold  for  direct  taxes,  and  purchased 
pursuant  to  law  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
or  THE  United  States,  which  was  read,  and  is 
as  follows : 

To  ike  Senate  of  tke  United  Siatea  .- 

In  conformity  with  the  reaolution  of  the  House  of 
Repreaentatives,  of  the  24th  of  February  iaat,  I  now 
transmit  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  ex- 
tracta  and  copies  of  several  lettera,  touching  the  causes 
of  the  imprisonment  of  William  White,  an  American 
citizen,  at  Buenos  Ayrea. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WAiamaTOJi,  14/A  December,  1819. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gad  Wor- 
thington  ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Denton,  Little, 
4.  Co.,  and  Harman  Hendricks,  of  Wew  York ; 
and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Gooding  and 
James  Williams ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  said  bills  were  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  severally 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navr,  stating  that  a  deficien- 
cy exists  to  a  considerable  amount  in  the  appro- 
priations of  the  present  year,  for  the  support  of  the 
naval  establishment,  principally  occasioned  by 
fitting  out  squadrons  for  the  suppression  of  the 
■lave  trade,  and  of  piracy,  and  soliciting  that  ap- 
propriations may  be  made  to  cover  the  same,  as 
alK>  a  partial  apt^opriation  for  the  service  of  the 
ensuing  year  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  8psakkr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  his  report  on 
the  petition  of  James  Leander  Cathcart,  referred 
to  him  by  an  order  of  this  House,  passed  at  the 
first  session  of  the  fifteenth  Congress ;  which  re- 
port was  read,  and,  tofether  with  the  petition  of 


the  said  Cathcart,  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims.  "^ 

Mr.  Herrick  offered  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
iiriiing  by  law  an  additional  national  armory,  [and  also 
into  the  expediency  of  locating  the  same  on  the  Muak- 
ingom  river,  at  the  town  of  Zanesville,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio."] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  in  order  to  leave 
the  inquiry  in  its  broadest  shape,  and  to  make  it 
wholly  unobjectionable,  the  resolution  was  amend- 
ed by  striking  out  the  words  in  brackets ;  and,  thus 
amended,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSION  LAW. 

Mr.  Rich,  of  Vermont,  in  offering  the  following 
resolution,  said  that  it  was  a  sufficient  reason  for 
an  inquiry  into  the  subject  of  it,  that  it  had  pro- 
duced considerable  excitement  throughout  the 
country.  Either  from  defect  in  the  law  or  in  the 
administration  of  the  law,  or  because  of  the  total 
impracticability  of  giving  due  effect  to  the  law,  it 
was  believed  tnat  the  intentions  of  Congress  in 
passing  it  had  not  been  fulfilled.  It  was  proper 
that  the  subject  should  be  fully  examined,  and  die 
defects  be  remedied,  if  susceptible  of  remedy:  or 
that  the  law  should  be  repealed  altogether.  .Mr. 
R.  then  moved  the  adoption  of  the  following  re- 
solve: 

•♦  Retolvedj  That  the  Committee  on  Revoiutionaty 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  manner  in 
which  the  act  of  the  18th  of  March,  1818,  has  been 
executed;  ascertaining,  as  fifr  as  may  be  practicable, 
the  ciaas  or  classes  of  cases  which  it  has  been  con- 
strued to  embrace,  and  such  as  have  been  excluded 
from  its  provisions:  whether  the  obgecU  contemplated 
by  its  passage  have  been,  or  probably  will  be,  effected 
by  the  operations  of  the  law;  and,  if  not,  whether  it 
be  susceptible  of  such  amendments  as  will  tnsnre  tke 
accomplishment  of  those  objects ;  that,  in  caae  it  ahall 
k«  ascertained  that  from  fraudulent  practices  under 
the  law,  for  which  no  effectual  remedy  can  be  applied, 
or  from  any  other  cauae,  the  original  objects  of  it  are 
unattainable,  the  said  committee  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  its  repeal." 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  opposition. 

RESTRICTION  OF  SLAVERY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  the 
House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution yesterday  offered  by  him,  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  a  eommitiee  be  appointed  to  in^aire 
into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting  by  law  the  intro- 
duction of  slaves  into  the  territoriea  of  the  United 
8ut««  weat  of  the  Misaisaippi. 

Mr.  Taylor  said,  it  was  not  his  purpose  to  go 
into  any  discussion  of  the  merits  oi  this  proposi- 
tion ;  nor,  he  believed,  would  any  discussion  assist 
the  end  he  had  in  view.  If  a  compromise  of  oppo- 
site opinions  was  to  be  effected,  it  appeared  to  bum 
better  that  a  committee  should  be  appointed  to 
examine  into  it,  and  make  their  report ;  and  that 
the  question  should  not  be  moved  in  this  House 
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until  that  committee  should  have  expended  their 
best  efforts  on  this  object. 

The  question  was  then  talun,  without  debate, 
on  agreeing  to  the  resolution,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  without  a  division.  A  committee  of 
aeven  members  was  ordered  to  be  appointed  accord- 
ingly ;  and  Messrs.  Tavloh,  Liv£rmohe,  Bah-  , 
BOOB,  LowNOEs,  FuLLEB,  Haboin,  and  CUTH-  : 
'  BERT,  were  appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to  the 
said  resolution.  j 

.    Mr.  Tatlob  then  moved  to  postpone,  until  the 
first  Monday  in  February  next,  the  order  of  the 
day  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  convention  of  the  , 
people  of  Missouri  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  | 
constitution  and  State  government. 

Mr.  Lowndes  said,  he  thought  the  day  which 
was  proposed  for  the  postponement  was  too  dis- 
tant; and  that  the  question  whether  any  compro- 
mise could  be  effected  might  be  decided  m  a  much 
less  time  than  that.  He  could  hardly  suppose  that 
the  glimpse  of  the  possibility  of  a  compromise, 
which  had  appeared,  ought  to  induce  the  House 
so  long  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  this  mea- 
«ire.  He  did  not  desire  to  act  on  the  subject  im- 
mediately, but  wished  it  to  lie  on  the  list  of  or- 
ders of  the  day  until  the  House  was  ready  to  take 
it  up. 

•  Mr.  LivERMORE,  of  New  Hampshire,  observed, 
that  the  Missouri  Question  was  ot  great  moment, 
and  deserving  of  full  consideration,  and  one  that 
was  unfortunately  calculated  to  excite  irritation. 
He  therefore  hoped  that  it  would  be  postponed  to 
a  late  day  in  the  session,  that  other  business  of  a 
pressing  nature  might  be  first  disposed  of.  It  could 
not  be  material  whether  Missouri  b<!  made  a  State 
this  day  or  at  the  end  of  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Scott,  delegate  from  Missouri,  said  he 
hoped  that  the  proposition  to  postpone  till  the  first 
Monday  of  February  would  not  succeed.  It  was 
of  vast  importance  to  the  people  of  Missouri  that 
an  immediate  decision  should  be  made  on  this 
question.  If  the  bill  passed  at  an  early  day,  the 
people  would  then  have  lime  to  meet  in  conven- 
tion, form  their  constitution,  organize  their  gov- 
ernment, elect  members  to  a  general  assembly,  on 
whom  it  would  devolve  to  choose  Senators  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  bill  ultimately  was  lost,  it  was  equally 
necessary  that  the  oeople  should  be  soon  apprized 
of  its  failure,  that  they  might  have  time  to  act  for 
themselves,  and  frame  a  form  of  government, 
which  he  was  convinced  they  would  do,  without 
waiting  to  again  apply  to  Congress  for  the  mere 
means  of  organization.  The  resolution  which 
had  been  adopted  furnished  no  good  reason  for  the 
postponement,  because  it  only  proposed  an  inquiry 
into  the  expediency  of  the  measure  in  relation  to 
the  Territories,  and  could  not  control  the  Consti- 
mtional  inquiry  and  right  of  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri to  form  tneir  constitution  as  a  State. 

Mr.  Taylor  replied.    With  regard  to  the  pros- 


peared  to  him  the  first  Monday  in  February  would 
be  time  enough  to  commence  what  he  feared  would 
be  a  most  unprofitable  and  unproductive  discus- 
sion. .With  respect  to  the  people  of  Missouri,  Mr. 
T.  said,  it  would  be  time  enough  for  them,  he  pre- 
sumed, after  the  first  Monday  in  February,  or  even 
after  they  learnt  the  decision  of  this  House,  to  elect 
a  convention  and  form«  constitution  without  the 
authority  of  Congress. 
Mr.  Anderson,  of  Kentucky,  was  opposed  to 


the  proposed  postponement.  The  discussion  of 
this  bill  might  well  go  on,  without  reference  to  the 
object  embraced  by  tlie  vole  of  this  morning,  which 
had  no  bearing  on  the  question  whether  or  not  one 
of  the  Territories  should  be  admitted  into  the 
Union.  With  regard  to  the  discus-sion,  which  it 
was  supposed  would  be  disagreeable,  Mr.  A.  asked 
whether  that  on  the  report  of  the  committee  ^his 
day  ordered  to  be  appointed  would  be  less  so? 
The  two  questions  embraced  the  same  points. 
Even  the  complete  success  of  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  could  not  prevent 
the  discussion  on  the  question^  which  must  arise 
during  the  session  on  the  admission  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Missouri  into  the  Union.  He  hoped  the 
postponement  would  not  take  place. 

Mr.  Mercer,  of  Virginia,  was  opposed  to  so 
long  a  postponement  as  was  proposed ;  because, 
the  Territory  possessing  the  requisite  population, 
&c.,  every  moment's  delay,  considering  tne  prac- 
tice of  the  Government  heretofore,  was  an  infrac- 
tion of  its  rights.  Mr.  M.  particularly  desired, 
when  this  question  was  taken  up,  that  it  should 
not  be  by  surprise,  in  such  manner  as  to  deprive 
gentlemen  of  the  opportunity  of  expressing  th«ir 
opinions  on  it.  He  himself  had^  he  .said,  at  the 
last  Congress,  taken  some  pride  m  recording  his 
vote  against  the  introduction  of  slaves  into  the 
Territories  of  the  United  StaUa,  because  that  mea- 
sure was  within  the  fair  scope  of  the  legislative 
power.  At  the  same  time,  he  considered  it  incon- 
sistent with  the  most  solemn  obligations  to  respect 
the  Constitution,  for  Congress  to  clog  the  admis- 
sion of  any  independent  State  into  the  Union  with 
any  condition  whatever,  except  that  the  constitu- 
tion formed  for  its  government  should  be  repub- 
lican. He  concludwi  by  moving  the  2d  Monday 
of  January  as  the  day  to  which  the  bill  should  be 
postponed. 

And,  on  the  question,  the  order  of  the  day  on  the 
Missouri  bill  was  postponed  to  the  second  Monday 
in  January. 


pect  of  success  to  his  proposition,  he  could  only 
say,  without  knowing  the  opinion  of  any  other 
member,  that  he  had  a  sincere  dtsposition  to  ac- 
complish the  object  of  the  proposition  he  had  sub- 
nuued.    AiMJ^should  he  fail  of  hi^  object,  m  ap- 


Thurhday,  December  16. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Vermont  Ez- 
ra Meech,  and  from  Delaware,  Willaro  Hall, 
appeared,  produced  their  credentials,  were  qualified, 
and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  memorial  and  re- 
moDstr^ce  of  the  American  Conventioa  for  pro- 
moting the  abolition  of  slavery,  hold  in  Philadel- 
phia on  the  5th  of  October,  1819;  representing 
their  strong  apprehensions  of  the  evil  consequen- 
ces which  must  inevitably  result  to  the  United 
StatM,  by  enlarging  the  sphere  and  protracting  the 
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duration  of  domestic  slavery  ;  and  respectfully  re- 
monstrating against  the  admission  into  the  Union 
of  any  new  Suite  or  States  which  may  hereafter 
be  formed,  unless  on  the  conditions  that  the  further 
mtroduction  of  slavery  therein  be  prohibited;  and 
that  the  duration  of  slavery  therein  be  confined  to 
those  who  shall  be  held  in  such  bondage  at  the 
time  of  their  admis.<uon. — Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  yesterday  to  inquire  into  the  pro- 
priety of  prohibiting  the  introduction  of  slaves  mlo 
the  territories  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Sergeant  also  presented  a  memorial  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, praying  that,  in  the  admission  of  the  Mis- 
souri Territory  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  pcovi- 
sion  may  be  made  for  the  perpetual  exclusion  of 
slavery  within  the  same;  which  memorial  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which 
is  committed,  the  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of  the 
Territory  of  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution  and 
Slate  government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such 
State  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  Slates. 

Mr.  Baldwin  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  western  coimties  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  praying  that  other  and  further  mea- 
sures may  be  adopted  for  the  security  and  encour- 
agement of  the  manufacturing  interest  of  the 
cotmtry. 

Mr.  RiNCGOLD  presented  a  similar  petition  from 
sundry  inhabitants  of  Washington  county,  in  the 
Stale  of  Maryland. — Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  petition 
of  Jacob  Purkill,  praying  compensation  for  a  ne- 
gro man  who  was  impressed  into  the  public  ser- 
vice to  do  fatigue  duty,  near  New  Orleans,  during 
the  military  operations  in  that  neighborhood  in  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain ;  in  which  service, 
being  extremely  severe,  he  contracted  a  disease,  of 
which  he  died  in  a  short  time. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Ross  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  Congr^ 
to  adopt  such  measures  as  will  aoolish  the  practice 
of  privateering ;  which  memorial  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Philip  C.  S.  Barbour,  which  was  read ;  when  Mr. 
C.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentative of  Philip  Barbour,  deceased  ;  vvhich  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Land.s,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
James  Hughes,  which  was  read  ;  when  Mr.  A. 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  said  James  Hughes ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  sys- 
tem of  banlcruptcy  throughout  the  United  Slates; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Comiiiittee  of  Com- 
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merce,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Beck  &  Hu- 
vey  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

The  engra-ssed  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Denton,  Little  &,  Co.,  and  of  Harman  Hen- 
dricks, of  .New  York,"  was  read  the  third  lime  and 
passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  (Jad  Worth- 
ingtoD  (for  allowing,  in  settlement  at  the  Treasury, 
for  a  sum  of  money,  of  which  ihe  deputy  of  one 
of  the  collectors  of  internal  duties  was  robbed)  was 
read  a  third  time ;  and  on  the  question,  "  Shall  the 
bill  pass  ?"  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — 90  to 
56.     So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Good- 
I  ing  and  J.  Williams  was  read  a  third  time. 

[This  bill  proposes  to  allow  to  those  persons 
j  twenty-two  hundred  dollars  (under  the  act  allow- 
ing one  hundred  dollars  for  each  prisoner  brought 
1  into  port  during  the  late  war  by  privateers)  for 
twenty-two  slaves  so  brought  in.  and  receipted  for 
by  the  marshal  of  the  district  where  the  vessel  ar- 
rived.] 

The  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kea- 
tucky,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland ; 
and  was  rejected. 

PETITION  OF  SAMUEL  G.  ADAMS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  unfavora- 
ble report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  made  yes- 
terday on  the  petition  of  Samuel  G.  Adams;  and, 
the  same  being  read, 

Mr.  Tyler  moved  to  reverse  the  report,  and  di- 
rect the  Committee  of  Claims  lo  report  a  bill  for 
his  relief. 

[The  case  is  substantially  this :  S.  Q.  Adams 
was  commander  of  a  detachment  of  militia  during 
the  late  war  ;  and,  on  their  being  discharged,  be, 
as  agent  for  those  under  his  command,  the  paymas- 
ter being  without  funds,  received  his  due-bill  fijr 
the  amount,  and  gave  a  receipt  on  the  pay-roll. 
For  the  payment  of  this  bill  he  applies  to  Coftr 
gress.  The  committee  report,  that  the  responsi- 
oilily  for  the  amotml  of  the  pay,  had,  by  the  trans- 
action above  described,  been  transferred  from  the 
Ciovernmenkto  the  individual  who  was  the  pay- 
master, and  who  gave  the  bill ;  and  that  therefoK 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  is  not  reasonable,  and 
ought  not  lo  be  granted. 

Mr.  Tyler  spoke  in  support  of  his  motion,  con- 
tending that  the  paymaster  was  the  agent  or  attor- 
ney of  the  Government  in  the  transaction,  and 
the  Government  was  equitaWy  if  not  legally  bound 
by  his  acts.  It  was  a  question  for  tne  magna- 
nimity of  the  House,  whether  the  fraud  of  the  agent 
of  the  Grovernment  ought  to  be  allowed  to  deprive 
of  his  pay  the  poor  soldier,  whose  services  had  been 
earnestly  invited  and  cheerfully  rendered,  during 
the  war. 

Mr.  Williami§  replied.  To  admit  such  a  claim^ 
he  contended,  would  be  to  establish  a  precedent 
for  endless  frauds  on  the  Government,  by  collusive 
practices  between  claimants  and  the  agents  of  the 
Government.  It  was  due  to  the  state  of  the  finan- 
ces, at  this  lime — which  be  had  understood  froaa 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  were 
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nearly  exhausted — to  guard  them  against  larisb 
disbursement ;  though  in  the  most  prosperous 
times  no  claim  ought  to  be  allowed  against  the 
Gtovemment,  which,  the  circumstances  being  the 
same,  would  not  be  good  against  an  indiridual. 

Mr.  Tyler  contended  that,  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances, the  claim  would  have  been  unques- 
tionaUy  good  against  an  individual. 

The  subject  excited  considerable  interest.  Other 
gentlemen  spoke  on  the  subject,  viz:  Mr.  Pinck- 
NEY,  Mr.  Rich,  Mr.  Brush,  Mr.  Holmes,  and  Mr. 
Gross. 

After  considerable  debate,  the  House  divided  on 
the  proposed  amendment ;  which  was  negatived 
by  a  considerable  majority  ;  and  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims  was  concurred  in. 


Friday,  December  17. 

Mr.  BoprcM  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  pray- 
ing that  other  and  further  measures  may  be  adop- 
ted for  the  security  and  encouragement  of  the 
manufacturing  interest  of  the  country. — Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Fuller  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  man- 
ufacturers and  venders  of  American  manufactured 
paper,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  praying  that 
the  duty  imposed  on  foreign  paper  imported  into 
the  United  States  may  b^  cnanged  from  an  ad 
valorem  to  a  specific  duty. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce. 

Mr.  FoLOER  presented  an  address  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  yearly  meeting  of  Friends,  of 
New  England,  expressive  of  their  disapprobation 
of  the  introduction  of  slavery  in  the  territories  or 
States  west  of  the  Mississiippi  river;  which  was 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  15th 
instant,  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  prohibiting 
the  introduction  of  slavery  into  the  said  territories. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  the  Secretary  of 
War  was  directed  to  report  to  this  House  a  state- 
ment of  the  expense  of  furnishing  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  with  rations  for  the  term  of  one 
year,  ending  on  the  14th  of  April,  1818,  exhibiting 
the  average  cost  per  ration.  And,  also,  of  the  ex- 
pense of  furnishing  the  Army  with  rations ;  exhib- 
iting, also,  the  average  cost  per  ration,  for  the  term 
of  one  year,  under  the  provisions  of  the  law  passed 
on  the  14th  April,  1818,  entitled  '-An  act  to  regu- 
late the  stoff  of  the  Army." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ross,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  the  future 
sale  of  public  lands  in  half  quarter  sections,  and 
the  propriety  of  reducing  their  present  price. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the  laws  regu- 
lating the  sales  of  the  vacant  lands  of  the  United 

States,  that,  from  and  after  the dav  of , 

no  credit  shall  be  given  thereon,  and  a  less  quan- 
tity may  be  purchased,  and  at  a  less  price  than  is 
authorized  by  the  existing  laws. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Woodbridge,  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 


into  the  expediencr  of  providing,  by  law,  for  the 
final  adjustment  of  the  ancient  titles  to  land  with- 
in the  Territory  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  Rich  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  t'iaima  be  in- 
atructed  to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  providing  for  the 
diatributioQ  of  a  aum  of  money  among  auch  of  the 
citixens  of  the  United  Statea  aa  loat  their  property  in 
cooaequence  of  the  general  conflagration,  by  the  ene- 
my, on  the  Niagara  frontier  doring  the  late  war. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
sundry  statements  relative  to  the  internal  dtities 
and  direct  tax,  as  required  by  the  thirty-third  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  the  22d  July,  1813;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Warfield  offered  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolve: 

Reto/ved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
inatructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  inrreaaing 
the  pay  of  jurors  for  the  Circuit  Courta  of  the  United 
Statea  for  the  diatrict  of  Maryland.  •* 

The  resolution,  having  been  amended  by  ex- 
tending It  to  the  District  Courts,  and  by  striking 
out  the  concluding  words,  "  for  the  district  of  Ma- 
ryland," so  as  to  make  the  inquiry  general,  was 
agreed  to. 

The  House  spent  some  time  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  Thomas 
Carr  and  others ;  but,  without  having  gone  through 
the  same,  reported  progress,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 

In  like  manner,  .some  time  was  spent  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  J.  S.  Smith  in  the 
chair,)  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  L.  J.  Beaulieu. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  being  one  of  the  majority  who 

Jesterday  voted  to  reject  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
.  Gooding  and  T.  Williams,  moved  now  to  re- 
consider the  said  vote;  which  motion  was  decided 
in  the  negative. 

The  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Mo.NOAY,  December  20. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  petition 
of  .sundry  inhabitants  of  that  State;  which  peti- 
tions respectively  pray,  that  Congress  will  adopt 
such  other  and  further  measures  as  will  afford 
effectual  encouragement  and  security  to  the  man- 
ufacturing interest  of  the  country. — Referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Manuliactures. 

Mr.  Sergeant  al.so  presented  petitions  from 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phil- 
adelphia, praying  that,  in  the  admission  of  the 
Missouri  Tt'rritory  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  pro- 
vision may  be  made  for  the  perpetual  exclusion  of 
slavery  within  the  same. — Reterred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Newto.n  presented  a  petition  of  the  mer- 
chants and  other  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of 
Norfolk,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  praying  for  the 
establishment  of  a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy 
throughout  the  United  States. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (p  which  is  committed 
the  bill  for  that  purpose. 
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Mr.  Kent  presented  a  petition  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Infirmary  in  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, praying  Congress  to  provide  for  the  support 
and  maintenance  of  such  persons  as  have  been  in 
the  army  or  navy  of  the  United  States,  and  may 
come  to  the  Seat  of  Government  to  obtain  a  pen- 
sion, or  to  settle  their  accounts,  and  who  may  be 
unable  to  support  themselves.— Referred  to  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  in  addition  to 
the  act  making  anpropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  navy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1819; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Smith  also  reported  a  bill  making  a  partial 
appropriation  (ot  the  military  service  of  the  United 
Sutes  for  the  year  1820;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  referred  an  inquiry  into  the 
expediency  of  increasing  the  pay  of  jurors  in  the 
circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  United  States, 
made  a  report,  stating  that  the  pay  at  present  al- 
lowed is  one  dollar  and  twentv-five  cents  a  day, 
for  each  day's  attendance,  and  five  cents  a  mile  in 
travelling  to  and  from  court;  that  the  committee 
are  not  aware  of  any  good  reason  for  increasing 
this  compensation ;  and  requesting  to  be  discharg- 
ed from  the  further  consideration  of  tlie  subject. 
The  report  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

Two  Messages  were  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  the  first  of  which,  on  the 
subject  of  the  slave  trade,  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  that  subject  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  other  Message,  on  the  subject  of  printing 
the  Journal  of  the  Convention  which  framed  the 
Constitution,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


H.  orR. 


KEVOLUTIONARY  OFFICERS. 
Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  memorial  of  the  surviving  officers 
of  the  Revolutionary  army,  made  a  report  thereon, 
favorable  to  the  prayer  ot  the  petitioners,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  for  their  relief;  which  bill  was 
read  twice,  and  committed.  The  report  is  as 
follows : 

The  mcnorialiaU  repreaent  that,  by  the  resolre  of 
th«  Slat  Of  October,  1780,  Congreaa  atipulated  that 
half-pay  for  life  ahould  be  allowed  to  the  officeraof  the 
Revolationary  army  who  ahould  continue  in  aervice 
till  the  end  of  the  war ;  that  they  did  continue  in  aer- 
vice  till  the  end  of  the  war,  and  therefore  became  enti- 
tied  to  the  benefit  of  the  contract  thus  entered  into 
with  them  by  their  country  ;  that  thia  contract  ha*  not 
been  fulfilled,  and  they  are  now  entitled  to  aak  ita 
fulfilment. 

They  further  repreaent  that  the  comir.atation  offered 
and  received  under  the  reaolve  of  the  22d  of  .March, 
1783,  ought  not  to  be  conaidered  aa  cancelling  the 
obligation  of  the  Government,  or  impairing  the  claima 
of  the  officcra,  becauae  it  waa  iieelf  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  Government  of  ita  incapacity  at  that  time 
to  fulfil  the  contract ;  becauae  it  waa  offered,  not  to 
individual!,  but  to  linea  and  corpa,  for  their  accept- 
ance, which  gave  an  undue  influence  to  officeraof  age 
and  rank,  who  were  likely  to  be  gaincra  by  the  arrange- 


ment, and  did  not  afford  a  foil  opportanitj  to  the 
younger  officera  of  inferior  grade,  who  were  chiefly 
wtereated  ui  retaining  the  half-pay  for  life,  and  exclud- 
ed altogether  from  a  voice  in  the  deciaien  many  mer- 
itorioui  officera,  whoae  linea  had  been  broken  op  by 
the  caaoalUea  of  war ;  becauae,  alw>,  it  was  offer«Nl  to 
men  whoae  neceaaitiea  obliged  them  to  accept  what 
they  could  obtain  for  the  immediate  aupply  of  their 
wanU ;  and,  finally,  becauae  the  commutation  waa  not, 
aa  it  ought  to  have  been,  and  waa  intended  to  b«,  aa 
equivalent  to  the  half-pay  for  life. 

Referring  to  a  report  made  to  the  Houae  in  the 
month  of  January,  1810,  a  copy  of  which  accompaniea 
the  preaent  report,  and  contalna  at  length  the  several 
reaolvea  of  Congreaa,  and  the  principal  facts  and  argu- 
menu  having  relation  to  the  claim,  the  committee 
proceed  reapcctfully  to  aobmit  their  views  of  the  nature 
of  the  caae,  and  of  the  obligationa  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  thence  arising. 

It  ia  not  necessary  to  remind  the  Huuae,  either  of 
the  merit  or  the  value  of  the  services  rendered  by  the 
memorialiala  to  their  country.     History  has  already 
consecrated  the   one,  and   the  other  ia  sufficiently  »t- 
teated,  in  a  manner  that  must  appeal  to  the  best  feel- 
inga  of  every  citizen  of  the  United  Statea,  by  the  rapid 
growth  and  eminently  happy  condition  of  that  coun- 
try, for  which  they  devoted  the  moat  valuable  portion 
of  their  lives;  for  which  they  took  up  their  aworda; 
and  for  which,  too,  with  no  leaa  patriotism,  they  laid 
them  down  when  her  liberty  and   independence  had 
been  effectually  secured.     If,  in  behalf  of  this  interest- 
ing remnant  of  the  officera  of  the  Revolution,  of  all 
that  remains  to  us  to  cheriah  of  the  gallant  and  illua- 
trious  band  who  have  done  so  much  for  us,  an  appeal 
were  made  to  the  national  sense  of  gratitude,  we  pre- 
sume respectfully  to  say  that  it  could  scarcely  be  re- 
aisted.      It  would  then   be  recollected  that  tbeae  aur- 
vivors  are  preciaely  the  men  who  have  made  the  great- 
est sacrificea  for  their  country,  aa,  from  the  time  that 
has  since  elapsed,  it  will  be  seen  that  most  of  them 
must  have  spent  in  her  service  that  very  portion  of 
life  when,  according  to  the  order  of  nature,  the  habiu 
are  formed,  and  the  acquirement^  made,  which  in  a 
great  measure  determine  its  future  fortune  and  char- 
acter;  and  that,  while  they  were  thus  generously  pre- 
paring for  the  nation  an  abundant  harvest  of  poUtical 
and  social  happiness,  they  gave  up  the  only  opportu- 
nity for  themselves  of  becoming  qualified  for  any  oc- 
cupation which  in  time  of  peace  could  assure  to  them 
the  means  even  of  a  comfortable  subsistence.     If  aoei- 
dental  good  fortune,  or  distingaished  capacity,  or  the 
good  feelings  of  their  fellow-cititens,  displayed  in  se- 
lecting them  for  public  offices  of  profit,  have  placed 
some  of  them  above  the  reach  of  want,  it  is,  neverthe- 
leaa,  believed  that  there  are  many  who  have  little  to 
conaole  them  in  the  prime  of  life  but  the  recollection  of 
the  share  they  have  contributed  in  laying  the  founda- 
tion of  their  country's  independence.   To  all  such,  how 
welcome  and  how  gladdening  would  be  the  substantial 
manifestation  of  that  countrj's  gratitude!  A  provision 
for  their  few  remaining  years  would  alleviate  the  suf- 
ferings of  age ;  and  the  veteran  of  the  Revolution  would 
feel  continually,  and  be  qoiciened  and  animated  by 
the  feeling,  that  the  time  he  bad  devoted  to  the  public 
service  was  not  to  himself  altogether  waste  and  unpro- 
fitable; that  his  exertions  and  his  sufferings  were  not 
altogether  overlooked;  bat,  by  a  natural  and  honorable 
return,  that  country,  whose  infancy  he  had  aided  by 
hia  aword  to  guard,  now,  in  the  day  of  her  atreogth 
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and  her  prMperitj,  extended  b«r  huid  to  sootJie  and  to 
support  the  weakneM  of  his  declining  year*. 

It  is  not,  however,  upon  grounds  like  these  that  the 
meraorialists  rest  their  spplication.  Thej  claim  upon 
the  fooling  of  right,  maintaining,  your  committee  re- 
spectfully submit,  with  great  force,  that  whst  they  ask 
for  is  due  to  them  by  contract.  In  the  examination  of 
this  claim,  it  appears  to  the  committee  that  towards 
men  whose  merits  are  so  unquestionable,  the  Govern- 
ment ought  to  be  guided  by  principles  of  liberal  justice, 
having  regard  to  all  the  circumstances,  giving  them  all 
their  due  weight,  and  even  where  there  might  be  some 
doubt  upon  the  spplication  of  the  rules  that  govern  be- 
tween man  and  man,  to  incline  in  favor  of  the  memo- 
rialists. With  this  explanation  the  committee  l>eg 
leave  to  state,  that  they  consider  the  resolve  of  the  21st 
of  October,  1780,  as  a  contract  Itetween  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  officers,  freely  and  voluntarily  entered 
into  at  a  time  when  both  parties  were  at  liberty  in  re- 
gard to  the  subject  of  it,  and  stipulating,  as  the  con- 
sideration on  the  part  of  the  officers,  their  future  ser- 
vices until  the  end  of  the  war,  whatever  might  be  its 
duration.  It  is  not  to  be  questioned  that  the  stipulated 
service  was  rendered,  nor  thst  it  was  eminently  useful. 
Bat  it  deserves  to  be  remembered,  in  connexion  with 
all  which  subsequently  occurred,  that,  after  the  officer 
had  rendered  the  service,  he  had  no  further  reliance 
but  upon  the  faith  and  ability  of  the  Government. 
Thli  was  his  condition  when  the  resolve  of  the  22d  of 
March,  1783,  was  adopted.  The  preliminaries  of  peace 
had  been  signed,  the  army  was  about  to  be  disbandetl, 
and  he  to  be  thrown  into  society,  there  to  seek  his  live- 
lihood by  civil  pursuits,  for  which  the  tenor  of  his  pre- 
ceding life  was  calculated  only  to  disqualify  him.  Had 
he,  under  the  pressure  of  circumstances  so  urgent,  and 
growing  out  of  his  previous  services,  assented  to  the 
commutation,  his  country  could  scarcely  deem  it  a 
voluntary  assent,  but  rather  a  submission  to  an  uncon- 
trollable and  instant  necessity,  which  admitted  of  no 
deliberation  or  delay.  But  there  is  another  reason 
why  this  assent  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  binding. 
The  contract  of  1780  was  with  the  individual  officers, 
and  it  is  not  strictly  reconcilable  with  justice  that  it 
should  be  varied,  rescinded,  or  released,  as  to  any  one 
of  them,  without  his  own  individusl  consent.  The 
commutation,  except  as  to  certsin  retired  officers,  was 
ofiered,  not  to  the  individuals,  but  to  lines  and  corps ; 
thereby  subjecting  the  individusl,  as  to  his  own  par- 
ticular rights,  to  the  decision  of  others,  and,  with  re- 
spect to  the  younger  and  inferior  officers,  exposing 
them  to  be  governed  by  the  overruling  influence  of  su- 
perior rank  and  years,  to  which  they  were  habitually 
accustomed  to  submit. 

The  committee  are  aware  that  it  may  be  urged — 
and  between  individuals  it  might  be  decisively  urged 
— that  the  subsequent  acceptance  of  the  commutation 
certificate,  of  itaelf,  amounted  to  an  assent.  If  the 
officer  had  been  left  free  to  make  his  choice,  and.  hav- 
ing made  it,  the  Government  had  given  him  what  he 
freely  consented  to  receive,  the  srgument  would  not 
have  been  without  some  force.  But  be  was  not  so 
free.  The  resolve  of  Congress — the  act  of  Government 
and  a  law — left  him  no  choice,  except  to  abide  by  the 
decision  of  the  lines  and  corps  of  the  Army,  or  wait, 
whatever  might  be  his  wants,  until  a  more  fortunate 
period  should  enable  him  to  approach  that  body,  not 
with  a  power  to  enforce  his  right,  but  only  to  sue  for 
it  in  the  Uoguage  of  solicitation.  It  may  bv  remarked, 
though  somewhat  out  of  order,  that  this  is  sobatan- 


tialJy  the  course  which  these  memorialists  are  now  par> 
suing.  They  have  waited  until  their  coaatry  is  able 
to  do  them  justice,  and  they  now  petiliou  for  their 
right,  offering  to  relinquish  all  they  have  received. 

But  it  is  also  true,  and  furnishes  an  additional  an- 
swer to  the  objection,  that  the  Government  was  not 
able  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  resolve  of  1783. 
It  could  not  psy  in  money,  snd  it  did  not  pay  in  what 
was  equivalent  to  money.  The  commutation  certifi- 
cate  was  then,  and  for  iome  time  after,  worth  no  more 
than  one-eighth  (perhaps  even  leas)  of  its  nomiJial 
value.  When  at  the  disUnce  of  eight  year*  after- 
wards the  funding  system  was  established,  it  is  noto- 
rious that,  generally  speaking,  the  certifirates  no  longer 
remained  in  the  hands  of  the  officers.  The  restoration 
of  the  public  credit  came  too  late  for  men  whose  ne- 
cessities were  so  imperious;  and  thua  the  half  pay  for 
life,  which  had  been  solemnly  stipulated  and  moat 
meritoriously  earned,  dwindled  in  the  hands  of  the 
officers,  without  any  fault  of  theirs,  to  searcely  mor* 
than  half  pay  for  a  single  year. 

Under  this  view  of  th**  case,  it  seems  to  your  com- 
mittee just  and  reasonable,  and  becoming  the  faith  of 
the  nation,  to  execute  the  contract  originally  made, 
upon  the  terms  proposed  by  the  memorialists — that  is 
to  say,  of  deducting  from  the  arrears  of  the  half-pay, 
computed  fro«|  the  cessation  of  hostilities  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  the  full  nominal  amount  of  the  commutation 
certificate,  and  paying  to  the  surviving  officers  the 
balance;  and  henceforward,  during  the  remainder  of 
their  lives,  paying  to  them  the  half  pay  stipulated  by 
the  reaolve  of  1780.  For  the  arrears,  the  memorial- 
isU  are  willing  to  receive  stock,  bearing  an  interest. 

In  order  to  define  snd  limit,  with  as  much  precision 
as  {tossible,  the  extent  of  the  demand  which  will  thus 
be  created  upon  the  Treasury,  your  committee  ha^e 
thought  it  right  to  assume  as  a  basin  the  number  of 
surviving  officers  and  the  aggregate  of  claim  which 
are  stated  by  the  memorialiata  themselves;  and  the^ 
recommend,  reapectfully,  that  any  provision  which  may 
be  made  be  limited  accordingly,  so  as  not  to  exceed 
that  sum. 

In  conformity  with  theae  aafgestions,  the  commit- 
tee herewith  report  a  bill. 

CREDIT  FOR  DUTIES. 

Mr.  Tkimble,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing re:K)lutions : 

Retoitxd,  That  the  Committee  on  Ways  snd  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repeal- 
ing all  laws  whereby  a  credit  is  allowed  upon  dntiaa 
accruing  on  imports  and  tonnage. 

Ketulved,  That  the  same  committee  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  all  laws  al- 
lowing drawback. 

Mr.  Trimble  said  that  he  had  some  doubts  whe- 
ther he  ha^  selected  the  proper  committee  to  make 
the  proposed  inquirv.  It  had  direct  relation  to  the 
fiscal  operations  of  the  countrj ,  and,  for  that  reason, 
belonged  to  the  family  of  subjects  in  charge  of  the 
Coramittee  of  Ways  and  Means;  but,  in  iLs  scope 
and  consequences,  it  undoubtedly  involred  tne 
interests  of  commerce  and  domestic  manufactures. 
A  few  days  since,  said  Mr.  T.,  the  House  was 
called  on  to  resolve  a  kind  of  divorce  between  com- 
merce and  manufactures ;  and  it  was  then  said, 
that  their  interests  were  in  many  respects  hostile 
to  each  other.    If  the  committees  on  those  subjects 
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should  find  any  coafliction  of  interests,  (which  he 
hoped  they  would  not,)  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Meaaa  being  in  amity  with  each  of  these, 
would  maintain  relations  of  neutrality  with  both- 
Referring  to  the  substance  of  the  proposed  inquiry, 
he  said  that  it  would  probably  hare  to  be  made  at 
some  future  period  ol^  the  session,  and  he  thought 
it  time  to  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  the 
subject.  The  annual  report  from  the  Treasury 
Department  has  been  laid  upon  our  tables,  and  it 
is  known  to  all  of  us,  said  Mr.  T.,  that  there  is  a 
deficit  in  the  revenue  of  five  millions  of  dollars, 
which  sum  must  be  raised  to  meet  the  expenditures 
of  the  next  year ;  and  this  deficit  will  be  greatly 
increased,  if  the  tariff  shall  be  raised  for  the  pur- 
pose of  encotiraging  domestic  manufactures.  To 
this  we  must  add  five  millions  more,  to  pay  the 
claims  assumed  by  our  Grovemment,  under  the  late 
treaty  with  Spain.  It  must  not  be  forgotten,  that 
we  are  called  upon  to  perform  the  treaty  on  our 
part,  and  to  force  a  compliance  on  the  port  of 
Spain.  If  we  resolve  to  occupy  the  Floridas,  ways 
and  means  must  be  found  to  raise  ten  millions  of 
dollars  for  the  next  year,  beyond  the  estimated  in- 
come of  the  Treasury.  We  ought  also  to  be  pre- 
pared for  the  contingencies  of  that  movement 

Another  view  of  the  subject,  said  Mr.  T.,  is 
equally  important,  or  more  so.  It  is  well  known 
that  oars  is  the  only  Grovemment  that  allows  a 
credit  for  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage.  In  all 
other  countries  they  are  made  payable  in  cash.  It 
is  true,  that  some  nations  make  a  difference  between 
duties  on  imports  and  duties  on  consumption. 
France  is  an  instance  ;  but  the  difference  is  not  so 
material  as  to  require  explanation  at  present.  By 
our  revenue  laws,  bonds  at  six  and  nine  month.s 
are  taken  for  duties  on  all  articles  (except  salt)  im- 
ported by  sea,  the  produce  of  foreign  places  or 
islands,  sUuated  on  the  eastern  shores  of  America, 
north  of  the  equator ;  and  the  duties  on  imports 
from  all  other  ports  and  places  are  bonded  at  a 
credit  of  eight,  ten,  and  eighteen  months,  payable 
in  equal  sums.  Gentlemen,  he  said,  could  easily 
satisfy  themselves  that  the  merchant  importers 
have  a  constant  loan  of  about  twenty  millions  nf 
dollars,  and  the  Treasury,  in  that  respect,  may 
be  considered  a  kind  of  loan  oflSce,  to  encourage 
importations.  It  was  believed,  he  said,  that  this 
system  of  long  credits  operated  as  a  bounty  to  export 
specie,  and  as  a  premium  to  discourage  the  expor- 
tation of  our  home  produce.  That  it  operated  as 
a  bounty  to  promote  importations,  and  discourage 
domestic  manufactures,  was  a  true  fact,  capable 
of  the  clearest  demonstration.  If  such,  said  he, 
is  the  tendency  of  the  present  system,  it  is  time  to 
begin  a  revision.  The  result  of  an  inquiry  will 
show  what  encouragement  can  be  given  to  domestic 
manufactures,  beyond  the  cash  payment  of  duties. 

Mr.  T.  thought  the  proposed  changeof  such  im- 
portance to  the  importers,  that  they  ought  to  have 
fair  notice  of  it.  As  a  body,  he  knew  them  to  be 
nameroosand  respectable,  and  he  had  no  wish,  on 
kis  part,  to  spring  the  question  on  them  by  surprise 
or  stratagem ;  their  objections,  when  thev  matured, 
if  they  have  any,  may  afford  light  on  the  subject. 

As  to  the  drawback,  he  would  only  say,  that 


some  attempts  had  been  made,  as  he  was  informed, 
to  pay  the  duties  in  depreciated  currency,  and  get 
the  drawback  in  good  paper.  This,  if  true,  ought 
to  be  corrected,  lie  did  not  know  that  he  should 
be  in  favor  of  repealing  the  drawback  laws,  but 
some  regulations  would  have  to  be  made  on  that 
branch  of  revenue,  and  it  was  perhaps  best  to  pre- 
sent it  and  the  other  subject  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  expressed  his  satisfac- 
tion that  Mr.  Trimble  had  thus  early  brought  for- 
ward his  motion  ;  but,  he  observed,  if  Mr.  T.  should 
succeed  in  his  object,  it  would  be  laying  the  axe 
to  the  root  of  the  whole  system  of  revenue.  Had 
it  not  been  for  the  drawback  system,  Mr.  S.  said, 
the  revenue  of  the  country  never  would  have  been 
what  it  was — but  for  that  sy.stem  the  public  debt 
would  never  have  been  paid.  This  was  a  motion, 
he  said,  of  vital  importance ;  and  be  repeated  his 
pleasure  that  it  had  been  introduced  in  time  to  give 
It  a  full  consideration. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Silsbee,  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table  and  print  it ;  which,  after 
a  remark  or  two  from  Mr.  Warpield,  Mr.  Rhea, 
and  Mr.  Trimble,  in  which  Mr.  T.  assented  to  the 
course  proposed,  the  motion  prevailed,  and  the  res- 
olution was  laid  on  the  table  accordingly. 

REVOLUTIONARY   PENSIONS. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  offered  for  considera- 
tion the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested 
to  state  to  this  House  whether,  in  pursuance  of  the 
law  of  18th  March,  1818,  any  pensions  have  been 
granted,  which,  for  reasons  which  he  will  state,  ought 
not  to  have  been  granted  ;  and  what  course  has  been 
pursued  in  relstion  to  such  pensions,  or  those  to  whom 
they  may  have  been  granted. 

Mr.  J.  said,  he  was  induced  to  offer  the  reso- 
lution to  obtain  information  on  a  subject  which 
bad  excited  much  interest.  The  Revolutionary 
officers  and  soldiers,  or  some  of  them,  were  charged 
with  the  commission  of  frauds  in  obtaining  pen- 
sions under  the  law  of  1818.  If  this  was  true,  the 
nature  of  the  frauds  should  be  known,  and  a 
remedy  should  be  applied.  On  examining  the 
law  upon  the  subject,  he  said  he  was  disposed  to 
think  there  was  no  power  to  prevent  their  receiv- 
ing the  pensions  thus  illegally  obtained.  If  the 
law  was  defective,  it  ought  to  be  amended. 

This  motion  and  those  incidentally  made  rela- 
tive to  it  produced  some  discussion,  "and  some 
amendments  to  it  previous  to  its  adoption,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  brief  account : 

Mr.  Strother,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  amend 
the  resolve  by  adding  to  the  end  of  it  the  follow- 
ing words : 

"  And  the  number  and  names  of  those  who  have 
been  placed  upon  the  pension  liat  from  each  State, 
and  the  amount  paid  in  each  State  under  the  aaid 
law." 

Mr.  Jones  accepted  this  amendment  as  a  part 
of  his  motion. 

Mr.  Bloomfield,  of  New  Jersey,  suggested, 
that  this  resolve  could  not  be  necessary,  me  sub- 
ject being  already  distinctly  referred  to  a  commit- 
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tee  of  the  House,  who  had  the  subject  under  con- 
sideratioD,  and  would  doubtless  obtain  and  report 
all  the  necessary  infomaation. 

Mr.  Whitman,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  that 
the  resolve  should  be  ordered  to  he  on  the  table 
for  the  present. 

Mr.  Lincoln,  of  Massachusetts,  opposed  this 
motion  by  a  course  of  remarks,  extended  to  con- 
siderable length,  of  which^lhe  following  was  the 
purport :    He  was  opposed  to  the  resolve  lying  on 
the  toble,  because  the  subject  of  it  was  intimately 
connected  with  the  rights  and  interest  of  a  vener- 
able portion  of  the  community.     With  respect  to 
"  the  Secretary  of  War,  if  he  had  transcended  those 
powers  which  the  law  vested  in  bim,  it  was  highly 
proper  that  an  inquiry  should  be  made  into  tlie 
matter.     If  the  Secretary  of  War  had  the  power 
to  strike  from  the  pension  list  the  name  of  any 
individual  enrolled  on  it ;  or,  if  not  legally  having 
the  power,  he  had  exercised  it,  the  subject  ought 
to  be  inquired  into.     Afr.  L.  was  of  opinion  that 
the  Secretary  neither  had,  nor  ought  to  have  this 
power.     The  law  prescribed  certain  requisites  and 
conditions,  which  being  complied  with,  a  person 
should  have  a  right  to  be  placed  on  the  pension 
list,  without  reference  lo  any  discretionary  power 
in  the  Secretary  ;  and,  being  placed  there,  the  law 
gave  him  no  authority  to  displace  him.     Are  these 
men,  said  Mr.  L.,  dependent  for  their  subsistence 
on  the  will  of  the  Secretary  of  War  ?    When  we 
have  required  certain  forms  and  solemnities  to  place 
persons  on  the  pension  list,  is  he,  without  form  and 
without  solemnity,  merely  on  the  information  of 
some  friend  in  whom  he  has  confidence,  justified 
m  striking  any  one  of  them  from  the  list  ?    Mr. 
L.  thought  not.     He  wished  not  to  be  understood 
as  manifesting  any  want  of  confidence  in  the  vir- 
tue or  talent  of  the  Secretary  of  War;  of  which 
no  man  had  a  higher  opinion  ;  but  no  virtue,  nor 
any  talent,  was  proof  against  misconception  or 
erroneous  information,  &c.     Mr.  L.  made  a  num- 
ber of  other  remarks  of  a  general  nature,  on  the 
subject  of  the  Revolutionary  Pension  Law.     He 
knew,  he  said,  that  some  persons  entertained  strong 
impressions  against  this  law,  and  that  it  had  be- 
come odious  to  some  on  account  of  the  number  of 
persons  whom  it  embraced.     But,  Mr.  L.  said, 
ought  we  not  rather  to  rejoice  that  so  many  who 
served  their  country  in  critical  times  yet  live,  and 
that  the  nation  possesses  the  means  of  sustaining 
them^when  no  longer  able  to  support  themselves  ? 
For  his  part,  he  said,  he  rejoiced  that  the  number 
was  so  great ;  and  so  far  from  desiring  to  see  it 
diminished  by  the  lapse  of  years,  had  he  the  power, 
he  would  sav  to  each  ot  them,  Soldier  of  the 
Revolution — Jive  forever ! 

Mr.  Whitman  defended  his  motion  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table.  Among  other  things  he 
said  he  was  sorry  to  differ  in  opinion  from  the 
gentleman  last  up,  with  respect  to  the  power  said 
to  have  been  exercised  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 
It  apoeared  to  him  that  the  Secretary  of  War 
must  have  this  power,  because  such  a  power  must 
somewhere  exist.  If  he  had  been  imposed  upon  by 
fraud,  he  certainly  had,  or  ought  to  have,  the  power 
to  revoke  the  act  which  was  founded  on  fraud  and 


false  represen rations.  There  could  be  no  possible 
danger  from  the  exercise  of  such  a  power  by  the 
Secretary  of  War;  it  was  a  power  exercised  at 
his  peril,  and  which  he  would  in  no  case  exercise 
but  upon  conclusive  evidence.  If  any  injostice, 
however,  should  be  done  by  any  individual,  he 
might  come  to  this  House  for  redress,  and,  if  ag- 
grieved, he  could  obtain  it.  , 

The  question  on  laying  the  resolve  on  the  table 
was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Hill,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  he  had  no 
objection  to  the  first  part  of  the  resolves,  but  he 
had  to  the  latter  part  (being  that  added  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Sthother)  which  he  therefore  moved  to 
strike  out. 

Mr.  Sthother  opposed  this  motion,  for  which 
he  professed  himself  unable  to  see  any  adequate 
motive.  If  fraud  had  been  committed,  it  was  pro- 
per to  inquire  into  all  the  circumstances  connected 
with  it,  and  into  the  quarter  of  the  country  in  which 
it  occurred. 

Mr.  Rich  moved  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  this  resolve  to  I  he  1st  Monday  in  Jan- 
uary, on  the  ground  that  the  subject  was  already 
before  a  committee  of  the  House,  on  his  motion,  and 
to  pass  this  resolution  would  be  to  indicate  a  want 
of  confidence  in  their  disposition  to  inquire  into 
the  facts  connected  with  this  subject. 

The  motion  for  postponement  was  negatived ; 
as  also  was  Mr.  Hill's  motion,  after  some  debate, 
in  the  course  of  which  Mr.  Taylor  of  New  York 
supported,  and  Mr.  Str other  oppasod  the  mo- 
tion. The  latter  gentleman  incidentally  expressed 
the  opinion  that  the  power  do<s  belong  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  which  he  is  represented  to  have 
exercised,  of  striking  from  the  pension  list  those 
who  have  gotten  there  by  the  means  of  fraud. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  inquiry  was 
extended,  by  incorporating  in  .Mr,  Strother's 
amendment  the  words,  "and  the  line  to  which 
they  belonged,  and  their  rank." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Storhs,  of  New  York,  the 
resolution  was  further  amended,  by  adding  thereto 
the  words  :  "  and  also  the  regulations  adopted  by 
the  War  Departmeirt  in  relation  to  the  examina- 
tion and  admission  of  claims  for  pensions  imder 
this  act." 

Thus  amended,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to 
without  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  who 
stated  that  the  law  providing  for  the  payment  of 
such  claims  had  expired,  the  Committee  of  Claims 
was  instructed  to  induire  into  the  expediency  of 
paying  to  Henry  Cain  the  value  of  a  horse  lost 
or  killed  during  the  late  war  with  Great  BriUin  ; 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesoay,  December  21. 

Mr.  HiBSHMAN  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Lancaster  county,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  praying  that  measures  may  be  taken 
for  the  protection  of  the  domestic  manufacturing 
establishments  of  the  country. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Manufactures. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  schedule 
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of  fees,  proper  to  be  allowed  andiastd  for  the  of- 
ficers of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  western  district  of  Virginia,  prepared  and  trans- 
mitted by  the  judge  of  the  said  district,  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  resolution  of  this  House,  of  the  22d  of 
February  last. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  HoL.MEe,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  select 
committee  appointed  on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill 
DToyiding  for  the  admission  of  the  District  of 
Maine  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States. 

Mr.  Floyo,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  bill  be 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  second  Monday 
in  January,  and  committed  to  the  same  committee 
of  the  whole  House  as  the  bill  for  admitting  the 
Territory  of  Missouri  into  the  Union. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Holmes,  and 
was  negatived — ayes  about  20;  and  the  bill  was 
then  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  petition  of  Sarah  Allen, 
made  a  report,  which  was  read :  when  Mr.  B.  re- 
ported a  oill  allowing  Sarah  Allen  the  bounty 
land  and  pay  which  would  have  been  due  to  her 
son,  Samuel  Drew,  had  he  lived,  for  his  services 
as  a  private  in  the  late  war ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whit.man  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions  were  directed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the 
application  for  pi'nsions  under  "An  act  to  provide 
for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval 
service  uf  the  United  States,  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,"  approved  March  18,  1818,  by  guardian,  in 
case  of  the  insanity  of  the  person  entitled  thereto. 

Mr.  Cannon  submitted  the  follow^ing  resolution: 
Keeolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affain 
be  mttructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extend- 
ing to  the  widows  and  orphans  that  have  been  placed 
on  the  pension  list  of  the  L'niled  States,  or  may  here- 
after  he  placed  on  said  pension  list,  under  the  provi- 
sions of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  making  further  provi- 
sion for  military  services  during  the  late  war,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  approved  .\pril  16,  1R16,  a  further 
provision,  to  as  to  allow  to  each  orphan,  whether  of 
an  officer  or  soldier,  after  the  expiration  of  the  five 
years  half-pay  allowed  by  the  provisions  of  the  before 
recited  act,  a  crrtain  sum,  to  be  paid  annually,  until 
they  arrive  at  a  sufficient  age  to  provide  for  themselves. 
Also,  to  allow  to  each  widow,  whether  of  an  officer  or 
■oldier,  a  certain  sum,  to  be  paid  annually  during  life, 
or  to  the  time  of  her  intermarriage ;  or  to  make  auch 
other  provision  for  said  widows  and  orphans  as  may 
be  thought  jast  and  necessary. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  reso- 
lution, and,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  same, 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Bloomfield  offered  a  joint  resolution,  pro- 
posing that  the  two  Houses  should  adjourn  from 
the  24th  instant  to  Monday,  the  3d  of  January. 

This  resolution  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and 
by  Messrs.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  and  Warpielo, 
OB  the  ground,  that  the  time  proposed  was  neces- 
sary to  allow  certain  alterations  of  the  Hall,  and 
arrangements  necessary  to  enable  the  House  to 


proceed  with  any  kind  of  facility  or  comfort  in 
the  public  business,  and  that,  so  far  from  its  being 
a  waste  of  time,  it  would  be  the  reverse  in  its  con- 
sequences, &c. 

Mr.  Rhea  and  Mr.  Qross,  of  New  York,  op- 
posed the  resolution,  on  the  ground  that  the  time 
firoposed  for  the  recess  was  more  than  necessary 
or  the  purpose  referred  to  by  its  advocates,  dec. 

The  question  on  ordering  the  resolution  to  a 
third  reading  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas 
and  nays — yeas  50,  nays  100 ;  and  the  resolution 
of  course  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw, 

Retolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  lo  lay  before  this  House,  at  as  early  a 
day  as  may  be  convenient,  an  account  of  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  several  sums  appropriated  for 
building  fortifications,  from  the  year  1816  to  the 
year  1819^  both  inclusive;  indicating  the  places  at 
which  works  of  defence  have  been  begun ;  the 
magnitude  of  the  works  contemplated  at  each 
place ;  their  present  condition  ;  the  amount  already 
expended,  and  the  estimated  sum  requisite  for  the 
completion  of  each ;  also  the  mode  by  which  the 
fortifications  are  built,  whether  by  contract  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Shaw  and  Mr.  Ccbhman  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  present  the  foregoing  resolution  to 
the  President 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Expenditures  were  instructed  to  inquire  and 
rejwrt  to  this  House  the  amoimt  of  the  several 
items  which  are  charged  upon  the  contingent  fund ; 
and  whether^  in  their  opinion,  the  expenditures 
may  not,  in  future,  be  diminished,  consistent  with 
the  public  interest,  and  the  accommodation  of  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,"  the  several  committees 
on  so  much  of  the  public  accounts  and  expendi- 
tures as  relates  to  the  Departments  of  State,  Trea- 
sury, War,  Navy,  Post  Office,  and  Public  Build- 
ings, were  instructed  to  inquire  and  report  to  this 
House  whether,  in  their  opinion,  the  expenditures 
in  those  departments  may  not  be  diminished  with- 
out prejudice  to  the  public  interest. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  directed  to  inquire  into  and 
report  the  allowances  which  have  been  made  to 
the  officers  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  for 
the  transportation  of  baiggage,  quarters,  and  fuel, 
since  the  first  day  of  January,  1816,  and  also  into 
the  expediency  of  regulating  the  same  in  future. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  Qommittee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  directed  to  inquire  into  and 
report  to  this  House  the  objects  intended  to  be  ac- 
complished by  the  expedition  ordered  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Yellow  Stone,  on  the  Missouri  river. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afiairs  were  directed  to  inquire  into  and 
report  to  this  House  the  expenditures  which  have 
b^n,  and  are  likely  to  be,  incurred  in  fitting  out 
and  prosecuting  the  expedition  ordered  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Yellow  Stone,  on  the  Missouri  river. 

On   motion   of  Mr.  Rich,   the   Committee  of 

Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 

I  diency  of  making  compensation  to  Aaron  Bma- 
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my,  of  Vermont,  for  his  vessel,  captured  by  the 
enemy  on  Lake  Champlain,  while  engaged  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States;  and  that  the  testi- 
mony taken  under  a  commission  from  the  late 
Commissioner  of  Claims,  and  on  file  in  the  Clerk's 
office,  be  referred  to  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  WxRriELn  introduced  a  joint  resolution, 
directing  the  distribution  to  each  member  of  the 
present  Congress,  not  embraced  by  the  former  re- 
solution on  that  subject,  one  copy  of  the  journals,  i 
acts,  Ac,  of  the  convention,  recently  published ; 
which  resolutions,  were  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time.  I 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (.Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  in  the  chair,)  on 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  McDonald ;  which 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 


LOSSES  IN  THE  SEMINOLE  WAR. 

The  Hoose  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  horses  an^  other  property  lost,  captured, 
or  destroyed,  during  the  Seminole  war. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  took  a  brief  view  of 
the  occasion  which  had  made  it  an  act  of  justice 
in  the  Government  to  pass  this  bill.  The  number 
of  cases  of  losses  of  horses,  from  any  cause,  would 
not  exceed  three  hundred,  and  perhaps  not  two 
hundred.  There  was  a  class  of  cases  not  embraced 
in  the  bill,  however,  which  he  thought  ought  to 
be — namely,  that  of  horses  killed  by  forced  marches; 
which  betcig  made  under  orders  which  the  owners 
of  the  horses  could  not  disobey,  the  consequences 
ought  not  to  fall  on  them,  but  on  theGrovernment. 
He  therefore  proposed  an  amendment  to  the  bill, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  include  this  class  of 
cases. 

Mr.  Cawnopc,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  the  proposed  amendment,  though  it  had 
been  thought  proper,  by  the  committee  who  reported 
the  bill,  not  to  introduce  such  a  provision  into  it. 
Mr.  C.  then  spoke  of  the  general  merits  of  the  bill. 
The  committee,  he  said,  had  not  taken  into  view 
the  manner  in  which  these  men  were  called  into 
service ;  nor  did  they  undertake  to  determine  whe- 
ther it  had  been  legally  or  illegally.  It  was  enough 
for  them  to  know,  that  the  claimants  for  losses  of 
this  description  were,  at  the  time,  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  and  encountered  difficulties  and 
dangers  equal,  perhaps,  to  those  encountered  by 
any  troops  in  service  during  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain.  It  was  not  to  be  supposed,  Mr.  C. 
said,  that  private  soldiers  knew  from  what  source 
their  orders  originated  ;  they  presumed  them  to  be 
legal,  and  that,  in  obeying  them,  they  were  answer- 
ing the  call  of  their  country.  He  trusted  the  House 
Would  extend  to  them  the  same  provision,  now 
proposed,  which  had  in  other  cases  been  extended 
to  others.  He  should  vote  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment, he  said,  because  he  believed  it  would  em- 
brace some  just  cases,  not  embraced  by  the  bill  as 
it  stood. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Marylahd,  was  opposed  to  going 
beyond  the  parallel  to  this  bill,  to  be  found  in  the 
act  applicable  to  similar  losses  during  the  late  war  ' 


I  with  Great  Britain.  He  was  therefore  opposed  to 
;  the  amendment.  He  did  not  mean  to  inquire,  and 
he  thought  the  House  ought  not  to  inquire,  into 
the  nature  of  the  orders  by  which  these  mounted 
volunteers  were  called  into  service.  They  had 
been  in  the  service  of  their  country  ;  and  ought  to 
be  indemnified  for  losses  sustained  therein. 

Mr.   Storks,  of  New  York,  said  thatj  in  the 
course  of  some  examination  he  bad  made  into  the 
documents  of  a  former  session,  he  had  accidentally 
lit  upon  a  document  which  perhaps  might  throw 
some  light  on  the  subiect  now  before  the  House. 
It  was  the  act  supplementary  to  the  military  ap- 
propriation act  of  1818,  in  which  was  contained 
an  appropriation  of  ninety  thousand   dollars,  for 
paying  these  volunteers  (at  the  rate  of  forty  cents 
each  per  day)  for  the  use  of  their  horses.     He  asked 
of  the  gentlemen  from  Tennessee,  and  of  the  House, 
whether  this  allowance  was  not  equivalent  to  any 
reasonable  risk  of  the  loss  or  injury  of  the  horses 
of  these  volunteers.     With  regard  to  the  claims' 
,  law  ot  1816,  now  expired,  Mr.  S.  argued  that  it 
was   a   gratuitous  act  on    the  part   of  Congres-s, 
I  which  perhaps  never  ought  to  have  passed,  and 
I  oaght  not  now  to  be  broiight  into  precedent 
[      Mr.  JoHN.«iON,  of  Virginia,  next  took  the  floor, 
i  He  advanced  with  regret,  he  said,  to  one  question 
which  he  conceived  involved  in  the  consideration 
of  this  bill ;  but  if  the  House  was  disposed  to  pass 
i  a  bill  of  indemnity,  it  was  first  necessary,  he  said, 
to  inquire  whether  these  troops  were  legally  in  ser- 
I  rice;  whether  the  commanding  Generalhad  obeyed 
I  the  orders  of  the  President  in  calling  them  out? 
,  and  whether  the  President  had  the  power  to  issue 
,  such  an  order      This.  Mr.  J.  thought  |he  first  and 
1  most  interesting  question.     What  were  the  facts  ? 
I  The  Secretary  of  War,  in  December  I817,author- 
i  i2ed  General  Jackson,  if  necessary,  to  call  on  the 
j  Governors  of  the  adjoining  States  <or  militia  ;  the 
;  effective  regular  force  being  stated  by  the  Secretory 
1  to  amount  to  eight  hundred  men.     On  the  12th  of 
I  January,  1818,  General  Jackson  informed  the  Sec- 
]  retary  of  War  that  he  had  appealed  to  the  patriotism 
j  of  Tennessee ;  had  called  for  one  thousand  mounted 
I  volimteers;  and  for  this  departure  from  orders  was 
the  House  now  called  on  to  pass  a  bill  which  would 
be  in  the  nature  of  an  act  of  indemnity.     The 
President  himself,  Mr.  J.  said,  could  not  have  called 
for  thase  volunteers,  because  the  laws  giving  such 
.  an  authority  had  expired  ;  of  course,  he  could  not 
vest  such  a  power  in  General  Jackson.     Mr.  J. 
argued,  therelore,  that  these  volunteers  had  been 
called  into  service  without  any  legal  power  in  the 
General  to  do  so  ;  and  he  asked,  if  the  House,  be- 
cause pathetically  appealed  to  in  the  name  and  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor  suffering  soldier,  would,  by 
the  passage  of  the  bill  before  them,  sanction  this 
violation  of  authority  ?     There  were  eight  hundred 
regular  troops ;  General  Gaines  had  brought  into 
the  field  one  thousand  eight  hundred  IndiaiLs  and 
Georgians ;  and  General  Jackson  added  one  thou- 
sand Tennessee  volunteers — and  all  this  force  to 
pursue  a  handful  of  fiigitive  Redsticks !    But,  had 
all  this  force  been  requisite — had  the  Tennessee 
troops  been  necessary,  Mr.  J.  said  he  would  never 
suffer  a  military  officer  to  invade  the  rights  of  this 
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House,  where,  and  where  only,  the  peace  and  se- 
curity of  the  people  rested.  He  asked  whether 
these  volunteers  had  been  paid  ;  and  demanded  to 
know  what  officer  had  a  right  to  pay  troops  called 
into  service  without  anv  authority  from  the  Gov- 
emrr>ent  ?  Onght  not  tne  President  to  have  com- 
municated the  fact  to  this  House,  that  such  a  force 
had  been  called  into  service  without  authority ;  but, 
before  he  could  countermand  them,  had  rendered 
service  to  their  country — and  then  asked  of  Con- 
gress to  compensate  them  ?  Such,  he  thought, 
would  have  been  the  proper  course  for  the  Presi- 
dent to  have  pursued.  Mr.  J.  said  he  would  be 
always  readv  to  pav  a  just  debt,  but  he  was  unwill- 
ing to  pay  those  who  had  violated  the  laws  of  their 
country.  Hp  would  not  pay  these  soldiers  a  single 
cent  Was  it  possible,  be  asked,  that  any  portion 
of  the  people  of  this  country,  a  reflecting,  intelligent 
people,  as  they  were,  should  not  have  inquired 
whether  or  not  the  commanding  officer  had  a  right 
to  raise  this  force?  He  could  not  believe  it.  We 
are  going  on  too  rapidly,  said  Mr.  J.  Look  which- 
ever way  we  will,  the  public  expenditures  exceed 
the  estimates ;  we  are  just  now  called  on  to  sup- 
ply a  deficiency  for  the  Navy  ;  even  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  public  buildings,  a  matter  ot  expense 
susceptible  oi  the  most  accurate  estimate,  are  ex- 
ceeded by  about  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
Our  embarras.sments  thicken  upon  us ;  already  is 
this  youthful  nation  brought,  under  these  auspices, 
to  this  very  singular  situation,  in  a  time  of  pro- 
found peace,  either  to  borrow  money  or  tax  the 
people ;  and  this  in  a  time  of  prosperity,  too,  as 
we  are  told.  The  public  expenses,  Mr.  J.  said, 
were  nearly  as  great  as  in  the  first  year  of  the  war  ; 
was  this  proper  in  a  state  of  peace  ?  What,  he 
asked,  was  the  good  which  had  resulted  from  this 
great  expedition,  the  losses  in  which  the  House 
was  now  called  on  to  indemnify  ?  They  had  been 
told  that  this  vigorous  expedition  had  none  more 
than  every  thing  else  to  procure  for  us  the  Floridas ; 
but  neither  the  vigor  of  the  field  nor  of  the  Cabinet 
had  yet  been  sufficient  to  accomplish  th^  object. 
Mr.  J.  concluded  by  protesting  against  both  the 
amendment  and  the  bill. 

Mr.  Cannon  again  addressed  the  Committee. 
He  said,  the  committee  that  reported  the  bill  had 
not  at  all  taken  into  view  the  conduct  of  G^eneral 
Jackson,  as  it  was  not  thought  necessarily  con- 
nected with  the  question  of  paying  for  the  losses 
that  had  been  sustained  on  this  campaign,  nor  had 
they  attempted  to  express  an  opinion  on  any  part 
of  his  conduct.  He  said  he  had,  himself,  intended 
that  it  should  be  left  entirely  out  of  view,  nor 
would  he  go  into  a  discussion  on  that  subject. 
However,  he  said,  notwithstanding  he  was  aware 
that  the  proper  question  before  the  Committee  was 
on  the  amendment  offered  by  his  colleague,  and  of 
course  it  was  out  of  order  to  discuss  the  merits  of 
the  bill,  yet  he  hoped  he  would  be  permitted  to 
make  one  or  two  remarks  in  reply  to  his  friend 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Johnson.)  These  persons, 
he  said,  for  whom  we  ask  remuneration,  have  been 
in  the  service  of  our  country ;  they  have  encoun- 
tered every  privation,  suffwing,  and  danger,  that 
could  be  encountered  by  any  men.    All  this,  he 


said,  they  expected  when  they  entered  the  service, 
no  doubt ;  but  they  also  expected,  and  had  a  right 
to  expect,  that  forage  was  to  be  furnished  for  their 
horses,  as  well  as  rations  for  themselves  ;  they  are 
not  even  accused  of  having  acted  in  any  way  in- 
correctly ;  they  had  obeved  the  call  of  an  officer  of 
the  Government,  in  rallying  around  its  standard, 
as  well  as  his  orders  throughout  the  whole  cam- 
paign ;  they  had  conformed  to  what  they  supposed 
to  be  the  authority  of  the  General  Government ; 
therefore,  no  blame  could  attach  to  them,  even  if 
it  was  admitted  the  commanding  General  had 
acted  improperly.  If  he  has  done  wrong,  let  him 
be  called  to  account  by  the  proper  authority,  and 
punished  for  it  But,  he  said,  he  hoped  the  gen- 
tleman would  not  visit  the  sins  of  General  Jackson 
on  the  soldiers  who  had  acted  under  him,  (and 
were  compelled  to  obey  his  commands,)  by  with- 
holding from  the  innocent  soldier  8  iust  remunera- 
tion for  his  losses.  But,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  risen 
expressly  to  reply  to  an  honorable  gentleman,  he  be- 
lieved from  the  State  of  New  York,  (Mr.  Storks;) 
that  gentleman,  he  said,  if  he  had  understood  him 
correctly,  had  stated  that  the  sum  of  $90,000  had 
already  been  appropriated  to  pay  these  troops  forty 
cents  per  day  for  the  use  of  tneir  horses,  while  in 
service.  He  thought  the  gentleman  must  be  under 
some  mistake  about  this ;  that,  if  that  sum  was 
appropriated,  it  must  have  been  intended  to  cover 
other  claims  that  had  originated  in  the  late  war 
with  England,  as  well  as  those  on  the  Seminole 
campaign. 

[Mr.  Storrs  explained,  by  reading  the  letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  confirming  his  state- 
ment.] 

Mr.  Cannon  said  that,  notwithstanding  the  in- 
formation which  had  been  read  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  he  must  suppose  that  the  sum 
stated  was  not  onlv  ajipropriated  to  pay  the  forty 
cents  per  day  for  the  use  of  horses  in  the  Seminole 
campaign,  but  also  to  pay  other  claims  of  officers 
who  had  been  engaged  in  the  service  during  the 
late  war  with  England,  forty  cents  per  day  for  the 
use  of  their  horses  ;  also,  as  ne  knew  that  many  of 
those  claims  were  yet  unsettled ;  and  he  could  not 
imagine  that  the  sum  of  ninety  thousand  dollars 
could  be  set  apart  for  that  singie  purpose,  as  had 
been  stated  by  the  gentleman.  He  said,  he  was 
aware  that  the  situation  of  the  Treasury  had  some 
effect  in  producing  opposition  to  this  bill,  but  he 
hoped  gentlemen  would  not,  on  that  ground,  de- 
cide agpainst  it.  Others  who  had  lost  their  prop- 
erty in  the  service  of  the  country,  under  similar 
circumstances,  had  been  paid.  At  the  time  that 
law  passed,  he  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  the 
House,  and  was  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  law, 
and  believed  it  one  amongst  the  best  acts  of  that 
Congress;  for  he  held  the  doctrine,  thapt  whomso- 
ever does  sacrifice  his  property  in  the  defence  of 
his  country,  or  lose  it  in  its  service,  in  the  manner 
pointed  out  in  this  bill,  in  consequence  of  a  failure 
on  the  part  of  the  Govenmient  to  ftimish  the  ne- 
cessary forage,  and  without  any  fault  or  neglect 
on  the  part  of  the  owner,  ought  to  be  paid  tke 
value  of  the  property  sacrificed  or  lost  in  conse- 


766 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


766 


H.  orR. 


Lo$K$  im  the  Seminole  War. 


Decemmm,  1819. 


quence  of  such  failure,  no  matter  what  may  be  the 
situation  of  the  finances  of  the  country,  even  if  it 
was  much  worse  than  it  is. 

He  said,  he  had  no  idea  that  the  most  patriotic 
part  of  the  community  should  not  only  suffer  every 
deprivation,  encounter  every  hardship  and  danger, 
but  also  sacrifice  their  property  too,  and  go  unre- 
warded.   Such  a  course  would  be  enough  to  weak- 
en the  feelings  of  attachment  (of  even  the  greatest 
patriot  and  friend)  to  our  Government     He  said, 
whatever  gentlemen  might  think  of  the  conduct  of 
the  commanding  officer  on   this   campaign,   he 
hoped  they  would  not  involve  it  with  the  question 
on  the  merits  of  the  bill  before  the  Committee,  for 
he  could  not  see  that  there  was  any  connexion  be- 
tween them ;  the  one  applies  to  Greneral  Jackson, 
the  other  to  soldiers  who  were  under  him.     It  was 
^ot  his  intention  to  touch  at  all  the  question  that 
occupied  so  much  of  the  time  and  talents  of  this 
House  during  the  last  session,  nor  could  he,  by  any 
means,  be  driven  into  that  discussion,  on  this  bill, 
which  be  said  was  of  a  different  nature,  and  rested 
on  different  ground  altogether.     He  had,  he  said, 
only  now  asked  the  same  measure  of  justice  for 
these  citizens,  who  have  been  in  our  service  and 
sustained  losses,  that  has  been  extended  to  others ; 
this  they  had  a  right  to  expect,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  be  granted  to  them. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  entered  at  some  length 
into  an  argument  m  the  support  of  his  amend- 
ment, and  in  reply  to  some  of  the  reasons  advanced 
against  it ;  arguing  to  show  the  justice  of  the  re- 
muneration asked  for,  and  that  it  would  not  be  an 
extension  of  the  principle  heretofore  acted  on  in 
similar  losses,  as  contended  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Ma- 
ryland. As  to  the  general  question,  the  volun- 
teers, he  thought,  had  a  right  to  presume  that  the 
call  upon  them  was  legal,  and  they  acted  properly 
in  obeying  the  orders,  ri^ht  or  wrong.  He  would 
not  enter  into  an  examination  of  General  Jack- 
son's conduct  in  calling  on  the  volunteers;  the 
soldiers  had  nothing  to  do  with  that  inquiry,  nor 
was  the  inquiry  connected  with  the  question  be- 
fore the  Committee.  The  soldiers  had  done  their 
duty  faithfully,  and  had  the  same  claim  on  the 
Government  as  if  they  had  acted  under  the  most 
correct  orders,  if  they  were  not  of  that  character, 
which  he  would  not  at  this  time  inquire  into. 

Mr.  McCov,  of  Virginia,  observed,  that,  whe- 
ther these  troops  got  into  the  field  legally,  wa*  one 
question;  and  whether  they  were  to  be  remuner- 
ated for  their  losses,  was  another.  In  deciding  on 
this  subject,  he  should  be  governed  by  expediency 
alone.  He  had  once  been  of  opinion  that  it  was 
proper  to  pay  these  claims ;  but  subsequent  reflec- 
tion had  changed  that  opinion,  and  the  raure  he 
considered  it  the  more  he  was  convinced  that  the 
former  law  was  unwise.  If  the  Government  was 
to  pay  the  soldier  for  his  horse,  the  soldier  ought 
to  refund  what  he  had  received  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  pay  for  the  use  and  risk  of  the  horse — at 
least,  the  Government  ought  to  pay  only  the  bal- 
ance, after  deducting  the  amount  already  given  to 
him.  Mr.  McC.  repeated  that  this  law  was  im- 
politic. He  was  willing  to  alter  the  standing  laws 
of  the  country,  and  make  the  allowance  fifty  or 


even  sixty  cents  per  day  for  the  use  of  the  bones 
of  volunteers  or  militia,  if  it  was  thought  proper ; 
but  he  would  not  consent  to  legislate  in  this  way' 
first  to  pay  a  fair  cc»nsideration  for  the  risk  and 
use  of  the  horse,  and  then  his  whole  value.  It 
would  be  better,  he  said,  to  pay  the  full  price  of 
the  horse,  in  the  first  instance,  than  to  be  subject 
to  such  claims. 

Mr.  REin,  of  Georgia,  entered  at  some  length 
into  a  view  of  the  cu-cumstances  out  of  which  > 
these  claims  grew,  to  show  that  they  were  just  aqd 
equitable.  His  distance  from  the  reporter  did  not 
allow  the  advantage  of  hearing  his  remarks;  but 
he  was  understood  to  agree  that  the  coaduct  of  the 
commanding  General  had  nothing  to  do  in  set- 
tling this  question;  and  that  these  claims  were 
entitled  to  tjie  same  liberality  as  those  which  had 
been  herefore  provided  for.  Though  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  he  was  not  in  favor  of  the  proposed 
amendment ;  because  those  cases  of  loss  which 
arose  from  forced  marches,  Jtc,  were  of  a  nature 
incident  to  the  state  of  war,  the  risk  of  which  was 
contemplated  and  provided  for  in  the  original  con- 
tract between  the  Government  and  the  soldier.  f 

.VIr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  rose  to  remove  from 
his  previous  remarks  any  misconstruction.  He 
had  not  contended  for  insubordination,  or  advanced 
the  opinion  that  it  would  have  been  right  for  these 
volunteers  to  demand  of  the  coinnxanding  General 
his  authority  for  calling  them  out,  after  they  had 
got  into  the  field.  But  these  men  were  not  sol- 
diers ;  they  were  citizens  of  Tennessee  volunta- 
rily taking  the  field,  and  as  such  had  a  perfect 
right,  before  they  entered  the  service,  to  demand 
of  the  General  by  what  authority  he  called  on 
them  in  this  way.  It  was  urged,  as  an  argument 
in  favor  of  the  payment  of  these  claims,  that  it 
would  serve  as  an  inducement  to  men  to  volunteer 
hereafter,  and  stimulate  their  ardor ;  but  the  gal- 
lant spirits  of  this  nation,  Mr.  J.  said,  would  never, 
on  any  proper  occasion,  kel  their  ardor  damped 
because  the  payment  of  these  claims  on  the  public 
purse  were  refused.  The  example  of  a  military 
officer  acting  without  authority — raising  an  army 
without  the  consent  of  the  nation — this  was  the 
kind  of  ardor  which  he  wished  to  damp.  Mr,  J. 
said  he  would  go  as  far  as  any  man  in  paying  a 
just  debt ;  he  would  mortgage  the  whole  property 
of  the  nation  to  preserve  its  faith ;  but  he  would 
never  consent  to  tax  this  people  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  a  debt  contracted  by  violating  the  laws  of 
the  land. 

A  motion  was  made  for  the  Committee  to  rise, 
but  was  negatived  by  a  vote  of  75  to  54. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  Jonejj  was  also  lost  without  u  division. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  then  proposed  an 
amendment,  the  object  of  which  was  to  embrace 
cases  ansing  out  of  the  late  Creek  war,  and  which 
have  not  been  heretofore  settled. 

This  motion,  also,  was  negatived. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill. 

Mr.  Stobrs  moved  to  postpone  it  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  opposed  the  postpone- 
ment, on  the  ground  that  there  were  case  of  losses 
arising  under  the  Seminole  war,  which  ought  to 
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be  provided  for,  even  though  others  were  not. 
He  referred  to  the  cases  of  wagons  impressed  into 
the  service  to  transport  the  baggage  and  provis- 
ions of  the  Georgia  detachments  of  militia.  Hav- 
ing proceeded  into  the  interior  of  the  country,  the 
roads  became  so  impassable  that  they  could  not 
return,  and  were  compelled  to  abandon  and  lose 
their  property.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
withdraw  his  motion,  in  order  to  try  this  provis- 
ion, at  least,  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Storrs  declined  withdrawing  his  motion. 
His  object  was  to  reject  the  bill.  Already  the  law 
of  1816  was  brought  up  as  a  precedent.  If  it  was 
a  bad  precedent,  as  he  believed  it  to  be,  the  rejec- 
tion of  this  bill  would  serve  to  abolish  it.  With 
respect  to  precedents,  he  went  on  to  say,  motives 
mi^ht  actuate  one  Congress  in  passing  a  law 
which  would  not  operate  on  another  Congress. 
He  did  not  mean  to  allude  now  to  the  motives 
which  induced  the  passage  of  the  act  which  had 
been  referred  to ;  but  he  asked  gentlemen  to  look 
over  the  list  of  warrants  issued  under  that  law. 
They  would  there  find  that  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  dollars  had  been  paid  for  lost  horses  and  equip- 
ments, &.C.,  and,  if  the  act  had  not  fortunately 
expired,  he  had  no  doubt  the  Government  wou  d 
have  Jiad  to  pay  as  much  more.  The  bill  now 
before  the  House,  moreover,  applied  not  only  to 
cases  of  horses  lost  or  dying  during  the  war,  but 
to  cases  arising  out  of  it ;  and  the  bill  was  to  con- 
tinue in  force  Tor  two  years  from  its  pas.sage — so 
that,  for  any  horse  usea  in  the  Seminole  war,  dy- 
ing at  any  time  before  the  expiration  of  that  term, 
his  owner  might  put  in  a  claim  for  his  value,  if  he 
could  but  persuade  himself  or  others  that  his  death 
arose  out  of  that  war.  The  bill,  indeed,  was  full 
of  defects.  But,  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the 
sense  of  the  House  on  the  principle,  he  had  moved 
the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill ;  and  he 
must  persist  in  nis  motion. 

Mr.  Cobb  said,  that  an  objection  to  one  provis- 
ion of  the  bill  could  constitute  no  good  argument 
against  another  provision  of  the  bill,  acknowl- 
edged to  be  just.  He,  therefore,  hofml  the  bill 
would  not  be  postponed,  but  that  it  would  be 
amended,  and  passed,  6lc. 

At  this  stage  of  the  business,  the  House  ad- 
journed until  to-morrow. 


WEDNEdnAY,  December  22. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  Pennsylvania, 
Robert  Puilson,  appeared,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
respectively  praying  that  further  aid  and  encour- 
agement may  be  extended  to  the  manufacturing 
interest  of  the  country. — Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Meigij  presented  a  petition  of  Jacob  Schief- 
felin  and  Henry  H.  Schieffelin,  druggists,  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  stating  that,  during  the  exist- 
ence of  the  embargo  laid  in  1807,  they  were  per- 
mitted by  the  CJovernment  of  the  United  States  to 
import  from  the  British  dominions,  in  the  West 


Indies,  goods  to  the  amount  of  the  debts  due  them; 
that  the  said  goods  were  captured  on  the  passage 
by  a  British  cruiser,  and  condemned  by  an  inte- 
rior admiralty  court,  which  sentence  was  reversed 
by  the  high  court  of  admiralty,  in  Ensland ;  but, 
that  such  had  been  the  delay,  that,  before  they 
were  enabled  to  draw  the  proceeds  of  the  said 
goods,  the  late  war  commenced ;  upon  which,  the 
said  proceeds  were  sequestered  by  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, and  are  still  withheld  from  them ;  and 
praying  relief  from  the  Government  of  the  United 
States. — Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  with 
direction  to  report  to  this  House  what  measures 
have  been  taken,  if  any,  to  obtain  redress  from  the 
British  Government  in  the  case  of  these  petitioners. 

Mr.  Abbot  presented  a  petition  of  Rebecca  C. 
Appling,  sister  and  legal  representative  of  the  late 
Colonel  Daniel  Appling,  of^  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  stating  that  the  said  Colonel  Appling 
conquered  and  captured  a  superior  British  force, 
with  several  gun-boats,  barges,  and  their  equip- 
ments, which,  if  captured  by  a  naval  force,  would 
have  been  subject  to  condemnation  as  lawful  prize, 
and  praying  that  the  value  of  the  same  may  now 
be  distributed  to  her  and  the  officers  and  men  un- 
der the  command  of  the  said  Colonel  Appling. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina, 
the  Doorkeeper  of  the  House  was  directed  to  dis- 
pose of  the  furniture  used  by  the  House  in  the 
building  where  it  lately  sat,  not  wanted  for  the 
present  chamber,  and  place  the  proceeds  in  the 
contingent  fund  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 

Raolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  b«  instructed 
to  cause  to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  this  Hoase,  at 
the  next  ■esiion  of  Congress,  a  sjalem  of  martial  law, 
and  a  system  of  field  service  and  police,  tor  the  gov> 
ernment  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  S.  stated  that  this  motion  was  made  by  the 
unanimous  request  of  the  Military  Committee; 
and,  explanatory  of  the  motives  which  dictated 
the  proposition,  Mr.  S.  took  a  brief  view  of  the 
defects  of  the  ei  isting  military  code  of  the  coun- 
try, and  of  some  of  the  bcneiSts  likely  to  result 
from  a  revision  and  amendment  of  it.  The  reso* 
lution  was  agreed  to. 

The  engrossed  joint  resolution,  directing  a  dis- 
tribution of  copies  of  the  journals  of  the  conven- 
tion, &.C.,  to  those  members  of  the  present  Con- 
gress not  embraced  by  the  former  resolution,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whit- 
man, referred  to  a  select  committee. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
McDonald,  administrator  of  his  brother  James, 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  viz :  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  Bar- 
row," and  "An  act  providing  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  circuit  court  for  uie  District  of  Colum- 
bia, in  the  county  of  Washington ;"  in  which  bills 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  bills  were  severally  read  twice,  and 
the  first   thereof  referred   to    tne  Committee  of 
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Claims,  and  the  second  to  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

BOUNTr  LAND  TO  MINORS. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  North  Carolina,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved,  That  it  it  expedient  to  provide  bj  law 
that  all  minora  who  enlicted  in  the  Armj  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and 
who  continued  in  serrire  until  peace  was  concluded, 
and  were  discharged  as  min»rs,  he  allowed  a  bounty 
of  land,  as  a  compensation,  that  is  reasonable  and  ad- 
equate to  their  service. 

Mr.  Tayloh,  of  \ew  York,  objected  to  this  res- 
olution, because,  instead  of  proposing,  in  the  usual 
mode,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 
the  bounty,  it  was  a  motion  to  declare  at  once  that 
such  a  bounty  is  expedient.  For  such  a  declara- 
tion he  was  not  prepared,  because  he  did  not  be- 
lieve that  such  further  provision  for  the  persons  in 
question  was  expedient.     They  had,  by  the  grace 


United  States  had  never  complained  of  the  com- 
manding General's  exceeding  his  authority  in  the 
exercise  of  his  discretionary  power  to  defend  the 
frontier  against  invasion;  and  Mr. O.  saw  no  rea- 
son for  introducing  that  question  into  the  discus- 
sion on  this  bill. 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  rose,  not,  he  said, 
with  the  intention  of  engaging  in  the  examination 
of  the  great  prmciples  already  touched  on  by  other 
gentlemen,  and  essentially  connected  with  this 
bill,  but  to  state  that,  before  he  gave  his  vote,  he 
must  have  information  on  one  point,  on  which  he 
was  now  left  to  conjecture.  It  was  this :  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  having  left  a  high 
military  officer  in  command  of  the  Southern  fron- 
tier, with  power,  if  necessary,  to  call  on  the  Ex- 
ecutives of  adjacent  States  for  quotas  of  militia, 
that  officer  proceeds  to  levy  an  army  himself 
The  force  thus  raised  must  have  been  officered. 
The  officers  must  have  held  commissions.     Mr. 

^ R.  said  he  wished  to  know  underwhom  they  held 

and  charity  of  t*he  Government,  been'  placed  on  !  ^^'^^ — ^Y  yJrtue  of  the  authority  of  the  President 


the  same  footing  as  other  soldiers,  and  nc  saw  no 
reason  to  extend  further  bounty  to  them.     He  was 


of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  individual  who 
Mimmoned  them  to  the  field?  Until  the  Houae 
generally  in  favor  of,  or  at  least  willing  to  assent  j  received  this  information,  he  was  not  prepared  to 
to,  inquiry ;  but,  unless  presented  to  the  House  in  "^t  on  this  bill  in  any  shape, 
that  shape,  he  must  vote  against  this  proposition.  M'-  Cannon  said  he  did  not  know  that  he  could 
Mr.  Walker  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  di-  j  K'^^  *>'*  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Randolph) 
rect  the  Military  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  I  ^^^  information  he  required  to  enable  him  to  rote 
expediency  of  the  object.  I  for  the  bill  before  the  House.     He  (Mr.  R.)  had 

Mr.  Strother  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  (  *^t«l  }^'^^\  before  he  could  vote  for  this  bill,  he 


the  table  ;  which  motion,  after  some  conversation 
on  the  subject,  was  lost. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
resolution,  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  57, 
nays  70. 

LOSSES  IN  THE  SEMINOLE  WAR. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  for  horses  or 
other  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  during 
the  Seminole  war. 

The  motion  for  indefinite  postpwnement  beinf 
under  consideration — 

Mr.  Gross,  of  New  York,  opposed  the  motion. 
He  thought  the  bill  an  efjuitable  one,  and  deemed 
it  imworthy  of  the  dignity  of  the  House  to  get  rid 

of  it  by  a  question  of  postponement.     The  amount      , , .„»...,«, 

paid  for  the  daily  hire  of  the  horses,  to  their  own- ;  furnished  himself  to  go  to  Fort"  s\."stephens'at 
ers,  did  not  release  the  Grovernment  from  respon- 1  his  own  expense;  but,  about  the  time  of^march- 
sibiiity  for  their  loss,  by  unavoidable  accidents,  or  ing,  were  advised  by  the  Governor  of  the  State  to 
the  negligence  of  the  agents  of  the  Government  in  repair  to  Huntsville,  the  people  of  which  place 
supplying  them  with  forage.  If  the  price  thus  had  become  alarmed  in  consequence  of  informa- 
given  for  the  use  of  the  horse  was  too  high,  it  was  tion  they  had  received  of  a  threatened  invasion  of 
not  now  the  time  to  discuss  that  point ;  it  wr\s  the  \  that  place.  The  volunteers  immediately  repaired 
price  fixed  by  law.  If  the  present  state  of  the  .  to  it,  from  whence  they  proceeded  into  the  Indian 
Treasury  operated  on  gentlemen  to  oppose  this  country,  where,  after  placing  themselves  under  the 
bill,  they  ought  to  come  directly  to  the  point,  and  ^  command  of  General  Jackson,  they  were  organ- 
say  so;  but  such  an  argument  would  not  weigh  ized  into  a  regiment,  known  as  the  Regiment  of 
with  him.  As  to  the  legality  of  the  orders  by  Volunteer  Mounted  Riflemen  ;  the  field  officers  of 
■which  these  men  were  called  into  service,  it  had    which  were  elected  by  the  officers  of  the  different 


wanted  to  know  from  whence  these  officers  held 
their  commissions.  Mr.  C.  said,  although  he  conld 
not  give  this  information,  he  coold  state  to  him 
what  had  taken  place  in  that  country  on  a  former 
occasion,  somewhat  similar  perhaps  to  this.  He 
knew  that  the  citizens  of  Tennessee,  during  the 
late  war  with  England,  on  receiving  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  massacre  at  Fort  Minis,  had  on  that 
occasion  rushed  into  the  service  of  the  country 
without  receiving  any  orders,  either  from  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State, -General  Jackson,  or  any  body 
else.  The  regiment,  he  said,  he  had  the  honor  to 
command,  on  the  first  campaign  in  the  Creek  na- 
tion, was  entirely  of  this  description ;  they  had, 
from  the  strong  impulse  of  patriotic  feeling  that 
was  excited  by  this  horrid  scene,  organized  them- 
selves into  companies,  and  each  man  equipped  and 


never  entered  into  the  heads  of  these  generous 
men  that  they  were  serving  without  authority ; 
their  sole  object  had  been  the  service  of  their  coun- 
try,^ and  they  never  thought  o_f  inquiring  by  what 


companies.  And  in  this  situation,  he  said,  they 
continued  in  the  service  three  months,  and  fought 
the  two  first  battles  in  the  Creek  nation  at  Talle- 
sache  and  Talledega.     He  said  that  during  this 


authority  they  performed  it.     The  President  of  the  |  whole  tour  in  the  service  of  the  United  Sutes,  he 
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himself  never  had  any  coimnission,  nor  did  he 
believe  any  officer  belonging  to  his  regiment  had. 
Notwithstanding  this,  they  had  been  recognised 
by  the  Genera]  Government,  and  paid  as  such, 
without  th«  least  hesitation.  And  he  therefore 
presumed  that  the  officers  of  the  mounted  volun- 
teers had  also  acted  without  any  commissions  on 
the  Seminole  campaign.  They  had  been  called 
into  the  service  by  what  they  supposed  to  be  legal 
authority;  they  knew  that  General  Jackson  was 
an  officer  of  the  Government,  and,  whether  he 
acted  correctly  or  incorrectly,  they  at  least  must 
have  presumed  that  all  was  right,  and  that  he  had 
authority  to  call  for  their  services ;  and  they  sup- 
posed, also,  that  their  services  were  necessary  to 
the  defence  of  the  cotmtry  ;  and,  without  suspect- 
ing the  legality  of  the  proceeding,  or  inquiring  for 
the  authority  of  the  General,  they  again  rulied 
around  the  standard  of  our  country,  have  supported 
it  with  their  usual  bravery,  and  have  encountered 
as  many  hard^hips  and  privations  as  have  been 
known  on  any  former  campaign;  and  it  would 
seem  to  him  that  they  were  equuly  ei^titled  to  re- 
muneration for  their  losses. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  was  aware  that  the  information 
which  had  been  given  to  the  House  on  yesterday, 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Storh8,) 
respecting  the  appropriation  of  ninety  thousand 
dollars,  to  pay  these  mounted  men  for  the  use  of 
their  horses,  was  calculated  to  make  a  strong  im- 
pression, and  excite  a  prejudice  against  the  passage 
of  the  bill.  However,  he  said,  if  the  gentleman 
would  attend  to  the  act  of  Congress  making  the 
appropriation,  he  must  see  that  tnis  appropriation 
was  nut  made  exclusively  to  pay  the  mounted  vol- 
unteers for  the  use  of  their  horses;  for  the  law 
making  the  appropriation  says,  "for  the  expenses 
of  the  mounted  volunteers,  ninety  thousand  dol- 
lars," which  law  Mr.  C.  read  to  the  House.  From 
the  law  itself,  he  said,  he  thought  it  would  be  seen 
that  the  appropriation  was  not  intended  for  this 
narticular  part  of  the  expenses,  but  was  intended 
for  the  whole  expenses ;  at  least  there  •was  no  ex- 
pression in  the  law  that  had  at  all  specified  that 
part  of  the  expenses  of  the  mounted  volunteers,  as 
nad  been  contended,  for  the  whole  amount  was 
appropriated.  However,  he  said,  he  had  only 
contended  that  it  was  to  cover  something  more 
than  to  pay  them  forty  cents  per  day  for  the  use  of 
their  horses,  and  that,  after  the  views  that  had 
been  given  to  the  House  yesterday,  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  on  this  point,  he  had  taken 
some  pains  to  ascertain  the  fact;  that  he  had  that 
morning  addressed  a  note  to  the  Paymaster  Gen- 
eral on  the  subject,  and  the  answer  wa.s,  that  the 
appropriation  was  made  to  cover  other  claims, 
that  remained  unpaid,  that  had  accrued  during  the 
late  war  with  England,  as  well  as  the  volunteer 
mounted  men  on  the  Seminole  campaign.  This, 
he  said,  was  a  further  confirmation  of  the  correct- 
ness of  the  statement  he  had  made,  if  any  thing 
besides  the  law  it&elf  had  been  necessary  to  show 
it  He  said  he  knew  himself  that  there  were 
many  claims  for  pay,  for  the  use  of  horses,  that 
had  originated  in  the  late  war  between  this  coun- 
try and  England,  that  remained  yet  unpaid:  he 


had  himself  received  a  great  number  of  them  since 
the  meeting  of  the  present  Congress,  which  are 
only  just  DOW  forwarded  to  the  proper  department 
for  settlement ;  and  it  was  the  Knowledge  of  this 
fact  that  made  him  suppose  that  the  appropriation 
that  had  been  alluded  to  was  intended  to  cover 
something  more  than  barely  to  pay  the  mounted 
volunteers  on  the  Seminole  campaign  for  the  use 
of  their  horses.  In  this  opinion,  he  said,  be  was 
borne  out  by  the  expression  of  the  law  itself;  and 
if  in  it  he  was  wrong,  it  .seems  that  the  Paymaster 
General  must  have  l^n  mistaken  also,  which  he 
did  not  think  at  all  probable.  But,  he  said,  the 
geutlemun  from  New  York,  when  he  made  the 
motion  to  po.stpone  the  bill  indefinitely,  seemed  to 
found  his  objection  on  the  phraseology  of  a  par- 
ticular part  of  the  bill.  Mr.  C.  said  He  could  not 
believe  that  the  House  would  think  this  a  sufficient 
ground  to  reject  the  bill,  (for  such  was  the  effect 
of  the  motion  if  it  was  carried,)  for,  he  said,  he 
would  agree  to  have  the  words  the  gentleman  ob- 
jected to  stricken  out,  rather  than  the  bill  should 
DC  lost ;  for  he  did  not  think  them  of  much  im- 
portance any  way.  However,  he  saw  no  neces- 
sity for  striking  tnem  out  of  the  bill,  as  he  did  not 
a{^rehcnd  that  too  great  latitude  would  be  given 
in  its  construction  as  it  now  .stood. 

The  ffcntleman  from -New  York  (Mr.  Storas) 
had  called  the  former  law  passed  on  this  subject  a 
gratuity  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  and  con- 
tended that  there  was  no  obligation  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  to  pay  for  such  losses.  On  this 
point,  Mr.  C.  said,  ae  held  quite  a  different  doc- 
trine ;  he  contended  that  there  was  an  obligation 
on  the  Government ;  that  there  was  an  implied 
contract  between  the  Government  and  the  individ- 
ual entering  its  service ;  each  had  something  to 
perform,  and  either  party  failing  to  fulfil  its  obli- 
gation, was  responsible  to  the  otner  for  the  iniury 
or  loss  sustained  in  consequence  of  such  failure. 
He  said  he  did  not  profess  to  be  a  lawyer,  but  in 
this  position  he  believed  he  was  borne  out  by  the 
decisions  of  the  common  courts  of  our  country  ; 
and  he  thought  the  principle  a  correct  one:  and 
where  mounted  troops  were  received  into  the  ser- 
vice, it  was  as  much  the  duty  of  the  Government 
to  furnish  iorage  for  the  horse  as  rations  for  the 
rider.  This  he  viewed  as  an  obligation  implied  on 
the  part  of  the  Government ;  therefore,  any  lasses 
that  may  accrue  to  any  individual,  thus  entering 
its  service,  in  consequence  of  such  a  failure,  ought 
to  be  sustained  by  the  Government  itself,  and  not 
the  individual,  (m  all  cases  where  it  had  happened 
without  any  fault  or  neglect  on  his  part)  Gentle- 
men, he  said,  talked  about  remuneration  for  losses 
sustained  in  this  way  being  an  act  of  liberality  on 
the  part  of  the  Government.  Sir,  said  he,  I  do 
not  ask  it  as  an  act  of  liberality :  I  ask  it  for  these 
people  as  an  act  of  strict  justice.  He  held  the 
opinion,  that,  if  it  was  not  already,  it  ought  to  be, 
a  fixed  and  permanent  principle  in  the  laws  of  our 
Government  that  any  individual  who  shall  make 
a  sacrifice  of  his  property,  or  lose  it  in  this  way, 
in  defence  of  the  country,  should  be  remunerated. 
It  was  too  much,  he  said,  to  expect  of  any  person 
to  encounter  the  fatigue  and  hardship  thiat  these 
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Dcople  had  encountered,  and  then  compel  them, 
besides,  to  bear  the  loss  of  all  the  property  they  had 
on  earth  ;  for,  he  had  no  doubt,  that  was  in  fact 
the  situation  of  some,  or  would  be  in  the  event  this 
bill  was  rejected.     The  horse  they  rode,  and  equi- 
page for  the  service,  was,  no  doubt,  in  many  ca.«;es, 
their  whole  property.    And  are  gentlemen  prepared 
to  adopt  the  principle,  that  a  man  shall  deprive 
himself  of  all  comfort,  encounter  every  fatigue  and 
hardship,  in  the  service  of  his  country,  after  losing 
his  horse,  wade  and  plunge  through  the  lakes  and 
swamps  of  Florida,  hundreds  of  miles,  at  the  risk 
of  his  life  or  the  destruction  of  his  constitution,  and 
add  to  this  calamity  of  the  patriot  the  loss  of  every 
thinff  he  had  on  earth  ?    However  little  it  may  be,  | 
it  is  nis  all.  and  is  equally  as  interesting  to  him  as 
though  he  nad  thousands. 

He  put  it,  he  said,  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  as  well  as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  to 
reflect  a  little,  and  think  how  they  would  feel,  in 
case  they  themselves  were  in  that  situation,  and 
had  lost  every  thing  they  were  in  possession  of,  as 
to  property,  m  defence  of  their  country,  and  that 
same  country  was  to  refuse  to  make  them  any 
remuneration.      Sir,  said   Mr.  C,  the   situation 
of  our  Treasury  is  no  obstacle  in  my  way  ;  the 
deficit  of  five  millions  is  not  a  sufficient   argu- 
ment against  the  just  claim   of  these  people  for 
remuneration  for  their  losses.     If  the  deficit  was 
even  greater  than  it  is,  it  would  not  influence  my 
decision  on  this  subject ;  for  I  would,  as  I  have 
said  before,  lay  taxes  on  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  if  it  were   necessary,    to  pay  them;  and 
more,  sir,  I  would  even  tax  a  single  State,  rather 
than  see  the  burden  entirely  fall  on  these  patriotic 
individuals,  who  are  the  least  of  all  others  able  to 
bear  it.     Mr.  C.  repeated  that  he  would  not  be 
drawn  into  the  discussion  of  the  conduct  of  General 
J»ckson ;  he  took  occasion,  however,  to  say,  that 
he  was  not  an  advocate  for  his  conduct ;  but  the 
conduct  of  that  officer,  whether  legal  or  illegal, 
had  no  relation  to  the  question  before  the  House. 
If  General  Jackson,  or  even  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  had  violated  any  trust  that  had  been 
reposed  in  them,  when  the  fact  was  ascertained,  he 


been  in  service  and  been  paid  for  his  losses,  while 


was  willing  to  go  as  far  as  any  member  of  the 
House  to  have  the  proper  punishment  inflicted  ; 
but,  m  this  he  would  be  strictly  governed  by  the 
provbions  of  the  Constitution.  If  any  gentleman 
should  think  that  any  officer  of  the  (Government, 
whether  in  the  Cabinet  or  field,  has  done  wrong, 
respecting  the  Seminole  campaign,  let  them  call 
them  to  account  in  a  proper  way  ;  go  at  the  officer 
who  has  thus  acted,  promptly  and  fairly,  but  do 
not  let  the  whole  misfortune  fall  on  the  innocent 
and  unfortunate  soldier,  (who  is  bound  by  your 
laws  to  obey  whom.soever  you  think  pro|>er  to  place 
over  him,)  by  withholding  from  him  just  remune- 
ration for  his  losses.  It  is  only  asked,  that  you 
will  extend  in  this  case  to  a  few  sufferers  the  same 
justice  that  you  have  heretofore  extended  to  hun- 
dreds, perhaps  thousands,  who  have  sustained  losses 
in  a  similar  way.  If  you  withhold  it,  you  will  not 
only  be  guilty  of  injustice  between  citizen  and  cit- 
izen, but  also,  in  many  instances,  between  brother 
and  brother,  as  will  in  fact  be  the  case :  one  has 


another,  having  stistained  losses  in  the  same  way 
could  be  refused.  And  it  certainly  is  a  good  prin- 
ciple in  any  Government,  not  only  to  «fo  justice 
but  to  extend  equal  justice  to  all  who  have  claims 
of  the  same  nature.  This  is  the  object  of  the  bill 
before  the  House,  and  he  thought  it  was  suffici- 
ently guarded  to  prevent  any  frauds  from  being 
practised  on  the  Government.  If  such  things  were 
attempted,  thev  would  be  detected  by  that  vigilant 
officer  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  act  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law,  in  settlingthese  claims.  There- 
fore he  hoped  the  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  in- 
definitely would  not  succeed. 

Mr.  Storrs  said,  that,  according  to  the  esti- 
mate on  which  this  appropriation  of  89e',000  was 
founded,  the  money  was  to  pay  for  the  mounted 
volunteers  in  the  Seminole  war.     If,  indeed,  as  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  seemed  to  think,  the 
moiiey  appropriated  for  that  purpose  had  been  oth- 
erwise applied,  it  would  be  better  to  give  up  at 
once  the  power  of  this  House  over  the  disburse- 
ments of  public  moneys,  and  appropriate  a  gross 
sum  annually  for  military  purposes,  and  leave  the 
disposition  of  the  whole  to  the  discretion  of  the 
War  Department.     If  this  misapplication  of  ap- 
propriated moneys  had  taken  place,  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying  it  would  have  been  a  trick  and 
a  fraud  practised  on  the  House.     Where  money  is 
appropriated  for  a  specific  object,  under  the  esti- 
mate of  the  Head  of  any  Department,  it  was  not 
for  that  Department  afterwards  to  tell  this  House 
that  they  wanted  it  for  a  purpose  different  from 
that  for  which  it  was  actually  appropriated.     Ap- 
propriations must  be  applied'  strictly  to  their  ob- 
jects.    Depart  from  this  principle,  and  there  was 
an  end  to  all  utility  in  appropriation.     Recurritig 
to  the  bill  before  the  House,  Mr.  S.  said  he  objected 
to  all  general  provisions  for  paying  claims.     It 
would  be  recollected  that  Congress  had  found  it 
neces.sary  promptly  to  interpose  for  the  purpose  of 
checking  disbursements  under  the  claims  law  which 
was  attempted  to  be  made  a  precedent  for  this  bill. 
You  pass  a  law,  said  Mr.  S.,  containing  general  pro- 
visions for  paying  a  certain  description  of  claims, 
and  the  execution  of  this  law  is  intrusted  to  some 
subordinate  officer  of  the  Government,  who  may 
take  it  into  his  head  to  consider  our  intention  to 
have  been  different  from  what  it  appears  to  be,  as, 
from  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, It  appears  the  Paymaster  General  did  about  the 
appropriation  for  paying  for  the  use  of  the  horses 
emoloyed  in  the  Seminole  war.      These  things 
will  happen,  and  the  only  security  we  have  against 
such  misapprehensions,  is,  to  legislate  for  particu- 
lar cases  as  they  arise.     Mr.  S.  would  not  now,  be 
'^aid,  enter  into  the  general  question  of  the  legality 
of  the  orders  by  which  these  volunteers  were  called 
into  service  ;  but  he  would  state,  for  the  satisfac- 
tion of  gentlemen,  that  the  House  might  expect  a 
report  on  this  subject,  at  a  future  day,  from  a  com- 
mittee of  which  he  had  the  honor  to  be  the  chair- 
man.    But  there  was  one  thing,  he  said,  which 
he  knew  not  how  he  could  ever  understand,  and 
on  which  the  House  would  probably  be  left  in  the 
dark.     There  were  officers  engaged  in  that  expe- 


dition who  were  not  known  to  the  law  at  all — such 
as  commissaries,  assistant  inspector  generals,  ad- 
jutant generals,  and  one  major  general.  As  for 
the  Indians,  be  was  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  how 
or  where  they  got  their  grades  of  office.  Being 
an  independent  nation,  possibly  they  derived  their 
rank  from  the  council  of  their  own  nation,  for 
there  was  certainly  nothing  in  our  laws  to  author- 
ize the  appointment  of  Indian  officers.  He  hoped 
the  bill  would  be  indefinitely  postponed.  Should 
this  motion  prevail,  he  pledged  himself,  so  far  as 
he  was  concerned,  to  give  a  fair  consideration  to 
cases,  coming  singly  before  the  House,  of  such 
claims  as  would  be  embraced  by  the  bill  if  passed 
into  a  law. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  said  he  had  not  in- 
tended again  to  trouble  tne  House  on  this  question. 
Some  remarks,  however,  from  an  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  (Mr.  Gross,)  deserved  no- 
tice. That  honorable  gentleman  had  been  pleased 
to  say  that  it  was  unworthy  the  dignity  of  this 
HoQse  to  get  rid  of  this  question  in  this  way.  Mr. 
J.  said  he  did  not  precisely  understand  the  gentle- 
man ;  he  did  not  know  what  he  meant  by  the  dig- 
nity of  thLs  House.  Was  it  unworthy  the  dignity 
of  this  House  to  get  rid  of  an  unjust  claim — a 
claim  preferred  by  individuals  who  have  violated 
the  laws  of  their  country,  and  violated  the  laws  of 
nations,  too?  If  this  be  undignified  in  hit  opinion, 
said  Mr.  J.,  I  shall  not  ask  the  worthy  gentleman 
from  New  York  to  permit  his  standard  of  dignity 
to  square  ny  actions.  I  consider  the  dignity  of 
this  House  essentially  dependent  on  a  due  obser- 
vance of  the  Constitution  of  the  country,  and  of 
the  laws  of  nations ;  and  shall  we  be  told  that  we 
prostrate  that  dignity  when  we  ask  of  those  who 
claim  of  us  by  what  authority  they  claim  7  This 
argument  may  have  weight  with  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  but  it  is  worse  than  dust  in  the 
balance  with  those  who  weigh  their  honor  and 
dignity  in  the  same  scales  as  I  do.  Neither  would 
the  poverty  of  the  Treasury,  I  hope,  induce  any 
gentleman  to  reject  a  claim  presented  to  us,  were 
that  claim  founded  in  justice. 

The  same  gentleman  has  told  the  House,  said 
Mr.  J.,  that  tkf  Presidrnt  had  made  no  complaint 
that  the  General  had  violated  his  orders ;  and  inti- 
mated that  until  the  President  complained  we  ought 
to  take  it  for  granted,  although  the  letter  and  the 
record  to  the  contrary  are  both  before  us,  that  he 
did  not.  I,  said  Mr.  J.,  take  nothing  for  granted 
which  is  capable  of  demonstration,  until  the  test 
has  been  applied.  Look  at  the  order  given  to  this 
commander-in-chief,  and  let  us  examine  for  our- 
seves  whether  he  conformed  to  his  orders.  Mr.  J. 
then  quoted  the  letter  from  the  War  Department 
to  General  Jackson,  directing  him  to  repair  to  the 
frontier  and  take  command  of  the  forces  assembled 
there,  and,  if  he  considered  an  additional  force 
necessary,  authorizing  him  "to  call  on  the  Exec- 
utives of  the  adjoining  States  for  detachments  of 
the  militia,"  dtc.  That,  he  said,  was  the  order ; 
and  he  asked  whether  the  President  of  the  United 
States  could  have  given  General  Jackson  any  other 
orders  ?  Could  the  President  himself  have  accept- 
ed the  service  of  volunteers  ?     If  he  had  so  done. 


the  President  of  the  United  States,  like  the  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  Southern  division,  would 
have  violated  the  laws  of  the  country.  The  sev- 
eral laws  passed  during  the  late  war  with  Gh^t 
Britain,  authorizing  the  President  to  accept  the 
service  of  volunteers,  had  at  that  time  either  ex- 
pired, or  been  repealed  at  the  close  of  the  war,  io 
1815.  The  President,  Mr.  J.  said,  could  confer  oit 
military  officers  no  higher  power  than  he  himself 
possessed.  During  the  late  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain. Congress  thought  it  proper  to  pass  a  law  to 
authorize  the  President  to  accept  the  services  of 
volunteers,  because  the  Constitution  had  prescribed 
the  mode  in  which  armies  should  be  raised  and 
officered.  It  is  this  charter,  said  Mr.  J.,  which 
breathes  into  the  President — into  every  officer  of 
the  Government — all  the  power  he  can  legally  or 
rightfully  exercise ;  and  it  has  made  it  necessary 
that  all  armies,  of  every  description,  shall  be  raised 
by  authority  of  this  House.  Such  laws  having 
been  passed  when  they  were  necessary,  they  were 
repealed  when  the  representatives  of  the  people 
saw  that  there  was  no  longer  any  occasion  for  a 
force  of  this  description.  When  we  were  at  peace 
with  all  the  world,  said  Mr.  J.,  it  was  not  even 
dreamed  of,  that,  to  chastise  a  petty  Indian  tribe, 
and  a  few  runaway  negroes,  it  would  be  necessary 
for  an  additional  army  to  be  raised.  No,  Mr.  J. 
said,  it  was  expected  that  the  ■militia  should  be  called 
out,  if  necessary,  who  were  always  ready,  when 
called  upon,  to  march  in  defence  of  the  country. 
He  contended,  therefore,  that  this  force  of  two 
thousand  five  hundred  men — one  thousand  five 
hundred  Indians  and  one  thousand  mounted  gun- 
men— had  been  raised,  not  only  without  any  au- 
thority, but  directly  against  the  law  of  the  coun- 
try ;  and  that  these  persons  had  no  claim  on  the 
United  States,  even  for  the  payment  of  their  wages, 
much  less  for  payment  for  contingent  losses. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  had  adverted  to  the  state  of  the 
Treasury,  not,  as  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
seemed  to  suppose,  to  get  rid  of  a  just  debt.  Far 
from  it.  He  would  mortgage  the  soil,  he  would 
tax  the  people  as  long  as  they  could  bear  taxes,  to 
pay  the  just  debts  of  the  nation.  He  had  adverted 
to  the  state  of  the  Treasury  to  show  the  important 
fact  that  our  receipts  were  already  less  than  our 
expenditures ;  and  that  it  was  by  the  great  increase 
of  our  expenditures,  and  allowing  the  Executive 
officers  to  expend  money  without  previous  author- 
ity, that  this  state  of  things  had  been  produced. 
The  President,  said  Mr.  J.,  directs  an  officer  to  call 
militia  into  service ;  the  officer  calls  into  service 
a  different  force,  of  mounted  gunmen,  and  you  are 
then  told  you  will  prostrate  your  dignity  unless 
you  pay  all  that  is  demanded  of  you  !  I  would  not 
permit  any  individual,  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States  downwards,  to  transcend  appropria- 
tions by  a  single  cent.  The  President  is  oound  to 
see  the  laws  executed,  and  he  ought  not  to  permit 
them  to  be  transcended.  Look  through  all  the  roll  of 
public  officers,  you  can  find  scarcely  one  who  has 
not  exceeded  tne  appropriations  made  by  law  in 
his  expenditures.  You  appoint  a  Commissioner 
of  Public  Buildings,  to  buy  bricks  and  lime,  and  to 
hire  bricklayers  and  carpenters — to  do  what  is  a 
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matter  of  calculation — and  eren  he  feels  himself 
justified  to  exceed  your  appropriations  by  ninety 
or  an  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  expenses  for 
the  Navy  this  year  have  exceeded  the  appropria- 
tion by  five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  What  is 
the  excess  of  the  Military  expenditure,  we  do  not 
know.  I  ask,  said  Mr.  J.,  if  it  be  not  time  to  arrest 
this  progress — this  fearful  and  dangerous  process 
—to  ruin  ?  The  moment  the  oflBcers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment should  by  precedent,  by  the  acquiescence 
of  Congress,  be  permitted  to  prescribe  the  rule  of 
their  own  action,  and  di:iregard  the  rule  prescribed 
for  them,  the  nation  would  indeed  be  going  head- 
long to  ruin. 

One  word  only  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  who  had  asked  why  a  distinction  should 
be  made— why  Congress  should  pay  that  portion 
of  our  citizens  who  had  volunteered  their  services 
during  the  British  war,  and  should  refuse  to  pay  \ 
those  who  had  served  during  the  Seminole  cam- 
paign. Could  the  gentleman,  Mr.  J.  said,  have  ' 
reflected  a  moment,  and  not  have  anticipated  the  j 
answer  ?  The  one  was  a  Constitutional  war,  de-  ' 
dared  by  Congress— -neither  made  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  nor  by  any  officer  su- 
bordinate to  him.  The  call  for  volunteers  in  that 
war  was  made  under  an  existing  law,  passed  by 
Congress,  authorizing  the  accepunce  of  the  ser- 
vices of  volunteers.  For  services  rendered  by  such 
volunteers,  Congress  were  bound  to  pay  and  indem- 
nify them  for  losses  where  they  were  of  such  a 
character,  as,  by  right,  and  the  usages  of  war,  the 
nation  ought  to  have  compensated.  In  the  other 
case,  the  volunteers  had  gone  into  service  without 
authority,  and  had  no  clami,  either  on  the  justice 
or  liberality  of  Congress.  His  wish  was  to  dis- 
courage such  proceedings  hereafter;  and,  if  the  re- 
jection of  this  claim  was  calculated  to  prevent  any 
commanding  officer  from  hereafter  raising  armies 
on  his  own  responsibility,  the  result  would  be  a 
most  happy  one  for  the  country. 

Mr.  RuEA,  of  Tennessee,  alter  noticing  the  ob- 
^t  of  the  present  bill,  and  briefly  stating  the  ob- 
iections  to  it,  said  that  these  objections  could,  in 
his  opinion,  be  removed.  On  the  2t>th  December, 
1817,  said  he,  the  Secretary  of  War  issued  orders  to 
General  Jackson  to  repair,  with  as  little  delay  as 
practicable,  to  Fort  Scott, and  assume  the  immediate 
command  of  the  forces  in  that  quarter  of  the 
Southern  division ;  that  the  increasing  display  of 
hostile  intentions  by  the  Semmole  Indians,  may 
render  it  necessary  to  concentrate  all  the  contigu- 
ous disposable  force  of  his  division  in  that  quarter; 
that  the  regular  force  there  was  about  eight  hun- 
dred strong,  and  that  one  thousand  militia  of  the 
State  of  Georgia  were  called  into  service;  that 
General  Gaines  estimated  the  strength  of  the  In- 
dians at  twenty-seven  hundred ; and  stotes,  "should 
'  you  be  of  opinion  that  our  numbers  are  too  small 

*  to  beat  the  enemy,  you  will  call  on  the  Executives 

*  of  the  adjacent  Sutes  for  such  an  additional  mili- 

*  tia  force  as  you  may  deem  requisite;"  and,  after 
noticing  several  orders  to  General  Gaines,  con- 
cludes his  letter  by  stating, "  with  this  view  you  may 

*  be  prepared  to  concentrate  your  force,  and  to  adopt 
the  necessary  measures  to  terminate  a  contest 


*■  which  it  has  been  the  desire  of  the  President,  from 
'  considerations  of  humanity,  to  avoid,  but  which  u  • 
'  now  made  necessary  by  their  settled  hostilities." 
I      These  orders  placed  General  Jackson  in  a  sute 
of  great  responsibility,  and  complete  power  ade- 
I  quate  thereto  was  vested  in  him.     On  the  Uth  of 
;  January,  1818,  General  Jackson  received  tliese  or- 
ders,   which   were  imperative  and  urgent.     The 
j  state  of  afiairs  in  the  Southern  country  required 
I  immediate  action.     At  that  time  Major  Muhlen- 
burg,  who  had  attempted,  with  the  regular  force 
under  hi«  command,  to  ^scend  the  Appalachicola 
I  river,   immediately  after  the  massacre  of  Lieut. 
Scott  and  his  partv,  was,  with  his  troop*,  in  danger 
of  being  destroyed  by  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy, 
and  the  people,  on  the  Southern  frontier,  were  li- 
able to  the   horrors  of  murder  and   devastation. 
At  that  time  the  Governor  of  Tennessee  was  at 
Knoxville,  two  hundred  miles  distant  from  Nash- 
ville.    What  was  the  Governor  to  do ;  how  was 
he  to  act  ?  Was  he  to  send  to  the  Governor  of  Ten- 
nessee, desiring  him  to  order  the  requisite  number 
of  militia  to  be  raised?    In  this  event  a  letter,  li- 
able to  accidents,  must  travel  two  hundred  miles, 
and   the  answer  two  hundred  miles,  before  the 
General  would  be  informed  of  the  measure  adopt- 
ed by  the  Governor  to  imbody  the  men;  and  he 
would  be  obliged  afterwards  to  wait  until  the  num- 
ber was  raised,  in  conformity  with  the  militia  laws 
of  Tennessee.     Will  it  be  said  that  General  Jack- 
son, in  the  situation  he  was  in,  and  knowing  the 
military  spirit,  patriotism,  and  activity  of  the  of- 
ficers and  privates  of  the  Tennessee  militia,  as  he 
did,  ought  to  have  so  delayed?     No.     The  safety 
of  the  people  forbade  it.     He  did  that  which  was 
right,  and  it  was  his  duty  to  do.     On  the  day  he 
received  the  orders,  he  appealed  to  the  patriotism 
of  the  people  of  Tennessee.     He  addressed  a  cir- 
cuhir  to  certain  officers  of  tiie  militia,  informing 
them  of  the  state  of  things  in  the  Southern  country; 
that  "the  aid   of  one  thousand  mounted  gunmen 
'  completely  armed  and  c-quipped,  and  to  serve  dur- 
'  mgthecampaign,isaskedof  WtstTenne&see.  Can 
'  you  raise  them,  and  be  ready  for  the  field  in  ten 
'  days?  An  answer  is  expected  in  five  days,  and  it 
'  is  anticipated  that  the  number  required  is  now 
ready.'    And  he  informed  them  that  the  grade  of 
the  officers  was  to  be  determined  by  thern.selve*s  or 
the  platoon  officers  of  the  regimen  t ;  and  the  officers 
raising  companies  were  to  command  them ;  and  re- 
quested the  officers,  and  all  such  as  could  ra  ise  a  com- 
pany, to  meet  him  at  Nashville  on  the  9th  of  tUal 
month. 

On  the  same  Uth  of  January,  1818,  the  General 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  Governor  of  Tennessee, 
then  at  Knoxville,  stating  to  him  that  he  had  re- 
ceived orders  that  day  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  repair  to  Fort  Scott,  Georgia 
with  mstructions  to  call  on  the  Governors  of  the 
neighboring  Sutesfor  such  additional  militia  force 
as  may  be  deemed  necessary  to  co-operate  with  all 
the  disposable  regular  force  of  the  Southern  divis- 
lon,  against  the  bemiooles ;  that  he  had  addressed 
a  circular  to  several  of  the  brave  officers  who  serv- 
ed with  him  during  the  Creek  campaign;  that  a 
timely  address  to  the  patriotism  or  our  citizens 
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ments.  what  would  otherwise  have  to  be  done  by 
draught ;  that  he  had  called  for  one  thousand  mount- 
ed men;  and,  if  the  app.al  did  provo  inejiicacious 
that  he  would  embrace  the  earliest  opportunity  of  i 
making  the  requisition  on  him  for  a  like  number  of ' 
draughted  militia. 

On  the  12th  of  January,  1818,  he  addressed  a  let- 
ter to  the  Secretary  at  War,  acknowledging  the 
receipt  of  his  orders  of  the  26th  of  December ;  that 
be  kmd  aotad  the  contents,  and  would  promptly 
aneai  to  them ;  and  stating  that  he  had  deemed 
it  prudent  and  advisable  to  call  from  the  west  end 
of  Tennessee  for  one  thousand  volunteer  gun-men, 
to  serve  during  the  campaign  ;  that  with  this  force, 
m  conjunction  with  the  regular  troops,  he  could 
act  promptly,  and.  with  the  smiles  of  heaven,  suc- 
cessfully, against  any  force  that  could  be  concen- 
trated by  the  Seminoles  and  their  auxiliaries.  He 
stated  the  reasons  inducing  him  to  will  for  these 
volunteers ;  that  the  eflect  of  the  appeal  he  had 
made  would  be  known  by  the  19th  of  that  month  ; 
that  he  had  written  to  the  Governor  of  Georgia  to 
continue  in  the  field  the  one  thousand  men  required 
by  General  Craines,  and  stated  his  reasons  for  doing 
so;  and  that  he  hoped  to  leave  Nashville  on  the 
22d  of  that  month,  tor  Fort  Scott. 

On  the  19th  of  January,  1818.  he  addressed  a 
letter  to  the  Governor  of  Tennessee,  informing  him 
that  on  that  day  the  officers  had  met  him,  and  re- 
ported that  two  regiments  of  mounted  gunmen 
wonld  rendezvous  at  Fayetteville,  on  the  31st  of 
that  month,  prepared  and  equipped  for  a  tour  of 
six  nu)nths;  and  on  the  20th  of  same  month  he 
wrote  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  from  Nashville, 
stating  that  the  officers  had,  on  the  preceding  day, 
met  him  at  that  place,  and  given  every  assurance 
of  their  ability  to  assemble  two  regiments  of 
mounted  gunmen  by  the  31st  of  that  month,  at 
any  designated  point  within  the  western  partof  that 
State;  that  he  had  ordered  them  to  rendezvous  at 
Fayetteville,  and  that  he  would  leave  Nashville 
on  the  22d  of  that  month,  for  Fort  Scott.  With 
this  letter  he  inclosed  copies  of  letters  from  Colonel 
Arbuckle  and  Major  Muhlenburg.  showing  that 
the  former  must  remain  inactive,  and  that  the  lat- 
ter was  then  in  a  dangerous  situation. 

On  the  21st  January,  1818.  General  Jackson  is- 
sued orders  to  Colonel  A.  P.  Hayne,  Inspector 
General,  to  repair  to  Fayetteville  on  the  31st,  and 
there  muster  and  receive  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  for  six  months,  if  not  sooner  dis- 
charged, two  regiments  of  mounted  volunteers,  and 
to  conduct  them,  by  the  most  direct  and  practicable 
route,  to  Fort  Scott.  General  Jackson  set  out  from 
Nashville  on  the  22d  of  that  month,  for  Fort  Scott. 
Letters  from  Inspector  General  Hayne,  of  the  9th 
and  13th  of  February,  1818,  to  the  Secretary  at 
War,  inform  that  the"  volunteer?  were  mustered 
at  Fayetteville,  and  had  marched  to  the  south  bank 
of  Tennessee  river.  These  proceedings  manifest 
the  promptitude  with  which  General  Jackson  ex- 
ecuted the  orders  of  the  Executive :  and  he  had 
reason  to  expect  that  his  proceedings  would  be  ap- 
proved by  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  and 
by  the  (Governor  of  Tennessee.  His  proceedings 
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were  approved  by  the  Bnei^te  of  the  Unite* 
Sutes,  as  will  appear  by  letters  of  the  28th  Jan- 
uary, of  the  6th  of  February,  and  7th  of  March, 
1«I8,  from  the  Secretary  at  War  to  him. 
^  The  Governor  of  Tennessee,  in  extracts  of  two 
letters,  dated  Murfreesborough,  April  6tb.  1818,  to 
General  Jackson,  states  that  he  had  received  his 
letter  of  the  11th  January,  at  Knoxville,  seat  of 
government;  that  that  lettir  and  his  letter  of  the 
19th  of  January  had  reached  him  bj  the  mail,  and 
states,  '•  your  mode  of  raising  those  troops  met  my 
'  entire  approbation,  and  I  gave  it  my  support,  in 
'  aiding  Captain  Dunlap  in  raising  a  company  of 
'  mounted  volunteers,  at  Southwest  Point,  which, 
'  I  have  since  learned,  joined  your  army  at  Fort 
*  Gadsden."  The  citizens  of  Tennessee  have,  since 
the  earliest  times,  been  in  the  habit  of  voluntarily 
performing  military  duties,  not  only  when  they 
were  part  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  but  also 
when  under  the  government  of  the  territory  sooth 
of  the  river  Ohio,  and  also  since  they  have  been 
the  State  of  Tennessee. 

In  the  years  1776, 1779, 1780,  they  were  engaged 
in  war  with  the  Cherokee  Indians,  and  were  success- 
ful.    In  the  year  1780,  during  the  Revolutionary 
war,  the  British  troops,  aided  by  numerous  bands 
of  tories,  had  overrun  a  great  part  of  Georgia,  of 
South  and  North  Carolina.     The  British  army, 
commanded  by  General  Cornwallis,  after  the  fatal 
battle  of  Camden,  was  advancing  eastwardiy,  and 
the  celebrated  partisan  officer  Ferguson,  with  about 
twelve  hundred  British  and  tories,  had  advanced 
near   to  the  mountains  on  the  east  side;    the»e 
things  being  heard  on  the  west  side  of  the  raoan- 
tains,  a  corps   of  about  eight  or   nine  hundred 
mounted  volunteers,  armed  with  rifles,  assembled 
under  their  respective  Colonels  CampMl,  Shelby, 
and  Sevier  ;  they  crossed  the  mountains,  and,  be- 
ing joined  by  some  volunteers  of  South  and  North 
Carolina!  pursued  Ferguson  and  his  troops,  came 
up  with  and  attacked  him  on  King's  Mountain,  on 
the  7th  of  October,  1780,  and  gained  a  complete 
victory.     Ferguson,  with  several  hundred  ot  his 
troops,  fell  in  the  battle ;  the  residue  taken  prison- 
ers.    On  the  30th  November  1780,  Congress  passed 
a  resolution,  expressing  the  high  sense  entertained 
of  the   spirited  and  military  conduct  of  Colonel 
Campbell,  and  the  officers  and  privates  of  the  mi- 
litia undt'r  his  command,  displayed  in  the  action. 
Mr.  R.  said  he  could  speak  of  the  various  mil- 
itary operations  carried  on  against  the  hostile  In- 
dians, by  volunteers  under  command  of  Greneral 
Sevier,  between  the  years  1784  and  1789,  in  which 
the  Indians  were  defeated.     Soon  after  the  Treaty 
of  Holston,  in  1791,  the  Cherokees  began  another 
.  war,  which  continued  some  years ;  during  which, 
'  the  citizens  of  the  then  territory  south  of  the  river 
Ohio,  were  Irft  to  defend   themselves;  and  they 
did  defend   themselves,  and  forced  the  Indians  to 
beat  rest  for  some  time.    Mr.  R.  said  he  need  not 
I  speak  of  the  military  ardor  and  good  conduct  of 
i  the  militia  of  Tennessee,  under  command  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  during  the  late  Creek  war,  or  of  the 
thousands  of  them  who  were  under  his  command 
in  the  defence  of  New  Orleans,  or  of  the  thousands 
of  them  who  were  at  Mobile,  under  General  Win- 
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Chester.  He  said  he  spoke  of  these  past  erenti, 
to  show  that  the  citizeas  of  Tennessee  were  more 
disposed  to  perform  military  duty  voluntarily  than 
otherwise.  General  Jackson  knew  their  disposition 
and  patriotism,  and  as  he  observed  in  his  letter  of 
the  19th  January,  1818,  had  circumstances  permit- 
ted, and  time  would  hare  allowed,  and  the  emer- 
Eency  demanded  an  appeal  to  the  whole  State,  he 
ad  no  doubt  but  five  thousand  men  could  have 
been  raised.  From  what  has  been  said  on  this 
subject,  it  evidently  follows  that  General  Jackson 
did  not  raise  an  army  of  his  own. 

The  next  point  is,  how  were  these  volunteers 
officered  ?  The  constitution  of  Tennessee  was 
made  in  February,  1796.  It  provides  that  the 
militia  shall  elect  all  officers  imder  the  grade  of 

Sneral  officers  ;  that  the  field  officers  shall  elect 
eir  brif^adier  generals,  and  that  the  brigadier 
generals  and  field  officers  bhall  elect  their  major 
generals.  Hence  it  follows,  that  the  militia  o( 
Tennessee,  when  on  military  duty,  are  under  com- 
mand of  officers  of  their  own  choice.  General 
Jackson,  in  his  circular  to  the  militia  officers,  tells 
them  that  the  grade  of  their  officers  was  to  be  deter- 
mined by  themselves,  or  the  platoon  offictrs  of  the 
regiment,  and  tiie  officers  raising  com{)aiiies  to 
command  them.  When  these  brave  men  met  him 
at  Nashville  on  the  19th  of  January,  and  requested 
him  to  appoint  the  officers,  he  promptly  refused, 
and  replied — "  agree  among  yourselves  as  to  your 
officers."  He  stated  he  would  appoint  Colonel 
Hayne  to  lead  them  to  Fort  Scott.  The  officers 
then  agreed  that  Colonel  R.  H.  Dyer  should  com- 
mand the  first,  and  Colonel  T.  Williamson  the 
second  regiment.  The  other  field  officers  were 
then  agreed  on  by  the  meeting.  The  General  stated 
to  them  the  number  of  officers  on  the  peace  estab- 
lishment ;  the  officers  replied,  that  by  experience 
they  had  found  that  horsemen  required  more  offi- 
cers than  footmen.  He  then  said  to  them,  "or- 
ganize yourselves  in  any  way  you  think  proper :  it 
will  rest  with  the  Government."  This,  then,  said 
Mr.  R.,  appears  to  be  the  state  of  the  ca.se  relative 
to  these  volanteer  officers ;  that  they,  being  offi- 
cers of  the  militia,  did  agree  upon  and  determitie 
their  respective  commands  in  that  brigade  of  toI- 
tmteers.  The  letter  of  Colonel  Hayne,  dated  near 
Fayetteville,  9lh  February,  1818,  to  the  Secretory 
at  War,  further  elucidates  this  subject.  Not  one" 
officer  in  that  brigade  of  volunteers  was  commis- 
sioned by  General  Jackson. 

The  Secretary  at  War,  in  his  letter  of  the  8th 
of  Felaruary,  1818,  to  General  Jackson,  acquaints 
him  with  the  entire  approbation  of  the  President,  of 
all  the  measures  which  he  had  adopted  to  terminate 
the  war  with  the  Indians ;  and  then  states,  that 
"  th«  honor  of  our  Army,  as  well  as  the  interest  of 
'  our  country,  require  that  it  should  be  terminated 
'  as  speedily  as  pos.sible ;  and  the  confidence  re- 
'  posed  in  your  skill  and  promptitude,  assures  us 
'  that  peace  will  be  restored  on  such  conditions  as 
'  will  make  it  honorable  and  permanent."  These 
words  convey,  in  thestrongest  language,  ideasof  the 
most  powerful  effect  on  the  human  mind.  The 
•ame  ideas  are  conveyed,  although  not  in  such 
explicit  and  strong  terms,  in  the  letter  of  the  26th 


December,  1817.  These  words  contain  a  com* 
mand  to  General  Jackson  to  terminate  the  war, 
and  his  skill  and  promptitude  are  relied  on.  These 
words  contain  an  appeal  to  him  for  the  honor  of 
our  Army,  of  which  he  then  was,  and  now  is,  an 
officer  of  the  highest  grade.  They  contain  an 
appeal  to  him  as  a  patriot,  for  the  interest  of  our 
country.  He  was  commanded  to  terminate  the 
war  as  speedily  as  practicable,  and  ample  power 
was  confided  to  him  to  terminate  it.  Suppose  he 
had  not  exercised  that  power  ?  He  did  exercise  it. 
He  could  not  terminate  the  war  without  additional 
force.  He  called  for  that  additional  force;  it  arohe, 
it  came  voluntarily,  in  a  manner  instontaneously, 
com|)osed  of  as  brave  men  as  ever  faced  dangiT. 
The  war  was  terminated  to  the  honor  of  our  army 
and  the  interest  of  our  country,  without  violating 
the  Constitution  of  the  Unitea  States,  or  the  con- 
stitution of  Tennessee. 

The  people  of  Tennessee  have  for  many  years 
been  fighting  for  the  hoaor  and  interest  of  our 
country  ;  and,  wherever  they  fought,  they  have  beea 
successful.  Previous  to  the  late  Seminole  war, 
they  had  put  down  all  the  contiguous  hostile  tribes 
of  Indians,  and  were  in  peace,  in  safety,  and  out 
of  danger.  What  but  pure  patriotism,  could  in- 
duce one  thousand  brave  men  voluntarily  to  rise 
and  leave  their  comforuble  homes,  in  the  most 
inclement  season  of  the  year,  to  inarch  hundreds 
of  miles,  encountering  nunger,  cold,  and  hard- 
ships of  every  kind,  in  swamps,  rooras-scs,  and 
deserts,  pasMngdeep  waters,  and  .swimming  rivers 9 
They  encountered  these  difficulties ;  they  fought 
with  a  savage  enemy — that  enemy  was  subdued, 
and  peace  restortd  to  our  Southern  frontier^.  To 
the  suffering  of  such  privatioiu.  and  enduring 
such  hard>hips,  and  fighting  with  such  an  enemy, 
the  consideration  of  pay  was  nothing  to  these  vol- 
unteers ;  but  they  have  the  greatest  reward,  the 
approbation  of  the  great  majority,  if  not  all,  of 
the  people  of  this  nation  ;  and  they  have  the  ap- 
probation of  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes, 
and  the  voice  of  the  people  is  with  him. 

I  hope,  said  Mr.  R.,  this  bill  will  not  be  post- 
poned, but  that  it  will  become  a  law  ;  to  the  end, 
that  the  patriotic  volunteers  who  accompanied 
General  Jackson  may  be  indemnified  for  their  prop- 
erty lost  in  that  war.  He  .>«id,  that,  in  the  coarse 
of  his  observations,  he  had  unavoidably  been  led 
to  notice  some  of  the  exi.Ttions  made  to  support 
the  honor  and  safety  of  the  United  States  by  the 
people  of  Tennessee,  one  of  who.'«e  Representatives 
he  had  the  honor  to  be,  and  that  he  ever  would 
rejoice  in  being  the  Representative  of  such  people. 

Mr.  Gross,  of  New  York,  said,  he  had  not 
given  it  as  his  opinion,  that  it  does  not  become 
the  dignity  of  the  House  to  get  rid  of  an  unjust 
claim.  It  the  claim  was  unjust,  it  would  be  better 
to  meet  a  claim  directly  than  to  got  rid  of  it  in  a 
sideway  manner.  But  he  could  not  conceive 
wherein  was  the  injustice  of  this  claim.  Wa.«  it 
unjust,  when  citizens  were  in  the  service  of  their 
country,  and  lost  their  property  by  the  neglect  of 
its  officers,  that  they  should  be  compensated  for 
the  loss  7  Was  this  demand  less  just  because  they 
had  magnanimously  answered  the  call  of  General 
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Jackson  to  follow  him  to  the  field  in  defence  of 
their  country,  when  he  was  certain  of  the  appro- 
bation by  the  country  of  his  conduct,  and  no  ob- 
jection to  it  was  made  by  the  only  person  who*e 
authority  could  be  supposed  to  be  encroached  upon  ? 
Had  this  person,  the  Governor  of  Tennessee,  com- 
plained (A  Gen.  Jackson's  conduct?  Had  he  shown 
any  disapprobation  of  it,  or  made  any  remonstrance 
against  this  act  of  the  General?  No,  sir,  said  Mr. 
G. ;  he,  too,  I  presume,  felt  and  acted  from  the 
same  patriotic  motives  as  these  volunteers.  When 
measures  were  taken  to  save  his  country,  he  did 
not  sund  upon  his  dignity.  Bo  far  from  it,  that 
it  appears, >^oiu  every  thing  we  see,  that  the  CJov- 
emor  approved  the  whole  conduct  of  General  Jack- 
son. But  suppose  the  Governor  had  even  found 
fault  with  it,  does  it  appear,  said  Mr.  G.,  that  these 
generous  Tennes.seeans  had  any  other  object  in 
view  than  the  public  good  ?  Is  it  just,  tnen,  in 
answer  to  these  claims  for  losses  sustained,  to  tell 
them,  you  acted  under  the  authority  and  direction 
of  a  man  who  had  not  a  strict  legal  right  to  call 
for  your  services  ?  Notwithstanding  I  am  as  sen- 
sible as  any  one  can  be  of  my  want  of  experience 
in  these  matters.  I  must  confess,  said  Mr.  G.,  I 
do  not  think  it  tne  proper  course.  As  for  the  ap 
probation  which  had  been  spoken  of,  it  was  notn- 
ing  to  the  purpose  in  the  present  debate ;  it  was 
not  made  for  tne  purpose  ol  paying  for  the  loss  of 
the  horses,  but  for  the  use  of  them.  Under  the 
present  laws,  a  volunteer  losing  his  horse,  gets 
nothing  for  him.  If  this  was  justice  or  equity, 
Mr.  G.  confessed  he  did  not  well  undersund  them. 
Mr.  Jones  said,  when  these  mounted  volunteers 
were  called  into  service,  it  was  on  the  condition 
of  receiving  a  certain  sum  per  month  for  their  ser- 
vices, and'a  certain  amount  per  day  for  the  use  of 
each  horse ;  and  the  Government  had  further  con- 
tracted to  furnish  the  men  with  provisions  and 
their  horses  with  forage.  From  the  failure  in  the 
latter  particular,  many  of  them  lost  their  horses. 
Ought  not  the  Government  to  compensate  their 
loss  ?  But,  it  was  said,  these  men  had  been  acting 
without  authority  from  their  country,  and  there- 
fore ought  not  be  paid.  It  would  be  well  for  as 
to  remember,  said  Mr.  J.,  that  not  only  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  has  recognised  the  le- 
gality of  their  service,  but  that  Congress  itsdf  has 
passed  a  law  to  pay  these  men  for  their  services. 
Had  not  Congress,  Mr.  J.  asked,  by  so  doing,  sanc- 
tioned the  employment  of  these  men?  He  con- 
tended it  had.  With  respect  to  the  commissions 
i»ued  to  the  officers  commanding  these  volunteers, 
respecting  which  an  inquiry  had  been  made  by 
the  ffentleman  from  Virginia,  Mr.  J.  said  he  did 
not  know  that  they  bad  any,  except  the  voice  of 
those  whom  they  commanded.  He  had  himself, 
he  said,  had  the  honor  to  command  a  volunteer 
corps  for  three  or  four  months,  and  he  never  had 
a  commi.tsion.  The  Government  recognised  and 
paid  him  for  his  services,  though  without  a  com- 
mission ;  and  they  had  in  the  same  manaer  paid 
others  doing  the  same  labor — fighting  the  battles 
of  their  country.  These  men,  he  added,  did  not 
claim  as  a  fovor,  but  as  a  matter  of  right,  the  pay- 
ment for  their  horses  killed  in  battle  or  perished 


for  want  of  food.  And,  Mr.  J.  said,  something 
was  due,  in  acting  on  this  subject,  to  good  policy; 
which  seemed  to  him  to  require  that  Congress 
should  not  disappoint  that  confidence  which  the 
soldier  has  that  he  will  be  paid  by  the  Crovemraent 
for  his  services  and  losses.  If  this  bill  should  not 
pass,  the  effect  of  the  refusal  might  be  expected  to 
be  found  in  the  event  of  another  war,  if  their  ser- 
vices should  be  again  wanting. 

Mr.  Cai«i«on  spoke  to  the  point  of  the  appro- 
priation of  $90,000,  said  to  have  been  appropriated 
for  paying  for  the  mounted  men  employed  in  the 
Seminole  war.  To  satisfy  himself  on  this  sub- 
ject, he  had  addressed  a  note  to  the  Paymaster 
General,  to  which  he  had  just  receivedtinan.swer, 
which  he  read  to  show  that  his  first  impressions 
on  the  subject  were  now  confirmed.  (This  note 
gave  direct  but  brief  answers  to  several  questions 
propounded  by  Mr.  C,  the  most  material  of  which 
was,  whether  a  part  of  the  SW.OOO  in  question 
had  not  been  applied  to  the  payment  for  the  use 
of  horses  during  the  late  war  with  Er^land,  which 
had  not  been  previously  paid  for?  To  which  the 
answer  was.  Yes.]  If,  Mr.  C.  said,  the  Secretary 
of  War,  or  any  one  else,  had  devij^ted  from  the 
letter  of  the  appropriation  in  this  or  any  other 
case,  he  hoped  the  House  would  not  visit  his  sins 
upon  the  citizen  soldiers  of  the  country.  And  fur- 
ther, without  going  into  the  question  of  legality  of 
orders,  or  becoming  the  advocate  of  the  Major 
General  in  respect  to  that  campaign,  he  would  say 
thus  much :  if  that  officer  had  acted  incorrectly, 
let  the  punishment  fall  on  him,  and  not  on  those 
who  acted  under  him  in  a  subordinate  capacity. 
Mr.  C.  said  he  would  go  as  far  a>  any  one,  where 
an  officer  had,  as  was  now  contended,  trampled 
on  the  liberties  of  the  country,  to  punish  him  there- 
for, but,  said  he,  we  have  no  right  to  extend  the 
punishment  to  those  who  ranged  themselves  undet 
the  officers  whom  you  have  appointed  to  com- 
mand. 

Mr.  JoH!f»ON,  of  Virginia,  said  he  did  not  rise 
to  enter  anew  into  the  discussion  of  thi;;  subject, 
but  to  notice  a  remark  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, over  the  way.  If  any  thing  could  go  to 
show  the  danger  of  precedent  in  this  Government, 
the  case  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
(Mr.  JoifEs)  would  eonclusirely  confirm  it.  To 
what,  said  Mr.  J.,  are  we  referred  ?  To  the  ap- 
propriation of  last  session  for  the  pay  of  those  per- 
sons engaged  in  the  Seminole  expedition.  And  I 
ask  those  members,  who  were  members  of  the  last 
Congress,  to  say  what  was  the  state  of  facts  on 
this  subject  ?  Did  we  know  at  the  time  that  three 
or  four  weeks  were  spent  in  the  discussion  of  the 
question,  arising  out  of  the  Seminole  war,  that 
General  Jackson  had,  of  his  own  authority;  organ- 
ized a  volunteer  force?  No,  sir;  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  or  the  Secretary  of  War,  for 
reasons  best  known  to  themselves,  did  not  trans- 
mit to  Congress  the  docunient  establishing  that 
fact.  It  was  just  at  the  close  of  the  session  that, 
in  a  report  made  by  a  committee  of  the  Senate, 
the  document  was  first  disclosed.  We,  said  Mr. 
J.,  until  that  report  was  made,  knew  nothing  either 
of  the  use  of  these  volunteers,  or  of  the  order  to 
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General  Gaines  to  take  possession  of  St.  Augus- 
tine.    This  fact  came  out  in  consequence  of  an  in- 
vestigation by  the  Senate  committee.    Is,  then, 
our  appropriation,  made  in  general  terms,  to  be 
construed  as  sanctioning  this  abuse  of  authority  ? 
But  the  gentleman  on  my  right  (Mr.  Cannon) 
says,  if  any  sin  has  been  committed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, or  the  military  commander,  we  ought  not  to 
visit, it  on  the  heads  of  the  soldiers.     Mr.  J.  said 
he  did  not  mean  so  to  do;  but  to  refuse  them  pay- 
ment of  a  claim  set  up  for  having  done  that  which 
they  had  no  right  to  do.     No  commander  could 
have  raised  these  troops  without  their  own  con- 
sent ;  for  it  is  vain  to  tell  me,  said  Mr.  J.,  that,  if 
anv  portion  of  the  people  of  this  country  should  be 
called  on  to  leave  their  homes  to  make  a  military  ex- 
cursion beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States, 
they  ought  to  set  forth  without  first  inquiring  whe- 
ther the  laws  of  the  country  justify  the  expedition. 
Mr.    Smith,   of  Maryland,   sajd    the  question 
now  seemed  to  be,  whether  the  war  carried  on 
against  the  Seminole  Indians  was  a  legal  war.    If, 
by  a  legal  war,  gentlemen  meant  a  war  preceded 
by  a  declaration  by  Congress,  it  was  not.     But  it 
was  an  authorized  war,  as  being  carried  on  against 
Indians.     If  he  recollected  right,  there  was  an  ap- 

filication  from  Georgia  for  the  defence  of  the 
rontier.  A  Message  on  the  subject  was  sent  to 
Congress,  and  on  the  19th  of  February,  1818,  an 
appropriation  was  made  to  pay  the  Georgia  mili- 
tia. (Mr.  Johnson  said  his  objection  to  the  legality 
of  the  war  referred  only  to  the  use  of  volunteers 
without  the  authority  of  law.)  Mr.  S.  resumed. 
In  the  session  of  1817-'18,  said  he,  we  knew  that 
a  war  existed  between  us  and  the  Seminoles ;  that 
the  war  must  be  carried  on ;  and,  for  carrying  it 
on,  we  appropriated  a  sum  of  money.  An  order 
was  given  to  General  Jackson  to  proceed  and  to 
take  command  of  the  whole  force ;  and  a  discre- 
tion was  given  to  him,  if  the  force  supposed  to  be 
in  service  was  not  suflacient,  to  call  for  any  de- 
tachments of  militia  which  he  might  find  necessary. 
Now,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  wanted  to  know  where  waus 
the  difference  between  a  draught  of  militia,  and  a 
call  for  volunteers  from  that  very  militia.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  had  said  that  the  volun- 
teers, during  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  were  au- 
thorized by  law,  and  were  then  legal;  but  other- 
wise not  legal.  The  volunteers  authorized  by  law, 
during  the  British  war,  were  for  twelve  months, 
and  officered  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  not  militia  volunteers.  The  regular  mode  of 
draughting  the  militia,  Mr.  S.  said,  was  to  take, 
by  lot,  a  sufficient  number;  but,  if  time  did  not 
permit  this  operation,  volunteers  were  called  for. 
Still,  though  volunteers,  they  were  militia,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  and  not  volunteer  soldiers. 
At  the  time  General  Jackson  received  the  orders 
which  placed  him  in  actual  command  of  the  forces 
operating  against  the  Seminoles,  he  was  not  at 
the  seat  of  government  of  Tennessee.  Anxious 
to  terminate  the  war  as  early  as  practicable,  he 
called  for  volunteers;  he  informed  the  Governor  of 
Tennessee  that  he  had  done  so,  and  the  Governor 
approved  the  act  It  is  a  very  common  thing  to  take 
Volunteers  wjko  offer  themselves,  instead  of  making  i 


a  draught  from  the  militia.  ^Vhen  Baltimore  was 
in  dangCT,  the  militia  of  the  adjoining  State  of 
Pennsylvania  were  in  an  extraordinary  situation. 
The  militia  law  had  ceased  to  exist,  and  not  a 
man  in  the  State  had  a  valid  commission.  But 
they  did  not  wait  for  law  or  for  orders ;  they  came 
to  Baltimore  in  number  1,500.  What  did  the  com- 
manding officer  at  Baltimore  do  ?  Did  he  turn 
them  away  ?  No ;  he  took  them  into  service  ;  he 
desired  them  to  choose  their  companv  officers,  and 
that  the  latter  should  choose  theu  field  officers  It 
was  done;  and  these  men  were  paid  for  their  ser- 
vices during  the  whole  time  they  were  so  imbodied. 
With  regard  to  this  bill,  Mr.  S.  considered  the 
law  of  1816  as  a  complete  precedent  for  it,  and  not 
an  unjust  one.  When  men  go  into  service  as 
mounted  volunteers,  they  arc  taught  to  believe  the 
Government  will  furnish  them  with  forage,  and 
if  the  Government  does  not  furnish  the  forage,  it 
is  morally  bound  to  pay  for  the  losses  sustained  in 
consequence  of  such  failure. 

Mr.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  said  that  he  had  hoped 
never  again  to  have  occasion  to  speak  in  tqat 
House  concerning  the  Seminole  war ;  that  he 
would  not  now  say  a  word  on  the  subject,  were  it 
not  that  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  misunderstood 
by  some  gentlemen  who  had  addressed  the  House. 
When  petitioners  apply,  said  Mr.  S.,  to  this  body, 
it  is  an  admission,  on  their  part,  that  the  existing 
laws  will  not  relieve  them.  A  critical  examination 
of  what  the  law  is,  seems  therefore  unnecessary. 
The  proper  question  to  be  considered  here  is,  what 
does  justice  require  to  be  done  ?  r  • 

It  has  been  said  by  some  gentlemen  that  the 
horses,  for  which  comoensation  is  now  claimed, 
were  lost  in  an  illegal  war.  That  is  a  mistake. 
If  gentlemen  will  examine  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  militia  while  in  ac- 
tual service,  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  on  the 
20th  day  of  April,  1818,  and  which  will  be  found 
at  page  £4  of  the  acts  of  that  session,  they  will 
find  that  Congress  declared  the  war.  In  that  act 
it  is  declared  that  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the 
militia  called  into  service,  or  who  may  be  called 
into  said  service,  "  in  prosecuting  said  war"  against 
the  Seminole  Indians,  and  die  or  be  killed  in  ser- 
vice, shall  have  jMjnsions.  Here  is  an  acknowl- 
edgment of  the  existing  state  of  war  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Seminole  Indians,  and  such 
a  recognition  is  the  only  declaration  of  war  neces- 
sary to  b«'  made  by  Congress  in  any  case. 

It  has  also  been  said  that  the  troops  employed 
were  raised  by  the  General  himself,  without  anv 
leeral  authority — ^his  own  army.  If  gentlemen  will 
turn  to  page  100  of  the  acts  of  the  same  session  of 
Congress,  they  will  find  this  appropriation:  "For 
expenses  of  mounted  volunteers,  ninety  thousand 
dollars."  This  appropriation  of  money  to  pay  a 
description  of  troops  not  previously  authorized  by 
any  existing  law — a  force  which  consisted  neither 
ot  regulars  nor  militia,  as  organized  by  law,  was 
in  itself  an  authority  to  employ  the  kind  of  troops 
described,  to  wit :  '*  mounted  volunteers."  Con- 
gress could  not  moan,  by  this  description,  the  mili- 
tia, organized  and  officered  by  the  States;  but  vol- 
unteers, organized  and  officered  according  to  the 
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usage  of  volunteers.  That  nsa^  is  for  the  men  to 
assemble  and  elect  their  own  officers,  whose  rank  is 
recognised  when  they  are  received  into  the  service. 
In  this  manner  the  volunteers  who  make  this  claim 
were  raised,  organized,  and  officered,  and  this 
mode  of  conferring  rank  was  peculiarly  proper  in 
Tennessee,  where^  by  the  militia  law  of  the  State, 
the  men  elect  their  officers  under  a  certain  grade, 
and  the  higher  grades  are  filled  by  an  election 
made  by  the  officers.  Congress  having  author- 
ized the  employment  of  such  irregular  troops,  it 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  important  whether 
the  call  on  tne  patriotism  of  the  young  men  of  the 
country  was  made  by  the  President,  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  or  bv  the  comnuinding  General. 
They  were  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  they  did  their  duty.  These  are  the 
material  facts  in  the  case. 

Had  militia  been  called  for  by  the  commanding 
Creneral  under  the  orders  which  have  been  read, 
the  call  would  necessarily  have  been  made  on  the 
Governor  of  Tennessee ;  but,  as  the  act  of  Con- 
gress authorized  the  employment  of  "  mounted 
volunteers,"'  no  call  on  the  Governor  seems  to  have 
been  necessary.  It  was  not  necessary  that  they 
should  procure  his  approbation  before  they  ten- 
dered their  services,  nor  was  it  nece.ssary  that  the 
commanding  General  should  procure  his  approba- 
tion before  he  accepted  their  offered  services.  But 
respect  for  the  Governor  induced  the  commanding 
General  to  inform  him  of  the  course  pursued, 
which  met  his  entire  approbation. 

The  employment  of  mounted  volunteers  having 
been  expressly  authorized  by  law,  and  such  troops 
having  heen  employed  in  conformity  to  the  law, 
the  question  which  arises  is — Whether  it  is  just 
that  they  should  receive  compensation  for  horses 
lost  in  the  service?  Every  mounted  volunteer 
who  lost  his  horse  in  the  war  with  Great  Britain 
received  from  the  Grovemmenl  another  horse  in 
return  ;  and,  after  having  received  such  other 
horse,  he  was  allowed  forty  cents  p)er  day  for  the 
use  thereof.  As  the  mounted  volunteers  who 
served  in  the  Seminole  war,  and  lost  their  horses, 
did  not  receive  other  horses  in  their  stead,  it  seems 
to  be  just  that  they  should  receive  the  value  of  the 
horses  lost.  Justice  is  equal ;  and  the  same  mea- 
sure of  justice  should  be  rendered  to  the  mounted 
volunteers  who  served  in  the  Seminole  war  that 
was  rendered  to  the  mounted  volunteers  who 
served  in  the  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Let  not  the  claim  of  those  highly  meritorious 
men  be  prejudiced  by  any  remarks  that  have  been 
made  on  the  conduct  of  the  commanding  General 
in  that  campaign.  It  is  not  General  Jaclcson  who 
makes  the  claim.  He  asks  nothing  of  the  Grov- 
ernment.  This  application  comes  from  the  gal- 
lant men,  who,  at  his  call,  flew  to  the  defence  of 
their  country.  Sir,  we  should  cherish  the  sacred 
fire  that  burns  in  the  breasts  of  the  men  of  Ten- 
nessee. They  stand  distinguished  in  the  foremost 
rank  of  the  patriots  and  heroes  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Stevens,  of  Connecticut,  made  a  few  ob- 
servations against  the  indefinite  postponement,  pre- 
ferring that  the  bill  should  take  tiie  usual  course 


of  other  bills.  Amendments  might  be  made  to  it 
which  would  make  it  acceptable  even  to  those 
now  opposed  to  it.  The  principles  of  the  bill,  it 
appears,  had  been  established  in  former  cases,  in 
which  compensation  had  been  made.  If  these 
horses  had  been  lost  in  consequence  of  the  want  of 
-forage,  it  seemed  to  be  as  proper  that  their  owners 
should  be  indemnified  for  the  loss  of  their  horses, 
as  that  others  should  receive  pensions  for  bodily 
injuries  incurred  in  the  service. 

The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
bill  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative — 
for  the  postponement  60,  against  it  94,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Mesars.  Adamt,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Massa- 
choaetU.  Ball,  Bayly,  Baffum.  Burwell,  Cobb,  Crafts, 
Culbretb,  Culpeper,  Dowse,  Edwards  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Floyd,  Folger.  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Hall  of  Del- 
aware, Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Johnson, 
Jones  of  Virginia,  Kendall,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Lowndes, 
Maclay,  McCoy,  Marchand,  Mason,  Meech,  Mercer, 
Monell,  Morton,  Moscley,  Neale,  NeUon  of  Massachu-  - 
setu,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pindall,  Plumcr,  Randolph, 
Rich,  Robertson,  Sampson,  Hergeant,  Slocnmb,  B. 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Storrs, 
Street,  Strong  of  New  York,  Taylor,  Terrril,  Trimble, 
Tuckacof  Virginia,  Upham,  Whitman,  Willianu  of 
NorthT^arolina,  and  Wood — 60. 

Nats— Messrs.  Abbot,  Allen  of  New  York,  Allen 
of  Tennessee,  Anderson,  Archer,  Baldwin,  Barbour, 
Bateman,  Reecher,  Boden,  Brown,  Brush,  Bryan, 
Campbell,  Cannon,  Case,  Clagntt,  Clarke,  Cocke, 
Crawford,  Crowell,  Cushman,  Cutbbert,  Darlington, 
Davidson,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Earle,  Edwards  of  Con- 
necticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ervin,  Fay,  Fish- 
er, Fool,  Fullerton,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of 
Pennsylvania,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hazard,  Hendricks, 
Herrick,  Hibahman,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Hostetter, 
Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Kinsley,  Linn,  Livermore, 
Lyman,  McCrearj,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Meigs,  R. 
Moore,  8.  Moore,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  New- 
ton, Overstreet,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Patteraon, 
Phllson,  Pinckney,  Pitcher,  Quarles,  Rankin,  Reed, 
Rhea,  Richards,  Richmond,  Ringgold,  Rogers,  Rom, 
Russ,  Settle,  Shaw,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jer- 
sey, Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Ste- 
vens, Strong  of  Vermont,  Strother,  Tarr,  Tomlinson, 
Tompkins,  Tacker  of  South  Carolina,  Walker  of 
North  Carolina,  Wallace,  Wendover,  and  Williams  of 
Virginia — M. 

Mr.  Rhea  then  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
bill ;  but,  before  acting  on  it,  the  House  adjourned. 


Thursday,  December  23. 

Mr.  Silsbee  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  man- 
ufacturers of  leather,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
praying  that  the  duty  on  leather  imported  into  the 
United  States  may  be  changed  from  an  advaloretn 
to  a  specific  duty. 

Mr.  Rogers  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying 
that  further  aid  and  encouragement  may  be  extend-^ 
ed  to  the  manufacturing  interest  of  the  country. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  similar 

petition,  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  that  State 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Whitman  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Portland,  in  the  District  of  Maine; 
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Mr.  PiNCKXET  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Charleston,  in  the  State  of  Soutn 
Carolina ; 

Respectively  praying  for  the  establishment  of  an 
uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  Uni- 
ted States :  which  petitions  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed 
a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  House  were  dis- 
charged from  a  farther  consideration  of  the  "  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Carr,  and  others,"  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  passing  a  law  authorizing 
and  requiring  the  Levy  Court  for  the  county  of 
Washington,  in  said  District,  to  impose  and  collect 
a  tax  upon  the  citizens  and  taxaole  property  in 
said  county,  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  building 
a  courthouse  and  suitable  offices  attached  thereto, 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  various  courts  of  said 
county,  and  the  preservation  of  the  records  thereof 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  sur- 
veyor of  the  public  lands  in  the  Territories  of  Illi- 
nois and  Missouri,"  passed  April  29,  1816,  as  au- 
thorizes the  said  surveyor  to  have  the  lands  in  the 
now  State  of  Illinois  surveyed  according  to  the 
provisions  of  said  recited  act :  and  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  appointment 
of  a  separate  surveyor  of  the  public  lands  within 
said  State. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  pa&sed  bills  of  the  following 
lilies,  to  wit :  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
Ward,"  and  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Eli  Hart ;'' 
in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

The  said  bills  were  severally  read  twice  and  re- 
ferred.; the  first  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and 
Revolutionary  Claims,  the  latter  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  reported  a  bill  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  "  to  regulate  and  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  clerks  in  the  different  offices,"  (to 
continue  certain  clerks  in  some  of  the  offices,) 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  of  Anthony  Burkj  which  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Anuerson  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  authorize  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Land  Office  to  remit  the  payment  of  certain  in- 
stalments due  on  certain  lots  in  Shawneetown,  in 
the  State  of  Illinois. — Twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Henoricks,  of  Indiana,  offered  for  consider- 
ation the  following  resolution  : 

Reaotted,  That  ibe  Committee  on  the  Pubhc  Lands 
be  inatracted  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedieacj  of  to 
amendiDg  the  law  of  forfeitare  that  the  actual  Mttler 
•ad  cultivator  of  the  soil  shall  have  a  preference  of  re- 
eatrj  after  hia  bod*  shall  hare  been  forfeited  to  the 


'  United  Sutes,  and  before  they  shall  be  espoeed  to  pab> 
lie  aal*. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  resolution,  the 
House  divided,  without  debate  j  and  it  was  agreed 
to— yeas  64,  nav*  58. 

On  motion  ol  Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  after  a 
few  words  from  him  and  Mr.  Storbs,  respecting 
its  object,  the  following  resolve  was  adopted : 

Rttoioed,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  Uoime  the  rules  and  regulations  estab- 
lished by  the  Commisttoner,  and  adopted  |ij  the  War 
Department,  in  relation  to  the  execution  of  the  "  act 
to  authorize  the  psymeat  for  property  lost,  captured  or 
destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  militaij  aervire 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purpoeee,"  paassd 
the  9th  of  .April,  1816 ;  particularly  in  relation  U> 
horses  lost. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Massachusetts,  after  stating  that 
on  the  27th  oi  March  last,  a  resolve  had  passed 
this  House,  calling  on  one  of  the  Departments  fur 
a  statement  of  the  moneys  paid  for  extra  services 
to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  an  account  of  the  nature  of  those  services ;  and 
that,  on  the  3d  March  hist,  a  report  had  been  n^de 
on  the  subject,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — 
moved  that  this  report  be  now  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  expenditures  of  the  State  Depmt- 
ment. — Agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  laid  belbre  the  House  a  schedule 
of  fees  proper  to  be  allowed  and  taxed  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  district  of  Delaware,  prepared  and  transmitted 
by  the  judge  of  said  district,  in  obedience  to  a  res- 
olution of  this  House  of  the  22d  of  February  last ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  asking  an  appropria> 
tion  for  the  salary  of  four  additional  clerks  for 
that  Department  until  the  20th  of  October  next ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for,  on  the 
unfinished  business  of  vesterday,  viz..  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  payment  for  horses  or  other  property 
lost,  captured,  or  destroyed,  diu-ing  the  Seminole 
war — 

Mr.  Foot  moved  that  the  further  consideration 
thereof  be  postponed,  with  a  view  to  the  recep- 
tion, before  acting  upon  it,  of  the  information 
contemplated  by  a  resolution  this  day  pa-s-sed,  oa 
his  motion. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Strothbr,  of 
Virginia,  and  Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee;  but  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — 82  to  60.  So  the 
bill  was  for  the  present  postponed. 

NATIONAL  UNIVERSITY. 

Mr.  Hill,  of  Massachusetts  submitted  ior  con- 
sideration the  following  resolution : 

Ruolvtd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establisbiiif  a  National  Uni- 
versity within  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  that  the 
committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Hill  saii  in  introducing  his  motion,  that 
the  adoption  of  this  measure  had  been  recommen- 


ded by  each  of  our  illustrious  Presidents,  and  with 
a  particular  view,  among  other  things,  to  perpetuate 
the  Union,  and  form  a  national  character.  What- 
ever, therefore,  had  this  tendency,  he  wanted  to 
promote.  Some  gentlemen,  said  he,  doubt  the 
constitutionality  oi  the  project  connected  with  in- 
ternal improvement  Sir,  this  is  thepoint  at  issue ; 
and  if  there  is  not  to  be  found  a  sumeient  number 
in  both  Houses  to  pass  the  law,  the  way  will  be 
open  to  apply  to  the  people,  the  fountain  of  power, 
to  be  vested  with  the  authority.  Other  gentlemen 
will  probabiY  say,  that  there  is  no  surplus  money 
in  the  Treasury ;  and  that  this  is  not  the  time  to 
introduce  the  subject ;  but  1  think  differently.  The 
resuiu-ces  of  the  United  States  are  great,  and  the 
wealth  of  a  nation  consists  in  the  industry  and 
economy  of  its  inhabitants.  I  think,  therefore,  we 
may  not  fear  to  make  the  experiment,  and  hope 
my  motion  will  prevail. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 
So  the  proposition  was  rejected. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  preceding  this  one,  being 
postponed  for  the  purpose,  the  House,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Cobb,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  (.Mr.  Hill  in  the  chair,)  on  the  bill  to 
provide  for  the  accommodation  of  the  circuit  court 
for  the  District  of  Columbia,  by  hiring  a  building 
for  It  to  hold  its  sittings  in. 

To  this  bill,  which  had  pasited  the  Senate,  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  this  day 
reporUni  two  amendments;  the  one  of  which  was 
to  authorize  the  Marshal  also  Xo  ft»rni$k  the  apart- 
ments to  be  provided  for  the  use  of  the  court,  and 
the  other  to  limit  the  duration  of  the  bill  to  two 
years  from  the  passing  thereof. 

Mr.  Clay  (Speaker)  said  it  was  no  doubt  pro- 
per that  a  place  should  be  provided  in  which  the 
court  should  bold  its  sittings;  but  it  was  worth 
inquiry  whether  this  accommodation  ought  to  be 
provided  at  the  public  expense,  or  at  that  of  the 
people  of  the  county  of  Washington.  He  was 
indisposed,  at  least,  to  vote  for  this  bill,  imtil  an 
examination  was  made  whether  the  necessary  ac- 
commodation could  not  be  obtained  in  some  one 
of  the  public  buildings.  In  this  splendid,  this  im- 
perial city,  said  Mr.  C,  in  which  there  are  such 
extensive  buildings  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
are  we  to  be  at  the  further  expense  of  eight  bim- 
dred  dollars  per  annum  to  provide  a  building  for 
the  Court  of  the  District — a  sum  which  would 
purchase  the  fee-simple  of  very  many  of  the  county 
courthouses  in  some  of  the  States  ?  Is  it  possible 
that  no  provision  can  be  made  for  the  sittings  of 
the  court,  without  renting  for  its  u.se  the  house 
lately  occupied  by  Congress?  He  trusted  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  under  whose  aaspices  this  bill 
was  now  called  up,  would  favor  the  House  with 
information  whether,  in  the  building  occupied  by 
the  General  Post  Office,  or  some  other  public 
building,  the  requisite  accommodation  could  not 
be  obtained  witnout  this  expenditure  of  public 
money. 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Oeorgia,  said  he  had  been  as  much 


surprised  as  the  gendenum  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Clat)  could  possibly  hare  been,  when  he  irtt 
understood  that  there  was  in  the  city  no  building 
appropriate  for  the  sittings  of  the  court.  But  wen 
was  the  fact :  they  had  nitherto  made  use  of  the 
apartment  provided  for  the  use  of  the  Supreme 
Court;  and,  being  deprived  of  that  by  a  recent 
arrangement,  unless  some  building  was  provided 
for  the  use  of  the  court,  whose  session  was  to 
commence  on  Monday  next,  the  returns  of  pro- 
cess to  be  made  on  that  day  would  be  necessarily 
void.  With  respect  to  the  building  to  be  seleeted, 
there  was  nothing  in  tlie  hill  which  designated  it, 
as  might  be  supposed  from  the  gentleman's  allu- 
sion :  on  the  contrary,  that  matter  was  to  be  left 
wholly  to  the  discretion  of  the  President  There 
were,  Mr.  C.  said,  many  causes  depending  in  the 
court,  in  which  the  United  States  were  interested ; 
and  it  was,  therefore,  important,  apart  from  the 
particular  interest  of  the  people  of^  the  District, 
that  the  court  should  be  duly  held.  He  himself 
believed,  he  said,  that  this  expense  ought  to  be 
borne  by  the  District;  and,  in  consequence  of  that 
belief,  had  this  morning  submitted  a  resolution 
(which  had  been  adopted  by  the  House)  to  du«ct 
the  proper  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of^ forcing  the  county  to  lay  taxes  to  budd  a 
courthouse,  il  they  would  not  do  it  in  any  o^er 
way.  The  bill  was  proposed  to  be  limited  to  two 
years;  at  the  end  ot  which  time  the  committee 
supposed  a  permanent  provision  might  be  made  by 
the  county  for  holding  the  courts,  Ac. 

Mr.  Livermore,  of  New  Hampshire,  made  a 
few  remarks  not  distinctly  heard ;  but  the  purport 
of  them  was,  that  the  county  of  Washington  had 
no  more  right  to  expect  the  United  States  to  pay 
the  expense  of  holding  its  courts  than  any  other 
county  in  any  State  in  the  Union. 

Mr.  Campbell,  oi  Ohio,  asked  whether  there 
was  nothing  in  the  existing  laws  which  would 
enable  the  proper  authority  to  provide  a  place  in 
which  to  hold  the  court? 

Mr.  Cobb  said  he  was  not  very  conversant  with 
the  laws  relating  to  this  District;  bat,  as  he  had 
before  said,  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  provide  prospectively  for  this  object,  by 
passing  a  law,  if  they  thought  proper,  to  compel 
the  levy  court  of  the  county  to  lay  a  tax  for  the 
purpose  of  building  a  courthouse. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Southabd,  of 
New  Jersey,  the  amendments  to  the  bill  proposed 
by  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia 
were  separately  agreed  to.  [The  one  authorize* 
the  Marshal  to  furnish  as  well  as  rent  the  neces- 
sary building;  the  other  limitx  the  duration  of  the 
bill  to  two  years.] 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill ; 
which,  being  taken  up  in  the  House,  and  the  qtie»- 
tion  being  pot  on  concurring  in  the  amendments, 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Sthother,  of  Virginia,  expressed  his  regret 
that  the  indisposition  of  any  other  member  to  do 
it  imfx}sed  on  nim  the  duty  of  objecting  to  this  bill. 
On  turning  to  the  Constitution,  and  examining 
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the  relation  of  this  District  to  the  United  States, 
he  said  he  found  nothing  which  required  of  Con- 
grew  to  defray  those  expenses  which,  in  other  parts 
of  the  Union,  were  borne  by  the  people  in  their 
respective  counties  and  districts.     U  we  cast  our 
ewes  over  this  District,  said  Mr.  S.,  we  shall  find 
the  people  as  capable  of  erecting   buildings  for 
county  purposes  as  any  county  in  the  United  Sutes. 
And  with  what  countenance,  he  asked,  would  the 
people  of  the  county  in  which  the  gentleman  from 
Greorgia  resided,  for  example,  come  before  Con- 
gress, and  ask  of  it  to  build  a  courthouse  for  their 
accommodation  ?    He  should  not  be  opy)o^ed  to  a 
bill  authorizing  them  to  rent,  at  their  own  expen.se, 
a  saiuble  building,  i^  such  a  law  was  necessary. 
But  the  people  had  no  claim  on  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States  for  any  such  purpose.     They 
ought  to  look  for  such  objects  to  their  own  resour- 
ces.    For  his  part,  he  would  not  consent  to  tax 
the  people  of  the  United  States  for  the  conveni- 
ence of  this  little  District  of  Columbia.    Here,  said 
he,  you  have  all  around  you  displayed  the  pride 
and  splendor  of  wealth  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
District,  and  I  will  not,  for  one,  consent  to  extract 
from  the  pockets  of  the  hardy  yeomanry  of  the 
couotrv  the  means  of  supporting  institutions  intend-  I 
ed  exclusively  for  their  use  and  benefit.  ' 

Mr.  Cobb  said  he  had  already  explicitly  stated 
his  opioion  that  it  ought  to  be  made  the  duty  of 
the  people  of  the  county  to  provide  a  courthou.<ie 
for  Its  own  use.     However  much  it  was  their  duty 
now.  they  had  not  done  it  heretofore.     But  he 
would  ask  of  gentlemen,  he  said,  whether  it  was 
not  the  duty  ofCongress  itself  to  see  that  this  was 
done  ?    How  happens  it,  said  he,  that  we,  who  have 
exclusive  jurisdiction  over  this  District,  slvould 
have  been  so  blind  to  our  duty,  and  to  its  interest, 
that  we  have  provided  no  way  in  which  buildings 
for  county  purposes  could  be  erected !     He  did  not 
therefore  see  exactly  how  the  proposition  before 
the  House  could  with  propriety  be  made  the  foun- 
dation for  the  anathemas  launched  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  against  the  pride  and  sjHendor 
of  this  District.     So  far  as  he  was  himself  con- 
cerned, Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  always  taken  steps  to 
remedy  the  defect  which  was  urged  as  an  objec- 
tion to  this  bill,  by  suggesting  a  law  requiring  that 
the  orooer  provision  lor  the  sittings  of  the  court 
should  hereafter  be  made  by  the  levy  court  of  the 
District.     He  was  sorry  that  the  House  had  rejected 
the  amendments  proposed  to  the  bill,  since  one  of 
them  went  to  limit  its  operation  to  two  years,  by 
which  time  the  Committee  had  supposed  the'  re- 
quisite accommodation  could  be  provided  for  the 
court  in  another  manner  than  by  Congres.s. 

Mr.  Whitman,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  he  could 
not  imagine  any  necessity  for  passing  this  law. 
Heretofore  no  law  had  passed  designating  the  place 
where  the  courts  should  hold  their  sessions,  and 
yet  they  had  always  been  duly  held.  The  diffi- 
culty which  was  represented  now  to  exist,  in  regard 
to  the  District  of  Columbia,  might  with  equal 
reason  be  complained  of  in  any  of  the  circuit  and 
district  cour^of  the  United  States.  There  was 
not  on  the  fptute  book  any  act  designating  the 
buildings  jp  |||^ch  the  circuit  or  district  courts  of 
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the  United  States  should  be  held  in  any  part  of 
the  United  States.      In  many  instances,  the  dis- 
trict courts  had  been  under  the  necessity  of  holding 
their  sessions  in  public  houses  in  the  towns  where 
they  sat.     The  expense  thus  incurred  had  been 
defrayed,  he  presumed,  under  the  general  law  au- 
thorizing such  disbursements  by  the  marshals  of 
the  respective  districts.     Heretofore,  without  any 
special  law,  the  circuit  court  for  this  District  had 
been  held  in  some  part  of  the  Capitol.     There 
was,  Mr.  W.  said,  a  wide  diflerence  between  the 
other  courts  of  the  United  Sutes  and  the  circuit 
court  of  the  District  of  Columbia.     The  former 
ought  to  be  held  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States ; 
but,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  people  ought 
certainly   to  defray   the  expenses  of  their  own 
courts.     The  Courts  of  the  United  States  in  the 
several  districts  are  for  the  purposes  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  courts  of  this  Di.<trict  are  for  the 
purposes  of  the  District— for  the  benefit  of  the  Dis- 
trict alone.     There  was  as  much  reason  why  the 
District  of  Columbia  should  support  an  establish- 
ment of  this  kind,  as  that  any  Sute  should  support 
its  own.     The  United  States  had  already  built  a 
jail  for  the  accommodation  of  the  people  of  this 
part  of  the  District,  who  were  fully  able  themselves 
to  bear  an  expense  of  this  kind.     This  District 
was  as  rich  a  section  of  the  country  as  any  of  the 
same  extent  to  be  found  in  the  United  Stat'ai;  and 
its  population  was  such  as  authorized  it  to  sup- 
port its  own  establishments. 

Mr.  Strotueh  again  spoke.     With  regard  to 
other  courts  of  the  United  States,  he  said,  the 
building  occupied  by  the  Federal  Court  for  the 
Virginia  district  was  not  provided  at  the  expense 
of  the  United  States,  but  was  furnished  for  its  use 
free  of  expense.    But  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
had  remarked  that  Congress  had  not  done  its  duty 
on  this  subject.     It  was  not  for  Congress  to  volun- 
teer their  legislation  on  the  subject,  when  the  peo- 
ple had  not  applied  for  it.     And,  because  it  was  at 
a  late  day  proposed,  was  that  any  reason  why  the 
Government  should  defray  the  expense  of  building 
a  court  room  ?    He  contended,  he  said,  that  the 
people  of  the  District  had  no  right  to  exact  of  Con- 
gress that  they  should  purchase  or  rent  a  building 
for  their  exclusive  use  and  benefit.     What  was  the 
difference,  in  this  respect,  between  any  county  in 
Alabama,  or  in  Illinois,  and  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington, in  this  District  ?     They  had  equal  claims 
on  the  public  purse.     And  would  any  one  say, 
that,  if  any  county  in  Illinois  were  to  apply  to 
Congress  for  the  purpose  a  courthouse  would  be 
built  f jr  them  at  the  public  expense  ?     What  is 
there  in  the  Constitution,  said  he,  which  gives  to 
the  people  of  this  District  a  higher  claim  than  the 
people  of  one  of  those  counties  ?     Are  the  people 
destitute  of  the  means  of  furnishing  the  necessary 
building  themselves?     Is  there  poverty  here,  or  is 
there  wealth  ?     Is  not  the  public  money  disbursed 
here  lavishly,  and  have  not  the  people  the  means 
of  erecting  a  building  sufficient  to  accommodate 
their  courts  ?     There  was  nothing  in  the  Consti- 
tution, he  said,  which  required  Congress  to  pass 
this  bill ;  and  charity  did  not  require  it,  because 
those  who  beg  are  wealthy.    For  the  information 
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of  the  House,  he  would  sUte  that  the  room  pro- 
vided (in  the  north  wing  of  the  Capitol)  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  Supreme  Court  was  now 
vacant,  and  would  be  so  until  that  court  should 
meet  four  weeks  hence  ;  and  he  hoped  it  would  not 
be  pretended  that  the  white  ermine  of  that  court 
would  be  sallied,  or  that  its  dignity  would  be 
wounded  by  permitting  the  circuit  court  of  the 
District  to  sit  there  for  four  weeks.  In  relation  to 
the  preservation  of  the  records,  and  an  office  for 
the  clerk  of  the  court,  this  clerk,  he  learnt,  received 
a  compensation  for  his  services  amounting  to  some- 
where about  ten  thousand  dollars  a  year.  Could 
he  not  appropriate  out  of  this  considerable  emolu> 
ment  a  sum  sufficient  for  his  own  accommodation 
and  the  preservation  of  the  records  of  his  office? 
In  this  respect,  the  passing  of  that  bill  into  a  law 
would  only  be  an  immediate  benefit  to  the  clerk,  to 
relieve  him  from  the  necessity  of  providing  an 
apartment  for  his  own  accommodation.  It  was 
not  the  magnitude  of  this  question,  Mr.  S.  said, 
but  the  principle  involved  in  it,  which  made  him 
oppose  this  bill.  This  District,  he  repeated,  was 
amply  competent  to  support  its  own  establishments 
witoout  the  interference  of  Congress ;  without  ex- 
tracting money  for  that  purpose  from  the  pockets 
of  the  laborer  who  earns  his  bread  by  the  sweat  of 
his  brow,  or  of  the  hardy  seaman  who  subjects 
himself,  in  pursuit  of  a  livelihood,  to  all  the  hard- 
ships and  dangers  of  the  ocean. 

Mr.  Warfield,  of  Maryland,  spoke  in  favor  of 
the  bill.  Whether  the  practice  of  furnishing  rooms 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  court  was  or  was 
not  correct,  appeared  to  him  not  now  to  be  the 

Eiint  for  discussion.  In  the  case  now  before  the 
ouse,  whatever  might  be  the  practice  in  regard 
to  the  other  courts  of  the  United  States,  it  had 
been  the  invariable  practice  to  have  public  rooms 
assigned  for  the  accommodation  of  the  court.  The 
information  that  they  were  now  to  be  deprived  of 
the  use  of  those  rooms  had  been  given  but  a  short 
time  since.  It  now  appeared,  that  all  the  public 
buildings  were  so  far  occupied  as  that  no  place 
could  be  had  for  the  suitable  accommodation  of 
the  court.  Next  Monday  was  the  term  day  of  that 
court  It  was  important,  not  only  to  the  interests  of 
this  District,  but  to  those  also  of  the  United  States, 
that  the  court  should  proceed  in  the  discharge 
of  its  judicial  duties,  becau.se  there  were  cases  de- 
pending in  the  court  in  which  the  United  States 
nave  an  interest.  It  appeared  to  him,  Mr.  W.  said, 
that  the  question  did  not  properly  present  itself 
now,  whether  the  county  was  bound  to  make  the 
apprupriation  to  accommodate  the  court,  or  whe- 
ther it  was  a  part  of  the  duty  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  to  do  so.  That  point  would 
properly  present  itself  when  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  this  subject  should  be  made.  The  argu- 
ment drawn  from  Illinois  and  Alabama,  he  con- 
ceived, did  not  apply  to  this  case.  It  seemed  to 
him,  and,  when  the  question  should  fairly  come 
before  the  House,  he  thought  it  might  be  demon- 
strated, that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  United  States  to 
provide  for  the  accommodation  of  this  court ;  but 
he  waived  this  question  for  the  present.  We,  said 
he,  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  this  District. 


It  may  have  been  the  fault  of  those  intereHed  in 

I  the  erection  of  this  building  that  no  proposition 

has  heretofore  been  presented  to  Congress  on  thu 

I  subject.    But  it  may  also  be  said  that  the  omission 

I  to  make  such  a  provision  shows  a  want  of  due  at- 

j  tention  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  the  situation  of 

I  those  who  are  under  their  exclusive  care.     The 

j  argument  drawn  from  the  alleged  profits  of  the 

j  clerk's  office,  did  not  bear  on  this  question.    The 

;  profits,  whatever  they  were,  arose  from  the  business 

which  he  transacted,  and  were  exclusively  hisown^ 

With  what  propriety,  then,  could  the  clerK  be  called 

upon  to  appropriate  what  was  exclusively  his  own 

for  the  accommodation  of  the  court  institutt^  by 

the  United  States?     Such  a  limitation  should  be 

given  to  the  operation  of  the  law  as  the  House 

might  think  proper  ;  but,  undVr  the  circumstances, 

he  thought  the  law,  in  some  shape,  ought  to  pass. 

Mr.  Kent,  of  Maryland,  rose  to  correct  errone^ 
ous  impressions  whicn  appeared  to  prevail,  that  it 
was  the  people  of  the  District  who  nad  applied  to 
Congress  for  the  passage  of  this  bill.     It  was  a 

Eroposition,  in  fact,  from  the  other  branch  of  the 
■(^islature,  and  not  from  the  citizens  of  the  Dis- 
trict. It  had  originated  with  a  committee  of  that 
body,  vvho  reported  it  to  be  incompatible  with  the 
convenience  of  the  committees  of  the  Senate,  that 
the  court  of  the  county  should  continue  to  occupy 
the  rooms  heretofore  u.sed  by  it  and  its  officers. 
With  regard  to  the  renting  or  building  a  court- 
house by  the  Levy  Court,  Mr.  K.  said  its  powers 
were  limited,  and  did  not  embrace  such  an  object. 
Mr.  PiNDALL,  of  Virginia,  was  willing  to  make 
present  provision  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
court,  but  was  desiroat  to  limit  the  operation  of 
the  bill ;  he,  therefore,  proposed  an  amendment, 
going  to  limit  the  operation  of  the  bill  to  one  year. 
This  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  question  being  put  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  a  third  reading,  as  thus  amended,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative.     So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

NAVY  APPR0PRIATI0.N8. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  being  postponed  for 
the  purpose,  the  House  resolved  itseli  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bills  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  for  making  addi- 
tional appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Navy 
for  the  year  1819. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  (chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,)  explained  the  reasons 
which  rendered  it  necessary  to  provide,  at  this 
time,  for  certain  expenditures  which  had  not  been 
foreseen  at  the  last  session.  He  called  for  the  read-  j 
ing  of  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on 
the  subject,  which  was  read  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  Storks,  of  New  York,  said,  that  he  had 
observed,  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary,  an  allusion 
to  a  warrant  of  transfer,  drawn  by  the  President 
in  August,  which  he  also  requested  the  Clerk  to 
read  from  the  documents.  Mr.  S.  then  said,  that 
it  appeared  from  this  warrant  that,  so  late  as  Au- 
gust last,  certain  unexjjended  balances  of  former 
appropriations,  particularly  those  for  the  repair  of 
the  frigate  Chesapeake,  and  building  ships  of  war 
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on  Lake  Ontario,  of  sereral  years  standing,  had, 
uiKier  the  direction  of  tike  President,  been  brought 
up,  and  a  fund  created  out  of  them  which  had  been 
expended  durinff  the  past  year.  The  act  of  1794 
required,  that  ail  unexpended  balances  of  appro- 
priation remaining  in  the  Treasury  should,  after 
two  years,  be  carried  to  the  surplus  fund.  He  re- 
quested the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  explain 
by  what  coffetruetion  of  the  law,  relating  to  the 
President,  the  power  had  been  conveyed  in  this 
case.     He  asked  for  information  merely. 

Mr.  Bmitb,  of  Maryland,  pointed  out  the  pro- 
vision in  an  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1809,  applica- 
ble to  the  transfer  of  appropriations,  which  was 
read  by  the  Clerk  in  the  loUowing  words: 

"  Provided,  That,  during  the  recew  of  Congrew,  the 
Preatd«at  of  the  United  Uutn  m»y,  and  be  is  hereby 
authorized,  on  the  appUcation  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
proper  departmeot,  and  not  otherwise,  to  direct,  if  in 
his  opinion  necessary  for  the  public  aorvice,  that  a  por- 
tion of  the  moaeya  appropriated  for  a  particular  braoch 
of  expcaditure  in  that  department,  be  applied  to  ano- 
ther branch  of  expenditure  in  the  same  department; 
in  which  case  a  special  account  of  the  moneys  thus 
transferred,  and  of  their  application,  shall  be  laid  be- 
fore Congress  during  the  first  week  of  the  next  ensuing 
session." 

Some  further  conversation  took  place  respecting 
the  surplus  fund  ;  when 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  rose,  and,  after  re- 
ferring to  the  origin  of  the  surpKis  fund,  said,  that 
the  provision  of  the  law,  which  had  just  been  read 
by  the  Clerk,  struck  him  with  some  unpleasant  re- 
collections, which  he  could  neither  suppress  nor  con 
ceoL     It  was  now  ju.st  twenty  years  since  he  first 
had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this  House.     At  that 
time,  the  persons  of  the  political  description  to 
which  he  had  conceived  himself  to  belong,  were 
contending  against  great  abuses  and  mal-adminis- 
tration  generally,  but  particularly  in  the  fiscal  con- 
cerns of  the  State.     By  the  exertions  of  that  party, 
seconded,  he  presumed,   by   the   good   sense  and 
patriotism  of  the  people  of  this  country,  a  great 
revolution  was  effected  in  the  Government.  Among  j 
the  first  recommendations  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  I 
who  succeeded  in  consequence  of  it,  was  that  of ! 
holding  the  officers  of  the  Government  down  to  the  I 
strict  administration  of  their  duties.     This,  Mr.  R.  I 
said,  was  one  of  the  cardinal  principles  on  which  | 
the  old  Republican  party  came  into  power.     He  I 
did  not  wish  to  revive  party  feeling  by  what  he  J 
should  say;  far  from  it — what  he  wa.s  now  speak-  | 
ing  of  was  history,      Mr.  Jefferson — he  hoped  it  I 
was  not  out  of  order  to  name  him — came  into  ' 
power,  recommending,  among  other  reformations  | 
of  abuse,  a  strict  adherence  to  appropriations.     It  I 
was  in  the  very  last  night  of  his  political  life,  about ' 
midnight,  that  that   law,   which   had  just   been  I 
quoted,  was  put  on  the  statute  book.      I  did  con- 1 
sider  it  at  that  time,  said  Mr.  R.,  as  a  sort  of  death- 1 
warrant  to  the  principles  upon  which  he  came  into  I 
power,  so  far  as  they  were  connected  with  that 
provision.     And  how  came  that  law  upon  the  stat- 
ute book?     At  that  time,  he  said,  there  were  two 
great  rivals  for  power  and  interest ;  one  of  whom 
raifht  be  considered  the  ascendant  in  the  Senate. 


and  the  other  not  less  so  here.  That  law,  Mr.  R. 
suggested,  was  a  sort  of  propitiation  from  one  to 
the  other — a  compromise  of  differences  between 
these  two  personages.  I  confess  to  you,  said  Mr. 
R.,  that  the  whole  progress  of  this  business,  since 
the  House  resolved  it-self  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  has  struck  me,  lieing  long  out  of  this  House, 
with  some  astonishment.  What  I  has  the  honor- 
able chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  an4 
Means  voted  this  morning  a^inst  an  appropria- 
tion of  eight  hundred  dollars  lor  a  room  for  the  use 
of  the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and,  at  this  late  hour  of  the  day,  are  we  to  decide 
on  questions  of  great  magnitude,  when  some  of  the 
members  have  left  the  House,  and  some  have  gone 
home  to  spend  their  Christmas  with  their  neigh- 
bors ;  and,  above  all,  on  a  money  bill,  puning  our 
hands  m  the  pockets  of  the  people  ?  Mr.  R.  said 
he  did  not  set  himself  up  for  a  censor ;  he  came 
here  to  be  instructed,  not  to  instruct ;  but  it  was 
astonishing  to  him  that  matters  of  little  moment 
should  be  contested,  at  least  with  spirit,  when  pub- 
lic moneys  are  proposed  to  be  voted  largely,  with- 
out discussion.  He  was  willing,  he  said,  to  give 
to  the  navy  all  that  the  navy  requires — to  appro- 
priate the  public  money  where  public  money  was 
nece8.sar>--but  he  was  not  willing  to  transact  the 
public  business  in  this  way, 
I  Mr.  S.MiTH,  of  Maryland,  made  a  few  observa- 
j  tions  on  points  on  which  he  more  fully  enlarged 
on  the  following  day,  as  hereafUT  appears.  He 
intHuated  that  he  had  no  objection  to  the  Com- 
:  mittee's  rising,  that  members  might  have  an  op- 
!  portunity  to  obtain  such  information  as  they 
'  wished  on  this  subject. 

j      Mr.  Mercei,  ol  Virginia,  said,  before  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  he  wished  to  suggest  to  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Me«ns, 
that  he  was  desirous  of  obtaining  lafbrmacion  on 
another  point  than  that  which  had  been  referred  to. 
The  act  of  the  la-st  session  of  Congress,  for  impos- 
ing additional  restraints  on  that  abominable  kind 
ol  traffic  which  bad  so  long  disgraced  the  civilized 
world,  had  been  hailed  as  an  evidence  of  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government  effectually  to  use  its 
efforts  to  suporess  it.      He  was  obliged  to  believe 
that  nothing  bad  been  yet  done  towards  this  object. 
He  did  not  wish  that  we  should  borrow  from  the 
humane  feelings  of  the  world  the  tribute  of  ap- 
plause to  our  generosity,  when  the  Treasury  had 
been  actually  barred  up  againbt  expenditure  for 
the  object  held  forth  in  the  act  of  the  last  session. 
Mr.  Smith,  o^  Maryland,  said  that  at  the  time 
the  law  of  last  session  passed,  the  public  vends 
were  not  in  a  condition  to  go  on  foreign  service 
until  they  were  repaired.     It  was  the  very  act  of 
repairing  and  fitting  out  these  vessels  which  made 
necessary  the  additional  appropriations  now  asked 
for.     He  said  he  had,  in  private  life,  had  much  to 
do  with  repairs  of  \eaaeis,  and  he  ha4  iavariahly^ 
found  it  impracticable  to  estimate  accurately  the 
expenditures  until  they  had  been  made.     This  was 
at  least  equally  true  as  to  repairs  of  public  ves- 
sels, dtc. 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  rose  to  say  that,  having 
been  a  member  of  the  committee  of  the  last  Con- 


789 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


7W 


Decsmber,  1819. 


Navy  Apfntpriatiomtt. 


H.  ojR. 


giest,  whose  investigations  had  led  to  the  report 
of  the  bill,  which  became  a  law,  for  the  more  ef- 
fectual suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  the  under- 
standing 01  the  committee  was,  that  the  money 
therein  appropriated  was  intended  to  be  applied 
to  the  purpose  of  transporting  to  Africa  persons 
taken  from  slave  ships,  or  illegally  introduced  into 
the  country,  and  not  to  the  purpose  of  fitting  out 
the  public  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the  manner 
designated  in  that  act. 

Mr.  LownniB,  of  South  Carolina,  made  a  few 
remarks  on  the  subject  of  transfers  from  one  head 
of  appropriation  to  another,  of  which  the  situation 
of  the  reporter  enabled  him  to  hear  only  a  part 
It  would  be  obvious  to  the  House,  he  said,  on  a 
little  reflection,  that  one  of  two  things  must  be 
done :  there  must  either  be  allowed  to  some  au- 
thority of  the  country  the  power  of  transferring 
appropriations  frotn  one  obiect  to  another,  or,  in 
respect  to  all  objects  depending  on  contingencies, 
on  the  fluctuation  of  the  tuarKet,  the  appropria- 
tions must  be  made  to  an  amount  much  larger 
than  at  the  time  of  making  them  may  appear  ne- 
cessary. Congress  must,  it  no  power  be  given  to 
transfer  appropriations,  appropriate,  in  all  such 
cases,  not  what  is  necessary  now,  but  what  may 
be  necessary  in  the  greatest  possible  fluctuation  of 
the  market.  To  insist  upon  a  precise  estimate  of 
the  amount  each  branch  of  the  public  service  may 
require  for  a  year  ensuing,  is  to  insist  upon  a  de- 
gree of  accuracy  not  to  be  expected.  If  a  strict 
adherence  to  the  letter  of  appropriations  was  re- 
quired, Congress  would  be  under  the  necessity  of 
leaving  the  amount  of  appropriations  for  specific 
objects  larger  than  necessary,  and  of  greater 
amount  than  ought  to  be  placed  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Government.  ^  proper  iealousy  on  the 

rt  of  this  House  to  prevent  the  diversion  of  pub- 
money  from  the  objects  for  which  it  is  appro- 
priated, could  not  but  be  salutary  ;  but  some  power 
of  transferring  appropriations  is  necessary,  and, 
being  necessary,  it  appeared  to  him  the  power  was 
aow  as  well  lodged  as  might  be.  Therefore, 
though  he  had  no  obiection  to  the  Committee's 
rising  to  investigate  otner  objects  which  had  been 
brought  into  view,  he  saw  no  reason  for  its  rising 
in  wnat  bad  fallen  from  gentlemen  respecting  the 
transfers  of  appropriations. 

Mr.  Randolph,  after  expressing  his  regret  that 
the  remarks  of  Mr.  Lowndes  had  induced  him 
again  to  rise,  asked,  if  the  necessity  for  the  pro- 
vision in  the  law  of^  1809  had  been  so  urgent,  how 
had  it  happened  that  Mr.  Jefferson's  administra- 
tion had  gone  on  to  the  end  of  its  eighth  year, 
without  such  a  law  ?  At  the  moment  when  he 
was  about  to  retire  from  office,  the  two  Houses 
had  presented  him  with  a  bill,  clothing  him  with 
a  power  which  he  not  only  did  not  wish  to  have, 
but  which  he  had  publicly  and  solemnly  said  ought 
not  to  belong  to  any  Executive.  It  would  have 
been  highly  proper  in  him  to  have  refused  his  sig- 
nature to  tnat  act.  But  might  it  not  be  supposai 
that,  at  the  last  moment  of  his  political  service. 
when  he  would  have  been  more  than  human  bad 
he  not  been  agitated  by  a  variety  of  passions,  the 
provision  in  question  had  escaped  even  his  keen 


sight  ?  Mr.  R.  again  referred  to  the  origin  of  the 
law  of  3d  March,  1809.    It  would  be  recollected, 

he  said,  that  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  dnring 
which  Mr.  Jefferson  exercised  the  powers  of  Presi- 
dent, he  bad  recommended  the  disposition  of  the 
surplusses  of  revenue  upon  certain  objects  of  great 

Eublic  interest.  So  much  of  the  Message  as  re- 
tted to  that  subject,  was  referred  (said  Mr.  R.)  to 
a  committee,  of  which  I  bad  the  honor  and  the 
ill  fortune  to  be  chairman.  It  will  be  evident  to 
every  one  who  bears  me,  that  the  amount  of  the 
surplus  which  would  remain  in  th&  Treasury  must 
depend  on  the  amount  of  expenditures  to  be  au- 
thorized. To  ascertain  the  amoimt  of  these  ex- 
penditures, before  the  several  appropriation  bills 
were  passed,  was  beyond  the  financial  talents  even 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  But,  in  con^ 
sequence  of  the  disagreement  to  which  he  had 
alluded  when  up  before,  which  extended  itself  to 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  the  navy  appropria- 
tion bill  did  not  pass  untd  near  (if  not  after)  mid- 
night on  the  last  night  of  the  session.  Here,  then, 
was  a  committee  charged  with  saying  what  sur- 
plus would  remain  unexpended  in  the  Treasury, 
when  so  large  an  item  as  the  amount  to  be  appro- 
priated for  the  service  of  the  navy  was  unascer- 
tained. That  committee  met,  prepared  a  report, 
and  were  ready  to  make  it  when  that  bill  should 
pass.  But  they  could  not  make  it,  for  the  circum- 
stance already  stated ;  and  they  labored  under  the 
censure  of  not  having  made  a  report,  whem  it  was 
impossible  that  they  could  have  made  one.  One 
word  more,  Mr.  R.  said,  and  he  had  done.  He 
should  not  be  at  all  surprised,  if  these  words'—sur- 
plus fund  and  balance  of  appropriation — should 
lead  some  of  us  into  a  mistake.  A  balance  of  ap- 
propriation was  one  thing,  and  a  balance  of  money 
was  another.  It  was  a  balance  of  appropriation 
carried  to  the  surplus  fund,  but  it  was  ny  no  means 
certain  that  it  was,  and  it  seldom  was,  a  baUtDce 
of  money. 

On  suggestion  of  Mr.  Storrb,  the  16th  section 
of  the  act  of  March  3,  1795,  was  read,  viz: 

"8kc.  16.  And  be  it  furthtr  enaettd.  That,  in  re- 
gard to  any  sum  which  shall  have  remained  aaex- 
pended,  upon  any  appropriation  other  than  for  the 
payment  of  interest  on  the  funded  debt ;  for  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  upon,  and  reimbursement,  according 
to  contract,  of  any  loan  or  loans  made  on  account  of 
the  United  States  ;  for  the  purpose  of  the  sinking 
fund;  or  for  a  purpose,  in  re8p>ect  to  which  a  longer 
duration  is  specially  assigned  by  law,  for  more  than 
two  years  after  the  expiration  of  the  calendar  year  in 
which  the  act  of  appropriation  shall  have  been  passed, 
such  appropriation  shall  be  deemed  to  hare  ceared 
and  been  determined  ;  and  the  sum  so  unefpeo^d 
shall  be  carried  to  an  account  on  the  books  of  the 
Treasury,  to  be  denominated  '  the  surplus  fund.'" 

The  Committee  now  rose,  reported  progr^,  and 
had  leave  to  sit  again ;  and  the  House  adjourned 
to  Monday  next. 

MoxDAV,  December  27. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Looisiana,  Thos 
Butler,  appeared,  produced  his  credentiab,  was 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 
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Mr.  Meigs  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York,  stating 
that  very  injurious  consequences  are  resulting  to 
the  commerce  and  shipping  interest  of  the  United 
States,  from  the  discrmiinating  duties  lately  estab- 
lished in  France  on  the  staple  products  of  this 
country,  and  praying  that  a  heavy  tonnage  duty 
niay  be  imposed  on  French  shipping  in  the  ports 
of  the  United  States,  or  that  such  other  counter- 
vailing measures  may  be  adopted  as,  in  the  wis- 
dom of  Congress,  may  be  adequate  to  the  protec- 
tion of  the  shipping  and  commerce  of  the  United 
States — ^Refcrred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce. 
Mr.  Meigs  presented  another  petition  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York 
praying  that  a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  may 
be  established  throughout  the  United  Slates;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  for  that  purpose.    ' 

Mr.  Meigs  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
American  Society,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  for 
the  encouragement  of  domestic  manufactures. 

Mr.  Case  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Maclay  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  western  counties  of  Pennsylva- 
nia ;  which  memorials  respectively  pray,  that  fur- 
ther measures  may  be  adopted  for  the  security  and 
encouragement  of  the  manufacturing  interest  of 
the  country.  . 

o  *Yr«^*^'*°*^^'*^"  presented  a  petition  of  Thomas 
b.  Uffington,  manufacturer  of  umbrellas  and  para- 
sols praying  that  the  duties  imposed  on  imported 
umbrellas  and  parasols,  and  materials  for  their 
COTistniction,  may  be  so  regulated  as  to  afford  more 
efficient  protection  to  the  domestic  manufacture  of 
those  articles. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorials  and  petition 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  petition 
ol  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois 
praying  that  a  right  of  pre-emption  in  thepurcha«^ 
ol  public  lands  may  be  extended  to  certain  settlers 
on  the  said  lands  within  that  State. 

Mr.  McLean  also  presented  another  petition  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  pray- 
ing for  a  grant  of  thirty-six  sections  of  wood  land 
tor  the  use  of  a  Saline  lately  discovered  on  the 
waters  of  Bond  Creek,  in  said  State.— Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  made  an  unfavorable  report 
on  the  peution  of  Hugh  McCuUough,  of  North 
Carolina. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  that  the 
report  be  so  amended  as  to  resolve  that  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioner  is  reasonable,  and  oacht  to  be 
granted.  ^ 

Mr.  Smith  moved  that  the  report  be  laid  on 
'^^.^ble ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to,  with  the 
additional  order,  moved  by  Mr.  Hall,  that  it  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
Which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  rtHief  of  Matthew  Barrow," 
reported  the  same  without  amendment ;  and  the  | 
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bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Hendricks,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Clement  B.  Penrose,  which  was  read ;  when  Mr. 
H.  reported  a  bill  for  therelief  of  the  said  Clement 
B.  Penrose ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Hendricks  also  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  John  B.  C.  Lucas;  which  was  read;  when 
Mr.  H.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  said 
John  B.  C.  Lucas;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  last  mentioned. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  9th  instant  for  the  purpose,  reported 
a  bill  to  provide  for  taking  the  fourth  census  or 
enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  Hou.se  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Alexander  Smyth,  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  Rebecca  C.  Appling,  made  a  report  there- 
on, which  was  read;  when  Mr.  S.  reported  a  bill 
Jor  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Colonel 
Uaniel  Appling  and  others;  which  was  read  twice, 
and   committed   to   a   Committee  of  the   whole 
House  to-morrow. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon, 
Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  lav  before  this  House  a  statement,  showing  the 
whole  amount  of  money  that  has  been  expended 
by  the  General  Government  on  the  Military  Acad- 
emy at  West  Point,  in  the  State  of  New  York  ■ 
also,  the  number  of  Cadets  that  have  been  educated' 
there  from  each  State,  District,  or  Territory,  and 
their  names ;  also,  an  estimate  of  the  sums  neces- 
sary to  be  appropriated  for  said  institution  for  each 
of  the  next  succeeding  three  years. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  a  com- 
mittee on  behalf  of  the  Cadets  in  the  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point,  complaining  of  manifold 
acts  of  tyranny  and  oppression  on  the  part  of  the 
buperintendent  of  that  Academy,  and  praying  that 
an  inquiry  may  be  had  into  its  state,  management 
laws,  regulations,  and  transactions,  and  such  mea- 
sures adopted  as  will  tend  to  remedy  the  evils  and 
abuses  set  forth  in  their  memorial— Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs,  the  Secretary  of  the 
War  Department  was  directed  to  transmit  to  tbb 
House  a  statement  of  all  the  balances  of  moneys, 
unexpended  on  the  27th  day  of  December,  1819, 
^^n^aimng  m  the  Treasurer's  hands,  as  agent  of 
the   War  Department;    designating   therein   the 
various  heads  of  appropriation,  and  the  balance  of 
moneys  remaining  unexpended  under  each  of  them. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Nary  Department  was  directed  to  transmit  to  this 
House  a  statement  of  all  the  balances  of  moneys 
unexpended  on  the  27th  day  of  December,  1819 
remaining  in  the  Treasurer's  hands,  as  agent  of 
the  Navy  Department ;   designating  therein   the 
various  heads  of  appropriation,  and  the  balance 
of  moneys  remaining  unexpended  under  each  of 
them.        ^         •       •  i  .  < 
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ESTIMATE  OF  PUBLIC  E1CPEN8ES. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
tax  estimate  of  moneys  proposed  to  be  appropriated 
for  the  service  of  the  year  1820 ;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 

The  letter  is  as  follows : 

TaBAiDBT  DirABTxiirT,  Dcc.  23,  1819. 

8iB :  1  h»Te  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  for 
the  informition  of  the  House  of  RepresentAtives,  an 
estimate  of  the   appropriations  propoaed  for  the  year 
1820,  amounting  to,  viz: 
CiTtl  list,  miscellaneoua  and  foreign 

rntercoorse $2,404,598  93 

Military  Department,  including  Indian 

department,  and  rcTolationary  and 

military  pensions  ...         -     10,292,831  03 
Navy  Department,  including  mariae 

corpa   - 2,702,<»28  76 


H.  or  ^. 


15,399,463  72 


To  which  add  permanent  appropriations,  viz  : 

Sinking  Fund 910,000,000  00 

Gradual  increase  of  the  Navy   -        -       1,000,000  00 
Arming  militia         -         -         .        .  200,000  00 

Indian  annuities        ....  156,725  00 

Also,  navy  deficit  for  this  year  •         •  500,000  00 


11,856,725  00 


The  funds  from  which  the  appropriations  for  the 
year  1820  may  be  discharged  are  the  following,  viz : 

1.  The  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollari,  annu- 
ally reserved  by  the  acU  of  the  4th  of  August,  1790, 
out  of  the  duties  and  customs,  towards  the  expenses 
of  the  Government 

2.  The  surplus  which  may  remain  of  the  customs 
and  internal  duties,  after  •atisfying  the  sums  for  which 
they  are  pledged  and  appropriated. 

3.  Any  other  unappropriated  money  which  may  be 
ia  the  Treasury  during  the  year  1820. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
The  Hou.  8f£akk« 

o/^he  Hou$e  of  Repretentativet. 

TaxASDar  Dkpabtxkmt. 
Reguter't  Office,  December  21,  1819. 
8iB :   I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  the 
general  estimate  of  appropriations  for  the  service  of 
the  year  1820,  viz: 
Civil  department         -$1,099,833  29 
Submissions  for  do.     •  18,100  00 

$1,117,933  29 

Miscellaneous 971,462  88 

Intercourse  with  foreign  nations         .  333,277  76 

Military  EtteAUthment,  tiz: 

Ezpensesof  the  Army  $3,380,614  96 

Permanent  objecU      -  3,003,971  04 

Military  pensions  426,845  03 

Revolution'ry  pensions  3,066,400  00 
Half-pay    pensions    to 

widows  and  orphans  100,000  00 

Indian  department      .  315,000  00 


i-,  ' — 


10,292,831  03 


Navd  Establishment  -     2,474,507  50 
Marine  Corpe    .        -        227,521  26 


2,702,028  76 


ToUi  amount,  including  submissions     15,417,563  72 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedieat 
■ervaot, 

JOSEPH  ^OVRSZ,  Iteguter. 
Hon.  W.  U.  CaAwroBD, 

Seeretary  of  the  Treasury. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  Whitmah,  of  Massachusetts,  offe^  for 
consideration  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  District  •( 
Columbia  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  eitablitbing  a  Territorial  government  for  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Whitman  said  that,  on  presenting  this  re- 
solution, he  deemed  it  proper  to  offer  a  few  remarks. 
The  subject,  said  he,  has  heretofore  been  recom- 
mended to  the  consideration  of  Congress  by  the 
Executive;  and  the  older  we  grow  the  more  sensi- 
ble shall  we  become  of  the  necessity  of  adopting 
this  course.  We  cannot  mnch  longer  be  expected 
to  devote  much  of  our  time  to  the  minor  afiairs  of 
this  little  District  Congress  cannot  have  more 
time  than  will  necessarily  be  required  for  the  great 
affairs  of  the  nation.  Besides,  (said  Mr.  W.,) 
there  is  great  absurdity  in  our  legislating  for  a  peo- 

Cle,  of  whom,  and  of  whose  affiiirs,  not  one  of  us 
ave  any  particular  knowledge.  We  are,  as  it 
were,  assembled  from  a  foreign  country,  as  respects 
the  state  of  things  ia  the  District  of  Columbia. 
No  one  of  us  has  grown  up  in  a  familiar  acquaint- 
ance with  their  concerns.  We,  however,  have  a 
standing  committee  on  the  affairs  of  this  District. 
This  committee,  occasionally,  at  the  instigation  of 
some  one  man  or  set  of  men,  within  the  District, 
bring  forward  bills.  If  no  one  of  the  committee 
objects  to  them,  however  lengthy  or  complicated  in 
their  nature,  they  pass  gtih  tUtntio.  No  one,  out  of 
the  committee,  knows  any  thing  of  the  subject- 
matter  of  them  or  of  their  bearings. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  the  people  in  this  Disgict 
have  been  governed  for  nearly  twenty  years,  with- 
out having  a  single  voice  in  tne  enactment  of  their 
laws.  If  they  possess  the  sensibility,  which  we 
must  believe  they  do,  in  common  wita  the  rest  of 
their  fellow-citizens,  as  to  the  right  of  self-govern- 
ment, we  cannot  long  expect  them  to  be  easy  and 
satisfied  in  such  a  situation.  The  citizens  of  this 
District  are  surely  not  less  intelligent,  and  hare 
not  less  of  the  spirit  of  men  and  of  freemen,  than 
is  to  be  found  in  every  similar  body  of  the  United 
States. 

The  affairs  of  the  District  require  much  of  le- 
gislation. The  laws  at  present,  in  it,  are  in  the 
most  perplexed  condition.  On  the  Virginia  side 
of  the  Potomac  they  have  the  common  law,  the 
statute  law  of  Virginia,  and  the  acts  of  Congress 
made  for  the  District,  all  in  a  confused  mass.  And 
on  this  side  of  the  river  they  have  the  statutes  of 
Maryland,  mixed  up  with  tne  common  law,  and 
the  statutes  made  for  the  District.   Such  a  jumble 
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of  laws  never  before  goTerned  any  one  sach  dis- 
trict of  country.     To  bring  order  oat  of  such  a 
chaos,  the  best  talents  and  the  longest  acquaint- 
ance with  the  actual  state  of  things  is  indispensa- 
ble.  It  is  impossible  that  any  member  of  Congress, 
and  much  less  can  it  be  that  any  considerable  por- 
tion of  Congress,  can  be  adequate  to  *uch  a  task. 
This  District  of  Columbia  (said  Mr.  W.)  is,  in 
every  point  of  view,  the  most  interesting  of  any 
equal  portion  of  the  Union.     Here  are  to  be  as- 
sembled all  the  most  distingaisfaed  men  of  our 
country,  at  the  head  of  our  attairS.     Here  is  to  be, 
for  many  years,  at  least,  and,  I  could  hop,  forever,' 
the  Seat  of  the  National  GJovernment.   Here  are  to 
beasaembled,  from  every  part  of  the  Union,  the  re- 
VNMBtatives  of  the  people,  who  are  to  reside  here 
for  a  considerable  portion  of  the  year;  and  here, 
also,  is  the  fairest  portion  of  (he  property  of  the 
Union.   The  prosperity  of  this  District,  then,  must  i 
be  near  to  the  heart  of  every  member  of  this  House.  I 
The  only  question  which  any  one  can  ask  is.  what ! 
IS  the  best  mode  of  promoting  it?     My  opinion  is, 
sir,  that  it  can  only  be  done  by  self-government. 
To  this  I  cannot  believe  the  citizens  of  the  District 
will  objecL 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  I  have  another  motive.     1 
do  beheve  that  the  people  of  this  District  ought  to 
be  at  some  portion  of  the  expense  of  this  govern- 
ment of  themselves  ;  and  that  it  ought  not,  wholly, 
to  devolve  upon  the  Union  at  large.    They  ought' 
at  least,  to  bear  their  proportion  of  the  burdens  in 
common   with   the  rest  of    their   fellow-citizens. 
Gentlemen  are  not,  perhaps,  all  apprized,  that  the 
Treunry  of  the  United  States  is  drawn  upon  for 
every  expenditure  incident  to  the  judiciary  in  this 
District.     That  the  grand  and  petit  jurors  and 
witnessies  on  the  part  of  GJovemraent,  and  the  of- 
hcers  attending  court,  and  every  other  contingency, 
IS  an  encumbrance  upon  the  Treasury  Department! 
The  sums  that  are  annually  to  be  drawn  from  the 
Treasury  )n  this  way,  are  by  no  means  inconsid- 
erable.    At  this  time,  it  seems  that  a  courthouse 
ii  needed — and  this,  too,  it  would  seem,  must  be 
built  by  the  Government  of  the  United  Stales. 
And  if  the  United  States  are  to  build  it,  the  ex- 
panse, we  may  presumCj  if  we  may  judge  frt)m 
what  has  been,  will  not  fall  short  of  8100,000.     If 
It  were  to  be  built  by  the  county  of  Washington, 
said  Mr.  W.,  I  will  undertake  to  say,  it  would  not 
cost  $10,000.     The  United   States  have  already 
erected  a  jail  for  this  county;  and  there,  said  Mr. 
W-  I  should  like  to  stop.     I  for  ohe  should  still  be 
willing  to  pay  the  salary  of  their  Givemor,  and 
perhaps  of  their  judges. 

There  is  no  portion  of  the  Union,  said  Mr.  W., 
where  such  advantages  are  enjoyed  bv  our  citizens 
as  in  this  District.  If  any  of  our  State  govern- 
meats  were  about  to  fix  on  a  seat  of  government, 
would  there  be  a  single  town  in  it,  the  inhabitants  of 
which  would  not  willingly  make  great  pecuniary 
sacrifices  to  secure  so  great  a  boonl  And,  if  that 
would  be  the  case  as  to  a  State  government,  what 
would  any  such  town  say  to  the  proposal  to  esub- 
lish  within  it  the  Seat  of  Government  of  the  Union  ? 
The  citizens  of  this  District  derive  infinite  benefit 
'rom  the  constant  issues  from  the  Treasury  here. 
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And  they  are  certainly  as  wealthy  and  as  well  able 
to  bear  their  proportion  of  the  public  bordeiw  as 
any  portion  ol  the  Union.  I  hope,  xir,  thin  meas- 
ure will  be  adopted,  as  well  for  the  benefit  of  tlie 
Union  as  for  the  benefit  of  the  citizens  of  this 
I  District.  , 

I      Mr.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  said,  if  he  Understood 
the  purpase  of  the  resolution  just  offered  by  the 
member  from  Massachusetts,  (of  which,  however 
he  was  not  sure,  as  he  heard  it  indistinctly,)  it  was' 
to  create  a  Territorial  government,  including,  of 
course,  a  legislative  department,  within  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.     The  gentleman  had  urged,  in 
support  of  his  proposition,  various  considerations 
drawn  from  inconvenience.     Mr.  B.  said,  that  he 
had  in  some  degree,  experienced  some  of  the  diffi- 
culties which  the  gentleman  had  stated ;  particu- 
laHv,  as  a  member  of  this  House,  he  had  fdt  the 
difficulty  of  devoting  to  the  business  of  the  District 
a  due  portion  of  time,  and  yet  at  the  same  time 
attending  to  the  great  public  concerns  of  the  coun- 
try.    But,  sir,  said  he,  whatever  may  be  the  incon- 
venience, I  fear  it  must  be  submitted  to,  at  least 
under  the  present  Constitution.     He  would  call 
the  attention  of  the  House   to  the  clause  of  the 
Constitution  which  had  reference  to  this  subject: 
"Congress  shall  have  power  to  exercise  exclusive 
'  legislation  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  over  such  dis- 
'  trict  (not  exceeding  ten  miles  square)  as  may,  by 
'  cession  of  particular  Stifes  and  the  accepunce 
'  of  Congress,  become  the  Seat  of  the  Government 
•  of  the  United  States."     Now,  sir,  said  he,  it  does 
appear  to  me  that  the  mere  quotation  of  this  clause 
almost  entirely  supersedes  the  nec^sity  of  comment. 
The  power  to  UguUUe  is  given  to  Gmffras,  and,  to 
make  the  grant  more  explicit  and  more  emphatic, 
the  term  ezdtmoe  is  added,  and,  finally,  in  all  casa 
whaUoevfT.     We  ourselves  arc  a  created  body ;  to 
us  has  been  given  a  certain  power,  confided  a  cer- 
tain trust ;    IS  It  competent  for  us  to  become  the 
creators  of  another  body,  to  which  this  power  is  to 
be  given— this  tnwt  confided  ?    Is  it  competent  for 
any  department  of  anv  government,  whether  Fed- 
eral or  State,  to  which  certain  political  fwwer  has 
been   delegated,  to  delegate  the  same   power  to 
another  or  subordinate  body  ?     Would  the  Legis- 
lature of  Massachusetts  or  Virginia,  for  example, 
be  able  to  delegate  the  legislative  powers  respec- 
tively granted  to  them,  to  any  other  body  ?     He 
was  satisfied  that  no  gentleman  would  undertake 
to  hold  the  affirmative.     If  the  gentleman's  nto^to- 
sition  had  only  gone  to  this— to  the  establishment 
of  some  subordinate  power,  with  authority  to  digest 
a  system  of  laws  for  the  District,  subject  to  the 
control  of  Congress,  either  by  approval  or  disap- 
proval, it  would  have  presented  another  question, 
which,  when  it  shall  occur,  may  be  well  worthy 
of  con.videration.     But,  sir,  if  we  adopt  the  resolu- 
tion now  offered,  and  esublish  an  independent 
Legislature,  what  will  be  our  situation  ?    Either 
we  should  continue  to  exercise  legislative  power 
over  the  District,  or  we  should  not.     In  the  first 
case  our  legislative  power  would  not   be  exdu- 
fite,  but  concurrent;  in  the  other  part  of  the  alter- 
native, not  only  should  we  not  exercise  exdtmiH 
Uffislation,  but  another  power,  unknown   to  the 
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Coofctitution,  would  exercise  excluaire  le^slation. 
Under  these  impressions  he  should  vote  against 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  Whitman  said,  he  was  not  convinced  by 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Barboob,)  of  the  unconstitutionality  of  this  mea- 
sure. His  construction,  said  Mr.  W.,  of  the  Con- 
atitutJOD,  cannot  be  correct  In  giving  Congress 
the  exclusive  power  of  legislating  for^e  District, 
nothing  more  was  meant  or  intended,  than  to  «ve 
the  sovereign  control  over  it  to  Congress.  We 
have  the  same  power  over  the  territories,  and  no 
other;  and  by  words  of  similar  import — and  yet 
we  have  never  hesitated  to  erect  governments  over 
them.  The  argument  of  the  gentleman  would 
prove  too  much.  If  we  are  obliged  to  exercise  ex- 
clusive legislation,  and  cannot  delegate  this  power, 
how  happens  it  that  we  have  created  cities  within 
the  District,  and  given  them  legislative  power  1 
The  Citv  of  Washington  is  constantly  publishing 
her  legislative  acts  in  relation  to  the  city.  If  we 
can  delegate  any  portion  of  this  power,  we  can, 
surely,  ddegate  the  whole.  If  we  can  parcel  it 
out  in  detail,  we  can  part  with  it  in  the  gross. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  as  I  am  up,  I  will  jost  remark, 
that  it  will  be  impossible  for  Congress  to  legislate 
for  this  District.  Every  petty  purpose  for  which  an 
act  may  be  necessary,  whether  to  authorize  the  as- 
sessment of  a  tax,  to  incorporate  a  company,  or  to 
alter  a  name,  application  must  be  made  to  Congress ; 
the  application  be  referred  to  a  committee ;  the  com- 
mittee must  report,  perhaps  by  bill ;  the  report  be 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  placed 
among  the  orders  of  the  day  ;  and,  after  discussion 
and  amendment,  reported  to  the  House.  Then,  if 
a  bill,  af^er  being  raid  the  usual  number  of  times, 
be  engrossed  ;  and  then  enrolled  and  passed ;  and 
then  sent  to  the  Senate,  where  it  must  undergo  the 
same  formalities ;  and  finally,  receive  the  signature 
of  the  President.  Besides  the?«e  special  acts,  said 
Mr.  W.,  at  the  last  session  we  had  a  code  of  laws, 
in  a  volume  of  fire  or  six  hundred  pages,  of  a  gen- 
eral nature,  laid  upon  our  ta bit's.  The  highest  law 
authority  in  the  District  had  deemed  all  these  ne- 
cessary; and  that  authority  had  again  been  re- 
quested to  revise  this  code.  But,  said  Mr.  W.,  I 
have  never  yet  been  informed  in  what  manner 
thmt  laws  are  to  obtain  our  sanction.  Surely  we 
are  not  to  adopt  the  whole,  in  the  gross,  without 
knowing  any  thing  about  them,  and  without  their 
undergoing  any  ofthe  ordinary  forms  necessary  to 
the  passage  of  other  laws.  Such  legislation  would 
be  disgraceful.  And,  if  we  are  to  transcribe  each 
proposed  act  into  the  form  of  a  bill,  and  then  to 
pass  it  in  the  ordinary  way,  the  whole  time  of  Con- 
gnm  would  be  necessary,  exclusively,  for  many 
years,  for  the  purpose.  Sir,  I  believe  we  have  the 
power  to  rid  ounielves  of  this  business :  and  I  hope 
we  shall  not  fail  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  rose,  to  remind  the  House, 
and  particularly  those  gentlemen  who  were  not 
members  of  it  at  the  last  session,  that  the  RubJ4H;t 
now  before  the  House  being  then  under  considera- 
tion by  the  District  of  Columbia,  some  pains  had 
beei^ taken  to  ascertain  the  sense  of  the  citizens  of 
the  District  on  the  subject.     The  result  of  the  in- 


I  quiry  made  from  the  three  eorporatioos  of  Wash- 
i  ington,Georgetown,  and  Alexandria,  wasca  unan* 
I  imous  declaration  that  they  were  not  desirous  of 
;  the  establishment  ofa  territorial  government.  With 
I  regard  to  the  argumenu  of  the  scntleman  from 
,  Massachusetts,  in  reply  to  that  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  on  the  Constitutionality  of  such  a 
measure,  if  the  gentleman  would  examine  it  closely. 
he  would  find  that  they  were  really  arguments  of 
i  expediency,  founded  on  the  inconvenimces  expe- 
rienced from  the  present  condition  of  the  terri- 
,  tory. 

I     Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  rose  aad  said  that,  as  he 

,  considered  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 

!  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Whitmah)  proposed  making 

I  a  proviuion  of  some  importance,  at  least  in  a  fiscal 

point  of  view,  to  the  Government,  he  trusted  he 

should  not  be  considered  troublesome,  but  would 

be  iadu^^  by  the  House  whilst  he  o&red  those 

views  of  the  subject  which  had  occurred  to  him 

during  the  progress  of  the  debate. 

I  concur,  said  Mr.  C^  with  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Barbour,)  in  the  proposition  that 
a  legislative  body,  created  by  the  constitution  of 
the  State,  cannot  itself  create  a  sobordinate  legis- 
lature, and  impart  thereto  those  powers  of  legisla- 
tion with  which  it  wcu  itself  clothed.  It  would, 
as  the  gentleman  has  urged,  be  making  the  creature 
equal  to,  and  in  turn  itself  a  creator. 

But,  sir,  whilst  I  admit  the  correctness  of  this 
proposition,  I  must  beg  leave  to  differ  with  the 
gentleman  when  he  supposes  that  it  comes  in  col- 
lision with  the  resolution  now  before  the  House. 
The   resolution  proposes  the  establishment  of  a 
Territorial  government  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia.   But,  says  the  gentleman,  the  Constitn- 
tion  vests  the  power  of  legislating  for  that  District 
exclusively  in  Congress,  and,  from  the  expressions 
in  that  instnunent.  that  power  cannot  be  imparted 
to  a  subordmate  legislature.    Sir,  in  construing 
the  Constitution,  I  hold  it  as  a  correct  principle, 
that  all  its  parts  should  be  taken  together ;  and, 
adopting  this  as  the  true  rule  of  construction.  I 
think  it  will  appear  evident  that  it  was  not  the 
intention  of  the  convention,  in  using  those  words, 
that  Congress   iUelf  should   "exercise  exclusive 
legislation"  over  the  District ;  but  that  those  ex- 
pressions were  used  for  the  purpose  of  precluding 
the  sovereign  authority  of  those  States,  from  whien 
the  District  might  be  purchased,  from  exercising  it 
thereafter  over  the  District,  and  thereby  protect  the 
National  Legislature  and  the  various  departments 
of  the  Government  against  the  operation  of  laws 
passed  by  any  other  authority  than  itself,  or  such 
authority  as  would  be  amenaole  to  it. 

It  cannot  be  doubted,  Mr.  Speaker,  that,  at  the 
time  the  Constitution  was  adopted,  it  was  intended 
and  expected  to  purchase  this  "  ten  miles  square" 
for  the  seat  of  the  National  GoveAimcnt,  from  one 
or  more  States,  the  boundaries  whereof  were  al- 
ready defined  by  their  own  constitutions  or  char- 
ters, and  whose  sovereignty  was  co-extensive  with 
those  boundaries ;  and  in  order,  therefore,  to  ex- 
clude that  sovereignty,  after  such  purchase  by  the 
Federal  Government,  it  was  necessary  to  uae  ex- 
pressions at  least  as  strong  as  those  that  have  been 
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gress  snail  have  power  to  raise  and  support  i 

and  provide  for  the  common  defence/'     To  make    is  certainly  expending  't^' murh'nf  Tk'™*''  **''  '! 

all  regulatwns  concerning  the  erection  of  forts,  i  treasure  in  legEK^Tm^M  .       !  ""^V"""' 

arsenals,  magazines,  dtc,  wonld  seem,  therefore,  I  country      ^anc^^ IZ^f  '  ^"'°°  ""^  ^"^ 

^  t^implied  in  this  delegation  of  pow^r ;  yet,°£    S^e  ado^n  oTZ'^'m^s'^rr'  """"  '°  '^"'^"'^ 

cause  those  posts  might,  and  necessarily  would  be.        The  question  was^^   tak^n 

within  the  fimiLs  of  sovereign  States,  it  was  ne^  '  Mr  WHr^AN^a  m^tJnn   o  ?  ^  °^^?^>ng  to 

cessary  to  guaranty,  by  the"*  Constitution,  exclu  |  ilive  by  a  S^'dSn '  ^"^"^"^  '"  '^'  °^- 

wve  sovereignty  over  such  places  to  the  Federal  aivision. 

Crovrrnmpnt        Ii     ■mraa    n<v»^.. _.i _•  .»  •  '" 


Government.  It  was  necessary,  otherwise  the 
/  ?  ^^J^'^Srnties  might  interfere  with  the  views 
of  the  Federal  (Government  in  relation  to  those 
places ;  and  hence  we  see  that  Congress  is  author- 
ized to  "exercise  exclusive  legislation"  over  such 
places,  in  express  terms. 

And,  sir,  this  construction  will  appear  the  more 
reasonable  when  we  compare  the  foregoing  provi- 
sions of  the  Constitution  with  that  clause  which 
gives  to  Congress  the  power  to  make  all  needful 
rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  and 
other  property  of  the  United  States.  It  is  true  sir 
this  latter  clause  does  not  declare  that  Congres^ 
shall  have  the  power,  exdfinvtly,  lo  make  those 
needful  rules  and  regulations ;  and  it  was  for  an 
obvious  reason;  it  was  this,  sir:  That  over  the  ter- 
ritories belonging  to  the  United  States,  without 
the  boundary  of  any  particular  State,  there  could 
be  no  co^istmg  sovereignty,  the  exclusive  sover- 
eignty already  being  vested  in  Congress.  The 
word  exduHve  Avas  therefore  unnecessary,  because 
ir,!f  r'"A°**.°^''7.  sovereign  authority  to  be  ex- 
cluded. And  yet  Congress  is  empowered  to  make 
those  needful  rules  and  regulations ;  a  power  which 
Congr«s  has,  in  part,  invariably  exercised,  through 
the  medium  of  subordinate  legislatures. 

And,  sir,  the  moment  the  sovereignty  of  the 
federal  Government  became  complete  over  the 
IJistrict  ol  Columbia,  that  very  moment,  by  taking 
all  the  ConstituUon  togeth^,  it  stood  upon  the 
Mme  looting  with  the  other  territory  of  the  United 
fetates  and  Congress  was  authorized  to  make  all 
needlul  rules  and  regulations  respecting  it.  And 
upon  the  same  principle  that  Territorial  govern- 
meuts  have  been  estahlished  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi as  a  needful  rule  and  regulation  respecting 
that  territory,  Congress  may  establish  a  territorial 
government  m  this  District. 

I  contend,  then,  said  Mr.  C,  that  the  only  rea- 
son why  the  terms  in  which  the  powers  of  Con- 
gress aref  couched,  in  the  one  case,  are  stronger 
than  they  are  in  the  other,  is,  tha^  in  the  one  c^e, 
provision  was  to  be  made  for  transferring  a  pre^ 
existing  sovereignty  from  the  less  to  the  greater 
sovereign,  and,  Ih  the  other,  the  greater  was  al- 
ready possessed  of  that  sovereignty.  And  if  in 
the  one  case  Congress  have  authority  to  impart 
legislative  power  to  a  s-ubordmate  legislature  it 
has  It  equally  in  the  other.  ' 

If  I  hmre  arrived  fairly  at  this  conclusion,  Mr 
8>peakflrv  I  would  then  remark,  that  the  honorable 


TucsDAY,  December  28. 
Mr  Mason  presented  a  petition  of  a  committee 
of  delegates  appointed  by  persons  engaged  in  va- 
rious maoufacturing  establishments  in  the  State 

^kL^"^  *^*'*'  «^«pectively  praying  that  fur- 
ther measures  may  be  adopted  for  the  Purity  and 
protecuon  of  the  manulacturing  establishments  of 
ufac'tu^  '''■"  """^  to  the  Committee  on  Man- 
Mr.  Hazard  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
nhabitants  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  praying 
that  provision  may  be  made  for  the  prohibition  o? 
slavery  withm  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  when  the 
same  shall  be  erected  mto  a  State  government. 

Mr.  K0GER8  presented  a  similar  memorial  from 
sundry  inhabitants  of  Northampton  county,  ,n 
rennsylvania.  /»      • 

The  Speaker  presented  petitions  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  counties  ol  St.  Genevieve,  Madi- 
son, Washington,  Jefferson,  Wayne,  Cape  Girar- 
deau Uwrence,  and  NewMadrid,in  the  territory 
of  Missouri,  praying  that  the  said  Territory  may 

/i3   !?  '^t^""  '?^°°*'  '*■»***  '«  «»»«  petit/on. 

On^srf,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  h  com- 
mitted the  bill  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Archer  presented  a  petition  of  John  Ad- 
lum,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  stating  that  he 
has  succeeded  in  making  wine  of  a  very  superior 
quality  from  native  grapes,  and  praying  the  imen- 
tion  of  Congress  to  the  subject. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  petition  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  for  au- 
thority to  raise,  by  lottery,  the  sum  of  fifty  thou- 
sand  dollars,  to  be  applied  in  the  erection  of  a 
Masonic  Hall,  m  the  City  of  Washington.-Re- 
ferred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  W1LLIAM.S,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the  ' 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Ether  Shipley,  administrator  of  Thomas 
Huckminster,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief- 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed.  ' 

Mr.  Bloomfield,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Pensions,  to  whom  had  been  referred  an 
inquiry  into  the  manner  nx  which  the  pension  Uw 
of  March  18,  1818,  had  b«-en  executedV&c,  made 
a  report,  embracing  a  correspondence  with  the 
Secretary  of  War  apon  the  subject ;  which  was 
read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


r ---,  -  "wv^u  lufu  rt-marK,  mat  ine  nonorab  e    read  and  ordered  to  benrint/^ 
membalrom  Massachusetts f  Mr   Whitman^  h.c         \i,   \»  "^^f    "*  If  P"^^- 

uiciw^mr.  whitman;  has,  |      Mr.  Meigs,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom 
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was  referred  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  to  the  New  York  asylum  lor  the  deaf 
and  dumb  a  donation  of  public  land,  made  a  report 
thereon,  favorable  to  tho  purpose  proposed,  accom- 
pajiied  by  a  bill  granting  one  township  of  land  to 
said  institution  ;  which  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Setate  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  "An  act 
authorizing  a  subscription  for  the  eleventh  and 
twelfth  volumes  of  State  Papers,"  in  which  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  the  House.  The  bill  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  to-morrow. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  Danish  brigan- 
tine  Henrick ;  which  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

A  Message  was  also  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  transmitting  to  Congress  a 
report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Build- 
ings, and  sundry  other  documents,  exhibiting  the 
present  state  of  those  buildings,  and  the  expendi- 
tures thereon  during  the  year  Ending  the  30th  of 
September  last ;  which  message  was  read. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  giving  the 
result  of  the  assays  of  sundry  foreign  coins  made 
current  within  the  United  States  by  the  act  of 
April  29th,  1816;  which  was  read  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table.  •■ 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  topographical 
reports,  made  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  practi- 
cability of  uniting  the  waters  of  Illinois  river  with 
those  of  Lake  Michigan ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crowell,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  by  law  one  or  more  ad- 
ditional land  offices  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hooks,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  tor  perfecting 
titles  for  land  sold  for  direct  tax,  where  the  collec- 
tor is  dead  or  removed  without  having  made  titles 
for  such  land. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Car- 
olina, the  Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  re- 
port to  this  House  the  aggregate  amount  of  the 
military  peace  establishment  of  the  United  States 
actually  m  service  for  each  and  every  year  since 
the  year  1815,  distinguishing  between  the  number 
of  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians, 
and  the  number  of  privates.  ^. 


RESTRICTION  OF  SLAVERY. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  rose  and  stated,  that 
he  was  instructed  by  the  committee  to  whom  had 
been  referred  the  resolution  of  the  15th  instant, 
directing  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  prohib- 
iting the  extension  of  slavery  in  the  Territories  of 
the  United  States,  to  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject.  Mr.  T.  gave 
as  a  reason  for  his  motion,  that  the  committee  had 
16th  Con.  1st  Sess 26 


found  that,  after  a  free  interchange  of  opinions, 
they  could  not,  consistently  with  their  ideas  of  pub- 
lic duty,  come  to  any  conclusion,  or  agree  to  any 
report  which  could  promise  to  unite  in  any  degree 
the  conflicting  views  of  the  House  on  this  quesUon. 

The  question  was  taken  on  discharging  the  com- 
mittee from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject 
and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Taylor  then,  as  he  observed,  to  bring  the 
question  before  the  House,  at  a  proper  time  and  in 
a  distinct  shape,  and  not  with  a  view  to  invite  a 
discussion  on  it  at  this  time,  moved  the  following 
resolution : 

"  Resolved,  That  a  committM  be  appointed  with 
inttructiont  to  report  a  bill  prohibiting  the  farther  ad- 
miaaion  of  slaves  into  the  Territories  of  the  Uoited 
States  west  of  the  river  Mississippi." 

Mr.  L0WNOE8  said  he  should  have  no  objection 
to  the  resolution,  if  its  effect  would  be  nothing  more 
than  was  stated  by  the  mover ;  but  it  surely  ought 
not  to  be  expected  that  the  House  would  pass  with- 
out discussion  a  resolution  expressed  in  terms  such 
as  the  one  before  them.  Before  the  House  should 
agree  to  instruct  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  em- 
bracing a  principle  on  which  there  were  varying 
opinions,  it  would  certainly  discuss  the  preliminary 
question.  He  suggested,  therefore,  that  the  phrase- 
ology be  modified  so  as  not  to  express  any  opin- 
ion of  the  House  in  adopting  it.  If  a  committee 
could  not  agree,  as  had  just  bwn  stated,  it  eertainly 
could  not  be  expected  that  the  House  would  adopt 
such  a  form  of  expression,  without  debate,  as  should 
indicate  an  agreement  of  opinion  on  this  subject 
Mr.  Taylor  did  not  understand  the  resolution 

the  same  way  as  Mr.  Lowndes.     The  House 


in 


could  not  get  at  the  question  unless  it  was  on  a  bill ; 
and,  in  directing  the  committee  to  prepare  a  bill, 
he  did  not  intend  to  express  any  opinion  on  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  or  intend  that  the  House  should 
decide  on  the  abstract  question.  Had  such  been 
his  object,  he  would  have  stated  in  the  resolution 
that  it  was  expedient.  He  presumed  there  was  no 
members,  he  knew  of  none,  who  doubted  the  Con- 
stitutional power  of  Congress  to  impose  such  a 
restriction  on  the  Territories,  and  the  only  question 
which  the  bill  could  present,  was  one  of  expediency. 
The  resolution  would  not  commit  any  member  as 
to  the  abstract  question  referred  to. 

Mr.  Rhea  was  opposed  to  the  resolution,  because 
he  considered  it  not  a  very  fair  way  of  coming  at 
the  question.  He  wished  gentlemen  would  exercise 
a  little  of  the  candor  they  talked  about  so  much, 
and  not  endeavor  to  force  the  discussion  on  the 
House  unexjiectedly.  The  adoption  of  such  a 
resolution  by  the  House  would  nave  the  effect  to 
spread  an  opinion  through  the  country,  that  the 
House  approved  of  the  bill  they  ordered  to  be 
brought  in,  and  that  it  would  become  a  law ;  and 
he  wished  no  such  opinion  to  go  forth.  The  res- 
olution was  worded  as  if  the  question  of  expedi- 
ency was  settled,  and  took  every  thing  for  granted. 
This  he  was  opposed  to.  There  was  a  great  deal 
to  be  said  on  that  question ;  and  he  would  not 
agree  to  a  resolution  which  should  have  the  appear- 
ance  of  admitting  principles  which  had  not  been 
I  discussed  or  conceded  fairly. 
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sissippi 

Mr.  Taylob  rose  again  to  say  that  the  discus- 
sion could  nof  come  up  withont  abundant  notice. 
The  bill  would  take  its  course  at  the  foot  of  the 
orders,  when  reported,  and  would  come  up  in  its 
turn.  The  effect  of  Mr.  Smith's  motion  would 
be  to  discuss  the  subject  twice — first,  on  the  reso- 
lutioOf  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  then  on 
the  bill  itself.  The  discussion  of  the  resolution  he 
conceived  was  superfluous — the  question  could  be 
fully  debated  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  Smith  said  it  certainly  could  not  be  ex- 
pected that  the  resolution  could  be  adopted  with- 
out discussing  the  whole  merits  of  the  subject,  in- 
asmuch as  the  resolution  called  on  the  House  to 
sanction  what  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion 
on.  If  the  question  was  taken  now,  it  would  be 
taking  advantage  of  the  absent  members. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Massachusetts,  did  not  agree 
with  the  mover  of  this  resolution.  It  proposed  to 
instruct  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  a  par- 
ticular object.    This  proposition  tested  the  opinion 


Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  was  sure  the  mover  of 
the  resolution  did  not  wish  to  take  the  House  by 
surprise ;  and,  a«  many  members  were  absent,  it 
would  not  be  proper  to  press  a  decision  on  the  res- 
olution now.  The  proper  course  was  the  usual 
on^— to  refer  the  inquuy  to  a  committee.  Let 
them  consider  it ;  if  they  should  report  a  bill,  let 
that  bill  go  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  when 
the  House  would  be  apprized  of  it,  and  would  be 
prepared  to  discuss  and  act  on  it.  He  moved  that 
the  resolution  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  made  the  order  for  the  second 
Monday  in  January  ;  because  the  members  had 
been  prepared  to  anticipate,  on  that  day,  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject  in  another  form. 

Mr.  Mebcer  was  sure,  from  the  first,  that  noth- 
ing like  compromise  would  grow  out  of  the  adop- 
tion and  reference  of  the  former  resolution,  be- 
cause one  party  founded  their  .opinions,  honestly, 
he  had  no  doubt,  on  what  they  conceived  the 
solemn  obligations  of  justice;  and  the  other  party 
founded  theirs  on  the  solemn  obligations  of  an 
oath.  As  respected  the  discussion  of  this  subject, 
it  had  been  referred  to  the  second  Monday  in 
January,  and  it  was  considered  settled  that  it 
would  not  come  up  before.  It  was,  therefore,  im- 
proper to  take  up  the  discussion  now,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  many  members,  who  had  left  here  in 
confidence  that  the  subject  would  not  be  discus.sed 
until  a  fixed  day ;  and  in  a  way,  too,  which  would 
commit  the  House  on  the  question.  Whenever  a 
member  wished  to  bring  in  a  bill,  he  always  gave 
notice,  and  was  required  to  do  so ;  because  a  sol- 
emn character  was  given  to  a  subject  when  once 
entertained  by  the  House,  and  it  was  considered 
fair  to  give  notice.  Mr.  M.  observed  that  his  ob- 
jections to  the  resolution  grew  out  of  no  hostility 
to  its  object.  When  the  question  proposed  should 
come  fairly  before  the  House,  he  should  support 
the  proposition.  Standing  here  as  a  Representa- 
tive of  the  people  west  of  the  Mississippi,  he  should 
record  his  vote  against  suffering  the  dark  cloud  of 
calamity,  which  now  darkened  his  country,  from 
rolling  on  beyond  the  peaceful  shores  of  the  Mis- 


of  the  House  on  the  measure;  because,  if  he  voted 
for  instructing  a  committee  for  any  object,  it  would 
be  expected  of  him  to  vote  for  the  bill,  when  it 

should  be  reported,  pursuant  to  the  insirucli6n 

unless  he  wished  to  be  thought  inconsistent.  To 
vote  for  the  instruction  would  certainly  be  con- 
sidered as  a  pledge  to  support  the  object  of  the 
bill.  He  was  not  prepared  to  say  whether  he 
would  vote  for  such  a  bill  as  the  one  proposed  or 
not — he  inclined  to  think  he  should  not.  But  he 
was  satisfied  of  one  thing,  and  that  was,  that  this 
question  was  very  different  from  that  of  the  Mis- 
souri bill;  and  he  thought  that  bill  ought  to  be 
first  actfd  on — it  had  been  once  already  aiscussed 
and  had  priority  of  the  proposition  now  before  the' 
Hoase.  Mr.  H.  observed  tnat,  whatever  he  might 
think  about  prohibiting  slavery  in  the  Territbries  of 
the  United  States,  he  could  entertain  no  doubt  on 
the  other  question.  His  mind  was  fully  made  up 
and  settled  that  the  House  had  no  right  to  inhibit 
a  State  in  this  particular.  The  Constitution  of 
the  country,  the  treaty  of  cession,  settled  his  opin- 
ion on  this  question,  and  forbade  him  to  hesitate  in 
declaring  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  prohibit 
the  exercise  of  this  privilege  by  the  State  of 
Missouri. 

Mr.  LivEHMOHE,  of  New  Hampshire,  made  a 
few  observations^  the  object  of  which  was  to  show 
that  a  vote  in  favor  of  this  resolution  pledged 
neithef  the  House,  nor  the  members  individually, 
to  vote  for  any  bill  which  should  be  reported  m 
pursuance  of  it,  if  adopted. 

Mr.  HoL.MEH  said  he  had  not  contended  that  a 
vote  for  the  resolution  would  absolutely  bind  mem- 
bers to  vote  for  the  bill ;  becau.se  they  had  a  right 
to  be  inconsistent  if  they  chose.  If  they  were 
consistent,  however,  they  would  not  vote  for  the 
resolution  if  they  did  not  intend  also  to  vote  for 
the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  postponing  the 
question,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  a  rote 
of  83  to  %Z. 

NAVY  .\PPR0PRIATI0N8. 

The  Hou.se  resolveii  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  (Mr.  Nelsow,  of  Virginia,  in  the  chair) 
on  the  bill  making  certain  further  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 

(When  this  subject  was  before  the  House  on 
Thursday  last,  some  discussion  took  place  on  the 
subjectof  transfers  of  appropriations  from  one  head 
of  expenditure  to  another,  which  Mr.  Stoebu 
commenced,  and  in  which  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, Mr.  Randolph,  and  Mr.  Mebcer,  took  part 
When  that  discussion  was  adioumed,  it  was  with 
the  understanding  that,  on  tne  subject  bring  re- 
sumed, the  chairman  of  the  committee  would  com- 
municate to  the  House  such  information  on  the 
subject  as  might  WoVtained  by  application  to  the 
proper  Dtpartments.j 

Mr.  S.mith,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  the  course 
which  the  discussion  had  taken  on  a  former  day, 
on  the  bill  now  Under  consideration,  would  make 
it  necessary  for  him  to  travel  back  into  our  laws, 
and  the  proceedings  under  them,  and  would  plead 
his  apology  for  the  time  that  he  should  be  uuder 
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the  neeessitv  of  occupying.  Inquiry,  said  he,  wms 
made  as  to  the  manner  of  executing  the  act  of  1795, 
and  the  proceedings  of  the  Executive  officers 
under  th«  act  of  1909,  and  doubts  seem  to  have 
been  entertained  that  the  first  had  been  evaded, 
and  the  last  executed  on  improper  principles. 

An  act  passed  in   1795,  commonly  called  the 
Sinking  Fund,  its  object  the  gradual  payment  of 
tb<;  national  debt,  into  which  was  gathered  every 
item  that  could  be  spared.     Among  others  it  was 
enacted,  "That  any  sum  unexpended,  of  any  ap- 
'  propria tion,  for  naore  than  two  years  after  the 
'  date  of  the  appropriation,  should  pass  to  an  ac- 
♦  count  to  be  called  the  Surplus  Fund,"  and  thus 
fiorm  a  part  of  the  Sinking  ^  und.     At  that  period 
t^re  was  no  Navy  Department.     The  SecreUry 
of  War  was  vested,  by  the  act  of  1789,  with  pow- 
ers to  superintend  naval  affairs.      All  moneys  re- 
quired for  either  the  army  or  nary,  however  tnfling, 
were  drawn  by  warrants  direct  on  the  Treasury.  , 
This  mode  was  found  extremely  inconvenient  and 
troublesome  to  the  departments.     On  the  30th  of  j 
April,  1798,  an  act  passed  erecting  the  Navy  De- 1 
pertment,  and  on  the  16th  of  July,  of  the  same 


year,  a  law  passed,  "  that  the  Treasurer  of  the 
'  United  8utcs  shall  disburse  all  such  money  as 
'  shall  have  been  ordered  for  the  use  of  the  army 
'  or  navy."  The  Treasurer  of  the  United  States 
thus  became  the  treasurer,  or  banker,  of  the  War 
and  Navy  Departments.  The  heads  of  each  drew 
from  the  Treasury  in  large  sums,  and  deposited 
them  with  their  treasurer,  on  whom  they  drew 
warrants  a«  the  wants  of  the  departments  required. 
Prior  to  the  act  of  July,  1798,  all  unexpended  bal- 
ances in  the  Treasury  were  carried  to  the  Surplus 
Fund ;  subsequent  to  that  act,  the  money  is  drawn 
into  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  for  the  use  of  the 
arrav  l^d  navy.  Although  there  have  been  unex- 
pended balances,  they  have  not  been  considered  such 
as  the  law  contemplated  to  be  carried  to  the  "Sur- 
plusFund."  And  such  has  been  tbeuniform practice 
under  those  several  acu ;  all  unexpended  balances 
in  the  Treasury  Department  go,  after  two  years, 
to  the  •* Surplus  Fond;"  those  in  the  hands  of  the 
tvMMirer  of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments  do 
not — they  are  applied  as  wanted  for  the  public 
service. 

During  the  admini.stretion  of  General  Washing- 
ton and  Mr.  Adams,  a  gross  sum  was  applied,  by 
the  appropriation  law,  for  the  army  and  navy,  to 
be  disbursed  on  certain  specific  objects.  The  whole 
amount  was  considered  as  applicable  to  all  or  any 
of  the  specific  items ;  so  that,  if  there  was  too  much 
allowed  for  one  of  the  objects,  the  officers  were 
authorized  to  apply  the  surplus  to  meet  any  defi- 
ciency that  mirht  arise  in  others.  That  mode  was 
not  approved  by  Mr.  Jefferson ;  and,  in  his  inau- 
gural speech,  I  find  the  following  recommendation, 
to  wit: 

"  In  OUT  care  of  tdf  public  contributions  intrusted  to 
oor  discretion,  it  would  be  prudent  to  multiplj  birriera 
•ffsiiiat  their  diuipati^n,  by  appropriating  apecific  suma 
to  every  apedfic  purpose  auaceplible  of  definition,  by 
disdiowinf  sti  applicationa  of  raoney,  varying  from  the 
appnmriation  in  object,  or  tntDseending  it  io  amount, 
by  redociag  the  undeAned  field  of  contingenciea,  andf 


thereby  drcnmacribing  diacretteoary  powara  over  bo« 
ney,  and  by  bringing  back  to  a  aiogla  department  ail 
aceountebiiitiea  for  meocy,  where  the  examioation 
■ay  be  prompt,  efficaciooa,  and  uniform." 

I  bad  always  believed  that  a  law  had  immedi- 
ately passed  to  carry  into  execution  those  laws.     I 
can  find  no  such  law.     There,  however,  is  a  dif- 
ference in  the  caption  of  the  appropriation  laws, 
passed  thereafter,  which,  with  the  recommendation 
of  Mr.  Jefferson,  opiated  so  as  that,  ever  after, 
the  officers  considered  themselves  bound  not  to  ex- 
ceed the  amount  appropriated  to  each  specific  (^ 
ject  in  the  law.     This  new  mode  was  beautiful  in 
theory,  but  was  attended  with  great  inconvenience 
and  public  injury  in  practice.     No  estimate  can 
provide  for  unforeseen  occurrences.   No  man,  when 
he  undertakes  repairs  to  a  ship,  can  estimate  what 
they  will  cost.     The  consequence  was,  that  Con- 
gress had  occasion  to  pass  laws  like  the  present, 
lo  provide  for  deficiencies.     The  President   had 
under  his  particular  care  the  expenditures  on  the 
I  public  buildings,  and  with  ail  his  care  exceeded  the 
I  appropriation,  in  four  items  of  specification,  to  the 
amount  of  Si02,000;  to  remedy  which  excess  of 
expenditure  Congress  passed  an  act,  dated  April 
26,  1808.    The  inconveniences  of  this  system  were 
felt,  and  became  subjects  of  conversation.     To 
remedy  them  Mr.  Hillhouse  did,  on  the  13th  of 
February,  1809,  introduce  into  the  Senate  a  reso- 
lution, ^that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  several  acts  relative  to  the 
Treasury,  War,  and  Navy,"  and  a  committee  com- 
posed of  Messrs.  Giles,  Hillhouse,  and  Crawford, 
were  elected.      Thus,  then,  the  subject-matter  of 
the  act  of  1809  was  introduced  twenty  days  before 
it  became  a  law.   The  act  passed  the  Senate  with- 
out opposition  ;  it  was  sent  to  tfje  House,  and,  on 
its  first  reading,  a  motion  was  made  by  Willis  Al- 
ston to  "reject,"  (an  extraordinary  motion,)  and 
carried  almost  by  acclamation.     An  appropriation 
for  the  army  and  navy  was  then  on  its  passage  in 
the  House,  to  which  was  tacked  some  sections  for 
the  regulation  of  the  several  departments;  it  went 
to  the  Senate,  who  were  oflended  that  such  sub- 

iects  should  be  connected  with  an  appropriation 
(ill;  they  struck  them  out,  and,  by  way  of  amend- 
ment, inserted  their  own  bill ;  the  House  negatived 
their  amendment ;  the  Senate  insisted — the  House 
iitsisted — and  conferees  were  appointed  :  the  result 
was,  that  the  appropriation  bill  was  separated,  and 
the  act  of  1809  became  the  law  of  the  land.  The 
act  had  been  in  transit  twenty  days — had  been  the 
subject  of  conversation — but  whether  the  particu- 
lar attention  of  the  President  had  been  called  to  its 
provisions  or  not  I  am  uninformed.  That  law 
enacts,  that  all  warrants  shall  specify  the  item  of 
specification  to  which  the  same  shall  be  charged  ; 
that  the  War  and  Navy  Departments  shall  report 
to  Congress  distinct  accounts  of  the  application  of 
each  expenditure  under  its  respective  specification ; 
that  the  President  may,  on  the  application  of  either 
Secretary,  transfer  the  surplus  of  any  one  specifi- 
cation to  meet  the  deficiency  in  any  other  report 
to  be  made  to  Congress  of  all  such  transfers ;  that 
a  statement  of  the  moneys  applied  to  the  payment 
of  the  contingait  expenses  of^  the  War  and  Nary 
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Departmentii,  shall  be  Imid  before  Confress  at  tbe 
beginDiDg  of  each  year. 

I  again  repeat,  that  the  uniform  practice  under 
those  laws  has  been  to  consider  all  moneys  drawn 
by  the  War  and  Navy  Departments  from  the  Trea- 
sury, and  deposited  with  their  treasurer,  as  taken 
completely  out  of  the  purview  of  the  surplus  fund, 
and,  until  entirely  expended,  subject  to  the  Presi- 
dent's power,  under  the  act  of  1809,  to  transfer  the 
unexpended  balances  to  any  other  object  in  the 
same  departoient,  for  the  public  serrice ;  in  proof 
whereof,  I  ask  leave  to  submit  three  documents 
which  I  have  obtained,  to  wit:  The  direction  of 
the  Comptroller  for  the  War  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments, relative  to  their  conduct   under  the  act  of 
1809;  remarks  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy;  and 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.   (The 
Clerk  having  read  those  documents  Mr.  S.  pro- 
ceeded.)  1  have  stated  what  has  been  the  uniform 
practice  under  the  acts  of  1795  and  1809;  the  doc-  i 
V  uments  just  read  fully  confirm  what  I  have  stated. 
Has  the  construction  given  to  those  laws  by  the 
Executive  been  erroneous?    Of  that  every  gentle-  ' 
man  will  determine  for  himself  if  it  has.    Congress 
has  had  it  every  year  presented  to  their  view;  it  has  ' 
not  been  kept  a  secret;  a  report  of  those  unexpend-  ' 
ed  balances,  in  the  army  and  navy,  has  annually 
been  before  every  member,  and  the  statement  print- 
ed, showing  those  items  (which  caused  the  present 
discussion)  as  balances  unexpended  for  the  last 
three  years,  decreasing  annually,  according  as  they 
were  in  part  transferred  to  some  other  object  of 
public  service.    The  whole  subject  has  been  faith- 
fully reported  to  Congress ;  no  objection  having 
been  made,  no  notice  taken,  Congress  did  nega^ 
tivelv  approbate  the  construction  given  to  the  law. 
At  all  events,  no  censure  can  attach  to  the  present 
head  of  the  Navy  Department.   He  has  conducted 
his  de|Mrtment  agreeably  to  the  rules  prescribed 
by  the  Comptroller,  and  to  the  practice  which  had 
•  uniformly  prevailed.     If  another  and  different  con- 
struction be  considered  more  advantageous  to  the 
public  interest,  a  law  to  remedy  must  be  enacted. 
A  remedy  to  prevent  transfers  being  made  from 
objects  in  their  nature  permanent,  has  already  been 
applied  by  the  act  of  1817,  which  "prohibits  the 
*  President    from    transferring   any  appropriation 
'  made   for  forufications,  arsenals,  armories,  cus- 
'  torn-houses,  docks,  navy  yards,  or  building?  of 
'  any  sort,  munitions  of  war,  or  pay  of  the  army  or 
'  navy,  to  any  other  object."     I  have,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, taken  a  view  of  all  the  laws  which  apply  to 
the  object  of  the  inquiry  made  on  a  former  day, 
and,  having  furnished  the  information    required 
from  the  departments,  I  will  proceed  to  consider  the 
bill  under  consideration. 

An  appropriation  is  required,  of  $475,000,  to  pay 
the  deficiencies  in  the  navy  expenditures  for  the 
year  1819.  The  appropriation  for  the  navy  for 
that  year  was  signed  on  the  1,6th  of  February. 
The  estimates  had  been  made  on  the  expenses  that 
would  be  neces&ry  under  the  existing  laws.  The 
deficiency  has  arisen  from  various  causes.  The 
Senate,  being  informed  that  the  estimates  for  the 
i^val  service  had  not  gone  through  the  corrective 
of  the  uavy  commissioners,  applied  to  them  for  in- 


formation, and,  in  consequence,  reduced  the  amount 
I  of  some  of  the  items,  increased  others,  and,  on  the 
whole  bill,  made  a  reduction  of  $400,000.     On  the 
3d  March,  at  the  last  hour,  two  bills  passed  ;  one 
to  suppress  piracy,  the  other  to  prevent  the  trade 
in  slaves,  and  directed  the  President  to  employ  the 
navy  of  the  United  States  m  carrying  into  execu- 
tion those  highly  important  laws ;  but  the  framers 
supplied  no  mean.%  made  no  appropriation,  to  en- 
able the  President  to  fit,  arm,  and  man  the  vessels 
intended  for  that  service.     There  were,  then,  no 
means  in  his  power,  except  those  under  the  gen- 
eral appropriation  bill  of  16th  February,  and  they 
have  (as  must  have  been  foreseen)  proved  inade- 
quate.    In  the  merchant  service  the  rule  is, "  break 
your  owners  rather  than  break  your  orders."  This 
nile  might  be  very  dangerous   in   Governments. 
The  President  obeyed  the  laws,  no  doubt  under  a 
well-founded  confidence  that  Congress  would  ap- 
propriate the  money  necessary  to  carry  into  effect 
their  own  acts.     He  might  have  declined,  and  have 
told  us,  you  made  no  appropriations,  and,  there- 
fore, I  have  done  nothing  towards  carrying  into 
effect  those  two  important  laws.     He  has  acted  a 
more  magnanimous  part,  and  has  assumed  a  re- 
sponsibility.    In  obedience  to  the  law,  he  put  into 
commission  the  Constellation,  Enterprize,  three 
schooners,  and  two  gunboats,  and  he  has  caused 
to  be  repaired  and  ready  for  service  the  Cyane; 
that  vessel  was  taken  from  the  British,  was  very 
rotten,  and  has  cost  nearly  as  much  as  a  new  ves- 
sel.    He  also  has  employed  the  Hornet  (not  con- 
templated in  the  estimate)  in  going  to  and  from 
Spam,  on  the  subje<:t  of  the  treaty.     In  addition 
to  those  expenses,  he  has  caused  the  Columbus  to 
be  prepared  for  sea ;  he  has  prepared  masts  and 
spars  at  the  different  navy  yards  to  be  ready  in 
case  ol  accidents ;  he  has  sent  stores  for  six  months, 
and  2,000  barrels  of  "provision,  to  the  Mediterra- 
nean ;  and  bills  to  an  unusual  amount  have  been 
drawn    by  Commodore    Stewart   and    the   navy 
agents  on  our  bankers  in  London,  who  are  actu- 
ally in  advance  for  the  Navy  Department  $206,000, 
for  which  we  are  now  paying  interest— an  advance 
that  they  never  ought  to  be  subject  to,  and  which 
has  arisen  from  the  funds  having  been  diverted  to 
carry  into  effect  the  two  laws  alluded  to. 

I  trust,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  given  satisfactory 
reasons  to  show  that  the  extra  expenditures  in  the 
Navy  Department  have  been  indispeasahle,  and 
that  the  bill  ought  to  pass. 

Mr.  Stohrs  said,  that,  having  had  the  honor  to 
ask  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Wayi 
and  Means  the  explanation  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  had  furnished  to  the  House,  he  was 
entitled  to  his  thanks  for  the  information  which 
he  had  given  of  the  c«)nstruction  which  had  been 
put  on  the  law  of  1809.     Having  recently  had  oc- 
casion to  examine  the  mode  in  which  the  appro- 
priation accounts  were  kept,  he  was  not  surprised 
at  the  nature  of  this  extraordinary  interpretation 
of  the  power  of  transfer  from  one  specific  appro- 
priation to  another.     He  bad  determined  to  bring 
the  subject  into  notice  at  the  first  opportunity,  and 
•he  information  had  been  asked  that  the  House 
ht  be  officially  informed  of  the  extent  of  the 
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practice  under  the  law  of  1809,  and  that,  after  a 
full  knowledge  of  the  evasion  of  the  law  of  1795, 
the  evil  might  be  corrected.  He  did  not,  however, 
expect  to  hear,  and  was  indeed  surprised  to  learn, 
from  the  documents  which  the  honor;^ble  gentle- 
roan  had  produced  this  morning,  that  repayments 
into  the  Treasury  had  been  carried  back  to  the 
credit,  and  been  coiuidered  as  increasing  the  funds 
of  the  departments  for  whose  use  the  original  ap- 
popriations  had  been  drawn  out.  The  original 
introduction  of  such  a  practice  was  justified  by 
scarcely  a  semblance  of  authority. 

The  law  of  3d  March,  1795,  provides  that,  in 
regird  to  all  sums  remaining  unexpended  upon 
anv  appropriations,  (except  those  relating  to  the 
public  debt,  or  where  a  longer  duration  vras  spe- 
cially assigned,)  for  more  than  two  years  after  the 
expirati(»  of  the  calendar  year  in  which  the  act  of 
appronnation  shall  have  passed,  lurh  appropria- 
tion shall  be  deemed  to  have  ceased  and  been  de- 
termined, and  the  sums  so  unexpended  shall  be 
carried  to  the  surplus  fund.     The  proviso  to  the 
first  section  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1809,  authorizes 
the  President,  in  the  recess  of  Congress,  to  direct 
that  a  portion  of  the  moneys,  appropriated  for  a 
particular  branch  of  expenditures,  be  applied  to 
another  branch  of  expenditure  in  the  same  depart- 
ment.    The  chairman  of  the  committee  now  in- 
forms us  that  the  practice  has  been,  that  the  mo- 
neys appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  array  and  navy 
are  respectively  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  on  the 
warrant  of  the  neads  of  the  departments,  and  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
as  agent  for  the  respective  departments ;  that,  when 
once  drawn  out  on  these  warrants,  such  moneys 
are  no  longer  considered  as  in  the  Treasury ;  and, 
although  large   balances  of  these  appropriations 
may  remain  unexpended  for  any  indennite  length  I 
of  time,  are  deemed  to  be  exempt  from  the  oper- 
ation of  the  law  of  1795,  but  may  remain   in  the  ' 
Treasurer's  l\ands  for  years  subject  to  be  brought  j 
forward  under  the  power  of  transfer,  and  collected 
into  a  fund  for  the  use  of  the  departments,  as  exi- 
gency or  convenience  mav  require.     This  practice, 
said  Mr.  S.,  so  far  from  being  consistent  with  the 
object  and  execution  of  the  law  of  1795,  is  directly 
opposed  to  its  manifest  intention  and  spirit.     The 
distinction  between  balances  in  the  Treasury  and 
in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  is  totally  unwar- 
ranted by  the  statute.     It  does  not  relate  merely  to 
balances  remaining  undrawn  by  warrant  from  the 
Treasury;  its  terms  are  general  and  unqualified, 
and  include  any  sum  remaining  unexpended,  with- 
out reference  to  its  intermediate  transmission  to 
the  departments,  or  to  any  regulations  which  might 
be  adopted  in  the  mode  of  keeping  the  public  ac- 
counts.    After  two  years,  these  l»lances  cannot 
be  reached  by  the  power  of  transferring  appropri- 
ations ;  for  the  letter  of  the  act  expressly  declares 
that  after  that  period  such  appropriations  shall  be 
deemed  to  have  ceased  and  determined.     No  such 
appropriations,  therefore,  exist,  on  which  the  power 
or  transfer  could  operate.     The  practical  effect  of 
the  administration  of  the  finances,  under  the  sys- 
tem which  has  been  thus  introduced,  has  rendered 
the  law  of  1795  little  else  than  a  dead  letter.     If 


^ntlemen  will  examine,  they  will  find  that,  while 
Jor  several  years  past  large  balances  have  been 
I  brought  forward  and  expended,  the  product  to  the 
:  surplus  fund,  from  the  source  of  unexpended  ap- 
I  propnations,  has  been  scarcely  an  item  of  the  ac- 
count. The  framer  of  the  law  of  1795  could  never 
have  conceived  its  practical  inutility  by  this  per- 
version of  its  spirit.  So  p«linaciously  has  the 
error  been  persisted  in,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  I  hare 
been  informed  that  a  former  Secretary  of  the 
Treasunr,  on  a  consultation  with  him  by  one  of 
the  heads  of  department,  relative  to  the  disposition 
of  large  balances,  which  at  onetime  had  accumu- 
lated, answered,  that  he  knew  of  no  method  by 
which  they  could  be  legally  or  regularly  brought 
back  into  the  Treasury,  and  that  the  only  way  in 
which  they  could  be  disposed  of,  was  to  disburse 
the  moneys,  ndms  voUnt,  for  the  uses  of  the  depart- 
ment. It  is  the  duty  of  the  House  to  interfere  and 
check  the  abuses  to  which  such  a  system  tends. 
In  the  hands  of  a  profligate  and  corrupt  adminis- 
tration, (and  we  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  we 
shall  hereafter  be  exempt  from  the  common  lot  of 
nations,)  the  accumulation  of  these  funds  may  en- 
able them  successftilly  to  defy  even  the  power  of 
Congress.  For  one,  I  will  trust  no  administration 
with  pecuniary  resources  beyond  the  annual  ap- 
propriations voted  by  this  House.  There  are  many 
considerations  which  might  be  urged,  and  I  hope 
successfully  will  be,  against  the  practice  which  vi 
now  developed,  when  this  subject  shall  be  brought 
before  us  for  legislation  immediately  in  relation 
to  it. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  althoti^h  the  honorable  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  has 
disclosed  that  branch  of  our  system  of  public  ex- 
penditure which  relates  to  the  power  of  transfer, 
yet  there  are  other  subjects  intimately  connected 
with  it  which  deserve  our  attention.  The  only 
clue  which  is  furnished  to  the  House,  by  whicn 
the  amount  of  these  balances  at  any  period  can  be 
discovered,  is  the  account  annually  rendered  by  the 
Heads  of  the  Departments,  in  pursuance  of  the  act 
of  1809.  But,  as  if,  by  the  most  singular  fiitality, 
the  whole  system  was  intended  to  elude  all  our 
vigilance  and  sagacity,  these  balances  are  by  the 
act  directed  to  be  made  up  to  the  30th  day  of  8«>- 
tember,  in  each  year.  While  we  appropriate  for 
the  dominical  year,  the  fiscal  year  commences  and 
ends  on  the  30th  of  September.  The  consequence 
of  this  variance  between  them  is,  that  the  annual 
accounts  of  the  Departments  rendered  to  Congress 
fall  three  months  short  of  the  commencement  of 
the  period  of  appropriations  for  the  ensuing  year, 
and  at  the  same  time  extend  back  and  include 
three  months'  disbursements  of  the  appropriations 
made  two  years  before  the  rendition  of  the  account. 
If  we  undertake,  therefore,  the  examination  of  the 
account  for  the  fiscal  year  preceding  this  session, 
we  shall  find  that  it  includes  the  disbursement  of 
the  last  annual  appropriation  during  six  months 
only.  Although  balances  may  appear  to  be  stand- 
ing in  the  books  on  the  30th  ot  September,  it  is 
doubtful  whether  any  such  balances  exist  on  the 
1st  January  succeeding — at  least,  the  House  hare 
no  documents  by  which  it  may  be  determined.     It 
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.   might  often  be  highly  expedient  that  the  balances 
of  appropriations  of  certain  descriptions,  a»  they 
exist  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  should  be 
deducted  from  the  new  apfnropriations.    The  House 
had  no  means  of  ascertaining  tbe  propriety  of  that 
course.     It  was  indeed  time  that  the  Committee  of 
Wavs  and  Means,  in  making  up  their  estimates, 
might  be  enabled,  by  diligent  and  close  inquiry  at 
the  public  offices,  to  determine  with  some  degree 
of  certainty  the  amount  of  deduction  which  it 
might  be  prudent  to  make ;  but  the  accounts  sliould 
be  8o  kept  and  rendered,  that  every  member  could 
easily  understand  and  comprehend  the  operations 
and  results  of  the  whole  system.     It  should   be 
reduced  at  least  to  such  simplicity,  that  not  only 
the  appropriations  of  one  year  misht  be  precisely 
compared  with  the  expenditures  of  the  same  yeor, 
but  that  the  expenditure  under  each  appropriation 
mif  ht  be  distinctly  traced.    This  could  not  be  done 
so  long  as  the  accoimts  of  the  expenditure  of  suc- 
cessire  years  were  continually  running  into  each 
other;  much  less  could  the  expenditure  under  the 
appropriations  be  satisfactorily  traced,  while  the 
transfer  of  old  balances  to  the  new  appropriations 
continued  to  increase  the  perplexity.     In  regard 
to  appropriations  of  a  permanent  character  as  to 
their  objects — such  as  fortifications  or  arsenals — it 
'  nifbt  be,  and  properlv  was,  inseparable  from  their 
exeeution,  that  the  balances  of  such  appropriations 
should  renuiin,  and  the  result  would  necessarily 
be,  that  the  ap|>ropriations  would  in  some  meas- 
ure be  cumulative ;  but,  as  to  the  other  appropria- 1 
tions,  not  of  that  description,  a  different  rule  should  i 
be  adopted.     The  accountability  of  public  agents  ' 
was  more  perfectly  secured  in  proportion  to  the  ! 
simplicity  of  the  public  accounts  and  the  fn?quency  i 
of  settlenienLs.     As  the  system  was  now  organized,  ! 
ail  satisfactory  examination  of  the  accounts  seemed  : 
to  be  denied  to  the  keenest  sagacity  or  the  most  ' 
penetratine  ingenuity.      There  was,  indeed,  one  i 
document,  which  was  distributed  annually  to  the  I 
monbersof  the  House,  by  which  the  amount  drawn  ' 
from  the  Treasury  on  warrants  in  each  year  might ' 
be  determined — he  referred  to  the  book  of  receipts  ! 
and  expenditures — but  even  the  partial  light  fur-  i 
niahed  by  this  book  was  of  no  use ;  for,  unfortu- ' 
nately,  it  was  distributed  some  two  or  three  years  j 
afier  the  expenditures  had  been  completed.     The  ! 
latest  which   he  had  received,  comprised,  he  be-  i 
lieved,  the  expenditures  of  the  year  1817,     It  might  1 
have  been  of^  some  aid,  had  it  been  distributed  to  ; 
the  members  of  a  former  Congress  ;  but,  to  this,  the  '. 
Almanac  of  that  year  might  have  been  laid  on  our  ! 
tables  with  about  as  much  practical  utility.  \ 

Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  let  me  not  be  misunderstood. 
I  am  happy  to  find  that  the  system  which  is  now 
developed  neither  originated  nor  was  perfected 
under  the  present  Administration.  It  is  not,  there- 
fore, with  a  view  to  censure  it,  that  I  have  thus 
freely  expressed  my  views.  From  what  source  it 
may  have  sprung,  from  what  hands  it  may  have 
originated,  or  at  what  period  it  may  have  been  in- 
teoduced,  is  perhap  immaterial  now  to  examine. 
Satisfied  as  the  House  must  be  that  a  reform  is 
imperiously  necessary,  I  hope  that,  after  the  bill 
now  before  us  shall  have  passed,  our  early  atten- 
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tion  wdl  be  directed  to  a  saluUry  corrcclioo  aod 
revision  of  the  system.  .j 

Mr.  Mebccr  said,  as  the  remarks  of  the  honor- 
able chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  had  been  evidently  designed  as  a  reply  to 
the  question  which  he  had  the  honor  of  putting  to 
him  on  a  preceding  day,  it  became  him,  Mr.  M. 
said,  to  address,  on  his  part,  some  explanatory 
observations  to  the  committee. 

It  had  been  no  part  of  his  intention.  Mr.  M.  said, 
to  impute  blame  to  the  Executive  for  what  had' 
been  done  in  relation  to  the  slave  trade,  but  rather 
to  complain  of  what  had  been  totally  neglected,  or 
too  long  delayed — the  execution  of  the  act  of  the 
last  Congress  providing  additional  restraints  upon 
that  detestable  traffic.     He  had  been  urged  to  make 
this  complaint,  by  the  fact,  which  he  weil  knew, 
that  no  squadron,  not  even  an  armed  vessel,  had 
yet  sailed  for  the  coast  of  Africa,  althouf  h  he  had 
heard  one  of  his  honorable  colleagues  declare  it  to 
be  his  intention  to  move  the  repeal  of  the  act  of 
the  last  Congress  on  account  of  the  expense  to 
which  it  had  put  the  nation  ;  and  a  clause  in  a  late 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  seemed  to  fur- 
nish some  color  for  such  a  motion.     He  wi.<(hed, 
.Mr.  M.  said,  to  sustain,  not  to  condemn  the  expen- 
diture, which,  it  now  seemed,  has  been  incunrd 
for  this  purpose ;  to  prove  that  it  was  authorized 
by  existing  laws,  and  that,  if,  in  the  application  of 
the  public  money,  the  naval  expenditure  for  the 
current  year  has  exceeded  the  general  appropriation 
to  that  instrument  of  national  defence,  such  excess 
IS  imputable  to  any  other  branch  of  that  expendi- 
ture, equally  with  that  on  which  it  has  been  spe- 
cifically charged  in  the  course  of  the  late  debate. 

In  addition  to  the  detailed  history  of  the  origin 
of  this  act,  which  had  been  given  to  the  House  by 
his  iionorable  friend  (Mr.  Floyo)  on  yesterday, 
Mr.  Al.  said  he  had  not  forgotten,  and  should  ever 
take  pride  in  remembering,  that,  in  the  passage  of 
that  act  through  this  House,  he  had,  almost  unas- 
sisted, to  encounter  opposition  from  various  quar- 
ters, and  especially  l^rom  the  honorable  member 
who  now  presides  in  this  committee,  (.Mr.  Nelson,) 
and  from  another  of  his  honorable  colleagues. 

The  honorable  member  from  Maryland  had  said, 
doubtless  with  the  intention  of  embracing  him, 
"that  the  friends  of  this  act  had  their  objects  in 
view." 

They  were,  sir,  naost  polpably  expressed  by  th« 
act  iLself— to  put  down  that  detestable  traAe, 
which,  attracting  to  its  support  the  most  profligate 
adventurers  of  our  own  country,  along  with  the 
outcasts  of  the  whole  world,  has  borrowed,  withm 
the  present  year,  the  flags  of  Portugal  and  Spain, 
to  spread  its  ravages  to  an  almost  unprecedented 
extent. 

I  do  yet  complain,  said  Mr.  M.,  that,  since  the 
passage  of  the  act  designated  to  terminate  for  ever 
this  abominable  commerce,  nine  entire  months 
have  been  expended  in  ineflectual  eflbrts  to  fit  out  a 
small  .vjuadron  to  sweep  the  coast  of  Africa  of 
these  violators  of  all  human  rights.  But,  while  I 
do  most  positively  deny  that  a  sufficient,  or,  indeed, 
any  apology  whatsoever,  can  be  found  for  this  de- 
lay in  the  alleged  defects  of  the  act  in  question,  I 


do  certainly  contend  that  no  reproach  can  attach 
to  the  Executive  for  the  appropriation  made  to  the 
repairs  of  the  squadron  destined  for  this  service. 
If  the  boiu)rable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  will  allow  me,  I  will  furnish 
what  I  deem  a  better  defence  of  this  application 
of  the  public  money  than  he  has  himself  supplied. 

The  act  of  the  last  Congress  placed  the  whole 
Navy  of  the  United  States  at  the  disposal  of  the 
President,  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  every  Amer- 
ican vessel  which  might  be  found  engaged  in  the 
African  slave  trade.  It  neither  enlarged  nor  di- 
minished the  geueral  appropriation  to  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Nary  of  the  United  States.  The 
act,  passing  as  it  did  with  the  support  of  a  large 
majority  of'  this  House,  and  the  almost  unanimous 
voice  ot  the  Senate,  certainly  contained  a  recom- 
mendation to  the  President,  to  employ  a  part  of 
the  naval  force  of  the  country  in  the  service  pointed 
out  by  tbe  act  itself  But  the  President  of  the 
United  States  is,  under  the  Constitution,  and  inde- 
pendent of  our  authority,  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  Navy  as  well  as  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  and  bound  to  employ  both  in  the  execution 
of  the  laws.  We  have  long  had  a  fleet  in  the 
Mediterranean :  but  where  is  the  specific  appro- 
priation to  the  maintenance  of  that  squadron  ? 
Any  excess  of  expenditure,  of  the  description  of 
that  which  has  given  rise  to  this  debate,  is  as  pro- 
perly chargeable  upon  the  Mediterranean  squadron, 
as  on  that  destined,  as  he  was  happy  to  hear,  for 
the  coast  of  Africa. 

If  the  general  naval  appropriations  shall  not  suf- 
fice to  defray  the  expense  of  both  services  ;  if  these 
two  objects  shall  ever  become  rivals  in  the  Exe- 
cutive favor,  it  rests  with  the  President,  as  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  whole  Navy,  to  choose 
between  them;  although  1  confess  my  total  ina- 
bility to  perceive  why  those  squadrons,  intended 
for  the  northern  coast  of  Africa,  should  not  scour 
the  western  shore  of  tbe  continent,  as  well  in  their 
return  home  as  in  their  outward  voyage.  The 
security  of  our  commerce,  and  the  honor  of  our 
Navy,  cannot  be  more  effectuallv  promoted,  than 
by  the  occa<«ioual  display  of  its  f)ag,  in  achieving 
the  labor  of  humanity,  required  of^it  by  the  last 
Congress.  It  will  evince  to  the  world,  in  this  em- 
ployment, that  our  profession  of  abhorrence  to- 
wards a  traffic  so  long  the  disgrace  of  Europe  and 
America,  is  not  hypocritical — as  cheap  as  it  is 
insincere. 

Allow  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  question  at  least 
the  policy  of  exposing,  for  so  long  a  period,  the 
character  of  our  Navy  to  the  seductive  influence 
of  Italian  skies  ;  and  to  remark,  with  some  regret, 
that  the  only  addition  which  it  has  recently  made, 
to  a  renown  most  gloriously  earned,  arises  from  in- 
fractions of  our  laws,  and  outrages  upon  those  of 
other  nations. 

Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  M.,  I  did  not  rise  to 
enter  upon  tbe  other  questions  which  have  grown 
up  in  the  course  of  this  debate.  I  should  not 
have  risen  at  all,  but  to  vindicate  an  act  of  the 
last  Congress,  the  repeal  of  which  I  have  heard 
threatened,  and  which  is  yet  and  will  ever  remain 
dear  to  my  heart.     Before  I  resume  my  seat,  how- 


ever, allow  me  one  further  remark  on  the  doctrine 
as  it  has  been  recently  explained,  of  specific  appro- 
priations. Its  origin  was  contemporaneous  with 
an  eflTort  to  impeach  the  integrity  of  some  of  those 
distinguished  men  who  composed  the  Administra- 
tions which  preceded  that  of  Mr.  Jeflerson.  An 
inquiry  was,  mdeed,  then  instituted  into  the  public 
expenditure,  which  terminated  in  their  complete 
acquittal.  Sir,  this  discussion  brings  to  my  re- 
membrance a  venerable  name.  That  of  T.  Pick- 
ering will  hereafter  live  in  the  recollection  of  a 
grateful  country.  And  if  my  honorable  coUeag«r 
seated  near  me  ^Mr.  RANnoLPu)ever  entertained 
feelings  of  hostility  towards  this  statesman,  I  well 
remember  that  he  amply  atoned  for  it,  by  a  com- 
pliment, of  which  I  almost  envy  this  great  man ; 
and  of  which  it  may  be  questioned  whether  it  re- 
flects greater  honor  upon  the  merit  which  received, 
or  the  justice  and  candor  which  bestowed  it.  I 
had,  indeed,  sir,  rather  repose  beneath  a  simple 
stone  inscribed  with  this  brief  memorial,  "Here 
lies  the  friend  of  Washington,"'  than  have  my  poor 
remains  protected  by  the  proudest  monument  that 
ever  attracted  the  admiration,  or  was  bedewed  by 
the  tears  of  man. 
After  Mr.  Mebcer  had  concluded — 
Mr.  Clay  rose.  He  said  he  had  entertained  the 
hope  that  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  who 
had  first  spoken  on  this  subject,  would  have  moved 
that  the  Committee  should  rise,  for  the  purpose  of 
having  the  papers,  which  had  been  laid  on  the 
table,  ordered  to  be  printed ;  for,  unquestionably 
they  disclosed  a  state  of  facts  very  contrary  to  afty 
he  nad  supposed  to  exist,  and  which,  in  his  judg- 
ment, demanded  the  interposition  o(  the  House. 
Whilst  on  the  subject  of  laying  papers  before  the 
House,  he  would  remark,  by  the  way,  that  a  loose- 
ness of  practice  prevailed,  which  he  regretted  to 
see.  An  honoraole  gentleman  from  lennessee, 
the  other  day  did  us  the  favor,  said  he,  to  read  to 
us  a  communication  which  he  had  occasion  to 
make  to  an  officer  of  the  Government  with  the 
answer  he  had  received ;  and  tlie  House  must  re- 
collect the  monos\'llabical  replies  to  the  long  inter- 
rogatories put  to  him.  To  one  question,  the  answer 
is  1  es !  to  another.  No !  and,  again  and  again,  Yes 
and  No ;  and  this  is  tbe  sort  of  communication 
laid  before  this  House  for  it  solenmly  to  legislate 
on.  It  was  proper  to  say,  in  justice  to  that  officer, 
however,  that  he  had  not  probably  contemplated 
the  exhibition  of  the  document  to  the  House — but 
it  was  read  ;  and,  to-day,  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Maryland  (Mr.  S.mith)  had  laid  before  the 
House  several  documents,  one  of  which  was  an 
argument,  without  date  or  name,  for  the  guidance 
of  the  House  in  deciding  a  question  of  great  pub- 
lic interest.  This,  ho  repeated,  was  a  looseness  of 
practice,  which  ought  to  be  corrected.  He  hoped 
the  Committee  would  rise,  that  the  papers  might 
be  printed,  as  they  disclosed  facts  perfectly  new  to 
him,  and  unexpected.  The  law  of  the  land,  he 
said,  required,  in  regard  to  appropriations,  that 
those  which  remained  unexpended  for  two  years 
should  be  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  surplus  fund, 
and  thus  be  brought  again  within  the  power  of  the 
Legislature.    Was  it  ever  contemplated,  he  asked, 
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by  the  Congress  who  passed  that  law,  or  in  the 
expectation  of  any  member  of  the  House,  that  this 
law  would  be  evaded,  by  withdrawing  the  fund 
from  the  power  of  the  Treasury,  and  placing  it  in 
the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  and  thu>  re$errmg  to 
a  particular  department,  or  to  the  Executive  branch 
of  the  Grovernment,  the  power  to  apply  this  money 
at  its  pleasure,  within  the  limitation  only  that  it 
be  applied  to  some  object  consonant  to  the  charac- 
ter of  that  for  which  it  was  originally  appropriated  ? 
But  was  it  not  more  strange,  if  possible,  that  whilst, 
by  this  transfer  from  the  Treasury  to  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Fund,  it  was  withdrawn  from  the  former, 
still,  under  another  provision  of  law,  it  is  yet  in 
the  power  of  the  Treasury  Department,  and  by  a 
transfer  is  subjected  to  its  disposal?     By  being 
withdrawn  from  the  Treasury  under  one  statute, 
it  would  have  been  thought  to  have  been  equally 
taken  out  of  its  reach  under  the  provisions  of  any 
other  statute.     But  this,  it  appeared,  was  not  the 
practice  of  the  Treasury.     He  was  far  from  inti- 
mating, or  thinking,  that  any  serious  abuse  existed, 
except  that  of  the  statute,  which  certainly  ought 
to  be  repealed  or  modified. 

But  we  are  told,  said  Mr.  C,  by  the  worthy  gen- 
tleman at  the  head  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  that  Congress  is,  session  after  session,  reg- 
ularly notified  of  these  transfers.     I  protest  against 
the  conclusion  because  Congress  has  been  silent  on 
the  subject,  they  have  assented  to  the  practice  in 
question,  when,  perhap.  not  ten  members  of  this 
whole  body  knew  of  it.     There  was  one  conclu- 
sioij,  he  said,  to  which  the  mind  was  drawn  on  the 
subject,  viz  :  that  men  should  not  be  too  confident 
.  of  their  fellow-men  in  their  use  of  power ;  but  they 
should,  on  the  contrary,  be  watchful,  and  particu- 
larly on  the  all-important  points  which  relate  to 
the  sword  and  the  purse  of  the  nation.     With  re- 
spect to  the  practice  which  appeared  to  call  for  the 
reprehension  of  Congress,  Mr.  C.  said  he  knew  of 
no  mode  but  one  for  remedying  the  evil,  which  he 
hoped  the  proper  committee  would  hasten  to  lay 
before  the  House  in  the  shape  of  a  bill,  and  that 
was,  to  prohibit  the  practice  for  the  future. 

This,  however,  Mr.  C.  continued,  was  not  the 
only  topic  which  he  thought  demanded  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House.    He  referred  to  another  practice 
at  least  equally  worthy  of  reprehension— the  ex- 
ceeding of  appropriations  ;  the  going  beyond  the 
expressed  will  of  the  Legislature,  as  to  the  amount 
of  expenditure.     Had  it  occurred  but  in  a  single 
ustance,  he  should  not,  perhaps,  have  taken  notice 
of  It ;  but  there  was  a  habit,  arising  under  the  Gov- 
ernment, of  transcending  the  law,  which  called  on 
Congress  to  protest  against  this  abuse  of  power. 
The  Convention  which  framed  the  Constitution,  in 
order  to  guard  against  the  abuses  to  which  all  his- 
tory shows  us  that  Governments  are  prone,  intend- 
ed to  put  into  the  hands  of  Congress  two  securi- 
ties—the one  the  power  over  the  sword,  the  other 
over  the  purse  of  the  nation.     What  has  become 
of  the  first  of  these  powers,  said  Mr.  C,  let  the 
doctrines  asserted  on  this  floor  at  the  last  session 
attest.     Arc  we  to  lose  our  rightful  control  over 
the  public  purse  ?     It  is  daily  wrested  from  us,  un- 
der high-sounding  terms,  which  are  calculated  to 


deceive  us,  in  such  manner  as  appears  to  call  Cor 
approbation  rather  than  censure  of  the  practice. 
So  extended  was  the  practice,  he  said,  that  there 
is  scarcely  an  officer,  from  the  youngest  menial  in 
the  service  of  the  Government,  upwards,  that  does 
not  take  upon  himself  to  act  upou  Aw  re^ponsibilUy. 
Mr.  C.  said  he  admired  the  assumption  of  respon- 
sibility ;  but  it  was  of  responsibility  within  the 
Constitution.     That  which  exceeded  all  authority 
which  prostrated  at  will  the  laws  of  the  land,  he 
confess^,  did  not  suit  his  taste.     Reverting  to  the 
power  given  to  this  body  by  the  Convention,  ovex 
the  purse  of  the  nation,  he  said  it  was  remarkable 
that,  .^o  anxious  had  the  framers'of  the  Constitu- 
tion been  on  that  subject,  they  had  inserted  in  it 
not  a  single  provision,  but  two  clauses  respecting 
It.     The  first  was,  that  no  money  should  be  drawn 
from  the  Treasury  without  previous  appropriation 
by  law ;  the  other  was,  that  all  bills  having  for 
their  object  to  lay  a  tax  on  the  people,  should  origi- 
nate with  the  representatives  of  the  people.     Now 
let  me  ask,  said  Mr.  C,  where  is  the  dilTereuce  be^ 
tween  drawing  money  from  the  Treasury,  and  ma- 
king an  unauihori:;ed  expenditure,  which  imposes 
on  Congress  a  moral   obligation  to  appropriate 
money  to  pay  it  ?     The  difference,  he  said,  was  in 
name  only.    He  called  upon  members  to  say,  when 
an  expenditure  had  been  made  by  the  Government 
even  though  they  would  not  have  previously  au- 
thorized It,  if  they  did  not  ia^l  themselves  bound 
to  make  good  the  deficiency— to  pay  for  the  sup- 
plies purchased,  or  money  anticipated,  merely  be- 
cause the  expense  had  been  incurred.     If  this  habit 
of  unauthorised  expenditure  was  persevered  in  by 
those  who  have  the  care  of  the  public  moneys, 
Congress  and  the  nation  would  entirely  lose  the 
benefit  of  the  Constitutional  provision,  that  no 
money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  without 
previous  appropriation  by  law. 

Again,  if;  by  a  previous  expenditure,  there  was 
devolved  upon  Congress  a  moral  obligation  to  pay 
away  the  nublic  money,  he  asked  where  was  the 
difference  between  the  making  such  expenditure 
and  imposing  taxes  on  the  people  of  the  country  ? 
The  one  necessarily  involved  the  other.     Let  me 
refer,  said  he,  to  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  the  Representative  of  what  has  been    • 
frequently,  and  not  improperly  called  the  Birming- 
ham of"  America,  to  say,  whether  a  member  does 
not  feel  himself  constrained  to  vote  for  appropria- 
tions where  ihe  money  had  been  expended,  which 
he  would  not  have  previously  authorized  to  have 
been  expended.     For  abuses  of  this  description,  he 
knew  not  what  remedy  to  suggest.     He  had  thus 
adverted  to  them  for  the  purpa'^e  of  entering  the 
protest  of  at  least  one  individual  against  them. 

It  behooves  us  well,  said  he,  and  especially  after 
the  deficiency  in  the  revenue  of  which  we  are  ap- 
prized, to  fake  care  of  our  expenditures  for  the  fu- 
*"'*•  P^^  purse  Is  reduced  to  rather  a  melancholy 
condition ;  having  parted  with  all  the  big  notes 
and  large  money,  we  have  gotten  down  to  the  tat- 
tered rags  and  fourpence-half|)enny  bits.  It  was 
true,  that  Congress  had  in  some  degree  participated 
in  the  large  exoenditures  which  had  caused  the 
present  d^cit ;  but  such  appropriations  had  been 
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f generally  made  on  Executive  recommendations, 
or  there  was  no  resisting  them.  For  example,  the 
Revolutionary  Pension  bill,  which  had  introduced 
an  annual  expenditure  of  three  millions  of  dollars. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Lincoln,)  who  addressed  the  House  the  other 
aay  on  the  subject  fervently,  and  he  might  say 
piously,  expressed  a  wish,  in  regard  to  the  soldier 
of  the  Revolution,  that  be  might  live  forever.  I 
wish,  sir.  said  Mr.  C,  that  he  may  live  as  long  as 
it  may  please  God  to  let  him  live;  but  I  hope  th|p 

gentleman  would  consent  to  compromise  for  the  ^ 

term  of  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  yearsfor  the  I  now,  and,  making'every  allowance  for  the  advance 
duration  of  his  existence.     These  expenses  show  a    in  the  price  of  the  articles  of  subsistence,  &c in 


period  in  which  the  nation  had  made  one  of  its 
most  expensive  acquisitions,  by  the  purchase  of 
Louisiana ;  and,  if  his  memory  did  not  much  de- 
ceive him,  the  Secretary  of  War  contrived,  with- 
out any  of  this  hocus  pocus  legerdermain  of  trans- 
ferring appropriations,  to  take  possession  of  the 
country  without  any  extraordinary  expenditure  in 
the  Military  Department.  At  that  time,  Mr.  R. 
said,  we  maintained  Vbout  three  thousand  men,  at 
an  expense  of  about  nine  hundred  thousand  dollars 
per  annum.  Compare  the  expenditures  at  that 
time  with  the  expenditures  on  the  same  objects 


other  words,  for  the  depreciation  of  our  miserable 
paper  money,  a  large  amount  might  be  carried 
to  the  credit  of  the  Administration  of  whicli  he 
spoke. 

Mr.  LowNDEB  made  a  number  of  remarks  on 


want  of  forecast  amongst  our  predecessors,  and  I 
take  to  myself  my  share  of  the  olame.  It  becomes 
us  to  guard  against  it  for  the  future,  by  every  ex- 
amination and  detection  of  abuses ;  by  every  cor- 
rective and  every  preventive  which  the  Constitu- 
tion has  furnished  Congress  the  power  of  applying.  ,  the  subject  of  the  practice  of  the  Government  in 
He  wished,  he  said,  the  House  could  have  an  op-  regard  to  appropriations,  Ac.  He  also  touched  on 
portunity  of  deliberately  examining  the  papers;  !  the  point  of  relative  expenditures  of  the  period  of 
but,  fearing  he  might  ol^truct  the  passage  of^  this  I  Mr.  Jefferson's  administration,  and  those  of  the 
bill,  for  the  appropriation  of  only  half  a  million  of  present  day ;  and  denied  that  the  contrast  between 
dollars  for  the  excess  of  expenditure  in  one  depart-  them  was  such  as  had  been  represented, 
ment  of  the  Government,  he  should  not  himself  Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  rose  for  the  purpose 
move  that  the  Committee  should  rise.  But,  said  of  '  ' 
he,  it  is  proper,  before  we  take  a  leap  in  the  dark,  ,  the 

to  know  on  what  ground  we  stand.  \  misunderstood.     It  was  not  his  object  to  justify 

Mr.  Randolph  then  moved  that  the  Committee    the  manner  in  which  the  public  moneys  haa  been 

expended  by  transfers  from  one  item  of  appropria- 
tion to  another,  but  to  show  that  the  fault  origin- 


should  rise.  It  was  no  part  of  his  purpose,  he  said, 
to  enter  into  the  merits  or  demerits,  more  correctly 
speaking,  of  the  question  now  before  the  House, 
tKit  tu  state  a  fact,  which  he  hoped  every  member 
of  the  Committee  would  bear  in  mind  throughout 
the  whole  of  this  discussion  ;  that  this  abuse,  which 
had  been  so  eloquently  exposed  to  the  House,  had 
not  extended  as  far  back  as  the  administration  of 
Thomas  Jefferson ;  during  the  whole  of  which  no 
SMch  practice  had  obtained  at  the  Treasury  or  else- 
where. The  practice,  he  said,  grew  out  of  that 
celebrated  law  of  March  3,  1809,  which  had  been 
before  referred  to  in  debate;  that  famous,  or,  to 
speak  freely,  but  correctly,  that  infamous  law, 
which  without  any  fear  of  correction,  from  any 


wji.  xnimot^c,  ui  ixcuiucAjr,  (usc  lur  lue  purpose 
giving  some  explanations  on  a  point  whicn,  if 
;  House  separated  without  explanation,  might  be 
^understood.     It  was  not  his  object 
the  manner  in  which  the  public  moneyi 


a  ted  not  in  the  departments  of  the  Government, 
but  in  this  House;  and,  if  here,  some  excuse  at 
least  would  be  found  for  the  practices  elsewhere, 
which  had  been  complained  of.  It  was  almost 
impossible  for  the  departments  to  make  their  esti- 
mates for  the  expenditures  of  the  following  year, 
or  to  show  the  balances  in  hand,  unless  the  f)eriod 
at  which  these  returns  were  made  was  changed. 
Owing  to  the  circumstance  of  warrants  being 
drawn  for  expenditures  in  distant  parts — Orleans, 
Mobile,  St.  Louis,  dec. — it  was  impossible  to  do  it; 
neither  could  the  balances  in  hand  be  distinctly 
ascertained  until  the  amount  of  expenditure  was 


side  of  the  House,  ne  pronounced  to  have  been  the  j  known.     If  gentlemen  desired  a  remedy,  it  must 


offspring  of  a  dirty  intrigue.  During  the  whole  of 
the  administration  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  there  had 
been  no  occasion  to  resort  to  any  such  law  ;  and, 
at  that  period,  no  such  practice  prevailed  as  had 
since  ^rown  out  of  that  statute.  During  the  greater 
part  of  that  period,  Mr.  R.  said,  such  was  the  ac- 
cess which  he  had  to  the  Treasury,  and  such  the 
duties  imposed  upon  him  by  this  House,  he  spoke 
of  his  own  knowledge,  and  fearlessly,  in  saying  the 
expenditures  had  been  generally  within  the  appro- 
pnations ;  no  sum  appropriated  to  one  object  had 
ever  been  diverted  to  another ;  but,  at  the  end  of 
two  years  after  its  date,  every  appropriation,  for 
reasons  to  be  found  in  the  Constitution  itself,  did, 
by  the  operation  of  the  act  of  1795,  cease  and  de- 
termine. 

Mr.  R.  said,  he  rose  to  state  this  fact,  and  to  re- 
quest, whatever  censure  gentlemen  might  choose 
to  throw  on  the  financial  administration  of  the  na- 
tion, he  hoped  they  would  except  that  period — a 


be  by  having  the  estimates  made  out  at  the  last  of 
February,  instead  of  December,  in  each  year.  By 
that  time  most  of  the  warrants  drawn  under  the 
various  heads  of  appropriations  would  have  been 
brought  in,  and  the  balances  in  hand  coald  be 
ascertained,  and  the  estimates  for  the  future  made 
up,  with  a  reasonable  certainty,  which  might  sat- 
isfy the  House. 

it  had  been  said,  in  reference  to  the  bill  before 
the  House,  that  the  estimates  ought  to  be  made  out 
somewhat  more  correctly  than  they  appear  to  have 
been  heretofore.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
year,  when  the  appropriation  for  the  service  of  the 
Navy  for  the  current  year  was  made.  Congress  had 
appropriated  less,  by  four  hundred  and  four  thou- 
sand dollars,  thaa  the  amount  estimated  by  the 
Department.  If  the  whole  amount  asked  had  been 
then  appropriated,  there  would  have  been  no  de- 
ficiency. It  was  not  very  reasonable,  therefore,  to 
complain  so  bitterly  now  of  that  deficiency.    Tlie 
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only  incoTTectness  which  he  could  discover  in  the  I  visions  and  the  ifreat  staolcs  of  tho  Pnu^^TT"^^ 
pnicuce  of  the  Government,  .f  any,  ww  m  the   higher  price  no^^tinl^^Te  nenc^T^^^ 

the  officers  of  the  Government. 


.»  u«u  uct:u  uw>*;rvea,  mat  tne  relative  e^ 
tares  of  the  Military  Department,  &c.,  hacf  been 
much  increased  since  the  period  of  Mr.  Jefferson's 
administration.  Upon  a  very  close  comparison  of 
the  expenditures,  it  would  be  found,  that  if  in 
some  respects  the  rate  of  expenditure  is  increased, 
much  IN  gained  by  its  diminution  in  others.  For 
example,  during  that  verv  period,  Mr.  T.  said,  the 
Military  Peace  Establishment  was  so  organized 


It  K«^  K^      K,        J     L       .  r  .^^'  .Lowndes  submitted  for  consideration  the 

iL'^f  ,beenj)bserved,  that  the  relative  expendi-    following  resolutions,  which,  during  the  precedmc 

debate,  he  had  indicated  his  intention  to  move : 

1.  Jieaolved,  Th«t  the  Committe*  of  W«y»  ud 
Mean.  l.e  in.t/ucted  to  inquire  kito  the  expediency  of 
proyiding  by  law.  that  the  Secretary  oflhrTreasury 
•ball  be  required  to  add  to  bu  estimate,  of  the  new 
■ppropriations  which  may  be  required  1«k  each  year 
«  stalement  or  ctiimate  of  .11  the  appropriations  and 
unexpended  balance,  of  approphalioa.  cither  in  the 
f  .t*°'w  ^  "*  ^Z  '""*^"  "*"  ^^"^  '^>eaaurer,  a.  agent 


tnat  there  was  one  officer  to  every  twelve  men  i    ,  ..      •„»  v.  ■ — — u.r.,  «  agem 

composing  it :  at  this  time,  there  was  but  one  offi-  '  f  ^*'®  ^  "  ""'  ^^""^  Department,  which  may  have 
cer  to  every  sixteen  men.  The  expense  was  in-  i  r  °'"'*  ^l  ^?"°"  "'*•  ■"'^  °'»J'  ^  "bjecl  to  the 
deed  greater  then,  in  proportion  to  tlie  number  of^  '^V  T'^l  4"*  E"«="'''e  Government  within  the 
the  Army,  than  was  now  required.  The  (rentle-  i  ^T  •^^'''•^V'^c  "*''"."'"  "PP'^" 
man  from  Virginia  shakes  his  head,  said  Mr  T  '  m.-'^  I.  '  .  ^^^  Committee  of  Way.  and 
but  I  am  per^ctly  certain  I  am  not  mistaken'  i  lll^A  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
because  I  fUve  the  authoritv  of  rh"i. ".'?,„  ^^ !  r:'^'"'  ^^  ^^^  w"  ^^'''''"  '"^  """"'y  '^.11 

have  been  -  ordered  for  the  u.e"  of  the  Department  of 
War,  or  of  the  xNavy,  by  warrant  from  the  Trewury, 
•uch  money.,  or  any  part  thereof,  wbich  .hall  remain 
unexpended  m  the  hand,  of  the  Trea.urer  for  one 
year  after  the  date  of  .uch  warrant,  .hall  b«  earned  to 
the  account  of  the  curplu«  fund. 

Mr.  Randolph  having  indicated  an  intention  to 
propose  an  amendment  to  the  resolutions,  fem- 


verse;  a  given  number  of  dollars  would  not  pur- 
chase the  sanae  quantity  of  clothmg,  subsistence, 
&c.,  now  as  then.  He  was  yet  under  the  impres- 
sion, however,  unless  corrected,  that  the  expendi- 
ture tor. the  Army  was  proportionably  less  now 
than  It  was  in  1802-'3-'4. 


•kM,    T       •  I    L      .  ,  pupuse  an  amenument  to  the  resolutions    ^Pm 

vph^        ;  T'^'  ^^  "^'^  r'  '^  '^^  ^^'^^  of  the    bracing  a  repeal    of  the  act  of  March  3d'  & 

suteistence— the  money  for  pay  is  unexpended,  and  '' 
[unds  for  subsistence  were  wanting:    What  wa^ 
the  officer  to  do  having  money  in  one  hand,  but 

nn  iiV^^Kf '^'^  •.  ^^''^'  public  service  to  stop 
unUl  he  balanced  his  accounts,  and  drew  more 
money  for  the  object  that  was  deficient  ? 
Mr.  T 


proposition- 
The  resolutions  were,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Thact 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  ' 


WEDNEspAy,  December  29. 
Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Mr.  T.  repeated,  that  the  only  remedy  for  the    fin'^rn'w'"^»K^  "^  '*^''  °"  ^^^  ^^'*^  ""^  Wiliiam  Cof- 
rea    ev.l-the  difficulty  of  making  accurate  esu!    Ihef   thi^h"^:  ^^^P*"*?^   ^>  *  ^*"  ^^'  '^^" 
mates  of  the  amount  necessary  to  be  appropriated-  I      if  '  ^'         "*  ^'  l''"*^^  '*'"*''  ^^d  committed. 


^  evu-ine  difficulty  of  makmg  accurate  esu-    "lief    whiX^.'  '•y^^P»°'«l   '>>  a  bill  for  their 

mates  of  the  amount  necessary  to  be  appropriated-  !      it  '  w     ^  ^^^  'Z'*'^  '*'"*''  ''^^  committed. 
,  waa  to  be  found  in  a  provision  by  (?ongreJ  for  I  oomL^  "ir*^'^'""  '^^  ^'^'  committee  ap- 
having  the  estimates  made  up  at  a'later  feriod  of  I  S-^^Ct.^  'w  Y'^  ''^''^r^  't'  J*'"^^  '•'•'^lution 
the  session  than  the  present.  I  fJ  ^"*  further  distribution  of  the  Journals  of  the 

Mr.  Ranpolph  made  some  remarks  in  reolv  to    werY'J^vP^'lit^;'  ""'"^  '°'°'  a|n^ndments,  which 
what  had  fallen  from  Mr    Loi^DE«  VorTiLi     Tr^/nZt  ^'^'^  J'*'  *"*^  *^^  resolution,  as 


■.^  .L     tr  -i-r-->  "»^  "  «ruiimeiu  so  general 

m  the  House,  that  It  would  be  a  supererogatory 
act  to  declare  It.  Having  concluded  his  remarks 
in  reply  to  Mr.  L.  and  others,  Mr.  R.  said  that 
gentlemen  entirely  mistook  him,  if  they  supposed 
that,  knight-errant  like,  he  had  come  tilting  here 
to  break  a  spear  with  Powers  and  Principalities 
•  J  ?*  ^*^  ftirther  from  his  intention.  But  he 
said,  there  were  certain  signs  in  the  political  hori- 
zon which  he  hailed  with  some  degree  of  pleasure 


The  fcjPEAKEH  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  communicating  a  statement 
ol  moneys  transferred  from  one  specific  appropria- 
tion to  other  specific  appropriations,  showing  their 
application  Ac,  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  by 
authori  y  of  the  President  of  the  United  Sute^ 
under  the  act  of  March  3,  1809. 

Mr.  Floyp  moved  the  following  resolution; 


He  had  some  ho^S  that  the  ter-Tf"wl^^^^^^^  JuTi'fJ'"'''''  ^"T***-  «"  ''^  '^''-^  ^ 

18  our  ,K>litical  cv^le.and  that  w.  »r.  ^^H?/,     T^T':'^  to  inquire  mto  the  expediency  of  includ.n.. 


18  our  iwhtical  cycle,  and  that  we  are  coming  back 
to  the  good  old  times  of  responsibility  and  specifi- 
cation. Mr.  R.  concluded  his  observations  by  a 
few  remarks  on  what  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Trlm- 
Bix;  in  the  course  of  which,  he  denied  that  pro- 


tK-  -k  1       f    l" ~  —  expediency  of  including 

the  whole  of  the   countie.  of  .Montgomery.  Uravaon 
Monroe.  Bath.  Pendleton,  and  G.ie..  wilhiT,  tbrirT.U 
ern  d..tr,ct  of  Virginia,  and  of  changing  the  time,  of 
holding  the  courta  wuhin  the  said  district. 
xMr.  McCoy  moved  to  strike  out  the  counties 
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named,  and  to  inswt,  in  lieu  thereof,  all  that  part 
of  the  Sute  of  Virginia  which  lies  west  of  the  Blue 
Ridge. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  the  motion 
WM  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  resolutions  offered  by  him 
yesterday. 

After  offering  a  few  remarks  to  elucidate  the 
object  of  the  modification  he  wished  to  propose 
in  the  first  resolution,  as  well  as  on  their  object 
generally,  Mr.  LowNnEs  modified  his  first  propo- 
aition  to  read  as  follows : 

1.  Retohed.  That  the  Committee  of  Waya  and 
Mean,  be  inatrocted  to  inquii^  into  the  expediency  of 
providing,  by  law,  that  any  money.,  although  "  ordered 
for  the  u.e"  of  the  Department  of  War  or  of  the  Navy, 
by  warrant  from  the  Treaaury,  Which  .hall  remain  un- 
expended in  the  band,  of  the  Treasurer  for  more  than 
two  years  after  the  expiration  of  the  calendar  year  in 
which  the  act  of  appropriation  shall  have  been  paaaed, 
.hall  be  carried  to  the  surplu.  fund,  a.  they  would  be 
if  not  ordered  for  the  use  of  such  department.,  except-  ' 
ing  alwa}'.  auch  money,  a.  may  be  appropriated  for  a 
purpose  fur  which  a  longer  duration  i.  specially  a.-  { 
.igncd  by  law. 

The  second  resolution  was  then  read,  and  with  i 
the  first,  as  amendod.  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

.Mr.  Warhelp  oflered  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  the  District  of ; 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  report  a  bill,  for  the  purpoM  I 
of  procuring  suitable  apartmeat.  for  the  arcommoda-  j 
tion  of  the  circuit  court  of  tbe  county  of  Washington, 
in  the  Diatrict  of  Columbia." 

Mr.  W.  observed,  that  it  was  customary  for  the  | 
United  States  to  furnish  accommodation  for  their  ; 
circuit  cx)urts  in  the  States  where  it  was  neces-  i 
sary ;  this  was  the  case  in  Boston,  and  he  presumed  j 
elsewhere.   He  would  not  «ay  whether  the  United  1 
States  were  bound  to  make  the  same  provision  for  j 
the  people  of  this  District,  or  of  this  county,  but 
when  the  committee  shall  report  the  bill,  the  whole 
subject  would  be  before  the  House,  and  it  could 
then  take  such  order  on  it  as  should  seem  most 
proper. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
resolution,  and  negatived.  So  the  resolution  was 
rejected. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  allowing  Sarah  Allen  the 
bounty  land  and  pay  which  would  have  been  due 
to  her  son,  Samuel  Drew,  had  he  lived,  for  his  ser- 
vices as  a  private  in  the  late  war.  The  bill  was 
reported  without  amendment.  The  question  was 
then  stated,  Shall  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  ?  Whereupon  it  was  recommit- 
ted to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  with 
instructions  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding, by  a  general  law,  for  all  cases  similarly 
situated. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  thed  resumed  the  unfinished  business 
of  yesterday,  and  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  an  appropriation 


for  the  support  of  the  Navy,  in  addition  to  the  ap- 
propriation  of  the  last  session. 

I      Mr.  Storks  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  insert- 
ing the  following  as  a  new  section : 

"And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  sums  appropriated 
by  thia  act  .hall  be  aolely  applied  to  the  objecU  for 
wbich  they  are  rnpectirely  appropriated,  and  to  no 
other,  notwiihftanding  the  authority  vested  in  the 
President  of  the  United  Sutes  by  the  fintt  section  of 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  further  to  amend  tbe  Mveral 
acU  for  tbe  e.Ubli.hment  and  regulation  of  the  Trea- 
aary.  War,  and  Navy  Departmcnta,  passed  on  tha  3d 

I  day  of  March,  1609." 

This  amendment  \»'as  agreed  to — yeas  68,  nays 

Some  remarks  were  then  made,  pro  and  con, 
by  Messrs.  Ranpolph  and  Smith,  respecting  the 
origin  of  the  law  of  March  3, 1809,  which  contains 
the  provision  for  transfers  of  appropriations,  and 
respecting  the  difference  of  opinion  which  existed 
between  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
concerning  it.  Among  other  things,  Mr.  Ran- 
polph said  he  spoke  from  personal  knowledge 
when  he  said  there  existed,  on  the  part  of  the  then 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  most  decided  re- 
pugnance to  the  provision  respecting  transfers  of 
appropriations;  and  he  trusted,  notwithstanding 
what  had  fallen  from  the  gentlenoan  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Lownpes)  on  the  subject,  the  time 
would  come,  if  it  had  not  now  arrived,  when  it 
would  be  struck  from  the  statute  book. 

Mr.  Canno.n,  of  Tennessee,  spoke  in  explanation 
of  an  allusion  made  by  Mr.  Clat  to  the  letter  from 
the  Paymaster  General,  which  he  bad  quoted  in 
the  debate  the  other  day.  It  was  due  to  that  offkTer 
to  say,  that  the  answers  which  he  had  given  to 
Mr.  C.'s  questions  were  such  as  he  wished,  and 
such  as  time  permitted,  and  made  in  a  manner,  so 
far  from  reflecting  discredit  on  that  officer,  pet-- 
fectly  correct  and  satisfactory  to  Mr.  Cannon. 

The  Committee  having  rose,  and  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House,  with  the  amendment  which  had 
been  introduced  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Stohhs, 
and  the  question  being  on  agreeing  to  that  amend- 
ment— 

Mr.  Brush,  of  Ohio,  said  he  hoped  the  House 
would  not  concur  in  the  amendment  which  had 
been  made  in  Committee.  It  is,  said  he,  obviously 
unnecessary.  The  appropriation  contemplated  by 
the  bill  is  for  specific  sums,  to  meet  expenditures 
which  have  exceeded  the  appropriations  for  the 
last  year.  The  excess  became  necessary  in  conse- 
quence of  service  required  to  be  performed,  and 
duties  enjoined  by  law,  for  whicu  no  adequate 
means  were  provided. 

A  little  attention  to  dates,  and  the  language  used 
in  the  acts  referred  to  in  debate,  as  the  ground  of 
objection  to  the  bill,  and  the  cause  for  introducing 
this  amendment,  will  manifest  that  gentlemen  are 
mistaken  in  their  construction  of  those  laws.  They 
seem  to  imagine  it  to  be  now  the  duty  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  carry  to  the  surplus  fund 
unexpended  balances  of  money  or  appropriations 
already  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  and  in  the  course 
of  expenditure  in  the  department.  The  act  oflTQS, 
making  further  provision  for  the  support  of  public 
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credit,  and  for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt 
does  not  reach  this  case.  It  is  the  16th  article 
which  relates  to  the  subject,  and  provides  for  car- 
rying the  unexpended  balances  of  appropriations 
to  the  surplus  fund,  in  these  words :  -  That  in  re- 
'  gard  to  any  sum  which  shall  have  remained  un- 
expended  upon  any  appropriation  (other  than 

i    f '2        .™°'"®  ^^'^  '^°  years  after  the  expiration 
ol  the  calendar  year  in  which  the  act  of  appropri 


Dbccmbbr,  1819. 


'^  shall  be  deemed  to  have  ceased  and  been  deter- 
nuned ;  and  the  sum  so  unexpended  .shall  be  car- 
ried  to  an  account  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury 
to  be  denominated  the  Surplus  Fund."   The  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  must  perform  this  duty,  and 
execute  the  legislative  will  in  this  particular  by 
carrying  the  sums  so  long  unexpended  to   that 
lund.     I  be  first  section  of  the  act  of  1809   "  fur- 
ther to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the  establish- 
ment and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and 
Navy  Departments,"  declares—  ' 

"That  aU  WMrtnU  drawn  by  the  SecreUry  of  the 
TrcMury.  or  of  W.r.  or  of  the  N.vy.  upon  the  Tre.^ 
nrer  of  the  United  State,  .haJl  specify  the  p«rUcuIar 
appropriauon  or  appropriations  to  which  the  .ame 
•hould  be  charged.  The  moneys  paid  by  virtue  of  .uch 
warrants  shall,  m  conformity  therewith,  be  charged  to 
•uch  appropriation  or  appropriations,  in  the  books  kept 
in  the  office  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  in  the 
eaae  of  warrants  drawn  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
-  «ry,  and  in  the  books  of  the  AccountanU  of  the  War 
and  ^avy  Departments,  respectively,  in  the  case  of 
warranu  drawn  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  by  the 
8«Trt«y  of  the  Navy;  and  the  officers,  agenU.  or 
other  persons  who  may  be  receivers  of  public  moneys, 
•haJJ  render  distinct  sKcounU  of  the  application  of  ,uch 
money.,  wcorduig  to  the  appropriauon  or  appropria- 
tioo.  under  which  the  «ime  shall  have  been  drawn ; 
and  the  SecreUry  of  War.  and  of  the  Navy,  .hall,  on 


menta.  Such  moneys  were  not  then  unexpended 
m  the  1  reasury.     Drawn  out,  they  were  in  a  conne 

of  expenditure^  as  much  so  as  if  paid  over  to  any 
subordinate  officer— the  paymaster,  for  instance— 
of  either  department,  to  be  disbursed  in  payment 
to  the  Army  or  Nary.  If  a  balance  remained  un- 
expended in  the  hands  of  a  paymaster,  could  the 
Secretary  carr>'  that  to  the  surplus  fund?  How 
should  he  know  the  fact,  and  the  amount?    The 


i^^t:^':TL^r^E^^^T^  =^^  -  ^^.  ^^"'^r  Xi 


sidering  the  money  expended  when  thus  drawn 
from  the  Treasury ;  and  the  practice  of  disburainir 
the  same,  as  agent  of  the  departments,  upon  thw 
orders,  was  convenient  and  administrative,  accord- 
ing to  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  law.     He  could 
riot  officially  know  that  the  money,  or  any  por- 
tion of  it,  remaining  in  his  hands,  as  such  airent, 
was  unexpended.     The  law  did  not  authoriz7him 
so  to  consider  it.     The  expenditure  could  only  be 
known  in  the  department  to  which  the  money  be- 
longed.    It  would  be  expended  by  engagements 
made  or  debts   contracted,  though  not  actually 
paid,  in  fulfilment  of  such  engagements,  or  to  the 
satisfaction  of  such  debts,  being  bound  for  that 
object.     It  IS  impossible,  therefore,  the  Secretary 
ol  the  Treasury  could  know  when  the  money  waa 
expended,  or  what  remained  unexpended,  other-' 
wise  than  by  the  warrant  in  virtue  of  which  it 
was  drawTi  from  the  Treasury.     With  that,  his 
responsibility  and  duty  terminated,  and  his  au- 
thority and  control  over  the  money  ended.    More- 
over, the  officers  respectively  were  directed  to  re- 
port to  Congress  from  time  to  time,  the  situation 
of  those  funds,  that,  if  their  pleasure,  they  miirht 
translate  the  application  to  other  objects.     In  the 
recess,  the  President  is  very  properly  vested  with 
that  authority,  by  the  proviso  to  that  1st  section  of 
the  act— now  called  infamous  in  the  law,  as  hav- 


the  1st  of  Janu^fT  in  J^hZ^V  ^'  "'"'  *"*    '"^  fci— now  called  infamoui 

rep...  .0  cir»r  .';,i:sj,  -iiVaTJT;  r.""!^ '  wi^i  izT''^  "'"•"'«'■  "^  "-•  ^  ■■  -^ 

tare  . nd  , ppljcUoo  of  .11. uch  .um.^f  „„.!"?!-.'     ""'°' ''•  «H  P'""^"".  "e  • 


ture  and  applicaUon  of  all  such  sums  of  money  as  mav 
prior  to  the  30th  September  preceding,  have  been  by 
them  respectively  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  in  virtue 
of  the  appropnatmn  law  of  the  preceding  year;  and 
the  sums  appropriated  by  law  for  each  branch  of  ex- 
penditure, in  the  several  departmenU.  shall  be  solely 
•pphed  to  the  objects  for  which  they  are  respectively 
appropriated,  and  to  no  other."  »Fe«ivejy 

UK)n  this  change  of  the  policy  in  relation  to 

n?TKf,^?W"^^'''u''  ^"'^  '^^  'P^'fi<^  application 
of  them  to  defanite  objects,  and  the  alteration  made 
by  this  law  as  to  the  manner  of  drawing  the  sums 
appropriated  from  the  Treasury  by  warrants,  and 
charging  the  moneys  so  drawn  in  the  books  of  the 
Accountants  of  the  Departments  respectively,  and 
by  requiring  the  Head  of  each  to  render  and  report 
accounts  and  their  administration  of  these  fumis, 
the  coiiclusion  was  inevitable— it  was  the  onJv 
one  which  could  be  made— that,  as  by  so  drawini 
the  moneys  from  the  Treasury,  they  would  be  r^ 
moved  and  taken  from  the  power  and  control  of 
the  Secretary  of  that  Department,  his  authority  of 
carrying  the  unexpended  balances  of  such  appro- 
priations to  the  surplus  fund  was  withdrawn  in  all 
cases  where  the  moneys  had  been  so  drawn  from 
Uic    1  reasury  by  warrants  from  the  other  depart- 


.  r  L  °.  r  /- .  necessary  to  the  attain- 
ment of  the  legislative  intent,  and  the  accomplish- 
ment of  their  objects.  Wisely  and  discreetfy  ex- 
ercised as  that  discretionary  power  seems  to  hare 
been  by  the  Executive-at  feast  the  contrary  is 
not  suggested-I  am  utterly  unable  to  perceive  the 
danger  which  gentlemen  apprehend,  that  by  it  a 
fund  may  be  accumulated  for  illicit  or  ambitious 
projects. 

It  is  enough  to  refute  the  supposition  that  the 
disposition  of  these  funds  is  a  part  of  the  legisla- 
tive duties  of  Congress;  that  they  must  be  bade 
acquainted  with  their  situation  every  year,  and 
may  divert  them  from  any  dangerous  application. 
I  he  discreuon  thus  rested  to  transfer  from  one 
object  to  another,  in  the  recess  of  Congress,  per- 
lects  the  system,  as  it  secures  the  end  of  theVi>- 
propriation,  at  the  same  time  that  it  provides 
against  any  possible  misapplication  by  the  depart- 
'"!°*f,cL^*"°*'*  persuade  myself  to  believe  the 
act  of  1809  was  approved  by  the  Executive  then 
m  olftce  without  knowing  its  contents;  that  he 
signed  without  reading  it,  and  thus  finished  his 
administration  by   overturning   his  own   policy. 
1  here  is  more  reason  to  believe  he  viewed  it  as 
he  perfection  of  that  system.     Thus  interpreted, 
the  practice  under  this   law  has  been  uniform 
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known  and  approved  by  the  Congress,  for  nearly 
eleven  yeaxs. 

Their  repeated  acts  of  appropriation  since,  with- 
out any  such  provision  on  the  subject  as  is  contem- 
plated by  this  amendment,  without  any  expression 
of  their  will  to  the  contrary,  may  be  considered 
legislative  sanction  o(  the  interpretation  and  prac- 
tice of  the  Executive  Government.     During  all 
that  time  no  profiosition,  as  1  can  learn,  was  ever 
made  to  modify,  alter,  or  repeal  this  provision  in 
the  law — gentlemen  had  an  opportunity.     If  bad 
in  the  beginning,  and  dangerous  now,  how  has  it 
•o  long  escaped  the  scrutiny  and  vigilance  of  the 
Legislature  /     This  amendment  proposes  to  alter 
the  policy  and  practice  in  a  particular  case,  in  re- 
lation to  ont  department,  and  implies  a  reflection 
upon  that  department  and  the  Executive.     In  ef- 
fect, it  is  an  expression  that  there  is  reason  to  ap- 
prehend the  Administration  will  not  be  faithful  to 
themselves  and  to  their  country  if  this  provision  be 
not  inserted.     If  it  is  deemed  expedient  to  change 
this  policy,  and  the  practice  now  rendered  familiar 
and  convenient  by  long  and  constant  use,  it  ought 
to  be  done  by  a  general  law  upon  the  subject,  em- 
bracing the  objects  intended,  and  relating  to  every 
department,  that  it  may  become  a  system.     Insert- 
ing it  here  implies  a  preference  for  one,  or  a  want 
of  confidence  in  the  other.    That  expenditures  have 
exceed«'d  appropriations,  is  not  a  new  thing,  pecu- 
liar to  this  department ;  it  has,  perhaps,  happened 
with  all,  and  been  frequent  in  the  Government  for 
many  years;  known  to  the  Legislature,  and  not 
hitherto  complained  of.     Why  now  select  this  de- 
partment for  this  precision  in  legislation — this  ex- 
traordinary   circumspection?      Acts   of   the   last 
Congress,  passed  late  in  the  session,  intended  to 
provide  efficient  means  to  suppress  the  slave  trade 
and  piracy,  by  authorizing  the  Executive  to  use  the 
naval  force  of  the  country  for  that  object,  were 
made  for  the  public  good ;  and  it  was  expected  the 
duties  enjoined  by  them  would  be  performed.    The 
expenditures  which  make  this  appropriation  neces- 
sary, have  been  occasioned  by  that  service,  to  which 
adequate  means  were  not  provided  or  furnished  by 
the  Legislature,  and  the  fault  lies  with  them  if 
there  be  any.     The  faith  of  the  nation  may  be 
considered  pledged  to  provide  the  ways  and  means 
for  this  expenditure.     I  am  disposed  to  meet  this 
duty  and  perform  it  in  the  usual  way,  and  shall 
rote  sigainst  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Stohrs  said,  that  he  was  not  very  tena- 
cioos  of  retaining,  in  this  particular  bill,  the  amend- 
ment which  bad  been  adopted,  on  his  suggestion, 
in  the  Committee  of  the  Wnole — especially,  as  the 
opinion  now  appeared  to  be  general,  that  some 
modification  or  restriction  of  the  powtr  of  trans- 
ferring appropriations  was  necessary  and  expedi- 
ent. His  object  might  perhaps  be  better  attained 
bv  a  general  law  applicable  to  all  the  departments. 
The  resolutions  offered  this  day  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Lowndei*) 
would  lead,  he  hoped,  to  some  amendment  of  the 
laws  in  this  respect.  But  he  could  not  withdraw 
the  amendment  in  compliance  with  the  reasons 
which  had  been  urged  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Ohio  (Mr.  Bbush.)     The  honorable  gentle- 


objects  to  the  restriction  imposed  by  the 
amendment,  because  it  might  be  construed  to  im- 
ply censure  or  import  "  a  reflection"  on  the  depart- 
ment. He  did  not  admit  the  propriety  or  justice 
of  such  a  conclusion  in  this  case.  The  character 
of  the  gentleman  who  presided  over  the  Navy  l>«v 
partment  was  to  him  a  satisfactory  pledge  that  no 
abuses  would  be  tolerated  there  with  his  sanction 
or  knowledge;  but  he  trusted  that  the  House 
would  never,  from  mistaken  notions  of  delicacy  or 
courtesy,  decline  to  interfere,  should  it  become 
necessary  to  check  abuses  or  correct  the  miscon- 
struction of  the  public  laws.  To  whom  do«  the 
honorable  gentlenian  suppose  the  departmenWio 
be  responsible,  unless  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, at  whose  will  they  were  created,  and  at 
whose  pleasure  they  exist?  At  what  tribunal 
would  he  have  them  answer  for  the  public  expen- 
diture unless  to  this  House?  Are  they  clothed 
with  such  attributes  that  the  House  should  refuse 
to  exercise  its  right  of  controlling  the  disbursement 
of  the  public  moner  in  deference  to  their  official 
sanctity.  Would  the  gentleman  wish  us  to  for- 
bear the  exercise  of  our  ordinary  power  of  legisla- 
tion lest  the  sensibility  of  the  departments  should 
be  excited  ?  The  only  course  by  which  we  can 
insure  their  respect  is  the  firm  and  independent 
discharge  of  our  duty  to  the  nation.  Kren  the 
agents  to  whom  the  execution  of  our  laws  is  'n^ 
trusted  instead  of  respecting  us  for  our  serrility  to 
their  views,  would  justly  laugh  at  us  for  our  tame 
subservience.  Whatever  may  be  the  effect  of  our 
legislation,  or  whatever  inference  may  be  derived 
from  it,  this  House  he  hoped  would  do  its  duty 
whenever  u  fit  occasion  was  presented  for  reform 
in  any  branch  of  the  Government. 

The  honorable  gentleman  farther  insists  on  the 
unrestrained  appropriation  of  this  fund,  said  Mr. 
S.,  because  (it  I  imderstand  him  rightly)  the  ek- 
penditure  having  been  already  incurred,  without 
the  authority  of  a  law,  the  "  public  faith"  is  pledged 
to  supply  the  deficiency  for  which  this  bill  provides. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  the  idea  which  the  gentleman  has 
formed  of  what  he  has  been  pleased  to  term  the 
'•  pledge  of  the  public  faith,"  differs  very  widely 
from  nriine.  It  is  true,  that  it  has  become  fashiona- 
ble to  disburse  the  public  moneys  without  appropria- 
tion, and  then  claim  its  sanction  by  the  passage  of 
a  law  of  indemnity,  to  cover  the  excess  of  expend- 
iture; but  the  public  faith,  in  the  only  true  and 
appropriate  sense  of  the  term,  is  pledged  in  none  of 
these  cases.  We  have  so  often  been  told  of  this 
sort  of  pledge  of  the  public  faith,  that  I  am  tired 
of  hearing  this  perversion  of  terms  reiterated  in 
our  ears.  The  funds  of  this  nation  can,  in  no  sense 
whatever,  be  pledged  by  any  power  of  the  Gorern- 
ment,  except  with  the  previous  concurrence  of  this 
House.  All  expenditures  without  our  consent  are 
unauthorized.  Not  even  the  Executive,  much  leas 
the  heads  of  departments,  are  vested  with  authority 
to  prejudge  the  application  of  the  public  money. 
It  is  time,  I  fear,  that  we  should  travel  back  to  the 
Constitution.  The  House  of  Representatives  are 
the  immediate  guardians  of  the  Treasury,  and  we 
have  lately  had  too  many  of  these  dangerous  ap- 
peals to  this  House  to  sanction  anticipated  objects 
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^'^^fj^""  r^'  ^^"  T"J  «»».  t*  ^^*^  f  the  UessiDgB  of  freedom  under  any  Goremment 
aw^,  Md  our  ConstinitioDal  discretion   become    whatever.   But,  m,  it  is  neither  the  wrt  of  frS^ 

tim  sort  of  doctrine.     We  aie  not  sent  here  to  re-    nire  at  the.r  faalts.    To  render  our  Government  re- 


cord the  edicu  of  the  other  branches  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, but  to  express  the  puWic  will.  The  dis- 
position of  the  public  moneys  i*  lodged  exclusively 


spectable  abroad,  and  inspire  universal  confidence 
at  home,  it  is  our  part  to  protect  its  administration 
from  abuse,  and  preserve  its  purity  unsullied.     At 


t^our  hands,  and  to  ^^'^k:;^:.;^^S^  I  .^  t^e^en^IuT- rpK  iX^Jtl 

uirl?^'       ^  •'>"^  of  Po^"      We  only  can  I  cise  even  its  moM  unpleasant  but  necessary  diitv 
lawfully  du-ect  the.r  application ;  and  the  safety  of  j  reforming  every  mor  which  na^ha^Tb^^iS 

charge  oi  that  duty.     Representing,  as  1  believe  I     been   handed  down,  And   lieen  adooted  from  th! 
do,  an  mteUigent  and  independent  community,  I  -  practice  of  their  predw^rT       ^  ^* 

KST,»  ""'^'^^     **  "  '^^^  ^^-^'^  «"'  •  P"^  'o  gentlemen,  who  supported  this  amendmTt 

hlt^  hivTn^f  in T"  "PP^P"^'^^"'  »>°»,  '  ',«PPo««!-     I   fully  believe,  «id  Mr.  B.,  that  the 

vwices  aJs<^  to!rariThe^unnr/nf^;         ?    f^^    ''''  "  '"^  reflection  upon  the  department  or  Gov- 
next  veaT  D^i^.hi!  S  ^  ™''  ^"^  ***.*    ^""""^"^  =  ""^'  ^^  °«°**  '^a'  mtemled,  the  appear- 

^  h^also^^^n^hTp       '  ^J^^^^^-    ance  of  it  should   be  avoided,  especially  as^Se^ 

appropriated,  for  "clmims  due  and  becoming  due  !  ro  have  so^e  ob^^rm  vlw  VnH  fi     ^      ^^"^ 

^'t^.-h  •isL-.^i?'  °r«p™-^'-  ^E;  ■^rT\?°JrM;frc,''';a^ 


appropriated  $285,000  for  'completing  the  »id 
road.  1  confess,  that,  for  one,  I  never  expected  or 
hoped  to  be  again  asked  for  further  appropriations 
lor  that  purpose;  but  it  is  even  so.  the  contracts 
were  made,  even  previous  to  the  last  session,  and 
we  shall  probably  again  be  told  that  the  public 
laiUi  u  pledged  to  meet  the  expenditure.  Nor  wUl 
this  mstance  probably  be  the  last,  during  this  ses- 
sion, in  which  the  appropriations  have  fallen  short 


have  suggested,  as  it  applies  to  one  department, 
and  not  a  general  system  for  all,  there  being  no 
reason  lor  discrimination.  The  gentleman  will 
not  consider  the  faith  of  the  nation  pledged  to 
make  this  appropriation.  I  believe  it  tQ  be  our 
duty.  Take  the  case  the  gentleman  has  furnish- 
ed—the Cumberland  road.  A  law  passes  requiring 
such  road  to  be  established ;  appropriations  aiS 
made  to  carry  on  the  work,  persons  appointed  to 


nay  a>  well  at  ^  disann  itself  and  nLTth^    S^r.iT  ,1         Ln^i^lature,  to  ascertain  the  fact 

di.ia.1  of  the  Treasurpn  oti^hknds  th^n   h^  ^  dX^li^eTU^hT?'  VlT  'Z'"  ''  *  'V" 
to  which  the  Constitution  has  confided  it  '  ,^fk  ^  ^^"  fi"'^*»«J:  and  ^ait  for 

Uader  all  the  c.rcu^atruntr  which  .he  "  rd^^*oTh^?:',^"'a^t^^*"^ 'r^'^\** 
expenditure  provided  for  by  this  bill  was  made  I  ^uS  ?K.  -  I  .  Tl  ^r^  Legi.^lature  have  di- 
shall  vote  for  its  passage.  I  wish  however Tn  mi  ^r^  ?  ^°?  ^"^  ^  performed,  and  the  w.shea 
maarka,  that  my^neaSng  sOd  notTmlT/  i  ll  ""''«" J^""  accomplished?  Howoften*h«ll 
deratood!  No  fieh^of\S  ty  ?o  th^  mS^t"  da7  Z"  '^'u  <^lc'»latK>ns-*very  week,  every 
Adminutration  of  tl^verTment^ave  nromXl  '  fn  I'vi^J^'^  ^T.  '"  '^f  ^"^  ^  ^^'  P^^»'«° 
me  to  notice  the  subjecu  whi^h  have  b^n  Tn^  L  JT^  T"*  '^•'  pntlemen  require,  and  how 
duced  to  the  Hou.se  on  the  rl^J^fl^J^ll'!:    ^^  J^^  the^mcpfe?     The  amount  certainly 


duced  to  the  Hou.se  on  the  passage  of  this  measure, 
la  aU  the  measures  of  that  Administration,  which 
tend  to  promote  our  national  prosperity,  and  to  s«^ 
cure  and  perpetuate  our  Republican  institutions, 
tHey  sJaU  receive  from  me,  humble  as  my  situation 
IS,  or  feeble  as  my  influence  may  be,  a  cordial  and 


pie.'     The  amount  certainly 

It  is  the  object  which  fixes 

the  discretion  of  the  oflScer.  If  it  is  to  accomplish 
the  views  of  the  Legislature,  cleariy  and  distinctly 
expressed,  to  execute  a  commission  or  perform  du- 
ties required  by  law,  the  expenditure  is  lawfiiL  and 
the  nation  is  bound.     Such  i?  the  case  which  calls 


eenerous  support ;  and  I  do  not  heshate  to  say  that     for  thi.Z  "      •  ^"""T  "  .  V***  "^^'""^  «»"» 

Sowever  varTus  our  former  views  of  pubKucy  ■  i^Jk^  T^^T'  ?""*  "^'u  '^'  ''*"^"  ^^^^  " 
nuy  have  been,  whoever  looks  arouufhim  a^th.^    ^ndtent     ^  ^'"  ^'^  ^'"'°"'  ^' 

ume,  and  considers  the  sum  of  hanpiness  which  i      lu,  p '    rr^ 

this  country  enjoys,  compared  witEth^  Tf  air  MpK^^^I'^^^^'I'^^'T' ?°*^'"*^«^  »»^* ''«'»«'««• 

o^  nauo^any.;otcoSe:;edT;:u\^:^^^^  i  '^Xi^L^tt'io^L^'r:.^^^^^^ 
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were  convinced  of  iu-  existence.    He  wished  it  to 

be  taken  up  separately.  It  did  not  seem  proper  to 
him,  on  a  bill  making  specific  appropriations,  to 
introduce  a  provision  of  this  sort,  which  in  emct 
would  repeal,  in  part  at  least,  the  operation  of  a 
general  law.  He  should  notsay,now,  what  course 
he  should  take  when  the  question  came  regularly 
before  the  House ;  but  it  was  certainly  irregularly 
introduced  into  the  present  bill,  and  he  therefore 
hoped  the  House  would  not  concur  in  the  amend- 
ment 

The  question  wa^i  then  taken  on  concurring  in 
the  ameudmeot  of  Mr.  Storbs,  as  agreed  to  in 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  decided  iu  the 
negative — 80  to  59. 

The  three  bills  before  the  Committee  being  gone 
through,  were  reported  to  the  House. 

The  nrst  in  order  of  importance,  makes  addi- 
tional appropriations  ibr  the  support  of  the  Navy 
for  the  service  of  1819,  viz:  For  pay  and  subsist- 
euee,  $273,100 ;  for  provisions,  ^1,400 ;  for  hos- 
pital stores,  du:.,  $8,850;  for  repairs  of  vessels 
$101,2(18;  for  contingent  expenses,  $11,000;  for 
the  salaries  of  two  agents  and  a  surveyor,  appoint- 
ed under  the  authority  of  the  act  of  Congress 
making  reservatioiM  of  public  lands  to  supply  tim- 
ber for  naval  purposes,  and  other  expenses  of  that 
acL$7pOO. 

The  second  bill  makes  a  partial  appropriation 
for  the  military  service  for  the  year  1820,  viz:  for 
subsisleuce  of  the  Army,  $220,000. 

The  third  is  a  bill  ^  supplementary  to  the  act '  to 
regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  oi  the  clerks  in 
the  different  ofl&ces,  passed  the  20th  day  of  April, 
1818."  This  bill  proposes  to  continue,  imtil  the 
31st  of  December,  1820,  the  provisioQ  of  that  act 
which  authorizes  the  employment  of  six  additional 
clerks  in  the  office  of  the  Tnird  Auditor,  and  three 
in  that  of  the  Second  Comptroller,  in  order  to  en- 
able those  offices  to  settle  the  mass  of  yet  unsettled 
accounts  growing  out  of  the  late  war. 

The  three  bills  were  then  severally  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-mor- 
row. 

The  engrofised  resolution  authorizing  a  further 
distribution  of  the  Journal  of  the  Convention  which 
framed  the  Constitution,  was  read  a  third  time, 
pawed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

And  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned  imtil  to- 
morrow. 


Thcrsoat,  December  30. 

Mr.  Pabkeb,  of  Massachu.setts,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  sundry  merchants  and  traders  in  the  town 
of  Boston,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  an  uni- 
form system  of  baakruptcy  throughout  the  United 
States:  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  for  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  CocKC  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Con- 
vention of  the  Manumission  Society  in  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  against  the  further  extension  of  slave- 
ry within  the  Territory  of  Missouri ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  that 
subject. 


The  Speakeb  laid  before  the  House  schedules 
of  fees  proper  to  be  allowed  and  taxed  for  the  offi- 
cers of  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  western  district  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Dis- 
trict of  Maine,  prepared  and  transmitted  by  the 
judges  of  those  districts,  respectively,  in  obedience 
to  the  resolution  of  this  House  of  tne  22d  of  Feb- 
ruary last ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  PuUic 
Lands,  to  whom  was  yesterday  referred  the  bill 
allowing  Sarah  Allen  the  bounty  land  and  pay 
which  would  have  been  due  to  ner  son  Samuel 
Drew,  had  he  lived,  for  his  services  as  a  private  in 
the  late  war,  with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  for  all  similar  cases  by  a 
general  law,  reported  the  said  bill  without  amend- 
ment ;  and,  further,  "  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  pass 
any  general  law  on  the  subject."  The  said  bill 
was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Bloomfield  reported  a  bill  to  authorize 
certain  insane  persons  to  be  placed  on  the  pension 
list,  and  for  guardians  to  receive  pensions  ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  such  legislative  provisions  as 
shall  efiectually  prevent  the  practice  of  duelling. 

[Mr.  F.  suggested  that  he  mesomed  it  was  only 
in  regard  to  the  Army  and  Navy  that  CongresB 
would  have  any  power  to  operate  in  this  re- 
spect. J 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allen,  of  New  York,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  Great  Sodus  Bay,  on  Lake 
Ontario,  a  port  of  entry. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  additional  appropri- 
ations for  the  support  of  the  Navy  for  the  year 
1818 ;  the  engrossed  biU  making  partial  appropri- 
ations for  the  military  service  for  the  year  182D ; 
and  the  bill  authorizing  the  continuance  of  certain 
clerks  in  the  offices  of  the  Third  Auditor  and 
Second  Comptroller, — were  severally  read  a  third 
time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concur- 
rence. 

Mr.  McLanb,  of  Delaware,  moved  a  resolution 
to  this  effect :  ^  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  authorizing  a  subscription,  by  the  ITnited 
States,  for  one  hundred  and  nfty  shares  in  the  stock 
of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Com- 
pany." 

The  House  decided  on  this  motion  without  de- 
bate, and  it  was  negatived  by  a  small  majority.    '■' 

Mr.  Kert,  of  Maryland,  oflered  for  considera- 
tion the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  Thst  the  Committee  on  the  Diatrict  of 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  grantiof  to  said  Dbtrict  a  Delegate  on  this 
floor,  in  the  same  manner  that  Delegates  are  allowed 
to  other  Territories  of  the  United  States. 

On   this  motion   the  House  divided,  and  the 
resolution  was  negatived  by  a  considerable  ma-< 
jority. 
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err  ATE  or  maine. 

The  House  then,  according  to  the  orders  of  the 
day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Hill  in  the  chair,)  on  the  bill  for  the  ad- 
mission of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the  Union. 

The  bill,  as  reported,  is  as  follows : 

A  Bill  for  the  admiacioQ  of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the 

Union,  and  to  extend  the  lawa  o(  ibe  United  Statea 

to  Mid  Bute. 

Wbereaa,  bj  an  act  of  the  State  of  Masaachuactts, 
pnaed  the  19th  day  of  June,  1819,  entitled  "An  act 
relating  to  the  aeparation  of  the  District  of  Maine  from 
Maaaachuaetts  proper,  and  formiDg  the  aame  into  • 
aeparate  and  independent  State ;"  the  people  of  that 
part  of  Maasachuaetta  heretofore  known  aa  the  Diatrict 
of  Maine  did,  with  the  conaent  of  the  Legislature  of 
aaid  Sute  of  MaaaachosetU,  form  tbemiwlvea  into  an 
independent  State,  and  did  eatabliah  a  conatitution  for 
the  {[overnment  of  the  same,  agreeably  to  the  provia- 
ions  of  said  act ;  therefore, 

Bt  it  enacted  bv  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  Repre- 
tentative^  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Con- 

£es9  assembled,  That,  from  and  aAer  the  third  daj  of 
arch  next,  the  State  of  Maine  ia  hereby  declared  to 
be  one  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  admitted 
into  the  Union  on  an  eqaal  footing  with  the  original 
Statea  in  all  respects  whatever. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  until  the 
next  general  cenaua  and  apportionment  of  Repreaent- 
atiTea,  the  State  of  MaraachusetU  shall  be  entitled  to, 
and  may  continue  to  have,  thirteen  Representativea, 
and  the  aaid  Slate  of  Maine  seven  Representativea,  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States. 

Skc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  not  locally  inapplicable,  shall  be 
extended  to  said  State,  and  have  the  same  force  and 
tttect  within  the  same,  as  elsewhere  within  the  United 
Sutes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Massachusetts, 
(the  chairman  of  the  committee  who  reported  it,) 
the  second  section  of  the  bill  was  stricken  out  as 
unessential  to  the  main  object  of  the  bill,  if  any 
provision  at  all  on  the  subject  was  nece&sary. 

The  question  being  stated  that  the  Committee 
do  rise  and  report  the  bill — 

Mr.  CiJ^Y  (Speaker)  said  he  was  not  yet  pre- 
pared for  this  question.  He  was  not  opposed  to 
the  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine  mto  the 
Uaion.  The  intelligence  and  numerical  strength 
of  her  population,  her  extent  of  territory,  her 
separation  from  old  Massachusetts  by  intervening 
toritory,  her  position  in  relation  to  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Confederacy,  all  concurred  to  recom- 
mend the  measure  now  proposed.  But,  before  it 
was  finally  acted  on,  he  wished  to  know,  he  said, 
whether  certain  doctrines  of  an  alarming  charac- 
ter— which,  if  persevered  in,  no  man  could  tell 
where  they  would  end — with  respect  to  a  restric- 
tion on  the  admission  into  the  Union  of  States 
wast  of  the  Mississippi,  were  to  be  sustained  on 
this  floor.  He  wished  to  know  what  was  the 
character  of  the  conditions  which  Congress  had  a 
right  to  annex  to  the  admission  of  new  States; 
whether,  in  fact,  in  admitting  a  new  State,  there 
could  be  a  partition  of  its  sovereignty.  He  wished 
to  know  th«  «xt8at  of  the  principles  which  gen- 


tlemeti  meant  to  defend  in  this  respect ;  and  par- 
ticularly the  extent  to  which  they  meant  to  carry 
these  principles  in  relation  to  the  country  west  of 
the  Mississippi.  On  this  subject,  he  said,  there 
should  be  a  serious  pause ;  the  question  should  be 
maturely  weighed  oefore  this  new  mode  of  ac- 
quiring power  was  resorted  to,  which  was  pro- 
posed in  regard  to  the  State  to  be  formed  out  of  the 
present  Territory  of  Missouri.  Heretofore,  when 
the  population  and  extent  of  a  territory  had  been 
such  as  to  entitle  a  territory  to  the  privilege  of 
self-government,  and  the  rank  of  a  State,  the  sin- 
gle question  had  presented  itself  to  admit  or  reject 
It,  without  qualihcation.  But  new  doctrines  had 
sprung  up  on  this  subject;  and,  said  he,  before  we 
take  a  single  step  to  change  the  present  relations 
of  the  members  of  the  Confederation,  there  should 
be  a  distinct  understanding  between  the  Repre- 
sentatives from  the  various  parts  of  the  country, 
as  to  the  extent  to  which  they  are  to  be  carried. 
If  beyond  the  mountains  Congress  can  exert  the 
power  of  imposing  restrictions  on  new  States,  can 
they  not  also  on  this  side  of  them  ?  If,  there,  they 
can  impose  hard  conditions — conditions  which 
strike  vitally  at  the  independence  and  power  of 
the  States — can  they  not  also  here  ?  If,  said  he, 
the  States  of  the  West  are  to  be  subject  to  restric- 
tions by  Congress,  whilst  the  Atlantic  States  are 
free  from  them,  proclaim  the  distinction  at  once; 
announce  your  privileges  and  immunities:  let  us 
have  a  clear  and  distinct  understanding  of  what 
we  are  to  expect.  He  would  not,  however,  he 
said,  press  this  part  of  the  subject,  but  proceed  to 
notice  another  point  which  presented  itself  in  re- 
spect to  this  bill ;  wishing  the  honorable  gentleman, 
under  whose  auspices  this  bill  had  been  introduced 
into  the  House,  distinctly  to  understand  that  he 
had  not  the  slightest  indisposition  to  the  reception 
of  Maine  into  the  Union  on  the  footing  ox  the 
other  States  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  C.  then  adverted  to  the  section,  which  had 
been  stricken  out  of  the  bill,  respecting  the  repre- 
sentation of  Maine  on  this  floor.     Looking  back 
to  1791 J  what  then  took  place  on  a  similar  subject 
with  this  ?    The  Slate  of  Kentucky,  if  he  was  not 
egregiously  mistaken  in  the  history  of  the  times, 
was  delayed  eighteen  months  before  she  was  per- 
mitted to  come  in,  until  Vermont  also  was  ready; 
and  the  two  States  would  be  found  connected  to- 
gether in  the  act  providing  for  their  representation 
in  Congress.     He  asked  whether  this  precedent 
from  the  statute  book  might  not  be  advantageously 
followed  in  regard  to  the  two  States  now  claiming 
admission  into  the  Union;  one  being  from  the 
Northeast,  the  other  from  the  West,  as  was  the 
case  in  1791  ?    This,  he  said,  was  worthy  of  con- 
sideration.    The  precedent  was  from  the  early, 
and,  as  far  at  least  as  regards  the  construction  of 
the  Constitution  under  which  we  act,  the  best 
times  of  the  Republic.     Whether  such  an  union 
of  the  two  States  took  place  now,  or  not,  Mr.  C. 
said  he  wished  to  know  what  was  to  be  done  on 
the  subject  of  the  representation  of  Maine?    Did 
the  gentleman   mean  to  follow  up  this   bill  by 
another,  providing  specially  for  that  object  ?     The 
Committee^  he  thought,  ought  not  to  rise  and  re- 
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port  the  bill  in  its  present  shape,  -without  satisfac- 
tory information  on  that  point. 

Mr.  Holmes  rose  in  reply.  The  application 
from  the  people  of  Maine  to  be  admittecf  into  the 
Union  as  one  of  the  States,  he  said,  was  a  distinct 
subject  presented  to  the  consideration  of  the  Com- 
mittee; and  the  question  was,  shall  Maine  be  or 
not  be  admitted  into  the  Union  1  Upon  that  ques- 
tion, he  was  prepared  to  snpport  the  affirmative. 
The  other  question,  relative  to  the  apportionment 
of  representation  between  Maine  and  Massachu- 
setts, he  was  ready  to  discuss  now  or  at  any  other 
time ;  and  the  only  reason  why  he  had  wished  to 
expunge  the  section  relative  to  that  point  from  the 

f (resent  bill,  was  that  there  was  some  uncertainty, 
rom  the  practice  which  had  hitherto  prevailed  on 
the  admission  of  new  States,  as  to  the  apportion- 
ment of  the  representation.  For  himself,  he  said, 
he  had  entertained  no  doubt  on  the  subject,  until 
he  saw  the  precedent  to  which  the  gentleman  had 
alluded.  He  had  felt,  no  doubt,  that  when  a  State 
is  formed  from  a  portion  of  another  State,  and  the 
relative  proportion  of  the  territory  and  population 
known,  the  representation  should  stand  as  at  pre- 
sent Until  a  new  census  was  taken.  But,  he  said, 
this  precedent,  with  regard  to  Kentucky,  had  stag- 
gered him.  That  State  had  been  formed  from  a 
portion  of  the  territory  of  Virginia,  and  two  repre- 
sentatives on  this  floor  were  given  to  Kentucky, 
without  diminishing  the  number  of  representatives 
from  the  State  of  Virginia.  This  was  a  precedent 
which  he  thought  did  not  exactly  accord  with  the 
principles  of  the  Constitution,  which  laid  down  a 
different  rule  for  the  apportionment  of  representa- 
tion. It  was  possible,  he  said,  there  was  some  rea- 
son, which  we  do  not  know,  which  induced  the 
course  pursued  on  that  occasion.  Possibly  it  was 
then  determined  that,  if  a  State  sending  nfty  rep- 
resentatives should  be  divided  into  two  States,  the 
original  State  should  continue  to  send  her  fifty 
members,  and  the  new  State  ><hould  send  twenty- 
five.  If  Congress  had  so  determined,  he  appre- 
hended they  had  determined  against  the  provisions 
of  the  Constitution.  Probably  Congress  then 
thought  they  had  the  power  which  they  exercised, 
inasmuch  as  the  existing  apportionment  of  repre- 
sentatives among  the  States  had  been  made  by  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution,  and  not  according  to 
an  exact  enumeration  of  the  people.  Probably  the 
people  in  that  portion  of  the  Territory  haa  in- 
creased so  much  faster  than  the  rest  as,  in  the 
opinion  of  Congress,  to  entitle  them  to  the  two 
representatives  which  were  thus  additionally  given. 
But  this  precedent  proved  that,  between  one  appor- 
tionment and  another,  the  Congress  have  a  right 
to  modify  that  apportionment,  where  circumstances 
make  it  necessary.  However  it  might  be  settled 
in  matter  of  form  in  the  present  case,  Mr.  H.  said 
that  the  parties  concerned  would  be  satisfied  that 
Maine  has  the  seven  representatives,  which  accord- 
mg  to  the  la«;t  enumeration  that  portion  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  Massachusetts  is  entitled  to,  and  Massa- 
chusetts would  be  content  to  have  the  remaining 
thirteen  representatives  to  which  her  population 
entitled  her.  If  the  doctrine  established  in  the 
case  of  Kentucky  should  be  sustained  on  this  occa- 
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sion,  Massachusetts  would  still  have  her  twenty 
representatives,  and  Maine  would  be  entitled  to 
seven.  That  doctrine,  he  said,  would  be  mon- 
strous, and  he  should  not  claim  for  Massachusetts 
the  advantage  of  the  precedent. 

The  truth  was,  he  said,  in  regard  to  this  whole 
subject,  that  the  separation  of  Maine  from  Massa- 
chusetts depended  on  a  contingency,  and  Congress 
could  defeat  it  if  they  would.  Unless  the  consent 
of  Congress  thereto  should  be  given  between  now 
and  the  3d  day  of  March  next,  the  whole  proceed- 
ing which  had  taken  place  was  void,  and  the  ques- 
tion would  be  referred  back  to  Massachusetts. 
Several  attempts  had  been  made  within  the  last 
twenty  years  to  attain  the  object,  which,  as  far  as 
regarded  the  consent  of  Massachusetts  and  the 
people  of  Maine,  was  now  accomplished.  We 
have  now,  said  he,  a  population  of  tnree  hundred 
thousand,  and  are  separated  by  the  intervention  of 
another  State  from  old  .Massachusetts.  Will  any 
one  say  we  ought  not  to  l>e  admitted  into  the 
Union  /  We  are  answered,  yes ;  and  that,  unless 
we  will  agree  to  admit  Missouri  into  the  Union 
unconditionally,  we  ought  not  be  admitted !  I 
hope  the  doctrine  did  not  extend  quite  as  far  as 
that.  [Mr.  Clay  here  said,  in  an  undertone,  yes 
it  did.]  I  hope,  said  Mr.  H.,  the  gentleman  does 
not  mean  to  put  the  question  on  that  footing.  The 
subjects  are  wholly  unconnected ;  and  ifj  on  the 
subject  of  the  proposed  restriction  on  Missouri,  I 
held  not  the  opinion  which  I  have  heretofore  ex- 

Eressed,  if  I  were  to  be  told  that  Maine  was  not  to 
e  admitted  into  the  Union  unless  Missouri  was 
also  unconditionally  admitted,  I  should  forfeit  the 
chance  of  Maine  rather  than  forfeit  my  opinion. 
Mr.  H.  said  he  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  gentle- 
man did  not  mean  to  connect  this  question  with 
that ;  that  he  did  not  mean  to  say  that,  thoiigh 
Maine  is  entitled  to  admission,  though  her  claims 
are  fair  and  undeniable,  she  shall  not  be  admitted, 
unless  another  State  should  be  admitted  whose 
claims  may  not,  in  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of 
this  House,  stand  on  the  same  footing.  Mr.  H. 
trusted,  he  said,  that  Missouri  would  be  admitted. 
The  doctrines  which  the  Speaker  considered  as 
dangerous,  Mr.  H.  said,  he,  too,  disclaimed ;  but 
he  equally  disclaimed  the  doctrine  that  Missouri 
and  Maine  should  be  put  on  the  same  footing. 
They  stand  differently.  In  regard  to  Maine,  there 
is  no  contested  question  of  restriction  or  non-re- 
striction ;  she  stands  on  her  own  ground ;  she 
shows  that  she  has  fulfilled  the  conditions  required 
of  her  by  Massachusetts,  and  a.sks  your  consent, 
which  is  necessary  to  her  taking  ranK  among  the 
States.  And  how  is  it  suggested  that  you  shall 
answer  her  ?  Why,  inasmuch  that  there  is  a  dis- 
pute between  Congress  and  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri, and  there  is  no  dispute  respecting  Maine^ 
she  is  not  to  be  admitted,  unless  Missouri  is  admits 
ted  without  condition !  Mr.  H.  said,  he  hoped 
those  two  subjects  would  not  be  united.  He  did 
not  perceive  any  connexion  between  them.  He 
was  perfectly  willing  to  go  into  the  consideration 
of  the  question  of  the  representation  of  Maine,  but 
he  did  not  think  it  necessary  now. 
Mr.  LivERMORE,  of  New  Hampshire,  said,  the 
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question  before  the  Committee  he  took  to  be  sim- 
ply this:  whether  the  Committee  should  rise,  and 
report  the  bill  now  before  them.  He  asked  the 
honorable  ^ntleman  from  Kentucky,  whether  he 
was  of  opinion  that  Coneresa  could  impose  any 
restriction  on  Maine?  That  question  the  gentle- 
man would,  he  knew,  answer  in  the  negative. 
Why,  then,  was  the  time  of  the  House  taken  up  id 
an  unnecessary  discussion?  It  had  been  said  that, 
if  restrictions  were  proposed  on  Missouri,  Maine 
and  Missouri  ought  to  come  into  tb&  Union,  hand 
and  hand  together.  Now,  Mr.  L.  said,  it  was  very 
well  known,  that  every  one  who  contended  for  the 
restriction  on  the  new  States,  beyond  the  Mississip- 
ijhadgoneon  the  ground  that  the  territory  acquired 
y  France  stood  on  a  distinct  footino;,  and  not  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  old  States.  Why  did  not  the 
gentleman,  when  the  State  of  Alabama  was  ad- 
mitted in  the  Union  by  a  bill  passed  at  this  session, 
make  the  objections  which  he  had  now  raised  to 
the  admission  of  Maine?  That  bill,  however,  had 
passed  through  this  House  with  as  much  celerity 
as  wax  usual  with  bills  of  a  public  nature,  to  say 
BO  more  of  it.  If  no  difference  of  opinion  existed 
as  to  the  propriety  of  admitting  Maine  into  the 
Union,  why  was  the  House  impeded  in  its  progress 
through  the  bill  by  arguments  which  applied  to 
another  question,  and  not  this  ? 

Mr.  Clay  remarked  that,  since  the  question  was 
put,  he  would  say  at  once  to, the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  and  his  worthy  friend  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads,  with  that  frankness  which  perhaps  too 
much  belonged  to  his  character,  that  he  did  not 
mean  to  give  his  consent  to  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Maine  into  the  Union,  as  long  as  the  doc- 
trines were  upheld  of  annexing  conditions  to  the 
admission  of  States  into  the  Union  from  beyond 
the  mountains.  Equality,  said  he,  is  equity.  If 
we  have  no  right  to  impose  conditions  on  this 
State,  we  have  none  to  impose  them  on  the  State 
of  Missouri.  Although,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  did  not 
mean  to  anticipate  the  argument  on  this  subject, 
the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  would  find 
himself  totally  to  fail  in  the  attempt  to  establish 
the  position  that,  because  the  Territory  of  Missouri 
was  acquired  by  purchase,  she  is  our  vassal,  and 
we  have  a  right  to  affix  to  her  admission  conditions 
not  applicable  to  the  States  on  this  side  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. The  doctrine,  said  Mr.  C,  i,-  an  alarm- 
ing  one,  and  I  protest  against  it  now,  and  when- 
ever or  wherever  it  may  be  asserted,  that  there  are 
no  rights  attaching  in  the  one  case  which  do  not 
in  the  other;  or  that  any  line  of  distinction  is  to 
be  drawn  between  the  Eastern  and  the  Western 
States.  It  is  a  distinction  which  neither  exists  in 
reason,  nor  can  you  carry  it  it  into  effect  in  prac- 
tice. But,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  did  not  mean  to  go  into 
this  subject.  It  was  proper  and  fitting,  however, 
in  his  opinion,  that  this  bill  should  be  delayed; 
that  the  House  should  not  act  on  the  one  bill  until 
it  could  also  act  on  the  other  for  the  admission  of 
a  State  in  the  West.  But  it  seemed  there  was  a 
particular  aversion  to  the  connexion  of  Maine  and 
Missouri.  If  he  was  not  much  mistaken,  Mr.  C. 
3aid,  those  who  now  objected  to  such  an  alliance, 


were  the  advocates  of  the  alliance  in  the  ca«e 
which  he  had  quoted  in  the  precedent,  and  had 
succeeded  in  keeping  Kentucky  out  of  the  Union 
for  some  twelve  or  eighteen  months,  because  Ver- 
mont was  not  ready  to  come  in;  and,  when  ready, 
connected  them  in  the  same  bill.  I  am  glad  to 
hear,  said  he,  from  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, that  that  old  and  venerable  Commonwealth 
has  given  to  Maine  till  the  3d  of  March  to  come 
into  the  Union,  or  rather  has  allowed  to  Congress 
till  the  3d  of  March  to  admit  her.  It  is  a  good 
long  time  to  the  3d  of  March,  at  least  sixty  day^ 
and  in  that  time  much  light  may  be  shed  on  the 
principles  which  arc  to  govern  us  in  the  admis&ioa 
of  new  States  into  the  Union.  What  occasion, 
then,  for  haste  ?  The  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, Mr.  C.  said,  was  not  unwilling  to  follow  a 
part  of  the  precedent  of  1791 ;  but,  when  the  other 
part  of  it  was  suggested  fur  his  imitation,  it  wa* 
most  unreasonable !  The  gentleman  had  himself 
shown  that  it  was  not  now  proper  to  act  conclu- 
sively on  this  bill ;  for  has  he  not  told  the  House, 
asked  Mr.  C,  that  be  has  not  prepared  a  proposi- 
tion respecting  the  representation  ol  Maine?  When 
will  he  do  it?  Supposing  we  have  a  right  to  take 
seven  Representatives  from  Massachusetts,  and 
give  them  to  Maine,  what  will  be  the  condition  of 
the  gentlemen  who  now  represent  those  seven  dis- 
tricts of  Mas.sachusetLs  ?  But  it  was  a  question,  he 
?aid,  whether  it  was  in  the  power  of  Congre^>»  to 
disfranchi^e  Massachusetts,  by  taking  from  her 
seven,  or  any  other  number  of  her  Repress  ntatives. 
These  matters  ought  to  be  duly  considered,  and 
gentlemen  should  be  prepared  to  act  on  them. 
Why  pa.-<N  this  bill  with  such  speed,  and,  after  ii 
passes,  proceed  to  consider  the  aifficuhies  respect- 
ing the  subject  which  gentlemen  acknowledged  to 
exist?  Suppose,  after  the  law  was  parsed,  and 
difficultie>  resp<'eting  the  representation  in  Con- 
gress should  be  discovered  to  be  so  insuperable., 
that  .Maine  could  have  no  representation.  Mr.  C. 
said  he  presumed  she  would  not  be  willing  to  come 
into  the  Union  on  that  footing,  whilst  her  present 
situation  was  different,  that  portion  of  Massachu- 
setLs  having  in  fact  seven  Repiesentatives  in  Con- 
gress. Suppose,  said  he,  I  was  mistaken  in  my 
doctrine  respecting  restrictions  on  new  State:k, 
and  that  you  have  a  right  to  measure  justice  by 
different  standards,  why  do^ot  the  friends  of  re- 
striction come  forward  and  propo>e  a  re:>trictioQ 
ou  Maine,  if  not  the  same  as  that  proposed  to  be 
imposed  on  Mi.ssouri,  on  some  other  point?  To 
pass  thjt.  bill  in  its  present  shape,  he  said,  would 
be  an  act  lS  half  legislation;  and  it  ought  not  to 
be  sent  to  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  with- 
out giving  to  the  State  of  Maine  (w-hat  was  of  es- 
sential iraportaLce)  the  representation  in  the  Union 
which  was  due  to  its  numbers,  and  required  by  its 
interests.  If  the  gentleman  wanted  time  to  pre- 
pare the  necessary  amendments  on  this  subject, 
Mr.  C.  said,  he  would  give  him  time  by  postpon- 
ing the  bill ;  at  the  same  time  repeating,  that  he 
was  not  desirous  to  defeat  the  admission  of  Maine 
into  the  Union. 

Mr,  Whitman,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  that  the 
gentleman  bad  avowed  his  object  in  oppo^iog  the 
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progress  of  this  bill,  with  bis  usual  and  character- 
istic fnknkne^>s ;  which  he  hoped  would  constitute 
a  sure  pledge  that  he  would  give  up  his  opposition, 
if  it  should  appear  not  to  be  well  founded.  The 
gentleman  bad  expressed  his  wish  to  unite  the  two 
questions  of  Maine  and  Mis^wuri.  It  had  sometimes 
occurred,  Mr.  W.  said,  when  one  branch  ol  a  Le- 
gislature refused  its  assent  to  a  measure  which  bad 
pMied  the  other,  that  the  object  of  the  latter  was 
obCained  by  tacking  the  obnoxious  proposition  to 
some  favorite  measure  of  the  former  :  and,  as  Mr. 
W.  understood  the  honorable  Speaker,  he  had  de- 
clared that  he  would  go  on  thui  principle  in  the 
admission  of  new  States  into  the  Union  ;  and  that, 
in  this  case,  he  would  not  admit  Maine  unless 
tacked  to  Missouri — he  would  admit  both  at  the 
same  time,  and  both  on  the  same  principle.  Now, 
Mr.  W.  said,  he  held  that  there  was  no  similarity 
in  the  two  cases.  The  Speaker  would  certainly  do 
the  gentlemen  who  were  opposed  to  the  admission 
of  Missouri  unconditionally  into  the  Union,  the 
justice  to  believe,  that  they  were  honest  and  sincere 
m  their  opposition  to  it,  and  that  they  did  believe 
that  Congress  have  a  right  to  impose  conditions 
on  her  admission,  and  they  did  further  believe  the 
proposed  condition  to  be  expedient.  Here,  then. 
was  a  part,  perhaps  a  majority,  of  Congress  believ- 
ing in  the  right  of  annexing  conditions  to  the  ad- 
mission of  Missouri  into  the  Union.  How  was  it 
with  regard  to  Maine?  Why,  not  one  individual 
member  in  this  House — not  the  honorable  Speaker 
himself,  supposed  that  any  condition  ought  to  be 
annexed  to  her  admission  :  on  the  contrary,  he 
had  avowed  his  belief  that  she  ougbt  to  be  admit- 
ted without  condition.  Ought  not  every  case  to 
stand  on  its  own  bottom  f  W^ould  the  Speaker 
consider  it  consistent  with  sound  principles  to  say 
that  he  believed  Maine  ought  to  be  admitted,  and 
yet  refuse  to  admit  her  unless  Missouri  should  also 
DC  received,  as  he  wishes,  unconditionally  into  the 
Umob  1  Such  a  refusal  would  be  a  mere  political 
expedient ;  it  would  be  to  accomplish,  by  improper 
means,  what  could  not  otherwise  be  accomplished ; 
a  contrivance  to  get  the  House  to  do  what  they  do 
not  approve,  or  leave  them  the  alternative  of  omit- 
ting to  do  what,  even  according  to  the  Speaker's 
own  position,  ought  to  be  done.  Was  it  proper, 
Mr.  W.  asked,  to  make  the  interest  of  Maine  a  sac- 
rifice to  such  a  policy  ?  Was  it  Maine,  he  asked, 
who  stood  in  the  way  of  the  admission  of  Miss<juri, 
or  was  it  something  else?  And,  if  not,  ought 
Maine  to  fall  a  sacrifice  to  a  scheme  for  compelling 
Congress  to  admit  Missouri  without  any  condition  ? 
He  hoped  the  honorable  Speaker  would  revise  his 
decision  ;  and,  if  he  did,  Mr.  W.  was  sure  he  would 
decide  differently. 

With  regard  to  other  grounds  traversed  by  the 
Speaker,  which  seemed  only  to  come  in  aid  of  his 
main  object,  Mr.  W.  confessed  himself  to  be  in 
more  doubt.  He  did  not  believe  it  was  in  the  power 
of  Congress  to  say  that,  of  twenty  Representatives 
which  Massachusetts  has  on  this  floor,  seven  should 
be  sent  home  ;  nor  did  he  believe  it  in  the  power  of 
Congress  to  select  the  seven  to  be  sent  home.  This 
difficulty,  however,  he  believed,  might  be  gotten 
over,  but,  he  feared,  not  in  the  way  which  had  been 


contemplated.  He  beliere^  Congress  might  make 
a  provision  that  the  seven  Representatives  from 
the  districts  in  Maine  should,  for  the  present  Con- 
gress, be  considered  as  the  Representatives  of  Maine, 
and  the  remaining  thirteen  as  the  Representatires 
of  Massachusetts.  This  course,  whilst  within  the 
power  of  Congress,  could  not  but  be  acceptable  to 
Massachusetts  as  well  as  to  Maine.  By  authorizing 
the  convention  of  the  people  of  Maine  to  form  a 
constitution  of  State  government,  Massachusetts 
must  have  been  considered  as  consenting  to  have 
her  representation  curtailed.  If  the  section  report- 
ed by  the  select  committee  had  been  permitt«^d  to 
remain  in  the  bill,  a  proviso  of  this  description 
might  have  been  added,  and,  in  this  way,  every 
difficulty  have  been  removed.  However,  Mr.  W. 
said  he  had  not  objected  to  striking  it  out,  in  defer- 
ence to  what  he  supposed  the  better  judgment  of 
several  gentlemen  from  Maine  and  Massachusetts, 
who  thought  it  better  that  this  movision  should  be 
the  subject  of  a  separate  bill.  With  respect  to  the 
apportionment  of  representation,  he  took  occasion 
to  say,  he  did  not  believe  Congress  was  under  any 
necessity  of  making  it  at  the  moment  after  the 
census  was  taken  ;  he  thought  it  might  be  made  at 
any  other  and  intermediate  time.  Whatever  ar- 
rangement might  be  made  so  as  to  reserve  their 
respective  portions  of  representation,  Mr.  W.  said 
he  was  imre  both  Massachusetts  and  Maine  would 
be  satisfied.  The  former  would  not  expect  to  hold 
her  whole  present  representation,  after  the  sever- 
ance of  Maine,  as  Virginia  did  after  the  State  of 
Kentucky  was  formed  from  territory  within  her 
limits. 

The  honorable  Speaker,  Mr.  W.  said,  had  given 
the  House  a  piece  of  history  which  he  had  nerer 
heard  before.  He  was  apprehensive  the  honorable 
Speaker  might  have  been  misinformed.  He  un- 
derstood him  to  hare  said  that  Vermont  and  Ken- 
tucky had  been  tacked  together,  and  the  admission 
of  one  had  been  made  necessary  to  that  of  the 
other ;  and,  further,  that  the  objection  to  the  ad- 
mission of  Kentucky  came  from  the  Eastern  and 
Northern  sections  of  the  Union.  This,  Mr.  W. 
said,  he  had  never  heard  before.  If  the  gentleman 
judged  from  the  fact  that  the  statute  book  showed 
them  both  to  hare  been  admitted  at  the  same  time, 
It  was  as  fair  to  infer  that  the  objection  came  from 
the  South  as  that  it  came  from  the  North.  But, 
be  the  fact  in  that  case  what  it  may,  said  Mr.  W., 
it  ought  to  make  no  difference  in  regard  to  the  ad- 
mission of  Maine.  Because  Congress  may  at 
any  former  period  have  done  wrong,  will  the 
honorable  Speaker  insist  upon  our  doing  so  too  ? 
The  Speaker,  he  said,  had  not  commended,  but 
rather  reprobated,  the  alleged  delay  of  the  admis- 
sion of  Kentucky  for  the  purpose  of  including 
Vermont;  and  if  he  reprobated  it  in  that  case,  it 
was  because  the  thing  was  incorrect  in  itself.  If 
so,  certainly  the  Speaker  would  not  persist  now 
in  contending  for  a  measure  which  was  then  wrong, 
but  would  give  it  up  as  incorrect  at  all  times. 

With  respect  to  ine  question  of  imposing  condi- 
tions on  the  admission  of  new  States.  Mr.  W. 
pointed  to  the  act  for  the  admission  of  Louisiana 
mto  the  Union.   Were  thae  no  conditions  there,  he 
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asked,  which  cooflicted  with  theabsolutesovereign- 
ty  of  an  independeDt  State  ?  There  were  conditions 
imposed  on   Louisiana  infinitely  more  numerous 
than  were  proposed  to  be  impo«?d  upon  Missouri. 
She  was  required  to  make  and  maintain  a  variety 
of  municipal  regulations,  which  no  other  State 
had  been  required  to.  do.     One  stipulation  was, 
that  the  trial  by  juiy  should  be  established  and 
maintained.     What  principle  could  be  nearer  and 
dearer  to  the  hearts  of  Americans  than  the  right 
of  establishing  a  judiciary,  or  regulating  it  as  they 
thought  proper  1    Yet,  Nlr.  W.  said,  he  had  heard 
no  one  object  to  these  restrictions.     In  relation  to 
the  States  admitted  in  the  Western  country,  pro- 
visions had  been  inserted  in  the  act  of  admission, 
requiring  that   the   lands  of  the  United    States 
ahould  not  be  taxed ;  and  not  only  so,  but  that 
lands  of  individuals,  the  lands  given  to  soldiers, 
should  not  be  taxed  for  a  certain  number  of  years. 
Mr.  W.  asked,  whether  the  power  of  laying  taxes 
was  not  one  of  the  most  sovereign  which  could 
be  exercised ;  and  if,  in  a  particular  like  this,  a 
condition   could  be  imposed  by  Congress,  could 
they  not  likewise  impwse  the  condition  which  had 
been  contemplated  in  respect  to  Missouri  ?   Mr.  W. 
concluded  by  declaring  the  main  ground  taken  by 
the  honorable  Speaker  to  be  wholly  untenable,  and 
that  the  only  senbus  objection  he  nad  raised  to  the 
progressof  tne  bill  could  be  obviated,  by  an  amend- 
ment, with  the  greatest  ease. 

Mr.  Holmes  again  rose.  The  honorable  Speak- 
er, in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  had  said,  that 
equality  is  equity.  So  it  is,  said  Mr.  H.  I  am  dis- 
posed to  proceed,  and  apply  that  principle  to  the 
present  case,  and  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  go  with 
me  and  do  likewise.  The  United  States  were 
thirteen  in  number  when  they  formed  the  present 
compact ;  and  among  its  provisions  was  one,  that 
new  States  may  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  to  be 
formed  out  of  the  original,  with  the  consent  of  the 
States  and  of  Confess.  And  how  had  equality 
proceeded  since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution? 
A  State  bad  been  formed  from  a  part  of  the  territory 
of  Virginia,  and  one  from  North  Carolina;  and 
Ohio,  Louisiana,  Indiana,  Mississippi,  Illinois,  and 
Alabama,  bad  been  successively  admitted  from 
the  territories.  No  division  of  anv  State  had  in 
the  mean  time  taken  place  in  the  North  or  East, 
nor  had  any  new  State  been  erected  there.  He 
trusted,  he  said,  that  he  should  not  be  accused  of 
ever  acting  contrary  to  the  principles  of  equality 
or  equity  :  he  had  no  wish  that  the  North  and  East 
should  have  privileges  not  enjoyed  by  the  South 
and  West — a  doctrine  against  which  he  had  pro- 
tested in  dangerous  times,  and  against  which  he 
now  protested.  We  are  now  told  that  our  appli- 
cation is  just,  and  we  have  certainly  not  been  im- 
portunate; yet,  unless  we  will  do  towards  another 
section  of  the  Union  what  we  ourselves  believe  to 
be  wrong,  you  will  not  do  what  in  your  consciences 
you  believe  to  be  right.  The  honorable  Speaker 
was  mistaken,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  believed,  with  re- 
spect to  the  union  of  Kentucky  with  Vermont,  in 
tneir  admission.  Vermont,  Mr.  H.  said,  was  a 
ite  State  during  the  war ;  raised  her  own 
and  paid  them,  and  had  a  claim  to  admis- 


!  sion  wholly  independent  of  any  other  State.  Two 
i  Representatives,  however,  were  given  to  each 
'  State ;  the  seme  repres(>ntation  being  given  to 
Kentucky,  who  was  already  represented,  as  to 
Vermont,  who  was  before  unrepresented.  Thia 
certainly  showed  no  particular  partiality  or  favor- 
itism to  the  East. 

As  regards  the  present  representation,  it  waa 
not  for  Congress  to  decide  wno  were  to  continue 
to  be,  and  who  to  cease  to  be,  members  of  the 
present  Congress ;  but  it  was  for  this  House,  which 
was  the  sole  judge  of  the  elections  and  privi- 
leges of  its  own  members.  Congress  had  no  more 
power  over  the  representation  of  any  Slate  in 
Congress  than  this  House  had  over  the  mem  bent 
of  the  Senate.  The  section  which  related  to 
the  representation,  therefore,  had  been  properly 
stricken  out  of  the  bill.  With  regard  to  the  ap- 
portionment to  be  made  of  the  furwpr  representa- 
tion of  Maine  in  this  House,  until  the  next  enn- 
meration  takes  place,  was  there  any  fear  that  it 
would  not  be  made  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Constitution  ?  On  this  subject,  there  was  a 
perfect  accord  between  Maine  and  Massachusetts: 
the  latter  had  consented  that  the  Representatives 
from  the  districts  contained  in  Maine  should  be 
considered  as  the  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
Maine,  and  that  her  representation  should  be  pro- 
portionally reduced. 

Mr.  H.  noped  that  the  subject  of  the  representa- 
tion of  Maine  in  Congress  would  not  be  connected 
in  the  bill  with  that  of  her  admission  into  the  Union ; 
neither,  he  hoped,  would  the  Maine  question  be  con- 
nected with  that  of  Missouri.  He  would  not  refuse 
'  justice  in  one  case  anless  injustice  was  done  in 
another.  Was  it  right  to  do  so  ?  Suppose  we  had 
said,  when  questions  respecting  the  admission  of 
1  new  States  have  been  proposed,  that  we  would 
not  admit  them  unless  they  would  agree  that, 
whenever  application  was  made  by  the  State  of 
Maine  for  the  purpose,  she  should  be  admitted. 
That  condition  would  have  been  wrong.  Let  each 
claim  stand  on  its  own  footing.  I  ask  of  gentlemen, 
said  Mr.  H.,  to  do  as  we  have  done,  and  as  I,  as 
an  individual,  shall  do  when  the  other  subject 
presents  itself  for  consideration.  Do  gentlemen 
calculate  on  more  liberality  on  the  Missouri  ques- 
tion, when  it  comes  up.  in  consequence  of  the 
opposition  now  made  to  this  bill  ?  If  they  do,  they 
are  mistaken :  gentlemen  in  this  House  ire  not 
to  be  driven  from  their  positions.  Mr.  H.  con- 
cluded by  saying  that  he  had  hoped  there  would 
be  a  fair  and  liberal  vote  for  the  admission  of  Maine 
without  condition  ;  he  yet  hoped  it,  though,  from 
what  had  taken  place,  there  was  some  reason  to 
fear  there  would  not. 

Mr.  Clay  said  that,  with  respect  to  uniting  the 
two  States  of  Maine  and  Mi.ssouri  in  one  act,  he 
had  not  intimated  any  intention  at  present  to  con- 
nect them.  But  in  reference  to  the  case  which 
he  bad  referred  to  as  a  precedent  for  such  a  con- 
nexion, the  gentlemen  from  Massachusetts  had 
professed  his  ignorance  of  it.  The  gentleman 
Mr.  C.  said,  might  never  have  heard  of  it,  and,  as 
he  had  so  said,  doubtless  never  had  heard  of  it ; 
but,  if  the  gentleman  was  not  informed  on  the 
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subject,  he  TMr.  C.)  hoped  he  would  allow  to  him 
the  benefit  ne  had  derived  from  having  partici- 
pated, in  some  degree,  in  the  transactions  of  that 
day.  I  can  assure  him,  said  Mr.  C,  that  the  pro- 
position came  from  the  North,  to  delay  the  admis- 
sion of  Kentucky  into  the  Union,  until  Vermont 
was  ready  to  come  in.  But  the  gentleman  per- 
ceived great  injustice  in  such  a  proceeding  at  the 
present  day ;  on  that  head,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  would 
recommend  to  his  recollection  the  old  anecdote  of 
the  parson  and  the  bull.  He  professed  that  he 
could  not  see  the  great  injustice  of  a  proposition, 
if  now  made,  to  connect  the  admission  of  the  two 
States  togetner.  A  State  in  the  quarter  of  the 
country  from  which  I  come,  said  Mr.  C,  asks  to 
be  admitted  into  the  Union.  What  say  the  gentle- 
nolen  who  ask  the  admi&iion  of  this  State  of  Maine 
into  the  Union  ?  Why,  they  will  not  admit  Mis- 
souri without  a  condition  which  strips  it  of  an 
essential  attribute  of  sovereignty.  What  then  do 
I  say  to  them  ?  That  justice  is  due  to  all  parts  of 
the  Union ;  your  State  shall  be  admitted  free  of 
condition ;  but,  if  you  refuse  to  admit  Missouri 
also  free  of  condition,  we  see  no  reason  why  you 
shall  take  to  yourselves  privileges  which  you  deny 
to  her — and,  until  you  grant  them  also  to  her.  we 
will  not  admit  you.  This  notion  of  an  equivalent, 
Mr.  C.  said,  was  not  a  new  one ;  it  was  one  upon 
which  CommoDwe^lths  and  Slates  had  acted  from 
time  immemorial.  But  he  did  not  mean  to  press 
this  oart  of  the  subject — he  would  put  it  aside,  and 
confine  himself  to  the  single  point,  whether  it  was 
proper  to  pass  this  bill,  without  incorporating  in  it 
some  provision  on  the  subject  of  the  representation 
of  Maine  ?  This  was  the  point  on  which  he  de- 
sired a  decision  before  the  oill  passed.  Were  he 
to  permit  himself  again  to  glance  at  the  case  of 
Missouri,  he  would  say,  there  was  a  wide  difference, 
in  one  respect,  between  that  case  and  the  case  of 
Maine ;  and  that  the  former  most  urgently  required 
the  attention  of  the  House.  The  one  was  in  the 
actual  enjoyment  of  the  advantages  of  self-govern- 
ment— was  already  in  the  Confederacy  as  a  com- 
ponent part  of  a  highly  respectable  Slate — was 
heard  and  represented  by  a  phalanx  of  seven  mem- 
bers on  this  floor.  Whilst  Missouri  was  subjected  to 
arbitrary  government,  for  he  held  that,  whenever 
a  people  are  subject  to  a  government  under  an 
authority  which  is  as  to  them  foreign,  they  being 
unrepresented,  that  government  is>  aroitrary,  what- 
ever be  the  character  of  its  measures — no  boon 
from  Heaven,  in  his  estimation,  being  more  ines- 
timable than  the  privilege  of  a  people  to  govern 
themselves — and  no  political  state  more  intoler- 
able than  that  of  having  laws,  and  those  most 
solemn  of  all  laws,  constitutions,  imposed  upon  a 

nfJe  without  their  consent.  Precedents  might 
ound  for  »uch  proceedings,  but,  happily  for  the 
New  World,  not  in  this  part  of  the  globe,  but  in 
the  other  hemisphere,  and  recently  loo,  at  tne  close 
of  one  of  the  most  memorable  struggles  in  which 
any  portion  of  the  human  race  had  ever  been  en- 
gaged. Missouri  was  unheard  on  this  floor  ;  she 
had  not  twenty  votes  to  spring  up  in  vindication 
of  her  rights  and  defence  of  her  interests ;  this  in- 
fant, distant  Territory,  without  a  vote  on  this  floor, 


was  in  no  condition  comparable  to  that  in  which 
Maine  now  stood.  But,  he  said,  he  would  not  press 
this  subject  further. 

There  were  difficulties,  it  was  admitted,  in  re- 
gard to  the  representation  of  Maine ;  and  it  was 
questionable,  at  least,  whether,  under  the  Consti- 
tution, Congress  coiild  subtract  from  the  number 
of  Representatives  Massachusetts  now  has,  any 
portion  of  them.  Could  any  State  by  her  consent 
grant  to  Congress  the  power  to  do  so  ?  If  in  rela- 
tion to  one  of  its  Representatives,  can  it  in  relation 
to  the  whole  of  them?  If  not,  in  relation  to  what 
part  ?  If  by  the  consent  of  the  State  this  may  be 
done,  how  is  that  consent  to  be  given — by  the 
Legislature  or  by  the  whole  people  ?  If  by  the 
whole  people,  have  the  people  oi  Massachujtetts 
been  consulted  on  the  subject  in  the  present  in- 
stance? The  Legislature,  it  was  true,  had  passed 
an  act  on  the  subject;  but  had  the  Legislature 
competent  authority  to  do  so  ?  Mr.  C.  did  not  say 
that  these  difficulties  were  insuperable ;  he  hoped 
they  could  be  gotten  over.  But  he  thought  the 
House  ought  not  to  be  hurried ;  that  they  should 
lake  time  to  consider  all  the  consequences  of  what 
they  were  about  to  do — the  more  as  there  was  no 
great  urgency  in  the  business.  He  thought,  he 
said,  that  Maine  ought  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Union ;  he  thought  the  same  of  Missouri ;  and  al- 
though he  might  be  forced  to  withhold  his  assent 
to  the  admission  of  Maine,  if  a  majority  of  this 
House  should  (which  he  trusted  they  would  not) 
impose  unconstitutional  restrictions  on  the  admis- 
sion of  Missouri,  he  should  do  it  with  great  re- 
luctance. But,  in  any  event,  this  question  respect- 
ing the  representation  of  Maine  ought  to  be  under- 
stood ;  it  ought  to  be  understood  which  of  the 
Representatives  of  Maine  were  hereafter  to  be 
Representatives  of  Massachusetts.  There  was 
notning  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
which  required  that  a  person  should  represent  the 
district  in  which  he  resides ;  and  the  gentleman 
from  Boston  was  as  much  the  Representative  of 
the  Maine  part  of  Massachusetts,  as  he  who  livnl 
in  that  district  of  country.  It  would  be  seen,  then, 
that  if  the  difficulties  surrounding  this  subject 
were  not  insuperable,  they  were  yet  of  some  mag- 
nitude. He  tnerefore  moved  that  the  Committee 
rise,  report  progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Holmes  said,  that  until  the  honorable 
Speaker  disclosed  the  whole  extent  of  his  objec- 
tions to  the  bill,  it  was  impossible,  either  by  argu- 
ment or  amendment,  to  obviate  them;  and  the 
Speaker  had  not  yet  disclosed  them.  Mr.  H.  said 
he  wished  to  know  if  the  objection  which  he  had 
urged,  on  the  score  of  the  representation,  was  the 
only  objection  which  he  had  to  the  passage  of  this 
bill.  He  wished  to  know,  if  that  objection  was 
gotten  over,  whether  the  Speaker  would  not  make 
the  admission  of  Missouri  a  condiiion  of  the  ad- 
mission of  Maine;  and  called  upon  him  to  know 
whether  he  should  persist  in  his  opposition  to  that 
bill,  unless  this  position  was  given  up.  For,  if 
that  was  the  object  of  the  gentleman,  there  was  no 
occasion  for  the  Committee's  rising.  The  extent 
of  my  plan  now  is,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  the  members 
hereafter  to  be  elected,  shall  be  according  to  the 
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popoUtioo  of  the  two  respectire  portions  of  the 
ptcfcent  State  of  Massachusetts.  Is  there  any  ob- 
jection to  this  ?  Does  the  Constitution  prescribe 
or  autbori2e  any  thing  else  /  This  is  what  the 
Congress  can  do;  but  they  cannot  go  urn-  step 
further.  The  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  represent- 
ation in  the  present  Congress,  if  any,  cannot  be 
settled  by  bill,  but  must  be  settled  by  this  House. 
And  do  gentlemen  mean  to  contend  that  a  legis- 
lative act  shall  be  postponed  to  settle  a  question  in 
r^(ard  to  members'  seats  which  may  hereafter 
arise?  This  would  be  a  course  which  would  for 
erer  postpone  the  admission  of  Maine.  Mr.  H 
could  not  believe,  he  said,  that  there  could  be  any 
serious  difficulty  on  this  subject,  dtc.  He  con- 
cluded by  saying,  he  wished  this  question  to  be 
answered:  whether  the  honorable  Speaker  meant 
to  make  it  a  sine  qua  non  to  the  admission  of 
Maine,  that  Missouri  should  previously  be  admitted 
without  condition  ? 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  had  always  the  greatest  dis- 
position in  the  world  to  oblige  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  and  had  no  obiect|t)n  to  be  interro- 
gated by  him  as  long  as  lie  pleap|d.  The  gentle- 
man had  asked  him  to  make  o^ections — against 
what?  The  gentleman  had  brought  forward  no 
proposition  to  which  to  state  objections ;  and  the 
objection  was,  that  there  was  no  such  propaMtion 
before  the  House.  The  bill,  as  reported,  did  con- 
tain a  provision  that  Massachusetts  should  have 
hereafter  thirteen,  and  Maine  seven  Representa- 
tives, but  which  of  the  present  twenty  were  to  be 
assigned  to  Maine,  and  which  to  Ma&sachusetis,  it 
did  not  provide.  Mr.  C.  said  it  did  not  belong  to 
him,  but  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  to 
prepare  an  amendment  on  that  subject.  After 
these  difficulties  were  gotten  over,  Mr.  C.  said  he 
could  satisfy  the  gentleman  on  the  other  point.  If 
he  had  not  already,  however,  been  sufficiently  ex- 
plicit, he  was  afraid  he  should  not  be  able  to  satisfy 
the  gentleman  on  that  head.  The  only  question 
BOW,  was  on  the  subject  of  the  representation, 
which  certainly  ought  to  be  adjusted  by  this  bill. 
Mr.  C.  said  he  found  the  gentleman  was  throwing 
out  his  net;  it  was  quite  evident  he  was  not  satis- 
fied himself  what  was  to  be  the  rule  on  this  head  ; 
and  his  colleague  had  acknowledged  that  it  was  a 
matter  of  some  difficulty,  but  thinks  that  an  amend- 
mei>^t  will  put  it  all  right.  Well,  Mr.  C.  said,  if 
that  was  the  matter,  let  the  amendment  be  pre- 
pared, and  let  the  Committee  rise  to  give  the  gen- 
tleman an  opportunity  of  preparing  it. 

Mr.  Storrs,  of  PJew  York,  said,  besides  the 
difficulty  alreadv  stated,  there  was  another  point 
on  which  he  wisned  some  information;  at  the  same 
time  that  he  thought  it  proper  to  declare  that  he 
was  in  favor  of  the  admission  of  Maine  into  the 
Union,  without  reference  to  Missouri.  The  Con- 
stitution declared  that  no  State  shall  enter  into 
any  compact  without  the  assent  of  Congress. 
There  had  been  certain  articles  of  stipulations 
agreed  upon  between  Massachusetts  and  the  peo- 
ple of  Maine,  among  which  was  one,  for  example, 
•ecuring  to  Maine  her  proportion  of  all  moneys 
which  should  be  received  from  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  under  the  claims  of  the  ccm- 


monwealth,  for  militia  aerviees,  during  the  late 
war,  Ac.  Ought  not  the  consent  of  Congress  be 
given  to  these  stipulations? 

Mr.  Holmes  said  that  the  clause  of  the  Consti- 
tution which  had  been  alluded  to,  obviously  re- 
ferred to  compacts  or  treaties  with  fon^ign  Powern, 
and  not  to  agreements  between  States.  But,  if 
otherwise,  the  consent  of  Congress  could  be  given 
after,  as  well  as  before,  the  making  of  the  compact. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  said  he  rejoiced  that 
the  question  on  this  bill  was  now  narrowed  down 
to  one  point — a  difficulty  in  respect  to  the  repre- 
senution.  Would  it  not,  he  asked,  be  in  the 
power  of  the  two  States  to  settle  this  question  be- 
tween themselves,  without  agitating  it  on  this 
floor  ?  Can  we,  said  he,  deprive  Massachusetts  of 
any  part  of  her  representation  ?  She  has  twenty 
representatives  on  this  floor,  and  will  continue  to 
have  them.  Is  the  objection  to  her  keeping  them, 
to  come  from  Kentucky  ?  .\o;  it  is  to  come  from 
Maine.  If  she  has  no  objection,  are  we  to  object  1 
Certainly  not.  Was  there,  Mr.  F.  asked,  any 
difficulty  in  regard  to  the  right  of  a  representative, 
after  his  election,  to  remove  out  of  the  State  which 
he  represents,  into  another?  He  presumed  not; 
for  such  cases  had  occurred,  and  no  exception  had 
been  taken  to  the  right  in  those  persons  to  retain 
their  seats.  If  Maine  be  willing,  and  Massachu- 
setts be  satisfied,  said  Mr.  H.,  ought  not  we  to  be? 
He  could  see  no  necessity  for  stumbling  here  for 
hours  over  this  objection.  He  was  happy,  he  re- 
marked, that  the  question  was  now  stripped  of 
every  exterior  consideration,  and  the  House  had 
to  decide  only  on  the  plain  question,  whether  Maine 
should  be  admitted  or  not. 

.Mr.  Storrs  said  he  had  merely  thrown  out  the 
suggestion  respecting  the  Constitutional  provision 
regarding  compacts,  for  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts to  consider  it.  Mr.  S.  added,  he  was 
the  more  induced  to  do  it,  from  the  earnest  desire 
that  Maine  should  not  lose  the  benefit  of  her  .«hare 
of  the  moneys  to  be  received  from  the  United 
States  under  the  Mas»iachusetts'  claims! 

-Mr.  Holmes  rejoined  by  a  sportive  remark,  not 
distinctly  heard. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  was  glad  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  had  furnished  the  House  with  some 
light,  to  show  where  tliey  were.  But  there  was 
before  the  House  no  proposition  on  the  subject  of 
representation :  it  was  that  which  he  wished  to  see 
— and,  if  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  would 
prepare  one,  the  Committee  would  probably  be 
obliged  to  him  for  giving  them  something  definite 
to  act  on. 

.Mr.  Foot  said  he  was  prepared  to  act  on  the 
subject  before  the  House,  no  proposition  being 
necessary  on  a  matter  which  it  would  be  properly 
left  to  Massachusetts  and  Maine  to  determine. 
This  solution  of  the  difficulty  would  happily  re- 
lieve the  subject  from  the  perplexity  under  which 
the  honorable  Speaker  seemeil  so  much  to  labor 
during  his  addresses  to  the  House. 

Some  other  good-natured  remarks  preceded  the 
rising  of  the  Committee,  which  took  place  at  the 
usual  hour. 

And  then,  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 
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Fbidat,  December  31. 
;'Mr.  Keht,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 

of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  incorpwrate  the  in-  I 
habitants  of  the  City  of  Washington,  and  to  repeal  i 
all  other  acts  heretofore  passed  for  that  purpeae ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Tut-sday  next.  ; 

Mr.  MoBTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Revisal  | 
and  Unfinished  Business,  made  a  report,  in  part ;  | 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  \ 

Mr.  Williams  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  | 
Fielding  Jones,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  ] 
of  the  said  Jones;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com-  ] 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  pw- 
sons  holding  confirmed  unlocated  claims  for  lands  ; 
in  the  State  of  Illinois;  which  was  read  the  first 
and  second  time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  , 
of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  .Mr.  Cannon,  the  Committee  on  ' 
Militia  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi-  j 
ency  of  furnishing  the  militia  with  clothing  when 
they  are  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  i 
or  the  amount  in  money  in  lieu  thereof,  in  all  cases 
wherein  they  furnish  themselves. 

On  motion  of  .Mr.  Whitman,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  w^as  directed  to  lay  before  this  House, 
copies  of  such  communications  as  he  may  have 
received  since  1816,  and  such  information  as  he 
may  possess,  in  relation  to  the  illicit  introduction 
of  slaves  into  the  United  Slates  ;  with  a  statement 
of  the  measures  adopted  to  prevent  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  was  directed  to  lay  before  this  House 
copies  ol  such  communications  as  he  may  have 
received  since  1816,  and  such  information  as  he 
may  possess,  in  relation  to  the  illicit  introduction 
of  slaves  into  the  United  States ;  with  a  statement 
of  the  meas-ures  adopted  to  prevent  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  this  House  on  the 
28th  instant,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  15th  instant, 
relative  to  the  communication  between  the  river 
Illinois  and  Lake  Michigan,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 


An 


engrossed 


bill,  entitled   "An  act  allowinj 


Sarah  Allen  the  bounty  land  and  pay  which  would 
have  been  due  to  her  son,  Samuel  Drew,  had  he 
lived,  for  his  services  as  a  private  in  the  war ;"'  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  two  letters 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  one  trans- 
mitting a  statement  of  duties  accruing,  and  draw- 
back payable  on  merchandise  exported  from  the 
United  States,  during  the  years  1816,  1817,  and 
1818  ;  the  other  transmitting  the  annual  statement 
of  the  district  tonnage  of  the  United  States  on  the 
31st  December,  1818  ;  which  letters  and  statements 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

«3,.  CLAI.M8  FOR  SLAVES,  &c. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Basil  Shaw,  reported  : 


Th«t  the  petitioner  state*  that,  at  the  cull  of  hk 
country,  he  joined  General  Carroll's  division,  and  re- 
ceived the  appointment  of  adjutant  ^neral ;  that,  in- 
stead of  taking;  a  soldier  from  the  lines  to  wait  on  him, 
as  by  Itw  he  was  authorized  to  do,  he  employed  a  ne- 
gro servant,  and  contracted  to  pay  for  him  uuleaa  re- 
tamed  ;  that  in  the  battle  at  New  Orleans,  on  the  8tk 
day  of  January,  1815,  the  said  servant  was  killed  with 
a  cannon  ball  in  the  General's  camp ;  and,  conaeqncnt- 
ly,  that  the  petitioner  bad  to  pay  Mr.  Walton,  the 
owner  of  the  slave,  $500. 

The  following  certificate  accompanies  the  petition: 

jN'oTSHaxB  31,  1815. 

I  certify  that  Major  Basil  8haw  had  a  negro  man 
killed  on  the  morning  of  the  8lh  of  January  last,  at 
the  battle  below  New  Orleans,  by  a  cannon  bail  from 
the  enemy's  work*. 

Major  8haw  acted  as  mj  assisUnt  adjutant  general 
daring  the  campaign- 

WILLIAM  CARROLL. 
-  Major  General  Tennestee  miliiia. 

.\nd  also  the  certificate  of  George  Poindexter,  stat- 
ing that  he  was  present  in  the  same  room  with  Gen- 
eral Carroll  when  the  cannon  ball  passed  through  and 
killed  Major  Shaw's  negro  boy,  and  that  he  is  confi- 
dent  the  loss  was  attribuuble  to  the  casualties  of  war, 
and  not  to  any  negligence  on  the  part  of  Major  Shaw. 

The  law  authorized  Major  Shaw  to  receive  the  pay 
and  rations  of  a  private  soldier  for  the  negro  aervaat ; 
but  no  law  has  heretofore  provided  for  the  payment  of 
the  value  of  a  slave  so  lost. 

The  committee  conceive  that  to  make  suck  a  pro- 
vision at  this  time  is  inadmissible,  and  therefore  re- 
commend the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  not 
granted. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Thomas  Hightower,  of  South  Carolina, 

repc>rted : 

That  the  petitioner  sutesthat,  in  the  Fall  of  1817, 
•  wagon,  loaded  with  ordnance,  belonging  to  a  de- 
tachment of  artillery  in  the  service  of  the  United  Sutes, 
passing  from  Charleston  to  Augusta,  suUed  near  hie 
reaidence ;  ani  that,  application  having  been  made  to 
him  for  assistance,  he  sent  his  negro  man,  (a  slave,) 
who,  while  engaged  in  assisting  the  wagoner,  received 
an  injary  which  has  totally  disqualified  htm  for  the 
usual  labors  about  the  plantation,  and  rendered  him  of 
but  little  or  no  value.  Upon  this  statement  of  facts, 
the  truth  of  which  is  certified  by  sundry  persons,  (ona 
of  whom  is  a  proflrasional  man,  who  describes  the  iii« 
I  jury,)  the  petitioner  claims  remuneration  from  the 
I  Government. 

j  Although  the  committee  arc  of  opinion  that,  in  af- 
;  fording  the  asaistanre  mentioned,  the  petitioner  gave 
\  proof  of  a  goodness  of  disposition  honorable  to  him- 
self,  yet  it  is  not  perceived  that  he  can  have  a  cUia 
upon  the  Government  for  remuneration.  The  com- 
mittec,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  claim  of  the 
petitioner  be  rejected. 

The  reports  were  concurred  in  by  the  Homse. 

STATE  OF  MAINE.  » 

The  House  theu  jwroceeded  to  the  order  of  the 
day.  and  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Mark  Lanodon  Hill  iii  the 
chair,)  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  admission  of 
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the  District  of  Maiue  into  the  Union  as  an  inde- 
pendent State. 
And,  no  further  debate  arising — 
The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  and 
amendments  to  the  House. 

After  much  debate  on  the  questions  arising  out  of  i 
the  representation  of  Massachusetts  and  of  Maine  ! 
in  Congress,  and  the  best  mode  of  arranging  it,  if  j 
Congrew  interposes  at  all  respecting  it,  the  amend- 
ment made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  strike 
out  of  the  bill  so  much  as  relates  to  this  subject, 
was  agreed  to. 

Various  other  amendments  were  proposed  to  the 
bill ;  among  which  were  the  following : 

Mr.  Storks  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding 
a  new  section,  in  the  following  words  : 

*•  And  be  U  further  enaeled,  That,  until  a  new  enu- 
meration shall  be  made  of  the  inhabitanUof  said  Com- 
monwealth ©f  MassachusetU  and  said  State  of  Maine, 
and  a  new  apportionment  of  Representatives  in  the 
CoDfress  of  the  United  8iates,  to  be  elected  in  said 
Massachusctu  and  Maine,  the  said  Commonwealth 
of  Maaaachuscttx  shall  be  entitled  to  and  may  be  rep- 
tented  in  Congress  by  thirteen  Representatives ;  and 
the  said  State  of  Maine  shall  be  entiUed  to,  and  may 
be  represented  in  Congress  by  seven  RepresenUtives." 

Mr.  Whitman  moved  to  amend  the  proposed 
amendment  by  addmg,  after  the  enacting  clause, 
these  words:  ''  from  and  after  the  15th  of  March 
next,  and." 

This  motion  was  negatived,  as  also  was  the 
main  motion  of  Mr.  Storks. 

Mr.  Whitman  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
preamble  of  the  said  bill,  which  is  in  the  following 
words,  viz : 

•'  Whereas,  by  an  act  of  the  State  of  MassachuseUs, 
pMsed  on  the  19th  day  of  June,  1819,  entitled  'An 
act  relating  to  the  separation  of  the  District  of  Maine 
from  MassachasetU  proper,  and  forming  the  same  into 
a  separate  and  independent  Stale  ;'  the  people  of  that 
partof  Massachusctu  heretofore  known  as  the  District 
of  Maine,  did,  with  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of 
swd  State  of  MassachusetU,  form  themselves  into  a 
separate  and  independent  State,  and  did  establish  a 
constitution  for  the  government  of  the  same,  agreeably 
to  the  provisions  of  the  said  act ;  therefore." 

And,  in  lieu  of  the  said  preamble,  to  insert  one 
in  tne  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Whereas  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
MassachusetU,  by  an  act,  enUtled  "An  act  relaUng  to 
the  separation  of  the  District  of  Maine  from  Massachu- 
setU proper,  and  forming  the  same  into  a  separate  and 
independent  State,"  passed  on  the  19th  day  of  June 
last,  declared  the  consent  of  said  Commonwealth,  that 
the  District  of  Maine  (being  that  part  of  said  Com- 
monwealth  lying  ea«t  of  the  St«  te  of  New  Haaipsbire) 
might  be  formed  and  erected  into  a  separate  and  inde- 
pendent State,  upon  certain  terms  and  conditions  in 
the  said  act  parUcularly  specified :  And,  provided, 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  should  give  lU  con- 
sent thereto,  before  the  fourth  day  of  March  neit: 

"  And  whereas  it  appears  that  the  terms  and  condi- 
tions proposed  by  said  Legislature,  on  the  part  of  said 
Oommonweallh,  to  the  people  of  said  District  of  Maine 
h*ve   been   by  them  agreed  to  and  accepted,  and  on 
ineir  part  complied  with : 

"  And  whereas  a  convention  of  delegates,  duly  chosen 


by  the  people  of  said  District,  have  formed  a  constitu- 
tion and  frame  of  government,  which  is  republican, 
and  conformable  to  the  principles  and  provisions  of 
the  act  aforesaid  ;  and  have  petitioned  Congress  that 
lU  consent  may  l>e  given  that  the  said  District,  by  the 
style  and  title  of  the  State  of  Maine,  may  b«  admitted 
into  the  Union  as  a  separate  and  independent  State, 
and  on  the  footing  of  an  original  State  ;  therefore." 

And  on  the  question,  "  Shall  the  preamble  be 
chan'ged  as  aforesaid?"  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved  to 
strike  out  the  preamble  prefixed  to  the  said  bill, 
wliich  was  rejected  ;  and  the  bill  was  then  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  on  Monday 
next.  ' 


Monday,  January  3,  I82i). 

Mr.  Darbour  presented  a  remons^trance  of  the 
Virginia  Agricultural  Society  of  Fredericksburg, 
against  the  attempts  nowmaking.by  the  manufac- 
turing interest  of  the  country,  and  their  friends,  for 
an  increase  of  the  duties  upon  foreign  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  upon  their  importation  into  the 
United  States. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce- 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  petition  of 
sundry  merchants,  and  other  inhabitants  of  Balti- 
more, praying  that  the  duties  on  all  foreign  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United 
States,  may  be  made  pjiyable  in  cash.— Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Scott  presented  a  petition  and  remonstrance 
of  the  Baj)tist  Association  of  Mount  Zion,  Howard 
county,  Territory  of  Missouri,  protesting  against 
the  interference  of  Congress  tu  the  provisions  of 
the  constitution  contemplated  for  said  Territory 
upon  its  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  State;  as 
also  against  any  restrictions  on  the  rights  of  prop- 
erty— Referred. 

Mr.  Williams*,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Eli  Hart,"  made  a  detailed  report  on  the 
merits  of  the  claim  of  the  said  Hart,  and  recom- 
mending that  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed ; 
which  report  and  bill  were  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee ofthe  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Smyth,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  made  a  report,  in  obedience  to  the  res- 
olution instructing  them  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
penditures which  have  been,  and  are  likely  to 
be,  incurred  in  fitting  out  and  prosecuting  the  ex- 
pedition ordered  to  the  mouth  ofthe  Yellow  Stone, 
on  the  Missouri  river,  and  concerning  the  objects 
intended  to  be  accomplished  by  that  expedition ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Smyth,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
^rted  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Stanton 
Sholes ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committetl  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Smyth  also  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  sundry  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians, 
and  privates,  who  reside  in  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  whose  term  of  service  expired  at  the  close 
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of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain;  which  was 
read,  and  the  resolution  therein  contained  was  con- 
curred in  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  Spsaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  enclosing  an  abstract,  show- 
ing the  aggregate  amount  of  the  Military  Peace 
Elstablishment,  actually  in  service  for  each  year 
since  1815,  prepared  in  obedience  to  an  order  of 
the  28th  ultimo ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  a 
statement  of  balances  unexpended  on  the  27th  day 
of  December,  1819.  remaining  in  the  Treasurer's 
hands  as  agent  of  the  Navy  Department,  designat- 
ing the  var)ou9  heads  of  appropriation,  and  the  un- 
expended balance  under  each  of  them,  rendered  in 
obedience  to  a  resolution  of  this  House  of  27th 
ultimo;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  ad- 
mission OT  the  State  of  Maine  into  the  Union,  and 
to  extend  the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  said 
State;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  on  the  case  of  Samuel  Hughes.  The 
Committee  rose,  and  reported  their  agreement  to 
the  resolution  submitted  by  the  Committee  of 
Claims ;  which  was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  as 
follows  : 

Keaolvtd,  That  the  claim  of  Samuel  Hughes,  of  the 
State  of  Maryland,  ought  not  to  be  allowed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office  to  remit  the  in- 
stalmentsdue  on  certain  lots  in  Shawneetown,  in  the 
State  of  Illinois.  The  bill  was  reported  without 
amendment;  and  the  question  was  taken,  "Shall 
the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time?" 
and  determined  in  the  negative.  And  so  the  bill 
was  rejected. 


TcESOAY,  January  4. 

Mr.  FoLOEB  presented  sundry  depositions,  and 
other  documents,  tending  to  prove  that  Daniel 
Pettibone  is  not  the  inventor  ot  the  art  of  welding 
cast  steel  to  iron. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Overstreet,  the  Secretary 
ofthe  Treasury  was  directed  to  inform  this  House 
what  deduction,  in  his  opinion,  it  will  make  in  the 
rerenue,  if  the  importation  of  cotton  and  woollen 
manufactures  and  iron  be  prohibited  ;  and  in  what 
manner  the  deficit  in  the  revenue  may  be  supplied, 
should  prohibition  be  made. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs,  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates,  communicated  to 
the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  5th  day  of 
February,  1819,  relating  to  applications  received 
from  the  British  Minister,  in  behalf  of  certain  Brit- 
ish subiects  who  had  suffered  in  their  property  by 
proceedings  to  which  the  United  Slates,  by  their 
military  and  judicial  officers,  were  parties,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,  the  Committee  on  ' 
the  Militia  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex-     ' 
pediency  of  improving  the  organization  and  disci- 
pline of  the  Militia  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davidson,  the  Committe<!of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  allowing  Archibald  Frew,  Esq., 
collector  of  tne  direct  tax  and  internal  duties  in 
the  eleventh  collection  district  in  N(#th  Carolina, 
the  usual  commissions  on  nineteen  or  twenty  thnti- 
sand  dollars,  collected  of  him  by  warrant  issued  by 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States.  ^ 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Hughes  pas.sed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Philip  Barbour,  and  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
Anthony  Burk,  also  passed  through  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Colonel   Daniel  Appling,  also   passed  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole ;  whicn  bills  were  ser-     1 
erally  ordered  to  be  engrossed.  i 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  unfavorable  reports 
on  the  petitions  of  John  Chalmers,  of  Washington 
City,  and  of  John  Cowen,  of  Tennessee ;  which 
were  severally  read — the  first  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  the  second  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Strong,  of  New  York, 

1.  Retolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  fur- 
nishing the  Army,  the  Navy,  and  the  Indian  Deport- 
ment, with  articles  of  cfothing,  and  other  merchandise 
of  domestic  manufacture,  exrept  such  articles  only  as 
cannot,  with  economy  and  in  sufficient  quantity,  b« 
manufactured  in  the  United  Sutes. 

2.  Retohed,  Thkt  a  committee  be  appointed  to  ia- 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  the 
further  encouragement  of  native  American  cititens 
engaged  in  the  whale  fisheries. 

Messrs.  Strong, Baldwin,  Alexander  Smyth, 
of  Virginia,  Ross,  and  Brown,  were  appointed  a 
committee  pursuant  to  the  first  resolution. 

Messrs.  Strong,  Folger,  Mason,  Wendoveh, 
and  Edwards,  of  Connecticut,  were  appointed  a 
committee  pursuant  to  the  second  resolution.  a 

PRIVATEERING. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  had  been  referred  two  memo- 
rials from  certain  citizens  of  Ohio,  praying  the 
suppression  of  privateering,  as  a  means  of  national 
warfare,  submitted  the  followinf  report : 

The  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom 
have  been  referred  two  memorials  from  citizens  ofthe 
Sute  of  Ohio,  relating  to  the  practice  of  privateenag, 
beg  leave  respectfully  to  report : 

That  the  language  of  the  memorialisU  is  such  as  to 
leave  the  extent  in  which  they  deem  it  reasonable  to 
expect  a  mitigation  in  the  laws  of  maritime  warfiare, 
in  aome  doubt.  They  are  considered  by  the  commit- 
tee as  recommending  such  a  chango  in  theB«  laws  •■ 
shall  exempt  the  property  of  individuals  from  captort, 
either  by  public  or  private  ships  of  war,  at  least  when 
it  does  not  consist  of  contraband  articles,  and  is  not 
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d«ctine<]  to"  a  blorkaJed  port.  The  gen«rmJ  benevo- 
knce  whkh  it  expreMoJ,  as  well  as  the  opinion  of 
Dr.  Franklin  which  ia  referred  to  by  the  mcmorialisu, 
seem  to  prove  that  it  is  their  wish  that  the  property 
which  sabserves  no  purpose  of  war  should  be  as  safe 
apon  the  aea  as  upon  the  land — not  that  it  should  b« 
secured  from  private  cruiseri^,  and  be  left  exposed  to 

fublic  ships,  which,  in  ihe  service  of  some  European 
owers,  are  much  more  numerous  than  the  others, 
and  whose  pursuit  of  plunder  is  often  quite  as  active 
and  unsparing.  It  cannot  indeed  be  presumed  that 
the  memorialists  should  wish  a  change  in  maritime 
law  which  would  produce  very  little  diminution  in  the 
dangers  of  our  commerce  in  a  conflict  with  any  con- 
siderable naval  Power,  while  it  would  wrest  from  our 
hands  what  we  have  hitherto  considered  as  one  of  our 
principal  means  of  annoyance.  It  is  the  security  of 
fair  and  harmless  commerce  from  all  attack,  which  the 
meraorialisU  mo9t  desire.  It  is  the  introduction  of  a 
system  which  shall  confine  the  immediate  injuries  of 
war  to  those  whose  sex,  and  age,  and  occupation,  do 
not  unfit  them  fur  the  struggle.  If  these  are  the 
wishes  of  the  memorialii>tf,  the  committee  express 
their  concurrence  in  them,  without  hesitation. 

Tho  committee  think  that  it  will   be  right  in  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  to  renew  iu  attempt  ' 
to  obtain  the  mitigation  of  a   barbarous  code,  when-  ' 
ever  there  shall   seem    a   probability  of  iu  success,  i 
They  do  not  doubt  that  it  will  do  so.     lu  first  efforts 
at  negotiation  were  characterized  by   an   anxiety  to 
limit  the  evils  of  war  ;  and  if  it  seem  to  have  desisted 
from  the  prosecution  of  this  design,  the  committee  be- 
lieve that  this  circumstance  must  be  attributed,  not  to 
a  change  in  the  policy  of  the  United  Sutes,  but  to 
Ihe  perseverance  in  their  former  policy   of  other  na- 
tions. 

The  committee  are  not  unaware  that  the  "  United 
Sutes  are  better  situated  than  any  other  nation  to 
profit  by  privateering ;"  but  they  are  far  from  oppus- 
ing  this  calculation  to  a  regulation  which,  if  the  i'ow- 
ers  of  the  world  would  adopt  it,  they  too  should  con- 
sider as  "  a  hsppy  improvement  in  the  laws  of  na- 
tions." 

It  is  an  improTemenl,  however,  which  cannot  be 
nuule  without  the  consent  ol  olljer  States.  The  com- 
mittee will  not  flatter  the  memorialists  by  expressing 
the  opinion  that  such  consent  will  probably  be  given  ; 
but,  as  it  can  be  obtained  only,  if  at  all,  through  the' 
Executive  Government,  to  whose  discretion  the  con-  ' 
duct  of  negotiations  has  been  properly  confided  by  the 
Constitution,  they  recommend  to  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  : 

H-uolvcd,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  'nemorials  relating  to  the  practice  of  privateering, 
and  that  they  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  Sute. 

The  report  was  read,  and  the  resolution  agreed 
to.  I 

REVOLUTION.\RY  PENSIONS.  ' 

Mr.  Blocmfield,  from  the  Committee  on  Rev- , 
olutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  tlie  reso-  | 
lutioQ  of  Dec«nber  last,  respecting  the  execution  | 
of  the  act  of  the  18th  March,  1818,  to  provide  for  1 
certain  penions  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  ser-  ! 
vice  of  the  United  States  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  ! 
reported  the  t'oUowiog  resolution  :  \ 

Huolved,  That  it  is  not  expedient,  neither  will  it  I 
e««port  with  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  American  ( 
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I  nation,  to  repeal  the  law  of  the  18th  of  March,  1818, 
which  "  provides  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the 
land  and  naval  service  of  the  United  SUtea  in  the 
Revolutionary  war." 

I  Ce^TSBcss  Hitt,  Deetmber  17,  1819. 

8i»:  I  am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions  to  ssk  information  relative  to  the 
"manner  in  which  the  act  of  the  18th  March.  1818, 
has  been  executed;  ascertaining,  as  far  aa  may  be 
practicable,  the  class  or  classes  of  case*  which  it  haa 
been  construed  to  embrace,  and  such  as  have  been  ex- 
cluded from  iu  provisions ;  whether  the  objecU  cen- 
templated  by  iU  passage  have  been,  or  probably  will 
be,  eSected  by  the  operations  of  the  law  ;  and,  if  not, 
whether  it  be  susceptible  of  such  amcndmeuU  as  will 
insure  the  accomplishment  ot  those  objecU;"  also,  a 
"  statement  of  tbe  number  of  certificates  of  pension 
which  have  been  issued  under  the  said  law  ;  the  num- 
ber of  cases  suspended  ;  the  number  rejected  ;  and  the 
number  of  applications  received,  that  have  not  been 
acted  upon."     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac. 

JOS.  BLOOM  FIELD,  CAairman. 
Hon.  J.  C.  CAtaecN, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Wa«  Dipaktmekt,  December  22,  1619. 
Sia  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  17th  insUnt,  in- 
quiring "  into  the  manner  in  which  the  act  of  the  18th 
March,  1818,  has  been  executed;  ascertaining,  as  far 
as  may  be  practicable,  the  class  or  claases  of  cases 
which  it  has  been  construed  to  embrace,  and  such  aa 
have  been  excluded  from  iU  provisiona,"  I  have  tbe 
honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  tbe  regulations  which 
have  been  adopted  by  the  Department  to  carry  it  into 
effect. 

The  act  has  invariably  received  a  strict  construction, 
and  none  have  been  intended  to  be  admitted  but  those 
who,  under  such  construction,  were  believed  to  have 
"  served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  until  the  end 
thereof,  or  for  the  term  of  nine  months  or  longer,  at 
any  period  of  the  war,  on  the  Continental  Establish- 
ment,'' and  who  were  in  such  •  reduced  arcurastane«4 
in  life"  as  to  be  "  in  need  of  assistance  from"  their 
"country  for  support;"  to  all  of  which  facU,  the  oaUi 
of  the  party  and  the  certificate  of  tbe  judge  have  been 
required.  Under  which  construction  the  ibUowing 
classes  of  applicants  have  been  excluded  : 

Those  who  are  not  in  such  reduced  arcumstancea 
in  life  as  to  need  assistance  from  their  country  for 
support. 

Those  belonging  to  tbe  general  civil  stafl;  the  medi- 
cal excepted.  Under  this  head  are  included  quarter- 
masters not  holding  comraiasioos  in  the  line,  but  act- 
ing under  warranU  from  the  head  of  that  branch  of 
the  alaff;  wagon-masters  and  wagoners ;  forage  and 
barrack-masters;  artificers,  such  as  carpenters,  Ac; 
batteau-men,  employed  in  tbe  quartermasUr'a  depart- 
ment, in  tlie  transportJtticn  of  troops  or  miliUry  stores. 

Those  who  belonged  to  State  troops,  i.  e.  miliUrj 
forces  of  every  dcbcription,  acting  under  the  authority 
of,  or  commissioned  by,  the  Executive  of  a  State,  and 
not  by  Congress,  and  those  who  belonged  to  corps  for 
local  defence,  except  such  as  were  recognised  bv  the 
oW  Congress  as  being  on  the  Continental  Establish- 
ment. 

Those  who  served  in  privateers,  transporU,  vcseels 
bearing  despatches  to   foreign  countries,  as  wdl  aa 
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peraona  who  aerved  in  civil  eapttcities  on  beerd  of  na- 
tiesal  Teaaek  of  war,  svefa  aa  captains'  clerks,  dec,  are 
also  excluded. 

Finally,  those  who,  though  they  served  nine  months, 
did  not  so  serve  under  one  enlistment. 

To  sDswer  that  part  of  your  inquiry,  "  whether  the 
objeeU  contemplated  by  iU  passage  have  been,  or  prob- 
ably win  be,  effected  by  the  operations  of  the  law ;  and, 
if  not,  whether  it  be  susceptible  of  such  amendmenU 
as  will  insure  the  accomplishment  of  those  objecU,"  it 
will  be  proper  to  consider  those  who  are  intended  to 
be  benefited  by  the  act  in  two  diffisrent  characters: 
first,  whether  they  were  of  the  description  of  persons, 
and  performed  such  miliUry  or  naval  service,  as  is  con- 
Umptated  by  the  act;  and, secondly, whether  they  are 
in  the  condition  in  life,  as  to  property,  which  Congreaa 
intended.  It  is  believed  that,  under  tbe  first  descrip- 
tion, the  object  of  the  act  has  been  effected,  and  that 
very  few  frauds  have  been  attempted  ;  and  of  thoee  it 
is  believed  that  none,  or  very  few,  have  proved  ulti- 
mately successful.  Great  pains  have  been  taken  to 
collect  all  the  documenU  which  would  supply  the  place 
of  those  which  were  destroyed  when  the  War  Office 
was  burnt ;  and,  with  this  view,  a  correspondence  was 
opened  with  the  Executives  of  tbe  original  Sutes,  to 
obtain  copies  of  those  which  were  preserved  in  tbe 
archives  of  their  respective  States.  Where  the  defect 
of  those  in  the  Department  has  not  been  supplied, 
greater  caution  has  been  observed  as  to  the  proof  of 
service.  It  will  be  proper  here  to  observe  ihst,  at  first, 
occasional  errors  were  committed  in  determining  the 
character  of  certain  regimenU  or  corps ;  and  some  were 
considered  continental,  which,  on  full  inquiry,  proved 
not  to  be  so.  Where  such  errors  have  been  commit- 
ted, they  have  been  corrected,  and  those  improperly 
admitted  have  been  dropped  front  the  list  of  pension- 
It  u  believed  that  the  act  has  been  less  success- 


ers. 


fully  executed  in  regard  to  the  condition  in  life,  ss  to 
property,  of  those  who   have  obtained  pensions.     A 
very  great  number  of  communications  have  been  re- 
ceived by  the  Department,  from  respecUble  sources, 
which  represented  many  of  the  pensioners  to  be  in 
more  sffluent  circumstances  than  that  which  the  act 
contemplated.     A   memorandum  was   directed   to  be 
made  of  all  such  cases,  in  order  that  such  as  seemed 
to  require  it  might  be  inquired  into.     In  some  cases, 
where  there  appeared  to  be  satisfactory  proof  of  fraud 
or  mistake,  the  pensioners  have  been  dropped  from  the 
roll.     Tbe  impositions  or  mistakes,  if  they  exist,  as  it 
appears  probable   they  do  to   a  considerable   extent, 
have  taken  place,  notwithsUnding  the  continaed  vigi- 
lance of  the  ^Department.     Impositions  as  to  the  dr- 
cumstanees  of  the  applicant  were  early  apprehended, 
and,  to  guard  against  them,  the  oath  of  the  applicant 
and  tbe  certificate  of  the  judge  as  to  his   reduced 
circumstances,  though  not  expressly  required  by  the 
act,  were  required  by  the  regulations  of  the  DeparmenL 
But  it  is  obvious,  where  the  judge  has  been  careless, 
or  has  been  imposed  on  by  the  applicant  as  to  his  pro- 
perty, the  Department  can  rarely  have  any  means  in 
its  power  to  prevent  the  consequence,  but  from  the 
informal  information  or  impression  of  such  persons  as 
msy  feel  an  interest  in  the  correct  execution  of  the 
act.     Even  facU  thus  communicated  have  usually  been 
received  aAer  the  pension  hss  been  granted.     There 
is  another  difficulty  connected  with  the  execution  of 
this  part  of  the  act  of  still  greater  magnitude — I  refer 
to  the   various  constructions  which   diflerent  judges 
give  to  the  words  "  in  such  reduced  circumstances  in 


Ufa  as  to  need  the  assistance  of  their  country  for  Mip- 
port."  It  is  believed  the  difference  in  the  construction 
has  been  very  great ;  nor  has  it  been  possible  for  tbe 
Department  to  give  specific  instructions  to  them  as  to 
their  construction,  as  the  necessity  of  the  appKcavt 
does  not  depend  simply  on  tbe  saaount  of  property 
which  he  may  possess,  bnt  on  many  other  circum- 
stances. His  health  and  bodily  strength ;  the  number 
and  ability  of  his  family  to  aid  in  his  support;  the 
cheapness  or  dearoess  of  articles  of  subsistence  in  the 
section  of  the  country  in  which  he  resides ;  and  many 
other  circumstances, — have  a  strong  bearing  on  it. 
In  tbe  midst  of  these  difficulties,  the  necessity  of  tbe 
applicant  must,  in  most  cases,  be  left  to  the  soand 
discretion  of  the  judge. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  amendment  of  which  tbe  act 
is  susceptible,  by  which  uniformity  of  construction  can 
be  secured  on  tbe  part  of  the  judges,  or  imposition  on 
them  much  diminished,  unless  it  Hbould  be  the  inten- 
tion of  Congress  to  confine  their  bounty  to  tbe  loweet 
grade  of  poverty.  Any  condition  above  mere  indi- 
gence would  admit  of  a  latitude  of  construction  ;  and 
it  appears  impossible  to  fix  on  a  particular  amount  in 
value  of  property  to  entitle  the  applicant  to  a  pension 
which  would  be  just  in  iU  operation,  or  which  would 
not  involve  great  difficulty  in  it^  execution. 
Tbe  number  of  pension  certificates  issued  un- 
der tbe  Isw  amounts  to     -         -         -         -    16,270 


The  number  of  claims  received  and  acted  on  is    88,161 
The  number  of  claims  received  and  not  acted 

on  is  ...----         404 


ToUl    - 


.    38,665 


It  is  impossible  to  sUte  precisely  how  many  have 
been  absolutely  rejected  or  how  many  suspended,  ss 
in  some  cases  claims  which  have  been  rejected  have 
afterwards  been  admitted  ;  and  others  which  have  been 
suspended  have  been  finally  rejected.  If,  from  the 
toUl  number  of  claims  admitted,  be  subtracted  the  toUl 
number  received  and  acted  on,  the  number  suspended 
or  rejected  will  be  11,881.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Hon.  JosKPH  BLooxriKLO, 

Chairman  Com.  Rev'y  Pensiom. 


Ruiet  amd  Regulations  for  tubtlantiating  cUuma  to 

pension*,  to  be  observed  under  ihe  taw  of  Congress, 

of  the  \Sth  of  March,  1818,  viz  .- 

Regulation  of  March  26,  1818. — The  commissiona 
of  officers  and  the  discharges  of  the  regular  soldiers  of 
the  army  of  the  Rievolntion,  (if  in  existence)  applying 
for  pensions  under  the  above  act  will,  in  every  instance, 
be  furnished  to  the  War  Department ;  and  the  signa- 
tures of  the  respective  judges  certifying  in  these  cases 
must  be  attested  by  the  seal  of  the  courts  where  such 
judges  reside  ;  the  person  applying  for  pension  to 
declare,  under  oath,  before  the  judge,  that,  from  his 
reduced  circumstances,  he  needs  the  assistance  of  his 
country  for  tupport. 

Regulation  of  May  27,  1818. — It  is  expected  that 
the  judges  will  certify  as  well  to  the  reduced  circam- 
stances  as  to  the  continued  service  of  nine  months, 
required  by  the  law  of  the  18th  of  March,  1818 ;  and 
pensions  will  invariably  be  refused  unless  the  decUra- 
tions  of  the  applicants  shall  be  accompanied  by  sach 
certificates.     The  applications  for  pensions  belonging 
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to  New  Hampahire,  New  York,  Penn«yl»ani»,  Dela- 
W»re,  Marjiand,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South 
Carolina,  and  Georgia,  will  b«  delayed  until  further 
evidence  of  iheir  aer^ice  shall  hare  been  received  from 
the  aeveial  executive  officers  of  the  State*. 

FUgulaiion  of  June,  1818.— In  a  caae  where  the 
name  of  the  applicant  cannot  be  found  on  the  rolls, 
the  evidence  required  to  substantiate  his  claim  is  the 
deposition  of  two  disinterested  witnesses  as  to  the  ser- 
vice and  discharge  of  the  applicant,  corroborating  his 
•wn  atatement.  The  magistrate  who  administers  the 
oath  must  certify  to  the  credibility  of  the  witnesses, 
•nd  the  official  character  and  signature  of  the  magis- 
trate must  be  attested  by  the  county  clerk,  under  his 
•eal  of  office. 

[This  rule  has  extended  to  such  cases  only  as  seemed 
to  require  extraordinary  proof— in  a  case,  for  example, 
where  the  rolls  of  the  regiment  in  which  the  appli- 
cant served  were  complete  for  the  period  at  which  he 
is  suted  to  have  served,  and  his  name  could  not  be 
found ;  and  in  eases  where  the  applicant's  statement 
has  not  agreed  with  historical  facU.J 

WESTERN  DEPOT,  Ac. 

Mr.  Cook  submitted  the  following  preamble  and 
resolutions : 

Whereas,  an  enlightened  and  liberal  policy  dictates 
the  importance  and  propriety  of  rendering  the  naviga- 
ble waters  of  the  interior  of  our  common  country  as 
extensively  aubaervient  to  iu  commercial  interesu  as 
IS  practicable ;  and  whereas  the  imporUnce  and  utility 
of  the  majestic  rivers  .Mississippi  and  Ohio  would  be 
much  increased  by  the  establishment  of  a  convenient 
place  ofdepositc  near  their  confluence:  and  whereas 
doubts  are  entertained  as  to  the  eligibility  of  the  site 
at  their  immediate  junction  for  that  purpose  :  There- 
fore, 

Re»olved,  That  the  CommiUee  on  Roads  and  Canals 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appoint- 
ing a  suiubie  number  of  commissioners,  to  examine 
that  tract  of  country  lying  between  the  said  river*, 
with  insUuctions  to  report  to  this  House,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a  topo- 
graphical decsnption  thereof,  accompanied  with  their 
opinion  as  to  the  moei  expedient  plan  of  adapting  a 
auitable  portion  thereof  to  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

And  whereas  the  durability  of  this  Government 
greatly  depends  upon  the  equal  dispensation  of  advan- 
tages, by  Congreaa,  to  the  diffijrent  secUona  of  our 
Union,  as  well  as  upon  the  virtue  of  the  people :  and 
whereas  the  North  is  already  provided  with  an  Acad- 
emy, at  which  a  proper  number  of  her  sons  are  Uught 
the  military  art.  a  perfect  knowledge  of  which  is  so 
important  to  the  cerUin  defence  of  our  righu,  and  so 
auspicious  to  the  saving  of  both  the  blood  and  treasure 
of  the  nation:  and  whereas  the  esUblishment  of  a  Na- 
tional Armory  in  the  West  would,  in  iu  operaUona. 
produce  the  disbursement  of  a  part  of  that  money  in 
the  same  quarter  from  which  it  is  so  profusely  drained, 
by  the  salea  of  the  public  lands ;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
place  at  the  immediate  command  of  the  Government, 
and  at  a  suitable  position,  the  necessary  arms  for  the 
defence  of  an  extensive  frontier:   Therefore, 

Bt  it  further  resolved.  That  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Aflliirs  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency  of  requiring  the  said  commissioners  to  examine 

aZ^  ^*  *  suitable  situation  for  a  xMililary  Academy 
*nd  iSaiionai  Arn»ry  near  the  juncUon  of  the  afore- 
■Jjjlj^ rivers ;  and   also  to  examine   and  ascertain  the 


probable  metallic  resources  of  the  surrounding  coan- 
try,  not  excelling  fiAy  miles  distance  from  the  conflu- 
ence aforesaid,  suitable  for  munitions  of  war,  and 
report  the  same  to  this  House,  with  the  report  before 
required. 

And  the  question  having  been  stated,  "  Will  the 
House  now  proceed  to  consider  the  same  ?" 

Mr.  Cook  said,  in  offering  these  resolutions, 
which  did  not  call  for  a  decisive  expression  of  the 
sentiments  of  the  House  as  to  the  expediency  of 
the  measures  they  proposed,  but  simply  to  invite 
inquiry,  it  was  not  bis  original  intention  to  have 
said  any  thing  upon  the  subject.  But,  said  he,  as 
every  proposition  which  may  produce  the  expendi- 
ture of  public  money  in  its  ultimate  consequences, 
seems,  as  it  should  be,  to  be  met  at  the  threshold, 
and  scrutinized  with  caution,  it  may  not  therefore 
be  improper  to  explain,  in  a  cursory  manner,  some 
of  those  inducements  which  have  led  to  these  pro- 
positions. 

In  dome  so,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
premise,  that  the  peninsula  or  point  formed  by  the 
iunction  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  is  thought  to 
be  too  low  to  be  useful  as  a  permanent  place  of 
deposite.    Of  this  fact,  however,  it  is  proposed  that 
Congress  shall  be  informed  by  the  report  of  the 
Commissioners.    But,  although  thi.'«  is  believed  to 
be  the  fact,  it  is  universally  admitted  that  that  de- 
fect may  be  remedietl,  at  an  inconsiderable  expense, 
by  connecting  these  rivers  a  short  distance  above 
their  natural  junction.     And  of  this  fact,  also,  it  is 
proposed  to  inform  Congress  by  the  report  of  the 
same  Commissioners.     And.  sir,  when  the  eye  is 
cast  over  the  vast  extent  of  fertile  country,  which 
finds  its  numerous  commercial  highways  concen- 
trating at  this  point,  and  more  especially  since  the 
employment  of  steam  power  in  facilitating  that 
commerce,  is  not  the  attention  at  once  rivetted  to 
this  position,  and  its  improvement  suggested  as  a 
grand  desideratum  to  the  commerce  of  the  West? 
Sir,  the  voice  of  the  West  has  not  been  silent  on 
this  subject.     The  public  prints  and  the  tongues  of 
intelligent  men  have  both  been  employed  in  en- 
deavoring to  bring  this  subject  before  the  commu- 
nity, as  one  deserving  their  peculiar  attention. 

If  we  look  to  the  East  and  to  the  North,  we  be- 
hold the  Ohio,  and  its  every  tributary  branch  that 
IS  navigable,  pointing  there,  as  the  proper  place  at 
which  to  transfer  the  cargoes  of  their  small  and 
sletider  boats  to  those  more  sturdy  and  subsUntial, 
which  ride  the  Mississippi.    If  we  look  West  and 
North  again,  the  Missouri  to  the  Yellow  Stone, 
the  Mississippi  to  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  and 
the  lUinoisto  the  bosom  of  the  Lakes,  are  perform- 
ing the  same  admonitory  office.     And  the  truth  of 
these  admonitions  has,  unfortunately  for  the  West, 
been  distressingly  verified  during  thelast  year.  The 
folly  of  attempting  to  carry  on  an  uninterrupted 
intercourse  between  these  streams  on  which  the 
"  little  boats"  may  safely  venture  and  New  Or- 
leans, by  means  of  the  ordinary  steamboats,  has 
been  too  fully  demonstrated  of  late.     The  Ohio 
and  Mississippi,  above  their  confluence,  although 
occasionally  presenting  a  spectacle  equally  inter- 
esting to  the  farmer  and  the  merchant,  durii»g  the 
last  season,  owing  to  that  unfortunate  attempt  to 
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carry  on  this  uninterrupted  intercourse,  have  pre- 
sented a  spectacle  of  nothing  but  gloom,  portending 
distress  to  every  class  of  the  community.**^  Those 
streams,  the  channels  of  an  occasionally  animated 
commerce,  have,  during  the  last  season,  been,  as  it 
were,  a  crowded  dry-dock.  Vessels,  too  large  in 
their  construction  for  those  waters,  are  even  now 
to  be  seen  lying  aground,  which  have  not  moved 
for  months  past.  Establish,  then,  but  an  interme- 
diate place  of  deposite,  and  boats  of  a  proper  size 
will  keep  within  their  proper  sphere.  The  produce 
of  the  farmer  will  no  longer  lie  mouldering  on  the 
water,  and  the  merchant  in  due  season  will  receive 
his  returning  supplies.  I  do  conceive  it  important, 
therefore,Mr.  Speaker,  totheprosperityof  the  West- 
ern commerce,  that  a  permanent  place  of  deposite 
be  established  at  that  point.  And,  while  I  enter- 
tain the  opinion  that  a  just  proportion  of  the  funds 
of  the  country  cannot  be  better  employed  than  in 
promoting  its  internal  improvement,  I  have  en- 
deavored to  bring  the  subject  before  the  House  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  avoid  coming  in  conflict  with 
the  Constitution.  For,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  we  cannot 
appropriate  the  money  in  the  Treasury,  we  can  a 
certain  per  centum  on  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
within  the  State  to  that  ohject.  To  this,  it  is 
believed,  there  would  be  no  Cfonstitutional  imped- 
iment. The  uniform  practice  of  the  Government 
would  sanction  it. 

But,  sir,  from  the  resolutions  before  you,  it  will 
be  seen,  that  my  views  on  this  subject  are  not  con- 
fined to  the  Commercial  deposite.  For  although  I 
view  that  as  an  object  of  the  last  importance  to 
the  West,  the  accomplishment  of  which  would 
impart  new  life  to  the  agricultural  as  well  as  the 
commercial  spirit  of  the  country,  yet  I  consider  the 
establishment  of  an  academy  and  armory  as  objects 
of  much  importance,  both  to  the  Government  at 
large,  and  to  the  people  of  that  section  in  particular. 
It  is  important  to  the  Government,  because  it  would 
have  a  happy  tendency  to  remove  any  jealousy 
which  may  have  arisen  with  these  people  in  con- 
sequence of  their  having  so  long  expected  those 
establishments  without  having  those  expectations 
realized.  It  is  important  to  them  in  particular, 
because  of  its  numerous  local  advantages.  But, 
above  all,  when  we  survey  that  vast  extent  of 
frontier  which  lies  exposed  to  hostile  invasion,  and 
reflect  that  the  means  of  defending  it  must,  in  a 
great  degree,  be  drawn  from  the  West,  can  we  do 
otherwise  than  acknowledge  the  importance  of 
having  a  proper  knowledge  of  the  military  art  cul- 
tivated amongst  us?  I  mean, sir,  that  knowledge 
which  will  enable  us  to  select  competent  officers 
from  amongst  ourselves,  who,  from  education, 
habit,  and  similarity  of  climate,  will  know  how  to 
lead  us  on  to  victory  ?  who  will  know  how  to  com- 
mand aright  in  the  hour  of  conflict  ?  In  this  point 
of  view,!  think  it  important  to  have  a  military 
academy  in  the  South  as  well  as  the  North. 

The  establishment  of  a  national  armory  in  that 
quarter  I  also  consider  of  sufficient  importance  to 
merit  the  attention  of  the  CJovemment.  That 
those  arms  should  be  convenient  to  those  points 
which  are  most  vulnerably  to  the  enemy  will  also 
be  admitted.     And  where,  I  would  ask,  can  they 


be  manufactured  so  as  to  be  transported  to  so  many 
points  with  greater  facility  than  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Ohio?  Sir,  if  the  Government  must  have 
arms,  and  that  point  is  as  convenient  as  any  that 
can  be  selected,  why  not  employ  the  capital  neces- 
sary to  carry  on  the  manufactory  in  that  section 
of  the  country  ?  Daily  is  the  Government  drain- 
ing the  West  of  its  circulating  medium,  while  but 
little  of  that  medium  is  again  disbursed  amongst 
us.  If  the  arms  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  that  quarter  of  our  Union  can  be  sup- 
plied, as  I  do  verily  believe  they  can,  there,  I  suo- 
mit,  sir,  if  they  have  not  some  claims  to  furnish 
them  ?  Would  it  not  be  received  as  an  evidence 
of  the  equal  justice  of  Congress  ?  Would  it  not 
also  have  a  happy  effect  in  reconciling  local  jeal- 
ousies ?  And  It  would  also  be  the  means  of  keep- 
ing amongst  us  a  small  proportion  of  the  money 
which  we  are  daily  advancing  to  the  Government 
for  our  lands ;  and  this,  sir,  though  last,  is  not  the 
least  important  view  of  this  subject. 

Until  the  resolutions  were  on  your  table,  I  did 
not  intend,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  have  said  any  thing  in 
relation  to  them  ;  but,  having  changed  tliat  deter- 
mination, I  hope  what  I  have  fiaid  will  secure  to 
them  the  consideration  of  the  House,  and  that, 
when  considered,  they  will  be  adopted. 

[On  the  question  being  put,  the  House  refused 
to  consider  the  resolutions.] 


Wednesday,  January  5. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  petition  of  a  board  of 
managers  appointed  at  a  meeting  lately  held  in 
the  city  of  Washington,  of  a  number  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States  friendly  to  vaccination,  pray- 
ing for  an  act  of  incorporation,  the  better  to  enable 
them  to  carry  into  effect  the  plan  and  the  benevo- 
lent purposes  for  which  their  association  has  been 
formed ;  which  was  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee ;  and  Messrs.  Kent,  Smith,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Abbot,  Burwekl,  and  Bateman,  were  ap- 
pointed the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of 
Ambrose  Whitlock,  whicn  was  read,  and,  after  an 
ineffectual  attempt  by  Mr.  Strotheb  to  have  the 
report  reversed  and  made  favorable  to  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioner,  the  report  was  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Archer,  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  dated  January  13. 
1813,  communicating  a  law  passed  by  the  General 
Assembly  of  Maryland,  in  relation  to  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Delaware  canal,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Roads  and  Canals,  and  they  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ex- 
tending the  aid  of  CJovemment  towards  uniting 
the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Woodbridoe,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  causing  a  distribution  of  a  com- 
petent number  of  entire  sets  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  within  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sloan,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  sale  of  the 
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thirteea  secUoD:>  of  land  in  the  district  of  Caoton, 
ia  th«  State  of  Ohio,  which  were  reserved  tor  the 
use  of  the  Delaware  tribe  of  Indians,  and  re- 
luiquished  to  the  United  States  by^  said  Indians, 
in  the  treaty  concluded  at  the  foot  of  the  Rapids 
of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Krie,  on  the  29th  Septem- 
U-r,  1817. 

A  meb^age  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hou^e 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  A. 
Dix,"  and  '^An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  pennons 
who  have  paid  duties  on  certain  good^^  imported 
into  Castine;"  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  said  bills  were,  respectively,  read  twice, 
and  referred,  the  first  to  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
and  the  second  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

The  Committee  on  Manufactures  were  dis- 
charged from  a  consideration  of  j^o  much  of  the 
memorial  of  the  merchants  and  other  inhabitants 
of  Baltimore,  presented  on  the  3d  instant,  as  re- 
lates to  the  African  slave  trade^  piracy,  and  priva- 
teering; and  It  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  subiect  of  the  African  slave  trade. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  severally 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  viz :  The  bill  for 
the  relief  of  James  Hughes;  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  representative  o(  Philip  Barbour;  and  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Anthony  Burk. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tive of  the  late  Colonel  Daniel  Appling  was  read 
the  third  time;  and,  on  the  question,  Shall  the 
bill  pass  ?  it  was  decided  in  the  negative.  So  the 
biH  wa.s  rejected. 

The  Speakkr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  state- 
ment of  the  expenditure  and  application  of  such 
Booiieys  as  have  been  drawn  from  the  Treasury  on 
account  of  the  War  Department  for  one  year,  end- 
ing the  30th  Septeml>er,  1819,  in  virtue  of  the 
acts  of  appropriation  of  1819 ;  and  of  unexpended 
balances  of  former  appropriations  remaining  in 
the  Treasury  on  the  1st  October,  1818  ;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

ARMY  AND  NAVY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Q,uarl£s,  it  wa^ 

Rtmlml,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  reorganizing  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

[Mr.  QoARLEiij  said,  in  regard  to  this  resolution, 
that  justice  to  the  officers  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  and  those  concerned  in  its  organi- 
zation, as  well  as  to  satisfy  the  wish  of  the  {>eople 
of  this  nation,  the  investigation  contemplated  in 
this  resolution  was  requirc^d.  If  we  have  an  army 
of  officers  and  privates,  properly  proportioned,  its 
character  ought  to  be  reinstated  to  that  part  of  the 
nation  who  entertain  a  different  sentiment ;  on  the 
contrary,  if  we  have  an  array  of  officers  almost 
exclusively,  and  which  is  drawing  large  sums  of 
money  improperly  from  the  public  Treasury,  the 
country  should  know  it,  and  the  evil  be  remedied.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Quarles,  it  was 
^  Mmolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 


be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  au*- 
pending,  for  a  limited  time,  so  much  of  the  stand- 
ing appropriation  of  one  million  of  dollars  for  the 
increase  of  the  Navy,  as  may  be  consistent  with 
the  public  service;  and  also  to  inquire  whether 
any  other  reduction  of  the  expenses  of  the  Navy 
can  be  made,  consistent  with  the  public  service. 

[In  introducing  this  resolve,  Mr.  Q,.  said,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  resources  of  the  country  and  our 
embarrassed  condition  called  aloud  for  the  retrench- 
ment of  our  expenses;  and  although  he  was  as 
much  disposed  as  any  man  to  cherish  and  encour- 
age the  Navy  of  our  country,  whose  gallantry  had 
on  all  occasions  given  such  splendor  to  the  Ameri- 
can arms,  it  seemed  to  him  well  worthy  the  con- 
sideration of  Congress  whether  we  may  not  do  too 
much.  We  appropriate,  said  he,  $1,000,000  for 
the  increase  of  the  Navy  annually.  This  sum  is 
CTnployed  exclusively  in  building  new  vessels. 
These  vessels,  when  completed,  have  to  be  manned, 
which  is  another  source  of  expense,  and  by  the 
ve»iaels  being  built,  and  the  consequent  expense  of 
manning  them,  we  are  accumulating  an  alarming 
annual  expenditure.  Does  not  prudence  dictate 
that  we  pause  awhile,  and  inquire  whether  the 
nation  had  not  better  omit  so  much  of  the  appro- 
priation as  applies  to  building  the  vessels  ;  and,  if 
It  should  be  thought  proper,  procure  materials  and 
have  them  in  a  state  of  preparation,  when  our 
counliy  has  more  control  of  funds,  or  the  situa- 
tion ot  the  nation  shall  justify  it,  and  make  it  im- 
periouslv  necessary ;  then  recommence  the  building 
of  vessels.] 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Rollin  C. 
Mallary,  contesting  the  election  of  Orsamus  C. 
Merrill,  a  member  from  Vermont,  made  a  report 
favorable  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner,  and  con- 
cluding by  recommending  the  adoption  of  two  res- 
olutions— the  first  declaring  that  Mr.  Merrill  is 
not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House, and  the  second, 
that  Mr.  Mallary  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House. 

The  report  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House—Mr.  Mallary  was  ordered  to 
have  a  seat  within  the  bar  of  the  House  during 
the  consideration  of  the  report ;  and  Mr.  Merrill^ 
defence,  with  the  other  napers,  ordered  to  be 
printed. — The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  of  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Rollin  C.  .Msliarjr,  contesting  the  elec- 
tion of  Or«&mu«  C.  Merrill,  who  is  returned  as  one  of 
the  RepresenUtires  of  the  8ute  of  Vermont  io  the 
present  Congress,  and  prajing  to  be  admitted  to  a  teat 
IP  his  stead,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration« 
and  report  : 

That  the  law  of  Vermont  reqatres  that,  after  the 
poll  of  the  election  shall  be  closed,  and  the  result  as- 
certained, a  certificate  of  the  number  of  rotes  giren 
for  each  candidate,  (of  which  a  record  cball  be  made 
in  the  town  clerk's  office,)  signed  by  the  presiding  of- 
ficer, Ahall  be  by  him  sealed  up  and  superscribed,  and 
ahall  l)e  delivered  to  the  Representative  of  the  same  or 
an  adjoining  town,  who  shall  delirer  it  to  a  canvassing 
committee,  to  be  chosen  by  the  General  Assembly. 
That  the  committee  shall,  on  the  Monday  n«zt  foUow- 
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ing  tb«  ateond  Thanday  of  October,  sort  and  count 
such  votes,  and  shall  declare  the  six  persons  having 
the  greatest  number  of  votes  duly  elected  as  Represen- 
tatives to  represent  the  State  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  and  shall  givs  notice  thereof  to  the 
Chief  .Msgistrate  of  the  said  State.  The  canvassing 
commiUee  sre  required  to  mske  a  list  of  the  certificates 
by  them  considered  legal,  and  also  a  list  of  such  votes 
as  are  deemed  illegal,  and  lodge  a  copy  thereof  with 
the  clerk  of  the  General  A«sembly,  and  the  original 
certificates  with  the  Becretsry  of  State,  to  be  by  him 

K reserved  until  after  the  iirit  session  of  the  Congress 
r  which  the  election  was  held.  The  Governor  is  re- 
quired to  execute  proper  credcntisis  to  the  persons 
declared  to  be  elected  agreeably  to  the  said  act. 

The  election  in  that  State  for  Representatives  in  the 
present  Congress,  was  held  by  general  ticket  on  the 
nnt  Toesdar  of  September,  1816,  under  the  said  elec- 
tion law.  Thirteen  candidates  were  supported  by  the 
freemen  st  the  said  election.  The  canvassing  com- 
mittee, ia  executing  the  duty  required  of  them  by  the 
act  above  mentioned,  counted  and  allowed  to  the  sitting 
member  six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fiAy-four,  and 
to  the  petitioner  six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sev> 
enty-eigbt  votes.  They  rejected,  of  the  votes  returned 
for  the  sitting  member,  in  the  town  of  Wardsborough, 
twenty-four,  and  in  the  town  of  Berlin,  fifty-nine. 
They  rejected,  of  the  votes  returned  for  the  petitioner, 
in  Fairhavcn,  ninety,  and  in  Plymouth,  forty-two. 
These  votes  are  claimed  by  the  petitioner.  He  also 
claims  to  be  allowed  the  following  votes,  which,  from 
the  copies  of  the  town  records  laid  before  the  commit- 
tee, appear  to  have  been  given  in  his  favor  according 
to  law,  but  which  were  not  returned  to  the  canvassing 
committee.  In  Woodbury,  fifty-tlx,  and  in  Goshen, 
twenty -seven.  If  the  voles  io  these  four  towns  be  added 
to  the  poll  of  the  petitioner,  it  will  give  him  fifty -seven 
votes  over  the  sitting  member,  even  if  the  Wards- 
borough  and  Berlin  votes  be  counted  in  his  fsvor.  The 
petitioner  admits  that  these  votes  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  the  sitting  member ;  but  no  evidence  of  their  legality 
has  been  submitted  to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

It  is  aolliciently  proved  that,  in  Fairhaven,  Plymouth, 
Woodbury,  and  Goshen,  the  votes  were  given  sccord- 
ing  to  law,  snd  certificstes  thereof  were  duly  recorded 
in  the  town  clerk's  office  of  the  several  towns.  But 
the  presiding  officer  of  the  election  in  Fairhaven  did 
not,  as  the  law  directs,  seal  up  the  certificate  of  votes 
after  it  had  been  recorded  in  the  clerk's  office,  bat  sent 
it  nnseated  to  the  canvassing  committee.  For  this 
caose  it  was  by  them  rejected.  No  fraud  is  alleged, 
nor  has  the  mistake  done  any  injury  to  the  sitting 
member.  The  town  clerk's  record  is  doubtless  designed 
to  gasrd  sgainst  fraud.  And  it  has  not  been  the  prac- 
tice of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  allow  votes 
given  legally  to  be  defeated  by  the  mistake  or  negli- 
gence of  a  returning  officer,  especially  in  mere  matter 
of  form.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  votes 
of  this  town  ought  to  be  allowed  to  the  petitioner. 

The  votes  of  Plymouth  were  rejected  by  the  can- 
vassing committee  on  account  of  the  informality  of  the 
certificate  of  the  presiding  officer.     It  is  as  follows : 

"  Votes  for  Repreeentative*  to  Cangreu. 

Mark  Richards      ....  42  votes. 

Rollin  C   Mallary  ....  42 

William  Strong      ...         -  42 

Charles  Rich  ....  42 

WilUam  A.  Griswold     .        .        -  42 

John  Peck 43 


At  a  freemen's  meeting  legally  warned,  and  holden 
in  Plymouth  on  the  first  Tuesdsy  of  September,  1818, 
the  shove  gentlemen  were  voted  for  Representatives  to 
Congress.     Plymouth,  September,  1818. 

LEVI  SLACK,  ConttabU. 
MOSES  PRIEST, 
Town  Clerk  of  Plymouth:' 

According  to  the  statute,  the  certificate  ought  to 
have  been  thus : 

"  At  a  freemen's  meeting  legally  warned,  and  holden 
at  Plymouth  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  September,  A.  D. 
1818,  the  votes  for  Representatives  to  Congress  having 
been  duly  taken,  sorted,  and  counted,  the  following 
persons  had  the  number  of  votes  annexed  to  their 
names,  respectively  : 

Mark  Richards       .        •         -         .        42  votes. 
RoUin  C.  Mallary  ....        43 
William  Strong      ....        42 
Charles  Rich  ....        42 

WiUism  A.  Griswold     •        .        -        43 

John  Peck 48 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Plymouth,  this  first  Taes* 
dsy  of  August,  A.  D.  1818. 

LEVI  8LACK,/r«f  ConatabUr 
The  Committee  of  Elections  are  of  opinion  that  the 
form  prescribed  has  been  substantially  adhered  to,  and 
that  the  votes  ought  to  have  been  received  and  counted 
by  the  canvassing  committee.  It  moreover  appears 
that  the  town  clerk's  record  is  strictly  formal,  and  that 
Levi  Slack  was  first  constable.  These  votes,  siso,  arc 
to  be  added  to  the  petitioner's  poll. 

In  the  town  of  Woodbury,  fifty-six  votes  were  given 
for  the  petitioner,  and  a  record  thereof  was  daly  made 
in  the  town  clerk's  office,  but  in  the  certificate  sent  to 
the  canvassing  committee,  through  the  mistake  of  the 
presiding  officer,  the  names  of  Rollin  C.  Mallary  and 
Charles  Rich  were  omitted,  and  the  names  of  Pliny 
Smith,  Thomas  Crswford,  and  Thomas  Hammond, 
who  were  candidates  lav  the  office  of  councillors  of  the 
State  of  Vermont,  but  in  whose  iiavor  not  one  vote 
was  given  for  Representatives  to  Congress,  were  in- 
serted. The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  error 
ought  to  be  corrected,  more  especially  as  thers  exists 
a  record,  the  verity  of  which  is  not  impeached,  by 
which  the  correction  can  be  made. 

In  Goshen,  twenty-^even  votes  were  given  for  the 
petitioner,  and  one  vote  for  the  sitting  member.  The 
certificate  of  the  election  was  made  in  due  form,  and 
recorded  in  the  town  clerk's  office.  The  original  was, 
according  to  law,  ddivered  to  the  representative  of  the 
town  te  the  General  Assembly,  whose  duty  it  wss  to  de- 
liver  it  to  the  canvassing  committee.  From  some  caose, 
which  does  not  appear,  be  neglected  to  attend  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  and  did  not  send  it  by  a  representative 
of  an  adjoining  town,  because,  as  he  alleges,  such  rep. 
reeentaUve  left  home  for  the  General  Assembly  at  an 
earlier  day  than  usaaL  The  certificate  still  remains 
ia  his  possession.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections  that  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  de- 
prived of  the  votes  of  this  town  by  reason  of  the  votes 
above  mentioned.  The  votes  of  Woodbury  snd  Goshen 
are  therefore  added  to  the  petitioner's  poll. 

The  commiUee  annex  to  this  report  a  brief  state- 
ment presented  by  the  petitioner  in  suppart  of  lus 
petition,  marked  A.  Also,  an  answer  to  the  same, 
presented  by  the  sitting  member,  m&rked  B,  and  re> 
apectfully  submit  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  Orsamus  C.  Merrill  Ls  not  entitled 
to  a  scat  in  this  House. 
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Retohed,  That  RoUin  C.  MalUry  i«  entitled  to  a 
in  this  HoQM. 

A. 

Remarki  of  Petitioner. 

Hon.  Joax  W.  Tatlob, 

Chairman  Committee  of  Elections  : 

The  fifth  aection  of  the  firat  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  provides  "  that  each  House 
(of  Congress)  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  ejections,  re- 
turns, &c.,  of  its  own  members." 

It  is  respectfullj  considered  that  the  term  "  elec- 
tion," in  a  political  sense,  must  mean  the  designation 
or  choice  of  a  person  to  perform  the  duties  of  some 
office.  An  "election"  is  an  act  performed  by  free- 
men possessing  proper  qualifications.  The  manner 
of  performing  it  is  immaterial,  onlj  as  it  may,  or  not, 
be  sanctioned  by  some  particular  law.  If  by  viva  voce, 
when  the  declaration  of  the  electors  is  made,  the  elec- 
tion is  complete.  If  by  bsliots,  when  these  are  depos- 
ited by  the  people  in  the  custody  of  the  legal  receiver, 
the  designation  is  consummated.  The  electing  power 
has  then  performed  its  office.  The  choice  is  perfect. 
All  that  follows  is  but  the  collection  or  preparation  of 
evidence  to  ascertain  the  fact. 

The  sorting,  counting,  and  recording  of  the  ballots 
by  town  officers,  and  the  re-examination  and  computa- 
tion by  others,  are  but  so  many  steps  taken  not  to 
make  or  complete  an  election,  but  to  discover  in  what 
manner  it  has  terminated. 

To  judge  of  an  election,  therefore,  mast,  of  neces- 
sity, imply  the  right  of  taking  cogniiance  of  the  exer- 
ei$e  of  the  electing  power  ;  of  this,  also,  at  the  time 
when  the  designation  is  accomplished  by  the  suffrages 
of  the  freemen. 

The  laws  of  individual  States,  from  convenience  or 
necessity,  created  a  tribunal  to  determine  for  them- 
selves, in  the  first  instance,  the  election  of  representa- 
tives. They  have  determined  what  shall  be  the  evi- 
dence, and  when  produced.  If  no  one  is  injured,  no 
reason  exists  for  a  re-examination. 

It  is  true  that  the  laws  of  a  State  may  be  binding 
on  Congress  when  aupported  by  the  Constitution. 
That  instrument  has  defined  the  limits  of  Sute  power 
on  this  subject.  It  seems  to  be  confined  to  the  quali- 
fications of  electors,  the  times,  places,  and  manner  of 
holding  electiona.  A  State  cannot  prescribe  to  the 
House  the  rales  of  evidence,  nor  the  time  when  that 
evidence  shall  be  produced.  It  cannot  declare  that 
the  report  of  a  canvassing  committee  shall  be  conclu- 
■ive  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  nor  the  testimony  on 
which  it  is  founded,  is  all  that  may  be  used. 

By  the  laws  of  Vermont,  all  the  provisions  for  se- 
earing  the  evidence  of  an  election  are  calculated  solely 
ftr  the  State  tribunal.  The  power  of  the  House  to 
interfere  is  not  acknowledged.  It  would  be  unreason- 
able to  say  that  the  House  should  be  bound  by  laws 
never  intended  to  operate  on  its  privileges ;  and,  if 
intended  so  to  operate,  maat  be  nugatory.  It  cannot 
be  inferred  that,  because  the  canvassing  committee  are 
required  to  receive  the  certificate  of  a  town  clerk  or 
constable  as  evidence,  Congress  is  to  receive  no  other. 

Again,  each  House  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  elec- 
tion. How  can  this  be  done  if  the  State  authority 
has  the  power  to  create  an  intervening  obttacle  T  How 
can  the  House  judge  of  a  fact  which  they  are  not  al- 
lowed to  examine  1  How  are  they  capable  of  judging, 
if  the  errors  and  mistakes  of  every  petty  officer  through 
^hose  hands  the  suffrages  of  the  freemen  must  pasa. 


are  to  be  a  perpeCaal  bar  to  all  knowledge  of  the  ori- 
ginal transaction  T  To  have  the  right  to  jadge  of  an 
election,  and  not  to  be  allowed  to  approach  it  ;  to  be 
governed  by  the  voice  of  the  electors,  and  not  be^r- 
milted  to  hear  it,  must  appear  deeply  laden  with  in* 
conaistency. 

I  have  understood  that  a  distinction  is  to  be  taken 
between  the  cases  of  votes  illegally  retamed  by  the 
town  officers,  and,  on  that  account,  not  allowed  by  the 
canvaaaing  committee,  and  the  casea  where  votes  were 
given  by  the  freemen,  and  not  returned  at  all.  The 
latter  was  the  fact  as  relates  to  the  votes  of  Goshen 
and  part  of  the  votes  of  Wondbary.  This  is  explained 
by  the  evidence. 

It  aeems  rational  that  a  return,  manifestly  illegal, 
mast  be  the  same  as  no  return  at  all.  It  appears  dif- 
ficult to  discover  a  legal  or  equitable  difference  be> 
tween  a  neglect  to  return  the  votes  of  the  freemen, 
and  a  return  so  defective  that  no  notice  can  be  taken 
of  it. 

Hence,  it  is  respectfully  inferred  that  an  election  '» 
complete  when  the  electors  have  delivered  their  suf- 
frages or  ballots  into  the  hands  of  the  legal  depository. 
That  no  misUkes  or  neglects  of  the  agents  of  the 
freemen  can  alter  or  annihilate  the  fsct.  That  no 
power  exiats,  or  can  exist,  to  prevent  the  House  from 
ascertaining  that  fact  by  such  evidence  as  it  may 
choose  to  admit. 

A  different  construction  woukl  deprive  that  body  of 
one  of  the  most  salutary  restraints  upon  ignorance 
and  corruption,  and  would  rob  the  electors  of  the  most 
effectual  safegaard  to  their  political  rights.  It  woald, 
in  effect,  be  an  admission  that  the  honorable  House 
must  be  composed  of  such  aa  the  officers  of  towns  and 
counties  should  think  proper  to  send,  and  not  those 
whom  the  freemen,  by  their  suffrages,  had  elected. 

The  proceedings  in  the  State  may  always  be  con- 
sidered, prima  facie,  correcL  If  no  impeachment  ia 
offered,  they  need  not  be  doubted. 

But  few  decisions  have  come  to  my  knowledge.  All 
that  may  have  an  influence  on  the  present  case  will 
readily  present  themselves  to  the  minds  of  the  honors 
able  committee. 

Permit  me,  however,  respectfully  to  refer  to  the  case 
of  Willoughby  and  Smith,  from  the  Sute  of  New  York. 
The  voles  of  the  electors  were  given  for  "Willoughby, 
junior."  .\  part  were  returned  by  the  inspectors  as 
having  been  given  for  "Willoughby."  Smith  was 
declared  elected  by  the  State  authority.  The  House 
received  evidence  to  prove  fur  whom  the  votes  were 
given  by  the  freemen. 

The  name  is  deaeriptio  ptrtonr.  The  addition  of 
junior  describes  another  person,  as  different  as  Ham- 
mond and  Miliary.  To  correct  one  requires  no  more 
power  than  the  correction  of  the  other.  I  make  a  re- 
ference to  the  evidence  from  Woodbury :  Crawford, 
Smith,  and  Hammond,  were  returned  to  the  canvass- 
ing committee  by  the  officers  of  that  town,  in  the  room 
of  Rich  and  Mallary.  To  the  latUr  persons  the  votes 
of  the  people  of  that  town  were  given. 

I  understand  that  the  qualifications  of  freemen,  at 
the  time  they  appeared  at  the  poll,  have  been  after 
examined  by  the  House.  It  is  submitted  whether  this 
is  not  decidedly  more  independentof  State  authorities, 
a  greater  extension  of  the  right  of  judging,  than  the 
simple  allowance  of  the  ondisputed  votes  of  the  elec- 
tors, which,  by  the  negligence  of  their  servanto,  had 
not  been  returned  in  aeason  for  computation. 

It  is  said  that,  in  1804,  a  case  from  Georgia  was  de- 
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eided,  that  seems  to  ha^e  some  relation  to  the  princi- 
ple embraced  in  the  present.  A  reference  is  made  to 
that  esse  in  the  report  of  the  honorsble  Committee  of 
Elections  in    1 817.     By   the   laws  of  that  State,  the 

''votes  are  to  be  retarned  within  a  given  number  of 
days.  Some  of  the  votes  for  one  candidate  were  not 
retarned  within  the  limited  time.  The  person  for 
whem  a  leeaer  nuo>ber  of  votes  were  given,  was  de- 
dared  elected.  The  votes  given  for  the  other,  and 
not  seasonably  returned,  were  allowed  by  the  House, 
and  the  person  for  whom  they  were  given  was  admit- 
ted to  his  seat 

>  Should,  therefore,  the  honorable  House  be  pleased 
to  inquire  whether  Mr.  Merrill  or  your  petitioner  was 
elected  by  the  freemen  of  Vermont,  the  following  state- 
ment of  fiacta,  it  is  believed,  will  be  supported  by  am- 
ple testimony: 

The  Slate  of  Vermont  was  entitled  to  six  members. 
The  election  wss  by  general  ticket.  The  six  who  re- 
ceived the  greatest  number  of  votes  were  elected  : 
Messrs.  Rich,  Crafls,  Strong,  and  Meach,  were  chosen, 
to  whom  no  opposition  csn  be  made.  Mr.  Merrill,  the 
sixth,  received  the  least  number  of  votes  of  any  one 
declared  elected ;  his  seat  is  the  one  contested. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  counted  to  Messrs.  Mer- 
rill, Griswold,  and  Mallary,  is  as  follows.  From  the 
state  of  the  poll,  these  are  the  only  persons  con- 
C«rned: 


. 

MerriU. 

Griswold. 

MaUuru 

6,956 

fi,908 

6,879 

The  votes  given  in 

the  fol- 

>    lowing  towns  were  not 

',. 

counted,  ris : 

Woodbury      - 

•        — 

66 

Fairhaven 

. 

I 

90 

90 

Goshen  - 

. 

1 

27 

27 

Plymouth 

- 

1 

42 

42 

6,966       7,067  7094 

Which  gives  Mr.  aallary  27  votes  over  Mr.  Griswold. 
It  gives  Mr.  Mallary  over  Mr.  Merrill  -       139 

It  is  said  that  Mr.  MerriU  lost  in  Berlin         59 
Do.  do.     in  Wardsborough     24 

-       83 

Which  leaves  Mr.  Mallary  over  Mr.  Merrill  56 

when   all   are  counted,   exclusive  of  the  eight  votes 
given  Mr.  Msllsry  in  Mansfield. 

The  votes  in  Berlin  and  Wardsborough  were  un- 
doubtedly given  for  Mr.  Merrill,  and  he  is  entitled  to 
their  allowance. 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  testimony  : 

1.  The  copy  of  canvass  roll*.  This  shows  the  whole 
number  of  votes  allowed  to  each  candidate.  It  gives 
copies  of  the  certificstes  from  Fsirhaven,  Woodbury, 
Plymonth,  and  Mansfield.  It  shows  that  no  votes 
were  count^nl  for  Mr.  Mallary  from  Fairhaven,  Ply- 
Boath,  Woodbury,  Goshen,  and  Mansfield. 
'^  t.  In  Woodbury,  Richards,  Mallary,  Rich,  Strong, 
'Griswold,  and  Peck,  each  bad  fifty-six  votes. 

The  officers  in  Woodbury,  in  making  out  the  certi- 
ficate, which  was  retarned  to  the  canvassing  commit- 
tee, omitted  the  names  of  Rich  and  Mallary,  and  re- 
turned, in  the  room  of  them,  the  names  of  *'  Crawford, 
Smith,  and  Hammond,"  for  whom  no  votes  were 
given. 

Mr.  Griswold's  were   returned  and  counted  ;    Mr. 
Mallary's  were  not.     By  the  statement  from  the  can- 
vua  rolls, it  appears  thai  Griswold  had  eoonted  twenty- 
16th  Con.  1st  Sb88.--28 


nine  votes  more  than  Mallary.  By  allowing  MaUaiy 
the  fifty-six  votes  given  for  hia  in*  Woodbury,  Mal- 
lary will  have  over  Griswold  twenty-seven  votee.  Mr. 
Griswold's  pretensions  will  then  be  set  aside,  as  in  all 
the  other  towns  Mallary  and  Griswold  bad  an  equal 
number  of  votes. 

The  votes  of  Fairhaven  were  lost  on  aecoant  of 
the  certificate  of  the  votea  being  returned  not  seeled. 

The  votes  of  Plymouth  were  rejected  on  account  of 
an  informal  certificate. 

The  votes  of  Goshen  were  not  returned. 

Notices  were  given  by  the  magistrates  of  the  time 
and  place  of  taking  testimony ;  which  are  retarned 
with  the  depositions. 

I  gave  notice  of  my  intention  to  conteat  the  election, 
as  by  the  letter  forwarded  with  the  evidence.  labo 
wrote  Mr.  Merrill,  deainng  him  to  inform  me  at  whet 
lime  it  would  be  most  convenient  for  him  to  attend 
the  taking  of  testimony.  A  copy  of  that  letter  is  aieo 
transmitted. 

All  which  is  respectfully  presented  to  the  honorable 
committee. 

R.  C.  MALLARXv 

B. 

Reply  of  the  titling  member. 
To  the  Hon.  Jons  W.  Tatloh, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Eleetiont : 

To  answer  some  principles  aa&umed  by  Mr.  Mallary 
in  hia  remonstrance,  and  to  abridge,  if  practicable, 
the  inquiry  commenced  by  him,  in  support  of  his  claim 
to  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Represt-ntRtives  in  my  stead, 
I  solicit  the  indulgence  of  the  committee  to  the  fol- 
lowing exposition  of  the  claims,  rights,  and  principles, 
I  urge  in  defence. 

It  would  seem,  at  the  first  impression,  that  it  was 
slone  neceumry  to  bring  the  couflicting  claims  end 
the  just  rights  of  the  freemen,  summarily  to  the  law 
of  the  State,  and  the  practice  and  adjudications  under 
it.  Farther  reflection  indicates  the  necessity  of  a 
more  prolix  and  minute  view  of  the  case,  and  chiefly 
so,  by  reason  of  the  positions  assumed  by  my  oppo- 
nent, and  the  principles  connected  with  it,  and  which 
are  of  first  importance. 

The  question  embraces  the  important  rights  of  auf- 
frage,  and  it  takes,  within  its  scope,  the  State  laws, 
authorities,  and  sovereignty. 

Comment  upon  the  important  and  sacred  charac- 
ter of  the  right  of  suffrage  need  not  be  indulged,  as 
this  is  familiarly  known,  abundantly  recognised,  and 
dearly  illustrated,  in  all  our  rales,  codes  of  rights,  and 
constitutions.  Its  value,  its  guards,  its  tenure,  and 
the  practical  rules  for  the  exercise  of  its  power,  are 
therein  delineated  with  sufficient  perspicuity  and  abtl* 
ity.  However  unnecesssry  it  may  be  to  enlarge  upon 
this  bearing  of  the  case  under  consideration,  I  appre- 
hend it  is  not  only  pertinent,  but  essentisi  to  advert 
to  it.  It  is  equally  as  important  to  consider,  ihst,  from 
the  quiet  and  pure  character  of  the  right  of  suffrage, 
contrasted  with  the  turbulence,  caprice,  and  paasions 
of  men,  its  exercise  must,  necessarily,  be  subject  to 
such  general  and  uniform  rules  of  ord<^  as  any  be 
prescribed  by  the  legislative  power  or  the  respective 
States,  or  of  the  Union.  The  Constitution  of  the  Union 
haa  so  declared  ;  reserving  to  *' the  Congress,"  aa  the 
paramount  power,  the  right,  **  by  law,  to  alter  the 
regulations  of  the  respective  Ststes."  "  The  Con- 
gress" refraining  to  do  this,  the  State  regulations  are 
plenary,  and  must  be  sustained.     The  wise  and  ex- 
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pcTMnced  ar«,  therefore,  not  at  libcrtj  to  let  it  eseapa 
consideration,  that  the  exerciae  of  this  right  of  aover- 
•igntj  is  not  left  a  vafrant,  capricious,  or  deapotic  act 
•f  power.     In  all  well-regulated  commuDities,  it  mast 
be  a  creature  of  law :  and  it  is  our  pride   and   boast 
that  this  principle  is  recognised   and  protected.     Our 
GoTemment  is  emphatically  a  Government  of  laws, 
and  not  exactly  a  (lovernment  of  precedents,  which 
may  be   arbitrary,  and  shape  an  individual  case.     If 
the  prescribed  provisions  of  law  are  not  strictly  observed 
in  this  exerdae  of  sovereignty,  it  i/>  dilficult  to  define 
the  rules  by  which  it  is  regulated  and  secured.     It  is 
apprehended  to  be  a  point  established,  that,  in  every 
legitimate  exercise  of  the  rigUt  of  suffrage  by  the  free- 
men, they  are  to  yield  obedience  to  existing  ordinances 
and   regulations,  and  cannot  be  supposed  to   act  in 
tlicir  sovereign  capacity,  except  they  act  in  obedience 
te   the   express    laws    they    have    caused    to    be   en- 
acted.    A  perfect  conformity  to  all  the  requirements 
would  seem,  therefore,  essential  to  the  consummation 
I  of  the   act  of  election.     I    also   consider,  that,  while 
without  the  law,  whether  in    their  individual   or  cor- 
porate capacity,  the  freemen  are  estopped  from  claim- 
ing any  right  or  privilege,  nor  can   they  confer  any. 
Any  non-conformity  to  the  statute  oi  elections  by  one 
-  portion  of  freemen,  is  never  to  be  construed  to  impair 
the  rights  of  another   portion  of  freemen,  who  bold 
rights  in  consideration  of  their  fidelity  to  the  Idws  in 
such  case  made   nnd  provided.     Imperfect  rights  can 
never  sustain  competition  with  perfect  rights. 

From  this  view  of  the  principles  bearing  upon  the 
case,  I  am  pertiuaded  that  the  depositing,  assorting, 
and  counting  of  the  ballots  rendered  by  the  freemen. 
and  the  sealing  up  and  returning  the  amount  deposited, 
in  the  form,  time,  and  manner  expressly  prescribed,  to 
the  ultimate  State  tribunal  of  decision,  in  order  that 
1  Um  *n^*i*^^  ^'"  ^^  ^^^  freemen  may  be  known,  is 
ioiparatively  required  to  consummate  the  act  uf  elec- 
tion, and  perfect  a  choice.  The  requisites  of  the  stat* 
ute  of  the  State  arc  guards  placed  around  the  sacred 
character  of  the  elective  right,  to  preserve  its  purity, 
and  give  to  its  exercise  all  the  necessary  protection  and 
.  solemnities  ;  are  therefore  to  be  considered  parcel  of 
it,  and  essential ;  and  their  particular  application  by 
the  law  and  usages  of  Vermont,  is  by  the  freemen  ; 
and  I  dwell  with  much  emphasis  upon  the  fact,  it  is 
their  act,  as  they  select  and  appoint  special  agents, 
whose  character  and  conduct  they  know,  and  in  whom 
they  repose  especial  confidence. 

This  settled  order  of  business,  touching  elections,  as 
4  prescribed  by  the  respective  States,  it  would  seem,  is 
obligatory  on  the  decisions  of  the  House  of  Kepresen- 
tativae,  regarding  the  elections  of  its  members,  unless 
"  the  Congress,  by  law,  have  altered  such  regulations." 
This  conclusion  is  founded  on  the  fourth  seclion  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  Union  ;  it  is  also  founded  on  the 
broad  basi^  of  good  sense,  so  far  foith  as  it  limits  dis- 
cretion, and  the  range  of  decisions,  to  the  system  of 
rules  prescribed  in  the  law  of  each  respective  State. 
It  ahields,  also,  from  the  imputation  of  caprice  and 
inagalarity,  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  sufiVage,  the 
manifestations  of  the  will  of  the  freemen,  and  the  de- 
cisions of  the  representative  body  of  the  nation  :  and, 
inasmuch  as  the  law  of  the  State  ia  not  in  derogation 
of  the  Constitution,  or  any  law  of  the  Union,  but  pur- 
suant to  the  Constitution,  I  feel  much  confidence  that 
the  statute  of  the  State,  the  practices  of  the  freemen, 
and  the  official  exposUtoiu  and  decisions  under  it,  will 
be  reapectad. 


That  I  may  not  be  misunderstood,  I  ask  leave  to 
remark  that,  under  a  case  of  impeachment  of  State 
proceedings,  the  power  of  the  House,  and  the  duty  of 
its  committee,  I  apprehend  ia  to  inquire  whether,  in 
all  the  stages  of  proceedings,  the  Constitution  of  the 
Union,  and  the  State  regulations  aa  to  time,  place,  and 
mode  of  proceedings,  have  been  observed  ;  and  if,  in 
the  investigation,  it  is  Ibund  the  State  regulations  are 
agreeably  to  the  Constitution,  and  the  requisiteaof  the 
law  have  been  regarded,  the  proceedings  of  the  freemen 
and  decisions  of  the  Slate  tribunals  are  in  good  faith 
to  be  recognised  and  accredited  ;  otherwise  the  State 
law  is  an  act  of  supererogation,  and  a  nullity.  Hence 
I  admitted  the  persuasion,  that  the  House  of  Rirpre- 
sentalives  would  never  aasume  a  power  which  can  only 
be  exercised  by  the  Congress,  and,  therefore,  the  State 
laws  and  proceedings  would  be  adjudged  plenary,  ex- 
cept previously  modified  by  a  law  of  Congress ;  and 
that,  on  the  contrary,  if  the  law  is  in  derogation  uf  the 
Constitution,  or  the  proceedings  are  not  pursuant  to 
the  statute,  or  provided  the  agents  of  the  freemen  have 
been  fraudulent,  or  the  tribunals  of  decision  have  been 
perverse  and  copupt,  then,  indeed,  the  procedure  is 
nugatory,  and  will  be  ao  declared ;  then  the  power  of 
the  House  will  be  found  reotedial,  and  autficicntly 
ample. 

As  a  regard  to  the  will  and  prerogatives  of  the  free- 
men, and  a  tender  care  of  their  interests,  is  ever  a  par- 
amount inclination  and  duty  with  a  faithful  Represen- 
tative ;  and  as  this  case  may  seem  to  involve  their 
rights  and  interests,  and  a  mistake  in  reasoning  on 
this  case  may  happen,  whereby  their  just  rights  may, 
in  fact,  be  sacrificed,  I  would  inquire,  lor  whom  is  this 
investigation  instituted  !  Not  for  the  freemen.  They 
have  no  petition  here  ;  their  rights  are  not  implicated  ; 
they  do  not  feel  injured.  I  repeat,  the  freemen  of 
Vermont  have  preferred  no  claim  ;  and  yet,  as  Repre- 
sentatives, it  becomes  the  House  and  its  committees  to 
cherish  the  rights  of  those  freemen  who  have  been  in- 
dustrious and  faithful  to  their  own  rights,  afid  wlio,  by 
their  diligence,  have  shown  fidelity  to  the  law.  I  re- 
peat, they  ask  no  other  intervention  ;  they  have  taken 
no  step;  they  care  not.  The  law  is  the  guardian  of 
their  rights,  and  they  know  it;  and  they  aak  uo  other 
exercise  of  guardianship  here.  The  freemen  of  Ver- 
mont are  also  aware  that  vigilance  is  their  only  safe- 
guard, the  title  deed  of  their  immunities.  I'hey  a»k 
not  for  the  few  who  have  not  been  industrious  and 
faithful  to  their  rights  ;  they  ask  not  that  the  beneficial 
and  liberal  system  of  legislative  wisdom  and  providence 
should  be  made  a  s.-tcrifice  on  the  unhallowed  altar  uf 
indolence  and  indifference,  or  that  the  cousummated 
rights  of  the  faithful  should  be  immolated. 

I  beg  leave  to  say,  had  I  respected  the  rights  of  the 
freemen  less,  or  had  I  been  Iom  sensible  of  the  para- 
mount motives  which  influence  honorable  members,  I 
should  have  withheld  reiterations  of  these  facta;  I 
should  have  contented  myself  with  saying  the  freemen 
are  not  injured.  Decide  as  members  may,  the  freemen 
of  Vermont  have  their  full  representation  ;  the  fr»cmrn 
of  the  Union  are  not  injured,  for  Vermont  has  but  its 
due  proportion  of  representation. 

Who  are  these  petty  town  and  county  officers,  whom 
my  opponent  speaks  of  as  giving  members  to  this 
House  !  They  are  the  fathers  and  guardians  of  the 
freemen's  interests  ;  the  choice  men  of  each  corpora- 
tion ;  selected,  yes,  approved  and  ap|x>ioted  by  the 
freemen  themselves,  as  their  legal  and  respected  de- 
positaries, and  their  agents  to  perform  and  fulfil  tor 
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them  the  law,  that  not  one  jot  or  tittle  thereof  fiail  of 

its  accomplishment ;  their  acts  are  the  acts  of  the  fritf- 
men.  This  question  should  be  stripped  of  all  bias  for 
the  freemeii,  except  to  sustain  the  institutions  which 
define  and  regulate  theu  immunities.  By  whom  is  it 
asked  that  State  regulations  should  be  disregarded  ? 
Certainly  not  by  the  freemen^  Such  as  have  neglected 
the  legal  modes  and  certainties,  and  abandoi>ed  their 
rights  which  the  law  sustains,  would  have  been  estop- 
ped, by  reason  of  their  own  laches,  from  asking  the 
prostration  or  suspension  of  a  State  system  ;  for  the 
favor  of  law  is  not  towards  them. 

I  beg  leave  to  ask,  uf  whom  is  the  destruction  of  a 
Stale  system  required  ?  The  Coistitution  and  law  of 
the  Union  are  not  asked  ;  but  it^  asked  of  a  branch 
of  Congress,  the  people'*  Representatives.  And  shall 
one  branch  of  the  law-making  power  do  it,  under  the 
arbitrary  doctrine  of  precedent  alone  !  No.  Ours  is 
a  Government  uf  express  laws.  Adjudicated  prece- 
dents of  piactice  are,  not  unfrequently,  beneficial,  and 
perfect  the  provident  work  of  a  J^egislature,  and,  in  all 
cases  of  doubt  and  ambiguity,  they  the  rather  lean  to 
prop  freemen's  diligence  and  fidelity.  For  any  indi- 
vidoal,  then,  should  "shame  light"  upon  a  system  es- 
tablished by  a  State  sovereignty  ?  \The  answer  is  to 
the  case  and  in  point.  The  case" is  a  case  of  strict 
right  between  individuals. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject,  I  proceed  to  remind  the 
committee  ul  my  opponent's  remark,  that  "  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  State  may  alwaya  be  considered  prima 
facie  correct."  The  proceedings  in  a  State,  done 
fairly,  and  conformably  to  law,  in  ray  opinion,  are 
more  than  prima  fade  correct ;  they  are  as  record 
evidence,  which  cannot  be  contradicted  or  altered  by 
parol  testimony.  IVeglect  or  mistake  may  defeat  the 
rights  of  the  freemen,  by  reason  of  not  perfecting  the 
evidence  ol  a  fact,  or  the  legal  manifestation  uf  their 
will.  The  plea  of  neglect,  or  mistake,  cannot  be  urged 
to  contradict,  vary,  or  destroy  a  legal  proceeding,  nor 
defeat  a  legal  and  vested  right.  State  proceedings 
may  be  destroyed,  by  showing  there  was  corruption- 
Actual  fraud,  or  corruption,  in  any  stage  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, and  in  whatever  shape  it  satisfectorily  ap- 
pears, eradicates  an  otherwise  consummated  right ; 
because  it  determines  it  no  record,  no  act.  I  urge 
these  doctrines  the  more  strenuously,  because  the  case 
under  consideration  is  a  question  of  strict  right  be- 
tween two  individuals-  My  opponent  does  nut  allege 
corruption,  nor  prove  fraud  ;  his  parol  testimony  there- 
fore is  inadmissible,  and  altogether  insufficient  to  im- 
peach legal  State  proceedings,  and  my  rights,  which 
are  sanctioned  by  the  highest  tribunal  thereof,  and 
consummated  by  the  signature  of  the  Chief  Magistrate 
and  the  seal  of  the  State-  I  consider  my  right  to  a 
seat  in  the  House  of  Representatives  identified  with 
the  rights  of  the  greatest  number  of  diligent  freemen, 
vith  the  law,  and  the  decisions  of  the  State  authorities. 

I  contend,  for  yet  other  reasons,  that  the  statute  of 
Vermont  is  to  be  in  force,  and  its  requirements  to  be 
held  ia  violate.  Deducible  from  it  are  the  soundest  rules 
of  evidence;  the  best  of  which  the  case  is  susceptible. 
I  bold  on  to  thie  ground  with  the  more  confidence, 
because,  in  so  doing,  I  conform  to  the  decisions  of  the 
last  and  final  tribunals  of  the  Sbite — I  mean  the  tri- 
banal  of  canvass,  and  the  representatives  of  the  State 
in  General  Assembly,  to  whom  the  committee  of 
canvass  report.  Here  it  waa  solemnly  and  explicitly 
decided  by  actual  vote,  after  due  debate  and  delibera- 
tion, that  the  votes  of  the  fireemea  in  any  incorporated 


I  town,  wanting  in  any  of  the  requirements  of  the  law, 
I  must  be  deemed  illegal,  and  be  rejected.  Comment 
I  is  probably  unnecessary,  yet  I  trust  I  shall  be  indulged 
I  in  remarking,  it  is  an  acknowledged  principle  that  the 
I  will  of  the  freemen,  unaccompanied  by  any  act,  can- 
'  not  consummate  a  choice,  because  there  can  be  no 
\  manifestation  of  their  will.  In  towna  where  the  choice 
j  is  to  be  determined  by  ballot,  the  will  of  no  individoid 
j  freeman  can  be  accounted  any  thing,  except  he  makes 
I  deposite  of  his  vote  in  the  ballot  t>ox,  tox  canvass,  at 
I  the  legal  time  and  place.  And  in  order  that  the  ag- 
I  gregate  vote  of  the  freemen  may  be  manifested,  every 
I  political  corporation  must  make  deposite  of  the  amount 
;  of  its  votes  at  the  legal  place,  to  the  appointed  board, 
j  and  in  legal  time.  As,  in  the  first  instance,  the  bal- 
{  lot  deposite  is  the  highest  possible  manifestation  of  the 
,  will  of  the  individual  freemen,  precisely  in  the  same 
I  manner,  in  the  second  instance,  the  deposite  is  the 
I  highest  and  most  solemn  manifestation  of  the  aggre- 
'■  gate  will  of  the  freemen  of  the  State.  The  portion 
omitting  to  do  this  prescribed  act  have  abandoned 
\  their  rights,  and,  by  their  own  lathe*,  have  rendered 
their  rights  imperfect  and  inchoate,  and  the  power  of 
I  reclaiming  or  perfecting  them  is  lost. 

Before  I  proceed  to  an  examination  of  the  preee- 

j  dents  quoted  by  my  opponent,  I  respectfully  ask  leave 

I  to  urge  that  the  use  of  precedents  arrayed  against  the 

check  usages,  or  precautionary  ordinances  of  Slates, 

is  only  to  be  justified   on  an  extraordinary  occasion. 

They  are  to  l>«  used  with  great  caution  and  the  sound- 

I  est  discretion,  at  all  times,  and  are  never  to  be  adopted 

;  to  destroy  legal  certainty,  or  to  extend  the   consum- 

I  mation  of  an  act  beyond  the  statute  period  of  conclu- 

<  sion.     Even  the  sovereign  power  of  Congress  has  its 

limitations,  and  an  integral  portion  of  that  aathoritj 

'  lias  its  restraints.     I  hold  it  correct  in  principle,  that, 

,  until   the   Constitution   shall   have   been  modified,  or 

I  until  the  Congress  shall  have  altered,  by  law,  the  State 

,  election   regulations,  and  made   a  uniform  course  of 

j  practice,  the  decisions  touching  elections  cannot  be 

I  uniform,   but  must  be  graduated  to  the  varying  and 

I  peculiar  regulations  of  each  State  respectively.     The 

'  requisites  of  return,  dec,  prescribed  in  the  law  of  Ver- 

I  mont,  were  suggested  by   practical  abuses,  or  well- 

I  founded  apprehensions  ol  imposition  on  the  fair  rights 

t  and  will  of  the  freemen,  and  were  intended  as  checks 

and  adequate  guards  against  their  recurrence  and  ez- 

isleoce.     The   like  evils  may  only  sectionally  occur, 

and  the  like   apprehensions   may   arise   from   causes 

purely  local.     The  like  remedies  and  precautions  will 

;  not,  therefore,  generally  detoaad  legislative  iotarposi- 

I  tion.     And  to  break  down  provisions  of  this  character 

by  the  power  of  precedents,  adopted  under  other  cir- 

'  cuffistances,  cannot  be  friendly  to  the  dearest  rights  of 

i  freemen. 

The  uniform  principles  of  decision  in  the  New  Eng- 
I  land  States,  as  I  have  been  informed  by  honorable  gen- 
tlemen, have  been  strictly  with  their  laws.     And  if  the 
I  laws  and  decisions  of  States  are  to  be  held  of  no  weight 
,  and  nugatory,  I  am  of  opinion  the  safer  course  is  for 
I  "  the  Congress"  to  alter  the  State  regulations  by  /ati;, 
I  and  that  the  altering  or  nuUifying  them  by  mere  pre- 
cedents is  questionable  and  rarely  to  be  tolerated. 
I       Inaamuch  as  precedents  of  ibu  character  are  alleged 
by  my  opponent  to  exist,  I  proceed  to  examine  them. 
The  detailed  report  of  cases,   with   all  the  facta  and 
reasons  governing  the  precedent,  are  necessary  to  find 
its  analogy  and  relationship  to  the  case  in  considera- 
tion.    The  cited  case  of  Georgia  is  an  entirely  differ* 
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•nt  case.     The  reasons  for  non-compliance  with  the 
Uw  regarding  returna,  was   not  nrged  aa  a  lachea  of 
the  freemen,  but  was  a  providential  prohibition.     The 
maxim  that  the  "act  of  God  injures  no  man,"  in  this 
case  has  all  iu  force,  and  is  not  to  be  disputed  ;  the 
decision  was   correct.     It  can  have  no  bearing  in  the 
present  case,  which  was  an  abandonment  by  the  free- 
men of  their  legal  righu,  as,  in  the  case  of  the  town 
of  Goahen,  they  neglected   to  make  return,   not  only 
within  the  lepol  period,  but  even  to  this  day.     And  in 
the  towns  of  Fairhaven,  Plymouth,  and  Mansfield,  the 
case  was  determined  against  them,  under  solemn  ad- 
judication, by  reason  of  their  own  acts.     They  did  not 
obey  the  law,  by  reason   of  indolence,  or  a  want  of 
diligence,  neither  of  which  is  a  competent  plea  to  delay 
or  change  the  operation  of  law,  or  to  arrest  and  subvert 
ha  commandments.     The  case  of  Georgia,  by  an  exam- 
ination  of  it  in  its  details,  shows  that  the  returning 
officer  is  admitted  to  have  made  use  of  all  due  dili- 
gence.    And  the  allegation  was,  that,  by  reason  of  an 
''vnusal  and  tremendous  storm,  or  hurricane,  by  which 
the  country  was  inundated,  bridges  were  swept  away, 
tnd  the  ways  were  rendered  impassable,  he  was  pre- 
vented  by  this  act    of  God  from   fulfilling  the   law. 

•  There  is,  therefore,  no  aimilitude  in  the  cases,  and  the 
■  precedent  does  not  apply,  and  in  fact  is  no  precedent ; 

•  It  is  a  solitary  case.     The  fact  to  be  decided  was  as  to 
the  adtnUtion  of  proof  of  the  alleged  act  of  providen- 
tial prohibition  regarding  return.     So  far  as  regarded 
thia  point,  it  may  be  received,  and  sUnd  as  an  unset- 
tied,  solitary  precedent.     Inferences,  remarks,  or  de- 
cisions,  l)eyona  the  point  in  issue,  or  submission,  are 
exta-judicial  and   without   the  case,  and   cannot   be 
drawn  in  as  precedent.     This  I  judge  to  be  a  distinction 
correct  in  principle,  and  warranted  by  practice.     The 
present  caae  was   a   non-observance  of  law,  without 
any  alleged  providential   excuse  ;  it  was  an  essentisl 
legal  tacAet  of  the  freemen— the /ac/  is  acknowledged 
by  my  opponent,  that  the  Uw  was  not  complied  with. 
The  detiiion  called  for  was,  I  repeat,  aa  to  evidence 
regarding  the  cause  of  failure,   and  they  decided  not 
to  "receive  any  evidence  on  that  point;"  all  besides  is 
to  be  considered  argument.      It  might  be  logic  in  that 

■  peculiar  caae.  There  is,  however,  an  important  dis- 
tinction in  that  from  the  present  case  which  1  have 
here  mentioned.  The  doctrinea  of  precedent  should 
never  set  statutes  at  defiance,  and  bring  into  contem[tt 

•  the  acts  of  a  Legislature  ;  they  are  to  1>«  taken  in  their 
moat  strict  sense,  and  are  never  to  abolish  express, 
fixed.  Constitutional  law.  The  doctrine  of  precedent, 
in  any  other  view,  is  perilous  and  dangerous  in  the 
extreme.  It  '■  assumes  power  without  control,  on  the 
spur  of  the  occasion,  and  after  the  fact,  and  makes  its 
decision  the  iaw  and  the  judgment."  If  there  ia  "filed 
law,"  it  muat  be  followed  :  if  there  is  no  law,  "the 
judgment  on  any  particular  case  ia  the  law  of  that 
single  case  only,  and  dies  with  iu"  And  this  is  more 
emphatically  a  aound  principle,  under  our  Govern- 
ment. 

The  extra-judicial  remarks  in  the  cited  precedent 
caae  are  of  such  dbogerous  measure  as  to  |)lace  States 
in  a  humiliating  predicament.  The  freemen,  in  their 
sovereign  capacity,  pursue  duties  and  perform  acts, 
agrceabljr  to  their  laws,  which  they  enacted  as  bar- 
riers of  safety,  and  within  which  they  reposed  in  con- 
fidence. Yet,  after  all,  a  precedent  never  promulgated 
can  sink  its  character  and  importance;  destroy,  by  a 
touch,  the  mainspring  of  its  power,  and  disaulve  all  it# 
aancttona  and  securities.     It  is  a  predicament  which 


exhibits  a  most  unnatural  state  of  things;  as  the  only 
power,  competent  to  create  a  new  power, is  the  "Con- 
grew,"  and  they  may  do  it  by  law.  In  the  present 
case  I  desire  it  may  not  be  forgotten  that  the  return  is 
the  act  of  the  freemen,  and  the  omission  of  return  by 
any  portion  is  their  own  laehet,  as  the  returning  agent 
is  a  creature  of  their  own  appointment,  and  his  legal 
neglect  concludes  a  forfeiture. 

The  case  from   Massachusetts,  of  Baylies  and  Tur- 
ner, named  by  an  honorable  member  of  the  committee, 
regarding  the  addition  or  omission  of  "junior,"  ia  a 
case,  in  my  apprehension,  distinctly  marked  as  inap- 
plicable.    The  freemen,  in   that  case,  felt  aggrieved, 
and  they  petitioned.     In  the  investigation  of  the  case 
in  which  this  decision  was  had,  it  was  found  that  Tur- 
ner, senior,  lived  out  of  the  district,  and  was  ineligible 
by  the  law,    and  as  dead ;  and  therefore  the  freemen 
are  not   to  be  supposed   to  vote  for  a  person  dead  in 
law,  or  natually  dead.     I  believe  it  is  a  settled  princi- 
ple in  judicial  proceedings,  that  the  affixing  or  omit- 
ting the  appellation  of  "junior,"  may  be  Sufficiently 
certain  ;  and   it  becomes  a  fact  to   be   inquired   into, 
whether  the  person   be  well  designated  and   known 
by    either  description,  as  well   by  one  name  as    the 
other  ;   and  I  consider,    in  a  case  of  ineligibility,  or 
actual  death,  the  fact    is  clearly   ascertained.      The 
cases  of  "jun."  arc  a  matter  of  fact,  and  may  be   in- 
quired into,  and  are  not  to  be  measured  by  the  same 
rule  as  legal  laehes,  which  produces  a  forfeiture.     It  is 
to  be  judged  of  according  to  the  best  evidence  pro- 
duced.    And,  in  my  judgment,  the  distinction  is  pal- 
pable between  this  class  of  cases  and  the  present  case, 
where  in  the  original  return  an  entirely  distinct  name 
is  entered.     Msllory  and  Hammond,  in   no  case,  can 
come  under  one  and  the  same   description    of  person, 
or  be  understood,  under  any  circumstsnces   less  than 
legislative  interference,  which   msy  give  a  new  name, 
as  designating  one  and  the  same  pemon.     The  case 
of  Woodbury,  by  my  opponent,  was  brought  to  this 
class  of  precedents;  the   cases  are  nut  snalogous,  for 
the   reasons   assigned.     If  we  pass  to  the    evidence 
which  my  opponent  has  produced,  we  shall  find   that 
the   settled    rules    of  evidence,    in    constant    practice 
in  our  courts,  invalidate  his  evidence.     The  original 
officially  sesled  ceitificate  returned  is  the  declared  and 
best  evidence,  and  made  so  by  express  law.     And  this 
evidence,  by  my  opponent's  exhibit,  shows  no  such  fact 
as  his  having  received  any  vote  in  the  town  of  Wood- 
bury.    The  copy  record   of  a   town    ia  by  no  means 
equal  evidence.     The  case  appears  to  me  analogoua  to 
the  case  of  a  deed  of  conveyance;  for  instance,  the 
original  and  sealed  deed  conveys  two  hundred  acres  of 
land  ;  the  copy  of  it  spread  upon  the  record  puts  down 
the  amount  conveyed  at  one  hundred  acres.     I  appre- 
hend no  legal  doubt  could   be   raiaed  on   a  question 
made,  which  ought  to  have  the  precedence,  and  which 
is  the  highest  snd  best  evidence,  the  original   or  the 
copy.     The  statute    in    section    six,  in    my  view,  inti- 
mates that  the  Legislature  had  the  aame  view.     They 
not  only  made  the  aealed,  original  certificate,  done  in 
statute  form,  the  legal  evidence  in   the   previous  sec- 
lions,  hut  in  the   cited   section   they  direct  "that  the 
committee  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly,  for  the 
purposes  mentioned  in  the   act,"  "shall   preserve   and 
lodge    the  original   certificates  with   the  Secretary  of 
^titte,  until  atter  the  first  session  of  Congress  for  which 
the  sdid  election  is  held." 

The  guards  and  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Vermont  ure  to  be  regarded  as  so  many  admo- 
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nitiona  of  the  fallibility  of  human  conduct  and  teati- 
mony,  and  are,  therefore,  to  be  held  as  a  definitive 
standard,  whereby  are  to  be  ascertained  the  highest 
and  only  legal  manifestation  and  expression  of  the  will 
of  the  freemen.  I  therefore  feel  constrained  to  repeat, 
that  the  original  certificate  made  out  and  sealed  in  the 
presence  of  the  meeting  of  freemen,  and  returned  to 
the  tribunal  of  aggregate  canvass,  and  which  is  sus- 
tained by  all  the  prescribed  legal  forms  and  official 
•olemnitiea,  is  the  best  evidence. '  And  that  the  copy 
of  the  record  of  the  town  of  Woodbury,  and  the  affida- 
vits procured  and  adduced  by  my  opponent  to  contra- 
dict the  original  certificate,  ta  make  the  most  of  them, 

areas  objectionable  and  uncertain;   and  their   admis-    ^ 

sioQ  to  even  an  equality  would  be  a  disregard  of  settled     ^nj  provisions  thereof  are  easy  to  be  understood  ;  and 


nent  justify  this  claasification  of  the  points  in  contest, 
viz : 

1st.  Ought  the  adjudications  of  the  State  legislative 
tribunals  of  cauvaas  to  be  overruled,  and  their  deci- 
sions to  be  reversed,  which  were  made  in  conformity 
to  the  law  and  the  usages  of  the  States,  and  in  all 
verity  and  good  faith  T 

This  point  involves  the  towns  of  Fairhaven,  Ply- 
moutl),  and  Mansfield,  whose  votes  my  opponent 
claims. 

The  attention  of  the  committee  is  respectfully  called 
td'the  law  of  the  Slate,  entitled  "An  act  for  electing 
Representatives  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  Sutes, 
and  directing  the  mode  of  their  election."   The  policy 


the  decisions  were  conformed  to  the  letter  and  spirit 
of  the  law. 

2d.  Can  the  votes  of  Goshen  be  adjudged  legal,  and 
ought  they,  upon  any  principle,  to  be  counted  for  the 
petitioner  ? 

The  votes  of  this  town  were  not  returned  at  the 
legal  period,  nor  have  they  been  returned  to  the  prea- 


principle,  unlawful,  and  dangerous  in  practice.  In 
deed,  it  is  unsafe  to  forget  that  the  treacheries  of  mem- 
ory, and  the  perverse  motives  which  too  often  actuate 
human  conduct,  are  usually  more  multiplied  after  the 
general  result  is  known  in  defeat,  and  revived  by  con- 
test, than  they  are  at  the  consummation  of  a  fact  hap- 
pening before  the  case  is  made  out.    And,  besides,  any 

adjudication  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  |  gnt  day;  there  is,  therefore,  no  legal  evidence  of  any 
al\er  the  fact,  repudiating  statute  evidence,  would,  in  ;  votes  having  been  given  at  all  by  the  freemen  of  said 
its  character  and  consequences,  be  ex  post  facto.  town  of  Goshen.   The  original  certificate  has  not  been 

The  petitioner  nor  the  sitting  member  is  to  be  put  |  exhibited,  nor  is  it  believed  there  is  any  precedent  or 
in  contest  vjkh  express  law,  nor  can  they  be  injured  ;  any  decision  relative  to  this  case, 
by  the  fair  and  full  operation  of  the   law  of  election.         3d.  Is  the  ;petitioner's  claim  to  the   count  of  vote* 
By  this  only  can  either  be  entitled  to  the   honor  of  a  ;  said  to  be  given  in  the  town  of  Woodbury,  substantiat- 
seat  as  a  member  on  the  floor  of  Congress;  and  they  '  ed  by  the 


ind 

ought  not  only  to  disclaim,  but  disdain   to  occupy  a 
seat  on  any  other  tenure.  *  i 

The  freemen  are  not  injured  by  the  law.  The  ques- 
tion, so  far  as  regards  them,  is  this :  Shall  a  majority 
of  the  freemen,  who  have  regarded  the  integrity  of  their  I 
righu,  been  diligent  in  their  duty,  and  obedient  to  law,  i 
prevail  1  Or,  shall  that  portion  of  freemen  prevail  I 
who,  like  the  unwise  virgins,  did  not  trim  their  lamps,  | 
who  neglected  their  righu  and  duties,  and  who  were  | 
unfaithful  to  the  law  7  i 

Mr.  Mallary,  who  inatituted  the  present  conteat,  re- 
ceived a  leas  number  of  the  legal  votes  of  the  freemen  | 
of  Vermont  than  did  either  of  the  sitting  members  from  | 
that  Sute ;  and  I  declare  this  in  all  soberness,  under  ; 
the  authority  of  express  law,  and  by  virtue  of  the  sane-  | 
tion  of  the  legal  SUte  authorities,  who  have  so  de-  { 
clarcd  the  law  and  the  fact ;  and  I  do  it  more  boldly,  | 
as  collusion  or  fraud  is  not  alleged  in  any  stage  of  the  | 
proceedinga. 

The  habiu  of  the  freemen,  by  usage,  are  in  con- 
formity to  the  law ;  they  have  decided  for  the  law,  and 
in  practice  they  have  observed  it  in  iU  strictness,  ex- 
cept the  small  number  of  from   two  to  three  hundred.  ' 
The  ogents  of  the  freemen,  and  the  tribunals  "*of  the  | 
law,  have  decided   for  it.     The  Constitution   of  the  ; 
Union  authorizes  it,  and,  from  an  imperative  sense  of  ' 
duty  to  the  freemen,  to  the  law,  and  the  Sute  author- 
ities, and  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Union,  I  solicit 
the  representative  branch  of  Congress  and  iU  commit- 
tee to  confirm  the  law  of  the  State,  and  every  and  all 
iu  providiona,  guards,  and  aolemnities,  according  to 
the  long  settled  judicial  usages  of  construction,  and  the 
rules  of  evidence.     Nor  can  I  doubt  it.     Detection  of 


^  ,_.    best  evidence  1     And  ought  the  said  vote*, 

claimed  to  be  given  for  my  opponent,  on  the  evidence 
exhibited,  to  be  taken  down  in  the  estimate  of  votes  to 
be  made  here  to  defeat  my  righul  And  is  the  sUtute 
evidence,  the  original  official  return  of  the  returning 
officer,  repudiated  T  * 

I  cannot  allow  myself,  for  a  moment,  to  entertain 
an  idea  that  the  House  of  Representatives,  or  iU  com- 
mittee, will  so  decide  as  virtually  to  repeal  or  render 
nugatory  the  cautious  and  prudent  enactmenU,  the 
express  law  of  a  State  sovereignty,  or  the  deliberate 
decisions  of  iU  authorities;  or  that  the  plaineat  and 
most  settled  rules  of  construction  and  evidence  will  be 
prostrated ;  or  that  these  guaranties  of  the  freemen 
will  become  as  lodgers  or  exiles  in  the  metropolis. 

The  present  period,  marked  by  the  absence  of  poUt- 
ical  asperity  and  party  prejudices,  is  perhaps  a  favora- 
ble period  to  alter  by  law  the  election  regulations  of 
States,  and  to  substitute  a  uniform  system.  This,  how- 
ever, is  a  different  consideration,  and  only  advanced 
at  this  time  in  allusion  to  argu menu  before  suggested, 
touching  power. 

It  is  a  remark  frequently  made,  that  precedenU  are 
not  necessarily,  and  ought  rarely  to  be  binding  on 
a  legislative  body.  The  views  taken  of  a  subject  may 
be  different;  motivea  extraneous  may  bi»8  the  judg- 
ment, and  give  to  it  erroneous  tendencies.  The  ^i°^ 
through  which  we  have  just  passed,  I  think,  give  ad- 
ditional force  to  the  remark,  and  induces  the  necessity 
of  caution  and  technical  nicety  in  their  admission,  if 
admitted  at  all,  to  justify  a  contested  and  doubtful  ex- 
ercise of  power.  I  wish  it  most  disUnctly  understood 
that  I  rest  my  case  on  the  law  of  the  Sute,  and  the 
Constitution  of  the  Union.    I  strenuously  and  boldly 


frauds  upon  the  law,  and  impositions  upon  the  freemen,  i  urge  that  the  power  of  the  House  of  R«F«*«"*»/  ^ 
^  *^    ■  '  •■  and  iu  committee,  as  judges  of  the  election,  returna, 

and  qualification  of  members,  are  Umited  to  the  law  of 
.K-   M.».»  .n.t   f he  Constitution:  thev  are  to  inquire 


will  receive  rebuke.     A  prodigal  use  of  power  will  not 
be  sanctioned  anywhere. 

I  therefore  would  move  the  committee  to  view  the 
case  in  the  following  order,  and  make  their  decision 
accordingly.     The  facU  and  statement  of  my  oppo- 


the  Stote  and  the  Constitution;  they  are  to  mquire 
and  decide  whether  either  have  been  infringed,  and 
whether  all  proceedings  have  been  done  in  good  faitlv 
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Tliey  are  not  authorized  to  step  behind  a  Constitational 
statute,  except  to  see  whether  its  provisions  have  been 
regarded.  'Hie  statute  is  the  act  of  the  freemen,  and 
is  the  expression  of  their  will ;  and  it  is  as  vitallj  im- 
portant to  them  aa  the  depoaite  of  their  ballots.  The 
House  of  Representatives,  without  the  co-operation 
of  the  other  branch  of  Congress,  cannot  pass  behind 
the  law  of  Vermont,  to  alter  or  contradict  it.  without 
the  exercise  of  unconstitutional  and  dangerous  power. 
They  would  do  no  act  of  friendship  to  the  freemen, 
by  throwing  to  all  the  winds  their  statutes  and  their 
poKcy,^nd  exercises  within  it  I  have  examined  the 
manusffipt  decisions  "touching  elections,  and  I  find 
none  at  variance  with  the  ideas  and  principles  I  have 
suggested.  The  decisions  on  points  in  issue,  from  my 
observation,  either  sound  in  frauJ,  or  are  mattera  of 
fact,  which,  by  settled  judicial  precedent  and  practice, 
have  been  considered  suitable  matters  to  be  inquired 
into  under  proper  pleas.  They  have  never  decided 
that  rights  legally  abandoned,  or  rights  lost  by  legal 
laches,  might  be  reclaimed  and  perfected  out  uf  legal 
"time,  place,  and  manner."  They  have  attached  to, 
and  involved  in  their  reports  extra-judicial  inference 
and  remark,  which  I  think  no  man  will  declare  is  to 
be  drawn  in  as  precedent.  The  cases  of  "junior,"  as 
I  have  treated  them.  I  consider  famiiiarto  lawyers  and 
jgdges,  and  known  under  legal  authority.  Other  cases 
of  inquiry  and  decision,  as  to  qualifications  of  voters, 
whenever  acted  upon,  were,  I  believe,  expressly  alleg- 
ed to  have  been  received  contrary  to  law,  and  by  reason 
of  imposition  or  deception.  The  general  character  of 
questions  made,  and  decisions  had,'  are  of  tbid  class, 
and  did  not  arise,  nor  appear  in  decision,  in  opposition 
to  express  law.  I  can  find  no  case,  where,  in  the 
course  of  inquiry  as  to  qualifications  of  voters,  the 
State  statutes  have  not  been  esteemed  the  standard 
tests.  Should  I  have  overlooked  any  cases  of  different 
character,  and  which  may  bear  on  the  present  case, 
they  should  be  published,  in  order  that  conflicting  de- 
cisions, tribunals,  and  laws,  may  find  the  necessary 
remedy. 

I  remember  (and  presume  it  is  within  the  knowledge 
of  ethers)  at  the  last  Congress,  in  the  case  of  Mercer 
and  Mason,  a  question  as  to  the  legal  construction  of 
the  election  law  of  Virginia  was  raised  incidentally  in 
committee.  The  aection  in  point  was  considered  am- 
biguous, and  susceptible  of  two  constructions,  by  sev- 
eral professional  members  of  the  committee.  Inquiry 
was,  therefore,  gone  into,  to  ascertain  the  practical 
lifffenition  or  exposition  of  the  law  by  the  State  of  Vir- 
g  vtia ;  and  when  that  wa^  satisfactorily  found,  the  de- 
ci:^ons  of  the  committee  took  the  same  direction. 

j,  therefore,  for  my  constituents,  protest  against  the 
reyjvancy  and  authority  of  inference  and  remarks 
OQfde  extra-judicially,  and  extraneous  of  the  point 
strictly  in  issue,  and  the  more  especially  when  they 
lend  to  nullify  State  laws,  repudiate  State  practice, 
and  consequently  draw  after  them  unlicensed  and  dan- 
(^roas  power. 

If,  however,  it  is  deemed  correct  that  decisions  made 
here,  under  sny  circumstances,  are  paramount  law, 
wherefore  are  they  not  promulgated  ?  And  the  mode 
and  reasons  which  gave  them  being  and  power  should 
have  equal  publicity.  It  should  be  generally  known 
whether  they  passed  after  solemn  argument  and  pro- 
found investigation,  or  whether  silently,  and  without 
question.  Sutes,  then,  might  modify  or  repeal  their 
laws  altogether,  and  "  the  Congress"  might  direct  that 
original  votes  be  received  and  returned  without  the 


mediation  of  State  aathorities,  nrm  coarse  leas  hamili- 
ating  to  State  sovereignties,  and  for  both,  more  dig- 
nified than  a  conflict  between  written  and  unwritten 
law. 

I  make  no  pretensions  to  legal  precision  ;  still  I  feel 
a  degree  of  confidence  that  meml)ers  having  legal 
acuteness  will  recognise  the  distinctions  to  which  I 
have  alluded. 

I  have  treated  the  subject  as  I  honestly  view  it,  and 
as  involving  policy,  principles,  and  interests,  of  more 
than  individual  concern,  chiefly  in  consequence  of  doc- 
trines assumed  by  my  opponent,  possibly  by  the  loose 
manner  of  putting  down  precedents  he  haa  urged,  and 
the  danger  of  their  extension  or  progression  in  appli- 
cation beyond  points  not  definitively  in  issue,  under 
the  original  reported  case. 

I  respectfully  submit  for  consideration  mj  views  of 
the  case,  and  the  case  itself. 

O.  C.  MERRILL. 


Thurbday,  January  6. 

Mr.  Wendover  presented  a  petition  of  ihc 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
praying  that  the  credit  now  allowed  by  law  for 
the  duties  on  goods  imported  into  the  United 
States  may  not  be  changed  to  a  cash  payment,  and 
tiiat  a  moderate  duty  may  be  imposed  on  all  sales 
at  auction. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  SwEARiNur..N  presented  a  petition  of  the 
president  and  directors  of  the  Central  Bank  of 
Cveorgetown  and  Washington,  praying  for  a  re- 
newal of  their  charter,  with  certain  mcnlifirations 
and  amendments  therein  stated ;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Coniinittee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  Anderso.v,  from  the  Committer  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
William  Mcintosh,  accompanied  with  a  bill  for 
his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution submitted  by  .Mr.  Woodbridge  on  the  17th 
ultimo,  directing  them  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  for  the  final  adjustment  of  the 
ancient  titles  to  land  within  the  Territory  of 
Michigan  ;  and  the  resolution  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  with  direc- 
tions to  make  the  said  inquiry. 

Mr.  Cobb,  from  the  committee  on  so  much  of 
the  President's  Message  as  relates  to  the  public 
buildings,  made  a  report,  which  was  read  ;  when 
Mr.  C.  reported  a  bill  making  ajtpropriations  to 
supply  the  deficiency  in  the  appropriations  hereto- 
fore made  for  the  completion  of  the  repairs  of  the 
north  and  south  wings  of  the  Capitol,  for  finishing 
the  President's  House,  and  the  erection  of  two 
new  Executive  offices ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  .Nary,  transmitting  a 
statement  of  the  expenditure  and  application  of 
the  moneys  drawn  from  the  Treasury  on  account 
of  the  Navy,  during  the  year  ending  the  30th  of 
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September,  1819,  and  of  the  unexpended  balances 
of  former  appropriations  remaining  in  the  Treas- 
ury on  the  Ist  October,  1819;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  schedule 
of  fees  proper  to  be  allowed  and  taxed  for  the  offi- 
cers of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  district  of  Louisiana,  prepared  and  transmitted 
by  the  judge  of  that  district,  in  obedience  to  the 
resolution  of  this  House  of  the  22d  February  last ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr.  TccKER,  of  Virginia,  after  offering  some 
explanatory  remarks,  and  some  facts  to  show  the 
expediency  of  his  object,  submitted  the  following 
motion,  which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
further  provisions,  by  law,  for  the  custody  of  persons 
imprisoned  under  the  authority  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Bctlkr,  of  Louisiana,  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  was  instructed  to  in- 
quire whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  further  pro- 
visions are  necessary  to  define  and  punish  the 
crime  of  piracy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Trea-sury  ^vas  directed  to  lay  before  this  House 
statemenU  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
United  States  from  the  commencement  of  the 
Federal  Government  until  the  Slst  day  of  De- 
cember last,  distinguishing  the  revenue  derived 
from  customs,  internal  taxes,  direct  tax,  postage, 
public  lands,  and  miscellaneous  sources;  and  also  ' 
classing  the  expenditures  under  the  following 
heads :  MUiUiry,  viz :  pay  and  subsistence  of  the 
Army,  fortifications,  ammunition,  arms,  arining 
the  militia,  detachments  of  militia,  services  of  mi- 
litia, services  of  volunteers;  Indian  department, 
naoal  dcpartmeiU,  fortiya  intercount,  civil  list,  mis- 
ceUait-o'ut  cioil  experiues,  nrolutiauary  peiisioHXy  othtr 
petigiaim  ;  exhibiting  an  iiggregate  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  for  each  year,  sejiaratelv. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  ''An  act 
making  a  |)artial  appropriation  for  the  military 
service  of  tlie  United  States  for  the  year  1820,' 
with  amendments.  They  have  also  passed  bills 
of  the  following  titles,  to  wit:  ''An  act  to  provide 
for  obtaining  accurate  staunuents  of  the  foreign 
commerce  of  the  United  States,"  and  "An  act  lor 
the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of 
Nicholas  Vreeland,  deceased;"  in  which  amend- 
ments  and  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  | 

House. 

The  said  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  read, 
and,  together  with  the  bill,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  bills  trom  the  Senate  above  mentioned 
were  severally  read  twice,  and  referred,  the  former 
to  the  Committee  of  Commerce,  and  the  latter  to 
the  tJommittee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr.  DAKLiNaxoN  submitteil  the  following  pre- 
amble and  resolution : 


Whereas  there  appears  to  be  considerable  diaaetb- 
faction  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, who  reside  without  the  limits  of  the  city  of 
Washington,  on  account  of  the  inconveniences  to 
which  they  are  subjected  by  the  present  mode  of  gov- 
ernment in  said  District ;  and  whereas  it  is  desirable 
that  Congress  should,  as  far  as  practicable,  be  re- 
lieved from  the  duty  of  legislating  in  cases  where  it  ia 
at  once  burdensome  in  iUelf  and  unacceptable  to  the 
people  :  Therefore, 

Heaolced,  That  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  retroceding  and  restoring  to  the  Sutes  of  Maryland 
and  Virginia,  respectively,  all  such  portions  of  the 
territory  of  said  District  not  included  within  the  lim> 
its  of  the  city  of  Washington,  as  were  derived  from 
those  States. 

Mr.  Darlington  said  he  submitted  this  reso- 
lution from  a  belief  that  an  inquiry  was  necessary 
and  proper.  This  House  had  refused  to  take 
measures  towards  organizing  a  Territorial  govern- 
ment within  the  District.  It  had  also  rejected  a 
proposition  to  admit  a  Delegate  to  represent  the 
people  of  the  District  in  Congress;  and  it  was 
pretty  evident  that  the  inhabitants  were  not  well 
satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  they  were  le- 
gislated for  by  Congress.  He  could  see  no  good 
reason  for  holding  the  people  of  this  District  in,a 
species  of  vassalage  contrary  to  their  wishes  ;  and 
as  it  was  only  a  proposition  to  inquire,  he  hoped 
the  resolution  might  be  adopted. 

The  question  was  put  whether  the  House  would 
now  consider  the  resolution,  and  negatived. 

JACOB  PURKILL. 
Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Jacob  Purkill,  prayins:  that  a  law  may 
pass  allowing  him  the  sum  of  ^700  for  his  negro 
man  Archy,  who  died,  as  the  petitioner  alleges,  in 
consequence  of  a  disease  contracted  by  working 
in  mud  and  mireat>Jew  Orleans,  under  the  order 
of  General  Jackson,  who  had  impressed  him  into 
the  service  of  Uie  United  States,  submitted  the 
following  report: 

James  Edwards  states  on  oath  that,  in  the  month 
of  November,    1814,  being  employed  by  John  Willie 
as  patroon  or  commander  of  the  barge  Kitty,  then  ly- 
ing at  Eddyville,  he  hired  Jacob  Purkill's  negro  man 
Archy  fir  the  purpose  of  making  a  voyage  to  Orleans 
snd  back;  that  they  arrived  at  Orleans  about  the  17th 
of  December,  when  the  white  men  were  taken  to  man 
the  lines,  and  the  negroes  (among  whom  Archy   was 
one)  were  impressed  by  order  of  General  Jackson  for 
fatigue  duty  ;  that,  after  said  negro  had  been  thus  em- 
ployed for  twenty-six   or  twenty-seven  days,  on  hear- 
ing he  was  sick,  the'  witness  went  and  found  him  in 
a  very  exposed  situation,   lying  on  three  boards  on  a 
small  tuft  surrounded   by  mud   and  mire  more  than 
shoe  deep ;  that   the   negro  was  Uken  to  the  barge, 
where  he  remained  three  days ;  that  Mr.  WiUw  then 
sent  him    to  a  boarding-house,  where  good  care  wee 
taken  of  him  until  some  time  in  March,  when  he  wms 
brought  to  the  barge,  then   about  to  return  home,  but 
where  he  died  on  the  first  night,  as  the  witness  be- 
lieves, with  a  swift  consumption,  occasioned  by  hie 
exposure  in  the  mud  and  water  in   which  the  said 
witness  had  seen  him  at  work. 
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Two  other  witnemes,  George  Grmcey  and  William 
Story  sUte  that  they  were  well  acquainted  with  the  1 
negro  alluded  to;  that  he  wan  a  valuable  slave,  weigh- 
ing about  one  hundred  and  seventy  pounds  ;  that  they 
saw  him  at  work  in  the  swamp  nearly  up  to  the  hips,  \ 
and   likewiM   at   the    boarding-house   whilst  he  was 
sick,  as  the  witnesses  believe,  with   a   consumption, 
which,  as  tb«  y  understood,  was  occasioned  by  hin  ex- 
poaure  in    the    swamp  while   in    the  service    of  the  < 
United  States.  I 

No    official    document    accompanies    the    petition  j 
showing    that  the  negro  was  really    impressed    into  j 
the  aenrice  ;  no  deposition  or  certificate  from  the  owner  i 
of  the  vessel,  (Mr.  Willis,)  under  whose  care  and  pro- 
tection the  negro  was  placed  ;   and  no  certificate  or 
statement  from  any  surgeon  of  the  Army  or  physician 
to  show  that  the  disease  was  really  contracted  by  his 
exposure  as  before  stated.  i 

If  the  facts  were  established  beyond  the  possibility  i 
■ef  a  doubt  that  the  negro  contracted  the  disease  of  ^ 
which  he  died  whiUt  in  the  service  of  the  United  > 
States,  it  would  be  considered  a  consequential  injury,  \ 
for  which  the  petitioner  is  notentilled  to  pay  ;  but  the 
evidence  being  defective,  and  by  no  means  the  be^t  in  ' 
the  power  of  the  petitioner  to  obtain,  either  in  relation  : 
to  the  impressment   or  to   the  cause  of  his  death,  the 
committee,  without  hesitation,  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  the  following  resolution  : 

Reaolted,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  report  was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

FOURTH  CENSUS. 

The  House  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Taylor  in  the  chair,)  the  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  providing  for  taking  the  fourth 
census — Mr.  Smith's  motion  to  provide  for  taking, 
with  the  census,  an  account  of  the  various  manu- 
factures, being  the  question  before  the  Commit- 
tee— 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  withdrew  the  amend-* 
ment  moved  by  him  yesterday,  and  in  lieu  thereof 
offered  a  substitute  somewhat  modified ;  which, 
having  been  further  modified,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Campbell,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Plcmer,  of  New  Hampshire,  then  moved 
to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  a  provision  directing 
the  enumeration  and  return  of  the  trade,  occupa-  i 
tion,  or  employment  of  all  males  above  the  age  of  | 
sixteen  years. 

This  amendment  was  modified  on  the  motion  of  • 
Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  sq  as  to  be  con-  j 
fined  to  the  number  of  persons  engaged  in  agri-  ! 
culture,  commerce,  and  manufactures,  respective-  ; 
ly;  and,  thus  amended,  it  was  agreed  to  by  a  small  I 
majority.  i 

Some  other  amendments  of  a  minor  character 
were  made  in  the  details  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Crowell,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  word  ''August,"  and  insert  ''May,"  as  the 
time  at  which  the  enumeration  should  commence, 
with  the  view  that  the  returns  should  be  received 
in  time  for  the  ratio  to  be  fixed  at  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  and  the  members  of  the  next  Con- 
gress be  elected  under  the  new  apportionment; 
and  thus  give  to  the  new  States  the  number  of 


representatives  in  the  next  Congress  to  which 
their  population  might  entitle  them,  instead  of 
allowing  such  a  delay  in  commencing  the  enu- 
meration as  would  defer  to  the  18th  Congress  the 
operation  of  the  new  apportionment. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Campbell; 
and  was  lost  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Gross,  of  New  York,  moved  to  strike  out 
"August,"  and  insert  "June,"  with  the  view  of 
enabling  the  Legislature  of  New  York  (and  per- 
haps others)  to  apportion  her  representation  in 
time  for  the  election  of  members  of  the  17th  Con- 
gress, and  avoid  evils  which  had  resulted  in  that 
State  on  a  similar  occasion,  &c. 

This  motion  was  also  lost,  without  a  division. 

A  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  bill  by  insert- 
ing a  column  in  the  schedule,  for  the  enumeration 
of  "free  married  i)ersons;"  which  motion  was 
negatived. 

Mr.  Rich  moved  that  free  colored  persons  be 
enumerated,  and  ri turned  separately,  with  their 
ages  classed  in  the  same  manner  as  slaves. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  wished  to  know  the 
policy  of  thus  informing,  by  official  enumeration 
and  publication,  that  class  of  population  of  their 
strength  and  numbers.  What  good  was  to  grow 
out  of  it  ? 

Mr.  Clay  observed  that  the  amendment  had 
been  offered  partly  on  his  suggestion,  and  he  could 
see  no  possible  mischief  in  the  provision.  As  to 
its  policy,  it  would  eflect  more  completely  one  of 
the  objects  of  taking  a  census,  which  was  to  show 
the  comparative  increase  in  all  classes  of  our 
population,  and  enable  the  Government  to  carry 
into  effect  more  perfectly  the  purposes  of  the  neri- 
odical  enumeration.  There  was  no  part  of  the 
United  Slates  in  such  a  condition,  as  related  to 
this  class  of  people,  as  to  render  any  mischief  possi- 
ble from  such  a  provision. 

Mr.  Campbell  attempted  to  render  the  amend- 
ment more  minute  by  distinguishing  those  under 
ten  years  of  age;  but  this  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
Clay  and  Mr.  Lowndes  as  useless,  inasmuch  as 
the  returns  would  be  very  uncertain ;  and  the  latter 
gentleman  extended  his  remarks  to  the  provision 
respecting  the  enumeration  of  manufactures,  to 
say  that,  though  he  would  not  object  to  any  mo- 
tion intended  to  obtain  useful  information,  yet 
that  provision,  every  one  would  agree  who  had 
examined  the  returns  ten  years  ago,  would  pro- 
duce no  result 'on  which  any  reliance  could  be 
placed,  &c. 

Mr.  Campbell'h  motion  was  negatived,  and 
Mr.  Rich's  then  agrt^d  to — yeas  74. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Butler,  of  Louisiana,  the 
bill  was  amended  by  adding  the  following  section: 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  the 
census,  when  the  superficial  content  of  any  county  or 
parish  shall  exceed  forty  miles  square,  and  the  number 
of  inhabitants  in  said  parish  or  county  shall  not  ex- 
ceed two  thousand  five  hundred,  the  assistants  shall 
be  nlloweJ,  with  the  approbation  of  the  judges  of  their 
respective  districts  or  territories,  such  further  compen- 
sation as  Khali  be  deemed  reasonable,  provided  the 
same  does  not  exceed  three  dollars  for  every  fiAy  per- 
sons by  them  returned 
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The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  their  ^pro- 
ceedings, and  the  bill  and  amendments  were 
ordered  to  be  printed.    ^    ^  ^   ^  ^,   .  , 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  B.  C.  Lucas  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Clement  B.  Penrose  also  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

These  claims  produced  a  good  deal  of  animated 
debate  in  Committee,  and  were  both  ultimately 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading ;  and, 
at  a  late  hour,  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  January  7. 
Mr.  Meics  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  mer- 
chants and  traders  in  the  city  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing that  the  acts  allowing  a  credit  for  the  duties 
on  importations  may  be  repealed;  that  the  said 
duties  may  be  made  payable  in  cash  at  tlie  time  ot 
importation ;  and  that  heavy  duties  may  be  im- 
iKJsed  on  all  sales  at  auction ;  which  i>etition  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  petition  of  the  President 
and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  pray- 
ing for  an  extension  of  the  charter  of  the  said 
bank.— Referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  trora 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
transmitting  a  copy  of  a  special  report  of  the  land 
officers  at  New  Orleans,  dated  20th  Febriiary, 
1817,  on  the  claim  of  Charles  Morgan;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  his  an- 
nual report  iu  relation  to  patents  issued  in  the  vear 
1819  which  was  also  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stohrs,  the  Secretarv  of  the 
Treasury  was  dirtH:ted  to  lay  before  this  House  a 
statement  of  the  amount  paid  in  each  year  to  the 
Marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  the  cx- 
I)enses  of  holding  courts  within  the  same,  since 
the  assumption  of  jurisdiction  by  Congress  over 
the  said  District,  together  with  the  amount  paid 
during  the  same  period  to  the  circuit  judges  thereof. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  Secretary  of  War 
was  directed  to  report  to  this  Hou>e  the  sums  of 
money  which  have  been  actually  paid  since  the 
Peace  Establishment,  to  the  General  officers  and 
their  staff,  who  are  attached  to  the  Army  of  the 
United  Slates,  specifying  particularly  on  what  ac- 
count, to  whom,  and  when  paid. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Edwarhs,  of  Connecticut, 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  or  re- 
j>ealing  the  act  pa.ssed  on  the  ISth  of  April,  1814, 
entitled  "An  act  to  lessen  the  compensation  fc)r 
marshals,  clerks,  and  attornies,  in  the  cases  therein 
mentioned." 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  Irom 
the  Secreury  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  the  infor- 
mation required  by  the  resolution  of  the  31st  ulti- 
mo, in  relation  to  the  introduction  of  slaves  into 
the^United  States,  and  of  the  measures  adopted  to 
prevent  the  .same,  which  was  also  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 


The  Hou.se  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  C. 
B.  Penrose,  and,  on  the  question  of  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  it  was 
negatived  without  a  division.     So  the  bill  was 

rdi'Ctcu- 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  C. 
Lucas  was  read  the  third  time,  and,  on  the  qu^ 
tion  whether  it  should  pass,  it  was  negatived  with- 
out a  division,  and,  of  course,  rejected  also. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  ol  Mat- 
thew Barrow,  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 

Whole.  „  ,       c.1.     I         J 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ether  Shepley,  ad- 
ministrator of  Thomas  Buckminster,  also  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
These  bills  were  severally  ordered  to  be  engrossed 

for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  the 

following  resolution :  .     r.  . .     »       i 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  grant- 
ing to  each  State  a  tract  of  land,  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  thousand  acres,  for  the  endowment  of  an  uni- 
versity in  each  State. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr,  Bi  TLEU  remarked  that  this  proposition  was 
not  new  ;  that  it  was  before  the  House  at  the  last 
session  when  a  report  was  made  on  it  but  not  acted 
on.  It  was  an  inquiry  of  much  importance,  in 
many  points  of  view,  and  he  hoped  bis  resolution 
would  be  adopted. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to.  ,        ....    ,  ^ 

JOHiN  PAYNE. 
Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and 
Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  John  Payne,  Jun.,  reported 

That  the  petitioner  represents  that  in  the  year  1814 
he  entered  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  u  • 
cadet,  under  a  warrant  duly  granted  to  him  for  that 
purpose;  that  he  continued  in  the  perfofmance  of  his 
duty  at  that  place  until  the  month  of  June,  1815,  when, 
by  the  accidental  discharge  of  a  piece  of  OfJn»"«-*e, 
whilst  he  was  in  the  act  of  charging  it,  his  right  hand 
and  a  part  of  his  arm  were  torn  off,  and  his  eyesight 
greatly  impaired.  For  these  injuries  the  petitioner 
prays  that  a  pension  may  be  granted  to  him  of  such 
amount  as  may  be  deemed  reasonable  and  just. 

The  committee  further  report  that  the  case  of  the 
petitioner,  in  their  opinion,  does  not  come  within  any 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  pen- 
sions;  and  that  it  would  be  inconsistent  with  justice 
and  good  policy  to  extend  relief  to  studenU  in  the  Hil- 
itary  Academy  for  injuries  received  whilst  pursuing 
their  studies,  or  discharging  other  duties  assigned  to 
them.  The  committee,  therefore,  submit  the  following 
resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  re- 

The  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 


NEW  YORK  DEAF  AND  DUMB  ASYLUM. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Taylor  in  the  chair,)  on 
the  bill  granting  a  township  of  public  land  to  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
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Mr.  Mcios,  of  New  York,  said,  it  was  doubtless 
proper  that  he,  as  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
who  reported  this  bill,  should  give  some  account 
of  the  reasons  for  that  report.  The  State  of  New 
York,  iu  the  year  1818,  incorporated  the  in^titation, 
at  the  request  of  seTeral  benevolent  gentlemen,  and 
among  them  the  learned  and  amiable  Ur.  Mitchill. 
The  institution  immediately  commenced  its  labors, 
and  had  continued  to  exert  itself,  with  slender 
means,  in  the  very  interesting  cause  of  the  deaf 
and  dumb.  It  now  bad  under  its  protection  more 
than  fifty  children,  the  greater  part  of  whom  had 
made  surprising  progress  in  the  acquisition  of  in- 
formation. But  what  is  still  more  remarkable, 
said  Mr.  M.,  by  the  happy  exertion  of  benevolent 
skill,  many  of  these  unfortunates  have  been  taught 
to  s{)eak,  and,  very  latterly,  as  I  am  informed  by 
Dr.  MitchiU,  they  have  been  made  to  hear.  So 
great  has  been  the  success  of  the  kind  and  intelli- 
gent directors  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  that  I  am  prr- 
haps  justified  in  saying  that  it  promises  to  become 
an  institution  for  curing  the  deaf  and  dumb.  The 
present  application  to  the  Government  would  not 
be  made  on  the  plea  of  charity.  It  is,  perhaps, 
not  a  province  of  this  Government  to  give  alms. 
But  it  is  made  on  the  ground  that  this  nation  re- 
gards knowledge  as  the  basis  of  its  strength.  1  will 
call  the  attention  of  the  Committee,  said  Mr.  M.,  to 
the  case  of  the  Asylum  at  Hartford,  which  received 
last  year  from  the  national  munificence  a  grant 
precisely  similar  to  the  one  contained  in  the  pres- 
ent bill.  I  feel  satisfied  that  nothing  is  required 
more  from  me  than  this  brief  statement  which  1 
have  made,  to  induce  the  Committee  to  make  this 
appropriation  of  a  small  portion  of  our  immense 
landed  estate  for  so  good  and  humane  purposes. 

Mr.  Clay  (Speaker)  said  he  regretted,  exceed- 
ingly, that  he  felt  himself  obliged  to  object  to  a 
bill  which  was  recommended  to  the  consideration 
of  the  House  by  the  worthy  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Meio8.)  and  es|)ecially  as  it  was  a  bill 
with  such  a  benevolent  object.  Waiving  the  ques- 
tion, whether,  after  the  liberal  endowment  by  Con- 
gress of  the  Connecticut  Asylum,  the  wants  of 
society  required  (which  he  doubted)  another  insti- 
tution for  the  deaf  and  dumb;  he  must  think  that, 
if  we  made  any  grant,  it  would  be  bettor  to  make 
it  directly  in  money  rather  than  land.  It  was  de- 
sirable that  Congress  should  retain  the  monopoly 
of  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  because  they  could 
better  regulate  the  manner  iu  which  they  should 
be  bfougnt  into  the  market,  and  could  count  with 
inore  certainty  upon  the  produce  of  the  revenue 
from  that  source.  It  was  particularly  desirable  to 
avoid  the  competition  of  large  landholders,  whether 
corporations  or  individuals.     This  bill  proposes  a 

irrant  of  a  township,  with  certain  privileges  of  se- 
ection  and  location.  It  might  be  fairly  estimated, 
considering  those  privileges,  as  worth  about  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  object,  no  doubt, 
('f  the  New  York  institution,  was,  to  bring  it  into 
market ;  and  it  would  consequently  tend  to  supply 
the  demand  for  public  land  to  the  amount  of  the 
grant.  It  would  abstract  so  much  from  the  public 
icYenue ;  and  ought  therefore  to  be  considered,  as 
in  effect  it  was,  a  grant  of  so  much  money.     And 


he  hoped,  if  the  honormble  gentleman  pressed  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  that  he  would  move  an  amend- 
ment, to  substitute  money  for  land.  Mr.  C.  really 
thought  that  it  was  high  time  that  we  should  begin 
to  husband  the  public  resources.  With  an  empty 
exchequer,  we  ought  to  review  the  causes  whicn 
have  led  to  it,  and  examine  if  there  had  been  no 
extravagant  profusion  on  the  part  of  Government. 
He  thought  the  House  was  imperiously  called  upon 
to  pause.  He  repeated  the  expression  of  sincere 
regret  which  he  felt  in  interposing  any  objection 
to  the  bill ;  but  he  must  move  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  it. 

Mr.  Randolph  observed  that  he  was  opposed 
to  this  bill  for  another  reason,  which  had  great 
weight  on  his  mind,  and  ought  to  have  on  that 
of  every  member  from  Virginia  and  Kentucky — it 
was,  that  the  provisions  of  the  bill  were  opposed 
to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  that  contract  to  which 
the  States  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky  were  parties, 
inasmuch  as  it  permitted  this sjocation  to  be  made 
on  any  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States. 
The  State  of  Virginia,  Mr.  R.  feared,  stood  on  this 
floor,  as  elsewhere,  not  in  the  most  enviable  light ; 
she  was  often  held  up — if  was  a  proud  and  enviable 
distinction — as  a  target  for  the  shafts  of  political 
calumny.     It  was  for  others  to  enjoy  the  bounty 
of  this  Hou«e  ;  it  was  for  her  to  receive  law,  sheer 
law,  when  she  could  make  out  a  color  of  title. 
For  one,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  most  earnestly  hoped  she 
would  never  appear  at  this  bar,  or  on  this  floor,  in 
the  attitude  of  supplication ;  though  it  would  re- 
quire the  art  of  a  political  professor  in  classifica- 
tion and  nomenclature,  to  adduce   any  reproach 
instituted  against  her;  and,  notwithstanding  the 
manifest  violations  of  the  contract  by  which  she 
ceded  the  territory  out  of  which  three  of  the  largest 
States  of  the  Confederacy  have  been  formed,  she 
has  still  been  most  loyal.     She  had   never  done 
even  what  she  might  nave  done ;  she  had  never 
issued  warrants  or  furnished  squatters  or  settlers 
for  this  territory.     She  gave  it  for  the  general  pur- 
poses of  the  Confederacy — not  to  be  cut  up  into 
seigniories  held  in  mortmain,  but   for  the  public 
benefit  of  the  Union.     This  bill,  Mr.  R.  continued, 
was  at  direct  variance  with  the  contract  of  cession 
of  the  territory  which  comprises  the  States  of  In- 
d'iana,  and  Illinois,  and  the  territory  northwest  of 
them.     With  regard  to  the  grant  to  the  school  at 
Hartford,   the   usefulness   of   it   could    not   enter 
into  the  view  which  he  had  taken  of  this  subject, 
nor  justify  the  present  donation.     If  we  go  on  by 
precedents,  we  shall  lose  sight  of  the  Constitution, 
instead  of  looking  tci  it — looking  to  it  as  a  consti- 
tution of  delegated   powers — a  jealous,  guarded 
delegation  of  authority.     Even  this  morning,  Mr. 
R.  said,  the  House  had  declared,  by  its  vote,  (al- 
luding to  the  ordering  to  a  third  reading  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Matthew  Barrow,  a  subaltern  offi- 
cer, who  is  indemnified  the  amount  of  a  judgment 
recovered  against  him  by  a  citizen  of  Tennessee, 
whose  property  he  had  impressed  into  the  service,] 
that  It  will  preserve  harmless  all  who  violate  the 
laws ;  but,  when  that  subject  again  came  up,  h« 
would  try  to  show  that  it  was  an  absurd  departure 
from  the  legal  authority  of  the  Housf . 
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Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  knew  of  no  power 
but  delegated  power,  and  would  not  participate  in 
the  exercise  of  any  other.    He  also  entered  his  pro- 
test against  legislating  by  precedents;  whenever 
w«  shall  be  governed  by  them,  he  said,  we  shall 
be  in  the  fair  road  to  despotism.     But,  even  on  the 
principle  of  precedent,  the  present  bill  could  not  be 
decided  by  the  example  of  the  donation  to  the 
Hartford  Asylum.     That  was  the  fin.t  institution 
of  the  kind  established  in  the  country ;  they  had 
sent  to  Europe  for  professors  to  introduce  the  sys- 
tem of  teaching  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  to  instruct 
others,  who  might  carry  the  benefits  of  the  art  into 
other  parts  of  the  Union  ;  it  was  on  this  account 
that  the  grant  was  made.     In  the  Hartford  Asy- 
lum, too,  not  a  third  part  of  the  pupils  belonged  to 
the  State  of  Connecticut ;  its  benefits  embraced  the 
afflicted  of  many  other  States ;  and  it  had  peculiar 
claims  to  the  aid  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  LivERMORB,  of  New  Hampshire,  made  a 
few  remarks  against  the  bill.  He  expressed  great 
respect  for  the  object  of  the  bill,  but  he  did  not 
fee!  himself  at  liberty  to  bestow  on  it  the  property 
of  the  nation.  ' 

Mr.  Wahfield,  of  Maryland,  was  also  opposed  | 
to  the  bill,  not  being  willing  to  appropriate  the  , 
public  land  to  such  objects.  If  it  was  proper  to  j 
divert  the  public  funds  to  such  a  purpose,  let  it  be  i 
done  by  a  vote  of  money  out  of  the  Treasury,  and  | 
not  in  this  way.  He  respected  the  institution  for  j 
which  this  donation  was  asked  ;  he  rejoiced  that 
the  asylum  of  Connecticut  had  succeeded  even 

beyond  the  expectations  of  its  friends;  but  it  was 

no  reason  for  going  on  and  bestowing  the  property 
of  the  nation  on  all  who  asked  it. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Massachusetts,  said  that,  when 

humanity  called,  it  was  a  credit  to  the  House  to 


there  was  any  thing  which  he  understood,  it  was 
this.     But  he  asked  if  this  case  came  within  the 


listen:  but   his  object  now  was  to   inquire  what 


was  his  duty.     At  the  last  Congress,  either  fi'om 
gratitude  for  being  sent  her*',  and  from  joy  at 
having  got  well  out  of  a  war.  or  from  some  other  i 
impulse,  we  made  a  grant  to  the  surviving  soldiers 
of  the  Revolution  ;  like  sailors  from  a  long  voyage,  i 
just  paid  off",  who  give  money  to  every  one  they  i 
meet,  with   this  diflerence— they  give  their  own 
money,  we  the  money  of  the  people.     He,  like 
others,  had  been  led  away,  and  gave  his  vote  to 
the  relief  of  the  Revolutionary  soldiers.     He  had, 
however,  voted  against  the  grant  to  the  Hartford 
Asylum,  because  he  saw  it  would  lead  to  other 
applications  for  similar  grants.     This  was  one  of 
them.     It  would  be  better,  he  thought,  to  attend  | 
to  replenishing  the  Treasury  than  to  vote  a\^-ay 
the  public  funds  on  every  object  that  asks  them. 
If  we  go  on  in  this  way,  said  Mr.  H.— if  we  are 
not  deaf  to  calls  like  this,  our  constituents  will  be 
struck  dumb  at  such  conduct. 

And  deaf,  I  hope,  to  all  our  apologies  for  it,  said 
Mr.  Ranoolph,  who  rose  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
tending a  remark  of  Mr.  Holmes  ;  and  would  take 
the  liberty  to  insinuate  to  Mr.  Meigs,  that  it  was 
very  easy  to  be  wise  and  generous  at  other  people's 
expense.  In  reference  to  the  afflicted  beinjp  for 
whose  benefit  this  bill  was  urged,  Mr.  R.  said  he 
should  be  sorry  if  any  gentleman  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  possess  the  same  experience  as  himself.    If 


Constitution.     The  Committee  had  been  told  of 
armies,  and  the  expense  lavished  on  the  pomp  and 
circumstance  of  war.     On  looking  at  the  Consti- 
tution, he  found  power  given  to  raise  and  support 
armies,  but  discovered   nothing  about  supporting 
the  deaf  and  dumb.     Mr.  R.  asked  the  friends  ot 
this  bill  to  show  him  the  authority  for  it  from  the 
Stotes— point  it  out  in  the  deed  of  gift  from  the 
people.     Was  it  necessary— not  according  to  the 
old-fashioned  meaning  ol  that  word,  but  according 
to  the  modern  acceptation— was  it  necessary  to 
carry  into  effect  any  other  power  ?    They  had  just 
as  much  right  to  make  the  office  of  President  he- 
reditary ;  to  pass  a  septennial  act  for  the  meeting 
of  Congress;  or  do  any  other  unauthorized  act,  as 
to  make  this  grant,  if  not  found  in  the  Constitu- 
tion.    As  to  being  ashamed  to  refuse  this  grant, 
'  after  pas.sing  others  which  Mr.  Meigs  had  referred 
to,  let  the  galled  jade  wince.     Mr.  R.  said  his 
withers  were  unwrung;  he  had  nothing  to  do  with 
it.    But,  because  the  House  had  bet  n  betrayed  into 
one  act  which  the  Constitution  did  not  justify, 
were  they,  for  that  cause,  to  go  on  in   the  same 
course?     Was  it  any  reason  why  they  should  not 
attempt  reft>rm,  or  look  at  the  Constitution  for  au- 
thority on  any  other  occasion  ?     Mr.  R.  repeated 
that  this  was  it  Government  of  delegated  powers 
and  of  limited  authority ;  and  it  was  the  bounden 
duty  of  every  member  to  inquire  if  there  was  any 
authority  for  this  grant,  either  expressly  or  as  ne- 
cessary to  carry  other  powers  into  execution,  dtc. 
If  there  was  not,  it  would  be  just  as  proper  for  a 
jury  to  give  a  verdict  contrary  to  the  evidence,  as 
to  vote  for  this  bill  without  authority  from  the 
Constitution. 

Mr.  Babbouh,  of  Virginia,  expressed  his  sat»- 
faction  that  the  motion  had  been  made  by  the 
Speaker.    He  felt  certainly  no  hostility  towards  an 
institution  which  must,  in  its  nature,  excite  the 
sensibility  of  every  man.     But  was  that  to  induce 
the  House  to  vote  this  grant  ?     The  public^  do- 
main, Mr.  B.  argued,  was  a  public  fund,  intended 
to  relieve  the  burden  of  taxation  on  the  people. 
He  adverted  to  the  probability  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  have  to  borrow  money  this  year ;  pass 
this  bill,  and  it  would  present  the  specUcle  of  a 
Governnment  borrowing  with  one  hand  and  giving 
away  with  the  other.    By  granting  the  public  lands 
to  the  institutions  of  one  State,  Mr.  B.  maintained 
that  it  operated  an  injustice  on  the  other  Statra, 
inasmuch  as  it  diminished  their  proportions  in  the 
public  lands,  which  belonged  equally  to  aU.     It 
was  time  to  make  a  pause,  a  solemn  pause,  in 
voting  away  these  gratuities.     He  referred  to  the 
immense  expenditure  which  had  become  necessary 
by  yielding  to  feeling,  and  passing  the  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  Revolutionary  soldiers;  that  act  was 
the  offspring  of  feeling,  and  it  had  mvolved  the 
nation  m  an  expense  of  three  millions  ol  dollars  a 
year— a  sum  more  than  half  the  interest  of  the 
whole  national  debt  for  one  year.     That  act,  how- 
ever heavily  as  it  pressed  on  the  Treasury,  wai 
the  more  justifiable  on  account  of  the  importam 
services  and   the  suflEerings  of  the  objects  of  it 
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Should  the  present  grant  be  made  to  the  New 
York  asylum,  it  must  be  given  to  charitable  insti- 
tutions in  other  States.  If  all  the  States  received 
equally,  it  would  diminish  the  proportion  of  all 
alike  in  the  public  lands,  and  it  would  be  no  Tpecxx- 
liar  benefit  to  either;  the  House  must  therefore  act 
unequally  or  act  uselessly.  Mr.  B.  said  feeling 
and  sympathy  were  bad  guides  in  public  conduct; 
when  any  thmg  was  asked  in  the  name  of  justice, 
there  were  rules  by  which  to  decide  correctly  and 
uniformly ;  but,  when  they  legislated  on  the  score 
of  charity,  they  would  art  according  to  impulse; 
one  Congress  would  be  guided  by  feeling,  and 
another  perhaps  by  precedent,  dec.  This  Avas  a 
dangerous  mode  of  proceeding.  But  this  grant 
was  advocated  in  the  name  of  knowledge,  which 
is  the  basis  of  liberty.  If  for  the  promotion  of 
knowledge,  Mr.  B.  said,  why  did  New  York  apply 
to  this  House ;  why  not  rely  on  her  own  resources  ? 
Virginia,  with  less  resources  than  New  York,  had 
established  a  system  of  public  education,  for  which 
she  might  with  as  much  propriety,  ask  of  this 
House  a  similar  donation  of  public  land.  Mr.  B. 
said  he  felt,  as  a  man,  for  the  unhappy  class  of 
beings  who  were  the  objects  of  the  bill ;  he  would 
drop  tears  for  their  affliction,  but  he  could  not 
give  his  support  to  this  bill ;  it  would  be  incon- 
sistent with  his  ideas  of  public  duty  ;  he  could  not 
give  to  one  what  he  could  not  to  all ;  it  would  not 
be  right  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Meigs  again  rose.     He  had  flattered  him- 
self, he  said,  it  would  be  utterly  unnecessary  for 
him  to  trouble  the  Committee  again  upon  this  oc- 
casion.   But,  when  he  found  that  this  bill  had  had 
the  misfortune  to  call  forth  the  hostility  of  such 
able  and  eloquent  gentlemen  as  the  Speaker  of 
this  House  and  the  gentlemen  from  Virginia,  it 
became  his  duty,  feeble  as  he  was,  to  speak  for 
those  whose   mouths  God   had  shut.     Would  to 
Heaven,  said  he,  that  this  necessity  did  not  exist ! 
Would  to  Heaven,  that  each  of  the  silent  inno- 
cents whose  cause  I  am  thus  called  on  to  advocate 
was  able  to  speak  in  the  fine  and  commanding 
tones  of  the  honorable  Speaker.     Sir,  I  have  no 
intention  to  appeal  to  the  humanity  of  this  Com- 
mittee ;  I  mean  to  move  them,  if  1  can,  by  far  dif- 
ferent considerations.     Knowledge  is  power  ;  and 
I  call  upon  this  Government  to  afford,  for  purposes 
of  instruction  in  all  that  constitutes  knowledge  to 
a  most  interesting  portion  of  the  community,  some 
small  pittance  of  those  va^t  resources  whicn  here- 
tofore have  been  consecrated,  if  1  may  so  express 
myself,  to  the  naval,  military,  and  domestic  ex- 
pense; to  the  destroying  arts  of  war,  and  the  main- 
tenance of  civil  splendor.     And  I  now  hope  that ; 
the  Speaker,  whose  talents  have  done  his  coun-  i 
try  much  service  in  one  war,  in  its  conduct,  and  ; 
still  mote  eminently  in  the  happy  peace,  in  con- ! 
eluding  which  he  had  the  far  greater  glory  to  be 
instrumental ;  and  that  the  honorable  gentleman  I 
from   Virginia,  (Mr.  Barbour,)  who,  with  the] 
Speaker,  may  have  recorded  a  hundred  votes  for 
warlike  purposes,  will  now,  for  once  at  least,  re- 
cord their  votes  for  an  appropriation  in  aid  of  the 
propagation  of  knowledge.     He  said   that,  when 
he  cast  his  eyes  upon  the  architectural  splendor  by 


which  he  was  surrounded ;  when  he  saw  thateren 
a  thing  to  hold  candles  had  cost  this  nation  trea- 
sure enough  to  give,  perhaps,  one  whole  year's  tu- 
ition to  the  unfortunate  persons  who  were  the  ob- 
jects of  this  bill ;  when  he  remarked  the  beautiful 
but  expensive  marble  figure  of  History  iu.'-l  erected 
in  this  Hall,  he  could  not  refrain  from  noping  that 
she  would  not,  among  her  first  acts,  have  to  record 
that  this  nation  rejected  the  silent  prayer  of  the 
deaf  and  dumb  for  a  few  acres  of  our  boundless 
territories  to  enable  them  to  know,  while  she  votes 
the  lavishment  of  millions  for  devastating  war  and 
domestic  pomp.  Let  it  be  now  determined,  said 
he,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  honorable  body 
that  knowledge  is  power,  and  that  for  such  an  end 
as  Its  universal  dimision,  there  is  no  expense  which 
could  be  deemed  profusion.  I  wish,  with  profound 
sincerity,  that,  instead  of  one  or  two  statesmen, 
eloquent  and  able,  like  the  Speaker  and  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Uandolpb,) 
there  were  one  hundred  thousand  ;  and,  instead  of 
a  handful  of  philo.sophers,  holding  all  science 
within  a  small  and  mysterious  bound,  a  hundred 
thousand  of  the.se,  too,  in  our  free  land. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  had  declared  that  he  would  not 
make  any  appeal  to  the  humane  feelings  of  the 
Committee;  but  he  had  a  right  to  say  that.although 
France  had  reaped  many  a  triumph  by  brittle  upon 
the  land,  and  England  many  upon  the  sea,  yet  it 
might  be  jwssible  their  benevolent  institutions 
would  outlast,  in  the  memory  and  affections  of 
mankind,  every  military  or  naval  glory  which  they 
had  gained ;  for  who  was  ignorant  of,  who  was 
there  that  did  not  admire  the  mild  benevolence  of 
the  Paris  institution  for  the  teaching  and  protect- 
ing the  deaf  and  dumb  ?  Society  everywhere 
adopted  them  as  its  children ;  they  were  every- 
where pitied,  and  ought,  if  they  did  not,  to  find 
every  power  their  friend  and  guardian.  Sir,  if  I 
wished  to  make  an  attempt  upon  the  feelings  of 
this  House,  instead  of  lifting  my  voice,  I  would 
bring  here  in  front  of  the  Speaker's  seat  the  sixty 
children,  and  I  should  be  then  sure  that,  without 
voices,  their  intelligent  features,  their  sparkling 
eyes,  and  their  amiable  demeanor,  would  com- 
mand, irresistibly,  the  hardest  heart  in  this  House 
to  lean  to  their  cause.  The  honorable  member  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  RANnoLPH)  has  discovered  that,  in 
truth,  we  have  no  power,  under  the  Constitution 
of  these  United  States,  to  make  a  grant  for  the 
purposes  contained  in  this  bill.  I  regret  that,  un- 
der that  clause  of  the  Constitution  upon  which  he 
has  just  commented  :  "  that  Congri>ss  shall  have 
power  to  make  all  laws  necessary  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  into  execution,"  dec,  we  really  have 
no  authority  to  establish  and  maintain  systems  of 
instruction.  1  have  seen  that  the  learned  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  land  have  main- 
tained the  Constitutional  existence  of  a  bank;  and 
that  Horten.>ius,  by  most  able  and  conclusive  reas- 
oning, although  in  a  different  line  of  direction,  has 
arrived  at  the  same  happy  conclusion;  and  1  must 
express  my  regret  and  astonishment  together,  that 
this  famous  clause  of  the  Constitution  has  the 
magical  strength  to  bear  .so  vast  a  bank,  and  is  yet 
too  feeble  to  raise  a  common  school. 
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cessary  and  proper  to  spread  instruction,  and  dif- 
fuse far  and  wide  knowledge,  without  which  our 
Constitution  itself,  and  still  less  our  statutes,  could 
not  long  be  mainuined.  I  feel,  said  Mr.  M.,  that, 
under  the  powerful  onnosition  of  such  gentlemen  as 
the  Speaker  of  this  House,  whose  talents  alone  are 
suflScient,  if  exerted,  to  destroy  mightier  matters 
than  this  poor  little  bill;  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  RANnoLPH,)  whose  genius  and  ex- 


would   prevail,  and   the  first  section  be  stricken 

Mr.  Gross,  of  New  York,  said  he  clearly  per- 
ceived that  the  Committee  was  preoared  to  reject 
the  bill;  but  he  could  not  resist  the  inclination 
which  he  felt  to  make  some  remarks  on  the  extra- 
ordinary objections  which  gentlemen  had  raised 
against  its  passage.  The  bill,  he  said,  had  called 
forth  not  only  the  wit,  but  also  the  acnmonjr  of 


mms3hz^^^^^:^£^^-B. 


gmia,  (.Mr.  BARBonR,)  whose  abilities  also  are 
competent  to  greater  things— this  bill  will  fail  of 
its  pas.sage.     If  this   must  be  its  fate,  1  at  least 
shall  have  the  satisfaction  to  record  my  vote,  among 
the  first  which  I  give  in  this  House,  for  a  grant  of 
a  few  acres  of  our  immense  public  estate  for  the 
noble  purpose  of  instruction.     And  1  shall  at  least 
not  be  alarmed  at  the  idea  of  exhausting  our  re- 
sources upon  the  deaf  and  dumb;  for,  thank  God, 
the  number  is  small,  perhaps  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  in  the  whole  United  States.    I  was  pleas- 
ed to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  last  up, 
(Mr.  Barbour,)  declare  the  wise  munificence  of 
his  native  State  in  endowments  for  literary  pur- 
poses; for  he  has  enabled  me  to  enjoy  the  proud 
satisfaction  of  suting  to  this  committee  the  fact, 
that  the  State  of  New  York  has  likewise  been 
nobly  munificent  to  learning  ;  that  she  has  appro- 
priated to  that  end  more  than  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars; that  eleven  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  this 
sum  constitute  the  fund  for  the  support  of  com- 


stances  which  had  attended  its  progress.     Gentle- 
men might  with  some  show  of  propriety  call  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  selfish,  but  he  could  not 
perceive  in  what  point  of  view  it  appeared  ridicu- 
lous.    They  asked  a  portion  of  the  public  lands 
for  the  purpose  of  aiding  them  in  the  education  of 
the  deaf  and  dumb.     Was  this  a  proper  subject  of 
merriment  ?    The  honorable  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut (Mr.  Foot)  thought  we  had  no  Consti- 
tutional right  to  be  generous.     This,  Mr.  G.  said, 
might  be  true  or  false,  without  throwing  much 
light  on  the  subject  before  the  Committee.     The 
only  important  inquiry  is,  has  Congress  the  power 
to  dispo.se  of  the  public  lands  ?     The  gentleman 
saw  no  evil  in  the  donation  to  Connecticut ;  but 
he  seemed  to  apprehend  the  destruction  of  our  lib- 
erties by  the  proposed  grant.     Wherein,  Mr.  G. 
asked,  consists  the  wonderful  difference  between 
the  two  cases  in  point  of  principle  or  result  ?  Why, 
sir,  in  the  Connecticut  asylum  were  to  be  found 
some  punils  from  without  the   State.    But,  un- 
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hundred  thousand  children  received  the  benefit  of 
this  admirable  fund.  Glorious  rivalry,  said  Mr. 
M.,  in  which  even  these  who  are  last  and  least 
must  rejoice  in  the  success  of  the  other  members 
of  the  Confederacy. 

Mr.  Clay  rose  again  to  remark,  that  the  whole 
of  the  deaf  and  dumb  in  the  United  States,  at  least 
all  those  incompetent  to  support  themselves  at  an 
asylum  by  their  own  estates,  might  be  educated 
at  the  Connecticut  asylum,  now  in  successful  op- 
eration.    He  therefore  did  not  think  an  additional 
asylum  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  necessary  ;  but  even 
supposing  that  another  institution  were  necessary 
for  the  American  community,  was  it  proper  that 
it  should  be  fixed  at  New  York,  which  was  not 
more  than  one  hundred  miles  from  the  asylum  at 
Hartford ;  and  least  of  all  would  it  be  proper  to 
locate  it  in  a  place  so  expensive  as  New  York? 
If  another  institution  was  to  be  encouraged,  let  it  go, 
Mr.  C.  said,  into  the  interior,  among  a  class  to 
which   the  gentleman   from    Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Forrest,  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,) 
belongs,  whose  frugal,    regular,   and  industrious 
habits,  and  simplicity  of  character,  suited  them  to 
the  management  of  such  things ;  but  uot,  "p  re- 
peated, establish  it  in  a  large  city  remarkable  for 
Its  expensive  and  luxurious  habits,   &c.     These 
reasons,  Mr.  C.  thought,  might  fairly  be  adduced 
in  addition  to  the  others  which  had  been  justly 
urged  against  the  bill ;  and  he  must  still  hope,  not- 
rithstanding  the  eloquent  manner  in  which  the 


ence  was  only   imaginary, 

point  of  fact.  ,.    ^     .•  i    .u  . 

The  honorable  Speaker,  said  Mr.  G.,  thinks  that 
the  city  of  New  York  is  an  expensive  place,  and 
consequently  not  well  calculated  for  the  education 
of  persons   of   anv   description.     He   paints   the 
splendor  of  the  drawing-rooms  of  the  merchants 
of  that  great  city  with  the  hand  of  a  master  and 
with  the  accuracy  of  one  well  acquainted  with 
his  subject.     But,  sir,  said  Mr.  G.,  although  ex- 
travagance is  visible  among   the   rich  and  gay, 
economy  may  also  be  found  among  its  inhabitants. 
We  are  not  to  inquire  into  the  customs  of  the 
fashionables,  but  into  the  prices  of  rents  and  pro- 
visions, in  order  to  decide  on  the  propriety  of  the 
location.     For  the  cheapness  and  variety  to  be 
found  in  its  markets,  New  York  has  no  rival,     it 
is  also  said  that  it  is  partiality  to  grant  lands  to 
one  State  and  not  to  another.     For  my  part,  said 
Mr.  G.,  I  am  willing  that  a  similar  grant  should 
be  made,  for  a  similar  purpose,  to  every  State  in 
the  Union.     He  doubted,  he  said,   whether  we 
could  apply  the  public  lands  to  a  better  purpose, 
and  he  believed  he  was  not  alone  in  so  thinking. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Holmes,)  Mr.  G.  said,  could  not  restrain  his 
propensity  to  be  witty  on  this  occasion.     He  had 
l-ancied  the  people  of  the  United  States  struck  dumb 
at  the  enormity  of  the  unheard  of  provisions  ol 
this  bill      It  would  be  well  for  the  honorable.gen- 
tleman,  said  Mr.  G.,  if  his  constituents  were  both 


withstanding  the  eloquent  manner  in  wmcu  mc    wvu.au,  ^.v.  .-.•  -;'     -^  ,>,-„  ...Wp  „♦  oil    thev 
bUl  had  Uen  supposed  by  the  genUeman  from  I  deaf  and  dumb;  for,  if  they  spake  at  all,  tney 
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must  exclaim  agaiast  the  parsimooy  of  their  Rep- 
resentative. 

On  the  whole,  Mr.  G.  said,  he  considered  the 
object  of  the  proposed  donation  a.s  one  worthy  the 
patronage  of  the  United  Sutes ;  that  the  cheap- 
ness of  provisioQs  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and 
the  facility  of  intercourse  which  it  enjoyed  with 
all  parts  of  the  Union,  rendered  it  the  most  eligible 
of  any  place  for  an  institution  of  the  kind,  and 
that,  by  the  grant  of  the  land  proposed,  it  would 
experience  much  benefit,  without  affecting,  in  the 
least,  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  For 
these  reasons  he  would  Tote  for  the  bill  and  against 
ihe  amendment. 

Mr.  Rhka  also  offered  some  remarks,  not  heard, 
ia  opposition  to  the  bill. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  agreed  to  strike 
out  the  first  section;  which  decision  the  House 
affirmed  by  a  large  majority,  and  of  course  the  bill 
was  rejected.  , 


Monday,  January  10. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, the  Committee  of  Claiaos  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  iJ4th  of 
December  last,  in  relation  to  the  Danish  brigan- 
tine  Henrick  and  her  cargo ;  and  the  same,  with 
the  accompanying  documents,  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  SouTUABo,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry iohabitaQts  of  the  town  of  St.  Louis,  in  the 
Territory  of  Missouri,  respecting  trade  with  the 
Indian  tribes,  made  a  report  tliereon ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

.Mr.  Kent,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  the  managers  appointed  at 
a  meeting  ol  sundry  persons  held  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  friendly  to  the  system  of  Vaccina- 
tion, reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Managers 
of  the  National  Vaccine  Institi^tion  ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Friday  next. 

The  Sfeaksk  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  a  statement 
containing  an  abstract  of  all  the  returns  made  to 
his  Department  by  the  collectors  of  the  customs  in 
the  years  1818-and  1819,  of  registered  seamen  in 
the  difltreot  ports  of  the  United  States;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Seoate  have  pasj^d  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  establLslting  a  circuit  court  within  and  for  the 
District  of  Maine."  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  reducing,  or  entirely  stopping,  the 
military  fortifications. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks,  tne  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  instructed  to  lay  before  this 
House  an  anaual  statement  of  the  number  of  acres 


of  land  sold  at  the  several  land  offices,  from  iheir 
mstitution  to  the  30th  September,  1819  ;  of  the 
moneys  accruing  and  the  moneys  received  from 
such  sales ;  of  the  sums  due  the  Government  and 
unpaid ;  and  of  the  sales  of  forfeitures  for  ndti- 
payment ;— keeping  separate  that  part  of  the  state- 
ment which  relates  to  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana 
and  Illinois,  formerly  the  Northwestern  Tenitory! 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fuller,  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  were  instructed  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  so  modifying  the  act  establishing  a 
t3oard  of  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  as  to  make 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  the  time  being,  the 
presiding  officer  of  that  board ;  and,  also,  of  to 
limiting  the  tenor  of  the  commissions  of  the  mem- 
bers thereof,  as  to  secure  the  accumulating  experi- 
ence and  talents  of  our  naval  commanders  in  that 
department,  by  a  periodical  rotation  in  offiue. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  Secretary  of  War 
was  directed  to  report  to  this  House  the  terms  on 
which  the  contract  has  been  made  for  furnishing 
transportation  to  the  troops  ordered  on  the  expedi- 
tion to  the  Mandan  villages,  on  the  Missouri  rivtf ; 
and  also  if  any,  and  what  other  terms,  may  have 
been  proposed  for  furnishing  the  hame,  and  by 
whom  made. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ether  Ship- 
ley was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONb.       '    ' 

Mr.  Cannon,  of  Tennessee,  offered  for  consid- 
eration the  following  resolution : 

Retulred,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  law  on  the  subject,  ao  as  to  place  aoi- 
dier»  and  officers  on  an  equaliljr,  by  allowing  to  each 
an  rqual  porUon  ot  the  bounty  of  the  Government. 

The  House  having  agreed  by  a  bare  toaiority 
to  consider  the  resolution — 

Mr.  Cannon,  perceiving  from  this  rote  that  there 
was  much  objection  to  the  proposition,  made  a  few 
remarks  in  support  of  it.  During  active  service, 
he  admitted  that  the  compensation  ought  to  be  in 
some  degree  proportioned  to  rank :  but,  where  the 
bounty  of  the  Government  was  dispensed  to  re- 
lieve the  necessities  of  those  who  had  served  it,  he 
thought  the  principle  of  equality  should  be  estab- 
lished ;  and  he  that  served  as  an  officer  and  he  that 
served  as  a  private  should  be  considered  as  hav- 
ing been  restored,  on  q^uitting  the  public  service,  to 
the  grade  of  citi2ens,  Irom  which  they  had  sprung. 
These  general  principles  Mr.  C.  enforced  by  a 
number  of  remarks,  ail  tending  to  the  same  point. 

Mr.  Strother  inquired  of  the  mover  whether 
his  object  was  to  raise  the  pension  of  the  privates 
to  that  of  the  officers,  or  to  reduce  the  pension  of 
the  officers  to  the  same  amount  as  that  of  the 
privates.? 

Mr.  Cannon  said  that  would  be  a  question  for 
the  committee  to  determine,  should  the  resolution 
pass,  and  which  their  report  upon  the  subject  would 
hereafter  bring  before  the  House  for  its  decision. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption 

of  the  resolution,  and  decided  in  the  neeative 74 

to  70.  * 
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JUDICIAL  PROCEEDINGS,  Ac. 
''  Mr.  Brevard  submitted  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution,  vi2 : 

Whereas  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Sutes  de- 
dares  that  "  full  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  in  each 
Sutc  to  the  public  acU,  records,  and  judicial  pro- 
caedings,  of  every  other ;  and  that  the  Cong reaa  may 
by  general  laws  preacribe  the  maooer  in  which  such 
acU.  records,  and  judicial  proceedings,  shall  be  proved, 
and  tJu  effect  thereof:" 

And  whereas  it  has  been  enacted  by  Congress,  in 
conformity  v»ith  the  proviaion  of  the  Constitution,  (after 
prescribing  the  mode  in  which  the  recoil  and  judicial 
proeet'diDgs  of  the  courU  of  any  State  •shall  be  proved 
and  admitted  in  any  other  court  within  the  United 
States,)  that  "the  said  acts,  records,  and  judicial  pro- 
eeadiBgs.  (authenticated  in  the  mode  prescribed.)  shall 
have  such  faith  and  credit  given  to  them  in  every  court 
within  ihe  Uniud  Stales  as  they  have,  by  law  or  usage 
in  the  coiirU  of  the  SUU  from  whence  the  aaid  rec- 
ords are  or  shall  be  uken  :" 

And  whereas  there  have  been,  in  the  difltrent  courts 
of  the  several  Suies,  various  and  contradictory  adju- 
dicationa  in  coDacquence  of  the  different  constructions 
which  have  been  given  to  the  enacting  worda  above 
quoted,  as  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  credit  to  be  giv- 
en to  the  authenticated  records  and  judicial  proceed- 
ings addaoed  in  evidence,  and  the  effect  thereof: 

In  order,  therefore,  that  henceforth  there  may  be 
greater  cerUinty  in  the  law,  and  greater  uniformity 
and  consistency  in  the  decisions  of  the  courts  there- 
upon— 

ReatUvtd,  That  the  Judkiary  Committee  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  inlo  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the 
act  «f  Congress  aforesaid,  a^  to  attain  the  end  pro- 
posed. 

A  motion  was  naade  by  Mr.  Livermore  to  strike 
out  the  preamble,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  House  being  divided  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolve,  the  votes  for  and  against  it  were  equally 
divided  ;  and  the  Spkakkr  voted  against  it,  solely 
on  the  ground  of  form  and  practice,  neither  of 
which  were  in  favor  of  prefixing  preambles  to  res- 
olutions of  inquiry. 

So  the  resolution  did  not  pass. 

MILITARY  EXECUTIONS. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Presihent 
or  THE  United  Stateb.  as  follows : 
To  ike  HouM  of  Rtpre^ntativeM  of  the  United  States  .• 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
raaeoUlivcs,  of  the  Ulh  December,  1819,  requesting 
ID«  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  it  any  information  I  may 
poasfSB  raapccting  certain  executions  which  have  been 
inflicted  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  since  the 
year  1815,  contrary  to  the  lawa  and  regulations  pro- 
vide*?, for  the  government  of  the  same, — I  transmit  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  containing  a  detailed 
account  in  relation  to  the  object  of  the  said  resolution. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WAsaixaroiT,  January  8,  1820. 
'  Wia  DaPAamiHT,  Jan.  8,  1820. 

8iB  :  I  have  caused  the  records  of  this  Department 
to  be  examined  for  all  the  information  it  possesses 
••  respecting  certain  executiona  or  other  punishments, 
which  may  have  been  inflicted  in  the  Army,  since  the 
year  1H15,  contrary  to  the  laws  and  regulations  pro- 
vided for  the  government  of  the  same,"  conformably 


to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repreaentativaa,  of 
December  14th,  1819;  and  I  now  have  the  honor  to 
state,  that,  as  soon  as  it  was  reported  to  this  Depart- 
ment that  "  Colonel  King,  •{  tba  4th  infantry,  while 
commanding  at  Penaacola,  had  given  orders  to  ahoot 
down  deserters  if  found  within  the  limits  of  Florida," 
I  directed  the  enclosed  order  (marked  A)  to  be  sent  to 
him.  His  answer  to  this  order  was  received  daring 
my  abacnce  laat  Summer.  The  Colonel  reported  thA 
such  order  had  been  given  by  him,  and  that  it  was 
given  in  conformity  with  the  established  usage  of  ser- 
vice, when  other  means  of  checking  desertion,  which 
had  become  so  frequent  as  to  threaten  the  total  redua- 
tion  of  the  Torce  under  his  command,  had  failed.  He 
also  stated  that  no  deserter  was  shot  during  his  com- 
mand ;  but  that  the  order  was  kept  up  by  his  succes- 
sor, and  that  a  man  was  shot  by  the  party  sent  in 
purauit  of  him.  The  Colonel's  report  was  made  the 
basis  of  a  military  invesUgation. 

The  enclosed  orders  (marked  B  and  C)  were  issued 
by  this  Department  on  the  10th  of  August,  and  by  the 
last  reports  the  General  Court  Martial  were  still  in 
session,  on  the  4th  of  December,  at  Cantonment  Mont- 
pelier,  in  Alabama. 

It  was  also  reported  to  this  Department,  in  August 
last,  that  a  commissioned  officer,  at  Weat  Point,  bad 
improperly  punished  several  soldiers  by  flogging. 
Major  Thayer,  the  commanding  officer  at  that  poat, 
was  immediately  ordered  to  inquire  into  and  report 
the  facte.  Hrs  inquiry  esUblished  the  fact  of  whipping, 
without  trial;  on  which  the  enclosed  order  (marked 
D)  was  iaaued,  and  no  further  complainte  have  been 
made.  All  the  other  cases  which  are  known  to  this 
Department,  are  found  among  the  records  transmitted 
after  they  have  been  acted  on  by  commanding  gen- 
erals, "  to  the  end  that  the  person  entitled  thereto 
may  be  enabled,  upon  application,  to  obtain  copies 
thereof,"  and  arc  embraced  in  the  report  of  the  Adju- 
Unt  and  Inspector  General,  herewith  enclosed  (marked 
E.)     I  have,  &c.  J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

To  the  PuE«iDK»T  of  ihe  U.  S. 


Adj.  awd  Nsp.  Oik's  Orricx,  ♦ 
March  29,  1819. 
Sia  :  It  has  been  reported  to  the  War  Department, 
from  a  source  entitled  to  credit,  that  since  you  have 
had  command  in  Florida,  and  at  Penaacola,  "  orders 
have  been  given  to  the  military  to  shoot  down  desert- 
ers, if  found  within  the  limiu  of  Florida ;  that  such 
ordera  emattated  from  Colonel  King,  military  com- 
mandant, and  have  accordingly  been  executed." 

The  SecreUry  of  War  directe,  that  you  forthwith 
make  a  particular  and  detailed  report,  slating  the 
orders,  by  whom  given,  by  whom  executed,  on  whom 
executed,  and  the  time  when  executed;  with  auch 
other  facte  as  you  miy  deem  importent  on  this  subject 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

D.  PARKER, 
Adjutant  and  latpeetor  General. 
Colonel  William  KiHe,4th  infantry,  Tenaew  Post 
Office.  Alabama. 


As/. 


B. 

AND  ISSF. 


Gxr's  OrricB. 

August  10,  1819. 

Sib  :  The  Commanding  General  of  the  South  Di- 
vision has,  this  day,  been  ordered  to  detail  and  organ- 
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ise  •  Genertl  Court  MartitI,  for  the  trial  of  Colonel 
William  King,  of  the  4th  infantry.  V'ou  will,  there> 
fore,  relieve  Colonel  King  in  hin  command,  put  him 
in  arreat,  and  direct  him  to  remain  at  such  placea  aii 
yoa  shall  deem  most  convenient,  to  meet  the  orders  of 
the  General  of  Division.  V'ou  will  report  bis  arrest 
and  station  to  General  Jackson,  as  soon  as  practicable. 
By  order.  D.  P.\RKER, 

Adjutant  and  Inapcciur  General. 
Maj.  Gen.  G^i'is.  U.  S.  Army,  Augusta,  Geo. 

•     -    •       '  C.       ^    ' 

Extract  of  a  General  Order,  dated 

u^'(   '     '  Adj.  AKD  Issr.  Gas's  Orrici, 

Augutt  10,  1819. 
General  Order,  "  The  Commanding  General  of  the 
South  Division  will  detail  and  organize  a  General 
Court  Martial,  88  soon  as  practicably  consistent  with 
the  interest  cf  the  service,  for  the  trial  of  Colonel  Wil- 
liam King,  of  the  4th  infantry.  Such  charges,  docu- 
ments, and  communications,  as  the  War  Department 
Eossess,  are  herewith  transmitted,  to  be  put  into  the 
ands  of  the  judge  advocate  of  the  South  Division,  or 
such  officer  as  may  be  detailed  for  that  duty,  in  case 
he  cannot  attend  the  court." 

D. 

Adj.  a3(d  Ihsp.  Gaif's  Office, 

September  30,  1819. 

8iK  :  The  President  directs  me  to  state  that  he  has 
examined  your  report  of  the  2d  instant,  and  the  several 
communications  referred  to,  relative  to  the  troops  at- 
tached to  your  command.  ' 

The  corporal  punishment  inflicted  on  the  men  at 
West  Point,  being  contrary  to  law,  is  not  justified  by 
the  reasons  given  for  it.  It  is  a  cause  of  much  regret 
to  see  an  officer  of  merit  and  discernment  give  his 
sanction  to  a  proceeding  so  highly  improper.  If  evils 
attain  an  alarming  height,  they  should  be  stated  to  the 
Department^  that  such  remedies  as  the  laws  authorize, 
and  the  means  of  the  Government  are  equal  to,  may 
be  applied  to  them,  but  in  no  case  should  an  oflicer 
take  the  remedy  into  his  own  hands,  especially  in  a 
manner  positively  prohrbited  by  law. 

The*e  acta  are  disapproved,  and  the  President  di- 
rects that  you  prevent  their  recurrence. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

D.  PARKER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 
To  Major  8.  Tuatek,  Superintendent  Military  Acad- 
emy, Commanding  West  Point,  New  York. 

Auj.  Axolxsp.  Gem's  Opfici, 

January  3,  1820. 

8iB :  On  your  order,  requiring  me  to  state  all  "  ex- 
ecutions, or  other  punishments  which  may  have  been 
inflicted,  in  the  Army,  since  the  year  18 1. '>, contrary  to 
the  laws  and  regulations  fur  the  government  of  the 
same,"  if  sny  such  are  known  to  have  occurred,  all 
the  proceedings  of  courts  martial,  on  file  in  this  otBce, 
have  been  referred  to  ;  from  which  I  have  made  the 
extracts  herewith  enclosed. 

A  Central  Court  Martial, ordered  hy  (icneral  Gaines, 
in  Ftbruary,  1816,  prntemed  a  soldier  to  receive Jifti/ 
eubb*,  or  lathes,  on  hiv  bare  tkin.  This  sentence  was 
confirmed,  but,  by  the  orders  of  the  General  id  other 


case.^,  of  which  extracts  are  enclosed,  pointedly  disap- 
proving whipping,  it  appears  that  he  makes  a  distinc- 
tion between  cobb$  and  stripes  and  lashes,  which  last 
are  only  mentioned  in  the  act  of  May  16,  18 12,  repeal- 
ing a  part  of  the  87th  article  of  the  rules  and  articles 
of  war. 

It  also  appears,  that,  after  the  peace,  two  General 
Courts  Martial,  ordered  by  General  Macomb,  sentenced 
several  soldiers  to  receive yf/}y  lashes  racA,  which  sen- 
tences were  approved  by  the  General,  and  ordered  to 
be  carried  into  efl'ect.  .\s  such  sentences  have  not 
since  occurred,  it  is  presumed  that  an  impression  pre- 
vailed in  that  command,  at  that  time,  that  the  act  fixing 
the  Peace  Establishment,  by  generally  repealing  the 
laws  enacted  during  the  late  war,  restored  the  provision 
which  authorized  punishment  by  stripes  and  lashes  be- 
fore the  war. 

These  are  the  only  cases  I  have  been  able  to  find  on 
the  records ;  and  it  will  be  observed  that  all,  except 
that  of  Major  McGlassin,  were  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Commanding  Generals,  and  never  came  up  to 
the  War  Department,  but  as  a  place  of  deposite  for  the 
records  of  courts,  "  to  the  end  that  the  persons  entitled 
thereto  may  be  enabled,  upon  application,  to  obtain 
copies  thereof."  In  this  case,  the  sentence  of  the  court 
was  approved  by  the  President,  and  the  Major  was 
accordingly  dismissed  the  service.  I  have  the  honor 
tobe,  &c.  D.PARKER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

To  the  Secketaht  or  Wak. 

The  Message  aud  report  were  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Coranultee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  remainder  of  the  day's  sitting  was  occupied 
in  a  debate  on  the  bill  from  the  t^enate  (on  it: 
third  reading)  for  the  relief  of  Matthtrw  Barrow. 

[The  case  ot'the  petitioner  is  nearly  this :  Acting 
as  quartermaster  in  Tennessee,  during  the  British 
war,  he  itnpres.sed  some  property  from  an  individ- 
ual, who  tirst  refused  tci  part  with  his  property, 
and,  when  taken  from  hinj,  refused  to  receive  pay- 
ment for  it,  and  sued  the  quartermaster  for  dam- 
ages, &,c.  The  verdict  against  the  officer  was  for 
someone  thousand  five  hundred  dollars;  and  he 
applies  to  Congress  for  indemnity-] 

The  debate  resulted  in  the  recommitment  of  the 
bill  tu  the  Committee  of  Claims. 


•  f  ") 


TcESDAV,  January  11. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  tht 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolutiori 
instructing  them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  to  each  State  a  tract  of  land  not  exceed- 
ing one  hundred  thousand  acres,  for  the  endow- 
ment of  a  university  in  each  State,  made  a  report 
"that  it  is  inexi>edicnt  to  grant  any  tract  of  land 
to  a  State  for  the  purpose  of  endowing  a  univer- 
sity ;"  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  th< 
table. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  made  a  report  on  the  p«;tition  of  tht 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Washington  Infirmary  ; 
which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  con- 
tained was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  fuUows: 

Kesolved,  That  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  with- 
draw their  petition. 

Mr.  KfiMT,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
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ported  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Columbian  In- 
stitute for  the  promotion  of  arts  and  sciences  in 
the  City  of  Washington ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  SiMKtNrf  submitted  thefoUowing  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending 
the  act  of  Congress  concerning  the  faith  and  credit  to 
be  given  to  the  rccorJit  and  judicial  proccedingi*  of  the 
courts  of  any  State,  authenticated  and  produced  in 
evidence  in  any  other  court  within  the  United  States, 
and  the  effect  thereof. 

The  resolution  was  read  ;  when  Mr.  Strother 
moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table  ;  which  was  rejected. 
The  question  was  then  taken  to  agree  to  the  same, 
and  pas.sed  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Slocumb,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  recovery 
of  interest  on  the  balances  admitted  to  be  due  to 
the  United  States  by  receivers  or  holders  of  public 
money,  commencing  at  the  time  at  which  their 
accounts  are  made  up,  though  not  finally  acted  on, 
until  paid:  and,  furtner,  if  the  accounts  are  not 
rendered  at  the  proper  department  within  the  time 
prescribed  by  law,  that  they  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  cnarging  interest  on  the  whole  sum  in 
the  hands  of  said  defaulttrs,  from  the  time  the 
same  was  received'  until  the  accounts  are  thus 
rendered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pindall,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  altering  the  time  for  holding  the 
courts  of  the  judicial  district  of  Virginia  west  of 
the  Alleghany  mountain. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  pa.ssed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to 
regulate  ahd  fix  the  compensation  of  the  clerks  in 
the  different  offices,'  passed  the  20th  of  April, 
1818,"  with  an  amendment ;  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

The  amendment  was  read  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

CONTESTED  ELECTIO.N. 
The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tavlor, 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  fMr^ Liver- 
more  in  the  chair.)  on  the  report  of  tne  Commit- 
tee of  Elections  on  the  memorial  of  Robert  C. 
Mallary,  contesting  the  election  of  Erasmus  C. 
Merrill,  of  Vermont. 

The  report  (which  is  adverse  to  Mr.  Merrill,  the 
sitting  member,)  having  been  read  by  the  Clerk — 
Mr.  Whitman,  of  Massachusetts,  rose,  and  op- 
posed it  at  length,  and  argued  in  favor  of  the  right 
of  the  sitting  member;  after  v.hich, 

Mr.  Mallary,  who  had  been  assigned  a  seal  in 
the  House  during  the  discussion,  rose,  and  occupied 
the  floor  in  a  speech  of  upwards  of  one  hour  in 
length,  in  maintaining  his  right  to  the  seat  in  ques- 
tion ;  and,  having  concluded,  the  Committee  rose, 
reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again  ; 
and  the  documents  in  the  case  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

16th  Con.  1st  Sess.— 29 


Wednesday,  January  12. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabi- 
tants of  the  State  of  Maryland  and  District  of 
Columbia,  praying  that  the  act  authorizing  the 
company  incorporated  for  making  certain  turnpike 
roads  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  lay  out  and 
make  a  road  from  the  line  of  the  said  District  to 
the  Eastern  Branch,  ma^  be  repealed,  for  reasons 
set  forth  in  the  said  petition ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
submitted  by  resolutions  of  the  29th  ultimo,  report- 
ed a  bill,  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  for  the 
establishment  and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War, 
and  Navy  Departments;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Smith  also  reported  a  bill  extending  the 
time  allowed  for  the  redemption  of  land  sold  for 
direct  taxes  in  certain  ca.ses ;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  last  appointed. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  ^ 
was  referred  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  a  partial 
appropriation  for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1820,"  reported  the  agreement 
of  the  committee  to  the  said  amendments;  and 
they  were  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to-aay. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and 
Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Nicholas 
Vreelaud,  deceased,"  reported  the  said  bill  without 
amendment ;  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Commit- 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Cannon,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Mili- 
tia to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  instriict- 
ing  them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  clothing 
the  militia,  when  called  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  or  allowing  them  the  amount  of 
money  in  lieu  thereof,  made  a  report,  accompaiiied 
with  a  bill,  to  provide  for  clothing  the  militia, 
when  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  select  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Kentucky,  on  behalf  of  Christopher  Miller, 
made  a  rejwrt  thereon,  which  was  read  ;  when 
Mr.  R.,  by  leave  of  the  House,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  benefit  of  the  said  Christopher  Miller,  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  copy 
of  the  rules  and  regulations  adopted  by  the  Com- 
missioner and  approved  by  the  President,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  execution  of  the  act  of  the  9th  of  April, 
1816.'  "to  authorize  the  payment  for  property 
lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  transmitted  in  obedience  to  the 
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resolution  of  the  23d  ultimo,  which  was  read,  and  ! 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  ' 

Mr.  Tracy  submitted  the  followincr  resolution  :  | 
Rnoked,  That  the  Premdent  of  the  United  Sutes  , 
be  requested  to  transmit  to  this  House  a  statement  j 
showing  the  contracts  made  in  the  Engineer  and  Ord-  j 
nance  departments,  aince  the  peace  of  1815,  and  all  ' 
contracts  relating:;  to  said  departments,  made  by  any  i 
officer  or  agent  of  Government ;  the  manner  of  pro-  , 
curing  the  proposals  for  such  contracts,  whether,  in 
every  case,  by  public  advertising  or  otherwise  ;  the 
names  and  residence  of  the  contractors,  and  the  namea  : 
and  residence  of  the  sureties  for  such  contractors  as  • 
have  failed  in  the  performance  of  their  contracts  ;  the  { 
extent  of  their  respective  defalcations,  and  of  the  loss 
probable  to  be  sustained  by  the  Government  therefrom  ;  ' 
also,  stating  the  number  of  arsenals  which  have  been  \ 
constructed  or  commenced,  the  places  where  construct-  ' 
ed  or  commenced,  the  amount  expended  upon  each  ;  ' 
also,  a  description  of  the  works  appertaining  to  each,  ' 
and  the  estimated  expense  of  completing  them.  ! 

Mr.  Butler,  of  New  Hamp^hire,  communicated  : 
a  memorial  from  Mr.  Merrill,  in  the  caie  of  his  | 
contested  election,  praying  for  further  time  to  err- 
tablish  certain  facts  to  sustain  his  right  to  a  seat  in  I 
the  House,  which  was  read  and  referred  ;  and  Mr.  ' 
B.  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  be  dis-  j 
charged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  re- . 
port  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  on  the  con- ' 
tested  election  of  Mr.  Merrill,  and  that  it  be 
recommitted  to  that  committee.  | 

This  motion,  after  some  discussion,  in  which  the  i 
motion  was  supjiorted  by  the  mover  and  opposed  \ 
by  Mr.  Taylor,  was  negatived. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself,  on  motion  of' 
Mr.  S.MiTH,  of  Maryland,  into  a  Committee  of  the  j 
Whole,  (Mr.  S.mith,  of  North  Carolina,  in  the  I 
chair,)  on  the  bill  (returned  from  the  Senate  with  i 
amendments,  providing  a  certain  sum  for  the  na- 1 
tional  armories,  and  another  sum  for  the  st-ltlement  .' 
of  outstandino;  claims)  making  a  partial  appro-  j 
priation  for  tne  military  service  of  the  current  j 
year.  i 

Some  conversation  passed  between  Mr.  Stohhs  j 
and  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  arising  from  an  in-  ' 
quir]^  of  the  former  concerning  the  disbursement  j 
of  l^t  year's  appropriations  for  armories,  &c.,  and 
the  propriety  of  making  now  a  partial  appropria- 1 
tion  for  those  objects.  ' 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  their  , 
concurrence  in  the  amendments,  which  report  was  I 
agreed  to  by  the  House.  | 

NEW  YORK  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  James  Guyon,  jr.,  j 
contesting  the  election  of  Ebenezer  Sage,  one  of  | 
toe  Representatives  from  the  State  of  New  York  ; 
which  was  read  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  to  which  is  committed  the  re- 
port of  the  same  committee  on  the  petition  of  Rol- 
lin  C.  Mallary,  contesting  the  election  of  Orsamus 
C.  Merrill.     The  report  i?  as  follow?  : 

That  the  first  Congressional  district  of  the  said 
State  is  composed  of  the  counties  of  Richmond,  King's, 
Queen's,  Suffolk,  and  the  first  and  second  wards  of 
the  dty  of  New  York,  and  is  entitled  to  elect  two  rep- 


resenUtives.  That,  at  the  late  election  for  members 
of  this  House,  Ebenezer  Sage,  James  Guyon,  junior, 
Silas  Wood,  and  John  Garretson,  were  the  only  can- 
didates  :  2,171  votes  were  returned  for  Silas  Wood, 
2,085  for  Ebenezer  Sage,  1,992  for  John  Garretson, 
1,701  for  James  Guyon,  junior,  and  396  for  James 
Guyon.  From  the  affidavits  of  Abraham  Crocberon, 
Richard  Crocheron,  and  John  Hillyeer,  inspectors  of 
the  said  election  of  the  town  of  Northfield,  in  the 
county  of  Richmond  ;  of  John  Doughty,  John  C. 
Freeks,  Jeduthan  Johnson,  Noah  Waterbury,  and 
Abraham  Remsen,  inspectors  of  the  said  election  of 
the  town  of  Brooklyn,  in  the  county  of  King's ;  of 
Edward  A.  Clowes,']  homas  Tredwell,  William  Ever- 
itt,  and  John  D.  Hicks,  inspectors  of  the  said  eleclion 
of  the  town  of  Hempstead,  in  the  county  of  Queen's  ; 
and  of  Jacobus  Montfoort,  Micba  Townsend,  Jarvk 
Frost,  and  Daniel  Youngs,  inspectors  of  the  said  elec- 
tion  of  the  town  of  Oyster  Bay,  in  the  same  county, 
it  appears  that,  in  the  said  tourns,  391  votes  were, 
through  the  mistake  of  the  said-  inspectors,  returned 
for  Jsmes  Guyon,  which  in  truth  and  fact  were  given 
for  James  (Juyon,  junior,  and  ought  to  have  been  so 
returned :  these  voles,  added  to  the  poll  of  Janiea 
Guyon,  junior,  give  him  a  majority  of  seven  votes  over 
Ebenezer  Ssge,  the  returned  member.  Mr.  Ssge  has 
sdmitted  the  receipt  of  copies  of  the  affidavits  afore- 
said, and  has  not  controverted  the  truth  of  the  matters 
therein  contained.  He  has  hitherto  omitted  to  ap- 
pear  and  claim  his  seat,  and  no  evidence  has  been 
adduced  of  his  intention  to  make  such  claim.  The 
committee  therefore  submit  the  following  resolutions  : 

'*  Beaolved,  That  Ebentzer  Sage  i«  not  entitled  to  a 
seat  in  this  House. 

"  Reaolvtd,  That  James  Guyon,  junior,  ia  entitled 
to  a  seat  in  this  House." 

Tettimony  submitted  with  the  report. 

The  8ub.*cril»ers  certify  that  they  were  inspectors  of 
the  election  held  in  the  town  of  Brooklyn,, in  King's 
county,  on  the  28th,  29th,  and  30th  days  of  April,  in 
the  year  1818,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  representa- 
tives to  Congress  for  the  fir.*t  Congressional  district  of 
the  State  of  New  York- 

At  the  said  election,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Silas  Wood, 
John  Garretson,  and  James  Guyon,  janior,  were  can- 
didates; and  that  we,  the  said  inspectors,  did  canvaas 
and  estimate  the  votes  given  at  said  election,  and 
made  out  certificatea  of  such  canvaasing,  and  filed  the 
same  in  the  clerk's  office  of  the  county  and  town  afore- 
said; from  which  certificates  it  sppears  that  163  bfti- 
lots  wen^estimaled  as  the  number  of  voles  given  for 
James  (Ai>on,  which  the  subscribers  verily  believe 
was  an  error  made  by  them  in  making  out  their  eerti* 
ficates,  and  that  the  said  number  of  183  voiea  were 
given  by  the  electors  of  said  town  for  James  Guyon, 
junior,  and  ought  to  have  been  estimated  and  certified 
by  us  as  the  number  of  votes  given  for  that  gentle- 
man.    Brooklyn,  November  24,  1819. 

JOHN   DOUGHTY, 

JN.  FREEK. 

JERM.  JOHNSON. 

NOAH  WATERBURY. 

ABR.Vf.  A.  REMSEX. 

WILLIAM  SHENK. 
"^     '  •  One  of  the  eUrka  at  the  election. 

The  peraons  who  have  subscribed  the  foregoing  cer- 
tificate have  severally  sworn   th«t  they  believe   the 
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matter  therein  stated   to  be  true.     Sworn   before  me, 
this  24th  day  of  November.  1819. 

ISAAC  NICHOLS. 

Jtutice  of  the  Peace. 
This  may  cwrtify  that,  on  or  about  the  20th  of  the 
month  of  December,  I   received   from  James  Guyon, 
junior,  a  copy  of  the  within  certificates,  j>erfectly  ac- 
cording with  the  same.    Sag  Harbor,  January  3,  1820. 

EBENEZER  SAGE. 

I,  Abraham  Crocheron,  clerk  of  the  town  of  North- 
field,  in  the  county  of  Richmond,  r.nd  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  doth  certify  and  say,  that  I  was  one  of  the 
inapcetora  of  the  votes  taken  at  tlie  anniversary  elec- 
tion held  in  the  said  town  of  Northfield,  and  in  the 
county  aforesaid,  on  the  28th  day  of  April,  1818,  at 
the  house  of  John  Johnson,  innkeeper,  and  held,  by 
adjournment,  the  two  subsequent  days,  for  two  mem- 
bers of  Congress  to  represent  the  first  Congressional 
district  of  said  State  of  New  York  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  ;  and,  being  so 
»n  inspector,  did  mske  a  return  in  the  clerk's  office  of 
the  said  county,  as  well  as  with  Richard  Crocheron, 
John  Hillyer,  and  Sylvanus  Decker,  inspectors  with 
me  :  that  Ebenezer  Sage  had  seventy-five  votes,  and 
Jamee  Guyon  had  seventy-five ;  when,  in  fact  and  in 
truth,  the  ballots  were  given,  canvassed,  and  read  James 
Guyon,  junior,  and  were  returned  to  the  said  clerk, 
through  a  mistake  or  error,  without  the  junior,  when, 
in  fact,  and  in  truth,  and  in  justice,  they  should  have 
been  given  and  written  James  Guyon,  junior.  Given 
under  my  hand,  the  16lh  day  of  November.  A.  D. 
1819. 

ABR.M.  CROCHERON. 

Stats  or  N%w  Yobk,  Richmond  county,  »t. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Abraham  Croche- 
ron, who  doth  depose  and  say,  that  the  above  state- 
ment, OS  subscribed  by  him,  is  just  and  true.  And 
further  this  deponent  saith  not.  Sworn  before  me, 
this  16th  dsy  of  November,  1819. 

DAVID  MA8EREAU,  Judge. 

This  may  certify  that,  on  or  near  the  20th  of  the 
month  ot  December  last,  I  received  from  James  Guy- 
on, junior,  a  copy  of  the  within  certificates,  correctly 
according  with  the  same.  Sag  Harbor,  January  3, 
1820. 

EBENEZER  SAGE. 

I,  Edward  A .  Clowes,  clerk  of  the  town  of  Heropstesd, 
and  I,  Thomas  Tredwell,  one  of  the  inspectors  of  the 
town,  do  hereby  certify  that,  at  an  election  held  in  the 
aforesaid  town  for  Congressman,  on  the  28th,  29th, 
and  30th  days  of  April,  1818,  the  return  was  made  by 
us  to  the  clerk's  office  of  the  county  of  Queen's  for 
James  Guyon  a:i  Congressman,  whereas  wc  verily  be- 
lieve that  the  returned  number  of  votes  ought  and 
ahould  have  been  made  in  the  name  of  James  Guyon, 
Junior,  which  junior  was  omitted  in  our  return  to  the 
clerk  of  the  said  county,  according  to  the  best  of  our 
knowledge  and  belief.  Dated  at  Hempstead,  Novem- 
ber 20,  1819,  Sute  of  New  York. 

EDWARD  A.  CLOWES,  Town  Clerk. 

THOMAS  TREDWELL. 

Sworn  before  roe  this  day. 

EDWARD  PARKER, 
Deputy  Clerk  of  Queen'a  County. 

I,  Robert  D.  Clements,  one  of  the  clerks  to  the  in- 
spectors of  the  town  of  Hempstead,  do  solemnly  swear 


that  the  sUtement  of  the  within  certificate  is  true,  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge.  Hempstead,  November, 
20,  1819. 

ROBERT  D.  CLEMENTS. 

Sworn  before  me  this  dav. 

EDWARD  PARKER. 
Deputy  Clerk  of  Qtteen'a  County. 

I,  Jacobus  Montfoort,  clerk  of  the  town  of  Oyster 
Bay.  in  the  county  of  Queen's,  and  State  of  New  York, 
do  hereby  certify  that  the  certificate  of  the  return  of 
the  election  for  two  members  of  Congress  to  represent 
the  first  Congressional  district  of  said  State,  held  in 
the  aforesaid  town  on  the  28th,  39th,  and  30th  daya 
of  April,  1818,  was  written  by  me,  and  transmitted  to 
the  clerk  of  the  said  county  of  Queen's.  And  I  do 
hereby  further  certify^that  the  return  of  James  Guyon, 
of  eighty-three  votes,  was  a  mistake  made  by  me,  and 
that  the  true  and  proper  return  for  the  aforesaid  town 
of  Oyster  Bay  is  James  Guyon,  junior,  for  Congress- 
msn,  eighty-three  votes,  and  the  tickets  were  canvassed 
and  read  James  Guyon,  junior.  Oyster  Bay,  Novem- 
ber 19,  1819. 

Note. — One  vote  of  the  above  number  of  eighty-three 
votes  was  written,  read,  and  canvassed,  James  Guyon. 
J.  MONTFOORT.  Town  Clerk. 

Oyster  Bay,  November  19, 1819.     Sworn  before  me, 
EDWARD  PARKER, 
^    "  Deputy  Clerk  of  Queen's  County. 

This  may  certify  that,  on  or  near  the  20th  day  of 
the  month  of  December,  I  received  from  James  Guyon, 
junior,  a  copy  of  the  within  certificates,  perfectly  ac- 
cording with  the  ssme.     Sag  Harbor,  January  3, 1830. 

EBENEZER  SAGE. 

We,  Edward  Parker,  of  the  town  of  Jamaica,  county 
of  Quern's,  and  State  of  New  York,  and  Thomas  Haz- 
ard, jun.  of  Staten  Island,  State  aforesaid,  do  solemnly 
swear  that  we  were  present  on  the  day  and  date  when 
Ebenezer  Sage  signed  the  annexed  certificates,  and  did 
see  him  subscribe  his  name  thereunto  ;  and  he  ackowl- 
edged  that  he  did  receive  a  copy  of  the  annexed  certi- 
ficates enclosed  to  him  in  a  letter  from  James  Guyon, 
junior,  declaring  his  intentions  to  claim  his  seat  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States. 

EDWARD  PARKER, 
T.  HAZARD. 

Queen'scounty,as.  Jamaica,  January  6,  1820.  Sworn 
before  me  this  day. 

JAMES  DENTON,  J.  F.  4r. 

VERMONT  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  next  proceeded,  according  to  the  or- 
der of  the  day,  again  to  resolve  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  (Mr.  Livermohe  in  the 
chair,)  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions on  the  contested  election  of  Mr.  Merrill,  of 
V^ermont. 

Mr.  Randolph  spoke  a  short  time,  to  vindicate 
the  decision  of  this  House,  in  1804,  in  the  case  of 
the  contested  election  between  Mr.  Spalding  and 
Mr.  Mead,  (which  had  been  cited  in  the  present 
case,)  and,  without  going  into  the  merits  of  the 
present  case,  to  show  that  there  was  no  analogy 
between  it  and  the  case  decided  in  1804. 

He  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  Taylor,  who  argued 
to  show  that  such  an  analogy  did  exist  in  a  strong 
degree,  and  in  supp6rt  of  tne  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections. 


It 
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The  report  of  the  committee  was  supported  also  I  sion,  on  aj^eeing  to  the  resolution,  and  lost— yeas 

by  Mr.  Holmes,  Mr.  Gross,  and  Mr.  Hemphill,  i  40,  nays  56. 

and  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Storrs,  Mr.  Brown,  and  Mr.  Cocke,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  the  foUow- 

Mr.  WHIT.MAN,  the  last  named  gentleman  moving  ing  resolution  for  consideration : 

that  the  report  be  so  amended  as  to  reverse  it.  Reiolred,  That  the  SecreUry  of  the  Trea«ury  be 

The  discussion  continued  to  a  late  hour  on  this  directed  to  report  to  thii  House  whether  any,  and,  if 
and  other  motions.  Finally,  Mr.  W.'s  motion  was  any,  what  revenue  ia  derived  to  the  Government  of 
lost,  and  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  their  the  United  States  from  the  lur  trade, 
concurrence  in  the  resolutions  of  the  Committee  Some  discussion  took  place  on  this  motion,  in 
of  Elections.  The  question  was  then  taken  on  which  Messrs.  Livermore,  and  Smith  of  Mary- 
the  resolution  declaring  that  Mr.  Merrill  is  not  land,  objected  to  it,  as  useless  and  unnecessary,  in- 
entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House,  and  decided  in  the  asmuch  as  furs  being  an  article  of  export  only,  no 
affirmative  by  a  large  majority-  revenue  could  be  derived  from  them,  Ac.     It  was 

Before  taking  the  question  on  the  other  resolu-  supported  by  the  mover,  as  calling  for  information 

tion  of  the  report,  which  declares  Mr.  Mallary  en-  !  on  a  subject  to  which  the  attention  of  the  House 


titled  to  the  seat,  a  motion  was  made  to  adjourn, 
and  the  House  adjourned.  • . 


Thursday,  January  13. 
Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  petition  of  Thomas 
Dobson  and  Son,  stating  that  they  published,  with 


had  been  directed,  &c. 

The  question  being  put,  on  adopting  the  reso- 
lution, it  was  negatived — yeas  40. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
i  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  "  resolution  for  the 
I  further  distribution  of  the  journal  of  the  conven- 
tion which  formed  the  Constitution  of  the  United 


great  labor  and  expense,  Dr.  Seybert's  Statistical  :  Slates,"  with  amendments ;  and  they  have  passed 
Annals,  and  praying  Congress  to  authorize  the  '  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizine 


purchase  of  eight  hundred  additional  copies,  which 
now  remain  on  hand  of  that  work,  for  which  they 
stale  they  are  willing  to  take  a  reduced  price; 
which  A'as  referred  to  a  select  committee;  and 
Messrs.  Sergeant,  Wood,  and  Barbour,  were 
appointed  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Anderson  reported  a  bill  for  the  establish- 
ment of  additional  land  offices  in  the  State  of 
Illinois  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  revi- 
ving and  continuing  in  force,  tor  a  limited  lime, 
so  much  of  an  act,  the  provisions  of  which  par- 
tially expired  on  the  first  day  of  November  last, 
entitled  ''An  act  regulating  ine  currency,  within 
the  United  States,  of  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, France,  Portugal,  and  Spain,  and  the  crowns 
of  France,  and  five  franc  pieces."  as  relates  to  the 
eold  coins  of  those  countries.     Messrs.  Whit.man, 
j/Xowndes,  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  Dickinson, 
^y^    and  Beecher,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 
/T  Mr.  Brdsh,  of  Ohio,  moved  the  adoption  of  the 

^       following  resolution : 

Rttolted,  That  a  select  committee  be  instructed  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  fixing  the  ratio  of  repre- 
sentation of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  take  effect  and  be  computed  according 
to  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  upon  the 
census  next  to  be  taken  ;  with  leave  to  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise.  . 

Mr.  Whitman  objected  to  tRe  resolution,  on 
the  ground  that  it  would  be  better  to  wait  until 
the  census  was  taken,  before  any  steps  were  adopted 
to  fix  the  ratio,  when  the  House  would  have  all 
the  information,  and  the  whole  subject  before 
them.  Any  proceeding^  on  this  subject,  at  pres- 
ent, would  talie  place  without  the  proper  informa- 
tion, and  would  be  premature,  and  would,  more- 
over, be  entirely  useless,  should  the  next  Congress 
differ  in  opinion  from  the  present,  &c. 

The  question  was  put,  without  further  discus- 


g  payment  to 
be  made  for  certain  muskets  impressed  into  the 
service  of  the  United  Slates;"  in  which  amend- 
ments and  last  mentioned  bill  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  statement  of  the  amount  of  moneys  paid  in  each 
year  for  the  expenses  of  holding  courts  within  the 
District  of  Columbia,  together  with  the  amount 
paid  to  the  circuit  judges  thereof,  from  the  year 
1801  to  the  year  1819,  both  inclu-'-ive,  rendered  in 
obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  7th  instant ; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  oc  the  table. 

ILLICIT  LNTRODUCTION  OF  SLAVES. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  another 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mitting information  in  relation  to  the  illicit  intro- 
duction of  slaves  into  the  United  States,  with  a 
statement  of  measures  which  have  been  taken  to 
prevent  the  same,  rendered  in  obedience  to  the 
resolution  of  the  31st  ultimo;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table.     The  letter  is  as  follows : 

Tbkascbt  DF.rABTMK!fT,  yan.  11.  1820. 

Sik:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Hoase  of 
Representatives  of  the  31st  ultimo,  directing  the  Sec- 
retary  of  the  Treasury  to  lay  before  the  House  "copies 
of  such  communications  as  be  may  have  received, 
since  1816,  and  such  information  as  be  may  poeseaa 
in  relation  to  the  illicit  introduction  of  slaves  into  the 
United  States,  with  a  statement  of  the  measures 
adopted  to  prevent  the  same,"  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  enclosed  letters,  from  different  collectors  of 
the  cuntoms,  to  this  Department. 

It  s|ipf  sr«.  from  an  examination  of  the  records  of 
this  office,  that  no  particular  instructions  have  ever 
been  given,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under 
the  original  or  supplementary  acts  prohibiting  the 
introduction  of  slaves  into  the  United  States. 

The  general  practice  of  the  Department  has  been 
to  confine  its  attentiop,  and  to  limit  its  instructions, 
to  cases  arising  under  the  revenue  laws,  except  where, 
by  direction   of  the   President  of  the  United   States, 


905 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


906 


Jandary,  1820. 


ULicU  Introduction  of  Slaves. 


H.  or  R. 


the  superintendence  of  other  lawa  has  been  specially 
required  of  it.  No  such  duty  has,  in  relation  to  the 
laws  prohibiting  the  introduction  of  slaves  into  the 
United  Sutes,  been  required  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury. 

His  letter  to  the  War  and  Navy  DepartmenU,  of 
the  I6lh  July,  1817,  a  copy  of  which  is  also  enclosed,  ]  submitted. 
was  writen  daring  the  absence  of  the  President,  under 
circumstances  which  did  not  admit  of  the  delay  neces> 
•ary  to  obtain  his  direction  and  instruction.  An  ad- 
ditional reason  for  writing  that  letter  may  be  found 
in  the  fact  that  the  other  heads  of  department  were 
absent,  and  the  officers  exercising  their  functions,  pro- 
visionally, were  unwilling  to  incur  the  responsibility 
of  the  measures  required  by  the  occasion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  servant, 
•     WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  Hesst  Clat,  Speaker  House  of  Rep' t. 


tion  of  the  local  anthorities  to  preserre  the  accustomed 
relations  between  independent  States  are  considered, 
and  above  all,  the  odious  character  of  the  traffic  in« 
landed  to  be  restrained,  the  seizure  of  every  vessel 
freighted  with  slave 4  which  shall  be  found  in  the  river 
St.  Mary's,  or  hovering  upon  our  coast,  is  respectfally 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dee. 

W.M.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

The  SicBKTABiKs  of  War  and  Navi/. 


TaxAsiBT  DaFAmTMKKT,  yu/y  16,  1817. 
Sib  :    From   information   recently  received  by  this 
Depsrtment,  there  i*  just  reason  to  believe  that  Sir 
Gregor    McCiregor    has  taken   military   possession  of 
Amelia  Island,  in  the  name  of  the  Spanish  patriots. 
Conaidering  that  the  restless  and  adventurous  of  all  na- 
tions, and  especially  of  the  Island  of  St.  Domimgo,  have 
ranged  themselves  under  the  banners  of  the  different 
leaders,  by  sea  and  land,  who  nre  engaged  in  the  civil 
war  DOW  raging  between  Spain  and  her  colonies,  and 
that  the  port  of  Fernandina  will  necessarily  become  the 
common  rendezvous  of  all  the  vessels  sailing  under 
the  various  flags  of  the  Spanish  provinces  which  have 
declared  themselves   independent,  apprehensiona  are 
justly  entertained  by  the  citizens  of  the  southern  sec- 
tion of  the  State  of  Georgia,  that  their  peace  and  tran- 
quillity will  be  disturl>ed,  and  their  rights    infringed,  j 
unless  protected  by  the   presence  of  a  force  sufficient  { 
to  command  respect  from  the  troops  thus  expected  to  | 
be  congregated  in  their  immediate  neighborhood.  I 

In  addition  to  the  circumstances  already  communi-  i 
cated,  the  disposition  which  has  been  manifested  by  | 
the  vessels  of  Spain  engaged  in  the  African  alave  trade,  4 
to  introduce,  illicitly,  into   that  section  of  the  Union, 
the   pcrsoiis  who,  in   the  prosecution  of  their  traffic, 
have  been  subjected  to  their  control,  seemi«  to  require 
the  presence  of  a  force  aufficient  to  enforce  the  due 
execution  of  the  laws  against  the  introduction  of  slaves 
into  the  United  Slates.     From  the  known  character 
and  conduct  of  the  leader  of  the  enterprise  against 
Amelia  Island,  there  is  just  ground  to  apprehend  that 
thia  illicit  traffic,  if  continued,  will,  under  his  auspices, 
assume  a  bolder  character;  and,  if  abandoned,  that  it 
will  be  substituted  by  measures  equally  derogatory  to 
the  laws,  and  more  destructive  of  the  rights  and  inter- 
cats  of  the  citizens  of  the  eastern  section  of  the  South- 
ern Sutes.     To  guard  against  the  unlawful  introduc- 
tion of  slaves,  and  to  repress  any  attempt  that  may  be 
made  by  the  foreign  belligerent  force,  collected  in  that 
neighborhood,  to  excite  domestic  insurrection  among 
the  blacks,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  absolutely  neceasary 
that  a  land  and  naval  force  be  stationed  at  Su  Mary's. 
As  the  portion  of  East  Florida  immediately  border- 
ing on  the   United  Stales  is  but  spart^ly,  if  at  all,  in- 
habited, the  entrance  of  veaaels  into  the  river  St.  Ma- 
ry's, freighted  with  slaves,  can  have  no  oUier  object 
than  the  violation  of  our  laws,  by  covertly  introducing 
a  population  which  is  prohibited.    Under  such  circum- 
atances,  and  especially  when  imbecility  or  indisposi- 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  the  Deputy  Collector  of  Nova 
Iberia  to  the  Secretary  vf  the  Treasury,  dated  July 
I      9,  1618. 

"  By  Mr.  Dick's  advice,  last  Summer,  I  got  oat 
Stale  warranU,  and  had  negroes  seized  to  the  number 
;  of  eighteen,  which  were  a  part  of  those  stolen  out  of 
'  the  custody  of  the  coroner,  and  the  balance  condemned 
I  by  the  district  judge  of  the  State  ;  and  the  informers 
j  received  their  part  of  the  net  proceeds  from  the  State 
1  treasurer.     Five  negroes,  thst  were  seized   about  the 
same  lime,  were  tried  at  Opelousas,  in  May  last,  by 
the  same  judge  ;  he  decided  that  some  Spaniards  (that 
!  were  supposed   to  have  set  up  a  sham  claim,  staling 
that  the  negroes  had  l>een  stolen  from  them  on  the  high 
seas)  should   have  the  negroes,  and  that  the  (>eraoos 
,  that  seized  them  should  psy  one-half  the   costs,  and 
I  the  Slate  of  Louisiana  the  other.     This  decision  had 
:  such  an  effect  as  to  render  it  almost  impoasible  for  me 
i  to  obtain   any  assistance  in  that  part  of  the  country. 
j  There  has  been   lately  up  the  Bayou  Nementou  two 
'  schooners   from  Galveston  ;  they  sold  a  part  of  their 
I  cargoes,  and  deposited   the   balance,  and  I  could  get 
no  assisUnce  to  take  them.     I  made  two  eeizures  of 
wine,  a  part  of  one  of  the  cargoes,  in  the   neighbor- 
hood of  the  Vermillion  bridge,  about  twenty  miles  to 
the  westward  of  this  place.     I  summoned  aasistance, 
a  part  of  which  refused  to  assist,  a  part  deserted  while 
guarding  the  property,  and  the  balance  not  being  saf- 
ficienlly  strong  to  protect  it,  it  was  taken  from  them 
the  ensuing  night.     The  smugglers   had  forcibly  pre- 
vented our  removing  the  property  in  the  day  time.  * 


Collbctob's  OrricB,  Dis.  Bbvhbwick,  Ga., 

Port  of  Darien,  July  6,  1818. 

Sib:  On  the  Mlh  of  March,  I  did  myself  the  honor 
to  address  you  on  the  subject  of  Africans  illicitly  in- 
troduced into  the  United  Sutes.  Not  being  favored 
with  a  reply,  it  may  be  proper  for  me  to  sUte,  that  a 
demand  being  subsequently  made,  by  the  Executive  of 
thia  Stale,  for  all  such  Africans  in  my  possession,  in 
compliance  therewith  I  delivered  over  to  his  agent 
ninety-one  negroes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.c. 

W.  I.  McINTOSH,  Collector. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Cbawfobd, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Collector  of  New  Orleans 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated  April  17, 
1818. 

**  It  has  been  stated  to  mc,  on  the  authority  of  a  let- 
ter to  a  respectable  gentleman  of  this  city,  that  there 
were  three  schooners  lying  in  the  river  MerineuUa, 
belonging  to  Commodore  Aury's  squadron,  smuggling 
their  cargoes  on  shore.  The  audacity  of  the  piratical 
ael,  since  they  find  Galveston  has  not  been,  and  as 
they  say,  will  not  be,  suppressed,  knows  no  boaads. 
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HL  OF  R. 


Illicit  hUroductioH  of  Slave*. 


January,  1820. 


In  order  to  keep  them  Bomewhat  more  ia  check,  and 
to  defeat  their  nefarioas  •chetDea  as  far  aa  in  my  power, 
UDtil  Govern mcDt  aid  ua  with  aach  force  aa  it  maj 
deem  best  suited  to  the  purpose,  I  have  determined  to 
itatton  an  additiooal  revenne  boat  and  crews,  with  an 
active  and  enterpriaiog  officer,  at  and  near  Fort  St. 
Philip,  and  to  increase  the  crew  of  the  boats  at  the 
Bahzc  and  Fort  St.  John.  It  will,  I  think,  render  their 
operations  a  little  more  difficult,  and  I  confidently  rely 
on  yoar  approbation.  The  additional  expense  can  be 
no  consideration.  But  no  efforts  of  the  officers  of  the 
cnatons  alone  can  be  edectual  in  preventing  the  intro- 
dyction  of  Africana  from  the  westward ;  to  put  a  stop 
to  that  traffic,  a  naval  force  suitable  to  those  watera  is 
ixtdispensabie  ;  and  veasels  captured  with  slaves  ought 
oot  to  be  brought  to  this  port,  but  sent  to  some  other 
in  the  United  States  for  adjudication.  Enclosed  you 
will  also  find  an  act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  this 
State,  respecting  slaves  imported  in  violation  of  the 
lawa  of  Congress  of  3d  March,  1807.  The  object  and 
policy  of  this  law  require  no  comment  from  me.  Vast 
numbers  of  slaves  will  be  introduced  to  an  slarmiog 
extent,  unless  prompt  and  effisctual  measures  are 
adopted  by  the  General  Government. 

"  The  master  of  an  American  schooner  from  Havana 
reports  that  he  was  offered  a  full  freight  of  Africans  for 
this  river,  which  he  refused." 

CoLLSCTom's  OrricK.Dis.  Bhcxswick.Ga., 

Port  e/Darien,  March  14,  1818. 

Sim  :  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  per  last  mail, 
and  to  enclose  you  papers  respecting  forty-seven  Afri. 
can  negroes  taken,  by  the  Airveyor  of  Darien,  from 
one  Jared  E.  Groce.  on  their  way  to  the  Alabama  Ter- 
ritory, through  the  Indian  nation,  and  forty-one  others 
at  the  Creek  agency,  from  the  negro  houses  of  the 
agent  for  Indian  affairs.  It  is  a  painful  duty,  sir,  to 
express  to  you,  that  I  am  in  poasession  of  undoubted 
information,  that  African  and  West  India  negroe 
almost  daily  lUicitly  introduced  into  Georgia  for 
or  settlement,  or  paasing  through  it  to  the  Territor 
of  the  United  States  for  similar  purposes  ;  these  facts 
are  notorious;  and  it  is  not  unusual  to  see  such  ne- 
groes in  the  streets  of  St.  Mary's,  and  such,  too,  re- 
cently captured  by  our  vessels  ot  war,  and  ordered  to 
Savannah,  were  illegally  bartered  by  hundreds  in  that 
city  ;  for  this  bartenng  ur  bonding,  (as  it  is  called,  hut 
is  reality  selling.)  actually  took  place  before  any  de- 
cision was  passed  by  the  court  respecting  them. 

I  cannot  but  again  expretis  to  you,  sir,  that  these 
irregularities  and  mocking  of  the  lawo,  by  men  who 
understand  them,  and  who,  it  was  presumed,  would 
have  respected  them,  are  such,  that  it  requires  the  im- 
mediate interposition  of  Congress  to  effect  a  suppres- 
sion of  this  traffic ;  for,  as  things  are,  should  a  faithful 
officer  of  Government  apprehend  such  negroes,  to 
avoid  the  penalties  imposed  by  the  laws,  the  proprie- 
tors disclaim  them,  and  some  agent  of  the  Executive 
demands  a  delivery  of  the  same  to  him,  who  may  em- 
ploy them  as  he  pleases,  or  effect  a  sale  by  way  of  a 
bond  for  the  restoration  of  the  negroes  when  legally 
called  on  so  to  do ;  which  bond,  it  is  understood,  is  to 
be  forfeited,  as  the  amount  of  the  bond  ii;  so  much 
less  than  the  value  of  the  property.  And  again,  sir, 
an  officer  disposed  to  perform  his  trust  with  fidelity, 
IB  pteeed  at  the  mercy  of  the  State ;  for,  to  carry  the 
iateation  of  the  federal  laws  into  execution,  great  ex- 
penses may  be  incurred,  and  for  which  the  State 
•eems  not  to  have  made  any  provision ;  but  has,  by  its 


own  law  of  th«  last  aeaaion  of  tbe  Lcgialatiu*,  in* 
vested  the  Executive  with  the  power  of  becoming  • 
speculator  on  the  exertions  and  integrity  of  such  fed- 
eral officers  as  feci  the  weight  of  their  responsibility, 
and  who  are  willing  to  perform  their  duty.  For  in- 
stance, sir:  after  much  fatigue,  peril,  and  expense, 
eighty-eight  Africans  are  seized  and  brought  by  the 
surveyor  to  Darien ;  they  are  demanded  immediately 
by  the  Governor's  agent.  And  notwithstanding  the 
knowledge  which  his  Excellency  bad,  that  these  very 
Africans  were  for  come  weeks  within  sixty  miles  of 
his  Excellency's  residence,  (the  seat  of  Government,) 
there  was  no  effort,  bo  stir  made  by  him,  hia  agenl«» 
or  subordinate  State  officers,  to  carry  the  laws  into 
execution  ;  but  no  sooner  than  it  was  understood  that 
a  seizure  had  been  effected  by  an  officer  of  the  United 
States,  a  demand  ia  made  for  them ;  and  it  ia  not  dif- 
ficult to  perceive,  by  a  compliance,  that  the  very  ag- 
gressors may,  by  a  forfeiture  of  the  m(K-k  bond,  be 
again  placed  in  possession  of  the  smuggled  property, 
at  but  little  additional  expense  to  them,  but  at  the 
entire  ruin  of  the  officers  who  had  executed,  with 
fidelity,  the  laws  they  felt  bound  to  observe.  There 
are  many  negroes,  (inde(>endent  of  those  mentioned 
as  having  been  bartered  in  Savannah,  dec,  before  any 
decision  had  passed  respecting  them,)  recently  intro- 
duced into  this  State  and  the  Alabama  Territory,  and 
which  can  be  apprehended.  The  undertaking  would 
be  great ;  but,  to  be  sensible  that  we  shall  posaess  your 
approbation,  and  that  we  are  carrying  the  views  and 
wishes  of  the  Government  into  execution,  is  all  we 
wish,  and  it  shall  be  done,  independently  of  every  per- 
sonal conaiderution.     I  have.  Sec. 

WM.  I.  MiINTOSH.   CoUectar. 
Hon.  W.  H.  CaAwroao, 

Stcretary  of  the  Treasury, 


sir,  lu 
<ubted 
•8  »e 

itorlR 


Collcctob's  OrricK. 

Sarannah,  Nucember,  1817. 

Sia:  I  have  the  honor  of  informing  you  that  the 
schooner  Tentative,  reported  to  be  under  Spanish 
colors,  with  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  slaves  on 
board,  was  brought  into  this  port  on  the  19th  instant, 
by  a  part  of  the  crew  of  the  United  States  vessel  the 
Saranac,  John  H.  Elton  commander,  having  been  cap- 
tured by  said  vessel,  and  at  the  time  abandoned  by 
her  crew.  The  Tentativa  has  been  libelled  by  the 
Proctor  for  the  captors ;  and  the  slaves,  by  order  of 
the  court,  delivered  over  to  the  Proctor  for  the  captor* 
and  the  collector  of  this  {tort,  to  be  taken  care  of  by 
them,  until  demanded  by  the  competent  authority. 
Thia  order  was  procured  by  the  Proctor  for  the  cap- 
tor*, with  a  view  of  preserving  the  lives  of  the  slaves, 
they  being  destitute  of  provisions  and  clothing,  and 
mut>t  have  perished  had  they  l)een  longer  at  sea. 
Four  of  them  have  already  died,  but  the  remaining 
part  of  them  have  been  so  disposed  of  as  to  insure 
comfort  to  them  for  the  present.  Under  the  order  of 
the  court,  and  the  influence  of  humanity,  it  appears 
to  be  my  duty  to  interest  myself  for  the  sofTerert; 
and,  having  an  estate  near  the  city,  I  inquired  of  my 
agent  how  many  of  these  people  he  could  accommo- 
date with  house-room,  and  upon  his  statement  I  have 
taken  possession  of  forty  in  number,  all  of  whom  I 
have  clothed,  and  shall  continue  otherwise  to  auccor,. 
until  demanded  by  the  competent  authority. 

I  have,  &c.  A.  S.  BULLOCK,      ' 

Colketor. 

Hon.  W.  H.  CaAwroED, 
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Jandary,  1820. 


Vermont  Qmlukd  Election. 


H.  or  R. 


As  the 


thing 


now  is,  no  citiien  will  take 


Bxlraet  of  a  letter  from  the  Deputy  CoUeetor  of  Nova]  ftmcti(»  .    ,  ^      , 

/6<rta  to   the    Secretary  of   the    Treasury,   dated  I  the  trouble  of  searching  for  and  delecting  the  slaves 


September  27,  1818. 

••  On  the  8th  of  July  laat.  Captain  Amelung,  with 
eighteen  of  hia  company,  agreed  to  go  with  me  to  the 
Bayou  Nemenlou,  to  suppress  smuggling.  On  the 
df  and  succeeding  night  after  our  arrival  there,  we 
took  thiruen  prisoners  that  came  armed  to  support 
smugglers,  dtc.  The  next  dsy  we  took  one  of  their 
vessels ;  set  some  hands  to  work  in  repairing  her,  «nd 
Captain  Amelung  returned  to  Nova  Iberia  for  the  bal- 
ance of  his  company ;  returned  with  them,  and  we 
proceeded  on  with  twenty-five  men  to  the  Bayou  Cu- 
reuseau.  On  our  arrival  there  we  made  more  prison- 
ers; seized  three  African  negroes,  two  veasels,  and 
part  of  their  cargoes.  Runners  had  been  sent  ahead 
of  us,  and  five  or  six  vessels  run  out  of  the  Bayou  a 
few  daya  prior  to  our  arrival  there.  A  large  number 
of  .\fncan  negroes  had  been  on  that  Bayou,  eighty  of  {  those  of  the  three  vacant  vessels,  their  cargoes,  and 


I  further  understand  that  the  evil  will  not  be  confined 
altogether  to  Africans,  but  Will  be  extended  to  the 
worst  class  of  West  ludia  slaves.     I  am,  dec. 

A.  S.  BULLOCK,  Collector. 
Hon.  W.  H.  C«iwro«»,  See.  of  Treasury. 

CoLLxcTon's  OrricB, 

Port  of  Mobile,  October  7,  1818. 
SiK  :  It  is  understood  that  Judge  Webb,  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  Territory,  has  resigned.  Permit  me,  sir, 
to  suggest  the  importance  of  an  early  appointment  to 
the  vacancy,  in  order  that  the  person  appointed  might 
be  present  at  the  next  session  of  the  general  court,  on 
the  first  Monday  of  January  next.  There  are  now 
pending  before  that  court  a  number  of  cases  of  very 
great  importance  to  the   public  interest,  particularly 


which  left  there  a  short  lime  before  our  arrival,  and 
about  twenty  passed  us  the  night  before  we  arrived. 
We  proceeded  down  the  Cureuseau,  and  came  round 
to  the  Bayou  Nementou.  Captain  Amelung  fur- 
nished me  with  a  lieutenant  and  eighteen  men,  and 
returned  by  land  to  Nova  Iberia  with  the  balance  of 
his  company.  We  proceeded  with  the  vessels  down 
the  Nementou  ;  met  a  felluche,  commanded  by  one  of 
Lafittc's  captains  off  the  mouth  of  the  Bayou.     The 


upwards  of  one  hundred  slavea. 

I  hope  the  .Vttorney  of  the  United  States  has  inform- 
ed the  Treasury  Department  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
court  ill  these  caaes  ;  not  having  seen  him  since,  I 
have  not  attempted  a  statement  of  proceedings  to  me 
so  very  strange.  This,  however,  appears  certain,  that 
the  vessels  and  cargoes  and  the  slaves  have  been  de- 
livered on  bonds,  the  former  to  the  owners,  and  the 
slaves  to  three  other  persons.     The  grand  jury  found 


captain  took  ua  for  smugglers;  we  got  him  on  board  |  true  bills  against   the   owners  of  the  vessels,  masters. 


of  one  of  our  vessels,  and,  notwithstanding  his  direct 
ing  his  men,  in  French,  when  he  left  his  own  vessel 
to  cut  their  cable  if  he  did  not  return  with  the  boat, 
run  down  our  boat,  and  kill  every  man  on  board,  we 
boarded  her  after  they  cut  their  cable,  and  took  her 
without  the  loss  of  one  man.  Her  cargo  consLsta  of 
coffee,  cocoa,  refined  wax  for  candles,  oil,  dry  goods, 
and  about  ten  thousand  pounds  of  quicksilver.  I  ar- 
rived here  yesterday,  having  suffered  much.  During 
the  line  storm  we  lost  three  anchors,  sprung  one  mast, 
carried  away  our  yards  and  sails.  I  left  the  vessels  in 
the  Vermillion  Bay ;  shall  start  immediately  to  bring 
them  round  to  this  place.  If  there  was  one  smaR 
cutter  on  this  coast,  she  would  be  of  great  service." 

'■*■  Collector's  Orpici, 

Savannah.  May  22,  1817. 
Si*  :  I  have  just  received  information  Irom  a  source 
on  which  I  can  implicitly  rely,  that  it  has  already  be- 
come the  practice  to  introduce  into  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, across  the  St.  Mary's  river,  from  Amelia  Island, 
East  Florida,  Africans,  who  have  been  carried  into  the 
port  of  Fernandina,  subsequent  to  the  capture  of  it  by 
the  Patriot  army,  now  in  possession  of  it. 


and  a  supercargo,  all  of  whom  are  discharged  ;  why 
or  wherefore  I  cannot  aay,  except  that  it  could  not  be 
for  want  of  proof  against  them. 

It  ia  certainly  a  matter  of  great  importance  that 
these  cases  be  stamped  with  the  full  force  of  the  law, 
to  prevent  future  importations.  Two  of  the  vessels 
were  cleared  at  Havana,  for  New  Orleans,  and  one  for 
this  port ;  and  all  American  registered  veasels,  the  for- 
mer at  New  Orleans,  the  latter  at  this  port. 

Perhsps  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  these 
cases  would  render  it  expedient  to  employ  additional 
'  counsel  in  aid  of  the  United  Sutes  Attorney,  as  he 
j  will  be  oppsed  by  able  lawyers  from  New  Orleans. 
I  Should  you  deem  this  proper,  be  pleased,  sir,  to  direct 
I  the  sum  which  may  be  allowed.  I  have,  dec. 

ADDIN   LEWIS,  Collector. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.Cbawfueo,  Sec.of  Treasury. 

THE  CONTESTED  SEAT. 
The  House  then,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  remainder 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  on 
the  contested  election  of  Mr.  Merrill,  of  Vermont. 
The   House  having  yesterday  agreed  to  the  first 


indefinite  period  of  time,  without  the  interposition  of 
Government,  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  give  you 
the  earliest  advice  of  it. 

Immediately  after  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
19th  March  last,  I  instructed  Captain  Smith  to  cruise 
with  the  cutter  to  the  southward  as  far  as  St.  Mary's 
bar,  with  a  view  of  preventing  the  landing  of  such 
people  on  the  seaboard  ;  but  it  is  not  in  his  power  to 
guard  the  St.  Mary's,  which  is  the  route  for  the  intro- 
duction of  them.  It  becomes  more  necessary  for  a 
guard  to  be  organized  by  Government,  as  this  State 
has  never  legislated  on  the  subject  of  the  importation 
of  slaves.  Were  the  Legislature  to  pass  an  act  giving 
compensation  in  some  manner  to  informers,  it  would 
have  a  tendency,  in   a  great  degree,  to  prevent  the 


As  this  species  of  traffic  may  be  carried  on  for  an    resolution,  declaring  .\Ir.  Merrill  fwt  entitled  to  a 


seat,  the  question  now  under  consideration  was  on 
agreeing  to  the  second  resolution  of  the  report, 
which  declares  that  "  RoUin  C.  Mallary  is  entitled 
to  a  scat  in  this  House." 

An  earnest  debate  followed  on  this  resolution, 
which  continued  till  near  four  o'clock.  The  reso- 
lution and  the  right  of  the  petitioner  to  a  seat 
was  advocated  by  .Messrs.  Livermohe,  Baldwin. 
Strong,  of  New  York,  Cclpeper,  Taylor,  ana 
Gross,  of  New  York.  The  resolution  was  op- 
posed, and  of  course  the  right  of  the  applicant  to 
the  seat,  by  Messrs.  Bctleh,  of  New  Hampshire, 
PiNDALL,  Claoett,  Randolph,  Storks,  HounES, 
and  Anderson. 
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ILofR. 


Illicit  bdrodvctiou  of  Slavea. 


Januahy,  1820. 


In  order  to  keep  them  ■omewhat  more  in  check,  and 
to  defeat  their  nefarious  achemea  aa  far  aa  in  my  power, 
until  Government  aid  ua  with  aoch  force  as  it  may 
^em  best  suited  to  the  purpose,  I  have  determined  to 
■tation  an  additional  revenue  boat  and  crews,  with  an 
actire  and  enterprising  officer,  at  and  near  Fort  St. 
Philip,  and  to  increase  the  crew  of  the  boata  at  the 
Balize  and  Fort  St.  John.  It  will,  I  think,  render  their 
operations  a  little  more  difficult,  and  I  confidently  rely 
on  your  approbation.  The  additional  expense  can  be 
no  consideration.  But  no  efforts  of  the  officers  of  the 
cuatoms  alone  can  be  effectual  in  preventing  the  intro- 
daction  of  Africana  from  the  westward  ;  to  put  a  atop 
to  that  traffic,  a  naval  force  suitable  to  those  waters  is 
indispensable ;  and  veaaels  captured  with  &lavc«  ought 
not  to  be  brought  to  this  port,  but  sent  to  some  other 
in  the  United  States  for  adjudication.  Encluaed  you 
will  also  find  an  act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  this 
State,  respecting  blaves  imported  in  violation  of  the 
lawa  of  CongrcM  of  2d  March,  1807.  The  object  and 
policy  of  thia  law  require  no  comment  from  me.  Vast 
numbers  of  slaves  will  be  introduced  to  an  alarming 
extent,  unlesa  prompt  and  effectual  measures  are 
adopted  by  the  General  Government. 

"  The  master  of  an  American  schooner  from  Havana 
reports  that  he  was  offered  a  full  freight  of  Africans  for 
this  river,  which  he  refused."  ,. 


Cullsctok's  Officb.Dis.  Bhlhswick.Ga., 

Port  o/Darien,  March  14,  1818. 

Sib:  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  per  last  mail, 
and  to  enclose  you  papers  respecting  forty-seven  Afri- 
can negroes  taken,  by  the  surveyor  of  Darien,  from 
one  Jared  E.  Groce,  on  their  way  to  the  Alabama  Ter- 
ritory, through  the  Indian  nation,  and  forty-one  others 
at  the  Creek  agency,  from  the  negro  houses  of  the 
agent  for  Indian  afffairs.  It  is  a  painful  duty,  sir,  to 
express  to  you,  that  I  am  in  possession  of  undoubted 
information,  that  African  and  West  India  negroes  are 
almost  daily  illicitly  introduced  into  Georgia  for  sale 
or  settlement,  or  passing  tbrough  it  to  the  Territories 
of  the  United  States  for  similar  purposes ;  these  facts 
are  notorious ;  and  it  is  not  unusual  to  see  such  ne- 
groes in  the  streets  of  St.  Mary's,  and  such,  too,  re- 
cently captured  by  our  veslels  ot  war,  and  ordered  to 
Savannah,  were  illegally  bartered  by  hundreds  in  that 
city  ;  for  this  bartering  or  bonding,  (as  it  is  called,  but 
in  reality  selling.)  actually  took  pisce  before  any  de- 
cision waa  passed  by  the  court  respecting  them. 

I  cannot  but  again  express  to  you,  sir,  that  these 
irregularities  and  mocking  of  the  laws,  by  men  who 
understand  them,  and  who,  it  was  presumed,  would 
have  respected  them,  are  such,  that  it  requires  the  im- 
mediate interposition  of  Congress  to  effect  a  suppres- 
sion of  thia  traflSc;  for,  as  things  are,  should  a  faithful 
officer  of  Government  apprehend  such  negroes,  to 
avoid  the  penalties  imposed  by  the  laws,  the  proprie- 
tors disclaim  them,  and  some  ardent  of  the  Executive 
demands  a  delivery  of  the  same  to  him,  who  may  em- 
ploy them  aa  he  plea<e8,  or  effect  a  sale  by  way  of  a 
bond  for  the  restoration  of  the  negroes  when  legally 
called  on  so  to  do;  which  bond,  it  is  understood,  is  to 
be  forfeited,  aa  the  amount  of  the  bond  ii  so  much 
leas  than  the  value  of  the  property.  Arul  again,  sir, 
an  officer  diaposed  to  perform  hia  trust  with  fidelity, 
is  placed  at  the  mercy  of  the  State ;  for,  to  carry  the 
intention  of  the  federal  laws  into  execution,  great  ex- 
penses may  be  incurred,  and  for  which  the  Sute 
aecms  not  to  have  made  any  provision ;  but  has,  by  its 


own  law  of  the  laat  aeasion  of  the  Legiaktnre,  in* 
vested  the  Executive  with  the  power  of  becoming  • 
speculator  on  the  exertions  and  integrity  of  such  fed- 
eral  officers  as  feci  the  weight  of  their  responsibility, 
and  who  are  willing  to  'perform  their  duty.  For  in- 
sUnce,  sir:  after  much  fatigue,  peril,  and  expense, 
eighty-eight  Africans  are  seized  and  brought  by  th« 
surveyor  to  Darien ;  they  arc  demanded  immadialely 
by  the  Governor's  agent.  And  notwithstanding  the 
knowledge  which  his  Excellency  bad,  that  thea«  very 
Africana  were  for  some  weeks  within  siity  miles  of 
his  Excellency's  residence,  (the  seat  ofGovemment,) 
there  was  no  effort,  no  stir  made  by  him,  his  agents, 
or  subordinate  State  officers,  to  carry  the  lawa  into 
execution  ;  but  no  sooner  than  it  v^as  understood  that 
a  seizure  had  been  effected  by  an  officer  of  the  United 
States,  a  demand  is  made  for  them ;  and  it  is  not  dif- 
ficult to  perceive,  by  a  compliance,  that  the  very  ag- 
gressors may,  by  a  forfeiture  of  the  mock  bond,  be 
again  placed  in  possession  of  the  smuggled  property, 
at  but  little  additional  expense  tu  them,  but  at  the 
entire  ruin  of  the  officers  who  had  executed,  with 
fidelity,  the  laws  they  felt  booml  to  observe.  There 
are  many  negroes,  (independfml  of  thoM  mentioned 
as  having  been  bartered  in  Sav^iiaab,  dec,  before  any 
decision  had  passed  respecting  tbem,)  recently  intro- 
duced into  thia  State  and  the  Alabwna  Territory,  and 
which  can  be  apprehended.  The  undertaking  would 
be  great;  but,  to  be  sensible  that  we  shall  possess  your 
approbation,  and  that  we  are  carrying  the  views  and 
wishes  of  the  Government  into  execution,  is  all  we 
wish,  and  it  shall  be  done,  independently  of  every  per- 
sonal conaideration.     I  have,  &c. 

WM.  I.  McINTOSH,  ColUaur, 
Hon.  W.  H.  CiiAWFORo, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

CoLLCcToa's  OrncB, 

Savannah,  November,  1817. 

Sie:  I  have  the  honor  of  informing  you  that  the 
schooner  Tentativa,  reported  to  be  under  Spanish 
colors,  with  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  slaves  on 
board,  was  brought  into  this  port  on  the  IDlh  instant, 
by  a  part  of  the  crew  of  the  United  States  vessel  the 
Saranac,  John  H.  Elton  commander,  having  been  cap- 
tured by  said  vessel,  and  at  the  time  abandoned  by 
her  crew.  The  Tentativa  has  been  libelled  by  the 
Proctor  for  the  captors;  and  the  slaves,  by  order  of 
the  court,  delivered  over  to  the  Proctor  for  the  captor* 
and  the  collector  of  this  port,  to  be  taken  care  of  by 
them,  until  demanded  by  the  competent  authority. 
This  order  was  procured  by  the  Proctor  for  the  cap- 
tors, with  a  view  of  preserving  the  livea  of  the  alaves, 
they  being  destitute  of  provisions  and  clothing,  and 
mubt  have  perished  had  they  l>een  longer  at  sea. 
Four  of  them  have  already  died,  but  the  remaining 
part  of  them  have  been  so  disposed  of  as  to  insure 
comfort  to  them  for  the  present.  Under  the  order  of 
the  court,  and  the  influence  of  humanity,  it  appears 
to  be  my  duty  to  interest  myself  lor  the  sufferers; 
and,  having  an  estate  near  the  city,  I  inquired  of  my 
agent  how  many  of  these  people  he  conld  acconnmo- 
date  with  house-room,  and  upon  his  statement  I  have 
taken  possession  of  forty  in  number,  ail  of  whom  I 
have  clothed,  and  shall  continue  otherwise  to  auccor,. 
until  demanded  by  the  competent  authority. 

I  have,  &c.  A.  S.  BULLOCK, 

ColUetor. 

Hon.  W.  H.  CmiWFo«D, 
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Jamdary,  1820. 


V^ermont  Contested  Eledum. 


H.  OF  R. 


Extract  of  a  tetter  from  the  Deputy  Colketor  of  Nova  ] 
Iberia  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated  I 
September  27,  1818.  ! 

"  On  the  8th  of  July  last.  Captain  Amelung,  with 
eighteen  of  his  company,  agreed  to  go  with  me  to  the  | 
Bayou  Nementou,  to  suppress  smuggling.  On  the 
day  and  succeeding  night  alter  our  arrival  there,  we  | 
took  thirteen  prisoners  that  came  armed  to  support  j 
smugglers,  &.c.  The  next  day  we  took  one  of  their  i 
vessels;  set  some  hands  to  work  in  repairing  her,  and 
Captain  Amelung  returned  to  Nova  Iberia  for  the  bal- 
ance of  hia  company;  returned  with  them,  and  we 
proceeded  on  with  twenty-five  men  to  the  Bayou  Cu- 
reuseau.  On  our  arrival  there  we  mude  more  prison- 
era;  seized  three  African  negroea,  two  reasels,  and 
part  of  their  cargoes.  Runners  had  been  sent  ahead 
of  us,  and  five  or  six  vessels  run  out  of  the  Bayou  a 
few  days  prior  to  our  arrival  there.  A  large  number 
of  African  negroes  had  been  on  that  Bayou,  eighty  of 
which  left  there  a  short  time  before  our  arrival,  and 
about  twenty  pasaed  us  the  night  before  we  arrived. 
We  proceeded  down  the  Coreuseau,  and  came  round 
to  the  Bayou  Xementou.  Captain  .\melung  fur- 
nished me  with  %  lieutenant  and  eighteen  men,  and 
returned  by  land  to  Nova  Iberia  with  the  balance  of 
hie  company.  We  proceeded  with  the  vessels  down 
the  Nementou  ;  met  a  felluchc,  commanded  by  one  of 
Lafitte'a  captains  off*  the  mouth  of  the  Bayou.  The 
captain  took  us  for  smugglers ;  we  got  him  on  board 
of  one  of  our  vessels,  and,  notwithstanding  his  direct- 
ing his  men,  in  French,  when  he  left  his  own  vessel 
to  cut  their  cable  if  he  did  not  return  with  the  boat, 
run  down  our  boat,  and  kill  every  man  on  board,  we 
boarded  her  after  they  cut  their  cable,  and  took  her 
without  the  loss  of  one  man.  Her  cargo  consists  of 
coffee,  cucoa,  refined  wax  for  candles,  oil,  dry  goods, 
and  about  ten  thousand  pounds  of  quicksilver.  I  ar- 
rived here  yesterday,  having  suffered  much.  During 
the  line  storm  we  lost  three  anchors,  sprung  one  mast, 
carried  away  our  yards  and  sails.  I  left  the  vessels  in 
the  Vermillion  Bay ;  shall  start  immediately  to  bring 
tbem  round  to  this  place.  It  there  was  one  small 
cutter  on  this  coast,  she  would  be  of  great  service." 

•  Collbctub's  Office, 

Savannah.  May  22,  1817. 

Sib  :  I  have  just  received  information  Irom  a  source 
on  which  I  can  implicitly  rely,  that  it  has  already  be- 
come the  practice  to  introduce  into  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, across  the  St.  .Mary's  river,  from  Amelia  Island, 
East  Florida,  Africans,  who  have  been  carried  in'othe 
port  of  Fernandina,  subsequent  tu  the  capture  of  it  by 
the  Patriot  army,  now  in  possession  of  it. 

As  this  species  of  traffic  may  be  carried  on  for  an 
indefinite  period  of  time,  without  the  interposition  of 
Government,  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  give  you 
the  earliest  advice  of  it. 

Immediately  after  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
19th  March  last,  I  instructed  Captain  ^ith  to  cruise 
with  the  cutter  to  the  southward  as  far  as  St.  Mary's 
bar,  with  a  view  of  preventing  the  landing  of  soch 
people  on  the  seaboard  ;  but  it  is  not  in  his  power  to 
guard  the  St.  Mary's,  which  is  the  route  for  the  intro- 
duction of  them.  It  becomes  more  necessary  for  a 
guard  to  t>e  organized  by  Government,  as  this  State 
has  never  legislated  on  the  subject  of  the  importation 
of  slaves.  Were  the  Legislature  to  pass  an  act  giving 
compensation  in  some  manner  to  informers,  it  would 
have  a  tendency,  in   a  great  degree,  to  prevent  the 


pfBCtiee.  As  the  thing  now  ia,  no  citiieo  will  take 
the  trouble  of  searching  for  and  detecting  the  slaves. 
I  further  understand  that  the  evil  will  not  be  confined 
altogether  to  Africans,  but  will  be  extended  to  the 
worst  class  of  West  ludia  slaves.     I  am,  dec. 

A.  S.  BULLOCK,  Collector. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Cbawfobb,  Sec.  of  Treasury. 


Collectob's  Office, 

Port  of  Mobile,  October  7,  I8I8. 

SiB  :  It  is  understood  that  Judge  Webb,  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  Territory,  has  resigned.  Permit  me, "sir, 
to  suggest  the  importance  of  an  early  appointment  to 
the  vacancy,  in  order  that  the  person  appointed  might 
be  present  at  the  next  session  of  the  general  court,  on 
the  first  Monday  of  January  next.  There  are  now 
pending  before  that  court  a  number  of  cases  of  very 
great  importance  to  the  pubhc  interest,  particularly 
those  of  the  three  vacant  vessels,  their  cargoes,  and 
upwards  of  one  hundred  slaves. 

I  hope  the  .Vttorney  of  the  United  Statea  has  inform- 
ed the  Treasury  Department  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
court  ill  these  cases  ;  not  having  seen  him  since,  I 
have  not  attempted  a  statement  of  proceedings  to  me 
so  very  strange.  This,  however,  appears  certain,  that 
the  yesscis  and  cargoes  and  the  slaves  have  been  de- 
livered on  bonds,  the  former  to  the  owners,  and  the 
slaves  to  three  other  persons.  The  grand  jury  found 
true  bills  against  the  owners  of  the  vessels,  maaters, 
and  a  supercargo,  all  of  whom  are  discharged  ;  why 
or  wherefore  I  cannot  aay,  except  that  it  could  not  be 
for  want  of  proof  againi-t  them. 

It  ia  certainly  a  matter  o(  great  importance  that 
these  cases  be  stamped  with  the  full  force  of  the  law, 
to  prevent  future  importations.  Two  of  the  vessels 
were  cleared  at  Havana,  for  New  Orleans,  and  one  for 
this  port;  and  all  .American  registered  vessels,  the  for- 
mer at  New  Orleans,  the  latter  at  this  port. 

Perhaps  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  these 
cases  would  render  it  expedient  to  employ  additional 
counsel  in  aid  of  tlie  United  States  Attorney,  as  ha 
will  be  oppsed  l^  able  lawyers  from  New  Orleans. 
Should  you  deem  this  proper,  be  pleased,  sir,  to  direct 
the  sum  which  may  be  allowed.  I  have,  dec. 

ADDIN   LEWIS,  Collector. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.Cbawfobd,  Sec.  of  Treanury.  * 

THE  CONTESTED  SEAT* 
The  House  then,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  remainder 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  on 
the  contested  election  of  Mr.  Merrill,  of  Vermont. 
The  House  having  yesterday  agreed  to  the  first 
resolution,  declaring  Mr.  Merrill  not  entitled  to  a 
seat,  the  question  now  under  consideration  was  on 
agreeing  to  the  second  resolution  of  the  report, 
which  declares  that  "  Roliin  C.  Mallary  is  entitled 
to  a  seat  in  this  House." 

An  earnest  debate  followed  on  this  resolution, 
which  continued  till  near  four  o'clock.  The  reso- 
lution and  the  right  of  the  petitioner  to  a  seat 
was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Livermore,  Baldwin, 
Strong,  of  New  York,  Cllpeper,  Tavlob,  and 
Gross,  of  .New  York.  The  resolution  was  op- 
posed, and  of  course  the  right  of  the  applicant  to 
the  seat,  by  Mes.srs.  Butler,  of  New  Hampshire, 

PiNDALL,  ClaGETT,  RANDOLPH,  StORR.S,  HoLM£8, 
and  ANDERiJON. 
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The  Finance?. 


January, 1820. 

IS  = 


The  question  was  finally  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative, by  yeas  and  nays;  for  the  resolution  116, 
against  it  47,  as  follows : 

YiAS — Menrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Allen  of  Tennessep, 
Archer,  Baldwin,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Boden, 
Brown,  Brash,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana, 
Campbell,  Case,  Clarke,  Cook,  Crowell,  Culbrcth, 
Culpeper,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Dennison, 
Dewitt,  Dowse,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Conn.,  Edwards  of 
Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of  IVorth  Carolina,  Ervin,  Fay, 
Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Fullerton.  Garnett,  CroM  of  New 
York,  Gross  of  Penn.,Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York.  Hall 
of  Delaware,  Hardin,  Hazard,  Hernpbill,  Hendricks, 
Herrick,  Hibahman,  Hosteller,  Jones  of  Tennessee, 
Kendall,  Kent,  Kinsley,  l.athrop.  Little,  Lincoln,  Lino, 
Livermore,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maclay.  McCoy,  Mc- 
Creary,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Marchand,  Mason,  Met- 
calf,  R.  Moore,  SS.  Moore,  iMonell,  Morton,  Murray, 
Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Patterson,  Peek,  Phelps,  Philson,  Pinckney, 
Pitcher,  Plumcr,  Reed,  Rhea,  Richmond,  Ringgold, 
Robertson,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  8haw,  Sim- 
kins,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  .Maryland, 
B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York, 
Tarr,  Taylor,  Terrell,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Trimble, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Van 
Repsaelaer,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Wallace,  War- 
tie'J,  Wenduver,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of 
N(*th  Carolina,  and  Wood — 116. 

Nais — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen  of  New  York,  An- 
derson, Ball,  Bayly,  Buffum,  Burton,  Butler  of  New 
Hampshire,  Cannon,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crawford, 
Davidson,  Earle,  Fisher,  Floyd.  Folger,  Foot,  Hall  of 
North  Carolina,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jonea 
of  Virginia,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mercer,  Moaeley, 
Neale,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Pindall,  Quarles, 
Randolph,  Rankin,  Settle,  Silsbee,  Slocumb,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Swearin- 
gen,  Tom linson, Tyler,  Upham,  and  Whitman — 47, 

So  it  was  decided  that  Rollin  C.  Mallary  is 
entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House;  and  Mr.  M.  came 
forward,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  accord- 
ingly. 


Friday,  January  14. 

Mr.  Rhea  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
B.  Beal,  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
.  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is  committed 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of 
Nicholas  Vreeland,  deceased." 

Mr.  Williams  made  an  unfavorable  report  on 
the  case  of  Henry  Cain,  which  was  read ;  when 
Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend  the 
resolution  recoinniendtd  in  the  said  rqwrt,  so  as 
to  make  it  read,  "  That  the  claim  of  Henry  Cain, 
for  fifty  dollars,  be  granted  ;"  when  the  report  and 
amendment  were  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  certain  persons  who  have  paid  duties  on 
certain  goods  imported  into  Castine,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment ;  and  the  bill  was  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to-morrow. 


Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 

Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on   the   petition  of 

James  Mackay,  assignee  of  MrDaniel,  accompanied 

I  with  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  said  Jamesi  Mackay, 

[  of  the  Territory  of  Mi.ssoirri ;  which  bill  was  read 

i  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 

I  Whole  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  for  the  relief 

of  persons  holding  confirmed  unloeated  claims  for 

;  land  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  supplementary  to  "An  act  providing 
for  cases  of  lost  military  land  warrants,  and  dis- 
charges for  faithful  services;"  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  same  Committee. 

Mr.  A.MDER80N,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  pre- 
sented on  the  10th  instant,  made  a  report  thereon, 
accompanied  with  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain 
settlers  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  re.siding  in  the 
Vincennes  district;  which  bill  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petitions 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Kenawha 
and  Mason,  in  the  State  of  Virginia  ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  hill  to  alter  the  terms  of  the  court  of  the 
western  district  of  Virginia ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  Slate  on  the  petition  of  Jacob  and       » 
Henry  H.  Schieffelin  ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  au- 
thorizing payment  to  be  made  for  certain  muskets 
impressed  into  the  service  of  the  United  States," 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
"  Resolution  for  the  further  distribution  of  the 
Journal  of  the  Convention  which  formed  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,"  were  read  and  con- 
curred in  by  the  House.  .  -  ■ 

THE  FLXANCES. 

Mr.  Strother  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions, to  wit: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  report,  without  delay,  to  this  House,  the 
actual  balance  in  the  Treasury,  and  in  the  hands  of 
the  Treasurer,  as  agent  of  the  Navy  Department  and 
War  Department ;  and  the  amount,  if  any,  in  the  Trea- 
sury, subject  to  the  control  of  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Sinking  Fund,  on  the  1st  of  January.  1829. 

2.  Revolted,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  report,  without  delay,  to  this  House,  upon 
what  principle  he  has  estimated  the  receipts  in  the 
Treasury  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  for  the 
year  1820. 

.3.  Retolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed,  without  delay,  to  re{>ort  to  this  House,  what 
amount  of  the  put>lic  debt  will  be  redeemable,  accord- 


913 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


914 


1 

} 


♦ 


Janoabt,  1830. 


New  York  CjiUetUd  EUction—CivUizaticn  of  Indiana. 


H.  orR. 


ioff  to  the  terms  of  the  contract,  in  the  years  1820, 
1821,  1822,  1823,  and  1824;  and  what  amount  would 
be  leh  of  the  Sinking  Fund  in  each  year,  re8)>ectiTeiy, 
after  the  payment  of  the  intereat  of  the  public  debt, 
and  the  portion  of  the  principal  which  may  be  redeem- 
able within  the  year. 

4.  Retolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  TreMury  be 
directed,  without  delay,  to  report  to  thia  Houae,  the 
present  price  of  the  stocks,  and  whether,  in  hit  opiniim, 
if  the  price  it  above  par,  it  will  probably  continue  to 
until  the  period  at  which  the  ttock  issued  in  the  late 
war  thalt  become  redeemable  ,-  and  if,  in  hit  opinion, 
such  should  probably  be  the  fact,  whether  it  would  not 
be  advisable  to  apply  the  surplus  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
to  the  current  eipcosrs  of  the  Government,  rather 
than  resort  to  loans  or  taxes. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  suggested 
the  propriety  of  omitting  the  words  "  without 
delay,"  as  unusual  and  not  necessary. 

Mr.  Strother  insisted  on  retaining  the  words, 
which  were  intended  to  express  the  wish  of  the 
House tohavean  early  report, and  not  asan  intended 
departure  from  courtesy.  Mr.  S.  proceeded  then 
to  explain  his  views  in  offering  the  resolutions,  to 
show  their  propriety,  and  to  enforce  the  necessity 
of  the  information  required,  to  enable  the  House 
to  act  understandingly  on  the  momentous  subject 
of  providing  for  the  public  exigencies. 

Mr.  Balowin  objected  to  the  fourth  resolution, 
because  the  subject  of  it  had  already  been  submit- 1 
ted  to  the  deliberation  and  decision  of  the  Hou.se  ] 
by  the  Secretary  hitnself  in  his  annual  report,  and  I 
it  was  improper  to  refer  it  back  to  the  Secretary 
for  his  opinion,  &c. 

Mr.  Strothkr  replied  at  some  length  to  sustain 
the  propriety  of  the  resolution  referred  to — stating 
that  from  the  long  period  which  the  Secretary  had 
filled  his  station,  no  must,  necessarily  be  better 
qualified  by  his  experience,  as  well  as  by  his  politi- 
cal acquirements  and  rigorous  mind,  to  afford  the 
information  called  for,  and  he  hoped  the  House 
would  consent  to  it. 

Mr.  LowNOE.s  had  no  objection  to  any  of  the 
resolutions,  except  the  fourth,  and  as  the  Secretary 
would  be  able  to  furnish  promptly  the  information 
requested  by  the  others,  he  hoped  and  moved  that, 
the  words  "  without  delay,"  be  stricken  out.  Mr. 
L.  was  opposed  to  the  fourth  resolution,  because 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  comply  with  it, 
must  necessarily  enter  into  all  the  minute  calcula- 
tion of  probable  events  for  years  to  come,  of  peace 
and  war,  or  else  he  must  be  under  the  necessity  of 
making  a  report  extremely  unsatisfactory.  He 
therefore  moved,  to  amend  the  fourth  resolution 
by  striking  out  all  between  the  word  "whether," 
in  the  3d  line,  to  the  word  "  whether"  in  the  8th 
line  ;  but,  before  any  question  was  taken, 

Mr.  Bateman  moved  that  the  resolution  be  laid 
on  the  table  and  be  printed  ;  which  motion  pre- 
vailed, 50  to  49 ;  and  the  resolutions  were  laid  on 
the  table  accordingly. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions on  the  petition  of  James  Guyon,  jun.,  contest- 
ing the  right  of  Ebcnezer  Sage,  one  of  the  members 


returned  as  rfected  from  the  State  of  New  York, 
which  report  declares  that  Mr.  Sage  is  not  entitled 
to  a  seat,  and  that  Mr.  Gruyon  is. 

[The  question  involved  in  this  case  was  whether 
votes  which  were  given  for  James  Guyon,  junior, 
but  returned  by  the  officer  without  the  addition  of 
"junior"  should  be  allowed  to  J.  Guyon,  jun. ;  no 
other  person  of  that  name  being  a  candidate.  These 
votes  nad  been  withheld  from  Mr.  Guyon  which 
gave  Mr.  Sage  a  majority — by  giving  to  J.  Guyon, 
lun.,  all  these  votes  it  would  make  a  majority  in 
txis  favor.  The  Committee  decided  to  correct  the 
error  of  the  returning  officer,  agreeably  to  the  prac- 
tice of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  similar 
cases  heretofore.  Mr.  S.  has  not  appeared  to  claim 
the  seat.] 

A  good  deal  of  discussion  took  place  on  this  sub- 
ject, relative  to  various  circumstances  attending 
the  election,  the  conduct  of  the  officer,  Ac,  after 
which,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  their  agree- 
ment to  the  report. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  report,  which  de- 
cided the  petitioner  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  House; 
when  Mr.  Guyon  cape  forward,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat ;  and  the  House  adjourned  to 
Monday. 

Monday,  January  17. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  resolution 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  States  of  Illinois, 
requesting  that  commissioners  may  be  appointed 
to  survey  and  mark  a  road  from  Wheeling,  in  the 
State  of  Virginia,  through  the  States  of  Ohio,  In- 
diana, and  Illinois;  and  that  certain  lands  may 
be  .set  apart  to  raise  a  fund  for  making  said  road; 
which  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  Cook  presented  the  petition  of  the  Greneral 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  praying  that  the 
claims  to  land  of  certain  persons  in  that  State,  de- 
rived under  the  act  of  3d  March,  1792,  for  militia 
services,  may  be  examined,  and  that  provision  may 
be  made  for  their  confirmation  ;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  James 
Maxwell,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  a  subscrip- 
tion for  a  digest  of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the 
terms  of  the  court  of  the  western  district  of  Vir- 
ginia" was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

CIVILIZ.\TION  OF  THE  INDIANS. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting 
port  of  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in  the 
civilization  of  the  Indian  tribes,  and  the  sums 
which  have  been  expended  on  that  object,  pre- 
pared in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  6th  in- 
stant ;  which  letter  and  report  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table.     The  letter  is  as  follows: 

DEPiamEirr  or  Wab,  January  15. 

Sin  :  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Houae 
of  Repreaentatives  of  the  6th  instant,  *'  that  the  8ec- 
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r«Ury  of  War  be  directed  to  report  whether  aoy,  and, 
il  any,  what  progreac  haa  been  made  in  the  civiliution 
of  the  Indian  tnbea,  and  the  mtuf  of  money,  if  any, 
have  been  expended  on  that  object,  under  the,  act  of 
the  last  seiision,"  I  have  the  honorlo  make  theifollow- 
ing  statement : 

No  part  of  the  appropriation  of  ten  ihouaand  dol- 
lars annually,  made  at  the  la^tt  session,  for  the  civiliza- 
tion  of  the  Indians,  haa  yet  been  applied.  The  Presi- 
dent was  of  opinion,  that  the  object  of  the  act  would 
be  more  certainly  efiected,  by  applying  the  sum  appro- 
priated in  aid  of  the  efforts  of  societiea,  or  individuals, 
who  might  feel  disposed  to  bestow  their  time  and  re- 
sources to  effect  the  object  contemplated  by  it ;  and  a 
circular  (of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy.)  was  ad- 
dressed to  those  individuals  and  societies  who  have  di- 
rected their  attention  to  the  civilization  of  the  Indians. 
The  objects  of  the  circular  were  to  obtain  information, 
and  disclo6e  the  views  of  the  President,  in  order  to 
concentrate  and  unite  the  efforts  of  individuals  and 
societies,  in  the  mode  contemplated  by  the  act  of  th« 
last  SCSI-ion.  The  information  collected  will  enable 
the  President  to  apply,  early  in  this  year,  the  sum  ap- 
propriated. The  economy  and  intelligence  with  which 
it  will  be  applied,  under  the  superintendence  of  zealous 
and  disinterested  individuals,  will,  it  is  hoped,  carry 
into  cfftyct,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  views  of  Congress. 


opinion,  that,  until  tlMf*  is  a  radical  change  in  tli« 
system,  any  efforts,  which  may  be  made,  must  fall 
short  of  complete  success.  They  must  b«  brought 
gradually  under  our  authority  and  laws,  or  they  will 
insensibly  waste  away  io  vice  and  misery.  It  is  impos- 
sible, with  their  customs,  that  they  should  exist  as  in- 
dependent communities,  in  the  midst  of  civilized  society. 
They  are  not,  in  fact,  an  independent  people,  (I  speak 
of  thoac  surrounded  by  our  population,)  nor  ought 
they  to  be  so  considered.  They  should  t>«  taken 
under  our  guardianship;  and  our  opinion,  and  not 
theirs,  ought  to  prevail,  in  measures  intended  for  their 
civilisation  and  happines.  .K  system  less  vigorous  may 
protract,  but  cannot  arrest  their  fate. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  6ce., 

•  J.  C.  CALHOUN. 
H.  Clat. 
Speaker  Hotue  of  Hep$. 


H 


05. 


1/ 
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DEPAaTMKXT  or  Wah,  Sept.    ,  1819. 
Sib:  In  order  to  render  the  sum  often    thousand 
dollars  annually  appropriated  at  the  laat  aession  of  Con- 
gresB  for  the  civilization  of  the   Indians,  as  extensive- 
ly beneficial  as  possible,  the  President  is  of  an  opinion, 


While  many  of  the  Indian  tribes  have  acquired  I  that  it  ought  to  be  applied  in  co-operation  with  the 
only  the  vices  with  w-hich  a  savage  people  usually  be-  j  exertions  of  benevolent  associations  or  individuals,  who 
come  tainted,  by  their  inttrcourse  with  those  who  are  i  ™»y  choose  to  devote  their  time  or  means  to  effect  the 


civilized,  others  appear  to  be  making  gradual  advances 
in  industry  and  civilisation.  Among  the  latter  descrip- 
tion may  be  placed  the  Cherokees,  Choctaws,  Chick- 
asaws,  and  perhaps  the  Creeks,  most  of  the  remnants 


object  contemplated  by  the  act  of  Congress.  But  it 
will  be  indispensable,  in  order  to  apply  any  portion  of 
the  sum  appropriated  in  the  manner  proposed,  that 
the  plan  of  education,  in  addition  to  reading,  writing. 


of  the  Six  Nations,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  the  i  ^"J  arithmetic,  t>hould.  in  the  instruction  of  boys,  ex 
WyandoU,  Senecas,  and  Shawanese,  at  Upper  San-  j  'enJ  to  the  practical  knowledge  of  the  mode  of  agri- 
doaky,  and  VVapakonetta.  The  Cherokees  exhibit  a  I  culture,  and  of  such  of  the  mechanic  arts  suited  to  the 
more  favorable  appearance  than  any  other  tribe  of  In-  !  condition  of  the  Indians;  and  in  that  of  the  girls,  to 
dians.  There  are  already  established  two  flourishing  *  spinning,  weaving,  and  sewing.  It  is  also  indispcnsa- 
schools  among  them.  One  at  Brainard,  under  the  I  We  that  the  establishment  should  be  fixed  within  the 
superintendence  of  the  American  Board  tor  Foreign  limits  of  those  Indian  nations  who  border  on  our  set- 
Missions,  at  which  there  are  at  present  about  one  hundred  '  tiements.  Such  associations,  or  individuals,  who  are 
youths  of  both  sexes.  The  institution  is  on  the  Lan- j  »'''«^'^y  actually  engaged  in  educating  the  Indians, 
casterian  plan,  and  is  in  a  very  flourishing  condition.  *"J  who  may  desire  the  co-operation  of  the  Govern- 
Besides  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  the  boys  are  {  nifnt,  will  report  U»  the  Department  of  War,  to  be  laid 
taught  agriculture,  and   the  ordinary  mechanic  arts,     before  the  President,  the  location  of  the   institutions 


and  the  girls,  sewing,  knitting,  and  weaving.  At 
Spring  Place,  in  the  same  nation,  there  is  a  school  on 
a  more  limited  scale,  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
United  Brethren,  or  Moravians.  Two  other  schools 
are  projected  in  the  some  nation,  one  by  the  .American, 
and  the  other  by  the  Baptist  Board,  for  Foreign  Mis- 


under  their  superintendence;  their  funds;  the  number 
and  kind  of  teachers;  the  number  of  youths  of  both 
sexes;  the  objects  which  are  actually  embraced  in  their 
plan  of  education  ;  and  the  extent  of  the  aid  which 
theyrcquire;  and  such  institutions  as  are  formed,  but 
have  not  gone  into   actual    operation,    will   report   the 


•ions;  and  arrangements  are  making  to  esublish  two  ;  extent  of  their  funds;  the  places  at  which  they  intend 


other  schools  among  that  portion  of  the  Cherokee  na- 
tion which  reside  on  the  Arkansas.  The  Choctaws 
and  Chickasaws  have  recently  evinced  a  strong  desire 
to  have  schools  established  among  them,  and  meas- 
ures have  been  taken  by  the  .American  Board  for  For- 
eign .Missions  for  that  purpose,  .\  part  of  the  former 
nation  have  appropriated  two  thousand  dollars  annual- 


to  make  th«  ir  establishments ;  the  whole  number  of 
youths,  of  both  sexes,  which  they  intend  to  educate; 
the  number  and  kind  of  teachers  to  be  employed  ;  the 
plan  of  education  adopted  ;  aad  the  extent  of  the  aid 
required. 

Thiii  information  wUl  be   necessary  to   enable   the 
President  to  determine  whether  the 


...  -  ^  appropriation  of 

ly,  out  of  their  annuity,  for  seventeen  years,  as  a  school  [  Congress  ought  to  be  applied  in  co-operation  with  the 
fund.  A  part  of  the  Six  Nations,  in  New  York,  have,  j  institutions  which  may  request  it,  and  to  make  a  juat 
of  late,   made   considerable   improvements;    and    the  j '^i*"'i^*ution  of  the  sum  appropriated. 
W'yandoU,  Senecas,  and  Shawnanese, -at  Upper  San- 
dusky, and  Wapakonetta,  have,    under  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  Society  oi  Friends,  made  considerable 
advance  in  civilization. 


Althoagh  partial  advances  may  be  made,  under  the  ' 
present  ayatem.   to  civilize  the  Indiana,  I  am   of  an  i 


I 


In  proportion  to  the  means  of  the  Government,  co- 
operation will  be  extended  to  such  institutions  as  may 
be  approved,  as  well  in  erecting  necessary  buildings, 
as  in  their  current  ex|>enses. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Stc, 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 
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THE  FINANCES. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sthothch, 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions 
submitted  by  him  on  Friday — the  question  being 


Mr.  Flotd  moved  to  amend  the  first  resolution 
by  striking  out  the  words  which  require  the  Secre- 
tary to  state  the  actual  balance  "  in  the  hands  of 
the  Treasurer,  as  agent  of  the  Navy  Department 


on   the    amendments    proposed    thereto    by    Mr.  i  and  the  War  Department,''  inasmuch  as  these  bal 
Lowndes.  ances,  having  bi-en  drawn  from  the  Trea.sury  and 

The  first  amendment  for  striking  out  the  words  i  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  as  agent  for 
"  without  delay,"  was  agreed  to  without  a  division.  :  the  other  departments,  were  now  beyond  the  con- 
Mr.  Strother  opposed  the  second  amendment,  trol  of  the  Secretary,  &c. 
proposing  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the  4th  resolu-  ;  Mr.  Strother  oppo.sed  the  motion,  and  spoke 
tion  which  requires  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  to  obviate  the  objections  to* it 
of  the  Treasury  whether,  if  the  price  of  stock  is  The  motion  was  lost ;  and  after  some  objections 
above  par,  it  will  probably  continue  so  until  the  by  Mr.  Cobb,  to  the  second  resolution,  which  were 
period  at  which  the  stock  issued  in  the  late  war  answered  by  Messrs,  Lowndes  and  Foot,  the 
becomes  redeemable,  dtc.  He  contended  that  the  ,  three  first  resolutions  were  successively  agreed  to 
Secretary,  from  his  superior  information  and  con-  |  without  a  division. 

slant  attention  to  the  subject,  which  no  member  of  i  •  The  question  being  put  on  agreeing  to  the  4th 
this  Hou.«e  was  able  to  bestow  on  it,  would  be  able  resolution,  requiring  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
to  give  such  opinions  as  would  enlighten  the  House  sury  to  report  the  nrice  of  the  public  stocks,  with 
on  the  subject,  and  form  such  data  as  would  ena-  his  opinion  "  whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  to 
ble  it  to  arrive  at  a  more  correct  judgment  in  the  applynhe  surplus  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  the  an- 
iraportant  measures  which  it  would  be  necessary  nual  expenses  of  the  Government,  rather  than  re- 
to  adopt  in  relation  to  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the    sort  to  loans  and  taxes" — 

nation  ;  that,  if  the  Secretary  did  not  choose  to  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  protested  against  the 
hazard  an  opinion  on  the  probable  price  of  the  passage  of  this  resolution.  It  was  proper  to  keep 
stocks  four  years  hence,  he  might  safely  do  it  as  to  the  different  branches  of  Government  as  separate 
the  present  and  next  year,  &c.  .Mr.  S.  extended  and  distinct  as  the  Constitution  had  made  them, 
his  arguments  and  the  illustration  of  his  opinions  However  great  the  harmony  which  existed  be- 
to  considerable  length,  in  support  of  the  resolu-  ,  tween  the  various  branches,  and  however  great 
tions.  in  the  shape  and  to  the  extent  in  which  he  \  the  talents  of  any  individual  called  to  hll  a  pam- 
had  otfered  them.  cu'ar  department,  was  it  right.  Mr.  J.  inquired,  to 

Mr.  Smith,  of  .Maryland,  said  it  was  customary  ask  of  an  officer  of  a  department  his  opinion  ?  He 
to  ask  of  the  Secretaries  a  statement  of  facLs,  but  entertained  the  highest  respect  for  the  talents  and 
very  seldom  their  opinions,  on  public  matters.  On  the  integrity  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ;  but, 
this  subject,  however,  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea-  notwithstanding  this,  when  he  looked  at  tnisDoaVj 
sury  had  fully  communicated  his  views,  with  the  the  representatives  often  millions  of  people,  called 
facts,  in  his  annual  report.  Mr.  S.  went  into  an  on  to  decide  questions  of  policy,  he  could  not  agree 
examination  of  the  facts  connected  with  the  Sink-  it  was  neces.sary  to  ask  for  the  opinion  of  an  Ex- 
ing  Fund,  and  the  price  of  stocks,  to  show  that  ecutive  officer  to  direct  their  steps.  The  House 
there  would  Ik-  two  millions  and  a  half  of  the  was  bound  to  perform  certain  duties,  and  it  was 
Sinking  Fund  inapplicable  to  paying  the  public  proper  to  call  tor  facts  if  they  were  requisite  ;  and, 
debt  in  the  year  1821,  and  the  sum  of  five  millions  ,  if  with  these  they  could  not  act  wisely,  let  them 
the  subsequent  years,  dec.,  until,  in  1824,  there  bear  the  responsibUity.  Mr.  J.  repeated  that  he 
would  be  a  surplus  of  twenty  millions  accruing  to  ,  wi.shed  every  department  of  the  Government  to 
this  fund.     Mr.  S.  took  this  view,  and  an  exami-    keep  within  the  orbit  prescribed  bv  the  Constitu- 

,  to  support  the  '  tion.     He  was  glad  to  find  that  the  Secretary  of 


nation  of  the  Secretary's  report, 
opinion  that  it  would  be  greatly  preferable  to  use 
this  money,  otherwise  lying  dead  in  the  Treasur}', 
instead  of  borrowing  for  the  nublic  exigencies ;  ar- 
guing that  the  public  debt  had  been  discharged 
more  rapidly  than  was  expedient,  and  that  it  would 
be  wise  aud  prudent  to  abstract  the  surplus  of  the 
next  year  at  least  from  the  Sinking  Fund  for  the 
national  use.  He  took,  also,  a  view  of  various 
circumstances  which  affect  the  price  of  stocks,  and 
make  it  extremely  fluctuating,  to  show  that  there 
was  no  divining  the  price  at  any  particular  period 
a  year  hence,  dec. 

Mr.  Strother  rejoined,  and  further  maintained 
his  opinions,  that  the  intelligent  public  agent, 
whose  attention  had  been  for  years  applied  to  a 
particular  subject,  would  be  able  to  give  opinions 
which  might  enlighten  the  House  in  forming  its 
decisions  on  that  subject. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Lowndes,  and  agreed  to. 


the  Treasury  had,  in  making  his  annual  rej)ort, 
observed  a  becoming  conduct  in  speaking  to  Con- 
gress ;  though  he  had  spoken  freely  and  fully  of 
tacts  and  circum.stances,  he  had  abstained  trom 
giving  an  opinion  where  it  was  not  necessary;  this 
was:  the  case  in  the  part  which  related  to  the  do- 
mestic manufactures,  which  Mr.  J.  read  to  show 
that  the  Secretary  had  avoided  intimating  an 
opinion. 

In  reference  to  taxes,  Mr.  J.  adverted  to  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  recommending  their  repeal, 
and  pledging  himself  that,  whenever  it  should  be- 
come necessary  again  to  resort  to  a  system  of  in- 
ternal taxes,  he  would  recommend  it  to  Congress. 
Mr.  J.  was  sorry  the  repeal  of  the  taxes  had  been 
recommended  by  the  President,  because  it  was  un- 
necessary ;  it  was  reposed  in  this  House  to  judge 
when  taxes  were  necessary,  and  when  they  might 
be  repealed;  and  he  wished  the  opinion  ot^no  Ex- 
ecutive officer  as  to  the  policy  of  measures  cob- 
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fided  to  this  House  by  the  public  will.    Mr.  J. 
concluded  by  some  remarks  oa  a   part  of  Mr. 
Smith's  observations  on  the  surplus  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  which  Mr.  S.  had  argued  supplied  the 
deticiencies  of  the  revenue,  and  left  no  excuse  for  ' 
opposing  just  measures  because  of  the  want  of 
money.     Mr.  J.  said  he  would  never  be  deterred 
from  voting  for  a  just  measure,  or  from  paying  a  ; 
just  debt,  by  the  poverty  of  the  Treasury.     In  a  ! 
just  cause,  or  in  the  support  of  a  just  policy,  the  | 
people  would  pay  taxes  willingly.     His  constitu-  J 
ents  had  borne  a  most  oppressive  tax  on  one  side  | 
of  their  principal  products  during  the  last  war,  but  j 
they  knew  it  was  to  support  the  nation  in  a  resort 
to  which  it  was  driven  by  its  deadly  enemy,  and  , 
they  did  not  murmur.  I 

Mr.  Sthother  observed,  in  reply,  that  he  was  as  I 
much  attached  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  House  and 
its  true  dignity,  as  any  one  ;  but  he  did  not  think 
It  derogatory  to  the  self-respect  of  the  House  to 
ask  for  information,  or  such   lights  as  could    be 
afforded  bv  one  of  the  public  agents.     Mr.  S.  was 
indissolubly  connected  with  that  system  of  politics 
which  looked  to  this  House  for  the  sovereign  power.  > 
As  to  the  question  of  laying  taxes,  that  question 
was  not  before  the  House,  and  sufficient  for  the 
day  vrz.s  the  evil  thereof.     Whenever   the   time 
came  when  it  should  be  necessary,  neither  he  nor  i 
his  colleague  would  shrmk  from  it.     Mr.  S.  con- 
tinned  at  some  length  to  dwell  on  the  importance 
of  the  information  called  for,  and  to  maintain  the  ' 
propriety  of  calling  on  the  Secretary,  as  one-of  the 
^ervants  of  the  public,  to  impart  such  light  to  the  ' 
subject  as  his  long  experience  and  his  talents  so  ' 
well  and  so  peculiarly  qualified  him  to  afford.  | 

Mr.  Hill  remarked  that  the  resolution  as  amend-  1 
ed  contemplated  two  objects  of  inquiry.     The  first,  I 
to  direct  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report  ' 
to  this  House,  the  present  price  of  stocks.     What 
place,  Mr.  H.  asked,  was  the  Secretary  to  make 
the  standard  of  his  inquiry  ?  should  it  be  Boston, 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  or  Charles- 
ton 1    For  the  price  varies  in  different  cities  at  the 
same  time.     All -that  the  House  had  to  do  was,  to 
cast  their  eyes  over  the  papers  printed  in  different 
parts  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  they  had  the  infor-  ' 
mation  wanted.     The  second  object  of  the  re^olu-  i 
tion  was,  to  direct  the  Secretary  to  report  whether  I 
it  would  not  be  advisable  to  apply  the  surplus  of  i 
the  Sinking  Fund  to  the  annual  expenses  of  the  ' 
Government,  rather  than  resort  to  loans  or  taxes  ?  ' 
Would  the  Representatives  often  tnillions  of  peo-  j 
pie  ask  a  single  officer  of  the  Government,  however 
respectable,  whether  they  had  better  pass  an  appro-  i 
priation  law  or  not  ?     Were  not  the  immediate 
Representatives  to  be  supposed  the  best  judges  of 
the  temper,  disposition,  and  ability,  of  the  whole 
people  when  and  how  to  pay  taxes  ?     He  rather 
thought  the  House  had  better  ask  the  Secretary,  | 
whether  or  not  it  had  better  adjourn.  i 

Mr.  Cobb  spoke  at  considerable  length  in  reply 
to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  re-  i 
ipecting  the  Sinking  Fund,  &c.  As  to  the  reso- 
lution, Mr.  C.  observed  that  the  Secretary  had 
already  in  his  report  given  all  the  information  in 
his  power,  and  a  very  explicit  opinion  against  ap- 


plying  the  unemployed  Sinkinff  Fond  to  the  ex- 
poises  of  the  Grovernment.  He  had  stated  his 
reasons  for  considering  it  inexpedient,  and  Mr.  C. 
read  the  jvassage  of  the  report  to  which  he  referred. 
Mr.  C.  deprecated  any  interruption  or  delay  in  the 
discharge  of  the  public  debt.  He  hoped  it  would 
not  be  retarded,  and,  so  far  from  wishing  to  see 
the  fund  diverted  from  that  object,  he  would  rather, 
if  possible,  increase  the  fund,  and  accelerate  the 
payment  of  the  debt.  But  the  di.scussion  was  pre- 
mature, inasmuch  as  they  had  not  yet  the  report  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  dec. 

Mr.  Johnson  made  some  additional  remarks  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Sthother,  and  to  enforce  and  sustain 
the  opinions  he  had  previously  advanced  ;  protest- 
ing against  appealing  to  any  branch  or  department 
of  the  Government,  either  Executive  or  Judicial, 
to  expound  the  policy  of  the  House  or  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Constitution ;  and  against  setting  a 
precedent  which  (as  precedents  were  often  urged 
here)  would  lead  to  an  erroneous  and  pernicious 
practice,  &c. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  concurred  in  opinion 
fully  with  Mr.  Johnson,  and  had  years  ago  opposed 
the  same  course,  when  it  would  be  attempted  to 
get  measures  through  by  the  weight  of  Executive 
opinion  which  might  not  otherwise  have  prevailed. 
He  never  wanted  from  the  Executive  offices  any- 
thing but  facts — with  these,  the  House  could  judge 
for  itself  of  the  ptolicy  of  any  measure.  By  recom- 
mending the  application  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to 
the  exigencies  ol  the  Government,  Mr.  S.  said  he 
did  no  moral  wrong  to  any  one — the  >tock  was 
not  yet  redeemable,  and  as  its  high  price  prevented 
its  purchase  bv  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  it  was  better  to  use  the  money  than  suffer  it 
to  lie  idle  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
borrow  money  for  present  purposes.  It  was  time 
enough  to  borrow  when  the  nation  was  destitute. 
But  was  It  proper— would  any  man  in  his  own 
affairs  so  act — to  borrow  while  he  has  money  un- 
employed ?  dec. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on^agreeing  to  the 
resolution,  and  negatived,  without  a  division  :  and 
the  House  adjourned. 


TuEsoAY,  January  18. 

A  new  member,  to  wit :  from  Virginia,  Wil- 
liam S.  Archer,  elected  to  supply  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  James  Pleasants, 
jr.,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials,  was  qual- 
ified, and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  WuoDBRiDGE  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  com- 
plaining of  many  violations  on  the  part  of  the 
British  authorities  of  the  terms  of  capitulation 
upon  the  surrender  of  Detroit,  in  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  in  the  wanton  destruction  of  their 
property,  and  the  abuse  of  their  persons,  and  pray- 
ing compensation  for  their  property  so  destroyed, 
and  some  indemnification  for  their  personal  suf- 
ferings and  privations. — Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary.  . 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
merchants  and  underwriters  ol  the  city  of  Phila- 
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delphia,  praying  that  three  additional  piers  may '  rendered,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
be  constructed  at  Marcus  Hook,  in  the  river  Dela-    State." 

ware,  for  the  security  and  protection  of  ships  and        This  amendment  being  agreed  to — 
vessels  trading  to  and  from  the  said  city;  which        Mr.  McCoy  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com-    by  striking  out  ttPfnty,  and  inserting  t*H  per  cent, 
merce.  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  thought  this  amount 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  schedule  entirely  inadequate  to  the  service  required.  The 
of  fees  proper  to  be  allowed  and  taxed  for  the  offi-  whole  amount  of  compensation,  for  this  service  at 
eers  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  last  census,  was  ^69,0(X),  and  if  this  motion 
the  district  of  Vermont,  prepared  and  transmitted  prevailed,  it  would  reduce  the  amount  to  be  divi- 
by  the  judge  of  that  district,  in  pursuance  of  the  ded  amongst  the  marshals,  to  ^20,(X)0.  This  would 
resolution  of  this  House  of  the  22d  of  February,  be  too  little— in  fact,  not  enough  to  pay  the  assist- 
1819;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  ants  which  must  necessarily  be  employed, 
the  Judiciary.  '      Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  concurred  in  the 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee  opinion  that  this  would  not  be  an  adequate  com- 
of  Ways  and  Means,  made  a  report  on  the  peti-  pensation,  and  hoped  the  amendment  would  not 
tion  of  Martha  Flood,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for    prevail. 

the  relief  of  the  .said  Martha  Flood ;  which  was  Mr.  McCoy  deemed  ten  per  cent,  an  ample 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  compensation  for  the  service  required,  though  the 
Whole  to-morrow.  i  service  itself  would  be  of  little  value  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the  i  At  the  last  census  the  marshals  were  required  to 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  recommitted  enter  every  family,  and  take  an  account  of  its 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  for  the  manufactures,  but  what  benefit  was  it  to  the  na- 
relief  of  Matthew  Barrow,"  again  reported  the  tion?  For  merely  rendering  an  account  of  the 
same  without  amendment;  and  it  was  ordered  to  ,  manufacturing  establishments,  ten  per  cent,  on 
lie  on  the  table.  the  amount  ofthe  pay  allowed  for  taking  the  cen- 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  .  sus,  &c.,  would  be  enough. 
Public  Land.s,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  j  Mr.  Mercer  was  in  favor  of  giving  a  still  greater 
petition  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  extent  to  the  subiects  required  to  be  enumerated 
praying  that  some  provision  may  be  made  for  and  returned  by  the  marshals,  so  as  to  embrace  all 
those  persons  who  resided  on  the  frontiers  of  that '  the  objects  to  which  the  legislation  of  the  country 
State  between  the  years  1790  and  1795;  which  j  could  extend.  It  was  proper  that  the  Legi.«>la tore 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  j  should  be  in  possession  of  statistical  information 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks,  the  Committee  |  on  all  the  objects  which  legislation  could  cover, 
on   the   Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  ;  so  as  to  yield  their  full  benefit  to  the  public  coun- 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  an  additional  :  cils.     So  far  from  considering  the  bill  to  embrace 
""  "  --    .  '  too  much,  Mr.  M.  was  sorry  that  the  scope  of  in- 

quiry proposed  was  so  narrow.     He  would  em- 
brace  all    the   professions,  as   he  would   require 
returns  of  the  agricultural  condition  of  the  coun- 
try— how  much  land  was  in  cultivation,  how  much 
arable,  how  much  pasture,  how  much  in  corn,  in 
rice,  <tc.     No  nation  had  such  means  of  acquiring 
all  this  information  as  was  afforded  to  ours,  by  the 
periodical  census  required  to  be  taken.     Nor  was 
the  labor  difficult.     During  the  last  war,  the  taxes 
extended  to  subjects  almcst  without  example  in 
any  nation — from  the  family  picture  which  hung 
on  the  wall  to  remind  us  of  our  ancestors,  to  the 
chair  on  which  we  sat ;  the  furniture  tax  in  Vir- 
ginia produced  a  net  revenue  of  $40,000,  but  the 
expense  of  obtaining  the  infonnation  necessary  to 
enable  them  to  levy  these  and  other  taxes  amounted 
to  a  trifle,  compared  with  the  sum  produced,  &c. 
In  almost  all  legislation  for  a  country,  the  best 
guides  were  tables  of  statistics,  giving  the  various 
details  to  which  he  had  in  part  referred.     To  in- 
sure proper  returns,  such  as  would  not  mislead 
instead  of  enlightening,  it  was  necessary  to  allow 
a  fair  and  just  compensation.   He  wished  to  insure 
the  faithful  performance  of  this  important  duty, 
and  avoid  such  abuses,  such  gross  inaccuracies,  as 
he  had  observed  formerly  in  some  of  the  returns 
from  Virginia,  instances  of  which  Mr.  M.  stated. 
Economy  was  urged  against  a  liberal  compensa- 
tion, but,  Mr.  M.  remarked,  that  money  well  spent 


land  office  in  the  State  of  Indiana. 

FOURTH  CENSUS. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell, 
took  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  bill  providing  for  taking  the  fourth 
census  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States. 

The  amendments  made  to  the  bill  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  as  reported  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  6th  instant,  were  successively  concurred 
in.  In  the  course  of  their  consideration  some  dis- 
cussion arose,  as  well  on  these  as  on  additional 
amendments  v^hich  were  proposed. 

That  amendment  being  under  consideration 
which  provides  for  the  enumeration  of  the  manu- 
facturing establishments,  dec,  a  compensation  of 
twenty  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  other  com- 
pensation allowed  by  the  act — 

Mr.  Slocumb  questioned  the  propriety  of  the 
allowance.  He  thought  the  expense  greater  than 
was  necessary,  and  tne  nation,  said  Mr.  S.,  will 
not  believe  we  arc  in  earnest  when  we  speak  of 
retrenchment,  while  we  go  on  to  vote  the  public 
money  in  this  way.  He  did  not  think  the  infor- 
mation sufficiently  valuable  to  justify  the  expense. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Mar)'land,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  allowing  twenty  per  cent,  so  as  to 
provide  that  it  should  not  exceed  that  amount,  and 
"  to  be  apportioned  in  proportion  to  the  services 
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was  always  spent  according  to  the  soundest  prin- 
ciples of  prudence  and  economy — economy  did 
not  consist  in  the  mere  saving  of  money — this  was 
often  the  very  reverse  of  a  just  economy. 

Mr.  LivEBMORE,  of  New  Hampshire,  was  in 
favor  of  the  amendment,  and  instead  of  giving  ten 
per  cent.,  he  would  be  willing  to  refuse  any  I'xtra 
compensation  at  all  for  this  service.  In  New 
Hampshire  the  officers  could  make  twenty  dollars 
a  day  by  taking  the  census,  and  the  returns  of 
manufacturing  establishments  would  be  generally 
made  out  iu  the  evening,  when  they  were  doing 
nothing  else.  By  attending  on  a  market  day,  he 
observed,  the  agents  could,  in  some  cases,  enter 
three  thousandpersons  in  a  day  ;  the  pay  for  which 
would  be  a  sumcient  compensation  tor  all  the  ser- 
vices required  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  observed  that 
whatever  might  be  the  case  in  the  Northern  States, 
it  was  very  different  in  the  Southern.  In  the  lat- 
ter, a  marshal  could  often  not  take  down  one  hun- 
dred iohabitants  in  a  day.  The  assistant  would 
have  often  to  ride  thirty  or  forty  miles  a  day,  to 
provide  and  support  his  horse,  d.c.  For  this,  and 
the  duties  required  by  the  bill,  which  Mr.  S.  stated 
in  detail,  the  proposed  allowance  of  twenty  per 
cent,  would  be  by  no  means  too  much. 

The  question  was  put  on  Mr.  McCoy's  motion, 
and  negatived. 

Mr.  Mercer  then,  in  conformity  with  the  views 
which  he  had  submitted  on  the  motion  just  deci- 
ded, moved  so  toafmend  the  bill  that  there  should 
take  place  a  distinct  enumeration  and  return  of 
the  persons  engaged  in  the  professions  of  "  law, 
physic,  and  divinity  ;"  which  motion  was  nega- 
tived— yeas  40. 

Mr.  M.  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding 
a  clause  requinng  the  assistants  to  include  in  their 
returns  "  such  statistical  details  of  the  agriculture 
oi  the  said  districts,  territories,  and  divisions,  as 
shall  ascertain  the  quantity  of  arable  and  inarable 
land  in  each;  of  the  arable  land,  the  quantity 
cleared  and  in  cultivation  ;  and  of  the  latter,  the 
number  of  acres  in  each  species  of  culture,  with 
the  average  annual  product  per  acre." 

Among  other  reasons  for  this  amendment,  Mr. 
M.  remarked,  that  by  imposing  this  duty  on  the 
agents,  a  grt^ter  correctness  was  insured  to  the 
returns  of  the  other  subjects,  as  the  agents  would 
be  compelled  to  go  about  and  make  an  actual  and 
particular  inquiry,  instead  of  taking  their  informa- 
tion on  the  word  of  neighbors,  dtc.  The  addi- 
tional information  required  would  not  in  each 
ca«e  consume  more  than  four  or  hve  minutes,  and 
it  would  go  far  towards  that  fullness  and  perfec- 
tion in  the  statistical  information  of  the  country 
which  he  so  much  desired  to  see  complete. 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  motion,  without 
further  debate,  and  also  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Storrs  made  an  unsuccessful  motion  to 
insert  a  provision  tu  require  the  assistants  to  re- 
turn the  number  of  -'dwelling-houses." 

Mr.  Bloomfielo  moved  to  amend  the  schedule 
in  the  bill' so  as  to  make  the  returns  embrace  the 
number  of  free  white  males  between  the  ages  of 
18  and  26,  instead  of  between  16  and  26,  so  as  to 


exhibit  the  number  liable  to  be  enrolled,  and  to 
show  how  far  the  militia  returns  of  the  States 
were  correct,  dec. 

Some  objection  being  made  to  this  amendment 
in  its  present  shape,  by  Messrs.  Campbell  and 
Whit.man.  the  motion  was  modified  by  Mr.  Bloom- 
riELD  so  as  to  provide  a  separate  and  additional 
column  in  the  schedule,  for  the  enumeration  of 
"free  white  males  from  16  to  18  inclusive;"  and 
thus  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

An  amendment  was  adopted,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Sampson,  in  the  clause  directing  the  return  of 
manufactures,  to  except  expressly  ''nousehold  man- 
ufactures." 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 


Wednesday,  January  19. 

Mr.  S.MiTH,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred  an  in- 
quiry into  the  expediency  of  allowing  Archibald 
Frew,  a  collector  of  the  revenue  in  North  Caro- 
lina, a  commission  on  nineteen  or  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars,  collected  by  him  on  a  warrant  issued 
by  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  made  a  report 
unfavorable  thereto ;  which  was  read  and  con- 
curred in. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reporte<l  a  bill  supplementary  to  the 
several  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana  and  Territory  of  Missouri ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  .sale 
of  thirteen  sections  of  land,  lying  within  the  land 
district  of  Canton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Mat- 
thew Barrow  was  taken  up,  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed  by  yeas  and  nays — 110  to  27. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures, reported  a  bill  regulating  the  payment  of 
duties  on  merchandise  imported,  an«f  lor  other 
purposes;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  laying  duties  on  sales  of  merchan- 
dise at  auction  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  last  reported. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  report 
of  the  Quartermaster  General,  respecting  the  terms 
of  the  contract  for  the  transportation  of  the  troops 
ordered  up  the  Missouri  river,  rendered  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  resolution  of  the  10th  instant;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  relative  to 
the  harbor  of  Presque  I.sle,  on  Lake  Erie,  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  rendered  in  obedience  to 
the  resolution  of  this  Housp  of  the  26th  of  Feb- 
ruary last ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 
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The  Slant  TnuU—Lomi  im  the  Seminole  War 


U.  or  R. 


THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 

Mr.  Cdthbert^  of  Georgia,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  for  consideration : 

"  Retulvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Slave  Trade 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  estab- 
liahing  a  regiotrj  of  ulavev,  more  eflectualiy  to  prevent 
the  importation  of  slaves  into  the  United  State*  or  the 
territoriee  thereof." 

Mr.  C.  observed,  that  it  was  known  we  had  an 
existing  law  on  this  subject ;  the  execution  of  this 
law  depended  principally  on  the  national  vessels, 
but,  from  the  great  extent  of  the  coast  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  slave  ships  might  frequently  elude  the 
vigilance  of  the  public  vessels,  and  throw  their 
cargoes  amongst  our  black  population,  and  thus 
escaping  the  possibility  of  being  di.scovered,  the 
law  might  be  violated  with  impunity.  By  a  register 
of  the  slaves  of  the  country,  under  proper  regula- 
tions, it  appeared  to  him,  Mr.  C.  said,  that  it  would 
be  practicable,  more  effectually  to  enforce  the  acts 
pronibiting  the  slave  trade,  and  preserve  the  char- 
acter of  the  country  from  reproach. 

Mr.  Randolph  wished  to  itnow  of  the  gentleman 
who  offered  this  resolution,  whether  the  object 
was,  that  the  proprietors  of  slaves  in  the  United 
States  should  be  obliged  to  furnish  to  this  Govern- 
ment or  any  officer  thereof,  a  register  of  their  slaves, 
and  to  repeat  this  register  annually,  or  at  other 
periods — thus  keeping  this  property  under  the  su- 
pervision of  the  Government  ? 

Mr.  CuTHBERT  observed,  in  reply,  that  the  Con- 
stitution had  authorized  Congress  to  prevent  the 
importation  of  slaves:  and,  having  given  this  au- 
thority, they  had  the  power  to  use  the  means  ne- 
cessary to  execute  that  authority.  If  the  law  al- 
ready enacted,  depending  chiefly  oiuthe  national 
vessels  for  its  execution,  appeared  insufficient,  it 
was  proper  to  inquire  what  other  measures  were 
necessary  to  effect  the  object.  It  had  occurred  to 
him  that  if  an  office  were  established  to  register 
and  identify  the  slaves  belonging  to  the  country, 
the  Government  would  be  able  better  to  execute 
the  provisions  of  the  law.  The  GoTernmcnt,  Mr. 
C.  said,  had  a  right  to  tax  this  property,  and  for 
this  purpose,  an  account  and  return  of  them  was 
necessary ;  nor  would  there  be  any  difficulty  in 
furnishing  such  a  description  as  would  sufficiently 
identify  tnem.  Such  a  description  and  registry 
were  made  to  identify  soldiers,  when  enlisted  in 
the  service,  and  no  difficulty  was  found  in  it. 
This,  however,  was  a  proposition  for  inquiry 
merely,  and  if  it  were  not  manifestly  foolish  or 
mislshievous,  it  ought  to  be  granted.  In  this  stage 
of  the  business,  he  did  not  conceive  it  proper  to 
enter  further  into  the  subject. 

Mr.  Randolph  hod  not  the  slightest  disposition 
to  impute  to  the  mover  of  the  resolution  any  object 
either  foolish  or  mi.schievous — he  would  be  the  last 
man  to  do  so.  Mr.  R.  said  he  trusted  that  his  zeal 
for  the  suppression  of  this  detestable  traffic  was  not 
surpassed  by  that  of  any  man  in  the  nation.  It 
was  true  the  United  States  possessed  the  power  of 
putting  an  end  to  the  slave  trade;  but  ne  could 
not  go  with  Mr.  Cuthbert,  quite  so  far  as  to 
admit  that  the  United  States  were  completely  at 
liberty  to  select  their  means.    He  was  the  last  man 


willing  to  stifle  inquiry  ;  he  had  never  refused  an 
inquiry,  when  asked  for  ;  but,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  could 
not  help  thinking  that  this  may  be,  in  aiK)ther 
shape,  a  question  which  had  unfortunately  too 
often  agitated,  and  might  again  agitate,  this  body — 
he  meant  the  definitiveness  of  the  powers  of  this 
Government.  He  denied  that  the  Government 
had  power  to  do  that,  under  the  plea  of  means, 
whicn  it  could  not  under  that  of  ends.  It  was  by 
this  hocus  pocns,  this  legerdemain,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment found  itself  enabled  to  create  a  great  bank, 
the  happy  consequences  of  which  we  were  now 
reaping.  Where  was  the  use,  he  asked,  of  any 
limitation  at  all  ?  for,  when  we  want  to  do  any 
thing,  we  have  only  to  call  it  means  necessary  for 
authorized  purposes.  The  English  of  this,  said 
Mr.  R.,  is,  tnat  we  may  help  ourselves  to  as  muck 
power  as  we  please.  Against  this  doctrine  and 
this  practice,  he  protested  ;  this  was  a  Government 
of  limited  powers.  It  was  true,  this  description  of 
property  might  be  taxed,  but  in  what  quality  was 
It  taxed  ?  As  a  species  of  property  convenient  to 
have  a  tax  imposed  on  it  when  a  direct  tax  was 
assessed  in  the  United  States — it  was  not  an  exclu- 
sive tax  upon  this  property,  and  the  Government 
had  no  right  to  tax  it  exclusively.  Under  his  pres- 
ent impressions,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  could  not  go  fur- 
ther than  to  consent  to  the  inquiry  being  made ; 
and  he  did  some  violence  to  his  feelings  in  going 
so  far.  In  exterminating  the  slave  trade,  Mr.  R. 
said,  he  would  join  heart  and  hand  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  so  long  as  they  confined 
themselves  to  the  means  whirli  the  Con.stitution 
gave  them ;  he  would  ioin  him,  if  he  chose,  in 
carrying  the  war  into  tne  enemy's  country,  even 
into  Africa,  and  endeavor  to  put  it  down  there,  so 
they  did  not  go  beyond  the  definite  landmarks  of 
the  Constitution.  In  any  thing  he  said,  Mr.  R. 
disclaimed  any  intention  to  impugn  the  motives  or 
views  of  the  gentleman  from  Greorgia — he  was  too 
well  acquainted  with  that  gentleman's  character, 
and  his  principles,  to  permit  himself  to  question 
them. 

Mr.  Cuthbert  rose  to  say  that  he  saw  no  danger 
in  a  resolution  of  this  kind  ;  it  proposed  no  step  to 
the  House,  but  merely  an  inquiry  into  the  expe- 
diency of  a  certain  object.  The  simple  preliminary 
inquiry  was,  had  the  House  a  right  to  legislate  on 
this  subject,  and  were  the  existing  laws  deficient. 
The  inrfficiency  of  the  laws  was  manifest,  and  it 
was  proposed  tnat  a  committee  inquire  whether 
they  can  offer  a  remedy  sanctioned  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  country,  which  the  unliappy  con- 
dition of  the  victims  of  the  practice  referred  to 
called  for.  He  could  not  enter  into  the  details  of 
the  subject  to  inquire  whetlier  the  Constitution 
would  be  violated;  it  was  sufficient  that  the  Con- 
stitution authorized  the  House  to  legislate  on  it,  dbe. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  further 
opposition. 

LOSSES  IN  THE  SEMINOLE  WAR. 

The   House   then   agreed,   on   motion   of  Mr.' 
Jones,  of  Tennessee,  by  a  rote  of  63  to  57,  to  re- 
sume the  consideration  of  the  bill  providing  for 
the  payment  of  horses  and  other  property  lost, 
captured,  and  destroyed  in  the  Seminole  war. 
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Ad  animated  discussion  again  took  place  on  the 
merits  of  this  bill,  and  on  various  propositions  to 
change  or  amend  its  provisions.  Some  of  the 
most  prominent  motions  only  are  noticed. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  made  an  unsuccessful 
motion  to  recommit  tne  bill  with  the  view  of  in- 
troducing certain  amendments. 

Mr.  Cobb  then  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  after  the  enacting  clause,  and 
insert  the  following  substitute: 

"  Thnt  when  any  horae,  mule,  wagon,  cart,  harnesa, 
or  other  property  of  any  iohahitant  or  inhabitanta  of 
the  United  Statei,  has  been  impressed  or  taken  by 
public  authority,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  or 
for  the  use  or  subsistence  of  the  army  thereof,  during 
the  late  war  with  the  Seminole  Indians,  and  the  same 
shall  have  been  lost,  destroyed,  or  consumed,  the 
owner  of  such  property  shall  be  paid  the  value  thereof. 

"  8sc.  2.  And  bt  it  further  enacted.  That  any  per- 
son who,  in  the  late  war  aforesaid,  has  sustained 
damage  by  the  loss  or  destruction  of  any  horse,  mule, 
wagon,  cart,  or  harness,  while  such  property  waa  in 
the  military  tiervice  of  the  United  Slates,  either  by  im- 
preadmeHt  or  contract  by  or  under  the  aothority  of  the 
aame,  except  in  cases  where  the  risk  to  which  the  pro- 
perty would  be  exposed  was  agreed  to  be  incurred  by 
the  owner,  if  it  shall  appear  that  such  losa  or  destruc- 
tion was  without  any  fault  or  negligence  on  the  part 
of  the  owner,  or  who  has  sustained  damag<;  by  the  loss 
of  a  wagon,  or  harness,  in  consequence  of  the  impress- 
ment of  the  horses  belonging  thereto,  by  public  au- 
thority, for  the  use  of  the  army,  shall  be  allowed  and 
paid  the  value  thereof 

"Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment to  decide  upon  all  causes  arising  under  this 
act,  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  shall  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  Secretary  for  the  War  Department;  and 
a  certificate  of  his  decision  and  adjudication  in  favor 
of  any  claim,  duly  signed  by  the  said  Auditor,  shall 
entitle  the  claimant  or  hisYegal  representative  to  pay- 
ment of  the  amount  thereof,  at  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  Sutes." 

Mr.  C.  earnestly  supported  this  amendment,  and 
it  gave  rise  to  much  discussion,  but  was  finally 
rejected. 

Mr.  McCoy  next  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  a  proviso,  "  that,  in  the  settlement  of  ac- 
'  counts  for  horses  lost  in  said  war  by  the  mounted 
*■  volunteers,  the  sum  paid  to  each  individual  for  the 
'  use  and  risk  of  his  horse  shall  be  deducted  from 
'  the  value  of  the  horse;"  which  amendment,  after 
some  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  Cannon  and  Jones 
opposed  it,  was  agreed  to. 

Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Cobb,  Cannon, 
Storks,  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  Barbodr,  Pin- 
DALL,  McCoy,  Walker,  of  North  Carolina,  Mer- 
cer and  Foot,  took  part  in  the  discussion,  which 
continued  till  near  4  o'clock — of  whom  Messrs. 
Barbour,  Cannon,  and  Jones,  were  friendly  to 
the  bill,  and  Messrs.  Pinoall,  McCoy,  Storrs, 
Johnson,  of  Virginia,  Mercer,  and  Foot,  op- 
posed to  it. 

The  question  was  finally  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  and 
decided  in  the  negative:  For  engrossing  the  bill 
&l,  agaiu#t  it  90.     So  the  bill  was  rejected. 


Thursday,  January  20. 

Mr.  Hendricks  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  on  the  west  branch  of  White  river,  in 
the  State  of  Indiana,  stating  that  a  certain  part 
of  said  branch  has  been  included  in  the  fractional 
sections  of  land,  and  sold  to  individuals,  by  which 
the  free  navigation  of  the  same  has  become  ob- 
structed, and  praying  that  measures  may  be  taken 
to  preserve,  to  the  community  at  large,  the  free 
navigation  of  the  said  branch. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Strotheh,  the  memorial, 
calculations,  and  other  documents,  which  have 
been  heretofore  laid  before  this  House,  by  William 
Lambert,  relative  to  the  establishment  of  a  first 
meridian  in  the  City  of  Washington,  were  refer-  • 
red  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  S.MITH,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Charles  S.  Jones,  and  Richard  Buckner,  junior, 
administrators  of  William  Jones;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  . 
Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Martha  Flood. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  issue  letters  patent  to  Richard  Wilcox  j 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.   Silsbee,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  . 
Affairs,  made  a  report  on   the  j)etition  of  James 
Merrill,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
said  Merrill ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  allowing  a  salary  to  the  marshal 
and  district  attorney  of  the  western  district  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  northern  district  of  New 
York. 

Mr.  Foot  submitted  the  Ibllowing  resolution ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  regulating 
by  law  the  election  and  returns  for  Repreaentalives  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  Slates. 

The  engrossed  bill  providing  for  taking  the 
fourth  census,  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  United  States,  was  read  the  third  time, 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Mcintosh 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr. 
Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  in  the  Chair,)  on  the 
merits  of  which  a  good  deal  of  discussion  took 
place  ;  and,  being  reported  to  the  House,  the  ques-  ' 
lion  tor  engrossing  the  bill  for  a  third  reading  was 
negatived,  and  the  bill  of  course  rejected. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Hill  in  the  chair,)  on  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  unfavorable  to  the  peti- 
tion of  Jacob  Purkill.  (Praying  that  he  may  be 
allowed  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  dollars  for  his 
negro  man  Archy,  who  died,  as  is  alleged,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  disease  contracted  by  working  in  the 
mud  and  mire  at  New  Orleans,  udder  the  order  of 
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District  of  CUvvdria. 


General  Jackson,  who  had  impressed  him  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States.) 

This  report  was  opposed  warmly  by  Mr.  Mc-  | 
Lean,  who  moved;  to  reverse  it,  so  as  to  make  a 
decision  in  favor  of  the  petitioner;  and  the  report  i 
was  supported  bv  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, and  Mr.  Metcalf.     Mr.  McLean's  motion  , 
was  finally  negatived  ;  and  I 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  was  j 
subsequently  concurred  in  by  the  House.  i 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  | 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  report 
respecting  the  balances  of  moneys  unexpended  on  , 
the  27th  of  December  last,  remaining  in  the  hands 
of  the  Treasurer,  as  agent  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment ;  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of 
this  House,  of  the  27th  December  last ;  which  wa.* 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  ano- 
ther letterfrom  theSecretaryof  War.  transmitting  a 
report,  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of 
this  House,  of  the  20th  ultimo,  requiring  him  to  , 
state  whether,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  18th 
of  March,  1818.  any  pensions  have  been  granted, 
which,  for  reasons  he  will  state,  ought  not  to  have 
been  granted,  and  what  course  has  been  pursued 
in  relation  to  such   pensions,  or  those  to  whom  ' 
they  may  have  been  granted,  and  the  number  and 
names  of  those  who  have  been  placed  upon  the 
pension  list  from  each  State  under  the  said  law  ;  '■ 
and  also  the  regulations  adopted  by  the  War  De-  \ 
partraent,  in  relation  to  the  examination  and  ad- 
mission of  claims  for  pensions  under  said  act ; 
which  letter  and  report  were  also  ordered  to  lie  on  , 
the  table.  i 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  U.mted  States:  ' 

To  the  House  of  Hepreaentatire$  of  the  United  States  :  ^ 

In  compliance  with  a   resolution  of   the  House  of  ; 
Representatives,  requesting  me  "  to   lay  before  it,  at  ' 
aa  early  a  day  as  may   be  convenient,  an   account  of  | 
the  expenditure  of  the  several  sums  appropriated  for 
building  fortifications,  from  the  year  1816  to  the  year  I 
1819,  inclusive;  indicating  the  places  at  which  works  i 
of  defence  have  been   begun  ;  the   magnitude  of  the  | 
works  contemplated  at  each  place ;  tbeir  present  con-  ' 
dition,  the  amount  already   expended  ;  and  the  esti- 
mated amount  requisite  for  the   completion  of  each; 
also,  the  mode  by  which  the  fortifications  are  built — 
by  contract,  or  otherwise  :"     I   now  tranamit  to  the 
House  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  whom 
the  said  resolution  was  referred,  wbich,  with  the  docu- 
ments accompanying  it.  contains  all  the  information 
required.  JAMES  MONROE. 

Wasbinotox,  January  19,  1620. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  unfa- 
vorable to  the  petition  of  Thomas  Camp,  who 
prays  to  be  placed  on  the  pension  list,  under  the 
Revolutionary  pension  act  of  March,  1818,  from 
which  he  is  excluded  on  account  of  not  having 
been  on  the  ''  Continental  Establishment,"  though 
he  had  served  several  years  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia, 
who  stated  the  circumstances  of  tliis  case,  and 
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wished  it  to  be  maturely  considaed  and  decided, 
inasmuch  as  there  were  numerous  cases  of  a  simi- 
lar nature  in  the  country — of  men  strongly  enti- 
tled, by  their  services  in  the  Revolution,  to  the 
benefits  of  the  act,  but  who  are  excluded,  because 
they  come  not  within  the  law,  not  having  been  on 
what  is  technically  called  the  "  Continental  Es- 
tablishment." 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  viz  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
so  amending  the  laws  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  as 
that  the  expenses  of  the  jurors  and  witnesses  attend- 
ing the  circuit  court,  in  all  cases  except  such  aa  are 
cognizable  in  a  district  or  other  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  paid  by  the  respective  counties 
of  Alexandria  and  Washington. 

2.  Retolved,  That  the  Committee  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  allowing  to  the  clerks  of  the  circuit  court  the  sam« 
fees,  in  all  cases,  except  in  causes  of  admiralty  and 
maritime  jurisdiction,  as  were  allowed  to  the  clerks  of 
the  county  courts  within  the  Slates  of  Maryland  and 
Virginia,  before  the  cession  of  the  said  District ;  and 
also  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  so  much  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  as  give  a  daily  compensa- 
tion to  the  district  attorney,  clerks,  and  marshal,  for 
their  attendance  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  (he  Judiciary 
he  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing 
so  much  of  the  laws  in  relation  to  the  fees  of  clefks 
and  marshals  of  the  several  judicial  districts  of  tbe 
United  States,  of  tbe  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  And  of  the  marshal  of  tbe  District  of 
Columbia,  when  attending  the  said  courts,  as  gives  to 
the  said  clerkis  and  marshals  a  daily  compensation 
during  the  session  of  the  said  courts. 

4.  Hciulved,  That  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peaca 
in  all  personal  demands  for  debts  to  fiAy  dollars,  ex- 
clusive of  costs,  allowing  an  appeal  from  the  decisions 
of  said  justices  to  the  circuit  court,  and  trial  by  jury. 

In  offering  these  resolutions  to  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  Mr.  Archer  asked  leave  to  offer  a 
few  words  of  explanation.  His  attention  had  been 
called  to  the  object  of  the  first  resolution  bv  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made  in 
conformity  with  a  resolution  adopted  some  days 
since  by  the  House,  c?.lling  for  information  as  to 
the  sums  expended  for  holding  courts  within  the 
District  of  Columbia,  since  the  assumption  of  juris- 
diction by  Congress^over  it.  By  this  report,  it 
appeared  that  there  had  been  paid  out  of  the  Trea- 
sury, during  a  period  of  nineteen  years,  the  sum  of 
three  hundred  and  fifty  three  thousand  dollars ; 
that,  during  the  last  six  years,  these  expenses  had 
been  annually  increasing — a  greater  sum  being  paid 
last  year  than  at  any  former  period.  The  report 
stated  the  sum  paid  for  the  year  1819,  to  be  thirty- 
three  thousand  dollars.  These  sums  were  applied 
to  the  payment  of  jurors  and  witnesses  attending 
the  courts  on  criminal  prosecutions,  in  cases  where 
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the  United  States  failed  in  the  prosecution.  Before 
the  cession  of  the  District  of  Columbia  to  the  Gen- 
eral Grovernment,  by  the  States  of  Maryland  and 
Virginia,  these  expenses,  Mr.  A.  said,  were  levied 
on  the  property  oi  the  counties,  and  paid  out  of 
the  county  treasury.  No  part  of  them  was  ever 
defrayed  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  States  ;  and  no 
reason  could  be  assigned  why  we  should  defray 
the  expenses  arising  from  the  administration  ol 
justice  in  this  District,  that  would  not  equally  op- 
erate in  favor  of  the  same  policy  towards  the  most 
distant  county  in  the  United  States.  It  was  true, 
that,  as  far  as  regarded  suits  which  were  of  such 
a  character  as  would  be  cognizable  before  any 
district  or  other  circuit  court  of  the  United  States, 
it  would  be  proper  that  the  United  States  should 
bear  the  expenses  incidental  to  their  adjudication 
in  the  courts ;  and  he  did  not  propose,  in  that 
respect,  by  the  resolution,  to  make  a  difference  be- 
tween this  District  and  other  judicial  districts  of 
the  United  States. 

With  regard  to  the  second  resolution,  .Mr.  A. 
said,  his  object  was  to  reduce  the  fec-s  of  the  clerks 
of  the  circuit  court  of  the  District.     He  had  been 
informed  (and  he  did  not  doubt  the  correctness  of 
his  information)  that  the  number  of  suits  instituted 
to  a  term  varied  from  eight  hundred  to  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  in  the  circuit  court  for  Wash- 
ington county,  and  that  the  fees  were  extrava- 
gantly high,  being  the  same  by  law  as  those  in  the 
district  court  of  Maryland.     The  fees  in  that  court, 
by  the  act  of  1799,  were  to  bo  the  same  as  in  the 
highest  court  of  Maryland  ;  and,  after  being  taxed 
thus  high,  the  clerk  has  the  privilege,  by  an  act  of 
Congress,  of  adding  one-third  to  the  amount.     In 
addition  to  all  thi.s,  said  Mr.  A.,  he  is  to  have  a 
compensation  for  his  attendance  on  the  courts  of 
five  dollars  per  day.      Mr.  A.  presumed  this  ;^r 
dism  had  originally  been  allowed  upon   the  pre- 
sumption that  the  number  of  suits  instituted  in  th? 
cTjurts  would  be  so  small  that  the  fees  would  not 
enable  the  courts  to  procure  clerks  of  capacity,  and 
therefore  it  was  deemed  necesj^ary  to  ^ive  this 
allowance.     The  daily  compensation  allowed  to 
the  Marshal  anc'  District  Attorney,  Mr.  A.  thought, 
rested  upon  no  better  grounds.     Their  fees  were 
considerable,  and  their  offices  profitable;  and  he 
did  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  the  office  of  clerk  of 
the  circuit  court  of  Washington  county  was,  as  at 
present  organized,  one  of  the  most  lucrative  offi- 
ces in  the  United  States.     He  believed  that,  con- 
sidering the  amount  of  fees  as  authorized  by  law 
to  be  taxed,  the  administration  of  justice  in  this 
Di.strict  was  more  expensive  than  in  any  poition 
of  the  United  States. 

With  regard  to  the  third  resolution,  Mr.  A  ob- 
served, that  in  the  States  of  .Massachusetts,  Rhode 
Island,  Connecticut,  the  southern  district  of  New 
York,  and  Pennsylvania,  the  officers  of  the  court 
named  in  the  resolution  received  no  daily  compen- 
sation. He  presumed  the  reason  for  this  variance 
in  our  laws  was,  that  in  these  States  it  was  sup- 
posed that  the  business  of  the  court  would  furnish 
a  sufficient  compensation  for  the  officers,  without 
a  payment  of  any  sum  to  them  on  the  part  of  the 
Government.     He  believed  that  there  were  several 


other  States  in  the  Union  in  which  these  compen- 
sations were  made  to  the  officers,  where  the  profits 
of  office  would  justify  the  Government  in  with- 
holding the  payment  ot  them.  The  subject  at  least 
appeared  to  him  to  be  worthy  of  inquiry,  and  the 
more  particularly  so  at  the  present  period,  as  it  be- 
comes us  all  to  look  out  for  objects  of  wasteful  ex- 
penditure. '  .   » 

The  last  resolution  had  been  proposed  with  the 
view  of  ridding  the  docket  of  the  circuit  court 
from  a  great  variety  of  small  debts,  which  could 
as  well  be  decided  by  justices  of  the  peace  as  by 
the  circuit  court  of  the  District.  In  most  States  of 
the  Union,  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace 
had  been  extended  beyond  twenty  dollars,  and  the 
consequences  had  been  found  very  beneficial  to  the 
people.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
had  declared  that  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  should 
be  preserved  in  all  cases  above  twenty  dollars,  and 
the  resolution  contemplated  the  preservation  of  that 
right  by  authorizing  appeals  to  the  circuit  court. 
It  really  is,  said  Mr.  A.,  an  intolerable  grievance 
for  a  man  who  owes  twenty  or  thirty  dollars,  to  be 
dragged  into  a  court  of  justice  in  cases  where  no 
dispute  exists,  where  there  can  be  no  legal  defence, 
and  compelled  to  pay  a  sum,  in  costs,  nearly  equal 
to  the  debt  he  owes. 

Mr.  Whitman  conceived  the  first  resolution  too 
indefinite  in  its  phraseology,  and  entered  into  some 
detailed  explanations  to  show  the  expediency  of 
instituting  an  inquiry  .somewhat  different,  though 
with  the  same  object  substantially.  Mr.  W.  then, 
in  accordance  with  the  views  which  he  had  of- 
fered, moved  the  following  as  a  substitute  for  Mr. 
Ariufh's  first  resolution: 

"  Rexoh-ed.  That  the  communication  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  I'reasury  of  the  I2i)i  in»lai)t,  containing  a 
stalenieiit  of  the  ekp«nJituie«  in  relation  to  th<;  judi- 
ciary of  the  District  of  Columl>ia,  be  referred  to  the 
Comrnittcu  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  with  instruc- 
tions to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  that 
all  such  expt-ndltures,  other  than  for  the  salaries  of 
the  Judges  and  of  the  Attorney  and  Marshal,  Iw  paid 
and  disbursed  from  funds,  to  be  derived  from  the 
countieo  in  which  the  czpenditureb  may  accrue  re- 
spectively." 

Before  the  question  was  taken  on  this  substitute, 
Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  moved,  as  there 
seemed  some  conflict  of  opinion  on  a  part  of  the 
resolutions,  which  the  House  perhaps  did  not  at 

[ (resent  fully  eomprehend,  that  the  resolutions  be 
aid  on  the  table  nnd  be  printed;  which  motion 
prevailed,  59  to  IS,  and  they  were  laid  on  the 
table  accordingly. 

Mr.  Ke.nt,  of  .Maryland,  stated  that,  by  a  refer- 
ence to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
respecting  the  expenses  of  the  judiciary  of  this 
District,  which  had  just  been  alluded  lo  in  the  dis- 
cussion, it  would  appear  that  it  afforded  only  the 
aggregate  view  of  all  the  expenses  of  the  judiciary, 
including  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
Sec.  He  wished  to  see  the  expenses  of  the  several 
courts  distinctly  stated,  that  no  misapprehension 
of  the  subject  might  exist;  and,  therefore,  moved 
the  following  resolution;  which  was  read,  and 
agreed  to: 
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"Revolted,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  he 
ordered  to  report  to  this  House  the  amount  of  fines, 
penalties,  and  forfeitures  imposed,  levied,  and  collected 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  by  order  of  the  Circuit 
Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  said  District,  in 
each  year,  from  the  year  1801  to  the  year  1819.  both 
inclusive — and  that  the  said  Secretary  aLiO  state  what 
part  of  the  expenditure,  stated  in  his  report  to  this 
House,  made  at  the  present  8£8.<iion,  of  the  expenses  of 
the  judicial  system  nf  the  said  District,  since  the 
assumption  of  jurisdiction  by  Congress,  have  been  in- 
curred on  account  of  the  District  Court  of  the  United 
States,  and  on  account  of  the  sitting  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  within  the  said  District." 


Frioay,  January  21. 

Mr.  MosELEY  presented  a  petition  of  James 
Simpson,  Consul  of  the  United  States  at  Tan- 
gier, in  the  Kingdom  of  Morocco,  by  James  Riley, 
his  attorney,  praying  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of 
four  thousand  dollars  a  year,  for  his  services  in  the 
capacity  aforesaid,  from  the  year  1797,  (the  time 
of  nis  appointment,)  and  that  he  may  be  allowed 
house-rent  for  the  same  period  ;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  Haruin  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  instruct- 
ing their  Senators  and  requesting  their  Ilepresent- 
atives  in  Congress  to  use  their  efforts  to  procure 
the  passage  ol  a  law  to  admit  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri into  the  Union  as  a  State,  whether  those 
people  will  sanction  slavery  by  their  constitution 
or  not ;"  which  resolution  was  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of  the  Territory  of 
Missouri  to  form  a  constitution,  &.c. 

Mr.  Rh  ca,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and 
Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  wa>;  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Samuel  Ward,"  made  a  detailed  report  upon 
the  merits  of  the  claim  of  the  said  Ward,  and  rec- 
ommending the  rejection  of  the  said  bill ;  which 
report  and  bill  were  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  and  representatives  of  Nicholas  Vreeland, 
deceased." 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  report 
of  the  Paymaster  General  on  the  petition  of  Polly 
Potter  ;  which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims. 

A  motion  was  made  b/  Mr.  S.mith.  of  North 
Carolina,  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn ;  and 
the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  19,  nays  54. 

Another  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  S,mith, 
of  North  Carolina,  that  the  House  do  now  ad- 
journ ;  and  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it 
passed  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Saturday,  January  22. 

Mr.  S.Mirn,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the 


petition  of  Conrad  Wile  and  others,  reported  a  bill 
lor  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  representatives  of 
Isaac  Melchior,  deceased ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
to  which  is  committed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Martha  Flood. 

Mr.  S.,  from  the  same  committee,  also  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  D.  Carter  ;  whicn  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
payment  to  be  made  for  certain  muskets  impressed 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States,"  reported 
the  same  with  amendments  ;  which  were  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
next. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  communicated  to  this  House  on 
the  5th  of  February,  1819,  relating  to  applications 
from  the  British  Minister  in  behalf  of  certain 
British  subjects,  who  had  suffered  in  their  prop- 
erty by  proceedings  to  which  military  and  judicial 
officers  of  the  United  States  were  parties,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof; 
and  the  Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  for 
the  establishment  and  regulation  of  the  Treasury, 
War,  and  Navy  Departments,  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof;  and  it  was 
recommitted  tothe  Committee  of  Waysand  Means. 

Mr.  Cook  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing 
the  salaries  of  the  judges  of  the  district  courts  of  In- 
diana and  Illinois. 

The  said  resolution  was  read ;  tiE^i  ^^  ^^^  ques- 
tion to  agree  to  the  same,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative. 

The  House  proceeded,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Foot, 
to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  him  yes- 
terday, to  instruct  the  Judiciary  Committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  passing  a  law  to  reg- 
ulate the  election  and  return  of  members  of  this 
House;  and  on  the  question  of  adopting  the  reso- 
lution, it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  (Mr.  To5ilin80n  in  the  chair,)  on 
the  bill  making  appropriations  to  supply  the  de- 
ficiency in  the  appropriations  heretofore  made,  for 
the  completion  of  the  repairs  of  the  north  and 
south  wings  of  the  Capitol,  for  finishing  the  Presi- 
dent's House,  and  the  erection  of  two  new  Execu- 
tive offices ;  and  the  blanks  having  been  filled,  the 
bill  was  reported  to  the  House,  as  amended,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  next  order  of  the  day  was  the  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a  State 
government,  and  for  the  admission  of  the  State 
into  the  Union  ;  which,  being  called,  Mr.  Taylor 
moved  its  postponement  to  Monday,  the  31st  in- 
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stant,  when  it  was  moved  that  the  House  adjourn,  i 
and  the  House  adjourned.  ■ 

Monday,  January  24. 

Mr.  Anoerson,  from   the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  concerninz  certain 
claims  to  land  in  the  State  of  Illinois ;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  ^ 
Whole  to-morrow.  .  .         | 

Mr.  Brush,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
King  ;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  ; 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Rich  rose,  and  observed  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  conclusions  which  had  been  fonned  and 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pen- 
sions on  the  subject  of  the  inquiry  referred  to  them 
on  the  15th  of  December,  relative  to  the  pension 
law  of  March  18,  1818,  he  yet  hoped  that  further 
inquiry  might  produce  a  different  result,  and  that 
some  modification  might  yet  be  made  of  that  act 
which  would  adapt  its  operation  to  the  views  of, 
its  framers,  &c.  He  therefore  moved  a  resolution, 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  whom 
had  been  committed  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions,  made  on  the  4th  in- 
stant, be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means;  which  resolution  was  i 
agreed  to. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  viz :  An  act  to  continue  in  force  the  act, 
entitled  '"An  act  to  provide  for  rejjorts  of  the  de- 
cisions of  the  Supreme  Court,"  approved  the  3d 
of  March,  1S17 ;"  and  an  act  to  establish  a  dis- 
trict court  in  the  State  of  Alabama ;"'  in  which 
bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The 
Mid  bills  were  severally  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Cobb  submitted  the  followine  proposition 
of  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table: 

Rttolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress 
assembkd,  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring. 
That  the  following  article  be  proposed  to  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  several  States,  as  an  amendmeDt  to  the 
Constitation  of  the  United  States ;  which,  when  rati- 
fied by  three-fourths  of  the  said  Legislatures,  shall  be 
Tslid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  the  said 
Con«titation,  fo  wit : 

"  N«  Senator  or  RepresentatiTe  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  shall,  during  the  lime  for  which  he 
was  elected,  be  ap(K>inted  to  any  office  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livehmore,  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  any  al- 
teration in  the  law  that  gives  the  right  of  franking 
to  Members  and  Delegates  of  Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  requested  to  inform  this  House 
what  loans  (if  any)  have  been  made  smce  the 
peace,  to  pjiavate  citizens,  of  powder,  lead,  and 


other  munitions  belonging  to  the  Government,  by 
officers  of  any  department  of  the  army  or  navy  ; 
specifying  the  times,  terms,  object,  and  extent,  of 
such  loans ;  the  names  of  the  persons  by  whom, 
and  to  whom,  made ;  the  different  times  of  repay- 
ment ;  and  also  the  amount  of  the  ultimate  loss 
(if  any)  likely  to  be  incurred  by  the  Government 
in  consequence  thereof.  ,. 

JAMES  JOHNSON. 

Mr.  Cocke  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
report  to  this  House  what  sums  of  money  have  been 
actually  paid  to  Colonel  James  Johnson,  in  virtue  of 
articles  of  agreement  entered  into  on  the  2d  day  of 
December,  1S18,  and  also  report  what  sum  is  now 
claimed  by  him  in  virtue  of  said  articles  of  agreement ; 
specifying  particularly  the  several  items  :  and  that  he 
also  report  whether  public  notice  was  given  when  pro- 
posals would  be  received  for  a  contract  to  furnish 
transportation  to  the  troops  ordered  up  the  Missouri 
river. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  lay  the  re- 
solution on  the  table,  as  there  was  an  a  r nitration 
pending  on  the  subject  of  it.  which  it  might  not 
ne  proper  for  the  Hou>e  to  interfere  with  by  any 
steps  on  its  part  at  present. 

Mr.  Cocke  opjiosed  the  motion,  and  advocated 
his  resolution  at  some  length,  on  the  ground  of 
the  unsatisfactory  nature  of  the  report  made  recent- 
ly on  the  subject  by  the  War  Department  in  reply 
to  an  inquiry  from  this  House. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  resolutit'n  on  the  table 
was  lost,  and  the  resolution  was  agreed  to  without 
a  division. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  to 
supply  the  deficiency  in  the  appropriations  hereto- 
fore made  for  the  completion  of  the  repairs  of  the 
wings  of  the  Capitol,  for  finishing  the  President's 
House,  and  the  erection  of  two  new  Executive 
offices,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the  question 
stated  on  its  passage. 

A  debate  of  about  an  hour  ensued  on  this  bill — 
not  so  much  on  the  question  whether  it  ought  or 
ousht  not  to  pass,  as  on  the  circumstances  which 
called  for  it. 

Mr.  JoH.N^ON.  of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Randolph 
argued  against  the  practice  of  transferring  and  of 
exceeding  appropriations  for  specific  objects,  and 
against  the  re?nonsibility  assumed  by  the  President 
in  this  case,  oi  borrowing  money  for  the  purpose 

^  of  completing  the  public  buildings,  The.se  gen- 
tlemen protested  warmly  against  the  unconstitu- 
tionality of  such  unauthorized  exercises  of  power 

,  by  the  Executive,  their  dangerous  tendency,  the 
culpability  of  permitting  them,  &.c. ;  that  no  Ex- 

'  ecutive  officer  had  the  power  to  pledge  Congress 
to  make  good  sums  which  he  should  raise  and  ex- 
pend, without  the  authority  of  law,  &c. 

I      Messrs.   Cobb,   Livermore,    Taylor,   Foot, 

1  Clagett.  and  Rhea,  although  not  at  all  differing 
from  the  former  gentlemen  in  the  correctness  of 
the  doctrines  they  advanced,  supported  this  appro- 
priation, and  justified  the  steps  on  the  part  of  the 
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Exeentire  which  had  called  for  it ;  arguing  that 
Congress  had  required  of  the  Executive  expressly 
to  have  these  buildings  repaired  and  rebuilt ;  that 
they  had  felt  and  expressed  dissatisfaction  because 
the  Capitol  was  not  m  readiness  at  the  last  session 
for  the  reception  of  Congress ;  that  the  President, 
consulting  toe  convenience  and  accommodation  of 
the  Legislature,  and  finding  the  appropriations  not 
sufficient  for  the  object,  had  diverted  the  funds  to 
it  which  had  been  appropriated  to  other  objects  in 
the  city,  and  had  directed  the  Commissioner  of 
the  Public  Buildings  to  accept  an  advance  of 
money  which  had  been  tendered  by  one  of  the 
city  banks,  to  make  up  the  remaining  deficiency, 
relying  on  Congp-ess  to  make  it  good;  that  what 
he  had  done  was  in  pursuance  of  what  he  deemed 
his  duty  in  providing  for  the  accommodation  of 
Congress;  and  that,  however  just  the  objections 
in  the  abstract,  and  to  ordinary  cases,  the  Presi- 
dent was  io  this  justifiable,  dec. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  carried,  without  a  count,  and  the  bill 
was  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

DISTRICT  COURTS. 

The  House  then  proceeded,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Archer,  of  Mar)  land,  to  consider  the  resolutions 
submitted  by  him  on  Thursday— Mr.  Whitman's 
motion  to  amend  being  the  question  first  in  order. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Archer 
and  supported  by  Mr.  Whitman,  at  some  length. 
It  was  finally  disagreed  to. 

After  some  conversation  between  Mr.  Cobb  and 
Mr.  Archer,  in  which  the  former  suggested,  and 
the  latter  gentleman  admitted,  that  he  had  fallen 
into  a  misapprehension,  in  the  remarks  he  had 
made  on  Thursday,  respecting  the  fees  of  some  of 
the  officers  alluded  to,  and  also  that  he  was  now 
sensible  the  per  diem  allowance  to  the  marshal 
was  not  improper,  on  account  of  the  otherwise  un- 
compensated attendance  of  thai*  officer  on  the 
sittings  of  the  Supreme  Court,  «tc. ;  and  after 
some  remarks  from  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Connecticut, 
to  show  the  impropriety  of  the  discrimination 
which  had  been  made  by  the  act  of  1814,  in  the 
per  diem  allowance  to  certain  marshals,  and  its 
withdrawal  from  others,  the  resolutions  were  all 
agreed  to — the  third  so  modified  as  not  to  apply  to 
the  marshal  of  the  District,  and  the  fourth,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Southard,  .so  as  to  leave  the  sum 
to  which  the  jurisdiction  of  the  justices  shall  be 
extended  blank,  so  as  to  be  tilled  up  hereafter. 

ADMISSION  OF  MISSOURI. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of  Missouri 
Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, and  providing  for  the  admission  of  such 
State  into  the  Union,  being  the  first  order  of  the 
day,  was  announced  by  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  that  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  be  postponed  to  this  day  week,  with  the 
riew  ot  waiting  the  decision  of  tne  Senate  on  the 
bill  now  before  them  on  this  subject. 

This  motion  brought  on  an  animated  debate  of 
considerable  length,  in  which  the  propriety  of 
waiting  the  movements  of  the  other  House,  or  of 


proceeditig  now  to  consid^  this  bill,  in  which 
there  were  various  details  to  be  considered  and 
decided,  besides  the  principle  now  under  debate  in 
the  Senate,  &c.,  were  discussed. 

The  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  was  supported 
by  the  mover,  and  Messrs.  Livermore,  Clagett, 
and  CrsHMAN  ;  and  the  postponement  was  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Scott,  Lowndes,  Brush,  Cook, 
Flovd.  and  Campbell. 

The  question  was  at  length  decided  in  the  nega-  - 
tive,  by  yeas  and   nays:  For   postponement  87, 
against  it  88,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Al- 
len of  New  York,  Baker,  Bateman,  Boden,  Butler  of 
New  Hampshire,  Case,  Clagett,  Clark,  Crafts,  Cush- 
man,  Darlington,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dowse,  Eddy, 
Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Fay,  Folger,  Ford,  Forrest, 
Fuller,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania, 
Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Del*. 
ware,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibsh- 
roan,  Heister,  Hostetter,  Kendall,  Kinsley,  Lathrop, 
Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore,  Lyman,  Maclay,  Mallary, 
Marchand,  Mercer,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Monell,  Mor* 
ton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Pat* 
terson,  Perk,  Phelps,  Philsou,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rich, 
Richards,  Richmond,  Roger:!,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson, 
Silsbee,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Southard,  Storrs, 
Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York, 
Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Upham, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Whitman,  and 
Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Vir- 
ginia, Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Beecher,  Bloom- 
field,  Brevard,  Brown,  Brush,  Bryan,  Buffum,  Bur- 
well,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Cobb, 
Cocke,  Cook,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Culbreth,  Culpeper, 
Cuthbert,  Davidson,  Earle,  Edwards  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Floyd.  Foot,  Fullerton,  Gamett,  Hall  of  North 
Carolina,  Hardin,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Johnson, 
Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Little, 
Lowndes,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Delaware, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mason,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  Neale, 
Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton.  Overstreet,  Parker  of 
Virginia,  Pinckney,  Pindall,  Quarles,  Randolph,  Ran- 
kin, Reed,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Settle,  Shaw, 
Simkins,  Slocumb,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of 
Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Car- 
olina, Stevens,  Strother,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  Trim- 
ble, Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Warfield,  Williams 
of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

It  waoy  then  moved  by  Mr.  Holmes  tlwt  the 
House  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
said  bill ;  but,  before  the  question  was  put  on  this 
motion,  the  House,  about  4  o'clock,  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  January  25. 

The  Speaker  communicated  to  the  House  a 
letter  addressed  to  him  as  Speaker  of  this  House, 
by  G.  McGlassin,  late  a  Major  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  soliciting  a  suspension  of  tne  indi- 
vidual opinion  of  the  members  of  this  House,  in 
relation  to  the  case  wherein  he  is  mentioned  as 
having  been  dismissed  the  service  for  cruelty,  until 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  be  laid  before  the 


ii 


m 


{f 


:!h 


l| 


M 


939 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


HO 


H.  ofR. 


Adviiuion  of  Mitttmri. 


January,  1820. 


public  ;*  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  he  on  the 
table. 

The  Speaker  also  presented  the  petition  of 
Ephraim  Cooper,  stating  that  he  has  recently  dis- 
covered a  new  method  of  raising  and  subsisting 
the  silk  worm,  and  manufacturing  silk,  and  pray- 
ing Congress  to  make  hun  a  grant  of  from  twenty- 
five  to  fifty  thousand  dollars  lor  his  said  discovery; 
when,  as  ne  states,  he  is  willing  to  make  the  same 
public-for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States ;  which,  together  with  some  accompanying 
disclosures  on  the  subject,  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Manufactures. 

The  Speaker  also  presented  a  petition  of  John 
M.  Jones,  stating  that  he  has  lately  discovered  a 
new  method  of  takmg  rats  and  mice,  by  which, 
with  a  trifling  expense,  any  person  pos.sessed  of 
the  secret  may  entirely  extirpate  these  vermin 
from  any  house,  ship,  or  other  place  they  may  in- 
fest; and  praying  Congress  to  make  him  a  grant 
of  such  sum  of  public  money  as  they  may  think 
his  discovery  merits,  in  order  that  it  may  be  made 
public  for  tne  benefit  of  the  good  people  of  the 
United  States ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Campbell  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  that  ad- 
ditional regulations  may  be  adopted  in  relation  to 
the  sale  oi  the  public  lands,  in  order  to  prevent 
speculations,  and  to  protect  the  rights  of  poor 
men  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Cobb  on  yes- 
terday, proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  lay  before  this  House 
a  copy  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana, 
which  accompanied  the  letter  of  the  collector  of 
New  Orleans  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
dated  April  17th,  1818. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts, 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  bv  law 
for  securing  to  the  several  pensioners  of  the  United 
States  the  benefit  of  their  pensions,  by  exempting 
any  moneys  which  may  be  paid  on  account  of 
such  pensions,  from  foreign  attachment,  setKiff,  or 
other  laws  in  the  respective  States,  by  which  such 
moneys  may  be  intercepted,  before  the  actual  re- 
ceipt of  them  by  such  pensioners. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson,  the  Clerk  of  this 
House  was  directed  to  procure,  for  the  use  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  maps  of  all  the 
States  and  Territories  which  include  any  of  the 
public  land  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Phelps  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Reaolwd,  That  the  Committee  ou  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipe- 
diencj  of  providing  Ity  law  that  moneys  received  for 
postage  tkaiX  be  paid  (Jirectly  into  the  Treasury  of  the 


United  Sutes ;  and  that  the  Poatm  aster  General  of 
the  United  States  shall,  annually,  report  to  Congress 
a  list  of  all  contracts  which  he  may  have  made,  within 
the  preceding  year,  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail ; 
and  (.pecify,  in  <uch  report,  the  name  and  residence  of 
each  contractor,  the  amount  to  be  paid  him,  and  dis- 
tance embraced  in  each  contract. 

After  some  little  discussion,  and  once  refusing 
to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  it  took  that 
course,  and  lies  on  the  table. 

ADMISSION  OF  MISSOURI. 

The  House  then,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Scott, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  authorizing  the  people  of  the  Missouri 
Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, &.C. 

Several  important  propositions  were  succes- 
sively made  in  the  ccyirse  of  the  sitting  to  amend 
the  bill,  and  a  great  deal  of  discussion  took  place. 
The  Coiimiittee  rose  without  deciding  on  any 
question,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


*  Vide  l£«s8»g«  from  the   President,  received  the 
lOlh  iostanl. 


Wednesday,  January  26. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Woodbridoe,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any, 
what  further  provisions  mav  be  necessary  to  give 
effect  to  the  provisions  ot  the  treaty  made  at 
Brownstown,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan  ;  and 
Messrs.  WooDBRiDGE,  Beecher,  and  Ross,  were 
appointed  the  said  committee. 

MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  admission  of 
Missouri. 

The  proposition  under  consideration  was  an 
amendment,  offered  yesterday,  to  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  by  Mr.  Storrs,  substantially  to 
alter  the  limits  of  the  proposed  State,  .so  as  to  make 
the  Missouri  river  the  northern  boundary  thereof, 
with  the  view  of  drawing  a  line  on  which  those 
in  favor  of,  and  those  opposed  to  the  slave  restric- 
tion, might  compromise  their  views. 

Mr.  SroKRS  rose  and  withdrew  the  amendment 
which  he  had  offered  yesterday,  and  in  lieu  thereof 
submitted  the  following: 

And  provided  further,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted. 
That,  forever  herealtrr,  neither  slavery  nor  involun* 
tary  servitude,  (except  in  the  punishment  of  crimes, 
whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted,) 
shall  exist  in  the  Territory  of  the  United  States,  lying 
north  of  the  38lh  dcgiee  of  north  latitude,  and  west 
of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  the  boundaries  of  the 
State  of  .Missouri,  as  established  by  this  act :  Provided, 
That  any  person  escaping  into  the  said  Territory, 
from  whom  labor  or  service  is  lawfully  claimed  in  any 
of  the  States,  such  fugitive  maybe  lawfully  reclaimed, 
and  conveyed,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  in  such  case  provided,  to  the  person  claiming 
bis  or  her  labor  or  service  as  aforesaid. 

On  this  motion  a  debate  ensued,  of  a  desultory 
character.  Mes.srs.  Randolph,  Lowndes,  Mer- 
cer, Brlfbh,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Storrs,  and 
Clay,  successively  followed  each  other  in  debate. 

Mr.  S.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  he  rose 
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{wincipally  with  a  view  to  state  his  understanding  | 
of  the  proposed  amendment,  viz :  That  it  retained  ' 
the  boundaries  of  Missouri,  as  delineated  in  the 
bill ;  that  it  prohibited  the  admission  of  slaves  west 
of  the  west  line  of  Missouri,  and  north  of  the  north 
line ;  that  it  did  not  interfere  with  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas,  or  the  uninhabited  land  west  thereof. 
He  thought  the  proposition  not  exceptionable,  but 
doubted  the  propriety  of  its  forming  a  part  of  the 
bill.  He  considered  the  power  of  Congress  over 
the  Territory  as  supreme,  unlimited,  before  its  ad- 
mi.ssion  ;  that  Congress  could  impose  on  its  terri- 
tories any  restrictions  it  thought  proper;  and  the 
people,  when  they  settled  therein,  did  so  under  a 
full  knowledge  of  the  restriction.  If,  said  he,  citi- 
zens go  into  the  Territory  thus  restricted,  they  can- 
not carry  with  them  slaves.  They  will  be  with- 
out slaves,  and  will  be  educated  with  prejudices 
and  habits  such  as  will  exclude  all  desire  on  their 
'  part  to  admit  slavery  when  they  shall  become 
sufficiently  numerous  to  be  admitted  as  a  State. 
And  this  is  the  advantage  proposed  by  tlie  amend- 
ment ;  for,  when  admitted  as  a  State,  they  can, 
under  the  Constitution,  be  subjected  to  no  other 
restriction  than  is  imposed  by  that  instrument  on 
all  the  other  States  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  S.  said  that  he  meant  not  at  thistime,  nor 
did  he  know  that  he  should  at  any  future  time, 
enter  into  the  discussion  of  the  main  peunt;  but 
he  must  protest  against  tlie  construction  just  given 
to  the  section  of  the  Constitution  relative  to  mi- 
gration and    importation.     The   section   he  read 
thus:  "The  migration  ur  importation  of  slaves, 
'  such  as  any  of  the  States  may  think  proper  to 
'  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  Congress  prior 
'  to  the  year  1808,  but  a  duty  may  be  imposed  not 
'  exceeding  ten  dollars  each."     The  word  migra- 
tion was,  he  contended,  applicable  to  slaves  im- 
ported ;  it  had  no  rfCtrcnce whatever  to  the  native 
Dorn  slaves.     The  word  was  intended  to  prevent 
the  interference  of  Conirrcss  with  slaves  imported 
into  one  State  from  bemir  removed  into  another. 
The  States  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  in- 
sisted on  this  provision  in  the  Constitution.     Vir- 
ginia and  Maryland  did  not  permit  importations. 
The  importations  were  almost  exclusively  confined 
to  Charleston;  and  the  word  '* migration'' was  in- 
troduced to  pvrinit  slaves,  imported  into  that  port. 
to  be  passcvl,  without  molestation,  into  Cieorgia 
and  North  Carolina,  ^ll  had  no  reference  to  any 
other  than  slaves  imported  ;  none  whatever  to  na- 
tive born  slaves.     Rrad  the  section  without  the 
words  '•  or  importation,'"  and  a  doubt  cannot  re- 
main, to  wit :  "  The  migration  of  such  slaves  as 
the  existing  States  shall  think  (iroper  to  admit, 
shall  not  be  prohibited  prior  to  the  year  18(t8." 
Can  these  expressions  have  any  reference  to  the 
native   born   slaves  ?    Certainly   not ;   they  refer 
only  to  such  slaves  as  the  existing  States  may  ad- 
mit to  be  imported  during  the  given  time,  and  to 
none  other.     I  remember  well  that  the  word  "mi- 
gration"' was  considered,  bv  the  friends  to  the 
alien  law,  as  applicable  to  wliites  emigrating  from 
any  part  of  the  world  to  the  United  States ;  and 
that  the  sweeping  efl'ect  given  by  the  gentleman 
(Mr.  Brush)  to  the  words  "  general  welfare,"  was 


used  to  justify  the  alien  and  sedition  laws ;  indeed,, 
the  gentleman's  construction  of  the  powers  granted 
by  tnose  words  gives  all  power  to  Congress :  the 
power  would,  according  to  his  definition,  be  com- 
pletely dictatorial.     But  the  gentleman  says,  that 
Congress  has  power  "  to  regulate  commerce  among 
the  several  States;"  and,  under  that  power,  can 
prohibit  slaves  passing  from  one  State  to  another. 
A  farmer,  going  to  Missouri  with  his  family  and 
slaves,  can   be  prohibited  by  Congress,  under  the 
power   to   regulate   commerce,   from   taking  his 
slaves  with  him,  although  intended  for  agricul- 
:  ture,  and  not  for  commerce.     Can  the  gentleman 
'  really  believe  in  that  doctrine?     But  I  deny  that 
■  Congress  has  power  to  prohibit  the  produce  of 
Maryland  from  being  sent  to  Boston.     It  has  never 
been  tried  ;  if  it  ever  should,  it  will  meet  with  few 
advocates.     If  Congress  has  not  the  power  to  pro- 
hibit the  cotton  of  the  South  from  passing  to  New 
York  for  sale,  it  cannot  have  the  power  to  prohibit 
the  slaves  of  the  South,  under  the  power  to  regu- 
late commerce,  from  being  sent  to  Missouri,  eitner 
with  or  without  their  masters.     If  they  are  prop- 
•  erty,  they  cannot  be  prohibited  unless  Congress 
i  has  power  to  prohibit  other  property.     If  they  are  , 
:  persons,  black  persons  can  no  more  be  prohioitedT 
'  than  wnite  person?. 

Mr.  S.  then  said,  that  he  had  been  led  farther 
into  the  subjr-ct  than  he  had  intended  when  he 
rose,  and  would  detain  the  Committee  no  longer. 
Mr.  Meigs,  of  New  York,  spoke  as  follows: 
,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  assure  the  Committee  that  I 
shall  not  detain  them  long  by  my  observations 
upon  this  question ;  nor  should  I  now  undertake 
to  con^ume  the  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  which  I 
shall  allot  to  myself,  if  it  was  not  for  the  some- 
what peculiar  situation  in  which  I  am  placed. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  Legislature  of  the  re- 
spectable State  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to 
represent,  has  requested  the  Representatives  of  that 
State,  upon  this  floor,  to  vote  for  the  restriction 
upon  Missouri,  now  under  consideration. 

I  have  examined,  attentively,  the  mass  of  argtj- 
ment  which  has  been  so  laboriously  accumulated 
on  this  question ;  and  never,  perhaps,  was  there 
on  any  occasion  so  much  exhausteid  as  on  this. 
'  But,  sir.  I  freely  own  that  I  cannot,  in  conscience 
or  judgment,  consent  to  impose  this  restriction 
1  upon  Aiissouri. 

There  is  a  wonderful  singularity  in  the  present 

controversy,  which  destroys  all  confidence  in  the 

weight  and  value  of  that  process  of  mind  which 

we  so  proudly  dignify  with  the  title  of  rcasonirg. 

Sir,  I  never  yet  knew  that  reason  and  logic  were 

to  be    found  on  this  side  or  that  of  a  parallel  of 

!  latitude  or  longitude.     What  is  the  fact  in  this 

I  case  ?     Why,  sir,  the  parallel  of  latitude  of  39  de- 

'  grees  almost  precisely  marks  the  division  between 

i  the  reason  and  argument  of  the  North  and  South. 

That  line  of  demarcation  separates  the  slavehold- 

I  ing  from  the  non-slaveholding   States.     On   the 

'  south  side  of  that  line  we  find  the  climate  and  soil 

!  adapted  to  slaves,  and  there  are  the  slaves;  on  the 

north  side  of  that  line  we  discover  that  the  soil 

an^  climate  require  no  slaves,  and,  therefore,  few 

or  no  slaves  arc  found.     What,  sir !  is  it  possible. 
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theo,  that  one  half  of  us  can  be  ratiooally  and  ar- 
gumeutativeiy  on  one  side  of  the  ]>arallel  of  lati- 
tude, and  the  other  half  of  us  upon  the  other  ?  I 
did  believe  that  the  truths  of  philosophy,  that  rea- 
son, that  the  principia  of  Newtuo,  were  the  same 
in  every  latitude,  in  every  climate,  and  on  every 
soil  of  this  globe.  Sir,  there  must  be  some  mistake 
among  us  upon  this  occasion,  and  from  the  reflec- 
tions which  I  have  made,  I  think  I  can  point  it 
out. 

It  ia  now  at  least  twenty  years,  that  I  have,  with 
some  pain  and  apprehension,  remarked  the  increas- 
ing spirit  of  local  and  sectional  envy  and  dislike 
between  the  North  and  Soutli.  A  continued  series 
of  sarcasms  upon  each  other's  circumstances,  modes 
of  living,  and  manners,  so  foolishly  persevered  in, 
has  produced  at  length  that  keen  controversy  which 
now  enlists  us  in  masses  against  each  other  on  the 
opposite  sides  of  the  line  of  latitude.  Grentleraen 
may  dignify  it  by  whatever  titles  they  please. 
They  may  natter  themselves  that  all  is  logic,  rea- 
son, pure  reason.  But  certain  I  am,  that  it  is 
neither  more  nor  less  than  sectional  feeling.  F'eel- 
ing,  sir,  however  gravely  dignified,  has  brought  us 
in  hostility  to  this  singular  line  of  combat,  and  we, 
who  are,  you  know  su",  "  but  children  of  a  larger 
growth,"  are  now  most  aptly  comparable  to  those 
celebrated  and  eternal  tactions  of  Up  T(jfcn  and 
DoiFH  Town  Boys,  I  put  this  observation  to  every 
one  who  hears  me,  with  the  wish  that  he  may  ap- 
ply his  own  recollections  and  reflections  to  it. 
Gentlemen  may  exhaust  all  ihcir  arguments,  all 
their  eloquence  upon  the  question  before  us ;  they 
may  pour  out  every  flower  of  rhetoric  upon  it ;  but, 
sir,  I  view  their  labors  as  wholly  vain,  and  I  fear 
that  their  flowers  will  be  found  to  be  the  most  del- 
eterious and  most  poisonous  in  the  whole  range  of 
botany.     They  poison  national  affection. 

Reason  divided  by  parallels  of  latitude  I  Why, 
six,  it  is  easy  for  prejudice  and  malevolence,  by 
aid  of  ingenuity,  to  erect  an  eternal  impenetrable 
wall  of  brass  between  the  North  and  South,  at 
the  latitude  of  thirty-nine  degrees  !  But,  in  the 
view  of  reason,  there  is  no  other  line  between  them 
than  that  celestial  arc  of  thirty-nine  degrees  which 
offers  no  barrier  to  the  march  of  liberal  and  rational 
men.  Is  it  forgotten  that  the  enlightened  high 
priest,  the  archbishop  of  one  belligerent,  goes  to  the 
temple  of  the  Almighty  and  chants  -  Te  Deum 
laudamus,"  for  the  victory  obtained  by  his  country, 
with  carnage  and  devastation,  over  the  enemy  ; 
while  the  archbishop  of  another  belligerent  is  at 
the  same  time  entering  the  house  of  God, and  sing- 
ing also  "  Te  Deum  laudamus  pro  victoria,'"  ujx)n 
the  other  side  of  the  line,  the  creek,  or  the  river  ? 
We,  who  know  these  things,  should  profit  by  our 
knowledge,  learn  liberalitv,  and  practice  it.  It  is 
true,  and  I  glory  in  the  Knowledge  of  the  truth,  | 
that,  in  matters  of  religion,  this  country  has,  in  its 
constitutions,  attained  a  high  point  of  reason  and 
liberality. 

Men,  after  forty  or  sixty  years  of  religious  in- 
tolerance, here,  at  last,  may  worship  the  Creator 
in  their  own  way.  What  a  privilege  I  how  dearly 
acquired  !  how  much  to  be  prized  !  It  fills  us  with 
astonishment,  when  we  renect  how  hard  »t  is  for 


us  to  refrain  from  forcing  by  power  our  opinions 
upon  our  brother  men  !  how  readily  each  individual 
imagines  that  the  liffht  is  alone  in  his  own  breast, 
and  how  enthusiastically  he  engages  in  propagat- 
ing it  among  mankind  by  all  po.5sible  means,  fancy- 
ing, dreaming  that  he  is  a  prophet,  a  vicegerent 
of  Almighty  God. 

Sir,  we  have  been  now  for  a  long  time  occupied 
in  this  debate,  mis-spending  our  time  and  the  pub- 
lie  money.  I  feel  well  assured  that  the  body  ot  the 
people  will  jud^e  our  conduct  rightly.  They  are 
able  critics.  "V  es,  sir,  evrn  in  matters  of  sublime 
art,  even  in  those  works  which  none  can  execute, 
all  are  critics !  They  determine,  at  a  glance  of 
the  eye,  what  is  good  and  beautiful  in  architecture, 
in  statuary,  in  painting,  ami.  what  is  to  them  still 
more  easy,  what  is  good  in  governments  and  con- 
stitutions. They  will  soon  ask  us,  what  is  the  con- 
troversy about  ?  Did  vou,  from  motives  of  policy 
and  regard  for  the  welfare  of  the  whites,  propose  *■ 
to  remove  the  crrowing  black  race  from  this  coun- 
try? No.  Did  you,  actuated  by  humane  consid- 
erations for  the  unfortunate  slaves,  propose  to  re- 
deem them  from  their  bondage,  and  restore  them 
to  liberty  and  the  land  of  their  fathers?  No.  What 
then  ?  Did  you  propose  to  draw  such  lines  of  re- 
striction around  the  slave  population  as  would  ere 
long  starve  them  out,  and  so  prevent  their  be- 
coming dangerous  lo  the  whites?  If  vou  did, 
remember  that  such  is  the  increasing  Icindness 
of  the  slaveholders,  so  ameliorated  the  condition 
of  the  slave,  that  not  one  slave,  not  one  child  less 
will  be  born,  and  not  one  can  die  by  starvation. 
Sir,  the  truth  is,  that  nothing  has  yet  been  proposed 
beneficial  either  to  the  white  or  black  race  in  all 
this  long-drawn  debate.  Give  me  leave  to  say, 
sir,that  tnis  consideration  induced  me  to  introduce 
the  resolution  which  now  lies  upon  the  table,  de- 
voting the  public  lands  to  the  emancipation  and 
colonization  of  the  unfortunate  slaves.  If  we  want 
some  object  upon  which  to  exhaust  our  enthusiasm, 
here  is  one  worth  it  all.  Not  the  subjugation  of  a 
people,  but  the  redemption  of  a  nation. 

We  are  attempting  here  to  legislate  for  Mis- 
souri, without  a  due  attention  to  the  situation,  the 
genius  of  the  people,  soil,  climate,  and  all  the  mat- 
ters which  ought  to  constitute  good  law.  The 
celebrated  Montesquieu  obtained  great  and  de- 
served reputation  by  his  essays  upon  VE^prit  des 
Loix.  It  is  an  admirable  character  of  human 
knowledge,  one  which  had  not  been,  until  his 
time,  tolerably  known,  and  not  now  well  under- 
stood. Nothing  is  more  difficult  than  to  make 
good  laws,  such  as  will  last  long  and  wear  well. 
We,  sir,  with  all  our  knowledge,  make  a  dozen  for 
one  which  well  answers  its  end  or  performs  its 
office.  All  lawyers  know,  and  I  pray  the  partic- 
ular attention  ot  the  lawyers  of  this  House,  how 
readily  laws  become,  as  we  term  \{,  obsolete ;  or, 
as  I  would  phrase  it,  (like  the  caps  and  dresses  of 
the  ladies,)  become  unfashionabU  —  how  often 
changed.  It  is  neces-sary,  says  Montesquieu,  to 
make  laws  exactly  suitable  to  the  genius  of  the 
people,  to  the  physical  laws  of  climate,  dtc,  to  the 
habits  of  a  people,  and  to  the  very  moment  of 
time  in  which  the  law  is  made.    A  law  made 
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contrary  to  the  genius  and  will  of  a  people,  to 
their  climate,  habits,  and  circumstances,  will  never 
be  executed,  never  was  long  maintained,  and  is 
for  a  Uiic  a  mere  ab.^urdity.  Also,  if  it  i^  made  out 
of  time,  that  is,  not  suitable  to  the  very  time  in 
which  it  is  made,  it  will,  with  the  caprice  of  fash- 
ion, speedily  become  untashionable,  or,  as  the 
lawyers  say,  obsolete. 

Sir,  it  is  my  intention  only  to  point,  with  an 
index  finger,  at  the  chapters  which  contain,  as  I 
believe,  the  facts  and  the  learning  worth  reading 
on  this  occasion,  and  by  no  means  to  read  you  the 
whole  chapters  thomselve*.  I  will  now,  sir,  point 
out  another  chapter  which,  in  my  judgment,  con- 
tains much  in  relation  to  this  controversy 

There  is  u  class  of  politicians  among  u>,  with 
whom  I  have,  at  least  in  one  respect,  always  dif- 
fered very  widely  indeed.  This  clas>  always  holds 
in  doubt  and  apparent  dread  the  extension  of  Re- 
publican Government.  It  has  never  been  able  to 
trust  to  the  discretion  and  ability  of  the  mass  of 
the  people,  in  matters  of  self-government,  in  con- 
stitution making  ;  from  the  time  of  the  building  of 
the  celebrated  narrow  Saybrook  platform,  to  this 
hour.  It  is,  in  spite  of  experience,  in  dread  of 
every  new  State,  and  trembles  at  the  idea  of  a 
convention  for  the  purjwse  of  making  a  constitu- 
tion !  Sir,  I  have  had  some  acquaintance,  these 
twenty  years,  with  the  good  people  of  our  country, 
south  as  well  as  north,  from  the  man  of  the  South 
with  the  rifle  on  his  shoulder,  to  the  hone>t  me- 
chanic of  the  North,  and  I  ha\e  acquired  from 
this  knowledge  absolute  confidence  in  the  ability 
of  all  or  any  of  them  to  make  a  good  Republican 
constitution  for  the  government  of  themselves.  I 
believe  there  are  three  millions  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States  that  can  make  unexceptionable 
Republican  constitutions,  who  could  not  well  put 
a  patch  upon  a  shoe ;  and  that  nineteen  out  of 
twenty  of  our  agricultural  citizens  know  better  the 
art  of  constitution-making  than  the  best  methods 
of  raising  cabbages.  This  class  of  politicians  be- 
lieve implicitly  in  the  doctrine  that  men  are  not 
angels — that  they  are  infirm.  I  agree  with  them, 
'only  differing  from  them  in  this  particular,  that  1 
believe  that  infirmity  is  extended  to,  and  includes 
them  and  myself,  as  well  as  the  body  of  the  people. 

So  unbounded  is  the  confidence  which  I  have  in 
these  truths,  that  I  have  long  felt  the  inspiring  be- 
lief that  our  free  Republican  systems  of  govern- 
ment will  expand,  until  they  cover  and  embrace 
this  mighty  Northers  Continent  at  least. 

I  am  surprised  to  hear  Missouri  sometimes  spoken 
of  as  a  child  of  our? — we  are  her  parents;  some- 
times a  ward — we  the  guardian  ;  sometimes  as  a 
pupil.  Why,  sir,  I  sincerely  believe  that  a  man  of 
forty  years  of  ase  in  Missouri  is  as  old  as  any  man 
of  torty  in  the  North.  I  cannot  believe  that  I,  or 
any  other  man  or  men.  are  better  capable  of  gov- 
erning Missourians  than  they  are  of  governing 
themselves.  They  are  no  more  children,  or  pu- 
pils, or  wards,  than  we  are. 

I  have  heard  an  argument,  not  in  this  House, 
but  elsewhere,  and  from  high  authority,  that  the 
power  of  Congress  to  admit  new  States,  was  a 
universal  proposition,  containing  within  it  every 


possible  requisite ;  power  to  admit,  reject,  modify, 
bargain  with,  or  restrain,  new  States.  Sir,  it  is 
an  universal  proposition  of  vast  extent ;  that  is,  it 
does  extend  as  wide  as  the  utmost  breadth  of  good 
sense,  and  as  long  as  the  extreme  length  of  jus- 
tice, but  no  further. 

The  application  of  this  universal  proposition  is 
such  as  almost  tempts  me  to  make  another.  As, 
for  instance,  it  is  a  universal  proposition  that  every 
instrument  or  tool  in  the  hands  of  a  man,  is  a  thing 
to  work  with.  This  penknife  is  an  instrument  or 
tool — therefore  I  can  plough  ground  with  it !  Con- 
gress have  no  power,  under  this  universal  proposi- 
tion, to  make  any  law  contrary  to  VEsprit  dn 
Lax,  contrary  to  the  genius  and  will  of  a  people, 
to  the  laws  of  climate,  or,  at  an  improper  time. 
Such  attempts  will  be  mere  absurdities — violence 
will  be  committed  upon  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  all  law,  and  can  never  be  executed. 

Our  free  Constitution  was  made  by  men  who 
were  wise  enough  to  know  the  danger  of  sectional 
divisions.  This  Constitution  is  no  more  than  a 
profoundly  wise  agreement  to  differ;  an  agree- 
ment to  differ  in  matters  of  small  importance,  in 
order  that  we  might  not  agree  to  destroy  each  other 
in  perpetual  wars.  If  we,  sir,  shall  be  unhappily 
so  unwise  as  to  forget  this,  nothing  will  be  lelt  for 
us  and  our  posterity  but  awful  combats  at  parallels 
of  latitude,  or  physical  lines  of  demarcation. 

Sir,  I  feel  no  inclination,  for  my  part,  to  exer- 
cise my  small  portion  of  legislative  power  where 
it  is  not  called  for  nor  wanted.  I  do  not  discover 
any  thing  in  the  genius,  the  will,  or  the  circum- 
stances, of  Missouri,  that  demands  my  interposi- 
tion. They  are  better  able  to  judge  for  themselves 
than  I  am  to  judge  for  them.  W  hen  public  opin- 
ion in  any  country  asks  for  legislation,  it  always 
follows  in  obedience  to  the  call.  When  the  pecu- 
liar condition  of  a  country  requires  a  navigation 
act,  or  any  other  important  regulation,  then  it  is 
that  legislators  dream  that  they  have  anticipated 
public  necessity,  and  glory  in  their  fancied  wis- 
dom. When  the  venerable  John  Adams,  late 
President  of  the  United  States,  was  asked,  who 
where  the  founders  of  the  Revolution  ?  His  reply 
was,  replete  with  wisdom,  substantially  this :  The 
public  opinion,  which  might  be  traced  as  far  back 
as  the  Puritans,  who  fled  from  England  to  Hol- 
land to  escape  religious  persecution  and  intoler- 
ance, and  wno  came  thence  to  America  to  be  free. 
It  was  the  opinion  of  women  as  well  as  men,  which 
founded  our  present  Republican  Constitution. 

Sir,  when  circumstances  imperiously  demand 
legislation,  then,  in  the  rear,  follows,  as  it  ought  to 
do,  the  act  of  the  legislator.     But  I  have  already 
attained  the  limit  of  time  which  I  proposed.     I 
meant  no  more  that  to  point  at  those  chapters  which 
I  deem  worth  study  on  the  present  occasion,  and 
I  which  have  not  been  mentioned  by  other  gentle- 
men in  this  debate.    My  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes 
!  are  almost  consumed  ;  I  have  not  time  to  add  more 
'  than  my  earnest  request  that  gentlemen  will  seri- 
I  ously  consider,  in  the  first  place,  that  chapter  of 
'  huraian  learning  which  treats  of  prejudices  and 
sectional  feelings,  more  especially  the  full  history 
of  the  factions  of  the  up  and  cfcncn  town  hoys. 
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Secondly — that  chapter  which  treats  of  the 
spirit  of  all  law,  of  the  necessitv  of  adapting  all 
legislation  to  the  genius  and  will  of  a  people,  to 
their  physical  condition  as  to  climate,  dec,  and  to 
the  exact  point  of  t^mc  for  the  exercise  of  legisla- 
tion. 

And,  lastly,  that  chapter  which  treats  of  the 
best  methods  of  bringing  men  to  agree  to  difler; 
of  the  great  benefiti  of  such  an  agreement;  that 
our  glorious  Constitution  is  such  an  agreement ; 
and,  above  all,  that  part  of  the  chapter  which 
teaches  us  to  avoid  the  awful,  the  most  horrible 
evils,  which  are  trejited  of  in  the  tremendous  chap- 
ter of  human  war.  Mr.  Chairman,  my  allotted 
twenty  minutes  are  consumed;  I  have  done. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Storrs,  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  reading  of  the  bill  proceeded  as  far  as  the 
fourth  section  ;  when 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  proposed  to  amend 
the  bill  by  incorporating  in  that  section  the  follow- 
ing provision:  ,  . 

Section  4,  line  25,  insert  the  following  after  the 
word  "  States:"  '*And  shall  orduin  and  establish,  that 
there  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servi- 
tude in  the  said  State,  otherwise  than  in  the  punish- 
ment of  crimes,  whereof  the  party  bhall  have  l>ccn 
duly  convicted:  Provided,  always,  That  any  person 
escaping  into  the  same,  from  whom  labor  or  service  is 
lawfully  claimed  in  any  other  State,  such  fugitive 
may  be  lawfully  reclaimed,  and  conveyed  to  the  per- 
son claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  service  as  aforesaid  : 
And  provided,  also.  That  the  said  provision  shall  not 
be  construed  to  alter  the  condition  or  civil  rights  of 
any  person  now  held  to  service  or  labor  in  the  said 
Territory." 

The  main  question  of  the  restriction  on  slavery 
in  the  future  State  of  Missouri,  being  thus  fully 
before  the  House,  and  the  usual  hour  of  adjourn- 
ment having  arrived,  the  Committee  rose,  reported 
progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Thursday,  January  27. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  inhab- 
itants of  Annapolis,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  on 
behalf  of  Mrs.  Mary  Wells,  mother  of  Daniel 
Wells,  jr.,  who  was  killed  in  the  battle  near  Bal- 
timore, in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  is 
believed  to  be  the  person  who  killed  General  Ross, 
the  British  commander  on  that  occasion,  praying 
that  some  provision  may  be  made  for  her  support, 
in  consideration  of  the  distinguished  gallantry  and 
services  ot  her  son,  on  that  memorable  occasion. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Rev- 
olutionary Claims. 

Mr.  Brcsh  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  that 
provision  may  be  made  for  the  relief  of  sucn  pur- 
chasers uf  public  land  as  may  forfeit  the  same  from 
their  inability  to  complete  their  payments  therefor ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  re- 


'  specting  rights  to  land  heretofore  confirmed  by 
]  the  former  Governors  of  the  Northwestern  Terri- 
tory ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  coafirming 
certain  claims  to  land  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  report 
on  the  petition  of  sundry  merchants  of  Baltimore, 
for  compensation  for  vessels  sunk  in  that  harbor 
during  the  military  operations  in  its  neighborhood, 
in  the  year  18i4 ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  en 
the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  on  tiie  petition  of  Major 
John  Bruoks  j  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.  .         .     • 

I  THE  SPANISH  TREATY. 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  submitted  for  consider- 
ation the  following  resolution: 

"  RetoUed,  'i'hat  the  President  of  the  United  State* 

he  requested   to   cause   to  be   communicated   to    thi« 

House,  if  in   his  opinion   consistent  with    the  public 

good,  whatsoever  information  he   may  possess  relativ* 

^  to  the  extent  of  territory  which  the  instructions  of  the 

;  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  au- 

,  tborized  him  to  cede  to  the  United  Stales  in  bis  iiego- 

I  tiation  with  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  resulted  in 

the  treaty  of  "'2d  February  last ;  and  likewise  at  what 

period  he  obtained  that  information." 

Mr.  F.  said  that  he  had  been  induced  to  submit 

this  resolution  to  obtain  the  information   retjuired, 

^  sls  im(>ortant  upon  a  subject  of  great  ron.sequcnce 

.  to  the  nation  at  this  time.    It  was  predicated  upon 

an  expression  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State 

to  our  Minister,  l)earing  date  the  18th  of  August. 

I  1819,  wherein  he  says :  "  It  is  too  well  known,  and 

\  '  the  Spanish  Government  dare  not  deny  it,  that 

I '  Mr.  Onis's  la.st  instructions  authorized  him   to 

'  cede  to  the  United  States  much  more  territory 

'  than  he  did."     Now,  sir,  as  the  treaty  has  not 

been  confirmed  by  Spain,  and  we  are  called  upon 

to  enforce  the  friendly  stipulation  of  that  treaty,  it 

I  is  peculiarly  proper  to  have  all   the  information 

\  which  was  possessed  at  the  tune  of  the  negotia- 

I  tion. 

I      In  reply  to  an  objection  which  was  subsequently 
i  made  to  the  rcMjlvi-,  that  a  call  for  that  kind  of  in- 
!  formation  might  have  injurious  consequences,  Mr. 
I  F.  said,  certainly  no  injury  can  result,  a.s  the  reso- 
I  lution  does  not  require  any  thing  to  be  commimi- 
cated  which  it  would  be  Improper  to  divulge;  but, 
if  that  information  were  improper  to  be  made  pub- 
lic, cannot  the  representatives  of  the  people  ol  the 
United  States  be  intrusted  with  that  transaction  ? 
For  his  part,  he  had  consulted  none,  and  thought 
the  information  necessary.     Surely  it  could  not 
be  improper  to  communicate  to  this  House,  Mr.  F. 
said,  that  which  the  Secretary  of  State  had  said 
the  Spanish  Government  ''  dare  not  deny." 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  short  debate,  in  the 
course  of  which  the  adoption  of  it  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Lowndes,  Sergeant,  Holmes,  Taylor, 
Rhea,  and  Hill,  on  the  ground,  generally,  iJiat 
the  President  had  communicated  to  Congress,  at 
the  commencement  ol  the  session,  on  the  subject 
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of  Spanish  affairs,  all  the  information  which  he 
deemed  important  to  the  public  interest,  and  which, 
in  his  opinion,  it  was  not  inconsistent  with  that 
interest  at  present  to  communicate ;  that  the  con- 
duct of  negotiations  having  been  given  by  .the 
Constitution  to  the  Executive,  and  also  the^au- 
thority  to  communicate  to  Congress,  from  lime  to 
time,  information  of  the  state  of  the  Union,  it  was 
to  be  presumed  the  President  had,  in  the  perform- 
ance of  that  duty,  communicated  all  that  was  in 
his  opinion  proper  to  be  communicated,  respecting 
our  relations  with  Spain ;  and  that,  as  we  have 
yet  a  Minister  at  Madrid,  and  matters  were  not 
finally  adjusted  with  that  Power,  the  disclosure  of 
such  particulars  as  were  required,  if  made,  might 
have  a  prejudicial  effect  on  the  questions  pending 
between  the  two  countries,  &c. 

The  proposition  was  supported  by  the  mover, 
and  by  Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  and  Ran- 
dolph, for  the  general  reasons  assigned  by  the 
mover,  and  for  tne  reason,  additionally,  that  the 
President  had,  by  his  communication  to  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
session,  earnestly  recommended  the  subject  of  the 
state  of  our  affairs  with  Spain  to  the  attention  of 
Congress ;  and,  indeed,  expressly  submitted  to  them 
whether  or  not  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  should 
be  carried  into  effect  independently  of  the  con^nt 
of  Spain,  &c. 

On  suggestion  of  Mr.  Sergeant,  the  resolve 
was  so  amended,  by  consent  of  the  mover,  as  to 
reque-st  the  President,  instead  of  instructing  the 
Secretary  of  State,  (as  at  first  offered,)  if  in  his 
opinion  it  should  be  expedient,  to  cause  the  re- 
quired information  to  be  laid  before  the  House — 
the  objection  being  to  leaving  a  compliance  with 
an  order  from  the  House  discretionary  with  any 
officer  of  the  Government  subordinate  to  the  high- 
est in  authority. 

The  question  being  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
resolution  thus  amended,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative — ayes  ti?,  noes  88. 

THE  MISSOURI  QUESTION. 

Tlie  order  of  the  day  on  the  Missouri  bill  being 
announced — 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  moved  the  postjHjne- 
ment  of  the  order  of  the  day  to  this  day  week. 
His  object  was  in  the  meantime  to  consider,  in  the 
hope  of  its  adoption,  a  proposition  for  the  prohibi- 
tion of  the  furtnjer  introduction  of  slavery  west  of 
the  Mississippi.  Should  such  a  measure  be  adopt- 
ed, the  Territories  in  that  quarter  would  be  placed 
on  the  same  footing  as  the  ordinance  of  1787  had 
placed  the  Northwestern  Territory.  The  question 
now  agitated  in  Congress  might  then,  perhaps,  be 
left  to  the  good  sense  of  the  people  of  the  States  to 
be  formed  out  of  that  Territory  ;  and,  should  any 
question  present  itself  on  the  subject  of  the  admis- 
sion of  slavery  into  any  such  State,  it  might  be 
left  for  the  proi)er  tribunal,  the  Supreme  Court,  to 
determine  it. 

The  proposed  postponement  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Edwards  and  Lowndes,  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  only  serve  to  procrastinate  the  inter- 
change of  opinions  on  the  question  now  fairly  be- 


fore the  House,  which,  whatever  else  was  done, 
would  certainly  take  place,  and  could  not  be  pre- 
vented. Mr.  Edwards  was  opposed  to  any  pro- 
hibition whatever,  of  the  nature  proposed,  or  in 
the  way  of  compromise. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  negatived  ;  and  the 
House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  (Mr.  Baldwin  in  the  chair,)  on  the 
bill  for  authorizing  the  people  of  Missouri  to  form 
a  constitution,  dec. 

Mr.  Taylor's  motion  to  amend  the  bill  by  im- 
posing a  restriction  on  slavery,  being  under  con- 
sideration— 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York  rose,  and  spoke  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Chairman  :  The  bill  on  your  table  proposes 
no  act  of  ordinary  legislation.  No  attribute  of 
sovereignty  is  more  important,  than  that  which  is 
exercised  in  the  admission  of  neAv  parties  to  the 
Federal  Compact.  It  was  reserved  for  America 
to  exhibit,  on  an  extensive  scale,  an  example  of 
independent  States  uniting  for  the  general  welfare, 
surrendering  a  part  of  their  sovereignty  to  a  new 
created  Government,  and  authorizing  it  to  consti- 
tute other  States  similar  to  themselves. 

By  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  the  approba- 
tion of  nine  States  out  of  thirteen  was  necessary 
to  the  admission  of  a  new  member.  In  the  Con- 
vention that  formed  the  Federal  Constitution,  the 
subject  of  admitting  new  States  being  under  con- 
sideration, it  was  proposed  that  to  such  admission 
the  consent  ol  two-thirds  of  the  members  present 
in  each  House  of  Congress  should  be  necessary, 
and  it  passed  in  the  affirmative  by  the  votes  of  all 
the  States  present,  except  Virginia  and  Maryland. 
No  other  question  was  taken  on  this  single  pro- 
position, and  why  it  was  not  finally  incorporated 
into  the  Constitution  does  not  appear.  Congress 
and  three-fourths  of  the  States  may  change  the 
Constitution — may  establish  principles  and  create 
powers,  injurious  to  the  rights  of  the  other  States. 
The  iieriod  may  arrive  when  the  desire  to  obtain 
this  Constitutional  majority  in  support  of  some 
project  of  ambition,  or  avarice,  may  lead  to  the 
admission  of  States  favorable  to  its  accomplish- 
ment. 

This  bill  acquires  additional  importance  from 
the  consideration  that  the  Territory  in  question  is 
no   part  of  our  ancient  domain.     The  power  of 
admittins:  new  States  into  the  Union,  when  adopted 
by  the  members  of  the  good  old  Confederation,  had 
to  this  Territory  no  more  application  than  to  Chili 
or  Peru.     It  was  a  foreign  province — alien  to  our 
laws,  customs,  and  institutions.     It  sustained  none 
of  the   conflicts  of  our  Revolution  ;  it  was  pur- 
chased not  by  the  blood  of  our  fathers,  but  with  the 
wealth  of  their  sons.     If  we  believe  that,  by  a  lib- 
eral construction  qf  the  Constitution,  the  power  of 
admitting  this  Territory  as  a  State  is  possessed  by 
Congress,  we  remember  also  that  politicians  of  no 
humble  name  have  denied  its  existence ;  that  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  from  the  States  a  grant  of  the  power 
now  about  to  be  exercised,  was  proposed  in  the 
United  States"  Senate,  by  a  statesman  eminently 
entitled  to  the  confidence  of  this  nation ;  that  se- 
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nous  doubts  on  this  subject  existed  in  the  minds 
of  those  who  then  occupied  in  the  Government  its 
most  distinguished  stations — doubts,  which  were 
finally  removed,  as  other  doubts  afterwards  were, 
by  considerations  of  imperious  necessity. 

The  magnitude  of  this  question  is  apparent,  by 
casting  your  eye  on  a  map  of  the  Territory  from 
which   it  is  proposed  to  carve  this  State  7 '  Who 
knows  its  extent  ?     Who  has  explored  its  boun- 
daries ?     The  waters  of  its  rivers  traverse  a  country 
of  at  least  two  thousand  miles,  before  they  reach 
the  Mississippi,     it  probably  contains  more  square 
miles  than  all  the  States  of'  the  Old  Confederacy. 
The  rule  you  aow  apply  to  Missouri,  hereafter  will 
be  held  applicable  to  the  residue  of  the  Territory. 
The  fertility  of  its  soil,  the  temperature  and  salu- 
brity of  its  climate,  its  majestic  rivers,  its  vegetable 
productions,  its  mineral  wealth  ;  all  contribute  to 
confirm  our  anticipations  of  its  greatnes-s.     Under 
the  guidance  of  a  wise  policy,  it  will  doubtless  ex- 
hibit,   in    future   tifhe,   the   fairest  specimens    of 
American  character,  and  the  most  perfect  models 
of  free  government.     Cold,  indeed,  must  be  his 
heart  who  can  contemplate  without  emotion  the 
high  de>tinies  prepared  for  our  posterity  in  this  land 
of  promise — secured  to  them  without  possibility  of 
failure,  if  Congress  shall  be  true  to  their  interests  ' 
and  to  our  national  principles.     Probably  this  ver\'  i 
question,  ceruinly  the  determination  of  a  few  Con-  '■ 
gresses,  will  irrevocably  decide,  whether  this  Ter- , 
ritory  is  indeed,  as  it  has  been  pronounced  on  a 
former  occasion,  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  i 
(Mr.  Randolph.)  the  most  expensive  acquisition  i 
made  by  the  United  States,  or  whether  its  purchase  ', 
was  the  wisest  expenditure  of  treasure  ever  made  , 
by  any  nation.  I 

The  impcjrtance  of  this  bill  is  further  enhanced 
by  the  unparalleled  excitement  it  has  produced  in  * 
every  section  of  the  Union  ;  an  excitement  occa-  '. 
sioned  not  by  the  intrigues  of  ix>litical  leaders,  but 
arising  from  the  intrinsic  meritsof  the  subject,  and 
manifested  by  the  spontaneous  expression  of  public  ' 
feeling. 

These  considerations,  and   many  more  which  i 
might  be  mentioned,  dictate  the  propriety  of  con- 1 
ducting  this  discussion  in  that  spirit  of  temperance 
and  fraternal  affection,  which  produced  the  adop- 
tion of  our  happy  Constitution  and  has  exalted  thi*; 
Lnion  to  its  present  elevation  among  the  nations 
of  the  earth.     For  myself  and  for  those  who  unite 
m  support  of  the  proposed  amendment,  I  solemnly 
disclaim  the  existence  of  a  feeling  unfriendly  to 
our  brethren  of  the  South.     On  what  foundation 
can  such  a  suspicion  rest  ?     The  States  most  unan- 
mious   in   support  of  this   amendment  are  those 
whose  attachment  to  the  National  Administration 
for  the  la>t  nineteen  years  has  been  the  most  uni- 
form.    In  all   the  contests  of  party  strife  which 
during  that  time  have  agitated  the  American  fam- 
ily, we  have  zealously  supported  their  principles 
and  their  men.     We  have  stood  side  by  side  ad- 
vocating the  same  system  of  national  policy  and 
maintaining  the  same  creed  of  political  faith'.  We 
have  rejoiced  in  their  fortunes  and  honored  their 
valor.     We  still  cherish  towards  them  like  senti 
ment«  of  kindness  and  esteem. 


We  also  disclaim  any  wish  to  alter  the  basis  of 
compromise  on  which  the    Federal  Constitution 
was  founded.     ••  The  spirit  of  amity  and  mutual 
i  concession"  displayed  in  its  formation  and  adop- 
i  tion  is  equally  essential  to  its  preservation.     The 
[  bond  has  been  executed,  and  we  will  faithfully 
perform  all  its^  conditions ;  we  yield,  without  grudg- 
ing, to  the   slaveholding  States  all  the  pditical 
advantages,  they  have  a  right  to  demand.     If  the 
weight  and  influence  of  the  South  be  increased  by 
the  representation  of  what  they  consider  a  part  of 
their  property,  wc  do  not  wish  to  diminish  them. 
The  right  by  which  thi«  property  is  held  is  not 
derived  from  the  Federal  Constitution  ;  we  have 
neither  inclination  nor  power  to  interfere  with  the 
laws  of  existing  States  in  this  particular.     On  the 
contrary,  they  have  not  only  a  right  to  reclaim 
their  fugitives  wherever  found,  but,  in  the  event 
of  "domotic  violence,*' (which  may  God  in  his 
mercy  forever  avert  !)  the  whole  strength  of  the 
nation  is  bound  to  be  exerted,  if  needful,  in  redu- 
cing it  to  subjection.     While  we  recognise  these 
obligations,  and  will  never  fail  to  perform  them, 
we  ask  in  return  that  a  system  of  policy  may  not 
be  pursued  inevitably  leading  to  the  imposition  of 
new  and  unreasonable  burdens,  which  were  never 
contemplated  when  the  compromise  was  made. 

We  equally  disclaim  all  desire  to  restrict  the 
emigration  ol  the  South,  or  to  deny  to  it  an  equal 
participation  of  territorial  benefits.     We  bought 
the  soil  and  sovereignty  toa^ether.    We  paid  for  it, 
not  -with  the  money  of  Virginia."  but  with  the 
treasure  of  the  Union.     When  we  sell   the  soil 
every  citizen  has  an  equal  right  to  purchase.    The 
proceeds  of  sale  belong  to  no  State,  but  to  the  na- 
I  tion.     The  powers  of  sovereignty  over  the  terri- 
tory ought  to  be  exercised,  not  on  the  principles  of 
!  Virginia  or  Massachusetts,  but  upon  those  of  the 
United    States.      Is    this    doctrine  unreasonable  ? 
Does  it  justify  the  imputation  charged  upon  its 
,  advocates  by  a  gentleman  of  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ran- 
dolph.) that   we  consider  the  emigrants  of  the 
South  -a  degraded  caste?"     In  what  part  of  this 
I  country  have    such  opinions   been    maintained  ? 
j  Truth  answers,  nowhere.     Wherever   emigrants 
from  the  South  have  settled,  they  have  lart^ely 
I  shared  in  the  honors  of  their  adopted  States,    dis- 
tinguished examples   might  easily  be  mentioned 
even  in  the  old  States.     But  in  the  new.  in  'those 
j  especially  north  of  the  Ohio,  where  the  principle 
of  the  amendment  was  early  established,  and  has 
be?n  faithfully  maintained,  what  is  the  fact  ?  Have 
Southern  emigrawts  been  there  considered  a  de- 
graded   caste?      Whence  came   their  Governors, 
Judges,  and  Secretaries  ?     Whence  their  present 
Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress?     Are 
not  these  States,  and  especially  Indiana  and  Illi- 
nois, indebted,  not  only  to  the  South,  but  chiefly 
to  one  section  of  the  South,  for  a  principal  share 
of  that  talent  and  ability  which   now  represent 
their  wishes  and  interests  in  our  national  councils? 
Mr.  Chairman,  cannot  the  amendment  be  sup- 
ported upon  principles  very  different  in  their  char- 
acter  from   those   with   which  we   are  unjustly 
charged  by  its  enemies?     Is  it  difficult  for  those 
who  admit  slavery  to  be  a  malignant  poison,  to 
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beheve  that  we  consider  it  essential  to  the  prosper- 
ity of  Missouri  that  this  poi-son  shall  not  be  infused 
into  her  civil  ijistitutions  ?  And  are  not  we  as 
much  bound  in  our  legJNlation  to  regard  her  wel- 
fare as  if  we  were  elected  by  her  people  ?  In  ex- 
ercising this  trust,  we  ought  to  consider,  not  only 
her  present,  but  her  future  advantage.  The  pres- 
ent generation  is  not  alone,  nor  even  principally 
interested  in  the  question  before  us.  It  the  age  oi 
States  were  limited  to  the  period  of  human  life, 
this  subject  would  be  comparatively  of  little  im- 
portance. But  when  all  the  inhabitants  who  are 
DOW  engaged  in  the  bu.siness  of  the  Territory  .-hall 
sleep  With  their  fathers,  it  scarcely  will  have  com- 
menced its  political  existence.  The  statesman 
whose  views  look  not  to  the  future,  is  unworthy 
the  confidence  of  the  A(ttierican  people.  It  depends 
upt)n  us,  in  no  small  Iwrree,  whether  fifty  years 
hence,  the  counties  of  Mil^uri  shall  be  cultivated 
like  the  garden  of  Pennsylvania,  supporting  a  pop- 
ulation of  indu:>trious  freemen,  and  contributing 
largely  to  the  national  wealth,  or  whether  they 
shall  exhibit  the  cheerless  spectacle  presented  to 
our  view  in  the  neighborhood  of  this  District — 
whether  her  portionleiKS  sons  shall  hereafter  be- 
come companions  of  plantation  negroes,  or  the 
independent  oullivalors  of  their  own  fields.  If 
improved  lands  be  more  valuable  to  a  State  than 
barren  vra-stes  ;  if  a  compact  jxjpulation  be  more 
vaiuaItU'  than  that  which  is  disperstd;  if  a  popu- 
lation of  freemen  be  better  than  hordes  of  slaves, 
we  cannot  hesitate  in  deciding  what  is  required 
by  the  interest  of  the  Territory. 

\i>  not  the  amendment  necessary  also  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  middling  class  of  emigrants  throughout 
the  Union?     Can  they  flourish  in  a  country  of 
slaves  ?     In  civilized  society,  the  persons  engaged 
in   mechanical  arts  constitute  no  inconsiderable 
portion  of  its  memU'rs.     But,  if  information  de- 
rived from  the  old  slaveholding  States  be  credited,  ' 
that  clavs  of  their  free  j-opulation  is  constantly 
diiiiuiishing.     Tho.se   arts    have    been    taught    to  \ 
their  slaves,  who    now   wrform  the  business, in  ; 
^vhich  free  citizens  were  formerly  employed.  That 
part  of  society  whose  physical  power  requires  to 
be  strengthened,  is  thus  diminished,  and  the  me-  ' 
chanic   is  compelled   to  abandon  his  home,  and  \ 
search  for  employment  in  a  distant  land.  j 

The  admission  of  Mii^souri,  without  a  resiric-  i 
tion  against  slavery,  is  opposed  by  a  majority  of ' 
the  Slates  in  the  Union.     Thes<'  States,  it  is  true,  ! 
have  parted  with  the  power  of  legislating  on  the  | 
subject ;  but,  ought  not  their  judgment  and  wishes 
to  l)e  respected  ?     In   business  partnerships,  what  ! 
would  wisdom  dictate  in  such  a  case  ?    Although  j 
its  managers  or  agents  might   have  {tower  to  ad-  1 
mil  new  members,  would  thev  U-  wise  to  exercise 
it  in  a  manner  hostile  to  the  known  opinions  of  a  j 
majority  of  those,  both  in  number  and  amount,  j 
interested   in  the  concern  ?     What  consequences  j 
would  be  likely  to  follow  such  proceedings,  even 
if  the  managers  should  be  able,  by  the  ineans  of  I 
votes  thus  acquired,   to  retain  their  places,  and  ' 
control    the   interests  of   the   original   partners? 
Could  the  concern  flourish  ?     Would  nol  conten- 
tion and  district  unavoidably  ensue  ?    And  is  har- 


mony less  desirable  in  a  confederacy  of  States, 
than  in  the  little  concerns  of  mercantile  profit  ? 
I      The  adoption  of  the  amendment  is  necessary  to 
retard  the  growth  of  that  slaveholding  spirit  which 
appears   to   gain   ground   in   the   United  States. 
Notwithstanding  the  exertions  of  abolition  and 
colonization  societies,  in  various  parts  of  the  Union, 
it  is  feared  and  believed  that  public  sentiment  in  the 
West  is  becoming  less  unfriendly  to  slavery  than 
it  formerly  was ;  no  new  State  has  been  admitted 
into  the  Union  since   179J,  which  has  not  estab- 
lished slavery  by  law,  unless  prohibited   by  Con- 
gress.    Alabama,  the  last  Slate  admitted,  has  nol 
left  it  to  the  regulation  of  law,  but  has  protected 
it  by  a  Constitutional  provision.     In  1792,  when 
Kentucky  was  admitted,  a  powerful  combination 
of  talent  and  influence  Avas  exerted  in  favor  of 
the  gradual  emancipation  of  her  slaves.     Who 
were  then  the  zealous  supporters  of  freedom  in 
Kentucky  ?     The  history  of  their  efforts  and  the 
cause  of  their  failure,  are  well  known  to  .some 
honorable  members  of  this  Committee  from  that 
State.    Unfortunately  their  efforts  did  nol  succeed. 
But,  even  an  attempt  to  stop  the  progress  of  slavery 
in  the  West,  though   successful,  was   no   small 
honor.     It  evinced  an  elevation  of  mind,  a  mag- 
nanimity of  purpose,  to  which  the  citizens  of  no 
new  State  have  since  attained.     Some  old  States 
have  accomplished,  for  themselves,  the  objects  of 
the  Kentucky  emancipators ;  but  it  has  been  done 
in  latitude  only  where  cotton  could  not  be  grown, 
and  where  the  value  of  slaves  was,  on  that  account, 
comparatively   small.     The  increase  of  a  slave- 
holding  sjiirit  appears,  not  only  from  these  facts, 
but  also  from  the  manner  in  which  the  ordinance 
of  17S7  is  treated,  both  in  Congress  and  out  of  it. 
That  ordinance  was  passed  by  the  unanimous  vote 
of  all  the  States.     I  have  the  authority  of  an  hon- 
orable Represenutive  from  Virginia,  when  I  say, 
that  its  sixth  article,  which  prohibits  slavery,  was 
proposed  by  a  delegate  of  that  State.     Its  enact- 
ment was  then  considered  by  all  the  Stales,  as 
well  slaveholding  as  non-slaveholding,  not  only 
within  the  legitimate  powers  of  Congress,  but  es- 
pecially recommended  by  considerations  of  public 
policy.     Is  this  sentiment  still  maintained  ?     No, 
sir,  it  is  not ;  public  journals,  conducted  under  the 
patronage  of  high  authority,  denounce  it ;  distin- 
guished statesmen,  in  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
proclaim  it  an  instance  of  rank  usurpation  ;  and 
a  Legislative  Assembly  of  one  State,  at  least,  have 
threatened  resistance  if  Congress  shall  apply  the 
same  principle  to  Missouri.    It  is  not  my  purpose  to 
declaim  against  these  proceedings;  I  mention  them 
only  in  proof  of  my  proposition,  that  a  slavehold- 
ing spirit  is  gaining  ground  in  the  Union. 

But,  however  necessary  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  may  be  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
Territory  ;  however  calculated  to  better  the  con- 
dition of  mechanics  and  laborers  ;  however  essen^ 
tial  to  the  preservation  of  existing  State  rights  ; 
and  however  much  demanded  to  check  the  per- 
vading influence  of  slaveholding  principles,  it 
ought  not  to  be  supported,  unless  in  pursuance  of 
some  power  clearly  delegated  to  Congress.  In 
my  judgment,  the  power  may  be  derived  from 
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those  grants  in  the  Constitution  which  authorize  f  them  a  treaty  or  comjwct.  The  citizens  of  Mis- 
^.ongress  to  dispose  of  and  make  aU  needful  souri  have  certain  rights,  of  which  Congress  can- 
[heVn?ted'%!ti'''"'uTPt?''"^  '^'  «'"'^'^  ^^  not  deprive  them.  The  following  are  examples: 
h^lYnnr^"  •!'  u^'t.'V'  "^^^' States  into  a  right  of  protection  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  heir 
the  Union  f  and  to  make  all  laws  neces>ary  and  i  liberty,  property,  and  religion  ;  a  riiht  of  trial  by 
proper  to  carry  that  power  into  eflect ;  and,  also,  .jury/  of  the  wnt  of  hafeas  corpif  of  f  e^om 
trom  the  right  of  sovereignty  over  the  Territory,  of  speech  and  a  free  press ;  of  petftionini  oTer 
acquired  by  the  treaty  with  France,  of  April  30,  I  ment  for  a  redrt^s  of  grioanc^;  o?  Sg  and 
i^'  J  L  ^  I  bearing  arms;  oJ  security  in  their  persons  houses 
tJr  '^^K  /*"''  ^'■''  proposition,  we  observe,  1  papers,  and  etfects,  against  unreasinable  search^ 
that  much  confusion  and  error  has  arisen,  from  I  and  seizures;  and  many  mor^that  might  l^me^ 
reoresentinor  Missniin  as  nnvironf  tU^  »^fK« -;~u...    .; i      r»    '  .1  ^         ■       °»  "''8 » I  uf  men- 


representing  Missouri  as  now  entitled  to  the  rights 
and  prerogatives  of  a  State.     Nothing  can  be  more 
deceptive  than  arguments  founded  on  that  hypo- 
thesis.    Until  it  shall  have  formed  a  constitution, 
and  that  constitution  shall  have  been  sanctioned 
by  Congress,  and  an  act  of  admission  passed,  it 
remams  a  Territory.     It  is  entitled  to  no  Federal 
power.      This   bill    proposes,   on    the   conditions 
therein  contained,  to  grant  to  the  people  of  a  Ter- 
ritory permission  to  do  certain   acts,  which  they 
now  are  unable  to  perform.     The  power  exercised 
in  fixing  these  conditions  is,  that  of  makin<»  rules 
and   regulations  respecting   the    Territory— it    is 
legislation  for  the  Territory.     Several  sections  of 
the  origmal  bill,  as  reported  by  the  delegate  from 
Missouri,  propose  an  exercise  on  the  part  of  Con- 
gress of  a  sovereignty  quite  as  extensive  as  that 
claimed  by  the  amendment.     The  bill  denies  to 
the  people  of  the  Territory  the  privilege  of  deter- 
mining the  extent  or  boundaries  of  the  propo-ed 


tioned.     Posse-sing  these  rights,  of  which  we  can- 
not deprive  them,  they  petition  for  a  grant  of  oth- 
ers. In  deciding  on  their  application,  we  are  bound 
to  consider  the  subject  in  relation   to  the  general 
welfare,  embracing  that  of  the  particular  territory. 
We  grant  the  application  upon  specified  condi- 
tions, not  inconsistent  with  the  principles  of  the 
Constitution.  The  people  of  the  Territory  examine 
these  conditions  and  decide  thereon  ;  if  approved, 
they  ratify  the  treaty,  and  succeed   to  its  advan- 
tages; if  rejected,  they  continue  in  the  enjoyment 
of  all  the  rights  previously  possessed.     We  claim 
no  authority  to  form  a  State  government  for  Mis- 
souri  to  compel  her  to  accept  it,  and  come  into 
the  Union,  but  we  do  claim  the  right,  which  has 
ever  been  exercised,  of  making  her  admission  de- 
pend upon  just  and  reasonable  conditions,  in  the 
acceptance  or  rejection  of  which  she  acts  with  en- 
tire freedom. 
Congre-ss  may  admit  new  States  into  the  Union. 


of  land  which  they  ask  to  have  mcorporalrd  into 
their  limits,  and  gives  them  a  tract  which  they  do 

nnt  wnnf  •    orx'l  »k«  .,.:..:i ^r  ^   I       •      •  ^    . 


Union  IS  granted  only  on  this  condition,  amona 
others,  that  the  Territory  shall  ratify  the  bounda°- 
nes  m  the  bill. 

Neither  the  qualifications  of  electors  to  vote  for 
the  convention  to  form   the  constitution,  nor  the 
number  of  its  members,  nor  the  apportionment  of 
them  among  the  several  counties,  nor  the  time  of 
holdmg  the  election,  nor  of  the  meeting  of  the  con- 
ventK^n,  are  confided  to  the  determination  of  the 
lerritory.      Are  not   some  of  these   regulations 
very_  important,  calculated  to  have  great  influence 
on  thecharacter  of  the  constitution  to  be  formed  '? 
But  all   admit  the  right  of  Congress  to  establish 
them.      Certain   conditions   are  also   prescribed 
without  assenting  to  which  the  Territory  cannot 
be  admitted  as  a  State,  and  by  assenting  to  which 
she  will  be  deprived  of  powers  enjoyed   by  other 
btates.     Among  these  are  the   following:    "No 
'  tax  shall   be  imposed  on  lands  the  property  of 
^  the   United   States,  and   in  no  case  shall  non- 
^  resident  proprietors  be  taxed  higher  than  resi- 
dents. '     The  right  to  prescribe  these  conditions 
IS  not  denied.  ' 

But  by  what  provision  of  the  Constitution  is 
that  right  conferred  which  does  not  equally  apply 
to  the  amendment  in  question?  The  plain  truth 
IS,  that  a  law  authorizing  the  people  of  a  territory 
to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government  par- 
takes of  the  nature  of  propositions  to  form  with 


imposes  upon  Congress  no  obligation  to  admit  new 
States.     It  permits  none  to  demand  admission.    It 
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quire  such  admission.  The  President  and  Senate 
cannot,  by  treaty,  admit  a  State  into  the  Union  • 
nor  can  they  impose  on  Congress  an  obligation  to 
do  It.  The  admission  of  Louisiana,  which  was 
imrt  of  the  same  territory  with  Missouri,  was  not 
claimed  as  a  matter  of  right ;  it  was  solicited  as  a 
tavor.  The  propriety  of  imposing  conditions  was 
not  questioned.  It  was  then  thought  reasonable 
and  Constitutional,  too,  that  a  political  as  well  as 
every  other  society  should  prescribe  the  time,  man- 
ner, and  conditions  of  obtaining  the  privileffe  of 
membership.  That  the  power  of  admitting  new 
Mates  and  making  the  laws  necessary  and  proper 
thet-efor,  give  the  right  for  which  we  contend,  ac- 
cording to  the  plain  and  natural  interpretation  of 
language,  appears  to  me  too  evident  to  need  further 
illustration. 

^  By  the  treaty  with  France,  Congress  acquired 
"an  incontestable  title  to  the  domain  and  posses- 
^  sion  of  the  ceded  territory  in  full  sovereignty 
with  all  its  rights  and  appurtenances."  The 
only  limitation  on  the  exercise  of  this  sovereignty 
must  be  found  in  the  Constitution.  The  sover- 
eignty is  general,  but  must  be  exerted  in  a  manner 
consistent  with  the  principles  of  our  National 
Crovemment.  It,  therefore,  becomes  important  to 
ascertain  what  these  principles  are,  in  relation  to 
the  amendment  on  your  table.  In  other  words,  is 
the  power  of  holding  slaves  a  federal  right?    In 
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discusfiiDg  this  question,  we  ought  carefully  to  dis- 
tinguish between  the  principles  of  the  United 
States.'  Government  and  those  of  particular  States. 
The  doctrines  of  New  Hampshire  and  of  Georgia 
in  regard  to  slavery,  are  diametrically  opposite, 
and  cannot  both  be  the  doctrines  of  the  United 
States'.  The  Federal  Government  is  as  distinct 
from  each  of  these,  as  they  are  from  each  other. 
AU  these  rightfully  exercise  a  limited  sovereignty 
in  their  propi-r  spheres.  We  further  premise,  that, 
in  a  confederacy  like  ours,  the  principles  of  a  dom- 
inant State  naturally  acquire  a  currency  and  an 
artificial  value  from  their  connexion  with  honor 
and  i»ower.  It  is  evident  enough,  that  the  United 
Stales'  Government  does  not  belong  to  Virginia, 
any  more  than  to  Ohio.  It  nevertheless  may  be 
quite  Virginian.  Indeed  we  were  told,  but  a  few 
days  since,  that  we  arc  indebted  for  the  territory 
in  question  to  the  wisdom  and  to  the  cash  of  Vir- 
ginia. [.Mr.  Randolph  rose  and  said,  that  if  the 
fentleman  from  New  York  quoted  him,  he  hoped 
e  would  not  misquote  him.  He  had  used  neither 
the  word  wisdom  or  cash.]  Mr.  Taylor  replied, 
that  words  were  only  useful  as  a  means  of  com- 
municating ideas.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
may  have  used  sagacity  instead  of  wisdom,  and 
treasure,  wealth,  or  money,  instead  of  cash.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  shakes  his  head.  I  can- 
not have  mistaken  the  .sentiment.  His  expres- 
sions, as  usual,  were  very  clear  and  distinct.  But 
it  is  not  material.  The  political  sagacity  of  Vir- 
ginia is  unimpeached.  She  has  manifested  it  in 
manv  respects,  and  in  none  more  than  in  the  abil- 
ity she  displays  on  this  floor.  She  selects  for  Con- 
gress her  ablest  sons.  She  reposes  in  them  a  lib- 
eral confidence.  While  faithful  to  her  interests,  she 
continues  them  in  her  employment,  thereby  ena- 
bling them  to  honor  the  nation  and  serve  the  State. 
She  instructs  them  not  to  waste  their  strength  at 
home,  in  petty  warfare,  in  scuflHes  for  oflice,  and 
in  the  gratification  of  private  resentments.  She 
points  to  the  prize  of  high  ambition,  and  bids  them 
secure  it.  They  obey  her  mandate.  If  they  stum- 
ble, she  upholds  them.  If  they  fall,  she  raises 
them.  If  they  wander,  she  reclaims  them.  She 
publishes  their  virtues,  and  covers  their  errors  with 
a  mantle  of  charity.  How  unlike  is  Virginia  in 
all  these  respects,  to  some  of  her  sisters !  She  has 
set  before  them  an  example,  which,  failing  to  im- 
itate, their  complaints  of  her  influence  will  remain 
unavailing.  And,  is  there  less  danger  that  the 
principles  of  Virginia,  in  regard  to  slavery,  will 
acquire  popularity,  and  ultimately  pass  for  those 
of  the  iiation,  because  she  is  wise  in  her  policy 
and  maintains  her  consequence  in  every  depart- 
ment of  your  Government  ?  But  let  us  examine 
what  are  the  principles  on  which  the  United  States 
Government  is  founded.  Do  they  justify  slavery? 
I  answer,  they  do  not.  Congress,  within  its  sov- 
ereignty, has  constantly  endeavored  to  prevent 
the  extension  of  slavery,  and  has  maintained  the 
doctrine  "that  all  men  are  born  equally  free." 
But  has  disclaimed,  and  continues  to  disclaim, 
any  right  to  enforce  this  doctrine  upon  State 
sovereignties. 

The  first  truth  declared  by  this  nation,  at  the 


era  of  its  independence,  Was,  "that  all  men  are 
'  created  equal ;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their 
'  Creator  with  certain  inalienable  rights ;  that 
'  amoiig  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of 
'  happiness." 

Are  we  willing  to  pronounce  this  declaration, 
for  the  support  ol  which  the  Fathers  of  our  Rev- 
olution pledged  their  lives  and  fortunes,  a  flagrant 
falsehood  ?  Was  this  declaration  a  solemn  mock* 
ery  ?  Did  such  men  as  Jefilrson,  Adams,  Frank- 
lin, Sherman,  and  Livingston,  proclaim  to  the 
world,  as  self-evident  truth,  doctrines  they  did  not 
believe  ?  Did  they  lay  the  foundation  of  this  in- 
fant Republic  in  fraud  and  hypocrisy  ?  The  sup- 
position is  incredible.  These  men  composed  the 
committee  which  reported  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence. Four  of  them  were  delegates  from 
Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  Connecticut  and 
New  York.  They  expressed  the  opinions  of  the 
States  they  represented.  The  sentiments  of  their 
chairman  on  this  interesting  subject  are  not  con- 
tained in  the  declaration  alone.  If  further  evi- 
dence be  required  as  to  his  opinions,  it  is  abun- 
dantly furnished  in  his  "  Notes  on  Virginia."  His 
denunciation  of  slavery  is  there  expressed  in  lan- 
guage too  distinct  to  be  misunderstood.  Its  injus- 
tice is  portrayed  in  glowing  colors,  and  its  evils 
described  with  irresistible  eloquence.  While  books 
are  read,  or  truth  revered,  his  sentiments  on  this 
subject  will  insure  to  their  author  unfading  honor. 

In  1784,  Virginia  ceded  to  the  United  States  her 
right  and  title  to  the  Northwest  Territory,  on  con- 
dition "  that  the  States  there  to  be  formed  should 
'  be  admitted  members  of  the  Federal  Union,  hav- 
'  ing  the  same  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and 
'  independence,  as  the  other  States."  In  July, 
1787,  an  ordinance  was  passed  for  the  government 
of  the  Territory,  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  all  the 
States,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract : 

"  And  for  extending  the  fundamental  principles  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty,  which  form  the  basis  where- 
on these  republics,  their  laws  and  constitutions  are 
erected  ;  to  fix  and  establish  those  principles  as  the 
basis  for  all  laws,  constitutions,  and  governmentx, 
which,  forever  berrafler,  shall  be  formed  in  the  said 
Territory;  to  provide,  also,  for  the  establishment  of 
Slates  dnd  permanent  government  therein,  and  for 
their  admission  to  a  share  in  the  Federal  Councils,  on 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  at  as  early 
periods  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  general  interest  : 
It  is  hereby  ordained  and  declared,  by  the  authority 
aforesaid.  That  the  following  articles  shall  be  consid- 
ered as  articles  of  compact  between  the  original  States 
and  the  people  and  States  in  the  said  Territory,  and 
forever  remain  unalterable,  unless  by  common  consent, 
to  wit:" 

"  Abticle  6.  There  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  in- 
voluntary servitude  in  the  said  Territory,  otherwise 
than  in  the  punishment  of  crimes,  whereof  the  party 
shall  have  been  duly  convicted  :  Provided  a/ways.  That 
any  person  escaping  into  the  same,  from  w^hom  labor 
or  service  is  lawfully  claimed  in  any  one  of  the  origi- 
nal States,  such  fugitive  may  be  lawfully  reclaimed  and 
conveyed  to  the  person  claiming  hie  or  her  labor  or 
•ervice  as  aforesaid." 

This  ordinance  was  passed  lor  the  government, 
not  of  a  part,  but  of  every  foot  of  the  territories  of 
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the  United  States;  not  extorted  bv  compromise, 
and  considered  a  hard  bar^ram.  but'  expressive  of 
the  spirit  of  freedom  which  then  prevailed.     It  is 
an  imper^hable  monument  of  glory  and  renown 
to  Its  tramers.     They  ^acririced  prejudice  on  the 
altar  ol  country.     Avarice  found  no  place  in  their 
bosoms.      Disinterested   and   magnanimous  were 
their  acts,  and  the  blessings  of  jiosterity  will  em- 
balm their  memories.     Their  names  will  be  en- 
graved on  columns  of  marble,  and  preserved  in  the 
legislative  hall  of  every  State  northwest  of  the 
Ohio.    .No  American  statesman  was  then  found 
,   hardy  enough  to  maintain  the  anti-republican  doc- ' 
trine  that  man  cannot  be  free  without  possessing  ; 
a  power  to  enslave  his  fellow-man. 

This  ordinance  is  important,  also,  in  another 
respect.     It  shows  that,  in  1787,  Virginia  did  not 
consider  that  the  States  to  which  its  sixth  article 
should  be  apphed,  would  be  deprived  of  the  same 
rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  independence, 
as  the  other  States."     The  amendment  on  your 
table  IS  copied  from  that  article,  and  a  proviso 
added  to  prevent  its  application  to  persons  now  i 
held  to  service  in  the  Territory.     The  date,  also.  : 
ol  this  ordinance  is  worthy  of  remark.     It  was  ' 
passed  m  July.     The  convention  which  formed 
the  Federal  Constitution  was  then  in  session.    The  • 
members  had  the  ordinance  before  them.     They 
saw  the  rules  and  regulations  which  Congress  had 
established  for  the  government  of  all  the  territory 
ol  the  United  States.     Judginsr  thereby,  they  could 
not  have  thought  it  necessary  to  guard  against  the 
extension  of  slavery  by  a  Constitutional  prohibi- 
tion,    rhey,  therefore,  two  months  after  the  pas- 
sage ot  the  ordinance,  confide  to  Congress  an  un- 
limited power  of  making  -  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations  respecting  the  territory  of  the  United 
ls> tales. ' 

The  ordinance  also  illustrates  the  import  of  the 
luUowing  clause  in  the  Constitution  : 

"  The  migration  or  importation  of  mch  person*  as 
any  ot  the  States  now  exi,.ting  shall  think  proper  to 
admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior  to 
the  year  1808  ;  but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on 
Buch  importation,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each 
person. 

This  provision  has  given  great  trouble  to  the 
opponents  of  restriction  on  slavery.  The  extra- 
ordinar)'  constructions  to  which  they  have  resorted 
furnish  of  this  fact  conclusive  evidence.  That 
migration.and  importation  do  not  mean  the  same 
thine  is  evident,  because  a  tax  may  be  imjwsed  on 
the  latter,  but  not  on  the  former.  Importation  im- 
plies the  bringing  into  this  country  from  abroad, 
either  by  land  or  by  water  ;  migration,  the  moving 
within  it  trom  one  Slate  or  Territory  to  another. 
This  moving  may  be  either  voluntary  or  by  con- 
straint. It  applies  to  all  subjects  capable  of  loco- 
motion. Slaves  may  be  said  to  migrate  or  move 
vmh  their  masters,  as  well  as  soldiers  with  their 
officers.  The  word  nigratMn  was  not  intended  to 
apply  to  citizens,  because  the  Constitution  declares 
that  "  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled 
to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in 
the  several  States.''  It.  therefore,  must  have  re- 
lated to  a  class  of  population  who  were  not  citi- 
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I  zen.s.  A  more  particular  designation  cannot  be 
,  necessary.  The  power  of  Congress  to  prohibit 
the  moving  of  '•  such  persons'  into  Territories  and 
into  States  which  did  not  ihink  proper  to  admit 
them  has  never  been  denied,  and,  in  fact,  was 
rightfully  exercised  before  the  year  1S(>8.  Some 
ol  the  instances  shall  be  pointed  out  before  I  «.it 
down. 

The   Constitutional   provision   which   re«uires 
that  persons  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State 
and  escaping  into  another,  shall  be  delivered  up' 
gives   no  sanction    to   slavery.      That   provision 
would  have  been  proper  to  protect  the  rights  of 
masters  oyer  their  apprentices  and  bound  servants 
even  if  slavery  did  not  exi-t.     The  Constitution 
wras  formed,  among  other  objecLs,  for  the  purpose 
ol  -  insuring  domestic  tranquillity."     No  power  to 
interfere  with  the  laws  of  an  existing  S^tate.  on 
the  >ubjeci  ot  slavery,  having  been  granted  to  Con- 
gress, all  interterence  is  denied  to  other  States. 

In  1789,  the  first  Congress  met  under  the  Con- 
stitui'on,  and  passed  a  law  recognising  the  ordi- 
nance ol  1787.  * 

In  17f»0,  North  Carolina  ceded  to  the  U^nited 
states  that  part  of  her  territory  which  now  com- 
j  poses  the  State  of  Tennessee.     Knowing  the  prin- 
ciples  of  the  United  States  Government  to  be  hos- 
I  tile  to  slavery,  she  made  the  grant  upon  express 
condition,  ••  that  no  regulation  made  or  to  be  made 
I  by  Congress  '•hould  tend  to  emancipate  slaves." 
Uoes  not  this  condition  most  clearly  show,  not 
;  only  what  North  Carolina  thought  in  regard  to 
the  power  of  Congress  in  thiv  particular,  but  also 
oj  the  manner  in  which  that  power  would  proba- 
bly be  exerri>ed  unless  restrained  by  positive  stipu- 
I  lation  ?     It  would  even  seem  to  have  been  con- 
sidered, by  the  words  of  the  condition,  that  its 

■  introduction  was  necessary  to  prevent  the  then  ex- 

■  istmg  laws  of  the  Union  attaching  to  the  ceded 
I  territory,  and  liberating  the  slaves  tlierein. 

In   1774,  fourteen    year>   before  Congress  had 

power  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  foreign  slaves 

,  into  such  States  of  the  Union  as  chose  to  admit 

I  them    an  act  was  passed  to  prohibit  carrying  on 

I  If^  ^'*^'^  ^'■a*^^  lo  any  foreign  place  or  country. 

By  this  act  It  wa.  declared,  "that  no  citizen  6r 

citizen*  of  the  United  States,  or  foreigner,  or  any 

'  other  jH-rson  coming  into  or  residing  within  the 

•  same,  shall,  for  himself  or  any  other  person  whom- 
wever,  either  as  master,  factor,  or  owner,  build, 
nt,  equip,  load,  or  otherwise  prepare,  any  ship  or 

'  vessel  within  any  port  or  place  of  the  United 
btates;  nor  .shall  cause  any  ship  or  vessel  to  sail 
Irom  any  port  or  place  within  the  same,  for  the 

'  purpose  ot  carrying  on  an)   trade  or  traffic  io 

•  slaves  to  any  foreign  country,  or  for  the  purpose 
^  of  procuring  from  any  foreign  kingdom,  place,  or 

country,  the  inhabitants  of  such  kingdom,  place, 
'  or  country,  to  be  transported  to  any  foreign  coun- 
I  try,  port,  or  place  whatever,  to  be  sold  or  disposed 

of  as  slaves."  This  act  was  enforced  by  very 
severe  penalties.  Under  its  operation  the  extra- 
ordinary spectacle  was  exhibited,  of  the  United 
States  Government  inflicting  exemplary  punish- 
ment on  Its  citizens  for  transporting  slaves  from 
Africa  to  Cuba,  but  allowing,  as  lawful  commerce, 
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their  transportation  from  Africa  to  South  Caro- 
lina.    Congress  had  power  to  prehibil  the  former, 
and  it  was  exercised.     No  power  existed  to  pro-^ 
hibit  the  latter,  because   the   States   reserved  to 
themselves  this  branch  of  sovereignty  until  1808. 
We  saw  and   deplored  the  evil,   but  our   hands 
were  tied.     It  was  not  suffered  to  exist  a  single 
day  after  the   powtr  of  preventing   it   accrued. 
Congress  enforced  the  principle  of  this  Govern- 
ment, and  manifested  its  devotion  to  the  rights  of 
man,  by  passino;  the  act  of  1794.     If  slavery  be 
sanctioned  b|'  these  principles,  why  was  that  act 
passed?     It  proscribed  a  profitable  commerce;  it 
dried  up  one  source  of  national  wealth,  and  was 
imfriendly  to  the  navigating   interest.     By  tiiat 
commerce  no  new  slaves  were  introduced  into  the 
States;  they   were   carried    to  foreign  countries, 
where  their  importation  was  sanctioned  by  law, 
and  thereby  the  balance  of  trade  was  rendered 
more  favorable  to  the  United  States.     Worldly 
wisdom  UFged  much  in  its  favor ;  yet,  such  was 
our  condemnation  of  this  accursed  traffic — so  hos- 
tile to  our  national  principles  was  it  considered  to 
make  merchandise  of  men,  that  the  law  was  passed 
with  very  great  unanimity. 

In  1798,  the  Mississippi  Territory  was  claimed 
by  the  United  Stales  as  well  as  by  Georgia.  If 
it  belonged  to  the  latter,  the  power  of  Congress 
could  not  be  exerted  against  the  importation  of 
slaves,  until  after  the  expiration  often  years;  but, 
such  was  the  solicitude  of  this  Government  to  pre- 
vent the  extension  of  slavery,  that  an  act  was  then 
passed,  declaring  "  that  any  slave  imported  into 
'  the  Territory,  from  without  the  limits  of  the 
'  United  Slatt's,  should  thereupon  be  entitled  to. 
'  and  receive  his  or  her  freedom." 

In  1802,  Congress  turther  enforced  the  law 
against  the  slave  trade,  by  severe  penalties,  and 
recognist'd  the  prohibitory  acts  of  narticular  States. 
In  1803,  Georgia  ceded  to  the  United  State.*;  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  and,  to  prevent  the  applica- 
tion to  it  of  the  United  Stat^-s  principles  in  regard 
to  slavery,  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession, 
which  provided  that  the  ceded  territory  should 
form  a  State,  and  be  admitted  into  the  Union  on 
the  conditions  of  the  ordinance  of  1787,  expressly 
excepted  that  article  which  forbids  slavery. 

In  1803,  Louisiana,  including  the  Territory  of 
Missouri,  was  purchased  from  France.  The  third 
is  the  only  article  of  the  treaty  relating  to  the  .sub- 
ject before  us.  It  consists  of  three  parts;  first, 
"  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  in- 
corporated into  the  union  of  the  United  States." 
This  provision  was  to  be  executed  immediately. 
It  extended  to  all  the  inhabitants,  wherever  resi- 
dent, and  depended  on  no  contingency.  Without 
it  they  might  have  continued  aliens,  and  have 
been  treated  like  the  inhabitants  of  a  conquered 
proviiice.  The  obligation  imposed  by  this  clause 
was  discharged  by  Congress  in  passing  the  act  of 
1804,  erecting  Louisiana  into  two  territories,  and 

groviding  for  the  temporary  government  thereof. 
ty  this  act  they  were  incorporated  into  the  Union, 
and  the  laws  of  the  United  Suites  were  extended 
to  them;  they  became  part  of  the  American  fam- 
ily, subject  to  its  rules  and  regulations,  and  bound 
16th  Con.  Isi  Sbss 3] 


H.  or  R. 


to  obey  its  authority.  Their  allegiance  was  trans- 
ferred from  France  to  the  United  States;  they 
were  obligated  to  support  our  Constitution  and 
obey  our  laws ;  they  necessarily  acquired  some 
new  privileges,  and  lost  some  formerly  enjoyed ; 
for  example,  they  lost  the  privilege  of  employing 

ships  in  the  slave  trade — of  buying  foreign  slaves 

of  punishing  heresy,  and,  in  short,  of  being  gov- 
erned by  the  colonial  laws  of  France;  and  they 
acquired  the  privilege  of  bein^  governed  by  the 
American  Congress  on  principles  of  freedom. 
These  consequences  necessarily  followed  their  in- 
corporation into  the  Union.  * 

The  second  clause  is  contingent,  and  requires 
that  the  inhabitants  "  shall  be  admitted,  as  soon 
as  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Fed- 
eral   Constitution,   to   the   enjoyment  of  all   the 
rights,  advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States."     The  subject-matter  of  this 
clause  is  inhahUaiits,  not  ttrrUory.     In  all  the  ces- 
sions of  territory  previou.sly  acquired  by  Congress, 
a  provision  had  been  inserted  in  the  compacts, 
"that  the  territory  should  be  formed  into  a  State 
or  Stales."     These  compacts  had  been  made  by 
Congress,  which  had  power  to  admit  new  States 
into  the  Union.     But  this  treaty  was  made  by  the 
President  and  Senate,  who  had  no  such  power.  It 
was  doubted  by  many  whether,  according  to  the 
principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  new  States 
could  be  erected  in  this  territory  ;  and  it  was  un- 
certain whether  theexisting  States  would  so  amend 
the  Constitution  as  to  confer  the  power.     But  if 
Congress  had  the  power,  it  was  uncertain  when, 
and  on  what  conditions,  they  would  think  proper 
to  exercise  it ;  and,  until  the  general  weltare  of 
the  United  States  should,  in  the  opinion  of  Con- 
gress, require  its  exercise,  it  was  not  possible  for 
them  to  be  admitted.     Moreover,  the  rights,  ad- 
vantages, and   immunities,  to  the  enjoyment  of 
which  they  are  to  be  admitted,  are  those  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States.     The  power  of  holding 
slaves  is  no  right,  advantage,  or  immunity,  arising 
from  United  States  citizenship.     Whatever  those 
rights  are,  they  must  be  uniform  ;  that  is,  United'' 
Slates  citizenship  confers  the  same  rights  in  New 
Hampshire  as  in  Kentucky.     If  in  Kentucky  it 
gives  the  power  of  holding  slaves,  by  virtue  of  it 
a  citizen  of  the  United  Sutes  may  hold  slaves  in 
.\ew  Hampshire.     The  error  is  in  confoimding 
the  rights  of  United  States  citizenship  with  those 
arising  under  the  la.ws  of  Kentucky.    By  the  lat- 
ter an  authority  to  hold  slaves  exists  ;  by  tne  former 
it  does  not.     f  he  rights  of  United  Slates  citizen- 
ship are  founded  on  the  Constitution ;   they  are 
paramount  to,  and  cannot  be  taken  away  or  affect- 
ed by  State  laws.     But  the  right  of  holding  slaves 
may  be  taken  away  by  State  laws  ^  therefore  it  is 
not  a  right  of  United  States  citizenship,  and  con- 
sequently was  not  guarantied  to  the  inhabitants  of 
this  territory  by  treaty. 

The  inhabitants  had  no  right  to  calculate  on  a 
power  of  holding  slaves.  Neither  the  principles  of 
the  Constitution,  nor  the  practice  of  the  Govern- 
ment, justified  that  expectation.  Congress  had 
allowed  slavery  to  exist  in  no  territory  where  its 
allowance  had  not  been  made,  by  the  State  ceding 
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h;bUanl^'^.HT''n!;r°  °'"  »h\7^^io"-     These  in-  '  with  foreiga  Governments,  drew  th7anention  of 
rrcrhK^K^nw  reasonably  expect    greater    Congress  trom  this   particular  subject.     It  now  is 

territory  ot  the   Lnited   Slates.     They  were  au-    sUies  have  in  a  good  degree  subsided   and  everv 
thonzed  to  expect  the  privilege  of  self-government,    circumstance  is  fivorable'to  its  just  decision      ^ 

ILm     Kn"?"*!  ^"'T"  \'  ''  "^""^  ^:^.°  ^'^"''■'^  »°  The  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,' were 

ttem ;  but,  like  them,  they  were  subject  to  thede-  admitted  into  the  Union  in  1802.  1816  and  1818 

termination  ofCongress  as  to  time,  manner,  bound-  and   the  restriction   against  slavery  was  applied 

aries,  and  every  other  condition.     The  third  clause  without  opposition,  to  all  of  them.  NlV&J 

of  the.  article  prov,de>  -that  the  inhabitants,  in  their  consmutions  accordin^lv,  and  are  now  r™aj^ 


the  meantime,  shall  be  maintained  and  protected 
in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  property, 
and  the  religion  which  they  profess.''  Without 
stopping  to  inquire  into  the  general  signification 
of  the  word  /wo/^rf^/.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  it 
does  not  include  the  future  generations  of  men  who 
may  be  born  in  the  territory  ;  and  the  condition  of 


ing  the  rich  reward  of  civil  as  well  as  political 
freedom. 

The  slave  trade  was  abolished  by  act  of  1807, 
to  take  effect  on  the  first  day  of  January,  ISOs' 
being  the  earliest  day  on  which  Congress  could 
exercise  that  power. 

In  this  manner  Congress  has  respected  the  rif^hti 


It?pein^Tn  ,h  '"  '"'J"'^  Will  not  be  changed  by  of  man,  and  has  endeavored,  in  pursuance  ofVh"^ 
agreeing  to  the  amendment.     With  this  single  re-    principle,  of  the   United  States  Government  to 

r^t'nfr'^?  '"  °^"'*''  '^^'  '^'  ^'''  *'"i°r-  'iniittW  extension  of  slavery  as  mSasrssible 
Se"  ISZTZ'fT'  ™''"k""  t^^"'"'^  ^i'*^^ '°  ^^^^"y  ""e«^^"'  considerations  relat?ng^to  the 
^eie  ci  e2  in  the'^^ri'''''  the  control  shall  ;  general  welEre  are  intimatelv  connected  fvith  .hi' 
iVh?J^[lL  I  ^\'^y'''  "^3"""  and  degree  that  .  subject.     To  a  few  of  these  I  shall  briefly  advert 

U  had  been  under  the  former  government.     If  this  :  Thi  defence  of  ^r  country  emphalicallv^ests  on 

7henatu?e"7TrZ^,  '^' ^  ^  '^^""^TI  '"  ''^  ""'''^  '^^^  ^  .lave  ^p^X'on  on  niut« 
the  nature  of  a  charter  of  ri£rhts  to  the  inhabit-  nothing  to  this  force,  and  occupies  the  i>lace  which 
ants,    hey  may  at  this  time  rightfully  carrv  on  the    otherwise  would  be  fUled  ^y  a  Save  and   hu  5v 

Iw'  Rm'.r^  ^".r"^'  ""'Yl  ""T  ^'""^'^^''^  ^y  '  y^^'nanry.  In  detailin^mil'^tia  f  om  the  so^i^l 
fh!l-u  ^J.^'^'^y^  ^"^  religion    only  rerjuires  that    ascertained,  not  by  its  political  power  or  renrcM^n 

a^Unl  Un^IeTsT;  >•  ''\l  ^«"^^''"'-°  ^^^    ^»'i-  m  C^ngres^,  but'by  it^fn.i/i^rn.tur  J.'^^^^^^ 
XTu\  ^T'    "  ^^''  ^^"^^  manner  as  ,  may  be  made  by  the  representatives  of  a  minoriu 

the  liberty,  property,  and  reliirion  of  oth.^r  ri.i-,Pn.   '  nf  lu,...  ,„k^  „L  Ai"',.?   .    .  '.P >".!*  minority 


the  liberty,  property,  and  religion  of  other  citizens, 
similarly  situated,  are  protected.  It  is  a  protec- 
tion according  to  the  j)rinciples  of  this,  and  not  of 
a  foreign  Government. 

The  act  of  1S04,   to  which  I  have  already  ad- 
verted, strongly  illustrates   the  solicitude  of  Con- 


Of  those  who  are  obliged  to  risk  their  lives  in  its 
supD«irt.  This  IS  a  departure  from  that  principle 
of  the  Constitution  which  esfablishrs  a  proportion 
between  political  power  and  contribution  to  public 
burdens  ;  a  departure  which,  in  oiK-ration.  ha>  been 
found  very  untqual,  but  of  which  we  do  not  com- 


or  thereafter  to  be  imported  ;  thirdly,  of  all  other 
slaves,  except  by  citizens  of  the  United  States 
removing  into  the  territory  for  actual  settlement' 
and  bona  fide  owning  such  slares.  All  slaves 
brought  into  the  territory  of  Orleans,  contrary  to 
these  provisions,  were  entitled  to  freedom,  and 
penalties  were  imposed  on  the  importers.  Con- 
gress could  not  endure  the  idea  that  even  New 
Orleans  should  become  a  market  for  the  sale  of 
human  flesh. 

The  residue  of  Louisiana  wa>  placed  under  the 
government  of  the  Governor  and  Judges  of  Indi- 
ana, where  slavery  was  forever  prohibited  by  the 
ordinance  of  1787.  It  was  b«>lieved  that  these  offi- 
cers would  apply  to  Missouri  the  same  principles 
of  government  on  which  they  were  bound  to  ad 
minister  that    "  •    *  -•  '         .    - 


By  the  extension  of  slavery  the  contribution  of 
monev,  as  well  as  of  men,  is  rendered  more  unfa- 
vorable to  the  non-slaveholding  State.".  If  our 
revenues  were  raised  by  direct  taxation,  the  ine- 
quality would  not  be  very  great.  But,  of  the  mil- 
lions which  have  passed  through  the  United  States 
1  reasury,  huw  small  a  portion  has  been  derived 
from  that  source !  Nearly  the  whole  amount  has 
been  levied  by  duties  on  importation.  We  have 
paid  It  in  the  price  of  our  coffee,  tea,  sugar,  and 
almost  everv  other  article  of  foreign  merchandise. 
1  hese  articles  are  extensively  used,  and  many  of 
thcTn  considered  necessar^rs  of  life  by  all  classes 
of  citizens  in  the  non-slaveholding  States,  while 
w '^^^"^"'"P'*""  is  very  limited  among  slaves. 
*Ve  havf  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  present  rev* 


h-^t  nf  in,i;^„,      f"  I        I    r     ».•        "■      *  *^  "ave  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  present  rev- 


suffered  the  evil  to  increase,  without  an  effort  to 
ijetard  it.  The  subsequent  acts  in  regard  to  this 
Territory,  are  of  so  recent  a  date,  that  it  is  unne- 
ces.sary  to  detail  their  provisions. 

The  contests  of  party  at  home,  and  the  •rreat 
nauonal  questions  in  which  we  were  soon  involved 


bution  to  the  public  Treasury  will  evei;  remain 
greatly  disproportionate  to  our  political  power  in 
the  PVderal  Government. 

I  have  no  desire  to  magnify  the  danger  of  insur- 
rection in  the  slaveholding  Slates.  I  hope  it  no 
where  exists,  or,  at  most,  in  a  very  limited  degree. 
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Information  derived  from  honorable  members  of 
this  Committee  confirm  my  belief  that  such  is 
generally  the  case.  I  have  listened  with  pleasure 
to  the  recital  of  examples  of  the  unconquerable  at- 
tachment, fidelity,  and  devotion  of  slaves  to  their 
masters.  Some  of  these  instances  have  evinced  a 
magnanimity  which  would  have  done  honor  to 
the  best  days  of  chivalnc  heroism.  They  are  alike 
honorable  to  master  and  slave.  But  these  exam- 
ples are  of  rare  occurrence.  That  some  danger 
exists,  is  not  denied ;  it  is  admitted  by  all.  What- 
ever it  may  be,  I  am  unwilling  to  entail  it  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  the  West,  and  with  it  the 
obligation  of  protecting  them  against  "domestic 
violence.'' 

The  strength  of  this  nation  chiefly  consists  in 
its  moral  jwwer.     The  foundation  of  this  is  laid 
in  the  intelligence  and  virtue  of  the  people.     A 
wise  Administration  will  always,  and  especially 
in    perilous   times,    receive    the   support   of  such 
a    people.     As  difficulties    thicken,   and    dangers 
threaten,  they  will  put  forth   their  strength.     Be- 
ing  capable  of  understanding   the    neces.vity   of 
great  sacrifices,  they  will  make  them  with  cheer- 
fulnes.s,  and  will  march  to  victory.    But  this  moral 
power  of  a  nation  does  not  consist  solely  nor  chiefly 
m  the  distinguished  science  of  her  favored  sons-1 
the  rich  and  noble  few— but   in   the  information 
and  integrity  of  her  yeomanry,  her  farmers,  me- 
chanics, and  laborers'.     These,  in  a  Government 
like  ours,  pcssess  as  well  the  moral  power  as  the 
bone  and  sinew  of  the  country.    If  a  large  portion 
of  these  l)e  slaves,  that  power  is  not  only  impaired,  i 
.  but  nbysical  debility  occupies  its  place.  i 

The  peculiar  situation  of  this  Territory  requires  ! 
it  to  become  a  strong  frontier.     Lying  in   the  vi- 
cinity of  numerous  and  powerful  tribes  of  Indian.s, ' 
approaching  the  neighborhood  of  a  country  which 
soon   may   Ucome  a  rich  and  jealous  rival,  we 
ought  not  to  weaken  it  with  a  .slave  populatioa. 

The    representation    in    Congress    allowed    for 
slaves,  as  I  have  before  said,  was  matter  of  com- 
promise.    The  extent  of  this  concession  wa.x  sup- 
posed to  be  seen  and  clearly  understood.     It  was 
believed  that  it  could  not  be  carried   beyond  the 
then  existing  States,  and,  possibly,  to  the  territory 
in  dispute  between  the  United  States  and  Georgia. 
It  did  not  apply  to  foreign  territory.     If  you  can 
claim  it  as  incident  to  the  power  of  admitting  new 
States,  you  mav  stretch  the  principle  to  I   know 
not  what  length.     The  words  of  the  Constitution 
may  not  be  violated,  but  its  spirit  will   be  disre- 
garded.    No  express  power  is  granted  to  Congress 
to  acquire  territory.     li*  it  exists  at  all  it  is  by  im- 
plication.    Thus,  on  the  implied  power  to  acquire 
territory  by  treaty,  you  raise  an  implied   right  to 
~  erect  it  into  States,  and  imply  a  compromise  by 
which  slavery  is  to  be  established,  and  its  slaves 
represented  in  Congres-s.     Is  this  just  ?     Is  it  fair  ? 
Where  will  it  end  ?    Must  we  allow  representa- 
tion not  onl^  to  French  and  Spanish  slaves  bought 
with  the  Territory  in  question,  but  to  African 
slaves  smuggled  into  it  in  violation  of  law  ?     But 
your  lust  of  acquiring  is  not  yet  .satiated.     You 
must  have   the  Floridas.     Your   ambition  rises. 
You  covet  Cuba,  and  obtain  it.    You  stretch  your 


arms  to  the  other  islands  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
and  they  become  yours.    Are  the  millions  of  slaves 
inhabiting  these  countries,  too,  to  be  incorporated 
into  the  Union  and  represented  in  Congress  ?    Are 
the  freemen  of  the  old  States  to  become  the  slaves 
of  the  representatives  of  foreign  slaves  ?    The  ma- 
jority may  be  in  your  hands.     You  may  have  the 
power  to  pa.ss  such  laws,  but  beware  how  you  use 
It.     Remember   by  whom,   and   for  whom,  this 
Government  was  established.     "  We,  the  people 
of  the  United  States,"  made  it  to  secure  our  liberty 
and  promote  our  welfare.    True,  sir,  it  is  not  every 
violation  of  the  Constitution  that  will  justify  ex- 
treme measures.     Our  Union  may  be  compared  to 
a   commercial    partnership.     Some   omi.ssions  of  '' 
duty  and  acts  of  unkindness  may  be  forgiven; 
many  errors  of  judgment  may  be  overlooked  and 
forgotten ;   but,  if  there  be  a  transgression  which 
in  its  very  nature  is   beyond   forgiveness,  and  re- 
quires  resistance,  it  consists  in  admitting  into  the 
concern   new  and    unexpected   partners,  in    such 
manner  as  to  change  the  principles  of  the  part- 
nership itself,  and  destroy  the  rights  of  the  original 
owners. 

We  are  bound  by  oath  to  support  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.  The  duty  imposed  is 
to  uphold,  not  to  impair  and  weaken  it.  Our  obli- 
gation is  as  solemn  to  maintain  the  powers  con- 
fided to  this  Government,  as  to  forbear  the  exercise 
of  those  which  belong  to  other.s.  The  amendment 
on  your  table  opposes  no  State  right.  Gentlemen 
require  us  to  admit  that  Missouri  is  a  State,  and 
tht  n  demonstrate  quite  clearly  that  we  ought  not 
to  interfere  with  her  municipal  regulaiions.  That 
Missouri,  at  some  period,  will  become  a  Stale  in 
this  Union.  I  have  no  doubt;  but  that  she  will 
ever  be  admitted  by  an  American  Congress  with- 
out recognising  "the  fundamental  principles  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty,"  I  cannot  believe.  Pos- 
sessing, as  we  do,  bfjth  a'  moral  and  Constitutional 
right  to  require  of  Missouri  a  provision  against 
slavery,  as  a  condition  of  her  admission,  if  we 
fail  to  exert  it,  we  shall  justly  incur  the  reproach 
of  our  coteinporaries,  and  the  malediclion  of  pos- 
terity. 

When  Mr.  Taylor  had  concluded — 
Mr.  HoLMEa,  of  Massachusetts,  rose,  and  spoke 
as  follows  :  Mr.  Chairman,  when  a  man  is  fallen 
into  distress,  his  neighbors  surround  him  to  offer 
relief  Some,  by  an  attempt  at  condolence,  in- 
crease the  grief  which  they  would  assuage;  oth- 
ers, by  administering  remedies,  in  flame  the  disorder;" 
while  others,  affecting  all  the  .solicitude  of  both, 
actually  wish  him  dead.  It  is  so  with  Liberty.  Al- 
ways in  danger — often  in  distress — she  not  only 
suffers  from  open  and  secret  foes,  but  officious  and 
unskilful  friends.  And  among  the  thousands  and 
millions  that  throng  her  temple  from  curiosity, 
fashion,  or  policy,  how  few — very  few — there  are, 
who  are  her  sincere,  faithful,  and  intelligent  wor- 
shippers? 

Among  these  few,  I  trust,  are  to  be  found  all  the 
advocates  for  restriction  in  this  House.  And  i 
readily  admit  that  most  of  those  out  of  doors,  whose 
zeal  is  excited  on  this  occasion,  are  of  the  same 
description.    But,  is  it  not  probable  that  there  arc 


X 


967 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


968 


H.  or  R. 


AdmuaioH  of  Mi$9<mri. 


Jaitvamt,  1620. 


some  juf^glers  beliind  the  screen  who  are  playing 
a  deeper  game — who  are  combinmg  to  rally  under 
this  standard,  as  the  last  resort,  the  forlorn  hope 
of  an  expiring  party  ? 

But,  while  we  admit  this  in  behalf  of  the  respect- 
able gentlemen  who  advocate  the  restriction  of  sla- 
very m  Missouri,  wo  ask,  may  we  demand  of  them 
the  same  liberality  ?  We  are  not  the  advocates  or 
the  abettors  of  slavery.  For  one,  sir,  I  would  rejoice 
if  there  was  not  a  .>*lave  on  earth.  Liberty  is  the 
object  of  my  love — my  adoration.  I  would  extend 
its  blessings  to  every  human  being.  But,  though 
my  feehngs  are  strong  for  the  abolition  of  slavery, 
they  are  yet  stronger  for  the  Constitution  of  my 
country.  And,  if  I  am  reduced  to  the  sad  alterna- 
tive to  tolerate  the  Qoiding  of  slaves  in  Missouri, 
or  violate  the  Constitution  of  my  country,  I  will 
not  admit  a  doubt  to  cloud  my  choice.  Sir,  of  what 
benefit  would  be  abolition,  if  at  a  sacrifice  of  your 
Constitution  ?  Where  would  bt-  the  guaranty  of 
the  liberty  which  you  grant  1     Liberty  has  a  tem- 

£le  here,  and  it  is  the  only  o^e  which  remains, 
►estroy  this,  and  she  must  Het- — she  must  retire 
among  the  brutes  of  the  wilderness — to  mourn  and 
lament  the  misery  and  folly  of  man. 

The  proposition  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Committee  is  to  abolish  slavery  in  Missouri,  as  a 
condition  of  her  adnussion  into  the  Union. 

This  Constitution  which  1  hold  in  ray  hand  I 
am  sworn  to  support,  not  according  to  legislative 
or  judicial  exposition,  but  as  1  shall  understand  it; 
not  as  private  interest  or  public  zeal  may  urge,  but 
as  1  shall  believe  ;  not  as  I  may  wish  it,  but  as  it  is. 
I  have  carefully  examined   this  Constitution, 
and  i  can  find  nu  such  power.     I  have  looked  it  ; 
through,  and  1  am  certain  it  is  not  in  the  book,  i 
This  power  is  not  express,  and,  if  given  at  all,  it 
must  be  constructive.     This  amplifying  power  by 
construction  js  dangerous,  and  will,  not  improba-  j 
bly,eflfect  the  eventual  destruction  of  the  Constitu- 
tion.    That  tflfere  are  resulting  or  implied  powers,  i 
1  am  not  disp«xsed   to   deny;   but   they  are  only 
where  the  powers  are  subordinate  and  the  impli- 
cation  necessary.     All  powers  not  granted  are  i 
prohibited,  is  a  maxim  to  which  we  cannot  too  ; 
religiously  adhere. 

Let  us  then  proceed,  with  that  candor  and  cau- 
tion which  the  subject  demands,  to  examine  the 
nature  of  this  power,  and  ascertain  whether  it  is  ; 
given  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,      i 
The  extraordinary  doctrines  which  have  been  ' 
advanced  on  this  subject  m  and  out  of  doors  ren-  ' 
der  it  necessary  to  be  exceedingly  particular,  and 
carefully  to  examine  the  ground  as  we  advance. 
An    American    politician   would    scarcely    have 
deemed  it  necessary  to  prove,  at  this  day,  that  to 
regulate  the  relation  between  the  different  mem- 
bers of  a  community  is  an  attribute  of  Mjvereign 
power.     That  1  may  not  be  mistaken,  I  will  inform 
the  Committee  what  I  intend  by  sottnu^i  potcrr, 
and  the  sense  in  which  1  purpose  to  use  it  in  this 
discussion.     It  is  the  power  of  making  and  exe- 
cuting laws  xo  regulate  the  condofct  and  condition 
of  men.     It  is  more  or  less  absolute  as  it  is  limited 
and  defined,  or  unlimited  and  undefined.     In  the 
origin  of  government,  if  we  can  conceive  such  a 


period,  the  rights  vested  in  the  .sovereign  by  the 
community  necessarily  included  the  power  to  de- 
termine the  mutual  dependence  of  the  several  mem- 
bers. The  community  had  a  right  to  control  and 
establish  it  themselves,  or  delegate  it  to  the  sov- 
ereign. In  either  way  they  could  establish  a  dif- 
ference of  dependence  of  one  man  upon  another. 
The  nearer  equal  this  dependence,  however,  the 
more  perfect  the  government.  Yet,  sovereign 
power  can  establish  such  a  dependence  as  that  of 
the  slave  on  his  master. 

This  was  done  in  uU  these  colonies  before  the 
Revolution.  The  sovereign  power  over  them  was 
compounded  of  that  of  the  Crown  and  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Legislatures,  which  was  derived  from  the 
Crown.  These  charters' granted,  with  the  con- 
currence of  the  Crown,  to  the  Provincial  Assem- 
blies, the  power  to  regulate  the  relation  and  depen- 
dence of  the  different  members  of  the  community, 
and  they  exercised  it.  They  authorized  the  im- 
porting and  holding  slaves.  British  law,  by  which 
we  were  governed,  established  slavery  in  the  col- 
onies, and  It  existed  in  each  of  them  up  to  the 
Revolution. 

Then,  did   the   Revolution  alter  the  relation  ? 
We  have  ken  made  to  understand,  from  very  re- 
j  spectable  authority,  that  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
;  pendence  proclaimed  freedom  to  every  slave  in 
j  the  United  States!     It  seems,  then,  that  all  the 
:  slaves  have  been  free  in  fact  for  more  than  forty 
I  years,  and    they  do  not   know   it.     And    we  are 
I  gravely  legislating   to   perform   tiiat  which  was 
,  most  effectually  performed  in  1776.     Why  attempt 
to  do  what  is  already  done  .?     Whv  create  all  this 
;  excitement   if  we   have  no   slave's  f     Humanity 
;  might,  perhaps,  require  that  we  should  pass  a  dec- 
laratory act,  to  give  notice  to  two  millions  of  peo- 
ple, that,  by  applying  to  the  Supreme  Court,  they 
I  can  b«'  relieved  from  their  thraldom. 

But,  sir,  if  all  relation  in  society  were  abolished 
I  by  the  event  of  the  Revolution,' then,  I  suppose, 
that  man  was  reduced,  or,  if  you  please,  restored 
to  a  state  of  nature.     All  government  was  at  an 
end— ought  was  right— and  all  conventional  laws 
ceased.     l(  this  is,  indeed,  the  case,  whence  did 
these  few  individuals,  calling  themselves  a  Con- 
gress, derive  their  authority  1    It  the  Revolution 
abolished  all  civil  relations,  the  State  Legislatures 
could  not  legally  exist ;  and  the  members  of  Con- 
gress were  men  of  assumed   powers,  and   their 
Declaration  of  Independence  was  a  very  officious, 
instead  of  an  ofirial  act.     But,  after  letting  man 
loose  into  the  wilderness*  of  nature,  how  do  you 
bring  him  back  ?     Why,  I  suppose,  by  the  same 
imaginary  process  by  which  you  sent  him  there. 
VVe  must  supjHJse.  with  .some  visionary  writers  on 
the  laws  of  nations,  that  all  the  people  as.sembled 
in  some  va.st  nlaio,  and  there  men,  women,  and 
chUdren,  smalf  anJ  great,  black  and  white,  detcr- 
mmed  that  a  very  small  minority  should  be  elec- 
tors, and  that  these  .should  elect  a  still   smaller 
numl)er,  to  be  constitution-makers,  legislators,  gov- 
ernors, judges,  and  other  officers ;  and  that,  after 
this  imaginary  process,  this   political  death  and 
resurrection,  the  colonies  became  .sovereign  States, 
purified  from  the  pollution  of  slavery. 
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Mr.  Chairroaa,  I  should  not  have  noticed  this 
strange  and  ridiculous  vision,  that  the  Declaration 
of  Independence  was  a  decree  of  universal  eman- 
cipation, had  It  not  issued  from  respectable  sources, 
and  been  seriously  enforced  upon  the  credulity  of 
the  public.  Instead  of  attempting  to  answer  or 
refute  these  visions  of  a  distiubed  imagination,  let 
us  recur  to  principles  and  facts.  The  people  of 
this  country  were  never  without  government  and 
law.  From  the  first  settlement  of  the  country 
there  never  was  an  interregnum,  a  state  of  anar- 
chy. Even  the  case  of  the  pilgrims  who  landed 
at  Plymouth,  beyond  the  limits  of  their  charter,  is 
not  an  exception,  for  they  (1  believe  before  they 
landed)  formed  a  convention  of  government,  one 
of  the  articles  of  which  was,  that  they  would  be 
governed  by  the  laws  of  God  until  they  could 
make  better  of  their  o^vn. 

At  the  Revolution,  the  rights  of  the  Crown 
vested  in  the  States,  and  they  succeeded  to  all  the 
sovereign  power,  which,  until  then,  belonged  to 
the  provinces  and  the  mother  country.  There 
was  no  suspension  or  death  of  political  power. 
Property  was  retained  by  the  owner,  laws  con- 
tinued to  have  force,  and  sovereign  power  was 
transferred  to  the  States,  and  vested  temporarily 
in  their  Legislatures,  until  a  more  permanent  gov- 
ernment could  be  established,  originating  from, 
and  effected  by,  this  temporary  power.  The  doc- 
trine that  the  Revolution  is  not  the  origin,  but  the 
perfection  of  the  State  governments,  and  that  the 
States  are  the  successors  as  well  of  the  Crown  as 
the  Colonies,  has  been  so  long  and  so  well  estab- 
lished, that  it  is  considered  the  foundation  not  only 
of  political  power,  but  of  private  right.  This 
political  power  existing,  and  having  been  exer- 
cised up  to  the  Revolution,  was  not  thereby  extin- 
guished. This  also  agrees  with  fact.  Those  States 
which  were  di.«posed  to  liberate  their  slaves  did 
not  consider  it  as  already  effected  by  the  Revolu- 
tion, but  found  it  necessary  to  do  it  by  some  con- 
stitutional or  legislative  act.  Consequently,  this 
political  or  sovereign  power  existe<l  after  the  Rev- 
olution. And,  as  there  was  no  diminution  of  sov- 
ereign power  from  that  time  up  to  the  adoption  of 
the  Federal  Constitution,  it  existed  up  to  that 
time.  Did  the  Constitution  of  itself  take  it  from 
the  States  ?  There  is  no  such  prohibition  upon 
the  States,  either  express  or  implied.  Moreover, 
the  Constitution  recognises  and  confirms  the  right. 
The  second  section  of  the  first  article  admits  it 
expressly,  and  mvjir5^t  the  basis  of  representation, 
and  apportions  the  nrst  House  of  Representatives 
on  this  basis.  The  third  section  of  the  fourth  arti- 
cle inhibits  a  State  from  protecting  or  liberating 
fugitive  slaves  from  other  States,  and  compels  it 
to  deliver  them  up.  The  Constitution,  so  far 
from  destroying,  establishes  this  power  in  a  State. 

1  come  now  to  the  power  of  Congress.  And 
ray  first  proposition  is,  that  Congress  cannot  re- 
strict a  State  which  was  party  to  the  compact  in 
the  exercise  of  a  political  power  not  surrendered 
by  the  Constitution.  This  is  a  political  axiom 
which  scarcely  admits  of  proof  or  illustration. 
The  tenth  article  of  the  amendment  preserves 
•very  power  not  surrendered.     If  it  did  not,  and 


Congress  could  take,  they  might  afJother,  until 
the  States  were  robbed  of  every  attribute  of  sover- 
eignty.    Remark,  sir,  that  1  confine  the  proposi- 
tion to  existing  States.     I  am  disposed  to  do  one 
thing  at  a  time ;  this  is  enough  for  my  present  pur^ 
pose.  If  this  principle  is  established,  and  it  appears 
j  to  establish  itself,  I  proceed  to  my  second  propo- 
I  sition,  that  the  power  to  restrict  an  existing  State 
j  in  the  admission  or  reiection  of  sJava-y,  is  not  sur- 
rendered to  Congress  by  the  Constitution. 
I      And  here,  sir,  I  cannot  but  notice  the  confusion 
i  that  exists  in  the  ranks  of  the  advocates  of  restric- 
tion.    Two  gentlemen  have  addressed  the  Com- 
j  mittee,  one  before,  and  the  other  since  the  propo- 
I  sition  was  made.     Instead  of  presenting  us  with 
one  single  precept,  one  source  of  this  power,  they 
I  have  presented  six !     From  that  of  laying  and  col- 
i  lecting  taxes,  &c.,  regulating  commerce,  prohibit- 
I  ing  migration   ^nd   importation,  admitting  new 
:  States,  governing  territories,  and  making  treaties ! 
I  And,  what  is  singularly  unfortunate,  the  gentle- 
,  men  agree  only  in  one  of  the  six,  and  that  the 
'  most  exceptionable  and    least    plausible  of  the 
I  whole.     These  are  all  disconnected  and  distinct, 
!  and  this  power  can  be  derived  from  only  one  of 
,  them.     The  gentlemen  ser\'e  us  up  six  different 
and  very  indifferent  dishes,  and  offer  us  our  choice. 
;  We  demand  of  them  the  power — the  true  genuiae 
1  coin,  and  no  counterfeit.     They  present  us  six 
'  pieces,  five  of  which  are  unquestionably  base,  and 
I  tell  us  they  all  look  so  much  alike  that  they  cannot 
j  distinguish,   and   we  must    select  for  ourselves. 
;  What  should  we  answer?    Precisely  what  we  do: 
I  we  will  take  neither,  for  we  believe  them  all  coun- 
j  terfeit.     This  is  not  the  whole.     The  memorial- 
i  ists,  and  others  abroad,  have  furnished  some  ten 
or  a  dozen  more  sources  of  this  power. 
i      A  lawyer  once  attempted  to  apologize   to  the 
court  for  the  absence  of  a  juror.     He  said  he  had 
fifteen  reasons,  and  the  first  was  that  the  man  was 
I  dead.     As  the  first  was  sufficient,  the  court  dis- 
I  pensed  With  the  other  fourteen.     These  gentlemen 
j  are  not  $o  fortunate.     They  have  the  fifteen  rea- 
j  sons,  but  pne  of  them  only  can  be  g(*)d,  and  the 
misfortune  is,  they  don't  know  which  that  is.     The 
truth  is,  these  gentlemen  have  commenced  their 
business  at  the  wrong  end.     Instead  of  ascertain- 
ing their  power,  and  then  proceeding  to  execute 
it,  they  begin  the  work,  and  are  forced  to  leave  it, 
to  go  in  search  of  the  power,  with  a  total  uncer- 
tainty, when  they  have  found  it,  whether  they 
shall  know  it  or  not. 

The  most  extravagant  of  all  claims,  is  that  made 
by  the  honorable  member  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Bbcsh,) 
under  the  clause  in  the  Constitution,  which  em- 
powers Congress  "  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties, 
'  imposts  and  excises ;  to  pay  the  debts  and  provide 
'  for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of 
'  the  United  States;  but  all  duties,  imposts  and 
'  excises  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  United 
'  States."  From  this  single  clause,  the  gentleman 
derives  three  distinct  powers  ;  of  taxes,  of  provid- 
ing for  the  common  defence,  and  general  welfares. 
Sir,  the  last  upon  his  construction  swallows  up  all 
the  rest,  and  with  that,  in  the  same  section,  "  to 
make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  this 
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power  into  execution,"  it  will  not  only  absorb  all 
other  powers,  but  break  down,  destroy  and  over- 
whelm all  prohibitions  and  restraints.  Give  Con- 
gress this,  and  it  is  enoujjh.  Their  powers  are 
greater  than  those  of  any  despot  in  the  world. 
Despots  hold  their  power  by  a  precarious  tenure, 
bat  we  hold  ours  by  an  unlimited  absolute  grant 
from  the  people.  With  this  commission  in  our 
hands,  we  go  forth  and  preach  deliverance  to  the 
captives,  or  slavery  to  the  free.  We  can  pass 
decrees  of  universal  emancipation,  or  universal 
slavery.  All  power  is  committed  to  our  hands; 
we  can  build  and  pull  down ;  we  can  create,  and 
we  can  destroy. 

Man,  clothed  with  a  little  and  very  brief  author- 
ity, is  apt  to  imagine  he  is  very  potent— and  to 
think  it  necessarv,  that,  often,  his  powers  should 
be  extended  for  the  good  of  the  people.  His  zeal 
to  do  good  will  not  unfrequently  induce  him  to 
break  down  constitutional  barriers  and  thereby 
enable  others  to  do  evil.  The  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution were  aware  of  this,  and  took  care  to  estab- 
lish the  boundaries  of  power  by  such  marked,  dis- 
tinct, and  palpable  lines,  that  no  one  could  mistake 
them.     And  they  had  good  reason  to  believe  that 

no  one  could  misunderstand  this  clause '-To  lay 

and  collect  taxes,"  «tc.,  this  is  the  power — '*  to  pay 
the  debts  and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 

Seneral  welfare," — this  is  the  object.  "But  all 
uties,"  &c.  shall  be  uniform" — this  is  the  restric- 
tion. As  if  they  had  said  "  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  for  the  purposes  of 
paying  the  debts,  providing  tor  the  common  de- 
lence  and  general  welfare,  taking  care  that  these 
taxes  shall  be  uniform."  I  am  disposed  to  treat 
every  port  of  this  discussion  with  becoming  gravity; 
but,  really,  sir,  when  an  attempt  is  made  to  deprive 
a  State  of  a  political  power  under  this  clause  in 
the  Constitution,  it  provokes  a  smile  which  it  is 
difficult  to  suppress. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio,  not  satisfied  with  his 
"  general  welfare."  attempts  to  derive  this  power 
from  that  to  "  regulate  commerce."  He  assumes 
that,  under*  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  be- 
tween the  several  States,  Congress  can  prohibit  a 
transfer  of  slaves  from  one  State  to  another,  and 
concludes,  by  what  process  I  do  not  know,  that 
therefore  Congress  have  a  right  to  abolish  slavery 
in  Missouri. 

How  comes  it  that  Congress  can  prohibit  a  trans- 
fer of  a  slave  from  one  State  to  another,  and  under 
this  power  to  regulate  commerce,  when  thty  are 
expressly  forbidden  to  compel  a  vessel  bound  from 
one  State  to  enter,  clear,  or  pay  duties,  in  that  of 
another?  If  Congress  has  this  power  under  this 
clause  in  the  Constitution,  then  slaves  are  to  be 
prohibited  as  commerce.  And,  sir,  where  is  the 
authority  to  prohibit  the  transfer  of  an  article  of 
commerce  from  State  to  State  ?  A  man  leaves 
a  State  to  go  into  another  with  his  family,  slaves, 
cattle,  and  implements  of  husbandry,  to  clear  up 
and  cultivate  a  farm  or  plantation.  '  His  object  is 
exclusively  agricultural.  He  is  met  at  the  line  by 
a  law  of  Congress,  and  his  slaves  are  stopped  un- 
a«r  the  authority  to  regulate  commerce  !  When 
under  this  power,  you  shall  have  succeeded  in  prov- 


j  ing  the  extravagant  and  untenable  position  that 
I  Congress  can  prohibit  this  transfer,  how  do  you 
,  arrive  at  the  conclusion,  that  you  can  pass  this  act 
j  of  abolition  which  the  amendment  proijoses?  If 
you  can  prohibit  the  removal  of  an  article  of  prop- 
:  erty,  from  State  to  State,  does  it  follow  that  you 
I  can  extinguish  the  right  of  the  owner  ?  Here  are 
j  two  powers  grown  out  of  that  to  regulate  commerce. 
I  And,  preserve  your  gravity  while  I  repeat,  one  of 
j  them  is  to  prohibit  a  transfer  of  slaves  from  State 
;  to  State,  and  the  other  to  abolish  slavery  in  Mi&- 
I  souri,  as  a  condition  of  her  admission  into  the 
j  Union. 

I      Not  satisfied  with  these  sources  of  the  power 
I  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  resorts  to  the  9th  section, 
J  1st  article,  which  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
j  (Mr.   Taylor)  denominates    ''troublesome."    It 
j  IS  indeed  troublesome  to  the  advocates  of  restric- 
I  tion,  so  troublesome  that,  I  trust,  they  might  much 
I  better  have  let  it  alone.     This  clause  of  the  Con- 
;  stitution,  reads  thus:  "  The  migration  or  importa- 
'  tion  of  such  persons,  as  any  of  the  Stales  now 
'  existing  shall  think  prop<r  to  admit,  shall  not  be 
•  prohibited  by  Congress,  j)rior  to  the  y*-ar  1608, 
'  but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imjKJsed  on  such  im- 
'  portation,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars."     The  ad- 
vocates of  this  power  assume,  that  "  migration" 
means  a  tran.sfer  from  State  to  State,  and  "  per- 
sons" means  slaves,  and  that  a  temporary  prohibi- 
tion on  the  existing  States  implies  an  immediate 
grant  as  to  the  residue,  and  a  subsequent  grant  as 
to  these;  and,  thus  having  taken  for  granted  every 
thmg  that  is  disputed,  they  proceed  to  prove  their 
point,  and  even  with  these  assumptions  they  to- 
tally lail.     Admit  their  premises,  and  how  do  they 
arrive  at  their  conclusion  ?     Surely,  it  can  mean 
nothing  more  than  that  Congre>s  may  prohibit  the 
transfer  of  .slaves  tq  or  from  MisMjuri.     AVhat  has 
this  to  do  with  a  proposition  to  prohibit  the  exist- 
I  ence  of  >lav(  ry  in  a  Stale  ?     Give  the  gentlemen 
I  all  they  ask,  and  it  is  not  enough  for  their  purpose. 
Give  them  the  length  of  their  tether,  and  it  is  too 
short.     Their  own  reasoning,  with  all  these  ad- 
missions in  their  favor,  will  not  rrach   iheir  case. 
They  must  go  further— inlroduce  that  very  conve^ 
nient  succedaneum,  the  power  to  make  all  laws 
necessary  and  proper  to  carry  this  jHiwer  into  exe- 
cution, and,  as  it  might  b.-  impossible  to  prohibit 
these  transfers,  without  abolishing  slavery,  this 
may  be  the  necessary  means  to  effect  the  end. '  But 
I  trust  gentlemen  would  hesitate,  before  they  would 
proceed  thus  far.     The  argument  might  operate  as 
a  two-edged   sword.     If  the  word    persons   may 
mean  slaves,  it  may  m,an  free  persons;  and   if 
-migrate'    authorizes  the  prohibition  of  transfer 
from  State  to  State,  Congress  might  be  induced 
to  exercise  this  power.     And,  as  abolishing  slavery 
might  be  the  nec.^sary  means  to  accomplish  one 
parpose,  so  the  abolition  of  liberty  might  be  quite 
as  necessary  to  accomplish  the  other.     I  trust,  the 
advocates  of  restriction,  with   all   their   human- 
ity, would  .scarcely  relish  such  a  result,  although 
near  iheir  measures  havea'strong  tendency  to  pro- 
duce It.  ^  /      I 

But,  sir,  if  you  have  this  power  at  all,  or  to  any 
extent,  it  is  a  legislative  power.     You  can  exercise 
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it  by  the  ordioary  procefs  of  legislation.  Why 
proceed  in  this  indiscreet,  suspicious  manner,  as 
though  you  were  doubtful  of  your  own  powers,  and 
take  this  method  to  extort  from  Missouri  her  con- 
sent ?  Bring  in  your  bill  in  the  ordinary  way, 
and  legislate  if  you  can;  and,  if  not,  give  it  up. 
Abandon  this  hesitating,  doubting,  equivocal,  poli- 
cy. And  pray,  sir,  why,  even  in  ordinary  legisla- 
tion, select  Missouri  for  your  object  ?  If  you  can 
by  this  clause  of  the  Constitution  shut  up  slaves 
in  the  States,  let  your  legislation  be  general,  and 
exercise  it  upon  all  the  slaveholding  States.  Why 
make  Missouri  the  scape-goat  ?  Bring  in  your 
bill,  and  we  will  inquire,  first,  whether  you  have 
the  power  ;  and,  second,  if  it  be  expedient.  And, 
in  order  to  try  the  extent  and  strength  of  this 
clause,  insert  a  section  to  prohibit  the  transfer  of 
free  persons  from  one  State  to  another.  Some 
might  deem  it  expedient  to  compel  people  to  stay 
at  home  and  attend  to  their  concerns.  We  shall 
then  have  the  whole  subject  properly  before  us. 

There  seemed  to  be  some  doubt  as  to  the  mean- 
ing of  this  ninth  section  of  the  fir^t  article  of  the 
Constitution.  I  believe  I  entertained  an  opinion 
last  ses.siou,  which  I  then  expressed,  that  migra- 
tion and  importation  related  wholly  to  slaves  ;  the 
former  to  bringing  by  land,  and  the  latter  by 
water.  I  was  led  to  this  by  the  circumstance  that 
the  taxation  was  confined  to  importation — pre- 
suming that  the  difficulty  of  taxation,  in  case  of 
bringing  by  land,  was  the  reason  why  "migration" 
was  dropped  in  the  latter  part  of  the  clause.  Al- 
though this  construction  is  better  than  theirs,  I 
am  satisfied  it  is  not  the  best.  The  error  consists 
in  using  the  words  very  differently  from  their 
common  and  ordinary  import.  Take  the  sentence 
as  it  is,  and  it  is  plain  enough — "  the  migration  or 
importation  ol  such  persons  as  the  existing  States 
bhall  see  cause  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited," 
dfcc.  "Per:.onb"  uuMns  slaves,  when  applied  to 
importation,  and  free  i)"rsons,  wh«'n  applied  to  mi- 
gration. The  former  implies  constraint,  and  ex- 
cludes volition  ;  the  latter  implies  volition,  and 
excludes  constraint.  luijjortation  is  bringing  either 
by  land  or  water;  migration  is  a  voluntary  going 
from  one  jurisdiction  or  sovereignty  to  another. 
The  Convention  were  then  speaking  of  persons 
coming  from  abroad  :  importing  of  slaves  could 
not  be  prohibited  entirely  ;  a  tax  was  the  only  re- 
straint that  could  be  obtained  before  1808.  But 
the  policy  of  the  United  States  would  not  allow  a' 
tax  on  migration,  or  voluntary  coming.  Such  a 
tax  on  Toreigners  might  be  urged,  from  motives  of 
popularity,  against  the  general  policy  of  the  nation. 
A  right  to  prohibit  this  introduction  of  foreigners 
would  not  be  exercised  except  when,  upon  necessa- 
ry or  extraordinary  occasions,  the  safety  of  the 
nation  might  require  it.  It  was  proper,  then,  that 
Congress  sliould  have  power  to  prohibit,  but  not  to 
tax,  strangers  emigrating  from  abroad.  When 
this  clause  was  reported  by  a  committee  of  the 
Convention,  the  taxation  extended  to  migration  as 
well  as  importation.  Had  the  Convention  under- 
stood that  this  word  related  only  to  a  transfer  from 
one  Slate  to  another,  would  the  committee  have 
reported  this  provision,  in  direct  contradiction  to 


another  clause  of  the  same  section  ?  While  the 
clause  was  under  debate  in  the  Convention,  a  mem- 
ber proposed  to  insert  the  word  "  free,"  before 
"persons."  Had  this  been  the  meaning  of  the 
word,  no  one,  unless  he  was  delirious  or  in  sport, 
would  have  proposed  an  amendment  which  would 
have  operated  to  authorize  Congre^  to  prohibit 
a  transfer  of  none  but  free  persons  from  one  State 
to  another. 

Sir.  I  trust  enough  has  been  said  to  prove  that 
this  clause  gives  no  authority  to  prohibit  a  trans- 
fer of  slaves  from  one  State  to  another  ;  and,  if  it 
did,  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  question.     Sir, 
it  is  a  new  doctrine,  and,  allow  me  to  add,  it  is  an 
alarming  doctrine.    Let  me  ask  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  a  question,  and  I|  will  do  it  with 
that  confidence  which  friendship  I  inspires  :  With 
the  suggestion  that  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence is  an  act  of  general  emanciffetion,  and  with 
this  doctrine,  that  Congress  may  confine  the  slaves 
within  the  limits  of  the  respective  States,  let  the 
four  hundred  thousand  slaves  of  Virginia  be  trans- 
ferred to  New  York,  and  what  would  be  his  feel- 
ings ?     (Here  Mr.  Taylor  rose,  and  disclaimed 
having  advanced  that  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence had  any  effect  to  emancipate  the  slaves.] 
Sir,  I  have  not  said  that  that  gentleman  did  ad- 
vance such  a  doctrine.     I  stated  that   such   an 
opinion  had  been  advanced,  and  from  high  author- 
ity.    And  I  again  appeal  to  the  candor  of  that 
gentleman,  and  ask  him,  whether  he  should  feel 
entirely  easy,  if  the  slaves  of  Virginia  were  shut 
up  ill  New  York,  under  this  power  which  he  advo- 
cates, and  it  had  come  to  their  ears,  from  any  re- 
spectable source,  that  they  were  all  free  ?     Would 
he  not  be  inclined  to  doubt  the  constitutionality  or 
jiolicy  of  such  a  law  ?     Confine  the  slaves  in  the 
old  slaveholding  States,  where  they  are  most  nu- 
merous ;  the  constant  emigration  of  the  whites 
will  soon   bring  them  to  an  equality   with  their 
slaves.   Emigration  will  increase  with  the  danger ; 
and  murder  and  massacre  will  succeed.     And  yet, 
we  <:an  look  on  and  see  this  storm  gathering  ;  hear 
its  thunders,  and  witness  its  lightnings  with  great 
composure,  with  wonderful  philosophy  !     We  are 
aware,  gentlemen,  that  we  are  diffusing  sentiments 
which  endanger  your  safety,  happiness,  and  lives  ; 
nay,  more,  the  safety,  happiness,  and  lives,  of  those 
whom  you  value  more  than  your  own.     But  it  is 
a  Constitutional  question,     keep  cool.     We  are 
conscious  that  we  are  inculcating  doctrines 'that 
will  result  in  spilling  the  best  of  your  blood  ;  but, 
as  this  blood  will  be  spilt  in  the  cause  of  humanity, 
keep  cool.     We  have  no  doubt  that  the  promulga- 
tion of  these  principles  will  be  the  means  of  cutting 
your  throats ;  but,  as  it  will  be  done  in  the  most 
unexceptionable  manner  possible,  by  your  slaves, 
who  will  no  doubt  perform  the  task  in  great  style 
and  dexterity,  and  with  much  delicacy,  and  hu- 
manity, too,  therefore,  keep  cool.     Sir,  speak  to 
the  wind,  command  the  waves,  expostulate  with 
the  tempest,  rebuke  the  thunder,  but  never  ask  an 
honorable  man,  thus  circumstanced,  to  suppress 
his  feelings.   But,  sir,  I  beg  pardon  for  this  digres- 
sion :  it  is  a.side  from  my  purpose.     My  object  is 
not  declamation,  but  reason. 
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I  trust  I  have  succeeded  in  proviner  that  Con-  |  the  powers  and  privileges  reserved.     The  conclu- 

gress  cannot  restnct  a  State  which  was  party  to  sion  is  as  necessary  in  the  one  case  as  the  other, 

the  compact,  in  the  exercise  of  a  political  power  Both  of  the^e  provisions  must  extend  to  them,  or 

not  surrendered  by  the  Constitution ;  that  the  po-  neither.     If  neither,  the  States  are  unequal,  and 

litical  power  of  a  State  which  was  party  to  the  the  b&lance  is  destroyed.     If  both,  then  all  powers 

compact,  to  establish  or  prohibit  slavery,  us  not  not   purrendered    by   the  old   States  are  re.s<Tved 

surrendered   by   the   Constitution  ;    and   therefore  equally  to  the  new,  and  consequently  a  new  State, 

cannot  restrict  an  original  State  in  the  exercise  of  on  being  admitted  to  the  Union,  succeeds  to  all 

this  power.  the  duties  and  disabilities,  and  ail  the  powers  and 

It  now  becomes  necessary  to  show  that  a  new  privilege.s,  of  the  original  parties.    But  an  original 

State,  on  admission  into  the  Union,  .succeeds  to  State,  having  all  political  powers  not  surrendered 


all  the  disabilities  and  duties,  and  alt  the  rights 
and  powers  of  one  which  was  party  to  the  com- 
pact. A  principal  object  of  the  Constitution  was, 
"to  form  a  more  perfect  union."'  The  parties 
made  an  equal  surrender  of  sovereignty,  and  re- 
tained equal  powers  in  the  Federal  Government. 
The  sovereignty  ceded   is  equally  operative  upon 


by  the  Constitution,  and  the  power  to  establish  or 
prohibit  slaver)'  never  having  been  surrendered, 
and  new  States,  on  their  admission,  standing  on 
the  .same  footing,  it  follows,  consequently  and  ir- 
resistibly, that  a  new  State,  on  admission,  has  the 
politicaf  power  to  establish  or  prohibit  slavery. 
Missouri,  on  being  admitted  into  the  Union,  could 


every  State.    The  powers  exerci.sed  by  the  several    sav  to  Congres.s,  this  power  was  never  delegated 
States,  in  Congress,  are  erjual— in  the  Senate,  m    to  you,  nor  prohibited  to  me;  I  am  therefore  nro- 


numbers  ;  in  the  House,  in  strength.  ••  New  States 
may  be  admitted,"  and  no  difference  is  authorized. 
The  authority  is  to  admit  or  not,  but  not  to  pre- 
scribe conditions.  What  would  be  a  fair  construc- 
tion of  this  power  ?  Surely  not  that  Congress 
might  hold  a  Territory  in  a  colonial  condition  as 
long  as  they  chose,  nor  that  they  might  admit  a 
new  State  with  less  political  rights  than  the  others; 

but  that  the  admission  should   be  as  soon  as  the      „ 

people  needed  and  were  capable  of  supporting  a    Lefore  the  Revolution 
State  Government ,  and  that  it  should  vest  such    alter  or  extinguish  it 


tected  by  the  Constitution  in  its  exercise. 

We  may  now  proceed  to  ask  the  only  question 
which  remains  to  be  settled  on  this  part  of  the 
subject.  Bur,  before  we  do  this,  let  us  retrace  our 
steps,  and  see  ifthere  is  any  defrct  in  the  chain  of 
our  argument.  To  regulate  the  relation  between 
the  different  members  of  a  community,  or  to  estab- 
lish or  prohibit  slavery,  is  an  attribute  of  sovereign 
power.     This  wa>  exercised  in  all   the  colonies 

The  Revolution  did  not 
It  therefore  existed  in  the 


States  after  the  Revolution.  The  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  did  not  of  it.self  take  it  from  the 
States,  but  confirmed,  or  at  least  recognised  it.    It 


State  with  the  same  political  powers  as  the  others. 

Several  parties  are  united  by  compact,  on  perfectly 

equal  terms.    The  articles  authorize  the  admission 

of  others  generally.     These  are  handed  to  their    consequently  remained  in  the  States  after  the  adop- 

attorney,  and  application  is  made  by  a  new  part-    tion  of  the  Constitution.      Congress  cannot   re- 

ner  for  admission.     What  is  a  fair  construction  of 

his  power  ?     Most  unquestionably  that,  if  he  is 

admitted  as  all,  it  must  be  on  equal  terms. 

I  ask  gentlemen  to  turn  with  me  to  the  tenth 
section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution,  and 
an.swer  me  a  question.  This  section  contains  the 
prohibitions  upon  the  States.  Are  these  prohibi- 
tions confined  to  those  States  which  were  parties 
to  the  compact,  or  do  they  extend  equally  to  those 
which  have  been  since  admitted  ?    The  question 


igress 
strict  a  State,  which  was  a  party  to  the  compact, 
in  the  exercise  of  a  political  power  not  surrendered 
by  the  Constitution.  The  political  power  to  es- 
tablish or  prohibit  slavery,  was  not  surrendered  by 
such  States  by  the  Constitution ;  therefore  Con- 
gress cannot  restrict  an  original  State  in  the  exer- 
cise of  this  power.  New  States,  on  admission 
into  the  Unton,  .succeed  to  all  the  duties  and  disa- 
bilities, and  all  the  rights  and  powers  of  the  origi- 
nal States.    The  original  States  having  the  power 


may  ^pear  odd,  but  the  discussion  will  show  its  to  establi..h  or  prohibit  slavery,  it  consequentlVand 
importance  ^  ou  will  agree  with  me  that  it  ad-  inevitably  follows,  that  every  new  State,  on  com- 
mits ot  no  doubt.  It  would  be  singular,  indeed,  if  in-  into  the  Union,  retains  this  political  power. 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  or  the  other  new  States,  Ve  are  now  ready  to  ask,  and  I  trust  to  answer, 
should  have  the  right  to  declare  war,  make  treaties,  the  question-Can  Congress  exact  of  a  new  Stale 
com  money,  or  do  any  other  acts  of  sovereignty  the  surrender  of  a  political  power,  enjoyed  by  other 
which  are  prohibited  to  the  old  States;  such  a  States,  as  a  price  of  her  admission  into  the  Union? 
construction  ^vwld  be  dangerous  absurd,  and  de-  Or,  in  other  words,  can  Congress  sell  a  license  to 
structive  of  the  uniformity  and  safety  of  the  whole  ,  admit  a  State  into  the  Union,  and  take  their  pay 
T  T\^.  IT  '''r  p"'"'^"^^?  '«  ?«  with  me  to  in  political  power?  And  is  not  the  question  af- 
the  tenth  article  of  the  amendments,  which  pro- 1  ready  answered  ?  You  may  load  Missouri  with 
VJI^.')  V  I  P9^^r^no«.  delegated  to  the  Uni- :  as  many  conditions  as  you  will,  and  on  her  admis- 
ed  States  by  the  Constitution  nor  prohibited  by  sion  she  can  throw  them  off  She  may  alter  her 
IJ!^  V  *^^''  ^'^  rese^^,t'^  'o  «he  States,  re-  Constitution  the  next  day  after  her  admission 
snectively,  or  to  the  people,"  and  answer  me,  if  I  abolish  your  restriction,and  intrench  herself  within 
this  reservation  of  powers  extends   to  the  new    the  tenth  article  of  the  amendments,  and  you  can- 


States  on  their  admission,  as  well  as  to  the  ori- 
ginal  States?     If  new  States,  on    their  admis- 


not  assail  her.     She  will  tell  you  that  she  has  the 

..  ,      .     .        •  .     .  'ififht  of  an  original  State,  and  this  rif^ht  was  never 

sion,  are  subject  to  the  duties  and  disabilities  im-    .surrendered.    You  answer,  "  the  compLrt^'     sS 

replies,  "  where  is  your  authority  to  make  such  a 


'       ,    — J —    -  — ~.-..^--  -..^  v...'..L/>..t.v..-  im- 
posed, they  must  consequently  be  entitled   to  all 
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compact  ?  Show  me  your  power.  You  have  as- 
sumed an  authority  not  given  in  the  Constitution: 
it  is  a  usurpation,  and  I  am  not  bound  by  it." 

I  have  heard  many  rea.sons  attempted  for  the 
right  to  impose  this  restriction  on  Missouri.  It 
has  l>een  urged  that  a  person,  being  the  owner  of 
property  may  devise  it,  reserving  a  legacy,  to  ano- 
ther, or  grant  it,  reserving  an  easement  to  himself; 
and  that  consequently  Congress,  having  a  discretion 
in  admitting  new  States,  may  admit  them  with 
such  reservation*  and  conditions  as  they  shall  see 
fit  to  prescribe.  It  has  been  very  gravely  observed, 
thatnoonecan  makea reservation  inconsistentwith 
a  gTjaint.  I  shall  not  trouble  the  Committee  with 
the  inquiry  into  the  nature  of  grants  and  reserva- 
tions, inasmuch  as  the  cases  bear  not  the  smallest 
analogy  to  this.  A  man  may  do  as  he  will  with 
his  own,  but  it  fortunately  happens  that  Congress 
are  not  the  owners  in  fee  of  the  sovereignty  of  the 
territories  of  the  United  States.  They  can  dispose 
of  the  property,  and  they  can  exercise  a  jurisdic- 
tion, consistent  with  freedom,  over  the  inhabitants  ; 
and,  when  it  becomes  expedient,  authorize  new 
States,  and  admit  them  into  the  Union.  But  they 
can  exercise  no  jurisdiction  over  the  State  so  ad- 
mitted, not  granted  in  the  Constitution. 

The  sovereignty  in  the  States  is  concurrent; 
that  of  the  United  States  and  of  a  State  operates, 
at  the  sa  me  time,  upon  different  actions  of  the  .same 
individuals,  and  often  alternately  upon  the  same 
actions.  That  whif*h  relates  to  the  exterior  con- 
cerns of  the  nation  and  the  conflicting  rights  of 
the  States,  is  subject  to  the  control  of  the  General 
Government ;  that  of  local  concern,  and  much  the 
greatest  portion,  belongs  to  the  States.  The.se  ju- 
risdictions often  interfere,  and  sometimes  clash. 
To  define  these  with  accuracy,  is  the  most  diffi- 
cult, and  at  the  same  time  the  most  important  duty 
of  the  American  jwlitician.  The  people  intended 
that  Congress  should  be  contented  with  the  powers 
granted  in  the  Constitution,  and  that  they  should 
nave  no  means  of  future  acquisitions.  When  a 
State  came  into  the  Union,  it  was  expected  that 
it  should  not  bring  an  exclusive  acquisition  of  power 
to  the  Federal  Government ;  but,  retaining  its  j 
equal  proportion  of  State  sovereignty,  should  pre-  i 
serve  the  balance  originally  established.  A  very 
able  advocate  of  the  Federal  Constitution  appre-  I 
hended  that  there  wo/ild  be  more  danger  from  fac- 
tion in  the  members  than  from  power  in  the  Fed- 
eral head.  Others  predicted  that  power  would  be 
always  accumulating  in  the  National  Govern- 
ment ;  that  the  centrifugal  would  be  overcome  by 
the  centripetal  force,  and  the  surrounding  orbs 
would  rush  to  the  centre.  On  which  side  has  ex- 
perience found  the  danger  ? 

Butj  sir,  the  10th  article  of  the  amejidments  has 
as  positively  reserved  to  the  States  the  power  to 
establish  or  prohibit  slavery,  as  if  it  had  been  ex- 
pressed in  the  very  words.  It  is  as  effectually  re- 
served as  any  specific  political  power.  If,  then, 
Congress  have  a  right  to  demand  a  relinquishment 
of  this,  they  may  equally  demand  that  of  any  other. 
Maine  applies  for  admission  into  the  Union.  You 
^nt  her  request,  on  condition  that  she  will  relin- 
quish a  right  to  one  Senator.     She  remonstrates 


that  this  is  a  political  power  to  which  each  Stale 
is  entitled  by  the  Constitution.  You  answer,  so 
was  that  of  Missouri.  She  complains  that  she  has 
not  equal  powers  with  the  other  States :  the  answer 
i.s,  nor  has  Missouri.  Let  me  not  be  told  that  this 
is  not  a  reservation,  but  an  abolition  of  power. 
Every  diminution  of  power  in  a  State  is  relatively 
an  acquisition  to  the  United  States.  Moreover, 
if  you  prohibit  a  State,  you  must  enforce  the  jwo- 
hibition  by  legislation,  judgment,  aftd  execution. 
But,  before  we  glance  at  the  consequences  to  which 
such  powers  of  imposing  conditions  may  lead,  let 
us  step  forward  and  clear  our  way  of  the  host  of 
precedents  which  are  interposed  to  obstruct  our 
passage. 

When  an  exposition  of  the  Constitution  is  cotein- 
poraneous  with  its  origin,  has  been  made  upon  a 
controversy  of  able  and  interested  adversaries,  and 
the  decision  is  th»-  result  of  much  wisdom  and  de- 
liberation, it  is  entitled  to  great  respect.  But,  as 
all  reasoning  from  analogy  is  suspicious,  as  every 
like  is  not  the  same,  and  resemblances  are  often 
apparent  but  not  real,  it  becomes  us  to  take  care 
that  we  do  not  make  the  Constitution  bend  to  ex- 
positions of  doubtful  analogy,  or  those  which  result 
troni  jndifference,  policy,  or  ignorance. 

Sijme  of  the  memorials  on  your  table  have  placed 
much  reliance  on  the  reservations  and  conditions 
contained  in  the  act  authorizing  Louisiana  to  form 
a  constitution  and  State  government,  preparatory 
to  her  admission  into  the  Union.  The  one,  trifling 
as  it  is,  which  appears  to  interfere  the  most  with 
ordinary  State  legislation,  is  that  which  requires 
that  her  records  snail  be  kept  in  the  language  of 
those  of  the  L^nited  States.  It  will,  however,  be 
observed,  that  this  was  not  imposed  as  a  condition, 
and  was  to  l>e  provided  for  after  her  admission. 
In  Louisiana,  a  foreign  language  was  spoken  by  a 
majority  of  the  inhabitants,  which  was  the  case  in 
no  other  State.  By  the  1st  section  of  the  4th  ar- 
ticle of  the  ConstitutioHj  Congress  have  power  to 
prescribe  the  manner  in  which  the  records  of  the 
States  shall  be  proved,  and  the  effect  of  such  proof. 
They  might,  as  a  manner  and  effect  of  this  proof, 
require  that  they  should  be  made  in  the  ordinary 
language.  But,  whatever  may  be  their  power  .in 
this  particular,  this  requisition  on  Louisiana  was 
not  a  condition  ;  it  was  agreed  to,  and,  instead  of 
being  a  restriction  prescribed,  was  a  rule  proposed, 
and  became  binding  by  con.sent. 

Another  class  of  restrictions,  as  they  are  denom- 
inated, upon  the  same  State,  is  the  provision  in 
favor  of  certain  personal  rights,  such  as  that  of 
habeas  corpus,  trial  by  jury,  and  freedom  of  reli- 
gious opinions.  These  were  all  within  the  power 
and  duty  of  Congress.  All  these  rights  are  reserved 
by  the  Constitution  to  the  people  of  the  United 
Slates.  The  third  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Cession 
secures  to  the  people  of  the  Territory  all  the  rights, 
advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  These  by  the  Constitution,  being  ours, 
by  the  treaty  they  became  theirs.  The  people  of 
Louisiana  were  a  party  to  this  compact ;  at  least, 
they  became  .so  on  their  application  for  admi.ssion. 
Th'ey  not  only  assented  to,  but  exacted  these  terms, 
and,  instead  of  a  condition  prescribed  to  them,  it 
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was  a  condition  fulfilled  by  us.     VVe  will,  there- 
fore, lay  these  out  the  way. 

The  reservations  which  protect  the  profMTty  be- 
longing to  the  United  States,  with  its  appurtenau- 
,  ces  and  attributes^  have  been  seized  on  to  justify 
an  assumption  of  sovereign  power.  That  these 
cases  should  have  been  relied  on,  to  authorize  this 
restriction,  is  of  all  things  most  extraordinary,  and 
proves  the  extreme  necessity  to  which  gentlemen 
are  reduced  in  their  search  after  power. 

Should  a  sovereign  cede  a  jurisdiction,  could  he 
not,  by  the  terms  of  the  compact,  save  his  domain 
or  property  from  prejudice?  When  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution  authorized  Congress  to  erect 
new  States,  or  subordinate  governments  in  the 
territories,  was  it  to  be  supposed  that  they  could 
not  preserve  the  rights  of  property,  as  before  ? 
They  were  aware  that  a  State  might  be  fonned 
within  the  territory  of  another;  that  tlie  property 
of  the  old  State  might  fall  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  new;  and  that  many  new  jurisdictions 
would  be  Jormed  from  the  territory  of  the  United 
States^  Would  it  not  have  been  fair  to  presume 
that,  m  creating  or  consenting  to  these,  a  right  to 
preserve  property  from  pr(judice  was  intended  in 
this  power  to  cede  jurisdiction  ? 

But  the  wise  and  nrovident  framtrs  of  that  in- 
strument  were  unwilling  to  leave  rights  of  such  i 
irnportancc  to  inference.    They  made  express  pro-  ' 
vision  on  the  subject,  which,  much  to  my  surprise 
has  been  overlooked  in  any  discusMon  which  ha^ 
come  to  my  knowledge.     I  a-sk   the  attention  of 
the  Committee  while  I  prove,  to  their  entire  satis-  ' 
faction   that  the  power  over  property  is  expressly  ' 
reserved  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States   ! 
It  IS  contained  in  the  third  section  of  the  fourth  I 
article      The  first  clause  provides  for  the  admis-  ' 
sion  of  new  States;  the  second,  for  the  govern-  \ 
ment  of  territories;  and,  lest  these  grants  of  ju-  ! 
nsdiction  should  aflect  property,  a  proviso  was  in- 
serted, that  "nothing  in  this  Constitution  shall  be  ' 
so   construed  as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the 
United  btates  or  any  particular  State.'  The  word 
claims  was  the  best  that  could  be  selected-  rights 
might  extend  to  sovereignty,  and  title  might  b«- 
limited  to  lands,  without  including  easements  or 
privileges.     The  claims  of  several  States  had  just 
l>pen  ceded  to   the  United  States.     These  it  was 
the  object  of  the  Convention  to  secure  from  >'  pre- 
ludice,    that  in  a  cession  of  jurisdiction  they  should 
be  preserved  with  the  same  attributes  as  before 
But  to  establish  the  position  beyond  the  power  of 
doubt,  I  ask  gentlemen  to  attend  to  the  history  of 
the  origin  and  progress  of  this  clause' in  the  Con- 
vention. 

On  the  :»th  August,  1787,  when  the  section 
was  under  discussion,  an  amendment  was  propos- 
ed, m   these  words,  "  provided  nevertheless,  that 

nothing  in  this  Constitution  shall  be  construed 
^  to  affect  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  va- 
^  cant  lands  ceded   to  them   by  the  late  treaty  of 

peace.  They  had  perceived  the  mischief,  but, 
a-s  they  limited  the  remedy  to  those  vacant  lands 
only  ceded  "by  the  late  treaty  of  peace,"  no  pro- 
Tision  w^  made  to  secure  a  State;  the  remedy 
was    inadequate,    and    this    motion    was    with- 
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I  drawn  to  make  room  for  the  following:  "Nothing 
I '  in  this  Constitution  shall  be  construed  to  alter 
'  the  claims  of  the  United  States  or  of  the  mdivid- 
'  ual  States,  to  tlie  Western  territory."'  This  em- 
braced the  States  as  well  as  the  United  States, 
but  it  was  defective  in  restricting  the  provision  to 
the  lands  in  the  Western  territory,  and  was  with- 
drawn for  this  nroviso,  which  was  inserted,  and 
finally  adopted  by  ten   States  against  one.     You 


will  now  perceive  that  this  express  jMiwer  was  in- 
tended to  embrace  the  very  cases  which  have  been 
cited  as  precedent.-^  Before  the  admission  of  Loui- 
:  siana,  the  lands  of  the  United  Slates  there  were 
secured  from  "prejudice"  by  being  exempt  from 
taxation  five  years  after  the  sale,  and  non-residents 
were  to  be  Uixed  no  more  than  residents.  To  alter 
these  provisions  would  prevent  the  sales,  diminish 
the  value,  and  therefore  'prejudice"  the  "claims."' 
I  trust,  iir,  we  have  efieclually  disposed  of  this 
I  class  of  precedent^. 

The  same  reasons,  and  more,  apply  to  the  reser- 
:  J'ation  that  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  shall 
be  free  to  all.  Congress  had  no  power  to  grant  an 
;  exclusive  right  in  this  river.  By  the  eighth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  1783,  its  free  use,  from  its  source 
to  Its  mouth,  was  reserved  to  the  subjects  and 
citizens  of  the  contracting  parties.  And  although 
since  the  convention  of  1815,  which  excludes 
Cireat  Britain  from  all  the  shores  of  the  river,  the 
right  of  her  subjects  may  be  extinct,  still  they 
were,  at  the  time  of  this  reservation,  entitled  to  its 
use.  But,  were  this  use  reserved  exclusively  to 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  Congress  could 
never  divert  it.  Is  it  supposable  that  they  could 
alien  this  river  in  fee,   lease  it  on  long  leases,  or 

ff "  'I  o    *  '""  •     ^"^  '""^  "^^  »  <^'"^«^^n  uf  the 
United  States  remains,  wht»  wishes  to  u.s€  it,  they 

might  as  well  exclude  him  from  the  Gulf  tf  Mex- 
ico. But,  reason  which  way  vou  will,Congresscould 
not  cede  It,  and  therefore  the  Constitution  gives 
them  a  right  to  reserve  it.  They  could  notrand 
they  were  therefor  obliged  to  retain  it.  And  a^ntle- 
rneu  may  take  which  horn  of  the  dilemma  they 
I  please.  ' 

i      Having  removed  the  obstructions  in  this  quar- 
.  tcr,  I  now  ask  the  Committee  to  ascend  the  Mis- 
I  sissippi,  enter  the  Ohio,   cross  over  to   the  north- 
west, and  there  examine,  with  me,  this  mighty 
obstacle,  the  ordinance  of  the  1.3th  July,  17S7,and 
see  U  that  IS  not  as  easUy  demolished.     It  is  "an 
ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  territory  of 
he  United  States  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river." 
It  IS  in   my  view  not  so  •ffensive  as  some  have 
described  it.     Before  we  pronounce  it  an  usurpa- 
tion, a  violation  of  compact,  let  us  examine  and 
endeavor  to  understand  it.     Its  principal  object  is 
to  establish   a  government  for  the  territory.     It 
cedes  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  powers 
provides  for  their  origin,  and  prescribes  their  od-' 
eration.     It   then  establishes  and  defines  certain 
rights  as  secured  to  the  respective  parties  of  the 
compact,  and  includes  them  in  six  distinct  and 
separate  articles.     In  reading  these,  the  most  su- 
perficial observer  wil   perceive  that  their  object  is 
wo-lold-one  to  estabfish  certain  rights  between 
the  Lnitcd  States  and  the  people  of  tlie  territory 
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and  the  other  to  prescribe  the  terms  on  which  the 
new  States,  to  be  formed  out  of  this  territory,  are 
to  become  members  of  the  Union.  These  two 
objects  are  clearly  designated  in  the  preamble  to 
the  articles.  One  is  "to  fix  and  establish  the  prin- 
'  ciples  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  as  the  basis  of 
'  all  laws,  constitutions,  and  governments  which  for 
'  ever  hereafter  shall  be  formed  in  said  territory." 
The  other  is  "to  provide  also  for  the  establishment 
'  of  States  and  permanent  government  therein, 
'  and  for  their  admission  to  a  share  in  the  Federal 
'  Councils,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
*  States."  It  then  declares  these  to  be  "articles  of 
compact^" — between  whom?  Two  descriptions  of 
parties — the  United  States  and  "the  people'"  of 
the  territory  of  the  United  States,  and  the  "  States' 
to  be  formed  therein.  The  phraseology  of  these 
articles  kee|)s  up  tlys  distinction,  and  the  provi- 
.sions  are  jx-culiarly  adapted  to  these  different  ob- 
jects. The  first,  second,  and  third  articles  relate 
exclusively  to  the  territory.  Freedom  of  religious 
worship,  habeas  corpus,  trial  by  jury,  and  judicial 
proceedings  according  to  the  common  law,  reason- 
able bail,  moderate  fines  and  punishments,  security 
of  property,  encouragement  of  education,  and  an 
equal  representation  in  the  legislature,  are  secured 
to  the  people  of  the  "territory."  These  provisions, 
all  of  which  a  State  would  have  a  right  to  vary, 
and  many  of  which,  particularly  the  last,  most  of 
the  States  have  varied,  were  never  intended  as 
articles  of  compact  to  extend  to  the  "  States,"  and 
were  therefore  properly  limited  to  the  "territory." 

The  fourth  article  mentions  the  territory  and  the 
States  which  may  be  formed  therein,  and  makes 
provisions  common  to  both.  It  stipulates,  in  sub- 
stance, that  the  soil  or  property  of  the  United 
States,  the  rights  of  non-resident  proprietors  of 
lands,  and  the  use  of  the  rivers,  shall  be  as  before  ; 
and  that  the  States  shall  be  subject  to  the  duties,  as 
they  are  to  be  entitled  to  the  privileges,  of  the  other 
members  of  the  Confederacy.  \ 

The  fifth  article  defines  tde  limits  of  these  new 
States ;  requires  their  constitutions  to  be  republi- 
can, and  "  in  conformity  to  the  principles  con- 
tained in  the  articles" — that  is,  in  conformity  to 
the  provisions  which  relate  to  them  as  States,  but 
not  to  those  for  the  government  of  them  as  a 
Territory. 

All  the  roervations  relating  to  them  as  Stales, 
therefore,  are  an  equality  of  duties  and  privileges; 
a  security  for  property  and  for  the  use  of  rivers ; 
and  the  guaranty  of  a  republican  form  (;f  govern- 
ment. AH  these  It  is  competent  and  usual  for 
Congress  to  require  under  the  Constitution. 

Now  comes  the  provision  contained  in  the  sixth 
article,  on  which  so  much  reliance  has  been  placed ; 
and  you  would  suppose  that  it  provided  that  there 
should  be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servi- 
tude in  the  said  Territory,  nor  in  either  of  the  new 
States  to  b«'  erected  therein.  But  it  says  no  such 
thing.  It  limits  the  provision  to  the  Territory. 
You  will  now  perceive  that  this  ordinance  was 
drawn  with  great  care ;  that  the  first,  second,  and 
third  articles,  relate  exclusively  to  the  Territory  ; 
the  fourth  article  makes  provisions  common  to 
both ;  the  fifth  relates  to  the  new  States ;  and  the  i 


I  sixth  is  a  fj'oviso,  inserted  exclusively  for  the  Ter- 
i  ritory.  ^v. 

Any  other  construction  would  impeach  the  in- 
tegrity of  Congress,  and  fix  upon  them  a  violation 
01  a  solemn  compact.  It  is  indeed  doubtful  whe- 
ther this  will  entirely  exculpate  them.  But,  if  the 
provision  admits  of  doubt,  it  is  proper  to  give  it 
that  construction  most  consistent  with  innocence 
and  good  faith. 

The  United  States  being  exceedingly  embar- 
rassed for  funds;  their  paper  having  become  worth- 
less ;  and  the  war  continuing, — Congress  by  a 
resolution  of  the  6th  September,  1780,  invited  the 
States  to  cede  their  claims  to  the  western  lands  to 
the  United  States  ;  and  to  encourage  those  which 
had  any  pretensions  of  title,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  induce  purchasers  from,  the  slaveholding  as  well 
as  the  other  States,  they,  by  another  resolution  of 
the  10th  October  of  the  same  year,  promised  that 
"  the  lands  should  be  disposed  of  lor  the  common 
'  benefit  of  the  United  States,  and  be  settled  and 
'  formed  into  distinct  republican  States,  which 
'  should  become  members  of  the  Federal  Union, 
'  and  have-the  same  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom, 
'  and  independence,  as  the  other  States." 

At  this  time,  several  States  claimed  title  to  the 
lands  northwest  of  the  Ohio.  Connecticut  had  a 
claim,  of  which  she  had  the  address  to  make  some- 
thing, and  has  converted  the  proceeds  to  a  very 
wise,  benevolent,  and  patriotic  purpose.  The  claim 
of  Mas.sachusetis  was  little  better  than  moonshine. 
That  of  New  York  was  worse ;  for,  if  I  mistake 
not,  sh>?  described  all  the  lands  to  which  she  had 
any  title  within  certain  boundaries,  and  released 
the  rest  to  the  United  States,  on  condition,  how- 
ever, that  Congress  would  guaranty  to  her  the 
lands  described.  The  claim  of  Virginia  was  the 
oldest,  largest,  and  best.  It  extended,  I  think,  on 
the  shore  two  hundred  miles  each  w^ay,  from  Old 
Point  Comfort,  and  then  acro.ss  the  Continent  to 
the  Pacific — the  southern  line  running  West,  and 
the  northern  northwest,  probably,  so  as  to  em- 
brace most  of  this  tract.  These  Slates  made  their 
cessions — Virginia  on  the  1st  March,  1784.  Con- 
gres.s,  on  the  23d  of  April  of  the  same  year,  and 
during  the  same  session,  passed  a  resolution  pro- 
viding for  a  temporary  government  of  the  Terri- 
tory ;  for  the  erection  of  new  States,  and  for  their 
admission  into  the  Union,  upon  no  other  condi- 
tions but  those  of  mutual  burdens  and  benefits; 
republican  constitutions  ;  and  a  preservation  of  the 

Property  of  the  United  States,  with  its  usual  attri- 
utes.  The  resolution  then  solemnly  engages  that 
"  the  preceding  articles  shall  be  formed  into  a 
'  charter  or  compact ;  shall  be  duly  executed  by 
'  the  President  ol  the  United  States — in  Congress 
'  assembled — under  his  hand  and  the  seal  ol  the 
'  United  Stales;  shall  be  promulgated;  and  shall 
'  stand,  as  fundamental  constitutions  between  the 
'  thirteen  original  States  and  each  of  the  several 
'  Slates  now  newly  districted,  unalterable,  from 
'  and  after  the  sale  of  any  part  of  the  territory  of 
'  such  State,  pursuant  to  this  resolve,  but  by  the 
'  joint  consent  of  the  United  States,  in  Congress 
'  assembled,  and  the  particular  State  within  which 
'  such  alteration  is  proposed  to  be  made." 
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The  object  of  the  solemnity  of  this  compact, 
admits  of  no  doubt.     It  was  a  lure  to  purchasers  ; 
and  they  were  in  hopes,  by  these  solemn  stipula- 
tions, to  induce  slaveholders,  and  others,  to  pur- 
chast-  the  lands.     The  moment  a  purchase  shoiild 
be  made,  this  compact  became  effectual  between 
the  United  States  and  the  purchasers,  and  was  in- 
dispensable, until  a  State  should  be  formed,  and 
give  its  consent,  in  its  sovereign  capacity,  to  an 
alteration.     No  prohibition  of  slavery  was  mserted 
that  the  slaveholder  might  be  equally  sure  of  his 
property  with  another  man.     Extend  the  6th  arti- 
cle of  the  ordinance  of  '87  to  the  States,  and  there 
is  no  apology  for  this  palpable  breach  of  compact 
and  violation  of  faith.     The  conditions  of  admis- 
sion are  defined  under  the  most  solemn  and  posi- 
tive pledge.     And  how  comes  it  to  pass,  that  the 
compact  IS  altered  in  regard  to  the  government  of 
the  Territory  ?     Policy,  sir,  suggested  the  resolu- 
tions of  1780  and  1784,  and  policy   dictated  the 
alteration  in  the  ordinance  of  1787.     In  the  reso- 
lutions of  1780  and   1784,  the  offer  to  purchasers 
was  general.     In  the  period  of  three  years  it  had 
been  discovered  that  the  soil  and  climate  of  the 
Northwestern  Territory  would  not  admit  of  a  pro- 
fitable cultivation  by  slaves.     The  people  from  the 
North  had  made  large  purchases,  and  were  ma- 
king rapid  progress  in  settlements.     The  people 
from  the  South  preferred  emigrating  with  their 
slaves  to  the  milder  climates  and  more  suitable 
soils  of  (what   are   now)    Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
Mississippi,  and    Alabama.     As  a   general    offer 
would  be  most  likely  to  facilitate  sales  in  '80  and 
'84,  so  an  offer,  with  the  restriction  against  sla- 
very, in  this  Territory,  would  produce  the  same 
effect  m  1787.     This  was  not  only  a  violation  of 
compact  with  purchasers,  but  with  Virginia.     I 
do  not  stand  the  advocate  or  flatterer  of  Virginia. 
In  these  respects,  as  well  as  every  other,  Virtrinia 
IS  very  capable  of  taking  care  of  herself.     It°does  I 
not  appear  that  she  assented  or  dissented  to  this  ' 
alteration.     She  might  acquiesce,  from  motives  of  ! 
rnagnanimity,  or  from  a  conviction  that  the  course  ' 
of  settlement  and  the  kind  of  population  would  ! 
produce  the  same  result  as  the  sixth  article  con-  , 
templated.     But,  it  was  never  doubted  by  the  peo-  i 
pie  there,  and  it  was  so  stated  by  a  gentleman  from 
Ohio  in  the  last  Congress,  that  they  were  perfectly  I 
free  to  authorize  or  inhibit  slavery  at  their  elec-  i 
tion.     But,  whatever  might  be  the  intent  or  effect  i 
of  an  ordinance,  passed  before  the  adoption  of  the  ' 
Constitution,  when  the   principles  of  a   Federal  ! 
Government  were  not  understood,  nor  the  neces-  I 
sity  of  a   balance  of  sovereignty  perceived,  it  is  ' 
most  manifest  that  this  ordinance  is  so  modified 
by  th,e  Constitution,  and  must  conform  to  its  prin- 
ciples.    And  the  6th  article,  providing  that  en- 
pgements  entered  into   before   its  adoption  shall 
be  as  valid  against  the  United  States  as  before,  was 
probably  worded  with  this  caution,  that  the  other 
party  to  the  compact  should  be  no  farther  obligated 
than  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

It  is  therefore,  most  clear,  that,  whether  wecon- 
tK  V  '  article  of  the  ordinance,  as  confined  to 
the  Territory,  a  violation  of  compact,  or  modified 


by  the  Constitution,  it  is  equally  ineffectual  as  a 
precedent,  and  cannot,  for  a  moment,  stand  in  our 
w^y. 

Having  disposed  vf  the  precedents  to  my  own 
satisfaction,  and,  as  I  hope,  to  the  .satisfaction  of 
the  Committee,  I  will  recur  for  a  moment  to  the 
proposition  that  the  political  power  of  a  State  can- 
not be  diminished  bv  Congres.s,  as  a  condition  of 
her  admis.sion  into  the  Union,  and  glance,  as  time 
will  permit,  at  some  of  the  con.sequences  of  a  con- 
trary doctrine. 

The  power  to  impose,  includes  a  power  to  en- 
force. How  is  this  condition  to  be  enforced  ?  Not 
bv  the  singular  process  of  expulsion  from  the 
Union.  You  must  legislate,  and  if  you  legislate, 
you  rau^t  adjudicate,  and  if  you  adjudicate,  you 
must  extcute.  The  judicial  power  of  the  United 
States  must  extend  to  all  cases  affecting  the  rights 
of  restraint  or  obligations  of  service,  to  all  con- 
tracts in  derogation  of  personal  rights,  and  all 
trespasses  wherein  the  right  of  coercion  is  ques- 
tioned. Your  new  State  of  Missouri  will  then  be 
subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  a  great  variety  of  cases,  in  which 
the  State  courts  of  other  States  have  exclusive 
cognizance. 

This  is  not  all.     You  may  reserve  other  politi- 
cal powers  if  you  can  reserve  this.     You  may  re- 
quire that  the  Governor  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
President,  that  he  .shall  appoint  the  officer?  of  the 
militia,  and   thus  bring  the  military  power  of  the 
State  under  the  absolute  control  of'the  President. 
You  may  demand  of  the  State  to  maintain  troops 
or  ships  of  war,  and  in  this  way  intimidate  the 
States  to  yield  to  the  usurpations  of  federal  power. 
j  You  may,  under  this  authority,  regulate  devises 
j  descents,  and  every  tenure  of  "property.     In  fine| 
I  you  may  make  a  constitution  entire,  and  impose 
j  it  on  a  State  as  the  condition  of  her  admission. 
j      And,  sir,  if  you  can  diminish,  why  not  increase 
,  the  political  power  of  a  new  State  ?     There  might 
be  a  plausible  pretext  for  this.     A  refractory  State 
in  the  neighborhood  to  awe,  an  enemy  to  repel  or 
a  Territory  to  conquer.     The  claims  for  past,  or 
the  prospect  of  future,  military  or  political  ser- 
vices, might  be  urged  as  reasons  for  exempting  a 
new  State  from   the  Constitutional  prohibitions 
and  warrant  you  in  giving  her  authority  to  coin 
money,  pass  tender  laws,  establish  imposts,  and 
keep  troops  and  ships  of  war  in  time  of  peace. 

Dimini>h  the  political  power  of  a  new  State 
and  you  accumulate  a  federal  control  over  it,  dan- 
gerous to  the  other  States.  Increase  it,  and  you 
put  in  jeopardy  the  Union.  Make  a  State  mean 
any  thing  else  than  one  of  exact  political  powers 
with  the  rest,  and  there  is  no  limit  to  which  you 
might  not  go,  from  nearly  absolute  sovereignty  on 
the  one  hand,  to  mere  colonial  .subjection  on  the 
other.  Hrre,sir,  the  field  is  boundless.  The  mind 
might  dwell,  in  probable  conjecture,  on  the  evils 
that  would  flow  from  this  assumption  of  jjower. 
But  the  time  I  have  already  occupied  admonishes 
metob("ware  how  severely  I  tax  the  indulgence 
ol  the  Committee. 

Let  it  not  be  said,  however,  although  Congresi 
cannot  impose  this  corfdition,  still   they  may,  at 
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their  discretion,  refuse  to  admtL    It  wms  never 
expected  or  intended  that  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  should  hold  any  considerable  portion  of 
population  under  their  exclusive  jurisdiction.     An 
extensive  svslem  of  colonization  would  strengthen 
the  federal  arm  and  weaken  and  endanger  the 
powers  of  the  Slate^i.     What  would  be  the  condi- 
tion of  the  federal  compact,  when  the  population 
of  the   Territories  approached  near  that  of  the 
States  ?     Where  would  be  your  State  rights,  if, 
in  addition  to  that  yielded  up  by  the  Constitution, 
Congress  had  a  vast  population  subject  to  their 
exclusive  control  ?    In  ordinary  cases,  sound  policy 
requires,  and  constant  practice  demands,  that  the  I 
people  of  a  Territory  should   bo  made  a  party  to 
the  federal  compact,  as  soon  as  their  exigencies 
and  their  interests  required  it.     And  what  is  your  • 
pretence  in  this  case  ?     You  allow  them  ripe  for  , 
admission,  but  refuse  them,  unless  they  will  sur- 
render a  political  power  possessed  by  all  the  rest.  ( 
But  you  have  another  obligation  to  fulfil.     You  I 
have  solemnly  stipulated  with   these  people  that 
you  will  admit  them.     Portions  of  this  Territory  i 
have  been  included  in  three  States,  which  have  ' 
been  already  admitted  upon  the  same  terms  which  I 
Missouri  a.sks.     These  j)eople  are,  by  your  treaty,  i 
entitled,  as  soon  as  possible,  and  yet  you  pretend  i 
that  it  was  not  possible  to  admit  them  unless  they 
will  consent  to  be  disrobed  of  an  essential  attribute  , 
of  sovereignty,  not  demanded  in  any  other.     Such  ; 
an  excuse  is  an  insult  to  an  ordinary  understanding,  j 

Did  the  Constitution  authorize  this  restriction,  : 
the  treaty  forbids  it.  They  are  to  be  admitted  i 
"according  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution" upon  the  same  terms,  and  retaining  the 
same  sovereign  powers  of  other  States.  They  are 
to  be  entitled  to  "all  the  rights,  immunities,  and 
advantages  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States;" 
to  make  their  own  constitution,  and  regulate  the 
relations  and  duties  of  the  members  of  the  com- 
munity in  their  own  way.  ' 

Sir,   I   have  been    surpristd   at  the  suggestion  i 
that  these  people  were  transferred   to  us  without  ! 
their  consent,  and   were  no  parties  to  the  com- 
pact.    A  compact  made  for  the  benefit  of  a  people,  ' 
and   they  choosing  to  take  advantage  of  it,  and  \ 
yet  no  parties  to  it !    But  this  is  not  more  surpris-  ; 
ing  than  the  most  singular  doctrine  of  the  gentle- ' 
man  from  New  Yorlc,  that  this  treaty  gives  us 
sovereign  control  and  the  same  powers  over  this 
people  which  could  have  been  exercised  by  France ! 
Then  1  suppose  that  if  we  had  received  tne  cession  i 
from  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  or  the  Grand  Seignior,  our  \ 
political  powers  would  have  l>een  thesameas  theirs. 
This  doctrine  is  monstrous.     Congress  has,  to  be  ! 
sure,  |>ower  to  regulate  the  government  of  the  Ter-  : 
ritories.    But  so  far  is  this  from  being  absolute,  that  I 
it  must  be  exercised  under  the  same  limitations  ■ 
and  with  the  same  regard   to  the  rights  of  life,  j 
liberty,  and  property,  as  citizens  of  a  Slate  are  : 
entitled  to.     And,  upon   another  ground,  is  not ' 
Congress  pledged  ?     At  the  time  of  the  cession,  ■ 
the  people  held  a  property  in  slaves.     The  act  of 
31st  October,  1803,  authorizing  the  President  to 
take  possession  of  Louisiana,  secures  to  them  this 
right.    On  the  26ih  March,  1804,  Congress  separ- 


ated this  district  from  that  of  Orleans,  (now  Louis- 
iana,) and  established  a  Territorial  government, 
with  legislative  powers,  provided  for  the  security 
of  persons  and  property,  and  confirmed  their  ex- 
isting laws  ;  and,  on  the  2d  March,  1805,  further 
provision  was  made  for  their  government,  and 
their  laws  continued  in  force ;  and,  on  the  4th 
June,  1812,  the  present  Territorial  government 
was  established,  with  legislative,  executive,  and 
judicial  powers,  the  usual  rights  secured,  and  the 
existing  laws  continued  and  confirmed.  These 
existing  laws,  during  these  several  alterations  of 
the  government,  regulated  the  right  and  title  to 
slaves,  not  only  authorized  but  established  by  Con- 
gress. Whence,  sir,  do  you  derive  the  power  to 
take  it  away  ?  Their  government  is  established 
by  charter,  which,  without  their  consent,  it  is  not 
in  your  power  to  reptsil.  What,  sir,  have  we  for- 
gotten the  doctrine  of  the  sanctity  of  chartered 
rights  7  Would  you  pretend  to  greater  power 
than  the  Parliament  of  England  ?  You  have  read 
in  her  history  of  one  of  her  kings  who  seized  upon 
the  franchises  of  corporations,  and  that  these  acts, 
even  at  that  [period,  were  deemed  usurpations. 

You  cannot  have  forgotten  the  stands  made  by 
the  Colonies,  in  defence  of  their  charters.  Great 
Britain  never,  until  the  Revolution  commenced, 
ventured  to  vacate  them  without  trial  and  judg- 
ment, according  to  law.  A  prominent  charge 
a^inst  the  parent  country,  in  your  Declaration 
of  Independence,  is  "  for  taking  away  our  cliar- 
tered  rights."' 

But  we  are  told,  in  a  memorial  on  your  table, 
from  Boston,  that  Congress  has  on  this  subject 
unlimited  control ;  that  they  can  impose  any  con- 
dition which  their  "justice,  w^isdom,  or  policy 
may  dictate."  Indeed  !  has  it  come  to  this  f  Ab- 
solute power  of  Congress,  and  from  Boston  too-4 
Most  of  these  gentlemen  have  changed  their  tone 
since  1812,  1813,  and  1814.  TJten  their  jealousy 
of  Congress  was  such,  tliat  they  would  not  allow 
them  to  determine  when  the  country  was  in  dan- 
ger of  invasion,  but  confined  this  power  to  the 
exclusive  discretion  of  their  Governor.  Now  abso- 
lute power  is  conceded  over  the  lives,  liberties,  and 
propt-rty  of  the  people  of  your  Territories.  ITien 
from  a  jealousy  of  your  powers,  or  an  attachment  to 
the  then  President,  they  insisted,  seriously  insisted, 
that  you  should  not  have  their  militia,  unless  the 
President  should  command  them  in  person,  and  ob- 
tained a  judicial  decision  to  fortify  them  in  this  sage 
and  prudent  Constitutional  stand.  Now  "  Parlia- 
ment may  bind  the  colonies  in  all  cases  whatso- 
ever;' and  by  and  bye  Parliament,  with  their 
colonies  at  their  heels,  will  have  the  means  to  bind 
them  in  all  cases  what.soever. 

Your  duties  are,  first,  to  govern  and  protect  tkem, 
until  they  are  ripe  for  admission,  and  then  to  in- 
corporate them,  with  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and 
immunities  of  citizens.  You  perform  the  first  ob- 
ligation, and  refuse  the  second,  unless  they  will 
surrender  the  right  granted  in  the  first.  We  say 
to  Missouri,  we  admit  we  were  indebted  in  two 
obligations :  we  have  performed  one,  and  will  per- 
form the  other,  if  you  will  surrender  the  consider- 
ation paid  for  the  first. 


I;  i- 
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This  is  your  humanity.  You  refuse  to  admit 
Missouri  as  a  State  unless  she  will  give  up  her 
slaves,  and  yet  you  will  permit  her  to  keep  them 
as  a  Territory.  You  negatived  this  restriction 
upon  Arkansas,  at  the  last  session,  and  as  Territo- 
ries you  have  confirmed  the  right  in  both.  Upon 
what  principle  of  humanity,  then,  do  you  now  act  ? 
Is  a  Territorial  government,  created  by  a  Con- 
gress, having  high  pretensions  to  absolute  power, 
more  consistent  with  the  dictates  of  humanity  and 
compassion  than  one  formed  by  the  people  ? 

1  fear,  sir,  there  is  something  of  policy  as  well 
as  humanity  in  this  business,  and  that  the  former 
comes  dres.sed  out  in  the  garb  of  the  latter. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  has  told  us  that 
a  slave  representation  beyond  the  original  Slates 
IS  unequal,  and  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  com- 
pact.    I  know  not  where  the  gentleman  derived 
his  authority  ;  surely  not  from  the  Constitution. 
It  is  there  agreed  that  the  representatives  shall  be 
apportioned  according  to  the  number  of  free  per- 
sons, and  three-fifths  of  the  slaves — not  in  such 
States  as  then  existed,  but  in  such  as  "may  be  in- 
cluded within  this  Union."     The  language  is  ex- 
plicit and  positive.     Why  is  this  spectre  conjured 
up  again,  to  frighten  the  people  out  of  their  liber- 
ties 7     But  it  does  not  frighten  me.     I  have  >een 
the  phantom  before.     It  made  its  appearance  in 
Massachu.>;etts  in  1812,  reappeared  in  1813,  and  in 
1814  it  became  familiar;  interposed  in  our  schemes 
of  policy;  and,  as  appears,  dictated   the  instruc- 
tions to  the  delegates  of  the  Hartford  Convention. 
(Here  Mr.  H.  read  part  of  the  instructions  from  the 
Legislature   of  Massachusetts,    which  concluded 
thus;  "'And  also  to  take  measures,  if  they  think 

•  proper,  for  procuring  a  convention  of  delegates 
'  from  all  the  United  States,  in  order  to  revise  the 

*  Constitution  thereof,  and  more  effectually  to  se- 
'  cure  the  support  and  attachment  of  all  the  peo- 
'  pie,  by  placing  all  upon  the  basis  of  fair  represen- 
'  tation."]  You  see  what  it  was  then,  and  this  is 
a  shadow  of  that  shadow  !  \^ 

The  Constitution,  as  every  one  knows,   is  the 
effect  of  compromise.     The  compromise  on  this 
subject  was  not  a  yielding  up  by  the  North,  in  | 
representation,  as  an  equivalent  for  direct  taxa-  ' 
tion.     It  was  not  expected  that  this  odious  mode  I 
of  obtaining  revenue  would   be  often  resorted  to.  I 
Slaves  were  property,  but  they  were  human  be- 
ings.    They  had  some,   but  few,  political  rights 
secured  to  them  by  the  laws  of  their  States.     One  | 
side,   as  a  rule  of  representation,  contended  fori 
their  full  enumeration,  and  the  other  for  their  en-  ' 
tire  exclusion.     It  ended  in  a  compromise,  which  I 
embraced  three-fifths.     It  was  a  compact,  and  we  I 
are  bound  by  it ;  and  if  it  was  a  bad  or  a  good  bar- ! 
gain,  I  will  neither  complain  of  it  on  the  one  hand, ' 
iior  boast  of  it  on  the  other.  | 

But  it  does  appear  to  me,  sir,  that  this  measure,  I 
on  the  ground  of  representation,  is  a  mistaken  pol-  j 
icy.  We  wish  to  diminish  the  influence  of  this 
mighty  people,  rising  in  the  West.  The  repre- 
sentatives of  Missouri  are  one  day  to  form  a  local 
balance  against  a  State  in  the  East.  Population 
IS,  according  to  the  "  means  of  existence,"  the 
amount  of  productive  labor.     Five  slaves  will  oc- 


cupy a  space  which  would  supply  eight  free  per- 

son.-^,  while  those  slaves  would  be  entitled  to  only 

three-eighths  of  the  amount  of  representation  ;  and 

yet  the  people  of  New  England,  governed  by  a 

mistaken  national  policy,  would  add  this  among 

,  the  reasons  for  inhibiting  slaves  in  Missouri. 

I      It  is  extremely  unfortunate   that   reasons  like 

I  this,  inducing  an-  inquiry   into  the  equity  of  the 

!  basis  of  the  Constitution,  and  calculated  to  excite 

I  geographical  distinctions  and  jealousies,    should 

I  ever  have  been  urged  in  this  House.     It  is  not  im- 

1  probable  that  there  are  in  this,  as  well  as  in  evtry 

other  Government,  men  watching  every  favorable 

opportunity  for  a  change. 

If  this  subject  did  not  originate  in  motives  of 
ambition,  if  a  political  scheme  was  not  the  cause, 
it  may  be  the  effect  of  this  extraordinary  sensibil- 
ity.    Ambitious,  desperate  men  may  take  advan- 
tage of  popular  excitement,  and,  after  all  other 
schemes  have  failed  them,  succeed  by  producing, 
the  worst  of  all,  a  geographical  division  of  party, 
and  rise  to  power  under  its  banners.     And,  sir,  it 
is  already  whispered   that  this  holjift/  did  originate 
in  a  part  of  the  country  very  prolific  in  such  pro- 
ductions; that  his  blood  is  of  different  kinds;  that 
he  is  claimed  by  men  of  high  standing  and  char- 
acter, but  of  different  complexions,  feelings,  and 
sentiments;  that  they  have  nevertheless  agreed, as 
many  as  can,  to  mount  him   together;  that  they 
are  jogging  on  with  great  cordiality  and  affection  ; 
and  that  the  head  of  the  pony  is  directed  towards 
the  chair  of  the  General  Government.     This  may 
be  all  suspicion  ;   but  if  no  such  case  has  yet  oc- 
curred, should  the  excitement  be  kept  up,  and  the 
nature  of  man  remain  what  it  ever  has  been,  such 
and  mure  mischievous  schemes  will  l>e  produced, 
discord  will  rear  its  head,  and  faction  again  mar 
our  peace,  paralyze  oijr  prosperity,  and  at  last  de- 
stroy our  liberty. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  can  have  but 
one  interest.  Their  ties  are  strong,  and  their  mo- 
tives to  union  great.  They  have  fought  and  tri- 
umphed, suflered  and  prospered  together.  There 
is  a  constant  dependence  of  the  parts,  indispensa- 
ble to  the  liberty,  greatness,  and  glory  of  the  whole. 
Trifling  jealousies  even  are  injurious  to  fair  legis- 
lation. A  (jear  that  a  geographical  division  will 
receive  more  than  its  share  of  profit  or  power,  will 
produce  a  corresponding  jealousy,  until  every  local 
or  private  act  will  become  a  matter  of  compro- 
mise and  bargain.  But  an  excitement  which  di- 
vides the  United  States  in  nearly  eqiial  halves  is 
dangerous  indeed.  In  such  a  case,  the  passions 
have  greater  scope,  ambition  stronger  induce- 
ments, and  the  intrigues  of  party  more  powerful 
temptations. 

But  this  division  is  singularlv  unfortunate.  It 
is  the  only  subject  on  which  the  slaveholding  States, 
could  !>♦.•  made  to  unite  against  the  rest.  Are  the 
general  interests  of  Delaware  more  united  with 
those  of  Georgia  than  of  Pennsylvania  ?  Are  the 
interests  of  Ohio  more  coincident  with  Massachu- 
setts than  Kentucky  ?  Sir,  the  hopes  and  pros- 
pects of  the  North  and  East  are  interwoven  with 
the  prosperity  of  the  South  and  West;  and  yet 
we  have  armed  ourselves  against  them  all.     It  is 
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not  with  them  a  question  of  policy,  oi  political 
power,  but  of  safety,  peace,  existence.  Thev  con- 
sider it  as  hastening  and  provoking  scenes  of  in- 
surrection and  massacre.  Their  jealousy  and  their 
sensibility  are  roused,  and  they  demand  what  mo- 
tive, what  inducement,  you  have  to  this  ?  They 
are  answered,  humanity.  In  the  name  of  humani- 
ly^  desist !  She  asks  no  such  sacrifices  at  her  altar. 
Create  jealousies,  heart-burnings,  and  hatred  ;  set 
brother  against  brother,  kindle  the  flames  of  civil 
discord,  destroy  the  Union,  and  your  liberties  are 
j^one.  And  then,  where  will  your  slaves  find  the 
freedom  which  you  proffered  them  at  the  expense 
of  your  own  ? 

But  should  these  dangers  be  averted,  there  are 
others  in  prospect.  Missouri,  by  an  act  of  territo- 
rial legislation,  forms  a  constitution,  and  at  the 
next  session  applies  for  admis<<ion.  She  comes 
from  her  rivers  and  her  forests,  knocks  at  your 
door,  and  supplicates  you  for  admission.  She 
shows  you  your  promise,  and  that  it  has  been  ful- 
filled to  three  of  her  sisters,  whose  merits  are  no 
greater  than  hers.  You  stamp  her  with  indignity  ; 
you  reject  her.  No  rebellion,  no  resistance  ;  your 
arm  is  too  strong — you  can  compel  obedience. 
But  you  cannot  compel  affection.  She  retires  to 
her  native  foresL^  ;  the  goods  of  fortune  flow  pro- 
fusely ;  she  grows,  and  the  sense  of  your  injury 
grows  with  her  growth  and  strengthens  with  her 
strength.  That  voice  which  once  you  treated  as 
the  complaint  of  a  child  now  assumes  the  tone 
and  firmness  of  ripened  age.  She  now  demands 
that  justice  which  once  she  solicited  in  vain.  In- 
stead of  yielding,  you  impose  some  tea  tax  or  stamp 
tax  to  remind  her  of  her  dependence.  Her  com- 
plaints become  loud  ;  her  neighbors  sympathize  in 
her  behalf.  Mexico,  having  become  rich,  power- 
ful, and  independent,  is  called  in — but  I  forbear. 
Let  the  history  of  nations  teach  us  a  lesson  on  colo- 
nization, and  to  beware  how  we  despise  the  just 
complaints  of  a  young  and  enterprising  people,  i 
nursed  in  the  lap  of  freedom.  j 

I  fear  I  see  in  this  struggle  dangers  and  evils  of  I 
serious  import.  May  my  forebodings  prove  vain  ! 
and  visionary.  But  my  fears  are  strong  that  they  i 
will  be  found  to  be  fatal  realities.  I  will  relieve  { 
the  Committee,  however,  from  further  remarks  of  ; 
mine,  and  conclude  by  reading  a  few  sentences  ' 
from  the  Farewell  Address  of  the  man  who  was 
"  first  in  war,  first  in  peace,  and  first  in  the  hearts 
of  his  countrymen." 

"  It  i»  of  infinite  moment  that  you  should  properly 
estimate  the  immense  value  of  your  national  Union  to 
your  collectJTe  aqd  individual  happiness ;  that  you 
ihoHid  cherish  a  cordial,  habitual,  and  immovable  at- 
tachment  to  it ;  accustoming  yourselves  to  think  and 
speak  of  it  as  the  palladium  of  your  political  tsafety 
and  prosperity  ;  watching  for  iu  preservation  with  jeal- 
ous anxiety  ;  discountenancing  whatever  may  suggest 
even  a  suspicion  that  it  can,  in  any  event,  be  aban- 
doned ;  and  indignantly  frowning  upon  the  first  dawn- 
ing of  every  attempt  to  alienate  any  portion  of  our 
country  from  the  rest,  or  to  enfeeble  the  sacred  tics 
which  now  bind  together  the  various  parts. 

"  In  contemplating  the  causes  which  may  disturb 
our  Union,  it  occurs  as  matter  of  serious  concern,  that 


any  groand  shoaU  hav*  WmNbrnitfaed  for  chtrMter. 
I  ixing  parties  by  geographical  discrimination— ^wr/A- 
ern  and  Southern,  Atlantic  and  Hr*/«-n— whence  de- 
signing men  may  endeavor  to  excite  a  belief  that  there 
IS  a  real  difference  of  local  interests  and  views.  You 
cannot  shield  yourselves  too  much  against  the  jeal- 
ousies and  heart-burnings  which  spring  from  these 
misrepresentations." 

And  then,  as  if  he  felt  a  premonition  that  his 
advice  would  be  forgotten  and  his  counsel  rejected 
he  adds —  * 

"  In  offering  to  you,  my  countrymen,  these  counsels 
of  an  old  and  affectionate  friend,  I  dare  not  hope  they 
will  make  the  strong  and  lasting  impression  I  could 
wish ;  that  they  will  control  the  usual  current  of  the 
passions,  or  prevent  our  nation  from  running  the  course 
which  has  hitherto  marked  the  destiny  of  nations  ;  but, 
If  I  may  even  flatter  myself  that  they  may  be  produc- 
tive of  some  partial  benefit,  some  occasional  good; 
that  they  may  now  and  then  recur  to  moderate  the 
fury  of  party-spirit,  to  warn  against  the  mischiefs  of 
foreign  intrigue,  to  guard  against  the  impostures  of 
pretended  patriotism,  this  hope  will  be  a  full  recom- 
pense for  the  solicitude  for  your  welfare,  by  which  they 
have  been  dictated." 

The  Committee  rose,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again,  and  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 


FRinAV,  January  28. 
^  Thr  Speaker  presented  petitions  from  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  praying 
for  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the  purchase  of  the 
lands  on  which  they  reside,  to  include  their  im- 
I  provements,  and  that  military  warrant.s,  or  the 
Cherokee  Indian  claims,  may  not  be  extended  over 
them ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands.  ' 

Mr.  WoooBRincE  presented  a  petition  of  Na- 
tl^iel  Champe,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  the  other 
heirs  of  John  Champe,  deceased,  a  sergeant  major 
1  in  Lee's  legion,  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  pray- 
j  ing  for  a  grant  of  the  land  due  for  the  services  of 
j  their  ancestor  in  the  capacity  aforesaid  ;  as,  also, 
for  some  other  compensation  for  his  perilous  and 
[  distinguished  services,  performed  by  order  of  Gen- 
I  eral  Washington ;   and   that  some   appointment, 
civil  or  rnilitary,may  be  conferred  on  him,  the  pe- 
titioner, for  his  own  services  in  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  obtaining  accurate  statements  of  the  for- 
eign commerce  of  the  United  States,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, tolwhich  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  a  district 
court  in  the  State  of  Alabama,"  reported  the  same 
with  amendments;  which  were  read,  and,  with 
the  bill,  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  which  is  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  establishing  a  circuit  court  in  and 
for  the  District  of  Maine." 


991 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


992 


993 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


H.  OF  R. 


if 


«l 


AdmiuioH  of  Missouri. 


Jamuabt,  1820. 


994 


Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  also  referred  the  hill  from  the  Senate, 
oatitled  '*An  act  to  coatinue  in  force  the  act,  enti- 
tled 'An  act  to  provide  for  reports  of  the  decisions 
of  the  Supreme  Court,'  approved  the  3d  of  March, 
1817,"  reported  the  same  with  an  amendment ; 
which  was  read,  and,  with  the  bill,  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  last  mentioned. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
a  report  on  the  petition  of  Joseph  M.  Skinner,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  said  Joseph 
M.  Skinnex,  administrator  of  George  Skinner,  de- 
ceased ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  designate  the  bourf- 
daries  of  districts,  and  establish  land  offices  for  the 
disposal  of  the  public  l^nds,  not  heretofore  offered 
for  sale,  in  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Indiana ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the 
bill  for  the  establishment  of  additional  land  offices 
in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  of  North  Carolina, 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law 
for  the  allowance  of  bounty  land  to  all  soldiers 
who  enlisted  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain, 
and  who  procured  substitutes,  in  proportion  to  the 
time  of  service  performed  by  them,  and  their  sub- 
stitutes, respectively ;  and,  also,  all  others  who  en- 
listed and  remained  in  service  during  the  war, 
and  were  regularly  discharged,  not  already  pro- 
vided for  by  law. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Phelps,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  requested  to  inform  this  House  when 
the  accounts  of  the  Post  Office  Department  were 
last  audited,  and  the  amount  of  the  balance,  if  any, 
then  due ;  also,  a  statement  of  the  quarterly  amount 
of  receipts  and  e.xpenditures  of  that  Department, 
from  the  first  appointment  of  the  present  Post- 
master General  to  the  1st  day  of  December.  1819, 
mclusive. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pindall,  the  Secretary  of 
State  was  instructed  to  lay  before  this  House  a  list 
of  the  newpapers  in  which  the  laws,  resolutions, 
and  orders  of  Congress  are  published,  and  have 
been  published,  during  the  sessions  of  the  14th 
and  15th  Congress,  designating  the  State,  Di.strict, 
or  Territory  in  which  each  newspaper  was  pub- 
lished, with  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  such 
publication. 

Mr.  Bbubh  made  an  unsuccessful  motion  that 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Kiag  should  be 
taken  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Hou.se, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  unfavorable  to 
the  petition  of  Joseph  Wheaton,  was  referred  to 
the  Attorney  General  for  his  opinion  thereon. 

A  mei^sage  from  the  Senate  m formed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  "  Resolution  pro- 
posing an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  as  it  respects  the  choice  of  Electors 
of  Pfeatdent  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
State*,  and  the  election  of  Representatives  in  the 


Congress  of  the  United  States,"  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  tliis  House. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  committee  oo 
this  subject,  (Mr.  Baldwin  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Ma.ssachusetts,  resumed  the 
floor,  and  occupied  about  two  hours  in  concluding 
the  argument  which  he  commenced  yesterday, 
against  the  proposed  restriction. — His  remarks  are 
given  entire  in  preceding  pagts. 

Mr.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  addres.sed  the  Chair. 
He  vaid  that  the  constitutionality  of  the  measure 
proposed,  was  the  subject  which  he  intended  first 
to  consider.     The  Constitution,  said  he,  provides 
that  "new  Slates  may  be  admitted  by  Congress 
into  this  Union,''     If,  then,  a  new  State  is  admit- 
ted into  '•  this  Union,''  must  it  not  be  on  terms  of 
equality  ?     Can  the  old  States,  the  first  parties  to 
this  Union,  bind  other   States  farther  than  they 
themselves  are  bound  ?     Can  they  bind  the  new 
States  not  to  admit  slavery,  and  preserve  to  them- 
selves the  right  to  admit  slavery  1     Shall  the  old 
States  preserve  rights  of  which   the  new  States 
shall  be  deprived  ?    Can  this  Government  demand 
of  the  new  States  a  right  to  exercise  powers  over 
them,  that  it  cannot  exercise  over  the  old  States  ? 
If  so,  you  may  demand  of  the  new  States  power 
to  legislate  over  them  as  you  legislate  over  the 
District  of  Columbia.     Can  you  stipulate  with  a 
new  State  that  she  shall  have  but  one  Senator; 
that  her  repri«sentation  in  this  House  shall  be  ap- 
portioned by  the  number  of  her  Iree  inliabitants 
only  ;  that  she  shall  not  ap}K>int  her  full  number 
of  Electors  of  the  PreMdeut ;  or  that  she  shall  not 
have  a  republican  form  of  governincnt  ?      You 
cannot;   for  the  Constitution  fixes  the  rights  of 
every  State  in  these  respects.     Can  you  stipulate 
for  the  regulation  of  the  press,  for  the  establish- 
ment of  religion,  or  for  a  power  to  appoint  militia 
officers  ?     You  cannot ;  for,  in  these  respects  also, 
the  rights  of  the  States  are  declared  by  the  Con- 
stitution.    And  if  you  cannot  stipulate  for  the  ex- 
ercise of  a  power  prohibited,  you  cannot  stipulate 
for  the  exercise  of  a  power  withheld. 

Will  you  not  admit  that  you  cannot  stipulate 
for  a  power  to  appoint  militia  officers  in  a  new 
State  ?  You  will ;  because  that  power  is  speci- 
allv,  and  in  direct  terms,  reserved  to  the  States. 
All  powers  not  granted,  are  reserved,  in  general 
terms.  If  the  power  is  reserved,  is  it  not  the  same, 
whether  it  be  reserved  in  direct  or  in  general 
terms  ?  It  is  the  same.  A  power  reserved  to  the 
States  or  to  the  peoplt,  either  in  direct  or  in  gen- 
eral terms,  you  cannot  exercise,  without  commit- 
ting an  act  of  usurpation. 

The  case  suppo-sed,  of  stipulating  for  power  to 
appoint  militia  officers,  illustrates  the  danger  which 
might  arise  to  freedom,  by  forming  a  new  class  of 
States,  over  which  this  Government  should  pos- 
sess powers  different  from  those  which  it  exercises 
over  the  old  States.  A  consolidated  government 
might  be  established  over  such  new  Suies.     At 
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the  time  of  the  Revolution  it  was  a  cause  of  com- 
plaint against  the  British  King,  that,  by  acquiring 
Canada,  and  establishing  a  despotic  government 
therein,  he  endangered  the  liberty  of  the  American 
Colonies.  The  people  would  never  have  adopted 
the  Constitution  had  they  supposed  that  Congress 
was  to  exercise  over  the  new  States  powers  differ- 
ent from  those  grant(  d  by  the  Constitution. 

The  legislative  power  of  every  State  is  originally 
coextensive.  Each  State,  by  the  Constitution, 
commits  an  ecjual  portion  of  its  legislative  powers 
to  Congress  ;  and  all  the  residue  is  reserved  to  the 
States,  unless  prohibited  to  them,  or  to  the  people. 
The  only  powers  of  this  Government  are  given  by 
the  Constitution.  The  powers  granted  are  to  be 
exercised  over  every  State;  and  the  powers  re- 
served, are  retained  by  every  State.  In  Pennsyl- 
vania and  in  Virginia,  the  power  to  legislate  re- 
specting slavery  is  in  the  Legislature.  In  Ohio  and 
Indiana  that  power  is  in  the  people,  who  have  de- 
nied it  to  their  Legislatures.  No  power  has  been 
delegated  to  Congress  to  legislate  on  that  subject. 
The  Constitution  provides  that,  ''  the  powers  not 
'  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the  Constitu- 
'  tion,  nor  urohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  re- 

*  served  to  the  States,  respectively,  or  to  the  peo- 

*  pie."  The  jHJwers  not  delegated  being  reserved 
to  the  Slates,  respectively,  are  reserved  to  each  of 
the  States,  whether  new  or  old. 

Has  the  power  to  legislate  over  slavery  been 
delegated  to  the  United  Stakes  ?  It  has  not'.  Has 
it  been  prohibited  to  the  States  ?  It  has  not.  Then 
it  is  reserved  to  the  States,  respectively,  or  to  the 
people.  Consequently,  it  is  reserved  to  the  Sute 
of  .Missouri,  or  to  the  people  of  that  State.  And 
any  attempt  by  Congress  to  deprive  them  of  this 
reserved  |)ower,  will  be  unjust,  tvrannical,  uncon- 
stitutional, and  void. 

The  only  condition  that  may  constitutionally 
be  annexed  to  the  admission  of  a  new  State  into 
this  Union  IS,  that  its  constitution  shall  be  repub- 
lican.    This  the  Constitution  authorizes  us  to  re- 1 
quire,  and  it  is  the  only  condition  that  is  necessary. 
We  possess  power  to  make   all   needful   regula- 
tions respecting  the  territorial  property  of  the  Uni-  ' 
ted  States.     Our  acts  in  pursuance  ot  the  Consti- 
tution are  paramount  to  the  laws  of  any  State.  | 
When  we  pursue  our  Constitutional  authority,  we 
need  no  aid  from  stipulations  ;  and  when  we  ex- 
ceed it,  our  acts  are  acts  of  usurpation,  and  void. 

It  has  been  questioned  by  some,  wliethrr  a  con- 
stitution can  l)e  said  to  be  republican,  which  does 
not  exclude  slavery.  But  we  must  understand  the 
phrase,  ''republican  form  of  government,"  as  the 
people  understood  it  when  they  adopted  the  Con- 
stitution. We  are  bound  by  the  construction 
which  was  put  upon  the  Constitution  by  the  peo- 
ple. It  would  be  perfidious  toward  them  to  put 
on  the  Constitution  a  different  construction  from 
that  which  induced  them  to  adopt  it. 

The  people  of  each  of  the  States  who  adopted 
the  Constitution,  except  .Massachusetts,  owned 
slaves;  yet  they  certainly  considered  their  own 
constitutions  to  be  republican.  And  the  Federal 
Government  has  not  by  virtue  of  its  power  to 
guaranty  a  republican  constitution  to  each  State 
16th  Con.  1st  Sess 32 


i  in  the  Union,  required  a  change  of  the  constitution 
ol  any  one  of  those  Slates. 

The  Constitution  recognises  the  right  to  the 
slave  property,  and  it  thereby  appears  that  it  was 
intended,  by  the  Convention  and  by  the  people 
that  that  property  .should  be  secure.  The  repre^ 
sentatiou  of  each  Stale,  in  this  House,  is  propor- 
tioned bv  the  whole  number  of  free  persons  and 
three-fifths  of  the  number  of  the  slaves.  In  form- 
ing the  Constitution,  the  Southern  States.  Vir- 
ginia excepti"d,  insisted  on,  and  obtained  a  provis- 
ion, authorizing  them  to  import  slaves  for  twenty 
years.*  And  the  Constitution  provides  that  slaves 
running  away  from  their  masters  in  one  State 
and  going  into  another,  shall  be  delivered  up  to 
their  masters. 

But  the  gentleman  from  New  York  contended, 
that,  by  a  "  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one 
Slate,  under  the  laws  thereof,"  the  Constitution 
means  an  apprentice,  or  bound  servant.     Sir,  the 
definition  ol  a  word  conveys  its  meaning  to'  our 
understandings  more  clearly  than  the  word  itself* 
and  the  very  best  definition  of  the  word  "slave" 
that  can  be  given,  is,  a  person  held  to  service  or 
labor  under  the  laws  of  a  State.     The  Constitu- 
tion describes  apprentices  or  bound   servants  as 
"those  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years;"  and 
directs  that  they  shall  be  included  in  the  number 
of  free  persons.     The  apprentice  or  bound  servant 
is  bound  to  service  or  labor  by  contract ;  the  slave 
is  held  toM.rviceor  labor  bylaw.     A  person  "held 
to  service  or  lal>or"  is  the  Constitutional  and  legal 
definition  of  the  word  "  slave,"  and  is  superadded 
to  the  word  '-.Mave"  or  ''.slaves,"  in  one  act  of 
Congress  for  suppressing  the  slave  trade  no  less 
than  eight  times. r     Thus  the  obligation  of  State 
laws,  which  hold   men  to  .service  or  labor,  is  ac- 
knowledged by  the  Constitution,  and  by  the  laws 
of  the  United  States. 

To   render   this   right,  with  other  rights,  still 

•  Extract  from  Luther  Martin's  report  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  Mary/and. 

"  We  were  then  lold  by  the  delegate«  of  the  two 
first  of  those  Sl«te»,  (Georgia  and  South  Carolina,) 
that  ihcir  Stalea  would  never  agree  to  a  system  which 
put  it  in  the  power  of  the  General  Government  to 
prevent  the  importation  of  slaves;  and  that  they,  as 
the  delegates  from  those  States,  must  withhold  their 
assent  from  such  a  system." 

The  clause  referred  to  relates  solely  to  the  importa- 
tion of  elavcri  from  abroad.  The  Convention  used  the 
words  "migration  or  im|»ortation"  as  synonymous. 
In  like  manner  they  say,  tax  or  duty,  alliance  or  con- 
federation, imposts  or  duties,  agreement  or  compact, 
service  or  labor,  resolution  or  vote,  for  the  purpose  of 
elucidating  their  meaning.  This  clause  at  one  time 
stood  thus  before  the  (.'onve ntion  :  "The  migration 
or  importation  of  Kuch  persons  as  the  several  States, 
now  existing,  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be 
prohiliited  by  the  ]<egisiature  prior  to  the  year  1800  ; 
but  a  tax  or  duly  may  be  imposed  on  such  migration 
or  importation  at  a  rate  not  <xceeding  the  average  of 
the  duties  laid  on  imports.'"  This  proposition  to  l«y 
an  ad  valorem  duty  showg  that  nothing  was  in  the 
contemplation  of  ihc  Con\eiition  but  the  slave  trade 
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more  secure,  Virginia,  in  adopting  the  Constitu- 1  Congress  into  this  Union."  The  States  thos  ad- 
tion,  declared  that  "  no  right,  of  any  denomina-  !  mittHl  are  entitled  to  representation  for  three-fifths 
tion,^n  be^^ncelled,  abridged,  restrained,  or  |  of  their  slaves,  by  express  words:  •' Representa- 
modined,  except  in  those  instances  in  which  power  j  tires  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned  among 
is  given  by  the  Constitution  for  tho-^e  purposes;"  ,  the  several  States  which  may  be  included  in  this 
and  New  York  declared,  that  '•  every  power,  juris-  Union,  according  to  their  respective  numbers,"  &c. 
'  diction,  and  right,  which  is  not  by  the  said  Con-  So  that,  if  the  new  State  is  included  in  thih  Union! 
'  stitution  clearly  delegated  to  the  Congress  of  the  [  it  shall  have  a  representation  accordinir  to  its  fed- 
'  United  States,  remains  to  the  people  of  the  sev- 
*  eral  States,  or  to  their  respective  State  govem- 
'  meats."  Several  of  the  other  States  made  simi- 
lar declarations.  But  the  States  were  not  content 
to  declare  their  rights.  An  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  declares  that:  "  The  power>  not  del- 
egated to  the  United  States  by  the  Constitution, 
nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to 
the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people."  The 
right  to  own  slaves  being  acknowledged  and  se 


representation  according  to  its  fed- 
eral numbers,  saith  the  Constitution.  Therefore, 
the  concession  was  not  definite,  nor  its  extent  com- 
prehended, as  has  been  affirmed. 

But  why  is  the'  representation  on  this  floor 
spoken  of  as  the  representation  of  the  free  popula- 
tion? Our  constituents  are  ttie  qualified  electors 
only;  but  we  represent  the  Statts,  the  whole  pop- 
ulation, and  the  whole  wealth  of  the  community. 
The  ratio  of  representation  is  the  main   pillar  of 

-                            .      .    -                     -  the  Constitution,  and  it  does  not  become  thosp  who 

cured  by  the  Constitution,  can  you  proscribe  what  are  sworn   to  support  it  to  be  underminin*'   its 

the  Constitution  guaranties?     Can  you   touch  a  foundations.                                                           ' 

right  reserved  to  the  States  or  the  p^ple  1     You  It  has  been  said  that  the  States  in  which  slavery 

^*?.°u''    u„  J  .  .V  1'  oc -=r.  r      !»s  prohibited,  ultimately,  though  with  reluctance, 

It  has  been  said.  *  that  in  Virginia,  25,o59  free  ;  acquiesced  in  what  is  called  the  disproportionate 
persons  elect  a  member  of  the  House  of  Repre-  1  number  of  Repre.sentatives  and  Electors  that  wa^ 
senUtives,  and  that,  in  a  Northern  State,  35,000  secured  to  the slaveholding  States.  But  it  appears  by 
free  persons  elect  a  member.  Let  us  state  the  fact.  |he  Journal  of  the  Convention,  that,  within  twelre 
A  member  from  Vermont  represents  35,000  per- ,' days  after  the  Convention  commenced  its  delihera- 
sons  only ;  a  member  from  Virginia  represents  :  tions,  the  proposition  to  fix  the  ratio  of  reprrsenta- 
more  than  42,000  persons  In  forming  a  constitu-  i  tion,  in  the  manner  in  which  it  was  settled  was 
lion  for  a  State,  it  may  be  proper  that  a  given  I  made  by  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  imme- 
numberof  free  persons  in  one  part  of  the  State  (  diately  agreed  to  ;  nine  States  voting  for  it,  among 
should  have  as  much  political  power  as  an  equal  ;  which  were  Ma.ssachusetts,  Connecticut  New 
nunober  in  any  other  part  of  the  same  State:  but,  i  York,  and  Pennsylvania.  It  was,  indeed  alter- 
in  forming  a  constitution  for  a  confederacy  of  j  wards  debated  ;  and  thr.eproiKjsitions  were  offered 
States,  each  should  exercise  a  share  of  power,  and  ;  to  the  Convention.  The  first  was  to  enumerate 
bear  a  share  of  public  burdens  proportioned  to  ;  free  persons  only ;  this  Avas  the  proposition  of  Mr 
their  respective  ability.  The  ability  of  a  State  i  Randolph  of  Virginia,  and  was  ultimat.lv  voted 
tnay  be  fairly  estimated  by  its  capacity  for  labor,  |  for  by  NVw  J.rsey  only.  The  second  was  to enu- 
ihe  source  ot  wealth.     If  men  only  were  enumer-    merate  all  persons ;  this  was  the  prop<vsition  of  Mr 


ated,  there  might  be  some  reason  for  dropping  a 
portion  of  the  number  of  the  slaves  ;  yet  even  that 
is  doubtful,  as  many  of  the  freemen  are  idle,  and 
belong  to  the  unproductive  class,  whereas  the  men 
slaves  are  generally  productive  laborers  ;  but  why 
should  five  men  or  five  children,  who  are  unpro- 
ductive, and  have  no  political  rights,  be  counted 


Pinckney,  of  South  Carolina,  and  wa>-  ultimately 
supported  only  by  South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 
The  third  was  Mr.  Wilson's  proposition,  to  enu- 
merate three-fifths  of  the  slaves  ;  which  proposition 
was  supported  by  the  other  States,  and  became  a 
part  of  the  Constitution.     That  mode  of  enume- 

c  ...        •■  .    -  /.  V.  ration  had  been  previously  agreed  on  by  the  Old 

five,  m  proportioning  the  number  of  Representa-  Congress,  in  April,  1783,  for  ascertaining  the  pro- 
t;ves,  while  hve  negro  men,  productive  laborers,  portion  of  the  public  burdens  that  should  be  im- 
are  counted  only  three?  A  concession  was  indeed  posed  on  each  of  the  United  States 
made  in  the  Convention  in  proportioning  the  Rep-  u  has  been  said  that  Congress  have  power  to 
resentot.ves  among  the  States;  but  it  seems  to  me  regulate  commerce  among  th?  several  St\^es  and 
that  the  Southern  States  made  It  m  agreeing  to  therefore  may  prohibit  carrying  slaves  into  Mis- 
count onhr  three-fifths  of  the  slaves.  ^u^i.     ,  ^J^[    ^^at  a  power^  to  r 

It  has  been  said  that  the  allowance  to  the  slave- 
holding  States  of  representation  for  three-fifths  of 


the  slave  population  was  a  great  concession  to  the 
slaveholding  States,  but  that  the  conces-sion  was 
definite;  its  full  extent  was  comprehended,  and  it 
was  a  settlement  between  the  original  thirteen 
States.  And  none  of  these  assertions  seem  to  be 
correct.  There  were  but  twelve  States  in  the 
Convention ;  therefore  no  settlement  was  made 
between  thirteen  States.  And  the  Constitution 
says,  that  "  new  States  may  be  admitted  by  the 

•  Bj  Mr.  King,  in  his  pamphlet. 


power  to  regulate  com- 
merce is  not  a  power  to  prohibit  commerce.  The 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade  does  not  depend  on 
the  power  to  regulate  commerce  alone.  It  is  au- 
thorized by  the  clause  which  declan's  that  Con- 
gress shall  not  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves 
f>rior  to  1808.  The  power  of  Congress  is  to  regu- 
ate  commerce  among  the  several  States,  and  not 
to  regulate  the  commerce  of  a  single  State.  No 
preference  is  to  be  given  by  any  regulation  of  com- 
merce, to  the  ports  of  one  State  over  those  of  ano- 
ther. And  if  you  were  about  to  exercise  one  of 
your  own  Constitutional  powers,  I  presume  you 
would  not  call  on  Missouri  to  execute  your  power 
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by  inserting  a  cl«n»e  in  her  constitution.  The 
honorable  member  from  Ohio  claims  for  Con- 
gress power  to  "  provide  for  the  general  wel- 
fare of  the  United  States,"  and  justifies  the  impo- 
sition of  the  restriction  as  a  provision  for  the  gen- 
eral welfare.  If  this  power  is  granted  by  the 
Constitution,  Congress  possess  absolute  power, 
which,  in  Rome,  was  conferred  on  the  Dictator  by 
an  authority  to  "  uke  care  that  the  Republic  re- 
ceived no  damage." 

With  a  view  to  put  an  end  to  this  claim  on 
the  part  of  Congress,  of  power  to  pass  whatever 
law  they  please,  which  has  been  set  up  formerly, 
and  may  be  set  up  again,  it  will  be  useful  to  ex- 
amine how  the  first  clause  of  the  eighth  .section 
of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution  was  under- 
stood by  the  Convention  who  formed  it,  and  the 
people  who  adopted  it.  On  the  6th  of  August,  the 
clause  in  question  stood  in  the  draught  of  the  Con- 
stimtion  thus:  "The  Legislature  of  the  United 
Sutes  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  imposts  and  excises."  On  the  18th  a  pro- 
position was  made  to  assume  the  State  debts,  which 
was  committed  to  a  committee.  On  the  22d  Mr. 
Rutledge  reported  from  that  committee  this  amend- 
rrient ;  at  the  end  of  the  first  clause  of  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  7th  article,  add,  '•  for  the  payment  of 
the  debts  and  necessary  expenses  of  the  United 
States :  provided,"  Ac.  On  the  25th  it  was  moved 
to  add  to  the  first  clause  of  the  first  section  of  the 
7th  article,  "  for  the  payment  of  the  said  debts,  and 
for  defraying  the  expenses  that  shall  be  incurred 
for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare;" 
which  then  passed  in  the  negative.  On  the  31st 
the  undecided  parts  of  the  Constitution  were  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  eleven,  who,  on  the  4th 
of  September  reported  this  addition  and  alteration  ; 
the  first  clause  of  the  first  section  of  the  7th  article 
to  read  as  follows  :  "  The  Legislature  shall  have 
power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and 
excises,  to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  United 
Slates."  The  clause  thus  reported  is  pointed  with 
commas  only,  throughout.  On  the  8th  of  September, 
a  committee  of  five  were  appointed  "to  revise  the 
style,  and  arrange  the  articles  agreed  to  by  the 
House."  No  question  was  afterwards  taken  on 
this  part  of  the  clause.  And  an  entry  made  on 
the  14th  September,  after  the  revision  was  reported, 
proves  the  falsehood  of  those  copies  which  separate 
this  clause  into  two  distinct  clauses  ;  it  says,  "  add 
at  the  end  of  the  first  clause  of  the  eighth  section, 
first  article,  '  but  all  duties,  imposts,  and  excises 
shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  United  States." 
It  obviously  appears,  that  a  committee  of  eleven 
used  the  words  "  to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for 
the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the 
United  States,"  to  express  the  same  meaning  as 
"for  the  payment  of  said  debts,  and  for  defraying 
the  expenses  that  shall  be  incurred  for  the  common 
defence  and  general  welfare,"  the  words  of  the 
amendment  moved  on  the  2.5th  of  August.  It  is  a 
limitation  of  the  power  of  taxation,  which  the 
Convention  intended  should  not  be  carried  further 
than  was  necessary  to  pay  the  debts  and  provide 
for  the  general  welfare.     It  confers  a  power  to  raise 


money  as  a  means  of  executing  the  other  powers 
of  the  Government.  How  the  clause  came  to  be 
divided  into  two  clauses,  as  it  appears  in  some 
copies  which  may  be  deemed  falsified  copies,  can- 
not perhaps  be  now  ascertained. 

Such  was  the  explanation  of  the  meaning  of 
this  clause  given  to  the  people  when  the  Constitu- 
tion was  adopted  ;  and  no  other  meaning  ought  to 
be,  or  can  be  imposed  upon  it.* 

If  you  possessed  power  to  legislate^conceming 
slavery,  the  adoption  of  the  proposition  on  your 
table,  which  goes  to  emancipate  all  children  of 
slaves  hereafter  born  in  Missouri,  would  be  a  direct 
violation  of  the  Constitution,  which  provides  that 
"  no  person  shall  be  deprived  of  property  without 
due  process  of  law;  nor  shall  private  property  be 
taken  for  public  use  without  just  compensation." 
If  you  cannot  take  property  even  for  public  use, 
without  just  compensation,  you  certainly  have 
not  power  to  take  it  away  for  the  purpose  of  anni- 
hilation, without  compensation.  And  if  you  can- 
not take  away  that  which  is  in  existence,  you 
cannot  take  away  that  which  will  come  into  ex- 
istence hereafter.  If  you  cannot  take  away  the 
land,  you  cannot  take  the  future  crops;  and  if  you 
cannot  take  the  slaves,  you  cannot  take  their  issue, 
who,  by  the  laws  of  slavery,  will  be  also  slaves. 
You  cannot  force  the  people  to  give  up  their  pro- 
perty. You  cannot  force  a  portion  of^  the  people 
to  emancipate  their  slaves. 


•  Extract  from  the  obaervations  of  Governor  Randolph , 
a  member  of  the  General  Convention,  delivered  to 
the  Convention  of  Mrginia. 

"  Tbifl  formidable  clause  does  not  in  the  least  in- 
crease the  powers  of  Congress.  It  is  only  inserted  for 
llie  greater  ^aution,  aod  to  prevent  the  possibility  of 
encroaching  upon  the  powers  of  Congress."  And, 
after  quoting  the  clause,  he  says,  "  The  plain  and  ob- 
vious meaning  of  this  is,  that  no  more  duties,  taxes, 
impoata,  and  excises,  shall  be  laid,  than  are  sufficient 
to  pay  the  dchts  and  provide  for  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare  of  the  Unittd  Stales." 

Extract  from  the  observations  of  Mr.  Marshall,  (now 
Chief  Justice  of  the  V.  S.,)  delivered  on  the  same 
occasion. 

AflcT  quoting  the  clause,  he  says,  '<  the  debts  of  the 
Union  ought  to  be  paid.  Ought  not  the  common  de- 
fence to  be  provided  for?  Is  it  not  necessary  to  pro- 
vide for  the  general  welfare  1  The  amounts  to  be  raised 
are  confined  to  these  purposes  solely.  They  are  not 
to  raise  money  for  any  other  purpose." 

An  exact^lranscript  of  the  Ist  clause  of  the  8th  section 
of  the  Ist  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  "  as  it  regards  the  words,  arrangement,  punc- 
tuation, and  capitalit,"  made  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
Smyth,  by  J.  B.  Colvin,  Esq.,  Clerk  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  from  the  original  Constitution  signed 
by  the  Convention  : 

Section  8.  The  Congress  shall  have  Power  To  lay 
and  collect  Taxes,  Duties,  Imposts  and  Excises,  to  pay 
the  Debts  and  provide  for  the  common  Defence  and 
general  Welfare  of  the  United  States;  but  all  Duties, 
Imposts  and  Excises  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the 
United  State*; 

[The  next  clause  begins  as  a  paragraph.]  ..  ,: 
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By  adopting  this  proposition,  you  will  have 
proved  that  the  clauses  of  the  Coustitution  deemed 
most  sacred  by  the  people,  are  not  sacred  with 
you.  The  Constitution  was  the  work  ol"  politi- 
cians. The  amendments  were  the  work  of  the 
people.  They  arc  the  parts  of  the  (^Constitution 
which  protect  the  rights  of  the  people.  The 
amendment  which  secures  property,  you  are  about 
to  violate  by  emancipating,  without  the  consent  of  ! 
the  masters,  the  offspring  of  ten  thousand  slaves. 

If  your  object  is  not  to  keep  down  the  growth 
of  the  Western  country;  if  you  are  not  in  pursuit 
of  power  and  influence;  if  the  future  freedom  of 
the  blacks  is  your  real  object,  and  not  a  mere  pre- 
tence, why  do  you  not  begin  here  7     Within  the 
ten  miles  square,  you  have  undoubted  power  to 
exercise  exclusive  legislation.     Produce  a  bill  to 
emancipate  the  slaves  of  Columbia;  or,   if  you 
prefer  it,  to  emancipate  those  born  hereafter.    Can  , 
you  take  away  the  slaves  hereafter  born  within  j 
the  District  without   making  compensation  ?     I 
think  you  will  not  attempt  it.     And  yet  you  will 
impose  on  others  an  obligation  to  do  and  suffer  an  ' 
act  of  injustice  which  you  dare  not  attempt  to  do  j 
yourselves.  ■ 

No  people  ought  to  be  bound  by  laws  to  which  ; 
they  have  not  freely  consented.     Will  you  sjiy 
that,  by  adopting  your  proposition,  they  have  con- 
sented ?     Such  is  the  traveller's  consent  when  the  I 
robber  demands  his  purse.     You  propose  a  con- 
tract  which  no  righteous  judge  would   respect;  j 
because  you  take  advantage  of,  and  abuse  your 
power.     Such  would  be  the  contract  of  an  inex-  j 
perienced   youth,  whose    unjust   guardian,   some  , 
hoary  extortioner,  should  compl  him  to  convey  ' 
away  a  part  of  his  estate,  before  he  would  give  ! 
him  jjossession  of  the  remainder. 

The  people  of  .Missouri  will  be  rightfully  bound  | 
by  our  laws  made  for  the  whole  Union;  but  we  \ 
have  no  ri^ht  to  make  local  laws  for  the  people  of' 
Missouri  alone.  We  have  no  right  to  pass  partial  ] 
laws,  that  shall  operate  in  some  of  the  State.s,  and  ■ 
not  in  others.  [ 

You  cannot  limit  the  new  States  in  the  ex^srcise  j 
of  their  retained  powers.  Whether  slavery  shall 
exist  or  not  in  the  new  States,  must  depend  on  the  , 
free  will  of  the  State  Legislatures,  and  of  the  peo- 
ple. If  you  can  in  this  way  prescribe  the  course 
of  legislation  on  one  subject,  you  can  on  any  sub- 
ject, or  on  every  subject. 

No  State  can  be  bound  not  to  change  its  con- 
stitution. The  same  right  which  Pennsylvania 
has  of  self-government,  every  new  State  must 
possess  of  self-government.  Th«?y  are  bound  to 
adopt  a  republican  constitution,  for  that  is  a  law 
of  the  whole  Union. 

If  you  impose  on  Missouri  the  contemplated  re- 
striction, and  Mis.souri  forms  her  coustitution  ac- 
cordingly, It  will  not  be  your  act,  but  the  act  of 
Missouri  that  will  become  a  law.  Then  suppose 
Missouri  changes  her  constitution  ;  as  she  made 
the  law,  she  can  repeal  it.  Your  act  can  have  no 
force,  because  not  passed  in  pursuance  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  Stales.  The  acts  of  Con- 
gress, nassed  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution,  are 
laws;  but  the  stipulations  or  declaration  of  Con- 


gress, not  authorized  by  the  Constitution,  are  not 
laws;  and  they  can  have  no  sanction;  for  it  is 
only  the  acts  passed  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitu- 
tion that  are  the  supreme  laws  of  the  land.  If 
your  act  is  a  law,  it  needs  not  the  aid  or  consent 
of  Missouri;  and  if  Missouri  is  to  pass  the  law, 
Missouri  may  repeal  it.  But  this,  say  our  oppo- 
nents, would  be  perfidious  on  the  part  of  Mis&ouri ; 
they  will  not  presume  that  Missouri  would  violate' 
her  plighted  faith.  They  detest  all  perfidy  except 
that  which  they  them.selvcs  recommend.  This 
would  not  be  perfidy  on  the  part  of  Missouri.  The 
people  of  Missouri  would  only  have  eluded  the 
effects  of  the  perfidy  of  those  who  would  have  vi- 
olated a  solemn  treaty. 

It  has  seemed  to  .some  that  as  Ohio  was  required 
to  forma  constitution  agreeing  with  the  ordinance 
of  Congress  of  1787,  which  excluded  slavery  from 
the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river, '  there- 
fore Missouri  may  be  likewise  required  to  exclude 
slavery  by  her  constitution.  WhaUver  be  the  ef- 
fect of  the  ordinance  of  1787,  it  has  no  applica- 
tion to  Missouri.  But  I  contend  that  Ohio  js  not 
bound  by  the  ordiuancc;  that  she  is  at  liberty  to 
decide  as  she  pleases  the  question,  whether  she  will 
or  will  not  exclude  slavery. 

Let  us  examine  this  claim  set  up  on  the  part  of 
the  old  Congress  of  a  pt»wer  to  bind  the  people  of 
the  country  northwest  of  Ohio,  and  their  de.scend- 
ants  forever,  by  a  law  not  repealable  by  any  legis- 
lation whatever,  pre.senl  or  to  come:  a  law  which 
neither  a  convention   of  the  peoph-  of  Ohio,  nor 
this  Congress,  nor  any  future  conv<  iition  or  Con- 
gress, can  repeal;  a  law  immutabh-  and  eternal. 
If  there    is  any  principle   of  republican  govern- 
ment about  which  there  will   be  no  disagreement 
in  this  House,  1   presume  it  is  this:  that  all  legiti- 
mate Dower  IS  derived  from  the  peupl.-,  that  there 
is  no  lawful  authority  to  bind  any  |>eople,  but  what 
is  derived  from  them.     This   being,  as  I  suppose, 
admitted,  I  will  ask,  had   the  Congri«ss  of  1787  a 
power,  derived  from  lie  ptoule,  to  bind  any  por- 
tion of  the  people  and  their  descendants  forever? 
The  State  constitutions,  which  contain  the  only 
grants  of  power  which  had  then  been  given  by  the 
people,  did  not  mention  such  a  body  as  Congress. 
The  State  legislatures,  without  any  express  au- 
thority for  that  purj)ose  from  the  people,  sent  de- 
puties  to   Philadelphia.      These   were  ministers 
from  distinct  sover.-ign  Powers,  foreign  to  each 
other.      They  entered  into  a  league  by   a  treaty 
called  '•  Articles  of  <  Confederation,"'  which  the  sev- 
eral States  ratified.  The  y\rticles  of  Confederation 
had  the  force  of  a  ratified  treaty.     The  powers 
thereby  conferred  on  Congress  were  special  enu- 
merated  ix^wers;  and  all   not  granted,  were  ex- 
pressly retained  to  the  States.     The  only  power  of 
a   legislative   character,  granted,    was   power   to 
make  rules  respecting  captures,  and  rules  for  the 
government  of^  the  land  and  naval   forces  of  the 
United  States.  It  may  be  justly  questioned  whether 
the  State  legislatures  could,  in   this  form,  have 
granted   legislative   powers  over  the  jieople.     A 
power  to  legislate  ov<  r  the  people  must  be  delegat- 
ed by  them.     It  was  deemed  necessary  to  apply  to 
the  people  when  this  constitution   was   formed. 
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And  for  a  further  confirmation  of  the  doctrine 
which  I  maintain,  1  refer  every  gentleman  to  the 
bill  of  rights  of  his  own  State  constitution.  It  is 
thus  laid  down  by  the  convention  of  New  York: 
"No  authority  shall,  on  any  pretence  whatever, 
'  be  exercised  over  the  people,  or  members  of  this 
'  State,  but  such  as  shall  be  derived  from,  and 
*  granted  by,  them.'' 

Virginia  and  other  States  ceded  the  country 
northwest  of  the  Ohio  river  to  the  United  States, 
as  well  the  jurisdiction  as  the  soil.  What  passed 
by  the  deed?  I  answer  a  right  to  the  soil  only ; 
the  jurisdiction  could  not  pass  to  Congress.  That 
body  was  incapable  of  receiving  a  grant  of  au- 
thority to  legislate  for  the  people  northwest  of 
Ohio;  because  they  were  the  representatives  of  the 
States,  and  not  of  the  people.  The  jurisdiction 
was  in  the  people,  or  would  vest  in  them,  as  soon 
as  there  should  be  people  in  the  ctxled  territory. 
Whatever  jurisdiction  the  Legislature  of  Virginia 
po.ssessed,  they  possessed  as  representing  the  i)eople 
of  Virginia.  The  jurisdiction  was  derived  from 
the  people;  it  went  with  the  people," and  not  with 
the  right  of  soil. 

If  any  are  disposed  to  compare  the  cession  of 
the  Northwestern  territory  to  that  of  the  ten  miles 
square,  I  will  call  their  attention  to  this  dissim- 
ilarity. The  people  of  Maryland  and  Virginia, 
including  those  within  the  ten  mile  square,  rati- 
fied the  present  Constitution,  which  vests  in  Con- 
gress power  to  exercise  exclasive  legislation  over 
this  District.  The  inhabitants  of  the  ten  miles 
square  were  also  represented  in  the  legislative  as- 
semblies which  made  the  cession ;  but  the  people  did 
not  ratify  the  Articles  of  Confederation ;  nor  did 
those  articles  vest  in  the  old  Congress  power  to 
legislate  over  any  portion  of  the  civil  part  of  the 
community;  neither  were  the  people  of  the  North- 
western territory  represented  in  the  legislative  as- 
semblies which  made  the  cession  thereof 

At  the  commencement  of  every  new  settlement, 
whether  at  Plymouth,  or  at  Jamestown,  at  Botany 
Bay,  or  at  Chilicothc,  a  government  founded  either 
in  force  or  necessity  may  be  expected  to  prevail 
for  a  time.  Such  was  the  government  exercised  by 
the  old  Congress  northwest  of  the  Ohio.  But, 
such  a  government  cannot  bind  a  people  forever. 
When  they  become  independent,  and  come  to 
frame  a  form  of  government  for  themselves,  on 
republican  principles,  to  maintain,  that  not  only 
they,  but  also  their  posterity,  are  bound  by  the  acts 
of  the  British  Parliament,  or  the  ordinances  of  the 
old  Congress,  is,  I  conceive,  preposterous. 

All  legitimate  power  proceeds  from  the  people. 
And  altnough  an  illegitimate  power  may  be  im- 
posed by  force  and  submitted  to  from  necessity,  it 
cannot  bind  the  people  longer  than  the  force  and 
necessity  are  present.  Such  was  the  power  which 
the  British  Parliament  exercised  before  the  Revo- 
lution over  these  then  colonies ;  and  such  was  the 
TOwer  asserted  by  the  Congress  of  1787  over  the 
Northwestern  territory.  But,  as  the  declaration 
of  the  British  Parliament,  that  they  had  power  to 
bind  the  colonies  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  does  not 
bind  the  people  of  these  States  ;  so  the  ordinance  of 
1787  does  not  bind  the  people  of  Ohio  any  longer 


than  they  please  to  submit  to  it.  It  was  an  act  of 
illegitimate  power;  and  it  cannot  bind  those  who 
are  the  source  of  all  legitimate  power. 

It  is  even  doubtful  whether  the  ordinance  was 
duly  passed.  By  the  Articles  of  Confederation, 
the  concurrence  of  nine  of  the  States  was  neces- 
sary to  important  transactions.  The  power  exer- 
cised was  not  given  ;  and  of  the  powers  which 
were  given,  those  of  making  appropriations,  and 
treaties,  most  resemble  the  power  exercised.  It 
was  necessary  that  nine  States  should  concur  in 
exercising  either  of  these  powers.  Only  eight  States 
were  present  and  concurring  in  passing  this  ordi- 
nance. 

It  has  been  said,  that  the  restriction  on  the  in- 
troduction of  slavery,  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river, 
was  proposed  by  Virginia,  and  that  the  Southern 
States  unanimously  agreed  to  it.  This  is  said  to 
fix  the  character  of  inconsistency  on  Virginia. 
The  fact  is,  that  Virginia  and  the  Southern  States 
voted  for  the  whole  ordinance,  when  completed  ; 
but  it  is  also  true,  that  those  States  had  repeatedly 
voted  against  the  clause  excluding  slavery.  In 
April,  1781,  a  vote  was  taken  on  this  clause,  when 
Maryland,  Virginia,  and  South  Carolina,  voted 
against  it ;  NortlHCarolina  divided,  and  Georgia 
absent.  And  although  seven  States  voted  for  the 
clau.se,  it  was  rejected  ;  a  proof  that  Congress  then 
conceived  that  the  concurrence  of  nine  States  was 
necessary  to  every  clause  of  this  ordinance;  which 
they  called  a  "compact."  In  March,  1785,  Mr. 
King  proposed  a  similar  clause  ;  Virginia,  North  ' 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  voted 
against  it ;  eight  States  voted  for  the  commitment 
of  it,  and  it  was  committed.  The  member  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Grayson,)  to  whom  this  measure 
is  ascribed,  was  not  a  member  of  Congress  in  1784. 

My  honorable  friend  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
HoL.MEs)  was  mistaken,  when  he  supposed  that 
the  Congress  of  1787  was  bound  by  the  ordinance 
of  1784,  which  did  not  exclude  slavery  from  the 
Northwestern  territory.  They  would  have  been 
bound,  had  any  part  of  the  land  in  Ohio  been  sold, 
not  to  change  the  ordinance  of  1784,  without  the 
consent  of  Ohio.  But  no  part  of  the  land  was  sold, 
previous  to  the  pa.«:sage  of  the  ordinance  on  the 
13th  July,  1787.  I  have  examined  that  matter 
carefully,  and  am  unwilling  that  the  Committee 
should  be  under  any  erroneous  impressions  that  I 
can  remove. 

I  affirm  that  the  people  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois,  are  not  eternally  bound  by  the  ordinance 
of  1787.  They  were  no  party  to  the  pretended 
compact ;  and  if  they  had  been  a  party,  they  had 
no  power  to  bind  the  present  generation — they  had 
no  power  to  bind  their  posterity ;  the  people  of 
Ohio  may  change  their  constitution  when  they 
please. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  Constitution  vests  in 
Congress  a  power  to  make  all  needful  regulations 
respecting  the  territory  of  the  United  States  ;  and 
this  power,  it  is  supposed,  authorizes  us  to  exclude 
slaves  from  the  territories  of  the  United  States, 
and  also  to  demand  from  any  of  those  territories 
about  to  become  States,  a  stipulation  for  the  ex-4^ 
elusion  of  slaves.     The  clause  of  the  Constitution 
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refeiTftl  to,  reads  thus  :  "  The  Congress  shall  have 
'  power  to  dispose  of,  and  raake  all  needful  rules 
'  and  regulations  respecting,  the  territory  or  other 
'  property  belonging  to  the  United  States!"     It  has 
been  contended  that  this  gires  a  power  of  legisla- 
tion over  persons  and  private  property  within  the 
territories  of  the  United  States.     The  clause  ob- 
viously relates  to  the  territory  belonging  to   the 
United  States,  as  property  only.     The  power  given 
is  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  regulations 
respecting,  the  territorial  property,  or  other  prop- 
erty of  the  United  States;   and  Congress   hare 
power  to  pass  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  to  the 
eiercise  of  that  power.     This  clause  speaks  of  the 
territory  as  property,  as  a  subject  of  sale.     It  sp«aks 
not  o{  the  jurisdiction.*     That   the  Convention 
coosidered  as  being  provided  for  by  the  ordinance 
of  Congress,     '^his  clause  contains  no  grant  of 
power  to  legislate  over  persons  and  private  pro(»erty 
within  a  territory.  A  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make 
all  needful  regulations  respecting  the  property  of  tlie  i 
United  States,  is  very  different  from  a  powtT  to  I 
legislate  over  the  persons  and  the  property  of  the 
people.     When  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Con- 
vention that  the  Constitution  should    convey  to 
Congress  power  to  legislate  over  persons  and  pri- 
vate property,  they  expresseU  themselves  in  terms 
not  doubtful.     Tfius,  they  said,  ''Congress  shall 
have  power  to  exercise  exclusive  legislation  in  all 
cases  whatsoever,-'  within  the  ten  miles  square. 
But  no  such  power  to  legislate  over  the  territories 
is  granted.     The  power  i.s  to  dispose  of,  and  make 
all  needful  regulations  respecting  the  property  of 
the  United  States.     When  that  is  sold  and  con- 
veyed, it  ceases  to  be  an  object  of  the  power  to 
Tiuike  regulations  respecting  the  property  of  the 
United  States;  and  if  the  construction  contended 
for  by  our  opponents  be  correct,  and    Congress 
possess  power  to  legislate  for  a  territory,  that  would 
not  authorize  them   to  make   rezulations    which 
yhould  continue  in  force  when  the  territory  became 
a  State,  and  the  United  States  ceast-d  to  own  prop- 
erty therein. 

The  States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  have  excluded 
slavery.  They  did  it  freely,  and*  of  their  own 
choice.  But  will  their  representatives  admit  that 
those  States  are  less  free  to  decide  on  this  question 
than  other  States  ?  Will  they  declare  that  their 
States  do  not  possess  equal  rights  with  Pennsyl- 
vania.?  Will  they  acknowledge  that  their  States 
do  not  possess  the  same  reserved  rights  tiiat  the  other 
States  of  the  Union  possess?  Will  they  agree 
that  their  Stales  are  States  of  inferior  grade,  bound 
by  authoritv  of  Congress  to  exclude  slavery  ?  And 
will  they,  therefore,  concur  in  imposing  the  same 
restrictions  on  their  brethren  of  Missouri  ?  I  trust 
that  they  will  not ;  that  they  will  maintain  the 
political  equality  of  their  own  Slates  with  other 
Slates  in  the  Union  ;  and  that  they  will  leave  it 
to  the  people  of  Missouri   to  decide  the  questions 

•  This  clauae,  as  first  propobed  in  Convention,  read 
thns:  '*  To  dispose  of  the  unappropriated  lands  of  the 
United  States  ;  to  institute  temporary  governments  for 
n«w  States  arising  therein."  The  latter  power  was 
not  granted.    See  Journal  Convention,  page  260. 


for  themselves,  as  the  people  of  Ohio  and  Indiana 
have  decided  it  for  themselves.     If  these  Sutes 
'  deem  themselves  bound  in  chains,  I  hope  they  will 
I  not  therefore  desire  to  impose  them  oo  Miscouri ; 
i  and  if  they  deem  themselves  free,  they  will  gene- 
rously impart  the  .same  freedom  to  others. 

[  Sir,  if  this  proposition  is  adopted,  it  will  be  re- 
garded hereafter  as  an  exercise  of  the  power  to 
guaranty  a  republican  form  of  governnoent  to 
every  State  in  the  Union.  You  are  about  to  ad- 
mit a  State,  and  you  require  her  to  insert  in  her 
constitution  a  clause  against  slavery.  Will  it  not 
seem  that  you  have  done  this  by  your  authority  to 
guaranty  a  republican  form  of  government?  I 
think  it  will ;  for  you  have  no  other  power  that 
seems  to  warrant  prescribing  in  part  the  form  of 
the  State  constitution.  If,  in  the  exercise  of  this 
power,  you  may  require  of  a  new  State  to  insert  in 
her  constitution  a  clause  against  slaven,-,  you  may, 
under  the  same  authority,  require  an  old  State  to 
add  such  a  clause  to  her  constitution.  Thus  you 
may  require  of  the  old  States  to  exclude  slavery, 
or  provide  for  its  abolition.  The  slaveholding 
States  must  make  common  cause  with  Mi.ssouri ; 
for  the  recoOTition  of  such  a  power  in  this  Govern- 
ment would  be  fatal  to  them. 

This  nation  is  bound  by  the  treaty  with  France 
for  the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  to  incorporate  the 
inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  into  the  Union 
of  the^  United  States,  according  to  the  principles  of 
the  Federal  Constitution ;  to  admit  them  to  the 
enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  im- 
munities of  citizens  of  the  United  States.     Among 
the  fundamental  principles  of  ihe  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  are  these :  In  fixing  the  ratio  of 
representation,  five  slaves  are  to  be  counted  equal 
to  three  free  persons.     Every  State  in  the  Union 
shall  have  a  republican  form  of  government.     The 
powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the 
Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are 
reserved  to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people. 
But  the  honorable  member  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Taylor)  maintained  that  it  is  a  principle  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stales,  that  alTinen 
are  free  and   equal ;  and   he  asserted   that  "  The 
American  nation   never  sanctioned  the  right  of 
slavery  !"  *     The  gentleman  doubtless  means  to  be 
correct  in  what  he  asserts  to  the  Committee :  But 
if  he  had  asserted  that  "The  American  nation 
never  sanctioned  aright  in  its  citizens  to  catch  fish 
on  the  Grand  Bank,"  the  as.scrtion  would  not  have 
been  more  incorrect  than  that  which  he  has  made. 
As  to  that  clause  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence in  which  Congress  stated   their  opinion  that 
men  were  created  equal,  and  that  liberty  was  an 
inalienable  right ;  it  has  the  same  force  and  effect, 
as  a  declaration  of  the  like  opinion  by  any  other 
equal  number  of  persons  of  the  same  ability  and  in- 
telligence, having  no  political  pow^er.     Congress 
was  then  composed  of  ministers  from  the  States. 
Even  the  Arliclesof  Confederation  did  not  then  eji- 
ist ;  and  they  certainly  did  not  confer  on  Congress 
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a  power  to  emancipate  slaves,  when  they  did  come 
into  existence. 

Suppose  that  the  Congress  of  1776  had  declared 
their  religious  creed  ;  would  that  have  established 
a  religion  for  the  United  States  ?  I  presume  not. 
It  would  have  been  said  that  they  had  nothing  to 
do  with  that  subject.  They  were  charged  with 
the  exterior  relations  of  the  colonies,  and  had  no 
power  to  emancipate  a  single  slave.  They  asserted 
that  man  cannot  alienate  his  liberty,  nor  by  com- 
pact deprive  his  posterity  of  liberty.  Slaves  are 
not  held  as  having  alienated  their  liberty  by  com- 
pact. They  are  held  under  the  law  and  usage  of 
nations,  from  the  remotest  times  of  which  we  have 
any  historical  knowledge,  and  by  ilie  municipal 
laws  of  the  States,  over  which  the  Congress  of 
1776  had  not,  and  this  Congress  have  not,  any 
control.  We  agree  with  the  Congress  of  1776, 
that  men,  on  entering  into  society,  cannot  alienate 
their  right  to  liberty  and  property,  and  that  they 
cannot,  by  compact,  bind  their  jKjsierity.  And, 
therefore,  we  contend  that  the  people  of  Missouri 
cannot  alienate  their  rights,  or  bind  their  posterity 
by  a  compact  with  Congress. 

We  are  to  understand  this  declaration  of  the 
opinion  of  Congress  as  they  intended  it  should  be 
understood.  They  certainly  did  not  mean  to  say 
that  such  are  the  natural  rights  of  man  that  th^ 
cannot  be  abridged  bv  civil  Jaws.  They  meant 
that  an  oppresst'd  i)eople  may,  if  they  are  able,  re- 
sist, and  assert  their  Ireedom.  They  asserted  the 
indejH'ndence  of  the  Slates  against  parliamentary 
usurpation :  and  that  independence  we  maintain, 
except  so  far  as  it  has  been  freely  surrendered  bv 
the  Constitution. 

But  the  gentleman  said  that  "  ihe  American 
nation:  never  sanctioned  the  right  of  slavery."' 
Sir,  the  old  Congress  exprostjy  sanctioned  the 
right  of  slavery,  m  September,  178:^,  when  they 
paiised  this  resolution  :  '•  Hesiiiced,  That  the  Secre- 
'  tary  of  Foreign  Affaiis  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  di- 
'  recltil  to  obtain,  as  spet-dily  as  po>sible,  authentic 

*  returns  of  the  slaves  and  other  property  which 
'  have  be-en  carried  off  or  destroyed,  in  the  course 
'  of  the  war,  by  the  enemy,  and  to  transmit  the 
'  same  to  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  for  nego- 
'  tiuting  peace."*  They  sanctioned  the  right  of 
slavery  when  they  commissioned  agents  "to obtain 
'  the  delivery  of  all  negroes  and  other  property  of 

•  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  in  the  pos- 
'  session  of  the  British  forces,  or  any  subjects  of, 
'  or  adherents  to.  His  Britannic  Majesty. '"j  They 
sanctioned  the  right  of  slavery  when  they  ratified 
the  provisional  and  definitive  treaties  of  peace  with 
Great  Britain,  containing  this  clau.se:  ''His  Bri- 
'  tannic  Majesty  shall,  with  all  convenient  speed, 
'  without  causing  any  destruction,  or  carrying 
'  away  any  negroes  or  other  property  of  the  Arae- 
'  rican  inhabitants,  withdraw  all  his  armies.'-^ 
They  recognised  the  right  of  slavery  in  April,  1783, 
by  providing  for  an  enumeration  of  the  free  persons 
in  the  Sutes,  and  three-hfths  of  the  slaves.§    The 

•  1  vol.  Sute  Papers,  page  333. 
t  1  vol.  State  Papers,  page  221. 
X  1  vol.  Laws,  page  198.       5  1  tol.  Laws,  page  31. 


whole  nation  sanctioned  the  right  of  slavery,  by 
adopting  the  Constitution,  which  provides  for  an 
enumeration  of  slaves,  a  representation  founded 
thereon,  and  for  the  restoration  of  fugitive  slaves 
to  their  masters,  acknowledging  the  obligation  of 
State  laws,  which  hold  men  to  labor  or  service. 
The  Congress,  acting  under  the  Constitution,  have 
sanctioned  the  right  of  slavery,  by  providing  for 
an  enumeration  of  slaves  for  the  purpose  of  taxing 
them,  by  taxing  them  and  making  the  tax  a  lien 
on  them  as  property.*  If  the  gentleman  would 
have  further  proof,  I  refer  hiin  to  the  several  acts 
for  taking  the  census,  in  which  slaves  are  included. 
To  the  acts  prohibiting  the  slave  trade,  which 
allow  the  transportation  of  slaves  from  State  to 
State  for  sale ;  and  permit  the  sale,  under  the  State 
laws,  of  the  Africans  captured. t  And  also  to 
the  act  for  dividing  Louisiana  into  two  Territories, 
which  authorizes  the  removal  of  American  slaves 
into  that  country. + 

Thus,  as  well  the  old  Congress  as  the  Congress 
under  the  Constitution,  h^ve,  in  the  most  explicit 
manner,  recognised  slaves,  by  that  name,  as  pro- 
perty. It  therefore  appears  that  if  the  gentleman 
^Mr.  Taylor)  had  been  disposed  to  make  an  un- 
lounded  assertion  to  mislead  the  Committee,  of 
which  he  is  incapable,  he  could  not  have  made 
one  more  susceptible  of  complete  refutation  than 
is  that  which  he  hazarded,  when  he  said  that  "  the 
American  nation  never  sanctioned  the  right  to 
slavery." 

By  treaty  we  are  bound  to  admit  Missouri  into 
the  Union ;  to  allow  her  a  representation  for  her 
.slaves ;  to  guaranty  to  her  a  republican  form  of 
government,  (that  is,  a  government  by  and  for  the 
people  themselves,  not  a  government  imposed  on 
them,  nor  a  patrimonial  government;)  and  to  leave 
her  all  power  not  delegated  by  the  Constitution  to 
the  United  States, nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States. 
Treaties  are  in  part  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
and  paramount  to  the  constitution  of  any  State ; 
yet  you  propose  to  violate  the  treaty  with  France 
by  the  means  of  a  State  constitution,  which  is  of 
inferior  obligation  to  a  treaty. 

It  "has  been  urged,  not  indeed  at  this  session,  as 
a  reason  for  violating  the  treaty  with  France,  that 
the  present  Government  of  that  nation  will  not 
insist  on  the  strict  performance  of  its  stipulations. 
Although  the  right  of  the  people  of  Missouri  rests 
on  a  treaty,  the  question  arises  between  them  and 
their  own  government ;  and  it  would  be  consider- 
ed criminal  in  them  to  apply  for  protection  to  any 
other  Government.  But  the  former  sovereign  of 
the  country  has  made  a  stipulation  on  behalf  of 
the  people,  and  to  that  stipulation  we  have  agreed 
in  the  most  solemn  manner.  If  we  do  not  perform 
our  engagements,  we  shall  be  deemed  a  pi'rfidious, 
faithless  nation ;  and  yet  it  has  been  proposed  to 
violate  the  treaty,  because  the  powerful  Monarch 
with  whom  we  made  it  reigns  no  more. 

Will  you  be  unjust,  false,  and  perfidious,  because 
you  are  powerful  ?     Would  it  be  honorable  to  vio- 


•  3  vol.  Laws,  pages  84,  100,  102. 
t  4  vol.  Laws,  pages  96,  98. 
^  3  vol.  Laws,  page  607. 


'  v« 


dt- 


1007 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS, 


1008 


! 


H 


I       ^ 


|I' 


H.  OF  R. 


Admuricn  of  Miswrni. 


January,  ISJiO. 


late  a  treaty  because  those  who  claim  the  benefits. ' 
of  its  provisions  are  our  own  citizens  ?  Should  ' 
the  treaty  with  Spain  be  ratified,  you  will  refuse 
to  pay  your  own  citizens  for  Spanish  spoliations, 
because  Spain,  who  stipulated  on  their  behalf,  is 
not  likely  to  declare  war*a^ainst  you  if  you  do 
not  ?  By  your  Constitution,  a  treaty  is  the  su- 
preme law  of  the  land,  and  paramount  to  the  con- 
stitution which  you  propose  to  force  Missouri  to 
adopt.  You  may,  indeed,  repeal  the  treaty  by  an 
act  of  Congre>s:  but  the  effect  of  a  measure  of 
that  kind  should  be  well  considered.  And  you 
must  repeal  the  treaty  directly  or  by  implication 
before  the  proposed  measure  can  have  the  desired 
effect :  for  the  treaty,  until  it  is  repealed,  is  para- 
mount to  the  imposed  constitution  ;  and  the  judges 
would  sustain  it. 

Beware!    You  have  no  ri^hl  to  Missouri  but  . 
what  the  treaty  gives  you.     The  treaty  gives  you 
Missouri,  on  condition  that  you  secure  the  prop- 
erty of  the  inhabitants,  and  incorporate  them  into 
the  Union  of  the  Unite*!  States,  with  all  the  rii^hts 
of  citizens,  according  to  the  principl»>s  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution,  which  reserves  to  them  all  pow- 
ers not  delegated  by  that  Constitution.     Ifl  receive 
a  deed  on  condition,  I  am  bound  to  perform  the 
condition.      Every  engagement  in  a  treaty  is  a 
condition,  the  breach  of  which  releases  the  other 
party  from  his  engagements.*     Perhaps  they  are  ! 
mistaken  who  suppose  that  the  present  Govern- 
ment of  France  is  deficient  in  spirit  and  honor,  and 
will  not  insist  on  the  observance  of  existing  trea- 
ties made  with  France.     Would  not  England  like 
to  see  France  and  the  United  States  brought  into  ' 
collision?     Would  not  all  Europe  hf  pissed  to  I 
.see  the  power  of  France  interposed  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico  ?     F" ranee  wants  colo- 
nies  and  commerce ;  and  half  the  people  of  Louis- 
iana are  Frenchmen.  ; 
I  have  heard  it  said,  in  relation  to  this  question,  i 
that  if  a  territory  is  conquered,  the  conqueror  may  I 
govern  it  as  he  pleases.     But  you  did  not  conquer 
Louisiana.     You  received  a  deed  of  trust  of  this  ' 
territory  ;  and  if  you  do  not  perform  the  trust,  you 


have  no  title.  It  was  said  at  the  last  session  "  we 
'  purchased  the  territory,  and  had  a  right  to  sell  it ; 
'  therefore  we  may  annex  such  conditions  to  its' 
'  admission  into  the  Union  as  we  please."  It  is 
true  that  you  paid  money  for  the  territory,  but  you 
took  a  conditional  deed,  and  are  bound  by  the  con- 
ditions in  the  deed.  You  have  no  right  to  sell  it 
to  a  foreign  Power ;  for  you  have  bound  yourselves 
to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  in  the  Union  of  the 
United  States,  according  to  the  principles  of  the 
Federal  Constitution.  This  promise  cannot  be 
fulfilled  but  by  admitting  them  as  Stntes ;  for  ter- 
ritories are  not  ''incorporated  in  the  Union  of  the 
States."      The  Constitution    provides  that   "the 

*  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  priv- 
'  ileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several 

*  States."  This  was  intended  for  the  benefit  of 
those  citizens  who  should  remove  from  one  State 
to  another.  The  treaty  provides  that  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Louisiana  shall  be  admitted  "  to  the  enjoy- 

•  Grotiiu.  •  '     - 


ment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immuni- 
ties, ot  citizens  of  the  United  States."  This  pro- 
vision IS  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  traveller  from 
Louisiana  ;  it  is  intended  for  the  inhabitants  of 
Louisiana  in  their  States:  that  they  shall  have 
the  same  rights  in  their  States  that  other  citizens 
ot  the  United  States  have  in  their  States;  conse- 
quently, that  they  shall  possess  the  right  of  self- 
government. 

It  has  been  said,  that  although  by  treaty  we  are 
bound  to  maintain  the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana  in 
their  property  until  they  are  incorporated  in  the 
Union  of  the  United  StateN,  the  stipulation  is  but 
temporary,  and  not  afterwards  obligatory.    It  seems 
therefore  to  be  inferred  that  we  may  take  away 
their  property  after  they  have  been  admitted  into 
the  Union  as  a  State,  although  previously  it  is 
secure.     The  name  of  no  man  can  obtain  respect 
for  such  an  argument.     When  they  shall  be  incor- 
porated into  the  Union  of  the  States,  their  prop- 
erty will  U'  sacred.     Can  these  inhabitants  be 
incorncrated  in  the  Union  of  the  United  States 
and  their  enjovment  of  their  religion,  liberty,  and 
property,  be  afterwards  rendered  insecure  by  Con- 
gress ?     The  great  advocate  for  depriving  them  ol 
their  property  says,  expressly,  "  Congress  have  no 
power  to  prevent  the  free  enjoyment  of  the  Cath- 
olic religion.'*     Then  it  is  equally  certain  that 
Congress  have  no  power  to  prevent  the  free  en- 
joyment of  property  ;  for  religion  and  property  are 
alike  secured  to  them  by  the  same  clau.se  of  the 
treaty,  and  by  those  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
which  declare  that  Congress  shall  make  no  law 
respecting  an  establishment  of  religion  ;  that  pror>- 
\  erty  shall  not  be  taken  for  public  use  without  just 
compensation;   and  that  which  declares  that  all 
power  not  delegated  is  reserved  to  the  States  and 
the  people      What  forms  the  Union  of  the  United 
btates  ?     The  Constitution.     Then,  to  become  in- 
corporated in  the  Union  of  the  United  States,  is  to 
become  a  party  to  the  Constitution— entitled  to  all 
the  rights  and  privileges  which  it  confers,  and  lia- 
ble to  all  the  duties  which  it  imposes. 

It  has  been  said,  that  Congress  alone  are  to  judee 
of  the  expediency  of  admitting  a  State.  If  that 
was  conceded,  it  would  not  follow  that  they  should 
have  power  Xorazet  a  State-making  a  new  clas^ 
by  depriving  the  admitted  State  of  equal  rights  h 
might  justify  the  refusal  of  Congress  to  admit  the 
new  State  :  but  (>)ngress  have  sanctioned  the 
treaty -executed  it,  in  part  — by  admitting  one 
State,  and  selling  the  ceded  lands.  The  expedi- 
ency o»  the  incorporation  should  have  been  con- 
sidered before  Congress  sanctioned  the  treaty.  It 
IS  now  too  late.  The  faith  of  the  nation  is  pledged 
irrevocably,  and  so  is  the  faith  of  Congress.  ' 

1  ou  have  not  only  pledged  the  public  faith  to 
i'  ranee  and  the  people  of  Louisiana,  but  you  hare 
made  stipulation  with  the  emigrants  to  that  coun- 
try, those  emigrants  being  mostly  slaveholders  :  for 
you  have  invited  the  slaveholders  to  go  to  Missouri 
by  freely  admitting  their  slaves,  which  you  ex- 
cluded from  the  Territories  of  Indiana  and  Illinoifl 
\  ou  have  said  in  your  laws  to  those  emigrants  from 
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the  Southern  States,  ''  no  man  shall  be  deprired 
'  of  his  life,  liberty,  or  property,  but  by  the  judg- 
'  ment  of  his  peers,  and  the  law  of  the  land.  If 
'  the  public  exigencies  make  it  necessary,  for  the 
'  common  preservation,  to  take  the  property  of  any 
*  person,  or  to  demand  his  particular  services,  full 
'  compensation  shall  be  made  for  the  same." 

It  is  said,  you  have  made  conditions  with  Louis- 
iana, and  it  is  contended  that  you  may  make  con- 
ditions with  Missouri.  If  you  made  conditions 
with  Louisiana  that  you  hail  no  right  to  demand, 
that  will  not  prove  that  you  have  a  right  to  make 
any  condition  you  please  with  Missouri.  Let  us 
examine  those  conditions.  The  first  was  a  re- 
publican form  of  government.  A  good  condition, 
because  agreeable  to  the  Constitution.  The  second, 
for  religious  liberty.  This  condition  is  supposed 
to  be  void,  and  that  the  people  of  Louisiana  may 
require  their  officers  to  acknowledge  a  future  state 
of  rewards  and  punishments,  as  in  Pennsylvania  ; 
or  to  be  Christians,  as  in  Maryland,  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  Massachusetts  ;  or  to  be  Protestants,  as 
in  New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  North  Carolina.  A 
third  that  the  judicial  proceedings  shall  be  in  the 
languageof  the  judicial  and  legislative  proceedings 
of  the  United  States.  This  they  would  not  submit 
to;  but  they  agreed  to  use  the  language  in  which  the 
Constitution  is  written.  I  suppose  the  condition 
is  void,  and  that  they  may  keep  their  records  in 
any  other  language  when  they  please.  A  fourth 
condition  respects  the  public  lands.  This  is  use- 
less. We  have  power  to  enact  needful  regulations 
on  that  subject ;  and  do  not  depend  on  the  con- 
stitution of  Louisiana  for  any  of  our  powers.  A 
fifth  condition  is  for  the  navigation  of  the  river 
Mississippi,  toll  free.  This  they  rejected  ;  but  you 
declared  it  a  condition  yii  their  admission.  The 
right  depends  not  on  your  declaration  ;  it  depends 
on  the  law  of  nations,  on  former  treaties,  and  on 
the  power  of  Congress  to  regulate  commerce. 
Suppose  that  they  should  impose  toll  on  the  navi- 
gation of  the  river  ;  will  you  expel  them  from  the 
Unioii  ?     I  presume  that  you  will  not. 

I  trust  that   the  only  inquiry  that  this  Govern- 
ment will  make  in  relation  to  the  treaty  with 
France,  is,  what   have  we  engaged  to  perform? 
It  will  never  condescend   to  inquire,  what  is  the 
penalty  if  we  violate  our  faith,  and  who  will  en- 
force It  ?     Shall  we,  at  the  moment  when   our 
Envoy  at  the  Court  of  Spain  proclaims  aloud, 
that  this  (Jovemment  will  punish  perfidy,  violate 
our  faith  pledged  to  France,  because,  as  the  great 
Napoleon  no  longer  reigns,  we  expect  the  viola- 
tion might  pass  unpunished  ?     I  hope  we  are  not 
thus  perfidiously  to  imitate  Punic  faith,  by  ''  pal- 
tering" with  our  engagements.     When  the  future 
historian  shall  speak  of  your  conduct  and  that  of  i 
Ferdinand,  he  will  say,  *'  Ferdinand,  in  refusing  to 
ratify  the  treaty  negotiated  with  the  United  States,  ; 
preferred  the  chance  of  war,  and  the  risk  of  all  i 
his  foreign  possessions,  to  a  violation  of  his  faith 
pledged  to  three  of  his  own  subjects  ;  but  the  Uni- 
ted  States  violated  a  treaty  ratified  by  the  Presi-  j 
dent  and   Senate,  and   confirmed   by   Congr^is, 
thereby  depriving  their  own  citizens  of  their  pro-  I 
perty  to  an  immense  amount,  consoling  themselves  I 


with  the  expectation  that  France  would  allow 
their  perfidy  to  pass  unpunished."  Such  will  be 
his  testimony  ;  and  the  judgment  of  posterity  will 
condemn  you. 

I  will  next  examine  the  justice  of  the  proposed 
measure.  It  is  a  principle  of  the  Constitution  that 
no  advantage  shall  be  given  to  some  of  the  States 
over  others.  It  was  with  a  view  to  prevent  par- 
tiality, that  it  was  provided  by  the  Constitytion 
that  import  duties  should  be  uniform,  and  that  no 
export  duties  should  be  laid;  that  dir<ct  taxet^ 
should  be  laid  according  to  the  census;  and  that 
no  preference  should  be  given  to  the  ports  of  any 
State.  It  is  a  sacred  duty  of  Congress  to  do  equal 
and  impartial  justice  to  every  part  of  the  Union. 

Taxes  may  be  laid  to  promote  the  general  wel- 
fare of  the  United  States.  If  Sl5,(HX<,0tK)  of  the 
money  raised  by  taxes  paid  by  the  whole  people, 
are  appropriated  to  purchase  a  territory,  is  it  just 
to  exclude  therefrom  the  inhabitants  of  a  part  of 
the  States?  The  inhabitants  of  the  slaveholding 
States  being  slaveholders,  you  exclude  them,  if 
you  exclude  their  slaves,  as  effectually  a.s  you 
would  exclude  married  men  by  a  law  that  children 
and  married  women  should  not  come  into  the  ter- 
ritory. If  you  had  power  to  enact  such  a  law,  the 
inequality  of  its  operation  should  deter  you  from 
passing  an  act  so  partial  and  unjust. 

Shall  the  slaveholders  be  declared  incapable  of 
holding  any  share  of  the  territory  purchased  with 
the  money  of  the  whole  people?  Have  they  not 
contributed  their  full  proportion  of  the  money  paid 
for  the  territory?  By  such  a  measure  you  will 
deprive  the  Southern  people  of  an  equal  privilege, 
that  of  taking  with  them  their  families.  Will 
you  compel  the  citizen  of  Kentucky,  the  wants  of 
who.se  cnildren  require  more  lands,  when  he  is 
about  to  remove  to  Missouri,  to  sell  the  nurse  who 
has  fed  his  children  from  her  breast,  the  faithful 
man  who  has  long  attended  on  his  ptTson,  the 
maids  of  his  wife  and  daughters,  and  the  little 
children  horn  in  his  family,  before  he  can  remove 
to  the  country  of  his  choice?  Yes;  this  you  pro- 
pose to  do;  yet  talk  of  your  humanity  I  We  are 
told,  with  unfeeling  apathy,  by  the  great  advocate 
of  the  measure  under  consideration,  that  "the 
slaves  owned  by  the  inhabitants  might  be  sent  for 
sale  into  States  where  slavery  exists." 

So  far  as  the  proposed  measure  may  affect  Vir- 
ginia, it  will  be  an  unworthy  return  for  the  most 
generous  liberality.  A  large  portion  of  the  coun- 
try north  of  Ohio  was  within  ner  chartered  limits. 
Alone  and  unaided  she  conquered  it  from  the 
common  enemy.  She  ceded  it  tO  the  United 
States  for  the  common  benefit,  without  any  equiv- 
alent. She  submitted  to  a  regulation  as  unjust  as 
it  was  unauthorized,  by  wjiich  almost  the  whole 
of  her  population  were  excluded  from  that  tine 
country,  once  their  own.  And  now,  after  she  has 
paid  her  full  proportion  of  the  price  of  another 
country,  it  is  proposed  to  exclude  the  people  from 
that  also. 

The  plan  of  our  opponents  seems  to  be  to  con- 
fine the  slave  population  to  the  Southern  States; 
to  the  countries  where  sugar,  cotton,  and  tobacco, 
are  cultivated;  and  this  under  pretence  of  human- 
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ity  to  the  blacks.  But  do  you  not  perceive,  sir, 
that  by  confining  the  slaves  to  a  part  of  the  coun- 
try where  the  crops  are  raised  for  exportation,  and 
bread  and  meat  are  purchased,  that  you  doom 
them  to  scarcity  and  hunger?  Is  it  not  obvious 
that  the  way  to  render  the  situation  of  those  peo- 
ple more  comfortable  is  to  allow  them  to  be  taken 
to  those  parts  of  the  country  where  bread  and 
meat  are  produced  in  profusion,  with  little  labor, 
and  where,  consequenily,  there  is  not  the  same 
motive  to  force  the  slaves  to  incessant  toil,  that 
there  is  in  the  countries  where  cotton,  sugar,  and 
tobacco  are  raised  for  exportation. 

It  is  proposed  to  hern  in  the  blacks  in  a  sterile 
country,  where  they  are  hard  worked  and  ill  fed, 
that  they  may  be  rendered  unproductive,  and  their 
race  prevented  from  increasing.  Yet  in  recom- 
mending the  utility  of  this  measure  in  diminishing 
the  number  of  the  negroes,  occasion  is  taken  to 
declaim  against  slavery,  and  to  irritate  the  slaves 
against  their  masters;  those  very  masters  who  are 
desirous  to  improve  the  condition  of  their  slaves, 
bv  removing  them  to  the  fertile  and  extensive 
plains  of  the  West. 

The  proposed  measure,  recommended  under  the 
mask  of  humanity,  would  be  extreme  cruelty  to 
the  blacks.     You  would  not  only  doom  them  to 
scarcity  and  hard  labor,  but,  by  confining  them  to 
a  particular  district,  where  their  numbers  will  be 
formidable,  you  will  cause  their  chains  to  be  ren- 
dered more  weighty.     The  Southern  people,  see- 
ing that  they  must  rely  on  themselves  for  safety, 
will,  if  they  liave  common  prudence,  take  precau 
tions  for  their  security.     Already  the  slaves  expe- 
rience the  effects  of  your  intermeddling  with  their 
situation.     Since  the  incendiary  speeches  of  the  • 
last  session,  Georgia  has  put  a  stop  to  manumis-  ' 
sion,*  and  North  Carolina  has  essayed  to  put  a  , 
stop  to  instruction. 

If  you  are  truly -^sirous  that  the  slaves  shall  be 
treated  with  humanity,  let  them  be  as  much  as 
possible  dispersed.  Tne  smaller  their  number  in 
any  district,  the  better  will  be  their  situation.  It  , 
IS  well  known  that  those  farmers  who  have  only 
two  or  three  slaves,  feed,  clothe,  and  govern  them 
as  they  do  their  children ;  while  those  of  the  great 
proprietors  are  not  so  well  fed  or  clothed,  more 
restrained,  and  more  constantly  engaged  in  labor. 
If,  instead  of  favoring  the  dispersion  of  the  slaves, 
a  measure  truly  dictated  by  humanity,  you  confine 
them  to  the  States  wherein  they  now  are,  you  will  , 
be  as  cruel  as  him  who,  when  besieging  an  enemy's 
city,  fired  upon  the  women  and  children  who  at- 
tempted to  come  out,  that,  thereby,  he  might  occa-  [ 
sion  a  famine  in  the  city  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  will  next  con?;ider  the  effect  which  the  pro-  . 
posed  measure  may  have  upon  the  safety  of  the  ' 
community-     There  were  in  the  Unitetl  States,  at 
the  taking  of  the  last  census,  of  free  whites  5,765,- 
000,  of  slaves  1,165,000,  or  about  one  slave  to  five 
free  whites.     There  were  of  (rev  blacks  181,000, 

•This  law,  noticed  in  the  newspapers  of  1819,  ig 
said  to  have  passed  before  the  debate  alluded  to.  It 
prohibits  emancipation,  except  by  the  Legislature  or 
the  consent  of  the  master. 


making  the  whole  number  of  the  blacks  about 
1,346,000,  there  being  more  than  four  whites  to 
one  black.     Now,  it  is  apparent  that,  were  these 
people  equally  disfiersed  in  every  district,  county, 
and  towji,  of  every  State,  there  would  be  no  dan- 
ger from  any  insurrectional  movement  by  them  in 
any  part  of  the  United  States.     Ek]ual  dispersion 
would  produce  not  only  an  increase  of  comfort  to 
the  slaves,  but  also  perfect  securjfity  to  the  whites. 
Let  us  suppose  that,  instead  of  being  dispersed 
j  through  ten  of  the  States,  as  they  now  are,  that 
!  the  slaves  were  all  collected  in  Virgmia  ;  that  Slate 
i  would  then  have — whites55l,0<)0,  blacks  1,346,000. 
j  or  about  five  blacks  to  two  whites.     What  would 
be  the  consequence  1   Let  Saint  Domingo  answer. 
I  But  Virginia  has  actuallv  39"J,00(>  slaves,  or  about 
j  eight  slaves  to  eleven  wnite  persons.     She  is  yet 
!  safe,  if  her  legislators  have  foresight,  decision,  and 
firmness.     And  1   hope  it   will  never  be  .said  of 
Virginia,  "  Died  Abuer  as  a  fool  dieth  :  thy  hands 
were  not  bound,  nor  thy  feet  put  into  fetters." 
As  equal  dispersion  of  the  slaves  would  be  per- 
I  feet  security,  and  concentration  of  them  in  a  single 
'  State  would  be  probable  destruction,  what  may  bo 
,  said  of  the  policy  of  the  amendment  on  your  table, 
which  projKjses  to  return  upon  the  old  Stales,  or 
I  throw  into  Mississippi  and  Louisiana,  where  they 
are  already  loo  numerous,  ten  thousand  slaves  from 
Mis.souri.     It  is  evident  that  the  more  you  concen- 
trate them,  the  greater  the  danger ;  the  more  you 
disperse  them,  the  greater  the  safety.     Where  the 
proportion  of  the  slaves  to  the  free  persons  is  too 
great,  it  ought,  by  all  just  means,  to  be  lessened. 

Dispersion  is  the  true  policy  to  pursue  towards 
a  distinct  people,  whose  numbers  in  any  part  of 
I  an  empire  endanger  its  peace.  Thus  Saliimnazer 
dispersed  the  Israelites  throughout  his  empire;  and 
,  Vespasian,  Adrian,  and  Constantine.  dispersal  the 
Jews.  It  was  good  policy  in-  Valeus  to  disperse 
the  children  of  the  f  Joths,  m  Asia.  So  in  our  own 
times,  the  British,  findmg  that  ihf  Maroous  were 
dangerous  in  Jamaica,  transjKjfted  them  to  Nova 
Scotia.  Suppose  that  fifty  thousaud  prisoners  had 
been  taken  in  the  late  war,  would  you  have  deemed 
it  safe  to  have  cantoned  the  whole  of  them  in  Ver- 
mont .'  Or  would  you  not  have  dispersed  them 
through  several  of  the  Stales  i  Doubtless  you 
would  have  dispersed  them.  And  for  the  same 
reason  you  should  disperse  the  slaves. 

In  legislating  with  a  view  to  the  good  of  the 
whole  community,  you  should  favor  the  dispersion 
of  this  people  as  much  as  possible ;  and  if  you 
take  no  >tep  fur  that  purpose,  at  least  place  no  ob- 
stacle in  the  way  of  those  who  are  willing  to  re- 
ceive them  from  us.  As  the  proportion  of  the 
slaves  to  the  whites  is  increased  above  a  certain 
ratio,  st)  is  the  State  weakened.  Tennef>see  or 
Missouri  are  not  weakened  by  the  slave  population, 
in  their  ability  to  repel  a  savage  foe,  or  any  foe 
that  can  appear  in  the  West ;  but  the  Southern 
States  are  weakened  in  their  ability  to  repel  an 
invading  enemy,  who  should  pursue  the  policy  of 
Clinton,  Howe,  and^Dunmore.  If  you  encourage 
the  Southern  whites,  who  are  not  slaveholders  to 
emigrate,  but  prevent  the  emigration  of  slave- 
holders, with  their  slaves,  you  change  the  propor- 
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tiun  of  the  bUcks  and  whites,  and  weaken  the 
weakest  parts  of  the  Union. 

Although  Virginia  has  a  greater  proportion  of 
slaves  than  any  State  in  the  Union,  except  Lou- 
isiana, yet,  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  *he  is  liable 
to  no  reproach.  In  htr  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence, which  preceded  that  of  the  United  States 
two  mouths,  she  cliarged  the  British  King  with 
an  inhuman  use  of  his  negative^  in  not  suflfering 
her,  while  a  colony,  to  pvt  an  end  to  the  slave 
trade.  She  did  put  a  stop  to  the  slave  trade  dur- 
ing the  Revolution.  In  the  convention  of  1787, 
while  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  and  Con- 
necticut, united  with  Maryland  and  the  Southern 
States,  to  continue  the  slave  trade  for  twenty  years, 
Virginia  united  with  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
and  Delaware,  to  put  an  immediate  end  to  it ;  but 
was  unsuccessful.*  The  offence  of  kidnapping  is 
one  of  the  few  offences  for  which  the  mild  code  of 
Virginia  provides  the  punishment  of  death  ;t  while 
Pennsylvania,  as  her  Governor  aDlrms,  punishes 
that  crrme  with  greater  lenity  than  the  offence  of 
horse  stealing.^  Virginia,  indeed,  keeps  the  blacks 
in  a  state  of  jierpetual  minority,  because  justice  to 
her  citizens  and  the  safety  of  the  community  re- 
quire it.  And  whatever  tne  safely  of  the  commu- 
nity requires  is  right  and  lawful. 

The  tendency  of  the  proposition  to  create  jeal- 
ousies between  the  States,  deserves  serious  consid- 
eration. It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  sacred  duty  of 
those  who  govern  this  nation,  to  guard  against 
every  cause  of  division  with  the  utmost  care,  and 
to  practice  forbearance.  The  Constitution  was 
formed  in  a  spirit  of  concession  ;  and  it  has  been, 
and  will  l)e,  neces.sary  to  administer  it  in  the  same 
spirit.  Thf  people  of  the  South  deem  the  pro- 
{X)sod  measure  a  serious  wrong.  That  circum- 
stance alone  should  be  a  sufficient  objection  to  any 
measure  which  cannot  be  shown  to  be  essential  to 
the  preservation  of  the  community.  In  the  effects 
of  the  embargo  we  have  .seen  how  impolitic  it  is 
to  adopt  a  measure  against  the  general  opposition 
of  a  large  section  of  the  country.  We  saw  that 
measure  repealed  for  want  of  power  to  enforce  it; 
but  not  until  it  had  produced  extensive  disaffec- 
tion, which,  in  the  last  war,  paralyzed  the  right 
arm  of  the  United  States,  and  led  to  that  conven- 
tion, which  is  now  the  subject  of  universal  regret. 

You  are  about  to  prove  to  the  Southern  and 
Western  people  that  their  property  and  their  lives 
are  un.safe  under  your  Government ;  that  you  mean 
to  violate  their  claim  of  a  right  to  make  laws  for 
themselves.  It  will  not  be  good  policy  to  con- 
vince the  Southern  and  Western  people  of  this. 
Are  you  certain  that  injustice  cannot  have  the 
effect  of  breaking  the  bands  of  the  Union  ?  Doubt- 
less they  are  strong ;  bat  the  attachment  to  life, 
> 

•  See  Journal  of  Convention,  pages  291  and  292. 

t  Such  was  the  law  of  1792.  The  late  revisal  is  not 
to  be  had  here. 

I  Extract  from  the  Masagc  of  the  Governor  of  Pean- 
aylvania,  December  11,  1819. 

"  It  is  a  melancholy  fact,  that  our  laws  regard  the 
stealing  of  a  horse  a  more  heinous  offence  than  that 
of  stealing  a  man." 


property,  and  the  rights  of  freemen,  is  stronger. 
The  Slates  who  hold  slaves  cannot  consent  tnat 
any  State  shall  surrender  to  this  Government 
power  over  that  description  of  property.  Its  value 
amounts  to  five  hundred  millions  of  dollars.  Power 
over  it  has  not  been  granted  to  this  Government 
for  any  purpose,  except  that  of  taxation  ;  nor  can 
power  over  it  be  obtained  by  the  concession  of 
particular  States,  or  otherwise  than  by  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution. 

Every  State  is  interested  that  every  other  State 
shall  preserve  its  rights.  The  States  should  pos- 
sess the  same  rights,  so  that  the  invasion  of  tke 
rights  of  one  should  be  the  invasion  of  the  rights 
of  all.  You  will  unite  in  opposition  ten  of  the 
States;  you  will  form  local  parties,  the  most  dan- 
gerous of  all  parties  ;  you  will  unite  the  State  gov- 
ernments, defending  Stale  rights,  to  the  j>eople, 
defending  their  property  to  the  amount  of  nvc 
hundred  millions.  Louisiana,  bt-ing  equally  in- 
terested in  the  construction  of  the  treaty,  must 
make  common  cause  with  Missouri,  and  the  other 
hiaveholding  Slates  may  make  common  cause 
with  them. 

If  you  let  the  people  of  Missouri  alone  to  exer- 
cise the  right  of  self-government,  as  it  is  exercised 
by  the  people  of  the  other  States,  perhaps  they 
may  of  themselves  exclude  slavery.  If  such  is  their 
sovereign  will  and  pleasure,  be  it  so.  Let  the  will 
of  the  people  be  done.  But  if  you  attempt  to  force 
your  own  will  upon  them,  perhaps  they  may  know 
and  duly  appreciate  their  rights.  Then  they  will 
not  give  up  the  sacred  right  of  self-government. 
The  people  who  have  not  a  right  to  legislate  for 
themselves  are  not  free.  They  do  not  enjoy  a  re- 
publican form  of  government.  It  would  be  an 
event  to  be  lamented  if  any  portion  of  this  free 
people  should  give  up  their  Constitutional  rights. 

This  proposition  is  hostile  to  the  Western  coun- 
try. It  tends  to  retard  the  population  of  Missouri, 
and  to  put  off  the  lime  when  other  Western  States 
shall  come  into  the  Union.  Let  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Illinois,  remember  what  portion  of  the  Union 
is  that  which  has  uniformly  favored  the  growth 
and  prosperity  of  the  Western  country.  *  Let 
ihcm  remember  what  portion  of  the  Union  is  that 
which  was  for  giving  up  the  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi  to  Spain,  f    Whence  came  the  politi- 


•  Debates  of  the  Convention  of  Virginia,  2d  volume, 
p.  131.  "  My  honorable  friend  gave  a  very  just  ac- 
count of  it  when  he  said  that  the  Southern  States 
were  on  their  guard,  and  opposed  every  measure  tend- 
ing to  relinquish  or  waive  that  valuable  right,  [the 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi.]  They  would  not  agree 
to  negotiate,  but  on  condition  that  no  proposition 
whatever  should  be  made  to  surrender  that  great 
right" 

t  Same  debates,  p.  128.  "A  similar  commis8i«n 
was  given  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  Foreign 
Affairs  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  with  these 
ultimatsr;'^'  That  be  enter  into  no  treaty,  compact,  or 
convention  whatever,  with  the  said  representative  of 
Spain,  which  did  not  stipulate  our  right  to  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  boundaries  as  es- 
tablished in  our  treaty  with  Great  Britain." 
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cian  who  solicited  power  to  cede  the  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi  to  Spam?  From  New  York.* 
[The  Chairman  (Mr.  Baldwin)  decided  that 
these  remarks  were  not  in  order,  being  inapplica- 
ble to  the  subject  before  the  Committee.  Mr.  S. 
appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair.  Mr. 
Clay  (the  Speaker)  made  some  remarks  in  favor 
of  allowing  considerable  latitude  m  the  debate. 
The  question  was  not  put,  and  Mr.  Smyth  pro- 
ceeded.] Who  opposed  the  admission  of  the  State 
of  lUmois  into  the  Union?  An  honorable  mem- 
ber from  New  York,  j  Who  opposed  the  admis- 
sion of  the  State  of  Alabama  into  the  Union  ?  An 
honorable  member  from  New  York.  J  And  who 
has  proposed  a  measure  calculated  to  impede  the 
growth  of  Missoirfi,  or  to  prevent  her  admission 
mto  the  Union?  An  honorable  member  from 
New  York.  §  Sir,  there  seems  to  be  more  in 
all  this  than  meets  the  eye.  At  the  time  of  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  it  was  said  of  the 
Eastern  States,  their  language  has  been,  ''  Let  us 
'  prevent  any  new  States  from  rising  in  the  West- 
'  ern  world,  or  they  will  out-vote  "us.  We  will 
'  lose  our  importance,  and  become  as  nothintr  in 
'  the  scale  of  nations."  This  policy  seems  now 
to  actuate  some  gentlemen  of  New  York.  Per- 
haps the  politicians  of  that  State  see  in  the  city  of 
New  Orleans  a  rising  rival  to  their  great  empo- 
rium. Perhaps  they  see  in  the  Mississippi  and  its 
tributary  streams,  the  rival  of  the  navigation  of 
the  North  river,  the  grand  canal,  and  the  Lakes. 
Perhaps  they  see  in  Missouri  the  very  State  which, 
at  no  distant  day,  may  balance  the  great  Eastern 
State.  If  they  see  all  this,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
they  are  desirous  to  keep  down  the  rising  power  of 
the  West. 

An  object  which,  as  has  been  avowed,  this  mea- 
sure is  intended  ultimately  to  effect,  and  which  it 
will  in  part  effect,  demands  particular  attention. 
That  object  is  the  manumission  of  the  blacks, 
without  either  dispersing  or  colonizing  them,  to  bt- 
effected  by  cooping  them  up  in  narrow  bounds, 
until  their  increasing  numbers,  combined  with 
scarcity  and  hunger,  shall  render  it  necessary  to 
manumit  them,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  rid  of 
them.  Let  us  inquire  whether  this  object  would 
promote  the  welfare  of  the  community.  Suppose 
that  the  slaveholding  States  were  at  once  to  eman- 
cipate their  slaves,  and  increase  the  free  black 
population  to  the  number  of  two  millions ;  let  us 
inquire  what  kind  of  citizens  they  are  like  to  be- 
come, il     The    historian,    Edwards,    says :    The 

P.  129.  "  The  delegates  of  the  seven  easternmost 
Slates  voted  that  the  ultimata  in  the  Secretary's  in- 
stractions  be  repealed." 

■•  Sarae  debates,  p.  129.  ••  We  were  greatly  sur- 
prised that  it  [a  treaty  of  commerce]  should  form  the 
principal  object  of  the  project,  and  that  a  partial  or 
temporary  sacrifice  of  that  interest,  for  the  advance- 
ment of  which  the  negotiation  was  set  on  foot,  should 
be  the  consideration  proposed  to  be  given  for  it.  But 
the  honorable  Secretary  (Mr.  Jay)  urged  that  it  was 
necessary  to  stand  well  with  Spain,"  Ac. 

t  Mr.  Tallmadge.     See  Journal,  fur  the  vote. 
♦:t  Mr.  Taylor.  §  The  same. 

I  History  West  Indies,  vol.  4,  p.  1»7. 
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'  Charaibes  of  St.  Vincent^  and  the  Maroon  ne- 
'  grops  of  Jamaica,  were  originally  enslaved  Afri- 
'  can* ;  and  what  they  now  are,  the  freed  negroes 
'  of  St.  Domingo  will  hereafter  be— savages  in 
'  the  midst  of  society,    without   peace,   security, 
'  agriculture,  or  property— ignorant  of  the  duties 
'of  life,  and  unacquainted  with  all   the  soft  and 
'  endearing  relations  which  render  it  desirable — 
'  averse  to  labor,  though  frequently  perishing  of 
'  want— suspicious  of  each,  other,  and  towards  the 
'  rest  of  mankind  revengefol  and  faithless,  remorse- 
'  less  and  bloody  minded — pretending  to  be  free 
'  while  groaning  beneath  the  capricious  despotism 
•  of  their  chiefs,  and  feeling  all   the  miseries  of 
'  servitude,  without  the  benefits  of  subordination.'' 
That   distinguished    political   philosopher,    John 
Taylor  of  Caroline,  is  well  acquainted  with  the 
free  blacks  of  Virginia,  and  thus  gives  their  char- 
acter:* "A   free  negro  and   mulatto  class  live 
'  upon  agriculture  as  agents  of  brokers,  for  dispos- 
'  ing  of  stolen  products.     The  situation  of  the  free 
'  negro  class  is  exactly  calculated  to  force  it  into 
'  every  species  of  vice.     Cut  off  from  most  of  the 
'  rights  of  citizens,  and  from  all  the  allowances  of 
'  slaves,  it  is  driven  into  every  species  of  crime  for 
'subsistence;  and  destined   to  a  life  of  idleness, 
'  anxiety,   and   guilt.     The  slaves   more  widely 
'  share  in  its  guilt  than  in  its  fraudulent  acquisi- 
'  tioos.     They  owe  to  it  the  perpetual  pain  of  re- 
'  pining  at  their  own  condition,  by  having  an  ob- 
'  ject  of  comparison  before  their  eye.s  magnified 
'  by  its  idleness,  and  thefts,  with  impunity,  into  a 
'  temptation  the  most  alluring  to  slaves ;  and  will 
'  eventually  owe  to  it  the  consequences  of  their 
'  insurrections.     The  whites  will  reap  also  a  har- 
'  vest  of  consequences  from  the  free  negro  class, 
^  '  and,  throughout  all  their  degrees  of  rank,  suffer 
'  much  in  their  morals  from  the  two  kinds  of  in- 
'  tercourse  maintained  with  it.     If  vice  is  misery, 
'  this  middle  class  is  undoubtedly  placed  in  a  state 
'  of  misery  itself,  and  contributes  greativ  to  that 
^  of  the  other  two." 

It  would  seem  that  the  situation  of  the  blacki 
would  not  be  improved,  and  that  the  state  of  so- 
ciety and  the  public  interest  would  be  greatly  in- 
jured by  this  emancipation,  should  it  take  place. 
But  perhaps  it  will  be  said  that  a  partial  and  gra- 
dual emancipation  is  what  is  sought  for.  If  a  total 
emancipation  would  be  a  great  evil,  a  partial 
emancipation  would  be  a  lesser  evil.  That  such 
partial  emancipation  is  an  evil,  Colonel  Taylor,  in 
the  work  I  have  quoted,  has  clearly  proved. 

What  would  be  the  effect  produced  on  the  peace 
and  happiness  of  the  United  States  were  there  in 
them  two  races  of  people,  free  and  equal,  averse  to 
mingling— one  viewing  the  other  with  contempt 
and  scorn,  the  other  regarding  those  who  despised 
them  with  hatred  and  revenge?  History  affords 
some  cases  where,  from  difference  of  religion  only, 
or  of  religion  and  descent,  two  people  residing  in 
the  same  country  were  utterly  averse  to  each  other. 
Such  a  case  has  generally  produced  conspiracies, 


•  In  his  work  entitled  "  Arator,"  which  no  Ameri- 
can farmer,  planter,  or  poUlirian.  should  be  without. 


1017 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


/ 


I 


1018 


January,  1820. 


AdmiMum  of  Missouri. 


H.  orR. 


massacres,  and  wars,  until  one  of  the  two  people 
were  either  expelled  or  exterminated. 

Thus,  in  the  reign  of  .\ero,  the  Jews  and  Syri- 
ans alternately  conspired  against  and  massacred 
each  other,  without  distinction  or  mercy.  In  the 
reign  of  Trajan,  the  same  Jews  butchered  half  a 
miUion  of  people  in  the  provinces  of  Cyprus  and 
Cyrene;  they  ate  their  flesh,  drank  their  blood, 
and  made  girdles  of  their  intestines.  They  re- 
volted under  Adrian,  who  killed  six  hundred  thou- 
sand of  them,  and  dispersed  the  residue.  They 
revolted  under  Constantine,  who  cropped  their 
ears,  branded  their  bodies,  dispersed  and  sold  them 
as  slaves. 

The  history  of  Spain  furnishes  a  case  well 
worthy  of  consideration.  There  dwelt  two  people, 
the  one  descended  from  the  Goths,  the  other  from 
the  Arabs,  differing  in  complexion  as  well  as  reli- 
gion. They  warred  against  each  other  during 
eight  centuries;  and  this  struggle  terminated  in 
the  expulsion  of  one  of  the  people.  It  was  at  the 
close  of  a  similar  contest  that  the  Auritae,  many 
centuries  before,  were  expelled  from  Egypt  and 
driven  into  Palestine.  At  a  period  still  niore  re- 
mote, the  yellow  Hindoos  were  expelled  from  In- 
dia by  a  people  of  a  different  complexion. 

About  the  year  37S,  the  Romans  deemed  it  ne- 
cessary to  adopt  the  cruel  expedient  of  massacreing 
two  hundred  thousand  Goths,  dispersed  in  the  cities 
of  Asia.  If  wc  descend  toward  modern  limes,  wc 
find,  in  1002,  the  Danes  residing  in  England  were 
massacred  by  the  English  ;  and,  in  1641,  the  Eng- 
lish residing  in  Ireland  were  massacred  by  the 
Irish.  Yet  these  were  people  who  might  have 
commingled  without  the  one  staining  the  other's 
blood. 

We  find  that  in  the  West  Indies  neither  the 
whites  and  mulattoes,  nor  the  negroes  and  inulat- 
toes,  can  unite  and  live  together  in  the  same  coun- 
try in  peace  and  friendship.  Iligaud,  the  mulatto 
chief,  declared  that  no  peace  would  be  permanent 
until  one  class  of  people  (the  whites  or  mulattoes) 
had  exterminated  the  other;  and  Toussaint  L'Ou- 
verlure,  the  necro  chief,  declared  his  intention  not 
to  leave  a  mulatto  man  alive  in  the  country.* 
The  whites  have  been  exterminated,  and  the  ne- 
groes and  mulattoes  have  formed  distinct  and  hos- 
tile communities. 

Suppose  that  a  general  emancipation  was  to 
take  place,  and  the  two  people  were  to  commingle, 
what  would  be  the  effect  on  the  character  of  your 
country  throughout  the  civilized  world  ?  Would 
you  be  willing  that  your  nation  should  become  a 
nation  of  mulattoes,  and  be  considered  on  a  level 
with  Hayti  ?  Are  the  two  races  really  equal  ?  If 
•o,  how  IS  it  that  the  race  of  whites  has  produced 
so  many  civilized  nations  in  ancient  and  modern 
times,  and  the  race  of  African  negroes  not  one? 

The  claims  already  made  by  the  manumitted 
negroes  in  our  country  are  really  worthy  of  obser- 
vation. They  object  with  disdain  to  the  plan  of 
the  Colonization  Society  for  settling  the  free  blacks 
in  Africa.  The  plan,  say  they,  is  calculated  to 
perpetuate  slavery  in   the  United  Stales.     They 

•  Edwards's  West  Indie*,  vol.  4,  p.  &2,  232. 


claim  that  the  slaves  shall  be  emancipated,  and 
remain  in  the  country ;  that  they  and  their  pos- 
terity shall  constitute  a  portion  of  the  sovereign 
American  people.* 

Sir,  it  is  necessary  that  every  Constitutional  ef- 
fort shall  be  made,  both  by  the  General  and  State 
Governments,  to  effect  the  future  peace  of  the  two 
people.  Let  the  ocean  divide  them.  Let  all  ex- 
cept the  full-blooded  negro  slave  be  colonized  im- 
mediately, or  with  the  least  possible  delay.  Restore 
the  original  distinction,  and  let  no  middle  ca.ste  re- 
main in  the  country.  Let  the  enslaved  blacks  be 
dispersed  as  much  as  po.ssible  ;  their  situation  will 
become  more  comfortable,  and  their  chance  of 
being  emancipated  will  become  greater  ;  and,  as 
they  are  emancipated,  let  them  be  immediately  sent 
to  the  colony.  For  these  purposes,  let  there  be  a 
rich  colonization  fund.  You  have  a  right  to  raise 
money  to  provide  for  the  general  welfare;  and  by 
no  appropriation  of  money  that  you  can  make 
would  you  more  promote  the  general  welfare. 

As  the  emancipation  of  the  present  race  of  blacks 
in  this  country  cannot  be  effected,  the  tendency  of 
the  popular  meetings,  resolutions,  pamphlets,  and 
newspaper  publications,  respecting  this  question, 
merit  notice  and  exposition.  The  philosophers,  the 
abolition  societies,  and  societies  of  friends  to  the 
negroes,  in  Europe,  who  were  not  at  all  interested 
in  negro  slavery  themselves,  produced  the  catas- 
trophe of  St.  Domingo.  The  philanthropists, 
societies,  and  popular  meetings  of  the  North, 
are  pursuing  a  similar  course.  Like  causes  pro^ 
duce  like  effects.  Our  philanthropists  may  ac- 
quire as  good  a  title  to  the  execrations  of  the  South- 
ern people  as  Robespierre  and  Gregoire  acquired 
to  the  execration  of  the  French  people  of  St. 
Domingo. t  Here  I  will  offer  the  opinion  of 
the  historian  Edwards,  given  after  considering, 
with  great  attention  .and  near  observation,  the 
events  of  St.  Domingo.  He  says,  "  these  reflec- 
'  tions  naturally  arise  from  the  circumstance, 
'  which  is  incontrovertibly  proved  in  the  following 
'  pages,  namely,  that  the  rebellion  of  the  negroes 
'  m  St.  Domingo,  and  the  insurrection  of  the  mu- 
'  lattoes,  had  one  and  the  same  origin.  It  was  not 
'  the  strong  and  irresistible  impulseof  human  nature 
'  groaning  under  oppression,  that  excited  eithw  of 


•"No  doubt,"  says  Colonel  Taylor,  "can  exist  of 
the  consequences  of  placing  two  nations  of  distinct 
colors  and  features  on  the  same  theatre,  to  contend, 
not  about  sounds  and  signs,  but  for  wealth  and  power." 

'♦Their  manners,"  says  Colonel  Taylor,  speaking 
of  our  Northern  brethren,  '*  will  neither  be  improved, 
nor  their  happiness  advanced,  by  sprinkling  their  cities 
with  a  yearly  emigration  of  thieves,  murderers,  and 
villain*  of  every  degree,  though  recommended  by  the 
training  of  slavery,  a  black  skin,  a  woolly  body,  and 
an  African  contour.  Rewards  and  punishments  are 
rendered  useless  by  the  lure  of  free  negroes  mingled 
with  slaves,  and  by  the  reproaches  to  masters,  and 
sympathies  for  slaves,  breathed  forth  from  the  North- 
ern States.  SympatbieM,  such  aa  if  the  negroessbould 
transfer  their  afiections  from  their  own  npecies  to  thee 
baboons." 

t"  Perish  the  colonies,"  said  Robespierre,  "rather 
than  sacrifice  one  iota  of  our  principles." 
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'  those  classes  to  plunge  their  daggers  into  the  boaoms 

'  of  unofifeniling  women  and  helpless  ini'ants.  They 
'  weredriven  to  those  excebses  by  the  vile  raachina- 

*  tions  of  men  calling  themselves  philosophers."* 
It  appears  that  the  proceedings  of  the  abolition 
society  in  London,  those  of  the  society  of  friends 
to  the  negroes  in  France,  and  the  writings  and 
speeches  of  Gregoire,  Robespierre,  and  others, 
stirred  up  the  free  people  of  color  to  claim  equal 
rights,  and  these  instigated  the  negro  slaves  to  in- 
surrection. Oge,  the  ambassador  from  the  French 
reformers  to  tne  inulattoes,  made  a  confession, 
wherein  he  detailed  at  large  the  measures  which 
the  colored  people  had  fallen  upon  to  excite  the 
negro  slaves  to  rise  into  rebellion. t  Here  we  have 
a  satisfactory  proof  of  the  ill  effects  of  partial 
emancipation  in  a  .slaveholding  country.  Those 
very  colored  men  who  were  first  favored  with  a 
grant  of  their  liberty  were  those  who  >tirred  up 
the  slaves  to  revolt.  The  same  thing  happened  in 
Jamaica,  where  the  Maroons  attempted  to  create 
a  general  revolt  of  the  slaves,  who  had,  says  Ed- 
wards, "  been  accustomed,  for  the  preceding  seven 
'  years,  to  hear  of  nothing  but  Mr.  VV'ilberforce.  and 

*  nis  efforts  to  serve  them  in  Great  Britain.     The 

*  negroes  on  every  plantation  in  the  West  Indies 
'  were  taught  to  believe  that  their  masters  were 
'  generally  considered,  in  the  mother  country,  as  a 
'  set  of  odious  and  abominable  miscreants,  whom 
'  it  was  laudable  to  massacre.''^ 

Let  us  look  the  danger  that  threatens  us  in  the 
face.  Let  us  contemplate  a  revolt  in  its  progress 
and  consequences.  •'  Such  a  picture  of  human 
'  misery  ;  such  a  scene  of  woe  presents  itself  as  no 
'  other  country,  no  former  age,  has  exhibited.  Up- 
'  wards  of  one  hundred  thousand  savage  people 
'  avail  themselves  of  the  silen-'e  and  obscurity  of 
'  the  night,  and  fall  on  the  peaceful  and  unsuspi- 
'  cious  planters,  like  >o  many  famished  tigers, 
'  thirsting  for  human  blood.  Revolt,  conflagration, 
'  and  massacre,  everywhere  mark  their  progress ; 
'  and  death  in  all  its  horrors,  or  cruelties  and  out- 
'  rages,  compared  to  which  immediate  death  is 
*■  mercy,  await  alike  the  old  and  the  young,  the 
'  matron,  the  virgin,  and  the  helpless  infant.  The 
'  rage  of  fire  consumes  what  the  sword  is  unable  to 

*  destroy ;  and,  in  a  few  dismal  hours,  the  most 
"  fertile  and  beautiful  plains  in  the  world  are  con- 

*  verted  into  one  vast  field  of  carnage  :  a  Wllderne^s 
'  of  desolation. "§ 

Such  is  the  "glorious  cause."  the  cause  of  un- 
redeemed and  unregeneraied  human  beings,"  spoken 
of  by  an  orator  of  the  last  session ;  whose  fanlt  it 
does  not  seem  to  have  been,  that  his  speech  has 
neither  produced  assassination  nor  insurrection. 
Such,  it  seems  to  us,  is  the  fate  which  our  phil- 
anthropists arc  preparing  for  us.  If  we  escape 
it,  we  shall  owe  our  escape  to  our  strength,  fore- 
sight, and  vigilance,  and  not  to  the  good  will  of 
our  philanthropists.  Upon  this  ^reat  question, 
which  involves  the  construction  ol  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  of  a  treaty  with  a   foreign  Power,  we 


•  4, Edwards's  West  ladies,  preface,  xv, 

t^ame,  page  53.      ^  1  Edwarda,  Appendix,  p.  371. 

5  4  Edwards's  Weat  Indies,  pp.  68.  69. 


have  meiDorials  laid  before  us.     Town  meetings 

instruct  us  in  our  duty,  and  tell  us  /A^/r  construc- 
tion of  the  Constitution  and  the  treaty.  This  is 
ridiculous  enough.  But  what  is  entitled  to  more 
serious  attention  is  the  declaration  of  the  Governor 
of  New  York,  that  the  restriction  should  be  im- 
posed on  Missouri,  "  vhcUnn^r  may  be  thf  cxmse- 
quencet.^'  It  seems  that  this  eminent  politician 
would  prefer  civil  war,  servile  war,  or  the  sever- 
ai;tce  of  the  Union,  to  not  imposing  a  restriction 
that  will  exclude  the  planters  of  the  South  from 
Missouri.  Such  a  declaration,  from  such  a  man, 
is  alarming.  The  consolidation  of  the  Union  was 
the  great  object  of  the  statesmen  who  gave  us  the 
Constitution.  It  was  the  first  wish  of  their  hearts. 
They  desired  to  establish  justice,  and  insure  domeiv- 
tic  tranquillity  ;  but  they  never  thought  of  eman- 
cipation of  slaves  as  the  means.  They  desired  to 
establish  justice.  Your  plan  violates  justice,  by 
depriving  the  people  of  their  property  without 
compensation.  They  desired  to  insure  domestic 
tranquillity.  You  destroy  it.  No  necessary  con- 
cession was  too  great  for  them  to  make  to  secure 
the  Union.  They  even  granted  to  Delaware  an 
equal  vote  with  Pennsylvania  m  the  Senate.  But, 
to  the  politicians  of  the  present  day,  union  seems 
of  little  importance ;  for,  the  proposed  restriction 
must  be  imposed  on  Mis.souri,  ^  whatever  may  be 
the  consequences." 

I  will  offer  the  sentiments  of  that  Assembly  of 
Virginia  which  deputed  members  to  the  Federal 
Convention,  as  applicable  to  the  present  discussion, 
and  worthy  of  adoption.        -     • 

"  The  crisis  [saj  they]  is  arrived  at  which  the  good 
people  uf  .\merica  are  to  decide  the  solemn  question 
whether  they  will,  by  wiae  and  masnanimoiM  efforts, 
reap  the  just  fruits  of  that  independence  which  they 
have  so  gloriously  acquired,  and  of  that  Union  which 
they  have  cemented  with  so  much  of  their  common 
blood,  or  whether,  by  giving  way  to  unmanly  jealousies 
and  prejudices,  or  to  partial  and  transitory  interrats, 
they  will  renounce  the  auspicious  hlrasingii  prepared 
for  them  by  the  Revolution.  The  same  noble  and  ex- 
tended policy,  and  the  same  frat«mal  and  affectionate 
aentimentb  which  originally  determined  tho  citizens  of 
this  Commonwealth  in  uniting  with  their  brethren  of 
the  other  8tatea  in  establiahing  a  Federal  Govern> 
ment,  cannot  but  be  felt  with  equal  force  now,  as  mo- 
tives to  lay  aside  every  inferior  considaration,  aad  to 
concur  in  such  further  conceaaiona  and  proviaiona  as 
may  be  necessary  to  secure  the  great  objects  for  which 
that  Government  was  iuatituted,  and  to  render  the 
United  Stales  as  happy  in  peace  aa  they  have  been 
glorious  in  war." 

Such  having  been  the  sentiments  of  the  genera- 
tion who  preceded  us,  shall  we  now  part,  about  a 
question,  whether  blacks  who  are  slaves  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Mississippi  may  or  may  not  be  re- 
moved to  the  west  side  of  that  river  ?  Shall  our 
mutual  forbearance  and  brotherly  affection  cease? 
Shall  We  become,  as  brothers  irritated  sometimes  do 
become,  the  worst  of  foes  ?  Before  such  an  even^ 
is  produced,  before  our  friendship  falls,  like  Luci- 
fer, to  rise  no  more,  let  us  remember  past  events, 
and  contemplate  our  future  prospects.  Shall  the 
Union  be  destroyed,  and  the  future  fame,  power, 
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and  happiness  of  the  nation  lost  ?  May  heaven 
avert  a  calamity,  the  consequences  of  which  would 
be  to  blast  the  fairest  hopes  of  mankind. 

But  why  should  we  ask  of  heaven  to  avert  a 
calamity  which  we  may  avert  ourselves  ?  Are 
there  none  here  who  would  wish  to  have  it  re- 
corded that  they  are  the  men  who  saved  the  Union  ; 
that  to  them  is  due  the  future  glory  of  the  nation, 
and  the  benefits  which  she  shall  confer  on  the 
world  ?  Now  is  the  moment  for  the  Decii  of  the 
North  to  signalize  themselves ;  to  laugh  the  pre- 
sum|)tion  of  town  meetings  to  scorn.  Yes;  even 
to  sacrifice  their  own  inclinations,  and  their  own 
opinions,  on  the  altar  of  their  country. 

If  I  am  asked  why  we  do  not  sacrifice  our  in- 
clinations and  opinions,  I  answer,  we  conceive  that 
the  proposed  measure  violates  the  Constitution.  It 
is  not  pretended  by  any  one  that  it  would  violate 
the  Constitution  to  omit  this  restriction.  We  con- 
ceive that  the  proposed  measure  thr<*atens  our  safety, 
at  a  period  not  remote.  No  one  can  reasonably  al- 
lege that  to  omit  the  restriction  would  endanger 
the  safety  of  the  powerful  people  of  the  North. 

I  will  not  apologize  for  having  taken  up  some  of 
your  time.  I  have  raised  my  leeble  voice  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Union,  and  all  its  happy  and 
glorious  results ;  for  the  rights  of  the  States ;  for 
the  rights  of  the  people  ;  for  justice,  humanity,  and 
domestic  tranquillity  ;  to  preserve  our  citizens  from 
massacre,  our  wives  and  daughters  from  violation, 
and  our  children  from  being  impaled  by  the  most 
inhuman  of  savages.*  Whatever  may  be  the  re- 
sult, I  have  done  my  duty. 


MoNOAV,  January  31. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  report 
of  the  Chief  Engineer,  with  sundry  documents  in 
relation  to  the  ex[>enditures  on  the  Military  Acad- 
emy at  West  Point ;  the  number  and  names  of 
cadets  educated  at  that  place ;  and  of  the  sums 
necessary  to  be  appropriated  for  said  Academy  for 
each  of  the  succeeding  three  years,  rendered  in 
obedience  to  the  resolution  of  this  House  of  the 
27th  ultimo;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Sergfant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  lessen  the  compensation  of  marshals, 
clerks,  and  attorneys,  in  tne  cases  therein  men- 
tioned ;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow." 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorials  and  astronomi- 
cal calculations  of  William  Lambert,  reported  a 
joint  resolution  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  cause  astronomical  observations 
to  be  made,  to  ascertain  the  longitude  of  the  Cap- 
itol, in  the  City  of  Washington,  from  some  known 


•  4  Edwarda'e  Weat  Indies,  p.  75.     •'  Their  stand- 
ard was  the  body  of  a  white  infant,  which  they  had 
recently  impaled  on  a  atake."     P.  79.  "  All  the  white, 
and  even  the  mulatto,  children,  whose  fathers  had  not 
joined  in  the  revolt,  were  murdered." 


meridian  in  Europe;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Campbell  also  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  John  B.  Regnier,  accompanied  with  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  said  Regnier ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  obtaining  accurate  statements  of  the 
foreign  commerce  of  the  United  States,"  was  read 
the  third  lime,  and  passed. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE   CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Baldwin  submitted  the  following  resolution 
and  proposition  of  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  .^^ 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepruerUa' 
tivea  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, two-thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring,  That 
the  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of  the 
aeveral  States ;  which,  when  ratified  by  the  Legisla. 
tures  of  three-fourths  of  the  Sutes,  shall  be  valid,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  the  said  Conati- 
tution  : 

That  Congress  shall  make  no  law  to  erect  or  incor> 
porate  any  bank,  or  other  moneyed  institution,  except 
within  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  every  bank,  or 
other  moneyed  institution,  which  shall  be  establiahed 
by  the  authority  of  Congress,  ahall,  together  with  ita 
branchea  and  offices  of  discount  and  deposite,  be  con- 
fined to  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  resolution  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

NAVY  HOSPITAL  FUND. 

Mr.  SiLSBEE  submitted  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House  an  account  of 
the  annual  receipts  of  hospital  money,  under  the  act 
of  July  16th,  1798,  and  March  2J,  1799,  up  to  the  26th 
February,  161 1  ;  and,  from  that  period,  an  account  of 
the  annual  receipts  under  the  first  mentioned  act,  to 
the  30th  September,  1819,  distinguishing  the  districts 
within  which  collected;  a/«o,  an  account  of  the  annual 
expenditure?  of  said  hoapital  money,  the  district  within 
which  ex  pended,  the  hospitals  erected,  the  places  where, 
the  regulations  under  which,  expenditures  are  made, 
the  present  state  of  the  marine  hospital  fund,  and  how 
invested. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Commiasioners  of  Navy  Hoa- 
pitalb  be  directed  to  lay  before  thia  House  an  account 
of  the  annual  receipts  of  ho.spitat  money,  under  the  act 
of  March  2d.  1799,  from  the  26th  February,  181 1,  to 
September  SO,  1819,  together  with  an  account  of  the 
annual  expenditures  of  the  aame  ;  the  district  within 
which  ex  pended,  the  hospitals  erected,  the  places  where, 
the  present  state  of  the  Navy  Hospital  fund,  and  how 
invested. 

Mr.  SiLSBEE  and  Mr.  Sampson  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  present  the  first  resolution  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL.  '   ".:■ 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Baldwin  in  the 
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chair,)  on  this  bill — Mr.  Taylor's  motion,  to  im- 
pose on  the  proposed  State  a  restriction  respecting 
slavery,  being  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  resumed  the  argument 
which  he  commenced  on  Friday,  against  the  re- 
striction, and  spoke  until  near  6  o'clock.  This 
speech  is  given  m  full,  in  preceding  pages. 

TcESDAY,  February  1. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  presented  a  petition 
of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  praying  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  to  their  important  undertaking, 
and  for  such  aid  as  Congress  may,  in  their  wisdom, 
deem  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  revive  and  prose- 
cute their  work  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  sale 
of  part  of  the  glebe  of  Rock  Creek  Church,  in  the 
county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  report  upon  the  subiect  of  prohibiting  the  impor- 
tation of  cotton,  woollen,  and  iron  manufactures, 
with  his  remarks  upon  the  effect  which  such  pro- 
hibition would  produce,  and  the  means  of  supply- 
ing the  deficit  in  the  revenue  which  would  be 
thereby  occasioned  ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Pi.NDALL  submitted  the  following  proposi- 
tion of  amendment  tu  the  standing  rules  and  orders 
of  the  House;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table  for  one  day  : 

"  Stenographers  who  may  be  desirous  to  report  the 
debates,  shall,   previou.s   to  their   admission  to  tables  ; 
within  the  House,  swear  that  ihcy  will  truly,  and,  ac-  , 
cording  to  the  best  of  their   knowledge,  without  addi- 
tion, diiuiiiution,  «r  aiteratiun,  report   the  debates,  or 
so  much  thereof  as  they  shall  at  any  time  publish  ;  ' 
that  ill  every  such  rtpoi t  they  will,  as  far  as  is  practi-  j 
cable,  adhere  as  well  lothe  language  as  lolhe  purport 
or  substance  of  the  remarks  made  by  the  members  ; 
and  that  they  will  not  imiiortune  any  member  for,  or 
receive  from  any  member,  directly  or  indirectly,  advice, 
for  any  written  note  or  memorandum,  with  intent  there- 
from to  make  any  such  report." 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  this  bill — the  proposed  restriction 
still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Reil,  of, Georgia,  addressed  the  House. 
That  this  was  a  question  deeply  interesting  to  that 
quarter  of  the  Union  whence  he  had  the  honor  to 
oome,  was  the  only  apology  he  urged  for  offeriug 
his  opinions  to  the  Committee. 

The  subject  (he  continued)  is  said  to  be  delicate 
and  embarrassing.  It  is  so,  and  particularly  in 
one  point  of  view.  The  sentiments,  to  which  the 
heal  and  ardor  of  debate  gave  expression,  will  not 
expire  here,  like  the  broken  echoes  of  your  Hall ! 
They  will  penetrate  to  the  remotest  corners  of  the 
nation,  and  may  make  an  impression  upon  the 


black  population  of  the  South,  as  fatal,  in  its  ef- 
fects to  the  slave,  as  mischievous  to  our  citizen-s. 
This  is  not  mere  idle  surmise.  In  a  professional 
capacity,  I  was  recently  concerned  for  several  un- 
happy beings,  who  were  tried  and  convicted  of  a 
violation  of  the  laws,  by  attempted  insurrection. 
They  had  held  conversations,  as  the  testimony  de- 
velopedp  with  certain  itinerant  traders,  who  not 
only  poisoned  their  minds,  but  incite^  them  to  re- 
bellion— by  proffered  assistance.  Such  inHuence 
have  the  opinions  of  even  the  most  depraved  and 
ignorant  white  men  upon  this  unfortunate  race  of 
people.  But  the  subject  is  neither  delicate  nor 
embarrassing,  as  it  is  considered  to  ifnply  reproach, 
or  a  high  offence  against  the  moral  kiw — the  viola- 
tion of  the  liberty  of  our  fellow-ijien.  Such  im- 
putations "  pass  bv  us  as  the  idle  Wind,  which  we 
respect  not"  They  are  *' barbless  arrows,  .shot 
from  bows  unstrung!'  The  slaveholding  States 
have  not  brought  this  calamity  upon  themselves. 
They  have  not  voluntarily  assumed  this  burden. 
It  was  fastened  upon  them  by  the  mother  country, 
notwithstanding  th#  most  earnest  entreaties  and 
expostulations.  And^if  the  gentlemen  were  well 
acquainted  with  the  true  state  of  slavery  in  the 
South,  (1  speak  particularly  of  Georgia,  for  my 
information  extends  little  farther)  I  am  very  sure 
their  understandings  would  acquit  us  of  the  charges 
which  their  imaginations  prefer. 

An  honorable  gentleman,  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Smyth)  remarked  yesterday,  incidentally,  that  the 
debates  of  the  last  session  upon  this  subject  oc- 
casioned Georgia  to  interdict  emancipation  by  an 
act  of  her  legislature.  The  honorable  gentleman 
has  been  misinformed.  The  act  of  1818,  to  which 
he  has  allusion,  was  designed  more  completely  to 
carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  a  law  prescrib- 
ing the  manner  of  manumitting,  and  which  had 
been  enacted  several  years  before.  It  may  be  prop- 
er to  remark,  that  the  discussion  of  the  bill  to  ad- 
mit Missouri  had  its  commencement,  at  the  last 
Congress,  some  time  after  the  adjournment  of  the 
Georgia  Legislature.  Certain  it  is,  that  the  statute 
book  of  that  State  contains  no  law  by  which  it  is 
declared  that  .slaves  cannot  be  made  free. 

Sir,  the  slaves  of  the  South  are  held  to  a  service 
which,  unlike  that  of  the  ancient  villein,  is  cer- 
tain and  moderate.  They  are  well  supplied  with 
food  and  raiment.  They  are  "  content,  and  care- 
less of  to-morrow's  fare."'  The  lights  of  our  re- 
ligion shine  as  well  for  them  as  for  their  masters; 
and  their  rights  of  personal  security,  guarantied  by 
the  Constitution  and  the  laws,  are  vigilantly  pro- 
tected by  the  courts.  It  is  true,  they  are  often 
made  subject  to  wanton  acts  of  tyranny  ;  but  this 
is  not  their  peculiar  misfortune!  For,  .search  the 
catalogue  ol  crimes,  and  you  will  find  that  man — 
the  tyrant — is  continually  preying  upon  his  fellow- 
men;  there  are  as  many  white  as  black  victims  to 
the  vengeful  passions  and  the  lust  of  power  I  Be- 
lieve me,  sir,  I  am  not  the  panegyrist  of  slavery. 
It  is  an  unnatural  state;  a  dark  cloud  which  oo- 
scures  half  the  lustre  of  our  free  institutions !  But 
it  is  a  fixed  evil,  which  we  can  only  alleviate. 
Are  we  called  upon  to  emancipate  our  slaves?  I 
answer,  their  welfare — the  safety  of  our  citizens, 
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forbid  it.  Can  we  incorporate  them  with  us,  and 
make  them  and  us  one  |)eople  ?  The  prejudices 
of  the  North  and  of  the  South  rise  up  in  equal 
strength  against  such  a  measure;  and  even  those, 
who  clamor  most  loudiv  for  the  sublime  doctrines 
of  your  Declaration  of  Independence,  who  shout 
in  your  ears,  ''all  men  are  by  nature  equal !"  would 
turn  with  abhorrence  and  disgust  from  a  party- 
colored  progeny  !  Shall  we  then  be  blamed  for  a 
state  of  things  to  which  we  are  obliged  to  submit? 
Would  it  be  fair;  would  it  be  manly;  would  it  be 
generous;  would  it  be  just ;  to  offer  contumely  and 
contempt  to  the  unfortunate  man  who  wears  a  can- 
cer in  his  bosom,  because  he  will  not  submit  to 
cautery  at  the  hazard  of  his  existence?  For  my 
own  part,  surrounded  by  slavery  from  my  cradle 
to  the  present  moment,  I  yet 

"  Hate  the  touch  of  servile  hands; 

•'  I  loathe  the  slaves  who  cringe  around  :" 

and  I  would  hail  that  day  as  the  most  glorious  in 
its  dawning,  which  should  behold,  with  safety  to 
themselves  and  our  citizens,  the  black  population 
of  the  United  States  placed  upon  the  high  emi- 
nence of  equal  rights,  and  clothed  in  the  privileges 
and  immunities  of  American  citizens!  But  this 
is  a  dream  of  philanthropy  which  can  never  be 
fulfilled  ;  and  whoever  shall  act  in  this  country 
uptm  such  wild  theories,  shall  cease  to  be  a  ben- 
efactor, and  become  a  destroyer  of  the  human 
family. 

It  is  said,  however,  to  bo  high  time  to  check  the 
progress  of  this  evil ;  and  that  this  may  be  best 
done  by  inhibiting  slavery  beyond  the  Mississippi, 
and  in  Missouri,  which  prays  to  be  admitted  as  a 
State  into  the  Union.  It  is  important  to  consider 
if  this  project  be  consistent  with  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  The  States  formed  the 
Constitution  in  the  capacity  of  .sovereign  and  in- 
dependent States,  and  the  Constitution  is  the  in- 
strument by  which  they  conveyed  certain  power 
to  the  General  Government.  This  is  evident,  not 
only  from  the  nature  of  the  Government  formed, 
and  in  every  line  of  the  Con.stitution,  but  it  is  a 
doctrine  distinctly  asserted  in  the  ninth  and  tenth 
articles  of  the  amendments.  "  The  enumeration 
in  the  Constitution  of  certain  rights  shall  not  be 
construed  to  deny  or  disparage  others  retained  by 
the  people;"  and  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited 
by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  re- 
spectively, or  to  the  people."  Hence,  it  will 
follow,  that  the  several  States  retain  every  pow- 
er not  delegated  by  the  Constitution  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  in 
all  enumerated  cases,  the  several  States  are  left 
in  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  sovereign  and 
independent  jurisdictions.  The  author  of  the 
FedtraiUt  (which  work  is  admitted  to  contain  a 
correct  ex|)osition  of  the  principles  of  the  Con- 
stitution) has  said  "that,  with  respect  to  the 
'  extent  of  its  powers^  the  Government  cannot 
'  be  deemed  national,  since  its  jurisdiction  extends 
'  to  certain  enumerated  objects  only,  and  leaves  to 

•  the  several   Stales  a   residuary   and   inviolable 

•  sovereignty  over  all  other  other  objects."     In  aid 
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of  this  conclusion,  if  any  thing  were  necessary  to 
sustain  it,  it  may  be  cited,  as  a  maxim  of  sound 
national  law,  that  sovereign  States  can  only  be 
deprived  of  their  rights  by  voluntary  consent  or 
by  conquest.  It  would  seem,  then,  that  the  Con- 
stitution must  be  construed  strictly,  whenever  the 
rights  of  the  State  sovereignties  become  the  sub- 
ject of  di.spute ;  and  strictly,  where  the  right  of 
personal  libe-rty,  personal  security,  or  private  pro- 
perty are  questioned.*  Because  the  citizen  of  the 
United  States  is  the  citizen  also  of  another  inde- 
pendent government,  whose  laws  he  is  bound  to 
obey,  unless  where  this  duty  has  been  transferred 
to  the  General  Government,  by  the  express  words 
of  the  Constitution  itself.  II  it  were  otherwise, 
we  should  find  the  United  States  continually  en- 
gaged in  A.  struggle  with  the  States,  to  enforce  the 
obedience  of  the  citizen.  Such  contests,  it  is  easy 
to  perceive,  would  tarnish,  if  not  destroy,  the  gold- 
en chain  by  which  our  federative  Government  is 
held  together.  They  would  lead  to  gradual  usur- 
pations of  power,  by  which  your  Constitution 
woiild  be  made  a  dead  letter,  and  your  republican 
institutions*exist  only  in  name.  Proceeding  upon 
these  principles,  let  us  endeavor  to  ascertain  in 
what  part  of  the  Constitution  that  power  is  dele- 
gated which  would  authorize  you  to  adopt  the 
amendment  proj)osed  by  the  member  from  New 
York.  The  grant  of  powers  to  the  Congress  is 
chiefly  contained  in  the  eighth  section  of  the  first 
article ;  and  you  will  certainly  not  find  therein  any 
authority  to  inhibit  slavery  in  any  pKirt  of  the 
Union,  in  any  Territory,  or  in  any  State  about  to 
be  admitted  into  the  Union. 

The  9ih  .H-ctioiii  commences  with  this  clause: 
"  The  migration  or  importation  of  such  persons  as 
'  any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall  think  proper 
'  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  prior  to  the  year 
'  1808;  but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on 
'  such  importation,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for 
'  each  person."  It  may  be  said,  very  plausibly, 
that  the  words  "migration"  and  "importation" 
are  here  used  synonymously  ;  but  let  us  give  to 
every  word  in  the  clause  an  appropriate  meaning, 
and  then  we  will  see  whether  the  word  "  migra- 
tion" is  the  little  source  whence  mighty  effects  of 
evil  are  to  flow  upon  the  country.  Certainly,  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  desired  to  destroy  a 
traffic,  of  all  others  the  most  cruel  and  iniquitous; 
a  trade  stained  by  the  blood,  and  drenched  in  the 
tears  of  humanity  !  By  inhibiting  "  the  importa- 
tion after  1808  ol  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States 
then  existing  thought  proper  to  admit,"  it  was  in- 
tended to  convey  a  power  to  prevent  the  introduc- 
tion of  Africans  into  the  United  States.  By  in- 
hibilio;^  the  "  migration,'"  after  1808,  of  svch  per- 
sons— lor  the  Constitution,  it  appears  to  me,  still 
refers  to  Africans,  and  I  express  this  opinion  with 
deference  and  humility — may  it  not  have  been  in- 
tended the  more  effectually  to  provide  against 
evasions  of  the  laws  interdicting  the  importation 
of  slaves  ?  The  object  was  to  prevent  the  accu- 
mulation of  this  species  of  property.     It  was  well 
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known  to  the  founders  of  our  Government  that  so 
soon  as  the  importation  was  declared  to  be  illegal, 
the  slave  merchant  would  resort  to  every  artiHce 
which  ingenuity  and  avarice  could  devise  for  the 
purpose  of  effecting  a  violation  of  tht-  laws.  Sup- 
pose him  to  place  his  slaves  upon  a  foreign  terri- 
tory, adjacent  to  the  United  States.  They  are 
permitted  or  instructed  to  pass  the  boundary,  and, 
when  within  our  limits,  an  associate  in  villany  is 
ready  to  receive  them.  In  the  possession  of  this 
person  they  are  found,  and  he  is  put  upon  his  trial 
for  importing  contrary  to  law.  He  defends  him- 
self by  proving  an  nlibi — bv  showing,  as  far  as 
negative  proof  can  show,  that  he  had  in  no  wise 
been  concerned  in  the  i m port nf ion.  But  it  is  ob- 
jected that  the  fact  of  possession,  with  the  circum- 
stances of  lanijuage  and  complexion,  will  produce 
an  inference  o\  his  guilt  not  to  be  mistaken.  What 
then  ?  Base  as  he  is,  will  he  not  entrench  and 
fortify  himself  by  perjuries  and  sulwrnations  of 
perjurv  ?  Will  he  not  make  out  a  case  by  which 
jt  shall  appear  that  the  victims  of  his  cupidity 
sought  a  protection,  which  he  could  not  withhold — 
that  they  mi^n/ed.  and  were  not  imported?  What, 
then,  is  the  effect  of  the  United  States  >tatute 
which  only  prohibits  importation  ?  The  strict 
construction  of  a  penal  law  will  not  permit  it  to 
reach  the  case.  The  result  must  be,  that  the  luck- 
less Africans  are  left  to  the  op«>ration  of  the  State 
laws,  and,  in  all  probability,  sold  as  slaves,  thereby 
advancing  the  evil  which  the  Legislature  was  en- 
deavoring to  destrov.  May  it  not  have  been  to 
guard  against  such  frauds,  shifts,  and  artifices, that 
the  word  "  migration""  was  inserted  in  the  Consti- 
tution ?  But  the  meaning  of  this  word  is  fixed 
and  limited  by  the  express  words  of  the  clause  in 
which  It  occurs.  "The  migration  of  all  such 
persons  as  any  of  the  States  now  existing  think 
proper  to  admit.''  To  what  description  of  persons 
does  the  Constitution  allude  ?  But  one  of  two 
answers  can,  it  seems  to  me,  be  rationally  returned 
to  this  question.  The  allusion  is  either  to  Afri- 
cans, who  were  the  proper  subjects  of  the  slave 
trade,  or  white  persons  coming  from  foreign  lands. 
If  this  be  so,  how  can  the  Constitutional  provision 
be  so  far  wrested  from  its  purpose  as  to  be  made 
to  apply  to  the  removal  of^  slaves  fr^i  one  State 
to  another,  or  to  a  Territory — slaves,  who  are  re- 
cognised as  the  objects  of  property  by  the  Consti- 
tution itself?  If  the  solemn  covenant  of  our  lib- 
erties can  be  thus  abused,  it  is  no  longer  to  be  es- 
teemed oracular,  or,  if  it  resemble  an  oracle,  it  is 
only  because  its  responses  are  involved  in  doubt 
and  obscurity. 

I  find  nothing  more  to  afford  even  a  colorable 
pretext  for  the  proposed  restriction,  until  we  come 
to  these  words:  ".\ew  States  may  be  admitted 
into  tfie  Union."  The  single  word  '•  may''  is  sup- 
posed to  be  the  depository  of  the  power  so  anx- 
iously sought ;  and,  it  is  said,  if  Congress  can  ad- 
mit a  new  State,  the  Constitution  being  silent  as 
to  the  condition  to  be  imposed,  the  State  about  to 
be  admitted  may  be  fastened  with  any  condition 
not  specially  interdicted  by  the  Constitution  itself. 
This  is  a  non  seqttitur.  It  is  a  conclusion  most 
lame  and  impotent ;  in  direct  hostility  with  the 


letter  as  well  as  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  !  It 
is  not  enouch  that  the  Constitution  is  silent,  to 
authorize  the  Congress  to  speak  or  to  act;  for 
Congress  is  the  creature  of  the  Constitution,  and 
must  look  to  it  for  open,  declared,  and  positive  di- 
rection. What  the  Constitution  dictates  is  to  be 
done  ;  what  it  prohibits  is  to  be  avoided  ;  but  %yhen 
it  is  silent.  Congress  possesses  not  authority  lo  di- 
rect citizens  or  States.  These  must,  then,  be  con- 
trolled by  their  own  indem-ndent  governments. 
Let  it  be  remequberj'd  that  the  Constitution,  being 
in  derogation  of  State  right.s,  must  be  construed 
strictly.  This  clause  of  the  3d  section  of  the  ar*- 
ticle,  then,  only  allows  to  us  the  power  to  receive 
or  to  reject,  without  qualification  or  condition,  a 
State  making  application  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Union. 

But  there  is  a  condition,  without  which  a  State 
cannot  be  admitted  into  the  Union ;  and  it  is  to 
be  found  in  the  4th  section  of  the  '3d  article: 
"  The  United  States  shall  guaranty  to  every  State 
in  the  Union  a  republican  form  of  government." 
Now,  "guaranty"'  means,  if  I  at  all  understand 
the  signification  of  words,  "to  undertake  that  cer- 
tain stipulations  .«,hall  be  performed."  These  stip- 
ulations can  only  be  found  in  the  constitutions  of 
the  States,  where  they  must  constitute  "a  repub- 
lican form  of  government."  If  this  be  so,  then, 
at  the  moment  a  new  Stale  is  admitted,  the  same 
guaranty  which  applies  to  the  original  States  ex- 
tend>  to  her  also.  She  must,  consetjuently,  have 
been  in  the  possession  of  "  a  republican  form  v( 
government''  at  the  time  of  entering  the  Union, 
because  it  would  be  pre|)osterous  to  imagine  that 
to  be  suarantied  of  which  she  was  not  posses.sed — 
that  lo  Ix'  secured  to  her.  which,  in  fact,  had  no 
existence.  It  results,  then,  that  without  "  a  re- 
publican form  of  government"'  a  Slate  cannot 
come  into  the  Confederacy  ;  and  is  not  the  neces- 
sity to  possess  it  a  xiitf  qua  uon.ot  condition,  with- 
out which  the  new  Slate  cannot  be  admitted  ? 
Sir,  this  condition,  being  expres.sed,  operates  to  the 
exclusion  of  every  other.  *•  Exprtngui  uuinti  mt  tj- 
climo  nllnivjt^'"'  is  a  sound  maxim  both  of  common 
law  and  common  sen.se. 

But,  it  is  objected,  slavery  is  incompatible  with 
that  "republican  form  of  government"  which  the 
Slate  admitted  must  possess.  We  mu.st  receive 
word>  according  to  the  intention  of  those  who  utter 
them.  And  we  must  give  construction  to  the 
Constitution,  by  considering  all  the  parts  of  that 
instrument  together.  South  Carolina  and  Geor- 
gia were  slaveholding  States  at  the  time  the  Con- 
stitution was  framed  and  adopted,  and  yet,  in  its 
eye,  these  were  considered  to  pos.sfss  republican 
forms  of  government.  Besides,  the  right  of  the 
citizen  to  possess  slaves  is  expressly  recognistd  Ky 
the  instrument  of  which  we  speak.  I  need  scarcely 
advert  to  the  2d  section  of  the  1st  article,  wherein 
the  representation  is  determined  ;  lo  thejH'rinission 
to  import,  until  a  given  period,  in  the  iuh  .section 
of  the  1st  article;  and  to  the  2d  section  of  the  2d 
article,  where  the  relations  of  master  and  .servant 
are  distinctly  asserted.  It  is  evident,  then,  that  a 
state  of  domestic  slavery  was  entirely  out  of  view, 
when  the  founders  of  the  Confederation  determined 
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to  "guaranty  to  the  .several  States  a  republican  I  is  the  moral  sentiment  of  the  inhabitants.    Impose 
^"•i™  of  government.*'  it  u|>«)n  Mis.souri,  and  .she  will  indignantly  throw 

off  the  yoke  and  laugh  you  to  scorn  !     \  ou  will 


The  (,'onstitution  of  the  United  States  is  plain 
and  simple;  it  requires  no  superiority  of  intellect 
lo  comprehend  its  dictates  ;  it  is  addressed  to  every 
understanding;  "  he  who  runs  may  read."  It  is, 
then,  a  proof  of  the  absence  of  all  authority  for  the 
proposed  measure,  when  its  advocates,  and  some, 
too,  of  great  names.  Hy  from  clause  to  section  and 
from  section  to  article,  without  fixing  "  rest  for  the 
sole  of  the  foot ;"  without  finding  or  agreeing  upon 


then  discover  that  you  have  assumed  a  weapon 
that  you  cannot  wield — the  bow  of  Ulysses,  which 
all  your  efforts  cannot  bend.  The  open  and  vol- 
untary -exposure  of  your  weakness  will  make  you 
not  only  the  object  of  derision  at  home,  but  a  by- 
word among  nations.  Can  there  be  a  power  in 
Congress  to  do  that  which  the  object  of  the  power 
mav  rightfully  destroy  ?     Are  the  rights  of  Mis- 


any  one  line,  phrase,  or  section,  whence  this  power  I  souri  arid  of  the  Union  in  op|)osilion  to  each  other? 


for  which  alt  contend  may  be  brought  into  exist 
ence.  And  it  is  perfectly  natural  that  this  effect 
should  be  produced.  A  search  for  the  philoso- 
pher's stone  might  as  soon  be  expected  to  end  in 
certainty. 

But  it  is  argued  that  Congress  has  ever  imposed 
restrictions  upon  new  States,  and  no  objection  has 
been  urged  until  this  moment.  If  it  l)e  true,  that 
only  one  condition  can  constitutionally  be  imposed, 
it  would  seem  that  any  other  is  null  anJ  void,  and 
may  be  thrown  off  by  the  Slate  at  pleasure.    And 


Can  it  be  possible  that  Congress  has  authority  to 
impose  a  restriction  which  Missouri,  by  an  altera- 
tion of  her  constitution,  may  abolish  ?  Sir,  the 
course  we  are  pursuing  reminds  me  of  the  urchin 
who,  with  great  care  and  anxiety,  constructs  his 
card  edifice,  which  the  slightest  touch  may  de- 
molish, the  gentlest  breath  di.ssolve. 

But  let  us  stand  together  upt)n  the  basis  of  pre- 
cedent, and  upon  that  ground  you  cannot  extend 
this  restriction  to  Mi.ssouri.  "i  ou  have  imposed  it 
upon  the  territory  beyond  the  Ohio,  but  you   have 


then  this  argument,  the  strength  of  which  is  in  j  never  appli*^!  it  elsewhere.  Tennessee,  Vennont, 
precedent,  cannot  avail.  Uniformity  of  decision  j  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Alabanaa, 
for  hundreds  of  years  cannot  make  that  right  j  have  come  into  the  Union  without  beinjj  required 
which  at  first  was  wrong.  If  it  were  otherwise,  j  to  submit  to  the  condition  inhibiting  slavery  ;  nay, 
in  vain  would  science  and  the  arts  pursue  their  |  whenever  the  ordidaoce  of  1787  has  been  applied 
march  towards  perfection  :   in   vain  the  constant  ;  to  any  of  these  StatesJ^the  operation  of  the  bth  ar- 

firogress  of  truth;  in  vain  the  new  and  bright  |  tide  has  been  suspended  or  destroyed.  According, 
ights  which  are  daily  finding  their  way  to  the  [  then,  to  the  uniform  tenor  of  the  precedent,  let  the 
human  mind,  like  the  rays  of  the  distant  stars,  '  States  lo  be  fonned  of  the  territory  without  the 
which,  passing  onward  from  the  creation  of  time,  '  boundaries  of  the  territory  northwest  of  Ohio  re.- 
are  said  to  be  continually  reaching  our  sphere,  j  main  unrestricted,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
AtiiitiA  «#«.i  (Mfudtfii  rd.     VVhen  error  appears,  let    fulni'ss  of  their  rights. 

her  be  delected  and  exposed,  and  let  evil  precedents  i  Thus,  it  appears  to  me,  the  power  you  seek  to 
be  abolished.  assume  is  not  lo  be  found  in   the  Constitution,  or 


It  is  true  that  the  old  Conft'deration,  by  the  6th 
section  of  the  ordinance  of  1787,  inhibited  slavery 
in  the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and   that 


to  be  derived  from  precedents.  Shall  it,  then, 
without  any  known  process  of  generation,  spring 
spontaneously  from  your  councils,  like  the  armed 


the  States  of  Illinois,  Ohio,  and   Indiana,  have  :  Minerva  from  the  brain  of  Jupiter  ?    The  Goddess, 

war — and  the  power  of  your  creation,  although 
extensive  in  its  dimensions,  and  ingenious  in  its 
organization,  may  produce  the  most  terrible  and 


been  introduced  into  the  Union  under  this  restric- 
tion. 

Sir,  the  ordinance  of  1787  had  an  origin  per- 
fectly worthy  of  the  end  it  .seems  destined  to  ac- 


complish. It  had  no  authority  in  ihe  Articles  of  j  deplorable  effects'  Assure  yourselves  you  have  not 
Confederation,  which  did  not  contemplate,  with  |  authority  to  bind  a  Stale  coming  into  the  Union 
the  exception  of  Canada,  the  acquisition  of  terri- }  with  a  single  hair!  If  you  have,  you  may  rivet 
tory.  It  was  in  contradiction  of  the  resolution  of  j  a  chain  upon  every  limb,  a  fetter  upon  every  joint. 
1780,  by  which  the  States  were  allured  to  cede  ]  Where,  then,  I  ask.  is  the  independence  of  ydur 
their  unlocated  lands  to  the  General  Government,  i  State  governments  ?  Do  they  not  f^ll  prostrate, 
upon  the  condition  that  these  should  constitute  '  debased,  covered  with  sackcloth  and  crowned  with 
several  States,  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  upon  |  ashes,  before  the  gigantic  power  of  the  Union? 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States.  It  is  in  i  They  will  no  longer,  sir,  resemble  planets,  moving 
fraud  of  the  acts  of  cession  by  which  the  States  |  in  order  around  a  solar  centre,  receiving  and  im- 
conveyed  territory  in  faith  of  the  resolution  of  parting  lustre.  They  will  dwindle  to  mere  satel- 
1780.  And,  when  recognised  by  acts  of  Congress,  j  lites,  or,  thrown  from  their  orbits,  they  will  wan- 
and  applied  to  the  Stales  formed  from  the  territory  \  der  "like  stars  condemned,  the  wrecks  of  worlds 
beyond  the  Ohio,  it  is  in  violation  of  the  Consti-  j  demolished! ' 

tution  of  the  United  Stales.  So  much  for  the  effi-  |  The  ordinance  of  1787  has  lieen  called,  and  is 
cacy  of  the  precedent  which,  although  binding  '  called,  in  your  laws,  an  irrevocable  compact  with 


here,  is  not,  it  would  seem^  of  obligation  upon 
Ohio,  Indiana,  or  Illinois,or,  if  you  impose  it,  upon 
Misssouri.  It  is  not  the  force  of  your  legal  provis- 
ions which  attaches  the  restrictive  6th  article  of 
the  ordinance  to  the  States  I  have  mentioned.     It 


the  good  people  beyond  the  Ohio.  Sir,  there  is  a 
compact  w^uj^Hy  irrevocable;  as  I  think,  more  so, 
which  goverhs  the  destinies  of  the  extensive  re- 
gion beyond  th?  Missi.ssippi.  I  mean  the  treaty  of 
1803,  by  which^ouisiana  was  ceded  to  the  United 
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States. 


This  is  indeed  a  compact  formed  by  two  I '  habitants)  shall  be  maintained  and  protected  in 
independent  nations,  parties  able  to  contract.  The  '  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and 
ordinance  of  1787  was  a  mere  legislative  provision,  '  the  religion  they  profess."  Now,  slaves  were  prop- 
by  which  you  bound  your  vassal ;  who  could  not    erty  at  the  time  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  and 


oppose  your  wishes,  who  was  in  your  power,  and 
subject  to  your  authority.  It  po-^se-sses  not  the 
force  and  effect  of  a  solemn  treaty. 

The  third  article  of  the  treaty  declares  that  "  the 
'  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  incor- 


iheretbre  within  its  meaning.  Giving  to  the  words 
"  in  the  mean  time,"  the  construction  they  w^ould 
seem  to  demand,  it  must  follow  that,  until  the  in- 
habitants are  "  incorporated  in  the  Union  accord- 
ing to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution," 


'  porated  in  the  union  of  the  United  States,  and  .  their  ri^ht  to  pos.sess  this  species  of  property  is 
'  admitted  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  I  guarantied  by  the  treaty.  It  cannot  be  said  to  the 
'  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  en-  j  slaveholder  who  becomes  an  inhabitant  of  Louisi- 
'  joyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immu-  ■  ana,  "  you  shall  leave  your  slaves  behind  you."  His 
*  nities,  of  citizens  of  the  United  States."  ;  only  and  conclusive  reply  is  in  the  words  which  I 

How  are^the  inhabitants  to  be  "  incorporated  in  i  have  read.  He  bids  you  preserve  that  good  faith 
the  union  of  the  United  States?"  Certainly  by  |  which  the  law,  the  dignity  of  which  is  settled  by  the 
admitting  the  Territory  to  which  they  belong  as  a  Constitution,  inculcates.  He  insists  that,  upon  the 
State  or  States  into  the  Union  '•  according  to  the  I  instant  he  becomes  an  inhabitant  of  Louisiana,  his 
principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution."  I  confess  right  to  his  slaves  is  l)olh  recognised  and  sanc- 
myselt  so  dull,  as  to  be  able  to  give  no  other  con-  i  tioned.  He  surely  does  not  insist  in  vain,  for  all 
struction.'to  the  words  of  the  treaty.  Argument  j  civilized  Governments  respect,  or  aflect  to  respect, 
is  of  none  effect  when  it  attempts  to  make  that  j  the  solemnity  of  the  treaties.  Can  you  refuse  obe- 
which  is  self-evident  still  more  apparent.  These  ;  dience  to  this,  after  the  high  language  which  you 
inhabitants  are  to  be  placed,  too,  in  a  political  sit-  |  have  used  towards  the  Spanish  Court?  If  you 
nation,  in  all  respects  equal  with  that  of  our  own  ]  do,  even  the  gravity  of  the  adored  Ferdinand  will 
citizens.  It  follows,  then,  that  citizens  of  the  Uni-  j  relax  into  a  smile,  1  dare  not  say  of  contempt,  but 
ted  States  having  the  power,  under  the  Constitu-  |  certainly  of  di.>trust. 

tion,  to  pos.sess  property  in  slaves,  and  to  remove  ■      I  t>eg  leave  to  offer  a  few  words  upon  the  expe- 

'"  '  '  '  dience  of  this  araendtiient,  and  I  declare  myseltmt 
a  loss  to  divine  the  motive  which  so  ardent^ 
presses  its  enactment.     It  is  said  tiiat  humanity,  a 


or  limit  upon  this  power  being  imposed  only  by 
the  State  sovereignties,  the  inhabitants  of  Louisi- 
ana cannot  be  fairly  in  |x)ssession  of  "all  the 
rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States,"  unless  they  pos^ess  this  also. 
The  treaty  of  1803  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
and  must  be  obeyed.  Obedience  consists  in  ad- 
mitting Missouri,  which  is  a  part  of  the  then  Ter- 
ritory of  Louisiana,  as  a  State  into  the  Union, 
upon  the  sole  condition  that  she  shall  possess  a 
republican  form  of  government. 

There  are  some,  I  understand,  who  think  Con- 
gress has  the  power  to  impose  this  restriction  upon 
theterritory  of  the  United  States,  although  it  cannot 
be  forced  upon  a  State,  at  the  moment  of  admis- 
sion, and  they  find  their  text  in  the  following  words 
of  the  Constitution  :  ''  Congress  shall  have  power 
'  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  reg- 
'  ulations  respecting  the  territory  and  other  prop- 
'  erty  belonging  to  the  United  States."  Without 
stopping  to  inquire  how  far  a  provision  excluding 
slavery  comes  within  the  meaning  of  "  needful 
rules  and  regulations;"  how  far,  under  authority 
to  make  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States,  Congress  can  make  laws 
affecting  the  rights  of  property  :  how  far  the  citi- 
zen of  the  South,  who  has  an  equal  claim  with  his 
brother  of  the  North,  to  the  lands  on  the  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  can  be  deprived  of  the  Constitu- 
tional privilege  of  enjoying  his  property  in  that 
country ;  it  is  enough  for  me  that  the  treaty  of 
1803  interposes,  to  prevent  the  enactment  of  any 
condition  interfering  with  the  liberty,  religion,  or 
property  of  the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana.  The 
article  I  have  just  quoted,  after  providing  for  the 
incorporation  of  the  ceded  territory  into  the  Union, 
runs  thus:  ''  And,  in  the  mean  time,  they  (the  in- 


tender  concern  for  thi-  w*  Ifare,  lK)ih  of  the  slave 
and  his  master,  is  the  moving  principle.  And 
here  I  cannot  refrain  from  repeating  the  words  of 
a  periodical  writer,  as  remarkable  for  his  good 
taste  as  the  justness  of  his  sentiments:  "  The  usual 
mode,"  says  he,  "of  making  a  bad  measure  palata- 
'  ble  to  a  virtuous  and  well-disposed  community,  is 
'  that  of  holding  it  up  as  conducing  to  some  salu- 
'  tary  end,  by  which  the  whole  people  are  even- 
'  tually  to  be  greatly  benefited.  It  is  thus  that 
'  every  mischievous  public  mea^sure  is  sheltered 
'  behind  some  pretext  of  public  good."  Hut  it  is 
a  question  which  deserves  consideration,  whether, 
if  slavery  be  confined  to  its  present  limits,  the  .sit- 
uation of  the  master  or  the  slave,  or  both,  will  be 
made  better  ?  Will  not  the  increased  number  of 
slaves,  within  a  given  space,  diminish  the  means 
of  subsistence  1  Will  not  the  number  of  ma.sters 
diminish  as  the  numlx-r  of  slaves  increases?  And 
what  are  the  consequences  ?  Extreme  wretched- 
ness, penury,  and  want,  to  the  slave ;  care,  anxiety, 
imbecility,  and  servile  war  to  the  master  !  Then, 
indeed,  will  be  produced  what  the  advocates  of 
this  amendment  so  much  deprecate — tyranny,  in 
all  its  wantonness,  on  one  hand,  despair  and  re- 
venge on  the  other.  At  this  moment  the  situation 
of  the  Southern  slave  is,  in  many  respects,  enviable. 
Adopt  your  restriction,  and  his  fate  will  not  be 
better  tnan  that  of  the  ma.stifl',  which  howls  all 
day  long  from  the  kennel,  where  his  chains  con- 
fine him.  But,  let  the  dappled  tide  of  population 
roll  onwards  to  the  West ;  rai.se  no  mound  to  in- 
terrupt its  course,  and  the  evil,  of  which  we  on  all 
sides  so  bitterly  complain,  will  have  lost  half  its 
power  to   harm  by  di-spersion.     Slaves,   divided 
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among  many  masters,  will  enjoy  greater  privileges 
and  comforts  than  those  who,  cooped  within  a 
narrow  sphere,  and  under  few  owners,  will  be 
doomed  to  drag  a  long,  heavy,  and  clanking  chain 
through  the  space  of  their  existence.  Danger  from 
insurrection  will  diminish.  Confidence  will  grow 
between  the  master  and  his  servant.  The  one 
will  no  longer  be  considered  as  a  mere  beast  of 
burden  ;  the  other  as  a  remorseless  despot,  void  of 
feeling  and  commiseration.  In  proportion  as  few 
slaves  are  possessed  by  the  same  individual,  will 
he  look  with  less  reluctance  to  the  prospect  of  their 
ultimate  liberation.  Emancipations  will  become 
common,  and  who  knows  but  that  the  Great  Being, 
to  whose  mercies  all  men  have  an  equal  claim, 
may,  in  the  fulness  of  his  time,  work  a  miracle  in 
behalf  of  the  trampled  rights  of  human  nature? 
Sir,  humanity,  unless  I  am  egregiously  deceived, 
disclaims  those  doctrines,  the  practical  result  of 
which  is  to  make  the  black  man  more  wretched, 
and  the  white  man  less  safe.  She  turns  with 
shivering  abhorrence  from  the  fetters  which,  while 
you  affect  to  loosen,  you  clasp  more  firmly  around 
the  miserable  African. 

But,  let  gentlemen  beware!  Assume  the  Mis- 
sissippi as  the  boundary.  Say,  that  to  the  smiling 
Canaan  be yimd  its  waters,  no  slave  shall  approach, 
and  you  give  a  new  character  to  its  inhabitants, 
totally  distinct  from  that  which  shall  belong  to 
the  people  thronging  on  the  east  of  your  limits. 
You  implant  diversity  of  pursuits,  hostility  of  feel- 
ing, envy,  hatre<l,  and  bitter  reproaches,  which 

"  Shall  grow  to  clubn  and  naked  swords, 
"To  murder  and  to  death." 

If  you  remain  inexorable  ;  if  you  persist  in  re- 
fusing the  humble,  the  decent,  the  reasonable 
prayer  of  Missouri,  is  there  no  danger  tliat  her  re- 
sistance will  rise  in  proportion  to  your  oppression  ? 
Sir,  the  firebrand,  which  is  even  now  cast  into 
your  society,  will  rtnjuire  blood— ay,  and  the 
blood  of  freemen — for  its  quenching.  Your  Union 
shall  tremble,  as  under  the  force  of  an  earthquake ! 
While  you  incautiouslv  pull  down  a  Constitu- 
tional barrier,  you  malte  way  for  the  dark,  and 
tumultuous,  and  overwhelming  waters  of  desola- 
tion !  If  you  "  .sow  the  winds,  must  you  not  reap 
the  whirlwind  ?" 

Mr.  Claoett,  of  New  Hampshire,  rose  and  ad- 
dressed the  Chair  as  follows:  Mr.  Chairman,  when 
I  reflect  that  the  subject  under  consideration  in- 
volves a  Constitutional  question  of  the  first  mag- 
nitude, in  which  the  whole  Union  is  deeply  in- 
terested, I  confess  I  feel  fully  sensible  of  my  own 
inability  to  perform  that  duty  which  I  owe  to 
those  I  represent,  and  to  my  country.  Nor  am  I 
insensible  to  the  solicitude  felt  by  this  honorable 
body,  while  this  discussion  proofs.  But  as  equal 
solicitude,  and,  probably,  greater,  a^gitated  the  Con- 
vention who  formed  our  Constitution,  when  the 
same  subject  was  before  them;  and,  as  their  de- 
liberations closed,  so,  I  hope  ours  will,  in  a  spirit 
of  amity.  Theirs  was  the'  greater  task  ;  they  had 
a  compromise  to  make:  we  find  it  already  made; 
they  had  a  Constitution  to  form:  we  find  one  al- 
ready formed.     With  these  impressions,  and  a  full 


sense  of  my  own  responsihility  for  the  course  I 
pursue,  and  for  the  motives  by  which  I  am  goT- 
erned,  I  ask  your  attention  to  the  brief  view  of 
the  subject  which  my  best  reflections  enable  me  to 
present.  And,  sir,  it  will  be  my  endeavor  to  avoid 
every  thing  contrary  to  that  spirit  of  harmony  so 
desirable ;  and  I  regret  that  any  remarks  should 
have  been  made  which  may  require  animadver- 
sion or  retort. 

The  bill  under  consideration  provides  that  the 
inhabitants  of  that  portion  of  the  Missouri  Terri- 
tory, within  certain  boundaries,  be  authorized  to 
form  for  themselves  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment, &x.,  and  when  formed,  said  State  shall 
be  admitted  into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States  in  all  respects  whatsoever, 
provided,  «fcc. ;  and  the  amendment  immediately 
before  us  provides  "  that  there  shall  be  neither 
'  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  in  the  said 
'  State,  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of 
'  crimes,  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly 
'  convicted,"  &c. 

Sir,  in  order  to  decide  correctly  on  the  amend- 
ment, we  must  necessarily  consider  the  merits  of 
the  bill,  and  this  will  lead  to  the  inquiry,  what  are 
the  claims  of  the  people  of  Mi.s.souri?  They  arise 
from  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  of  30th  April,  1803, 
whereby  the  French  Republic  ceded  the  then 
colony  or  province  of  Louisiana  to  the  United 
States  in  full  domain  and  sovereignty;  the  third 
article  of  which  stipulates  "  that  the  inhabitants 
'  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  incorporated  in 
'  the  union  of  the  United  States,  and  admitted  as 
'  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of  the 
'  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the 
'  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens  of 
'  the  United  States;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  they 
'  shall  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free  en- 
'  ioyment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  the  reli- 
'  ffion  which  they  profess." 

iSir,  after  the  ratification  of  this  treaty,  and 
while  I  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  the  Eighth 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  (some  honorable 
members  of  which  body  I  have  the  pleasure  to  re- 
cognise in  this  Hall,)  a  resolution,  onered  I  believe 
by  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  now  in 
his  seat,  was  before  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  was  nearly  to  this  effect :  "  Resolved,  That 
'  provision  ought  to  be  made  for  carrying  into 
'  effect  the  treaty  and  conventions  concluded  at 
'  Paris,  .30th  of  April,  1803,  between  the  United 
'  States  of  America  and  the  F'rench  Republic." 
That  resolution  was  fully  discussed,  and  was 
adopted,  by  ayes  and  noes,  a  great  majority  being 
in  the  affirmative.  Sir,  that  resolution  had  my 
best  consideration,  and  I  felt  myself  bound  to  give 
my  vote  in  the  affirmative.  The  .same  motives 
wnich  then  operated  upon  my  mind  still  govern 
me,  and  I  feel  myself  bound  to  give  this  treaty 
full  effect ;  and  this,  I  think,  we  may  do  in  good 
faith,  the  restriction  of  slavery  notwithstanding. 
The  treaty  stipulates  that  "  the  inhabitants  of  the 
'  ceded  territory  shall  be  incorporated  into  theunion 
'  of  the  United  States,  and  admitted  as  .soon  as 
'  po.ssible,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Fed- 
'  eral  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the 
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'  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  I  "officious  friends,"  by  the  application  uf  these 
'  the  United  States,"  tStc.  Beyond  this  the  treaty  !  "  principles,"  saved  her  from  dissolution.  The 
does  not,  and  could  not,  guaranty.  What,  then,  \  spark  ol  liberty  was  preserved  till  it  burst  into  a 
are  the  principles  of  our  Constitution,  and  what  Haaie,  never,  I  hope,  to  be  extinguished.  But, 
the  rights  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  ?  \  says  the  same  honorable  gentleman,  "  the  friends 
Sir,  the  principles  are  more  pure,  and  the  rights  of  this  amendment  arc  advancing  principles,  the 
greater,  than  are  enjoyed  by  any  other  people  on  effect  of  which  will  cause  our  throats  to  be  cut ;"' 
earth.  Such  principles  and  sucfh  rights  as  began  but  keepcuol,  say  the  gentlemen.  Mr.  Cliainnnn, 
to  unfold  in  the  Congress  of  1774.  View  their  !  what  are  the  "  princi|)les' alluded  to?  Are  they 
proceedings  from  that  lime  to  the  adoption  of  this  '  found  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  (al- 
Constitution,  and  you  will  perceive  an  ardent  ready  cited,)  in  the  ordinance  of  1787,  or  in  the 
struggle  for  freedom  and  the  rights  of  man. —  Constitution  ?  Permit  me  to  read  a  few  lines  of 
Among  the  men  who  supported  these  principles  this  ordinance:  "And  for  extending  the  funda- 
were  those  who  declared  your  independence;  who  '  mental  principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
proclaimed  to  the  world  these  truths:  '"That  all  "  which  form  the  basis  whereon  these  U«  publics, 
'  men  are  created  equal:  that  they  are  endowed  '■  *  their  laws  and  constitutions,  are  erected;  to  fix 
'  by  their  Creator  with  certain  inalienable  rights  ; , '  and  establish  those  principles  as  the  basis  of  all 
'  among  which  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of;  '  laws,  consiitutions,  and  irovernments,  which  for- 
'  happiness;  and  who,  in  support  of  those  princi-  |  ^ever  hereafter  shall  be  formed  in  said  Territory  ; 
'  pies,  and  invoking  the  aid  and  protection  of  '  to  provide  also  for  the  tstablishment  of  States 
'  Divine  Providence,  pledged  to  each  other  their  '  and  permanent  rjovernment  therein,  and  for  their 
'  lives,  their  fortunes,  and  their  sacred  honor.""  ,  '  admission  to  a  share  in  the  Federal  Councils,  on 
Sir,  is  not  this  pledge  binding  upon  us?  Surely  j  '  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  at  as 
it  is.  Some  of  these  were  the  men  who  effected  ;  '  early  |)eriod>  as  may  Ijo  consistent  with  tlie  geu- 
your  Confederation,  established  that  invaluable  or- ,' eral  interest;  it  is  ordained,  &c.,  article  sixth, 
dinance  of  1787,  containing  the  fundamental  prin- I  '  there  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary 
ciples  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  as  the  basis  of,  "  servitude  in  the  said  Territory,  otherwise  than  m 
al  governments  in  that  Territory,  and  the  rule  of  i  '  the  punisliment  of  crimes,  wher«of  the  party 
admission  of  new  States  into  the  Union,  and  by  '  '  "  ' 
w 


lich  slavery  was  excluded  from  said  Territory 


shall  have  been  duly  convicted  ;  provided  always, 
that  any  person  escaping  into  the  same,  from 
forever.  Many  of  the  same  men  were  among  <' whom  labor  or  service  is  lawfully  claimed  in  any 
those  who  formed  your  Constitution,  which  is  |  •  one  of  the  original  States,  such  fugitive  may  l>o 
founded  upon  the  same  principles.  j  '  lawfully  rcchuined,  and   conveyed  to  the  |)erson 

Bat  it  has  been  said,  that,  from  these  "jirinci-;  '  claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  service  as  aforesaid."' 
pies"  will  How  dangerous  consequences,  and  that;  Are  these  tiic  '•principles''  at  which  gentlemen 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the  Articles  of  |  take  alarm,  and  from  which  such  dreadful  conse- 
Confederation,  and  the  ordinance  of  1787,  were  i  quences  will  ensue  ?  I  hope  not.  This  ordinance 
usurpations  of  power,  and  have  no  relation  to  the  deserves  high  consideration  ;  it  contain^  rurc  re- 
subject  before  us.  Sir,  is  it  possible  ?  1  hope  my  !  publican  principles,  which  do  honor  to  tfio.se  by 
ears  deceived  me;  but  I  thousht  an  honorable ,  whom  they  were  established.  But  we  have  been 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Holmes)  ap-  ,  told  this  ordinance  is  inapplicable  to  the  subject 
plied  the  appellation  "officious  friends,"'  " self- j  before  us;  but  I  think  otherwise.  Sir,  it  was 
created  societies,'"  a  mixture  of  black,  white,  and  ,  establi.shed  for  the  government  of  that  extensive 
gray,  to  those  statesmen  and  patriots  who  con- 1  Territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  within 
tended  for  these  ••  principles."'  Sir,  who  are  they  ?  j  which  the  three  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  lUi- 
Permit  me  to  mention  some  of  their  names. —  j  nois.  have  been  formed,  and  since  admitted  into 
Among  them  were  John  Hancock,  Thomas  Jef-  the  Union ;  and  from  which  States  slavery  has 
ferson,  John  Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Patrick  U-en  wholly  excluded.  Sir.  those  who  formetl  it, 
Henry,  James  Monroe,  James  Madison,  Peyton  sensible  of  its  importance,  took  care  in  the  first 
Randolph,  El  bridge  Gerry,  Samuel  Adams,  Oliver  1  session  of  the  first  Congress,  after  the  adoption  of 
Wolcott,  John  Langdon,  William  Henry  Lee,  I  this  Constitution,  to  recognise  and  re-establi».h  this 
Henry  Lauren.s,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Roger  Sherman,  |  ordinance  by  law:  and  can  we  believe,  that  had 
and,  when  not  leading  your  armies  to  victory,  i  the  people  of  Mis.sotri  then  been  within  the  terri- 
Gieorge  Washington.     Some  of  these  statesmen  j  tory  of  the  United  States,  they  would  not  have 


yet  live;  others  are  no  more,  but  their  names  will 
be  had  in  perpetual  memory.  [Here  Mr.  H.  rose, 
and  .said  "the  gentleman's  ears  deceived  him."" 
Mr.  C.  replied,  he  should  be  happy  to  excuse  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and 
wished  him  to  designate  to  whom  his  epithets  ap- 
plied. Mr.  FI.  not  complying,  Mr.  C.  proceeded.) 
Sir,  my  organs  of  hearing  are  pretty  good ;  the 
sound  still  vibrates.  But  it  was  also  said  by  the 
same  honorable  gentleman — "a  man  is  sick  ;  and 
these  officious  friends  will  endanger  his  life." 
Sir,  our  beloved  country  was  sick,  and  these 


been  placed  under  the  government  of  the  same 
ordinance?  i\o,  sir,  we  cannot  believe  it;  and, 
indeed,  this  ordinance  has  since  been  applied  to 
them,  by  the  law  of  2iolh  March,  1804,  and  the 
executive,  legislative,  and  judicial  power  of  Indi- 
ana extended  to,  and  exercised  over  them.  But 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  admits  that  this 
ordinance  IS  not  wholly  inapplicable;  but  applies 
it  to  territories  only,  and  not  to  States:  but,  sir,  it 
clearly  applies  to  both;  and  was  established  as  a 
school,  in  which,  previous  to  their  admi.-^sion  into 
the  Federal  Councils,  they  were  to  l>e  taught  re- 
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publican  principles;  those  "principles"  for  which 
we  now  contend,  and  to  which  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois,  strictly  conformed.  Do  those  States  com- 
plain ?  Are  they  too  free  ?  No,  sir,  they  rejoice 
in  their  freedom,  as,  I  sincerely  hope,  will  yet  be 
the  case  of  the  people  of  Missouri. 

But,  said  the  same  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  "  the  friends  of  this  amendment 
'  have  served  up,  for  our  entertainment,  six  dishes  ; 
'  neither  of  which  is  palatable  ;  have  attempted  to 
'  pass  six  pieces  of  coin,  five  of  which  are  counter- 
'  leit ;  and  have  offered  six  reasons,  neither  of 
'  which  is  conclusive." 

Sir,  as  I  have  l)een  accustomed  to  domestic  pro- 
ductions, in  a  simple  style,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to 
[tursue  the  figure  used  by  the  gentleman,  I  am  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  what  has  been  "  served  up," 
and  am  sorry  it  does  not  suit  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's taste. 

As  to  coin,  sir,  I  have  but  one  piece ;  it  is  an 
eagle  from  the  Mint  of  the  United  States ;  a  gift 
from  my  friends  ;  it  has  borne  the  test  of  the  cru- 
cible, and  has  been  pronounced,  by  the  best  assay- 
ers,  pure  gold.  Sir,  I  hold  it  in  my  hand,  (the 
Constitution)  and,  if  even  the  honoraHle  gentleman 
should  have  scruples,  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  pass 
current  here.  As  to  reasons  in  support  of  my  po- 
sitions, I  have  sought  for  them  in  this  same  Consti- 
tution, and  think  I  have  found  them;  but  as  to 
numbers,  whether  six,  more,  or  less,  I  am  not  te- 
nacious, provided  they  are  sufficient  for  my  purpose. 

Sir.  this  Constitution  is  a  sacred  compact,  the 
result  of  an  amicable  compromise  between  the  ori- 
ginal States  in  this  Union,  then,  individually  sov- 
ereign ami  independent  ot  each  other ;  but,  when 
this  Constitution  was  formed,  no  State  remained 
completely  or  perfi'cily  sovereign  ;  but  each.  "  in 
order  to  prom  tte  the  general  welfare,*'  divested 
herself  of  a  portion  of  sovereignty,  and  in  the  exact 
ratio  that  power  was  granted  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. And  this  iN  apparent  from  the  nature  of 
things  ;  from  the  address  of  the  Convention  to  the 
Congress,  and  from  the  v  try  preamble  to  the  Con- 
stitution, which  I  will  read  :  tor  there  is  not  a  word 
in  it  without  its  appropriate  meaning — it  follows: 
•'We,  thi'  people  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to 
'  form  a  iiKjre  jxrfect  union,  establish  justice,  in- 
'  suredoiu'stic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common 
'  defence,  jiromote  the  general  welt'are,  and  secure 
'  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourstlves  and  our  pos- 
'  terity,  do  ordain  and  establish  this  Constitution 
'  for  the  United  States  of  America."  Here,  sir, 
the  great  objects  of  this  Constitution  unfold  ;  and, 
in  construing  it,  these  objects  should  be  kept 
steadily  in  view. 

I  have  said,  no  State  in  the  Union  is  perfectly 
sovereign  ;  yet  I  would  not  be  understood  to  dero- 
gate from  that  State  sovereignty  retained.  "The 
powers  not  delegated  are  reserved  to  the  States  re- 
spectively, or  to  the  people  ;"  and  upon  the  present 
subject,  thoui^h  I  shall  not  consider  the  words 
"  general  welfare"'  vague,  as  some  seem  to  suppose 
them,  I  shall  not  rest  my  argument  upon  them,  but 
readily  admit  that  we  must  seek  for  express  dele- 
gated power,  and,  if  we  find  it,  then  exercise  such 
powers  as  the  "  general  welfare"'  may  require. 


Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  said  that,  among  the 
statesmen  who  formed  this  Constitution,  were  many 
of  those  who  sub-scribed  to  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, the  Act  of  Confederation,  and  established 
the  Ordinance  of  1787  ;  and  in  all  their  proceed- 
ings it  evidently  appears  that  they  considered 
slavery  as  a  great  evil,  and  inconsistent  with  those 
pure  principles  of  liberty  for  which  they  contended; 
and  in  no  act  is  this  more  apparent  than  in  that 
ordinance  by  which  slavery  is  expressly  excluded 
from  all  the  Territory  and  States  northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio,  forever.  But  the  same  subject  was 
among  th*most  perplexing  and  painful  in  the 
Convention  who  formed  the  Constitution,  as  ap- 
pears by  their  journals.  Slavery  had  been  intro- 
duced, indeed,  under  a  Government  whose  prin- 
ciples were  not  congenial  with  ours.  It  was  an 
existing  evil  in  our  land,  and  could  not  be  imme- 
diately eradicated,  but  it  could  be  restricted;  and 
further  exten.sion  of  the  evil  prohibited.  After 
much  agitation,  this  course  was  amicably  agreed 
upon,  as  clearly  appears  from  the  Con.siitution : 
leaving  it,  however,  with  such  original  States 
where  the  evil  existed,  to  regulate  their  own  inter- 
nal concerns,  and  giving  to  Congress  full  power 
over  this  subject  in  all  other  respects,  but  suspend- 
ing the  operation  of  that  power  until  the  year  1808. 
Si^,  let  me  ask  your  attention  to  the  9th  section 
of  the  1st  article  of  the  Constitution ;  and,  if  we 
keep  in  view  the  principle  contended  for,  the  object 
to  be  attained,  it  would  seem  that  we  must  come 
to  a  correct  conclusion.  "  The  migration  or  im- 
'  portation  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States 
'  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall 
•  not  l)e  prohibited  by  Congress  prior  to  the  year 
'  1808  ;  but  a  tax  or  duty  may  l>e  imposed  on  such 
'  importation,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each 
'  iH?r.son."' 

Sir,  plain  as  this  section  really  is,  different  con- 
structions have  been  attempted.  The  honorable 
;entleman  from  Massachusetts,  last  mentioned, 
las  facetiously  called  upon  the  friends  of  this 
amendment  to  agree.  Sir,  I  have  perceived  no 
material  disagreement  on  this  side  of  the  question, 
but  have  noticed  a  little  on  the  other,  and  must  be 
permitted  to  retort  the  remark.  The  honorable 
gentleman  contends  tlial  the  tejia  "  migration" 
applies  only  to  free  persons,  (emigrants ;)  but  the 
houorable  gentleman  from  Virginia, (Mr.  S.mvth,) 
who  followed  on  the  same  side,  contends  that  it 
applies  only  to  slaves;  and  here  the  two  honorable 
gentlemeu  seem  to  be  at  issue.  But  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  frankly  confesses 
that  his  "  first  impressions  led  him  to  the  opinion 
that  the  term  migration,  as  here  used,  applied  only 
to  slaves."  Sir,  I  am  convinced  the  "  first  impres- 
sions"' of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts were  correct ;  and  that  "  first  impressions" 
should  not  be  too  soon  surrendered.  But,  sir,  the 
words  "  migration"'  and  "  importation,"  though 
different  in  signification,  both  apply  here  to  the 
same  persons — to  "such  persons  as  any  of  the 
States  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit." 
Migration,  in  commou  parlance,  is  the  act  of  re- 
moving from  place  to  place;  and,  as  used  here, 
can  only  mean  from  State  to  State;  because  the 
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compact  was  between  States,  and  was  intended  to 
protect  non-slaveholding:  States,  against  the  intru- 
sion of  slaves,  and  to  restrict  them  within  the 
States  where  the  evil  was  tolerated.  "  Importation" 
means  bringing  from  abroad,  and  can  have  no  other 
meaning,  and  was  intended  to  prevent  the  farther 
introduction  of  slaves  from  abroad. 

The  words  "  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States 
now  existing  shall  thmk  proper  to  admit,"  show 
that  all  the  States  did  not  think  proper  to  admit ; 
and  the  fact  is  well  known  that  six  only  of  the 
thirteen  original  States  did  then  ad§iit  slaves ; 
."^even  (which  were  a  majority)  were  oppo.sed  to 
their  admission  ;  but  all  entered  into  this  compact, 
as  the  best  and  only  remedy  in  their  power ;  sus- 
pending the  operation  of  the  power  of  Congress 
upon  the  original  States  until  1808,  when  it  was 
believed,  restrictions  even  upon  the  original  States 
might  safely  commence,  but,  without  any  limita- 
tion or  suspension  of  power  over  the  subject,  as  to 
new  States.  But,  it  has  been  said,  that  "  migra- 
tion" applies  only  to  white  emigrants.  Sir,  if 
there  can  be  a  doubt  that  slaves  are  the  persons 
intended,  the  5th  article  of  the  Constitution  will 
remove  it ;  for  that  article  is  wholly  in  favor  of 
slaveholding  States,  and  provides,  that  "  no  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution,  prior  to  1808,  shall  affect 
the  1st  and  4th  clauses  in  the  9th  section  of  the  1st 
article,  which  wholly  apply  to  slaves.  The  6th 
article  of  the  ordinance  ol  1787,  excluding  slavery 
from  new  States,  but  permitting  reclamation  of 
fugitives  from  original  States  only,  must,  from  its 
analogy  to  the  9th  section  and  Ist  article  of  the 
Constitution,  have  been  in  view  of  the  Convention 
when  the  Constitution  was  formed,  and  has  a 
strong  bearing  on  this  subject.  Can  it  then  be 
doubted  that  Congress  have  a  superintending  and 
complete  power  over  this  subject,  except  only  as 
to  the  internal  regulations  m  the  original  States  ? 
And  did  not  Congress  commence  this  work  by  a 
law  of  1807,  which  took  eflect  on  the  1st  day  of 
the  year  1808  7  Sir,  they  did  ;  and  I  think  we  are 
bound  to  pursue  it. 

By  the  third  section  and  fourtTi  article  of  the 
Constitution,  "  Congress  have  power  to  dispose  of 
'  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  as  to 
'  the  territories  and  other  property  of  the  United 
'  States."  This  power  has  been  exercised,  and 
with  a  special  view  to  exclude  slavery  from  terri- 
tories, and  to  prepare  such  territories  for  State  gov- 
ernment. And,  sir,  by  the  same  article  of  the 
Constitution,  it  is  declared,  that  "  new  States  may 
be  admitted  by  Congress  into  this  Union;"  not 
that  Congress  shall  admit,  at  all  events,  but  leav- 
ing it  with  Cons^ress  to  admit,  or  not  admit,  a 
State  into  this  Union,  as  the  'general  welfare" 
may  require  ?  And  why  is  it  so  ?  Because,  by 
the  fourth  section  of  the  same  article,  "  the  United 
'  States  shall  guaranty  to  every  State  in  the  Union 
'  a  republican  form  of  government,  and  shall  pro- 
'  tect  each  of  them  against  invasion,  and  against 
*  domestic  violence."  Sir,  with  this  view  of  the 
subject,  can  we  doubt  the  course  we  should  take? 
Is  slavery  consistent  with  republican  principles ; 
or  with  the  ''  general  welfare  "  of  this  nation  ?  I 
think  not.     Sir,  I  have  endeavored  to  show  that 


we  have  a  Constitutional  right  to  prohibit  the 
farther  introduction  of  slavery  into  the  new  States, 
and  I  have  shown  that  slavery  has  been  prohibit- 
ed in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois ;  and  no  new  State, 
except  Louisiana,  has  ever  been  admitted  without 
this  restriction,  where  it  could  be  applied.  The 
States  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Mis.sissippi,  and 
Alabama,  were  carved  out  of  original  States,  and, 
though  other  conditions  were  annexed,  this  restric- 
tion could  not.  Constitutionally,  be  annexed  as  a 
condition  of  their  admission.  As  to  the  admission 
of  Louisiana,  without  this  restriction,  I  leave  others 
to  decide  how  far  that  act  accords  with  sound  prin- 
ciples and  policy  ;  but  that  Congress  had  power 
to  enforce  this  restriction,  I  have  no  doubt,  indeed, 
the  numerous  and  unusual  conditions  of  her  ad- 
mission evince  the  power. 

Why  then,  Mr.  Cnairman,  should  Missouri  claim 
what  we  have  denied  to  our  other  citizens  and  sis- 
ter States  ;  and,  indeed,  what,  in  my  judgment, 
we  have  no  power  to  grant?  This  bill  proposes 
to  admit  Missouri  into  the  Union  "  upon  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States;"  but,  sir,  the  words 
^' equal  footing  with  original  States"  are  not  found 
in  the  Constitution,  but  in  the  ordinance  of  1787, 
which  excludes  slavery  for  ever.  And  here  is 
another  striking  evidence  that  those  who  establish- 
ed this  ordinance  did  not  consider  slavery  among 
the  federal  or  common  rights  guarantied,  by  the 
Constitution,  to  new  States.  And  when  we  con- 
sider that  in  the  C^onvention  which  formed  the 
Constitution  were  many  of  the  same  men  who 
established  this  ordinance;  and  when  we  compare 
the  sixth  article  of  the  latter  with  the  ninth  sec- 
tion of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution,  and 
perceive  their  striking  analogy,  how  can  we  doubt 
of  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution  ? 

But  it  is  said  the  people  of  Missouri  demand 
this  right,  under  the  treaty  of  1803.  Sir,  the  Con- 
stitution is  paramount  to  the  trraty  ;  and  any  stip- 
ulation inconsistent  with  the  Constitution  would 
be,  ipsofado,  void  ;  but  no  such  stipulation  is  found. 
We  may  give  this  treaty  full  latitude;  we  may 
admit  Missouri,  as  a  State,  "into  the  Union  of  the 
'  United  States,  according  to  the  principles  of  the 
'  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the 
'  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citizens 
'  of  the  United  States,"  agreeably  to  this  treaty, 
the  amendments  to  this  bill  notwithstanding; 
slavery  not  being  among  the  federal  rights  stip- 
ulated in  the  treaty,  nor  guarantied  by  the  Consti- 
tution. All  this  is  consistent  with  that  construc- 
tion of  the  Constitution  for  which  I  contend. 

But  I  never  can  consent  to  admit  the  people  of 
Missouri,  who  were  not  citizens  of  the  Union 
when  the  Constitution  was  formed,  to  rights  which 
seven  of  the  thirteen  original  Stales  had  not,  nor 
claimed,  when  that  Constitution  was  adopted,  nor 
possessed  when  thi^  treaty  was  ratified,  and  which 
eleven  States  have  not  now.  Sir,  this  compact 
was  betw(»en  the  original  States;  a  majority  of 
whom,  at  least,  were  opposed  to  slavery  ;  and  they 
provided  u  remedy  for  the  evil ;  the  compact  is 
sacred,  and  must  hie  carried  into  effect.  Sir,  the 
free  people  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  have,  by 
their  constitution,  excluded  slavery,  and  believe 
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it  maln'in  in  »',  and  my  own  sentiments  sincerely 
accord  with  theirs.  To  admit  this  evil,  then,  would, 
as  to  myself,  be  a  departure  from  those  principles 
which  ought,  and,  I  hope,  ever  will  govern  me. 
But  we  are  charged  with  inhumanity  and  hypo- 
crisy ;  it  is  even  said  that  we  profess  a  disposition 
to  relieve  while  we  are  attempting  to  confine  them 
within  narrow  limits,  in  order  to  effect  their  exter- 
mination !  Sir,  there  is  no  foundation  for  this 
charge ;  there  is  yet  room  enough,  and  to  spare,  in 
theslaveholding  Slate>,  for  all  the  natural  increase; 
but  if,  by  importation  or  otherwise,  it  should  be- 
come necessary,  they  may  be  .sent  to  Africa,  or 
elsewhere,  from  whence  they  came. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  we  are  willing  to  place  the 
people  of  Missouri  upon  an  equal  footing  with  cur 
own  citizens  and  sister  States,  (all  other  things 
bein^  equal,)  can  we  do  more;  or  can  they,  rea- 
sonably, ask  more? 

The  Constitution,  under  which  they  claim  ad- 
mission, guaranties  to  every  State  in  this  Union 
freedom — a  republican  government ;  and  distinctly 
points  to  an  existing  evil,  incompatible  with  the 
principles  e.stabli>h(d  for  its  basis,  and  prescribes 
the  best  and  only  remedy.  The  time  has  arrived 
when  this  solemn  compact  should  be  carried  into 
farther  effect,  in  which  the  whole  nation  is  deeply 
concerned,  and  ui)on  which  their  prosperity  and 
happiness  materially  depend  ;  and  this  can  be  done 
without  clashing  with  the  rights,  or  detracting 
from  the  happiness  of  the  good  people  beyond  the 
Mississippi.  This  compact  being  between  the 
thirteen  original  and  (then)  sovereign  States;  and 
the  pet)ple  of  Missouri,  or  Louisiana,  not  being  a 
party,  have  no  ri£jht  to  complain.  We  would  re- 
ceive them  into  the  Union,  with  open  arms,  to 
the  enjoyment  of  all  the  Constitutional  privileges 
which  appertain  to  them,  and  would  cheerfully 
invite  them  to  the  blessings  of  a  free  government, 
beyond  which  are  not  extended  to  any  other  people 
on  earth  ;  but  we  cannot  surrender  those  pure,  un- 
mixed principles  of  liberty,  purchased  at  .so  high 
a  price,  and  which  our  best  patriots  have  labored 
to  secure. 

Mr.  Chairman:  Look  back  to  times  which  tried 
the  "principles"  of  men;  to  the  Congress  of 
1774,  and  examine  the  proci'edings  of  those  men 
to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution ;  the  profes- 
sions and  the  acts  of  those  patriots  all  speak  the 
same  language,  and  tend  to  the  same  object — civil 
and  religious  liberty,  the  rights  of  man;  and  then 
.say,  if  we  can  so  far  depart  from  their  principles, 
as  to  extend  slavery  over  this  free  and  happy  land. 
Is  there  no  evil  in  this  traffic?  Why  were  Con- 
gress so  assiduous  to  enforce  the  ordinance  of  1787, 
upon  our  citizens  now  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Il- 
linois? Why  was  your  law  of  1807  "prepared  to 
meet  the  first  day  of  the  year  1808,  when  you 
could  first  nrohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  into 
the  original  States? 

Why  are  your  statute  book>  replete  with  penal 
laws  against  this  evil?  And  why  are  your  ships 
of  war  ordered  to  cruise  against  the  offenders,  cap- 
ture and  bring  them  in  for  punishment  ? 

Sir,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  you  appro- 
priated no  less  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 


to  carry  these  laws  into  effect ;  extend  this  evil, 
and  you  must  enlarge  your  fleets;  your  Treasury 
will  be  exhausted! 

What  will  your  laws  avail,  if  you  suffer  this 
new  field,  this  immense  market,  to  be  opened  for 
slaves? 

But,  sir,  what  will  the  nations  of  the  earth  think 
of  us  ?  What  shall  we  think  of  ourselves?  Can 
we  extend  this  evil  over  so  fair,  so  extensive  a  por- 
tion of  the  globe  ;  even  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  ?  No, 
sir,  we  cannot.  Let  us  close  the  door  against  this 
great  evil,  and  evince  to  an  attentive  world  that 
we  are  just,  as  well  as  free. 

And  now,  sir,  I  will  only  ask  your  attention  to 
an  extract  from  Mr.  Jefferson's  ^otcs  on  Virginia, 
wherein,  when  treating  on  slavery  and  its  concom- 
itant evil  con.sequences,  that  di.stinguished  states- 
man makes  the  following  impresnre  and  solemn  re- 
marks: "Indeed,  I  tremble  for  my  country,  when 
'  I  reflect  that  God  is  just;  his  justice  cannot  sleep 
'  forever.  The  Almighty  has  no  attribute  which 
'  can  take  side  with  us,  in  such  a  contest." 

Mr.  Dowse,  of  Massachu.'etts,  followed  on  the 
same  side,  and  advocated  the  restriction  near  half 
an  hour. 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  next  rose,  and,  af- 
ter a  few  remarks  from  him,  indicative  of  an  in- 
tention to  address  the  House  on  the  question,  he 
moved  that  the  Committee  should  rise  ;  when  the 
Committee  rose,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Wedke.sday.  February  2. 

On  motion  of  .Mr.  Ca.mpbell,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  obtain- 
ing a  copy  of  the  plans  and  field  notes  included  in 
the  Ohio  Company's  purchase. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  appoint  a  receiver  of  the 
public  money,  and  register  for  the  land  office,  of 
Laurence  county,  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  PiNCKNEY  rose  to  offer  a  resolution.  He 
remarked,  that  in  the  year  1812,  the  Legislature 
of  South  Carolina  passed  a  law  to  prevent  duel- 
ling, which  had  had  great  effect  in  putting  a  stop 
to  it ;  but  It  was  discovered  that,  in  certain  ces- 
sions of  territory  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston  and 
elsewhere,  to  the  United  States,  the  State  had 
omitted  to  retain  a  proper  jurisdiction  over  the 
ceded  ground,  upon  which,  consequently,  the  State 
authority  could  not  go,  either  to  prevent  the  viola- 
tion of  tne  State  laws,  or  to  arrest  those  who  had 
fled  from  justice.  With  the  view  of  remedying 
this  evil,  he  moved  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider 
of  the  expediency  of  restoring  to  all  the  States  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  territory  ceded  to  them  for  forts 
and  arsenals,  so  far  as  respects  the  execution  of  their 
State  laws  for  the  prevention  and  punishment  of  crimes, 
and  recovery  of  debts. 

Mr.  PiNCKNEY,  Mr.  Mercer,  and  Mr.  McLane, 
of  Delaware,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 
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BANKS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Coraniiitee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petitions 
from  the  several  banks  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  a  resolution  directing  an  inquiry  into 
theexpediency  of  prohibiting  the  circulation,  within 
the  said  District,  of  notes  of  a  denomination  under 
five  dollars,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied 
with  a  bill  concerning  the  banks  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  for  other  purposes  ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  comniitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  Saturda)  next.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows:      .  I 

The  Committf  e  on  the  District  of  Colombia,  to  whom 
were  referred  sundry  petitions  with  respect  to  the  banks 
of  the  District,  and  a  resolution  directing  an  inquiry 
into  the  expediency  ofprohiliiting  the  circulation  within 
the  f>ame  of  note*  of  a  Jenoinination  under  tive  dol- 
lars, have,  according  to  order,  bad  the  same  under  con- 
sideration ;  and,  alter  much  delil>eration  and  reflection, 
prepared  a  bill  in  relation  thereto,  which  accompanies 
this  report. 

In  the  prosecution  ol'  the  various  inquiries  to  which 
the  attention  of  the  committee  was  directed,  they  were 
impressed  with  the  belief  that  most  serious  injury 
would  result  to  the  District  from  an  effort,  at  this  time, 
suddenly  to  call  in  a  considerable  |>art  of  the  debt  due 
to  the  several  banks.  While  the  price  of  the  staple 
commodity  of  the  Potimac  market  is  unusually  de- 
pressed, such  a  measure  would  expose  to  sale,  at  a  great 
sacrifice,  much  of  the  real  property  of  the  District — 
would  totally  prostrate  its  remaining  commerce — and 
prove  alike  injurious  to  all  classes  of  its  citizens.  It  is 
needless  to  say,  that  such  a  calamity  would  be  sensi- 
bly fell  by  the  adjacent  country. 

While  the  committee  have  been  strongly  impressed 
with  the  belief  that  the  multiplication  of  banks  within 
the  District  has  been  pushed  to  an  extent  injurious 
both  to  the  lender  and  the  borrower,  they  could  find 
no  safe  remedy  for  this  imprudence  in  u  sudden  pros- 
tration of  the  existing  banks,  nor  in  a  forced  consoli- 
dation of  them  into  a  smaller  number. 

The  evil  of  excessive  banking  has  it*  consequen- 
tial or  natural  corrective  in  the-  reduced  profits  oi  the 
stockholder,  and  the  frequent  embarrassments  of  his 
debtor. 

This  remedy  your  committee  found  already  in  oper- 
ation. The  Franklin  Dank  has  asked  for  time  only 
to  wind  up  iu  alfairs.  (several  other  banks,  it  is  be- 
lieved, like  the  Union  Bank  of  .Xlexandria,  will  not 
avaU  themselves  of  the  small  extension  allorJed  to  their 
charters  by  this  bill,  except  with  a  view  either  to  fol- 
low the  example  of  the  Franklin  Dank,  or  to  embrace 
the  opportunity  presented  to  them  by  this  bill  of  unit- 
ing their  funds,  and  saving  the  annual  expense  of  a 
double  or  triple  set  of  officers,  and  .a  like  waste  of  fixed 
capital. 

The  committee  would  have  endeavored  t>>  prescribe 
the  principles  of  the  associations  expected  to  arise  from 
the  disposition  manifested  by  the  banks  to  reduce  their 
number  by  contiolidation ;  but  they  thought  it  bettor 
to  leave  those  compromises,  in  which  considerable  dif- 
ficulties are  to  be  encountered  and  removed,  to  be 
settled  by  an  intimate  knowledge  of  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  different  banks.  More  harmony  will  be 
thereby  assured  to  the  society  of  the  District,  so  likely 
to  be  agitated  by  questions  vitally  imporUnt  to  Us 
prosperity. 


To  coerce  a  consolidation  of  the  banks,  it  wm  be- 
lieved, would  pro«e  not  less  injurious  to  their  interest, 
and  to  that  of  the  community  around  them,  than  to 
deny  to  them  an  ujiportunity  of  effecting  such  a  con- 
solidation in  a  mode  adapted  to  both. 

In  preferring  two  banks  to  a  single  one,  in  each  of 
the  towns  of  the  District,  the  committee  have  accom- 
modated the  number  to  the  wi»hes  of  a  great  majority 
of  their  inhabitants ;  and  bare  preserved  the  restraint 
of  competition  U)>on  institutions,  which,  partaking  of 
the  character  of  powerful  monopolies,  might,  without 
this  salutary  corrective,  degenerate  into  cabals  for  pri- 
vate and  sinister  purposes. 

The  District  ot  (^'ulumbia,  although  possessing  very 
narrow  dimensions,  is  marked  by  strong  moral  a« 
well  us  physical  divisions  ;  and  in  all  legiflation  for 
its  local  concerns,  its  towns,  if  their  wialies  are  at  all 
consulted,  must  be  regarded  as  distinct  and  separate 
communities.  Any  other  course  of  legislation,  insteail 
of  effacing,  would  render  those  divisions  more  promi- 
nent and  injurious. 

The  committee  have  equally  consulted  the  interest 
of  the  country,  whose  circulating  medium  is  derived 
in  part  at  least  from  this  District,  and  whose  chief  mar- 
ket is  there  found.  It  would  be  an  unmerited  reproach 
upon  the  District  banks,  to  charge  them  with  an  ex- 
cessive circulation.  With  an  actual  capital  of  five  and 
a  half  millions,  and  a  debt  due  to  them  of  six  milliona 
eight  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars,  they  have  a  circu- 
lation of  but  eight  hoodred  and  forty  tbousaod  ;  which 
is  less  than  one  moiety  of  their  circulation  at  the  close 
of  the  year  1818;  but  little  more  than  one-third  of 
that  of  the  year  next  preceding;  and  about  a  moiety  of 
the  average  annual  circulation  of  the  last  ten  years. 
Yet,  the  accompanying  lull  is  believed  to  furnish  addi- 
tional securities  to  the  country  against  excessive  bank 
i  sues. 

The  circulation  of  notes  by  corporations,  instituted 
for  purposes  wholly  distinct  from  banking,  is  an  eva- 
sion of  a  former  act  of  (Congress,  for  which,  the  bill, 
conforming'  to  the  provisions  of  that  act,  provides  a 
similar  remedy. 

To  preserve  some  specie  in  circulation,  for  purposes 
to  which  it  can  l>e  more  conveniently  applied  than  pa- 
per, and  with  less  danger  of  actual  loss  to  society  ;  to 
invite  and  retain  a  larger  supply  ut  home,  against  the 
arrival  of  unforeseen  emergencies;  are  among  the  mo- 
tives which  have  dictated  the  provisions  for  the  exclu- 
sion of  small  notes  from  circulation.  \  part  only  of 
the  District  banks  have  now  the  power  to  issue  them. 
>iune  of  those  in  the  neighboring  ^ute  of  Virginia 
are  allowed  to  do  so ;  and  .Maryland  cannot  be  expected 
to  follow  this  prudent  example,  while  Congress  au- 
thorizes the  einission  of  such  notes  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

The  premium  charged  fur  the  charters  of  the  consol- 
idated banks,  is  less  than  a  moiety  of  the  annual  reve- 
nue which  their  consolidation  will  save  them.  .Appli- 
ed, as  the  bill  proposes,  to  the  education  of  the  children 
of  the  indigent,  it  will  more  widely  diffuse  the  blesa- 
ing  of  instruction  around  the  seat  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment, and  illustrate  a  policy  which,  if  the  people 
of  America  did  not  begin,  they  have  the  glory  to  have 
prosecuted  to  n  greater  extent  than  any  other  nation. 

(The  following  are  the  outlines  of  the  bill  re- 
ported by  the  committee,  for  extending  the  char- 
ters of  the  different  banks  m  the  District. 

Section  1  provides  for  continuing  the  charters  until 
the  16th  day  of  June.  1825. 
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Section  2  provides  for  the  recovery  of  (en  per  cent, 
interest  on  all  notes  isisued  by  any  bank,  or  dcpositea 
made  in  such  bank,  on  fadure  to  pay  the  same  ia  the 
legal  currency  of  the  country  when  demanded — and 
further,  for  annulling  the  charter  of  such  bank. 

Section  3  prohibits  the  issuing  of  notes  after  the  first 
day  of  January  next,  by  any  bank  in  the  District,  of  a 
less  denomination  than  five  dollars,  under  penalty  of 
forfeiting  its  charter. 

Section  4  makes  it  penal  for  any  president,  director, 
officer,  or  servant  of  any  bank  to  commit  any  kind  of 
fraud  on  the  bank. 

Section  3  prohibits  the  president,  directors,  officers, 
or  aervants  of  any  bank  which  may  have  failed  to  re- 
deem its  issues  in  lawful  currency,  by  themselves  or 
agents,  from  receiving  or  purchasing  such  issues  or 
obligations  at  less  than  is  specified  on  the  face  thereof^' 
under  a  penalty  of  fine  or  imprisonment,  or  both. 

Section  G  provides  for  continuing  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  Columbia  to  1S40. 

Section  7  annuls  the  charter  of  the  Franklin  Bank 
of  Alexandria,  allowing  five  yearii  to  wind  up  the  con- 
cerns of  the  same. 

Section  8  makes  it  necessary  that  the  banks  shall 
signify  in  writing  their  acceptance  of  this  act,  within  , 
six  months  after  its  passage  ;  otherwise  they  must  pro- 
ceed to  wind  up  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Franklin 
Bank. 

Sections  9,  10,  11,  and  12,  make  it  penal  for  any 
corporation  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  issoe 
any  money  bills  after  the  first  d-iy  of  January  next. 

Sections  13  and  14  make  provision  for  the  consolida- 
tion of  any  number,  not  exceeding  three,  of  the  bank* 
in  .Alexandria,  whose  charters  have  been  continued,  into 
one  bank,  under  such  name  as  they  may  agree  upon, 
and  grant  a  charter  to  euch  bank  on  the  same  terms 
as  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria  now  holds  ita 
charter  until  the  year  1840;  and  likewise  grant  the 
same  privileges  to  the  other  binks  to  unite  in  one, 
provided  that  the  capital  of  the  two  banks  shall  not 
exceed  two  millions  of  dollars. 

Sections  1 5  and  16  make  the  same  prorision  for  con- 
solidating the  l>anks  of  Washington  and  Georgetown. 

Section  17  provides  for  chartering  the  Bank  of  the 
Metropolis  until  the  year  1840. 

Section  18  provides  for  taking  the  sense  of  the  stock- 
holders in  relation  to  the  subjects  before  referred  to. 

Section   19  points    out    the   method   by  which  the  i 
banks  may  avail  themsrlxTS  of  the  provision  for  amal- 
gamation. \ 

Section  20  imposes  a  tax  of  one-sixth  of  one  per  i 
centum  on  the  capital  stock  of  each  hank,  when  their  ' 
profits  amount  to  six  per  cent,  per  annum  to  the  stock-  ' 
holders,  to  be  expended  on  educating  the  poor  of  the 
respective  counties.] 

JOURNAL  OF  THE  OLD  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  Stbotuer  offered  the  following  joint  reso- 
lution : 

Retohed^  bu  the  Senate  and  House  of  lUpresenta- 
tivet  of  the  Lnited  States  uf  America  in  Congrt$» 
attemlkdt  That  the  Secret  Journal  of  the  Old  Con- 
gress, from  the  date  of  the  ratification  of  the  defi^nilive 
Treaty  of  Peace  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  in  the  year  1783,  to  the  formation  of  the  pres- 
sent  Government,  now  remaining  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  be  published  under  the  direction  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  that  one  thou- 
sand copies  thereof  be  printed  and  deposited  in  the 
Library,  subject  to  the  disposition  of  Congress. 


The  resolution  having  been  twice  read,  Mr. 
Strother  moved  that  it  oe  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow.  He  saw  no  ob- 
jection to  its  taking  this  course,  which  would  af- 
ford the  opponents  of  the  proposition,  if  it  had  any, 
the  opportunity  fully  to  urge  their  objections  ;  and 
would  have  the  advantage,  should  it  meet  the  favor 
of  the  House,  of  being  acted  on  at  once,  and  not 
lost  or  endangered  by  the  delay  that  would  attend 
the  usual  course  of  commitment  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  <tc. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  was  opposed  to 
the  motion  ;  and  hoped,  as  it  was  a  proposition  in- 
volving the  expenditure  of  money,  that  it  would 
take  the  ordinary  course,  and  be  committed.  He 
moved,  therefore,  that  the  resolution  be  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  Pi.NrKNEY,  of  South  Carolina,  wa.s  in  favor 
of  ordering  the  resolution  now  to  a  third  reading. 
He  was  a  member,  he  said,  of  the  Old  Congress, 
and  knew  very  well  what  the  secret  part  of  its 
journal  contained,  and,  should  it  be  ordered  to  be 
published,  the  House  would  find  that  the  little  cost 
which  the  printing  would  incur  would  be  well 
laid  out. 

After  some  conversation  between  Mr.  Strother, 
Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Livermore,  as  to  the  course 
proper  for  the  resolution  to  take,  Mr.  Smith  with- 
drew his  liiotion  ;  and  the  rc-solution  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL.  ;-• 

The  House  then  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  restrictive 
amendment  proposed  to  this  bill. 

Mr.  K.\NooLi>H  rose  and  addressed  the  Commit- 
tee nearly  throe  hours  against  the  amendment ;  but 
had  not  concluded  his  remarks,  when  he  gave  way 
for  a  motion  for  the  Committee  to  rise;  and  the 
House  adjourned. 


Thursday,  February  3. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  a  company 
of  Swiss,  who  propose  settling  in  the  United  States, 
praying  for  a  grant  of  public  lands,  sufficient  to 
contain  three  or  four  thousand  families,  to  be  used 
for  the  purposes  of  agriculture,  as,  also,  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  manufactures  of  cotton,  woollen, 
Haxen,  and  silken  goods,  and  for  the  cultivation  of 
the  vine,  the  olive,  and  the  mulberry  tree. — Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  or  Manufactures. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hou.se  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  stating,  that 
the  copy  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana, 
which  accompanied  the  letter  of  the  collector  of 
New  Orleans  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
dated  April  the  17th,  1918,  was  contained  in  a 
printed  gazette ;  that  it  has  been  mislaid  ;  and 
that,  after  the  most  diligent  search,  it  has  not  been 
found  ;  this  letter  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  ou 
the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  another 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mitting two  statements,  with  such  information  a^ 
he  is  aole  to  give,  in  answer  to  the  resolutions  of- 
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fared  by  Mr.  Stbother,  and  adopted  by  this  House, 
on  the  18th  ult. ;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  report 
of  the  Quartermaster  General,  with  sundry  state- 
ments of  the  sums  claimed  and  paid  to  Colonel 
James  Johnson,  for  transportation  lor  the  troops  of 
the  United  States  ordered  up  the  Missouri  river, 
rendered  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  24th 
ult. ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  made  a  report  on  the  petitions  of 
John  Law  and  Jonathan  Elliott,  accompanied 
with  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  said  Law  and  Elliott ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bdl  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  A.  Dix,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment.  ^  »^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hill,  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce were  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing  a  bell,  to  be  suspended  near  the  light- 
house on  "West  U,uoddy  Head,"  in  the  District  of 
Maine,  to  be  rung  in  fog;^y  weather,  to  indicate  the 
passage  for  vessels  into  the  harbors  of  Eastport  and 
Lubec. 


Fbbrdart,  1820. 


AMERICAN    COLONIZ.\TION  SOCIETY. 
Mr.  Randolph  presented  a  representation  of  the 
President  and  Board  of  Managers  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society,  stating,  that  they  are  about 
to  commence  the  execution  of  the  object  to  which 
their  views  have  been  long  directed,  and  without 
a  larger  and  more  sudden  increase  of  their  funds 
than  can  be  expected  from  the  voluntary  contribu- 
tions of  individuals,  their  progress  must  be  slow 
and  uncertain ;  they  therefore  pray  that  the  Exe- 
cutive Department  may  be  authorized  to  extend 
to  the  society  such  pecuniary  and  other  aid,  as  it 
may  be  thought  to  require  and  deserve;  and  that 
the  subscril)ers  to  the  said  society  may  be  incorpo- 
rated by  act  of  Congress,  to  enable  them  to  act 
with  more  efficiency  in  carrying  on  the  great  and 
important  objects  for  which  they  have  associated; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  relates  to 
the  African  slave  trade.     The  memorial  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

To  the  Senate  and  Hou*e  of 

Represent  at  ivet  of  the  United  Slaten  • 

The  President  and  Board  of  Manager*  of  the  Ame- 
ri<»n  Colonization  bociety  respectfully  represent  that, 
being  about  to  commence  the  execution  of  the  object 
to  which  their  views  have  been  long  tlirected,  thej 
deem  it  proper  and  necessary  to  address  themselves  to 
the  legislative  council  of  their  country.  They  trust 
that  this  object  will  he  considered,  in  itself,  of  great 
national  importance,  will  be  found  inseparably  con- 
nected with  another,  vitally  affecting  the  honor  and 
interest  of  this  nation,  and  leading,  in  its  consequen- 
ces, to  the  most  desirable  results. 

Belieiring  that  examination  and  reflection  will  show 
that  stich  are   iu  connexions  and  tendency,  they  are 


encouraged  to  present  themselves,  and  their  caow, 
where  they  know  that  a  public  measure,  having  thes« 
advantages  cannot  fail  to  receive  all  the  countenance 
and  aid  it  may  require. 

The  last  cendus  shows  the  number  of  free  people  of 
color  of  the  United  States,  and  their  rapid  increase. 
Supposing  them  to  increase  in  the  same  ratio,  it  will 
appear  how  large  a  proportion  of  our  population  will, 
in  the  course  of  even  a  few  years,  consist  of  persons  of 
that  description. 

No  argument  is  necessary  to  show  that  this  is  very 
far  indeed  from  constituting  an  increase  of  our  physi- 
cal strength  ;  nor  can  there  be  a  population,  in  any 
country,  neutral  as  to  its  efTects  upon  society.  The 
least  observation   shows  that   this  description  of  per- 

j  sons  are  not,  and  cannot  be,  either  useful  orliappy 
among  us;  and  many  considerations,  which  need  not 
be  mentioned,  prove,  beyond  dispute,  that  it  is  best, 
for  all  the  parties  interested,  that  there  should  be  a 
separation  ;  that  those  who  are  now  free,  and  thosi 
who  may  become  so  hereafter,  should  be  provided  with 

I  the  means  of  attaining  to  a  state  of  respectability  and 
happiness,  which,  it  is  certain,  they  have  never  yet 
reached,  and,  therefore,  can  never  be  likely  to  reach, 
in  this  country. 

Several  of  the  States,  deeply  interested  in  this  sub- 
ject, have  already  applied  to  the  General  Government; 
and,  concurring  in   the   views   of  your  memorialiats, 
;  both  from  considerations  uf  justice  towards  themselves 
I  and  humanity  to  the  colored   people,  have  expressed, 
1  to  the  General  Government,  their  desire  that  a  coun' 
try  should  be    procured  for  them,  in  the  land  of  their 
!  forefathers,  to  which  such  of  them  as  should  choose  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  might  be  removed. 
It  has  been  the  one  single  object  of  the  Society,  which 
I  your  memorialisU  represent,  to  effect  this  end.     They 
•  have  made  the  most  cautious  and  particular  inquiries 
;  as  to  the  practicability  of  such  a   plan,  and  its  pros- 
I  pects  of  success,   both   in  this  country  and  in  Africa, 
,  and  they  are  warranted  in  declaring  that  there  are  no 
difficulties  which  they  do  not  confidently  expect  will 
I  be  easily  overcome  by  a   moderate  exertion  of  diacre- 
!  tiou  and  perseverance. 

i  In  this  country,  and  in  almost  every  part  of  it,  they 
have  found  a  zealous  and  decided  approbation  ex- 
pressed, both  in  words  and  deeds,  by  a  vast  majority 
of  all  classes  of  our  citizens;  and  this  sentiment  is 
continually  increasing  as  the  measure  becomes  more 
the  subject  of  discussion  and  reflection.  Its  import- 
ance all  admit ;  and  its  practicability,  though  doubted 
by  many,  at  first,  is  daily  less  questioned. 

The  two  last  reporU  of  the  Society,  to  which  your 
memorialists  beg  leave  to  refer,  show  the  succeM  of 
their  mission  to  Africa,  and  the  result  of  their  inquiries 
u^on  that  continent.  From  those  it  is  manifest  that 
a  situation  can  1^  readily  oblaintd,  favorable  to  com- 
merce and  agriculture,  in  a  healthy  and  fertile  coun- 
try, and  that  the  natives  are  well  disposed  to  give 
every  encouragement  to  the  estabhshment  of  such  a 
settlement  among  them.  Thus,  it  appears,  that  an 
object  of  great  national  concern,  already  expressly  de- 
sired by  some  of  the  Stales,  and  truly  desirable  to  all, 
receiving,  also,  the  approbation  of  those  upon  whom 
it  is  more  immediately  to  operate,  is  brought  within 
our  reach. 

'  But  this  subject  derives,  perhaps,  its  cfiief  interest 
from  its  connexion  with  a  measure  which  has.  already, 
to  the  honor  of  our  country,  occupied  the  deliberations 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
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Your  memorialists  refer,  with  p1ca»urr,  to  th**  art, 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  supplementary 
to  the  act  formerly  passed  for  the  suppression  of  the 
slave  trade.  The  means  aflbrded,  by  the  provisions 
of  that  act,  for  the  accomplishment  of  its  object,  are 
certainly  great;  but  the  total  extirpation  of  this  dis- 
graceful trade  cannot,  perhaps,  be  expected  from  any 
measures  which  rely  alone  upon  the  employment  of  a 
maritime  force,  however  considerable. 


eftaMi<hmcnts  upon  the  coart  lieco  me  strong  enough  to 
participate  in  the  contest  against  avarice  and  inhu- 
manity, and  shall  obtain,  from  their  evident  advan- 
tages over  the  natives,  a  proper  influence  among  them. 
And  here  your  memorialists  beg  leave,  respectfully,  to 
suggest  their  fears  that  many  of  the  profligate  adven- 
turers in  this  trade  will  evade  the  search  of  our  cruis- 
ers by  their  artful  contrivances  in  disguising  their  na- 
tional character.     We  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 


The  profits  attending  it  are  so  extraordinary,  that  i  slave  ships  of  other  nations  assume  the  flags  and  char- 


the  cupidity  of  the  unprincipled  wdi  still  be  tempted 
to  continue  it,  as  long  as  there  is  any  chance  of  es- 
caping the  vigilante  of  the  cruisers  engaged  against 
them.  From  the  best  information  your  memorialists 
have  been  able  to  obtain,  of  the  nature,  causes,  and 
course  of  this  trade,  and  of  the  present  situation  of  the 
coast  of  Africa,  and  the  habits  and  dispositions  of  the 


acter  of  Americans  to  evade  the  search  of  British 
cruisers.  Is  it  not,  therefore,  to  be  expected  that  the 
act  lately  passed  will  often  be  defeated  by  American 
slave  ships  assuming  a  foreign  flag  and  character?  A 
careful  consideration  of  this  subject  has  convinced  as 
that  all  our  eflbrts  will  be  insufficient  to  accompliah 
their  purposes,  unless  some  friendly  arrangement  can 


natives,  they  are  well  assured  that  the  suppression  of;  be  made   among  the   maritime  Powers  of  the  world. 


the  African  slave  trade,  and  the  civilization  of  the  na- 
tives, are  measures  of  indispensable  connexion. 

Such  an  opinion  has  been  avowed,  many  years  ago, 
by  those  ibest  acquainted  with  this  subject,  and  expe- 
rience has  abundantly  confirmed  it. 

The  documents  and  papers  which  your  memorial- 
iats had  heretofore  the  honor  of  presenting  to  Con- 
gress, and  those  contained  in  the  late  reports  o(  the 
society,  prove  this  position. 


which  shall  leave  no  shelter  to  those  who  deserve  to  be 
considered  and  treated  as  the  common  enemies  of 
mankind. 

Whether  a  permission,  under  any  modification,  to 
certain  specified  ships,  or  in  certain  latitudes,  to  search 
and  seize  slave  ships,  under  our  flag,  such  as  Great 
Britain,  and  other  European  Powers,  have  mutually 
given  to  each  other,  can  be  properly  granted  by  our 
Government,  we  cheerfully  leave  to  the  wisdom  and 


Since  the  establishment  of  the   English  settlement  ;  justice  of  Congress  to  determine.     Your  memorialist* 


at  Sierra  Leone,  the  slave  trade  has  been  rapidly  ceas- 
ing upon  that  part  of  the  coast.  | 

Not  only  the  kingdoms  in  its  immediate  neighbor-  | 
hood,  but  those  upon  the  Sherbro  and  Bagroo  rivers, 
and  others  with  whom  the  people  of  that  settlement  i 
have  opened  a  communication,  have  been  prevailed 
upon  to  abandon  it,  and  are  turning  their  attention  to 
the  ordinary  and  innocent  pursuits  of  civilized  na- 
tions. 

That  the  same  consequences  will  result  from  similar 
settlements  cannot  be  doubled.  When  the  natives 
there  ree  that  the  European  commodities,  for  which 
they  have  been  accustomed  to  exchange  their  fellow- 
beings,  until  vast  and  fertile  regions  have  become  al- 
most depopulated,  can  be  more  easily  and  safely  ob- 
tained by  other  pursuits,  can  it  be  believed  that  they 
will  hesitate  to  profit  by  the  experience  ?  Nor  will 
the  advantages  of  civilization  be  alone  exhibited.  That 
religion,  whose  mandate  is  "  peace  on  earth  and  good 
will  towards  men,"  will  "  do  its  errand  ;"  will  dehver 
them  from  the  bondage  of  their  miserable  superstitions, 
and  display  the  same  triumphs  which  it  is  achieving 
in  every  land. 


will  only  express  their  hope  and  belief  that  your  delib- 
erations upon  this  interesting  subject  will  enable  you 
to  discern  a  way.  without  any  compromiiment  of  our 
national  honor,  by  which  our  country  may  be  placed 
among  the  foremost  and  and  most  efficient  asserters  of 
the  rights  of  humanity.  But  your  memorialists  hum- 
bly consider  that  the  colonization  of  Africa  oflers  the 
most  powerful  and  indispensable  auxiliary  to  the 
means  already  adopted,  for  the  extermination  ofa  trade 
which  is  now  exciting  in  every  country  that  indigna- 
tion, which  has  been  long  since  felt  and  expressed  in 
this. 

No  nation  has  it  so  much  in  its  power  to  furnish 
proper  settlers  for  such  establishments  as  this  ;  no  na- 
tion has  fo  deep  an  interest  in  thus  disposing  of  them. 
By  the  law  passed  at  the  last  session,  and  before  re- 
ferred to.  the  captives  who  may  be  taken  by  our  cruis- 
ers, from  the  slave  ships  arc  to  be  taken  to  Africa,  and 
delivered  to  the  custody  of  agents  appointed  by  the 
President.  There  will  then  be  a  settlement  of  cap- 
tured negroes  upon  the  coast,  in  consequence  of  the 
measures  already  adopted.  And  it  is  evidently  most 
important,  if  not  necessary,  to  such  a  settlement,  that 
That  such  points  of  settlement  would  diffuse  their  !  the  civilized  people  of  color  of  this  country,  whose  in 


light  around  the  coast,  and  gradually  dispel  the  dark 
ness  which  has  so  long  enshrouded  that  continent, 
would  be  a  reasonable  hope,  and  would  justify  the  at- 
tempt, even  if  experience  had  not  ascertained  its  suc- 
cess. Although,  therefore,  much  may  be  effected  by 
the  vigilant  operations  of  a  well  disposed  naval  force, 
it  is  to  be  feared  that  much  will  always  remain  to  be 
done,  until  some  degree  of  civilization  is  attained  by 
the  inhabitanta  of  the  coast  of  Africa.  The  present 
measurrs.  therefore,  fur  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade,  if  unconnected  with  others  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  natives,  must  be  long  continued,  and  the 
eflects  produced  by  them  will  be  partial,  tedious,  and 
uncertain  ;  and  the  least  relaxation  of  this  vigilance 
will  revive  it. 

But   those  meacurcs,    and  all  others  involving  ex- 
pense and  labor,  may  be  withdrawn,  as  soon  as  these 


dustry,  enterprise,  and  knowledge  of  agriculture  and 
the  arts,  would  render  them  most  useful  assistants, 
should  be  connected  with  such  an  establishment 

When,  therefore,  the  object  of  the  Colonization  So- 
ciety is  viewed  in  connexion  with  that  entire  suppres- 
sion of  the  slave  trade  which  your  memorialists  trust 
it  is  resolved  shall  be  effected,  its  importance  becomes 
obvious  in  the  extreme.  The  beneficial  consequences 
resulting  from  success  in  such  a  measure,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  calculate.  To  the  general  cause  of  humanity 
it  will  afford  the  most  rich  and  noble  a)ntribution,  and 
for  the  nation  that  regards  that  cause,  that  employs  it« 
power  in  its  behalf,  it  cannot  fail  to  procure  a  propor- 
tionate reward.  It  is  by  such  a  course  that  a  nation 
insures  to  itself  the  protection  and  favor  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  World.  Nor  are  there  wanting  viewa 
and  considerations,  arising  from  our  peculiar  political 
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of  the   niMt  Signal  bletisings  to  ourselves  from  the  ac- 
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oomplishment  of  such  an  object.     If  one  of  these  con-  , 
•equences  shall  be  the  gradual  and  almMt  impercepti-  I 
We  remoTal  of  a  national  eril,  which  all  unite  in  la-  I 
meriting,  and   for  which,  with  ihe   most  intense,  hut.  ' 
hitherto,  hopeless   anxiety,  the  patriots  and   statesmen  , 
ot  our  country  have  labored  to  discover  a  remedy,  who  I 
can  doubt,  that,  of  all  the  blessings  we  may  be  per- 
mitted to  bequeath  to  our  descendant,*,  this   will  re-  i 
ceive  the  richest  tribute  of  their  thanks  and  veneration  ?  j 
Your  memorialisU  cannot  believe  that  such  an  evil,  ! 
uniTexadiy  acknowledged    and  deprecated,   has  bceii  : 
urensovably  fixed  upon  us.     Some  way  will  alwavs  be 
opened  by  Providence   by  which  a  people  desirous  of 
acting  justly  and  benevolently   may  be  led  to  the  at-  i 
Uinment  of  a  meritorious  object.     And   they  believe' 
that,  of  all  the  plans  that  the  most  sagacious  and  dis- 
cerning  of  our  patriots   have  suggested,  for  eflecting  ' 
what  they  have  w  greatly  desired,  the  coloniiation  of' 
Africa,  in  the  manner  proposed,  presents  the  fairest 
proapecte  of  svcress.     But  if  it  be  admitted  to  be  ever 
•o  doubtful,  whether  this  happy  result  shall  be  the  re-  ' 
ward  of  our  exerUons,  yet,  if  great  and  certain  bene- 
fiU  immediately  attend  them,  why  may  not  others,  still  i 
greater,  foUow  them  ?  | 

In  a  work  evidently  progressive,  who  shall  assign 
limiU  to  the  good    that  real  and  perseverance  shall  be 
permitted  to  accomplish  1    Your  raemorialisu  beg  leave 
to  state  that,  having  expended  considerable  funds  in 
prosecuting  their  inquiries  and   making  preparations, 
they  are  now  about  to  send  out  a  colony,  and  complete  - 
the  purchase,  already  stipulated  for  with  the  native  ' 
kings  and  chiefs  of  Sherbro,  of  a  suitable  territory  for  i 
their  csublishment.     Ihe  number  they  are  now  enabled  ' 
to  transport  and  provide  for,  is  but  a  small  proportion  of  ' 
the  [MTople  of  color  who  have  expressed  their  desire  to  ! 
go  ;  and  without  a  larger  and  more  sudden  increase  of 
their  funds  than  can   be  expected  from  the  voluntary 
contributions  of  individuals,   their   progress  must  be 
slow  and  uncertain.    They  have  kiways  flattered  them- 
selves with  the  hope  that  when  it  was  seen   they  had  ! 
surmounted  the  difficulties  of  preparation,  and  shown  ' 
that   means  applied   to  the  execution  of  their  design  ' 
would  lead  directly  and  evidently  to  iu  accomplish-  j 
menl,  they  would  be  able  to  obtain  for  it  the  national 
countenance  and  aasisUnce.     To  this  point  they  have  j 
arrived  ;  and  they,  therefore,  respectfully  request  that 
this  interesting  subject  may  receive  the  consideration 
of  your  honorable  body,  and   that  the  Executive  De- 
partment may  be  authorized,  in  such  way  as  may  meet 
your  approbation,  to  extend  to  thu  object  such  pecuni- 
ary and  other  aid  as  it  may  be  thought  to  require  and 
deserve. 

Your  memorialists  further  request,  that  the  subscri- 
bers to  the  American  Colonization  Society  may  be  in- 
corporated, by  act  of  Congress,  to  enable  them  to  act 
with  more  efficiency  in  carrying  on  the  great  and  im- 
portant objects  of  the  Society,  and  to  enable  them, 
with  more  economy,  to  manage  the  benevolent  contri- 
bul'ons  intrusted  to  their  care. 

Signed  by  John  Mawn,  W.  Jones,  E.  B.  Caldwell, 
»nd  F.  8.  Key,  committee. 

Wa8hi5gto.'»,  Ftbruary  1,  1820. 
JOURNAL  OF   tHZ  OLD  CONGRESS. 

The  engrossed  re.solution  for  authorizing  the 
publication  of  the  Secret  Journal  of  the  Congress 
under  the  Confederation,  from  the  Treaty  of  Peace 


of  1783  to  the  formation  of  the  present  Constitu- 
iion,  was  read  a  third  time;  and  the  question  be- 
ing stated  on  its  nasr^age 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  expressed  his  desire 
to  hear  from  the  gentleman   who  introduced  it 
some  explanation  ol  the  object  of  this  proposition 
and  of  the  particular  reasons  which  at  this  time 
called  for  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Sthother,  of  Virginia,  rose  in  support  of 
the  resolution.     By  a  resolution  of  the  last  Con- 
gress, he  said,  directions  had  been  given  for  the 
publication  of  the  Secret  Journal  and  the  Foreign 
Correspondence  of  the  Old  Congress  up  to  tie 
Treaty  of  1783;  and  why  it  had  stopped  there,  he 
was  at  a  loss  to  conceive.     The  theory  of  our 
Government,  he  said,  wa>.  that   it  stood  on  the 
virtue  and  intelligence  of  the  people  ;  and  its  prac- 
tice should  be.  that  public  men  should  he  judged 
of  by  their  acts.     He  n-as  of  opinion,  with  a  col- 
league who  yesterday  expressed   that  sentiment, 
1  that  the  tree  should  be  judged  of  by  its  fruit ;  and 
he  wished  now  for  an  opportunity  to  see  the  fruit, 
that  he  might  jud^e  of  the  tree.     What  objection' 
he  asked,   could   be  made   to   this   proposition  ? 
Most  of  the  men  who  had.  at  the  period  to  which 
this  proposition  referred,  taken  part  in  the  delibera- 
tioiis  of  Congress,  had  descended  to  the  tomb,  and 
their  memories  were  justly  venerated.     Some,  he 
said,  yet  lived,  mingling  in  oublio  life,  and  eagerly 
courting  its  distinctions.     If"  their  course  had  been 
generous  and  frank,  they  coulii  have  no  objection 
to  a  disclosure  of  the  transactions  of  that  day. 
Who,  he  asked,  were  interested  in  concealing  the 
transactions  of  that  day  from  the  American  peo- 
ple?    i\ul,  ho  was  ^ure,  the  descendants  uf  those 
who  were  now  slumbering  iy  the  tomb;  it  must 
be,  jf  any,  the  survivors,  who  were  yet  struggling  for 
political  intiuence  or  advancement — who  wished 
to  ^et  yet  higher  than  thev  were  on  the  political 
ladder.     If,  said  .Mr.  S.,  I  had  had  the  fortune  to 
have  had  an  ancestor  who  contributed  largely  to 
the  acknowledgment  of  our  independence,  and  to 
the  measures  Avhich  succeeded  in  confirming  it, 
should   I  oppose  the  proposition  now  before* the 
House,  I  should  think,  by  so  doing,  I  assailed  the 
reputation  oi  my  parent.     Could  it  be,  he  asked, 
that  any  gentleman  objected  to  this  resolve  from 
feelings  ol  friendship  to  any  who  were  engaged 
in  the  occurrences  of  that  day  ?     Wa»<  there  any 
one  who  was  desirous  to  shut  out  light  for  the  pur- 
pose of  sustaining  a  reputation  surreptitiously  ob- 
tained ?     He  trusted  not.     The  Constitution  itself, 
he  said,  required  that   the  Journals  of  Congress 
should  be  published,  unless  where  important  cir- 
cumstances should  require  a    different   course 

Ought  we,  he  asked,  to  have  State  secrets  ?  Were 
there  any  movements,  either  under  the  old  Con- 
federacy or  the  present  form  of  Government,  which 
were  not  fit  to  be  seen  by  the  American  people? 
Was  that  jieriodk  of  degeneracy  already  arrived 
that  the  acts  of  the  Government  were  so  oorrupt 
as  not  to  be  fit  to  be  seen?  He  could  see  no  pos- 
sible objection  to  the  publication  of  the  Journal  in 
question.  He  knew,  he  said,  that  this  was  a  deli- 
cate topic  with  some,  who  .shrunk  from  the  in- 
quiry—why, he  could  not  divine.     This  very  sen- 
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sitiveness,  he  said,  was  with  him  an  argument  in 
favor  of  the  resolution.  Would  any  honest  public 
agent,  he  a.sked,  desire  a  veil  to  be  drawn  over  his 
acts,  to  hide  his  conduct  from  the  public  eye?  He 
conceived  not.  At  that  time,  he  said,  we  had  a 
negotiation  on  foot  with  Spain,  which  had  termi- 
nated lately  in  the  celebrated  Florida  Treaty. 

He  chose  to  explore  this  long  and  intricate  ne- 
gotiation, 9o  as  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  the 
claims  of  each  party  at  different  times,  and  the 
various  {joints  in  negotiation  between  them.  He 
saw  no  occasion  for  further  concealment.  And, 
with  regard  to  diplomatic  secrets,  so  far  a>  we 
have,  in  the  administration  of  our  Government, 
gone  into  the  winding  and  devious  course  of  Eu- 
ropean diplomacy,  we  have  departed  from  princi- 
ple. He  took  to  himself  some  share  of  the  blame 
of  the  publication  of  this  part  of  our  history  hav- 
ing been  so  long  withheld,  inasmuch  as  he  had 
been  two  years  in  Conirress  without  having  pro- 
posed it.  On  the  intelligence  and  virtue  of  the 
people,  he  said,  this  Government  >vas  based,  as  on 
a  rock,  firm  and  stable  as  the  pillars  of  the  uni- 
verse. Are  they  not  to  be  trusted  with  the  know- 
ledge of  their  own  history — of  the  proceedings  of 
their  own  Government?  It  would  be  a  heresy, 
damning  (in  his  opinion)  to  the  character  of  this 
Congress,  if  they  were  for  a  moment  to  hesitate  to 
give  to  the  people  a  knowledge  of  the  secret  his- 
tory of  the  Government — in  which  might  be  dis- 
covered, for  aught  he  knew,  the  secret  springs 
which  had  impelled  to  many  of  the  public  acts  of 
the  Government.  He  was,  he  added,  actuated  by 
no  particular  hostility  to  any  individuals;  but, 
when  he  had  desired  to  consult  this  portion  of  our 
history,  he  had  found  it  hidden  from  the  public 
view;  and  all  that  he  desired  now  was,  that  he 
and  the  rest  of  the  nation  should  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  examine  it. 

Mr.  Hii.L,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  that  it  had 
been  stated  yesterday,  by  a  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina.  (Mr.  PiNCKNEV.W'ho  had  himself  been 
one  of  the  old  Congress,  tnat,  in  his  opinion,  the 
Secret  Journal  ought  to  be  published,  as  contain- 
ing matters  interesting  to  the  jieople  to  know. 
This  was  with  him  a  sufficient  reason  to  vote  for 
its  publication  ;  and,  when  it  was  further  recol- 
lected that  the  publication  was  to  be  made  under 
the  direction  of^the  President  of  the  United  States, 
he  thoiight  every  objection  to  it  must  vanish. 

Mr.  PiNCKNEY,  of  South  Carolina,  hoped  the 
motion  would  not  l)e  postponed.  Until  yesterday, 
he  thought  the  resolve  of  Congress  provided  for 
printing  the  Secret  Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of 
Congress,  subsequent  to  the  treaty  of  1783,  as  well 
as  anterior  to  it.  Why,  he  asked,  had  not  the 
whole  been  ordered  to  be  published  ?  Did  it  not 
look  a?  if  there  was  something  in  it  which  was 
not  fit  to  meet  the  eye  ?  There  were  some  of  those 
proceedings  which  ought  to  be  published  for  gen- 
eral information.  He  would  state  one  of  them,  he 
said,  which  perhaps  was  not  known  to  the  nation, 
and  was  a  most  important  part  of  the  history  of 
our  country.  It  was  not  noticed  by  Judge  Mar- 
shall or  Dr.  Ramsay,  in  their  histories  of  our 
country ;  and  was  not  noticed,  probably,  because 


they  knew  nothing  of  it,  not  having  access  to  the 
:  Secret  Journal  which  contained   it.     In   the  year 
1785,  Mr.  P.  proceeded  to  state,  the  Spanish  Gov- 
!  emment  sent  a  Minister  to  this  country,  with  full 
powers  to  treat  for  a  surrender  of  the  right  to  nav- 
igate the  Mississippi  for  twenty-five  or  thirty  years 
exclusively  to  Spain.     If  that  treaty  had  taken 
place,  the  consequence  would  have  been,  that  the 
whole  of  the  country  on  the  Mississippi  would 
have  been  either  separate  and  independent  of  this 
Government,  or  in  the  hands  of  France.     This 
proposition  from  the  Spanish  Government,  when 
made,  was  referred  to  Mr.  Jay  to  report  upon  it; 
and  to  the  astonishment  of  the  country,  Mr.  P. 
said,  that  gentleman  had  not  only  reported  in  favor 
of  accepting  it,  but  supported  that  opinion  with 
much  earnestness  and  with  the  best  exertion  of  his 
talents.     The  question  was  then  submitted  to  the 
voters  of  the  States.    All  the  Eastern  and  Northern 
States,  said  Mr.  P.,  joined  in  support  of  the  treaty ; 
and,  had  it  not  have  been  for  the  greatest  exertions 
,  I  ever  witnessed  in  a  public  body,  from  those  op- 
posed to  it,  that  treaty  would  have  been  ratified. 
If  it  had  been,  where  would  now  have  been  the 
members  who  fill  these  seats?     Either  subjects  of 
I  a  Power  hostile  to  us,  or  members  of  a  Govern- 
\  ment  whollv  independent  of  us,  and  our  rivals. 
Mr.  P.  asked  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Mary- 
1  land,  and  others,  whether  facts  like  these  ought  to 
be  withheld  from  the  public  eye?     It  was  infor- 
mation for  which,  he  had  already  said,  one  would 
in  vain  search  the  most  approved  of  our  histories. 
But,  was  it  not  extraordinary  that,  in  ordering  the 
Secret  Journal  to  be  published.  Congress  should 
have  stopped  at  the  treaty  of  1783?     The  infer- 
ence must  be,  unless  .some  better  reason  were  given, 
that  Congress  did   not  wish  the  world   to  be  ac- 
;  quainted  with  the  whole  of  it.    He  was,  therefore, 
I  of  opinion  that  it  was  a  matter  of  course  that  the 
j  remainder  should  l>e  published.    If  there  was  in- 
;  formation  in  the  Secret  Journal  which  it  was  de- 
I  sirable  should  not  be  published,  the  whole  should 
I  have  been  withheld.     But,  he  presumed  the  fact 
I  which  he  had  stated  was  sufficient  to  show  that 
)  the  portion  of  the  Journal  embraced  by  this  resolve 
ou^ht  to  be  published. 

Mr.  Mercer,  of  Virginia,  explained  the  views 
which  had  governed  the  committee  of  the  last 
Congress  in  the  course  which  they  had  pursued  in 
regard  to  this  subject.  The  reason  why  they  had 
limited  their  report  to  the  printing  of  the  Secret 
Journal  and  Foreign  Correspondence  to  the  treaty 
of  1783  was,  that  it  bad  been  thought  unadvisable 
to  disclose  to  the  world  the  correspondence  and 
Secret  Journal,  from  the  Treaty  of^  Peace  up  to 
the  formation  of  the  Constitution,  since  there  were 
yet  many  actors  on  the  scene  here,  and  soDie  per- 
haps in  Europe,  who  might  be  injuriously  affected 
by  it.  That,  Mr.  M.  said,  was  the  reasoning  ol 
the  committee — it  was  not  his.  He  knew,  he  said, 
that  a  great  lexicographer  had  defined  an  ambas- 
sador to  be  one  hired  to  tell  lies  for  the  good  ol 
his  country ;  but  he  believed  that  all  State  secrets 
were  unnecessary,  and  that  the  most  candid  would 
ever  be  the  most  successful  negotiator.  The  only 
secret  which  our  Government  had  purchased  was 
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from  a  swindler,  and  was  calculated  at  the  time  to 
expose  the  Administration  and  the  country  to  the 
contempt  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Pennsylvania,  said,  that  the 
facts  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
had  been  disclosed  in  the  debate  in  the  Virginia 
Conventioo,  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  ol  the 
Constitution,  as  long  as  thirty  years  ago.  After 
that  disclosure,  the  part  of  the  Journal  in  question 
not  being  published,  was  a  strong  indication  that 
it  could  not  now  be  necessary  or  desirable  to  pub- 
lish it.  There  might  be  things  in  it  not  proper  to 
be  published;  and  it  was  worth  consideration, 
whether  the  veil  should  not  be  continued  where 
our  predecessors  had  thought  propr  to  spread  it. 
If,  when  an  excitement  prevailed  on  the  subject, 
it  was  thought  proper  not  to  reveal  the  proceedmgs 
in  relation  to  it,  there  were  reasons  now  also  why 
they  should  not  be  introduced  to  the  public  eye. 
We  have  enough  now,  said  Mr.  B.,  to  agitate  and 
distract  us,  without  addmg  to  the  excitement.  He 
did  not  know  that  he  should  have  objected  to  this 
publication,  however,  were  it  not  that,  with  a 
knowledge  of  all  the  facts,  under  all  changes  of 
the  Government,  the  publication  not  having  been 
made,  the  duty  of  deliberately  weighing  the  propo- 
sition was  imposed  on  the  Hoase.  It  ought  not 
to  be  hastily  acted  on.  Why  this  hasty  determi- 
nation to  go  back  forty  years  into  the  recesses  of 
our  history,  and  examine  transactions  which  the 
interest  of  our  country  perhaps  requires  to  remain 
where  they  are  ? 

Mr.  Sthotheb  said,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the 
people  were  entitled  to  understand  the  proceedings 
of  those  whom  they  employed  as  public  agents,  no 
matter  of  how  old  a  datt — particularly  of  those 
agents  who  were  now  aspirants  to  public  office. 
Were  persons  to  be  imposed  on  the  people  for 
sages  and  patriots,  who,  if  the  facts  were  known, 
possibly  mi|ht  appear  to  have  forfeited  all  claims 
to  their  confidence  ?  Where  there  is  concealment, 
Mr.  S.  said,  there  will  be  suspicion.  He  con- 
fessed that  his  curiosity  was  excited  to  see  whether 
there  was  any  latent  information,  which,  when 
brought  into  the  face  of  day,  would  furnish  light 
on  the  conduct  of  our  public  agents.  He  denied 
that  this  proposition  was  hurried,  it  had  been  some 
days  in  the  contemplation  of  the  House,  dec.  The 
gentleman  had  expressed  his  desire  to  preserve  the 
peace  of  the  country.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  wished  that 
peace  to  be  founded  on  correct  information,  where- 
on the  intelligence  of  the  people  might  act;  and 
not  on  a  volcano,  the  eruption  of  which  might 
spread  ruin  and  desolation  over  the  country.  Let 
the  people  know  the  history  of  their  Government, 
said  he ;  let  them  know,  of  all  things,  the  char- 
acter, principles,  and  dispositions  of  their  public 
agents.  The  arguments  which  had  been  urged 
against  this  motion  would  be  appropriate  enough, 
in  another  hemisphere,  where  the  governed  were 
the  property  of  the  Governor.  But  here,  auspi- 
ciously for  the  happiness  of  the  people,  those  who 
administered  the  Government  were  the  property  of 
the  people.  He  asked  of  any  member  of  this 
House,  whether  he  claimed  for  himself  more  vir- 
tue and  intelligence  than  beluoged  to  his  constitu- 


I  ents  ?     Whether  he  would  refuse  to  let  his  con- 
stituents know  what  he  knew  on  public  affairs  ? 
Mr.  S.  said,  he  had  no  disposition  to  produce  ex- 
citement ;  his  individual  prosperity  and  tranquil- 
lity depended  on  that  of  the  nation.     But,  said  he, 
if  excitement  is  to  be  produced  by  the  disclosure  of 
'  truth,  let  it  come  ;  we  will  meet  it,  under  the  smiles 
of  Providence,  with  the  energy  of  men.     The  ar- 
guments of  gentlemen  against  this  motion  were 
in  opposition  to  those  iwlitical  tenets  which  he 
had  learned  even  at  school.     Perhaps,  however, 
these  tenets  were  only  to  be  respected  in  the  lim- 
ited circle  where  our  minds  are  first  cultivated 
and,  when  we  enter  the  political  field,  are  to  be 
,  left  behind  us  as  the  dreams  of  antiquity.     But,  he 
[  regarded  it  as  one  of  the  main   principles  of  our 
,  Government,  that  the  means  should  be  afforded  to 
'  the  people  of  understanding  the  conduct  of  public 

E agents.  A  different  course,  a  distrust  of  the  peo- 
le,  he  said,  would  bring  down  from  its  towering 
eight  the  star  which  presaged  the  future  destiny 
,  of  our  happy  country.  Was  there  any  individual 
who  writhed  under  an  apprehension  of  this  dis- 
closure ?  If  so,  his  apprehensions  must  result  from 
his  own  misconduct.  I  will  hide  nothing  to  pre- 
serve any  character.  I  have  dear  friends  who 
were,  at  the  period  embraced  by  iny  motion,  actors 
on  the  theatre  of  public  life;  men  whom  I  have 
been  taught  to  honor  from  my  infancy,  and  for 
whom  I  have  cherished  respect  in  my  raaturer 
years.  But  I  have  no  apprehension  for  their 
characters  from  any  disclosure  of  their  public 
conduct. 

Mr.  Anderson,  of  Kentucky,  was  m  favor  of 
the  resolve  lying  on  the  table,  because  he  desired 
to  see  an  amendment  introduced  to  it.  From  the 
naked  publication  of  the  Journal  we  might  infer 
that  motives  actuated  the  public  men  of  that  day 
different  from  their  real  motives.  He,  therefore, 
considered  it  important  that  the  public  papers,  re- 
ports, (tc,  connected  with  the  Journal,  should  be 
published  ;  and  moved  to  refer  the  resolve  to  a 
select  committee,  with  instructions  to  extend  its 
scope  so  as  to  embrace  all  the  information  on  the 
subject,  that  no  partial  publication  should  be  made 
of  the  transactions  of  that  day.  Such  a  publica- 
tion of  votes,  dec,  without  the  motives  of  their 
being  understood,  might  do  an  injury  to  those  who 
were  concerned  in  them. 

Mr.  Storrs,  of  New  York,  was  opposed  to  a 
reference  of  this  resolve,  preferring  to  see  it  met 
directly  and  rejected.  When  this  proposition  was 
first  introduced,  he  said,  he  had  been  inclined  to 
support  it.  But,  upon  reflection,  he  was  convinced 
that  the  interests  of  the  country  not  only  required 
that  the  Journal  should  not  b<'  published,  but  im- 
periously ri-quired  it.  There  was  a  reason  for 
publishing  the  Secret  Journal  and  Correspondence 
of  the  Revolutionary  Congress,  which  did  not  ap- 
ply to  that  embraced  by  this  motion  ;  and  good 
reasons  had  been  a.ssigncd  for  the  discrimination. 
But,  in  his  opinion,  there  was  a  better  reason  ;  our 
domestic  quarrels,  said  he,  formed  but  a  small  por- 
tion of  our  legislation  previously  to  the  treaty  ol 
1783.  There  was  nothing,  then,  in  the  Journal 
which  it  was  desirable  to  withhold;  and  nothing 
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iu  the  secret  papers  which  could  affect  the  feel- 
ings or  characters  of  any  but  open  and  known 
traitors.  It  was  proposed  now,  however,  to  lift 
the  veil  from  those  scenes  of  domestic  quarrelling, 
in  which  the  feelings  of  different  portions  of  the 
country  had  been  interested  fo  a  degree  which  sel- 
dom, until  this  moment,  had  beeen  witnessed  in 
the  Councils  of  the  country,  to  give  to  the  world 
all  the  history  of  our  family  bickerings ;  to  show 
that,  before  the  adoption  of' the  Constitution,  the 
North  was  opposed  to  the  South,  the  South  de- 
tracting from  the  North,  Ac.  For  what  use  ?  He 
could  not  see  any  occasion  for  it.  One  word, 
he  said,  as  to  a  venerable  name  which  had  been 
introduced  in  this  debate.  He  knew  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  too  well  to  suppose 
him  intentionally  to  have  misstated  any  thin''. 
But,  it  was  due  to  Mr.  Jay,  and  to  his  character, 
to  say,  that  the  gentleman'  had  not  told  the  whole 
history  of  the  affair  referred  to  by  him.  It  might 
be  supposed  that  it  was  proposed  to  give  up  to 
Spain  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  without 
an  equivalent.  Not  so,  however.  There  was  to 
be  an  equivalent,  and  he  should  like  to  hear  what 
it  was.  He  was  not  to  be  told,  that  Mr.  Jav,  than 
whom  there  was  not  a  more  worthy  man  or  more 
strenuous  patriot  in  any  country,  proposed  to  sur- 
render, without  an  equivalent,  the  navigation  of 
the  river  Mississippi. 

[Mr.  PiNCKNEy  rose  to  explain.  He  had  stated 
that  Spain  had  sent  a  Minister  to  this  country  with 
the  express  purpose  to  persuade  us  to  cede  to  her, 
for  twenty-five  or  thirty  years,  the  exclusive  navi- 
gation of  the  Mivsissippi,'and  that  she  had  offered 
a  treaty  embracing  such  a  cession.  That  treaty, 
he  now  stated,  proposed  benefits  to  the  Northern 
States,  in  which  the  Southern  States  had  no  par- 
ticipation. They  were  to  pay  the  price ;  they  were 
to  yield  the  navigation  of  the. Mississippi — but  thev 
were  not  to  l)e  benefitted  by  the  equivalent,  as  i't 
had  been  called,  which  proposed  to  open  to  our 
tiag  certain  |)orts,  such  as  Manilla,  dec.  but  did 
not  propose  to  open  the  ports  of  South  America. 
It  was  by  no  means  such  a  price  as  Spain  ought 
to  have  paid  for  the  important  cession  she  sought  I 
for  from  us.  With  resp<>ct  to  .Mr.  Jay,  he  said  no  j 
more  of  him  than  that,  in  the  ordinary  routine  of  ' 
business,  the  treaty  had  been  referred  to  him,  and 
that  he,  in  a  long  repcjrt.  which  was  considered  a  : 
▼ery  able  performance,  recommended  the  adoption 
of  the  treaty.  He  did  not  by  any  mean*  detract 
from  the  character  of  Mr.  Jay. J  i 

Mr.  Storrh  said  he  did   not  suppose  that  the  I 
gentleman  did  intend  to  detract  from  the  character  i 
of  Mr.  Jay;  because  he  knew  him  to  be  incapable  , 
of  it.     But,  when  first  up,  the  gentleman  had  not  ' 
stated  the  matter  as  clearly  as  he  had  now  done.  I 
Mr.  S.  said  he  was  certain  .Mr.  Jay  never  would  ' 
have  airreed  to  surrender  the  right  of  navigating 
the  Mississippi,  without  what  he  had  at  least  deemed 
an  equivalent  benefit  to  the  country  yielded  by 
Spain.     What  was  really  the  fart,  as  it  now  ap- 
peared ?     That  a  foreign   nation    offered  to   us  a 
treaty,  under  the  old  Confederation,  which  one 
part  of  the  nation  thought  it  their  interest  to  ac- 
cept, and  the  other  did  not.     Was  there  any  thing 
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importont  in  this  transaction  7    Only  in  one  point 
of  view,  and  that  rather  an  unhappy  one  ;  as  show- 
ing, that  there  did  exist  in   the  Old  Congres*  a 
contrariety  of  views,  which  we  should  rather  be 
ashamed  to  develope  than  anxious  to  publish.     I 
mentioned  the  name- of  Mr.  Jay,  said  Mr.  S.,  be- 
cause it  had  been  brought  into  the  debate;  and  I 
now  take  the  opportunity  to  say,  that  this  nation 
will  be  unfit  for  freedom  whenever  the  name  of 
John  Ja>  shall  cease  to  be  venerated  from  one  end 
of  the  continent  to  the  other.     As  to  the  effect  of 
this  re.solve,  if  agreed  to,  Mr.'S.  said  it  would  serve 
to  teach  to  the  Powers  of  Europe  our  weakness. 
They  will  find  from  it  the  grounds  on  which  this 
i  Confederacy  is  most  accessible  to  attack — the  dif- 
ferent interests  to  which  they  may  appeal,  if  it  be 
an  object  with  them  to  attempt  the  severance  of 
the  Lnion.     The  same  interests,  said  he,  exist  at 
this  day  as  did  then.     I  need  only  refer  to  the  sub- 
ject (theMissouri  question)  which  is  now  agitated 
in  this^House,  to  show  that  it  would  be  extremely 
unwise  to  develope,  to  those  who  may  be  hereafter 
our  enemies,  the  avenues  by  which  we  may  be  as- 
sailed.    To  pass  this  resolve  might  answer  another 
purpose,  also  to  he  deprecated.     It  would  show  to 
the  present  ffeneration,  after  their  fathers  had  de- 
scended to  their  graves,  those  things  which  ought 
never  to  be  touched.     We  know  that  the  Old  Con- 
gress was  composed  of  members,  representing  rather 
legislatures  than  the  people  of  the  States,  and  in 
many  cases  legislattd  with  a  view  to  their  particu- 
lar political  interests ;  they  were  not,  as  the  Con- 
gress of  the  nresfnt  Government,  a  representation 
of  the  people.     The    publication  of  this  Journal 
would   onlv  add   fuel   to  the  flame  of  dissensions, 
already  sufficiently  great.     Are  we  not,  he  asked, 
warm  enough  already  1     Have  there  not  been  de- 
bates which  show  that  our  zeal  wants  no  additional 
excitement  here  ?     Is  it  not  wise — is  it  not  prudent, 
till  we  are  once  more  seated  in  domestic  peace, 
thatHve  should  suffer  that  Journal  to  slumber  where 
it  now  reposes  :  that   it  should  remain   until  the 
men  who  were  actors  in  public  life  at  that  day, 
and,  if  possible,  until  with  them  all  the  prejudices 
and  resentments  arising  out  of  sectional  interests, 
shall  have  passed  away  ?     Under  the  influence  of 
that  impression,  Mr.  S.'said  he  hoped  the  resolution 
would  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  said,  in  rising,  that 
the  observations  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
were  not  the  only  observations,  that  he  had  ever 
heard  on  the  floor  of  this  House  or  out  of  it,  against 
a  proposition,  which  went  (in  his  judgment)  pow- 
erfully to  support  it.  He  agreed,  with  the  hono- 
rable gentleman  who  had  Just  sat  down  that,  to 
URC  the  coarse  expression  of  a  man  whose  name,  if 
fame,  if  notoriety,  was  an  object,  would  last  as 
long  as  the  world  whose  destinies  he  had  so  im- 
portant an  agency  in  governing — we  should  wash 
our  dirty  linen  at  home.  But  the  proposition  now 
was,  to  commit  this  resolution — to  inquire,  in  fact, 
whether  or  not  it  was  expedient  to  adopt  it:  and 
was  the  honorable  gentleman  afraid  to  trusta  com- 
mittee of  this  House  ?  Mr.  R .  said  he  had  nothing 
to  say  irreverent  of  the  name  of  John  Jay,  or  of  any 
other  of  the  patreg  congcripti  of  our  better  times 
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But  nothing  could  be  more  fallacious  than  the  I  raor^of  it,  my  forb(>araDce  will  be  attributed  to  the 
notion  of  keeping  the  Cabinets  of  Europe  out  of  j  reverence  which  I  bear  to  old  age.  Let  the  sur- 
oar  secrets  by  refusing  to  publish  them  by  our  au-  vivors  of  those  who  were  so  long  ago  in  public  life 
thority.  The  Minister  of  Spain  had  long  ago  in-  descend  smoothly  to  the  tomb,  and  there  be  pro- 
formed  his  Government  of  every  thing  relatmg  to  i  tected  from  the  censure  of  the  world.  I  am  not 
this  matter  ;  and  in  the  archives  of  the  Escurial  i  disposed,  at  this  time,  and,  unless  political  objects 
or  of  Saint  Ildefonso  might  be  already  found  every  require  it,  I  .>hall  not  be  disposed,  now  or  hereafter, 
thing  it  was  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  disclose  {  to  furnish  niv  opinion  of  that  gentleman's  political 
to  them.  When  this  publication  should  have  been  \  character.  6ut,  if  his  friends  make  it  nect^ssary,  I 
made,  Mr.  R.  said  he  should  himself  learn  from  it  '  shall  present  my  views  on  that  point.  It  had  been 
nothing  new  :  but  was  it  not  important,  he  asked,  intimated  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  that 
that  the  people  should  be  informed  on  those  matters  j  the  Congress  of  the  Confederation  bad  no  national 


which  the  gentleman  from  New  York  was  so  de 
sirous,  and  so  unavailiugly  desirous,  of  keeping 
from  the  crowned  heads  of  Europe — or,  rather, 
from  their  Ministers?  He  was  on  the  point,  he 
said,  of  expressing  this  wish  :  that  at  Paris,  or  some 
other  spot,  there  should  be  a  repository  in  which 
all  the  records  of  diplomacy  might  be  preserved, 
that  history  might  rest  on  her  own  basis.  He 
trusted  that  all  the  transactions  of  our  Government 
would  be  developed,  when  they  could  be  no  longer 
injurious  to  the  feelings,  the  characters,  or  reputa- 
tions of  those  who  were  living.     With  regard  to 


views  ;  but  that  each  member  acted  for  his  own 
interests.  Permit  me,  said  Mr.  S.,  to  protect  even 
the  gentleman's  friend,  Mr.  Jay,  from  this  imputa- 
tion. What,  sir!  The  oatriots  and  statt^smen 
who  carried  us  through  tne  toils  and  struggles  of 
the  Revolution — did  they  not  come  out  of  that  fur- 
nace with  their  virtues  brightened,  and  their  frail- 
ties fallen  off  ?  Did  they  not  look  with  a  prophetic 
eye  on  the  destiny  of  the  nation,  and  endeavor  to 
accelerate  its  progress  to  its  present  elevated  sta- 
tion ?  if  a  body  of  men  ever  existed  who  were 
entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  a  nation  and  to  the  ad- 


the  knowledge  of  foreign  nations  respecting  us,  |  miration   of  the   world,  it   was   the  Continental 
Mr.  R.  said   they   knew  the  only  mode  in  which  !  Congress, 
this   Republic,  or  any  other,  is  assailable.     iVicuh 


«t  impera — that,  said    he,  is  the  tyrants'  maxim 


On  the  subject  of  excitement,  Mr.  S.  said  a  few 
,  .  ,  words.     Every  great  national  question   produces 

that  is  the  way  in  which  they  will  approach  us —  '.  some  excitement ;  it  is  excitement  that  gives  elas- 
and,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  materials  for  their  op-  j  ticity  to  the  human  mind,  and  enlarges  the  sphere 
erations  are  daily  furnishing,  ready  to  their  hand.  |  of  human  action.  It  is  a  powerful  agent  in  hu- 
Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  said,  in  his  opinion  the  :  man  improvement.  Its  existence  is  to  be  regretted 
House  ought  not  to  hesitate  a  moment  to  pas.s  this  :  only  when  evil  spirits  take  advantage  of  it.  "to 
resolution.  They  had  gone  too  far  already  to  >top  j  ride  on  the  whirlwind  and  direct  the  >torm.-'  VVith 
here.  Every  thing  else  was  already  ordered  to  Ik-  i  resptct  to  thusc-  who,  between  17b3  and  17S9,  oc- 
published :  and  why  should  this  fragment  of  our  j  cupied  seats  in  Congress,  he  would  not  at  present, 
records  remain  in  secrecy  ?  No  plausible  rea^on  i  ^ay  any  thing.  If  they  w(7e  patriots,  thoM-  who 
could  be  assigned  for  it :  the  Journal  in  question  |  Mere  living  were  entitled  to  the  respect  of  the  na- 
could  contain  no  secret  which  all  the  world  might  ;  tion.  and  the  memory  of  those  should  be  embalm- 


not  know.  The  nation  was  entitled  to  know  every 
thing  about  its  own  history,  no  matter  who  shouliJ 
be  involved  in  the  disclosure.  If  the  facts  wtTe 
.unimportant,  the  publication  could  do  no  harm; 
if  they  were  important,  they  ought  to  be  disclosed. 
He  hoped  the  motion  for  a  commitment  would  be 
withdrawn,  and  that  the  resolve  would  be  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  where  it  might 
be  considered  and  amended  without  delay.     A  sup- 

Krcssion  of  a  part   of  the  Journal,  the  remainder 
eing  published,  would,   in  his   opinion,  operate 
injuriously. 

Mr.  Strjther  again  addressed  the  Chair.  The 
gentleman  from  New  York  had  said,  we  ought  to 
be  ashamed  to  make  the  dcvelopement  proposed 
by  this  fesolve.  We  are  so  organized,  s^d  Mr. 
S.,  as  to  differ  in  our  faculties  ;  one  to  possess  a 
particular  quality — another  one  another:  one  may 
sport  his  chapeau  bras,  whilst  another  presents 
himself  in  the  coarse  jarb  of  a  Republican.  I  am 
Sony,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  I  cannot  exhibit  myself  with 
the  virtues  of  a  courtier  to  recommend  me.  I 
come  only  with  claims  to  the  confidence  of  the 
hardy  yeomanry,  on  whose  intelligence  I  rely,  and 
in  whose  virtue  I  confide.  The  compliment, 
which  the  gentleman  has  paid  to  Mr.  Jay,  may 


ed  who  Avere  now  no  more.  Not  a  h^f  should  be 
strip[K'd  from  the  laurel  wreath  which  entwines 
the  brow  of  the  virtuous  statesman.  It  is  the  traitor 
only,  who,  with  unholy  views,  decks  himself  in 
the  garb  of  patriotism,  who  fears  exposure,  and 
vvho  can  have  any  thing  to  fear  from  this  proposi- 
tion. In  regard  to  party  feelings,  Mr.  S.  said  his 
humble  path  through  political  life  had  not  been 
marked  by  a  single  instance  of  party  bitterness  or 
acerbity.  He  knew  indeed  the  workings  of  ambi- 
tion ;  but  with  those  influenced  by  that  passion  he 
was  perfectly  willing  to  exchange  hands,  at  the 
same  time  his  best  endeavors  were  used  to  counter- 
act-their  objects.  Were  there  not,  Mr.  S.  a.sked, 
gentlemen  from  the  South  in  the  Old  Congress,  as 
well  as  from  the  North  ?  If,  said  he,  I  had  local 
feelings  and  pride,  and  I  could  believe  that  the 
fame  of  friends  of  mine  would  be  aflircted  by  the 
disclosure  of  what  is  now  in  darkness,  would  they 
not  naturally  rouse  my  exertions  to  defeat  the  ex- 
position ?  But,  sir,  my  friends  and  enemies  stand 
on  their  own  merit.  I  love  Plato;  but  I  love  vir- 
tue better.  There  are  some  men  reaching  after 
political  power  they  have  not  yet  enjoyed,  who 
may  shrink  from  this  test;  but  I  do  not  sec  why 
,,  .  objection  should  be  made  to  it  from  any  other  quar- 
pass  for  at  much  as  it  is  worth.     If  1  do  not  say    ter.     With  regard  to  the  effect  of  this  disclosure 
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on  the  pending  controversy,  Mr.  S.  trusted  that 
tiie  debate  on  the  .Missouri  question  would  not  last 
six  month.s ;  and  it  would  be  that  time  at  least, 
and  perhaps  twelve  months,  before  this  Journal 
could  be  published.  On  this  occasion,  or  when- 
ever any  political  movement  is  proposed,  a  separa- 
tion of  the  Union  meets  us  at  ever)  turn but  it 

is  a  spectre  merely,  which  there  is  no  danger  of 
being  converted  into  sober  reality.  PoiiticaFglad- 
iators  may  use  it  in  argument,  but  the  people  are 
bound  together  by  adamantine  ties, not  to  be  loosen- 
ed by  any  one  ol  the  present  day.  With  respect 
to  the  children  of  those  who  are  gone,  if  their 
parents  had  acted  properly,  let  their  example  be 
imitated  ;  if  otherwise,  a  knowledge  of  it  would 
be  the  best  legacy  to  their  posterity.  Mr.  S.  con- 
cluded by  expressing  his  regret  that  so  much  time 
had  been  consumed  in  this  discussion  ;  if  he  could 
have  anticipated  it,  he  did  not  know  but  he  should 
have  deferred  his  motion. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  spoke  against  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  resolve.     If  he  wished  to  walk  among 
the  tombs  of  his  ancestors;  to  visit  the  graves  of 
the  venerable  patriots  who  framed  the  Constitution 
of  the  country,  and  discharged  the  important  du- 
ties of  government  during  the  Confederation,  and 
inscribe  on  their  tombs  censure  or  approbation,  he 
would  vote  for  this  resolution,   because  it  would 
produce  the  information  necessary  to  enable  him 
to  do  so.     But  the  information  communicated  by 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  satisfied 
him  that  the  resolve  ought  not  to  be  adopted.  The 
country,  he  said,  was  now  nearly  rent  in  twain, 
by  an  agitation,  almost  as  serious  as  that  of  the 
Western  insurrection,  or  of  the  discovery  of  the 
Spanish  conspiracy.     The  statement  which   had 
been  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Soutii  Carolina, 
was  calculated  to  increase  that  excitement.     The 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  country  required,  Mr. 
C.  said,  that  the  wounds  which   time  had   cica- 
trized, should  not   be  opened  again  ;   that  the  veil 
which  had  been  dropt  over  the  incidents  of  that 
day  should  not   now  be  lifted.     With  respect   to 
that  statement,  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina must  excuse  him  for  saying,  that,  from  the 
lapse  of  time,  Mr.  C.  apprehended  he  had  forgot- 
ten the  objection  which  he  owed,  as  a  member 
of  the  Old  Congress,  not  to  divulge  its  proceed- 
ings.     The  character  of  that  gentleman  forbade 
the  imputation  to  him  of  any  incorrect  motive; 
but,  if  the  proceedings  were  secret  at   the  lime, 
and  so  ordered  to  remain,  they  should   not  now 
have  been  disclosed,  unless  some  important  emer- 
gency  required  it.     The  hint  already  given  was 
sufficient  to  arouse  feelings  which  should  lie  dor- 
mant.     Washington,  the  sage  and  patriot,   had 
recommended   that   the   veil   which   covered  the 
conflicts  of  that  day.  should   not   be   lifted;   and 
his  warning  voice  against  the  encouragement  of 
local  prejudices  and  sectional  distinctions,  operat- 
ed, Mr.  C.  said,  on  his  mind  forcibly  on  this  oc- 
casion.    On  further  consideration  of  this  subject, 
Mr.  C.  said,  he  thought  gentlemen  would  agree 
with  him   there  were  strong  reasons  against  act- 
ing on  It  as  proposed.     The  eentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia had  urged  the  adoption   of  this  resolution 


as  the  representative  of  the  hardy  yeomanry—in 
the  name  of  the  people  of  whom  he  is  the  servaot. 
It  IS  for  the  interest,  the  peace,  the  tranquillity  of 
those  people,  said  Mr.  C,  that  I  wish  to  see  this 
resolution  laid  in  eternal  sleep;  that  it  shall  lie 
with  the  ashes  of  the  departed  which  it  is  attempt- 
ed to  disturb.  Many  of  the  actors  of  that  day 
have  gone  off  the  stage  of  life.  Some  of  them 
may,  in  their  political  course,  have  committed 
what  we  now  consider  errors.  But,  is  nothing 
due  to  him,  who,  on  reflection,  abandons  an  erro- 
neous course,  and  pursues  the  proper  interest  of  his 
country  ?  Is  he  not  to  be  sheltered  from  reproach 
for  errors  committed  in  the  outset  of  his  life  ?  Mr. 
C.  thought  it  important  that  those  things  which 
the  venerable  fathers  of  the  land  had  kept  secret 
should  not  now  be  brought  up,  by  writ  of  error, 
to  be  reversed  before  the  tribunal  of  the  people! 
He  was  willing  to  submit  this  question  to  the  elders 
of  the  country;  they  had  decided  on  it— their  de- 
cision had  been  long  acquiesced  in,  and  he  hoped 
the  House  would  not  undertake  to  reverse  their 
decision. 

Mr.  PiNCKNEY  said  that  he  had  just  been  in- 
formed that,  under  the  resolution  of  the  last  Con- 
gress, the  President  and  Secretary  of  State  had 
considered  themselves  authorized  to  publish  the 
whole  of  the  secret  journal,  as  well  after  as  before 
the  Treaty  of  178:^.  If  so,  there  was  of  course  no 
occasion  to  act  further  on  this  subject.* 

Mr.  Warfield,  of  Maryland,  said  he  could  not 
readily  express  the  astonishment  he  felt  at  the  op- 
position given  to  the  resolution  then  before  the 
House;  tor  he  did  not  suppose  there  would  have 
been  the  least  hesitation  in  adopting  it.  He  be- 
lieved the  public  proceedings  of  our  Government, 
and  the  greater  part,  if  not  the  whole  of  the  con- 
fidential communications,  had  been  published  up 
to  the  year  1783.  From  that  period  to  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  present  Government,  if  we  have  not 
been  left  altogether  in  the  dark,  we  have  certainly 
a  very  imperfect  and  indistinct  knowledge  of  the 
important  measures  which  were  then  acted  on  by 
those  in  power.  Why  the  proceedings  of  our  pub- 
lic characters,  for  the  period  alluded  to,  should  be 
concealed  from  the  view  of  the  citizens  of  this 
country,  he  was  altogether  at  a  loss  to  understand. 
He  was  informed,  from  very  good  authority,  and 
by  some  who  were  members  of  Congress  at  that 
lime,  that  subjects  were  discussed,  and  questidbs 
brought  before  them,  of  great  national  importance; 
many  of  which  had  been  communicated  to,  and 
were  distinctly  understood  by  Governments  in  Eu- 


•  This  is  facU  Under  the  resolution  of  Congress, 
of  the  27th  March,  1818,  which  provides  for  the  pub- 
lication of  the  secret  journals  of  the  acts  and  proceed- 
ings and  the  foreign  correspondence  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  the  construction  has  been  such  as 
to  include  the  period  subsequent  to  the  treaty  of  1788. 
Had  this  been  known  to  the  mover  of  the  resolve  now 
debated,  of  course  it  would  not  have  been  introduced. 
The  alluKions  in  the  debate  were,  however,  of  such  a 
nature,  that,  having  a  sketch  of  it  in  possesvioo,  we 
did  not  feel  ourselvrs  justified  in  withholding  it  from 
the  public  eye. — Editort  National  Inteiltgencer. 
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rope,  whilst  the  knowledge  of  them  in  this  coun- ! 
ta  was  chiefly  confined  to  those  who  were  at  that 
tnne  actors  on  our  great  political  theatre.     They 
had  been  denominated  the  secret  proceedings  of 
Congress,  and  under  that  appellation   had  been 
concealed  from  public  scrutiny.     This  doctrine  of 
tecret  proceed in^jfg^  and  thereby  concealing  from  the 
public  eye   measures   important    in  their   conse- 
quences, and  which  ought  to  be  known  to  the  citi- 
zens of  this  country,  is  a  doctrine  against  which 
he  would  take  leave  to  enter  his  solemn   protest.  , 
It  was  a  doctrine  which  might  be  advocated  and 
maintained  under  some  Governments ;  but  it  was  , 
one  which  he  considered  altogether  incompatible 
with  the  spirit  and  genius  of  Republicanism.     In 
a  Republic  the  people  ou^ht  to  know,  they  had  a 
right  to  know,  the  political  course  pursued  by  those 
whom  they  had  clothed  with  power.     He  nad  no 
fear,  Mr.  W.  said,  of  trusting  the  people  of  this 
country  with  a  full  knowledge  of  their  political 
concerns;  he  had  great  confidence  in  their  wis- 
dom,  their  prudence,    and    their   jiatriotism.     If, 
upon  the  publication   of  those  secret  proceedings, 
it  should  be  found  that  the  estimate  which  had 
been  made  of  the  public  worth  of  men,  had  been 
a  mistaken  one,  it  mis:ht,  perhaps,  be  a  cause  of 
regret,  but,  so  far  from  being  an  argument  against 
their  publication,  he  conceived  it  to  be  one  of  the 
■most  cogent  reasons  that  could  be  assigned  in  sun- 
;  port  of  the  measure.     Men  ought  to  stand  or  fall, 
I  m  public  estimation,  according  to  their  intrinsic 
^  merit  or  demerit.     The  acts  ot  men  on  great  and 
^important  political  questions,  is  the  standard  by 
."which  they  ought  to  be  judged.     But  it  had  been 
»    urged  that  the  proceedings  of  those  days  should  be 
buried  in  profound  obscurity;  that  the  veil  of  se- 
cresy  should  not  be  withdrawn,  lest  a  disclosure 
of  those  occurrences  should  revive  unpleasant  re- 
collections, and  cause  unnecessary  excitement  in 
the  public  mind  ;  and,  to  enforce  these  admoni- 
tions, our  attention  had  been  called  to  the  excite- 
ment which  has  existed  during  the  discussion  of 
an  important  subject,  (the  Missouri  question,)  now  , 
under  the  consideration  of  this   House.     Is  it  an 
unu.sual  or  extraordinary  occurrence,  said  Mr.  W., 
that  some  excitement  should  exist  in  a  delibera- 
tive a.ssembly,  when   engaged  in  the  discussion  of 
a  question  considered  by  some  gentlemen  of  vital 
importance  to  the  great  interests  of  our  country,  ■ 
as  It  relates  to  our  present  happiness  and  prosper- 
ity, and  the  happiness  and  pro.sperity  of  future  gen-  ! 
erations,  and  a  question,  too,  on  which  great  di- ' 
versity  of  opinion  may  fairly  exist.     So  far  from 
those  occurrences  being  considered  unusual  or  un- 
expected, he  thought  they  might,  on  all  occasions, 
be  expected,  where  a  deep  interest  was  felt  in  what 
might   be   the  result    of  important  deliberations. 
But,  whether  the^ublication  of  the  acts  of  men  i 
invested  with  authority,  which  acts  it  was,  in  his  ' 
judgment,  essential  for  the  people  of  this  country  ' 
distinctly  to  understand,  would  or  would  not  oc- 
casion excitement  on  the  floor  of  that  House,  or  in  ; 
any  other  place,  was  a  consideration,  Mr.  W.  said,  | 
which  would  never  have  weight  with  him ;  he,  ' 
therefore,  hoped  the  resolution  would  be  adopted, ' 
"•Ad  the  important  proceedings  of  those    times  I 


published,  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  Amer- 
ica. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  referring  the 
resolve  to  a  select  committee,  and  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative.    •  •'      ..  >     .       .    •^ 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 
The  House  spent  some  time  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  Mis>ouri  bill.  Mr.  Randolph 
spoke  for  some  time,  in  continuation  of  the  argu- 
ment he  commenced  yesterday.  When  he  con- 
cluded, the  Committee  rose,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Hardin,  who  is,  according  to  usage,  now  entitled 
to  the  floor  ;  and  the  House  adjourned. 


TiESDAY,  February  4. 

Mr.  LiTTi.E  presented  a  petition  of  two  hundred 
and  ninety  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Washing- 
ton, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  that  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  said 
county  may  be  extended  to  sums  of  fifty  dollars  ; 
that  the  said  justices  may  be  authorized  to  issue 
executions  on  judgments  rendered  by  them  respec- 
tively ;  and  that  sundry  alterations,  therein  speci- 
fied, may  be  made  in  the  judicial  system  of  said 
county;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Cobb  presented  a  petition  of  Andrew  Low, 
Robert  Isaac,  and  James  McHenry,  merchants  of 
Savannah,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  trading  under 
the  firm  of  Andrew  Low  «Sc  Co.,  stating  that  mer- 
chandise imported  by  them  into  the  port  of  Sav- 
annah, amounting  to  upwards  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  was  destroyed  at  the  late 
fire  which  consumed  so  large  a  portion  of  that  city  ; 
that  they  had  paid  into  the  Treasury  upwards  of 
fourteen  thousand  dollars,  duties  on  .«iaid  goods, 
and  that  twenty-seven  thousand  dollars  yet  remain 
to  be  paid,  and  praying  that  the  last  mentioned 
sum  may  be  remitted  to  them,  and  that  they  may 
be  empowered  to  imp(»rt,  free  of  duty,  goods  to  an 
amount  equal  to  that  iip^m  which  they  so  paid  the 
duty;  which  petition  was  referred  to  the  Coimnit- 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  .Navy,  covering  an  abstract  of 
the  expenditures  on  account  of  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  Navy,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
on  the  30th  September,  1^19,  rendered  in  pursuance 
of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1809;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  W^ays  and  Means. 

Mr.  W1LLIAM8,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Stephen  Baxter, 
accomjxinied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief^  of  the  said 
Baxter,  late  a  paymaster  of  the  third  regiment  of 
New  York  volunteers;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Anderso.n,  from  the  Committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  "resolution  to  authorize  the  pub- 
lieation  of  part  of  the  Secret  Journal  of  Congress, 
under  the  Articles  of  Confederation,"  reported  the 
same  with  an  amendment,  which  was  read,  and, 
with  the  resolution,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  were  dis- 
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charged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  peti- 
tion of  James  Simpson,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Slocu.mb,  the  President  of 
the  United  States  was  requested  to  communicate 
to  this  House  if  any,  and  what,  progress  has  been 
made  in  surveying  certain  parts  of  the  coast  of 
North  Carolina,  and  in  ascertaining  the  latitude 
and  longitude  of  the  extreme  points  of  Cape  Hat- 
teras,  Cape  Lookout,  and  Cape  Fear,  pursuant 
to  a  resolution,  approved  19th  January,  1819. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stevens,  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  were  directed  to  report  whether,  in 
their  opinion,  it  would  be  expedient  to  erect  a 
lighthouse  on  the  south  coast  of  Lake  Erie,  at  or 
near  the  confluence  of  its  waters  with  those  of 
Sandusky  Bay. 

ACCOUNTABILITY  FOR  PUBLIC  MONEYS. 
Mr.  Randolph  rose  to  ofler  a  motion,  having 
for  its  object  an  inquiry  respecting  the  enforcing 
a  stricter  accountability  for  the  public  moneys, 
Ac.  The  United  States  reminded  him,  he  said, 
of  those  generous  and  gallant  young  fellows,  ready 
to  do  justice,  at  all  times,  to  everybody  but  them- 
selves. The  moneys  of  the  United  States  were 
scattered  over  the  country  from  Passamaquoddy 
to  Yellow  Stone — from  Chicago  to  Mobile,  in  a 
manner  which  would  fritter  away  the  resources 
of  any  other  nation  in  the  world  than  this.  No- 
thing, said  he,  but  the  rapid  growth  of  the  infant 
Hercules  has  enabled  us  to  support  this  dilapida- 
tion of  the  public  estate.  We  are  something  like 
the  Georgia  and  Virginia  planters — cotton  being 
at  fifty  cents,  and  tobacco  at  thirty  dollars.  Do 
you  want  a  tooth-pick  ?  Take  a  hundred  dollars. 
Do  you  want  a  tooth-brush  J  Take  a  hundred 
dollars.  Do  you  want  tooth-powder  ?  Take  a 
hundred  dollars.  And,  sir,  we  want  pens,  paper, 
and  ink  ;  and  these  different  wants  supply  busi- 
ness for  several  individuals,  to  whom  money  is 
advanced,  to  be  accounted  for  hereafter.  /*  it  ac- 
counted for  .'  What  is  the  deficit  now?  hex-' 
ceeds  greatly  the  average  annual  revenue  dur- 
ing the  administration  of  Washington.  Let  us 
see,  said  he,  the  aggregate  receipts  on  which  ; 
the  father  of  his  country,  as  he  has  been  over  and  j 
over  called,  administered  the  Government  of  the  | 
United  States.  From  the  4th  of  March,  1789,  to 
the  31st  of  December,  1791,  making  almast  half 
of  his  first  term  of  service,  the  receipts  into  the 
Treasury  amounted  to  S4,400,0()0.  For  the  year 
ensuing,  they  were  only  S3,«>00,000  ;  for  the  year 
following,  .$4,600,000.  These  were  the  receipts  of 
the  four  years  composing  the  first  Presidency.  In 
the  first  year  of  the  next  term,  the  revenue  was 
S5,100,OOi3 ;  for  the  next,  S5,900,(X)0  ;  and  for  the 
last,  87,000,000.  These  facts,  Mr.  R.  said,  were 
conclusive.  They  spoke  to  the  understanding  of 
every  rnan  who  kept  his  eye  on  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  of  the  Government.  I  recollect,  said 
he,  when  we  thought,  if  we  could  get  a  receipt  of 
ten  millions  of  dollars — of  which,  seven  millions 
went  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  shortly  after,  on 
the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  eight  millions — we 
should  be  in  the  full  tide  of  successful  experiment. 


Was  there  no  way,  Mr.  R.  asked,  to  recover  the 
public  assets  from  the  hands  of  those  who  were 
living  on  the  public  funds?  This  system  would 
not  answer — a  system  more  simple  might  answer 
in  the  case  of  the  United  States,  as  he  knew  it 
would  in  that  of  this  House.  For  what,  said  he, 
is  o^r  situation  ?  We  meet  in  a  room  in  which 
we  can  neither  hear  nor  see — but  even  the  blind 
can  perceive  what  I  wish  to  bring  to  the  attention 
of  the  House — it  is  the  universal  dilapidation  of 
the  public  funds.  As  for  accommodation  and 
adaptation  to  public  business,  I  should  as  soon 
think  of  attempting  to  be  heard  across  the  Poto- 
mac, in  the  face  of  a  northwester,  as  to  be  heard 
here,  where  the  physical  triumphs  over  the  intel- 
lectual power.  Have  gentlemen  adverted,  Mr.  R. 
asked,  to  how  much  of  the  money  of  the  public 
was  in  the  hands  of  the  Columbia  banks,  or  how 
it  got  there  ?  And  do  tee,  said  he,  know  any  thing 
of  the  Central  Bank,  the  Patriotic  Bank,  and  of 
the  other  banks,  so  numerous  that  it  would  be  m 
vain  to  attempt  to  repeat  their  titles?  For  my' 
part,  continued  Mr.  R.,  I  am  not  at  all  sorry  for 
the  eflfect  which  the  public  at  this  time  experience, 
although  perhaps  I  pay  as  dearly  for  it  as  most  of 
us — I  lament  the  cause — but,  sir,  we  are  punished, 
if  I  may  use  the  term,  in  the  ofiending  member. 
I  trust  It  may  bring  us  to  a  sense,  not  only  of  what 
is  best  for  our  own  selves,  but  of  what  is  due  to 
our  constituents ;  that  the  system  of  peculation 
shall  be  broken  up ;  that  the  Augean  stable  shall 
be  cleansed ;  that  the  stream  of  public  treasure, 
compared  to  which  the  Missouri  itself  is  but  a  rill, 
shall  not  be  dammed  up  by  peculators  and  default- 
ers, &c.    Mr.  R.  said  he  would  therefore  move — 

"  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  be  directed  to 
report  to  this  House  such  measures  as,  in  his  opinion, 
may  be  expedient  to  enforce  the  more  speedy  payment 
of  public  moneys,  due  from  individuals  and  corporate 
bodies  in  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Lowndes  said  he  had  no  objection  what- 
ever to  the  object  of  this  motion.  He  would  only 
remark,  that  a  part  of  it  appeared  to  him  to  be 
comprehended  in  calls  already  made  on  the  Trea- 
sury Department,  and  a  part  of  it  within  the  pre- 
scribed duties  of  a  committee  of  this  House.  With 
regard  to  the  unaccounted-for  moneys  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  Mr.  L.  conceived  both  the  facts  and 
apprehensions  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to 
be  exaggerated.  In  order  to  take  a  correct  view 
of  the  subject,  he  suggested  the  propriety  of  so 
modifying  the  resolution  as  to  call  for  an  accurate 
statement  of  the  amount  of  public  moneys  out- 
standing and  unaccounted  for,  dec. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  he  would  readily  agree  to 
modify  his  motion  in  the  manner  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  or  any  other  gentle- 
man, should  deem  it  expedient  to  effectuate  the 
object  of  it.  If  the  gentleman  would  prepare  such 
an  amendment,  he  would  adopt  it  with  pleasure. 
The  resolution,  he  said,  must  spezk  for  itself. 
While  up,  he  would  observe  that,  with  regard  to 
the  banks  of  this  District,  while  he  had  mentioned 
one  or  two  by  name,  he  did  not  know  that  there 
was  a  pin  to  choose  between  them.  He  had  no 
idea,  he  said,  of  selling  ofi'the  public  lands,  increas- 
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ing  the  balances  already  due  for  them,  and  making 
up  the  present  deficit  by  taxes  on  the  people,  when 
it  could  be  made  up  merely  by  making  these  leeches 
disgor|^^     The  honorable  gentleman  has  mistaken 
me,  said  Mr.  R.,  if  he  supposes  I  have  any  hostility 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.     I  have  none. 
But,  Mr.  Speaker,  you  know  very  well — no  man 
ought  to  know  better — what  it  is  to  disturb  a  hor- 
net's nest.     The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  not 
going  to  array  himself  against  these  individuals 
without  a  call  from  this  House.     The  present  sys- 
tem, Mr.  R.  said,   would  not  work;  and,  if  it 
would  not,  we  must  either  go  on  with  it  as  it  is, 
and  continue  to  increase  the  public  burdens,  or  we 
must  endeavor  to  get  rid  of  it.     He  wished  that 
the  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  the  for- 
mer Secretary  of  the  Treasury — of  whose  intended 
return  to  this  country  rumors  were  afloat — or  some 
one  of  equal  capacity  with  either,  would  devote 
himself  to  rectifying  the  disorders  m  the  public 
expenditures.     The  disorder  in  the  receipts  was 
bad  enough — no  other  Government,  perhaps,  could 
go  on  with  it — but  when  to  this  was  added  the  dis- 
orders in  the  expenditures,  Crcesus  himself  could 
not  sustain  it.     The  English,  Mr.  R.  said,  were 
remarkable  for  having  brought  their  svstem  of  col- 
lection to  the  least  possible  expense — ^ne  would  not 
say  to  perfection,  but  certainly  much  nearer  it  than 
we  have  attained.     France,  though  her  revenue  be 
not  so  cheaply  collected  as  that  of  England,  yet, 
as  far  as  his  information  extended,  in  the  economy 
of  its  expenditures  greatly  surpassed  her.     The 
English  are  profuse  in  their  expenditure — bespoke 
not  of  the  gross  amount,  or  ol  the  object,  whether 
great  armies,  the  navy,  &c.,  but  of  the  dollar  for 
dollar's  worth.     But,  he  said,  we  are  more  profuse 
m  the  expense  of  the  collection  of  revenue  than 
either  of  these  Powers,  and  we  outdo  the  outdo- 
ings  of  every  former  generation  in  the  profu.sion 
of  expenditure  and  total  want  of  responsibility  in 
public  agents.     Now,  said  he,  meo  /terioiio,  i  un- 
dertake to  say,  if  you  will  call  in  the  balances  due 
to  the  Grovernment  from  individuals ;  if  you  will 
make  the  great  corporations  and  men  who  pass  for 
rich,  with  public  moneys  in   their  hands ;  if  you 
will  make  these  leeches  disgorge  ;  if  you  will  make 
ihem  pay  the  people,  it  will  cure  your  deficit ;  it 
will  make  it  unnecessary  to  lay  taxes.     They  do 
not  pay  interest  on  the  money  they  hold  ;  and  very 
likely  if  you  authorize  a  loan  they  will  take  it — 
and  who  are  better  able  than  men  who  have  both 
their  pockets  stuffed  with  public  money  ?     Mr  R. 
said  he  hoped  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would 
consider  it  a  part  of  his  duty,  in  suggesting  a  reme- 
dy, to  give  the  House  some  little  history  of  the 
nature  of  the  disease.     If,  however,  it  should  be 
thought  necessary  specially  to  require  it,  he  had  no 
objection  so  to  modify  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Trimble  said  he  should  not  oppose  the  reso- 
lution, although  a  special  committee  of  the  House 
had  the  subject  in  charge ;  he  should  vote  for  it, 
because  it  would  unquestionably  relieve  him,  as  one 
of  that  committee,  from  a  portion  of  the  duties  he 
had  to  perform.  At  the  same  time  he  begged  leave 
to  say,  that  the  committee  of  which  he  was  one 
had  not  been  idle ;  and  that,  as  to  the  reference  to 


the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  facts,  all  the 
information  required  had  been,  or  was  in  the  way 
of  being,  furnished  to  the  committee,  of  which  he 
happened  to  be  chairman.  In  the  course  of  the 
examination  w^hich  he  had  had  an  opjxirtunity  of 
making  into  this  subject,  he  had  the  satisfaction  of 
finding  that  not  a  single  dollar  had  been  applied 
in  malversation  of  the  public  moneys.  That  there 
were  sums  of  money  in  the  hands  of  paymasters 
and  quart.'rmastcrs,  and  other  public  agents,  to  a 
large  amount,  was  certainly  true.  Many  of  the 
accounts  had  not  yet  been  settled,  for  the  want  of 
time.  Large  sums  might  be  lost  to  the  Govern- 
ment by  some  of  these  agents,  not  from  the  want 
of  means  or  of  disposition  to  enforce  the  payment 
of  them,  but  from  the  insolvency  of  the  individuals. 
But,  with  respect  to  any  moneys  in  the  hands  of 
public  agents,  Mr.  T.  said  it  must  be  evident  they 
constituted  no  available  fund.  Whether  a  mode 
of  enforcing  a  more  speedy  collection  of  the  public 
debts  could  not  be  devised,  was  a  question  worthy 
of  consideration.  But  he  begged  leave  to  say,  that 
he  believed  every  tiling  had  been  done  by  the 
Treasury  which  the  law  allowed  the  agent  at  the 
head  of  that  Department  to  do ;  and  that  he  had 
not  been  able  to  find,  nor  had  he  any  reason  to 
suppose  there  existed,  any  negligence  on  this  point 
on  the  part  of  any  of  the  heads  of  Departments. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  he  had  no  intention  to  tres- 
pass on  the  department  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  or  of  the  committee  appointed  to  in- 
quire whether  the  existing  provisions  of  law  were 
duly  executed;  inasmuch  as  it  was  the  inefficiency 
of  the  present  system  which  caused  him  to  call  on 
those  who  had  the  best  knowledge  of  the  subject 
lo  devise  a  better  system— a  system  which  would 
accelerate  the  payment  of  public  moneys.     He 
had,  he  said,  charged  malversation  on   nobody. 
This  was  a  subject  on  which  he  felt  no  sensitive- 
ness at  all.     His  motion  was  not  of  the  nature  of 
a  hostile  procedure  against  the  admitfhtration  ol' 
the  Government,  to  which  he  was  m'no  wise  in- 
imical.    With   regard  to  the  recovery  of  public 
moneys,  Mr.  R.  said,  the  gentleman  had  himself 
shown  the  defects  of  the  present  system,  by  telling 
the  House  that  the  funds  in  the  hands  oi  some 
agents  were  not  available,  and   in   the  hands  of 
others  would  be  lost  by  their  insolvency.     This 
showed  either  that  the  trust  had  been,  in  the  first 
instance,  improperly  reposed,  or,  what  Mr.  R.said, 
his  motion  might  seem  to  imply,  that  the  present 
mode  of  obtaining  balances  out  of  the  hands  of 
those  by  whom  they  are  due,  is  defective.     Had 
tht'  honorable  gentleman  never  beard — of  this  ad- 
ministration, Mr.   R.  said,  he  spoke  not,  for  he 
knew,  perhaps,  less  of  them  than  any  man  in  the 
nation— of  the  failure  of  the  Government  to  make 
defaulters  account  for  their  defalcation,  their  secu- 
rity being  insufficient?     This,  he  presumed,  was 
the  case  now,  or  the  funds  in  the  hands  of  public 
agents  would  not  be  unavailable.     Had  the  gen- 
tleman never  heard  that  after  bond  had  been  taken, 
the  Department  or  the  Treasury  had  failed  to  sue 
until  the  debt  was  lost  for  want  of  timely  interpo- 
sition ?     I  hope,  said  Mr.  R.,  the  gentleman  will 
not  flag  in  the  patriotic  undertaking  in  which  he 
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is  engaged  ;  but  I  know  what  a  committee  can  do 
in  the  Treasury.  I  would  as  stwn  trust  a  child  to 
find  its  way  in  the  labyrinths  of  this  building.  If 
the  gentleman  could  find  what  he  was  looking  for 
it  would  be  highly  satisfactory;  but  this,  Mr.  R. 
said,  was  one  of  the  cases  in  which  to  seek  is  not 
to  find  ;  to  knock,  and  not  have  opened  for  you ; 
to  ask,  and  not  to  have — if  it  is  for  information 
you  ask.  The  way  to  ask,  here,  was  in  a  differeut 
tone,  and  in  a  dinerent  style.  I  repeat,  said  Mr. 
R.,  that,  whatever  construction  may  be  put  on  my 
motion,  my  object  is  to  ascertain  whether  it  is  not 
possible  to  make  those  wtio  have  our  money  give 
It  up — for  I  know  that  when  we  have  their  money 
we  are  obliged  to  give  it  to  them;  whereas  I  al- 
ways thought  it  but  Cair  to  receivers  well  as  to 
give — to  give  and  lake. 

Mr.  Trlmble  said,  that,  by  a  superficial  glance 
at  the  official  statements,  one  might  be  easily  led 
into  error  on  one  point.  It  might  appear  on  the 
face  of  them,  that  there  were  nuilions  in  the  hands 
of  public  agents,  when  in  fact  there  were  not  as 
many  hundred  thousands — becau.se  the  moneys 
advanced,  to  be  disbursed  in  the  public  service, 
were  charged  to  the  agents  until  the  vouchers 
were  transmitted  and  their  accounts  settled  at  the 
proper  offices.  The  amount  of  balances  reported, 
therefore,  was  no  criterion  whereby  to  judge  of  the 
amount  due — much  the  largest  part  beingexpended 
n  and  ready  to  be  accounted  for.     On  the  subject  of 

economising  nublic  expenditures,  Mr.  T.  said,  he 
did  not  at  all  differ  in  sentiment  from  his  friend 
from  Virginia. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph's !at)tion,and  carried  without  a  division. 

THE  .MISSOURI  HILL.  I 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whofe-,  (Mr.  Baldwin  in  the  chair,)  on 
this  bill. 

Mr.  Hardin, :of  Kentucky,  addressed  the  Com- 
mittee in  the  following  words:  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
am  under  great  obligations  to  the  Commitlee  for 
indulging  me  in  my  request  on  yesterday  evening, 
for  the  Committee  to  rise,  an<i  give  me  the  floor 
this  morning.  But.  were  1  to  consult  the  safety  of 
the  little  reputation  I  have,  I  ought  not,  although 
pledged,  tn  address  you  and  this  House  to-day  upon 
the  present  subject,  1  readily  acknowledge  that, 
at  this  moment,  I  leel  the  most  thorough  convic- 
*  lion  of  my  own  incapacity  to  do  any  thing  like 
tolerable  justice  to  the  question  now  under  con- 
sideration, or  even  to  acquit  myself  with  credit. 

The  importance  of  the  present  subject  renders  it 
my  indispensable  duty  to  myself,  to  this  House, 
my  country,  and  posterity,  however  reluctant  1 
may  be,  to  assign  those  rea.sons  which  have  occur- 
red to  me,  and  which  compel  me  to  vote  against 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York.  There  is  one  point,  and  I  believe 
only  one,  in  which  there  is  an  entire  concurrence 
of  opinion  in  this  House  and  the  Senate;  that  is, 
the  immense  importance  and  magnitude  of  the 
present  question  now  before  us — important,  not 
only  on  account  of  the  extraordinary  excitement 
existing  throughout  the  nation,  but  also  on  account 


of  the  new  Constitutional  doctrine  broached  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  House.     One  })ortion  of 
the  United  States  bring  forward  and  support  this 
amendment,  under  the  imposing  names  of  human- 
ity, sympathy,  and  religion ;  at  the  same  time  ut- 
tering the  bitterest  curses  against  the  odious  and 
abominable  practice  of  retaining  a  part  of  the  hu- 
man  family   in    bondage.     1    acknowledge   there 
would  be  great  propriety  in  reprobating  the  prac- 
tice upon  this  occasion,  if  we  were  the  authors  of 
it,  or  could  get  clear  of  it;  but  it  has  been  our  mis- 
fortune to  have  it  entailed  upon  us  by  that  Gov^ 
ernment  under  wiiich  we  were  colonized ;  and, 
however  eloquently  gentlemen  may  declaim  upon 
the  subject  of  universal  liberty,  it  proves  nothing 
upon  the  present  question,  although  it  may  capti- 
vate and  enlist  all  the  finer  feelings  and  sensibili- 
ties of  the  heart.     But  I  fear,  I  greatly  fear,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  gentlemen  are  fighting  under  false 
colors — that  they-^ave  not  yet  hoisted  their  true 
flag.     As  this  contest  is  upon  the  great  theatre  of 
the  world,  in  the  presencex)f  all  the  civilized  na- 
tions of  the  earth,  and  as  it  is  to  be  viewed  by  an 
impartial  posterity,  would  it  not  be  more  magnani- 
mous to  haul  down  the  colors  on  which  are  en- 
graven humanity,  morality,  and  religion,  and  in 
lieu  thereof  unfurl  the  genuine  banner,  on  which 
is  written  a  contest  for  political  consequence  and 
mastery  ? 

On  our  side  of  the  House,  Mr.  Chairman,  we 
are  contending  not  for  victory,  but  struggling  for 
our  {Kilitical  existence.  We  have  already  surren- 
dered to  the  non-slaveholding  Sutes  all  that  re- 
gion of  the  American  empire  between  the  great 
rivers  Ohio  and  Mississippi ;  and  if  you  tear  from 
us  that  immense  country  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
we  may  at  once  surrender  at  discretion,  crouch  at 
the  ieei  of  our  adversaries,  and  beg  mercy  of  our 
proud  and  haughty  victors. 

In  the  investigation  of  the  present  question, 
Mr.  Chairman,  the  subject  necessarily  divides  it- 
self into  three  great  and  leading  heads.  P'irst,  has 
Congress  the  power,  under  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  to  annex,  as  an  irrevocable  condi- 
tion uj)on  the  admission  of  the  people  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Missouri  into  the  Union  as  a  sister  State, 
that  the  State,  when  organized,  shall  prohibit  the 
further  introduction  of  slaves  within  her  limits, 
and  shall  set  froe  and  emancipate  the  future  in- 
crease of  all  those  who  may  be  holden  in  slavery 
at  the  lime  the  Slate  government  is  formed — for 
this  is  the  clear  import  of  the  amendment  ?  Sec- 
ondly, il"  by  the  Constitution,  Congress  have  the 
power,  can  she  exercise  it  without  violating  the 
national  faith,  under  the  Treaty  of  Cession,  by 
which  that  country  was  transferred  from  France 
to  the  United  Stales?  Thirdly,  if  Congress  hare 
the  power  to  impose  the  restriction,  and,  in  so  do- 
ing, the  national  faith  will  not  be  broken,  is  it  ex- 
pedient to  adopt  the  present  amendment  ?  In  this 
investigation  it  will  be  necessary,  Mr.  Chairman, 
before  I  proceed  to  examine  the  subject  in  the 
order  proposed,  lo  establish  some  preliminary  facts 
and  positions,  and  also  to  disentangle  the  question 
from  a  few  difficulties  and  obstructions  thrown  in 
the  way  by  those  who  advocate  the  amendment 
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It  is  alleged  by  some  that  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, as  soon  as  it  was  adopted  by  the  Con- 
gress of  1776,  emancipated  and   manumitted  all 
the  slaves  in  the  then  United  States.     This  is  cer- 
tainly a  very  late  discovery,  and  the  people  of  the 
North,  heretofore  so  fruitful  in  inventions,  as  the 
Patent  Office  can  well  testify,  may  rightly  claim  to 
be  the  authors  of  it.     I  would  be  glad  that  eentle- 
men  would  point  out  what  part  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence  they  rely  on.     At  that  time  was 
not  slavery  tolerated  in  a  number  of  the   Stales  7 
Whose  Representatives  were  the  members  of  Con- 
gress who  framed  and  adopted  that  declaration  ? 
Were  they  not  the  Representatives,  exclu>ively,  of 
the  then  free   population   of  the  United    States  ? 
yVho  is  meant  in  the  declaration   by  the  exprcs-  i 
sion  of— '•  We,  therefore,  the  Representatives  of 
'  the  United  States  of  America,  in  general  Con- 
'  gress  assembled,  appealing  to  the  Supreme  Judge  \ 
'of  the  world  for  the  rectitude  of  our  intentions, 
'  do,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  good 
'  people  of  these  colonies"  ?    Must  not  every  one  I 
answer,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  none  but  the  then  free  ' 
population  was  alluded  to  1  j 

vVhat  are  the  efficient  parts  of  the  Declaration  I 
of  Independence  ?      The   answer  is,   those   parts  I 
only  which  declare  our  dependence  upon    Great  ! 
Britain  to  be  at  an  end,  and  assume  a  stand  and  j 
character  of  a  sovereign  people  amon<j  the  nations  i 
of  the  earth.     The  balance  of  the  declaration  is  } 
nothing  but  a  manifesto  to  the  world,  assigning  ' 
and   setting  forth   the  causes  which  led  to  and  1 
brought  about  that  mighty  event.     But,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, is  it  not  strange  indeed  that  the  framers  and  ' 
adopters  of  that  declaration  should  have  been  ig-  j 
norant  of  its  import,  because  a  number  of  them  I 
held  slaves— some  do  so  yet,  and  others  did  until  , 
their  death.     The  adoption  of  our  present  Consti-  ■ 
tution,  in  which  slavery  is  expressly  recognised,  ' 
affords  the  most  ample  refutation  ol  the  doctrine 
upon  that  point  advanced  bv  the  other  side  of  the  | 
House,  I  beg  gentlemen  to  beware  of  the  dreadful  , 
consequences  which  may  follow  from  such  doc-  | 
trine — too  preposterous,  I  agree,  to  obtain  any  vo- 
taries from  an  intelligent  and  dispassionate  people ;  • 
but  yet,  when  addressed  to  the  slaves,  whose  minds 
are  unenlightened  by  such  high  and  imposing  au- 
thority, their  angry  passions  may  be  aroused,  and 
they  may  precipitate  themselves  into  the  commis- 
sion of  enormous  crimes  towards  their  masters. 
Such  doctrine  as  this,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  the  slave- 
holding  States,  is  peculiarly  alarming;  it  shows 
the  tenure  by  which  they  hold  their  slave  property, 
should  the  non-sfaveholding  States  obtain  a  de- 
cided ascendency  in  the  Congress  and.  councils  of 
the  nation.     Mr.  Chairman,  there  has  been  a  great 
deal  said  fv^m  the  opposite  side  of  the  House  upon 
the  score  of  precedent.     They  allege  that  condi- 
tions of  some  kind  or  other  have  been   imposed 
upon  a  number  of  the  new  States  adopted  into 
the  Union  since  the  Constitution  was  formed,  to 
wit:  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missis- 
sippi, Louisiana,  and  Alabama  ;  and  also  the  con- 
ditions imposed  by  Virginia  on  Kentucky,  when 
the  latter  was  permitted  tcf  go  into  a  State.     To 
this  long  list  ol  precedents  a  number  of  answers 


f  can  be  given,  each  and  erery  one  of  them  satis- 
factory. 

In  the  first  place,  all  those  States  were  willing 
to  enter  into  the  compact,  or  agreement,  and  no 
efforts  were  made  to  impose  it  upon  them,  and  en- 
force  it  without  their  consent.  Besides,  as  to  a 
number  of  the  States,  the  conditions  did  not  go 
to  take  away  any  of  the  great  rights  of  sover- 
eignty and  self-government.  In  the  second  place, 
the  States  which  agreed  to  the  conditions,  having 
done  it  willingly,  the  attention  of  the  nation  was 
never  directed  to  the  question  of  the  Constitu- 
tional power  of  Congress  to  exact  them.  They 
were  precedents,  established  without  debate,  with- 
out contest,  in  the  language  of  the  law  they  passed 
»iib  »ileiUi(),  and  are  eniiifed  to  no  weight  as  au- 
thority. I  would,  however,  remark  to  this  House, 
that  the  compact  between  Virginia  and  Kentucky, 
under  an  opinion,  I  presume,  that  it  was  not  out 
ol  the  power  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  by 
law,  to  violate  and  infract  it,  and  to  put  it  com- 
pletely out  of  the  reach  of  all  legislation,  it  is  made 
part  ot  the  constitution  of  Kentucky.  I  agree 
that  srreat  deference  and  respect  are  to  be  paid  to 
precedents,  established  with  due  deliberation  upon 
matters  of  State  policy,  for  nothing  is  so  desirable 
as  uniformity  and  consistency  in  the  administra- 
tion of  government.  But  I  do  now,  as  I  ever  have 
done,  enter  my  most  solemn  protest  against  the 
following  of  precedents,  either  in  the  legislative  or 
judicial  departments  of  Government,  which  are 

?ross  and  palpable  violations  of  the  Constitution. 
Fpon  a  Constitutional  question,  what  situation  are 
we  placed  in  when  following  precedents  against 
the  admonitions  of  conscience  ?  Precedents  point 
one  way— our  judgment  the  other.  Is  there  any 
choice  left  1    \o,  none — no  more  than  there  is 


c  I 


between  perjury  and  innocence.  Can  precedent, 
I  ask  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  sanctify  and  hallow 
that  which  is  a  crime  on  earth  of  the  deepest  dye, 
and  an  abomination  in  the  sight  of  our  Father 
who  presides  in  Heaven  1 

Under  the  head  of  preliminar>'  facts  and  posi- 
tions, let  us  inquire,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  are  the 
claims  of  the  people  and  Territory  of  Missouri,  to 
be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  member  of  this 
great  political  family.  Her  territory  is  not  unu- 
sually large.  The  dimensions  of  the  proposed 
btate  are  not  greater,  do  not  contain  more  s^juare 
miles,  than  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illi- 
nois. Her  population  is  admitted  by  all  to  be  up- 
wards of  sixty  thousand.  .\o  State  which  has 
been  admitted  into  this  Union  since  the  adoption 
ol  the  Constitution  had,  at  the  time  of  their  admis- 
sion, a  greater  |x>pulation ;  several  of  them  had 
scarcely  haJf  the  number.  The  Constitution,  when 
It  says,  *■  new  States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Con- 
gress into  this  Union,"  is^ent  upon  the  subject 
of  numbers  or  boundary,  but  leaves  that  subject  to 
the  sound  discretion  of  Congress.  The  manner  in 
which  that  discretion  has  bwn  exercised,  has  been 
so  uniform  and  invariable,  that  it  amounts  to  a 
jaw.  It  IS,  Mr.  Chairman,  a  proclamation  to  the 
inhabitants  of  all  the  Territories  that,  whenever 
their  numb.'rs  approach  to  fifty  or  sixty  thousand, 
they  shall  be  at  liberty  to  bur-t  from  around  them 
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the  bonds  and  chains  of  territorial  servitude  and 
vassalage,  and  as.sume  and  exercise  the  rights  of 
self-government,  the  inalienable  rights  of  mankind. 

Bat,  Mr.  Chairman,  independent  of  the  practice 
of  this  Government  in  admitting  other  States  into 
the  Union,  I  say,  upon  principle,  if  Missouri  were 
the  first  candidate  that  ever  offered  and  asked  for 
admission,  we  would  be  bound  to  do  one  of  two 
things — either  to  receive  her  as  a  sister  State,  or 
permit  her  to  set  up  an  independent  government 
for  herself.  Who  in  this  House  is  prepared  to 
deny  and  disclaim  the  principles  upon  which  the 
American  Revolution  commenced,  and  in  con- 
tending for  which  we  established  our  indepen- 
dence f  Was  it  the  amount  of  the  duty  imposed 
upon  the  tea?-^  answer,  no;  because,  by  reason 
of  the  drawback  allowed  to  Great  Britain  upon  its 
exportation  to  the  then  colonies,  we  could  buy  it 
cheaper,  and  pay  the  duty  here,  than  we  could  pur- 
chase it  before.  But  the  principle  we  contend  for 
was  this,  that  we,  from  our  intelligence  and  popu- 
lation, were  competent  for  all  the  purposes  of  self- 
government  ;  and  that  it  was  the  inalienable  birth- 
right of  all  men  to  be  bound  by  no  laws  unless 
they  participated  in  their  enactment;  and  that  any 
law  made  h)-  the  King  and  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  in  which  we  Had  no  voice,  no  representa- 
tion, was  not  only  not  obligatory  upon  us,  but  ab- 
solutely, as  it  respected  us,  null  and  void.  On  the 
other  side  of  the  ocean,  it  was  contended  that  the 
laws  enacted  by  the  Imperial  Parliament  and  their 
Majesty,  were  binding  upon  us  in  all  cases  what- 
soever. The  above  was  the  point  in  issue  between 
the  parties.  Our  right  to  a  seat  on  this  floor,  our 
being  assembled  here  on  this  day,  proclaims  the 
glorious  result  of  the  contest.  But  then,  in  those 
good  times,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  was  the  feelings  and 
interest  of  the  American  people  to  contend  and 
spill  the  best  blood  of  the  land  for  first  principles. 
Now,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  one  portion  of  tnese 
United  States  find  it  their  interest  to  combat  those 
very  principles  lor  which  a  numberof  their  fathers 
gloriously  perished. 

Mr.  Chainnan,  the  claims  of  Missouri  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  this  Union,  do  not  rest  here.  She  has 
additional  and  still  stronger  demands  upon  this 
House  to  grant  what  she  asks  for,  if  such  could 
exist,  which  are  based  upon  the  following  clause  in 
the  Treaty  of  Cession  between  the  United  States 
and  France,  by  which  treaty  Louisiana  was  trans- 
ferred to  this  (iovernment.  The  part  of  the  treaty 
I  allude  to,  reads  in  these  words:  "That  the  m- 
'  habitants  of  the  Territory  shall  be  incorporated 
'  in  the  union  of  the  United  States,  and  admitted 
'  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of 
'  the  F'ederal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all 
'  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens  of 
'  the  United  States,  and  in  the  meantime  they  shall 
'  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoy- 
'  ment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion 
'  which  they  profess." 

By  this  clause,  you  and  this  House,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, will  perceive  that  the  faith  of  the  nation  is 
pledged  to  incorporate  and  admit  that  Territory 
into  the  union  of  the  United  States,  according  to 
the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  the 


people  of  it,  when  admitted,  shall  enjoy  all  the 
rigfits,  advantages,  and  immunities  of  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  admission  to  be  as 
soon  as  possible;  thereby  meaning  as  soon  as  their 
numbers  would  justify  it.  To  the  treaty  it  is  an- 
swered, from  the  opposite  side  of  the  House,  that 
the  treaty-making  power  of  this  Grovernment  can- 
not bind  and  compel  Congress  to  admit  new  States 
into  the  Union.  To  this  I  answer,  that  although 
the  treaty-making  power  cannot  compel  Congress 
to  do  any  act,  yet  it  can  constitutionally  stipulate 
for  an  act  to  be  done  by  Congress ;  and,  if  not 
done,  the  national  honor  and  faith  will  be  violated, 
which  no  gentleman,  proud  of  the  high  character 
of  this  nation,  would  desire  ever  to  see.  When  a 
treaty  is  made,  by  which  inhabited  territory  is 
ceded  from  one  nation  to  another,  who  are  the 
parties  ?  1  answer,  not  only  the  contracting  na- 
tions, but  the  people  living  on  the  territory  which 
is  bought  and  sold ;  and  the  inhabitants,  by  agree- 
ing to  the  cession,  for  they  cannot  be  transferred 
without  their  consent,  (see  Vattel,  page  118-19,) 
have  paid  a  valuable  consideration  for  all  stipula- 
tions in  their  favor;  and  what  is  more,  being  the 
weakest  of  the  three  parties,  ma^animity  requires 
towards  them  at  least  a  scrupulous  fulfilment  of 
all  conditions  in  their  favor. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  shall  it  be  said  ot  this  day, 
that  that  treaty  is  not  binding  on  the  nation  ?  Has 
not  Congress  ratified  and  confirmed  it  in  innumer- 
able instances?  Has  not  Congress  advanced" and 
paid  the  purchase  money?  Has  she  not  created  a 
new  State  out  of  it,  and  laid  the  balance  off  into 
Territories,  surveyed  the  land,  sold  it,  and  received 
millions  of  the  purchase  money  ?  If  all  those  acts 
do  not  amount  to  a  ratification  and  confirmation 
of  the  treaty  on  the  part  of  Congress,  I  would  be 
glad  that  gentlemen  would  point  out  what  further 
act  can  be  done  to  give  it  additional  efficacy. 

From  the  foregoing  remarks  which  I  have  made, 
Mr.  Chairman,  these  facts  and  positions  are  mani- 
fest :  First,  the  Declaration  of  Independence  cuts  no 
figure  in  this  question.  Secondly,  there  is  no  respect 
to  be  paid,  no  weight  to  be  attached  to  the  precedents 
adduced  by  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side.  On  the 
part  of  Missouri,  her  numbers,  the  custom  of  this 
Government  in  similar  cases,  and  the  treaty  with 
France,  all.  all  conjoin  in  enforcing  her  claims  to 
admission.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  why  have  I  la- 
bored thus  much  to  establish  the  foregoing  propo- 
sitions, and  to  refute  the  preposterous  doctrines 
above  referred  to,  as  advanced  by  my  adversaries, 
when  the  very  amendment  itself,  from  the  manner 
in  which  it  is  offered,  seems  to  admit  the  claims 
of  Missouri  to  become  a  sister  State. 

We  now  come  fairly  to  this  momentous  question. 
Has  Congress  the  right  to  exact  from  the  people  of 
Missouri  a  surrender  of  so  much  of  their  State 
sovereignty  as  is  contemplated  by  the  amendment 
now  under  consideration  ?  In  the  press  of  debate, 
it  is  certainly  greatly  desirable  that  we  should 
enter  into  it  with  coolness  and  impartiality,  and 
neither  side  be  inflamed  by  passions  of  any  kind, 
except  the  love  of  country,  and  a  desire  to  promote 
her  interest.  But,  alas  I  that  seems  to  be  imprac- 
ticable. 
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Bekold,  Mr.  Chairmao,  and  see  how  our  tables 
grojan  with  the  cumbrous  mass  of  memorials  and 
petitions,  from  town  meetings,  colonizing  societies, 
and  emancipating  clubs,  together  with  resolutions 
from  all  the  non-slaveholding  States.     This  mode 
of  operating  upon    this  House  is  extremtly  un- 
friendly, and  hostile  to  the  enactment  of  good,  wise 
and  salutary  laws.     It  prevents  and  de>troys  the 
beneticial  effects  of  a  free  inlerchaiii^e  of  sentiments 
upon  great  national  .subjects.     I  acknowledge  that 
three  of  the  slaveholding  States  have  sent  also  to 
this  House  requests  and  mstructions  ;  they  were 
only  intended  by  way  of  counteraction  to  the  pon- 
derous mass  on  the  other  side.     I  duly  appreciate 
the  motive  that  induced  their  being  sent;  it  was 
a  display  of  effort  in  the  good  cause.     But  it  was 
entirely  unnecessary;  it  was  an  act  of  supereroga- 
tion, for  we  had  been  instructed  before.     Our  m- 
structioQs  come  from  higher  authority  ;  they  came 
from  the  Convention  of  17SS.     I  hold  them  in  my 
hand;  thev  are  known  throughout   the  civilized 
world  by  the  name  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.     In  pursuing  the  investigation  of  this 
subject,  in  the  order  I  proposed,  it  will  be  necessary, 
Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  first  place,  that  we  should 
have  a  clear  and  distinct  view  of  the  relative  power 
of  the  General  and  State  Governments.     I  take  this 
proposition  to  be  undeniable,  that,  were  it  not  for 
the  contract  because  the  States,  which  is  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  that  the  States  would 
be  completely  sovereign  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
and  that  every  power  and  attribute  incidental  to, 
or  connected  with,  sovereignty  would  belong  to  the 
States.     The  proposition  is  equally  incontrovert- 
ible that,  as  the  Government  of  the'Uuited  States 
possessed  no  sovereignty  originally,  or  even  exist- 
ence itself,  and  being  composed  entirely  of  dele- 
gated powers  from  the  States,  that  it  possesses  none 
of  the  original  attributes  of  sovereignty,  and  it  can 
do  nothing  which  it  is  not  authorized  to  do  by  the  ] 
Constitution,  either  by  an  express  grant  of  |)ower,  I 
or  by  an  implicit  grant  as  necessary  to  carry  into  ! 
effect  some  power  already  given.     If  the  two  prop- 
ositions above  stated  be  correct,  and  of  the  truth 
of  which  there  can  be  no  doubt,  it  follows  as  a  , 
consequence,  independent  of  the  amendment  to  the  I 
Constitution,  which  reads  in    these  words  •'  the 
'  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the 
'  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States, 
'  are  reserved  to  the  Sutes  resjK'ctively,  or  to  the 
'people;''    that  Congress  can  do  nothing  which 
they  are  not  authorized  to  do,  and  that  the  States 
can  do  every  thing  that  is  not  delegated  to  Con- 
gress, or  which  they  are  not  forbid  to  do.     The 
above  conclusions  refute  all  the  arguments  which 
we  have  heard  about  the  omnipotence  of  Congress. 
Doctrines  at  all  times  dangerous,  but  extremely  so 
now  on  account  of  their  bein^  so  fashionable.     In 
support,  Mr.  Chairman,  of  the  points  I  have  en- 
deavored to  establish,  I  will  read  from  3  Dallas 

in  the  case  of  the  State  against  Cobbett,part  of  the 
opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania, 
also,  to  the  same  point,  part  of  the  opinion -of  the 
Court  of  Appeals  of  Virginia,  in  the  case  of  Hun- 
ter against  Martin  ;  and  also  the  following  passage 
from  Vattel's  Laws  of  Nations. 


(Mr.  HARniN,  after  reading  the  passages  from 
the  different  books  above  referred  to,  proceeded  in 
his  argument  as  follows :] 

In  pursuing  this  inquiry,  Mr.  Chairman,  vre  must 
pause  for  a  moment,  until  we  ascertain  what  kind  of 
property  a  man  has  in  his  slave  ?     The  answer  to 
this  question  is  not  difficult,  for  none  will  pretend 
to  deny  but  that  his  property  is  absolute  and  un- 
qualified, as  much  so  as  to  any   property  a  man 
can  possess,  except  the  right  to  uke  from  his  slave 
hi.s  life  ;  and  this  right  to  slave  property  is  une- 
quivocally recognised  by  the  Constitution,  first,  in 
the  clause  which  gives  a  representation   in  this 
House  for  three-fifths,  and  secondly,  in  that  part 
whicii  reads  in  these  words — '*  no  person  held  to 
'  service  or  labor  in  one   Sute,  under   the  laws 
•  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall,  in  conse- 
'  quence  of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be  dis- 
'  charged  from  such  service  or  labor,  but  shall  be 
'  delivered  up,  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such 
'  service  or  labor  may  be  due."     Mr.  Chairman,"^ 
having  progressed  thus  far  in  the  argument,  I  may 
safely  say  to  my  opponents,  you  allege  that  Con- 
gress   has  the  power  to    impose  the  restriction? 
We  deny  it ;  and  it  being  admitted  upon  all  hands, 
and  from  all  sides  of  the  House,  tliat  if  Congress 
have  the  power  it  mu^t  exist  in  the  Constitution 
and  no  where  else,  I  therefore  call  upon  you,  to  lay 
your   finger   upon   that   part  of  the  Constitution 
which  will  susUin  you  in  the  hi^h  ground  you 
assume.     In  answer  to  this  call,  which  is  made  not 
by  me  alone,  but  other  gentlemen  also,  we  see  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  nearly  as  great  confu- 
sion and  uproar  as  prevailed  at  the  Tower  of  Babel, 
when  the  angel  from  Heaven  was  sent  down  to 
disjx'rse  the  people,  and  confound  liieir  language. 
One  takes  one  part  of  the  Constitution,  another 
disclaims  that  and  selects  another  part;  and  no 
two  seem  to  agree  throughout.     I  will  examine  the  " 
several   parts  of  the  Constitution  relied  upon  by 
each  of  ihem.     One  gentleman  has  by  nightly  lu- 
cubration, with  infinite  labor  and  research,  found 
thefollowing  passage — "Congres>shall  have  power 
'  to  lay  and  collect  taxe.s,  duties,  imposts,  and  ex- 
•  cises,  to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  common 
'  defence  and  general  welfareoflhe  United  States," 
upon  which    he  places  great  reliance.     He  says, 
that  Congress  has  the  power  given  to  provide  lor 
the  general  welfare,  and  in  doing  that,  she  can 
enact  and  pas.>  any  law  that  mav  tend  to  the  per- 
manence,   durability,  and   glory'  of  the   General 
Government.     Sir,  according  to  that  gentleman's 
construction  of  this  clause,  if  Congress  should  take 
up  an  opinion  that  the  Sute  governments  retarded 
the  advance  and  progress  of  the  nation  in  its  rapid 
and    brilliant  career  of  national   prosperity,  they 
couid  extinguish  and  annihilate  them.     This  is  a 
great  departure  Irom  the  good  old  democratic  doc- 
trine of  17S8,  which  once  distinguished  the  parties 
in  the  United  States.     I  consider,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  the  gentleman  has  misunderstood  that  part  of 
the  Constitution  altogether.     That  clause,  or  I  am 
most  egregiou>ly  mistaken,  contains  no  delegation 
of  power  further  than  this :  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  do  what  ?  Answer,  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  imposts  and  excises.     For  what  purpose  ?  I 


1077 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1078 


Febrcary,  1820. 


Admutkn  of  Mummri. 


H.  opR. 


again  ask  :  answer,  to  pay  the  debts,  provide  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  United 
States.  To  pay  the  debts,  provide  for  the  conunon 
defence,  and  general  welfare,  are  the  objects  to  be  at- 
tained, by  giving  Congress  the  power  to  lay  and  col- 
lect taxes,  duties,  imposts  and  excises;  there  is  no  del- 
egation of  power  in  that  part  of  the  Constitution  to 
befound,  which  speaks  ot  providing  for  the  common 
defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  nation.  But, 
.Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  heartily  tired  with  the  con- 
tinued and  repeated  claims  of  this  General  Welfare ; 
when  he  was  but  a  youth,  we  made  him  consider- 
able presents  from  time  to  time,  at  the  expense  of 
State  rights :  when  he  grew  to  be  a  man,  we  pro- 
vided him  a  handsome  marriage  portion  by  giving 
him  a  bank  of  thirty-five  millions  !  He  is  a  great 
favorite,  for  even  the  judiciary,  who  by  law  is  to 
have  no  sympathies,  has  taken  him  under  its  espe- 
cial care  and  safe  keeping.  It  is  time  we  should 
resist  his  claims  and  stop  him  in  his  high  career  of 
universal  dominion.  In  examining,  sir,  his  pre- 
tensions, for  he  is  like  most  of  our  (itneralu  in  the 
commencement  of  the  late  war — only  brave,  formi- 
dable and  dangerous  on  paper — we  have  one  con- 
solation, that  is,  we  incur  no  hazard  in  losing  our 
rare.  Some  gentlemen  from  the  opposite  side,  rely 
upon  the  following  part  of  the  Constitution:  "To 
'  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper 
'  for  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers, 
'  and  all  other  powers  vested  by  this  Constitution 
'■  in  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any 
'  department  or  office  thereof,"  as  giving  the  power 
to  Congress.  That  clause  hs  like  the  last  one 
noticed  by  me,  it  contains  no  delegation  of  power  ; 
it  neither  adds  to  or  diminishes  the  powers  of  Con- 
gress ;  it  was  evidently  introduced  first  to  prevent 
those  who  were  hostile  to  the  General  Government 
from  alleging  that  it  had  no  powers  incidental  to 
those  expressly  granted,  and  which  were  necessary 
to  be  exercised  to  effectuate  the  objects  for  which 
the  Constitution  was  framed  and  adopted.  On  the 
other  hand,  by  using  the  word  necessary,  it  was 
intended  to  restrict  and  prevent  Congress  from 
taking  too  great  a  latitude  in  its  selection  and  adop- 
tion of  the  means  to  carry  into  full  effect  the  powers 
already  granted.  It  seems  evident  to  me,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  I  have  given  the  plain  meaning  and 
clear  exposition  of  this  last  clause  in  the  Constitu- 
tion. This  doctrine,  that  Congress  can  enact  any 
law  which  she  may  deem  needful  and  necessary 
for  the  health  and  prosperity  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, is  a  most  dangerous  one,  and  if  persisted 
in,  must  lead  to  the  complete  consolidation  of  this 
Government.  All  men  in  power  are  grasping  after 
more,  and,  by  every  means  in  their  reach,  endeav- 
oring to  extend  it ;  proclaiming  to  the  world  that 
power  in  their  hands  is  harmlet.s  as  it  respects  and 
regards  the  rights  of  their  fellow  men. 

It  is  time,  sir,  that  this  plea  of  necessity  for  the 
extension  of  power,  should  be  disregarded,  and  no 
longer  allowed.  I  would  ask  you,  Mr.  Chairman, 
and  this  House,  to  cast  your  eyes  back  upon  the 
nations  of  the  world,  both  ancient  and  modern, 
from  the  formation  of  the  first  Government,  under 
Nimrod,  who  was  a  mighty  hunter,  to  the  present 
day,  and  tell  me,  has  not  every  encroachment  upon 


the  civil,  political,  and  religious  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple, been  justified,  or  apologized  for,  under  this 
same   plea — uectMityl     The  Ministers  of  Great 
Britain   plead  necessity  for  the  present  system  of 
taxation,  which  now  bows  down  to  the  earth  with 
the  heaviest  load  of  oppression,  the  people  of  that 
country.     Bonaparte  plead  necessity  for  his  con- 
scriptions ;  even  the  Sultan  of  Turkey,  if  he  takes 
off  the  head  of  one  of  his  subjects,  pleads  necessity. 
I  do  assure  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  civilly,  mo- 
rally, politically,  and  religiously,  a  greater  tyrant 
never  existed  than  this  same  nectssity.     The  ninth 
section  of  the  first  article — which  reads  in  these 
words,  "the  migration  or  importation  of  suchper- 
'  sons  as  any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall  think 
'  proper  to  admit,  shall   not  be  prohibited  by  the 
'  Congress  prior  to  the  year   1808;  but  a  tax  or 
'  duty  may  be  imposed  on  ^uch   importation,  not 
'  exceeding:  ten  dollars  for  each  person" — has  been 
relied  on  by  some  gentlemen,  as  giving  the  power 
to   impose  the  present   restriction.     The   words, 
'•  such  person.s,"  in   that   clause,   I   agree,   mean 
slavt-s,  and  that  the  word  "  migration"  alludes  to 
the  same  description  of  persons  as  the  word  "  im- 
portation."    The  restriction  upon    the  power   of 
Congress  not  to  impose  a  higher  duty  than  ten 
dollars,  proves  incontestably  thatslaves  are  intended 
by  the  expression,  such  persons.    The  fair  construc- 
tion of  that  part  of  the  Constitution  is  this,  that 
the  States  had  the  right  to  import  slaves,  as  an  ar- 
ticle of  commerce,  and,  when  the  Constitution  was 
made,  the  whole,  or  some  of  them  at  least,  did  not 
wish  to  abandon  that  trade,  or  to  put  it  into  the 
power  of  Congress  to  stop  it,  until  the  expiration 
of  twenty   years;    because,   without  this   clause. 
Congress,  having   the  complete  power  over  our 
commerce  with  foreign  nation.s,  could  have  pro* 
hibited  it  at  once;  and,  also,  lest  Congress  might 
cut  up  the  trade  by  duties  too  heavy  to  be  borne, 
the  tax  or  duty,  which  otherwise  might  have  been 
extended   indefinitely,   is  limited   to   ten   dollars. 
But  it  is  said  that  migration  can  as  well  mean  the 
carrying  from  one  State  to  another,  as  bringing 
them  from  quarters  of  the  world  unconnected,  and 
not  belonging  to  the  United  States  ;  and,  further- 
more, there  being  no  restriction   upon   the  duty 
which  Congress  may  lay  upon  the  migration  of 
such  persons,  proves  that  Congress,  upon  the  mi- 
gration thus  intended,  could  not  lay  a  duty,  and 
that  could  not  happen  unless  the  word  migration, 
as  there  used,  intended  the  taking  of  the  slaves 
from  one  quarter  of  the  United  States  to  another. 
To  that  course  of  reasoning  the  following  answers 
can  be  given  :  that  the  word  importation,  as  there 
used,  is,   to   have   its   common   acceptation,   the 
bringing  into  our  ports  from  foreign  countries ; 
and  the  word  migration  is  intended  to  mean  the 
bringing  thern  into  the  United  States,  not  through 
the  regular  channels  of  our  commerce,  by  entering 
them  at  the  custom-house,  but  in  any  and  every 
other  way  by  which  they  could  be  introduced  into 
the  United  States.     When  they   were  regularly 
entered  at  our  ports,  it  was  necessary,  when  the 
right  was  intended  to  be  secured  to  the  States,  to 
limit  and  restrict  the  .power  of  Congress  in  laying 
a  duty  ;  but,  if  not  entered  regularly  at  port,  thwe 
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was  little  or  no  danger  that  Congress  could  or 
would,  injuriously  operate  upon  the  trade  by  cus- 
tom-house duties.  There  is  another  expression  in 
this  clause,  which  gentlemen  in  their  zeal  seem  to 
have  overlooked ;  a  word  which  casts  great  light 
upon  the  meaning  of  the  words  ''  migration  and 
importation  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States 
now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit;"  the 
word  "  admit,"  which  applies  equally  to  migration 
and  iiuportation,  shows  evidently  that  the  persons 
there  intended  were  not  then  in  the  United  States; 
for,  if  they  were,  the  word  "  admit"  could  not  be 
used  in  relation  to  persons  in  already. 

I  have,  Mr.  Chairman,  occupied  more  of  the 
time  and  attention  of  the  House  upon  this  part  of 
the  Constitution  than  there  was  any  necessity  for. 
There  is  one  answer  to  all  the  arguments  drawn 
froni  that  part  of  the  Constitution,  perfectly  con- 
clusive ;  there  is  Dot  one  word  in  that  clause  which 
contains  a  delegation  of  power ;  but  it  is,  from  be- 
ginning to  end,  a  restriction  and  limitation  upon 
power  already  granted.     I  would  ask  you  and  this 
House,  if  it  be  not  a  contradiction  in  terms,  a  per- 
version of  the  import  of  our  language,  to  say,  a 
limitation  of  power  contains  a  grant  of  power? 
That  part  of  the  Constitution  cannot,  therefore, 
aid  the  gentlemen  in  sustaining  the  doctrines  they 
advocate  ;  and,  for  all  the  service  it  will  do  them 
in  this  argument,  it  may  as  well  be  erased  and 
blotted  out  of  the  Constitution.     This  clause  in 
the  Constitution  has  been  greatly  relied  upon  by 
the  opposite  side  of  the  House;  it  reads  in  these 
words  :  ''  To  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  na- 
tions, and  among  the  several  States,  and  with  the 
Indian  tribes."     They  say  that  the  power  to  regu- 
late the  commerce  among  the  several  States,  will 
authorize  this  restriction.     In  construing  this  part 
of  the  above  clause,  it  will  be  necessary  to  take 
into  view  the  following  clause  :  "  \o  tax  or  duty 
'  shall  be  laid  on  articles  exported  from  any  State; 

*  no  preference  shall  be  given  by  any  regulation  of 
'  commerce  or  revenue  to  the  ports  of  one  State 
'  over  those  of  another;  nor  shall  vessels  bound  to 

*  or  from  one  State,  be  obliged  to  enter,  clear,  or 
'  |iay  duties  in  another."  When  we  take  both 
those  parts  of  the  Constitution  together,  what  do 
they  amount  to  ?  This,  that  Congress  can  lay  no 
duty,  impose  no  restriction,  upon  any  article  of 
trade  or  commerce,  which  is  carried  on  (rSm  one 
State  to  another ;  that  Congress  has  no  power  to 
prevent  me  from  takin^j  any  of  my  property  from 
one  State  to  another  ;  tor  how  can  it  operate  upon 
me,  if  it  can  neither  lay  a  duty  upon  the  goods  or 
property  carried,  or  lay  a  restriction  or  prohibition 
either  upon  me  or  my  pro|)erty  ?  The  intention 
of  the  Convention,  in  inserting  that  clause,  was, 
that  the  States  should  divest  themselves  of  all 
power  to  embarrass  and  trammel  each  others'  trade 
and  commerce  from  one  Sute  to  another.  The 
convention  was  well  awarrof  the  great  benefits 
to  the  whole  American  j^ople  by  a  free  inter- 
change of  commodities  between  the  several  States. 
I  would  ask,  Mr.  Chairman,  how  can  it  be  pre- 
tended that  the  present  amendment  is  a  regulation 
of  commerce  between  the  States  ?  It  cannot  be  a 
regulation  of  commerce,  for  it  is  not  general ;  it  is 
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not  applicable  to  the  whole  United  States;  it  is 
only  to  bind  Missouri.  It  is  not  in  the  nature  of 
an  act  to  regulate  commerce,  subject  to  the  future 
legislation  of  this  House;  but  it  is  irrevocable. 
My  slaves  are  a  nart  of  my  family  ;  I  do  not  carry 
them  there  for  the  purposes  of  commerce ;  I  take 
them  there  to  serve  me ;  I  may  be  unwilling  to 
part  with  them  upon  any  terms.  There  arc  ties 
of  affection  frequently  existing  between  a  master 
and  his  servants,  and  that  may  be  an  inducement 
to  carry  them  to  the  place  selected  for  his  future 
residence.  Can  it,  I  ask,  sir,  be  pretended  that, 
under  the  {xjwer  to  regulate  commerce  between 
the  States,  Congress  can  set  the  future  increase  of 
my  slaves  free?  No  one  certainly  has  the  hardi- 
hood to  assert  it. 

^  Having  examined,  sir,  the  different  parts  of  the 
Constitution  under  which  this  pretended  power  i? 
derived  by  gentlemen,  I  will  now  turn  my  atten- 
tion to  the  only  part  of  the  Constitution  that  gives 
the   smallest   semblance   of   plausibility   to   their 
side  of  the  question.     It  is  the  first  member  of  the 
third  section  of  the  fourth  article,  and  reads  in 
these  words:  "New  States  may  be  admitted  by  the 
Congress  into  this  Union."     It  is  under  this  part 
of  the  Constitution  that  Missouri  relies  for  admis- 
sion into  the  Union.     Those  who  are  in  favor  of 
the  amendment  rely  also  upon   the  same  part  of 
the  Constitution  for  the  power  to  impase  the  re- 
striction ;  and  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  the  strength 
of  the  argument  on  both  sides,  rests  upon  a  fair  ex- 
position of  this  clause.     On  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House  we  are  told  that,  the  word  "  may  "  being 
used,  that   Congress   has   a  discretionary   power 
either  to  admit  or  refuse ;  and  if  Congress  have 
the  power  to  refuse  altogether,  it  can  admit  upon 
conditions  such  as  it  may  think  proper  to  prescribe; 
because,  when  a  person  has  both  the  right  to  give 
and  the  right  to  refuse,  that  the  right  to  refuse  ne- 
cessarily  includes  the  power  to  give,  with   any 
qualification,  the  donor  may  choose  to  annex  to 
the  thing  given.     This  argument,  at  first  view,  is 
imposing;  but,  in  truth  and  fact,  nothing  more 
false  and  erroneous.     I  will  concede  to  the  gentle- 
men what  they  ask  for,  and  they  are  indebted  to 
my  Ixjunty  for  it,  that  Congress  can   refuse,  as  a 
matter  of  right,  to  admit  Missouri ;  yet  the  con- 
clusions drawn  from  that  right  do  not  follow  ;  be- 
cause, according  to  my  construction  of  that  clause. 
Congress  must  either  refuse  or  admit,  without  any 
other  or  further  qualification,  and  with  no  greater 
surrender  of  sovereignty,  than  the  original  thirteen 
States  which  made  that  Constitution  gave  up  to 
the  government  of  the  Union.     I  would  ask,  what 
is  meant  by  the  word  Union  ?     Is  it  not  the  com- 
pact and  agreement  between  the  States,  and  which 
is  called  the  Constitution  ?     Is  it  not  the  bond  of 
union,  the  tie  that  binds  and  unites  the  States  to- 
gether ?      If  Congress  makes  Missouri  surrender 
any  portion  of  her  sovereignty  that  was  not  sur- 
rendered by  the  old  States,  how  can  she  be  a  party 
to  the  original  agreement  between  the  States ;  be- 
cause, as  to  Missouri,  if  other  substantial  articles 
be  added  to  the  great  contract  between  the  States, 
it  neces.sarily  follows  then  that  she  does  not  become 
a  joint  partner  in  the  original  agreement,  and  there- 


fore,  if  she  be  compelled  to  part  with  any  of  her 
sovereignty,  retained  by  the  States  which  made 
the  Constitution,  she  is  not  a  member  of  the  Union. 

Sir,  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  seem  to 
have  forgotten  the  import  of  the  words  "  new 
States."  What  is  the  definition  of  the  word  State, 
as  there  used  ?  The  word  State,  when  applied  to 
a  corporate  body,  is  synonymous  with  the  word  na- 
tion, in  its  popular  acceptation,  and  also  in  all 
treatises  upon  the  subject  of  national  law.  To 
support  that  position,  I  would  refer  the  House  to 
Vattel's  Law  of  Nations,  first  page.  Nation,  or 
State,  is  the  generic  term  for  a  great  political  as- 
sociation of  people ;  and  the  terms  monarchy, 
aristocracy,  and  democracy,  are  only  specifications 
of  the  kind  of  government.  The  words  "  new 
States,"  as  used  in  the  Constitution,  are  to  have  a 
qualified  meaning;  what  I  would  call  and  consider 
a  constitutionally  technical  interpretation.  The 
import  of  the  word  State,  when  used  by  the  Con- 
stitution, means  a  political  association  of  people, 
with  iust  the  same  sovereignty,  and  no  more  or 
less,  tnan  is  severally  possessed  by  the  thirteen  old 
States.  For,  if  you  give  it  less  of  great  rights  of  self- 
government,  it  IS  neither  a  State  in  the  common  ac- 
ceptation of  the  word,  as  defined  by  the  laws  of 
nations,  or  the  Constitutional  meaning  of  the  term. 
You  may  call  it  a  territory,  province,  colony,  or 
any  other  kind  of  excrescent  appendasre  to  the 
General  Government,  or  you  may  term  it  a  non- 
descript, but  I  protest  against  its  being  called  a 
State. 

If  the  foregoing  conclusions  which  I  have 
drawn  be  correct,  Missouri  cannot  be  called  upon 
to  yield  to  the  General  Government  any  portion 
of  sovereignty  possessed  by  any  other  of  the  States, 
and  what  is  more,  if  she  surrender  any  part  of  it. 
Congress,  which  only  acts  as  the  agent  of  the 
States  in  this  particular,  cannot  admit  her ;  for, 
from  the  time  of  such  surrender,  she  ceases  to  be 
a  State,  and  it  is  only  new  States  Congress  can 
admit.  Nay,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  go  further,  and  as- 
sert It  without  the  fear  of  contradiction,  that  even 
if  Missouri  should  crouch  at  the  feet  of  this  Gov- 
ernment and  become  its  humble  tool,  and  permit 
it  to  dictate  the  constitution  she  should  have,  and 
upon  those  conditions  ask  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Union,  Congress,  then,  cannot  admit  her,  because 
the  other  Slates  are  parties  and  copartners  in  this 
great  governmental  compact,  and  none  shall  be 
admitted  as  new  members  of  this  political  com- 
munity, unless  it  has  the  same  capital  of  the  original 
States  to  put  into  the  common  stock,  unless  she 
shall  have  the  same  stake  at  hazard.  In  plain 
English,  the  same  quantum  of  State  sovereignty 
to  balance  and  check  the  powers  and  encroach- 
ments of  the  General  Government,  instead  of  be- 
coming the  dependent  tool,  the  willing  handmaid 
of  its  rapid  march  and  proud  strides  towards  con- 
solidation and  universal  dominion.  But,  sir,  if 
Congress  can  call  upon  Missouri  for  a  surrender  of 
any  portion  of  her  rights  which  are  retained  by  the 
other  States,  where  is  it  to  stop ;  to  what  lengths 
can  it  go?  Congress  may,  in  the  next  place,  de- 
mand of  her,  or  any  other  candidate  for  admission, 
to  yield  the  command  of  the  State  militia,  to  give 


up  the  independence  of  the  judiciary:  nay,  to  sur- 
render all  the  great  rights  of  State'  Government. 
There  is  yet  another  point  of  view  in  which  the 
absurdity  of  the  gentleman's  doctrine  is  still  more 
manifest.  The  beauty  in  our  Government  con- 
sists in  the  admirable  exactness  with  which  the 
powers  of  Government  are  divided  into  depart- 
ments, and  then  Slate  governments.  This  I  con- 
sider the  life  and  soul  of  this  nation.  The  checks 
and  balances  created  by  this  division  and  .subdi- 
vision of  power,  forms  the  sheet-anchor — it  is  the 
great  palladium  of  the  Republic,  Now,  sir,  if 
Congress  can  admit  new  States  into  this  Union, 
and  require  as  a  condition  of  admis.sion  by  this 
unconstitutional,  this  unhallowed  traffic  and  bar- 
gain-making, a  surrender  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment o£  any  of  the  powers  possessed  by  the  old 
States — what,  I  ask,  would  be  the  consequence  ? 
It  would  be  this :  that  the  elegant  and  inimitable 
architecture  of  this  Government  would  be  destroy- 
ed. Such  a  number  of  new  States  might  be  ad- 
mitted by  Congress,  under  such  terms  and  condi- 
tions as  ultimately  to  destroy  the  checks  upon  the 
General  Government  contemplated  by  the  State 
sovereignties,  and  there  would  l)e  no  competent 
power  remaining  in  the  Slates  to  control  Congress 
in  any  measure  it  might  adopt,  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  rights  of  the  old  States.  This  power,  Mr. 
Chairman,  could  be  directed  to  still  more  ruinous 
purposes:  such  a  number  of  these  nondescript 
Stales  might  be  admitted  as  to  repeal,  abrogate, 
and  destroy  the  Constitution  itself.  It  is  alleged 
as  a  further  argument,  and  asked  triumphantly  too, 
if  both  Congress  and  the  States  cannot  make  a 
contract ;  and  if,  say  they.  Congress  and  the  States 
both  have  the  power  to  contract,  these  conditions 
are  in  the  shape  of  a  compact,  and  they  can  be 
entered  into.  To  that  I  answer,  that  as  to  the 
buying  and  selling  of  property,  the  above-named 
parties  can  make  an  agreement ;  but  as  to  the  pur- 
chase and  sale  of  State  sovereignty,  one  has  no 
Eower  to  buy,  and  the  other  no  power  to  sell ;  and 
esides,  as  I  have  before  observed,  the  other  States 
are  parties  to  the  great  national  compact,  and  they 
have  in  their  general  constitution  forbid  this  kind 
of  bartering,  or  rather  force  work.  Fully  to  sup- 
port the  alxive  course  of  reasoning  whicn  I  hare 
fursued,  there  is  still  one  other  proposition  which 
must  prove — that  the  right  to  retain  in  slavery 
or  manumit  their  .slaves,  as  the  States  respectively 
may  choose,  is  reserved  to  the  States  exclusively. 
I  would  ask  gentlemen,  was  not  the  property  of 
individuals  in  their  slaves  recognised  by  the  Con- 
stitution? The  answer  must  be  in  the  affirma- 
tive. Has  the  power  to  regulate  and  govern  the 
slave  property  been  delegated  by  the  original  States 
to  Congress  /  The  answer  must  be  in  the  nega- 
tive. If  these  two  answers  Ig  correct,  the  conse- 
quence is,  that  the  States  still  retain  the  right. 
But  it  is  said  that  it  is  only  a  right  to  such  of  the 
States  as  then  held  .slaves,  and  that  it  was  not  a 
general  right.  To  that  I  answer,  that  whether 
the  States  respectively  hold  slaves  or  not,  depend.s 
exclusively  upon  their  own  regulations,  and  not 
upon  any  power  in  Congress.  Slavery  being  tol- 
erated in  some   Stales,  and  abolished  in  others, 
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proves  nothing:  it  only  displays  State  policy  and 
volition  on  the  subject. 

I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  House,  Mr. 
Chairman,  to  the  first  member  of  the  second  jsec- 
tion  of  the  fourth  article,  which  reads  in  these 
words:  "  Thejfitizens  of  each  State  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citi- 
zens in  the  several  States."     The  part  of  the  treaty 
which  I  have  before  referred  to  contains,  in  sub- 
stance, the   same  declaration   as   it   respects  the 
inhabitants  of  Louisiana ;  for  it  says,  that  "  they 
'  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  Union  of  the  United 
'  States,  and  admitted  as  soon  as  possible,  accord- 
*^ing  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
'  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  rights,  advantages,  and 
♦  immunities,  of  citizens  of  the  United  States," 
The  rights  here   alluded  to  are  obviou^y  rights 
resulting  from  civil  institutions  ;  but  it  is  contend- 
ed that  the  rights  referred  to  in  the  constitution 
and  treaty  are  federal  rights,  and  not  rights  which 
citizens  enjoy  under  their  respective  State  govern- 
ments.   Upon  this  point  we  agree.    The  only  mat- 
ter of  difference  consists  in  this — the  rights  which 
a  citizen  enjoys  that  may  be  called /edmi/.     They 
seem  to  confine  themselves  to  those  secured  to  the 
citizen  under  the  consolidated  aspect  of  the  Gov- 
ernment.     I  go   further,  and   say,  that   citizens 
enjoy  federal  rights  under  the  federative  aspect  of 
the  Government.     I  am  a  citizen,  sir,  of  the  polit- 
ical corporation,  existing  in   the  United   States, 
known  by  the  name  of  the  State  of  Kentucky. 
As  a  corporation  and  State,  she  has  certain  State 
rights.     I  would  ask,  are  not  those  rights  secured 
to  her,  and  are  not  the  United  States  bound  to 
guaranty  the  full  enjoyment  of  them  ?     The  an- 
swer must  be  in  the  affirmative.     Then,  sir,  as  a 
citizen  of  Kentucky,  I  have  other  rights  that  may 
be  called  federal,  besides  those  that  I  enjoy  in  the 
consolidated  aspect  of  the  Government ;  and  they 
are  rights  secured  to  me  through  the  medium  of 
the  corporation  or  State  to  which  I  belong.     If  the 
above  positions  be  correct,  this  follows  as  a  neces- 
sary consequence — that,  if  vou  compel  Missouri  to 
relinquish  any  of  the  rights  of  self-government 
enjoyed  by  the  other  States,  her  citizens  will  not 
enjoy  the  same  privileges  and  immunities  of  citi- 
zens of  the  several  States,  through  their  respective 
State  governments. 

This  amendment  under  consideration,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, as  I  said  when  I  commenced  this  address, 
goes  so  far  as  to  emancipate  the  future  increase  of 
the  slaves  already  there.  The  Constitution  pro- 
vides that  mv  private  property  shall  not  be  taken 
from  me  without  my  consent,  unless  I  am  paid  for 
it.  I  would  ask  if  I  have  not  as  great  a  right  in 
the  future  increase  of  my  slaves  as  I  have  to  their 
work  prospectively  ?  I  must  be  answered  in  the 
affirmative.  And  I  would  challenge  gentlemen 
to  point  out  to  me  the  difference,  in  su^tance,  in 
taking  from  me  my  slave  and  in  taking  his  work. 
They  must  admit  there  is  none. 

The  amendment  proposed,  not  only  interdicts 
the  further  introduction  of  slaves  into  Missouri, 
but  takes  from  the  resident  there,  who  owns  slaves, 
part  of  the  profits  of  his  slave,  without  making  any 
compensation  therefor. 


I  have  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  gone  through  the 
two  first  great  divisions  of  this  subject,  in  the  or- 
der I   proposed  to  investigate  them.     Perhaps  I 
have  been  somev  hat  too  tedious,  but  I  could  not 
well  say  less.     Sir,  the  manner  in  which  this  na- 
tion seems  divided  upon   this  subject  convinces 
me  of  one  thing  that  I  have  long  suspected  to  be 
true,  that  our  opinions,  upon  all  that  variety  of 
subjects  upon  which  we,  in  the  course  of  our  lives, 
are  called  upon  to  decide,  are  the  result  of  affec- 
tions and  jMissions,  and  that  judgment  had  no  con- 
cern   therein.     Upon  this  occasion,  we   see  this 
opinion    fully    illustrated;    because    men,  distin- 
guished both   for  integrity  and  talents,  are  to  be 
found  on  each  side ;  and  the  line  that  divides  the 
parties  is  a  local  one.     But,  sir,  the  unwillingness 
manifested  by  the  opposite  side  of  the  House  to 
adjust  and  settle  this  dispute,  and  prevent  an  ex- 
plosion that  must  shake  the  American  world  to  its 
centre,  induces  me  to  believe  that  their  judgments 
are  warped  by  a  passion,  in  this  case,  which  may 
be  denominated  an  insatiable  thirst  after  power, 
an  unwarrantable  lust  of  dominion. 

We  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  come  to  the  last  ques- 
tion 1  proposed  to  discuss.     It  is  this:  If  there  be 
no  impediment  to  the  powers  of  Congress  from  the 
Constitution,  and  the  national  faith  will  not  be 
violated  by  adopting  the  present  amendment,  does 
policy  dictate  the  measure?     I  do  verily  believe 
that,  instead  of  its  being  expedient  to  impose  the 
proposed  restriction  upon  the  people  of  Missouri, 
that  it  would   be  unwise  and   impolitic,  as  it  re- 
spected the  nation ;  it  would  be  unjust,  as  it  re- 
lated to  the  slaveholding  States ;  it  would  be  ini- 
quitous towards  those  who  have  b«'en  invited  to 
settle  there,  and  purchase  our  land  at  a  high  price ; 
and  a  most  aggravated  and   flagrant   breach  of 
public  and  national  faith  to  those  who  lived  there 
at  the  time  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  France.     It  has  been  .said 
that  the  prohibition  of  slavery  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi is  a  necessary  measure  to  prevent  the  smug- 
gling of  slaves  from  Africa  into  the  United  States, 
because  it  opens  an  additional,  more  enlarged,  and 
extended  market  for  them.     The  difference  in  the 
price  of  slaves  now  between  the  United  States  and 
Africa  affords  to  thase  unprincipled  men  who  may 
feel  disposed  to  engage  in  that  unhallowed  traffic, 
the  most  alluring  temptations.     The   price  will 
not  be  enhanced  by  permitting  slavery  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  or  at  least  bv  allowing,  for  that  is  the 
question,  the  people  of  Missouri  to  determine  for 
themselves  whether  they  will  tolerate  slavery  or 
not  ;  because  gentlemen  must  know  that  the  value 
of  slaves,  and  the  demand  for  them,  must  and  al- 
ways will  depend,  uhtil  population   becomes  so 
crowded  that  they  cannot  be  usefully  employed, 
upon  the  price  of  those  exports  which  are  the  pro- 
ducts of  our  soil.    Have  we  not  seen  within  a  few 
years  past  this  fact  fully  illustrated  in  the  fluctua- 
tion in  the  price  of  slaves.     Nothing  can  stop  the 
slave  trade  but  the  vigilance  of  that  part  of  our 
navy  which  is  employed  to  prevent  it.     If  I  am 
correctly  informed,  although  the  gentlemen  from 
the  North  sicken  at  the  idea  of  slavery  being  tol- 
erated in  Missouri,  some  of  their  brethren  have 
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bad  their  mercantile  cupidity  nnmaei  and  put  into 
action  by  the  immense  profits  of  this  trade.  Mr. 
Chairman,  this  crying  sin,  this  traffic  in  human 
blood,  the  late  smuggling  of  .slaves,  of  which  we 
have  heard  so  much,  do  not  rest  solely  upon  us ; 
the  land  of  to/tfr  habits  must  bear  a  large  share  of 
the  guilt. 

It  is  furthermore  alleged,  that,  by  permitting 
slavery  in  that  country,  it  will  operate  upon  and 
diminish  the  efficient  force  of  the  nation,  that  the 
people  of  the  slaveholding  States  will  be  able  to 
pay  their  proportions  and  contribute  their  contin- 
gents in  money,  but  can  add  nothing  to  the  mili- 
tary strength  of  the  nation.     That  assertion  needs 
no  refutation  from  me.     The  history  of  the  coun- 
try, from  the  earliest  settlements,  to  the  present 
day,  proclaim  that  declaration  false  and  ground- 
less.    I  would  appeal  to  the  generosity  and  mag- 
nanimity of  the  people  from  the  North  for  an  open 
and  explicit  contradiction  of  that  assertion.     Let 
every  battle  in  the  late  war  testify  to  the  contrary  ; 
nay,  more,  when  a  haughty  and  insulting  enemy 
was  in  sight,  they  never  had  any  Constitutional 
iscruples  in  crossing  their  State  line.     How  fortu- 
nate for  the  prosperity  and  integrity  of  these  Uni- 
ted States  would  it  be  had  the  North  the  same 
reverence  for  the  Constitution  now,  in  the  coun- 
cils of  the  nation,  that  they  had  last  war  in  the 
field  of  battle;  but  perhaps  the  remark  which  1 
have  been  answering,  when  made,  was  not  in- 
tended to  call  in  question  the  bravery,  patriotism, 
and  courage,  of  the  people  of  the  South  and  West, 
where  slavery  was  tolerated,  but  only  intended  to 
convey  the  idea,  that  part  of  the  white  male  popu- 
lation was  needed  at  home,  in  times  of  war,  to 
keep  down  the  spirit  of  rebellion  and  insurrection 
in  the  slaves.     Admit  their  pasition  in  that  respect 
to  be  correct,  what  is  the  remedy  which  ought  to 
be  applied  ?     I  answer  and  say,  disperse  and  scat- 
ter them  throughout  the  American  continent  as 
much  as  possible,  render  the  di.sproportion  between 
the  white  and  black  population  as  great  and  ob- 
vious as  practicable,  and  that  is  the  surest  way  of 
preventing  the  slaves  from   rising  in  arms;    by 
these  means  you  present  to  them,  in  the  most  clear 
and  striking  point  of  view,  their  own  weakness, 
their  total  incapacity  to  regain  their  liberty.    But, 
on  the  other  hand,  if  we  adopt  an  opposite  course  of 
policy,  and  confine  the  slaves  to  a   few  of  the 
SUtes,  in  those   States   the  blacks  will  become 
most  numerous  in  all  probability  ;  they  have  no 
education,  no  information ;  they  are  incapable  of 
taking  a  survey  of  the  strength  and  resources  of 
this  nation,  compared  with  their  own  ;  they  can 
only  draw  the  comparison  within  the  immediate 
circle  of  their  respective  neighborhoods.    The  con- 
sequence of  this  will  be,  that,  impatient  of  re- 
straint, repeated  abortive  efforts  will  be  made  to 
regain  their  liberty,  and  each  attempt  of  that  kind 
will  be  marked  and  characterized  first  by  murders, 
assassinations,  massacres,  and  conflagrations  ;  and 
when   this  spirit  of  insurrection  is  quelled,  num- 
bers will  be  punished  with  exemplary  vengeance, 
and  the  situation  of  the  rest  rendered  more  miser- 
able.    It  ought  not  now  to  be  forgotten  that  we 
are  not  called  upon  to  decide  whether  slavery  shall 


!  be  admitted  into  the  United   States  or  not ;  we 
'  have  them  here ;  we  cannot  get  clear  of  them  ;  to 
I  set  them  free,  would  be  to  become  a  prey  to  their 
lawless  depredations.     The  countries  they  would 
.  infest  would  be  rendered  to  us  uninhabitable :  the 
I  immediate  question  now  before  us  is,  what  is  best 
i  to  be  done  with  them  ?     Their  further  importation 
is  already  prohibited.     From  the  facilities  of  our 
laws  of  naturalization,  emigration  is  invited  from 
every  quarter  of  the  world  ;  the  white  population 
is  gaining  fast  on  the  black  ;  nothing  is  to  be  ap- 
prehended, then,  from  them,  if  we  do  not  pursue 
the  policy  of  confining  them  to  a  small  part  of  the 
United  States.     Gentlemen  say  that  the  great  ob- 
ject of  their  policy  is  the  happiness  and  felicity  of 
the  slaves ;  the  amelioration  of  their  wretched  con- 
dition ;  if  that  be  their  object,  it  is  certainly  laud- 
i  able,  but  it  is  unquestionably  misdirected. 

Mr.  Chairman,  do  we  not  know  that  the  happi- 
ness and  comforts  of  those  in  slavery  depend  upon 
a  few  being  owned  by  one  man ;  for,  when  hun- 
,  dreds  are  thrown  together  upon  one  place,  under 
an  owner  who  knows  them  not,  who  has  no  affec- 
'  tion  for  them,  miserable  indeed  is  their  condition ; 
1  but,  on  the  other  hand,  when  a  few  only  belong  to 
I  one  man,  he  knows  them,  he  loves  them,  he  con- 
I  siders  them  a  part  of  his  family  ;  some  have  been 
I  the  companions  of  his  youth  ;  others  are  raised  by 
i  him,  and  are  the  playmates  of  his  children.     There 
I  is.  then,  a  mutual  affection  between  the  white  and 
i  black  part  of  that  family.     When  in  this  situation 
j  they  are  truly  happy,  so  far  at  least  as  is  consistent 
!  with  slavery.   They  want  nothing;  they  are  crossed 
j  by  nothinff.     The  last  is  a  source  of  felicity  that 
I  we  poor  busy  politicians  never  know.     We  have 
^  heard  from  the  other  sidt-  of  the  House  that  the 
'  toleration  of  slavery  west  of  the  Mississippi  will 
i  greatly  add  to  their  numbers  by  a  rapid  increase. 
Have   centlemen    who   support    this   amendment 
I  viewed  this  proposition  in  all  its  bearings,  and  seen 
j  how  it  will  quadrate  with  the  principles  of  religion 
and  humanity,  under  the  spe<Mous  garb  of  which 
I  they  make  their  sly  political  advances  to  the  attain- 
I  ment  of  power  ?     1  would  ask  them  how  the  popu- 
( lation  of  slaves  is  to  be  retarded  ?     The  dread  of 
suffering  by  want — one  of  the  causes  which  retard 
the  free  population — will  never  prevent  them  from 
the  propagation  of  their  species.     The  other  means 
of  effecting  either  a  diminution  of  their  numbers, 
or  of  preventing  an  increase,  is  by  withholding  the 
neccs-saries  of  life,  hard  usage,  and  so  crowding 
them  together  as  to  beset  and  engender  maladies  of 
one  description  or  other.     On  the  other  hand,  a 
rapid  increase  of  their  numbers  is  a  complete  de- 
monstration of  their  situations  in  life  being  com- 
fortable.    This  course  of  policy  of  these  humane 
gentlemen  to  withhold  all  the  comforts  of  life 
from  the  slaves,  to  prevent  their  increase,  and  in 
that  way,  out  of  pure  love  for  them,  to  extinguish 
slavery  altogether,  is  what  I  would  call  humanity 
with  a  vengeance.     But  it  illustrates  what  I  said 
I  suspected  in  the  first  part  of  this  address — the 
amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  slaves,  which 
was  captivating  to  the  heart  of  the  philanthropist 
and  religionist,  was  only  an  empty  barrel  thrown 
out  to  the  whale.     I  would  ask  those  honorable 
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gentlemen  if  our  country  is  so  thickly  settled  at  ; 
this  time  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  adopt  any  | 
course  of  policy  intended  and  calculated  either  to 
diminish  or  retard,  by  withholding  the  comforts  of  , 
life,  the  numbers  of  any  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  , 
this  land  ?     Do  they  expect  it  will  for  centuries 
yet  to  come  ?    China,  I  believe,  is  the  only  spot  ' 
upon  the  earth  where  the  population  is  pressing 
against  the  limits  of  subsistence,  and  where  the 
execrable  policy  of  infanticide  has  been  sanctioned 
by  Government. 

This  amendment  is  fraught  with  the  greatest 
injustice  towards  the  jwonle  of  Missouri.  Those 
who  lived  there  and  had  slaves,  when  that  country  . 
was  transferred  to  the  United  States,  were  told  in  ! 
the  most  solemn  manner  by  the  very  terms  of  the 
treaty  itself,  that  they  were  to  lie  secured  in  the 
free  enjoyment  of  their  property  ;  and  it  was  then 
well  known  to  the  contracting  parties,  that  a  great 
number  of  the  inhabitants  had  slaves.  To  those 
who  have  moved  there  since,  what  has  been  the 
language  of  this  Government  to  them  ?  It  was, 
that  slavery  should  be  tolerated  there,  because  Con- 
gress, in  the  territorial  administration  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  that  country,  did  not  prohibit  it.  Un- 
der the  persuasion  that  that  description  of  property 
was  and  would  continue  to  be  well  secured  to  the 
rightful  proprietors,  numbers  have  been  induced 


to  move  from  all  the  si 


siaveholding 


States,  to  that 


country,  and  carry  their  negroes  along  with  them. 
That  quarter  of  the  world  being  alike  free  aiui  open 
to  emigrants  from  all  parts  of  the  United  States, 
the  demand  for  land  was  increaseil,  the  price  of  it 
enhanced,  and  this  Government  had  been  the  gainer 
thereby.  Carry  this  amendment,  and  what  is  the 
result  ?  A  violation  of  national  honor  and  plighted 
faith  to  those  who  are  there,  and  who  have  not  the 
means  of  resistance.  They  are  completely  at  our 
mercy  ;  and  although  justice  is  on  their  side,  they 
have  no  way  to  obtain  it,  unless  we  grant  it  to 
them.  But  1  am  afraid  that  their  ap|»eal  for  their 
political  rights  is  addressed  to  a  tribunal  with 
which  justice,  humanity,  and  religion  is  but  a 
name,  a  shadow,  a  phantom.  We  are  told  that 
the  slave  property  which  is  now  there,  shall  be 
secure  to  the  owners.  I  have  shown  that  the  in- 
crease is  to  be  taken  from  them.  If  the  amendment 
shall  be  adopted,  and  the  same,  from  necessity, 
acceded  to  by  the  people  of  .Missouri,  what  will 
follow  as  the  consequence  ?  This — that  emigra- 
tion from  all  the  >laveholding  Slates  being  sub- 
stantially prohibited,  the  population  will  flow  into 
that  country  eiclu>ively  from  the  North,  and  in 
the  course  of  a  few  years,  by  Sute  regulations, 
their  slaves  will  be  taken  from  them.  The  gen- 
tlemen who  advocate  this  amendment,  well  know 
the  consequence  that  will  follow  from  the  restric- 
tion as  now  proposed.  Their  declaration  that  the 
slave  property  now  there  is  not  eventually  to  be 
affected,  is  insidious ;  it  cannot  deceive  us,  the 
nation,  or  gull  the  jieople  of  Missouri.  If  this 
were  not  the  expected  and  looked  for  consequence, 
that  master  stroke  of  Northern  politics,  to  make  it 
a  non-slaveholding  State,  would  be  an  abortion, 
and  fall  short  of  its  mark.  The  people  of  Missouri 
have  sagacity  enough,  if  this  amendment  shall  be 
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adopted,  to  know  upon  what  they  have  to  depend  ; 
that  is,  either  resistance  to  the  measure,  or  an  aban- 
donment of  their  country  and  homes,  because  they 
never  will  consent  to  give  up  and  lose  their  slave 
property.  If  they  choose  the  latter  alternative, 
and  .seeic  out  other  countries  to  remove  to,  and  other 
lands  for  habitations,  their  possessions  which  they 
have  purchased  in  its  virgin  state  at  a  high  price, 
and  with  great  labor  rescued  part  of  it  from  the 
forest  and  wilderness,  will  have  to  be  thrown  into 
the  market.  That,  together  with  the  land  of  the 
Government,  which  will  be  for  sale,  will  greatly 
reduce  the  price,  on  account  of  the  disproportion 
between  the  article  in  market  and  the  demand. 
Those  of  the  inhabitant^  of  Missouri  who  will  be 
expelled  their  country  by  this  restriction,  will  be 
compelled  to  sell  their  lands  at  whatever  price  that 
may  be  oflered ;  the  purchasers  will  be  from  the 
.North ;  and  the  people  of  that  country,  although 
famed  for  their  outward  showof  religion,  numanity, 
and  sober  habits,  have  never  been  remarkable  for 
their  liberality,  bat  on  the  contrary,  notorious  for 
their  capacity  at  driving  a  good  bargain  :  They 
are,  in  truth,  exceedingly  .sharp-sighted,  in  moneyed 
matters  as  well  as  politics.  There  are  other  con- 
siderations, which  ought  to  prevent  the  passage  of 
the  present  proposed  restriction.  Injustice,  as  it 
relates  to  the  slaveholding  States.  They  form,  in 
point  of  numbers,  one  half  of  this  Union.  They 
paid  their  proportion  towards  the  purchase  of  this 
territory,  i  would  ask  of  this  House,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, and  particularly  those  who  advocate  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  question,  if  towards  those  States 
It  be  fair,  honorable,  and  just,  by  the  dead  weight 
of  numbers  here,  to  interdict  and  prohibit  their  in- 
habitants from  an  equal  participation  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  country  west  of  the  Missi.ssippi,  the 
largest  and  fairest  portion  of  the  American  world  1 
Where,  I  would  ask,  can  the  people  of  those  States 
which  tolerate  slavery  move  to,  it  you  forbid  them, 
by  u  system  of  mea.sures,  from  going  there  7  The 
whole  of  the  territories,  except  the  Missouri,  which 
belong  to  the  United  States,  have  already  been 
surrendered  to  the  non-slaveholding  States  ;  for  it 
must  not  be  forgotten,  that  where  slavery  is  pro- 
hibited, there  the  slave  owners  cannot  go,  because 
they  cannot  give  up  their  slave  property.  Nay, 
more,  in  a  variety  of  cases,  even  affection  forbias 
a  separation.  It  has  been  said,  that  we  can  move, 
if  we  are  desirous  to  emigrate,  to  the  Mississippi 
and  the  Alabama ;  but  I  would  ask,  how  can  a 
Marylander,  a  Virginian,  and  Kentuckian,  move 
there  ?  He  and  his  family  have  been  accustomed 
to  a  colder  climate.  It  is  uncongenial  to  their 
constitutions.  The  danger  of  sickness  will  to  them 
be  alarming,  and  they  never  will  attempt  a  removal 
to  those  States,  a  few  rare  instances  excepted.  If 
you  take  from  us  the  whole  of  the  Missouri  Terri- 
tory, we  strike  at  once,  and  give  up  the  ship. 

We  are  reminded,  Mr.  Chairman,  again  and 
again,  that  the  people  of  the  East  and  North  cannot 
emigrate  to  countries  where  slavery  is  tolerated, 
because  trie  sight  of  a  fellow-being  in  bondage  is  so 
abhorrent  and  repugnant  to  their  feelings.  This 
is  a  story  which  will  not  bear  telling  ;  it  is  falsified 
and  disproved  by  every  day's  observation.    Slavery 
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exists  in  this  District.  Hundreds  of  slaves  are  seen 
here  every  day.  Yet  we  see  with  what  ardor, 
zeal,  and  pertinacity,  the  gentlemen  from  the  land 
of  sober  habil:>  contest  the  rights  of  each  other  to 
scats  on  this  floor.  But  for  that  they  may  perhaps 
have  the  common  apology,  that  it  is  patriotism  to 
their  country,  and  justice  to  their  constituents;  or 
rather  say  the  per  diem  prompts  them  to  do  it. 

We  are  told,  Mr.  Chairman,  by  those  who  ad- 
vocate this  amendment,  that  a  strong  motive  with 
them  is  the  inequality  of  the  representation  between 
the  slaveholding  and  non-slaveholding  States. 
This  feature  in  the  Constitution  was  obviously  a 
compromise,  by  the  members  of  the  Convention, 
and  IS  only  one  among  a  number  of  other  clauses 
in  that  instrument  which  show  the  great  efl'orts 
that  were  made  by  the  fathers  of  our  country  who 
framed  the  Constitution,  to  reconcile  the  jarring 
and  conflicting  interests  of  the  several  parts  of  the 
United  States.  However,  we  pay  an  equivalent 
for  it  in  direct  taxation.  But  I  desire  them  to 
answer  this  question.  How  will  that  inequality  be 
increased,  diminished,  or  operated  upon  by  the  re- 
jection or  adoption  of  the  present  amendment  ?  If 
the  slaves  remain  in  the  present  slaveholding 
States,  instead  of  being  removed,  their  population 
will  be  the  same ;  so  that  their  numbers  will  not 
beafTected  either  by  an  admission  into,  or  an  ex- 
clusion from,  the  country  we-^t  of  the  Mississippi, 
unless  the  policy  of  the  gentlemen  is  to  crowd  them 
upon  as  small  a  tract  of  country  as  possible ;  and 
thereby,  through  want  of  the  comforts  and  neces- 
saries of  life,  either  to  diminish  their  numbers  or 
retard  their  natural  incn-ase.  But  the  gentlemen 
will  not  avow  that  to  be  their  policy ;  for  then 
they  would  lose  all  that  portion  of  their  friends 
who  have  enlisted  under  their  banners  from  the 
genuine  effusions  of  humanity.  Their  object  can- 
not surely  be  to  emancipate  ;  because,  in  that  event, 
the  whole  instead  of  three-fifths,  would  be  repre- 
sented on  this  floor. 

This  argument,  like  all  others,  from  the  begin- 
ning of  this  debate  to  the  end,  is  unfounded  and 
fallacious.  Take  all  their  arguments,  examine  and 
com|)are  them  ;  they  will  be  found  inconsistent  and 
contradictory  ;  not  only  one  with  another,  but  at 
open  war  with  that  sjxcious  policy  which  they 
give  out  as  the  moving  cause  to  their  present  ef- 
forts: that  is,  humanity  and  religion.  These  cap- 
tivating terms  and  all  their  arguments,  are  only 
intended  to  rally  under  their  banners  the  religious, 
humane,  benevolent,  and  philanthropic. 

Why,  I  ask,  all  this  disagreement  among  them- 
selves, in  the  ^>usitions  they  have  endeavored  to 
maintain  on  this  floor  ?  W'^hy  is  the  same  gentle- 
men's argument  inconsistent,  one  part  with  ano- 
ther ?  Does  it  arise  from  a  defect  in  the  clearness 
of  their  perceptions,  or  an  embarrassment  in  their 
delivery  7  I  answer,  no.  What,  then,  is  the  cause 
of  this  confusion  ?  Nothing  but  this:  It  is,  as  I 
said  at  first,  a  contest  for  political  power.  It  is 
intended  to  give  to  this  Umon  a  majority  of  non- 
slaveholding  States,  and  that  a  new  party  shall 
arise,  and  the  name  of  Federalist  and  Democrat, 
Whig  and  Tory,  Hartford  Convention  men  and  a 
real  patriot,  shall  all  be  consigned  to  the  silent  tomb 
16th  CoN,  1st  Sess— 35 


of  oblivion,  and  that  slavery  in  the  United  States, 
or  universal  emancipation,  shall  be  the  rallying 
point  and  the  political  watchword.  The  calcu- 
lation is,  then,  that  the  North,  having  a  majority 
of  the  non-slaveholding  Stales,  will  give  law  to 
this  nation,  and  Federalism,  not  of  the  honest  and 
patriotic  kind,  but  of  that  description  which  wished 
success  to  Great  Britain  during  the  last  war,  shall 
again  raise  its  head  ;  and  by  this  grand,  yet  exe- 
crable manoDuvre,  rule  this  once  happy  land  ;  which 
God,  in  his  mercies,  forbid !  I  say  these  are  the 
objects  of  the  prime  movers,  the  master  spirits  of 
this  storm,  and  they  dare  not  avow  them  ;  hence 
the  disorder  and  confusion  in  their  ranks,  not  in 
giving  their  votes,  but  in  assigning  their  reasons 
for  the  same. 

I  have  but  a  few  words  more,  Mr.  Chairman, 
and  then  I  am  done.  I  call  upon  the  gentlemen 
from  both  sides  of  this  House,  to  tell  me  what  is 
to  be  the  consequence  if  this  section  be  not  settled 
in  some  way  this  session  ?  I  may  be  asked,  how 
is  that  to  be  done  ?  1  answer,  by  a  compromise, 
and  in  no  other  way.  Can  either  party  be  so  vain 
as  to  expect  a  victory  7  Behold  !  and  see  how  this 
nation  is  divided  :  eleven  States  against  eleven  ;  a 
small  majority  in  this  House  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment ;  a  small  one  in  the  Senate  against  it,  and 
the  Cabinet,  perhaps,  not  unanimous.  In  this  state 
of  public  sentiment  thp  bill  falls,  and  Missouri  is 
not  permitted  to  become  a  member  of  the  Union. 
Her  claims  are  just  and  well  founded,  but  we 
have  refused  to  recogni-se  them,  and  turned  a  deaf 
ear  to  her  |H*titions,  from  time  to  time ;  not  only 
that,  but  manifested  a  strong  disposition  not  even 
to  allow  her  citizens  the  rights  of  self-government, 
the  birthright  of  all  Americans. 

The  flame  of  seventy-six  may  burst  out.  They 
call  a  cunvention,  form  a  constitution  agreeably 
to  their  own  ideas  of  the  be.st  practicable  mode  of 
obtaining  happiness  ;  they  disclaim  their  territorial 
vassalage,  and  set  up  for  themselves.  Are  we  to 
drive  them  tosubmis.sion  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet, 
because  being  citizens  of  the  United  States  they 
claim  the  hign  dei^tinies  of  freeborn  men  ?  If  the 
bayonet  is  the  policy,  who  is  to  wield  it  7  Not  the 
Southern,  Western,  or  Middle  States,  for  the  hearts 
of  their  peeple  are  with  them  ;  and,  ten  chances  to 
one,  if  arms,  the  last  argument  of  nations,  are  re- 
sorted to,  they  will  assist  and  aid  them.  This 
dispute  is  like  no  other  that  ever  came  ijito  this 
House,  that  was  ever  before  the  Legislative  body 
of  this  nation.  Party  ^pirit,  I  know,  has  at  times 
run  high,  but  the  great  danger  from  this  question 
as  it  relates  to  the  safety  and  integrity  of  the  Union, 
is  this,  that  it  is  not  tlie  .same  Slate  divided  into 
parties  ;  it  is  not  the  Stales  in  the  same  section  of 
the  Union  divided  against  each  other  7  It  is  the 
North  and  East  against  the  South  and  West.  It 
is  a  great  geographical  line  that  separates  the  con- 
tending parties.  And  those  parties,  when  so  equally 
divided,  shake  mighty  empires  to  their  centre,  and 
break  up  the  foundations  of  the  great  deep,  that 
sooner  or  later,  if  not  settled,  will  rend  in  twain 
this  temple  of  liberty,  from  the  top  to  the  bottom. 
My  friends  reply  to  me.  and  &ay,  how  can  you  com- 
promise, how  can  you  surrender  principle  7 
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It  strikes  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  this  matter  can 
be  settled  with  great  facility,  if  each  party  be  so 
dispcscd,  and  neither  give  up  any  point  in  this 
question  which  may  be  called  principle.  Can  it 
not  be  done  by  permitting  Missouri  to  go  into 
the  Union  without  the  restriction,  and  then' draw 
a  line  from  the  western  boundary  of  the  propo«>ed 
State  of  Missouri,  due  West,  to  the  Pacific  ?  North 
of  the  line  prohibit  slavery,  and  South  admit 
it? 

The  principle  wc  contend  for  is,  first,  that  Con- 
gress cannot  demand  asurrenderof  any  sovereignty 
from  a  new  State  which  is  retained  by  the  old 
States.  In  the  proposed  compromise  this  principle 
will  not  be  violated.  Next,  we  say  that  the  faith 
of  the  nation  is  pledged  to  the  people  of  that  Ter- 
ritory. Neither  will  this  principle  be  given  up,  for 
the  Territory  upon  which  the  compromi.se,  as  con- 
templated, is  intended  to  operate,  is  a  wilderness, 
no  inhabitants,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  livmg 
thereon.  As  it  respects  the  gentlemen  who  are  in 
favor  of  the  present  proposed  restriction,  it  is  no 
sacrifice  of  principle  if  they,  finding  that  they  can- 
not gain  all  they  contend  for,  arecontent  with  partial 
success.  I  beg  them  to  beware  one  thing,  as  they 
love  and  revere  this  Union,  not  to  push  matters  to 
extremities;  for,  although  they  may  have  a  major- 
ity on  this  floor,  we  will  never  submit  at  discretion. 
I  call  on  them  to  recollect  the  old  proverb,  "  be- 
ware of  the  desperation  o<"  a  peaceable  man."  No, 
Mr.  Chairman,  sooner  than  be  delivered  ovtr,  not 
to  our  brethren,  either  in  politics  or  affection,  but 
a  F'ederal  party  in  the  North,  bound  hand  and  foot, 
and  to  have  no  voice,  no  lot,  no  part,  in  this  l>  nion, 
we  will  burst  all  the  tics  and  bonds  that  unite  us 
together,  and  stand  erect  in  our  own  majesty,  as 
did  that  mighty  man  of  old,  when  Delilah  said, 
"  the  Philistines  be  upon  thee  Sampson."  I  do, 
therefore,  Mr.  Chairman,  conjure  the  gentlemen 
from  every  part  of  the  House,  for,  and  on  behalf 
of  this  Union,  its  integrity  and  indivisibility,  not  by 
party  rancour  and  animosity,  to  arrest  It  in  its 
rapid  march  to  a  point  of  national  felicity,  glory, 
and  prosperity,  never  known,  either  in  the  old  or 
new  world.  Let  neither  side  any  longer  contend  for 
victory ;  for  should  either  party  succeed,  and  finally 
triumph,  the  pride  of  victory  on  one  hand,  and  the 
mortification  and  humiliation  of  defeat  on  the 
other,  will  widen  the  breach  and  prevent  a  cordial 
reconciliation.  Before  this  contest  is  pushed  to 
extremities,  let  us  meet  each  other  on  this  floor 
half  way,  and  embrace  as  brothers  ef  one  great 
political  community,  bury  the  tomahawk  of  |)arty 
warfare,  and  smoke  the  pipe  of  peace. 

When  Mr.  H.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  CooK,  of  Illinois,  rose  and  addressed  the 
Committee,  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  rising  to  address  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  subject  now  under  consideration,  1 
feel  greatly  that  embarrasment  which  is  incident 
to  youth,  iu  addition  to  that  which  is  almost  neces- 
sarily felt  by  all  in  approaching  a  subject  so  deli- 
cate and  momentous  in  its  nature.  And,  sir,  were 
I  otherwise  situated  than  I  am,  I  should  gladly 
withdraw  from  the  conflict,  and  leave  the  field  to 
those  whose  age  and  experience   better  qualify 


them  to  maintain  it.  But  in  addition  to  the  com- 
mon interest  which  is  felt  by  all  the  friends  of  this 
amendment,  I  feel,  and  the  people  whom  1  have 
the  honor  to  represent  really  have,  an  interest  pe- 
culiar to  themselves.  The  existence  of  slavery  is 
acknowledged  on  all  hands  to  be  a  misfortune  and 
an  evil  in  our  country,  and  experience  furnishes 
sad  evidence  of  the  evils  and  inconveniences  that 
are  felt  in  those  States  where  it  does  not  exist, 
from  its  existing  in  a  neighboring  State.  Mis- 
souri and  Illinois  are  separated  only  by  the  inter- 
vention of  the  Mississippi  river.  Their  immedi- 
ate adjacency,  therefore,  gives  rise  to  a  particular 
interest,  superadded  to  the  common  interest  felt  by 
the  people  of  Illinois.  Thus  situated,  I  feel  it  my 
bounden  duty  to  give  the  amendment  my  support, 
and  shall  give  that  situation  as  an  excuse  for  my 
venturing  to  trespass  upon  the  attention  of  the 
Committee,  bv  taking  a  share  in  this  debate. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  before  I  engage  in  the  ex- 
amination of  those  great  questions  which  are  in- 
volved in  this  amendment,  I  must  beg  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Committee  while  I  attend  to  some 
remarks  which  have  fallen  from  gentlemen  in  the 
course  of  this  di.scu.ssion.  It  has  been  remarked 
as  frequently  as  gentlemen  have  been  heard  in  the 
op{x>sition,  that  they  are  sworn  to  support  the 
Constitution ;  and  it  has  been  further  said  by  a 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  that 
thase  who  support  the  amendment  are  striving  to 
enter  the  temple  of  the  Constitution  at  the  hour 
of  midnight  to  violate  its  sanctuary.  It  is  further 
said  by  a  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
HoLMEH,)  that  they  are  striving  for  power,  and 
are  pavinfj  the  way  for  some  master  juggler,  be- 
hind the  scene,  to  ride  into  the  Chief  Magistracy 
of  the  nation.  (Here  Mr.  Holmeh  interrupted 
Mr.  Cook,  and  observed,  that  he  had  said,  that  he 
believed  there  was  a  party  who  had  conjured  up 
this  hobby,  playing  a  deep  game,  and  who.  he  be- 
lieved, intended  to  try  to  turn  this  measure  to  their 
advantasje,  and  ultimately  to  secure  to  their  leader 
the  Presidential  chair.  But  that,  from  that  party 
he  had  expressly  excepted  the  gentlemen  of  this 
Committee.)  Without  having  any  recollection  of 
the  exception  now  spoken  of  by  the  gentleman, 
continued  Mr.  C.,  I  must  say,  that  the  explanation 
has  made  the  insinuation,  which  I  before  consid- 
ered a  direct  attack  upon  the  integrity  of  those 
with  whom  I  am  acting  on  this  occasion,  no  less 
unpalatable  than  it  was  before.  That  there  has 
been  a  hobby  conjured  up  out  of  doors,  and,  by  urg- 
ing it,  that  we  are  striving  for  power,  and  that  a 
master  juggler,  at  the  head  of  that  party,  behind 
the  scvne,  expects  to  turn  that  power,  if  attaiD<'d, 
to  his  advantage,  is,  to  my  mind,  leaving  the  im- 
putation as  strong  in  fact,  though  not  so  in  expres- 
sion, as  I  originally  understood  it.  Sir,  if  I  were 
to  look  through  this  Committee  for  one  to  suspect 
of  being  under  the  influence  of  such  motives  as 
have  been  insinuated  by  the  honorable  member, 
there  is  no  man  on  whom  that  suspicion  would 
sooner  fix  itself  than  the  gentleman  who  has  just  in- 
terrupted me.  And  I  would  further  remark  that  I, 
as  well  as  gentlemen  in  the  opposition,  have  sworn 
to  support  the  Constitution  ;  and  while  I  will  say 


to  them,  "act  in  purMiaoce  of  your  honest  conric- 
tions,"  allow  me  also  to  do  the  same. 

In  the  course  of  my  observations,  Mr.  Chairman, 
I  shall  not  repose  with  confidence  on  all  the  posi- 
tions which  gentlemen  have  assumed  who  nave 
preceded  me  in  support  of  this  amendment.  I 
shall,  however,  undertake  to  prove  that  the  Con- 
stitution, according  to  a  fair  and  liberal  construc- 
tion of  that  instrument,  does  vest  the  power  in 
Congress  to  legislate  upon  this  subjeqt;  that  the 
treaty,  even  if  it  were  competent  for  a  treaty  to  do 
so,  has  not  infringed  that  power:  and  I  shall  fur- 
ther undertake  to  prove  that  it  is  expedient  to  exer- 
cise it. 

In  doing  this,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  shall  not  rest 
alone  upon  the  provision  in  the  Constitution  which 
imoarts  the  power  "  to  provide  for  the  general 
welfare."  But  I  shall  be  far  from  considering  this 
Mr.  General  Welfare,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky (.Mr.  Hahdin)  has  styled  that  provision,  a 
great  political  scoundrel.  No,  sir,  I  shall  look  to 
him  as  my  great  captain — my  captain  general — in 
the  march  of  my  argument,  and  shall  discard  all 
arguments  which  are  not  promotive  of  his  inter- 
ests. Nor  shall  I,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  that  gentle- 
man, as  well  as  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Smyth,)  has  done,  complain  of  and  denounce  the 
propriety  of  being  furnished  with  the  .sentiments 
of  the  people,  through  memorials,  pamphlets,  or 
resolutions,  as  they  may  choose  to  communicate 
them,  on  this  important  subject.  No,  sir,  I  hold 
the  right  of  the  people  to  assemble  and  make 
known  their  wishes,  opinions,  and  feelings  to  their 
Representatives,  in  any  decent  manner  which  they 
may  choose  to  adopt,  too  sacred  either  to  be 
abridged  or  di.<icouraged  by  treating  the  result  of 
their  inquiries  with  entire  neglect ;  much  less  with 
entire  contempt.  Sir,  I  rejoice  that  I  live  in  a 
country  where  the  people  have  the  right  of  discus- 
sing all  measures  of  government;  and  I  still  more 
rejoice  that  thev  exercise  that  right.  While  they 
do  exercise  it,  tnerc  may  be  some  hope  of  preserv- 
ing the  purity  of  our  institutions.  Each  man,  by 
thus  di.scussiog  those  measures,  becomes  more  or 
less  qualified  to  stand  as  a  sentinel  on  the  watch- 
tower  of  the  nation,  to  guard  its  liberties,  and,  as 
he  becomes  qualified,  his  willingness  increases  to 
perform  that  holy  duty.  I  will  be  the  last  man  to 
invade  this  high  prerogative. 

I  shall  not,  therefore,  as  those  gentlemen  have 
done,  treat  those  pamphlets,  memorials,  and  reso- 
lutions with  contempt  and  severity,  but  with  re- 
spect and  deference;  reserving  to  myself  the  right, 
however,  of  judging  of  the  constitutionality  of  all 
measures;  for  I  do  not  consider  instructions, either 
legislative  or  popular,  so  binding  as  to  require  the 
representative  to  violate  the  Constitution  ;  but  they 
are  certainly  entitled  to  great  weight  in  deciding 
upon  matters  of  policy. 

But,  sir,  to  proceed  to  the  Constitution.  The 
9th  section  of  the  first  article  contains  the  follow- 
ing provision: 

"Tfie  miifration  or  importation  of  such  persons  as 
any  of  the  States  now  exi«ting  shall  think  proper  to 
admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior  to 
the  year  1808;  but  a  tax  or  duty  mny  be  impoiied  on 


buch  importation,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each 

person." 

Gentlemen  in  the  opposition  have  differed  as  to 
the  objects  to  which  those  two  words,  "  migration 
and  icii porta tion,"  apply.     Some  say  they  apply 
exclusively  to  slaves,  but  contend  they  were  used 
as  synonymous  terms.     Others  say  that  the  power 
to  prohibit  migration  is  given  in  aid  of  the  power 
to  prohibit  importation.     And  others  contend  that 
it  is  given  to  prohibit  the  migration  of  free  white 
persons,  when  the  public  security  may  re«}uire  it. 
From  the  language  of  that  clause  of  tne  Constitu- 
tion, Mr.  Chairman,  without  any  other  evidence  of 
the  intention  of  its  framers,  I  think  it  must  be  ap- 
parent to  every  candid  mind  that  they  meant  slaves, 
and  slaves  only ;   for,  although  the  existence  of 
slavery  in  the  nation  required  many  Constitutional 
provisions  in  relation  to  them,  yet  you  will  find 
that,  whenever  slaves  are  meant,  the  word  persons 
is  invariably  used  in  describing  them.     But,  it  is 
said  by  the  gentleman  last  up,  (Mr.  Hardin,)  that 
the  restriction  as  to  the  time  when  Congress  shall 
exercise  this  right  of  prohibiting  the  importation 
and  migration  of  slaves,  is  a  restriction  upon  power, 
and  no  delegation  of  power;  and  that  the  power 
of  prohibiting  migration  does  not  exist  in  Congress, 
even  after  the  year  1808,  the  period  at  which   the 
restriction  expired.     What,  sir,  a  restriction  upon 
power,  when  no  power  exists   to   be   restricted! 
That  no  power  should  exist  in  Congress  to  prohibit 
the  importation  or  migration  of  slaves,  and  that 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution  should  still  deem  it 
necessary  to  restrict  the  power  of  Congress,  pre- 
vious to  the  year  1808,  is  to  my  mind  attributing 
to  that  body  the  comini.ssion  of  an  absurdity  that, 
to  say  the  least,  ap|)cars  in  no  other  part  of  that  in- 
strument.    No,  sir,  the  restriction  upon  any  power 
necessarily  presup|)Oses  the  existence  of  that  power; 
and,  although  this  clause  of  the  Constitution  does 
not  contain  a  delegation  of  power  in  express  terms, 
it  does,  by  a  necessary  and  universal  rule  of  con- 
struction, admit  its  existence.     It  is,  sir,  iu  techni- 
cal language,  a  negative  pregnant,  negating  the 
power  of  Congress  for  a  given  period,  and  affirm- 
ing it  after  that  period.     But,  sir,  if  this  clause  of 
the  Constitution  means  white  persons  in  any  part 
of  it,  why  confine  it  to  the  States  ''  now  existing?" 
If  it  were  necessary  to  restrain  Congress  from  pass- 
ing laws,  prohibiting  the  migration  of  free  white 
persons  into  the  States  already  settled  and  admitted 
into  the  Union,  I  can  see  no  good  reason  for  leav- 
ing that  pow^r  unrestricted,  when  new  States,  not 
then  admitted,  and  whicii  might  stand  in  greater 
need  of  population,  should  come  in  question.    Such 
a  construction,  sir,  is  hostile  to  the  obvious  import 
of  the  language  made  use  of  by  the  framers  of^the 
Constitution,  and  still  more  hostile  to  the  genius 
of  odr  Government,  which  intends  to  open  its 
bosom  as  an  asylum,  and  invite  emigration.     But 
that  the  word  ''  importation"  was  intended  to  ap- 
ply to  slaves,  is  admitted  on  all  hands;  and,  if  so, 
1  would  ask,  why  insert  the  word  migration  di- 
rectly after  it,  and  leave  them  both  to  apply  to  the 
word  persons,  without  distinguishing  between  the 
kinds  of  persons  on  whom  they  were  respectively 
to  operate  ?    But,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  fortu- 
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nately  provided  with  the  Journal  of  that  Conven- 
tion who  bequeathed  to  this  nation,  I  trust,  the  I 
eternal  charter  of  our  liberties,  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution ;  and,  as  this  clause  of  that  Constitution  j 
is  to  have  an  important  bearinjj  upon  this  subject,  I 
according^  to  the  view  I  take  ol  it,  I  beg  leave  to  I 
ask  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  such  part  of 
its  history  as  I  conceive  calculated  to  shed  any  { 
light  upon  the  subject.  ' 

In  the  4th  section  of  the  7lh  article  of  the  report  j 
of  the  committee  of  five,  who  reported  to  the  Con-  j 
vention  the  plan  of  a  Constitution,  the  following  j 
proposition  will  be  found:  "No  tax  or  duty  shall  j 
'  be  laid  by  the  Legislature  (meaning  Congress)  ' 
*  on  articles  exported  from  any  State ;  nor  on  the 
'  migration  or  importation  of  such  persons  as  the 
'  several  States  shall  think  fit  to  admit ;  nor  shall 
'  such  migration  or  importation  bo  prohibited." 
By  this  proposition,  it  will  be  seen  that  no  tax  was 
to  be  imposed  either  on  migration  or  importation. 
Nor  was  such  migration  or  importation  ever  to  be 
prohibited  by  Congress.  When  this  report  of  the 
committee  was  taken  up  in  the  Convention,  it  was 
moved  to  insert  the  word  '•  free"  before  "  persons," 
and  thereby  defeat  the  restriction  which  was  in- 
tended to  be  imposed  on  the  power  of  Congress  to 
tax  the  importation  and  migration  of  slaves.  The 
question  not  being  taken  on  that  day,  the  proposed 
amendment  was,  on  the  following  day.  withdrawn, 
leaving  the  slaves  as  yet  free  from  taxation,  and 
placing  it  iK'yond  the  power  of  Congress  to  pro- 
hibit their  importation  or  migration,  wheresoever 
the  States  miglit  think  fit  to  admit  them.  But, 
sir,  previous  to  this  period,  the  trreat  question  of 
apportioning  the  representation  had  been  discussed 
for  near  forty  successive  days;  and  it  was  readily 
seen  by  the  members  from  the  non-slaveholding 
States,  that  if  they  permitted  the  perpetual  impor- 
tation of  slaves,  and  also  the  migration  of  those 
slaves,  into  the  new  States,  that,  from  the  srreat 
nural>er  that  might  be  imp<.)rted,  and  that  micrht  i 
migrate  with  thrir  owners  into  the  new  States,  the  I 
balance  of  power  might  always  b"  held  against 
them  by  the  accumulation  of  slave  representation;  '■ 
they  therefore  moved  to  commit  that  clause  to  a 
committee  for  compromise  and  amendment;  and 
the  committee  accordingly  reported,  two  days 
thereafter,  the  following  amendment  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  clause  committed  :  "  The  migration  or 
'  importation  of  such  persons  as  the  several  States 
'  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall 
'  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Legislature  (meaning 
'  Congress)  prior  to  tbe  year  1800,  but  a  tax  or 
'  duty  may  be  imposed  on  such  migration  or  im- 
'  portation,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  the  average  of 
'  th*'  duties  laid  on  imports."  Rv  this  proposed 
amendment,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  right  of  importation  and  migration  was  to  be 
confined  to  .surh  States  then  existing  as  might 
think  proper  to  admit  them ;  and,  also,  to  leave 
Congress  to  the  exercise  of  its  sovereign  power  on 
these  subjects,  which  embraced  the  right  of  pro- 
hibiting their  migration  or  importation,  after  the 
>ear  1800.  But  the  right  to  lay  a  tax  both  upon 
importation  and  migration,  according  to  the  aver- 
age duties  laid  on  imports,  was  still  reserved. 


This  provision,  however,  did  not  suit  the  views 
of  the  Southern  States,  and,  accordingly,  on  the 
next  day  it  was  moved  to  extend  the  restriction  to 
1808 ;  and  it  was  agreed  to.  But,  lest  it  should  be 
misunderstood  as  to  what  description  of  persons 
this  provision  was  intended  to  apply,  it  was  on  the 
same  day  moved  to  substitute  the  following  instead 
of  the  before  recited  clause:  "  The  importation  of 
slaves  into  such  States  as  shall  permit  the  same 
shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
United  States  until  the  year  1808."  This  propo- 
.sition,  because  it  used  the  obnoxious  term  "slaves," 
because  it  did  not  except  new  States,  and  because 
it  reserved  no  right  to  impo!<e  a  tax  on  such  im- 
portation, was  promptly  rejected. 

The  provision  now  in  the  Constitution  was  then 

firoposed  and  adopted ;  varying,  as  will  be  seen, 
rom  the  report  of  the  select  committee,  which  had 
left  both  the  importation  and  migration  of  slaves 
subject  to  the  average  duties  of  imports,  so  as  to 
make  their  importation  only  subject  to  taxation, 
and  limiting  that  tax  to  so  moderate  a  sum  as  to 
prevent  Congress  from  virtually  prohibiting  such 
importation  by  the  imposition  of  a  heavy  tax,  and 
leaving  the  migration,  which.  Mr.  Chairman, 
means  nothing  more  nor  less  than  the  removal  of 
slaves  from  one  State  to  another,  free  from  taxa- 
tion ;  an  exception  that  was  necessary  to  l)e  made 
in  order  to  preserveinviolatethatclauseof  the  Con- 
stitution which  had  provided  that  "no  tax  or  duty 
shall  be  laid  on  articles  exported  from  any  State." 

Having  thus  traced  this  provision  in  the  Consti- 
tution to  it  final  adoption,  I  think  there  can  be  but 
one  opinion,  at  least  as  to  the  de^«'ription  of  per- 
sons on  whom  it  was  intr-nded  to  operate.  And  I 
think  the  examination  will  also  contribute  much 
to  prove  that  the  right  was  under'-tood  and  intend- 
ed to  Ik?  vested  in  Congress,  to  prevent  the  migra- 
tion of  slaves  into  the  new  States;,  from  the  time 
of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and  even  in 
the  old  States,  after  the  year  1S08 — a  poM'er  essen- 
tially necessary  to  check  an  evil  which  produced 
so  much  difficulty  in  settling  the  principles  of  the 
Constitution. 

Indeed,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  seems  to  me  that  we 
can  plainly  see  through  all  this  mysterious  arrange- 
ment o\'  dates  and  restriction  to  the  then  existing 
States,  if  we  will  for  a  moment  advert  to  the  or- 
dinance of  1787,  by  which  the  faith  of  the  Old 
Congress  was  pledged  to  admit  into  the  Union  the 
new  States  to  be  formed  within  the  boundaries  of 
the  Northwestern  Territory,  as  non-slaveholding 
republican  States.  If  the  power  of  Congress  to 
restrict  slavery  had  been  tied  up  in  relation  to  the 
admission  of  those  States  until  the  year  1809,  new 
States  might  have  come  into  the  Union  prior  to 
that  f>rriod  from  that  quarter;  and,  if  they  had 
desinni  slavery,  the  power  oi  virtually  repealing 
that  ordinance  might  thus  have  been  given  to  those 
new  States,  which  was  a  compact  between  the 
l^eople  of  the  United  States  and  of  that  Territory, 
and  subject  to  he  dissolved  only  by  their  mutual 
consent.  And  hence  also  the  delegation  of  that 
discretional  power  which  Congress  has  of  admit- 
ting new  State*  or  not,  as  I  shall  atttinpt  to  prove 
hereafter. 
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Bat,  sir,  slavery  unhappily  existed  in  our  coun- 
try previous  to  the  adoption  of  the  present  Con- 
stitution, and,  in  order  to  .secure  the  blessings  of  a 
union  of  the  States,  which,  by  their  joint  enerfies 
and  the  united  sacrifice  of  tneir  blood  and  treasure, 
had  achieved  a  glorious  independence,  mutual 
concessions  were  necessary  to  be  made  to  aad  by 
the  respective  sections  of  the  empire.  Slaves, 
therefore,  because  they  formed  a  considerable 
share  of  the  Southern  population,  and  not  because 
they  gave  strength  to,  for  they  in  fact  enfeebled, 
the  physical  force  of  the  country,  it  was  agreed 
should  be  represented  in  Congress,  making  five 
slaves  equal  to  three  white  persons  in  the  enume- 
ration. And  in  the  same  spirit  of  compromise  and 
concession  to  the  South,  the  right  to  import  slaves 
and  also  to  take  them  from  State  to  State,  as  the 
States  themselvo  might  allow,  until  the  year  1808, 
was  also  guarantied  by  that  clause  of  the  Consti- 
tution. And,  in  consideration  of  these  advantages, 
the  South  surrendered  in  favor  of  the  North  the 
right  to  Congres.s  to  stop  both  their  importation 
and  migration  after  that  period.  And,  sir,  the 
word  migration  here,  is  sufficiently  explained, 
when  I  say  that  the  right  to  import  into  the  States 
on  the  seaboard  might  not  be  construed  to  imply 
the  right  of  migrating  with  them  to  Slates  in  the 
interior,  and  hence  it  was  deemed  necessary  to 
guaranty,  prior  to  1808,  as  well  the  right  of  mi- 
gration as  of  importation. 

To  test  the  correctness  of  the  construction,  Mr. 
Chairman,  let  us  examine  the  practical  exposition 
which  this  article  has  received  since  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution  down  to  the  present  period. 
Gentlemen,  I  am  rejoiced  to  say,  both  from  the 
South  and  North,  have  displayed  a  noble,  a  mag- 
nanimous, and,  indeed,  sir,  I  might  say,  an  equally 
holy  zeal,  to  put  down  that  diabolical  and  unchri.s- 
tian  practice,  which  has  so  long  disgraced  the  civ- 
ilized world,  the  slave  trade.  In  1807,  Congress 
passed  a  law  expressive  of  the  deep  abhorrence  of 
that  nefarious  traffic,  which  was  felt  by  the  nation, 
to  take  effect  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1808,  the 
first  hour  that  it  could  operate  after  the  expiration 
of  the  restriction  imposed  by  the  Constitution  on 
the  power  of  Congress  over  that  subject.  That 
law  forbade  the  importation  of  slaves  into  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  any  of  their  Territories,  and  imposed 
a  heavy  penalty  for  its  violation.  On  the  20th 
of  April,  1818,  a  supplement  was  passed  to  that 
act,  providing  new  guards  and  penalties  against 
such  importation.  On  the  3d  of  March,  1819, 
another  law  was  passed,  authorizing  the  employ- 
ment of  the  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
and  an  appropriation  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars was  made  still  to  further  the  views  of  the  coun- 
try, to  put  down  this  baleful  and  unhallowed  prac- 
tice. Thus  the  zeal  and  the  wisdom  of  the  Gov- 
ernment has  been  exerted  for  twelve  years,  in  the 
cause  of  humanity. 

But,  sir,  from  what  .source,  I  demand  of  gentle- 
men, have  they  derived  this  power?  from  what 
provision  in  the  Constitution  do  they  derive  the 
power  to  employ  the  money  and  the  arms  of  the 
nation,  to  rescue  these  unhappy  beings  from  the 
hands  of  lawless  oppression  and  vile  cupidity  7  Sir, 


it  is  the  same  clause  of  that  Constitution  from 
which  I  derive  my  power  to  vote  for  a  prohibition 
to  the  migration  of  slaves  into  Missouri.  And  if 
gentlemen  will  search  that  Constitution  till,  like 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,) 
their  ey-es  are  worn  out  in  the  service,  they  can 
find  it  nowhere  else.  But,  I  ask,  do  they  fina  it  ia 
that  clause?  No,  sir,  it  is  not  there  ;  that  clause 
contains  no  delegation  of  power — it  is  a  restriction 
upon  power.  According  therefore  to  this  course 
ot  reasoning,  there  is  no  power  in  Congress  to  pro- 
hibit this  infamous,  this  disgraceful  traffic,  and 
gentlemen  have,  in  this  case,  as  well  as  in  the  ad- 
mission of  new  States  upon  condition,  heretofore 
been  exercising  a  usurped  authority.  Sir,  such  is 
not  the  fact,  nor  will  gentlemen  consent  to  such 
reasoning.  No,  sir,  we  have  the  power  to  prohibit 
the  importation  of  slaves,  and  that  very  clause 
gives  us  the  power;  and  it  gives  it  to  us  by  con- 
struing it,  as  I  have  once  said,  as  a  negative  preg- 
nant negativing  the  power  of  Congress  to  prohibit 
such  importation  until  1808,  and  after  that  period 
affirming  that  power.  Sir,  it  is  by  this  course  of 
reasoning,  and  this  only,  that  we  can  arrive  at  any 
power  to  act  upon  this  subject.  We  therefore,  Mr. 
Chairman,  have  power  in  both  cases,  or  we  hare 
it  in  neither. 

I  think,  sir,  I  have  now  shown  thatj  if  Congress 
has  the  right  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  sUves 
into  the  United  States,  it  has  the  power  to  prohibit 
their  migration  into  the  proposed  State  of  Missouri. 
And  I  trust,  sir,  when  I  come  to  treat  of  that  pro- 
vision of  the  Constitution  which  authorizes  the 
admission  of  new  States  into  the  Union,  I  shall 
be  able  to  satisfy  the  Committee  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  its  framers  to  leave  this  very  subject 
open  to  the  future  decision  and  legislation  of  the 
nation.  But,  before  I  ask  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  that  part  of  the  subject,  I  will  beg 
leave  to  offer  a  few  remarks  in  relation  to  the  prac- 
tical exposition  of  the  power  of  Congress  to  admit 
States  into  the  Union  upon  conditions. 
V  Congress,  at  its  first  session  after  the  adoption 
of  the  nresent  Constitution,  passed  a  law  declara- 
tory or  the  validity  of  the  ordinance  of  1787,  in 
which  it  was  provided  that,  in  the  States  to  be 
formed  therefrom,  slavery  should  not  exist.  This 
law  was  approved  by  the  illustrious  Wabhinqton, 
who  had  just  before  witnessed  the  deliberations  of 
the  Convention,  on  that  interesting  and  important 
subject  of  slavery,  and  had  all  those  adverse  feel- 
ings and  jarring  interests  which  attended  that  dis- 
cussion in  the  Convention  fresh  in  his  recollec- 
tion, for  he  was  President  of  the  Conventicm. 

Sir,every  President,  I  believe,  who  has  been  in 
office  since  the  time  of  Washington  down  to  the 
present  day,  has  approved  some  act  of  admitting 
a  new  State  into  the  Union ;  and  none  has  been 
admitted  since  that  period,  which  has  not  had 
some  condition  prescribed  as  the  terms  of  its  ad- 
mission. Even  the  present  Chief  Magistrate,  Mr. 
Monroe,  has  recognised  this  doctrine  in  the  admis- 
sion both  of  Alabama  and  Illinois,  and  he  h»s 
recognised  this  very  identical  restriction  on  con- 
dition in  relation  to  the  latter.  Yet  gentlemen 
tell  us,  it  is  all  a  barefaced  usurpation  of  power 
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which  Congress  has  been   thus  exercising,   and 
which  all  the  Presidents  have  been  sanctioning. 

Sir,  I  will  not  cast  that  reflection  upon  those 
illustrious  personages  who  have  administered  this 
Government,  nor  upon  those  gentlemen  who  have 
preceded  us  in  this  body,  which  so  bold  an  accu- 
sation implies.  That  such  a  system  of  usurpation 
should  continue  in  practice  without  interruption 
for  thirty  years — sanctioned  by  almost  every  suc- 
cessive Congress,  in  some  shape  or  other,  by 
Washington,  Adams,  Jefferson,  Madison,  and  even 
the  present  Chief  Magistrate,  Mr.  Monroe,  is  to 
my  mind,  a  position  which  would  only  be  taken 
in  a  desperate  cause,  in  support  of  a  desperate 
measure.  Sir,  a  construction  thus  acquiesced  in 
becomes  something  like  a  principleof  the  Govern- 
ment not  now  to  be  shaken,  and  particularly  by 


given  it  their  sanction 

But,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  admit  that  the  i 
ordinance  was  unconstitutional  at  the  time  of  its  l 
adoption  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  power  in  I 
the  Old  Congress  to  agree  to  the  admission  of  new  ' 
States,  without  consent  of  nine  States^  which  gen-  i 
tlemen  say  was  not  the  case — does  not  the  present ' 


the  charter  is  the  offspring  of  legitimate  legisla- 
tion on  the  part  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Madison  also,  in  his  Message  to  the  Senate 
in  1816,  communicating  his  disapprobation  of  the 
bill  which  had  passed  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
incorporating  a  National  Bank,  makes  these  ob- 
servations : 

**  Wiiving  the  question  of  the  ConatitutiontI  au- 
thority of  the  Lcgitlature  to  e<itabli»h  an  incorporated 
bank,  as  being  precluded  in  my  judgment  by  repeated 
recognitions,  under  varied  circumstances,  of  the  valid- 
ity of  8uch  an  institution,  in  acts  of  the  legislative, 
executive,  and  judicial  branches  of  the  Government, 
accompanied  by  indications  in  different  modes  of  a  con- 
currence of  the  general  will  of  the  nation."  &c. 

Thus,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  will  be  seen,  that,  upon 
the  principles  established  by  the  Supreme  Court, 


.u'l.ui.  ijuv  nwrr  nj  u^- auaivvu,  uiiu  piiriiruiariy  uy  ""^  piin^ijiiio  i.-m»uii.->ih:u  ij»  lilt-  ouprcuie  v^ouri, 
those  who  have  heretofore  acquiesced  in  it,  and  |  recognised  in  two  cases  which  I  have  cited,  and 
wivnn  it  tKoir  c^n/.t.'r^n  upon  a  principle  recognised  also  by  President  Mad- 

ison, this  question  should  now  be  considered  as  in 
some  degree  settled,  if  not  precluded.  The  gen- 
tleman trom  Kentucky,  (Mr.  HARniN,)  however, 
will  not  admit  that  precedent  ought  to  have  any 


pa^ed  the  act  adapt 
things?     Surely  they  did.     But  I  will  go  furthtT, ' 
and  admit  that  the  sixth  article  was  intended  only  j 
to  operate  on  the  Territory  and  that,  under  its  ori-  ' 
ginal  enactment  it  had  performed  its  office,  when 
States  were  organized.     Yet  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  it  has  been  revived,  even  if  that  were 
the  case,  three  several  times  since,  I  mean  when 
those  States  which  it  embraced  applied  for  ad 


weight  in  settling  the  principles  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. What,  not  a  nrecedenl  made  by  some  of 
the  very  framers  of  that  Constitution  !     A  prcce- 


to  this  construction,  were  members  of  that  Con- 
vention. And,  yet,  shall  it  he  said  their  construc- 
tion should  have  no  weight?  The  gentleman 
however  claims,  I  perceive,  the  beneht  of  precedent 
when  it  operates  in  his  favor.  He  tells  you  that 
Missouri  is  entitled  to  admission  from  her  num- 
bers, althoufjh  the  Constitution  says  nothing  about 
numlKTs.  Yet,  he  says,  that  other  States  have 
been  admitted  with  less  than  sixty  thousand,  which 


mission,  and  has,  by  virtue  of  such  revival  Iwcome  '  r    "  *""""^"  ^''"  ''*^  ^**»°  ^"''y  thousand,  which 
now  a  matter  of  compact  between  each  of  those  "'^  ^  precedent  by  which  Congress  ought  to  be 

States  and  the  United  States,  and  I  think  Con- !  ^^'7"^'* ,'"  admitting  Missouri.     Sir,  1  will  be 
eress  would  consider  it  a  violation  of  tb.nf  Pn^Mn^*  :  9^?"'^-     '  ^lU  admit  the  force  ot  his  precedent. 


gress  would  consider  it  a  violation  of  that  compact 
for  either  of  thji^se  States  to  undertake  to  admit 
slavery  hereafttTr. 

In  the  case  of  Stuart  against  Laird,  1  Cranch, 
page  299,  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  Slates  in  1803,  this  doctrine  is  laid  down: 

"  Another  reason  for  reversal  is,  that  the  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  ('ourt  have  no  right  to  sit  as  circuit  judges, 
not  being  appointed  as  such ;  or,  in  other  words,  that 


precede-.. 

I  think  .Missouri  entitled  to  admission,  but  in  rec- 
ognising her  right  upon  precedent,  I  certainly  must 
claim  the  benetit  of  my  own.  and  ask  the  gentle- 
man, with  the  same  frankness,  to  do  the  like. 

Having  shown,  Mi».  Chairman, as  I  think  I  have, 
that  Congress  have  the  power  to  prohibit  the  mi- 
gration of  slaves  to  .Missouri,  and,  from  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Government,  that  conditions  not  incon- 
sistent with  the  federal  rights  of  the  State  may  be 


they  ought  to  have  distinct  commissions  for  that  pur-  I  tendered  as  the  terms  of  admission,  I  will  now  pro- 
pose.    To  this  objection,  which  is  of  recent  date,  it  ia  I  rt^\  in  ot'XT,-,,^,..   »!,.,♦  «io,...-.   ,.*•  .i.„   r^ ,:,.,,: — 


pose.  To  this  objection,  which  is  of  recent  date,  it  is 
sufficient  to  observe,  that  practice  and  acquiescence 
under  it  for  a  period  of  several  years,  commencing 
with  the  organization  of  the  Judicial  system,  affords 
an  irresistible  answer,  and  has  indeed  fixed  the  con- 
struction. It  is  a  contemporary  interpretation  of  the 
most  forcible  nature.  This  practical  construction  is 
too  strong  and  obstinate  to  be  shaken  or  controlled. 
Of  course  the  question  is  at  rest,  and  ought  not  aow  to 
be  disturbed."  '     — * 


ceed  to  examine  that  clause  of  the  Constitution 
which  says  '•  new  StaUs  may  b«'  admitted  by  the 
Congress  into  this  Union."  From  the  very  lan- 
guage of  this  provision,  there  would  seem  to  bean 
implied  existence  of  a  discretion  in  Congress  to  ad- 
mit or  reject.  In  the  justness  of  this  construction, 
however,  gentkmen  generally  concur  on  both  sides. 
But  it  i.s  contended  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
lucky,  (Mr.  Hahdin,)  as  well  as  a  gentleman  from 
....  r   L    IT        /«         ,  ,.  1  Virginia, (Mr.  Smyth,)  that  Congress  has  no  other 

And,  in  the  case  of  the  United  States'  Bank,  so  I  power  but  simplytorejector  admit;  that  "a  State" 
ably  argued,  and  then  so  ably  decided  by  the  same  i  is  a  definite  term,  as  used  in  the  Constitution,  and 
court,  durmg  the  last  Winter,  (see  4  Wheat<m,im,)  i  implies  in  its  delinition  a  negation  of  the  power  of 
Uxe  court  recognises  the  same  doctln(^-contend-  Congress  to  interfere  further  with  it  than  to  see 
mg,  however,  without  the  aid  of  precedent,  that  J  that  it  is  republican.    To  this  argument,  Mr.  Chair- 
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man,  I  think  it  would  be  a  sufficient  answer  to  say 
that,  if  Congress  may  reject,  some  reason  ought  to 
be  assigned  for  such  rejection,  and  if  it  is  not  a 
reason  in  conflict  with  the  exercise  of  the  federal 
rights  of  the  State,  that  such  reason  might  as  well 
be  suggested  as  a  condition,  as  to  hold  back,  and 
reserve  its  disclosure  till  the  Constitution  is  jwre- 
sented.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  said,  while 
discussing  another  branch  of  this  subject,  that  the 
discretional  power  which  this  clau.se  of  the  Con- 
stitution gives  to  Congress  to  admit  or  reject,  was 
given  with  an  eye  to  this  very  subject.  That  it 
was  given  for  the  purfKjse  of  allowing  Congress  to 
prohibit  or  admit  the  extension  of  slavery,  as  in  its 
wisdom  might  seem  most  conducive  to  the  general 
welfare.  And,  to  establish  this  jwsilion,  I  will  now 
ask  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  history 
-of  this  provision,  while  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Convention.  In  the  draught  of  a  constitution 
reported  on  the  Gth  of  August,  by  the  committee  of 
five,  after  proposing  that  it  shouid  be  necessary  for 
two-thirds  of  the  menil>ers  present,  of  each  branch 
of  Congress,  to  consint  to  the  admission  of^w 
States,  they  further  report,  that  "  if  the  admission 
be  consented  to,  the  new  States  shall  lx>  admitted 
on  the  same  terms  with  the  original  States."  On 
the  30th  of  August,  when  this  part  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  was  acted  upon,  it  was  moved  to 
strike  out  that  part  of  it  which  proposes  their  ad- 
missiori  on  "an  equal  looting  with  the  original 
States,"  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Previous  to  this  time.  I  will  again  re|)eat,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  sbves  should  be  represented,  and 
also  that  the  States  then  existing  should  have  the 
right  of  deciding  whether  they  would  tolerate  the 
importation  or  migration  of  slaves  previous  to 
1808,  or  not.  To  say  that  the  new  States,  there- 
fore, should  be  admitted  on  the  .same  terms  with 
the  original  States,  was  to  give  to  them  the  power 
also  of  admitting  or  rejecting  slavery;  and  as,  in 
the  exercise  of  tiiat  jiower,  the  new  States  might 
destroy  the  leading  principle  of  this  compromise, 
by  giving  the  balance  of  power  to  the  slaveholding 
States,  and  allow  its  unlimited  exjiansion ;  and 
because  it  would,  as  I  have  before  stated,  virtually 
authorize  the  new  States  to  be  formed  in  the  North- 
west Territory  to  repeal  the  restriction  imposed  by 
the  eompact  contained  in  the  ordinance  of  1787;  it 
was  stricken  out.  leaving  Congress,  therefore,  to  ' 
exercise  the  very  discretion  which  is  now  proposed  : 
to  be  exercised  in  admitting  .Missouri. 

This  conclusion,  .Mr.  Chairman,  I  think  is  fairly 
derivable  from  the  premises  which  I  think  I  have 
as  fairly  employed.     Indeed,  sir,  I  think  it  must  be  i 
obvious  to  all  who  have  adverted  to  the  Journals  | 
of  that  Convention,  that  the  intention  was  to  set-  I 
tie  the  principles  which  should  apply  to  the  then  i 
existing  States,  permanently,  and  to  leave  the  man-  i 
ner  and  time  of  admitting  new  States  to  be  regu- ; 
lated  by  Congress,  guarantying,  however,  to  such  '< 
new  States  the  same  federal  rights  which  were  ' 
secured  to  the  o|d.     The  great  object,  Mr.  Chair-  \ 
man,  was  to  unite  in  one  common  federative  gov- 
ernment the  then  existing  States,  and  to  secure  to 
those  States  the  power  of  guarding  their  common 
mterests.     They  had  fought  and  they  had  bled  in 


the  cause  of  freedom,  and,  in  establishing  a  form 
of  government  for  themselves  and  posterity,  it 
could  not  be  expected  that  they  would  leave  a 
question,  which  presented  greater  difficulty  in 
agreeing  upon  the  principles  of  that  government 
than  all  others,  in  such  a  situation  as  to  put  it  in 
the  power  of  the  new  members  that  might  be  in- 
troduced into  the  family,  to  unhinge  and  destroy 
those  very  principles.  I  mean  the  compromise  of 
representation.  That  they  would  thus  expose  the 
very  foundation  upon  which  their  Government 
rested  to  be  torn  up  by  future  States,  and  that,  too, 
with  their  sanction.  I  think  can  scarcely  be  be- 
lieved. 

But,  sir,  I  would  here  beg  leave  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  to  a  proposition  made  in  that 
Convention,  and  which  was  very  near  being  adopt- 
ed, as  strongly  indicative  of  the  views  and  feelings 
of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  when  reflecting 
upon  this  very  subject.  On  the  14th  of  July,  the 
following  proposition  was  moved  :  '•  That,  to  se- 
'  cure  the  liberties  of  the  States  already  confed- 
'  crated,  liie  number  of  representatives  in  the  first 
'  branch,  from  the  Slates  which  shall  hereafter  be 
'  established,  shall  never  exceed  the  representatives 
'  from  such  of  the  thirteen  United  States  as  shall 
'  accede  to  this  Confederation."  This  proposition 
was  made  while  both  the  subject  of  representa- 
tion and  tht'  admission  of  new  States  was  under 
consideration  ;  and  on  the  very  next  day  after,  the 
Convention  had  adopted  a  provision  which  had 
for  its  object  the  regulation  of  the  representation 
in  this  branch  of  Congress,  according  to  the  popu- 
lation of  the  res{>ective  States ;  but,  as  Congress 
would  have  the  power  of  admitting  or  rejecting 
new  States,  and  the  power  of  decreeing  whether 
these  Slates  should  decide  on  the  admission  of 
slavery,  it  was,  therefore,  unnecessary  to  restrict 
the  representation  of  such  States,  as  the  wisdom  of 
Congress  might  allow  to  participate  in  the  Uess- 
ings  of  the  Union,  to  a  less  number  than  their  pop- 
ulation, upon  a  general  and  equal  representation, 
might  entitle  them. 

It  was  therefore  rejected,  but  rejected  by  a  bare 
majority  of  <rtu  ou(e  mly.  My  proposition,  then,  is, 
that  the  (Convention  did  intentionally  use  these 
broad  expressions,  for  the  purpose  of  leaving  Con- 
gress, thereafter,  to  exercise  its  discretion  on  this 
subject  in  admitting  new  States.  Having  tres- 
passed thus  long  upon  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee, Mr.  Chairman,  which  it  has  so  kindljr 
shown  to  me  through  this  dry,  and,  what  would 
be  on  other  occasions,  uninteresting  examination — 
an  examination,  however,  which  I  trust,  on  this 
occasion,  will  throw  some  light  upon  the  seem- 
ingly obscure  intention  of  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution— but,  sir,  if  it  shall  fail  to  convince  oth- 
ers that  Congress  has  power  to  legislate  constitu- 
tionally upon  this  subject,  I  trust  it  will  at  least 
afford  an  excuse  for  the  opinion  which  I  entertain, 
and  remove  those  lurking  suspicions,  which  have 
occasionally  unfolded  themselves,  sometimes  in 
doubtful,  and  at  others,  in  more  glowing  and  un- 
fading colors,  of  the  sincerity  of  those  with  whom 
I.co-operate  in  supporting  this  amendment ;  hav- 
ing done  thip.  Mr.  Chairman.  I  will  now  proceed 
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to  examtoe  the  nature  of  the  treaty  by  virtue  of  which  formed  the  basis  of  the  Union,  to  he  thus 
whose  provisions  Missouri  claims  an  exemption  !  disturbed — nay,  destroyed,  and  arm  Congnss  with 
from  this  restriction,  and  by  virtue  of  which,  gen-  !  no  redeeming  power  to  prevent  it. 


tlemen  demand  her  admission  into  the  Union  as 
matter  of  right,  and  »ee  if  there  is  any  thing  in 
that  treaty  which  impugns  the  power  which  Con- 
gress would  have  had  in  relation  to  this  subject,  if 
the  third  section  of  that  treaty  had  not  have  been 
incorporated  in  that  instrument.  Sir,  what  are  the 
provisions  of  this  treaty  ?     They  are,  first,  "  That 

the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  in-  j  Constitution,  and  therefore  is  a  federal  right, 
corporated  into  the  union  of  the  United  States."  i  which  Congress  cannot  interfere.     The  tit 


And  under  thi^ 


provision,  1  admit,  that  the  faith 
of  the  Government  stands  pledged  to  admit  them 
into  the  Union.  But,  it  is  further  provided  "  that 
'  they  shall  be  admitted  as  soon  as  possible,  ac- 

*  cording  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Con- 

*  stitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  ad- 

*  vantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  United 
'  States."  The  question  then  arises,  what  was  the 
object  of  this  latter  provision  ?  Was  it  to  give 
them  the  right  of  framing  a  constitution  and  pre- 
senting themselves  at  your  door  for  admittance,  as 

;.Boon  as  they  pleased  to  apply  ?     No,  sir.     If  such 
were  the  intention,  why  pass  a  law  now  author- 

'izing  them  to  frame  a  constitution  ?  No,  sir,  it 
was  to  secure  to  them  in  the  first  place  the  rights 
,  of  citizenship,  without  going  through  the  tedious 
and  regular  process  of  naturalization  ;  and  also  to 
secure  to  them  the  protection  of  the  United  States' 
Crovernment. 

Sir,  is  it  to  be  said  that  the  relative  rights  of 
citizenship  were  not  of  sufficient  importance  to  give 
rise  to  a  provision  securing  those  rights?  I  pre- 
sume not,  sir.  Shall  it  be  said  that  the  right  to  be 
protected  by  the  United  States  against  savages  and 
all  other  depredations,  was  too  unimportant  a  con- 
sideration to  give  rise  to  such  a  provision?  Surely 
not,  sir.  But  they  are  to  be  incorporated  into  the 
Union;  and  how  are  they  to  be  incorporated? 
Why,  sir,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution,  and  according  to  those  principles 
too,  sir,  which  apply  totheadmission  of  new  States; 
for,  can  it  be  believed,  that  if  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution  ever  cast  their  eyes  across  the  Mis- 
sissippi, with  themost  distant  belief  that  that  bound- 
less region  was  ever  to  be  carved  out  into  American 
States,  and  form  a  part  of  that  federal  family  to 
which  they  were  then  giving  new  birth  ;  that  they 
intended  tnat  the  terriior}-,  a  nart  of  which  ( I  mean 
the  new  State  of  Ohio)  was  hallowed  by  the  blood 
of  the  Revolution,  should  be  on  a  worse  footing 
than  the  President  and  Senate  might  put  the  ter- 
ritory now  under  consideration;  that  it  should  be 
admitted 
subject 

sound  discretion  as  to  the  terms  of  such  admis- 
sion ;  a  discretion  which  I  hope  1  have  shown  was 
intended  to  be  guarantied  to  Congress,  when  that 
provision  was  stricken  out  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  five,  before  referred  to,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  admit  new  States  into, the  Union 
"upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States?" 
Sir,  I  think  it  cannot  be  believed  that  theConven- 

"tion  intended  to  subject  the  principles  of  the  com- 


,  under  any  circumstances,  without  being 
to  the  power  of  Congress  to  exercise 


a 


This  treaty,  therefore,  if  it  were  possible  for  any 
treaty  to  do  so,  has  not  attempted,  according  to  its 
fair  construction,  to  infringe  that  power,  in  its 
fullest  extent,  which  Congress  has  to  regulate  the 
terms  of  the  admission  of  new  States. 

But,  say  gentlemen,  this  is  a  federal  right;  the 
right  to  hold  slaves  is  guarantied  by  the  Federal 

ith 
gress  cannot  interlere.     The  right  to 
hold  slaves  guarantied   by  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion !     No,  sir ;  it  was  a  right  which  existed  bi'fore, 
and  the  Federal   Constitution   has  only  provided 
against  the  invasion  of  that  right  in  such  of  the 
then  existing  States  as  chose  to  recognise  it  as  a 
right.     This   was  necessary  to  be  done,  because 
they  were  then  recognised  as  property,  and  without 
the  consent  of  the  States  they  could  not  be  made 
to  assume  a  higher  station.     The  right  to  hold 
slaves,  therefore,  is  not  created  by  the  Constitution. 
Nor  is  it  a  federal  right;  it  is  a  State  right ;  or,  in 
other  words,  a   State  wrong,  with  which,  by  itb 
consent,  it  may  part,  by  compact  with  the  Gen- 
eral  Government,   without   committing  any   vi- 
olence upon  its  federal  rights.     Nay,  it  is  a  right 
of  which  it  could  be  deprived  in  future  by  passing  a 
non-migration  law  by  Congress.  The  provision  then 
in  the  Constitution,  Mr.  Chairman,  which  provides 
for  the  reclamation  of  fugitive  slaves  when  they 
go  into  non-slaveholding  States,  is  only  a  neces- 
sary  regulation  which  grew  out  of  the  previous 
existence  of  slavery  in  the  Union,  and  does  not 
therefore  create  the  right  to  hold  slaves.     And  by 
this  course  of  reasoning,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  think  I 
fully  answer  so  much  of  the  argument  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Hardin)  as  has  been 
employed   in  opposition  to  this  restriction,  as  is 
drawn  from  the  technical  meaning  of  the  word 
State.     But,  sir,  let  us  test,  by  further  illustration, 
the  soundness  of  that  argument.     The  gentleman 
says,  State  and  nation  are  synonymous  terms,  and 
that  a  State,  in  the  interpretation  to  which  it  i» 
entitled,  under  the  Constitution,  is  as  sovereign  as 
a  nation,  except  so  far  as  that  sovereignty  is  abridg- 
ed by  an  actual  and  express  transfer  of  a  part  of 
its  sovereignty  to  the  United   States,  in  their  fed- 
eral  character;  and   becau.se  there  is  no  express 
surrender  of  this  power,  (though  I  believe  he  call- 
ed it  a  right,)  to  decide  whether  they  will  have 
slavery  or  not,  that  therefore  it  is  a  sovereign  right, 
which  cannot  be  surrendered.     Sir,  allow  this  in- 
terpretation of  the  word  State,  and  what  does  it 
lead  to  ]  Is  there  any  express  provision,  in  so  n>any 
words,  authorizing  Congress  to  retain  or  hold  the 
right  of  soil  in  any  State,  unless  by  compact?    No, 
sir.  Is  it  not  then  a  trait  of  sovereignty  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  vacant  lands  within  that  nation? 
Surely  it  is.     If  then  there  is  no  express  provision 
authorizing  Congress  to  retain  theproperty  in  such 
soil,  according  to  the  argument  of  the  gentleman, 
it  is  a  federal  right,  belongs  to  the  State,  and  can- 
not be  surrendered.    Are  the  Committee  prepared  to 
recognise  this  doctrine?  No.   I  presume  that  e*eo 


promise,  which  so  much  agitated  that  body,  and  |  the  gentleman  himself  is  not. 
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But  the  same  gentlen^an  tells  us,  that   even  if 
we  have  the  power,  which  by  this  time  I  trust  1 
have  shown,  at  least  to  the  satisfaction  of  some, 
that  it  is  impolitic  to  exercise  it;  that  public  sen- 
timent is  aroused,  and  so  much  divided,  that  even 


weight  upon  my  mind ;  one  which  1,  as  a  Repre- 
sentative of  the  West,  feel  bound  to  obey  ;  I  mean 
its  effect  upon  the  Union  in  a  political  i)oint  of 
view.  Sir,  from  a  similarity  of  interests,  of  insti- 
tutions, and  of  feelings,  the  North  and  the  West, 


the  Cabinet  is  believed  to  be  divided  on  this  great    at  least  so  far  as  slavery  is  regretted,  will  (eel  dis 

inclined  to  dismemberment.  A  reciprocity  of  all 
those  inducements  which  operate  to  cement  com- 
munities will  keep  them  together.  The  South 
and  the  West  will  also  have  a  no  less  binding 
community  of  interests  to  hold  them  together. 
The  Western  non-slaveholding  States,  therefore, 
will  stand,  in  relation  to  the  North  and  the  South, 
not  only  as  neutrals,  but  as  their  common  allies. 
Sir,  those  States,  from  their  local  situation,  will 
have  a  deciding  intiutnce  in  every  attempt  at  dis- 
memberment ;  and  a  section  of  our  country  thus 
happily  situated  should  be  placed  upon  that  foot- 
ing which  will  give  it  most  influence  and  most 
strength  in  harmonizing  the  jarring  and  conflict- 
ing interests  and  feelings  which  time  may  unhap- 
pily develope  between  the  other  sections  of  our 
empire. 

Mr.  Chairman,  1  am  sorry  to  have  to  advocate 
any  measure  which  is  calculated,  as  1  conceive 
this  is,  to  give  perpetuity  to  our  Union,  and,  at 


and  interesting  question,  and  that  therefore  it  is 
too  delicate  a  measure  to  be  pushed.  What !  the 
Cabinet  divided  !  How  does  the  gentleman  ascer- 
tain this  fact  ?  And,  even  if  it  were  the  fact, 
what  influence  should  it  have  upon  the  question? 
I  could  answer  for  one,  but  will  leave  others  to 
answer  for  themselves.  But,  sir,  I  will  again  re- 
mark, on  the  subject  of  power,  that,  as  Congress 
has  acquired  this  territory  without  express  authority 
to  do  so,  I  should  for  one  say  we  have  at  least  as 
good  authority  to  say  that  it  shall  not  come  into 
the  Union,  as  States,  unless  it  is  upon  those  prin- 
ciples which  will  subserve  the  general  welfare ; 
for  it  must  have  been  with  a  view  of  promoting 
the  general  welfare  that  it  was  purchased,  and 
that  view  should,  at  no  change  of  its  condition,  be 
lost  sight  of. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  told  that  this  is  a  Northern 
trick — a  Northern  scheme  to  get  into  power.  For 
one,  I  can  answer,  that  I  am  governed  alone  by  a 


desire  to  promote  the  welfare  of  my  country,  and    the  same  time,  to  be  compelled  to  avow  the  neces 

sity  of  assigning  that  as  a  reason  upon  this  floor. 
The  sound  of  disunion,  a  term  so  horrible  in  itself, 
if  possible,  should  never  be  uttered  within  these 
walls.     Yet  it  has  been  uttered  so  often  in  this 
debate,  and  has  become  so  familiar,  that  it  is  high 
lime  to  begin  to  adopt  measures  to  prevent  it,  and 
also  to  express  our  solemn  disapprobation  of  any 
measure  or  any  proceedings  in  the   least  degree 
calculated  to  produce  it.     Sir,  when  I  hear  gentle- 
would  sup-  ,  men,  in  the  heat  of  argument,  as  was  the  case  with 
I  believe  it    two  honorable  gentlemen  from  Virginia,  (Mesvs. 
Smyth  and  Ra.xdolpu,)  speaking  to  their  consti- 
tuenth,  and  to  the  South  generally,  calling  upon 
them  "  to  make  common  cause,"  to  stand  united 
in  resisting,  even  with  "those  arguments  about 
which  the  law  is  silent,"  this  asserted  usurpation 
of  authority — an  appeal  which   is  calculated  to 
excite  the  angry  passions  of  the  community — I 
must  confess,  sir,  that  I  am  aroused,  and  thrown 
from  that  calmness  which,  I  think,  should  char- 
acterize this  discu-ssion.     If  such  declarations  are 
employed  as  mere  rhetorical  flourishes  to  embel- 
lish their  speeches,  or  intended  only  to  intimidate 
the  members  of  this  Committee,  for  one,  sir,  I  can 
answer,  that  they  will  have  no  such  effect  upon 
me.     But,  sir,  they  are  declarations  which  will 
find  their  way  to  the  public  eye,  the  public  ear, 
and,  what  is  still  worse,  to  the  public  feelings. 
They  will  not,  as  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Georgia  (Mr.  Reid)  has  told  us,  die  within  these 
walls.     Would  to  heaven  they  could  !    But,  like 
all  other  bad  tidings,  they  will  spread  throughout 
this  land,  and  consequences  which  gentlemen  do 
not  expect,  and  which  1  am  sure  they  cannot  wish, 
may  yet  disturb  the  repose  of  this  nation.     I  hope 
gentlemen  will  remember  that  it  is  much  easier  to 
excite  rebellion  and  insurrection  than  it  is  to  sup- 

Eress  it.     The  ball  of  revolution  and  civil  war, 
Ir.  Chairman,  when  once  put  in  motion,  has  sel- 


to  discbarge,  with  the  best  of  my  abilities,  the 
high  trust  which  has  been  confided  to  such  feeble 
hands.  And,  while  i  make  this  declaration  for 
myself,  I  derive  consolation  from  the  conviction 
that  I  am  as.sociated  with  men  governed  by  mo- 
tives no  less  exceptionable.  Sir,  I  believe  this 
measure  has  originated  in  the  best  and  noblest  of 
motives;  motives  dictated  by  humanity  and  the 
ultimate  happiness  of  this  nation.  But,  even  if  1 
believed  it  originated  in  corruption,  I 

Eurt  it.  1  would  support  it,  because  _  .. 
as  for  its  object  the  attainment  of  an  end  of  the 
last  importance  to  the  nation.  I  would  support  it, 
therefore,  as  an  evil  out  of  which  good  might 
come.  Mr.  Jefferson  was  charged  with  supporting 
the  Revolution  to  cancel  his  British  debts.  1,  how- 
erer,  do  not  believe  it:  yet,  if  it  were  true,  from 
evil  motives  he  was  supporting  a  glorious  cause. 
I  would  support  this  mea.sure,  sir,  but  would,' with 
equal  zeal,  oppose  the  same  gentlemen  in  their 
attempts  to  make  an  improper  use  of  the  decision 
of  the  question  in  their  favor.  But  I  again  re- 
peat that  1  have  every  confidence  in  the  integrity 
and  exaltedness  oi'  tne  motives  which  dictated 
this  measure,  and  also  of  the  motives  which  unite 
gentlemen  in  its  support. 

We  are  further  told,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  it  is  a 
Northern  trick,  intended  lo  injure  the  prosperity  of 
the  Western  country.  What,  sir,  a  trick  to  injure 
the  Western  country!  Let  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois,  answer  the  question.  No,  sir,  it  is  a  mea- 
sure which  opens  new  inducements  to  their  own 
citizens  to  migrate  to  that  country,  and  thereby 
weaken  themselves,  li  is  a  measure  which  is  to 
give  to  the  West  a  rigorous,  industrious,  and 
wealthy  population.  It  is  a  measure  pregnant 
with  the  ultimate  grandeur  of  that  country.  But 
I  am  here  brought  to  a  still  more  important  view 
of  this  subject;  a  view,  sir,  which   has  much 
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dom  been  arrested  by  the  same  hands  which  gare 
it  impetus.  No,  sir,  on  the  conlrarv,  those  who 
put  it  in  motion  are  too  often  the  first  who  fall 
beneath  its  ruins.  France  affords  gentlemen  mel- 
ancholy evidence  of  this  truth :  let  the  spirits  of 
Mirabeau,  Robespierre,  Danton,  Barras,  and  even 
Napoleon  in  person,  give  it  verity.  Let  it  once  bt^ 
put  in  motion  in  this  country,  wnich  will  necessa- 
rily be  the  result  of  great  public  excitement,  and, 
like  an  irresistible  torrent,  it  will  roll  across  this 
mighty  empire,  destroying  alike  its  promoters  and 
opposers. 

Alas!  I  sicken  at  the  doleful  picture  which  my 
imagination  has  already  drawn  on  this  subject ! 
Is  it,  indeed,  the  intention  of  gentlemen  to  arouse 
our  brethren  of  the  South  tu  rebellion — to  a  resort 
to  arms  to  resist  this  exercise  of  power  by  the 
representatives  of  the  people?  Is  it,  indeed,  for 
the  purpose  of  bursting  those  bonds  asunder,  by 
which  we  are  united,  that  they  thus  appeal  to  the 
angry  passions  of  their  countrymen  ?  Are  these 
the  objects  of  the  gentlemen  from  Virginia  ?  And 
for  what  is  this  Union  to  be  thus  sacrificed  ?  In 
defenceof  the  dominion  of  slavery  ?  What!  V^ir- 
ginia  go  to  war  in  defence  of  slavery  !  Virginia, 
the  hot-bed  of  genius;  the  fountain  of  the  Revo- 
lution— of  our  independence ;  the  nursery  of  patri- 
otism ;  the  birthplace  of  out  Washi.ngto.n — the 
Father  of  his  Country !  Virginia  go  to  war  in 
defence  of  slavery  !  No,  sir,  it  cannot ;  it  will  not 
be.  The  sober  feelings  of  this  nation,  and  of^  Vir- 
ginia in  particular,  however  they  may  be  excited 
for  the  moment,  will  redeem  us,  I  trust,  at  all 
time*,  from  such  awful  calamities.  This  mighty 
Empire — this  strong  man  armed — is  not  thus  to 
be  shorn  of  all  his  greatness.  But,  sir,  it  is  not  the 
flrst  time  that  attempts  have  been  made  to  disturb 
the  tranquillity  of  that  patriotic  State,  by  her  un- 
hallowed malcontents — by  appeals  to  the  angry 
passions  of  her  citizens.  No,  sir.  I  find  record  evi'- 
dence  of  the  existence  of  a  similar  spirit  as  far 
back  as  the  time  of  Washington,  and  the  cele- 
brated treaty  of  Mr.  Jay.     It  is  this,  sir: 

"  RicBMoxD,  July  31. 
"Notice  18  hereby  given,  that,  in  case  the  treaty  en- 
tered into  by  that  damned  arch  traitor,  .John  Jay,  with 
the  British  tyrant,  should  be  ratified,  a  petition  will  be 
presented  to  the  next  General  Assembly  of  Virginia, 
at  their  next  session,  praying  that  the  said  State  may 
recede  from  the  Union,  and  be  left  under  the  govern- 
ment and  protection  of  one  hundred  thousand  free  and 
independent  Virginians." 

This  notice  concludes  by  requesting  the  printers 
of  the  yrtserU  Union,  as  they  then  called  it,  to  give 
it  publicity,   for  the   purpose  of  creating  a  new 

Union [Here  Mr.  Barbour  called  for  the  title 

of  the  book,  from  which  Mr.  C.  read  this  notice, 
and  was  answered  by  Mr.  C.  that  it  was  called  the 
"  Memoirs  of  Jefferson,"  which  perhaps  were  libel- 
lous;.he  could  not  say] — yet,  Mr.  Chairman,  this 
intemperance  had  but  little  effect.  Gentlemen 
may  therefore  indulge  in  rhetorical  flourishes,  and 
ill  drawing  the  hideous  pictures  of  disordered  ima- 
ginations, withoik  endangering  the  Union.  Sir, 
It  is  in  the  patrid^ism,  the  intelligence,  and  the 
sober  judgment,  of\the  people,  that  the  anchor  of 


our  safety  consists ;  and  in  these  rirtues,  I  trust 
the  patriots  of  Virginia  will  not  be  deficient. 

I  regret,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  remarks  of  gen- 
tlemen have  thus  drawn  from  me  what  perhaps 
had  better  never  l)een  said,  and  what  (1  am  sorry 
to  remark)  I  have  ftlt  myself  called  upon  to  say, 
in  the  discharge  of  my  duty  ;  and,  having  done  so, 
I  will  now  proceed  to  the  examination  of  the 
expediency  of  this  restriction  as  an  object  of  na- 
tional concern. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  attempted  to  plant  in 
the  American  soil  the  principles  of  free  and  repub- 
lican government;  we  have  attempted  to  set  an 
example  to  the  world  of  the  capacity  of  man  to 
govern  himself,  and  of  securing  to  all  the  enjoy- 
ment of  equal  rights.  But,  alas  !  the  brilliancy  of 
this  example  abroad  is  too  much  darkened  by  the 
gloom  which  slavery  spreads  over  it ,  and  while 
we  continue  to  spread  that  gloom,  the  happy  influ- 
ence of  republican  government  will  continue  to 
be  weakened,  till  ultimately,  like  the  sun,  whose 
rays  are  obstructed  by  an  impenetrable  cloud,  its 
influence  will  be  entirely  lost.  It  is  due,  then,  to  the 
dignity  of  this  Government  to  show  the  world  that 
.slavery  only  exists  in  the  bosom  of  our  Republic 
from  uncontrollable  nece.s.sity — a  necessity  forced 
upon  us  by  our  parent  country.  But,  when  we 
give  to  it  new  root,  and  spread  it  beyond  its  an- 
cient borders,  are  our  practices  consistent  with  our 
professions  ?  Do  we  then  show  that  it  exists  only 
from  necessity  ;  or  do  we  not  show  that  it  exists, 
at  least  in  a  part  of  our  empire,  from  choice  ?  Sir, 
it  is  due  to  tne  character  of  our  Government  for 
ctmsistency. 

Since  the  year  180b,  every  exertion  has  been 
made  to  abolish  the  slave  Trade.  Gentlemen  from 
all  sections  of  the  Union,  and  at  all  times,  have 
united  most  heartily  in  the  humane  undertaking. 
And  for  what  purpo.se  ?  Sir,  it  was  to  prevent  an 
accumulation  of  that  evil  which  so  sf>rely  afflicted 
our  land,  and  to  encourage  which,  heaped  so  much 
disgrace  on  all  who  were  engaged  in  it.  But  this 
was  not  the  only  reason.  The  cries  of  humanity, 
and  the  soft  whispers  of  religion,  also  demanded 
the  measure.  And  if  these  motives  have  operated 
so  long  and  so  universally  in  the  councils  of  thi.s 
country,  shall  not  the  .same  motives  now  arrest 
the  progress  of  this  evil  in  its  attempt  to  plant 
itself  in  that  boundless  region  west  of  the  Mi.ssis- 
sippi?  Not  only  does  consistency,  but  the  vital 
interests  of  this  Government  demand  it.  To  ex- 
tend and  more  firmly  rivet  the  chains  of  slavery, 
is  but  to  hasten  the  epoch  which  I  shudder  to 
mention. 

Sir,  in  the  very  nature  of  man  is  interwoven  a 
love  of  freedom  ;  it  is  a  passion  of  the  most  ardent 
and  indestructible  character.  It  is  a  passion  which, 
while  bound  in  chains,  lies  like  the  hidden  spark, 
ready  to  be  fanned  into  a  flame  by  the  first  breeze 
of  hop*'.  They  are  a  race  of  beings  like  so  many 
vipers  in  the  bowels  of  the  community,  b  it  not, 
then,  our  duty  to  use  our  best  efforts  to  preserve 
our  posterity,  if  it  be  not  necessary  to  preserve  our- 
selves, from  a  slow  but  certain  fate  which  an  un- 
changed state  of  things  must  inevitably  produce. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  S.myth)  has 
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read  to  us  an  account  of  many  of  the  civil  wars, 
with  all  their  attendant  horrors,  which  have  re- 
sulted from  the  existence  of  two  different  classes 
of  people  in  the  same  Government.     And,  while 
the  gentleman  has  ^iven  us  a  sight  of  these  blood- 
stained pictures  of  human  misery,  for  the  purpose 
of  proving  the  position  that  two  distinct  classes 
of  society  cannot  safely  exist  in  the  same  country, 
and  thereby  to  prove  the  necessity  of  diffusing  this 
class  of  society  so  as  to  keep  them  in  harmless 
numbers,  and  also  to  rivet  their  chains  so  tight 
that  they  will  be  unable  to  act  in  concert,  they 
afford  to  my  mind  a  ■warning  argument  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  their  emancipation   and  colonization, 
before  another   picture   shall    be   added    to   that 
gloomy   collection,  with   which   the   Committee 
have  been  presented  by  that  honorable  gentleman. 
For,  sir,  I  repeat  it,  that,  if  the  warning  voice  of 
experience  tell  us  that  it  has  been  the  fate  of  all 
countries  where  two  distinct  and  heterogeneous  or- 
ders of  society  have  existed,  sooner  or  later  to  wade 
through  wars  and  bloodshed,  that  even  America, 
the  seeming  favorite   of  Heaven,   unless   timely 
measures  are  adopted  to  avoid  it,  will  not  share  a 
better  fate.     It  is  with  me,  therefore,  a  leading 
consideration  to  limit  the  sphere  of  this  dangerous 
population,  with  an  eye  to  its  ultimate  eradication 
from  the  bosom  of  our  country.     And,  sir,  I  rejoice 
that  a  proposition  has  this  morning  been  laid  upon 
your  table,  by  a  member  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Meigb,)  proposing  an  inquiry  into  the  practica- 
bility of  effecting  that  object.     For  one,  1  am  pre- 
pared to  devote  every  inch  of  the  public  soil  west 
of  the  .Mississippi,  if^  so  much  shall  be  necessary, 
to  the  redemption  of  our  country  from  this  fatal, 
this  deplorable  evil. 

But,  sir,  even  if  this  evil  cannot  be  eradicated 
I  am  unwilling  to  extend  it.  Notwithstanding  our 
brethren  of  the  South  deny  that  slavery  has  a  per- 
nicious influence  upon  the  morals  of  society  now, 
the  experience  of  all  past  ages  prove  that  when 
they  shall  be  suflSciently  numerous  to  pervade 
every  ramification  of  society  that  such  will  be  the 
effect.  That  it  should  be  otherwise,  when,  from 
their  number  and  the  cheapness  of  their  labor,  the 
free  citizens  of  the  country  either  need  not,  or  can- 
not, for  the  want  of  sufficient  compensation,  be 
employed,  than  that  idleness  and  luxury  should 
here  produce  the  same  effects  they  have  always 

FToduced  in  other  countries,  cannot  be  believed, 
n  Athens,  idleness  and  luxury  were  considered 
the  parent  of  crimes,  the  disturbers  of  society.  So 
dangerous  were  they  considered,  that  Solon,  their 
great  lawgiver,  required  every  individual  to  pur- 
sue some  trade  or  profession.  Nay,  so  essential 
was  it  considered  to  the  permanency  of  the  gov- 
ernment, and  happiness  of  the  people,  that  even 
Pisistratus,  who  had  sufficient  address  to  usurp 
that  Grovernment,  required  the  observance  of  that 
law  after  he  came  into  power.  But  alas !  that 
Government,  which  once  so  justly  boasted  of  its 
statesmen,  its  orators,  and  its  philosophers,  under 
the  baleful  influence  of  that  idleness  and  Icuury 
which  succeeded  the  abrogation  of  those  salutary 
laws,  becarne  an  easy  prey  to  foreign  cupidity,  and 
is  now  living,  or  was,  not  long  since,  under  the 


government  of  a  black  eunuch,  elected  from  the 
Turkish  seraglio.     Human  nature  is  alike,  and  is 
,  only-  noble  or  abased  as  circumstances  decree. 
I      But,  sir,  the  day  will  come  when  we  must  get 
I  rid  of  this  evil,  or  the  evil  will  rid  itself  of  us.   And 
I  there  are  but  three  ways  in  which  to  do  it :  by 
j  emancipation  and  colonization,  by  amalgamation, 
I  or  by  extirpation.     In  one  of  these  ways,  if  ever, 
Mr.  Chairman,  we  must  get  rid  of  this  evil,  and 
to  hope  for  it  in  either  of  the  last  mentioned  ways, 
is  so  revolting  to  our  feelings,  and  so  uncongenial 
with  our  nature,  that  no  member  of  this  Commit- 
tee,  I   trust,  will  look  to  either  of  them  as  the 
proper  expedient.     It  is.    then,    by  emancipation 
that  we  ought  to  hope  to  remove  this  pestilence, 
this  foul  blot  from  our  country.     And  will  it  be 
seriously  contended,  that  the  more  they  are  spread 
throughout  this  land  the  easier  that  object  will  be 
attained?     No,  sir;  the  love  of  ease  and  pleasure 
are  the  scions  which  shoot  from  the  root  of  slavery. 
The  more  they  are  extended,  therefore,  the  more 
will  this  canker  spread,  .so  fatal  to  liberty,  and  the 
inore  difficult  will  it  be  to  effect  their  manumis- 
sion.    For,  can  it  be  doubted  that  this  work  is  to 
be  done  by  the  combined  influence  of  public  .sen- 
timent and  legislative  exertion,  and  by  that  only  ? 
And  if  so,  in  projiortion  as  you  expose  that  senti- 
ment to  the  extended  influence  of  the  temptation 
to  ea.se  and  pleasure,  in  that  proportion  you  dimin- 
ish the  prospect  of  success.     The  policy,  therefore, 
of  emancipation  and  extension  are  hostile  to  each 
other — are  inconsistent. 

This,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  a  fortunate  period  at 
which  to  embark  in  this  cau.se.  The  world  is  at 
peace,  with  the  exception  of  Spain,  and  are  almost 
equally  united  in  abolishing  the  slave  trade.  If 
we  therefore  cast  our  eyes  across  the  ocean  to  Afri- 
ca, the  land  of  their  fathers,  we  may  hope  to  be 
able  to  procure  a  resting  place  for  them,  where 
they  may  enjoy  peace  and  quiet,  as  well  as  our- 
selves. The  public  sentiment  of  mankind  is  in 
their  favor ;  and  from  the  evidences  which  have 
been  given,  I  should  hope  the  sentiments  of  this 
nation  are  in  their  favor. 

For  what  purpose  are  your  extensive  Coloniza- 
tion and  Bible  Societies  organized?  Are  they 
simply  to  ape  the  English?  No,  sir,  they  are  the 
offspring  of^  sound  policv,  humanity,  and'religion. 
Sir,  I  have  an  honorabfe  gentleman  now  in  my 
eye,  (Mr.  Mercer,)  whose  zeal  in  the  cause  of 
humanity  in  promoting  the  views  of  the  Coloniza- 
tion Society  does  honor  to  his  heart  and  his  char- 
acter; yet  1  fear,  on  the  subject  under  considera- 
tion, his  views  and  opinions  are  at  war  with  those 
great  and  benevolent  exertions  for  which  he  is  so 
justly  distinguished.  But,  while  the  fact  that  the 
world  is  at  peace  tells  us  it  is  a  favorable  period  to 
embark  with  harmony  and  good  fellowship  in  this 
work,  It  tells  us  still  more ;  it  tells  us  that,  if  in 
this  attempt  to  eradicate  this  evil,  we  cherish  do- 
mestic dissensions  among  ourselves  ;  if  we  foster- 
party  feuds  and  geographical  distinctions,  that  a 
portion  at  least  of  that  peaceful  world  may  feel 
disposed  to  embark  in  our  difficulties,  and  ultimate- 
ly destroy  the  fair  temple  of  our  independence. 
Sir,  there  was  a  time.  I  mean  the  time  of  the  West- 
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ern  insurrection  and  of  French  intrigue  in  this 
country,  that  our  liberties  and  Constitution  stood 
on  totterin;?  ground.  It  was  at  that  time,  sir,  that 
foreign  interference  had  almost  proved  our  deiftruc- 
tion.  They  were  times  perilous,  indeed.  And  it 
was  then  that  France,  by  ner  Minister — more  prop- 
erly, indeed,  her  emissary — fanned  that  Hame  which 
was  rapidly  melting  the  cement  of  our  Union — it 
was  then  that  foreign  influence  and  interference 
gave  us  a  warning  lesson  against  feuds  of  a  simi- 
lar character.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  then  had 
a  Washington,  a  Washington  whose  fame  had 
filled  the  earth,  to  direct  our  ship  of  State.  It  was 
then  that  one  glance  from  his  all-penetrating  eye 
drove  dismay  to  the  traitor's  heart.  Through  the 
political  storms  of  that  day  he  safely  steered  us, 
and,  thank  Heaven,  left  us  safe  in  our  moorings. 
But,  shall  such  times  revisit  our  land  ?  We  have 
no  Washington  to  guide  us;  we  must  contend  with 
the  storm  as  we  can. 

I  would  here,  then,  call  upon  gentlemen  to  pause, 
and  consider  whether  this  subject  should  not  be 
discussed,  with  that  calmness  and  friendly  feeling 
which  should  characterize  a  great  nation,  legisla- 
ting upon  a  great  subject. 

But  we  are  told,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  this  is  a 
great  question,  and  one  which  should  be  compro- 
mised by  admitting  Mi:>souri  with  the  right  to  set- 
tle this  question  for  herself,  and  to  prohibit  the  ex- 
tension of  slavery  in  the  remainder  of  that  country. 
This,  indeed,  is  a  course  which  many  gentlemen 
seem  to  desire.  But,  are  we  to  understand  gentle- 
men as  conceding  the  point,  that  Congress  has  the 
power  to  make  that  restriction  or  territorial  pro- 
hibition perpetual  and  binding  on  the  States  here- 
after .'  (Here  Mr.  Lowndes  smiled  and  shook 
his  head. J  An  honorable  gentleman  shakes  his 
head,  who  has  favored  this  proposition,  and  1  am 
thereby  left  to  understand  that  such  is  not  the  na- 
ture 01  the  proposition.  Then,  away  with  your 
compromise.  Let  Missouri  in,  and  tne  predomi- 
nance of  slave  influence  is  settled,  and  the  whole 
country  will  be  overrun  with  it.  Indeed,  I  am 
opposed  to  any  compromise  on  the  subject.  I  con- 
sider it  my  duty  to  aid  in  arresting  the  evil,  and  a 
duty  of  so  high  a  nature  as  to  amount  to  a  Con- 
stitutional duty,  embraced  within  the  oath  which 
I  have  taken  to  support  that  instrument. 

It  is  enjoined  upon  the  Union  to  protect  each 
State,  when  called  upon,  against  invasion  and  do- 
mestic violence.  The  existence  of  slavery  is  cal- 
culated to  produce  both  of  these  evils.  It  will  not 
be  forgotten  that  England,  the  bulwark  of  our  re- 
ligion, has  already  arrayed  the  savages  against  us, 
a  manner  of  making  war,  no  less  vile  and  abhor- 
rent to  the  feelings  of  civilized  humanity,  than 
would  be  the  arming  of  our  slaves.  The  exist- 
ence, therefore,  of  slavery  in  a  State,  is  calculated 
to  invite  invasion,  and  no  one  will  deny  that  it 
exposes  the  State  to  domestic  violence.  If  it  be 
the  duty,  then,  of  the  Union,  to  expend  the  funds, 
and,  what  is  more  sacred,  the  blood  of  our  coun- 
trymen, to  repel  invasion  and  to  suppress  domestic 
violence,  is  it  not  a  good  consideration  on  the 
ground  of  expediency  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the 
existence  of  those  causes  which  may  thus  disturb 


the  safety  of  the  State  and  the  tranquillity  of  the 
Union  ?  It  is  a  reason  that  has  much  weight  on 
my  mind,  however  lightly  it  may  be  viewed  by 
others.  There  is,  Mr.  Chairman,  an  argument 
which  had  escaped  me,  that  has  been  argued 
against  the  justice  of  this  restriction;  it  is  this. 
'•  that  the  country  was  purchased  with  the  joint 
funds  of  the  nation,  and  therefore  should  be  left 
open  to  all."  The  short  answer  to  this  would  be, 
that  the  nou-admission  of  slaves  prevents  no  free 
man,  whose  money  has  been  contributed  to  the 
purchase  of  the  country,  from  going  there.  But, 
sir,  since  there  is  a  connict  on  the  subject  of  sla- 
very, a  subject  which  has  much  divided  the  na- 
tion, is  it  more  reasonable  that  the  sixty  thousand 
who  have  gone  there,  should  settle  this  great  ques- 
tion, than  the  ten  millions  by  their  representatives, 
who  compoj»e  this  nation,  and  who  have  all  an 
equal  interest  in  it?  I  should  think,  sir,  that  if  it 
were  a  matter  of  feeling  only,  involving  no  great 
political  principle,  that  it  would  look  more  reason- 
able that  the  nation  should  decide  it,  rather  than 
so  small  a  portion  of  it,  as  sixty  thou.sand.  Sev- 
eral millions  of  people  may  yet  inhabit  Missouri, 
and  the  sixty  thousand,  therefore,  should  not  \n'. 
entitled  to  tne  right  of  deciding  a  question  of  so 
much  magnitude,  and  which  is  so  interesting  to 
our  common  country.  Freemen  will  not  be  un- 
willing to  live  with  freemen.  If  slavery  be  pro- 
hibiten, therefore,  the  freemen  of  all  sections  can 
and  will  go  there,  but  thousands,  nay,  millions,  of 
our  freemen  are,  and  always  will  be,  unwilling  to 
mingle  with  slaves.  By  the  nation,  and  not  the  hand- 
ful now  in  Missouri,  therefore,  should  this  question 
be  settled,  provided  it  has  the  right  to  do  so. 

Mr-  Chairman,  in  the  time  of  our  Revolution 
we  appealed  to  Providence  to  aid  us,  because  our 
cause  was  just ;  and,  I  must  here  be  permitted  to 
say,  that  I  am  superetitious,  if  it  be  superstition  to 
believe  that  our  conduct  as  a  nation  is  passing 
hourly  in  review  before  Him  who  sits  aloft,  and 
that  we  shall  decline  or  prosper  as  that  conduct  is 
acceptable.  May  we  not,  then,  Mr.  Chairman, 
make  this  great  and  crying  evil  a  great  and  glo- 
rious good  to  our  country  ?  May  we  not,  by  di- 
recting our  energies  to  the  amelioration  of  their 
condition,  and  their  tiltiinate  emancipation,  ren- 
der ourselves  acceptable,  in  our  political  character, 
to  him  whose  favor  is  most  desirable. 

Before  I  sit  down,  Mr.  Chainnan,  for  I  fear  I 
have  wearied  the  patience  of  the  Committee,  I 
will  take  leave  to  remark  that  1  am  from  the 
South,  that  1  am  a  native  of  Virginia.*  That  my 
ancestors  (as  far  back  as  I  can  certainly  trace 
them,  and  that  is  not  very  far,  for  I  am  of  no  no- 
ble birth)  are  from  Virginia;  my  relations  and 
friends  are  all  in  the  South  ;  and,  sir,  I  have  broth- 
ers and  sisters  in  Missouri,  and  if  affection  for 
them,  and  a  desire  to  gratify  any  one,  could  be 
sufficient  to  induce  a  relinquishment  of  my  fixed 

*  Mr.  Cook,  since  making  his  remarks,  upon  exam- 
ioation  finds  that  he  wm  born  a  few  months  after 
Kentucky  was  detached  from  Virginia,  and  in  Ken- 
tucky, which,  until  since  he  spoke,  he  thought  st  thst 
time  was  a  part  of  Virgioia. 
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sentiments,  my  feelings  toward  them  would  have 
that  effect.  In  their  nousehold  they  have  slaves, 
and,  like  frail  men  in  general,  who  are  in  posses- 
sion of  a  convenience,  they  wish  to  hold  to  them. 
But  duty  must  triumph  over  feeling,  when  they 
come  in  contact 

Mr.  Chairman,  1  know  many  of  the  people  of 
Missouri ;  I  know  she  has  many  men  of  wortn  ai>d 
talents,  and  I  l)elicve  they  ought  to  have  a  State 
ffovernment.  But  notwithstanding  all  the  predi- 
lection I  have  in  favor  of  Mi.s.souri,  from  the  resi- 
dence thereof  friends,  relations, and  acquaintances, 
I  cannot  consent  to  her  admission  unless  her  adop- 


grest  and  inrreaeing  magnitude;  one  which  meriu  the 
greatest  efforts  of  this  nation  to  remedy:  Therefore, 

Retolvid,  'J'hat  a  commiUee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  eipediency  of  devoting  the  public  landa  as  a 
fund  for  the  purpose  of, 

Ut.  Employing  a  naval  force  competent  to  the  an- 
nihilation of  the  slave  trade ; 

2dly.  The  emancipation  of  slaves  in  the  United 
States;  and, 

3dlv.  Colonizing  them  in  such  way  ss  shall  be  con- 
ducive to  their  comfort  and  happiness,  in  Africa,  their 
mother  country. 

The  said  preamble  and  resolution  were  read; 

An«l  while  I  Kavo  T,«  /<^..K.  .k„.  1  -  '      "^^^  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  annlial 

,he^;>%l^''?eIl.n*gl?f  mIz^^  i  xr ' '''  "TTrr-  ii  ^'\T"*^'"^  "^"^^  ^ 

that*  If  the   voice   of  futurity  could  l,e  h^H,  I  i  ^^'"^  ^"^  °^^"*''*  ^°  ''^  °"  '^'  '''^^'' 
should  receive  its  approbation,  nay,  I  believe  its  !  THE  .MISSOURI  BILL, 

gratitude— I  believe  I  am  advocating  her  substan- I  The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
tml  interests,  and  of  which  she  will  ultimately  be  i  Committee  of  the  Whole  (Mr.  Balowin  in  the 
satished  ;  and  I  am  sure  I  am  advocating  the  best  I  chair)  on  this  bill. 

interests  of  this  nation.  Missouri,  therefore,  may  '  Mr.  Cook  resumed  the  speech  which  he  corn- 
come,  as  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  ,  menced  Nesterday,  m  support  of  the  restriction, 
Moi.ME.sj  lias  so  pathetically  described,  from  the  and,  in  continuation,  occupied  the  floor  about  two 
wilderness,  with  her  locks  wet  with  the  dews  of  hours.  His  speech  in  full  is  given  in  precedine 
the  night,  and  knock,  and  knock,  and  knock,  at    pages. 

your  door  for  admittance,  till  she  falls  with  weak-  [      Mr.  Hemphill,  of  Pennsylvania,  addre.ssed   the 
ness    and  unless  she  comes  m  the  white  robes  of   Chair  as  follows :  I  have  a  wish,  Mr.  Chairman 
freedom,  and  a  pledge  against  the  future  evils  of ,  to  express  my  sentiments  on  the  subject  before  the 
slavcrv,  with  my  consent  she  shall  not  be  admit-    honorable  Committee.     I  approach  it  with  great 


ted.  No,  sir,  she  may  take  up  her  march  and  re- 
turn to  the  land  from  whence  she  came;  and  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  may  escort  her,  and 
aid  in  forming  his  favorite  connexion  between  her 
and  Mexico:  that  they  may  set  up  for  themselves. 


diffidence,  as  I  have  not  been  in  the  habit  of  pub- 
lic .sptaking  for  many  years.     I  confess  that  the 
magnitude  of  the  question  impresses  me  with  fear 
that  I  may  become  embarrassed  in  the  disciis&ion. 
I  have  taken  all  the  pains  in  my  power,  consist- 


when  he  will  have  a  fit  theatre  tiptm  which  to    ently  with  the  state  of  my  health,  to  gain  infor- 
disnlay  his  abilities  and  gratify  his  ambition.  mation.  and  have  listened  with  attention  to  the 

A  word  more  to  that  gt-nileman,  and  I  have  speeches  in  this  House,  and  to  many  of  those  in 
done.  Uuring  the  war  I  saw  his  exertions,  and  I  the  Senate:  and  I  may  unintentionally  confound 
loved  him.  He  was  aiding  my  country  with  pa-  what  I  have  heard  in  the  two  places,  for  I  have 
tnotism  and  ability.  She  needed  such  aid,  and  taken  no  notes  of  any  thing  that  has  fallen  from 
as  1  loved  that  country,  I  als^o  loved  him.     But,  1    any  gentleman. 

fear,  he  is  presumingr  upon  the  character  he  then        Mr.  Chairman,  the  present  amendment  doe^  not 
acquired;  is  taking  liberties  with  others  not  to  be    inu^rfcre  with  the  slaves  now  held  by  the  inhab- 
sanctioned.     Yet,  sir  I  will  not  .say  to  him,  as  the  ■  itants  of  Missouri ;  but,  by  its  operation  their  off- 
poet  said  to  his  once  loved  mistress,  that  |  spring  will  be  free.     The  cause  in  which  we  are 
"  When  I  lov'd  yon.  I  can't  but  sllow                    j  embarked  i>  just,  as  its  object  is  to  afford  to  the 
I  bad  many  an  cxqoisitc  minute,                         '  descendants  of  an  unhappy  race  tho.se  enjoyments 
But  the  contempt  that  I  feel  for  you  now  that  heaven  intended  to  give  than.     But  we  are 
Hath  far  more  luxury  in  it."                                '  met  on  the  threshold  of  the  discus.sion,  and  told  that 

No.  sir,  it  might  seem  too  severe.  But  I  will  Congress  has  no  right  to  legislate  on  the  subject ; 
lake  leave  to  refresh  his  memory  in  relation  to  '  '*  '^  ^^^^  t'»at  ^he  power  is  too  large ;  it  has  been 
j^me  good  advice, flowing  from. a  nigh  and  vener-  |  ff>nipared  to  an  ocean,  and  that  Congress  ought 
ated  source :  "  Judge  not  le.'Jt  ye  be  judged,  for  'i  "*^*  *o  be  iiitrusted  with  it,  th«'  danger  of  its  being 
'  with  what  iudcment  ye  judge  others  shall  ye  be  j  abused  is  so  great.  It  is  contended  that,  if  Con- 
'  also  ludged.  Point  not  at  the  mote  in  the  eyes  ;  ?Tess  possess  thi>  power,  they  might  descend  to  the 
'  of  others,  while  there  is  a i)cam  in  thy  own  ;  it  i  minutest  acts  of  legislation,  and  introduce  new 
*  is  the  province  of  hypocrites  so  to  do."  «t«t«o  ;„.„  ,u^  it„;„.,  ^^  .„„-„  a^ 


Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  done. 


Satcroay,  February  5. 

Mr.  Meigs  submitted  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution: 

Whereas  Klavery  in  the  United  States  is  an  evil  of 


... ^.  ..^ —  —    •-&••• 1  -"-    ..-..^^.^v,^   ••■,.,» 

fetates  into  the  Union  as  mere  dwarfs,  stript  of  all 

j  the  grandeur  of  .sovereignty. 

I      I  acknowledge  that  it  is  difficult  to  answer  these 

;  general  observations,  this  reasoning  against  the  ex- 

j  isteiiee  of  power  from  the  possibility  of  its  abuse. 

There  is  but  one  way  that  I  know  of  to  give  any 

thing  like  an  answer,  and  that  is,  by  saying,  in  the 

same  general  terms,  that  this  power  is  a  near  reJa- 


« 


IHf 


1115 


H.  or  R. 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1116 


Admi$si<m  of  MitmimH, 


Fkbruary,  1820. 


tion  to  ail  other  powens,  and  that  powers  of  every 
description  are  liable  to  be  abused. 

Congress  possesses  a  string  of  powers,  all  of 
which  might  be  abused.  Among  others  it  posses- 
ses the  power  to  levy  and  collect  ta.xes,  to  borrow 
money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
declare  war.  The  powers  to  collect  taxes  and  to 
declare  war  give  to  Congress  a  command  over  the 
purse  and  the  sword  of  the  nation.  These  pow- 
ers, if  wickedly  exercised,  might  not  only  jeopard- 
ize, but  might  put  an  end  to  the  existence  of  the 
Grovernmenl.  To  make  a  comparison  of  the  priv- 
ilege of  merely  changing  the  relations  of  a  Terri- 
tory into  a  State,  upon  certain  stipulations,  with 
the  powers  just  mentioned,  would  be,  truly,  like 
comparing  a  star  to  the  sun. 

The  President  and  Senate  also  possess  impor- 
tant powers,  which,  pliysically  speaking,  might 
easily  be  abused;  instead  of  appointing  men  of 
virtue  to  office,  they  might  fill  them  with  the  vilest 
malefactors  of  the  nation.  But  is  there  any  danger 
of  all  this  ?  '      ^ 

Congress  being,  then,  expressly  intrusted  with 
.^uch  vast  powers,  is  it  not  a  very  feeble  argument 
to  urge  the  pos.sible  abuse  of  power  agiiinst  its  ex- 
istence in  a  minor  case,  even  if  it  were  a  doubtful 
one? 

I  have  jjone  far  enough  for  my  purpose,  as  I  wish 
to  be  briet  on  each  head  of  my  argument. 

Is  there,  then,  any  cause  of  alarui  in  regard  to 
the  power  in  question  ?  How  can  there  be,  as  no- 
thing can  be  done  without  the  assent  of  those  who 
are  applying  to  compose  a  State  ?  It  is  not  an  act 
of  ordinary  legislation,  but  a  mere  act  of  compact 
and  agreement — and  can  it  for  a  moment  be  sup- 
posed that  Congress  will  ever  insist  on  any  terms, 
except  such  as  may  affect  the  republican  character 
of  the  Government,  or  some  other  important  in- 
terest of  the  nation  ;  and,  on  such  occasions,  why 
shall  the  people  be  deprived  of  the  right  to  pass 
tlieir  judgment  through  their  immediate  represen- 
tatives ? 

As  to  another  remark,  that  an  act  of  Congress 
will  be  irrevocable,  and  without  responsibility,  the 
position  is  incorrect ;  the  inhabitants  are  under  no  ob- 
ligation to  accept  the  terms  proposed  by  Congress ; 
they  may  appeal  to  the  people,  who,  if  displeased 
with  their  representatives,  can  change  them ;  and, 
even  if  the  terms  are  accepted,  they  can  be  altered 
by  the  consent  of  both  parties. 

After  these  observations,  I  think  I  am  at  liberty 
to  confine  myself  to  the  particular  amendment  be- 
fore the  Committee. 

But,  it  has  been  said,  that  even  this  condition  in 
restraint  of  slavery,  would  manacle  a  limb  of  the 
sovereignty  of  the  proposed  State  of  Missouri,  and 
bring  her  into  the  Union  as  an  object  of  scorn, 
altogether  uiiworthy  of  the  association  of  her  sister 
States.  This  picture  is  most  unnaturally  drawn  ; 
it  ought  rather  to  have  represented  her  as  the  god- 
dess of  liberty,  a  being  incapable,  from  the  compo- 
sition of  her  nature  of  doing  wrong,  in  this  respect, 
and  yet,  deprived  of  no  pofilical  strength  ;  if  any 
of  her  sister  States  should  disdain  to  associate  with 
"^f>  ij^e  general  spirit  of  the  age  would  condemn 
^"cM<^y  pretensions. 


Our  ancestors  treated  this  subject  in  the  true 
light  in  which  lil>erty  and  slavery  ought  always  to 
be  considered  ;  but,  is  the  spirit  that  warmed  their 
breasts  to  pa.ss  for  nothing?  Is  the  ordinance  of 
1787  to  be  reproached  as  a  mere  usurpation,  and 
nothing  more?  Let  us  at  least  condescend  to  inquire 
into  these  first  principles,  and  afterwards  we  can 

'  perceive  whether  they  apply  to  this  particular  case 
or  not. 

I  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  beg  leave  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Committee  to  the  peculiar  kind  of 
sovereignty  that  is  to  be  withheld  from  the  pro- 
posed State  of  Missouri.  It  is  pretended  that  she 
will  be  deprived  of  the  right  of  holding  man  in 
bondage.  But  how  can  this  be  deemed  a  right? 
It  is  nothing  more  than  a  tyrannical  abuse  of  sov- 
ereignty ;  all  the  laws  on  earth  cannot  make  a 
right  of  it.  When  a  people  are  overcome  and  en- 
slaved for  want  of  ability  to  resist,  they  do  not  lose 
their  rights,  the  laws  of  the  oppressing  country 

;  take  from  them  their  remedy — they  are  not  held 

1  as  slaves,  because  they  have  no  rights,  but  they  are 
held  by  force,  and.  because  there  is  no  remedy  in 
their  power. 

I  may  be  told  that  it  is  an  attribute  of  sover- 

,  eignty  to  judge  for  itself  as  to  what  is  right  and 
what  IS  wrong.  This  is  true  in  the  abstract ;  still 
sovereignty  has  its  limits.  In  Vattel,  I  read  "that 
'  all  nations  have  a  right  to  repel  by  force  what 
'  openly  violates  the  laws  of  society  which  nature 
■  has  established  among  them,  or  that  directly  at- 
'  tacks  the  welfare  and  safety  of  that  society.'' 

And,  sir,  may  I  not  ask  what  can  more  directly 
attack  the  welfare  of  society  than  to  hold  a  race 
of  people  in  bondage  ? 

•  If  the  State  of  New  York,  or  any  other  State, 
should  enslave  the  small  tribes  of  Indans  within 
their  limits,  would  the  other  parts  of  the  Union 
acquiesce  ?     Would  it  not  rather  be  considered  as 

I  offending  against  divine  and  human  justice,  than 
'  as  the  exercise  of  any  right  of  sovereignty  ?  It  is 
I  a  right  that  does  not  belong  to  the  constituents, 

•  and  of  coursf  cannot  be  deputed  to  the  Supreme 
'  head. 

I  do  not  make  these  remarks  as  applicable  to 
I  the  present  condition  of  slaveholding  States.  After 
what  has  passed.  Congress  cannot  interfere  with 
their  slaves  without  their  own  consent ;  and  I  am 
willing  to  go  further,  and  to  say  that,  independent- 
ly of  the  Constitution,  the  slaveholding  States 
have  acquired,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression, 
a  certain  kind  of  rights  which  have  grown  up  out 
of  original  wrongs;  they  have  the  right  now  of 
self-preservation,  and  of  domestic  tranquillity  and 
peace,  as  a  sudden  and  general  emancipation,  or 
even  a  material  laxity  of  their  laws,  might  lead  to 
dangerous  and  bloody  consequence.";,  and  in  these 
rights  thev  must  be  protected  by  the  arm  of  the 
General  Government,  if  any  occasion  should  re- 
quire it,  until  some  plan  can  befallen  upon  for  the 
gradual  abolition  ofslavery. 

But  we  find  the  inhabitants  of  Missouri  under 
very  different  circumstances.  With  them  no  such 
danger  exists ;  the  children  of  their  slaves,  hereaf- 
ter born,  can  be  made  free  with  as  much  facility 
as  those   that  were   similarly   circumstanced   in 
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Pennsylvania.    When  the  inhabitants  of  Missouri, 
then,  apply  to  be  admitted  as  a  State  in  the  Union, 
IS  it  not  our  duty,  and  do  not  the  sacred  laws  of 
nature  call  upon  us  to  look  back  to  these  first  prin- 
ciples ?    As  to  the  sovereignty,  of  which  she  would 
be  deprived,  if  we  allow  to  the  opposite  side  the  lar- 
gest scope,  it  would  be  only  thatofsaying  for  herself 
whether  or  no  she  would' do  a  wrong  of  a  political 
cast  that  would  reflect  dishonor  on  the  nation  ;  for 
it  must  dishonor  any  nation  to  spread  slavery,  un- 
less there  is  an  absolute  neces.sity  for  it.     In  such 
a  case,  shall  we  be  over  nice  and  scrupulous,  and 
fear  to  act,  unless  we  find  the  power  in  the  Con- 
stitution in  so  many  words — is  it  not  sufficient,  if 
It  IS  found  by  a  fair  and  reasonable  construction  ? 
The  questions  before  the  Committee,  as  I  divide 
them,  are  two :  does  Congress  possess  the  power 
of  admitting  the  inhabitants  of  Missouri  to  com- 
pose a  Slate,  and,  at  the  same  time,  annexing  a 
condition  in  restraint  ofslavery  ? 

If  the  power  belongs  to  Congress,  is  it  good  pol- 
icy, under  all  thecircumstances,  to  exerciseit?  With 
rejgard  to  the  Territories,  the  language  of  the  Con- 
stitution is  explicit,  and  no  question  can  exist.   But 
it  is  said  that,  when  a  new  State  is  to  be  admitted 
into  the  Union,  there  is  a  restraint  imposed  on 
Congress,  and  that,  in  such  a  case,  it  can  only  act 
by  way  of  negation  or  affirmation.    Had  Congress 
been  destined  to  such  narrow  limits,  some  peculiar 
phraseology  would  have  been  used  by  the  Con- 
vention, corresponding  with  such  a  simple  nega- 
tive or  affirmative  authority  ;  and  the  Constitution 
would  not  have  contained  the  general  expression, 
that  the  new  States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Con- 
gress into  the  Union.    Let  us  for  a  moment  ascend 
to  the  fountain  of  this  power— it  must  have  be- 
longed originally  to  the  |)eople  of  the  States,  and 
wherever  it  existed  it  was  comprehensive  and  ple- 
nary—under the  old  Confederation,  the  people  or 
the  States  could  have  admitted  a  new  State  to  par- 
ticipate with  them  on  any  terms  or  conditions  they 
pleased,  it  would  have  been  a  matter  of  discretion 
on  both  sides,  a  mere  compact,  and,  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  new  Constitution,  the  members  of  the 
Convention  were  authorized  to  say  how  much  of 
this  full  and  original  power  should  vest  in  Con- 
gress, and,  by  the  general  grant,  the  whole  passed, 
unless  It  IS  restricted  in  some  other  part  of  the 
same  instrument.     Is  there  any  division  of  this 
original  power,  unless  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  way 
I  have  mentioned  ? 

i  will  now,  sir,  endeavor  to  make  a  more  accu- 
rate examination  of  the  Constitutional  question, 
and,  to  accomplish  this,  it  will  be  essential  to  take 
a  retrospective  view  of  some  public  proceedings 
which  look  place  about  the  period  of  its  adoption. 
It  is  of  importance  to  be  acquainted  with  the  lights 
furnished  to  the  Convention  on  this  interesting 
subject. 

The  first  public  act  I  shall  refer  to,  is  the  resolve 
of  Congress  of  the  10th  of  October,  1780. 

"Resolved,  That  the  unappropriated  lands  that 
may  be  ceded  or  relinquished  to  the  United  States,  by 
any  particular  State,  pursuant  to  the  recomtnendati.>n 
of  Congress  of  the  6lh  of  September  laat,  shall  lie  dis- 
porcd  of  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  United  States, 
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and  be  settled  and  formed  into  distinct  repubhcaa 
buies.  which  shall  become  members  of  the  Federal 
Union,  and  have  the  same  righu  of  sovereignly,  free- 
dom.  and  independence,  as  the  other  States;  that  each 
Slate  which  shall  be  so  formed,  cball  conUin  a  suitable 
extent  of  terntory,  not  less  than  one  hundred,  nor  more 
than  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  square,  or  as  near 
thereto  as  circumsJances  will  admit;  that  the  neces- 
Mry  and  rpasonabic  expense  which  any  particular 
Stale  shall  have  incurred,  since  the  comroencement  of 
the  present  war,  in  subduing  any  British  posu  or  in 
maintaining  forU  or  garrisons  within,  and  for  the  de- 
fence, or  in  acquiring  any  part  of  the  territory  that 
may  be  ceded  or  relinquished  to  the  United  Suies 
shall  be  reimbursed;  that  the  said  lands  shall  be  grant- 
ed  or  settled  at  such  limes  and  under  such  regulations 
as  shall  hereaAer  be  agreed  on  by  the  United  State* 
in  Congress  assembled,  or  any  nine  or  more  of  them." 

The  State  of  New  York  made  its  cession  on 
the  1st  of  March,  1781. 

In  1783  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  passed- an 
act  authorizing  the  Cession  of  the  right  of  that 
State  to  the  territory,  with  certain  reservations, 
and  with  this  condition :         • 

"  That  the  territory  so  ceded  shall  be  laid  out  and 
formed  into  States  containing  a  suitable  citent  of  ter- 
ritory, not  less  than  a  hundred,  nor  more  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  square ;  and  that  the  Slates 
so  formed  shall  be  distinct  republican  States,  and  ad- 
milled  members  of  the  Federal  Union,  having  the 
same  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  independ- 
ence, as  the  other  .States." 

There  was  an  ordinance  in  1784,  for  the  goT- 
ernmcnt  of  the  territory,  but  it  was  annulled  hv 
the  ordinance  of  1787,  and  is  not  material.  The 
cession  of  Massachusetts  was  made  on  the  19th 
of  April,  1785,  and  that  of  Connecticut  on  the 
14th  of  September,  1786;  in  fhe.se  there  is  nothing 
material ;  but  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  mention 
them  in  the  order  of  their  dates. 

The  next  public  act,  in  order  of  time,  is  a  re- 
solve of  Congress  of  the  7th  of  July,  1786. 

Jiaoived,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is.  recommeded  to 
the   Legislature  of  Virginiu.   to  Uke  into  considera- 
tion their  act  of  cession,  and  revise  the  same,  so  far  •■ 
to  empower  the  United  Slates,  in  Congress  assembled, 
lo  make  such  a  division  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
Slates  lying  northerly  and  westerly  of  the  river  Ohio, 
into  distinct  republican  Slates,  not  more  than  five,  nor 
less  than  three,  as   the  situation   of  that  country  and 
future  circumstances  may  require;  which  Stntes  shall 
hereafter  become  members  of  ihe  Federal  Union,  and 
have  the  same  right  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  in- 
dependence,   as    the    original    SUtes,   in    conformity 
with  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the   10th  October. 
1780."  • 

The  ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio,  IS  the  next  act  on  the  subject,  and  is  dated 
13thof  July,  1787. 

I  may  be  permitted  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee,  particularly,  to  the  introductory  part 
to  the  six  articles,  and  to  the  fifth  and  sixth  articles 
of  the  ordinance.  The  introductory  part,  to  which 
I  allude,  is  in  the  following  words: 

"And  for  extending  the  fundamental  principles  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty,  which  form  the  basis  where- 
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on  theae  repnblica,  their  laws,  and  conttitations,  are 
erected  ;  to  fix  and  establish  those  principles  as  the 
basis  of  all  laws,  constitutions,  and  governnoenta, 
which  for  ever  hereafter  shall  be  formed  in  the  said 
territory;  to  provide  also  for  the  establishment  of 
States,  and  permanent  t^overnment  therein,  and  for 
their  admission  to  a  ebare  in  the  Federal  Councils, 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  at  as 
early  periods  as  ma^  be  consistent  with  the  general 
interest :  It  is  hereby  ordained  and  declared,  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  that  the  following  articles  shsll  be 
considered  as  articles  of  compact,  between  the  original 
States  and  the  people  and  States  in  the  said  territory, 
and  fbrever  remain  unalterable,  unless  by  common  con- 
sent." "  -     . 

The  6th  article  is  the  one  which  relates  to 
slavery.     It  declares  that — 

"There  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary 
servitude  in  the  said  Territory,  otherwii^e  than  in  the 
punishment  of  crimes,  whereof  the  party  shall  be  duly 
convicted :  Provided  always,  iThat  any  person  escap- 
ing into  the  same,  from  whom  labor  or  service  is  law- 
fully claimed  in  any  one  of  the  original  States,  such 
fugitive  may  be  lawfdlly  reclaimed  and  conveyed  to 
the  person  claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  service  as 
aforesaid." 

The  first  part  of  the  fifth  article  relates  to  the 
division  of  the  territory  into  States  according  to 
the  recommendation  of  Congress  to  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Virginia,  and  then  concludes  in  the  follow- 
ing language: 

"And  whenever  any  of  the  said  States  shall  have 
60,000  free  inhabitanu  therein,  such  State  shall  be 
admitted,  by  its  delegates,  into  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  un  an  equal  fooling  with  the  original 
States  in  all  respects  whatever;  and  shall  be  at  liberty 
to  form  a  permanent  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment :  Provided,  That  the  constitution  and  govern- 
ment, so  to  be  formed,  shall  be  republican,  and  in 
conformity  to  the  principles  contained  in  these  articles, 
and,  so  far  as  it  can  be,  consistent  with  the  general 
interest  of  the  Confederacy,  such  admission  shall  be 
allowed  at  an  earlier  period,  and  when  there  may  be 
a  less  number  of  free  inhaoitants  in  the  State  than 
60,000." 

The  language  of  the  ordinance  is,  that  the 
States  shall  be  admitted  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States  in  all  respects  whatever:  but, 
the  ordinance  has  affixed  its  own  meaning  to 
these  strong  and  comprehensive  words,  and  in  the 
same  sentence  has  annexed  a  proviso  that  the 
constitution  and  government,  so  to  be  formed, 
shall  be  republican,  and  in  conformity  to  the  prin- 
ciples contained  in  these  articles:  and  can  there  be 
a  more  important  principle  tiian  the  one  which 
relates  to  slavery  1  It  embraced  the  whole  of  one 
article.  Can  the  meaning  or  language  be  more 
plain  ?  And  ought  it  not  to  Ite  the  standard  of  in- 
terpretation on  future  occasions?  The  Old  Con- 
gress looked  upon  these  articles  as  composing  an 
immutable  foundation  on  which  every  future  po- 
litical ediiice  was  to  be  erected.  It  appears  that 
it  did  not  occur  to  them  that  the  true  rights  of 
sovereignty  were  infringed  by  these  humane  pro- 
visions. And  to  this  solemn  act,  to  this  clear  and 
Pij^icil  understanding  on  the  subject,  the  Legisla- 


ture of  Virginia  afterwards  gave  its  free  consent, 
on  the  clOth  December,  1788.  Again,  then,  we 
have  the  opinion  of  another  body,  that  a  restric- 
tion, as  to  slavery,  doe«  not  impair  republican 
sovereignty;  and  how  is  it  possible  that  it  should  ? 

At  this  stage  of  my  remarks,  I  beg  leave  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Coimnittee  to  the  period  ia 
i  which  the  Convention  saL 

I  The  ordinance  is  dated  the  13th  July,  1787.  The 
Convention  convened  at  Philadelphia  on  the  4th 
May,  1787,  and  reported  a  constitution  to  Con- 
gress, then  sitting  in  New  York,  on  the  17th  Sep- 
tember, 1787.  Thus,  it  app<»rs  that  both  bodies 
were  in  session  at  the  .same  time.  Of  course,  the 
Convention  was  well  acquainted  with  the  ordi- 
nance, and  it  is  most  probable  that  it  was  agreed 
to  at  that  particular  period  so  interesting  to  our 
country,  as  a  measure  of  conciliation,  with  the 
expectation  that  it  would  produce  its  merited  in- 
fluence in  the  formation  oi  the  Constitution. 

Possessed  of  this  knowedge,and  actuated  by  the 
feelings  of  that  period,  what  did  the  Convention 
mean  by  the  word  States  ?  Its  language  is  "  that 
new  States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress  into 
the  Union.'' 

The  graat  of  power  is  general,  and  it  was  known 
at  the  same  instant  that  new  States  were  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union,  upon  the  very  condition 
embraced  in  the  amendment. 

So  far,  then,  as  respects  a  restriction  against 
slavery,  it  amounts  to  matter  of  fact,  that  the  Con- 
vention did  intend  that  new  States  might  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  on  that  condition.  Again, 
the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  after  the  existence  of 
the  Constitution,  entertained  the  same  opinion  ;  as, 
on  the  30th  December,  1788.  they  adopted  the  5th 
article  of  the  ordinance  rerbalin,  and  by  it  States 
were  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  with  this  restric- 
tion, and  of  course  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Virginia  that  these  States  could  be  admit- 
ted into  the  Union,  under  the  genera)  clause  in  the 
Constitution. 

But  it  is  urged  that  the  word  State  contains 
something  in  itself  in  opposition  to  our  construc- 
tion :  that  it  means  an  exact  entireaes.s,  and  that 
State  is  the  same  as  a  nation.  As  to  this,  a  State 
in  our  Union  is  not  the  same  as  a  nation,  for  part 
of  its  sovereignty  is  given  to  the  (Jeneral  Goveri»- 
ment ;  and  as  to  the  idea  of  entireness,  it  is  refuted, 
not  only  by  the  explanation  I  have  given,  but  by 
another  part  of  the  Constitution.  The  migration 
or  importation  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States 
now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not 
be  prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1808; 
but,  on  the  admission  of  a  new  State  into  the 
Union,  at  an  early  period,  the  migration  or  impor- 
tation could  have  bt'en  prohibited  to  it  prior  to  the 
year  1808  ;  so  that  it  would  not  have  been  on  an 
exact  fooling  with  the  other  States. 

The  members  of  the  Convention  seem  to  have 
studied  brevity  in  their  expressions;  they  did  not 
discriminate  as  to  terms  or  conditions,  precedent 
or  subsequent;  the  general  grant  included  the 
modes  and  manner.  The  journals  of  the  Conven- 
tion also  throw  light  upon  this  view  of  the  ques- 
tion j   the  clause  did  originally  contain  restrictive 
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words:  it  at  first  declared,  that  "the  Legislature 
'  sliall  have  power  to  admit  new  States  into  the 
'  Union,  on  the  same  terms  with  the  original  States, 
'  provided  two-thirds  of  the  number  present  in  both 
'  Houses  agree ;"  but,  the  words  "  on  the  same 
'  terms  with  the  original  States" afterwards  disap- 
pear, and  the  latter  part  of  the  clau^e  is  alsochanged, 
Ko  as  to  make  it  a  mere  subject  of  legislation. 

It  has  been  contended,  and  I  think  it  was  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Smyth,)  that  two 
certain  clauses  in  the  Constitution  aided  their  con- 
struction; the  one  that  allows  slaves  to  be  repre- 
sented, and  the  other  that  directs  that  persons  escap- 
ing from  labor  shall  b^  delivered  up.  But  this  ex- 
planation of  the  Constitution  is  a  begging  of  the 
main  question,  which  is,  Can  a  State  be  admitted 
mto  the  Union  on  condition  or  terms  7  If  so,  it 
may  be  admiUed  on  the  condition  that  there  sliall 
be  no  slavery ;  and,  in  such  an  event,  there  will  be 
none  to  be  represented,  or  to  escape  from  labor. 
Missouri,  in  her  character  of  State,  will  have  no 
slaves  as  far  as  respects  those  hereafter  to  be  born. 
The  Constitution  imposes  no  obligation  on  a  State 
to  hold  slaves,  as  it  does  that  a  State  shall  have 


two  Senators.     If  it  should  refuse  to  send  them, 
It  would  be  virtually  wilhdra\^^ng  from  the  Union. 

But  it  is  asked,  where  is  our  construction  to  be 
bounded  ?  In  the  first  place  it  is  harmless,  becau.«ie 
It  will  be  bounded  by  the  agreement  of  the  parties  ; 
and,  according  to  my  present  impressicns,  Consti- 
tutional boundaries  exist.  — ^-^y 

I  will  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  this 
general  position,  that  where  the  Constitution  has 
granted  certain  rights  to  States,  and  has  denied  to 
the  States  certain  other  rights,  in  such  cases  Con- 
gress can  neither  enlarge  nor  abridge,  as  for  in- 
stance : 

The  United  States  shall  guaranty  to  every  State 
in  this  Union  a  republican  form  ofgoverninent. 

The  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to 
all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  the  citizens  in 
the  several  States. 

Each  Stote  to  have  two  Senators,  and  to  have 
R^resentatives  according  to  the  mode  prescribed. 

Full  faith  and  credit  .shall  be  given  in  each  State 
to  the  public  acts,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings, 
of  every  other  State. 

A  person  charged  m  any  Sute  with  treason, 
felony,  or  other  crime,  who  shall  flee  from  justice, 
and  be  found  in  another  State,  shall,  on  demand 
of  the  Executive  authority  of  the  State  from  which 
he  fled,  be  delivered  up,  to  be  removed  to  the  State 
having  jurisdiction  of  the  crime. 

No  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State, 
under  the  laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall, 
in  consequence  of  any  law  or  regulation  therein, 
be  discharged  from  such  service  or  labor,  but  shall 
be  delivered  up  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom 
such  service  or  labor  may  be  due.  Each  State  is 
entitled  also  to  all  the  privileges  and  advantages 
contained  in  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  ^  many  instances  in 
which  restrictions  or  injunctions  are  imposed  on 
the  States,  and  the  two  clauses  just  mentioned  are, 
m  part,  of  this  description.  The  Constitution  far- 
thet  declares,  that — 
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*  ^o  Sute  shall  enter  into  any  treaty,  alHance,  ar 
Confederacy;  grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisals; 
com  money  ;  emit  bills  of  credit;  make  any  thing  but 
gold  and  silver  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of  debU  \ 
pass  any  bill  of  attainder,  ex />o#</ac/o  law,  or  any  law 
impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts,  or  grant  any  titla 
of  nobility  ;  no  Sute  shall,  » ilhout  the  consent  of  Con- 
grcss,  lay  any  imposts  on  imports  or  exports  ;  noStata 
shall,  without  the  consent  of  Congress,  lay  any  duly 
on  tonnage,  keep  troops  or  ships  of  war  in  time  of 
peace  ;  enter  into  any  agreement  or  compact  with 
another  State,  or  with  a  foreign  Power ;  or  engage  in 
any  war,  unless  actually  invaded,  or  in  such  imminent 
danger  as  will  not  admit  of  delay." 

The  President  slwll  be  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  militia  of  the  several  States,  when  called  into 
actual  service  of  the  United  States. 

In  ail  such  cases  where  privileges  are  granted  ta 
the  States,  as  growing  out  of  the  Constitution,  an4 
where  certain  rights  of  sovereignty  are  taken  from 
the  Slates,  Congress,!  should  think,  couli  not  in- 
terfere. These  compose  indispensable  character- 
istics of  a  confederated  State  in  our  Union;  aivd 
if  a  State  should  be  admitted  into  the  Union  on^ 
any  other  terms,  I  should  think  it  would  not  be  a, 
State  within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution. 

But,  what  is  there  in  the  Constitution  to  prevent 
Congress  from  proposing  terms,  and  exercising  its 
sound  discretion  in  all  other  respects? 

In  the  Constitution  it  is  .said,  that  the  "enumer- 
'  ation  of  certain  rights  shall  not  be  construed  to 
'  deny  or  disparage  others  retained  by  the  people: 
'  and  that  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United 
•  Sutes  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it 
'  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States,  respect- 
'  ivelvr,  or  to  the  people," 

What  is  there  for  these  clauses  to  operate  upon? 
The  people  possessed  the  full  power,  they  granted 
it  to  Congress  in  general  terms,  and  in  other  parts 
of  the  same  instrument  pointed  out  wherein  Con- 
gress should  be  restricted  in  the  exercise  of  lliia 
j)Ower;  if  there  are  any  other  restrictions,  it  is  in- 
cumbent on  our  opponents  to  show  them.     The 
work,  to  me,  appears  to  be  complete  and  finished, 
and  that  no  other  line  can  be  drawn.     Congress 
has  a  right  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  natu- 
ralization, and  uniform  laws  on  the  subject  oi 
bankruptcies.     In  these  instances  the  restriction  is 
contained  in  the  same  clause  that  makes  the  grant, 
but  if  there  had  been  no  restriction,  the  power  of 
Congress  would  have  been  full,  and  commensurate 
with  the  nature  of  the  subject,  as  in  the  grant  of 
the  power  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  na- 
tions.    So,  in  the  present  case,  does  not  the  gen- 
eral grant  give  all  the  power  on  the  subject  that 
is  not  restricted  by  the  other  parts  of  the  Consti- 
tution ] 

And  how  can  any  serious  danger  of  the  abuse  of 
this  power  exist,  wnen  the  consent  of  both  parties 
must  be  obtained  ?  And  when  there  can  be  no  in- 
ducement on  the  part  of  Congress  to  propose  terms 
that  would  materially  aflect  the  body  of  the  muni- 
cipal code,  why  insist  on  taking  powers  from  a 
State  that  Congress  itself  could  not  enjoy  ?  Con- 
gress has  no  exclusive  jurisdiction  except  in  the 
ten  Diile^  square,  and  in  other  cases  can  only  legis- 
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late  on  the  Federal  powers  granted.  Terms  will 
never  be  insisted  upon,  except  as  to  some  impor- 
tant interest  that  may  affect  the  nation  in  general; 
it  is  beyond  any  calculation  of  probability,  that 
Congress  would  ever  wish  to  make  material  inroads 
upon  the  body  of  the  municipal  code. 

From  the  nature  of  things,  when  the  grantor  is 
not  obliged  to  act,  the  grantee  cannot  make  his 
own  terms,  and  shall  the  parties  be  denied  the  pri- 
vilege of  endeavoring  to  come  to  such  an  unaer- 
standing  as  may  be  satisfactory  to  both  ? 

In  this  light,  the  power  has  oeen  considered  and 
practised  upon  by  many  legislative  bodies  of  the 
nation  for  a  period  of  about  thirty  years. 

The  ordinance  itself,  of  1797,  has  undergone  re- 
peated recognitions.  But,  it  has  been  reproached 
as  the  production  of  usurped  power.  This  is  an 
assertion  without  proof;  the  States  had  relinquish- 
ed all  right  and  jurisdiction  over  this  Territory, 
and  there  existed  no  capacity  of  self-government 
or  organization ;  under  such  circumstances,  it  could 
not  be  irregular  for  Congress  to  act,  particularly  as 
the  cessions  were  made  by  virtue  of  the  resolve  of 
Congress  of  the  10th  of  October,  1780,  which  con- 
tained this  clause:  that  the  said  lands  shall  be 
"  granted  or  settled  at  .such  times  and  under  such 
'  regulations  as  shall  hereafter  be  agreed  on  by  the 
*  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  or  any 
'  nine  or  more  of  them."  And,  independently  of 
this,  the  first  Congress  after  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution,  which  had  express  power  to  make  all 
needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  Terri- 
tory, recognised  the  ordinance  bypassing  a  supple- 
mentary act ;  and  the  State  of  Virginia,  also,  after 
the  Constitution,  on  the  30th  December,  1788, 
adopted  it  by  agreeing  to  the  5th  article  verbatim, 
which  has  reference  to  all  the  articles,  and  con- 
tains in  itself  the  important  proviso  that  the  Con- 
stitution and  Government  so  to  be  formed  shall  be 
republican,  and  in  conformity  to  the  principles  con- 
tained in  these  articles;  in  addition  to  this,  it  has 
been  recognised  by  three  different  Congresses,  on 
the  admissions  of  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois,  into  the  Union  ;  and  by  those  three  bodies 
of  people  in  the  acceptance  of  their  admission  into 
the  Union  agreeably  to  its  provisions.  There  are 
many  other  instances  of  its  recognition,  which 
make  it  sufficient  to  quiet  even  a  doubtful  question, 
for  the  sake  of  stability  in  human  affairs,  and  for 
the  repose  and  happiness  of  society. 

That  States  may  be  admitted  into  the  Union 
upon  condition,  we  have  precedents  in  the  case 
of  every  State  that  has  been  admitted,  except  Ver- 
mont. 

In  1791,  Kentucky  was  form«d  out  of  Virginia, 
and  admitted  into  the  Union  on  certain  terras  and 
conditions  imposed  upon  her  by  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

Whether  the  terms  are  agreed  upon  between 
the  old  and  new  State,  is  not  material,  as  Congress 
acquiesces,  and  the  State  is  actually  admitted  on 
the  condition,  which  is  known  and  considered 
obligatory.  But,  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
(Mr.  Hardin)  says,  that  the  tenns  would  not  have 
been  obligatory,  if  provision  had  not  been  made  in 
the  constitution  of  Kentucky  for  tliat  purpose.     I J 


cannot  assent  to  this  position ;  the  compact  was 
the  basis  on  which  Kentucky  came  into  the  Union, 
and  it  by  no  means  impairs  sovereignty  to  comply 
with  contracts ;  and  the  people  who  wish  to  com- 
pase  a  State  are  equally  competent  to  make  a 
contract  at  the  instant  of  its  creation  as  afterwards ; 
in  each  case  the  power  exis>ts,  and  there  is  no  co- 
ercion in  the  one  more  than  in  the  other. 

In  June,  1796,  Tennessee  was  admitted  into  the 
Union.  This  State  was  formed  out  of  the  terri- 
tory that  had  been  ceded  by  North  Carolina,  to  be 
governed  by  the  ordinance  of  1787,  except  as  to 
the  6th  article,  which  prohibits  slavery.  The  ex- 
cepting of  this  article,  by  the  States  of  North 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  manifests  plainly  their  un- 
derstanding on  the  subject ;  yet,  where  new  States 
were  formed  out  of  old  ones,  it  would  have  been 
wanton  in  Congress  to  endeavor  to  impose  the  re- 
striction as  to  slavery. 

In  1802,  Ohio  was  admitted  into  the  Union  on 
conditions. 

In  April,  1812,  Louisiana  was  admitted  into  the 
Union.  The  act  contains  this  important  sentence: 
''  That  the  above  condition,  and  ail  the  other  con- 
'  ditions  and  terms  contained  in  the  third  section 
'  of  the  act,  the  title  whereof  is  hereinbefore  recit- 
'  ed,  shall  be  considered,  deemed,  and  taken,  fun- 
'  damental  conditions  and  terms,  upon  which  such 
'  State  is  incor|)orated  in  the  Union." 

In  1816,  Indiana  was  admitted  into  the  Union 
on  condition. 

In  December,  1817,  Mississippi  was  admitted 
into  the  Union,  and  among  other  conditions  are 
these :  that  lands  sold  by  Congress  shall  be  exempt 
from  taxes  for  Hve  years,  and  that  non-residtnts 
shall  not  be  taxed  higher  Jbr  their  lands  than 
residents. 

In  December,  1818,  Illinois  was  admitted  into 
the  Union,  agreeably  to  the  ordinance  of  1787. 

In  the  present  session,  Alabama  has  been  admit- 
ted into  the  Union  on  condition. 

The  fourth  section  of  the  bill  on  the  table  con- 
tains a  proviso  that  no  tax  shall  be  im|X)sed  on 
lands  the  property  of  the  United  StateN ;  and  in  no 
case  shall  non-resident  proprietors  be  taxed  higher 
than  residents.  This  is  the  very  principle  for 
which  we  are  contending. 

The  conditions  I  have  just  mentioned  have  been 
imposed  on  every  State  that  has  been  admitted 
into  the  Union  since  the  Constitution,  except,  I  be- 
lieve, two.  The  conditions  I  mean  are,  that  lands 
sold  by  Congress  shall  be  exempt  from  taxes  for 
five  years,  and  that  the  lands  of  non-residents  shall 
not  be  taxed  higher  than  the  lands  of  residents. 
Do  not  these  impugn  sovereignty  in  an  indefinitely 
higher  degree  than  the  condition  in  restraint  of 
slavery  ?  The  private  rights  of  soil  of  course  re- 
main with  the  former  proprietors,  but  the  domin- 
ion— the  right  of  taxation — is  a  prerogative  of  sov- 
ereignty of  the  first  order;  and,  to  affect  this,  is  to 
weHKen  the  very  sinews  of  the  governmrat. 

That  States  may  be  admitted  on  conditions  has 
not  only  undergone  the  ordeal  of  so  many  bodies 
and  Congres.ses,  but  I  believe  of  every  President 
since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  from  CJeorge 
Washington  to  President  Monroe. 
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Never  was  a  principle  more  clearly  understood 
by  any  nation  or  people,  than  that  a  State  may  be 
admitted  into  the  Lnion  on  conditions.     It  has 
been  recognised  and  confirmed  nearly  as  often  at 
the  famous  Magna  Charta  of  England.     And  it 
appears  to  have  been  so  considered  by  the  contem- 
poraries of  the  day.     Judge  Wilson,  who  was  a 
distinguished  member  of  the  Convention,  express- 
ed himself  in  these  words:  "  It  was  all  that  could 
^  be  obtained  ;  I  am  sorry  it  was  no  more ;  but  from 
this  I  think  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  yet  a  few 
'  years  and  it  will  be  prohibited  altogether ;  and 
in  the  meantime  the  new  States  which  are  to  be 
formed  will  be  under  the  control  of  Congress  in 
'  this  narticular,  and  slaves  will  never  be  intro- 
duced among  them." 

After  such  an  understanding  on  the  subject,  and 
so  long  an  acquiescence,  the  doctrine,  as  laid  down 
by  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  in  the  case  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  applies  with  more  than  com- 
mon force.     He  says : 

"  It  hatt  been  truly  said  that  this  can  scarcely  be  con- 
sidered as  an  open  question,  entirely  unprejudiced  by  I 
former  proceedings  of  the  nation  respecting  it.     The 
pnnciple  now  contested  was  introduced  at  a  very  early  | 
period  of  our  history,  and  has  been  recognised  by  many  I 
successive  Legislatures.     It  will  not  be  denied  that  a  ' 
bold  and  daring  usurpation  might  be  resisted,  after  an  { 
acquiescence  still  longer  and  more  complete  than  this;  i 
but  It  is  conceived  that  a  doubtful  question— one  on  ; 
which  human  reason  may  pause,  and  the  human  judg-  i 
racnt  be  suspended— in  the  decision  of  which  the  great 
principles  of  liberty  arc  not  concerned,  but  the  respec- 
tive powers  of  those  who  are  equally  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  arc  to  be  adjusted,  if  not  put  at  rest 
by  the  practice  of  the  Government,  ought  to  receive  a 
considerable  impression  from  that  practice.     It  would 
require  no  ordinary  share  of  intrepidity  to  assert  that 
a  measure  adopted  under  these  circumstances  was  a 
bold  and  plain  usurpation,  to  which  the  Constitution 
gave  no  countenance." 

In  the  present  case,  the  principles  of  liberty  are 
concerned,  but  they  are  on  the  side  that  conforms 
with  the  practice  of  the  Government. 

It  has  been  said,  that  the  precedents  passed  in 
silence,  and  have  never  been  disputed.  1  an.swer, 
that  a  long  uniformity  of  practice  on  a  subject^ 
the  propriety  of  which  was  never  even  questioned, 
has  much  greater  claims  to  correctness  than  if  it 
had  been  agitated  and  contested  from  the  begin- 
ning, and  carried  only  by  bare  majorities.  In  re- 
ality, if  there  is  any  thing  in  the  objection,  it  is 
strange  and  wonderful  in  the  extreme  that  the 
keen  eye  of  interest  and  of  State  jealousy  should 
not  have  discovered  it  for  a  period  of  thirty  years. 

Another  objection  has  been  raised  out  of  the 
treaty  with  France  of  the  30th  April,  180.3.  The 
article  relied  upon  is  as  follows : 

"The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  tcrritorj-  shall  be 
incorporated  into  the  Union  of  the  United  States,  and 
admitted  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Federal  Constitution,  t^  the  enjoyment  of 
all  the  rightJ^  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  ;  and  in  the  meantime  they 
shall  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  enjoyment 
of  their  liberty,  proptrty,  and  the  religion  which  they 
profiBss."  ^ 


The  latter  part  of  this  article  relates  to  the  ceded 
territory  while  in  its  territorial  state. 

The  preceding  part  does  not  even  say  that  the 
inhabitants  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as 
States;  but,  allowing  the  greatest  latitude,  can  it 
in  reason  mean  more  than  that  the  ceded  territory 
shall  be  incorporated  into  the  Union,  as  States,  as 
soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of  the 
federal  Constitution?    A  candid  construction  of 
this  clause  would  never  allow  that  the  inhabi- 
tants should  enjoy  higher  rights,  advantages,  or 
immunities,  than  would  be  derived  by  the  circum- 
stance of  being  admitted  into  the  Union,  as  States, 
according  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution.    If,  then,  the  Constitution  authorizes  Con- 
gress to  exercise  its  own  discretion  in  this  particu- 
lar, will  not  the  inhabitants  be  incorporated  into 
j  the  Union,  according  to  the  principles  of  theCon- 
I  stitution  ?     Could  more  have  been  asked,  on  the 
one  hand,  or  ever  intended  to  be  granted  on  the 
other?     The  inhabitants  would  then  be  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  and  entitled,  as  such,  to  all 
the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  that  character. 
If  the  right  to  hold  slaves  is  a  Federal  right,  and 
attached  merely  to  citizenship  of  the  United  States, 
It  could  maintain  itself  against  State  authority; 
and,  on  this  principle,  the  owner  might  take  bis 
slaves  into  any  State  he  pleased  in  defiance  of  the 
Slate  laws.     But  this  would  be  contrary  to  the 
Constitution,  and  even   the  broad   language,  that 
the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all 
the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the 
several   States,  does  not  produce  this  effect,  as  is 
plainly  manifested    by   the  article  which  directs 
that  persons  escaping  from  labor  shall  be  delivered 
!  up  to  the  party  to  whom  the  labor  is  due.     This 
I  shows  that  if  slaves  are  intentionally  taken  into  a 
State  to  reside,  the  State  can  deny  to  the  master 
any  right  to  hold  them  as  slaves  within  its  juris- 
diction. 

These  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  were 
intended  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  inhabitants  as  a 
body  politic,  or  in  their  individual  capacities. 

If,  as  a  body  politic,  and  they  are  admitted  into 
the  Union,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution,  it  must  be  deemed  satisfactory 
in  that  point  of  view. 

If  these  rights  are  attached  to  them  in  their  in- 
dividual capacities,  they  can  only  be  enjoyed  by 
those  who  were  inhabitants  at  the  time;  they 
would  look  up  to  the  treaty  as  the  fountain  of  their 
authority,  and  would  hold  not  only  paramount  to 
all  the  powers  of  Congress,  but  also  paramount  to 
any  authority  that  the  State  of  Missouri  could 
possess:  the  State  could  not  say  that  slavery 
should  not  exist  in  its  limits,  if  any  of  the  inhab- 
itants should  be  disposed  to  say  to  the  contrary  ; 
so  that,  if  the  restriction  would  infringe  upon  one 
wing  of  the  State  sovereignty,  this  construction 
of  the  treaty  would  infringe  upon  the  other. 

But,  how  is  the  power  to  admit  States  into  the 
Union  to  be  controlled  by  the  treaty-making  power? 
It  is  a  specified  power  vested  in  Congress.  While 
the  treaty-making  power  keeps  within  its  sphere, 
there  is,  perhaps,  a  political  obligation  imposed  on 
Congress  to  pass  all  laws  necessary  to  carry  it  into 
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execution,  so  that  the  different  parts  of  the  Gov- 
ernment may  move  ia  harmony.  Where  the  true 
line  is,  might  be  difficult  to  say,  and  it  is  useless  at 
present  to  inquire. 

It  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tacky,  (Mr.  B.  Hahd'in,)  that  the  treaty-making 
power  could  make  a  treaty  offensive  and  defensive 
which  would  be  obligatory  on  Congrei^s.  At 
present  I  cannot  agree  to  this.  Congress  has  the 
power  to  establish  a  bankrupt  law,  and  to  fix  the 
standard  of  weights  and  measures ;  but,  ifa  treaty 
should  be  made  with  England,  for  instance,  that 
there  shall  be  no  bankrupt  law  in  either  country, 
and  that  the  weights  and  measures  in  both  shall 
be  the  same,  would  it  be  obligatory  on  Congress  ? 
Congress  has  a  right  to  declare  war ;  but  if  a  treaty 
should  be  made  with  Spain,  and,  for  the  sake  of 
the  Floridas,  it  should  engage  that  this  country 
would  go  to  war  against  the  Patriots  of  South 
America  in  the  Spring,  would  Congre.s{.  be  under 
any  obligation  to  acquiesce  ? 

I  mention  these  as  self-evident  cases,  by  way  of 
illustration,  to  show  the  inability  of  the  treaty- 
makmg  power  to  control  Congress  in  the  admis- 
sion of  States  into  the  Union.  But,  in  this  in- 
stance, I  cannot  say  that  the  treaty-making  power 
has  exceeded  its  authority.  The  words  "  as  soon  | 
as  possible"  could  mean  nothing  more  than  as  ; 
soon  as  Congrei^s  should  deem  it  fit  and  proper ; 
that  would  be  as  soon  as  possible,  having  relation 
to  the  nature  of  the  subject-matter,  and  to  the 
powers  that  were  to  act.  It  must  be  acknowl- 
edged that  they  did  not  mean  immediately. 

There  is  another  part  of  the  Constitution  that 
has  attracted  much  attention.  I  mean  that  which 
relates  to  migration  and  importation.  The  Com- 
mittee will  perceive  that  this  clause  does  not 
directly  support  the  amendment  in  full,  as  it  would 
not  work  an  entire  extinguishment  of  slavery  in 
the  State  of  Missouri,  it  could  only  prevent  future 
migration  to  it.  But  perhaps  it  may  be  of  some 
consequence  to  examine  it,  as  it  may  have  a  col- 
lateral bearing  upon  the  subject. 

It  is  declared  "that  the  migration  or  importa- 

'  tation  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States  now 

.  '  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be 

'  prohibited   by   the  Congress   prior   to  the   year 

«  1808."  ' 

What  is  meant  by  the  words  "migration  or  im- 
portation ?"  If  the  Convention  had  meant  im- 
portation into  the  United  States  only,  why  use  the 
word  "  migration  ?"  "  Importation''  was  the  ap- 
propriate word  for  that  purpose,  and  would  have 
included  such  persons  as  should  be  brought  from 
beyond  the  seas,  as  well  as  those  brought  from  the 
adjoining  countries;  it  would  include,  with  great 
propriety,  persons  brought  into  the  country  from 
any  other  place  whatever. 

The  subject  of  slavery  was  one  that  occasioned 
the  most  animated  contest  between  the  members 
of  the  Convention ;  and  I  presume  that  they  did 
not  employ  these  words  without  weighing  their 
signification  well. 

I  will  give  my  idea  of  the  word  importation 
first.  On  the  one  hand  it  was  agreed  that  Con- 
gress might  prohibit  the   importation  of  slaves 


after  the  year  1808;  but  as  Congress  had  a  right 
to  lay  a  tax  or  duty  on  every  thing  imported  into 
this  country,  it  was  in  their  power  to  lay  it  so 
high  as  would  virtually  amount  to  a  prohibition. 
To  prevent  thi.s,  the  slaveholding  States  had  the 
precaution  to  have  the  tax  or  duty  limited  to  a 
sum  not  higher  than  ten  dollars  on  each  person. 
This  compromise  ended  the  contest  as  to  the  word 
importation. 

But  what  is  meant  by  the  word  "  migration  ?" 
That  it  was  intended  as  a  significant  word,  is 
manifest  from  the  minutes  of  the  Convention.  ' 

It  was  moved  and  seconded,  to  amend  the  first 
clause  of  the  report,  to  read,  "  The  importation  of 
slaves  into  such  of  the  States  as  shall  permit  the 
same,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  Union,  until  the  year  1808." 

In  the  proposed  amendment,  the  word  importa- 
tion ^tood  alone;  but  the  motion  passed  in  the 
negative,  and  the  word  migration  was  retained. 
Such  a  variety  of  opinions  arc  entertained  as  to 
the  meaning  of  this  word  that  it  excites  curiosity. 
Some  think  it  is  synonymous  with  importation  ; 
some,  that  it  relates  to  free  persons  coming  into 
this  country  ;  others,  that  it  has  a  double  meaning, 
relating  either  to  free  persons  or  to  slaves;  and 
others,  that  it  is  confined  to  slaves  to  be  brought 
into  this  country  from  the  adjacent  countries. 

I  shall  say  nothing  as  to  the  first  and  third  expo- 
sitions. Can  it  for  a  moment  be  imagined  that 
Congress  were  to  be  restrained  from  prohibiting 
an  influx  of  strangers  into  this  country,  if  the 
safety  of  the  country  should  require  it,  until  1808  ? 
Such  a  power  is  incident  to  every  Government ; 
good  nolicy  may  require  it  in  times  of  peace,  but 
It  is  absolutely  necessary  as  preparatory  to  a  state 
of  war,  and  lu  war.  It  apwars  by  the  minutes  of 
the  Convention,  that  the  clause  at  one  time  stood 
in  these  words:  "But  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  im- 
posed on  such  migration  or  importation,  at  a  rate 
not  exceeding  the  average  duty  laid  on  imports;" 
but,  as  free  persons  could  not  have  been  valued,  of 
course  they  could  not  have  been  intended  as  the 
clause  then  .Mood.  For  my  own  part  I  think  the 
clause  was  always  intended  to  embrace  slaves,  and 
no  other  dt^cription  of  persons. 

As  to  the  other  exposition,  that  the  word  migra- 
tion means  slaves  to  be  brought  from  the  adjacent 
countries;  if  so,  can  any  sensible  reason  be  given 
why  a  duty  or  tax  was  not  atUched  to  the  word 
migration,  as  well  as  to  the  importation.  In  both 
cases  slaves  would  be  brought  into  this  country 
from  foreign  nations,  and  why  should  the  tax  or 
duty  be  stricken  out  as  it  related  to  migration  ? 
The  word  migration  must  have  meant  one  of  two 
things— cither  a  change  of  situation  from  a  foreign 
nation  into  this  country,  or  a  change  in  this  coun- 
try from  one  State  to'  another  Slate ;  in  this  re- 
spect the  clause  is  left  at  large ;  it  does  not  con- 
tain the  words  State  or  United  States.  The  idea 
ol  the  two  words  being  synonymous,  seems  now 
to  be  abandoned.  Suppose,  then,  that  Congress 
had  laid  a  duty  or  tax  on  slaves  to  be  brought 
from  any  of  the  adjacent  countries,  would  such  a 
law  have  been  declared  unconstitutional?  If  not, 
the  case  is  included  by  the  word  importation ;  and, 
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of  course,  the  word  migration  has  no  employment 
there.  If  we  consider  the  meaning  to  be  a  change 
of  situation  from  one  Slate  to  another,  and  that  is 
from  one  government  to  another,  are  we  not  fur- 
nished with  the  reason  why  no  tax  or  duty  was 
attached  to  the  word  migration,  as  would  not  have 
been  agreeable  to  other  parts  of  the  Constitution  : 
"No  tax  or  duty  shall  be  laid  on  articles  exported 
*  from  any  State ;  nor  shall  vessels  bound  to  or 
'  from  one  State  be  obliged  to  enter,  clear,  or  nav 
'  duty,  in  another." 

I  have  adopted  this  construction,  because  it  is 
most  free  from  objection,  and  because  it  accords 
best  with  humanity,  and  with  the  spirit  of  the 
times  which  produced  the  Constitution. 

If  this  construction  is  correct,  that  Congress  pos- 
sesses the  power  over  migration  from  State  to 
State,  and  should  ever  exercise  that  power,  then  I 
may  be  permitted  to  ask,  how  could  a  State  that 
has  abolished  slavery  ever  introduce  it  into  its 
limits  again?  Importation  from  abroad  would  be 
cut  off;  migration  from  State  to  State  would  be 
inhibited,  and  the  badge  of  slavery  could  not  be 
fastened  on  any  white  freemen  or  black  freemen ; 
they  would  be  instantly  discharged  on  a  habeas 
corpus.  Such  is  the  genius  of  our  republican  in- 
stitutions, that  no  person  that  is  born  Ireecan  ever 
be  enslaved  ;  and,  independently  of  this,  I  wish  to 
maintain  it  a:*  a  principle  throughout  this  discus- 
sion, that  it  would  be  a  breach  of  morality  and 
a  true  sovereignty,  and  a  dishonor  to  a  State,  to 
introduce  slavery,  unless  there  should  exist  an  ab- 
solute necessity  for  it.  Under  the  view  which  I 
have  taken,  if  the  restriction  is  not  carried,  Mis- 
souri will  be  in  a  better  situation,  (if  she  should 
so  consider  it,)  than  such  States  as  I  have  men- 
tioned, as  the  existing  slavery  in  Missouri  could  not 
be  extinguished,  but  must  be  permitted  to  remain 
and  fpread  over  that  whole  country. 

Another  consequence  would  result  from  such  a 
construction,  and  that  is,  it  would  show  that' the 
Convention  contemplated  a  gradual  reduction  of 
slavery,  and  that  condensation,  instead  of  exten- 
sion, was  the  object  which  they  had  in  view.  I 
have  already  mentioned  that  this  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution does  not  directly  support  the  amendment, 
but  that  perhaps  it  might  have  a  collateral  influ- 
ence. I  have  now  explained  my  idea  respect- 
ing it.  *^ 

As  to  the  present  amendment,  in  restriction  of 
slavery,  it  depends,  as  I  have  already  said,  on  the 
right  of  the  parties  to  enter  into  such  a  stipula- 
tion ;  and  I  hope  I  may  be  permitted  to  take  a  brief 
review  of  the  ground  over  which  I  have  travelled, 
and  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  this 
particular  subject  once  more. 

It  is  in  substance,  that,  at  the  time  of  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  slavery  existed  in  some  of 
the  States;  it  was  considered  as  a  great  political 
malady,  but  had  taken  too  deep  a  root  to  be  extir- 
pated by  atiy  means  then  in  the  power  of  the 
country  ;  but,  in  relation  to  the  Northwestern  Ter- 
ritory, the  same  insurmountable  objection  did  not 
apply ;  and  the  American  people  embraced  the 
first  opportunity  that  was  presented  to  arrest  the 
further  progress  of  slavery,  and  while  this  traosac- 


non  was  recent,  or  rather  simultaneous  with  it,  the 
Convention  sat,  and,  knowing  that  States  were  to 
!  be  admitted  into  the  Union  on  this  very  condition 
made  the  Constitution,  employing  in  the  maiii 
clause  a  generality  of  expression,  and  omitting 
the  restrictive  words  it  had  previously  contained 
How,  then,  can  it  fairly  be  said,  that  the  Conven- 
tion meant  to  restrain  Congress  on  this  subject  on 
any  future  occasion;  that  it  was  in  their  contem- 
plation to  exclude  slavery  from  the  Territory 
which  had  been  conquered  with  their  arms  and 
blood,  and  which  was  to  be  settled  by  their  own 
descendants,  and  yet  that  slavery  should  be  per- 
mitted to  spread  over  any  country  that  might 
thereafter  be  acquired;  and  more  especially  when 
we  see  the  anxiety  that  prevailed  to  confine  this 
evil  to  Its  old  limits—an  evil,  too,  which  was  so 
anomalous  to  the  sublime  feature  of  the  Constitu- 
tiori,  that  it  was  not  suffered  to  be  named  in  any 
of  Its  pages?  I  may  have  grown  over  zealous; 
something  may  have  created  a  bias  in  my  mind; 
but  to  me  it  appears  to  be  so  unnatural  as  to  war- 
want  the  conclusion  that  it  is  impossible  that  such 
ever  could  have  ever  been  the  intention  of  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution.  With  this,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  leave  the  Constitutional  question. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Hardin) 
has  said  that  the  act  making  regulations  for  the 
Territory  of  Missouri  imposes  no  restriction  as  to 
slavery,  but  that  it  holds  out  inducements  for  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  who  arc  the  bona  idi 
owners  of  slaves,  to  remove  with  them  to  the 
Territory. 

I  have  classed  this  act  under  the  head  of  expe- 
diency, as  it  forms  no  Constitutional  bar,  nor  con- 
tains any  contract.  Its  object  is  temporary,  and  is 
so  declared  in  the  title  of  the  act.  h  bears  no  re- 
sernblance  to  a  law  vesting  privileges  in  a  corpo- 
ration ;  the  principal  officers  arc  to  be  appointed 
by  the  President ;  the  inhabitants  had  no  power 
to  reject  the  regulations.  Congress  has  power  to 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting 
the  Territories  belonging  to  the  United  States,  but 
the  passing  of  one  act  prescribing  the  manner  in 
which  laws  for  the  Territory  shall  be  made,  does 
not  commit  Congress;  they  can  change  the  mode  at 
pleasure.  As  to  the  idea  that  such  regulations  are 
of  a  binding  character  and  unalterable,  it  is  novel 
and  without  solidity. 

The  ordinance  of  1787  was  made  under  differ- 
ent circumstances.  The  parties  claiming  right  of 
soil  and  jurisdiction  agreed  and  acquiesced  in  it, 
and  by  the  words  of  the  ordinance,  permanency 
was  intended ;  but,  as  to  the  Missouri  Territory, 
there  exist  no  conflicting  claims  as  to  soil  and  ju- 
risdiction ;  both  belong  exclusively  to  the  United 
States,  and,  from  a  bare  inspection  of  the  act,  no 
intention  is  conveyed  that  the  regulation  shoiQd 
be  permanent. 

It  is  nothing  more  than  a  case  of  an  ordinary 
law. 

The  change  of  laws  often  produces  an  inconre- 
nience  to  some  portion  of  the  citizens;  designs 
may  be  formed  under  existing  laws  which  do  not 
reach  maturity  before  the  laws  are  altered. 

The  policy  of  the  country  required  non-impor- 
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tation  and  embargo  laws,  to  the  great  disadvan- 
tage of  many  merchants  whose  capitals  were  em- 
barked in  trade. 

The  same  arguments  might  have  been  used 
when  slavery  was  abolished  in  any  of  the  States ; 
with  equal  propriety  it  could  have  been  urged  that 
it  was  under  the  faith  of  the  stability  of  laws  that 
slaves  had  been  purchased  ;  but  this  can  furnish  no 
reason  against  praspective  laws  in  favor  of  the 
unborn ;  in  them  no  interest  can  be  vested. 

It  is  further  insisted  that,  as  the  inhabitants  of 
Missouri  held  slaves  at  the  time  of  the  cession,  it 
would  be  unjust  to  deprive  them  of  any  advantaore 
that  by  possibility  might  arise  even  from  the  issue 
of  their  slaves.  Let  us  compare  this  view  of  the 
subject  with  the  circumstances  attending  the 
Northwestern  Territory.  The  Canadian  inhabit- 
ants and  other  settlers,  who  professed  themselves 
citizens  of  Virginia,  could  not  have  been  very  in- 
considerable, and  Virginia  in  her  act  of  cession 
stipulated  that  they  should  have  their  possessions 
and  titles  confirmed  to  them,  and  be  protected  in 
the  enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  liberties. 

Nevertheless,  such  was  the  ardor  for  liberty  at 
that  day,  that  the  sixth  article  of  the  ordinance 
extinguished  slavery  not  only  as  to  the  unborn,  but 
as  to  the  slaves  then  held  by  the  inhabitants,  and, 
to  avoid  the  operation  of  the  ordinance,  some  of 
the  inhabitants  removed  out  of  the  Territory. 

With  what  reason,  then,  can  the  inhabitants  of 
Missouri  complain,  when  we  proceed  in  the  most 
conciliatory  manner,  and  do  not  interfere  with  the 
slaves  now  htld  by  them? 

The  parties  to  the  treaty  knew  that,  since  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  some  States  had 
been  admitted  with  a  restriction  as  to  slavery,  and 
others  without  such  restriction.  The  inhabitants 
had  a  right  to  expect  that  when  States  should  be 
formed  out  of  this  new  purchase,  the  great  ques- 
tion would  be  agitated  and  decided,  whether  sla- 
very should  be  tolerated  in  the  new  Sutcs  or  not. 

In  relation  to  the  general  question  of  expediency 
nothing  new  I  presume  can  be  advanced,  as  it  has 
been  copiously  investigated  in  this  House,  and  a 
great  deal,  as  I  am  informed,  has  been  written 
upon  the  subject.  I  shall,  therefore,  make  but  few 
observations  upon  it. 

I  shall  not,  from  any  desire  of  being  ingenious, 
avoid  arguments  that  have  been  used  by  others— 1 
arguments  that  convince  many,  are  the  more  valu- 
able on  that  account. 

The  existence  of  slavery  in  this  country  must 
be  considered  as  involuntary;  that  it  is  a  ^reat 
political  evil  is  generally  acknowledged,  and^that 
no  blame  is  attached  to  the  pret^ent  generation  is 
equally  admitted.  It  was  a  bitter  inheritance,  and 
one  that  imposed  the  necessity  of  its  being  accepted. 

That  It  is  in  direct  hostility  with  the  principles 
of  our  Revolution  we  all  agree  ;  sentiments  differ- 
ent in  the  extreme  at  that  period  seized  the  Ame- 
rican mind,  and  the  voice  of  true  liberty  was  heard 
throughout  the  colonics. 

The  most  pathetic  appeals  were  made  on  the 
subject,  not  only  to  the  people  of  this  country,  but 
to  the  people  ol  England  and  Ireland,  to  the  Ca- 
nadians, and  to  some  of  the  islands. 


The  contest  for  liberty  was  bloody  and  expen- 
sive, and  after  it  terminated  in  the  achievement  of 
our  independence,  and  when  the  representatives  of 

the  people  assembled  to  make  a  constitution,  among 
the  first  difficulties  that  were  presented  to  them 
was  this  unfortunate  practice  ot  slavery.  It  was 
pregnant  with  every  species  of  embarrassment; 
they  had  fought  for  liberty,  but  were  obliged  to 
countenance  within  the  borders  of  their  own  coun- 
try a  state  of  bondage  ;  for  themselves  they  could 
not  bear  political  restraint,  yet  their  situation  had 
been  a  paradise  compared  to  the  condition  of  this 
miserable  race.  A  large  portion  of  the  people  at 
that  critical  moment  were  constrained  to  yield  to 
certain  principles  contained  in  the  Constitution, 
as  a  federal  alliance  was  considered  as  the  only 
political  event  that  could  effectually  contribute  to 
the  tranquillity  and  future  greatness  of  the  United 
States,  as  a  nation  ;  a  compromise  was  happily 
effected,  and  to  it  we  are  indebted  for  the  many 
blessings  which  we  have  enjoyed ;  but,  to  these 
compromises  the  inhabitants  ot  Missouri  must  be 
considered  as  perfect  strangers. 

Could  the  present  question  m  any  shape  have 
been  proposed  to  the  Convention,  I  appeal  to  the 
candor  of  the  Committee,  if,  i;j  their  opinion,  it 
would  have  been  sustained  for  a  moment  by  the 
patriots  of  that  early  day  ?  Slavery  in  the  old 
btates  could  not  be  extinguished,  but  as  to  States 
that  were  to  grow  up  out  of  the  Constitution,  it 
never  was  intended  that  they  should  be  inconsist- 
ent with  the  solemn  professions  made  to  the  world. 
The  sentiments  of  the  nation  on  this  subject  were 
fairlv  evinced  by  the  disposition  of  the  territory 
'northwest  of  the  Ohio;  and  shall  it  now  be  made 
a  serious  question  whether  we  will  deliberately 
extend  the  practice  of  slavery  to  this  boundless 
region,  and  denv  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  mil- 
lions unborn,  when  we  are  left  at  liberty  to  act 
according  to  our  own  wishes,  and  when  there  is 
no  plea  of  necessity  for  an  excuse  ?  I  ardently 
hope  that  a  different  result  will  be  the  effect  of  our 
deliberations. 

If  we  reflect  on  the  subject,  I  think  we  must  bo 
convinced  that  the  extension  of  slavery  will  pro- 
duce an  augmentation  instead  of  a  diminution  of 
the  .slave  population,  and  that  this  large  Western 
market  will  incite  temptations  to  evade  the  non- 
importation laws,  to  me  appears  manifest 

As  relates  to  the  population,  I  beg  leave  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  sentiments 
of  Malthus,  a  celebrated  writer:  " Population  has 
I  a  constant  tendencv  to  increase  beyond  the  means 
I  of  subsistence;  whatever  these  may  be,  Africa 
'  has  been,  at   all   times,  the  principal   mart  of 

•  slaves;  the  drains  of  its  population,  in  this  way, 
^  have  been  great  and  constant,  particularly  since 
'  their  introduction  into  the  European  colonies ; 
'  but,  perhaps,  as  Dr.  Franklin  observes,  it  would 

•  be  difficult  to  find  the  gap  that  has  been  made  by 

*  a  hundred  years'  exportation  of  negroes,  which 
'  has  blackened  half  America ;  for,  notwithstand- 
'  ing  the  constant  emigration,  the  loss  of  numbers 
'  from  incessant  war,  and   the  checks  to  increase 

*  from  vice  and  other  causes,  it  appears  that  the 
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*  population   is    continually   passing   beyond  the 
'  means  of  subsistence." 

*  Will  the  extension  of  slavery  to  Missouri  ac- 
celerate the  extinguishment  of  slavery  in  the  old 
States  in  the  slightest  degree  ?  If  not,  why  should 
we  make  Missouri  a  slaveholding  State  ?  As  the 
climate  imposes  no  necessity,  wherein  does  any 
excuse  exist  ?  The  slaves  are  not  confined  in  nar- 
row limits;  they  have  the  range  of  ten  or  eleven 
States,  composing  an  extent  of  country  sufficient 
for  an  empire.  Can  there  be  any  humanity  or 
good  policy  in  driving  the  aborigines  of  this  coun- 
try still  farther,  to  make  room  not  only  for  a  white, 
but  a  black  population,  when  there  are  millions  of 
acres  uncultivated  nearer  the  centre  of  the  Union  ? 
And  whv  should  we  entail  this  political  poison  on 
the  people  of  Missouri  ?  In  answer  to  this,  it  is 
said  they  wish  it  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  many 
of  the  inhabitanti  of  the  Southern  States  were,  at 
an  early  period,  actuated  by  the  same  motives,  but 
their  posterity  consider  it  now  as  a  melancholy 
misfortune. 

As  slavery  exists,  it  is  asked  where  is  the  differ- 
ence whether  they  live  in  one  part  of  the  country 
or  another  ?  If  no  slavery  existed  in  this  country, 
a  similar  question  might  be  put :  it  might  be  asked, 
as  slavery  exists  in  any  part  of  the  world,  why 
might  they  not  be  brought  into  this  country — will 
the  change  affect  their  happiness  ?  Yet,  in  such 
cases,  it  IS  highly  material,  and  one  reason  is,  that 
Missouri  will  be  a  new  sovereignty,  and  slavery 
ought  to  be  extinguished  in  the  limits  of  every 
sovereignty,  if  it  can  be  effected  without  danger- 
ous consequences.  Its  existence  will  interest  the 
State  in  the  perpetuation  of  slavery. 

It  is  represented  as  a  violation  of  every  principle 
of  justice  to  prevent  slaveholders  from  carrying 
their  slaves  with  them  to  this  State,  if  they  should 
be  inclined  to  remove  into  it,  as  the  country  was 
purchased  by  the  general  fund.  With  equal  pro- 
priety the  same  argument  could  have  been  employ- 
ed in  relation  to  the  States  formed  out  of  the 
Northwest  Territory,  as  that  was  likewise  a  com- 
mon fund  ;  but  has  any  serious  inconvenience  been 
experienced  heretofore  in  this  respect  I  None  has 
been  publicly  made  known.  Gentlemen,  more- 
over, say  that  it  would  be  cruel  to  oblige  those 
who  sJiould  be  desirous  to  settle  in  this  State,  to 
part  with  such  slaves  as  had  gained  their  affections, 
such  as  their  favorite  nurses  and  the  playmates  of 
their  children.  The  number  of  this  description 
would  be  few,  and  it  did  not  occur  to  gentlemen  that 
this  would  be  a  happy  opportunity  to  give  the  best 
evidence  of  their  attachment,  by  manumitting  these 
favorites  and  taking  them  along  as  free  persons : 
this  would  afford  them  comfort  the  remainder  of 
their  lives,  and  the  generous  act  would  amply 
reward  the  master. 

It  has  been  intimated  that  this  has  become  a 
question  of  high  excitement  and  passion,  and  that 
we  are  carried  away  in  the  tide  of  popularity. 
Let  it  be  recollected  that,  if  the  measure  of  restric- 
tion is  popular  in  the  North,  the  doctrine  of  non- 
restriction  is  equally  popular  in  the  South,  and 
the  result  will  show  whether  they  will  leave  the 

outhern  tanks  and  entitle  themselves  to  the  praise 


of  the  North  for  their  firmness  and  independence. 
I  have  heard  it  said  (but  I  am^jiot  certain  that 
it  was  in  the  House)  that  slaves  are  as  haj^y  as 
the  lower  class  of  white  people.  If  this  is  correct, 
it  rnust  be  in  consequence  of  the  degradation  to 
which  thev  are  reduced  ;  their  faculties  are  not 
allowed  that  expansion  which  nature  intended; 
thev  are  kept  in  darkness,  and  are  unacquainted 
witn  their  true  situation^  as  well  in  regard  to  their 
present  state  as  to  their  luture  existence.  Slavery 
in  the  abstract  strikes  the  heart  with  abhorrence: 
this  life  can  have  no  charms  if  it  is  not  sweetened 
with  liberty :  and  if  a  slave  has  any  accurate 
knowledge  of  his  own  condition,  nothing  can  ap- 
pear before  him  but  sadness,  from  the  dawn  of  the 
morning  to  the  close  of  the  evening. 

Independently  of  any  considerations  of  humani- 
ty, many  of  a  political  character  exist  The  bal- 
ance of  power  between  the  original  States  will  be 
disturbed;  as, according  to  the  mode  prescribed  by 
the  Constitution,  the  owner  of  one  hundred  slaves 
has  as  much  influence  in  the  representation  as 
sixty-one  freemen  ;  and  as  direct  taxation  is  but 
seldom  resorted  to,  it  is  by  no  means  an  equiva- 
lent. This  may  often  give  a  minority  of  the  free- 
men a  control  over  the  politics  of  the  country. 
This  unquestionably  is  a  hard  bargain,  but  it  is 
one  that  has  not  been  made  with  the  inhabitants 
of  Mis.souri. 

Another  reason  has  great  weight  with  me,  and 
i  that  is,  the  preference  that  ought  to  be  given  to  a 
j  white  population  over  a   black  population,  as  it 
i  regards  the  strength  and  prosperity  of  the  nation. 
Slaves  have  no  ambition  ;  they  can  never  become 
expert  as  soldiers,  sailors,  or  artificers :  in  time  of 
war,  the  country  would  be  weakened  by  them; 
instead  of  aiding  in  the  defence  of  the  country, 
they  must  be  watched  at  home.     In  time  of  peace, 
slavery  has  a  pernicious  tendency  on  the  industry 
of  white  people ;  a  population  of  industrious  free- 
men can  never  be  expected  to  exist,  if  they  are 
to  be  mixed  with  slaves;  they  will  become  idle, 
and  the  existence  of  slavery  in  that  country  will 
prevent  many  from  settling  in  it. 

The  wilderness  would  be  much  sooner  convert- 
ed into  cultivated  farms  by  a  hardy  race  of  free- 
men, the  owners  of  the  soil,  and  interested  in  the 
advancement  and  prosperity  of  the  country. 

Many  suggestions  have  been  made  in  relation  to 
a  compromise.  But.  if  we  reflect  a  moment,  it  will 
be  easily  perceived  that,  under  the  circumstances, 
it  will  be  impossible  to  compromise  a  question  of  this 
character.  A  compromise  usually  has  for  its  basis 
mutual  concessions,  which  are  equally  obligatory ; 
but,  if  we  should  pass  a  law  excluding  slavery  from 
the  remaining  territory,  where  would  be  the  secur- 
ity that  another  Congress  would  not  rental  it?  It 
will  be  but  an  ordinary  act  of  legislation,  and, 
whenever  there  shall  be  an  application  for  a  new 
State,  we  shall  be  met  with  the  same  Constitu- 
tional objections  that  now  exist  It  is,  in  fact, 
yielding  all  for  which  we  have  been  contending, 
and  if  we  once  give  up  the  ship,  slavery  will  be 
tolerated  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  we  can  never 
after  remove  it. 

It  is  true  that  a  compromise  was  made  on  the 


S- 1 


a 
1 


1139 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1140 


I 


H.  OP  R. 


1141 


Admission  of  Mitsouri. 


February,  1820. 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1142 


goffue  and  ambitious  politician ;  those  who  wish 
well  to  their  country  ;  and  those  who  seek  power 
in  the  troubled  sea  of  popular  commotion  ;  have 
promiscuously  united  m  these  public  agitations, 
until  the  press  has  teemed,  and  our  tables  groaned, 
with  a  mass  of  pamphlets  and  memorials  beyond 
example. 

The  State  which  I  have  the  honor,  in  part,  to 
represent,  has  been  the  theatre  of  a  full  share  of 
this  agitation ;  and  the  honorable  Legislature  of 
that  respectable  State  has  been  pleased,  recently, 
to  take  up  the  subject,  and  have  unanimously  re- 
solved that,  in  their  opinion,  Congress  have  the 
Constitutioual  power,  and  ought  to  impose  this  re- 
striction upon  the  new  States. 

Entertaining  the  respect  I  do  for  the  intelligence 
of  the  people  of  my  own  State,  and  the  character 
of  their  Legislature,  I  cannot  find  my  opinion  in 
opposition  to  theirs  without  the  most  unfeigned  re- 
gret. For,  although  I  do  not  concede  to  the  Le- 
gislature of  a  State  the  right  of  instructing  the 
representatives  of  the  people  in  Congress,  or  of  em- 
ploying its  official  character  to  influence  their  con- 
duct, or  to  affect  their  responsibility,  yet,  viewing 
their  acts,  iri^this  respect,  as  the  opinions  of  the 
individual  mfmliers  merely,  1  cannot  regard  them 
with  indifference,  selected,  as  they  undoubtedly 
should  be,  from  their  fellow-citizens,  as  distin- 
guished for  some  jwrtion  both  of  virtue  and  intel- 
ligence. 

I  am  free  to  admit,  that,  in  subjects  of  general 
policy  merely,  the  will  of  the  people,  when  fully 
and  fairly  ascertained,  is  always  entitled  to  grejit 
weight ;  and,  upon  an  occasion  like  the  present, 
if  I    were   influenced   by   motives  of  expediency 
only,  I  should  be  much  disposed  to  yield  my   im- 
pressions to  that  will.    But,  in  Constitutional  ques- 
tions, the   representative  is,  or  ought  lo  be,  gov- 
erned by  higher  considerations  ;  and  he  would  be 
unworthy  of  his  trust  who  could  be  regardless  of 
them.     He  is  sworn   to  support   the  Constitution, 
and  he  takes  his  seat  in  thi.>  House,  to  legi.slate  for 
the  nation,  under  the  provisions  of  that  instrument. 
His  own  integrity,  and  the  safety  of  our  common 
institutions,  depend  upon  his  strict  personal  ac- 
countability ;  his  own  opinions,  formed  by  the  best 
lights  of  his  own   im|Kirtial  judgment,  must  be 
his  guide,and  he  cannot  adopt  those  of  others,  when 
conflicting  with  his  own,  without  a  surrender  of 
his   conscience.     In  j-uch  cases,  popular  feelings 
and  legislative  recommendation  can  have  no  great- 
er influence  than  to  weaken  one's  confidence  in 
his  own  impressions,  and  to  dictate  a  re-investiga- 
tion  of  the  subject,  to  see  if  conclusions  may  not 
have  been  drawn  from  false  premises,  or  views 
overlooked,  which,  if  thej-  had   been  adverted  to, 
would   have  led   to  a  different  result.     1  have  al- 
lowed the  recommendation  of  the  Legislature  of 
Delaware  to  have  such  an  effect  in  this  instance. 
I  have  deliberately  reviewed  and  reconsidered  this 
important  subject,  divested,  I  am  sure,  of  any  im- 
proper feelings,  and  prompted  by  every  allurement 
of  popular  favor,  to  reach  a  conclusion  in  con- 
formity with  their  views;  but,  I  am  bound  to  say, 
after  this  re-investigation,  pursued  with  great  labor, 
"'""^full  sense  of  my  responsibility,  that   1  be- 


lieve, in  my  conscience,  that  Congress  does  not 
possess  the  power  to  impose  the  contemplated  re- 
striction. In  this  b<.'lief,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  and 
resting  upon  theprinciplesof  the  Constitution,  and 
my  duty  to  a  power  higher  than  any  legislature,  I 
must  regret  the  difference  of  opinion,  and  be  con- 
tented with  an  upright  discharge  of  my  public 
trust.  I  will  take  leave  to  say,  sir,  in  the  language 
of  an  illustrious  man  on  another  occasion,  who  I 
could  desire  to  imitate  in  many  other  respects,  "I 
'  honor  the  people,  and  respect  the  legislature  ;'but 
'  thereare  many  things  in  thefavor  of  either,  which 
'  are  objects,  in  my  account,  not  worth  ambition. 
'  I  wish  popularity,  but  it  is  that  popularity  which 
'  follows,  not  that  which  is  run  alter.  It  is  that 
'  popularity  which,  sooner,  or  later,  never  fails  to 
'  do  justice  to  the  pursuit  of  noble  ends,  by  noble 
'  means.  I  shall  not,  therefore,  on  this  occasion, 
'  do  what  my  conscience  tells  me  is  wrong,  to  court 
'  the  applause  of  thousands ;  nor  shall  I  avoid  doing 
'  what  1  deem  to  be  right,  to  avert  the  artillery  of 
'  the  press." 

I  shall  not,  in  this  place,  sir,  imitate  the  example 
of  other  gentlemen,  by  making  proft-ssions  of  my 
love  of  liberty,  and  abhorrence  of  slavery  ;  not 
because  I  do  not  entertain  them,  but  because  I 
consider  that  the  great  principles  of  neither  are  in- 
volved in  this  amendment.  It  is  a  coloring,  to  be 
sure,  of  which  the  subject  is  susceptible,  and  which 
has  been  used  in  great  profusion,  but  it  serves  much 
more  to  inflame  feelings  and  prejudices  unfriendly 
to  a  dispassionate  deliberation,  than  to  aid  the  free 
exercise  of  an  unbiassed  judgment 

This  amendment  does  not  propose,  nor  has  it 
for  Its  object,  to  inhibit  the  introduction  of  slaves 
from  parts  beyond  the  United   States;  in  such  a 
scheme  there  is  no  intelligent  man  in  the  Union 
who   would  not  cordially  concur.     Neither  does 
it  propose  to  promote  theemanci[>ation  of  the  slaves 
now  in  the  country  ;  this  is  admitted  to  be  imprac- 
ticable; the  wildness  of  enthusiasm  itself  acknow- 
ledges Its  incompetency  for  such  an  undertaking. 
The  truth  is,  sir,  that  this  sjK'cies  of  unhappy  be- 
ings are  now  among  us ;  brought  here,  in  part,  by 
events  beyond  our  control,  and,  in  part,  under  the 
authority  of  our  own  Constitution  ;  and  it  behooves 
us,  by  a  wise  and  prudent  administration  of  our 
powers,  to  meliorate  their  condition,  and  accom- 
modate the  evil,  as  far  as  it  may  be  practicable,  to 
the  peace  and  happiness  of  our  white  population, 
and  the  stability  of  our  institutions.     It  is  not  pre- 
tended, even  that  the  condition  of  the  unhappy 
slave  himself  would  be  improved  by  the  success  of 
this  amendment;  on  the  contrary,  it  has  been  in- 
sinuated, ai  boldly  as  the  sentiment  would  justify, 
that  his  confinement  to  a  narrower  compass  mignt 
lead  to  his  extirpation,   by  the  gradual,  but  sure, 
process  of  harder  lalwr,  and  scarcity  of  subsistence. 
I  am  free  to  say,  that  the  condition  of  the  slave 
himself  would   be  meliorated   by   his  dispersion  ; 
nor  do  I  attach  the  .same  importance,  as  some  gen- 
tlemen appear  to  do,  to  the  danger  of  encourag- 
ing an  illicit  importation  from  abroad  by  permit- 
ting a  market  west  of  the  Mississippi.     It  is  an 
argument  founded  on  the  futility  of  legal  restraint, 
the  worst  possible  species  of  argument  by  which  a 
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legislature  could  be  influenced.  It  would  prove 
the  inutility  of  every  act  of  legislation,  or  might 
be  used  to  justify  every  species  of  usurpation.  It 
would  equally  demonstrate  the  futility  of  the  pro- 
posed amendment  itself;  for,  if  gentlemen  cannot 
hope  to  exterminate  the  foreign  slave  trade,  by  all 
the  precautions  legitimately  in  their  power,  foimd- 
ed  man  unanimity  of  legislation,  strengthened  by 
the  powerful  force  of  public  sentiment,  and  the 
abominable  nature  of  the  traffic  itself,  what  great- 
er reliance  can  they  place  upon  this  restriction, 
foisted  into  the  Constitution  of  a  free  people  against 
their  consent,  on  which  account,  alone,  it  would 
be  an  object  of  hatred  and  contempt,  and  the  vi- 
olation be  winked  at  by  a  great  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple, if  not  by  their  public  authorities? 

Sir,  this  amendment  does  not  even  propose  to 
prevent  the  introduction  of  slavery  into  Missouri 
for  the  first  time;  it  has  already  taken  root  there; 
we  found  it  there  when  we  acquired  the  territory, 
and  it  has  grown  and  extended  under  the  sanction 
of  our  own  laws  ;  but  the  whole  force  and  effect 
of  the  amendment  is,  to  take  from  the  people  of 
Missouri  the  right  to  decide,  for  themselves,  whether 
they  will  permit  persons  removing  thither,  from 
other  States  in  which  slavery  is  tolerated,  to  take 
their  slaves  with  them.  This  object  would  not  be 
undesirable,  if  it  could  be  accomplished  by  the 
legitimate  powers  of  Congres.s ;  but  we  have  no 
right  to  do  it  by  an  assumption  of  power  in  our- 
selves, or  by  an  unauthorized  use  ot  the  power  of 
others. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  great  question   involved   in 
this  amendment  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  this: 
whether  Congress  can  interfere  with  the  people  of 
Missouri,  in  the  formation  of  their  constitution,  to 
compel  them  to  introduce  into  it  any  provision,  I 
touching  their  municipal  rights,  against  their  con-  | 
sent,  and  to  give  up  their  right  to  change  it,  what-  : 
ever  may  be  their  future  condition,  or  that  of  their  ' 
posterity?     Every  thing  beyond  this  is  merely  the 
imposing  garb  in  which  the  power  comes  recom- 
mended to  us.    It  is  certainlv  true,  that  an  attempt 
to  take  from  this  people   the  right  of  deciding 
whether  they  will   or  will   not   tolerate  slavery 
among  them,  is  less  objectionable  because  of  its 
end,  than  it  would  be  if  it  interfered  with  some 
other  local  relation  or  right  of  property ;  but  the 
power  to  do  this  implies  a  power  of  much  greater  j 
expansion.     Congress  has  no  greater  power  over  ' 
slavery,  or  the  rights  of  the  owner,  in  any  particu-  i 
lar  Slate,  than  it  has  over  any  other  local  relation 
or  domestic  right ;  and,  therefore,  a  power  to  in- 
terfere with  one  must  be  derived  from  a  power  to 
interfere  with  all.     Sir,  it  is  manifest,  from  the 
avowal  of  the  honorable  mover,  that  he  contem- 
plates a  wider  scope  of  power,  and  the  attainment 
of  important  ends,  other  than  those  which  lie  upon 
the  .surface  of  this  amendment.     The  gentleman 
seemed  not  to  limit  his  view  to  the  municipal  ef- 
fect of  this  power;  in  his  eye  it  was  to  have  an 
indirect  operation  upon  the  Federal  powers  of  the 
Greneral  Government,  since  his  chief^objection  ap- 
peared to  be  to  the  enumeration  of  slaves  in   the 
ratio  of  Congressional  representation.    Sir,  I  think 
it  will  be  in  my  power  to  show  that  the  gentle- 


man's fears,  on  thi.s  score,  are  groundless ;  but  they 
serve  to  prove,  nevertheless,  that  this  is  neither 
wholly  a  question  of  slavery,  nor  a  power  limited 
to  this  singie  object,  but  that  it  is  only  one,  select- 
ed from  an  immense  mass  of  power,  authorizing 
Congress  to  control  the  rights  of  a  free  people  in 
the  formation  of  their  State  constitution  ;  and,  in 
this  way,  to  enlarge  the  operation,  if  not  the  na- 
ture, of  the  political  power  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. 

Having  thus  attempted  to  place  the  real  ques- 
tion before  the  Committee  upon  what  I  conceive 
to  be  its  true  grounds,  I  beg  leave  to  invite  their 
attention  to  a  closer  examination  of  this  subject. 

By  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  it  is 
provided  that  "  new  States  may  be  admitted  hy  the 
Congress  into  this  Union."  This  is  a  power  to 
"  admit"  a  "  State ;"  it  is  no  power  to  form  or 
create  a  State;  it  presupposes  the  right  to  form  a 
State  to  reside  elsewhere ;  and,  as  I  shall  attempt 
to  show  more  particularly  hereafter,  that  right  re- 
sides in  the  people,  and  this  clause  invests  Con- 
gress with  no  power  to  interfere  with  the  exercise 
of  it.  It  is  also  a  power  to  "  admit"  a  "  State ;"  it 
is  not  to  admit  a  Territory,  or  any  thing  less  than 
a  State;  and  it  is  a  power  to  "admit"  a  "State 
into  this  Union."  The  Union,  as  I  shall  presently 
show,  is  nothing  more  than  a  compact  between 
the  States  who  compose  it  and  the  General  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  if  any  member  of  it  is  admitted  upon 
the  principles  of  a  different  compact,  or  with  fewer 
or  greater  privileges,  the  Union,  in  that  respect, 
would  be  changed. 

Such  a  limitation  is  no  disparagement  upon  the 
powers  of  Congress,  and  in  ordinary  cases  would 
be  sufficient  for  every  useful  purpose.  The  power 
in  itself  is,  ordinarily,  discretionary,  and,  m  the 
exercise  of  this  discretion,  where  it  existed,  the 
power  would  be  competent  to  attain  all  ends  con- 
sistent with  the  principles  of  a  republican  Govern- 
ment. In  every  case  where  the  discretion  existed, 
the  people  composing  the  State  or  community  ap- 
plying for  admission,  would  form  their  constitution 
according  to  their  own  views  of  their  welfare  and 
happines.s,  present  it  for  the  acceptance  of  Con- 
gress, and  solicit  admission ;  the  power  to  be  ex- 
ercised by  Congress,  in  such  a  case,  would  be  to 
"admit"  or  reject;  in  the  exercise  of  this  discre- 
tion, it  would  be  their  duty  to  consider  the  nature 
of  the  constitution,  its  influence  upon  the  habits  . 
and  character  of  the  people  who  were  to  be  gov- 
erned by  it,  and,  also,  its  conformity  with  the  spirit 
and  principles  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
as  well  as  the  effect  of  a  new  State  upon  the  in- 
terests and  conditions  of  the  Union  generally.  If, 
after  this  deliberation.  Congress  should  be  willing 
to  exercise  their  power  to  "  admit,"  they  would  of 
course  do  so,  but  they  would  admit  a  "State"  gov- 
erned by  a  constitution  formed  by  the  people,  for 
their  own  government,  in  whom  alone  the  power 
to  form  it  resides;  and  the  State  so  admitted, 
would  take  her  station  with  the  others  composing 
the  Union,  and  then,  and  not  sooner,  the  powers 
of  the  General  Government  would  operate  upon 
her  in  common  with  all  the  others.  If,  on  the 
other  hand.  Congress  should  refuse  to  "  admit," 
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the  people  would  remain  in  their  former  condiUon ;  I  ing  because  they  render  the  exercise  of  the  nowpr 
'L'^T^.^'^.A^.'^'V^^'^^^^^'  of  the JJnion,  U  I  necessary.      n7  treaty   canT  0^0057.^2 


would  continue  in  its  government;  if  a  Territory, 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  it  would  remain 
under  a  Territorial  form  of  government  until,  by 


which  stipulates  for  the  performance  of  any  mat- 
ter which  It  IS  wilhin  the  power  of  the  General 
Government  to  perform ;  a  distinction  to  which 


....       .         ;.  r  :     "•  s^'-  ""'^•"  ««.•.,  u|     v^uveruiueiu   lo  periorm  :  a  distmction  to  whiok 

irZtl  T""  °V^T  '^"^^r "r'  °'  L^"  '''^"^^  '^«  \^ov.or^\A^  gentlemen  from  Penn  Xan.a  rMr 
of  different  council.,  thev  could  obtain  the  as:*ent  |  Hemphill)  did  not  advert,  when  he^fouSd  itn^ 
Rut  I  .?n'r  W^?'  admission  mto  the  Union.  !  cessary  lo  elude  the  obligations  of  the  Trea  vTf 
?.VP  i.;  fl?  '*'^'' '°  T\  '^'  -^^'^'^'^^  °^7  ,  1803,  by  pronouncing  It  unconstitutional.  A?r4tT 
have  been  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  of  such  is  only  unconstitutional,  when  it  stiinilateffor^he 
peopleat  he  time  of  their  admission  into  the  Union,  I  exercL  ofpowers,  or  the  surrender  Shu  wh  ch 
they  would  have  the  right  under  the  principles  of  never  have  been  g  ven  to  the  Genera  fever'nm^t 
our  Government  to  chanrre  it.   f  their  hannin««    k.„  k»i„„„  ..,  .k_^  o...  "       .    ■     ™*'^^*'^°™^»> 


our  Government  to  change  it,  if  their  happiness 
and  the  condition  of  their  internal  affairs  should  at 
anv  time  render  it  necessary. 

If  in  this  instance,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  ordinary 
discretion  of  Congress  existed,  I  should  be  disposed 


but  belong  to  the  States  and  the  people.  This  ia 
the  exposition  which  has  ever  been  given  to  the 
treaty-making  power,  since  the  famous  British 
treaty.  It  would  be  difficult  to  imagine  a  treaty 
that  did  not  contain  some  stipulations  m  regard  to 


.o  exercise  ,.,  aod  refus.  .o  ad™,  .he  S^^^ir^^^^X  Kr  powers  eX  of  .he'  SS  vT^/VS.^^ 
.he  cons.,,„,,on  was  formed  according  .o  my  view,  dcpanmen.s  of  .he  GolemiTem  tL  wwr^ 
of  the  great  interests  of  this  IJnmn-  fKr.n,Th  I  o^    ,^l...\ v^u»c,uun;iu.      i  ne  power  to 


of  the  great  interests  of  this  Union;  though  I  am 
h^  to  admit,  that  much  is  due  to  the  principles 


regulate  commerce,  with  foreign  nation.^,  to  appro- 
priate money,  and  to  raise  armies,  belong  to  Con- 


Of  our  republican  H-cy  for  extending  ^^.  ^.     BuTVhrtreat™m:krn^'^wT"m^ar  S^^^ 

mgsof  self-government  to  all  Its  people,  as  soon  stipulations  in  regard  to  either  anTCrtht  exercise 

a    their  numbers  will  admit  o    it,  and  of  holding  of  either,  and  the  C'ongress  an^the  naL  wouW 

uLf  delde'crtT s^f  'n^ten  fT  f '''''"  "^^  ^""'  '^  ^'^^•"-     ^L  interference  of'congreL 

ntai  aependence      But  sir,  I  contend   that,  in  re-  might,  m  some  instances,  be  necessary  to  carrv  the 

gard  to  the  peop  e  of  Mmouri,  our  discretion  has  stipulations  into  eff»«t;  and  it  wodd  be  thJ[r  d^tv 

fe^P^n^ff '■'^^.'l^  '  n  '^S'''»^^^«  ,«"»^'>"'y  of  the  in  good  faith  to  yield    t.     If  th^y  refund  the  nJ^ 

a^eTotrX^e^J^ex^^cTs:^^  ^'^^  '^^'^^  ^}-$^^^^^^^^^^^^ 


are  not  now  free  to  exercise  it. 

ThepeopleofMissouri  come  herewith  the  Treaty 
of  1803  in  their  hands ;  they  demand  admission 
into  the  Union  as  a  matter  of  right— they  do  not 
solicit  it  as  a  favor.  If  their  constitution  is  repub- 
lican, and  consistent  with  the  provisions  of  that 
under  which  we  are  acting,  we  have  no  alternative, 
unless  it  is  to  refuse  to  execute  our  own  contract- 
to  violate  the  plighted  faith  of  the  nation.  No  one 
will  undertake,  at  thi.i  day,  to  deny  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  had  the  right  to  acquire  the  Territory 
of  Louisiana.  They  had  the  right  also  to  acquire 
It  by  contract ;  the  right  of  acquiring  includes  the 
right  of  governing  it;  and,  in  contracting  for  its 
acquisition,  it  is  competent  to  stipulate  the  terms 
and  the  principles  by  which  the  right  of  governing 
it  should  be  exercised.  If  the  United  States  were 
competent  to  make  the  treaty,  the  treaty  was  com- 


not  be  void.  In  the  very  instanceof  the  Louisiana 
treaty,  it  was  stipulated,  among  other  things,  to 
pay  815,000,000  as  the  price  of  the  cession.  This 
amounted  to  a  stipulation  that  Congress  should 
appropriate  that  sum  of  money.  Congress  cannot 
have,  and  ought  not  to  have,  a  more  unlimited  dis- 
cretion, in  the  exercise  of  any  power,  than  in  (hat 
of  appropriating  money  ;  yet  the  trraty  stipulated, 
that  they  should  exercise  the  power,  and  the  Con- 
gress did  exercise  it;  could  not  the  treaty  then 
stipulate  that  they  should  admit  a  State  into  the 
Union,  and  if  it  do  so,  are  not  Congres*  equally 
bound  to  execute  it?  Shall  it  be  said,  tliat  their 
discretion  is  gone  in  the  one  case,  but  exi«s  in  the 
\l^^  Then,  sir,  has  the  Treaty  of  1803  stipu- 
lated that  Congress  shall  exercise  their  power  to 
admit  this  State,  and  have  Congress  sanctioned 
the  stipulation? 


^tent   to  take  away  the  discretion  o^  Congress,  |      The  third  article  contains  this  provision:  .'The 

supreme  law  of  the    ;  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  b^  incor 


for  it  is  declared  to  be  the 
Und.' 

It  must  also  be  conceded  that  the  power  to  ad- 
mit new  States,  is  one  of  the  powers  of  the  Gene- 
ral Government,  and  I  shall  not  deny  that,  in  its    '  ment  nf  »ll  iK..  ri^k^.""?"  "T"""'  '"  j""  ""'J"'.' 

tk«  C!>»> ;._ ■ I  1     *  .         .  "     J 


^  porated  m  the  union  of  the  United  States,  and 
adinitted  as  soon  as  possible,  according  lo  the  prin- 
•  ciples  of  the  Federal  Con.stitution,  to  the  enjoy- 


the  State.,  its  exercise  may  be"r;iulatld  ^nd^con'-  '  '  the  W™I'^^"  ^  rnnintained  and  protected  in 
trolled  by  'the  treaty-maki Jg  po.?r ;  wiirh'is^Jhe  •  t  ^ToiZZ^k  ly  p^o  ^^ 'S'^'  '"^''^'  '^"^ 
extraordinary  and  supreme  power  of  the  same  Gov-        It  mn?  >^  ^^,.10  i  J  .k'^  .^.u  i  ^    •        . 

e,„.en,.     ^epowLof  .LGeaera.Go.ern^^o.  !  .oirt^T^a^'^^^^^^^^^^ 

itnntc    cnrrvA     vir*k*.. I      _    i *_  .  i    •     i       .i 


erDment 

are  executive,  legislative,  and  judicial;  and  are, 
ordinarily,  exercised  by  the  respective  departments 
on  which  they  naturally  devolve;  they  may  or 
may  not  be  exerted,  as  circumstances  make  it  proper. 
But  the  treaty -making  power  is  the  extraordinary 
power  which  may  stipulate  with  regard  to  the  ex- 
ercise of  any  of  them,  and  its  stipulations  are  bind- 


itants  some  rights  and  advantages  to  which  they 
could  have  no  claim  without  it.  It  will  not  do, 
in  the  interpretation  of  an  important  instrument 
°  k  u  description,  to  say  that  the  only  article 
which  applies  to  the  inhabitants  whose  rights 
would  be  affected  by  the  transfer,  is  a  mere  matter 
of  form,  Without  substance  or  design.     Its  own 
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language  clearly  imports  its  intention,  to  confer 
"rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,"  of  a  politi- 
cal character,  and  buch  as  they  could  not  have 
claimed  as  a  matter  of  right  without  this  stipula- 
tion.    What  would  have  been  the  condition  of 
thepe  inhabiUnts  in  relation  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  if  the  treaty  had  not  contained 
this  provision?     Sir,  the  power  of  the  General 
Government  over  them  and  the  territory,  would 
have  been  supreme ;  it  could  have  kept  them  in  a 
state  of  perpetual  colonial  dependence ;    placed 
over   them   any  form   of  government   whatever, 
and,  if  it  pleased,  have  sAld  them  again  to  any 
foreigii  Power.     It  would  have  been  completely 
discretionary  to  have  "incorporated"  them  into 
the  Union  or  not,  as  it  pleased,  and  to  give  them 
such  rights  as  it  thought  proper,and  when  it  pleased. 
Now  these  are  the  very  powers  this  treaty  meant 
to  tie  up;  and  when  we  consider  the  objections: 
which  the  language  and  foreign  habits  of  these  I 
inhabitants  might  have  interposed  to  their  incor-  ! 
poration  into  the  Union,  and  that  the  United  States  i 
were  bargaining  more  for  the  free  navigation  of ' 
the  MLssissippi  river  than  an  accession  of  territory 
or    population,  it   became  an  imperious  duty  on 
the  French  Government  to  .stipulate,  that  if  the  i 
United  States  obtained  their  object,  they  should  be 
compelled  to  extend  the  rights  and  advantages  of 
free  government  to  the  inhabitants.  ; 

They  are  to  be  incorporated  into  the  Uniov,  of ' 
the  United  States,  and  are  to  be  admitted  as  soon 
as  possible  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  rights,  advan-  ' 
tages,  and  immunities,  dtc.,  and  "  in  the  vuantime 
they  are  to  be  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of 
their  property."  This  latter  clause  shows  that 
their  incorporation  into  the  Union  meant  more 
than  a  Territorial  form  of  government ;  they  were 
to  be  under  such  a  government  until  they  could 
be  incorporated  into  the  Union,  and  during  that 
time  their  property  was  not  to  be  disturbed.  It 
was  only  under  that  form  of  government  that  the 
United  Stales  could  interfere  with  these  rights.  ; 
Their  power  would  cease  when  it  became  possible 
to  incorporate  them  into  the  Union,  and  admit 
them  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  "rights,  advan- 
tages, and  immunities,  of  citizens  of  the  United 
Stales;"  in  virtue  of  which,  they  would  themselves 
be  authorized  to  regulate  their  own  property. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  people  of  Missouri 
cannot  be  incorporated  into  the  Union  but  as  the 
people  of  a  "  Sute,"  exercising  State  government. 
It  is  a  Union  of  States,  not  of  people,  much  less 
of  Territories.  A  Territorial  government  can  form 
DO  integral  part  of  a  union  of  State  governments; 
neither  can  the  people  of  a  Territory  enjoy  any 
federal  rights,  until  they  have  formed  a  State  gov- 
ernment, and  obtained  adrai.ssion  into  the  Union. 
The  most  im()ortant  of  the  federal  advantages  and 
immunities  consist  in  the  right  of  being  repre- 
sented in  Congress — as  well  in  the  Senate  as  in 
this  House — the  right  of  participating  in  the  coun- 
cils by  which  they  are  governed.  These  are  em- 
phatically the  "rights,  advantages,  and  immuni- 
ties, ot  citizens  of  the  United  States."  The  inhab- 
itant of  a  Territory  nuTely  has  no  such  righte — 
he  is  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.     He  is  in 


a  state  of  disability,  as  it  respects  his  political  or 
civil  rights.  Can  it  be  called  a  "  right'-  to  acquire 
and  hold  property,  and  have  no  voice  by  which 
Its  disposition  is  to  be  regulated  ?  Can  it  be  called 
an  advantage  or  immunity  of  a  citizen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  be  subjected  to  a  Gorernment  in 
whose  deliberations  he  has  no  share  or  agency, 
beyond  the  mere  arbitrary  pleasure  of  the  govern- 
or—to be  ruled  by  a  power  irresponsible  (to  him, 
at  least)  for  its  conduct?  Sir,  the  rights,  advan- 
tages, and  immunities,  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  which  are  their  proudest  boast,  are 
the  rights  of  self-government — first,  in  their  State 
constitutions;  and  secondly,  in  the  Grovemment 
of  the  Union,  in  which  they  have  an  equal  parti- 
:  cipation. 

j      It  is  said,  however,  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
j  from   Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Hemphill,)  that  they 
I  are  to  be  admitted  according  to  the  principles  of 
I  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  that  as  by  those 
I  principles  it  is  discretionary  in  Congress  to  admit 
or  not,  we  are  at  liberty  to  act  or  not.     Surely,  sir, 
this  argument  resembles  too  nearly  a  play  upon 
words  to  be  received  by  a  grave  legislative  body, 
professing  to  execute  in  good  faith  the  spirit  of  a 
treaty.      Such  a  construction  would  render  the 
treatv  a  mere  nullity.     It  is  plainly  to  say  to  the 
people  of  Missouri,  that,  though  we  cannot  deny 
that  the  treaty  has  stipulated  that  you  shall  be  ad- 
mitted, yet  that  we  shall  take  the  liberty  of  execu- 
ting the  contract  or  not,  as  we  please.     There  is, 
first,  a  definite  and  distinct  stipulation  "  that  the 
inhabitants  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  Union  of 
the  United  Slates;"  and  then  follows  the  subse- 
quent clause  of  the  article,  clearly  explanatory  of 
the  nature  of  the  "incorporation,"  to  wit:  "andad- 
'  mitled  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  prin- 
'  ciples  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoy- 
'  ment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immuni- 
^  ties  of  citizens  of  the  United  States."     In  this  is 
included  as  positive  an  engagement  that  Congresis 
shall  exercise  their  power  to  admit  these  inhabit- 
ants into  the  Union,  as  there  is  in  the  other  articles 
of  the  treaty,  that  Congress  shall  pass  the  necessary 
laws  for  carrying  their  respective  provisions  into 
effect^     The  words  "  according  to  the  principles  of 
the  Federal  Constitution"  obviously  apply  to  the 
extent  of  the  population,  or  the  obligations  incurred 
in  virtue  of  the  admission.     This  is  most  manifest 
from  the  provision  that  they  shall  beadmiUed  "as 
soon  as  possible,"  according  to  the  principles  of  the 
Federal  Constitution.     If  it  had  been  designed  to 
leave  the  matter  discreticmary,  it  would  have  been 
useless  to  provide  for  their  admission   "as  soon 
as  possible."     If  the  provision  had  been  that  they 
should  be  admitted  as  soon  as  their  numbers  shall 
amount  to  forty  thousand,  there  would  have  been 
no  doubt.    The  actual  provision  is  not  less  explicit. 
It  makes  it  obligatory  upon  Congress  to  admit 
them  as  soon  as  they  have  the  power  to  admit 
them  under  the  Constitution.      They  have  this 
power  as  soon  as  the  population  is  sufficiently  nu- 
merous, according  to  the  established  ratio  of  ref>- 
resentation,  to  entitle  the  State  to  one  lieprejcnt- 
ative. 
Sir,  this  clause  is  entirely  in  favor  of  the  rij^s 
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of  the  inhabitants,  and  restrictive  of  the  powers 
of  Congress.  Its  object  was  not  raeroly  to  secure 
their  incorporation  in  the  Union,  which  might 
have  been  liable  to  some  embarrassment,  but  also 
to  secure  to  them  that  incorporation,  and  the  free 
enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  im- 
munities of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  accord- 
ing to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution. 
Such,  sir,  I  insist,  is  the  true  exposition  of  this 
treaty,  a  treaty  adopted  by  Congress,  with  a  full 
knowledge  of  such  exposition,  which  has  been 
uniformly  given  to  it  by  every  act  of  the  Govern- 
ment since  its  ratification.  As  I  deem  the  true 
import  of  the  treaty  of  much  importance  in  this 
argument,  1  must  beg  your  permission  to  refer, 
with  some  particularity,  to  the  acts  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  this  respect. 

One  principal  point  of  difference  between  the 
two  great  parlies,  by  which  the  people  of  this 
country  were  originally  divided,  was  in  regard  to 
the  force  and  enect  of  the  treaty-making  power. 
Mr.  Jefferson,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  Admin- 
istration when  the  treaty  of  1803  was  concluded, 
entertaining  the  opinion  that  it  was  not  binding 
upon  Congress  until  it  received  their  approbation, 
submitted  it  to  them,  and  recommended  the  pass- 
ing of  the  necessary  laws  to  carry  it  into  effect. 
The  party  at  that  day  opposed  to  Mr.  Jefforson's 
Administration  pronounced  the  treaty  unconstitu- 
tional, because  it  stipulated  to  admit  States  into 
the  Union,  carved  out  of  a  territory  which  formed 
DO  part  of  the  old  Thirteen  States.  Tht-y  did  not 
deny  the  force  of  a  treaty  containing  engagements 
in  regard  to  the  powers  of  Congress,  but  said  that 
no  department  of  the  General  Government  had 
power  to  make  new  States  out  of  new  territory. 
The  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  which  I  have 
been  speaking  was  the  objectionable  clause,  and 
both  parties  concurred  in  ascribing  to  it  the  same 
con-struction  for  which  I  now  contend.  On  that 
occasion,  Mr.  Griswold,  of  Connecticut,  and  one 
of  the  ablest  and  mo.st  distinguished  statesmen  of 
whom  this  country  can  boast,  when  speaking  of 
the  just  interpretation  of  this  third  article,  said: 
"It  IS  perhaps  somewhat  difficult  to  ascertain  the 
'  precise  effect  which  it  was  intended  to  give  the 
'  words  which  have  been  used  in  this  stipulation. 
'  It  is  however  clear,  that  it  was  intended  to  incor- 

*  porate  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  into 

*  the  Union,  by  the  treaty  itself,  or  to  pledge  the 
'  faith  of  the  nation  that  such  an  incorporation 
'  should  take  place  within  a  reasonable  time." 
The  honorable  Mr.  Tracy,  of  the  Senate,  upon 
the  same  occasion,  and  in  reference  to  the  same 
article,  also  expressed  himself  in  the  following 
terms:  "The  obvious  meaning  of  this  article  is, 
'  that  the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana  are  incorpo- 
'  rated  by  it  into  the  Union  upon  the  same  footing 
'  that  the  territorial  governments  are,  and  the  ter- 

*  ritory,  when  the  population  is  sufficiently  nu- 
'  merous,  must  be  admitted  as  a  State,  with  every 
'  right  of  any  other  State."  Mr.  Pickering  went 
even  further,  and  said  :  "  If  in  respect  to  the  Lou- 

*  isiana  treaty,  the  United  States  fail  to  execute, 
'  and  within  a  reasonable  time,  the  engagement 
'  in  the  third  article  to  incorporate  the  territory  in 


'  the  Union,  the  French  Government  will  have  a 
*  right  to  declare  the  whole  treaty  void."  This 
construction  was  acquiesced  in  by  the  opposite 
side,  who  contended  that  the  power  to  admit  new 
States  was  not  confined  to  the  old  territory,  and, 
that  as  the  treaty  was  now  submitted  for  the  ap- 
probation of  Congress,  they  had  only  to  determine 
whether  it  was  expedient  to  adopt  it  with  this  prcv- 
vision.  After  the  utmost  deliberation,  and  with  a 
full  understanding  of  the  clear  import  of  this 
third  article.  Congress  determined  to  adopt  the 
treaty.  They  accepted  the  territory,  and  passed 
the  necessary  laws  for  carrying  it  into  full  effect. 
They  made  it  their  own  act.  They  subsequently 
divided  it  into  two  territorial  governments,  and 
made  no  attempt  to  prevent  the  existence  of 
slavery  in  either;  they  sold  the  land,  and  invited 
emigrants  to  go  thither  from  other  parts  of  the 
United  States,  and  buy  and  settle,  but  did  not  pro- 
hibit them  from  carrying  their  slaves  with  them. 
They  sold  the  land  and  put  the  money  in  the  pub- 
lic treasury.  As  soon  as  the  population  of  that 
part  of  the  territory  called,  under  the  division, 
Louisiana,  became  sufficiently  numerous,  Congress 
admitted  it  into  the  Union  as  a  State  upon  the 
same  footing  with  the  original  States:  no  attempt 
was  made  to  insist  upon  a  restriction  .«imilar  to 
the  present,  or  to  impose  any  other  condition 
against  their  consent  which  in  any  manner  af- 
fected the  rights  of  the  people  in  the  exercise  of 
their  sovereign  power.  The  provisions  to  which 
Congrei»s  required  the  people  of  Louisiana  then 
to  submit,  will  be  found,  with  one  exception,  to  be 
such  as  were  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  which  they  would  have 
been  subjected,  though  they  had  not  put  them  into 
their  constitution.  Their  enumeration  in  the  law 
was  wholly  a  matter  of  caution.  On  that  occa- 
sion, also,  the  people  voluntarily  assented  to  the 
terms,  and  the  right  of  Congress  to  impose  condi- 
tions against  their  will  never  was  asserted.  It 
was  particularly  so  in  that  part  of  the  law  which 
stipulated  that  the  lands  sold  by  the  United  St;ttes 
should  not  be  taxed  for  five  years.  It  is,  however, 
to  be  remarked,  that  this  was  not  a  destruction  of 
the  power  in  the  people  to  tax  the  land ;  it  was  an 
agreement  merely  between  the  parties  to  suspend 
it  for  a  term  of  years ;  but  the  restriction  now 
attempted  to  be  imposed  upon  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri is  a  complete  annihilation  of  their  power 
and  right  forever.  In  the  case  of  Louisiana  it 
was  no  part  of  their  constitution  ;  it  was  a  mere 
agreement  by  separate  contract  not  to  use  a  power 
admitted  to  be  in  them  for  a  limited  time.  In  the 
case  of  Missouri  it  is  an  attempt  to  make  a  con- 
stitution extinguishing  a  power,  and  making  that 
constitution  irrevocable. 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States  having  thus 
given  a  contemporaneous  interpretation  to  this 
treaty,  and  their  own  obligations,  have,  by  the 
most  unequivocal  and  positive  acts,  encouraged 
the  emigration  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
from  the  other  States,  who  have  gone  thither  in 
the  expectation,  and  under  the  engagements  of 
Congress,  that  the  territory  should  be  incorporated 
into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the 
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original  States,  as  soon  as  the  population  would 
justify  it,  and  they  stand,  therefore,  upon  the  .same 
footing,  and  are  entitled  to  the  same  rights,  which 
belonged  to  the  inhabitants  residing  there  at  the 
time  of  the  cession. 

It  appears  to  me,  therefore,  Mr.  Chairman,  to 
be  established  past  controversy,  that  Congress  are 
bound  to  admit  the  Missouri  Territory  info  the 
Union  ;  and  that  we  have  no  discretion  to  admit 
or  reject  it.  If  we  have  no  such  discretion,  how 
is  it  possible  that  we  can  require  from  the  people  any 
terms  which  are  founded  on  this  discretion?  We 
can  only  enforce  our  terms  by  declining  to  admit 
the  State,  unless  they  are  as.sentpd  to;  but,  we 
have  no  power  to  refuse  to  admit,  and  therefore 
we  have  as  little  power  to  prescribe  the  terms  of 
admission. 

I  am  willing  to  admit,  however,  sir,  that  if  there 
be  any  thing  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  which  will  authorize  Congress  to  impose 
this  restriction  upon  the  people  of  Missouri,  inde- 
pendent of  our  power  to  reject  the  State,  the  treaty 
will  not  prevent  its  exercise.  These  people,  though 
they  have  a  right  to  be  incorporated  into  the  Union 
as  a  State,  as  the  people  of  a  State,  they  are  to  be 
entitled  to  no  greater  privileges,  or  liable  to  greater 
obligations,  than  the  people  of  any  other  State, 
under  the  Federal  Constitution. 

What,  then,  are  the  principles  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  and  the  powers  conferred  upon  Con- 
gress in  this  respect? 

The  fundamental  principle  of  this  and  of  every 
republican  Government  is,  that  the  sovereign  power 
resides,  and  is  inherent  in  the  people,  and  not  in 
the  Government.  The  sovereign  power  is  the , 
right  of  the  people  to  unite  together  for  objects  of 
their  mutual  safety  and  advantage,  and  to  estab- 1 
lish  a  public  authority  to  order  and  direct  what  is 
to  be  done  by  each  in  relation  to  the  end  of  the 
association.  Upon  the  principles  of  our  Govern- 
ment, all  the  sovereignty  is  in  the  people — they  are  I 
the  fountain  whence  it  all  flows,  and  the  General 
Government  has  no  other  power  than  what  the  peo- 
ple have  delegated  to  it  for  Federal  purposes.  These 
are  the  rights  asserted  in  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence; they  are  those  for  which  our  fathers 
contended  with  Great  Britain,  and,  wherever  man 
is  found,  he  is  found  in  the  possession  of  them.  In 
the  establishment  of  the  public  authority,  a  greater 
or  less  portion  of  power  may  be  delegated  by  the 
people  by  voluntary  engagements  ;  but,  whatever 
may  be  the  power  delegated,  the  sovereignty  is  not 
impaired,  since  it  was  by  their  will,  and  may  be 
recalled  or  modified  by  the  same  will  when  the 
ends  and  objects  of  their  association  require  it ;  all 
Governments  are  instituted  for  the  protection  of 
this  right  in  the  people.  Before  the  formation  of 
the  Union,  the  prople  of  each  State  were  sovereign 
and  independent ;  they  had  exercised  their  sover- 
eignty in  the  formation  of  State  constitutions  and 
governments ;  they  not  only  retained  all  power  not 
given  to  these  governments  by  their  constitutions, 
but  they  possessed  the  ri^ht  and  power  of  altering 
and  changing  their  constitutions  at  will.  In  virtue 
of  this  sovereign  power,  the  people  of  the  old  States 
consented  to  form  a  compact  of  union,  for  their 


mutual  safety  and  equality  of  rights,  and  they  con- 
sented to  vol,  in  the  Government  of  the  Union, 
certain  powers,  the  better  to  guaranty  to  the  people 
the  enjoyment  of  the  remainder.     The  powers  of 
the  General  Government  are  therefere  limited,  and 
all   the   power   not   delegated   remains  with  the 
States,  as  far  as  their  constitutions  give  it,  and 
with  the  peonle.     In  all  other  respects  the  Slates 
and  the  people  are  as  completely  sovereign  as  they 
were  before  the  Union.     It  will  not  be  pretended 
that  the  people  have  ever  surrendered  their  right 
to  alter  and  change  their  State  constitutions,  and 
to  make  any  provision  not  inconsistent  with  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Slates.  It  follows,  then, 
from  these  principles,  that  a  State  is  a  body  of 
men  united  together  for  their  common  interest ; 
the  term  imports  sovereignty,  and,  in  our  Union, 
it  imports  that  portion  of  sovereignty  which  has 
not  been  given  to  the  General  Government,  and 
which  resides  with  the  people.     When  we  speak, 
therefore,  of  admitting  a  State  into  the  Union,  we 
can  mean  nothing  more  than  the  admission  of  a 
community   of  people   in   whom    the    sovereign 
power  resides,  into  another  community  of  States, 
by  which  they  voluntarily  agree  to  refrain  from 
the  exercise  of  a  certain  portion  of  their  power, 
whenever  it  is  incompatible  with  the  powers  of 
the  Union;  in  every  other  respect  their  power  re- 
mains as  it  did  before  their  admission.     The  ad- 
mission of  a  State  cannot  enlarge  the  powers  of  a 
Union,  though  it  may  limit  the  exercise  of  the 
sovereignty  in  the  State.     The  powers  exerted  by 
the  General  Government  are  in  virtue  of  the  au- 
thority vested  in  it  bv  the  Constitution ;  while  the 
powers  exerted  by  the  State  governments  are  in 
virtue  of  the  sovereign  power  in  the  people.     The 
interference  of  Congress  can  neither  change  the 
original  compact  of^the  Union,  nor  abridge  the 
rights  of  the  people.     The  moment  a  new  State  is 
adrnfitted,  the  people  advance  to  the  enjoyment  of 
the  federal  rights,  and  the  General  Government  to 
the  exercise  of  the  federal  powers,  not  in  conse- 
quence of  any  new  compact,  but  in  virtue  of  the 
old   compact  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  to  which  the  people  of  the  new  Slate  rol- 
untarily  submit  and  become  parties  when  they  are 
admitted  into  the  Union.     The  General  Grovern- 
ment  cannot  alter  this  Constitution ;  they  can  only 
exercise  the  powers  conferred  by  it.     They  can- 
not, therefore,  deprive  the  people  of  a  new  State 
of  any  federal  right,  which,  in  relation  to  them, 
does  not  exist  until  their  admission  into  the  Union; 
the  federal  rights  of  the  people,  and  the  powers  of 
Congress,   spring   into   existence   together.     The 
powers  of  Congress  are  wholly  independent  of  the 
nature  or   provisions  of  the   State  constitution, 
whatever  that  provision  may  be;  they  have  an 
uncontrolled  sway  within  their  federal   sphere; 
and,  therefore,  no  new  compact  can  be  necessary 
to  their  operation.     If,  then.  Congress  can  exer- 
cise no  federal  power  until  the  State  is  admitted, 
and  if  upon  that  admission  they  can  neither  abridge 
nor  augment  the  federal  rights,  by  what  authority 
can  they  interfere  with  municipal  rights  whicn 
form  no  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  but  reside  in  the  people?    It  cannot  be 
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reasoaably  contended  thai  the  Goaeral  Govern- 
ment can  form  a  State  constitution — if  they  can- 
not form  it  in  the  whole,  they  cannot  form  it  in 
part.  How  can  they  make  a  constitution  for  the 
State  when  they  could  not  make  their  own,  and 
cannot  alter  it  now  that  it  has  been  made  by  the 
people  and  States?  If  the  General  Government 
can  confer  no  municipal  rights,  it  is  because  they 
neither  possess  any  nor  have  the  power  to  control 
them;  and,  if  they  cannot  enlarge,  it  is  impossible 
they  can  abridge  them. 

The  powers  of  the  General  Government  arc 
purely  federal ;  they  are  neither  national  nor  mu- 
nicipal; the  rights  of  the  people,  \n  their  State 
governments,  are  both  national  and  municipal. 
The  jurisdiction  of  the  Federal  Government  ex- 
tends to  the  connexions,  intercourse,  and  com- 
merce of  the  Republic  with  foreign  States  and 
nations,  and  with  each  other  as  sovereign,  inde- 
pendent States.  But  the  administration  of  all 
their  local  concerns ;  the  regulation  of  their  do- 
mestic relations;  the  rights  of  property,  together 
with  the  whole  routine  of  municipal  regulations, 
belong  to  the  States  and  the  people.  Judge 
Tucker,  in  his  commentary  upon  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  adopts  this  as  the  grand 
boundary,  as  marking  the  limits  between  the  Fed- 
eral and  State  jurisdictions:  to  the  former  he 
allots  "jurisdiction  in  all  cases  arising  under  the 
'  political  laws  of  the  Confederacy,  or  such  as  re- 
'  late  to  its  general  concerns  with  foreign  nations, 
'  or  to  the  several  States,  as  members  of  the  Con- 
'  federacy;  and  to  the  latter,  the  cognizance  of  all 
'  matters  of  a  civil  nature,  or  such  as  properly  be- 
'  long  to  the  head  of  municipal  law,  except  in  one 
*  or  two  instances  which,  being  in  derogation  of 
'  the  municipal  jurisdiction  of  the  several  States, 
'  ought  to  be  strictly  construed." — 1  vol.  Ttui. 
Black.  178. 

The  only  instances  which  now  occur  to  me,  in 
which  the  General  Government  possess  any  mu- 
nicipal power,  are  those  to  pass  laws  of  banlirupt- 
cy  and  naturalization,  and  the  right  of  securing 
to  authors  and  inventors  the  use  of  their  produc- 
tions. In  all  other  cases  in  which  the  exercise  of 
the  municipal  powers  of  a  State  are  abridged,  it 
is  by  restricting  their  operation,  botli  by  the  State 
and  the  Greneral  Government,  as  incompatible 
with  some  other  power  vested  in  the  Union.  I 
never  before  heard  it  contended,  that  the  Geaeral 
Government  could,  in  any  manner,  interfere  with 
the  local  aliairs  of  a  State,  or  the  rights  of  prop- 
erty of  the  people.  Their  power  to  do  so  is  de- 
nied by  every  commentator  who  has  undertaken 
to  expound  the  Constitution.  In  the  2d  volume 
of  the  Federalist,  p.  82,  it  is  said: 

"  The  powers  delegated  by  the  proposed  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Federal  Government,  arc  few  and  defined. 
Those  which  are  to  remain  to  the  State  govcrnmcnla, 
are  numeroas  and  indefinite.  The  former  will  be  ex- 
ercised principalij  on  external  objecU;  as  war,  peace, 
negotiation,  and  foreign  commerce;  with  which  last 
the  power  of  taxation  will,  for  the  most  part,  be  con- 
nected. The  powers  reserved  to  the  aevcriii  Htatea 
will  extend  lo  all  the  objects  which,  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  affairs,  concern  the  lives,  liberties,  and  prop- 


;  ertiea  of  the  people,  and  the  internal  ord«r,  inprove- 
[  meot,  and  prosperity  of  the  State." 

Judge  Tucker,  also,  in  another  part  of  his  com- 
mentary on  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  re^ 
serving  to  the  States  and  the  people  all  power  not 
delegated,  says: 

"  The  Congress  of  the  United  States  (KMsess  no 
power  to  regulate  or  interfere  with  the  domestic  con- 
cerns or  pohce  of  any  State;  it  belongs  not  to  them 
to  establish  any  rules  respecting  the  rights  of  proper- 
ty."—Tuc*.  Black.,  p.  316. 

If,  then,  Congress  possess  no  municipal  powers, 
no  power  to  interfere  in  the  local  concerns  of  a 
State,  or  to  establish  rules  respecting  the  rights  of 
property,  by  what  mode  of  reasoning  can  they  ac- 
quire any  such  power  against  the  consent  of  those 
from  whom  it  is  to  be  wrested,  or  in  any  manner 
interfere  with  its  exercise  by  the  legitimate  au- 
thority ?  If  Missouri  were  admitted  a.s  a  State,  do 
such  power  could  be  exercised  by  the  General 
Government ;  they  are  then  attempting  to  force 
the  people  of  a  Statis  to  give  them  a  power  which 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  denies  to 
them! 

If,  then,  Congress  can  exercise  no  municipal 
power,  the  right  to  do  so  resides  with  the  people ; 
and,  when  they  come  to  form  a  constitution,  tney 
exert  it  in  the  manner  most  conducive  to  their 
happiness.    Congress  can  do  no  more  than  au- 
thori/.e  the  people  to  exert  the  power  which  is  thus 
inherent  in  them.     There  is  a  manifest  distinction 
between  the  existence  of  a  right,  and  the  exercise 
of  that  right.     The  right  may  remain  dormant  for 
any  length  of  time,  and  so  it  does  with  the  people 
of  the  Territory,  until  the  permission  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  is  given  ;  then  it  is  the  right  be- 
comes active  ;  but  it  is  still  the  right  of  the  people, 
and  not  of  Congress.     It  is  the  sovereign  power, 
which  consists  in  the  right  to  establish  a  public 
authority  to  order  and  direct  the  local  affairs  m 
relation  to  the  end  of  the  association.     This  au- 
thority includes  their  executive,  legislative,  and 
judiciary  departments;  the  righu  of  life,  liberty, 
and  property  ;  the  course  in  which  property  may 
be  transmitted  ;  the  manner  in  which  debts  may 
be  recovered ;  the  right  of  defining  and  punishing 
offences  against  society  ;  and  the  establishment  and 
regulation  of  all  the  dom(>stic  relations — husband 
and  wife,  parent  and  child,  guardian  and  ward, 
master  and  servant.     Could  Congress,  in  author- 
izing a  people  to  form  a  constitution,  control  any 
of  these  regulations,  or  modify  either  of  the  above 
relations  ?    Could  we  prescrioe  the  term  of  office 
of  the  Executive,  or  the  mode  of  selecting  or  ap- 
pointing the  Legislature  or  Judiciary  ?    Could  we 
say  that  property  should   not  descend  to  all  the 
children  equally,  or  not  devisable  by  will  ?   Could 
we  detine  the  marital  rights,  or  establish  certain 
relations  between  parent  and  child,  guardian  and 
ward,  or  master  and  servant  ?     No  one  can  pre- 
tend that  we  could,  and  for  the  plain  reason  that 
they  are  objects  of  municipal  power,  of  which  we 
are  entirely  destitute.     The  relation  of  master  and 
slave   IS  but  a   domestic   relation,  involving  the 
right  of  property,  and  every  legal  consequence  of 
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auch  a  relation.  There  are  no  rights  growing  out 
of  the  relation  of  master  and  servant,  that  do  not 
attach  to  that  of  master  and  slave,  excepting  that 
the  master  may  have  greater  power,  and  the  slave 
fewer  rights ;  but  the  rights  of  the  master  are, 
nevertheless,  rights  of  property,  and  his  obligations 
are,  to  use  the  property  in  conformity  with  the 
laws  and  municipal  regulations  of  the  State  of 
which  he  is  a  member.  It  is  a  domestic  relation 
in  every  Slate  of  the  Union  in  which  it  exists,  and 
the  subject  of  their  municipal  power.  I  shall  not 
stop  to  inquire  into  the  moral  nature  of  this  rela- 
tion, or  the  right  of  sovereign  power  to  tolerate  it, 
though  I  think  it  is  apparent  that  the  power  to 
hold  a  man  in  slavery  is  the  highest  exercise  of 
sovereignty ;  it  is  sufficient  for  this  argument  that 
it  was  a  subsisting  relation  in  these  States;  that 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  found  it  ex- 
isting, recognised  it  as  the  subject  of  property, 
cognizable  by  the  municipal  jurisdiction  of  the 
State,  and  stipulated  to  guaranty  both  the  property 
and  the  jurisdiction. 

The  Union  itself  is  composed  of  States,  and  the 
Constitution  formed  by  people  tolerating  slavery, 
and  holding  their  slaves  as  subjects  of  property  ; 
and  it  never  could  have  been  their  design  to  estab- 
lish an  authority  competent  to  subvert  this  prop- 
erty.    The  General  Government  have  recognised 
this  relation  as  the  subject  of  property,  by  accept- 
ing the  transfer  of  territory  from  North  Carolina, 
with  an  express  stipulation  that  Congress  should 
not  even  inhibit  the  toleration  of  slavery  within 
it,  while  it  remained  under  a  Territorial  form  of 
government.     The   Constitution   also   recognises 
the  right  of  property  in  slaves,  by  providing  for 
their  enumeration  in   the  ratio  of  representation, 
and  by  constituting  them  the  objects  of  taxation.  ' 
A  recurrence  to  the  54th  number  of  the  Federalist  I 
will  show  that  this  article  was  founded  chiefly  on'! 
the  idea  that  slaves  were  property.     It  is  there  said  ^ 
expressly  that  "slaves  are  considered  as  property." 
It  further  recognises  property  in  the  slave,  and  also  ' 
the  authority  of  the  municipal  jurisdiction,  in  leav-  \ 
ing  the  regulation  of  the  States  in  this  respect  un- 
disturbed, under  which  they  are  bought  and  sold,  ' 
for  payment  of  debts,  as  property,  pass  to  execu-  j 
tors  and  administrators  as  property,  and  its  free 
enjoyment  protected  in  the  same  manner  as  any  | 
other  species  of  property.     But,  sir,  the  Constitu-  ; 
tion  not  only  recognised  property  in  slaves  held  at 
the  time  of  its  adoption,  but  it  guarantied  the  right 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  import  them 
from  abroad  for  the  period  of  twenty  years.     It  not 
only  refrained  from  disturbing  the  property  exist- 
ing, or  with  its  natural  increase,  but  it  encouraged 
an  accession  to  its  numbers  through  the  most  odi- 
ous channel.     This  very  amendment  treats  it  as  : 
property,^-wnce  it  deems  the  existing  slaves  as  sa- 
cred, and  speaks  freedom  only  to  their  future  pro- 
geny.    So  far  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
are  confined  to  the  recognition  of  property  in  slaves,  ! 
both  in  enjoyment  and  accumulation.     But  it  does  , 
not  stop  here ;  it  protects  the  enjoyment  of  the 
property  against  the  encroachment  of  municipal 
jurisdiction.     This   is  clearly  inferable  from  the  j 
second  section  of  the  fourth  article,  which  author-  I 
16th  Co.N.  lit  Ses8 37  , 


J  izes  an  absconding  slave  to  be  reclaimed  by  his 
owner.     This  provision  is  a  complete  exposition 
I  of  the  whole  spirit  of  the  Constitution.     It  admits 
the  right  in  each  State  to  make  its  own  regula- 
tions uj)on  this  species  of  property;  to  tolerate  or 
abolish.     Without  this  clause  in  the  Constitution, 
it  would  have  been  in  the  power  of  each  State  to 
abolish  slavery,  and  prevent  the  owner  even  of  an 
,  absconding  sljrv  e  from  claiming  him  as  such.    The 
probability  that  such  a  policy  would  be  adopted  in 
some  of  the  States,  suggested  the  necessity  of  this 
provision,  and  it  therefore  became  one  of  the  ob- 
jects of  the  Constitution  to  protect  this  very  spe- 
cies of  property.     All  the  power,  therefore,  in  Con- 
^  gress,  over  the  slaves  legitimately  brought  here,  is 
a  protecting  power  for  the  benefit  of  the  owner, 
and  a  protecting  power  merely  against  the  con- 
,  flicting  policy  of  State  regulations,  of  which  it  is 
[  the  peculiar  object.     But  the  instant  it  is  admitted 
I  to  be  property,  it  becomes  the  subject  of  municipal 
authority  only,  and  is  invested  with  all  the  rights 
and  disabilities  of  property.     It  would  be  very  diffi- 
cult to  assign  a  reason  why  the  rights  of  the  owner 
in  this,  more  than  in  any  other  species  of  property, 
could  be  affected  ;  and  yet  it  is  directly  invaded  by 
this  amendment. 

It  first  proposes  to  set  free  the  is.sue  of  all  the 
slaves  now  in  Missouri,  in  the  face  of  the  treaty, 
which  stipulates  that  the  inhabitants  shall  be  pro- 
tected in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  property  ;  and 
it  further  interferes  with  the  citizen  of  another 
State,  in  the  use  of  the  very  property  which  the 
Constitution  permitted  him  to  acquire,  and  stipu- 
lated to  protect,  or  at  least  not  to  destroy.  If  this 
restriction  be  not  imposed,  the  citizen  of' the  South 
would  be  permitted  to  remove  to  Missouri,  and 
take  his  slaves  with  him,  provided  the  municipal 
laws  of  that  people  did  not  prohibit  him.  But, 
as  the  Confess  cannot  destroy  this  right  by  a 
direct  law.  they  propose  to  do  it  by  an  indirect  as- 
sumption of  power,  in  which  is  involved  not  mere- 
ly a  usurpation  of  the  rights  of  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri, but  a  violation  of  the  guarantee  of  the  rest 
of  the  States! 

We  have  been  referred,  however,  to  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence,  as  declaratory  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Constitution  in  this  respect.  I  should 
scarcely  have  deemed  this  topic  worthy  of  an  an- 
swer, but  for  the  confidence  Avith  which  it  has 
been  reiterated  in  this  debate.  If  the  abstract  prin- 
ciples contained  in  this  memorable  paper  could 
possibly  be  supposed  to  have  any  reference  to  the 
condition  of  the  black  population  in  the  United 
States,  yet,  as  it  preceded  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution, their  practical  effect  must  depend  alto- 
g ether  upon  the  positive  provisions  of  that  charter, 
tut  the  truth  is,  sir,  that  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence had  no  reference  to  those  persons  who 
were  at  that  time  held  in  slavery.  It  was  pro- 
nounced by  the  freemen  of  the  country,  and  not  by 
slaves.  No  one  pretended  that  they  acquired  any 
claim  to  freedom  on  this  account;  on  the  contrary, 
the  Revolution  found  them  in  a  state  of  servitude, 
the  acknowledgment  of  our  actual  independence 
left  them  so,  and  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  perpetuated  their  condition.     The  Declara- 
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tion  of  Independence  was  the  act  of  open  resUt- 
ance  on  the  part  of  the  white  freemen  ot  the  colo- 
nies, against  the  pretensioDs  of  the  mother  country 
to  govern  them  without  their  consent ;  to  assert 
their  inalienable  right  of  self-government,  and  to 
alter  or  abolish  it  whenever  it  should  be  necessary 
to  affect  their  safety  and  happiness.  It  was  the 
resistance  of  freemen  to  the  assumption  of  a  power 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  precisely  similar  to 
that  which  we  are  now  endeavoring  to  impose 
upon  the  people  of  Missouri.  It  expres.sly  a.-^serts 
the  principles  that "  all  just  powers  of  government 
are  derived  from  the  consent  of  the  governed  ;  and 
the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or  aoolish,  and  in- 
stitute it  anew,  as  to  them  shall  seem  most  likely 
to  efiect  their  safety  and  happiness."  I  do  not  deny 
that  the  principles  of  the  Declaration  of  Indei)en- 
dence  are  those  of  the  Constitution  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, I  admit  that  they  are  those  upon  which  all 
our  institutions  repose ;  they  are  those  upon  which 
the  people  of  Missouri  claim  the  right  to  make 
their  own  constitution,  and  re.si9t  the  imposition 
of  any  species  of  government  deriving  its  powers 
from  any  other  source.  But  1  contend  that  it 
never  designed  to  assume  or  assert  any  principle 
whatsoever  in  regard  to  the  slave  population  of  the 
United  States,  and  therefore  that  it  cannot  be  u.sed 
in  this  debate,  either  as  declaratory  of  their  rights 
or  explanatory  of  the  principles  of  the  constitution 
and  government  in  their  behalf.  It  is  unreasonable 
to  assert  the  contrary,  when  every  one  knows  that 
while  the  freemen  of  this  country  were  openly  re- 
sisting the  usurpations  of  the  British  Crown,  they 
did  not  relax  in  the  slightest  degree  their  hold 
upon  the  negro  slave;  and  to  him  it  was  a  matter 
ol  entire  unconcern  who  should  govern  his  master, 
as  in  ail  conditions  his  master  would  continue  to 
govern  him.  I  do  not  advocate  the  consistency  of 
all  this :  I  take  things  as  I  find  them  under  our 
form  of  Government ;  though  when  we  throw  our 
eye  towards  St.  Domingo,  and  reflect  upon  the 
scenes  which  ensued  the  heedless  enthusiasm 
which  characterized  the  French  Revolution,  we 
cannot  fail  to  admire  the  cautious  wisdom  of  our 
ancestors  in  not  hazarding  the  great  object  of  their 
struggle,  by  suddenly  letting  loose  their  unfortu- 
nate, though  degraded,  slave  population.  Besides, 
sir,  the  principles  of  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence would  not  be  satisfied  by  merely  loo.sening 
the  shackles  of  the  slaves  ;  they  would  assert  not 
only  the  rights  of  a  freeman,  but  an  equality  of 
those  rights,  civil  and  political.  And  where  is  the 
State  in  the  Union  in  which  the  emancipated  ne- 
gro has  been  admitted  to  the  enjoyment  of  equal 
rights  with  the  white  population  ?  i  know  of  none. 
Id  some,  to  be  sure,  their  rights  may  be  greater 
than  in  others ;  but  in  none,  I  believe,  are  they 
upon  an  equality.  In  the  State  which  I  have  the 
honor  in  part  to  represent,  it  has  been  the  settled 
uniform  policy  to^reserve  a  marked  and  wide 
discrimination,  and  I  am  free  to  expre.ss  a  hope  that 
the  policy  will  never  be  abandoned.  I  am  an  ene- 
my to  slavery,  but  I  should  deprecate  a  policy  as- 
sailing that  discrimination  which  reason  and  na- 
ture have  interposed  between  the  white  and  black 
population.     I  forbear  to  press  this  part  of  the  sub- 


ject, sir :  it  presentk  many  dark  images,  which  it 
would  be  unbecoming  in  me  here  to  expres.*.. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  honorable  mover  of  this 
resolution  has  said  that  we  are  not  now  enfor- 
cing the  old  compact  of  Union  ;  but  are  to  make  a 
new  one,  with  a  new  State,  and  he  derived  this 
power  from  the  clau^e  authorizing  Congress  to 
admit  new  States,  though  he  did  not  take  the 
trouble  to  deal  much,  in  detail,  upun  this  point. 

I  sliall  not  deny  that  Congress  have  the  power 
to  make  a  contract,  where  the  partus  which  it  is 
to  allect  voluntarily  enter  into  it,  and  where  it  is 
necessary  in  the  exercise  of  the  U>gitimate  objects 
of  the  Government ;  but  they  cannot  make  a  con- 
tract upi>n  any  subject  beyund  their  delegated 
powers,  nor  can  they  make  a  contract  which  varies 
the  original  compact  of  Union,  the  essence  of 
which  is  an  equality  of  rights  among  the  States. 
If,  therefore.  Congress  possess  no  municipal  pow- 
ers under  the  Constitution,  nor  the  power  to  control 
them  in  the  States,  they  can  acquire  none  by  any 
new  contract ;  for  this  would  be  to  get  more  power 
than  it  was  designed  they  should  possess. 

Sir,  this  argument  of  the  honorable  mover  is  a 
decided  exposition  of  the  broad  nature  of  the  power, 
and  the  weakness  of  his  cause.  If  this  restriction 
can  be  impoM^'d  only  by  contract,  then  it  admits 
that  the  right  i.s  inherent  in  the  people  of  Missouri ; 
that  we  can  only  control  it  by  contract  with  them; 
and,  that  if  this  contract  is  not  acceded  to  by 
them,  we  have  no  power  over  it.  By  the  contract, 
they  are  solicited  to  surrender  a  right  which  they 
would  be  at  liberty  to  exercise,  if  not  restrained  by 
the  contract  ;  a  right  which  we  cannot  exercise  or 
interfere  with,  under  the  Cunstitutiou,  without  the 
contract.  It  follows,  then,  that,  under  such  a  con- 
tract, if  it  were  completed,  the  people  would  have 
fewer  righus,  or  you  more  power,  than  the  Con- 
stitution confers.  If  such  a  doctrine  cuuld  be  tol- 
erattnl,  the  General  Government  would  be  omnip- 
otent. Sir,  the  fallacy  of  the  argument  is  yet  more 
apparent.  You  do  nut  even  prupoM.*,  by  tais  com- 
pact, to  get  the  right  of  exercising  a  new  power; 
lor  if  the  people  of  Missouri  should  agree  to  your 
terms,  you  could  not  take  the  power  which  you 
require  them  to  .-surrender,  .^-ince,  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, you  could  not  useit,  any  more  than  you  could 
any  other  branch  of  their  municipal  autnority  ;  it 
would  not  amount  then  to  a  stipulation,  that  the 
State  should  nut  ejcercise  the  power  which,  if  they 
were  to  surrender,  you  could  not  employ.  It  would 
be  not  a  grant,  but  an  extinction  of  power — a  com- 
plete annihilation,  never  again  to  be  resumed.  It 
is  impossible,  upon  any  known  principle,  that  such 
acontractcould  be  good,  since  it  proposes  to  destroy 
an  inalienable  right  in  the  people — a  right  to  alter 
and  abolish  their  constitution  of  government. 

But,  again,  sir ;  it  is  necessary,  for  the  validity 
of  any  compact,  that  the  parties  should  be  both  able 
and  willing  to  contract.     If  it  is  not  their  voluntary 


act,  it  is  not  binding^;  it  is  an  usurpation  upon  the 

ing    par  .  " 

people  of  Missouri  to  insert,  or  not,  this  provision 


unwilling   party 


Uing;  it  u 
,-.     Then, 


here   is  a  right  in  the 


in  their  constitution  of  State  government ;  it  is 
not  incompatible  with  your  powers ;  it  depends 
wholly  upon  their  sovereign  will  and  pleasure  to 
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put  it  in,  or  leave  it  out,  and  to  modify  it,  in  this 
respect,  at  any  future  day ;  you  desire,  however, 
to  nave  it  in,  and  to  guard  against  its  revocation  ; 
you  can  only  accomplish  this  by  a  contract,  into 
which  the  people  must  voluntarily  enter.    But  they 
refuse  to  make  the  contract ;    they  say  they  lu-e 
desirous  to  retain  this  right;  they  will  not  give  it 
up.     What,  then,  becomes  of  the  idea  of  compact  ? 
Can  you  ibrce  tliem  to  agree  to  your  terms  ?     No  : 
then  what  is  your  remedy  ?     In  ordinary  cases,  it 
would   be  to  refuse  to  admit  the  State,  until  the 
constitution  should  be  conformed  to  your  views ; 
and  even  this  would   resemble,  very    much,  the 
exercise  of  force,  by  withholding  immunities  to 
which,  according  to  the  policy  of  the  Governmenl, 
tiiey  would  have  a  strong   claim;  but    then  the 
provisions  of  their  constitution  would  not  be  unal- 
terable, and  you  could  not  make  them  so.     But 
what  is  yoqr  power  or  remedy  when  this  dwcretion 
to  admit,  or  reject,  is  taken  away?     1  know  of 
none,  consistent  with  the  obligations  of  good  faith. 
I  have  shown  you  that  you  have  already  madeone 
contract  with  these  people;  I  refer  to  the  treaty, 
and  the  act.H  of  Congress  under  it ;  and  that,  by 
the  terms  of  this  contract,  you  have  bound  your- 
seives  to  admit  them  into  the  Union,  with  rights 
equal  to  those  retained  by  the  people  of  the  other 
States.     Is  not  that  compact  as  solemn  as  any  that 
could  now  be  made  ?     These  people  have  fulfilled 
their  part  of  the  contract ;  you  have  enjoyed  all 
the  rights  and  advantages  s«'cured  to  you  under  it, 
and  they  come  now  and  demand  the  performance 
of  your  part.     Wiiat  is  the  language  you  employ  ? 
You  say,  it  is  true  we  have  made  this  contract 
with   you,  but  it  turns  out  to  be,  in  the  view  of  a 
part  of  the  country,  a  hard  bargain  ;  it  secures  to 
you  more   rights,  and   allows  us  less    di-scretion, 
than  we  are  willing  to  submit  to ;  and,  unless  you  ; 
will  now  consent  to  change  its  terms,  and  enter  : 
into  a  new  compact,  by   which  you  are  to  have 
fewer  rights  than  the  citizens  of  any  other  State, 
we  will  violate  our  faith  !     We  have  agreed  to  ad- 
mit you  as  a  State ;  but,  unU>ss  you  con-sent  to  be  ' 
less  than  a  State,  we  will  do  nothing!     We  will 
have  nothing  to  say  to  you,  unless  you  will  now  ! 
hind  yourselves  aod  vour  posterity,  by  an   irrevo-  , 
cable  ordinance,  to  let  us  make  your  constitution  i 
in  abridgment  of  your  own  rights;  which  shall  be 
unalterable  in  all  future  times.     Sir,  as  between 
individuals,   such  a   case  would  require  only  to  ' 
be  stated,  to  expose  its  fallacy  and  injustice;  and  ' 
I  can  acknowledge  no  different  principles  l)etween 
States,  more  especially  where  your  want  of  good 
faith  infuses  the  spirit  of  jealousy  into  the  minds  ; 
of  your  citizens,  and  weakens  the  great  rock,  of  \ 
oonfideBce  in  your  justice,  upon  which  the  power 
of  this  Union  reposes  ! 

But  the  ordinance  of  1787.  has  been  referred  to, 
and  confidently  relied  upon,  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Hemphill,)  as  il- 
lustrative of  his  idea  of  compact,  and  the  power  of 
Congress  in  thb  respect.  The  cases  are  entirely 
diwiimlar.  I  shall  not  detain  you,  Mr.  Chairman, 
with  a  repetition  of  the  arguments  so  often  urged, 
with  great  ability  and  with  much  success,  against 
the  legality  of  this  ordinance  ;  I  shall  content  my- 


;  sell  with  showing  its  inapplicability,  in  fact  or 
principle,  to  the  case  now  under  our  consideration. 
We  have  now  nothing  to  do  either  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  that  ordinance  or  the  authority  by  which 
;  It  was  established.     The  people  of  Missouri  do  not 
claim  to  be  admitted  according  to  the  principles  of 
either  ;  but  they  demand  admission  according  to 
j  the  terms  of  the  treaty  and  the  principles  of  the 
'  present  Constitution. 

This  ordinance  was  the  act  of  the  old  Confed- 
eration ;  and  whatever  power  they  may  have  had 
to  acquire  the  ceded  territory,  it  is  admitted,  on  all 
hands,  that  they  passessed  no  authority  to  establish 
a  territorial  form  of  government,  or  to  admit  new 
States  without  the  consent  of  nine  of  the  States 
composing   the  old   Confederacy.      The  territory 
northwest  of  the  river  Ohio  to  which  the  ordinance 
I  was  applied,  was  ceded  by  Virginia ;  it  was,  at  tlie 
time  of  its  cession,  uninhabited,  excepting  by  a 
few  French  and  Canadian  settlers,  who  held  slaves; 
after  its  acquisition  by  the  old  Confederacy,  it  vns 
discovered  that  they  had  no  power  to  govern  it, 
;  without  the  consent  of  the  State  by  whom  it  was 
ceded;  they,  therefore,  framed  the  ordinance  of 
1787,  providing  for  its  erection  into  Stales,  and  for 
the  prohibition   of  involuntary  servitude.     Thia 
ordinance  was  to  be  in  the  nature  of  a  compact, 
between  the  Sutes  ceding  it,  the  United  States, 
'  and  the  people  cA'  the  territories ;  it  became  necesr- 
sary,  therefore,  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  State 
of  Virginia  to  the  ordinance,  which  she  gave  by 
her  act  passed  the  30th  of  December,  1788 ;  aad 
ill  this  manner  the  ordinance  of  1787  may  be  con- 
sidered as  forming  the  terms  oi  the  cession  by  the 
Slate  of  Virginia.     The  French  and  Canadiaa 
inhabitants  there,  at  the  time  of  the  cession,  were 
not  affect^-d  by   the  ordinance ;  they  continued  to 
hold  their  slaves,  the  issue  of  which  are  held  by 
their  posterity  to  the  present  day.     This  ordinance 
was  considered  doubtful,  until  the  adoption  of  the 
present  Constitution,  by  the  1st  clause  of  6th  arti- 
cle of  which  it  was  supposed  to  be  confirmed. 

But  this  confirmation  shows  it  to  be  in  the  na* 
ture  of  a  compact,  and  not  a  law ;  a  compact  vol- 
unUrily  entered  into  by  all  the  parties  connected 
with  it ;  not  incorporated  in  the  present  Constitu- 
tion as  agrantof  power,  or  explanatory  of  its  jMin- 
ciples;  but  mertly  sanctioned  by  a  single  clause, 
providing  for  the  validity  of  contracts.  It  was  a 
contract  made  by  the  party  ceding  the  territory  ; 
it  did  not  propose  to  affect  the  rights  of  persons 
residuig  there;  it  was  to  operate  as  a  contract 
upon  those  who  should  subsequently  remove  thith- 
er ;  such  persons,  therefore,  went  under  this  ordi- 
nance; they  voluntarily  became  parties  to  it;  and 
luch  only  settled  there  as  were  willing  to  live 
without  slaves,  and  subject  to  the  terms  of  the 
compact.  In  this  manner  the  country  became  set- 
tled by  a  non-siaveholding  population,  and  when 
they  came  to  make  their  constitution  and  State 
government-s,  they  voluntarily  framed  them  accord- 
ing to  their  own  feelings  and  habits.  Beyond  this, 
I  deny  that  there  was  any  binding  force  in  this 
ordinance.  It  was  not  competent  for  it  to  take 
away  the  right  of  altering  the  constitutions,  though 
it  is  a  right  existing  in  theory  merely,  as  the  m- 


w 


^1 


1159 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1160 


H.  or  R. 


Admittiem  </  iHsmmri. 


FEMDAar,  1820. 


terests  of  the  people  will  no  doubt  always  pre- 
vent any  alteration  in  this  respect.  If  the  same 
policy  had  been  pursued  by  Congress  in  respect  to 
the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  from  the  date  of  its  ac- 
quisition, a  similar  effect  would  have  been  pro- 
duced, and  -all  the  unpleasant  convulsions  to  which 
the  present  attempt  to  usurp  power  is  likely  to  give 
rise,  would  have  oeen  prevented. 

So  far,  then,  as  this  famous  ordinance  is  good 
for  any  thing,  it  is  good  only  in  the  nature  of  a 
contract ;  it  is  so  treated  by  every  gentleman  who 
has  noticed  it  in  debate  ;  and  a  contract  made  be- 
fore the  present  Constitution,  and  applicable  to  a 
particular  territory,  by  the  consent  of  the  power 
ceding  it.  It  has,  then,  clearly  performed  its  of- 
fice; It  is /iinctus  oficio  ;  it  applies  to  no  other  ter- 
ritory either  in  fact  or  principle.  It  does  not  fol- 
low, that,  because  the  old  Confederation  concluded 
a  contract,  which  the  people  of  the  United  Stotes 
subsequently  confirmed,  that  therefore  the  present 
Congress  can  make  a  similar  contract,  enlarging 
their  own  powers,  without  the  same  sancticm  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  who  have  yet 
delegated  no  such  authority. 

But  here  the  people  of  Missouri  have  a  contract 
also,  though  it  is  one  of  a  very  different  nature 
from  that  of  the  ordinance  of  1787.  Their  con- 
tract stipulates  for  their  admission  to  the  enjoyment 
of  equal  rights,  immunities,  and  advantages,  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  the  restriction 
proposed  can  only  l>e  enforced  by  compact,  inde- 
pendent of  the  Constitution/  We  say  to  them, 
that,  unless  they  w^ill  agree  lb  tack  the  ordinance 
of  1787  to  the  treaty,  whose^rovisions  will  thereby 
be  entirely  varied,  we  will  violate  its  tenns,  or  dis- 
regard them.  What  would  have  been  said,  if  we 
had  insisted  upon  similar  concessions  by  the  States 
formed  out  of  the  territory  ceded  by  North  Caro- 
lina, which  were  also  admitted  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  contract  of  cession  ?  We  nave  as 
little  right  to  insist  upon  them  in  regard  to  the 
people  of  Missouri  as  we  had  to  dictate  them  to 
those  States.  It  is  in  both  cases  a  violation  of 
gt>od  faith.  Under  this  treaty  we  accepted  a  ter- 
ritory in  which  slavery  existed,  and  rights  of  prop- 
erty recognised  by  the  government  ceding  it.  We 
stipulated  to  protect  the  enjoyment  of  that  property. 
We  have  encouraged  einigation  of  the  free  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  thither  by  our  whole 
course  of  policy.  We  have  in  no  insunce  at- 
tempted to  interdict  the  transportaton  of  slaves 
there,  excepting  by  a  law  which  lived  but  a  year 
aud  was  then  repealed ;  this  law  prevented  their 
introduction  there  for  sale  merely;  it  permitted, 
and  thereby  encouraged,  their  introduction  by  per- 
sons removinsr  into  the  territory  to  settle.  In  this 
way,  under  our  own  auspices,  this  species  of  prop- 
erty has  been  acquired,  and  we  now  attempt,  in 
the  face  of  our  own  acts,  and  in  defiance  of  the 
treaty,  not  only  to  force  the  people  of  .Missouri  to 
give  up  their  right  to  form  their  constitution,  in 
regard  to  the  future  introduction  of  slaves  by  per- 
sons going  there  to  live,  but  also  to  annihilate  all 
the  rights  already  acquired  ;  we  force  them  to  do 
what  we  never  thought  it  prudent  ourselves  to  at- 
tempt, even  when  we  had  the  power ! 


No  little  reliance  has  also  been  placed,  by  the 
honorable  mover,  upon  the  clause  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, vesting  in  Congress  a  power  to  dispose  of  and 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting 
the  territory,  or  other  proj>eTty  belonging  to  the 
United  Sutes. 

I  do  not  propotse  to  enter  minutely  into  the  in- 
quiry whether  the  power  of  C'ongress  to  establish 
a  territorial  government  is  derived  from  this  clause. 
I  incline  to  the  opinion  that  it  is  not.  The  power 
here  conferred  is  a  power  to  dispose  of  and  make 
needful  rules  respecting  the  property  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  It  was  designed,  I  think,  to  authorize 
the  sale  of  the  land  for  purjioses  of  revenue,  and 
all  regulations  which  might  be  deemed  necessary 
for  its  proper  disposition  ;  or  to  convert  it  to  other 
public  objects  disconnected  with  sale  or  revenue; 
to  retain  this  power,  even  after  the  Territory  had 
assumed  a  State  government,  and  perhaps  to  di- 
vest from  the  State  government  the  right  of  taxing 
it,  as  it  would  do  the  property  of  individuals.  It 
is  silent  as  to  the  people,  and  their  slaves  are  the 
property  of  their  owners,  and  not  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  right  to  govern  a  territory  is  clearly 
incident  to  the  right  of  acquiring  it.  It  would  be 
absurd  to  say  that  any  Government  might  purchase 
a  territory  with  a  fwpulation,  and  not  have  the 
power  to  give  them  laws;  but,  from  whatever 
source  the  power  is  derivable.  I  admit  it  to  be  ple- 
nary, so  long  as  It  remains  in  a  condition  of  terri- 
torial dependence,  but  no  longer.  I  am  willing  at 
any  time  to  exercise  this  power.  I  regret  that  it 
has  not  been  done  sooner.  But,  though  Congress 
can  give  laws  to  a  Territory,  it  cannot  prescribe 
them  to  a  State.  The  condition  of  the  people  of 
a  Territory  is  to  be  governed  by  others ;  of  a  State 
to  govern  themselves.  This  is  the  great  favor  we 
permit  them  to  enjoy  when  we  exalt  them  to  the  cha- 
racter of  a  State.  The  instant  we  authorize  them  to 
form  their  constitution,  the  territorial  disabilities, 
and  the  powers  of  Congress  over  them,  crumble 
together  in  the  dust.  A  new  being,  and  a  new  re- 
lation spring  up ;  the  State  authority,  derived  from 
the  just  power  of  the  jieople,  takes  its  place ;  every 
feature  of  the  territorial  authority  becomes  effaced, 
and  the  federal  powers  of  Congress,  encircling  a 
State,  commence  their  operation.  There  is  noth- 
ing of  territorial  disability  on  the  one  hand,  or 
territorial  authority  on  the  other,  which  passes  into 
the  new  order  of  things;  if  they  did,  the  State 
would  be  incomplete. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  honorable  mover  also 
relied  very  confidently  on  the  ninth  section  of  the 
first  article  of  the  Constitution,  which  provides 
that  "the  migration  or  importation  of  such  per- 
'  sons  as  any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall  think 
'  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  Con- 
'  gress  prior  to  the  year  1808,  but  a  tax  or  duty 
'  may  be  imposed  on  such  importation,  not  exceed- 
'  ing  ten  dollars  for  each  jjerson."  It  is  said  that 
this  clause  invests  Congress  with  the  power  of 
prohibiting  the  removal  of  slaves  from  one  State 
of  the  Union  to  another ;  but,  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  seriousness  and  sincerity  with  which  it  has 
been  pressed  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Peuosyivania,  (Mr.  Uempbill,)   I   should  have 
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deemed  it  worth v  of  but  a  very  few  remarks.     It 
now  deserves  a  close  examination. 

It  is  apparent,  and  indeed  is  admitted  by  all, 
that  this  clause  contains  no  grant  of  power,  but 
restricts  for  a  lunited  period  the  exercise  of  an  ex- 
isting power.     And  also  that  the  power,  whatever 
it  may  be,  is  now  the  same  over  the  old  as  the 
new  States.    Unless,  therefore,  Congress  possesses 
the  power^  by  some  other  provision  in  the  Consti- 
tution, to  inhibit  the  removal  of  slaves  from  one 
State  into  another,  this  clause  cannot  refer  to  that 
description  of  persons,  or  to  that  mode  of  removal. 
Conceding,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  the  full  im- 
port of  this  clause,  I  cannot  conceive  of  any  thing 
more  destitute  of  weight  in  this  matter.    For,  sup- 
pose Congress  to  possess  the  power  to  prohibit  the 
carrying  of  slaves  from  one  State  into  another,  it 
is  a  power  merelv  of  legislation,  for  they  have  no 
other  than  legislative  powers.      They  would  be 
obliged  to  exercise  it  by  a  law,  and  could  do  so,  as 
weir  after  the  State  should  be  admitted  as  before. 
The  power  in  Congress  to  legislate  up<.)n  this  sub- 
ject confers  no  authority  to  compel  the  people  of 
Missouri  to  put  the  provision  into  their  constitu- 
tion ;  but  should  be  exercised  whenever  circum- 
stances required  it,  without  reference  to  the  acts  of 
the  State.     Besides,  no  legislative  act  of  this  de- 
scription could  be,  in   its  nature,  irrevocable ;  but 
here  is  an  expedient  to  convert  a  power  of  legis- 
lating in  the  ordinary  way,  into  a  constitution- 
making  power,  with    the  dangerous   novelty   of 
making  it  unalterable!    The  very  attempt  to  com- 
pel the  surrender  of  their  rights,  in  this  respect, 
from  the  people  of  Missouri,  is  in  itself  conclusive, 
that   gentlemen  who  rely  upon   this   clause,  are 
themselves  aware  that  even  the  legislative  power 
does  not  exist.     Nor  does  it  exist,  sir. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.   Hemphill)  admits  that  he  must  find   the 

Eower  in  some  other  part  of  the  Constitution ;  and 
e  says  it  is  conuined  in  the  clause  authorizing 
Congress  "  to  regulate  commerce  among  the  sev- 
eral States."  He  supposes  the  authority  to  pre- 
vent the  importation  ol  slaves  from  abroad  is  de- 
rived from  the  power  to  "regulate  commerce  with 
foreign  nations  ;"  and  that,  therefore,  the  authority 
to  prevent  the  *'  migration  of  them  from  one  State 
to  another,"  is  derived  from  the  similar  power  in 
relation  to  the  internal  commerce.  But  the  gen- 
tleman must  not  only  be  correct  in  this  position, 
but  he  must  additionally  show  that  the  word  "  mi- 
gration" applies  to  slaves  at  all,  and  also  to  their 
removal  from  Slate  to  State,  to  sustain  his  argu- 
ment. He  is  correct  in  neither.  The  power  to 
prohibit  the  "  importation"  of  slaves  from  foreign 
countries  is  not  derived  from  the  clause  to  regulate 
commerce  with  foreign  nations.  If  it  were,  the 
prohibition  could  only  be  made  where  the  slaves 
were  brought  into  the  United  States  in  the  way  of 
commerce;  it  would  confer  no  power  to  prevent  a 
Canadian,  or  inhabitant  of  Florida,  from  moving 
over  the  line  with  his  family,  and  .settling  on  a 
farm  for  agricultural  purposes  merely. 

I  derive  the  authority  from  a  much  more  exten- 
sive .M>urce— from  the  general  unlimited  power  in 
the  Federal  Government  to  regulate  all  our  con- 


cerns and  intercourse  whatsoever  with  foreign  na- 
tions, and  prohibit  the  coming  in  as  well  of  free- 
men as  slaves  for  any  purpose  or  in  any  mann» 
whenever  the  public  exigencies  of  the  country  ren^ 
der  it  adviseable.    But,  though  the  right  or  pro- 
hibiting  the   importation  ol   slaves  from  abroad 
should  be  inferred  from  the  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce with  foreign  nations,  it  does  not  follow  that 
the  right  to  prevent  their  removal  from  State  to 
State  would  be  derived  from  the  power  to  regulate 
commerce  "  among    the   several   States."     The 
phraseology  of  this  clause  is  different — the  regula- 
tion is  to  be  "  among  the  several  States."     Con- 
gress have  no  right  to  make  any  reflation  which 
applies  only  to  one  or  two  States ;  it  must  be  gen- 
eral among  the  whole;  all  must  share  the  advan- 
tages or  disadvantages  of  the  regulation,  whatev«- 
they  may   be.     Partial  regulations  of  commerce 
was  precisely  the  evil  which  the  power  vested  in 
the  Congress  was  intended  to  guard  agamst.     It 
was  easily  foreseen,  if  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  State  and  State  were  left  to  the  Stateau- 
thorities,  that,  by  means  of  local  regulations,  or 
improper  contributions  levied  on  the  transportation 
of  merchandise  through  its  territory,  any  one  State 
might  materially  interfere  with  the  legitimate  com- 
merce of  another;  these  would  naturally  lead  to 
counteracting  measures  by  the  other  State,  and,  in 
this  manner,  combinations  and  collisions,  ruinous 
to  the  interests  of  all,  would  follow. 

The  prevention  of  these  evils  was  the  principal 
object  of  giving  the  power  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment.* It  is  a  power  in  a  common  Government 
for  a  common  benefit;  and  the  same  regulation 
must  be  applied  to  all  the  States  equally.  It  was 
intended  to  secure  to  the  citizens  of  every  State 
the  right  of  carrying  their  merchandi.se  when  and 
wheresoever  their  interests  dictated,  without  inter- 
ruption from  the  conflicting  views  of  any  other 
State;  it  could  never  have  ^n  the  design  to  pro- 
hibit entirely  the  carrying  of  merchandise  from 
one  State,  or  from  any  of  the  States,  into  one  par- 
ticular State.  Such  an  idea  is  at  once  repelled 
by  the  fifth  paragraph  of  the  ninth  section  of  the 
first  article,  which  provides  that  "no  preference 
'  shall  be  given,  by  any  regulation  of  commerce  at 
'  revenue,  to  the  ports  of  one  State  over  those  of 
'  another."  As  connected  with  this  part  of  the 
subject,  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  the  power  is 
to  "  regulate  commerce,"  not  to  abolish  or  prohibit 
it  altogether.  I  will  not  deny  that  Congress  may, 
when  any  public  occasion  requires  it,  suspend  the 
commercial  intercourse  "  among  the  several  States" 
for  a  limited  time,  but  I  do  insist,  that  any  law 
which  should  prohibit  it  forever  would  be  uncon- 
stitutional. Will  any  gentleman  contend  that 
Congress;  have  power  to  say  that  the  State  of 
Georgia  should  never  hereafter  send  rice,  which  is 
clearly  an  article  of  commerce,  into  the  State  of 
Mis.<;ouri,  or  compel  the  people  of  the  latter  State 
to  agree,  by  an  irrevocable  ordinance,  never  to  ad- 
mit the  article  of  rice  to  be  received  into  her  State 
from  any  other  part  of  the  Union?  And  if  the 
power  to  prohibit  the  removal  of  slaves  depends 
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upon  the  right  to  refi^late  commerce,  it  most  be 
because  they  are  articles  of  commerce ;  and,  there- 
fore, like  every  other  article  of  a  commercial  na- 
ture.    AffaiD,  sir,  the  power  to  regulate  commerce 
must  apply  only  to  an  intercourse  purely  comraer- 
ciai,  and  to  articles  used  and  transported  in  the 
way  of  commerce.     All  articles  of  household  fur- 
niture, and  implements  of  agriculture,  may  be  used 
in  the  way  of  commerce ;  they  are  so  when  they 
are  bought  and  sold,  or  carried  about  for  saie ;  but 
they  cannot  be  so  considered  when  they  are  carried 
by  their  proprietor  for  his  own  use,  when  he  pleases 
to  remove  from  one  State  into  another ;  such  a  re- 
moval would  form  no  part  of  the  commerce  among 
the  States.     Nor  will  it,  I  apprehend,  be  pretended 
that  the  General  Gk)verament  could,  in  such  a  case, 
prevent  the  removal ;  because  the  Constitution  se- 
cures him  equal  privileges  in  every  State ;  and 
they  would  have  as  little  power  to  prevent  him 
from  taking  his  property  with  him,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  remilating  "  commerce  among  the  several 
States."     The  right  of  remov-ing  necessarily  in- 
cludes the  right  of  carrying  one's  family  and  prop- 
erty with  him.     Sir,  the  slave  is  in  no  greater  de- 
gree an  article  of  commerce,  when  his  owner,  in 
his  transit  from  one  State  into  another  for  agricul- 
tural purposes,  takes  him,  as  a  part  of  his  property, 
to  assist  m  working  his  land,  than  any  other  mem- 
ber of  his  family,  or  any  other  article  of  his  prop- 
erty.    He  does  not  carry  him  as  an  article  of  com- 
merce ;  there  is  no  buying  or  selling  in  the  case. 
This  amendment,  however,  applies  to  this  as  well 
a»  the  instances  of  transportation  for  purposes  of 
Kile.     But,  sir,   the   honorable  gentleman    from 
Pennsylvanisi  is  obliged  to  admit  that  the  term 
''im^rtation"  cannot  apply  to  intercourse  between 
the  States  ;  .since  a  lax  or  duty  may  be  imposed 
on   such   importation,  and   the  Constitution   ex- 
pressly orovides,  that  "no  tax  or  duty  shall  belaid 
on  articles  exported  from  any  State."     Now,  sir, 
importation  may  be  by  land  as  well  as  by  water ; 
and  you  could  not,  at  any  period,  either  before  or 
after  the  year  1808,  impose  any  tax  upon  the  ex- 
portation from  a  State.     The  gentleman's  argu- 
ment, then,  involves  him  in  this  inconsistency — 
that  though  Congress  cannot  at  any  time  impose 
any  duty  on  articlcK  exported  from  any  State,  they  i 
may  prevent  their  exportation  altogether;  or  that, 
though  you  have  the  power  to  prevent  the  trans- 
portation of  slaves  from  State  to  State  by  land, 
you  have  no  power  whatsoever  over  them  if  car- 
ried by  water;  or  that,  though   importation  and 
migration  both  bemeansuf  carrying  on  commerce, 
yet,  under  the  general  power  to  regulate  that  com 
merce,  you  may  abolish  one  but  not  the  other ! 
Again,  sir,  It  has  never  been  dtnicd  that  the  power 
m  Congress  to  regulate  commerce  is  an  exclusive 
power— the  States  cannot  exercise  it ;  and,  there- 
iore,  if  the  right  to  prevent  the  removal  of  slaves 
from  one  State  to  another  is  a  part  of  this  power. 
rt  must  of  course  be  exclusive.     And  yet,  sir,  wc 
see  that  all  the  States  have  constantly  made  their 
own  regulations  upon  this  subject.    1  have  already 
shown  you,  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  expressly  recognises  their  right   to  do  so; 
thttr  uniform  practice  has  given  a   contempora- 


I  neous  construction  to  the  instrument,  by  exercinhivr 
the  power  ever  since  its  adoption  ;  and   if  a  con*^ 
trary  doctrine  should  now  prevail,  all  those  slaves 
,  who  have  been  hitherto  declared  free,  by  reason  of 
I  a  violation  of  any  State  regulation,  are  yet  slaves 
and  may  be  reclaimed  by  their  owners!     But  it  is 
I  impossible  that  such  a  doctrine  can  ever  prevail. 
It  appears  to  me,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the 
right  contended  for  cannot   be  derived  from  the 
i  power  to  regulate  commerce  among  the  several 
States ;  and  therefore  that  the  power,  which  was 
restrained  until  the  year  1808,  was  that  of  prevent- 
;  ing  the  migration  or  importation  of  persons  from 
foreign   countries   only.     It   would    be   very    im- 
I  material,  in  the  present  argument,  whether  ihc 
I  word  persons  related  to  slaves  only,  or  to  freemen  as 
I  well  as  slaves ;  I  believe,  however,  it  relates  to  both. 
In  a  just  interpretation  of  this  clause,  we  are  bound 
[  toassign  toeachworda  distinct  meaning,  to  suppof<e 
j  that  each  bad  a  definite  object,  and  that  neither  was 
used  unnecessarily.     If  both  "  migration"  and  "  im- 
I  portation"  be  applied  to  slaves,one  would  be  wholly 
i  useless.     The  word  "  importation"  would  embrace 
;  every  possible  means  by  which  slaves  could  be  in- 
troduced into  the  country  against  their  will,  as  it 
would  every  means  by  which  they  could  be  removed 
from  one  State  into  another.     We  see,  moreover, 
that,  upon  the  importation  only,  the  imposition  of 
a  tax  or  duty  is  authorized,  and,  if  slaves  can  mi- 
grate at  all,  they  do  so  as  well  when  coming  hither 
Irom  a  foreign  countrj-,  as  in  going  from  State  to 
State,  and  it  is  therefore  unreasonaWe  tt)  suppose 
that  while  it  was  the  evident  policy  and  intention 
to  prevent  their  coming  in  at  all,  the  "  importation" 
only  would  be  obstructed,  and  their  "migration'' 
left  free  and  unrestricted. 

But,  sir,  the  word  '•migration"  cannot  apply  to 
the  forcible  or  involuntary  removal  of  a  slave  from 
any  State,  foreign  or  domestic.  It  is  the  volun- 
tary act  of  a  free  agent ;  and  a  slave  has  no  such 
will,  and  is  no  such  agent ;  he  is  subject  to  the 
will  of  a  master,  by  whom  all  his  actions  are  con- 
trolled. It  is,  moreover,  a  right,  so  defined  by  all 
the  best  writers  on  the  subject ;  it  is  the  rig^t  of 
quitting  one's  country,  and  of  going  into  another 
in  the  pursuit  of  wealth  and  happines.s,  and,  accord- 
ing to  the  principles  of  our  republican  form  of 
government,  it  is  inalienable.  But,  will  it  be  pre- 
tended that  the  slave  has  any  such  right,  when 
we  have  seen  that,  in  the  only  instance  in  which 
he  voluntarily  leaves  his  master's  service,  he  is 
compelled,  in  defiance  of  all  the  municipal  regula- 
tions of  other  States,  to  be  reclaimed  ?  No,  sir,  he 
has  no  such  right ;  he  never  changes  his  residence, 
but  under  the  compulsion  of  a  power  he  dare  not 
resist.  It  is  no  exercise  of  a  right,  when  the  un- 
haj)py  slave  is  taken  by  his  owner  from  place  to 
place — ^he  obeys  a  hard  fate  which  he  cannot  con- 
trol, and  he  can,  with  no  more  propriety,  be  said 
to  migrate,  than  the  exile  who  is  driven  from  his 
family  and  home,  into  involuntary  banishment. 

The  term  "migration,"  as  here  used,  is  also  a 
general  one,  and  nas  relation  to  the  government 
by  which  it  is  to  be  controlled.  Its  true  meaning 
is  that  of  quitting  their  own  country,  and  of  re- 
moving beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Government ; 
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its  meaning  is  precise  and  technical.  Therefore, 
though  a  man  may  change  his  residence,  so  long 
as  he  reoiains  under  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  he  does  not  migrate,  in  the  sense  of  the 
Constitution.  When  a  man  removes  from  one 
county  to  another  of  the  same  State,  he  cannot 
be  said  to  have  migrated  in  relation  to  that  State, 
nor  can  he  be  .said  to  migrate  in  relation  to  the 
United  States,  when  he  removes  from  one  State 
to  another  in  the  Union.  He  is  still  in  the  same 
country,  still  under  the  same  jurisdiction  and  laws, 
enjoying  equal  rights,  and  liable  to  the  same  obli- 
gations ;  he  is  still  a  citizen,  nay,  an  inhabitant  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  protecting  arm  of  the 
Constitution  shields  and  conducts  him  wherever  he 
goes  ;  he  is  not  an  emigrant,  until  he  has  turned  his 
back  upon  his  country,  and  quitted  its  jurisdiction. 
But,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  words,  as  used,  be  in 
any  degree  ambiguous,  we  are  bound  to  consider 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  Constitution 
was  adopted,  and  the  object  which  was  to  be  ef- 
fected by  the  restrictive  clause.  It  is  clear  that 
the  General  Government  posses.sed  the  power,  un- 
der the  Constitution,  to  restrict  the  "  importation" 
of  slaves  from  abroad,  either  as  incident  to  their 

freneral  powers,  or  to  the  particular  power  to  regu- 
ate  commerce  with  foreign  nations.  It  is,  in  my 
opinion,  equally  clear  that  they  also  possessed  the 
power  of  prohibiting  the  migration  ol  foreign  free- 
men, under  particular  circumstances.  It  has  been 
already  shown  that  all  our  intercourse  with  foreign 
nations  is  peculiarly  under  the  control  of  the  (Jen- 
eral  (iovernment,  to  which  the  right  of  regulating 
or  preventing  foreign  emigration  is  necessarily  in- 
cident; if  it  were  otherwise,  any  single  State,  by 
opening  lis  ports  to  foreign  emigration,  might  let 
in  a  population  to  any  extent,  and  against  the  evi- 
dent |)olicy  and  interests  of  all  the  others.  At  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  however,  the  States 
being  in  their  infancy,  it  was  their  policy  to  en- 
courajre  emigration  fr(>m  abroad,  and,  as  its  inter- 
ruption has  been  om'  of  the  causes  of  complaint 
against  the  British  Government,  ii  was  natural 
that  thf  powers  of  the  Federal  Government  should 
be  plaetd  under  stiuie  restraint  in  this  respect. 

The  year  18<>8,  was,  I  imagine,  agreed  upon,  in 
conscfpienee  of  the  compromise  upon  the  other 
point.  A  lonsideration  of  the  object  of  the  com- 
promise will  leave  no  room  for  doubt.  It  related 
to  the  increase  of  population,  either  of  freemen  or 
slaves,  from  abroad.  The  Constitution  had  pro- 
vided, that  three-fifths  of  the  slave  population 
should  be  enumerated  in  the  ratio  of  representa- 
tion, which  would  have  been  constantly  augment- 
ing, by  the  importation  from  abroad,  beyond  the 
natural  increase  of  this  species  of  population,  and 
it  became,  therefore,  a  matter  of  compromise,  upon 
the  mere  point  of  time,  for  which  the  importation 
should  be  tolerated.  But  this  concession  could 
not  have  been  made  without  a  similar  license  to 
the  emigration  of  free  persons  in  favor  of  the 
northern  and  non-slaveholding  States,  and  thus 
tiie  affair  was  adjusted  by  allowing  the  same  pe- 
riod to  each.  The  essence  of  this  compromise  be- 
mg  entirely  an  affair  of  time,  leaves  no  doubt  as  to 
its  meaning.     It  was  to  prevent  the  premature  as- 


cendency in  the  South,  by  an  undue  incr«i8c  of 
this  population,  an  object  which  would  have  been 
as  eflectually  promoted  by  the  dispersion  of  the 
slaves  among  the  other  States,  as  by  inhibiting 
their  introduction  from  abroad,  for,  in  case  of  their 
diffusion,  the  North  would  acquire  their  share  of 
the  numbers,  and  so  the  representation  would  be 
equalized. 

That  this  clause  had  no  sort  of  reference  to  a 
power  to  prevent  the  removal  of  slaves  from  State 
to  State  is  further  evident,  from  the  imp<^tant  con- 
sideration that,  previous  to  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution, each  State  itself  posses.sed  the  undoubted 
authority  to  prohibit  the  bringing  of  slaves  from 
any  other  State.  It  is,  therefore,  extremely  im-  . 
probable  that,  with  all  the  jealousy  and  hostility 
of  the  Northern  States  upon  this  subject,  they 
should  have  called  in  the  aid  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment to  accomplish  what  they  could  do  with- 
out it,  and  thus  weaken  their  own  power,  by  con- 
fiding it  to  councils  who  had  an  interest  in  encour- 
aging what  they  desired  to  abolish.  It  is  impos- 
sible, sir,  to  resist  this  construction,  when  in  aid 
of  It,  are  arrayed  the  acts  and  practice  of  all  the 
States,  from  the  establishment  ot  the  General  Gov- 
ernment up  to  the  present  day.  Sir,  it  is  a  power 
which  can  be  safely  exerted  only  by  the  individual 
States  themselves  ;  they  never  will,  and  never 
ought  to  submit  to  its  exercise  by  the  General 
Gktvernment. 

Mr.  Chairman,  having  consumed  so  much  of 
the  time  of  the  Committee  in  the  Constitutional 
question,  1  have  not  the  power,  if  I  possessed  the 
inclination,  to  enter  into  a  consideration  of  the 
expediency  of  this  amendment.  It  is  sufficient  for 
me  to  know  that  the  Constitution  forbids  me  to 
adont  it,  though  lam  free  to  acknowledge  that  the 
establi>hment  of  a  precedent  for  interfering  in  the  , 
formation  of  State  constitutions  is  of  a  very  dan- 
gerous character.  But  surely,  sir,  our  right  ought 
to  be  very  clear,  before  we  pursue  it  in  a  case  uke 
the  present.  It  involves  consequences  of  too  seri- 
ous a  nature  to  be  hazarded  upon  a  doubtful  power. 
It  is  worse  than  an  attempt  to  legislate  in  a  case 
in  which  your  power  was  ambiguous,  and  in 
which  your  authority  could  be  examined,  and  sus- 
tained, or  overruled,  by  the  judicial  tribunals  of 
the  nation,  which  are  the  common  arbiters  of  us 
all.  It  forces  an  odious  measure  upon  an  unwil- 
ling people,  in  a  form  which  leaves  them  no  redress 
in  any  pacific  course.  If  they  do  not  tamely  sub- 
mit to  the  restriction,  you  must  either  ignomini- 
ously  abandon  or  impose  it  by  force.  -Impose  it, 
sir !  No.  But  make  the  hazardous  attempt  to 
enforce  its  imposition.  I  will  not  enumerate  the 
effects  of  such  a  conflict.  I  pray  Heaven  it  may 
never  happen ;  but  1  will  say  that,  in  my  opinion, 
the  object  is  not  worth  the  conflict. 

Sir,  I  invite  gentlemen  to  look  at  the  present 
state  of  the  public  councils,  and  consider  whether 
they  do  not  hazard  their  whole  object  by  persist- 
ing in  a  measure  so  repugnant  to  the  ardent  feel- 
ings of  at  least  one  moiety  of  this  Empire,  and  so 
much  opposed  to  the  Constitutional  views  of  many 
of  the  friends  of  the  avowed  policy.  It  is  a  con- 
sideration to  which  a  statesman  is  bound  to  look. 
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If  actuated  by  motives  of  humanity  and  the  public 
peace,  he  would  be  criminal  to  disregard  it.  We 
see  it  ascertamed,  beyond  doubt,  that  the  Senate 
will  not  consent  to  this  restriction;  and  that,  if 
we  persist  in  it,  they  will  not  unite,  even  in  any 
Territorial  regulation.     The  introduction  of  slaves 


not  sacrifice  one  prejudice  on  the  altar  of  the 
Union  for  its  pres^ervation,  when  they  oflered  up 
thousands  to  rear  it  i  They  not  only  tolerated  the 
existing  slavery,  but,  in  the  spirit  oi  mutual  com- 
promise, consented  to  its  augmentation  from  abroad 
for  twenty  years  !     \Ve  are  only  required  to  leave 


into  the  Western  country  will  rimain  free.  Those  i  undisturbed  that  which  they  entailed  upon  us;  nay, 
who  desire  to  send  this  property  there  fur  sale  will  [  sir,  we  are  merely  required  to  abstain  from  en- 
be  stimulated  to  do  so  without  delay;  the  market  |  croaching  upon  the  rights  of  the  p<*ople,  and,  in 
there  will  rise  in  apprehension  of  the  future  acts  i  doing  so,  multiply  the  chances  of  emancipation, 
of  Congress;  dealers  and  settlers  will  take  advan-  j  and  meliorate  the  condition  of  the  slave, 
lage  of  it;  and  thus  slavery  will  become  too  deeply        Sir,  if  the  cause  of  thi.s   restriction  upon  the 


rooted  to  yield  to  any  means  of  extirpation  which 
future  councils  n>ay  employ.     In  the  meantime. 


people  of  Missouri  is  deaf  to  all  these  considera- 
tions, and    stubbornly  sacrifices   all    rather   than 


too,  public  excitement  increases;  evil  men  seize  yield  a  part,  I  pronounce  it  an  unholy  and  an  un- 
upon  the  occasion  to  promote  their  designs ;  local  i  profitable  cause.  It  carries  no  peace  to  the  bosom 
prejudices  spring  up;  and  the  spirit  of  jealousy  j  of  the  enslaved  African  now  on  your  shores;  it 
and  discord  is  raised  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  |  neither  casts  ofl"  his  fetters  nor  lightens  his  bur- 
which  they  who  engender  will  be  wholly  unable  {  den.  Pass  this  restriction,  and  his  chains  are  riv- 
to  allay  or  direct.  But  if,  consulting  the  present  |  etted  as  tight  as  ever;  his  doom  is  fixed  as  irrevo- 
state  of  things,  gentlemen  will  yield  something  to  j  rably;  nay,  more  so  than  before.  It  may  serve, 
a  spirit  of  harmony  and  mutual  interests,  we  may  i  however,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  foment  jwlitica I  cabals, 
now  put  this  unpleasant  subject  to  sleep  forever,  j  and  promote  the  unhallowed  views  of  the  ambi- 


The  people  of  .Missouri  will  enter  the  Union  with 
their  rights  unimpaired,  and  their  feeling  undis- 
turbed ;  devoted  to  your  institution.'^,  and  inspired 
with  full  confidence  in  your  justice  and  generos 


tious  and  designing.  I  do  not  say  that  such  was 
its  object  in  its  origin ;  I  am  sure  it  was  not ; 
and  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  gentleman  on 
this  floor  who  could  be  the  tool  in  such  an  in- 


ity.  The  territorial  soil  will  then  be  unpolluted  i  trigue.  But  may  there  not  be  men  out  of  this 
with  slavery.  Its  introduction  in  regard  to  that  Hou-^^e  who  would  avail  themselves  of  such  a  state 
being  prohibited,  much  the  largest  portion  of  the  of  public  excitement  to  accomplish  the  possession 
Western  world  will  be  peopled  by  a  population  of  power?  Sir,  may  there  not  be  men  out  of  this 
unfriendly  to  slavery;  and  when  they  come  to  frame  House  who  are  now  adding  to  the  impetus  which 
their  State  constitutions,  preparatory  to  their  fu-    this  subject  has  received  for  such  a  purpose.  Gen- 


ture  admission  into  the  Union,  they  will  volun- 
tarily form  them  in  conformity  with  their  habits 
and  principles.     For,  I  desire  to  be  understood  as 


tlemen  will  remember  that  the  objects  of  an  ambi- 
tiuus  man  are  generally  more  than  half  accom- 
plished before  he  is  willing  to  avow  them.     1  will 


denying  the  authority  of  Congress  to  make  any    not  .^ay  that  there  are  such,  but  I  will  say,  if  there 


regulation  for  a  Territory,  which  can  be  binding 
upon  the  people  against  their  consent,  when  they 
come  to  make  their  constitution,  and  after  their 
admission  into  the  Union.  I  sanctify  no  irrevoca- 
ble ordinances ;  but  their  Territorial  regulations 
will  accomplish  the  object,  by  creating  a  popula- 
tion whose  interests  it  will  be  voluntarily  to  adopt 
the  restriction.  In  this  way,  too,  Missouri  will 
be  seated  in  the  midst  of  non-slaveholding  States, 


are,  they  are  unworthy  of  any  public  trust  in  this 
nation.  Nor,  sir,  will  they  have  much  reason  to 
rejoice  in  their  triumph  should  they  be  successful. 
No  political  power  can  be  permanent  in  this  coun- 
try which  shall  be  founded  on  local  jealousy  and 
geographical  distinction.  Public  honors,  to  be 
durable,  must  be  won  by  public  services  and  dis- 
tinguished merit;  they  must  be  sought  through 
the  afl'ectionate  confidence  of  a  virtuous  and  intel- 


and  the  force  of  public  sentiment  will  soon  lead  to  \  ligent  community ;  they  must  be  the  offspring  of 


the  emancipation  of  her  present  slave  population. 
For  the  accomplishment  of  all  these  objects,  gen- 
tlemen are  called  upon  merely  to  abstain  from  the 
assumption  of  a  doubtful  power  over  a  resisting 
people. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  Union  of  these  States  is  the 
production  of  the  spirit  of  liarmony  and  compro- 
mise. Do  we  remember  how  much  our  fatners 
surrendered  to  compose,  and  shall  we  refuse  to 
surrender  any  thing  to  preserve  it  ?  It  was  founded 
in  common  confidence  and  for  common  benefits ; 
it  must  be  cherished  by  a  common  affection  and 
forbearance,  or  it  will  .scarcely  survive  the  hands 
which  planted  it.  The  founders  of  this  Union 
had  their  own  advantage  and  the  welfare  of  their 
children  to  recommend  its  adoption  ;  we  have  our 
interests,  the  welfare  of  our  posterity,  and  the  duty 
^e  owe  to  those  who  transmitted  it  to  us  to  per- 
petuate its  blessings.     Shall  it  be  said  that  we  will 


public  gratitude  for  public  worth.  Power  ac- 
quired in  any  other  way  will  not  be  worth  posses- 
sing. He  who  acquires  it  by  these  divisions  and 
distinctions  will  not  lie  upon  a  bed  of  roses;  his 
honors  will  be  worn  by  a  fretful  if  not  a  criminal 
brow,  and  in  the  mid.st  of  a  discontented  and  dis- 
tracted empire.  He  will  come  to  the  councils  of 
a  people  disordered  by  intestine  feuds,  with  feel- 
ings embittered  by  the  recollection  of  domestic 
strife;  his  triumph  would  be  as  evanescent  as  un- 
comfortable. I  repeat  it,  sir,  that  it  will  be  well 
for  gentlemen  to  consider  whether  there  are  not 
men  who  will  not  take  advantage  of  the  present 
agitation  to  engender  all  this  mischief.  Sir,  if 
there  should  be  one  such,  it  is  our  duty  to  defeat 
his  machinations;  he  is  unworthy  our  confidence; 
sir,  he  sits  a  cormorant  in  the  tree  of  life, 

" deviaing  death 

To  them  who  ii^e." 
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,.   When  Mr.  McLane  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Clay  (Speaker)  rose  and  expres.sed  a  wish 
to  address  the  Committee  on  the  highly  important 
question  before  it ;  but  the  lateness  of  the  hour 
prevented  his  asking  its  attention  this  afternoon; 
and  he  therefore  moved  that  the  Committee  rise. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again. 


TrE3DAY,  February  8. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  persons  appointed  to 
publish  the  acts,  resolutions,  and  treaties,  passed 
and  ratified  during  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth 
Congresses,  and  such  as  may  be  pa.%ed  and  ratified 
during  the  present  session,  together  with  the  names 
of  their  respective  new.spapers,  and  the  places 
where  they  are  printed,  with  the  expense  thereof; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  whom  have  been  referred  the  pe- 
tition and  documents  of  John  McGrew,  Richard 
Cravat,  Hardy  Perry,  and  Beley  Cheney,  made 
report  thereon,  accompanied  with  a  bill  for  their 
relief;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Ca.mpbell,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  to  revive  the  powers  of  the  Com- 
missioners for  ascertaining  and  deciding  on  the 
rights  of  persons  claiming  lands  in  the  district  of 
Detroit,  and  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  claims 
to  lands  withm  the  Territory  of  Michigan;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Anoerhon,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Margaret  Hall,  late  Margaret  McKenzie,  report- 
ed a  bill  for  her  relief;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  toa  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  24th 
of  December  last,  recommending  to  the  consid- 
eration of  Congress  the  case  of  the  Danish  brig- 
antine  Henrickand  her  cargo,  made  report  thereon 
adverse  to  the  allowance  of  the  claim  ;  which  was 
read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to-morrow. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit  "An  act  to  continue  in  force  the  act  passed  on 
the  20th  day  of  April,  1818.  entitled  'An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  act,  entitled  an  act  to  regulate 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,' 
passed  the  second  day  of  March,  1799,''  and  "An 
act  to  remit  the  duties  on  a  statute  of  George 
Washington,"  were  severally  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Jennings  O'Bannon,"  was  read  the 
first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  H.  Nelson  called  for  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  which  he  moved  yesterday,  to  dis- 
pense with  all  other  business  pending  the  question 
on  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union  ;  and 


proceeded  to  support  tliis  course  by  some  remarks 
on  the  magnitude  of  this  question,  pregnant,  as  he 
!  believed,  with  the  fate  of  the  Union,  and  the  issue 
j  of  which  the  people,  of  the  South  and  West,  par- 
!  licularly,  awaited  with  the  deepest  anxiety ;  but, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Taylor,  on  the  question  of  considering  the  res- 
olution— 

Mr.  Nelson  rose  and  withdrew  the  resolution, 
with  the  avowal  that  he  would  offer  it  on  to-mor- 
row— not  wishing  at  present  to  prevent  the  House 
from  resuming  the  immediate  consideration  of 
the  Missouri  question,  for  which  it  appeared  pre- 
pared. 

MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  this  bill — the  restrictive  amendment 
being  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Clay  (Speaker)  rose  and  addressed  the 
Committee  nearly  four  hours  against  the  right  and 
expediency  of  the  proposed  restriction. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Sergeant  (who,  according  to  the  usage,  has  pri- 
ority of  claim  to  the  floor  to-morrow  ;)  and  the 
House  adjourned. 


Wednesday.  February  9. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ross,  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  authorizing  the  federal  courts,  for  the 
Ohio  district,  to  hold  their  future  sessions  at  Co- 
lumbus, the  seat  of  government,  instead  of  Chili- 
cothe. 

Mr.  Herrick  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, viz : 

Keaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canal* 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  for  the  appointment  of  Commissioners  to  view, 
survey,  an>l  mark  a  road,  as  a  continuation  of  the 
national  road,  from  Wheeling  to  the  seat  of  government 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  thence  to  the  contemplated  seat 
of  government  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  thence  to 
St.  Charles,  on  the  Missouri,  on  the  nearest  and  best 
ground. 

■Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pubhc  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provi- 
ding by  law  for  the  survey  of  the  public  lands  through 
which  the  said  road  may  pass,  and  authorize  the  appro- 
priation of  the  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  eac  h 
unappropriated  section  through  which  it  may  pass,  to 
ihi  opening  and  improving  of  the  same. 

The  question  was  then  stated,  "  Will  the  House 
now  proceed  to  consider  the  said  resolution  ?"  and, 
being  put,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit : 

An  act  for  altering  the  times  for  holding  the 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  western  district 
of  Pennsylvania;  An  act  confirming  Anthony 
Cavalier  and  Peter  Petit  in  their  claim  to  a  tract 
of  land  ;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Anthony  S.  De- 
lisle,  Edward  B.  Dudley,  and  John  M.  Van  Cleef ; 
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in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  |  a  State,  and  instanced  particularly  Ohio,  Indiana 


House. 

Mr.  H.  Nelson  called  for  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  offered  by  him  on  Monday,  in  sub- 


and  Illinois  ;  and  closed  his  remarks  by  observing, 
no  man  detests  slavery  more  than  I  do ;  few  of  the 
members  of  this  House,  and  perhaps  not  one,  bar* 


stance  to  suspend  all  other  busmess  of  the  House,  j  seen  slavery  in  its  most  hideous  forms.  I,  *.ir  have 
pendmg  the  consideration  of  the  question  (now  ■  seen  the  miserable  Africans  on  board  the  slave 
under  discussion)  concerning  the  admission  of  Mis- i  ship,  and  landed,  and  sold  in  market  like  beasts 
souri  into  the  Union  with  or  without  restriction—  ;  and  cruelly  lacerated  by  their  inhuman  negro 
*«t^^^House  refused,  by  a  large  majority,  to  con-  |  drivers,  in  the  West  Indies;  and,  sir,  no  gentleman 
..  or  t  o  ro=^  .,».«-  would  go  further  to  prevent  tlie  inhuman  traffic 

or  the  extension  of  the  evil,  if  I  could  believe  Con- 
gress possessed  the  power ;  but,  sir,  we  should  re- 
member, our  power  is  delegtrted  |)ower ;  and  if 
the  Constitution  does  not  give  us  this  power,  we 


sider  the  resolution. 

SLAVERY  IN  THE  TERRITORIES. 

Mr.  Foot  submitted  the  following  resolutions, 
viz: 


Resolotd,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreaenta-  \  ^^  jj^j  possess  it 
tivea  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  '      vfr   kJut-.    i,^^«j  .:  i   ••  u  i     •   •. 

Mssemiled.  That  there  .h.U  be  neither  slavery  nor  in-  i  „„^,t  ^Jut^nW  V'^'"*'""'  "^""L^^  ''V^ 

»oJunUry  .erv.tude  in  .ny  of  the  lerVitone.  df  u,e  ,  J? '^*^  ^f^*^  "?*''  ^^'tf'f  ^  S"^^'«"  "^7  b*''^^^*^^ 
United  Stale*,  otherwiw  ihan  in  the  punishment  of  '  V  °  ^^"  '^"  "*  be  decided.  (Jentlemen  were 
Crimea  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  conrict-  '  J«*^"n'"t-<1  to  discuss  it,  and  decide  upon  it ;  and 
ed:  Provided,  That  thia  shall  not  be  construed  to  alter  '  "^^  "op^iJ  no  proposition  would  be  received  to  in- 
terfere with  that  discussion. 


Mr.  R.'h  motion  to 

lay  the  resolutions  on   the  table   prevailed ;   and 
they  wtre  laid  on  the  table  accordingly. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  this  bill,  and  the  re- 
strictive amendment  proposed  thereto. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  of  Pennsylvania,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows:    The  important  question  now 


ed 

the  condition  or  civil  rights  of  any  person   uotv  held 

to  service  or  labor  in  the  said  territories. 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  recommended 
to  the  inhabiUnu  of  the  several  territories  of  the  United  ' 
States,  that,  for  the  purpose  of  effectually  preventing  ' 
the  further  extension  of  slavery,  each  territory,  when  I 
authorized  by  Congress  to  form  a  constitution  and  '■ 
State  government,  shall,  by  express  provision  in  their  I 
constitution,  prohibit  involuntary  servitude  or  slavery,  ' 
otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of  crimes.  1 

Mr.  i^ELsoN,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  reso-  ;  before  the  Committee  lias  already  engaged  the  b«t 
lutionbecommitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  !  talents  and  commanded  the  deepest  attention  of 
which  was  now  considering  the  Missouri  bill.  It  i  the  nation.  What  the  people  strongly  feel,  it  is 
was  entitled  to  serious  consideration,  as  it  affected  j  natural  that  they  should  freely  express;  and  whe- 
the  inaportant  question  now  under  discussion.  He  '  ther  this  is  done-  by  pamphlets  and  essays,  by  the 
conceived  this  not  the  proper  mode  of  bringing  up  !  resolutions  of  meetings  of  citizens,  or  bv  the  votes 
the  question  ;  it  should  be  in  the  usual  form  of  an  '  of  State  Legislatures,  it  is  equally  legitimate,  and 
act,  which  should  go  through  the  several  forms,  [  entitled  to  respect  as  the  voice  of  the  public  ufion 
while,  as  a  resolution,  introduced  to-day  to  be  de-  i  a  great  and  interesting  public  measure.  The  free 
tided  to-morrow,  it  would  not  afford  an  oppor-  ,  expression  of  opinion  is  one  of  the  rights  guaran- 
tunity  for  discussing  its  merit?.  |  tied  by  the  Constitution,  and.  in  a  Government 

Mr.  Foot  observed,  in  support  of  his  resolutions,  like  ours,  it  is  an  invaluable  right.  It  has  not 
that  It  was  well  known  to  the  House  that  the  Sen-  I  therefore,  been  without  some  surprise  and  concern 
ate  had  decided,  (on  the  2d  day  of  February,)  by  a  ;  that  I  have  heard  it  complained  of,  and  even  .-en- 
majority  of  almost  two-thirds  of  that  body,  that  sured,  in  this  del>ate.  One  member  suggests  to  us 
the  proposed  restriction  should  not  be  inserted  [  that,  in  the  excitement  which  prevails  he  discerns 
in  the  "bill  to  provide  for  the  admission  of  Mis-  '  the  efforts  of  what  he  has  termed  an  '-expiring 
souri  into  the  Union  ;"  that  the  House  of  Repre-  j  party,'  aiming  to  re-establish  itself  in  the  iiosses'- 
s€ntatives  have  already  consumed  two  weeks  in  ;  sion  of  power,  and  has  spoken  of  a  "ju-rrler  be- 
discu-siiing  the  same  question  ;  that  further  discus-  '  hind  the  scene."  He  surely  has  not  reflecTwl  upon 
sion  would  be  a  useless  waste  of  time  and  money,  1  the  magnitude  of  the  principle  contended  for,  or 
as  the  expenses  ot  Congress  exceeded  $2,000  per  j  he  would  have  perceived  at  once  the  utter  in«ig- 
day  ;  that  no  possible  good  could  result  from  the  |  nificance  of  all  objects  of  factious  and  party  con- 
discussion  ;  that  Constitutional  doubts  on  the  sub-  ,  test  when  compared  with  the  mighty  interests  it 
iect  were  msuperable.  He  further  remarked,  that  j  involves.  It  concerns  ages  to  come,  and  millions 
his  object  in  proposing  the  resolutions  was  to  pre-  '  to  be  Ijorn.  We.  who  are  here,  our  dissensions 
vent  a  further  discussion,  to  relieve  the  subject  from  I  and  conflicts,  .ire  nothing,  absolutely  nothing,  in 
Constitutional  doubts,  and  to  afford  the  friends  of  the  comparison  ;  and  I  cannot  well  conceive  that 
restriction  an  opportunity  to  prevent  the  further  '  any  man  who  is  capable  of  raising  his  new  to 
extension  of  slavery  m  all  the  territories  over  which  !  the  elevation  of  this  great  question  could  suddenly 
Congress  had  an  undoubted  right  to  legislate,  and  bring  it  down  to  the  low  and  paltry  consideration 
which,  in  his  opinion,  would  more  effectually  pre-  :  of  party  interests  and  party  motives 
▼ent  the  extension  of  slavery  than  the  restriction  ■  Another  member,  (Mr.  SIcLane,)  taking  indeed 
proposed  m  the  bill,  because,  if  slaves  were  exclu-  I  a  more  liberal  ground,  has  warned  us  against  am- 
ded  during  the  settlement  ol  a  territory,  it  would  I  bitious  and  designing  men,  who,  he  thinks  will 
never  be  permitted  when  the  territory  should  become  j  always  be  ready  to  avail  themselves  of  occanons 
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of  popular  excitement,  to  mount  into  power  upon 
the  ruin  of  our  Government,  and  the  destruction 
of  our  liberties.  Sir,  I  am  not  afraid  of  what  is 
called  popular  excitement — all  history  teacher  us 
that  revolutions  are  not  the  work  of  men,  but  of 
time  and  circumstances,  and  a  long  train  of  pre- 
paration. Men  do  not  produce  them  ;  they  are 
Drought  on  by  corruption ,  they  are  generated  in 
the  quiet  and  stillness  of  apathy,  and  to  my  mind 
nothing  could  present  a  more  frightful  indication 
than  public  indifference  to  such  a  question  as  this. 
It  is  not  by  vigorously  maintaining  ^reat  moral 
and  political  principles,  in  their  purity,  that  we 
incnr  the  danger.  If  gentlemen  are  sincerely  de- 
sirous to  perpetuate  the  blessings  of  that  free  Con- 
stitution under  which  we  live.  I  would  advise 
them  to  apply  their  exertions  tp  the  preservation 
of  public  and  private  virtu<»,  upon  which  its  ex- 
iftence,  I  had  almost  said,  entirely  depends.  As 
long  as  this  is  nreserved  we  have  nothing  to  fear. 
When  this  shall  be  lost ;  when  luxury,  and  vice, 
and  corruption,  shall  have  usurped  its  place,  then, 
indeed,  a  Government  resting  upon  the  people  for 
its  support  must  totter  and  decay,  or  yield  to  the 
designs  of  ambitious  and  aspiring  men. 

Another  member,  the  gentleman  to  whom  the 
Committee  lately  listened  with  so  much  attention, 
(Mr.CtAY,)  after  depicting  forcibly  and  eloquently 
what  he  deemed  the  probable  consequences  of  the 
proposed  amendment,  appealed,  emphatically,  to 
Pennsylvania,  "  the  unambitious  Pennsylvania — 
the  keystone  of  the  federal  arch" — whether  she 
would  concur  in  a  measure  calculated  to  disturb 
the  peace  of  the  Union.  Sir,  this  was  a  single 
arch;  it  is  rapidly  becoming  a  combination  of 
arches,  and  where  the  centre  now  is,  whether  in 
Kentucky  or  Pennsylvania,  or  where,  at  any  given 
lime  it  will  be.  nui^ht  he  very  difficult  to  tell. 
Pennsylvrifua  luay  indeed  be  styled  '' unambi- 
timi-.  fiir  she  has  not  been  anxious  for  what  are 
wKMinoulv  deemed  honors  and  distinctions,  nor 
ftai[er  to  display  her  weight  and  importance  in  the 
affairs  (){  the  nation.  She  has.  nevertheless,  felt, 
and  still  does  feel,  her  responsibility  to  the  Union, 
and  under  a  just  sense  of  her  duty  has  always  been 
faithful  to  its  interests,  under  every  vicissitude  and 
in  every  exigency.  But,  Pennsylvania  feels  also 
a  his'h  responsibility  to  a  great  moral  principle, 
which  she  has  long  ago  adopted,  with  the  most 
impressive  solemnity,  for  the  rule  of  her  own  con- 
duct, and  which  she  stands  bound  to  assert  and 
maintain,  wherever  her  influence  and  power  can  be 
applied,  without  injury  to  the  just  rights  of  her 
sister  State*». 

It  is  this  principle,  and  this  alone,  that  now 
governs  her  conduct.  She  holds  it  too  sacred  to 
suffer  it  to  be  debased  by  association  with  any 
party  or  factious  views,  and  she  will  pursue  it  witn 
the  singleness  of  heart,  and  with  the  firm  but  un- 
offending temper  which  belong  to  a  conscientious 
discharge  of  duty,  and  which,  I  hope  I  may  say, 
have  characterized  her  conduct  in  all  her  relations. 
If  any  one  desires  to  know  what  this  principle  is, 
he  shall  hear  it  in  the  language  of  Pennsylvania 
herself,  as  contained  in  the  preamble  to  her  act  of 
abolition  passed  in  the  year  1780.     I  read  it  not 


without  some  feelings  of  sincere  satisfaction,  as 
abridged  by  a  foreign  writer,  with  his  introductory 
remark.     (22  Belsham  23, Memoirs  of  George  III.) 

"  It  affords  a  grateful  relief  from  the  seBsationa 
which  oppress  the  mind,  in  listening  to  the  tale  of 
human  folly  and  wretchedness,  to  revert  to  an  act  of 
the  most  exalted  philanthropy  passed  about  this  pe- 
riod by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  foHew- 
ing  purport:  'When  we  contemplate  our  abhor- 
rence oC  that  condition  to  which  the  arms  and  tyranny 
of  Ureat  Britain  were  exerted  to  reduce  us;  when 
we  look  back  on  the  variety  of  dangers  to  which  we 
have  been  exposed,  and  deliverances  wrought;  when 
even  hope  and  fortitude  have  become  unequal  to  the 
contest,  we  conceive  it  to  be  our  duty,  and  rejoice 
that  it  is  in  our  power,  to  extend  a  portion  of  that 
freedom  to  others  which  has  been  extended  to  us,  to 
add  one  more  step  to  universal  civilization,  by  remov- 
ing, as  much  as  possible,  the  fiorrows  of  those  who 
have  hvcd  in  undeserved  bondage.  Weaned  by  a 
long  course  of  experience  from  ihose  narrow  preju- 
i  dices  and  partialities  we  had  imbibed,  we  conceive 
'  ourselves,  at  this  particular  period,  called  upon,  by 
the  blessings  we  have  receiv^,  to  manifest  the  ain- 
cerity  of  our  profession.  In  justice,  therefore,  to  per- 
sons who  having  no  prospect  before  them  whereon 
{  they  may  rest  their  sorrows  and  their  hopes,  have  no 
;  reosonable  inducement  to  render  that  service  to  society 
which  otherwise  they  might,  and  also  in  grateful  com- 
memoration of  our  own  happy  deliverance  from  that 
state  of  unconditional  submission  to  which  we  were 
doomed  by  the  tyranny  of  Britain :  Be  it  enacted. 
That  no  cliild  born  hereafter  shall  be  a  slave,  &.c" 

In  this  manner  did  Pennsylvania  express  ker 
thankfulness  for  the  deliverance  that  bad  been 
wrought  for  her,  and  I  am  confident  that  she  will 
never  incur  the  sin  and  the  danger  of  ingratitude. 

Steadfastly  as  Pennsylvania  holds  to  the  posi- 
tion here  taken,  she  will  not  officiously  obtrude 
her  opinions  upon  her  sister  States.  One  of  the 
grounds  of  her  rejoicing,  and  one  of  the  catises  of 
her  gratitude,  was.  that  "  She  had  it  in  her  power 
to  abolish  slavery."  She  will  not,  in  this  respect, 
presume  to  judge  for  others,  though  she  will  re- 
joice if  they  should  have  the  power,  and  feel  the 
inclination.  But,  whenever  the  question  presents 
itself,  in  a  case  were  she  has  a  right  to  judge,  I 
trust  she  will  be  true  to  her  own  principles,  and  do 
her  duty.  Such  I  uke  to  be  the  case  now  before 
the  Committee. 

The  proposed  amendment  presents  for  consider- 
ation three  questions — that  of  the  Constitutional 
power  of  Congres.s,  that  which  arises  out  of  the 
treaty  of  cession,  and,  finally,  that  which  is  tenned 
the  question  of  expediency.  1  beg  the  indulgence 
of  the  Committee  while  I  endeavor  to  examine 
them  in  the  order  stated. 

1.  We  are  about  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  new 
State,  beyond  the  Mississippi,  and  to  admit  that 
State  into  the  Union.  The  proposition  conuined 
in  the  amendment  is.  in  substance,  to  enter  into  a 
compact  with  the  new  State,  at  her  formation, 
which  shall  establi.sh  a  fundamental  principle  of 
her  government,  not  to  be  changed  without  the 
consent  of  both  parties.  And  this  principle  is, 
Ihai  every  human  being  bom  or  hereafter  brought  with- 
in tite  State  xluiU  be  free. 
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The  only  questions  under  the  Constitution  seem 
to  me  to  be,  whether  the  parties  are  competent  to 
make  a  compact,  and,  whether  they  can  make  such 
a  compact  ?  If  they  cannot,  it  must  be  either  for 
want  of  power  in  the  parties  to  contract,  or  from 
the  nature  of  the  subject. 

It  cannot,  at  this  time  of  day,  be  denied  that  the 
United  States  have  power  to  contract  with  a  State, 
nor  that  a  State  has  {xjwer  to  contract  with  the 
United  States.  It  has  been  the  uniform  and  un- 
disputed practio^  both  before  and  since  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution.  There  are  numerous 
instances  of  cessions  of  territory,  or  claims  to  ter- 
ritory, by  States,  to  the  Union.  By  New  York,  in 
1781 ;  by  Virginia,  in  1784,  and  in  1788;  by  Mas- 
sachusetts, m  1785;  by  Connecticut,  in  1786;  by 
South  Carohna,  in  1787;  by  North  Carolina,  in 
1790 ;  and  by  Georgia,  in  1802.  The  last  men- 
tioned cession  is  the  more  remarkable  because  it 
was  made  by  a  formal  agreement  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Georgia,  in  which  the  .stipulations 
on  each  side  are  stated  in  the  same  manner,  and 
with  the  like  solemnity,  as  in  contracts  between 
individuals.  No  doubt  they  were  considered,  and 
really  are,  of  equal  efficacy. 

There  is  one  instance  of  a  cession  of  territory 
by  the  United  States  to  a  State,  that  to  Pennsyf- 
vania,  in  September,  1778 ;  in  which,  also,  there 
are  mutual  stipulations. 

Each  of  these  instances  is  a  case  of  mutual  com- 
pact, by  which  there  was  a  surrender  of  a  portion 
of  power  and  sovereignty,  on  the  part  of  the  re- 
.spective  States.  By  which,  too,  there  were  tenns 
mutually  agreed  upon.  The  most  striking  is  that 
from  Virgmia,  which  1  shall  have  occasion  to  refer 
to  hereafter,  and  that  from  Georgia,  because  they 
both  contain  conditions  operating  as  a  restraint 
upon  the  legislative  authority  of  the  United  States, 
bmdmg  and  adhering  to  the  ceded  territory,  and 
fixing  the  terms  and  condition.s  of  its  .future  gov- 
ernment. So,  when  the  United  States,  soon  after 
the  State  of  Louisiana  was  admitted  into  the  Union, 
enlarged  the  territory  of  that  State  by  a  cession,  it 
was  done  upon  conditions,  which  thenceforth  be- 
came obligatory  upon  the  State. 

These  instances  are  sufficient  to  show  that  the 
United  States  and  a  State  are  competent  to  make 
a  binding  compact.  Indeed,  it  is  impossible  that 
any  one  should  doubt  it.  The  States  have  capacity 
to  contract  with  each  other,  so  far  as  they  are  not 
restrained  by  the  Constitution.  In  178o  a  com- 
pact was  made  between  Pennsylvania  and  Vir- 
ginia. There  was' a  compact  between  Pennsylva- 
nia and  New  Jersey,  and  between  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia.  The  only  restraint  in  the  Constitu- 
tion (article  first,  section  ten,  clause  two,)  is  that  , 
which  prohibits  States  from  entering  into  any  I 
agreement  or  compact  with  each  other,  or  with  a  ' 
foreign  Power,  without  the  consent  of  Congress  ; 
and  iliis  prohibition,  from  its  very  nature,  admits 
that  they  mav  enter  into  such  compacts  or  agree- 
ments with  the  United  States. 

The  States  have  a  capacity  to  contract  even 
with  individuals,  and,  in  so  doing,  to  part  with  a 
portion  of  their  legislative  power.  This  is  the  case 
Wherever  a  charter  of  incorporation  is  granted,  by 


'  which  rights  of  property  become  vested.  During 
the  period  of  the  charter,  the  .subject  is  beyond  the 
control  of  the  legislative  authority,  which  is  .so  far 
.  suspended  or  extinguished  by  the  grant.  The  Uni- 
:  ted  States  have  done  the  same  thmg,  and  with  the 
j  like  effect 

I  If  it  be  competent  to  the  United  States  to  con- 
tract with  an  old  State,  it  seems  to  follow,  of  course 
that  it  has  a  competency  to  contract  with  a  new 
one.  The  admission  of  the  State  is  itself  a  com- 
pact, as  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was 
a  compact  between  the  existing  States;  and  it 
would  be  difficult  to  assign  any  good  reason  why, 
;  upon  the  admission  of  a  new  State  to  a  participa- 
tion in  the  privileges  and  benefits  of  the  Union, 
,  such  terms  might  not  be  proposed  and  insisted  upon 
as  the  general  welfare  should  seem  to  require.  As 
the  stipulatiun,  whatever  it  may  be,  derives  its  bind- 
ing  efficacy  from  the  as.sent  of  the  State,  which  its 
sovereignty,  or  qualified  sovereignty,  enables  it  to 
give,  a  new  State  is  as  competent  as  an  old  one. 
Indeed,  the  posses.sion  and  the  exercise  of  this  power 
are  necessary  to  enable  the  United  States  to  exe- 
cute the  contracts  they  may  enter  into  with  any 
State  of  the  Union,  upon  receiving  from  it  a  ces- 
sion of  territory,  wherever  such  cession  is  accom- 
panied, as  it  usually  has  been,  with  terms  upon  the 
i  part  of  the  ceding  State,  applying  to  and  intended 
j  to  bind  the  territory  ceded. 

1      Accordingly,  no  new  State,  unless  formed  out 
:  of  an  old  one,  has  ever  been  admitted  into  the 
j  Union,  but  upon  terms  agreed  upon  by  compact, 
and  irrevocable  without  the  consent  of  all  the  par- 
,  ties.     The  States  formed  out  of  the  Northwest 
1  Territorv  (Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,)  have  been 
I  made  subject,  as  a  fundamental  law  of  their  gov- 
I  ernment,  to  the  terms  of  the  ordinance  of  1787, 
'  including  the  very  condition  now  proposed  for 
Missouri.     The  States  of  Mississippi  and  Alaba- 
ma, formed  out  of  the  territory  ceded  by  Geor- 
gia, have  been  subjected  to  all  the  provisions  of 
the  ordinance,  except  the  one  which   regards  sla- 
very,  and   that  was   expressly  excluded   by   the 
terms  of  the  cession.     The  State  of  Louisiana 
the  only  one  yet  formed  out  of  the  territory  ac- 
quired from  France,  has  been  in  like  manner  ad- 
mitted upon  terms,  different,  it  is  true,  from  those 
which  have  been  required  from  the  other  States, 
but  still  such  terms  as  Congress  thought  applicable 
to  her  situation,  and  such  as  are  sufficient  to  de- 
inonstrate  the  extent  of  the  authority  possessed  by 
the  United  States.     Even  in  the  bill  now  under 
consideration,   certain   propositions,   as   they  are 
styled,  are  offered   to  the  free  acceptance  of  Mis- 
souri ;  but,  if  accepted,  they  are  to  be  for  ever  bind- 
ing upon  her. 

Thus  it  appears  that  a  new  State  may  contract, 
and  It  is  essential  that  it  should  be  so,  for  her  own 
sake  as  well  as  for  the  sake  of  the  Union.  It  re- 
mains, then,  to  inquire,  whether  the  stipulation 
proposed  in  the  amendment  i5,on  account  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  subject,  such  a  one  as  it  is  beyond  the 
power  of  a  Sute  to  enter  into  ?  It  has  already  bci?n 
remarked,  that  a  State,  at  the  moment  of  its  forma- 
tion, is  as  entirely  sovereign,  and  as  capable  of  ma- 
kingabindingcontract.asatany  future  period.  The 
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real  question  therefore  is,  whether  it  is  beyond  the 
power  of  any  State  in  this  Union,  for  any  consid- 
eration whatever,  to  bind  itself  by  compact  with  a 
State  or  with  the  United  States,  to  prohibit  sla- 
very within  its  borders?  To  suppose  so,  se^ms  to 
impute  a  want  of  sovereign  power,  which  could 
only  arise  from  its  being  parted  with  by  the'*C6n- 
stitution,  and  this  I  think  can  scarcely  be  affirmed. 
But  I  do  not  mean  to  anticipate,  as  my  object  at 
present  is  to  follow  the  practice  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

In  this  view,  the  ordinance  of  1787,  re.specting 
the  Northwest  Territory  and  the  history  of  the 
States  formed  under  it,  are  eminently  deserving  of 
consideration  and  respect.  This  ordinance  was 
framed  upon  great  deliberation.  It  was  intended 
to  regulate  the  government  of  the  Territory ;  to 
provide  for  its  division  into  States,  and  for  their 
adrais-sion  into  the  Union  ;  and  to  establish  certain 
great  principles,  which  should  become  the  funda- 
menul  law  of  the  States  so  to  be  formed.  In  its 
territorial  condition,  it  was  subject  to  the  exclu- 
sive jurisdiction  of  Congress,  to  be  exercised  by 
the  ordinary  process  of  legislation.  But  it  was 
one  of  the  terms  of  the  cession  by  Virginia  to  the 
United  States,  that  this  Territory,  as  it  became 
peopled,  should  be  divided  into  States,  and  that 
these  States  should  be  admitted  into  the  Union, 
*'  upon  an  equal  footing,  in  all  respects,  with  the 
original  States."  We  shall  now  see  how  the  ful- 
filment of  this  engagement  was  effected.  After 
providing  for  the  territorial  government,  the  ordi- 
nance proceeds  as  follows:  "And  for  extending 
'  the  fundamental  principles  of  civil  and  religious 
'  liberty,  which  form  the  basis  whereon  these  re- 

*  publics,  their  law.s,  and  constitutions  are  erected  ; 
'  to  fix  and  establish  those  principles  as  the  basis 
'  of  all  laws,  constitutions,  and  governments,  which 
'  forever  hereafter  shall  be  formed  in  the  said  Ter- 
'  ritory  ;  to  provide,  also,  for  the  establishment  of 
'  States  and  permanent  government  therein,  and 

*  for  their  admission  to  a  share  in  the  federal  coun- 
'  oils,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States, 

*  at  as  early  {periods  as  rnay  be  consistent  with  the 
'  general  interests :  It  is  hereby  ordained  and  de- 
'  dared,  that  the  following  articles  shall  be  con- 
'  sidered  as  articles  of  compact  between  the  origi- 
'  nal  States  and  the  people  and  States  in  the  said 
'  Territory,  and  for  ever  remain  unalterable,  un- 
'  less  by  common  consent."  Then  follow  the  sev- 
eral articles,  of  which  the  sixth  declares,  "  that 
'  there  shall  be   neither  slavery  nor  involuntary 

*  servitude,"  (fee.  The  fifth  article  provides,  ex- 
pressly, that  "the  constitution  and  governments 
'  (of  the  States)  so  to  be  formed  shall  be  republi- 

*  can,  and  in  conformity  to  the  principles  con- 
'  tamed  in  these  articles."  When  the  States  of 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  respectively,  applied 
for  admission,  they  were  admitted  upon  the  ex- 
press condition  that  their  constitutions  should  be 
republican,  and  in  conformity  to  tiie  ordinance  of 
1787.  They  assented  to  the  condition,  and  were 
admitted  "  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  origi- 
nal States.  " 

I  am  aware  that  all  this  has  been  pronounced, 
rashly  I  think,  to  be  a  usurpation.    The  term  does 


not  well  apply,  at  this  time  of  day,  after  the  re- 
peated sanction  of  every  kind  which  the  ordinance 
has  received.  In  truth,  if  there  be  any  thing  in 
our  legislative  history,  which  is  entitled  to  our  af- 
fection for  the  motives  in  which  it  originated ;  to 
our  veneration  for  the  authority  by  which  it  is 
supported ;  to  our  respect  for  the  principles  em- 
bodied in  it ;  it  is  the  ordinance  of  1787.  But  the 
charge  of  usurpation  is  in  every  sense  inapplicable, 
for  the  efficacy  of  the  contract  arises  from  the  as- 
sent of  the  State  to  the  condition  proposed  as  the 
terms  of  her  admission. 

But  this  ordinance  is  entitled  to  still  higher  con- 
sideration. It  was  a  solemn  compact  between  the 
existing  States ;  and  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  its 
adoption  had  a  great  influence  in  bringing  about 
the  good  understanding  that  "finally  prevailed  in 
the  Convention  upon  several  points  which  had 
been  attended  with  the  greatest  difficulty.  It 
passed  on  the  13th  of  July,  1787,  while  the  Con- 
vention that  framed  the  Constitution  was  in  session. 
From  the  minutes  of  that  body,  lately  published, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  two  most  important  and 
difficult  points  to  adjust,  were  tho.se  of  the  admis- 
sion of  States  and  the  slave  representation.  This 
ordinance  finally  adjusted  both  these  matters,  as 
far  as  concerned  all  the  Territories  then  belonging 
to  the  United  States,  and  was  therefore  eminently 
calculated  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  advocates  of 
freedom  ;  to  remove  their  objections  to  the  princi- 
ple of  slave  representation,  and  to  secure  their  as- 
sent to  the  instrument  which  containcnl  that  prin- 
ciple, by  limiting  its  operation  to  the  existing 
States.  It  is  not  to  be  questioned  that  this  ordi- 
nance, unanimously  adopted,  and,  as  it  were,  fix- 
ing an  unchangeaole  basis,  by  common  consent, 
had  a  most  powerful  influence  in  bringing  abont 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  It  is  a  part  of 
the  ground-work  of  the  Constitution  itself;  one 
of  the  preliminary  measures  upon  which  it  was 
founded.  Hence  the  unusual  solemnity  of  the 
terms  in  which  it  is  conceived,  so  different  from 
the  ordinary  forms  of  legislation,  and  which  give 
to  it  the  character  of  a  binding  and  irrevocable 
covenant. 

Such,  then,  is  the  ptower  that  has  alteai/s  been 
exercised  by  Congress  upon  the  admission  of  new 
States  into  the  Union,  and  exercised  without  dis- 
pute. Whence  was  it  derived  ?  It  was  exercised, 
as  we  have  seen,  immediately  before  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution,  while  that  instrument  was 
under  consideration,  and  recognised  immediately- 
after,  by  the  act  of  the  first  Congress,  supplemen- 
tary to  the  ordinance.  Nothing  can  be  more  clear, 
than  that  if  the  ordinance  of  1787  was  inconsis- 
tent with  the  Constitution,  it  was  repealed  by  that 
instrument  If  the  Convention  had  meant  to  re- 
peal it,  they  would  have  done  so.  It  was  directly 
m  their  view,  and  embraced  a  subject  which  was 
earnestly  and  carefully  treated  by  that  body.  And 
yet,  immediately  after,  when  the  same  men  who 
nad  framed  the  Constitution,  and  knew  its  inten- 
tion, were  many  of  them  members  of  Congress, 
the  supplement  to  the  ordinance  was  adopted. 
That  was  not  a  time,  you  may  be  assured,  for 
stretching  the  federal  power.     The  greatest  jea- 
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lousy  prevailed,  and  the  friends  of  the  Constitu- 
tioa  were  obliged  to  observe  the  utmost  caution, 
while  it  was  slowly  wiuaiog  its  way  to  the  public 
favor  ;  refuting  the  suggestions  of  its  enemies,  and 
settling  down  gradually,  but  drmly,  upon  the  solid 
foundation  of  ascertained  public  benefit. 

In  what  part  of  the  Constitution  is  this  power 
conferred  ?  It  is  conl'erred  by  that  provision  which 
authorizes  Congre^s  to  admit  new  States  into  the 
Union,  and  to  uie  it  seems  perfectly  plain,  that  we 
need  look  no  further  for  it.  There  are  other  parts 
of  the  Constitution  which  have  a  bearing  upon 
the  question,  because  they  apply  to  the  subject 
upon  which  it  it  is  proposed  to  exercise  the  power, 
and  may  very  well  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  illus- 
tration or  of  argument.  This  use  of  them  affords 
no  just  occasion  for  the  remark,  which  has  been 
so  triumphantly  made,  that  the  friends  of  the  re- 
striction differ  among  themselves,  as  to  the  part  of 
the  Constitution  from  which  the  power  to  impose 
it  is  derived.  They  do  not  differ.  But,  (as  upon 
every  other  question  of  Con^titutlonal  power)  they 
naturalW  resort  for  information  to  all  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Constitution  which  have  relation  to 
the  matter  in  discussion. 

The  general  power  to  adniii  new  States  is  given 
to  Congress  in  general  terms,  without  restriction 
or  qualification,  and,  upon  every  just  principle  of 
construction,  must  be  understood  to  confer  what- 
ever authority  is  necessary  for  carrying  the  power 
into  effect,  and  every  autnority  which  in  practice 
had  become  incident  to  the  principial  power,  or 
was  deemed  to  make  a  part  ot  it. 

Of  late  it  has  been  the  fa.shion  to  insi^t  upon  a 
liberal  construction  of  the  Constitution,  and  its 
naost  extensive  efficacy  has  been  found  in  the  im- 
plied powers  it  is  supposed  to  confer.     All  powers 
are  implied  that  are  necessary  for  the  execution  of 
the  enumerated  powers,  and  the  necessity  need  not 
be  absolute ;  a  modified  necessity  or  high  degree 
of  expediency  is  sufficient.    Whence  the  authority 
to  incorporate  a  bank  ?     Whence  the  authority  to 
apply  the  public  treasure  to  the  improvement  of 
the  country  by  roads  and  canals  ?     Whence  the 
authority  to  encourage  domestic  industry  by  boun- 
ties or  prohibitions^     Whence  the  authority  to 
purchase  and  to  govern  the  Territory  now  in  ques- 
tion ?    Is  it  to  be  found  in  the  letter  of  the  Con- 
stitution ?     They  all  rest  upon  this  single  position, 
that  an  original  power  having  been  granted,  every 
other  power  is  implied  which  is  necessary  or  a'^eful 
(or  carrying  that  power  into  execution;  and  this 
is  an  inherent,  essential  principle  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, altogether  independent  0/  its  express  words. 

But,  the  povver  in  question  rests  upon  stronger 
ground  than  this.  The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  though  in  form  the  work  of  the  people, 
(who  made  it  their  own  by  adoption,)  was  a  com- 
pact between  States.  It  was  made  by  delegates 
chosen  by  the  States.  The  rotes  in  the  Conven- 
tion were  ^iven  by  States.  It  was  submitted  to 
the  States  lor  their  ratification  ;  and  its  existence 
depended  upon  the  sanction  of  a  certain  number 
of  the  States.  These  States  were  sovereign,  but 
confederated  by  a  slight  and  sufficient  union,  in- 
capable, from  its  weakness,  of  providing  for  the 


common  welfare.  Their  sovereignty  extended  to 
every  thing  within  their  limits,  and  to  every  thing 
else,  but  the  few  powers  (if  they  deserve  to  be  so 
denominated)  which  were  conceded  to  the  Con- 
gress of  the  Union.  Nevertheless,  it  w^as  a  con- 
federation, which  comprehended  all  who  were 
parties  to  it,  and  excluded  all  others.  Was  there 
a  power  in  this  Confederacy  to  admit  new  mem- 
bers ?  It  cannot  be  doubted.  To  whom  was  that 
power  confided  ?  The  express  provision  in  the 
Articles  of  Confederation,  which  has  been  quoted 
and  relied  upon,  in  opposition  to  the  power  con- 
tended for,  has  no  relation  to  the  subject  of  new 
States,  to  be  formed  and  admitted  from  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States.  It  was  an  invitation 
to  Canada  and  the  other  British  colonies  in  Amer- 
ica to  join  us  in  resistance  to  the  common  enemy  ; 
and,  if  they  had  accepted  the  invitation,  they  would 
have  come  into  the  Confederation  upon  the  terms 
only  of  making  coninK>n  cause  with  us.  But  there 
was  a  power,  independently  of  this  provision,  to 
admit  new  members.  That  is  clear  from  its  exer- 
cise— and  that  power  was  exercised  by  the  States 
in  Congress.  When  Virginia,  in  178b,  ceded  to 
the  United  States  her  claim  to  the  Northwest  Ter- 
ritory, It  was  upon  condition  that  the  territory 
should  be  formed  into  States,  and  that  these  States 
should  be  admitted  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States.  Congress  accepted  the  cession 
upon  that  condition,  and  proceeded  to  fulfil  it  by 
the  ordinance  of  1787. 

The  extent  of  the  power,  the  mode  of  its  exercise, 
and  the  incidents  belonging  to  it,  were  also  deter- 
mined by  the  practice  of  our  Government.     Among 
these  incidents  was  that  of  making  terms,  condi- 
tions, or  compacts,  with  the  States  admitted;  and 
so  inseparably  incident  was  this  deemed  to  be,  that 
when  Virginia  stipulated  for  the  admission  of  the 
States  upon   an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,  that  stipulation  was  understood  to  be  fully 
complied  with  by  admitting  them  upon  terms.     It 
is  not  at  all  material  to  the  present  purpose  to  in- 
quire, whether  the  ordinance  of  1787  was  or  was 
not  an  usurpation.     If  there  was  any  authority 
usurped,  it  was  that  of  admitting  the  States,  the 
principal  power  itself,  not  the  incidents.     It  is  suffi- 
cient that,  in  point  of  fact,  the  power  of  admitting 
new  States  was  exercised,  and   was   understood 
from  Its  exercise  to  include  in  it  the  power  of  pro- 
posing terms,  conditions,  or  stipulations,and,  among 
them,  the  very  condition  now  m  question. 

When,  then,  the  power  of  admitting  new  Sutes 
into  the  Union  was  vested  by  the  Constitution, 
without  limitation,  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  was  i;  not  intended  to  carry  with  it  what- 
ever in  practice  had  been  established  to  be  an  in- 
cident of  the  power,  or  a  part  of  the  power? 
Where  was  the  residue  lodged  ?  Not  with  the 
States;  for  the  States,  as  such,  have  no  longer  a 
voice  in  the  Union,  except  for  the  purpose  of 
amending  the  Constitution.  Not  with  the  people ; 
for  the  people  have  no  voice,  but  through  tneir 
Representatives  in  Congress.  The  matter  resolves 
itself  at  last  into  this  single  question :  Did  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  when  they  framed 
their  Constitution,  mean  to  give  up,  and  forerer 
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relinquish,  the  power  of  proposing  terms ;  or  did 
they  def>osite  it  with  their  own  immediate  agents, 
chosen  by  themselves  ?  They  had  always  found 
terms  of  some  sort  beneficial  and  necessary,  and 
they  have  been  necessary  and  expedient  in  every 
instance  since  the  Constitution  was  formed ;  so 
that,  with  the  exception  of  Vermont,  not  a  single 
State  has  ever  been  admitted  into  the  Union  but 
upon  conditions  agreed  to  by  compact.  Who  are 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  ?  by  whom  are 
they  chosen  7  whom  do  they  represent?  The 
people  of  the  existing  States.  Who  is  it  claims 
to  be  admitted  into  the  Confederacy,  and  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  benefits  of  the  Union?  An  alien, 
as  yet,  one  who  has  no  right  of  admissioq,  whom 
the  people  of  these  United  States,  as  a  political 
a».sociation,  may  at  their  pleasure  reject.  Can  it 
be  supposed  that,  by  framing  a  Constitution  of 
goveriunent  for  themselves,  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  meant  to  destroy  fcwever  their  own  in- 
herent right  of  prescribing  terms  and  conditions 
of  admission  ?  And  yet  this  is  the  obvious  result 
of  the  argument ;  for,  as  it  denies  the  power  to 
Congress,  and  it  cannot  be  exercised  by  the  States 
or  the  people,  it  is  forever  gone.  In  what  part  of  the 
Constitution  do  you  find  any  countenance  for  such 
a  conclusion  ?  There  are  limits,  it  is  true,  to  the 
powers  of  Congress,  but  those  limits  are  the  boun- 
daries which  separate  the  rights  of  the  Union  from 
those  of  the  States  and  the  people.  Is  there  any 
power  denied  to  Congress,  which  is  not  reserved 
to  the  States  or  the  people  ?  Was  any  power  in- 
tended to  be  denied  to  them,  in  its  nature  tit  and 
proper  to  be  exercised,  but  which  could  not  be  ex- 
ercised by  the  States  or  the  people? 

Besides,  if  this  power  was  in  its  exercise  to  be 
merely  ministerial,  why  was  it  confided  to  Con- 
gress, the  highest  legislative  authority  of  the  nation, 
intrusted  with  the  care  of  all  its  mast  important 
concerns  ?  It  is  derogatory  to  the  character  of  Con- 
gress, and  altogether  inconsistent  with  the  general 
tenor  of  its  high  duties,  to  suppose  that  it  shall  be 
required  to  perform  an  office  so  humiliating.  One 
gentleman  tells  us,  that  Missouri  has  a  right  to  be 
admitted,  and  will  assert  her  right.  What  is  this 
but  to  say  she  will  knock  at  the  door,  because  it  is 
civil  to  do  so;  but,  if  it  be  not  immediately  open- 
ed, she  will  break  it  down,  and  come  in  by  force? 
Another  gentleman  has  told  us  of  a  citizen  of 
Missouri,  who  said  that,  rather  than  submit  to  the 
restriction,  he  would  shoulder  his  musket  against 
the  United  States!  Such  intimations  can  have 
no  other  effect  than  to  create  a  very  reasonable 
doubt  whether  Missouri  is  yet  fit  to  be  admitted. 
Admission  presupposes  the  existence  in  the  new 
Territory  of  principles  and  feelings  somewhat  like 
those  which  govern  other  parts  of  this  Union,  and 
those  are  feelings  of  submission  and  respect  for 
the  Constitution  and  laws,  and  the  authority  ex- 
ercised under  them. 

If  we  have  no  right  to  impose  the  condition, 
there  is  an  end  of  the  question  ;  but,  if  we  have  a 
right,  and  it  is  deemed  expedient  to  exercise  it, 
I  trust  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  are  not 
to  be  frightened  from  their  purpose  by  threats  like 
these.     What  becomes  of  the  Union,  which  gen- 


tlemen express  so  much  anxiety  to  preserve,  if  it 
cannot  assert  and  maintain  its  rightful  authority, 
even  against  a  territory  without  the  original  lim- 
its o(  the  United  States,  only  very  lately  acquired, 
and  with  a  population  who  have  scarcely  had  time 
to  become  acquainted  with  each  other?  Such  an 
Union  could  hardly  be  worth  preserving.  Why, 
sir,  when  Virginia  brought  her  eldest  daughter, 
Kentucky,  trained  up  in  the  habits  and  affections 
of  her  parent  to  an  age  when  she  was  fit  to  be 
introduced  into  the  society  of  the  Union,  and 
offered  her  as  an  associate  nt  to  be  received.  Con- 
gress, it  is  admitted,  had  a  right  to  receive  or  to 
reject  her.  But,  when  a  State,  formed  out  of  an 
alien  territory,  and  having  had  no  paternity  but 
that  of  Congress,  offers  herself  for  admission,  she 
may  demand  and  insist  upon  being  received.  And 
does  Missouri  deem  so  lightly  01  the  privilege  of 
belonging  to  thus  Union,  that  she  would  rather 
forego  it  than  make  a  slight  sacrifice  of  a  seeming 
advantage,  or  that  she  would  hazard  it  for  the  sake 
of  asserting  her  own  opinion  in  opposition  to  that 
of  Congfress?  I  cannot  believe  that,  upon  reflec- 
tion, she  will  adopt  any  such  course.  If  she  should, 
it  will  be  time  enough  then  to  consider  how  the 
authority  of  the  Union  is  to  be  maintained. 

I  have  said  that  it  is  derogatory  to  the  author- 
ity of  Congress,  and  wholly  inconsistent  with  the 
tenorof  its  high  duties  and  capacities,  to  suppose  that 
it  is  merely  to  perform  the  humble  ministerial  office 
of  opening  the  door,  on  demand,  for  the  admission 
of  a  State,  without  any  discretion  whatever.  No 
instance  can  be  found  where  the  Constitution  has 
assigned  to  the  legislative  power  the  performance 
of  such  a  duty.  Thus  construed,  it  is  not  a  power 
at  all.  The  cases  that  have  been  put  are  in  no 
respect  analogous.  The  power  of  Congress,  upon 
the  death  of  the  President  and  Vice  President,  to 
declare  what  officer  shall  act  as  Presideni  of  the 
United  States,  is  a  very  high  power,  invollving  in 
its  exercise  much  discretion — a  discretion  com- 
mensurate with  the  various  and  importacrt  trusts 
confided  to  the  Chief  Magistrate.  It  can  with  no 
propriety  be  said  to  be  ministerial,  and  its  being 
deposited  with  Congress,  is  the  strongest  proof  of 
the  confidence  repo^  in  that  body.  The  office 
of  counting  the  ballots,  upon  the  election  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President,  simple  as  it  may  seem, 
and  easy  as  in  ordinary  cases  it  is,  is  nevertheless 
an  office  of  important  trust,  and  including  some 
judicial  discretion,  as  well  as  a  most  serious  respon- 
sibility. It  is  a  fit  office  to  be  executed  by  the 
highest  body  in  the  nation.  The  power  of  im- 
peachment is  not  a  ministerial,  but  a  judicial  pow- 
er ;  and  it  belongs  not  to  Congress,  but  to  a  single 
branch.  The  same  remark  applies,  with  equal 
force,  to  the  right  which  each  branch  possesses  of 
judging  of  the  elections  and  returns  of  its  members 
— a  judicial  power,  incident  to  every  body  com- 
posed of  elected  delegates — and  one  of  its  inherent 
Krivileges.  In  all  these  cases,  however,  it  may  not 
e  amiss  to  observe,  that  the  Constitution  gives 
only  the  principal  power.  The  incidental  powers 
— such  as  sending  for  persons  and  papers,  enforc- 
ing the  attendance  of  witnesses,  and  the  like — are 
implied  from  the  principal  grant. 
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That  coDstraotion  which   supposes   that  Con- 
anress  have  a  power  indeed  to  admit  or  to  reject, 
but  simply  to  admit  or   to  reject,   seems  to   me 
(though  it  might  be  sufficient  for  the  present  case) 
to  reflect  upon  the  wisdom  of  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution.     The  objection  to  the  admission  of 
a  State  may  arise  from  something  not  in  its  nature 
insuperable,  but  which  might  be  removed  by  com- 
pact or  by  accepting  a  condition.     Would  it  not 
be  worse  than  idle  to  say  that,  in  such  a  case,  the 
State  must  be  rejected,  for  want  of  a  power,  on 
the  one  side  to  propose,  and  on  the  other  to  agree 
to  certain  terms  of  compact  ?     In  truth,  as  will  be 
shown  more  fully  hereafter,  such  a  discretion  in 
Congress  is  essentially  necessary  to  the  just  exer- 
cise of  thepower  of  admission,  not  only  on  account 
of  the  Union,  but  also  of  the  States  to  be  admitted. 
The  gentleman  from  Delaware  has  indeed  ar- 
gued that  the  power  given  is  to  "  admit,"  not  to 
^  form  or  create,"  a  State,  and,  therefore.  Con- 
gress have  no  power  to  interfere  in  the  formation. 
This  only  brings  us  back  to  the  inquiry  what  is 
meant  by  the  word  "admit."     It  has  always  been 
understood  that  Congress  have  a  right,  and  are  in 
duty   bound,  to   superintend  the  formation  of  a 
State  and  to  see  that  it  is  properly  formed.     The 
terms  of  the  very  bill  now  on   your  table  (follow- 
.  ing  the  usual  phraseology)  "authorize"  the  peo- 
ple of  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution  of  State 
government  preparatory  to  their  admission. 

But,  antecedently  to  the  Constitution  itself,  the 
States  then  existing  had  prescribed  certain  terms 
or  conditions  to  the  Slates  to  be  formed  out  of  the 
Northwestern  Territory.,  If  Congress  have  no 
Dower  but  to  admit  or  to  reject,  the  Territory  was 
by  the  Constitution  liberated  from  those  condi- 
tions, for  want  of  authority  to  impose  them.  There 
might  be  a  question,  indeed,  whether  the  Territory 
has  not  reverted  to  the  States  which  ceded  it,  in 
consequence  of  the  incapacity  of  Congress  to  fulfil 
the  stipulations. 

I  beg  leave,  then,  to  return  to  the  question — the 
incidents  to  this  power  being  quite  as  important 
as  the  power  itself,  the  power  being  worse  than 
worthless  without  them — did  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  in  framing  a  constitution  of  gov- 
ernment for  themselves,  intend  to  destroy  the  power 
by  strinping  it  of  the  incidents  that  give  it  all  its 
value  ?  Did  they  mean  to  prevent  its  application 
to  the  cases  to  which  they  had  themselves  applied 
it?  And  for  what  purpose?  Better,  far  belter, 
would  it  have  been  that  no  power  at  all  should 
have  been  given  to  Congress,  than  that  they  should 
thus  be  required,  either  blindly  to  admit  or  sullenly 
to  reject.  The  design  of  the  Constitution  was  not 
to  abridge,  but  to  enlarge  and  strengthen  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Federal  Government,  and  it  would  be 
strangely  inconsistent  with  the  general  plan,  to 
suppose  that,  in  a  matter  which  is  properly  of  na- 
tional concern,  it  had  denied  to  Congress  a  por- 
tion of  power  which  had  been  actually  and  bene- 
ficially exercised  under  the  Confederation.  We 
should  naturally  expect  to  find  it  where  it  was  de- 
posited before.  I  think  it  is,  accordingly,  there 
deposited,  with  all  its  established  incidents,  among 
which  is  that  now  in  question. 


This  power  is  not  now  asserted  for  the  first  rime 
under  the  Constitution.     It  has  always  been  exer- 
cised by  Congress.     There  never  has  been  a  State 
!  admitted   (except  Vermont)  without  conditions, 
which  surrendered  a  portion  of  legislative  author- 
ity more  or  less  extensive.     Kentucky  entered  into 
stipulation*  with  Virginia,  and  among  them  was 
one  by  which  she  bound  herself,  for  five  years,  not 
to  tax  the  lands  of  non-residents  higher  than  those 
of  residents,  and  never  to  tax  the  lands  of  non-re- 
;  sidents  who  should  reside  in  Virginia  higher  than 
those  of  residents.     This  is  a  perpetuaf  restraint 
upon  her  power  of  legislation,  but  it  is  no  diminu- 
tion of  her  sovereignty.     The  Stales  of  Ohio,  In- 
j  diana,  and   Illinois,   by  compact  with  the  United 
I  States,  are  under  a  perpetual  incapacity  to  permit 
I  slavery  within  their  limits.     This  is  no  derogation 
j  from  their  just   .sovereignty,  nor   does  any  man 
j  imagine  that  it  impairs  their  character  or  lessens 
their  weight  in  the  Union.     Alabama,  Mississippi, 
and  Louisiana,  loo,  have  come  in  upon  conditions 
imposed  by  Congress  at  the  time  of  their  admis- 
sion.    In  every  such  instance  the  States  have  been 
deemed  to  be,  and  have  in  fact  been,  admitted  upon 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States.     The 
uniform  exertion  of  this  authority  for  such  a  Ien«'th 
of  time  is  not  to  be  regarded  merely  as  furnishtng 
us  with  .so  many  precedents,  entitled  to  more  or 
le.<«s    consideration    according   to    circumstances. 
There  must  be  a  time  after  which  the  practical 
construction  of  the  Constitution,  universally  un- 
derstood, and  adopted  and  acquiesced  in  by  the 
people,  especially  in  matters  of  great  public  con- 
cern, is  to  be  deemed  the  true  construction,  and 
placed  beyond  the  reach  of  dispute  or  controversy. 
Shall  we  now  undo  all  that  has  been  done  for 
above  thirty  years,  and  done  with  the  common 
consent  ?     Shall  we  reject,  as  erroneous,  the  inter- 
pretation  that  has  been,  without  exception,  put 
upon  the  Constitution  from  the  time  ol   its  adop- 
tion ?     It  is  due  to  the  Constitution  itself,  that  it 
should  not  be  exposed  to  treatment  which  must 
weaken  its  claim  to  the  public  confidence  and  re- 
spect.    It  is  due  to  the  people,  whose  Constitution 
It  IS,  that  what  it  has  always  been  understood  in 
practice  to  be,  that  it  shall  continue  to  be,  until 
they  may  think  proper  to  change  its  provisions. 

But  here  we  are  met  by  an  objection,  which 
seems  to  be  considered  by  those  who  present  it  as 
of  great  force.  If  one  condition  may  be  proposed, 
why  not  another,  and  another,  without  limit,  to 
the  entire  annihilation  of  all  the  rights  of  the 
State?  This  argument,  though  pressed  with  a 
sort  of  triumph,  as  if  it  were  completely  unan- 
swerable, can  scarcely  be  said  to  be  even  plausible. 
The  possible  abuse  of  power  can  never  be  urged 
to  show  that  a  power  does  not  exist,  or  that  it  is 
not  upon  the  whole  salutary  and  proper;  for,  if 
admitted  at  all,  it  proves  by  far  too  much,  as  it  is 
equally  available  against  every  grant  of  power. 
In  the  formation  of  government,  the  first  inquiry 
must  be,  what  authority  is  fit  and  necessary  to  be 
delegated  ?  And  then  we  are  to  inquire  to  whom 
It  shall  be  confided,  and  what  security  can  be  pro- 
vided against  its  faithless  exercise?  All  authority 
is  exposed  to  the  danger  of  abuse,  for  it  is  admin- 
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istered  by  men.     Grovernment  has  been  said,  by  a 
once  celebrated  popular  writer,  to  be  itself  an  evil, 
inasmuch  as  its  necessity  arises  from  the  vices  and 
weakness  of  our  nature.     But  the  Constitution  has 
provided  with  the  greatest  care  against  the  abuse 
of  power,   by  making  fvery  public  agent  in  some 
way  accountable  for  his  conduct,  and  by  confer- 
ring the  highc.>>t  powers  upon   those  who  are  im- 
mediately responsible  to  the  people ;  and  as  long 
as  the  people  shall  continue  to  be  faithful  to  them- 
selves, so  long  the  check  will  continue  to  be  ef- 
fectual.    This  is  the  great  security,  and  it  depends 
UDon  the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  the  people. 
No  Grovernment  ever  afforded  the  same  degree  of 
protection,  with  so  little  burden;  and  if  we  had 
not  been  most   vehemently  censured  abroad    for 
speaking  well  of  ourselves,  I  would  add,  that  there 
is  probably  no  other  people  upon  earth  who  could 
be  kept  quiet  by  so  light  a  pressure.     The  Grov- 
ernmeut  and  the  people  are  suited  to  each  other. 
Long  may  they  continue  so. 

The  Congress  of  the  United  Slates,  the  imme- 1 
diate  Representatives  of  the  people,  and  immedi- 
ately accountable  to  the  people,  are  the  fit  deposi-  | 
taries  of  such  a  power  as  that  now  claimed,  lor  it  ! 
concerns  the  general  welfare.  They  have  no  mo-  ' 
live  to  abuse  it:  and,  i(  they  were  so  inclined,! 
they  cannot  abuse  it,  because  they  have  no  power  } 
to  impose  the  condition.  The  Slate  may,  at  her  ' 
pleasure,  reject  the  offer,  and  remain  in  her  terri-  ' 
torial  condition,  where  she  will  be  subject  to  the 
unqualified  power  of  Congress.  | 

It  must  be  manifest  to  every  one  who  has  re-  ', 
fleeted  upon  the  .subject,  that  there  are  terms  which  | 
are  obviously  salutary  and  proper,  and  necessary  ; 
to  be  proposed  upon  the  admission  of  a  State.  I 
When  Louisiana  asked  to  come  into  the  Union,  { 
did  any  one  doubt  that  it  was  right  to  require  that  ' 
her  legislative  and  judicial  proceedings  should  no 
longer  be  carried  on  in  a  language  unintelligible  : 
to  the  other  citizens  of  the  United  States  without  ' 
the  aid  of  an  interpreter  ?  There  are  terms,  too,  | 
which  would  be  manifestly  improper;  and  there 


are  terms,  I  freely  acknowledge,  which  would  be 
incompatible  with  the  Constitution.  There  mu.'st 
be  a  discretion  somewhere  to  judge  between  the 
two  first  classes.  Our  Government  would  be  in- 
complete without  it.  Where  can  the  power  be  so 
safely  lodged  a>  with  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  to  decide  what  terms  the  general  interests 
require  to  be  proposed?  They  have  never  yet 
abused  il,  and  I  think  there  is  no  danger  that  they 
ever  will.  But  where  do  the  opponents  of  the 
amendment  propose  to  lodge  the  power  ?  Leave 
the  Slate  free,  il  is  said ;  let  her  adopt  such  a  plan 
of  government  as  l)est  suits  her  own  circumstances. 
And  is  there  no  danger  to  be  apprehended  from 
that  quarter  ?  Supposing  her  to  be  competent  to 
judge  what  is  best  for  herself,  or  most  for  her  own 
advantage,  (of  which,  if  she  desires  slaves,  I  must 
be  permitted  to  doubt,)  yet,  as  she  claims  to  be- 
come a  memljer  of  this  Union,  the  general  inter- 
ests are  involved  in  her  decision,  and  her  views 
may  not  be  those  which  best  comport  witli  the 
public  welfare.  Of  that  she  is  not  in  any  sense  as 
competent  to  judge  as  those  who  arc  intrusted 
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with    the    care  of   the  concerns  of    the  whole. 
Is  it  too  much,  then,  to  say,   that  the  right   to 
judge  of  terms  which  are  not  incompatible  with 
the  Constitution,  belongs  to  the  Union,  and  to 
Congres.s,  as  the  admitting  power  ?     It  is  es.sential 
that  It  >hould  be  so,  for  the  sake  even  of  the  State 
applying  for  admis.sion.     I  have  immediately  at 
hand  an  illustration,  and,  if  I  mi&take  not,  a  mo«t 
cogent  argument,  to  which  I  invite  the  particular 
attention  of  the  del^ate  from    Missouri.     I   feel 
nothing  but  good  will  for  that  gentleman,  noth- 
ing but  good  will  for  his  constituents,  whom  he 
represents  here  with  so  much  zeal  and  ability  ; 
and  I  submit  this  matter  for  his  and  their  consid- 
j  eration.     It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  Congress  have 
j  the  power  to  fix  the  limits  of  the  State,  and  that 
j  they  are  not  obliged  to  give  her  all   the   territory 
I  comprehended  in  the  boupdaries  stated  in  the  bill. 
I  This  is  entirely  within  their  control.     Suppose 
j  Congress  should  be  of  opinion  that  if  Missouri  is 
to  be  a  slave  State,  her  northern  boundary  ought 
j  to  be  the  river,  cutting  off  the   large  and   fertile 
j  tract  of  country  that  Ties  beyond  it.     But  if  she 
I  will  adopt  the  proposition  of  the  amendment,  she 
j  oug'ht  to  have  for  ner  domain  the  whole  territory 
'  within  her  present  limits.     Might  not  Congress 
j  propose  to  her  the  alternative — take  the  restriction 
I  and  you  shall  have  all  the  territory ;  reject  the  re- 
;  striction,  and  you  shall  not  go  beyond  the  river  ? 
Something  of  this  kind  is  very  likely  to  happen, 
and  it  may  hereafter  appear  that  Missouri  is  con- 
!  lending  for  a  principle  that  will  operate  much  to 
,  her  disadvautage.     For  mv  own  part,  and  1  speak 
1  only  for  myself,  I   most  freely  and  sincerely  de- 
j  clare,  that  if  the  restriction  be  not  agreed  to,  1  will 
I  vote  for  reducing  Missouri  to  the  smallest  limits 
j  that  are  consistent  with  the  character  of  a  State. 
If  the  re.siriclion  be  agreed  to,  I  will  vote  for  giv- 
ing her  such  boundaries  as  will  secure  her  gran- 
deur and  comparative  importance. 

From  the  view  which  I  have  now  endeavored 
to  take,  it  will  follow,  that  whoever  objects  to  any 
condition  proposed,  as  beyond  the  power  of  Con- 
gress, must  fail,  unless  he  show  that  the  particular 
condition  is  incompatible  with  the  ConMitution  of 
the  United  States ;  that  it  is  such  a  condition  as 
the  State  has  not  a  jwiwer  to  assent  to.  1  am  very 
sensible  that  the  question  which  arises  here  is  in- 
teresting and  imptirtant,  and  that  it  is  delicate, 
though  otherwise  1  think  not  difficult.  No  one 
who  has  a  feeling  of  regard  for  his  country  can  be 
indifferent  to  the  sensation  it  occa.Mons  in  this 
House,  nor  perceive,  without  some  emotion,  the 
line  of  division  it  marks.  Yet,  it  is  a  question 
that  is  liefore  us ;  it  is  a  question  we  must  meet, 
and  while  we  owe  il  to  our  country  to  meet  it 
fully  and  fairly,  we  owe  it  to  each  other  to  meet 
it  with  mulual  resjiect  and  forbearance.  I  will 
concede  even  more — we  are  not  to  entertain,  much 
less  to  express,  a  thought,  hostile  to  the  rights  of 
the  inhabitants  of  those  Stales  where  slavery 
exists;  and  in  any  thing  I  may  say,  1  hope  it 
will  always  be  understood,  that  I  consider  those 
rights  entitled  to  the  protection  of  all  the  power  of 
the  country,  without  reference  to  any  other  con- 
sideration than  that  they  are  acknowledged  by  the 
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Constitution.  Among  the  many  evils  of  slavery, 
it  is  one,  that,  where  it  exists,  it  can  .scarcely  be 
freely  discussed,  and  yet  there  may  be  occasions 
when  its  free  discussion  is  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance. The  .same  kind  of  difficulty  existed  at  the 
formation  of  the  Constitution,  it  was  not  re- 
moved by  crimination,  or  suspicion,  or  threats  ;  it 
was  adjusted  upon  the  basis  of  an  existing  state  of 
things. 

Is  this  condition,  then,  incompatible  with  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States — so  incompatible 
that  a  State  cannot  assent  to  it?  For,  if  a  State 
might  voluntarily  surrender  it,  Congress  may  re- 
quire its  surrender  as  the  term  of  admission.  With 
what  part  of  the  Constitution  is  it  incompatible? 
It  interferes  with  no  express  provision  of  that  in- 
strument. It  must  then  be  implied.  What  an 
implication  !  Instead,  however,  of  pointing  out 
the  parts  of  the  Constitution  from  wnich  this  im- 

r»lication  can  he  made.  State  rights  are  immediate- 
y  sounded  in  our  ears — State  rights  are  invaded 
and  violated.  Sir,  State  rights  is  a  phrase  of  potent 
efficacy,  and  properly  understood,  of  sacred  regard. 
But  what  are  State  rights  ?  They  are  ample ;  they 
are  inviolable  ;  they  are  the  sure  foundation  and  the 
lasting  security  of  our  liberties  ;  and,  I  hope  I  may 
add,  they  are  in  no  danger  from  the  present  prop- 
osition. But,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say,  there  are 
rights  of  the  States  who  were  parties  to  the  Con- 
stitution, and  rights  of  States  afterwards  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  confederacy.  Will  it  be  contend- 
ed that  they  are  in  all  respects  identically  the  same, 
or  that  a  new  State  is  not  upon  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States,  unless  it  possesses  pre- 
cisely the  same  power?  A  moment's  attention 
will  show  that  it  cannot.  Before  the  (Confederation 
the  thirteen  States  who  composed  it  were,  in  all 
respects,  sovereign  and  inde|M"ndent  Slates,  possess- 
ing all  the  attributes  of  sovereignty.  The  Confed- 
eration was  of  sovereign  and  independent  Slatps, 
united  only  for  certain  purposes  of  common  con- 
cern, in  the  management  of  which  they  acted  as 
States.  When,  in  the  course  of  events,  these 
States  came  to  form  a  more  intimate  union,  they 
presented  to  the  Convention  points  in  which  they 
agreed,  and  points  in  which  they  differed.  They 
were  respectively  sovereigns  of  all  the  soil  within 
their  limits,  and  proprietors  of  all  the  vacant  land. 
They  were  sovereigns  for  all  the  purposes  of  for- 
eign as  well  as  domestic  legislation  ;  and  no  new 
confederate  could  be  admitted  but  by  common 
consent,  and  upon  such  terms  as  the  existing  States 
might  think  fit  to  prescribe.  There  were,  too,  ac- 
cidental diversities  amon^  them,  oi  which  I  need 
only  mention  one — the  existence  of  negro  slavery 
in  some  of  the  States,  permitted  by  their  laws  and 
incorporated  into  their  institutions. 

With  respect  to  the  existing  States,  it  may  truly 
be  affirmed,  that  they  were  left  in  the  possession 
of  every  power  and  right  which  was  not  conceded 
by  them  to  the  Union.  They  derived  no  right  or 
power  from  the  Constitution  ;  they  only  retained 
what  they  before  possessed,  without  inquiry  into 
the  nature  of  its  origin.  The  extent  of  this  re- 
served possession  is  more  easily  understood  than 
de&aed.    It  is  sufficient  for  the  present  purpose  to 


I  say,  that  it  comprehended  all  the  power  of  slavery, 
I  as  an  existing  state  or  condition,  which  they  did 
not  choo.se  to  renounce  or  relinquish,  and  perhaps 
I  had  it  not  in  their  power  to  extirpate,  if  they  had 
I  so  desired.  The  Constitution  was  thus  the  crea- 
!  lure  of  the  State ;  the  work  of  their  own  hands. 
j  But  what  is  a  new  State?  It  is  the  creature  of 
the  Constitution ;  deriving  from  the  Constitu- 
tion its  existence  and  all  its  rights,  and  possessing 
no  power  but  what  is  imparted  to  it  by  the  Con- 
stitution. If  it  have  a  power  to  establish  slavery, 
it  derives  that  power  from  the  Con.stitutioB,  and 
the  Constitution  becomes  stained  with  the  sin  of 
having  originated  a  state  of  slavery.  What  a  re- 
flection would  this  be  upon  that  instrument  ?  How 
IS  it  calculated  to  diminish  the  sacred  regard  that 
has  been  felt  for  it  here  and  abroad  ?  Up  to  the 
present  moment,  no  such  charge  can  be  made 
against  the  Constitution.  With  respect  to  the  ex- 
isting States,  it  only  tolerated  what  it  could  not 
remove ;  and  in  the  case  of  Louisiana,  it  submit- 
ted to  circumstances  equally  uncontrollable.  But, 
(and  I  say  it  with  pride  and  with  pleasure,)  it 
never  yet  has  conferred  a  power  to  establish  the 
condition  of  slavery;  and  I  warn  those  who  are 
intrusted  with  its  administration  to  beware  how 
they  claim  for  it  the  exertion  of  a  capacity  so 
odious. 

But,  we  are  told  that  every  thing  is  implied  in 
the  use  of  the  word  "State;"  that  the  Constitu- 
tion, when  it  speaks  of  the  admiisiion  of  new 
'•States' inii)  the  Union,  ne«-*es.sarily  means  that 
they  should  possess  certain  faculties  and  powers, 
of  which  it  IS  also  contended  that  the  precise  defi- 
nition is  to  be  tbund  in  the  faculties  and  powers 
possessed  by  the  original  States.  I  admit,  un- 
hesitatingly, that  there  are  rights  so  inherent  and 
essential,  and,  if  you  please,  inalienable,  that  a 
State  cannot  surrender  them,  nor  exist  as  a  mem- 
ber of  this  Union  without  them.  But  is  it  es-sen- 
tial,  by  the  principles  of  our  Constitution,  to  the 
character  of  a  member  of  this  Union,  (a  newly 
admitted  member  esjiecially,)  that  it  should  pos- 
sess all  the  powers,  or  even  all  the  rights,  that  be- 
longed to  the  original  States?  It  must  then  be  the 
sovereign  of  all  the  territory  within  its  limits,  which 
has  never  been  the  case  in  a  single  instance  of  a 
State  newly  formed  out  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States.  It  cannot  be  the  case;  for,  by  the 
practice  of  the  Government,  the  admission  is  made 
to  depend  upon  the  inhabitants,  and  not  upon  the 
appropriation  of  the  land.  The  unappropriated 
lands  belong  to  the  United  States.  Even  its  limits 
are  setthd  by  Congress.  It  must,  too,  have  an 
unlimited  right  of  taxation,  and  it  must  have  an 
independent  and  absolute  power  extending  to  every 
thing  within  its  limits ;  for  all  these  powers  be- 
longed to  the  original  States.  Then,  sir,  not  a 
single  new  State  (excepting  Vermont)  has  been 
properly  admitted  into  the  Union;  and  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Government,  from  its  first  foundation, 
has  been  one  tissue  of  error  and  usurpation. 

In  every  instance,  some  restriction  or  curtail- 
ment of  legi.slative  authority,  more  or  less  exten- 
sive, has  been  impost-d  and  assented  to,  with  uni- 
versal approbation.     In  the  ca^  of  Kentucky,  a« 
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we  have  seen,  Virginia  stipulated,  among  other  '  ings  of  some  who  hear  me,  and  whom  I  would  not 
things,  that  for  a  limited  time  the  land.-  of  nou-  willingly  offend.  Where  slavery  exists,  you  m>y 
residents  should  not  be  taxed  higher  than  those  of  i  call  it  what  you  pleasc^you  have  a  perfect  right 
residents,  and  that  the  lands  of  non-residents  re-  ,  to  do  so,  and  to  regulate  it  by  such  laws  as  you 
siding  in  Virginia,  should  never  be  taxed  higher  deem  best — but,  in  a  discussion  like  the  present,  it 
than  those  of  residents.  This  is  a  palpable  re-  seems  to  me  an  utter  perversion  of  language  to 
straint  upon  the  exercise  of  a  legislative  authority,  style  it  a  minority,  as  it  would  be  an  utter  perver- 
which  every  one  of  the  existing  States  possesses  j  sion  of  sentiment  to  suppose  that  it  has  any  re- 
without  restriction,  and  yet  it  never  has  been  sup-  ,  semblance  to  the  endearing  relation  out  of  which 
posed  to  place  Kentucky  in  a  condition  of  inferi-  I  the  laws  for  the  government  of  infancy  hare 
ority  to  her  sister  States.     I  will  not  tire  the  pa-  .  grown. 

tience  of  the  Committee  by  going  through  the  [  How  is  this  power  essential  to  the  character  of 
other  instances,  which  have  been  already  very  i  a  free  republican  State?  Suppose  thi?  evil  were 
fullv  brought  into  view.  Enough  has  been  said  '  now  happily  extirpated,  is  there  any  moral  or  po- 
to  show  that  It  has  never  been  thought  requisite  ;  litical  competency  under  the  Con.stitution  to  re- 
that  a  new  Sute  should  possess  the  same  identical  i  store  it  among  us?  Has  any  one  ever  seriously 
Mwers  which  confessedly  belonged  to  the  original  I  contended  for  such  a  power?  No.  It  certainly 
States,  and  that  such  identity  is  not  necessary  to  '  could  not  be  re-established  without  the  consent  of 
a  perfect  political  equality.  1  Congress,  and  yet  I  think  it  will  scarcely  be  as- 

To  come  nearer  to  the  question,  I  beg  leave  to  serted  that  the  Statt>s  would  not  still  possess  all 
ask  IS  It  essential,  by  the  principles  of  our  Consti-  the  essential  powers  of  self-government  and  a 
tution,  to  the  character  of  a  State,  that  it  should  |  just  sovereignty  ;  that  they  would  not  be  as  free, 
have  the  power  of  originating,  establishing,  or  i  as  independent,  as  happy,  and  at  least  as  powerful, 
piTpetuating,  the  condition  of  slavery  within  its  j  as  they  now  are. 

linaits  ?  Upon  what  footing,  then,  do  the  original  States 

I  request  gentlemen  to  pause  before  they  answer    stand  in  this  respect  ?    Did  the  Constitution  either 
this  question,  and  to  look  it  fairly  in  the  face,  for  !  give  or  reserve  to  them  the  right  of  originating  or 
it  must  be  met.     Is  it  essential  to  the  character  of  i  establishing  a  state  of  slavery?     Have  they  now 
a  free  republican  State,  that  it  should   have  the  I  or  have  they  ever  had  such  a  right?     Is  there  a 

'  right,  in  any  of  them,  to  reduce  a  free  man  to  a 
state  of  slavery,  except  as  a  punishment  for  crimes 
I  of  which  he  has  been   legally  convicted,  and  not 
i  extending  to  his  offspring?     'The  great  principles 
I  of  the  Constitution  are  all  at  variance  with  such 
a  doctrine.     It  is  plain   enough   how  the  Conven- 
tion considered  the  matter,  and   how  it  was  con- 


power  of  originatinjr,  establishing,  or  perpetuating 
a  system  of  slavery — so  essential,  that  it  is  not  a 
free  republican  State  without  the  power,  nor  qual- 
ified to  b<'  a  member  of  this  Confederacy? 

Can  it  be  possible  that  a  Constitution,  framed 
to  secure,  to  preserve,  and  to  extend  the  blessings 
of  liberty,  itself  rests  upon  a  principle  so  impolitic 

and  so  indefensible  as  this?  I  should  very  much  i  sidered  bv  the  States,  individually  and  collectively 
fear,  that  we  could  neither  exp«rt  the  f'avor  of  I  They  regarded  it  then,  as  they  regard  it  now,  as 
Heaven  nor  the  approbation  of  men  for  a  Consti-  j  an  unfortunately  existing  evil,  of  which  it  was  im- 
tution  so  constructed — whose  professions  were  so  ,  possible  to  rid  themselves,  and  which,  therefore, 
entirely  at  variance  with  its  principles.     Can  it  be  '  they  must  manage  in  the  manner  most  conducive 


pretended,  will  anv  one  be  hardy  enough  to  assert, 
that  this  power  belongs  to  the  rights  of  self-govern- 
ment, or  of  a  just  sovereignty,  or  that  it  is  to  be 
arranged  in  the  same  class  with  the  authority  ex- 
ercised by  every  well  constituted  society,  in  regu- 
lating the  domestic  relations  ?  Where  slavery  ex- 
ists, it  may  be  (as  was  said  by  a  gentleman  from 
Virginia)  that  slaves  are  regarded  as  in  a  state  of 
perpetual  minority.  It  mignt  with  equal  propriety 
be  said,  at  once,  that  they  are  regarded  as  in  a 
state  of  perpetual  subjection — it  amounts  to  the 
same  thing;  for  surely  no  man  will  seriously  af- 
firm that  this  decree  of  pcrjjetual  minority  has  its 
source  in  the  same  feelings  and  views  which,  in 
all  civilired  nations,  have  led  to  the  enactment  of 
laws  for  the  protection  of  infancy  against  its  own 
folly  and  imprudence.  The  one  originates  in  pa- 
rental affection,  anxiously  providing  for  the  welfare 
of  its  offspring,  during  the  period  when  by  nature 
the  judgment  is  weak  and  the  passions  strong;  and 
every  incapacity  which  the  laws  have  established 
is  meant  as  a  shield  for  infancy  again.st  danger  to 
itself.  The  other,  has  it  any  view  to  the  comfort 
or  well  being  of  this  perpetual  minor?  I  will  not 
pursue  the  inquiry,  lest  I  should  wound  the  feel- 


to  their  safety — an  accidental  and  deplorable  state 
of  things,  not  to  be  terminated  by  any  means  which 
human  wisdom  was  then  able  to  devise.  It  was 
upon  this  footing  that  what  is  called  the  compro- 
mise took  place — it  was  a  compromise  with  an  af- 
flicting necessity,  and  mark  w^ell  the  manner  of  it! 
It  was  a  silent  compact  between  the  existing 
States,  upon  a  subject  which  they  all  felt  was  be- 
yond their  power  to  deal  with.  That  silence,  that 
most  emphatic  and  impressive  silence,  of  the  Con- 
stitution, is  the  sure  indication  of  the  feelings  which 
prevailed  in  the  Convention.  What  could  they 
say  ?  They  would  not  utter  the  word  slave  or 
slavery  ;  and,  whenever  they  found  occasion  to 
make  any  provision  on  the  .subject,  they  had  re- 
course to  other  language,  as  if  the  very  terms  were 
hateful  and  offensive,  and  unfit  to  be  employed  in  - 
(that  instrument.  What  could  they  do?  They 
[  could  only  indulge  a  hope  that  a  time  would  come 
j  when  this  evil  might  oe  eradicated,  and,  in  the 
1  meantime,  they  bore  their  testimony  against  it  by 
that  expressive  silence  of  which  no  one  could  mis- 
take or  misunderstand  the  meaning. 

That  compact,  not  of  words,  but  of  silence,  had 
the  precise  effect,  while  it  avoided  a  recognition  of 
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the  legitimate  origin  of  the  evil,  of  leaving  every 
one  oiihe  then  existine^  States  in  possession  of  the 
power  which  it  actually  exercised,  except  so  far  as 
It  was  parted  with  to  the  Union.  The  ambiguity 
in  the  Constitution,  if  any  there  be,  arises  alto- 
gether from  this  well  meant  mode  of  treating  the 
subject.  What  the  framers  of  that  instrument  in- 
tended should  signify  their  detestation  of  slavery, 
has  furnished  an  argument  in  favor  of  its  exten- 
sion. For,  as  silence  left  the  existing  States  in 
possession  of  the  power,  so  silence  is  interpreted, 
in  the  admission  of  new  States,  to  confer  the 
power ;  and  this  rule  of  con.struction  throws  upon 
Congress  the  necessity  of  an  active  exertion  of  au- 
thority for  its  restraint,  for  which  gentlemen  insist 
we  must  show  a  jxjsitive  grant.  But,  with  respect 
to  the  existing  States,  it  was  a  power  paramount 
to  the  Constitution  itself,  and  which  no  State  sur- 
rendered ;  a  power,  however,  and  a  necessity,  too, 
confined  to  her  own  limits. 

Can  this  be  affirmed,  with  truth,  of  any  State 
newly  admitted  into  the  Union  ?  Can  it  be  said 
to  stand  upon  the  same  footing  as  the  original 
States,  either  as  to  paramount  power,  an  existing 
condition,  or  the  case  of  necessity  ?  Up  to  the 
moment  of  admission,  it  is  subject  entirely  and 
exclusively  to  the  government  of  Congress,  as  a 
part  of  the  territory  of  the  Union.  It  presents  it- 
self to  Congress  as  a  Territory,  asking  to  become 
a  State,  but  bringing  with  it  no  State  rights — no 
State  powers — nothing  to  be  reserved,  but  every 
thing  to  be  received.  It  presents  itself  free  from 
the  condition  of  slavery,  or  subject  to  it  in  so  slight 
a  degree  as  to  be  easily  manageable,  and  affording 
no  just  ground  for  its  continuance.  Unless,  there- 
fore, it  can  be  shown,  that  it  is  so  essential  to  the 
completion  of  a  free  republican  State  of  this  Union, 
to  have  the  power  of  originating  or  perpetuating 
slavery,  that  it  cannot  be  f>ee  and  republican  with- 
out it,  the  argument  must  fail  altogether.  Besides, 
sir,  how  can  the  rights  of  the  new  State  be  affect- 
ed— it  has  the  choice  of  coming  in  upon  the  terms, 
or  not  coming  in  at  all  i 

I  am  aware  it  may  be  said  that  the  compact  b<;- 
tween  the  existing  States  ought  lo  be  considered 
as  a  mutual  stipulation  with  each  other,  that  new 
States  should,  in  this  respect,  be  left  free  to  choose 
for  themselves.     It  is  no  where  said  so,  and  to  me 
it  seems  worse  than  idle  to  suppose  that  there  is  a 
dormant  abstract  principle  in  the  Constitution  in 
favor  of  slavery^to  spring  up  only  as  a   barrier 
against  what  is,  and  always  has  been,  conceded  to 
be  right  and  just.     Show  me  the  value  of  it,  in 
practice,  and  I  am  then  prepared  to  listen   to  the 
deduction;  but,  as  long  as  the  argument  terminates 
only  in  evil,  or,  which  is  the  same  thing,  in   pre- 1 
▼enting  a  good,  so  long  exactly  it  is  imfiossible  for 
it  to  find  Its  way  to  the  hearts  or  the  understand-  ' 
ing  of  men.    When,  not  long  ago,  it  was  affirmed  | 
in  this  House  that  the  Constitution  gave  to  Con- 
gress a  power  to  make  certain   public   improve- 
ments ;  to  open  the  channels  for  wealth  and  trade  ; 
to  flow  from  one  quarter  of  the  country  to  another; ' 
to  approximate  them   to  each  other;  to  connect' 
'  them  by  the  ties  of  interest  and  mutual  dependence  | 
'i  and  mutial  regard,  i  listened  with  attention  and  \ 


pleasure,  for  I  expected  lo  find  a  power  so  benefi- 
cent. So,  sir,  if  I  am  told  that  there  is  a  power 
in  the  Constitution  to  arrest  the  march  of  slavery, 
to  extend  the  sphere  of  freedom,  personal  as  well 
as  political,  that,  loo,  1  expect  to  find.  But,  when 
I  am  told  that  there  is  a  silent,  dormant  principle 
in  the  Constitution ;  a  sullen  power,  that  forbids 
us  to  check  the  extension  of  slavery,  I  confess  to 
you  that  I  involuntarily  shrink  from  the  process  of 
reasoning  by  which  it  is  deduced,  and  revolt  in- 
voluntarily from  the  conclusion.  If  it  be  apparent, 
I  must  and  I  will  submit  to  it;  but  if  it  be  not 
clear,  I  am  not  disposed  to  search  for  it,  either 
among  the  high  attributes  of  sovereign  power,  or 
the  more  frequent  refuge  of  State  rights. 

But   I  admit  that  this  assertion  is  true,  as  to 
every  rightful  and  essential  jKJWer,  which  belongs 
inseparably  lo  republican  self-government,  or  is 
necessary  to  place  a  Slate  upon  an  equal  political 
footing  with    her   sister    States,  and    render    her 
worthy  to  be  a  membtr  of  the  Confederacy.     As 
to  the  rights  of  self-government,  I   have  nothing 
more  to  say.     It  only  remains  to  inquire,  whether 
I  the  proposed  restriction  di.^turbs  or  interferes  with 
any  of  the  great  political  rights  of  the  State,  or  is 
calculated   to  lessen   her  weight  and  influence  in 
the  scale  of  the  Union  i     The  great  and   impor- 
tant right  of  every  State  is  that  which  regards  her 
representation  in  the  .National  Councils.     Is  that 
impaired  by  the  restriction  ?     The  compromi.se  of 
the  Constitution,  in  the  article  of  representation, 
was  founded  ujxin  a  simple,  and  now  well  estab- 
lished principle,  applied  to  preserve  the  balance  of 
the  existing  States.     It  was  not  that  propirty  was 
to  be  represented — for  then  every  kind  of  property 
ought  to  have  been  estimated  in  fixing  the  ratio — 
but  that  this  particular  kind  of  property  occupied 
the  place  and  consumed  the  food  of  a  free  popula- 
tion, and  to  that  extent  lessened  the  comparative 
numbers  of  the  State,  not  for  a  time  only,  but  for- 
ever.    If  the  free  population   had   furnished    the 
ratio,  how  many  Represtntatives  would  Virginia 
now  have  ?     To  preserve  the  balance  of  the  States 
then,  and  thereafter,  the  rule  of  three-filths  was 
adoptetl,  and.  with  this  rule,  the  Constitution  con- 
siders that  there  is  a  fair  political  equality  between 
the  fre<;  States  and   the  slave  States.     Can  it  be 
said  that  the  political  rights  of  the  State  are  in 
this  leading  and  all-important  point  impaired  by 
the  restriction  ?     In   point  of  fact,   her  influence 
and  power  are  increased,  for  the  free  population 
will  increase  more  rapidly  than  the  slave  popula- 
tion, and  she  is  entitled  to  a  representation  for  the 
whole  number,  instead  of  being  limited,  as  to  a 
nart,  to  three-fifths.     Whoever  will  lake  the  trou- 
ble to  examine  the  comparative  increase  of  the 
two  descriptions  of  States,  will  U  satisfied  of  this, 
and  I  have  no  desire  to  obuin  for  the  free  States 
the  advantage  hinted  at  by  a  member  who  has 
opposed  the  amendment,  of  infusing  into  the  Slates 
to  be  formed  a   debilitating   disease,  which  will 
stint  their  growth  and  lessen  iheir  political  weight 
in  the  Union.     The  political  richt  of  a  State,  se- 
cured by  the  Constitution,  is,  if  there  arc  slaves,  to 
apply  to  them  the  rule  of  three-fifths,  and    that 
right,  I  admit,  cannot  be  infringed.     But  it  is  not 
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necessary  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  full  benefit  of ' 
the  principle  of  representation,  nor  fairly  to  be  de- 
duced from  it  as  a  part  of  the  compromise,  that  a 
new  Stale  should  be  permitted  to  have  slaves.         , 
I  may  be  allowed  again  to  ask,  what  are  the 
political  rights  of  a  Slate  in  regard  lo  the  Union? 
They  are  the  political  rights  of  the  free  inhabit- 
ants, the  only  condition   known  lo  the  Constitu- 
tion.    Slaves  have  no  political  rights.     They  are 
acquired  by  force,  and  they  are  held  by  force;  and 
if  it  be  lawful  to  hold  them,  it  is  also  lawful  to 
use  any  degree  of  force  that  is  necessary  lo  hold 
them  in  quiet  subjection.     Every  law  of  a  slave- 
holding  State  which  provides  particularly  for  this 
condition  of  men,  by  peculiar  exertions  of  author- 
ity; by  an  unusual  discipline,  or  by  unusual  ter- 
rors and  punishments,  having  no  view  to  their  own 
benefit,  but  only  to  the  s-afety  of  their  masters,  is 
an  exertion  of  force,  necessary  (where  the  condi- 
tion exists)  for  the  security  of  society,  not  to  be 
mentioned   reproachfully,  much  less  to  be  inter- 
fered with,  but  still  a  mere  exertion  of  force,  de- 
monstrating that  slaves  have  no  political   rights. 
They  add  nothing  to  the  mass  of  rights.     1  would 
not  be  understood  to  question  the  power  of  the 
Slates  where  this  condition  exists.     Whether  it  is 
a  power  reserved,  it  is,  as  to  them,  recognised  by 
the  Constitution,  and  entitled  to  the  support  and 
Drotection  of  the  whole   strength  of  the  Union. 
We  may  have  our  wishes  and  our  feeling  on  the 
subject ;  it  is  for  them  alone  to  decide  how  long 
this  state  of  things   shall    continue.     If  ever   the 
time  should  come  when   they  shall   be  able  and 
willing  to  rid    themselves  of  the  evil,  it  will   be 
hailed  with  unaffected  delight.     Till  then,  while 
this  Constitution  endures,  we  have  no  right  to  as- 
cend beyond  its  provisions,  and  we  are  bound  to 
carry  them  fully  into  effect.     The  Stale  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  represent  has  been  as  ardent  and  ' 
sincere  in  the  cause  of  emancipation  as  any  Stale  ' 
in  this  Union.     But  she  has  never  lost  sight  of 
her  obligations  to  her  sister  States.     Her  laws  and 
her  judicial  decisions  will  be  found  to  be  in  strict 
conformity  with  the  Constitution,  and  so  they  will 
continue  to  be. 

If  the  members  of  the  Convention  meant   to 
frame  a  compact  between  the  Slates,  to  the  effect  { 
which  has  been  mentioned,   that  is  to  say,  that 
every  new  State  should  in  this  respect  be  left  en- 
tirely  free,  we  might  reasonably  expect  to  find  i 
it  somewhere  in  the  Constitution.     It  could  not  i 
have  been  forgotten  or  overlooked  :  it  was  a  sub-  ' 
jeci  in  itself  of  too  much  interest  and  importance:  ' 
and,  besides,  the  ordinance  of  1787  was  adopted  I 
while  the  Convention  was  silting  that  framed  the  ! 
Constitution,  and  that  ordinance  provided  for  the  i 
admission  of  States,  with  a  perpetual  inhibition  of 
slavery.     Under  the  Confederation  it  had  been  as-  ! 
sumed  as  a  power   belonging   to  Congress,   and 
exercised  as  a  power  fit  to  be  exercised  by  Con-  i 
gress.     It  is  incredible  that  the  Constitution  should 
have  designed  to  disaffirm  all  this,  and  yet  have 
said  nothing  about  it,  but  conferred  without  limi- 
tation the  very  power  to  which  it  had  become  an 
established  incident. 

Can  any  good  reason  be  assigned  why  the  ex- 


isting States  should  have  entered  into  such  a  com- 
pact ?     It  was  not  necessary  to  the  compromise ; 
which  regarded  only  the  actual  condition  of  the 
I  States,  and  which  meant  to  preserve  to  each  of 
them  nothing  more   than  the  power   within   its 
limits.     The  Constitution  was  not  formed  for  a 
day  or  a  year,  but  for  a  succession  of  time ;  I  hope 
forages:  and  it  might  easily  have  been  foreseen 
that  cases  would  probably  occur  in  which  the  ex- 
ercise of  such  a  power  by  the  Government  would 
be  of  the  utmost  importance.     Suppose  the  case  of 
a  distant  or  a  frontier  Stale  applying  for  admis- 
sion.    If  you  permit  her  lo  have  this  kind  of  popu- 
lation, you  are  bound  by  the  Constitution  to  pro- 
tect her,  with  all  the  means  of  the  Union,  against 
the  insurrection  of  the  enemy  within  her  bosom, 
and  against   the  inroads  of  any  foreign    nation. 
You  are  bound  even  lo  secure  to  her  the  enjoy- 
ment of  this  very  property,  and  if  a  neighboring 
Power  should,  by  force  or  seduction,  carry  off  her 
slaves,  it  would  become  a  cause  of  national  quarrel 
and  of  war.     Our  own  recent  history  gives  us  an 
example  of  something  of  this  sort.     What  was  the 
Seminole  war  ?     The  runaway  slaves  of  Georgia 
combining  with  outlaws  and  Indians  in  Florida! 
earned  on  hostilities  upon  the  borders  of  Georgia 
and  that  State,  as  she  had  a  right  to  do,  called 
upon   the  United  Slates  for  protection.     It  was 
granted  ;  and  hence  the  Seminole  war.     If  a  new 
Slate,  circumstanced  as  I  have  supposed,  should 
apply  for  admission  into  the  Union,  would  it  not 
be   reasonable,   nay,  would  it  not  be   essentially 
just  and  necessary  to  require  her  first  to  stipulate 
that  she  would  not  introduce  that  source  of  weak- 
ness   and   that   cause  of  quarrel,  which  might  be 
so  expensive  and  burdensome  to  the  Union  ?    It 
ought  not  to  be  a  concern  of  the  Stale  alone,  be- 
cause It  may  become  a  charge  lo  the  nation. 

I  think  I  may  .safely  affirm  that  this  is  the  prac- 
tical, established  construction  of  the  Constitution 
used  and  approved  from  its  adoption  to  the  present 
day.  But  permit  me  for  a  moment  to  examine  the 
spirit  of  that  instrument.  If,  as  is  clearly  shown, 
the  toleration  of  slavery  by  the  Constitution,  and 
the  corresponding  provisions,  were  owing  to  an 
incidental,  existing,  and  uncontrollable  necessity, 
then  It  IS  plainly  the  spirit  of  the  compact  that  the 
power  should  never  be  permitted  to  a  new  State, 
but  where  the  same  imperious  circumstances  exist 
to  demand  it,  as  in  the  case  of  the  original  States. 
Such  was  the  fact  in  the  instance  of  Louisiana. 
VV  hat,  then,  is  it  that  Congress  are  lo  do  upon  such 
an  occasion  ?  To  impose  conditions  arbitrarily? 
No.  To  judge  of  the  circumstances,  regarding  in 
due  proportion  the  interests  of  the  Staie  and  the 
Union.  If  that  deplorable  necessity  exist,  they 
permit  in  silence  what,  like  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution,  they  will  not  in  terra?  avow.  If  not 
they  adjudicate  by  the  restriction,  which  it  is  then 
their  moral  and  Constitutional  duty  to  impose. 

This  is  the  irue,  it  is  the  necessary,  and  only 
just  construction  of  the  Constitution— the  only  one 
that  is  consistent  either  with  the  professions  we 
have  always  been  in  the  habit  of  making,  or  with 
the  hope  that  was  certainly  once  very  much  cher- 
ished, that  a  mode  might  some  day  be  devised  of 
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abolishing  this  great  evil.     We  may  assert,  as  we 
will,  that  we  are  not  in  favor  of  slavery ;  as  long 
as  it  shall  be  seriously  insisted  that,  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  our  country,  every  new  State  has  the 
inherent  and  inalienable  right  of  establishing  do- 
mestic servitude,  so  long  our  professions  will  be 
disbelieved,  and  we  ourselves,  as  well  as  that  ven- 
erated   instrument,    be    charged    with   hypocrisy. 
Suppose,  sir,  that  the  existmg  States  were  in  a 
course  of  abolition,  would  it  be  permitted  to  a  new 
State,  governed  by  some  selfish  or  ill  judged  views 
of  interest,  to  revive  the  condition  of  slavery,  and 
thus  to  control  and  defeat  the  policy  of  all  the 
others?    Ought  it  to  be  in  the  power  of  any  new 
State  to  enlarge  the  region  of  slavery,  and  thus  to 
increase  the  difficulties,  already  sufficiently  great, 
presented  by  this  very  difficult  and  embarrassing 
subject  ?     Can  it  be  that  we  sincerely  believe  it  to 
be  an  evil,  and  yet  will  gravely  insist  that  it  is  a 
right  of  every  new  State  to  do — what  ?     I  was 
going  to  say,  enjoy  this  evil,  but  that  would  be  a 
perversion  of  terms — afflict  and  injure  herself,  and 
her   associates    too,    by  admitting  it   within   her 
limits?     If  it  be  a  good,  the  argument  is  intelligi- 
ble: if  it  be  even  doubtful,  there  is  still  some  scope 
for  choice;  but,  if  it  be  an  acknowledged  evil,  it 
seems  to  me  extravagant,  if  not  absurd,  to  contend 
that  there  is  a  right  to  have  it,  and  that  a  pro- 
hibition restrains  or  impairs  the  just  liberty  of  a 
new  State. 

This  construction,  too,  is  plainly  indicated  by  at 
least  one  provision  of  the  Constitution,  I  mean  the 
9th  section  of  ihf  first  article:     "The  migration 
'  or  importation  of  such  |)ersons  as  any  of  the  States 
'  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not 
'  be  prohibited  by  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1808." 
Whv  is  this  restraint  upon  the  power  of  Congress, 
confined  to  the  States  '-now  existing?"     It  was 
to  give  to  Congress  the  power,  immediately,  to 
prevent  the  introduction  of  slavery  into  the  States 
to  be  formed.     I  do  not  doubt  that  it  had  a  par- 
ticular reference  to  the  ordinance  of  1787,  and 
was  meant  to  guard  against  the  inference  that 
Congress  had  not  the  authority  to  complete  the 
work  the  ordinance  had  begun.     For,  if  the  re- 
straint had  been  general,  comprehending  the  States 
to  be  formed,  as  well  as  those  existing,  Congress 
could  not,  within  the  twenty  years,  have  prohibit- 
ed the  "migration  or  importation"  of  slaves  into 
the  States  to  be  admitted  into  the  .Northwestern 
Territory;  and  then  one  of  two  consequences  must 
have  followed;  either  Congress  would  have  re- 
fused to  admit  the  States  within  the  twenty  years, 
which  would  not  have  been  consistent  with  the 
engagements  entered  into,  or  they  must  have  ad- 
mitted them  with  the  power  of  receiving  slaves, 
which  would  have  been  contrary  to  the  provisions' 
of  the  ordinance.     It  is,  therefore,  I  say,  that  this 
section  of  the  Constitution  had  a  plain  reference 
to  the  ordinance;  and  while  it  evinces,  in   the 
clearest  manner,  a  Constitutional  distinction  be- 
tween the  existing  States,  and  States  to  be  admit- 
ted, upon  the  very  subject  now  in  question,  and 
plainly  intimates  a  design  to  give  a  control  to 
Congress  over  the   introduction  of  slavery   into 
States  to  be  formed,  it  also  seems  to  me  to  afford 


a  Constitutional  sanction  to  the  ordinance  itself. 
The  view  which  i  have  thus,  I  fear  at  too  great 
expense  of  time  and  patience  to  the  Committee, 
endeavored  to  present,  is,  to  my  mind,  sc-  conclusive, 
that  I  should  hope  it  would  be  unnecessary  to 
detain  tliem  longer.  But,  there  has  been  all  along 
an  assumption,  by  those  who  are  opposed  to  the 
amendment,  which  I  think  extremely  questionable, 
if  it  be  not  wholly  unfounded.  It  is  assumed 
that  the  condition  proposed  by  the  amendment, 
will  produce  an  inequality  betvreen  the  State  to 
be  admitted,  and  the  existing  States.  It  is  not 
material,  (the  inequality  being  of  no  consequence,) 
but  I  mistake  if  I  may  not  safely  deny  that  it  will 
occasion  any  inequality  at  all. 

Sir,  has  any  Stote  in  this  Union  a  constitutional 
capacity  to  originate  or  establish  a  state  of  slavery  ? 
To  be  more  precise— if  a  State  (Pennsylvania, 
for  example.)  has  once  abolished  slavery,  has  it  a 
power,  without  the  consent  and  against  the  will  of 
Congress,  to  restore  that  condition  ?  This  is  an 
interesting,  but  I  think  it  is  not  a  difficult  question, 
and  certainly  it  is  not  a  dangerous  one  to  di.scuiw. 
No  State  that  has  once  abolished  slavery  will,  I 
believe,  ever  desire  to  restore  it.  And  here,  sir,'  I 
invoke  to  my  aid  the  great  principles  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  the  great  truths  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence.  I  invoke,  too,  the  principle  ol 
the  compromi.se,  founded  as  it  was  upon  an  exist- 
ing .state  of  things,  and  recognising  no  rights  but 
what  necessity  conferred. 

The  reduction  of  a  fellow  creature  to  slavery, 
to  a  state  where  nothing  is  his  own  but  his  sorrows 
and  his  sufterings,  is,  if  you  please,  an  act  of  sov- 
ereign power;  that  is,  of  sovereign  force,  which 
obeys  no  law  but  its  own  will,  and  knows  no  limits 
but  the  measure  of  it^  strength.     Jf  these  States 
were  sovereign,  they,  too,  like  other  sovereigns, 
might  exert  a  lawless  power.     It  would,  neverthe- 
IcKs,  be  morally  wrong.     But  they  are  sovereign- 
ties, qualified  by  the  grants  of  power  to  the  Union, 
and  by  the  great  political  principles  upon  which 
all  our  institutions  repose.     The  .sanction  of  these 
principles  is  now  added  to  the  force  of  moral  obli- 
gation; and  the  beautiful   feature  of  our  Govern- 
ment, that  which  entitles  it  to  the  respect  of  stran- 
gers, and  to  our  affection  ;  that  which  distinguishes 
ft  Irom  all  the  governments  that  have  ever  existed, 
IS  to  be  found   m  this  single  truth.     Such  is  iu 
structure,  that  it  can  do  no  lawless  violence,  and 
vrhenever   we  spiak   of  sovereignty,  we  mean  a 
rightlul  moral  sovereignty,  and  not  a  power  to  do 
whatever  it  has  strength  to  accomplish. 

Whence,  then,  can  a  State  derive  such  a  richt 

I  mean  a  right  to  originate  or  re-establi.sh  slavery  ? 
It  cannot,  by  force,  reduce  freemen  to  the  condition 
o{  slaves.  This  no  one  v/ould  undertake  to  main- 
tain. It  cannot  draw  them  from  abroad,  for  Con- 
gress have  the  unquestionable  power  to  prohibit 
importation.  Can  it  receive  them  from  other 
States  of  this  Union  ?  The  supposition  imputes 
to  the  Constitution  the  greatest  weakness,  and  is 
wholly  inconsistent  with  the  hope  entertained  by 
the  great  men  who  framed  it,  that  this  evil  might 
some  day  be  abolished.  I  think  this  channel  is 
stopped,  as  it^wffht  to  be  by  the  power  of  Congress 
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to  prevent  importation  and  migration.     Importa- 
tion, we  all  understand  to  include  slaves  brought 
in  from  abroad,  from  any  foreign  territory,  whether 
by  land  or  by  water,  and  we  all  agree  that  it  is 
sufficient  to  comprehend,  in   its  interdict,  every 
bringing  in  of  slaves  from  abroad.   The  term  "mi- 
gration"  is  applied  to  the  same    description    of 
"persons,"  and  upon  the  plainest  principles  of  con- 
struction must  be  understood  to  apply  to  something 
different  from  "  importation."     What  can  it  apply 
to,  but  the  passage  or  transfer  of  slaves  from  one 
State  or  Territory  to  another  ?  An  argument  urged 
by  the  member  who  last  addressed  the  Committee, 
(Mr  Clay.)  I  mean  the  argument  derived  from 
that  part  of  the  Constitution  which  denies  to  Con- 
{^ess  the  power  of  imposing  a  duty  upon  exports 
trom  any  of  the  Slates,  strongly  supports  this  in- 
terpretation.     The   two  clauses,  taken    together,  | 
and  they  are  in  the  same  section,  amount  to  this — 
you  shall  not  prohibit  the  "  importation  "  until  after  ! 
the  year  1808,  but  in  the  mean  time  you  may  im-  I 
po.se  a  tax  or  duty  upon  "such   importation,"  not  I 
exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each   person  :  you  shall 
not,  during  the  same  iH'riod,  prohibit  "migration,"  j 
but  can  you  impose  a  duty  or  tax  ?     .No.     The  au-  I 
thonty  to  impose  a  duty  or  tax  is  dropped,  and  j 
why  7     Because  migration,  meaning,  as  we  insist,  | 
a  transfer  from   State  to   Sute,  includes,  in  every  ; 
instance,  the  exportation  from  a  State,  and  there-  1 
fore,  by  the  fifth  clause  of  the  same  section,  no  ; 
"duty  or  tax"  can  be  laid  upon  it.  i 

Various  interpretations  of  thi.s  clause  of  the  i 
Constitution  have  lieen  attempted  by  those  who 
are  opposed  to  the  amendment,  but  none  of  them, 
I  think,  consistent  with  the  fair  import  of  the  terms, 
or  the  manifest  spirit  of  the  Constitution.  One 
gentleman,  indeed,  (Mr.  S.mith,  of  Maryland,) 
has  .said,  some  days  ago,  that  it  was  intended  to 
give  Congress  the  power  to  prevent  the  passage 
trom  one  State  into  another,  of  slaves  imported 
into  the  former  from  abroad.  His  long  experience 
and  knowledge  entitle  the  suggestion  to  great  con- 
sideration, and  it  ap(iears  to  me  to  concede  the 
precise  construction  contended  for.  He  admits 
that  the  clause  applies  to  slaves,  and  the  term  "mi- 
gration," t(»  slaves  transferred  from  one  State  to 
another.  .Now,  as  there  is  no  description  of  the 
kind  of  slavrs,  which  limits  it  to  slaves  imported. 
It  must  apply  to  all  slaves.  I  will  not  insist  upon 
the  advantage  of  this  concession;  the  case  is  fully 
made  out  without  it. 

But  we  are  told  by  the  gentleman  from  Delaware, 
that  the  technical  meaning  of  the  word  migration 
is,  a  change  of  residence  from  one  country  to  ano- 
ther. I  must  be  permitted  to  say.  that  1  am  not 
aware  that  the  word  in  question  has  ever  received 
a  technical  meaning.  We  call  those  words  tech- 
nical, which  have  been  appropriated  to  the  .service 
of  an  art  or  science,  and  in  relation  to  that  art  or 
science  have  received  a  definite  and  somewhat  ar- 
tificial sense,  well  understood  by  those  who  are 
acquainted  with  the  subject.  Thus,  when  we 
speak  of  an  "  estate  uil,'  or  a  "  contingent  remain- 
der," the  language  is  perfectly  intelligible  to  a 
lawyer.  The  term  migration  has  never,  to  my 
knowledge,  been  .so  appropriated,  unless  it  may  be 


considered  as  having  been  adopted  by  naturalists, 
as  descriptive  of  the  habits  of  certain  animals,  and 
then  it  means  simply  a  change  of  climate,  for  the 
sake  of  temperature,  or  a  change  of  place,  for  the 
sake  of  food  ;  but  not  a  change  of  country.  In  its 
vulgar  sense,  that  is,  its  common  sense,  as  girea 
to  us  in  dictionaries,  as  used  in  conversation,  or 
bv  approved  writers,  it  means  only  a  change  of 
place.  In  two  pages  of  Dr.  Seybert's  Statistical 
Annals,  (37,  38,)  the  word  is  used  three  times  to 
denote  the  change  or  transfer  of  residence  from 
one  State  to  another ;  and,  it  may  be  remarked  in 
passing,  is  accompanied  with  a  reflection  which 
well  deserves  the  attention  of  those  who  insist  so 
strenuously  upon  the  free  admission  of  Missouri, 
in  order  that  the  owners  of  slaves  may  be  enabled 
to  go  into  that  State.  "  It  is  important  to  consider 
'  how  far  the  diffusion  of  our  population  may 
'  weaken  us  as  a  nation,  and  what  will  be  the  ef- 
'  feet  of  the  migrations  on  the  agriculture  of  the  At- 
'  lantic  States  ?  Many  valuable  farms,  originally 
'  productive,  have  been  abandoned  after  they  were 
'  exhausted  and  made  barren  from  constant  culti- 
'  vation,  and  no  application  of  the  means  to  restore 
'  their  lost  fertility.  If  migration  be  continued  un- 
'  der  these  circumstances,  some  districts  will  here- 
'  after  exhibit  all  the  features  and  poverty  of  a 
'  desert,  and  extensive  tracts  of  valuable  land  will 
'  be  a  waste,  to  the  injury  of  our  agriculture,  man- 
'  ufactures,  and  commerce.  In  many  of  these  sit- 
'  nations,  industry  would  be  abundantly  rewarded, 
'  for  the  labor  and  expense  of  renovating  the  un- 
'  managed  and  impoverished  soil." 

I  am  reminded  by  some  one  near  me,  of  another 
difficulty  supposed  to  be  in  the  way  of  our  con- 
struction ;  and  that  is,  that  migration  means  a 
voluntary  change  of  place,  and  that  the  removal 
of  a  slave  is  without  his  own  consent.  Even  if 
this  were  correct,  it  would  amount  to  nothing. 
The  will  of  a  slave  is  always  the  will  of  his  mas- 
ter, and  his  acts,  wherever  they  are  in  obedience 
to  his  master's  orders,  are,  by  the  Constitution  and 
laws,  deemed  to  be  voluntary.  What  other  term 
could  have  been  employed  ?  We  are  to  remember, 
that,  though  the  slave  is  regarded  as  property,  yet 
is  he  al.so  regarded  as  a  ''  person  ;"  a  human  being, 
having  a  will,  but  that  will  ever  in  coincidence 
with  the  wishes  of  his  master,  and  it  is  from  this 
anomalous  composition  of  character,  that  the  Con- 
stitution itself  had  great  difficulty  in  finding  terms 
applicable  to  his  condition  or  conduct. 

VVe  have  been  told,  too,  (for  the  attempts  have 
been  numerous  to  avoid  the  force  of  this  clause,) 
that  it  applies  to  freemen  coming  from  abroad.  It 
would  be  very  extraordinary,  indeed,  if  the  same 
word,  in  the  same  sentence,  were  to  be  interpreted 
to  include  two  de.scriptions  .so  opposite  as  freemen 
and  slaves.  But  all  this  is  minute,  verbal  criticism, 
and  I  fear  I  shall  fatigue  the  Committee  by  dwell- 
ing upon  it.  There  is  a  much  broader,  and  still 
more  satisfactory  answer  to  the  objection.  The 
clause  in  question  has  always  been  understood  to 
apply  to  slaves,  and  to  slaves  only,  from  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution  to  the  present  time.  It  b 
(and  that  is  entirely  conclusive)  a  restraint  upon 
the  power  of  Congress,  insisted  upon  by  the  slave- 
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boiding  States,  to  secure  for  a  limited  time  the  ' 
right  of  supplying  themselves  with  slares..     This 
is  familiarly  known  to  every  person  who  has  any 
acquaintance  with  the  history  of  the  Constitution; 
and  it  is  known,  also,  that  two  of  the  States  (South 
Carolina  and  Georgia)  would  not  have  come  into 
the  Union  withcut  it.     How  any  one,  knowing 
these  things,  can  gravely  a:>5ert  that  the  clause 
has  any  wovision  relating  to  freemen, it  is  entirely 
impossible  for  me  to  conceive.     It  imputes  either 
mistake  or  foolish  design  to  the  framers  of  that  in- 
strument; for  no  good  reason  can  possibly  be  as- 
signed for  withholding  from  Congress,  during  the 
twenty  years,  any  power  it  possessed  over  the  ad- 
mission of  frt^'men,  though  we  know  well  the  rea- 
son (good  or  bad)  for  restraining  the  power  as  it 
respected  slaves.     I  need  not  notice  the  observation 
of  the  member  from  Delaware,  that  this,  being  a 
federal  power,  must  be  understood  as  anplying^in 
its  exercise  to  the  Union,  and  not  to  the  States. 
Every  power,  to  be  exercised   by  Congress,  is  a 
federal  |)ower,  but  it  does  not  follow  that  it  is  not 
to  operate  upon  the  States.     This,  iu  particular, 
by  its  very  terms,  is  to  apply  to  the  States  individ- 
uals.    But  I  hasten  to  another  objection,  which 
has  been  verv  seriously  urged,  and,  if  well  founded, 
renders  all  this  examination  superduous.     We  are 
informed,  that  the  clause  in  question  is  not  a  grant 
of  power;  it  is  only  a  restriction  or  restraint  upon 
power.     To  speak  with  perfect  precision,  it  is  an 
exception  or  restraint  for  a  limited  time,  of  the 
exercise  of  a  nower.     Such  an  exception,  it  is  most 
clear,  is  conclusive  evidence  of  a  grant ;  for  if  there 
were  no  power  granted,  there  could  be  no  excep- 
tion from,  or  restraint  upon,  its  exercise.     It  is  of 
itself  equivalent  to  a  grant  of  the  power,  after  the 
expiration  of  the  time.     A  rule  of  this  House  di- 
rects, that  strangers  shall  not  be  admitted  during 
the  time  it  is  in  session.     Would  any  one  doubt 
that  this  gives  permission  to  strangers  to  enter  at 
other  times  ? 

If  this  interpretation,  however,  (contrary  as  it  is 
to  the  plain  design  of  the  Constitution,)  were  cor- 
rect, still  there  would  be  no  difficulty.  It  follows 
immediately  after  the  enumeration  of  the  powers 
granted  to  Congress,  and  among  them  we  shall 
certainly  find  that  which  was  intended  for  a  time 
to  be  restrained,  unless  we  suppose  the  fraraers 
of  the  Constitution  to  have  misunderstood,  most 
grossly,  their  own  work.  If  there  be  some  ambi- 
guity in  the  language,  it  arises  from  the  remark- 
able rreerve  of  the  convention  upon  a  subject  which 
they  did  not  choose  to  call  by  its  proper  name,  and 
that  ambiguity  ought  to  be  favorably  expounded. 
Congress,  then,  have  a  power  "  to  provide  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare,'  and  for  that 
purpose  they  have  a  speciric  power  to  "regulate 
commerce  with  foreign  nations,  among  the  States, 
and  with  the  Indian  tribes."  Slaves  are  every 
where  articles  of  trade,  the  subject  of  traffic  and 


commerce,  bought  and  sold,  from  place  to  place, 
and  from  hand  to  hand,  by  public  sale  or  by 
private  sale,  as  suits  the  convenience  or  interest 
of  the  owner,  and  in  all  respects  treated  as  prop- 
erty. The  general  power  to  regulate  commerce, 
includes  in  it,  of  course,  a  power  to  regulate  this 


kind  of  commerce.     With  respect  to  slaves  im- 
ported from  abroad,  this  has  not  been  dusputed, 
and  cannot  be  disputed  ;  while  it  continued,  it  was 
a  branch  of  the  trade  with  foreign  nations.     The 
power  to  regulate  commerce  "  among  the  States" 
IS  given  in  the  same  clause,  and  in  exactly  the 
same  terms,  as  the  power  to  *'  regulate  commerce 
with  foreign  nations.'     If  the  latter  authorized 
Congress  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  from 
abroad,  (which  has  never  been  even  questioned,) 
how  can  it  be  doubti-d  that  the  former  gives  them 
authority,  when  in  their  opinion  the  "general  wel- 
fare" or  the  "common  defence'  re<juire  it,  to  pro- 
hibit the  transportation  from  State  to  State?     Jf 
one  comprehends  slaves,  so  does  the  other;  and,  if 
this  conclusion  had  never  been  earned  into  practi- 
cal effect,  it  would  only  prove  that  no  case  had 
occurred  in  which  Congress  thought  it  expedient 
to  exert  the  power.     But  this  construction  is  ob- 
viously necessary  to  the  plain  design  of  the  Con- 
stitution, not  only  to  the  large  and  liberal  views 
with  respect  to  the  whole  subject  of  slavery,  of 
which  I  will  sjHak   hereafter,  but  the  particular 
design  manifested  in  the  very  clau>e  now  in  ques- 
tion.    It  is  conceded  that  Congress  might  at  all 
times   prohibit    the    importation  of  slaves  from 
abroad  into  the  territories  of  the  United  States,  as 
well  as  into  States  formed  after  the  Constitution, 
the  restriction,  until  the  ywir  1808,  being  confined 
to  the  States  then  existmg. 

Of  what  avail  was  this   pwver,  (however  de- 
rived,) unless  they  could  also  prevent  importation 
through  other  Sutes,  or  rather  the  passage  of  newly 
imported  slaves   from  the  old   States,  into  new 
States  or  Territories  ?     Sir,  this  construction,  in 
itself  so  reasonable,  has  actually  been  adopted  in 
practice.     By  the  net  of  18()4,  lor  dividing  Louis- 
iana into  two  territories,  and  making  provision  for 
thegovernmentof  thesouthern  portion,  it  is  enacted, 
that  no  slaves  shall  be  imported  from  abroad,  and 
none  shall  be  brought  from  any  port  or  place  within 
the  limits  of  the  United  States  that  have  been  im- 
ported since  the  first  day  of  May,  1798  ;  or  shall 
hereafter  be  imported,     it  is  no  answer  to  this  to 
say,  that  the  slaves  of  a  man  migrating  from  one 
State  to  another,  are  not  carried  thither  for  the 
purpose  of  commerce  or  trade,  but  are  a  part  of 
what  has  been  called  "  his  family."     The  power 
to  regulate  commerce,  extends  to  every  thing  which 
IS  the  subject  of  traffic,  and  is  limited  only  by  the 
nature  of  the  article,  not  by  the  intention  or  views 
of  the  owner ;  or  else,  every  law  for  the  regulation 
of  trade  would  become  ineffectual — slaves  may  be 
carried  for  the  purpose  of  selling,  and  even  when 
this  is  not  the  original  intention,  they  may  never- 
theless he  sold,  and  a  man  after  disposinj^  of  all  his 
•  family,"  may  return  and  buy  another  lamily  and 
afterwards  sell  it.     They  are  articles  oi  traffic,  and 
that  is  enough  ;  neither  is  it  any  answer  to  say, 
that  the  power  in  question    is  a  power  to  be  ex- 
ercised by  legislation,  and  not  in  the  form  of  a 
condition  to  be  prescribed  to  a  particular  State. 
If  it  exist  at  all,  of  which  I  hope  there  is  now  no 
doubt,  we  arrive,  after  this,  I  fiar,  very  tedious  in- 
vestigation, at  a  result  decisive  of  the  present  con- 
troversy.    For,  if  the  exposition  given  be  correct, 
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it  will  follow,  that  no  Sute  of  the  Union,  having  [  privileges  than  the  citizens  of  any  territory  within 
once  abolished  slavery,  can  re-establish  it  without  |  the  original  limits  of  the  United  States.  One  gen- 
the  consent  of  Congress  ;  and  that  it  is  no  dispar-  tleman  says,  indeed,  that  Missouri  derives  her  right 
agemeut  of  the  ri^hu  of  a^ew  State,  to  lay  it  under  '  from  Heaven.     If  so,  there  is  an  end  to  all  question 


the  same  prohibition.     There  is,  then,  a  precise 
and  perfect  equality. 

But,  notwithstanding  any  supposed  ambiguity  in 
the  Constitution,  arising  from  the  cause  I  have  ad- 
verted  to,  there  are  great  leading  points  in  that  i 
instrument,  which  were  intended  to  stand  out  upon 
occasions  like  the  present,  as  guides  and  marks  to  j 
direct  our  ste|)s,  and  it  is  a  relief  to  ourselves,  as  I 
well  as  a  debt  of  justice  to  those  who  framed  the  ! 
Constitution,   to  keep  them  constantly   in   view 


about  the  Constitution  or  the  treaty,  though  it 
might  be  extremely  difficult  for  some  of  us  to  un- 
derstand how,  from  such  a  source,  could  be  de- 
rived a  lawful  power  to  establish  slavery. 

If  we  are  bound  by  treaty  stipulations,  it  will  be 

admitted  that  they  must  be  fulfilled.     The  public 

faith  is  to  be  preserved  inviolate,  at  every  hazard 

of  consequences.     But,  before  we  admit  a  constroc- 

tion  so  dangerous  as  that  contended  for,  let  us  ei- 

tantlv   in   view.  !  amine  carefully  the  extent  of  our  obligations. 

We  can  see  there,  plainly  asserted,  the  political  I      There  are  none,  I  suppose  it  will  be  conceded, 

and  personal  equality  of  men ;  a  deep  and  huniilia- ,  who  can  call  the  treaty  to  their  aid,  but  those  who 

"  yvere  inhabitanU  of  the  ceded  territory,  and  sub- 

jects of  the  ceding  Power,  at  the  time  of  the  ces- 
sion. In  terms,  the  article  in  question  apjJiesonly 
to  them.  Suppose  it  had  all  been  vacant  territory 
at  the  time  of  the  cession,  and  since  peopled  by 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  would  it  have  been 


ting  sense  of  the  evil  of  slavery ;  a  hope  that  it 
might  at  some  time  be  abolished,  and  a  determi- 
nation as  soon  as  possible  to  abolish  it.  From  the 
date  of  the  Constitution  to  the  present  moment, 
these  have  been  the  governing  i)rinciples  of  this 
nation's  conduct,  and  the  present  is  the  ^rat  effort 

to  arrest  a  career  urged  equally  by  |)olicy  and  hu-  seriously  asserted  that  they  acquired  any  new  or 
manily.  If  Missouri  be  permitted  to  establish  ;  higher  privileges  or  rights,  by  migrating  to  Louis- 
slavery,  we  shall  bring  upon  ourselves  the  charges  iana?  As  to  the  original  inhabitants  themselves, 
of  h>pocrisy  and  insincerity,  and  upon  the  Con-  it  is  a  question,  not  of  legislative,  but  of  judicial 
stitution  a  deep  stain,  which  must  impair  its  lustre,  |  cognizance ;  for  a  treaty  is  the  supreme  law  of  the 
and  weaken  its  title  to  the  public  esteem.  It  is  to  land.  The  condition,  however,  such  as  it  is,  is 
no  purpose,  to  say,  that  the  question  of  slavery  is  a  j  not  annexed  to  the  TerrUory;  it  is  a  stipulation  in 
question  of  State  concern.  It  affects  the  Union,  in  favor  of  the  free  inhabitants,  and,  as  to  them,  it 
its  interests,  its  resources  and  character,  perma-    has  no  application,  after  they  have  become  incor 


neatly  ;  perhaps  forever.  One  single  State,  to 
gratify  the  desire  of  a  moment,  may  do  what  all 
the  Union  cannot  undo;  may  produce  an  ever- 
lasting evil,  shame  and  reproach.  And  why  ? 
Because  it  is  a  State  right.  Sir,  you  may  turn 
this    matter   as   you    will ;    ^Iis^ouri,    when    she 


pora ted  into  the  Union,  and  are  made  citizens  of 
the  United  States ;  they  then  become  subject  to 
the  legislation  of  Congress.  The  distinction  be- 
tween the  Territory  and  the  inhabitants  is  so  ob- 
vious as  to  be  perceived  at  a  single  glance.  The 
.  one  is  simply   ceded,  transferred  in  sovereignty, 

becomes  a  State,  grows  out  of  the  Constitution, ;  which  places  it  exactly  upon  the  same  footing  as 
she  IS  formed  under  the  care  of  Congress,  and  ad- ,  any  other  Territory  of  the  United  States,  without 
mitted  bv  Congress  ;  and  if  she  has  a  right  to  es-  any  condition.  The  other,  that  is,  the  free  inhab- 
tabhsh  .slavery,  it  is  a  right  derived  directly  from  '  itants,  are  also  transferred,  but  with  a  stipulation, 
the  Constitution,  and  conferred  upon  her  through  entirely  personal,  that  thei/  shall,  as  soon  as  possi- 
the  instrumentality  of  Congress.  We  cannot  es-  ^  ble,  "be  incorporated  in  the  Union,  and  admitted 
cape  from  our  share  of  the  blame,  and  (which  is  j  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and 
infinitely  worse)  we  cannot  rescue  the  Constitution  immunities,  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,"  and 
from  the  opprobrium  which  belongs  to  such  a  deed.  I '*  in  the  mtarUime  they  shall  be  maintained  and 
That  refined  construction,  which  makes  the  Con-  ,  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty, 
stitution  a  silent  and  acquiescing  accessary,  looking  ;  property,  and  the  religion  which  they  profess." 
with  undisturbed  complacency  upon  what  it  pro-  How  it  was  intended  to  make  them  citizens,  I 
fesses  to  hold  in  detestation,  may  answer  the  pur-  |  do  not  pretend  to  know.  Certainly  a  treaty  can- 
pose  of  argument  here,  but  it  can  avail  no  where  j  not  confer  the  privileges  of  citizenship;  that  can 
else.  The  judgment  of  mankind  is  not  formed  i  only  be  done  by  the  operation  of  an  uniform  nat- 
upon  artificial  distinctions  like  this.  As  surely  as  j  uralizalion  law  ;  and  while  it  is  acknowledged  that 
the  tree  is  judged  by  its  fruit,  will  the  Constitution  the  treaty-making  power  may  rightfully  bind  us 
be  judged  by  what  it  produces.  I  earnestly  be-  to  do  every  thing  which  is  within  the  Constitu- 
seech  gentlemen,  then,  to  save  the  Constitution    tional  competency  of  any  department  of  the  Gov- 


from  a  stain,  which  has  never  yet  been  fixed  upon 
it,  and  with  this  entreaty,  under  the  deepest  and 
most  sincere  feeling,  I  leave  it  iu  their  hands. 

2.  Upon  the  subject  of  the  treaty  of  cession,  I 
will  detain  the  Committee  but  a  short  time.  It 
has  always  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  proof  of  the 
weakness  of  the  argument  against  the  amendment, 
that  it  was  obliged  to  resort  for  support,  to  this 
topic,  because  it  supposes  that  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Territory  of  Missouri  have  higher  rights  and 


ernment,  it  can  never  be  allowed  to  go  further,  for 
then  it  would  transcend  the  Constitution  itself. 
By  what  means  these  free  inhabitants  were  to  be 
made  citizens,  or  at  what  time,  are  questions  I 
need  not  now  attempt  to  answer.  There  is  some 
difficulty  in  them,  undoubtedly.  This  difficulty 
it  was,  or  rather  the  impossibility  of  bringing  the 
inhabitants  into  the  Union,  by  any  process  un- 
known to  the  ordinary  legi.»lation,  that  occasioned, 
in  the  first  place,  the  qualification  of  the  engage- 
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ment  •*  as  soon  as  possible,"  which  may  be  fairly 
interpreted  to  mean  ''  as  soon  as  our  Constitution 
would  permit ;"  and,  in  the  next  place,  the  stipu- 
lation that,  until  they  should  become  citizens,  they 
should  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  enjoy- 1 
ment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  religion.  P'rom  ' 
the  moment  they  are  incorporated,  (this  is  the  pre-  I 
cise  import  of  the  treaty,)  they  are  to  be  upon  the 
same  footing  with  all  other  citizens  of  the  United  I 
States.     Till  then,  they  arealiens,  but  are  not  to  I 
•  be  prejudiced  by  their  alienage.  j 

Did  we  mean  to  permit  any  foreign  Power  to  ! 
intermeddle   with   our   internal  concerns  ?      The 
sanction  of  treaties  is  in  the  ability  of  those  who  [ 
''make  them,  to  enforce  the  observance  of  the  stip-  ; 
uiations  they  contain.     Were  our  negotiators  so  ' 
onwise,  were  the  President  and  Senate  so  forget-  ; 
ful  of  their  duty,  as  to  make  and  ratify  a  treaty  by  I 
which  our  own  citizens  were  enabled  to  apjx>al ' 
from  this  Government  to  a  foreign  Power,  and  call 
in  its  interference,  by  war,  if  neces.sary,  to  settle ' 
their  righus  ?     Such  a  supposition  is  entirely  inad-  j 
missible.     This  article  was  prol>ably  proposed  by 
our  own  negotiators  ;  if  it  was  not,  it  was  a  most  i 
unequivocal  tribute,  from  the  other  high  contract-  ! 
ing  party,  of  respect  for  our  Constitution  and  laws ; ! 
for  It  admits  that  no  further  security  was  necessary  i 
for  the  protection  of  their  ceded  subjects.     But  did  j 
It  mean  to  give  to  the  free  inhabitants  of  Louisiana 
any  peculiar  rights  of  property,  higher  or  greater  i 
than   those  enjoyed  by  other  citizens,  after  they  i 
should  become  citizens  of  the  United  States  ?     It  i 
was  beyond  the  treaty-making  power  to  grant  or  j 
to  contract  to  that  extent.     Will  it  be  admitted  j 
that  it  was  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  citizen  I 
that  to  the  Constitution  should  be  superadded  the  j 
obligations  of  a  treaty,  and  that  to  the  principles  ' 
of  our  Government  must   be  joined  the  ri"^ht  of 
calling  in  a  foreign   Power  1     Why,  sir,  Thave 
heard  it  said  in  this  debate  that  the  treaty  not  only 
gives  rights  to  those  who  inhabited  the  Territory, 
but  also  to  our  own  citizens  who  have  migrated  ! 
thither  since  the  cession.     The  doctrine  thus  as- 
serted appears  even  more  objectionable  than  that 
I  have  alluded  to ;  but  it  is  only  worse  in  appear- 
ance, for  in  both  cases  it  supposes  an  appeal  to  a  ! 
foreign  Power,  from  our  own  citizens,  against  the 
Government. 

What  are  the  "rights,  advantages,  and  privi- 
legesj^*  of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  which 
are  guarantied  to  the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana  ? 
They  are  the  same  throughout  the  United  States. 
They  are,  therefore,  independent  of  local  rights, 
or  those  which  depend  upon  residence  in  a  partic- 
ular place.  An  inhabitant  of  a  State  has  certain 
privileges  arising  from  his  inhabitancy  of  the 
State.  An  inhabitant  of  a  Territory,  too,  hascer- 
Uin  privileges,  which  arise  from  his  living  in  a 
Territory.  A  citizen  of  the  United  States  who 
resides  neither  in  a  State  or  Territory,  but  is  out 
of  the  limits  of  the  Union,  enjoys  neither  the  priv- 
ileges of  a  State  or  Territory  ;  but  he  possesses  the 
rights,  privileges,  and  immunities,  of  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  which  are  common  to  ail  the 
three  descriptions  of  persons.  When  an  inhabit- 
ant of  Louisiana  is  made  a  citizen  of  the  United 


States  he  becomes  entitled  to  the  "  rights,  advan- 
tages, and  immunities,"  of  a  citizen.  He  carries 
them  with  him  wherever  he  goes;  if  he  is  in  a 
State,  he  may  add  to  them  State  privileges  ;  if  he 
is  in  a  Territory,  he  may  enjoy  the  rights  of  an 
inhabitant  of  a  Territory  ;  in  either,  or  beyond  the 
limits  of  both,  he  is  still  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  upon  an  equal  footing  with  any  other 
citizen. 

It  has  been  argued,  indt'ed,  that  they  are  to  be 
incorporated  into  the  Union,  and  that  this  cannot 
be  done  without   forming  them   into  u  Sute  or 
States.     Should  we  admit  this  argument  to  its 
full  extent  it  would  leave  us  exactly  where  it  found 
us,  for,  as  thev  are  to  be  incorporated  ( by  the  ex- 
press terms  of  the  treaty)  ''according  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Federal  Constitution,"  we  should  still 
be  obliged  to  return  to  the  Constitution  to  inquire 
upon  what  terms  States  are  to  be  admitted.     And 
certainly  the  plain  answer  would  be,  that  they  are 
to  be  admitted  upon  the  same  tenns  as  other  Ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States.     But  the  fallacy  of 
the   argument    lies   in    applying   to  the  territory 
(which  is  ceded  in  full  sovereignty)  what  was  in- 
tended only  for  the  inhabitants,     Nothing  more 
is  necessary  to  enable  us  to  detect  the  fallacy  than 
to  trace  it  to  some  of  its  consequences.     What 
right,  upon  the  construction  contended  for,  had  we 
to  postpone  the  admission  for  a  single  day?  Why, 
gentlemen  will  say,  the  Territory  had  not  the  re- 
quisite number  of  inhabitants,     fiut  no  number  of 
inhabitants  is  nei-essary,  except  by  the  practice 
under  the  Constitution,  and   that  same  practice 
gives  us  certain  other  powers,  which  need  not  now 
be  mentioned,  including  the  very  one  in  question. 
Again,  sir,  according  to  this  hypothesis,  what  au- 
thority  had  we  to  divide  this   great    Territory  ; 
why  not  admit  it  all  as  one  State  ?     They  will 
say  It  was  too  large  for  a  single  State.     True  ;  but 
the  Constitution  has  not  ascertained  the  size  of  a 
State,  nor  has  it  even  been  settled  in  practice,  for 
we  hare  States  of  all  sizes,  from  70.5(X)  square 
miles,  (Virgmia.)  to  1,548  square  miles,  (Rhode 
Island.)     The  truth  is,  and  it  is  vain  to  attempt 
to  disguise  it,  that  the  common  understanding  of 
all  parties  has  long  ago  fixed  the  interpretation  of 
the  treaty  upon  a  footing  not  now  to  be  disturbed. 
This  Territory,  like  every  other  Territory  of  the 
United  States,  is  subject  to  the  power  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, to  be  opened  for  sale ;  to  be  .settled,  di- 
vided and  subdivided,  and  regulated,  according  to 
Its  policy;  and  finally  lo  l)e  formed  into  States  and 
admitted  when  it  may  be  deemed  expedient. 

While  I  am  upon  this  subject  ot  the  treaty  I 
wish  to  examine  it  with  a  different  view,  and'at 
the  same  time  to  show  the  enormous  extent  of  the 
doctrine  contended  for,  which  will,  I  think,  afford 
a  strong  argument  in  favor  of  the  right  of  Con- 
gress to  impose  the  restriction.  Whence  did  the 
treaty-making  power  derive  its  authority  to  pur- 
chase lands,  and  freemen, and  slaves?  From  any 
express  words  of  the  Constitution  ?  No.  It  must 
then  be  implied  ;  and  implied  from  what  ?  Either 
from  the  possession  of  sovereign  authority,  to  which 
it  is  an  incident,  or,  from  the  broad  terms  of  the 
grant,  which  is  to  make  treaties,  upon  the  ground 
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that  treaties  may  stipulate  for  a  purchase  of  terri- 
tory. It  is  then  a  sort  of  implied  power.  And 
what  is  next  implied  ?  That  the  territory  thus  ac- 
quired is  to  be  upon  a  different  footing  from  any 
other  territory  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
Congress  must  form  States  of  it,  and  must  ad- 
mit them.  There,  sir,  the  implication  all  at  once 
stops  short  No  conditions  are  to  be  imposed  ;  no 
terms  offered ;  no  stipulations  entered  into,  how- 
ever salutary  or  even  indispensably  necessary  for 
the  welfare  of  the  Union.  No — you  are  not  even 
to  require  them  to  have  their  legislative  and  judi- 
cial proceedings  in  intelligible  language.  The 
whole  policy  ofthe  nation  is  to  yield  to  the  views 
and  interests  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Territory, 
who  are,  notwithstanding,  to  become  an  integ^l 
part  of  the  Union,  and  have  a  full  voice  in  your 
deliberations.  What  is  your  treaty-making  power 
then  ?  Paramount  to  all  the  authorities  of  tne  na- 
tion ;  paramount  to  the  Constitution  itself;  para- 
mount even  to  the  people. 

Try  this  principle  by  any  practical  test,  and  see 
where  it  will  lead  us.  The  United  States  have 
no  power  (it  is  contendi'd)  to  prevent  or  limit 
slavery,  and  they  have  no  power  to  stop  migra- 
tion. You  have  purchased  a  territory  nearly  equal 
in  extent  to  all  the  original  States.  A  single  plan- 
tation may  inoculate  the  whole  with  this  odious 
disea.se.  The  50,(X(U  slaves  in  Louisiana  may 
blacken  the  country  from  the  Mississippi  to  the 
Pacific.  What  becomes  of  the  free  States  then  ? 
For  every  five  slaves  there  are  three  votes,  and  the 
time  may  come  when  the  voice  of  the  slaves,  in 
the  councils  of  the  nation,  will  be  louder  than  that 
of  the  freemen.  Heaven  forbid!  for  if  it  should, 
what  w^ould  be  the  condition  of  those  who  live  in 
the  free  States  ?  There  is  something  humiliating 
in  labor — in  the  labor  of  getting  a  living — and  it 
is  scarcely  to  be  expected  that  the  master  of  an 
hundred  slaves  should  have  any  feelings  in  com- 
mon with  him  who  earns  his  bread  by  his  daily 
work.  What  becomes  of  the  compact  of  the  Con- 
stitution itself,  settled,  as  it  was,  upon  the  basis  of 
the  exi.sting  States,  and  of  the  States  to  be  formed 
out  of  the  Northwest  Territory,  whose  condition, 
as  respects  slavery,  was  irrevocably  fixed  ?  The 
sense  of  that  compact  is  entirely  chaneed.  Its 
form  may  remain,  out  the  substance,  the  life  of  it, 
is  gone  for  ever.  The  same  principle,  too,  (for  it 
IS  indefinite  in  its  capacity,)  may  be  applied  to 
future  acquisitions.  War  or  negotiation,  conquest 
or  treaty,  might  bring  the  island  of  Cuba  within 
the  limits  of  the  Union.  But  I  am  satisfied,  and 
I  hope  the  Committee  are  satisfied,  that  the  treaty 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  question.  I  discard  it 
altogether. 

1  will  now,  with  the  leave  of  the  Committee, 
jwoceed  to  the  remaining  branch  of  this  very  in- 
teresting subject,  or  what  is  called  the  question  of 
expediency. 

It  is  decreed  that  .slavery  shall  be  a  very  great 
evil,  and,  as  has  been  already  remarked,  one  of  its 
incidents  is,  that  where  it  exist**,  it  can  never  be 
ftiirly  or  freely  discussed.  It  must  be  taken  up  at 
a  certain  point,  which  admits  every  thing  that 
goes  before,  and  among  the  rest  (in  the  qualified 


sense)  the  lawfulness  of  its  origin  and  existence. 
I  will  not  disturb  this  arrangement,  but  I  must  be 
permitted  to  say  that  slavery  is  a  great  moral  and 
political  evil.  If  it  be  not,  let  it  take  its  course; 
if  it  be  good,  let  be  encouraged  ;  if  it  be  an  evil,  I 
am  opposed  to  its  further  extension.  This  is  a 
plain,  simple,  clear,  intelligible  ground.  Most  of 
those  who  have  opposed  the  amendment  have 
agreed  with  us  in  characterizing  slavery  as  an 
evil  and  a  curse,  in  language  stronger  than  we 
should  perhaps  be  at  liberty  to  use.  One  of  them 
only,  the  member  from  Kentucky,  who  last  ad- 
dressed the  Committee,  (Mr.  Clay,)  rather  re- 
E roves  his  friends  for  this  unqualified  admission, 
le  says  it  is  a  very  great  evil  indeed  to  the  slave ; 
but  it  is  not  an  evil  to  the  master;  and  he  cba)> 
lenges  us  to  deny  that  our  fellow-citizens  of  the 
South  are  as  hospitable,  as  generous,  as  patriotic, 
as  public  spirited,  as  their  brethren  of  the  North 
or  East  Sir,  they  are  all  this,  and  even  more. 
For  some  of  tlie  virtues  enumerated  they  are  emi- 
nently and  peculiarly  distinguished  ;  and  I  believe 
they  are  deficient  in  none  of  them.  It  has  long  ago 
been  remarked  that  the  masters  of  slaves  have  the 
keenest  relish  for  their  own  liberty,  and  the  proud- 
est sense  of  their  own  independence.  It  is  natural 
that  it  should  be  so;  the  ieeling  is  quickened  by 
the  degrading  contrast  continually  before  them. 
But  it  seems  to  me  that  the  concession  with  respect 
to  slavery,  modified  as  it  is  in  appearance,  is  quite 
as  broad  as  the  unlimited  admission  of  every  one 
else  who  has  spoken.  It  is  an  evil  to  the  slave ;  it 
is  an  evil  founded  in  wrong,  and  its  injustice  is 
not  the  less  because  it  is  advantageous  to  some  one 
el.se.  Every  injury,  from  the  least  to  the  greatest, 
might  find  the  same  sort  of  mitigation.  It  is  a 
very  great  evil  to  him  who  suffers,  but  it  is  no  evil 
to  hira  who  inflicts  it.  The  same  gentleman, 
however,  has  himself  made  the  most  unqualified 
concession  ;  for  he  said  he  would  recommend  to 
the  people  of  Missouri  to  abolish  slavery,  and  that, 
in  his  own  State,  he  would  favor  a  general  eman- 
cipation, as  socm  as  it  should  be  practicable,  which 
he  would  not  do  if  it  were  not  an  evil. 

I  beg  leave  further  to  say,  that  I  do  not  consider 
this  as  a  question  of  humanity,  or  a  question  of 
policy,  or  interest,  or  profit  or  ease  ;  it  is,  disguise 
It  or  argue  it  as  you  will,  a  question  of  the  exten- 
sion of  slavery.  It  is  a  question,  too,  not  for  the 
present  only,  but  for  future  ages;  and  the  glorious 
example  oi  our  ancestors  admonishes  us  to  make 
the  sacrifice,  if  sacrifice  it  be,  as  we  would  have 
the  blessings  or  the  curses  of  posterity.  Why 
should  we  spread  an  acknowledged  evil  i  Is  there 
any  other  moral  or  physical  evil  that  we  should 
think  it  wise  or  expedient  to  treat  in  this  way? 
Would  you  cultivate  the  growth  and  enlarge  the 
noxious  influence  of  a  poisonous  weed  ?  Would 
any  father  so  treat  his  offspring,  even  in  this  very 
instance  ?  If  he  were  surrounded  with  slaves 
whom  he  believed  to  be  an  injury  and  a  curse  to 
him,  would  he  require  his  son  at  setting  out  in  life 
to  relieve  him,  by  taking  upon  himself  a  part  of 
the  odious  burden  ? 

Besides,  it  is  an  evil  founded  in  wrong,  and  ori- 
ginatine  in  our  choice.    The  extension  o\  it,  there- 
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fore,  is  not  to  be  justified  but  by  the  most  urgent 
and  instant  necessity,  so  evident  that  every  raan 
will  at  once  agree  to  submit  to  its  imperious  dic- 
tates. I  reject  all  speculative,  or  probable,  or  mod- 
ified, or  remote  necessity  ;  that  which  resolves  itself 
at  last,  when  fairly  analyzed,  into  a  matter  of 
profit,  of  convenience,  or  comparative  political 
power.  If  there  be  doubt  it  is  decisive,  even  though 
there  were  considerable  weight  of  probability  In 
favor  of  the  argument,  I  would  decide  against  it. 
Has  any  one  seriously  considered  the  scope  of  this 
doctrine  ?  It  leads  directly  to  the  establi>hment  of 
slavery  throughout  the  world. 

The  same  reasoning  that  will  justify  the  exten- 
sion of  slavery  into  one  region  of  the  country,  will 
justify  its  extension  to  another.  It  leads,  too,  di- 
rectly to  the  re-establishment  of  the  foreign  slave 
trade,  for  it  has  a  tendency  to  break  down  that 

freat  moral  feeling  which  has  been  gradually  ina- 
ing  Its  way  in  the  world,  and  to  which  alone, 
supported  and  encouraged  as  it  has  been  by  the 
untiring  exertions  of  humane  and  benevolent  men 
we  are  indebted  for  the  abolition  of  that  detestable 
traflSc,  so  long  the  disgrace  of  Christendom.     To 
look  upon  slavery  with  indifference,  to  witness  its  ' 
extension  without  emotion,  to  permit  one's  self  to  > 
calculate  its  advantages— Sir,  the  next  step,  and  a  ' 
very  short  one  it  is,  may  be  readily  imagined.  \ 
There  are  parts  of  this  country  now,  at  this  very 
moment,  where  the  laws  against  the  importation  i 
of  slaves,  with  all  their  heavy  denunciations,  are  ' 
continually  violated.     It  is  notorious  that,  in  spite 
of  the  utmost  vigilance  that  can  be  employed,  Afri-  > 
can  negroes  are  clandestinely  brought  in  and  sold  ' 
as  slaves.     This  could   not  happen  if  there  were 
a  universal  sentiment  against  the  trade  ;  the  exist- 
ence of  the  illicit  traffic  to  any  extent,  however  ' 
small,  affords  the  fullest  proof  that  in  those  parts  ' 
of  the  Union,  where  it  continues  to  be  carried  on, 
it  meets  encouragement  from  the  feelings  and  the 
interests  of  some  part  of  the  community.     Far  be  '■ 
it  from  me  to  impute  these  feelings  to  any  State, 
or  to  any  considerable  part  of  a  State.     But  the 
sordid  appetite  exists,  or  such   inhuman  means 
would  not  be  employed  to  gratify  it. 

We  are  told,  however,  that  it  is  no  extension,  it 
is  only  diffusion,  that  is  to  be  the  effect. 

I  confess  I  do  not  well  understand  the  distinc- 
tion.    The  diffusion  of  slaves  is  an  extension  of 
the  system  of  slavery,  with  all  its  odious  features, 
and  if  It  were  true,  as  it  certainly  is  not,  that  their 
numbers  would  not  be  increased  by  it,  still,  it  would 
be  at    least  impolitic.     But,  for  what  purpose  is 
this  diffusion  to  be  encouraged  ?    To  disperse  and 
weaken  and  dilute  the  morbid  and  dangerous  mat- 
ter, says  one.     To  better  the  condition  of  the  slaves 
by  spreading  them  over  a  large  surface,  says  ano- 
ther.    A  third  tells  us,  that  we  cannot  justly  refuse 
to  permit  a  man  to  remove  with  his  family.     A 
fourth  comes  directly  to  the  question  of  interest, 
and  his  reason  is,  that  land  in  the  State  of  Missouri  i 
has  been  bought  by  individuals  upon  the  faith  of 
Its  being  a  slave  State,  and  if  we  prohibit  slavery 
there,  these  lands  will  fall  in  value.     And  in  the 
rear  of  all  these,  comes  an  appeal  to  the  public 
interest,  in  the  shape  of  a  suggestion,  that  slavery  [ 
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naust  be  permitted  in  order  to  maintain  the  price 
of  the  public  lands. 

I  would   ask   gentlemen  seriously  to  examine 
theu-  hearts,  and  see  if  they  are  not  deceiving  them- 
selves— I  am  sure  they  m«in  not  to  deceive  others. 
Do  they  remember  the  arguments  by  which  the 
slave  trade  was  so  long  and  so  obstinately  defended 
in  England  ?     The  triumph  of  humanity  there  is 
quite  recent,  and  the  contest  is  a  monument  of  the 
zeal  and  ingenuity  that  may  be  enlisted  in  a  cause 
which  we  all  agree  to  have  been  utterly  indefen- 
sible, and  which  no   man   having  a  respect  for 
himself  would  now  have  the  hardihood  to  attempt 
to  defend.     The  arguments  then  employed,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  have  too  much  resemblance  to  those 
which  are  urged  upon  this  question  of  exwdiency. 
,  The  debates  in  Parliament,  the  memorials  from 
I  Bristol  and  Liverpool,  the  representations  of  West 
,  India  merchants,  and  ship  owners,  and  owners  of 
West    India   plantations,   were  filled  with  state- 
ments of  the  importance  of  the  traffic  to  the  navi- 
I  gation  and  trade,  and  revenue,  and  colonies,  and  all 
the  other  great  interests  of  the  Kingdom.     Yes, 
sir,  and  they  undertook  to  strengthen  their  argu- 
ment by  gravely  asserting  that  the  African  slare 
was  really  rescued  from  much  greater  misery,  by 
putting  him  on   board  a  slave  ship  and  carrying 
him  in  irons,  if  he  happened  to  survive,  to  the 
place   destined   for   his   perpetual    imprisonment. 
Ihese  things  are  familiar  to  everybody,  and  they 
are  now  treated  as  they  deserve  to  be. 

But  it  is  only  diffusion  that  is  desired.     Is  this 
a  reasonable  desire?     But  little  more  than  thirty 
years   have   elapsed   since   the  Constitution   wal 
adopted.     Two  States  of  this  Union  (South  Car- 
olina and  Georgia)  then  insisted  upon  reserving, 
lor  twenty  years,  the  privilege  of  supplying  them- 
selves with  slaves  from  abroad,  and   refused   to 
come  into  the  Union   unless  Congress  were  pro- 
hibited, during  that  time,  from  preventing  importa- 
tion.    Congress  were  accordingly  prohibited,  and 
scarcely  ten  years  have  elapsed  since  the  prohibi- 
tjon  ceased.     Can  they  rea.sonably  ask  already  to 
I  be  permitted  to  diffuse  what  they  were  then  so 
anxious  to  possess?    Are  they  so  soon  overbur- 
j  dened  ?    It  cannot  be,  for  the  illicit  trade  is  still 
carried  on,  and  that  would  end  at  once,  if  there 
were  not  a  demand  and  a  market. 
,      I  niay  be  told,  and  told  with  truth,  that  the  other 
slaveholding  Slates  are  not  exposed  to  the  same 
remark.     Ol  Virginia,  especially,  it  gives  me  plea- 
;  ^"^.fo  speak  on  this  subject,  with  smcere  resect, 
vvhile  yet  a  colony,  she  remonstrated  against  the 
I  introduction  of  slaves.     One  of  the  earliest  acts  of 
her  government,  after  her  independence,  put  an 
en«  to  the  trade  ;  and  it  has  always  been  under- 
stood, to  her  honor,  that,  in  convention,  her  voice 
and  her  most  strenuous  exertions  were  employed 
in  tavor  of  the  immediate  abolition  of  the  traffic. 
Still,  sir,  with  respect  to  any  or  all  the  slavehold- 
mg  States,  I  may  be  allowed   to  ask,  is  diffusion 
now  necessary  ?     I  think  it  is  not.     Look  at  the 
present   price  of  slaves.     Does   that  indicate  an 
actual  increase  of  their  numbers  to  such  an  amount 
as  to  require  diffusion  ?     I  am  informed  by  a  gen- 
tleman, upon  whose  accuracy  I  place  great  reliance 
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that,  from  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  to  the 
present  time,  the  price  has  been  regularly  advanc- 
ing. 1  do  not  mean  to  say  that  it  is  as  high  now 
as  it  was  a  year  ago.  It  was  then,  like  every  thing 
else,  affected  by  speculation.  But  taking  average 
periods,  say  of  five  or  six  years,  there  has  been  a 
regular  and  constant  advance,  manifesting  a  de- 
mand at  least  equal  to  the  .supply. 

Take  another  and  a  larger  view.  Look  at  the 
extent  of  territory  occupied  entirely  by  freemen, 
and  that  which  is  occupied  by  freemen  and  slaves. 
You  will  find  that  at  the  time  of  the  last  census, 
in  1810,  444,070  square  miles  were  inhabited  by 
2,333,330  free  persons,  and  1,138,360  slaves,  giving 
a  total  of  3,471,096.  At  the  same  period,  3,050,101 
free  persons  had  for  their  portion  312,736  square 
miles.  Such  was  then  the  comparative  extent 
and  population  of  the  free  States,  and  of  the  slave- 
holding  States  and  Territories;  the  latter,  with 
fewer  inhabitants  by  almost  two  hundred  thousand, 
possessing  above  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand 
square  miles  of  land  more  than  the  former  ;  a  tract 
of  country  equal  in  size  to  the  two  largest  Slates 
in  the  Union.  The  population  in  the  free  States 
we  know  increases  with  greater  rapidity  than  in 
the  slaveholding  Sutes.  At  the  present  time,  it 
is  not  tp  be  doubted  that  the  disparity  is  greater 
than  it  was  in  1810,  and  more  unfavorable  to  the 
free  inhabitants.  In  making  the  distribution  of 
future  comforts,  we  ought  to  have  at  least  an 
equal  eye  to  the  latter,  and  they,  I  think,  from 
this  statement,  are  most  likely  soon  to  want  room 
to  diffuse. 

If  It  were  not  dwelling  too  long  upon  this  part 
of  the  subject,  I  would  a>k  gentlemen  to  look  also 
at  the  comparative  statement  of  the  population  to 
the  square  mile  in  the  free  States,  and  in  the  slave- 
holding  Slates.  They  will  find  it  in  Dr.  Sey- 
bert's  work,  (page  45.)  If  I  mistake  not,  the  aver- 
age of  the  former  was  27.50,  and  of  the  latter, 
15.30— applying  the  computation  to  the  States 
contained  m  the  table.  These  facts  sufficiently 
answer  the  question  whether  diffusion  of  the  slave 
population  is  now  necessary. 

1  am  fully  convinced,  however,  that  this  idea  of 
diffusion  (as  distinguished  from  exlen^iofi,  which  is 
at  present  so  great  a  favorite)  is  altogether  found- 
ed in  error.  If  the  amount  of  the  slave  population 
were  fixed,  and  it  could  not  be  increased,  it  would 
no  doubt  be  correct  to  say,  that  in  spreading  it 
over  a  larger  surface,  you  only  diffused  it.  But 
this  is  certainly  not  the  case.  We  need  not  recur 
for  proof  or  illustration  to  the  laws  that  govern 
population.  Our  own  experience  unhappily  shows 
that  this  evil  has  a  great  capacity  to  increase;  and 
its  present  magnitude  is  such  as  to  occasion  the 
most  serious  anxiety.  In  17yo,  there  were  in  the 
United  Sutes  694,280  slaves  ;  in  1800,  there  were 
889,881;  and  in  1810, 1,165,441.  This  is  a  gloomy 
picture.  The  arguments  of  gentlemen  on  the  op- 
posite side  admit  that  an  increase  will  take  place ; 
for  they  are  founded  upon  the  belief  ihat  the  time 
must  arrive  when  the  slaves  will  be  so  multiplied 
as  to  become  dangerous  to  their  possessors.  There 
are  indeed  no  limits  to  the  increase  of  population, 
black  or  while,  slave  or  free,  but  those  which  de- 


pend upon  the  means  of  subsistence.  By  enlarg* 
ing  the  space,  generally  speaking,  you  increase  the 
quantity  of  food,  and  of  course  you  increase  the 
numbers  of  the  people.  Our  own  illustrious  Frank- 
lin, with  his  usual  sagacity,  long  ago  discovered 
this  important  truth.  "  Was  the  face  of  the  earth 
'  ( he  says)  vacant  of  other  plants,  it  might  be  grad- 
'  ually  sowed  and  overspread  with  one  kind  only ; 
'  as  for  instance  with  fennel ;  and  were  it  empty 
'  of  other  inhabitants,  it  might  in  a  few  ages  be 
'  replenished  from  one  nation  only  ;  as  for  instance 
'  with  Englishmen."  If  this  does  not  exactly  hap- 
pen, it  is  only  because  in  their  march  they  are  met 
and  resisted  by  other  plants  and  by  other  people, 
struggling  like  themselves  for  the  means  of  sub- 
sistence. 

By  enlarging  the  limits  for  slavery,  you  are  thus 
preparing  the  means  for  its  indefinite  increase  and 
extension }  and  the  result  will  be  to  keep  the  pres- 
ent slaveholding  States  supplied  to  their  wishes 
with  this  description  of  population,  and  to  enable 
them  to  throw  off  the  surplus,  with  all  its  produc- 
tive power,  on  the  West,  as  long  as  the  country 
shall  be  able  and  willing  to  receive  them.  To 
what  extent  you  will  in  this  way  increase  the  slave 
population,  it  is  impossible  to  calculate;  but  that 
you  will  increase  it  there  can  be  no  doubt,  and  it 
IS  equally  certain  that  the  increase  will  be  at  the 
expense  of  the  free  population. 

The  same  gentleman,  to  whom  I  have  several 
times  referred  before,  (Mr.  Clay.)  insists  that  this 
will  not  be  the  case.  He  says,  that  the  ratio  of 
increase  of  slave  population  shows  that  its  activity 
is  now  at  the  maximum ;  and,  as  this  implies  the 
1  existence  of  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  you 
j  cannot  by  any  change,  accelerate  the  increase. 
He  therefore  infers,  that  if  from  twenty  slaves  in 
an  old  State  you  take  two,  and  transfer  them  to  a 
new  one,  it  is  an  actual  diminution  in  the  State 
from  which  they  are  taken  to  that  amount ;  and 
putting  the  two  States  together  you  simply  change 
the  place,  but  do  not  alter  the  quantity.  Suppos- 
ing the  fact  to  be  as  it  is  here  assumed  to  be, 
that  the  activity  of  increase  is  now  at  its  maxi- 
mum, it  forms  a  most  conclusive  argument  against 
the  necessity  of  diffusion.  It  proves  that  there  is 
ample  room  and  abundant  means  of  subsistence 
within  the  limits  that  now  circumscribe  the  slave 
population,  and  that  no  enlargement  of  these  lim- 
its IS  necessary.  But,  sir,  we  must  look  a  little 
into  the  future.  Legislation  on  this  subject  is  not 
merely  for  the  moment  we  occupy.  The  whole 
scope  of  the  argument  against  us  is  founded  upon 
the  belief  that  the  lime  must  come  when  the  slaves 
will  be  straitened  in  the  Territory,  large  as  it  is. 
which  now  confines  them.  When  that  time  shall 
arrive,  I  presume  it  will  not  be  denied  that  their 
numbers  will  be  increased  by  enlarging  the  space 
for  them ;  and  then,  certainly,  you  will  have  ex- 
tended slavery  in  every  sense. 

Will  it  be  such  a  dispersion  as  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Smyth)  has  talked  of?  If, 
like  prisoners  of  war,  (one  of  the  casi-s  he  has 
mentioned.)  ihey  were  to  be  detained  for  a  limited 
time,  and  then  set  at  liberty ;  or  if  they  were  to  be 
mixed  in  society,  and  gradually  lose  their  distinct- 
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ive  characteF^n  the  mixture,  dispersion  would  be 
highly  expedient  and  just.  But,  they  are  negroes 
and  slaveri — so  they  are  to  continue. 

Their  descendants  are  to  be  negroes  and  slaves 
to  the  latest  generation,  and  for  ever  chained  to 
their  present  condition.  Nature  has  placed  upon 
them  an  unalterable  physical  mark,  and  you  have 
associated  with  it  an  inseparable  moral  degrada- 
tion, either  of  which  opposes  a  barrier  not  to  be 
passed,  to  their  coalescing  with  tbe  society  thai 
surrounds  them.  They  are,  and  for  ever  must  re- 
main, distinct. 

And  now,  let  me  ask  gentlemen  where  this  dif- 
fusion is  to  end?  If  circumstances  require  it  at 
present,  will  not  the  same  circumstances  demand 
it  hereafter?  Will  they  not,  at  some  future  time, 
become  straitened  in  their  new  limits,  however 
large?  And  what  will  you  do  then?  Ditfuite 
again — and  what  then?  Even  this  diffusion  will 
hare  its  limits,  and  when  they  are  reached,  the 
case  is  without  remedy  and  without  hope.  For  a 
present  ease  to  ourselves,  we  doom  our  posterity  to 
an  interminable  curse.  But,  we  !«em  to  forget 
altogether,  that  while  the  slaves  are  spreading,  the 
free  population  is  also  increasing,  and,  sooner  or 
later,  must  feel  the  pressure  which  it  is  supposed 
may  at  some  time  be  felt  by  the  slaves.  Where 
you  place  a  slave,  he  occupies  the  ground  that 
would  maintain  a  freeman.  And  who,  in  this 
code  of  speculative  humanity,  making  provision 
for  times  afar  off,  is  to  have  the  preference — the 
freeman  or  the  slave? 

In  this  long  view  of  remote  and  distant  conse- 
quences,   the    gentleman    from    Kentucky    (Mr. 
Clav)  thinks  he  sees   how  slavery,  when  thus 
spread,  is  at  last  to  find  its  end.     It  is  to  be  brought 
about    by   the   combined   operation    of  the   laws 
which  regulate  the  price  of  labor  and  the  laws 
whicii    govern    population.     When    the   country 
shall  be  tilled  with  inhabitants,  and  the  price  of 
labor  shall  have  reached  a  minimum  (a  compara- 
tive minimum  I  suppose  is  meant)  free  labor  will 
be  found  cheaper  than  slave  labor.     Slaves  will 
then  be  without  employment,  and,  of  course,  with- 
out the  means  of  comfortable  subsistence,  which 
will  reduce  their  numbers,  and  hnally  extirpate 
them.     This  is  the  argument,  as  I  understand  it. 
When  the  period  referred  to  will  arrive,  no  one 
can  pretend  to  conjecture.     Much  less,  would  any 
one  attempt  to  say,  what  number  of  slaves  we 
shall  have  (with  the  previous  encouragement  pro- 
posed to  be  given  to  them)  when  this  severe  law 
shall  begin  to  operate.     But  every  prudent  and  I 
feeling  man  will,  I  think,  agree,  without  hesitation,  ' 
that  he  would  rather  see  the  experiment  tried  upon 
a  small  scale  than  a  large  one — that  it  would  be 
moTf?  easily  and  safely  conducted,  and  with  much 
less  suffering,  in  the  present  slaveholding  States, 
than  if  it  were  to  emorace  in  addition  the  whole 
of  the  great  territory  beyond  the  Mississippi.     But. 
let  me  ask  that  gentleman,  what  he  supposes  will 
happen  in  the  mean  time?     The  diminished  price 
of  labor,  and  the  reduced  means  of  subsistence, 
are,  according  to  this  theory,  first  to  operate  upon 
the  freemen,  and  then  upon  the  .slaves,  and  upon 
both  by  producing  a  considerable  degree  of  misery. 


Does  he  suppose  that  they  will  patiently  submit, 
and  wait  till  the  slow  destruction  arrives?  The 
two  great  classes,  kept  distinct  by  your  law». 
would,  in  such  a  struggle,  like  two  men  upon  a 
single  plank  in  the  ocean,  make  a  desperate  effort 
each  to  secure  to  itself  existence,  by  destroying  the 
life  of  the  other.  When  want  and  miM-ry  begin 
to  press  upon  them,  instinct  will  teach  them  bow 
to  seek  relief,  and  deadly  violence  will  be  its 
agent.  And  what  would  then  be  the  situation  of 
the  country?  I  shudder  even  to  think  of  it.  The 
present  slave-holding  States  have  a  security  in 
being  surrounded  by  States  that  are  free.  But  if 
the  whole  nation,  or  even  a  considerable  part  of 
it,  were  in  the  same  condition,  what  security 
should  we  then  have? 

Again,  sir.  we  are  told  that  the  amendment  m 
question  will  injure  the  rights  of  property,  by  de- 
priving  the  owners  of  slaves  of  their  unborn  de- 
scendants, and    by    li-ssening  the   value  of  their 
;  lands,  bought  upon  the  presumption  that  Missouri 
I  would  be  a  slave  State.     Sir,  we  have  no  right  to 
!  meddle  with  the  question  of  slavery  in  the  exist- 
'\  ing  States.     Their  own  laws  must  regulate  the 
subject,  and  they  may  modify  it  as  to  them  shall 
seem  best.     But,  as  a  general  position,  indepen- 
dently of  State  provisionn,  it  may  safely  be  averred, 
that  no  man  has  a  property  in  an  unborn  human 
being.^    We  need  not  go  far  for  the  proof  of  this. 
The  States  that  have  abolished  slavery  have  done 
so  by  declaring  that  the  children  to  be  born  should 
be  free,  which  would  have  been  beyond  their  power 
if  there  had  been  a  property  in  the  children  befbre 
their  birth.     This  principle,  however,  is  so  well 
established  that  it  need  not  be  further  insisted  upon. 
The  depreciation  in  the  value  of  land  is  a  conse- 
quence not  likely  to  happen.     The  reverse  will  be 
the  case.     Let  any  one  compare  the  prices  and  the 
improvement  of  land  in  the  free  States  and  the 
slaveholding  States,  and  he  will  be  satisfied  that, 
in  this,  as  in  every  other  respect,  Missouri  will  be 
a  great  gainer  by  the  restriction.     But,  if  it  were 
otherwise,  is  the  great  policy  of  the  nation,  in  a 
point  so  vital — are  the  essential  interests  of  justice 
and  humanity,  to  yield  to  the  pecuniary  interests 
of  a   few  individuals?     Can   you  always  avoid 
doing  a  partial  injury  by  your  pblic  measures? 
When  war  is  declared,  what  is  the  effect  upon  the 
merchant?     When  peace  is  made,  how  does  it 
fare  with  the  manufacturer?     You  cannot  even 
alter  the  rate  of  a  duty  without  affecting  some  in- 
terest of  the  conwnunity,  either  to  its  prejudice  or 
benefit,  and,  at  last,  you  must  come  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  great  (question  of  national  concern, 
to  which  minor  considerations  must  give  way. 

in  the  variety  of  chims  that  have  been  pressed 
upon  us,  there  is  but  a  single  one  which  deserves  a 
moment's  attention.  It  is  that  which  arises  out  of 
the  inquiry,  so  often  repeated,  Will  you  not  suffer 
a  man  to  migrate  with  his  family?  Those  who 
have  been  accustomed  to  the  labor  and  service  of 
slaves,  it  is  not  to  be  denied,  cannot  at  once  change 
their  habits,  without  feeling,  at  least,  a  great  deal 
of  inconvenience.  It  is  also  true,  that  the  asso- 
ciations which  have  been  fonned  in  families  can- 
not be  broken  up  without  violence  and  injury  to 
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both  the  parties ;  and  in  proportion  as  the  authority 
has  been  mild  in  its  exercise,  will  the  transfer  of  it 
to  other  hands  be  advantageous,  especially  to  the 
servant.     But,  it  is  impossible  to  make  a  discrimi- 
nation, or  to  permit  the  introduction  of  slaves  at 
all,  without  giving  up  the  whole  maUer.     If  you 
allow  slavery  to  exist,  you  must  allow  it  without 
limits.    The  consequence  is,  that  the  State  becomes 
a  slave  State.     Free  labor  and  slave  labor  cannot 
be  employed  together.     Those  who  go  there  must 
become  slaveholders,  and  your  whole  system  is 
overturned.     Besides,  if  the  limited  permis.sion  did 
not,  of  Itself,  produce  the  evil,  to>n  unlimited  ex- 
tent, (as  it  certainly  would,)  it  is  liable  to  abuses, 
beyond  all  possibility  of  control,  which  would  in- 
evitably have  that  efrect.     The  numbers  of  a  fam- 
ily are  not  defined  ;  the  number  of  families  of  this 
sort,  which  a  single  individual  may  have,  cannot  be 
fixed.     It  is  easy  to  see  how,  under  color  of  such 
permis.sion,  a  regular  trade  might  be  established, 
and  carried  on,  as  long  as  there  was  any  tempta- 
titm  of  profit  or  interest.     This  argument,  how- 
ever, has  been  pressed,  as  if  a  prohibition  to  go 
with  slaves  was,  in  effect,  a  prohibition  to  the  in- 
habitants of  a  slaveholding  State  to  go  at  all.     I 
cannot  believe  this  to  be  the  case.     They  may  go 
without  slaves  ;  for,  though  slaves  are  a  conveni- 
ence and  a  luxury  to  those  who  are  accustomed  to 
them,  yet  the  inhabitants  of  the  slaveholding  States 
would  hardly  admit  that  they  are  indispensably 
necessary.      Besides,  they  may  take  their  slaves 
with  them  as  free  servant.s.     But,  look  at  the  con- 
Terse.     The  introduction  of  slavery  banishes  free 
labor,  or  places  it  under  such  discouragement  and 
opprobrium  as  are  equivalent  in  effect.     You  shut 
the  country,  then,  against  the  free  emigrant,  who 
carries  with  him  nothing  but  his  industry.     There 
are  large  and  valuable  classes  of  j>eople  who  arc 
opposed  to  slavery,  and  cannot  live  where  it  is  per- 
mitted.    These,  too,  you  exclude.     The  laws  and 
the  policy  of  a  slave  State  will,  and  must  be,  adapt- 
ed to  the  condition  of  slavery,  and,  without  going 
into  any  particulars,  it  will  be  allowed  that  they 
are  in  the  highest  degree  offensive  to  those  who  are 
opposed  to  slavery.     It  seems  to  me,  sir,  I  may  be 
pardoned  for  so  far  expressing  an  opmion  upon  the 
concerns  of  the  slaveholding  States ;  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  people  of  the  South  have  a  common 
interest  with  us  in  this  question — not  for  them- 
«'lyes,  perhaps,  but  for  those  who  are  equally  dear 
lo  them.     The  cultivation  by  slaves  requires  large 
estates.     They  cannot  be  parcelled  out  or  divided. 
In  the  course  of  time,  and  before  very  long,  it  will 
happen  that  the  younger  children  of  Southern  fam- 
ilies must  look  elsewhere  to  find  employment  for 
their  talents,  and  scope  for  their  exertion.     What 
better  provision  can  they  have  than  free  Sutes, 
where  they  may  fairly  enter  into  competition  with 
freemen,  and  every  one  find  the  level  which  his 
proper  abilities  entitles  him  to  expect  ?     The  hint 
IS  sufficient.     I  venture  to  throw  it  out  for  the  con- 
sideration of  those  whom  it  concerns. 

But,  independently  of  the  objections  to  the  ex- 
tension, arising  from  the  views  thus  presented  by 
the  opponents  of  the  amendment,  and  indepen- 
dently of  many  much  more  deeply-founded  objec- 


tions, which  I  forbear  now  to  press,  there  are 
enough,  of  a  very  obvious  kind,  to  settle  the  ques- 
tion conclusively.  With  the  indulgence  of  the 
Committee,  I  will  touch  upon  some  of  them. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  this  is  the  first  step 
beyond  the  Mi.ssissippi — the  State  of  Louisiana  is 
no  exception,  for  there  slavery  existed  to  an  extent 
which  left  no  alternative — it  is  the  last  step,  too, 
for  this  is  the  last  stand  that  can  be  made.  Com- 
promise is  forbidden  by  the  principles  contended 
for  on  both  sides.  Any  compromise  that  would 
give  slavery  to  Missouri  is  out  of  the  question.  It 
IS,  therefore,  the  final,  irretrievable  step,  which  can 
never  be  recalled,  and  must  lead  to  an  immeasura- 
ble spread  of  slavery  over  the  country  beyond  the 
Mississippi.  If  any  one  falter ;  if  he  be  tempted 
by  insinuations,  or  terrified  by  the  apprehension  of 
losing  something  desirable;  if  he  find  himself 
drawn  aside  by  views  to  the  little  interests  that  are 
immediately  about  him,  let  him  reflect  upon  the 
magnitude  of  the  question,  and  he  will  be  elevated 
above  all  such  considerations.  The  eyes  of  the 
country  are  upon  him ;  the  interests  of  posterity 
are  committed  to  his  care ;  let  him  beware  how  he 
barters,  not  his  own,  but  his  children's  birthright, 
for  a  mess  of  pottage.  The  consciousness  that  we 
have  done  our  duty  is  a  sure  and  never  failing  de- 
pendence. It  will  stand  by  us  and  support  us 
through  life,  under  every  vicissitude  of  fortune, 
and  in  every  change  of  circumstances.  It  shed.s  a 
steady  and  a  cheering  light  upon  the  future  as  well 
as  the  present,  and  is  at  once  a  grateful  and  a  last- 
ing reward. 

Again,  sir,  by  increasing  the  market  for  slaves, 
you  postpone  and  destroy  the  hope  of  extinguish- 
ing slavery  by  emancipation.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  reduction  in  the  value  of  slaves,  however  ac- 
complished, is  the  only  inducement  that  will  ever 
effect  an  abolition  of  slavery.  The  multiplication 
of  free  States  will,  at  the  same  time,  give  room  for 
emancipation,  or,  to  speak  more  accurately,  for 
those  who  are  emancipated.  This,  I  would  re- 
spectfully suggest,  is  the  only  effectual  plan  of  col- 
onization ;  but  it  can  never  take  effect  while  it  is 
the  interest  of  owners  to  pursue  their  slaves  with 
so  much  avidity,  or  to  pay  such  prices  for  them. 
Increase  the  market,  and  you  keep  up  the  value  ; 
increase  the  number  of  slaveholding  States,  and 
you  destroy  the  possibility  of  emancipation,  even 
if  every  part  of  the  Union  should  desire  it.  You 
extend,  indefinitely,  the  formidable  difficulties 
which  already  exist. 

Nor  does  the  mischief  stop  here.  All  liberal 
minds,  and  all  parts  of  the  Union,  have,  with  one 
voice,  agreed  in  the  necessity  of  abolishing  that 
detestable  traffic  in  human  flesh,  the  .slave  trade — 
the  foreign  slave  trade.  But,  reject  the  amend- 
ment on  your  table,  admit  Missouri  without  re- 
striction, and  you  will  inevitably  introduce  and 
establish  a  great  inland  domestic  .slave  trade,  not, 
it  is  true,  with  all  the  horrors  of  the  middle  pas- 
sage, nor  the  cold-blooded  calculation  upon  the 
waste  of  human  life  in  the  seasoning,  but  stilhwith 
many  of  the  odious  features,  and  some  of  the  most 
cruel  accompaniments  of  that  hateful  traffic.  From 
Washington  to  St,  Louis  may  be  a  distance  of  one 
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thousand  miles.     Through  this  great  space,  and 
even  a  much  greater,  you  must  witness  the  trans- 
portation of  slaves,  with  the  usual  appendages  of 
handcutts  and  chains.     The  ties  of  domestic  life 
will  be  violently  rent  asunder,  and  those  whom 
nature  has  bound  together,  sufler  all  the  pangs  of 
an   unnatural  and   cruel   separation.     Unfeeling 
force,  stimulated  by  unfeeling  avarice,  will  tear 
the  parent  from  the  child,  and   the  child  from  the 
parent— the  husband  from  tae  wife,  and  the  wife 
from   the   husband.     We   have   lately   witnessed 
something  of  this  sort  during  the  period  of  high 
prices.      Gentlemen   of    the   South,    particularly 
those  from  Virginia,  who  speak  of  their  slaves  as 
a  part  of  their  family,  would  start  at  this.     They 
would  reject,  with  scorn  and  mdignation,  even  a 
suggestion,  that  they  were  to  furnish  a  market  for 
the  supply  of  slaves  to  the  other  States.     I  can 
well  believe,  that  in  families  where  the  relation 
has  long  subsisted,  there  are  feelings  that  would 
revolt  at  such  a  thought ;  feelings  that  have  con- 
siderablv  modified  this  severe  condition,  and  grown 
out  of  the  association  it  has,  in  a  long  course  of 
time,  produced.     But  can  any  one  tell  what  cu- 
pidity may  win  or  necessity  extort  ?    No  man  is 
.     superior  to  the  assaults  of  fortune ;  and  if  he  were, 
the  stroke  of  death  will  surely  come,  and  break 
down  his  paternal  government,  and  then  the  slave- 
dealer,  whom  he  would  have  kicked  from  his  en- 
closure, like  a  poisonous  reptile,  presents  himself— 
to  whom  J     He  cannot  tell.     Thoughts  like  these 
have  often,  I  doubt  not,  produced  the  liberation  of 
slaves.     If  gentlemen  question  our   sincerity,  let 
them  consider  at  what  period  of  life  it  is,  that 
emancipation   most  frequently  takes  place.     It  is 
at  that  serious  moment  when  men  sit  down  to  set- 
tle their  worldly  concerns,  and,  as  it  were,  to  take 
their  leave  of  the  world.     Then  it  is,  by  the  last 
will,  to  take  effect,  when   their  own  control  is 
ended,  that  owners  restore  their  slaves  to  freedom, 
and,  by  what  thev  certainly  consider  an  act  of  jus- 
tice, surrender   them  to   themselves,  rather    than 
leave  them  to  the  disposal  of  thty  know  not  whom. 
Let  gentlemen  from  the   South  reflect  on   this. 
.   The  public  sentiment,  upon  the  subject  of  slavery, 
1  IS  every  where  improved,  and  still  improving.     It 
has  already  destroyed  that  monstrous  inhumanity 
called  the  slave  trade.     I  fear  that  such  a  measure 
as  is  now  proposed  by  the  opponents  of  the  re- 
striction would  not  merely  check  and  retard  its 
progress.     I  seriously  fear  that  it  may  gradually 
work  an  entire  change.     The  effects  are  not  to  be 
contemplated  without  the  deepest  anxiety. 

The  political  aspect  of  the  subject  is  not  less 
alarming.  The  existence  of  this  condition  among 
us  continually  endangers  the  peace  and  well  being 
of  the  Union  by  the  irritation  and  animosity  it 
creates  between  neighboring  States.  It  weakens 
the  nation  while  it  is  entire:  and,  if  ever  a  divis- 
sion  should  happen,  can  any  one  reflect  without 
horror  upon  the  consequences  that  may  be  worked 
out  of  an  extensively  prevailing  system  of  slavery  ? 
We  are  told,  indeed,  both  in  the  House  and  out  of 
It,  to  leave  the  matter  to  Providence.  Those  who 
tell  as  so  are,  nevertheless,  active  and  eager  in  the 
roxallest  of  their  own  concerns,  omitting  nothing 


to  secure  success.  Sir,  we  are  endowed  with  fac- 
ulties that  enable  us  to  judge  and  to  choose;  to 
look  before  and  after,  however  imperfectly.  When 
these  have  been  fairly  and  conscientiously  exerted, 
we  may  then  humbly  submit  the  conse<iuences, 
with  a  liope  and  belief,  that,  whatever  they  may 
be,  they  wdl  not  be  imputed  to  us.  The  issue  of 
our  counsels,  however  well  meant,  is  not  in  our 
hands.  But  if,  for  our  own  gratiti cation,  regard- 
less of  all  considerations  of  right  or  wrong,  of  good 
or  evil,  we  hug  a  vicious  indulgence  to  our  bosom 
until  we  find  it  turning  to  a  venomous  serpent,  and 
threatening  to  sting  us  to  the  heart,  with  what 
rational  or  consoling  expectation  can  we  call  upon 
Providence  to  tear  it  away  and  save  us  from  de- 
struction? 

It  is  time  to  come  to  a  conclusion ;  I  fear  I  hare 
already  trespassed  too  long.     In  the  effort  I  have 
made  to  submit  to  the  Committee  my  views  of  thw 
question,  it  has  been  impossible  to  escape  entirely 
the  influence  of  the  sensation  that  pervades  this 
House.     Yet,  I   have  no  such  apprehensions  as 
have  been  expressed.     The  question  is,  indeed,  an 
important  one;  but  its  importance  is  derived  alto- 
gether from  Its  connexion  with  the  extension,  in- 
definitely, of  negro  slavery,  over  a  land  which  I 
trust  Providence  has  destined  for  the  labor  and  the 
support  of  freemen.     I  have  no  fear  that  this  ques- 
tion, much  as  it  has  agitated  the  country,  is  to 
produce  any  fatal  division,  or  even  to  generate  a 
new  organization  of  parties.     It  is  not  a  question 
upon  which  we  ought  to  indulge  unreasonable  ap- 
prehensions, or  yield  to  the  counsels  of  fear.     It 
concerns  ages  to  come  and  millions  to  be  born.    It 
is,  as  it  were,  a  question  of  a   new  political  crea- 
tion, and  it  i.->  iot  us,  under  Heaven,  to  say  what 
shall  be  its  condition.     If  we  impose  the  restric- 
tion, it  will  I  hope  be  finally  imposed.     But  if 
hereafter  it  should  be  found  right  to  remove  it,  and 
the  State  consent,  we  can  remove  it.     Admit  the 
State,  without  the  restriction,  the  power  is  gone 
forever,  and  with  it  are  forever  gone  all  the  efforts 
that   have    been    made    by    the   nou-slaveholding 
States  to  repress  and  limit  the  sphere  of  slavery, 
and  enlarge  and  extend  the  blos.Mngs  of  freedom. 
With  it,  |)trhaps,  is  gone  forever,  the  power  of 
preventing  the  traffic  in  slaves,  that  inhuman  and 
detestable  traffic,  so  long  a  disgrace  to  Christen- 
dom.    In  future,  and  no  very  distant  times,  con- 
venience, and  profit,  and  necessity,  may  U-  found 
as  available  pleas  as  they  formerly  were,  and  for 
the  luxury  of  slaves,  we  shall  again  involve  our- 
selves in  the  sin  of  the  trade.     We  must  not  pre- 
sume too  much  upon  the  strength  of  our  resolu- 
tions.    Let  every  man  who  has  been  accustomed 
to  the  indulcrence,  ask  himself  if  it  is  not  a  luxury, 
a  templing  luxury,  which  solicits  him  strongly  and 
at  every  moment.     The   prompt  obedience,  the 
ready  attention,  the  submissive  and   humble,  but 
eager  effort  to  anticipate  command — how  flatter- 
ing to  our  pride,  how  soothing  to  our  indolence  ! 
To  the  merubers  from  the  South,  I  apjHal  to  know 
whether  they  will  suffer  any  temporary  inconve- 
nience, or  any  sptculative  advantage  to  expose  us 
to  the  danger.     To  those  of  the  North,  no  appeal 
can  be  necessary.     To  both,  I  can  most  sincerely 


1217 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1218 


Febboabt,  1820. 


Admi$9ion  of  Miuouri. 


H.  orR. 


say,  that,  as  I  know  my  own  views  on  this  subject 
to  be  free  from  any  unworthy  motive,  so  will  I  be- 
lieve that  they  likewise  have  no  object  but  the 
common  good  of  our  common  country,  and  that 
nothing  would  have  given  me  more  heartfelt  satis- 
faction than  that  the  present  proposition  should 
have  originated  in  the  same  quarter  to  which  we 
are  said  to  be  indebted  for  the  ordinance  of  1787. 
Then,  indeed,  would  Virginia  have  appeared  in 
even  more  than  herwontMJ  splendor;  and, spread- 
ing out  the  scroll  of  her  services,  would  have  ocheld 
none  of  them  with  greater  pleasure  than  that  series 
which  began  by  pleading  the  cause  of  humanity 
in  remon.strances  against  the  slave  trade,  while 
she  was  yet  a  colony,  and,  embracing  her  own  act 
of  abolition  and  the  ordinance  of  1787,  terminated 
in  the  restriction  on  Missouri.     Consider  what  a 
foundation  our  predecessors  have  laid,  and  behold, 
with  the  blessing  of  Providence,  how  the  work  has 
prospered  !    What  is  there,  in  ancient  or  in  modem 
times,  that  can  be  compared  with  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  the  States  formed  out  of  the  North- 
west Territory  ?     When  Europeans  reproach  us 
with  our  negro  slavery ;  when  they  contrast  our 
republican  boast  and  pretensions  with  the  exist- 
ence of  this  condition  among  us,  we  have  our  an- 
swer ready — it  is  to  you  we  owe  this  evil ;  you 
planted  it  here,  and  it  has  taken  such  root  in  the  i 
soil  that  we  have  not  the  power  to  eradicate  it. 
Then,  turning  to  the  West,  and  directing  their  at- 
tention  to  Ohio,  Indiana,  and   Illinois,  we  can 
proudly  tell  them  these  are  the  offspring  of  our 
policy  and  our  laws,  these  are  the  free  productions 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.     But  if,  I 
beyond  this  smiling  region,  they  should   descry 
another  dark  spot  upon  the  face  of  the  new  crea-  i 
tion — another  scene  of  negro  slavery,  established  t 
by  ourselves,  and   spreading  continually  towards 
the  further  ocean,  what  shall  we  say  then  ?     No, 
sir,  let  us  follow  up  the  work  our  ancestors  have 
begun.     Let  us  give  to  the  world  a  new  pledge  of  i 
our  sincerity.     Let   the  standard  of  freedom  be  i 
planted  in  Missouri,  by  the  hands  of  the  Constitu-  | 
tion,  and  let  its  banner  wave  over  the  heads  of  I 
none  but  freemen — men  retaining  the  image  im- 
pressed upon  them  by  their  Creator,  and  depend- 
ent upon  none  but  CJod  and   the  laws.     Then,  as 
our  republican  States  extend,  republican  principles 

will  go  hand  in  hand  with  republican  practice 

the  love  of  liberty  with  the  sense  of  justice. 

Then,  sir,  the  dawn  beaming  from  the  Consti- 
tution, which  now  illuminates  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois,  will  spread  with  increasing  brightness  to 
the  furthest  West,  till,  in  its  brilliant  lustre,  the 
dark  spot  which  now  rests  upon  our  country  shall 
be  forever  hid  from  sight.  Industry,  arts,  com- 
merce, knowledge,  will  flourish,  with  plenty  and 
contentment,  for  ages  to  come,  and  the  loud  chorus 
of  universal  freedom  re-echo,  from  the  Pacific  to 
the  Atlantic,  the  great  truths  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence.  Then,  too,  our  brethren  of  the 
South,  if  they  sincerely  wish  it.  may  scatter  their 
emancipated  slaves  through  this  boundless  region, 
and  our  country,  at  length,  be  hanpily  freed  for 
ever  from  the  foul  stain  and  curse ot  slavery.  And 
if  (may  it  be  far,  very  far  distant)  intestine  com- 
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motion,  civil  dissension,  division,  should  happen, 
we  shall  not  leave  our  posterity  exposed  to  the 
combined  horrors  of  a  civil  and  a  servile  war.  If 
any  man  still  hesitate,  influenced  bv  some  temper- 
rary  motive  of  convenience,  or  ease,  or  prifit,  I 
charge  him  to  think  what  our  fathers  have  sufl^ed 
for  us,  and  then  to  ask  his  heart  if  he  can  be  faith- 
less to  the  obligation  he  owes  to  posterity. 


j  Thlrsoav,  February  10. 

,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
i  of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
I  of  Angus  O.  Fraser,  and  others;  which  was  read 
I  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committeeof  the  Whole 
I  to-morrow. 

I  Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
;  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
j  "An  act  to  remit  the  duties  on  a  statue  of  George 
I  Washington,''  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
1  ment,  and  it  Avas  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  lime 
j  to-morrow. 

;      On  motion  of  Mr.  Butler,  of  Louisiana,  the 
I  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  were  directed  to 
I  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  confirming  the  in- 
habitants  of  the  parish  of  Ouachita  in  their  claim 
I  to  three   arpens,  front,  of  land,  situated   at  the 
junction  of  the  Bayou  Liard  with  the  river  Oua- 
chita, which  has  been  used  by  the  inhabitants  of 
said  parish  as  a  public  burying  ground. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  ot  the  following  titles,  to 
wit: 

1.  An  act  for  altering  the  times  for  holding  the 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  western  district 
of  Pennsylvania ; 

2.  An  act  confirming  Anthony  Cavalier  and 
Peter  Petit  in  their  claim  to  a  tract  of  land  ;  and, 

3.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Anthony  S.  Delisle, 
Edward  B.  Dudley,  and  John  M.  Van  Cleef, 
were  severally  read  twice  and  committed,  the  first 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to-morrow,  the 
second  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims, 
and  the  latter  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  Missouri  bill. 

Mr.  Sergeant  occupied  nearlv  three  hours  in 
continuation  of  the  argument  which  he  commenced 
yesterday  in  support  of  the  Missouri  restriction — 
the  whole  of  which  is  given  in  preceding  pages. 
When  Mr.  S.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbodr,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the 
Committee  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman  :  In  rising  to  address  you  at  this 
time,  I  feel  that  I  labor  under  great  disadvantages. 
I  am  about  to  embark  in  the  di!H:ussion  of  a  sub- 
ject which  has  already  been  greatly  exhausted.  I 
am  about  to  do  this  too  at  a  period  of  the  day 
when  talents  of  a  higher  order  than  I  can  pretend 
to  would  scarcely  command  attention.  These  cir- 
cumstances are  of  themselves  sufficiently  discour- 
aging ;  but  the  greatest  difficulty  of  my  situation 
consists  in  the  frame  of  mind  in  which  I  fear  the 
Committee  have  been  left  by  the  closing  remarks 
of  the   member  from   Pennsylvania,    (Mr.  Ser- 
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OEANT,)  who  has  just  resumed  his  seat.    He  made !      An  example  or  two  will  furnish  a  better  illustra- 
such  persuasive  appeals  to  theij  feelin;?! ;  he  paint- 1  tion  of  my  idea,  than  general  reasoning.     Luxury 


ed  in  such  glowing  colors  of  pathetic  eloquence  |  is  considered  a  great   fwlitical  evil   in^any  State 

general,  and  particularly  {  but  particularly  in  a  Government  like  ours,  whose 


ine  norrors  01  slavery  in  cjvu^-iai,  emu  puini^uiany  j  uui  puiii«.uiaii}r  m  u  vruviTniueni  iikc  ours,  wnose 
the  agonizing  scenes  of  husbands  separated  from  |  stability  depends   upon  the  virtue  of  the  people. 


wives,  and  parents  torn  from  children,  that  I  fear 
the  agitations  of  an  excited  sensibility  will  be  un- 
friendly to  the  dispassionate  investigation  and  cor- 
rect decision  of  this  great  question. 

If,  sir,  the  cause  which  I  have  risen  to  defend, 


Let  us  suppose  that  this  political  malady  prevail- 
ed in  an  extreme  degree  m  any  one,  or  alfof  the 
States  of  this  Union,  b  there  a  member  of  this 
Committee  who  will  undertake  to  say,  that  we 
could  attempt  to  cure  the  evil  by  the  passage  of 


required  talents  like  those  which  I  have  just  de- j  sumptuary  laws  ?  Again,  sir,  consider' all  tliose 
scribed  ;  talents  which,  by  exciting  the  sympathies  !  violations  of  morality  and  religion,  which  are  the 
of  the  heart,  cause  the  hearers  to  forget  the  alle-  |  subjects  of  the  criminal  jurisprudence  of  the  sev- 
giance  due  to  the  judgment,  then,  indeed,  I  should  |  era!  States ;  they  are  all  moral  and  political  evils; 
abandon  the  unequal,  the  hopeless  contest,  in  which  |  and  yet  no  member  of  this  Committee  will  venture 
I  should  find  myself  engaged.  But  the  duty  which  I  to  affirm,  that  we  can  attempt  to  arre^t  them  by 
devolves  on  me  is  of  a  different  kind  :  it  is  to  en- ,  our  legislation  ;  and  why,  sir?  For  the  obvious 
deavor,  as  far  as  I  can,  to  allay  the  tumult  of  feel-  reason  that,  though  they  are  evils,  and  of  a  kind 
ing  which  has  just  been  excited,  and  then,  in  the  ;  too,  which  may  vitally  affi-ct  the  stability  and  pros^ 
language  of  plain  truth,  to  attempt  to  convince  your  ;  perity  of  the  whole  body  politic,  yet  they  are  the 
minds  of  the  error  of  the  gentleman's  reasoning.  j  subject  of  State  legislation,  over  which  no  power 
Let  me  then,  tell  the  gentleman  that  the  pic-  has  been  transferred  to  us  by  the  Constitution 
ture  which  he  has  drawn  of  the  suffering  incident  Sir,  as  well  might  the  British  Parliament  attempt 
Ik  .T^*"^  L  I^^^  '"  ^\^  ^.°"'^'  '^  ^^^^  ^""^"^  ;  '°  exercise  its  authority,  in  the  correction  of  what 
that  he  has  shaded  it  too  deeply,  with  the  coloring  it  thought  to  be  moral  or  political  evil,  in  the  sct- 
ot  his  own  imagination  ;  that,  though  we  do  keep  eral  States;  because,  as  it  respects  any  subject 
the  yoke  of  servitude  on  the  necks  of  our  fellow  I  over  which  the  Constitution  has  not  given  m 
men.  vet  our  hnmnnitv  hi**  linrKtono.)  itc  n-o<,c...«.     ,^,^^.   ,.... _i; .         *     •     ■ 


men,  yet  our  humanity  has  lightened  its  pressure; 
that,  though  slavery,  disguise  it  as  you  will,  i.s  still 
a  bitter  draught,  yet  the  same  humanity  has  les- 
sened the  bitterness  of  this  draught,  by  the  infusion 


power,  we  are  as  alien  a  government,  in  relation 
to  the  States,  as  is  the  British  Government. 

I  have  made  these  remarks  for  the  purpose  of 
disembarrassing  thisquestion  of  extraneous  difficul- 


.        .      .  -•  -"•• -fe-'M  "J  ""^  luiuciiun    ui^iruitMii I d.>.>iu^  iiii>qurMiun  oi  extraneous aimcul- 

into  It  of  many  drops  of  consolation;  that,  in  fine,  ty  ;  of  showing  what  the  question  is  not,  that  we 
•such  has  been  the  continually  increasing  meliora-  may  better  underMand  what  it  is.  The  question 
tion  in  the  condition  of  that  people  amongst  us, '  is  not,  then,  whether  slavery  is,  in  itself  an  evil 
that  they  now  in  general  experience  the  utmost  i  but  whether,  supposing  it  to  be  ^uch,  we  have  the 
degree  of  indulgence  which  is  compatible  with ;  power  to  corrtrt  it,  in  relation  to  Mis.souri  ?  The 
the  relation  of  riiaster  and  slave.  Committee  will  perceive,  from  my   mode  of  ^tat- 

But,  sir  1  find  that   I  am  dignsMng  from  the    ing  the  question,  that  I  mean  to  Ji.scard   from  mv 
stibject  which  I  rose  to  discuss.     Are  we  now  call-    con.sideration  the  inquiry  into  the  humanity  and 
ed  to  decide,  as  an  abstract  question,  whether  sla- 1  expediency  of  I  he  proposed  n'striction  •  I  do  this 
very  IS  or  is  not  justifiable  ?     No,  sir,  that  question  !  because  ample  ju.stice  has  already   been  done  by 
had  been  long  settled,  before  the  formation  of  our  j  abler  advocates  than  myself,  to  those  views  of  the 
Constitution:    slavery    existed    in   many   of  the    subject ;  and  because,  too,  I  can  conceive  no  argu- 
btatesat  that  period;  its  existence  and  its  con-    ment  so  strong,  to  prove  the  inexpediency  of  the 
tinuance  were  recognised  by  that  instrument ;  the   measure,  as  will  result  from  provine,  as  I  hope  I 
States  surrendered  to  the   Federal   Government    shall  be  able  to  do,  that  we  have  not  the  poweMo 
no  power  over  the  subject,  except  after  a  given  I  impose  it.      Let  gentlemen   reconcile  it,  if  thev 
period  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  from  I  can,  with  their  ideas  of  humanity,  to  prevent  an 
abroad.     I  tell  gentlemen,  then  that  this  is  neither  j  increase  of  slaves,  by  denying  to  them  an  increase 
the  time  nor  the  occasion  for  the  discussion  of  the  |  of  comforts  ;  let  them,   if  they   can,  reconcile  it 
abstract  justice  or  injustice  of  slavery.     If  we  were  |  with  their  ideas  of  justice  or  expediency  to  keep 
called  upon  in  our  respective  State  Legislatures  1  this  vast  country  uncontaminated  with  slkves.  for 
to  decide  upon  its  continuance  or  abolition  ;  or  if  millions  of  freemen  yet  unborn,  at  the  hazard  of 
we  were  now  in  convention  for  the  purpave  of  I  the  happiness  and  safety  of  millions  now  existing: 
forming  a  new  federal  Const.tut.on-in  either  of;  if,  upon  these  points,  they  differ  with  me  in  opin- 
these  cases  their  arguments  of  that  kind  would  i  ion,  they  will  at  least  agree  in   this  proposition  ; 
have  some  application     But  who  are  we,  and  what  |  that,  under  no  circumstances,  ought  we  to  attempt 
are  our  functions  ?     We  are  the  creatures  of  the    to  do  that,  which  we  have  not  power  to  do.    That 
Constitution,  not  its  creators:   we  are  called  here ;  we  have  no  power  to  impose  this  rrstriotion,  I 
I^^^;;I^u  ."^"^^^^"^    Let  gentlemen,  then,    shaU  attempt  to  prove,   by  showing,  that  it  would 
remember  that  it  is  not  sufficient  for  them  to  show  i  be  in  direct  violation  of  the  Constitution,  and  of 
that  slavery  cannot  be  justified  m  it.self ;  that  it  is,  j  the  treaty  of  cession  from   France,  of  1803.     Bc- 
W  you  please,  a  moral  and  political  evil ;  they  will  |  fore,  however,  I  enter  particularly  into  the  reason- 
yet  tail  to  maintain  their  ground,  unless  they  can  I  ing  in   support  of   the  view  which  I   have  just 
/OTCT-t    "^  Constitution  gives  us  power  |  mentioned,  I  beg  leave  to  notice  some  remarks  of 

1         *  ■  '  t^e  member  from  Pennsylvania,  in  relation  to  the 
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construction  of  the  Constitution.     He  told  us  that 
there  was  an  increasing  liberality  in   this  respect; 
and  that,  particularly  in  relation  to  any  measure 
of  a  beneficent  character,  he  looked  into  that  in- 
strument with  a  desire  to  find  the  necessary  pow- 
er.   Yes,  sir,  there  is  indeed  liberality,  and  m  an 
increasing   degree;  and   I   must  be   permitted  to 
say,  that  we  are  extremely  apt  to  think   that  we 
hnd   that   which  we  seek  with  a  desire   to  find. 
The  gentleman  referred  to  some  examples  of  this 
liberal  spirit.     I  candidly  own   to  you,  sir,  that  I 
am  filled  with  the  most  serious  apprehensions,  at 
the  progress  which  we  have  already  made,  and 
which  we  seem  disposed  yet  to  make,  in  this  re- 
spect ;  let  us  for  a  moment  mark  it.     At  one  time 
a  National  Bank   is  proposed  to  be  established  ;  it 
is  discovered  that  this  will  facilitate  the  collection 
of  the  public  revenue  ;  and  hence,  a  power  is  deriv- 
ed to  establish  it,  although  a  proposition  was  made 
in  the  Convention,  to  give  the  power  of  granting 
charters  of  incorporation,  which  did   not  pass  ;* 
at  another  time  a  great  system  of  internal  improve- 
ment is  proposed  ;  it  is  recommended  by  its  benefi- 
cence, in  annihilating  space,  and  bringing  nearer 
together  th.'  extremities  of  the  Republic,  by  roads 
and  canals;  and  from  the  power  to  declare  war, 
is  derived  a  power  to  establish  military  roads,  al- 
though one  of  the  schemes  of  government,  pro- 
posed in  convention,  contained  a  proposition  to 
establish   military,  as  well  as  post  roads,  which 
prevailed  only  .so  far   as   relates   to  the   latter.t 
Thus,  sir,  we  have  been  continually  advancing, 
step  by  step,  in  the  enlargement  of  the  rule  of  con- 
struction, and  every  previous  decision  becomes  a 
I>recedent    in    aid    of    that   which    next    follows. 
Whether  we  have  yet  arrived  at  the  point  mark- 
ed by  the  limits  of  the  Constitution,  it  seems  to  be 
impossible  to  say  ;  for.  as  we  advance,  those  limits, 
like  our  horizon,  i»eem  to  recede ;  .«so  that  whatever 
step  we  have  last  taken,  marks  not  the  utmost 
verge  of  our  power,  but  only  the  point  to  which 
construction,  up  to  that  time,  has  carried  us.     By 
the  aid  of  construction,  then,  we  find  ourselves  in 
pos.session  of  very  large  powers,  and  defined   by 
very  unsettled  boundaries,  in  relation   to  the  old 
States  ;  if,  in  addition  to  this,  we  assume  the  pow- 
er now  claimed  by  gentlemen   in   relation   to  new 
States,  which  I  shall  attempt  to  show  is  entirely 
without  boundary  at  all,  then,  indeed,  I  shall  begin 
to  think  that  parchment  delineations  of  power  are 
little  else  than  form  ;  that  mankind  have  no  liga- 
ments strong  enough  to  bind   the  hands  of  their 
fellow-men  when  in  power.     If  the  doctrine  now 
contended  for  be  true,  let  us  not,  as  in  other  days 
we  were  wont  to  do,  inquire  what  powers  have 
we,  but  what  have  we  not. 

These  remarks  have  been  called  forth  by  those 
which  were  made  by  the  member  who  preceded 
me.  I  now  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
very  question  before  us,  and  I  will  endeavor  to 
subject  it  to  the  severest  scrutiny  of  which  I  am 
capable.  The  bill  before  us  proposes  to  authorize 
the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution  and 


•See  Joarnal  of  Federal  Convention,  p.  260.     t  lb. 
p.  75.  '^  j 


State  government.  An  amendment  is  offered  to 
the  bill,  which  requires  of  the  proposed  State,  as  a 
fine  qua  non  to  its  admission  into  the  Union,  that 
it  should  by  a  compact,  irrevocable  without  the 
con.sent  of  Congress,  make  a  provision,  the  effect 
of  which  would  be  to  prevent  the  further  intro- 
duction of  slaves  into  that  State,  and  to  emanci- 
pate the  children  of  all  those  now  there.  And  the 
question  is,  whether  we  have  power  to  impose  this 
condition,  which  the  amendment  proposes?  The 
advocates  of  the  amendment  contend  that  we  have 
the  power;  on  our  part  it  is  contended  that  we 
have  not. 

The  question  being  thus  precisely  stated,  I  will 
remind  gentlemen,  at  the  threshold  of  the  discus- 
sion, that  they  hold  the  affirmative  ;  that  there- 
fore the  burden  of  proof  devolves  on  them.  I  do 
not  mention  this  from  any  apprehension  of  the 
weakness  of  my  position  ;  on  the  contrary,  such  is 
my  confidence  m  its  strength,  that  I  feel  I  can  with 
safety  assume  upon  myself  the  burden  of  proof, 
when  it  belongs  to  my  opponents ;  but  J  wish  it  to 
be  distinctly  understood,  that  I  shall  consider  this 
as  a  gratuity  on  my  part,  and  not  an  act  of  duty. 

Both    the   members   from    Pennsylvania    (Mr. 
HcMPHiLi.  and  Mr.  Sergeant)  have  relied  much 
upon  the  ordinance  of  1787,  the  sixth  article  of 
which  forbids  slavery  in  the  Northwestern  Terri- 
tory, as  showing  the  power  of  the  Old  Congress 
in  relation  to  this  subject.     As  this  is  anterior  to 
the  Constitution,  and  as  it  may  somewhat  conduce 
to  system  to  observe  a  chronological  order,  I  beg 
leave  first  to  examine*  the  character  of  that  act, 
and  what   influence  it  ought  to  have  upon  this 
question.     This  celebrated  act  of  the  Old  Congress 
has  been  called  an  usurpation.     Gentlemen  nave 
expressed  their  astonishment  at  this  epithet.     I  am 
prepared,  from  the  most  unquestionable  authority, 
to  prove  the  charge;  and  for  that  purpose  1  beg 
leave  to  read  from  the  thirty-eighth  number  of  the 
Federalist  the  following  extract :     "  Congress  (that 
'  is,  the  Old  Congress)  have  undertaken  to  do  more : 
'  they  have  proceeded  to  form  new  States  ;   to 
'  erect  temporary  governments ;  to  appoint  officers 
'  for  them  ;   and   to  prescribe  the   conditions  on 
*  which  such   States  shall   be  admitted  into  the 
'  Confederacy.     All  this  has  been  done,  and  with- 
'  out  the  least  color  of  Constitutional  authority." 
These,  sir,  are  the  words  of  a  member  (and,  let  me 
add,  a  distinguished  member)  of  the  Federal  Con- 
vention ;  one  who,  after  he  had  contributed  to  the 
formation  of  the  Constitution,  devoted  eight  years 
of  his  life  to  its  actual  administration.     If  then 
the  Old  Congress,  in  the  enactment  of  that  ordi- 
nance, acted  without  the  least  color  of  Constitu- 
tional authority,  it  is  obvious  that  the  act  mu.st  be 
utterly  void,  as  an  act  of  legislation.     Has  it  force 
m  any  other  way  ?     Gentlemen,  conscious  of  this 
vital  defect,  have  in  effect  conceded  it,  by  resting 
its  authority  upon  the  footing  of  contract.     They 
say,  that,  after  the  cession  of  Virginia,  and  the 
enactment  of  that   ordinance,  it   was  submitted 
to  Virginia  for  her  ratification,  and  that  it  was 
ratified.     It  has  already  been  shown  by  the  Speak- 
er, both  from  the  resolution  of  Congress  and  the 
act  of  the  Virginia  Legislature,  that  it  was  an 
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alteration  in  the  number  and  dimensions  of  the 
States  to  be  carved  out  of  that  territory  which  was 
alone  submitted,  and  which  therefore  was  alone 
intended  to  be  decided.  But  there  are  other  insu- 
perable objections  to  this  ordinance,  considered 
upon  the  footing  of  a  contract,  having  any  influ- 
ence upon  the  present  question. 

It  has  been  correctly  said,  that,  to  make  a  valid 
contract,  there  must  be  two  parties.  Now,  though 
Virginia  should  be  considered  as  having  been  com- 
petent, yet  the  Old  Congress  was  not.  I  have 
shown  you  that  they  had  not  the  least  color  of 
Constitutional  authority  over  the  subject.  It  fol- 
lows, then,  that  they  were  as  little  competent  to 
contract  as  to  legislate  in  relation  to  it.  But,  again, 
sir;  supposing  the  Old  Congress  to  have  been  a 
competent  conlractmg  party,  it  is  conceded  on  the 
other  side  that,  considering  the  ordinance  in  the 
light  of  a  contract,  the  assent  of  Virginia  was  in- 
dispensable to  Us  validity.  Now,  sir,  to  make  that 
at  all  analogous  to  the  present  case,  it  is  necessary 
that  France  should  give  its  assent  to  the  proposed 
restriction  of  slavery  ;  because  France,  having 
been  the  Power  which  ceded  Louisiana,  stands  in 
the  same  relation  to  that  country  as  Virginia  did 
to  the  Northwestern  Territory.  Surely,  then,  there 
can  be  no  weight  due  to  this  ordinance  as  a  prece- 
dent, when  we  reflect  that  it  emanated  from  men 
having  no  jurisdiction  over  the  subject-matter  to 
which  it  relates;  and  that  too  at  a  time  anterior 
to  the  formation  of  our  Constitution,  which  is  the 
only  source  of  our  power,  and  which,  I  shall 
attempt  to  prove,  clearly  gives  us  none  such  as  is 
contended  for. 

One  gentleman,  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Hemp- 
hill,)  attempted  to   derive  some  aid  to   his  ar- 
gument, from    the  Journal  of  the  Federal  Con- 
vention;   he  said,   that,  as  the  clause  originally 
stood,  it  authorized  Congress  to  admit  new  States 
upon  the  same  footing  with  the  original  States ; 
and,  as  these   words  are  not  found  in   the  exist- 
ing Constitution,   he   thence  infers   that  it   was 
intended    to  vest  Congress  with  a  discretionary 
power  as  to  conditions  ;  if  the  gentleman  had  ex- 
amined the  same  clause,  in  its  original  shape,  he 
would  have  found  that  it  also  contained  this  pro- 
vision,  "that  Congress   might   make  conditions 
with  the  new  States,  as  to  the  existing  public  debt." 
Now,  sir,  the  gentleman,  I  am  sure,  would  not  be 
willing  to  extend  the  inference  on  which  he  relies, 
to  this  part  of  the  clause;  because,  if  he  did,  the 
consequence  would  be  that  the  new  States  would 
not  be  liable  for  their  proportion  of  the  public  debt. 
The  truth  is,  that  both  .sets  of  words  were  omitted 
for  the  same  reason.     That  is,  because  they  were 
both  necessary  consequences  of  the  admission,  and 
they  were,  therefore,  supererogatory.     Many  other 
examples  might  be  found  by  examining  the  Jour- 
nal, from  which  it  was  evident  that  particular  ex- 
pre.«isions  included  in  the  tirst  project  of  the  Con- 
stitution, were  omitted  in  the  existing  one,  because 
they  were  necessarily  embraced   in  the  remainder 
of  the  same  clause,  or  were  the  unavoidable  result 
of  the  construction  of  the  whole  instrument.     This 
argument,  then,  i>>  utterly  untenable. 
1  come  now,  sir,  in  the  order  of  discussion,  to  the 


Constitution  itself;  various  provisions  of  that  in- 
strument have  been  relied  upon,  in  support  of  the 
proposed  measure  ;  and,  here,  sir,  the  hrst  remark 
to  be  made  is  this  :  That  the  friends  of  this  restric- 
tion not  only  trace  this  power  up  to  diflerent  prin- 
ciples, but  to  such  as  are  utterly  incompatible  with 
each  other  ;  and  in  relation  to  which,  therefore 
the  assertion  of  one  is  necessarily  the  refutation 
of  the  other.  Some  of  the  gentlemen  say,  that  we 
are  authorized  to  impose  the  restriction,  by  virtue 
of  our  legislative  power  ;  others  say,  we  derive  the 
authority  from  compact,  1  said  that  there  was  an 
incompatibility  in  their  principles,  and  I  will  now 
endeavor  to  prove  it.  When  we  make  a  contract, 
we  consult  not  our  will  only,  but  that  of  the  other 
party  also;  and  it  is  the  concurrence  ol  our  wills, 
which  can  alone  give  being  to  a  contract ;  but  in 
legislation,  our  own  will  is  the  rule  of  our  action ; 

voluntas  stat  f>ro  ralioiu — we  speak  to  command we 

command  to  be  obeyed.     Were  I  disponed  to  give  a 
very  strong  example  of  the  legislative  style,  1  would 
quote  the  imperial  edict,  as  given  to  us  in  the  book 
of  highest  authority  :  '"Caesar  Augustus  sent  forth  a 
decree,  saying,  all  the  world  should    be  taxed." 
We  do  not,  indeed,  use  such  a  lofty  style  of  impe- 
rial dictation  ;  nor  dots  the  extent  of  the  civilized 
world  constitute  the  bounds  of  our  dominion,  as 
in  the  days  of  the  second  Ca-sar  ;  but  our  legisla- 
tive power,  within  the  lawful  range  of  its  author- 
ity, is  just  as  unlimited,  save  only,  that  we  are 
subject  to  the  control  which  the  exercise  of  a  sound 
discretion  and  our  responsibility  to  our  constituents 
impose  U[)on  us.     I  repeat,  theu,  that  to  attempt  to 
mainuin  the  legislative  power,  is  to  abandon  the 
ground  of  compact ;  and  «  <uui(ri»v,  to  attempt  to 
maintain  the  principle  of  compact,  is  to  abandon 
the  legislative  power;    because    the  one   implies 
consent,  as   essential   to  its  exist*  nee,  whilst  the 
other  acts  independentlv  of  all  consent,  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  its  own  will.     I    will  now,  however, 
with  the  leave  of  the  Committee,  proceed  to  ex- 
amine the  several  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
which  have  been  relied  on,  in  the  course  of  the 
discussion,  with  a  view  to  support  the  one  or  the 
other  of  these  principles.     Before  I  do  this,  how- 
ever, I  must  make  this  apologetic  remark  to  the 
Committee,  for  referring  to  claus<s  which   have 
been  so  often  quoted  :     That  the  advocates  of  the 
restriction,  having   to  maintain    their  principles, 
have  selected  their  own  texts  of  the  Constitution, 
on  which  to  comment;  that,  as  my  argument  con- 
sists  of  a   counter   commentary  to  theirs,  I    am 
constrained  to  refer  to  the  same  texts  from  neces- 
sity. 

The  first  which  I  shall  examine,  because  it  has 
been  most  relied  on,  is  in  these  words:  "New 
Sutes  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress  into  this 
Union."  Now,  say  gentlemen,  this  provision  is 
pfrmisntvt,  not  iraperiUive.  That  as  Congrejis  may, 
so  they  may  not,  admit;  and  as  they  may  not  ad- 
mit, therefore  they  may,  in  their  discretion,  impose 
their  own  terms.  On  my  part,  it  is  contended  that 
the  power  of  Congress  is  limited  to  the  simple  al- 
ternative, of  admitting  or  not  admitting ;  that  even 
this  power  is  subject  to  the  modification,  that  they 
have  not  the  moral  right  to  refuse  admission  to  a 
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territory,  whose  situation  and  circumstances  fit  it 
for  admission. 

I  would  illustrate  my  idea  on  this  subject,  by  a 
reference  to  thepowers  of  laying  taxes  and  borrow- 
ing money.  We  have  the  power  to  obtain,  either 
by  taxation  or  loan,  millions  of  dollars,  if  the  Trea- 
sury were  even  full  to  overflowing;  yet  no  man 
will  sav,  that  we  have  the  moral  right  to  do  this, 
much  less  to  menace  a  State  or  States  with  the 
exercise  of  this  power,  unless  it,  or  they,  would 
agree  to  some  condition,  injurious  to  their  rights. 
But  let  us  return  to  the  clause.  What  is  to  be 
admitted  ?  A  State.  Although  much  has  been 
already  said  in  relation  to  this  word,  I  beg  leave 
to  add  something  more.  The  definition  of  the 
word  SuUf,  in  general,  need  not  be  resorted  to,  be- 
caase  it  is  to  be  defined  here,  in  the  sense  in  which 
it  is  used  in  the  Constitution.  There  is  no  rule  of 
construction  so  universal,  as  it  respects  laws,  trea- 
ties, or  constitutions,  as  this,  that  the  same  word 
repeatedly  occurring  in  the  same  instrument,  shall 
receivethe  same  interpretation.  Thus,  sir,  no  one 
will  deny,  when  both  the  Federal  and  State  Gov- 
ernments are  forbidden  to  pass  bills  of  attainder, 
or  ^T  pout  facU)  laws,  that  these  terms  mean  the 
same  thing,  in  each  instance.  Take  another  ex- 
ample, which  comes  nigher  to  the  present  question : 
Suppose,  m  the  very  clause  now  under  considera- 
tion, it  had,  from  abundant  caution,  been  added, 
that  the  new  States,  upon  their  admission,  should 
be  entitled  each  to  two  Senators  and  their  proper 
proportion  of  Representatives ;  no  man  would  have 
douoted  but  that  the  Senators  and  Representatives 
must  possess  precisely  the  qualifications  prescribed, 
in  a  previous  part  of  the  Constitution,  to  wit,  a 
certain  age,  residence,  and  citizenship;  and  so, sir, 
of  any  other  term  in  the  whole  instrument.  Con- 
strue the  word  State,  then,  like  all  the  other  words 
in  the  Constitution,  m  the  sense  in  which  it  is  pre- 
viously and  repeatedly  used,  and  there  would  at 
once  be  an  end  of  the  question.  For,  when  a  new 
State  is  to  be  admitted,  it  is  just  such  a  State,  as 
is  produced  by  the  various  provisions  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

But,  again  sir,  new  States  are  to  be  admitted. 
Now  this  word  nev  is  clearly  put  in  contradistinc- 
tion to  oW,  and  this  contradistinction  is  what  con- 
stitutes and  defines  the  diffefence  which  was  in- 
tended to  be  expressed ;  as  naturally,  as  when  we 
speak  of  a  young  man  we  put  him  in  contradis- 
tinction to  an  old  one ;  but  with  4^\s  difference 
only,  we  mean  a  natural  being,  of  the  same  pow- 
ers and  faculties,  such  as  will,  judgment,  memory, 
Ac.  So,  sir,  when  we  speak  of  new,  in  opposition 
to  old  States,  we  mean  just  such  a  political  being, 
possessing  the  same  political  powers  and  faculties, 
distinguished  only  by  the  circumstance  of  age. 

This  assumption,  that  because  we  have  a  power 
to  refuse  admission,  we  therefore  have  a  right  to 
impose  terms  upon  that  admission,  proceeds  from 
the  misapplication  of  a  principle  in  itself  perfectly 
true,  but  which  has  no  sort  of  application  to  the 
present  question.  It  is  this,  that  he  who  gives,  has 
a  right  to  prescribe  the  terms  of  the  gift.  This  is 
entirely  true,  in  relation  to  property  which  belongs 
to  ourselves,  and   which  we  have   not  only  the 


j  power,  but  the  moral  right,  to  give  or  not,  as  we 
I  please ;  but  it  is  untrue,  if  it  be  attempted  to  apply 
It  to  a  ca.se  like  the  present,  when  we  are  acting 
'  not  for  ourselves,  but  as  trustees  for  others;  not  in 
I  relation  to  any  thing  which  belongs  to  us,  but  in 
I  relation  to  the  subject-matter  of  that  trust ;  in  that 
I  case,  not  we,  but  those  whose  agents  we  are,  have 
I  the  right  to  prescribe  terms,  as  I  shall  endeavor  to 
show  has   been   done   by  the  Constitution.      To 
I  show  the  fallacy  of  this  doctrine,  that  because  we 
I  may  give,  or  withhold  our  assent,  we  may  therefore 
I  impose  our  own  terms,  permit  me  to  call  your  at- 
I  tention  to  some  analogous  provisions  of  the  Con- 
I  stitution.     Congress  has  power  to  give  its  consent 
I  or  not,  that  a  State  may  lay  duties  on  imports. 
{  Suppose  an  application  made  for  such  consent,  is 
I  there  a  member  of  the  Committee  who  would  con- 
!  tend,  that  Congress  has  a  right  to  give  it,  upon 
j  condition  that  the  State  should  give  some  equiva- 
I  lent?     For  example,  that  it  should  agree  in  its  turn, 
I  that  its  exports  should  be  taxed  ;  no  one,  I  am  per- 
'  suaded,  will    attempt  to  maintain  this   position. 
Again,  sir,  Congress  may  consent  or  not,  that  a 
State  may  keep  troops  in  time  of  peace ;  would 
they  have  a  right  to  attach  as  a  condition  to  that 
consent,  that  the  State  should  submit  to  the  im- 
position of  a  direct  tax,  in  a  mode  different  from 
the  ratio  of  representation  ?     No,  sir,  it  will  not  be 
I  pretended ;  and  yet  there  would  be  as  much  plau- 
j  sibility  in  both  of  these  hypothetical  cases,  as  can 
well  be  conceived  in  any  case  ;  because  the  con- 
ditions stated  in  both,  consist  in  surrendering  rights 
reserved  to  the  States  for  their  benefit;  yet  Con- 
gresscould  notattach  such  conditions.    The  path  of 
duty  would  be  plainly  this  :  if  the  situation  of  the 
applying  States  were  such,  that  the  retjuired  con- 
sent ought  not  to  be  granted,  then  it  would  be 
wrong  to  grant  it  for  any  supposed  equivalent ;  if, 
on    the  contrary,  circumstances  were  such  as  to 
make  the  application  a  proper  one,  then  it  ought 
to  be  granted  without  equivalent.     I  could  state 
other  cases  of  a  similar  character ;  these  will  be 
sufficient  to  show,  that  it  does  not  follow,  because 
we  have  a  power  to  refuse  consent,  therefore  we 
may   impose   conditions   on   that   consent,  when 
granted. 

If  we  were  to  impose  this  condition,  we  should 
commit  a  palpable  violation  of  that  provision  of 
the  Constitution,  which  makes  it  our  duty  to  guar- 
anty to  every  State  in  the  Union  a  republican  form 
of  government.  A  Republican  Grovernment  is 
one  derived  from  ihe  people  to  be  governed  by  it, 
liable  to  be  altered,  reformed,  or  abolished  by  them- 
selves. Yet  we,  whose  sworn  duty  it  is  to  guar- 
anty to  the  people  of  Missouri  a  government 
formed  by  themselves,  are  now  about  to  declare, 
that  in  one  important  particular,  their  constitution 
shall  not  be  such  as  they  desire,  shall  not  be  alter- 
able according  to  their  own  will,  but  shall,  in  the 
first  instance,  be  such  as  we  choose  it  to  be,  and 
shall  not  afterwards  be  altered  without  our  consent. 
Sir,  the  plain  meaning  of  the  Constitution  is  this — 
its  provisions  were  intended  not  only  for  the  States 
which  then  existed,  but  for  such  as  should  there- 
after exist.  As  far  as  they  then  existed,  they  at 
once  became  parties  to  it ;  and  no  man  can  doubt 


f 


1227 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1228 


H.  OP  R. 


Admission  of  Missouri. 


FCBRCABT,  1820. 


but  that  the  new  States  since  formed,  had  they 
then  been  in  being,  would  have  been  received  as 
parties  to  that  family  compact,  and  consequently 
upon  the  terms  therem  contained  ;  but  those  States 
which  did  not  then  exist,  could  not  become  parses  ; 
the  original  States,  therefore,  left  this  Constitution 
as  a  perpetual  power  of  attorney,  empowering 
us,  as  their  agents,  to  receive  new  States  into 
the  Union ;  and  the  various  provisions  of  that  in- 
strument perpetually  accompany  it,  as  the  pre- 
scril)ed  terms  of  such  admission.  If  it  were  other- 
wise, if  we  were  at  liberty  to  impose  what  condi- 
tions we  please  upon  the  new  States,  our  Govern- 
naent  would  present  this  monstrous  anomaly,  that 
the  original  States  had  provided  a  permanent 
Constitution,  as  it  respected  themselves,  alterable 
only  by  themselves,  but  as  it  respects  new  States, 
had  m  effect  given  to  Congress  the  power  of  mak- 
mg  a  constitution  for  them. 

Sir,  there  is  a  plain  process  of  reasoning,  which. 
It  seems  to  me,  will  put  to  rest  all  difficulty  about 
the  relation  in  which  new  States  stand  to  the  old; 
and  perhaps  it  is  because  it  is  plain  that  it  is  not 
observed.     It  will  consi.st  in  propounding  to  the 
Committee  a  series  of  questions,  all  of  which,  I 
undertake   to  affirm,   that   every    member    must 
answer  in  the  affirmative;  and  yet  gentlemen  will 
find  themselves  reduced  to  the  dilemma  of  answer- 
ing them  negatively,  or  of  giving  up  the  proposed 
restriction.     It  might  perhaps  be  sufficient  to  put 
one  general  question  only.     Do  the  various  provi- 
sions of  the  Constitution  apply  to  the  new.  as  well  as 
to  the  old  States^    But  the  Committee  will  pardon 
me  for  pursuing  them  in  detail,  because  by  that  ' 
mode  I  think  we  shall  arrive  at  such  palpable  con-  ' 
elusions  that  the  mind  cannot  withhold  its  a&>ent.  I 
I  will  now  commence  the  catechetical  mode  of' 
argument  which  I  have  just  indicated :— Are  the 
new    States   entitled    to  a  representation    in    this 
House  and,  if  they  be,  is  it  in  proportion  to  their 
iederal   numbers  ?     Are  they  entitled  to  a  repre- 
sentation in  the  Senate,  and,  if  so,  is  it  an  etjual 
representation  ?     Are  they  entitled  to  BUectors  of 
President  and  Vice   President,  and,  if  so,  is  the 
number  to  be  in  the  compound  ratio  of  their  Sen- 
ators and  Representatives?     Are  they  subject  to 
the  legislative  powers  of  Congress,  such  as  that  of 
laying  taxes,  &c.  ?    Are  they  entitled  to  the  bene- 
fit of  the  exemptions  in  the  Constitution,  such  as 
the  protection  against  a  duty  on  exports  ?     Are 
they  subject  to  the  various  prohibitions  in  the  10th 
section  of  the   1st  article,  such  as  that  no  State 
shall  com  money,  &c.  ?    Are  they  entitled  to  th" 
benefit  of  the  provision,  that  the  citizens  of  each 
State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  im- 
munities of  citizens  in  the  several  States  ?    Finally 
do  the  9th  and   10th  articles  of  the  amendments 
extend  to  them,  especially  the   10th,  which  puts 
into   the   shape  of  a  Constitutional    declaration, 
what  would  have  been  the  necessary  rule  of  con- 
struction ;  namely.  That  the  powers  not  delegated 
to  the  United  States,  nor  prohibited  to  the  States, 
are   reserved  to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the 
people  ?     There  is  not,  surely,  a  member  of  this 
^ommittee  who  would  venture  to  answer  one  of 
these  questions  negatively  ;  and  yet,  from  an  affir- 


I  mative  answer  to  them  all,  there  results  an  inevi- 
I  table   conclusion,  that    this  restriction  cannot  be 
I  imposed.     I  have  assumed  that  it  is  impossible  to 
say  nay  to  any  one  of  these  questions ;  but,  to  make 
certainty  more  certain,  let  me  exemplify  in  one 
or  two  instances,  corresponding  to  these  questions. 
[  Can  you  give  a  new  Sute  three  Senators,  or  can 
you  pare  them  down  to  one  ?     Can  you  release 
,  them  from  their  liability  to  your  legislative  power 
by  stipulating,  for  example,  that  they  should  not  be 
I  included  in  the  imposition  of  a  direct  tax  ?     These 
two  cases  present  examples,  the  fir.st  of  a  right  ac- 
quired, the  second  of  an  obligation  contracted,  by 
coming  into  the  F'ederal  Union.     Let  me  now  put 
a  case,  in  relation  to  the  prohibitions  on  the  exercise 
of  State  sovereignty.     Can  you  authorize  a  new 
State  to  coin   money,  or  grant  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal  ?     If  every  member  of  the  Committee 
must  agree  that  you  cannot  do  any  one  of  these 
things,  what,  permit  me  to  ask,  is  the  reason  ?  Can 
the  mind  of  man  conceive  any  other  but  this  great 
and  obvious  principle,  growing  out  of  the  Consti- 
tution—that, coming  into  an  association  of  States, 
bound   to  each  other    by  a  mutual  compact,  the 
terms  of  that  compact  necessarily  apply  to  them, 
and  consequently  impart  to  them' the  same  rights, 
and  impose  upon  them  thesameoblierations  which 
pertained  to  the  elder  members  of  the  Confederacy  ? 
If  this  be  not  the  reason,  I  demand  of  gentlemen 
to  telj  me  what  it  is  ;  but,  whatever  may  be  the 
principle,  it  is  entirely  sufficient  for  all  the  pur- 
poses ol  my  argument,  that  all  agTe<>.  that  the  sev- 
eral provisions  of  the  Constitution,  which  1  have 
before  quoted,  do,  in  point  of  fart,  apply  to,  and 
operate  upon  the  new,  as  much  as  upon  the  old 
States.     If  this  be  the  case,  the  federal  rights  and 
obligations  of  the  new  Stales  and  their  citizens 
are  as  much  fixed  by  the  Constitution  as  those  of 
the  original  States;  the  grants  of  municipal  power 
made  by  the  new  States,  and  the  reservation  of 
the  remainder  to  them,  are  as  much  fixed  by  the 
Constitution  as  are  those  of  the  original  States. 
But  what  IS  settled  by  the  Constitution  cannot  be 
altered  by  law.     If  the  proposed  amendment,  then, 
embrace  a  provision  which  alters,  the  powers  or 
rights  of  the  new  States  or  their  citizens,  in  any 
degree,  either   by  enlarging  or  diminishing  them, 
then  It  IS  void,  as  being  in  conllict  with  the  Con- 
stitution, which,  I  have  just  shown,  has  settled 
those  rights  and  powers,  and  which  is  paramount 
to  the  law. 

I  will  now  endeavor  to  show,  beyond  all  ques- 
tion, that  the  eflect  of  the  proposed  amendment  is 
to  diminish  the  rights  and  powers  of  the  citizens 
^"'^^late  of  Missouri.  When  this  amendment 
shall  be  passed,  a  citizen  of  Missouri  cannot  carry 
into  that  State  slaves  from  any  portion  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  a  citizen  of  Virginia  will  have  the 
right  to  carry  them  into  his  State.  1  ask  you,  sir, 
if  these  two  citizens  be  equal  ?  And  yet  one  of 
the  clauses  of  the  Constitution  which  I  have  re- 
ferred to,  and  which,  I  have  shown,  applies  to  the 
new  States,  declares,  that  "  the  citizens  of  tach 
State  shall  enjoy  all  the  privileges  and  immunities 
of  citizens  in  the  several  States."  It  is  said,  how- 
ever, that  a  citizen  of  Pennsylvania  cannot'carry 
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a  slave  into  that  State,  and  that  therefore  the  citi- 
zen of  Missouri  stands  on  an  equal  footing  with 
him.  I  utterly  deny  the  position.  Gentlemen 
here  reason  from  fact  to  principle.  Although  such 
is  the  law  of  Pennsylvania,  it  is  an  act  of  their 
own  Legislature,  which  they  were  free  to  enact  or 
not,  and  to  repeal  at  their  will;  not  so  with  Mis- 
souri ;  for,  in  the  first  place,  we  in  effect  decree  it 
for  them,  and  then  declare  it  to  be  irreneal- 
able  without  our  consent.  Let  us  leave  all  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  al  liberty,  by  their 
own  legislation,  either  to  retain  or  abolish  sla- 
rery,  and  then  they  are  all  upon  an  equal  foot- 
ing in  noint  of  riylu.  as  by  the  Constitution  they 
axe  declared  to  be;  and  if  they  shall  exercise  that 
right  in  different  ways,  in  the  several  States,  and 
thus  put  themselves  in  different  situations  in  point 
of  fact,  it  is  an  act  of  their  own  will,  with  which 
we  have  nothing  to  do. 

It  is  said,  however,  in  a  memorial  presented  to 
us,  that  this  principle  would  lead  to  monstrous 
consequences ;  that  if  there  were  but  a  single  State 
in  the  Union  which  tolerated  slavery,  this  princi 
pie  would  not  only  enable  the  citizens  of  that  State 
to  carry  slaves  to  a  State  whose  laws  forbade  it, 
but  would  even  enable  citizens  of  the  latter  State 
to  hold  them  contrary  to  their  own  laws.  These 
consequences,  if  they  could  follow,  would  indeed 
be  monstrous;  but  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  show 
that  the  fallacy  of  reasoning  which  leads  to  them 
is  still  more  so.  Our  principle  does  not  claim  for 
the  citizens  of  one  State  greater  privileges  than 
citizens  of  the  other  States  enjoy,  but  the  same 
only.  .\ow  it  is  obvious,  that,  it  a  citizen  of  Vir- 
ginia could  hold  slaves  in  Pennsylvania,  he  would 
enjoy  greater  privileges  than  a  citizen  of  that 
State.  This  obviates  the  first  part  of  the  objec- 
tion ;  the  second  part  is  as  easily  obviated.  I  have 
already  shown  you  that  the  citizens  of  two  States 
are  perfectly  equal  in  point  of  right,  when  they  are 
left  at  liberty  to  retain  or  abolish  slavery.  If  the 
one  retain,  and  the  oth<r  abolish  it,  it  is  the  exer- 
cise ot  their  own  will,  expressed  by  their  own  rep- 
resentatives, which  produces  the  difference  in  their 
situations.  The  true  principle  is  this:  As  in  Vir- 
ginia slavery  is  tolerated,  a  Pennsylvanian  is 
equally  with  a  Virginian  entitled  to  hold  a  slave 
there;  as  in  Pennsylvania  slavery  is  not  tolerated, 
the  citizens  of  neither  State  can  hold  a  slave  there ; 
(but  it  is  competent  for  either  State  to  vary  its 
legislative  provisions  in  this  resi)ect  at  its  own 
will. 

Let  us  now  see  whether  the  proposed  amend- 
ment does  not  diminish  the  powers  of  Missouri  as 
a  State.  The  standard  by  which  to  ascertain  the 
powers  of  a  State  is  furnished,  first,  by  the  grant 
of  legislative  power  to  Congress;  secondly,  by  the 
prohibitions  upon  the  powers  of  the  States.  All 
other  powers  not  included  in  this  grant,  or  in  these 
prohibitions,  remain  with  the  States.  Such  is  the 
explicit  declaration  of  the  10th  article  of  the 
amendments  already  quoted.  Now,  sir,  no  man 
has  pretended  that  the  power  is  granted  to  the 
Federal  Grovernnient  to  abolish  slavery,  or  that  it 
is  prohibited  to  the  States  to  retain  it.  Accord- 
ing to  the  positive  provision  of  the  10th  amend- 


ment, therefore,  it  is  retained  ;  and  yet  gentlemen 
are  now  about  to  exercise  this  power  as  if  it  were 
granted  to  us.  Gentlemen  will  at  once  acknow- 
ledge that  they  would  not  attempt  this  in  relation 
to  the  old  States ;  and  why,  sir  ?  Do  you  answer 
that  all  powers  not  delegated,  nor  prohibited,  are 
reserved  to  them  ?  Then  say  I  you  yourselves 
admit,  that  the  same  article  which  makes  the  res- 
ervation of  powers  in  favor  of  the  old  States,  ap- 
plies to  the  new ;  and,  consequently,  it  cannot  be 
so  construed  as  to  justify,  in  relation  to  the  new 
States,  what  it  forbids  towards  the  old.  If,  then, 
the  prohibitions  and  the  reservations  of  power 
equally  apply  to  the  new  States;  if,  as  I  have 
shown,  it  is  not  competent  for  us  to  enlarge  the 
powers  of  the  States,  either  by  surrendering  any 
of  our  legislative  powers,  or  by  removing  any  of 
the  prohibitions,  it  follows,  neces.sarily,  that  we 
cannot  diminish  them  by  breaking  in  upon  the 
fund  which  they  have  reserved.  The  .same  Con- 
stitution which  contains  the  grant  to  us,  and  the 
prohibition  upon  the  States,  secures  to  them  the 
enjoyment  of  the  remainder. 

It  has  already  been  asked,  with  great  force,  if  we 
can  break  in  upon  this  reserved  stock  at  all,  what 
will  hinder  us  from  taking  all  ?  Gentlemen  have 
felt  the  pressure  of  this  argument ;  they  have  seen 
that,  without  some  limitation,  we  should  be  led 
to  the  consequence  that  we  might  take  all.  To 
avoid  this  they  have  attempted  a  limitation  which 
I  will  show  you,  sir,  is  perfectly  arbitrary.  They 
have  said,  and  such  is  the  language  of  the  Boston 
memorial,  that,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  case, 
we  cannot  take  away  federaf  rights.  It  Would  be 
strange  if  we  could  not  take  away  what  the  Con- 
stitution gives  to  the  States,  and  yet  could  de- 
prive them  of  what  belonged  to  them  in  their  own 
right,  independently  of  the  Constitution.  The  po- 
sition of  gentlemen  would  seem  to  lead  to  this  in- 
ference; and  yet  it  is  impossible  that  they  can 
mean  all  that  their  principles  would  seem  to  em- 
brace. It  is  impossible  they  can  mean  to  say,  that 
all  rights  and  powers  not  federal  can  be  taken 
from  the  States.  It  is  not  a  federal  right,  or  power 
in  the  States,  to  regulate  the  course  of  descents. 
I  have  purposely  selected  this  example,  because  in 
more  than  one  instance  in  the  Federalist  this  very 
case  is  put.  as  showing  that,  by  no  latitude  of  con- 
struction, could  Congress  interfere  with  it ;  and 
yet,  if  there  be  no  other  limitation  upon  us,  except 
that  we  cannot  touch  federal  rights,  we  might 
even  interfere  with  this  subject.  Indeed,  sir,  if 
another  principle  in  the  Boston  memorial  be  cor- 
rect, it  would  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  we  might 
interpose  in  the  regulation  of  descents  ;  it  js  this  : 
that  Congress  might  attach  as  a  condition  to  the 
sale  of  its  lands,  that  the  owners  should  never 
own  slaves.  If  they  could  do  this,  it  would  be 
more  reasonable  that  they  should  have  the  power 
of  regulating  descents.  The  argument  would  stand 
thus:  We  cannot  trust  the  people  of  Missouri  to 
legislate  for  themselves,  because,  possibly,  they 
might  establish  in  their  law  of  descents  the  prin- 
ciple of  primogeniture,  and  might  authorize  the 
perpetuation  of  estates  in  the  eldest  male  by  the 
doctrine  of  entails.     If  they  should  do  this,  they 
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would  create  an  aristocracy  in  the  country  which 
would  be  unfriendly  to  the  principle  of  republican 

fovernment,  which  rests  upon  the  basi>  of  equality. 
Jut  we  are  bound  to  guaranty  to  every  State  in 
the    Union   a  republican   form   of   ffoverninent ; 
therefore  we  will  interfere  with  their  legislation  in 
regulating  the  course  of  descents.     I  apj)eal  to  the 
Committee  whether  this  reasoning  would  not  be 
more  plausible  than  any  which  could  be  urged  in 
favor  of  the  condition  of  not  cultivating  lands  by 
slaves.     Yet  I  hope  no  man  will  contend  that  we 
could  regulate  the  course  of  descents.     There  are 
rights   and  powers  not   federal,  then,  which  we 
cannot  take  away.     To  what  rule  shall  we  resort 
to  ascertain  which  they  are  ?     I  answer,  in  the 
language  of  the  Boston  memorial,  that  it  results, 
•    from  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  that  we  can  de- 
Pr'^e  a  State  of  no  right,  federal  or  municipal, 
which  IS  granted  or  reserved  to  it  by  the  Consti- 
tution.    Take  this  rule,  all  is  plain  and  intelligi- 
ble; discard  it,  and  every  thing  is  involved  in  un- 
certainty and  confusion. 

An  attempt  has  been  made,  however,  to  distin- 
guish this  subject  from  the  general  rule,  arising  out  | 
of  the  Constitution,  upon  this  ground,  that  slavery  j 
was  a  question  adjusted  by  compromise,  and  that  i 
therefore  no  States  but  those  which  were  the  ori- 
ginal parties  to  the  Constitution  can  claim  the 
benefitof  that  compromise;  I  think  it  will  be  found, 
sir,  that  this  position  is  just  as  untenable  as  the 
various  others  from  which  gentlemen  have,  I  trust, 
been  driven.     There  were  other  subjects  besides 
slavery  adjusted  by  compromise ;  I  will  mention 
the  most  prominent  one— that  of  an  equal  repre- 
sentation in  the  Senate.     This  is  incontestably 
proven  by  the  circumstance  that,  in  the  clause  pro- 
viding for  amendmenLs,  it  is  declared  that  the  C'on- 
stitution  shall  not  even  be  so  amended  as  to  deprive 
any  State  of  its  equal  suffrage  in  the  Senate  with- 
out its  own  consent;  this  is  the  only  provision 
which  IS  forever  put  beyond  the  reach  ot  amend- 
ment, in  the  ordinary  mode.     Now,  sir,  this  was 
emphatically  the  work  of  a  compromise  in  a  vitaj 
part  of  the  Constitution  ;  the  principle  of  gentle- 
men, if  true,  would  lead  to  the  conclusion,  that 
the  new  States  were  not  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
this  provision,  because  they  were  not  parties  to  the 
compromise  ;  yet  no  gentleman  will  maintain  this 
position  ;  and  if  he  will  not,  he  must  give  up  the 
other  upon  the  subject  of  slavery.     Gentlemen 
complain  of  what  they  consider  injustice,  in  the 
Soutliern  representation  being  increased  by  their 
slaves ;  if  they  could  even  show  this,  yet  they  could 
not  in  this  way  attempt  to  alter  it.   But,  upon  their 
own  grounds,  I  am  prepared  to  show  that  the  hard- 
ship is  on  our  side  ;  for  this  purpose,  I  beg  leave 
to  introduce  to  your  attention  Virginia  and  Indi- 
ana ;  the  whole  representation  of  Virginia  in  this 
House  is  twenty-three,  of  which  number  she  is  en- 
titled to  sixteen  from  her  free  population,  and  to 
seven  from  her  slaves;  Indiana  in  this  House,  is 
entitled  to  one  member ;  Virginia,  then,  has  a  right 
to  sixteen  times  as  many  members  liere  as  Indi- 
ana, even  from  her  free  population :  but,  in  the 
Senate,  Indiana,  by  a  provision  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, irrevocable  without  her  own  consent,  is  equal 
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to  Virginia.     It  thus  appears  that,  whilst  in  one 
,  House,  Virginia,  by  her  slaves,  receives  an  increase 
I  ol  less  than  one  half  her  representation  ;  Indiana, 
:  in  the  other,  has  her  relative  weight  multiplied 
;  fifteen  times,  and  that,  too,  as  I  have  shown,  by 
an  irrepealable  provision  of  the  Constitution,  with- 
out her  own  consent.     Whilst  Virginia  is  liable, 
by  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution  even  against 
I  her  consent,  to  be  deprived  of  that  part  of  her  rep- 
;  resentation  which  she  derives  from  her  slaves,     1 
i  will  say  nothing  about  our  being  taxed  on  account 
j  of  our  slaves,  in  the  same   proportion   in  which 
I  they  increase  our  representation,  as  that  has  been 
I  already  presented  to  you. 

I      But,  say  gentlemen,  the  powers  which  the  Con- 
i  stitution  does  not  give  us,  we  can  get  from  the 
several   States  by  compact.     They  say  that  both 
the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Missouri  are 
competent  to  make  a  contract;  and  that  if  the  one 
party  make  a  proposition,  and  the  other  accept  it, 
this  is  obligatory  on  them  both.    Even  if  this  prin- 
-ciple  were  true,  an  abundant  answer  is  furnished 
by  an  argument  which  I  believe  has  been  already 
urged,  and  which  I  shall  therefore  only  state,  with- 
out pursuing  it ;  it  is  that,  by  the  treaty,  which 
was  a  compact  prior  in  fwint  of  time,  and  para- 
mount in  point  of  obligation,  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri have  acquired  certain  rights,  that  therefore  it 
IS  not  competent  for  you  merely  because  you  are 
the  stronger  to  say,  that  you  will  not  comply  with 
Its  stipulations,  unless  they  will  agree  to  another 
compact,  the  effect  of  which  will  be,  to  deprive 
them  of  one  of  the  rights  which  I  shall  attempt 
hereafter  to  show,  when  I  come  to  speak  of  the 
treaty  more  at  large,  it  gave  them. 

But  let  us  examine  the  gentleman's  proposition 
as  to  the  competency  of  the  United  States  and  the 
States  to  maJte  compacts.     It  is  true  only  in  a 
very  qualified  sense,  as  I  will  now  attempt  to  show 
you.     The  Constitution  authorizes  Congress  to 
procure  by  cession  a  seat  of  Government,  and  by 
purchase,  sites  for  forts,  arsenals,  &c.,  from  the 
several  States  ;  it  authorizes  the  States,  by  consent 
of  Congress,  to  make  compacts  with  each  other, 
and  with  foreign  Powers;  probably  the  power  to 
admit  new  States,  connected  with  the  prohibition 
to  form  them  out  of  the  territory  of  others,  with- 
out the  consent  of  Congress  and  the  States  con- 
cerned, will  iustifv  Uie  ces.sion  of  territory  by  the 
States,  for  the  sole  purpose  however  of  forming 
republicau  States.     Now,  sir,  (pio  ad  the  particu- 
lar subjects  which  I  have  mentioned,  the  Consti- 
tution imparts  to  the  United  States,  as  the  case 
may  be,  a  competency  to  contract;  if  gentlemen 
mean  to  extend  that  competency  one  iota  beyond 
^5*^^=*" Ejects,  then  I  utterly  deny  their  principle. 
VVe  have  been  referred  to  many  compacts  which 
have   been   made   by  Congress   and   the  several 
States;  without  yielding  to  the  force  of  prece- 
dents, if  not  justified  bv  the  Constitution,  but  pro- 
testing against  them,  I  think  I  can  venture  to  say 
that  most  if  not  all  the  compacts  referred  to  will 
be  found  to  be  of  the  description  which  I  hare 
mentioned.     But  we  have  been  referred  to  some 
of  the  stipulations  of  those  compacts,  particularly 
between  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  and  hare  been 
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asked,  whence  was  the  power  derived  to  make 
them?  It  has  already  been  shown  that  the  Con- 
stitution gives  them  the  power,  with  the  assent  of 
Congress,  to  make  compacts,  subject  of  course  to 
the  limitation,  that  they  do  not  violate  that  instru- 
ment. As  to  the  stipulations  themselves,  it  will 
be  found  that  almost  all  of  them  arc  mere  declara- 
tions of  what  would  otherwise  have  existed  by  vir 


much  as  any  Government  in  Europe,  But  it  is 
asked,  whether  it  is  essential  to  sovereignty  that  a 
Slate  should  have  slavery  in  its  bosom  ?  I  an- 
swer no,  sir  ;  but  it  is  of  the  very  essence  of  sover- 
eignty that  a  State  should  have  the  power  of  de- 
ciding for  itself,  whether  it  will  or  will  not  tolerate 
slavery.  Gentlemen  pressed  by  this  reasoning,  re- 
treat to  another  ground  ;  they  say  that  slavery  is  a 


tue  of  the  Constitution  ;  for  example,  Kentucky  •  moral  wrong,  and  as  such  cannot  be  the  subject  of 
shall  bear  her  equal  part  of  the  public  debt ;  the  •  .... 

navigation  of  the  Ohio  shall  be  common  between 
-the  cilizensof  the  two  States;  non-residents' lands, 
being  citizens  of  Virginia,  shall  not  be  taxed  higher 
than  the  residents  :  the  first  provision  is  the  inevi- 
table consequence  of  Kentucky  becoming  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Union,  whereupon  she  was  liable  to  her 
Eroportion  of  taxation  ;  the  second  and  third  are 
oth  emphatically  embraced  by  the  provision,  that 
the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  enjoy  the  privileges 
and  immuaities  of  citizens  of  the  several  States. 
The  same  remarks  apply  to  almost  all  the  stipula- 
tions in  the  compacts  between  Congress  and  the 
States ;  if  an  exception  can  be  found,  I  have  only 
to  say  that  we  cannot  justify  one  violation  of  the 
Constitution  by  another.  The  question  here,  how- 
ever, is  of  an  entirely  different  kind  ;  it  is  not  a 
question  about  the  ces.sion  of  territory  between 
Congress  and  a  State,  nor  about  ac&mpact  between 
two  States,  containing  provisions  to  secure  a  com- 
munity of  rights  and  privileges  between  their  citi- 
zens which  the  Constitution -itself  secured  ;  but  it 
is,  whether  Congress  can,  by  a  compact  with  a 
State,  obtain  from  that  Slate  a  surrender  of  any 
portion  of  its  sovereignty  ?  Let  us  put  a  case,  and 
one  in  relation  to  an  old  Suite,  for  I  think  I  may 
now  assume  that  the  old  and  new  stand  on  the 
same  ground.  Would  Virginia,  then,  be  bound 
by  a  contract  made  with  Congress,  by  which  she 
should  stipulate  to  establish  a  particular  course  of 
descents,  or  a  particular  code  of  criminal  jurispru- 
dence? No,  sir,  the  member  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  Sergeant,)  after  quoting  so  many  compacts 
which  did  not  apply,  acknowledged  that,  if  the 
one  now  proposed  would  in  anv  degree  impair  the 
sovereignty  of  Missouri,  it  could  not  be  sustained. 
Now,  sir,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  only  necessary 
to  define  what  sovereignty  is,  with  the  aid  of  this 
concession,  to  show  that  the  amendment  must  be 
abandoned.  A  State,  to  be  sovereign  and  inde- 
pendent, must  govern  itself  by  its  own  authority 
and  laws,  without  the  interference  of  any  foreign 
Power. 

I  ask,  then,  if  this  amendment  prevail,  will  Mis- 
souri govern  herself  by  her  own  authority  and 
laws,  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  slavery  i  On 
the  contrary,  do  we  not,  by  the  amendment,  say 
to  her  that  she  shall  in  the  first  instance  submit  to 
our  will,  contrary  to  her  own,  and  that  not  by  an 
act  of  ordinary  legislation,  but  by  one  which  we 
require  to  be  made  irrevocable  without  our  con- 
sent? If  it  be  said  that  ours  is  not  a  foreign  in- 
terference, I  answer  in  the  language  which  I  have 
formerly  used,  that,  as  to  any  subject  over  which 
a  power  is  not  given  to  the  General  Government, 
and  I  trust  I  have  proven  this  is  one  of  that  kind, 
that  Government  w  a  foreign  one  to  the  States,  as 


sovereignty  ;  I  answer  that  it  is  essential  to  sover- 
eignty, and  the  highest  act  of  its  exercise,  to  de- 
cide what  is  embraced  within  its  limits,  and  that 
the  very  act  of  one  Government  attempting  to  de- 
cide this  question  for  another,  is  a  glaring  viola- 
I  tion  of  the  sovereignty  of  that  other  ;  I  answer 
further,  that  sovereignty,  in  relation  to  the  internal 
i  concerns  of  a  State,  has  no  limits  but  the  dificre- 
;  tion  and  moral  sense  of  the  State  itself,  unless  it 
1  relate  to  a  subject  the  power  over  which  has  been 
specially  delegated,  and  it  has  been  the  purpose  of 
my  whole  argument  to  prove  that  this  has  not  been 
so  delegated.  Suppose  that  a  State,  like  ancient 
Sparta,  should  by  its  laws  even  sanction  the  bar- 
barous practice  of  putting  their  Helots  to  death  ; 
suppost-  that  it  was  so  lost  to  the  moral  sense  as  to 
permit  the  most  enormous  crimes  against  the  laws 
of  morality  or  religion  to  escape  with  impunity; 
have  we  the  power  to  interfere  in  these  matters  of 
municipal  legislation,  unless  it  be  in  relation  to  a 
subject  over  which  the  Constitution  gives  us 
power  ?  I  must  be  pardoned  for  repeating,  that 
we  have  no  more  than  one  of  the  Governments  of 
Europe. 

But  in  whatever  light  we  look  upon  the  subject 
of  slavery,  whether  as  a  moral  wrong  or  not,  whe- 
ther as  a  rightful  subject-matter  of  sovereign  power 
or  not,  we  know  that  it  existed  in  many  of  the  old 
States  at  the  formation  of  the  Constitution;  that 
it  has  continued  to  exist ;  that  there  are  several 
clauses  in  the  Constitution,  which  have  direct  re- 
ference to  it,  giving  protection  to  the  master  in 
reclaiming  the  services  of  his  slave,  and  conferring 
political  power,  and  creating  a  liability  to  taxa- 
tion, with  an  acknowledged  view  to  this  kind  of 
{>opulation  ;  this  is  admitted  by  all  to  be  the  case, 
as  It  respects  the  old  States,  I  hare  shown,  again 
and  again,  that  the  new  States  and  their  citizens 
have  all  the  rights,  privileges,  immunities,  and 
powers  of  the  old  States.  It,  then,  it  be  a  right, 
or  if  you  please  a  wrong,  in  the  old  States,  and 
their  citizens,  to  hold  slaves  beyond  our  control, 
then  the  new  States  and  their  citizens  claim  the 
same  right,  or  the  same  wrong,  call  it  by  what 
name  you  please. 

It  has  been  said  by  the  two  gentlemen  from  Penn- 
sylvania, (Messrs.  Hemphill  and  Sergeant,)  that 
the  States  had  the  right  to  admit  new  States  upon 
conditions  to  be  prescribed  by  themselves ;  and  it 
has  been  asked,  what  has  become  of  that  power  ? 
If  they  have  given  to  Congress  the  simple  power 
of  admission,  is  the  other  part  of  the  power  anni- 
hilated, or  does  it  yet  remain  with  the  States? 
To  these  questions  I  answer,  without  difficulty, 
that  the  States  did  possess  the  power  of  admitting 
upon  condition ;  that  this  part  of  their  power  is 
neither  annihilated,  nor  does  it  remain  with  them ; 
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that  they  have  given  to  Congress  the  power  to  ad- 
mit; and  that  they  have  declared  the  terms  and 
conditions  of  that  admission,  in  the  various  pro- 
Tisions  of  the  Constitution. 

Sir,  the  conclusion  of  the  whole  matter  is  this: 


ney  to  be  paid,  as  the  consideration  of  the  cession, 
must  be  appropriated  by  Congress;  yet  between  us' 
and  foreign  Powers,  there  in  no  organ  by  which  a 
contract  can  be  made,  whatever  may  be  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  it,   but  that  department  which   is 


Tk^  ifof^    TT r"  "••—"—"':■  -^  »"".  I  jcvi-iuaticr  ui   ii,   uui   mai  uepartment  which   is 

1  he  fetates  which  were  the  origmal  parties  to  the  I  authorized  to  make  treaties.     If  the  trcaiv   when 
Constitution,  have  given  to  Congress  the  power  of  |  made,  relates  to  a  subject  which,  by  the  Co'nstitu 
extending    indefinite  v    the   tprritnrv   nvt.r  u/m/.!.    t,^,,   <mi^  ,.r;,u;„  .i.„  :...  ...i:  — •  '     -^  ^  ,,     «"  w»u 


extending  indefinitely  the  territory  over  which 
their  dominion  is  to  be  exercised,  by  the  admission 
of  new  States ;  but  they  have  not  given  to  Con- 
gress the  right  to  increase  their  capital  stock  of 


lion,  falls  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress,  it 
results,  from  the  nature  of  our  Grovemment  and 
the  distribution  of  itb  powers,  that  Congress  can- 
not, without  their  own  assent,  by  the  mere  opera- 


"  ■  ,"     .         ,  .        ,       ,    ;    — I -v^v,..  v».    uv/i,  niiijuuv  men  «jv*ii  itM<-ui,  ov  ine  mere  oDera- 

power,  either  by  taking,  hv  their  own  will  or  by  tion  of  the  treaty,  be  bound  to  execute  its  provis- 
the  joint  will  of  themselves  and  any  Slate  or  '  ions.  But  when  that  assent  is  given,  more  espe- 
States,  any  attribute  of  their  sovereignly  ;  the  first  penally  when,  a.  in  this  case  it  is  shown,  bv  the 
would  be  an  injury  to  the  mdividual  State  from  acceptance  and  actual  disposition  of  the  subject- 
which  It  was  taken,  the  second  would  be  an  in-  i  matter  acquired,  then  a  refusal  to  comply  with  the 
jury  to  an  the  States  which  compose  the  Confed- 1  conditions  of  the  acquisition  would  be  in  viola- 
f.T.L  kV":  'T/^'i^^  P°*"  o*"  t^ongress  tion,  not  only  of  the  moral  duty  imposed  by  the 
is  fixed  by  the  terms  of  the  Constitution  in  a  man-  ;  Constitution,  but  also  of  the  plighted  faith  of  the 
ner  irrevocable  except  m  the  mode  prescrib,'d  for  nation.  What  are  the  facts  n  the  present  case  ? 
amendment;  the  States  have  not  intrusted  to  any  Congress  have  taken  possession  of  ^hrTerritrry 
body  of  nien  on  earth  a  power  which  might  ena-  j  purchased  ;  they  have  jiaid  almost  the  whole  con 

.Hi.^t!>H  .f'"'^  'K  ^•'"'''  ^'^"^''  "^^''^  '^  ^"^"^»'°"  '  ^^^^/have  derived  large  sums  of  money 
adjusted  with  so  much  care  in  the  Constitution ;  i  from  the  actual  sale  of  the  Iand:and,  by  reZt^ 
they  have  not  left  it  to  Congress  to  make  the  new  acts  of  legislation,  have  in  various  waysVe^cm^ 
States  either  greater  or  smaller  than  themselves,  j  authority Iner  the  people  and  soil.  We  are  'hen 
but  have  made  their  own  political  dimensions,  as  '  as  much  bound  by  Vur  own  assent,  in  this  cise  as 
marked  out  m  the  Constitution   the  precise  stand- I  a  private  mafi   whose   agent   has'   Jurchas^d 'an 

^nll°L\.^^™?''''"I°l'^T^''''^^  »>•"''  ^"f>J«^»  »°  mortgage^ would  be  to 

come  into  their  family  by  adontion.  :  discharge  that  mortgage,  if,  whh  a  knowledge  of 

f  ^''''"'AS.T  '"•  T""^  ''^  '^'  '"""""^^  °''  '^'  '^^  encmnbrance,  he  to^k  possession  of  t^e  Sate 
treaty  of  803  upon  this  question.  The  third  art.-  i  and,  either  by  cuHivation  or^ale,  r^ei ved  thel^n- 
cle  provides :    '  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  1  efit  of  the  purchase. 

'  ThTilZ^t.t  '""'r^^'^'f,  '"  '^'  ""'^"  "^ '  Assuming  It,  then,  to  be  proven  that  we  are  un- 
'  hi.  ,..^  '.l"'^  admitted  as  soon  as  possi-    der  the  double  obligation,  first,  of  moral  duty  and 

ble  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal    secondly,  of  plightld  faith,  to  admit  Missour   into 
Sv.'n,r°"'   °/'  ^"J^y'"^"^  «.»  »"  'he  rights,    the  Union,  aid  to  extend 'to  her  cit^enTal    "he 
MfnllnT,',^"'^  immunities,  ot  citizens  of  the  |  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citizens  of 
United  btates;  and,  m  the  meantime,  they  shall    the  United  State.s  the  next  question  wh  ch  nre 
be^/^'.°tamedand  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  i^nts  itself  is  thislwhat  are  tho^r^hts  advan 
of  their  liberty-,  property,  and  the  religion  which  ;  tages,   and    immunities  ?     And  Tere    s^ '    iTg 
Ltif,r    ?..  An  attempt  has  been  made  to  i  le7ve  to  refer  to  the  various  provision;  of  'he  Con^ 
assail  the  validity  of  this  article,  upon  the  ground,  '  stitution,  which  I  have  already  exammed  as  show- 
hat  it  was  an   interlerence  on   the   part  of  the    mg  what  they  are-^laim.nr^>rthe  !S?i^e  a^d 
^eat>^making    department   of   our  Government,  •  citizens  of  Missouri  the  same  powers  and   rights 
with  the  power  of  Congress,  to  whom  authority  is    precisely,  as  by  the  Constitution  are  recoJni^di^ 
given   by  the  Constitution  to  admit  new  States,    belonging  to  the  original  SutS^  eXr  by  g  ani  Tr 
tl  ^'^am/n^tton  of  this  objection  will  show  '  reservation,  and,  among  others'  the  r^wef  ?n  the 

X  m'treUtl"  oTtheir  Jottitiu ''  T^r''""^  '^^^^'  '^  '^'^  ^ "  "'"'  '"  -^"'ate  UsTn  m7ernal 
power,  in  me  exercise  ot  their  Constitutional  func-    concerns,  and  to  decide  for  itself  whether  it  will 

tSr  LT^rtht?oTa '^rf  VT^H  '''''''  ''^  i  ^'^'^"^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^  ^^'^  '^  •  "houIi'so'tui.Th  ^S 
iln!Z^fL        ^r  .  ^?  ''^  ^^h"'^  ^'■^  "*^^  '  '»  '^^  citizens  to  the  slaves  which  they  now  hold 

has1"rS;en  qu:U''tha?tt?  h'  tt  "^"'  i ''  ^^T  ^"'"^^  P^°^^"y'  -<^  ^°  -H"-  and  carry' 
nas  just  t)een  quoted,  that  they  should  be  mcor-  |  into  that  State  other  .slaves  from  an v  oortion  of 
porated  m   the  Union,  and  admitted,  as  .soon  as  !  the  United  States  ^  ^ 

jwssible,  to  a  participation  in  all  the  rights,  advan-  |      The  gentleman  from   Pennsylvania  f  Mr    Ser- 

sTe's  "nZTJnTf  T'^V^:^^'  "''•'"^  '  GE.NT)^b.ected,  that  the  "rms  of  tlie  \reity  em- 
n^n'r..       ^  .      '  '^  a  contract,  by  the  power  in  [  braced  onfy  the  inhabitants  residing  there  at  iL 

QU  sSon Tf'^lr'"?^'  1"  ™"'''  '"^  ^""^  1^"^  ^^-  ^^''-  ^*'^'  »hen,  sir,  is  the  cTndi^tifn  of  he  ch  N 
rt  i^LLr^  r      ^ ''"'°'5^' "P^r^"^^^^^^  inh;bit;nts,  and  what  has  It  \^n 

not   in  violation  ot   our  Cnnstitnfmn    Kilt    ,n  A,..^t     *•  .  .1 '.       .      .  .  .     u^rvu 


not  in  violation  of  our  Constitution,  but  in  direct 
accordance  with  it.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  according 
to  the  distribution  of  power  among  the  respective 


lor  the  seventeen  years  which  have  elapsed  since 
that  period  7  Will  the  gentleman  say  that  the 
provisions  of  the  treaty  do  not  extend  to  them? 


dpnartm«>nfe  «f  ^..    Vv — -"6  — ---ip^^w't:  j.ru visions  oi  me  ireaty  oo  not  extend   to  them? 

inXvoT^f  .K     «"';i^^^'-°™^'^''  the  .stipulations  As  well  might  it  be  said  that  those  who  are  bL 

ir^rlS  K    ^''^'^  country,  are  to  be  actually  in  a  country  after  the  formation  of  its  constU™ 

performed  by  Congress ;  in  like  mannner,  the  mcv  tion,  are  not  entitled  to  share  in  it,  Snefits    What 
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too,  let  me  ask,  sir,  is  the  condition  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States  who  have  removed  to  that  coun- 
try, having  purchased  lands  from  us?  They  are 
entitled  to  claim  the  benefit,  in  my  opinion,  of  the 
treaty  and  Constitution  both ;  but,  beyond  all 
doubt,  the  moment  the  State  of  .Missouri  is  admit- 
ted into  the  Union,  the  Constitution,  by  the  pro- 
vision which  1  have  so  often  quoted,  secures  to 
them  an  equality,  a  community  of  privileges  and 
immunities,  with  their  fellow-citizens  throughout 
the  United  States;  and  gives  to  the  Stales,  as 
such,  equal  rights  and  powers  with  the  other  States 
of  the  Union,  the  extent  of  which  I  have  already 
shown. 

The  next  clause  from  which  the  right  to  impose 
this  restriction  is  derived,  is  that  which  gives  us 
power  to  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations 
respecting  the  territory  of  the  United  Stales.  1 
do  not  propose  to  go  into  the  general  question,  how 
far  our  power  extends  over  the  territories,  as  such: 
that  question  will  hereafler  be  distinctly  presented 
to  our  consideration.  Deferring,  therefore,  the 
general  inquiry  till  that  occasion,  I  beg  leave  to 
remind  the  Committee  that,  as  it  res|)ects  the  now 
Territory  of  Missouri,  we  have,  by  one  of  our 
own  regulations,  given  it  a  legislative  body  ;  that 
we  have  extended  to  that  body  the  whole  power 
of  legislation,  subject  only  to  the  limitation  that 
their  laws  shall  not  be  inconsistent  with  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  United  Stales;  a  limita- 
tion to  which  every  State  in  the  Union  is  equally 
subject :  the  question  of  slavery  is  one  of  a  legis- 
lative character  ;  it,  therefore,  already  belongs  to 
them  to  decide  it  by  our  own  grant.  Let  me  ask 
gentlemen,  can  a  grant  of  political  power  be  re- 
voked at  the  will  of  those  who  grant  it  ?  Would 
it  not  excite  some  surprise  in  this  hall,  to  talk  of 
revoking  a  common  charter  of  incor|K)ration,  such 
as  that  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  unless 
for  some  cause  of  forfeiture  of  that  charter  ?  I  do 
not  mean  now  to  say  what  the  extent  of  the  legis- 
lative power  is,  in  relation  to  that  subject ;  some 
modern  writers  of  merit  seem  to  countenance  the 
idea  that  there  are  strong  cases,  in  which  it  would 
be  a  legitimate  exercise  of  power;  but  of  this 
I  am  sure,  that  this  House  would  not  under- 
take to  revoke  the  most  common  charter  which 
they  had  granted,  unless  for  .some  act  of  forfeiture ; 
and  yet  it  seems  to  be  thought  by  many  an  act 
quite  of  ordinary  legislation,  to  revoke  the  most 
exalted  ciiarter  which  can  be  created — that  of  the 
grant  of  legislative  power.  If  you  can  take  from  a 
Territory  a  power  of  this  kind,  when  once  granted, 
what  would  hinder  you  from  repealing  the  \ery 
act  by  which  you  would  admit  the  same  Territory 
into  the  Union  ?  They  are  both  grants  of  politi- 
cal power,  differing  only  in  degree.  But,  sir,  let 
this  question  be  as  it  may  concerning  the  Terri- 
tories, all  further  inquiry  into  which  I  shall  defer 
till  that  subject  comes  up,  it  has  no  application  to 
the  present  case,  which  is  the  admission  of  a  Slate. 
Whatever  is  our  power  over  the  Territories,  it 
is  acknowledged  that  it  co-exists  with  the  Ter- 
ritorial condition,  and  that  when  that  ceases  the 
power  over  them,  as  such,  ceases  also.  It  is  ac- 
knowledged, that  we  could  not  impose  this  condi- 


tion after  the  State  is  admitted ;  and  yet  it  is  con- 
tended, that  it  may  be  done  just  before  its  admission, 
by  virtue  of  a  Territorial  power,  which  must  ne- 
cessarily exist,  at  the  moment  when  the  admission 
takes  place:  in  a  word,  it  is  argued  that,  by  virtue 
of  a  power  confessedly  temporary,  we  can  impose 
a  condition,  in  its  character  perpetual,  if  we  so 
will.  I  cannot  .show  the  glaring  impropriety  of 
this  position  in  so  palpable  a  mode,  as  by  likening 
it  to  a  case  of  municipal  law.  Let  us  put  the 
case  of  guardian  and  ward.  A  guardian  has  power 
to  make  leases  of  his  ward's  land,  during  his  min- 
ority, and  to  expire  with  it ;  the  moment  after  his 
ward  reaches  majority,  he  has  no  power  over  the 
estate  ;  and  yet,  sir,  upon  the  principle  now  con- 
tended for,  he  might  enter  into  a  contract  the  day 
before  the  minority  ceased,  which  would  bind  the 
ward  and  his  heirs  forever.  If  such  a  proposition 
as  this  were  stated  in  the  judicial  ball,  in  another 
part  of  this  Capitol,  the  gentleman  would  be  told 
that  it  could  not  even  be  received  for  discus.sion. 

The  next  clause  in  the  Constitution,  from  which 
the  power  to  impose  this  restriction  is  attempted 
to  be  derived,  is  that  by  which  it  is  declared 
"Thai  migration  or  importation  of  such  persons 
'  as  any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall  think 
'  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  prior  to 
'  the  year  1808."  Under  this  it  is  contended,  that 
slaves  may  be  prevented  from  passing  from  one 
Slate  to  another.  It  has  already  been  properly 
said,  that  if  that  were  the  correct  construction,  it 
ought,  being  legislative  power,  to  be  executed  by 
an  act  of  Congress,  having  equal  effect  upon  all 
the  Slates,  and  not  by  an  irrevocable  compact, 
operating  on  one  only.  But,  sir,  independently 
of  this  objection,  there  are  two  other  answers  to 
the  argument  attempted  to  be  derived  from  this 
clause,  which  I  consider  conclusive.  The  first  is, 
that  the  word  migration  implies  to  freemen,  not 
$lavtf.  The  origin  and  received  acceptation  of  the 
term  prove  this.  I  think  I  can  show  it,  too,  by  re- 
ference to  the  probable  object  of  the  clause,  and 
the  conflicting  interests  of  different  sections  of  the 
country  which  it  attempted  to  reconcile. 

Let  It  be  recollected  that  the  Constitution  enti- 
tled the  slaveholding  States  to  a  representation 
founded,  in  a  certain  proportion,  upon  their  slave 
population.  Now,  sir,  I  think  it  fair  to  conclude, 
as  it  was  agreed  that  Congress  should  not  have  the 
power  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  prior 
to  1808,  by  which  importation  the  representation, 
of  the  slaveholding  States  would  be  increased,  that 
the  jealousy  of  the   non-alaveholding  States  re- 

Jjuired  as  an  offset  to  this,  that  the  migration  of 
ree  persons,  by  which  their  representation  would 
be  increased,  should  not  be  prohibited  till  the  same 
period.  But,  sir,  there  is  an  answer,  arising  from 
the  phra.seology  of  the  clause,  which  seems  to  me 
to  put  an  end  to  the  question  ;  the  words  are :  "  The 
migration  or  importation  of  such  persons  as  any  of 
the  Stales  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  ad> 
mil,  shall  not  be  prohibited.''  Now,  this  word 
'■'■  admit,^'^  proves  incontestablv  that  the  word  migra- 
tion, whether  it  relates  to  free  persons  or  slaves, 
looks  to  persons  coming  from  abroad  ;  for,  if  they 
were  already  in  the  States,  they  could  not  be  ad- 
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mitted.  Sir,  it  would  be  a  solecism  in  lanffuace, 
to  Ulk  of  admitting  a  man  mto  a  house,  who  was 
already  in  it. 

The  last  source  from  which  gentlemen  have 
sought  the  power  of  impasing  this  restriction  is 
the  clause  which  authorizes  Congress  "  to  regulate 
commerce  amongst  the  several  States."     Sir   vou 
have  already  been   properly  told  that  this  c'lause 
meant  only  to  enable  Congress,  by  uniform  and 
equal  regulations,  to  prevent  one  State  from  im- 
peding  injurious   duties   upon   the  commerce  of 
others,  passing  through  its  jurisdiction.     This  is 
proven   first,  by  the  exposition  given  of  that  power 
by  the  I'ederalist,  where  the  principle  just  men- 
tioned IS  stated  as  the  reason  which  led  to   ili 
adoption      I  will  add,  that  a  striking  exemplifica- 
Uon  of  the  principle  will   be  found  in  the  relative 
situation  of  the  States  of  New  York,  Connecticut, 
and  New  Jersey  ;  it  is  proven,  also,  bv  those  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution  which  forbid  Congress 
from  giving,  by  any  regulation  of  commerce,  a 
prvlerence  to  the  ports  ot  one  State  over  those  of 
another,  and  declaring  that  vessels  bound  to  or 
from  one  State,  shall  not  be  obliged  to  enter,  clear 
or  pay  duties  m  another.  •     ' 

You  have  been  properly  told,  also,  in  relation  to 
this  clause,  as  to  that  concerning  migration,  that 
It  It  touch  the  case  at  all,  it  is  a  legislative  power 
andmu^,  m  its  operation,  affect  all   the  States 
alike.     To  show  to  the  Committee  the  glaring  im- 
propriety of  this  amendnient,  as  resting  for  its  sup- 
port upon  this  clause,  permit  me  for  a  moment  to 
present  to  you  the  shape  of  a  bill,  having  an  ap- 
propriate title,  and    followed   by  the  enactments 
which  gentlemen  propose.     As  I   have  shown  to 
you  that  the  new  States  have  all  the  rights  of  the 
old,  indulge  me  so  far  as  to  substitute  Maryland 
for  Missouri      The  appropriate  title,  then,  as  de- 
rived from  the  language  ol  the  Constitution,  would 
be,     an  act  to  regulate  commerce  in  slaves  amongst 
the  several  States."     Now,  sir,  for  the  enaclmelt, 
just  such  in  substance  as  gentlemen  propose :  "  B^ 
^  it  enacted  by  the  Senate,  Ac,  that  heVeafter  no 
slave  shall  migrate  from  any  part  of  the  United 
«    K  n^l  'T  Maryland ;    that  the  children  who 
sba  1  be  hereafter  bom,  of  all  the  slaves  now  in 
that  State, shall  be  free;  and  that  Maryland  shall 
provide  for  this  by  an  act  irrevocable  without  the 
consent  of  Congress."     Such  a  bill  would  indeed 
be  like  the  painting  of  Horace,  with  a  human 
head,  but  m  another  part  resembling  the  fish.     I 
should  like  to  see  such  an  act,  with  such  a  title 
published    in    the    Intelligencer.      liimra  teneatd 
amun?     Would  not  Maryland  naturally  inquire 
why  single  this  State  out,  and  put  it  under  your 
prohibition  ?     Sir,  if  you  mean  to  regulate  com- 
merce, then  It  must  be  amongst  the  several  States  • 
^t,  according  to  this  law,  a  slave  may  migrate  to' 
Virginia,  but  he  cannot  migrate  to  Maryland-  it 
IS  liable,  then,  to  the  strong  objection  that  it  is  in- 
equal  and  partial  in  its  operation.     But,  sir,  Mary- 
land would   press  you  with  other  objections  of  an 
unanswerable  kind;  she  would  tell  you  that  com- 
merce, ea:  vt  termini,  implies  buying  and  sellinc 
an  exchange  of  equivalents;  but  your  law  will 
embrace  many  cases  where  there  is  no  buying  and 
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selling,  no  exchange  of  equivalents,  and,  conse- 
quently, no  commerce  to  regulate.  She  would 
instance  the  case  of  slaves  being  derived  to  a  citi- 
zen of  Maryland,  by  intestacy,  by  devise,  or  bv 
marriage.  She  would  state  the  case  of  a  citizen 
ol  another  State,  removing  to  Maryland,  and  car- 
rvmg  his  own  slaves  with  him  ;  in  not  one  of 
these  cases  is  there  the  slightest  pretence  of  com- 
merce ;  and  yet  your  law  would  embrace  them  all 
She  would  tell  you,  too,  that  if  she  were  to  pass 
any  act  at  all,  she  must  consult  her  own  will  her 
own  views  of  expediency  ;  and  that  what  she  en- 
j  acted,  she  claimed  the  power  to  rei)eal,  without 
j  consulting  Congress. 

H'But,  sir,  the  strongest  objection   lies  yet  behind 
;  \."* '^^  ^^'<=^  ^  *»ave  supposed,  upon  the  model 
I  o    this  amendment,  emancipates  the  children  of 
;  all  the  slaves  now  in  Maryland.     Is  this,  too,  a 
;  regulation  of  commerce  ?     It  is  a  contradiction 'in 
terms  to  give  it  such  a  name.     This  last  part  of 
,  the  bill,  sir,  is  most  alarming  in   its  consequences 
;  for  It  goes  directly  to  the  emancipation  of  slavery 
I  throughout  the  whole  United  States,  after  the  pres- 
!  ent  generation  shall  become  extinct ;  that  is,  m  the 
'  life  of  one  man— for,  whilst  the  candles  are  all 
j  l*'?''"'"^  though  millions  may  be  embraced,  yet  the 
i  life  of  the  longest  liver  terminates  the  period.  And 
,  have  you  the  power  to  emancipate  the  children  of 
,  acknowledged  slaves?     Yes,  says  one  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Hemphill,)  for  he  ask- 
ed, can  a  man  have  a  vested  interest  in  an  unborn 
human  being?     And  he  answered,  no.     If  this  be 
the  doctrine,  sir,  though   that  gentleman  did  not 
apply  It  and  I  believe  did   not  intend   to  apply  it 
I  to  the  old  States,  1  repeat  again,  that  it  proclaims 
,  umversal  emancipation,  after  failure  of  the  present 
generation  of  slaves.     Sir,  it  is  of  no  importance 
that  the  present  Congress  do  not  apply  it ;  we  are 
but  actors  who  fret  our  busy  hour  upon  the  stage 
and  then  pass  away ;  others  will  come  to  act  their 
parts,  and  these  principles  may  then   be  put  into 
practical  execution,  in  their  utmost  extent.     I  will 
not  detain  the  Committee  to  prove,  that  a  property 
m   the  parent  implies  property   in   the   progeny. 
1  he  maxim  ^'Parttts  MquUnr  t'entrtm''  is  as  old  as 
the  civil  law;  it  is  founded  upon   the  immutable 
princiDle,  that  wherever  I  have  property  in  the 
capital  s^tock,  I  have  the  same  property  in  its  pro- 
ducts     He  who  owns  the  land,  owns  all  the  fruit 
which  It  produces.     If.  then,  you  may  admit  my 

T'/!r^'^f"  P*^*""*'  y'^"  ^^^r\oX  deny  it  in  the 
child.  If,  indeed,  you  deny  my  right  to  a  vested 
interest  in  an  unborn  human  being,  you  may,  per- 
haps, go  one  step  further,  and  deny  the  same  in- 
terest in  those  who  now  exist.  The  argument  is 
as  :*trong  m  one  case  as  the  other.  Assume  but 
thi.s  principle,  and  then  you  need  not  wait  for  futu- 
rity to  do  this  great  work  of  emancipation.  No, 
sir,  you  may  say  at  once  to  every  bondman  in  the 
United  States,  you  are  free. 

I  have  now,  sir,  finished  my  view  of  this  ques- 
tion. I  believe,  upon  my  conscience,  that  the  pro- 
rMed  restriction  is  a  violation  of  the  Constitution  ; 
trust  I  have  proven  it;  if  I  liave,  or  if  there  be 
even  serious  doubt,  I  conjure  the  Committee  to 
pause,  before  they  take  the  step  proposed  ;  sir,  it 
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was  long  a  desideratum  in  politics,  to  devise  a  Gov-  | 
ernment  like   ours,  which  should,  by  the  union  of  I 
naany  sovereign  States,  each  retaining  its  sover- ' 
eignt  for  municipal  purposes,  combine  the  strength 
of  a   monarchy   with   the  freedom  of  a  republic. 
With  us,  it  is  "in  the  full  tide  of  successful  expe- 
riment."    Let  us  not  take  any  course  calculated  to 
arrest  its  success;  such  I  fear  will  be  the  unhappy 
tendency  of  the  present  measure.     Let  it  not  be  , 
supposed  that  I  come  here  the  apostle  of  disunion ;  i 
no,  sir,  I  look  upon  the  Union  of  these  States  as 
the  ark  of  qur  political  .safety ;  if  that  be  lost,  we 
we  may  bid  farewell,  a  long  farewell,  to  all  our 
pleasing  hopes  and  fond  anticipations  of  future 
greatness  and  glory.    They  will  be  as  the  illusions  i 
of  a  deceitful  dream.     But,  whilst  I  deprecate  dis- 
union as  the  most  tremendous  evil,  I  cannot  shut  i 
my  eyes  against  the  light  of  experience  ;  I  cannot  ! 
turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  warning  voice  of  history  ;  i 
from  these  we  learn  that  harmony  is  the  spirit  j 
which  can  alone  animate  and  sustain  a  confed-  I 
erate  republic.     Whilst  this  spirit  exists,  it  is  dis-  ! 
played  m  acts  of  legislation  reciprocally  beneficent  ! 
to  every  member  ol  the  confederacy,  and  these  be-  ; 
come  new  ligaments  to  bind  them  together  in  the  ' 
bonds  of  brotherhood  ;  this  spirit  is  not  all  at  once  ' 
extinguished,  nor  are  the  bonds  of  union  suddenly 
burst  asunder  ;  but  when,  instead  of  this  beneficent 
spirit  of  legislation  which  1  have  described,  a  dif- 
ferenl  course  prevails,  this  spirit  of  harmony  gives  : 
way  successively  to  jealousy;  distrust,  and,  finally, 
discord ;  let  but  this  last  spring  up  amongst  us,  ' 
you  may  consider  the  days  of  the  Republic  as  num- 
bered, and  that  it  is  fast  hastening  to  its  dis.solution. 
When  that  sad  caUstrophe  shall  belall  us,  this 
noble  Confederacy,  which,  in   its  undivided  state, 
could  stand  against  a  world  in  arras,  will  be  broken, 
if  not  into  its  con.stituent  parts,  into  some  minor 
confederacies,  the  victims  of  foreign  intrigue  and 
of  their  own  border  hatred.     Where,  then,"will  be 
your  commerce  which  covers  every  sea  ?     Where 
your  army  and  navy,  the  means  of  your  defence, 
the  instruments  of  your  glory  ?     They  will  be  re- 
membered only  to  make  the  contrast  with  your  then 
situation  more  painful.     What  will  become,  then, 
of  this  boundless  tract  of  western  land,  the  subject 
of  the   present   contest,    which    has   poured,   and 
would   continue   to   pour,   such   rich   streams  of 
wealth  into  your  Treasury?     It  may  become  the 
theatre  on   which  the  title  to  itself  may  be  de- 
cided, not  by  Congressional  debate,  not  by  con- 
struction of  treaties  or  constitutions,  but  by  that 
force  which  always  begins  where  constitutions  end. 
I  conjure  you  then,  bewarCj  lest,  by  this  measure, 
you  excit«;  the  discontent  of  one  half  of  the  Union, 
by  legislating  injuriously  to  them,  upon  a  subject 
in  which  they  have  so  deep  a  suke  otinterest,  and 
you  have  none  in  point  of  property  ;  take  care  that 
you  do  not  awaken  the  painful  reflection,  that  the 
federal  arm  is  strong  only  to  destroy.     I  hope  and 
trust  that  the  wisdom  of  our  councils  may  be  such 
as  to  avert  these  evils;  but  he  knows  little  of  the 
human  character,  who  does  not  fear  that  conse- 
quences like  these  may  follow,  if  the  hand  from 
which  the  greatest  good  is  looked  for,  be  the  one 
which  deals  out  the  deepest  injury. 


God  grant  that,  in  deciding  this  question,  we 
may  bear  m  mmd  this  exellent  motto,  "  United  w» 
stand,  divided  we  fall." 


Frihay,  February  11. 
Mr.  Kent  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  inhab- 
itants of  Washington  county,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  praying  that  certain  alterations  which  * 
are  therein  described,  may  be  made  in  the  judiciiil 
system  of  said  District ;  which  petition  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Josiah  H.  McComas  and  wife,  accompanied  with 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Henry  Willis;    which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed   to   the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
!  McGrew  and  others. 

[  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
I  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the 
!  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue 
,  in  force  the  act  passed  on  the  20th  of  April,  1818, 
1  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled 
I  'An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage,'  passed  the  second  day  of 
March,  1799,"  reported  the  same,  with  an  amend- 
:  tnent ;  which  was  read,  and,  together  with  the 
;  bill,  committed  to  a  Conunittec  of  the  Whole  to- 
',  morrow. 

,  A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "Au 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  president,  directors  and 
company  of  the  Merchants'  Bank  of  Newport,  in 
Rhode  Island;*'  in  which  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  remit  the  duties  on 
the  statue  of  Gfeneral   Washington,  executed  in 
Europe,  by  the  Marquis  de  Canova.  for  the  State  • 
of  North  Carolina,  was  read  the  third  time  and 
I  passed. 

t  THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  Gross,  of  New  York,  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  shall  offer  no  other  apology  for 
occupying  a  portion  of  the  time  of  the  Committee 
than  that  which  has  been  echoed  and  re-echoed 
from  every  quarter  of  the  House :  I  mean,  sir,  the 
unexampled  importance  of  the  subject.  It  is  im- 
portant in  itself;  A  proposition  to  limit  the  exten- 
sion of  slavery,  and  set  bounds  to  a  practice  which 
all  agree  to  be  the  curse,  if  not  the  disgrace,  of  the 
United  States,  is  surely  entitled  to  the  serious  at- 
tention of  the  representatives  of  a  free  people,  and 
seems  to  demand  of  every  member  a  full  and  ex- 
plicit declaration  of  his  .sentiments.  But.  sir,  it 
becomes  more  important,  it  assumes  a  still  more 
serious  aspect,  when  we  consider  the  excitement 
which  prevails  within  and  without  the  walls  of 
this  House;  the  intimations  (perhaps  I  may  call 
them  menaces)  which  have  escaped  gentlemen  in 
the  course  of  the  debate,  and  the  awful  conse- 
quences which  it  is  predicted  will  flow  from  the 
adoption  of  the  proposed  amendment.  ^. 
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It  is  a  mortifying  consideration,  sir,  after  emerg- 
ing from  a  war  with  one  of  the  most  powerful  na- 
tions of  Europe  ;  a  war  which  threatened  not  only 
the  prostration  of  our  national  rights,  but  the  dis- 
meiiiberment  of  the  Union,  to  find  ourselves  so  soon 
again  menaced  with  internal  commotions,  of  a 
character  not  less  hostile  than  the  former  to  our 
union  and  tranquillity.  We  have  a  surfeit  of  local 
jealousies.  For  more  than  twenty  years  they  have 
neen  fomented  by  interested  men,  among  whom 
those  of  the  East  have  held  a  conspicuous  station. 
These  jealousies  were  treated  at  first  as  the  neces- 
sary result  of  our  free  institutions,  and  as  of  little 
consequence;  but  they  continued  to  increase  until 
the  late  war,  when  they  seemed  to  jeopardize  our 
national  existence.  I  am  afraid,  sir,  that  preju- 
dices and  jealousies  of  a  similar  nature  are  about 
to  revisit  our  country,  and  sow  dissension  among 
us.  The  troubles  of  1814  arose  from  temporary 
causes.  Peace  reduced  every  thing  to  tranquillity. 
The  origin  of  the  present  discontents,  sir,  I  appre- 
hend, is  not  of  so  transient  a  character.  It  is  to 
be  found  in  habits,  customs,  and  modes  of  thinking, 
peculiar  to  the  different  sections  of  the  Union.  It 
is  therefore  more  uniform  in  its  tendency  and 
operation — more  permanent  in  its  effect. 

The  fate  of  those  who  have  heretofore  stood 
forth  as  the  advocates  and  promoters  of  disunion, 
should  warn  us  to  avoid  their  course.  The  Hart- 
ford Convention,  sir,  will  be  remembered  so  long 
a.s  the  history  of  this  country  is  extant.  I  rejoice, 
sir,  that  this  is  likely  to  be  the  case.  I  trust  that 
the  very  mention  of  its  name  will,  by  a  uniform 
association  of  ideas,  excite  iu  the  mind  of  every 
American,  to  the  latest  generation,  the  remem- 
brance of  treachery  and  treason.  The  prospect, 
sir,  is  favorable;  for,  I  believe  there  are  tew  indi- 
viduals in  the  United  States,  and,  as  far  as  ray 
knowledge  extends,  but  one  member  of  that  body, 
who  has  yet  dared  to  step  forth  in  its  defence,  and 
attempt  to  shield  it  from  the  detestation  of  an  in- 
sulted community.  These, sir,  are  general  remarks, 


and  bv  no  means  designed  as  an  insinuation  unfa- 
vorable to  the  views  of  any  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tlemen who  oppose  the  amendment. 

Permit  me  here,  sir,  to  notice  an  insinuation, 
extraordinary  in  itself,  as  well  as  on  account  of  the 
source  whence  it  has  proceeded.  An  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Holmes)  has 
said,  that  he  perceives  in  the  proposed  amendment 
an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  New  York 
to  give  a  President  to  the  United  States. 

[Mr.  Holmes  explained.  He  said  that  he  had 
observed  that  certain  great  men  of  the  North  had 
made  use  of  the  Missouri  bill  as  a  pony,  and  had 
directed  its  head  towards  Washington.  He  said 
he  had  not  designated  New  York  ;  but  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  could  do  so  if  he  chose.) 

.Mr.  Chairman,  I  understood  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman as  applying  his  observations  to  the  State 
of  New  York ;  but  he  has  disavowed  such  a  mean- 
ing, and  1  certainly  do  not  feel  justified  in  apply- 
ing them  in  that  manner  myself— but  I  will  just 
otwerve  to  the  honorable  gentleman  that  the  Re- 
publicans of  the  North  knew  their  duty,  and  ptr- 
formed  it,  even  while  they  had  the  honor  of  meet- 


ing him  in  the  ranks  of  their  opponent*,  and  that 
they  have  not  yet  forgotten  how  to  treat  the  un- 
founded aspersions  of  those  who  choose  to  call  in 
question  the  purity  of  their  motives.  No,  s^ir,  it  is 
not  from  views  hostile  to  the  Southern  States  that 
I  am  induced  to  advocate  the  amendment.  I  fear 
not  to  declare,  sir,  that,  if  I  entertain  any  partial- 
ity for  any  particular  portion  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  it  is  for  those  of  the  South  and 
West.  Their  liberality,  their  enlightene*!  policy, 
their  patriotism,  bravery,  and  generous  sacrifices 
in  defence  of  their  country,  appear  to  great  ad- 
vantage, when  contrasted  with  the  egotism,  self- 
ishness, and  illiberal  prejudict^,  which  have  char- 
acterized at  least  a  portion  of  their  brethren  of 
the  North  and  East. 

But,  sir,  were  I  of  a  different  disposition,  and 
did  I  desire  to  reduce  the  weight  of  the  Southern 
States  in  the  scale  of  the  Union,  the  amendment 
under  consideration  should  receive  my  negative. 
I  would  compare  the  present  relative  population 
of  the  Northern  and  Southern  States  with  what 
it  was  twenty  years  ago,  and  find  in  the  result  a 
complete  cure  for  the  most  bigoted  and  inveterate 
jealousy.  I  would  look  at  the  Southern  States, 
and  examine  their  extensive  tracts  of  barren  and 
uncultivated  land,  once  the  most  fertile  and  pro- 
ductive, and  see  in  them  the  future  condition  of 
that  whole  section  of  our  country.  I  should  con- 
template the  rapid  increase  of  their  black  popula- 
tion with  the  most  malicious  pleasure;  for  1  should 
find  in  it  an  earnest  of  the  future  extinction  of  the 
whole  European  race. 

To  the  honor  of  this  House  there  seems  to  be 
but  one  opinion  respecting  the  enormous  injustice 
of  enslaving  our  fellow  men,  be  their  color  what 
it  may.     The  precepts  of  religion,  and  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Constitution,  are  both  violated  by  the 
practice.     Experience,  however,  has  shown  that 
evils  of  this  description  are  easily  surmounted  by 
the  ingenuity  of  mankind.     The  lore  of  gain  can 
silence  the  voice  of  reason,  and  gold  has,  in  all 
ages,  been  found  an  admirable  remedy  for  a  ten- 
der conscience.     Why  is  it,  sir,  that  gentlemen, 
after  denouncing  slavery  as  an  evil,  proceed  im- 
mediately to  treat  us  with  palliatives  and  excuses 
for  the  practice?     An  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  RAwnoLPii)  has  declared  that  it  is 
an  awful  and  tremendous  judgment,  and  that  all 
the  misfortunes  which  have  ever  befallen  his  coun- 
try, are  exceeded  by  slavery.     In  the  next  breath, 
sir,  we  are  told  of  the  dan^^ers  of  emancipation; 
of  the  happy  condition    of  the   slaves;   of  their 
affectionate  attachment  to  their  masters,  and  of  the 
cruelty  of  the  restriction.     Nay,  sir,  we  are  gravely 
reminded  that  free  persons  may  lose  their  liberties 
bv  a  violation  of  the  laws,  and  that  the  soldier  ii 
obliged  to  expase  his  life  at  the  command  of  his 
.«>uperior.     To  these  suggestions  1  will  only  reply 
that  they  have  been  the  arguments  of  aristocrats 
and  tyrants  in  all  ages  of  the  world;  that  they 
are  now  used  for  the  purpose  of  justifying  all  the 
usurpations  which  have  ever  been  committed  on 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  mankind,  and  that  by 
them  the  Algerines  defend  all  their  enormities. 
But,  an  assertion  has  been  made,  which,  if  found- 
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ed  in  fact,  ought  to  put  to  silence  the  advocates  of 
the  aincndnunl.  It  is  said,  sir,  that  it  is  better  that 
our  slaves  be  widely  dispersed  among  many  mas- 
ters, than  that  they  should  be  condensed  within 
circumscribed  bounds.  This  position,  sir,  is  not 
destitute  of  reason,  much  less  of  plausibility.  On 
this  subject  I  confess  my  limited  information  ;  but 
the  facts,  sir,  in  mv  possession,  and  the  observa- 
tions which  I  have  been  able  to  make,  have  led  to 
a  conclusion  in  my  mind  very  different  from  the 
above. 

It  is  notorious,  that  no  effectual  bounds  have  yet 
been  set  to  this  growing  evil.     Slavery  has  indeed 
been  banished  from  New  England,  from  most  of 
the  States  north  of  the  Potomac,  and  from  all  the 
Sutes  north  of  the  Ohio.     The  climate  of  these 
States,  however,  is  unpropitious  to  the  practice, 
and  the  probability  is,  that  it  would  never  have 
extensively  obtained  had  no  laws  been  enacted  on 
the  subject.     Slavery  has,  however,  been  tolerated 
in  ail  the  Slates  and  Territories  south  of  those 
rivers,  and  no  laws  have  yet  been  passed  to  pre- 
vent its  introduction  into  the  vast  region  west  of 
the  Mississippi.     What  is  the  result?     The  West 
has  been  supplied  with  slaves  from  Maryland,  and 
the  other  slaveholdinc;  States.     Has  their  number  ; 
decreased  in  those  places  from  whence  supplies 
have  been  drawn  ?     The  alarming  fact,  sir,  is 
upon  paper.     In  the  course  of  twenty  years,  com- 
mencing in  1790,  they  have  increased,  even  in  the 
Atlantic  States,  in  a  ratio  greater  than  the  whites. 
This  circumstance  ought,  surelv,  to   arouse  the 
Southern  people  to  a  sense  of  their  danger,  and 
disarm  their  enemies,  if  any  they  have,  of  all  their 
malice. 

The  inhabitants  of  Missouri,  sir,  will  no  doubt 
find  a  present  benefit  from  the  introduction  of 
slaves  into  their  Territory  ;  but  let  them  cast  their 
eyes  to  the  future.  The  experience  of  ages  is  be- 
fore them.  They  have  but  to  look  and  be  con- 
vinced of  the  inevitable  result.      The  time  will 


:  been  contended,  sir,  that  it  is  the  price  of  produce 
I  which  regulates  the  price  of  slaves.  No  one  will 
deny  that  this  will  have  its  effect.  But,  will  any 
gentleman  affirm  that  no  other  causes  would  pro- 
I  duce  the  s^me  result  ?  Is  it  not  universally  the 
case  that  the  abundance  of  an  article  lessens  its 
value  ?  The  restriction  will  render  slaves  of  no 
value  in  Missouri,  because  they  will  there  be  made 
free.  Their  value  will  decline  in  Virginia  for  the 
want  of  a  market.  Thus,  sir,  will  the  master  be 
induced  to  manumit  his  slave,  and  thus  will  a  new 
country  be  opened  for  his  reception,  consistent  with 
the  safety  and  interest  of  the  nation. 

It  is  useless  to  say  to  this  House  that  we  have 
enacted  laws  for  the  prevention  of  the  slave  trade, 
and  that,  therefore,  no  more  slaves  will  be  intro^ 
duced  from  abroad.  The  very  fact,  sir,  that  we 
employ  a  number  of  national  vessels,  at  a  vast  ex- 
pense, to  intercept  the  ships  of  those  who  drive  the 
infamous  traffic,  proves,  mo.st  conclusively,  that 
there  is  a  chance  of  gain  in  the  pursuit  which  in- 
duces men  to  disregard  the  voice  of  conscience, 
and  brave  the  perils  which  oppose  their  progress. 
So  long  as  new  States  continue  to  furnisn  a  mar- 
ket for  slaves,  the  efforts  of  Government  will  serve 
onlv  to  increase  the  horrors  of  the  trade.  The  laws  - 
will  be  violated,  our  precautions  will  be  evaded, 
unless  it  appears  that  the  slave-dealer  is  more  con- 
scientious, more  virtuous,  and  more  honest,  than 
those  who  deal  in  unforbidden  articles  of  com- 


come,  sir,  if  slavery  be  not  circumscribed,  when 
the  citizens  of  the  Western  territory  shall,  with 
those  of  Virginia,  curse  the  avarice  and  selfishness 
of  those  who  fixed  the  evil  upon  them  ;  when  they 
shall  look  in  vain  for  new  States  wherein  to  dis- 
pose of  their  surplus  slaves,  and  when  nothing  but 
blood  and  violence  shall  avail  to  save  themselves 
from  destruction. 

Is  it  wi.sdom,  sir,  to  postpone  the  evil  day,  and 
provide  for  present  ease  at  the  expense  of  future 
misery  ?  Let  gentlemen  give  their  voles  on  this 
occasion  from  motives  such  as  these;  and  then,  if 
they  have  courage,  let  them  go  and  look  upon  the 
picture  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  Let 
them  see  if  they  can  hide  their  blu.shes  while  they 
contemplate  the  figures  of  those  immortal  patriots 
who,  in  the  presence  of  their  fellow-citizens,  and 
in  the  face  of  Heaven,  pledged  their  lives,  their 
fortunes,  and  sacred  honors,  for  the  future  happi- 
ness, yes,  sir,  for  the  future  happiness  and  glory  of 
their  country.  j 

By  permitting  the  extension  of  slavery  into  Mis- 
souri, we  open  a  new  market  for  slaves,  and  ef- 
fectually prevent  their  gradual  manumission  by 
their  masters,  by  increasing  their  price.     It  has 


merce. 

The  most  bungling  legislator,  sir,  can  forbid  the 
commission  of  a  crime,  and  affix  the  penalty.     It 
is  the  business  of  the  wise  and  the  skillul  lawgiver 
to  penetrate  the   motives  which   operate  on  the 
minds  of  men,  and  impel  them  to  action.     Severe 
and  bloody  penalties  are  not  even  the  principal 
means  by  which  he  prevents  vice  and  promotes 
the  cau.se  of  virtue.     He  removes  temptation  from 
before  the  eyes  of  the  people,  and  encourages  every 
laudable  exertion  by  the  hope  of  reward.     Are  we, 
sir,  practising  on  these  principles,  when  we  pass 
laws  for  the  prevention  of  the  slave  trade,  and  at 
the  same  time  raise  the  price  of  the  cominodity  by 
furnishing  a  market  for  its  disposal?     Does  not 
j  policy  such  as  this  expose  us  to  censure,  and  even 
to  ridicule  ?     Yes,  sir,  the  whole  enlightened  world 
I  would  pronounce  us  either  foolish  or  hypocritical 
I  if  we  pursue  this  course,  and  an  impartial  poster- 
ity will  confirm  their  decision. 

The  enemies  of  restriction,  sir,  insist  that  they 
are  not  guilty  of  the  sin  of  introducing  slavery  into 
the  United  Stales.  They  maintain  that  Indepen- 
dence found  the  practice  established  in  the  coun- 
try, and  that  the  parent  nation  is  alone  chargeable 
with  having  entailed  upon  them  this  acknowledged 
evil.  I  readily  admit,  sir,  every  word  of  this  de- 
fence. They  can  wash  their  hands  of  this  sin :  they 
are,  as  yet,  free  from  guilt.  Let  them  beware  how 
they  make  themselves  partakers  in  the  iniquity,  by 
contributing  their  influence  to  perpetuate  the  prac- 
tice. It  was  England  who  planted  this  poisonous 
weed  upon  our  soil.  For  what  was  it  done  ?  For 
the  same  reason,  sir,  for  which  gentlemen  propose 
to  introduce  it  into  Missouri.  It  was  from  mo- 
tives of  private  interest  and  present  convenience 
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that  it  was  done.  Well  might  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Hardin)  observe, 
that  the  time  had  been  when  it  was  our  interest  to 
legislate  for  principle ;  but  that  now  it  seemed  to 
be  our  prmciple  to  legislate  for  interest.  There  is 
more  truth  in  the  observation,  sir,  and  it  is  illus- 
trated by  more  circumstances,  than  I  believe  the 
honorable  gentleman  is  at  present  willing  to  admit. 

Do  the  people  of  Missouri  desire  the  admission 
of  slavery  into  their  territory  ?  So  did  the  first 
planters  of  Virginia.  They  derived  a  present  pro- 
nt  from  the  employment  of  slaves,  and  shut  their 
eyes  to  the  future.  Do  the  descendants  of  the  early 
settlers  acknowledge  the  short-sightodness  of  sucn 
miserable  policy  ?  So  will  the  descendants  of  the 
present  inhabitants  of  Missouri,  should  the  amend- 
ment be  rejected,  to  the  latest  generation.  Do 
you  exclaim  a^inst  England  for  permitting  the 
introduction  of  slavery  into  Virginia  ?  So  will 
posterity  exclaim  against  this  very  Congress,  if  we 
permit  the  extension  of  this  abominaUe  custom. 
The  waters  of  the  Mississippi,  sir,  possess  no  more 
virtue  than  those  of  the  AUantic.  Whether  you 
transport  slaves  acrass  the  ocean,  or  transport  them 
over  a  river,  the  baneful  consequences  are  the  same. 

Let  me  then,  sir,  entreat  gentlemen  to  reflect  on 
the  situation  in  which  they  place  themselves  by 
advocating  the  extension  of  slavery.  Will  they 
acknowledge  the  evils  which  it  has  brought  upon 
themselves,  and  at  the  same  time  maintain  that  it 
will  prove  a  blessing  to  their  brethren  ?  Such 
principles  and  such  practice.s,  sir,  are  irreconcila- 
ble in  the  nature  of  things.  1  am  happy  to  believe 
that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  most  brilliant 
talents,  nor  of  the  most  commanding  oratory,  to 
make  them  harmonize,  and  that  no  effort  ot  the 
human  mind  can  disgui.se  their  incongruity. 

Do  gentlemen  insinuate  that  the  advocates  of 
restriction  are  actuated  by  sinister  motives,  and  by 
an  unreasonable  apprehension  of  the  consequences 
of  slavery  ?  I  want  no  better  reasons  for  my  vole 
than  those  furnished  by  the  honorable  gentlemen 
from  the  South.      What   is  there  in   the  whole 

Ehysical  world  which  ought  to  alarm  us,  if  we  can 
e  calm  when  an  enormous  evil — a  tremendous 
judgment,  which,  like  Fame,  increases  as  it  goes — 
IS  found  to  have  nearly,  blasted  the  fairest  portion 
of  our  country,  and  for  which  there  is  no  remedy, 
but  in  the  enlargement  of  its  bounds  7  Can  gen- 
tlemen blame  any  one  for  expressing  alarm  at  a 
prospect  like  this  ?  Is  it  for  proposing  to  arrest 
the  progress  of  such  a  hydra,  that  we  are  to  be 
charged  with  sinister  and  unworthv  motives  ?  Are 
we  for  this,  sir,  to  be  branded  as  the  disturbers  of 
the  harmony  of  the  Union  ? 

I  am  at  a  loss,  sir,  to  account  for  the  extraordi- 
nary excitement  which  the  proposed  amendment 
has  produced,  unless  I  take  it  for  granted  that  gen- 
tlemen have  adopted  the  opinion  of  the  celebrated 
Mr.  Burke,  who,  amidst  all  the  evils  of  slavery, 
comforts  us  by  the  discovery  that  it  shows  the 
master  his  enviable  condition  of  freedom.  But, 
not  contented  with  thi.s,  and  in  order  to  raise  our 
happiness  to  perfect  ecstacy,  he  assures  us  that  in 
this  particular  we  resemble  the  ancient  Goths  (I 
wonder  he  did  not  say  Vandals)  and  modern  Pules. 


1 1  trust,  sir,  that  a  long  time  will  elapse  before  the 

j  spirit  of  liberty  in  this  country  will  need  such  helps 

I  as  these,  and  that  we  may  never  be  induced  to  fol- 

I  low  the  advice  of  a  man  who  was  ever  cold  and 

phlegmatic  in  the  cause  of  freedom,  and  eloquent 

i  only  in  the  cause  of  aristocracy  and  oppression.     I 

j  hope,  sir,  that  our  free  institutions  will  continue  to 

rest  on  the  broad  foundation  of  public  sentiment, 

I  rendered  solid  and  everlasting  by  the  diffu.sion  of 

I  science  and  the  prevalence  ot  virtue;  and  that,  to 

!  the  end  of  time,  it  may  be  a  slander  upon  our 

character  to  compare  us  with  the  barbarians  of 

I  ancient  or  modern  Europe. 

I      But  we  are  told,  sir,  that  the  Con.stitution  for- 

I  bids  us  to  interfere  on  this  occasion,     if  this  be  the 

j  case,  1  acknowledge  that  it  is  our  duty  to  acqui- 

I  esce,  whatever  may  be  our  sentiments  of  the  ex- 

i  pediency  or  necessity  of  the  measure.     1  trust,  sir, 

that  Congress  will  ever  be  ready  to  bow  with  rev- 

]  erence  to  the  provisions  of  that  sacred  instrument, 

;  and  to  listen,  with  candor  and  attention,  to  the 

j  voice,  from  what  quarter    soever    it   may  come, 

which  warns  us  that  we  are  about  to  violate  it  in 

I  the  most  minute  degree.     Let  us,  then,  sir,  ex- 

I  amine  the  Constitution,  in  the  spirit  of  patriotism, 

I  and  sec  if  its  wise  framers  so  far  forgot  themselves 

as  to  deprive  us  of  this  important  power. 

Two  questions  seem  naturally  to  present  them- 
selves for  our  consideration  :  1.  Can  Congress  de- 
mand of  the  people  of  Mis.souri  the  performance  of 
the  proposed  condition,  previous  to  their  admission 
into  the  Union  ?  And,  2.  Can  the  people  of  .Mis- 
souri agree  to  the  demand  ?  In  other  words,  sir, 
can  Congress  and  the  people  of  the  Territory 
which  it  IS  proposed  to  form  into  a  State,  by  a 
compact  which  will  b«  binding,  exclude  the  prac- 
tice of  slavery  from  such  Territory  both  before  and 
after  its  admission  ?  If  this  cannot  be  done,  sir, 
I  for  one  shall  lament  the  necessity  which  compels 
me  to  acquiesce. 

The  Constitution  declares  that  "  new  States 
may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress  into  this  Union." 
All  agree,  sir,  that,  by  virtue  of  this  clause,  Con- 
gress may  exercise  their  discretion,  and  admit,  or 
refuse  to  admit,  a  new  State.  But  an  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Barbocr)  insisu 
that,  although  Congress  can  refuse  their  assent  to 
the  admission  of  Missouri,  they  have  no  right  so 
to  do,  unless  the  interests  of  the  Union  require  it. 
No  one  will  deny  the  truth  of  this  proposition  ; 
but  I  should  almost  be  willing  to  abide  by  the 
opinion  of  the  honorable  gentleman  himsetf  had 
he  no  Constitutional  scriples  as  to  the  expediency 
ol  admitting  Missouri  unconditionally.  But,  an 
extraordinary  position  is  taken  by  the  opposers  of 
restriction.  It  is  maintained  by  them  that,  al- 
though we  may  consent  or  refuse,  we  can  annex 
no  condition.  Will  gentlemen  construe  other  Con- 
sutulional  powers  by  the  same  rule?  The  Con- 
stitution empowers  Congress  to  liorrow  money. 
Will  gentlemen  deny  that  we  can  provide  for  its 
repayment?  We  can  declare  war;  but  can  we 
not  do  it  conditionally?  Yet  the  Constitution 
simply  authorizes  us  to  declare  war,  without  the 
mention  of  any  condition.  We  can  rai-ie  armies 
by  virtue  of  express  power.     Have  we  not  the  au- 
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thority,  by  implication,  to  disband  them?  But  it 
IS  unnecessary  to  enumerate  instances  wherein  the 
strict  construction  contended  for  would  be  mani- 
festly absurd.  The  honorable  gentleman  (Mr. 
BAHBOLR)himRelf  admitted  that  every  giver  could 
annex  his  condition  to  the  grant. 

(xMr.  Barbour  explained.  He  said  his  proposi- 
tion was,  that  Congress,  in  this  instance,  could  an- 
nex no  condition  but  what  was  authorized  by 
some  clause  of  the  Constitution.] 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  my  busines.s  to  show  that 
a  fair  and  logical  construction  of  the  claui^e  will 
authorize  the  proposed  condition.     If  this  be  done, 
sir,  it  will  remain  for  those  who  espouse  the  other 
side  of  the  question  to  show  that  our  power  is 
taken  away  by  some  other  clause  of  the  instru- 
ment.    I  shall  not  argue  this  point  at  length,  sir ; 
for  to  me  it  is  self-evident  that  a  power  to  do  or  ; 
not  to  do  implies  an  authority  to  do  or  not  to  do  i 
upon  such  conditions  as  the  public  good  may  re-  ; 
quire.     The  Constitution,  sir,  was  not  designed  i 
to  puzzle  the  ignorant,  nor  confound  the  wise      It  i 
is  to  be  construed  by  the  rules  of  common  sense,  ' 
and  is  liable  to  the  same  interpretation  of  any  other  i 
instrument  containing  delegated  powers.     Would  ' 
your  agent,  whom  you  had  authorized  to  purchase 
or  not  to  purcliase  a  commodity,  exceed  his  pow- 
ers by  receiving  it  upon  condition  1   .No,  .sir;  every  ' 
court  in  the  nation  would  be  unanimous  upon  such 
a  question. 

Are  there  any  provisions  in   the  Constitution 
which  interfere  with  this  construction  ?     The  hon- 
orable gentleman  (.Mr.   Barbocr)  has  produced 
two,  which,  he  contends,  clearly  deprive  us  of  the 
power  of  imposing  the  restriction  contained  in  the 
amendment.     The  n  nth   article  of  amendments 
declares,   that  "the  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited 
by  It  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  re- 
spectively, or  to   the   i)eople."     The   honorable 
gentleman  maintains   that   the   States  have  not 
delegated  to  Congress  the  power  of  abolishing  sla- 
very, and  that  the  .several  States  have  exclusive 
jurisdiction  over  the  subject.     I  agree,  sir,  that  we 
cannot  abolish  the  practice  in  Slates  already  ad- 
mitted ;  but  we  may  refuse  our  assent  to  the  ad- 
mission of  a  new  State,  unless  involuntary  servi- 
tude bo  forever  renounced.     Is  it  contended  that 
we  cannot  insist  upon  the  condition,  because  it  is 
not  among  the  number  of  our  delegated  powers 
and  therefore  reserved  to  the  States  ?     This    sir' 
is  assuming  the  fact  in  dispute.     The  answer,  sir!  j 
IS,  that  the  {>ower  is  given  to  us  by  the  Constitu-  | 
tion,  and  that,  therefore,  it  is  not  reserved  to  the  ' 
States. 

The  second  section  of  the  fourth  article,  sir,  pro-  ' 
vides  that  "the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  en- 
titled  to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens 
in  the  several   States."     Does  this  clause  tie  up 
our  hands,  and  prevent  our  interfering  in  the  man-  ■ 
ner  proposed  ?     Does  it  secure  to  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri, after  their  admission  as  a  State,  the  riffht,  t 
as  It  IS  called,  of  holding  slaves?    Will  it  release  ' 
them,  sir,  from   the  compact  which   they  may  be 
mduced  to  make  previous  to  their  reception  as  a 
member  of  the  Union  ?     Will  any  gentleman  con- 
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tend,  sir.  that  Congress  has  here  an  authority  to 
interfere  with  the  internal  regulations  of  individual 
States,  and  to  compel  Mas.sachusetts  to  alter  her 
laws  against  slavery,  because  Virginia  tolerates 
the  practice  ? 

I  am  persuaded,  .sir,  that  no  honorable  gentle- 
man will  feel  himself  inclined  to  avow  that  such 
are  his  views  of  the  clause  in  question.  Were 
this  the  meaning  of  the  section,  sir,  we  might  justly 
be  alarmed.  State  rights  in  such  ca,«^e  would  in- 
deed be  in  danger;  for,  while  we  were  engaged  in 
rendering  uniform  the  several  State  constitutions 
we  might  aim  an  effectual  blow  at  their  independ- 
ence, and  clothe  ourselves  with  the  most  ample 
authority.  - 

I  entirely  agree  with  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Barbodr)  m  his  construction 
of  this  part  of  the  Constitution.     He,  sir,  has  said 
that  every  citizen  of  the  United  States  is,  by  this 
clau.se,  secured  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  priyi- 
leges   and    immunities   of  citizens   of  the   State 
wherein  he  resides.     He  illustrates  his  idea  by  sup- 
posing that  a  citizen  of  Virginia  comes  to  reside 
in  Massachusett.s,  and  that  a  citizen  of  Massachu- 
'  setts  comes  to  reside  in  Virginia.     In  the  latter 
case,  the  citizen  acquires  a  right,  and  in  the  former 
:  a  right  IS  lost.     But  what  effect  will  the  abolition 
of  slavery  m  Missouri  have  upon    the  citizen  of 
j  that  Stale  ?     Will  he  not  be  entitled  to  all  the 
I  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several 
States?     Is  not  slavery  abolished  in  the  Eastern 
and  Northern  States,  and  in  those  of  Ohio,  Indi- 
ana, and  Illinois  ?     Are  not  their  citizens,  never- 
theless entitled  to  all  the  benefits  of  this  clause  of 
,  the  Con.stitution  / 

Gentlemen   acknowlege  that   if  the  people  of 
Missouri  would  voluntarily  renounce  the  right  of 
slavery,  they  would  rejoice  at  the -event.     Why 
are  they  ^o  opposed  to  our  asking  them  the  ques- 
tion .?     Perhaps  the  Missourians  will  consent,  and 
ratify  the  com|act  ?     If  they  do,  sir,  all  our  diffi- 
culties are  at  an  end.     If  they  refuse,  the  path  of 
our  duty  is  plain  before  us.     Will  it  l>e  said  that 
we  are  taking  an  unworlliy  advantage  of  our  breth- 
ren ?     Can  it  be  alleged  that  we  are  refusing  them 
a  right  to  which  they  arc   equitably  entitled,  in 
order  to  compel  them  to  relinquish  the  great  pre- 
rogative of  governing  themselves?     It  is  said,  sir, 
that  all  compacts  must  be  voluntary.     Whether 
n  "*  ,^  '•■"*''  Of  "Ot  true,  is  liitle  to  the  purpose. 
*7  the  Constitution,  we  have  the  unqualified  right 
of  placing  the  good  and  the  evil  before  them,  and 
allowing  them  to  make  their  election.     Is  this  com- 
pulsion, sir  ?    Does  the  man  who  is  at  perfect  lib- 
erty to  sign  or  not  to  sign  a  contract,  complain  of 
duress  and  compulsion,  because  the  terms  are  not 
so  good  as  he  demands  ? 

The  doctrine  contended  for  by  the  advocates  of 
restriction,  sir,  has  been  called  new.  Alarm  is  at- 
tempted to  be  excited  at  what  are  called  encroach-  , 
ments  on  the  Constitution.  So  far  as  precedent  is 
concerned,  sir,  there  is  no  doctrine  more  new  than 
tliat  of  thosf  who  oppose  the  amendment.  In 
1780,  Congress  provided  that  such  territory  as 
might  be  ceded  to  the  United  Stales  should  be 
formed  into  distinct  republican  States  which  should 


^ 


1251 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1252 


H.  OF  R. 


Admi$$iom  of  Mitmmri. 


Febroabt,  1820. 


become  members  of  the  Union,  and  have  the  same 
rights  of  soven'ifnity,  freedom  and  independence, 
as  the  original  States.  In  pursuance  oi  this  pro- 
vision, the  Northwestern  territory  was  ceded  by 
Connecticut  and  other  States.     In  1787,  Congress 

Kassed  an  ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  in- 
abitants.  It  contains,  sir,  six  articles,  which  have 
formed  a  compact  between  the  Congress  and  the 
people  of  the  territory.  One  of  them  provides  that 
mvoluntary  servitude  shall  be  abolished,  except 
for  crimes  whereof  the  party  shall  be  duly  convicted. 
Here,  sir,  we  are  told  that  this  ordinance  of  1787 
was  an  usurpation.  The  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia  has  quoted  the  Federalist  in  support 
of  this  opinion.  I  agree,  sir,  that  the  Articles  of 
Confederation  contain  no  powers  which  authorized 
the  Old  Congress  to  admit  new  Slates.  But,  did 
any  one  coudemn  the  measures  for  any  other  rea- 
son than  the  want  of  power?  Surely  not,  sir,  so 
far  from  disapproving  the  policy  itself,  the  Con- 
vention which  formed  the  new  Constitution  gave 
the  new  Congress  the  power  to  do  by  right,  what 
the  Old  Congress  did  without  right.  Accordingly, 
sir,  when  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  applied  for 
admission,  we  consented  on  condition  tnat  their 
constitutions  should  contain  nothing  contrary  to 
the  ordinance  of  17S7.  They  concurred,  sir,  and 
were  received  as  States.  Where  was  the  wisdom 
and  foresight  of  old  Virginia  at  this  period  ?  Why 
did  she  not  raise  her  voice  against  these  acts  of 
Congress  ?  We  did,  sir,  admit  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois,  upon    the  very  terms  which  wo  offer    to 

Rropose  to  Missouri.  Where  was  the  power  found  ? 
fot  in  the  ordinance  of  1787  ;  for  it  was  an  usur- 
pation. The  Congress  of  1S02  saw  it  in  the  Con- 
stitution. Yes,  sir,  even  the  Southern  representa- 
tives, at  that  period,  concurred  in  the  construction 
for  which  we  contend. 

But,  another  question  remains  to  be  discu.ssed  : 
Can  the  people  of  Missouri  renounce  the  practice 
of  slavery  ?  In  their  remarks  ;ind  arguments  on 
this  subject,  gentlemen  are  continually  confound- 
ing the  rights  of  Territories  with  those  of  States. 
We  are  told  that  we  can  make  no  compact  with 
States,  except  in  cases  particularly  providfd  for 
by  the  Constitution.  Can  Missouri,  we  are  asked, 
renounce  the  rights  secured  to  her  by  the  Consti- 
tution ?  No,  sir,  she  cannot.  I  agree,  sir,  that 
federal  rights  cannot  be  demanded  nor  resigned  ; 
for  the  Constitution  is  paramount  to  all  C(jntracis 
between  a  territory  and  the  United  States.  Should 
Missouri,  while  a  territory,  give  up  a  federal  right, 
the  constitution  will  restore  it  to  her  on  her  admis- 
sion into  the  Union.  But,  sir,  is  slavery  a  federal 
right  ?  Does  the  Constitution  secure  to  the  States 
the  exercise  of  this  shameful  practicf?  Let  us 
examine  the  history  of  that  glorious  instrument, 
sir,  for  I  confess  my  anxiety  to  rescue  it  from  >o 
foul  an  imputation.  I  will  endeavor  to  show,  sir, 
that  the  practice  of  slavery — for  I  will  not  call  it 
a  right— depends  solely  on  the  positive  regulations 
of  the  individual  States. 

The  Constitution,  sir,  may  be  regarded  as  a 
compact  between  the  original  States,  whereby  a 
national  government  was  established  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  rights  and  interests  of  all.     That  the 


General  Government  might  Bfc  enabled  to  effect  so 
great  an  object,  the  Slates  bestowed  upon  it  certain 
prerogatives  of  sovereignty,  of  which  they  divested 
themselves.  In  the  formation  of  this  compact,  it 
was  found  necessary  to  proceed  in  the  spirit  of 
conciliation  and  forbearance.  A  practice  was 
I'ound  to  prevail,  in  some  of  the  States,  of  enslav- 
ing their  fellow-men.  This  custom,  although  ab- 
horrent to  the  principles  of  freedom,  and  iininical 
to  the  practice  of  republicanism,  was,  in  the  spirit 
of  amity  and  compromise,  left  untouched  by  any 
provisions  in  the  Constitution ;  not  because  the 
States  would  have  been  degraded  by  an  inhibition, 
but  becausf  the  Union  of  the  States  made  such  a 
course  both  necessary  and  projjcr. 

Since  the  adoption  oi  the  Constitution,  sir,  so 
far  as  its  federal  powers  extend,  the  United  States 
may  be  regarded  as  an  individual  nation,  and  as  a 
consolidatixl  Government.  As  such,  sir,  Congress 
levies  war,  makes  peace,  and  does  all  things  which 
the  Constitution  emjKjwers  it  to  perform. 

The  great  question  then  arises,  whether  the 
spirit  or  letter  of  the  Constitution  requires  that 
new  Slates  should  be  admitted  to  the  possession 
of  all  the  powers  which  the  original  Stat»s  re- 
.served  to  themselves  at  the  formation  of  the  Con- 
stitution. Unless  It  can  be  shown,  sir,  that  there 
is  .some  magic,  some  witchcraft,  some  dormant, 
imperceptible,  and  miraculous  power  in  the  Con- 
stitution, whicli  will  release  the  people  of  a  terri- 
tory from  a  condition  which  does  not  interftre 
with  their  federal  rights  as  a  Slate,  and  which 
iht-y  tliemsihrs  have  solemnl)' ralilied  aiiu  ac- 
cepted, as  a  condition  of  their  admis.sion,  we  most 
decide  the  questJDn  in  the  negative;  for  sU'"ii  a 
principh-  is  nowhere  established  by  the  iuslrumei;t, 
eitht  r  e.xpressly  or  by  implication. 

\V'ill  tlie  proposed  ameiidnitiit  intrrfere  with  tiie 
sovirt'ign  rights  of  the  new  Stales  /  Is  tiie  power 
ol  enslaving  the  African  an  esseniial  attribute  of 
sovereignty  ?  We  have  Ix'en  told,  sir,  that  tiie 
amendment  interferes  with  the  inalienable  right 
of  self-government.  Are  jreiillemen  prepared  to 
say  that  slavery  is  a  part  of  the  rights  of  a  repub- 
lican State?  For  myself,  sir,  I  will  venture  to 
declare,  that,  so  far  from  being  a  right,  it  is  a  vio- 
lation of  the  principles  upon  which  is  founded  our 
glorit>us  edifice  of  freedom,  and  of  eternal  justice. 
Il  depends  for  its  e.^tablishment  and  supfxirl  on 
p*)\ver  and  violence,  and  upon  them  alone. 

To  corroborate  this  position,  sir,  permit  me  to 
quote  the  opinion  of  a  man  distinguished  alike  as 
a  scholar  and  a  slati'sman,  and  wliose  s»*ntimenLs 
will  be  heard  with  respect  by  every  member  ol  the 
Committee.  I  mean  the  honorable  William  Pink- 
ney,  now  a  member  of  the  other  branch  of  the 
L'-gislature.  In  a  speech  delivered  by  hiiii  in  the 
Legislature  of  .Maryland,  in  1769,  he  declares  that, 
"by  the  principles  of  eternal  justice,  no  m.'i>ler  in 
the  Slate  can  hold  his  slave  a  single  hour."'  This 
principle  is  as  immutably  true  as  truth  iis<'|f.  I 
have  only  to  regrit,  sir,  that,  in  the  forty-fourth 
year  of  our  independence,  we  should  so  far  have 
forgotten  the  principles  upon  which  ihat  indept^i- 
dence  wa:i  proclaimed  and  established,  as  to  render 
such  a  quotation,  for  such  a  purpose,  at  all  necee- 
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sary  or  proper.  The  cry  of  "  the  State  rights  are 
in  danger,"  has  more  than  once  assailed  our  ears. 
Such  an  apprehension  is  altogether  unfounded. 
This  cry,  sir,  is  probably  designed  to  operate  like 
the  English  watchword,  "  the  church  is  in  danger." 
It  may  serve  to  inflame  the  zeal  of  the  enemies  of 
restriction,  by  inspiring;  them  with  a  vague  horror 
for  some  unknown  (  vil.  It  will,  however,  I  trust, 
produce  no  other  effect  than  a  conviction  of  the 
weakness  of  that  cause  which  can  need  such  feeble 
aid. 

Permit  me  now,  sir,  for  a  moment  to  turn  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  treaty  of  cession. 
One  article  of  that  treaty  provides,  "that  the  in- 
habitants of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  incorpo- 
rated into  the  union  of  the  United  Slates,  and  ad- 
mitted as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment 
of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  cit- 
izens of  the  the  United  States."  Let  this  treaty,  sir, 
be  religiously  fulHIIed,  but  let  Us  first  see  what  are 
the  rights,  advantage>,  and  immunities,  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States.  To  me,  sir,  nothing  is  more 
clear  than  that  they  are  such  only  as  are  secured 
to  us  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
not  those  with  which  any  of  the  individual  States 
can  interfere.  If  this  be  the  case,  sir.  the  amend- 
ment is  consistent  with  the  treaty.  Why  did  Con- 
gress, in  tiie  act  authorizing  Louisiana  to  form  a 
Constitution,  require  as  a  condition  of  its  admis 


sion  that  their  laws  should  be  printed  in  the  Eng- 
hsh  language  ?     Are  the  original  States  required  ' 
by  the  Constitution  to  do  this  ?     Is  not  the  liberty  ' 
of  determining  for  oursilves  on  this  subject  as  is-  I 
sential  to  sovereignty  as  thai  of  abolishing  slavery  ?  j 
The   Representatives  of  the  South  concurred  in 
this  restriction.     I   have  only  to  observe,  sir,  in 
conclusion,  that  if  a  condition  of  this  unimportant  I 
nature  may   be  conNlitutionally  imposed    upon  a  ' 
territory  as  the  price  of  its  admission,  surely  the 
one  under  consideration,  which  is  designed  and 
calculated  to  secure  the  happiness  and  pTosperity, 
not  only  of  the  Missouri,  but  of  the  whole  United 
States,   most  solemnly  and  imperiously  demands 
our  unqualified  support.     Sir,  I  have  done. 

Mr.  A.NOEHsoN,  of  Kentucky,  said  that  he  should 
offer  no  apology  to  the  Committee  for  the  observa- 
tions which  he  should  address  to  them ;  the  sub- 
ject, which  involved  the  extent  of  the  powers  of 
Congress  and  the  rights  of  a  people  claiming  to 
be  a  confederate  of  this  Union,  gave  to  him^the 
amplest  justification.     It  is  not  a  question  which 
receives  its  importance  from  any  intemperate  zeal 
which  has  been  displayed  here :  the  American  peo- 
ple have  declared   their  sense  of  its  consequence, 
by  manifesting  an  interest  in  the  proceedings  of 
this  House  which  no  recent  occasion  has  inspired. 
He  considered  il  a  matter  of  congratulation,  and 
highly  honorable  to  the  House  of  Repre.M-ntatives, 
that  this  interest,  .so  deeply  felt  and  universally  dis- 
played, had  not  been  produced  by  any  heat  or  vio- 
lence in  this  debate,  but  solely  by  the  nature  and 
inagnitude  of  the  question.     Mr.  A.  said  that  he 
s.hould  lake  especial  care  not  to  violate  the  har- 
mony and  good  order  which  had  so  happily  pre- 
vailed in  the  discussion,  and  that,  whatever  raicrht 


be  the  imperfection  of  the  remarks  which  he  should 
think  proper  to  deliver,  he  would  fearlessly  give  a 
pledge,  the  only  one  which  he  knew  and  felt  that 
he  could  redeem,  that  he  would  be  behind  no  gen- 
tleman in  the  respectfulness  of  his  observations. 

He  said  he  could  not,  however,  avoid  thinking 
that,  on  some  occasions,  the  feeling  manifested  by 
the  people  had  been  somewhat  inflamed   by  mis- 
apprehending the  true  question.     If  it  had  been 
knowri  that  no  question  had  been  agitated  in  Con- 
gress involving  the  liberty  of  one  human  being 
much  of  that  excitement  which  has  been  shown 
in  some  .sections  of  the  Union  would  have  been 
repressed.      By   representing  this  question    as    a 
contest  between   liberty  and  slavery,  the  best  feel- 
ings of  the  human  heart  have  been  enlisted  against 
us;  if  it  had   been  generally  known   that,  so  far 
from  promoting.  Congress  has,  by  successive  acts, 
exerted  all  its  |)owers  for  prohibiting  the  importa- 
tion of  slaves,  many  of  the  maledictions  which 
have  been  so  prodigally  heaped  on   the  heads  of 
tho.se  who  oppose  this  restriction  would  have  been 
.spared.     These  laws,  to  which  the  severest  penal- 
tie*  have  been  affixed,  were  passed  with  a  unanim- 
ity which  destroys  all  sectional  claim  to  the  honor 
of  enacting  them.     There  is,  too,  a  peculiarity  at- 
tending these  law.s,  which  is  eminently  honorable 
to  the  humanity  of  the  American  Congress;  the 
representation  of  the  ordinary  penal   laws  of  the 
country  has  been  left  to  the  punishments  which  are 
denounced  against  the  offender ;  but  in  this  case, 
by  an'act  of  the  last  session,  the  whole  naval  force 
of  the  United  States  was  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  President  to  enforce  the  laws  for  prohibiting 
j  the  slave   trade  ;    the  usual    sanctions  were   not 
deemed  sufficient,  and  the  public  force  is  at  this 
moment  employed  in  preventing  what  an  unfortu- 
nate misapprehension  of  the  question  has  induced 
niany  to  accuse  us  of  countenancing  and  promot- 
ing.    This  was  a  question  of  dispersion,  not  of 
importation  ;  a  question  different,  not  only  as  to 
policy,  but  radically  so  as  to  the  powers  of  Con- 
gress to  act  on  it. 

Mr.  A.  said  that  he  should  contend  that  Con- 
gress possessed  no  power  to  impose  this  restriction 
on  the  people  of  Missouri,  either  by  an  original 
prescription  declaring  that  it  should  become  an 
article  in  their  constitution,  or  by  the  more  plau- 
sible mode  of  compact  by  which  it  might  seem 
that  the  alternative  was  left  to  the  people,  and  the 
insertion  of  it  would  be  a  voluntary  act  on  their 
part.  He  should  contend  that  each  State  should 
come  into  the  Union  equal  and  unimpaired  in  its 
sovereignty,  except  so  far  as  it  was  impaired  by 
Its  obligations  to  the  PVderal  Constitution  ;  if  it 
had  come  under  obligations  in  any  other  way,  or 
had  been  deprived  of  any  attribute  of  sovereignty 
which  all  the  other  States  possessed,  it  had  then 
lost  the  necessary  equality,  and  also  that  character 
of  a  State,  which  was  indispensable  for  its  admis- 
sion into  this  Union.  Various  clauses  have  been 
relied  on  by  the  advocates  of  this  amendment  to 
support  the  restriction.  No  express  power  is  pre- 
tended, although  it  mav  be  truly  said  that  if  any 
case  could  occur  in  which  we  might  reasonably 
demand  an  express  authority,  it  would  be  when 
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we  were  withdrawing  from  a  State  a  portion  of 
its  sovereign  power.  He  would  not,  however,  ex- 
act this  of  his  adversaries,  but,  in  answer  to  their 
loud  calls  for  a  liberal  construction,  to  enable  them 
to  effect  their  humane  and  beneficent  purpose,  he 
would  say  that  this  was  a  case  that  eminently  jus- 
tified a  most  rigid  construction.  The  general 
scheme  of  the  Federal  Constitution  contemplates 
external  objects  ;  he  knew  that  this  scheme  was 
not  preserved  entire,  but  whenever  it  was  departed 
from  the  objects  of  legislation  were  specifically 
named ;  and  now,  when  gentlemen  are  for  violat- 
ing this  general  intention  and  making  it  act  on  a 
case  emphatically  internal,  we  had  a  right  to  con- 
fine them  to  rigid  construction. 

The  clause  giving  to  Congress  power  to  '•  regulate 
commerce  between  the  States,"  to  make  '*  all  need- 
ful rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  of 
the  United  States,"  and  the  ninth  section  of  the 
first  article,  declaring  that  '-the  migration  or  im- 
portation of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States  now 
existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be 

Erohibited  by  the  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1808," 
ave  all  been  cited  and  relied  on  by  different  gen- 
tlemen, as  forming  the  source  of  the  disputed 
power.  Each  of  these  clauses  has  been  presentfd 
m  every  way  which  ingenuity  could  devise,  to 
maintain  the  power.  He  said  he  would  not  distress? 
the  Committee  by  again  entering  into  an  exami- 
nation of  the  true  meaning  of  these  parts  of  the 
Constitution  ;  this  subject  had  been  so  amply  dis- 
cussed, and  he  considered  every  argument  dVawn 
from  these  sources  so  completely  ovtrthrown,  that 
resp|ect  for  his  own  feelings  would  not  ftermit  him 
again  to  enter  into  it.  But  they  were  susceptible 
of  an  answer,  which  he  would  now  proceed  to  give  ; 
an  answer  conceding,  for  the  moment,  the  con- 
struction which  was  improperly  givt-n,  but  denying 
everv  inference  which  was  drawn  from  it. 

All  these  clau-ses  give  to  Congress  a  legislative 
power  ;  and  it  must  be  executed  in  the  usual  way, 
by  a  direct  act  of  legislation,  by  an  act  of  Congress! 
The  first  section  of  the  Constitution  declares,  that 
"all  legislative  powers  herein  granted  are  vested 
in  a  Congress  of  the  United  States.'  The.se  powers 
must  be  executed  directly  by  the  body  in  whom 
they  are  vested.  They  cannot  be  executed  by  a 
compact,  the  very  essence  of  which  is,  that  one 
party  shall  not  be  released  from  its  obligations  but 
with  the  assent  of  the  other.  A  power  to  regulate 
"  trade  between  the  States"  is  to  be  exercised  at 
the  discretion  of  Congress,  and  in  such  a  way  that 
Congress  can  at  any  time  resume  its  powers,  may 
modify  the  law,  or  refK-al  it.  Congros  can  in  no 
way  so  dispose  of  a  legislative  power  vested  in  it, 
as  to  lose  that  control  over  the  subject  which  the 
Constitution  intended  to  vest  in  that  body,  and  no 
other.  The  nature  of  a  compact  is  inconsistent 
with  that  continuing  control.  Here,  it  is  proposed 
that  Congress  shall  execute  its  power  to  **  prevent 
migration,  or  to  make  needful  rules  and  rejulations 
concerning  the  territory  of  th«'  United  Slates,''not 
by  direct  legislation,  but  bv  a  law  declaring  that 
the  people  of  Missouri  shall  be  admitted  into  the 
Union,  if  they  will  execute  those  clauses  of  the 
Constitution. 


The  jxjwers  of  Congress  are  to  be  executed  by 
Congress  only  ;  they  are  not  susceptible  of  delega- 
tion. The  whole  burden  of  judging  of  the  time 
and  manner  of  executing  them,  is  submitted  to  us, 
and  cannot  be  surrendered  ;  it  is  a  right  or  duty 
delegated  to  Congress  and  is  not  capable  of  farther 
transmission.  That  member  of  the  ninth  section 
which  authorizes  Congress  to  prohibit  the  impor- 
tation of  slaves,  has  been  executed  in  the  ordinary 
way  ;  no  one  doubted  the  power  of  Congress  to  pas* 
the  law  and  no  one  can  doubt  their  power  to  repeal 
it.  But  now  you  urge  us  to  execute  the  other 
member  of  the  section,  relating  to  migration,  in  a 
way  which  renders  it  impossible  to  resume  the 
power.  If  this  restriction  is  passed,  the  result  will 
then  be,  that  there  are  important  legislative  powers 
which  depend  for  their  execution,  not  on  the  will 
of  Congress,  but  on  the  people  of  Missouri.  He 
would  say  nothing  of  the  Constitutional  difficulty 
of  executing  these  high  powers,  in  reference  to  one 
State  only,  while  with  regard  to  the  re^t  of  the 
Union  they  were  suspended.  But,  if  the  clauses 
referred  to  really  bore  the  sense  contended  for,  and 
gave  the  power  to  act  on  the  >ubjeet,  why  do  not 
gentlemen  themselves  prefer  the  simple  mode  of 
an  act  of  CongreN>  ?  If  they  have  the  power  of 
preventing  slaves  from  g<»ing  from  Virginia  to 
Missouri,  why  do  they  not  execute  it  in  the  usual 
way  ?  This  unnecessary  resort  to  a  circuitous  and 
doubtful  mode  would  justify  our  votes  against  iL 
But  in  truth  all  these  clauses  combined  give  them 
no  newer  to  actatall  on  the  subject ;  as,  he  thought, 
had  been  coniplett  ly  shown  by  the  gentlemen  who 
had  preceded  him.  He  had  forborne  to  examine 
the  operation  of  these  elauM-s,  because  he  was  un- 
willing to  follow  so  implicitly  the  track  of  others, 
and  he  thought  the  answer  which  he  had  given 
to  this  part  of  the  argument  of  his  adversaries 
equally  decisive  and  more  despatchful. 

The  clause  declariiiir  that  "Congress  may  admit 
new  States  into  this  Union"  is  the  only  one  which 
he  thought  deserved  consideration.  It  has  been 
vehemently  contended,  that  a  right  to  "  admit  new 
States"  included  a  [Kjwer  to  impose  any  conditions, 
and  in  all  things  to  regulate  the  manner  of  admis- 
sion. The  true  construction,  he  thought,  gave  to 
Congress  a  power  to  "  admit,"  or  to  reji-ct  only  ; 
that  when  tins  was  done,  the  jwwer  was  executed. 
It  was  not,  however,  necessary  for  him  to  contend 
that  Congress  could  impose  no  conditions  or  terras, 
which  were  raertly  to  regulate  the  time  or  manner 
of  admission  ;  it  was  sufficient  for  him  to  show 
that  the  condition  now  b<*fore  the  Committee  could 
not  U"  imposed.  The  sequel  of  his  argument  might 
show  that  none  could  be  imposed.  It  was  hispur- 
pase  to  show,  that  ('ongress  now  demandi-d  of 
.Missouri  to  surrtnder  an  essential  attribute  of  .sov- 
ereignty; one,  which  every  State  in  the  Union 
(except  those  on  which  the  like  usurpation  had 
l>een  practised)  posses,sed  ;  and  one,  which,  if  re- 
linquished, degraded  her  below  tiie  character  of  a 
'•  Slate,"  the  only  eharacter  in  which  by  the  terms 
of  the  Constitution  she  could  \)v  admitted.  The 
section  gave  an  authority  to  admit  new  States 
only.  He  should  not  refer  to  any  book  on  public 
law  for  a  definition  of  the  word  ;  it  had  in  our 
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Constitution  a  technical,  well  known  mining, 
which  was  ascertained  by  reference  to  the  other 
States.     In  the   first  place,  every  State  in  this 
Union  had  within  itself  a  capacity  for  altering  or 
reforming  its  internal  government,  whenever    it 
thought  proper;  and,  secondly,  the  sovereign  powers 
of  the  people  have  been  surrendered  in  two  ways 
only,  viz:  by  their  Sute   constitutions,  and  the 
Federal  Constitution.  Ifthis  restriction  be  imposed 
the  people  of  Mi.ssouri  will  have  a  government  es- 
sentially different  from  a  "  State,"  in  both  these 
respects.     It  will  be  recollected,  that  it  is  the  irrev- 
ocable  nature  of  the   condition   to  be  imposed, 
which  gives  the  real  character  to  it,  and  it  was  to 
that  feature  that  his  objections  were  now  addressed. 
It  takes  from  Mi.ssouri  that  full  power  to  alter  its 
State  government,  which  all  the  States  possess. 
The   Declaration  of  Independence,  which  gave 
birth  to  our  political  existence,  recognises  this  right, 
and,  in  the  strong  language  of  its  author,  says  "  it 
is  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or  abolish  their 
government ;"  a  right,  which  Mr.  Madison  in  one 
of  the  numbers  of  the  Federalist,  calls  "a  trans- 
cendent and   precious  right."     This  power  of  al-  i 
tenng  the  State  constitution  is  not  only  possessed,  | 
but  the  utmost  care  has  been  shown  in  declaring  j 
it,  in  all  the  bills  of  rights  which  accompany  them.  I 
The  constitution  of  Massachusetts  declares  that  ' 
the  people  alone  "  have  an  incontestable,  indefea- 
sible, and  inalienable  right    to   institute  govern- 
ment, and  tt)  reform,  alter,  or  totally  change  the 
same."     These  are  only  declarations  of  what  is 
inseparably  connected  with  each  State  government; 
a   capacity  of  reforming  itself  in  every  respect, 
where  it  is  not  restricted  by  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion.    He  considered   this  ri^ht  so  essential,  that 
its  abandonment  by  the  people  of  Missouri  would 
constitute  a  fatal  distinction  between  their  govern- 
ment and  a  "  State."     The   result   of  this  view 
was,  that,  as  soon  as  the  clau.se  was  inserted  in  any 
constitution,  which  was  irrevocable  or  unalterable 
by  the  people  for  whom  it  was  established,  that 
the  Government  was  so  radically  different  from 
any  member  of  this  Union,  that  it  could  not  be  a 
State  in  the  Constitutional  sense  of  the  word. 

If  this  restriction  be  admitted,  another  es.sential 
difference  will  be  created  between  the  proposed 
form  of  government  and  any  other  in  the  Confed- 
eracy. The  sovereign  power  of  these  people  will 
be  subject,  not  onlv  to  the  limitations  which  are 
placed  on  that  of  the  people  of  the  other  States,  in  I 
their  State  and  Federal  Constitutions,  but  there 
will  be  a  portion  surrendered  in  a  way  perfectly 
anomalous,  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  Congress.  For, 
although  it  is  proposed  that  the  restriction  shall  be 
placed  m  the  State  constitution,  still  it  is  the  law 
of  Congress  which  gives  all  the  efficacy  to  it,  by 
declaring  that  it  shall  be  irrevocable.  And,  pur- 
suing this  idea,  it  may  be  observed,  that  all  the 
people  of  the  United  States  have  reserved  a  mode 
of  changing  their  forms  of  government  by  the 
ways  proposed  either  in  their  State  or  Federal 
Constitutions ;  while,  if  this  amendment  succeeds, 
there  would  be  an  article  in  this  new  constitution 
which  would  not  be  amendable  at  all ;  or,  if  at  all 
by  a  nwde  so  ludicrous  that  the  advocates  of  re-' 


I  striction  have  not  mentioned  it;  it  could  only  be 
!  done  by  repealing  the  act  of  Congress  which  re- 
quired it.  The  idea  of  making  the  continuance  of 
any  article  m  a  Slate  constitution  dependent  on 
,  the  continuance  or  repeal  of  a  law  of  Congress,  is 
I  not  only  ludicrous  but  mischievous. 

If  this  restriction  is  imposed,  the  new  govern- 
!  ment  will  differ  from  the  "States"  of  the  Union  in 
!  these  important  features;  it  will  have  a  part  of  its 
^  constitution  unalterable  by  the  people  for  whom 
it  is  made ;  the  sovereignty  of  the  j^ople  will  be 
j  given  up  by  an  additional  way  not  known  to  the 
other  States;  a  part  of  its  constitution  will  be  en- 
tirely unchangeable,  or,  if  it  can  be  changed,  it  can 
be  done  only  by  the  consent  of  Congress ;  and  it 
will  have  given  to  Congress  a  local  interference 
denied  by  all  the  States.     With  these  important 
distinctions,  all  degrading  her  below  the  dignity  of 
a  "State,"  he  contended  that  she  could  no  longer 
support  her  claims  to  that  character.     In  books  on 
public  law,  P'rance  and  Denmark  are  States,  but 
in  our  Constitution  they  are  not.     He  said,  it  was 
apparent  that  he  did  not  intend  to  give  a  definition 
of  the  word  "State,"  or  to  require  a  conformity 
between  the  constitutions  of  all,  but  the  position 
which  he  had  laid  down  was,  that  no  government 
in  our  Union  could  be  a  "State"  which  had  given 
up  the  power  of  reforming  its  constitution  in  any 
of  its  parts,  and  which  was  bound  to  the  Union  in 
any  other  way  than  by  the  Federal  Constitution. 
Mr.  A.  said,  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  give 
I  a  definition  of  a  republic,  but  if  Mr.  Hamilton,  in 
I  the  Federalist,  had  not  been  grossly  wrong  in  sta- 
I  ting  that  clause  in  the  Constitution,  declaring  that 
I  Congress  should  guaranty  to  every  State  in  the 
j  Union  a  republican  form  of  government,  it  would 
'  well  support  his  position. 

I  At  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  all  the 
I  States  were  left  perfectly  equal  and  sovereign. 
When  the  Articles  of  Confederation  were  formed 
they  were  still  equal  and  sovereign,  too,  except  so 
far  as  powers  had  been  surrendered  in  those  arti- 
cles. When  these  articles  were  dissolved  by  the 
Federal  Constitution,  they  were  still  equal  and 
sovereign  in  every  respect,  where  powers  were 
not  surrendered  by  that  instrument.  Then,  when 
another  State  is  admitted,  she  must  be  equal  and 
alike  sovereign ;  otherwise,  she  is  no  fit  associate 
for  the  confederates  of  this  Union.  To  say  that 
the  people  of  the  different  States  have  given  in 
their  different  forms  of  government  very  unequal 
portions  of  the  sovereign  power,  cannot  affect  the 
argument.  It  is  the  capacity  either  to  give  this 
power,  or  to  withhold,  or  to  resume  it,  which  con- 
stitutes their  equality. 

It  has  been  urged,  that  inasmuch  as  Congress 
would,  at  the  next  session,  have  the  undoubted 
right  to  reiect  the  admission  of  Missouri  if  the 
proposed  clause  were  omitted,  or,  indeed,  without 
assigning  any  reason,  that  there  can  be  no  impro- 
priety in  now  passing  a  law  declaring  the  condi- 
tion on  which  we  will  then  admit  her.  This 
rnanner  of  presenting  the  case  is  specious,  but  a 
little  attention  will  show  that  the  distinction  in  the 
result  is  obvious.  If  this  clause  were  voluntarily 
inserted  by  the  people  of  Missouri,  it  would  then 
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be  on  a  footing  with  every  other  part  of  their  con- 
stitution, amendable  and  alterable  by  the  same 
power  which  put  it  there ;  but  if  it  is  put  there  by 
virtue  of  an  act  of  Congress,  which  makes  it  a 
condition  of  admission  that  it  shall  be  irrevocable, 
it  is  placed  on  ground  essentially  different.  If  the 
constitution  were  now  here  presented  to  us  for  our 
approbation,  with  a  clause  declaring,  in  the  strong- 
est language,  that  there  should  never  be  involun- 
tary servitude  in  the  new  State,  the  advocates  of 
this  amendment  will  have  the  frankness  to  tell 
you  that  it  would  not  answer  their  demands.  It 
must  be  inserted  by  virtue  of  a  compact  with 
Congress,  by  which  it  receives  its  irrevocable  char- 
acter— the  only  character  in  which  it  is  acceptable 
to  them. 

The  idea  that  Missouri  may  relinquish  this 
power,  and  that  Congress  is  only  passive  in  re- 
ceiving it,  Ls  entirely  fallacious.  Congress  is  per- 
fectly the  creature  of  the  Constitution  ;  it  can 
neither  exercise  nor  receive  a  power  which  is  not 
within  the  instrument  creating  it.  A  capacity  to 
receive  a  power  is  itself  frequently  a  power  of 
the  greatest  magnitude  and  mischief.  Congress 
is  not  capable  of  receiving  any  addition  to  its 
powers  but  from  the  same  source  which  gave 
them.  They  never  can  be  increased  or  dimin- 
ished, but  through  that  instrument  which  now  con- 
veys them. 

From  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  may  fairly  be 
considered  that,  in  admitting  a  new  State,  we  have 
no  authority  to  impose  on  it  a  condition  which 
would  take  from  it  a  right  so  essential  to  its  sover- 
eignty— the  right  of  altering  its  form  of  State  gov- 
ernment in  all  its  parts.  But  the  clause  which 
declares  that  the  United  States  '•  shall  guaranty  to 
every  State  in  this  Union  a  republican  form  of 
government,"  seems  to  fix  with  great  precision  the 
bf>undary  of  Congressional  interference  in  State 
governments.  The  federal  aid  is  not  to  bt;  admit- 
ted for  any  other  purpose.  As  soon  as  you  over- 
leap this  safe  boundary,  there  is  no  limit  to  your 
officious  interference.  You  can  go  wherever  your 
good  or  evil  passions  may  carry  you.  It  is  in  vain 
to  say  that  your  purpose  is  benefacent ;  the  wickedest 
scheme  or  the  wildest  crusade  would  have  the 
same  apology  ;  as  soon  as  the  principle  is  estab- 
lished that  one  condition  may  be  imposed,  it  is  the 
inevitable  consequence  that  any  other  condition 
may  be  imposed.  Gentlemen  have  been  too  can- 
did to  attempt  to  draw  a  distinction.  The  same 
power  which  would  enable  us  to  declare  that  Mis- 
souri should  not  be  admitted  except  on  the  condi- 
tion of  excluding  slavery,  would  authorize  us  to 
demand  a  condition  of  MainCjUhat  she  should  pass 
no  law  «'xcluding  it.  And  as  it  regards  the  situ- 
ation of  those  unfortunate  people,  for  whose  benefit 
this  amendment  was  introduced,  he  had  no  doubt 
that  it  would  be  much  better,  not  only  if  the  new 
State  in  the  North,  but  all  the  States  of  the  Union, 
would  admit  those  now  in  the  United  States  to  be 
dispersed  through  them.  The  principle  which 
justifies  us  in  imposing  a  single  article  would  jus- 
tify us  in  draughting  a  constitution  at  full  length, 
and  declaring  that  the  people  of  Missouri  should 
be  admitted  on  adopting  that,  and  no  other.     But 


we  should  not  be  restricted  even  to  those  subjects 
which  are  usually  introduced  into  forms  of  gov- 
ernment. Every  object  of  internal  economy  would 
beopen  to  our  direction  ;  the  influence  of  the  South- 
ern States  might  demand,  before  admission  should 
be  given,  that  the  new  State  should  assent  to  a 
stipulation  that  cotton  should  never  be  cultivated 
within  its  territories;  the  Western  States  might 
stipulate  for  an  exclusion  of  their  staples  from  all 
culture  in  Missouri;  while  the  North  might  re- 
quire that  she  should  abandon  manufactures. 
These  would  all  be  convenient  things.  It  would 
be  highly  desirable  to  the  cupidity  of  the  old  States 
that  the  immense  region  to  the  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi should  ever  be  kept  under  restrictions,  which 
would  disable  her  from  coming  into  competition 
with  us  in  any  of  those  articles  which  her  climate 
and  soil  would  abundantly  produce.  And  it  can- 
not be  doubted  that  the  spirit  of  monopoly  wUl 
indulge  itself  wherever  it  has  the  power.  If  the 
principle  of  Conffres^ional  interference  be  once  es- 
tablished, the  rights  of  the  people  of  the  Territo- 
ries will  be  just  such  as  the  wantonness  of  a  power 
without  limits,  in  prescribing  their  constitutions, 
may  think  proper  to  leave  them. 

The  10th  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution says  that  "  no  State  shall,  vithunt  tite  con- 
sent of  Cvfif/resn^  lay  a  duty  or  impost  on  imports  or 
exports."  The  same  provision  also  ap})hes  to  du- 
ties on  tonnage.  Every  argument  which  has  been 
urged  in  favor  of  this  restriction  would  go  to  jus- 
tily  Congress  in  annexing  any  condition  or  terms 
to  the  grant  of  its  "const-nt"  in  these  cases.  The 
mischiefs  of  this  construction  become  more  mani- 
fest as  we  multiply  the  clauses  to  which  this  kind 
of  interpretation  would  apply.  If  Congress  can 
make  this  clause  the  mean  of  exacting  from  a 
State  the  relinquishment  of  any  privilege  or  right, 
there  is  no  limit  to  the  control  which  she  may  ac- 
quire. Congress,  like  other  jjolitical  bodies,  has  a 
continued  proneness  to  the  increase  of  its  powers ; 
and  so  long  as  the  States  have  any  thing  to  relin- 
quish, may  the.se  means  of  acquisition  be  employed. 
And  it  IS  not  on  new  States  only  that  this  engine 
may  be  exerted.  In  the  cases  just  mentioned,  we 
may  give  our  consent,  on  the  condition  that  ihe 
Stale  will  ingraft  on  her  constitution  an  amend- 
ment declaring  that  the  people  shall  not  U'urarm?, 
except  those  furnished  by  the  United  States;  that 
not  more  than  twenty  shall  a.ssemble  to  petition 
for  a  redress  of  grievances,  or  that  they  shall  not 
do  any  other  thing  which  might  Ix?  deemed  trouble- 
some or  inconvenient  to  Congress. 

But  the  doctrine  can  be  carrie<l  further,  and  ap- 
plied to  every  law  passed  by  Congress.  Petitions, 
almost  without  number,  are  now  on  your  table, 
praving  for  a  protection  to  manufacturers.  Such 
is  the  importance  attached  to  this  subject,  that,  in 
some  of  the  manufacturing  States,  almost  any 
privilege  or  right  would,  under  the  present  state  of 
despondency,  be  surrendered  to  give  success  to  their 
prayers.  Shall  we  say  to  the  people  of  Massa- 
chusetts: "We  believe  your  prayers  are  reasona- 
'  ble,  but  we  know  your  necessities  would  compel 
'  you  to  surrender  whatever  we  demand,  and  as 
'  we  have  a  power  to  reject  them,  we  will  pass 
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'  the  law  impo.«ing  a  duty  which  will  place  your 
'  manufacturers  beyond  all  foreign  competition;  to 
'  take  eflect  provided  you  will  insert  in  your  Con- 
'  stitution  an  article  declaring  that  emigrants  to 

*  your  State  may  hereafter  retain  their  slaves." 
This  is  really  the  effect  of  the  language  held  out 
to  Missouri ;  for  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  the 
prayer  of  the  people  of  Missouri  for  self-govern- 
ment is  admitted  to  be  perfectly  reasonable;  no 
objection  is  made  to  the  population  or  to  the  ex- 
tent of  territory. 

The  consequences  of  this  doctrine  would  be 
mischief  and  corruption  truly  without  Iwunds;  it 
would  involve  a  trafficking  of  political  power  and 
popular  rights;  it  would  be  a  bartering  of  legisla- 
tive powers  for  State  sovereignly. 

It  is  difficult  to  conjecture  on  what  ground  that 
branch  of  the  proposed  amendment  can  be  sup- 
ported, the  effect  of  which  is  to  declare  free  the 
children  of  the  slaves  now  in  Missouri,  who  shall 
be  born  after  the  admission.  The  fifth  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  says,  that  "  no  person 
shall  he  deprived  of  his  property  without  due 
process  of  law,"  and  that  "private  proj)erty  shall 
not  be  taken  for  public  use  without  just  compen- 
sation." He  thought  the  Committee  could  not, 
for  a  moment,  entertain  a  proposition  which  is  in 
direct  hostility  to  this  principle  contained  in  every 
State  constitution.  If  this  was  persisted  in,  it 
would  be  equivalent  to  demanding  of  Missouri  to 
do  that  which  every  other  State  had  declared 
could  not  be  done. 

Before  he  entirely  dismissed  this  part  of  the  sul>- 
ject,  he  would,  merely  for  the  benefit  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont,  read  a  sentence  in  the  con-  i 
stitutit)n  ot  that  State ;  it  expressed,  in  energetic 
language,  the  true  doctrine  on  the  subject  of  Fed- 
eral interference  iu  local  concerns :  "The  people 
of  this  State,  by  llivir  legal  representatives,  have 
the  sole,  inherent,  and  exclusive  right,  of  govern- 
ing and  regulating  the  internal  police  of  the  same." 
This  IS  an  express  declaration  of  that  which  was 
true  without  any  declaration,  not  only  with  regard 
to  Vermont,  but  to  every  other  Stale. 

There  are  other  considerations  connected  with 
this  subject,  which  must  Ik*  deemed  of  the  highest 
importance,  so  long  as  the  solemn  faith  of  this 
nation,  pledged  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  con- 
tinues to  impose  any  obligation  on  its  political 
agents.  The  treaty  by  which  the  Ui,ited  States 
acquired  this  country,  declarers,  that  "the  inhabit- 
'  ants  of  the  ceded  Territory  shall  be  incorporated 
'  in  the  union  of  the  United  States,  and  admitted 
'  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of 
'  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all 
'  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citi- 
'  zensof  the  United  States;  and,  in  tlie  meantime, 
'  they  shall  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free 

*  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  the  reli- 
'  gion  which  they  profess."  This  language  is  too 
plain  and  too  strong  to  be  mistaken.  But  it  is  urged 
that  the  treaty-making  power  cannot  prescribe  the 
terms  on  which  a  foreign  country  shall  be  incor- 
porated into  the  Union.  He  would  not  argue  that 
question  ;  it  was  unnecessary  in  his  view  of  the 
subject. 


It  was  sufficient  to  say,  that  the  treaty  had  beea 
approved  and  ratified  in  every  possible  form  in 
which  its  stipulations  could  be  executed.  We 
took  the  country,  we  hold  it,  and  we  have  no  in- 
tention of  giving  it  up.  Congress  appropriated 
the  money  for  its  purchase,  governments  have 
been  established  in  it,  a  part  of  it  has  been  "  incor- 
porated into  the  Union"  as  an  independent  State. 
Is  it  possible  that  we  can,  after  these  things,  say, 
that  we  will  hold  the  country  and  enjoy  all  those 
parts  of  the  treaty  which  are  favorable  to  us,  and 
reject  that  clause  which  secured  to  the  inhabitants 
the  right  of  free  and  equal  government  ?  Can  we, 
without  disgrace,  keep  this  country,  and  now  say, 
"  the  President  and  Senate  had  no  power  to  make 
such  a  stipulation  ?"  But  it  has  been  said,  even  in 
this  debate,  that  the  people  of  the  country  were  no 
parties  to  the  treaty ;  that  they  had  no  rignt  to  com- 
plain. This  deserved  no  answer;  but  he  would 
say  that  they  had  a  right  to  complain  of  the  viola- 
tion of  this,  or  any  other  article  made  solely  for 
their  benefit.  The  whole  of  the  argument  of  our 
adversaries,  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  amounts  to 
this :  Seventeen  years  ago  we  purchased  Louis- 
iana ;  Congress  paid  for  it ;  the  American  people 
ratified  it.  We  hold  it ;  we  have  sold  the  lands 
and  received  the  money,  but  we  will  not  execute 
this  article  until  the  inhabitants  will  agree  to  do 
that  which  (we  must  acknowledge)  was  not  in  the 
contemplation  of  either  party  at  the  making  of  the 
treaty.  Does  the  whole  history  of  European  dip- 
lomacy show  a  case  of  plainer  and  viler  perfidy 
than  this  would  be  ?  In  this  case  there  is  no  am- 
biguity in  the  phrase  which  can  create  any  apol- 
ogy for  evasion.  The  article  plainly  contemplates 
not  only  a  temporary  government,  "in  the  mean- 
time," for  the  protection  of  the  "liberty,  property, 
and  religion,"  of  the  inhabitants,  but  their  final 
incorporation  into  the  Union,  on  the  principles  of 
the  Federal  Constitution."  The  words  "as  soon 
as  possible,"  show  that  the  event  of  "incorpora- 
tion" was  not   to   be  unneces.sarily  postponed. 

These  words  contemplated  the  submitting  to  the 
wisdom  of  Congress  a  proper  discretion  of  judg- 
ing of  the  extent  of  population  which  should  be 
required,  and  of  the  capacities  of  the  |)eople  for 
self-defence.  By  the  concession  of  all,  every  re- 
quisite of  this  kind  is  attained.  No  objection  has 
been  urged,  and  it  is  understood  that  the  advocates 
of  this  amendment  w^ill  all  vote  for  the  admission 
of  the  State,  if  they  succeed  in  passing  it.  There 
is,  then,  no  difficulty  on  the  only  point  on  which 
difficulty  could  arise. 

It  is  not  by  the  treaty  alone  that  the  faith  of  the 
Government  has  been  pledged  to  refrain  from  any 
exaction  of  this  kind.  The  ancient  laws  t»f  the 
country  permitted  slavery,  and  if  the  United  States, 
on  its  acquisition,  had  determined  to  change  the 
system,  the  necessary  laws  forbidding  its  ftirther 
introduction  should  then  have  been  passed  ;  but 
the  course  was  very  different.  The  ancient  laws 
not  only  were  unrepealed,  but  indirect  assurances 
were  given  to  all  emigrants  that  this  subject  should 
forever  remain  untouched.  By  the  first  lawestab- 
lishing  a  Territorial  government,  among  other 
provisions  for  the  welfare  of  the  people,  it  is  en- 
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acted  "that  no  slare  or  slares  shall,  directly  or 
indirectly,  be  introduced  into  said  Territory,  except 
by  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  removing  into 
said  Territory  for  actual  settlement,  and  being  at 
the  time  of  such  removal  bona  fide  owner  of  such 
slave."  Here  is  a  legal  provision  regulating  the 
introduction  of  those  slaves  whose  increase  are,  by 
the  operation  of  this  amendment,  to  be  declared 
free.  Under  the  influence  and  faith  of  these  laws 
that  country  has  been  settled.  The  public  lands 
have  been  sold  to  thousands  who  would  not  have 
purchased  but  under  the  expectation  that  the  public 
laith  would  have  been  held  inviolate. 

It  has  been  urged  that  the  di.spersion  of  slaves 
through  the  Western  country  would  bear  peculi- 
arly hard  on  the  non-slaveholding  States,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Federal  Constitution  appor- 
tioning the  representation.     This  is  entirely  falla- 
cious.    Three-tifths  of  the  slaves  must  be  repre- 
sented wherever  they  may  be  in  the  United  States. 
If  the  representation  of  iMissouri  is  increased  by 
their  introducTion,  some  of  the  Southern   States 
must  have  sustained  a  correspondent  lo.vs.    So  that 
it  is  entirely  indifferent  to  the  citizens  of  the  North 
whether  this  kind  of  population  be  stationary  or 
removable.    The  removal  of  slaves  may  have  some  i 
little  effect  during  the  interval  between  two  gene-  ' 
ral  enumerations ;  but  that  is  also  the  case  'as  it  \ 
regards  the  whites.     The  individuals  who  now  i 
compose  the  constituents  of  the  members  from  In-  | 
diana  and  Illinois,  were  at  the  last  census  enume-  I 
rated  in  Connecticutand  the  other  Northern  States, 
and  aided  in  giving  to  those  States  that  portion  i 
of  representation  which   they  now   have.      This  ' 
inconvenience  will  becorrected  at  the  next  census, 
and  it  has  never  heretofore  formed  any  objection 
to  the  admission  of  new  States. 

Means  have  been  used  to  aggravate  the  alleged 
hardship  which  the  federal  rule  lor  apportioning 
the  representation  was  supposed  to  impose.     It  ha' 
been  stated  in  a  speech  delivered  during  the  lai.t 
session,  a  printed  report  of  which   I  have   read, 
[Mr.  King's]  that  "  this  inequality  in  the  appor- 
'  tionment  of  representatives  was  not  misunder- 
stood at  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  ;  but  as 
'  no  one  anticipated  the  fact,  that  the  whole  of  the 
revenue  of  the  United  States  would  be  derived 
'  from  indirect  taxes,  but  it  was  believed  that  a 
^  part  of  the  contribution  to  the  common  treasury 
^  would  be  apportioned  among  the  States  by  the 
'  rule  for  the  apportionment  of  representatives,  the 

*  States  in  which  slavery  is  prohibited,  ultimately, 
though  reluctantly,  acquiesced  in  the  dispro[)or- 
tionate   number  of  representatives  and  electors 

*  that  was  secured  to  the  slaveholdin?  States.  The 
I  concession  was  at  the  time  believed  to  be  a  good 
'  one,  and  has  proved  to  have  been  the  greatest 
'  which  was  made  to  secure  the  adoption  of  the 
'  Constitution."  This  statement  has  remained  un- 
contradicted, and  It  was  for  that  rea.son  that  he 
now  mentioned  it.  It  is  manifest  to  you,  said  iVIr. 
A.,  that  I  can  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the 
transactions  of  that  day,  and  if  the  contradiction 
was  to  depend  on  my  recollection,  I  should  not 
▼enture  to  make  it  against  authority  so  high  ;  but 
the  statement  is  wholly  erroneous.     The  evidences 


'  m  my  hand  show  that  the  Constitution  was  not 
I  adopted  by  the  Northern  State.s,  under  the  expec- 
tation that  direct  taxes  would  be  frequently  resort- 
ed to  for  supplying  the  public  treasury  ;  that  neither 
such  an  expectation  nor  such  a  wish  exi-sted.    The 
convention  of  the  State  of  New  York,  which  was 
called  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  Con.stitu- 
tion,  did,  after  iLs  ratification,  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  recommend  amendments  to  the  adoption 
'  of  the  other  States.    The  third  amendment  recom- 
mended is,  '•  That  Congre>s  do  not  lay  direa  taxts 
but  when  the  money.s  arising  from  the  impost  and 
I  excise  shall  be  insufficient  for  the  public  exigen- 
,  cies,"  Ac.     The  States  of  Ma.ssachusetts,  Rhode 
Island,  and  New  Hampshire,  did  each,  in  their  sev- 
eral  conventK^ns,  recommend   the   .^ame  amend- 
I  ment.     There  was  then  no  expectation  defeated: 
I  the  operation  of  the  Constitution  was  fully  .seeii 
and  anticipated.    So  far  were  these  Northern  States 
from  considering  a  frequent  resort  to  direct  taxes 
as  the  equivalent  given  to  tlum  for  the  mode  of 
apportioning  the  representation,  that  their  mem- 
bers  were    required    to   procure    the   amendment 
taking  from  Congress  the  power  of  imposing  direct 
taxes,  except  in  cases  of  public  exigency.    Nothing 
is  more  highly  calculated  to  exa.sperate  the  people 
of  the  Northern  States  than  the  existence  of  a  be- 
lief that  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  were 
at  its  adoption  onerous  to  them,  or  are  b«voming 
so  by  the  practice  under  it.     Up  had,   therefore, 
thought  pro|)er  to  present  to  the  Committee  these 
evidences  ol  the  public  sentiment  at  that  time,  and 
to  show  from  them  that  the  provision  which  is 
now  represented  as  forming  the  strongest  recom- 
mendation  to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution 
was  really  one  of  the  most  obnoxious.  ' 

The  Committee  rose,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pin- 
nALL,  of  Virginia  ;  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Sati'hday,  February  12. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  President,  Directors,  and  Compa- 
ny, of  the  Merchants'  Bank  of  Newport,  in  Rhode 
Island,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mrtlee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  Speakkh  laid  Ijefore  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  covering  a 
report  and  sundry  statements,  rendered  in  obedi- 
ence to  a  resolution  of  this  Hou.se  of  the  28th 
ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the 
General  Post  Office ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 


DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Jersey,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  viz: 

heao/ved.  That,  lo  enable  the  inhabitants  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  to  detrrmiue  whether  it  will  be  for 
iheir  benefit  that  the  rights  of  self-Rovernment  be  ex- 
tended to  ihem,  so  far  as  the  aarne  may  constitution- 
ally be  done ;  and  to  enable  there,  if  they  be  of  such 
opinion,  to  form  a  frame  of  goTGrnment  for  themselvea, 
suhjecl  to  the  ratification  of  Congress, — a  convention' 
of  representativea  of  said  DiaUict  be,  and  is  hereby, 
authorized. 

Resohtd,  That  the  said  conventioa  shall  i>«  c«in- 
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posed  of  twelve  representatives  for  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, and  that  part  of  the  county  of  Washington  east 
of  Rock  Creek  ;  of  eight  repre»eniative8  for  the  town  of 
Georgetown,  and  that  part  of  the  said  county  west  of 
Rock  Creek  ;  and  of  nine  representatives  for  the  town 
and  county  of  Alexandria.  The  said  representatives 
to  be  free  white  taxable  males,  above  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  who  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot,  by  the  free 
white  taxable  males  above  the  age  of  tw«nty-one  years, 
on  the  first  Tuesday  in  July  next,  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  such  judges,  at  such  place  in  each  of  the 
said  towns,  and  subject  to  such  other  directions,  as  the 
President  of  the  United  States  may  prescribe. 

Rttolved,  That  the  pemons  so  chosen  shall  convene 
at  the  City  of  Washington,  in  such  place  as  shall  be 
fixed  by  the  Prrstdent  of  the  United  States,  on  the  first 
Tuesday  in  September  ensuing;  and  shall  organize 
themselves  by  the  appointment  of  a  president,  secre- 
tary, and  such  other  officers  as  may  be  necessary.  A 
majority  of  the  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  ; 
ami  their  proceedings  shall  be  communicated  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  lo  be  laid  by  him 
before  Congress,  at  their  neii  aession. 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  the 
mover  and  Messrs.  Cobb  and  Strother,  as  to  the 
committee  to  which  it  would  be  most  proper  to 
refer  the  resolutions.  A  motion  by  Mr.  Stroth- 
ER  to  lay  them  on  the  table  wa.s  lost ;  and  they 
were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  VV'hole  on  this  bill.  The  proposed  re- 
striction being  still  under  consideration — 

Mr.  PiNOALL,  of  Virginia,  said,  gentlemen  who 
insisted  to  impose  this  restriction  on  .Missouri  bad 
not  asserted  the  existence  of  any  supreme,  funda- 
mental, or  national  law  of  this  continent  which 
Would  of  Itself  inhibit  slavery  in  the  new  Stales. 
No  one  had  contended  that  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  contained  any  precept  preclu- 
ding the  admission  of  slaveholding  States,  but  the 
position  so  eagerly  urged  was,  that,  although  the 
Federal  Constitution  did  not  inhibit  slavery,  yet 
it  vested  in  Congress  such  powers  as  enabled  that 
body  to  exercise  the  discretion  of  requiring  the 
insertion  of  such  a  provision  in  the  constitution  of 
a  new  State.     The  question,  continued  Mr.  P., 
then  is,  not  whether  there  be  a  fundamental  prin- 
ciple or  supreme  law  inhibiting  slavery,  but  whe- 
ther there  is  in  this  country  a  tribunal  or  legi^la- 
tire  council  having  a  discretion  superior  to  the 
pwwer  of  the  people  when  assembled  in  conven- 
tion.    That  this  is  the  posture  in  which  the  ques- 
tion presents  itself,  is  evident,  for  that  portion  of 
the  State  Constitution  which  you  now  propose  to 
make  for  Missouri,  has  not  been  as&enied  to,  and 
probably  would  not  be  assented  to,  by  the  people 
of  Missouri,  nor  have  the  |>eople  of  the  United 
States  assented  to  the  proposal,  or  ever  had  an 
opputuiiity  of  ILstening  to  it  in  convention. 

The  Federal  Constitution  is  a  national,  or  rather 
international  compact,  in  which  the  relations  of 
sovereiifnty  between  the  respective  States  and  be- 
tween those  States  and  the  General  Government 
are  prescribed,  adju.ited,  and  limited.     If  gentle- 


men object  to  this  description  of  the  Constitution, 
they  are  requested  to  furnish  their  own  definition 
of  the  instrument,  which  I  trust  will  aflbrd  the 
conclusion  which  1  am  in  quest  of.     Yielding  me 
this  description  of  the  Constitution,  it  will  follow 
that  a  change  in  the  relations  thus  established  and 
defined  between  the  States  and  this  Government, 
necessarily  involves  an  alteration  of  the  Federal 
Constitution.     The  positive  and  express  requisi- 
tion on  the  part  of  Congress,  of  a  particular  pro- 
vision in  the  Constitution  of  Missouri,  to  remain 
irrevocable  by  that  State  and  the  people  thereof, 
unless  by  the  concurrence  of  this  Government, 
tnust   seek   an   alteration   or  amendment   of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  inasmuch  as  it  would,  by 
the  introduction  of  a  new  fundamental  principle, 
alter  and  vary  those  relations  between  the  States, 
and    between   the    States   and   this  Government, 
which  had   been  previously  adjusted  and  ascer- 
tained by  the  great  federal  compact;  and  that  such 
alteration  cannot  have  place  merely  by  an  act  of 
Congress,  is  manifested  by  the  Constitution,  which 
has  required  a  more  difficult  process  of  amend- 
ment.    Gentlemen  who   support   this   restriction 
derive  their  title  to  interfere,  from  the  power  to 
admit  new  States  on  discretionary  conditions;  and 
the  Federal  Constitution  being  here  again  silent, 
they  deduce  their  authority  to  annex  such  condi- 
tions, through  the  avenue  of  inferences  from  some 
other  delegated  power.     They  have  been  reminded 
that  it  was  illicit  to  infer  any  power  which,  when 
assumed,  would  remain  destitute  of  limitations,  as 
the  whole  design  of  the  instrument  might,  by  such 
means,  be  subverted,    and   they   have  sought  to 
meet  the  suggestion  by  announcing  supposed  boun- 
daries to  their  favorite  power.     These  boundaries, 
however,  are  the  mere  dictates  of  ordinary  pru- 
dence, and  to  be  supported  only  by  the  di.scretion 
and  good  sen.se  of  Congress;  boundaries  equally 
applicable  to  the  powers  of  unlimited  discretion; 
as  different  in  their  exercise  as  the  moral  .senti- 
ments or  affections  of  men  differ,  and  the  property 
as  well  of  absolute  monarchies  as  of  republics. 

The  Convention  of  1787  was  not  satisfied  to 
limit  the  jwlitical  faculties  of  this  Government  to 
dimensions  which  our  own  prudence  should  sug- 
gest, but  afforded  limitations  of  equal  force  and 
authenticity  with  the  delegation  of  powers,  and, 
as  it  has  professed  so~lo  do  in  all  cases,  1  can  ad- 
mit of  no  inference  of  power  in  any  case,  unless 
the  just  extension  and  proportion  of  that  power 
can  be  shown  also  from  the  Constitution.  I  must 
sav  to  a  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  and  others, 
who  have  dwelt  so  copiously  on  the  wisdom  of  the 
Federal  Legi^ature,  and  the  safety  of  the  country 
in  relying  on  its  discretion,  that  I  do  not  partake 
in  their  confidence;  but,  on  the  contrary,  my  dif- 
fidence, nay,  distrust,  increases  in  proportion  to  the 
eager  solicitude  of  gentlemen  from  one  half  of  the 
Union,  to  legLslate  on  subjects  in  which  neither 
themselves  nor  their  constituents  have  any  interest 
or  concern,  and  on  which  the  country  must  of 
course  be  destitute  of  the  common  pledges  for  the 
rectitude  of  our  deliberation. 

Grentlemen  have  found  it  necessary  to  impose  a 
heavy  emphasis  on  the  power  of  Congress  to  ad- 
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rait  new  States  into  the  Union,  which,  implying 
the  power  to  refuse  such  admission,  clothes  that 
body,  it  is  said,  with  an  authority  to  prescribe  the 
condition  on  which  a  Stale  shall  be  admitted. 
This,  however,  is  an  error  which,  notwithstanding 
its  plausible  aspect,  can  be  readily  refuted  by  com- 
parmg  this  grant  of  authority  with  the  structure  of 
the  Federal  Government ;  preparatory  to  which 
it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  remark,  that  the  facul- 
ties of  Congress,  arising  from  the  Constitution, 
are  so  governed  by  the  nature  of  the  objects  on 
which  they  are  to  operate,  that  the  rules  of  inter- 
pretation as  respects  one  of  our  grants  of  power, 
may  have  no  application  in  relation  to  another; 
for,  whilst  under  one  grant  of  power  we  are  launch- 
ed into  a  wide  field  of  legislation,  bridled  only  by 
self  prudence,  another  delegation  (such,  for  in- 
stance, as  we  exercise  in  countmg  the  votes  of 
the  Presidential  electoral  college,)  confines  us  to 
the  narrow  path  of  duty  usually  confided  to  mere 
ministerial  agents.  If  our  legislative  acts  may,  in 
some  cases,  be  made  to  depend  for  their  efficacy  on 
arbitrary  conditions,  it  will  not  from  hence  follow 
that  all  the  capacities  ot  the  Constitution  could  be 
thus  handled.  We  may  declare  war,  or  impose 
taxes,  accompanied  with  such  modifications  as  we 
please ;  and  Government,  in  making  a  compact 
with  a  foreign  Power,  may  stipulate  its  conditions 
and  terms,  without  which,  indeed,  it  would  be  no 
compact ;  but,  in  admitting  new  States  into  the 
Union,  we  have  no  authority,  nor  is  it  necessary 
we  should  have  power  to  stipulate  conditions :  for, 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  whose  servants 
we  are,  and  in  whose  right  we  act,  have  themselves 
stipulated  the  conditions  and  terms  of  the  compact ; 
for,  in  ail  the  articles  of  the  Federal  Constitution 
are  found  a  full  and  fair  designation  of  the  rights 
acquired-  and  obligations  incurred  by  the  adopted 
State.  That  instrument  or  treaty  distinctly  ex- 
presses the  mutual  advantages  and  duties  which 
are  to  subsist  between  the  adopted  State  and  the 
old   States  and   the   Federal  Government.     The 

fieople  of  the  old  States  have  made  a  contract  of 
imited  partnership;  they  have  also  conferred  on 
us  a  special  power  to  admit  (in  our  discretion,  if 
you  please,)  additional  partners  into  the  firm  under 
the  old  compact,  but  have  not  authorized  us  to 
change  the  contract  itself,  or  substitute  a  new  one 
in  its  place. 

I  shall  not  insist  that  Congress  can  prescribe  no 
sort  of  condition,  under  any  circumstances  ^\4)at- 
ever,  on  the  admission  of  a  new  State,  but  ground 
myself  on  positions  which  entitle  me  to  warn  my 
adversaries  that,  even  if  they  show  a  right  to  pro- 
pose or  require  one  condition,  they  will  not  have 
established  their  title  to  impose  conditions  of  a  i 
different  import.  If  gentlemen  will  assert  our  i 
right  to  require  the  previous  payment  of  a  sum  of 
money  by  Missouri,  as  the  price  of  her  admission, 
in  like  manner  as  a  bonus  was  paid  by  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  I  might  yield  to  the  claim; 
by  which,  however,  they  would  gain  nothing  in 
this  contest,  for,  after  Missouri  would  pay  the 
money  and  be  inducted  into  the  Union,  she  would 
immediately  acquire  all  the  political  rights  claim- 
ed by  any  other   Siatc.     Impose  Cif  you   please) 


'conditions  without  which  Missouri  .shall  not  be 
.  admitted,  but  you  shall  not  impose  conditions 
I  which  would  deprive  her,  after  her  admission,  of 
portions  of  her  sovereignty,  which  the  Federal 
Constitution  guaranties  or  tolerates,  nor  shall  you, 
in  any  wise,  change  those  relations  of  sovereignty 
which  the  Constitution  supposes  ought  to  exist 
betwwn  the  States  and  this  Government,  as  you 
would  thereby,  in  effect,  substitute  a  new  constitu- 
tion, in  lieu  of  that  already  sanctioned  by  the 
people. 

A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  He.mp- 
uill)  says,  the  power  to  impose  thi.*  restriction  on 
Missouri  exists  either  in  CongrcNS  or  nowhere ;  a 
proposition  which  can  have  no  utility  in  this  dij- 
cussion,  until  such  power  can  be  proved  to  exist  of 
necessity  somewhere,  and  that  it  l^  not  possessed 
by  the  people  of  Missouri,  to  the  exclusion  of  others. 
If,  however,  the  people  of  Missouri  are  divested  of 
the  capacity,  the  advocates  of  this  Government 
mu>t  show,  by  the  Constitution,  that  the  power 
has  ever  yet  been  separated  frora  that  reservoir  of 
sovereignty  which  the  people  and  Stales  of  this 
continent  have  not  as  yet  aiienau'd  to  Congress. 

Another  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  supports 
the  restriction   by  the  Ixjld  assumption  that  any 
American  State  has  cajKicity  to  transfer,  and  the 
Government  of  the  United  Slates  to  acquire,  sov- 
ereignty by  compact.     It  will  h.irdly  seem  neces- 
sary to  inquire  into  the  rights  which  the  States 
would  have  possessed   under  the  laws  of  nations, 
apart  from   existing  compacts,   nor  again  repeal 
what  1  have  already  urged  to  show  that  the  pre- 
existenl   capacities  to  alienate  or   acquire  sover- 
eign powers  ought  to  be,  and  are.  regulated  and  re- 
strained  in   this  country,  so  far  as  respects  this 
Government,  by  the  Federal  Constitution.    I  must, 
however,   notice  the  precedents  which  constitute 
the  only  ground  on  which  the  gentleman  relies  to 
support  the  capacity  of  the  United   States  ir)  buy. 
and  of  any  State   to  sell  soven'ign   power  ;  and 
'  these  precedents  are  found,  the  gentleman  affirms, 
in  the  cessions  of  territory  made  by  Virginia,  Geor- 
'  gia,  and  other  States,  to  Congress,  the  validity  cf 
which  has  never  been  questioned.     But  the.se.  sir, 
'  are  not  instances  in  which  these  States  have  trans- 
1  ferred  their  sovereignty,  or  portions  of  it.     It  is 
:  true  that  a  territory  which   belonged  to  Virginia 
'  was  transferred  to.  and  became  the  territory  of,  the 
United  States.     The  territory  was  once  the  object 
I  of  the  supreme  power  of  Virginia,  and  by  the  ce<;- 
I  sion  it  has   become  the  proper  object  of  the  sov- 
I  ereignty  of  the  United  States.     Virginia  only  alien- 
ated one  of  the  objects  of  sovereigntv,  retaininir, 
after  that  transfer,  every  attribute  and  capacity  of 
supremacy  which  she  before  had.    A  tract  of  coun- 
try, or  pecuniary  treasure,  may,  either  of  them,  be 
transferred  from  one  Government  to  another,  and 
be  thus  alienated,  being  at  one  time  a  subject  dis- 
posable by  one  sovereign,  and  again,  by  transfer, 
the  property  of  another,  without  increasing  or  di- 
minishing the  faculties  of  either.     If,  however,  the 
gentleman  is  tenacious  of  terms,  and  insists  that 
these  cessions  of  territory  shall  be  denominated 
alienations  of  sovereignty  by  the  cedinff  States  to 
the  General  Governmentj  there  can  be  no  harm  id 
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yielding  to  his  wish,  but  I  should,  thereby,  imme- 
diately become  entitled  to  give  the  proposed  re- 
striction on  Missouri  another  name  ;  there  would 
then  be  no  analogy  between  those  cessions  and  the 
restriction.  The  restriction  would  deprive  Mis- 
souri, in  all  future  lime,  of  exercising  sovereign 
power  in  her  own  territory  on  the  subject  of  sla- 
very, without  the  consent  and  concurrence  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  ;  hence,  the  new 
State  would,  with  regard  to  this  topic,  be  depend- 
ent on  the  Federal  Government,  and,  in  relation 
to  the  faculties  of  her  government,  be  less  sover- 
eign in  proportion  to  the  additional  power  acquired 
by  us.  I  will  here  pursue  the  example  aflbrded  by 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  himself,  who 
has  sought  to  illustrate  his  meaning  by  reference 
to  the  treaties  of  independent  nations.  Spain,  hav- 
ing ceded  a  province  or  colony  to  Great  Britain, 
remains  thereafter  sovereign  and  independent,  as 
before,  to  which  the  cessions  from  Georgia  and 
Virginia  may  be  deemed  analogous.  But,  imagine 
thai  Spain,  in  conformity  to  another  compact  with 
Great  uritain,  passes  a  prohibitory  law,  to  operate 
on  Spanish  subjects;  binds  herself  that  she  will 
not  repeal  the  law  ;  and  submits  that  Great  Brit- 
ain may,  by  British  civil  officers  and  military 
force,  carry  this  prohibition  into  full  etfect,  in  all 
future  time,  in  the  Spanish  dominion — here  would 
be  a  diminution  of  sovereignty  proportionate  to 
the  correspondent  right  acquired  by  Great  Britain  ; 
an  acquisition  of  a  portion  of  supreme  power  on 
one  side,  and  a  corres|Kmdent  dependence  on  the 
other,  to  which  the  proposed  restriction  on  Mis- 
souri has  a  striking  analogy-  I  indulge  in  these 
remarks  in  imitation  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, and  to  prove  that  his  materials  of  argu- 
ment may  be  made  to  war  with  his  restriction — 
yet  1  deny  the  legitimacy  of  those  materials.  The 
notion  which  presents  to  our  view  the  Congress 
and  one  of  our  Slates  negotiating  and  contracting 
for  ihe  surrender  and  acquisition  of  .sovereign  pow- 
ers, is  too  attenuated,  and  cannot  be  made  to  com- 
port with  American  polity,  or  the  genius  of  our 
political  institutions.  How  is  it  ?  We  are  invited 
to  shut  our  eyes  against  the  Federal  Constitution 
and  its  adjustment  of  powers,  and  then  imagine 
the  Congress  and  the  State  to  be  two  independent 
powers,  treating  each  with  the  other  for  the  ac- 
quisition or  surrender  of  important  rights  and  in- 
terests. There  is  nothing  which  appears  so  very 
disgusting  in  this,  whilst  we  keep  our  eyes  shut, 
for,  the  ordinary  obligations  of  a  treaty  only  opera- 
ting (Mi  the  good  faith  of  the  jtartits,  there  would  seem 
to  be  in  this  no  surrender  of  sovereignty.  Bnt, 
when  the  treaty  is  ratified,  our  eyes  are  to  be  open- 
ed on  the  Constitution,  which  makes  the  acts  and 
treaties  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  gives  to 
one  only  of  the  parties  a  judiciary  and  other  civil 
officers,  (backed  by  military  force,)  and  a  complete 
municipal  authority  to  carve  out  its  own  measures. 
The  State  then  finds  that  it  has  not  merely 
pledged  its  faith,  retaining  its  previous  powers  and 
self-command,  but  submitted  itself  to  the  munici- 
pal superiority  of  Congress,  and,  should  a  differ- 
ence arise  in  regard  to  the  interpretation  or  execu- 
tion of  any  article  of  the  treaty,  there  would  be  no 


recurrences  to  a  closing  of  eyes  afaiMT  iitrt!^n- 

stitulion,  or  imagination  of  negotiation  between 
foreign  or  independent  Powers,  but  the  one  party 
would  hang  or  outlaw  the  other  for  treason. 
'Again  ;  the  Constitution  is  kept  aside  to  place 
Congress  and  a  State  in  the  attitude  of  making 
treaties  as  foreign,  independent  Powers;  then  re- 
place the  Constitution,  and  the  State  finds  itself 
reduced  to  the  condition  of  the  Indian  tribes  who 
are  prohibited  from  selling  their  lands  to  any  but 
the  Grovernment,  becau.se  the  State  can  make  no 
treaty  or  compact  with  any  other  Power,  but  with 
the  assent  oi  Congres.s.  Will  gentleman  who 
affirm  the  capacity  of  Congress  to  buy  the  sover- 
eign power  of  a  State,  admit  that  it  may  also 
transfer  sovereign  power  to  a  State  ?  If  Congress 
can  only  acquire,  but  not  barter  off,  the  powers 
thus  obtained,  they  will  be  transferred  iu  mort- 
main, by  which  the  Government  will  frequently 
be  aggrandized  by  encroaching  on  the  States, 
without  the  |K)ssibility  of  losing  any  thing  on  its 
part.  But  if  in  these  barters  Congress  may  alien- 
ate  powers  to  the  States,  it  must  of  neces.sity  be 
some  of  those  granted  by  the  Constitution,  as  it  in 
pa.sl  times  had  no  other. 

The  advocates  of  the  restriction  have  quoted 
the  compact  between  Virginia  and  Kentucky, 
when  the  latter  was  erected  into  a  State,  which 
they  suppose  affords  an  instance  of  the  capacity 
of  a  Stale  to  alienate  a  portion  of  its  supreme 
power.  A  recurrence  to  that  compact  will  mani- 
fest that  nothing  of  the  kind  was  effected  or  at- 
tempted. The  stipulations  either  relate  to  objects 
which  impose  no  municipal  restraints  on  the  su- 
premacy of  Kentucky,  or  are  merely  declaratory 
of  a  recipr<x:ity  of  rights  and  duties  which  would 
have  had  place,  without  such  declaration,  either 
by  force  of  the  law  of  nations  or  the  Federal 
Constitution,  but  were  inserted  from  abundant 
caution.  Thus,  the  lands  of  non-residents  of  Ken- 
tucky were  not  to  be  taxed  higher  than  the  lands 
of  residents;  a  result  which  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  had  already  virtually  secured, 
«Scc.  But,  if  I  am  wrong  in  this,  I  pray  gentle- 
men to  put  their  own  interpretation  on  the  com- 
pact between  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  and  show 
me  the  aid  they  expect  to  derive  from  it.  Let  me, 
then,  admit  the  compact  stipulates  to  transfer  or 
impair  the  legislative  power  of  one  of  these  States. 
This  tran.sfer,  or  subduction,  either  deranges  some 
of  the  adjustments  of  power  previou.sly  recognised 
by  the  Federal  Constitution,  or  it  does  not.  If  its 
tendency  be  to  derange  the  distribution  of  powers 
made  by  the  Federal  Constitution,  the  compact 
thus  far,  will  be  void.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  comjMict  has  no  manner  of  collision  with  the 
Federal  Constitution,  it  will  be  valid,  and  take  its 
full  effect,  and  be  altogether  severed  out  of  the 
residuary  powers  of  these  States,  which  have  not 
been  surrendered  to  this  Government.  I  would 
now  submit  this  question  :  It  being  admitted  that 
the  States  have  a  capacity,  growing  out  of  the 
residuary  powers,  whether  it  will  hence  follow 
that  the  Federal  Government  can,  out  of  its  dele- 
gated powers,  do  the  same  thing  ?  I  know  of  no 
middle  terras  to  serve  an  affirmative  conclusion. 
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The  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, of  the  legitimacy  of  the  restriction  because 
it  only  prohibits  Missouri  from  doin^  wrong,  has 
been  sufficiently  refuted,  by  my  colleague,  (Mr. 
Barbour,)  who  has  brought  to  our  recollection 
the  true  character  of  the  question  ;  that  is,  whe- 
ther Congres.s,  or  the  people  of  Missouri,  shall  de- 
cide in  relaticm  to  domestic  slavery,  the  national 
Constitution  not  having  done  .so  1  And  I  only 
advert  to  this  head  to  express  my  surpri.se  that  the 
gentlemen  should  have  adopted,  as  a  necessary 
Imkof  his  views,  the  principle  that  sovereigns  had 
no  right  to  tolerate  slavery,  after  he  had  placed 
his  restriction  on  the  ground  of  the  alienation  of 
sovereignty  by  the  State  to  the  United  States; 
for,  if  sovereigns  have  no  such  right,  by  what 
means  can  they  alienate  what  they  have  not? 

The  same  gentleman  infers  our  power  to  estab- 
lish the  restriction  from  the  capacity  which  Con- 
gress  pos.sesses  for   its  execution.     Congress,   he 
says,  may  agree  with  the  people  of  Missouri,  and 
hence  they  will  assent   to  impose  the  restriction  j 
themselves.    And,  if  they  will  not  otherwise  assent,  ' 
Congress  may  thwart  their  >vishes  by  making  the 
Missouri  river  the  boundary  between  contemplated  ^ 
States,  and  so  divide  or  subdivide  the  inhabitants 
as  will  not  only  impose  inconvenient  dimensions  ! 
on  the  new  States,  but  cause  a  postponement  of  j 
the  time  of  their  admission,  until  the  population 

ofeachof  such  divisions  may  be  sufficiently  numer- 
ous to  form  a  State.     I  acknowledge  that  power- 
ful means  are  at  the  di>posal  of  Congress,  which 
might  produce  a  strong  impression  on  the  fears  of 
those  who  oppose  our  designs.     Indeed,  Congress, 
having  a   legi.slative   authority  over   the  present 
Territory,  could  adopt  rigid  laws  and  regulations, 
to  waste  the  estates  and  persecute  the  persons  of 
the  obdurate  and  refractory ;  nay,  we  could  repeal 
the  militia  system  of  the  Territory,  withdraw  the 
frontier  posts  and  troops,  inhibit  the  passage  of 
succors  across  the  Mississippi,  and  thereby  encour- 
age the  Osage,  and  other  Indians,  to  a  war  which 
would  probably  bring  the  Missourians  to  a  more 
mature  consideration  of  the  expediency  of  adopt-  j 
ing  our  projects.     These  means,  which  partake  of  j 
the  character  of  the  measure  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  of  splitting  their  Ter- 
ritory bv  inconvenient  partition  lines,  manifest  the 
physical,  not  the  moral  |iower  of  Congress  ;  after 
the  manner  of  the  highwayman,   who   demon- 
strates to  the  satisfaction  of  his  victim,  his  physi- 
cal, but  not  his  moral  or  just  title  to  the  money 
he  designs  to  acquire;  and  much  in   the  way  o'f 
the  King  who  prevailed  with  the  Jewish  banker 
to  loan  him  his  money,  by  exercising  over  him  the 
power  (appertaining  to  sovereigntv,  too)  of  draw- 
ing a  tooth  each  day,  until  the  contract  of  loan 
was  ratified. 

If  Congress  has  power  to  impase  the  restriction, 
it  must  first  be  derived  from  the  legislative  powers 
of  the  Constitution;  or,  secondly,  it  must  be  ac- 
quired by  the  capacity  of  this  Government  to  make 
a  compact  for  that  object  with  Missouri.  Those 
who  assent  to  the  first,  or  legislative  power,  have 
rehed  greatly  on  the  clause  which  inhibits  Con- 
gress from  preventing  the  migration  or  importa- 


tion of  such  persons  as  the  States  may  think  proper 
I  to  admit  previous  to  the  rear  1818,  which  they 
suppose  implies  a  right  in  Congress  to  prohibit  the 
;  migration  from  State  to  State  after  that  epoch. 
j  Before  I  submit  my  own  views  in  rebtion  to  this 
I  clause  of  the  Constitution,  permit  me  to  make  a 
'  remark  in  corroborationof  the  opinions  of  the  gen- 
I  tleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Reid,)  and  other  non- 
I  restrictionists,  who  contend  that  the  word  miffra- 
tion  was  inserted  in  the  Constitution  from  abun- 
dant caution,  lest  the  word  importation  should  not 
imply  a  full  and  eflectual  authority  sought  to  be 
invested  in  Congress  to  prohibit  the  bringing  in 
slaves  from  foreign  countries,  under  all  circum- 
stances. 

Every  act  of  Congress,  passed  since  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Government,  to  di.scourage  or  prohibit 
the  foreign  slave  trade,  has  used  terms  of  prohi- 
bition additional  to,  and  rather  broader  than,  sim- 
ple importation  ;  in  proof  of  which  I  refer  you  to 
the  acts  of  :>2d  March,  1794  ;  10th  May,  1800  • 
iiSth  February,  1803;  2d  March,  1807  ;  and  some 
ameiKlatory  laws,  of  later  dates.     Without  pre- 
tending to  say  whether  a  mere  authority  to  inhibit 
the  importation  of  slaves  would  have  comprehend- 
ed  the  prohibition  of  all   the  various  modes  by 
which  the  introduction  of  slaves  might  be  effected, 
I  would  merely  remark  that  there  can  be  nothing 
strange  m  believing  that   the  Convention,  in   its 
solicitude  to  prohibit  the  foreign  trade,  might  have 
deemed  It  prudent  to  employ  the  word  migraliwi 
in  addition  to  imjM,rtation;  as  successive  legislative 
bodies,  who  certainly  only  intended  to  prohibit  the 
foreign  trade,  have  adopted  a  similar  method  of 
expression.  And,  although  our  construction  would, 
on  a  critical  scrutiny,  convict  this  portion  of  the 
Constitution  of  tautology,  that  of  itself  would  not 
invalidate  the  interpretation  ;  for  the  Convention 
may  have  deemed  it  better  to  risk  such  imputation 
than  a  defeat  or  evasion  of  the  h-gislative  powers 
ot  Congress.     Indeed,  the  Constitution  abounds  in 
tautological  terms,  instances  of  which  are  seen  in 
the  declarations  that  no  State  shall  lay  any  im- 
posts or  duties  on  imports;  and  that  no  State  .shall 
make  any  agreement  or  compact,  &c. 

I  will  beg  leave  to  submit  the  view  of  this  mi- 
gration or  importation  clause,  which  has  prevailed 
m  my  mind.  That  this  clause,  which  only  pro- 
hibits Congress  from  the  exerci.se  of  a  branch  of 
iLs  power  until  1808,  does  not  in  itself  confer  any 
power  on  Congress,  is  yielded  by  all ;  and.  on  the 

''ir^j  '  ^  ^'^"^'^  ''^^'  the  temporary  prohibition 

affords  evidence  that  the  Constitution  contains  a 
Congressional  power  after  1808,  correspondent  to 
the  prohibition.  The  admi.s.sion  I  make  is  of  the 
esisteiicf  of  such  power  after  18<18;  but  the  ejienl 
and  more  preci.se  limitations  of  that  power  are  dif- 
ferent considerations,  and  must  be  sought  after  in 
some  other  place ;  for,  if  you  would  make  the  ex- 
ceptions or  temporary  prohibition.s  of  the  Consti- 
tution not  only  presumptions  of  the  exuidnire,  but 
evidence  of  the  exUiU,  of  correspondent  powers 
where  such  exception  fails  to  op«>rate,  the  Consti- 
tution would  be  totally  perverted,  and  the  whole 
attitude  of  the  Government  become  inverted. 
Would  you  infer  from   the  prohibition  to  pass  «r 
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poDtfndo  laws,  that  Congress  can  pass  prospective 
lawi  in  all  case*  whatsoever;  or  from  the  prohibi- 
tion to  pa.ss  bills  of  attainder,  a  power  to  pass  all 
laws  of  a  general  nature  to  punish  crimes ;  or  from 
the  prohibition  of  trial  for  capital  offences,  except 
by  indictment,  that  this  Government  can,  by  in- 
dictment, punish  all  manner  of  offences?  Or 
would  you  not  rather  consider  these  inhibitions  as 
evidence  of  the  mere  fxistenre  of  correspondent 
powers,  for  the  ex(«nt  of  which  it  was  necessary  to 
refer  to  some  other  parts  of  the  Constitution,  in 
which  the  powers  were  granted  ?  The  Conven- 
tion of  New  York,  in  adopting  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution, accompanied  the  ratification  with  .some 
express  declarations;  one  of  which  was,  "that 
'  those  clauses  in  the  .said  Con^tltutlon  which  de- 
'  clare  that  Congress  shall  not  have  or  exercise 
'  certain  powers,  do  not  imply  that  Congress  is  en- 
*  tilled  to  any  powers  not  given  by  the  said  Consti- 
'  tution  ;  but  such  clauses  are  to  be  construed  either 
'  as  exceptions  to  certain  sptcified  powers,  or  as  in- 
'  serted  merely  for  greater  caution."  Similar  dec- 
larations were  made  by  the  conventions  of  other 
States.  I  am,  therefore,  authorized  to  require  jjen- 
tlemen  who  pretend  that  the  migration  and  impor- 
tation clause  is  not  .satisfied  by  reference  to  the 
power  of  Congress  over  the  foreign  .slave  trade, 
to  produce  some  other  portion  of  the  Constitution 
conferring  a  more  extensive  authority. 

I  will  now  go  in  quest  of  the  grants  of  power  to 
which  I  suppose  this  temporary  prohibition  has  an 
allusion  ;  thence  to  enabU-  us  to  ascertain  whether 
those  delegations  are  so  comprehensive  as  to  in- 
clude the  propo.scd  restriction  on  Missouri.  We 
all  yield  to  the  power  of  Congress  to  prohibit  the 
importation  of  foreign  slaves,  and  that  the  tempo- 
rary prohibition  has  a  relation  to  that  power.  I 
must,  therefore,  seek  for  that  f)ower,  and  examine 
whether  it  be  broad  enouffh  to  include  other  and 
different  objects.  That  the  power  to  regulate  com- 
rnerce  is  not  the  one  which  authori/ts  the  jvohi- 
bition  of  the  >lave  trade  has  been  amply  and  co- 
piously proved  by  my  colleague,  (Mr.  Barboir.) 
and  other  gentlemen.  But  (Congress  has  power  to 
define  and  punish  piracies  and  felonies  committed 
on  the  high  seas,  and  offences  against  the  law  of 
nations.  This  delejfation  at  once  yields  to  Con- 
gress the  power  which  every  State  previously  pos- 
sessed, of  not  only  punishing,  but  defining  the 
offences  of  its  citizens  committed  in  foreign  places 
and  on  the  ocean ;  for,  with  regard  to  such  con- 
duct of  a  citizen  as  is  exempt  from  municipal 
power  within  the  State,  its  character  will  depend 
on  the  definitions  and  punishments  prescribed  by 
Congress.  Congress  may  consider  the  .slave  trade 
as  oniensive  against  the  laws  of  nations,  or  merely 
as  offensive  against  the  natural  rights  of  others, 
and  proceed  to  define  and  punish  such  offence. 
Congress,  in  prohibiting  the  .slave  trade,  has  al- 
ways drawn  on  its  power  to  define  and  punish 
crimes  and  offences  abroad,  and  occurring  in  in- 
ternational intercourse.  Accordingly  the  acts  of 
1704,  1800,  1807,  and  other  laws  on  this  subject, 
abound  throughout  with  directions  concerning 
lil)els,  prizes,  indictments,  definitions  of  offences, 
penalties  and  imprisonment.     These  acts  are  all 


warranted  by  that  clause  of  the  Constitution,  and 
to  strike  out  that  clause  would  leave  every  of  them 
unsupported  by  authority.  Indeed,  Congress  has 
hitherto,  with  accuracy  and  precision,  confined 
itself  to  the  limitations  dictated  by  that  clause; 
for,  in  prohibiting  the  importation  of  slaves  into 
the  Mississippi  and  Louisiana  Territories,  the  acts 
confine  the  offence  to  foreign  importations,  and  to 
slaves  which  might  have  been  imported  in  viola- 
tion of  the  laws  of  the  States.  No  one,  however, 
will  pretend  that  the  power  to  define  and  punish 
offences  in  the  intercourse  with  foreign  nations  on 
the  high  seas,  or  against  the  law  of  nations,  could 
authorize  the  prohibition  of  carrying  slaves  from 
one  State  to  another,  much  less  to  prohibit  the 
Legislature  of  a  State  from  tolerating  slavery 
within  its  limits. 

In  consequence  of  the  .solemn  decisions  of  the 
national  Judiciary,  it  has  become  a  settled  princi- 
ple of  the  Constitution,  that  the  powers  granted 
by  Congress  cannot  be  exercised  by  the  States 
whenever  such  concurrent  exertion  of  authority 
could  by  any  po.ssibility  lead  to  collision  between 
the  Federal  and  State  laws.  If,  then,  Congress 
has  the  power  to  prohibit  the  migration  of  slaves 
from  State  to  State,  the  State  Legislatures  must 
l)e  destitute  of  that  power — a  consequence  of  which 
would  be,  that  all  the  present  and  past  State  laws 
prohibiting  the  introduction  of  slaves  from  other 
States  would  be  null ;  the  great  number  of  slaves 
hitherto  liberated  under  those  laws,  and  their  de- 
scendants, would  return  to  bondage,  and  the  South- 
ern slaveholder  be  now  entitled  to  remove  with  and 
hold  his  slaves  in  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  and 
the  Eastern  States. 

I  have  already  submitted  some  remarks,  but  not 
all  that  have  occurred  to  me,  in  relation  to  the 
supposed  capacity  of  Congre.ss  to  prohibit  slavery 
by  a  compact  with  Missouri.  I  have  not  intended 
to  adhere  tenaciously  to  method  in  this  discussion, 
because  the  superior  ability  with  which  other  gen- 
tlemen have  illu.strated  some  of  the  topics  involved 
has  rendered  such  a  course  unnecessary  on  my 
part.  This  alleged  capacity  of  compact  must,  in 
my  opinion,  be  unavailing  to  our  opponents,  even 
if  conferred  on  the  Government;  for  a  compact 
derives  its  force  from  the  mutual  assent  of  the 
parties;  and  Missouri  will  not  consent  to  make 
the  contract,  nor  can  you  refuse  to  admit  her  into 
the  Union  until  she  .shall  become  willing,  because 
the  treaty  of  cession  in  Louisiana  (as  I  shall  pre- 
sently endeavor  to  show)  obliges  this  Government 
in  good  faith  to  admit  Missouri. 

It  is  proposed  to  negotiate  a  compact  or  treaty 
with  Missouri  to  insert  an  irrevocable  inhibition 
against  slavery  in  her  constitution.  This  House 
is  then  made  to  partake  with  the  President  and 
Senate  in  the  treaty-making'  power.  Be  it  so. 
The  convention  of  New  York,  which  ratified  the 
Federal  Constitution,  declared  that  no  tuaty  (■htndd 
ttc  con^tnud  so  to  ojterate  as  to  altir  t/if  iwatitwtion  of 
any  S/alf;  but  thedelegration  from  that  State  seem 
now  to  perceive  that  a  treaty  which  can  efft^t  no 
sort  of  alteration  of  an  old  constitution  may  make 
a  new  one.  The  proposed  stipulation  with  Mis- 
souri  would   dislocate  the  tenth   article  of   the 
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amendments  to  the  Constitution,  which  declares 
that  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States, 
nor  prohibited  by  it  to  tlie  States,  are  reserved  to 
the   Stales  respectively,  or-  to  the  people.     This 
I)Ower  in  relation  to  domestic  slavery  would  not 
remain  or  be  reserved  to  the  Sute  or  people  of 
Missouri,  but  would   be  withheld  from  them  by 
this  Government.     As  the  restriction  or  compact 
with  Missouri  would  grow  out  of  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, and  as  all  acts  of  Congress  are  objects  of 
cognizance  bv  the  Federal  Judiciary,  this  Govern- 
ment, through  its  Executive  and  Judiciary  depart- 
ments, would  succeed  to  a  sort  of  anomalous  and 
invidious  authority  in  the  domestic  concerns  of  the 
new  State,  unlike  what  is  found  in  all  the  other 
States    and    contrary  to   any   conception   which 
could  have  hecu  entertained  by  the  framers  of  the 
Confederacy.     The  authors  of  the  Federalist,  in 
expounding  the  Constitution  to  the  American  peo- 
ple, and  persuading  them  to  its  ratification,  urged 
that  no  apprehension  should  be  entertained  of 'ty- 
ranny, or  abuse  of  power,  from  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, inasmuch  as  the  powers  resirved  to  the 
Slates  over  the  lives,  liberty,  and  property  of  the 
people,  would  insure  to  the  States  a  wtight  and  j 
influence  sufficient  to  check,  and  tVt^quently  con-  j 
trol  the  operations  of  the  Federal  Government.  \ 
But  what  becomes  of  the  balances  of  public  secu-  j 
rity,  (I  ask  you,)  if  Congress  be  permitted  to  ob-  \ 
literate  the  great  lines  ot  demarcation  established  I 
by   the  Constitution  by  buying  in  first  one  and  ' 
then  another  of  the  reserved  rights  of  the  States? 
By  such  means  a  few  years  hence  might  present 
us  a  confederacy  between  this  Government  and 
the  new  Western  States  very  diffeient  in  its  char- 
acter and^  import  from  the  constitution  of  the  old 
thirteen  States,  and  probably  dangerous  to  their 
safety,  as  it  would  comprehend  interests  in  which 
they  could  have  no  participation. 

The  treaty  of  the  aOth  of  April,  1S03,  by  which 
France  ceded  Louisiana  to  the  United  Slates,  mi- 
poses  an  express  obligation  on  this  Government  to 
admit   the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  country  into 
the  Federal  Union  as  soon  as  possible.     The  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  (Mr.  Tayloh)  has  sur- 
prised us  with  an  avowal   that   the  Government 
was  not,  and  never  would  be,  bound  to  admit  Mis- 
souri  into  the  Union,  as  a  State,  and  that  the  re- 
quisition  of  the   treaty  would   be  discharged   by 
merely  suflering  that  country  to  remain  appended 
by  a  Territorial  government.     The  terms  of  the 
treaty  are,  however,  too  palpable  to  admit  of  hesi- 
tation ;  ihey   provide  both    fur  the  protection  of 
the  country,  as  a  territory,  and  for  the  admission 
of  the  same  afterwards,  as  a  State  or  States  ;  the 
third  article  providing  that  the  inhabitants  shall 
be  incorporated  in  the  union  of  the  United  States,  i 
and  admitted,  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the 
principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to'the  en- 
joyment of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immun- 
ities, of  citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  and,  in  the  ' 
mean  time,  they  shall  be  protected,  »tc.     It  being  ' 
not  an  act  of  Congress,  but  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, which  is  to  govern  the  admission,  and  it  only 
providing  for  the  admission  of  new  States,  the  ad- 
uiission  as  a  State  or  States  must  have  been  in- 


tended. Permit  me  to  a.sk  the  gentleman  what  is 
meant  by  the  protection  to  be  afforded  in  the  mean 
time,  or  what  that  mean  time  is? 

It  evidently  relates  to  the  territorial  condition 
of  Louisiana  before  it  becomes  possible,  as  the 
treaty  expresses  it,  to  admit  her  as  a  Iree  State. 
The  treaty  bind.s  us  to  a  mere  temporary  protec- 
tion of  the   people,  and  releases  us  from  further 
protection  after  their  admission  into  the  Union, 
because,   when   a  free  State,    they  could   protect 
themselves.     In  truth,  the  treaty  only  contemplated 
to  transfer  to  us,  permanently,  that  qualified  alle- 
giance of  the  people,  which  is  due  from  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  o  d  States  to  lh»*  Federal  Government, 
although  I  wi  1  not  deny  the  authority  resulting  of 
necessity,  and  recognised  by  the  treaty,  to  establish 
a  temporary  provisional  government  in  the  terri- 
tory, until  it  should  become  passible  to  admit  the 
territory  as  States.     Mark  the  treaty  :  The  people 
of  the  ceded  territory  are  to  be  admitted  to  all  the 
immunities  of  citizens  of  the  United  States.     Im- 
munities are  exemptions  and  freedom  Irom  author- 
ity, power,  or  burdens,  and  universally  so  under- 
stood.    It  has  always   had  that  signification  in 
charters  and  public  writings,  in   relation    to  the 
church  and  the  colonies,  and  has  sustained  its  origi- 
nal meaning  ever  since  its  use  in  the  charter  of 
Henry  the  Third,  to  the  city  of  London,  and  how 
much  earlier  I  cannot  say.     If,  therefore,  the  citi- 
zens of  the  old  States  are  entitled  loan  exemption 
from  the  interference  of  this  Government,  s;iving 
only  as  to  the  powers  derived  from  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  if,  also,  the  inhabitants  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi are  entitled  to  the  same  immunities,  they 
must  be  entitled  to  govern  themselves  as  an  Amer- 
ican State.     The  gentleman  from  New  York  as- 
sumes a  tone  towards  these  {)eople,  very  diffirent 
from  that  of  our  public  authorities,  when  acquiring 
and  seeking  to  conciliate  the  aflections   of  that 
country.     He  wuuld  have  them  forever  subject  to 
our  absolute  authority,  without  the  advantage  of 
representation  or  self-government.     But,  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, in  his  public  message  of  January  6,  1804, 
announcing  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana,  "offers 
'  to  Congress  and  the  country  his  sincere  congrat- 
'  ulations  on  the  im|K)rtant  acquisition,  so  favorable 
'  to  the  interests,  peace,  and  security  of  the  nation, 
'  which  added  to  our  country  territories  so  exten- 
'  sive  and  fertile,  and  to  our  citizens,  new  brethren, 
'  to  partake  of  the  blessings  of  freedom  and  self- 
'  government." 

Governor  Claiborne,  in  his  first  addres.s  to  the 
people,  on  taking  possession  of  the  country,  in- 
Jormed  them  ''  that  the  American  people  received 
'  them  as  brothers,  and  would  hasten  to  extend  to 
^  them  a  participation  in  those  inestimable  rights 
'  >\'hich  had  formed  the  basis  of  their  own  unex- 
'  ampled  prosperity."  Congress,  by  the  7th  section 
ot  the  act  ot' 2il  March,  1803,  exprt>ssly  recognises 
the  right  of  the  people  of  the  territory,  under  the 
treaty  of  1803,  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
government,  and  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union 
upon  the  footing  of  the  original  States,  in  all  re- 
spi'cls  whatever.  And  yet  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  says,  their  admission  into  the  Union  Ls 
an  act  of  courtesy  on  our  part,  depending  only  on 
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expediency,  and  that  we  are  under  no  obligation 
ever  to  admit  them. 

Although  gentlemen  should  have  ability  to  es- 
tablish the  power  of  Congress  to  impose  restrictions 
as  the  condition  of  the  admission  of  new  Slates, 
yet,  as  they  also  admit  the  j»ower  of  Congress  to 
admit  without  restriction,  and  as  the  Government 
has  given  its  solemn  pledge,  by  the  treaty,  to  admit 
the  p«'jple  of  this  territory,  the  refusal  now  to  ad- 
mit thern  into  the  Union,  unless  on  their  perform- 
ance of  a  condition,  suggested  at  our  pleasure,  and 
not  stipulated  for  in  the  treaty,  would  be  a  breach 
of  faith  on  our  part,  incapable  of  disguise.  Good 
faith  required  us  to  give  notice  of,  and  insert  in 
our  obligation,  any  condition  which  we  intended 
to  exact  previous  to  a  fulfilment  on  our  part.  We 
should  then  have  reserved  the  discretion  now 
claimed,  as  was  done  by  the  treaty  of  alliance  with 
France,  of  the  6th  February,  1778,  providing  that 
the  northern  British  colonies,  or  islands  ol  Ber- 
mudas, should,  if  conquered,  be  confederated  with, 
or  dependent  upon,  the  United  States  ;  and  as  was 
also  done  by  the  treaty  with  the  Delaware  nation 
of  Indian.s,  of  the  17th  September,  177S,  in  which 
the  stipulation  that  iheDelawares  and  certain  other 
tribes  should  form  a  State,  and  have  a  representa- 
tion in  Congress,  was  made  to  depend  on  the  subse- 
quent approbation  of  Congress. 

We  have  long  been  convinced  that  ours  is  the 
only  free  country  on  earth  ;  that  the  colonies  ad- 
jacent to  us  are  the  objects  of  tyranny,  cruelty, 
and  oppression,  at  all  times  willing  to  become  ours 
by  revolt  or  otherwise,  and  that  the  advantage  of 
such  a  connexion  is  incalculable  to  them.  Let  us, 
however,  beware  of  the  injustice  to  which  we  may 
be  tempted  by  national  pride.  It  is  certain  that 
Louisiana  has  been  aggrandized  by  her  connexion 
with  the  United  Stau-s,  but  a  review  of  her  con- 
dition, previous  to  her  change  of  masters,  may  oc- 
casion a  doubt  whether  the  old  inhabitants,  on 
whose  behalf  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  were 
inserted,  were  improved  in  their  circumstances  by 
the  cevsion.  The  Spanish  Government  afforded 
the  inhabitants  their  land,  gratuitously.  By  the 
ordinance  of  1703,  the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana 
and  the  Floridas  were  admitted  to  a  free  com- 
merce with  Europe  and  America.  No  exception 
as  to  the  articles  sent  or  to  be  received.  Tobacco 
and  all  other  articles,  the  introduction  of  which 
into  Spain  had  been  prohibited  from  other  places, 
were  allowed  to  be  taken  from  these  provinces. 
The  importation  of  foreign  rice  into  Spain  was 
prohibited  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  encouraging 
Its  growth  in  Louisiana  and  tne  Floridas ;  all  ar- 
ticles exported  from  Spain  to  these  provinces  were 
free  of  duty,  and  a  drawback  of  the  duties  which 
had  been  paid  on  foreign  articles  was  allowed. 
The  articles  exported  from  those  provinces  to  Spain 
were  free  of  duty,  whether  consumed  in  Spain,  or 
re-exported  to  foreign  countries.  The  same  ordi- 
nance had  also  provided  that  a  preference  should 
be  given  to  all  the  productions  of  Louisiana  and 
the  Floridas,  by  prohibiting  their  importation  from 
foreign  countries,  whenever  those  provinces  should 
produce  sufficient  quantities  for  the  consumption 
of  Spain.     The  governments  of  these  province.s 


were  mild  and  provident,  having  been  guided  by  a 
policy  which  afforded  a  security  against  Indian 
depredation,  which  had  not  always  been  the  good 
fortune  of  our  frontiers.  I  think,  if  this  people 
were  indeed  miserable,  their  sufferings  were  not 
imputable  to  their  old  government.  We  have  di- 
vorced them  from  their  ancient  associations,  and 
given  birth  and  encouragement  in  that  country  to 
new  objects  of  emulation,  by  engaging  to  couple 
their  destiny  (in  the  language  of  Governor  Clai- 
borne) with  our  own  unexampled  prosperity,  and 
the  world  must  now  witness  with  what  sincerity 
or  ill  faith  we  are  to  meet  the  demand  for  a  per- 
formance of  our  compact. 

How  is  it,  sir,  that  this  Government  attempts  to 
prohibit  slavery  in  the  country  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi ?  Our  Government  knew,  in  the  acquisition 
oi  the  country,  that  the  people  held  slaves  by  a 
title  equally  legitimate  with  their  claim  to  their 
lands  and  cattle.  Indeed,  the  American  Govern- 
ment previously  well  knew  that  species  of  properly 
had  met  with  extraordinary  encouragement  by  the 
Spanish  authorities;  for  the  importation  of  slaves 
into  Louisiana  had  been  admitted  free  of  duty,  and 
even  the  exportation  of  silver  lo  purchase  slavek 
was  tolerated,  which  regulations  were  known  to 
our  Government,  as  appears  by  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Short,  the  American  Minister  at  Madrid,  to  our 
Secretary  of  State,  dated  the  first  July,  1793.  Also, 
besides  the  land  granted  to  emigrants  for  cultiva- 
tion and  improvements,  an  additional  quantity  was 
granted  to  the  master  for  every  slave  removed  into 
Louisiana.  The  Spanish  treaties  with  the  Indian 
tribes  had  made  effectual  provision  for  the  ample 
security  of  the  property  on  the  savage  frontier,  as 
is  manifest  by  the  treaties  of  1784,  between  the 
Spanish  authorities  and  ihe  Tallapuche,  Chicka- 
saw, Choctaw,  and  other  frontier  tribes.  Our 
Government  was  apprized  of  these  treaties;  our 
Minister  at  Madrid  having  transmitted  copies  of 
them  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate  in  1793;  and,  in- 
deed, the  treaty  of  1795,  between  Spain  and  the 
United  States,  in  the  fifth  article,  has  a  recognition 
of,  or  at  least  reference  lo,  those  Indian  treaties. 

The  American  Government,  with  full  know- 
ledge of  all  the  circumstances  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred, expressly  stipulated  in  the  treaty  by  which 
it  acquired  Louisiana,  thai  the  iiihahitanti  should  ht 
maintained  and  protected  in  the  free  evjoyment  of  their 
yrvperty.  Yet,  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  aims  to  vanquish  that  property. 
This  clause  of  the  treaty  has,  in  my  humble  opin- 
ion, been  greatly  maltreated  in  the  speech  delivered 
at  the  last  session,  in  one  branch  of  Congress,  by 
an  honorable  member  from  one  of  the  most  popu- 
lous States  of  the  Union.  It  cannot  be  improper 
lo  have  an  allusion  to  it  now,  as  its  sentiments  are 
not  different  from  those  espoused  by  the  restric- 
tionists,  in  support  of  this  an>endment.  It  was 
said,  and  is  yet  urged,  that  the  stipulation  lo  main- 
tain and  protect  the  inhabitants  in  their  property, 
could  be  only  applied  to  the  slaves  held  by  them 
at  the  date  of  the  treaty. 

This  niggardly  attempt  to  shelter  our  Govern- 
ment from  the  manifest  import  of  its  own  obliga- 
tion, and  from  what  would  hare  been  its  duty. 
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without  express  stipulation,  i^s  too  well  adapted  to 
excite  a  feeling  in  which  I  shall  not  |)ermit  myself 
to  indulge.  The  inhabitants  of  Louisiana  will 
naturally  ask  themselves  how  this  comports  with 
the  prolessions  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
Union,  who,  in  announcing  our  possession  of  the 
country,  congratulated  the  nation  on  the  acquisi- 
tion of  new  brethren  to  partake  of  the  blessings  of 
freedom  and  self-government.  They  must  arrive 
at  the  melancholy  conclusion  that  we  consider  the 
treaty  of  cession  as  articles  of  capitulation  of  a 


fallen  enemy.     Nor,  as  articles  of  capitulation, 
could  we,  in  conscience,  insist  for  this  limited  or 
rather   mangled    interpretation.     Even   a  robber, 
who  had  received  his  Uack  mail,  or  extorted  rev- 
enue, on  a  promise  that  he  would  not  depredate 
your  property,  would  be  disgraced  among  his  com- 
rades by  a  quibble  or  pretence  that  you  were  only 
to  be  safe  in  your  property  to-day,  but  that  to- 
morrow was  a  different  thing.    To  what  condition 
would  society  be  reduced  if  public  assurances  for 
the  protection  of  property  only  applied  to  the  prop- 
erty held  at  the  instant  1    Every  barter  or  exchange 
of  property  would  exempt  us  from  the  protection. 
Children  would  not  be  entitlt-d  to  the  benefit  of 
the  treaty,  if  born  after  its  date,  and   all  who  be- 
came inhabitants  or  citizens  after  its  date  would 
be  excluded  from  the  treaty  and  from  the  rights  of 
citizens.     Their  lands  are  not  secured  otherwise 
than  their  slaves,  and  would  therefore  be  subject 
to  the  same  confiscation.    The  same  interpretation, 
if  applied  to  that  portion  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion which  secures  private  property,  would  only 
afford   protection   to  the  property    held    in    1787, 
when   the  Constitution   was  made;  and,   by  the 
same  rule,  we  must  be  deprived  of  all  authority 
over  the  Territories,  for  the  clause  giving  to  Con- 
gress authority  to  make  needful  rules  and   regula- 
tions to  govern  and  dispose  of  the  Territories,  being 
adopted  in  1787,  could  not  be  extended   to  Louisi- 
ana,  acquired    afterwards.     A   free   Government 
protects   or   affects   the   property   of  its    citizens 
through  the  medium  of  its  laws,  and   in  that  re- 
spect has  a  di.'icretionary  power  to  make,  alter,  and  I 
repeal  those  laws.    The  sovereign  authority  makes  | 
treaties  as  well  as  laws;  and,  if  such   treaty  con-  , 
tains  a  promise  to  maintain  and  protect  property,  ' 
it  evidently  relates  to  the  discretion  of  the  sover-  ' 
eign  to  make  laws  affecting  property,  and  includes  ! 
a  pledge  of  faith  for  the  continuance  of  the  laws  ' 
under  which  properly  is  held  and  protected.     But, 
if  the  infraction  of  such  treaty  be  designed,  the 
sovereign  authority  proceeds  to  impair  or  alter  the 
laws  for  the  protection  of  property,  and  has  no 
other  means  of  violating  such  a  treaty. 

We  violate  the  treaty  of  cession  if  we  repeal  the 
laws  of  Lou-siana,  which  maintain  and  protect 
their  property.  France,  in  17G2,  ceded  this  same 
province  of  LouiSTana  to  Spain  by  a  treaty,  with 
injunctions  for  the  protection  of  property;  and,  in 
proof  of  the  sense  entertained  by  the  parlies  of  the 
import  of  that  treaty,  I  refer  to  the  letter  of  the 
King  of  France  to  L'Abbadie,  the  commandant 
of  the  province,  to  deliver  up  the  possession,  and 
«xpressmg  the  Kings  expectation  that  the  magis- 
tracy would  continue  to  administer  justice  accord- 


ing to  the  laws,  forms,  and  usages  of  the  colony. 

I  The    cession   by  Virginia,    to   Congress,    of    the 

I  Northwest  Territory,  dated  March,  1784,  provides 

I  that  the  French  inhabitants,  and  other  settlers  of 

I  the  Kaskaskias,  St.  Vincents,  and  the  neighl>oring 

villages,  who  had  professed  themselves   citizens 

of  Virginia,  should   have  their  projwrty  secured, 

and  be  protected  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  rights 

and  lil)erties. 

When  Congress,  by  tht-  ordinance  of  1787,  es- 
tablished laws  for  the  government  of  the  Territory, 
it  expressed  a  proviso  that  they  hhould  not  be  con- 
strued to  infringe  on  the  laws  affecting  the  pro- 
perty of  those  inhabitants.     In  the  same  cession 
from  Virginia,  there  were  other  stipulations  re- 
quired on  the  part  of  Congrt^ss,  in  relation,  too,  to 
the  mere  advantage   of  the   inhabitants   of  the 
ceded  territory,  in  like  manner  as  the  stipulations 
in  the  cession  from  France  contained  clauses  for 
the  protection  of  property,  and  for  incorporation  in 
the  Union,  for  the  mere  benefit  of  the  inhabitants. 
But,  when  Congress  became  desirous  to  exercise  a 
more  ample  discretion  as  to  the  circumstances  un- 
der which  the  new  States  of  the  Northwest  Terri- 
tory should  be  admitted,  it  made  application   to 
Virginia,  being  the  other  party  to  the  contract,  for 
her  consent,  as  will  be  .seen  by  the  resolution  of  the 
Old  Congress,  of  July  the  7th,  1786.     Yet  the  ad- 
;  vocates  of  restriction  do  not  think  of  applying, 
I  either  to  France  or  the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana, 
j  for  consent  to  the  exercise  of  regulations  which  re- 
;  peal  the  treaty  of  cession.     This  nation,  whether 
j  consideriHl  with  regard  to  its  municipal  institutions, 
j  or  its  character  arising  from  its  diplomatic  inter- 
j  course,  is  the  last  from  which  the  world  could  ex- 
j  pect  a  disregard  of  public  faith,  by  a  violation  of 
;  the  lawful  and  pre-existing  relations  between  the 
people  of  Missouri  and  their  slav(.*s. 
i      Previous  to  the  treaty  of  cession,  it  was  known 
I  to  all  the  world  that  theso  States  recogni>ed  slaves 
I  as  property,  and,  indeed,  that   the  j»oliticaI    bond 
which  knotted  together  their  interc.<^tsand  energies 
I  had  some  of  its  most  conspicuous  features  in  an 
i  adjustment  of  its  proportions  to  the  interests  or 
j  nghts  of  slaveholders. 

j      The  first  essay  by  this  Government  of  its  diplo- 
matic correspondence  with  any  Euro|)«>an  nation, 
,  after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  is  found  m 
an  effort  to  obtain  from  the  British  Government 
compensation  for  slaves  carried  off  by  the  King's 
troops    in  evacuating  the   country,    for   which   I 
quote  the  correspondence  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  with  Gouverneur  Morris,  our  confi- 
dential agent  in   Europe,  in   1789.     Our  Grovern- 
ment  in  1791,  through  the  agency  of  Mr.  Seagrove, 
its  public  commissioner,  negotiated  with  the  Gov- 
ernor of  East  Florida  to  issue  such  proclamation 
and  permanent  orders  as  would  prevent  fugitive 
slaves  from  the  United  States  from  taking  shelter 
in  Florida  ;  and  our  treatiis  with   th«<  bordering 
Indian    nations    have    made   effectual   provision 
against  the  violation  of  property  in   slaves,  for 
which,  see  the  treaties  with  the  U<  lawares,  Cher- 
okees,  Chickasaws,  Creeks,  and  other  nations. 

The  inhabitants  of  Louisiana,  before  the  cession, 
had  acquired  a  great  portion  of  their  slaves  from 
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ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -         -         - 

returned  from  the  Honse  of  Representatives 
with  amendments,  and  referred       -         -     643 
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Aldrich,  Gustavus,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .         .         .         . 
reported  with  amendments   to   the  amend- 
ments   

the  Senate  concur  in  all  but  the  third 
Alexandria,  Mr.  Hor»ey  presented  a  memorial  ot 
the  citizens  of,  against  any  change  in  the 
Judiciary  system  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, referred     -         .         -         -         . 
.\llen,  Sarah,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives allowing  to,  the  bounty  land  due 
to  her  deceased  son,  read        .         .         . 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         . 

Allison,  Rev.  Burgess,  a  message  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  that  they  had 
appointed,  Chaplain       .         .         .         . 

AIna,  Mr.  Mellen  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing a  road  from,  to  Gardiner  -         -         . 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Post  Office 
Committee     ------ 

American  Colonization   Society,  Mr.    Pinkney 
presented  the  memorial  of  the 
referred  to  a  select  committee    -         -         • 

American  Seamen,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  for  the  re- 
lief and  protection  of     - 

Annual  Expense  of  Surveys,  &c.,  Mr.  Trimble 
submitted  a  resolution  directing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  cause  to  be  pre- 
pared  a  statement  of  the         -         .         . 
considered  and  agreed  to   - 

Annuities  to  Indians,  or  Tribes,  Mr.  Sanford  sub- 
mitted  a  resolution  requiring  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  lay  before  the  Senate  at 
their  next  session  a  statement  of  all 
considered,  and  agreed  to  - 
Appling,   Rebecca   C,  Mr.  Walker    of  Georgia 
presented  the  petition  of,  referred  - 
said  committee  discharged,  and  pe'.ition  re- 
ferred to  the  Military  Committee    - 
an  adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in 
Apportionment  of  Representatives  for  Massachu- 
setts and  Maine;   Mr.  Mellen,  on  leave, 
introduced  •  bill  for  the,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
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Arkansas  Territory,  a  bill   from   the  House  of 
Representatives  authorizing  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  register  and  receiver  for  Law- 
rence county  in,  read     .         -         -         .     470 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -         -     473 
reported  without  amendment     -         -         -     479 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -     491 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .     496 

a  bill  relative  to  the,  read  -         -         -         .     595 

read  a  second  time 597 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -     602 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ■         .     605 

the  President  communicated  a  memorial  of 

the  Legislature  of  referred  ...  599 
the  committee  discharged  ....  650 
Army,  Mr.  Wilson  submitted  a  resolution  in- 
structing the  .Military  Committee  to  in. 
quire  into  the  eipediency  of  allowing  to 
officers  of  the,  a  specific  sum  monthly,  in 
lieu  of  pay,  rations,  Ac.  -         -         -       76 

considered,  and  referred    -         ...       79 
Army  Register,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the,  for  each 

member 68 

Atwater,  Moses,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sanford,  the 
claim  of,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 

of  Claims 255 

said  committee  discharged         *         .         -     694 
Auction  SalM,  Mr.  Roberts  and  Mr.  Lloyd,  re- 
spectively, presented  memorials  of  mer. 
chants  of  Philadelphia,  praying  that  du- 
ties may  be  laid  on,  referred  .         .         .     :j67 
Mr.  Roberts  presented  another,  to  the  same 

effect 373 

all  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce     425 
-     Mr.  Roberts  presented  sundry  other  memo- 
rials on  the  subject,  referred    -         .     425,  429 
Mr.  Wilson,  the  same        ....     454 


albitt,  Jacob,  Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 255 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read       ....     678 

read  a  second  time 684 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         -         .         .     687 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          .         .     689 
Badollet,  John,    Mr.   Taylor  presented   the  me- 
morial of,  referred 74 

Baker,  Edward,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky  pre. 

seutcd  the  petition  of,  referred         -         .     364 
adverse  report  thereon        -         -         -         -     431 
considered,  and  concurred  in      •         •        .     436 
Bank   of    Alexandria,   .Mr.   Gaillard    presented 
the  memorial  of  the  President,  &c..  of  the, 
praying  a  renewal  of  their  charter,  refer- 

red 25 

Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  .Mr.  Horsey  presented 

the  petition  of,  for  renewal,  Ac,  referred       75 
Bank  of  Potomac,  .Mr.   Roberu   presented   the 
memorial  of  the,  praying  an  extension  of 
their  charter,  referred     -         -         -         -       25 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Logan  submitted 
a  preamble  and   resolution  in  relation  to 

the 40 

considered,  and  negatived  -         •         •         -       68 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Dana,  three  hundred  co- 
pies of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury   on   the,   and  its   affairs,  were" 
ordered  to  be  printed    ....     462 


Bankrupt  Act,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  memorial 
of  a  number  of  merchants  of  Boston,  and 
other  towns  of  Massachusetts,  praying  the 
passage  of  a,  referred       .         -         .         . 

Banks,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  certain  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  pro- 
posing an  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, limiting  the  power  of  Congress  to 
estabhsh,  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  read 
Mr.  Trimble  presented  a  resolution  from  the 
Legislature  of  Ohio,  agreeing  to  the  same 

Banks  of  the   District  of  Columbia,  a  bill  from 

the  House  of  Representatives  concerning 

the,  twice  read,  and  referred    -         .         . 

Mr.  Barbour  presented  a  memorial  from  the 

Alexandria  banks,  suggesting  amendments 

to  the  said  bill 

Mr.  Trimble  submitted  resolutions  concern- 
ing the 

one  of  said  resolutions  agreed  to  -         - 

report  of  the  committee  on  the  bill  read 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  show. 

ing  the  sUte  of  the 
bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as  aniondcd 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend. 

menta    .         - 

Baptist   Denomination,  a  bill  to   incorporate  a 
General  Convention  of  the,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  read  -         .         .         . 
read  a  second  time     -         .         .         .         . 
indefinitely  postponed         .         .         .         . 

Barbour,  James,  President  pro  tern.,  attended  - 
remarks  of,  on  his  motion  to  postpone  the 
Maine  bill      ---... 
speech  of,  on  the  amendment  uniting  Mis- 
souri in  the  same  bill      .         .         .         . 
on  the  amendment  restricting  slavery 
remarks  of,  on  the  sale  of  public  lands 
on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  Bankrupt  bill 
on  the  General  Appropriation  bill 
speech  of,  on  the  Navigation  bill 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  .\rmy 
in  domestic  manufactures 
Barbour,  Philip,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of  the  legal  represen- 
tatives of.  read  twice,  and  referred  - 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         . 
Barker,  Jacob,  Mr.  King  of  New  York  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred       ... 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 

the  claim  of.  read,  and  referred 

on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  was  requested  to  lay  before  the 

Senate  a  copy  of  Mr.  Campbell's  letter  to 

a  letter  from   the  Secretary,  with  the  copy 

asked  for,  referred  .... 

the  committee   discharged  from   its  further 

consideration  ..... 

Barn,  anecdote  of  the  burning  of  a,  during  the 

battle  of  the  River  Raisin 
Barnctt,  Mark,  and  William  Perry,  .Mr.  Taylor 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred    . 
Baron,  Antoine,  .Mr.  Ruggles  prei>ented  the  pe. 

tition  of,  referred 

Barrow,  Matthew,  a  bill  fur  the  relief  of,  read     • 
read  a  second  time    •         -        .         .         . 
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Barrow,  Matthew — continued.  Page, 
bill  referred  to  the  Military  Committee  -  25 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  27 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  •  33 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  .  34 
Basey,  Sismand,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 537 

committee  discharged         ....  675 
Baxter,  Stephen,  a  bill  from  the  House  for  relief 

of,  twice  read,  and  referred     .                  -  600 
reported  without  amendment     .         -         -  611 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         .  653 
reed  the  third  time,  and  passed          •         .  673 
Bay,  Elihu  H.,  Theodore  GaiJIard,  and  Charles 
Roberts,  Mr.  Hmith  presented  the  memo- 
rial of,  referred       -         .         .        .         .  368 
committee  discharged         -         -         .         -  651 
Bayly,  Mountjoy,  Sergeant-at-Arms,  dw.,   was, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Horsey,  authorized  to 
appoint  an  assistant,  6lc.        -        •        -  11 

Beall,  Samuel  B.,  a  bill  from  the  House  for  relief 

of,  twice  read,  and  referred    •         -         .  592 

reported  without  amendment     ...  637 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         .         .  675 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         .  678 

Beaulieu,  Lewis  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  House 

for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and  referred         .  592 

reported  with  amendments          -         -         -  612 

third  reading  negatived       ....  652 
Beck  and  Harvey,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep. 
resentatives  for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and 

referred 592 

reported  without  amendment      .         -         -611 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  653 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          •         -  673 
Bent,  Lemuel,  Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 544 

adverse  report  thereon       .         -         .         .  599 

considered  and  concurred  in       >         -         -  594 
Bermuda,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  a  statement  of 
the  trade  for  one  year  between  the  port 

of  New  York  and  Island  of,  referred        -  42 
Bernard,  Hyacinth,  the  committee  to  whom  the 
petition  of,  was  referred,  was  discharged 

from  the  further  consideration  thereof     -  675 

had  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers       -         .  695 
Berry,  Edward,  and  George  Hodge,  Mr.  Roberts 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred  .         -  55 

adverse  report  thereon        -         •         •         -  80 

considered  and  concurred  in       •         •         -  101 

Berzat,  Susan,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred         .        -  429 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read          -         •         -  498 

read  a  second  time 499 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .612 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed            -         -  616 
Betts.  Jeremiah,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         ....  490 
Bickley,  Daniel,   and  Catharine  Clark,    a   bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  re- 

hef  of,  twice  read,  and  referred       .         -  600 

reported  without  amendment      •         >         -  623 

ordered  to  a  third  reading           -         •         .  654 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -         -  673 
Bigger's  Company  of  Rangers,  Mr.  Noble  pre- 
sented a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 

Indiana,  praying  compensation  to,  referred  37 1 

adverse  report  thereon        ....  436 

considered  and  concurred  in      .         •         *  439 


Page. 

Binns's  Declaration  of  Independence,  a  bill  au- 
thorizing the  purchase  of  a  certain  num- 
ber of  copies  of,  read      -         -         -         -       24 

read  a  second  time 39 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -       33 

read  a  third  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia  .       36 
said  committee  recommend  rejection  of  the 

bill 652 

Bioren,  John,  and  Fielding  Lucas,  Mr.  RoberU 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred  -         -     313 
Mr.  R.   also  presented  the  petition  of  Bio- 
ren and  Edward  De  Krafft,  referred         .     388 
adverse  reports  on  both  petitions        -         -     443 
considered  and  concurred  in       -        .         .     456 
Blackburn,   Samuel,  and  others,  Mr.  Williams 
of  Tennessee  presented  the  remonstrance 
of,  referred     ......     47$ 

reported  back,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary 

of  War 599 

report  of  that  officer  thereon       -        .         -     683 
Blakely,  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  presented  the 
petition  of  Abraham  Ogden  and  others, 
praying  that  the  town  of,  may  be  made 
a  port  of  entry,  referred  ...     439 

a  bill  to  establish  a  port  of  entry  at,  read  -  497 
read  a  second  time  -  .  .  .  .  499 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     602 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        .     606 

Boislevin,  Nicholas,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky 

presented  the  petition  of,  read         .         .     638 
Boisson,  Lewis,  Mr.  Edwards  presented  the  pe. 

tition  of,  referred 277 

Bonds  of  Collectors,  Ac,  Mr.  Dickerson  submit- 
ted a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  -         -     373 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury 417 

a  letter  from  that  officer,  in  reply        -         -     453 
a  Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 
another  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  the  subject  of     -        -         -     524 
referred  to  a  select  committee     ...     563 
Boundaries,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  ascertain  and  desig- 
nate certain,  read            ....     491 
read  a  second  time    .....     494 
ordered  to  a  third  reading           ...     59g 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          .         -     601 
Boundary  line  between  Indiana  and  Illinois,  Mr. 
Taylor  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  first  mentioned  State,  re- 
specting the,  referred     ....     364 
Bowie  and  Kurtz,  Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred           -         •        -         -       36 
a  favorable  report  thereon           -         -        -     200 
considered  and  concurred  in,  and  bills  or- 
dered      ,•171 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -         -         -     388 

read  a  second  time  -  .  .  .  .  418 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     440 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  *         .     443 

Boyles,  Thomas  H.,  Mr.  Hunter  of   Alabama 

presented  the  petition  of         '         -         -     256 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury    .     372 
Braden,  Ehzabeth,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of  ...     545 
read  a  first  time          .....     551 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •         .     558 
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Braden,  Elizabeth — continued.  Page. 

bill  reported  without  amendment        -         -  575 

ordered  to  a  third  reading           ...  623 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -         -  626 

Brady,  James,  Mr.    Roberts  presented  the  peti- 

;_           tion  of,  referred     -         -         -         -         -  82 

the  committee  discharged  -         -         -         •  675 
British  claims  to  lands,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Missis- 
sippi, presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  that  State,   respecting   certain, 

referred          ------  631 

committee  discharged         -         -         -         -  651 

Brown,  James,  of  Louisiana,  attended        .         -  9 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill   for  adjustment  of 

land  claims 500 

on  the  navigation  bill         .         -         .         -  586 

on  the  Winters'  claim        ....  608 

on  the  bill  fur  clothing  the  army,  &c.          •  669 
Brown,  Noah,  and  others,  Mr.  Sanford  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -         -         -         -  34 

adverse  report  thereon         -         -         -         -  42 

considered  and  concurred  in       .         .         -  431 
Brown,  James,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 41 

adverse  report  thereon        .         -         -         -  623 

indefinitely  postponed         -         -         .         -  538 

had  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers        -         -  695 
Brown,  Samuel,  and  others,  Mr.  Otis  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred        -         .         .  472 
Brown  Antoine.     (See  Harpule,  George.) 

Bruce,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  House  for  relief 

of,  twice  read  and  referred     -         .         -  600 

reported  without  amendment      •         •         -  611 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         -         -  6.'>2 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -         •  673 

Backminster,   Thomas.     (See  Shipley,  Ether, 

administrator.) 
Backner,  Richard.     (See  Jones,  Charles,  Jr.) 
Bullkey,  Benjamin,  CJ.,  the   President  commu- 
nicated the  petition  of,  laid  on  the  table  -  544 
Buoys,  Mr.  Stokes  submitted   a   resolution   for 
placing,  in  the  several  inlets,  &.c.  on  the 
coast  of  North  Carolina          .         .         -  501 
agreed  to,  and  referred    to  Committee  of 
Commerce     ------  519 

Bardine,  Henry,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives authorizing  the  Secretary  of 

State  to  issue  letters  patent  to,  twice  read  600 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -  696 
Bark,  Anthony,  a  bill  from  the  House  for  relief 

of,  read  twice,  and  referred      -         -         -  74 

reported  without  amendment      -         -         -  237 

ordered  to  a  third  reading           ...  367 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -  370 

Barrill,  Jamis,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended           •  9 

speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  -  94 

on  tb«  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts     •         -         -  209 
on  th«  hill  celftting  to  the  sale  or  forfeiture 

of  land  ..--.-  464 
on  the  Bankrupt  bill,  -  493,  516,  528,  533 
on  bis  resolution  respecting  seizures,  &.c.  in 

Sweden 532 

remarks  of,  on  the  military  appropriations    -  .'>47 
on  the  disagreeing  votef  of  the  two  Houses 

on  the  Appropriation  bill         -         .         .  5S7 

on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  army         -         -  610 

on  the  District  Banks  bill  -         -         -         •  644 

on  the  Court  bill 681 

on  the  resolutions  respecting  the  slave  trade  697 


Business,  Mr.  Burrill  submitted  a  motion  for  a 
committee  to  arrange  and  report  the  rules 
(or  conducting         .         .         -         .         . 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 
report  of  said  committee     -         -         .         - 
amended  and  adopted         -         -         -         - 
ordered  to  be  printed,  together  with  the  Con- 
stitution   

Business  of  the  Session,  appointment  of  the  usual 
committee  to  inquire  into  the - 
report  of  said  committee    -         -         -         - 
Butler,  Jacob,  Mr.  Williams  of  Tennessee  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  coinpensating  -         -         - 
considered  and  agreed  to     - 
committee  di«churged  therefrom 
Butler,  Richard,  and  others,  Mr.  Noble  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred      -         -         - 
adverse  report  thereon        ,         .         .         . 
considered  and  concurred  in       -         -         - 
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Cadets  at  West  Point,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennes- 
see, submitted  a  resolution  of  inquiry  into 
the  expediency  of  suljecling  the,  to  the 
Rules  and  Articles  of  War     -         -  - 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Military  Com- 
mittee ..---. 
Cahokia,  Mr.  Edwards  presented  a  petition  of 
citizens  of,  referrtd         .         .         -         - 
a  bill  in  accordance  with  said  petition  read 
read  a  second  li  ne     -         -         -         -         - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         - 
Canal,  from  the  waters  of  8andu»ky  to  those  of 
the  Scioto,  a  bill  to  lay  out  the  route  and 
pn-pare  the  plan  of  a,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred   ..----- 
reported  without   anundment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -         -         -  -  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -          - 
Canals,  a   bill  to  authirize    the  appointment  of 
commissioners  to    examine  the,    therein 
mentioned,  read     -         -         -         -         - 
read  a  second  time     .         -         -         -         - 
indefinitely  po»t|>oned        .         -         -         - 

Canova's  Washington,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mason, 
the  Finance  Committee  were  instructed 
to  prepare  and  repoit  a  bill  to  remit  the 
duties  on  the  importation  of  -         - 

a  bill  to  that  effect,  read    -  -  -  - 

read  a  second  time    -         -         -         -         - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed .         -         - 
Canton,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives authorizing  the  sale  of  certain  sec- 
tions of  land  lying  within  the  District  of, 
twice  read,  and  referred  -         -         - 

reported  without  amendment     .         -         - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         - 

read  a  third  time,  and  parsed 
Capitol,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives   making    further    appropriation    for 
continuing  the  work  upon  the,  Ac,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  reterred 
reported  with  an  amendment     -         -         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended 
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Cardelli,  Peter,  Mr.  Dana  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred     ------ 

adverse  report  thereon       -         .         -         . 
considered  and  concurred  in      -         -         - 
Cardinal,  John,  Mr  Johnson  of  Kentucky  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read     -         .         - 
Carey,  Matthew,  and  others,  Mr.  Sanford  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
Carmi,  Illinois,  Mr.  Thomas  submitted  a  reso- 
lution respecting  a  road  from,  to  Carlyle 
in  said  Stale  -         .         .         - 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Post  Roads,  &,c.     -        -         -         - 

Carrier,  Jonathan  D.,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented 
the  petition  of        -         -         -         - 

Carter,  John  D.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and 
referred  ...... 

reported  without  amendment     -  *      - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         - 

read  the  third  time,  an.l  passed  -         -         - 

Cassin,  Mary,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred     ------ 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -        .         - 

read  a  second  time    ----- 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         - 
Castine,  a  bill   for  the  relief  of  certain  persons 
who  have  paid  duties  on  certain  goods  im- 
ported into,  read    -         -         -         -         - 

read  a  second  time     -         -         -         -         - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments  -         .         -         -         - 
considered,  and  concurred  in     - 
Cathcart,  James  Leander,  Mr.  Wilson  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  -         .         -         - 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice 
on  motion,  laid  on  the  table        ... 
taken  up,  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  -..--. 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         . 
Causes  depending  in  the  United  States  Courts, 
a  Message  from    the    President,  with  a 
report   from   the  Secretary  of  State  em- 
bracing returns  of  .... 

Cavalier,  Anthony,  and  Peter  Pettit,  Mr.  John- 
son of  Louisiana  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred     .-.--- 
a  bill  confirming  the  claims  of,  to  certain 

lands,  read 

read  a  second  time    -         .         -         -         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         - 

read  the  third  time,  anu  passed 
Census,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  provide  for  taking  the  fourth,  read 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      .         -         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         - 
amended,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
as  amended    ----■.- 
Certain  Crimes  against  the  United  States,**  bill 
to  provide  for  the  punishment  of,  read     • 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     -         -    ►     - 
the   bill,  consisting  of  eighty-three  printed 
pages,  read  through        -         .         -         - 
indefinitely  postponed        .        .         -         - 


Page. 


Page. 


Chadhourne,  J.  R.,  and  others,  Mr.  Mellen  pre' 

sented  the  petition  of,  referred         -         -     313 
said  committee  discharged,  and  petition  re- 
ferred to  that  on  Roads  and  Canals        -     368 
Champlin,    Oliver,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        -         -         -         -        28 
Channing,  Walter,  Mr.   Hunter  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred  -  •  -  -  33 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  -  -  .  .  439 
read  a  second  time  -----  443 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -     467 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -     470 
Chaplains,  the  usual    resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  two,  adopted      -         -         -         -       10 
Chupman,    Thomas,    Mr.  Smith  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         -         -         -         -       66 
adverse  report  thereon        •         -         -         -       80 
considered  and  concurred  in       -         -         -     101 
Chapron,  M.,  and  others,   Mr.  Walker  of  Ala- 
bama presented  the  petition  of,  referred     663 
(See  Vine  and  Olite.) 
Charlton,  John  and  Elisha  Douglas,  adverse  re- 
port on  the  petitions  of  -         -         -         -84 
considered  and  concurred  in        -         -         -     101 
Cheney  Beley.     (See  McGrew,  John.) 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  Mr.  Van 
Dyke  presented  the  petition  of  the,  re- 
ferred      360 

that  committee  discharged,  and  petition  re- 
ferred to  that  on   Roads  and  Canals         -     378 
Chippewa  and  Kickapoo  Indians,  a  lull  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  making  appro- 
priations to  carry  into  effect  treaties  with   ' 
the,  read  three  times,  and  passed    -         -     695 
Choctaw    and   Chickasaw    Indians,    Mr.   Leake 

submitted  a  resolution  respecting  the       -     589 
the   latter   tribe  struck  out,  and  resolution 

agreed  to -     501 

Chotard,  Sarah  F.,  Mr  Williams  of  Mississippi 

presented  the  petition  of,  reterred     -         -       37 
Christian,  Rowleigh  C,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred       .         -         -     480 
adverse  report  thereon        .         -         .         -     647 
considered  and  concurred  in       •        •         -     649 
Claiborne,  Alabama,  Mr.  King  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  representatives  of  Monroe 
county,  praying  that  the  title  of  a  certain 
lot  may  be  vested  in,  referred  -         -       84 

Mr.    K.  also   presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature,  praying  a  donation  of  certain 
lots  in  the  town  of,  referred    .         -         -     462 
Claims,  appointment  of  the  standing  committee 

of 26 

Clark,  Margaret,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    -----     456 
adverse  report  thereon        -         -         -         -     470 
considered  and  concurred  in       -         -         -     473 
Clark,  Catharine.     (See  BickUy,  Daniel.) 
Clemon,  John,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read -     638 

Clerks,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
supplemenUry  to  the  act  to  regulate  and 
fix  the  compensation  of  the,  read    -         •       46 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •        -       47 
reported  with  an  amendment      -         -         -       73 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended         •       77 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended       79 
566  a  report  from  the  Postmaster  General  of  the 

676  number  of,  in  his  Department         -         -     233 
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Clerks,  report  on,  from  the  Secretary  of  War    - 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  to 
increase  the  number  of,  in  the  War  De- 
partment, read  twice       .         .         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         .         . 
Clothing   of   the    Army,    a  Message    from    the 
President  transmitting  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  compliance  with  a 
resolution  of  the  last   Congress,  on   the 
subject  of  using  articles  of  domestic  man- 
ufactures for,  referred     -         .         .         . 
(See  Domestic  Manufaeturet,  bill,  4-c.) 
Coaatof  the  United  States,  Mr.  Trimble  submit- 
ted a  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  to  cause  to  be  prepared  a  plan 
for  employing  the  IS'avy  in  completing  a 
survey  of  the          -         -         .         .         . 
the  resolution  withdrawn   •         •         .         . 
Coffin,  William,   and   others,  a   bill   from    the 
House  of  Representatives  for   relief  of, 
read  twice,  and  referred           .         .         . 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  • 
Cole,  Phineas,    Mr.  Morril  presented   the  peti- 
tion of 

adverse  report  thereon        .... 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -         -         . 
Colhoun,  Hugh,  and  others,  Mr.   Burrill  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
Columbian  Institute,  Mr.  Horsey  presented  the 
memorial  of  the,  referred 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
the  benetlt  of  the,  read  twice  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     -         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •         .         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         . 
Commerce  and   Manufactures,  appointment  of 

the  standing  Committee  of     - 
Commercial   Regulations,  a   Message  from   the 
President   transmitting  a  collection  from 
different  foreign   countries  of  their,  read 
Compact  between  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  a 
joint  resolution  from    the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives giving  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress to  a,  for   the   settlement  of  their 
boundary  line,  twice  read,  and  referred  - 
reported  without  amendment     -         -         . 
ordered  tu  lie  on  the  table           -         .         . 
taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Cone,  8.  H.,  and  others,  .Mr.  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky   presented    the   memorial    of,    re- 
ferred   - 

Conecah  Courthouse,  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama, 

submitted  a  resolution  for  establishing  a 

land  office  at  -         -         .         .         . 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands 

(See  Alabama.) 
Congress,   Mr.  Otis  submitted    a   resolution  for 
adjournment  of,  on  the  10th  of  April,  read 

read  a  second  time 

day  changed  to  24th,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ...... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  the  day  changed  to  15th  .May 
conaidered,  and  concurred  in      -        •        - 
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Congresa,  Mr.  Morril  submitted  a  resolution  for 

an  earlier  meeting  of,  than  the  day  fixed 

by  the  Constitution         .... 

resolution  discussed,  and  negatived    - 

a  bill  from    the    House  of  Representativea 

fixing  the   time  for  the  next  meeting  of, 

read    ,  

read  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Conner,  William,   and   others,  .Mr.   Noble  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
a  bill  granting  the  right  of  pre-emption  to, 

read 

read  a  second  time     -         .         .         .         . 

indefinitely  postponed         .... 

Constitution.  Mr.  Noble  presented  a  resolution 

of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana   proposing 

an  amendment  to  the,  limiting  the  power 

of  Congress   in  the  chartering  of  banks, 

dec,  read 

(See  Banks,  also,  Eleetora  of  Preeident 
and   Mce  President.) 
ContracU,    report  of,   comprehending    the   year 

1819,  made  by  the  War  Department 
Converse,  Daniel,  and  George  Miller,  a  bill  from 
the  House  of  RepresenUtives  for  relief  of, 
twice  read,  and  referred           ... 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Cotton  and  Woollen    Manufactures,  Mr.  Burrill 
presented   a  memorial  from  Providence, 
Rhode  Island,  praying  protection  for,  re- 
ferred   -         -         -         .         -         .         -41 
Mr.  Lloyd  presented  a  similar  memorial  from 
inhabitants  of  Maryland          ... 
Cravat,  Richard.     (See  McO'rew,  John.) 
Crawford,  Rhoda,  Mr.  Walker  of  Alabama   pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
adverse  report  thereon        .... 
concurred  in,  and  the  committee  discharged 
Crawford,  Thomas,   Mr.   Parrott  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .... 
Crawford,  Jonathan,  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of 

considered  and  concurred  in       .         .         - 
Credit  on  Import  Duties.  .Mr.  Pinkney  presented 
the  memorial  of  merchants  of  Baltimore, 
remonstrating  against  changing  the  sys- 
tem of,  referred 

Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians,  a   .Message  from 
the  President  recommending  an   appro- 
priation to  defray  the  expenses  of  a  pro- 
posed treaty  with  the     - 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
the  report  of  said  committee  read 
Crook,  Peter.     (See  yewsom,  Joshua.) 
Cutting.    Nathaniel.    Mr.    King    of  New  York 
presented  the  memorial  of,  referred 
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Dana,  Samuel  W..  of  Connecticut,  attended  -  9 
speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  -  117 
remarks  of,  on  the  Military  Appropriation 

bill 546,  555 

remarks  of,  on  General  Appropriation  bill  570 
remarks  of,  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 

two  Houses  on  the  same         .         -     587,  589 
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Danville,  Mr.  Palmer  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting a  road  from   Montpelier  to,  in 

Vermont 

agreed  to.  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads  - 
Davis,  Lathrop,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  to  Pension  Committee 
adverse  report  thereon        .... 
considered  and  concurred  in       .         -        - 
Declaration  of  Independence.     (See  Binns.) 
Defaulters,  a  bill  providing  for  the  more  prompt 
recovery  of  debts  due  by,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 

De  Krafft.  Edward.     (See  Bioren,  John.) 
Delafield,  John.  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the   me- 
morial of,  referred  .... 
adverse  report  thereon        -         .         -         - 
considered  and  concurred  in       -         -         - 
Delisle,  Anthony  S.    (See  Dudley,  Edward  B.) 
Denton,  Little,  &  Co..  and  Harman  Hendrick,  a 
bill  from  the  House  of  RepresenUtives  for 

relief  of,  read 

read  a  second  lime,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Deputy  Surveyors,  on  motion   of  Mr.  Johnson, 
of  Kentucky,   the  Committee  of  Public 
Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  provision  for  pay- 
ment of  full  compensation,  ice,  to 
the  said  committee  asked  to  be  discharged  - 
the  discharge  concurred  in  -         -         - 

Deslonde,  Rosalie   P..   Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisi- 
ana, presented  the  petition  of.  referred    - 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  read         -         .         - 
read  a  second  time     -         -         -         -         - 
ordered  to  a  third   reading  .         .         - 

read  the  third  time,  and   passed 
Despard.   John,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sanford,  the 
claim  of,  was  referred      .         -         .         - 
the  committee  discharged  -         -         -         - 
Destraban,  Noel,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .         -         - 
Detroit,  a  bill  to  revive  the  powers  of  the  com- 
missioners for  the  district  of,  &c.,  read    - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without   amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .         - 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresenUtives  to 
annex  certain  lands  to  the  district  of,  read 
twice,  and  referred  .         .         .         - 

reported  without  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
a  bill  relating  to  Green  Bay  and  Prairie  du 

Chien,  in  the  district  of,  read 
read  a  second  lime     .         -         -         -         - 
Dickerson,  Mahlon,  of  New  Jersey,  attended     - 
remarks  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill         -      493, 
remarks  of,   on   the   bill   for   clothing   the 

Army,  Ac.    - 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  tariff  - 
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Discriminating  Duties,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the 
memorial  of  merchants  and  ship-owners 
of  Boston,  praying  measures  to  counter- 
vail the,  &c.,  referred     .         .         -         - 

Mr.  Sanford,  the  same,  from  the  New  York 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  referred  to  same 
District  of  Columbia,  appointment  of  the  com- 
mittee for  the         -         .         .         -         . 

on  motion  of  Mr.  RoberU,  the  said  commit. 
tee  were  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any 
legal  provisions  are  necessary  to  accom- 
modate the  court:^  in  said  District  - 

a  bill  providing  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  circuit  court  in  the,  twice  read 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  a  reso- 
lution authorizing  a  delegate  from  the     - 

ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table    ... 

taken  up,  agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the 

adverse  report  thereon        .... 

considered  and  concurred  in       *         -         - 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
alter  the  times  of  the  sessions  of  the  cir- 
cuit and  district  courts  of  the,  twice  read, 
and  referred  .-.-.- 

reported  with  amendment  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 

District  Judges,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  of 

Georgia,  the  Judiciary  Committee  were 

instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 

of  increasing  the  salaries  of  the     - 

a  bill  increasing  the  consumption  of  the, 
twice  read      ...-.- 

the  third  reading  lost  by  a  tie  vote     • 

reconsidered,  and  bill  laid  on  the  table 
Dix,  John  A.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     .         .         - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ... 

read  the  third  time    .         .         .         -         - 

third  reading  resumed,  and  bill  passed 

Dobson,  John  and  others,  Mr.  Logan  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred         ... 

Dobson,  Thomas,  and  Son,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 

the   petition  of,  referred        -        r        - 

committee  discharged         -        -        -         - 
Documents,  a  bill  authorizing  the  transmission 
of  cerUin,  free  of  posUge,  read  twice 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Domestic  Manufactures,  Mr.  Sanford  presented 
the  petition  of  the  American  Society  of 
New  York  lor  the  encouragement  of,  re- 
ferred   -         -        -         -        -        •      .  * 

Mr.  Lanman  presented  a  similar  one  from 
Connecticut,  referred      -         -         -         • 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  a  similar  petition 
from  boot  and  shoemakers  of  New  York 

Mr.  Dickerson  presented  a  similar  petition 
from  sundry  citizens  of  Pennsylvania 

Mr.  Trimble  presented  a  similar  petition 
from  citizens  of  Ohio      -        -        -        - 

a  bill  to  provide  for  clothing  the  army  in, 
read 

read  a  second  time  .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
with  amendmenU  .        -        .         . 
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Dooifatic  ManuTacture? — continued.  Page, 

bill  agreed  to,  with  an  amendment  to  the 

amendmenu 674 

the  Houae  of  Representatives    and  8enat« 
both  insist     ......     6g5 

Mr.  Sanfitfti  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  York  relative  to  the 
protection  of,  read  ....     537 

Donnell,  John  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred         -         -         -     651 
Dougherty,  John,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         ....     4go 

adverse  re(iort  thereon         ....     577 

considered,  and  concurred  in      .         .         -     638 
Douglas,  Elisha,  Mr.  Miller  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .         -         ...       37 
(See  Charlton,  John.) 
Duane,  Wiiiiani,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of 
Kentucky,  the   .Military  Committee  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making  a  certain   allowance  to         -     276 
that  committee  discharged,  and  the  subject 
referred  to  the  War  Department     -         .     576 
Dudley,  Edward  B.,  and  John  M.  Vancleef,  Mr. 

Stokes  presented  the  petition  of,  referred       46 
,    a  hill  for  the  relief  of,  (including  Anthony 

S.  Delisle,)  read    -  -         -         -  -      118 

read  a  secund  time     -         -         .         .         .     159 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -  -     366 

read  the  third   time,   and  passed  -  -     370 

returned  from  the  House  ot  Representatives 

with  amendment 566 

considered,  and  concurred  in     -         -         -     568 
Duelling,  .Mr.  Morril  submitted  resolutions  con- 
cerning   597 

laid  on  the  table  .....     536 

Dunn,  Sarah,  Mr.  Mellen  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred     --....      159 
adverse  report  thereon       ....     452 
Dujilal,  More  .Marie,  sen.,  Mr.  G'aillard  presented 

the   petition   of,  referred  .         .  .      156 

adverse  report  thereon        .  -         - '       .     432 

considered,  and  concurred  in      -         -         -     436 
Duponceau,  Peter  S.  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson 

presented  the  memorial  of,  referred  -      119 

Duties,  a  hill  (rom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
with  an  abstract  of  the  emoluments,  dec, 
of  otficera  employed  in  the  collection  of, 

read       -         - 46O 

Duverge,    Barthelemy,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisi. 

ana  presented  the  petition  of.  referred      .       55 
«  bill  lor  the  relief  of,  read         -         .         .     453 
read  a  second  time     -         -         .         .         .     455 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         .     461 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         -         .     462 
E. 
Easton,   Rufus,  and  heirs  of  James  BrufT,   Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    -         -         .         .         .     432 
committee  discharge^         ....     675 
Eaton,  John  H.,  of  'I'ennessee,  attended  -         -         9 
speech  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill  -         -         -     508 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  sufferers  in  the  Sem- 
inole war 526 

on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
on  the  appropriation  bill         ...     sgg 
Edwards,  Minian,  of  IlUnois,  attended       -         .         9 

speech  of,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Roberta  to 
.  -  exclude  slavery,  &c 187 


Edwards,  Ninian — continued.  Page. 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  respecting  sales  of 

public  lands 450 

on  the  bill  to  suspend  the  talc  or  forfeiture 

of  lands,   &c.  -  -  -         .         .     465 

on  the  bill  making  further  provision  for  the 

sales  of  public  lands       •         -         .         .     432 
on  the  military  appropriations    -         -      546,  656 
Electors  of  President  and   Vice  President,   Mr. 
Dickerson     submitted    a     resolution    to 
amend  the  Constitution  as  it  respects  the 
choice  of,  read         ....         .22 
read  a  second   time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  five         -----       24 
re(>orted  without  amendment      -         •         -       40 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -          -         .         .     233 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         .     278 
Elliot,  Jonathan.     (See  Law,  John.) 
Elliott,  John,  of  Georgia,  attended    -         .         .  9 
speech  of,  on   Mr.  RoberU's  slavery  resolu- 
tion         129 

on  the  bill  for  relief  of  the  Savannah  sufferers     522 
Ellis,  David,  and  others,,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred  ....     602 

Engrossed   Bills,  appointment  of  committee  on        11 
Enrolled  Bills,  ap|>ointment  of  the  committee  on        10 
Equitable  Claims,  Mr.  .Macon  submitted  a  prop- 
osition  that  authority  ought  to  be  given 
to  the  Treasury  Department  to  examine 
and  settle  all,  ike.  .         -         .         •         .     672 
Executive  Offices,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives making  appropriations  to  sup- 
ply deficiencies  in  appropriations  hereto- 
fore made  for  completing  the  Capitol  and 
President's  House  and  erecting  two  new     256 

read  a  first  time 276 

read  a  second  time,  and  rtferred  -  -  299 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  311 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  ...     362 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -     3G6 
Expenditure  and  Application  of  Moneys,  report 
of  the  Secreury  of  War  comprehending 
a  statement  of        -         ....       72 
a  similar  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy 73 

Expenditures  for   Contingencies,  report  of  the 

Secretary  of  War  of    -          -          -            -      I67 
Extension  of  'lime,  on  public  lands,  Mr.  Noble 
presented  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature 
of  Indiana,  praying  an,  referred      -         .     366 
a  similar  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Mis- 
sissippi referred 371 

Extra  Compensation,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  a 
resolution  directing  the  allowance  of,  to 
cerUin   officers  and  servants  of  the  Sen- 
ate, twice  read        -         .  .         .         .     683 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...         -     690 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -     691 

F. 

Farral,  Samuel,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the  pe- 
tition of 480 

Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  PleasanU  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  for  extension  and 
inclusion  therewith  of  the  Union  Bank, 
referred 27 

Finance,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee of    26 

so   much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to,  re- 
ferred to  said  committee         -         •         -       29 
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Finer,  a  Message  from  the  President,  with  a  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  Slate  embracing 
a  list  of,  incurred  under  the  act  to  punish 
certsin  crimes,  Ac  ....  480 
Finney,  Elkanah,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  rchef  of, 
resd  twice,  and  referred  ...     592 

reported  without  amendment      ...     604 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     649 
read  the  third  time  and  passed   ...     651 
Fire  Engines,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Morril,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia  were 
instructed  to  inquire  whether  the  acts  to 
purchases  had  been  executed  -         -         -     689 
Flood,    .Martha,  a  bill  from  the   House  for  relief 

of,  read  twice  and  referred      .         .         -     592 
reptuted  without  amendment     .         -         -     637 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         •     675 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -     678 
Foreign  Commerce  of  the   United  States,  a  bill 
to   provide  for  olitaiiiing  accurate  state- 
ments of  the,  read  ...        -       28 
*      read  a  second  time    -----       66 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         -       68 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -       74 
Foreign  Cold  Coins,  .Mr.  Otis  submitted  a  reso- 
lution respecting    -         -         -         -         -     313 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  a  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of  that  State  on 
the  subject  of,  both  referred    -         -         -     612 
Foreign  Relations,  appointment  of  the  standing 

committee  of  -----       26 

Foreign  Ships  of  War  and  Privateers,  so  much 
of  the  Message  as  relates  to  the  designa- 
tion of  particular  ports  for    the  admission 
of,  referred  to  the  Naval  Committee         -       29 
said  committee  discharged,  and  the  subject 

referred  to  that  of  Foreign  Relations        -        55 
a  bill  from  the    House  of  Representatives, 
designating  the  ports  within  which,  shall 
be  permitted  to  enter,  read  twice     -         -     691 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -     696 
Fprfeiture  of  Lands,  Mr.  Noble  submitted  a  reso- 
lution to  suspend  the  sale  or  -         -         -       32 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands 34 

a  bill  further  to  suspend  the  sale  or,  read    -     417 

read  a  second  time 426 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .  -  -  489 
Forging  Papers  or  Vouchers,  Mr.  Eaton  submit- 
ted a  resolution  instructiug  the  Judiciary 
Committee  to  inquire  whether  any  amend- 
ment 18  necessary  in  the  criminal  code  to 
punish  persons  guilty  of  -  -  -  77 
agreed  to,  and  so  referred   -  -  -  -       78 

Forman,  William  Gordon.    (See  Hunt,  Abigail.) 
Fowler,  Christopher,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read       21 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -         -       *5 
report  of  said  committee     -         -         -         -       38 

bill  recommitted 46 

a  report  recommending  rejection,  read         -       73 
Francia,  E.  de  la,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 624 

the  committee  discharged  -         -         -         -     593 
Francis,  Ann,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and  the  legal 

representatives  of  Tench  Francis,  read  -  534 
read  a  second  time  -----  537 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  675 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -     578 


Page. 

Franking  Privilege,  Mr.  Wilson  submitted  a  res- 
olution extending  the,  to  the   President 
pro  tern,  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives        -         .         -     432 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Post  Office 
Committee    ------     436 

Eraser,  Angus  O.,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of, 
read  twice,  and  referred  ...     600 

reported  without  amendment     -         -         -     611 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         -     674 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -     675 
Freeman,  Theron,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 299 

adverse  report  thereon       ....     425 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -         -         -     436 
French  Ships  and  Vessels,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  impose  a  new  ton- 
nage duty  on,  read  twice        -         .         .     694 
read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  -         -         •     696 
Frontiers  of  ihe  United  States,  Mr.  Johnson,  of 
Kentucky,  submitted  a  resolution  relating 
to  the  protection  of  the  -         -         -         -     605 
considered,  and  laid  on  the  table         -         -     616 
Furniture  of  the  old  Senate  Chamber,  Mr.  Rob- 
erts submitted  a  resolution  directing  the 

sale  of  the -       29 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  the   Public 

'   Buildings      -         -         -         -        -        -       32 
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Gaillard,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  attended 

election  of,  as  President  pro  tempore  - 
Gaillard,  Theodore.     (See  Hay,  Elihu  H.iil.) 
Galleries  of  the  Senate  Chamber,  Mr.  ;  lokes 
submitted  a  resolution  of  inquiry  iii'o  the 
expediency  of  enlarging  the  -         -         -     532 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Commit  i  e  on 

the  Public  Buildings      -  -  -         .     634 

Gaudry  &.  Dufaure,  the  memorial  of,  refcirod  to 

the  Finance  Committee  -         -         -     432 

General  Post  Office,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  repairing  the  roof  of 
the,  &c.,  read  twice        -         -         -         -     692 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -  -     693 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -         -     696 
Georgia,    Mr.   Walker   submitted   a   resolution 
instructing  the   Judiciary  Committee  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing 
the  salary  of  the  district  judge  for  the  dis- 
trict of  -         -         -         -         -         -     312 

agreed  to.  and  referred  to  said  committee  -     313 

the  President  presented  the  memorial  of  the 

Legislature  of,  respecting  the  territory  in 

said  State  held  by  cerUin  Indian  tribes, 

read,  and  referred  to  toe  Committee  on 

Indian  Affairs ^39 

Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  copy  of  an  act  of 
the  Legislature  of,  to  which  the  consent 
of  Congress  is  asked,  referred         -         -     431 
a  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  the 

said  act,  read J88 

read  a  second  time 490 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         -     685 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -     594 
Georgetown,  the  committee  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  memorial  of  the  inhabiunu  of, 
praying  for  a  separate  court  west  of  Rock 
Creek,  were  discharged  ...     656 


XIX 


INDEX. 


XX 


SenaU  Proctedings  and  IMxUes. 


Ghent,  a  discussion  on  the  necessity  of  contina- 
ing  the  office  of  Agent  of  the  Commiuion- 
eri  under  the  Treaty  of  -         -         - 

Giles,  Aquila,  Mr.  King  of  New  York  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred 
adverse  report  thereon       •         -         .         . 
Godfrey  Gabriel,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    -         -         .         .         . 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -         .         . 

read  a  second  time    -         -         -         .         . 
~j  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Goetz  and  Westphal,  Mr.  Roberta  presented  the 
r  I       petition  of,  referred         -         -         .         . 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and  the  heirs  of  Abra- 
ham Nippe,  read    -         -         .         .         . 
read  a  second  time    -         -         -         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
Goremment,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of,  for  the  year  1820,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments         -         .         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  some 
of  the  amenditents,  and  disagree  to  others 
the  Senate  receded  from  the  amendments 

disagreed  to 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  in 

addition  to  the  above      -         .         .         . 

twice  read,  and  referred     -         -         .         . 

reported  without  amendment,  read  the  third 

time,  and  passed    .         -         .         . 

Grant,  Vincent,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  pet 

tion  of,  referred      -         -         .         . 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read        -         .         . 

read  a  second  time     •         •         .         . 

the  third  reading  negatived 

Grant,  Herbert,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  peti 

tion  of,  referred      -         -         .         . 

adverse  report  thereon        .... 

considered  and  concurred  in       -         -         . 

Greene,  James,  &  Co.,  Mr.  Wilson  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         -         -         .         . 

Greer,  James,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred  to  War  Department 
Groen,  Peter  Manus,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson, 
had  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers    -         - 
Guerlain.   Lewis  H.,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana 
presented  the  petition  of,  referred  - 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  third  time       -         .         .         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading           -         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
fiulf  of  Mexico,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  sub- 
mitted   a  resolution  of  inquiry  into   the 
expediency  of  providing  for  the  purchase 
of  a  sufficient  number  of  vessels  to  protect 
the  commerce  ot  the  United  States  in  the 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee   

^.      I    (See  Veateh  of  War.) 

H. 
Hackley,  Richard  S..  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
I    RepreaenUtives    for   the    relief  of,  twice 

read 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
i 
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Haley,  Samuel,  Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      •         -         .         .         . 
(See  hlet  of  ShoaU.) 
Hall,  Caleb  B.,  and  others,  Mr.  Mellen  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred       -         .         . 
Hall,  Margaret,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  twice  read  • 
indefinitely  postponed         -         -         .         . 
Hanson,  Alexander  C,  on  motion  of  Mr.  San- 
ford  it  was  resolved   to  wear  crape  the 
usual  time,  for  the  late,  a  member  of  the 

Senate 

Hardeman,  Thomas,  Mr.  Eaton  presented   the 
petition  of,  referred 
the  committee  discharged  -         .         . 
Harding,  John,  and  Giles.    (See  NieholU,  John 
Harpole,  George,  and  Antoine  Brown,  Mr.  Ea 
ton  presented  the  petition  of,  referred 
the  committee  discharged  - 
leare  granted  to  withdraw  his  papers 

Hart,  Eli,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition  of, 

referred  -         -         -         .         . 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Hart,  Robert,  and  others,  Mr.  Brown  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred 
Hart,  Ephraim,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  pet 
tion  of,  referred      -         -         .         . 
adverse  report  thereon 
considered,  and  concurred  in 
Hawley,  Daniel,   the  President   communicated 
the  petition  of,  referred  -         -         .         . 
the  committee  discharged  -         -         -         . 
Hayes,  James,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  prtsenied  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 

adverse  report  thereon        •         -         .         . 
Haynes,  David,  and  others,  Mr.  Wellen  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred 
Hazlchurat,  Robert.     (See  Itigraham,  Henry) 
Heaps,  John,  a  bill  from    the   House  of  Repre- 
senUlives  for  relief  of  the  widow  of,  twice 
read,  and  referred  -         -         .         .         . 
reported  without  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  tune,  and  passed 
Hendricks,  Harmon.     (See  Denton,  UiiU,  and 

Company.) 
Henly.  David.  Mr.  RoberU  presented  the  peti 
tion  of,  referred      -         .         .         . 
a  bill  authorizing  payment  to,   for   certain 

muskets,  read         -         -         .         . 
read  a  second  lime     -         -         -         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  - 
returned  from  the  House  of  Repre«;ntatives 

with  an  amendment       ... 

considered,  and  concurred  in      - 

Henrick,  the  Danish  briganline,  a  message  trans 

milting  sundry  papers  in  relation  to  the 

case  of,  referred    to   the   Committee   of 

Foreign  Rel.itions  .... 

Herington,  Elisha,  Mr.  Edwards   presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         -         -         .         . 

Herington,   Elisha,   and  others,    .Mr.    Edwarda 

presented  also  another  petition  of.  referred 

to  same        - 
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Hibbard,  Shubael  P.,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  .         .         .         . 

Hightower,  Thomas,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented  the 

petition  of.  referred         .         .         .         . 

adverse  report  thereon        .         -         .         . 

considered,  and  concurred  in      -         •         • 

Hodge,  George.     (See  Barry,  Edward.) 

Hodgson,   Rebecca,    Mr.   Roberts  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred 

adverse  report  thereon       ... 

considered,  and  concurred  in      . 

Hooker,  Samuel  F.,  Mr.  Morrii  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         ... 

adverse  report  thereon       ... 

report,  &.c.,  recommitted    ... 

a  further  unfavorable  report 

considered,  and  concurred  in      • 

Horsey,  Outerbridge,  of  Delaware,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bill 
Hughes.  James,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 

referred 

reported  without  amendment      .         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed ... 
Hunt,  Abijah,  and  William  Gordon  Forman,  a 
bill  from   the  House  of  Representatives 
for  the  relief  of,  twice  read,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments        .         .        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  with  the  amend- 
ments  -.-.-.. 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
Hunter,  William,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended     • 
remarks  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill 
remarks  of,  on  the  claim  of  the  Winters    . 


Hunter,  Thomas,  Mr.  Ruggles  submitted  a  res- 
olution instructing  the  Committee  of 
Claims  to  provide  for  settling  the  claims 
of 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  said  committee  - 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         ... 

read  a  second  time     -         -         .         .         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  parsed  ... 

I. 

Illinois,  Mr.  Thomas  submitted  a  resolution,  in- 
structing the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
establishing  additional  districts  for  the  sale 
of  public  lands  in  the  State  of  -  . 
resolution  agreed  to,  and  referred  accord- 
ingly      

Importations,  .Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New 
York,  recommending  the  continuance  of 
the  present  mode  of  collecting  duties  on, 
referred  ...... 

Imports,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  regulate  the  duties  on,  read  twice, 
and  referred  ...... 

reported  with  amendments         ... 
poatponed  till  next  session 
Imports  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  to  continue  in  force 
the  act  supplementary  to  the  act  to  regu- 
late the  collection  of  the  duties  on,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  an  amendment      ... 
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Imports  and  Tonnage — continued. 

bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  an  amendment,  and  concurred  in     - 

Indian  Affairs,  appointment  of  the  standing  com> 

mittee  on 

Indian  Trade,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  sub- 
mitted a  resolution,  instructing  the  said 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  system  of      ... 
report  of  said  committee,  that  a  change  of 
the  system  is  inexpedient        ... 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -        •         . 
a  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of,  read 

read  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing         

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Indian  Affairs 

Indiana,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memarial  of 
the  Legislature  of,  relating  to  a  certain 
township  of  land  in,  referred  - 
Indians,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented 
the  memorial  of  the  yearly  meeting  of 
Friends,  respecting  the  civilization  of  Uie, 
referred  ..... 

iRdulgence  Bill.     (See  Forfeiture.) 
Ingraham,  Henry,  and  others,   Mr.  Smith  pre- 
sented the  f>etilion  of,  referred 
adverse  report  thereon        .... 
considered,  and  concurred  in       •         •         - 
Inland  Frontier,  Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  reso- 
lution, directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
cause  to  be  prepared  a  plan  for  employing 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Army,  in 
making  an  accurate  survey  of  the  . 
referred  to  the  Military  Committee 
Internal  Duties  and  Direct  Tax,  annual  report 

of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
Invalid  Pensioners,  a  bill  concerning,  read 

read  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
indefinitely  postponed         .... 

Invalid  Pensions,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep* 
resentatives   to  revive    and    continue    in 
force,  for  one  year,  the  act  concerning 
read  three  times,  and  passed  - 
Irwin,  Alexander,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  peti 

tion  of,  referred  .... 
Isaac,  Robert.  (See  Remiasion  of  Duties.) 
Isles  of  Shoals,  Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  sundry  merchants,  and  others,  of 
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  praying 
the  erection  of  a  lighthouse  on  the,  re- 
ferred     100 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a  light- 
house, &c.,  read 

read  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         - 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
-with  an  amendment,  and  agreed  to 

a  bill  authorizing  the  repair  of  a  sea  wall  at 
the,  read         ......     677 

read  a  second  time     .....     684 

ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  Ubie    ...     687 
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Jackson,  Major  General  Andrew,  Mr.  King,  of 

^few  York,  pre«enteJ  the  memorial  of,  in 

relation  to  the  report  of  the  committee  on 

'        the  aubject   of  the   Seminole  campaign, 

made  at  the  laat  seMion,  laid  on  the  table 

ordered  to  be  printed         •         .         .        . 

Jackson,  Sally,  Mr,  Parrott  presented  the  petition 

j        of,  referred     ---... 

committee  dincharged         .... 

Jackson,  George,  Mr.  Trimble  presented  the  pe- 
tition of        • 

committee  discharged         .... 
Johnaon,  Henry,  of  Louisiana,  attended     . 

remark!  of,  on  the  bill  making  further  pro- 
vision for  the  sale  of  public  lands  • 
Johnson,  Richard  M.,  appointed  a  Senator  bj  the 
Legislature  of  Kentucky,  in  place  of  J.J. 
Crittenden,  resigned,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, itc 

apeech  of,  on  bis  resolution  concerning  the 
Indian  trade 

on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  • 

on  hia  resolutiona  concerning  the  navigation 
of  the  Ohio,  &c 

on  the  bill  making  further  proviaion  for  the 
sale  of  public  landit         .... 

on  hia  resolution  for  giving  a  Delegate  to  the 
District  of  Columbia       .... 

remarks  of,  on  receding  from  an  amend- 
ment      

on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  Army 

Jones,  George  W.,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the 
memorial  of,  referred      .... 

Jones,  Fielding,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  re- 
'        ferred 

reported  without  amendment 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  p.issed 
Jones,  Charles.  J.  and   Richard  Buckner,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  re- 
lief of,  read  twice,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased 
Jourdan,  B.  and   P.,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana 
presented  the  petition  of,  referred   - 

the  committee  discharged  ... 

Journals  of  the  Old  Convention,  &c.,  a  Message 
from  the  President  giving  the  informa- 
tion that  certain  copies  of  the.  which  had 
been  ordered  to  be  printed  were  deposited 
in  the  State  Department  subject  to  the 
order  of  Congress  -         .         .         . 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  further  distribution  of 
the,  twice  read,  and  referred  ... 

reported  with  an  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  pajised  as  amended 

another  resolution  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
j       resentatives  for  distribution  of  certain  co- 
piea  of  the,  twice  read,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     -         .         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
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Joarnals  of  the  Senate,   previous  to  the  year 
1814,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  state  of  the,  dec.         -         -     605 
report  of  said  committee    -         .         .         .     638 
ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table   ...     647 
resolution  adopted  to  print  three  hundred 

copies  of  the 649 

Journals  and  State  Papers,  Mr.  Roberts  submit- 
ted a  resolution  of  inquiry  whether  any 
regulation  be  expedient  to  increase  the 
number  of    copies    of,   hereafier   to   be 

printed 80 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  a  committee         •       81 
report  of  said  committee    ....     37s 
considered  and  concurred  in      -         •         -     300 
Judicial  Syatem,  a   bill  further  to  extend  the, 

read ^     -         -     430 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  •  4.36 
re[)orted  without  amendment  ...  490 
a  bill  further  to  amend  the,  by  forming  an 

additional  circuit,  read  twice,  and  referred     477 
reported  without  amendment     •         -         .     568 
indefinitely  postponed        -         .         .         .     628 
Judiciary,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee on  the 26 

K. 

Kausler,   W.  C,  Mr.  Walker  of  Georgia  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred         -         -     361 
adverse  report  thereon        ....     473 
(See  Remission  of  Duties.) 
Kennedy,  Anthony,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         -         -         •         -     519 
the  committee  discharged  ...     599 

leave  to  withdraw  his  papers      ...     648 
Kentucky  Ohio  Canal  Company,  Mr.  Johnson, 
of  Kentucky,  fubmiited  a   resolution  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  subscribing 
to  the  stock  of  the  -         .         .         .     437 

agreed  to,   and   referred   to  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  ('anals     ....     442 
Kermion,  Labedoycrede,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louis- 
iana presented  the  petition  of,  referred    -       55 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -  .  .     453 

read  a  second  time  -  -  -  -  -  4.55 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         -     461 

rt-ad  a  third  time,  and  passed     -         -         -     462 

Key,  Francis  S.,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  ...     440 

King,  William   R.,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature    of  Alabama,    produced    his 

credentials,  Ac. 33 

lot  drawn  to  serve  three  years    -          -          -  35 

remarks  of,  on  the  sale  of  public  lane's      448,  481 

on  reconsidering  the  Bankrupt  bill               •  664 

on  the  general  Appropriation  bill        -         -  570 

on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  588 
King,    Rufus.   appointed   by  the  Legislature  of 

New  York,  produced  his  credentials,  Ac.  231 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  change  the  mode  of 

disposing  of  the  public  lands  ...  446 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  respecting  the  sale  or 

forfeiture  of  land    -         -         -         -      465,  477 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Edwards    -         -         -         .  485 

on  the  bill  for  adjustment  of  land  claims     •  500 

on  the  Bankrupt  bill          ....  56O 

on  reconsidering  the  vote  on  the  same         •  564 
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King,  Rufui,  remarks  of — continoed.  Page, 

on  allowing  a  Delegate  from  the  District  of 

Columbia 566 

on  the  General  Appropriation  bill       -      570,  573 

on  the  bill  respecting  the  District  banks      •  645 

on  the  slave  trade  resolutions     ...  698 

Konkopot,  Jacob,   and   others,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  relief  of, 

read  twice,  and  referred          ...  692 

reported  without  amendment     ...  599 

ordered  to  a  third  reading           ...  647 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed            .         -  649 
Krittroan,   Joseph,  report  of  the    Secretary  of 

State  on  the  memorial  of       •        •        -  428 


Lagon,   Joseph,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         ....     480 

Land,  sold  and  unsold,  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  with  statements  of  the 
quantity  of,  in  certain  Slates  ...     523 

Land  Claims,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  several 
acta  for  the  adjustment  of,  in  the  State  of 

Louisiana  and  Territory  of  Missouri,  read  159 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •        •  233 

reported  with  amendments         ...  489 

amendments  considered,  and  adopted          •  536 

ordered  to  a  third  reading           ...  539 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  640 

Land  OfHce,    Mr.   Noble  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana  on  the 
subject  of  an  additional,  at  Brownatown, 
referred  ......       56 

report  of  inexpediency       -         -         -         -     119 

considered,  and  concurred  in      -         -         -     157 
Lands,   purchased  of  Indians,  Mr.  Trimble  sub- 
mitted  two  resolutions  of  inquiry  in  re- 
lation to  the  expenditures  for  -         -     563 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Treasury  De- 
partment       ......     565 

Languille,  Francis  B.,  .Mr.  Johnson  of  Louis- 
iana presented  the  petition  of,  referred  •  55 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  ...  466 
read  a  second  time  .....  470 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  473 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -         -  478 

Lanman,  James,  of  Connecticut,  attended          -  9 

remarks  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill        -         -  530 

on  the  Military  appropriations   -         -         -  556 

on  reconsidering  the  vote  on  the  Bankrupt 

bill 563 

Larkins,  James,  Mr.   Dana  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .....  360 
adverse  report  thereon        ....  369 
considered,  and  concurred  in      •         -         -  64B 

Laab,  Conrad,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of  the  legal  represent- 
atives of,  read  twice,  and  referred   •         •     692 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed    •         -         -         -         .     696 

Law,  Thomas,  and  others.  Mr.  Hunter  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred        ...     524 

Law,  John,  and  Jonathan  Elliot,  a  bill  from  the 

House   of   Representatives   for    relief  of, 

read  twice,  iind  referred           -         -         -  592 

reported  without  amendment      ...  60(1 

ordered  to  a  third  reading           ...  647 

read  the  third  time,  and  pissed           -         -  649 


Laws  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  amend  the  act  pro- 
viding for  the  pubhcation  of  the,  in  news- 
papers --..... 

read  the  first  time 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

amended,  and  again  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing         

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 

Leake,  Walter,  of  Mississippi,  attended     - 

speech  of,  on   Mr.   Roberts's  motion  to  ex- 
clude slavery  from  Missouri  ... 
remarks  of.  on   the   Military  appropriations 
on   bis   motion   to   reconsider   the  Ocean- 
steamer  bill 

Lefevre,  Joseph,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
adverse  report  thereon  .... 
report  reversed,  and  bill  ordered 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  .  .  . 
read  a  second  lime  ..... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Leiper,  Thomas  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sentt^d  the  memorial  of,  referred 
Mr.  Roberts  presented  another  of  the  same, 
referred  to  same  .  .  .  .  - 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  .... 
read  a  second  time  ..... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  . 

Library,  Mr.  Dickerson  submitted  a  resolution 
for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee 
on  the,  read  twice  .         -         .         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

appointment  of  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate         .         .         .         .         - 

Limitation  of  periods  of  service,  Mr.  Dickerson 
submitted  a  resolution  concerning  the,  in 
case  of  officers  connected  with  the  collec- 
tion and  receipt  of  public  moneys  - 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee ..--.-. 

a  bill  for  the,  of  certain  officers  to  four  years, 
read       -         -         -         -         -- 

read  a  second  lime    .         •         •         •         - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Literary  Institutions,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  res- 
olution of  inquiry  into  the  expediency 
of  appropriating  lands  for  the  encourage- 
ment of,  within  the  old  States,  corres- 
ponding with  those  made  for  the  new  - 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands    .         .         .         .         - 

Lloyd,  Edward,  appointed  by  the  Legislature  of 
Maryland,  produced  bis  credentials,  and 
was  qualified  ..... 

speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  - 
remarks  of,  on  his  amendment  to  the  Bank- 
rupt bill  ...... 

on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  Army  in  domes- 
tic fabrics        ...... 

Logan,  William,  of  Kentucky,  attended  - 

remarks  of,  on  bis  resolution  touching  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Stales     - 
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Logan,  William,  remarka  of — continued.  Page. 

on  hifl  resolution  concerning  the  Sedition 

law 48 

speech  of,  on  his  Bank  resolution  -  •  58 
on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill-  -  -  114 
the  credentials  of,  communicated,  and  read  256 
remarks  of,  on  Military  Appropriation  bill  548 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  588 
Lord,  Archibald  B.,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         -         -         -         -       40 
adverse  report  thereon        ....     649 
considered,  and  concurred  in      •         -         -     651 
Lost  Military  Land  Warrants,   a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  supplementary 
to  the  act  providing  for  cases  of,  twice 
j        read,  and  referred  -         -         -         -         -     612 
reported  without  amendment     ...     622 
indefinitely  postponed        ....     554 
Loud,  Eliphalet,  and  others,  Mr.  Otis  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  to  the  Secretary 

of  State 602 

report  of  that  officer  thereon       ...     616 
Louisiana,  a  letter  from  the   Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  with  a  copy  of 
a  special  report  of  the  Register  and  Re- 
ceiver of  the  eastern  district  of  the  State 

of,  read 75 

Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution  of  in- 
quiry into  the  expediency  of  providing  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Surveyor  General  for       76 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

Public  Lands 81 

Mr.  J.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of,  praying  a  grant  of  certain 

lands,  referred 525 

Mr.  J.  also  presented   another  memorial  of 
the  same,  relating  to  land  titles  in  the 
State  of         -----         -     525 

a  bill  to  appropriate  apartments  in  the  new 
custom-house  at  New  Orleans  for  the  use 
of  the  District  Court  of,  read  -         -     566 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  568 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  .''»77 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     626 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .     628 

a  bill  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the  Clerk  and 

Marshal  of  the  Di«ttrict  Court  of.  read  -  568 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  675 
reported  without  amendment  -  .  .  604 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     (\4g 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -     G48 

Louisville,  Kentucky,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson, 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
.       the  expediency  of  establishing  a  poi't  of 

entry  at 524 

Love,  George,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 361 

adverse  report  thereon        -         -         .        .  .  577 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -        •         .     585 
Low,  Andrew,  and  Co.,  Mr.  Elliott  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -         .         .         .     364 
adverse  report  thereon        -         -         -         -     432 
Lowrie,  Walter,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended        -         9 
speech  of,  on  the  restriction  of  slavery  in 

Missouri ' 20I 

remarks  of,  on  the   bill  respecting  the  ule 

of  public  lands 448 

on  the  bills  respecting  forfeiture  -         -     465 


Lucas,  Fielding,  Jr.     (See  Bioren,  John,  4-c.) 
Lyon,  Matthew,  the  President  communicated  the 

memorial  of 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Logan  it  was   referred  to 

the  Committee  of  Claims         .         .         . 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  ... 

read  a  second  time 

Mr.   Barbour  submitted  sundry  resolutions 
touching  the  case  of        - 
(See  Sedition  Law  ) 
M. 

Macarty,  E.,  the  heirs  of.  (See  Dettrahan,  Noel) 
Mace,  Abraham,  the  committee  to  whom  the  pe- 
tition  of,  was  referred,  were  discharged 
from  the  consideration  thereof 
Macomb,  Sarah,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  pe 
tition  of,  referred    .... 

the  committee  dischurged  -         .         . 
Macon,  Nathaniel,  of  North  Carolina,    attended 

speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  .Missouri  bill 

on  Mr.  Roberts's  motion     ... 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  respecting  public  Ian 
sales      ...... 

on  the  Bankrupt  bill  ... 

on  the  military  appropriations    - 

on  the  General  Appropriation  bill 

on  the  bill  respecting  the  District  banks 
Maine,  Mr.  Mellcn  presented  the  petition  of  the 
people  of  the  District  of,  praying  admis- 
sion into  the  Union,  referred  ... 

a  bill  establishing  a  circuit  court  for  the  Dis- 
trict of,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment      ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments,  and  concurred  in 

a  bill  declaring   the  admission  of  the  State 
of,  into  the  Union,  read  ... 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  an  amendment     ... 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  of 
the  same  tenor       -         -         .         -         . 

twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee     ...... 

reported  with  an  amendment,  including 
Missouri         ...... 

the  said  amendment  debated,  and  carried  - 
Maine  and  Missouri,  Mr.  Thomas  offered  an 
amendment  to  the  Missouri  branch  of  the 
bill,  prohibiting  slavery  north  of  latitude 
36*^  30"  excepting  within  the  limiU  of 
said  proposed  State         .... 

Mr.  T.  withdrew  said  amendment  and  moved 
a  new  section,  to  the  bill         ... 

which  new  section  was  adopted 

the  bill  thus  amended,  and  further  amended 
in  its  title,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed  .  -  -  .... 

the  House  of  Representatives  refused  to  re- 
ceive the  amendment  of  the  Senate 
the  Senate  refused  to  recede  firom  the  Mis- 
souri amendment  .         .         -         -         - 
the   House  of  Representatives  insist,  and  a 
conference  is  agreed  upon       ... 
report  of  disagreement  in  the  conference, 
■nd  a  further  conference  agreed  upon 
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Maine  and  Missouri — continued.  Page, 

the  second  report  of  the  conference  agreed 
to,  and  the  Secretary  ordered  to  notify  the 
same  to  the  House  of  Representatives     -     472 
Mallory,  Charles  K.,  and  others,   Mr  Barbour 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred    -         -     544 
Manufactures,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates 
to,    referred  to  the  Committee  of  (Com- 
merce and      --....       20 
March,  William,  Mr.  Mellen  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    .....     456 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  thereon        -     494 
Mayfield,    George,    Mr.  Sanford    presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         ....     200 
adverse  report  thereon        -         -         -         -     531 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -         -         -     534 
Medical  Department  of  the  Army,  a  bill  further 

to  regulate  the,  read       ....     620 

read  a  second  time    .         .         -         .         .     622 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         .     648 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     649 

Meeteer,  Samuel,  and  W.,  .Mr.  Lloyd  presented 

the  memorial  of,  reftrred  -         -         -       74 

Melchior,  Isaac,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and 

referred 592 

reported  without  amendment  ...  597 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  647 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         -     649 

Mellen,  Prentiss,  of  Massachusetts,  attended  -  9 
speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  -  89 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.   Roberts,  restricting 

slavery  -         -         -         -         •        •         -      175 
on  the  Bankrupt  bill  -         -         -      511,529 

Merchants'  Bank.of  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  Mr. 
Hunter  presented  the  petition  of  the, 
praying  repayment  of  certain  stamp  du- 
ties, referred 255 

a  bill  for  relief  of  the,  read           ...  361 

read  a  second  time     -         ...         -  366 

ordered  to  a  third  heading           ...  370 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -         -  371 
Merrill,  James,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 

referred 592 

reported  without  amendment     -         -         -  602 

ordered  to  a  third  reading           ...  647 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -         -  649 

Message,  the  President's  Annual  -  -  -  12 
reference  of  the.  to  various  committees         20,  29 

Michigan  Territory,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  cause  to  be   printed   the 

laws  of  the,  read 526 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred      -         -     531 
reported  without  amendment      .         -         -     568 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     622 
Military  Affairs,  appointment  of  the  standing 

committee  on 26 

Military  Service,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives making  partial  appropriation 
for  the,  for  the  current  year,  read    -         -       46 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        •       47 
reported  without  amendment     -         .         -       ,'i5 
'X  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         ...       69 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  •  74 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  of 

the  same  title,  read         ....     499 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred      -        -     501 
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Military  Service — continued.  Page, 
a  bill   from   the  House  of  Representatives 
making  appropriations  for  the,  for  the  year 
1820,  read  twice,  and  referred         -         -     534 
reported  with  amendments,  and  debated     -     545 
Mr.  Sanford   presented  sundry  documents 
received  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  re- 
lation to  the 648 

bill  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     657 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended     568 
the  House  of  Representatives  disagree  to  the 
amendments  -         .         .         .         .     677 

the  Senate  ask  a  conference       -         .         .     669 
to    which    the    House    of    Representatives 
agree     .......     690 

the  managers  report  a  non-agreement         •     694 
on  consideration,  the  Senate   agreed  to  re- 
cede        599 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowrie,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  request  of  the  President  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  at  the 
next  session,  certain  information  relating 
to  the 695 

Militia,  appointment  of  the  standing  committee 

on  the 26 

a  Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 

annual  abstract  of  the    ....     658 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
establish  a  unifirm  mode  of  disciplining 
the,  twice  read,  and  referred  ...     626 
reported  without  amendment     ...     643 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         .     684 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -     687 

Miller,   Chrit^topher,    .Mr.   Johnson   presented   a 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky 
in  behalf  of,  referred       -         -         •         -       74 
committee  discharged         ....     169 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 

relief  of,  twice  read,  and  referred    -         .     692 
reported  without  amendment     ...     597 

laid  on  the  table 641 

taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    •     644 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         .     648 

Miller,  George.     (See  Converse,  Daniel.) 
Milne,  .Alexander,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred         -         -       55 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read         -         •     497 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         .     698 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         -         -     603 

Mint,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

with  a  re|>ort  of  the         -         -         -         -       41 

a  Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 
the  annual  report  of  the  Director  of  the    •     491 
Mississippi,  Mr.  Williams  offered  a  resolution  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering 
the  time  for  holding  the  district  court  in     499 
agreed  to,    and   referred    to    the   Judiciary 
Committee    ......    601 

Mississippi  Stock.  Mr.  Otis  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion in  relation  to  the     -         -        -        -     313 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee   360 

Missouri  Territory,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of,  praying  to 
be  admitted  into  the  Union,  referred  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee  -  -  •  42 
a  copy  of  the  memorial  -  -  -  -  43 
a  motion  to  amend  the  Maine  bill  by  adding 
Missouri  thereto 73 
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Missouri  Territory — continued. 

debate  on  the  said  motion 

the  motion  carried  -  .  .  -  . 
(See  Maine  and  Mistouri.) 

Mr.  Roberts  moved  to  insert  a  clause  re- 
stricting slavery 

the  question  on  the  motion  taken,  and  neg- 
atived     -         - 

Mr.  Burrill  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting the  articles  of  the  ordinance  of 
1787 

the  motion  withdrawn  for  a  substitute  oiTered 
by  Mr.  Thomas      .         -         -         .         . 

the  substitute  withdrawn    -         -         .         . 

a  message  from  the   House   of  Ropresenta- 

I        tives,  with  the  bill  to  enable  the   (>eople 

of,  to  form  a  State  constitution.  See,  read 

twice     ....... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments     

Moneys  transferred,  report  from  the  Secretary  of 

War,  with  a  statement  of       •         -         • 

Montpelier.     (See  Danritle.) 

MorriJ,  David  L.,  of  IVew  Hampshire,  attended 

speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  - 

on  Mr.  Roberts's  motion  respecting  slavery 

in    reply    to    Messrs.    Logan,   Macon,   and 

others - 

on  the  military  appropriations    ... 
on  his  duelling  resolution  -         .         .         . 
Mortimer,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Jjanman  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .         .         .         . 
adverse  report  thereon        .         .         .         . 
considered,  and  concurred  in      •         . 
Mullin,  John  W.,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    -         -         .         -         . 
Musketi^.     (See  Henley.  David.) 
McCormick,  Alexander,  Mr.  Roberts  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  .         .         -         . 
adverse  report  thereon        .         -         .         . 
considered,  and  concurred  in      .         .         . 
McDonald,  William,  a   bill  from    the   House  of 
Representatives,  for  relief  of,  read   - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     -         .         - 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
McGrew,  John,  Richard  Cravat,  Hardy  Perry,  and 
Beley  Cheney,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
,         Representatives  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  referred  --.-.. 
reported  without  amendment     .         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

McHenry,  James.     (See  Remission  of  Duties.) 

McNair,  Matthew,   Mr.  Sanford   presented  the 

petition  of.  referred         -         .         .         . 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read       -         .         .         . 

read  the  second  time  .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
McNeil,  Joseph,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of.  referred 

adverse  report  thereon        .  .         .  . 

report  reversed,  and  a  bill  ordered 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         .         .         . 

read  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
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N-  P.fe. 

Natchez,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Missiasippi,  submit- 
ted a  resolution  respecting  a  road  from,  to 
St.  Stephens,  in  Alabama        •         -         -       39 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Post  Offices,  &.C 42 

National   Industry,  Mr.  Dickerson   presented  a  | 

memorial  of  a  conveiition  of  the  friends 
of,  in  New  Jersey,  referred     -         -         .     364 
National  Road,  Mr.  Edwards  communicated   n  j 

resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  in 
relation  to  the,  referred  -         .         -         -     313 
Mr.  Trinble  presented  a  similar  resolution 

from  that  of  Ohio 36.') 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals        368 

Mr.  Noble  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Indiana  praying  a  continaa-  | 
tion  of  the,  referred  to  8ame    ...     425 
a  Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  annual  erpenditures  on  the     -     519 
Naval  Affairs,  apf>ointmentof  the  standing  com- 
mittee on        ......       26 

Naval  Service,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  in  relation  to  the  rules,  Ac,  for  the, 
referred  to  the  above  committee       -         -       48 
Mr.  Pleasants  submitted  a  resolution  instruct- 
ing the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Navy  Commia.'ioners,  to 
revise  the  rules.  Ac,  for  the,  and  report 
at  the  next  session  .         -         -         -648 

considered,  and  agreed  to  -  -  -  -     651 

Navigation.  .Mr.  Kini;  of  New  York  submitted  a 

resolution  relating  to      -         -         -         .     4i)] 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions     -.-.-..     497 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  concerning, 

twice  read      ......     557 

copy  o(  the  bill  in  full  ....     573 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .     596 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -     597 
Navy,  a  bill  from  the  House  ot  Representative* 
in  addition  to  the  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  year  1819,  read  -         .         -       46 
read  a  f^econd  time,  and  referred         -         -       47 
reported  without  amendment     ...       75 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         .       79 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .       81 

report  of  the    Secretary  on   the  contmgent 

expenses  of  the      -         -         -         .         .     367 
a  bill  from   the  House  of  Representatives 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the,  for  the  year  1820,  read    -         -         -     4.'<0 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -         -     488 
reported  without  amendment      -         -         -     496 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -         -     498 
Navy  Pension  Fund,  report  of  the  Commission- 
ers of  the,  read 7i 

Neutrality,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to 
violations  of  our,  was  referred  to  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee  -         -         -         -       29 
the  committee  discharged  ....     650 
Nevill,  Joshua,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  peti-  I 

tion  of,  referred 42 

adverse  report  thereon         •         •         •         •       55 
considered  and  concurred  in       •         •         -       73 
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New  Orleans,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Lou- 
isiana, the  report  of  the  commissioner  to 
assess   the    damages    occasioned    by   the 
troops   in  the  neighborhood  of,    was  or- 
dered to  be  printed  ....     426 
New  York  Hospital,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the 
memorial  of  the  governors  of  the,  relating 
to  their  relief  of  seamen,  &c.,  referred     -       84 
Ncwsom,  Joshua,  Peter  Cook  and  James  Robb, 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  relief  of,  twice  read  -         -         .         .     692 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -     696 
Newson,  Robert,  Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  pe- 
tition of.   referred  -         -         -         .         -     443 
adverse  report  thereon       ....     456 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -         -         -     459 
Newspaper*,  the  usual  resolution  passed  to  fur- 
nish, to  members   -        •        .         >         -10 
llewton,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Roberts  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  referred         •         .37 
Nicholls,  John,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 56 

adverse  report  thereon  •  -  •  .  256 
read  and  concurred  in  -  -  -  •  299 
vote  reconsidered,  and  petition  recommitted  312 
^  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and  others,  read  -  367 
read  a  second  time  -  .  .  .  .  369 
blank  in  the  bill  tilled  -  .  .  -489 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     490 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     495 
Nippes,  Anna    Maria,  and  otherf,   Mr.  Uobertii 

presented  the  petition  of         •         .         .     454 
(See  Goelz  A  Wtttphal.) 
Noble,  James,  of  Indiana,  attended  -         -         9 

speech  of,  on  his  resolution  relating  to  the 

Western  Road  fund  ....  463 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  suspend  the  sale 

or  forfeiture  of  land        ....     476 
on  bill  providing  for  the  sale  of  public  lands     485 
North  Carolina,  .Mr.  Stokes  communicated  cer- 
tain acts  of  the  State  of,  to  which  the  as- 
sent of  Congress  was  asked,  referred       -     430 
a  bill   declaring   the  assent  of  Congress  to 

certain  acts  of  the  State  of,  read  -  -  524 
read  a  second  time  -  -  •  '  -  •  .^32 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -     613 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .     613 

a  bill  to  provide  for  the  expense  of  survey- 
ing part  of  the  coast  of  read    ...     595 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 606  i 

O. 

O'Bannon,  James,   Mr.  Gaillard   presented  the 

petition  of,  referred  -  -  -  -  41 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  ...  256 
read  a  second  time  ....  277 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  363 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  366 
O'Brien,  Richard,  .Mr.  Robert«  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 299 

a  bill  authorizing  a  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts of,  read  .....  540 
read  a  second  time  -  -  -  -  -  551 
ordered  to  u  third  reading  -  -  .  .  614 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  617 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments  ...         -         -  693 

considered,  and  agreed  to  •        •         -         -  694 


Occupants  of  Lands,  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama, 
submitted  a  resolution  relative  to  the  pro- 
tection of,  &.C. 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  -        .         .        .         . 

Ocean  Steamship  Company,  Mr.  Sanford  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  the,  referred 
a  bill  granting  certain  privileges  to  the,  read 
read  a  second  time  ■  -  .  .  . 
a  third  reading  negatived  .  .  .  . 
the  vote  reconsidered  .         -         .         . 

the   bill   amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  -         -         -         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .         . 

O'Conner,  John,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  .         .         . 

read  a  second  time     .         .         -         .         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .  .  . 
Officers  of  the  Senate,  eight  rooms  in  the  north 
wing  of  the  Capitol  were  ordered  to  be 
labelled  and  furnished  for  the  use  of  com- 
mittees and    .----. 

Ogden,  Thomas  Ludlow,  Mr.  Sanford  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  -         -         .         . 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  ... 

read  a  second  time     .         -         -         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         .. 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .         .         . 

Ogden,  Abraham  and  others,  Mr.  King  of  Alaba- 
ma presented  the  petition  of,  referred 

Ohio,  Mr.  Ruggles  submitted  a  resolution  to  alter 
the  place  of  holding  the  United  States 
courts  in 

agreed  to,  and  ret'erred  to  the  Judiciary  Com 
mittee  ..... 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  al- 
tering the  place  of  holding  said  courts, 
from  Chillicothe  to  Columbus,  read 

read  a  second  time     .         .         .         -         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Mr.  Trimble  presented  certain  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of,  respecting  the  appli- 
cation of  an  appropriation  heretofore 
made,  for  a  certain  road,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Roads  and  Canals     - 

a  message  from  the  President,  with  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  show- 
ing the  execution  of  the  act  respecting  the 
north  and  weist  boundaries      .         .         . 

Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  resolution  inquir. 
ing  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the 
quantity  of  land  sold  in,  &c.  -         .         . 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

in  reply 

Ohio  River,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted 
a  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  appropriating  forty  thousand  dollars 
to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 

agreed  to.  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals     -         -         -         - 

the  President  communicated  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  Ohio,  respecting  a  naviga- 
ble communication  between  Lake  Erie 
and  the,  referred 
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Oilstones,   Mr.  Palmer   submitted   a  resolution 
,  concerning  the  importation  of  the  mate- 

rial from  which,  are  manufactured,   free 
of  duty  ...... 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  proper  com- 
mittee ...... 

Orphans'  Courts  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  the 
memorial  of  the  judges  of  the,  was  referred 
to  the  Judiciary  Committee    .         -         - 

a  bill  to  increase  the  allowance  of  the  judges 
of  the,  read    ...... 

read  a  second  time 

blanks  filled,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Otis,  H.  Gray,  of  Massachusetts,  attended 

speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Logan         .... 

in  reply  to  .Mr.  Pinkney     .... 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  of 
lands 452, 

on  the  Bankrupt  Bill  .... 

on  his  motion  to  reconsider  the  same 

on  the  bill  concerning   the  District  banks 

speech  of,  on  the  Tariff    .... 

P. 

Palmer,  William  A.,  of  Vermont,  attended 
Pancost,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre* 
sentativpg  for  relief  of,    read  twice   and 
referred  ...... 

the  committee  recommend  its  rejection 
indefinitely  postponed  ..... 

Paper,   .Mr.   Lowrie    presented    the    petition    of 
sundy   printers   and   booksellers,  praying 
that  an  additional  duty  may  be  imposed 
on,  referred  ..... 

Papermakers,  Mr.  RobcrU  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Society  of,  praying  additional 
protection,  &c.,  referred  ... 

Parish,  Jasper,  Mr.  Sanfoni  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred     ...... 

■       adverse  report  thereon        .... 

considered,  and  concurred  m      .         .         . 

Ptrrott,  John   F.,  of  .New  Hampshire,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the   General  Appropriation 

bill         - .',71, 

on  the  Navigation  bill  .... 
Pucagoula,  .Mr.  Williams,  of  Mit-sissippi,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants 
of,  praying  that  a  port  of  entry  may  be 
established  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  re- 
ferred       

Mr.  W.  also  communicated  a  re!>olution  of 

\he  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  tr  the 

same  elfect,  referred  to  the  same     • 

Patterson,  John,   .Mr.  Van   Dyke  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         -         -         -         . 

Patterson,  William,  and  Son*,  and   others.   Mr. 

4*inkney  presented  the  petitiun  of,  referred 

Paymasters  of  the  Army,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the,  read         ...... 

read  a  second  time    .         -         -         -         . 
I      referred  to  the  .Military  Committee     - 

reported  without  amendment     ... 
laid  on  the  taide         ..... 

Pearl  River,  Mr.  Williams  presented  the  memo^ 
rial  of  the  Legislature  af  Mississippi,  pray- 
ing the  establishment  of  a  port  of  entry 
at,  or  near,  the  mouth  of.  referred  - 
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Pearl  River — continued. 

Mr.  W.  presented  a  similar  memorial 
a  bill  to  establish  the  district  of.  read  . 
read  a  second  time     ..... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Pellet,  J.,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  -         -         . 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  ... 

read  a  second  time  >  -  .  .  . 
ordered  to  a  third  I'eading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  petition 
of  the  district  and  circuit  judges,  &c.  of, 
praying  a  change  in  the  lime  of  holding 
the  courts  in  the  western  dibtrict  of,  re- 
ferred    -         .         -         .         . 

a  bill  to  that  effect,  read     -  -  .         . 

read  a  second  time     .  •         .         .         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         .  .  . 

read  the  third  time,  and   passed 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
with  an  amendment,  and  agreed  to 

Mr.  Lowrie  presented  certain  resolutions  of 
the  Legiitlalure  of,  relating  to  a  proposed 
amendment  of  the  Constitution,  as  it  re- 
spects the  power  of  Congress  to  establish 
banks,  read    ...... 

Pensions,  .Mr.   Morril  submitted  a  motion   that 
the  Committee  of,  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  reviving  the  act  of 
1806,   providing  for  persons  diiiabled  by 
known  wounds  received,  Ac. 
agreed  to,  and  referred  accordingly     . 
the  committee  report  that  it  is  inexpedient 
considered,  and  concurred  in      - 
appointment  of  the  standing  committee  of  • 

Peoria,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of,  read 
read  a  second  time     -  -  .  .         . 

laid  on  the  table  ..... 
taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  • 
read  the  third   time,  and  pasccd 

Pepper,  Michael,  .Mr.  Laninan  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -  -  -  .  . 
adverse  report  thereon        -          -          .  . 
considered,  and  concurred  in     - 

Perkins,  S.  G.,  and  others,  .Mr.  Otis  presented 
the  petition  of,   referred  ... 

the  committee  discharged  ... 

Perry,  William.     (See  Harnett,  Mark.) 
Perry,  Hardy.     (See  McGreiv,  John.) 
Petit,  Peter.     (See  Cataiier,  Anthony.) 
Philadelphia.  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memo- 
rial   of  the    Chamber  of  Commerce    of, 
which  was  read     ..... 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  - 
Piatt,  Jnhn  H.,  the  petition  of,  was  referred 

a  lull  for  the  relief  of,  read  ... 

read  a  second  time    -         -         -         -         . 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  - 
report  of  facts  by  said  committee 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         -         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Pinkney,  William,  of  Maryland,    appointed  by 
the  Legislature  in  place  of  A.  C.  Hanson, 
deceased,  produced  his  credentials,  &c.  - 
speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  - 
speech  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  law 
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Piracy,  a  bill  to  continue  iit  force  the  act  to  pro- 
tect the  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  punish,  read  twice,  and  referred  - 
reported  without  amendment      -         -         - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         - 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments .         -         .         .         . 
considered,  and  agreed  to  . 
Piracy  and  other  Crimes,  a  bill  concerning,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     -         .         - 
Piscataquog,  Mr.  Morril   submitted  a  resolution 
relating  to  a  change  of  the  post  route  be- 
tween Dunstable  and     -  -  .  . 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Post  Offices,  &c. 

Plantou,  Julie,  the  President  communicated  a 
letter    from,    respecting    her    allegorical 
painting  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  referred 
the  commrltee  discharged  .... 
Plaster  of  Parns,  Mr.  Mellen  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  the  importation  of  - 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations      -         .         .         . 
Pleasants,    James,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of   Virginia  in  place  of  John 
W.  Eppes,  produced  his  credentials,  &,c. 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  suffer- 
ers in  the  Seminole  war  .         .         . 
Post,  the  Rev.  Reuben,  election  of,  a  Chaplain 
to  the  Senate         ..... 
Post  Office  Establishment,  a  bill  in  addition  to 
the  act  regulating  the,  read    -         -         . 
read  a  second  time    .         .         -         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .         . 

Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  appointment  of  the 
standing  Committee  on          -         .         - 
Post  Roads,  a  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain, 
twice  read,  and  referred           ... 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  te 
a  third  reading       ..... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .         - 
Potter,  Joseph,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 

adverse  report  thereon        .         -         .         . 

considered,  and  concurred  in     - 

Potter,  John,  Mr.  Eaton*  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred     .--... 

the  committee  discharged  -         .         -         - 

PreC'mption,  Mr.  Thomas  presented  the  memo- 
rial  of  the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  pray, 
ing  that  the  right  of,  may  be  extended  to 
certain  settlers  in  that  State,  referred 

the  President  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Ohio,  respecting  the  right 
of,  in  certain  sections,  referred 

a  bill  granting  the  right  of,  in  certain  cases, 
to  the  State  of  Ohio,  read      ... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments  .         .         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      »  . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .         . 

Presents   from  foreign   States,  a   bill    from   the 

House  of  Representatives  to  prevent  the 

commanders  or  other  officers  of  the  Navy 

from  accepting,  read  twice,  and  referred  - 
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PresenU  from  foreign  States — continued, 
reported  without  amendment      - 
recommitted      ...... 

reported   again    without    amendment,    and 

laid  on  the  table 594 

President  of  the  United  States,  a  joint  commit. 

tee  appointed  to  wait  on  the,  Ac.    -         -       11 
the  annual  Message  of  the         -         •         -       18 
three  thousand  copies  ordered  to  be  printed       20 
reference  of  the  Message   to  various  com- 
mittees   20 

Provost,   Solomon.    Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred  -         -       55 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read         -         .     497 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     593 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         .     602 
Public  Buildings,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Roberti:  a 
committee  was  appointed  on  the  subject 
of  the    ----...26 
report  of  said  committee   .     '    •        -         -       28 
a  Message  from  the  President  transmitting 
the   report  of  the   Commissioner  of  the, 

read,  and  referred 39 

Public    Lands,   appointment    of   the    standing 

Committee  on 26    '^ 

Mr.  Leake  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  the 27 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands  -----       32 

a  bill  making  further  provision  for  the  sale 
of  the,  read    ......       7g 

read  a  second  time gi 

(See  Sale  of  Public  Lands.) 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  purchasers  of 

the,  read 499 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •        .     502 
reported  without  amendment      ...     531 
Purchasers  of  Public  Lands,   Mr.  Trimble  pre- 
sented the   memorial  of  the  Legislature 
of  Ohio,  for  the  relief  of  certain,  read       -     276 
Purdy,  Robert,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred     -*....       56 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  ...     433 

read  a  second  time     .....     443 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     4go 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         .     462 

Putney,  Benjamin.  .Mr.  Macon  presented  the  pe* 

tilion  of,  referred 32 

adverse  report  thereon        -         •         •         •       40 
considered  and  concurred  in       -        •         -       45 


Quartering  Soldiers,  Mr.  Macon  submitted  a  res- 
olution respecting  the,  during  war,  6tc.  -  36 
agreed  to,  and   referred    to   the   Judiciary 

Committee 37 

the  committee  discharged           ...  650 

Quorum,  interchange  of  messages  respecting  a  10 

R. 

Rabb,  James.     {See  Xewsom,  Joshua.) 

Ramage,  Lieutenant,  Mr.  Pleasants  communi- 
cated a  plan  suggested  by.  for  the  pro* 
tection  of  commerce,  6tc.,  read,  and  or- 
dered  to  be  printed  ....     55$ 

Randall,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         ....     4go 

Rear  Admiral,  bill  establishing  the  grade  of,  read  557 
read  a  second  time  .....  5<{i 
laid  on  the  table         .....     gjQ 
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Redemption  of  LanJ,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives   extending   the  time  &!• 

^  lowed  for  the,  sold  for  taxes,  twice  read, 

and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     •         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading           ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Reed,  John,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 

R«gnier,  John  B.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 
'     referred  ...... 

reported  without  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Remission  of  Duties,  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Finance  on  sundry  petitions  for  a 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Elliott,  the  report,  being 
adverse,  was  recommitted        ... 
Remsen,  Henry,  and  others,  Mr.  King  of  New 
York  presented  the  petition  of,  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
report  thereon  from  that  officer  -         .         - 
Reservation  of  certain  Public  Lands,  a  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  amend 
I  the  act  making,  fur  naval  purposes,  read 

twice -         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Restitution  of  Slaves,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 
submitted  a  resolution  requesting  of  the 
j  President  information   in  relation  to  the 

I         execution  of  the  treaty  with  (ircat  Brit- 
ain as  it  concerns  the     -         -         .         - 
agreed   to,   and  a  committee   appointed  to 
present  the  resolution     -         .         .         - 

Revenue  System,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the   Philadelphia  Chamber  of 
I  Commerce,    remonstrating    against    any 

change  in  the,  referred  .... 
Revolutionary  War,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  submitted 
a  resolution  instructing  the  Committee  of 
'  Pensions,  &c.,  to  inquire  whether  any 
'  amendment  be  necessary  in  the  act  to 
I  provide  for  persons  engaged  in  the  land 
I         and  naval  service  of  the    United  States 

1         during  the 

agreed  to,  and  so  referred  ... 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
addition  to  the  act  to  provide  for  certain 
persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval 
service  during  the  .         .         -         - 

twice  read,  and  referred      .... 
reported  with  an  amendment 
amendment  disagreed  to.   and  bill  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -  -  .  .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
suspend  for  a  limited  time  the  act  in  ad- 
dition to  the  act  to  provide  for,  &c.,  read 
read  a  second  time     .         .         .         .         - 
indefinitely  postponed         .... 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
I         revive  and  continue  in  force  the  act  to 
provide  for  persons  disabled  by  known 
wounds  received  in,  read         ... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
Rice,  Henry,  Mr.  Mellen  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee     - 
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Rice,  Henry  G.,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred     --.... 

Richards,  Mark,  Mr.  Tichenor  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred  -         .         .         . 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  ... 
read  a  second  time     -         •         •         .         . 
laid  on  the  table         •         •         -         .         . 

Rimoe,  John,  .Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  o(  read  ... 
Roads  and  Canals,  Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  res- 
olution to  appoint  a  standing  commit- 
tee of----... 

agreed  to,  and  the  committee  appointed 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners to  lay  out  the,  therein  men- 
tioned, read  ----.. 

read  a  second  time     -         -         .         .         . 

recommitted  with  instructions    ... 

reported  with  amendments  ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments,  and  agreed  to    - 

Roberts.  Jonathan,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  - 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Logan's  Bank  resolution 
speech  of,  on  the  amendment  to  the  Maine 

bill         - 85, 

on  his  motion  to  exclude  slavery  from  Mis- 
souri      

in  reply  to  Mr.  Barbour  and  others     - 
remarks  of,  on  the  General  Appropriation  bill 
on  the  claim  of  the  Winters       -         .         . 
on  the  District  Banks  bill  -         .         .         . 

Roberts,  Charles.     (See  Bui/,  J.  H.) 

Rock  Creek  Church,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  authorize  the  sale  of  a  part 
of  the  glebe  land  belonging  to,  read  twice, 
and  referred  -  -  -  .  . 

committee  recommend  rejection 

Rodriguez,  John,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         . 

Ronde,  Pierre  Denis  de  la,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Lou- 
isiana presented  the  petition  of.  referred 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re«d  ... 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ---... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         . 
Ruggles.  Benjamin,  of  Ohio,  attended 

speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  - 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  respecting  the  sale  or 

forfeiture  of  land 

on  the  bill  providing  for  the  sale  of  public 
lands    ----... 

Rules  of  the  Senate.  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  sub- 
mitted an  amendment  to  the,  respecting 
the  admission  of  persons  on  the  floor 
consideration  indefinitely  postponed  - 

Mr.  Burrill  submitted  an  addition  to  the  elev- 
enth of  the     

laid  on  the  table 

.Mr.  Barbour  also  submitted  an  amendment 
to  the 
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Sale  of  Public  Lands.    Mr.  Noble  presented  a 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana, 
praying  that  no  law  may  be  passed  chang- 
ing the  terms  of,  referred        ... 
a  bill    changing  the  mode  of,   (abolishing 

credit,)  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ...... 

Mr.  Johnson,  nf  Louisiana,  presented  a  res- 
olution of  the  Legislature  of  that  State, 
deprecating  any  change  in  the  mode  of  - 
Sales,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
that  a  duty  may  be    laid  on  all,  except 
sheriflfs'.  referred    -         -         -         -         - 

Sanford,  Nathan,  of  New  York,  attended  - 
remarks  of,  on  the  Military  Service  bill 
Savannah   Poorhousc  and  Hospital,  Mr.  Elliot 
presented  the  petition  of  the  Board  of  Man- 
agers of  the,  referred      -         -         -         - 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  sufferers  by  the 

fire  at,  read 

read  a  second  time    -         -         -         -         - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         - 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments  -         -         -         -         - 

considered,  and  concurred  in      - 
Schools  in  Indiana,  .Mr. Noble  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  I^egislature  of  that  State, 
respecting  the  location  of  certain  lands  for 
the  use  of      -----         - 

Schoonmaker,  Cornelia,  the  petition  of.  referred 
adverse  report  thereon        .  -  .  - 

con.sidered,  and  concurred  in      -         -         - 
leave  granted  to  withdraw  papers 
Secret  Journal  of  the  Old  Congress,  a  joint  reso- 
lution fr»'n  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  authorize  the  publication  of  part  of  the, 
read       -.---.- 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      .  -  - 

ordered  to  a  third  reaJmg  -         ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  jiassed  -  -  - 

Sedgwick,  -Maine,   Mr.  Mellen  submitted  a  res- 
olution respecting  a  road  from,   to  Deer 

Isle 

agreed  to,  and  referred       -         .         .         - 
Sedition  Law.  Mr.  Logan    submitted  a  resolu- 
tion ol  inquiry  concerning  fines,  &c.,  un- 
der the 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  J  udiciary  Com- 
mittee   

Seuures,  &c.,  Mr.  Burrill  submitted  a  resolution 
requesting  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  copies  of  a  correspondence  on  the 
subject  of,  made  under  the  authority  of 
Sweden  or  France  .  -  .  - 
agreed  to,  and  committee  appointed  to  pre- 
sent it 

Seminole  War,  Mr.  Eaton  submitted  a  resolution 
in  relation  to  the  sufferers  in  the  late 
agreed  to,  a.id  a  committee  appointed 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  officers,  Ac,  engaged 
in  the,  read  ------ 

read  a  second  time    -         -         -         -         - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         -         - 
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Senate,  list  of  members  present  at  the  opening 

of  the 

adjournment  of  the  -         -         -         .         . 
Servis,  William  G.,  Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  res- 
olution to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
placing  on  the  pension  list  the  name  of  - 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Pension  Com- 
mittee   

adverse  report  thereon         -         -         .         . 

considered,  and  concurred  in      -         -         . 

Shackerley,  Harriet,  Sarah,  and  Mary,  Mr.  King 

of  New  York  presented  the  petition   of, 

referred  ----.. 

adverse  report  thereon  <       -         -         .         . 

report  laid  on  the  table       .... 

Shallus,  Elizabeth.     (Sec  Wile,  Conrad.) 

Shapley,   Catharine,   Mr.  Parrott  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .... 

adverse  report  thereon         .... 

read,  and  concurred  in        -         -         -         . 
Shawneetown,  Mr.  Thomas  presented  the  me- 
morial  of  the   register  and  receiver  at, 
praying  increase  of  compensation,  referred 
a  bill  to  establish  a  land  district  'in  Illinois, 
north  of  the  district  of,  read    ... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
Sheafe,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Parrott  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
said  committee  discharged,  and  subject  re- 
ferred to  that  of  Foreign  Relations 
Shellman,  John.   Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred  .         .         -         . 
adverse  report  thereon         .         .         .         . 

Shields,  James,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives granting  right  of  pre-emption 
to,  twice  read,  and  referred     -         .         . 
reported  without  amendment      .         .         . 
laid  on  the  table  ..... 

taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 
I  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         .         . 

!  Shipley,  Ether,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 
I  and  referred  ...... 

,  reported  without  amendment      -         .         - 

I  ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .         . 

Sholer,  Captain  Stanton,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  Representatives  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  referred  ...... 

reported  without  amendment      .         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Sholes,  Abel,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the  peti 
tion  of,  referred       .... 

Shule,  John.     (See  Nicholas,  John.) 
Sick  and  Disabled  Seamen,  a  bill  to  provide  re- 
lief for,  read  .-.-.- 
read  a  second  time     .         .         -         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .         . 
returned  from  the  House  of  Rcpreaentatives, 
with  amendments  -         .         -         .         . 
the  Senate  agreed,  and  disagreed 
the  House  of  Representatives  insisted,  and 
the  bill  was  postponed  to  next  session 
Simpson,  James,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -         .         .         .         . 

the  committee  discharged  -        -         .         - 
Sinking  Fund,  report  of  Commissionera  of  the 
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from   the   House   of 
the    relief   of,    read 
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Skinner,  Joseph  M.,  a  bill 

Representatives    for 

twice,  and  referred  ....  596 

reported  without  amendment      ...  597 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         .         -  647 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  G49 

SUvery.Mr.Dana  presented  the  proceedings  and 
resolution  of  a  town  nieelinp  of  New  Ha- 
ven, expressing  their  opinion  that  Congress 
have  a  right  to  prohibit  the  introduction 
of,  into  any  State  or  Territory  hereafter 
-        to  be  formed,  &c.,  read  .... 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  resolutions  of  the 
same  tenor  from  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  read     ... 

Mr.  Sanford  also  presented  similar  ones  from 
Schenectady  -         -         .         -         . 

Mr.  Mellen  presented  similar  from  Massa- 
chusetts        .---.. 

Mr.  Burrill  similar  from  Rhode  Island 

Mr.  Hunter,  similar  from  Newport 

Mr.  Dana,  another  from  Hartford 

Mr.  Lanmnn.  another  from  Hartford 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Delaware  on  the  same  sub- 
ject      ----... 

Mr.  Sanford,  similar  from  the  Legislature  of 
New  York     ------ 

Mr.  Ruggles,  similar  from  the  Legislature 
of  Ohio  .--... 

a  bill  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of,  north 
and  west  of  the  contemplated  Slate  of 
Missouri,  read         -  .         -         .         . 

read  a  second  time    -         .         -         .         . 

referred  to  a  select  committee     ... 

Mr.  Wilson  submitted  the  proceedings,  &c., 

of  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey  on  the 

subject  of,  read 

Slave  Trade,  a  Message  from   the  President  of 

the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  the    • 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives,   authorizing  the   President   of 
the  United  States  on  the  means  of  effect- 
ing an  entire  abolition  of  the,  read  - 

resolution  lost  by  refusal  to  suspend  the  rule 
Smith,  William,  of  South  Carolina,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  92 

speech  of,  on  the  amendment  touching  sla- 
very      ....... 

in  reply  to  Mr.  King,  of  New  York     - 

in  rejoinder  to  the  same  gentleman     - 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  of 
public  lands  --.... 

in  explanation  of  the  Bankrupt  bill     • 

on  the  Military  appropriations    -         ■         . 

on  reconsidering  the  vote  rejecting  the  Bank- 
rupt bill         .-.-.. 

on  the  General  Appropriation  bill       .      571,  573 

on  the  bill  to  clothe  the  Army  in  domestic 
materials       • 

on  the  bill  relating  to  the  Winters 

on  the  resolutions  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, relating  to  the  slave  trade     - 
Smith,  William,  jun.     (See  Ivgraham,  Henry.) 
Smith,  Sarah,  Mr.   King  of  Alabama  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  -         -         -         . 
Smith,  Moses,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 480 
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Smith,  Richard,    Mr.   Dickerson   presented   the 
memorial  of,  referred       -         -         -         . 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  .         .         . 

read  a  second  time     -         -         .         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         . 
Smith,   James,  and  others,  re(>ort  of  the  Secre- 
tary   of   State   on    the    memorial  of,  re- 
ferred to  him  in  February,  1819,  read 
Smith  and  Hawkins,   and  others,    Mr.    Roberts 
presented  the  petition  of         -         -        . 
(See  Tariff.) 
Spain,  BO   much   ol  the    Message  as  concerns, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations        ...... 

Mr.  Walker  of  Georgia  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion  requesting  of  the    President  of  the 
United  States  certain  information  relating 
to  the  treaty  with  .... 

a  Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 
certain  documents  not  heretofore  commu- 
nicated -..-.. 
another  Message,  with    sundry   papers,  or- 
dered to  be  printed  .... 

another,  respecting  our  relations  with,  or- 
dered to  be  printed  -  .  .  . 
another,  respecting  same    -         -         .         . 
Spence,  Grcrme  Keith,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  relief  of,  twice  read, 
and  referred  ...... 

reported  without  amendment      ... 
indefinitely  postponed        .  .  .  . 

Standing  Committees,  a   day  fixed  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  ..... 

the  appointment  of    - 
State  Papers,  a  bill  authorizing  subscription  to 
the  eleventh  and  twelfth  volumes  of,  read 
read  a  second  time     -         -         .         -         . 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 
read  a  third  time,  and  postponed 
taken  up,  and  passed  .... 

Steele,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and 
referred  ---... 

I 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Stevens.  Jonathan,  and  others,  Mr.   Mellen  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 

adverse  report  thereon  agreed  to 
Stephens.  Ebenezer,and  others,  Mr.  Sanford  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 

adverse  report  thereon        -         -         -         - 

recommitted  on  motionof  Mf .  King,  of  New 
York,  and  a  bill  ordered  ... 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         ... 

read  a  second  time    -         -         .         .         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Stewart,  Susannah,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 

report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the 
petition  of     -----         - 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         .         . 

read  the  thud  time,  and  passed  -         .         . 
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Stoddard,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Roberts  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  relating  to  the  inven- 
tion of  an  improved  wire  screw,  read       -       23 
Stokes,  Montford.  of  North  Carolina,  attended  -       23 
Stuart,  D..  and  others,  presented  the  petition  of, 

referred 454 

Supreme  Court,  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the 
act  to  provide  for  reports  of  the  decisions 

of  the,  read 80 

read  a  second  time  -  ....  81 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  .  '.  .  233 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  234 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments,  and  agreed  to  -  •  698 
Surgeons  in  the  Naval  Service,  a  bill  regulating 

the  pay  of,  read 539 

read  a  second  time     .....     558 
indefinitely  postponed         -         -         -         -     641 
Surrender  of  Persons  escaping  from  Service,  Mr. 

Smith  submitted  a  resolution  concerning     606 

laid  on  the  table 618 

Swartwout,  Robert,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the 
memorial  of,  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 

War 442 

the  report  of  said  officer  referred  to  the  Mili- 
tary Committee 466 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -  •  -  -  488 
read  a  second  time  .....  490 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  496 
read  the  third  time,  and  paMed  ...  498 
Swiss  Emigrants,  the  memorial  of  a  company  of, 

read,  and  referred  .....     364 
St.  Stephens.     (See  iS'atehez.) 


Tanner,  John,  Mr.  Walker  of  Georgia  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  .         .         -         .     365 
adverse  rei>ort  thereon        ....     432 
Tariff,  Mr.  Trimble  presented  the  proceedings 
and  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio, 
in  relation  to  the,  &c.,  referred       -         •     237 
Mr.  Sanford  presented  a  memorial  praying 

a  revision  of  the     .....     373 
Mr.   Lowrie  presented  a   memorial  of  the 

Pennsylvania  Society.  «Scc..  referred         -     605 
Mr.  Roberts  presented  a  memorial  on  the 

same  subject  -.---.     647 
Mr.  Roberts  also  presented  the  petition  of 
Smith  &  Hawkins,  &c.  ....     650 
Taylor,  Waller,  of  Indiana,  attended         -         -         9 
Taylor,  John,  the  President  communicated  the 

petition  of,  referred         ....       80 
adverse  report  thereon        ....     255 
read,  and  concurred  in       -         -         -         -     277 
Teche,  a  bill  to  change  the  port  of  entry  for  the 

district  of,  read 501 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -         -     519 
reported  without  amendment      ...     575 
indefinitely  postponed         ....     623 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Williams  submitted  a  resolution 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  author- 
izing the  State  of,  to  dispose  of  certain 
vacant  land  at  a  reduced  price         -         -       46 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands 47 

Thomas,  Jesse  B.,  of  Illinois,  attended       -         •         9 
Thornton,  William,  Mr.  Brown   presented  the 

memorial  of.  referred      -         -         -         -       21 


Three  Millions,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  authorize  the   President  to 
borrow,  read  twice,  and  referred 
reported  with  an  amendment,  read  the  third 

time,  and  passed  as  amended 
the   House  of  Representatives  disagreed,  a 
conference  was  held,  a  compromise  agreed 
upon,  and  the  bill  finally  passed 
Tichenor,  Isaac,  of  Vermont,  attended 
Tilghman,  William,   Mr.  Roberts  presented  the 
petitions  of,  referred        .... 
(See  Fruncit,  Ann.) 
Timberlake,  Joseph,  Mr.  Stokes  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .... 
adverse  report  thereon        .... 
read,  and  agreed  to    - 

Timberlake,  John  B.,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .         .         .         - 
adverse  report  thereon         .... 
a  bill  concerning,  read 

read  a  second  time    -         -         -         -         - 
third  reading  negatived      -         -         -         . 
had  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers 
Tohandocke,  an   Indian   Chief,  Mr.  Van   Dyke 
presented   the  petition  of        •         -         - 
Tompkins,  Daniel  D.,  Vice  President,  attended 
and  took  the  chair           .... 
retirem^t  of,  from  the  chair      .         -         - 
Trading-Houses  with  Indian  tribes,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  continue  in 
force  for  a  further  time  the  act  establish- 
ing, read 

read  a  second  time    ..... 

reported  without  amendment      .         .         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         . 

Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  the  annual  report 

of  the 

the  general  account  of  the,  communicated 
Treasury  Department,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the,  in  obedience  to  the  act  establishing  a 
a  bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments,  and  agreed  to     - 
report  of  sums  paid  to  each  clerk  in  the 
another  report,  in  obedience  to  the  act  estab- 
lishing the     .-..-• 

Treasury.    War.    and  Navy  Departments,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  in  ad- 
dition to  the  several  acts  establishing  and 
regulating  the         -         -         -         -         - 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Trimble,  William,  A.,  of  Ohio,  attended  - 

remarks  of,  on  his  amendment  to  the  Mis- 
souri bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives       

on  the  bill  providing  for  sale  of  public  lands 
on  the  military  appropriations  .  .  - 
on  the  amendment  disagreed  to  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  .  -  . 
on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  Army  -  608, 
on  the  Canal  bill 


Page. 


692 


696 


696 
9 

365 


233 
676 
577 

461 
594 
594 
600 
648 
695 

480 

36 
236 


425 
431 
442 
460 

438 
687 

22 

70 

76 

477 

677 

695 

80 

119 


545 
551 
568 
585 
627 
628 
9 


469 
486 
555 

587 
610 
681 


xlvii 


INDEX. 


xlviii 


Senate  Proctedingt  and  Debates. 


Page. 


37 


256 


461 

463 

489 


56 


Tuscaloosa.  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  sabmitted 
a  resolution  respecting  the  establishment 
of  a  land  office  at  - 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

Public  Lands 

Two  per  cent.  Fund  from  Land  Sales,  Mr.  Noble 

submitted   a  resolution   of  inquiry,  con- 

i        cerning  the  amount  of  the,  for  Indiana 

and  Illinois    -•.... 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury         -         -         .         .         . 

report  from  that  officer  in  obedience  thereto 

U. 

Uniform  Sytem  of  Bankruptcy,  Mr.  Dana  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  the  New  Haven 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  praying  for  a, 
referred  -         -         .         .         . 

Mr.  Parrott  presented  a  similar  one  from 
inerchanUand  others  of  I'ortsmouth,  New 
Hampshire,  referred  to  the  same     - 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  a  similar  one  from 
the  New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
referred  to  the  same        -         .  .  - 

a  bill  to  establi:>h  a,  read    •         -         .         . 

read  a  second  time     •         -         .         -         . 

further  consideration  postponed     362,   370,  426, 

480,  489 

bill  Jiscu.-sed     -         -         .         .       4^2,  496,  502 

a  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  nega- 
tived       519 

the  discuss.  )n  of  the  bill  resumed    520,  527,  533, 

535,  541,  .').'i9 
certain  amei.Jments  agreed  to    -         -         .     544 
the  third  reailing  of  the  bill  negatived         -     561 
Unlocated  Claims,  a  bill  from  the  House  of.Rep- 
resenlatives  for  rehef  of  persons  holding 
confirmed,  in  Illinois,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred      

reported  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         . 
Unproductive   Post  Roads,  report  of  the   Post- 
master General  of  - 
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V. 
Van  CleeJ,  John  .M.     (See  Dudley,  E.  B.) 
Van    Duersen,    William,  and  George   Wolcott, 
surveyors  of  revenue  in  Connecticut,  .Mr. 
Dana  presented  the  petition  of        -         - 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce,  &c. 
Van  Dyke,  Nicholas,  of  Delaware,  attended 

speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill    - 
on  the  Bankrupt  bill         -         -         .     521, 
remarks  of,  on  .Mr.  Lloyd's  amendment  to 
the  same         -         -         .  .         _ 

on  reconsidering  the  vote  rejecting  it  - 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  the  Winters    - 
on  the  District   Banks  bill 
Vessels  of  War,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  building 
of  a  certain  number  of  small,  read  - 
read  a  second  time     -         .         .         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         . 
returned  from  the  House  ot  Representatives 
with  an  amendment      -         .         .         . 
read,  and  agreed  to    - 
Villere,  Jacques,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
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Vinccnnes  Land  District,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of  certain 
settlers  within  the,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred    ----... 

reported  without  amendment      - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         -         . 

Vine  and  Olive,  a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act 

to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  certain  lands 

for  thf  encouragement  of  the  cultivation 

of  the,  read   

read  a  second  time    -         -         .         .         . 

referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury      - 

the  report  of  said  officer     -         -  .         - 

Virginia,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  alter  the  terms  for  holding  the 
court  for  the  western  district  of,  read  twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  . 
Virginia  Revolutionary  Line,  Mr.  Barbour  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  in  respect  to  unlocated 
warrants  issued  to  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  -  .         .  .  . 

;eland,  Ann.  Mr.  Dickersoii  presented  the  pe- 
\     titioii  of,  referred    -  -  .  .  . 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -         -         . 

read  a  second  time     - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         . 

W. 

Wabash,    .Mr.   Noble   presented  the  petition  of 
sundry  descendants  of  the  first  settlers  of 
the,  referred  --.... 
Wait,  Thomas  B..  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  memo- 
rial of    ---...         . 
(See  at  ate  Papers.) 
Waldoborough.  Maine,  .Mr.  .Miller  submitted   a 
resolution   respecting  a  road  from,  to  Bel- 
fast         

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Post  Offices,  Ac.    -         -         -         .         . 
Walker,  John  W..  appointed   a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Alabama,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials and  took  his  seat        ... 

drew  the  lot  No.  1 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  change  the  mode  of 

disposing  of  public   lands          -         -     444, 
remarks  oi.  on  his  amendment  of  the  same 
Walker,  Freeman,    appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Georgia,  in    place  of  John 
Forsyth,  resigned,   produced  his  creden- 
tials, &c. 

speech  of,  on  .Mr.  Roberts's  amendment  to 

the  .Missouri  bill 

on  Mr.  Lloyd's  amendment  to  the  Bankrupt 

bill         -" 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  reconsider  ita 

rejection         --.... 

Ward,  Samuel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

re|>orted  without  amendment      ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Ward,  Josiah,  Mr.  Morril  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 
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War  and  Navy  Accounts,  the  Treasurer'*  state 

ment  of  the    ...... 

Warren,  James,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred     ...... 

adverse  report  thereon        .         .         .         . 

read,  and  concurred  in  .         .         . 

Waahington,  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants 

of  the  City  of,  read  .  .  .  . 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments  .  .  . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  .  .  . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  . 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments  .         .         -         .         . 
agreed  to,  with  exceptions  -         .         - 

a  conference  held,  and  compromise  agreed 

upon      ....... 

a  bill  further   to  extend   the  charter  of  the 

City  of,  read 

read  a  second  time    -         -         -         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         -         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  paHed 
a  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  authorizing  the 

sale  of  certain  public  ground  in,  read 
read  a  second  time     -         -         -         -         . 
Washington  Canal  Company,  report  of  the  Pres- 
ident and  Directors  of  the 
Waters,  George,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  King  of  New 

York  the  papers  of,  were  referred  to  the 

Committee  on   Pensions,  dec. 
committee  discharged,  the  petitioner  having 

received  his  pension        .         .         .         . 

Wells.  Benjamin,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    -         -         -         -         - 

a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  for  relief  of, 
read       ....... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
re(>orted  without  amendment,  and    recom- 
mitted     

committee  discharged         .         .         .         . 
Wells,  Benjamin,  John  Wells,  and  John  Web- 
ster,   Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred     -....- 
the  committee  discharged  .         .         . 

Welsh,  Nicholas,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .         .         .         . 
Western   Road  Fund.     ^See  Two  per  cent,  on 

Lands.) 
West  Indies,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates 
to  commercial   intercourse  with   the,  and 
British  possessions,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations    .         .         . 
Weymouth,  Dean,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .... 
adverse  report  thereon        .         .         .         . 
read,  and  concurred  in       -         -         -         - 
White,  Vassell,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 

the  committee  discharged  -         -         -         - 
White,  J.  E.  &.  Co.,  Mr.  Elliott  presented   the 
memorial  of,  referred      .         -         .         - 
adverse  report  thereon        .         .         .         - 
WikofT,  William,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
the  committee  discharged  .         .         .         - 
Wile,  Conrad,  administrator  of  Elijah  Shallus, 
and  others,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read  .         -        .         .         - 
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Wilkinson,  General  James,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  RepresenUtives  for  relief  of,  twice  read, 
and  referred  -         t         .         -         .         . 

reported  without  amendment      -        .        . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Willcox,  Richard,  Mr.  Dana  presented  the  peti 
tion  of,  referred 

a  bill  authorizing  the   Secretary  of  State  to 
issue  letters  patent  to,  read     ... 

read  a  second  time    .         .         -         -         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Williams,  John,  of  Tennessee,  attended    - 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  sufferers 
in  the  Seminole  war       -         .         .         . 

on  the  bill  providing  for  clothing  the  army 

Williams,  Thomas  H.,  of  Mississippi  attended  . 

Williamson,  John,   Mr.  Sanford  presented   the 

petition  of,  referred         .         .         .         . 

adverse  report  thereon         .... 

read  and  agreed  to    - 
Willis,  Henry,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred   -         -         .         -         . 

reported  without  amendment     • 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Wilman,  Christian,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Trimble, 
the  Committee  of  Claims  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the   expediency  of  allow- 
ing payment  for  a  horse  to     • 

said  committee  discharged  .         .         . 

Wilson,  James,  of  New  Jersey  attended    - 

remarks  of.  on  postponing  the  Land  bill     - 

on  the  Bankrupt  bill  •         •         •      ^ 

on    reconsidering  the    vote    rejecting  said 
bill 

on  the  Appropriation  bill  -         -         -         - 

on  the  disagreement  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  Senate's  amendments  - 

on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  army 
Wilson.  Ann,  the  President  communicated  ihe 
petition  of,  referred         .... 

the  committee  discharged  .         -         .         - 

Winter,  Gabriel,    and   others.   Mr.  Williams  of 
Tennessee  presented  the  memorial  of,  re- 
ferred   --..... 
*  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of,  read       .         .         - 
read  a  second  time    .         .         .         -         - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         -         -         • 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee 
reported  with  amendments  ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         -         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Winton,  John,  Mr.  Williams  of  Tennessee  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
the  committee  discharged        ... 
Wire  Screws.     (See  Stoddard,  John.) 
Withers,  Thomas  C,  a  bill  from   the  House  of 
Representatives  for  relief  of,   read  twice, 
and  referred  ....-- 
reported  with  amendments         .         .         - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         -         - 
Wood,  James,  .Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  memo- 
rial of,  referred       .         .         .         -         - 
adverse  report  thereon        .        -        .         - 
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Wood,  James — continued.  Page- 

report  recommitted  to  same  committee        -     429 
similar  report,  and  committee  discharged    -     519 

Y." 

Yets  and  Xays,  on  recommitting  the  Maine  and 

Missouri  bill ng 

on   the  third  reading   of  Mr.   Dickerson's 
amendment  to  the  Constitution       -         -     233 

on  Mr.  Lloyd's  motion  to  amend    the  same     277 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same         -         -     278 

on  Mr.  Roberts's  amendment   to   the    Mis- 
souri bill 359 

on  the  motion  to  uniie  the  Maine  and  Mis- 
souri bills       ......     424 

on  Mr.  Trimble's  amendment   to  Mr.  Tho- 
mas's proposed  section    -         .         .         .     427 

on  agreeing  to  Mr.  Thomas's  section  to  the 
bill 428 

on  ordering  the  bill  as  amended  to  a  third 
reading 428 

on  receding   from  the  amendments   to   the 
same      -         - 457 

on  Mr.  Edwards's  amendment  to  the  Loan 

bill         - 458,  486 

on  Mr.  Barbour's  amendment  to  the  Missouri 
bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives    -     468 

on  Mr.  Trimble's  amendment     ...     459 

on  Mr.  Walker's  amendment  to  the  Land 
bill 482 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  said  bill     .         -     489 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Bankrupt 
hill         - 519 

on    Mr.    Van    Dyke's    amendment    to    the 
same      •.'.-..     536,  544 

on   amending    the    Military    .\ppropriation 
.      bill 557 

on  the  resolution  for  adjournment  of  Con- 
gress       559 

on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  Bankrupt  bill    . 
to  next  session        .         •         .         .         .     550 

on  the  third  reading  of  said  bill  .         -561 

on  reconsidering  the  vote  thereon        •         -     565 

on  the  third  reading  of  the    bill  concerning 
defaulters 575 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 
John  H.  Piatt 594 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  Navigation  bill  .     596 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  concerning 
district  judges     • 595 
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concerning   duties 


Yeas  and  Nays — continued. 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  pro- 
viding for  clothing  the  Army  - 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  grant- 
ing pre-emption  rights  to  the  State  of 
Ohio 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  relating  to 
the  claim  of  E.  and  W.  Winter 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Road  and 
Canal  bill       ...... 

on  amcndii.g  the   bill   concerning  Revolu- 
tionary pensions     ....      039^  540 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same       .     639 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same         •         -     640 
on  a  substitute  far  the  House  bill   concern- 
ing the  District  banks    -         .         .         . 
on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  ... 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Road  and 
Canal  bill 

on    postponing   the   bill 

on  imports 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  limiting  the 

term  of  certain  otfices     -         .         .         - 
on  agreeing  to  the  House   amendments   of 

the  bill  to  establish  additional  land  oflSces 

in  Alabama    --.... 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  l)en> 
efit  of  E.  and  W.  Winter         -   '      - 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Western 
Canal  bill 

on  ordering  the  same  to  a  third  reading 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Pre-emp- 
tion bill  ...... 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  House 
resolution  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the 
act  concerning  Revolutionary  pensions  - 
Young,  Robert,  and  Richard  Bland  Lee,  judges, 
respectively,  of  the  orphans'  courts  of  Al- 
exandria and  Washington,  the  memorial 
of,  referred 

a  bill  to  increase  the  allowance  of,  read 

read  a  second  time     -         -         -         .         . 

blank  filled,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Youngs,  Martha  and  brothers.  Mr.  8anford  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred         -         -     276 

adverse  report  thereon        -         .         .         .     372 

read,  and  concurred  in       -         -         .         .     42S 
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Abbot,  Joel,  of  Georgia  produced  his  credentials, 

k  and  was  qualified 702 

^bstracU  of  Lands,  a  bill  to  enable  the  Governor 
of  Illinois  to  obtain  certain,  twice  read,  and 

referred  - 1675 

read  the  third  time,   and  passed         -         -  2242 
Accountability,  Mr.  Randolph  submitted  a  reso- 
lution on  the  subject  of,  in  relation  to  pub- 
he  moneys 1066 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  -         .         .         .         .    io69 


I  Accounts,  appointment  of  standing  Committee 
;  Acres  of  Land  sold,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks, 
[  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  direct- 

j  ed  to  report  the  number  of.  at  the  several 

land  offices  since  their  institution    - 
Adams,  Benjamin,  of  Massacbusetu  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat     -         -         -         . 
Adams,  Samuel  G.,  .Mr.  Tyler  moved  to  reverse 
the  unfavorable  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims  on  petition  of,  and  to  order  a  bill 
the  motion   was  negatived,  and    the  report 
concurred  in  -         -         .         .         . 
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Additional  Armory,  Mr.  Herrick  submitted  a  re- 
solution, instructing  the  Military  Commit- 
tee to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  es- 
tablishing an,  which,  being  amended,  was 
agreed  to  -  -  -  .  -  -  734 
the  committee  reported  inexpediency  -   1640 

Additional  Naval  Force,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act 
authoriiing  the  employment  of  an,  read 
twice,  and  referred          .         -         .         .   1555 
reported  without  amendment,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed 2236 

Adlum,  John,  Mr.  Archer  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred gQo 

Agriculture,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  North 
Carolina,  it  was  resolved  to  appoint  a 
standing  committee  on  -         .         .         -  2178 

Agricultural  Society  of  Fredericksburg,  .Mr.  Bar- 
bour presented  the  remonstrance  of  the, 
against  increasing  the  duties  on  importa- 
tions, referred         .         -         .         .    gig^  2296 

Alabama,  Mr.  Anderson  presented  the  constitu- 
tion formed  by  the  people  of  -         -         -  703 
a  joint  resolution  frem  the  Senate,  declaring 

the  admission  of,  into  the  Union     -         -  705 
read  three  times,  and  passed       -         -         -  710 
on   motion  of  .Mr.  Crowell,  the  Committee 
of  Pubhc  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  addi- 
tional land  offices  in       -         -         -         -  801 
a  bill  from  the  Senate   to  that  effect  twice 

read,  and  referred  -         -         .         .         .  1848 

reported  with  amendments       •-         -         -  1899 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table          ...  1900 

taken  up,  and  recommitted         ...  1948 

reported  with  further  amendments      -         -  1997 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  2053 
the  Senate  concur  in  four,  and  disagree  to 

three  of  the  amendments         ...  2213 

ihe  House  receded     .....  2220 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  a  district 

court  in,  read  twice,  and  referred     -         -  935 

reported  with  amendments          ...  990 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended         -  1837 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  1848 

the  Senate  disagreed  to  the  amendments    -  1863 

the  House  insisted 1865 

.\lexander,  Mark,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat 702 

speech  of,  on  the  revision  of  the  tariff        -  2010 
Alienation  of  Territory,  Mr.  Clay  submitted  reso- 
lutions on  the  subject  of         -         -         -   1691 
speech  of  .Mr.  Clay  on  said  resolutions         -   1719 
speech  of  Mr.  Lowndes      ....   1731 
Allen,  Samuel  C,  of  Vlassachusetts  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    -         •         -         -     701 
Allen,  Nathaniel,  of  New  York  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat    -         -         -         -    .      -     701 
Allen,  Robert,  of  Tennessee  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat 702 

speech  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  for  relief  of  the 
sufferers  in  the  Seminole  war         -         -   1679 
Allen,  Sarah,  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of,  read  twice, 

and  referred 749 

reported   without  amendment,  and   recom- 
mitted   821 

again  reported  without  amendment,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  ...     830 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     845 
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1047 
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Allison,  Rev.  Burgess,  election  of,  as  Chaplain  - 
American    Colonization  Society,   Mr.  Randolph 
presented  the  memorial  of,  read 

report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  consider 
the  memorial  -         .         -         . 

a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read   twice,  and 
committed      ---... 

postponed  to  next  session  of  Congress 
Ancient  titles  to  land  in  .Michigan,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Woodbridge,  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  ad- 
justment of 

that  committee,  by  request,  discharged,  and 
the   same  referred   to   the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims     -         -         .         . 
Anderson,  Richard  C,  of  Kentucky  wa«  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat     .... 

remarks  of,  on  postponing  Mr.  Taylor's  reso- 
lution   - 

on  printing  the  secret  journal  of  the  Old 
Congress        .--... 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill     ... 

remarks  of,  on  the  Revolutionary  Pension 
bill         . 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  to  purchase 
stock  in  the  Kentucky  Canal  Company   1738 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolutions  touch- 
ing the  Spanish  treaty   -         .         - 
Andrews,  Phineas,  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe 

tition  of,  concurred  in     - 
Application  of  .\ppropriations,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Storrs,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the,  made  for  pay,  &c.,  of  the 
Army 

.Appling,  Rebecca  C,  Mr.  Abbot  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .... 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

negatived  on  the  third  reading   -         -         . 

Appointment  of  .Vfembers  of  Congrets  to  office, 

.Mr.  Cobb's  joint  resolution  on  the  subject, 

read  twice,  and  amended         ... 

the  third  reading  negatived         ... 

.\rcher,  Stevenson,  of  .Maryland  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat    •         -         .         -         . 

speech  of,  introducing  certain  resolutions    - 
.Archer,  William  S.,  of  Virginia,  elected  in  place 
of  J.   Pleasants,  resigned,  produced    his 
credentials,  and  was  qualified 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolutions  touch- 
ing the  Spanish  treaty    .         .         .         - 

on  the  revision  of  the  tariff         .         -         . 
Arkansas,  the  Speaker  presented  the  petition  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of     • 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson,  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  in. 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
the  President  to  appoint  a  register  and 
receiver  for  the  county  of  Lawrence,  in 

a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice     ... 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

bill  from  the  Senate  relating  to,  twice  read 

read  the  third  time,  and  pas.sed 
Army,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Quarlcs,  the   Military 
Committee    were    instructed    to    inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  reorganizing  the  •     859 
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Army — continued.  Page. 

a  bill  from  the  Senale  to  provide  tor  clothing 

the,  ill  domestic  manufactures,  twice  read     863 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -     903 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    1912 

the  Senate  disagreed  to  the  first  amend- 
ment     ---..-.  2202 

the  House  of  Representatives  insisted         -  2205 

the  Senate  also  insisted     ...  -   2221 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  Secretary  of 
War  was  directed  to  report,  at  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  a  plan  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the,  to  six  thousand  men      -         -  2233 

Mr.  Floyd  submitted  a  resolution  of  inquiry 
into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the  -  2145 
Arsenals,  &c.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  conrsider  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  sub- 
ject of  -.."-..  .  I860 
Articles  of  Compact  between  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Robertson  submitted  to 
the  House  a  copy  of  the         -         -         -   13,17 

a  jointreeoluion  giving  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress to  the  same,  twice  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading 1848 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  1861 
Attorney  General,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  the 
report  of  moneys  paid  for  extra  ser- 
vices to  the,  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Expenditures  in  the  State  De- 
partment         780 

letters  from  the,  on  the  subject  of  the  duties 

of  his  oflSce 2463 

Auction,  a  bill  laying  duties  on  sales  of  mer- 
chandise  at,  twice  read,  and  referred     -     924 

reported  with  amendmenU,  discussed,  and 
the  third  reading  negatived     -         -         -  2178 

vote  reconsidered,  and  bill  ordered  to  a  third 
•■p'lJing 2183 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -  2184 

B. 

Babbitt,  Jacob,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

o[       , 2235 

read  twice,  and  committed  -         -         .  2236 

Baker,  Caleb,  of  .\ew  York,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat  -         . 

Balances  on  hand,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs,  the 
Secretaries  of  War  and  Navy  were  re- 
spectively directed  to  report  a  statement 
of  all      -         -  .         .         . 

report  from   the  SccreUry  of  the  Navy  in 

obedience       ----.. 

report  from  the  Secretary  of  War 

another  from  the  latter       -         -         .         . 

Baldwin,  Henry,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  bis  seat 

remarks  of.  on  printing  the  secret  Journal  of 

the  Old  Congress 1055 

on  the  mihtary  appropriations    -         -         -   1615 
on  the  same  for  fortifications      ...   1623 
on  the  resolution    fixing  a  day  f»r  adjourn- 
ment     -         -         -         .     '    -         .         .   1672  , 
speech  of.  on  the  revision  of  the  tarifl"        .   1916  i 
on  the   bill  prescribing  cash    payments  for  I 

duties    --...'..   1969 
remarks  of,  on  the  duty  on  sales  at  auction  2174, 

2176.  2194,2199 
on  the  Loan  bill 2193 


781 


792 

849 
859 
929 

701 


Ball.  William   Lee.  of  Virginia,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat    •         .         .         .         . 
Baltimore,  an    adverse  report  on  the  petition  of 
sundry  merchants  praying  compensation 
for  the  vessels  sunk  in  the  harbor  of 
Bank  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  Kent  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  the   President  and  directors  of 
the,  praying  renewal  of  charter,  referred 
(Sec  District  Banks.) 
Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  Mr.  Kent  also  presented 
the  petition  of  the,  referred     - 
(See  as  above.) 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  'iVeasury,  on  the  state  of  the 
another  report  from  the  same,  showing  the 

state  of  the,  at  sundry  times  - 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
the  state  of,  and  its  otfices 

Bankruptcy,  Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  memorial 
of  the  Philadelphia  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, praying  a  uniform  system  of,  re- 
ferred   ---.... 

Mr.  Little  presented  a  similar  petition  from 
Baltimore      ...... 

a  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of,  twice 
read,  and  reterred  .... 

Mr.  Newton  presented  the  petition  of  mer- 
chants of  Norfolk,  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  the  bill         ..... 

Mr.  Whitney,  the  same  from  Maine,  refer- 
red to  the  same      -         -         -         .         . 

Mr.  Pinckne}.  the  same  from  South  Caro- 
lina      ....... 

Mr.  .Meigs,  the  same  from  New  York 

Mr.  Parker,  the  same  from  .MassachuHctts  - 

Barbour.   Philip   P..  of  Virginia,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  -         -         -         .         . 

speech  of,  on  the  proposed  territorial  gov- 
ernment for  the  District  of  Columbia     - 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the 
dear  and  dumb       -         -         -         .         . 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    -         .         . 

on  hiH  amendment  to  the  Revolutionary 
Pension  bill  .---.'. 

on  the  revision  uf  the  taritf        ... 

remarks  of,  on  the  Loan  bill       .         .  219  ', 
Barbour,  Philip,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of,  read  twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  tlie  third  time,  and  passed 
Barrow.    Matthew,   a   bill   from    the  Senate    for 
relief  of,  read  twice,  and  referred     - 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

recommitted,  on  motion     .         .         -         . 

again  reported  without  amendment    . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Bateman.  Ephraim,  of  New  Jersey,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    .... 
Bates,  J.  W.,  a    Delegate  from   Arkansas,   was 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat     .         -         - 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  con- 
firming his  election         .... 
Baxter.  Stephen,  a  bill  for  relief  of.  twice  read, 
and  referred  ---.-. 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third   reading  -  -  -  . 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasted 
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Bayard,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Sergeant  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
adverse  report  thereon       .... 
Bayly,  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  was  qualified,  and 
took  bis  seat  -         -         -         .         . 

Beall,  Samuel  B.,  a  bill  for  reUef  of,  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Beatty,  (;harles   A.,  Thomas  Corcoran,  Elisha 
W.  Williams,  and  John  Hoye,  Mr.  War- 
field  presented  the  petition,  relating  to  a 
btreet  in  Georgetow  n      .... 
Beaulieu,  Lewis  Joseph,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

read       - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Beck  and  Harvey,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Beecher,  Philemon,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified,  and 
took  bis  seat  ...... 

Bellamy,  Aaron,  on    motion   of  Mr.  Rich,  the 
Committee  of  Claims  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
compensation  to,  for  a  vessel  captured  by 
the  enemy  on  Lake  Champlain 
Berzat,  Gabriel,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 
of,  twice  read,  and  referred     - 
committee  discharged,  bill  laid  on  the  table  2234 
Bickley,  Daniel,  and  Catharine  Clark,  a  bill  for 
relief  of,  twice  read         -         .         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
returned   from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment     ....... 

amendment  read  and  concurred  in 
Biddle,  Captain,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the    Navy    concerning   the  cruise  of  the 
Ontario,  in  the  Pacific  ocean 
Bigger's    Rangers,    report   of  the    Secretary  of 
War  on  the  petition  of  the  Legislature  of 
Indiana,  on  behalf  of      ... 
Blukeley,  .Mr.  Crowell  presented  the  petition  of 
the  inhabitanu  of,  praying  that  said  town 
may  be  made  a  jjort  of  entry,  referred     • 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  the  dis- 
trict of,  read  twice,  und  referred 
Bloomfield,  Joseph,  of  New  Jersey,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    -         -         .         . 
remarks  of.  on  Revolutionary  Pension  bill 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Fuller,  the  Naval  Committee  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  modifying  the  act  establishing  the 
report  of  said  committee  that  it  is  inexpe- 
dient    ....--. 

Boden,  .\ndrew,  of  Pennsylvania,  «^  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat   -         .         .^       .         . 
Bond  Creek  Saline,  .Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky, 
presented  the  memorial  of  the  Legiiilature 
of  Illinois,  praying  a  grant  of  certain  wood- 
land for  the  use  of  the,  referred 
Booge,  Atron,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of, 
(for  army  chaplains)       .... 

Boundaries,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize 
the  President  to  ascertain  and  designate 
certain  ......  1833 

twice  read 1837 

laid  on  the  table         .        •        -  -  1899 
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Boundaries  of  Districts,  a  bill  to  designate  the, 

Ac,  twice  read 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         . 

recommitted  , 

Boundary  Line,  between  Ohio  and  Michigan,  a 

joint  resolution  relative  to  the,  twice  read, 

reported  without  amendment,  and  laid  on 

the  table 

between    Kentucky    and  Tennessee,  paper 
from    the    commissioners    appointed    by 
those  States  for  the  adjustment  of  the     . 
Bounty  Land,   .Mr.  Walker  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion on  the  subject  of,  referred 
a  bill  authorizing  grants  of,  in  certain  caaes, 
twice  read,  &c.       .         .         .         .         . 

the  committee  to  whom  the  above  resolution 
was  referred  reported  the  inexpediency  of 
granting,  to  substitutes  .... 

Bowie  &  Kurtz,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the  Sen. 
ate  for  relief  of,  read  twice  and  referred  - 
•  report,  recommending  indefinite  postpone- 
ment    ----... 

Boyd,   Brigadier   General,  on   motion  of   Mr. 
Bloomfield,    was    admitted    within    the 

House 

Braden,  Elizabeth,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         . 
Brevard,  Joseph,  of  South  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied and  took  his  seat     -         .         .         . 
British  SubjecU,  the  applications  of  the  British 
.Minister  in  relation  to  the  claims  of,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions    ---..-. 
Brooks.  .Major  John,  report  of  the   Secretary  of 
War  on  the  petition  of  -         -         -    '     . 
Brown,  William,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified  and 
took  his  seat          -         -         .         .         . 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 
the  Maine  bill         -         .         .         .         . 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 
the  military  appropriations      -         -         - 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  Dis- 
trict Banks 

Brownstown,  on  motion  of  Mr.    Woodbridge,  a 
committee  wss  appointed  to  inquire  con- 
cerning the  treaty  made  at     - 
report   of  said   committee   laid  on   the  ta- 
t>le         -         .         -         .         .  2235. 

Bruce.  Joseph,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Brush,  Henry,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified  and  took 
his  seat  --.... 

speech  of,  on  the  navy  appropriations 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Storrs 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson      -         -         .         -         . 
Bryan,  Henry  K.,  of  Tennessee,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat 

Buck,  C.  N..   Mr.  Lowndes  presented  a  letter 
from,  in  relation  to  the  Danish  brig  Hen- 
rick,  read  and  referred   -         .         . 
(See  Henrick,  Brig.) 
Buckminster,  I'homas.     {See  Shipley.  Ether.) 
Buckner,  Richard.     (See  Jones,  Charles  S.) 
Buffum,  Joseph,  Jr.,  of  New  Hampshire,  was 

qualified,  &.c 

Burcb,  Benjamin,  appointed  Assistant  Door- 
keeper   -    . 


Page. 

991 
1899 
1912 

1952 

2010 

2467 

991 

1542 

1810 
1540 
1594 


1635 
1675 
1677 

702 


934 

948 

702 

1409 

1789 
1823 

940 

2469 
1593 
1821 
1822 

702 
822 

828 

1834 
702 


-  1861 

701 
703 


K 


I 


li 


lix 


INDEX. 


\x 


^  ^^ 


Hotise  Procf^edings  and  Dehatts. 


Burden,  Henry,  a  bill  to  authorire  the  Secretary 

of  State  to  issue  letters  patent  to,   read 

i        twice     --..... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         •         . 

Burk,  Anthony,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of,  read  twice  .         .         .         .         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .         . 

Burton,   Hutchins  G.,  of  North  Carolina,  was 

quahfied,   &c.         .         .  .         .  . 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  collec- 
tion of  duties  .         .         .         .         . 

Burwell,  William  A.,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified, 

&c. 

Business  of  the  Session,  Mr.  Nelson  moved  the 

appointment  of  a  committee  to    inquire 

into  the.  which  was  laid  on  the  table 

Butler,  Josiah,  of  New  Hampshire,  was  qualified, 

&c.        ....... 

speech  of,  on  the  appropriation  for  fortifica- 
tions     -.---.. 

Butler,   Thomas,   of   Louisiana,   was    qualified, 

&c. 

remarks  of,  on  the  military  appropriations  • 

on  the  resolution  concerning  Revolutionary 

pensions         ..... 
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Cadets,  the  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  a 
committee  of  the,  complaining  of  tyran- 
nical treatment,  &c.,  referred  -         -         . 
a  report  thereon         -         .         .         -         . 
the  report  recommitted       .... 
again  reported  without  alteration,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  W  hole   - 
Cahokia,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  confirming  the 
proceedings  of  the  inhabitants  of     - 
read  twice,  and  referred      -         .         .         . 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -         -  .         .  . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Cain,  Henry,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  of  Ken- 
tucky,  the    Committee   of  Claims   were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  paying  to,  the  value  of  a  horse    killed 
or  lost  during  the  late  war,  referred         - 
an  adverse  report  thereon  .... 
Callender,  William,  the  Speaker  presented  the 

petition  of      -         -         .         .         . 
Camp,  Thomas,  the  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole     --.... 
Campbell,  John  W.,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat 

remark?  of,  on  the  Census  bill    ... 

on  the  bill  laying  duties  on  auction  sales     - 

Cannon,  Newton,  of  Tennessee,  was  qualified, 

dec. 

remarks  of,  on  the  Property  bill  • 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  .Messrs.  Johnson,  of 
Virginia,  and  Storra        .... 
on  the  motion  for  indefinite  postponement 

of  the  bill  mentioned       ...      750,  774 
remarks  of,  in  explanation  of  an  allusion  by 

Mr.  Clay 822 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning   the  Mili- 
tary Establishment         ....   1599 
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Cannon.  Newton,  remarks  of— continued.  Page. 
on  the  appropriation  for  the  Military  Acad- 
emy      - 1603 

on  the  military  appropriations    -         .         .   icil 
on   his  resolution   to   abolish  the    Militarv 

Academy  ----.".  1629 
on  the  RevolutioRiry  Pension  bill  -  -  1651 
on  the  Senate  bill  respecting  the  Seminole 

war 1680 

Canton,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sloan,  the  Committee 
on   Public  Lands  wore  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  for 
the  sale  of  certain  sections  of  land  in  the 
district  of       -         -         ...         .     859 
a  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  thirteen  sec- 
tions in  said  district,  read  twice      -  -   1912 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -    1948 
Capitol,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  complet- 
ing repairs  on  the,  finishing  the  President's 
House,  (Sec,  read  twice  -         .         -         -     876 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     934 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         .     937 
a    bill   making    further    appropriations    for 
continuing  the  work  upon  the,  and  other 
public  buildings,  read  twice    ...   1356 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -          ...    1650 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...   1655 
returned  Uom  the  Senate  with  amendments   1782 
Cardelli,  Peter,  a  bill  to  encourage  certain  inven- 
tions of,  read  twice         ....   ig08 
C«rr,  Thomas,  and  others,  a  bill  for  the  benefit 

of,  read  twice  -  .         -  .  .     726 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 

Claims 779 

the  committee  recommend  rejection    -         •   1136 

Carter,  John    D.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice 934 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -  .  .    1807 

read  the  third  time, and  passed  ...    1809 
Case.  Walter,  of  New  Vork,  was  qualified,  and 

took  bis  seat  -         -         -         .         .         .     701 
Cash  PaymcnU,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  merchants  of  Balti- 
more praying  that,  may  be  required  on 
duties,  &c.,  referred        -         -         .         -     848 
Mr.  Wendover  presented  a  counter  petition 

from  .New  York,  referred         ...     876 
.Mr.  Meigs  presented  a  petition  from  the  same 
place  in  favor  of,  referred         ...     881 
Caesin,  Mary,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  re- 
lief of    1635 

read  twice,  and  referred  ....  1640 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  1641 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  .  .  1698 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -    1701 

Castine.  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  cer- 
tain persons  who  have  imported  goods 
into,  twice  read,  and  referred  -         -     859 

reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  905 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

.Means -   1718 

rejwrted  with  amendmenU  -  -  -  1738 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -   1783 

Cathcart,  James  Leander,  report  of  the  Secretary 

of  State  on  the  petition  of  -  -  -  733 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  -  2202 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  .  .  .  2205 
reported  without  amendment  ...  2220 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -  2243 
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Ctvtiier,  Anthony,  and  Peter  Pettit,  a  bill  from 
the  Senate  confirming  the  claim  of,  to  a 
tract  of  land  -         -         .         .         . 

twice  read,  and  referred     -         -         .         . 
a  detailed  report,  and  bill  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ---... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  . 

Census,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  report  a  bill  for  tak- 
ing the  fourth         -         .         .         .         . 
a  bill  accordingly  twice  read       -         .         . 
ordered  to  be  printed  -  -  .  . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendmenU  1596 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -         -         .   1597 
Central  Bank  of  Georgetown  and  Washington, 
Mr.  Swearingen  presented  the  petition  of 
the  President  and  Directors  of  the,  referred 
(See  District  Banks.) 
Chalmers,  John,  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of- 
Champe,  Nathaniel,  and  others,  Mr.  Woodbridge 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred    - 
Cbanning,  Walter,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of,  twice  read 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         - 
Chaplains,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for 
the  appointment  of,  agreed  to  -         - 

Chaplains  in  the  Army,  adverse  report  on  a  p« 

tition  to  ap|>oint     -         -         -         . 
Charlton,  James,  jr.,  on  motion  ot  .Mr.  F'loyd,  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  .Means  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  further  time  to,  to  discharge  a 
judgment  against  him     - 
Cheney,  Beley.     (See  McGretc,  John.) 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  Mr. 
.McLane  submitted  a  resolution  authoriz- 
ing subscription  to  the  stock  of  the,  nega- 
tived     ---..-. 
on  motion  of  Mr.  .Archer,  the  President's 
.Message  of   13th  January.  1813,  in  rela- 
tion to  the,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Roads  and  Canals      -         -         .         . 
-Mr.  McLane  presented  the  petition  of  the, 
referred  -.-... 

Chippewa  Indians,  a  bill  making  appropriations 
to  carry  into  effect  a  treaty  with  the,  read 

twice 

'        ordered  to  a  third  reading 
f         read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Christmas,  .Mr.  Bloomfield  offered  a  joint  reso- 
^            lution,  that  the  two  Houses  adjourn  from 
the  21th  instant  to  the  3d  of  January  next 
the  resolution  considered,  and  negatived     - 
Circuit  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  a  bill 
from  the  Senate  providing  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the,  twice  read     -         .         - 
the  third  reading  negatived         -         -         - 
.Mr.  Warfield  made  an  unsuccessful  motion 
to  the  same  effect  -         -         -         -         . 
Civilization  of  the  Indians,  a  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  of  the  progress  inaJe  under 
the  act  for  the,  read         .         -         -         - 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  .Af- 
fairs in  relation  to  the  act  for 
Clagett,  Clifton,  of  New  Hampshire  was  quali 
fied,  &c.         -         .         -         .         . 
16th  Con.  Isi  Sess C 
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Clagett,  Clifton — continued.  p^-^ 

speech  of,   on   Mr.  Taylor's  amendment  to 
the  Missouri  bill     -         .         .         . 


on  the  bill  to  amend  the  Revolutionary  Pen- 
sion law         -         -         .         . 
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Claims,  appointment  of  the  standing  committee 
of 

discharge  of  said  committee  from  all  business 
not  acted  on  -         -         -         .         . 

Clark,  Robert,  of  New  York  was  qualified,  &c.  - 
Clark.  Catharine.     (Sec  Bicklty,  Daniel.) 
Claxton,  Thomas,  appointment  of,  as  Doorkeeper     703 
Clay,  Henry,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified,  <Scc.    -     70S 
election  of,  as  Speaker       .         -         .         . 
addreiis  of,  to  the  House  on  his  election 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  to  provide  ac- 
commodations for  the  cirruit  court  of  the 
District  of  Columbia       -         -         .         . 
speeih  of,  on  the  -Navy  appropriations 
on  the  .Maine  bill        ..... 
in  reply  to  Messrs.  Holmes  and  Livermore 
repudiating  any   intention   to  connect  the 
cases  of  .Maine  and  Missouri  -         -         . 
remarks  of,  on  the  Census  bill    - 
on  the  bill   for  the  benefit  of  the  deaf  and 

Jumb 883,  889 

on  taking  up  the  appropriation  bills    -         -   1576 
on  the  bill  concerning  the  Military  Estab- 
lishment        --...-   1602 
on  the  Military  appropriations     -         -  1611,  1616 
speech  of,  on  the  practice  of  exceeding  ap- 
pro[)ri:itiono.  &c.    -  -         -         .         . 

introiiuctory,  of  resolutions  respecting  alien- 
ation of  territory     -         -         .         .         . 
remarks  of,  on  the  District  banks 
on  the  revision  of  the  tariff 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  collec- 
tion of  duties  ..... 
on  the  Loan  bill         ..... 
on  his  South  American  resolutions     - 
address  of,  at  the  close  of  the  session  - 
Clerks,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  regu- 
late and  fix  the  i)ay  of,  twice  read  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
returned  from  the  Senate  with   an   amend, 
ment,  and  agreed  to        -         -         -         . 
a  bill  to  increase  the  number  of,  in  the  War 

Department,  read  twice            -      _- 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         .         . 
Cobli,  'J'homas  W.,  of  Georgia,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat    -         -         -         .         . 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning  ex- 
ecutions in  the  .\rmy      .... 
on  postponement  of  the  Property  bill  - 
on  the  bill  to  provide  accommodations  for 
the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia          781,  783 

on  the  resolution  to  form  a  territorial  gov- 
ernment in  the  District  of  Columbia 
on    Mr.    Strother's    resolution    concerning 
finances  ...... 

speech  of,  on  the  aj'propriation  fjr  holding 

a  treaty  with  the  Indians         ...   1642 

remarks  of,  on   the  relief  bill  for  Savannah  1804 

on  the  Di!.tricl  Bank  bill    -        .         -         .  i823 

speech  of,  on  his  resolution  to   amend   the 

Constitution 1849 
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Cocke,  John,  of  Tennessee,  was  qualified,  &c.  - 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 
the  military  appropriations      .         .         . 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General  Wilkinson  • 
on  the  bill  respecting  auction  sales     • 
Codfishery,  Mr.  Silsbee  presented  the  petition  of 
sundry  persons  engaged  in   the,  praying 
exemption  from  militia  duty,  referred 
Coffin,  William,  and  others,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Folger,    the    Committee    of   Ways    and 
Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  uf  granting  drawback  to 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third   reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  • 
Colambian  Institute,  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the 
read  twice      -         -         -         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  • 
Columbus,  Ohio,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ross,  the  Ju 
diciary  Committee  were  instructed  to  in 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
the   Federal   court?  of  the   State    to    be 
held  at           --.... 
a  bill  to  that  effect  read   three   times,  and 
passed   ----... 
Commerce,  appointment   of  the   standing  com- 
mittee of 

discharge  of  said  committee  from  all  subject* 
before  them   ---... 
Commissary  General  of  Purchases,  copies  of  con- 
tracts made  by,  reported  ... 
Compact  between  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  Mr. 
Robertson   submitted    a  joint    resolution 
giving  the  consent  of  Congress  to   the, 
read  twice      ----.. 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  . 
Compensation  of  Marshals,  Clerks,  &c.,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Edwards,  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  or  repealing  the 
act  to  lessen  the     -         -         .         .         . 
Congress,  a  joint   resolution   from    the  Senate 
fixing  a  day  for  adjournment  of      - 
read  twice          ---... 
referred  to  a  committee      .... 
reported   with   an    amendment,  fixing    the 
15th  May       --.... 
read  the   third   time,  and   passed  with   the 

amendment 

a  bill  to  fix  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of, 
twice  read      ...... 

read  the  third  time,  and  pis.oed  . 
Conatitution.  Mr.  Baldwin   submitted   a  resolu- 
tion to  amend  the,  twice  read 
Contingent  expenses  of  the  House,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Randolph,  the  Clerk  was  directed    to 
prepare  a  statement  of  the  annual  amount 

of,  &c. 

report  of  the  Committee  of  Expenditures  of 
the  items  charged  to       -  -  -         . 

(See  Expenditures  for  the  House  of  Rep- 
reientatites.) 
Contingent  Fund,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  the 
Committee  on  Public  Expenditures  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  and  report  the 
amount  charged  to  the  - 
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Contracts,  Mr.  Phelps  submitted  a  resolution  re 
quiring  the  Postmaster  General  to  report 
annually  all,  made   for  transportation   of 

the  mail 

on    motion   of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  Secretary  of 

War  was  directed  to  report  copies  of  all, 

made  for  provisions  .... 

Converse,  Daniel,  a  bill  for   the  relief  of,  twice 

read       ----... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Cook.  Daniel  P.,  of  Illinois,  was  qualified,  &c.  . 

speech  of,  on    the   resolution    for   territorial 

government  in  the  District  of  Columbia  . 

on  his  resolution  relating  to  a  western  depot 

on  the  resolution  to  print  the  Journals  of 

the  old  Congress    -         .         .         .         . 

on  the  Missouri  bill 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  the 
Western  road  -  -  .  .  . 

speech  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  land 
bounty  certificates  .  -  .  . 

remark*  of,  on  the  District  Bank  bill  . 
Cooper,  Ephraim,  the  Speaker  presented  a  peti 
tion  of,  relating  to  the  silkworm,  referred 
Corcoran,  Thomas.     (See  Beatty,  Charles  A.) 
Cotton,  Woollen,  and   Iron,  on    motion   of  Mr. 
Overstreet.  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
was  directed   to  inform   the  House  what 
deduction  it  would  make,  in  his   opinion, 
in  the  revenue,  to   prohibit   the    importa- 
tion of. 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  in  reply     . 
Cowen,  John,  adverse  rejwrt  on  the  petition  of  . 
Craft*,  Samuel  C.  of  Vermont,   was  qualified. 

and  look  his  scat 

Cravat,  Richard.    (See  McGrew,  John.) 
('rawford,  Joel,  of  Georgia,  was  qualified,  «Scc.   - 
Credit  on  Duties,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Trimble,  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
repealing  all  laws  allowing  a  -         - 

(See  Imports,  Jjre.) 
Creek  and  Cherokee   Indians,    a  Message    from 
the  President  recommending  an  appropri- 
ation adequate  to  the  expenses  of  a  treaty 
with  the         -----. 
the  Speaker  presented  the  remonstrance  and 
protest  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  in 
relation  to  treaties  with  the    - 
Crook,  Peter.     (See  Newsom,  Joshua.) 
Crowell,  John,  of  Alabama,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, and  took  his  seat  -         ■         -         . 
Cue,  Robert.     (See  Jackson,  George.) 
Culbreth,  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat  -         -         .         .         . 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General 

Wilkinson 

Culpeper,  John,  of>orth  CaroHna,   was  quali- 
fied, Ac.        - 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

the  .Maine  bill        -         -         .         -  140(!,  1453 
on  the  Revolutionary  Pension  biil 
on  the  District  Banks  bill 
Cumberland  Road,  a  statement  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  of  the  annual  expen- 
ditures on  the         -         -         -         .         - 
a  bill  concerning   the.  read         ... 
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Cumberland  Road — continued.  Page 
n  second  reading  being  postponed,  Mr.  Bar- 
bour moved  its  rejection 
read  a  second  time    -         -         -         .         . 
Currency,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  showing  the  state  of  the 
Cushman,  Joshua,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    -          -          -          . 
•peech  of,  on  the  Mi.<80uri  bill   - 
on  the  Revolutionary  Pension  bill 
on   Mr.  Cobb's  amendment   to  the  Consti- 
tution -         - 

Custody  of  persons  imprisoned,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  'i'ucker,  of  Virginia,  the  Judiciary 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  making  further 
provision  for  the,  at  suit  of  the  United 
States  ....... 

Customs,  Mr.  Sawyer  submitted  a  resolution  for 
a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  abolishing  certain  offices  of  the  - 

modified,  and  agreed  to     - 
Cuthbert,   John  A.,  of  Georgia,    was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat  -         -         -         .         . 

remarks  of,  introducing  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  slave  trade  .... 

speech  of.  on  the  bill  lor  relief  of  the  Savan- 
nah sufferers  ..... 
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Darlington,  William,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qual- 
ified, and  took  his  seat  .         -         .         . 
remarks  of,   on   his  resolution  to  retrocede 
the  District  of  Columbia         -         -         - 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    -          -  . 
Davidson,  William,  of  North  Carolina,  was  qual- 
ified, and  to«>k  his  seat  -          -          -  . 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  Mr.  Mtigs  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  New  Yi>rk  institution  for  the, 
praying  a  donation  of  land,  refern-d 
a  bill  granting  a  township  fn  benefit  of  the, 
read  twice      .-.-.. 
the  first  section  struck  out,  and  bill  rejected 
Decatur,   Commodore    Stephen,    Mr.   Randolph 
moved  certain   resolutions   of   respect    to 
the  memory  of,  which,  being  objected  to, 
were  withdrawn     -          .          -          .         . 
Mr.  Randolph  substituted  a  motion  that  the 
House  do  attend  the  funeral  of  the  late, 
whereupon   Mr.   Holmes    moved   an   ad- 
journment, which  was  carried 
Deficiency,  the  Speaker  presented  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  stating  that  a 
considerable,  exists  in  the  appropriations 
o(  the    present  year,  for  support   of  the 
Naval  Establishment,  referred 
Delisle,  Anthony,  E.  B.  Dudley,  and   John   M. 
Van  Cleef,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of 

twice  read,  and  referred     .... 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  a  third   reading           ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted     • 
reported  with  amendments,  and   ordered   to 
a  third  reading       ..... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .         - 
Dennison,  George,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  quali- 
fied, dec 

Denton,  Little,  6c.  Co.,  and  Harman  Hendricks, 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read   - 
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Denton,  Little,  dc  Co.— continued, 
bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading      - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Department  of  Indian  Affairs,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Cocke,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
directed  to  report  the  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures of  tlie  .         .         .         .         . 

report  of  that  officer  in  reply 
Deputy  Sur\eyors,  a  bill  regulating  the  manner 
of  stating  the  accounts  of,  twice  read 
ordered  to  a  third   reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .         - 
Deslonde,  Rosalie  P.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 
relief  of  ...... 

twice  read,  and  referred     .... 

the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement       ---... 

Detroit,  Mr.  W  oodbridge  presented  the  petition 
of  sundry  inhabiUnU  of  .Michigan,  com- 
plaining of  British  violations  of  the  terma 
of  surrender  of,  referred 

a  bill  to  revive  the  powers  of  the  commis- 
sioners for  the  district  of,  twice  read,  and 
referred  ---... 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor, 
twice  read      ...... 

ordered  to  a  third   reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

a  bill  to  annex  certain  lands  to  the  district 
of,  twice  read  ..... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Dewitt,  Jacob  H..  of  New   York,  was  qualified 

I  and  took  bis  seat   ..... 

Dickinson,  John  D.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat  ..... 

Discriminating   Duties,  .Mr.  Meigs  presented   a 

memorial  from  merchants  of  -\ew  York. 

on  the  subject  of,  referred         ... 

copy  of  the  said  memorial  -  2531,2536 

District  Banks,  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 

District    of  Columbia  on   the  respective 

memorials  of  the  several  ...   1043 

a  bill  respecting   the,   read  twice         .         .   1819 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -         .  1833 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  2093 

considered  and  agreed  to    -         -         -         -  2140 

District  of  Columbia,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing  committee  on  the     .... 

Mr.  Kent  submitted  a  resolution  authorizing 
a  Delegate  in  Congress  from  the,  which 
was  negatived         ..... 

Mr.  Archer  submitted  sundry  resolutions 
relating  to  the         ..... 

laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed 

considered  and  respectively  agreed  to 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Jersey,  also  submitted 
resolutions   respecting  the,  referred 

a  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  holding  the  cir- 
cuit court  in,  twice  read 

another  bill  to  enable  the  inhabitants  of,  to 
form  a  frame  of  government,  read  twice 

District  Tonnage,  annual  statement  of  the 
Division  and  reduction  in  price  of  land«,  on  mo- 
tion of  .Mr.  Ross,  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  a         -         .         .         . 

Dix,  John  A.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief 
of,  read  twice  and  referred      ... 
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Diz,  John  A. — continued.  Page* 

bill  reported  without  amendment         •         •  1047 

ordered  to   a  third  reading  ...   1697 

read  the  third   time,  and  passed         •         -   1701 

Dobson,  Thomas  &,  Son,  Mr.  Sergeant  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  .         -         .         -     903 
(See  Printers  of  books.) 
Documents,  Mr.    Shaw  submitted   a  resolution 
authorizing  the  transmission  of  certain, 
free  of  postage,  mad  twice,  and  referred  -     704 
reported  without  amendment,  read  the  third 

time,  and  passed 704 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  the  same  eflect, 
read  three  time».  and  passed  •  -  711 
Domestic  Manufactures,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Streng 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  furnishing  the  Army, 
Navy,  and  Indian  Department  with  cloth- 
ing of    850 

(See  Armi/ — bill  from  ike  Senate.) 
the  memorial   of  the   Convention  at  -New 

York  praying  protection  of    -         -         -  2286 
the  memorial  of  the  American  Society  for 

the  encouragement  of    -         -         -         -  2293  ; 
the  memorial  of  citizens  of  Middletown,Con»  I 

necticut,  praying  protection  of         -         -  2307 
the  memorial  of  the  Society  of  Papermakers  j 

of  Pennsylvania  and   Delaware,  making 

the  same  prayer 2327 

Dougherty,  Thomas,  appointment  of,  as  Clerk  of 

the  House  of  Re[irrsentatives  -  -  -     703  i 

Dowse,  Edward,  of   Massachusetts,  was  quali-  i 

fied,  &c. 701 

Drawback,  Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  resolution 

instructing  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 

repealing  thrlaws  allowing  a  •         -     744 

Dudley.  E.  B.     (See  Deiisle,  Anthony.) 

Duelling,  Mr.  Foot  submitted  resolutions  on  the 

subject  of,  referred  ....     830 

report  of  the  committee  that  legislation  on 
the  subject  was  inexpedient    -         -         .   1820 
Dunn,  Thomas,  appointment  of,  as  Sergeant-at- 

Arms 703  , 

Duties  and  Drawbacks,  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  with  statements  of,  for 
the  years   1816  and  1817,  read,  and  laid 

on  the  table 845 

Duties  on  Merchandise  imported,  a  bill  regulat- 
ing the  payment  of,  read  twice        -         -     924 
copy  of  the  remonstrance  of  the  Virginia 

Agricultural  Society  against  increase  of  -  2296 
a  petition  of  the  merchants  of  Baltimore, 
praying  that  cash  payments  of,  may  be  re- 
•juired    -         -  ....  2300 

remonstrance   of  merchants  of  New  York 
against  ca^h  payments  of        -         -         .  2303 
(See  Imports.) 
Duverge,  Bartholomew,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 

for  the  relief  of,  read  twice       ...   1574 

E. 
Earle,  Ellas,  of  South  Carolina,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 717 

Barle,  Elia.-=.     (See  Johnson,  James,  and  others.) 
Eddy,  Nathaniel,  of  Rhode  Idand,  was  quali- 
fied, &.C 701 

Edwards,  Henry  W.,  of  Connecticut,  was  quali- 
fied, &c 701 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    -         -         .  1440 


Edwards,  Samuel,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  quali- 
fied, &.C. 

Edwards,  VVeldon  N.,  of  North  Carolina,  was 
qualified         -         -^       - 

Elections,  ap[>ointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee of    ------         . 

Elections  and  Returns  of  Representatives,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  regulating  by  law  the 

Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President,  a  joint 
resolution  from  the  Senate  to  amend  the 
Constitution  as  it  respects  the  choice  of, 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  -----.. 
the  said  committee  reported  agreement 

Elliott,  Jonathan.      See  Law,  Juhn.\ 

Engineer  and  Ordnance  Department,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Tracy,  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  was  requested  to  cause  to  be 
laid  before  the  House  a  statement  show- 
ing the  contract  made  by  the,  6lc.  - 

Enrolling  and  LiemKing  Ships,  dec,  a  bill  for,  to 
be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  and 
fisheries,  read  twice         .... 

Entry  of  .Merchandise,  a  bill  further  to  regulate 
the.  read  twite 

Erie,  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
]ietition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough 
of,  aiul  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  ill  relation  to  the  improvi  ment  of 
the  harbor  of  Kaid  place,  were  di>eh3rged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject        ....... 

Ervin,  Jnmeii,  of  South  Carohna,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  scat   ..... 

speech  of,  on  his  Mausoleum  resolutions     - 

Esenbeck,  William,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  on  the  petition  of  - 

Estimates,  of  public  revenue  and  expenses 

of  public  expenses      -         -         .         .         . 

Executions  in  the  Army,  .Mr.  Williams,  of  North 
Carolina,  submitted  a  resolution  of  inquiry 
into  the,  dtc,  in  the  year  1815,  contrary 

to  law 

agreed    to,  and  a  committee  appointed    to 

present  the  same  to  the  President  • 
a  .Message  Irom  the  President,  with  docu- 
ment.-', in  reply        ..... 
(Sec  Kini^,  Colonel  William.) 

Expenditures  in   the  several    Departments,  ap- 
pointment of  the  standing  committee  on 
on  motion  of  .Mr.  Foot,  the  said  committee 
were  in»tructed  to  inquire  whether  the, 
may  not  be  diminished  .... 
certain  documents  in  relation  to,  in  the  Navy 


Page. 

701 
710 
705 

928 


992 
1691 


899 

1782 
1675 


1660 

733 
1793 

1655 
722 
793 


727 
732 

893 

706 
750 


Department 


-  1540,2268 


in  the  House  of  Representatives  the  Speak 

er's  accounts  of,  approved        -         .         -  2241 

discbarge  of  the  committee  on,  in  the  War 

Department 2248 

Extra  Services,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  the 
Committee  of  Accounts  were  instructed 
to  make  the  same  allowance  fur,  as  at  last 
session 2221 


Fairfax,  Wilson  .M.  C. 


F. 

(See  V adits.) 
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Fay,  John,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  Ac 
Feea,  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia  of  attorneys',  clerks,'  and  mar- 
shals'   -         -         -         -         - 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  regulate  the,  of  the 
clerk  and  marshal  of  Louisiana  read  twice, 

and  referred 

reported  without  amendment      - 
Fees  of  Office,  the  Speaker  presented  a  schedule 
of  the,  prepared  and  transmitted  by  the 
judges  of  several  districU 
the  Speaker  presented  similar  schedules  718,  749, 

780,  830,  877,  921 
Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  similar  schedule 
for  Pennsylvania  - 
Field  Service,  Police,  Ac,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Smyth,  the  Secretary  of  War  was  direct- 
ed to  prepare  and  report,  at  next  session 
of  Congress,  a  system  of        -         -         - 

Finances,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury on  the 

Mr.  Strother  submitted  sundry  resolutions 
of  inquiry  respecting  the         -         -         - 
the  three  first  agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury       ... 
the  fourth  resolution  negatived  ... 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  such  information  as  he  is  able  to  fur- 
nish in  reply 

Fines,  Penalties,  dec.  on   motion  of  .Mr.  Kent, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  directed 
to  report  the  amount  of,  levied  and  col- 
lected by  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  dec.  ..... 

a  letter  containing  the  information  desired   1596 
Finney,  Elkanah,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read   1774 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -         .   1807 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         •         .  1809 
Fire  at  Savannah,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of  certain  sufferers  by  the  recent 
twice  read  and  referred       .... 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       ..... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended   1807 
Fisher,   Charles,  of  North   Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, dec.         ...... 

speech  of,  on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the 
military  appropriations  .... 

Flood,  Martha,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read     - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Florida,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Reid,   the   President 

was  requested  to  impart  such  information 

as  he  may  deem  proper,  on  the  subject  of 

the  treaty   for         -  -         -         -  - 

a  Message  from  the  President,  with  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  reply 

a  bill  to  authorize  and  request  the  President 
^        to  take  possession  oi,  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted   

Floyd,  John,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  dec. 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolutions  concerning 
executions  in  the  Army         ... 

on  the  deficiency  in  Navy  appropriations  - 

on  hia  resolution  of  inquiry  concerning  the 
Spanish  'i'reaty      .         .         .         - 

speech  of,  on  his  resolution  to  reduce  the 
Army -        .  2143 


-   1674 


2172 
2230 


712 


-  1541 


750 

719 

912 

918 
920 

1046 


933 


1697 
1701 

1806 


702 

1784 

921 
1807 
1809 


1451 


1617 


1618 
702 

750 

788 


-     948 


Folger,   Walter,  junior,  of  MasaachuaetU  was 
qualified,  dec 

Foot,  Samuel  A.,  of  Connecticut,  was  qualified 
remarks  of,  on  the  Navy  appropriations,  - 
on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  deaf  and 

dumb . 

on  his  resolution  respecting  slavery  in  the 

Territories     ---... 

on  the  military  appropriations    -        .         - 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Deiisle 

and  others 

on    the  bill  concerning  the  sufferers  at  Sa- 
vannah   

on  the  District  Banks  bill  .         .         .         . 

on  the  revision  of  the  tariff        -         -         . 

remarks  of,  on   the  bill  respecting  sales  at 

auction  - 

Ford,  William  D.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified  - 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  impose  a  duty  on 
auction  sales  .... 

Foreign  Affairs,  appointment  of  a  select  commit 
mittee  on       -----         . 
the  committee  diiicharged  -         -         . 

Foreign   Armed  Vessels,  a  bill  designating  the 
ports  within  which,  may  be  permitted  to  en- 
ter read  twice         -         -         .         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         - 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenU, 
and  concurred  in   - 

Foreign  Coins,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  consider  the 
subject  of  the  currency  of      -         -         - 

Foreign  Commerce,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  pro- 
vide for  obtaining  accurate  statemenu  of 
the,  of  the  United  Slates,  read  twice  and 
referred  -----. 

reported   without   amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Foreign  cotton  and  woollen  fabrics  and  iron,  a 
letter  and  statement  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  showing  the  effect  of  a  pro- 
hibition of 

Forfeiture,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks  the  Com 
mittee  on  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amend- 
ing the  law  of,  in  favor  of  the  actual  set- 
tler and  cultivator  -         -         -         - 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  further  to  extend  the 
time  for  sale   or,   on  failure  of  payment, 
read  twice,  and  referred  -         .         . 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading           ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         . 
Forman,  Wm.  Gordon.     (Hee  Hunt,  Jeremiah.) 
Forrest,  Thomas,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    - 

Fortifications,  appointment  of  a  standing  com- 
mittee on       -         -         -         -         -         - 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  request  of  the  President  an 
account  of  the  expenditure  of  the  several 
appropriations  for,  from  1816  to  1819,  in- 
clusive, dec.  ------ 

a  message,  with  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  War  in  reply 
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Fortifications — continued.  Page, 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  Secretary  of 
War  was  directed  to  report  copies  of  all 
contracts  raade  for  building.  &c.     -         -   1594 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  reply  -  1791 
report  of  the  committee  on  -         -         .   1951 

Forts  and  Arsenals,  on  motion  of  Mr,  Pinckney, 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  restoring  to  all  the 
States  the  jurisdiction  of  the  territory 
ceded  to  them  for  ....   1042 

a  bill  to  restore  jurisdiction,  &c.,  read  twice   1373 
Francis,  Tench,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of         -   1807 
read  twice,  and  referred    -         -         -         -   I8O8 
reported  without  amendment     -         -         -   1809 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         -         .  2242 
Franking  Privilege,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Livermore, 
the  Committee  on  the   Post  Office,  ic, 
were  instructed   to  inquire  whether  anv 
alterations  were  necessary  in  the  law  giv- 
ing   the,    to    members   and    delegates   of 

Congress 935 

Fraser,  Angus  O..  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice   1218 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...   jgjl 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -         -   1822 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in  -         -         -         -         -  2213 

French  Ships  and   Vessels,  a  bill  to  impose  a 

new  tonnage  duty  on,  read  twice  -         -   1330 
read  the  tLird  time,  and  passed           -         •  2246 
French  Spoliations  prior  to  1800,  Mr.  Pinckney 
j)resented  a  memorial  praying  indemniti- 
cation  for,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table       -    1821 
Frew,  .\rchibald,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Davidson,  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
allowing  a  commission  to,  for  certain  col- 
lections of  direct  tax,  referred          -         -     850 
an  adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in        -     924 
Fugitive  Slaves,  a  resolution  submitted  by  Mr. 
Pindall  concerning,   was  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury       ...    1717 
Fuller,  Timothy,  of  Massachusett-s,  was  quali- 
fied, &c. 712 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill  -         -         .   1466 
on  his  motion  concerning  private  land  claims   1740 
remarks  of,  on  the  biil  to  lay  a  duty  on  auc- 
tion sales    '  -         -         -         -         .         -2197 

on  the  Loan  bill' 2203 

Fullerton,  David,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  quali- 
fied, «Scc. 701 

Fur  Trade,  Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  resolution  on 
the  subject  of,  which,  being  considered, 
was  rejected  -         -  .         .  .     904 

Furniture,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  North 
Carolina,  the  Doorkeeper  was  directed  to 
dispose  of  the,  used  by  the  House  in  the 
building  in  which  it  lately  sat         -         -     758 

a 

Gales  «$£  Seaton,  Mr.  Randolph  submitted  a  res- 
olution to  exclade,   from   the  House,  as 

Reporters 1694 

after  debate  it  was  negatived,  by  yeas  and 

nays 1694 

an  explanation  of  the  difficulty  with  Mr. 
Randolph  by  (note)        -         -         -         .   i695 
Garnett,  Robert  S.,  of  Virginia,  was  quahfied, 

and  took  his  seat  -----     702 


General  .Armstrong,  Brig,  adverse  report  on  the 
petition  of  the  crew  of  - 

General  Officers  and  their  Staff,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Cocke,  the  Secretary  of  V\ar  was  directed 
to  report  the  sums  of  money  annually  paid 
to,  &c. 

General  Post  Office,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  fiscal 

concerns  of  the 

a  bill  to  provide  for  repairing  the  roof  of  the, 

read  twice     ---... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         . 

Genesee  River,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Allen,  of  New 
York,  the  Committee  of  Commerce,  Ac, 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  establishing  a  lighthouse  at  the 
mouth  of  the 

Georgia,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Crawford,  the  same 
committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  giving  the  assent  of 
Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  - 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  that  effect,  read 
twice,  &c.     ---... 

Ghent,  Mr.  Strong  submitted  a  resolution  of 
inquiry  concerning  certain  articles  of  the 
Treaty  of      -         -         ...         . 

Godfrey,  Gabriel,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 
relief  of,  read  twice,  and  referred    - 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement     -         -  •      - 

Goetz,  Frederick,  and  Carl   W.  Westphal,  and 
the  heirs  of  .\braham  .\eppes,  a  bill  from 
the  Senate  for  the  rt-lu-f  of 
read  twice,  and  referred     -  -  -  . 

the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement     -----. 
Goodinii,  John,  and  James  Williams,  a  bill  for 
the  reliff  of,  read  twice  -  -  - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 
on  a  third  reading  rejected 
a  motion  to  reconsider  rejected  ... 
Government,  a  bill  making  approprialions  for  the 
support  of,  lor  the  year   1820,  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
returned  frtini  the  Senate  with  amendments- 
some  amendments  agreed  to,  and  others  dis- 
agreed  to        -  -         -  .  .  . 

(See  Steele,  John,  for  amendments  dis- 
agreed to — the  same  being  provided 
for  by  the  House  in  a  separate  bill.) 
a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  making  appro- 
priations, &c..  read  twice 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in    - 

Great  Sodus  Bay,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Allen,  of 
New  York,  the  Committee  of  ('ommerce, 
Ac,  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  uf  making,  a  port  of  entry     - 

Green,  Berryman,  administrator  of  t<ainuel  Ker- 
by,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ... 

Greer,  James,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
on  the  petition  of  • 

Gross,  Samuel,  of  F'ennsylvania,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat    -         •         .         .         . 
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Gross,  Samuel — continued.  Page. 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  concerning  pro- 
perty lost  at  PitUburg     ....     724 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill     ...  1242 

on  the  revinion  of  the  tariff        ...   1953 
Gross,  Ezra  C,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  Ac.     701 

remarks  o^on  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
property  bill 759 

speech  of,  on  the  bdl  for  benefit  of  the  deaf 
and  dumb      -•....     gQQ 

on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  .Maine 

bill 1408 

Guerlain,  Lewis  H.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

relief  of,  twice  read,  6lc.         -         -         -  2214 
Guyon,  James,  jr.,  Mr.  Allen,  of  New  York,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  contesting  the  seat 
of  Ebenezer  Sage,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections      -         -         .         .         .     712 

said  committee  report  that,  is  entitled  to  the 
s»;at 899 

testimony  accompanying  the  report    -         -     900 

the  House  concur  with  the  committee ;  and, 
is  qualified,  &c 914 

H. 

Hackley,  .\aron,  of  New  York,  was  qualified  Ac.     701 
Hackley,  Richard  S.,  a  bill  lor   relief  of,  twice 

read 1820 

ordered  to  a  third  reading           ...  2241 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -         -  2242 
Hall,  George,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,   Ac.     701  \ 
Hail,  Thomas  H,  of  North  Carolina,  was  qual-  j 

ified,  Ac 702 

Hale,  William,  of  Delaware,  was  qualified,  Ac.     736  I 
Hall,    -Margaret,  a  bill   for  relief  of,  read  twice,  ! 

and  referred 1169 

reporteil  without  amendment  .  .  -  1821 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -  .  .  2241 

taken  up,  rend  the  third  time,  and  pas.scd  •  2  242 
Hardin,  Benjamin,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified 

and  took  bi»  hoit    -  .         .         .         .     726 

speech  of,  on  the  .Missouri  I  ill  .  .  -  1069 
remarks   of,    on   the    resolution  respecting 

adjournment  .....   1672 

on  the  Di!itrict  Banks  bill  .        '.         .    1826 

Harding,  John  and  Giles,  John  Shute.and  John 
.\icholIs,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of 1634 

read  twice,  and  rel'erred  ....  1635 
reported  without  amendment  ...  1674 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    igyg 

read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  -  -         -   1701   I 

Hart,  Eli,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  fur  relief  of,  read  I 

twice,  and  referred         -         .         -         .     779  I 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post-  I 

ponement 648  j 

Hazard,  Nathaniel,  of  Rhode  Island,  was  qual- 
ified Ac. 701 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  the  benefit 
of  the  widow  and  children  of  Commodore 
Perry 1453 

Heaps,  John,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land,  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices,  Ac, 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe. 
diency  of  affording  some  pecuniary  relief 

to  the  widow  of 1691 

a  bill  for  relief  of  the  widow  of,  twice  read  1806 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -   1821 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .   1822 
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Heister,  Joseph,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat 

Hemphill.  Joseph,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  quali- 
fied, Ac.        -         -     '   . 
Henderson,  William,  adverse  report  on  the  pe. 

tition  of 

considered  and  concurred  in       .         -         - 
Hendricks,   William,  of  Indiana,  was  qualified 
and  took  his  seat    -         -         .         .         . 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill  -        -        - 
Hendricks,  Harman.  (See  Denton,  Little  if  Co.) 
Henrick,  Danish  brigantine,a  Message  from  the 
President  respecting  the 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Re- 
lations •         -.-... 
adverse  report  thereon       .... 
documents  accompanying  the  Message  in 

relation  to  the 

Herrick,  Samuel,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified,  Ac.     - 

Mr.  Sloan  presented  a  charge  against,  made 

by  George  Jackson,  for  receiving  money 

for  services  in  procuring  his  pension 

Hibshman,  Jacob,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 

Hightower,  Thomas,  Mr.  Overstreet  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -         -         .         . 

adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in    - 

Hill,  Mark  L.,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat    -         •         -         .         . 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  concerning  a 

national  university         .... 

on  Mr.  Strother's  resolution  respecting  the 

finances         .         -         .         .^        .         . 

on  printing  the  Secret  Journal  of  the  Old 

Congress        ...... 

Holmes.  John,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qualified 
and  took  his  seat    ..... 

remarks  of,  on   the   resolution  concerning 
army  executions    .         .         -         -         . 
on  Mr.  Taylor's  restrictive  resolution 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  .Mr.  Clay,  on  the  Maine 

bill 633,  839,  843 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  benefit  of  the  deaf 

and  dumb      •-.... 

speech   of.  on  .Mr.  Taylor's  amendment  to 

the  Missouri  bill 

on  Senate's  amendments  to  the  Maine  bill 
on  the  revision  of  the  Tariff       ... 
Holmes,  Charles  Rutledge.     (See  Cadets.) 
Hooks,  Charles,  of  North  Carolina,  was  qualified 
and  took  his  seat  -         .         .         -         - 
Hostetter,   Jacob,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  quali- 
fied, Ac.        ...... 

House  of  Representatives,  meeting  of  the 

report  on  the  contingent  expenses  of  the    - 

adjournment  of  the 

Hove,  John.     (See  Beatty,  Charles  A.,  S(C.) 
Hughes,  James  A., a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  referred  -.-.-. 
reported  without  amendment     -         -         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Hughes,  Samuel,  adverse  report  on  the  claim  of, 
read  twice,  and  referred          .         .         - 
Hunt,  Jeremiah  and  David,  and  W.  G.  Forman, 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third  reading           ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in 2180 
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Hunter,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of,  read  twice,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      .         -         . 
read  the  third  time,  and   passed 

i      .•  ,. 

Illicit  Introduction  of  Slaves,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Whitman,  the  Secretary  of  the  \avy  was 

•  directed  to  report  such  information  as  he 
may  possess  in  relation  to  the 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in 
reply      ....... 

another  letter  from  the  sime,  with  sundry 
papers  ----..'. 
Illinois,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Committee 
of  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  eslnblishing  addi- 
tional land  offices  in  the  State  of    - 

on  motion  of  the  same,  the  same  committee 
were  also  instructed  to  inquire  respecting 
the  surveyor  of  public  lands    - 

a  report  from  said  committee      -         .         . 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of.  relating  to 
pre-emption  rights,  referred    -         .         - 

a  bill  to  establish  additional  land  offices  in, 
read  twice      ----.. 

the  Speaker  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of,  requesting  that  commis- 
sioners may  be  appointed  to  lay  out  a 
certain  road  therein  mentioned,  referred  - 

Mr.  Cook  presented  the  petition  of  the  same, 

praying  compensation  to  the  militia  of  the 
State      *...... 

a  bill  concerning  certain  claims  to  land  in 
the  Slate  of,  read  twice  -         -         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .         . 

a  bill  fur  relief  of  certain   settleis  in,  read 

twice     - 

Importation  of  Goods  in  American  and  Foreign 
Vessels,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  with  statcmenU  of  the  '  - 
Imports,  bill  to  regulate  the  duties  on,  read  twice 

a  motion  to  instruct  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  report  his  opinion  on  the 
same,  laid  on  the  table   -         -         .         . 

bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -         -         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  negatived 

memorial  of  the  Agricultural  Society  of  Vir- 
ginia, remonstrating  against  an  increase 
of  duties  on    - 

a  similar  memorial  from  merchants  of  Salem 

a  similar  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  Philadelphia  .... 
Imports  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  from  the  .-cnate  to 
continue  in  force  the  act  supplemental  to 
the  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  du- 
ties on   ---...         . 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         .         . 

reported  with  an  amendment      -         -         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments     

Indian  Trade,  report  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Indian  Tribes,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  bet- 
ter  regulation   of  trade   with  the,  twice 
read,  and  referred  -         -         .         .         . 
reported  without  amendment      - 
(See  Trading  Houses.) 
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Indiana,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establish- 
ing an  additional  land  office  in         .         . 

Infirmary  of  Washington,  Mr.  Kent  presented 
the  petition  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the, 
referred  -----         I 

adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in    - 

Insane  Persons,  a  bill  to  authorize  certain,  to  be 
placed  on  the  list  of  pensioners,  under 
guardians,  read  twice     •         .         .         . 

Interest,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Slocumb,  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  by 
law  for  the  recovery  of,  on  balances  ad- 
mitted to  be  due  by  receivt  rs,  6cc  - 

Internal  Duties  and  Direct  Tax,  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  ivith  sundry 
statements  relative  to  the         ... 

Introduction  of  Slaves,  .Mr.  Taylor,  of  N'ew  York, 
submitted  a  resolution  for  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting 
by  law  the,  into  the  Territories  west  of 
the  Mississippi        -         .         .         .         . 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  the  petition  of  the 
American  Convention  on  the  subject  of 
the,  referred  to  the  same 

Mr.  Folger  presented  a  similar  petition  from 
the  Friends  of  .New  England 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  another  from  Penn- 
sylvania   

Mr.  Hazard,  of  Rhode  Island,  and  Mr. 
Rogers,  of  F'ennsylvania,  presented  simi- 
lar petitions  ...... 

the  committee  not  being  able  to  agree,  were, 
on  motion  of  .Mr.  Taylor,  discharged,  anJ 
he  then  offered  a  resolution  to  appoint  a 
committee,  with  instructions  to  report  a 
bill  of  the  same  tenor      .... 

•Mr.  Cocke  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Manumission  Society  of  Tennessee 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on 
the  subject  of 

Invalid  Pensioners,  a  bill  concerning,  twice  read 

Invasion  of  Louisiana,  report  ot  Mr.  Williams  on 

the  subject  o(  losses  sustained  during  the, 

by  the  British 
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I  Jackson,  William,  Mr.  Sergeant  presented   the 
j  memorial  of,    in  behalf  of  the  surviving 

j  officers  of  the  Revolution,  referred  - 

I  Jackson,  (ieorge,  .Mr.  Sloan  laid  before  the  House 
a   letter  from,  charging   Mr.   Herrick,  a 
j  member,  with  recei\ing  compensation  fiir 

j  his  services  in   procuring  a   (jj^ion   for 

j  Robert  Cue,  read  -         .         .         - 

Johnson,  James  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  Ac.  - 

speech  of.  on  the  Property  bill   -         -      752,  766 
on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  same  indefi- 
nitely    ......      765,  V74 

on  Mr.  Strother'a  resolution  respecting  the 
finances  ......     gig 

on  the  Missouri  bill 1356 

remarks  of,   on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 
auction 2175,2198 
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Johnson,  Colonel  James,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke, 
the  Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  re- 
port what  sums  of  money  have  been  paid 
to.  in  virtue  of  certain  articles  of  agree- 

ment,  &c. 936 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  reply   1047 
Johnson,  James,  and  others,  on   motion  of  Mr. 
Storrs,  the  Secretary  of  War  was  directed 
to  report   copies   of  contracts  heretofore 
made  with,  for  delivery  of  powder,  &c.    -   1451 
Jones,  James,  of  Virginia  was  qualified,  &c        -     702 
Jones,  F'rancis,  of  Tennessee  was  qualified,  &c.     702 
remarks  of,  on  the  Property  bill  •      751,  755 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same       -     773 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    -         -         .   1457 
Jones,  Fielding,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice     845 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...   I807 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         .  1808 
Jones,  Charles  S.,  and  Richard  Uuckner,  a  bill 

for  relief  of,  read  twice    ....     928 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....   1807 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1S09 
Jones,  John  M..  the  Speaker  presented  the  pe- 
tition  of,  in   relation    to  a  new  invention 
to  catch  rats  and  mice     -  -  .         .     939 

Journal  of  the  Convention  that  formed  the  Con- 
stitution, a  .Message  from  the  President 
on  the  bulject  of  the       .  -         •         .741 

Mr.  VVarfield  submitted  a  resolution  for  the 
distribution  of  the  copies  of  the,  among 
members  not  before  supplied,  read  twice  -     751 
read  a  third   time,  and   referred  to  a  select 

committee 758 

reported  with  an  amendment,  and  again  or- 
dered to  a  third   reading           ...     820 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     820 
returned  from   the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment       904 

read,  and  concurred  in        -         .         .         .     9U6 
Mr.  Pinckney  submitted  a  resolution  to  trans* 
mit  a  copy  of  the,  to  each  surviving  mem- 
ber of  that  convention,  read  twice    *         .   1948 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .         -   1951 
Judicial  System  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  Mr. 
Kent    presented   the    petition   of  sundry 
persons  praying  an  alteration  in  the,   re- 
ferred     1242 

Mr.  Kent  presented  another  petition  of  the 

same  character  ....  -  1454 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  further  to  amend  the  1807 
twice  read,  and  referred  .  .  -  -  1808 
a  report  recommending  non-concurrence     -   1823 

Judiciary,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee of  the 706 

said  committee  discharged           ...  2211 
Jurors  for  the  Circuit  Court,  Mr.  Warfield  sub- 
mitted  a  resolution  to  instruct  the  Judici- 
ary Committee  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency  of  increasing  the  pay  of  the         •     741 
amended,  and  referred  to  said  committee    .     741 
a  report  from  the  Committee  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  on  the  subject  of        -         -   1674 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  Mr.  Little  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Washing- 
ton, praying  an  extension  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the,  referred         ....   1064 
a  bill  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the,  twice 
read,  and  referred 1671 


Justices  of  the  Peace — continued. 

bill  reported  without  amendment,  and  order- 
ed to  lie  on  the  table       -         .        .        - 
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2241 


Kalb,  General  Baron  de,  Mr.  Lowndes  presented 
the  petition  of  the  children  of  the  late, 
referred 

Kendall,  Jonas,  of  Massachusetts  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  &eat    -         .         .         .         . 

Kenawha  and  Mason  counties,  Virginia,  an  ad- 
verse report  on  the  petition  of  the  inhab- 
itants of         .         •         -         .         .         . 

Kent,  Joseph,  of  Maryland  was  qualified,  <Scc.    . 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  circuit  court  .         .         .         . 
speech  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bill    . 

Kentucky  and  Ohio  Canal  (Company,  Mr.  Ander- 
son submitted  u  resolution  authoriiing  the 
purchase  of  stock  in  the,  read,  and  com- 
mitted    

Kirby,  Samuel.     (See  Green,  Berri/man.) 

Kermion.^Labedoyere  de,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
for  the  relief  of,  twice  read,  and  referred 

Kidnapping,  the  Secretary  of  State  communicated 
a  copy  of  the  act  of  the  Pennsylvania  Le- 
gislature  to  prevent         .... 

King,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ... 

King,  Colonel  William,  on  motion  of  Mr.  WiN 
liams,  of  North  Carolina,  the  Secretary 
of  War  was  directed  to  lay  before  the 
House  the  proceedings  of  the  court  mar- 
tial on  the  lats  trial  of  - 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary,  transmitting  a 
copy,  referred  .         .  .         .         . 

report  of  the  committee  read,  and  laid  on 
the  table         ...... 

Kinsey,  Charles,  of  New  Jersey  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat    ..... 

speech  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

the  .Missouri  bill     ..... 

on  the  revision  of  the  tariff        ... 

on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at  auction 

Kinsley,    Martin,  of  Mississippi,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat    .         .         -         .         . 

Konkopot,  Jacob,  and  others,  a  bill  for  relief  of, 

twice  read 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         -         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  agreed  to 

(See  iStockbridge  Indians.) 
Lake  Erie,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Stevens,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  were   instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  erecting  a 
lighthouse  on  the  southeast  coast  of,  near 
itis  confluence  with  Sandusky   Bay 
Lambert,  William,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Strother, 
the  memorial  and  papers  of,  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
(See  Longitude  of  itu  Capitol.) 
Land  Bounty  Certificates,  Mr.  Cook  submitted 
a  resolution  respecting  -         .         -         . 
Land  Claims,  in  Louisiana  and  Missouri,  a  bill 
supplemental  to  the  several   acts  for  the 
adjubtnient  of,  read  twice        .         -         . 
indefinitely   postponed         ... 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor     - 
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Land  Claims — continueJ. 

bill  read  twice,  and  referred         ... 
reported  without  amendment     - 
read  the  third  time,  and  ()a8sed  - 
Land  sold  lor  direct  tax,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hooks, 
the  Judiciary  Committee  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing by  law  fur  perfecting  titles  to    - 
Languille,  Francis  B.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 
relief  of  ...... 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         .         .         . 
the  committee   recommend   indefinite  post- 
ponement     ...... 

Laihrop,    Samuel,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qual- 
ified, &c. 

L«ul'.  Conrad,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Law,  John,  and  Jonathan  Elliott,  a  bill  for  relief 
ot,  read  twice  -         -         -         .         . 

ortiered    to  a  third   reading         .         .  - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Laws  01   the  United   Statt-s,  on    motion  of  Mr. 
\\  t'odbridge,    the    Judiciary    Committee 
werv"  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency  of  causing  a  competent  number 
of.  t.>  he  distributed  within  the  Territory 
of  Miciiigan  ...... 

a  bill   to  amend  the  act  to  provide  for  the 

protects. n  of,  in  newspapers,  read  twice  -   1665 
ordered  to  w  third  reading  ....   1677 

read  the  tliird  time,  and  pa^^sed  -         -         .    1690 
returned  Irun  the  Senate  with  amendmciiU  2213 
read,  and  cmu-urred  in        - 
Leather,   Mr.  Sil^hee  presented  the  petition  of 
>undry  mai.ufacturers  of,  referred  - 
(See  Man  u fact  urea.) 
Lefevre,  Joseph,  a  I'll!  from  the  Senate  for  relief 
of,  twice  read,  and  referred     ... 
the  committee  ncommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement     ...... 

Leij  er,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of  ...... 

twice  read,  and  referred     .  -  -  . 

reported  without  awmdment     -         -         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  referred 

Levy,  Moses  Elias,  Mr.  Sampson  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         .... 

an  adverse  report  concurred  in  -         .         . 
Levy  Court  of  Washington,  on   motion  of  Mr. 
Cobb,   the  Committee  on  the   District  of 
Columbia  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the,  to  iin. 
pose  a  tax  for  building  a  courthouse,  &c. 
Library,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for 
apfKtintraent  of  a  committee  on  the,  con- 
curred in,  and  a  committee  appointed     - 
a  joint  resolution  permitting  the  use  of  the, 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk 
of  the  House,  read  twice  ... 

ordered  to  a  third   reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         .         .  2184 
Limiting  Sales  of  I'ublic   Lands,  on  motion  of 
.Mr.  Walker,  of  ISorth  Carolina,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of    -         -   13.30 
the  committee  report  that  it  is  inexpedient   1451 
Lincoln,  Enoch,  of  MassachusetU,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  -         -         .         -         .701 
remarks    of,   on  the   resolution    concerning 
„^         Revolutionary  pensions  ....     747 
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Little,  Peter,  of  Maryland,  was  qualified,  <Scc.  - 
remarks  of,  op  his  resolution  for  a  separate 
committee  on  manufactures    ... 
Livermore,    Arthur,  of  New    Hampshire,   was 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat     -         .         . 
remarks  of,  on   Mr.  Taylor's  restrictive  re- 
solution ...... 

on  .Mr.  Taylor's  subsequent  resolution 

on  the  Maine  bill 

on  the  bill  for  benefit  of  deaf  and  dumb 
on  the  Census  bill     ..... 
on  the  Senate's  amendmenU  to   the   Maine 

bill 

on  the  military  appropriations    -         .  1607,  1621 
on  the  District  Banks  bill  -         .         -    1828 

on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General  Wilkinson 
concerning  sales  at  auction 
Loan,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  borrow 
two  millions,  read  twice 
amended  by  increasing  the  sum 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
returned  with    amendments  by  the  Senate, 
and  a  conference  asked  ... 

conference    agreed  to,   and  managers    ap- 
pointed ...... 

report  of  the  managers  concurred  in  - 
Loans  of  Powder,  &c.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  was 
requested  to  inform  the  House,  what,  if 
any,  had  been  made  since  the  peace  to 
private  citizens,  &c.  - 
a  message  with  a  report  from  the  Secretary 

of  War  in  reply 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Strother,  a  committee  of 

inquiry  into  the,  was  appointed 
report  and  discharge  of  said  committee 
Longitude  of  the  Capitol,  a  joint  resolution  au. 
thorizing  the   I'resident  to   cause  astron- 
omical observations  to  be  made  to  ascer- 
tain the.  twice  read         .... 
Lorinp,  .Nathaniel  Hale.     (See  Cadets.) 
Lost  .Military  Land   Warrants,  a  bill  providing 
for  cases  of,  read  twice,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Low,  Andrew,  &  Co.,  Mr.  Cobb  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred 
Lowndes,  William,  of  South  Carolina,  was  qual- 
ified, &c., 

remarks  of,  on  the  subject  of  weights  and 
measures         ...... 

on  resolution  concerning  Army  executions 

on  postponing  Mr.  Taylor's  resolution 

on  the  .Navy  deficiencies    .... 

on  Mr.  Taylor's  second  resolution 

on  the  Xavy  appropriations         ... 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  concerning  ac. 

countability 

on  the  resolution  relating  to  the  widow,  dec, 

of  Commodore  Perry       .... 

on  the  disagreement  between  the  two  Houses 

on  the  .Maine  bill 

on  the  military  appropriations    . 

speech  of.  on  .Mr.  Clay's  resolution  concern 

ing  alienation  of  territory  ...  1731 
on  the  .Navigation  bill  ....  \%\^ 
on  the  revision  of  the  tariff  .  .  .2115 
remarks  of,  on  the  Loan  Bill        2193,  2203,  2237 


701 
708 

701 

735 
804 
834 
885 
923 

-  1406 


1835 
2195 

1837 
2203 
2239 
2214 

2247 

2248 
2249 


936 

1404 

1464 
1791 

1022 

906 
1847 
1848 

-  1004 

704 

726 
729 
735 
789 
803 
818 

1066 

1453 

1553 
1631 


Ixxxi 


INDEX. 


Ixxxii 


House  Proceedings  and  Dtbates. 


Lucas,  John  B.  C,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  negatived 
Lyman,  Joseph  8.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified 
and  took  his  seat    ..... 
Lyon,  Matthew,  the  Speaker  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred  .         .         .         .         . 
Mackay,  James,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read     • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         .         . 
recommitted  with  instructions    .        .        . 
M. 

Maclay,  William  P.,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qual- 
ified, &.C. 

Maine,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Convention  of,  to  be  admitted  as  a  State 
into  the  Union,  referred  ... 

a  bill  providing  for  the  admission  of,  into 
the  Union,  read  twice     .         .         .         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 

debate  on  the  amendments  ... 

amendments  ordered  to  be  printed 

Mr.  Holmes  presented  a  representation  for 
the  Massachusetts  members    ... 

the  House  disagreed  to  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate     ...... 

the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments 

the  House  insisted  on  disagreeing  to  the 
whole  of  the  amendments 

a  conference  agreed  to  and  managers  ap- 
pointed ..... 

report  of  the  managers  agreed  to,  and  the 
bill  finally  passed  ..... 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  a  circuit 
court  in,  twice  read         .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  apportion  the  Re|>- 
resentatives  for  the  17lh  Congress  to  be 
elected  for  the  States  of  Massachusetts 
and,  twide  read      .         .         .         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Mallary.  Rollin  C,  Mr.  Rich  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  claiming  a  seat  in  the  House,  in 
the  place  of  Orsamus  C.  .Merrill  of  Ver- 
mont, referred 

report  of  said  committee,  favorable  to  his 
claim     ....... 

report  concurred  in,  and  petitioner  took  his 
seat       .-.-.-- 

remarks  of,  on  the  military  appropriations  . 

Mandan   Villages,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Cocke,  the 

Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  report 

the  terms  of  contracts  for  transportation, 

&c.,  to  the 

Manufactures,  appointment  of  a  standing  com- 
mittee of        - 

Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr. 
Ringgold,  of  Maryland,  severally  pre- 
sented petitions,  praying  encouragement 
of  domestic,  referred       .         .         .         - 

Mr.  Buffum,  of  New  Hampshire,  presented 
a  similar  petition  .         .         .         .         . 

Mr.  .McLean,  of  Kentucky,  the  same  - 

Mr.  Hibshman,  of  Pennsylvania,  the  same  - 

Mr.  Smith,  of  .Mar}-land,  the  same 

Mr.  Rogerf,  of  Pennsylvania,  the  same 
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Manufactures,  Mr.  McLane,   of  Delaware,  pre- 
sented a  petition  praying  encouragement 
of  domestic,  referred       .... 
Mr.   Meigs,  of  New  York,  Mr.  Case,   and 
Mr.  Maclay,  of  Pennsylvania,  the  same  - 
Mr.  Mason,  of  Massachusetts,  the  same 
Mr.  Baldwin  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Society  for  the  promotion 
of  domestic    ..... 
(See  Domestic  Manufactures.) 

Maps  of  States  and  Territories,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Anderson,  the  clerk  was  directed  to  pro. 
cure,  for  the  use  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  ..... 

Marchand,  David,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat    -         .         -         .         . 

Marcus  Hook,  Mr.  Sergeant  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  merchants  of  Philadelphia 
praying  the  construction  of  additional 
piers  at,  referred     ..... 

Marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Storrs,  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury was  directed  to  report  a  statement  of 
the  amount  paid  to  the,  in  each  year,  for 
expenses  of  holding  courts  ... 
report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply 

Marshals,  (.'lerks,  and  Attorneys,  a  bill  to  repeal 
the  act  to  lessen  the  compensation  of,  read 
twice     ....... 

Maryland  and  District  of  Columbia  Turnpike 
Company,  Mr.  Kent  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  persons  praying  a  repeal  of 
the  act  authorizing  the,  to  lay  out  a  cer- 
tain road,  referred 898 

Mason,  Jonathan,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quali- 
fied and  took  bis  seat  ....  701 
Masonic  Hall,  in  Washington,  Mr.  Kent  present- 
ed the  petition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  praying  authority  to 
raise  by  lottery  a  sum  sufficient  to  erect 

a,  referred 800 

Mauri,  Everistc,  Mr.  Meigs  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 1541 

Mausoleum  to  Washington,  Mr.  Ervin,  of  South 
Carolina,  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing a     1792 

the  House  refused  to  consider  the  same      -   1799 
Medical  Department  of  the  .\rmy,a  bill  from  the 
Senate  further  to  regulate  the.  twice  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading         -         -  2172 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  2180 

Mcech,  Ezra,  of  Vermont,  was  qualified    -         -     736 
Meigs,  Henry,  of  New  York,  was  qualified        -     701 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the 

deaf  and  dumb       .....     883 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  the  opponents  of  the 

bill 887 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Storr's  amendment  to  the 
Missouri    bill  -        -         -        -         -     940 

Melchior,  Isaac,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of,  twice  read 934 

ordered  to  a   third  reading  ...  1807 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -   1809 

Mercer,  Charles  F.,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat    -        -         -        -         -     702 
remarks  of,  on  the   resolution   concerning 

Army  executions 731 

on  postponing  -Mr.  Taylor's  resolution        -     736 
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Mercer,  Charlea  F — continued. 

remarka  of,  on  the  Navy  Deficiency  bill 
on  Mr.  Taylor's  second  resolution 
speech  of,  on  the  naval  appropriations 
remarks  of,  on  the  Census  bill    - 

on  printing  the  Journal  of  the  old  Congress   1048 

on  Senate's  araendmenta  to  the  Maine  bill   1480 

on  the  District  Banks  bill 

on  the  Militia  bill      . 
Merchants'   Bank  of  Newport,   a 

Senate  for  the  relief  of  the     - 

twice  read  and  referred      .... 

reported  without  amendment     - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

laid  on  the  table 

Merrill,  Orsamus  C,  of  Vermont,  was  qualified 

Mr.  Mallary  disputes  the  election  of  - 

reply  of,   to  Mr.  Mallary's  statemenu 

Mr.  Baker,  of  New  Hampshire,  presented 
the  memorial  of,  praying  time  to  collect 
evidence         -  ^^ 

the  Committee  of^Elections  report  that  he 
i«  not  entitled  to  a  seat,  and  the  same  be- 
ing concurred  in,  Mr.  Mallary  takes  his 
place     --....         ^ 

Merrill,  James,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Metcalf,  Thomas,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified     - 

speech  of,  on  the   District  Banks  bill 
Michigan  Territory,  a   bill  to  authorize  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  cause  the  laws  of,  to 
be  printed  and  distributed,  twice  read     - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Military  Academy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon  the 
Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  report  a 
statement  of  the  whole  amount  of  money 
expended  on  the    - 

letter  from  the  Secretary  in  reply 

Mr.  C.  submitted  a  resolution  making  other 
inquiries  concerning       -         .         .         . 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  trans- 
mitting  a  report  from  the  Engineer  De. 
partment  containing  the  rules  and  regu- 
lations of  the,  referred     -  -         -         . 

^      on  motion  of  the  same  gentleman,  the  Com- 
mittee of  the   Whole  were  instructed  to 
,         inquire  into  the  expediency  of  abolishin'» 
the         -         -         .         .         .         .        ° 

the  said  committee  reported  that  it  was  in- 
expedient to  do  so 
a  bill  concerning  the,  twice  read,  &c. 

Military  Establishment,    a    bill   regulating  the, 
twice  read,  4tc 

Military  Fortifications,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Can 
non.   the   Military  Committee   were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
reducing,  or  entirely  slopping  the  - 

Mihtary  Peace  Establishment,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  was  directed  to  report  the 
aggregate  amount  of  the,  for  each  year 
since  1815,  distinguishing  the  grades  - 
report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply 
another  report  from  the  same  on  the  subject 
of  the    -         -         .         .         .         .         . 

Military  Service,  a  bill  making  partial  appropri- 
ations for  the,  for  the  year  1820,  twice 
read 
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Military  Service — continued. 

bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 

read    the  third  time,  and  passed 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenU. 
and    referred  -         -         .         .         ] 

agreement  reported    -         -         .         .         . 

report  concurred  in    - 

Mr.  Cannon  submitted  a  resolution  instruct- 
ing the  Military  Committee  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  act 
making  provision  for  the,  during  the  late 
war,  to  orphans,  Ac 

the  resolution  negatived  -         -         . 

a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the,  for  the 
year  1820,  twice  read     -         -         .         . 

ordered   to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 


Page. 

829 
830 

877 
898 
899 


749 
749 

1290 
1639 
1640 


returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenU   1697 


741 


amendments  and  bill  referred 

disagreement  reported,  and  concurred  in     - 

Senate  insisted  on  one  amendment  and 
asked  a  conference,  which  is  agreed  to, 
and  managers  appointed  ... 

the  managers  report  a  non-agreement 
Militia,  appointment  of  a  select  committee  on  the 

on  motion  of  .Mr.  Cannon,  the  said  committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  clothing  the,  when  called  into 
service  ---.... 

on  motion  of  the  same,  the  same  committee 
were  further  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  improving  the  organization 
of  the 

a  bill  to  provide  for  clothing  the,  &c.,  read 

twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         . 
a  .Message  from  the  President  transraitUng 
the  annual  abstract  of  the         ... 
Miller,  George.     (See  Converge,  Daniel.) 
Miller,  Christopher,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
twice     ----... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  aa  amend. 

ment 

read,  and  agreed  to    - 

Milne,  Alexander,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of 

read  twice,  and  referred     .... 

Minors,  Mr.  Walker,  o(  North  Carolina,  offered 

a  resolution  to  allow  bounty  land  to,  under 

certain  circumstances,  which  the  House 

refused  to  consider  -         -         -         . 

Mint,  a  Message  from  the  President,  with  the 

report  01  the  Director  of  the     - 

sundry    statements    from    the    Treasury    in 

relation  to  the         .         .         .         .    '     . 

Mississippi  Stock,  documents  showing  the  out- 

standing,  and  interest  thereon 
Missouri,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Scott,   the  several 
memorials,  dtc,  relating  to  the  admist-ion 
of,  into  the  Union,  were  referred  to  a  select 
committee      ----.. 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of,  to  form  a 
constitution,  die,  read  twice  •         -         . 
read  the  third  time, and  passed  -         .         -    i^,» 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenU   1576 
afler  considerable  debate,  ail  concurred  in  -   1588 
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Missouri,  the  Speaker  presented  sundry  petitions 
praying  that  the  Territory  of,  may  be  di- 
vided, referred  -  -  -  .  . 
Mr.  Scott  presented  the  remonstrance  of  the 
.Mount  Zion  Baptist  Association,  against 
the  interference  of  Congress  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  constitution  of  - 
Mr.  Hardin  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Kentucky,  of  a  similar  char- 

acter 

Mohiccan  Indians,  a  bill  confirming  the  title  of 
the,  to  certain  lands,  read  twice 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         .         . 
the  third  reading  negatived         ... 
Molasses,  memorial  of  sundry  merchants  and  dis- 
tillers of  Boston,  on  the  subject  of  the  im- 
portation of 

Monell,  Robert,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  &c. 
Moore,  Robert,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 
auction  ...... 

Moore,  Ssmuel,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat    -'--.. 
Morgan.  Charles,  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office  on  the  claim  of 
Morton.  .Marcus,  of  .Massachusetts,  was  quali- 
fied, &c 

Moselcy,  Jonathan  O.,  of  Connecticut,  was  quali- 

fied,  Ac 

remarks  of,  on  the   District  Banks  bill 
Murray,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  look  his  seat 

Muskets,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  pay- 
ment to  be  made  for  certain,  impressed 
into  the  service       -         .         .         .         . 

read  twice,  and  referred     .... 

reported  with  amendments         ... 

ordi-rcd   to  a  third  reading  -  -  - 

McCarty,  Edmund,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of,  read  twice         .... 

McCoinas,  Josiah  H.,  and  wife.      (See  Willis, 
Henry,  of  whom  they  were   representa. 
lives.) 
McCoy.  William,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  &c. 
remarks  of^  on  the  Property  bill  ... 
on  the  military  appropriations     ... 
on  the  District  Banks  bill 
McCreary,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, &c.  ...... 

McCulIough,  Hugh,  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of-         - 

McDonald,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice     -         -         -         .         .         .     •    . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

McGlassin.  late  major  in  the  Army,  the  Speaker 

communicated  a  letter  from    -         -         - 

McGrew,  John.  Richard  Cravat,  Hardy  Perry, 

and  Beley  Cheney,  a  bill  for  the  rehef  of, 

read  twice      --.... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  ... 

.Mclnlire,  Ann,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice  1594 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1821 
read  a  third  lime,  and  referred  .  -  -  1822 
indefinitely  postponed        ....   1860 
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Mcintosh,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  - 
a  third  reading  negatived  -         .         . 

McLane,  Louis,  of  Delaware,  was  qualified,  «kcl 
•peech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    . 
on  the  Senate's  amendmenU  to  the  Maine 
bill 

on  the  revision  of  the  tariff 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 
auction  --.... 

McLean,  OIney,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified,  &c. 
remarks  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bill 
speech  of,  on  the  Land  Sales  bill 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 
auction  ...... 

McNair,  Matthew,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of   - 

twice  read  ---... 

McNeil,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief, 
of,  read  twice,  and  referred  -  .  - 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement       

McRae,  Alexander,  (See  Johnson,  James,  and 
others.) 

National  Road,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks,  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
continuing  the,  from  Wheeling  to  St. 
Charles i632 

National  University,  Mr.  Hill,  of  Massachusetts, 

submitted  a  resolution  respecting  a         -     780 
considered,  and  negatived  ...     781 

National  Vaccine  Institution,  a  bill  to  incorporate 

the,  read  twice  --....     ggj 
Naval  Commanders,   a  bill  to  prevent,  from  ac- 
cepting presents,  &c.,  from  any  foreign 
powers,  read  twice         -         -         -         -  2156 
read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  -         .         -  2173 

Naval  Establishment,  Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  re- 
solution for  reducing  the         ...   1594 
Navigation,  a  bill  concerning,  twice  read  -         -   1330 
a  bill  from  the  Senate,  supplcmenUry  to  the 

act  concerning,  read  twice,  and  referred  .  1822 
reported  without  amendment      ...  1836 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         .         .  2240 
Navy,  appointment  of  a  select  committee  on  the     707 
a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the,  for  the  year  1819,  read 
twice     -         .         .         -         -         .         -741 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     829 

read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  -         -         -     830 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Cjuarles,    the  committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe. 
diency  of  reducing  the  expenses  of  the     -     860 
the  committee  rejjort  that  it  is  inexpedient  2156 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary,  with  a  statement 

of  the  contingent  expenses  of         -         -  1064 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the,  for  the  year  1820,  read  twice,   and 

referred 1136 

reported  with  sundry  amendments  -  -  1595 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  .  1597 
Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  submitted 

a  resolution  respecting  the      ...  2143 
a  bill  respecting  the  enlistment  of  seamen 
for  the.  read  twice  ....  2239 
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i^»Ty  Commisaioners,   the  committee  to    whom 

wa«  referred  the  inquiry  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  modifying  the  act  creating  the 
Board  of.  reported  its  inexpediency  -  2156 

Na\y  Hospital  Fund,  two  resolutions  presented 
l>y  Mr.  SiUbeo.  in  relation  to  the,  were 
adopted  --•-..   1022 

annual  report  of  the  Cominii»sioners  of  the   1330 

Kavy  Pension  Fund,  a  letter  from  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the.  read 

Neale,  Raphael,  of  .Maryland,  was  qualified 


IVelson.  Jeremiah,  of  .Massachusetts,  was  quali- 

fied . 

Nelson,  Hugh,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified  - 
remarks  of,  on   Mr.  Foot's  resolutions 
Neppea,  Abraham.     (Sec  Guetz,  Frederick.) 
New  Orleans  custom-house,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate to  provide  for  building  an  addition  to 
the         ......         . 

read  a  first  time 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         -         . 
New  York,  the  Speaker  presented  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  State  of,  enclosing  a  cer- 
tificate  of  election,   &c„  referred  to    the 
Committee  of  Elections          .         .         . 
Newsom,  Joshua,  Peter  Cook  and  James  Kobb, 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Newspapers,  the    usual  order  given  for  the  sup- 
ply of    

on  motion  of  Mr.  Pindall.  the  Secretary  of 
State  was  directed  to    report  a   list  of,  in 
which  the  laws  are  ordered  to  be  published 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  in  reply   - 
(See  Laws  of  the  United  States.) 
Newton,  Thomas,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  &c. 
remarks  of,   on    the  resolution  to  separate 
the  subjects  of  Commerce  and   .Manufac- 
tures, by  appointing  a  committee  for  each 
on  the  military  appropriations    -         .         . 
in  explanation  of  the  bill  to  impose  a  new 
tonnage  duty  on  French  ships,  Ac. 
Niagara  frontier,  Mr.  Rich  submitted  a  resolution 
instructing  the  Committee  of  Claims  to 
prepare  and  report  a  bill  providing  for  the 
distribution  of  a  sum  of  money    among 
the  suflferers  by  the  general  conflagration 
committed  by  the  enemy  on  the 
Nicbolls,  John.     (See  Harding,  John,  ^e.) 
North  Carolina,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Slocumb,  the 
President  of  the  United   States  was   re- 
quested to  communicate  to  the  House  the 
progress  made  in  the  survey   of  certain 
parts  of  the  coast  of        -         .         ..         . 
a  message  from  the  President,  with  the  in 

formation  asked  for         •         .         . 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the  ex 

pcnse  of  surveying  part  of  the  coast  of, 

read  twice      --.... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

another  bill  from  the  Senate  declaring  the 

assent  of  Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the 

State  of,  twice  read  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment      . 

Norton,  Daniel  D.,  report  of  the   Secretary  of 

"  »r  in  the  ca*e  of         -        .        - 
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Notes  under  five  dollars,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  .Mer- 
cer the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  prohibiting  the  circulation 
of,  within  the  suid  District      -         .         . 

o. 

O'Bannon,  Jennings,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 
reliefof  -...._ 

read  twice 

read  the  third  time  and  passed  -         .         . 

O'Brien,  Richard,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
liefof, read  twice  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment      -         -         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Ocean  Steamship  Company,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate granting  certain  privileges  to  the 

read  twice  ---.-. 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time  and  recommitted 

the  committee  discharged   .         .         .         . 
O'Connor,  John,  a  bill  from   the  Senate  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  - 

read  twice,  and  referred       -         -         .         . 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

recommitted      •.-... 

reported,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed     - 

Ocracock  Inlet,  on    motion   of  Mr.    Sloan,  the 

Committee  on  Commerce  were  instructed 

to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  erecting 

a  lighthouse  at        ....         . 

Office  under  authority  of  the  United  States,  Mr. 
Cobb  submitted  a  resolution  to  amend 
the  Constitution  so  as  to  prohibit  any 
Senator  or  Representative  from  holding, 
during  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected, 
read       ....... 

read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
Ogden,  Thomas  L.,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the 
Senate  for  relief  of         ...         . 

read  twice,  Sec.  -         -         .         ,         . 

Ohio,  a  bill  to  alter  the  place  of  holding  the  Uni- 
ted States  Courts  from  Chillicothe  to  Co- 
lumbus  in,  read  three  times  and  pasa«il  . 

a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  with  documents,  showing  that  the 
act  respecting  the  northern  and  western 
boundaries  of,  has  been  executed,  read     - 

the  Speaker  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Governor  of,  enclosing  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  and  a  resolution  asking  a  do- 
nation of  land  to  enable  baid  State  to  form 
a  navigable  canal  between  Lake  Erie  and 
th^  river         ..... 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  the  ap- 
pointment of  commissioners  to  lay  out  a 
canal  therein  mentioned  ... 

twice  read,  and  referred     -         .         .         . 

reported  without  amendment  ... 
Ohio  Company's  Purchase,  on  motion  of  .Mr. 
Campbell  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  by  law  for  obtaining 
a  copy  of  the  plans  and  field-notes  includ- 
ed in  the         ...... 

an  unfavorable  report  from  said  committee  - 
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Old   Congress,   a   resolution    by  Mr.   Storrs   to 
print   the  secret  journal  of  the,  was  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee    . 
reported  with  an  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table  -         .         .         .         . 

(See  Journal  of  Old  Congress  and  Secret 
Journal. ) 
Ontario,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Lowndes,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  was  directed  to  give  cer- 
tain information  concerning  the  comman- 
der  of  the  frigate,  Ac 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
with  documents  in  reply 
Orphans'  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
Mr.  Kent  presented  the  petition  of  the 
jodgei  of  the,  praying  increase  of  com. 
pensation,  referred  -         .         .         . 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  increase  the  al- 
lowance to  the  judges  of  the  - 

read  twicu  -         -         .         .         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         '. 

Ouachita,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Butler,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  con- 
firming to  the  inhabitants  of,  their  claim 
to  a  certain  piece  of  land 

P. 

Pancoast,    William,   a   bill   for   relief  of,    read 

twice 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Paper,    Mr.   Fuller    presented    a    petition    from 
-Massachusetts,    praying    that    a    specific 
duty  may  be  laid  on  foreign,  referred       . 
.Parker,  James,  of  MasaachusetU,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat       -         ...         * 
Parker,  Severn  E.,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified    - 
Pasragoula,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  the  Com- 
mittee ot  Commerce   were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establish- 
ing a  port  of  entry  at  the  mouth  of 
Pasquier,   Charles    Henry,    and   others,  (Swiss 
emigranu.)  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of,  concurred  in    - 
PatenU.  report  of,  issued  in  1819,  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  ---... 
Patridge.  Alden,  Mr.  Rich  presented  the  memo- 
rial of,  referred 

Patterson,   William,  and  others.     (See  St.  Do- 
mingo.) 
Patterson,  i'hftmas,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qual- 
ified,  &c.        -.-... 
Payment  for  property  destroyed  bv  the  British, 
papera  communicated'  by  the  Secretary 
of  War   in  relation   to   the  execution  of 
the  act  to  authorize        .... 
Payne,  John,  a  report  recommending  rejection 

of  the  petition  of 

Pearl  River,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  the  Com. 
•   mittee   of  Commerce  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establish 
ing  a  port  of  entry  at  the  mouth  of 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  the  dis- 

trict  of 

twice  read,  and  referred     .... 
reported  without  amendment     - 
Peck,  Harmanus,  of  New  Vork,  was  qualified 
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Pellett,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  1596 
read  twice,  and  referred      -         .         .         .   i,«i97 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement      -         .        .         .  '^ 

Penrose,   Clement   B.,  a  bill  for  relief  of.'twice' 
read      ---... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         I         * 
third  reading  negatived      .         .        .         [ 
Pensions  and   Revolutionary  Claims,   appoint- 
ment of  the  standing  Committee  of 
the  committee  discharged  .... 
Pensions,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  re- 

lation  to,  improperly  granted 
Pennsylvania,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  alter  the 
times    for    holding    the    United    States 
Court  for  the  Western  district  of    - 
twice  read,  and  referred     -         .         .         . 
Peoria,  a  bill  from   the  Senate  for  relief  of  the 
inhabitants  of,  read  twice       ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paused  - 
Perkins.  Samuel  G.     (See  St.  Domingo.) 
Perry,  Hardy.     (See  McGrew,  John.) 
Perry,  Oliver  H.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes 
the  Naval  Committee  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending 
to  the   widow  of,  the  provisions  of  the 
law  for  widows  of  naval  officers,  &c. 
Mr.  Randolph  proposed   a   substitute,  that 
provision  be  made  by  law  for  the  support 
of  the  widow  and  education  of  the  chil- 
dren of  the  late,  which  was  adopted,  and 
a  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  family  of  the 
late,  read  twice,  Sec 

Perry,  Margaret,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  1819 
Petitions  of  Right,  Sec.  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pin- 
dall, the  Judiciary  Committee  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing  by  law  for  the  prosecution 
of  suits  in  the  nature  of        -         .         . 

Pettibone,  Daniel,  Mr.  Folger  presented  sundry 
depositions  going  to  show  that,  is  not  the 
inventor  of  the  art  of  welding  cast  steel 
to  iron  -         -         -         .         . 

Pettit,  Peter.     (See  Cavalier,  Anthony.) 
Phelps,  Elisha,  of  Connecticut,  was  qualified    - 
Philson,  Robert,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified 
Piatt,  John  H.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 
of,  twice  read,  end  referred     - 

reported  without  amendment 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Pinckney,  Charles,  of  South  Carolina,  was  qua 
ified,  &c. 

speech  of,  on  the   resolution  to  print  the 
secret  journal,  dec.  -         .         .         . 

in  explanation  -         -         •         .         . 

on  the  Missouri  bill 
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on  printing  the  journal  of  the  Old  Congress  1628 
Pindall,  James,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  dec.  702 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  accommodate  the 

circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  786 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill  .  -  .  1265 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

Savannah  sufferers  ....  i805 

on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General  Wilkinson   1835 
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Piracy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Butler,  the  Judiciary 
,     Committee    were    instructed    to    inquire 
what  further  provi^iion  is  necessary  to  de- 
fine and  punish  the  crime  of  -         -         -    1877 
a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  to  protect 
commerce  and  punish  the  crime  of,  read 

twice 1588 

a  bill   from   the    Senate  to  the  same  effect. 

read  twice  and  referred  -         .         . 

reported  witii  amendments         ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 

Pitcher,  Nathaniel,  of  IS'ew  Vork,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat     -         .         .         .         . 

Pleasants,   James,    of  Virginia,    was    qualified, 

and  took  his  seat    •         -         .         .         . 

the  Speaker  presented  the  resignation  of   - 

Plumer,    William,  jr.,  of  New  Hampshire,    was 

qualified,  &c. 

■peech  of,  on  the  .Missouri  bill    - 
Point  Coupee,  Mr.  Butler  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana,  pray- 
ing the  grant  of  a  lot  for  a  seminary  at, 
referred  --.... 

adverse  report  thereon        -         -         .         . 

Postage,  .Mr.  Phelps  submitted  a  resolution  on 

the  subject  of 

Post  Olfice  Department,  Mr.  P.  also  submitted  a 

resolution  concerning  the  accounts  of  the, 

referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

Post  Office  Establishment,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 

in  addition  to  the  act  regulating  the,  read 

twice  and  referred  -         .         .         . 

reported  without  amendment      -         .         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Post    Offices    and  Post  Koads,   appointment  of 

the  standing  committee  on     - 

a  bill  to   alter   and  establish  cerUin,  read 

twice     ....... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 

read  and  concurred  in         ...         . 

Post  Roads,  a  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain, 
twice  read      ...... 

Potter,  Polly,  report    of  the  Paymaster  General 

on  the  petition  of,  referred      ... 

Preemption,   a    bill    from    the    Senate  granting 

righU  of,  to  certain  settlers  in  Ohio,  twice 

read       --.-...  1900 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  2234 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  2242 

President  of  the  United  States,   appointment  of 

the  usual  committee  to  wait  on  the 

report  of  the  same 

resolutions  to  refer  the  annual  message  of 

Presque  Isle,  a  report  from   the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy  in  relation  to  the  harbor  of,  referred 

Prevost,  Solomon,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of 

twice  read,  and  referred      -         .         .         . 
Printers  of  Books,  the  petition  of  the,  of  Phila- 
delphia, praying  that  an   additional  duty 
may  be  laid  on    books  imported 
Private  Land  Claims,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  on  - 
the  committee  discharged  .... 
Privateer  Pension  Fund,  report  of  the  Secretary 

of  the  Navy  on  the         ....   1(590 
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Private  Claims,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Fuller,  the  Jy. 
diciary  Committee  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  by 
law  for  the  settlement  of  -  .  .  1740 
Privateering.  .Mr.  Ro6i  presented  a  memorial 
from  Ohio  praying  that  measures  may  be 
adopted  to  aboliwh   the  practice  of.  refer- 

'■^'^ 737,2545 

report  of  the  committee  thereon  -         -     850 

committee  discharged         ....     851 
Privilege,  Mr.  Randtilph  having  moved  a  ques. 
tion  of,  which  the  House  refused  to  con. 
sidcr,  submitted  a  resolution  to  expunge 
so  much  of  the  37th  rule  as  related  to  the 
reconsideration  of  a  vote         ...   1590 
Prizes,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Shaw,  the  Secretary  of 
the    Navy    was    directed     to   report    the 
amount  received   from   the  two  per  cent, 
deduction  from  the  sale  of,  for  the  benefit 
of  distressed  seamen        ....   1639 
Projierty  lost  in  the  Seminole  war,  on  motion  of 
.Mr.  Cannon,  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 

payment   for 711 

a  bill  to  that  eflect  twice  read  ...  733 
the  third  reading  negatived  ...  927 
.Mr.  Gross  submitted    a    similar   resolution 

embracing  Pittsburg       ....     724 
considered  and  negatived   ....     735 
.Mr.  Foot  aubmitted  a  resolution  directing 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  report  the  man- 
ner of  execution  of  the  former  act  to  pay 

f'^r         - 780 

the  Secretary's  report  in  reply    -         -         .     898 

Protection  to  Manufactures,  memorial  of  the  Con- 
vention  at  New  York  praying  measures 

*"•"■. 2286 

memorial  of  the  American  Society  for  2293,  2423 
memorial    of  the  citiiens    of    Middletown, 

Connecticut,  for     ....         .  2337 
memorial  of  the    Pennsylvania  Society  for  2411 
Public  Buildings,  appointment  of  a  select  com- 
mittee on  the 708 

a  .Message  from  the  President  transmitting 

the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the     -     801 
report  of  the  select  committee  on  the         .    1663 
the  committee  discharged           ...  2248 
Public  Debt,  statement  of  the    ....     721 
detailed  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury showing  the  state  of  the         -         .  2351 
Public  Expenditures,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  on    -         .         .         .         .     705 
Public  Lands,  apjwintment  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee on 706 

It  bill  from  the  Senate  to  change  the  mode 
of  dispoiing  of  the,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred     1626 

reported  with  amendments         -         .         •   1650 
amendments  disagreed  to,  and  the  bill  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  ...   I89g 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  *         .   1901 
Purkili,  Jacob.  Mr.  .McLean  presented  the  peti. 

tion  of,  referred      .....     737 
an  adverse  report  thereon  ...     878 

read,  and  agreed  to    -         -         -         -         -     929 


(^uarles,  Tunstall,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified,  &c.     703 
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Quarles.  Tunstall,  remarks  of,  on  his  resolution 
relating  to  the  Army  and  Navy 
announcing  the  death  of  David  Walker     - 

Quartermaster  General,  report  of  the.  staling 
the  terms  of  contract  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  troops  up  the  .Missouri  - 

R. 

Rabb,  James.     (See  Sewgom  Juthua.) 
Ragland,  Thomas.     (See  Cadclt.) 
Randolph,  John  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  dec. 
remarks  of,  on  indefinite   postponement  of 

the   Property  bill 

on  the  Navy  deficiency  -  .  .  737,  789 
on  the  bill  for  support  of  the  Navy  .  -  '  817 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Trimble  -  -  .  .819 
on  the  bill  for  benefit  of  deaf  and  dumb  884.  885 
on  Mr.  Cuthbert's  resolution  respecting  the 

slave  trade     ---...     925 
on  printing  the  Journal  of  the  Old  Congress  1053 
speech  of.  on  his   resolution  respecting  ac- 
countability - 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Lowndes  .... 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Trimble  .... 
on  his  motion  respecting  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  House  -  -  .  . 
on  the  death  of  David  Walker  - 
remarks  of,  on  taking  up  the  Appropriation 
bill 

Rankin,  Christopher,  of  .Mississippi,  was  qualified 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    . 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General  Wilkinson  - 
Ratio  of  Representation.   .Mr.  Brush  submitted 
a  motion  that  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  fixing  the  . 
not  agreed  to     . 
Rations,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Whitman,  the  Secre. 
Uiy   of  War   was   directed    to  report  a 
statement  of  the    expense  of  furnishing 
the  Army  with,  (or  the  year  ending  14th 
April,  1818,  with  average  cost,  &c.  - 
report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply 
ReceipU  and  Expenditures,   on  motion  of  .Mr. 
Randolph,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
was  directed    to    report  a  statement  of. 
from  the  beginning  of  the  Government, 
classing  the  expenditures.  &c. 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  in  reply    - 
the  report  of  that  officer  in  detail 
Records   and  judicial  proceedings,  .Mr.    Sirokins 
submitted  a  resolution   in  relation  to  the 
faith  and  credit  to  be  given  to  the,  of  the 
courta  of  any  States,  authenticated   and 
produced  in  evidence     -         -         .         . 
considered    and    referred    to   the  Judiciarv 
Committee    --...'. 
Redemption  of  Lands,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Morton, 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  .Means  were 
instructed  to  inquire  whether  in  any  case 
further  time  ought  to  be  allowed  for  the— 
•old    for   taxes         - 
bill  extending  the  time  allowed  for,  read  twice 
read  the  third  time,   and   passed      - 
Registered  Seamen,  report  of,  in  different  ports  of 

the  United  Stales 

Regnier,  John   B..  a  bill  for  the  relief  of.  twice 
read       ....  .         . 

ordered  to  a  third   reading 
read  the  third   time,  and  passed 

16th  Con.  1st  Scss D 
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Reid.  Robert  W.,  of  Georgia,  was  qualified,  6cc  - 
remarks  of,  on    the   Property    bill 
speech  of,  on   Mr.  Taylor's    amendment  to 
the  Missouri  bill    -         -         .         .         , 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Storrs's  report  concern 
ing  Seminole  war  ..... 
Reid,    Samuel    C.      (See    General  Armstrone, 
Privateer.)  ^ 

Reports  of  decisions,  in  the  Supreme  Court,  » 
bill  from  the  Senate  to  continue  in  force 
the  act  to    provide  for.   read  twice,  and 

referred 

reported  with  amendments         -         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         . 
Reservations  of  land  for  naval  purposes,  a  bill  to 
amend  the  act  making,  read  twice  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Retrocession  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  .Mr.  Darl. 
ington  submitted  a  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion   instructing    the    Committee    of  the 
District  of  Columbia  to  inquire   into  the 
propriety  of  making  a,  to  the  States  re- 
spectively  of  Mar)- land  and  Virginia— 
which  the  House  refused  to  consider 
Revenue,  a  statement  of  the     - 

remonstrance    of  merchants   of    Baltimore 

against  any  change  in  the  system  of 
the  same  from  the  Philadelphia   Chamber 
of  Commerce         ..... 
Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business,  appointment  of 
the  standing  committee  of      -         -         . 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  appointment  of  a  select 
committee   on        -         ...         . 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Rich,  the  above  committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  man- 
ner iu  which  the  act  of  1818  has  been 

executed,  &c. 

report  of  the  manner,  dec.  ... 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  a  reso. 

lulion  on  the  subject  of  - 

amended  and  agreed  to     -         -         -         . 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  the  committee 

on,  were  instructed   to  inquire  into  the 

expediency  of  repealing  the  act  of  1818, 

so  far  as  it  relates  to  persons  engaged  in 

the  land  and  naval  service,  &,c. 

report  of  said  committee,  that  it  was  not  ex. 

pcdient  to  repeal  the  act         -         -         - 

correspondence  of  the  committee  on,  with 

the  Secretary  of  War     .... 

Mr.   Cannon  offered  a  resolution  to  inquire 

into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  law, 

so  as  to  place  officers  and  soldiers  on  an 

equality,  which  was  rejected  -         .         - 

Mr.   Pindall   submitted   a  joint   resolution 

concerning    -         -         -         -         .         . ,^ 

read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  2219 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         -  2223 

Revolutionary  War,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to 
provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the 
land  and  naval  service  during  the,  read 

twice,  &c 1356 

a  bill  to  continue  in  force,  without  limit,  the 
act   to    provide  for   persons  disabled    by 
known  wounds  received  in  the,  read  twice  1593 
referred  to  a  select  committee     ...   1673 
reported  without  amendment,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed    •        .        .        .         .  2242 
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Revolutionary  War — continued.  Page, 

bill  returned  from  the  Senate  with  amend- 
ments, and  concurred  in  -  -  . 
a  bill,  (reported  by  the  committee  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  bill  first  mentioned  above,) 
in  addition  to  the  act  to  provide  for  cer- 
tain persons  in  the  land  and  naval  service, 

&c.,  read  twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Rhea,  John,  of  Tennessee,  was  qualified,  &c.    - 

speech  of,  on  indefinite  postponement  of  the 

property  bill 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Taylor's  restrictive  reso- 
lution     

on  printing  the  Journal  of  the  Old  Congress  1059 
on  .Mr.  Foot's  resolution  -  -  .  -  1172 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolution  respect- 
ting  alienation  of  territory  -  -  .  1776 
on  the  District  Banks  bill  -  -  .  .  1331 
on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  2170 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 

auction 

Rice,  Henry,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on 
the  petition  of,  as  attorney  for  sundry  mer 
chants,  read  -         -         .         .         . 
(See  <S'/.  Domingo.) 
Rich,  Charles,  of  Vermont,  was  qualified,  &c.  - 

speech  of.  on  the  Missouri  bill    - 
Richards.  .Mark,  of  Vermont,  wa;j  qualified,  &c. 
Richmond,  Jonathan,  of  New  Vork,  was  quali- 
fied, &c.         ----.. 
Ringgold.   Samuel  of  Maryland,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat    •         -         .         .         . 
Road,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  the  ap- 
pointment of  commissioners  to  lay   out 
a  certain,  therein  mi-ntioncd  -         -         - 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         -         -         . 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         .         . 
Roads  and  Canals,  appointment  of  a  select  com- 
mittee on 

discbarge  of  said  committee       ... 
Robertson,  O'eorge,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat    -         -         .         .         . 
remarks  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bill 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General  Wilkinson 
speech  of,  on  the  Land  bill         -         .         . 
Robertson,  Thomas  C.  and  Thomas  Shields,  ad- 
verse  report  on  the  petition  of        -         - 
Rock   Creek  Church,  a  bill  authorizing  the  sale 
of  a  part  of  the  glebe  of,  twice  read 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         - 
read   the  third  time,  and  pas:ied 
Rodriguiz,  John,  a  bill   from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of,  twice  read  -         -         .         .         . 
Rogers,  Thomas  J.,  of  Pennsylvania  was  quali- 
fied, &;c 

Ronde,  Pierre  Denis  dc  la,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate for  relief  of,  twice  read      -         -         . 
Ross,  Thomas  K.,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified  - 
Rules  and  Orders,  the  adoption  of      - 

Mr.  Little  submitted  an  amendment  to  the 
Mr.  Pindall  did  the  same  -  -  -  . 
considered  and  negatived  .  -  .  - 
Mr.  Lowndes  submitted  an  amendment  to 

the 

Russ,  John  of  Connecticut,  was  qualified,  «Stc.  • 
Rnwell,  Jonathan,  correspondence  of,  with  the 

Swedish  Government     ....  2264 
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Russia,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  in  rela- 
tion to  the  petition  of  Eliphalet  Loud, 
setting  forth  claims  against    -         .         .  2262 

S. 
Sale  or  Forfeiture  of  Lands,  on   motion  of  Mr. 
Hendricks,  the  Committee  of  Public  Landa 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  suspending  the  act  continuing 
the,  &c.         ----.. 
(See  Forfeiture.) 
Sales  of  Public  Lands,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robert- 
■on.the  Committee  of  Public  Lands  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  allowing  a  credit  on  - 
.Mr.  Campbell  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry   inhabitants  of  Ohio,  in   relation  to, 
j  referred  ---... 

a  bill   from  the  Senate  making  further  pro- 
vision for.  read  twice,  and  referred  - 
I  reported  with  amendments 

j  amendmenu  not  agreed  to,  and  bill  ordered 

I  to  a  third  reading 

j  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

^  Sampson,  Gabriel,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quali 
ficd,  Ac.         -  -         .         .  . 

Sands,  .Austin  L.     (See  Steven*,  Ebenezer.) 
Sawyer.  Lemuel,  of  North  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fitd.  &c.  ---... 

j  rcniarks  of,  on  his  resolution  concerning  of- 

'  fleers  of  customs 

Schiefflin,  Jacob,  and  Henry  H.,  Mr.  Meigs  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  which  was  referred 
to  the  Secretary  of  State 
I  report  of  said  officer  thereon,  referred 

I  Scott,  John,   delegate  from   Missouri,  was  quali- 
\  fied,  &.C.         ---... 

j  remarks  of,  on  jwstponing  Mr.  Taylor'a  re»- 

{  olution 

'  speech  of,  on  the  .Missouri  bill    - 

,  Secret  Journal  of  the  Old  Congress,  Mr.  Strother 

j  submitted  a  resolution  to  print  the,  read 

I  twice 

'  ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

'  (See  Old  Conf^ress.) 

Seminole  War.  report  of  Mr.  Storrs  on  the  pe- 
t  titions  for  payment  for  losses  sustained 

in  the  

a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  the  offi- 
cers &c.  who  served  in  the     -        •        . 
read  twice  ---... 

laid  on  the  table 

report  on  the  subject  of  horses  lost  in  the  - 
Sergeant,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 

s|)ecch  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    - 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  Maine  bill 1403 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 

auction 2174 

Settle,  Thomas,  of  North  Carolina,  was  quali- 

<''ed,  &c 704 

sptech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  collec- 
tion of  duties,  &c.  ....   1263 
Shaw,  Henry,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  scat 701 

Shaw,  Baiiil,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of, 

agreed  to 845 
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1821 
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Bhawneetown,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Land  Office  to  remit  pay- 
ment of  certain  instalments  on  lota  in, 
read  twice     --.... 
a  third  reading  negatived  .... 

Shields,  James,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  .  . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Shields,  Thomas.     (See  Robertson,  Thomas  C.) 

Shipley,  Ether,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice     -     800 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         -         .     822 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -     892 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1356 
read  and  concurred  in       -         -         .         .  1382 

Sholes,  Captain  Stanton,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read 

twice 84g 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         -  1807 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -  1808 
Shute,  John.     (See  Harding,  John.) 
Sick  and  Disabled  Seamen,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate to  provide  for,  read  twice,  and  referred  1900 
reported  with  amendmenu         -         -         -  1948 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  2239 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended  2242 
the  Senate  agreed  and  disagreed         -         -  2216 
the  House  insisted  on  one  amendment  and 
receded  from  the  rest     .... 
memorial  of  the  Governors  of  the  New  York 
Hospital  in  relation  to  the  case  of - 

Silsbee,  Nathaniel,  of  MassachusetU,  was  qual- 
ified, 6lc.       ...... 

speech  of,  on  the  revision  of  the  tariff 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales   at 
auction  ..... 

Simkins,  Eldred,  of  South  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, &c.  --.... 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  amendments  to 
the  Maine  bill  .  -  -  -  - 
speech  of,  on  the  military  appropriations  - 
remarks  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bill 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Cobb's  amendment  to  the 

Constitution 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  land  titles  2211 

Simpson,  James,  Mr.  Moseley  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    -         -         -         -         - 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  thereon 
Sinking   Fund,   annual  report  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the,  transmitted       -         .         - 
copy  of  said  report     .         .         .         -         - 
Skinner,  Joseph  .M.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

read 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         - 

SUvery,  Mr.  Meigs  submitted  a  preamble  and 

resolutions  concerning  .  .  -  - 
Mr.  Foot  offered  resolutions  on   the  subject 

of,  in  the  Territories  .  .  -  - 
proceedings  and  memorial  of  the  people  of 

Newport        ...... 

proceedings  and  memorial  of  the  people  of 

Hartford 

Slave  Trade,  a  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  in  relation  to  the,  re- 
ferred     

Mr.  Cuthbert  submitted  a  resolution  con- 
cerning the    -.---- 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  a  committee 
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1803 


a  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  President 

to  negotiate  with  foreign  Powers  on   the 

means   of  abolishing   the  African,  read 

twice     ---.... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Sloan,  John,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified,  &c.    - 

speech  of,  on  the  Land  bill        -         .         . 
Slocumb,  John  of  North  Carolina,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 

remarks  of,  on  the  military  appropriations  - 
Smart,  Robert,  on  motion   of  .Mr.  Woodbridge, 
the  claim  of.  was  referred        ... 
Smith,   James  8.,  of  North  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, &c.        -         .         .        . 
remarks  of,  on  the  Census  bill   ... 
on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the  Maine  bill  1408 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  the  Savannah  suf- 
ferers     

speech  of,  on  the  proposed  amendment  of 
the  Constitution  as  it  regards  Electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President  -         -   1903 

Smith,  Bernard,  of  New  Jersey,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

Smith,  Samuel  of  Maryland,  was  qualified,  &c.     701 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  touching  Army 

executions     -..-.. 
on  Mr.  Trimble's  resolutions      ... 
on  the  Property  bill  .         -         . 
on  the  Navy  deficiency  bill 
on  Mr.  Taylor's  restriciivc  resolution 
speech  of,   on   the  appropriations   for  the 

Navy     ....... 

remarks   of,   on   Mr.  Strother's  resolutions 

respecting  the  finances  .... 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Storr's  amendment  to  the 

Missouri  bill  ...... 

remarks  of,  on  taking  up  the  appropriation 

bills 

on  the  military  appropriations  ... 
on  the  fortifications  ..... 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General  Wilkinson  - 

on  sales  at  auction 

on  the  Loan  bill         -        218-5,  2193,  2198,  2238 

Smith,  Ballard  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  &c.    •     703 
Smyth,    Alexander  of  Virginia,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 

remarks  of,  on  Army  executions 

speech  of,  on  the  Property  bill   ... 

on  .Mr.  Taylor's  amendment  to  the  Missouri 

bill         -         - 

on  the  military  appropriations    ... 

Smyth,  Richard,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 

L'efof 

twice  read,  and  referred     .        .        .        - 

reported  without  amendment      ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Southard,  Henry  of  New  Jersey,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seal 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  Indian 

trading-houses 

Rn^th  America.  Mr.  Clay  submitted    resolutions 

respecting  Minisiers  to  - 
debate  on  the  resolutions    -         -         -         - 
the  first  resolution  providing  for  Ministers 

to.  carried      -        -         -         - 
the  remaining  resolutions  withdrawn 
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1635 
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Spain,  Mr.  Floyd  submitted  a  resolution   asking 
information  concerning  the  extent  of  ter- 
ritory ceded  by  the  treaty  with         -         .     948 
the  resolution  negatived     -         •         .         -     949 
Mr.  Keid  submitted  a  resolution  of  inquiry 
concerning  the  sute  of  our  relations  with, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Foreign   Relations  -         .         .         .  1411 

,    ■       report  of  said  committee  thereon         -         -  1618 
a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  on  the  same  subject      ... 
another  Message,  with  sundry  documenU 

in  relation  to  the  treaty  witb 
another  Message,  transmitting  letters  from 
the  Minister  at  Madrid   .... 

Spanish  Spoliations,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  the 
President  was  requested  to  furnish  any 
information  he  may  possess  in  relation  to 
claims  for       .....         . 

a  Message  from  the  President  in  reply 
Spence,  Grceme  Keith,  a  bill  for  relief  of,   twice 

read 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Sprigg,  Jenifer  T.     (See  Deputy  Surveyors.) 
Standing  Committees,  appointment  of  the 
State  Papers,  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  authorizing 
subscription  to  certain  volumes  of,  read 

twice 

considered,  and  amended  -         .         .         . 
and,  on  motion,  indefinitely  postponed 
State   Universities,    Mr.  Butler,  of  New  York, 
submitted    a    resolution,    instructing   the 
Committee  of  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into 
the  ex|M,diency  of  granting  to  each  State 
a  tract  of  land  for  endowment  o(,    - 
agreed  to,^  and  referred  accordingly     . 
report  that  it  is  inexpedient 
Statistical  Accounts  of  Commerce  and  IVaviga. 
tion,  report  containing    .... 

Statue  of  Washington,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to 
remit  the  duties  on  a,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred   ......         ^ 

reported  without  amendment     . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Steele,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment    - 

read,  and  concurred  in       -         •         .         . 
Stenographers,  Mr.  Pindall's  motion  concerning, 

negatived       -         -         -         .         .         -   1634 
Stevens,  James,  of  Connecticut,  was  qualified    -     701 
speech  of,  on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the 
Missouri  bill  .         -         .         -         .         .   1593 
Stevens,  Ebenezer,  and  Austin  L.  Sands,  a  bill 
from  the  Senate  for  relief  of.  twice  read, 
and  referretl  -         -         .         .         .   iggy 

reported  without  amendment      ...  2156 
ordered  to  he  on  the  table  -         -         -         .  2242 


Page.  jStorrs,  Henry  R. — continued. 


[  remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Cannon 

on  the  Navy  Deficiency  bill 
speech  of,  on  the  Appropriation  bill 
on  his  amendment  to  the  same  - 
on  the  Maine  bill        ... 
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1952 
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on  his  resolution  to  print  the  secret  journal  1062, 

w     „  1056 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Pinckney    - 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  amendmenU  to 

the  Maine  bill 

on  the  appropriation  for  fortifications 

on  printmg  the  secret  journal 

on  the  Senate  amendments   to  the  Military 

appropriations         .... 
on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at  auction  2174,2196 
on  the  Loan  bill         ...         -2192  2202 
Street.  Randall  A.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,' 

and  took  his  seat 

Strong,  William,  of  Vermont,  was  qualified,  &c. 
Strong,  James,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  &c. 
Strother,  George  F.,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  scat 

remarks  of,  on  executions  in  the  Army 
on  the  Circuit  Court  bill    ...      782,  784 
on  his  resolution  respecting  the  finances     -  '  917 
speech  of,  on  printing  the  secret  journal,  &.c   1066 
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701 
701 
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for 


Stewart,  Susannah,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read   1808 


ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Stockbridge  Indians.  (See  Konkopot,  Jacob,  ire.) 
Storrs,  Henry  R.,  of  New  York  was  qualified    - 
remarks  of,  on  executions  in  the  Army 

on  the  Property  bill 

on  his  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  same 


in  reply  to  Mr.  Storrs 

on  the  Senate  amendments   to  the   Maine 

bill , 

a  letter  from,  resigning  his  seat  - 

StuU  and  Wilhams.on  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  the 

Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  report 

copies  of  any  agreement  with,  relative  to 

a  loan  of  powder,  &c. 

(See  Loaria  of  Powder,  6(c.) 

Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  appointment  of 

a  select  committee  on  the         -         .         . 

Supreme  Court.     (See  Riportt  of  Decisions  in 

the.) 
Surviving  Officers  of  the  Revolution,  a  bill 
relief  of,  read  twice         ... 
first  section  struck  out 
Swartwout,  Robert,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 

rehefof 

read  twice,  and  referred      .... 
reported  without  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         . 
Sweden,  documents   m   relation    to   indemnity 

against _ 

Swiss,  the  Speaker  presented  the   petition  of  a 
company  of,  referred        .... 
committee  discharged  .... 

St,  Charles,  Missouri,  the  Speaker  presented  a 
letter  from  the  trustees  of  the  town  of,  re- 
specting the  commons,  referred 
St.  Domingo,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  on 
sundry  claims  for  indemnity  for  spoliations 
committed  by  the  authorities  of 
the  report  in  full,  on  the  petition  of  Samuel 
G.  Perkins,  and  others 
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1406 
2243 
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741 
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2259 


T. 


Parifr,  the  Speaker  presented  a  petition  from 
Pennsylvania,  praying  such  a  revision  of 
the,  as  to  encourage  manufactures,  re- 
ferred -  .  .  .  .  .  -711 
•Mr.  Edwards,  of  Connecticut,  presented  a 
similar  petition,  referred         .        -        .     yjj 


CI 


INDEX. 


Cii 


Houte  Proceedings  and  Debater. 


Tariff — continued.  Paee 

Mr.  Eddy  presented  a  petition  of  the  ladies 

of  Rhode  Island,  referred         -         -         . 
Mr.    Sergeant   presented  a  petition   of  the 

Philadelphia  Chamber  of  Commerce 
-Mr.  Tyler,  of  Virginia,  presented  a  counter 

memorial 

a  comparative  view  of  the  existing 

Tarr,  Christian,  of  Pennsylvania  was  quaUfied, 

and  took  his  seat      -         -  .         . 

Taylor,  John   W.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 

remarks  of,   on  the   resolution  concerning 
army  executions 

remarks  of,  introductory  of  his  restrictive  res- 
olution   

on  the  resolution  allowing  bounty  land  to 
minors  -.--... 

on  his  second  resolution  restricting  slavery  - 
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speech  of,  on  his  motion  to  amend  the  Mis- 
souri bill 950 

Tennaliytown,  Mr.  Warfield  presented  a  petition 
of  the  inhabitanu  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, praying  a  repeal  of  the  act  author- 
iiing  a  turnpike  from  Georgetown  to       -  1626 
Term  of  Office,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  limit  the, 
in  certain  cases,  to  four  years,  read  twice, 
and  referred   -         -         -         -         .         -  2214 
reported  without  amendment      -         .         .  2230 
Terrill,  George   W.,  of  Georgia,  was   qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 703 

Territorial  Government  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, Mr.  Whitman  submitted  a  resolution 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of    -         -     794 

resolution  negatived 800 

Thanks  to  the  S{ieaker,  on  motion  of  Mr.  War- 
field,  a  vote  of 2250 

Three  per  Centurfi,  a  bill  to  provide  for  paying 
to  Illinois,  on  the  proceeds  of  land  sales, 

Ac,  read  twice 1381 

TomUnson,  Gideon,  of  Connecticut,  was  quah- 

fied,  and  took  his  seat     -         .         .         .     701 
Tompkins,  Caleb,  of  New  York,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat     -         -         -         -         .     701 
Topographical  ReporU,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cook, 
the    Secretary   of  War   was    directed   to 
report  the  several,  respecting  the  practi- 
cability of  connecting  the  waters  of  Illinois 
river  with  Lake  .Michigan       -         -         .     733 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  in  reply     -         -     801 
referred   to   the  Committee  on   Roads  and 

Canals 845 

Townsend,   Peter.     (See  Johnson,  James,  «kc.) 
Tracy,  Albert  H..  of  New  York,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 

auction 2175 

Trade  with  the  Indian  Tribes,  report  on  the  pe- 
tition from  St.  Louis  on  the  subject  of    -     891 
Trading-Houses,  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  for  a 

further  time  the  actestablishing,  read  twice   1290 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -  1330 
Transfer  of  Appropriations,  the  Speaker  present- 
ed a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with 

a  statement  of  the 820 

Transportation  of  Baggage,  6ic.,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Cocke,  the  Military  Committee  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  and  report  the 
allowances  made  to  officers  of  the  Army     750 


Treasury  Department,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 
the  better  organization  of  the  - 

read  twice,  and  referred      -         .         .         . 

reported  without  amendment      - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,  a  bill 
in  addition  to  the  several  acts  establishing 
and  regulating  the,  read  twice 

bill  recommitted         -         -        -         .        . 

reported  with  amendments 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        . 
Trimble,  David,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified,  &c. 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  touching  army 
executions 

speech  of,  on  his  resolution  relating  to  draw- 
backs, &c.      ----.. 

on  the  Navy  appropriations         -         -         . 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  re- 
specting accountability  -         -         .  1067, 1069 

on  the  military  appropriations     ...  1624 

speech  of,  on  .Mr.  Clay's  resolution  respect- 
ing alienation,  &c.  .... 

on  the  Loan  bill  ..... 

Tucker,  George,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  &c. 

speech  of,  on  the  .Missouri  bill     . 
Tucker,  Sterling,  of  South  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, &.C.  -.-... 
Two  Millions,  a  bill  authorizing  the  President  to 
borrow,  read  twice  .... 
amended  by  increasing  the  amount     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         .         - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .         -         - 
(See  Loan.) 
Tyler,  John,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  &.c. 

remarks  of,  on  the  claim  of  Samuel  G.  Ad- 
ams         738 

speech  of,  on  the  .Missouri  bill    -         -         -  1382 
on  the  revision  of  the  tariff        ...  1952 


1807 
1808 
1819 
2249 


898 

934 

1593 

1672 

1676 

702 

730 

744 

818 


1756 
2185 

702 
1525 

702 

1837 
2203 
2239 
2244 

702 


U. 

Uffington,  Thomas  S.,  Mr.  Wendover  presented 

the  petition  of         .....     791 
Unauthorized  Levies,  report  of  Mr.  Storrs  on  the 

subject  of 1542 

three  thousand  copies  of  the  report  ordered 

to  be  printed 1552 

Unexpended  .Appropriations,  Mr.  Lowndes  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  on  the  subject  of        -     820 
considered,  and  agreed  to  -         -         •         -     821 
Uniform  Militia,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  estab- 
lish a,  read  twice 1617 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -  1912 
Uniform  System  of  Bankruptcy,  memorial  of  the 

merchants  of  Boston  on  a        -         -         -  2430 
memorial  from  merchants  of  New  York      -  2449 
United  Agricultural  Society  of  Virginia.     (See 

Imports.) 
Unlocated  Claims  to  Land,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 

iiersons  holding  confirmed,  read  twice     -     845 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  1837 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -  184^ 
Unproductive  Post  Routes,  report  of  the  Post- 
master General  of 1837 

Unsatisfied  Warrants,  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire 
concerning,  to  the  Virginia  hne      -        -  1594 
report  thereon 1717 
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Unsettled  Balances,  a  letter  from  the  Com[)troI-  j 

ler,  with  a  list  of  -         -         .         -         .   1355  | 

Upham,  Nath'l,  of  N.  Hampshire,  was  qualified     701  I 

V. 


Page. 


Vaccination,  Mr.  Kent  presented  the  petition 
of  an  association  friendly  to,  praying  an 
act  of  incorporation,  referred  -         .     858 

copy  of  the  memorial  on  the  subject  of        -  2445 
Van  Cleef,  John  M.     (See  DelisU,  Anthony.) 
Van   Rensselaer,  Solomon,  of  IS'ew  York,  was 

qualified         •         .         .         .         .         -701 
'  Van     Swearingen,  Thomas,   of   Virginia,    was 

qualified  ---...     702 

Vasse,  Ambrose,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice  -  1918 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2243 
Vessels  of  War,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  author- 
ize the  building  of  a  ceriain  number  of  .  1912 
twice  read,  and  referred  ....  1943 
reported  ^jpth  amendments  ...  2009 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         .  2240 

Vincennes  District,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain 

settlers  in  the,  read  twice       ...     qqq 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...   1907 

read  the  third  time,  and   passed  •         .  1809 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in  -         -         .         -         .2213 
Vining,  Charles.     (See  Cadets.) 
Virginia,  Mr.  Floyd  submitted  a  resolution  con- 
cerning the  western  district  of        -         -     820 
on    motion    of   Mr.  Pindall,   the   Judiciary 
Committei)    were    instructed    to    inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  altering  the  lime 
for  holding  ihe  circuit  court  in  the  west- 
ern district  of 897 

a  bill  to  that  effect,  twice  read  .         -         .     913 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -     914 

Vreeland,  Nicholas,  a  bill  from    the  Senate   for 
relief  of  the  heirs  of,  read  twice,   and  re- 
ferred   ----...     877 
reported  without  amendment     -         •         -     898 
ordered  to  a  third  rcHding  ...   iqq% 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         -  1701 

W. 

Walker,  Felix,  of  North  Carolina,  was  qualified     702 
remarks  of,  on  limiting  the  quantity  of  land 

for  sale 1330 

Walker,  David,  of  Kentucky,  was  quahfied       -     702 
the  death  of,  announced  by  Mr.  Quarles       -   1568 
resolutions  consequent  thereon  -         -         -  1572 
Wallace,  James,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified     701 
War  Department,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of, 
asking  four  additional  clerks  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the.  referred         ....     78O 
(See  Clerks.) 
Ward,  Samuel,  a  bill  from   the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of,  read  twice,  and  referred    -         -     779 
report  recommending  rejection  -         -         -     933 
Warfield,  Henry  R.,  of  .Maryland,  was  qualified     701 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  accommodate  the 

circuit  court  - 715 

on  the  bill  for  benefit  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  885 
speech  of,  on  printing  the  Secret  Journal  -  1063 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  military  appropriations     -         .         .  1789 

on  the  District  Banks  bill  .         •  1812,   1824 

on  sales  at  auction     .         .         .         .         -2176 

introducing  bis  motion  for  a  vote  of  thanks 

to  the  Speaker 2450 


718 


845 

1451 
1454 

1833 
1837 
1863 
S180 
2 

2213 
2230 


-  2205 


705 
1837 
1820 


Washington,  Mr.  Kent  presented  the  petiu'on  of 
the  Mayor,  &c.  of,  praying  the  renewal  of 
acts  concerning,  which  expire  on  the  4th 
of  .\I  arch,  referred  -         -         .         . 

a  bill  to  incorporate  the  city  of,  and  to  re- 
peal all  former  acts  for  this  purpose,  read 
twice     ---.... 

»  bill  from  the  Senate  further  to  amend  the 
charter  of,  read  twice      .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

another  bill  from  the  Senate  to  incorporate 
the  inhabitants  of,  &c.  -         -         -         . 

twice  read,  and  referred     -  -  .  . 

reported  with  amendments         ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         -  «.,^ 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended  220 

the  Senate  disagree  to  the  amendmenU,  and 
a  conference  is  agreed  upon  -         -         - 

report  of  the  managers,  concurred  in  - 

Washington  Turnpike  Road  Company,  a  bill  to 
repeal  certain  parts  of  the  act  authorizing 
them  to  extend  their  road,  <Scc..  read 
twice 

Ways  and  .Means,  appointment  of  the  commit- 
tee of    

report  of  said  committee    -         -         -         . 

Webster,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of.  twice  read     - 

Weights  and  Measures,  .Mr.  Allen,  of  .Massachu- 
setts, submitted  a  resolution  on  the  subject 
of,  but  withdrew  it  at  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Lowndes,  that  the  Secretary  of  State 
had  the  matter  under  consideration 

Wells,  Mary,  Mr.  Kent  presented  the  petition  of 
sundry  inhabitanU  of  .\nnapolis  on  behalf 
of,  referred 

Wells,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third  reading - 
read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted     - 
reported  and  laid  on  the  table     - 

West  QuodJy  Head,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Hill  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provi- 
ding a  bell  near  the  lighthouse  on,  «Scc.  - 

Western    Depot,    .Mr.   Cook   submitted   sundry 
resolutions  in  relation  to  a     - 
the  House  refused  to  consider  it 

Western  Roads,  the  same  gentleman  submitted 
■  resolution  concerning 
referred   to  the   Committee   of  Ways  and 
Means  ---.... 

Whale  Fisheries,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Strong,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  encouraging  native 
Americans  engaged  in  the      ... 

Wheaton,  Joseph,  the  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of,  was  referred  to  the  Attorney 
General  --.... 

letter  from  that  officer  thereon  ... 

White,  William,  a  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  tranFmitting  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  concerning 
the  imprisonment  of,  at  Buenos  Ayrea    - 

White  River,  .Mr.  Hendricks  presented  a  peti- 
tion on  the  subject  of  obstruction  to  the 
navigation  of 928 

Whitlock,  Ambrose,  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  agreed  to 858 
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855 
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-   1331 


1332 


850 


991 
1137 
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Whitman,  Eiekiel,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quali 
ficd,  &c.  ----.. 
remarks  of,  on  Revolutionary  pensions 
on  the  bill  to  accommodate  the  circuit  court 
speech  of,  on  his  resolution  for  territorial 
government  of  the  District  of  Columbia  - 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Barbour     -         .         .         . 

on  the  Maine  bill 

remarks  of,  on  the  ratio  of  representation    .     «.„« 

on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the  Maine  bill   1407 

speech  of,  on  the  revision  of  the  tariff         .   1998 

\N  ilcox,  Richard,  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary 

of  State  to  issue  letters  patent  to,  read 

twice     ---.-..     928 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  the  same  effect     -  1596 


701 

747 
783 

794 
797 
836 
903 


read  twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Wile,  Conrad.     (See  Alelc/iior,  Isaac.) 
Wilkinson,  James,    .Mr.   Rankin  presented  the 
memorial  of,  referred      .... 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice      ... 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 


1597 
1699 
1701 


1289 
1617 
1831 


discussed,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    .  1835 


1837 
702 


.  702 


-  727 

-  738 

-  738 

-  1616 

-  1813 

-  2140 
238 


read  the  third  lime,  and  passed 
Williams,  Jared,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  &c. 
W'illiams.  Elisha  VV.     (See  Beatty,  Charles  A.) 
Williams,  James.     (See  Gooding,  John.) 
Williams,  Lewis,  of  North  Carolina,  was  quali 

fied,  &.C 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Gross's  resolution  con 

cerning  Pittsburg  losses  •         •      724,  725 

on  his  resolution  concerning  executions  in 

'.he  army 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Smith         .... 
on  the  claim  of  8.  G.  Adams      -         .         . 
on  the  military  appropriatiuni:    ... 
on  the  Navigation  bill         .... 
speech  of,  on  his  Navy  resolutions 
remarks  of,  on  the  Loan  bill       ... 
Williams,  John  8.,  the  Speaker  presented  a  let- 
ter from,  explanatory  of  the  loan  of  powder 
to  the  firm  of  Stull  <fc  Williams,  &c.       -   1690 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  same  subject   1899 
Willis,  Henry,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of,  twice  read  -         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading             ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table 

taken  up,  and  passed  .... 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  agreed  to  -         .         .  . 

Winter,  Elisha  and  William,  a  bill  from  the  Sen 

ate  concerning        -         -         -         .         . 

twice  read,  and  referred      -  .  -         . 

committee  discharged,  and  bill  laid  on  the 

table 

Withers.  Thomas  C.  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  -         . 

read  the  third  tune,  and  passed 


1242 
1821 

1822 
1848 


-  2184 

2221 
2231 


2234 
1659 
1821 
1822 


returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  2202 
considered,  and  a:;rred  to  -  -  .  2205 

Wood.  Silas,  of  New  Vork,  was  qualified,  &c.  -     701 
Woodbridge,   W.   W.,  delegate  from  Michigan, 

wns  qualified.  &r.  ....     712 

Worthington,  Gad,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  referred -     718 

reported  without  amendment      -         -         -     733 
read  the  third  time,  and  rejected  -         -     738 


Worthington,  Thomas,  a  letter  from  the  Comp- 
troller  correcting  a  mistake  in  the  balance 
reported  against 


Page. 


1454 


778 

905 
938 


-  1409 


Yeas  and  Nays,  on  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  Seminole  bill    -         -         .         .         . 
on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions in  the  case  of  Mr.  Mallary      - 
on  postponing  the  Missouri  bill 
on  committing  the  Senate  amendments  to 

the  .Maine  bill         -         .         - 
on    disagreeing  to  certain   amendments  of 

Sesame 1455,1456 

on  disagreeing  to  the  compromise  -  .  1457 
on  insisting  upon  disagreement  -        .  1553 

on  insisting  on  all  other  amendments  .  1554 

on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Storrs  to  the  Mis. 

«>u"b'" 1564 

on  Mr.  Taylor's  restriction  ...  1555 
on  another  amendment  by  the  same  -  -  1566 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  Missouri  bill  -  1567 
on  final  passage  of  the  same  •  .  .  1572 
on  concurring  with  the  Senate  amendment 

to  the  same 1586, 1587 

0:1  amending  the  rules  and  orders       -         -  1593 
on  the  amount  of  appropriation  for  fortifi- 
cations   

on  the  appropriation  for  the  .Military  Acad- 
emy      - 

on  the  appropriation  for  pensions 
on  the   appropriation  for  the   Cumberland 
road       ----... 
on  rejecting  the  bill  for  said  road 
on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Rev- 

olutionary  Pension  bill   - 
on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Senate 

bill  respecting  the  Seminole  war     - 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  concerning 
the  publication  of  the  laws      ... 
on  amending  the  bill  to  provide  for  certain 
persons  engaged  in    the  land   and  naval 
service  in  the  Revolutionary  war     1705, 
on  ptiktponing  the  bill  to  amend  the  Revolu- 
tionary Pension  act         .... 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 

Delisle  and  others 

on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Cas- 

tine  bill 

on  disagreeing  to  the  Senate  amendments 

to  the  Military  .Appropriation  bill    - 
on  postponing  the  District  Banks  bill 
on  recommitting  the  same 
on  striking  out  a  section  of  the  Revolution 

ary  Pension  bill     .... 
on  discharging  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
from  the  Tariff  bill          .... 
on  the  third  reading  of  Mr.  Cobb's  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution 
on  Mr.  Lowndes's  resolution  relating  to  man- 
ufactures         

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  concerning 

the  Mohiccans 

on  a  motion  concerning  the  tariff 
on  amending  the  Land  bill 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 
on  amending  the  bill  for  clothing  the  Ar- 
my          1901,  1902 
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Public  AOt  and  Ruolutioni. 


Yea»  and  Nays — continued. 

on  postponing  the  Tariff  bill  to  next  session 
on  reducing  the  salt  duty  •         .         -         . 
on  a  call  for  the  previous  question 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  Importation  bill 
on  recommitting  the  same          .         .         - 
on  postponing  the  same  to  next  session 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 
on  striking  out  the  first  section  of  the  Du- 
ties bill 

on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Auc- 
tion bill 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same 
on  reconsidering  the  last  vote     •         .         . 
on  the  filial  passage  of  said  bill  .         .         . 
on  reconsidering  iu  passage       -       ■<« 
on  postponing  it  to  next  session 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  fixing  the 
time  for  the  next  meetini^  of  Congress 
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2137 
2138 
2139 
2139 
2154 
2155 
215r. 

2171 

2178 
2178 
2182 
2184 
2201 
2201 


-  2221  i 


Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  Page. 

on  the  final  pajtsage  of  the  resolution  con- 
cerning revolutionary  pensions         •         -  2223 

on  laying  on  the  table  the  resolution  re- 
specting the  slave  trade  ...  2236 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  building 

small  vesseU  of  war        ....  2239 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  Navigation  bill  2240 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  hill  to  lay  out  a 
road -         -  2244 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  Loan  bill  •         -  2244 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  better 
organization  of  the  Treasury  Department  2249 
Yellow  Stone  River,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke, 
the  Military  Committee  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into   and  report  the  olijects  of 
the  expedition  ordered  to  the  mouth  of  the     750 
report  of  the  committee  thereon  -         -     848 
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PUBLIC  ACTS  AND  RESOLUTIONS. 


A. 


Abstracts  of  Land,  an  act  to  authorize  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Illinois  to  obtain  certain,  for 
certain  public  offices       ....  2626 

Additional  Naval   Force,  an  act   to   amend  the 

act  authorizing  the  employment  of  an     -  2621 

Alabama,  an  act  establishing  a  district  court  in  2576 
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the  UDited  States,  for  the  slaves  were  considered 
and   proActed  as   property  on  both  sjd«  of  the 
Spanish  line,  and  the  emigrants  from  the»  United 
States  found   the  additional  quantity  of  granted 
land  they  could  acquire  for  every  slave,  made  their 
removal  advantageous.     Who,  then,  under  these 
circumstances,  would  have  thought  the  property 
of  slaves  insecure  by  the  provision  in  the  treaty  for 
the  maintenance  and  security  of  property  1    An- 
terior to  the  treaty  of  cession  the  citizens  of  the 
old  United  States  received  large  suras  of  money 
for  slaves  sold  and   tran.sjwrted  by  the  avenue  of 
the  Mississippi  to  Louisiana ;  and  had  the  treaty  pre- 
served a  total  silence,  wiih  regard  to  the  protec- 
tion of  property,  it  would  be  irreconcileable  with 
justice  that  we  should  first  sell  those  slaves  to  the 
mhabitanLs,  and,  after  securing  the  price,  proceed 
to  emancipate  them,  or  lessen  their  utility  or  value 
by  emancipating  their  descendants.    We  are  asked 
to  bind,  limit,  or  manacle  the  proposed  State  of 
Missouri.     Are  we  to  do  so  because  we  are  more 
trustworthy  respecting   their  own  interests  than 
themselves?     We  have  legislated  pver  the  people 
of  that  Territory  for  seventeen  years,  and,  during 
all  that  time,  our  humanity  slumbered.     We  suf- 
fered slaves  to  pass  the  Mississippi,  and  thereby 
enhanced  the  price  of  our  lands;  and,  in  propor- 
tion as  we  anticipate  the  closing  the  land  sales, 
and   the  cessation  of  our  mterest  in  permitting 
slaves  to  go.  our  humane  sympathies  are  excited 
until  we  at  last  become  so  willing  to  prohibit  sla- 
very that  we  contemplate  a  new  sort  ol  State,  with 
only  a  portion  of  the  features  and  capacities  re- 
tained by  the  other  parties  to  our  great  compact. 
I  will   now  give  attention  to  what  gentlemen 
who  favor  the  restriction  have  urged,  on  the  score 
of  precedent.    They  say  they  are  authorized,  from 
the  restrictions  imposed  on  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Il- 
linois, to  build  the  power  of  Congress  to  adopt  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  on 
precedents.     Precedejits  may  be  useful  to  impart 
to  free  government  uniform  and  steady  nerves,  and 
to  guard  against  the  encroachments  of  prejudice 
and  passion.     There  can,  however,  be  no  prece- 
dent in  relation  to  the  powers  of  our  national  com- 
pact of  such  antiquity  as  to  acquire  any  great  por- 
tion of  authority  when  unaccompanied  by  demon- 
strations of  their  orthodoxy ;  for  the  Constitution 
was  only  adopted  in   1787,  since  which,  and  until 
this  Wmter,  the  history  and  journal  of  theConven- 
Uon  have  been  secret.     But,  in  subscribing  to  the 
authority  and  utility  of  precedents,  it  should  be  re- 
membered iliut  thev  are  not  to  transcend  their  le- 
gitimate sphere.     When  a  jurisdiction,  power,  or 
authority,  is  found  or  known  to  exist,  precedents  i 
are  interposed,  that  it  may  not  be  perverted  by  the  \ 
use  of  arbitrary  discretion  ;  but  this  jurisdiction  ur 
power  must  be  shown  to  exist  before  we  admit  its 
need  ol  precedents  for  its  regulation.    An  attempt 
IS  here  rnade,  not  to  regulate  the  powers  and  busi- 
ness of  Congre.ss  by  precedents,  but  l^erive  those 
powers  ;ilsfj  from  the  same  source,     n  precedents 
were  lawful  weapons  in  accomplishing  such  an 
object,  how  easy  would  be  the  task  o?  sbowing 
that  the  SUite  L'^gislatures  could  pass  bankrupt 
laws,  which  they  have  always  done,  although  the 
lUth  Con.  Isi  Skss.— 41 


supreme  tribunal  has  lately  declared  a  different 
opinion  ?  How  easy  also  might  the  obligation  of 
the  State  magistrates  and  judges  to  execute  the 
laws  of  the  Union  be  established,  although  denied 
by  the  most  respectable  authorities  in  the  States? 
Indeed,  the  admission  of  precedent  as  authority  on 
such  topics  would  ripen  the  confederacy  into  that 
condition,  at  no  very  distant  period,  in  which  it 
might  be  asserted  that  the  powers  of  Congress,  like 
those  of  the  British  Parliament,  had  their  base  in 
precedent,  and  not  in  the  grants  of  our  written 
Constitution.  I  am,  however,  wrong  in  wasting 
time  in  exceptions  against  the  improper  use  of  pre- 
cedents; for,  with  the  admission  that  precedents 
could  as  well  have  place  in  giving  birth  to  politi- 
cal power  as  in  the  regulation  of  confessed  powers, 
the  restriction ists  will  acquire  nothing  serviceable 
to  them,  because  precedents  are  in  no  case  valuable 
unless  considered  as  adjustments,  on  mature  delib- 
eration, of  contested  questions  ;  whereas,  the  peo- 
ple of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  having  consented 
to  all  the  regulations  sought  for  by  Congress,  and 
those  regulations  being  called  into  existence,  as  it 
were,  by  their  request,  the  question  of  the  power  of 
Congress  was  not  disputed  or  discussed.  It  is  ad- 
mitted that  the  people  of  Missouri  are  unwilling  to 
be  restricted,  and  the  question  now  first  presents 
itself  as  to  our  Constitutional  power  to  impose  the 
restriction  without  their  consent. 

The  view  wliich  I  have  submitted  suffices,  in 
my  humble  opinion,  to  show  that  the  position  as- 
sumed by  the  restrictionists  is  not  susceptible  of 
aid  from  precedents,  and  if  it  was,  that  there  are 
no  legitimate  or  proper  precedents  to  aid  it ;  and 
here  1  would  be  willing  to  rest  this  topic,  were  it 
not  for  the  strange  and  objectionable  inferences 
which  gentlemen  strive  to  deduce  from  the  ordi- 
nance ol  1787,  for  the  government  of  the  territory 
northwest  of  the  Ohio  river.  The  fourth  section 
of  that  ordinance  declares  ''that  certain  articles 
shall  be  considered  as  articles  of  compact  between 
the  original  States  and  the  people  and  States  of 
that  Territory,  and  forever  remain  unalterable, 
unless  by  common  consent :"  and  the  sixth  article 
declares  that  "  there  shall  be  neither  .slavery  nor  in- 
voluntary servitude  in  the  territory." 

Gentlemen  insist  that  this  article  restrained  the 
people  of  Ohio,  and  the  other  States  formed  in 
that  Territory,  from  adopting  any  provision  in- 
consistent with  it  in  their  State  constitutions,  with- 
out the  consent  of  Congress,  and  at  the  same  time 
afforded  an  instance  of  the  authority  of  Congress 
thus  to  restrain  the  new  States,  This  aspect  of 
the  ordinance  is  certainly  plausible  at  first  view, 
but  not  dangerous ;  for  the  idea  of  a  power  in  Con- 
gress not  only  to  impose  on  the  people  of  a  State 
a  constitution  not  dictated  by,  or  growing  out  of 
the  federal  compact,  but  to  impose  such  arbitrary 
constitution  on  a  jxople  before  they  have  sprung 
into  existence,  as  was  the  case  with  regard  to  the 
then  iuture  or  expected  communities  of  Ohio,  In- 
diana, and  Illinois,  is  apt  to  shock  the  imagina- 
tion, and  stimulate  such  further  inquiry  as  must 
obviate  the  errc-r. 

1  contenrl  that  the  sixth  article  of  the  ordinandi^ 
whatever  be  its  naodeof  expression,  was  temporary 
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in  its  operation,  and  only  intended  to  be  adopted  - 
for  the  government  of  the  Territory  whilst  a  ter- 
ritory, dependent  on  the  legislation  of  Congress, 
and  would  have  been  no  part  of  the  State  consti- 
tution of  Ohio,  unless  by  the  free  adoption  of  the 
people  of  that  State.     To  give  it  this  interpreta- 
tion consists  both  with  the  obligations  of  Congress 
and  the  peculiar  relation  between  Congress  and 
the  Territory.     It  will  consist,  in  the  first  place, 
•with  the  obligation  incurred  by  Congress  in  the 
acceptance  of  the  cession  of  the  territory  from  Vir 
ffinia,  the  deed  of  cession  having  provided  that  the 
States  to  be  formed  in  the  Territory  should  be  dis- 
tinct, republican  States,  and  admitted  members  of 
the  federal  Union,  having  the  same  rights  of  sov- 
ereignty, freedom,  and  independence,  as  the  other 
States,  which  they  would  not  have,  unless  permit- 
ted to  govern  themselves  in  all  respects  where  not 
restrained  by  the  federal  obligation.     I  say,  in  the 
second  place,  that  the  interpretation  I  give  best 
consists  with  the  relations  which  existed  between 
Congress  and  the  Territory;  for  the  communities 
forming  in  the  Territory,  being  destined  for  free 
States,  and  Congress  having  only  a    temporary- 
power  over  the  Territory,  it  was  not  presumable 
that  Congress,  in  such  circumstances,  could  desire 
to  make  an  everlasting  regulation — no,  not  even 
by  the  consent  of  the  people,  who  were  not  then  in 
bein^,  or  in  a  condition  to  do  any  thing  which 
would  bind  the  future  people  of  the  country,  as- 
sembled in  convention. 

Permit  me  now,  sir,  to  beg  a  more  particular 
examination  of  the  ordinance  of  1787,  and  a  view 
of  its  parts  in  their  just  distribution.  The  ordi- 
nance comprehends — 

1st.  A  constitution  and  bill  of  rights; 
2dly.  Provisions  for  the  creation  of  new  States; 
3dly.  A  recognition  of  the  mutual  interests  and 
relations  which   shall   subsist  between  the  new 
States  and  Congress. 

The  first  two  parts,  the  con.stitution  and  bill  of 
rights,  and  the  provisions  for  the  birth  of  new 
States,  were  intended  as  temporary  regulations. 
The  third,  or  the  part  in  relation  to  the  respective 
or  mutual  interests  of  Congress  and  the  new  States, 
was  to  remain  perpetual. 

1st.  The  ordinance  comprehends  a  constitution 
and  bill  of  rights.  The  constitution  is  found  in 
the  erection  of  a  Territorial  government.  In  pre- 
scribing the  respective  departments  of  that  gov- 
ernment, as  that  there  shall  be  a  Governor,  to  be 
appointed  by  Congress,  who  should  have  the  ap- 
pointment of  magistrates  and  civil  officers ;  that 
there  should  be  a  General  Assembly,  to  be  elected 
by  the  free  white  male  inhabitants  of  the  counties 
and  townships,  to  serve  for  the  term  of  two  years; 
that  there  should  be  a  Legislative  Council,  to  con- 
sist of  a  certain  number,  and  appointed  as  therein 
Krescribed;  that  the  Council  and  General  Assem- 
ly  should  have  legislative  powers,  subject,  how- 
ever, to  the  negative  of  the  Governor  ;  that  there 
should  be  a  secretary,  judges.  &c. ;  that  there  should 
be  BO  law  affecting  private  contracts,  nor  contrary 
to  the  ordinance,  &c.  Here,  then,  we  have  a  Ter- 
ritorial government,  with  legislative,  executive, 
and  judiciary  powers ;  but  the  ordinance  affords 


more.  The  framers  of  this  Territorial  constitu- 
tion were  men  fashioned  after  the  manners  and 
notions  of  our  English  ancestors,  who  have  always 
conceived  that  a  grant  or  recognition  of  legislative 
power  should  be  accompanied  by  a  ntofjna  charta, 
or  bill  of  rights,  declaratory  of  certain  fundamen- 
tal principles,  by  which  those  intrusted  with  such 
important  power  should  be  guided.  They  there- 
fore furnish  in  the  ordinance  a  bill  of  rights,  which, 
like  similar  declarations  theretofore  adopted  by 
many  of  the  States,  was  an  imitation  of  the  de- 
clarations of  mriffna  charta  and  of  the  bill  of  rights 
of  the  first  year  of  William  and  Mary.  We  ac- 
cordingly find  it  provided  that  the  |)eople  shall  be 
entitled  to  the  habeas  corpus,  trial  by  jury,  repre- 
sentation, judicial  proceedings  according  to  the 
course  of  the  common  law ;  that  bail  should  be 
allowed,  fines  be  moderate,  cruel  or  unusual  pun- 
ishments not  inflicted  ;  that  no  man  should  be  de- 
prived of  liberty  or  property  but  by  the  judgment 
of  his  peers  or  the  laws  of  the  land,  &c. 

2d.  The  ordinance  has  provisions  for  the  crea- 
tion of  new  States,  which  are  found  in  the  fifth 
article,  prescribing  the  time  and  circumstances  in 
which  the  new  States  should  be  formed. 

3d.  The  ordinance  contains  a  recognition  of 
certain  relations  of  interest  between  the  General 
Government  and  the  new  States,  which  is  found  in 
the  4th  article,  and  were  intended  to  remain  f)er- 
petual.  But  an  examination  of  the  provision>  of 
the  4th  article  (which  all  will  agree  was  to  be 
j)erpetual)  will  prove  the  just  caution  of  Congress 
m  abstaining  from  all  pretence  of  binding  those 
people  after  the  period  designed  for  their  emanci- 
pation. For  these  perpetual  provisions  are  mere 
declarations  of  the  obvious  rjghts  and  obligations 
which  would  at  all  events  have  governed  their 
mutual  relations,  if  not  inserted  in  the  ordinance, 
although  expressed  to  remove  doubts  and  give  as- 
surances to  those  who  might  feel  concernt^  ;  such 
as,  that  the  new  State  should  forever  remain  a  part 
of  the  Confederacy  ;  that  the  inhabitants  should 
contribute  their  portion  of  the  national  debt ;  that 
the  new  States  should  not  interfere  with  the  pri- 
mary' disposal  of  the  soil,  or  tax  the  hinds  of  the 
Unitft  States  ;  the  clause  also  declaring  that  the 
navigable  rivers  should  be  common  highways,  was 
the  proper  result  of  the  4th  article  of  the  old  act 
of  confederation  of  the  States. 

That  so  much  of  the  ordinance  as  I  have  desig- 
nated under  my  second  head,  which  prf  scribes  the 
time  and  manner  in  which  the  new  States  shall  be 
formed,  was  intended  to  be  temporary,  :ind  expire 
with  its  execution,  whenever  the  territory  became 
comjxtent  to  form  a  State  government,  will  not 
be  questioned. 

That  so  much  of  the  ordinance  contained  under 
my  first  division  as  created  a  constitutiun  for  the 
territorial  government,  was  only  intended  as  a  tem- 
porary provision,  is  also  evident,  as  no  one  will 
contend  th^the  territorial  constitution  and  depart- 
ments coula  continue  after  the  formation  of  a  State 
constitution  and  government.  That  so  much  of 
the  ordinance  (arranged  also  under  my  first  head) 
as  is  resolvable  into  a  bill  of  rights,  is  temporary 
with  regard  to  duration,  would  seem  to  follow  the 


I 


Fbbruaht,  1830. 


Aimusion  of  Muaouri. 


H.  or  R. 


admission  that  the  territorial  constitution  was  tem- 
porary, especially  if  I  am  right  in  supposing  (as  I 
nave  done)  that  the  object  and  use  or  the  bill  of 
rights  was  a  declaration  for  greater  certainty  of 
the  great  principles  which  was  to  govern  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  powers  granted  by  the  constitution. 
The  bill  of  rights  would  then  only  retain  its  being, 
whilst  the  constitution,  to  which  it  is  a  predicate, 
remained  in  force,  which  would  of  course  be  during 
the  continuance  of  the  territorial  government,  and 
no  longer.  But,  as  my  immediate  object  now  is 
to  arrive  at  the  result  that  the  bill  of  rights  was 
not  binding  on  the  people  of  Ohio  after  the  com- 
petency to  form  a  State  constitution,  my  purpose 
will  be  as  well  accomplished  by  the  suggestion  of 
an  idea  not  so  intimately  connected  with  duration. 

Bills  of  right,  or  declarations  of  right,  have  been 
resorted  to  by  our  ancestors,  to  secure  themselves 
against  the  abuse  or  oppression  of  legislative  or 
executive  authorities.  They  were  the  bonds  of  the 
sovereign,  held  by  the  people,  as  a  fence  against 
him.  They  conferred  no  legislative  or  executive 
powers  ;  but,  as  far  as  they  operated,  constrained 
those  powers.  They  diflered  from  our  modern 
American  constitutions,  as  an  imperfect  does  from 
a  perfect  right  or  obligation,  or  as  a  moral  obliga- 
tion is  different  from  a  legal  obligation ;  for  if  the 
bill  of  rights  was  transcended,  the  excess  was 
morally  wrong  ;  but,  if  the  constitution  be  trans- 
cended, its  legal  operation  is  felt  by  annulling  the 
excess  of  authority. 

As  a  bill  of  rignts  imposes  no  obligation,  except 
on  the  Government,  none  other  can  violate  it.    The 

f»eople  can  violate  no  obligation  in  relation  to  it, 
or  they  are  under  no  such  obligation.  It  is  a 
schedule  of  their  rights,  not  of  their  duties  ;  those 
rights  which  our  ancestors  were  used  to  say  "doth 
appertain  to  the  people  of  this  realm."  Who  ever 
heard  of  the  people  being  bound  by  a  bill  of  rights  ? 
Gentlemen  will  have  observed  that  the  threefold 
division  to  which  I  have  resorted  is  sufficient  to 
comprehend  the  whole  of  the  ordinance  of  1787  ; 
and  we  have  only  to  inquire  to  which  of  the  three 
respective  heads  is  the  6th  article,  inhibitincr  slavery, 
referable.  It  is  not  referable  to  the  third  head, 
which  comprehends  those  interests,  claims,  and 
obligations,  which  arise  out  of  the  relations  between 
Congress  and  the  new  States,  The  obligation  to 
discharge  a  portion  of  the  federal  debt,  to  exempt 
public  lands  from  taxation,  and  open  the  navigable 
rivers  to  the  whole  continent,  &c.,  were  objects 
affecting  the  permanent  relations  to  the  General 
Government ;  but  whether  slavery  should  exist  in 
that  country,  liketheprovisionsof  the  habeascorpus, 
jury  trial,  &c.,  only  concerned  that  temporary  con- 
nexion springing  from,  and  consequently  expiring 
with,  the  territorial  dependency. 

I  have,  moreover,  shown,  that,  in  adjusting  all 
other  relations  of  interest  and  obligation  between 
Congress  and  the  new  States,  (which  class  of  pro- 
visions I  admitted  to  be  perpetual,)  Congress  con- 
fined themselves  to  a  mere  declaration  or  recogni- 
tion of  rights  and  duties;  which  would  have  existed 
although  the  ordinance  had  been  silent.  If,  there- 
fore, the  6th  article,  containing  a  new  and  author- 
itative mandate,  be  forced  in  the  same  class,  it 


would  furnish  a  manifest  anomalism.  The  inhi- 
bition of  slavery  has  no  connexion  with  the  second 
division  of  the  ordinance,  which  only  regulates  the 
creation  of  new  Slates.  But  the  first  head  com- 
prehends the  inhibition.  It  is  either  a  part  of  the 
constitution  or  of  the  bill  of  rights  found  in  the 
ordinance,  nor  is  it  material  which  ;  for,  if  it  be  a 
clause  of  the  constitution,  its  operation  was  to  re- 
stain  the  territorial  legislature  from  the  toleration 
of  slavery,  and  expired  with  the  government  to 
which  it  gave  limits.  But,  if  it  is  to  be  considered 
a  portion  of  the  bill  of  rights,  it  expired  with  the 
extinction  of  the  powers  to  which  it  was  annexed 
as  a  restraint,  whether  we  are  to  look  for  those 
powers  in  the  territorial  government,  or  in  the 
temporary  authority  of  Congress  to  legi.slate  over 
the  country  in  its  territorial  grade,  and,  indeed,  as 
an  article  of  the  bill  of  rights,  never  had  any  force 
against  the  people  themselves. 

The  preamble  to  the  articles  in  the  ordinance 
expresses  the  motives  to  be,  for  extending  the  fun- 
damental principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
which  form  the  basis  whereon  these  republics, 
their  laws,  and  constitutions,  are  erected ;  to  fix 
and  establish  those  principles  as  the  basis  of  all 
laws,  constitutions,  and  governments,  which  for- 
ever hereafter  shall  be  formed  in  the  territory,  dec. 
And  this  preamble,  which  good  men  might  call  a 
declaration  of  the  sense  of  Congress  on  the  funda- 
mental rights  of  a  people  who  stood  there  in  the 
^rade  of  colonists;  which  bad  men  would  denom- 
inate a  mere  flourish ;  and  which,  at  all  events, 
was  not  intended  to  have  any  effect,  as  it  contains 
nothing  like  an  enacting  clause  or  precept;  has, 
ne\  crtheless,  been  pressed  into  the  service  of  our 
opponents,  as  a  proof,  that  the  articles  of  the  ordi- 
nance, llius  prefaced,  became  part  of  the  constitu- 
tions of  the  States  to  be  thereafter  formed  in  the 
territory  by  a  people  who,  as  yet,  had  no  existence. 
The  Congress  possessing  but  a  limited  and  tem- 
porary authority,  might  exercise  that  authority  with 
exalted  and  commendable  views,  or,  indeed,  might 
form  an  expectation  that  its  temporary  authority 
could  be  so  exercised,  during  the  infancy  of  the 
western  settlement,  as  to  incite  moral  sentiments 
and  habits  in  the  people,  calculated,  in  the  end,  to 
produce  a  relish  for  institutions  which  were  con- 
sidered desirable  by  men  of  fashion  in  the  politi- 
cal world.  But  Congress  knew,  that  it  could  not, 
in  the  exercise  of  its  most  enlarged  powers,  pass 
laws  to  be  irrevocable  by  its  successors,  much  less 
by  the  people  in  convention.  Congress,  during 
the  colonial  condition  of  the  territories,  claimed 
and  exercised  the  power  of  changing  or  modifying 
the  constitutions  of  the  territorial  governments, 
instances  of  which  are  found  in  the  acts  of  Feb- 
ruary 26th,  1808  ;  March  3d,  1811 ;  and  May  20th, 
1812.  It  was,  therefore,  politic  to  afford  emigrants 
an  assurance  that  no  change  of  constitution  should 
be  made,  except  on  the  basis  of  certain  principles. 
This  assurance  is  given  by  Confess,  being  one 
party,  and  was  obligatory  on  that  party.  The 
preamble  speaks  of  laws  and  constitutions,  con- 
sidering them  as  synonymous.  It  immediately 
follows  the  constitution  made  by  Congress  for  the 
territory,  and  evidently  had  no  relation  to  State 
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constitutioDs,  for  the  contpmplated  States  are  not 
referred  to  in  the  preamble,  nor  had  they  been 
mentioned  in  any  previous  part  of  the  ordinance. 
The  preamble  declares  that  the  articles  of  the  ordi- 
nance shall  remain  unalterable  forever,  unless  by 
common  consent.  Yes,  forever,  if  you  please ;  for 
there  are  rights  and  interests  depending  on  the 
force  and  obligation  of  the  temporary  laws  of 
Congress,  which  must  live  forever;  such  are  the 
grants  of  land,  and  promises  of  public  advantages 
to  the  inhabitants.  But  with  whom  did  Congress 
make  this  compact  of  several  articles?  The  ordi- 
nance answers  the  question:  "With  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  territory,  and  the  future  States  to 
be  formed  therein,"  for  so  jt  says.  Such  of  the 
provisions,  then,  as,  from  their  nature,  could  only 
be  applicable  to  the  territory,  and  such  as  were  ex- 
pressly applied  by  Congress  only  to  the  territory, 
would,  of  necessity,  expire  when  the  territorial 
government  should  cease  to  exist,  whilst  such  pro- 
visions as  were  applicable  to  the  future  States 
would  remain.  An  attention  to  the  phraseology 
of  the  articles  of  the  ordinance,  sufficiently  man- 
ifest, in  the  recital  of  the  successive  provisions, 
which  are  applicable  to  the  territory  and  which 
to   the   States.      Thus,   the  clause  requiring  the 

Payment  of  a  portion  of  the  federal  debt  of  the 
Inion,  expn?ssly  speaks  of  the  people  of  the  ter- 
ritory, and  also  of  the  new  States.  The  inhibi- 
tion against  interfering  in  the  disposal  of  the  soil, 
not  only  speaks  of  the  territorial  government,  but 
of  the  new  States.  In  the  recognition  of  the  sub- 
jection of  the  people  to  the  old  Confederacy  of 
the  Union,  not  only  the  territory,  but  the  States  to 
be  formed  therein,  are  spoken  of.  But,  turn  to  the 
provisions  of  articles  of  the  ordinance  which  I  have 
insisted  are  temporary,  and  in  the  nature  of  a  bill 
of  rights,  and  mark  the  difffrence  in  phraseology. 
As  when  the  habeas  corpus,  jury  trial,  dec,  are 
secured,  and  excessive  bail,  cruel  punishment,  A-c, 
prohibited,  the  inhabitants  of  the  territory  are  only 
mentioned  ;  not  a  word  is  there  said  of  new  Slates. 
Turn,  also,  to  the  6th  article  which  inhibits  sla- 
very; it  speaks  of  the  territory,  and  says  not  a  syl- 
lable of  niw  States. 

I  have  not  intended  to  dwell  upon  other  objects 
connected  with  this  question,  because,  being  con- 
vinced that  Congress  has  no  power  to  impose  the 
restriction,  and  that,  if  it  had  power,  a  reference 
to  the  faith  of  .solemn  obligations  would  compel 
us  to  negative  the  present  attempt,  it  would  seem 
superfluous,  if  qot  idl?,  to  travel  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  the  measure.  But,  if  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  and  the  French  Treaty  arc  both 
in  favor  of  the  pow»r  you  now  attempt  to  exercise, 
it  would  remain  for  the  friends  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  decide  on  the  policy^of  restraining  the 
liberty  of  the  people  and  Stale's,  by  a  too  copious 
use  of  powers  which  have  hitherto  bren  dormant. 
Any  attempi  to  reform  the  manners  or  character 
of  the  people,  by  extirpating  slavery,  or  by  other 
means,  will,  at  any  tim  •  h'  found  a  task,  the  per- 
formance of  which  will  bnuir  us  into  collision 
with  long  rooted  prejudices  as  w»  II  as  local  j  al- 
ousies,  aad  must  draw  the  Government  from  that 
lofty  and  impartial  iiand  which  it  ought  to  sustain 


as  the  arbiter  of  differences  between  the  respective 
States. 

Is  there  not  as  great  danger  to  this  Government 
itself,  from  the  intemperate  use  of  Constitutional 
powers,  as  from  the  infraction  of  that  instrument? 
The  first  abuse  must  be  borne,  until  its  continu- 
ance engenders  against  government  a  spirit  of  dis- 
trust, or  indeed  enmity,  whilst  the  last  is  apt  to  be 
corrected  either  by  the  judiciary,  or  a  full  investi- 
gation of  the  Constitution.  The  Old  Congress, 
in  adopting  the  ordinance  for  the  government  of 
the  Northwest  Territory,  were  tempted  by  moral 
considerations,  in  relation  to  slavery,  which  can 
have  no  weight  with  us,  for  Congress  having  now 
the  undoubted  right  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
slaves,  can,  by  thedueexerciseof  that  right,  make 
it  immaterial  (on  the  score  of  the  increase  of  sla- 
very,) whether  slaves  are  removed  to  the  new,  or 
retained  in  the  old  States.  But  the  States  under 
the  old  Confederation,  had  a  right  to  import  slaves 
from  Africa  or  elsewhere ;  and  the  Congress,  by 
shutting  the  Western  market  against  their  admis- 
sion, exercised  its  only  mean  of  retarding  the  in- 
crease of  slaves  in  the  country. 

A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Ser- 
gea.nt)  says  the  inhibition  of  slavery  in  the  terri- 
torial ordinance  was  the  result  of  compromise.  He 
has,  however,  failed  to  prove  this  assertion ;  nor 
can  I  conceive  how  tne  inhibition  could  have 
sprung  from  compromise,  or  how  the  gentleman 
would  aid  his  side  of  the  question  by  making  it  a 
compromise.  What  was  compr«)mised  ?  If  it 
was  a  concession  on  the  part  of  Virginia,  or  the 
South,  what  was  the  equivalent  received  by  the 
South  ?  Virginia  had  previously  prohibited  the 
importation  of  slaves,  but  inasmuch  as  she  could 
not  prevent  their  importation  by  other  States,  she 
was  willing  to  lessen  the  demand  for  them.  Vir- 
ginia, always  since  1699,  has  evinced  her  anxiety 
to  abrogate  the  slave  trade,  and  exerted  herself 
most  to  prohibit  the  trade  at  a  time  when  Penn- 
sylvania and  other  States,  now  so  forward  in  es- 
tablishing restriction  on  Missouri,  did  not  discour- 
age,-but  rather  promoted  the  importation  of  slaves. 
In  the  second  year  of  George  II.,  and  during 
several  years  thereafter,  whilst  Virginia  imposed 
as  heavy  a  duty  on  the  im[)ortation  of  slaves  as 
the  Crown,  influenced  as  it  was  by  the  British 
merchants,  would  permit,  with  a  view  to  a  prohi- 
bition of  the  trade,  Pennsylvania  imposed  a  duty, 
which,  reduced  to  an  ad  valorem  impost,  did  not 
exceed  about  four  per  centum,  by  which  means 
this  province  had  a  transit  duty  on  Virginia  slaves, 
and  eventually  kept  the  trade  open  between  Africa 
and  the  country  south  of  Susquehanna,  notwith- 
standing the  struggle  of  Virginia  against  it. 

It  is  insisted  ttiat  the  admission  of  slaves  in 
Missouri  and  the  West  will  open  a  wide  market 
and  encourage  tiie  Mniicgling  of  foreign  slaves,  in 
violation  of  the  laws  of  the  Union.  We  should 
bf  sure  of  the  truth  of  this  anticipation  before  we 
act  on  its  basis,  and,  even  when  assured  of  its 
truth,  it  would  Jurnish  hut  an  eccentric  excuse  for 
legislation,  in  which  we  would  allege  our  own 
irnbccijity  and  incompetency  to  prevent  an  illicit 
trade,  by  ordinary  intans,  &s  an  apology  for  racas- 


nres  cf  extraordinary  inconvenience  and  embar- 
rassment to  the  Southern  section  of  the  Union. 
But,  will  it  be  pretcmded  that  this  Government  is 
incompetent  to  prohibit  the  slave  trade,  unless  by 
these  restrictions  on  States?  None  are  authorized 
to  assume  that  position  until  he  shall  have  shown 
that  the  other  and  ordinary  powers  of  the  Govern- 
ment have  been  exhausted  without  curing  the  evil. 
Although  Government  has  done  something,  it  has 
by  no  means  done  its  utmost  to  prohibit  the  trade. 
I  had  the  honor  last  year  to  submit  a  proposal  to 
punish  those  engaged  in  the  .slave  trade  with  death ; 
and,  although  the  proposition  was  adopted  in  this 
House,  it  was  rejected  in  the  Senate.  Two  years 
since,  when  gentlemen  objected  against  the  bill  for 
the  recovery  of  fugitive  slaves  that  it  might  afford 
a  cover  for  kidnapping,  I  submitted,  in  connexion 
with  that  bill,  a  section  inflicting  the  punishment 
of  death  on  the  offence  of  kidnapping.  But  that 
punishment  was  thought  too  severe;  and  the 
House,  on  the  motion  of  a  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont, struck  out  the  capital  punishment,  and  in- 
serted two  or  three  years  imprisonment.  The 
slaveholding  State  of  Virginia  has  made  kidnap- 

Ring  a  capital  oflence,  whilst  gentlemen  from  the 
lortb,  who  abhor  slavery,  cannot  be  brought  to 
punish  that  offence  otherwise  than  as  a  trivial  mis- 
demeanor. The  laws  of  the  Union  to  prohibit  the 
importation  of  slaves  have  generally  left  their 
whole  efficacy  to  the  vigilance  and  virtue  of  com- 
mon informers,  who  would  seldom  be  found  to 
carry  prosecutions  to  a  termination  in  sections  of 
the  country  where  the  slave  trade  was  not  unpop- 
ular. Under  some  of  our  laws  the  trade  itself  was 
carried  on ;  one  of  the  Southern  States  having 
carried  the  sale  and  detention  in  slavery  of  a  great 
number  of  imported  Africans,  under  the  express 
provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress.  Indeed,  we 
were  informed  last  year  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  the  slave  trade,  that  the  importation 
of  slaves  had  been  found  profitable,  even  by  suf- 
fering the  laws  of  Congress  to  be  executed,  and 
submitting  to  the  judgment  of  the  court  in  prose- 
cutions under  them.  We  are  not  entitled  to  talk 
of  the  inefficacy  of  our  ordinary  powers,  or  from 
hence  to  infer  an  authority  to  ourselves  incompat- 
ible with  the  interests  of  many  of  the  States,  until 
we  shall  have  fully  exercised  those  powers,  and 
cured  the  defects  oi  our  past  legislation. 

When  Mr.  Pindall  had  concluded,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  February  14. 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, suggesting  many  alterations  in  the  existing 
tariff  of  duties  on  imports,  and  recommending  an 
increase  of  the  duties  on  French  brandies  and 
&ilks,  and  that  the  duties  on  the  wines  of  Spain 
and  Portugal  may  be  reduced ;  which  memorial 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Rankin  presented  a  memorial  of  James 
Wilkinson,  late  a  major  general  in  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  detailing  his  services  and  suffer- 
ings in  the  cause  of  his  country,  from  the  com- 


mencement of  the  war  of  the  Revolution  to  the 
close  of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  pray- 
ing to  be  indemnified  against  the  effects  of  a  judg- 
ment for  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  with 
costs  of  suit,  recovered  against  him  by  General 
John  Adair,  in  consequence  of  his  having  arrested 
the  said  Adair  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  in  the 
year  1806,  on  a  charge  of  his  being  concerned  in 
the  alleged  conspiracy  of  Aaron  Burr;  which  was 
referred  to  a  select  committee.  And  Mr.  Rankin, 
Mr.  Van  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Ringoold,  Mr.  Stro- 
THER,and  Mr.  Archer  of  Maryland,  were  appoint- 
ed the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  year  1820 ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Navy  during  the  year  1820. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Anthony  S.  Delisle, 
Edward  B.  Dudley,  and  John  M.  Van  Cleef,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment,  and  the  bill 
was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  President,  Directors,  and 
Company,  of  the  Merchants'  Bank  of  Newport,  in 
Rhode  Island,"  without  amendment;  and  the  bill 
was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  last 
appointed. 

TRADE  WITH  THE  LNDIANS. 

Mr.  Southard,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a 
further  time,  (until  the  3d  of  March,  1821,)  the  act 
establishing  trading-houses  with  the  Indian  tribes; 
which,  being  read  twice — 

Mr.  S.  observed,  that,  as  the  bill  contained  no 
appropriation,  and  as  the  act  which  it  proposed  to 
continue  in  force  would  expire  on  the  first  of  next 
month,  he  moved  that  the  bill  be  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  that 
the  bill  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 

Mr.  Southard  could  see  no  reason  for  its  taking 
this  course.  As  he  had  observed,  the  act  would 
expire  on  the  first  day  of  March.  If  this  bill  went 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  it  would  be  a  long 
time  before  it  would  be  reached  on  the  orders  of 
the  day.  This  delay  would  allow  the  act  to  ex- 
pire, which  would  be  very  injurious  to  the  public 
interest,  as  it  would  derange  the  whole  of  the  ex- 
isting system  of  Indian  trade,  dc.c. ;  and  unless  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  had  some  new 
system  prepared,  or  some  changes  to  propose,  it 
would  be  useless  to  retard  the  present  bill,  and  pro- 
duce the  injury  and  confusion  which  would  ensue 
if  the  existing  act  were  to  expire  without  timely 
legislation,  dec. 

Mr.  Walker's  motion  was  rejected  by  a  large 
majority.    He  then  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  on 
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the  table;  which  motion  was  lost — ayes  10 — and 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  CosHMAN  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman :  I  rise,  not  with  the  expectation 
of  giving  any  new  light,  but,  as  a  representative 
of  the  people,  to  acquaint  them  with  the  reasons 
which  will  influence  the  vote  which  I  shall  give. 
The  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me  have  en- 
tered deeply  into  the  subject;  I  shall  but  touch  on 
the  surface.  They  to  facts  added  embellishment ; 
I  come  before  you  with  a  plain,  unvarnished  tale. 
They  gave  you  a  sumptuous  feast  of  substantial 
viands;  mine  is  the  humbler  office  to  regale  you 
with  the  whips  and  tarts,  and  the  lighter  materials 
of  the  entertainment.  Those  gentlemen  have  con- 
densed their  arguments;  I  must  be  indulged  in  a 
decent  range.  They  address  you  from  the  fullness 
of  their  intellectual  funds ;  I  profess  to  have  pre- 
meditated. They,  by  mingling  the  pleasant  with 
the  useful,  carried  on  every  vote;  I,  superficial  in 
matter,  and  barren  of  facts,  shall  think  myself 
happy  to  obtain  a  solitary  sufTiage. 

I  rose,  sir,  with  diffidence,  and  I  almost  repent 
the  rashness  of  the  attempt  to  mix  in  the  debate. 
With  a  sensibility  unprotected,  I  have  entered  the 
combat  with  the  Goliahs  of  the  Capitol,  clad  as 
they  are  in  heavy  armor,  and  defended  by  coats  of 
mail.  To  their  ponderous  lances  and  massy  spears, 
I  have  no  weapons  to  oppose  but  my  stone  and 
sling,  my  arrow  and  bow.  I  seek  honorable  war- 
fare; and  this,  from  the  generous  and  gallant 
spirit  of  my  antagonists,  I  am  sure  to  receive.  If, 
at  any  time,  I  should  draw  my  bow  at  a  venture, 
an  arrow  hurled  by  my  feeble  arm  can  never 
wound  any  King  in  Israel. 

With  the  embarrassments  which  are  incident  to 
the  occasion,  I  mingle  regret.  I  regret  that  one  of 
my  honorable  colleagues  should  have  exerted  so 
much  of  his  ingenuity  on  a  cause  viewed  by  his 
constituents  and  mine  with  emotions  not  the  most 
complacent.  With  this  regret  mingles  astonish- 
ment. I  am  astonished  that  he  should  labor  to 
brand  an  attempt,  as  wise  as  it  is  patriotic,  to  pre- 
vent the  further  exten.sion  of  slavery  with  infamy ; 
that,  to  render  this  attempt  peculiarly  odious,  he 
should  liken  it  to  certain  proceedings  in  the  East, 
which,  to  say  the  least,  were  as  injudicious  as 
they  were  abortive;  but,  in  his  opinion,  fraught 
wflh  the  most  deleterious  mischieis.  My  worthy 
colleague,  as  well  as  myself,  was  born  near  the 
place  where,  as  he  facetiously  stated,  the  pilgrims 
agreed  to  be  "governed  by  the  laws  of  God  till 
they  could  make  better."*  I  believe,  sir,  the  laws 
of  God  are  still  in  force  in  the  place  to  which  he 
alluded,  and  that  they  still  have  influence  on  the 
hearts  and  lives  of  the  descendants  of  those  pil- 
grims. His  ancestors,  as  well  as  mine,  were  at- 
tached, sincerely  attached,  to  the  vital  principles 

•  Mr.  Holmes  applied,  by  mistake,  this  giinple  in- 
eonsietencj  to  the  Fathers  of  Plymouth. 


of  liberty  and  the  equal  rights  of  man.  They  gave 
justice  and  humanity,  as  well  a.s  truth,  a  high 
rank  among  the  social  virtues. 

Should  we  depart  from  their  principles  of  lib- 
erty and  of  rectitude,  their  spirits  would  be  uneasy 
in  the  abodes  of  the  blessed ;  they  would  regard  us 
with  the  emotions  of  indignation,  and  be  troubled 
at  the  degeneracy  of  their  .sons. 

It  is,  sir,  painful  to  me  to  remember  that  my 
native  State  has  erred.  I  can  derive  no  consola- 
tion from  exposing  to  public  view  her  aberrations. 
It  is  not  decorous  in  a  son  to  behold  the  nakedness 
of  a  father.  It  is  filial  to  turn  his  back  on  parental 
failings,  or  approach  with  reverence,  and  cover 
them  over  with  some  well- wrought  veil.  I  cannot 
view  with  complacency  any  attempts,  from  what- 
ever quarter,  to  degrade  Massachusetts  in  the  esti- 
mation of  the  public.  Indulge  me,  sir,  in  an  ex- 
pression of  respect.  What  I  shall  say  will  be  but 
a  short  episode  connected  with  the  principal  sub- 
ject. Massachusetts,  sir,  is  the  place  of  my  birth. 
There  are  the  sepulchres  of  ray  fathers,  for  six  gen- 
erations. There  is  my  rt/nja  ?na/<T. 
"  Centum  complexa  nepotes, 
Omnes  cclicclao,  omnea  supera  alta  tenenles." 

There  did  I  spend  the  halcyon  days  of  youth  in 
acquiring,  as  I  trust,  some  useful  knowledge.  There, 
in  company  with  kindred  spirits,  I  have  enjoyed  the 
"  feast  of  reason  and  the  flow  of  soul."  And  there 
have  I  formed  some  of  the  purest  friendships  which 
the  heart  owns  and  the  understanding  ratifies. 

Massachusetts  has  much  to  command  the  respect 
and  affection  of  all  her  descendants.  The  Goddes^s 
of  Liberty,  if  not  born  there — there  she  was  rocked 
in  the  cradle.  There  she  recei  ved  her  nourishment. 
There  she  attained  her  fair  proportions,  her  har- 
mony of  features,  and  her  elegance  of  stature  ;  her 
beauty  of  countenance,  its  expression  and  bloom. 
There  she  unfolded  her  charms.  There  she  held 
her  seat  with  the  emblems  of  her  state,  the  ensigns 
of  her  power.  There  were  her  arms — there  her 
chariot,  her  sceptre,  and  her  crown.  There  s^hc 
still  rules,  in  the  hearts  of  an  enlightened  people, 
who  acknowledge,  with  gratitude,  the  wisdom,  the 
justice,  and  the  beneficence  of  her  reign.  Time 
was,  when  Ma.ssachusetts  stood  so  high  in  the  es- 
timation of  the  States,  that  no  one  dare  mention 
her  name  but  with  honor.  In  statesmen,  patriot5, 
and  sages,  she  might  vie  with  any  State  in  the 
Union.  If  Virginia  had  her  Washington  in  the 
field,  Massachusetts  had  her  Ahamr  in  negotiation. 
Nor  is  our  country  more  indebted  for  her  independ- 
ence to  the  martial  achievements  of  the  one,  though 
glorious,  than  to  the  diplomatic  skill  and  firmness 
of  the  other,  equally  glorious.  Massachusetts,  sir, 
has  not  lost  all  her  original  brightness.  The  recent 
spots  on  her  character  ought  to  disappear  in  the 
splendor  of  her  former  renown. 

In  advocating  the  claims  of  Missouri,  arguments 
have  been  addres.scd  to  our  sympathy.  At  the 
word  sympathy  I  turn  my  attention  to  the  extreme 
east.  Hinc  Ula  hcryna — there  I  behold  matter  for 
tears.  Maine !  ill-fated  Maine !  The  story  of  her 
woes  would  make  the  angels  weep !  Yet  there 
are  those  who,  owing  to  her  favor  their  honors 
and  station,  seem  to  be  unmoved  at  her  misfortunes. 


Wrapped  up  in  universal  patriotism,  they  find  no 
room  in  their  breasts  for  partial  attachment ;  and, 
insensible  to  real  sufferings,  reserve  all  their  tears 
for  scenes  of  fictitious  distress.  I  see  nothing  more 
in  the  wild  foxes  ♦  of  Missouri,  than  the  grazing 
animals  of  Maine,  to  move  our  sympathy,  except 
their  sagacity  and  art 

It  is  not  my  design,  sir,  as  I  proceed,  to  avail 
myself  of  the  auxiliary  of  religion  or  conscience  in 
my  cause.  Under  the  specious  garb  of  religion, 
much  that  is  evil  has  been  done  to  the  world.  And 
conscience  is  a  convenient  hobby-horse,  on  which, 
when  the  politician  is  mounted,  he  usually  ascends 
so  high  into  the  serial  regions,  that  he  loses  sight 
of  all  terrestrial  objects.  Not  by  the  floating  no- 
tions of  the  head,  nor  by  the  fervid  sensations  of 
the  heart,  but  by  the  sound  maxims  of  wisdom, 
must  we  legislate.  Not  the  abstractions  of  meta- 
physics or  the  visions  of  philanthropy,  but  the  Con- 
stitution, and  the  treaties  made  by  its  legitimate 
authority,  and  become  the  supreme  lawof  the  land, 
and  the  safety  of  the  people,  must  be  the  guides  of 
the  statesman. 
J  The  Constitutional  right  qf  Congress  to  impose 
the  re>triction  in  question,  has  been  so  perspicuously 
illustrated  and  evinced  by  honorable  gentlemen 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Hemphill  and  Mr.  Sfr- 
OEANT,)  as  well  as  an  honorable  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Taylor,)  whose  talents  and  pa- 
triotism would  do  honor  to  any  cause  or  nation, 
that  any  attempt  to  aflford  strength  to  their  argu- 
ments, may  seem  a  useless  effort;  nevertheless,  as 
the  whole  force  of  the  enemy  is  made  to  bear  on 
this  citadel  of  our  power,  I  shall  direct  some  of  my 
force  to  this  point.  Here  we  must  take  our  defence. 
If  driven  from  this  stronghold,  we  must  surrender 
at  discretion.  I  believe,  however,  that  this  fortress, 
if  ably  defended,  will  be  impregnable;  that  it  can- 
not \ni  carried  either  by  force  or  storm,  by  artful 
manoiuvring  or  direct  attack. 

I  preface  the  observations  which  I  am  about  to 
make,  by  saying,  that,  a>  the  organs  by  which  we 
perceive,  are  not  e(jually  perfect  in  all  men,  and 
that,  as  no  language  in  which  ideas  are  conveyed 
to  the  mind  is  so  precise  and  definite  as  in  all  cases 
to  preclude  all  uncertainty  or  doubt  as  to  the  meaning 
of  written  instruments,  statesmen,  equally  honest, 
equally  intent  on  the  public  weal,  in  reasoning  on 
these  instruments,  may  draw  different  inferences 
and  come  to  different  results.     Not  only  do  our 
ablest  lawyers  differ  in  opinion  in  their  construc- 
tion of  the  same  statute,  but  our  learned  judges, 
with  minds   the  most  luminous,  comprehensive, 
and  discriminating,  and  liable  to  no  undue  bias, 
are  not  always  united  in  one  and  the  same  opinion, 
on  cases  growing  out  of  the  laws,  treaties,  or  Con- 
stitution.    For  men  to  differ  in  opinion  is  so  com- 
mon, on  interesting  questions,  that  it  ought  not  to 
cause  any  surprise.     We  ought  rather  to  weigh 
each  other's  argument  in  an  impartial  scale,  judge 
with  candor,  and  deem  those  not  as  enemies,  but 
friends,  to  the  country,  who  put  constructions  on 
the  Cotttitution  different  frem  our  own. 
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With  respect  to  the  explanations  to  be  given  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  there  are  some 
helps  and  guides.  These  are  the  definite  objects 
which  the  people  had  in  ordaining  and  establish- 
ing the  Constitution,  and  the  general  powers  which 
it  grants.  What  are  these  ?  The  object  is  thus 
denned  :  *'  We,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in 
'  order  to  form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  jus- 
'  tice,  insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the 
'  common  defence,  promote  the  general  welfare, 
'  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves 
'  and  our  posterity,  do  ordain  and  establish  this 
'  Constitution." 

Among  the  general  grants  of  powers  are  these : 
Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  imposts,  and  excises :  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  nation,  and  provide 
for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare. 
Congress  shall  have  power,  applies  to  each  and 
every  article  and  clause  of  the  eighth  section  as 
well  as  to  the  first.  That  this  is  grammatically 
correct  I  will  not  refer  gentlemen  to  the  learned 
President  of  Transylvania  University,  (Rev.  Hor- 
ace Holley,  formerly  of  Boston,)  but  to  the  pupils 
under  his  tuition.  This  distinguished  character, 
to  whom  I  have  alluded,  lately  shone  conspicu- 
ously in  the  East,  and  is  now  illuminating  a  dif- 
ferent region,  where  I  trust  he  will  impart  some 
useful  notions.*  Useful  notions  of  liberty,  useful 
notions  of  the  Constitution,  useful  notions  of  gov- 
ernment, just  notions  of  science,  literature,  ana  the 
arts ;  correct  notions  of  language  and  grammar ; 
elevated  notions  of  religion  and  morals ;  and  re- 
fined notions  of  manners,  decorum,  and  taste.  For, 
though  Kentucky  may  justly  boast  of  her  orators, 
statesmen,  and  political  economists ;  yet  some  of 
the  notions  which  I  mentioned  might  add  lustre  to 
her  nre-eminent  fame. 

Tnat,  in  a  legislative  sense.  Congress  shall  have 
power,  applies  to  all  the  articles  and  clauses  of  the 
section  is  to  be  inferred  from  the  nature  of  the  case 
as  well  as  from  the  correspondence  to  the  language 
used  in  the  preamble,  where  the  expression  is  more 
full  and  definite,  and  the  object  more  clearly  stated. 
The  people  here  declare  that,  to  "  provide  for  the 
common  defence  and  promote  the  general  welfare, 
they  ordain  and  establish  this  Constitution." 

But,  if  a  different  construction  should  prevail, 
what  will  gentlemen  obtain  ?  If  it  should  be  ccm- 
ceded  that  Congress  only  have  the  power  to  lay 
and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  and 
to  pay  the  debts  of  the  nation  for  the  common  de- 
fence and  general  welfare,  it  follows,  of  course, 
that  the  common  defence  is  to  be  provided  for,  and 
the  general  welfare  to  be  promoted  ;  and  that  Con- 
gress have,  for  these  purposes,  the  control  of  the 
whole  revenue  of  the  nation — I  contend,  sir,  for  no 
more. 

I  am  as  willing  as  as  any  gentleman  can  be  to 
acknowledge  that  the  real  sovereign  of  our  coun- 
try is  the  people;  and  that  Congress  are  but  the 
ministers  of  this  sovereign.  But  this  absolute  sov- 
ereignty resides,  not  in  minute  portions  or  States, 

•  A  gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  frequently  re- 
peated, and  given  a  peculiar  emphasis  to  the  term. 
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but  in  the  whole  people,  whose  will,  expressed  by 
their  Constitutioaal  organs,  is  the  law,  and  must 
be  obeyed.  But  what  rules  shall  the  ministers  of 
the  sovereign  people  observe  in  the  administration 
of  his  Government  ?  Certainly  his  written  in- ' 
structions,  in  the  exercise  of  a  sound  discretion  in 
applying  general  expressions  of  his  will  to  particu- 
lar cases,  and  in  adapting  to  exigencies,  as  they 
arise,  such  measures  as  best  comport  with  the 
known  character  of  his  Government.  When  we 
dissolved  our  political  connexion  with  Britain,  we 
asserted  the  power  of  doing  what  independent  na- 
tions of  right  might  do.  What  may  independent 
nations  of  right  do  ?  May  they  not  of  right  pro- 
vide for  their  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare ?  If  we  have  not  this  ri^ht  it  is  in  vain  to 
boast  of  our  independence.  W  e  are  still  colonies, 
or  at  best  like  some  of  the  minor  States  in  Europe, 
which,  with  a  nominal  independence,  are  sup- 
ported and  controlled  by  neighboring  kingdoms. 
Is  not  such  a  condition  degrading  ?  Does  it  com- 
port with  the  high  spirit  which  ought  to  be  cher- 
ished by  our  country?  That  there  should  be  a 
sovereign  people,  and  not  have  the  right  to  provide 
for  their  safety  and  well  being,  is  to  me  the  great- 
est of  all  solecisms.  And  to  contend  for  the  right, 
and  deny  the  power  of  exerting  it,  in  the  only 
mode  by  which  the  people  can  act,  their  Constitu- 
tional organs,  is  rendering  the  right  nugatory. 

Gentlemen  may  state  extreme  cases  in  order  to 
shock  us  with  the  const-quences  of  our  doctrine. 
By  this  license  of  reasoning,  the  most  useful  truths 
might  be  refuted  ;  the  most  important  virtues  ren- 
dered doubtful.  For  cases  may  be  supposed  in 
which  filial  obedience,  conjugal  affection,  and  grat- 
itude to  benefactors,  lose  their  obligation.  If  gen- 
tlemen are  of  opinion,  that  Congress  have  not  the 
power  to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 

fsneral  welfare,  because  this  power  may  be  abused, 
know  not  to  what  lengths  such  an  opinion  would 
lead  them.  To  reason  consistently,  they  must  in- 
hibit to  mankind  the  use  of  reason  and  religion 

for  these  may  be  abused.  They  must  proscribe  all 
that  is  valuable;  they  must  inhibit  to  themselves 
the  use  of  their  own  extraordinary  ingenuity  and 
elocution ;  for  these,  too,  are  capable  ol  being  per- 
verted, or  exerted  in  a  wrong  cause. 

Gentlemen  also  may  attempt  to  excite  an  alarm 
by  giving  an  unnatural  extent  and  enormity  to  the 
powers  possessed  by  the  national  Government. 
They  may  liken  them  to  the  powers  conferred  on 
the  Consul  when  the  Roman  Senate  decreed  that 
he  should  take  care  that  the  commonwealth  should 
receive  no  detriment.  For  my  part  I  should  be 
alarmed  if  the  Constitution  did  not  confer  this 
power.  I  should  deem  it  as  defective  as  the  old 
Confederation.  I  should  believe  it  to  be  justly 
described  by  a  learned  theologian,  (the  late  Dr. 
Dwight,)  who,  as  he  expres.sed^it,  never  viewed  it 
but  with  the  emotions  which  he  felt  for  a  child  in 
his  first  essays  to  go  alone— tottering  instead  of 
walking,  and  frequently  falling  on  the  floor  for 
want  of  .strength  lo  manage  his  steps.  I  contend 
that  the  power  which  is  claimed  for  the  Constitu- 
tion is  inherent  in  every  body  politic  which  has 
within  it  the  principles  of  its  own  preservation.    It 
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is  not  an  attribute,  it  is  essential  to  sovereignty. 
This  jKJwer  is  conferred  on  Congress  in  stronger 
termt.  than  by  the  decree  of  the  Roman  Senate 
which  conferred  power  on  the  Consul.  In  the  lit- 
eral sense,  this  decree  only  gave  the  power  to  ward 
off  injuries.  But  the  Constitution  is  more  expli- 
cit ;  in  unequivocal  language  it  confers  a  power 
on  Congress,  not  only  to  secure  the  commonwealth 
from  harm,  but  also  to  procure  for  it  good — to  pro- 
vide for  the  common  defence  and  promote  the  gen- 
eral welfare. 

It  was  from  the  defect  of  the  ordinary  powers 
of  the  Roman  Republic  that  it  was  so  liable  to  re- 
ceive detriment,  and  that,  to  guard  against  this 
detriment,  extraordinary  powers,  on  pressing  emer- 
gencies, were  conferred — such  as  were  implied  in 
the  decree,  or  the  creating  of  a  dictator.  These 
defects,  and  the  occasional  supply  of  these  de- 
fects by  conferring  extraordinary  jwwfrs,  proved 
the  bane  of  the  commonwealth.  The  p^-ople  of 
the  United  States,  deriving  wisdom  and  experi- 
ence from  the  misfortunes  of  others,  have  guarded 
against  the  rocks  on  which  they  split.  In  their 
civil  constitution  they  have  conferred  ample  pow- 
ers, competent  not  only  to  ordinary,  but  to  extra- 
ordinary exigencies.  Hence,  we  may  hope  for  the 
durability  and  perpetuity  of  our  Republic. 

I  do  not  apprehend  contradiction  to  my  posi- 
tions from  candid,  enlightened,  practical  states- 
men, versed  in  the  business  of  legislation,  who 
will  have  the  goodness  to  understand  them.  I  will 
succinctly  state  them.     They  are  these : 

All  the  powers  of  sovereignty  are  inherent  in 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  These  powers 
can  only  be  exercised  but  by  the  organs  of  the 
people,  the  constituted  authorities  ;  andthat,  in  the 
exercise  of  them,  and  their  application  to  particu- 
lar cases  and  emergencies,  these  authorities  must 
be  guided  by  their  own  judgment  and  discretion, 
enlightened  and  assisted  by  the  spirit  and  letter  of 
the  Constitution,  the  wisdom  of  ages  and  the  ju- 
risprudence of  nations. 

Unless  Congress  have  the  right  of  judging  and 
applying  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  Gov- 
ernment must  be  at  an  end.  The  Constitution  is 
not  capable  of  self-motion.  It  must  remain  a  caput 
mortuuj/i — an  organized  body  without  a  living  soul. 
Some  power,  not  inherent  in  itself,  must  give  it 
the  breath  of  life  before  it  can  move.  Without 
the  power  of  construction  and  applying,  I  have  to 
learn  what  there  is  for  Congress  to  do.  They  must 
be,  not  agents,  but  passive  instruments.  Would  you, 
sir,  have  Congress  to  consult  the  people  in  every 
step  they  take,  and  wait  for  their  sense  of  the  con- 
stitutionality of  every  thing  they  attempt?  This 
were  impracticable.  Would  you  have  them  sub- 
mit to  the  dictation  of  the  States  ?  I  know  of  no 
political  hierarchy  in  the  proudest  of  them  that 
has  the  high  prerogative  to  dictate  to  Congress 
what  constructions  are  to  be  put  on  the  provisions 
of  the  Constitution,  or  to  what  cases  these  shall  be 
applied.  I  am,  sir,  a  protestant  in  politics  as  well 
as  in  religion.  I  claim  the  right  of  private  judg- 
ment for  myself  and  associates,  I  deny  the  author- 
ity of  any  PooUi/ex  Maximus  to  define  our  Con«ti- 
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tutional  creed — to  declare  to  us  the  Catholic  faith 
of  our  Republic. 

The  amendment  to  the  Constitution  which  states, 
"  The  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States, 
nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to 
the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people,"  forms  no 
barrier  to  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  Congress 
for  which  I  am  contending.  The  question  arises: 
What  powers  are  granted  and  what  prohibited? 

"  Who  shall  decide  when  doctors  disagree, 
And  wise  casuists  dispute,  like  you  and  me  V* 

i  say,  as  before,  Congress,  in  the  first  instance, 
must  be  the  judge  of  their  own   power ;  in  the 
second,  the  people ;  and,  in  the  last  resort,  the 
Supreme  Judiciary  of  the  United  States.     I  place 
the  law,  constitutionally  enacted  and  sanctioned, 
above  the  people.     The  sovereign  himself  must 
be  bound  by  his  own  law.     If  Congress  err,  they 
err  at  their  peril.    And,  with  all  these  checks  and 
responsibility  upon  them,  is  there  any  danger  to 
be  apprehended  from  their  exercising  that  sound, 
enlightened  discretion  in  administering  the  Gov- 
ernment, without  which   the  Constitution   must 
remain   a   useless,  inanimate  machine  ?     What 
rules  of  construction  shall  Congress  adopt  in  de- 
termining what  powers  are  prohibited,  and  what 
granted  ?     That,  sir,  which  is  sanctioned  by  the 
wisdom  of  ages,  and  pr^ails  in  our  courts  of  law. 
In  doubtful  cases  the  construction  ought  to  be  in 
favor  of  the  grantee.     At  the  formation  of  the 
Constitution  the  States  acted  as  sovereign.     They 
made  grants  of  power  to  the  nation.     In  disputed 
cases  the  right  construction  is  that  which  iavors 
the  nation.      This  rule  of  construction  ought  to 
prevail,  not  only  because  it  is  sanctioned  by  com- 
mon  u.'iage,   but   for    other    substantial    reasons. 
While  the  great  States  claim  powers  for  them- 
selves, bordering  on  absolute  sovereignty,  they  are 
inclined  to  deny  to  the  nation  the  power  of  self- 
preservation.     It  is  also  characteristic  of  all  Fed- 
eral Governments,  however  constructed,  to  have 
inherent  weaknesses  or  defects.     You  cannot,  with 
good  eflGect,  legislate  for  States,  nor  coerce  obe- 
dience to  your  authority,  without  civil  war.     The 
safety  of  our  Republic,  the  peace  and  domestic 
tranquillity  of  the  people,  demand  constructions 
which  give  to  the  Gieneral  Government  a  national 
form  and  energy.     Such   constructions   are   best 
adapted  to  give  permanency  and  strength  to  the 
system,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  our- 
selves and  our  posterity.     There  can  be  no  danger 
from  such  constructions.     I  am  bold  to  affirm  that 
the  powers  possessed  by  the  nation  have  in  no  in- 
stance been  materially  abused.     They  have  been 
uniformly  exerted  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare.     Hence,  the  General  Government 
has  become  a  favorite  with  the  people.     They  con- 
sider it  as  a  nursing  father,  and  cherish  towards  it 
a  filial  reverence  and  affection.     With  as  much 
confidence  can  I  affirm,  that  the  disaffection  and 
disturbances  which,  at  times,  have  existed  in  our 
country,  have  had  their  origin  in  the  jealousies 
and  ambition  of  the  aspiring  States,  and  were  ex- 
cited and  fomented  by  certain  leaders  who  influ- 
enced the  counsels  and  dictated  the  policy  of  those 


States;  and  that,  but  for  the  artifices  of  such 
leaders,  there  would  have  been  neither  insurgency, 
sedition,  clamor,  nor  scarcely  a  murmur  of  disap- 
probation. 

The  safety  of  our  Republic,  the  integrity  of  the 
Union,  the  quietude  and  harmony  of  the  people, 
imperioUvsly  demand  that  the  proud  aspiring  States 
should  be  taught  to  know  their  distance,  to  lower 
their  lofty  crests,  to  revolve  in  their  humble  orbs 
around  the  National  Government,  the  sun  of  the 
system,  and  lose  their  dazzling  radiance  in  the 
superior  splendor  of  his  beams. 

I  am  not,  sir,  for  annihilating  the  States.  They 
ought  to  possess  full  powers  to  enact  municipal 
laws  and  to  administer  municipal  justice — to  regu- 
late their  internal  police — to  conduct  their  local 
concerns.  But  I  deny  the  right  of  the  proudest 
among  them  to  interfere  with  the  high  preroga- 
tives of  the  National  Government. 

On  the  doctrines  of  checks  and  balances,  the 
qualified  local  sovereignties  may  be  of  use  in  the 
general  system  ;  they  may  check  the  National  Gor- 
ernmcnt,  if  ascending  too  high  on  the  wheel  of 
prerogative.  But  it  is  to  be  feared  that  more  fre- 
quently will  they  retard  its  useful  movements.  As 
connected  with  their  own  power  and  importance, 
as  well  as  from  a  common  sympathy,  they  may 

ffuard  the  people's  rights,  and  defend  their  privi- 
eges.  But  more  generally  will  they,  like  the 
great  barons  of  the  feudal  times  of  Europe,  under 
some  colorable  pretext  of  restraining  the  preroga- 
tive of  the  lord  paramount,  aim  to  abridge  his 
legitimate  authority,  and  take  from  him  the  power 
to  promote  the  felicity  of  the  nation.  It  neither 
savorsof  political  wisdom  nor  enlightened  patriot- 
ism to  be  over-zealous  of  power. 

I  believe,  sir,  it  will  appear,  from  the  civil  his- 
tory of  the  world,  that  as  many  nations  have  lost 
their  independence,  and  the  people  their  liberty, 
from  the  deficiency  of  power  in  the  governments 
to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare,  as  from  the  abuse  of  powers  committed 
to  their  trust.  To  what  cause  shall  we  trace  the 
misfortunes  of  Poland,  but  to  the  jealousy  of  ihe 
nobles,  in  denying  to  the  supreme  executive  of 
the  nation  the  power  competent  to  provide  for 
the  common  defence  and  general  welfare?  To 
what  is  owing  the  weakness  and  unwieldiness  of 
Germany,  but  to  the  defect  of  power  in  the  head, 
arising  from  the  federal  ingredients  of  which  the 
Empire  is  composed  ?  And  in  the  feudal  times  to 
which  I  allude,  how  did  the  people  lose  their  lib- 
erties? Harassed  by  the  perpetual  strifes,  ani- 
mosities, confusions,  and  petty  wars,  of  the  feodal 
lords,  they,  for  the  most  part,  threw  their  freight 
in  the  scale  of  the  Crown,  and  parting  with  their 
liberty  for  safety  and  protection,  took  shelter  under 
the  shadow  of  the  throne.  Like  causes  may  pro- 
duce like  effects ;  and  if  ever  the  people  of  the 
United  States  should  depart  from  our  confederated 
Republic,  it  will  be  owing  to  the  turinoils,  se- 
ditions, insurgencies,  and  civil  commotions,  ex- 
cited and  fomented  by  the  aspiring  States.  The 
people,  wearied  out  by  such  turbulent  scenes,  will 
part  with  their  freedom  for  security,  and  seek  peace 
and  quietude  under  a  consolidated  government, 
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wielded  by  a  single  arm.  Unless  the  exercise  of  a 
sound  discretion  be  allowed  Congress  in  applying 
general  provisions  of  the  Constitution  to  particular 
cases,  I  know  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  you  have 
to  say  in  defence  of  some  of  the  most  important 
measures  of  the  Government.  I  know  not  what 
the  advocates  of  these  measures  can  offer  in  de- 
fence of  your  military  academies  or  national  bank  ? 
I  know  not  what  justification  you  could  offer  to 
the  people  of  the  East  for  what  they  suffered  by 
the  restrictive  system.  "Congress  shall  have 
power  to  regulate  commerce."  But  it  is  only  in 
the  exercise  of  your  judgment  that  you  apply  the 
right  to  regulate  commerce  to  the  cases  mentioned. 
Some  of  our  ablest  lawyers,  whose  patriotism  and 
attachment  to  the  Government  could  not  be  sus- 
pected, uniformly  denied  the  justness  of  this  appli- 
cation. 

Ij^ne,  sir,  I  know  not  what  will  become  of  the 
treaty  by  which  Lousiana  was  ceded  to  the  United 
States.  ''  New  States  may  be  admitted  into  the 
Union."  The  power  here  conferred,  if  you  only 
regard  the  natural  import  of  the  terms,  the  sense 
in  which  they  could  be  understood  by  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution,  would  hardly  justify  you  in 
purchasing  kingdom  after  kingdom,  continent 
after  comment,  and  placing  no  bounds  to  our 
country  but  those  which  limit  the  globe  itself. 

Do  you  inquire,  sir,  whether,  by  these  observa- 
tions, I  intend  a  censure  ?  I  frankly  reply  I  do 
not.  I  approve,  I  applaud  a  liberal,  bold,  manly 
policy;  the  policy  of  VVahhi.noton,  which  raised 
the  genius  of  our  country,  and  added  dignity  to 
the  American  character.  1  applaud  the  statesman 
or  the  hero  who  poises  himself  on  his  own  mag- 
nanimity, and,  setting  at  defiance  the  vulgar  cen- 
sures of  the  great,  performs  noble  achievements  for 
the  glory  and  felicity  of  his  country.  Such  states- 
men and  heroes  are  the  boast  and  glory  of  a  nation — 
its  ornament  and  defence. 

From  the  tenor  of  the  preceding  observations,  it 
is  obvious  that  Congress  are  invested  by  the  Con- 
stitution with  powers  to  impose  such  restrictions 
on  citizens  as  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare  require,  provided  there  be  no  express  pro- 
visions to  the  contrary. 

But  is  there  no  barrier  to  these  restrictions  aris- 
\  ing  from  treaty  ?  This  topic  I  shall  waive,  as  a 
further  discussion  of  it  would  be  superfluous.  It 
has  b^n  ably  treated,  and  in  a  masterly  manner, 
by  a  pre-eminent  statesman— a  member  of  the 
other  House— a  native  of  Maine— a  statesman 
whose  intellectual  endowments  are  unrivalled  but 
by  his  moral  virtues— whose  luminous  mind  irra- 
diates the  nation  and  reflects  a  lustre  on  his  native 
State.     [Hon.  Rufus  King.J 

But,  conceding  the  power  and  right  on  Consti- 
tutional and  treaty  ground  to  impose  restrictions, 
nave  you  no  scruples  arising  from  a  sense  of  jus- 
tice, the  sacredness  of  property  ?  Has  not  every 
citizen  a  claim  on  the  Government  to  be  secured 
m  his  possessions?  Property  in  our  country  is 
sacred.  It  is  guarantied  bv  the  letter  and  spirit  of 
our  laws.  '  *^ 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  how  is  a  black  slave  to  be 
considered  .?    As  property,  or  a  human  being?    I 


believe,  sir,  neither  wholly  one  nor  the  other,  but 
partly  both.  When  gain  is  concerned,  the  black 
slave  is  considered  as  property  ;  but,  when  power 
is  in  question,  he  is  dignified  with  three-fifths  the 
attributes  of  a  man.  As  far  as  property  is  to  be 
affected,  you  ought  to  proceed  with  caution.  Vox 
if,  by  mere  dint  of  power,  you  can  take  away  a 
part,  the  principle  on  which  you  act  would  justify 
you  in  taking  the  whole ;  and  the  citizen  might  be 
deprived  of  one  species  of  property  after  another, 
till  he  had  nothing  left  which  he  could  call  his 
own.  Happily,  the  restriction  contended  for  sanc- 
tions no  such  strides  of  power — no  such  injustice. 
It  gives  all  possible  security  to  property  in  posses- 
sion, and  provides  for  the  future,  that  a  human 
being,  whatever  be  his  complexion,  in  the  Terri- 
tory or  State  of  Missouri,  shall  feel  the  force  of 
these  self-evident  truths — thxt  God  ntaJied  all  man^ 
kind  equal,  ami  truiotced  than  with  certain  inali&naUe 
ri/fkU — amongst  which  are  "life,  libtiiy,  and  the 
pursuit  of  happiness.'  Can  ingenuity,  aided  by 
elocution,  fix  a  stigma  on  such  a  just  and  wise  and 
liberal  policy  in  the  opinion  of  the  enlightened 
world  ?  It  IS  somewhat  singular  that  the  gentle- 
men who  are  so  fastidiously  delicate  resiK-cting  the 
powers  of  Congress,  should  habitually  usurp  an 
unwarrantable  power  over  a  large  portion  of  their 
fellow-men.  What  is  your  right  to  make  an  Afri- 
can your  property,  but  the  right  of  the  strongest  ? 
By  the  same  right  the  Barbary  Powers  make 
slaves  of  their  prisoners  ol  war.  God  has  no  at- 
tribute to  sanction  such  inju.stice,  such  violation  of 
the  laws  which  he  originally  engraved  on  the  hu- 
man mind. 

Property  itself,  sir,  if  nut  a  creature  of  the  law, 
by  law  is  modified,  restrained,  or  regulated  in  its 
use.  In  a  state  of  society,  respecting  many  kinds 
of  proj)erty,  no  man  has  a  right  to  do  what  he  will 
with  his  own.  It  cannot  be  used  by  him  to  the 
destruction  of  others.  No  man  is  permitted,  by 
law,  to  set  fire  to  his  own  house  in  the  midst  of  a 
city,  however  convenient  it  might  be  to  him  to 
have  it  consumed.  In  a  number  of  instances  the 
laws  interpose  and  regulate  the  proi)erty  which 
men  have  in  animals,  or  restrain  or  limit  their  use. 
If  any  species  of  them  were  becoming  noxious  to 
any  section  of  country,  or  if  multiplying  them 
should  become  hurtful  and  injurious  to  the  com- 
munity, laws  might  be  enacted  to  prevent  the  mis- 
chievous effects. 

This  reasoning  is  applicable  to  every  .species  of 
property,  of  every  com[)lexion,  whether  blue,  or 
yellow,  or  black.  If,  therefore,  you  consider  your 
slaves  prop<'rty — and  if  spreading  thi.<  species  of 
property  over  the  .Missouri  would  be  injurious  to 
the  best  interest  of  the  nation,  as  nothing  has  been 
stipulated  to  the  contrary,  on  the  principles  that 
regulate  other  kinds  of  property,  Congress  may  re- 
gulate or  prohibit  to  you  the  use  of  this. 

The  property  of  the  North  was  under  the  ban  of 
National  Government  for  years.  The  embargo  and 
restrictive  system  not  only  interdicted  to  us  the  use 
of  our  property,  but  cramped  our  enterprise.  They 
in  effect  annihilated  our  property  in  navigation, 
and  denied  to  the  hardy  and  industrious  their  ac- 
customed means  of  support.     Numbers  who  lived 
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in  affluence,  and  promoted  industry,  circulating 
wealth  and  refinement  through  the  community, 
were  by  those  measures  reduced  to  comparative 
poverty  and  distress.  Hence,  sir,  the  loud  call  on 
the  justice  of  the  nation  for  a  bankrupt  law,  to  re- 
store those  who  suffered  in  that  common  cause  to 
a  standing  in  society  ;  to  replace  them  in  situations 
in  which  they  may  be  encouraged  to  exert  their  in- 
dustry and  enterprise  for  the  benefit  of  themselves, 
their  families,  and  their  fellow-citizens. 

We  did  not  complain  then,  nor  do  we  now  com- 
plain of  our  patriotic  [u-ivations.  We  gloried  in 
them,  because  we  believed  them  connected  with 
the  common  defence  and  general  welfare.  We 
ask  our  Western  brethren  to  behold  our  example, 
to  imitate  our  patient  loyalty,  to  rival  our  suffering 
virtue.  Their  trials,  compared  with  ours,  will  in 
experiment  be  found  light.  The  little  finger  of 
the  commercial  was  heavier  than  the  whole  hand 
of  the  restriction  on  slaves.  The  same  power 
which,  by  regulating  commerce,  destroyed  navi- 
gation, might  as  legitimately  be  exerted  to  pre- 
vent a  tramc,  domestic  as  well  as  foreign,  as  dis- 
graceful to  our  Republic  as  it  is  inconsistent  with 
the  first  principles  of  liberty  and  the  inherent  rights 
of  mankind. 

To  the  evils  of  slavery,  where  slavery  exists  by 
compact,  there  is,  perhaps,  no  adequate  remedy. 
But  not  to  prevent,  where  there  is  a  power  of  pre- 
vention, is  a  strange  repugnance  of  practice  to 
theory.  And  to  diminish  the  whole  quantity  of 
an  evil  by  making  it  more  extensive,  by  increasing 
it  in  a  tenfold  ratio,  appears  to  me  worse  than  that 
quackery  in  the  boasted  art  of  healing,  which,  in- 
stead of  extracting,  should  scatter  the  morbid  mat- 
ter of  the  diseased  part  throughout  the  whole  frame, 
till  all  that  was  sound  should  become  infected. 
Respecting  the  introduction  of  slavery  in  the 
Western  territory,  the  learned  aphorisms  of  the 
learned  gentleman,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  quoted  in  a 
learned  language,  would  apply  with  great  perti- 
nence and  force;  "  resist  beginnings;  an  ounce  of 
prevention  is  better  than  a  pound  of  remedy." 

Where  there  is  a  demand  for  any  commodity, 
there  the  market  will  be  supplied.  Open  a  profit- 
able sale  for  slaves  in  the  .Missouri,  and  Africans 
will  be  brought  there  to  market  by  all  means,  and 
from  all  quarters.  The  shortsighted  avarice  of 
individuals  will  elude  all  your  laws,  the  activity  of 
your  peace  officers,  the  vigilance  of  your  fleets  or 
armies.  In  opposition  to  all  that  can  be  done,  there 
will  be  fresh  importations,  and  undci  sellers  in  the 
market,  which  will  defeat  the  hopes  which  you  in- 
dulge of  gain.  There  is  no  way  so  effectual  to 
firevent  this  inhuman  traffic,  so  contrary  to  all 
aws  founded  on  the  broad  basis  of  universal 
equality,  both  human  and  divine,  as  to  remove  all 
temptation,  to  render  the  trade  as  unprofitable  as 
it  is  odious.  This  will  be  laying  the  axe  at  the 
root  of  the  tree,  and  giving  it  a  fatal  stroke  by 
which  it  will  wither,  droop,  and  die.  To  remove 
the  temptation,  and  to  render  this  traffic  unprofit- 
able, is  in  accordance  with  the  policy  so  early 
adopted,  and  so  perseveringly  pur-^ued,  by  that 
society  to  whom  the  cause  oi  humanity  is  indebted 
for  many  of  its  triumphs,  and  in  whose  lives  the 


principles  of  a  pure  and  benign  religion  are  exem- 
plified ;  I  mean  the  Friends.  As  they  have  the 
merit  of  being  among  the  first  to  concert  measures 
to  abolish  slavery,  they  can  feel  the  greater  joy  in 
seeing  their  labors  croAvned  with  so  much  success. 
For  their  well  directed,  unrelenting  efforts  to  un- 
loose the  heavy  burden,  and  to  break  every  yoke, 
they  deserve  well  of  mankind,  and  will,  doubtless, 
receive  the  benedictions  reserved  for  those  who 
"  break  the  rod  of  the  oppressor  and  let  the  prisoner 
go  free." 

In  the  course  of  this  debate,  Mr.  Chairman,  fre- 
quent references  have  been  made  to  the  state  papers, 
or  history  of  Vermont.  But,  stripped  of  the  col- 
oring of  the  commentators,  who  have  taken  the  usual 
license  of  culling  their  texts  and  putting  on  the 
glos^,  I  see  nothing  of  the  marvellous  in  them. 
What  were  the  claims  which  the  citizens  of  Ver- 
mont set  up  ?  Did  they  ever  claim  the  right  to 
control  the  Union,  or  to  intermeddle  with  the  high 
prerogatives  of  the  nation  ?  Did  they  ever  claim 
the  right  to  dictate  to  Congress  what  measures 
should  be  adopted,  what  policy  should  be  pursued, 
what  construction  should  be  put  on  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  in  what  manner  its  provisions  should  be  ap- 
plied ?  Did  they  ever  claim  the  right  to  take  from 
the  National  Government  the  power  to  provide  for 
the  common  defence  and  general  welfare?  I  be- 
lieve, sir,  that  the  brave,  modest,  ptriotic  citizens 
of  Vermont,  for  so  they  ought  to  be  characterized, 
never  made  such  arrogant  pretensions. 

All  I  can  find  in  their  history  is,  the  right  of  self- 
government  asserted,  the  right  oi  regulating  their 
own  internal  concerns,  by  their  own  authority ;  of 
managing  the  affairs  of  their  own  State  in  their 
own  way.  Have  these  rights  ever  been  denied  to 
any  of  the  States  ?  Have  any  attempts  been  made 
to  infringe  them  ?  Their  bold  and  spirited  lan- 
guage was  warranted  by  the  occasion.  They  had 
for  years  existed  as  an  independent  State,  and  aided 
the  United  States  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  They 
sued  for  an  admission  into  the  Union.  Their  suit, 
as  they  thought,  was  evaded  by  vexatious  delays. 
They  felt  themselves  trifled  with  by  those  vrho 
wielded  the  powers  of  the  Confederacy.  They 
perceived,  or  thought  they  perceived,  an  equivoca- 
ting spirit,  not  consistent  with  equity  or  honor. 
They  expressed  themselves  in  the  warmest  language 
of  the  passions.  They  struggled  for  years,  and, 
after  all,  as  the  price  of  admission  into  the  Union, 
had  to  submit  to  such  conditions  as  Congress  saw 
fit  to  impose,  one  of  which  was  the  relinquishn>ent 
of  a  large  tract  of  land.  Such  is  the  infinite  dis- 
similitude in  the  two  cases,  between  that  of  Mis- 
souri and  that  of  Vermont,  that  no  inference  can 
be  drawn  from  the  one^  which  can  fairly  be  applied 
to  the  other. 

Much,  Mr.  .Chairman,  has  been  said  about  the 
State  rights  of  Missouri.  But,  where  is  the  State 
of  M  issouri  ?  In  what  section  of  the  country  does 
it  lie?  For  my  part,  I  know  of  no  such  State  in 
the  Union.  There  is  none  of  that  name  among 
the  twenty-two  that  compose  the  Confederacy  of 
States.  Inhabiting  a  valuable  Territory,  called 
Missouri,  ceded  to  the  United  States  m  full  sove- 
reignty, there  are  citizens,  I  presume,  respectable. 
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worthy  citizens,  amenable  to  our  Government  and 
laws.  But  I  know  not  by  what  authority  any  por- 
tion of  citizens,  however  respectable,  can  chum  the 
attributes  of  sovereignty  and  the  State  rights,  till 
they  are  a  sovereign  State.  This  would  be  claim- 
ing privileges  and  immunities,  and  for  non-exist- 
ences. 

When  Missouri  shall  become  a  Stale,  and  be 
admitted  into  the  Union,  she  may  then  talk  of  her 
State  rights  and  sovereignty.  Bui,  at  present, 
such  language  is  premature.  Where  State  rights 
exist,  there  is  no  attempt  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment to  interfere  with  ihem.  The  restriction  is 
not  to  be  imposed  on  a  Stale,  but  on  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  We  legislate  for  individuals,  and 
not  for  the  State  of  Missouri — no  such  State  is 
known.  The  reasonings  in  favor  of  the  State 
rights  of  a  non-existing  Slate  must  be  on  assumed 
premises,  and  the  conclusion  drawn  unwarrantable. 
They  presuppose  what  does  not  exist,  and  ihey  en- 
dow non-existence  with  the  rights  and  attributes  of 
a  sovereign.  The  foundation  on  which  you  build, 
having  no  solidity,  your  superstructure,  however 
towering,  must  fall  to  the  ground. 

As  connected  with  the  question  before  you,  Mr. 
Chairman,  gentlemen  have  enlarged  on  the  right  of 
self-government.  As  applied  to  a  body  politic, 
what  do  they  intend  by  self-government  ?  Do  they 
mean  its  right  to  blindly  follow  the  bent  of  some 
ruling  passion— the  ri^ht  to  trample  on  the  rights 
of  others— the  right  ol  a  part  to  give  laws  to  the 
whole— the  right  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  com- 
munity in  pursuit  of  a  favorite  object  ?  Self-gov- 
ernment, applied  to  bodies  of  men,  as  well  as  to 
an  individual,  includes  the  control  of  the  passions, 
their  subordination  to  reason,  the  guidance  of  dis- 
cretion, the  submitting  to  rules  and  precedents,  de- 
riving their  authority  from  inherent  fitness,  public 
experience,  the  established  maxims  of  the  times, 
and  the  condensed  wisdom  of  ages.  Gentlemen, 
I  am  sensible,  are  shocked  at  the  doctrine  of  pre^ 
cedents.  But  what  will  they  substitute  in  their 
place?  Their  own  opinions,  formed  on  the  spur  of  the 
occasion,  influenced  by  interest  and  caprice?  This, 
sir,  would  be  acting  from  desultory  emotions,  and 
not  according  to  method  or  rule.  It  would  be  set- 
ting up  an  ifrnisfatum  in  place  of  the  polar  star. 

Many  fine  tales  are  told  us  about  a  spirit  of  com- 
promise, of  amity,  of  accommodation.  And,  to 
move  us  to  make  sacrifices  on  the  altar  of  public 
harmony,  the  example  of  the  sages  who  formed  the 
Constitution  is  set  before  us  in  all  its  allurements. 
But,  sir,  what  have  we  to  compromise  ?  Or  what 
IS  your  quid  pro  quo  7  For  emoluments  and  pow- 
er on  your  part,  will  you  give  us  commercial  re- 
strictions, inhibitions  of  a  profitable  trade?  Will 
you  give  us  the  privilege  of  paying  duties  on  im- 
ports without  allowing  us  credit,  and  of  exportinff 
without  debentures  ?  Will  you  give  us  the  pleas- 
ure of  spilUag  our  blood  and  expending  our  treas- 
ure m  your  service,  to  enhance  your  importance, 
and  to  swell  your  triumphs  ?  With  such  gifts,  sir 
we  are  already  well  satisfied-we  have  had  our  full 
tK^'  K  "'•^"1^.  «^nd  reserve  your  bounties  for 
those  who  need  them.  On  some  future  emergen- 
cies they  may  be  more  opportune. 


Between  the  members  of  Congress  and  the  del- 
egates who  formed  the  Constitution,  there  is  an 
infinite  difference.  Out  of  unequal,  unpliant,  or 
heterogeneous  materials,  made  ready  to  their  hands, 
they  had  to  form  a  harmonious  system.  Of  course, 
it  became  necessary  to  compare,  to  adjust,  to  ac- 
commodate, and  so  adapt,  and  to  dispose  of  the 
parts,  as  to  produce  a  beautiful  and  magnificent 
whole.  They  were  delegated  for  this  special  pur- 
pose, and  had  the  right  to  compromise.  We  have 
no  such  right.  We  are  not  negotiators,  but  legis- 
lators. It  is  our  oflSce,  not  to  make  bargains,  but 
to  enact  laws.  We  have  no  legitimate  power  to 
buy  or  sell,  or  make  gain  of  the  people  whom  we 
represent,  or  to  transfer  any  portion  of  their  privi- 
leges from  one  section  of  our  country  to  accom- 
modate that  of  another.  I  believe,  sir,  that  the 
States,  with  all  their  boasted  plenipotencey  never 
possessed,  or  delegated  their  right  to  commit  poli- 
tical sacrilege  or  simoiiy. 

We  are  not  the  architects,  but  the  superintend- 
ents of  the  civil  edifice  which  the  Convention 
erected.  Our  general  duties  are  implied  in  our 
office.  It  is  our  province  to  keep  this  beautiful 
structure  of  liberty  in  repair,  to  preserve  its  sym- 
metry, and  to  guard  it  from  all  injuries.  It  would 
be  a  breach  of  trust  to  suffer  any  of  its  apartments 
to  be  occupied  by  those  who  would  sap  its  foun- 
dations, impair  its  strength,  or  deface  its  ornaments. 

I  have  yet  to  learn,  sir,  why  all  this  sensibility, 
this  animation,  this  alarm  ?  why,  on  the  innocent 
proposition  before  you,  cry  /tavoc,  and  let  slip  Ike 
dogs  of  war  7    Are  State  rights,  where  no  State  is, 
in  danger?     Is  a  pure  and  disinterested  regard  to 
the  people  of  Missouri  the  predominant  passion? 
Are  you  sure,  sir,  that  your  patriotic  ardor,  your 
manly  zeal,  to  prevent  the  encroachments  of  pow- 
er, have  no  spice  of  ambition,  no  tincture  of  ava- 
rice?    Search,  sir,  your  own   breast  before  you 
sarcastically  comment  on  our  philanthropy  and 
religion.     It  has  been  frequently  asserted,  by  gen- 
tlemen who  are  entitled  to  the  highest  considera- 
tion, that  of  all  curses  with  which  our  country  is 
afflicted  that  of  black  slavery  is  the  greatest.   Why, 
then,  are  our  attempts  to  prevent  this  curse  from 
being  entailed  on  a  fair  portion  of  our  territory 
viewed  with  such  abhorrence?    Is   there  more 
than  meets  the  eve?    Do  you  perceive  some  hid- 
den inischief  lurking  under  the  attempt?    Do  you 
perceive  wisdom  and  virtue  laboring  to  strengthen 
the  Union,  establish  justice,  and  insure  domestic 
tranquillity?     Do  you  perceive  concealed  under  it 
the  sword  and  the  purse  to  be  wielded  by  the  sound 
discretion  of  Congress  to  provide  for  the  common 
defence  and  general  welfare?    Or  do  you  seem 
to   perceive  the  movements  of  a  gallant  army, 
conducted   by  able  commanders,  whose  brilliant 
achievements  have  secured  peace  and  prosperity 
to  the  country  and  covered  themselves  with  glory! 
No  wonder  you  startle,  change  color,  and  turn 
pale.     At  the  glory  and  felicity  of  our  country,  the 
most  stout-hearted  of  our  politicians  seem  to  be 
appalled. 

They  see  in  them  a  monstrous  prodigy,  huge, 
ill-shapen,  from  which  light  is  departed.  They 
are  amazed  at  the  spectacle — the  hair  of  their 
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heads  stand  erect  with   horror,  and  their  voice 
cleaves  to  their  jaws: 

<*  Monstrum  borrendam,   informe,  ingrns,  cui  lumen 

adfoiptum. 
*'  Obstupui,  steleruntque  romc,et  vox  faucibus  hetit.*' 

1  should,  sir,  here  offer  an  apology,  did  I  not,  in 
these  embellishments  of  speech,  imitate  the  exam- 
ple of  Virginia.*  Mas.sachusetLs,  reprobate  as  she 
IS,  nvxy  yet  be  permitted  to  hold  a  taper  to  the 
light  of  the  sun. 

As  the  scaffolding  of  ambition,  or  as  a  mere  in- 
strument to  retain  power,  I  do  not  advocate  the 
restriction.  I  seek  no  victory  but  that  of  princi- 
ple— no  triumph  but  that  of  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare.  To  me  it  is  indifferent  by 
which  section  of  the  country  the  sceptre  is  wielded, 
if  it  be  wielded  by  justice,  directed  by  wisdom,  and 
tempered  by  clemency. 

I  care  not,  sir,  by  whose  counsels  the  nation  is 
swayed,  if  by  these  counsels  the  public  safety  and 
happiness  is  promoted.  I  care  not  what  State  ex- 
erts a  paramount  influence,  if  that  influence  is 
salutary  and  benign.  If  Virginia  will  always 
give  us  a  Washington  for  President,  that  ancient 
and  honorable  State  may  enjoy  that  pre-eminence 
forever. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate  insinuations  have 
been  made,  which  cannot  be  misunderstood.  It 
would  indicate  stupidity  to  misconstrue  them.  I 
shall  not  waste  time  to  repel  them,  but  solicit  your 
attention  to  a  statement  which  I  am  about  to 
make. 

You  have,  sir,  in  your  pleasure  grounds  certain 
nuisances;  in  order  to  prevent  their  rank  growth, 
you  spread  them  over  your  farm.  And  because 
they  are  there  becoming  hurtful,  you  attempt  to 
disburden  your  lands  by  diffusing  them  over  the 
surrounding  country.  The  people  who  are  to  be 
afftcled  by  your  attempts  to  spread  such  nuisances 
among  them,  gently  remind  you  of  the  unfairness 
of  your  proceedings,  and  point  out  to  you,  in  re- 
spectful language,  the  injurious  effects  which  must 
result  from  your  conduct.  These  you  meet  with 
menace,  invective,  and  sarcasm,  and  pronounce 
their  precautions  ^to  prevent  a  growing  mischief, 
as  tinctured  with  malice  aforethought,  a  delibe- 
rate design  to  accomplish  your  ruin.  Or,  Mr. 
Chairman,  you  have  a  seat  in  Italy,  near  ^Etna  or 
Vesuvius — you  apprehend  danger  from  the  erup- 
tions of  the  mountains;  and  to  guard  against  the 
injurious  effects,  you  form  machines  to  extract 
from  these  mountains  the  superfluous  lava,  and 
conductors  to  convey  it  to  the  surrounding  king- 
doms, and  thus,  to  free  yourself  from  fear  and 
alarm,  overwhelm  all  Europe  in  one  undislin- 
guishable  ruin. 

The  calamities,  sir,  which  you  are  preparing 
for  yourself  and  posterity,  by  spreading  slavery 
over  the  Western  worltl,  are  bt^yond  calculation ; 
they  will  h^  infinite.  The  ptstiforous  mischief 
will  take  deep  root  in  that  luxuriant  .*oil,  and 
vigorously  fljurish.    A  black  population  will  ovcr- 
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flow  the  land.  The  sable  herds  will  roll  back  upon 
you,  carrying  death  and  misery  in  their  train,  and 
become  more  destructive  to  the  American  Repub- 
lic than  were  the  Goths  and  Vandals  to  the  Roman 
Empire.  I  shudder  at  the  thought  of  being  an  in- 
strument of  entailing  such  a  pest  on  my  country. 

Blind  to  the  consequences  of  your  actions,  to  the 
passions  of  the  moment,  will  you  sacrifice  the  hap- 
piness of  ages  ?  Perceiving  the  bowl  which  con- 
tains the  deleterious  poison  presented  to  the  lips  of 
our  country,  which,  if  swallowed,  will  contami- 
nate her  blood,  and  enervate  her  Constitution,  we 
call,  and  we  call  aloud  on  her,  to  refuse  the  po- 
tion. For  this  more  than  patriotic  attempt,  this 
act  of  filial  piety,  are  we  to  be  considered  as  de- 
signing knaves  or  honest  madmen  ?  To  deter  us 
from  saving  our  country  from  disgrace,  debility, 
and  decay,  do  you  present  to  our  senses  spectacles 
the  most  shocKing?  Do  you  assail  the  ear  with 
the  most  alarming  sounds;  the  eye  with  all  that 
is  to  the  sight  terrific  ;  the  preludes  of  battle,  and 
the  direful  results  ?  Are  we  made  to  hear  and  see 
the  clangor  of  the  trumpet,  the  clash  of  arras,  the 
dying  groans,  and  garments  rolled  m  blood?  Are 
we  forced  to  behold,  in  prospective,  as  the  result 
of  our  enlightened  policy,  the  waters  of  some 
among  the  largest  of  our  rivers  discolored  with 
gore,  and  their  channels  choked  up  by  the  man- 
gled bodies  of  the  slain  ?  Where,  sir,  is  to  be  the 
scene  of  these  horrific  transactions,  this  deplorable 
catastrophe?  On  the  banks  of  the  Delaware  or 
the  Hudson  ?  Most  probably  those  of  the  Hudson 
will  be  preferred,  as  there  imagination  has  laid  the 
.»;cene  of  the  second  Hartford  Convention — there 
the  insidious  plot  to  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fence and  general  welfare — there  the  constructive 
treason  against  the  prescriptive  rights  of  the  South. 

Heap,  sir,  from  the  exuberant  fertility  of  your 
imaginations,  terror  upon  terror,  and  cause  war 
and  slaughter,  and  death  and  carnage,  civil  com- 
motions, and  national  convulsions,  to  pass  in 
review  before  the  pye  of  fancy  ;  threaten  to  pour 
out  upon  us  all  the  evils  of  Pandora's  tiox,  or  to 
let  loo.se  all  the  plagues  of  the  bottomless  pit ! — all 
is  in  vain.  Neither  threats  nor  devices  nor  ma- 
noeuvres nor  arts  crimsoned  with  blood,  will  deter 
us  from  deliberately  adopting  and  steadily  pursu- 
ing a  wise,  equitable,  and  humane  policy,  calcu- 
lated to  perfect  '•  the  Union,  establish  justice,  insure 
*  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common 
'  defence,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure 
'  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  pos- 
'  tenty."  1  ought,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  ask  pardon 
for  the  frequent  repetition  of  this  sentiment.  It  is 
music  to  my  tar,  though  to  the  ears  of  others  it 
seems  to  be  more  unwelcome  than  the  fame  of  the 
hero  of  Pensacola  or  New  Orleans. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  not  apprehensive  that 
these  calamities  will  have  any  existence  but  in  dis- 
turbed imaginations.  I  entertain  a  better  opinion 
of  the  good  sense  of  the  people.  I  cannot  bt  lieve 
that  any  large  portion  of  thcin.  because  a  momen- 
tary passion  is  not  grsiiificd,  will  desert  the  stand- 
ard of  the  Union.  We  are  liable  to  be  deceived, 
even  by  our  senses.  The  eye,  the  most  perfect  of 
ihcm,  does  not  always  present  the  true  image  of 
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thin^.  The  ear  is  stUl  more  fallacious.  Thefeel- 
iags  excited  and  expressed  here  are  not  the  crite- 
rion of  public  sentiment.  And,  to  judge  of  the 
common  mind  by  what  is  witnessed  in  the  Capitol, 
you  are  liable  to  the  same  deception  as  you  would 
be  to  judge  of  the  >.tate  of  the  air,  from  the  wind 
blowing  into  a  close  room  through  a  crevice  or  aper- 
ture. From  the  loudness  or  shrillness  of  the  noise, 
you  might  suppose  that  without  there  were  storms, 
tempests,  hurricanes,  and  tornadoes — "  the  war  of 
elements  and  the  crush  of  worlds !"  But  go  abroad 
and  you  behold  a  serene  sky,  a  placid  sun,  and  a 
salutary  breeze,  only  sufficient  to  purify  the  atmas- 
phere  from  noxious  vapors,  and  to  prerent  the 
corruption  which  all  things  contract  bv  too  much 
rest 

But,  should  .some  choice  irpirits  among  the  people, 
disappointed  in  their  favorite  project,  communi- 
cate their  own  ardor  and  passion  to  numbers,  and 
excite  them  to  rebellion,  what  would  be  the  conse- 
quence ?  The  whole  history  of  our  Republic  will 
inform  you.  No  combinations  against  the  Na- 
ticmal  Grovernment  have  prospered.  It  has  gained 
strength  m  every  rencontre.  Its  arm  is  not  so 
shortened  that  it  cannot  save ;  its  energy  is  not  so 
impaired  that  it  cannot  protect  itself  or  enforce 
its  mandates.  That  power  which  authoritatively 
said  to  the  North  ffire  up,  will  with  equal  effect 
say  to  the  South  keep  back,  and  to  the  West  peace, 
bettid! 

But,  sir,  as  imagination  is  free,  1  will  suppose 
that,  through  the  arts  of  the  designing,  a  spirit  of 
disafl'ection  and  revolt  should  be  communicated  to 
a  large  section  of  our  country,  and  a  formidable 
rebellion  raised  ;igainst  the  laws  enacted  by  the 
Supreme  Legislature,  and  sanctioned  by  the  Su- 
preme Judicial  authority,  and  approved  by  the 
well-affected  people, — what,  sir,  would  be  our  pol- 
icy ?  Think  you,  that  to  save  our  friends  in  that 
section,  we  should  interpose — that  we  should  spill 
our  blood  and  waste  our  treasure  to  coerce  you  to 
a  good  temper  and  submission  ?  No,  sir,  we  should 
leave  vou  to  "  reap  the  fruits  of  your  ways"  and 
"be  filled  with  your  own  devices."  Time  and 
suffering  would  restore  you  to  soundness  of  mind, 
and  bring  you  back  to  your  allegiance. 

Those  who  moved  you  to  treason  would  be  an- 
swerable for  consequences.  All  the  blood  spilt 
would  be  on  their  own  heads.  They  would  be 
responsible  for  the  crimes  committed  to  God,  to 
their  country,  and  to  the  civilized  world. 

Attenipt  Bo  longer  to  alarm  our  fears  about  the 
safety  of  the  Union.  The  Union  is  not  a  rope  of 
sand— it  is  a  '*  threefold  cord,  which  cannot  easily 
be  broken." 

We  of  the  extreme  East  have  evinced  our  at- 
tachment to  tlie  Union,  even  '•  at  times  which 
tried  men's  souls — when  vour  summer's  soldier 
and  sunshine  patriot  shrunk  from  dangtr."  On 
the  apprehension  of  danger  to  the  Union,  we  ral- 
lied round  its  standard,  defended  it  with  our  lives 
wi  '°'"^""^^'  ai»d  made  our  breasts  its  ramparts. 
What,  sir,  is  our  reward  ?  Wc  come  to  you  for  a 
small  boon,  and  that  boon  is  delayed.  Missouri, 
the  adopted  Missouri,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  true 
heir,  has  supplanted  us  in  your  affections.     This 
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Missouri,   lately  an  alien  from  the  family,  and 

scarcely  of  an  age  to  unfold  her  charms,  at  the 
gentlest  tap  at  your  door,  must  be  welcomed  into 
your  drawing-room  with  all  her  menial  servants 
prostrate  at  her  feet,  or  the  whole  House  thrown 
into  confusion.  But  Maine,  with  all  the  beauty, 
the  bloom,  the  fragrance,  of  eighteen,  who  has 
been  devoted  to  your  service,  is  received  with  cruel 
neglect,  and  only  permitted  to  pass  your  thresh- 
old on  the  condition  of  associating  with  your 
slaves.  Is  this  your  treatment  of  a  cnild  who  has 
ever  been  dutiful,  and  manifested  in  all  her  con- 
duct the  most  filial  tenderness  and  respect  ?  When 
she  asks  of  you  bread,  do  you  give  her  a  stone ; 
when  she  desires  a  fish,  do  you  sling  her  with  a 
scorpion  ?     "  Tantfrtie  animift  catlegtibun  ircef' 

We  justly  complain  of  this  partiality  to  your 
new  favorite — if  not  an  illegitimate,  yet  of  foreign 
extraction  and  mixed  blood.  I  sptak  allegorically 
and  mean  no  offence.     Do  you  threatenj  if  Miss 

,  not  in  her  teens,  be  not  gratified  in  all  her 

fond  humors,  to  raise  disturbances  in  the  fam- 
ily— to  sow  the  seeds  of  discord  among  breth- 
ren— to  set  the  "  father  against  the  son,  the  son 
against  the  father,  the  mother  against  the  daugh- 
ter, and  the  daughter  against  the  mother" — to  tear 
up  the  foundation  of  domestic  peace  ?     Look,  sir, 
at  the  consequences  of  your  actions.     Count  the 
cost,  compute  the  gain,  consider  which  section  of 
our  country  has  most  to  lose  by  secession  from  the 
Union,  by  disaffection  and  revolt.     The  North  is 
the  region  of  strength.     The  Eastern  grand  sec- 
tion of  the  Union   has  wealth  and  resources.     It 
has  valor,  patriotism,  and  an  enterprising  spirit. 
'  It  has  navigation  and  commerce.     It  has  a  free 
I  population — an    intelligent,   industrious,   virtuous 
j  people — the  nerve,  the  sinew,  the  vital  principle, 
the  life-blood  of  a  Republic.     With  these  advan- 
tages, and  wisdom  to  avail  ourselves  of  them,  are 
j  we  to  be  driven  from  our  pursuit  of  the  general 
I  welfare  through  menace  or  fear?     Reproach  us 
not  with  the  sterility  of  our  .soil,  the  severity  of 
our  climate.     The  labor,  sir,  of  freemen  will  make 
any  soil  fertile — liberty,  any  climate   delightful. 
Industry,  enterprise,  and  commerce,  lead  to  wealth, 
and  wealth   to  power  and   importance.     Need  I 
mention  the  States  which,  less  favored  by  nature, 
in  some  respects,  with  commerce,  industry,  enter- 
prise, have  taken  an  imjposing  attitude,  and  com- 
manded the  deference  of  surrounding  nations?     I 
refer  you  to  the  Venetians  and  Dutch;  I  refer  you 
to  the  English,  who,  by  navigation,  commerce, 
and  manufacturing  skill',  attained  to  great  wealth 
and  splendor,  and,  at  times,  wielded  the  destiny  of 
Europe.     I  repeat  it,  therefore,  do  your  utmost,  by 
a  disloyal   and   refractory  spirit,  to  dissolve  the 
Union,  and  accomplish  your  object:  we  have  the 
least  to  fear. 

We  are  prepared  for  the  worst,  though  we  seek 
the  best.  We  shall  cling  to  the  Union  as  long  as 
there  is  the  least  hope  of  safety.  But  if.  through 
the  unmanly  jealousies,  the  headstrong  passions, 
the  ill-directed  ambition  of  the  proud,  aspiring 
States,  this  Union  must  be  dashed  to  pieces,  we 
shall  not  perish.  Escaping  on  some  of  the  larger 
fragments,  of  these  we  shall  reconstruct  a  vessel 


of  State,  in  which,  if  not  with  so  much  glory,  we 
may  be  wafted  along  on  a  gentle  current  of  pros- 
perity, and  enjoy  peace,  safety,  and  felicity. 

But,  sir,  the  people  of  the  United  States  have 
too  much  good  sense,  patriotism,  and  civic  virtue, 
to  lose  sight,  for  any  length  of  time,  of  their  true 
interest,  of  their  substantial  glory.  There  is  in 
them  a  redeeming  spirit.  They  will  never  jeop- 
ardize the  Union  to  gratify  momentary  passions, 
however  inflamed  or  strong.  They  know,  by  ex- 
perience, that  the  measures  of  Government,  wnich, 
at  the  time  of  their  adoption,  have  excited  the 
greatest  ferment,  and  caused  the  greatest  agitation, 
and  seemed  to  be  the  preludes  to  national  convul- 
sions, in  operation  have  been  found  to  have  con- 
tributed most  to  the  safety,  peace,  and  glory  of  the 
nation.  Such  was  President  Washington's  proc- 
lamation of  neutrality,  and  the  policy  which  en- 
sued, by  which  our  countr}'  was  saved  from  an 
unprofitable  and  calamitous  war.  Such  was  the 
treaty  negotiated  by  the  honorable  John  Jay,  un- 
der the  auspices  of  which  our  country  attained  to 
a  prosperity  unexampled  in  the  history  of  nations. 
Tnese,  sir,  were  emphatically  the  halcyon  days  of 
our  Republic.  And  such,  without  the  spirit  of 
prophecy,  I  believe  will  be  the  restriction  on  sla- 
very in  our  Western  territory.  The  succeeding, 
if  not  the  present  generation,  after  the  fervor  of 
the  moment  shall  subside,  will  view,  with  mingled 
emotions  of  regret  and  astonishment,  the  present 
opposition  to  a  measure,  which  will  have  become 
their  ark  of  .safety — their  rock  of  defence. 

1  am  not,  sir,  among  the  diviners  of  the  times, 
who  imagine  that  the  sun  of  our  glory  will  go 
down  at  noon.  I  rather  predict  that  it  will  con- 
tinue to  shine  with  healing  in  its  beams,  and  shed 
on  a  more  extended  horizon  increased  light,  and 
splendor,  and  joy.  Were  I  to  give  scope  to  im- 
agination, I  might  see  in  pro.spective  a  va.st  acces- 
sion of  territory,  of  population,  of  wealth,  and 
grandeur  to  our  nation.  In  this  prospective  view, 
the  Canadas,  with  New  Brunswict  and  Nova 
Scotia,  allured  by  the  wisdom  and  beneficence  of 
our  institutions,  will  stretch  out  their  hands  for  an 
admission  into  this  Union.  The  Floridas  will  be- 
come a  willing  victim.  Mexico  will  mingle  her 
lustre  with  the  federal  constellation.  South  Ame- 
rica, in  token  of  fellowship,  will  burn  incense  on 
our  Republican  altar.  The  Republic  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  have  dominion  from  sea  to  sea, 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  from 
the  river  Columbia  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  The 
American  Eagle,  in  a  serene  sky,  will  soar  aloft  to 
the  stars  of  Heaven.  Fame,  with  her  loudest 
trumpet,  will  sound  the  greatness  of  our  country 
from  pole  to  pole.  The  proudest  nations  of  the 
globe,  in  admiration  of  her  renown,  shall  court 
her  friendship.  The  blessings  of  our  Grovernment 
shall  be  felt  throughout  the  world.  Its  influence 
•shall  come  down  upon  all  the  people  like  rain  on 
the  mown  grass — as  showers  that  water  the  earth. 
In  the  plenitude  of  its  power  shall  the  righteous 
flourish,  and  abundance  of  peace,  so  \on^  as  the 
moon  endureth. 

Mr.  Wooo,  of  New  York,  followed  Mr.  Ccsh- 
.MA.N,  and  advocated  the  restriction. 


Mr.  PiNCKNBY,  of  South  Carolina,  addressed 
the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman:  It  was  not  my  intention  at  first, 
and  it  is  not  now  my  wish,  to  rise  on  this  import- 
ant question :  one  that  has  been  so  much  and  so 
ably  discussed  in  both  branches  of  CongT«»s:  one 
that  has  been  the  object  of  so  many  meetings  of 
the  people  of  the  different  States,  and  of  so  many 
resolutions  of  the  legislatures,  and  instructions  to 
their  members:  but  I  am  so  particularly  circum- 
stanced, that  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  it.  Coming 
from  one  of  the  most  important  of  the  Southern 
States,  whose  interests  are  deeply  involved,  and 
representing  here  a  city  and  district  which,  I  be- 
lieve, export  more  of  our  native  products  than  any 
other  in  the  Union;  having  been  also  a  member  of 
the  Old  Congress,  some  important  acts  of  which 
are  brought  into  question  on  this  occasion,  and. 
above  all,  being  the  only  member  of  the  General 
Convention  which  formed  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  now  on  this  floor,  and  on  whose 
acts  rests  the  great  question  in  controversy,  how 
far  you  are  or  are  not  authorized  to  adopt  this 
measure,  it  will,  from  all  these  circumstances,  be 
seen  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  avoid  request- 
ing your  permission  to  state  some  observations  in 
support  of  the  vote  I  shall  give  on  a  question, 
certainly,  the  most  important  that  can  come  be- 
fore Congress :  one,  to  sav  the  least  of  it,  on  which 
may  depend,  not  only  tne  peace,  the  happiness, 
and  the  best  interests,  but,  not  improbably,  the 
existence  of  that  Union  which  has  been,  since  its 
formation,  the  admiration  of  the  world,  and  the 
pride,  the  glory,  and  the  boast,  of  every  American 
bosom  that  beats  within  it. 

In  performing  this  solemn  duty,  I  trust  I  shall 
do  it  with  that  deference  to  the  opinions  of  others 
which  it  is  always  my  duty  to  show  on  this  respect- 
able floor,  and  that  I  shall  oe  as  short  as  the  nature 
of  the  subject  will  permit,  and  completely  moderate. 
Indeed,  in  questions  of  this  importance,  moderation 
appears  to  me  to  be  indispensable  to  the  discovery 
of  truth.  I,  therefore,  lament  extremely  that  so 
much  warmth  has  been  unnecessarily  excited,  and 
shall,  in  the  remarks  I  may  make,  studiously  avoid, 
what  I  conceive  the  decorum  of  debate  ought  to 
enjoin  upon  every  member. 

At  the  time  I  left,  or  sailed,  from  the  city  I  here 
represent,  scarcely  a  word  was  said  of  the  Missouri 
question  ;  no  man  there  ever  supposed  that  one  of 
such  magnitude  was  before  you.  I,  therefore,  have, 
since  the  serious  aspect  this  subject  has  assumed, 
received  numerous  inquiries  on  it,  and  wishes  to 
know  my  opinion  as  to  the  extent  and  consequen- 
ces of  it.  I  have  candidly  replied,  that,  so  far  as 
respects  the  regaining  an  ascendency  on  both  the 
floors  of  Congress;  of  regaining  the  possession  of 
the  honors  and  offices  of  our  Government ;  and  of, 
through  this  measure,  laying  the  foundation  of  for- 
ever securing  their  ascendency,  and  the  powers  of 
the  Government,  the  Eastern  and  Northern  States 
had  a  high  and  deep  interest.  That,  so  far  as  re- 
spects the  retaining  the  honors  and  offices  and  the 
powers  of  the  Government,  and  the  preventing  the 
establishment  of  principles  to  interfere  with  them, 
the  Southern  ancl  Western  States  had  equal  inter- 
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est  with  the  Northern.  But,  that,  when  we  con- 
sider to  what  lengths  the  right  of  Congress  to  touch 
the  question  ot  slavery  at  all  might  reach,  it  became 
one,  indeed,  of  tremendous  import. 

Among  the  reasons  which  have  induced  ine  to 
rise,  one  is  to  express  ray  surprise.  Surprise,  did 
I  say  ?  I  ought  rather  to  have  said,  my  extreme 
astonishment,  at  the  assertion  I  heard  made  on 
both  floors  of  Congress,  that,  in  forming  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  particularly 
that  part  of  it  which  respects  the  representa- 
tion on  this  floor,  the  Northern  and  Eastern  States, 
or,  as  they  are  now  called,  the  non-slavetolding 
Slates,  have  made  a  great  concession  to  the  South- 
ern, in  granting  them  a  representation  of  three- 
fifths  of  their  slaves ;  that  they  saw  the  conces- 
sion was  a  very  great  and  important  one  at  the 
time,  but  that  they  had  no  idea  it  would  so  soon 
have  proved  itself  of  such  consequence ;  that  it 
would  so  soon  have  proved  itself  to  be  by  far  the 
most  important  concession  that  had  been  made. 
They  say.  that  it  w^as  wrung  from  them  by  their 
affection  to  the  Union,  and  their  wish  to  preserve 
it  from  disMjlutiou  or  disunion  ;  that  they  had,  for 
a  long  time,  lamented  they  had  made  it ;  and  that, 
if  It  was  to  do  over,  no  earthly  consideration  should 
again  tempt  them  to  agree  to  so  unequal  and  so 
ruinous  a  compromise.  By  this,  I  suppose,  Mr. 
Chairman,  is  meant,  that  they  could  have  had  no 
idea  that  the  Western  and  Southern  States  would 
have  grown  with  the  rapidity  they  have,  and  filled 
so  many  of  the  seats  in  this  House ;  in  other  words, 
that  they  would  so  soon  have  torn  the  sceptre  from 
the  East 

It  was.  sir,  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  this 
great  and  unpardonable  error ;  unpardonable,  be- 
cause It  is  a  wilful  one,  and  the  error  of  it  is  well 
known  to  the  ablest  of  those  who  make  it ;  of  de- 
nying the  assertion,  and  proving  that  the  contrary 
is  the  fact,  and  that  the  concession,  on  ihatoccasion, 
was  from  the  Southern  and  the  Northern  States, 
that,  among  others,  I  have  risen. 

It  is  of  tne  greatest  consequence  that  the  proof 
I  am  about  to  give  should  be  laid  before  this  na- 
tion ;  for,  as  the  inequality  of  representation  is  the 
great  ground  on  which  the  Northern  and  Eastern 
Stales  have  always,  and  now  more  particularly 
and  forcibly  than  ever,  raised  all  their  complaints 
on  this  subject,  if  I  can  show  and  prove  that  they 
have  not  even  a  shadow  of  right  to  make  pretences 
or  complaints;  that  they  are  as  fully  represented 
as  they  ought  to  bi ;  while  we,  the  Southern  mem- 
b3rs,  are  unjustly  deprived  of  any  representation 
for  a  large  and  important  part  of  our  population, 
more  valuable  to  the  Union,  as  can  be  shown, 
than  any  ecjual  number  of  inhabitants  in  the 
iNjriherii  and  Eastern  States  can,  from  their  situ- 
atiou,  climate,  and  productions,  possibly  be.  If  I 
can  prove  this,  I  think  1  shall  be  able  to  show  most 
clearly  thj  true  motives  which  have  given  rise  to 
this  measure;  to  strip  the  thin,  the  cobweb  veil 
irom  It,  as  w.ll  as  the  pretended  ones  of  religion,  ' 
hu,naiiiiy,and  love  of  liberlv  ;  and  to  show,  to  use 
tae  soil  terms  the  tUcorum  of  debate  oblige  me  lo  ! 
use,  the  extreme  want  of  ,„odesty  in  those  who  . 
are  already  as  fully  represented  here  as  they  can  i 


be,  to  go  the  great  lengths  they  do  in  endeavoring, 
by  every  effort  in  their  power,  public  and  private, 
to  take  from  the  Southern  and  Western  Stales, 
which  are  already  so  greatly  and  unjustly  deprived 
of  an  ini|>ortanl  part  of  ihe  representation,  a  still 
greater  share ;  to  endeavor  to  establish  the  first 
precedent,  which  extreme  rashness  and  temerity 
have  ever  presumed,  that  Congress  has  a  right  to 
touch  the  qaestion  and  legislate  on  slavery  ;  there- 
by shaking  the  property  in  them,  in  the  Southern 
and  Western  States,  to  its  very  foundation,  and 
making  an  attack  which,  if  successful,  must  con- 
vince them  that  the  Northern  and  Eastern  Statets 
are  their  greatest  enemies ;  that  they  are  preparing 
measures  for  them  which  even  Great  Britain,  in 
the  heat  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  when  all 
her  passions  were  roused  by  hatred  and  revenge  to 
the  highest  pitch,  never  ventured  to  inflict  upon 
them.  Instead  of  a  course  like  this,  they  ought, 
in  my  judgment,  sir,  lo  be  highly  pleased  with 
their  present  situation ;  that  they  are  fully  repre- 
sented, while  we  have  lost  so  great  a  share  of  our 
represenution  j  they  ought,  sir,  to  be  highly  pleased 
at  the  dexterity  and  management  of  their  members 
in  the  Convention,  who  obtained  for  them  this 
great  advantage;  and,  above  all,  with  the  moder- 
ation and  forbearance  with  which  the  Southern 
and  Western  States  have  always  borne  their  many 
bitter  provocations  on  this  subject,  and  now  bear 
the  open,  avowed,  and,  by  many  of  the  ablest  men 
among  them,  undisgyised  attack  on  our  most  valu- 
able rights  and  properties. 

At  the  commencement  of  our  Revolutionary 
struggle  with  Great  Britain,  all  the  States  had 
slaves.  The  New  England  States  had  numbers 
of  them,  and  treated  them  in  the  same  manner  the 
Southern  did.  The  Northern  and  Middle  States 
had  still  more  numerous  bodies  of  them,  although 
not  so  numerous  as  the  Southern.  They  all  en- 
tered into  that  great  contest  with  similar  views, 
properties,  and  designs.  Like  brethren,  they  con- 
tended for  the  benefit  of  the  whole,  learing  to 
each  the  right  to  pursue  its  happiness  in  its  own 
way. 

They  thus  nobly  toiled  and  bled  together,  really 
like  brethren  ;  and  it  is  a  most  remarkable  fact 
that,  notwithstanding  in  the  course  of  the  Revolu- 
tion the  Southern  States  were  continually  overrun 
by  the  British,  and  that  every  negro  in  them  had 
an  opportunity  of  leaving  their  owners,  few  did; 
proving  thereby  not  only  a  most  remarkable  at- 
tachment to  their  owners,  but  the  mildness  of  the 
treatment,  from  which  their  aflection  sprang. 
They  then  were,  as  they  still  are,  as  valuable  a 
part  of  our  population  to  the  Union  as  any  other 
equal  number  of  inhabitants.  They  were,  m  nu- 
merous instances,  the  pioneers,  and  in  all  the  labo- 
rers, olyour  armies.  To  their  hands  were  owing 
the  erection  of  the  greatest  jKirtof  the  fortifications 
raised  for  the  protection  of  our  country ;  some  of 
which,  particularly  Fort  Moultrie,  gave,  at  that 
early  period  of  the  inexperience  and  untried  valor 
of  our  citizens,  immortality  to  American  arms; 
and  in  the  Northern  Slates  numerous  bodies  of 
ihem  were  enrolled  into  and  fought  by  ihe  sides  of 
the  whiles  the  battles  of  the  Revolution. 
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Things  went  on  in  this  way  until  the  period  of 
our  attempt  to  form  our  first  national  compact,  the 
Confederation,  in  which  the  eouality  of  vote  was 
preserved,  and  the  first  squeamishncss  on  the  sub- 
ject of  not  using,  or  even  alluding  to,  the  word 
slavery,  or  making  it  a  part  of  our  political  ma- 
chinery, was  shown.     In  this  compact,  the  value 
o!  the  lands  and  improvements  was  made  the  rule 
for  apportioning  the  public   burdens  and   taxes. 
Hut  the  Northern  and  Eastern  States,  who  are  al- 
ways much  more  alive  to  their  interests  than  the 
Southern,  found  that  their  squeamishness  was  in- 
consistent with  their  interest ;  and,  as  usual,  made 
the  latter  prevail.     They  found  it  was  paying  too 
dear  for  their  qualms  to  keep  their  hand  from  the 
slaves  any  longer.     At  their  instance,  and  on  their 
motion   as  will  appear  by  a  reference  to  the  Jour 
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nals  of  the  Old  Congress,  the  making  lands  the 
rule  was  changed,  and  people,  including  the  whites 
and  three-fifths  of  other  descriptions  was  adopted 
It  was  not  until  in  1781,  that  the  Confederation 
was  adopted  by,  and  became  binding  on,  all  the 
states.     This  miserable,  feeble  mockery  of  Gov- 
ernment crawled  on  until  1785,  when,  from  New 
York  s  refusing  to  agree  with  all  the  States  to  grant 
to  Congress  the  impost,  (I  am  not  sure,  but  I  be- 
lieve she  stood  alone  in  the  refusal,)  the  States 
determined  no  longer  to  put  up  with  her  conduct 
and  absolutely  rebelled  against  the  Government. 
Ihe  first  State  that  did  so  was  New  Jersey  who 
by  a  solemn  act,  passed  in  all  its  proper  forms  by 
her  legislature  and  government,  most  positively 
and  absolutely  refused  any  longer  to  obey  the  requi- 
sitions of  Congress,  or  to  pay  another  dollar.     As 
there  was  no  doubt  other  States  would  soon  fol- 
low their  example— as  Pennsylvania  shortly  did— 
Congress  aware  of  the  mischiefs  which  must  arise 
it  a  di^ssolution  took  place  of  the  Union  before  a 
new  Government  could  be  formed,  sent  a  deputa- 
tion of  their  own  body  to  address  the  Legislature 
ol  New  Jersey,  of  which  I  was  appointed  chair- 

'"^"'i  u  .  *^'^  ''^P^''"  ^^^^^^  ^"^  addressed  them 
and  I  had  the  honor  and  happiness  to  carry  back 
with  me  to  Congress  the  repeal  of  her  act  by  New 
Jersey— a  State,  during  the  whole  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  celebrated  for  her  patriotism,  and  who 
in  this  noble  self-denial,  and  forgetfulness  of  iniu- 
ries  inflicted  by  New  York  on  her  and  the  rest  of 
me  Union,  exhibited  a  disinterestedness  and  love 
of  Union  which  did  her  the  highest  honor. 

The  revolt  of  New  Jersey  and   Pennsylvania 
accelerated  the  new  Constitution.     On  a  motion 
Irom  Virginia  the  Convention  met  at  Philadelphia 
where,  as  you  will  find  from  the  Journals,  we  were 
repeatedly  in  danger  of  dissolving  without  doing 
any  thing  ;  that  body  being  equally  divided  as  to 
large  and  small  States,  and  each  having  a  vote,  and 
Ihe  small  States  insisting  most  pertinaciously,  for 
near  six  weeks  on  equal  power  in  both  branches- 
nothing  but  the  prudence  and  forbearance  of  the 
large  States  saved  the  Union.    A  compromise  was 
made    that  the  small  States  and  large  should  be 
equally  represented  m  the  Senate,  and  proportion- 
ally m  the  House  of  Representatives.     I  am  now 
arrived  at  the  reason  for  which  I  have,  sir,  taken 
the   liberty  to  make  these  preliminary  remarks. 
IGth  CoN.  1st  Sess. — 42 


For,  as  the  true  motive  for  all  this  dreadful  clamor 
throughout  the  Union,  this  serious  and  eventful 
attack  on  our  most  sacred  and  valuable  rights  and 
properties,  js,  to  gain  a  fixed  ascendency  in  the  rep- 
resentation m  Congress ;  and,  as  the  only  flimsy  ex- 
cuse under  which  the  Northern  and  Eastern  States 
shelter  themselves,  is,  that  they  have  been  hardly 
treated  in  the  representation  in  this  House,  and 
that  they  have  lost  the  benefit  of  the  compromise 
they  pretend  was  made,  and  which  I  shall  most 
positively  deny,  and  show  that  nothing  like  a  com- 
promise was  ever  intended. 

By  all  the  public  expenses  being  borne  by  in- 
direct taxes,  and  not  direct,  as  was  expected  ;  if  I 
can  show  that  all  their  pretensions  and  claims  are 
whollv  untrue  and  unfounded,  and  that  while  they 
are  fu llv  represented,  they  did,  by  force,  or  some- 
thing like  It,  deprive  us  of  a  rightful  part  of  our 
representation,  I  shall  then  be  able  to  take  the 
mask  from  all  their  pretended  reasons  and  excuses 
and  show  this  unpardonable  attack,  this  monster' 
in  its  true  and  uncovered  hideousness.  ' 

Long  before  our  present  public  distresses  had 
convinced  even  the  most  ignorant  and  uninformed 
politician  of  the  truth  of  the  maxim  I  am  about  to 
mention,  all  the  well-informed  statesmen  of  our 
Union  knew  that  the  only  true  mode  for  a  large 
agricultural  and  commercial  country  to  flourish 
was  never  to  import  more  than  they  can  pay  for 
by  the  export  of  their  own  native  products ;  that 
li  they  do,  they  will  be  sure  to  plunge  themselves' 
into  the  distressing  and  disgraceful  situation  this 
country  is  in  at  present. 

If,  then,  this  great  political  truth  or  maxim,  or 
call  it  what  you  please,  is  most  unquestionable,  let 
us  now  see  who  supports  this  Government;  who 
raises  your  armies,  equips  your  navies,  pays  your 
public  debt,  enables  you  to  erect  forts,  arsenals 
and  dock  yards.     Who  nerves  the  arm  of  this 
Government  and  enables  you  to  lift  it  for  the  pro- 
tection, the  honor,  and  extension  of  our  beloved 
Republic  into  regions  where  none  but  brutes  and 
savages  have  before  roamed  ?     Who  are  your  real 
sinews  in  war,  and  the  best— I  had  almost  said 
nearly  the  only— sinews  and  sources  of  your  com- 
merce in  peace  ?    I  will  presently  tell  you. 

If,  as  no  doubt,  you  will  in  future  confine  your 
imports  to  the  amount  of  your  exports  of  native 
products,  and  all  your  revenue  is  to  be,  as  it  is 
now,  raised  by  taxes  or  duties  on  your  imports,  I 
ask  you  who  pays  the  expense,  and  who,  in  fact, 
enables  you  to  go  on  with  your  Government  at 
all,  and  prevents  its  wheels  from  stopping  ?    I  will 
diow  you  by  the  papers  which  I  hold  in  my  hand. 
This,  sir,  is  your  Secretary  of  the  Treasury's  re- 
port, made  a  few  weeks  ago,  by  which  it  appears 
that  all  the  exports  of  native  products,  from  Maine 
to  Pennsylvania,    inclusive,   for    the    last   year, 
amounted  to  only  about  eighteen  millions  or  dol- 
lars ;  while  those  among  the  slaveholding  States, 
to  the  southward  of  Pennsylvania,  amounted  to 
thirty-two  millions  or  thereabouts,  thereby  ena- 
bling themselves,  or  acquiring  the  right,  to  import 
double  as  much  as  the  others,  and  furnishing  the 
Treasury  with  double  the  amount  the  Northern 
and   Eastern  States  do.     And  here  let  me  ask 
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from  whence  do  these  exports  arise  ?    By  whose 
hands  are  they  made?     I  answer,  entirely  by  the 
slaves;  and  yet  these  valuable  inhabitants,  with- 
out whom  your  very  Government  could  not  go  on, 
and  the  labor  of  two  or  three  of  whom  in  the 
Southern  States  is  more  valuable  to  it  than  the 
labor  of  five  of  their  inhabitants  in  the  Eastern 
States,  the  States  owning  and  possessing  them  are 
denied  a  representation  but  for  three-fifths  on  this 
floor,  while  the  whole  of  the  comparatively  unpro- 
ductive inhabitants  of  the  Northern  and  Eastern 
States  are  fully  represented  here.     Is  it  just — is 
this  equal  ?     And  yet  they  have  the  modesty  to 
complain  of  the  representation,  as  unjust  and  une- 
qual; and  that  they  have  not  the  return  made 
them  they  expected,  by  taxing  the  slaves,  and 
making  them  bear  a  proportion  of  the  public  bur- 
dens.    Some  writers  on  political  economy  are  of 
opinion  that  the  representation  of  a  State  ought 
always  to  be  equally  founded  on  population  and 
taxation.     It  is  my  duty  to  believe  that  these  are 
the  true  criterions;  for  my  own  State  (South  Ca- 
rolina) having,  in  her  House  of  Representatives, 
124  members,  62  of  them  are  apportioned  by  the 
white  population,  and  62  on  taxation  ;  thus  rep- 
resenting the  contributions  of  our  citizens  in  every 
way,  whether  arising  from  services  or  taxes. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  other  parts  of  this  ques- 
tion, I  have  thus  endeavored  to  give  a  new  view 
of  the  subject  of  representation  in  this  House ;  to 
show  how  much  more  the  Eastern  and  Northern 
States  are  represented  than  the  Southern  and 
Western;  how  little  right  the  former  have  to  com- 
plain, and  how  unreasonable  it  is  that,  while,  to 
continue  the  balance  of  representation  in  the  Sen- 
ate, we  consent  to  give  admission  to  Maine,  to 
mak(;  up  for  Missouri,  they  most  unconscionably 
require  to  have  both,  and  thus  add  four  to  the 
number  now  preparing,  most  cruelly,  to  lift  the 
arm  of  the  Government  against  the  property  of 
the  Southern  and  Western  States. 

If  I  have  succeeded,  as  I  hope  I  have,  in  proving 
the  unreasonableness  of  the  complaints  of  the  East- 
ern and  Northern  States  on  the  subject  of  repre- 
sentation, it  would,  I  suppose,  ap|)ear  extraordinary 
to  the  people  of  this  nation  that  this  attempt 
should  now  be  made,  even  if  Congress  should 
be  found  to  possess  the  right  to  legislate  or  inter- 
fere in  it.  But  if,  in  addition  to  this,  it  should 
be  in  my  power  to  show  that  they  have  not  the 
most  distant  right  to  interfere,  or  to  legislate  at 
all  upon  the  subject  of  slavery,  or  to  admit  a 
State  in  any  way  whatever  except  on  terms  of 
perfect  equality  ;  that  they  have  no  right  to  make 
compacts  on  the  subject,  and  that  the  only  power 
they  have  is  to  see  that  the  government  of  the 
State  to  be  admitted  is  a  repuljlican  one,  having 
legislative,  executive,  and  iudiciary  powers,  the 
rights  of  conscience,  jury,  a  habeas  corpus,  and  all 
the  great  leading  principles  of  our  republican  sys- 
tems, well  secured,  and  to  guaranty  them  to  it :  if 
I  shall  be  able  to  do  this,  of  course  the  attempt 
must  fail,  and  the  amendment  be  rejected. 

The  supporters  of  the  amendment  contend  that 
Congress  have  the  right  to  insist  on  the  prevention 
of  involuntary  servitude  in  Missouri ;  and  found , 


the  right  on  the  ninth  .section  of  the  first  article, 
which  says,  "  the  migration  or  importation  of  such 
'  persons  as  the  States  now  existing  may  think 
'  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the 
'  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1808,  but  a  tax  or  duty 
'  may  be  imposed  on  such  importation  not  exceed- 
'  ing  ten  dollars." 

In  considering  this  article,  I  will  detail,  as  far 
as  at  this  distant  period  is  possible,  what  was  the 
intention  of  the  Convention  that  formed  the  Con- 
stitution in  this  article.  The  intention  was,  to  give 
Congress  a  power,  after  the  year  1808,  to  prevent 
the  importation  of  slaves  either  by  land  or  water 
from  other  countries.  The  word  import^  includes 
both,  and  applies  wholly  to  slaves.  Without  this 
limitation,  Congress  might  have  stopped  it  sooner 
under  their  general  power  to  regulate  commerce ; 
and  it  was  an  agreed  point,  a  so^mnly  understood 
compact,  that,  on  the  Southern  States  consenting  to 
shut  their  ports  against  the  importation  of  Africans, 
no  power  was  to  be  delegated  to  Congress,  nor 
were  they  ever  to  be  authorized  to  touch  the  tjues- 
tion  of  slavery;  that  the  property  of  the  Southern 
States  in  slaves  was  to  be  as  sacredly  preserved, 
and  protected  to  them,  as  that  of  land,  or  any 
other  kind  of  property  in  the  Eastern  States  were 
to  be  to  their  citizens. 

The  term,  or  word,  migration,  applies  wholly  to 
free  whites ;  in  its  Constitutional  sense,  as  in- 
tended by  the  Convention,  it  means  "voluntary 
change  of  servitude,"  from  one  country  to  another. 
The  reasons  of  its  being  adopted  and  used  in  the 
Constitution,  as  far  as  I  can  recollect,  were  lh«  .-e; 
that   the  Constitution  being  a  frame  of  govern- 


ment, consisting  wholly  of  delegated  powers,  all 
|)Ower,  not  expressly  delegated,  being  reserved  to 
the  peojjlc  or  the  States,  it  was  supposed,  that, 
without  some  express  grant  to  them  of  power  on 
the  subjtct,  Congre.ss  would  not  be  authorized  ever 
to  touch  thequestionof  migration  hither,or  emigra- 
tion to  this  country,  however  pressing  or  urgent 
the  necessity  for  such  a  measure  might  be ;  that 
they  could  derive  no  such  power  from  the  usages 
of  nations,  or  even  the  laws  of  war  ;  that  the  latter 
would  only  enable  them  to  make  prisoners  of  alien 
enemies,  which  would  not  be  sufficient,  as  spies 
or  other  dangerous  emigrants,  who  were  not  alien 
enemies,  might  enter  the  country  for  treasonable 
purposes,  and  do  great  injury  ;  that,  as  all  govern- 
ments possessed  this  power,  it  was  neces^ary  to 
give  it  to  our  own,  which  could  alone  exercise  it, 
and  where,  on  other  and  much  greater  points,  we 
had  placed  unlimited  confidence;  it  was,  therefore, 
agreed  th.nt,  in  the  same  article,  the  word  migra- 
tion should  be  placed ;  and  that,  from  the  year 
1808,  Congress  should  possess  the  complete  power 
to  stop  either  or  both,  as  they  might  suppose  the 
public  interest  required;  the  article,  therefore,  is 
a  negativi  prajuanl,  restraining  for  twenty  years, 
and  giving  tiie  power  after. 

The  reasons  lor  restraining  the  power  to  prevent 
migration  hitjier  for  twenty  years,  were,  to  the 
best  of  my  recollection,  these:  That,  as  at  this 
time,  we  had  immense  and  almost  immeasurable 
territory,  peopled  by  not  more  than  two  millions 
and  a  half  of  inhabitants,  it  was  of  very  great 
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consequence  to  encourage  the  emigation  of  able, 
skilful,  and  industrious  Europeans.   The  wise  con- 
duct of  William  Penn,  and  the  unexampled  growth 
of  Pennsylvania,  were  cited.     It  was  said,  that  the 
portals  of  the  only  temple  of  true  freedom  now  ex- 
isting on  earth  should  be  thrown  opea  to  all  man- 
kind ;  that  all  foreigners  of  industrious  habits  should 
be  welcome,  and  none  more  so  than  men  of  science, 
and  such  as  may  bring  to  us  arts  we  are  unac- 
quainted with,  or  the  means  of  perfecting  those  in 
which  we  are  not  yet  sufficiently  skUled— capi- 
talists whose  wealth  may  add  to  our  commerce  or 
domestic  improvements ;  let  the  door  be  ever  and 
most  affectionately  open  to  illustrious  exiles  and 
sufferers  in  the  cause  of  liberty;  in  short,  open  it 
liberally  to  science,  to  merit,  and  talents,  wherever 
lound,  and   receive  and  make  them  your  own. 
That  the  safest  mode  would  be  to  pursue  the  course 
for  twenty  years,  and  not,  before  that  period,  put 
it  at  all  mto  the  power  of  Congress  to  shut  it; 
that,  by  that  time,  the  Union  would  be  so  settled, 
and  our  population  would  be  so  much  increased, 
we  could  proceed  on  our  own  stock,  without  the 
farther  accession  of  foreigners ;  that,  as  Congress 
were  to  be  prohibited  from  stopping  the  importa- 
tion of  slaves  to  settle  the  Southern  States,  as  no 
obstacle  was  to  be  thrown  in   the  way  of  their  in- 
crease and  settlement  for  that  period,  let  it  be  so 
with  the  .Northern  and  Eastern,  to  which,  partic- 
ularly New  York  and  Philadelphia,  it  was  ex- 
pected most  of  the  emigrants  would  go  from  Eu- 
rope: and  it  so  happened,  for,  previous  to  the  year 
1S08,  more  than  double  as  many  Europeans  em- 
igrated to  these  States,  as  of  Africans  were  im- 
I>orted  into  the  Southern  States. 

I  have,  sir,  smiled  at  the  idea  of  some  gentle- 
men in  supposing  that  Congress  posse.s.sL'tl  the  pow- 
er to  insert  this  amendment,   from  that  which  is 
given  in  the  Constitution  to  regulate  commerce 
between  the  several   States  ;  and  some  have  as- 
serted, that  under  it,  they  not  only  have  the  pow- 
er to  inhibit  slavery  in  Missouri,  but  even  to  pre- 
vent the  migration  of  slaves  from  one  State  to  ano- 
ther—from Maryland  to  Virginia.     The  true  and 
peculiarly  ludicrous  manner  in  which  a  gentleman 
|rom  that  State  lately  treated  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject, will,  no  doubt,  induce  an  abandonment  of 
this  pretended  right;  nor  shall  I  stop  to  answer 
it  until  gentlemen  can  convince  me  that  migration 
does  not  mean   change  of  residence    from  one 
country  or  climate  to  another,  and  that  the  United 
Slates  are  not  one  country,  one  nation,  or  one  peo- 
ple.     If  the  word  does  mean  as  I  contend,  and 
we  are  one  people,  I  will   then  ask,  how  it  is  pos- 
sible to  migrate  from  one  part  of  a  country  to 
another  part  of  the  same  country?     Surely,  sir, 
when  such  straws  as  these  are  caught  at  to  sup- 
port a  right,  the  hopes  of  doing  so  must  he  slender 
indeed.    I  will  only  mention  here,  as  it  is  perfectly 
within  my  recollection,  that  the  power  was  given 
to  Congress  to  regulate  the  commerce  by  water 
between   the  States,  and   it  being  feared,   by  the 
Southern,  that  the  Ea.stern  would,  whenever  they 
could,  do  so  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  Southern 
States,  you  will  find,  in  the  6th  section  of  the  1st 
article.  Congress  arc  prevented  from  taxing  ex- 


ports, or  giving  preference  to  the  ports  of  one  State 
over  another,  or  obliging  vessels  bound  from  one 
State  to  clear,  enter,  or  pay  duties  in  another ; 
which  restrictions,  more  clearly  than  any  thing 
else,  prove  what  the  power  to  regulate  commerce 
among  the  several  States  means. 

The  gentlemen,  being  driven  from  these  grounds 
come  then  to  what  they  call  their  great  and  inJ 
pregnable  right— that,  under  the  3d  section  of  the 
4th  article,  it  is  declared,  new  States  may  be  ad- 
mitted into  this  Union  by  the  Congress;  and  that, 
by  the  latter  clause  of  the  same  section,  the  Con- 
gress shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all 
needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  terri- 
tory or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United 
States. 

By  the  first  clause  they  contend,  that  Congress 
has  an  ample  and  unlimited  command  over  the 
whole  subject ;  that  they  can  reject  the  admission 
of  a  State  altogether,  or  can  admit  one,  and  impose 
such  conditions,  or  make  such  compacts  with  a 
State  as  they  may  please ;  and  that,  unless  a  State 
accepts  the  offers  they  may  make,  they  may  refuse 
her  admission.  Let  us  first  inquire  what  the  laws 
of  nations  call  a  State.  Vattei  says,  "  Nations  or 
'States  are  bodies  politic  :  societies  of  men  united 

•  together   to  procure  their  mutual  safety  and  ad- 

*  vantage  by  means  of  their  union.     Such  a  society 
'  has  its  affairs  and   interests;  it  deliberates  and 
'  resolves  in  common,  and  thus  becomes  a  moral 
'  person,  having  an  understanding  and  a  will  pe- 
'  culiar  to  itself,  and  is  susceptible  of  obligations 
'  and  laws."     This  is  what  he  calls  a  State.  What 
do  we  call  one  ?    A  territory  inhabited  by  a  peo- 
ple living  under  a  government  formed  by  them- 
selves, which  government  possesses,  in  a  repub- 
lican form,  ali  the  legislative,  executive,  and  ju- 
diciary powers  necessary  to  the  protection  of  the 
lives,  liberties,  characters  and  properties  of  their 
citizens,  or  which  they  can  exercise  for  their  ben- 
efit, and  have  not  delegated  to  the  General  Got- 
ernment,  for  the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare of  an  union,  composed  of  a  number  of  States, 
whose  rights  and  political  powers  are  all  perfectly 
equal ;  that,  among  these,  one  of  the  most  import- 
ant is,  that  of  deciding  for  themselves  what  kind 
of  persons  shall  inhabit  their  country,  po  others 
being  either  so  capable  or  fit  to  judge  on  this  very 
important  point  as  respects  their  private  happiness 
as  themselves,  as  they  alone  are  either  to  suffer  or 
benefit  from  the  injudicious  or  wise  choice  they 
may  make  ;  that  as  the  other  States  possess  com- 
pletely this  power,  Missouri  has  the  same  right ; 
that,  if  she  was  inclined,  she  could  not  give  to 
Congress  the  right  to  decide  for  her,  nor  could  the 
latter  accept  it ;  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  Missouri 
being  against  the  prohibition,  to  insist  on  it,  is  to 
entirely  put  it  out  of  her  power  to  enter  the  Union, 
and  to  keep  her  in  a  state  of  colonial  tyranny ; 
that,  if  you  can  exercise  this  right,  where  will  you 
stop  ?    May  you  not  dictate  to  her  the  nature  of  the 
government  she  shall  have?  may  you  not  give  her 
a  plural  executive,  a  legislature  for  six  and  judges 
for  one  year  ?     If  you  say  there  shall  be  no  slavery, 
may  you  not  say  toere  shall  be  no  marriage  ?  may 
you  not  insist  on  her  being  different  in  every  respect 
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from  the  others  1  Sir,  if  you  are  determined  to  break 
the  Constitution  in  this  important  point,  rou  may 
even  proceed  to  do  so  in  the  essences  of  the  very 
form  you  are  bound  to  guaranty  to  them.  Instead 
of  endeavoring  to  lessen  or  injure  the  force  and 
spirit  of  the  State  governments,  every  true  friend 
of  his  country  ought  to  endeavor,  as  far  as  he  can, 
to  strengthen  them ;  for,  be  assure*!,  it  will  be  to  the 
strength  and  increase  of  our  State  governments, 
more  than  any  other,  that  the  American  Republic 
will  owe  its  firmness  and  duration. 

The  people  of  Europe,  from  their  total  ignor- 
ance of  our  country  and  Government,  have  always 
augured  that  its  great  extent,  when  it  came  to  oe 
thickly  peopled,  would  occasion  its  separation ; 
this  is  still  the  opinion  of  all,  and  the  hope  of  many 
there ;  whereas,  nothing  can  be  more  true  in  our 
politics  than  that,  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of 
the  State  governments,  the  strength  and  solidity 
of  the  Federal  Government  are  augmented  ;  so 
that,  with  twenty  or  twenty-two  governments,  we 
shall  b«  much  more  secure  from  disunion  than 
with  twelve,  and  tea  times  more  so  than  if  we 
were  a  single  or  consolidated  one.  By  the  indi- 
vidual States  exercising,  as  they  do,  all  the  powers 
necessary  for  municipal  or  individual  purposes — 
trying  all  questions  of  property,  and  punishing  all 
crimes  not  belonging,  in  either  case,  to  the  federal 
courts,  and  leaving  the  General  Government  at 
leisure  and  in  a  situation  solely  to  devote  itself  to 
the  exercise  of  the  great  powers  of  war  and  peace, 
commerce  and  our  connexions  with  foreigners, 
and  all  the  natural  authorities  delegated  by  the 
Constitution,  it  eases  them  of  a  vast  quantity  of 
business  that  would  very  much  disturb  the  exer- 
cise of  their  general  powers.  Nor  is  it  clear  that 
any  single  government,  in  a  country  so  extensive, 
could  transmit  the  full  influence  of  the  laws  neces- 
sary to  local  purposes  through  all  its  parts ;  where- 
as, the  State  governments,  having  all  a  conve- 
nient surrounding  territory,  exercise  these  powers 
with  ease,  and  are  always  at  hand  to  give  aid  to  the 
federal  tribunals  and  officers  placed  among  them 
to  execute  their  laws,  should  assistance  be  neces- 
sary. Another  great  advantage  is,  the  almost 
utter  impossibility  of  erecting  among  them  the 
standard  of  faction,  to  any  alarming  degree,  against 
the  Union,  so  as  to  threaten  its  dissolution,  or  pro- 
duce changes  m  any  but  a  Constitutional  way.  It 
is  well  known  that  faction  is  always  much  more 
easy  and  dangerous  in  small  than  large  countries  ; 
and  when  we  consider  that,  to  the  security  afforded 
by  the  extent  of  our  territory  are  to  be  added,  the 
guards  of  the  State  Legislatures,  which  being  se- 
lected as  they  are,  and  always  the  most  proper  or- 
gans of  their  citizens'  opinions  as  to  the  measures 
of  the  General  Government,  stand  as  alert  and 
faithful  sentinels  to  disprove,  as  they  did  in  the 
times  that  are  past,  such  acts  as  appear  impolitic 
or  unconstitutional,  or  to  approve  and  support,  as 
they  have  frequently  done  since,  such  as  were  pat- 
riotic or  praiseworthy.  With  such  guards  it  is 
impossible  for  any  serious  opposition  to  be  made 
to  the  Federal  Government  on  slight  or  trivial 
grounds;  nor,  through  such  an  extent  of  territory  ! 
or  number  of  States,  would  any  but  the  most  ty-  I 


rannical  or  corrupt  acts  claim  serious  attention ; 
I  and,  whenever  they  occur,  we  can  always  safely 
1  trust  to  a  sufficient  number  of  the  States  arraying 
j  themselves  in  a  manner  to  produce  by  their  infiu- 
I  ence  the  necessary  reforms,  in  a  peaceable  and 
legal  mode.     With  twenty-four  or  more  States  it 
will  be  impossible,  sir,  for  four  or  five  States,  or 
'<  any  comparatively  small  number,  ever  to  threaten 
the  existence  of  the  Union.     They  will  be  easily 
I  seen  through  by  the  other  eighteen  or  twenty,  and 
j  frowned  into  insignificance  and  submission  to  the 
general  will,  in  all  cases  where  the  proceedings  of 
the  Federal  GJovernmcnt  are  approved  by  them. 
And,  even  in  cases  where  doubts  may  arise  as  to 
the  wisdom  or  policy  of  their  measures,  all  factious 
,  measures  will  be  made  to  wait  Constitutional  re- 
dress, in  the  peaceable  manner  prescribed   by  the 
,  Constitution. 

Without  the  instrumentality  of  the  States  in  a 
country  so  large  and  free,  and  with  their  Govern- 
ment at  a  great  distance  from  its  extremities,  there 
would  be  considerable  danger  of  faction  ;  but  at 
present  there  is  very  little,  and,  as  the  States  in- 
crease, the  danger  will  lessen  ;  and  it  is  this  admi- 
rable expanding  principle  or  system,  if  I  may  use 
the  term,  which,  while  it  carries  new  States  and 
governments  into  our  forests  and  increases  the  pop- 
ulation and  resources  of  the  Union,  must  unques- 
tionably, at  the  same  time,  add  to  its  means  to 
resist  and  repress  with  case  all  attacks  of  foreign 
hostility  or  domestic  faction.  It  is  this  system, 
which  IS  not  at  all  understood  in  P'.urope  and  too 
little  among  ourselves,  that  will  long  keep  us  a 
stron;^  and  united  people;  nor  do  I  see  any  ques- 
tion, but  the  one  which  respects  slavery,  that  can 
ever  divide  us. 

The  question  being  the  admission  of  a  new  State, 
I  hope  these  remarks  will  be  considered  as  in  point, 
as  they  go  to  show  the  importance  of  the  State 
governments,  and  how  really  and  indeed  indispen- 
sably they  are  the  pillars  of  the  PVderal  Govern- 
ment, and  how  anxious  we  should  be  to  strengthen 
and  not  to  impair  them,  to  make  them  all  the  strong 
and  eq^'tal  supporters  of  the  federal  system. 

With  respect  to  Louisiana,  Congress  have  already 
by  their  acts  solemnly  ratified  the  treaty  which  ex- 
tends to  all  the  States,  created  out  of  that  purchase, 
the  benefits  of  an  admission  into  the  Union  on 
equal  terms  with  the  old  States;  they  gave  to 
Louisiana  first,  and  afterwards  to  Missouri  and 
Arkansas,  Territorial  governments,  in  all  of  which 
they  agreed  to  the  admission  of  slaves.  Louisiana 
was  incorporated  into  the  Union,  allowing  their 
admission;  Missouri  was  advanced  to  the  second 
grade  of  Territorial  government,  without  the  pro- 
hibition of  slavery  :  thus,  for  more  than  sixteen 
years,  Missouri  considered  herself  precisely  in  the 
situation  of  her  sister  Louisiana,  and  many  thou- 
sands of  slaves  have  been  carried  by  settlers  there. 
To  deny  il,  then,  now,  will  operate  as  a  snare, 
unworthy  the  faith  of  this  Government.  What  is 
to  be  done  ?  Are  the  slaves  now  there  to  be  man- 
umitted, or  their  masters  obliged  to  carry  them 
away,  break  up  all  their  settlements,  and,  in  this  un- 
just and  unexpected  manner,  to  be  hurled  into  ruin  ? 
If  we  are  to  pay  no  respect  to  the  Constitution,  or 
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to  treaties,  are  we  to  pay  no  respect  to  our  own 
laws,  by  which  the  faith  of  the  nation  has,  for 


If  this  is  the  reasoning  of  the  best  writers  on  the 
laws  of  nations,  are  we  now  disposed,  for  the  first 


Sixteen  years,  been  solemnly  pledged  hat  no  nm  ;  V  S! V^''  ^'^  "^^  "^'^r  disposed,  for  the  first 
hibition  would  take  place,  LTfla very  in  thC"  '?;' ^°  **^.^^V,°^^"-"'°«»V'°['"'^'^""°g^^'^  «a^'o» 
States?  I  have  said  so  much,  to  show  how  im  wm.L  ,'h '\  ^'  '^''  °^.  '^!  ^*^°^'  ^°^^<^'  «^d 
portantit  is  to  the  firmness  ^nd\T.Zn.ZT.    r!^}}L\^' ^  '"^^^l  Are  we,  who  have  so 

American  Union,  to  preserv( 
government  in  the  full  posse 

secured  by  the  Constitution.  "         k;tK«,»    u  ui    — r" "V^" — ^^muu  our 

I  have  hitherto  said  nothin-  of  the  treatv  as  I  o !  o  V^^^^^^f'  ^"^  ^{^^  uncharged,  Republic 
consider  the  rights  of  MiLourf  to  rist  onThe  Con  I  we  ir  h'""^^'  '°  ^'^''  Governments?^  Are 
stitution  so  strSngly,  as  not  riuire  the  aid  of  the'  Z\'  f  .';J^^a^^ays  kept  our  treaties  with  scru- 
treaty.  But,  I  wnf,'aTtSe  same  tTme  sa^'*  that  *^f  l'  s^dl^eH  ^'h  ""'\  ^"'  ^"^'"'^  neighbors,  and  con- 
there  was  no  righ    under  thi  StftutiontVp  ^  K^^^^ 

treaty,  of  itself,  i^  sufficient,  and  fuHyo  to  '.ve  I  LrnVc^k  t '  VT  "°^'  ^°'  '^'  «"*  ^•°^^'  '« 
it  to  her.     Le    us,  however  shortlv  exam  hp^  h!    r    ?i    k     u""  *^^  our  former  courses,  and  make  our 

treaty      The  words  arrt^ele -'"^i^h^mSan't    '  Sl'o^tTonal'fafth?"  ^^t}Z'r  ^'^"^ 

:  l^^n^^lf  r  ^?;iit:S^^t^;'^xri?t;^ '  -1.^:;;:;^^^^^ 

'  as  soon  as  possible,  accordinrto'  the  nriSi  treLti^'  sh^ir.^  '*''^'''  ?^^''>  ^°"*^*^"'  ^^^^' 
*  of  the  Federal  Constitution"  to  t^eSjoyS  w^osrhenpir  ^  '"""'''"""^  !?  /^"^  °^  ^^°^^  ^^' 
'  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  ir^muS  of   L  rh!  p  they  were  made  ?    And  was  it  not 

'  the  citi/ens  $f  the  United^^'tates  ''  Of  th^L  k  •  t \t  !?""^'f  benefit  of  Louisiana  (all  Louisiana, 
is  particularly  observable,  that  to  eave  no  donhr  ^  ?.  ,  T'  ^V™'/'^.!^^^.  '^''  ''^^'Y  ^^'  ^nade 
on'  the  mind^of  either  of 'tKvenments  wh?ch  '  fni^th  tM^t"^"  ^^.'^r'  ""^  '^^  '^^'  "^^^ 
formed  it,  or  of  any  impartial  man  so  much  mins  I  ^r^..n-  •  T^T  °^  ^^''  ^°*°°'  «!"**  "g^^s, 

are  taken 'to  secure  to  L^u  Siangan 'the  rthts  oHhe  '  ^uCnT'  ^1^  ^'^-^'^'^V^f,'  ^^'^  '^^  citizens  of 

whcD  you  now  find  that  your  Governmenl  Tias  '  JuK-  ??S7  ™  V  k  .u  "Jf,  '5.''^  ordinance  of 
solemnfy  pledged  ttself  to  bi.ow  on°  an"  guS  amy  «  .*od  of  "he'^salfn.  Jf  ,h'e  Pn^  '^°?^"'''  IV^ 
to,  Louisiana  a  the  privilcees  exemDtions  anrf  -  Slilk:,  <■  r  ^  l  ""^  Convention  in  Phila- 
freedom,  rights,  imn>un,tie.,Td  advanCS'  f,?,'!  >  1'  Pfe..'^^  u^^S']"^  ""^  Constitution,  by  which 


Ireedom,  rights,  immunities,  and  advantages,  jus- 
tice, just  claims,  conveniences,  gains,  benefits, 
and  favorable  circumstances,  enjoyed  by  the  other 
States  ? 

«  i?  ^P*^''**'|n^  of  treaties,  Vattel  states  as  follows : 

^  The  implicit  submission  to  their  authority  which 

is    exhibited   everywhere,  proves   the  strength, 

indeed,  unanswerable  strength,  in  which  it  is 

*  founded." 

These  .writers  say,  that  every  thing  which  the 
■  w  ^^  renders  inviolable  is  sacred  in  so- 

ciety. Who,  then,  can  doubt  that  treaties  are  in 
the  number  of  those  things  that  are  held  most 
sacred  by  nations  ?  They  determine  the  most  im- 
portant affairs,  give  rules  to  their  pretensions,  and 
secure  their  most  precious  interests.  But  treaties 
are  on  y  vain  words,  if  they  are  not  considered  as  in- 
violable rules  to  sovereigns,  and  as  sacred  through- 
out the  whole  world.  Treaties  are,  then,  most 
holy  and  sacred  among  nations ;  and,  if  people 
are  not  wanting  to  themselves,  infamy  must  ever 
be  the  share  of  him  who  violates  his  faith  ;  for 
in  doing  so,  he  violates  the  law  of  nations ;  he  de^ 
spises  that  faith  which  they  declare  sacred  j  he  is 
doubly  guilty— he  does  an  injury  to  all  nations 
and  wounds  the  whole  human  race.  '  i 


->.^^.,-,  .w.  XV...U1UW  iijc  ^unsuiuuon,  Dy  whic 
that  body  rthe  Old  Congress)  undertook  ti  form  a 
code  for  the  future  settlement,  government,  and 
admission  into  the  Union,  of  all  the  Territory 
Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  ceded  by  Virginia  to 
the  United  States  in  1785;  which  cession  has  so 
often  been  read  to  the  House  in  this  discussion. 
On  this  subject,  I  beg  leave  to  remark  that,  by  the 
Confederation  of  the  United  States,  the  old  Con- 
gress had  no  power  whatever  but  that  of  admitting 
new  btates,  provided  nine  States  assented     By 
this,  It  is  most  unquestionable,  that  no  number  of 
bates  under  nine  had  any  right  to  admit  new 
states      Of  course,  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Conlederation  that,  on  so  important  a  measure  as 
tbe  establishment  of  governments  for,  and   the 
admission  of,  new  States,  Congress  should  never 
possess  the  power  to  act,  unless  nine  States  were 
represented  in  that  body  at  the  time  of  their  doing 
so.     This  ordinance,  therefore,  in  prescribing  the 
forms  of  government,  as  they  respected  legislative, 
executive,  and  judiciary  powers,  in  establishing 
bills  of  rights,  and  the  times  and  terms  of  their  ad- 
mis.sion  into  the.  Union,  and  inhibiting  servitude 
therein,  is  chargeable  with  ingratitude  and  usur- 
pation.   It  is  chargeable  with  ingratitude,  when 
we  reflect  that  the  cession  of  the  great  tract  of 
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country — this  rising  empire  of  freemen — was  gra- 
tuitously, and  with  noble  disinterestedness  and 
patriotism,  made  by  Virginia,  that  the  passing  of 
an  ordinance  whicn  contained  a  provision  which 
could  not  but  go  to  prevent  the  admission  of  Vir- 
ginians there,  as  they  could  not  move  there  with 
their  daves,  was  a  most  ungracious  and  ungrate- 
ful return  to  that  State  for  her  liberality,  and  could 
not  but  meet  with  the  disapprobation  of  this 
nation.  -^ 

I  have  already  mentioned  the  reasons  to  show, 
that  unless  they  had  nine  States  present,  the  Old 
Congress  had  no  power  to  admit  new  States,  and 
of  course  no  power  to  prescribe  the  forms  of  gov- 
ernment, bills  of  rights,  or  terms  or  times  of  admis- 
sions, benefits,  or  exclusions,  with  a  less  number 
than  nine. 

If  there  were  not  other  strong  reasons  attending 
the  passing  this  ordinance,  those  already  mentioned 
are  sufficient  to  show  that  it  is  a  nullity ;  that  it 
never  had  or  could  have  had  a  binding  force ;  that 
the  present  Congress  had  nor  has  any  Constitu- 
tional right  to  confirm  that  part  of  it  which  respects 
the  exclusion  of  involuntary  servitude  from  that 
Territory ;  and  that  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Illinois,  having  by  their  constitutions  volun- 
tarily excluded  it,  possess  the  power  whenever  they 
please  to  alter  their  constitution?,  and  admit  servi- 
tude in  any  way  they  think  proper. 

Let  us,  sir,  recollect  the  circumstances  the  Old 
Congress  were  in  at  the  time  they  passed  this  ordi- 
nance: they  had  dwindled  almost  to  nothing;  the 
Convention  had  been  then  three  months  in  ses- 
sion ;  it  was  universally  known  a  Constitution  was 
in  its  essentials  agreed  to;  and  the  public  were 
daily  expecting  (what  soon  happened)  the  promul- 
gation of  a  new  form  of  Government  for  the  Union. 
Task,  sir  was  it  under  these  circumstances  proper 
for  a  feeble,  dwindled  body,  that  had  wholly  lost 
the  confidence  of  the  nation,  and  which  was  then 
waiting  its  supercession  by  the  people — a  feeble, 
inefficient  body,  in  which  only  seven  or  eight 
States  were  represented,  the  whole  of  which  con- 
sisted of  but  seventeen  or  eighteen  men — a  num- 
ber smaller  than  your  large  committees;  a  body 
literally  in  the  very  agonies  of  political  death  ; — 
was  it,  sir,  even  decent  in  them  (not  to  say  lawful 
or  Constitutional)  to  have  passed  an  ordinance  of 
such  importance  ?  I  do  not  know  or  recollect  the 
names  of  the  members  who  voted  for  it,  but  it  is 
to  be  fairly  presumed  they  could  not  have  been 
among  the  men  who  possessed  the  greatest  confi- 
dence of  the  Union,  or  at  that  very  time  they  would 
have  been  members  of  the  Convention  sitting  at 
Philadelphia.  But  I  am  perhaps  taking  up  your 
timt;  unnecessarily  on  this  subject,  and  I  shall  pro- 
ceed to  others. 

A  great  deal  has  been  said  on  the  subject  of 
slavery — that  it  is  an  infamous  stain  and  blot  on 
the  States  that  hold  them  ;  not  only  degrading  the 
slave,  but  the  master,  and  making  him  unfit  for 
republican  government ;  that  it  is  contrary  to  reli- 
gion and  the  law  of  God  ;  and  that  Congress  ought 
to  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  prevent  its 
extension  among  the  new  States. 

Now,  sir,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  how  any 


man  is  acquainted  with  what  is  the  will  or  the 
law  of  God  on  this  subject.  Has  it  ever  been  im- 
parted either  to  the  old  or  new  world  ?  Is  there  a 
single  line  in  the  Old  or  New  Testament,  either 
censuring  or  forbidding  it?  I  answer  without 
hesitation,  no.  But  there  are  hundreds  speaking 
of  and  recognising  it.  Hagar,  from  whom  mil- 
lions sprang,  was  an  African  slave,  bought  out  of 
Egypt  by  Abraham,  the  father  of  the  faithful  and 
the  beloved  servant  of  the  Most  High ;  and  he 
had,  besides,  three  hundred  and  eighteen  male 
slaves.  The  Jews,  in  the  time  of  the  theocracy, 
and  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  had  all  slaves ;  at 
that  time  there  was  no  nation  without  them.  If 
we  are  to  believe  that  this  world  was  formed  by  a 
great  and  omnipotent  Bein^ ;  that  nothing  is  per- 
mitted to  exist  here  but  by  his  will,  and  then  throw 
our  eyes  throughout  the  whole  of  it,  we  should 
form  an  opinion  very  different  indeed  from  that 
asserted,  that  slavery  was  against  the  law  of  God. 

Let  those  acquainted  with  the  situation  of  the 
people  of  Asia  and  Africa,  where  not  one  man  in 
ten  can  be  called  a  freeman,  or  whose  situation 
can  be  compared  with  the  comforts  of  our  slaves, 
throw  their  eyes  over  them,  and   carry  them  to 
Russia,  and  from  the  North  to  the  South  of  Eu- 
rope, where,  except  Great  Britain,  nothing  like 
liberty  exists.     Let  them  view  the  lower  classes  of 
their  inhabitants,  by  far  the  most  numerous  of  the 
whole;  the  thousands  of  beggars  that  infest  their 
streets,  more  than  half  starved,  half  naked,  and  in 
the  most  wretched  state  of  human  degradation. 
Let  him  then  go  to  England  ;  the  comforts,  if  they 
have  any,  of  the  lower  classes  of  whose  inhabit- 
ants are  far  inferior  to  those  of  our  slaves.     Let 
him,  when  there,  ask  of  their  economists,  what  are 
the  numbers  of  millions  daily  fed  by  the  hand  of 
charity ;  and,  when  satisfied  there,  then  let  him 
come  nearer  home,  and  examine  into  the  situation 
of  the  free  negroes  now  resident  in  New  York  and 
Philadelphia,  and  compare  them  with  the  situa- 
tion of  our  slaves,  and  he  will  tell  you  that,  per- 
haps, the  most  miserable  and  degraded  state  of 
human  nature  is  to  be  found  among  the  free  ne- 
groes of  New  York  and   Philadelphia,  most  of 
whom  are  fugitives  from  the  Southern  States,  re- 
ceived and  sheltered  in  those  States.     I  did  not  go 
to  New  York,  but  I  did  to  Philadelphia,  and  par- 
ticularly examined   this  subject  while  there.     I 
saw  their  streets  crowded  with  idle,  drunken  ne- 
groes, at  every  corner ;  and,  on  visiting  their  peni- 
tentiary, found,  to  my  astonishment,  that,  out  of 
five  hundred  convicts  there  confined,  more  than 
one-half  were  blacks;   and,  as  all   the  convicts 
throughout  that  State  are  sent  to  that  nenitcn- 
tiarv,  and,  if  Pennsylvania  contains  eight  hun- 
dred thousand  white  inhabitants,  and  only  twenty- 
six  thousand  blacks,  of  course  the  crimes  and  vices 
of  the  blacks  in  those  States  are,  comparatively, 
twenty  times  greater  than  thoseof  the  whites  in  the 
same  States,  and  clearly  proves  that  a  state  of 
freedom  is  one  of  the  greatest  curses  you  can  in- 
flict on  them. 

From  the  opinions  expressed  respecting  the 
Southern  States  and  the  slaves  there,  it  appears  to 
me  most  clear,  that  the  members  on  the  opposite 
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side  know  nothing  of  the  Southern  States,  their 
lands,  products,  or  slaves.     Those  who  visit  us,  or 
go  to  the  southward,  find  so  great  a  difierence  that 
many  of  them   remain  and   settle  there.     I  per- 
fectly recollect  that  when,  in  1791,  General  Wash- 
ington visited  South  Carolina,  he  was  so  surprised 
at  the  richness,  order,  and  soil  of  our  country,  that 
he  expressed  his  great  astonishment  at  the  state 
of  agricultural    improvement  and  excellence  our 
tide-lands  exhibited.     He  said,  he  had  no  idea  the 
United  States  possessed  it.     Had  I  then  seen  as 
much  of  Europe  as  I  have  since,  I  would  have  re- 
plied to  him,  that  he  would  not  see  its  equal  in 
Europe.     Sir,  when  we  recollect  that  our  former 
parent  State  was  the  original  cause  of  introducing 
slavery  into  America,  and  that  neither  ourselves 
or  ancestors  are  chargeable  with  it ;  that  it  cannot 
be  got  rid  of  without  ruining  the  country,  cer- 
tainly the  present  mild  treatment  of  our  slaves  is 
most  honorable  to  that  part  of  the  country  where 
slavery  exists.     Every  slave  has  a   comfortable 
house,  is  well  fed,  clothed,  and  taken  care  of;  he 
has  his  family  about  him,  and  in  sickness  has  the 
same  medical  aid  as  his  master,  and  has  a  sure  and 
comfortable  retreat   in   old   age,    to   protect   him 
against  its  infirmities  and  wes[kness.     During  the 
whole  of  his  life  he  is  free  from  care,  that  canker 
of  the  human  heart,  which  destroys  at  least  one- 
half  of  the  thinking  part  of  mankind,  and  from 
which  a  favored  few,  very  few,  if  indeed  any,  can 
be  said  to  be  free.     Being  without  education,  and 
born  to  obey,  to  persons  of  that  description  mod- 
erate labor  and  discipline  are  essential.     The  dis- 
cipline ou^ht  to  be  mild,  but  still,  while  slavery  is 
to  exist,  there  must  be  discipline.     In  this  state 
they  are  happier  than  they  can  possibly  be  if  free. 
A  free  black  can  only  be  happy  where  he  has 
some  share  of  education,  and  has  been  bred  to  a 
trade,  or  some  kind  of  business.     The  great  body 
of  slaves  are  happier  m  their  present  situation  than 
they  rould  be  in  any  olher,  and  the  man  or  men 
who  would  attempt  to  give  them  freedom,  would 
be  their  greatest  enemies. 

All  the  writers  who  contend  that  the  slaves  in- 
crease faster  than  the  free  blacks,  if  they  assert 
what  is  trup,  prove  that  the  black,  when  in  the 
condition  of  u  slave,  is  happier  than  when  free,  as, 
in  proportion  to  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  any 
kind  of  people,  such  will  be  the  increase;  and  the 
next  census  will  show  what  has  been  the  increase 
of  both  descriptions,  free  and  slave,  and  will,  I 
think,  prove  the  truth  of  these  opinions. 

In  this  discussion  the  question  as  to  the  purcha<;c 
of  Louisiana  has  been  introduced,  and  gives  me  an 
opportunity  to  state  my  opinion  on  the  subject. 
So  far  as  ray  knowledge  of  the  facts,  preceding 
that  purchase,  enable  me  to  form  an  opinion,  I 
pronounce  that  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  planning  the  pur- 
chase, and  the  gentlemen  who  were  employea  in 
negotiating  it,  covered  themselves  with  glory.  The 
facts  that  preceded  that  purchase  were  these :  In 
the  year  1786,  Spain  despatched  a  Minister,  named 
Gardoqui,  to  this  country,  instructed  to  offer  to  form 
with  us  a  treaty  of  commerce,  which  she  said  was 
an  advantageous  one,  if  we  would,  in  the  same 
treaty,  consent  to  give  up  the  navigation  of  that 


part  of  the  river  Mississippi  which  ran  through  the 
Spanish  dominions.     This,  sir,  I  asserted  on  this 
floor  some  days  agOj  and  now  repeat,  that,  on  this 
treaty  being,  according  to  the  then  routine  of  bu- 
siness, referred  to  Mr.  Jay,  then  Secretary  for  For- 
eign Affairs,  he  did,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection, 
report  that  it  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  expedient  to 
adopt  it ;  that  seven,  all  of  the  Eastern  and  North- 
ern States,  did  vote  for  it,  but  that,  owing  to  the 
Confederation  requiring  that  nine  States  should  be 
necessary  to  form  a  treaty,  it  was  at  length  defeated. 
If  any  part  of  the  public  business  in  this  country, 
in  which  I  have  been  engaged,  ever  gave  me  more 
pleasure  than  others,  it  was  tne  agency  I  had  in 
association  with  an   honorable  gentleman,  now 
j  high  in  office,  and  in  Washington,  in  preventing 
it.     I  believe  I  may  venture  to  say,  that  it  was 
owing  to  us  the  whole  of  the  Western  country  now 
belongs  to  us,  and  that  the  Mississippi  now  flows 
through  American  lands,  and  that  the  American 
flag  now  waves  alone  on  her  waters.     I,  therefore, 
have  always  felt  more  than  a  fraternal — I  have 
felt,  sir,  a  paternal  love  for  this  country.     Nor,  sir, 
I  is  this  the  only  important  agency  I  have  had  in 
j  the  affairs  of  this  very  valuable  part  of  our  Union. 
It  will   be  remembered  that,  in  the  year  1802,  the 
Intendant  of  New  Orleans  issued  a  proclamation, 
I  shutting  that  port  to  the   further  reception  and 
j  deposite  of  American  produce,  under  the  treaty  of 
j  1795,  and  that,  on  his  doing  so,  a  ferment  was 
I  excited  throughout  the  Union,  of  the  most  alarming 
nature  ;  that  war  was  called  for,  both  in  the  Senate 
j  and  out  of  doors,  which  it  was  difficult  for  all  the 
,  prudence  and  love  of  peace  of  the  President  to  re- 
1  press.    Being,  at  that  time,  the  Minister  of  the 
,  United  States  in  Spain,  I  received  instructions  from 
j  our  Government  to  use  every  exertion  in  my  power, 
j  consistent  with  its  dignity,  to  get  the  deposite  re- 
I  stored,  which  I  fortunately  did,  and  this  affair  led 
I  to  the  acquisition  of  both   the  river  and  whole 
'  country  in  the  manner  you  know.     At  the  time  I 
went  to  Europe,  I  was  alone  commissioned  and 
I  authorized  to  treat  for,  and  purchase,  all  the  part 
I  of  Louisiana,  including  New  Orleans,  to  the  east 
j  of  the  Mississippi  and  the  Floridas;  but,  on  arriving 
j  in  Europe^  I  found  Louisiana  had  been  previously 
secretly  sold  to  Bonaparte,  of  which  I  informed 
Mr.  Jefferson,  and  he  took  the  measures  which  ac- 
complished the  purchase. 

In  pursuing  the  arguments  of  some  gentlemen, 
on  this  subject,  I  have  omii^ed  to  notice  one  of 
their  arguments,  springing  from  that  part  of  the 
third  section  of  the  fourth  article,  which  says,  "the 
Congress  shall  have  the  power  to  make  all  needful 
rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory,  or 
other  property,  belonging  to  the  United  States,** 
because  this  article  certainly  refers  only  to  the 
territorial  state,  to  which  I  have  already  referred,  and 
in  which,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  aver,  that,  in  mak- 
ing such  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  ter- 
ritory, they  areno  more  authorized  to  inhibit  slavery 
in  the  territory,  than  they  are  in  the  State — for,  if 
they  should  have  the  power,  it  would  indirectly 
effect  the  same  thing  ;  it  not  being  difficult  to  see, 
that,  when  a  territory  has  been,  like  Missouri,  for 
sixteen  years  in  a  strict  state  of  territorial  discip- 
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line,  prohibiting  slavery,  when  the  period  arrives 
for  her  admission  as  a  State,  she  will  be  peopled 
entirely  by  inhabitants  not  having  slaves,  and  who 
will,  of  course,  insert  the  prohibition  in  their  con- 
stitution. 

It  ought  to  be  remembered,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
the  greatest  part  of  the  debt  due  for  Louisiana  is 
still  unpaid,  and  that,  if  the  mode  I  have  asserted, 
by  which  your  Treasury  is  now  furnished,  and  must 
be  in  future,  is  true,  then  the  slaveholding  Stales 
will  have  more  than  half  of  the  purchase  to  pay  ; 
but,  suppose  we  have  only  one-half  of  it  to  pay,  Is 
it  not  fair,  is  it  not  just,  that  the  use  of  this  pur- 
chase should  be  as  open  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
slaveholding,  as   to  the  inhabitants  of  the  non- 
slaveholding  States  ?  And  how  can  this  happen,  if 
you  say  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Northern  States, 
you  may  go  there  with  your  families,  and  all  your 
properties ;  but,  if  you,  from  the  Soutnern  or  slave- 
holding  States,  choose  to  gc>  there,  it  must  be  with- 
out your  slaves,  these  shall  not  go?  thus  denying 
to  these  the  instruments  of  their  agriculture,  and 
the  means  of  their  comfort,  and  completely  pre- 
venting the  possibility  of  tiieir  removing.    From 
this,  sir,  will  arise  another  evil,  that  of  the  fall  of 
the  value  of  all  the  lands  the  United  States  may 
have  to  sell  in  the  Territories  or  States  from  which 
slavery  is  excluded,  at  least  one-half,  which,  if  the 
computations  of  the  number  of  acres  come  any 
thing  near  the  mark,  must  amount  to  at  least  six 
hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  lost  to  the  common 
Treasury. 

I  have  not  condescended  to  notice  the  remark, 
that  one  of  the  evils  of  slavery  is,  the  lessening  and 
depreciating  the  character  of  the  whites  in  the 
slaveholding  States,  and  rendering  it  less  manly 
and  republican,  and  less  worthy,  than  in  the  non-  ' 
slaveholding  States,  because  it  is  not  less  decorous 
than  true;  it  is  refuted  in  a  moment  by  a  review  i 
of  the  Revolutionary,  and  particularly  the  last  war. 
Look  into  your  histories,  compare  the  conduct  of  j 
the  heroes  and  statesmen  of  the  North  and  South,  I 
in  both  those  wars,  in  the  field,  and  in  the  Senate ;  j 
see  the  monuments  of  valor,  of  wisdom,  and  pa-  ; 
triotism,  thev  have  left  behind  them,  and  then  ask  j 
an  impartial  world,  on  which  side  the  Delaware  i 
lies  the  preponderance :  they  will  answer  in  a  mo-  ! 
ment,  to  the  South. 

It  will  not  be  a  matter  of  surprise  to  any  one, 
thatsQ  much  anxiety  should  be  shown  by  the  slave-  ' 
holding  States,  when  it  is  known  that  the  alarm,  i 
given  by  this  attempt*to  legislate  on  slavery,  has  i 
led  to  the  opinion,  that  the  very  foundations  of 
that  kind  of  property  are  shaken ;  that  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  precedent  is  a  measure  of  the  most 
alarming  nature;  for,  should  succeeding  Congresses 
continue  to  push  it,  there  is  no  knowing  to  what 
length  it  may  be  carried. 

Have  the  Northern  States  any  idea  of  the  value 
of  our  slaves?  At  least,  sir,  six  hundred  millions 
ot  dollars.  If  we  lose  them,  the  value  of  the 
lands  they  cultivate  will  be  diminished  in  all  cases 
one  half,  and,  in  many,  they  will  become  wholly 
useless,  and  an  annual  income  of  at  least  forty 
rnil  ions  of  dollars  will  be  lost  to  your  citizens ; 
the  loss  of  which  will  not  alone  be  felt  by  the  non- 


slaveholding  States,  but  by  the  whole  Union ;  for, 
I  to  whom,  at  present,  do  the  Eastern  States,  most 
I  particularly,  and  the  Eastern  and  Northern,  gcn- 
\  erally,  look  for  the  employment  of  their  shipping, 
I  in  transporting  our  bulky  and  valuable  products, 
!  and  bringing  us  the  manufactures  and  merchan- 
dises of  Europe  ?     Another  thing,  in  case  of  these 
losses  being  brought  on  us,  and  our  being  forced 
into  a  division  of  the  Union,  what  becomes  of 
your  public  debt  1     Who  are  to  pay  this,  and  how- 
will  it  be  j>aid  ?     In  a  pecuniary  view  of  this  sub- 
ject, therefore,  it  must  ever  be  the  policy  of  the 
Eastern  and  Northern    States   to   continue  con- 
nected with  us.     But,  sir,  there  is  an  infinitely 
greater  call  upon  them,  and  this  is  the  call  of  just- 
ice, of  affection,  and  humanity.     Reposing  at  a 
great  distance,  in  safety,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of 
all  their  Federal  and  State  rights,  unattacked  in 
either,  or  in  their  individual  rights,  can  they,  with 
indifference,  or  ought  they  to  risk,  in  the  remotest 
degree,  the  consequences  which  this  measure  may 
produce.     These  may  be  the  division  of  this  Union, 
and  a  civil  war.     Knowing  that  whatever  is  said 
here,  must  get  into  the  public  prints,  J  am  unwil- 
ling, for  obvious  reasons,  to  go  into  the  description 
of  the  horrors  which  such  a  war  must  produce, 
ai^d  ardentiv  pray  that  none  of  us  may  ever  live  to 
witness  such  an  event. 

If  you  refuse  to  admit  Missouri  without  this 
prohibition,  and  she  refuses  it,  and  proceeds  to 
form  a  constitution  for  herself,  and  then  applies 
to  you  for  admission,  what  will  you  do?  Will 
you  compel  them  by  force?  By  whom,  or  by 
what  force  can  this  be  effected  ?  Will  the  States 
in  her  neighborhood  join  in  this  crusade?  Will 
they,  who,  to  a  man,  think  Missouri  is  right,  and 
you  are  wrong,  arm  in  such  a  cause?  Can  you 
send  a  force  from  the  eastward  of  the  Delaware? 
The  very  distance  forbids  it ;  and  distance  is  a 
powerful  auxiliary  to  a  country  attacked.  If,  in 
i  the  days  of  James  II.,  English  soldiers,  under  mili- 
I  tary  discipline,  when  ordered  to  march  against 
I  their  countrymen,  contending  in  the  cause  of  lib- 
erty, disobeyed  the  order,  andlaid  down  their  arms, 
do  vou  think  our  free  brethren  on  the  Mississippi 
will  not  do  the  same  ?  Yes,  sir,  they  will  refuse, 
and  you  will  at  last  be  obliged  to  retreat  from 
this  measure,  and  in  a  manner  that  will  not  add 
much  to  the  dignity  of  your  Government. 

I  cannot,  on  any  ground,  think  of  agreeing  to  a 
compromise  on  this  subject.  However  we  all 
may  wish  to  see  Missouri  admitted,  as  she  ought, 
on  equal  terms  with  the  other  States,  this  is  a  very 
unimportant  object  to  her,  compared  with  keeping 
the  Constitution  inviolate— with  keeping  the  hands 
of  Congress  from  touching  the  question  of  slavery. 
On  the  subject  of  the  Constitution,  no  compromise 
ought  ever  to  be  made.  Neither  can  any  be  made 
on  the  national  faith,  so  seriously  involved  in  the 
treaty  which  gives  to  all  Louisiana,  to  every  part 
of  it,  a  right  to  be  incorporated  into  the  Union  on 
equal  terms  with  xhe  other  States. 

Surely,  sir,  when  we  consider  the  public  dis- 
tress of  this  country,  and  the  necessity  of  union 
and  good  humor  to  repair  our  finances,  and  place 
our  commerce  in  that  improved  situation  which 
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will  give  us  some  hope  of  the  rise  of  our  products, 
such  as  may  have  a  tendency  to  relieve  our  public 
and  private  embarrassments,  if  we  had  no  other 
motives  for  it,  certainly  this  should  be  sufficient. 
But,  sir,  there  is  one  of  infinitely  higher  moment. 
Do  we  recollect,  that  we  are  the  only  free  Repub- 
lic now  in  existence,  and  that,  probably,  such  ex- 
istence can  only  depend  upon  our  distance  from 
Europe,  and  our  union  with  our  present  numbers? 
It  may  safely  be  calculated  we  have  two  millions 
of  men,  the  greatest  part  of  whom  are  able  to  bear 
arms. 

In  case  of  our  continuing  an  united   people, 
no  attack  from  Europe,  a  distance  of  four  thousand 
miles,  could  ever  be  made  with  the  least  hope  of 
success.     From  the  distance,  all  Europe  could  not 
furnish  either  the  men  or  means  sufficient  to  divide 
or  destroy  this  Union.     If  we  continue  united,  as 
we  have  been,  in  such  an  event,  the  States  would 
so  second  the  General  Government,  and  so  nerve 
Its  arm,  as  to  put  all  attack  at  defiance.     But,  if 
on  this,  or  any  other  occasion,  this  Union  should 
unhappily  divide,  and  from  friends  become  bitter 
and  implacable  enemies  to  each  other,  who  shall  i 
say  what  Europe  may  attempt  ?    Mark  what  they 
have  done  among  themselves,  to  subjugate  France, 
and  destroy,  in  that  part  of  the  world,  every  thing 
that  has  the  semblance  of  republicanism.     View 
the  league  they  have  formed,  in  which,  for  the  first 
time,  all  Europe  is  seen  united  as  a  single  Govern- 
ment, to  maintain  their  monarchical  forms.     Such 
is  no  doubt,  their  detestation  of  every  thing  like 
republicanism,  that,  were   the  United   States   in 
Europe,  where  they  could  be  reached  by  land,  I 
have  not  the  smallest  doubt,  they  would  long  since 
have  been  attacked,  and  every  attempt  made  to 
reduce  them  to  a  monarchy.     We  arc  considered, 
•Mr,  as  an  evil  example  to  the  monarchical  world. 
We  are  considered  as  the  only  repository  of  those 
principles  which  have  lately  appeared  and  flour- 
ished for  a  time  in  Europe;   and  which  it  has 
cost  them  so  much  blood  and  treasure  to  suppress, 
and  should  our  divisions,  from  friends  to  enemies, 
ever  afford  them  an  opportunity  of  striking  at  us, 
with  the  least  probability  of  success,  no  doubt  they 
will  do  so. 

I  will  not  trespass  farther  on  your  patience,  but 
thank  the  Committee  for  the  honor  they  have  done 
me,  by  their  attention.     I  hope  the  great  import- 
ance of  the  subject  will  be  my  excuse  ;  and  that, 
considering  the  relation  in  which  I  have  stood  to 
the  W'estern  country  and  the  Mississippi,  for  the 
salvation  of  which,  so  far  as  means  the  keeping  it 
annexed  to  this  Union,  as  I  have  already  said,  I 
think  I  may  claim  to  a  gentleman,  now  high  in 
office,  and  myself,  as  much  as  any  other  two  can 
claim,  the  happiness  of  being  the  instruments,  and 
having  thus,  in  the  early  part  of  my  life,  labored 
with  success  for  the  parent,  I  cannot  but  think  it 
a  little  extraordinary,  that  I  should,  at  this  distant 
period,  be  called  upon  to  defend  the  right  of  her 
children.     My  fervent  wish  is,  that  I  may  be  able 
to  do  it  with  the  same  success. 
When  Mr.  Pincknev  concluded — 
The  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  the 
House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  February  15. 
Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Commerce, 
reported  a  bill  to  impose  a  new  tonnage  duty  on 
t  rench  ships,  or  vessels ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  same  committee,  also 

reported  a  bill  concerning  navigation,  and  to  repeal 

the  act  entitled  •'  An  act  concerning  navigation  '' 

,  passed  on  the  18th  of  April,  1818;  which  was  read 

I  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 

'  on  Monday  next. 

'  On  motion  of  Mr.  Pindall,  the  letter  from  the 
i  Secretary  of  State  of  the  7th  February,  1820,  trans- 
naitting  a  list  of  the  newspapers  in  which  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  are  published,  and  an  estimate 
;  of  the  expense  of  such  publication,  was  referred  to 
a  select  committee ;  and  that  the  same  committee 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  or  amend- 
ing the  acts  requiring  the  publication  of  the  laws 
in  the  newspapers;  and  Mr.  Pindall,  Mr.  Foot, 
and  Mr.  Mercer,  were  appointed  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

!  [This  motion  of  Mr.  P.  was  grounded  on  the  be- 
lief that  the  expenses  of  promulgating  the  acts  of 
Congress  in  newspapers  had  increased  to  an  un- 
reasonable and  improper  extent,  and  that  the  laws 
on  the  subject  required  repeal  or  modification,  so 
as  to  reduce  this  expense.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  of  North  Carolina, 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  limiting  the  quan- 
tity of  public  lands  hereafter  to  be  exposed  to  sale 
at  the  several  land  offices  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Walker  said  he  had  heard  great  complaints 
against  the  present  mode  of  exposing  to  sale  the 
public  lands  ;  that  the  present  system  opened  a 
door  for  speculation,  and  that  great  speculations 
had  been  actually  made  in  the  purchase  of  public 
lands.  He  believed  that  the  greatest  defect  in  the 
system  was,  that  there  was  too  much  land  brought 
into  market;  which  afforded  an  opportunity  to  ^ 
purchasers  to  make  large  speculations  in  the  pur- 
chase :  the  object  of  the  resolution  was  to  limit  the 
quantity  offered  for  sale,  to  prevent  further  abuses, 
and  to  prevent  too  great  an  extension  to  purchasers. 
He  was  not  friendly  to  an  alteration  of  the  price 
or  manner  of  sale  of  the  present  land  law,  but  be- 
lieved that  a  limitation  of  the  quantity  would  answer 
every  purpose  which  was  contemplated  by  the  de- 
sire to  alter  the  present  law. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  continue 
in  force  for  a  further  time,  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  for  establishing  trading-houses  with  the  Indian 
tribes,"  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Commissioners  of  Navy  Hospitals,  ren- 
dered in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  this  House 
of  the  31st  ult.,  showing  the  receipt  and  expendi- 
ture of  the  moneys  accruing  to  the  Navy  Hospital 
fund  :  which  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  rendered 
m  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  this  House  of  the 
4th  instant,  requiring  him  "  to  report  such  measures 
as,  in  his  opinion,  may  be  expedient  to  enforce  the 
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more  speedy  payment  of  public  moneys  due  from 
individuals  and  corporate  bodies,  to  the  United 
States;"  which  was  also  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

WESTERN  KOADS. 

Mr.  Cook  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repeal* 
ing  so  much  of  the  first  section  of  an  act  entitled  ".^n 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govern-  { 
ment  for  the  year  1819,"  approved  March  3,  1819,  as 
pledges  the  fund  reserved  for  laying  out  and  making   | 
roads  to  the  States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  for  the  re- 
payment of  the  moneys  appropriated  and  advanced  by 
the  United  States,  for  constructing  the  United  States  | 
road  from  Cumberland  to  the  Ohio  river,  and  of  ap- 
propriating the  same  to  defray  the  expenses  of  laying  ' 
out  and  making  a  road  from  the  Ohio  river  op^Msite 
to  Wheeling,  by  Columbus,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and 
by  the  permanent  seat  of  government  of  Indiana,  on 
the  most  eligible  route,   to  V'andalia,  in  the  State  of 
Illinois.  ! 

In  offering  this  resolution  to  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  Mr,  Cook  bagged  leave  to  ask  its  . 
attention  to  the  act  there  referred  to.     By  that  act ' 
the  fund  reserved  for  the  improvement  of  roads  I 
leading  to  the  States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  had  i 
been  pledged  to  the  repayment  of  the  money  ap-  j 
propriated  by  Congress  for  the  completion  of  the 
Cumberland  road.     This  road   was  commenced,  ' 
Mr.  C.  believed,  ten  or  twelve  years  ago.     By  the  i 
acts  of  1816  and  1818  authorizing  the  admission 
of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  respectively,  two  per  cent.  • 
on  the  net  proceeds  arising  from   the  sale  of  thf 
public  lands  in  those  States  was  reserved  by  Con-  i 
gress  to  the  laying  out  and  making  of  roads  leading 
to  those  States,  respectively  ;  and  in  consideration 
of  this  appropriation   made   by    Congress,   with  i 
others,  which  were  understood  on  all  hands  to  be 
for  the  benefit  of  those   States,  respectively,  the 
States   surrendered  a  part  of  their  sovereignty : 
they  agreetl  that  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  \ 
then  remaining  to  be  sold,  should  be  free  from  tax- 
ation  for  live  years  after  the  day  of  sale  ;  and  in 
Illinois  the  bounty  lands  given  to  the  soldiers  of  the 
late  army,  were  also  to  be  exempted  from  taxation 
for  three  years  from  the  date  of  their  patents.    This 
surrender  of  the  sovereign  right  of  Illinois  to  tax 
the  lands  thus  exempted,  was,  Mr.  C.  said,  the 
consideration  given  for  the  road-fund  now  under 
consideration,  as  well  as  some  other  advantages 
which  were  granted  to  her,  and  for  which  she  is 
grateful  to  the  Government.     This,  with  the  other 
propositions  made  by  Congress,  were  now  matters 
of  compact  between  Illinois  and  the  United  States ; 
and  to  divert  this  fund  from  the  channel  in  which 
Mr.  C.  could  not  but  think  it  was  intended  to  flow, 
Illinois  would  consider  a  violation  of  that  compact. 

To  appropriate  that  fund  to  the  making  of  a 
road  terminating  at  Wheeling,  a  point  several 
hundred  miles  from  the  border  of  the  State,  never 
could  be  an  appropriation  in  unison  with  the  in- 
tention either  of  Congress  or  of  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois. As  well,  Mr.  C.  said,  might  you  a  ppropriate 
It  to  the  making  of  a  road  leading  from  Santa  Fe 


to  Missouri,  uniting  those  two  sovereignties,  as  to 
the  object  for  which  it  stands  pledged ;  for  this 
would  be  a  road  leading  towards  Ilhnois.  From 
an  examination  of  the  subject,  Mr.  C.  said  he  found 
that  the  revenue  which  Illinois  would  derive  from 
a  tax  on  the  lands  which  may  be  sold  within  the 
State,  and  on  the  bounty  land,  which  she  cannot 
now  derive,  in  consequence  of  this  compact,  wotild, 
at  a  reasonable  rate,  amount  to  about  two  hundred 
and  eighty  thousand  dollars,  a  large  proportion  of 
which  would  now  be  subject  to  be  called  into  her 
coffers,  and  of  which  she  really  stood  in  great 
need.  Could  it  be  contended,  Mr.  C.  asked,  that 
this  fund,  which  was  reserved  to  Indiana  and 
Illinois,  respic lively,  to  make  roads  leading  to 
them,  in  the  one  case  about  ten  and  the  other 
twelve  years  after  the  Cumberland  road  was  com- 
menced, was  at  that  time  intended,  or  understood, 
either  by  those  States  or  by  the  United  States,  to 
be  subject  to  defray  the  expenses  of  that  road  7  It 
could  not  be  possible.  It  seemed,  Mr.  ('.  said, 
much  more  likely  to  have  been   reserved  for  the 

Kurpos€«  contemplated  by  the  resolution  which  he 
ad  offered,  to  extend  that  road  to  the  borders  of 
those  States,  respectively ;  and  unless  it  was  so 
appropriated,  or  at  least  in  making  roads  leading 
to,  and  not  (<jK<ir(i.s  them,  he  did  not  think  they 
would  have  just  cause  of  complaint  against  the 
Grovernment.  Since  the  admission  of  those  States 
Mr.  C.  believed  a  fund  of  about  S50,000  had  al- 
ready accrued  from  the  sale  of  lands,  which  should 
be  now  lying  in  the  National  Treasury.  This  sum, 
although  it  would  not  complete  the  road,  would 
defray  the  expense  of  marking  and  laying  it  out, 
and  go  far  towards  opening  it,  so  as  to  render  it 
passable ;  and  as  the  fund  continued  to  increase. 
It  might  l)e  employed  to  complete  it.  Indeed,  said 
Mr.  C.,  it  seems  to  ine  to  be  so  obvious  that  the 
intention  of  Congress  was,  that  this  money  should 
be  appropriated  to  the  im|)rovement  of  roads,  to 
facilitate  the  entrance  to  those  States,  that  reason- 
ing cannot  make  it  plainer  ;  and  any  diversion  of 
it  to  any  other  object,  therefore,  is  a  violation  of 
the  compact  l)etween  those  States  and  the  United 
States.  He  trusted  that  the  resolution  would  be 
considered  and  adopted. 

The  resolution  was  then  considered  and  adopt- 
ed, without  a  division. 

Mr.  Cook  offered  also  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration  : 

Resoivtd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding by  law  for  the  payment  of  so  much  of  the 
money  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  in  the 
Sute  of  Illinois,  since  the  first  day  of  January,  1819, 
as  has  been  reserved  by  law  for  the  encouragement  of 
learning,  to  said  State. 

Mr.  C.  observed  that  the  object  of  this  resolution 
was,  simply  to  enable  the  State  of  Illinois  to  ob- 
tain the  three  per  cent,  fund  arising  from  the  sale 
of  public  lands  which  had  been  reserved  by  Con- 
gress to  be  appropriated  by  the  State  to  the  en- 
couragement of  learning.  This  course,  he  said, 
had  been  considered  necessary,  .since  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  might  not  otherwise  feel  authori- 
zed to  pay  it  over.     This,  Mr.  C.  said,  was  the 
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course  taken  by  Indiana  to  obtain  her  road  fund, 
reserved  in  the  same  way. 

This  resolution   was  also  adopted   without  a 
division. 

•       '  THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

TheHouse  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  Rankin,  of  Mississippi,  took  the  floor,  and 
spoke  more  than  an  hour  against  the  restriction. 

Mr.  R.,  observed,  that  Creon,  King  of  Thebes, 
had  been  represented  by  Euripides,  to  have  sent 
a  herald  to  Athens,  who  inquired  for  the  King 
of  Athens.  Theseus  replied,  ''You  seek  him  in 
vain  ;  this  is  a  free  city,  and  the  sovereign  power 
is  in  all  the  people."  In  our  Government,  all  ad- 
mit the  sovereignty  of  the  people ;  but,  if  the  argu- 
ments of  gentlemen  who  advocate  this  restriction 
be  correct.  Congress  possesses  absolute  sovereignty, 
and  the  people  are  their  servants.  It  is  urged  that, 
although  Congress  has  no  express  delegation  of 
power  in  the  Constitution,  yet  Congress  may,  by 
virtue  of  its  sovereign  jwwer,  impo.se  any  condi- 
tions on  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union. 
There  is  no  sovereignty  in  Congress,  known  to  the 
Constitution,  except  such  as  is  expressly  delegated ; 
the  limits  of  which  are  clearly  marked  and  defined 
by  that  instrument.  Even  State  governments, 
which  derive  their  powers  immediately  from  the 
people,  are  but  a  portion  of  natural  liberty  or  abso- 
lute sovereignty,  delegated  to  rulers,  to  be  exercised 
for  the  common  welfare.  The  Federal  Grovern- 
ment, emanating  from  the  States,  and  wielding  an 
authority  regulating  and  protecting  the  commu- 
nity of  States,  is  one  degree  farther  removed  from 
the  source  of  power.  In  such  a  Government  we 
are  not  required,  as  gentlemen  have  contended,  to 
search  the  Constitution  for  prohibitions,  but  wc 
search  for  what  is  delegated.  The  silence  of  the 
Constitution  is  our  law — a  mandate  as  prohibitory 
to  our  exercise  of  legislation,  as  the  voice  of  the 
Almighty  to  the  waves  of  ocean.  Its  language  is, 
''Thus  far  shall  you  go,  and  no  farther."  Depart 
from  these  principles,  and  you  tread  on  dangerous 
grounds.  Imagine  you  possess  an  undefined,  un-  ' 
limited  sovereignty,  not  delegated,  but  resting  on  , 
your  capricious  will,  superior  to  all  constitution  I 
and  laws,  and  you  sap  the  foundation  of  your  lib-  ; 
erty ;  sooner  or  later  you  are  buried  in  the  ruins  of  j 
the  superstructure.  Despotism  is  equally  danger- 
ous, odious,  and  oppressive,  whether  exercised  by 
an  individual  or  the  National  Legislature.  Des- 
potism is  but  the  arbitrary  exercise  of  powers  lim- 
ited, defined,  and  bounded  by  no  law  but  the  sov- 
ereign will  of  the  despot. 

Without  resorting  to  general  principles  and  rea- 
soning, the  language  of  the  Constitution  itself  is 
sufficiently  explicit  as  to  what  we  may  do  consti- 
tutionally. The  first  article  declares,  that  all  pow- 
ers therein  "  granted  are  vested  in  the  Congress  of 
the  UnitiKl  States."  We  have,  then,  to  inquire,  is 
the  power  to  impose  this  restriction  "granted"  by 
the  Constitution  ?  If  there  be  any  doubt  on  that 
subject,  prudence,  at  least,  forbids  us  to  proceed 
farther.  The  9th  and  10th  articles  of  the  amend- 
ments declare,  "  that  the  enumeration  in  the  Con- 


'  stitution  of  certain  rights  shall  not  be  construed 
'  to  deny  or  disparage  others  retained  by  the  peo- 
'  nle;"  and  ''  that  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
*  United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited 
'  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States,  re- 
'  spectively,  or  to  the  people."  I  have  been  par- 
ticular in*  making  these  preliminary  remarks,  be- 
cause gentlemen  who  have  occupied  a  distinguish- 
ed ground  in  favor  of  the  restriction  appear  to  rely 
much  on  the  sovereignty  of  Congress.  It  is  neces- 
sary that  a  thing  so  powerful  in  its  operations 
should  be  clearly  understood. 

Regarding  the  principles  already  laid  down,  let 
us  proceed  to  examine  the  different  clauses  and 
sections  of  the  Constitution  which  are  suppose<i  to 
enable  us  constitutionally  to  impose  this  restriction 
on  Missouri.  In  pursuing  the  course  which  I  had 
originally  designed  for  myself,  (said  Mr.  R.,)  I 
must  necessarily  tread  on  some  of  the  grounds  oc- 
cupied by  the  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me 
in  the  debate.  This  is  a  misfortune  arising  from 
the  necessity  which  has  compelled  me  to  delay 
my  argument  until  this  period,  but  would  not  jus- 
tify presenting  it  to  the  Committee  mutilated  and 
imperfect. 

By  the  9th  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution it  is  declared,  "  the  migration  or  importa- 
'  tion  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States  now 
'  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be 
'  prohibited  by  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1808," 
&c.     Does  this  delegate  any  power  to  Congress  to 
prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves,  even  after  the 
year  1808  ?    A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Sergeant)  says,  that  a  prohibition  of  the  exercise 
of  a  power  necessarily  implies  that  there  is  a  power 
to  be  restricted.     This  conclusion  is  by  no  means 
necessary.     It  may  proceed  from  abundant  cau- 
tion,  in  order  to  avoid  the  doctrine  of  implied 
powersj  which  have  been  so  much  used  in  this 
discussion.    But  even  this  restriction,  which  might, 
at  the  time  the  article  was  prepared,  have  appeared 
necessary,  in  order  to  reconcile  the  contrariety  of 
opinions  that  then  existed,  and  quiet  the  jealousies 
of  the  States,  became  unnecessary  when  the  amend- 
ments were  subsequently  adopted,  confining  the 
exercise  of  the  powers  of  Congress  to  what  was 
expressly  delegated.     Many  enlightened  statesmen 
viewed   the   Federal  Government   as  a   monster 
crouching  over   the  State  sovereignties,  already 
possessed  of  powers,  which  at  some  future  day  it 
would  exert,  suflicient   to  annihilate  them,  and 
therefore  imposed  checks  and  barriers  where  none 
were  neces.sary.     This  is  mentioned,  not  with  a 
view  of  disturbing  antecedent  legislation,  but  to 
show  that,  in  the  united  zeal  of  the  North  and. 
South  to  terminate  the  slave  trade,  they  have  ex- 
ercised a  power  at  lea.st  questionable.    But,  if  ques- 
tionable in  relation  to  that  which  implication  fa- 
vors, how  much  more  so  in  regard  to  this  new, 
imdefined,  unlimited  assumption  of  sovereignty  ? 

In  the  construction  of  this  .section,  said  Mr.  R., 
we  should  adopt  the  rules  dictated  by  common 
sense,  applicable  to  such  subjects.  Construe  it 
either  literally  or  according  to  the  spirit  and  mean- 
,ing.  Gentlemen  in  favor  of  this  restriction  may 
adopt  either,  or  both,  as  will  best  suit  their  pur- 
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pose.    Gentlemen,  not  satisfied  with  this,  ask  us 
to  admit  that  the  word  "persons"  means  negroes 
or  slaves,  which  meaning  thev  derive  from  the 
spirit  and  meaning  of  the  section,  and  adopt  a  lit- 
eral sense  for  the  word  "  migration,"  which  is  said 
to  mean  a  transition  from  one  State  into  another 
although  you  may  not  travel  a  mile  in  the  pas- 
sage.    Heretofore,  when  any  man  was  asked  what 
is  the  meaning  of  this  section,  he  immediately  re- 
plied, » to  enable  Congress  to  prohibit  the  slave 
trade  after  the  year  1808."    But,  sir,  to  what  con- 
clusion do  we  arrive  in  construing  this  section  lit- 
erally?   The  word  "  persons"  is  a  generic  term, 
embracing  every  description  of  human  bein-^s,  no 
matter  of  what  complexion,  while  the  words  "mi- 
gration and  importation"  are  of  equally  extensive 
signification  ;  the  former  including  such  persons 
as  havs  volition,  and  can  migrate;  and  the  latter, 
such  as  have  no  volition,  but  are  imported  or  car- 
ried along  by  the  will  of  the  master.     This  signi- 
hcation  to  the  word  mim-ation,  appears  to  comport 
with  Its  original,  or,  what  a  gentleman  from  Del- ' 
aware  (Mr.  McLane)  was  pleased  to  call  its  tech- 
nical use,  being  applied  to  the  passage  of  birds 
Irom  one  region  into  another,  changing  their  cli- 
mate at  pleasure,  free  as  the  air  they  skim  in  the 
transition      It  has  been  subsequently  used  to  sig- 
nify a  voluntary  change  of  country  by  individuals  ' 

re°mov^      ''        "^''"  *°  ''^'''^^  ''''  involuntary 
If  this  word  "migration"  must  have  a  meaning 
unconnected  with,  and  different  from,  "importa- 
tion    why  not  use  it,  as  many  contend  it  was  ori- 
ginally designed   by  the  Convention,   to  enable 
Congress  to  prohibit  the  influx  or  migration  of 
foreigners  to  our  country,  after  a  limited  period? 
3  i^T'"*  "  migration'^  was,  therefore,  either  in- 
tended to  apply  to  emigration   from  Europe   or 
what  appears  equaUy  probable,  was  intended,  in 
connexion  with  the  word  "  persons,"  to  disguise 
this  anti-republ.can  feature  in  our  republican  Con- 

fTr-  ^r.r^'^  ^'^""''^  '^'  Convention  con- 
cral  the  words  "negroes  or  slaves,"  under  the  word 
persons,"  and,  in  tlie  same  sentence,  speak  of  the 
"importation"  of  "persons"  as  the^  Wuld  of  a 
bale  of  merchandise?     The  words  "shall  think 

F3Ik°  ^5™'S'  P^'"'  '^'°°?^y  ^°  a°  admission 
from  abroad,  and  not  to  a  mere  change  of  residence 
within  the  United  States.  "        '^^^'^^n^'e 

Some  reprd,  as  gentlemen  in  opposition  to  the 
lnX:^!\^  ^^'T''  ^V'  ^^^y  Ju^tTy  contended' 
of  fhilLt'  ^u  /"  -^  '^"^-'^ontinu/d  exposition 
vfj^  4^^'  ^y  t?''^.^'^on  in  relation  to  its  pro- 
visions. The  authorities  produced  by  the  friends 
of  restriction,  to  show  the  respect  whfch  tribunals 
of  justice  pay  to  this  principfe,  will  be  applied  by 
adZ^lr'  ''''''  '^''^ovr.e  of  le^llatioj 
ITnwl^  '^  P'^u "'^''  '"  ^^'^^'^^   ^o  this'subject 

.ten  fu^'A'y  y^^''  ^^^'^  ^l^F^d  ^ince  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  during  which  per  od 
Congress  have,  with  a  vigilance  Ihat  never  re  ' 

sTa^'ttdr^'  'l^r^  '^'''^'^  '^'  abolition  o    the  I 
slave   trade,    without  even  suspectin*'   they   pos 

ITwe'r'  1^""  "°"  attempted'^to  b^  assuLe'd-l 
a  power  lo  prevent  an  American  citizen  from 
changing  his  residence,  and  carrying  w/th  hirn  h^ 
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slave  to  any  section  of  the  Union  where  slavery  is 
not  prohibited.  How  easily  might  every  nr«:e- 
dmg  Congress  have  exercised  their  "humanity" 
in  preventing  an  "extension  of  the  evils  of  sla- 
I  very  to  the  States  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Lou- 
I  isiana,  iMississippi,  and  Alabama  !  But  the  wi^ 
dom  of  1819  was  alone  competent  to  this  arduous 
task  ;  this  discovery  of  "  negatives  pregnant"  and 
latent  and  dormant  powers. 

In  1794  Congress  prohibited  "residents"  in,  or 
citizens"  of,  tlie  United  States,  from  fitting  out 
vessels  for  the  slave  trade, and,  in  1800,  from  hav- 
ing an  interest  in  vessels  fitted  out  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  act  of  1803  prohibited  the  importation 
of  slaves  into  States  where  slavery  was  prohibited 
by  law,  and  that  of  1807,  passed  in  anticipation  of 
the  period  fixed  in  the  Constitution,  was  intended 
forever  to  terminate  that  traflBc  to  the  United 
States.  From  that  period  until  the  last  session  of 
Congress  it  was  believed  by  all  sides  that  what- 
ever power  ^yas  delegated  by  this  section  had  been 
expended  in  legislation. 

What  construction  was  given  this  article  by 
contemporaneous  expositions?    In  that  most  able 
commentary  on  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  called  the  Federalist,  which  is  known  to 
,  be  the  joint  production  of  Mr.  Madison,  General 
Hamilton,  and  "that  great  civilian,  Mr.  Jay,"  we 
;  have  a  construction  which  will  be  found  in  No 
,  42  of  that  work.     Add  to  this  an  authority,  which 
j  gntjemen  ,n  favor  of  this  restriction  will  certainly 
chnsprr    '"^  '""^''''  't'  ^P'"'^'^  «f  »he  Massa- 
stitut  on  of  the  United  States.     They  say  that  hv 
I  the  old   Articles  of  Confederation'the' Genera 
Government  had  no  power  to  prevent  the  impir- 

S  °i  t;?  'T  '^%  S'^^-^/and  rejoice  th^a 
period  IS  fixed  when  Congress  may  interpose  its 
authority,  and  forever  terminate  this  traffic^ 

Ihe  meaning  of  this  section  we  have  from  a 
very  distinguished  man,  who  was  a  member  of™he 

?f  thru  .T«"''°"  '^^'  ^'^^"^^^  '^^  Constitution 
of  he  United  States.  There  was  a  time  when  the 
brilliancy  of  this  man's  mind  illumined  the  paVh 
of  reason  and  penetrated  the  labyrinths  of  art  and 
science;  yesterday  he  was  within  the.se  walls,  but 
no  longer  what  he  was;  he  stands  the  melancholy 

tion  to  human  pride,  and  showing  how  low  man 
can  be  depressed  when  enervatmg  di.sease  paS 
his  frame,  and  the  hand  of  the  Almighty  pre^ 

Leol.rP  h"^  T"  ^y  '^'  Legislature  of  his^Stafe 
t^mSi        /'  objections  to  tHe  Constitution,  pre- 

tVo^/tL^alUTrrare^s  ^""^  -•""-"-- 

tj;.^u^pi?:^-:X^t^^^^ 

"hall  hink  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited 
pnor  to  the  year  1808,  but  a  duty  may  be  imponed  on 
such  importation."  "F^sea  on 

Jr^^  '^"'^^  °!  ^^'"^  *''•""*  '•  ^*»  P'«»«°t  the  Gene- 
f^.eriutT  ^'"^  P'^^^^'^'^f.  the  importation  of 
saves,  that  the  same  reasons  which  cau«!d  them  lo 
strike  out  the  word  '  national,'  and  not  admit  the^ord 
•stamps.'  influenced  them  here  to  guard  against  tie 
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word  slaves;  they  anxiously  sought  to  avoid  the  ad- 
mission of  expressions  which  might  be  odious  in  the 
cars  of  Americans,  although  they  were  willing  to  ad- 
mit into  their  system  those  things  which  the  expres- 
sion signified  ;  and  hence  it  is,  that  the  clause  is  so 
worded  as  to  authorize  the  General  Government  to 
impose  a  duty  of  ten  dollars  on  every  foreigner  who 
comes  into  a  State  to  become  a  citizen,  whether  he 
comes  absolutely  free,  or  qualified  so  as  a  servant;  al- 
though this  is  contrary  to  the  design  of  the  framers, 
and  the  duty  was  only  meant  to  extend  to  the  impor- 
tation  of  slaves."     P.  65. 


After  observing  that  the  committee  of  detail  had 
reported  this  clause,  without  limitation  as  to  the 
time  of  importation,  which  provision  the  Conven- 
tion rejected,  he  says:  "they  were  informed  by 

*  tht  delegates  from  South  Carolina  and  Georgia 

*  thkt  their  States  never  would  agree  to  any  sys- 
'  tem  which  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  General 
'  Government  to  prevent  the  importation  of  slaves, 
'  and  that  they,  as  delegates  from  those  States,  must 
'  withhold  their  assent  from  such  system."  A 
committee,  composed  of  one  member  from  each 
State,  was  chosen,  to  whom  this  subject,  together 
with  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
^^ta'l  which  declared  "that  no  navigation  act 
shall  be  passed,  without  the  assent  of  two-thirds  of 
the  members  present  in  each  House,"  was  referred, 
j'  This  committee,"  says  he,  "  of  which  also  I  had 
I  the  honor  to  be  a  member,  met,  and  took  into 
I  their  consideration  the  subjects  committed  to 
'  them;  I  found  the  Eastern  States,  notwithstand- 
'  ing  their  aversion  to  slavery,  very  willing  to  in- 
'  dulge  the  Southern  States,  at  least  with  a  tem- 

*  porary  liberty  to  prosecute  the  slave  trade, 
I  provided  the  Southern  States  would,  in  their  turn, 
'  gratify  them  by  laying  no  restriction  on  the  nav- 
^  igation  acts;  and  after  a  very  little  time  thecom- 
'  mittee,  by  a  great  majority,  agreed  on  a  report, 
^  by  which  the  General  Government  was  to  be 
'  prohibited  from  preventing  the  importation  of 
'  slaves,  for   a  limited  time,  and    the  restrictive  I 

clause   relative  to   navigation   acts  was   to  be  ' 
'  omitted."  | 

He  adds,  in  page  58,  "You  will  perceive,  sir,! 

[  "?t  only  that  the  General  Government  is  pro-  I 

hibited  from  interfering  in  the  slave  trade,  before  ' 

'  the  year  1808,  but  there  is  no  provision  in  the  ■ 

*  Constitution  that  it  shall  afterwards  be  prohib- 
'  ited,  nor  any  security  that  such  prohibition  will 
'  ever  take  place." 

This  statement  is  not  made  from  frail  memory, 
after  time  had  almost  effaced  the  recollection  of 
scenes  long  transpired,  but  is  history  itself,  record- 
ms  events  while  transacting. 

By  the  second  clause  of  the  third  section  and 
fourth  article  of  the  Constitution,  "  Congress  shall 
'  have  power  to  dispose  of  and  make  all  needful 

*  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  or 
'other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States; 

*  and  nothing  in  this  Constitution  shall  be  so  con- 
'  strued  as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United 
'  States,  or  of  any  particular  State."  The  power 
here  delegated  mav  have  full  scope  in  regulating 
the  settlement  authorizing  a  temporary  legislation" 
and  disposing  of  the  public  lands,  without  attempt- 


'  ing  to  seize  or  legislate  away  private  property. 
The  words  "oth^  property,"  in  this  clause,  strong- 
ly intimate  that  construction.  But,  said  he,  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  am  not  disposed  to  pursue  a  course 
of  reasoning  that  may  appear  too  refined.  Con- 
gress can  make  all  "  needful  rules  and  regulations" 
respecting  their  '•  territory."  Needful  does  not 
mean  mere  expediency,  but  something  really  ne- 
cessary- to  be  done.  The  most  that  the  advocates 
of  this  restriction  can  say  is,  that,  in  their  opinion. 
It  IS  expedient.  Again,  sir,  is  this  a  rule  and  reg- 
ulation respecting  your  territory  ?  As  much  so  as 
the  constitution  of  Missouri,  when  formed  for  the 
State,  will  be  a  constitution  for  the  Territory  of 
Missouri.  When  your  paternal  government  has 
expired,  and  Missouri  is  no  longer  a  Territory,  she 
enjoys  this  legacy.  Make  her  whole  constitution, 
and  call  this  legislation  for  your  territory ;  for  if 
you  can  make  one  article,  you  can,  with  equal 
justice,  make  the  constitution,  and  entirely  dis- 
pense with  the  voice  of  the  people. 

By  the  first  clause  of  the  fourth  article  and  sec- 
ond section  of  the  Constitution,  "  Congress  shall 
guaranty  to  every  State  in  the  Union  a  republi- 
can form  of  government."     The  power  to  impose 
this  restriction  is  derived,  by  some  gentlemen,  from 
this  section,  because,  say  they,  no  constitution  can 
be  republican  in  which  slavery  is  not  prohibited. 
The  word  "guaranty"  neither  gives  the  power  of 
imposing  conditions,  nor  does  it  mean  to  form,  or 
as.sist  in  the  formation  of  a  government ;  but  pre- 
supposes the  existence  of  a  State  government  to  be 
guarantied.     This  provision  was  intended  to  pro- 
tect, by  the  strength  of  the  Union,  the  State  sove- 
reignties,  in   case  foreign   influence  or   internal 
commotions  should  render  the  States  incapable  of 
supporting,  separately,   their  republican    institu- 
tions.  In  this  opinion  I  am  supported  by  the  terms 
used,  and  by  the  excellent  commentary  previously 
referred  to  in  this  argument.     This  article  cannot, 
then,  confer  the  power  contended  for  by  the  friends 
of  the  amendment.     But,  at  all  events,  the  Con- 
vention could  not  have  intended  that  the  constitu- 
tions of  new  States  should  be  more  republican  than 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stales  and  the  con- 
stitutions of  the  original  States,  in  which  slavery 
had  been  recognised,  and  the  right  to  that  species 
of  property  guarantied. 

The  first  clause  of  the  third  section  and  fourth 
article  of  the  Constitution  declares,  "  New  States 
may  be  admitted  by  Congress  into  the  Union." 
This  is  really  the  only  clause  in  the  Constitution 
which  delegates  any  power  to  Congress  in  relation 
to  the  admission  or  Missouri.  The  other  grounds 
have  been  noticed,  becau.se  they  had  been  relied  on 
by  gentlemen  in  favor  of  restriction;  "may"  ex- 
presses a  discretionary  power — a  power  to  admit, 
and  a  power  to  refuse  admission,  but  nothing  more. 
I  have  (said  Mr.  R.)  heard  this  called  an  universal 
proposition,  which,  according  to  the  reasoning  of 
gentlemen,  means,  that  if  you  are  authorized  to  do 
a  specific  act,  you  may,  By  virtue  of  that  a^ithority, 
do  any  thing  else  you  please  in  relation  tcTthe  sud- 
ject  for  which  that  act  is  to  be  performed.  Gen- 
tlemen would  argue,  if  you  vuxj/  admit  a  man  into 
your  house,  you  may  compel  him  to  enter  the 

"  "        'J 


1339 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


H.  OP  R. 


Admisrion  of  MUsouri. 


1340 

February,  1820. 


1341 


IlfSTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1342 


3. 


'.(  1 


\ 


f 


window,  or  come  down  the  chimney  ;  or  you  may 
impose  any  conditions  on  him  when  he  enters — 
such  as  bindmg  him  neck  and  heels,  rifling  his 
pockets,  or  cutting  his  throat.  It  has  l)een  said 
that  many  things  are  necessarily  implied,  when 
not  expressed  in  the  Constitution,  being  necessary 
to  carry  the  original  powers  into  eft'ect ;  this  is  ad- 
mitted, but  not  to  the  extent  for  which  gentlemen 
contend.  We  do  not  admit  that  this  restriction  is 
at  all  necessary  to  carry  the  power  of  admission 
into  effect.  The  power  of  admitting  renders  the 
power  of  passing  a  law  for  the  admission,  and  ex- 
tending the  benefits  of  the  Union  to  the  State, 
when  admitted,  necessary ;  but  does  not  confer  on 
Congress  the  power  to  frame  a  constitution  for, 
and  strip  the  people  of  their  sovereio^nty. 

This  restriction  has_also  been  cafied  a  compact. 
Yes,  sir,  the  same  kin3  of  a  compact  a  victorious 
army  makes  with  a  place  whose  defenders,  worn 
out  bv  fatigue  and  famine,  are  compelled  to  ac- 
cept the  terms  dictated  by  power ;  the  same  kind 
of  a  compact  the  Romans  made  with  the  savage 
Brennus,  when  he  cast  his  sword  into  the  scale 
that  increased  her  ransom.     You  say  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Missouri,  on  this  condition  you  shall  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union,  and,  instead  of  asking  them 
to  make  an  agreement  with  you,  allowing  them  the 
privilege  of  accepting  or  rejecting  it,  the  agree- 
ment is  made  by  you,  and  presented  to  them  to 
execute.     The  condition  of  their  refusal  is  a  per- 
petual state  of  colonial  vassalage;  this  you  call 
an  agreement— a  compact!     Why,  sir,  in  order  to 
make  a  valid  compact,  reason,  as  well  as  law,  de- 
clares, that  there  must  be  parties  able  to  contract, 
and  willing  to  contract ;  able  to  accept  and  reject 
the  terms  proposed.     Is  Missouri  willin?  to  enter 
into  this  compct  with  you  ?     She  protests  against 
your  usurpation— not  having  the  equal  power  to 
resist,  she  can  only  protest.     The  General  Gov- 
ernment may  enter  into  a  compact  binding  upon 
the  nation  when  acting  within  the  scope  of  the 
authority  delegated  by  the  Constitution;  but  they 
have  no  more  power  to  seize  on  the  rights  of  the 
freemen  of  Missouri,  and  then  require  of  them,  as 
a  peace-offering,  a  portion  of  those  rights,  than  I 
have  to  enter  the  house  of  my  neighbor,  to  which 
I  have  no  color  of  claim,  and  require  of  him,  as  a 
condition  for  my  leaving  him  in  the  peaceable  pos- 
session of  his  property,  the  use  of  one  of  his  apart- 
ments forever.     Cannot  Missouri  enter  into  a  com- 
pact?   Yes,  says  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, (Mr.  Sehgeant,)  States  have  made,  and  are 
capable  of  making,  contracts.    Did  not  Virginia, 
says  he,  make  a  compact  with  the  United  States, 
Ac,  in  ceding  the  ^orthwestern  Territory?     Let 
me  ask  the  gentleman,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  was 
Virginia  when  she  made  this  compact — a  Terri- 
tory, or  ?.  free  independent  State ;  her  constitution 
formed,  and  capable  of  rejecting  unjust  requisi- 
tions ?     Is  that  the  condition  of  MisM5uri  ?     No, 
sir ;  terms  are  prescribed  which  they  are  unwilling 
to  accept,  and  which  they  have  no  State  capacity 
either  to  receive  or  reject.     By  the  gentleman's 
reasoning,  a  sovereign,  independent  State  can  make 
a  compact,  therefore  the  Territory  of  Missouri  can 
do  so;  a  man  can  make  a  binding  agreement. 


therefore  a  child  can  enter  into  a  valid  obligation. 
Again,  sir,  it  has  betm  said  that  the  people  of  Mis 
souri  are  receiving  a  consideration  for  this  "sur- 
render of  a  portion  of  their  municipal  rights" — 
their  admission  into  the  Union.  Why,  sir,  to  this 
they  are  entitled  already,  by  the  treaty  of  1803, 
entered  into  with  the  Government  of  j'rance,  by 
which  Louisiana  was  ceded  to  the  United  States, 
and  by  which  it  is  stipulated,  that ''  the  inhabitants 
'  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  incorporated  into 
'  the  union  of  the  United  States,  and  admitted,  as 
'  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of 
'  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all 
'  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citi- 
'  zens  of  the  United  States ;  and  in  the  meantime 
'  they  shall  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the 
'  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  the 
'  religion  which  they  profess." 

The  price  of  their  admis.sion  into  the  Union  is 
already  j)aid,  and,  if  you  regard  the  treaty,  they 
must  be  admitted.  Your  "  may"  in  the  Consti- 
tution is  converted  into  "shall"  in  the  treaty. 
You  have  bought  a  tract  of  land,  and  paid  the 
consideration  stipulated  in  the  deed  solemnly  exe- 
cuted, yet  the  vender  refuses  to  give  you  posses- 
sion without  you  pay  him  an  additional  consider- 
ation. If  such  demands  would  be  iniquitous  in 
transactions  between  individuals,  how  much  more 
so  when  made  by  a  nation,  boasting  of  ii«>  justice 
and  magnanimity ! 

It  has  been  said  that  there  is  no  power  to  com- 
plain of  a  violation  of,  or  to  enforce  an  obedience 
to,  this  treaty.  Shall  we,  therefore,  not  perform 
our  engagements,  b^nrause  we  cannot  be  roerced  1 
The  honest  heart  revolts  at  such  a  proposition. 
Justice  commands  the  performance  of  our  engage- 
ments, although  there  i^  no  power  to  enforce,  and 
no  eye  sees  our  delinquency.  A  great  and  mag- 
nanimous people  should  scorn  sucn  a  subterfuge. 

Congress,  say  gentlemen,  have  the  power  of  ad- 
mitting new  States,  and  the  treaty-making  jwwer 
had  no  right  to  stipulate  for  the  admission  of  Louis- 
iana into  the  Union.     The  second  clause  of  the 
sixth  article  of  the  Constitution  declares,  that  "all 
treaties  made  by  the  authority  of  the  United  States 
are  the  supreme  law  of  the  land."     "By  the  au- 
thority," must  mean  the  treaty-making  power,  the 
President  and  Senate,  in  whom  the  power  is  vested. 
The  authority  of  the  United  States  has  made  this 
treaty,  and  the  House  of  Representatives  has  re- 
peatedly sanctioned  its  provisions.     Whatever  ob- 
jection might   have  been  made  previou.-ly  to  its 
ratification,  because  of  its  interkTeuce  with  the 
power  vested  in  Congress  to  admit  new  States, 
the  obiection  now  comes  too  late.     The  Senate 
could  nave  made  no  appropriation  of  money  for 
the  purchase  of  Louisiana   without   the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  of  Representatives.     This  con- 
currence was  a  pledge,  on  the  part  of  liiat  branch 
of  the  National  Legislature,  that  the  stipulations 
of  the  treaty  should  be  performed.     Your  legisla- 
tion for  the  territory  ceded,  and  the  admission  of 
Louisiana,  were  additional  pledges.     You   have 
surveyed   the  public  lands,  jwcketed  the  money, 
and  enjoyed  all  the  advantages  of  the  cession,  and 
now  refuse  to  comply  with  your  agreement,   be- 
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cause  you  say  the  President  and  Senate  had  no 
power  to  maKe  the  treaty,  and  there  is  no  power 
to  compel  you  to  perform  your  agreement  if  valid. 
From  the  treaty  of  1803,  every  successive  Con- 
gress has,  in  some  shape,  recognised  the  validity 
of  this  treaty,  and  given  some  pledge  that  its  stip- 
ulation should  be  regarded  until  we,  more  wise, 
but,  perhaps,  less  just,  than  our  predecessors,  have 
discovered  that  it  was  made  without  authority, 
and  is  void !  Had  not  the  people  who  removed 
to  that  country  under  your  former  course  of  legis- 
lation aright  to  expect  that  security,  for  therose4ves 
and  their  property,  which  the  treaty  promised? 

This  treaty  declares  who  shall  be  incorporated 
into  the  Union,  when  they  shall  be  incorporated, 
to  what  they  shall  be  entitled  when  incorporated, 
and  promises,  in  the  meantime,  security  to  their 
liberty  and  property.  In  the  meantime,  must  indi- 
cate a  time  between  two  points — the  points  here 
indicated  are,  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  and 
their  admission  into  the  Union.  Congress  might, 
in  the  meantime,  have  prohibited  the  settlement  of 
the  country  from  other  parts  of  the  Union  ;  but  if 
they  permitted  others  to  settle  there,  being  inhabi- 
tants of  the  ceded  territory,  at  the  time  of  its  ad- 
mission into  the  Union,  they  were  necessary  to 
enjoy  the  privileges  of  admission  into  the  Union. 
Congress  could  not  admit  the  original  inhabitants 
and  exclude  others  there  at  the  time  of  its  admis- 
sion ;  nor  eould  they  disregard  the  rights  of  those 
who  settled  there  subsequent  to  the  treaty  ;  for  all 
who  are  inhabitants,  "in  the  meantime,"  are  se- 
cured in  their  property  and  liberty."  When  are 
they  to  be  admitted  ?  "  So  soon  as  possible,  con- 
sbtent  with  the  principles  of  the  Constitution ;"  so 
soon  as  they  have  the  number  heretofore  required 
for  such  admission.  Having  that  number,  they 
now  ask  you  to  perform  your  stipulation,  and  can 
you  justly  refuse?  To  what  are  they  to  be  enti- 
tled, when  admitted  into  the  Union  ?  To  the  en- 
joyment of  all  the  "rights,  advantages,  and  im- 
munities, of  citizens  of  the  United  States."  Yet 
you  deny  them  one  of  the  most  es.<iential  and  dear- 
est rights,  the  right  to  form  their  own  constitution, 
and  shape  their  own  municipal  regulations.  They 
are  what  you  have  agreed  they  shall  be,  with  this 
degrading  exception,  this  surrender  of  municipal 
rights.  This  word  "  shall,"  in  the  treaty,  takes 
away  discretion,  and  we  must  either  disregard  the 
treaty,  or  admit  Missouri — not  stripped  of  its  sov- 
ereign power,  but  on  a  footing  with  theother  States, 
to  all  the  "rights,  advantages,  and  immunities," 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

The  ordinance  of  1787  has  been  resorted  to  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  that  Congress  has  exer- 
cised this  power,  and  may  therefore  now  do  the 
same.  There  is  no  crime  that  could  not  be  justi- 
fied by  reasoning  in  this  mode:  such  things  have 
been  done,  therefore  they  are  right!  This  ordi- 
nance was  passed  under  the  Articles  of  Confed- 
eration, previously  to  the  adoption  of  the  Consti- 
tution, and  cannot  prove  that  such  an  ordinance 
would  have  been  authorized  by  the  Constitution. 
Subsequentlegislationonly  went  to  carry  into  effect 
what  had  been  promi.sed  prior  to  the  Constitution 

Gentlemen  have  called  to  their  aid  the  Declara- 


tion of  Independence:  "  All  men  are  bom  equally 
free  and  independent!  Those  who  believe  that 
this  declaration  gives  liberty  to  every  slave  in  the 
Union,  will  find  a  learned  cnapter  on  that  subject, 
in  a  ludicrous  work  written  by  Judge  Brecken- 
ridge,  of  Pennsylvania,  called  Modern  Chivalry, 
to  which  I  refer  the  gentlemen.  But  is  this  polit- 
ical maxim  indeed  true?  Then  I  suppose  an  in- 
cident of  that  freedom  and  independence  would 
be,  that  every  people  have  a  right  to  adopt  their 
own  government  and  laws.  Do  you  not  deny  this 
privilege  to  the  people  of  Missouri  ?  In  your  zeal 
to  extend  liberty  to  the  slave,  you  tate  away 
from  freemen  of  your  own  color,  and  entitled  to 
equal  rights  with  you,  their  "  inalienable  rights." 
The  people  of  Missouri  ask  the  privilege  of  form- 
ing their  own  constitution,  and  you  "deny  them 
that  privil^e,  unless  they  adopt  an  article  which 
ycm  prescribe.  Have  we  so  soon  forgotten  that 
our  fathers  resisted  similar  usurpations  of  power 
attempted  by  England — fought  and  established  the 
independence  we  now  enjoy  ?  Other  gentlemen 
derive  this  power  from  that  part  of  the  Constitu- 
tion which  enables  Congress  to  provide  for  the 
"general  welfare:"  nothing  can  be  more  danger- 
ous than  this  doctrine.  When  Napoleon  annihi- 
lated the  Government,  and  seized  the  liberties  of 
France,  he  said,  this  is  demanded  by  the  general 
welfare.  When  Cajsar  subverted  the  liberties  of 
Rome,  he  professed  to  be  providing  for  the  general 
welfare.  When  Cromwell  turned  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain  out  of  doors,<  he  professed  to  be 
acting  for  the  general  welfare.  The  genius  of 
desolation,  seated  on  the  ruins  of  empires,  speaks, 
as  a  voice  from  the  tombs  to  you,  to  "  beware  of 
the  exercise  of  this  dangerous  power."  The  de- 
parted Governments  of  Carthage,  Greece,  and 
Rome^  of  Venice,  and  of  Switzerland,  hail  your 
advances  in  this  path  of  the  sepulchre  of  nations. 
The  friends  of  restriction  plant  a  dagger  in  the 
bosom  of  their  country,  and  call  this  providing  for 
the  general  welfare.  They  excite  the  most  awful 
discord  among  the  members  of  this  House,  which 
enters  into  and  distracts  all  its  deliberations,  and 
excites  the  most  alarming  ferment  in  the  commu- 
nity, and  call  this  humanity.  Humanity  to  our 
country  forbids  agitating  a  question  so  well  calcu- 
lated to  disturb  the  repose  of  society. 

Is  it  justice  to  the  States  of  the  Union  where 
slavery  is  tolerated,  to  prohibit  them  from  a  set- 
tlement in  Missouri,  purchased  by  the  common 
funds  of  the  nation  ?  The  exclusion  is  not  direct, 
because  it  would  not  be  borne  in  that  shape  ;  but 
if  I  cannot  enter  there  with  my  property,  which 
habit,  or  something  else,  has  rendered  necessary  to 
me,  I  am  excluded.  What  answer  can  we  make 
to  the  people  of  Missouri  when  they  ask,  "  is  not 
self-government  our  right,  our  privilege,  and  our 
inheritance?"  "Can  you  divest  us  of  our  prop- 
erty without  our  consent  ?"  "  When  emancipation 
has  taken  place  in  other  parts  of  the  Union,  the 
people,  by  their  Representatives,  consented  to  the 
divestiture  of  their  rights;  but  we  are  to  be  divested 
of  our  rights,  without  representation,  by  the  strong 
arm  of  Congress,  and  that  in  the  name  of  con- 
science and  humanity." 
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I  cannot,  said  he,  pass  unnoticed  the  course 
which  has  been  adopted,  in  relation  to  this  subject, 
and  which,  in  the  language  of  Mr.  Jay,  has  been 
effected  by  a  "  plan  oi  co-operation"  in  the  com- 
munity.    The  people  intend  to  be  just  to  them- 
selves and  their  Representatives;  but  how  readily 
may^hey  be  deceived !    A  meeting  is  called,  at 
which  the  horrors  of  slavery  are  painted  in  the 
most  glowing  colors — the  honest  sympathies  of 
every  individual  present  are  excited,  and,  when 
wrought  almost  to  frenzy,  they  are  seriously  asked, 
are  you  willing  to  extend  this  evil  ?  No !  resounds 
from  a  thousand  tongues.     No  inquiry  if  the  con- 
dition of  the  slave  will  not  be  ameliorated  by  "  this 
extension."   The  Constitution  is  either  never  men- 
tioned, or  such  a  construction  given  it  as  suits  the 
public  feeling.     Gentlemen  should  recollect  that 
this  method  of  construing  the  Constitution,  by 
popular  assemblies,  is  at  least  dangerous,  and  that 
the  example  now  given  may  be  imitated  at  some 
future  day,  when  they  would  willingly  forget  what 
has  now  transpired.     On  matters  of  interest  and 
feeling,  the  people  must  be  consulted ;  but  I  have 
sworn  to  support  this  Constitution,  and  who  shall 
determine  for  me,  whether  this  act  is  a  violation 
of  my  oath  or  not  ?    In  the  midst  of  such  popular 
excitement,  the  prejudiced  and  corrupt  are  carried 
along  by  the  current,  the  timid  abandon  their  con- 
sciences, and  upright  men  too  often  fall  a  sacrifice 
to  their  integrity.     Could  any  plan  of  "  co-opera- 
tion" be  necessary  to  bring  the  members  of  this 
House  to  a  correct  discharge  of  their  duty  ?     The 
feelings,  both  of  the  North  and  South,  were  en- 
listed in  favor  of  an  amelioration  of  the  condition 
of  the  slave ;  but  a  regard  for   the  Constitution, 
the  treaty,  the  general  rights  of  the  people  of  the  ! 
Union,  and  of  the  people  of  Missouri,  prevent  j 
them  from  interfering.     The  "extension  of  sla-  I 
very!"    This  is  a  deceitful  term.     If,  by  extend-  j 
ing,  you  mitigate  the  evils,  such  an  extension  is  ' 
humanity,  is  mercy.     No  man  has  passed  through  ' 
the  States  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Mississippi, 
and  Alabama,  who  docs  not  know  that  their  con- 
dition is  much  better  there  than  in  the  old  States. 
By  the  same  reasoning  you  give  to  the  unfortunate 
prisoner  the  light,  the  pure  air  of  Heaven,  and 
wholesome  food  ;  and  you  call  this  an  extension  of 
his  evils.    You  confine  him  to  his  loathsome  dun- 
geon, his  brown  bread,  and  his  galling  fetters,  and 
you  call  this  humanUy.     The  supposition  that  you 
are  opening  a  market,  and   thereby  tempting  an 
illicit  traffic,  is  ideal.     The  present  price  is  suffi- 
cient to  tempt  avarice,  and  an  increase  of  value 
can  scarcely  be  expected  from  any  reasonable  mode 
of  calculation. 

We  are  told  "not  to  be  alarmed ;"  there  is  no 
disposition  to  disturb  property,  in  slaves,  in  the  old 
thirteen  Stales.  I  jud^e  of  the  intentions  of  gen- 
tlemen from  the  principles  they  advocate.  We  are 
told  that  Congress  may,  when  the  Constitution  is 
silent,  exercise  its  sovereign  power ;  that  all  men, 
among  whom  are  slaves,  are  born  equally  free  and 
independent ;  that  Congress  can  do  any  thing  con- 
ceived necessary  for  the  general  welfare,  and  that 
slavery  is  a  great  evil  and  ought  to  be  abolished  : 
tnat  Congress,  having  the  power  to  regulate  com- 


merce, and  prohibit  migration,  can  prevent  the 
passage  of  slaves  from  one  State  to  another. 
These  doctrines  lead  to  an  unlimited  exercise  of 
power — to  a  declaration  that  slavery  does  not  exist 
within  the  United  Stales;  but  if  it  does,  that  Con- 
gress may  abolish  it,  or  confine  it  to  narrow  limits ; 
yet  we  are  told  not  to  be  alarmed.  You  conduct 
us  to  an  awful  precipice,  and  hold  us  over  it,  in 
your  trembling  hands,  while  you  call  to  us,  do  not 
be  alarmed.  We  cannot  but  ieei  alarmed  for  the 
security  of  our  property;  when  such  principles  are 
advocated  we  assure  you  we  are  alarmed.  Should 
you  succeed,  it  is  questionable  whether  you  gain 
any  thing  for  the  slave.  No  respect  for  the  Con- 
stitutional principles  induces  you  to  urge  this  re- 
striction— humanity  towards  your  country,  already 
rent  by  discord,  forbids  widening  the  breach.  1  do 
not  speak  of  disunion.  I  hope  our  Union  will  be 
as  perpetual  as  the  rocks  and  mountains  of  onr 
continent.  Disunion  is  a  subject  which  I  fear  to 
have  rendered  familiar  to  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try. But  may  I  not  call  to  gentlemen  in  pursuit 
oi  this  imaginary  good—"  Spare,  oh  spare  your 
country  the  evils  which  the  agitation  of  this  ques- 
tion has  produced,  and  must  necessarily  produce, 
in  this  hitherto  happy  nation.  Let  us  not,  in  pur- 
suit of  phantoms,  destroy  this  last  asylum  of  the 
oppressed,  the  only  resting  place  of  liberty,  exiled 
from  every  other  portion  of  the  world." 

Mr.  Hendhicks,  of  Indiana,  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  Chairman  :  Rising,  at  this  late  hour  of  the 
debate,  and  preceded  by  many  who  were  prominent 
and  powerful  in  the  discussions  on  this  floor,  it  is 
not  to  be  expected  that  very  much  remains  for  me 
to  say.  This,  however,  is  a  circumstance  which 
I  do  not  regret,  for  it  is  not  my  purpose  or  intention 
to  say  much.  Sir,  at  an  early  period  of  this  dis- 
cussion, it  was  my  intention  to  have  offered,  at 
large,  to  the  Committee,  my  vitws  on  this  subject, 
but  not  having  been  fortunate  enough  to  have  oc- 
cupied the  ffoor  at  that  stage  of  the  debate,  I  find 
much  of  the  ground  which  I  had  marked  out  for 
myself  occupied,  and  successfully,  as  I  think,  oc- 
cupied by  others. 

With  that  ground,  sir,  I  shall  have  as  little  to  do 
as  jKjssible.  I  will  not  tire  the  Committee  in 
wandering  unnecessarily  upon  it,  but  will  ask  their 
indulgence  while  I  say  a  few  words,  which  appear 
to  me  necessary  to  be  said,  and  which  are  some  of 
my  reasons  for  the  vote  1  expect  to  give  on  the 
proposition  now  before  the  Committee.  Sir,  my 
apology  for  troubling  the  Committee  is,  the  interest 
which,  with  others,  I  take  in  this  great  question, 
and  the  circumstance  that  that  portion  of  the 
Union,  of  which  I  am  a  citizen  and  a  Represen- 
tative, seems  to  have  become,  in  a  great  measure, 
the  theatre  of  this  debate. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  history  of  the  Northwestern 
Territory  is  connected  with  the  earliest  and  the 
proudest  days  of  this  Republic,  and  its  history  in 
times  to  come  will  show  it  warmly  and  devotion- 
ally  attached  to  the  rights  of  the  States  and  the 
integrity  of  the  Union.  Sir,  there  is  nothing  for- 
tuitous or  uncertain  in  this  opinion.  The  States 
of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  are  standing  monu- 
ments of  the  magnanimity  of  an  ancient  and  re- 
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snectable  State,  (Virginia.)  They  are  monuments 
also  of  a  wise  and  liberal  policy,  whence  springs 
their  happy  institutions,  and  their  freedom  from 
slavery,  that  great  evil  of  the  South.  They  show 
a  policy  of  the  General  Government,  which,  should 
it  roll  on  with  the  flood  of  emigration  to  the  West, 
will  add  a  constellation  to  your  Union,  e(|ual  in 
lustre  to  the  brightest  star  of  the  East.  This  is 
the  view  of  the  amendment  under  discussion — an 
amendment  which  commands  my  approbation  and 
coerces  my  support.  An  amendment^  objectionable, 
say  gentlemen,  because  Congress  have  not  the  Con- 
stitutional power  to  enact  it.  Those  who  oppose 
the  restriction  of  slavery  in  Missouri  call  for  the 
Constitutional  provision,  which  authorizes  the 
measure — call  for  the  speaking  index  which  points 
to  this  question,  as  though  every  measure  of  the 
Government  could  have  been  anticipated,  and  all 
its  future  incidents  seen  by  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  language  of  the  Constitution 
is  plain  enough  for  me.  And  here  let  me  remark, 
that  this  amendment  presents  itself  to  my  mind 
in  a  point  of  view  diflerent  from  that  in  which  it 
appears  to  be  considered,  by  most  gentlemen  who 
have  spoken  of  it.  This  amendment  is  objected 
to,  b?cause  it  is  understood  to  propose  conditions 
for  the  Slate  of  Missouri.  This  is  not  the  way  I 
understand  it.  It  speaks  to  the  people  of  Missouri 
Territory,  and  not  to  the  State  of  Missouri.  To 
the  people  of  the  Missouri  Territory,  and  to  the 
people  of  all  the  territories,  we  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  speaking.  Even  gentlemen  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  question  admit  we  may  speak  to  them. 

Sir,  I  think,  in  the  progress  of  this  discussion,  it 
has  been  clearly  made  out  that  Congress  may  impose 
conditions.  Indeed,  this  seems  of  necessity  to  be 
admitted  on  all  hands,  for  without  admitting  this 
principle  we  cannot  justify  the  government  we 
hold  over  the  territories,  or  the  control  we  hold  over 
the  public  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  new 
Stales.  Sir,  in  this  case,  we  do  not  dictate  to,  or 
impose  conditions  on,  the  Slate.  We  only  say  to 
the  people  of  the  Territory  what  we  consider  ne- 
cessary for  their  constitution  to  contain,  and  with- 
out which  they  are  not  to  expect  admission  into 
the  Union.  They  are  not  possessed  of  sovereign 
State  powers  when  making  this  constitution,  nor 
when  It  is  made,  until  Congress  shall  admit  them 
into  the  Union.  This  ceremony  of  admission  has 
been  deemed  necessary  in  the  history  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, in  relation  to  all  the  new  Slates.  Their 
sovereign  State  power  is  derived  from  the  consti- 
tution, which  has  not  force  or  efficacy  until  ap- 
proved by  Congress.  It  is  true  the  power  which 
made  this  constitution  was  in  existence  before,  but 
it  was  chaos  reduced  by  these  proceedings  to  con- 
sistency and  order. 

But,  It  is  said  that,  by  this  amendment,  you  re- 
quire these  conditions  to  be  adopted  by  Missouri, 
and  to  come  from  her,  because  Congress  have  not 
the  power  to  make  or  impose  them.  This,  sir,  is 
true,  and  is  correct,  in  the  same  way  that  the  first 
parly  to  a  contract  must  obtain  the  consent  of  the 
second  party  before  the  contract  is  complete  ;  but, 
after  that  consent  is  obtained,  the  first  party  ha 
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the  same  advantage  from  it,  and  it  is  as  binding  on 
the  second  party  as  if  all  had  been  originally  in 
the  power  of  the  first  party  ;  for,  in  truth,  this  is 
nothing  more  or  less  than  a  contract,  and  it  is  one 
of  those  contracts  which,  though  made  in  the  mi- 
nority of  Missouri,  will  be  binding  on  her  after  she 
shall  arrive  at  full  age.  I  deny,  then,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  any  thing  required  by  this  amendment 
is  to  be  done  in  the  character  or  capacity  of  a  State, 
on  the  part  of  Missouri. 

Again,  sir,  the  treaty.  The  third  article  of  the 
treaty  so  much  spoken  of  in  this  debate,  could  not 
have  been  intended  to  pass  the  boundaries  of  the 
Constitution.  If  such  were  its  stipulations,  those 
stipulations  could  not  be  carried  into  effect.  Sir, 
what  created  the  treaty-making  power  ?  The 
Constitution  ;  and  the  moment  the  treaty-making 
power  passes  the  boundaries  of  the  Constitution, 
that  moment  its  powers  become  annihilated.  We 
are  told  that  it  is  now  too  late  to  object  to  the 
treaty — that  it  has  been  ratified  by  the  Senate,  and 
sanctioned  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  the 
passage  of  laws  to  carry  it  into  effect.  Sir,  I  do 
not  object  to  the  validity  of  the  treaty.  The  ac- 
quisition of  Louisiana  was  one  of  the  happiest 
epochs  of  our  political  history  since  the  close  of  the 
Revolution.  But  I  object  to  any  construction  of 
that  treaty  unknown  to  and  unauthorized  by  the 
Constitution.  I  object  to  any  construction  of  the 
treaty  which  would  do  away  the  discretion  of  Con- 
gress in  the  admission  of  new  States.  Can  any 
unconstitutional  stipulation  in  a  treaty  gain  strengtn 
by  the  ratification  of  the  Senate,  or  the  passage  of 
a  law  by  Congress  to  carry  that  treaty  into  effect  ? 
Surely  not.  Suppose,  for  instance,  that  the  treaty- 
making  power  had  stipulated  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  officers,  and  the  authority  of  training 
the  militia  of  the  States  to  be  formed  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  should  be  reserved  to  the  Grovernment 
of  the  United  Stales, — would  gentlemen  tell  us 
that  the  stipulation  could  be  carried  into  effect? 
No ;  because  such  stipulation  would  be  contrary  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Such  stip- 
ulation would  be  an  infringement  of  the  rights  of 
the  States.  And  are  we  not  to  guard  the  rights  of 
the  General  Government,  as  well  as  those  of  the 
States  ?  The  treaty,  then,  I  understand  as  placing 
the  inhabitants  of  the  province  of  Louisiana  in 
the  same  situation  they  would  have  been  in  if  they 
had  been  included  witliin  the  original  limits  estab^ 
lished  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace. 

Sir,  if  the  treaty-making  power  can  pass  the 
limits  of  the  Constitution,  it  could  have  provided 
that  the  States  to  be  formed  in  the  province  of 
Louisiana  could  have  the  power  of  making  war  or 
peace,  or  of  creating  titles  of  nobility.  The  lan- 
guage of  the  treaty  is,  in  substance,  the  language 
of  the  Constitution  ;  and  the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities conferred  on  the  Louisianian  must  be  such 
privileges  and  immunities  as  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  can  bestow;  for,  according  to 
the  principles  of  the  gentlemen  opposed,  neither 
the  treaty  nor  the  Constitution  can  confer  on  the 
ancient  inhabitant  of  Louisiana  the  rights  and 
privileges  which  result  from  the  regulations  of  a 
State,  and  which  are  the  offspring  of  municipal 
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law,  because  these  things,  say  crentlemen,  are  the 
prerogatives  of  State  sovereignties,  and  cannot  be 
exercised  by  Congress.  Then,  what  are  the  privi- 
leges and  immunities  of  an  inhabitant  of  Louisi- 
ana under  the  treaty  and  the  Constitution  ?  They 
are  simply  those  of  a  citizen,  distinguished  from  a 
foreigner  or  an  alien.  The  mhabitant  of  Louisi- 
ana is  not  subject  to  the  requisitions  of  an  alien 
law;  he  becomes  at  once  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States.  The  treaty,  then,  does  not  seem  to  stand 
in  the  way  of  the  free  operation  of  the  Constitu- 
'  tion — the  practice  and  policy  of  the  Government — 
in  the  admission  of  new  States.  There  is  no  guar- 
anty in  the  treaty  in  favor  of  adventurers  to  the 
country,  or  in  favor  of  the  Louisianian,  after  he 
shall  have  become  a  member  of  the  State  Gov- 
ernment. 

The  force  of  the  treaty  then  fails,  gentlemen. 
It  is  imposing  conditions  on  him,  in  the  character 
of  a  citizen  of  a  State,  of  which  they  complain; 
and  in  such  character  the  treaty  has  no  guaranty 
in  his  favor,  and  it  would  be  absurd  if  it  had.  It 
would  be  France  stipulating  for  the  privileges  and 
immunities  of  citizens,  not  only  of  the  United 
States,  but  of  a  particular  State. 

But,  sir,  to  the  positive  language  of  the  Con- 
stitution :  "  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispase 
of,  and  to  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations 
respecting  the  territory,  or  other  property  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States.''  Here  there  is  a  direct 
power ;  absolute  control  over  the  most  important 
and  first  object  of  sovereignty.  Here  is  a  Consti- 
tutional power,  more  extensive  than  is  necessary 
for  the  amendment  before  the  Committee.  Con- 
gress owns,  in  fee  simple,  the  soil  of  the  country. 
This  soil  may  be  retained  by  its  owners,  or  it  may 
be  parted  with  on  conditions.  It  may  be  leased 
for  life  or  for  years.  These  leases  may  contain  as 
many  conditions  as  may  be  agreed  on.  One  of 
these  may  be,  that  the  soil  shall  not  be  cultivated 
by  a  slave,  and  that  it  shall  not  be  the  residence 
of  a  slave.  Sir,  the  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
no  matter  whether  he  be  from  the  South  or  North, 
may  constitutionally  be  prevented  from  settling 
that  soil.  Your  standing  armies  and  your  militia 
may  be  marched  from  every  State  to  dispossess 
him.  This  is  a  policy  which  the  Government  will 
very  seldom  adopt,  but  the  power  to  adopt  it  is 
found  in  the  Constitution,  and  it  is  the  Constitu- 
tional power  to  adopt  this  measure  which  we  are 
now  in  search  of,  and  not  its  expediency.  Sir, 
this  part  of  the  Constitution  is  not  a  dead  letter. 
Look  at  your  statute  book.  There  you  will  find 
laws  s|jecifyinw  this  power  and  authorizing  its  ex- 
ertion,'«  driving  intruders  from  the  public  lands. 
It  is  l|^t  a  few  years,  sir,  since  the  President's 
proclaiaation  required  the  exercise  of  this  power, 
and,  but  for  the  relaxing  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the  military  force  of  the  country  would  have 
been  employed  in  carrying  it  into  effect.  Here, 
then,  is  a  case  in  which  Congress  may  constitu- 
tionally exclude  the  further  introduction  of  free- 
men from  that  soil ;  much  easier,  do  I  apprehend, 
may  she  exclude  slaves  ;  mere  property.  A  case 
in  which  Congress  may,  after  the  admission  of  a 
Slate  without  restriction  of  slavery,  hold  a  direct 


and  absolute  negative  over  the  peopling  her  terri- 
tory with  slaves. 

Sir,  the  third  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the 
Constitution  says,  "  that  new  States  may  be  ad- 
mitted by  the  Congress  into  this  Union."  Here, 
sir,  is  all  the  power  known  to  the  Constitution,  on 
the  subject  of  admittinjj  new  States.  Congress 
may  admit,  and  may  refuse  admission.  Congress 
may  exercise  abroad  an  uncontrollable  discretion 
on  the  subject ;  but,  in  the  proper  exercise  of  thin 
discretion,  Congress  may  not  reject  without  a 
cause.  If  a  cause  of  rejection  exist,  this  House 
will  know  it.  Congtess  may  then  examine  the 
boundaries  exhibited  in  the  constitution  .submitted, 
to  see  that  they  do  not  pass  the  limits  and  bound- 
aries of  this  Government ;  for,  if  the  doctrine  con- 
tended for  by  many  gentlemen  on  this  floor  be 
correct,  that  Congress  can  only  determine  whe- 
ther the  constitution  be  republican  or  not,  then 
the  question  of  boundary  would  be  an  improper 
inquiry  for  this  House.  The  people  claiming  ad- 
mission might  stop  at  the  Sabine,  or  go  to  the 
Rio  del  Norte.  They  might  include  the  more 
western  provinces  of  Mexico,  or  go  to  the  Isthmus 
of  Darien.  This  doctrine  established,  with  the  bind- 
ing obligations  of  the  treaty  to  admit  the  people 
of  Missouri,  as  contended  for  by  other  gentlemen, 
and  the  question  of  boundary  with  Spain  is  no 
longer  under  the  sole  direction  of  the  treaty-mak- 
ing power.  The  people  of  Missouri  may  go  to 
the  West  and  to  the  South,  to  the  furthermost 
boundary  ever  claimed  by  the  Government.  You 
are  bound  by  treaty,  say  gentlemen,  to  admit  them, 
and,  once  admitted,  you  arc  bound  by  the  Consti- 
tution to  protect  them  against  invasion. 

Sir,  the  Constitutional  power  to  admit  new 
States,  submits  the  constitution  of  such  States  to 
the  scrutiny  of  this  Government.  Congress  may, 
and  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress,  to  .see  that  no  pro- 
vision of  such  constitution  cla.shes  with  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States ;  that  such  new 
State,  for  instance,  does  not  assume  the  powers  of 
"  making  treaties,  alliances,  and  confederations 
with  foreign  Governments ;"  of  granting  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal ;"  or  "  of  keeping  troop.s,  or 
ships  of  war,  in  time  of  peace,  without  the  consent 
of  Congress."  This  power,  then,  seems  to  contain 
all  necessary  guards  against  encroachment  of  prin- 
ciple, and  where  any  encroachment  of  principle, 
no  matter  what,  is  likely  to  be  attempted,  it  does 
seem  to  me,  that  it  would  not  be  too  assuming  in 
Congress,  to  say  to  a  people  asking  permission  to 
form  for  themselves  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment :  Your  habits  and  opinions,  on  a  par- 
ticular subject,  make  it  probable,  that  you  will 
introduce  a  principle  into  your  Constitution  in- 
compatible with  the  opinions  and  policy  of  this 
Government.     With  this  principle  you  are  not  to 
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expect  admission  into  the  Union.  This  would  be 
a  piece  of  information  necessary  for  them.  It 
would  be  a  beacon  to  direct  them  into  the  port  of 
admission. 

Mr.  Chairman,  another  .«iection  of  the  Constitu- 
tion comes  in  aid  of  my  opinions.  The  fourth 
section  of  the  fourth  article  says,  "the  United 
States  shall  guaranty  to  every  State  in  this  Union 
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a  republican  form  of  government,  and  shall  pro- 
tect each  of  them  against  invasion  and  domestic 
violence."    Now  it  seems  to  me  that  the  plain 
and  obvious  meaning  of  this  is,  that  Congress  may 
examine  a  constitution  before  she  can  guaranty 
any  thing  about  it ;  and  Congress  must,  in  the  very 
nature  of  this  clause,  have  the  power  of  judging 
and  determining  what  a  republican  form  of  gov- 
ernment is.     Congress  cannot  guaranty  any  thing 
T)f  which  she  is  ignorant ;  and  the  Constitutional 
protection  against  invasion  and  domestic  violence 
in  favor  of  the  States,  carries  with  it  something 
more  than  a  mere  supervision  of  the  constitutioiT, 
to  see  if  it  be  republican  ;  for  the  seeds  of  discord 
and  domestic  violence  may  be  sown  in  a  constitu- 
tion, although  it  be  republican.     A  thousand  fea- 
tures may  be  found  in  a  constitution  calculated  to 
produce  invasion,  though  that  constitution  be  re- 
publican."   "  Invasion  and  dome^^tic  violence"  are 
eflfects  sometimes  found  in   States.     Congress  is 
bound  to  control  and  do  away  these  effects.     She 
is  bound  also,  both  for  her  benefit  and  that  of  the 
State,  to  do  away  the  obvious  "causes  of  invasion  | 
and  domestic  violence,"  and  if  these  obvious  causes 
are  found  in  the  constitution  of  a  new  State,  Con- 
gress is  bound  by  every  consideration  of  justice, 
both  to  the  General  Government  and  to  such  new  ! 
State,  to  re<}uire  that  those  objectionable  parts  of 
her  constitution  be  expunged  before  she  is  admitted 
into  the  Union.     All  legislative  powers  to  check  ; 
vice  of  any  kind,  are  necessarily  appropriated  with 
powers  of  some  description,  to  deal  with  and  do  ! 
away  the  causes  of  such  vice. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  little  danger  of  encroach- 
ment on  the  governments  of  the  States.  The  State^ 
have,  at  all  times,  sentinels  at  their  posts  and  within 
this  hall.     Who  are  we,  sir,  but  the  sentinels  of  the 
State  governments — citizens  of  the  States,  sent  ' 
here  for  the  special  purpose  of  representing  them  ! 
in  the  national  assembly  1     With  our  constituents,  I 
we  have  a  closer  affinity  to  the  States  than  to  this  \ 
Government.     We  feel  their  interests  as  primary  • 
ones.     This  has  been  sufficiently  manifested  in  the 
progress  of  this  discussion.     If  I  can  determine  any  i 
thing  from  my  own  feelings,  1  know  this  to  be  the 
case.     The  rights  and  advantages  of  the  State  ' 
which  I   have  the  honor  to  represent,  are  those  ; 
which  make  the  strongest  appeal  to  my  heart. 
Sir,  the  overthrow  of  this  great  Republic  is  more  \ 
in  danger  from  the  encroachments  of  the  State  ■ 
governments   than  of  this   Government.      Some 
high  unconstitutional  pretensions  of  the  State  gov- 
ernments are  more  likely  to  sap  the  foundations  of 
our  liberties  and  destroy  this  Government.     Sir, 
for  examples  I  might  refer  you  to  the  histories  of 
other  nations  and  other  times,  but  I  need  not  leave 
that  of  my  own  country.     The  arm  of  this  Gov- ! 
ernment,  during  the  late  war,  was  paralyzed  by 
the  pretensions  of  a  State  government,  (Massa- 
chusetts,) by  a  conflict  for  Slate  rights. 

But,  sir,  to  the  general  scope  and'^plain  meaning 
of  the  Constitution.  It  is  said  that  Congress  have 
but  one  Constitutional  negative  over  the  admis- 
sion of  a  State.  Congress  may  require  her  con- 
stitution to  be  republican,  and,  if  it  be  not,  she 
may  reject  it.     But,  I  apprehend,  sir,  that,  in  con- 


struing an  instrument,  all  its  parts  are  to  be  taken 
together.     We  should  never  lose  sight  of  the  ob- 
ject of  the  Convention  which  framed  the  Consti- 
tution.    We  should  never  lose  sight  of  the  end 
and  object  of  all  good  governments.    These  are 
the  happiness  of  the  people  governed.     Govern- 
ments ought  still  to  be  progressive,  from  bad,  if 
they  be  so,  to  good,  and  from  good  to  better. 
Perfection  of  human  happiness  is  the  tendency  of 
all  good  governments.     Slavery  is  an  evil.    It  is 
admitted  to  be  so  by  all  the  South;  and  its  exist- 
ence is  a  matter  of  much  lamentation  to  them. 
It  is,  then,  more  natural  to  suppose  that  the  evil 
was  intended  to  be  stopped — to  be  removed  from 
the  body  politic  as  soon  as  possible — than  that  it 
should  be  extended  with  the  extending  Union. 
Sir,  suppose  slavery  had  no  existence  in  the  Uni- 
ted States.    A  State  west  of  the  Mississippi  would 
present  you  with  a  constitution  recognising  sla- 
very, and  demand  admission  into  the  Union.    I 
think  that  no  gentleman,  from  any  quarter,  would 
receive  such  a  constitution  into  the  Union.     We 
should  then  search  the  constitution  with  an  eagle's 
eye.     The  intelligence  of  the  South  would  then  be 
able  to  find  enough  to  justify  the  rejection  of  such 
a  constitution. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  inquire 
how  the  slaves  of  the  South  became  slaves.     1  am 
not  at  liberty  to  inquire  what  ruthless  hand  first 
nianacled  the  slave,  and  trampled  on  the  natural 
rights  of  man.     I  may  not  travel  out  of  the  record, 
the  Constitution.     In  that  instrument,  although 
the  terms  manacle  and  slave  are  not  to  be  found, 
this  species  of  property  is  recognised  by  strong 
language,  and  by  definition  too  plain  to  be  mis- 
taken.    With  pleasure  do  I  hear,  from  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  South,  that  this  evil  does  not  lie 
at  their  door;  and  with  equal  pleasure  do  I  find,  in 
the  history  of  my  country,  the  proof  of  this  fact. 
Slavery,  personal   slavery,   was   introduced   into 
this  country  by  that  Government  whose  policy  it 
was  to  rivet  the  fetters  of  political  slavery  on  the 
freemen  of  the  colonies,     it  is  a  vestige  of  British 
policy  which  the  storms  of  the  Revolution  could 
not  do  away,  and  which  had  too  deep  root  in  the 
Government  to  be  eradicated  by  reform.     It  was 
an  evil  of  so  much   magnitude  that  it  became 
necessary  to  provide  for  it  in  the  Constitution; 
but,  being  an  evil,  the  provisioas  of  the  Constitu- 
tion never  meant  to  foster  and  cherish  it  in  the 
Government.     It  was  not  intended  to  grow  with 
its  growth,  and  ."Strengthen  with  its  strength;  to 
grow  faster,  and  become  stronger,  than  this  Gov- 
ernment, which  it  would  do  by  planting  it  in  the 
fertile  regions  beyond  the  Mississippi.     Sir,  it  is 
not  fairer  to  say  that  slavery  has  been  adopted  by 
this  Government,  because  its  existence  is  found  in 
the  Constitution,  than  it  would  be  to  say  that 
crimes  of  the  deepest  dye  are  sanctioned  by  this 
Government,  because  their  existence  is  recognised 
and  admitted   by  the  Constitution.     Sir,  evil  is 
more  frequently  the  object  of  legislation  than  good. 
For  good,  and  for  good  men,  constitutions  and 
governments  are  not  necessary.     They  are  made 
for  evil,  for  vicious,  and  for  bad  men.     The  ex- 
istence of  every  crime  is  admitted  in  a  constitutioo, 
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but  it  would  be  an  inference,  from  this,  entirtlj 
inadmissible,  that  murder  was  sanctioned  by  the 
Constitution,  and  ought  not  to  be  punished  by 
law. 

Sir,  I  understand  the  Constitution  to  recognise 
the  slave  of  the  South  as  the  property  of  his  nias- 
ter.     As  such,  he  is  protected  by  the  Constitution, 
and  his  situation  is  unalterable  by  law  ;  but,  like 
all  other  property,  he  is  liable  to  the  restraints  of 
law.     Sir,  an  honorable  gentleman,  endeavoring, 
as  I  understood  him,  to  reconcile  slavery  with  ab- 
stract principle,  has  said,  that  any  thing  is  right 
and  proper  to  be  done  which  the  safety  of  a  peo- 
ple may  require.     Will  the  honorable  gentleman 
permit  us  to  change  a  little  the  direction  of  that 
argument,  and  to  bring  it  to  bear  more  imme- 
diately on  the  question  ?     Suppose  then,  the  safety 
of  this  great  Republic  to  require  the  restriction  of 
slavery.     If  the  gentleman's  argument  be  a  good 
one,  it  furnishes  at  once,  on  the  ground  of  expe- 
diency, all  that  is  necessary  with  which  to  support 
the  amendment  before  the  committee.    Sir,  from  the 
existence  of  slavery  in  the  Constitution  and  Grov- 
ernment,  we  are  not  chargeable  with  crime  ;  but, 
when  we  adopt  a  new  Constitution,  or  receive  a 
new  Constitution  recognising  slavery — when  we 
mtroduce  an  evil  in  the  Government,  then  we  be- 
come chargeable  with  that  evil.     Then  it  is  we 
create  the  condition  of  slavery,  which  before  that 
time  had  no  sanction  of  a  permanent  law.     Then 
it  is  that  we  are  at  liberty  to  inquire  into  first  prin- 
ciples, and   to  compare  the  situation  of  a  slave 
with  the  natural  rights  of  man. 

Sir,  on  this  question  I  should  be  willing  to  rest 
on  the  wisdom  of  those  who  have  gone  before 
me.  I  should  be  willing  to  say,  that  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  from  the  commencement 
of  the  Government  to  this  period — the  precedents 
furnished,  and  the  system  of  legislation,  from  the 
much  famed  ordinance  of  1787  almost  to  the  present 
day,  are  sufficient  lights  for  me  on  this  occasion. 
I  should  say  that  a  system  of  legislation  continued 
for  thirty  years — a  system  which  existed  before  the 
Constitution,  and  under  theConstitution  producing 
the  happiest  political  results,  is  one  which  1  would 
not  readily  believe  to  be  founded  in  usurpation, 
and  tending  to  the  destruction  of  ihe  Government. 
Such,  sir,  is  the  ordinance  of  1787  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Northwestern  Territory  ;  the  proposi- 
tions offered  by  Congress  to  the  people  of  Ohio,  in 
the  law  authorizing  them  to  form  for  themselves  a 
constitution  and  State  government;  the  provisions 

of  the  constitution  of  that  State  inhibiting  slavery,    citement  and  political  strife.     Such,  sir,  are 
Such  were  the  propositionsofCongress  to  the  people  |  precedents  to  which  1  have  alluded, 
of  Indiana,  in  18IG,  in  the  law  authorizing  them  to  i      But,  sir,  we  are  told  that  this  restriction  cannot 
forma  constitution  and  State  government.     Such    be  carried  into  effect;  that  Missouri  is  required  to 


acts  of  cession  of  North  Carolina  and  Georgia  to 
the  General  Government — to  the  acts  of  Congress 
preparatory  to  the  admission  of  Kentucky  into  the 
Union — to  the  act  relative  to  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans, authorizing  the  people  of  that  Territory  to 
form  for  themselves  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
erment.  Permit  me,  sir,  to  turn  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  to  some  of  the  conditions  and  re- 
strictions of  that  act.  The  proviso  to  the  third 
section  is  in  these  words  : 

"  Provided,  The  constitution  to  be  formed  in  virtue 
of  the  authority  herein  given,  Khali  be  republican, 
and  consistent  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  ;  that  it  bhall  contain  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  civil  and  religious  liberty  ;  that  it  shall  secure 
to  the  citizen  the  trial  by  jury  in  all  criminal  cases, 
and  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  con- 
formably to  the  provisions  of  tbo  Constitution  of  the 
United  Stales  ;  and  that,  after  the  admission  of  the 
Territory  of  Orleans  as  a  State  into  the  Union,  the 
laws  which  such  State  may  pass  shall  be  promulgated, 
and  its  records  of  every  description  shall  be  preserved, 
and  its  judicial  and  iegiklative  written  proceedings 
conducted,  in  the  language  in  which  the  laws  and 
the  judicial  and  legislative  written  proceedings  of  the 
United  States  are  now  published  and  conducted  ;  and 
that  the  river  Missifwippi,  and  the  navigable  rivers 
and  waters  leading  into  the  same,  or  into  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  shall  be  common  highways,  and  forever  free, 
at*  well  to  the  inhabitants  ot  the  said  States  as  to  other 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  without  any  duty,  im- 
post, or  toll  therefor,  imposed  by  the  s.tid  State." 

Of  the  same  character  is  the  act  prohibiting  the 
taking  of  slaves  to  the  Territory  of  Orleans.  All 
this,  sir,  I  cannot  believe  to  have  b<*t'n  the  offspring 
of  inattention  in  those  who  have  legislated  since  the 
commencementof  this  Government.  I  believe,  sir, 
that  precedents  and  constructions  of  a  constitu- 
tion, are  as  binding  on  Legislatures  as  decisions 
are  binding  on  the  courts  of  law.  And  the  reason 
which  requires  a  written  constitution,  requires  that 
this  should  be  so.  Why,  sir,  is  a  written  consti- 
tution necessary  1  It  is  necessary  that  the  lines 
and  boundaries  be  clearly  delineated  and  certainly 
known.  It  is  necessary,  that  the  powers  of  the 
Government  be  defined  and  rendered  certain  ;  and, 
where  doubts,  ambiguities,  and  uncertainties  exist, 
precedents  and  constructions  define  and  make  cer- 
tain. And,  sir,  precedents  have  additional  force 
and  efficacy  when  formed  under  circumstances  cal- 
culated to  impress  a  character  of  intelligence  and 
stability  upon  them — when  formed  in  the  calm  of 
tranquillity   and   reason,  remote   from    party   ex- 

ihe 


was  the  positive  and  absolute  condition  requiring 
that  the  constitution   of  Indiana,  when  formed. 


enact  it,  and  that  which  she  may  enact  she  may 
amend  or  rep<'al  at  pleasure.      Sir,  there  is  some- 


should  be  republican,  and  not  repuffnant  to  the  arti-  '  thing  in  this  doctrine  which  I  do  not  understand, 
clesof  the  ordinance  of  1787,  one  of  which  prohibi-  |  There  are  some  things  in  a  constituticjn  which  you 
ted  slavery  ;  and  such  were  the  provisions  of  the  !  cannot  change  by  amendment.     A  repeal  of  some 


constitution  of  that  State  inhibitingslavery.  Such, 
also,  were  the  propositions  otftTed  to  Illinois  on  a 
imilar  occasion.  Sir,  for  further  notice  of  some  of 
the  principles  of  this  ordinance,  and  for  additional 
links  in  this  chain  of  legislation,  1  refer  you  to  the 


I)rovisions  is  not  amendment,  but  destruction  of  a 
constitution.  Look,  sir,  at  the  fifth  article  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  There  certain 
clauses  are  declared  not  to  be  amendable  till  after 
the  year  1808,  and  another  provision  declared  un- 
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alterable.  It  is  this:  "No  Slate  shall,  without 
its  consent,  be  deprived  of  its  equal  suffrage  in  the 
Senate."  Would  you  call  that  amendment  which 
would  destroy  the  republican  features  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, and  introduce  a  king  and  nobility?.  Or 
would  you  call  that  amendment  which  would  de- 
stroy the  first  principles  of  a  State  constitution — 
the  compacts  and  agreements  with  this  Govern- 
ment, on  which  its  existence  depended?  Or  sup- 
pose, sir,  a  new  State  should  destroy  her  constitu- 
tion altogether — should  repeal  it — break  ofl'  all 
connexion  with  the  Union,  and  set  up  for  herself, 
would  she  still  be  entitled  to  her  share  of  the  ben- 
efits of  the  original  compact,  while  she  would 
deprive  the  General  Government  of  all  the  advan- 
tages which  she  might  derive  from  a  political 
union  with  such  State?  This  Government  ought 
to  be  cautious  how  it  propagates  such  doctrine. 
Where,  then,  would  be  the  stipulations  in  your 
favor  on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands — the  com- 
pacts of  the  new  States  not  to  tax  them,  and  not 
to  interfere  with  the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil  ? 

But,  sir,  the  sovereignty  of  the  old  States,  and 
the  equal  footing  of  the  new,  are  terms  much  used 
by  gentlemen  in  this  debate.  Sovereignty,  in  its 
application  to  a  State  government,  whether  old  or 
new,  is  a  qualified  term.  Absolute  sovereignty  is 
not  an  attribute  of  the  General  Government,  or 
that  of  the  States.  The  great  fabric  of  our  con- 
stitutions consists  of  an  union  and  a  division  of 
power  and  sovereignty.  Some  of  the  fractional 
parts  of  these  adhere  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  while  others  adhere  to  the  consti- 
tutions of  the  States.  The  old  States  were  shorn 
of  their  locks  of  sovereignty  by  this  Constitution. 
Where,  sir,  is  the  power  of  declaring  war  and  mak- 
ing peace  ;  of  raising  and  supporting  armies?  The 
old  States  once  possessed  absolute  sovereignty,  but 
that  attribute  is  no  longer  ascribable  to  them.  It 
13  true,  however,  they  are  sovereign  for  all  the  pur- 
poses of  municipal  legislation  and  domestic  con- 
cern. The  new  States,  sir,  are  not  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States.  This  phraseology 
is  qualified  in  relation  to  them.  Would  to  Grod 
they  were.  They  would  then  have  resources  and 
wealth,  almost  inexhaustible,  in  the  public  lands. 
This  doctrine,  sir,  would  be  extremely  pleasant  to 
the  new  States.  How  much  they  would  or  would 
not  yield  for  its  application  to  them  I  cannot  say  ; 
but  it  IS  reasonable  to  suppose  they  would  yield 
every  thing  but  principle  for  the  soil  of  their 
country. 

Sir,  while  the  forests  of  the  old  States  are  their 
own,  to  dispose  of  at  pleasure,  those  of  the  new 
States  belong  to  this  Government.  The  General 
Government  can  dispose  of  them  or  retain  them  as 
they  please;  can  discourage  emigration  to  the  new 
States,  prevent  their  population,  and  deprive  them 
of  taxing  the  lands  within  their  jurisdiction.  The 
new  States  are  creatures  of  this  Constitution, 
which  is  itself  the  creature  of  the  original  States. 
They  share  equally,  it  is  true,  in  the  high  preroga- 
tires  of  legislation.  They  are  equally  represented 
with  the  old  States  in  both  branches  of^  the  Na- 
tional Legislature,  and  they  have  equal  control  of 
the  sword  and  the  purse  ot  the  nation ;  but  they 


are  deprived  of  the  principal  sources  of  revenue, 
and  their  history,  since  the  formation  of  this  Con- 
stitution, has  been  one  of  conditions,  propositions, 
and  restrictions.  To  some  of  these,  however,  the 
constitutionality  of  which,  until  the  present  dis- 
cussion, I  have  never  heard  doubted,  we,  north- 
west of  the  Ohio  river,  are  indebted  for  our  happiest 
institutions — our  freedom  from  slavery.  We  are 
content  with  our  situation.  We  are  rich  in  the 
salubrity  of  our  climate,  the  fertility  of  our  soil, 
and  the  navigation  of  our  rivers.  Industry  and 
agriculture  smile  upon  our  deserts,  and  commerce 
is  invited  to  the  West.  These  things,  sir,  induce 
me  to  believe  that  it  is  expedient  also  to  prohibit 
the  further  introduction  of  slavery  in  Missouri. 
On  which,  sir,  permit  me  to  say  a  lew  words,  and 
I  have  done. 

Sir,  it  has  been  said  that  this  proposition  is  one 
of  a  most  unfortunate  character;  that  we  have  just 
terminated  a  war  with  one  of  the  most  powerful 
nations  of  the  earth;  a  war  in  which  the  triumphs 
of  our  fleets  and  armies  have  given  additional  lus- 
tre to  the  Revolutionary  trophies  of  the  country ; 
that  party  strifes  and  animosities  were  reclining 
on  the  lap  of  prosperity  and  peace ;  and  that  this 
is  a  most  unpropitious  time  to  agitate  this  ques- 
tion. 

Sir,  these  considerations,  to  my  mind,  make  this 
a  most  fortunate  time  for  this  discussion.  I  re- 
joice that  this  discussion  has  found  tranquillity 
and  calm  on  the  political  ocean  ;  that  it  has  found 
the  nation  reposing  in  harmony,  at  the  close  of  a 
war,  and  the  Administration  riveted  in  the  aflec- 
tions  of  the  American  people.  These  con.sidera- 
tions  relieve  my  mind  from  all  apprehensions  of 
disunion — a  sound  so  often  reiterated  in  this  hall. 
Sir,  I  regret  to  hear  gentlemen  talk  about  civil 
wars ;  about  the  powers  and  pretensions  of  the  va- 
rious parties  to  this  contest ;  of  the  prowess  of  the 
North,  and  the  determined  resistance  of  the  South. 
We  are  told  that  there  is  but  one  opinion  in  Mis- 
souri and  all  the  South  on  this  subject.  Sir,  per- 
mit me  to  say  that  this  is  somewhat  different  from 
my  information  about  Missouri  and  the  people  of 
the  South.  There  are  large  numbers  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  South  who  do  not,  who  cannot,  and 
who  will  not,  hold  slaves.  These  have  the  feel- 
ings of  the  North  on  the  subject  of  slavery  and 
restriction.  Many  of  these  nave  come  to  the 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  on  that  ac- 
count ;  and  many  who  do  hold  slaves  would  come, 
if  they  could  dispose  of  them. 

Sir,  I  have  said  that  this  restriction  is  expe- 
dient. The  peopling  of  Missouri  from  the  slave- 
holding  States,  while  it  would  make  no  perceiv- 
able and  very  little  real  difference  in  the  numbers 
of  their  slaves,  it  would  fix  the  complexion  and 
the  aspect  of  Missouri,  perhaps,  forever.  The 
statements  and  opinions  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  on  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject, 1  think  entitled  to  much  weight ;  but,  going 
on  the  principle  that  evil  generally  gains  upon 
good,  I  think  it  expedient  to  restrict.  Slavery, 
sir,  is  an  evil,  which  carries  in  its  train  many 
auxiliaries.  It  is  an  epidemic  in  the  body  politic. 
Slavery  is  admitted  to  be  morally  wrong ;  it  can- 
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not,  then,  be  politically  risrht.  It  makes  industry 
disgraceful,  familiarizes  with  injustice,  which  is 
easily  transferred  from  a  black  man  to  a  white 
man.  This  is  its  natural  tendency,  and  it  will 
have  this  effect  in  Missouri.  Every  State  must  be 
supported  by  industry,  and  that  is  a  bad  policy 
which  sinks  indastrv  into  disgrace. 

But  gentlemen  tell  us  that  slaves  in  the  South- 
ern States  have  become  too  numerous ;  that  they 
are  burdensome  to  their  owners,  and  dangerous  to 
society.  And  what  has  produced  this  result  ?  Is 
it  that  the  increase  of  the  slave  population  in  the 
South  has  so  much  gained  on  the  free  population  ? 
Yes,  sir,  this  is  the  fact.  The  statistical  annals  of 
the  country  prove  it  to  be  so.  Take,  then,  this 
fact,  and  no  matter  how  extensive  the  region  over 
which  you  scatter  your  slaves,  the  day  will  come 
when  all  that  region  wilJrbe  in  the  same  situation 
in  which  the  Southern  States  now  are.  They 
will  be  burdensome  to  their  masters,  and  danger- 
ous to  society.  What  political  safety  or  good, 
then,  would  result,  either  to  the  slaves  or  their 
owners,  by  such  distribution  ?  You  would,  in- 
deed, put  off  thfr  evil  day,  but  you  would  pay  a 
heavy  interest  in  the  extension  oi  the  evil.  Hu- 
manity towards  the  slaves  would  not  be  promoted 
by  their  dispersion,  and  the  great  work  of  emanci- 
pation and  colonization,  which  has  to  commence 
some  day,  will  be  easier  to  commence  now  than 
half  a  century  to  come.  But,  we  are  told,  that  the 
citizen  of  the  South  will  go  to  Missouri,  and  that 
it  would  be  cruel  to  prevent  him  from  taking  his 
domestics,  his  menial  servants,  who  are  attached 
to  his  family  and  children,  along  with  him.  But 
these  domestics  are  also  fathers,  mothers,  and 
children.  They  belong  to  different  though  conti- 
guous estates.  They  have  all  the  natural  ties  and 
affections  ;  but  they  are  torn  asunder  forever.  A 
father  is  taken  to  Missouri ;  a  mother  and  infants 
are  left  on  the  Potomac.  Where,  then,  is  the  hu- 
manity of  this  measure?  But  I  have  already  oc- 
cupied too  much  of  the  time  of  the  Committee.  I 
will  no  longer  prosecute  the  subject. 

Mr.  CuTHBERT,  of  Georgia,  followed,  and  occu- 
pied the  floor  also  about  an  hour  against  the  re- 
striction, when  the  Committee  rose,  on  motion  of 
Mr,  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Weonesday,  February  16. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  New  Jersey, 
Charles  Kinsey,  appeared,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a 
list  rendered  to  him  by  the  Register  of  the  Trea- 
sury, of  balances  standing  on  what  are  called  the 
Books  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  in  the  Trea- 
sury, of  balances  which  have  remained  unsettled, 
or  appear  to  have  been  due,  three  years  prior  to 
the  30th  of  September,  1819;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 


United  States,  from  the  4th  of  March,  1789,  to  the 
30th  of  June,  1819,  with  several  explanatory  state- 
ments, dec,  rendered  in  obedience  to  the  resolution 
of  this  House  of  the  t)ih  ultimo  ;  which  was  also 
ordered  to  lie  on  table. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  "An 
act  to  provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the 
naval  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war ;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is 
committed  the  bill  to  authorize  certain  insane  per- 
sons to  be  placed  on  the  pension  list,  and  the  guar- 
dians to  receive  pensions. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported a  bill  to  amend  an  act  making  reservation 
of  certain  public  lands  for  naval  purposes,  passed 
1st  of  March,  1817;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  Cobb,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Buildings,  made  a  detailed  report  on  the  subject  of 
the  expenditures  on  the  said  buildings,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  making  further  appropriations  for  con- 
tinuing the  work  upon  the  centre  building  of  the 
Capitol  and  other  public  buildings;  which  bill 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gross,  of  New  York,  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the  places 
of  holding  the  district  court  for  the  northern  dis- 
trict of  the  State  of  New  York,  that  one  term 
thereof  may  be  holden  at  the  village  of  Sandy  Hill, 
in  the  county  of  Washington. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills,  which  originated 
in  this  House,  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit:  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  McDonald,  adminis- 
trator of  James  McDonald,  deceased,  late  captain 
in  the  Army  of  the  United  States  ;*'  and  "  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Ether  Shenley,  administrator  of 
Thomas  Buckminstcr,  late  lieutenant  in  the  33d 
regiment  of  United  States'  infantry,"  with  an 
amendment  to  each  ;  in  which  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  proposed 
amendment  to  this  bill. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows  : 

Mr.  Chairman  :  Without  occupying  your  atten- 
tion by  any  unnecessary  apologies,  I  shall  at  once 
proceed  to  the  examination  of  the  principles  in- 
volved in  the  question  which  now  occupies  the 
attention  of  this  Committee,  and  which,  it  is  said, 
moves  the  great  ocean  of  popular  feeling  even  to 
the  bed  on  which  for  some  time  it  has,  with  so 
much  tranquillity,  reposed.  In  proportion  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  effect  is  the  solicitude  of  the  hu- 
man mind  to  trace  to  its  source  the  cause  by  which 
it  has  been  produced.  What  then,  sir,  has  pro- 
duced this  degree  of  excitement  which  gentlemen 
assure  us  exists  in  the  nation  ?     Is  it  the  mere 
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question  whether  the  lands  of  Missouri  shall  be 
cultivated  by  freemen  or  by  slaves  ?  No,  sir — no, 
sir — no.  It  is  a  question  about  power;  power — 
that  idol  which  has  a  charm,  an  irresistible  fasci- 
nation, for  the  human  heart.  It  is  a  question  cal- 
culated to  test  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment ;  to  determine  how  much  sovereignty  or 
power  is  left  to  the  States  and  to  the  people. 

Gentlemen  tell  us  that  there  is  great  excitement 
in  the  country,  and  desire  us  to  be  quiet  and  pa- 
tient, lest  we  should  add  to  the  excitement.  And 
pray,  sir,  by  whom  has  this  excitement  been  pro- 
duced ?  From  what  quarter  did  the  proposition 
come  1  Where  have  town  and  county  meetings 
been  gotten  up,  to  manufacture  resolutions  of 
thanks  to  individual  members  of  Congress,  to  stim- 
ulate them  to  go  on  with  this  choice  work  of  ex- 
citement ?  Not  in  the  slaveholding  States — not 
in  Virginia;  but  in  the  States  north  and  east  of 
the  Potomac — in  New  York  and  in  New  Eng- 
land. Do  gentlemen  believe  that  they  will  be  per- 
mitted to  produce  a  stale  of  general  excitement 
and  agitation  in  the  country,  and  then  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  state  of  public  feeling,  in  order 
to  silence  opposition  ?  Gentlemen  will  excuse  us 
if  we  cannot  imitate  the  meekness  of  the  lamb, 
which  crops  the  Howery  food,  and  licks  the  hand 
jusl  raised  to  shed  his  blood. 

Before  I  proceed  to  discuss  the  Constitutional 
principles  involved  in  this  question,  I  beg  leave  to 
pay  my  respects  to  the  few  gentlemen  whom  I 
nave  had  the  opportunity  to  hear  on  this  subject. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  .Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Clshman.)  whom  I  mean  to  treat  with  be- 
coming respect,  commenced  by  telling  us  that  no 
gentleman  who  understood  his  grammar,  who  had 
become  a  slut<'smau,  could  possibly  doubt  the  power 
of  Congress  to  impose  the  proposed  restrictions  on 
the  people  of  Missouri.  Have  we  not,  said  he  tri- 
umphantly, by  the  Constitution,  the  power  ex- 
pressly given  "to  provide  for  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare  of  the  United  States?"  Be- 
fore 1  proceed,  permit  me  to  say  that  no  man  who 
ever  entitled  himself  to  the  character  of  a  states- 
man, ever  did  attempt  to  derive  from  that  part  of 
the  clause,  from  those  words  in  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  any  powers  to  Congress.  Alex- 
ander Hamilton,  the  father  of  implied  and  result- 
ing powers;  the  champion  of  federal  rights;  he 
who  submitted  in  the  Federal  Convention  "  his 
ideas  of  a  suitable  plan  of  government  for  the 
United  States;"  which  plan  was  nearly  a  tran- 
script from  the  British  Government,  changing  the 
title  of  King  into  Governor,  the  House  of  Lords 
into  a  Senate,  and  limiting  the  tenure  of  office  to 
the  life  of  the  individual,  instead  of  making  it  he- 
reditary, together  with  some  other  slight  changes, 
to  render  it  a  little  more  palatable ;  never  attempted 
to  derive  to  Congress  any  authority  from  these 
words,  from  this  part  of  the  clause. 

I  understand  the  worthy  gentleman  is  not  only 
a  followers  but  a  teacher,  of  the  mild  precepts  of 
the  meek  and  lowly  Jesus — peace  on  earth,  and 
good  will  to  all  mankind.  Yet  the  gentleman 
talked  of  blood  and  slaughter  with  great  sartu 
froicl.     He  spoke  of  a  State  (without  naming  it) 


which  was  disposed  to  command,  to  dictate  tc^ 
Congress.  That  State,  he  said,  must  have  its 
crest  lowered.  When  the  gentleman  was  manu- 
facturing the  speech  which  he  was  so  kind  as  to 
read  to  us  the  day  before  yesterday,  he  must  have 
drawn  the  picture  which  he  gave  us  of  a  State  ia 
opposition  to  the  General  Government,  not  fronr 
fancy,  but  from  memory — not  from  ideal,  but  real 
life.  He  must  have  been  haunted  by  the  image  of 
the  late  Governor  Strong,  of  Massachusetts ;  by 
the  miserable  faction  which  met  in  conclave  at 
Hartford ;  that  celebrated  convention  which  deemed 
it  prudent  to  e.tclude  the  light  of  Heaven  from  its 
deliberations.  If  we  are  to  credit  the  newspaper 
publications,  (some  pieces  recently  published  un- 
der the  signature  of  Massachusetts,)  the  objefcts  of 
this  convention  were  not  very  disinterested,  hon- 
orable, or  patriotic.  I  will  not  repeat  from  news- 
papers, for  I  mean  to  say  nothing  in  this  debate 
tor  which  I  do  not  hold  myself  personally  respon- 
sible. But,  sir,  what  was  tne  situation  of  the  coun- 
try when  this  convention  of  memorable  existence 
met  ?  Was  it,  as  the  member  from  Massachusetts 
described,  all  peace  without,  and  sunshine?  Was 
there  no  other  evidence  of  a  storm  than  that  which 
is  given  in  a  close  room,  by  the  whispering  of  the 
wind  through  some  cranny  or  key  hole — merely 
the  ..-Eolian  harp  ?  Or  did  the  enemy  really  hang 
on  your  maritime  frontier,  like  the  sable  cloud  of 
night,  threatening  to  sweep  with  the  besom  of  de- 
struction your  whole  coast  ?  Yes,  sir,  this  was 
the  situation  of  the  country  when  the  convention 
of  famed  memory  met  in  conclave  at  Hartford ; 
when  the  ministers  of  the  Gospel  in  New  Eng- 
land were  denouncing  from  their  pulpits  the  Fed- 
eral Administration,  and  teaching  their  flocks  that 
it  was  contrary  to  religion  and  humanity  to  rejoice 
at  the  victories  obtained  by  the  arms  of  the  United 
States  over  the  enemies  of  the  country.  If,  how- 
ever, the  gentleman  be  right  in  his  principles  of 
construction,  taking  the  clause  which  gives  gen-' 
eral  legislation  to  Congre.s.s — making,  as  he  does, 
the  sovereignly  reside  in  the  Government — to  use 
the  words  of  a  very  great  man,  who  now  sleeps  in 
the  dust,  this  sweeping  clause,  this  Constitution, 
has  a  strong  squinting;  it  squints  not  only  at  mon- 
archy, but  at  despotism — despotism  as  absolute  as 
ever  wielded  the  sceptre  over  a  set  of  crouching 
slaves.  Sir,  I  had  always  believed  that  the  sov- 
ereign power  in  this  country  resided  in  the  people. 
The  very  idea  of  responsibility  on  the  part  of  the 
representative,  proves  that  the  sovereign  power  is 
in  the  people.  The  gentleman  desires  to  explain, 
to  which  I  certainly  can  have  no  possible  objec- 
tion. [Mr.  CusHMAN  said  he  had  admitted  the 
sovereign  power  to  be  in  the  people.]  And  pray, 
sir,  what  does  the  gentleman's  explanation  prove? 
That,  although  the  people  have  retained  in  their 
own  hands  the  sovereign  power,  and  attempted  to 
establish  a  Government  of  very  limited,  specified, 
and  delegated  powers,  yet,  by  the  use  of  the  terms 
common  defence  and  general  welfare — terms  used 
to  point  out  the  objects  for  which  the  specified  and 
enumerated  powers  had  been  delegated— their 
whole  object  had  been  defeated ;  that,  by  the  use 
of  these  terms,  they  had  created  a  Government  of 
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the  most  indefinite  and  unlimited  powers.  I  shall, 
in  a  subsequent  part  of  the  debate,  take  some  fur- 
ther notice  of  these  rules  of  construction. 

I  will  now  pass  on  to  a  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Taylor.)     I  shall  not  notice  all  his 
remarks,  nor  pursue  them  precisely  in  the  order  in 
which  they  were  made.     He  said  that  he  had  no 
spirit  of  hostility  to  the  people  of  the  South — to  the 
people  of  the  slaveholding  Stales.     He  said  that 
we  had  at  length  fallen  upon  evil  days.     If  the 
policy  advocated  by  the  gentleman  be  persisted  in, 
the  day  may  indeed  become  evil.     It  may  lead  to 
conflicts  of  the  most  direful  character ;   it  may 
blight  the  hopes  of  the  most  devoted  friends  of 
liberty  and  self-government,  and  clothe  this  nation 
in  mourning.     "  This  new  doctrine — invasion  of 
State  rights."     Does  the  gentleman  really  believe 
the  doctrine  to  be  new,  that  every  act  of  the  Gene- 
ral Government,  not  authorized  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  is  an  mvasion  of  the 
rights  of  the  States  ?    Or  does  he  mean  to  convey 
the  idea  that  this  effort  to  preserve  the  States  from 
encroachments  on  the  part  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment is  unprecedented  ?     We  have  had  five  Presi- 
dents— one  only  of  that  number  taken  from  the 
country  north  of  the  Potomac.    That  one,  although 
from  New  England — that  land  peculiarly  blessed 
by  liberty  and  wjuality — deemed  it  necessary  to 
surround  his  administration  by  the  guards  furnish- 
ed bv  a  sedition  and  an  alien  act :  the  one  calcu- 
lated to  stifle  inquiry  ;  the  other  to  enable  him  to 
banish  as  aliens  all  who  might  be  hostile  or  inimi- 
cal to  the  course  of  policy  pursued  by  him  in  the 
administration  of  the  Government.     Were   not 
these  acts  of  usurpation  opposed  by  all  the  States 
south  and  west  of  the  Potomac  ?    Did  they  not 
kindle  an  unextinguishable  flame  of  opposition  in 
all  the  slaveholding  States  ?     Were  they  not  suc- 
cessfully opposed   by  the  intelligence   and   good 
sense  of  the  people,  on  the  following  grounds :  that 
the  sedition  act  was  a  violation  of  an  express  pro- 
vision of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States ; 
the  alien  act  a  violation  of  the  spirit  and  meaning 
of  the  instrument,  by  uniting  in  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate powers  which  the  Constitution  had  confided 
to  separate  departments  of  the  Government  ?     Has 
the  gentleman  forgotten  the  opposition  made  to 
the  act  incorporating  the  old  Bank  of  the  United 
States ;  particularly  to  the  act  which  contemplated 
a  renewal  of  the  charter ;  the  excitement  produced 
by  that  question  ;  the  great  division  of  public  sen- 
timent which  existed  on  the  subject ;  the  division 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  on  the  question  ; 
the  rejection  of  the  unconstitutional  meai^ure,  to 
the  immortal  honor  of  a  former  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,  (the  late  George  Clinton.)  by 
giving  the  casting  vote ;  the  general  and  successful 
opposition  to  the  stamp  act?   The  gentleman  can- 
not be  serious  when  he  speaks  of  this  doctrine  about 
State  rights  as  a  new  doctrine.     This  change,  as 
he  IS  pleased  to  term  it,  in  public  sentiment,  he 
endeavored  to  account  for,  and  in  a  manner  the 
most  courteous.    He  even  attempted  to  excuse  our 
foibles,  by  stating  that  our  opinions  are  frequently 
influenced  without  our  being  sensible  of  it— sup- 
posed the  change  to  result  from  the  enhanced  value 


of  slaves.  As  far  as  I  know,  (and  I  do  not  profes* 
to  have  much  information  on  the  subject,)  there 
are  but  two  legitimate  modes  of  reasoning— one 
from  fact,  the  other  from  analogy.  As  the  gentle- 
man does  not  presume  to  rely  on  facts,  he  must 
have  arrived  at  his  conclusion  by  reasoning  from 
analogy. 

Another  gentleman  from  New  York  ( Mr.  Wood) 
contended  that  the  President  and  Senate  had  no 
right  to  negotiate  the  treaty  by  which  Louisiana 
was  ceded  to  the  United  States;  no  right  to  stipu- 
late for  the  admission  of  a  people  residing  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  United  States  into  the  Union  on 
a  footing  of  equality  with  the  original  States.  1 
understand  that  this  treaty  was  submitted  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  Slates;  that  it  received 
the  sanction  of  the  Houso  of  Representatives,  as 
well  as  the  President  and  Senate;  that  the  Con- 
stitutional powers  of  the  Government  to  negotiate 
such  a  treaty  were  then  brought  into  discussion, 
and  the  right  denied  by  Messrs.  Griswold,  Picker- 
ing, and  Dana,  who  warmly  opposed  the  treaty. 
But,  sir,  it  is  enough  to  say  to  the  gentleman,  that 
he  has  made  the  discovery  loo  lale;  that  his  protest 
for  defect  of  title  should  have  been  earlier  made. 
What  is  the  situation  of  the  people  of  Missouri  ? 
What  has  been  the  conduct  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  ?  This  country  has  been  held 
for  nearly  seventeen  years.  The  people  of  the 
United  States  have  l>een  induced  to  migrate  there 
in  great  numbers.  The  supreme  law  of  the  land 
guarantied  to  them  protection  in  the  full  and  free 
enjoyment  of  their  property.  Land  offices  were 
established  there,  the  public  lands  have  been  .sold 
to  ihem,  and  on  terms  very  advantageous  to  the 
Government  and  people  of  the  United  States. 
Shall  the  Government,  after  deriving  all  the  ad- 
vantages which  could  result  from  this  course  of 
policy,  say  to  the  people  tiiat  we  purchased  a  de- 
fective title  to  this  country  ;  that  we  will  take 
advantage  of  the  defect  in  our  own  title,  in  order 
to  impose  hard  and  onerous  conditions  on  you,  as 
the  nrice  of  your  admission  into  the  Union?  Sir, 
shall  the  Government  be  permitted  to  do,  with 
impunity,  that  which  would  crimson  with  blushes 
the  cheeks  of  an  individual  ? 

The  gentleman  has  made  another  discovery, 
which  will  certainly  give  him  great  illustration  in 
the  country ;  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  guarantie^  to  every  State  in  the  Union  a 
republican  form  of  government,  and  that  slavery 
is  incompatible  with  a  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment. Again,  the  gentleman  is  rather  unfortunate 
in  point  of  time ;  he  has  made  his  discovery  too 
late;  experience  and  fact  are  both  against  him. 
It  is  something  like  a  discovery,  at  this  day,  that 
Homer  and  Virgil  were  destitute  of  taste  and  tal- 
ents for  poetry.  The  question  has  long  since  been 
settled  by  the  unerring  standard  of  taste— the  con- 
curring testimony  of  ages.  The  same  gentleman 
stated  that  the  United  States  tendered  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Missouri  a  constitution  with  this  restriction. 
Have  they  the  right  to  impose  it  ?  This,  sir,  is  a 
clear  illustration  of  the  principles  of  lho«»e  who 

contend  for  the  doctrine  of  restrictions of  those 

who  talk  about  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
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and  the  right  of  the  people  to  self-government. 
Congress  tender  to  the  people  of  Missouri  a  con- 
stitution !  This  is  a  naked  presentation  of  the  doc- 
trine. For,  in  eflect,  the  same  result  is  produced, 
whether  the  instrument  be  tendered  ready  written, 
or  the  fundamental  principles  dictated,  which  it 
is  to  contain. 

I  will  proceed  to  examine  whether  Congress 
possess  the  Constitutional  power  to  impose  on  the 
people  of  Missouri,  as  the  condition  of  their  admis- 
sion into  the  Union,  the  perpetual  prohibition  of 
slavery,  or  involuntary  servitude.     In   order  the 
more  clearly  to  understand  the  Constitutional  pow- 
ers of  Congress,  in  relation  to  this  question,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  establish  some  principles  or  rules 
of  construction,  to  guide  us  in  our  future  investi- 
gation.    The  sovereign  authority,  in  this  country, 
resides  in  the  people.     The  Government  of  the 
United  States  is  a  Government  of  limited  and  de- 
fined powers.     The  attributes  of  sovereignty  dele- 
gated to  Congress  are  of  high  and  most  important 
character;  they  are.  however,  clearly  defined,  and 
carefully  enumerated.     By  the  8lh  section  of  the 
1st  article,  most,  if  not  all  the  powers  delegated  to 
Congress,  are  carefully  enumerated.     In  the  first 
clause  of  that  section,  the  objects  which  induced 
the  people  of  the  United  States  to  intrust  Congress 
with  the  exercise  of  such  important  and  truly  in- 
teresting powers  are   pointed  out,  to  wit:    "the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  Uni- 
ted  States."     These  are  the  objects  which  those 
extensive  delegations  of  power  were  intended  to 
eflfectuale.     They  are  pointed  out  as   the  grand 
objects  which  Congress  should  ever  keep  sU>adily 
in  view.     They  were  designed  as  beacons  to  guide 
the  Representatives  of  the  people  in  the  exercise 
of  the  high  powers  intrusted  to  their  integrity  and 
honor,  and  never  designed  to  furnish  to  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  this  defined  and  limited  Government 
all  power  which  they  might  desire,  or  be  disposed 
to  exercise.     Congress  can  rightfully  exercise  no 
power,  unless  it  be  expressly  given  by  the  Con.sti- 
tution,  or  unless  it  be  both  necessary  and  proper  to 
carry  into  effect  some  powerexpressly  given.  By  the 
4th  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
section  3d,  it  is  provided  that  "  new  States  may  be 
admitted  by  the  Congress  into  the  Union."     It  is 
contended  that  the  power  under  this  clause  to  ad- 
mit new  Slates,  is  in  its  nature  general ;  that  Con- 
gress has  discretionary  authority  as  to  the  admis- 
sion of  new  States  into  the  Union,  and  may  impose 
whatever  conditions  it  please.s,  as  terms  of  that 
consent.     I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  referring  to 
some  pamphlets  and  speeches,  which   have  been 
laid  on  our  tables  with  the  view  to  guide  us  in  the 
discharge  of  the  important  duties  of  legislation. 
I  hope  the  radiance  of  intellect  which  beams  on 
the  pages  of  these  pamphlets  and  speeches,  although 
it  has  afforded  me  very  little  aid  in  the  investiga- 
tion of  this  important  subject,  will  light  the  au- 
thors to  happiness.     The  Boston  Memorial,  the 
very  title  of  which  is  calculated  to  mislead  and 
deceive  :  it  is  alleged  to  be  "  on  the  subject  of  re- 
straining the  increase  of  slavery  in  the  new  States." 
In  the  filth  page  of  this  memorial,  it  is  stated  that 
"the  Territories,  as  such,  can  have  no  rights  but 


what  are  conferred  by  Congress."     I  know  the 
gentleman  first  named  on  the  committee  which 
prepared  this  memorial ;   I  served  with  him  in 
Congress  during  the  most  gloomy  period  of  the 
late  war.     He  is  certainly  a  man  of  talents.     Can 
it  for  a  moment  be  pretended  by  any  man,  that  the 
people  of  the  United  Slates,  wherever  they  may 
reside,  have  no  rights  except  such  as  are  conferred 
by  Congress.     The  servants  of  the  people — the 
mere  creatures  of  the  public  will — to  be  the  source 
from  which  the  people  derive  their  rights  !     Their 
rights  to  life,  liberty,  and  the  means  of  pursuing 
their  happiness.     The  doctrine  is  loo  absurd  to 
require  serious  refutation.     In  the  same  memorial, 
page  6  and  7,  it  is  further  alleged — '•  and  if  con- 
'  dilions  may  be  annexed,  it  depends  solely  upon 
'  the  wisdom  of  Congress  what  such  conditions 
'  shall  be.     They  may  embrace  every  thing  not 
'  incompatible  with  the  possession  of  those  fede- 
'  ral  rights  which  an  admission  into  the  Union 
[  confers  upon  the  new  Slates."    The  memorialists, 
in  order  to  present  a  naked  view  of  the  doctrines 
for  which   they  contend,  in  the  15th  page,  go  on 
to  show  what  they  understand  by  rights  derived 
exclusively  from  the  State  government.     "The 
•  inhabitants  shall  be  admitted  as  soon  as  possible, 
'  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Con- 
'  slitution,   to  the  enjoyment  of  all   the  rights, 
'  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citizens  of  the 
'  United   States."     The  rights,  advantages,  and 
immunities,  here  spoken  of,  must,  from  the  very 
force  of  the  terms  of  the  clause,  be  such  as  are 
recognised  or  communicated  by  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  Slates.     The  clause  cannot  be  refer- 
red to  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  derived 
exclusively  from  the  Slate  governments,  for  these 
do  not  depend  upon  the  Federal  Constitution.     Be- 
sides, it  would  be  impossible  that  all  the  rights, 
advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citizens  of  the  dif- 
ferent States,  could  be  at  the  same  time  enjoyed 
by  the  same  persons.     These  rights  are  diflerenl 
in  different  States ;  a  right  exists  in  one  State 
which  is  denied  m  others,  oris  repugnant  to  other 
rights  enjoyed  in  others.     In  some  States,  a  free- 
holder alone  is  qualified  to  vote  in  elections;  in 
some  a  qualification  in  personal  property  is  suffi- 
cient ;  and  in  others,  age  and  freedom  are  the  sole 
qualifications  of  electors.     The  bare  presentation 
of  this  reasoning  is  sufficient  to  prove  how  diffi- 
cult it  is  to  support  error,  even  when  the  most  in- 
genious volunteer  their  services  as  its  advocates. 
It  is  first  contended  that  the  Territories,  as  such, 
(surely  meaning  the  people  who  inhabit  the  Ter- 
ritories, and  not  the  lands  which  compose  the  Ter- 
ritories,) can  have  no  rights  but  what  are  confer- 
red by  Congress.     Secondly,  that  conditions  may 
be  annexed  to  the  admission  of  a  State  into  the 
Union,  which  may  embrace  every  thing  not  in- 
compatible with  the  possession  of  those  federal 
rights  which  an  admission  into  the  Union  confers 
upon  the  new  State.     Thirdly,  it  is  emphatically 
contended,  that  the  right  of  suffrage  is  derived  ex- 
clusively from  the  State  governments.     The  Ter- 
ritories, as  such,  can  have  no  rights  but  what  are 
conferred  by  Congress.     They  may  be  denied  all 
rights  which  are  not  federal.    If  the  reasoning 
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were  true,  the  most  important  right  which  can  be 
enjoyed  by  a  freeman,  in  civil  societies,  to  wit, 
right  of  suffrage,  could  never  be  enjoyed  by  the 
citizens  of  a  Territory.  How  would  they  elect 
their  Representatives  to  Congress  ?  Such  rea- 
soning is  too  absurd  to  merit  further  notice. 

I  will  not  occupy  the  time  of  the  Committee  by 
reading  from  the  treaty  of  April,  1803,  by  which 
the  French  Republic  ceded  to  the  United  States 
Louisiana;  that  clause  which  secured  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  ceded  territory  the  free  enjoyment  of 
their  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion  which 
they  professed,  and  provided  for  their  speedy  ad- 
mission into  the  Union,  according  to  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Federal  Constitution,  because  the  clause 
has  so  often  been  read  that  it  must  be  distinctly 
remembered  by  every  member  of  the  Committee. 
By  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  article  6, 
"  all  treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under 
the  authority  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land."  I  beg  leave  to  refer 
the  Committee  to  the  printed  speech  of  Mr.  King: 
he  remarks,  page  7,   '•  it  is  further  objected  that 

*  the  article  of  the  act  of  admission  into  the  Union, 
'  by  which  slavery  should  be  excluded  from  Mis- 

*  souri,  would  be  nugatory,  as  the  new  State,  in 
'  virtue  of  its  sovereignty,  would  be  at  liberty  to 
'  revoke  its  consent,  and  annul  the  article  by  which 
'  slavery  should  be  excluded.  Such  revocation 
'  would  be  contrary  to  the  obligations  of  good 
'  faith,  which  enjoin  the  observance  of  our  en- 
'  gagements — it  would  be  repugnant  to  the  princi- 
'  pies  upon  which  Government  itself  is  founded. 
'  Sovereignty,  in  every  lawful  government,  is  a 
'  limited  power,  and  can  do  only  what  it  is  lawful 

*  to  do.    Sovereigns,  like  individuals,  are  bound  by 

*  their  engagements,  and  have  no  moral  power  to 
'  break  them.  Treaties  between  nations  repose 
'  on  this  principle."  This  appears  to  be  as  com- 
plete a  surrender  of  the  question  as  could  b«^  made 
by  any  terms  which  belong  to  the  language  in 
which  they  are  expressed.  The  treaty  ceding 
Louisiana,  of  which  Missouri  was  a  part,  expressly 
secured  to  the  people  their  liberty,  property,  and 
religion,  and  provided  for  their  speedy  admission 
into  the  Union,  according  to  the  principles  of  the 
Federal  Constitution. 

Treaties,  made  under  the  authority  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  are,  by  the  Constitution,  declared  to  be 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  Mr.  King  places 
the  obligations  of  a  treaty  on  the  same  ground, 
and  gives  to  them  equal  force  in  a  moral  fwint  of 
view,  with  those  obligations  which  bind  the  mem- 
bers of  society  to  each  other,  and  secure  obedience 
to  their  Government.  Let  us  contrast  this  great 
and  distinguished  statesman  with  himself.  Let  it 
be  remembered  that,  at  the  time  Louisiana  was 
ceded  to  the  United  States,  the  people  of  that 
country  held  slaves,  and  that  their  slaves  consti- 
tuted a  very  important  part  of  their  property.  Mr. 
King,  page  7:  "As  all  nations  do  not  permit 
'  slavery,  the  term  j/roperty,  in  its  common  and 
'  universal  meaning,  does  not  include  or  describe 

*  slaves.  But,  admitting  that  such  was  the  inten- 
'  tion  of  the  parties,  (to  wit:  to  include  slaves 
'  under  the  term  property,)  the  stipulation  is  not 


*  only  temporary,  but  extends  no  further  than  to 
'  the  property  actually  possessed  by  the  inhabit- 
'  ants  of  Missouri,  when  it  was  first  occupied  by 
'  the  United  States.     Property  since  acquired  by 

*  them,  and  property  acquired  or  possessed  by  the 
'  new  inhabitants  of  Mis.souri,  has,  in  each  case, 
'  been  acquired  under  the  laws  of  the  United 
'  States,  and  not  during  or  under  the  laws  of 
'  Louisiana.  Should,  therefore,  the  future  intro- 
'  duction  of  slaves  into  Missouri  be  forbidden,  the 
'  feelings  of  the  citizens  would  be  reconciled  to 
'  their  exclusion ;  and  the  inconsiderable  number 
'  of  slaves  owned  by  the  inhabitants  at  the  date  of 
'  the  cession  of  Louisiana,  would  be  emanci[iated, 
'  or  sfnt  for  sale  into  States  where  slavery  exists." 
I  know  the  influence  which  Mr.  King  has  in  cer- 
tain portions  of  the  United  States,  among  a  par- 
ticular description  of  politicians.  He  is  certainly 
a  man  of  very  great  experience,  and  ought  to  be 
well  skilled  in  diplomacy.  1  appeal  to  the  Com- 
mittee, and  ask,  confidently,  whether  a  greater 
want  of  candor  could  be  exhibited  ?  1  say  candor. 
A  treaty,  solemnly  entered  into,  the  stipulations  of 
which  were  peculiarly  designed  to  extend  protec- 
tion to  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory;  to 
secure  to  them  tne  complete  and  absolute  control 
over  their  prop<»rty,  which  consisted,  to  a  very 
large  amount,  m  slaves;  and  this  grave  ^tatesman 
affects  to  doubt  whether  the  contracting  parties 
intended  to  include  slaves  under  the  term  property. 
Again,  a  condition  submitted  to  by  the  people  of 
Missouri,  in  order  to  obtain  admission  into  the 
Union,  would  be  perpetually  binding  on  them  and 
their  posterity ;  because  good  faith  requires  an  ob- 
servance of  engagements,  and  because  treaties  be- 
tween nations  repose  on  this  principle.  Yet,  the 
stipulations  contained  in  the  treaty  of  cession,  are 
utterly  disregarded  ;  stipulations  which  have  been 
again  and  again  recognised,  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  most  solemn  and  im- 
pressive manner — not  only  at  the  period  when  the 
treaty  was  ratified,  but  at  the  admission  of  Louisi- 
ana into  the  Union  ;  and  in  every  act  of  legislation, 
for  the  territorial  government  of  the  whole  coun- 
try, ceded  by  P' ranee  to  the  United  States,  from 
the  date  of  the  cession  in  April,  1803,  to  the  pres- 
ent moment.  Such  inconsistencies  require  no 
further  comment. 

The  power  to  make  all  needful  rules  and  reg- 
ulations respecting  the  territory  and  other  property 
belonging  to  the  United  States  has  been  much  re- 
lied on  by  Mr.  King  and  others,  as  giving  to  Con- 
gress the  power  to  impose  the  condition,  or  re- 
striction, on  the  people  of  Missouri.  The  argu- 
ments derived  from  this  grant  of  power  have  been 
so  fully  met  and  refuted,  by  those  who  have  pre- 
ceded me  in  the  debate,  that  I  shall  not  detain  the 
Committee  bv  going  over  the  ground,  but  barely 
remark  that  the  proposed  amendment  is  intended 
to  operate,  not  on  the  territory  or  other  property 
of  the  United  States,  but  on  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  and  their  property.  Property  which 
they  have  held,  and  been  induced  to  acquire,  on 
the  faith  of  the  pledge,  solemnly  made  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  that  the  people  of 
that  territory  should  be  protected  in  their  civil  and 
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religious  privileges,  in  the  enjoyment  of  their 
property,  and  that  they  should  be  admitted  into 
the  Union  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the 
principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  to  the 
enjoyment  of  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States. 

The  power  to  regulate  commerce  is  among  the 
express  powers  delegated  to  Congress.  This  power 
has  been  resorted  to,  in  order  to  prove  that  Con- 
gress can,  constitutionally,  impose  on  the  people 
of  Missouri  the  condition,  or  restriction,  contained 
in  the  proposed  amendment.  This  branch  of  the. 
subject  shall  be  noticed  hereafter. 

The  political  doctors  of  the  day,  not;satisfied  with 
resorting  to  the  different  clauses  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  give  to  Congress  power  to  make  all 
needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory 
and  other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States; 
to  admit  new  States  into  the  Union;  to  regulate 
commerce;  to  provide  for  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare ;  have  most  strangely  resorted 
to  the  9th  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the  Consti- 
tution, to  derive,  for  Congress,  this  omnipotent 
power  of  fixing  immutably  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciple, by  which  the  people  of  Missouri  and  their 
posterity  are  to  be  governed.  This  section,  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end,  contains  nothing  but 
prohibitions  and  restrictions  on  the  powers  of  Con- 
gress. The  first  clause  of  this  section  contains  the 
prohibition,  on  the  power  of  Congress,  relative  to 
the  migration  or  importation  of  such  persons  as 
any  of  the  States  shall  think  proper  to  admit  prior 
to  the  year  1808.  I  shall  not  dwell  on  the  terms 
migration  and  importation,  which  have  been  so 
often  repeated,  during  this  debate,  as  to  cause  them 
to  grate  on  the  ear  as  harshly  and  disagreeably  as 
the  chains  of  the  convict. 

^  I  am  very  happy  that  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  ^Mr.  Pinckney,)  a  member  of  the  Con- 
vention which  formed  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  has  given  an  account  of  the  under- 
standing of  the  Convention,  as  to  the  true  import 
and  meaning  of  these  terms,  which  corresponds 
completely  with  the  definitions  given  of  them  by 
the  most  learned  and  the  best  speakers  who  have 
taken  part  in  this  debate,  to  wit,  that  migration 
was  applied  to  all  persons  of  whatever  color  or 
description,  who  should  voluntarily  remove  to  the 
United  States,  or  any  particular  State — importa- 
tion, to  all  persons  who  should  be  brought,  by  the 
will  of  others,  into  any  of  the  States.  All  con- 
tracts or  compacts  may  grant  more  or  less  than  the 
contracting  parties  designed  to  convey.  If  Con- 
gress possess  no  other  power  over  the  subject  of 
migation  or  importation,  than  what  can  be  derived 
from  this  9th  section,  it  is,  to  my  mind,  most  per- 
fectly clear,  that  not  a  single  power  is  possessed 
over  the  subject. 

It  will  be  recollected  by  the  Committee  that  the 
preceding  section  contains  an  enumeration  of  the 
powers  designed  to  be  intrusted  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States.  Would  it  not  be  a  most  sin- 
gular inconsistency  for  men  of  very  inferior  per- 
spicacity and  intelligence  to  those  who  framed 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stales,  who  should 
be  engaged  in  a  work  of  such  deep  and  moment- 


ous importance  as  that  of  preparing  a  form  of  gov- 
ernment for  a  free  people,  who  were  jealous  and 
watchful  of  their  liberties,  in  order  to  form  a  gov- 
ernment of  limited  and  defined  powers  which 
should  be  perfectly  secure  from  abuse  ?  First  to 
enumerate,  with  care  and  accuracy,  the  several 
powers  intended  to  be  intrusted  to  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people— yielding  to  the  well  founded 
jealousy  entertained  of  the  propensity  of  man  to 
abuse  delegated  powers,  that  the  very  singular 
mode  should  have  been  adopted  to  confer  new  and 
more  extensive  powers,  by  prohibiting,  except  un- 
der peculiar  circumstances,  or  for  a  limited  time, 
the  exerciseof  someof  the  most  important  powers, 
expressly  delegated,  or  resulting  by  necessary  and 
unavoidable  implication,  from  powers  thus  con- 
ferred. Sir,  there  is  no  rule  of  construction ;  no 
principle  of  reason,  which  is  not  opposed  to  such 
a  mode  of  imparting  power.  I  know  I  may  be 
met  with  the  objection,  that  it  is  from  this  clause 
that  Congress  derives  the  power  to  suspend  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus.  To  which  I  answer,  that 
Congress  derives  from  this  clause  no  power  over 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus;  that  it  was  designed 
to  furnish  a  rule  of  construction,  to  prevent  the 
abuse  of  power  by  suspending  this  writ,  on  which 
the  personal  security  and  liberty  of  the  citizen  so 
much  depended.  The  people  of  this  country  had 
not  long  shaken  off  the  yoke  of  a  foreign  tyrant. 
They  had  had  many  painful  evidences  of  the  abuse 
of  power  by  the  British  Government  in  suspend- 
ing the  great  and  efficacious  writ.  But  can  it  for 
a  moment  be  doubted  that  Congress  has  the  Con- 
stitutional power  to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus?  But  for  the  prohibition  contained  in  this 
section  on  the  exercise  of  this  power,  it  might  have 
been  very  much  abused.  Are  not  the  powers  del- 
egated to  Congress,  in  their  nature  sovereign  ?  Is 
not  the  power  to  declare  war  a  high  sovereign 
power,  confided  by  the  people  to  their  repre5enta- 
tives  ?  Is  not  the  power  to  create  tribunals  inferior 
to  the  Supreme  Court,  expres.sly  given  ?  Is  not 
the  whole  judiciary  of  the  United  States  organized 
by  an  act  of  Congress?  Are  not  the  forms  of 
writs,  and  the  rules  of  proceeding,  prescribed  by 
Congress?  Can  it  be  at  all  doubtful  that  the 
power  which,  under  the  Constitution,  prescribes 
the  rule  of  action  ;  in  other  words,  gives  the  law 
to  the  courts  and  the  people,  when  the  public 
interest  demands  it,  can  suspend  even  this  highly 
important  and  remedial  writ?  This  was  known 
to  the  Convention  ;  the  prohibition  was  wisely  in- 
serted, as  a  necessary  guard  to  the  liberty  of  the 
citizen. 

Again,  it  may  be  contended  that,  from  the  10th 
section  of  the  same  article,  which  contains  nothing 
but  restraints  and  prohibitions  upon  the  exercise 
of  certain  powers  by  the  States,  that  they,  when 
actually  invaded,  or  in  such  imminent  danger  as 
will  not  admit  of  delay,  derive  the  power  to  keep 
troops  and  ships  of  war,  to  enter  into  compacts 
with  each  other,  with  foreign  Powers,  and  even  to 
engage  in  war.  Not  so,  sir.  It  serves  merely  as 
a  rule  of  construction,  as  an  additional  evidence 
of  the  jealousy  of  the  people  of  this  country  of 
their  rights  and  liberties,  and  of  the  propensity  of 
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man  to  abuse  power  when  intrusted  to  him.  Not 
a  right  is  conlerred  on  the  States  by  this  section. 
The  States,  in  relation  to  the  General  Grovem- 
ment,  and  in  reference  to  their  defence,  occupy 
the  same  ground  as  individuals.  Whenever  a 
government  is  unable  to  defend  the  citizen,  the 
right  of  self-defence,  a  natural  right,  recurs  to  him ; 
so  of  the  States.  When  the  General  Government 
is  unable  to  defend  the  States,  the  natural  and  in- 
alienable right  of  self-defence  reverts  to  the  States, 
and  authorizes  them  to  defend  and  preserve  them- 
selves. 

Shall  I  be  permitted  to  invite  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  to  the  amendments  to  the  Consti- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  articles  first  and  second  ? 
These  articles  contain  prohibitions  of  a  very  sin- 
gular character,  on  the  exercise  of  powers  by  Con- 
gress. I  confess  that  1  have  never  seen  these 
articles  without  regret.  I  have  considered  them 
as  disgraceful  to  the  high  and  lofty  character  of 
the  American  people.  I  presume,  it  a  convention 
were  now  called,  to  frame  a  constitution  for  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  that,  instead  of 
embodying  a  few  sjeneral  and  fundamental  prin- 
ciples, contained  m  a  little  pamphlet  like  this, 
[holding  the  Constitution  in  his  hand,l  '^  would 
require  a  large  folio  volume  to  contain  the  necessary 
restrictions  and  prohibitions  on  the  Government 
against  undue  and  unwarrantable  exercise  of  power. 
What  are  the  prohibitions  in  these  articles  7  '"Con- 
'  gress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  establish- 
'  ment  of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free  exerci.se 
'  thereof;  or  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of 
'  the  press ;  or  the  right  of  the  people  peaceably  to 
'  a.ssemble,  and  to  petition  the  Government  for  a 
'  redress  of  grievances.  A  well  regulated  militia 
'  being  necessary  to  the  security  of  a  free  State, 
'  the  right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms  shall 
'  not  be  infringed."  I  ask  the  Committee  to  pause 
for  a  moment,  and  to  reflect  on  the  character  of 
these  prohibitions.  What  must  have  been  the 
jealousy  of  those  who  deemed  it  necessary  to  guard 
against  the  abuse  of  power,  by  such  restrictions, 
on  a  Government  of  limited,  defined,  and  delegated 
authority  ?  Under  what  pretence  could  Congress 
dare  to  interfere  with  affairs  of  religion — with  the 
freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press  ?  Under  what 
state  of  things  could  it  be  presumed  to  be  necessary 
for  the  sovereign  people  of  the  United  States  to 
retain  to  themselves  the  poor  privilege  of  assembling 
peaceably  to  petition,  not  their  sovereign  lords  and 
masters,  but  their  public  servants  and  agents,  for  a 
redress  of  grievances  ?  To  what  daring  usurpa- 
tions must  they  have  looked,  when  it  was  deemed 
necessary  to  secure  to  freemen  the  privilege  of 
keeping  and  bearing  arms?  But,  sir.  Constitu- 
tional securities  against  the  abuse  of  power,  of  del- 
egated and  limited  power,  seem  to  be  but  beautiful 
and  splendid  illusions. 

Notwithstanding  these  securities  to  the  freedom 
of  speech  and  of  the  press,  we  have  seen  the  day 
when  a  sedition  act  was  deemed  both  necessary 
and  proper,  (among  a  particular  description  of  pol- 
iticians in  this  country,)  of  course  Constitutional. 
This  act  was  deemed  necessary  to  guard  the  indi- 
Yidual  who  held  the  reins  and  guided  the  car  of 


State.  Thisillustrious  Chief  Magistrate,  who  was 
thus  entrenched  behind  the  protecting  influence  of 
a  sedition  act,  was  from  New  England — that  land 
so  peculiarly  blessed  by  freedom  and  equality  ;  that 
land  where  slavery  is  unknown.  May  the  time 
not  arrive  when  the  science  of  political  chemistry 
shall  be  better  known ;  when  the  use  of  the  alembic 
is  better  understood ;  that  it  will  be  di.scovered  that 
Congress  has  the  Constitutional  power  to  prevent 
the  people  fromasiembling  peaceably  for  any  other 
purpose  but  to  petition  their  lords  and  masters,  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  for  a  redress  of 
grievances!  Entertaining  the  opinions  which  I 
do,  of  the  limited  character  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  Stale,  of  the  responsibility  of  the  officers 
of  this  Government  to  their  constituents  ;  of  the 
absolute,  uncontrolled,  and  uncontrollable  power 
of  the  people  over  not  only  their  public  servants, 
but  of  the  Constitution  and  form  of  Government 
itself,  those  reservations  of  privileges,  and  limita- 
tions of  power  on  the  Government,  appear  to  have 
resulted  from  infatuation  or  a  sickly  sen.Mbility, 
which  induced  the  frarners  of  the  amendments  to 
reserve  to  the  people,  as  privileges,  what  they  held 
as  rights;  rights  which,  whenever  invaded,  ought 
to  arouse  the  people  to  the  most  prompt  and  vigo- 
rous resistance.  Yet,  sir,  experience  may  prove 
that  they  were  right.  If  the  Constitution  be  thus 
successfully  invaded,  and  the  people  should  tamely 
submit,  other  and  more  eflt>ctual  limitations  will 
be  required. 

But,  sir,  it  has  been  triumphantly  asked,  if  Con- 
gress possess  no  power,  no  authority  on  the  subject 
of  admitting  new  States  :  if  no  condition  can  be 
annexed  :  if  any  people  who  think  proper  to  apply, 
have  the  right  to  admission  into  the  Union  ?  To 
which  I  reply,  that  Congres.s,  unless  bound  by  pre^ 
vious  obligation  to  admit,  has  the  unqualified  au- 
thority to  reject.  That,  under  the  fourth  article 
of  the  Constitution,  which  guaranties  a  republican 
form  of  government  to  every  State  in  this  Union, 
Congress  has  the  right  to  require  that  the  State  ap- 
plying for  admission  shall  adopt  a  republican  form 
of  government. 

Permit  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  inquire  into  the 
character  of  the  population  of  Missouri.  By  whom 
has  that  Territory  been  settled  ?  Are  the  inhabi- 
tants strangers,  foreigners,  aliens  to  our  Govern- 
ment, manners,  religion  ?  Or  are  they  natire 
citizens  of  the  United  States?  They  are  native 
citizen.s;  many  of  them  have  fought  and  bled  in 
defence  of  the  principles  of  which  all  here  so 
proudly  boast.  Many  of  them  are  the  descendants 
of  gallant  men,  who  furnished  from  their  own 
veins  the  cement  for  this  our  temple  of  liberty.  I 
have  the  pleasure  to  know  some  of  the  citizens  of 
Missouri.  They  are  men  who  can  rear  their  crests 
by  the  side  of  any  gentleman  in  this  House,  from 
whatever  section  of  the  country  he  may  ha  ve  come, 
and  for  virtue,  intelligence,  patriotisni,  and  valor, 
proudly  challenge  a  comparison.     1  allude  to  Ihe 

O'Fallans,  the  nephews  of  George  R.  Clark a 

name  heJd  in  sacred  regard  by  Kentucky  and  Vir- 
ginia. The  man  whose  chivalic  spirit  and  daring 
enterprise,  conquered  the  finest  portion  of  country 
in  the  Union — the  country  north  and  west  of  the 
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Ohio — the  country  which  is  now  represented  in 
Congress  by  men  who  are  aiding  to  place  fetters 
on  the  nephews  and  relatives  of  this  very  man. 
Nephews  who  have  proved  themselves  to  be  true 
and  genuine  branches  of  the  original  stock. 

I  beg  leave  to  inquire  into  the  pretensions  of  the 
people  of  the  North  and  East,  to  form  constitutions 
for  their  neighbors.  Have  the  people  of  those  por- 
tions of  the  Union  been  peculiarly  blessed  by  po- 
litical tranquillity,  harmony,  and  happiness?  I 
will  not  point  to  the  political  commotions  which 
have  so  frequently  and  so  violently  agitated  the 
peaceful  relations  of  the  people  in  our  Northern  and 
Eastern  hemisphere,  because  they  are  familiar  to 
all.  I  will  barely  refer  to  facts,  supported  by  high 
authority.  Connecticut,  until  very  lately,  never 
had  a  coni-titution.  The  Governor  of  Massachu- 
setts, at  the  late  session  ol  the  General  Assembly 
of  that  State,  recommended  the  call  of  a  convention 
to  revise  and  amend  the  constitution  of  the  State. 
The  Governor  of  New  York  recently  recommended, 
to  the  Assembly  of  that  State,  the  propriety  of 
calling  a  convention  to  re-model  and  amend  their 
constitution.  In  his  speech  to  the  two  houses  of  the 
Legislature,  at  the  opening  of  their  session,  he 
presents  the  following  striking  picture  of  the  polit- 
ical agitations  and  excitements  which  exist  in  that 
great  State:  ''  While  this  State  has  made  rapid 
'  and  signal  advances  in  prosperity,  it  has  been 
'  more  obnoxious  to  the  excitement  of  party  than 
'  any  member  of  the  Federal  Union.  Even  during 
'  the  gloomy  jK'riods  of  the  Revolution,  this  spirit 

*  was  exhibited  in  a  variety  of  shapes,  and  since 
'  that  time  it  has  scarcely  ever  ceased  to  agitate 

*  society.  After  giving  full  weight  to  the  operation 
'  of  other  assignable  causes,  we  are  forced  to  con- 
'  elude  that  there  is  a  radical  defect  in  the  consii- 
'  tution  of  our  government ;  that  it  either  wants 
'  some  essential  check  against  the  progress  of  party, 
'  or  that  It  contains  in  its  arrangement  the  elements 
'  of  discord  and  excileuunt."  After  this  very  strong 
picture  of  the  political  cabals  which  agitate  his  own 
State,  and  disturb  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  its 
citizens,  modesty  would  seem  to  require  that  his 
Excellency  should  remain  quiet  and  silent  about 
the  affairs  of  his  neighbors;  that  he  should  direct 
his  own  energies,  and  engage  the  energies  of  his 
State  Legislature,  exclusively  to  correct  existing 
abuses  at  home.  Not  so  his  Excellency ;  although 
he  admits  that  for  more  than  forty  years  he  and 
all  the  distinguished  statesmen  of  his  great  and 
distinguished  Slate,  have  not  been  able  to  correct 
the  radical  evils  under  which  they  have  labored, 
he  is  ambitious  to  influence  the  deliberations  of 
Congress,  and  extend  his  fostering  care  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Missouri,  by  furnishing  them  some  of  the 
lundatnental  principles  by  which  they  and  their 
posterity  are  to  be  governed. 

He  thus  impresses,  in  his  speech,  on  the  Legis- 
lature, the  necessity  of  interposing: 

"  Nor  can  I  concca!,on  this  nccanion,  ihc  deep  anx- 
iety which  I  feel  in  a  Kul>jert  now  untU'r  the  oonsidpr- 
ation  ol"  the  General  Government,  and  which  ia  unfor- 
tunately cilculntcd  to  proiluce  geogniphiral  distinc- 
tiona.  HijThly  imj>ortant  att  it  is  to  allay  feelings  so 
inauspicious,  and  to  cultivate  the  most  friendly  com- 


munion with  everyfroember  of  the  Confederacy,  yet 
I  consider  the  interdiction  of  the  extension  of  slavery 
a  pnramount  consideration.  Morally  and  politicallT 
speaking,  slavery  is  an  evil  of  the  first  magnitude  ;  and, 
whatever  may  be  llie  consequences,  it  is  our  duty  to 
progress,  in  all  cases  where  such  prohibition  is  allowed 
by  the  Constitution.  No  evil  can  result  from  its  inhi- 
bition, more  perniciou.  than  its  toleration  ;  nnd  I  ear- 
nestly recommend  the  expression  of  your  sense  on  this 
occasion,  as  equally  due  to  the  character  of  the  Slate, 
and  the  prosperity  of  the  Empire." 

Sir,  New  York  is  entitled  to  my  thanks,  and  to 
the  thanks  of  the  nation,  for  the  interesting  and 
gallant  stand  which,  under  the  auspices  of  her  late 
patriotic  Governor,  (Daniel  D.  Tompkins,)  she 
during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  made 
against  the  common  enemy.  But  I  must  be  per- 
mitted, after  the  above  statement  of  facts,  to  enter, 
for  the  people  o(  Missouri,  a  solemn  protest  against 
the  interference  of  the  people  of  the  North  and 
East  with  their  fundamental  and  municipal  regu- 
lations— first,  for  the  want  of  capacity  ;  and,  sec- 
ondly, because  they  have  no  right  to  interfere. 

May  not  the  people  of  Missouri,  with  great  force 
and  propriety,  say  to  the  people  of  New  England 
and  New  York,  look  to  your  own  affairs ;  tran- 
quillize the  political  discord  and  excitement  which 
agitate  your  own  bosoms ;  heal  the  wounds  which 
the  {)olitical  parties  in  your  own  States  are  perpet- 
ually inflicting  on  each  other.  Let  us  alone;  per- 
mit us  to  manage  our  own  affairs  m  our  own  way. 
We  fear  the  constitution  which  you  are  endeavor- 
ing to  impose  on  us  will  either  want  some  essential 
check  against  the  progress  of  party,  or  that  it  will 
contain  in  its  arrangement  the  elements  of  discord 
and  excitement.  We  think  no  evil  can  result  from 
resisting  with  manly  firmness  and  fortitude,  this 
unconstitutional  and  unwarrantable  effort  which 
you  are  making  to  invade  our  sovereignty  and  in- 
dependence, so  pernicious,  as  would  be  a  base  and 
tame  acquiescence  on  our  part. 

The  doctrines  of  humanity  and  religion  have 
not  been  much  pressed  into  service  by  the  restric- 
tionists  latterly.  It  is  somewhat  singular  that  the 
passion  of  humanity  should,  at  the  same  instant  of 
time,  have  seized  so  strongly  upon  New  England 
and  Old  England ;  that  this  passion  should  have 
been  so  strongly  and  so  singularly  enlisted  in  favor 
of  the  black  slaves  in  the  United  States.  Slavery 
on  every  other  portion  of  the  globe  seems  to  have 
had  no  effect  on  the  sympathies  of  these  philan- 
thropist*!. They  have  not  been  excited  by  the  con- 
dition of  the  wliite  slaves  of  Europe;  nor  by  the 
sufferings  of  the  white,  black,  and  party-colored 
slaves  of  the  Indies.  The  African  slave  trade — 
the  enslaved  descendants  of  Africans  in  the  Uni- 
ted States — are  the  subjects  of  peculiar  sensibility 
and  interest  to  those  who  have  recently  engaged 
in  proclaim insr  the  doctrines  of  benevolence  and 
humanity.  The  peculiar  and  strongly-marked  hos- 
tility of  Old  England  to  the  people  of  the  South- 
ern and  Western  States,  the  holders  of  black  slaves, 
is  well  known.  Let  the  people  of  England — of 
Great  Britain — cast  their  eyes  on  the  map  of  the 
earth,  and  see  what  a  large  proportion  of  its  habita- 
ble part  is  covered,  and  by  millions  of  human 
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beings  held  in  the  most  wretched  state  of  bondasre, 
by  the  policy  of  their  own  Government.     In  the 
West  Indies,  in  Europe,  in  the  East  Indies,  mil- 
lions of  human  beings,  presenting  every  shade  of 
color,  and  every  grade  of  suffenng  and  misery,  tes- 
tify by  their  execrations  that  they  are  the  victims 
of  British  policy — of  British  cruelty  and  ambition. 
Yet  we  find  the  pages  of  every  public  journal  in 
Great  Britain  filled  with  exclamations  and  denun- 
ciations against  the  holders  of  black  slaves  in  the 
United  States.     England,  d»?.«potic  and  heartless 
as  she  is,  still  endeavors  to  preserve  the  appearance 
of  some  regard  and  respect  for  the  opinions  of  the 
world.     She  still  can  blush,  or  appear  to  blush,  by 
keeping  the  veil  closely  drav.'n.     It  would  not  do 
for  her  to  express  much  sympathy  for  white  slaves. 
Her   half-fed  and    badly-clothed   subjects  in   the 
highlands  of  Scotland  ;  her  enslaved  subjects  in 
Ireland  ;  would  attract  painful  attention.      The 
miserable  condition  of^the  p»?ople  in  the  East  In- 
dies, rendered  thus  misifrable  by  her  despotic  policy, 
would  intrude  itself     The  white  slaves  in  every 
part  of  Europe,  therefore,  fail  to  excite  her  human- 
ity.  The  Hungarian  peasant,  whose  state  of  slavery 
and  subjugation,  according  to  Bright,  are  infinite- 
ly more  oppressive  than  that  of  the  black  slave  in 
America,  excites  no  portion  of  her  sympathy  or 
humanity.    Can  England  disguise  the  fact — can 
her  friends  conceal  it — that  she  has  done  more  to 
entail  misery  on  the  African  race,  and  their  de- 
scendants, than  all  the  other  Powers  of  the  earth? 
Humility  is  said  be  the  most  odious  garb  in  which 
Pride  can  be  dressed.     This  may  be  true,  sir ;  but 
it  is  still  more  odious  to  see  Ambition  dressed  out 
in  the  meek  habiliments  of  religion,  with  human- 
ity on  her  lips,  whilst  the  love  of  power  swells 
her  heart.     We  need  take  but  a  glance  at  the  his- 
tory of  the  times  that  are  past,  to  see  this  same 
Ambition,  covered  with  the  mantle  of  religion, 
profaning  the  God  wliom  it  affected  to  adore ;  pois- 
oning the  stream  of  human  felicity  ;  rioting  on  the 
sufferings  of  the  innocent.     Shall  we  look  for  ex- 
amples to  the  land  which  is  sometimes  called  the 
land  of  our  ancestors — to  Great  Britain — to  happy 
England  ?    If  we  look  to  the  reign  of  the  bloody 
Mary  or  the  present  Regent,  we  shall  see  the  spirit 
of  ambition  arrayed  on  the  side  of  humanity  and 
religion  ;  how  happily,  let  the  blood  and  the  tears 
of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  shed  by  the  same  sabre 
which  has  beea  drawn  in  defence  of  the  Catholics 
of  Spain,  testify.     The  worship  of  the  Deity  has 
been  proscrib?d  to  the  Catholics  at  home — to  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland — whilst  the  Spanish  Catho- 
lic has  been  sustained  by  the  same  authority,  even 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  to  his  altar  and  his 
God.     And  all  this  has  been  done  in  the  name  of 
humanity,  and  under  the  pretext  of  devotion  to 
religion ! 

But,  sir,  it  will  be  expected  that  I  should  say 
something  on  the  power  of  Consress  to  interdict 
the  African  slave  trade.  The  power  to  regulate 
commerce  is  delegated  to  Congress  in  general  and 
comprehensive  terms.  The  most  essential  attri- 
bute of  the  power  to  regulate,  by  law,  the  trade  of 
the  country,  is  to  preserve  the  purity  and  justice  of 
the  trade.    The  African  slave  trade  came  properly 
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within  the  power  to  regulate  commerce.     This 
trade,  which  was  carried  on  in  fraud  and  injus- 
tice, by  kidnapping,  is  as  completely  within  the 
power  of  Congress  to  interdict,  by  punishing  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  engaged  in  it,  as  pi- 
racy, or  any  other  fraudulent  and  swindling  traffic. 
It  results  from  the  general  power  to  regulate  the 
commerce  of  the  country,  and  not  from  the  limita- 
tions on   the  exercise  of  the  power  by  Congress 
over  the  migration  and  importation  of  such  persons 
as  any  of  the  States  should  think  proper  to  admit 
prior  to  the  year  1808.     There  is  no  express  power 
given  to  Congress  to  prevent  the  migration  of  for- 
eigners to  the  United  States;  but  the  power  to 
establish  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization  is  ex- 
pressly given.      This  power  is  given   to  enable 
Congress  to  promote   the  common   defence  and 
general  welfare.    The  general  power  to  make  citi- 
zens must  necessarily  include  the  power  to  judge 
of  the  expediency  of  exercising  the  power,  and  ex- 
tend to  the  power  of  excluding  the  applicants  from 
settling  and  residing  within  the  limits  of  the  Union. 
Otherwise  it  would  have  been  in  the  power  of  sev- 
eral Governments  in  Europe  to  have  thrown  into 
this  country  such  a  large  number  of  persons,  as 
not  only   to   have  influenced   our  deliberations, 
but  actually  to  have  endangered  our  safety.     The 
members  of  the  P'ederal  Convention  saw  the  ne- 
cessity of  clothing  Congress  with  this  important 
power;  they  also  saw  and  knew  how  important  it 
was  to  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  that  its  pop- 
ulation should  be  augmented  by  migration ;  and, 
as  the  several  States  had  governments  capable  of 
deciding  this  question  of  policy,  at  least  for  a  lim- 
ited time,  the  exercise  of  the  power  over  the  sul>- 
ject  was  prohibited  to  Congress  until  1808. 

The  agitation  of  this  question,  if  productive  of 
no  other  good  consequence,  must  Ik*  calculated  to 
settle  a  question  heretofore  of  doubtful  policy.  It 
must  convince  the  people  of  the  United  States  that 
their  territory  is  sufficiently  extensive.  If  every 
accession  of  territory  shall,  when  the  jwpulation 
becomes  sufficiently  numerous  to  demand  admis- 
sion into  the  Union  as  a  State,  thus  agitate  the 
Confederacy,  and  threaten  to  reduce  society  to  its 
elements,  for  one,  I  am  disposed  to  fix  the  limits 
where  they  now  exist;  to  extinguish  no  more  In- 
dian titles  to  lands  beyond  the  acknowledged  limits 
of  the  United  States.  I  think  the  Florida  pur- 
chase may  be  considered  as  settled.  If,  after  so 
many  years  negotiation,  if,  after  so  many  prevari- 
cations on  the  part  of  Spain,  we  are,  in  order  to 
secure  a  few  millions  of  dollars  to  our  merchants, 
to  procure  that  which  is  to  promote  the  spirit  of 
discord,  hatred,  and  disunion  among  the  States,  it 
may  be  well  to  pause,  and  inquire  whether  the 
price  will  not  be  too  high. 

Sir,  I  am  attached  to  the  Union;  but  it  is  a  ra- 
tional attachment.  I  ha  ve  no  superstitious  attach- 
ment, either  to  the  Union  or  any  thing  else.  I  am 
attached  to  the  Union,  because  I  believe  it  calcu- 
lated to  secure  the  political  rights,  tranquillity, 
prosperity,  and  happiness,  of  the  |)eople  of  this 
country.  The  moment  the  Union  shall  fail  to  se- 
cure and  promote  these  objects  I  shall  detest  it,  ai* 
I  would  any  other  species  of  despotism. 
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With  what  propriety  can  those  who,  during  the 
Revolution,  embarked  with  us  their  fortunes  and 
their  hopes  on  board  the  same  ship;  who  gladly 
clung  to  us  during  the  hour  of  danger,  after  it 
stood  the  storm  during  the  Revolutionary  conflict, 
and  rode  triumphantly  through  the  tempest  during 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britain — passing  safely 
over  the  rough  sea  which  set  in  from  abroad,  un- 
disturbed by  the  ripple  added  by  domestic  faction — 
now  that  all  is  peace  and  sunshine,  turn  upon  us, 
and  upbraid  us  with  the  stains  and  spots  of  negro 
slavery  ;  a  species  of  slavery  which  existed  before 
and  during  the  Revolution  in  every  State  in  the 
Union  ;  which  has  always  existed  since  the  Rev- 
olution, in  portions  of  this  country,  and  which 
they  bound  themselves,  by  the  most  sacred  of  all 
compacts,  never  to  disturb?  Let  the  parties  to  the 
compact,  who  have  been  borne  thus  safely  and 
happily  in  this  old  ship,  but  adhere  to  the  charter- 
party-— the  Constitution — I  have  no  doubt  she  will 
glide  in  safety  on  the  wave  of  time  to  the  end  of 
the  present  century,  prefMired,  at  that  period,  still 
to  go  on  with  the  fairest  prospect  of  a  successful 
voyage  to  the  close  of  the  next  century.  Permit 
me  to  borrow  the  dying  words  of  the  immortal 
Lawrence,  while  his  eye  was  glazed  by  death : 
honor  and  glory  brightened  on  his  brow — htt  ex- 
claimed, "don't  give  up  the  ship!"  I  say  to  you, 
hold  on  to  the  Union-— don't  give  up  the  political 
ship— cling  to  the  original  charter-party — tne  Con- 
stitution ;  all  will  he  well — the  nation  will  be 
happy. 

Is  there  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  who  has 
not  felt  his  bosom  warmed  and  animated  by  the 
sun  of  our  political  confederacy  ?  The  sun  which, 
on  the  4th  of  July,  1776,  rose  with  such  unusual 
brightness  and  matchless  splendor,  which,  for  more 
than  forty  years,  has  warmed  and  animated  this 
society,  and  lighted  its  path  to  glory  and  to  happi- 
ness. Shall  the  political  balance  and  harmony  of 
our  system  be  destroyed,  and  that  sun  be  precipi- 
tated, with  disastrous  ruin,  on  the  bosom  of  this 
society,  which  it  has  so  often  cheered  and  bright- 
ened into  joy  and  felicity  ?  I  trust  that  Heaven 
will  avert  the  sad  calamity.  That,  under  the  ge- 
nial influence  of  this  sun,  that  flowering  wreath 
which  has  so  long  bound  in  concord  and  harmony 
this  Confederacy,  will  maintain  an  imperishable 
verdure — that  its  bloom  will  be  perpetual,  its  frag- 
rance immortal ! 

Mr.  Darlington,  of  Pennsylvania,  addressed 
the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  wish  to  submit  a  itw  remarks 
on  this  question  ;  and  I  trust  the  Committee  will 
be  disposed  to  extend  their  indulgence  towards  me 
for  a  lew  moments,  when  they  recollect  that  I  am 
not  in  the  habit  of  trespassing  upon  their  patience 
in  this  way.  I  am  very  sensible  that  I  shall  not 
be  able  to  do  justice  even  to  my  own  views  of  the 
subject ;  for  I  am  utterly  unpractised  in  the  busi- 
ness of  public  speaking ;  yet,  believing  that  this  is 
a  question  of  vital  importance,  not  only  to  the 
character  of  this  nation,  but  likewise  to  its  safety, 
prosperity,  and  happiness ;  and  believing  also,  that 
some  erroneous  impressions  exist,  in  relation  to 
many  of  those  who  advocate  the  amendments  be- 


fore you,  I  feel  constrained  to  attempt  a  few  ob- 
servations. 

I  shall  not  presume  to  undertake  an  exposition 
of  ambiguous  Constitutional  points,  after  the  very 
able  and  learned  discussions  which  we  have  had 
from  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me.   Such  an 
attempt  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  as  unnecessary 
now,  as  it  certainly  would  be  presumptuous  in  me 
at  any  time.     I  shall,  therefore,  content  myself,  at 
this  stage  of  the  debate,  with  offering  some  of  those 
views  which  present  themselves  to  a  common  un- 
derstanding. And  here,  sir,  as  an  American,  proud 
and  jealous  of  our  national  character,  I  trust  I 
inay  be  permitted  to  say,  that  it  is  a  source  of  no 
little  mortification  to  me  to  see  the  Congress  of 
these   United    States,   in   the  44th   year  of  our 
independence,  seriously  sustaining  the  question 
whether  it  be   rightful    and  expedient,  without 
an  uncontrollable   necessity,  to  sanction  human 
slavery  in  the  new  republics  which  are  to  be  added 
to  this  Confederacy  ?    I  had  once  fondly  hoped 
that  such  a  spectacle  would  never  have  been  ex- 
hibited by  us,  to  gratify  the  malignant  envy  of  the 
despots,  and  their  execrable  parasites,  who  outrage 
the  rights  of  mankind  in  the  Old  World,  and  who 
sicken  at  the  idea  of  their  conservation  here.     I 
had  hoped,  that  we  should  have  persevered  with 
unanimity,  as  we  have  hitherto  done,  in  erecting 
new  republics  upon  the  true  and  genuine  principles 
of  our  Government,  excluding  human  slavery  with 
the  utmost  care  and  solicitude,  wherever  it  should 
be  in  our  power  to  do  so.     The  generous  and  pre- 
dominant sentiments  of  the  American  people,as  far 
as  I  have   had  an  opportunity  to  be  acquainted 
with  those  sentiments,  seemed  to  me  to  warrant 
such  a  hope;  and  I  cannot  yet  relinquish  the  idea. 
We  have  been  told,  indeed — and  I  feel  it  my 
duty,  as  a  Representative  of  Republican  Pennsyl- 
vania to  notice  the  remark — we  have  been   told, 
Mr.  Chairman,  that,  however  laudable  may  be  the 
motives  of  many  who  are  in  favor  of  restricting 
slavery,  yet  that  there  are  political  jugglers  behind 
the  scenes,  who  are  making  use  of  the  proposition 
and  its  advocates,  as  the  forlorn  hope,  and  the  last 
desperate  effort  of  an  expiring  party.     Sir,  where 
I  am  best  known,  it  would  be  needless  to  say  that 
I  have  nothing  to  do  with  their  views,  their  efforts, 
or  their  hopes ;  that  I  have  never  had  any  concern 
or  connexion  with   that  expiring  party.     From 
my  earliest  youth,  upwards,  I  have  been  a  demo- 
cratic republican;  and  I  leave  it  to  those  who 
have  once  belonged  to  the  aforesaid  expiring  party, 
if  there  be  any  such  here,  to  develope  the  schemes 
of  their  jugglers.     I  have  never  been  in  their  se- 
crets; but  I  cannot  help  observing,  that  I  see  gen- 
tlemen who  are  avowed  members  of  that  unfortu- 
nate party,  zealously  engaged  in  the  ranks  of  our 
opponents,  in  endeavors  to  defeat  this  amendment. 
Sir,  I  do  not  believe  it  is  a  question  of  party  views 
with  any  man  who  loves  his  country,  or  feels  an 
interest  in  its  reputation  and  permanent  welfare. 
But,  sir,  I  have  always  been  taught  to  believe,  that 
It  was  no  part  of  republicanism  to  authorize,  or 
even  to  connive  at,  slavery,  in  the  formation  of 
governments,  where  it  could  possibly  be  prevented. 
I  will  here  frankly  confess,  too,  that  it  is  cause 
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of  pain  and  regret  to  be  opposed  to  gentlemen  for 
whom  I  have  the  highest  regard,  and  with  whom 
it  has  generally  been  the  pride  and  the  happiness 
of  myself  and  my  colleagues  to  co-operate.  But, 
on  this  occasion,  I  must  pursue  a  course,  however 
opposite  to  that  of  my  Southern  friends,  which  a 
solemn  sense  of  duty  renders  imperative ;  and  I 
ask  gentlemen  to  exercise  their  accustomed  liber- 
ality towards  us.  If  they  think  it  strange  that  we, 
who  have  generally  acted  with  them,  are  opposed  ! 
to  them  on  this  subject,  we  can  only  say,  that  we 
think  it  equally  strange,  and  we  do  most  sincerely 
regret,  to  find  them  in  opposition  to  us. 

What  is  it,  Mr.  Chairman,  which  this  amend- 
ment proposes,  and  which  seems  to  excite  such  an 
uncommon    degree   of    sympathy    for   Missouri  ? 
What  is  the  mighty  bugbear  that  so  alarms  gen- 
tlemen ?     Is  it  proposed  to  bind  her,  hand   and 
foot,  and  deliver  her  over  to  the  dominion  of  des- 
potism ?    Sir,  a  man  of  plain  comprehension  might 
well  be  astonished  if  he  were  to  learn,  for  the  first 
time,  after  hearing  the  arguments  and  forcible  ap- 
peals of  gentlemen,  that  the  simple  proposition  be- 
fore you  is,  to  enable  Missouri  to  become  an  inde- 
pendent Republican  State,  and  to  secure  her  from 
the  dreadful  curse  of  slavery  !     We  propose  to  do 
that  for  her  which  we  have  already  done  for  the 
States  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  for  which  the 
citizens  of  thpse  States  will  be  forever  grateful. 
Mr.  Chairman,  the  existence  of  slavery  seems  to 
be  universally  considered  a  great  moral  and  polit- 
ical evil  in  the  community.     Honorable  gentlemen 
who  have  an  intimate  knowledge  of  its  nature  and 
tendencies,  have  emphatically  termed   it  a  curse 
and  a  scourge  to  society.    The  ancient  and  respec- 
table Commonwealth  of  Virginia  perceived,  at  an 
early  day,  the  evils  which  it  would  entail  upon 
her^  and  she  protested  agamst  the  further  increase 
of  It.     But  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  re- 
gardless of  the  welfare  of  her  colonies,  permitted 
the  temporary  interest  of  a  few  to  endanger  the 
prosperity,  the  happiness,  and  the  safety,  of  the 
countless  generations  who  were  to  succeed  them. 
We  know  that  this  tremendous  evil  was  fastened 
upon  our  country  by  the  mercenary,  heartless  policy 
01  an  arbitrary,  commercial  Government,  not  only 
without  our  agency  and  consent,  but  against  our 
earnest  protestations.     But  I  beg  to  ask,  sir,  what 
it  is  we  are  about  to  do  ?     I  wish  every  member 
of  the  Committee  would    seriously  consider  this 
question.     What  is  it  we  are  about  Jto  do  ?     Sir, 
unless  this  amendment  prevail,  we,  the  Republican 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  are  about  to  permit 
the  temporary  interest  of  a  few  individuals  (for 
few  they  are,  compared  with  the  numbers  who  are 
hereafter  to  exist  there)  to  entail  this  same  trans- 
cendent curse  upon  the  unborn  myriads  of  our  pos- 
terity, who  will,  in  future  times,  inhabit  the  fertile 
regions  of  the  West.     Yes,  sir,  as  we  now  view 
the  conduct  of  Great  Britain,  in  imposing  or  au- 
thorizing slavery  in  some  of  our  ancient  Common- 
wealths, so  will  the  future  citizens  of  these  Western 
Republics  regard  this  Congress,  unless  we  interpose 
to  stay  the  progress  of  the  desolating  evil.     II  we 
suffer  this  pernicious  population  to  ramify  and  diffuse 
throughout  the  new  Stales  formed  in  our  territories, 


their  citizens  will  one  day  direct  their  agonized 
views  to  the  proceedings  of  this  body,  and  deplore 
the  policy  which  sanctioned  their  dreadful  destiny. 
They  will  find  themselves  doomed  to  evils,  by  our 
connivance  and  authority,  which  it  will  be  vain 
and  hopeless  to  attempt  to  remove.     Will  any  gen- 
tleman of  Virginia  or  Maryland  say,  that  it  would 
not  have  been  a  happy  circumstance  for  their  own 
States  if  the  early  settlers  had  been  prevented  from 
introducing  slaves  among  them  ?     And  will  it  not 
be  equally   beneficial   to  exclude  them  from  the 
Western  Commonwealths  ?     Can  there  be  a  doubt 
about  this?     No,  there  cannot.     Then  now  is  the 
time  to  interfere ;  and  it  is  now  or  never.     But  it 
is  objected,  that  we  are  presuming  to  judge  for  the 
people  of  Missouri.     Sir,  I  consider  that  we  are 
interested  in  this  question  as  well  as  the  people  of 
Missouri.     We  are  judging  for  ourselves  as  well  as 
for  them ;  and  we   are   enabled,  by  melancholy, 
dear-bought  experience,  to  judge  correctly.     Gen- 
tlemen have  acknowledged,  that  they  would  advise 
an  exclusion  of  slavery,  because  they  know  it  is  an 
inveterate  and  incurable  evil.     But,  sir,  although 
we  know  the  future  citizens  of  Missouri  would  be 
grateful  for  the  restriction,  it  is  not  from  an  offi- 
cious disposition  to  meddle  with  concerns  which 
are  foreign  to  us,  that  we  urge  it.     No,  sir.     If  the 
Mtssourians  were  to  be  a  separate  people,  it  would 
be  nothing  to  us  how  many  slaves  they  had,  or 
what   regulations   they    adopted.      Although    we 
might  wish  them  to  enjoy  republican  freedom,  it 
would  be  none  of  our  business  what  they  were,  or 
how  they  were  governed.     But,  Mr.  Chairman, 
they  are  to  become  a  constituent  part  of  this  Con- 
federacy ;  they  are  to  be  members  of  our  political 
family.     They  are  to  be  co-partners  in  our  great 
national   firm  :  and  are  not  we  interested  in  the 
character  and  condition  of  those  who  nropose  to 
join  us  ?     Have  we  no  right  to  judge  ot  the  fitness 
of  those  who  wish  to  {)articipate  in  our  affairs  ? 
We  have  embarked  in  the  business  of  free  govern- 
ment.    We  have  recognised  the  sublime  doctrines 
of  the  rights  of  man  in  our  own  States,  as  far  as 
existing  circumstances  would  permit :  and  do  we 
not  owe  it  to  consistency,  to  our  high  character, 
and  lofty  pretensions,  nay,  to  our  own  welfare  and 
safety,  to  carry  this  recognition  of  sound  principles 
into  all  the  new  governments  erected  under  our 
authority,  and  which  are  to  join  us  in  the  magnifi- 
cent scheme  7     Do  not  the  wise  and  the  virtuous, 
the  friends  of  freedom  and  mankind,  in  all  parts  of 
the  world,  anxiously  expect  it  at  our  hands  /  Shall 
we  blast  the  hopes  of  those  philanthropij^ts,  who 
regard  our  country  as  the  great  asylum,  the  last 
andonly  refuge  of  liberty  and  rational  government? 
Forbid  it  Heaven  !     We  are  solemnly  bound  not 
only  to  secure  our  own  welfare,  but  to  provide,  as 
far  as  we  can,  for  that  of  our  posterity.     When  we 
know  that  the  welfare  of  our  descendants  m  Mis- 
souri, as  well  as  in  the  United  States  generally, 
requires   the   restriction  of  slavery,  how   can  we 
reconcile  it  to  our  sense  of  duty  to  permit  the  un- 
necessary introduction   and    diffusion  of  an    evil 
which  we  are  sure  will  be  the  scourge  of  countless 
generations  7     But,  say  gentlemen,  the  people  now 
in  Missouri  may  not  choose  to  exclude  slavery ; 
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politics  with  religion.     I  am  for  keepiag  Church  ' 
and  State  separate,  on  all  occasions.     I  cannot,  j 
however,  help  noticing  a  remark  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Pinckney.)     I  under- 
stood him  to  say,  that  slavery  could  not  be  incon- 
sistent with  religion,  because  the  Deity  permits  a 
large  portion  of  the  human  race  to  be  held  in  , 
bondage.     I  am  sure  the  gentleman  did  not  re- ' 
fleet  on  the  extent  to  which  such  an  argument 
would  go,  or  he  would  not  have  advanced  it.    Sir, 
if  that  doctrine  were  correct,  it  would  go  to  sanc- 
tion every  evil  that  is  permitted  to  exist  in  society ; 
and  we  should  find  little  reason  to  smile,  or  be  sur-  ' 
prised,  at  the  quaint  determination  of  the  liberty- 
loving  fathers  and   founders  of  New  England,  ! 
who,  we  are  told,  resolved  that  they  would  be 
governed  by  the  laws  of  CJod  until  they  could  en-  } 
act  others  better  suited  to  their  condition.     But,  | 
sif^  I  must  beg  leave  to  say,  that  the  religion  which  I 
sanctifies  the  unnecessary  existence  of  slavery,  is  i 
not   the  religion  which  we  profess  in   Pennsyl-  • 
rania.  I 

It  has  been  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  opposition  i 
to  this  amendment,  that  all  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  have  a  right  to  the  territory  west  of  | 
the  Mississippi,  inasmuch  as  it  was  purchased  with  { 
their  money ;  that,  therefore,  Congress  cannot  pre-  • 
vent  citizens  from  removing  thither  with  their  | 
slaves  and  other  property.  But  it  is  admitted  that  j 
the  people  of  Missouri  may,  themselves,  exclude  I 
slavery.  Now,  if  it  be  a  right  which  belongs  to  a  j 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  as  such,  to  remove ; 
there  with  every  description  of  property,  how 
comes  it  that  his  slaves  may  be  thus  excluded  ?  ' 
Can  sixty  thousand  people,  by  forming  a  State  i 
government  in  one  of  your  territories,  abridge  the  | 
rights  of  citizens  of  the  United  States?  When  I 
the  public  lands  are  thrown  into  the  market,  can  I 
these  Missourians  exclude  all  purchasers  who  wish  | 
to  come  there  with  their  slaves  ?  It  would  seem  | 
that  they  can  ;  and  this,  to  my  mind,  conclusively  j 
shows  that  the  right  to  carry  slaves  into  the  new  ! 
States  is  not  a  right  of  an  United  States'  citizen,  I 
as  such.  But  again  :  it  is  generally  conceded,  that  | 
Congress  may  prohibit  slavery  in  a  territory  ;  and  \ 
yet,  if  holding  and  carrying  slaves  were  one  of  the  i 
rights  of  a  citizen  as  aforesaid,  such  prohibition  j 
would  seem  to  be  a  more  direct  infringement  of  | 
that  right,  because  the  territory  is  the  common  j 
property  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  My  I 
inference,  therefore,  is,  that  the  right  to  carry  j 
slaves  into  a  new  State,  or  territory,  is  not  a  federal  j 
rij^t.  I  consider  the  right,  if  it  may  be  so  called, ; 
01  holding  mankind  as  slaves,  to  be  a  local  one, 
derived  from  those  State  institutions  where  slavery 
is  already  permitted. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  cannot  but  view  this  ardent 
desire  to  introduce  slavery  into  Missouri,  as  some- 
what analoijous  to  the  mania  for  banking,  which 
lately  prevailed  to  such  an  unfortunate  degree  in 
some  of  the  States.  A  number  of  speculators  were 
so  infatuated  with  the  prospect  of  gain,  by  bank- 
ing, that  no  argument  could  prevail  with  them  to 
pause,  or  to  calculate  the  dangers  of  the  scheme. 
They  persisted  in  the  delusion  until  they  had  well 
nigh  ruined  the  country,  and  entailed  upon  it  a 


vitiated  currency,  which  can  only  be  eradicated  by 
a  long  period  of  suffering  and  privation.     So  will 
it  be,  but  with  consequences  a  thousand  fold  more 
aggravated,  if  slavery  be  permitted  in  Missouri. 
The  people  of  that  State,  or  their  posterity,  will 
find,  when  it  is  too  late,  that,  by  yielding  to  the 
seductions  of  a  fallacious,  temporary  interest,  there 
will  be  entailed  upon  them  a  perpetual  curse — an 
evil  without  a  remedy  ;  and,  what  is  more  to  the 
purpose  of  the  present  argument,  an  evil  which  will 
not  merely  aflect  themselves,  but  the  whole  Union. 
It  will  impair  the  strength  and  existing  relations 
of   the  Union;    and,   therefore,   Pennsylvania    is 
deeply  interested  in  preventing  such  an  evil.     Sir, 
Pennsylvania  has  a  deep  interest  in  the  perpetuity 
of  this  Union.   Her  locality — her  territory,  stretch- 
ing from  the  Delaware  to  the  Ohio — and  partak- 
ing partly  of  the  character  of  an  Atlantic,  and 
partly  that  of  a  Western  State ;  her  habits,  and 
her  attachments,  all  afford  a  strong  pledge  of  her 
devotion  to  the  Union:  and  she  cannot  fail  to  be 
sensibly  alive  to  every  measure  calculated  to  affect 
the  bonds  of  our  Confederacy.      She  regards  the 
unnecessary  extension  of  slavery  in  the  new  States 
as  a  measure  of  that  description — as  a  most  per- 
nicious and  dangerous  measure.     It  is,  in  her  esti- 
\nation,  subversive  of  the  true  principles  of  the 
Constitution  ;  incompatible  with  the  high  charac- 
ter of  our  Government,  and  repugnant  to  every 
dictate  of  sound  policy.     Nor  can  these  views  be 
interpreted  to  the  disparagement  of  Pennsylvania. 
Are  they  not  consistent  with  the  eternal  and  im- 
mutable laws  of  truth  and  justice?     Do  they  not 
accord  with  the  established  character  of  Pennsyl- 
vania ?    What  is  her  character?   Gentlemen  have 
taken  occasion  to  eulogize  their  respective  Stateh, 
with  great  justice  and  eloquence,  and  I  can  see  no 
reason   why  I   may   not  attempt,   in   my  humble 
style,  to  tell  the  simple,  honest  truth,  of  mine.     Is 
she  aspiring  or  ambitious?    Does  she  assume  more 
than  becomes  her  as  a  member  of  this  Union? 
The  honorable  Speaker  has  told  you,  and  told  you 
truly,  that  she  is  ^^  unassuming."     Is  she  not  mild, 
and  just,  and  humane,  in  her  policy?   Consult  her 
institutions.     Is  she  not  Republican  ?     Yes,   sir, 
she  presents  to  you,  in  her  sons,  a  phalanx  of  Re- 
publicans, whose  firmness  and  inflexible  devotion 
to  the  true  principles  of  liberty  may   challenge 
comparison  with  those  of  any  of  her  sisters.     Is 
she  hostile  to  her  sisters  of  the  South?     Hostile^ 
sir !  on  the  contrary,  she  entertains  the  warmest 
affection  for  them.     She  rejoices  in  their  prosper- 
ity, and  sympathizes  with  their  adversity.     Wnen 
calamities  overtake  them,  she  feels  and  she  acts  as 
becomes  her — as  becomes  a  true  and  virtuous  mem- 
ber of  this  political   family.     If  proof  were  de- 
manded, I  need  only  refer  you  to  her  proceedings 
at  this  moment,  in  relation  to  a  recent  and  dread- 
ful calamity  in  the  South,  (the  fire  at  Savannah.) 
Sir,  they  are  worthy  of  her ;  and  I  take  pleasure 
in  adding,  that,  in  the  district  from  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  come,  every  township  in  the  respect- 
able county  where  I  reside  has  a  committee  now 
employed  in  procuring  relief  for  the  sufferers. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  mention  not  these  things  vaunt- 
ingly;  I  would    disdain  to  do  so.      It  would   be 
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offensive  to  the  generous  .spirits  engaged   in  the 
laudable  work.     I  notice  them  solely  to  show  that 
Pennsylvania  is  anything  but  hostile;  that  she 
possesses  and  cherishes  the  kindest  feelings  towards 
the  South.     Is  she  hostile  to  Southern  polities? 
Let  the  unostentatious  annals  of  her  political  ca- 
reer furnish  the  answer.     No,  sir  ;  it  has  been  her 
pride  to  act  with  the  Republicans  of  the  Southern 
States.      Her   sons   have    marched    with    them, 
shoulder  to  shoulder,  in  the  various  struggles  for 
political   rights  and   national  honor;   and'^  when 
some  of  her  temporarily  misguided  sisters  have 
been  vexed  at  her  uiideviating  course,  they  have 
peevishly  exclaimed— "Pennsylvania  is  partial  to 
Virginia — she  is  devoted   to  the  interests  of  the 
South  !"    Sir,  those  idle  reproaches  moved  her  not. 
She  regarded  them  as  the  ebullitions  of  vexation 
and  disappointment.     Her  object  was  the  estab- 
lishment of  those  great  political  principles  in  the 
administration    of  our   Government,    which    has 
made  it  the  envy  and  the  admiration  of  the  worid. 
In   every   national   contest   for   principles   or  for 
safety,  her  aid  has  been  unceasing,  her  support  in- 
variable; and,  amid  all  the  difficultit^  which  the 
Government  has  found  from  foreign  foes,  or  way- 
ward domestic  factions,  she  has   been  uniformly 
known  as  "faithful  Pennsylvania." 

Away,  then,  with  every  insinuation  that  Penn- 
sylvania may  or  can  be  cajoled  or  influenced  on 
this  question,  by  the  spirit  which  erst  displayed  it- 
self at  Hartford,  or  any  other  unhallowed  spirit. 
Sir,  any  imputation  of  that  sort,  from  any  quarter 
whatever,  is  as  groundless  as  it  is  illiberal ;  and 
she  repels  it  with  scorn.  She  acts  from  the  noblest 
motive  that  can  animate  the  human  breast,  and 
from  a  ckar  and  thorough  conviction  that  the 
adoption  of  the  proposition  before  you  is  essential 
to  the  wt'llare,  the  honor,  and  the  safety  of  the  j 
Republic.  The  unanimous  voice  of  her  legisla- 1 
live  councils  on  this  subject,  attests  her  deep  sense 
of  its  importance;  and  I  trust  her  Representatives 
here  will  respond,  with  fidelity,  to  her  wishes. 

Mr.  Whitman,  of  Massachusetts,  followwl,  on 
the  same  side,  and  advocated  the  restriction,  in  a 
speech  of  neariy  two  hours.  When  he  had  fin- 
ished, several  other  gentlemen  rose  ;  but  Mr.  Sim- 
kins  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  floor;  and,  on  his 
motion,  the  Committee  rose,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Thursday,  February  17. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
ihe  Secretary  of  War  on  the  petitions  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  on  behalf 
of  Captain  Bigger's  company  of  Rangers,  and  of 
Daniel  D.  Norton;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Anderso.n,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  paying 
to  the  State  of  Illinois  three  per  cent,  of  the  nel 
proceeds  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
within  the  same  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  amendmeDt  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  bills 
from  this  House  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit: 


"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ether  Shepley,  adminis- 
trator of  Thomas  Buckminster,  late  lieutenant  in 
the  33d  regiment  of  the  United  States  Infantry;" 
and  an  "  Act  for  the  relief  of  William  McDonald, 
deceased,  late  captain  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,"  were  read,  and  severally  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  proceeded,  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  to  the  consideration  of  this  bill,  and 
the  amendment  proposed  thereto  by  Mr,  Taylob. 

Mr.  SiMKiNs,  of  South  Carolina,  resumed  the 
debate,  and  spoke  more  than  an  hour  against  the 
restriction. 

Mr.  Dennison,  of  Pennsylvania,  took  the  other 
side,  and  spoke  some  time  in  support  of  the  restric- 
tion. 

Mr.  Tyler,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the  Chair  as 
follows: 

Mr.  T.  .«;aid  that  he  regretted  that  the  state  of 
his  health  had   been  such  as,  heretofore,  to  have 
prevented  him  from  taking  part  in  this  debate; 
that,  although  he  had  not  entirely  recovered  from 
that  indisposition,  yet,  that  he  felt  himself  called 
on  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  express  his  sentiments  on 
this  important  question;  important,  not  only  as  to 
the  actors  of  this  day  ;  important,  not  only  as  to 
the  present  point  of  time,  but  vitally  so,  as^^p  the 
permanency  of  our  political  institutions,  and,  of 
consequence,  important  to  the  interests  of  ages  yet 
unborn.     The  day  has  not  long  passed,  said  ne, 
in  which  this  country  was  divided  between  two 
great   parties;  the  struggle  then   was   for  office. 
That  state  of  things  might  be  considered  as  natu- 
ral  to  a   Republic.     But  party  spirit  has  almost 
entirely  disappeared.     When  at  its  greatest  height 
what  did  it  amount  to  ?     It  gave  to  you  some  un- 
easiness, it  is  true,  in  the  time  of  your  travail  and 
difficulty,    but,  under  its  influence,    the   country 
prospered,  and  our  most  anxious  wishes  were  con- 
summated.    But  behold  now  our  situation  !    You 
have  no  longer  the  man  of  the  North  against  the 
man  of  the  North,  but  State  against  State — the 
North,  and  East  against  the  South  and  West — 
one   moiety  of  this  country  arrayed   against  the 
other.     Sir,  the  republican  of  the  North  has  now 
turned  his  back  on  the  republican  of  the  South. 
I  call  on  him  to  pause ;  I  require  of  him  to  re- 
member the  days  which  we  have  seen  together. 
In  times  of  great  peril  we  have  been  united ;  difli- 
culties  have  vanished  before  us  ;  and,  by  our  united 
policy,  the  high  destinies  of  our  common  country 
nave  been  advanced.     Say  that  you  triumph  on 
this  occasion.     Over  whom  do  you  triumph  ?     I 
will  tell  you  :  over  those  who  have  heretofore  been 
your  friends;  over   those  who   waded  with  you 
through  the  perils  and  difficulties  of  your  Revo- 
lutionary struggle ;  over  men  whose  destinies  have 
been  united  with  yours  since  the  dark  period  of 
1798  and  1799  ;  whom,  since  that  period,  you  have 
met  here  as  firm  and  steadfast  friends.     Poor  is  the 
triumph — unw^orthy  the  trophy! 

Sir,  said  he,  we  have  heard  much  of  excitement, 
of  irritation.  How  has  it  arisen,  and  who  has 
produced  it?    Let  it  be  set  down  in  the  tablets  of 
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ence.  From  it  they  have  gathered  that  which,  as 
an  abstract  truth,  I  am  not  disposed  to  deny  :  "that 
all  men  are,  by  nature,  equally  free,  sovereign,  and 
independent."  Can  this  proposition  admit  of  ap- 
plication to  a  state  of  society  ?  Does  not  its  fal- 
lacy meet  you  in  every  walk  of  life?  Distinctions 
will  exist.  Virtue  and  vice,  wealth  and  poverty, 
industry  and  idleness,  constitute  so  many  barriers, 
which  human  power  cannot  break  down, and  which 
will  ever  prevent  us  from  carrying  into  operation, 
in  exttiiso^  this  great  principle.  Take  this  princi- 
ple and  preach  it  up  to  the  monarchs  of  the  world  ; 
will  they  descend  from  their  lofty  eminences,  or 


your  memory  that  it  is  the  work  of  the  North,  and 
not  of  the  South.  A  bill  is  reported  in  the  usual 
form  for  the  admission  of  a  Territory  as  an  inde- 
pendent State  into  this  Union  ;  and  the  unusual 
and  extraordinary  proposition  is  made  to  abridge 
it  in  the  exercise  of  an  essential  right.  We  have 
a  right  to  demand  the  reason  of  this  innovation. 
Other  States  have  been  admitted  without  this  re- 
striction. Why  is  it  that  you  now  assume  to  your- 
selves the  exercise  of  this  power  ?  Are  the  people 
of  Missouri  less  capable  of  adopting  measures  cal- 
culated to  advance  their  happiness  than  the  people 
of  the  other  States?     Who  are  they  ?     They  are  ^ 

identified  with  ourselves;  they  are  emigrants  from  ;  raise  mankind  to  a  level  with  themselves?  No, 
all  the  States.  They  have  carried  with  them  the  [  sir,  the  principle,  although  lovely  and  beautiful, 
■very  principles  which  we  possess;  their  stock  of  j  cannot  obliterate  those  distinctions  in  society  which 
intelligence  is  as  great,  in  proportion  to  their  num-  society  itself  engenders  and  gives  birth  to.  Liberty 
bers,  as  is  to  be  found  elsewhere.  Be  sure,  then,  I  and  equality  are  captivating  sounds  ;  but  they  of- 
that  you  have  the  right,  and  that  it  is  good  policy  !  ten  captivate  to  destroy.  England  had  her  Jack 
to  adopt  this  limitation  on  the  powers  of  that  peo-  I  Cades  and  levellers.  Look,  I  pray  you,  to  revolu- 
ple.  If  you  doubt  as  to  either  the  right  or  the  pol-  j  tionary  France.  These  were  the  principles  of  that 
icy,  remember  that,  as  to  the  first,  you  cannot  i  day.  Mark  the  consequences !  Murder  and  ra- 
satisfy  your  consciences  by  the  exercise  of  doubt-  pine  stalked  over  the  land,  and  the  guillotine,  the 
ful  power  ;  and  that,  as  to  the  last,  to  doubt  should  work,  too,  of  a  philanthropist  of  that  day,  was  the 
induce  you  to  abstain  from  acting.  All  experience  sad  monument  of  this  fallacy.  Liberty  and  equal- 
proves  that  they  who  act  in  obedience  to  the  die-  |  ity  was  proclaimed  by  Robespierre  and  his  asso- 
tates  of  a  doubtful  policy  may,  by  possibility,  be  ciatts,  at  the  very  moment  that  they  were  enrich- 
right,  but  that  they  are  much  more  often  wrong  ing  the  fields  of  France  with  the  blood  of  her 
than  right.  '  citizens.     Nor  was  the  doctrine  confined  to  polit- 

Gentlemcn  have  attempted  to  show  the  Consti-    ical   institutions,  but,   advancing  with   a   daring 
tutional  right   to   impose   this  condition,  and  in  !  step,  fought  even  with  the  Creator,«nd  mocked  at 
what  manner?     They  have  hunted  through  every    the  immutable  truth  of  religion, 
section  of  the  Constitution  ;  one  fixes  on  one  clause,  i      Turn  your  eyes  also  to  South  America.     The 
another  •n  another,  and,  by  a  course  of  ingenuity    throne  of  the  Incas  was  washed  from  under  them 
almost  ijfitangible,  have  attempted  to  extract  this    by  the  tide  which  flowed  in  from   Spain.     The 
grand  disideratum  of  powers.     For  one,  on  such    native  of  the  forest  was  deprived  of  his  freedom, 
an  occasion,  I  not  only  require  that  you  shall  rea-    and  made  to  toil  for  his  new  master.     Then,  too, 
son  ingeniously,  but  that  you  shall  render  your    sprung  up  a  philanthropist,  who  claimed  for  the 
power  clear  and  manifest.     Tell  me  not  of  implied    Indian  an  equal  rank  in  creation  with  the  iiihabi- 
and  doubtful  powers ;  against  th(  m   I  weigh  the    tants  of  Spain.     His  claim  was  admitted,   and 
very  nature  oi  our  Government,  and  the  spirit  of    Africa  mourned  over  the  mistake,  and  her  deepest 
our  institutions.     They  are   founded  on  the  grtat    curses  may  still  be  uttered  against  tlie  memory  of 
principle  that  man  is  capable  of  self-government ;    Las  Casas.     But,  Mr.  Chairman,  although  I  do 
that  he  requires  no  foreign  aid  in  regulating  his    not  Ixlieve  that  this  principle  of  equality  can  be 
domestic  concerns.     Our  Revolution  was  founded    applied  to  man  in  exleiiso,  yet  I  love  it,  and  admire 
on  this  principle  ;  England  denied  to  us  the  right    it  as  an  abstract  truth,  and  will  carry  it  into  opera- 
to  legislate,  except  by  her  special  authority  ;  nay,    tion  whensoever  I  can  ;  and,  sir,  I  call  on  gentle- 
she  proclaimed  the  very  principle  which  you  now    men  to  lend  me  their  aid  in  the  present  instance, 
proclaim  as  applicable  to  Missouri — the  right  to    If  we  cannot  raise  the  black  man  up  to  the  level 
bind  you  by  her  own  system  of  legislation.     To  ,  with  the  white — and  that  we  have  not  the  consti- 
this  the  American  spirit  did  not  bow.     It  went    tutional  power  to  do  so  none  here  have  denied — 
forth  to  the  battle,  in  the  majesty  of  its  strength,    let  us  raise,  at  least,  the  white  man  up  to  this  level, 
and  achieved   the   victory   of  our   independence.    Extend  an  equality  of  rights  to  the  p>eople  of  Mis- 
But,  sir,  the  principle  which  we  are  called  on  to    souri.     Place  them  upon  a  footing  with  the  people 
adopt,  goes,  by  a  sightless  distance,  farther  than    of  New  York,  Connecticut,  and  of  the  other  States. 
England  ever  dared  to  go.     Her  acts  of  legislation    What  are  the  rights  of  the  people  of  Connecticut 
were  fleeting  and  ephemeral;  liable  at  all  times  to    and  the  other  States?     They  have  the  right  to 
repi'al;  but  we  are  to  legislate,  not  only  for  the    alter,   to  amend,   to   abolish   their   constitutions. 
present  day,  but  for  all  ages  to  come.     This  re-    Connecticut  has  lately  done  so.     Will  you  deny 
striction,  if  adopted,  is  unalterable  and  inlermina-    to  the  p<'ople  of  Missouri  this  right  ?     You  say  to 
ble  in  its  duration.    No  succeeding  generation  have    the  people  of  New  York,  alter  your  constitution  as 
any  powt  rover  it.     It  constitutes  the  very  essence    you  see  fit  in  all  its  parts.     Will  you  say  in  the 


of  the  political  existence  of  Missouri.  It  is  the 
condition  precedent,  and  must,  through  all  future 
time,  attach  to  the  estate.  Gentlemen  have  ex- 
ultingly.jread  to  us  the  Declaration  of  I ndqpend- 


.same  breath  to  the  people  of  Missouri,  you  shall 
not  exercise  this  right  in  regard  to  your  constitu- 
tion ?  Is  this  your  boasted  equality  ?  If  it  be,  sir, 
"  I  will  have  none  of  it."     It  is  base  coin,  and  will 
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not  pass  current.     This  is  said,  too,  to  be  a  paren- 
tal care  for  Missouri.     I  am  pleased  with  plain  and 
simple  illustrations:  would  a  father  act  in  the  way 
in  which  you  propose  to  act  ?     His  child  has  at- 
tained the  age  of  twenty-one ;  by  the  laws  of  so- 
ciety that  child  is  entitled  to  an  equality  of  rights 
with  himself;  and  what  would  you  think  of  the 
parent  who  should  say  to  the  child,  "  Sir,  you  dre 
now  a  man,  but  you  shall  not  exercise  the  rights 
of  a  man,   except  upon  condilums?'^     Would  the 
child  submit?     Would  a  kind  parent  hold  such 
language?    No,  he  would  resort  to  advice;  would 
adopt  the  course  which  is  recommended  by  the 
gentletnan  from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Foot,)  in  a 
resolution  which  he  has  presented.     If  he  pursued 
any  other,  he  would  be  pronounced  arbitrary  and 
cruel.    Let  us  avoid  such  an  imputation.   Missouri 
is  now  full  grown  ;  this,  your  ofltspring,  has  attain- 
ed full  age ;  attempt  no  longer  to  trammel  her  ; 
let  her  set  up  for  herself,  and,  although  you  may 
advise  her,  do  not  attempt  to  force  her.     Sir,  she 
will  not,  and  ought  not,  submit  to  force ;  she  would 
disgrace  her  parent  stock  if  she  did  so.     The  proud 
Roman  spirit  which  inhabits  every  portion  of  this 
country,  spurns  control.     Would  you  humble  this 
spirit  if  you  could  ?     If  you  would,  you  cannot  do 
it ;  but  if  you  could,  your  country  would  have  no 
cause  to  thank  you  for  so  doing. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Ser- 
geant,) who  addressed  us  some  days  since,  has 
attempted  a  distinction  between  the  old  and  new 
States;  and,  in  the  first  place,  he  tells  us  that  the 
old  States  are  creators  of  the  Constitution,  and 
that   the  new    States   are  its  creatures.     VVhere 
would  this  argument  stop?     Would  it  not  apply 
with  equal  force  to  the  last  and  present  generation, 
as  to  the  old  and  new  States?     And  yet  the  gen- 
tleman would  scarcely  contend  that  one  generation 
of  men  were  possessed  rightfully  of  more  political 
power  than  another.     Are  not  our  rights  the  same 
as  those  of  our  predecessors,  although  they  origi- 
nated the  very  Constitution  under  which  they  are 
now  assembled  ?     But,  sir,  this  Constitution  is  the 
creature  also  of  the  new  States.     They  support  it 
by  their   influence:    they,   equally   with  the   old 
States,  have  the  power  to  amend,  to  alter,  to  abol- 
ish it.     The  creature,  then,  is  armed  with  power 
over  the  creator.     The  answer  to  the  argument 
proves  its  fallacy.     Government,  whenever  it  may 
have  originated,  by  whomsoever  created,  receives 
from  each  succeeding  generation  of  men  a  new 
being  ;  not  by  an  open  and  express  act,  but  by  im- 
plication.    If  it  remains  unaltered,  it  is  owing  to 
the  implied  assent  which  is  given  to  it  by  the  com- 
munity on  whom  it  operates.     So,  sir,  this  Con- 
stitution is  but  the  creature  of  the  new  States  as 
well  as  the  old,  liable  to  their  amendments,  and 
continued  only  as  the  creature  of  the  common  will. 
But  the  same  gentleman  tells  us  that  we  have  an 
interest  in  the  soil  of  the  new  States  which  we 
have  not  in  the  old.     That  we  have  more  soil  in 
the  new  States  than  the  old,  is  certainly  true.    But 
the  powers  of  this  Government  over  its  dock-yards 
arsenals,  depots,  dec.  in  the  old  States,  are  equally 
great,  if  not  much  greater,  than  its  powers  over 
its  undisposed-of  territory  in  the  new  Stales.    Nay, 


by  the  Constitution  itself,  your  power  is  absolute 
over  the  property  in  the  old  States,  whereas  it  is 
but  limited  in  regard  to  that  in  the  new.  In  regard 
to  the  last,  you  are  limited  to  "  needful  rules,"  to 
enable  you  to  sell  or  dispose  of  it ;  in  regard  to  the 
other,  you  are  almost  unlimited  in  your  power. 
There  is  nothing,  then,  in  these  distinctions  ;  they 
are  but  imaginary.  All  the  States  are  equal  in 
political  rights.  The  member  who  shall  come 
from  Missouri  will  be  invested  with  equal  rights 
with  a  member  coming  from  New  York. 

The  honorable  member  from  Pennsylvania  has 
inaagined,  that  he  has  found  the  right  to  impose 
this  condition  on  Missouri  in  the  supposed  right  to 
make  a  compact  with  a  State,  or  with  the  people 
of  a  territory.     I  will  not  stop  to  inquire  into  the 
full  extent  of  this  right.     For  the  sake  of  the  argu- 
ment let  it  be  admitted  that  this  right  does  not 
exist  in  Congress;   yet  what  does  it  prove?    In 
my  opinion,  nothing.     What  will  the  gentleman 
do  with  the  'reaty  of  18U3  ?     By  that  treaty  we 
have  stipulated,  that  "inhabitants  of  the  ceded 
territory  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  soon  as 
possible."     The  right  to  admission  then,  on  the  part 
of  Missouri,  is  perfect,  is  absolute.     Can  you,  in  any 
manner,  destroy   this  perfect  right  ?      Can    you, 
by  the  right  which  you  have  to  enter  into  a  com- 
pact, destroy  a  perfect  right,  on  the  part  of  Mis- 
souri, to  admission?    No,  sir.     She  has  a  right  to 
admittance ;  you  cannot  gainsay  it,  nor  can  you 
destroy  it.     Let  her  come  into  the  Union,  and  then 
we  will  inquire  whether  you  can  enter  into  a  con- 
tract for  political  power.     She  will  then  be  a  free 
agent,  no  longer  in  duress.     The  compact  which 
you  then  make  may  be  obligatory  on  her.     Sir,  I 
cannot  withhold  the  expression  of  some  astonish- 
ment at  a  remark  made  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man.    He  told  us  that,  sooner  than  admit  Missouri, 
without  restriction,  he  would  narrow  her  boun- 
daries ;  nay,  that  he  would  cut  her  in  twain  ;  that 
he  would  divide  her  into  two  small  States;  but 
that,  if  she  accepted  this  condition,  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  her  present  boundaries.     What  language 
is  this  to  hold  to  Missouri  ?    Excitement  enough 
already  prevails  among  her  inhabitants,  and  this 
declaration,  instead  of  appeasing,  is  calculated  to 
swell  it  to  a  flood.     You  have  given  her  every  as- 
surance that  she  should  be  admitted  with  her  pres- 
ent limits.     Last  year  you  carved  out  from  her 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas;   you  marked  out  her 
limits  ;  you  held  out  to  her  every  reason  to  beliere 
that  she  should  come  in  as  one  aiid  indivisible ;  and 
nowwhat  language  is  held  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  ?    These  fond  hopes  are  to  become 
illusory.     These  anticipations  were  calculated  but 
to  deceive.     Your  right  arm  shall  be  lopped  oflf 
from  your  body — your  family  compact  be  broken 
up,  unless  you  yield  to  a  dictatorial  policy,  and 
throw  yourself  at   the   foot  of  Congress,  bound 
and  fettered.     Does  this  comport  with  magnani- 
mous policy  ?    Believe  me,  it  does  not.    No,  sir, 
let  us  resort  to  different  means.     Extend  the  great 
engine  of  redress.     This  will  secure  to  you  the  af- 
fections of  the  people — that  engine  that  tyrants 
know-  nothing  of— that   a   parental  government 
only  applies.     Use  it,  and  the  storm  will  be  ap- 
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peased ;  all  will  again  be  harmony  and   peace. 
The  same  gentleman  has  told  us  of  the  obliga- 
tions under  which  his  State  labors.     We  have  had 
read  to  us  her  act  of  emancipation.  -  Shehascauseto 
be  proud  of  that  act.     It  has  raised  to  her  a  mon- 
ument of  imperishable  glory.    Uut,  suppose  Penn- 
sylvania in  the  attitude  of  Missouri—reverse  the 
picture:  Pennsylvania  is  asking  admittance  into 
the  Union  ;  and  suppose  she  should  be  told,  "  the 
slaveholding  States  have  now  the  majority,  and 
you  cannot  be  admitted  as  a  member  of  this  Con- 
federacy, unless  you  will  repeal  this  your  act,  and 
permit  involuntary  servitude."     What  would  be 
her  course?     Would  she  not  spurn  us  and  our 
propositions  ?    Nay,  would  she  not  dash  them  in 
our  teeth?     What  more  she  would  do,  it  is  not 
for  me  to  say.     She  would  demand  for  herself  the 
right  to  decide  for  herself.     But  now  that  she  can- 
not be  controlled,  will  sfie  overleap  the  principles, 
which,  under  other  circumstances,  would  actuate 
her  ?     Not  satisfied  with  legislating   for  herself, 
shall  she  venture  to  legislate  for  others  ?     I  still 
hope  not,     I  do  still  hope  that  we  shall  do  equal 
justice,  and  obey  that  great  rule  of  morality,  and 
"  do  to  others  as  we  would  that  others  should  do 
unto  us."     And  can  there  be  a  more  conclusive 
argument  against  the  right  to  exercise  this  power 
than  the  casi' which  I  have  supposed?     This  Con- 
stitution was  not  made  for  a  day ;  nor  is  it  com- 
posed of  such  flexible  materials  as  to  be  warped  to 
the  purposes  of  a  casually  ascendant  influence. 
Under  the  arguments  of  gentlemen,  this,  however, 
is  not  its  character.     If  the  slaveholding  States 
have  the  majority  here,  they  may  annex  conditions 
on  new  States  the  reverse  of  that  now  attempted, 
and  such  conditions  would  be  abrogated  by  a  ma- 
jority of  a  different  description.     In  this  contest 
for  power^  countenanced,  as  has  been  urged,  bv  the 
Constitution,  what  becomes  of  the  rights  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  territories  ?     I  take  on  me  to 
rescue  the  frainers  of  the  Constitution  from  such 
gross  inconsistencies.     They  proclaimed  the  doc- 
trine, that  man  had  a  right  to  establish  such  gov- 
ernment as  best  suited  his  own  ideas  of  happiness ; 
and  they  would  have  overthrown  that  very  propo- 
sition, if  they  had  armed  Congress  with  the  jwwer 
of  making  constitutions  for  the  new  communities, 
which,  they  obviously  perceived,  would  spring  up 
within  our  territorial  limits. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Ser- 
geant) h.is  inquired,  Is  the  right  to  hold  persons 
in  bondage  essential   to  sovereignty  ?     1    answer 
this  question  by  asking  others.     Is  the  trial  by  jury 
essential  to  sovereignty  ?     Is  the  habeas  corpus, 
are  Parliament  and  Congress,  essentially  necessary 
to  constitute  a  State  sovereign  ?     No  one  doubts 
the  sovereignty  of  Russia,  or  of  the  Ottoman  Porte ; 
and  yet,  no  trial  by  jury,  no  habeas  corpus  act,  no 
Parliaraeuis  or  Congresses,  are  known  to  these  em- 
pires.    A  State  can  be  sovereign,  and  yet  all  the 
nower  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  a  single  despot. 
In  what,  then,  does  sovereignty  consist  ?    In  noth- 
ing but  the  right  to  decide  whether  there  shall  or 
shall  not  exist  this  or  that  municipal  regulation. 
Deny  to  an  empire  the  volition  of  deciding  for  it- 
self any  question  of  local  policy,  and  you'  neces 


sarily,  so  far  as  the  prohibition  extends,  deprive  it 
of  its  sovereignty.     The  State  must  be  left  com- 
plete volition,  or  otherwise  it  is  a  misuse,  not  to 
say  abuse,  of  terms,  to  call  it  sovereign.     So,  sir, 
if  this  restriction  prevail,  you  may  call  Missouri 
what  else  you  please,  but  she  is  not  sovereign.  If  she 
accepts  this  condition,  she  may  be  the  menial  of 
the  other  States,  but  she  is  neither  equal  to  them, 
nor,  like  them,  sovereign.     Sir,  the  same  gentle- 
man has  urged  that  the  principles  of  our  Gov- 
ernment are  opposed  to  slavery.     And  one  reason 
which  has  led  him  to  the  adoption  of  this  opinion  is, 
that   the   word  "slave"  is  nowhere  used   in  the 
Constitution.     This  is  a  broad  proposition,  and,  if 
true,  none  of  us  in  the  Union  have  any  security 
for  any  article  of  our  property.     Is  any  other  sort 
of  property  mentioned,  in  totidem  v(rbis,  in  the  in- 
strument ?    And,  if  this  argument  of  the  gentle- 
man be  possessed  of  any  force,  where  shall  we  look 
for  security  ?     Sir,  although  it  would   be  rather 
unreasonable  to  suppose  that  a  constitution  should 
guaranty  articles  of  property  by  name  to  those 
who  lived  under  it,  yet,  so  far  as  was  deemed  ne- 
cessary, our  ^lavt^s  are  guarantied   to  us  in    that 
clause  which  requires  persons,  held  to  service  in 
one  State  and  escaping  into  another,  to  be  delivered 
up  to  the  master.     VVhen,  then,  gentlemen  from 
the  North    proclaim  their  doctrine,  let  them  not 
forget  themselves.     Rail  at  slavery  as  much  as 
you  please ;  I  point  y  ou  to  the  Constitution,  and 
say  to  you,  that  you  have  not  only  aeknowli'dged 
our  right  to  this  species  of  property,  but  that  you 
have gonemuch  further,  and  havebound  yourselves 
to  rivet  the  chains  of  the  slave.     You   not  only 
have  consented  to  tolerate  it,  but  more — when  the 
victim  has  fled  to  you  for  protection  and  counte- 
nance, you  have  agreed  to  deliver  him  over  to  his 
bondage.     Those  who  framed    this  Constitution 
were  sound  practical  men.     They  were  not  led 
away  by  idle  theories.     They  knew  how  to  esti- 
mate the  slaveholding  States.     We  had  just  then 
emerged  from  an  arduous  struggle  for  freedom,  in 
which,  without  union  among  the  whole,  no  part 
could  have  succeeded.     Each  made  sacrifices  to 
the  ^ood  of  the  whole,  and  we  have  experienced 
the  happy  result  of  such  sacrifices.     But,  can  it  be 
credited  that  the  slaveholding  States  ever  would 
have  become  parties  to  this  compact,  if  they  had 
not  supposed  themselves   secured  in  this  species 
of  property  ?     Thus  to  pronounce,  would    be  to 
overlook  that  great  and  almost  exclusive  motive 
to  human  action,  self-interest. 

Gentlemen,  abandoning  the  grounds  taken  by 
them  in  the  opening  of  this  debate,  rely  wholly  on 
the  article  in  the  Constitution  which  devolves  on 
Congress  the  right  to  admit  new  States.  On  this 
point  I  shall  not  dwell.  I  only  require  of  them  to 
read  the  whole  clause,  and  they  will  find  that  the 
admission  must  fje  into  "this  Union."  You  have 
already  been  told,  by  the  member  from  Kentucky, 
(.Mr.  Clay.)  that  "this  Union"  is  made  up  of 
equal  contributions  of  power  by  all  the  States; 
and  the  inference  would,  therefore,  seem  irresisti- 
ble, that  no  more  than  a  similar  contribution  of 
power  could  be  required  of  States  who  have  been, 
or  may  hereafter  be,  admitted.     Grant  me  your 


patience,  sir,  while  I  add  one  other  consideration, 
which,  to  my  mind,  is  conclusive.  You  have  but 
one  mode  of  acquiring  power  constitutionally, 
and  that  is,  by  amendments  adopted  by  three- 
fourths  of  the  States.  Now,  if  you  can  impose 
conditions  on  new  States,  this  remark  is  no  longer 
true.  Take  the  very  case  before  you :  Missouri 
accepts  your  condition,  and,  at  a  future  day,  thinks 
proper  to  repeal  this  clause  in  her  constitution  in- 
hibiting the  introduction  of  slaves ;  a  man  from 
Louisiana  moves  into  that  State  with  his  slaves, 
and,  immediately  on  getting  there,  the  slaves  apply 
for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  In  the  States  now 
existing,  such  a  controversy,  as  well  as  all  con- 
troversies arising  between  citizens  of  the  State, 
are  tried  before  the  tribunals  of  the  State.  Not  so 
in  Missouri.  The  arm  of  your  judiciary  would  be 
extended  between  the  master  and  slave.  You 
have,  then,  added  to  the  powers  of  one  great  de- 
partment of  your  Government,  not  in  the  Consti- 
tutional mode,  but  by  your  compact  with  Missouri. 
Can  you  do  so  ?  If  there  be  any  land-marks  to 
guide  us,  or  boundaries  to  our  power,  you  cannot. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Whit- 
man,) who,  with  great  liberality,  and  much  can- 
dor, addressed  us  on  yesterday,  asks  whether  we 
shall  be  presumed  to  be  held  to  admit  a  new  State 
without  knowing  aught  of  its  internal  police? 
To  this  I  unhesitatingly  answer  in  the  negative. 
Our  right  is  absolute  to  admit  or  refuse;  but  we 
may  exercise  this  right  at  any  time.  In  this  case 
we  have  exercised  it  under  the  treaty  of  cession; 
nor  did  we  do  so  heedlessly.  Missouri  was  at 
that  day  a  wilderness;  and  when  we  agreed  that 
the  whole  of  the  country  ceded  by  France  should 
be  admitted  into  the  Union,  "as  soon  as  possible," 
we  foresaw,  what  has  actually  occurred,  that  this 
territory  would  b?  settled  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  We  then  encountered  no  danger,  nor 
should  we  now,  by  earrying  into  effect  the  stipu- 
lations of  the  treaty.  But  he  contends  that  the 
treaty  is  not  binding  on  U'j  so  as  to  compel  us  to 
admit  a  new  State;  that,  if  it  be  so,  the  President 
and  Senate  might,  by  treaty,  compel  us  to  admit 
St.  Domingo,  or  any  other  Power,  as  a  confeder- 
ate in  this  Union.  This  argument  only  proves 
the  control  which  this  House  has  over  the  treaty- 
making  power,  and  I  readily  concede  that  we  are 
not  bound  by  any  treaty  to  which  we  have  not 
assented.  But  to  the  treaty  of  1803  we  have 
assented  in  a  variety  of  ways.  This  House  voted 
money  to  carry  it  into  effect;  authorized  the  Presi- 
dent to  take  possession  of  the  country  ;  opened 
land  offices;  established  territorial  governments; 
and,  if  acts  can  be  interpreted  to  mean  any  thing, 
ratified  and  confirmed  the  treaty.  It  is  too  late, 
therefore,  for  gentlemen  to  urge  such  considera- 
tions. We  have  exercised  our  volition  ;  our  faith 
is  pledged.  If  the  faith  of  an  individual  was  thus 
pledged,  and  he  did  not  redeem  his  pledges — but, 
sir,  I  will  say  no  more — the  inference  must  be 
obvious  to  all. 

We  are  threatened,  too,  with  the  curses  of  Mis- 
souri, if  we  do  not  impose  this  restriction.  For 
one,  I  never  was  disposed  to  heap  curses  on  the 
head  of  another,  because,  left  a  free  agent,  I  might 


have  involved  myself  in  evil,  Missouri  has  to  de- 
cide for  herself.  The  evils,  if  any  arise,  will  be 
the  offspring  of  her  own  act,  and  she  cannot  blame 
us.  Sir,  we  have  heard  much  of  the  evils  of 
slavery  :  its  evils  have  been  exhibited  in  the  most 
glowing  colors.  With  due  deference  to  gentle- 
men, I  think  their  remarks  on  this  subject  would 
answer  a  b*tter  purpose  if  addressed  to  Missouri, 
assembled  in  convention,  than  addressed  to  us. 
The  people  of  this  Territory  have  "  the  bane  and 
antidote"  both  before  them.  Let  gentlemen  deliv- 
er their  speeches  against  slavery  there;  let  them 
there  send  their  pamphlets.  If  they  have  on  the 
minds  of  the  people  to  whom  they  should  be  prop- 
erly addressed  their  desired  effect,  we  shall  submit. 
Yes,  sir,  if  Missouri,  in  the  exercise  of  her  high  attri- 
bute of  sovereignty,  shall  speak  the  language  of 
emancipation  to  those  who  are  in  bondage  within 
her  borders,  we  shall  be  satisfied.  It  is  the  princi- 
ple alone  for  which  we  contend,  and  for  it  we  shall 
persist  in  contending,  "  to  the  last  syllable  of  re- 
corded time."  Nor  can  I  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Whitman.)  that  those 
who  support  this  restriction  are  the  only  friends  to 
Missouri.  I  think  (if  I  may  be  allowed  so  to  express 
myself)  that  gentlemen  have  a  bad  way  of  show- 
ing their  friendship.  You  may  take  up  a  man 
who  is  walking  the  streets,  going  in  pursuit  of  his 
ordinary  business,  and  throw  him  into  irons,  for 
fear  lest  he  should  fall  into  a  gulf  in  the  course  of 
his  walk,  and  then  proclaim  yourself  his  friend ! 
He  would  have  a  right  to  answer  as  Missouri  will 
on  this  occasion.  He  will  tell  you,  "  I  am  well 
aware  of  what  I  am  about ;  I  see  the  whole  ground 
as  well  as  yourself;  and  it  would  be  as  reasona- 
ble for  me  to  throw  you  into  chains,  to  prevent 
you  from  doing  yourself  an  injury,  as  that  you 
should  arrogate  this  power  over  me."  I  shall  add 
no  more  to  the  inquiry  growing  out  of  the  consti- 
tutionality of  this  measure.  Enough  has  already 
been  said,  and  I  will  not  consume  your  time  unne- 
cessarily. My  mind  is  irresistibly  drawn  to  the 
conclusion  that,  if  we  adopt  this  amendment,  we 
shall  be  guilty  of  an  unwarranted  and  most  mani- 
fest usurpation  of  power. 

But,  even  if  we  were  invested  with  the  Consti- 
tutional power  to  impose  this  restriction,  yet  to  do 
so  would  be  unjust  and  impolitic.  This  Territwy 
has  been  purchased  out  of  the  common  nurse:  the 
South  and  the  North  have  contributed  alike.  We 
are  then  joint  tenants  in  the  estate,  and,  without 
doing  an  act  of  gross  injustice,  you  cannot  oust  us 
of  our  right  to  an  equal  participation  with  your- 
selves in  all  its  benefits.  But  the  injustice  of 
the  measure  is  still  more  manifest  in  reference  to 
individuals  from  the  South  who  have  made  pur- 
chases of  land  with  a  view  of  settlement.  You 
opened  this  country  to  bidders  from  all  the  States. 
The  planter  from  the  South  entered  the  market; 
and  now,  when  he  is  in  the  very  act  of  moving 
on  the  estate  thus  acquired,  Congress  announces  its 
determination  to  prevent  his  completing  the  very 
object  of  his  purchase,  by  preventing  him  from 
carrying  with  him  his  laborers  !  Is  this  just  ?  Will 
you  not  have  "paltered  with  him  in  a  doable 
sense?"     Nay,  he  derived  assurances  from  the 
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treaty;  and  not  only  so,  but  from  the  fact  of  Lou- 
isiana having  been  admitted  unrestricted,  that  he 
should  exi)erience  no  interruption  in  executing  his 
purpose.     Such  a  course  does  not  comport  with 
propriety  and   justice.      Gentlemen  should  have 
issued  their  proclamation  before  the  Territory  was 
settled — a  course  however  which,  even  in  regard 
to  an  unsettled  territory,  I  should  deny  to  be  Con- 
stitutional— and  distinctly  announced  their  views 
and  intentions,  and  then  men  would  have  acted 
with  their  eyes  open.     This  usurpation  then  would 
at  least  have  been  attended  with  the  semblance 
of  justice;  but  now,  when  you  have  invited  pur- 
chasers, to  draw  a  line  of  distinction  between  them,  j 
cannot  be  any  other  than  unjust  and,  I  was  about 
to  add,  grossly  unjust.     I  might  rest  satisfied  here, 
and  avoid  any  further  remarks  on  the  policy  of 
this  measure;  for,  if  it  comport  not  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  justice,  an  American  Legislature  surely 
will  not  entertain  it.     But  its  impolicy  is  rendered 
manifest  by  many  other  considerations.     We  come 
here  to  legislate  for  the  Union.     One  moiety  of 
the  Union  is   deeply  interested  in  opposing  this 
restriction.     Slavery  has  been  represented  on  all 
hands  as  a  dark  cloud,  and  the  candor  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Whitman)  drove 
him  to  the  admission  that  it  would   be  well  to 
disperse  this  cloud.     In  this  sentiment,  I  entirely 
concur  with  him.     How  can  you  otherwise  disarm 
it?     Will  you  suffer  it  to  increase  in  its  darkness 
over  a  particular  portion  of  this  land   until  its 
horrors  shall  burst  upon  it?     Will  you  permit  the 
lightnings  of  its  wrath  to  break  upon  the  South, 
when,  by  the   interposition  of  a  wise  system  of 
legislation,  you  may  reduce  it  to  a  summer  s  cloud  ? 
How  is  the  North  interested  in  pursuing  such  a 
course?     The  man  of  the  North  is  far  removed 
from  its  influence:  he  may  smile,  and  experience 
no  disquietude.     But,  exclude  this  property  from 
Missouri,  by  the  exercise  of  an  arbitrary  power ; 
shut  it  out  from  the  Territories ;  and  I  maintain 
that  you  do  not  consult  the  interests  of  this  Union. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  also  con- 
ceded that  for  which  we  contend — that,  by  ditfus- 
mg  this  population  extensively,  you  increase  the 
prospects  oi  emancipation.     What  enabled  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  and  other  States,  to  adopt 
the  language  of  universal  emancipation.     Rely  on 
it,  nothing  but  the  paucity  of  the  numbers  of  their 
slaves.     That  which  it  would  have  been  criminal 
in  those  States  not  to  have  done,  would  be  an  act 
of  political  suicide  in  Georgia  or  South  Carolina  to 
do.    By  this  dispersion  you  also  ameliorate  the  con- 
dition of  the  black  man  ;  for  I  appeal  to  gentlemen 
who  come  from  the  South  to  say,  whether  the  bet- 
tering of  the  condition  of  the  slave  has  not  been  ow- 
ing to  the  increased  demand  for  his  labor?     This 
increased  demand  has  made  it  the  interest  of  the 
master,  independent  of  other  considerations,  to  be 
more  tender  in  his  treatment  to  his  dependants. 
These  considerations  and  concessions  on  the  part 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  had  led  me 
to  hope  that  his  conclusions  also  would  have  cor- 
responded with  my  own  ;  but  unfortunately  he 
saw,  or  fancied  he  saw,  humanity  urging  him  to 
the  extinguishment  of  the  African   slave  trade. 


Some  slaves  have  certainly  been  smuggled  into 
the  State  of  Georgia,  and  po.ssibly  into  Louisiana, 
in  o])position  to  our  laws.  The  number  has  not 
been  accurately  ascertained.  The  Speaker  placed 
us  in  possession  of  information  which  limits  the 
number  to  something  upwards  of  four  hundred 
in  the  last  ten  years.  This  estimate  may  be  too 
small.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  feelings  and  senti- 
ments of  all  honorable  men  must  be  opposed  to 
that  horrid  traffic.  We,  sir,  will  go  to  almost  any 
extn.'mity  to  put  an  end  to  it.  But,  what  did  the 
gentleman  concede  ?  He  told  us  that  he  limited 
his  views,  as  a  politician,  to  the  period  of  one  hun- 
dred years,  and  that  the  demand  for  slaves  in  the 
country  in  which  slavery  now  existed,  would  not 
fully  be  satisfied  for  thai  period.  Even  then,  if 
this  restriction  on  Missouri  prevailed,  and  you  do 
not  abolish  this  trade  by  a  bold  legislation,  it  will 
measureably  continue  fur  one  hundred  years.  But 
the  gentleman  contends  that,  by  opening  Mis.souri, 
you  open  a  new  market,  and  thereby  increase  the 
price  of  this  property,  and  that  additional  tempta- 
tions to  smuggling  will  be  the  necessary  conse- 
quence. Now  let  it  be  remembered,  that  smug- 
gling can  only  take  place  on  the  .seaboard,  and 
that  Missouri  is  an  inland  Stale.  In  addition  to 
this,  cast  your  eye  on  the  map,  and  you  will  find 
that  Missouri  is  in  the  same,  or  nearly  the  same, 
latitude  with  Virginia  ;  a  small  portion  of  it,  if 
any,  is  a  cotton  country.  The  products  of  its  soil 
are  the  same  with  those  in  Virffinia.  Now,  sir, 
no  instance  falls  within  my  recollection  of  slaves 
being  brought  from  abroad  into  Virginia — and 
why?  For  tbe  obvious  reason,  if  for  none  other, 
that  a  better  market  is  opened  for  them  in  the  cot- 
ton country.  That  rich  staple  of  the  most  South- 
ern State  has,  for  many  years,  as  was  well  ob- 
served by  the  Speaker,  regulated  the  price  of  slaves. 
There  has  been  a  constant  drain  from  Virginia; 
no  demand  exists  for  them  there,  of  any  great  con- 
sequence. Our  corn  sells  for  little  or  nothing ; 
our  flour  commands  no  price ;  and  our  tobacco, 
which,  like  cotton  now,  formerly  regulated  the 
price  of  labor,  rots  in  our  warehouses.  Open  Mis- 
souri then,  and  you  do  not,  by  so  doing,  enhance 
the  price  of  the  slave.  The  great  body  of  those 
who  go  to  that  Stale  will  be  farmers  of  the  South, 
who  will  carry  with  them  their  white  and  black 
families,  with  a  view  of  permanent  settlement.  I 
still  entertain  the  hope  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  will  be  con- 
vinced that  he  was  mistaken  in  the  view  which 
he  was  induced  to  take  of  this  subject.  A  mo- 
ment's reflection  will  also  convince  us  that  we  do 
not,  by  extending  this  population,  add  to  their 
numbers  by  any  ordinary  means.  The  great  rule 
which  controls  the  progress  of  the  multiplication 
of  the  human  specie.*,  and  accelerates  it,  will 
equally  apply  for  the  next  century,  if  no  longer, 
whether  Missouri  throw  open  her  gates  or  not. 
The  means  of  subsistence  are  abundant  in  the  pre- 
sent slaveholdin^  country,  and  will  continue  to 
increase  with  an  increase  of  population.  You  sub- 
serve then  the  purposes  of  humanity  by  voting 
down  this  amendment  to  the  bill  on  your  tablo— 
you  advance  the  interest,  and  secure  the  safety  of 
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one-half  of  this  extended  Republic;  you  ameliorate 
the  condition  of  the  .slave,  and  you  add  much  to 
the  prospects  of  emancipation  and  the  total  ex- 
tinction of  slavery. 

What  will  be  the  conseqyences,  if  you  persist 
in  this  measure  ?  A  sectiolral  feeling  is  already 
generated  ;  a  geographic  line  is  drawn.  Tell  me 
not  of  that  policy  which  shall  divide  the  people  of 
this  country  by  local  feelings  and  prejudices.  This 
is  the  baneof  a  Republic — it  is  the  rock  which  ought 
to  be  most  cautiously  avoided — sir,  it  is  the  greatest 
of  all  dangers  to  the  union  of  these  States.  Take  not 
my  poor  word  for  it.  Nay,  disregard  the  admoni- 
tions of  him  who  has  so  often  been  called  the  Father 
of  his  Country.  Forget  the  valedictory  address  of 
Washi.ngton.  But  can  you,  or  will  you,  close 
your  eyes  to  the  lights  of  experience  ?  Remember 
ancient  Rome:  she  conquered  mighty  Powers; 
the  world  obeyed  her  nod  ;  but  she,  in  the  end,  con- 
quered herself.  The  people  divided  among  them- 
selves, and  these  divisions  led  to  the  erection  of 
the  Throne  of  the  Caesars  over  her  prostrate  liberty. 
So,  too,  with  the  Grecian  republics :  united  Greece 
stood  up  successfully  against  the  mighty  power 
of  Xerxes ;  and  the  fall  of  Leonidas  was  but  the 
precursor  of  the  glory  achieved  at  Marathon  and 

.i^l*latffa.     But   Sparta  wished   to   domineer   over 
^  Athens,  and  their  intestine  feuds  opened  the  chan- 

^iiel    to  that  flood  of  vandalism   which   deluged 

^-Greece,  and  obliterated  all  trace  of  freedom.    Such, 

^too,  was  the  fate  of  the  Achaian  league.   I  beseech 

^S^eentlemen  then  to  pause,  lest  they  produce  a  simi- 
lar division  of  sentiment  in  this  happy  land.    W^hat 
else  can  retard  our  onward  march  ?     What  were 
you  fifty  years  ago  ?    By  Europe  we  were  esteemed 
as  little  better  than  savages  ;  nay,  dozing  philoso- 
phers had  ventured  to  pronounce  that  all  animated 
nature  here  wore  a  degenerate  aspect.     But  hi.s- 
tory  has  refuted  and  thrown  back  this  .slander  in 
the  teeth  of  those  who  uttered   it.     We  emerged 
with  great  brightness  from  the  struggles  of  the  : 
Revolution.    Our  prosperity  continued  to  advance. 
We  have  emerged  from  a  second  conflict,  with  i 
additional  radiance.    We  bearded  the  Hercules  of 
the  other  hemisphere,  and  we  lost  naught  by  the  i 
conflict.     Our  proud   banners  floated  in  triumph  ! 
over  the  waves.     What  now  is  our  condition  ? 
Kings  and  potentates  court  our  amity.     We  are  ' 
lifted  up  to  a  high  station  among  the  nations  of 
the  earth.     Say  that  our  march  is  not  impeded,  ' 
who  can  set  limits  to  our  glory  ?     Tyre  rose  a  ' 
little  speck  above  the  ocean,  and  .she  was  considered  ' 
strong  and  mighty.    England,  with  an  area  scarcely 
exceeding  that  of  some  of  these  States,  controls 
the  destinies  of  Europe.     And  what  shall  be  their 
glory,  in  comparison  with  ours?     We  direct  the 
destinies  of  a  mighty  continent.     Our  resources  j 
are  unlimited  :   our  means  unbounded.     If  we  be  ; 
true  to  ourselves,  the  glory  of  other  nations,  in  j 
comparison  with  ours,  shall  resemble  but  a  tale 
from  the  days  of  chivalry.     Our  mighty  and  reful-  ! 

f[ent  sun  shall  almost  obscure,  by  its  radiance,  the 
ittle  stars  of  their  renown.    Let  us,  then,  avoid  a  : 
question  like  the  present:  disappoint  not  these  fond 
hopes.     Gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  may  yield 
without  dishonor.     They  pursue  but  a  scheme  of 


policy;  we  are  differently  situated;   we  cannot, 
without  violation  of  our  oaths,  support  this  mea- 
!  sure.     We  believe,  in  our  consciences,  that   the 
!  Constitution  confers  on  us  no  such  power.     For 
:  myself,  I  cannot,  and  will  not,  yield  one  inch  of 
ground.     Let  me,  then,  adjure  our  brethren  from 
I  the  North  to  come  and  sit  down  once  more  by  our 
j  side.     I  call  on  them  to  heal  the  diflerences  which 
;  this  measure  has  produced.     Your  course  is  pal- 
}  pable  and  plain.     You  have  two  roads  before  you  ; 
take  this,  and  all  is  harmony  and  peace ;  over  that, 
hang  doubts  and  fears.     I  invoke  the  Genius  of  the 
t  Constitution  to  cover  and  protect  us  against  the 
evils  which  threaten  us.     What  if  you  impose 
the  restriction,  and  Mis.souri,  instead  of  submitting, 
shall  form  herself  into  a  community  and  demand 
admittance,  or  sever  from  the  Union?     Will  you 
then  retract?     How  much  more  honorable  to  do 
;  it  now !   Or,  do  you  mean  to  persist  in  your  object 
at  all  hazards,  and,  if  she  prove  refractory,  reduce 
her  to  submission  ?     Do  you  believe  that  Southern 
bayonets  will  ever  be  plunged  in  Southern  hearts? 
I  know  not  how  this  may  be,  but  I  require  you  to 
pause  and  deeply  to  reflect  before  you  have  to  re- 
sort to  this  extremity. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  no  admonition  will  suc- 
ceed, then  pursue  your  own  course.  Gentlemen 
may  return  to  their  constituents,  receive  votes  of 
thanks,  have  their  speeches  translated  into  foreign 
languages,  to  be  dozed  over  and  admired  by  those 
who  know  nothing  of  the  principles  of  our  Got- 
ernment.  But  if  evil  flows  from  this  measure,  his- 
tory will  be  true  to  herself,  and  will  record,  "  That 
the  United  States  were  most  fortunate  and  most 
contented  ;  that  no  speck  was  seen  on  the  hori- 
zon, threatening  danger;  that,  while  marching 
steadily  on  to  the  fulfilment  of  her  high  destinies, 
a  proposition  was  made  from  the  North,  to  abridge 
the  rights  of  the  South,  in  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution ;  that  a  storm  suddenly  arose,  and  in  its 
i  fury  blasted  the  hopes  of  the  patriot,  and  over- 
threw the  altar  and  tne  temple."  And,  sir,  it  is  not 
I  necessary  to  add,  that,  instead  of  the  blessings,  the 
deepest  curses  of  posterity  will  be  uttered  against 
the  supporters  of  this  destructive  policy. 

Mr.  Rich,  of  Vermont,  rose  and  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman :  Whilst  1  consider  the  present 
question  of  greater  interest  by  far  than  any  which 
has  been  agitated  since  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution, or  any  other  on  which  I  can  expect  it 
will  ever  become  my  duty  to  give  a  vote ;  and, 
while  I  reflect  on  some  circumstances  in  relation 
to  it,  which  to  me  are  not  a  little  extraordinary,  I 
feel  it  to  be  due,  both  to  the  Committee  and  my- 
self, that  1  should  occupy  a  small  portion  of  your 
time  in  explaining  my  views  upon  the  subject,  and 
my  reasons  for  the  vote  I  am  about  to  give.  The 
fact  that,  at  the  last  session,  every  member  south 
of  the  State  of  Delaware,  and  ot  the  river  Ohio, 
gave  their  votes  in  favor  of  an  unlimited  extension 
of  slavery,  while  those  to  the  north  of  tho.se  limits 
gave  almost  as  unanimous  a  vote  against  it,  has 
caused  me  to  entertain  fears  that,  either  from  mo- 
tives of  interest  or  some  peculiar  feelings,  we  had, 
on  the  one  hand  or  the  other,  lost  sight  of  the  great 
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principles  on  which  a  wise  and  just  legislation  is 
lounded. 

The  circumstance,  too,  that  a  large  portion  of 
those  now  opposed  to  me  are  the  same  gentlemen 
with  whom  I  have  acted  in  times  the  most  diffi- 
cult and  perplexing;  whose  opinions  I  have  highly 
approved,  and  with  whose  votes  ray  own  have 
been  usually  recorded  ;  has  induced  me  to  give  the 
most  attentive  consideration  to  the  subject,  in  all 
the  forms  in  which  it  has  been  presented  to  my 
mind,  lest  it  should  happen  that  feelings,  perhaps 
peculiar  to  myself,  might  have  betrayed  my  judg- 
ment into  an  error.  1  have  paused — I  have  con- 
sidered, and  made  up  ray  mind  upon  the  most 
mature  deliberation.  It  is  not  my  intention,  sir, 
to  attempt  to  follow  gentlemen  who  have  gone  be- 
fore me,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  question  :  and, 
except  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  to  connect  my 
views  upon  the  subject,  I  shall  endeavor  to  avoid 
a  repetition  of  the  arguments  employed  by  others 
on  the  side  I  have  the  honor  to  advocate.  It  will 
be  my  purpose  to  attempt  to  show  that  slavery  does 
not  proceed  from  the  exercise  of  a  legitimate  attri- 
bute of  sovereignty,  and  that  hence,  admitting  all 
for  which  gentlemen  contend,  as  to  a  want  of 
power  in  Congress  to  interfere  with  "State  rights," 
their  Constitutional  objections  must  fail  them.  If, 
in  this  part  of  ray  argument  I  shall  be  successful, 
1  trust  there  are  few  who  will  object  to  the  expe- 
diency of  the  proposition. 

Sir,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  consider  slavery, 
in  any  of  its  relations  or  consequences,  in  any  other 
light  than  hostility  to  the  first  principles  of  our 
Government,  and  certainly  so  with  its  first  official 
act — the  Declaration  of  Independence — which  has 
announced,  as  a  self-evident  propo.sition,  "that  all 
'  men  are  created  equal,  that  they  are  endowed  by 
'  their  Creator  with  certain  inalienable  rights, 
'  amongst  which  is  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of 
*  happiness :  that,  to  secure  these  rights,  govern- 
'  ments  are  instituted  among  men,  deriving  their 
'  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed."' 
And,  among  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution  for  adopting  that  instrument, 
and  which  will  accompany  it  to  the  latest  period 
of  time,  was  that  of  '•  securing  to  themselves  and 
their  posterity  the  blessings  of  liberty."'  And,  sir, 
will  It  be  pretended,  in  this  enlightened  age,  and 
jn  this  country,  where  alone  freedom  has  her  abode, 
that  the  blessings  of  liberty  are  to  be  derived  from 
the  existence  of  slavery,  or  that  they  have  any  re- 
lation to  each  other,  except  what  results  from  ab- 
solute, unavoidable  necessity  ? 

It  is  true  that,  at  the  time  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  was  adopted,  as  well  as  the  Consti- 
tution, and  from  circumstances  over  which  our 
fathers  had  no  control,  slavery,  unfortunately,  ex- 
isted in  our  country  ;  and  the  fact  of  its  existence, 
though  repugnant  to  the  noble  feelings  which  alone 
gave  birth  tp,  and  with  the  aid  of  Providence  sus- 
tained the  Revolution,  and  which  matured  and 
brought  forth  the  Constitution  of  our  country,  is 
believed  to  have  produced  a  necessity  for  its  con- 
tmued  existence.  But  I  ask  gentlemen  by  what 
charter  of  a  national  character,  a  right  to  hold  a 
human  being  m  slavery  has  ever  been  recot^nised? 


The  fact  that  the  word  "slave"  is  nowhere  to 
be  found  in  the  Constitution,  or  other  words  so 
employed  as  to  convey  an  idea  that  the  framers  of 
that  instrument  intended  to  recognise  slavery,  has 
satisfied  my  mind  that,  as  from  a  condition  of 
things  beyond  their  control,  or  that  of  their  coun- 
try, they  could  not  prohibit  it  in  the  then  "existing 
States,"  and  as,  for  obvious  reasons,  they  were 
obliged  indirectly  to  admit  the  fact  of  its  exist- 
ence, they  purposely,  and  very  carefully,  avoided 
the  use  of  any  expressions  from  which,  by  fair  con- 
struction, even  an  argument  could  be  derived  in 
favor  of  its  legitimacy.  Consequently,  the  legality 
of  it  must  be  determined  by  a  reference  to  the  laws 
of^  nature  and  natural  rights,  and  not  to  the  Con- 
stitution ;  and  to  me  it  is  a  matter  of  utter  aston- 
ishment, that,  because  the  original  States  were 
recognised  with  their  existing  institutions,  some  of 
which  had  been  under  an  absolute  necessity  to  per- 
mit slavery,  it  should  from  thence  be  contended 
tliat,  on  admitting  a  new  State,  we  have  no  power 
to  exclude  slavery  from  it,  on  the  ground  of  its 
having  been  recognised  as  an  attribute  of  sove- 
reignty over  which  we  have  no  control. 

Each  State  had  its  particular  institutions  and 
laws — no  two  of  which  were  alike:  and  can  it,  I 
demand,  be  pretended  that  we  are  fatally  bound, 
regardless  of  all  consequences,  to  permit  in  every 
new  State  whatever  may,  under  any  circumstances, 
have  been  deemed  lawful  in  any  one  of  the  origi- 
nal States  ?  If  .such  \k'  the  case,  gentlemen  will 
search  in  vain  for  authority  to  require  from  the 
people  of  a  proposed  new  State  that  they  should 
even  present  us  with  a  Constitution ;  for,  at  least 
one  of  the  original  States  had  no  such  instrument. 

It  has  not  escaped  me,  that  certain  powers  have 
been  "delegated  to  Congress,"'  and  that  such  as 
'•are  not  ddegatrd  or  prohibited  to  the  States,  are 
reserved  to  the  States,  respectively,  or  to  the  peo- 
ple."'  But  it  should  be  remembered  that,  whatever 
powers  may  have  been  prohibited  or  reserved,  they 
are  such  as  belong  to  the  legitimate  attributes  of 
sovereignty  ;  and   in  order  to  ascertain   them,  as 
claimed  and  admitted  by  this  nation,  we  should  do 
well  to  refer  to  our  original  charter,  on  which  all 
our  other  institutions  are  Uised— the  Declaration 
of  Independence.     In  that  instrument  individual 
rights,  and  the  objects  and  duties  of  Government, 
are  clearly  defined.     It  was  adopted  in  the  most 
formal  manner  by  the  National  Representatives, 
and  to  mv  understanding  has,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  been  adopted  by  the  wople  themselves. 
It  has  been  incorporated  in  all  their  statute  books ; 
annually  read  at  their  national  festivals;  and  uni- 
versally referred  to  as  the  proudest  memorial  of 
their  national  glory ;  and  will  continue  to  be  thus 
referred  to,  while  science  has  an  advocate,  or  lib- 
erty a  friend.     I  would  look,  then,  to  that  charter, 
to  ascertain  the  rights  of  thefK^ople,  and  the  duties 
of  Governrnent ;  and  to  the  Constitution,  to  learn 
how  the  attributes  of  sovereignty  have  been  distrib- 
uted to  the  General  and  State  governments,  and 
the  manner  in  which  the  duties  of  each,  and  those 
of  the  people,  are  to  be  performed. 

The  solemnity  with  which  it  wa.s  adopted,  and 
the  parties  to  it,  should  never  be  lost  sight  of     In 
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that  instrument  the  rights  of  the  people,  which 
were  acknowledged  to  have  been  derived  from 
their  Creator,  and  to  be  equal  and  inalienable, 
were  distinctly  set  forth ;  the  abuses  of  the  parent 
country,  to  wnom  allegiance  was  acknowledged  to 
be  due,  but  for  the  abuses,  and  the  means  employed 
to  obtain  redress  were  enumerated  ;  the  necessity 
for  a  separation  was  announced ;  and,  "appealing 
to  the  Supreme  Judge  of  the  World  for  tne  recti- 
tude of  their  intentions,"  the  separation,  and  the 
consequent  right  of  self-government,  were  pro- 
claimed to  a  "candid  world  ;"  and  "  for  the  sup- 
port of  this  declaration,  with  a  firm  reliance  on 
Divine  Providence,  the  lives,  the  fortunes,  and  the 
sacred  honor  of  the  nation"  were  mutually  pledged. 
And  who,  I  ask,  will  deny  that  the  event  was  re- 
cognised by  the  Judge  to  whom  the  appeal  was 
made,  and  that  his  protection  was  not  relied  upon 
in  vain,  and  that,  finally,  he  condescended  to  be- 
come a  party  to  that  great  uaiional  covenant  ?  And, 
sir,  after  having  been  protected  from  our  infancy, 
until  we  have  become  a  great  and  powerful  nation, 
does  it  become  us  to  disregard  our  own  stipula- 
tions ;  and  have  we  a  right  to  expect  that  the  fa- 
vor of  the  Being  to  whom,  in  our  infancy,  the 
solemn  appeal  was  made,  will  be  longer  continued 
to  us,  when  we  shall  have  falsified  the  declaration 
by  a  national  act,  deliberately  pronouncing  that  all 
men  are  not  "  created  equal,"'  and  that,  as  a  matter 
of  convenience,  one  may  rightfully  hold  another, 
and  his  posterity,  in  perpetual  bondage  ?  I  think 
not;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  will  be  said  of 
us,  as  of  the  people  of  old,  "  1  have  nourished  and 
brought  up  children,  and  they  have  rebelled  a^inst 
me;"  "they  have  spoken  words,  swearing  falsely 
in  making  a  covenant ;  thus  judgment  springeth 
up,  as  hemlock  in  the  furrows  of  the  field." 

The  attributes  of  sovereignty,  individual  rights, 
and  the  duties  of  Government,  have  neither  been 
enlarged,  diminished,  nor  changed  by  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution.  By  that  instrument  nothing 
more  has  been  done  or  attempted  than  to  adjust 
and  settle  the  relative  rights  and  duties  between  the 
General  and  State  governments,  and  the  people  ; 
and  I  again  rei)eat,  that,  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
amount  of  the  attributes  of  sovereignty,  individual 
rights,  and  the  duties  of  governments,  we  must  re- 
fer to  the  covenant  we  have  made  with  the  Judge 
of  the  Universe.  And  I  moreover  contend,  that  a 
ri^  to  hold  a  fellow-being  in  slavery,  under  any 
form  of  Government,  does  not  exist.  I  speak,  sir, 
of  naXural  rujht ;  for,  if  it  exist  anywhere,  there  is 
no  country  or  place  where  it  does  not  exist ;  and, 
instead  of^  its  being  a  violation  of  our  rights  for 
the  Slates  of  Barbary,  and  the  commanders  of 
British  ships,  to  enslave  our  citizens,  the  former, 
because  they  are  christians,  and  the  latter,  because 
they  are  of  a  certain  profession,  we  have  been  guilty 
of  a  gros.s  violation  of  their  rights  in  making  war 
upon  them  for  the  alleged  offence;  and,  instead  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  being  an  instru- 
ment honorable  to  our  fathers,  and  deserving  the 
place  we  have  given  to  it  upon  the  records  of  our 
country,  it  is  a  stain  upon  our  national  character, 
and  reproachful  to  the  citizens  of  the  universe. 

Both  governments  and  people  have  rights  which 


result  from  necessity  alone — either  may  rightfiilly 
take  the  life  of  a  citizen  in  cases  of  necessity  ;  but, 
where  there  is  no  necessity,  the  right  is  denied  ;  and 
there  are  various  other  cases  where  the  existence 
of  rights  depend  upon  some  necessity.  That,  when 
the  Constitution  was  adopted,  there  was  a  neces- 
sity for  slavery,  to  a  certain  extent,  and  that  the 
necessity  still  exists,  I  do  not  deny  ;  nor  do  I  pre- 
tend that  Congress  has  authority  to  judge  of  the 
necessity,  or  oi  the  right,  in  any  of  the  original 
States,  or  such  as  have  since  been  adopted,  with- 
out restrictions,  either  express  or  implied ;  but  I 
utterly  and  absolutely  deny  that,  because  the  ne- 
cessity still  exists  in  some  sections  of  the  Union, 
and  with  it  the  right,  that  hence  the  right  is  co- 
eitensive  with  the  limits  of  our  country,  and  with 
ant;  limits,  which,  at  all  future  periods,  may  be 
given  to  it ;  and  that  we  are  bound  to  pursue  a 
policy  which  will  perpetuate  the  necessity,  and 
with  it  the  existence  of  slavery. 

By  the  4th  section  of  the  3d  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution, the  United  States  are  bound  to  "  protect" 
each  State  against  "domestic  violence;"  and  I 
take  it  for  granted  that  none  are  so  tenacious  of 
"  State  rights"  as  to  hold  them  bound  to  the  per- 
formance of  a  duty,  and  deny  to  them  the  neces- 
sary power  ;  and,  should  the  power  be  granted,  I 
shall  not  expect  to  hear  it  urged  that  we  have  no 

f>ower  to  guard  against  the  happening  of  the  vio- 
encc  from  which  the  States  are  to  be  protected  ; 
and,  if  it  be  admitted  that  we  have  power  for  this 
latter  object,  I  will  refer  gentlemen  to  the  last 
clause  of  the  8th  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the 
Constitution,  where  they  will  find  authority  given 
"  to  pass  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and 
proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing 
powers."' 

If,  then,  it  be  true,  that  there  is  danger  of  do- 
mestic violence  from  the  existence  of  slavery, 
which  I  am  confident  none  will  deny,  I  should  ap- 
prehend that  a  law,  the  object  and  certain  ten- 
dency of  which  is  to  diminisn  the  relative  number 
of  slaves  in  our  country,  and  spread  a  free  white 
population  over  the  fairest  portions  of  it,  must  not 
only  be  proper,  but  indispensably  necessary,  to 
guard  against  the  occurrence  of  violence,  and  pre- 
serve the  United  States  in  a  condition  to  discharge 
its  duties.  All  admit  that  slavery  is  an  evil ;  and 
1  contend  that  its  extension  over  the  boundless  re- 
gions of  the  West,  would  be  an  extravagant  and 
unnecessary  extension  of  an  evil  which  mustaflfect 
every  section  of  the  Union,  and  every  class  of  the 
community ;  and,  if  thus  extended,  an  evil  from 
which  OUT  innocaU  ]K>steritywi\\  never  escape.  But 
we  are  told  that,  be  the  evil  what  it  may,  Con- 
gress has  no  power  which  it  can  exercise  over  the 
subject.  And,  sir,  is  it  true  that,  in  one-third  of  a 
century  from  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  we 
have  made  the  unfortunate  discovery  that  an  evil 
may  threaten  our  existence,  and  one  too  which  the 
people,  who  have  not  the  means  for  making  a  uni- 
ted effort,  cannot  overcome,  and  yet  Congress, 
which  alone  has  power  to  prescribe  the  national 
policy  and  direct  its  energies,  may  look  on  and 
weep  for  the  calamity,  but  cannot  extend  the  arm 
of  relief,  because  the  wisdom  of  our  fathers  was 
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not  sufl5cient  to  provide  for  the  exigency  ?  Long, 
very  long,  sir,  will  be  the  period  that  will  have 
elapsed  before  I  shall  have  come  to  that  conclusion. 

If  it  can  be  demonstrated  that  a  right  to  hold  a 
human  being  in  slavery  beyond  its  necessity,  is 
among  the  legitimate  attributes  of  sovereignty, 
and  that  slavery  is  not  an  evil,  I  shall  cheerfully 
yield  the  ground  to  those  now  opposed  to  me  ;  but 
until  this  shall  be  made  to  appear,  1  shall  adhere 
to  my  positions,  and  shall  contend  that,  as  in  every  I 
country,  a  right  to  guard  itself  against  impending  ' 
dangers  must  somewhere  exist;  and  as  in  this 
country,  and  upon  this  subject,  it  is  impossible  for 
it  to  be  exercised  with  effect,  but  by  the  General 
Government,  we  ought,  on  this  occasion,  as  docs 
the  honorable  Speaker,  and  many  others,  now  op- 
posed to  me,  when  on  the  subject  of  internal  im- 
provements, "givesuf-h  an  enlarged  and  liberal 
construction  to  the  Constitution,"  as  will  enable 
us  "to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  gen 
eral  welfare,"  in  the  best  practicable  manner, 
while  no  attribute  of  sovereignty  shall  be  thereby 
infringed. 

Hitherto,  slavery  has  not  been  so  recognised  by 
the  General  Government,  as  to  cause  our  national 
character  to  be  materially  affected  by  it ;  for,  al- 
though there  are  States  in  the  Union  which,  from 
the  necessity  of  the  case,  may  be  termed  slave- 
holding  States,  it  cannot,  with  truth,  be  alleged 
that,  as  a  nation,  we  have  permitted  slavery.  But 
if,  under  present  circumstances.  Congress  shall  so- 
lemnly decide  that  it  cannot  restrain  the  unlimited 
extension  of  it,  and  that  a  want  of  power  to  do 
so  results  from  an  unqualified  recognition  of  it  by 
the  Constitution,  our  national  character  will  be- 
come identified  with  it ;  and  instead  of  its  being 
considered,  as  heretofore,  a  local  malady,  and  sus- 
ceptible of  cure,  it  must  henceforth  be  regarded  as 
affecting  the  whole  system,  and  past  the  hope  or 
possibility  of  a  remedy.  Permit  me  then  to  ex- 
press a  hope  that  gentlemen  will  yet  find  it  con- 
T*^u°^  with  their  views  of  the  Constitution  and 
the  best  interests  of  their  country  to  join  with  us 
m  limiting  an  evil  which  cannot  at  present  be  re- 
moved ;  and  that  we  may  continue  our  united  ef- 
forts to  cause  the  blessing  which  naturally  results 
Irora  the  labors  of  our  fathers,  to  be  universally 
telt  and  acknowledged  ;  while  evils,  which  are 
local  in  their  nature,  and  which  cannot  be  dimin- 
ished by  dispersion,  may  be  made  to  continue  local 
till  removed,  and  our  national  character  thereby 
preserved. 

Could  I  feel  certain  there  would  be  no  accession 
to  the  present  number  of  slaves,  other  than  by  pro- 
creation, uninfluenced  by  an  extraordinary  de- 
mand, a  question,  differing  very  widely  from  the 
present,  would  be  presented  for  my  decision.  But, 
sjr,  we  must  take  men  and  things  as  they  are.' 
t^rmit  It,  then,  over  the  boundless  regions  of  the 

West,  and  the  lime  will  not  only  never  arrive 
wften  slavery  can  be  extinguished,  not  even  with 

he  universal  consent  of  the  masters,  but  the  abso- 
lute certainty  that  the  scenes  which  have  been 
ar  S  ^\^-'  ^°™'°go  will,  at  some  period,  be 

fuhlVL  ^"r"P*^-^i"'  *o  ^y  mind,  be  eslab- 
Iished  beyond  a  doubt ;  for  « the  justice  of  the  Al- 


mighty cannot  sleep  forsTrr,"  nor  has  he  any  "at- 
tributes which  could  take  sides  with  us  in  such  a 
contest."  And  I  will  here  remark,  that,  although 
this  nation  is  not  chargeable  with  the  original  in- 
troduction of  slavery,  yet,  unless  it  shall  employ  all 
practicable  means  to  ameliorate  its  condition,  and 
finally  extinguish  it,  we  must,  in  the  view  of 
Heaven,  of  reason,  and  common  sense,  be  regarded 
as  trespassers  from  the  beginning,  and  held  an- 
swerable for  all  the  direful  consequences. 

The  increase  by  procreation  is  capable  of  being 
extended  almost  without  limits;  and,  until  man 
•shall  cease  to  make  merchandise  of  his  fellow,  it 
will  extend  with  the  extension  of  demand ;  and 
you  may  pass  what  laws  you  will  against  the  im- 
portation, employ,  if  you  please,  the  whole  Array 
and  Navy  of  the  country  to  enforce  them,  and  yet, 
if  the  demand  be  great,  the  unfortunate  Africans 
will  be  torn  from  their  country,  and,  with  thous- 
ands of  the  American  free  blacks,  doomed  to  sup- 
ply the  demand.  All  our  experience  proves,  that 
wherever  there  is  a  demand  for  a  commodity,  it 
will  be  supplied  ;  and,  if  the  demand  cease,  the 
commodity  will  disappear.  It  is  by  limiting  the 
demand,  then,  and  by  that  alone,  that  I  can^look 
with  the  smallest  degree  of  confidence,  to  a  period 
when  slavery  and  its  miseries  and  misfortunes  shall 
cease  to  exist,  or  our  country  rendered  safe  against 
some  dreadful  catastrophe. 

I  admit,  that  to  limit  the  demand,  will  affect  the 
value  of  that  species  of  property,  (if  such  gentle^ 
men  will  call  it,)  so  far  as  its  value  depends  on  its 
convenicncy  as  an  article  of  merchandi.>e;  and  so 
far  also,  as  a  right  of  property  can  exist  in  unborn 
millions  of  the  human  race.  But  I  submit  to  the 
candor  and  good  sense  of  that  portion  of  my  fellow 
citizens  who  are  possessed  of  it,  whether  they  can 
reasonably  require  from  us,  that  we  should  keep 
open  an  unlimited  demand,  at  the  expense  of  our 
national  character,  as  we  believe;  in  opposition 
to  the  influence  of  religion,  and  the  dictates  of 
humanity ;  and  in  a  total  disregard  for  the  perpe- 
tuity of  our  institutions,  and  the  happiness  of  all 
succeeding  generations? 

I  certainly  feel  no  disposition  to  confine  the 
present  slave  population  within  so  narrow  limits 
as  to  render  their  miserable  condition  more  miser- 
able ;  and  when  the  country  between  Pennsylvania 
on  the  north,  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  on  the  south,  the 
Atlantic  on  the  east,  and  the  Ohio,  the  Mississippi, 
and  the  western  boundary  of  Louisiana,  on  the 
west,  or  so  much  of  it  as  shall  continue  io  permit 
slavery,  a  large  portion  of  which  is  yet  a  wilder- 
ness, shall  become  so  populous  as  to  render  an  ex- 
tension necessary,  either  for  the  happiness  of  the 
slave  or  the  safety  of  the  master,  I  would  then, 
and  not  till  then,  agree  to  its  extension.  But  I 
never  can  consent,  under  any  circumstances,  to 
pive  my  aid  in  furnishing  new  facilities  for  acquir- 
ing and  perpetuating  a  property  in  human  beings. 

1  have  purposely  omitted  to  urge  the  expediency 
of  the  proposition,  as  enforced  by  a  consideration 
of  the  agonies,  the  sighs,  the  floods  of  tears,  which 
accompany  even  the  domestic  traffic  in  slaves;  a 
traffic,  in  which  the  most  endearing  ties,  incident 
to  human  nature,  are  broken  up,  and  forever  dis- 


solved ;  a  consideration  which,  with  me,  has  an 
irresistible  influence.  But,  gentlemen  will  per- 
ceive that  it  must  be  extremely  unpleasant  to  dwell 
upon  it  here.  I  shall,  therefore,  pass  it  by,  with 
simply  reading  a  short  extract  from  a  Virginia  paper, 
the  Norfolk  Herald.     It  is  true  that  the  article  in 

Jjuestion  was  not  published  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
orming  the  present  or  future  generations,  of  the 
cruelties  which  accompany  the  traflSc,  but  to  de- 
scribe such  as  were  practised  by  the  late  enemy, 
in  capturing  and  carrying  away  slaves ;  still,  if 
they  are  correctly  described  in  the  one  case,  I  ap- 
prehend a  true  picture  is  presented  of  such  as  re- 
sult from  the  other. 

"  To  take  cattle,  or  other  itocks,  would  be  consistent 
with  the  usages  of  civilized  warfare;  but  to  take  ne- 
groes, who  are  human  beings — to  tear  them  forcTer 
from  their  kindred  and  connexions,  id  what  we  should 
never  expect  from  a  Christian  nation,  especially  one 
that  has  done  so  much  to  abolish  the  'slave  trade.' 
There  are  negroes  in  Virginia,  and,  we  believe,  in  all 
the  Southern  States,  who  have  their  interests  and  af- 
fections as  strongly  engrafted  in  their  hearts  as  the 
whites;  and  who  feel  the  sacred  ties  of  filial,  parental, 
and  conjugal  affections,  equally  strong,  and  v/ho  are 
warmly  attached  to  their  owners  and  the  scenes  of 
their  nativity.  To  those  no  inducements  which  the 
enemy  couM  offer  would  be  sufficient  to  tempt  them 
away  ;  to  drag  them  away,  then,  by  force,  would  be 
the  greatest  cruelty.  Yes,  it  is  reserved  for  England, 
who  boasts  of  her  religion  and  love  of  humanity,  to 
practise  this  piece  of  cruelty,  so  repugnant  to  the  dic- 
tates of  C^hristianily  and  civilization." 

And,  I  ask,  sir,  if  *'this  piece  of  cruelty"  is  not 
every  day  practised  by  men  claiming  to  be  Amer- 
ican citizens,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  domestic 
trade  ? 

A  regard  for  the  morals,  the  manners,  and  the 
industry,  of  "endless  generations  proceeding  from 
us,"  must  also  forcibly  urge  the  expediency  of  the 
proposed  measure  ;  but  I  doubt  whether  this  is  a 
suitable  time  and  place  to  enttr  upon  the  discussion 
of  this  branch  of  the  subject.  Should  any  gentle- 
man wish  for  information  in  regard  to  it,  I  will 
refer  him  to  one,  than  whom  none  is  better  qual- 
ified to  give  it.  Let  him  go  to  our  library,  and 
consult  the  venerable  Jefferson  ;  there  he  will  learn 
the  opinion  of  that  enlightened  statesman  and 
philosopher  upon  this  interesting  subject,  and 
there  he  will  behold  him  "  trembling  for  hiscoun- 
'  try,  while  he  reflects  that  God  is  just,  and  that 
'  his  justice  cannot  sleep  forever;  that,  considering 
'  nature,  numbers,  and  actual  means  only,  a  revolu- 

•  tion  in  the  wheel  of  fortune,  a  change  of  situation, 

•  is  among  possible  events,  and  may  become  pro- 
'  bable  by  supernatural  interference."  Let  him  learn 
fromhiin,  also,  the  "execrations"  with  which  "the 
'  statesman  should  be  loaded,  who,  permitting  one- 

•  half  of  the  citizens  thus  to  trample  on  the  rights 
'  of  the  other,  transforms  those  into  despots,  and 
'  these  into  enemies;  destroys  the  morals  of  the 
'  one  part,  and  the  amorpatrux  of  the  other."  And 
I  ask  him,  then,  to  inform  me,  whether  we  can  be 
held  guiltless,  if  we  permit  a  state  of  things,  which 
Congress  alone  has  the  power  to  prevent,  the  un- 
deniabk  tendency  of  which  must  be,  to  perpetuate 


H.  OP  R. 


slavery  to  the  latest  period  of  time,  or  extinguish 
our  innocent  posterity  from  the  earth ;  remove 
from  its  foundations  the  noblefcCdifice  which  has 
been  reared  by  the  hands  of  our  fathers,  and  ce- 
mented with  their  blood  ;  and  annihilate  the  cheer- 
ing prospects  of  the  philanthropists  in  every  quarter 
of  the  world,  who  have  looked,  with  enraptured 
delight,  to  the  great  results  anticipated  from  the 
influence  of  our  example. 

Mr.  Chairman,  to  the  remarks  already  offered, 
and  to  which  I  have  been  honored  with  the  patient 
indulgence  of  the  Committee,  I  will  only  add,  that 
it  is  impossible  for  anyone  to  regret  more  sincerely 
than  myself  the  difference  of  opinion  which  exists 
upon  this  subject;  a  regret  which  is  exceedingly 
augrnented  by  the  circumstance,  that  gentlemen, 
coming  from  nearly  equal  moieties  of  the  Union, 
are,  altnost  to  a  man,  arrayed  a;minst  each  other ; 
and  frona  one,  composing  nearly  the  half  of  this 
body,  it  is  believed  without  a  dissentient ;  a  cir- 
cumstance calculated  to  induce  an  apprehension 
that  one  or  the  other  of  the  great  divisions  have 
either  lost  sight  of  the  Constitution  or  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  country,  and  possibly  both.  Nothing, 
I  am  sensible,  can  be  more  prejudicial  to  the  hap- 
piness and  prosperity  of  this  nation  than  local, 
sectional  jealousies,  either  among  the  people  or. 
members  of  the  Government;  jealousies  which, 
on  former  occasions,  the  utmost  of  my  powejs  have 
been  employed  to  prevent,  and  not,  as  I  believe, 
without  some  success.-  The  same  efforts,  sir,  will 
be  continued ;  but,  if  gentlemen  shall  insist  on  a 
ri^lUlo  spread  a  slave  population  over  any  portion 
of  this  country,  in  which  the  few  inhabitants,  who 
may  bethrre  at  a  given  period,  will  yield  their  as- 
sent, and  if  they  s^alf  continue,  to  the  extent  of 
their  powers,  to  enforce  their  supposed  rights,  re- 
gardless of  the  will  of  the  great  majority  of  the 
free  citizens  of  the  nation,  whose  lives  and  fortunes 
are  pledged  for  its  safety,  I  cannot  flatter  myself 
that,  in  luture,  my  efforts  will  be  crowned  with 
their  usual  success.  For  I  have  no  reason  to  expect 
that  it  is  possible  to  effect  such  a  revolution  in  the 
minds  of  men  unaccustomed  to  a  belief  that  slavery 
is  ordained  by  Gk)d,  as  to  procure  their  assent  to 
the  existence  of  such  a  right,  and  that  they  are 
bound  to  submit,  without  a  murmur,  to  all  the 
evils  resulting  from  its  unlimited  exercise. 

If,  instead  of  pursuing  a  policy  which,  in  my 
judgment,  will  fasten  slavery  upon  our  country 
beyond  the  hope  of  relief,  except  by  some  dreadful 
convulsion,  and  even  render  that  certain,  and  the 
issue  doubtful,  gentlemen  will  commence  the  work 
of  providing  for  its  gradual  decline,  by  prescribing 
bounds  to  it,  and  in  whatever  other  manner  which 
shall  be  fair  and  practicable,  they  may  be  assured 
of  ray  co-operation  to  the  extent  of  ray  powers; 
and,  if  necessary,  I  would  consent  that  the  proceeds 
of  all  the  public  lands  be  applied  to  that  object. 
I  would  even  go  further:  I  would  mortgage  the 
premises  on  which  1  live,  and  which  have  been 
rendered  dear  to  me  from  circumstances  that  I  have 
there,  by  the  successful  influence  of  my  example, 
taught  my  sons  to  cultivate  the  earth,  while  my 
daughters  have  been  instructed  id  the  manufacture 
of  clothing  for  themselves  and  brothers,  extending 
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even  to  those  I  have  now  the  honor  to  wear,  and 
in  the  useful  labors  of  the  kitchen.*  But  if,  in 
place  of  this,  gentlemen  shall  refju ire  an  admission 
from,  us,  that  a  right  to  impose  involuntary  servi- 
tude upon  endless  generations  of  the  human  race, 
has  been  recognised  by  our  fathers  as  an  attribute 
of  sovereignty,  over  which  we  have  no  control ;  or, 
that  we  should  now  sanction  the  principle  by  a 
national  act,  and  thus  put  it  out  of  the  power  of 
our  descendants  to  secure  to  themselves  a  safe  and 
happy  condition,  we  have  no  alternative  left  but 
to  continue  our  efforts  to  preserve  what  we  believe 
the  best  interests  of  our  country,  in  the  manner 
proposed.  In  default  of  which  posterity  would 
weep  for  our  weakness  and  want  of  regard  for  their 
wellare.      - 


Maine   into  the   Union,"   with   amendments,   in 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  S.MYTH,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 
Reverend  Aaron  J.  Booge,  reported  the  following 
resolution : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  petition  of  Aaron  J.  Booge. 
late  a  Chaplain  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
prayini;  that  a  law  may  be  passed  for  appointing  Chap- 
lains to  the  Army,  ought  not  to  be  granted." 

The  resolution  was  read  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Smyth,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
j)ortcd  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Berry  man  Green,  ad- 
ministrator of  Samuel  Kerby,  deceased;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Cook  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  un  the  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  rrpurt  a  bill  allowing  to  each  of  the 
officers  and  privates,  or  their  legal  representatives,  of 
the  Illinois  regiment,  organized  by  the  State  of  Virginia, 
for  the  redaction  of  the  British  posts  northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio,  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  who  have 
received  no  share  of  the  land  set  apart  by  that  State 
for  that  regiment,  a  quantity  of  land  equal  to  the 
amount  already  received  by  a  part  of  that  regiment, 
and  according  to  the  principles  u{)on  which  that  al)ow> 
ance  was  regulated  by  the  laws  of  Virginia. 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  Messrs. 
Cook  and  Ca.mpbell,  on  this  resolution,  in  which 


Fri*xy,  February  IS. 

Mr.  Tyler  presented  a  memorial  of  the  "  Vir- 
ginia Society  for  promoting  Agriculture,"  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  several  petitions  and  memorials  which 
have  been  presented  to  Congress  at  the  present  ses- 
sion, for  additional  duties  upon  the  importation  of 
foreign  manufactured  goods,  by  way  of  protection 
to  the  manufacturing:  interest  of  the  country ;  which 
memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  regulating 
the  payment  of  duties  on  merchandise  imported, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Beecher  presented  petitions  from   sundry     ^^         

inhabitantsof  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  that  pro- '  the  latter  proposed,  and  the  former  agreed7~to 
vision  may  be  made  whereby  a  part  of  the  money  |  modify  the  motion,  so  as  to  direct  the  committee 
drawn  Irom  them,  for  the  payment  of  their  lands,  j  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  the  object,  instead 
may  be  expended  among  them  towards  the  inter-  of  instructing  them  to  report  a  bill, 
nal  improvement  of  the  country ;  and  that  an  ex-  I      The  followin*'  Messaf'e  was  rect 


tension  of  credit  may  be  allowed  to  those  indebted 
to  Government  for  the  purchase  of  lands. — Re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  confirming  Anthony 
Cavalier  and  Peter  Petit  in  their  claim  to  a  tract 
of  land,"  made  a  detailed  report  thereon,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  said  bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  read  a  third  time 
on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 


received  froni  the 
Preside.nt  of  the  U.mted  States: 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  . 

In  conformity  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentative:! of  the  24th  January,  1820,  requesting  me 
"  to  inform  the  House  what  loans  (if  any)  have  been 
made  ^incu  the  peace,  to  private  citizens,  of  powder, 
lead,  and  other  munitions,  belonging  to  the  (lovern- 
ment,  by  ofiicers  of  any  department  of  the  Army 
or  >iavy  ;  specifying  the  timeit,  terms,  objecUs  and  ex- 
tent,  of  such  loans  ;  the  names  of  the  persons  by  whom, 
and  to  whom,  made  ;  the  dilferent  times  of  repayment, 
and  also  the  amount  of  the  ultimate  Iom  (if  any)  iikeiy 


also  made  report  on  the  petition  of  Jacob  Konkopot  i  *°  ^  incurred  by  the  Uovernment  in  consequence 
and  others,  of  the  nation  of  Stockbridge  Indians,  I  thereof,"  I  now  transmit  a  report  from  the  SecreUry 
residing  in  the  State  of  New  York,  accompanied  '  °^  ^  •'"'  ^'"ch,  with  the  accompanying  documeou, 
with  a  bill  for  their  relief;  which'  bill  was  read  '  *^°'**""»"  *'*  ^^^  information  that  can  be  furuisbed  on 
twice,  and  committed   to  the  Committee  of  the  i  ^^^  s^'Ject-  ,.  w^„  ^^,^on.w 

Whole  to  which  is  committed  the  report  of  the  JAMLS  .MOWKOE 


same  committee  on  the  case  of  William  Header 
son. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  admission  of  the  Stale  of 
I 


Washi-xbtox,  February  8,  1820. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  .Meigk,  of  New  York,  moved  for  the  consid- 
eration of  a  proposition  submitted  by  him,  a  few 
days  ago,  for  making  a  certain  appropriation  oi 
the  public  lands,  (for  the  gradual  abolition  of 
slavery ;)  and  was  proceeding  to  assign  reason.>> 


•  ^hen  this  subject  was  unJer  consideration  at  the 
last  sesfion,  the   honorable   Speaker    remarked  to  the  , 

following  effect:  "  If  gentlemen  will  not  allow  ua  to  ^^Y  ^^  thought  such  a  proposition  ought  to  be 
have  black  slaves,  they  must  let  us  have  white  ones ;  adopted,  when  the  Speaker  suggested  to  him  that, 
for  we  cannot  cut  our  firewood,  and  black  our  shoes.  Jn  moving  for  the  consideration  of  any  proposition 
andhave  our  wives  and  daughters  work  in  the  kitchen."  J  lying  on  the  table,  it  was  not  in  order  to  debate  it. 
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Admisnom  of  Maine  and  Missouri. 


H.  OP  R. 


From  this  decision  Mr.  Meios  appealed  to  the 
House;  and,  the  question  being  put,  the  decision 
of  the  Speaker  was  affirmed  by  a  large  majority. 
The  question  was  then  taken,  on  Mr.  Meigs's  mo- 
tion, to  proceed  to  consider  his  proposition,  and 
decided  in  the  negative,  without  a  division. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  and  ad- 
dressed the  Committee,  in  a  speech  of  more  than 
three  hours,  against  the  right  and  expediency  of 
the  proposed  restriction. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Plcmer,  of  New  Hampshire  ;  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Saturday,  February  19. 

Mr.  Canno.n  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the  whole  nam- 
ber  that  have  been  educated  at  the  Military  Academy 
since  its  first  esUbUshment,  from  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, also,  from  each  State  and  territory  in  the 
Union ;  the  number  now  at  said  academy  from  the 
District,  and  from  each  State  and  territory,  and  the 
number  that  are  now  in  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United 
States  that  have  been  educated  at  said  academy,  and 
the  place  or  appointment  each  fills  in  said  army  or 
navy ;  also,  the  number  now  at  said  academy  that 
are  orphans  of  those  who  have  fallen  in  defence  of 
their  country,  or  died  in  its  service  during  the  late 
war  ;  and  the  district.  State,  or  territory  (if  there  are 
any)  they  are  from;  also,  to  state  the  whole  amount, 
including  pay,  subsistence,  and  every  other  expendi* 
tare  made  by  the  General  Government  on  account  of 
said  institution,  from  iu  first  esUblisbment  up  to  the 
present  time. 

Mr.  Rich  suggested  that  a  part,  if  not  most,  of 
the  information  called  for  by  the  resolution,  had 
already  been  called  for  by  resolutions  of  the  House, 
of  the  last  and  present  sessions,  and  was  in  part 
rendered  ;  that  a  further  report  might  be  expected 
in  a  few  days  from  the  War  Department,  and  un- 
til it  was  seen  what  part  of  the  information  re- 
quired by  the  present  motion  should  not  be  report- 
ed it  had  better  lie  on  the  table,  which  he  moved. 

Mr.  Cannon  and  Mr.  Stevens  opposed  the  mo- 
tioa  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  because, 
should  the  resolution  repeat  any  call  heretofore 
made,  the  Secretary  would  report  such  information 
only  as  should  not  have  been  previously  required 
and  rendered,  dec. 

The  question  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table 
was  agreed  to,  67  to  42. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOIJrL 
The  House  took  up  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Maine ; 
which  amendments  propose  to  authorize,  by  the 
same  bill,  the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a  State 
government,  without  the  slave  restriction,  but  con- 
taining a  clause  to  exclude  slavery  from  all  the 
territory  west  of  the  Mississippi  which  lies  north 


of  thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes  north  latitude, 
except  the  proposed  State  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  that  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  be  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Scott,  of  Missouri,  moved  that  they  be 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  which 
at  present  has  under  consideration  the  Missouri  bill 
of  this  House — which  motion  had  precedence  of 
the  motion  to  disagree. 

On  these  motions,  and  those  that  are  subsiequent> 
ly  mentioned,  a  long  and  animated  discussion  took 
place,  of  which  the  following  is  scarcely  more  than 
an  enumeration  of  the  gentlemen  who  spoke,  and 
an  indication  of  the  sides  they  respectively  took. 

Mr.  Holmes  hoped  the  amendments  would  not 
be  committed.  If  they  were,  it  would  be  some 
time  before  they  could  be  acted  on,  as  there  were, 
he  believed,  at  least  thirty  speeches  yet  to  be  deliv- 
ered on  the  restrictive  proposition  now  before  that 
Committee;  and  until  that  proposition  was  de- 
cided, the  Committee  of  the  Whole  would  not 
take  up  the  amendments  of  the  Senate:  in  the 
mean  time,  the  period  allowed  by  the  law  of  Mas- 
sachusetts (the  3d  of  March)  for  the  consent  of 
Congress  to  the  admission  of  Maine  would  arrive, 
and  all  that  had  been  done  would  be  lost.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  House  would  act  prompt- 
ly  on  these  amendments;  separate  the  two  subjects, 
and  give  its  consent  to  the  admission  of  Maine,  to 
whicn  no  one  had  objected,  or  could  object,  dkc. 

Mr.  CuLPEPER  was  willing  to  admit  Maine  un- 
connected with  Missouri;  but  as  they  had  been 
united  by  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  the 
amendment  ought  to  take  the  usual  course,  and  be 
treated  with  that  courtesy  and  respect  which  the 
source  of  the  amendments  entitled  them  to,  dt,c. 

Mr.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  for  the  purpose  of  al- 
lowing time  for  the  debate  on  the  restriction  to  be 
brought  to  a  close  before  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  should  be  taken  up,  moved  that  they  be 
postponed  to  next  Monday  week ;  which  motion 
was  lost  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  S.  then  moved  their  postponement  to  next 
Monday;  which  was  also  negatived. 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  North  Carolina,  was  in  favor 
of  the  commitment,  because  they  would  consume 
no  more  time  if  they  took  that  course,  which  was 
usual  and  proper,  than  if  taken  up  in  the  House, 
where  they  would  be  just  as  much  debated,  Ac. 

Mr.  Strothbr  was  against  an  immediate  deci- 
sion of  the  amendments,  and  in  favor  of  their  com- 
mitment. The  amendments  contained  new  fea- 
tures, which  required  reflection  ;  that  proposing  a 
compromise,  for  instance.  These  questions  Uie 
House  could  not  be  prepared  to  decide  at  once, 
because  its  attention  had  been  exclusively  taken 
up  in  considering  the  restrictive  question.  It  was 
not  poper  that  Uie  House  should  be  driven  into 
the  instant  decision  of  questions  of  such  immense 
magnitude.  He  wished  not  any  lon^  period  of 
postponement;  but  was  averse  to  acting  hastily, 
and  without  deliberation.  Mr.  S.  spoke  at  some 
length  to  enforce  and  illustrate  the  opinions  stated 
here  in  substance  only. 

Mr.  LivERMORB  strongly  disapproved  of  the  con- 
nexion of  the  bills  as  they  came  from  the  Senate ; 
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bat  he  saw  something  in  the  ameadments  which 
seemed  likely  to  pat  an  end  to  the  disagreeable 
subject  which  now  occupied  the  House.  He  wish- 
ed the  subjects  separated,  and  then  some  course 
might  be  adopted  similar  to  the  compromise  pro- 
pel by  the  Senate,  and  the  matter  ended  happily 
and  harmoniously.  He  argued  earnestly  in  tavor 
of  the  claims  which  Maine  had  to  admission  with- 
out delay,  and  against  a  course  which  would,  by 
allowing  the  time  to  which  she  was  limited  to 
pass  by,  and  thus  her  reasonable  expectations  be 
defeated.  He  deprecated  the  feelings  of  irritation 
which  such  an  unkind  course  would  produce  in 
her  citizens,  ice. 

Mr.  Whitman  opposed  the  commitment  with 
much  earnestness  and  at  considerable  length.  He 
disapproved  most  pointedly  and  emphatically  the 
connexion  of  the  oills,  and  argued  in  favor  of  a 
prompt  decision  of  the  question.    He  felt  as  one 

Btrsonally  interested,  (bein^  a  member  from  the 
istrict  of  Maine,)  and  confessed  that  his  feelings 
were  stronger  than  he  could  find  proper  language 
to  express  them  in,  and  he  could  scarcely  trust 
himself  to  speak  on  the  subject  of  the  amendments. 
Mr.  Stobrs  observed  that  it  was  well  known  that 
no  man  was  more  in  favor  of  a  compromise  of  the 
unhappy  subject  than  himself;  but  even  this  he 
would  not  agree  to  on  compulsion.    He  was  oj)- 
poeed  to  the  commitment  of  the  amendments  ;  it 
would  be  of  no  utility,  as  the  question  now  before 
the  Committee  would  be  first  decided  before  the 
amendments  would  be  taken  up ;  and  then  a  bill 
would  have  previously  passed  on  the  same  subject. 
The  subject  of  the  amendments  was  a  legal  one, 
he  admitted  ;  but  the  object  of  the  connexion  was 
to  coerce  this  House,  by  operating  on  those  mem- 
bers particularly  interested  in  the  admission  of 
Maine  into  the  Union.     This  course  he  thought 
was  disapproved  by  the  House,  and  the  proper 
way  to  show  it  was  by  a  prompt,  a  very  prompt, 
rejection  of  the  amendments.   Such  was  the  course 
taken  by  the  House  on  a  former  occasion,  when 
an  amendment  was  inserted  in  an  appropriation 
bill  by  the  Senate,  providing  for  brevet  pay,  which 
the  House  had  previously  stricken  out.     Mr.  S. 
repeated  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the  compromise, 
but  he  would  not  give  up  the  right  of  giving  a 
distinct  and  unshackled  vote  for  the  admwsion  of 
Maine. 

Mr.  SiMKiNs  conceived  it  would  be  extremely 
wrong  not  to  allow  some  time  to  reflect  on  ihis 
subject.  The  amendments  were  long,  and  con- 
tained numerous  provisions,  some  of  them  of  the 
highest  importance.  How  were  they  to  be  under- 
stood from  the  single  reading  of  them  by  the  Clerk? 
He  wished  them  to  be  printed,  and  time  allowed  to 
examine  and  consider  them.  He  trusted  that  the 
naajority,  because  they  had  the  power,  would  not 
lorce  members  at  once  to  decide  on  so  important 
a  matter  without  knowing  scarcely  on  what  it 
was  they  were  to  vote.  The  Senate  had  deemed 
the  two  subjects  compatible,  and  had  thought  pro- 
per to  join  them  :  it  was  not  proper  by  any  means 
to  ascribe  improper  motives  to  the  Senate  for  so 
domg.  Respect  for  the  Senate  required  that  their 
amendments  should  not  be  treated  with  so  much 


precipitation  and  so  little  deference.    He  was  in 
favor  of  the  commitment 

Mr.  Gross,  of  New  York,  said  he  was  glad  of 
an  opportunity  of  stating,  in  his  place,  what  he 
thought  of  the  conduct  of  the  Senate  in  this  affair; 
and  proceeded  to  remark  that  he  thought  it  did  not 
deserve  the  respect  of  this  House,  but  was  stopped 
by  the  Speaker,  as  such  expressions  here,  applied 
to  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  were  out  of 
order.  Mr.  G.  then  remarked,  that,  come  from 
where  it  might,  the  amendment  was  an  attempt 
to  coerce  the  members  of  this  House,  and  he  de- 
cidedly disapproved  of  it,  do:. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  North  Carolina,  made  a  few 
remarks  in  favor  of  the  commitment,  which  were 
not  at  all  heard. 

Mr.  Mercer  supported  the  right  of  the  Senate 
to  annex  any  amendment  to  a  bill  from  this  House, 
and  that  the  House  had  no  right  to  know  the  mo- 
tives of  the  Senate,  merely  from  the  prima  facie 
evidence  of  the  amendments.  It  was  not  proper 
to  allude  to  them  in  debate,  much  less  to  impute 
improper  ones  to  that  body.  The  course  adopted 
by  the  Senate  in  this  instance  was  justified  by  the 
practice  of  the  British  Parliament,  from  which  our 
rules  of  proceeding  are  drawn — instances  of  which 
Mr.  M.  mentioned.  He  could  imagine  very  strong 
reasons,  of  the  most  honorable  character,  for  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate,  but  it  wa.s  not  right 
that  he  should  advert  to  them ;  and  he  could  not 
enter  into  the  examination  of  views,  such  as  had 
been  imputed  by  others.  If  the  proposition  from 
the  Senate  be,  as  was  believed,  the  olive  branch  of 
peace  on  the  most  momentous  question  that  had 
ever  agitated  the  councils  of  the  nation  since  the 
foundation  of  the  Government,  was  it  proper  thus 
to  treat  it  ?  As  to  the  case  slated  by  Mr.  storks, 
the  present  one  bore  no  sort  of  analogy  to  it :  that 
was  a  question  on  the  right  of  the  Senate  to  origi- 
nate in  a  money  bill  a  clause  making  an  appro- 
priation. In  this  case,  if  the  proposition  from  the 
Senate  should  happilv  put  to  rest  the  divisions  in 
the  House,  and  heal  the  wounds  inflicted  through- 
out the  nation  by  this  question,  they  would  deserve 
immortal  honor. 

Mr.  Sergeant  was  against  the  commitment, 
and  in  favor  of  an  immediate  decision  on  these 
amendments.  Without  speaking  or  acting  impro- 
perly towards  the  Senate,  respect  for  themselves 
required  the  House  to  act  promptly.  Mr.  8.  opposed 
the  amendments  at  some  length.  One  reason  for 
it  was,  that  the  bill  came  with  too  much  ;  they  did 
not  belong  to  the  bill ;  it  proposed  to  connect  with 
Maine  all  the  questions  belonging  to  the  Missouri 
subject,  and,  what  was  more,  connected  with  Maine 
the  question  called  a  compromue.  Could  gentle- 
men seriously  call  this  an  amendment?  They 
might  call  it  what  they  pleased,  but  it  would  be 
iust  as  proper  to  annex  to  it  a  pension  law  or  a 
bankrupt  bill,  and  call  it  an  amendment.  What- 
ever the  object  of  this  amendment,  it  would  appear 
to  have  an  improper  end  in  view,  and  such  would 
be  its  eflect  on  the  public  mind,  &c. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina  was  in  favor  of 
the  commitment,  and  (as  well  be  could  be  heard) 
spoke  to  show  that  the  amendments  were  not  im- 
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proper;  tliat  the  course  takr-n  by  the  Senate  was 
not  unusual  or  unnatural;  and  that,  whatovcr  the 
decision  on  thein  here,  he  dt)ubted  whtther  (hat 
body  would  rt'cedc. 

Mr.  S.Mirri,  of  Maryland,  opposed  the  commit- 
ment as  usck»«s,  and  ari,'ucd  to  show  that  it  would 
not  save  linu-;  that  it  would  be  attended  with 
mconvenii-nrr.  without  producinir  any  Ix-ntfit,  &<\ 
Mr.  Mhoun,  vi  Ken  lurk  V,  spoke  at  considerable 
length,  and  very  warmly,  airainst  the  proposition 
to  force  tnrmbcrs  into  an  instant  decision  of  this 
important  question.  He  maintained  the  justice 
and  tairne>s  of  ailowini:  time  for  an  examination 
o»  the  auK-ndnients,  and  for  preparation  for  a 
decision;  and  n.ndrmiifd  vtronjjly  the  attempt  to 
coerce  the  House  into  an  immediate  vote  on  a  sub- 
ject so  littlp  understood  and  so  important. 

Mr.  McLam:,  of  Delaware,  was  in  favor  of  coin- 
mittini?  the  hill,  not  because  he  was  in  favor  of 
uniting  Maine  and  Missouri,  for  he  was  decidediv 
opp<jsed  to  the  union  ;  and  if  he  supposed  the  com'- 
mitinent  would  retard  the  admission  of  Maine   he 
should  he  opposed  to  it  ;  but  this  could   not  be  "the 
effect ;  it  would  be  decided  as  soon  as  the  question 
now  under  consideration  could  be.     He  had  on- 
posed  the  uuKin  of  the  bills  when  the  subject  was 
onrriually  before  the  Hou>e;  he  was  Mill  opposed 
to  it   because  he  deem-d  it  a  danrrernus  mode  of 
legislation,  and  would  vote  to  disunite  them,  when- 
ever the  subject  should  come  distinctly  Infore  the 
House.     But  the  union  of  Missouri  witii   Maine 
was  not  the  only  amendment  the  Senate  had  made: 
they  had   introduced  another  of  equal,  if  not  of 
greater  importanc—that  which  prohibited  the  in- 
troduction ol  ^l:lvery  into  the  Territories.     He  was 
in  favor  of  this  proposition  :  he  presumed  all  the 
advocates  ol  restriction  would  also  be  in  favor  of  it. 
It  was  an  amendment  of  vast  importance,  which 
inin[ht  as  propfrly  fH>  introduced  info  the  bill  for 
the  admission  of  Maine  as  in  one  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Missouri,  or  in  a  distinct  bill.     It  was  be- 
cause this  was  an  important  subject  that  he  wished 
It   to   be  duly   weighed   and   coniiderod.     It  also 
embraced  the  basis  of  a  coiupromise,  which  had 
been  adjusted  in  the  Senate,  after  great  delibera- 
tion.    Desirous  as  he  was  of  quieting  public  excite- 
ment, on  some  principle  of  compromise,  he  hoped 
time  would  Ik.  atiorded  to  test  its  practicability. 
11  .Missouri  should  be  stricken  from  the  bill,  this 
amendment,  king  a  distinct    proposition,  would 
remain,  and  deserved  to  be  considered.     If  he  were 
now  forced  to  vote  upon  the  rejection  of  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  opposed   as  he  was  to  the 
union  of  Maine  with  .Missouri,  he  should  k  com- 
pelled to  vote  against  both  provisions,  and  thus  aid 
in  (leleatin^  a  compromise  which  he  was  so  anx- 
ious to  eff*ect.     He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  bill 
would  be  committed. 

The  ijuestion  was  then  taken  on  committing  the 
bill  and  amendmtnts.  and  decided  in  the  ne^alive  ' 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows:  *         '  ^ 

Yeas— Messrs.  .M.bot,  .\lexandcr,  .\lien  of  Tennes-  '■ 
see,  .\n<lcr>on.  .\rcher  of  Maryland.  Archrr  of  Virginia 
Barbour,  Ba>ly,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brown,  Bryan,' i 
Burwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,' I 
Crawford,  Crowell,  Culbreth,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,'  | 
IGth  CoN.  1st  Sess. — 15 


Ear.e  hdwards  of  North  Carolina,  Ervin,  Floyd,  Gar- 
nett.  Hall  of  North  Carolina.  Hardin,  Hooks.  Johnson, 
Jones  ol  \  irgin.a,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Kinsey, 
Little.  Lowndes,  .McCoy,  .McCreary,  McLane  of  Dela- 
w-are.  .McLean  of  Kentucky.  .Mercer,  .Metcalf,  Neale, 
Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Ovcrstreet,  Pindall* 
guarles.  Hankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertson! 
Shaw.  ?>iinkins,  Slocumb,  B.  Srailh  of  Virginia,  \ 
6mytb  »i  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Strother 
Swearingen,  'I'erroll,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker  of  North  Carolina, 
\\  arlitkl,  \\  illiams  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North 
Carolina — 70. 

Navs— .Messrs.   .\dam8,    Allen   of  Massachusetts, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Baker,  Baldwin.  Ball,  Bateman, 
Heecher,   Boden,  Brush,   Buffum,    Burton,  Butler  of 
New   Hampshire,   Campbell,    Case,  Clagett,    Clarke, 
Cook,  Crafts,  Cushman.  Darlington,  Davidson,  Den- 
ni.son,  Dewitt.  Dickinson,   Dowse,  Eddv,  Edwards  of 
Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania',  Fay,  Fisher 
Folger,  Foot,  Forrest.  Fuller,  Fullerton,  Gross  of  New 
Y  ork,  (Jrors  of  Pennsylvania,  Guvon,  Hackley,  Hall  of 
.New   \ork.  Hazard,   Heuij.hill,    Hendricks,   Herrick, 
Hibshman,  Heister,  Hill.  Holmes,  Hostetter.  Kendall, 
Kinsley.  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore,  Lyman, 
-Maclay.   .Mallary,  .Vlarchand,   Mason,   Meech,  Meigg, 
K.   .Moore,  ^.    Moore,  Monell,  .Morton,  Moscley,  Mur- 
ray, NeUon  of   -Massachusetts,   Parker  of  .Massachu- 
setts,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patterson,  Phelps,  Philson, 
Pitcher.  Plumer,  Rich.  Richard.*,  Richmond,  Rogers, 
Ro^s.  Russ,  Sampson.  Sergeant,  Settle,  SiUbee,  Sloan, 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  .Maryland,  Southard, 
Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of 
New  York, 'i'arr, Taylor,  Tomiinson, Tompkins,  Tracy, 
Lpham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,   Whit- 
man, and  Wood — 107. 

Mr.  S.Mv  rn,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  to  lay  the 
amendments  on  the  table,  and  print  them,  that  the 
House  might  at  least  see  what  it  was  called  on  to 
decide;  which  motion  was  also  lost — yeas  77, 
nays  [>{j. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  to  disa- 
gree to  the  amendments — 

Mr.  SiMKi.Ns  moved  that  the  amendments  be 
postponed  to  Tuesday,  and  be  printed  ;  declaring 
that  he  was  wholly  unprepared  at  present  to  vote 
:  on  the  subject ;  and  supported  his  motion  in  a 
speech  of  some  length.  The  motion  was  assented 
to  by  Mr.  T.^YLOR.  and  supported  bv  Messrs.  Rhea, 
CiLPEPLR,  Steve.ns,  Storr.'^,  and  Baldwi.n  ; 
the  last  named  gentleman,  among  other  remarks, 
denying  that  the  amendment  called  a  cumpromise, 
could  he  called  so  with  propriety,  inasmuch  as  it 
was  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution,  and  the 
whole  course  of  legislation  for  thirty  years. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  oppo-sed  by  Messrs. 
Whitma.v,  Liveh.more,  and  Hol.me.s  '  because 
they  were  opposed  to  any  delay,  as  it  might  en- 
danger the  fate  of  the  Maine  bill,  which  they  de- 
sired to  have  separated  from  the  other  subject 
immediately,  and  disposed  of  as  justice  and  fair- 
ness r< 'qui  red. 

The  question  being  taken  on  postponing  the  bill 
to  Tuesday,  and  printing  the  amendments,  was 
carried  by  a  large  majority  ;  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 
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Monday,  February  21. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Daniel  Converse,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  altering  the  place  of  hold- 
ing the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the  district  of 
Ohio;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  confirming  Anthony 
Cavalier  and  Ptter  Pettil  in  their  claim  to  a  tract 
of  land,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  McCoy  moved  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
solution offered  by  Mr.  Cooke,  of  Illinois,  on  the 
17th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  bounty  lands  lying 
in  Illinois,  promised  by  the  State  of  Virginia  to 
Colonel  Clark's  regiment,  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.  His  motion  to  consider  was  lost  by  a  large 
majority. 

MILITARY  ACADEMY. 

Mr  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  in  pursuance  of  instruc- 
tion from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
moved  the  adoption  of  the  foUo^ving  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  PresiJent  be  requested  to  cause 
to  be  prepared  and  submitted  to  Congress  a  system  of 
regulations  for  the  government  of  the  Military  Acad- 
emy at  West  Point- 

This  proposition  gave  rise  to  some  conversation. 
Mr.  Anderson  did  not  conceive  it  to  propose  a 
usual  or  proper  course  of  proceeding ;  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  President  to  execute  the  law,  but  of 
this  House  to  devise  and  frame  it,  &c.  Mr.  Cll- 
PEPER  expressed  substantially  the  same  sentiment. 
Mr.  S.  Parker  said  the  President  had  already,  in 
a  recent  case,  decided  that  the  Academy  should  be 
under  the  government  of  martial  law:  if  the  Mili- 
tary Committee  was  of  a  different  opinion,  they 
ought  so  specifically  to  report.  Mr.  Cannon  sug- 
gested that  it  might  be  found  necessary  to  abolish 
this  Academy — he  being  of  that  opinion  ;  and  he 
desired  therefore  a  particular  inquiry  and  report 
upon  the  subject  by  a  committee  of  this  House. 
Mr.  Little  opposed  the  recommitment  which  was 
proposed  ;  but  wished  to  modify  the  proposition  so 
as  to  call  on  the  Secretary  of  War  instead  of  the 
President,  to  report  upon  the  subject.  Mr.  Foot 
was  in  favor  of  recommitment,  and  expressed  his 
wish  for  further  information  and  inquiry  on  the 
subject. 

The  result  was,  that,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea, 
the  proposition  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  with  instructions  to  report  to 
this  House  a  system  of  regulation  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Academy. 

OUR  AFFAIRS  WITH  SPAIN. 

Mr.  Reid,  of  Georgia,  submitted  for  considera- 
tion the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  impart  to  this  House  any  communica- 
tions touching  the  Florida  Treaty,  which  may  have 
been  received  from  our  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at 
the  Court  of  Spain,  which  have  not  been  heretofore 


communicated,  [and  vrhich,  in  bis  opinion,  it  may  not 
be  inconsistent  with  the  public  interest  to  communi* 
cate.] 

The  concluding  clause  was  adopted  with  the 
consent  of  the  mover,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Taylor,  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  extend  the  scope  of  the 
motion  to  communications  from  any  other  sources 
than  our  Minister  in  Spain. 

Mr.  Reid  objecting  to  the  form  of  the  proposed 
amendment,  rather  than  to  it."  object — 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  lay  the  proposition  on  the 
table ;  which  motion  was  carried,  65  to  62. 

MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  this  bill  and  the  pro- 
posed amendment. 

Mr.  Plumer,  of  New  Hampshire,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  are  many  considerations 
which  seem  to  me  not  only  to  justify,  but  to  ren- 
der necessary  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  (Mr.  Taylor,)  to  the  bill 
now  under  discussion.  Some  of  the  most  impor- 
tant of  these  I  shall  endeavor  to  explain  to  the 
Committee. 

It  will,  I  fear,  be  hardly  thought  respectful,  at 
this  late  period  of  the  debate,  to  inquire  what  it  is 
that  we  propose  to  do  by  the  bill  on  your  table  7 
Yet,  a  correct  answer  to  this  inquiry  would,  in  my 
opinion,  go  far  to  prove  that  very  many  of  the  ob- 
jections made  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  New  "\  ork,  have  littb* 
or  no  bearing  on  the  real  merits  of  the  present 
question.  This  is  by  no  means  an  unusual  case. 
It  will,  I  believe,  be  generally  found  that  we  err  in 
our  opinions  principally  because  we  do  not  under- 
stand ourselves;  and  that  we  differ  from  others 
principally  because  we  do  not  understand  them. 
What,  then,  is  the  real  nature  of  this  tran.saction  ? 
The  people  of  Missouri  have  applied  to  Congress 
for  leave  to  form  a  constitution,  and  to  be  admitted 
into  the  Union  as  an  independent  State.  By  the 
bill  now  under  discussion,  we  are  about  to  inform 
them,  in  answer  to  their  memorial,  what  are  the 
terms  and  conditions  on  which  we  are  willmg,  at 
this  time,  to  grant  their  request.  The  first  of  tnese 
conditions  is,  that  the  new  State  shall  consist  of  a 
certain  extent  of  territory,  different  from  that  pro- 
posed in  their  memorial,  and  different  from  that 
embraced  within  their  present  limits,  and  in  both 
these  respects  differing  from  their  request ;  the  sec- 
ond is,  that  their  constitution  shall  be  republican  ; 
and  the  third,  which  is  the  object  of  the  present 
amendment,  that  they  shall  prneiU  the  further  in- 
trodvction  of  slaves,  and  that  the  offspring  of  those 
already  thtre  shall  be  free.  These  three  conditions 
are  made  indispensable  to  their  becoming,  at  this 
time,  a  member  of  the  federal  Union.  Other  terms 
are  also  proposed  ;  but  these  are  offered  only  as  the 
price  of  certain  other  stipulations,  into  which  it  is 
desired  that  Missouri  should  enter.  They  are,  by 
the  same  act,  authorized  to  call  a  convention,  to 
determine  whether  it  is  expedient  for  them,  at  this 
time,  and  upon  these  conditions,  to  become  a  mem- 


1413 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1414 


February,  1820. 


Admission  of  Missouri. 


H.  OP  R. 


ber  of  the  Union.  If  so,  they  are  permitted  to 
form  a  constitution,  and  are  to  be  received,  with- 
out delay,  into  our  Confederacy. 

This  act,  then,  is  simply  an  answer  to  the  request 
of  Missouri ;  and,  without  her  consent  and  accep- 
tance, it  can  have  no  binding  force  or  effect  on 
either  party.  If,  when  met  in  convention,  her 
delegates  should  deem  it  inexpedient  to  accept  our 
terms,  there  is  an  end,  at  once,  of  our  act,  and  of 
all  the  measures  growing  out  of  it.  Either  party 
may  propose  new  terms,  or  both  remain  in  their 
present  condition.  We  do  not,  therefore,  as  has 
been  so  often  asserted  in  this  debate,  undertake  to 
form  a  constitution  for  the  people  of  Missouri ;  we 
do  not  impose  upon  them  terms  and  conditions 
which  are  to  bind  them  without  their  consent; 
nor  do  we,  by  this  act,  say  that  Missouri  shall 
Tiever  be  admitted,  if  she  does  not  accept  our  pres- 
ent offers.  We  merely  inform  her  on  what  con- 
ditions we  are  willing,  at  this  time,  to  receive  her 
into  the  Union.  If  she  does  not  choose  to  accept 
them,  we  cannot,  on  our  part,  complain  of  her, 
because  she  has  a  right  to  reject  our  offers,  and  to 
remain  a  Territory  if  she  pleases  ;  nor  can  she 
complain  of  us,  because  it  is  universally  conceded 
that  we  are  under  no  obligation  to  admit  her,  at 
the  present  session  at  least,  however  we  may  be 
under  the  treaty,  (a  question  Avhich  I  shall  pres- 
ently examine,)  at  some  future  period.  The  first 
inquiry,  then,  is,  can  Congress  propose  this  condi-  j 
tion,  and  can  Missouri  accept  it? 

The  right  of  Congress  to  admit  new  States  is 
derived  from  the  third  section  of  the  fourth  article 
of  the  Constitution.  "  New  States  may  he  admit- 
ted by  the  Congress  into  this  Union."  The  first 
thing  to  be  remarked  in  this  clause  is,  that  it  is  a 
delegation  of  power  merely,  and  not  a  duty  im- 
posed. It  is  not  said  that  Congress  .sW/,  but  that 
they  may  admit  new  States.  The  power  to  admit 
is  granted,  but  no  right  is  given  by  the  Constitu- 
tion to  any  Territory  to  compel  Congress,  against 
their  will,  to  exert  this  power  in  its  favor.  It  is 
not  said,  that,  when  any  of  our  Territories  shall 
contain  a  certain  number  of  inhabitants,  60,000 
for  example.  Congress  shall,  whether  they  deem 
it  expedient  or  not,  admit  them  into  the  Union ; 
but  an  authority  merely  is  given,  which  they  are 
to  exert  or  not,  according  to  their  own  sounu  dis- 
cretion. It  is  next  to  be  observed,  that  the  power 
here  delegated,  is  expressed  in  the  broadest  possible 
terms;  and,  that  so  far  as  this  clause  is  concerned, 
it  is  altogether  without  limitation  or  control.  It 
follows,  from  this  view  of  the  subject,  that  there 
are  three  questions  which  Congress  may  discuss, 
whenever  a  Territory  asks  admission  into  our 
Union  as  a  State.  First,  is  it  expedient  to  admit 
her  at  all  ?  If  one  of  the  South  American  prov- 
inces should  ask  admission,  we  should  probably 
reject  the  application  as  inexpedient  ever  to  be 
granted.  If,  however,  our  decision  should  be  to 
admit,  a  second  question  would  arise,  as  to  the 
time  when  this  should  be  done,  whether  now,  or  at 
some  future  day  ?  But,  in  these  two  powers,  which 
it  is  conceded  on  all  sides  that  we  possess,  is  there 
not  involved  a  third  ;  that  of  saying  on  what 
terms,  not  incoasistent  with  other  parts  of  the ) 


Constitution,  this  admission  shall  take  place  ?  It 
might  be  expedient  to  admit,  on  certain  conditions, 
a  State,  which  we  should  be  bound  otherwise 
finally  to  reject.  It  might  also  be  expedient,  at 
the  present  time,  to  admit,  on  certain  terras,  a 
State,  which,  without  this  power,  we  should  be 
obliged  to  suspend,  till,  by  the  influence  of  our 
laws,  or  by  other  causes,  she  should  become  ac- 
customed to  our  manners,  and  assimilated  to  our 
political  institutions.  This  interpretation  of  the 
Constitution  is,  therefore,  equally  beneficial  to  the 
Union,  and  to  the  Territories  applying  for  ad- 
mission. 

But  let  us  look  again  at  this  clause:  "New 
'  States  may  be  admitted,  dec;  but  no  new  State 
'  shall  be  formed  or  erected  within  the  jurisdiction 
'  of  any  other  State,  dec,  without  the  consent  of 
'  the  Legislature  of  the  several  States  concerned, 
'  as  well  as  of  the  Congress."  Here,  then,  is  a 
limitation  on  the  powers  of  Congress.  When  a 
State  is  to  be  admitted,  formed  within  the  limits 
of  some  other  State,  as  in  the  case  of  Kentucky,  or 
the  more  recent  one  of  Maine,  the  consent  of  the 
parent  State,  as  well  as  of  Congress,  is  to  be  ob- 
tained ;  and  this  consent  may  be,  and  in  all  in- 
stances has  been,  granted  upon  conditions.  In  the 
first  clause,  then,  tne  power  to  admit  is  given  with- 
out limitation,  and  may,  therefore,  be  exercised  on 
such  terms  as  the  party  consenting  shall  prescribe, 
and  the  State  to  be  admitted  shall  choose  to  ac- 
cept ;  but  in  the  second,  this  power  is  limited,  by 
requiring  the  agreement  of  a  third  party,  which, 
like  the  two  former,  may  insist  on  its  oinTi  condi- 
tions. The  limitation  in  the  one  ca.se,  and  not  in 
the  other,  shows  clearly,  that  when  the  Constitu- 
tion intends  to  restrain  a  general  delegation  of 
power,  it  does  so  in  express  words  ;  and  the  infer- 
ence is  irresistible,  that  where  the. power  is  dis- 
tinctly given,  and  no  limitation  is  expressed,  none 
was  intended.  The  correctness  of  this  very  ob- 
vious rule  of  construction  will  not  be  denied,  and 
it  appears  to  me  strictly  applicable  to  the  present 
case.  To  show  this  power,  if  possible,  stifl  more 
clearly,  we  need  only  refer  to  the  Journal  of  the 
Convention  that  formed  the  Constitution.  We 
there  find  that  this  clause,  as  originally  proposed, 
(p.  80,)  stood  thus:  "The  Legislature  shall  have 
power  to  admit  new  States  into  the  Union  on  the 
sairu  terms  with  the  original  States.^^  These  latter 
words  are  not  now  to  be  found  in  the  Constitu- 
tion. It  was  proposed  then  to  limit  the  power  of 
Congress  on  this  subject.  That  proposition  was 
rejected  by  the  Convention,  and  the  power  given 
in  the  broadest  possible  terms.  I  can  hardly  con- 
ceive a  stronger  case,  and  have  heard  of  no  an- 
swer attempted  to  this  important  fact. 

To  Congress,  then,  is  given  the  power  of  admis- 
sion in  its  full  extent,  and  with  all  its  incidents. 
What,  Mr.  Chairman,  are  these  incidents?  Sup- 
pose the  States  had  reserved  the  right  of  admit- 
ting new  members  to  themselves,  instead  of  giving 
it,  as  they  have  done,  to  Congress:  Can  it  bi 
doubted  that  they  might,  in  that  case,  have  re- 
ceived into  their  Confederacy  new  associates,  upon 
such  terms  and  conditions  as  the  contracting  par- 
ties might  s«e  fit  mutually  to  adopt?    They  sureljr 
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might.  And  why,  sir?  Merely  because  they 
possessed  the  power  of  admission.  But,  instead  of 
retaining  this  power,  they  have  transferred  it  to 
Congress.  If  we  do  not  possess  it,  where  does  it 
reside?  Not  in  the  States;  for  they  have  nothing 
to  do  in  the  admission  of  new  members  ;  nor  in 
the  people,  as  asserted  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Lowndes,)  who  last  ad- 
dressed you.  He  did  not  speak  with  his  usual 
accuracy  when  he  said  that  the  people,  and  not 
Congress,  pwssessed  the  power  to  impose  condi- 
tions on  States  about  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Union.  The  people,  sir,  have  reserved  to  them- 
selves no  such  power,  any  more  than  they  have 
reserved  the  power,  for  example,  of  declaring  war. 
Their  power  to  dec'  .re  war  they  have  transferred 
to  Congress.  Their  power  to  admit  new  Slates, 
they  have,  in  like  manner,  transferred  to  Con- 
gress ;  and  we  have  seen  that  this  transfer  is  en- 
tire, with  all  its  incidents,  subject  only  to  that 
general  reservation  which  applies  to  all  delegated 
power — that  it  shall  be  exerted  in  a  manner  not 
repugnant  to  other  parts  of  the  Constitution. 

This  brings  me^  sir,  to  inquire  what  are  the  lim- 
itations imposed  on  Congress  by  the  Constitution 
in  the  exercise  of  this  power  ?  And,  first,  "  the 
United  States  shall  guaranty  to  every  State  in  the 
Union  a  republican  form  oi  government."  They 
cannot,  therefore,  if  they  were  so  absurd  as  to 
wish  it,  prescribe  to  a  new  State  that  her  form  of 
government  >hould  be  anti-republican,  or  monar- 
chical ;  because  the  State,  when  admitted,  would 
have  a  right  to  call  on  Congress  for  its  guaranty 
of  a  different  form.  But  this  clause  is  not,  as  has 
been  argued,  an  enlargement  of  the  powers  of 
Confess,  but  a  limitation  upon  those  powers;  a 
stipulation  in  favor  of  the  States,  and  against  the 
General  Government.  "  To  guaranty"  does  not 
mean  to  create,  or  cause  to  be  created  ;  but  simply 
to  defend  that  which  already  exists.  Yet  Con- 
gress, to  secure  the  existence  of  that,  which,  when 
established,  they  are  bound  to  defend,  have  in  every 
case  made  it  a  condition,  in  admitiinc  new  States, 
that  their  form  of  government  should  be  republi- 
can. In  the  same  clause  it  is  also  provided  that 
Congress  "shall  protect  each  of  the  States  against 
domestic  violence:''  Now,  if  their  being  bound  to 
protect  the  States  in  the  enjoyment  ot  a  republi- 
can form  of  government,  authorizes  them  to  make 
such  a  form  the  condition  of  their  becoming  States, 
why  may  not  they,  upon  the  same  ground,  under 
the  latter  clause,  prescribe  the  exclusion  of  slavery 
as  a  condition  ?  Slavery  is  sure  ultimately  to  pro- 
duce "  domestic  violence"  wherever  it  exists.  Fore- 
seeing this,  might  not  Congress  say  to  a  new  State, 
we  will  not  admit  you,  if  you  allow  slavery  to  ex- 
ist among  you  ;  because  we  shall  be  obliged,  under 
this  clause,  at  some  future  period,  to  protect  you 
against  "domestic  violence,"  arising  from  the' in- 
surrection and  rebellion  of  your  slaves  ?  The 
right  to  anticipate  and  prevent  an  evil  which  they 
are  bound,  when  it  comes,  to  remove,  is,  in  both 
cases,  precisely  the  same ;  and,  of  the  two  evils, 
"domestic  violence"  is  certainly  much  more  likely 
to  occur  from  the  toleration  of  slavery,  than  an 
anti-republican  form  of  government,  ior  want  of 


an  express  stipulation  to  exclude  it.  Let  me  not, 
however,  be  understood  as  deriving  any  power 
claimed  in  the  present  instance,  from  this  clause 
of  the  Constitution  ;  but  to  those  who  think  that 
they  derive  from  this  section  alone  their  right  to 
prescribe  a  republican  form  of  government,  this 
view  of  the  subject  cannot  surely  be  without  .some 
degree  of  weight. 

There  is  another  obvious  limitation  on  the  power 
of  Congress  in  admitting  new  States,  which  re- 
sults from  the  nature  of  the  compact.  New  States 
must  be  admitted  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  righui 
and  privileges  derived  by  the  original  States  from 
the  Constitution ;  otherwise  they  would  not  be 
admitted  into  the  same  Union  with  the  rest.  No 
condition  can,  therefore,  be  annexed  to  the  ad- 
mission of  a  State,  which  takes  from  her  any  Con- 
stitutional, or,  as  it  is  more  frequently  called,  any 
federal  right,  because  this  would  be  at  variance 
with  the  admission  itself,  and,  therefore,  void ;  as 
in  any  other  case  of  a  condition  annexed  to  a 
grant,  inconsistent  with  the  grant  itself. 

This  is  a  limitation  on  the  powers  of  Congress 
in  favor  of  the  new  States.  There  is  another, 
which  may  perhaps  be  inferred  in  reference  to  the 
old.  Congress  can  propose  no  condition  to  a  new 
State,  which,  if  accepted  by  her,  would  transfer 
to  the  Union  any  power  to  bt.*  exercised  over  other 
States,  which  had  not  been  granted  by  the  Con- 
stitution to  the  General  Government ;  because  this 
would  be  to  affect  the  political  rights  of  third 
parties,  without  their  own  consent.  And  here,  per- 
mit me  to  say,  that  this  limitation  furnishes,  in  my 
view,  a  conclusive  answer  to  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Lowndes,)  who,  if  I  rightly 
understood  him,  founded  his  chief  obiection  to 
this  measure,  on  the  supposed  inability  of  Congress 
to  acquire,  by  compaot  with  new  States,  federal 
powers  not  conferred  by  the  Constitution  on  the 
General  Government,  to  be  exercised  over  theoiher 
States;  and  thus,  in  effect,  to  alter  the  Constitution 
in  a  manner  not  provided  for  by  that  instrument. 
The  soundness  of  this  principle  it  is  not  necessary 
here  to  controvert, or  even  to  examine;  since  it  is 
totally  inapplicable,  in  my  view  of  the  subject^to  the 
present  bill.  This  amendment  does  not  require  the 
people  of  Missouri  to  transfer  any  portion  of  their 
sovereignly,  or  to  invest  the  GJeneral  Government 
with  any  new  authority,  which  they  did  not  be- 
fore possess,  applicable  to  other  members  of  the 
Confederacy ;  but  only  that  they  should  renounce 
the  power  claimed  for  them,  of  making  slaves  of 
their  fellow  men.  It  is  a  renunciation  of  the 
power  merely,  and  not  its  transfer,  which  is  asked 
in  this  case. 

Subject,  then,  to  these  just  and  natural  limita- 
tions, 1  can  see  nothing  dangerous  or  alarming  in 
the  power  claimed  by  Congress  on  this  occasion. 
They  can,  on  the  one  hand,  deprive  the  new  State 
of  no  right  or  privilege  conierred  by  the  Con- 
stitution on  the  original  confederates ;  and,  on  the 
other,  can  acquire  lor  themselves  no  new  power  or 
authority,  to  be  exerted  over  the  other  States, 
without  their  consent.  When  to  this  we  add, 
that  the  terms  proposed  must,  in  all  cases,  be  ac- 
cepted by  the  new  State,  before  they  have  any 
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binding  force;  and  that  the  supreme  legislature  of 
the  Union  acts  for  and  represents  the  only  other 

rirty  in  interest,  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
can  perceive  no  weight  whatever  in  the  argu- 
ment, so  earnestly  pressed  upon  us  from  the  other 
side,  that  this  is  a  great  and  indefinite  power, 
liable  to  abuse,  and,  therefore,  not  to  be  presumed 
to  exist.  Sir,  an  argument  from  the  abuse  of 
power  is  totally  inapplicable,  when  the  question 
IS,  whether  we  possess  the  power  or  not.  What 
powers  are  more  liable  to  abuse,  than  those,  for  in- 
stance, of  making  war  and  imposing  taxes  ?  Yet, 
no  one  will  deny  that,  under  the  Constitution,  we 

rssess  both  these  dangerous  and  indefinite  powers, 
have  endeavored  to  show  that  the  right  here 
claimed  is  neither  dangerous  nor  indefinite;  yet, 
if  it  were  both  of  these,  this  would  be  no  proof 
that  it  was  not  conferred  upon  us  by  the  Consti- 
tution ;  though  it  might  have  been  an  argument 
with  the  framersof  that  instrument  for  withholding 
it  from  us.  They  did  not  see  fit,  however,  so  to 
do,  and  for  leaving  this  discretion  in  Congress, 
limited,  as  I  have  shown  it  to  be,  many  good  rea- 
sons might,  I  apprehend,  be  given. 

There  is  nothing,  surely,  in  the  nature  of  a  con- 
federated republic,  which  renders  it  necessary  for 
each  member  of  the  confederacy  to  possess  the 
same  State  or  municipal  rights,  any  more  than 
the  same  extent  of  territory,  wealth,  or  population. 
Nor  is  it  true,  in  point  of  fact,  that  they  all  enjoy 
the  same  privileges,  or  derive  equal  advantages 
from  the  Union.  Who  does  not  see  that  Delaware 
and  Khode  Island,  for  instance,  gain  more  from 
their  connexion  with  the  Union,  compared  with 
what  they  contribute  to  its  safety  or  defence,  than 
Massachusetts  or  New  York  ?  But  neither  the  large 
States  nor  the  small  have  any  just  reason  to  com- 

Jilain,  if  thev  enjoy  all  the  rights  and  immunities 
or  which  tney  stipulated  on  their  admission  into 
the  Union.     It  is  the  same  wtih  Missouri. 

Acting  for  herself,  by  her  own  free  will  and 
choice,  she  will  accept  or  reject  the  terms  we  pro- 
pose. If  she  accepts,  and  thus  makes  them  her 
own,  she  thereby  becomes  a  member  of  our  Union ; 
she  acquires  rignts  which  she  did  not  before  pos- 
sess ;  obtains  privileges  which  we  are  not,  at  this 
time,  obliged  to  grant ;  and  if,  with  good  faith  and 
fidelity,  the  United  States  perform  toward  her 
all  the  stipulations  of  the  contract,  of  what  can  she 
complain?  Whom  has  she  to  condemn?  What 
rij^ht  of  her's  has  been  violated  ?  What  privilege 
withdrawn?  What  immunity  withheld?  It  is, 
then,  the  utmost  perversion  of  language  to  say,  as 
the  honorable  Speaker  (Mr.  Clay)  does,  that,  if 
she  accepts  these  terms  she  becomes  a  vassal  and 
a  slave ;  or  to  argue,  as  he  has,  that  this  restriction 
is  unjust,  because  it  deprives  her  of  the  rights  of 
self-government  and  internal  police.  For,  where 
is  the  State  in  this  Union  which  possesses  these 
rights  in  their  full  extent?  When  we  are  told 
that  Missouri  will  not  have  the  rights  of  self-gov- 
ernment, if  she  renounces  the  power  claimed  for 

her  of  depriving  others  of  their  right  to  freedom 

not  to  animadvert  here  on  the  odious  nature  of  the 
claim — is  it  not  equally  true,  that  all  the  other 
States  are  also  deprived  of  the  rights  of  self-gov- 


ernment ?  Is  it  not  an  attribute  of  sovereignty 
right  of  self-government — to  declare  war,  to  enter 
into  treaty  or  alliance  with  other  Slates,  grant  let- 
ters of  marque  and  reprisal,  coin  money,  emit  bills 
of  credit,  and  pass  bills  of  attainder  ?  Yet  no  State 
in  the  Union  can  do  any  of  these  things.  Are  they, 
therefore,  degraded  to  the  rank  of  vassal  and 
slave,  and  deprived  of  the  rights  of  self-govern- 
ment? Surely  not.  And  why  not,  sir?  Because 
they  voluntarily  surrendered  these  and  other  rights 
to  the  Union.  The  original  States  became  mem- 
bers of  the  Confederacy,  after  mature  deliberation, 
not  because  any  one  of  them  approved  of  every 
part  of  the  Constitution,  but  because  they  thought 
the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  Union 
greater,  on  the  whole,  than  the  sacrifices  (and  no 
two  made  the  same)  which  that  Union  required  of 
them.  Let  Missouri  do  the  same ;  and  whether 
she  determines  at  this  time  to  become  a  State,  or 
remain  a  territory  for  the  present,  the  act  will  be 
her  own,  and  performed  with  quite  as  much  free- 
dom of  choice  as  the  other  States  enjoyed  when 
the  same  question  was  put  to  them. 

Having  thus.  Mr.  Chairman,  proved,  as  I  trust, 
that  Congress  has,  by  the  Constitution,  a  right  to 
propose  terms  and  conditions  to  Territories  apply- 
ing for  admission,  I  ask  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee, while  I  pass  briefly  in  review  the  several 
States  admitted  into  the  Union  since  the  present 
form  of  Government  was  adopted,  and  inquire 
whether  the  conclusions  I  have  thus  drawn  from 
the  Constitution  itself,  are  confirmed  or  contra- 
dicted by  the  practice  and  the  declarations  of  those 
who  have  gone  before  us  on  this  subject.  This 
field  has  been  already  explored  by  others,  but  it  is 
still  rich  in  matter,  most  pertinent  to  this  occasion. 
If,  from  this  examination,  it  should  appear  that  the 
new  States  have  been  uniformly  admitted,  upon 
terms  and  conditions,  many  of  them  affecting  the 
highest  attributes  of  sovereignty,  and  none  of 
them  applicable  to  the  original  States,  it  will  not 
be  easy  to  persuade  me  that  the  present  Congress 
has  less  power  and  less  authority,  in  this  respect, 
than  its  predecessors. 

The  first  State  admitted  was  Kentucky.  It  was, 
originally,  a  part  of  Virginia,  and  was  allowed  by 
her  to  become  an  independent  State,  upon  certain 
"terms  and  conditions."  By  the  fourth  of  these 
conditions  Kentucky  was  required  to  stipulate,  that 
she  would  never  tax  the  lands  of  non-residents 
higher  than  those  of  residents.  By  the  seventh, 
she  was  required  to  leave  the  navigation  of  the 
Ohio  free  to  all  citizens  of  the  United  States.  If 
these  and  other  terras  were  accepted  by  Kentucky, 
they  were  "  to  become  a  solemn  compact,  mutually 
binding  on  the  parties,  and  unalterable  by  either, 
without  the  consent  of  the  other."  These  condi- 
tions were  accepted  by  Kentucky,  and  she  was 
admitted  into  the  Union  in  1791,  subiect  to  these 
restrictions.  Such  is  the  history  of  tne  first  State 
formed  under  the  present  Constitution.  But,  how 
does  this  agree,  sir,  with  the  doctrine  maintained 
on  the  other  side?  Every  new  State,  says  the 
gentleman  (Mr.  Lowndes)  from  South  Carolina, 
must  have  tne  same  State  rights,  the  same  author- 
ity, and  the  same  jurisdiction  in  all  cases  what- 
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ever,  within  its  own  limits,  as  the  original  thir- 
teen. The  very  word  State,  says  the  Speaker, 
(Mr.  Clay,)  implies  a  political  community,  pos- 
sessing exactly  the  same  rights  and  powers,  and  in 
all  respects  resembling  th^  parties  to  the  original 
compact.  It  is  also  on  this  same  definition  of  the 
word  State,  that  nearly  the  whole  argument  of  the 
gentleman  (Mr.  Barbour)  from  Virginia,  against 
this  amendment,  rests.  But  will  this  definition 
apply  to  Kentucky  ?  No  matter  bv  whom  these 
restrictions  were  imposed,  whether  by  Virginia  or 
by  the  Union,  it  is  sufl5cient,  for  my  argument, 
that  Kentucky  does  not  possess  the  same  State 
rights  which  belong  to  the  old  States.  In  New 
Hampshire,  for  example,  we  can  tax  the  lands  of 
non-residents  higher  tk§n  those  of  residents.  In 
Kentucky  they  cannot.  Kentucky,  then,  does  not 
possess  all  the  attributes  of  sovereignty,  of  self 


and  in  no  other  sense  is  the  expression  applicable 
to  any  of  the  new  States,  except  Vermont. 

The  next  State  admitted  was  Ohio;  the  fairest, 
the  brightest,  the  most  vigorous,  of  all  your  off- 
spring. That  she  is  so,  that  she  has  increased  with 
a  rapidity  surpassing  all  example  in  the  history  ot 
mauKind,  till  within  the  short  space  of  a  single 
generation,  (for  the  first  settlers  are  still  alive,)  she 
has  filled  her  capacious  borders  so  that  they  al- 
ready overflow  with  a  race  of  hardy,  intelligent, 
and  virtuous  cultivators  of  the  soil,  is  confessedly 
owing  to  its  being  made  a  condition  of  her  exist- 
ence, both  as  a  Territory  and  as  a  State,  that  she 
should  exclude,  what  we  now  require  Missouri  to 
exclude,  the  foul  plague  of  slavery  from  her  bosom. 
With  such  an  example  before  us,  it  seems  almost 
impossible  to  hesitate  as  to  the  course  we  ought 
now  to  pursue.     The  Northwestern  Territory,  out 


government,  and  internal  police,  which  belong  to    of  which  Ohio  was  formed,  was  ceded  to  the  Uni- 


the  original  States, 
made  a 


But  is  she,  thertfore,  degraded, 
vassal  and  a  slave?  Her  champion  on 
this  floor,  the  most  distinguished  of  her  sons,  (Mr. 
Clay,)  has  proudly  answered  no ;  has  proudly  told 
us  that  she  stands,  in  all  respects,  unincumbered 
and  erect.  And  why,  sir,  is  she  not  degraded  by 
these  conditions  ?  The  answer  is  obvious  ;  because 
she  consented  to  them  freely ;  because  she  parted 
voluntarily  with  certain  rights,  as  the  condition  of 
obtaining  certain  other  rights.  No  more  will  Mis- 
souri be  degraded,  if,  with  a  view  to  similar  ad- 
vantages, she  renounces  the  odious  power  claimed 
for  her,  of  making  slaves  of  men. 

The  next  State  admitted  was  Vermont.  Her 
constitution  declared  all  men  free.  No  conditions 
were  annexed  by  Congress  to  her  admission. 

Tennessee  comes  next  in  the  list  of  new  States. 
She  was  formed  out  of  territory  ceded  to  the  Uni- 


ted States  principally  by  Virginia.  In  1787  an 
ordinance  was  passed  by  the  old  Congress  for  its 
temporary  government,  and  for  its  final  disposition. 
This  celebrated  ordinance  contained  various  "ar- 
ticles of  compact  between  the  original  Stales  and 
the  people  and  States  in  the  said  Territory,"  which 
were  "  forever  to  remain  unalterable,  unless  by 
common  consent." 

I  shall  have  occasion  hereafter  to  advert  more 
particularly  to  these  articles;  I  will  here  only  add 
that  the  Gth  article  provided  that  there  should  be 
neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  in  the 
said  territory,  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of 
crimes.  The  proposed  restriction  on  Missouri  is 
copied  verbatim  from  this  article.  In  1802,  Con- 
gress authorized  the  people  of  Ohio  to  form 
a   constitution,   "provided   that   the  same,  when 


formed,  shall  be  republican,  and  not  repugnant  to 
ted  States  by  North  Carolina,  on  various  -'express  j  the  ordinance  of  July  13th,  1787."  The  act  also 
conditions,  and  subject  thereto ;"  one  of  these  was,    contained  other  conditions,  one  of  which  was,  that 


that  the  ordinance  of  1787,  so  often  mentioned  in 
this  debate,  should  be  extended  to  her,  except  the 
article  relating  to  slavery.  Another  was,  that  the 
lands  of  nou-resident  proprietors  should  not  be 
taxed  higher  than  those  of  residents.  In  1796  she 
was  admitted  into  the  Union  "  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  States,  in  all  respects  what- 
soever." As  this  expression  here  first  occurs,  in 
admitting  a  new  Stale,  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  inquire  into  its  meaning,  as  applied  to  tnis 
subject. 

We  have  already  seen  that  the  United  States  ac- 
quired this  territory  on  certain  "express  condi- 
tions," on  which  alone  they  could  hold  it ;  that 
one  of  these  (not  to  mention  others)  deprived  the 
future  State  of  a  right — that  of  taxing  non-resi- 
dents higher  than  residents — which  belonged  clear- 
ly to  the  original  thirteen  States.  This  expression 
could  not,  then,  mean  that  Tennessee  should  pos- 
sess all  the  State  rights  enjoyed  by  any  other  State 
in  the  Union  ;  for  this  would  have  been  to  violate 
the  contract  with  North  Carolina.  Nor  did  Ten- 
nessee so  understand  it ;  for  she  incorporated  the 
ptrovisions  of  the  deed  of  cession  into  her  constitu- 
tion, and  thus,  in  express  terms,  became  a  party  to 
the  compact.  The  "equal  footing"  here  spoken 
of,  is,  then,  an  equality  of  Federal  rights  merely  ; 


the  United  States  should  be  at  liberty,  at  any 
future  period,  to  extend  the  limits  of  Ohio,  by 
adding  to  it  certain  other  territory  therein  de- 
scribed. These  terms,  together  with  those  con- 
tained in  the  ordinance,  were  accepted  by  Ohio; 
and  she  was  admitted  into  the  Union  "upon  an 
equal  footing,"  Tso  says  the  law,)  "with  the  origi- 
nal States,  in  all  respects  whatever."  Here,  then, 
is  a  third  State,  with  the  same  federal  rights,  but 
with  State  rights  inferior  to  those  of  the  original 
thirteen. 

The  next  State  admitted  was  Louisiana.  By 
the  treaty  of  April  30th,  1803,  the  province  of 
Louisiana  was  ceded  to  the  United  States,  "in 
full  sovereignty,"  by  the  French  Republic.  By 
this  treaty,  the  United  States  acquired  an  extent 
of  territory  greater  than  all  their  former  posses- 
sions. The  first  question  naturally  suggested  by 
this  important  fact  is,  whether  the  President  and 
Senate  had  authority,  under  the  Constitution,  to 
make  this  acquisition ;  to  purchase  for  the  General 
Government,  without  the  consent  of  the  several 
States,  a  territory  out  of  which  twenty  new  States 
may  be  formed  ?  whether,  in  short,  they  could 
lawfully  acquire,  found,  and  govern,  an  empire, 
without  their  original  limits,  of  such  vast  extent 
that  it  may,  in  time,  become  more  powerful  than 
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the  parent  country  itself,  and  eventually  hold  all ' 
the  original  members  of  the  Republic  in  complete 
subjection  ?  If  we  look  to  the  Constitution  for  an 
answer  to  these  inquiries,  we  shall  find  there  no 
express  authority  given  to  any  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  purchase  foreign  territory.  Do  we 
know,  sir,  what  are  to  be  the  effects  of  this  mighty 
cession?  Have  we  suflSciently  reflected  on  the 
entire  change,  the  total  revolution,  which  this 
purchase  has  made,  or  will  make,  in  all  our  rela- 
tions, foreign  and  domestic,  internal  and  exterior? 
To  those  who  know  the  care  and  anxiety  with 
which  the  delicate  balance  of  the  Constitution 
was  adjusted,  it  will  not  seem  probable  that  either 
the  South  or  the  North,  jealous  as  they  were  of 
each  other's  influence,  intended,  incidentally,  and 
without  express  terms,  to  confer  on  Congress  a 
power  to  throw  into  tne  scales — not,  indeed,  the 
sword  of  the  Gaul — but  a  territory  larger  than  the 
Gaul  ever  conquered,  or  the  Roman,  in  the  height 
and  arrogance  of  power,  ever  added  to  his  empire. 

But,  it  it  be  thus  doubtful  whether  the  General 
Government  possesses,  under  the  Constitution,  a 
right,  not  expressly  delegated,  to  add  indefinitely 
to  our  empire,  it  is  not,  in  my  mind,  at  all  doubt- 
ful, whether  the  President  and  Senate,  under  the 
treaty-making  power,  can  purchase  territory,  with 
a  stipulation  compelling  Congress  (as.it  is  con- 
tended we  are  now  compelled)  to  admit  that  ter- 
ritory into  the  Union,  whether  they  will  or  not. 

The  power  to  admit  new  States  is  given  exclu- 
sively to  Congress;  but  this  would  be  virtually  to 
transfer  it  to  the  President  and  Senate  alone.  The 
authors  of  this  treaty  did  not  so  understand  it.  I 
have  the  best  authority  for  saying,  that  one  Presi- 
dent at  least,  TMr.  Madison,)  was  of  opinion,  and 
so  expressed  himself  at  the  time,  that  this  part 
of  the  treaty  could  not  be  executed,  without  an 
amendment  of  the  Constitution.  This  was,  in- 
deed, the  general  opinion  of  the  best  informed 
statesmen  at  that  period.  I  will  mention  only  two, 
both  of  them  of  the  highest  standing  in  the  parts 
of  the  country  to  which  they  belonged.  "  I  am 
free  to  confess,"  said  the  present  Secretary  of  State, 
(Mr.  Adams,)  when  this  treaty  came  before  the 
Senate  in  1804,  "  that  the  third  article  contains 
engagements  placing  us  in  a  dilemma,  from  which 
I  see  no  i^ssible  mode  of  extricating  ourselves  but 
hy  an  amendment,  or  rather  an  addition  to  the 
Constitution."  This  was  said  in  answer  to  the 
objection  that  the  treaty  provided  for  the  admis- 
sion of  the  territory  as  a  State  into  the  Union, 
and  was,  therefore,  unconstitutional.  He  admitted 
the  objection,  and  proposed  to  avoid  it,  by  an 
ameridment  of  the  Constitution.  Mr.  Taylor  of 
Virginia,  on  the  contrary,  denied  that  the  treaty 
contained  any  such  stipulation.  "The  words  of 
the  treaty  are,"  said  he,  "  literally  satisfied  by  in- 

*  corporating  themTthe  inhabitants)  into  the  Union 
'  as  a  territory,  and  not  as  a  State.  The  citizens 
'  of  the  Territories  are  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
'  and  have  all  the  rights  of  citizenship ;  but  these 

*  do  not  include  those  political  rights  which  arise 
'  from  State  governments,  and  which  are  dissimi- 
[  lar  in  different  States."  If  it  had  been  urged,  as 
it  now  is,  that  Congress  were  bound  to  admit 


Louisiana  or  Missouri  without  delay,  and  with- 
out conditions,  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  and  that 
whatever  might  be  our  rights  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, they  were  taken  away  by  the  treaty,  Mr. 
Adams  would  have  answered,  "  you  have  no  right 
to  admit  them  at  all,  till  you  have  amended  the 
Constitution  ;"  and  Mr.  Taylor  would  have  said, 
that  "  admission  as  a  Territory  was  all  that  the 
treaty  required."  The  same  opinions  were,  on 
that  occasion,  even  more  strongly  expressed  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  I  refer  to  these  high 
authorities,  Mr.  Chairman,  merely  to  show  that, 
in  the  opinion  of  those  who  negotiated,  and  those 
who  ratified  this  treaty,  it  could  not  have  been  in- 
tended to  confer  on  the  people  of  Missouri  any 
peculiar  rights,  not  possessed  by  other  Territories 
of  the  United  States,  and,  consequently,  that  they 
stand  on  no  better  footing,  in  this  respect,  than 
other  Territories  applying  for  admission.  Other 
considerations  lead  us  to  the  same  conclusion. 

Treaties  are  declared  by  the  Constitution  to  be 
"  the  supreme  law  of  the  land  ;"  but  they  are  su- 
preme only  within  the  limits  assigned  them  by 
that  instrument.  There  may  be  an  unconstitu- 
tional treaty,  though  regularly  formed  and  ratified, 
as  well  as  an  unconstitutional  law,  though  regularly 
introduced  and  enacted:  and  both  would  be  equally 
void,  and  of  no  binding  force  or  effect.  The  power 
to  admit  new  States  is  given,  with  all  its  incidents, 
to  Congress,  and  not  to  the  President  and  Senate 
merely.  If,  therefore,  Louisiana  was  acquired  on 
conditions  which  operated,  in  the  smallest  degree, 
to  lessen,  to  abridge,  or  to  vary,  the  Constitutional 
rights  of  Congress,  with  respect  to  her  admission 
or  rejection,  with  respect  to  the  time  when,  or  the 
terms  upon  which,  she  should  be  admitted,  the  trea- 
ty, so  far  as  it  attempted  to  interfere  with  the  Con- 
stitutional powers  of  Congress  on  this  subject,  was 
void  in  itself,  and  could,  of  course,  confer  no  new 
rights  on  Missouri.  This,  however,  is  going  upon 
the  supposition,  that  the  treaty  is  inconsistent  with 
the  proposed  restriction.  But,  if  we  turn  to  that 
instrument,  no  such  inconsistency  will  be  found. 
"  The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory,"  says  the 
third  article,  which  alone  relates  to  this  subject, 
"  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  union  of  the  United 
'  States,  and  admitted,  as  soon  as  possible,  accord- 
'  ing  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
'  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages, 
*  and  immunities,  of  citizens  of  the  United  States," 
The  inhabitants  then,  are  to  be  admitted  "  accord- 
ing to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution." 
If,  therefore,  by  the  Constitution,  we  have  the 
right  here  claimed,  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the 
treaty,  any  more  than  it  would  have  been  in  the 
power  of  its  authors,  to  deprive  us  of  it.  And  in 
this  point  of  view,  also,  we  may  lay  the  treaty 
altogether  out  of  sight,  in  deciding  the  present 
question. 

But  let  us  look  again,  sir,  to  the  provisions  of 
this  treaty.  The  inhabitants  are  to  be  admitted 
to  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States."  Now,  sir,  the 
power  to  hold  slaves  is  fortunately  not  one  of  these 
rights,  advantages,  or  immunities.  No  man  can 
hold  another  in  perpetual  bondage  by  any  au- 
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tkority  derived  from  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.     For,  if  he  could,  then  might  slaves 
be  held  in  New  Hampshire,  for  example,  or  in 
any  of  the  other  free  States ;  because  "  the  rights, 
advantages,  and    immunities,  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States,"  conferred  by- the  Constitution  are  I 
the  same  in  every  part  of  tne  Union.     But,  none  I 
will  pretend  that  slaves  can  be  held  in  New  Harap-  i 
shire,  or  in  the  other  free  States.  j 

It  is  only  in  consequence  of  an  authority  derived  I 
from  the  laws  of  particular  States  that  slaves  can  be  i 
held  in  any  part  of  the  Union.     There  is  nothing,  I 
then,  in  the  treaty,  mconsistent  with  the  proposed  ; 
restriction,  because  the  treaty  confers  only  federal  j 
rights,  and  the  power  to  hold  slaves  is  confessedly  j 
not  one  of  these   rights.     In  consequence  of  the 
nature  of  our   Government,  every  man   in   this  - 
country   has  a  double  relation  and  character  to 
sustain ;  first,  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, ' 
and,  secondly,  as  a  citizen  of  some  particular  State.  ! 
In  each  of  these  characters  he  enjoys  rights  which, 
in  the  other,  do  not  belong  to  him,  and  has  duties  \ 
to  perform  which  the  other  does  not  impose.     It  is 
federal  rights  only  which  the  General  Government  { 
can  confer;  and,  by  adverting  to  this  obvious  dis- 
tinction, we  perceive,  at  once,  that  the  proposed 
restriction  on  slavery  leaves  the  people  of  Missouri 
in  "  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  advan- 
tages, and  immunities,  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States."    Here,  then,  is  a  literal  compliance  with 
the  terms  of  the  treaty.     Its  intention  is  equally 
obvious.     The  United  States  could  not  have  in- 
tended to  bind  themselves  to  any  thing  inconsistent 
with  the  Constitution,  for  they  refer  expressly  to 
it  for  their  meaning.    Nor  could  France  have  in- 
tended to  secure  for  these  people  any  privileges  not 
enjoyed  by  other  territories  of  the  United  States, 
or  to  obtain  an  admission  for  them  into  the  Union 
on  terms  more  favorable  than  had  been  granted  to 
other  territories.    Now,  the  only  territory  admitted  ' 
before  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  was  Ohio  ;  and,  j 
;  in  that  case,  this  very  prohibition  of  slavery  had  j 
been  imposed.     France,  then,  if  she  had  looked  to  j 
the  terms  on  which  territories  had  been,  and  were  i 
to  be,  admitted,  must  have  expected  that  this  very  I 
measure  would  be  adopted  which  we  now  propose. 
I  am  justified,  therefore,  in  saying,  that  it  violates 
neither  the  terms  of  the  treaty  nor  the  intention  of 
the  parties. 

In  1804,  the  province  of  Louisiana  was  divided 
into  two  territorial  governments.  In  1811,  Con- 
gress passed  an  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Or- 
leans Territory,  now  the  State  of  Louisiana,  to 
form  a  constitution  "  upon  the  conditions  herein- 
after mentioned."  These  conditions  were  nume- 
rous and  important.  Among  other  things,  it  was 
provided,  that  their  constitution  should  contain  the 
fundamental  principles  of  civil  and  religious  lib- 
erty; that  their  laws,  record.^,  and  legislative  and 
iudicial  procet'dings  should  be  kept  in  the  English 
lan^ge;  that  lands  belonging  to  citizens  of  the 
United  States  residing  without  the  said  State 
should  never  be  taxed  higher  than  those  of  residents. 
These  and  other  conditions  were  accepted  by  the  ' 
people  of  Louisiana,  and  by  them  incorporated  in  I 
their  constitution,  and  in  an  ordinance,  which  they  | 


declared  irrevocable  without  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress. In  1812,  they  were  "admitted  into  the 
Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States, 
in  all  respects  whatever,  provided."  says  the  act, 
"that  all  the  conditions  and  terms  contained  in  the 
third  section  of  the  act  of  February  20th,  1811. 
shall  be  considered,  deemed,  and  taken  fundamental 
conditions  and  terra.s,  upon  which  the  said  State 
is  incorporated  in  the  Union."  It  is  impossible  to 
believe  that  the  "  equal  footing"  thus  spoken  of 
could  be  any  other  than  an  equality  of  federal 
rights.  An  equality  of  State  rights  Louisiana 
could  not  possess,  consistently  with  this  act ;  for 
its  conditions,  which  are  irrevocable  without  the 
consent  of  Congress,  must  for  ever  prevent  her  from 
legislating  on  various  important  subjects,  over 
which  the  original  States  have  complete  jurisdic- 
tion. Some  of  these  conditions  are  sufficiently  fe- 
markable,  and,  in  my  opinion,  such  as  no  ingenuity 
can  derive  from  any  express  powers  given  to  Con- 
gress by  the  Constitution  in  relation  to  these  par- 
ticularobjects.  Where,  for  instance,are  the  express 
clauses  authorizing  you  to  make  it  a  condition  of 
admitting  a  State,  that  she  shall  establi>h  rtligious 
freedom  ;  that  she  shall  use  the  English  language 
in  all  her  official  acts ;  or  that  she  shall  not  tax 
the  lands  of  non-residents  higher  than  those  of  res- 
idents? I  know  of  no  such  clause;  none  such 
have  been  pointed  out.  No,  sir;  these  conditions 
can  be  defended  only  on  the  ground  which  I  have 
taken;  namely,  that  Congress  may  aduit  new 
States  upon  such  terms  as  the  parties  see  fit  mu- 
tually to  adopt,  provided  that  they  leave  tht  States, 
admitted,  in  possession  of  all  federal  rights  per- 
taining to  the  old  States,  and  do  not  acquire  for 
themselves  any  new  power  to  be  exerted  over  other 
members  of  the  Confederacy  Avithout  their  consent. 

I  have  already,  Mr.  Chairman,  occupied  so  much 
of  your  time  with  this  branch  of  the  inquiry,  that 
I  will  only  add,  with  respect  to  the  remaining 
States,  that  Indiana  and  Illinois  were  admitted  on 
conditions  similar  to  those  of  Ohio  ;  and  that  Mis- 
sissippi and  Alabama  came  in  on  the  same  terms, 
except  with  respect  to  slavery,  which  was  unfor- 
tunately fixed  on  them,  by  the  deed  of  cession  from 
Georgia  to  the  United  States. 

Such,  sir,  is  the  history  of  the  formation  and  ad- 
mission of  all  our  new  Slates,  from  Kentucky  to 
Alabama.  To  each  of  them,  the  first  question  put, 
was  whether  they  chose  at  that  lime  to  become  a 
S:ate,  on  the  terms  then  proposed,  which  terms,  if 
accepted,  were  to  be  irrevocable  without  the  con- 
sent of  both  parties.  With  respect  to  three  of 
these  States,  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  the  verv 
same  restriction  on  slavery,  proposed  in  this  amena- 
raent,  was  made  the  condition  of  their  being  ad- 
mitted. There  is  one  condition  (not  to  mention 
others)  running  through  all  the  new  States,  which 
is  too  remarkable  to  be  here  omitted.  It  was  made 
a  condition,  with  all  of  them,  that  they  should 
stipulate  never  to  tax  the  lands  of  non-residents 
higher  than  those  of  residents.  Sir,  the  right  pos- 
sessed by  governments  to  impose  taxes,  and  to  pro- 
portion those  taxes,  according  to  their  own  sense  of 
justice  or  of  policy,  among  the  individuals  upon 
whom  they  are  to  operate,  is  among  the  highest 
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and  most  undoubted  rights  of  State  sovereignty. 
All  the  original  States  possess  the  right  (and  some 
of  them  have  exercised  it)  of  taxing  the  lands  of 
non-residents  higher  than  those  of  residents.  Yet, 
ei^ht  of  the  new  States  have  expressly  renounced 
this  right  forever,  as  the  condition  ot  their  being 
admitted  into  the  Union.  Nay,  sir,  the  same  con- 
dition is  to  be  found  in  the  present  bill  with  respect 
to  Missouri.  All  these  States,  then,  have  been 
admitted  with  rights  inferior  to  those  of  iheoriginal 
thirteen.  With  these  undeniable  facts  before  us, 
we  shall  be  at  no  loss  what  to  think  of  the  position 
assumed  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  and  which, 
in  fact,  lies  at  the  foundation  of  all  their  arguments, 
that  new  States,  when  admitted  into  the  Union, 
become  at  once  possessed  of  all  the  local  or  muni- 
cipal rights  of  the  original  States,  and  are,  by  the 
act  of  admission,  placed  necessarily  on  an  equality, 
in  all  respects,  both  as  to  State  and  federal  rights, 
with  the  original  members.  Sir,  such  a  doctrine 
finds  no  support  whatever  in  the  past  history  of 
our  Government.  It  takes,  too,  for  its  basis,  this 
strangest  of  all  positions,  that  the  act  of  admitting 
a  State  absolves  her  from  all  former  obligations, 
and  even  from  the  conditions  on  which  alone  she 
becomes  a  member  of  our  Confederacy.  So  true 
is  even  this  last  inference,  that  it  has  been  ac- 
tually adopted  on  this  floor;  and  we  have  been 
repeatedly  told,  that  this  restriction,  if^ accepted  by 
Missouri,  will  not  bind  her;  and  that,  by  altering  her 
constitution,  she  can  at  any  time  evade  its  force  ; 
in  other  words,  that  she  may  accept  a  grant  upon 
conditions  which  she  expressly  stipulates  to  per- 
form, and  yet,  at  the  same  moment,  may  disregard 
or  violate  these  conditions!  If  this  be  law  or 
iustice,  if  it  be  good  faith,  or  sound  reasoning,  I 
know  not  to  what  conduct,  or  to  what  fallacy,  these 
terms  do  not  equally  apply. 

Haying  thus,  Mr.  Chairman,  established,  as  I 
conceive,  the  Constitutional  power  of  Congress  to 
impose  this  restriction,  the  only  remaining  mquiry 
is,  as  to  the  expediency  of  exerting  that  power  on 
this  occasion.  If  it  were  not  known  with  what 
ingenuity  noen  support  opinions,  however  extrav- 
agant, which,  from  interest,  from  prejudice,  or 
from  other  motives,  they  may  have  imbibed,  it 
would  seem  utterly  incredible  to  an  indifferent 
spectator  that  the  expediency  of  extending  slavery 
over  half  a  continent  should  ever  come  seriously 
to  be  debated  in  an  assembly  of  freemen.  But 
such  is  the  fact ;  and  the  policy  of  thb  measure, 
as  well  as  its  constitutionality,  is  denied. 

And  here,  sir,  in  the  very  front  ground  of  this 
inquiry,  as  to  the  expediency  of  this  restriction,  I 
place  at  once  the  injustice  of  slavery  ;  and,  in  re- 
nly  to  all  that  can  be  said  in  favor  of  its  extension, 
1  find  an  unanswerable  argument  in  that  great 
maxim  of  universal  morality,  that  what  is  morally 
wrong  can  never  be  politically  right.  We  think 
of  slavery,  sir,  as  if  it  were  an  evil  merely,  and 
seem  almost  to  forget  that  it  is  also  a  crime ;  that 
it  outrages  every  principle  of  justice  and  of  hu- 
manity, and  can  rest  for  its  defence  on  no  grounds 
which  do  not  equally  support  the  tyrant  on  his 
throne,  and  the  despot  in  his  most  wanton  abuse 
of  power.     For  what  can  the  tyrant  do  more  than 


make  slaves  of  men  ?  And  what  can  the  despot 
wish  more  abject  than  the  submission  of  heredi- 
tary bondsmen?  When  I  am  told,  then,  that  it 
is  expedient  to  extend  slavery  to  Missouri,  I  answer, 
that  slavery  is,  in  itself,  by  the  laws  of  God  and  of 
nature,  a  moral  offence ;  an  act  of  tyranny  and  of 
injustice,  and,  therefore,  that  it  cannot  be  wise  or 
expedient ;  because  sound  policy  and  true  wisdom 
are  never  inconsistent  with  the  just  and  equal 
rights  of  man.  On  this  subject,  sir,  let  me  not  be 
misunderstood.  Though  slavery  is  in  itself  unjust, 
I  do  not  thence  accuse  all  slaveholders  of  injustice. 
I  am  willing  to  believe,  that  the  toleration  of 
slavery  in  the  Southern  States,  where  it  has  already 
taken  det'p  root,  is  not  unjust  with  respect  to  them ; 
because  it  is  not  in  their  jwwer  at  once  to  remove 
or  avoid  this  great  moral  evil.  I  am  willing  to 
believe,  with  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  Hemphill,)  that  a  present  qualified  right  may, 
in  this  instance,  have  grown  out  of  an  original 
wrong.  The  stream,  dark  and  turbid  in  its  fountain, 
may  yet  run  clear  as  it  wanders  down  the  valley. 
But  what  is  it,  sir,  that  can  thus  purify  even  slavery 
from  its  original  injustice?  I  answer,  the  neces- 
sity of  the  case.  It  is  not,  however,  interest,  con- 
venience, ease,  or  comfort,  under  the  name  of  ne- 
cessity ;  but  a  real,  dire,  uncontrollable,  and  most 
fatal  necessity,  which  can  alone  render  it  just  I'or 
one  man  to  deprive  another,  by  the  strong  arm  of 
power,  of  the  inalienable  right  of  freedom.  I  am 
willing  to  believe,  that  this  necessity  exists  in  the 
present  slaveholding  States :  at  any  rate,  I  have 
no  inclination,  as  I  have  no  right,  to  inquire  whether 
it  does  or  not.  But  I  cannot  believe,  because  it  is 
not  even  pretended,  that  this  necessity  exists  in 
Missouri.  Slavery  has  hardly  yet  taken  root  in 
that  fruitful  soil;  and,  therefore,  what  is  to  be  tol- 
erated in  the  old  States,  only  because  it  cannot 
there  be  avoided,  is  unnecessary,  and  of  course 
criminal,  in  Missouri ;  criminal  alike  in  those 
who  establish  it,  and  in  those  who,  having  the 
power  to  prevent,  yet  suffer  it  to  be  established 
there.  I  should  enlarge,  sir,  upon  this  topic, 
but  I  perceive  that  it  is  one  which  excites  no 
very  pleasant  feelingsjin  our  Southern  brethren ; 
and  I  am  driven  from  it  by  the  stern  tones  and 
the  repulsive  gesture  with  which  the  honorable 
Speaker  (Mr.  Clay)  has  warned  us  not  to  obtrude 
upon  him  with  our  New  England  notions.  Sir, 
what  are  these  notions?  Liberty,  equality,  the 
rights  of  man.  These  are  the  notions  which,  if 
we  cherish,  we  must  cherish  in  secret — which,  if 
we  entertain,  we  must  entertain  by  ourselves. 
These  are  the  notions  which  we  must  cast  aside 
when  we  leave  our  own  happy  homes,  and  which, 
if  by  chance  they  find  their  way  into  this  hall,  are 
to  be  repelled  with  the  charge  of  folly,  oi  fanati- 
cism, of  a  negrophobia.  Sir,  if  there  be  any 
madness  in  this  case,  it  is  the  madness  of  those 
who  hu^  slavery  to  their  bosoms :  if  there  be  any 
infatuation,  it  is  the  infatuation  of  those  who  are 
willing  to  desolve  the  Union,  rather  than  not  ex- 
tend this  pestiferious  institution  beyond  the  Mis- 
sissippi. But  I  forbear  to  press  further  this  branch 
of  the  inquiry,  and  withdraw  from  it  with  repeat- 
ing my  remark,  that,  what  is  unjust,  must,  for 
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that  reason  alone,  if  for  no  other,  he  inexpedient. 
But,  the  injustice  of  slavery  is  not  the  only 
reason  against  its  further  extension.  It  is  as  pre- 
judicial to  the  country,  as  it  isitrnjust  towards  its 
victims.  There  is  no  oranch  ofoiseful  labor  which 
is  not  better  performed,  and  ajtMess  expense,  by 
freemen  than  by  slaves.  Agrie«lture,  commerce, 
and  manufactures,  are  the  three  great  sources  of 
national  wealth.  With  respect  to  manufactures, 
they  can  hardly  be  said  to  exist  in  countries  where 
slavery  prevails  to  any  great  extent.  The  great 
manulacturing  establishments  of  this  country  are 
almost  exclusively  confined  to  the  non-slavenold- 
ing  States. 

Of  the  injurious  effects  of  slavery  on  com- 
merce, not  a  word  need  be  said.  Who  ever  heard 
of  a  mercantile  pvople  engaging  in  the  pursuits 
of  commerce  with  the  labor  of  servile  hands? — 
We  accordingly  find  that  the  commerce  and  navi- 
gation of  the  United  States  belong  prmcipally  to 
the  non-slaveholding  States  ;  and  that  the  hardy 
seamen  who  have  borne  your  naval  thunders  in 
triumph  over  every  sea,  and  planted  the  stars  of 
your  Union  in  a  sphere  of  glory,  whence  no  earth- 
ly power  can  ever  pluck  them  down,  were  not 
only  freemen  themselves,  but  born  and  nurtured  in 
a  land  where  slavery  is  unknown. 

It  is  indeed  conceded  on  all  hands  that  the  slave- 
holding  States  are  not  extensively  engaged  in  com- 
merce or  manufactures;  but  it  is  said  they  are  an 
agricultural  people,  and  that  to  this  their  whole 
attention  is  directed.  But,  sir,  with  what  success  ? 
The  labor  of  slaves,  though  it  costs  nothing  be- 

Jrond  their  subsistence,  is  in  effect  the  dearest  and 
east  profitable  of  all  kinds  of  labor.  Feeling  no 
other  motive  than  the  fear  of  punishment,  they 
labor  slowly  and  with  great  reluctance,  and  seelc 
only  how  they  may  escape  with  the  least  possible 
exertion  from  their  daily,  and  to  them,  unprofita- 
ble tasks.  That  strongest  of  all  principles  implant- 
ed in  the  breast  of  man — the  desire  and  the  hope 
of  improving  his  condition — lightens  care,  and 
renders  toil  sweet  to  him  who  is  cheered  with  the 
constant  reflection  that  he  labors  for  himself,  and 
not  for  a  master.  Give  such  a  man  the  fee  simple 
of  a  barren  rock,  and  he  will  cover  it  with  ver- 
dure ;  plant  him  in  a  desert,  and  fertility  will  spring 
around  him.  Convenience  and  content  are  the 
companions  of  his  toil,  and  wealth  follows  in  the 
train  of  industrious  freedom.  On  the  contrary,  the 
slave  and  his  task-master,  placed  in  a  land  flow- 
ing with  milk  and  honey,  would  convert  even  the 
garden  of  Eden  into  a  desert  and  a  waste.  Whe- 
ther this  be  truth  or  fiction,  I  appeal  to  those  to 
say  who  have  surveyed  and  compared  the  varying 
aspects  of  our  common  country,  from  Maine  to 
Georgia,  in  reference  to  this  particular  object.  It 
would  be  easy  for  me  to  produce  the  highest  au- 
thorities in  support  of  my  opinion,  from  among  the 
first  men  in  the  slaveholding  States.  The  senti- 
ments of  Mr.  Jefferson  are  well  known,  and  have 
been  already  quoted  in  this  debate.  Those  which 
I  am  about  to  read  to  the  Committee  are  from 
.another  distinguished  slaveholder,  who  states,  in 
language  stronger  than  I  should  have  dared  to  use, 
^acis  which  no  one  has  denied,  and  which  I  may 


therefore  be  pardoned   for  repeating  after  him. 
General  Harper  says : 

**  No  pert'on  who  has  seen  the  slaveholding  States 
and  those  where  slavery  Joes  not  exist,  and  has  cotn< 
pared  ever  so  KJightly  their  condition  and  situation, 
can  have  failed  to  be  struck  with  the  vast  difference  in 
favor  of  the  latter."  "  In  population  ;  in  the  general 
diffusion  of  wealth  and  comfort;  in  public  and  private 
improvements;  in  the  education,  manners,  and  mode 
of  life,  of  the  middle  and  laboring  classes ;  in  the  face 
of  the  country;  in  roads,  bridges,  and  inns;  in  schools 
and  churches;  in  the  general  advancement  of  improve- 
ment and  prosperity, — there  is  no  comparison.  The 
change  is  seen  the  instant  you  cross  the  line  which 
separates  the  country  where  there  are  slaves  from  that  ^ 
where  th«'rc  are  none.  Whence  does  this  arise?  I 
answer,  from  this — that  in  one  division  of  the  coun-  ! 
try  the  land  is  cultivated  by  freemen,  for  their  own  ' 
benefit;  and  in  the  other  almost  entirely  by  slaves,  for 
the  benefit  of  their  masters." 

Sir,  this  is  the  testitnony  of  a  slaveholder,  who 
slates,  not  opinions  which  he  may  entertain,  but 
facts  which  have  forced  themselves  upon  his  obser- 
vation— facts  which  you  and  I,  and  every  member 
of  this  House,  have  equally  witnessed.  If  then 
such  are  the  acknowledged  effects  of  slavery  wher- 
ever It  exists,  can  it  be  expedient  to  extend  these 
evils  to  the  people  of  Missouri?  No,  sir.  With 
the  economy,  the  industry,  the  equal  distribution 
of  property,  which  prevails  in  free  States,  the 
South  would  present  an  aspect  altogether  difl'erent, 
and  would  become  in  every  respect  more  prosper- 
ous and  more  powerful  than  it  can  ever  hope  to 
\te  while  its  generous  soil  yields  its  produce  only 
to  the  reluctant  and  unhallowed  labor  of  servile 
hands. 

If,  from  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  we  turn  our 
I  attention  to  its  means  of  defence,  we  shall  find 
j  slaveryequally  unfavorable  to  the  military  strength, 
I  as  to  the  wealth  and  improvement  of  the  country. 
j  The  space  which  should  be  occupied  by  freemen 
is  filled  with  slaves,  and  from  them  your  armies 
draw  no  recruits.  But  this  is  not  all :  these  slaves 
are  an  oppressed  race,  ever  ready  to  break  out  in 
open  rebellion  against  their  masters,  and  most 
ready,  and  most  likely  to  do  so,  when  a  foreign 
enemy  presses  hardest  upon  the  country — so  that, 
when  our  whole  military  strength  is  required  for 
defence  against  a  foreign  invader,  no  inconsidera- 
ble portion  of  your  most  effective  force  must  be 
employed  against  this  domestic  foe,  to  awe  into 
subjection  the  slaves  within  your  borders.  This 
source  of  weakness  must  increase  as  slavery  ex- 
tends, and  become  more  dangerous  in  every  suc- 
ceeding war.  It  is  a  fact,  well  established,  that 
the  greater  part  of  our  regular  troops,  during  the 
Revolution,  were  drawn  from  the  non-slaveholding 
States.  If  any  further  proof  were  required  of  this, 
we  need  only  refer  to  the  statement  of  the  number 
of  Revolutionary  pensioners  laid  this  morning  upon 
our  tables.  They  amount  to  something  more  tnan 
sixteen  thousand;  and  of  these  nearly  thirteen 
thousand  are  from  States  where  slavery  is  not  es- 
tablished. If  they  are  to  be  taken  as  any  criterion 
of  the  whole  number  in  service  from  different  parts 
of  the  country,  the  free  States  must  have  furnished 
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by  far  the  greatest  number  of  regular  troops  during 
that  eventful  period.  I  have  been  told  by  the  ven- 
erable gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  For- 
rest,) who  was  himself  an  actor  in  the  scene,  that 
at  the  siege  of  York,  in  the  heart  of  Virginia,  there 
were  not  four  hundred  Virginia  troops,  exclusive 
of  militia,  present  at  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis. 
Sir,  the  history  of  the  late  war  brings  us  to  the 
same  conclusion.  With  more  than  one-half  of  the 
people  of  New  England  opposed  to  that  war,  we, 
sir,  the  Republicans  of  the  North,  furnished  more 
recruits  to  your  regular  army  than  any  other  por- 
tion of  the  country  of  equal  extent.  For  the  truth 
of  this  statement  I  refer  you  to  the  returns  in  the 
War  Office.  I  shall  ever  be  the  first  to  acknow- 
ledge, that  the  soldiers  of  the  South  and  the  West 
are  as  brave,  as  generous,  and  as  patriotic,  as  those 
of  any  other  portion  of  the  Union.  But  the  expe- 
rience of  all  our  wars  proves  that,  though  capable 
of  great  exertions  as  volunteers  and  militiamen, 
when  employed  for  a  short  time  on  a  particular 
service,  the  inhabitants  of  the  slaveholding  States 
do  not  furnish  the  country,  either  in  war  or  in 
peace,  with  many  regular  soldiers. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  the  topics  to  which  I  have 
here  alluded  are  of  a  delicaPe  nature ;  and  I  should 
not  have  adverted  to  this  view  of  the  subject,  con- 
clusive as  it  is  against  the  extension  oi  slavery, 
but  to  repel  an  assertion,  often  made  in  this  debate, 
that,  whatever  may  be  the  evils  of  slavery,  they 
are  confined  exclusively  to  the  slaveholding  States, 
and  are,  therefore,  no  concern  of  ours.  Is  it  noth- 
ing to  us  that,  in  more  than  half  the  Union,  a  state 
of  things  exists  unfavorable  to  commerce,  to  manu- 
factures, to  agricultural  improvements,  and  which 
abstracts  materially  from  the  military  strength  and 
defence  of  our  common  country  ?  And  is  it  noth- 
ing to  us,  whether  our  new  confederates  bring 
freedom  or  slavery,  strength  or  weakness,  with 
them  into  our  Union  ?  This,  then,  is  the  interest, 
deep  and  lasting,  which  we  have  in  the  present 
question  ;  and  this  the  motive,  just  and  honorable, 
which  we  feel,  in  urging  witn  ardor  the  adoption 
of  a  measure  calculated,  as  we  believe,  to  promote 
all  the  great  objects  for  which  the  Government 
itself  was  at  first  established. 

A  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Ranholph) 
has  told  us,  that  all  the  misfortunes  of  his  life  (they 
have,  he  says,  been  neither  few  nor  inconsiderable) 
are  light  in  the  balance,  when  compared  with  the 
single  misfortune  of  having  been  born  the  master 
of  slaves.  Sir,  of  the  truth  of  this  remark  I  have 
not  the  slightest  doubt.  It  is  one  of  the  peculiar 
evils  of  this  connexion,  that  it  is  alike  injurious  to 
the  master  and  to  the  slave — that  the  one  can  no 
more  avoid,  than  the  other  dares  avow,  or  avenge 
the  mutual  misfortune  and  injustice  of  their  several 
lots.  Knowing  this,  and  feeling  daily  the  misery 
and  the  dangers  of  slavery,  it  is  surely  something 
more  than  strange,  it  is  all  but  incredible,  that  the 
slaveholding  States  should  yet  wish  to  entail  on 
the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi  this  tremen- 
dous calamity.  Such  was  not  formerly  the  state 
of  public  feeling  on  this  subject;  on  the  contrary, 
the  desire  to  contract  the  limits  within  which  sla- 
very might  exist,  was  the  predominant  sentiment 


with  the  fathers  of  the  Revolution,  whether  from 
the  North  or  from  the  South.  The  ordinance  of 
1787  received  the  support  of  the  Southern  States ; 
and  the  restriction  on  slavery,  contained  in  its  sixth 
article,  was  introduced  on  the  motion  of  Virginia. 
We  have  now  acquired  another  Territory,  even 
more  extensive  than  the  Northwest.  We  wish  to 
pursue  toward  it  the  same  policy,  and  impose  upon 
It  the  same  restriction ;  but  we  find  no  longer  a 
like  support  from  the  slaveholding  States.  The 
Jeffersons  of  the  present  day,  if  any  such  there  be, 
are  no  longer  heard  to  describe  slavery  as  a  crime; 
there  is  no  longer  a  Patrick  Henry  in  the  South, 
to  denounce  it  as  inconsistent  with  Christianity ; 
no  Tucker  to  refute,  with  irrefragable  arguments, 
the  miserable  sophistry  of  its  advocates;  and  as  for 
the  Grayson  of  our  times,  it  is  to  my  friend  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Taylor,)  the  mover  of  this 
amendment,  and  not  to  any  son  of  the  South,  that 
this  humble  cognomen  must  now  be  applied.  All 
we  ask  of  the  South  is,  that  they  would  do  for  Mis- 
souri what  they  have  already  done  for  Ohio,  Indi- 
ana, and  Illinois.  We  say  to  them,  if  you  cannot 
remove  slavery  from  among  yourselves,  do  not  ex- 
tend it  to  others;  let  it  suffice  for  your  justification, 
that  you  lament  its  existence,  that  you  load  with 
execrations  the  memory  of  those  by  whom  it  was 
fixed  upon  you ;  but  do  not  subject  yourselves  to 
the  same  censure  from  the  people  of^  Missouri  m 
every  succeeding  age.  Your  condemnation  will 
indeed  be  greater  than  that  of  your  fathers.  To 
them  the  possession  of  slaves  might,  perhaps,  have 
appeared  an  advantage,  but  with  you,  who  have 
tried  it,  there  can  be  no  such  delusion. 

And  who,  sir,  is  to  suffer  by  this  measure  ?  Not 
the  free  States.  It  is  a  point  conceded,  that  they 
will  gain  by  this  restriction.  Will  the  people  of 
Missouri,  then,  be  injured  by  it  ?  The  Speaker 
(Mr.  Clay)  has  told  us.  that,  if  asked  his  opinion 
by  the  people  of  Missouri,  he  would  advise  them 
not  to  establish  slavery  among  them.  The  same 
has  been  said  by  others  opposed  to  this  restriction. 
The  question  or  expediency,  then,  is  abandoned, 
as  to  the  free  States,  and  as  to  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri. They  will  both  gain  by  this  restriction. 
But  it  is  said  that  the  old  slaveholding  States  will 
be  injured  by  it,  and  that  the  country  west  of  the 
Mississippi  is  necessary  as  an  outlet  for  their  re- 
dundant slave  population.  Slavery,  it  is  said,  be- 
comes less  dangerous  by  being  more  widely  dif- 
fused. It  is,  we  are  told,  a  poison  which,  though 
deadly  in  itself,  may  be  weakened,  and  diluted, 
and  rendered  less  fatal,  by  dividing  it  amongst  a 
number,  and  giving  to  each  a  smaUer  portion.  If 
this  were  indeed  the  case,  it  would  even  then  be 
ungenerous  and  unjust  in  us  to  seek  relief  in  our 
sufferings  at  the  expense  of  others,  or  to  extend  to 
our  brethren  (though  they  may  be  willing  to  share 
with  us)  thebitter  ingredients  of  our  own  poisoned 
chalice.  But,  sir,  this  metaphor  is  inapplicable  to 
the  present  case;  and,  if  we  must  indulge  in  com- 
parisons, I  would  rather  liken  slavery  to  some 
noxious  plant — to  some  poison  tree — the  Bohon- 
Upas,  if  you  will.  And  what  are  we  now  called 
upon  to  do  ?  To  lay  the  axe  to  the  root  of  this 
deadly  tree?    No,  sir;  but  to  lop  its  excrescences 
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a  half  of  slaves ; 
double  their  num- 
is,    that  we  have 


merely,  to  prone  its  too  exuberant  growth,  and  to 
transler  to  the  fertile  regions  of  the  West  new 
scions  from  the  parent  stock,  there  to  flourish  and 
increase  in  rank  luxuriance,  till  their  fatal  branches 
shall  overshadow  and  darken  all  the  land.  IS'ever 
was  hope  more  fallacious  than  that  of  lessening, 
permanently,  the  evils  of  slavery  in  the  old  States, 
by  extendmg  them  to  the  new.  The  evil  is,  that 
we  have  already  a  million  and 
and  the  remedy  proposed  is  to 
ber.  Our  present  misfortune 
eleven  slaveholding  States  ;  and  we  hope  to  alle- 
viate this  misfortune  by  creating  as  many  more  ! 
It  is,  indeed,  the  hope  of  desperation;  it  is  drinking 
for  the  dropsy  ;  it  is  the  relief,  short  and  fatal, 
which  the  mvolved  debtor  finds  m  new  loans  upon 
usurious  interest,  which  remove  misfortunes  for  a 
time,  that  they  may  return  again,  as  they  are  sure 
to  do,  with  accumulated  force  upon  their  unhappy 
victim. 

But  we  are  told  if  this  restriction  is  imposed  it 
will  not  lessen  the  number  of  slaves  in  the  United 
States,  and  that  this  is  not,  therefore,  a  question 
respecting  the  increase  or  diminution  of  slavery. 
Sir,  I  affirm  that  this  is  the  precise  question  now 
to  be  decided.  A  new  and  extensive  country  is 
about  to  be  settled  ;  and  it  is  for  us  to  say  whether 
it  shall  be  inhabited  by  freemen  or  by  slaves.  In 
a  few  generations  at  the  furthest,  it  must  be  tilled 
with  the  one  or  the  other  ;  and  will  it  be  pretended 
that,  with  twenty  slaveholding  States,  we  shall 
then  have  no  more  slaves  in  them  all  than  we 
should  have  in  ten  ?  Suppose  there  were  but  one, 
would  there  be  as  many  slaves  in  Maryland,  for 
instance,  as  in  all  the  South  and  West?  It  can- 
not be  believed.  This  is,  then,  a  question  of  the 
increase  of  slavery. 

AJl  history  proves  that  emigration  does  not,  for 
any  considerable  time,  diminish  the  number  of  in- 
habitants in  the  country  which  they  leave.  The 
stream  flows,  but  is  not  exhausted ;  it  overflows, 
but  its  banks  are  still  full,  and  not  the  less  so  for 
what  they  have  discharged.  For  two  hundred 
years  the  tide  of  emigration  has  been  constantly 
setting,  with  a  steady  current,  from  the  old  to  the 
new  world;  yet  no  one  believes  that  Europe  is 
less  populous  now  than  she  would  have  been  if 
America  had  never  been  discovered.  On  the  con- 
trary, her  inhabitants  never  doubled  their  num- 
bers, within  such  short  terms,  as  since  the  discov- 
ery of  this  country.  In  Spain,  it  has  been  often 
remarked,  that  the  provinces  which  sent  forth  the 
rnost  emigrants  to  America  were,  at  the  same 
time,  the  best  peopled.  The  same  is  true  of  Ire- 
land. The  oppression  of  her  rulers  has  driven  her 
sons  to  seek  an  asylum  in  every  quarter  of  the 

fjobe;  yet  no  part  of  the  British  dominions  in 
iurope  has  increased  so  fast  in  inhabitants  for  the 
last  hundred  years  as  Ireland.  We  see  the  same 
principle  of  population  exemplified  among  our- 
selves. From  New  England  have  proceeded  those 
hardy  adventurers  who  have  filled  all  the  north- 
western States  ;  who  have  settled  a  large  portion 
of  New  York  ;  and  who  are,  in  short,  to  be  found 
m  every  State,  and,  I  may  almost  say,  in  every 
county  m  the  Union.     Yet  New  England,  though 


constantly  pouring  forth  such  swarms  of  emi- 
grants, is  at  the  same  time  the  most  populous  and 
best  settled  part  of  our  country.  In  short,  sir,  a 
moderate  and  steady  emigration  from  old  to  new 
countries  is  the  surest  possible  method  of  increas- 
ing the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  old  and  new 
combined,  if  not,  as  I  believe,  in  each  by  itself. 
Take  the  case  of  slaves  in  our  own  country.  The 
States  of  Georgia,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Missis- 
sippi,and  Alabama,  have  been  supplied  with  slaves 
principally  from  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  the  two 
Carolinas.  Yet  the  slaves  have,  in  the  meantime, 
increased  in  these  latter  States  faster  than  the 
whites.  '  Is  not  this  a  most  instructive  and  alarm- 
ing fact  ?  And  must  we  not  infer  that  their  fur- 
ther extension  will  be  attended  with  a  still  more 
rapid  increase? 

Look,  sir,  at  the  country  from  whence,  for  two 
hundred  years,  these  unhappy  victims  have  been 
wafted  to  your  shores,  till  the  new  world,  the  con- 
tinent, and  the  isles,  has  become  almost  a  second 
Africa,  covered  and  cursed  with  the  same  sable 
race.  Yet  never,  since  the  commencement  of  the 
slave  trade,  has  Africa  been  more  populous  than 
she  is  at  the  present  day.  There,  as  here,  slaves 
have  been  constantly  in  demand;  there,  as  here, 
they  have  been  a  profitable  article  in  market ;  there 
to  be  produced,  here  to  be  employed.  Sir,  there  is 
something  dreadful  in  the  idea  of  making  human 
flesh  the  object  of  human  traffic  ;  but,  when  it  is 
so  considered,  the  ordinary  rules  of  trade  apply 
equally  to  this  as  to  other  branches  of  commerce; 
and  we  all  know  that  supply  and  demand,  in  the 
mercantile  world,  must  always,  for  any  given 
length  of  time,  correspond  very  nearly  with  each 
other.  If,  then,  there  is  a  demand  for  slaves  in 
the  United  States,  that  demand  will  be  supplied. 
And  will  slavery  be  less  an  evil,  or  slaves  be  more 
easily  managed,  when  you  have  five  millions, than 
now  that  you  have  only  one  or  two  ?  When  you 
have  twenty,  than  now  that  you  have  eleven 
slaveholding  States?  No,  sir;  time,  instead  of 
removing,  constantly  aggravates  the  evils  of  sla- 
very wherever  it  exists.  As  well  might  you  hope 
to  save  your  own  house  in  flames,  by  setting  fire 
to  your  neighbor's;  to  remove  disease  already  con- 
tracted, by  infecting  others  with  your  disorder;  in 
a  word,  to  avoid  any  other  misfortune,  by  involv- 
ing all  your  friends  in  the  same  calamity,  as  hope 
to  escape  the  plague  of  slavery  by  extending  it  to 
the  States  west  of  the  Mississippi.  This,  then,  is 
my  conclusion :  the  slaveholding  States  will  event- 
ually suflTer  nothing  by  this  restriction  ;  the  people 
of  Missouri  will  gain  every  thing  by  it;  and  the 
free  States,  it  is  universally  acknowledged,  are 
most  deeply  interested  in  its  success. 

Let  us  examine  this  measure,  Mr.  Chairman,  in 
another  point  of  view.  We  are  all  united  in  our 
detestation  of  the  slave  trade.  Gentlemen  from 
the  South  and  the  Southwest  seem,  indeed,  emu- 
lous of  each  others'  eloquence,  in  denouncing 
this  disgraceful  traffic.  But,  what  is  it,  sir,  that 
constitutes  the  guilt  and  the  cruelty  of  the  slave 
trade  ?  I  answer,  it  is  the  breach  of  every  tender 
and  every  domestic  tie — the  separation  of  parent*; 
from  their  children,  of  husbands  from  their  wives, 
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and  of  friends  and  connexions  from  those  with  I  conduct  is  in  opposition  to  those  laws  We  nro- 
whom,  from  infancy,  they  have  been  united ;  it  is  I  hibit  the  slave  trade,  and  yet  daily  create  new 
this:  It  IS  carrying  them  strangers  to  a  strange  '  demands  for  slaves  ;  thus,  holding  out  the  strongest 
land-which  constitutes  the  bitter  pill  in  the  cup  !  inducements  to  violate  our  own  laws  All  tbe 
of  slavery.  And  yet  all  this,  and  worse,  occurs  in  i  armies  of  Napoleon  could  not  prevent  the  introduc- 
the  domestic  slave  trade,  carried  on,  for  many  I  tion  and  use  of  British  goods  on  the  Continent  of 
l?^'  S?f;.U  !.  ''''Vl"^' .  ^^^^'^^  ^''"^'^^  P^I«-  '  Europe.  And  why  not,  sir?  Because  those  goods 
ware  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  on  the  one  hand,  were  cheap  at  Dover,  and  dear  at  Calais  No 
and  the  slaveholding  States  further  South  and  more  can  your  laws  and  your  fleets  prevent  the  in- 
West  on  the  other.  It  may  well  be  doubted  whe-  i  troduction  of  slaves  in  the  United  States,  while 
ther  the  African,  poor  and  ignorant,  and  oppressed  i  those  slaves  are  cheap  in  Cuba,  and  dear  at  New 
in  his  native  country,  suffers  more  by  becoming  a  !  Orleans.  If  you  would  destroy  the  slave  trade 
slave  in  Maryland  and  Virginia,  than  the  native  '  begin  with  shutting  up  the  slave  markets  which 
black  not  always  a  slave,  does,  by  beinc  trans-  i  you  have  opened  beyond  the  Mississippi.  If  you 
ported  from  this  temperate  climate,  and  the  mild  I  will  not  do  this,  repeal  your  laws  against  the  slave 
usage  he  inay  here  receive,  to  toil  and  perish  in  i  trade  altogether ;  and  do  not  compel  the  dealer  in 
the  rice  fields  of  Georgia,  in  the  cypress  swamps  I  human  flesh  to  add  to  the  many  crimes  which  he 
ot  Louisiana  or  in  turning  up  new  grounds,  and  !  must  daily  commit,  the  needless  one  of  violating 
piercing  the  deep  forests  the  interminable  wilder-  your  laws,  since  you  mean  not  that  those  laws 
ness  of  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  or  the  yet  more  i  shall  be  enforced.  Sir,  there  is  no  one  who  bears 
remote  prairies  of  the  Missouri  and  the  Kansas.  !  me  that  would  not  revolt  atsuch  a  course;  and  yet 
We  have  already  established  a  slave  trade  at  home,  i  this  also  is  one  of  the  questions  we  have  to  decide 
among  ourselves,  carried  on  even  here,  under  the  I  whether  we  shall  discountenance  the  slave  trade 


or  do  all  in  our  power,  short  of  repealing  our  laws 
against  it,  to  extend  its  range,  by  creating  a  new 
d(  mand  for  slaves  in  the  West. 

But,  say  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  Missouri 
will  not  submit  to  your  restriction.     Are  you  states 


eye  ol  power,  in  this  seat  and  centre  of  federal  au- 
thority, and  within  sight  of  this  legislative  hall; 
and  it  is,  Mr.  Chairman,  among  the  questions  in- 
volved in  this  restriction,  whether  this  domestic 

slave  trade  shall  be  increased  to  a  tenfold  extent,  w...  ,.ui  suuimi  loyourresiricuon.  Are  you  states 
by  creatmg  an  insatiable  demand  for  slaves  beyond  |  men,  says  the  Speaker,  and  have  you  liot  looked 
the  Mississippi  ;  or  whether,  by  confining  slavery  |  forward  to  consequences  ?  Suppose  Missouri  re- 
within  Its  present  limits,  this  disgraceful  traffic  sists,  what  are  to  be  your  ulterior  measures  ?  Sir 
ceasing  to   be  profitable,  shall  likewise  cease  to  \  this  objection,  like  many  others  urged  in  this  de- 

^*i«  *u-  I  -  '  bate,  is,  in  my  opinion,  founded  upon  a  misappre- 

INor  IS  this  ineasure  less  important  in  reference  |  hension  of  the  character  and  the  consequences  of 
to  the  loreign  slave  trade.  It  is  certain  that  many  '  this  measure.  The  law  we  are  about  to  pass,  is 
slaves  are  annually  smuggled  into  the  United  i  not  an  ordinary  act  of  legislation.  It  is  not  an 
btates  in  direct  violation  ot  our  laws.  We  have,  '  authority  vested  in  the  Executive,  to  be  enforced 
indeed,  been  told  that  their  number  is  small ;  and  by  him,'like  other  laws,  with  the  arm  of  the  civil, 
the  bpeaker  (Mr.  Clay)  has  exhibited  to  us  a  1  and,  if  necess^y,  of  the  military  power.  The 
statement  of  some  three  or  four  hundred  slaves,  re-  i  people  of  Missouri,  when  met  in  convention,  may' 
ported  to  the  Government  as  having  been  illicitly  I  determine  that  it  is  inexpedient  for  them,  at  this 
introduced.  But,  does  he  suppose  that  this  is  all  ?  ,  time,  and  upon  these  terms,  to  become  a  State  : 
or  would  he  have  us  infer  from  this  statement,  I  and  if  they  do  so  determine,  there  is,  as  I  have  al- 
that  the  slave  smugfirlers  regularly  inform  the  Gov-  ;  ready  shown,  an  end  of  our  present  act.  This 
ernment  of  their  criminal  proceedings  ?  No,  sir  ;  j  single  fact,  which  no  one  will  deny,  appears  to  me 
01  the  unhappy  beings,  thus  in  violation  of  all  laws  to  furnish  a  conclusive  answer  to  all  that  has  been 
transported  to  our  shores,  and  thrown  by  force  I  said  on  this  part  of  the  subject.  It  proves  at  once 
mto  the  mass  of  our  black  population,  scarcely  one  1  the  true  nature  of  this  transaction,  which  is,  in  ef- 
in  a  hundred  is  ever  detected  by  the  officers  of  the  !  feet,  nothing  more  than  a  proposition  to  treat  with 
ueneral  t^overnment  in  a  part  of  the  country,  |  Missouri,  as  to  her  admission  into  the  Union.  This 
wnere,it  weare  to  believe  the  statement  of  Gov- I  act  contains  our  first  proposals  ;  if  they  are  rejected 
emor  Kabun,  an  officer  who  would  perform  his  j  by  Missouri  (and  she  has  a  perfect  right  to  reject 
auiy,  by  attemming  to  enforce  the  law,  (against  I  any  or  ailof  them)  we  may  then  propose  any  other 
the  Slave  trade)  is  by  many,  considered  as  an  of-  I  terms,  more  or  less  favorable  to  her,  provided  they 
ticious  meddler,  and  treated  with  derision  and  con-  I  are  not  inconsistent  with  the  Constitutional  limi- 
tempt ;  treated  with  derision  and  contempt,  sir,  I  tations  which  I  have  already  noticed, 
or  endt|avoring  to  restrain  the  slave  trade  !  And  I  Bu^  we  are  told  Missouri  will  form  a  constitu- 
this  IS  the  testimony  of  the  Governor  of  Georgia,  i  tion  for  herself,  and  demand  admission,  and>  that 
with  respect  to  the  people  of  his  own  State.  I  !  we  d^re  not  refuse  her.  It  is  a  sufficient  answer 
have  been  told  by  a  gentleman,  who  has  attended  '  to  this  threat  of  consequences,  to  say,  that  Mis- 
particularly  to  this  subject,  that  ten  thousand  slaves  !  souri  has  no  right  to  do  so  ;  that  she  is  a  Territory,  ' 
were  m  one  year  smuggled  into  the  United  States- '       "  ^  ■. 

and  that,  even  for  the  last  year,  we  must  count  the 
number  not  by  hundreds,  but  by  thousands.  If  this 
be  true,  is  even  the  foreign  slave  trade  abolished 


and  can  never  become  a  State  without  our  con- 
sent. But  she  will  throw  off  her  allegiance,  and 
erect  an  independent  government  of  her  own. 
And  has  it  come 


to  this  ?     And  are  we  in  such 


-  »" -.*v,..o..^u  j  r%.ua  uas   ii   come   lo   iui»  t     nuu  are  we  in  sucn 

amongst  us  ?    Our  laws  declare  that  it  is ;  but  our  |  want  of  new  confederates,  that  we  must  abandon 
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our  just  rights  for  fear  of  giving  offence  to  our 
foreign  Territories  ?  Are  the  good  old  thirteen, 
who  in  their  infancy  would  brook  no  insult,  even 
from  the  parent  State,  already  reduced  so  low  as 
to  be  threatened  with  disunion  by  a  people  of 
whose  existence  thev  are  hardly  yet  informed  ? 
Is  this  the  orphan  of  the  West,  described  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Holmes)  as 
coming  by  the  way  of  the  wilderness,  with  her 
locks  wet  with  the  dews  of  night,  asking  shelter 
and  seeking  protection  beneath  the  arm  of  our 
power  ?  Or  is  it  rather  an  armed  warrior,  knock- 
ing, sword  in  hand,  at  our  gate,  and  threatening 
fiercely  to  demolish  the  portal  if  not  instantly 
thrown  open,  that  he  may  enter  ?  We  have  been 
told  by  the  Speaker  that  the  people  of  Missouri 
are  ready  to  shoulder  their  muskets,  to  march  en 
mas^j  and  force  their  wa^y  into  this  hall.  Sir,  if 
this  be  indeed  so,  it  is  time  to  barricade  the  doors. 
If  it  be  an  enemy  that  is  advancing,  let  us  bar  our 
gates,  and  prepare  for  our  defence  ;  and  for  doing 
this,  too,  there  is  more  and  better  reason,  if  within 
the  fortress  itself  there  be  those  who  would  throw 
down  the  barriers  and  welcome  in  the  invader. 

But,  not  only  will  Missouri  revolt  from  our  au- 
thority: the  slaveholding  States  will  join  with  her, 
and,  if  this  restriction  passes,  the  Union  will  be 
dissolved.     Such,  sir,  is  the  language  which  I  have 
heard,  with  infinite  regret,  upon   this  floor,  not 
from  two   or   three   members   merely,   but   from 
almost  all   those  who   have   spoken  against  this 
amendment.     In  my  mind,  Mr.  Chairman,  there 
would  be  much  more  of  terror  in  this  threat,  (or,  if 
a  milder  terra  be  preferred,)   in  this  prediction,  of 
disunion,  if  it  were  now  for  the  first  time  employ- 
ed.    But  it  has  been  often  used  before.     The  first 
threats  of  disunion  Avhich  I  now  remember  in  our 
history  came  from  Kentucky,  where,  some  thirty 
years  ago,  certain  persons  threatened  to  join  the 
Spaniards  of  Louisiana  if  their  wishes  were  not 
granted.     It  is  not  now  thought,  I  believe,  that 
there  was  much  real  danger  to  the  Union  in  that 
case.     In  1798-9,  the  Union  was  again  said  to  be 
in  danger.     The  sound  then  came  from  Virginia, 
and  was  loudly  echoed  back  by  her  daughter  of  the 
West.    Yet  do  division  followed.     I,  for  one,  ap- 
plaud, sir,   the   Constitutional   opposition   which 
Virginia  then   made  to  certain  measures  of  the 
General  Government ;  but  I  at  the  same  time  as 
decidedly  condemn  the  threats  of  disunion,  and 
those  ulterior  designs  of  armed  resistance,  which 
some  ardent  minds  were  supposed  then  to  entertain. 
In  1814-15  disunion  was  again  threatened  -,  and  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  the  threat  then  came  from  the 
North.     But  mark  the  result.     When  the  people 
of  New  England  began  to  suspect  that  certain 
leading  men  among  them  were  in  favor  of  a  dis- 
solution of  the  Union,  they  abandoned  those  lead- 
ers.    The  great  body  even  ol  the  Federalists  said, 
we  disapprove  of  the  war,  indeed,  but  you  mistake 
us  altogether  if  you   think  us  unfriendly  to  the 
Union,  or  that  we  wish  to  destroy  the  Constitution. 
The  idea  of  a  division  of  the  States  met  nowhere 
with  more  pointed  disapprobation  than  in  New 
England;  and  I  hazard  nothing  in  saying,  that  if 
armed  resistance  to  the  laws  bad,  even  in  the  dark- 


est period  of  the  late  war,  been  attempted  amongst 
us,  we  sir,  the  republicans  of  the  North,  without 
aid  from  our  Southern  brethren,  should  at  once 
have  put  down  insurrection,  and  by  our  own 
strength  alone  driven  trea.son  and  rebellion  out  of 
the  land.  But  the  enemies  of  the  Government  did 
not  dare  to  go  the  length  of  open  resistance. 

In  the  same  manner,  I  hare  no  doubt  that  a  con- 
vention in  the  South,  having  for  lUs  object  the  ex- 
tension of  slavery  to  Missouri,  would   be  equally 
unsuccessful  as  the  convention  at  the  North.    Our 
malcontents,  whatever  might  have  been  their  real 
objects,  had  some  popular  topics  to   urge:  they 
were  the  friends  of  commerce  and  of  peace — ob- 
jects dear  to  every  wise  and  enlightened  mind. 
But  what  would  the  founders  of  the  Southern  and 
Western   empire  have  to  urge  in  their  defence? 
Why,  sir.  the  author  of  their  new  declaration  of 
independence  would  have  to  sav,  not  as  our  fathers 
said  against  the  King  of  England,  that  the  slave 
trade  had  been  continued  contrary  to  their  wishes, 
but  that  Congress  had  endeavored  to  restrain  slave- 
ry within  its  ancient  limits  ;  that  it  had  proposed 
its  inhibition  to  Missouri,  and  therefore  that  they, 
the  South  and  the  West,  no  longer  owed  allegiance 
to  the  Union.     Believe  me,  sir,  this  will   not  be 
their  course.     I  think  too  well  of  them  to  believe 
that,  in  such  a  cause,   they  would  resort  to  arms 
against  their  brethren.    If,  unhappily,  a  dissolution 
of  the  Union  should  ever  take  place,  it  will  not  be 
for  the  sake  of  extending  slavery  beyond  the  Mis- 
sissippi.    If  the    Southern   and    Western    States 
should  ever  abandon  the  stars  and  stri})es  of  our 
national  Union,  it  will  nut  be  to  unfurl  for  them- 
selves a  standard  bearing  on  its  field  a  slave  mana- 
cled.    No,  sir,  this  is  not  a  cause  in  which  to  enlist, 
the  feelings  of  a  generous  and  enlightened  people, 
such  as  I  esteem  them  to  be.     They  may,  indeed, 
think  the  course  we  are  pursuing  impolitic  and 
unwise,    but  they  are  not  prepared,   with  armed 
force,  to  resist  the  measures  of  Congress,  and,  least 
of  all,  when  those  measures  have  for  their  object 
the  diminution  of  slavery,  the  extension  of  free- 
dom, and  the  secure  enjoyment  of  the  equal  rights 
of  man.     When,  therefore,   disunion  is  predicted 
as  the  consequence  of  our  measures,  I  listen  to  it 
with  regret,  indeed,  but  also  with  incredulity;  and 
therefore  without  dismay.     Sir,  our  Confederacy 
is  not  so  easily  de.'^troyed ;  it  is  cemented  by  the 
mutual  interests  of  all  its  members ;  and  the  un- 
derstandings, the  affections,  and  the  hearts,  of  the 
people  are  knit  together  in  one  common  bond  of 
indissoluble  union. 

Much  has  been  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  this  de- 
bate, respecting  the  motives  of  the  friends  of  this 
restriction  ;  and  an  appeal  has  been  made  to  vul- 
gar prejudices  by  calling  it  a  federal  measure,  as 
if  its  merits  could  depend  upon  its  authors.  Yet 
I  am  willing  to  try  it  even  by  this  test,  since  it  is 
well  known  that  it  originated  with  Republicans  ; 
that  it  is  supported  by  Republicans  throughout  the 
free  States  ;  and  that  the  Federalists  of  the  South 
are  its  warm  opponents.  The  question,  then,  is 
not  between  Federalists  and  Republicans,  but  be- 
tween slaveholders  and  those  who  hold  no  slaves. 
It  is  a  knowledge  of  this  fact  which  has  induced 
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the  free  States,  usually  so  much  divided  among 
themselves,  to  advance  on  this  occasion  with  so 
much  ardor  and  unanimity  to  the  attainment 
of  their  object.  And  well  might  they,  in  .such  a 
cause,  throw  aside  their  local  jealousies,  their  petty 
feuds,  and  their  temporarv  strifes,  when  the  best 
hopes  of  man  are  all  involved  in  the  issue ;  when 
the  lasting  prosperity  of  the  Union  is  at  stake,  and 
their  own  peculiar  interests  all  cast  upon  the  die. 
With  us,  disunion  would  be  suicide  ;  for  we  stand 
here  merely  on  the  defensive ;  and  most  untruly 
and  unjustly  is  it  said,  that  we  are  seeking  to  in- 
jure or  degrade  the  Southern  States,  while  we 
wish  only  to  defend  ourselves.  Whether  with  or 
without  slaves,  Missouri  will  still  be  a  Southern 
State — -Southern  in  her  position,  in  her  character, 
in  her  interests,  and  in  ner  political  connexions. 
To  all  this  we  have  nothing  to  object.  We  only 
wish  that  she  should  not  be  a  slaveholding  State. 
It  is  not  Southern  influence  or  Southern  representa- 
tion to  which  we  are  unfriendly — but  slave  influ- 
ence and  slave  representation  which  we  wish  to 
confine  within  the  limits  of  the  present  States, 
and,  in  so  doing,  we  only  fulfil  the  wishes  and 
expectations  of  the  people,  when  the  Constitution 
itself  was  first  adopted. 

If  we  look  back  to  the  debates  of  the  State  con- 
vention.s,  we  shall  find  that  the  Constitution  was 
universally  considered  as  leading  to  the  gradual 
abolition  of  slavery,  even  in  the  old  States,  and 
as  furnishing  no  excuse  for  its  extension  to  the 
new.  Of  thus  fact  it  would  be  easy  to  produce  the 
fullest  proof.  In  Massachusetts  convention,  Judge 
Dawes  said,  in  defending  the  Constitution  even 
for  tolerating  slavery,  "  the  convention  did  all  they 
'  could  in  this  case ;  and  we  may  say  that,  though 
'  slavery  is  not  smitten  by  an  apoplexy,  yet  it  has 
'  received  a  deadly  wound,  and  willdieof  cousump- 
'  tioD."  What,  sir,  would  have  been  the  astonish- 
ment of  men  who  adopted  the  Constitution  under 
this  belief,  if  they  had  been  told  that,  within  the  first 
generation,  slavery  would  extend  over  twice  its 
ancient  limits,  and  that,  instead  of  being  smitten 
by  an  apoplexv,  or  dying  of  a  consumption,  it  was 
to  receive  fresn  strength  under  the  neAV  Govern- 
ment, and  have  infused  into  it,  by  this  very  Con- 
stitution, new  life  and  vigor?  "The  migration 
and  importation,"  said  General  Heath,  in  the  same 
'  assembly,  "is  confined  to  the  States  now  existing 
'  only  ;  new  States  cannot  claim  it.  But  whether 
'  those  in  slaverv,  in  the  Southern  Sutes,  will  be 
'  enaancioated  after  1808, 1  do  not  pretend  to  deter- 
'  mine— I  rather  doubt  it."  An  opinion  it  seems 
prevailed,  that  Congress  might  abolish  slavery, 
even  there,  after  1808  ;  this  he  rather  doubled,  but 
said  that  slavery  could  not  be  extended  to  the  new 
Stat«.  No  one  can  read  these  debates  without 
perceiving,  that  the  Constitution  would  never  have 
been  adopted  in  Massachusetts,  had  it  not  been 
considered  as  unfavorable  to  slavery,  even  within 
its  ancient  limits !  The  same  may  be  be  said  of  all 
the  New  England  States.  The  I  ike  sentiments  were 
also  expressed  in  the  New  York  convention  and 
were  urged  with  equal  confidence  in  Pennsylvania. 
"  The  new  States,"  said  Judge  Wilson,  who  was 
himself  one  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution, 


"will  be  under  the  control  of  Congress  in  this  par- 
ticular, and  slaves  will  never  be  introduced  among 
them."  "  Yet  a  few  years,"  he  adds,  "  and  Con- 
gress will  have  the  power  to  exterminate  slavery 
from  within  our  borders."  We  find  the  same  opin- 
ions expressed  even  in  the  slaveholding  States: 
"  There  is  no  clause,"  said  George  Mason,  in  the 
Virginia  convention,  "  that  will  prevent  the  North- 
ern and  Eastern  States  from  meddling  with  our 
whole  property  of  this  kind."  Patrick  Henry  went 
even  further—"  Congress,"  said  he,  "  may  liberate 
every  one  of  your  slaves,  if  they  please.  They 
have  the  power  in  clear  unequivocal  terms,  and 
will  clearly  and  certainly  exercise  it." 

It  is  surely  unnecessary  to  quote  further  author- 
ities. I  have  not  produced  these,  as  containing 
ray  own  views  of  the  Constitution  ;  for,  in  some 
respects,  they  are  certainly  incorrect ;  but  merely 
to  show,  what  the  whole  history  of  the  tiroes 
proves,  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  and 
those  by  whom  it  was  adopted,  both  its  friends 
and  its  enemies,  in  every  part  of  the  country,  con- 
sidered it  as  leading  gradually  to  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  old  States,  and  as  guarding  effec- 
tually against  its  introduction  into  the  new  States. 
In  proposing  the  present  measure,  then,  we  are 
only  doing  what  was  expected  from  us  by  the 
founders  of  our  Republic  ;  and  it  is,  therefore,  not 
on  us,  but  on  our  opponents,  that  the  imputation 
rests,  of  introducing  new  and  alarming  doctrines, 
unknown  to  our  fathers,  and  unsanctioned  by  the 
Constitution.  The  free  States,  sir,  would  never 
have  come  into  this  Union,  had  they  supposed  it 
possible  that,  within  the  first  generation,  they 
would  become  a  minority  in  the  Government. 
There  wants  but  one,  on  the  other  side,  to  make 
them  so  at  present  in  the  Senate ;  and,  at  this 
moment,  the  representation  of  slaves  alone,  on  this 
floor,  exclusive  of  the  whites,  exceeds  in  number, 
and,  on  this  very  question,  out-votes  all  the  Rep- 
resentatives from  six  out  of  eleven  of  the  non- 
slaveholding  States. 

Feeling  the  weight  of  this  slave  representation, 
and  knowing  with  what  fatal  activity  it  increases, 
is  it  strange  that  the  free  States,  believing  they 
possess  authority  under  the  Constitution,  should 
wish  to  prevent  its  existence  in  States  hereafter  to 
be  admitted,  as  they  have  already  prevented  it 
in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois  ?  No,  sir,  in  such 
a  cause  it  would  be  strange  indeed  if  the  best  hearts 
and  the  best  minds  of  our  country,  its  wisdom  and 
its  virtue,  were  not  all  engaged  on  this  occasion. 
Nor,  in  truth,  have  the  free  States  been  wanting 
to  themselves  on  this  great  day  of  their  trial ;  and 
if  we,  their  representatives  on  this  floor,  have  but 
firmness  to  perform,  painful  as  it  may  be,  the  du- 
ties of  our  station,  all  will  be  well  with  them — all 
will  yet  be  well,  if  we  are  but  true  to  our  constit- 
uents, and  true  to  ourselves.  And.what,  let  me  ask, 
have  we  seen  or  heard,  on  this  occasion,  that  we, 
above  all  others,  should  shrink  from  this  duty,  or 
hesitate  and  falter  in  its  performance  ?  Is  it  the 
conduct  of  the  Senate  in  connecting  Maine  with 
Missouri ;  or  the  declaration  that,  in  future,  no  free 
State  shall  be  admitted  till  a  slaveholding  State 
can  be  /bund  to  form  a  balance  to  it  in  the  Senate? 
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Is  it  the  doctrine,  now  advanced,  that,  instead  of 
three-fifths,  all  the  slaves  ought  to  be  represented  ? 
Or  is  it  the  assertion,  that  slavery  is  the  natural 
state  of  man,  and  that  slaves  are  happier  than 
their  masters ;  or,  at  any  rate,  that  their  condition 
is  better  than  that  of  soldiers  and  seamen ;  and 
thatslavery  IS  notonlyesublished  in  practice  among 
all  nations,  but  is  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  nature, 
and  expressly  sanctioned  by  our  religion  ?  Are 
these  the  arguments  by  which  we  are  to  be  per- 
suaded to  forego  our  just  rights  on  this  occasion  ? 
Sir,  on  my  mind  they  produce  an  effect  directly 
the  reverse  of  that  intended  by  their  authors. 
When  I  hear  slavery  in  the  Southern  States  la- 
mented as  an  evil,  which  they  cannot  immediately 
remove,  I  acquiesce  in  the  justice  of  this  defence. 
But  when  gentlemen  go  further,  and  not  merely 
excuse  slavery,  but  pronounce  its  eulogium  ;  when 
they  tell  us  that,  however  bad  it  may  be  for  the 
slave,  it  is  no  injury  to  the  master ;  that  he  gains 
by  it,  that  his  ease  and  convenience  are  promoted, 
and,  therefore,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  touched,  I 
tremble  for  the  stability  of  our  republican  institu- 
tions. For  on  what  does  this  defence  of  slavery, 
m  the  abstract,  rest,  but  on  this — that  by  the  de- 
crees of  providence,  one  man  is  born  to  labor,  and 
another  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  that  labor ;  that  one 
is  born  with  a  right  to  govern,  and  another  bound 
to  obey  ;  the  one  a  master,  the  other  a  slave  ?  And 
what  is  this  but  the  very  essence  of  kingly  gov- 
ernment— the  doctrine  ot  tyrants,  in  every  age — 
"the  enormous  faith  of  millions  made  for  one." 

These,  then,  are  the  motives  of  our  conduct : 
Ave  find  slavery  unjust  in  itself;  adverse  to  all  the 
great  branches  of  national  industry ;  a  source  of 
danger  in  time  of  war;  repugnant  to  the  first 
principles  of  our  Republican  Grovernment;  and, 
in  all  these  ways,  extending  its  injurious  effects  to 
the  States  where  its  existence  is  not  even  tolerated. 
We  believe  that  we  possess,  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  power  necessary  to  arrest  the  further  pro- 
gress of  this  great  and  acknowledged  evil ;  and 
the  measure  now  proposed  is  the  joint  result  of 
all  these  motives,  acting  upon  this  belief,  and 
guided  by  our  most  mature  judgments  and  our 
best  reflections.  A.^  such,  we  present  it  to  the 
people  of  Missouri,  in  the  firm  persuasion  that  we 
shall  be  found,  in  the  end,  to  have  consulted  their 
wishes  not  less  than  their  interests  by  this  measure. 
For  what,  sir,  is  Missouri  ?  Not  the  comparative- 
ly few  inhabitants  who  now  possess  the  country  ; 
but  a  State,  large  and  powerful,  capable  of  con- 
taining, and  destined,  I  trust,  to  contain  half  a 
million  of  virtuous  and  intelligent  freemen.  It  is 
to  their  wishes  and  their  interest  that  I  look,  and 
not  to  the  temporary  blindness  or  the  lamentable 
delusions  of  the  present  moment.  If  this  restric- 
tion is  imposed,  in  twenty  years  we  shall  have  the 
people  of  Missouri  thanking  us  for  the  measure, 
as  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois  now  thank  the  Old 
Congress  for  the  ordinance  of  1787.  The  exist- 
ence of  a  State  is  not  limited  to  a  single  genera- 
tion. Its  inhabitants,  yet  unborn,  have  claims 
upon  our  wisdom  and  our  care ;  and  it  is  for  us  to 
determine  what  shall  be  their  character  and  their 
fortunes.    It  is  in  the  first  formation  of  societies 


alone,  that  individuals  have  any  considerable  in- 
fluence upon  governments ;  and  that  few  persons 
have  it  sometimes  in  their  power  to  fix  the  perma- 
nent character  and  enduring  policy  of  States  and 
nations;  to  say  whether  their  institutions  shall  be 
free  or  slavish,  framed  for  the  benefit  of  a  few,  or 
securing  equal  rights  to  all.  But,  after  a  govern- 
ment is  once  formed,  and  the  institutions  of  the 
country  become  fairly  settled,  though  at  first  but 
the  mere  creatures  of  man's  power,  they  act,  in 
turn,  as  the  masters  of  his  will ;  and  form  and 
fashion,  to  their  own  likeness,  the  national  char- 
acter of  the  people.  Never  ^vas  this  remark  more 
applicable  than  to  the  present  case.  It  is  in  our 
power,  by  a  single  act,  to  determine  the  character 
and  the  policy  of  Missouri  in  this  important  sub- 
ject, connected,  as  it  is,  with  so  many  others,  for 
all  succeeding  times ;  and  to  say,  whether  the 
people  whom  we  admit  into  our  Union  shall  bring 
to  it  a  system  of  equal  rights,  extending  the  bless- 
ings of  freedom  alike  to  all,  or  introduce  with 
them  an  odious  monopoly  of  power  and  of  wealth, 
unjust  to  its  victims,  and  injurious  to  its  authors. 
As  we  may  this  day  decide,  posterity  will  bless 
us  for  laying  broad  and  deep  the  foundations  of 
an  equal  government,  or  load  our  memories  with 
the  malediction  of  ages,  for  mistaking  or  neglect- 
ing their  interests,  and  forging  chains  for  them, 
which  we,  the  freemen  of  America,  disdained 
ourselves  to  wear.  It  is  not  often  that  legislators 
have  it  in  their  power  to  do  so  much  good,  or  in- 
flict so  much  evil  on  mankind  ;  and  fortunate  in- 
deed will  be  our  lots,  if  we  are  but  found  equal  to 
the  glorious  task — if  we  are  but  wise,  according 
to  the  measure  of  our  duties,  and  firm  and  faithful 
to  the  end,  in  the  discharge  of  this  mighty  trust. 

Mr.  EowARne,  of  Connecticut,  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman :  After  the  very  able  discussion 
this  subject  has  under^onej  it  may  be  con^idered 
an  evidence  of  vanity  for  me  to  suppose  I  shall  be 
able  to  communicate  any  thing  new.  But  there 
are  some  views  in  which  this  subject  has  presented 
itself  to  my  mind,  which  I  do  not  recollect,  as  yet, 
to  have  heard  distinctly  stated.  If  I  should  be 
unable  to  add  any  thing  to  the  stock  of  information, 
the  importance  of  the  subject  and  its  interesting 
nature  will  be  a  sufficient  apology  for  my  occupy- 
ing a  small  portion  of  thp  time  of  the  Committee. 

This  subject  is  important,  not  only  on  account 
of  its  effects  upon  the  future  prosperity  and  wel- 
fare of  the  nation,  but  on  account  of  the  extreme 
interest  felt  in  it  by  almost  every  portion  of  this 
community.  The  local  and  sectional  feelings  in- 
volved in  this  question  are,  of  themselves,  sufficient 
to  attach  to  it  no  ordinary  degree  of  importance. 
This  is,  perhaps,  the  first  instance  in  which  a 
question  has  arisen,  since  the  organization  of  our 
Grovernment,  where  the  division  of  sentiment  could 
be  traced  on  the  map  of  our  country. 

The  first  subject  presented  for  our  consideration 
is  the  constitutionality  of  the  proposed  amendment. 
Several  parts  of  the  Constitution  have  been  re- 
sorted to.  I  shall  avail  myself  of  one  only,  not 
because  this  is  the  only  part  which  has  a  bearing 
upon  this  subject,  but  because  this  is  sufficient ;  a 
resort  to  any  other  is  imneccssary ;  and  there  are 
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some  expressions  in  that  instrument  upon  which 
the  charges  have  been  so  often  rung,  in  the  course 
of  this  discussion,  that  the  sound  of  them  has  be- 
come unpleasant  to  me,  and  I  presume  it  is  so  to 
every  member  of  this  Committee. 

By  the  Constitution,  Congress  is  vested  with 
the  power  of  admitting  new  States  into  this  Union. 
This  vests  Congress  not  merely  with  the  power  of 
admission,  but  gives  them  the  power  of  doing  all 
acts  necessary  to  carry  this  power  into  enect. 
This,  it  is  presumed,  will  not  be  denied ;  it  has 
not  yet  been,  and,  until  it  is,  I  shall  consider  it  as 
admitted.  It  also  vests  Congress  with  the  power 
of  doing  all  acts  necessary  to  execute  this  power, 
in  such  a  manner  as  will  effect  the  object  for 
which  the  power  was  granted.  The  latter  prop- 
osition is  considered  equally  evident  with  the  first. 
No  one  would  doubt,  in  a  ca.se  of  this  kind  in  the 
ordinary  concerns  of  life,  (and  there  can  be  no 
reason  why  there  should  be  any  doubt  in  this,)  the 
principles  which  govern  both  instances  are  the 
same.  Where  the  manner  of  doing  a  thing  is  not 
pointed  out,  it  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  person 
or  body  authorized  to  act,  and  the  only  rule  by 
which  their  conduct  is  or  can  be  regulated  is,  the 
object  for  which  the  power  of  acting  was  conferred. 

To  ascertain  the  object  for  which  the  power  of 
admitting  new  States  was  vested,  we  must  resort 
to  the  preamble  of  the  Constitution.  The  objects 
contemplated  by  the  framers  of  that  instrument, 
and  by  the  people  of  the  United  States,  are  there 
specified  ;  it  is  unnecessary  to  recapitulate  the 
whole ;  they  are,  perhaps,  all  embraced  and  inclu- 
ded in  this  one,  the  promotion  of  the  "general 
welfare."  It  is  not  claimed  by  me  that  this  preamble 
confers  power ;  I  consider  it  merely  as  a  direction 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  powers  conferred  in 
the  instrument  are  to  be  exercised.  The  preamble, 
perhaps,  expresses  nothing  more  than  would  have 
been  implied  without  it.  But  the  wise  men  who 
framed  that  instrument  have  relieved  us  from  the 
necessity  of  resorting  to  implication. 

I  ask,  whose  welfare  is  here  contemplated  ?  To 
this  only  one  answer  can  be  given  :  the  welfare  of 
those  who  framed  and  adopted  this  instrument — 
the  welfare  of  the  parties  to  the  Confederation. 
We  are  not.  nor  have  we  ever  been,  Quixotes  in 
the  cause  of  liberty.  We  wish  well  to  the  human 
race,  but  hitherto  have  deemed  it  sufficient  to  take 
care  of  ourselves,  and  leave  other  nations  to  take 
care  of  themselves.  Notwithstanding,  inthecourse 
of  this  discussion,  we  have  been  reminded  of 
France,  and  of  the  horrors  which  in  that  country, 
resulted  from  the  doctrines  of  liberty  and  equality  ; 
and  it  has  been  intimated  that  we  are  pursuing  the 
same  course,  and  that  it  may  lead  to  as  desperate 
results.  I  humbly  conceive  the  charge  and  the 
prediction  are  equally  groundless.  The  fervor  of 
revolution  with  us  is  past.  Liberty  is  not  to  us  a 
new  theme ;  it  did  not,  even  in  the  infancy  and 
extreme  youth  of  our  nation,  so  fire  our  brain  as  to 
make  us  forget  that  we  are  men,  and  subject  to 
the  frailties  of  human  nature ;  and  we  are  in  no 
danger,  at  the  present  day,  when  nearly  arrived  at 
manhood,  of  being  hurried  to  extremes  upon  this, 
or,  I  trust,  any  other  subject. 

16th  CoN.  1st  SEsa.-46 


It  is  conceived  that  it  will  not  be  for  the  interest 

of  the  United  States  that  Missouri  should  be  admit- 
ted into  the  Union,  unless  the  further  introduction 
of  slavery  there  should  be  interdicted.  How  is  this 
object  to  be  accomplished  ?  It  is  to  be  accomplished 
in  this  way,  and  perhaps  in  this  way  only.  Inde- 
pendent of  this  law,  if  the  people  of  Mi&.souri  should 
form  a  constitution,  and  the  further  introduction 
of  slavery  should  be  prohibited,  what  security  .should 
we  have  ?  they  might  alter  their  constitution  at 
pleasure.  This  is  the  only  way  in  which  the  ob- 
ject contemplated  can  be  secured,  and,  if  this  mode 
cannot  be  taken,  and  the  same  views  continue  to 
be  entertained,  Missouri  can  never  be  admitted  into 
the  Union ;  she  may  write  m^ne  tekel  upon  her 
claims. 

We  have  heard  much  upon  this  occasion  of 
State  rights.  When  we  talk  of  State  rights  what 
rights  do  we  mean,  and  whose  rights  ?  We  must 
mean  the  rights  of  our  own  States — those  States 
we  represent.  These  are  the  rights  we  are  bound 
to  guard  and  protect,  and  it  is  enough  for  us  that 
we  do  guard  and  protect  these.  The  people  of 
Missouri  will  take  care  of  their  rights;  and  I  Know 
not  why  we  should  be  apprehensive  that  they  will 
improvidently  sacrifice  them.  From  some  rema  rks 
which  have  been  made,  I  should  infer  the  present 
States  had  no  right5,"'or  next  to  none  ;  that  is,  col- 
lectively taken  ;  for  we  are  denied,  it  seems,  the 
poorest  privilege  assessed,  not  merely  by  the 
smallest  community,  but  by  the  meanest  individual 
of  our  species,  the  privilege  of  choosing  our  com- 
pany ;  or,  I  might  rather  say,  the  privilege  of  de- 
termining with  whom  we  will  not  associate.  For, 
the  principles  which  have  been  advanced  upon  this 
occasion,  go  the  length  of  a.s.serting  that  we  are 
bound  to  admit  Missouri,  that  we  have  no  option 
or  volition  upon  the  subject,  and  that  we  are  bound 
to  take  her  as  she  is — 

"  Unoppoinled,  unancl'd, 
"  With  all  her  imperfections  on  her  head." 

And  who  or  what  is  Missouri  ?  She  is,  as  to 
us,  on  the  present  ycasiou,an  independent  power. 
We,  at  her  request,  meet  her,  and  treat  with  her  as 
such.  We  accord  to  her  all  the  attributes  of  this 
character,  and  we  merely  claim  for  ourselves  the 
same  rights  and  privileges. 

The  admission  of  a  new  State  is  not  an  ordinary 
act  of  legislation  :  it  is  the  moA  solemn  act  Con- 
gress can  perform.  Other  acts  are  temporary,  this 
is  perpetual ;  for  although  Congress  may  admit  a 
State  into  the  Union,  yet  Congress  possesses  no 
power  of  getting  a  State  out  of  the  Union  ;  nor  is 
there  a  power  of  this  kind  vested  anywhere.  A 
State  once  admitted,  is  admitted  forever ;  and  shall 
it  be  said  that  in  this  case,  of  all  others,  our  hands 
are  tied,  that  we  are  vested  with  no  discretion  ?  Is 
it  possible  that  the  framers  of  our  Constitution 
could  have  been  so  mad,  as  to  divest  themselves, 
in  this  the  most  important  of  all  our  concerns  as  a 
nation,  of  the  means  of  self-defence  ?  Were  they 
afraid  to  trust  themselves  with  this  power  lest  it 
should  be  abused  to  the  prejudice  of  themselves  ? 
This  is  presuming  a  distrust  which  is  altogether 
at  variance  with  those  principles  by  which  man  is* 
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ordinarily  actuated.  We  often  distrust  others,  but 
we  never  distrust  ourselves.  It  is  presuniine  too 
much,  to  presume  a  jealousy,  which,  by  withhold- 
ing a  power  from  a  fear  that  it  might  be  abused,  j 
makes  inevitable  as  great,  or  perhaps  greater  evils, 
than  any  abuse  of  this  power  could  possibly  have 
produced.  I 

Let  us,  however,  take  the  gentlemen  upon  their  j 
own  grounds.  It  is  allowed  we  have  the  power  ^ 
to  admit  or  refuse  admission,  but  it  is  claimed  our 
power  extends  not  in  the  leat^t  degree  beyond  this. 
We  will  suppose  that  we  are  now  considering 
whether  Missouri  shall  be  admitted  or  not,  and  this 
condition  is  out  of  the  question.  In  the  discus- 
sion of  this  subject  her  admission  is  objected  to, 
because  slavery  exists  there,  and  because  its  fur- 
ther introduction  and  extension  is  not  prohibited. 
When  the  vote  w  finally  taken,  it  appears  there  is 
a  majority  opposed  to  her  admission.  How  are 
the  people  of  that  country  to  be  informed  why  their 
request  is  not  granted  ?  They  are  to  learn  it  as 
well  as  they  can  from  the  discussion  which  has 
taken  place  in  Congress,  and  from  what  may  be 
picked  up  in  conversation  with  the  members.  The 
people  of  Missouri,  then,  obviate  this  objection, 
and  renew  their  application.  In  determining  upon 
her  adrAission,  it  is  not  necessary  that  every  sub- 
ject connected  with  it  should  be  brought  up,  con- 
sidered, and  examined.  If  there  be  one  insuperable 
objection  to  her  admission  at  the  time  she  applies, 
those  who  are  to  decide  will  not  consider  them- 
selves required  to  go  further :  at  that  time  this  will 
govern  their  votes.  When  she  applies  a  second 
time,  her  situation  in  other  respects  will  be  exam- 
ined— her  boundaries  will  come  under  considera- 
tion; and  on  the  subject  of  boundaries  I  conceive 
we  are  in  a  peculiar  manner  entitled  tu  a  voice. 
It  will  be  borne  in  mind,  that  a  considerable  part 
of  that  district  of  country  which  is  now  proposed 
to  be  included  in  Missouri  is  exclusively  the  prop- 
erty of  the  United  States,  both  as  to  soil  and  juris- 
diction. We  therefore  have  an  interest,  not  merely 
in  the  size  of  the  State,  as  a  constituent  branch  of 
this  Confederacy,  but  as  owners  of  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  territory  it  embraces,  and  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  contiguous  country.  We  have  there- 
fore a  pecuniary  as  well  as  a  political  interest. 
The  present  inhabitants  of  Missouri  cannot,  upon 
any  pretext  whatever,  claim  either  territorial  or 

t'uridical  rights  beyond  the  soil  over  which  they 
lave  an  owner:>hip  as  individuals.  The  bounda- 
ries of  the  State  are,  therefore,  a  proper  subject  of 
arrangement  between  them  and  us. 

We  might  not  be  satisfied  with  the  boundaries 
they  proposed.  They  might  conform  to  what  they 
supposed  to  be  our  wishes  in  this  respect,  and  apply 
a  third  time.  Possibly  some  other  objection  might 
then  be  made,  and  finally  we  come  to  precisely 
the  aame  result  we  should  by  the  present  course. 
Is  it  not  better,  both  for  us  and  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri, that  we  should  speak  to  her  at  once — speak 
to  her  in  an  authentic  and  official  form,  and  in 
the  only  way  in  which  we  can  so  speak — by  a 
legislative  act,  sanctioned  by  all  the  branches  of 
the  Government.  In  substance,  I  cannot  possibly 
.  discover  any  difference  in  the  two  courses,  and,  in 


point  of  form,  the  one  now  proposed  has  infinitely 
the  advantage. 

Upon  the  Constitutional  question,  therefore,  there 
is  not  in  my  mind  the  shadow  of  a  doubt.  This 
opinion  is  not  one  into  which  I  have  fought  my- 
self: I  did  not  enter  upon  the  examination  of  this 
subject  to  find  arguments  to  fortify  a  preconceived 
impression,  but  with  a  mind  as  free  from  preju- 
dice as  it  ever  was  in  any  instance  whatever.  My 
present  conviction  is  one  which  has  in  fact  forced 
Itself  upon  me,  and  to  which  I  have  been  com- 
pelled to  yield. 

But  we  are  told  of  a  treaty,  and  that  by  this  our 
hands  are  tied.  That  part  of  the  treaty  which 
relates  to  this  subject  is  in  these  words:  "The 
'  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  incor- 
'  porated  in  the  Union  of  the  United  States,  and 
'  admitted  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the 
'  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  en- 
'  joyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immu- 
'  nities  of  citizens  of  the  United  States."  It  is  to 
be  regretted  that  those  who  made  the  treaty  did 
not  make  use  of  expressions  known  to  our  Con- 
stitution and  our  laws,  or  I  might  say  to  our 
language. 

When  the  "Union"  is  spoken  of  we  know  what 
is  meant;  it  is  a  word  with  which  we  are  familiar, 
it  is  in  common  use.  W^e  also  know  and  under- 
stand what  is  meant  by  the  "United  States,"  this 
term  is  known  to  our  Constitution ;  but  the  "Union 
of  the  United  Slates,"  to  say  the  least  of  it,  is  a 
very  uncommon  phrase.  It  is  one  I  do  not  recol- 
lect ever  to  have  heard  or  met  with  in  any  way, 
until  I  saw  it  in  this  treaty.  It  is  presumed,  how- 
ever, that  this  phrase  was  merely  meant  and  in- 
tended to  describe  us  as  a  nation.  Has  not  the 
first  part  of  this  treaty  already  been  complied  with? 
Are  iiot  the  inhabitants  of  this  Territory  already 
incorporated  with  us?  We  have  assumed  juris- 
diction in  tiiis  country  ;  we  have  taken  its  inhab- 
itants under  our  care  and  protection  ;  we  have  es- 
tablished a  territorial  government  ther^*,  and  given 
the  inhabitants  rights  and  privileges,  very  little 
short  of  those  the  inhabitants  of  the  States  possess. 
They  are  incorporated  with  us,  certainly  as  much 
so  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Columbia ; 
and  will  any  one  say  they  are  not  incorporated 
with  us;  that  they  are  not  incorporated  in  the 
Union,  or,  if  vou  please^  "in  the  Union  of  the 
United  States/"  By  this  treaty  the  inhabitants 
of  the  ceded  territory  are  also  to  be  admitted  "  to 
the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and 
immunities  of  citizens  of  the  United  States."  If 
you  look  at  our  naturalization  law  you  will  find, 
that  a  residence  in  any  one  of  the  States  or  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States,  entitles  a  person 
to  be  admitted  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  upon 
compliance  with  certain  forms  prescribed  by  the 
law.  The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory,  there- 
fore, are  now,  or  may  be,  in  possession  ol  all  the 
rights,  advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  The  treaty  I  consider,  there- 
fore, has  already  been  complied  with. 

But  thereisanother  consideration  which  is,  with 
me,  conclusive,  even  if  I  am  wrong  in  this  con- 
struction, and  every  thing  asked  by  those  who 


claim  and  advocate  a  different  coastruction  is  con- 
ceded. It  will  be  recollected,  that  whatever  is 
done  under  this  article  of  the  treaty,  is  to  be  done 
"according  to  the  principle?  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution ;"  those  who  made  this  treaty  had  no  right, 
in  any  event,  to  promise  more  than  this.  If  I  am 
right  in  my  construction  of  the  Constitution,  our 
powers,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  we  shall  per- 
form the  act  now  required  of  us,  are  not  limited 
or  restrained  in  the  least.  All  that  we  are  bound 
to  do,  is  to  admit  Missouri  M'hen  the  interest,  or, 
in  other  words,  the  "genejal  welfare"  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  will  be  promoted  by  her  admission. 
This  act  we  are  now  ready  and  willing  to  perform. 
We  are  willing  to  admit  her;  and  all  we  ask  is, 
that  her  condition  may  be  so  modified  that  she 
may  be  an  efficient  and  useful  member  of  this 
Confederacy,  and  that  she  should  not  be  instru- 
mental in  the  extension  and  perpetuation  of  an 
evil  which  all  deplore. 

There  is  another  answer  which  may  be  given  to 
this  claim  set  up  under  the  treaty.  This  treaty 
respects  only  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory, 
at  the  time  the  treaty  was  made.  It  is  understood 
that  this  embraces  but  a  small  portion  of  those  who 
are  now  inhabitants  of  Missouri.  When  these 
men  come  before  us,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  con- 
sider their  claim;  the  present  application  is  not 
made  by  them;  the  present  applicants  are  the  in- 
habitants of  Missouri,  a  very  different  body  of  men. 
INio,  sir,  the  present  applicants  cannot  claim  under 
the  treaty  ;  their  best  and  only  claim  is  as  our  chil- 
dren ;  and  I  hope  they  will  prove  themselves  chil- 
dren indeed,  worthy  of  our  care,  and  worthy  of  our 
regard,  and  that  we  shall  act  towards  them  the 
part  of  a  kind  parent ;  for  myself,  at  least,  I  shall 
neither  do  or  claim  any  thing  with  respect  to  them 
I  deem  inconsistent  with  that  relation.  If  they 
were  my  children,  in  fact,  I  should  act  towards 
them  the  same  part  I  now  do,  and,  in  doing  so, 
should  consider  myself  as  conferring  upon  them 
the  richest  legacy  in  my  power  to  bestow — one  far 
more  valuable  than  either  money  or  lands. 

We  have  been  told,  if  this  application  is  not 
granted,  the  people  of  Missouri  will  form  a  consti- 
tution for  themselves,  whether  we  consent  to  it  or 
not ;  and  that  hereafter  they  will  present  them- 
selves before  us  with  this  constitution  in  one  hand, 
and  the  treaty  in  the  other,  and  demand  admission 
into  the  Union ;  and  we  have  had  an  intimation 
ot  the  train  of  consequences  which  will  probably 
result  from  a  persistence  in  our  refusal.  In  what 
light,  1  ask,  are  the  people  of  Missouri  exhibited  to 
us  by  these  suppositions?  They  are  owners  of  the 
soil  they  have  purchased,  and  over  this  they  have 
a  right  to  exercise  certain  powers ;  but  by  what 
law,  or  what  principle,  does  their  power  extend 
beyond  this?  Are  they  wbout  to  assume  dominion 
over  the  soil  of  the  United  States  ?  Are  they  about 
to  divest  us,  not  merely  of  our  sovereignty,  but  of 
our  property  ?  Is  this  the  penalty  of  our  refusal  ? 
I  will  not,  without  further  evidence,  believe  that 
the  inhabitants  of  this  Territory  have  had  justice 
done  them  by  these  representations ;  but  I  will 
rather  consider  them  as  springing  from  the  heated 
imaginations  of  those  who  call  themselves  her 


friends,  if  I  really  believed  these  representations, 
I  should  say,  that  Missouri  ought  never  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  this  Union,  but  that,  with  respect  to 
her,  our  door  should  l)e  ever  closed. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  Cabinet  is  divided  upon 
this  question.  I  know  not  what  the  divisions  are 
in  the  Cabinet,  or  what  influence  those  divisions 
ought  to  have  upon  our  deliberations  or  decisions. 
Whatever  those  divisions  may  be,  I  presume  there 
are  none  upon  one  branch  of  this  subject — as  to 
the  rights  of  the  present  applicants  under  the  trea- 
ty, I  apprehend  there  is  no  division  in  the  Cabinet ; 
for  I  understand  the  Cabinet  have  imiformly 
claimed  that  the  province  of  Texas  was  included 
in  the  Louisiana  treaty ;  yet,  if  we  look  at  the 
Florida  treaty,  we  shall  find  that  this  proyince 
has  been  abandoned,  relinquished,  given  up  to 
Spain,  with  as  little  ceremony  as  any  article  of 
merchandise  would  have  been  ;  and  this  treaty  has 
received  the  sanction  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States.  Could  these  things  have  taken  place  if  the 
Cabinet  or  the  Senate  had  supposed  that,  by  the 
Louisiana  treaty,  we  were  bound  to  erect  the  ter- 
ritory ceded  to  us  into  independent  States,  and  ad- 
mit them  as  members  of  the  American  Union? 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  derive  an  argu- 
ment from  the  citizenship  of  the  applicants.  It  is 
said  they  are  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and,  as 
such,  are  entitled  to  self-government ;  and  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence  has  been  quoted.  That 
instrument,  it  is  said,  reco^ises  the  right  of  the 
people  to  alter  or  abolish  their  form  of  government, 
and  institute  new  ones.  These  are  natural  rights. 
The  rights  conferred  by  citizenship  are  based,  it  is 
true,  upon  those  which  are  natural ;  but  they  are 
all  dependent  upon  the  positive  institutions  of  so- 
ciety, and  the  nature  of  them  depends  much  upon 
the  location  of  the  individual;  they  vary  as  he 
varies  his  residence,  and  are  difi'erent  in  every  State 
in  the  Union,  and,  in  many  instances,  in  the  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  same  State.  In  the  State  of  New 
York  they  are  one  thing,  in  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania another.  In  the  country  they  are  of  a  cer- 
tain kind ;  in  the  city  of  a  different  kind  ;  in  every 
situation,  and  under  all  circumstances,  they  derive 
their  character  from  the  institutions  of  society. 
When  a  man  leaves  the  United  States,  he  carries 
none  of  them  with  him ;  that  is,  none  of  those 
which  are  peculiar.  He  is  entitled,  to  a  certain 
extent,  to  the  protection  of  his  country,  as  the  citi- 
zen or  subject  of  any  other  country  is,  when  sepa- 
rated from  that  country ;  but  his  rights,  as  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  extend  no  further. 

If  a  resort  is  to  be  had  to  Revolutionary  princi- 
ples, pray,  gentlemen,  take  the  whole  of  these  prin- 
ciples ;  do  not  select  that  part  which  happeas  to 
comport  with  your  views,  and  reject  the  remainder; 
extend  to  all  the  enjoyment  of  those,  the  inalien- 
able rights,  "life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  hap- 
fiiness."  We  do  not  claim  that  you  should  go  this 
ength — "  the  condition  and  civil  rights"  of  those 
who  are  now  inhabitants  of  Missouri,  are  not  in- 
terfered with  by  us.  We  only  claim  that  those 
who  hereafter  become  inhabitants  there,  should  be 
permitted  to  enjoy  these  blessings.  It  is  with  an 
ill  grace,  indeed,  that  you  clamor  for  rights  for 
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YDurxeJvee,  and,  at  the  same  time,  are  equally  clam- 
Qveus  for  a  denial  of  those  rights  to  others. 

I(is  admitted  by  all,  that  slavery  is  an  evil ;  even 
the  ardor  of  debase,  and  the  excitement  naturally 
proceed  by  opposition,  has  not  yet  caused  a  denial 
of  this  proposition  ;  but,  it  has  been  contended  that 
di£fusion  will  mitigate  this  evil.  It  has  been  com- 
pared to  poison,  the  evil  efl'ects  of  which  are  said 
to  be  lessened  by  dilution.  If  this  evil  could  not 
be  increased  in  quantity,  the  comparison  might  be 
iust ;  but  the  extent  to  which  it  may  be  increased 
IS  unlimited.  In  this  respect  it  may,  with  more 
propriety,  be  compared  to  fire.  This  extends  itself 
as  long  as  it  finds  materials  to  feed  upon,  and  that 
species  of  population  which  is  the  subject  of  the 
present  discussion,  will  extend  as  long  as  space 
and  the  means  of  subsistence  are  furnished.  As 
well  might  it  be  said  that  this  evil  of  fire  is  miti- 

fated  by  diffusion,  and  that  the  individual  whose 
ouse  is  burning  lessens  his  calamity  by  settling  a 
city  in  a  blaze,  as  that  the  evil  of  slavery,  in  that 
portion  of  the  country  where  it  exists,  will  be  les- 
sened by  extending  it  over  the  uninhabited  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States. 

Slavery  is  a  great  evil  at  the  present  time  ;  but 
if  we  look  into  futurity,  its  character  becomes 
alarming.  There  is  one  fact  which  speaks  vol- 
umes upon  this  subject.  It  is  this  :  that  the  black 
population  in  the  slaveholding  States  increases 
faster  than  the  white.  This  fact  is  considered  as 
clearly  established,  by  the  different  enumerations 
which  have  been  made  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  not  difficult  to  assign  a  rea- 
son for  this.  White  people  are  restrained  from 
marriage  by  prudential  considerations;  there  are 
but  few  who  will  think  of  burdening  themselves 
with  a  wife  and  family,  without  some  rational 
prospect  at  least  of  subsistence,  if  not  of  comfort 
and  respectability.  The  slave  experiences  no  check 
or  restraint  of  this  nature.  He  fears  no  degrada- 
tion, either  of  himself  or  his  offspring.  What  is 
called  the  preventive  check  to  population,  operates 
with  much  greater  force  upon  the  white  man  than 
the  slave,  in  all  situations  ;  but  this  check  operates 
more  powerfully  in  the  slaveholding  States  than 
in  those  where  there  are  no  slaves,  and  for  this  rea- 
son, that  labor  is  less  reputable.  The  character  of 
any  employment  is  affected  by  the  character  of  the 
individuals  by  whom  it  is  exercised.  That  labor 
which  we  are  in  the  habit  of  seeing  performed  by 
slaves,  we  are  apt  to  consider  as  the  appropriate 
labor  of  slaves,  and  no  freeman  can  engage  in  it 
without,  in  some  measure,  degrading  himself  to 
the  level  of  slaves.  Poverty  is,  for  this  reason, 
more  distressing  and  more  irksome  in  those  coun- 
tries where  there  are  slaves,  than  in  those  where 
there  are  none. 

Where  is  this  evil  to  end  ?  No  one  can  con- 
template this  state  of  things,  and  carry  his  ideas 
forward  to  its  inevitable  tendency,  witnout  emo- 
tion. I  need  not  pursue  it;  the  imagination  of 
every  individual  who  hears  me,  will  at  once  anti- 
cipate every  thing  I  could  urge  upon  this  subject. 
That  this  state  of  things,  if  suffered  to  progress, 
will  lead  to  some  dreadful  result,  no  one  can  for  a 
moment  doubt.    A  surrounding  while  population 


will,  then,  be  found  useful.  Extending  slavery  is 
only  postponing  the  evil  day  for  a  short  period; 
but  exactly  in  proportion  as  this  postponement 
takes  place,  will  the  evil  be  increased  in  magni- 
tude. While  it  is  confined  within  narrow  limits, 
it  may  be  controlled ;  but,  when  extended  over  an 
immense  space,  it  will  be  uncontrollable. 

It  has  been  intimated  that  the  Northern  States 
are  unfriendly  to  the  Southern,  and  that  the  pres- 
ent measure  originates  from  a  disposition  to  gratify 
this  hostility.  The  suspicion  is  unfounded,  cer- 
tainly, as  respects  the  body  of  the  people ;  there 
may  be  individuals  who,  Irom  political  or  other 
considerations,  may  entertain  a  spirit  of  this  kind, 
but  it  is  not  general :  nor  do  I  believe,  at  the  pres- 
ent day,  it  is  sufficiently  extensive  in  any  pwrtion 
of  the  Northern  section  of  the  country  to  give  life 
and  being  lo  any  public  measure.  We  have  taken 
each  other  to  nave  and  to  hold,  lor  better,  fur 
worse,  for  richer,  for  poorer,  in  sickness  and  in 
health  ;  and  our  present  wish  is,  that  the  connex- 
ion should  continue,  and  that  it  should  only  ter- 
minate with  the  final  dissolution  of  all  things.  It 
IS  true,  jealousies  have  arisen ;  there  may  have 
been  moments  of  pique  and  alienation  of  feelings ; 
there  may  have  bJeen  neglect  of  the  true  interests 
of  the  Union  ;  there  may  have  been  periods  when 
a  portion  of  our  citizens  have  been  more  gratified 
with  our  adversity  than  our  prosperity,  as  a  na- 
tion ;  but  I  trust  tnat  the  day  of  these  things  has 
gone:  that  those  who  have  thus  wandered,  if  any 
such  there  be,  have  returned,  like  the  prodigal, 
never  to  wander  again  ;  that  they  have  strayed  far 
enough  from  the  path  of  duty  to  realize  the  evil 
and  the  danger  oi  that  course,  and  lo  be  satisfied 
that  their  only  chance  of  happiness  is  in  a  faithful 
performance  of  their  covenants. 

It  is  true,  we  lament  this  evil  of  slavery — we  de- 
plore it ;  yet  for  this  we  consider  you  not  as  ene- 
mies, but  you  must  allow  us  to  remonstrate  with 
you  as  brethren.  If  its  remedy  is  undertaken  in  a 
spirit  of  friendship,  I  have  no  doubt  it  may  speedily 
he  mitigated,  and  I  entertain  the  hope  that  it  may 
eventually  be  eradicated;  and,  among  the  means 
of  its  mitigation  and  eradication,  I  look,  with  no 
small  degreeof  complacency,  to  colonization.  This 
we  cannot  expect  to  do  every  thing,  but  it  may  do 
much. 

The  pride  and  jealousy  of  our  Southern  brethren 
appear  to  be  alarmed.  What !  it  is  asked,  are  we 
unable  to  take  care  of  ourselves  ?  Do  we  not 
know  our  own  interest  ?  The  part  we  have  taken, 
upon  the  present  occasion,  appears  to  be  regarded 
as  an  intrusion,  an  officious  intermeddling.  But, 
is  this  a  subject  in  which  we  have  no  interest  ?  Are 
we  so  far  disconnected,  that  one  part  of  this  com- 
munity can  experience  calamity,  and  the  other 
suffer  no  inconvenience  ?  Whatever  tends  to  les- 
sen the  growth  and  prosperity,  the  strength  and 
efficiency,  of  any  part  of  our  country,  must,  in  its 
consequences,  be  injurious  to  the  rest.  Every  por- 
tion of  our  country  must  participate,  in  a  frnatrr 
or  less  degree,  in  the  evil  consequences  of  an  un- 
profitable or  dangerous  population.  Those  evils 
which  are  present,  and  those  which  are  unfolded 

source,  are  of 
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to  our  view,  in  futurity,  from  this 


too  alarming  a  character,  even  as  respects  the  most 
remote  parts  of  the  United  States,  to  admit  of  in- 
difference. Those  in  the  midst  of  this  population 
are  most  interested,  but,  possibly,  supposed  imme- 
diate advantage  may  have  its  effect  in  drawing 
their  attention  from  remote  consequences. 

It  has  been  intimated,  that  we  concern  ourselves 
too  much  about  posterity,  and  that  our  attention 
ought  to  be  confined  more  closely  to  ourselves.  No 
man  who  has  experienced  parental  feelings,  can 
be  indifferent  about  posterity.  It  is  in  vain  to  reason 
on  this  subject;  it  is  enough  for  us  that  it  is  so. 
It  arises  from  a  law  of  our  nature — a  law  written 
in  the  heart  of  man  by  the  finger  of  the  Almighty, 
and  one  which  he  cannot  disobey. 

It  is  said,  the  condition  of  the  slaves  is  not  so 
bad  as  has  been  supposed ;  that  they  are  better  ofll 
than  the  lowest  class  of  white  people.  One  thing 
is  certain,  that  is,  the  lowest  class  of  white  people 
would  be  very  unwilling  to  exchanore  conditions 
with  them;  and  notwithstanding  all  the  mitiga- 
tions and  ameliorations  of  their  condition,  which 
have  taken  place,  or  which  may  take  place  hereaf- 
ter, the  observation  of  a  writer  who  knew  the  ave- 
nues to  the  human  heart  as  well  as  any  man  that 
ever  wrote,  still  remains  true:  "Disguise  thyself 
<  as  thou  wilt,  still,  slavery,  thou  art  a  bitter  draught, 
'  and,  though  thousands  are  made  to  drink  of  thee, 
*  thou  art  no  less  bitter  on  that  account." 

Why  IS  it  that  so  much  pains  are  taken  to  create 
an  impression,  that  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves 
in  the  old  States  is  aimed  at,  and  that  this  is  merely 
thecoramenceraent  of  a  system  which  has  that  for 
its  end?  That  our  country  should  be  rid  of  this 
class  of  people,  is  devoutly  to  be  wished  ;  but,  that 
there  is  a  wish  or  an  intention  to  effect  their  eman- 
cipation by  coercive,  or,  in  fact,  any  other  means, 
inconsistent  with  the  rights  of  those  who  now  hold 
dominion  over  them,  is  not  to  be  inferred  from  any 
thing  which  has  yet  taken  place.  The  intemperate 
effusions  of  individuals,  or  the  unguarded  language 
of  either  individuals  or  private  associations,  do  not 
justify  these  suspicions.  When  any  public  measure 
is  attempted,  bearing  these  marks,  then  may  these 
apprehensions  be  indulged,  and  the  feelings  apper- 
taining to  them  properly  have  existence ;  but  until 
then  they  are  unauthorized.  But,  Mr.  Chairman, 
notwithstanding  all  the  alarm,  agitation,  and  op- 

r)sition  we  have  witnessed  on  the  present  occasion, 
am  fully  satisfied  that  if,  in  consequence  of  the 
stand  which  has  now  been  taken,  the  further  in- 
troduction of  slavery  into  Missouri  should  be  pre- 
vented, whatever  may  be  the  present  feelings  of 
the  inhabitants  of  that  territory,  we  shall  hereafter 
receive  their  thanks,  and  that  they  will  look  back 
upon  the  transactions  of  this  day  with  joy  and 
gratitude;  and  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
even  our  Southern  brethren  will  regard  us  as  their 
benefactors,  rather  than  their  enemies. 

There  are  several  other  observations,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, which  I  intended  to  have  made,  but,  aware 
of  the  fatigue  and  impatience  of  the  Committee, 
from  this  lengthy  and  protracted  discussion,  I  will 
omit  them.  It  has  been  my  endeavor  to  communi- 
cate what  I  had  to  say  in  as  concise  a  manner  as 
possible,  and  to  avoid  repeating  any  thing  I  have 


heard  advanced  by  others,' 
lutely  necessary  to  make  mys 
therefore,  take  my  seat,  with 
acknowledgments  to  you  and 
the  indulgence  that  has  been  man) 

When  Mr.  Eowards  had  concluded, 
mittee  rose;  and  the  House  adjourned. 


the  Com- 


TcEsnAY,  February  22. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  enclosing  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  James  Simpson,  Consul  of  the  United 
States  at  Tangier,  in  the  kingdom  of  Morocco ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Commisioners  of  the  Navy  Pension  Fund, 
upon  the  subject  of  the  resolution  of  this  House 
or  the  2d  of  March,  1819,  instructing  them  to  use 
all  the  means  in  their  power  to  coerce  payment  of 
the  balances  due  to  the  fund,  from  all  persons  who 
may  be  found  indebted  to  the  same,  Ac;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Holmes  presented  a  representation,  signed 
by  "John  Holmes,  Martin  Kinsley,  Mark  Lang- 
don  Hill,  James  Parker,  Joshua  Cushman,  and 
Ezekiel  Whitman,"  members  of  this  House  from 
that  part  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  hitherto 
known  as  "  the  District  of  Maine,"  respectfully 
urging  Congress,  for  the  reasons  therein  stated,  as 
speedily  as  possible  to  decide  the  question  of  the 
admission  of  the  said  district  into  the  Union  as  a 
separate,  sovereign,  and  independent  State  j  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  petition  of  Robert  Young, 
j  judge  of  the  orphans'  court  of  the  county  of  Alex- 
'  andria,  and  of  Richard  Bland  Lee,  judge  of  the 
orphans'  court  of  the  county  of  Washington,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  that  Congress 
will  be  pleased  to  cause  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into 
the  present  organization  and  conaition  of  the  said 
courts,  and  that  such  alterations  and  amendments 
may  be  made  in  the  existing  system,  as  to  the 
wisdom  of  Congress  may  seem  meet  and  proper ; 
which  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of.  Columbia. 

Mr.  Kent  also  presented  a  petition  of  the  Cor- 
poration of  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  stating  that  they  have  perceived  that, 
by  the  12th  section  of  the  bill  now  pending  before 
this  House,  "  concerning  the  banks  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  for  other  purposes,"  the  issue,  or 
re-issue,  of  the  notes  of  the  corporation  are  pro- 
hibited from  and  after  the  1st  of  January,  1821, 
and  alleging  that  the  said  corporation  is  not  able 
or  prepared  to  redeem  and  pay  off  their  notes  by 
the  time  specified  in  the  said  section,  and  praying 
for  an  extension  of  the  time  for  the  liquidation  of 
their  said  notes  ;  which  petition  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is  committed 
the  bill  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Anderson, from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  appointment 
of  a  separate  surveyor  for  the  public  lands  within 
the  State  of  Illinois,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which 
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was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  contained  was 
concurred  in  by  the  Hoase,  as  follows  : 

Eetohed,  Th«t  it  is  not  expedient  that  a  separate 
gttrveyor  should  be  appointed  for  the  public  lands  within 
the  State  of  lilinoia. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  same  committee,  who 
were  also  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  limiting  the  quantity  of  public  lands  hereafter 
to  be  exposed  to  sale,  made  a  report  thereon  ;  which 
was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  contained  was 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Rtsolved,  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  pass  any  law 
limiting  the  quantity  of  public  lands  hereafter  exposed 
for  sale  at  the  diflerent  land  offices. 

The  Speaker  presen^d  to  the  House  a  letter 
addressed  to  him  by  tKe  trustees  of  the  town  of 
Saint  Charles,  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  in  re- 
lation to  the  right  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  town 
to  the  commons  adjacent  thereto. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs,  the  Secretary  of  the 
War  Department  was  directed  to  transmit  to  this 
House  copies  of  the  respective  contracts  heretofore 
made  with  James  Johnson,  Alexander  McRae, 
Elias  Earle,  and  Peter  Townsend,  for  the  delivery 
of  powder,  arms,  cannon,  or  shot,  together  with  an 
account  of  the  moneys  advanced  on  the  said  con- 
tracts, respectively,  and  at  what  periods,  and  whe- 
ther, and  how  far,  the  said  contracts  have  been  re- 
spectively fulfilled  on  the  part  of  the  contractors. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  John  O'Conner,  deceased  ;"  and 
"An  act  further  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  City 
of  Washington  ;"'  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  con- 
currence ot  this  House. 

FLORIDA  TREATY.  ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Reid,  the  House  agreed,  by  a 
vote  of  77  to  59,  to  consider  the  following  resolu- 
'tion  offered  by  him  yesterday : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  impart  to  this  House  any  communica- 
tions touching  the  Florida  Treaty,  which  may  have 
been  received  from  our  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at 
the  Court  of  Spain,  which  have  not  been  heretofore 
communicated,  and  which,  in  his  opinion,  it  may  not 
be  inconsistent  with  the  public  interest  to  communi- 
cate. 

Mr.  Randolph,  presuming  that  the  object  of 
the  resolution  was  to  obtain  generally  such  infor- 
mation as  the  Executive  had  received  touching 
the  treaiy,  (with  the  reservation  expressed  in  the 
last  pajjt  of  it,)  he  suggested  to  the  mover  the  pro- 
priety m  omitting  that  pan  of  the  motion  which 
confinip  the  call  to  information  received  from  our 
Minis^r  at  Madrid. 

Mr.  Reiu  acquiesced  in  the  suggestion ;  and, 
thus  modified,  the  resolution  was  adopted,  and  a 
committee  of  three  appointed  to  present  it  to  the 
President. 

WESTERN  COURTa 

The  engrossed  bill  to  alter  the  place  of  holding 
th«  circuit  and  district  courts  of  Ohio,  from  Chili- 


cothe  to  Columbus,  the  seat  of  government  of  the 
State,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Beecher  explained  the  motives  for  this  bill, 
the  unanimous  wish  of  the  Legislature,  the  public 
convenience,  dfc^c. 

Mr.  Brobh  replied  to  Mr.  Beecher,  and  argued 
to  show  that  the  bill  was  inexpintient,  at  this  time, 
at  least ;  that  it  would  be  a  burden  to  suitors,  wit- 
nesses, &c.,  and  would  increase  the  labor  of  the 
judges  by  extending  their  journey,  &c.,  withoiH 
benefiting  the  community.  To  give  time  to  pro- 
duce information  to  the  House  on  the  subject,  he 
moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ross  and  Mr.  Campbell  replied  and  sup- 
ported the  bill ;  after  which,  the  question  was  taken 
on  laying  the  bill  on  the  table,  and  negatived; 
and  the  bill  was  then  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate for  concurrence. 

CO.M.MODORE  PERRY. 

Mr.  LowNDEa  offered  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  AfEiir*  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ol  extending 
to  the  widow  of  Captain  Oliver  H.  Perry  the  provision 
which  is  now  made  by  law  for  the  widows  and  chil- 
dren of  naval  officers  who  die  from  wounds  received 
in  action. 

Mr.  L.  observed  that  it  was  conceived  that  the 
family  of  Commodore  Perry  was  embraced  by  the 
existing  laws  which  provide  for  pensions,  as  it 
was  not  to  be  supposed  the  generosity  or  magna- 
nimity of  Congress  did  not  intend  to  comprehend 
such  a  case;  but  as  this  appeared  to  be  doubted, 
he  had  deemed  it  proper  to  propose  the  inquiry 
which  he  had  submitted. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  nem.  ix/ti. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose  to  offer  a  motion.  He  be- 
lieved it  would  be  very  difficult  for  any  member 
of  this  House — certainly  it  was  not  possible  for 
him — to  keep  pace  with  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Lowndeh,)  in  the  race 
of  honor  and  public  utility.  That  gentleman  had, 
by  the  motion  which  had  just  been  adopted,  anti- 
cipated him,  in  part,  in  a  pro|)osition  which  he 
(Mr.  R.)  had  intended  on  this  particular  day,  for 
reasons  which  would  suggest  themselves  to  the 
mind  of  every  one,  to  offer  to  the  House.  When 
he  had  this  morning  heard  the  tower-guns  an- 
nouncing the  return  of  the  birthday  of  Wasihno- 
TO.N,  Mr.  R.  said  the  thought  had  come  acros.s  hi« 
mind — in  reference  to  certain  proceedings  in  this 
House  and  elsewhere — ''this  people  draw  nigh 
unto  me  with  their  lips,  and  honor  me  with  their 
mouth,  but  their  hearts  are  far  from  me."  His 
purpose,  Mr.  R.  stated,  was  to  make  a  motion  in 
relation  to  the  wife  and  children  of  the  late  Oliver 
Hazard  Perry,  of  the  United  States  Navy.  It  was 
his  opinion,  Mr.  R.  said,  whether  correct  or  not, 
that  the  country  owed  more  to  that  man,  in  its 
late  contest  with  Great  Britain,  than  to  any  other 
whatever,  always  excepting  Isaac  Hull — that  man 
who  had  first  broken  the  jrrestige^  the  cuirass  of 
British  invincibility.  He  had  frequently,  Mr.  R. 
said,  heard  persons  of  that  country  speak  in  terms 
of  admiration  of  the  achievement  of  Captain  Hull, 
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in  his  escape  from  a  fleet  of  the  enemy  in  the 

Constitution  frij^te;  of  the  admirable  seamanship 
which  he  had  displayed ;  of  his  professional  skill ; 
but  he  had  never  heard  any  of  them  speak  with 
cordial  applause  of  his  achievement  with  the  Guer- 
riere,  that  proud  frigate  of  the  first  class  which  had 
carried  her  name,  in  defiance,  emblazoned  in  large 
letters  on  her  foretopsail,  that  the  American  pica- 
rooM  might  beware  of  His  Majesty's  ship,  and 
make  no  mistakes.  That  was  an  event  on  which 
they  were  generally  silent,  or  their  praise  very 
faint.  Mr.  R.  believed  that  old  England  would 
consent  that  forty  Pakenhams,  with  all  their  le- 
gions, should  have  been  buried  in  the  alluvial 
lands  of  the  Mississippi,  to  take  back  the  single 
action  of  the  Guerriere ;  because  that  action  had 
done  more  than  any  thing  else  to  open  the  eyes  of 
Europe,  and  dispel  the  illusion  of  British  suprema- 
cy on  the  ocean.  Next  in  glory  to  the  victory 
over  the  Guerriere,  was  that  on  Lake  Erie,  by  the 
gallant  Perry  ;  and  this,  Mr.  R.  said,  was  not  in- 
ferior in  lustre  to  any  event  in  the  naval  history 
of  England,  from  that  of  La  Hogue,  under  Ad- 
miral Russell.  One,  said  Mr.  R.,  lias  shown  us 
the  way  to  victory  with  single  ships,  the  other 
with  fleets.  Shall  we  suffer  his  family  to  melt  up 
the  plate  that  was  given  to  him  by  his  country- 
men, by  corporate  and  legislative  bodies,  in  com- 
pliment to  his  gallantry,  to  buy  bread  ?  He  would 
say  no  more,  but  at  once  offer  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolred,  That  provision  be  made  by  law  for  the 
support  of  the  family  of  the  late  Oliver  Hazard  Perry, 
Efiq.,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  and  for  the  education 
of  his  childrrn. 

Mr.  Lowndes  concurred  with  great  cordiality 
in  Mr.  R.'s  resolution.  He  felt  in  its  fullest  force 
the  sentiment  of  gratitude  to  the  man  who  had 
first  taught  his  country  to  hope  for  victory  by 
fleets,  as  well  as  by  single  ships ;  and  Mr.  L.  said 
it  was  only  because  he  had  supposed  that  the 
House  would  not  at  this  time  give  its  approbation 
to  a  pro|)osition  such  as  Mr.  Randolph  had  offered, 
that  he  had  contented  himself  with  the  very  infe- 
rior one  which  he  had  submitted. 

Mr.  Haz.vrd,  of  Rhode  Island,  did  not  rise  to 
say  much  on  a  subject  which  he  said  he  could 
scarcely  trust  himself  to  speak  on  at  all.  But  he 
rose  to  offer  his  thanks  to  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia and  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  in 
behalf  of  the  name  of  Perry — to  thank  them  in 
behalf  of  the  State  which  gave  him  birth — to 
thank  them  in  the  name  of  his  amiable  widow — 
to  thank  them  in  the  name  of  their  common  coun- 

The  resolution  was  adopted  ;  and,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Randolph,  a  committee  of  three  was  ap- 
pointed to  bring  in  a  bill  in  pursttance  thereto. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURI. 

The   House   resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  Maine  bill  (pro- 
posing to  incorporate  therein  the  Missouri  bill, em- 
bracing the  amendment  called  the  compromise.) 
.   The  amendments  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Randolph  delivered  a  speech  of  more  than 


two  hours  length,  against  the  feature  of  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  which  proposes  to  exclude 
the  further  migration  or  transportation  of  slaves 
into  any  of  the  Territories  of  the  United  States 
north  of  36°  30'  north  latitude. 

Mr.  Rhea  commenced  a  speech  ;  but,  from  the 
lateness  of  the  hour,  after  two  or  three  unsuccessful 
divisions  on  motions  for  the  purpose,  the  House 
adjourned. 


Wedmesday,  February  23. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  petition  of  three  hundred 
and  sixty  inhabitants  of  Georgetown,  and  that  part 
of  the  county  of  Washington  lying  west  of  Rock 
Creek,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  for 
certain  alterations  in  the  judicial  system  of  the 
said  District,  which  are  therein  described. — Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  the  Government  for 
the  year  1820 ;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Anoerson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  appoint  a  receiver  of  the 
public  moneys  and  register  of  the  land  office  for 
the  district  of  Lawrence  county,  in  the  Arkansas 
Territory  ;  which  was  read  twice  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Ordtred^  That  the  Committee  on  Manufactures 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
petition  of  a  company  of  Swiss  emigrants,  and  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  Brubh  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inqaire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  surveying, 
markings,  and  permanently  establishing,  the  northern 
boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  beginning  at  •  point 
north  of  the  most  northerly  cape  of  the  Miami  Bay ; 
running  thence,  due  west,  to  intersect  the  western 
line  of  said  Slate. 

The  resolution  was  read,  when  Mr.  Cook  moved 
to  amend  the  same,  by  adding,  as  follows :  "And, 
also,  of  running  the  boundary  line  between  Indiana 
and  Illinois." 

The  resolution  and  amendment  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  John 
O'Conner,  deceased,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  fur- 
ther to  extend  the  charter  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington," wa.s  read  three  times  and  passed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  suting  that  in 
the  list  of  Iwdances  due  to  the  Government  more 
than  three  years,  or  which  remained  unsettled  on 
the  books  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
1st  of  October  last,  and  transmitted  by  him  (the 
Comptroller)  to  this  House,  at  the  present  session 
of  Congress,  he  has  perceived  that  Thomas  Wor- 
thington,  a  collector  of  internal  revenue,  stands 
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charged  with  four  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  dollars,  when,  in  fact,  the  balance  a^^ainst  him 
isonlyforty-fourdollarsaod  sixty-four  cents;  which 
letter  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURI. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for  the 
admission  of  Maine  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  Rhea  spoke  about  an  hour  on  the  subject, 
particularly  on  the  inapplicability  of  the  ordinance 
of  1787  to  the  territory  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for  ;  and, 
on  the  question.  Will  the  House  disagree  to  so 
much  of  the  said  amendments  as  is  comprised  in 
the  words  foUowmg,  to  wit : 

"And  lo  enable  the  people  of  Missouri  Territory  to 
form  a  constitution  and  State  government,  and  for  the 
admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States  : 

"  Sic  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  inhab- 
itants of  that  portion  of  the  Missouri  Territory  included 
within  the  boundaries  hereinafter  designated,  be,  and 
the}p  are  hereby,  authorized  to  form  for  themselves  a 
constitution  and  State  government,  and  to  assume  such 
name  as  they  shall  deem  proper." 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  93,  nays  72, 
as  follows : 

Tkas — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Beecher,  Boden,  Brush,  Buifum, 
Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Case,  Clagelt, 
Cook, C rafts,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Dennison^  Dewitt, 
Dickinson,  Dowse,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut, 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Fay,  Folger,  Forrest,  Fuller, 
Fullerton,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania, 
Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hazard,  Hemp- 
bill,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibshman,  Hill,  Holmes, 
Hostetter,  Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln, 
Linn,  Livermore,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McLane  of  Dela- 
ware, Mallary,  Marchand,  Mason,  Mecch,  R.  Moore, 
S.  Moore,  Monell,  Moseley,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Phelps, 
Philson,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond, 
Rogers,  Ross,  Sampson,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan, 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street, 
Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr,  Tay- 
lor, Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Upham,  Van  Renss- 
elaer, Wallace,  Wendover,  Whitman,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Alltfn  of  Tennes- 
see, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Vir- 
ginia, Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Bluomfield, 
Brevard,  Brown,  Bryan,  Burton,  Burwell,  Butler  of 
Louisiana,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crawford,  Culpeper, 
Cuthbert,  Davidson,  Earle,  Edwards  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Ervin,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Garnett,  Hardin,  Hooks, 
Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent, 
Little,  Lowndes,  McCoy,  McCrcary,  McLean  of  Ken- 
tucky, Meigs,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Neale,  Newton,  Over- 
street,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Rankin,  Reed, 
Rhea,  Ringgold,  Settle,  8haw,  Simkins,  Slocumb, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth 
of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Slrotber,  Swear- 
ingen,  Terrell,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  I'ucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker  of  North  Carolina, 
Warfield,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North 
Carolina. 

So  the  House  disagreed  to  the  amendment  of  the 


Senate  which  proposed  to  annex  the  Missouri  bill 
to  the  Maine  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  disagreeing  to 
the  residue  of  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  (the 
details  of  the  Missouri  bill)  with  the  exception  of 
that  which  embraces  what  is  familiarly  called  the 
comprojnise  amendment,  and  decided  also  by  yeas 
and  nays,  in  the  affirmative — for  disagreeing  102, 
against  it  68,  as  follows : 

YiAs — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Al- 
len of  New  York,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Beecher,  Bloom- 
field,  Boden,  Brown,  Brush,  BufTum,  Butirr  of  New 
Hampshire,  Campbell,  Case,  Clagett,  Clark,  Crafts, 
Cushman,  Darlington,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickerson, 
Dowse,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of 
Pennsylvania,  Fay,  Folger,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller, 
Fullerton,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  nf  Pennsylvania, 
Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hazard,  Hemp- 
hill, Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibshman.  Hill,  Holmes, 
Hostetter,  Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln, 
Linn,  Livermore,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McLane  of  Dela> 
ware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Mason, 
Meech,  Meigs,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton, 
.Moseley,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Parker  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Patterson,  Phelps,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Plumer, 
Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Samp- 
son, Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Southard,  Stevens, 
Storrs,  Street.  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Upham.  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover, 
Whitman,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball, 
Barbour,  Bayly,  Brevard,  Bryan,  Burton,  Burwell, 
Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crowell, 
Culbreth,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davidson,  Earle,  Ed- 
wards of  North  Carolina,  Ervin,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Gar- 
nett, Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hooks,  John- 
son, Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Little,  Lowndes,  Mc- 
Coy, McCreary,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Neale,  Newton, 
Overstreet,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Quarles, 
Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Settle, 
Simkins,  Slocumb,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia, 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Strother,  Sweanngen,  Ter- 
rell, Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Walker  of  North  Carohna,  Warfield,  WiUiams 
of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  Will  the  House 
disagree  to  the  said  ninth  section,  (being  the  last 
of  the  said  amendments,)  contained  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit  : 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  all  that 
territory  ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States,  under 
the  name  of  Louisiana,  which  lies  north  of  thirty-six 
degrees  and  thirty  minutes  north  latitude,  excepting 
only  such  part  thereof  as  is  included  within  the  limits 
of  the  State  contemplated  by  this  act,  slavery  and 
involuntary  servitude,  otherwise  than  in  the  punish- 
ment of  crimes,  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly 
convicted,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  forever  prohibited : 
Provided,  alway$.  That  any  person  escaping  into  the 
same,  from  whom  labor  or  service  is  lawfully  claimed, 
in  any  Sute  or  Territory  of  the  United  Sutes,  such 
fugitive  may  be  lawfully  reclaimed,  and  conveyed  to 
the  person  claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  service,  as 
aforesaid : 
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And  also  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
159,  nays  18,  as  follows: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of 
Massachusetts,  Allen  of  New  York,  Allen  of  Tennes- 
see, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Vir- 
ginia, Baker,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Boden, 
Brevard,  Brown,  Brush,  Bryan,  BufTum,  Burton,  Bur- 
well, Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Louisiana, 
Campbell^  Cannon,  Case,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Cook,  Craw- 
ford, Crowell,  Culbreth,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Darling- 
ton, Davidson,  Dennison,  De  Witt,  Dickini^on,  Dowse, 
Earle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of 
Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Ervin,  Fay, 
Fisher,'  Floyd,  Folger.  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller, 
Fullerton,  Garnett,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall 
of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hen- 
dricks, Herrick,  Hibshman,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hitoks,  Hos- 
tetter, Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee, 
Kendall,  Kent,  Kinsley,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore, 
Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McCoy,  McCreary,  Mc- 
Lane of  Delaware.  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary, 
Marchand.  Mason,  Meigs,  .Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  S.  .Moore, 
Monell,  Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Massachusetts.Nelsonof  Virginia,  .Newton,  Overstreet, 
Parker  of  MassachusetU,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patter- 
son, Phelps,  Philson,  Pinckney,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Ran- 
kin, Reed,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Robertson, 
Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sergeant,  Settle,  Sils- 
bee, Simkins,  Slocumb,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith 
of  North  Carolina,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Southard, 
Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  ol 
New  York,  Strother,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Terrell, 
Tomlinson.  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Vir- 
ginia, Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Upham,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Wallace,  War- 
field,  Wendover,  Whitman,  Williams  of  Virginia, 
Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wood. 

Nats— .Messrs.  Baldwin,  Bayly,  Bloomfield,  Cocke, 
Crafls,  Culpeper,  Kin^y,  Lathrop,  Little,  Meech, 
Mercer,  Quarles,  Ringgold,  Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  of 
New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Tarr. 

Thus  the  House  rejected  all  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  to  the  Maine  bill.  , 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  this  bill.  The  pro- 
>  posed  restriction  being  still  under  consideration, 

Mr.  EowARDd,  of  Connecticut,  resumed  the  ar- 
gument which  he  commenced  on  Monday  in  favor 
of  the  restriction,  and  spoke  about  half  an  hour  in 
continuation.  His  speech  is  given  entire  in  pre- 
ceding pages. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  said  that,  after  the 
consumption  of  so  much  time,  and  the  exercise  of 
so  great  talents  upon  this  subject,  he  would  relieve 
the  committee  by  stating  that  he  did  not  rise  to 
make  a  speech,  but  merely  to  give  an  opinion  ; 
that  it  was  not  with  a  vain  desire  of  mingling  in 
debate,  nor  even  with  the  pleasing  hope  of  eflect- 
ing  conviction,  that  he  ventured  to  approach  this 
momentous  subject.  But,  sir,  my  desire  is  (for 
what  reasons  I  will  leave  to  the  Committee  to 
iudge)  to  state  the  ground  upon  which  I  am  wil- 
ling to  meet  these  pamphleteers  ;  those  very  great 
men  who  direct  the  movements  of  town  meetings, 


(of  which,  thank  Heaven,  there  has  yet  been  none 
in  the  State  which  I  have,  in  part,  the  honor  to 
represent ;  the  people  there  seem  dispased  first  to 
hear  what  Congress  has  to  say  upon  the  subject ;) 
and,  sir,  so  far  as  in  me  lies,  to  answer  the  more 
respected  arguments  of  members  of  this  Commit- 
tee. 1  said,  sir,  that  this  question  was  a  momen- 
tous one ;  and,  indeed,  if  upon  any  question  in- 
volving in  it  any  degree  of  national  importance, 
one  half  the  Representatives  of  the  people  should 
differ  in  opinion  with  the  other,  it  could  be  viewed 
as  no  other  than  a  question  of  that  description. 
But,  sir,  when,  on  a  question  acknowledged  by  the 
gentlemen  themselves  to  be  a  mere  question  of 
expediency,  one  geographical  half  of  the  Union 
is  arrayed  against  the  other  ;  and  when  we  see  a 
disposition  manifested  to  proceeti  at  all  hazards  ; 
when  a  determination  is  avowed  to  sever  the 
people  of  Missouri ;  to  drive  a  line  through  the 
centre  of  her  population,  and  to  say  to  those  on 
the  right,  you  shall  enioy  your  property,  and  to 
those  on  the  left,  you  shall  not ;  and  to  ooth,  that 
neither  of  you  shall  come  into  the  Union  ;  no  man 
who  regards  the  interest  of  his  country  can  view 
this  as  any  other  than  a  question  of  ine  last  im- 
portance. Freedom  and  slavery,  we  are  told,  are 
the  parties  now  before  us,  and  we  are  reminded  of 
the  blessings  of  liberty,  of  the  voice  of  humanity 
and  religion,  and  of  the  miseries  of  slavery  ;  ana, 
indeed,  it  would  seem,  by  the  use,  or  rather  abuse, 
of  those  broad  and  comprehensive  terms,  that  by 
some  revolution  in  human  affairs,  or  rather  by 
some  beneficent  dispensation  of  Divine  Providence, 
an  opportunity  had  been  afforded  to  this  nation  to 
make  all  men  equal,  or  at  least  to  make  all  men 
free.  Would  to  Heaven  this  were  the  fact.  For, 
sir,  without  hesitation  I  declare,  that,  if  any  gen- 
tleman shall  propose  a  Constitutional  and  practi- 
cable scheme  of  general  emancipation,  he  shall 
not  be  without  a  second.  I  would  break  every 
fetter  which  binds  those  unfortunate  beings  to  ab- 
solute obedience  ;  I  would  loose  every  chain,  save 
those  which  bind  man  to  his  fellow  man ;  but,  six, 
I  at  once  say,  I  have  not  the  power.  The  Con- 
stitution which  I  hold  in  my  hand  is  about  my 
own  age ;  but,  sir,  which  of  us  shall  die  first,  I 
think  very  problematical.  So  soon  as  my  mind 
was  sufficiently  expanded  to  read,  and  in  some 
degree  to  understand,  this  instrument,  I  found  that 
at  the  same  time,  nay,  almost  in  the  same  sentence, 
that  it  recognised  me  as  a  freeman,  as  a  son  of  the 
Confederacy,  it  recognised  the  existence  of  slavery. 
This  same  instrument  has  placed  me  on  this  floor 
a  creature,  in  my  present  character,  of  its  own 
formation.  This  instrument  I  have  sworn  to  sup- 
port, and  to  it  1  will  look  for  authority  to  act. 

And,  sir,  permit  me  to  observe  to  gentlemen 
who  talk  about  the  law  of  God  and  the  law  of 
Nature,  that  their  speeches  would  much  better  suit 
a  convention  about  to  form  a  Constitution  than 
they  do  a  Congress  convened  under  a  Constitution 
which  they  have  sworn  to  support.  To  say  that 
slavery  is  an  evil,  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  laws 
of  nature  and  of  nature's  God,  does  not  prove  that 
the  Constitution  has  not  recognised  its  existence ; 
neither  does  it  prove  that  the  power  to  remedy  the 
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eyil  ha5,  by  the  States,  been  surrendered  to  the 
General  Grovernment,  believing  themselves  (as 
they  must  have  done)  incompetent  to  the  manage- 
ment of  their  slaves,  or  to  their  emancipation. 
When  gentlemen  talk  of  the  exercise  of  power, 
we  ask  them  to  show  us  the  grant ;  for  we  well 
remember  that  "  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited 
by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States,  re- 
spectively, or  to  the  people."  We  call  upon  them 
for  their  charter,  and  it  is  a  most  unfortunate  cir- 
cumstance that,  in  attempting  to  comply  with  our 
request,  gentlemen  cannot  agree  among  themselves 
as  to  the  source  of  this  power.  Some  gentlemen 
have  been  so  sagacious  as  to  ascertain  that  it  is  to 
be  found  in  the  preamble  to  the  Constitution, 
which  declares  the  object  of  its  formation  to  be, 
in  part,  "  to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare."  Sir,  I  did  hope  that  not  more 
than  one  gentleman  would  have  resorted  to  this  as 
a  source  of  power;  and  1  will  only  say  to  those 
gentlemen,  that  their  arguments  speak  but  little  in 
lavor  of  the  good  sense  of  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution. It  in  the  preamble  a  power  be  granted 
to  do  whatever,  in  the  estimation  of  humanity,  of 
religion,  of  conscience,  may  be  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  general  welfare,  the  preamble  itself  would 
have  been  a  sufficient  Constitution  ;  it  gives  them 
unbounded  powers,  and  there  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution  ought  then  to  have  stopped. 

Sir,  although  this  argument  is  not  worthy  of  re- 
futation, it  proves,  incontestably,  to  what  alarming 
lengths  w^e  may  be  carried  by  misguided  zeal  in 
the  cause  of  humanity,  of  religion,  of  our  con- 
science, as  we  are  taught  to  believe  by  those  whose 
interest  it  may  be  to  drive  us  forward  in  such  un- 
warrantable measures.  Several  other  sources  of 
the  power  about  to  be  exercised,  were  discovered 
at  the  commencement  of  this  delate ;  all  of  which, 
I  believe,  have  been  abandoned,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two,  the  first  of  which,  they  tell  us,  is  to  be 
found  in  the  3d  section  of  the  4th  article  of  the 
Constitution.  The  particular  clause  to  which  we 
are  referred  is  in  these  words:  "The  Congress 
'  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  need- 
'  ful  rules  and  regulations  respecting,  the  territory 
'  or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States.'' 
Let  us  for  a  moment  inquire  by  what  this  terri- 
tory has  been  acquired  ?  The  answer  is  easy  ;  it 
was  acquired  by  the  joint  funds  of  all.  And  for 
whose  benefit?  For  the  common  benefit  of  all. 
When  the  territory  thus  acquired  is  ready  to  be 
populated,  and  emigration  is  invited,  how  may  we, 
who  have  purchased  it  with  the  common  fund,  for 
the  common  benefit,  remove  there?  The  answer, 
to  a  plain  unlettered  man,  of  common  sense  and 
common  honesty,  would  seem  to  be,  that  we  may 
go  there,  taking  with  us  whatever,  by  the  Consti- 
tution, is  recognised  as  being  ours.  It  is  here  un- 
necessary to  attempt  to  prove  a  right  in  our  slaves. 
Grentlemen  admit  it ;  that  is,  so  long  as  we  keep 
them  in  the  old  States.  But,  sir,  it  is  stated  in  a 
speech  which  I  have  read,  being  the  substance,  as 
was  stated,  of  two  speeches  delivered  in  the  Sen- 
ate on  this  subject,  that  the  right  to  make  all  need- 
ful rules  and  regulations  includes  within  it  the 


right  to  determine  what  rules  and  regulations  are 
needful ;  and,  therefore,  I  take  the  conclusion  to  be, 
that  if,  in  our  conscience,  (for  we  must  always  keep 
our  conscience  at  eas<t  upon  matters  of  this  kind,) 
we  believe  it  to  be  needful,  we  may  set  at  liberty 
every  slave  we  may  happen  to  find  there.  If,  sir, 
the  Constitution  consisted  of  that  part  of  the  sec- 
tion which  has  been  quoted  only,  this  argument 
might  be  (and  I  am  disposed  to  think  would  only 
be)  a  specious  one.  It  is  a  species  of  the  same 
kind  oi  argument  as  that  to  which  I  have  before 
alluded,  which  was  founded  on  the  preamble  to 
the  Constitution.  It  ought  to  be  remembered  that 
the  same  instrument  by  which  Congress  have  ac- 
quired a  right  tu  make  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  Territory,  has  guarantied  to  the  master  a  right 
to  his  slave;  and  ii  your  rule  or  regulation  be  in- 
consistent with,  or  IS  calculated  even  in  its  effects 
to  deprive  him  of  this  right,  your  rule  or  regulation 
is  unconstitutional.  But  we  are  told  of  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787,  which  may  be  called  a  condition 
upon  which  the  United  States  purchased  the  coun- 
try northwest  of  the  Ohio  river,  from  the  State  of 
Virginia.  The  condition  was,  that  slavery  should 
not  there  be  tolerated.  It  is  not  necessary  here  to 
stop  to  inquire  whether  the  United  States  can  pur- 
chase territory,  and,  if  they  can,  whether  they  can- 
not purchase  it  on  conditions.  I  am  willing  to 
concede  to  gentlemen  the  validity  of  this  celebrated 
ordinance;  and  what  does  it  prove  ?  It  proves  that 
the  United  States  purchased  a  tract  of  country 
from  Virginia,  on  condition  that  slaves  should  not 
be  permitted  to  go  there.  Now,  sir,  I  am  ready  to 
ask,  why  was  this  proviso  in  the  contract  ?  Why 
was  it  necessary  (or  Virginia,  or  why  was  it  ne- 
cessary for  the  United  States,  by  this  ordinance, 
to  prevent  their  citizens  from  emigrating  with  their 
slaves  to  that  country  ?  Does  it  not  pre-supposc  a 
right  in  every  American  citizen  to  have  removed 
there  with  their  slaves,  had  it  not  been  for  this  or- 
dinance ?  It  certainly  doe-<.  When  we  come  here- 
after to  speak  of  the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  we 
shall  see  the  difference  between  the  two  cases.  I 
shall  now  call  your  attention  to  the  only  remaining 
source  which  I  shall  notice,  from  which  gentlemen 
derive  the  power  to  restrict  Missouri ;  that  is,  they 
say,  to  be  found  in  the  first  clause  of  the  .section 
last  mentioned,  "New  States  may  be* admitted  by 
the  Congress  into  this  Union."'  And  it  is  conceded 
that  this  clause  is  not  imperative,  but  that  Con- 
gress may  exercise  its  discretion  whether  to  admit 
at  all,  or  upon  what  conditions  a  State  shall  be 
admitted.  It  will  not  be  denied  that,  when  Con- 
gress is  under  no  obligations  other  than  those  im- 
posed by  the  Constitution,  it  may  admit  or  reject 
a  State,  as  in  the  case  of  a  new  Stale  formed  out 
of  an  old  State,  where  there  has  been  no  contract, 
either  express  or  implied,  between  Congress  and 
such  new  State,  as  to  its  admission.  But  I  deny 
that  Congress  can  impose  this  restriction,  or  any 
other,  upon  a  State,  as  a  condition  upon  which  it 
shall  be  admitted ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  I  think  I 
shall  be  able  to  show  clearly,  that  the  framers  of 
the  Constitution  contemplated  new  States  coming 
into  this  Union,  with  or  without  this  description 
of  property,  as  the  case  might  be ;  and  to  do  this, 
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sir,  I  beg  Imre  to  refer  yon  to  the  third  clause  of 
the  second  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution. It  is  in  these  words:  "Representatives 
'  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned  among  the 

*  several  States  which  may  be  included  within  this 
'  Union,   according  to  their  respective  numbers, 

*  which  shall  be  determined  b^-  adding  to  the  whole 
'  number  of  free  persons,  including  those  bound  to 
'  service  for  a  term  of  years  and  excluding  Indians 
'  not  taxed,  three-fifths  of  all  other  persons."  What 
other  persons  ?  Slaves,  it  is  admitted.  But,  say 
gentlemen,  this  is  only  applicable  to  the  good  old 
thirteen  States,  and  not  to  new  States  or  Territo- 
ries. Well,  sir.  let  us  proceed  with  the  same  clause, 
and  see  what  further  is  to  be  done  within  "  the 
several  States  which  may  be  included  within  this 
Union."  "  The  actual  enumeration  shall  be  made 
'  within  three  years  after  the  first  meeting  of  the 
'  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  within  every 
'  subsequent  term  of  ten  years,  in  such  manner  as 
'  they  shall  by  law  direct."  The  enumeration, 
within  every  subsequent  term  often  years,  of  what 
States,  I  demand  to  know  ?  Of  the  good  old  thir- 
teen States?  I  suppose  so;  for,  most  assuredly, 
Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  first  mentioned  part  of  the 
clause  only  relates  to  old  States,  the  latter  part 
cannot  relate  to  new  ones.  Then,  sir,  by  what 
authority  do  you  take  the  census  of  any  State 
which  has  been  admitted  into  this  Union  since  the 
formation  of  the  Constitution  ? 

This  is  a  dilemma  in  which  we  shall  always  be 
found,  when  we  attempt  to  exercise  powers  which 
hare  been  retained  by  the  people.  But,  sir,  if, 
notwithstanding  what  has  been  stated,  it  be  yet 
contended  that  Congress  has  the  power  to  impose 
conditions  upon  Missouri,  let  us  see  whether,  by 
the  treaty  of  1803,  by  which  Louisiana  was  ac- 
quired, the  right  to  impose  this  condition  has  not 
been  surrendered.  By  this  treaty  Louisiana  was 
ceded  to  the  United  States  in  full  sovereignty. 
There  was  no  condition  (as  in  the  case  of  the  ces- 
sion of  the  Northwer^tern  Territory)  that  slavery 
should  not  exist  there ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  by 
the  third  article  of  said  treaty  it  is  declared.  "  That 
'  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  in- 
*  corporated  in  the  Union  of  the  United  States, 
'  and  admitted,  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the 
'  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  en- 
'  joyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immu- 
'  nities,  of  citizens  of  theUnited  States  ;  and,  in  the 
'  meantime,  they  shall  be  maintained  and  protected 
'  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  property, 
'  and  the  religion  which  they  profess." 

Now,  sir,  it  is  a  fact,  which  cannot  be  denied, 
that  there  were  slaves  in  Louisiana  at  the  date  of 
this  treaty,  and  that  the  property  of  the  master  in 
his  slaves  had  not  only  been  recognised  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  France,  but  by  the  Governments  of 
Spain  and  England,  and  maintained  bv  each  of 
them.  Slaves,  then,  were  a  species  oi  property 
existing  in  the  country  at  the  time  of  its  purchase; 
and  can  any  man  suppose  that  the  rontractinf 
parties  were  ignorant  of  this  fact?  They  knew 
that  this  description  of  property  did  exist  there, 
and  with  this  knowledge  they  did  agree  to  main- 
tain the  inhabitants  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their 


liberty,  property,  Ac.  They  are  to  be  admitted 
into  the  Union  as  soon  as  possible.  And  when  is 
it  possible  to  admit  a  State  into  this  Union  ?  It 
certainly  is  possible  to  admit  a  State  without  this 
condition  ;  it  was  possible  long  since  to  admit  her; 
and  we  have  not  done  it,  and  we  still  refuse  to  do 
it,  unless  she  will  agree  to  set  at  liberty  her  slaves. 
But,  say  gentlemen,  this  condition  which  we  pro- 
pose is  in  the  nature  of  a  compact ;  we  do  not,  say 
they,  attempt  to  set  at  liberty  her  slaves,  we  only 
say  to  her  that  this  is  the  condition  upon  which 
she  shall  come  into  the  Union.  It  amounts,  then, 
to  this :  we  have  made  one  contract  with  Mis- 
souri, which  is  found  in  the  third  article  of  the 
treaty  of  1802;  we  now  tell  her  that  we  do  not 
like  that  contract  much,  that  we  are  not  exactly 
willing  to  comply  with  it,  but  that,  if  she  will 
make  another  contract  with  us,  we  will  fulfil  our 
first  mentioned  engagement.  Sir,  this  is  a  method 
of  fulfilling  contracts  which  cannot  be  understood 
by  the  honest  and  unsophisticated  yeomanry  of 
Missouri,  or  of  any  other  country. 

But,  sir,  suppose  we  yield  to  gentlemen  the  Con- 
stitutional power — the  question  will  then  ari.se, 
ought  it  now,  under  existing^  circumstances,  to  be 
exercised  ?  I  put  this  question  to  those  who  con- 
tend for  restriction.  Is  it  possible  for  you  to  effect 
your  object  ?  Suppose  you  have  in  this  House  a 
majority  of  votes — what  then  ?  Do  not  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  Senate  show  us  what  there  has  been  the 
fate  of  this  measure  ?  If  you  persevere  in  your 
present  course,  Maine  and  Missouri  must  both  sink. 
What  then  will  you  have  effected?  WMU  you 
have  prevented,  as  vou  propose  to  do,  the  exten- 
sion of  .slavery  ?  No,  Missouri  will  still  be  left 
open  for  the  reception  of  slaves.  She  will  con- 
tinue rapidly  to  increase  every  description  of  her 
population.  And  do  gentlemen  suppose  that  she 
is  to  be  kept  in  a  state  of  vassalage  forever,  because 
she  will  not  submit  to  the  imperial  dictates  of  their 
consciences  ?  Sir,  we  have  been  asked,  during 
this  debate,  what  will  Missouri  do,  if  we  refuse  to 
admit  her;  will  she  resist  the  Grovernment  ?  Sir, 
gentlemen  ought  to  remember,  that,  although  Mis- 
souri be  an  infant,  she  reposes  upon  the  laps  of 
eleven  mothers.  And,  let  me  tell  you,  sir,  that,  if 
ever  Missouri  subscribes  to  this  humiliating  condi- 
tion, her  name  will  be  written  in  characters  of 
blood. 

Sir,  I  hope  Missouri,  let  her  fate  be  what  it  may, 
will  continue  to  act  (^as  she  has  heretofore  done) 
with  moderation.  I  Know,  sir,  that  she  will  not, 
driven  by  anger  or  despair,  appeal  to  the  last  re- 
sort of  men  or  nations.  She  will  not,  she  cannot 
war  with  you.  But,  sir,  push  these  measures; 
convince  her  that  upon  this  condition  alone  can 
she  be  received,  and,  with  all  the  calmness,  bat 
with  all  the  majesty,  of  insulted  justice,  she  may 
tell  you  that  she  will  govern  herself.  Sir,  the  day 
will  come  when  the  people  of  this  country  will 
coolly  and  fairly  investigate  this  question.  Then, 
sir,  will  be  demanded  of  their  representatives,  why 
for  naught  they  have  sacrificed  Maine  and  Mis- 
souri both.  Then,  sir,  will  you  be  required  to  lay 
your  finger  on  that  part  of  tne  charter  of  the  lil^- 
erties  of  the  people  from  which  you  derive  this 
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power  Then,  sir,  shall  we  be  asked,  if.  we  can- 
not be  bound  by  a  solemn  treaty,  by  what  we  can 
be  bound  ?  Then,  sir,  shall  we  be  reminded  that 
all  powers,  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by 
the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States, 
are  reserved  to  the  States,  respectively,  or  to  the 
people,  i 


Thhrsday,  February  24. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  enclosing  a  report  of 
the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  and  of  the  Com- 
missary General  of  Subsistence,  m  relation  to  "  the 
'  expense  of  furnishing  the  Army  with  rations  for 

*  one  year,  ending  on  the  14th  of  April,  1818,  ex- 
'  hibiting  the  average  cost  per  ration,  and  also  the 
'  average  cost  per  ration  lor  one  year,  under  the 

*  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  14th  of  April,  1818, 
'  entitled    'An  act   to   regulate   the  staff  of  the 

*  Army,"  rendered  in  obedience  to  the  resolution 
of  this  House  of  the  17th  day  of  December  last; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in 
obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  1st  of  March,  1819,  "directing 
him  to  transmit  to  Congress,  at  an  early  period 
in  the  next  session,  a  general  statement  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its 
offices,  similar  to  the  return  made  to  him  by  the 
bank ;  and  a  statement  exhibiting,  as  nearly  as 
naay  be  practicable,  the  amount  of  capital  invested 
in  the  different  chartered  banks  in  the  several 
States,  and  the  District  of  Columbia;  the  amount 
of  notes  issued  by  those  banks,  and  in  circulation ; 
the  public  and  private  deposites  in  them ;  the 
amount  of  loans  and  discounts  made  by  them,  and 
remaining  unpaid;  and  the  total  quantity  of  specie 
they  possess  j  and  also  to  report  such  measures  as,  in 
his  opinion,  may  be  expedient  to  procure  and  retain 
a  sufficient  quantity  ot  gold  and  silver  coin  in  the 
United  States,  or  to  supply  a  circulating  medium 
in  the  place  of  specie,  adapted  to  the  exigencies  of 
the  country,  and  within  the  power  of  the  Grovern- 
ment ;"  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  reported  a  bill  designating  the  ports 
within  which,  only,  foreign  armed  vessels  shall  be 
permitted  to  enter;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-mor- 


row. 


M 


Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  the  Muhheconnuck,  or 
Stockbridge  nation  of  Indians,  made  a  report 
thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill,  confirming  the  title 
of  the  Mobiccan,  or  Stockbridge  nation  of  Indians, 
to  certain  lands;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  ad- 
ditional land  office  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Crawford,  it  was 
Retolved,  That  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Georgia,  entitled  '•An  act  to  grant  certain  powers 
to  the  comraissionerg  of  pilotage  for  the  port  of  Darirn, 
and  to  authorize  them  to  collect  tonnage  duty  on  vea- 


•ela,"  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Comoierce,  and 
that  said  committee  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  giving  the  consent  of  Congress  to  the 
operation  of  said  act. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Strother,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  under 
which  powder  and  lead  have  been  loaned  by  the 
War  Department,  or  by  any  officers  of  the  United 
States  Army,  to  certain  individuals,  and  into  the 
causes  and  extent  of  delinquencies  in  the  Paymas- 
ter's and  (Quartermaster's  departments,  and  that 
they  be  authorized  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise; 
and  Messrs.  Strother,  Tracv,  Holmes,  Jones,  of 
Tennessee,  and  Robertson,  were  appointed  the 
said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  the  Secretary  of  the 
War  Department  was  directed  to  communicate  to 
this  House  copies  of  any  agreements  which  may 
have  been  made  with  the  firm  of  SluU  and  Wil- 
liams, or  their  surety  or  sureties,  relative  to  the 
loan  to  the  said  Stull  and  Williams,  of  powder, 
by  the  War  Department,  or  the  repayment  there- 
of; and  also  to  inform  this  House  whethrr  any 
moneys,  and  what  sums,  have  been  advanced  to 
the  said  Stull  and  W^iUiams,  or  to  their  surety  or 
sureties,  on  any  contract  or  contracts  made  with 
them,  or  either  of  them,  relative  thereto ;  and  also 
to  state  the  funds  from  which  said  advances  have 
been  made. 

CONTINGENT  EXPENSES  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose  to  make  a  motion,  which, 
he  said,  he  should  very  much  prefer  to  have  made 
by  any  other  member  than  himself,  but  which  he 
felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  bring  forward  ;  and  he 
trusted  that,  whatever  others  might  think,  or  how- 
ever others  might  act,  he  should  never  feel  a  dis- 
position to  shrink  from  the  discharge  of  his  duty. 
It  was  impossible,  Mr.  R.  continued,  for  any  man 
to  see  what  was  going  on  here — abuse  heaped  upon 
abuse,  like  Pelion  upon  Ossa,  until  it  was  impos- 
sible to  tell  where  it  would  end — it  threatened  to 
reach  the  skies.  This  House,  he  said,  was  emphat- 
ically intrusted  with  the  purse-strings  of  the  na- 
tion. He  hoped  it  would  not  prove  to  be  the  case 
that  the  people  had,  according  to  a  well  known 
maxim  ot  law,  trusted  the  lamb  to  the  custody  of 
the  wolf  He  had  said  that  this  House  was  in- 
trusted with  the  purae-strings  of  the  nation  ;  and 
it  behooved  it,  as  the  grand  inquest  of  the  nation, 
also,  to  inquire  into  abuses  of  every  description, 
but  first,  to  pluck  the  beam  from  its  own  eye,  be- 
fore it  attempted  to  take  out  the  mote  from  its 
brother's  eye.  It  had  been  his  misfortune,  Mr.  R. 
said,  especially  since  the  agitation  of  this  Missouri 
question,  not  to  be  ''  able  to  sleep  o'nights,"  and  he 
consequently  often  rose  before  daybreak.  These 
early  risings  had  been  the  means  of  putting  him  on 
the  scent — he  was  not  sure  of  the  true  game — but  of 
something  like  peculation  or  abuses,  in  a  very  small 
way,  in  the  contingent  expenses  of  this  House.  It 
behooves  us,  said  Mr.  R.,  as  the  guardians  of  this 
imperium  in  imperio,  if  we  are  arraigned  at  the  pub- 
lic bar — much  more  if  we  arraign  others — that  we 
appear  with  clean  hands — that  there  be  no  blot  or 
stain  upon  them.     In  the  course  of  my  lucubra- 
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tions,  I  have  sometimes  started  a  question  which, 
although  we  may  approximate  to  the  truth,  is  as 
impossible  to  be  ascertained  as  the  quadrature  of 
the  circle,  and  will,  no  doubt,  be  discovered  with 
the  solution  of  that  opprobrium  of  geometry,  with 
the  philosopher's  stone,  the  perpetual  motion,  or 
the  grand  arcanum — the  elixir  vita  itself— when 
men  shall  quaff  immortality  and  joy — or  rather 
misery — for  death,  sir,  with  all  his  terrors,  is  our 
best  friend,  if  we  know  how  to  use  life,  and  comes 
to  deliver  us  from  the  vexation  and  strife  of  this 
trumpery  world.  I  have,  continued  Mr.  R.,  en- 
deavored to  ascertain  the  pay  of  a  member  of  Con- 
gress ;  but,  with  all  the  means  I  have  used,  it  has 
eluded  rny  search,  and  will  continue  so  to  do,  I 
have  no  doubt,  to  the  end.  Those  who  write  cir- 
cular letters,  and  keep  up  a  voluminous  correspon- 
dence, and  those  who  receive  more  letters  than 
others  receive,  through  the  privilege  of  franking 
and  stationery,  a  greater  compensation  than  others. 
He  would  mention  one  fact  to  show  how  it  is  the 
nature  of  abuse  to  grow  on  what  it  feeds  on — and 
it  may  be  ominous  ;  it  may  ♦'  cut  love" — they  had 
made  him,  for  the  first  time  in  twenty  years,  a 

E resent,  at  this  session,  of  a  knife  ;  and  he  believed 
e  should  carry  it  home  as  a  spolia  opima,  and 
hand  it  down  as  a  trophy  of  his  public  service  of 
some  twenty  years,  nearly  fourteen  of  which — 
just  double  the  time,  Mr.  R.  said,  that  Jacob  had 
served  for  Rachel — had  been  spent  in  opposition 
to  what  is  called  Government — for  he  commenced 
his  political  apprenticeship  in  the  ranks  of  oppo- 
sition ;  and,  could  he  add  fourteen  more  to  them, 
he  supposed  some  political  Laban  would  double 
his  servitude,  and  condemn  him  to  toil  in  the  bar- 
ren field  of  opposition  ;  for  he  despaired  of  seeing 
any  man  elected  President  whose  conduct  he  should 
entirely  approve — he  should  never  be  in  favor  at 
Court,  as  he  had,  somehow,  as  great  an  alacrity  at 
getting  into  a  minority  as  honest  Jack  Falstaff  had 
at  sinkmg.  It  was,  perhaps,  the  place  he  was  best 
fitted  for,  Mr.  R.,  said,  as  he  had  not  strength 
to  encounter  the  details  and  drudgery  of  business; 
habit  had  rendered  it  familiar  to  him  ;  and,  after 
all.  It  was  not  without  its  sweets  as  well  as  its  bit- 
ters, since  it  involved  the  glorious  privilege  of  find- 
ing fault — one  very  dear  to  the  depraved  condition 
of  poor  human  nature. 

But  in  relation  to  the  contingent  fund  of  this 
House,  said  Mr.  R.,  when  he  had  the  honor  of  be- 
longing to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
they  were  so  incessantly  pestered  with  accounts 
for  candles,  and  wood,  and  molasses,  and  water, 
and  what  not,  that  at  last,  at  his  suggestion,  a 
committee  was  raised  expressly  to  audit  and  set- 
tle the  accounts  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  this 
House.  People  were  constantly  coming  to  that 
committee  and  complaining  that  they  could  not 
get  paid,  although  the  clerk  showed  their  receipts 
in  full.  They  were  asked  how  was  this  ?  And 
were  answered  by  these  men,  that  they  were  oblig- 
ed to  <rive  receipts  in  full  to  the  clerk,  before  they 
could  get  their  contracts,  and  then  he  would  not 
pay  them,  it  being  a  personal  engagement  of  his 
own.  They  were  told  by  the  committee  that  it  was 
an  affair  between  themselves  and  the  clerk — that 


they  had  bought  the  contracts  by  letting  the  clerk 
have  the  use  of  their  money,  and  that  if  their 
sweet  turned  out  sour,  they  must  make  the  best  of  a 
bargain  creditable  to  neither  party,  and  made  at 
our  as  well  as  their  expense.  Whether  or  not 
they  ever  got  jaid,  Mr.  R.  did  not  know.  He 
knew  that  that  clerk  was  a  public  defaulter,  and 
he  was  not  sure  the  balance  due  by  him  had  been 
paid.  Mr.  R.  cast  no  imputation  on  the  present 
clerk.  The  abuse  to  which  he  referred,  was  not 
under  his  control.  Mr.  R.  then  read  the  resolu- 
tion, as  follows  : 

Resolved^  That  the  Clerk  do  prepare  and  lay  before 
this  House,  a  statement  of  the  annual  amount  of  the 
contingent  expenses  thereof,  from  the  commencement 
of  the  present  Government,  to  the  30th  of  November 
last ;  distinguishing  the  expense  of  sUtionery,  print- 
ing, fuel,  lights,  furniture,  attendants,  and  their  assis- 
tants ;  with  a  statement  of  the  amount  and  nature  of 
the  perquisites  of  each. 

Mr.  R.  wished  the  accounts  of  the  present  .ses- 
sion kept  separate,  lor  they  would,  he  thought,  con- 
stitute a  curiosity,  a  volume  in  themselves.  This, 
it  would  be  observed,  was  not  a  joint  resolution. 
He  deemed  too  reverently  of  the  honor  of  the  other 
body,  and  knew  too  well  what  was  due  to  comity 
and  courtesy  between  the  two  Houses,  to  meddle 
with  their  affairs.  Let  them  manage  their  afiairs 
in  their  own  way,  said  Mr.  R.:  it  is  a  maxim  very 
dear  to  me  on  other  subjects,  [meaning  the  Mis- 
souri question,  it  was  understood]  as  well  as  this. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  Missouri  bill — 
Mr.  Fuller,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  Chairman,  since  the  establishment  of  our 
Constitution,  a  more  interesting  subject  than  the 
question  now  before  the  Committee  has  never  been 
debated  in  the  Legislature  of  the  nation.  The  inter- 
ests and  character  of  our  country  may  be  involved 
in  the  issue  "  whether  a  new  State,  beyond  the  orig- 
inal limits  of  the  United  States  and  their  depen- 
dent Territories,  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union, 
without  providing  by  her  constitution,  and  as  a  con- 
dition precedent,  that  the  further  introduction  of 
slavery  shall  be  forever  prohibited  ?"  It  is  in  vain, 
sir,  that  gentlemen  would  confine  the  discussion  of 
such  a  question  as  this  to  the  hall  of  legislation.  It 
is  vain  to  attempt  to  stifle  the  public  feeling  and  the 
public  voice.  The  freemen  of  our  country  can  never 
be  insensible,  when  the  rights  of  a  numerous  por- 
tion of  their  fellow-creatures,  natives  of  the  same 
soil,  are  in  controversy ;  they  will  never  be  silent, 
when  the  victims  of  oppression  require  an  advo- 
cate. Instead  of  censure,  which  some  gentlemen 
have  so  lavishly  bestowed  on  the  press  for  its  wide 
diffusion  of  the  public  opinion,  I  rejoice  that  such 
an  organ  exists,  which  inspires  and  communicates, 
with  the  rapidity  of  lightning,  a  simultaneous  sen- 
timent in  various  and  remote  sections  of  our  coun- 
try. Public  opinion,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  the  real 
sovereignty  of  the  people.  This  is  the  potent  talis- 
man which  must  forever  hold  in  check  the  pro- 
jects of  intriguers,  and  arrest  the  enterprises  of  am- 
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bition.  The  unprincipled  sycophant,  who  would 
willingly  enlist  himself  under  the  banner  of  power 
and  patronage,  cannot  forget  that  he  is  amenable 
to  this  tribunal.  He  dares  not  encounter  the  con- 
tempt and  odium  of  an  enlightened  public,  and 
reluctantly  does  his  duty.  Nor  is  it  unimportant 
to  remark,  that,  without  such  a  salutary  intluence 
of  the  people,  through  the  primary  assemblies,  their 
petitions,  and  the  press,  as  well  as  by  the  frequent 
recurrence  of  the  election  of  their  rulers,  neither 
our  Constitution  nor  any  free  Government  could 
long  exist.  The  intelligent  and  |>atriotic  states- 
men who  framed  our  great  national  compact  were 
fully  sensible  of  this.  The  elective  franchise  is 
the  pivot  on  which  the  instrument  turns,  and  the 
liberty  of  the  press  and  the  right  of  petition  are 
strongly  guarded,  purely,  then,  the  gentlemen 
who  complam  that  the  ^'  press  groans  with  pam- 
phlets," and  that  "  towns,  cities,  and  even  obscure 
villages,  teem  with  politicians,"  who  are  "  load- 
ing our  table  with  memorials,  petitions,  and  re- 
monstrances," have  no  reason  to  consider  legisla- 
tive rights  as  invaded.  It  is  even  to  be  hoped, 
that  those  who  disregard  the  wishes  of  their  con- 
stituents will  at  least  condescend  to  listen  to  their 
reasons.  And  let  it  be  remembered  that  many  of 
these  memorials  emanate  from  statesmen  by  no 
means  inferior  to  the  members  of  this  or  any  other 
legislative  body. 

But,  sir,  it  is  not  merely  the  American  public 
that  takes  cognizance  of,  and  will  pass  judgment 
upon  our  decision  of  the  present  controversy.  All 
Europe,  the  whole  civilized  world, are  spectators  of 
the  scene.  Our  Declaration  of  Independence,  our 
Revolution,  our  State  institutions,  and,  above  all, 
the  great  principles  of  our  Federal  Constitution, 
are  arrayed  on  one  side,  and  our  legislative  acts 
and  national  measures,  the  practical  specification 
of  our  real  principles  and  character,  on  the  other. 
If  we  proclaim  the  glorious  truth,  that  ^^  all  men 
are  born  free  and  equaV^  in  our  constitutions,  and, 
while  acting  under  them,  forge  the  chains  of  mil- 
lions of  our  unoffending  species,  can  we  expect  to 
escape  derision  and  contempt  ?  Despots  and  their 
minions  may  justly  despise,  while  the  wise  and 
good  of  every  nation  must  pity  our  infatuation,  or 
execrate  our  hypocrisy. 

Some  gentlemen  have  affected  to  treat  these 
memorials  as  the  ebullitions  of  passion  ;  of  unen- 
lightened mobs,  wrought  up  to  angry  hostility 
against  the  Southern  States.  Nothing  is  more 
Hnfounded.  The  materials  of  which  mobs  are 
created  are  not  to  be  found  in  those  parts  of  the 
Union  from  whence  these  memorials  come.  Even 
in  times  of  national  distress,  assemblages  of  the 
most  suffering  classes,  though  zealous,  and  some- 
times tumultuous,  are  never  outrageous.  Their 
keenest  resentment  can  seldom  be  hurried,  by  cun- 
ning and  misrepresentation,  into  violation  of  law. 
On  the  present  occasion,  their  proceedings  were 
generally  as  cool  and  dispassionate  as  their  Rep- 
resentatives can  exhibit  on  this  floor.  The  Legis- 
latures themselves,  in  many  of  the  States,  with  the 
usual  deliberation  of  such  bodies,  passed  resolu- 
tions of  similar  import.  And,  so  far  from  hostility 
to  the  South  having  any  share  in  those  proceed- 


ings, it  will  be  found  that  sentiments  of  respect  for 
the  Southern  States,  and  a  strong  explicit  recogni- 
tion of  their  Constitutional  rignts  to  hold  tneir 
slaves,  subject  only  to  their  State  regulations,  are 
fully  and  clearly  avowed. 

In  determining  on  the  right  of  Congress,  by  the 
Constitution,  to  require  the  restriction  of  slavery 
as  a  condition  on  which  a  new  State  shall  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union,  it  may  be  u.<ieful  to  consider^ 
the  general  objects  of  the  union  or  confederation 
of  the  States  ;  and  the  Constitution,  as  the  instru- 
ment, by  which  those  objects  were  to  be  effected. 
To  preserve  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  ia 
all  their  rights  against  foreign  and  domestic  vio- 
lence, was  the  general  object ;  to  all  this  its  pro- 
visions were  intended  to  be  subservient.  The  in- 
terpretation of  any  section  or  clause  must  always 
keep  this  paramount  purpose  in  view.  The  muni- 
cipal concerns  of  the  particular  States  were  to  be 
regulated  by  themselves  so  far  as  should  be  com- 
patible with  the  exercise  of  the  powers  conferred 
on  the  National  Government.  As  a  general  line 
of  demarcation,  it  may  be  sufficient  to  say,  that 
the  Greoeral  Government  have  the  direction  of  the 
escternoL,  and  the  States  of  the  iiUemal,  regulations. 
It  is  obvious,  however,  that  the  faithful  and  effec- 
tual performance  of  the  high  duties  assigned  to  the 
Federal  Government,  must  often  require  the  exer- 
cise of  important  functions  within  the  limits  of  the 
particular  States;  such  as  laying  and  collecting 
taxes  and  duties,  levying  armies,  establishing  roads 
and  other  communications  with  the  frontier,  e.ssen- 
tial  to  defence  against  invasion.  The  power  to 
admit  new  States,  given  to  Congress  by  the  third 
section  of  the  fourth  article,  whether  it  related  to 
those  which  might  be  formed  by  dismemberment 
of  the  original  States,  or  to  those  to  be  formed  in 
territories,  could  not  but  include  a  power  and  a 
duty  in  Congress  to  ascertain  whether  the  proposed 
State  possessed  the  character  and  interior  qualities, 
which  should  entitle  her  toadmisi^ion.  The  power 
to  ascertain  and  determine  could  not  imply  less 
than  a  power  to  refuse,  in  case  the  requisite  charac- 
ter and  qualities  were  wanting.  If  this  be  estab- 
lished, though  I  am  aware  it  has  been  often  denied, 
but,  as  1  think,  with  little  plausibility,  it  is  unne- 
cessary to  explore  the  other  articles  of  the  Consti- 
tution on  the  present  occasion.  Our  only  inquiry 
then  is,  whether  a  system  of  interior  regulation  in 
the  proposed  State,  oy  which  slaves  are  to  be  ad- 
mitted and  indefinitely  multiplied,  is  of  such  an 
objectionable  character,  as  to  warrant  a  refusal  by 
Congress  to  admit ;  or  what  is  exactly  equivalent, 
to  announce,  as  an  indispensable  condition  of  being 
admitted,  that  the  new  State  must  provide  by  her 
Constitution  against  the  further  extension  of  the 
offensive  .system.  Our  opponents  seem  to  admit 
these  principles  in  part ;  out  to  confine  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  to  the  population,  and  so  far  only 
to  the  constitution  of  the  candidate  for  admission, 
as  to  see  that  it  is  republican.  Even  from  this 
concession  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  show,  that 
enough  is  admitted  to  authorize  the  restriction  of 
slavery  by  the  Constitution,  as  nothing  is  more 
easily  demonstrated,  than  that  the  establishment 
of  slavery  is  a  direct  violation  of  the  very  first  prin- 


ciple of  republican  government — political  equality. 
Some  of  the  adversaries  of  restriction  have  said 
that,if  Congress  possess  the  right  to  inhibit  slavery 
from  the  new  States,  why  require  their  consent  to 
the  measure?  We  ought,  say  they,  to  enact  at 
once  the  prohibition,  and  our  asking  their  consent 
is  an  acknowledgment  that  we  have  no  right  to  en- 
force it.  While  they  remain  territories,  I  would 
reply,  we  may  prohibit  slavery  by  an  act  of  legis- 
lation ;  our  power  being  equivalent,  by  the  third 
section,  fourth  article,  to  that  of  the  State  Legisla- 
tures within  their  respective  jurisdiction.  This 
power,  however,  on  their  becoming  States,  would 
be  transferred  to  their  own  legisJaiures,  unless  re- 
strained by  a  fundamental  article  of  their  constitu- 
tions, founded  on  compact.  This  is  the  only  way 
in  which  the  National  Government  can  insure  a 
continuance  of  the  prohibition. 

Individual  States  are  not  restricted  by  the  Con- 
stitution from  making  treaties  or  compacts  with 
the  General  Government,  though   they  are  so  re- 
stricted as  to  foreign  nations,  and  also  without  the 
consent  of  Congress  for  making  such  compacts 
with  each  other.     The  act  of  Congress  itself  im- 
parts to  the  territory,  which  is  proposed  to  be  made 
a  State,  a  sort  of  corporate  existence,  by  which  it 
is  enabled  to  choose  delegates  for  a  convention,  to 
form  a  constitution,  and  to  perform  all  the  acts  of 
individuality  necessary  to  a  consummation  of  the 
object.     Among  those  acts  is  the  making  of  funda- 
mental compacts,  and  engrafting  them  upon  its 
Constitution.     An  instance  of  this  sort  is  the  agree- 
ment of  most  of  the  new  States,  stipulated  in  their 
several  constitutions,  to  exempt  the  lands  of  the 
United  States,  within  their  limits,  from  taxation. 
By  the  same  authority  they  may  stipulate  to  ex- 
clude slavery,  and  any  other  reasonable  condition. 
The  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  accord- 
ingly, ktipulated  to  prohibit  slavery,  in  compliance 
with  the  famous  ordinance  of  13th  July,  1787,  an 
ordinance  which  alone  will  consecrate  to  posterity 
the  virtuous  and  enlightened  members  of  the  last 
Congress  under  the  old  Confederation.     It   was 
not  the  venerable  individuals  who  composed  that 
body,  but  the  feeble  powers  of  the  system  under 
which  they  were  constituted,  which  had  lost  the 
confidence  of  the  nation. 
In  supposing  the  contrary,  the  gentleman  from 
j^i  ^afoJina  (Mr.  Pincknev)  must  allow  me 
to  differ  from  him.     He  will  find  the  names  of 
those  patriots  foremost  in  the  service  and  confi- 
dence of  their  country  for  many  years  after  the 
period  in  question,  and,  indeed,  during  the  remain- 
der of  their  acuve  Uves.     The  admission  of  a  new 
State  into  the  Union  is  ao  act  of  legislation,  but  a 
compact  merely.     The  parties  are.  Congress,  in  be- 
half of  the  United  States,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
new  Sute  on  the  other.     The  compact  contains 
the  stipulation  of  the  latter  to  support  the  burdens, 
and  to  perform  the  duties  of  a  member  of  the 
political  family  ;  and  of  the  former  to  admit  her 
to  share  the  legislative  power   and  the  common 
protection.     The  Federal  Constitution  itself  was 
merely  a  compact  between  the  thirteen   original 
members  of  the  Union. 
It  has  been  earnestly  contended,  however,  that, 


f  when  the  word  State  is  used  in  the  Constitution, 
I  it  has  a  well  defined  meaning,  and  that  a  body 
politic,  possessing  other  powers  and  attributes, 
whether  more  or  less,  cannot  be  called  a  State  in 
that  instrument;  and  another  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Lownoes.)  has  endeavored 
to  show,  that,  if  Congress  should  admit  into  the 
Union  a  body  politic,  possessing  powers  or  attri- 
butes different  from  those  possessed  by  the  original 
States,  it  would  bean  assumption  of  power  not  con- 
ferred by  the  Constitution.  The  power  to  admit 
States,  given  by  the  section  above-mentioned, 
means,  he  argues,  to.admit  other  bodies  politic  with 
political  powers  exactly  commensurate  with  those 
of  the  States  then  existing,  and  consequently,  to 
admit  other  and  different  bodies  politic,  must  be  a 
usurpation.  Hence,  he  proceeded  to  show  that 
such  an  innovation  might  lead  to  the  most  danger- 
ous consequences ;  to  compromises  and  conditions 
on  the  part  of  the  new  States,  which  might  keep 
them  in  a  state  of  vassalage  and  dependence  on  the 
General  Grovernment,  and  make  them  ready  in- 
struments to  subjugate  and  oppress  the  original 
members  of  the  Confederacy.  Such  consequences 
may,  indeed,  excite  alarm,  but  they  are  utterly 
chimerical. 

The  authority  of  the  General  Government  over 
the  Territories,  while  they  remain  such,  is  very  ex- 
tensive;  "  to  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations 
respecting  them,  "comprehending  lcgi.slaiive  and 
executive  jurisdiction.  As  these  territories  can  never 
demand  admission  into  the  Union  as  of  right,  it  is 
apparent  that  any  approximation  by  them  towards 
the  full  enjoyment  of  the  attributes  and  powers 
of  the  original  States,  must  diminish  the  daager 
of  their  becoming  instruments  of  ambition  or  ty- 
ranny in  the  hands  of  the  General  Government. 
And,  if  Congress  have  discretionary  power  tocon- 
tmue  them  in  their  territorial  and  dependent  condi- 
tion, or  to  admit  them  as  a  States,  with  all  the  rights 
and  attributes,  it  would  be  extraordinary  if  this 
full  consummation  of  rights  as  States  could  not  be 
attained  by  degrees,  but  must,  of  necessity,  be  the 
effect  of  a  single  act.     And,  unless  it  is  contended 
that  the  expression.  Congress  "  may  admit,"  means 
Congress  snail  admit,  by  which  all  discretion  is 
taken  away,  and  the  power  of  admission  a  mere 
mockery,  it  must  be  conceded,  that  the  Territories 
are  to  remain  such,  until  Congress  shall  consider 
a  change  of  their  condition  consistent  with  the 
spirit  of  the  original  confederacy,  and  the  well 
being  of  the  existing  Stales.     The  gradual  ad- 
vancement of  the  Territories  to  the  condition  of  the 
original  States,  is  not  only  prudent  and  reason- 
able, but  has  been  the  common  mode  in  regard  to 
them.    They  are  first  invested  with  powers  of  local 
legislation,  subject  always  to  the  revision  of  Con- 
gress; a  revision  not  unfrequently  exercised,  and 
thus  they  are  trained  to  a  knowledge  of  the  func- 
tions of   independent   members  ci   the   national 
family. 

The  last  mentioned  gentleman  has  earnestly  con- 
tended that,  as  the  original  States  are  all  politically 
equal,  so  the  new  States  already  admitted,  and  all 
hereafter  to  be  admitted,  must  necessarily  be  so; 
that  the  inequality  of  the  political  rights  of  any 
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State  with  her  sister  States,  must  disturb  the  balance 
of  the  Constitution,  and  endanger  the  existence  of 
the  Union.     To  this  objection,  somewhat  differ-  ' 
ently  stated,  I  have  already  attempted  to  reply,  by 
showing  that  the  Constitution  contemplated  the 
existence  of  territories,  whose  continuance  as  such 
must  depend  on  the  discretion  of  Congress,  in  the 
sound  exercise  of  their  legitimate  powers.    But 
let  us  approach  the  argument  more  nearly,  and  see 
how  far  this  political  equality  of  the  States  is  es- 
sential to  our  national  Union  ;  how  far,  in  that 
view,  it  is  established  by  the  Constitution  itself, 
and  has  been  maintained  m  admitting  new  Stales. 
The  population,  wealth,  and   physical  advan- 
tages of  some  States,  are  very  far  superior  to  those 
oTothers.     The  civil  institutions,  the  system  of 
education,  and  the  moral  character  and  habits  of 
industry  in  some   States,   give  them    a  decisive 
superiority  in  those  respects;  all  which  create  an 
actual  and  unavoidable  inequality  among  the  sev- 
eral members  of  the  Union,  which  no  theoretical 
principle  of  equal  political  rights  established  by 
the  Constitution,  if  it  were  even  attempted,  could 
effectually  counteract.     Thus,  the  Southern  States 
possess  the  great  staples  of  agriculture ;  the  Eastern 
and  Middle  are  distinguished   by  their  industry 
and  commercial  enterprise,  and  by  their  civil  and 
literary  institutions;  while  the  States  in  the  West 
possess,  in  different  degrees,  all  these  advantages. 
In  the  event  of  internal  dissensions,  and  of  actual 
hostility,   between  the   different   sections  of  our 
country,  these  physical   and   moral   inequalities, 
and  not  an  imaginary  or  real  difference  in  the 
rights  of  the  several  States  under  the  Constitution, 
would  lead  to  fatal  consequences,  and  endanger 
our  existence  as  a  free  and  united   people.     In 
truth,  the  jtolitical  equality  of  the  States  is  no 
where  preserved,  since  the  old  confederation  ex- 
pired, but  in  the  Senate.     In  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  the  difference  between  the  largest 
and  smallest  States,  is  more  than  twenty  to  one. 
Even  the  principle  itself,  which  is  the  basis  of 
representation  in  that  branch,  is  clearly  unequal, 
and  was  at  the  time  when  the  Constitution  was 
established.     In  many  of  the   States,  the  black 
population  was,  at  that  time,  in  a  condition  of 
slavery ;  in  others  slavery  was  not  tolerated  ;  now 
slaves  are  either  persons  or  property  ;  if  the  former, 
then  the  States  which  contained  them  were  enti- 
tled to  include  them  in  their  census,  and  to  send 
representatives  to  Conffress  in  proportion  to  their 
wnole  number.     On  the   other   hand,    if  slaves, 
having   no   political   rights   or   influence   in   the 
States,  are  mere  property,  the  States  ought  not  to 
send  any  representatives  whatever,  in  consequence 
of  possessing  any  amount  of  such  a  commodity. 
1  do  not  mention  this  for  the  purpose  of  complaint, 
but  merely  to  show  that  a  fundamental  principle 
of  political  inequality  is  to  be  found  in  the  Con- 
stitution Itself,  by  which  the  slaveholding  States 
have  either  twenty-five  representatives  too  many, 
or  about  sixteen  too  few.     The  gentlemen  may 
choose  either  branch  of  the  dilemiiia. 

But,  sir,  I  cannot  forbear  expressing  my  surprise, 
that  the  honorable  gentleman,  and  several  others, 
who  have  insisted  on  the  same  argument,  should 


have  shut  their  eyes  on  the  palpable  fact,  that  all 
the  new  States  admitted  since  the  Constitution 
was  formed,  have  been  required  to  establish  a 
fundamental  article  in  their  several  constitutions, 
which  not  merely  abridges,  but  absolutely  mutil- 
ates their  sovereignty.  In  all  the  thirteen  original 
States  the  vacant  lands  within  their  limits  were 
the  property  of  the  States,  respectively;  in  the 
new  States,  all  lands  are  retained  in  fee  simple,  as 
the  property  of  the  United  States  ;  and  each  State 
expressly  stipulates  and  provides,  by  its  constitu- 
tion, never  to  levy  any  tax  on  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  within  its  limits,  until  five  years 
after  it  shall  be  alienated.  If  any  attribute  of  sov- 
ereign power  is  more  precious  than  all  others,  it 
is  the  right  of  taxation  ;  of  providing  means  for 
the  support  of  Grovernraent ;  for  internal  improve- 
ment, and  external  protection.  Yet  this  conces- 
sion has  invariably  been  required  on  the  one  part, 
and  yielded  on  the  other ;  nor  has  the  vigilance 
of  the  guardians  of  State  rights,  and  of  the  politi- 
cal equality  and  sovereignty  of  the  States,  ever 
sounded  the  alarm  for  this  gigantic  usurpation. 
Let  these  gentlemen,  too,  who  treat  this  right  of 
taxation  as  a  matter  of  slight  concern,  reflect  for 
a  moment  on  the  power  it  gives  to  the  National 
Government,  to  raise  up  within  the  limits  of  any 
or  all  the  new  States,  an  adverse  influence,  capa- 
ble of  controlling  their  measures.  These  lands,  so 
held,  in  the  bosom  of  the  new  States,  in  most  in- 
stances, constitute  above  three-fourths  of  their 
territory.  Tne  National  Government,  instead 
of  selling  them  in  the  market,  as  it  has  hitherto 
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done,  may  give   leases  for   ninety-nine,  or   nine 
hundred  and  ninety-nine 


years,  either  of  which 


would  produce  as  high  a  price  as  the  alienation  of 
the  fee  itself  They  would  in  that  case,  however, 
remain  still  the  property  of  the  United  States,  and 
consequently,  by  the  articles  of  agreement  between 
the  United  States  and  the  new  States,  and  by  the 
constitution  of  the  latter,  they  could  never  be  taxed 
by  the  Slate.  The  burdens  of  the  taxation  must, 
in  that  case,  fall  on  the  other  portion  of  the  citi- 
zens, and  the  tenants  and  les-sees  of  the  United 
States  would  be  exempted.  Does  not  the  exist- 
ence of  such  a  power  in  the  United  States  impair 
the  sovereign  authority  of  the  new  States,  and, 
therefore,  produce  on  their  part  "political  inequal- 
ity," a  vast  inferiority  ?  That  the  National  Gov- 
ernment may  probably  never  abuse  the  power,  and 
may  even  employ  it  with  a  paternal  view  to  the  wel- 
fare of  new  States  themselves,  as  well  as  for  the 
advantage  of  the  United  States,  has  no  tendency 
to  weaken  the  force  of  the  argument.  It  is  proba- 
ble, however,  that  the  United  States  will  not,  for 
many  years,  or  perhaps  for  centuries,  alienate  all 
the  national  domains  in  the  new  States,  and  such 
as  are  not  alienated  must  be  exempted  from 
taxation. 

The  right  of  taxation,  I  have  already  remarked, 
i<«  one  of  the  indisputable  aftributes  of  a  sovereign 
Power.  Of  those  retained  by  the  States  from  the 
National  Government,  scarcely  one  is  more  indis- 
pensable to  their  exi.stence,  as  bodies  politic.  Gen- 
tlemen who  are  so  Jealous,  when  the  least  approach 
IS  made,  that  may  bring  the  nation  in  contact  with 
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the  bulwarks  of  State  sovereignty,  ought  surely 
to  admit,  that  a  State,  which  is  interdicted  from 
touching,  for  public  purpose^,  one  half  the  territory 
within  her  limits,  is  .shorn  of  half  her  beams.  In- 
stead of  this,  however,  they  seem  to  consider  it  a 
trifling  restriction,  while  the  restriction  of  slavery, 
now  proposed  to  Missouri,  as  the  condition  of  her 
becoming  a  State,  is  an  all-devouring  monster, 
which  is  to  swallow  up  the  liberties  of  a'continent ! 
The  ri^ht  of  legitimate  taxation  is  nothing;  the 
right  ot  establishiner  and  perpetuating  slavery  is 
every  thing— the  dearest  of  all  rights ;  without 
which,  a  new  State  is  degraded  to  vas.salage,  un- 
worthy to  hold  her  lofty  station  in  this  confederated 
empire ! 

And  how  does  it  appear  that  the  right  to  estab- 
lish slavery  is  an  attribute  of  sovereignty  ?  Whence 
IS  it  derived,  and  how  is  it  proved  f  A  nation  pos- 
sessing sovereign  power  is  not  amenable  to  any 
human  tribunal  for  its  acts,  in  relation  to  its  own 
citizens  or  subjects ;  but  it  does  not  follow  from  ! 
thence,  that  it  has  a  legitimate  right,  though  it  has  1 
the  power,  to  do  justice.'  It  cannot  take  the  prop-  i 
erty  of  one,  and  bestow  it  arbitrarily  on  another ;  'i 
it  cannot  punish  the  innocent,  or  deprive  them  of  I 
their  property  or  liberty.      If  a  sovereign  Slate 
were  to  establish  the  condition  of  slavery,  it  must 
do  it  by  the  grossest  usurpation;  and  it  might  as 
well  fix  on  any  other  distinction  between  the  free- 
man and  the  slave,  as  that  of  color.     A  difference 
of  stature,  or  of  strength,  would  be  much  more 
natural.     No  gentleman,  that  I  have  heard,  has 
denied  that  slavery  was  an  usurpation  as  well  as 
an  evil ;  and  yet  it  is  contended  that  we  have  no 
right  to  require  the  State  of  Missouri  to  prevent 
its  further  existence  there. 

A  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  spoke  early  in 
the  debate,  asserted,  that  the  question  was  not, 
whether  slavery  was  an  evil,  or  whether  it  was 
within  the  legitimate  exercise  of  sovereignty  to 
establish  it;  but,  whether  the  other  Slates,  Virginia 
for  instance,  not  being  prohibited  from  acting  free- 
ly to  eistablish  or  abolish  it,  the  State  of  Missouri, 
and  other  new  States,  could  be  restricted  or  coo- 
trolled  in  relation  to  it.     Virginia,  said  he,  and 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  other  original  States,  ex- 
ercised their  sovereign  right  to  judge  whether  the 
e&Ublishment  of  the  condition  of  slavery  was  an 
attribute  of  sovereignty  or  not;  therefore  Missouri 
cannot,  without  usurpation,  be  deprived  of  the 
same  right.     The  argument  from  the  power  per- 
naitted  to  the  original  Stales,  being  founded  on 
the  dogma  that  the  new  Slates  must  have  the 
same  powers,  has  been  already  proved  to  be  falla- 
cious, and  the  restriction  of  taxes  upon  the  public  I 
lands  has  been  adduced  as  a  refutation  in  practice.  I 
But,  as  the  gentlemitn  last  alluded  to  placed  great ' 
stress  on  this  refined  argument,  and  exerted  his  ' 
ingenuity  to  show  that  the  "terms  and  conditions" 
prescribed  by  Virginia,  and  agreed  to  by  Kentucky, 
as  the  price  of  her  admission  into  the  Union,  did 
not  impair  the  sovereign  rights  of  either,  I  shall 
devote  a  moment's  attention  to  prove,  that  those 
"terms  and  conditions"  did,  in  fact,  restrict  both 
Virginia  and  Kentucky  in  the  exercise  of  an  attri- 
bute of  sovereign  power  much  more  clear  than 
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!  the  right  of  establishing  slavery.     Passing  over 
!  the  stipulations  in  relation  to  taxing  the  lands  of 
;  non-residents,  I  shall  confine  ray  observations  to 
the  seventh  condition,  which  provides,  that  the 
;  navigation  of  the  river  Ohio  shall  be  free  to  all 
'  the  citizens  of  the  two  States,  and  of  the  United 
;  States,  and  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  river  shall 
be  concurrent  only  with  the  States  on  the  opposite 
shore.     Now,  ii  may  be  said,  that  the  navigation 
of  the  river  between  Kentucky  and  Virginia  on 
one  side,  and  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  on  the 
other,  would  have  been  common  to  the  citizens  of 
the  States  bordering  on  the  river,  and  perhaps 
even  to  all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  with- 
out this  stipulation.     But  here  I  turn  the  gentle- 
man's argument  against  him.     The  States  bound- 
ing on  the  Connecticut  river,  for  instance,  have 
never  stipulated  that  the  navigation  of  that  river 
shall  be  free  to  all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
They  are  permitted  to  "judge  for  themselves," 
whether  they  have  a  sovereign  right  to  exclude 
the  citizens  of  other  Slates  from  that  river  or  not ; 
therefore,  the  stipulation  in  question  between  Vir- 
ginia and  Kentucky  deprives  both  those  States  of 
the  right  of  judging,  which  the  Stales  on  Connec- 
ticut river  possess.     Vermont  bounds  on  the  Con- 
necticut river  on  one  side,  and   Lake  Champlain 
on  the  other.     She  was  admitted  into  the  Union 
without  making  any  stipulation  with  regard  to 
j  the  navigation  or  jurisdiction  of  either  of  those 
I  waters;  ihe  Stales  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  in 
a  case  exactly  [wrallel,  have  both  submitted  to 
;  a  restriction    by  compact.     They  can  no  longer 
I  "judge"  on  that  subject  for  themselves,  and,  con- 
sequently, are  deprived  of  one  of  the  attributes  of 
sovereignty  in  the  same  manner  that  Missouri,  by 
consenting  to  prohibit  slavery,  will  be  deprived  of 
one  of  her's.    The  right  of  navigating  public  rivers, 
by  citizens  of  other  than  adjoining  Stales,  may  be 
questionable ;  the  right  of  a  sovereign  Slate  to  tax 
all  lands  within  its  limits  is  undoubted ;  but  the 
right  to  hold  human  ^)eings  in  perpetual  and  hope- 
less slavery  is  only  found  in  the  codes  of  barbarians 
and  despots. 

As  far  as  precedents  (some  of  them  nearly  con- 
temporaneous with  the  Constitution  itself)  con- 
tribute to  disclose  its  true  interpretation,  it  may  be 
remarked,  that  not  only  Ohio,  but  every  new  State, 
has  been  required  to  stipulate  sundry  articles,  as 
the  conditions  on  which  alone  they  were  admit- 
ted. The  exemption  of  the  public  lands  from 
taxation  was  one  of  the  most  prominent ;  and  the 
restriction  of  slavery,  in  the  very  words  proposed 
to  Missouri  by  the  amendment  now  under  consid- 
eration, was  required  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois. 
The  ordinance  of  1787,  before  referred  to,  framed 
almost  at  the  same  moment  with  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  recognised  among  the  first  acts  of  the  first 
Congress  under  it,  may  lairly  be  considered  as  a 
formal  and  practical  adoption  of  the  principles  for 
which  we  contend,  by  a  legislative  body  com- 
posed in  part  of  the  framers  of  that  instrument  and 
their  intimate  associates.  No  opposition  to  this 
interpretation  is  known  to  have  been  made  by  the 
slaveholding  Stales;  and  there  is  no  reason  to 
believe  that  the  ordinance  was  not  considered  as 
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perfectly  consistent  with  the  new  form  of  Govern-  !  taxation ;  but  even  this  may  be  shown  under  the 
ment.  Those  who  now  call  in  question  the  right  j  existing  regulations,  in  the  sale  ol"  tho5.e  lands,  to 
of  restriction  are  obliged  to  contend,  as  a  conse-  |  facilitate  their  sale  and  settlement  by  a  temporary 
quence  of  their  new  doctrine,  that  the  ordinance  '  alleviation  from  public  exactions  in  favor  of  indus- 
was  unconstitutional,  and  that  the  restriction  of  trious  settlers.  It  is  also  manifest  that  Congress 
slavery  by  the  States  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio  cannot  prescribe  a  condition  which  may  be  cori- 
being  stipulated  and  enacted  on  such  a  basis  is  there-  j  trary  to  the  spirit  and  tenor  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
forea  mere  nullity,  and  may  be  rightfully  dispensed  '  tution,  or  which  shall  impair  the  right  of  the  State 
with  at  the  pleasure  of  those  States.  There  is  no  \  to  her  share  in  the  National  Government ;  or  a 
reason  to  fear  that  those  happy,  flourishing,  and  ,  condition  which  shall  contravene  the  republican 
enlightened  States,  would  now  mtroduce  the  dele-  principles  of  all  our  institutions, 
terious  poison  of  slavery  into  their  civil  code,  to  1  proceed  to  consider,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  argu- 
wither  their  energies  and  burlesque  their  princi- ,  ment  of  those  who  contend  that  we  are  bound  by 
pies  of  liberty,  even  if  no  stipulation  to  the  con- 1  the  treaty  (I  U.  S.  Law.<,  p.  134)  by  which  the 
trary  existed.  But  we  ought  to  note  the  i)ernicious]  province  ol  Louisiana  was  ceded  to  the  United 
tendency  of  an  innovation  in  the  established  con-  States,  to  admit  Missouri  as  a  Slate  witiiout  re- 
struction  of  our  national  compact,  which,  after  stricting  her  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  The  third 
forty  years' uniform  practice,  now  threatens,  like  article  of  the  treaty  stipulates,  "that  the  inhabit- 
a  tempest,  to  sweep  away  our  fairest  institutions,    '  ants  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  Union,  and  ad- 


and  to  prostrate  the  bulwarks  of  our  prosperity 

But,  say  gentlemen,  if  Congress  can  prescribe 
one  condition — such  as  the  restriction  of  slavery 


'  mitted  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  prin- 
'  ciples  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  all  the 
'  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citizens 


what  are  the  limits  of  this  restricting  power ;  r  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  protected,  in 
where  will  the  impositions  on  the  new  States  find  |  '  the  meantime,  in  their  liberty,  proi)erty,  and  re- 
a  check?     The  power  given  to  admit  new  States,  j  '  ligion." 

with  the  single  exception  of  States  formed  by  dis- 1  Our  Constitution  was  formed  with  a  view  to  the 
memberment  of  the  existing  States,  is  in  the  same  ,  then  existing  States,  and  to  the  territory  within 
unlimited  terms  as  are  employed  in  vesting  in  I  our  limits  and  jurisdiction,  as  established  by  our 
Congress  various  other  important  powers — to  levy  j  treaty  with  Gnat  Britain.  The  power  conferred 
taxes,  raise  armies,  and  declare  war.  If  Congress  I  on  Congress  to  admit  new  States,  cannot  be  con- 
were  to  levy  unnecessary  taxes,  to  raise  useless  j  strued  to  extend  beyond  those  limits.  According- 
armies,  or  make  war  for  slight  causes  or  no  cause,  ly,  when  the  Louisiana  treaty  was  before  the  Sen- 
would  the  nation  tamely  submit  to  the  abuse  of  ale  for  its  approbation  and  concurrence,  both  its 
power,  because  the  letter  of  the  Constitution  was  \  friends  and  its  opponents  agreed,  that  miiher  the 
not  violated?  Sir,  the  indignation  of  the  people  '  treaty-making  power,  nor  even  Congress  il>elf 
would  quickly  annihilate  the  "brief  authority"  j  could  btipulate  with  a  foreign  nation  to  admit  one 
which  was  become  an  instrument  of  oppression,  of  its  provinces,  beyond  the  original  limits  of  the 
Congress  may  indeed  mistake  the  interests  of  the  i  United  States,  into  the  Union  as  a  new  State, 
nation  in  the  exercise  of  those  important  powers ;  I  The  present  Secretary  of  State  was  thin  a  member 
and  even  a  mistake — frequently  unavoidable  from  of  that  body,  and  expressed  his  opinion  to  that  ef- 
the  nature  of  human  affairs,  must  be  fatal  to  the  feet.  He  was,  however,  so  decisively  in  favor  of 
popularity  of  its  authors.  How  then  can  they  hope  i  the  treaty,  that  he  suggested  an  amendnunt  of  the 
to  escape  who  voluntarily  wrest  the  power  intrust- !  Constitution  itself,  to  give  effect  to  so  important 
ed  to  them  to  the  purposes  of  ambition  or  tyranny?  I  an  acquisition  as  Louisiana.  Mr.  Taylor,  who  is 
Such  a  disregard  of^ public  opinion  and  official  I  still  respected  as  one  of  the  most  eminint  states- 
duty  can  never  be  apprehended  under  color  of,  men  of  Virginia,  declared,  he  considered  that  the 
unlimited  Constitutional  powers.  So,  in  the  ad-  j  article  in  question  did  not  intend  to  stipulate  to 
mission  of  new  States,  the  power  intrusted  to  admit  the  province  as  a  Slate,  but  that  "the  words 
Congress  is,  from  its  very  nature,  limited  only  by  were  literally  satisfied  by  admitting  it  as  a  Terri- 
sound  discretion  and  official  responsibility.  In  one  I  tory,"  and  not  as  a  Stale,  and  by  naturalizing  the 
respect,  however,  the  remote  possibility  of  an  un-  j  inhabitants,  and  protecting  their  property,  as  in 
reasonable  exercise  of  this  discretion  is  subject  to  I  other  Territories.  When  the  treaty  came  before 
an  effectual  check:  the  conditions  required  cannot ,  the  House  of  Representatives,  for  the  purpose  of 
be  imposed  on  the  new  State  without  its  consent.  I  making  the  necessary  aj-proprialion  to  comply 
The  terms  of  the  compact  are  mutually  proposed  1  with  the  conditions,  or  for  the  establishment  of  a 


and  considered,  and  there  is  not  a  shadow  of 
ground  to  apprehend  that  the  vigilance  of  the  new 
State  will  be  cheated  into  a  concession  against  its 
interests.  A  further  check  is  to  be  found  in  the 
real  interests  of  the  United  Slates  being  generally 
identified  with  those  of  the  proposed  State.  The 
condition  now  required  of  Missouri  is  even  more 
evidently  conducive  to  her  interest  and  prosperity 
than  to  that  of  the  nation. 

The  only  exception  to  this  remark  may  perhaps 
be  fou»d  in  the  exemption  of  the  public  lands  from 


Territorial  government,  a  similar  con.'^frurtion  was 
given  to  the  third  article;  and,  among  others,  a 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph.)  who 
at  that  lime  strongly  supported  the  Inaty  and  the 
Administration,  said  "there  was  no  stipulation 
that  they  should  ever  be  formed  into  one  or  more 
Slates."  it  is  also  well  known  that  President 
Madison,  then  Secretary  of  Slate,  mainiained  the 
same  doctrine.  Had  ine  stipulation  provided  to 
admit  Louisiana,  as  a  State  or  Slates,  into  the 
Union,  it  must  unquestionably  have  been  rejected, 
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or  have  awaited  the  consent  of  the  people  by  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution. 

Notwithstanding  this  sentiment,  so  generally 
concurred  in  at  the  time,  a  portion  of  the  new  ter- 
ritory was  formed  into  a  State,  and  admitted  in 
1812  into  the  Union.  From  what  source  the  pow- 
ers of  Congress  were  deduced,  or  what  new  dis- 
j ;  covery  on  that  subject  was  made  in  the  intervening 

time,  I  have  never  been  informed.     It  is  probable, 
however,  that  the  attention  of  the  statesmen  then 
in  Congress  was  wholly  engrossed  by  the  immi- 
|l  np"t  dangers  that  beset  our  country,  then  on  the 

verge  of  war  with  the  most  powerful  empire  of  the 
European  world.  We  have  some  consolation,  how- 
ever, in  observing,  that  the  internal  character  and 
institutions  of  the  proposed  State,  inhabited  chiefly 
by  a  population  so  lately  governed  by  the  laws  and 
usages  of  despotic  countries,  were  not  disregarded ; 
and  she  was  expressly  required  to  provide  by  her 
constitution  for  the  establishment  of  "civil  and 
religious  liberty,  trial  by  jury,  and  the  writ  of  ha- 
beas corpus,"  with  other  salutary  principles. 

Louisiana  being  thus  admitted,  I  shall  not  now 
contest  her  right  to  that  high  privilege;  but,  while 
I  consent  to  consider  her  admi.ssion  as  a  precedent 
to  guide  our  decision  in  the  admission  of  Missouri, 
I  must  also  require  that  the  whole  proceedings, 
comprehending  the  terms  and  conditions  which 
formed  their  basis,  must  be  equally  recognised,  or 
the  whole  must  be  abandoned  together.     If  all 
doubt  of  the  right  of  Congress,  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, to  admit  Louisiana,  is  waived  in  favor  of  the  ! 
present  applicant,  it  is  no  more  than  reasonable 
that  all  the  bearings  and  conditions  of  the  pre- 
cedent should  be  equally  considered  and  allowed. 
Our   opponents,  however,  are  not  satisfied  with 
the  effect  of  the  precedent,  and  allege  that  the  rat- 
ification of  the  treaty,  and  the  acts  of  Congress 
making  th'>  appropriations  necessary  to  its  execu- 
tion, have  given  it  such  a  sanction,  that  the  na- 
tional faith  is  pledged  for  its  complete  fufilment. 
I  agree  that  a  treaty  made  and  ratified  by  the  Pre- 
sident and  Senate,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Constitution,  is  morally  binding  on  Congress 
and  the  nation.     It  is,  indeed,  a  doctrine  strenu- 
ously supported  by  some,  that  Congress  may  decide 
upon  the  merits  of  a  treaty  previously  ratified  by 
the  competent  authorities,  and  either  grant  or  wiih- 
tm!^  a    *PP'"oP"^^'ons  necessary  to  its  execution. 
This  doctrine,  if  true,  involves  the  necessary  con- 
sequence, that  Congress  may  not  only  annul  a 
treaty  constitutionally  made,   but  that  any  subse- 
quent Congress  may  virtually  rescind  it,  so  far  as 
its  provisions  remain  executory,  and  depend  on 
appropriations  or  other  acts,  to  be  passed  by  all  the 
branches  of  the  Government.     In  other  words,  no 
wjwer  exists  in  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  make  a  treaty  which  shall  be  obligatory 
on  the  nation  or  its  Legislature.     This  dangerous 
and  absurd  doctrine  has  been  ably  resisted,  and  in 
my  opinion,  refuted,  many  years  since.    The  power 
to  make  treaties,  conferred  on  the  President  in  con- 
currence with  the  Senate,  is  as  general  as  language 
can  make  it.      They  have,  then,  bv  the  ordinary 
rules  of  interpretation,  the  same  power  on  that 
subject  which  exists  rightfully  in  other  govern- 


ments as  a  necessary  attribute  of  sovereign  power. 
Ifie  British  Parliament,  with  its  boasted  "omniiv- 
otence,"  never  pretended  to  arrest  the  execution  of 
a  treaty  by  withholding  supplies;  yet  the  relation 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  Executive 
of  the  United  States  is  precisely  analogous  in  this 
respect— It  holds  the  nurse-strings  of  the  National 
treasury.     Thus,  the  Louisiana  treaty,  being  made 
by  competent  authority,  derived  no  additional  obli- 
gation from  the  acts  of  Congress  at  that  time,  or 
at  any  subsetjuent  period.     If  that  Congress  could 
refuse  to  provide  for  paying  the  price,  the  present 
may  withhold  the  balance,  if  any  remains  unpaid. 
If  the  Congress  of  1812  admitted  a  Slate,  carved 
out  of  the  new  province,  it  must  have  done  so, 
either  because  it  deemed  the  admission  Constitu- 
tional, without  reference  to  the  tre'aty,  or  because 
in  addition  to  its  Constitutional  right  to  admit,  it 
considered  the  treaty  as  stipulating  for  such  admis- 
sion.   Whether  the  former  alone,  or  both  consider- 
ations, produced  the  act  in  favor  of  the  new  State, 
It  was  the  mere  exercise  of  discretionary  power- 
and,  though  we  cannot  disfranchise  Louisiana,  since 
her  admission   was  a  compact  mutually  binding 
yet  we  are  at  liberty  to  interpret  the  treaty  for  our- 
selves, and  if  we  find  that  it  does  not  require  the 
making  of  States  in  the  ceded  province,  we  may 
refuse  to  admit  any  more,  without  resorting  to 
a  denjal  of  our  power  to  admit  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

I  have  already  adverted  to  the  unanimous  con- 
currence of  the  friends  and  enemies  of  the  treaty, 
as  far  as  my  information  extends,  that  the  article 
in  question  contained  no  stipulation  ever  to  form 
the  territory  into  States;  and  the  phrase  to  admit 
"  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of 
the  Federal   Constitution,"   beyond   all   question 
was  introduced  with  a  guarded  circumspection, 
and  with  a  view  to  the  Constitutional  right  of 
Congress  to  admit  or  refuse,  according  to  its  dis- 
cretion.    Hence,  it  results,  that  the  treaty  was 
obligatory  on  Congress  and  the  nation;  that  the 
acts  of  Congress  in  relation  to  it,  could  not  in- 
crease the  obligation,  and  that  the  admission  of 
Louisiana  was  an  independent  act,  not  a  treaty 
stipulation,  and,  consequently,  is  to  be  regarded  as 
a  precedent  merely,  when  considered  with  respect 
to  the  apolication  of  Missouri  for  a  similar  act  in 
her  behalf.     To  concede  that  the  Executive  and 
Senate  can  make  a  treaty,  which  shall  devolve  on 
Congress  a  moral  obligation  to  admit  new  States 
into  this  Confederacy,  would  suppose  the  treaty- 
making  power  might  extend  to  annexing  to  this 
Union  all  the  Southern  Continent,  from  Mexico 
to  Buenos  Ayres  and  Chili:  it  would  leave  no 
check  in  Congress  to  ambition  or  imbecility  of  the 
co-ordinate   branches   of   the   Government:   and 
though  the  power  of  making  treaties  is  in  general 
terms,  and  is  open  to  the  same  great  checks  which 
constitute  the  safety  of  a  free  government,  yet  it 
can  never  be  maintained,  for  a  moment,  that  it 
can  annex  foreign  territories  without  a  limit,  com- 
posed of  heterogeneous  and  discordant  masses  of 
population. 

A  single  treaty,  formed  by  an  aspiring  President, 
and  such,  within  our  own  recollection,  have  ap- 
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preached  very  near  that  high  distinction,  might 
soon  reduce  our  original  republic  to  insignificance, 
and  the  principles  of  our  free  Constitution  to  an 
empty  name.     However  we  may  confide  in  the 
virtue  of  future  Senates,  we  ought  not  to  forget 
the  potency  of  intrigue  and  corruption,  always 
within  reach  of  an  unprincipled  man  in  possession  i 
of  executive  power.     In  other  countries  the  reuaedy  I 
of  intolerable  evils  involves  a  civil  war,  and  either  | 
a  dissolution  of  the  government  or  an  aggravation  I 
of  the  enormity.     In  our  well  balanced  svsiem,  ! 
the  errors  of  weakness,  and  treachery  of  ambition,  1 
are  quickly  discerned  amid  the  cloud  of  mock-  j 
patriotism  and  intrigue  in  which  they  are  shroud-  | 
ed;  the  public  indignation  dispels  the  disguise  and  ! 
confounds  the  betrayers  of  the  national  interests.  ' 
Notwithstanding  the  remote  possibility  of  treach- 
ery in  the  power  of  making  treaties,  the  admis!>ion 
of  States  into  the  Union  being  distinctly  intrusted 
to  Congress,  it  is  evident  that  no  treaty  can  be 
made  in  derogation  of  that  power.     And,  even  if 
such  a  treaty  were  ratified,  the  Congress  would 
not  merely  have  power,   but  would   be  bound  on 
its  responsibility  to  the  nation,  to  admit  no  new  j 
States,  but  in  circumstances  compatible  with  the 
interests  of  the  existing  States.     The  discretion 
must  be   distinctly  exercised    in   each   particular 
case,  and  the  admission  of  a   new  State  by  one 
Congress  can  never  involve  an  obligation  upon  a 
subsequent  Congress  to  admit  any  other   State, 
though  its  force  as  a  precedent  may  be  allowed  as 
far  as  the  cases  are  parallel. 

We  are  now  brought  to  consider  the  actual  state 
of  things,  under  which  the  application  of  Mis- 
souri is  presented.  Her  population  is  probably 
sufficient,  and  the  boundary  she  asks,  though  not 
perfectly  satisfactory,  is  not  strongly  objected  to. 
But  we  are  informed  that  she  has  a  considerable 
number  of  slaves  already,  and,  from  various  indi- 
cations of  public  sentiment  there,  it  is  evident  that 
the  existence  and  indefinite  extension  of  that  hap- 
less and  pernicious  condition  of  the  human  species 
will  be  made  a  feature  of  their  civil  code.  While 
Congress  retained  its  legislative  control  over  the 
territory,  the  subject  of  slavery  escaped  attention  ; 
and  the  present  slaveholders  contend,  with  some 
reason,  that  they  ought  not  to   be  divested  of  a 

f>roperty  in  their  slaves,  which  they  acquired  by  at 
east  the  tacit  assent  of  the  legislative  authority. 
Their  condition,  in  this  respect,  seems  nearly  anal- 
ogous to  that  of  slave  owners  in  the  original  States 
at  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  and  perhaps  also  at 
the  time  of  forming  the  present  Constitution.  The 
fault  in  the  latter  case  is  thrown  on  Great  Britain 
alone,  and  we  have  been  so  complaisant  and  chari- 
table in  this  debate  as  to  admit  the  plea.     Great 
Britain  was  undoubtedly  wrong  in  protecting  the 
abominable  traffic  ;  but  I  must  remind  the  worthy 
gentlemen  who  would  so  easily  shake  off  the  odious 
imputation,  that  this,  like  all  traffic,  supposes  pur- 
chasers, a  market,  and  mercantile  profits,  as  well 
as  vendtrs.   If  the  virtuous  inhabitants  of  the  slave- 
holding  States  had  refused  to  receive  and  pay  good 
prices   for  the  miserable  victims,    Great    Britain 
would  never  have  compelled  them.     The  attempts 
of  the  Virginia  provincial  assembly  to  obtain  an 


interdiction  of  the  slave  trade,  were,  however, 
highly  honorable  to  them ;  and  I  shall  not  stop 
here  to  lament  so  great  a  departure  from  the  same 
humane  system  as  is  at  present  exhibited. 

It  may  not  be  reasonable,  therefore,  to  require  of 
Missouri  the  abolition  of  her  existing  slavery.  The 
same  forbearance  ought  to  be  exercised  with  re- 
spect to  it,  as  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
indulges  to  that  of  the  original   States.     It  was 
left  to  the  prudence  and  humanity  of  the  States 
themselve.N  to  continue  or  to  abolish  it  by  degrees, 
and  by  means  most  conformable  to  their  views  of 
public  good  and  private  virtue.     The  latter,  it  was 
expected,  would  do  much  in  preparing  the  victims 
of  servitude  for  a  capacity   of  enjoying  a  better 
condition,  and  would   receive  all  proper  counte- 
nance from  4he  enlightened  measures  ot  legislative 
bodies.     Such,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  was  the 
prevalent  sentiment  of  the  non-.slaveholding  States, 
and  such  their  confidence  in  the  magnanimous 
principles  of  the   champions   of  freedom  in  the 
South,  who  had   so  lately   been  as^ociated    with 
themselves  in  vindicating  the  rights  of  mankind. 
The  restriction    proposed   secures   the  owners  of 
slaves  in  Missouri  against  any  encroachment  upon 
the  rights  they  posse.s.s.     I  would  even  go  further, 
though  with  gr«  at  reluctance,  and  consent  to  an 
article  in  the  Constitution  which  should  guaranty 
them  against  any  act  of  their   own  Legislature 
tending  to  a  similar  encroachment. 

Can  Missouri,  or  those  who  support  her  appli- 
cation, complain  of  such  a  reasonable  condition? 
If  she  does,  let  her  t  xplain  her  objections.  Will 
she  allege  that  her  interests  are  sacrified  ?  It  is 
clearly  the  interest  of  Mi^ouri  to  encourage  an 
active  and  industrious  population.  The  labor  of 
freemen  will  produce  double  the  labor  of  slaves. 
Instead  of  extensive  plantations,  each  inhabited 
by  a  single  proprietor,  together  with  an  overseer 
and  their  tanulies,  in  the  midst  of  a  horde  of  ig- 
norant,degraded, and  mise'rable  slaves,  the  eye  wul 
begratifitd  with  farms  of  moderate  extent,  and 
theJarnilies  of  an  intelligent,  industrious,  and  pa- 
triotic yeomanry.  If  she  aspires  at  political  power 
and  relative  influence  in  the  national  councils,  let 
her  banish  slavery  fiom  her  borders,  and  all  her 
myriads  of  juople,  and  not  thre-e-fiflhs  only  of 
the  scattered  clans  of  domestic  despotism,  will 
send  their  Repnsentatives  to  this  Hall.  If  she 
would  be  strong  in  war,  let  her  invite  only  free- 
men, who  will  defend  their  property,  their  families, 
and  their  fre'edoin :  not  slaves,  who  can  only  seek 
their  own  happine'ss  by  withering  the  arm  that 
holds  them  in  Iwndage.  But  she  alleges  that  we 
invade  her  right — her  sovereign  right — to  hold 
slaves,  or  not  to  hold  them,  at  he*r  pleasure.  I  have 
already  shown,  that  it  is  no  legitimate  exercise  of 
sovereign  power,  to  make  a  portion  of  our  species 
bondmen.  Instrad  of  a  right,  it  is  the  grossest 
abuse  of  right  (hat  was  ever  tolerated  by  a  civil- 
ized country. 

If  Mi.ssouri  would  eiercise  her  power  by  extend- 
ing over  her  extensive  border  the  noi.some  pesti- 
lence, which  already  has  poisoned  the  atmosphere 
of  half  this  goodly  land,  she  has  little  claim  to  the 
intelligence  and  moral  characteristics  which  should 
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entitle  her  to  benjome  a  member  of  the  Union.  If 
she  would  not  so  abuse  her  power,  she  can  have 
no  reasonable  wish  to  enjoy  an  empty  prerogative 
never  to  be  exerted.  Not  only  the  moral  wrong, 
but  the  physical  evil,  and  blasting  corse  of  slavery, 
as  now  experienced  in  the  slaveholding  States, 
where  it  exists  in  its  mildest  form,  are  painted  in 
lively  colors  by  the  gentlemen  themselves;  who 
cannot  be  induced  to  suppress  the  melancholy  fact, 
though  it  presents  an  irresistible  argument  against 
adding  Missouri  to  the  miserable  victims  of  an  in- 
fatuated policy.  And  is  it  to  this  Moloch  that 
Missouri  insists  on  her  right  to  become  a  voluntary 
sacrifice!  The  right  to  desolate  her  fields,  and 
poison  the  fountains  of  prosperity  ;  to  commit  po- 
litical suicide!  Surely  the  pride,  the  phrensy, 
must  be  incurable,  which  can  persist  in  grasping 
such  a  destructive  power.  Let  us  resist  its  mo- 
mentary violence,  reason,  prudence,  and  virtue, 
must  soon  predominate.  The  power  to  do  good 
may  well  be  coveted  by  mortals — to  do  evil  never. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  advert  to  another  ar^u- 
roent  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  We 
have  long  since  divested  Congress,  he  says,  of  its 
right  to  interpose  on  this  subject  in  Missouri,  by 
bestowing  on  her  a  territorial  legislature,  compe- 
tent to  all  municipal  regulations,  and  this  power 
cannot,  therefore,  be  resumed  by  the  National  Le- 
gislature. Let  me  ask  that  gentleman,  how  the 
"compromise,"  which  was  first  suggested  by  him- 
self to  a  committee,  of  which  we  were  both  mem- 
bers, in  the  early  part  of  the  present  session,  could 
hare  been  executed  by  Congress,  in  his  present 
view  of  the  legislative  power  of  the  territories,  is 
correct  ?  That  compromise  proposed  to  exclude 
slavery  from  all  that  portion  of  the  Arkansas  Ter- 
ritory north  of  a  certain  latitude.  We  have  already 
inve*sted  Arkansas  with  a  temporary  legislature, 
and,  upon  his  present  principle,  have  no  longer 
any  control  in  this  or  any  of  her  internal  concerns, 
[Mr.  Lowndes  explained — The  lines  proposed  by 
him  would  comprehend  none  of  the  settlements  of 
our  citizens ;  he  considered  such  settlements  as 
having  vested  rights  beyond  our  control,  but  that 
Congress  might  exercise  the  right  of  excluding 
slavery  where  no  such  settlements  existed.]  When 
the  suggestion  was  made  in  the  committee,  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  do  not  remember  to  have  heard  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  take  this  distinction.  Certainly 
it  is  an  important  one ;  it  leaves  the  effect  of  the 
excluding  principle  to  be  exerted  only  on  a  wilder- 
ness— it  leaves  the  compromise  a  shadow.  I  had 
really  supposed  before,  that  something  must  be 
.conceded  on  both  sides,  to  make  the  transaction  a 
compromise  ;  where  all  is  yielded  by  one  party  and 
nothing  by  the  other,  by  whatever  name  it  may  be 
called,  it  is  no  compromise,  but  submission.  The 
honorable  gentleman  is  not  in  fault;  he  concedes 
us  all  which  his  principle  will  allow — the  privilege 
of  an  empty  name.     Vox  ^  prtelerm  nihil. 

I  must,  however,  call  in  question  the  doctrine, 
that  Congress  has  parted  with  all  legislative  con- 
trol of  the  territories,  by  the  mere  organization  of 
a  territorial  government.  The  acts  of  Congress 
are,  in  their  very  terms,  merely  "  temporary." 
Take,  for  example,  the  act  providing  for  the  gov- 


ernment of  Missouri ;  by  the  1st  section  it  is  enacted- 
"  that  the  temporary  government,"  dkc.  This  is 
in  the  exact  words  of  the  acts  in  relation  to  tb« 
other  territories.  These  acts  are  frequently  revised 
or  modified,  as  appears  by  the  statute.  The  terri- 
tory itself  is  divided,  subdivided,  and  newly  organ- 
ized, at  the  pleasure  of  Congress.  Nothing  less 
than  the  power  of  entire  revocation  of  the  original 
act  would  warrant  these  various  subsequent  modi- 
fications. The  right  in  Congress  to  prohibit  slavery 
must,  therefore,  remain  in  that  body,  and  may  be 
exercised  over  the  territories  notwithstanding  the 
existence  of  the  temporary  governments. 

But  it  is  not  to  be  concealed,  that  the  stem  and 
resolute  hostility  to  the  restriction  of  slavery  is  not 
confined  to  Missouri  alone — it  did  not  even  origi- 
nate there.     Her  interest  and  true  policy  demand 
the  salutary  measure;  her  pride  alone  could  never 
have   kindled   such  a  flame  of  opposition.     The 
jealousy  of  the  Western  States  is  alarmed ;  thej 
are  warned  to  resist  the  encroachments  of  the  Mid- 
dle and  Eastern  States,  who  envy  their  growing 
importance  and  political   influence.     These,  too, 
are  the  suggestions  of  men  who  are  loudly  depre- 
cating local  prejudices.     Let  not  the  West  listen 
readily  to  the  insidious  charge.     It  is  without  fejun- 
dation.     There  is  no  collision  of  interests  between 
the  various  sections  of  the  Union,     They  are  in 
perfect  harmony.     The  rapid  increase  of  Western 
population,  formed,  as  it  is,  of  emigrants  from  the 
shores  of  the  Atlantic,  and   their  descendants,  is 
beheld  with  pride  by  their  kindred  and  brethren  in 
the  elder  States.     Their  welfare  is  our  welfare — 
their  strength  our  strength — and  their  principles, 
except  in  the  partial  admission  of  slavery,  are  our 
principles.     We  may  defy  the  ministers  of  disunion 
to  name  a  single  point  of  contact,  where  the  inter- 
ests, prosperity,  and  happiness,  of  the  middle  and 
eastern  sections  are  not  in  perfect  harmony  with 
the  western.     What  better  evidence  can  be  given 
by  thenon-slaveholding  Statesof  their  disinterested 
regard  to  Missouri,  than  the  efforts  now  made  by 
them  to  banish  forever  from  her  system  the  canker 
which  has  corroded  and  enfeebled  our  less  forttt- 
nate  neighbors  in  the  South  ?    If  we  were  un- 
friendly or  jealous  of  the  new  States,  a  different 
course  might  be  pursued.     No,  sir,  to  confer  bene- 
fits is  not  the  dictate  of  hatred.     Malignity,  alone, 
can  distort  deeds  of  kindness  into  tokens  of  envy. 
A  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Holmbs) 
has  thought  proper  to  ascribe  the  effort  now  made 
against  the  extension  of  slavery  to  the  same  prin- 
ciples which  produced  the  Hartford  Conventioa. 
But  can  it  be  believed  that  those  principles,  which, 
even  in  the  darkest  hours  of  adversity,  had  but  a 
momentary  influence,  are  now  completely  trium- 
phant, not  only  in  New  England,  but  in  the  mighty 
States  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania;  that  they 
have  crossed  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  and  em- 
brace in  their  vortex  all  tne  States  north  of  the 
river  Ohio  ?     This  extravagant  suggestion  is  un- 
worthy of  a  moment's  attention.     Tne  sanr>e  gen- 
tleman takes  exception  to  an  expression  in  the  able 
memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Boston  and  the  vicinity, 
that  Congress  may  require  such  conditions  of  the 
new  States  "as  its  wisdom,  its  justice,  or  its  policy, 
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may  dictate."  As  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  gen- 
tleman does  not  include  "wisdom  and  justice" 
among  the  suspected  virtues,  it  can  only  be  the 
word  policy,  to  which  his  censure  applies;  and  he 
seems  to  understand  it  only  in  the  Italian  or  sinis- 
ter sense.  But  he  will  probably  withdraw  his  ob- 
jection, on  being  reminded  oi  the  old-fashioned 
maxim,  which  I  trust  he  was  taught  in  his  child- 
hood, that  "  honesty  is  the  best  policy." 

Id  regarding,  however,  the  tflects  of  slavery,  the 
views  of  Congress  must  always  extend  to  the  good 
of  the  whole  community.  While  the  exclusion  of 
slavery  from  Missouri  will  insure  her  a  more  nu- 
merous population,  more  industry,  more  wealth, 
and,  consequently,  a  greater  representation  in  the 
National  Legislature,  it  makes  her  also  a  more  for- 
midable barrier  in  war,  a  more  efficient  pillar  of 
the  rational  edifice.  These  advantages  require  the 
paternal  care  of  the  Government  of  the  Union  ; 
they  are  equally  participated  by  every  member  ;  by 
the  slaveholding  States  in  at  least  their  doe  pro- 
portion. It  is,  thejj^  unjust  to  represent  the  restric- 
tion proposed  to  Missouri  as  a  sacrifice  on  her  part, 
or  a  reservation  of  power  by  Congress,  by  which 
the  former  pays  the  latter  a  "  price"  for  admission. 
No  mercenary  concession  is  required,  but  an  hon- 
orable and  salutary  condition,  beneficial  indeed  to 
the  nation,  but  to  the  new  State  the  vital  principle 
of  future  greatness.  A  benign  interposition,  the 
dictate  of  wisdom  and  beneficence. 

It  is  proper,  however,  in  considering  this  great 
question — great  in  its  consequences  to  our  rising 
nation,  and  destined  to  mark  our  character  to  fu- 
ture ages — that  we  should  not  overlook  the  invisible 
spring  that  puts  the  machine  in  action,  and  imparts 
its  tremendous  force  to  the  opposition.  The  States 
of  the  South,  replete  with  slavery,  are  tenacious  of 
the  privilege  of  "  diffusing"  the  evil.  To  diffuse, 
not  to  extend,  the  mischief,  is  their  object ;  a  dis- 
tinction far  too  refined  for  my  comprehension.  If 
diffusion,  or  any  mode  of  depletion,  would  reduce 
the  residuum  oi  the  article,  it  might  be  an  office  of 
kindness  in  Missouri,  or  even  in  Pennsylvania  or 
Massachusetts,  to  facilitate  so  worthy  an  object. 
But  it  is  the  unfortunate  character  of  slavery  to 
admit  no  remedy  but  compression.  The  flame  is 
harmless  when  confined,  but  once  allowed  to  pass 
its  boundary, and  the  conflagration  defies  all  human 
power.  The  efforts  of  reason,  religion,  philan- 
thropy, are  impotent,  indeed,  against  the  cravings 
of  avarice. 

When  we  hear  it  said  by  a  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Randolph,)  that  this  land  (Missouri) 
*' was  bought  with  our  money,"  it  is  not  to  be  sup- 
posed he  means  that  the  money  of  Virginia,  or  of 
all  the  slaveholding  States,  was  alone  employed  in 
the  purchase.     But  such    language   implies   that 
those  States  had  at  least  their  share  in  the  trans- 
action, and  are  entitled  to  the  advantages.     The 
fair  and  honorable  advantages  are,  indeed,  to  be 
enjoyed  by  them,  in  common  with  the  nation  ;  but 
does  this  require  that  the  new  States  should  be 
open  as  a  slave  market,  to  enhance  the  value,  to 
encourage  the  slaveholder  in  growing  the  commod- 
ity 1    The  "  high-minded"  gentlemen  who  oppose 
the  restriction,  will  certainly  disclaim  such  a  mo- 


tive. They  contend,  however,  that  the  prohibition 
of  slavery  is  an  interdiction  to  slaveholders  from 
removing  with  their  slaves  to  the  new  States.  This 
may,  indeed,  be  an  inconvenience  not  easily  obvi- 
ated. The  extensive  States  of  Mississippi,  Alabama, 
and  Louisiana,  however,  are  still  in  their  infancy, 
and  their  vast  territory  invites  the  planters  of  cotton 
and  the  sugar  cane  to  bring  their  surplus  slaves 
from  the  Atlantic  States  to  those  new  regions. 
But  to  those  who  insist  on  their  rights  to  all,  it  is 
in  vain  to  urge  that  less  than  all  may  be  enough. 
Let  us  listen,  however,  a  moment  to  the  other  side. 
If  slaveholders  cannot  remove  with  their  slaves,  in 
case  the  restriction  is  adopted,  so  also,  if  it  is  not 
adopted,  the  industrious  citizens  in  the  non-slave- 
holding  States  are  proscribed,  in  a  great  degree, 
from  the  benefits  of  emigration.  Where  a  system 
of  slavery  throws  all  the  wealth  and  all  the  political 
influence  into  the  hands  of  a  few,  and  where  labor 
is  disgraceful,  as  the  proper  occupation  of  slaves 
alone,  the  independent  spirit  which  is  found  among 
citizens  in  moderate  circumstances,  in  the  non- 
slaveholding  States,  will  never  brook  the  inevitable 
consequence  of  emigration.  Freemen,  proud  of 
their  rights  ;  proud  even  of  their  industry,  as  the 
basis  ol  their  independent  condition,  will  never 
consent  to  be  ranked  by  the  opulent  slaveholder, 
living  by  their  side,  on  a  level  with  his  slaves. 
Where  slavery  prevails,  the  industry  of  freemen  is 
degrading,  and  thase  who  are  obliged  to  earn  their 
subsistence  by  their  own  exertions  and  labor,  are 
in  a  state  of  hopeless  insignificance.  Is  it  not  then 
equal  and  just,  since  so  many  States  have  lately 
been  added  in  the  South,  where  slaveholders  can 
remove,  with  the  advantages  they  require,  that 
Missouri  should  be  left  open  to  a  population  which 
cannot  breathe  in  the  atmosphere  of  slavery  ?  Lou- 
isiana is  the  only  State  yet  established  beyond  the 
Mississippi.  Slavery  exists,  and  must  continue  to 
exist,  in  that  State.  If  then  it  were  a  subject  of 
mere  mercantile  arrangement  between  the  slave- 
holding  and  non-slaveholding  States,  Missouri 
ought  to  interdict  slavery.  Thank  Heaven!  we 
do  not  adduce  this  as  our  principal  argument,  but 
only  to  answer  an  objection  raised  by  our  opponents. 
No,  sir,  we  would  exclude  slavery,  because  we  have 
the  power  by  the  Constitution  ;  because  it  is  the 
dictate  of  reason,  of  expediency,  of  moral  right, 
and  consequently  of  duty.  Gentlemen  from  the 
slaveholding  States  offer  another  argument,  which 
indeed  has  great  weight,  and  merits  a  distinct  con- 
sideration. If,  say  they,  slavery  is  to  be  confined 
to  its  present  limits,  and  no  more  States  or  Ter- 
ritories are  to  afford  it  shelter,  what  is  to  become  of 
the  increasing  slave  population  in  the  Atlantic 
States  ?  In  those  States  the  slaves  have  increased 
in  a  far  greater  ratio  than  the  free  population :  are 
they  to  be  "  pent  up"  and  starved,  or  to  be  turned 
loose  to  steal,  rob,  and  murder :  the  certain  con- 
sequence of  emancipation?  To  escape  the  dis- 
tressing scenes  which  gentlemen  have  so  feelingly 
depicted,  and  for  the  reality  of  which  they  point 
us  to  St.  Domingo,  and  other  islands  in  the  West 
Indies,  they  require  the  extensive  Territories  and 
States  of  the  West  to  receive  the  supernumerary 
slaves  j  and,  while  they  ^  their  coffers  witli  the 
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price,  they  rid  them  of  all  inconvenience,  and  of! 
the  dread  of  insurrection.     This  sale  of  human 
flesh  may  indeed  rend  asunder  forever  the  ties  of 
parents  and  children,  brothers  and  sisters,  husband 
and  wife,  which  those  gentlemen  declare  to  be  the 
objects  of  their  tenderest  solicitude  ;  for  a  slave, 
removed  a  tiiousand  miles,  or  even  much  less,  must 
never  again  behold  the  beings  with  whom  he  has 
spent  his  life,  to  whom  alone  he  is  known  and 
united,  whose  affection  is  the  only  sweet  he  has 
tasted  in  the  bitter  draught  of  servitude.     These 
consequences,  however,  are  considered  slight  and 
trivial,  when  weighed  against  the  superior  claims,  [ 
the  right,  the  profit,  and  the  safety  of  his  owner. 
But  gentlemen  seem  to  have  limited  their  views  ! 
to  an  expedient  merely  temporal,  and  to  lose  sight  i 
of  the  inevitable  and  fatal  catastrophe  that  must  i 
await  at  least  their  favorite  system.  i 

In  the  rapid  progress  of  emigration  in  the  settle-  j 
ment  of  our  new  States  and  Territories,  the  time  is  ; 
at  hand  when  all  will  be  replete  with  inhabitants; 
when  the  tide  can  no  longer  roll  onward,  but  must 
recede,  and  mingle  with  its  kindred  waters.    Then 
where  will  the  statesmen  of  the  day  transfer  the 
myriads  of  slavery,  to  rescue  their  country  from 
destruction  ?    No  new  provinces  can  be  purcnased  ;  j 
Mexico  will  be  full  to  overflowing  on  the  south  ;  ! 
the  Pacific  before  them,  on   the  west,  and  on  the  ' 
north  a  population  to  whom  slavery  is  abhorrent. 
Will  they  apply  to  the  National  Government  for  ! 
a  law  permitting  them  to  export  slaves  ?     If  Amer- 1 
icans  could  ever  resort  to  this  abominable  traffic  , 
for  relief,  where  could  they  find  a  nation,  a  prov- 
ince, or  even  an  island,  which  would  receive  the  j 
victims?     All  Europe,  long  ere  then,  will  have' 
denounced  and   interdicted  the  odious  trade,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  islands  and  new  republics 
of  the  South  must  adopt  the  same  humane  policy. 
In  no  distant  age,  I  trust,  the  monstrous  institution 
of  slavery,  and   the  horrors  of  the  traflic,  will  be 
alike  exploded.     The  history  of  the  present  times 
will  be  read  with  incredulity  or  with  disgust.  Some 
better  remedy  must  be  devised  for  the  enormous 
evil,  which  will  then  threaten  insurrection,  massa- 
cre, and  wide  desolation. 

The  honorable  Speaker  has  turned  his  attention 
to  the  condition  of  our  country,  which  we  are  now 
considering;  but  beseems  tobe unawareof  thedan- 
gers  which  must  then  beset  the  free  population,  from 
the  superincumbent  mass  of  slavery.  He  cheers 
the  friends  of  African  emancipation  by  assuring 
them,  that,  in  such  a  state  of  things,  the  labor  of 
slaves  will  be  more  expensive  than  that  of  freemen, 
and  that  consequently  the  owner  will  give  them 
liberty,  to  discharge  himself  from  the  burden  of 
their  maintenance.  But  will  the  safety  of  the  free 
population  then  permit  the  emancipation  of  such 
countless  hordes  of  ignorant  and  destitute  beings, 
whose  very  necessities  must  impel  them  to  war 
upon  society  ?  It  would  be  madness ;  it  would  be 
giving  them  a  commission  to  plunder,  ravage,  and 
destroy.  I  will  not  say,  sir,  that,  in  such  a 'state 
of  the  relative  numbers  of  free  citizens  and  slaves 
it  would  be  utterly  imnossible  to  rescue  the  former ; 
yet  certainly  nothing  but  powerful  and  hazardous 
measures  could  arrest  the  march  of  ruin.    Even 


now,  and  for  years  past,  the  slaveholding  States 
have  adopted  a  code  of  laws,  making  emancipation 
more  and  more  difl5cult.  Indeed,  in  many  it  is 
entirely  prohibited.  This  harsh  measure  is  justi- 
fied by  gentlemen,  on  the  ground  that  free  negroes 
are  pernicious  companions  to  slaves  of  their  own 
color,  and  make  them  discontented  with  their  con- 
dition. No  emancipation  must  be  allowed,  no 
free  negroes  to  seduce  their  brethren  to  desertion 
to  infest  the  cities  as  vagrants,  or  highways  as 
plunderers.  If,  in  the  present  state  of  things, 
emancipation  is  so  dangerous,  that  those  humane 
gentlemen,  who  so  deeply  deplore  the  "evil  and 
curse"  of  slavery,  are  obliged  to  enact  laws  to  per- 
petuate and  increase  it ;  it  they  even  now  are  com- 
pelled to  this  course  by  the  necessity  of  self-preser- 
vation, how  difficult,  how  impossible  will  they 
find  it,  to  have  recourse  to  emancipation  when  the 
evil  shall  have  outgrown  all  computation ! 

To  avert  so  fearful  a  calamity,  let  me  ask  their  at- 
tention to  the  immediate  interest  of  the  slavehold- 
ing States,  and  inquire,  whether  the  extension  of 
slavery  a  single  inch  beyond  its  present  boundary, 
is  not  to  be  resisted  far  more  for  themselves  than 
for  us?  The  advantages  which  they  expect  by 
the  extension,  are  transient  and  inconsiderable: 
the  evil  IS  more  remote  indeed,  but  inevitable  and 
overwhelming.  Let  me  conjure  their  statesmen 
by  the  spirit  of  their  fathers ;  by  their  reverence 
of  the  patriot  whose  glory  is  not  yet  extinguished: 
by  the  virtue  which  vanquished  the  hosts  of  op- 
pression;  by  their  respect  for  themselves,  and 
their  regard  for  future  generations,  to  retrace 
their  steps,  to  annul  their  laws  against  emancipa- 
tion. Let  it  be  their  high  prerogative  to  resist  the 
torrent  of  prejudice,  to  stifle  the  murmurs  of  ava- 
rice and  pride. 

Let  them  boldly  avow  the  salutary  truth;  now 
is  the  time  to  provide  a  remedy  for  the  abomina- 
tion, for  the  curse  of  slavery.  Every  moment's 
delay  uicreases  the  evil.  It  is  not  by  insulated 
and  feeble  efforts,  that  the  purpose  can  be  effected. 
A  great  and  simultaneous  exertion  can  alone  be 
equal  to  the  occasion.  Such  an  exertion  must  be 
produced  by  a  universal  conviction  of  its  necessity. 
It  is  only  in  an  enlightened  age,  and  in  a  virtuous 
country,  that  such  a  concert  of  spirit  and  action 
can  be  expected  to  silence  the  cavils  of  ignorance 
and  cupidity.  A  general  and  sudden  emancipa- 
tion would  be  the  extreme  of  folly.  So  great  a 
change  iii  the  condition  of  a  numerous  class  of 
human  beings  would  be  alike  destructive  of  them- 
selves and  nernicious  to  the  community.  But. 
when  once  the  States  and  the  slave  owners  will 
resolutely  determine  to  accomplish  universal  free- 
dom, all  difficulty  will  vanish.  Slaves  will  not 
be  denied  all  means  of  instruction ;  they  will  be 
taught  the  rudimentsof  knowledge,  of  self-govern- 
ment, and  of  morality.  The  most  exemplary  for 
industry  and  fidelity  can  be  emancipated,  and  por- 
tions of  the  waste  lands,  which  abound  in  the 
plantations,  can  be  allotted  them  on  moderate 
rents.  Scarce  an  age  would  elapse  before  the 
slave  population,  with  such  inducements  and  such 
means,  would  assume  a  new  character,  a  higher 
grade  in  the  human  scale.     It  would  no  longer  be 


1487 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1488 


H.  OP  R. 


Admisrion  of  3fis90uri. 


Febsuart,  1820. 


difficult  to  reconcile  extensive  emancipation  with 
the  safety  of  the  free  population.  The  freedmen 
and  their  descendants,  possessing  personal  liberty, 
and  protected  against  oppression,  but  not  necessa- 
rily participating  in  political  power,  would  remain 
the  industrious  and  happy  laborers  in  the  fields, 
not  of  their  masters,  but  their  protectors.  Secured 
in  the  fruits  of  their  industry,  they  would  be  provi- 
dent and  frugal ;  the  product  of  their  labor  would 
be  immensely  greater  than  in  a  state  of  slavery, 
and  the  proprietors  of  the  soil,  their  former  mas- 
ters, would  derive  greater  profit  from  their  earn- 
ings, with  far  less  care  and  responsibility. 

To  those  who  treat  these  suggessions  as  chi- 
merical, the  experience  of  other  times  and  other 
nations  ought  to  afford  an  impressive  lesson.  The 
vassals  and  serfs  of  feudal  times  were  in  a  condi- 
tion as  degraded  and  dependent  as  the  slaves  of 
Virginia  and  the  Carolinas.  The  boors  of  the 
Russian  and  the  Polish  nobility  and  great  land- 
holders, are  attached  to  the  soil  and  transferable 
with  it.  In  France,  before  the  Revolution,  the 
laboring  classes,  though  not  nominally  slaves, 
were  so  in  reality,  and  much  more  wretched  than 
those  in  our  country.  Even  in  England,  the 
country  which  has  so  frequently  reproached  us  for 
the  continuance  of  a  system  inconsistent  with  our 
prii;ciples,  the  laborers  in  their  manufacturing 
towns  are  far  more  miserable  than  the  slaves  of 
humane  masters.  The  latter  are  sure  of  comforta- 
ble sustenance,  and  are  cherished  in  siclrness  and 
old  age;  while  arbitrary  regulation  of  wages,  the 
liability  to  be  turned  from  employment,  the  pesti- 
lence of  a  crowded  population,  the  squalid  and 
loathsome  condition  of  their  dwellings,  and  the 
horrors  of  the  poor-house,  all  contribute  to  make 
the  condition  oi  English  laborers  in  manufactur- 
ing towns  incomparably  worse  than  the  slaves  of 
our  Southern  States.  The  wretched  beings  to 
yhom  I  have  alluded  not  only  wear  the  human 
form,  but  the  same  color  with  the  higher  classes. 
Yet  who  would  have  the  courage  to  proclaim,  m 
those  countries,  the  necessity  or  even  the  possi- 
bility of  meliorating  the  condition  of  the  inferior 
orders?  Whoever  should  attempt  such  an  enter- 
prise, would  be  treated  as  a  preacher  of  sedition, 
or  a  madman.  But,  can  any  one  doubt  that  the 
French  Revolution  might  have  been  arrested,  had 
the  nobility  and  clergy,  who  engrossed  all  the 
property  of  the  nation,  relaxed  their  oppression 
only  so  far  as  to  have  participated  the  public  bur- 
dens'? They  were  deaf  to  the  warning  voice  of 
history,  and  the  terrible  explosion  of  the  Revolu- 
tion prostrated  their  privileges  and  ended  their 
oppression.  In  Russia,  Poland,  and  Germany, 
symptoms  have  appeared  of  a  disposition  in  the 
sovereign  and  in  tne  privileged  classes,  to  relax  the 
rigor  01  their  yoke,  and  impart  to  their  slaves  some 
portion  of  the  rights  of  humanity,  and  the  fruits  of 
their  labor.  Possibly,  in  those  nations,  a  grain  of 
seasonable  wisdom  may  rescue  them  from  the  fate 
of  inexorable  oppressors.  It  remains  to  be  seen, 
whether  there  is  wisdom  and  virtue  enough  in 
England  to  reform  abuses,  to  relieve  the  starving 
and  improvident  victims  of  their  manufacturing 
system,  before  the  accumulation  of  vice,  of  sufl'er- 


ing,  and  of  oppression,  shall  thicken  to  a  tempest, 
and  prostrate  tne  monuments  of  learning,  of  power, 
and  of  glory,  for  so  many  ages  the  boast  of  that 
mighty  empire. 

To  the  wisdom  and  virtue  of  the  slavcholding 
States  it  must  be  submitted,  whether  they  will  per- 
sist in  riveting  the  fetters  of  their  slaves,  and  shut- 
ting every  avenue  of  emancipation,  or  whether  they 
win  devise  a  great  system,  whicn  shall  improve 
their  condition,  and,  m  due  time,  extirpate  every 
vestige  of  that  curse  and  reproach  of  our  country. 
The  difference  of  color  can  be  no  obstacle  to  the 
enlightened  plan ;  it  must  be  a  perpetual  barrier, 
indeed,  against  a  commixture  ol  blood,  and  will, 
therefore,  leave  to  the  master  superior  respect,  the, 
right  of  protection,  and  the  voluntary  servici^s  and 
labor  of  a  grateful  and  happy  race.  Such  a  course, 
once  fully  adopted  by  the  Southern  States,  would 
increase  their  population  and  wealth,  as  the  pro- 
duct of  labor  would  increase.  Instead  of  angry 
collisions  with  their  sister  States,  mutual  esteem 
and  increasing  confidence  would  be  the  happy  re- 
sult of  this  magnanimous  measure.  Such  a  just 
and  enlightened  course  of  policy,  so  new  in  the 
annals  01  nations,  must  attract  the  admiration  of 
mankind,  and  the  gratitude  of  future  ages. 

Our  opponents  in  this  debate  have  frequently 
indulged  in  pointed  sarcasms  and  severe  renroacn 
on  the  supposed  arguments  in  favor  of  excluding 
slavery,  which  are  founded  on  religion  and  mo- 
rality. While  they  have  thought  proper  to  impute 
all  such  arguments  to  rank  hypocrisy,  they  have 
not  failed  to  exert  all  their  ingenuity  to  prove  that 
the  extension,  or,  as  they  choose  to  say,  the  diffu- 
sion of  slavery,  will  diminish  the  evil ;  and  that, 
consequently,  such  diffusion  is  consistent  with  mo- 
rality. Many  have  gone  farther,  and  have  assert- 
ed that  slavery  is  encouraged  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, and  not  forbidden  in  the  New ;  from  which 
they  infer,  that  it  is  not  offensive  in  the  eye  of 
Heaven. 

It  is  sufficient  for  me,  sir,  to  reply,  that  slavery 
is  oppressive  and  unjust,  an  "  intolerable  evil 
and  a  curse ;"  it  cannot,  therefore,  but  be  the  deep- 
est shade  of  immorality.  Nor  can  the  christian 
system  be  reproached  with  giving  any  countenance 
to  such  an  enormity.  The  Founder  of  our  Reli- 
gion announced  to  nis  disciples  that  "  his  kingdom 
was  not  of  this  world  ;"  he  intermeddled  not  with 
"  thrones  and  dominions,"  or  with  the  civil  insti- 
tutions of  mankind.  To  these,  indeed,  he  incul- 
cated obedience  and  .submission.  In  vain  should 
we  look  in  Scripture  for  any  authority  to  resi.st  the 
encroachments  of  despotism ;  even  our  Revolution 
would  have  found  no  precept  there  to  break  the 
British  yoke  and  establish  our  liberties.  One  sub- 
lime maxim,  however,  comprehends  all  virtue  and 
all  duty  to  mankind  :  "  Do  to  others  as  you  would 
that  they  should  do  to  you."  Let  this  be  univer- 
sally obeyed,  and  all  tyranny  will  cease,  and  re- 
sistance be  unnecessary.  Let  this  prevail,  and  the 
yoke  of  slavery  and  the  rod  of  oppression  will  be 
broken  forever.  I  should  not  have  answered  such 
observations,  nor  attempt  to  throw  reproach  and 
ridicule  on  our  principles,  but  to  exhibit  the  har- 
mony which  may  be  found  in  religion  and  virtue, 
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with  the  just  interpretation  and  practical  effect  of 
our  happy  Constitution. 

In  expressing  my  views  on  this  momentous  sub- 
ject, I  have  not  pursued  the  path  of  feeling.  The 
hannony  of  our  national  Union  has  been  my  pole 
star.  Grcneral  freedom,  the  equal  and  inalien- 
able rights  of  mankind,  are  the  pure  spirit  of  our 
republican  system.  To  resbt  encroachment,  to 
guard  with  vigilance  the  bulwarks  of  our  Consti- 
tution, is  the  duty  of  every  citizen.  By  the  faith- 
ful performance  of  this  great  duty,  we  may  justly 
hope  the  permanence  of  our  liberties,  and  the  ma- 
turity of  our  glory. 

Mr.  B.\LnwiN,  of  Pennsylvania,  next  addressed 
the  Committee,  and  spoke  also  about  two  hours 
against  the  constitutional  right  of  Congress  to  im- 
pose the  restriction ;  and,  incidentally,  in  favor  of 
the  right  of  Congress  to  restrict  slavery  in  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States. 

The  Committee  then  rose. 


Frioay,  February  25. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  report  from 
the  Engineer  Department,  containing  the  rules 
and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  Mili- 
tary Academy  at  West  Point,  and  a  list  of  cadets 
which  were  attached  to  the  said  academy  on  the 
1st  of  January,  181.5,  and  of  such  as  have  been 
appointed  between  that  day  and  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1819,  with  the  States  and  Territories 
whence  they  came,  dec,  containing  all  the  infor- 
mation required  by,  and  rendered  in  obedience  to, 
theresolutionof  the  26th  of  February,  1819;  which 
letter  and  report  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  John  O'Conner,  deceased," 
reported  the  same  without  amendment,  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

LAND-BOUNTY  CERTIFICATES. 
Mr.  Cook  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  initnicted  to  inquire  into  the  cxpediencj  of  enabling 
those  soldiera  of  the  late  war,  who  are  entitled  to  a 
land  bounty,  and  have  not  received  the  same,  to  ob- 
tain rertificater  in  lieu  thereof,  for  such  sum  as  may 
be  deemed  reasonable,  making  such  certi6cate  receiva- 
ble only  in  payment  for  public  lands  offered  for  sale  by 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  C.  said,  in  offering  the  resolution  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House,  he  must  confess  that  the 
interest  which  he  felt  in  the  measure  was  too 
strong  to  allow  it  to  meet  its  fate,  without  offering 
some  reasons  in  its  favor.  To  those  who  have  in- 
quired at  all  into  this  subject,  said  he,  it  will  be 
found  that  there  are  between  seven  and  eight  thou- 
sand soldiers  who  have  not  received  their  land- 
bounty  ;  and,  according  to  the  present  mode  of 
paying  them,  it  will  consume  about  one  million 
one  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land.  If  any 
measure  can  be  adopted  which  will  render  this 


bounty  more  valuable  to  the  soldiers  who  have 
fought  your  battles,  conquered  your  enemies,  and 
given  lustre  to  your  national  character,  without 
injury  to  the  public  interest,  I  think  it  is  worthy 
ol  the  consideration  of  the  Government,  and  de- 
serves to  be  adopted.  In  offering  this  bounty  to 
the  soldiers  of  your  army,  I  conceive  it  was  to  in- 
duce the  soldier  to  enlist  under  your  banners  ;  and 
after  performing  his  duty,  to  have  a  home,  a  rest- 
ing place  for  himself  and  his  family.  But,  sir, 
from  the  manner  in  which  this  bounty  has  been 
given,  it  must  be  manifest  to  all  who  know  any 
thing  about  it,  that  it  has  fallen  short  of  that  ob- 
ject m  a  most  unfortunate  extent.  Owing  to  the 
remoteness  of  these  lands  from  the  settled  parts  of 
the  country,  and  the  consequent  absence  of  the 
conveniences  of  society  and  neighborhood,  the 
soldiers  have  been  unable  to  improve  their  lands, 
and,  from  their  general  poverty,  have  been  com- 
pelled to  sell  them  to  the  speculators  to  obtain  the 
means  of  supplying  their  immediate  wants,  and 
this  too  at  so  reduced  a  price  as  to  be  of  but  little 
service.  Indeed,  sir,  the  management  of  the  spec- 
ulators has  been  such  as  to  keep  down  the  price  of 
those  lands  to  the  lowest  possible  amount,  and 
they  will  continue  so  to  do,  at  least  until  the  poor, 
but  meritorious  soldiers,  have  been  rifled  of  their 
property — until  it  shall  all  be  in  their  hands. 

My  object,  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  to  allow  those 
soldiers  who,  from  the  tardiness  of  the  Government, 
have  not  received  their  bounty,  who  may  choose 
to  do  so,  to  obtain  in  lieu  of  such  bounty  a  certifi- 
cate for  such  amount  as  Congress  may  think  just, 
and  make  such  certificates  recoverable  only  in 
payment  for  public  lands.  Sir,  I  believe,  it  the 
Government  would  give  to  the  soldier  his  choice, 
either  to  take  his  bounty  where  the  Government 
may  choose  to  assign  it  to  him,  or  to  take  a  certifi- 
cate which  would  enable  him  to  enter  eighty  acres 
(the  one  half  of  his  present  bounty)  within  the 
limits  of  the  settlements,  after  the  sales  are  over — 
for  I  would  be  unwilling  to  give  them  a  right  of 
pre-emption  for  that  quantity — that  some  thousands 
of  them,  who  are  now  without  homes,  living  in 
wretchedness,  would  gladly  receive  such  certificates, 
and  secure  themselves  in  comfortable  homes.  And 
in  this  way  there  would  be  a  mutual  saving,  both 
to  the  Government  and  the  soldier.  The  Govern- 
ment would  save  one  half  of  the  land,  and  yet 
give  to  the  soldier  more  value  to  him  than  the 
value  of  the  present  bounty.  In  doing  this,  Mr. 
Speaker,  the  soldier,  who  is  living  now  both  in 
vice  and  [poverty,  would  find  an  asylum  where 
comfort  would  smile  around  him,  and  where  his 
vicious  habits,  contracted  in  the  camp,  would  be 
corrected  by  the  influence  of  those  around  him, 
who  have  lostered  the  virtues  of  civilized  life.  It 
would  also,  Mr.  Speaker,  prevent  an  extension  of 
that  principle  which  has  converted  so  much  of  the 
State  of  Illinois  at  least  into  a  temporary  wilder- 
ness ;  that  delightful  body  of  land  lying  between 
the  Illinois  and  Mississippi  rivers,  embracing  more 
than  five  million  of  acres,  has  to  such  an  extent 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  speculators,  who  have 
bought  it  for  a  mere  trifle,  that  it  will  be  unin- 
habited for  many  years— a  section,  above  all  others. 
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which  it  is  desirable  to  have  settled.  The  bounty 
of  the  Government,  owing  to  the  manner  of  con- 
ferring it,  has  thus  done  but  little  good  to  the 
soldier,  and  established  a  nuisance  in  that  flourish- 
ing State. 

Sir,  1  have  seen  the  poor  soldier  who  has  come 
from  the  almost  extreme  east  of  our  country  to 
Illinois,  who  has  heard  a  fine  and  just  description 
of  that  State,  with  joy  in  his  countenance,  to  see 
his  land,  that  land  which  was  rendered  dear  to 
him,  because  he  had  fought  and  conquered  the 
enemies  of  your  country  to  obtain  it.  But  when 
he  learned  that  it  was  so  remote  from  neighbors, 
and  from  those  indispensable  advantages  of  society, 
his  joy  was  turned  into  mortification,  and  he  was 
driven  to  the  shop  of  the  speculator,  to  procure,  in 
exchange  for  it,  such  bounty  as  their  generosity 
might  advance. 

I  do  think,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  melioration  of 
the  condition  of  sucn  a  number  of  those  deserving 
men,  is  worthy  of  consideration ;  and  more  especial- 
ly when  it  can  be  done  without  detriment  to  the 
nation.  Sir,  if  you  should  wish  hereafter  to  call 
upon  the  patriotism  of  the  people  to  fight  your 
battles,  will  not  the  effect  of  this  measure  tend  to 
invite  them  to  your  standard?  They  will  look 
back  with  confidence,  and  feel  safe  in  obtaining 
the  just  reward  of  their  country. 

I  do  hope,  Mr.  Speaker,  that,  notwithstanding 
the  great  mass  of  business  before  us,  this  subject 
will  receive  its  merited  consideration. 

The  question  was  then  put  whether  the  House 
would  now  consider  the  resolution,  and  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  Speaker  having  announced  the  orders  of 
the  day — 

Mr.  Hill,  of  Massachusetts,  rose,  and  said  he 
did  not  now  wish  to  consume  the  time  of  the  House 
upon  a  subject,  the  progress  of  which  seemed  to 
be  stamped  with  all  the  marks  of  eternity.  But 
he  rose  merely  to  move  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  be  discharged  from  any  further  considera- 
tion of  the  Missouri  bill. 

Mr.  LowNOEs  said,  that  if  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  insisted  on  this  motion  being  put, 
he  would  cheerfully  vote  in  favor  it;  yet,  it  he 
would  consent  to  withdraw  his  motion  for  the  pre- 
sent, to  give  two  or  three  gentlemen  more  an  op- 
portunity to  speak  to-day,  he  thought  it  might  be 
a  saying  of  time,  and  the  motion  could  be  renewed 
again,  if  necessary,  to-morrow  morning,  which 
would  then,  he  thought,  receive  a  decided  support. 
Mr.  Hill  acquiesced  in  this  suggestion,  and  with- 
drew his  motion. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Cobb  in  the  chair,  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  Ervin,  of  South  Carolina,  took  the  floor, 
and  spoke  at  considerable  length  against  the 
restriction. 

Mr.  Scott,  of  Missouri,  said,  it  had  been  erro- 
neously stated  that  Missouri  demanded  that  which 
she  ought  more  modestly  to  sue  for  as  a  matter  of 
special  grace  and  favor.  In  the  remarks  which  he 
should  now  have  the  honor  to  submit  on  the  sub- 


ject, he  did  not  wish  to  be  again  misunderstood  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Taylor,)  or  any  other  quarter.     Mr.  S.  did  not 
sound  the  tocsin  of  alarm — he  did  not  beat  up  for 
volunteers  in  rebellion  against  the  constituted  au- 
thorities of  his  country — but  he  should  degrade, 
counteract,  and  even  misrepresent,  the  wishes  of 
the  people  of  Missouri,  was  he  to  press  their  claim 
for  admission  into  the  Union  by  obsequious  sup- 
plications and  prayers,  suited  alone  to  the  taste  and 
palates  of  sycophants  or  of  tyrants.     Sir,  said  Mr. 
S.,  Missouri  asks,  in  the  true  American  character 
of  moderation   and   firmness,  your   assistance  to 
organize  her  State  government,  as  preparatory  to 
her  admission  into  the  Union.  She  did  not  sink  her- 
self beneath  notice,  by  an  afleclation  of  inferiority, 
naeekness,  dependence,  and  submission,  which  she 
did  not  feel,  nor  did  she,  by  any  rash  declarations, 
or  warlike  attitudes,  authorize  the  ungenerous  in- 
sinuations that  there  was  in  that  people  a  moral 
unfitness  for  self  government.     There  had  been  no 
exhibition  of  such  a  spirit  of  boisterous  domination 
as  ought  to  induce  you  to  shun  their  company,  or 
to  avoid  associating  with  tbem  as  a  member  of  the 
federal  family.     Missouri   presented  herself  with 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  in  one  hand, 
and  the  treaty  of  cession  in  the  other,  and  asked 
adniission  into  the  Union.     She  exhibited,  as  pre- 
liminaries, a  long  apprenticeship  under  the  guard- 
ianship of  your  laws  ;  a  moral  capacity  and  fitness 
in  the  people  for  self-government ;  a  devoted  at- 
tachment to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  land  ; 
a  firm  and  fixed  republican  character ;  and  num- 
bers suflBcient  to  entitle  her  to  two  Representatives. 
She  did  not  attempt  to  deceive  Congress  in  refer- 
ence to  her  territory,  or  the  number  of  her  inhabr 
itants;  she  presented  an  actual  map  of  the  survey's 
of  the  country,  by  which  a  calculation  might  be 
made,  within  a  few  miles,  of  the  exact  extent  of 
her  boundaries ;  she  produced  documents  in  sup{K)rt 
of  her  population,  suflScient  to  satisfy  the  most  con- 
scientious and  scrupulous ;  she  was  not  driven  to  the 
subterfuge  of  counting  her  citizens  and  travellers 
in  every  county  through  which  they  might  pass,  to 
make  out  her  pretensions  to  admission,  and  then, 
to  take  off'the  odium  of  this  deception,  to  christen 
t^ie  transaction  with  the  name  of  pious  fraud,  be- 
cause the  great  object  in  view  was  to  jump  into 
the  Union,  and  obtain  the  blessed  privilege  of  dic- 
tating to  her  superiors  and  her  neighbors.     Mr.  S. 
regretted  that  this  question  had  produced  so  much 
excitement;  he,  however,  disclaimed  the  responsi- 
bility of  ultimate  measures,  because  he  was  acting 
only  on  the  defensive,  and  was  not  one  of  the  pro- 
posers or  supporters  of  the  proposiiion  that  had 
caused  it.     If  it  was  of  recent  date,  he  would  en- 
tertain some  hopes  of  its  short  duration.     But,  for 
more  than  one  year,  this  question  had  agitated 
many  sections  of  this  Government ;  it  had  mixed 
and  mingled  with  every  topic  ;  it  had   operated 
on,  and  even  controlled,  elections.     He  had  seea 
one  instance  of  its  powerful  influence  in  an  adjoin- 
ing State,  and  he  feared  similar  sacrifices  bad  or 
would  be  made  in  other  quarters,  of  honorable  men, 
for  their  integrity  and  attiichment  to  the  principles 
of  the  Constitution. 
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Mr.  S,  said,  that  both  the  advocates  for,and  those 
opposed  to,  this  restriction,  who  had  preceded  him, 
had  divided  the  subject  into  three  heads:  the  first 
resting  on  the  Constitution  ;  the  second  on  the 
treaty  of  cession ;  and  the  third  on  the  expediency 
of  the  measure.  There  were  other  grounds,  grow 
ing  out  of  the  relations  of  the  United  States  and  the 
Territory  of  Missouri,  and  that  he  considered  as  not 
only  connected  with, but  conclusive  on,  the  subject, 
and  which  he  would  hereafter  examine  :  he  would, 
however,  first  advert  to  the  nature  of  this  proposi- 
tion, which  gentlemen  had  contended  they  had  the 
risht  to  make.  Some  had  dignified  it  with  the  name 
of  treaty  ;  some  with  the  name  of  compact,  while 
others  had  contended  for  the  broader  ground,  that 
you  have  the  power  to  restrict  Missouri,  in  virtue 
of  your  sovereignty  over  the  territory.  On  all 
occasions,  it  was  of  the  first  importance  to  under- 
stand the  question,  but  more  particularly  so  where 
it  involved  the  principles  of  the  Constitution,  or 
the  rights  of  the  people.  It  was,  then,  either  mat- 
ter of  treaty  or  compact,  between  Congress  and 
Missouii,  or  it  was  an  ordinary  act  of  legislation. 

Mr.  S.  contended  that,  if  Congress  had  the  right 
to  impose  this  restriction,  as  aai  ordinary  act  of 
legislation,  by  virtue  of  their  sovereignty  over  the 
territory,  that  then  they  could  not  support  the 
ground  that  it  was  either  a  treaty  or  a  compact 
with  Missouri.  Vattel,  in  his  Law  of  Nations, 
page  192,  section  154,  laid  it  down  as  a  fixed  prin-  : 
ciple,  "  that  public  treaties  can  only  be  made  by 
superior  powers,  by  sovereigns  who  contract  in  the 
name  of  the  State."  It  was  of  the  first  importance 
in  every  State,  that  it  should  be  well  understood 
where  the  power  of  making  treaties  resided.  It 
was  important  to  the  State  itself,  and  doubly  so  as 
related  to  foreign  Governments  with  whom  you  ' 
are  to  treat.  Vattel,  page  193,  section  154.  said, 
"it  is  from  the  fundamental  laws  of  each  State, 
'  that  we  must  learn  where  resides  the  authority  ; 

*  that  is  capableof  contracting  with  validity  in  the  ' 

•  name  of  the  State."     By  the  Constitution,  which  | 
is  the  fundamental  law  of  the  United  States,  in  ' 
article  second,  section  second,  the  power  to  make  I 
treaties  was  given  to  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  and  the  Senate,  and  that  disposition  of  this  ' 
branch  of  the  supreme  power,  by  the  people^  had  i 
the  unequivocal  effect  of  divesting  the  House  of  I 
Representatives  of  this  power ;  not  only  the  House  i 
of  Representatives  was  deprived  of  the  exercise  of  j 
this  power,  but  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  were 
they  of  one  accord,  had  not  the  power  to  propose  I 
or  make  a  treaty  ;  and  the  case  in  favor  of  his  ar-  | 
gumcnt  was  infinitely  stronger,  when  it  was  con-  ' 
sidered  that  the  Senate,  who,  by  the  Constitution, 
was  a  component  part  of  the  treaty-making  power, 
was,  as  to  the  question  under  discussion,  actually 
opposed  to  itssuccess.  Had  the  Constitution  stopped 
here,  it  would  have  been  sufl&cient  for  all  the  pur- 
poses of  the  argument.     The  10th  section  of  the 
1st  article  had,  in  express  terms,  inhibited  a  Stale 
from  "entering  into  any  treaty,  alliance,  or  con- 
federation."    Was  even  a  State  to  make  a  treaty, 
it  would,  upon  principles  that  are  recognised  in 
Vattel,  page  195,  section  161,  ''be  void,  for  want 
of  sufficient  power  to  make  it."    And  yet  a  State 


I 


had  a  constitution  or  fundamental  law.  How 
would  the  argument  bear  gentlemen  out,  when  it 
was  applied  to  a  mere  territory  not  absolutely 
sovereign  within  its  own  lines  and  that  had  not 
any  constitution  or  fundamental  law?  If  Missouri 
had  the  right  to  treat  with  Congress,  it  must  be  in 
pursuance  of  her  sovereignty ;  and  that  same  .sov- 
ereignty would  give  her  the  equal  right  to  treat  with 
any  other  power,  and  which,  if  she  was  to  attempt 
to  do,  he  had  little  doubt  gentlemen  would  then,  if 
not  before,  deny  her  power  to  accomplish.  He 
thought  it  was  sufficiently  elucidated  that  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  much  less  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, had  not  the  power,  in  shape  of  atreaty, 
that  a  Stale  had  not  the  power,  and  that  a  territory, 
possessing  even  less  sovereignty  than  a  State,  had 
it  not. 

Mr.  S.  said,  that  the  next  ground  gentlemen  had 
relied  on  was,  that  this  restriction  might  be  im- 
posed on  Missouri,  by  way  of  compact.     Vattel, 
page  192,  section  152,  laid  it  down  "  that  treaty 
and  compact  are  synonymous  terms,  where  perpe- 
tuity is  the  object."     This  restriction  was  to  be 
fixed,   unalterable,  eternal— no  change  of  time, 
circumstances,  or  condition,  was  to  place  it  in  the 
power  of  the  people  of  Missouri  to  alter  this  fea- 
ture in  their  constitution.     He  defined  a  compact 
to  be  an  agreement,  or  contract  to  do,  or  not  to  do, 
a  particular  thing.     Again,  agreements  were  either 
voluntary  or  involuntary;  if  involuntary  (as  this 
would  be  in  reference  to  the  people  of  Missouri) 
it  was  competent  for  the  party  to  avoid  it  as  early 
as  possible.     If  voluntary,  and  had  for  its  object 
that  which  the  parties  might  lawfully  do,  it  was 
binding — the  acquisition  of  power  by  Congress, 
by  way  of  compact  or  treaty,  beyond  what  the 
people  had  given  them,  was  not  a  lawful  object; 
if  it  were.  Congress  might   progress  in  exacting 
from  States  a  surrender  of  powers  until  they  had 
accumulated  sufficient  strength  to  swallow  up  the 
whole.     And  was  any  one  State  disposed  to  make 
a  surrender  of  any  portion  of  its  powers  or  sover- 
eignty to  the  General  Government?    He  doubled 
very  much  whether,  from  the  evil  tendency  and 
dangerous   example   it  would   furnish,  the  other 
States  would  stand  by  and  see  it  done.    Mr.  S, 
would  put  the  question  to  gentlemen  whether  Con- 
gress could,  by  treaty,  compact,  or  law,  surrender 
any  of  the  powers  given  by  the  Constitution  for 
the  benefit  of  the  whole  ?     Congress  were  but  the 
bankers  of  the  people,  to  the  amount  of  power 
deposited,  and  the  fund  could  only  be  distributed 
in  the  shape  of  laws,  when  the  necessities  of  their 
country,  or  the  good  of  the  people,  required.    The 
deposite  was  so  sacred  that  Congress  could  not 
agree  to  diminish  it  in  any  way  that  should  coun- 
teract the  purposes  for  which  it  was  given.     Con- 
gress could  not  agree  to  relinquish  the  right  to  im- 
pose taxes  on  any  particular  State;  or  the  right  to 
regulate  commerce  in  reference  to  any  one,  or  all 
the  States ;  or  give  any  preference  to  the  ports  of 
one  Stale  over  those  of  any  other  State ;  or  to  give 
to  one  State  more  exemptions  or  a  greater  repre- 
sentation than  her  federal  condition  entitled  her 
to.     If  Congress  could  not  give  powers  to  a  State, 
she  could  not  take  privileges  away.     In  fact,  Con- 
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gress  could  not  relinquish  its  sovereignty  on  any 
of  the  objects  over  which  it  is  made  sovereign  by 
the  Constitution.  By  a  parity  of  reasoning,  a 
State  could  not  surrend«.'r  by  compact  any  portion 
of  the  sovereignly  retained  to  it  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, or  which  it  possessed  by  virtue  of  inherent 
ri|fhts ;  but  if  a  State  could  relinquish  any  portion 
of  its  sovereignty,  it  must  first  be  considered  inde- 
pendent to  enable  it  to  do  so,  and  not  be  in  a  con- 
dition of  territorial  dependence.  •  State  rights  are 
as  fully  secured  by  the  Constitution  as  the  rights 
of  Congress,  or  of  the  General  Government ;  the 
law  of  nations  and  of  nature  operated  alike  on  the 
general  and  State  governments.  Vattel^  in  page 
6,  section  18,  says,  that  "  a  State  or  nation  is 
obliged  to  preserve  itself,  and  has  a  right  to  every 
thing  necessary  for  its  preservation.''  The  sover- 
eignty of  a  State  was  necessary  for  its  happiness 
and  preservation,  and  could  not  lawfully  be  dimin- 
ished by  any  compact.  By  Vattel.,  pa^e  10,  section 
31,  "the  consequences  of  a  good  or  bad  constitu- 

*  tion  being  of  such  importance,  and  the  nation 
'  being  strictly  obliged  to  procure,as  far  as  possible, 
'  the  best  and  most  convenient  one,  it  has  a  right  to 

*  every  thing  necessary  to  enable  it  to  fulfil  this 
'  obligation.  It  is  then  manifest,  that  a  nation  has 
'  an  indisputable  right  to  form,  maintain,  and  per- 
'  feet  its  constitution;  to  regulate, at  pleasure, every 

*  thing  relating  to  its  government,  and  that  no  per- 

*  son  can  have  a  iust  right  to  hinder  it.  Govern- 
'  ment  is  only  established  for  the  sake  of  the  nation, 
'  with  a  view  to  its  safety  and  happiness."  A  State 
was  as  much  bound  by  the  Constitution  and  the 
law  of  nature  to  preserve  its  integrity  and  sover- 
eignty, in  reference  to  the  State,  as  Congress  were 
by  the  Constitution  and  law  of  nature  to  preserve 
the  integrity  and  sovereignty  of  the  nation.  An 
acquisition  or  surrender  of  powers  and  sover- 
eignty, by  either  the  general  or  a  State  govern- 
ment, beyond  what  the  Constitution,  the  law  of 
nations,  and  the  law  of  man  had  pointed  out, 
would  be  unlawful,  and  consequently  void. 

The  confederation  of  the  several  States  was,  in 
fact,  nothing  more  or  less  than  an  alliance,  often- 
sive  and  defensive ;  each  State  was  an  ally  in  re- 
gard to  all  the  other  States.  Mi.ssouri  proposed  to 
become  one  of  the  allies  in  the  Confederation  ;  but 
she  did  not  intend  to  contract  an  unequal  alliance 
that  amounted  to  a  diminution  of  her  sovereignty  ; 
nor  could  she,  constitutionally,  do  so  if  she  would. 
Gentlemen  had  said  that  this  proposition,  if  acceded 
to  by  Missouri,  did  not  amount  to  a  diminution  of 
her  sovereignty;  and  that,  therefore,  she  might 
lawfully  make  the  compact,  and  Congress  might 
lawfully  exact  it.  Sovereignty  in  the  United  States 
was  something  more  than  a  mere  name — it  was  an 
actual  condition  of  a  State.     Vattel,  page  2,  section 

4,  said,  "any  nation  that  governs  itself,  under  what 
form  soever,  without  dependence  on  any  foreign 
power,  is  a  sovereign  State;  its  rights  are  natu- 
rally the  same  as  those  of  any  other  State."    Mr. 

5.  was  well  apprized  that  the  law  of  nations  (Vat- 
^*^  page  2,  section  5)  recognised,  in  certain  cases, 
as  ''sovereign  States,  those  which  had  united  them- 
,  selves  to  another  more  powerful  by  an  unequal 

alliance,  in  which  to  the  more  powerful  is  given 


'  more  honor — to  the  weaker  more  assistance." 
This  was  precisely  the  case  in  question ;  to  the 
General  Government  was  given  more  honor,  and 
even  more  strength — to  the  State  of  Missouri  more 
protection  and  assistance.  A  most  extravagant 
doctrine  had  been  advanced  by  gentlemen,  that 
Congress  had  the  right  to  exact  by  compact  any 
thing,  and  assent  to  any  condition,  provided  the 
State  was  left  in  possession  of  sufficient  sovereign- 
ty to  enable  it  to  regulate  its  own  municipal  con- 
cerns; and  that,  as  the  State  of  Missouri  could 
exist  as  a  State,  shorn  of  this  attribute  of  sove- 
reignty, that  therefore  she  might,  by  compact,  sur- 
render it  to  Congress,  Mr.  S.  denied  the  .soundness, 
even  ia  theory,  of  this  proposition,  but,  in  prac- 
tice, it  was  ot  the  most  dangerous  tendency ;  a 
State  roust  be  always  regarded  as  an  inferior  ally 
in  reference  to  all  the  other  States  in  the  Confed- 
eracy. The  argument  that  gentlemen  drew  from 
the  power  Congress  had  to  exact  tribute,  by  way 
of  taxes  from  the  States,  went  but  very  little  to 
support  the  proposition,  that  Congress  had  the 
power  to  contract  for  any  portion  of  tMe  sove- 
reignty of  a  State.  The  payment  of  tribute,  or 
taxes,  was  no  evidence  of  the  diminution  of  the 
sovereignly  of  a  State;  that  was  a  matter  to  which 
a  State  might  consent,  and  still  retain  all  its  essen- 
tial independence.  Vattel,  page  2,  section  7,  said, 
"  For,  though  the  payment  of  tribute  to  a  foreign 

*  Power  does,  in  some  degree,  diminish  the  dignity 
'  of  those  States,  from  its  being  a  confession  of 

*  their  weakness,  yet  it  suffers  their  sovereignty  to 
'  subsist  entire."     And  in  page  2,  section  6,  "  that 

*  a  weak  State  might,  in  order  to  provide  for  its 
'  safety,  place  itself  under  the  protection  of  a  more 
'powerful  one,  and,  in  return,  agree  to  perform 
'  several  officios  equivalent  to  that  protection,  with- 
'  out  divesting  itself  of  the  right  of  government 
'  and  sovereignty." 

The  conditions  of  these  alliances  might  be  infi- 
nitely varied ;  but  Vattel,  page  2,  section  5,  had 
shown  "that  whatever  they  are,  provided  the  infe- 
'  rior  ally  reserved  to  itself  the  sovereignty,  or  the 
'  right  01  governing  its  own  body,  it  ought  to  be 
'  considered  as  an  independent  State."  Gentlemen, 
however,  still  unconverted  to  the  great  and  essen- 
tial trutn  in  relation  to  States,  that  they  cannot, 
by  treaty  or  compact,  constitutionally  surrender 
any  portion  of  their  s^overeignty,  had,  with  an  air 
of  triumph,  asked,  where  was  the  line  to  which 
they  mignt  go  without  trenching  on  the  independ- 
ence and  sovereignty  of  the  Slate?  Mr.  S.  would 
answer,  from  the  laws  of  nations.  Vattel,  p.  202, 
sect.  175,  declared,  that  "  the  sovereignty  subsists 

*  entire  and  unimpaired,  where  none  of  its  constit- 
'  uent  rights  are  transferred  to  the  superior  ally,  or 

*  rendered,  as  to  the  exertion  of  them,  dependent 
'  on  his  will.  But  the  sovereignty  is  impaired 
'  when  any  of  its  rights  are  ceded  to  an  ally,  or 
'  even  if  the  use  of  them  be  merely  rendered  de- 

*  pendent  on  the  will  of  that  allv." 

The  connexion  of  master  and  servant  was  a  do- 
mestic relation  ;  ihe  intercourse  between  them  was, 
in  all  the  States,  matter  of  municipal  law ;  it  had 
been  always  considered  as  depending  on  the  con- 
stitutions and  laws  of  the  several  States,  and  not 
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the  subject  of  foreign  control.  The  relations  ex- 
isted in  other  States,  were  controlled  by  their  own 
institutions,  without  Congressional  interference; 
it  was  their  constitutional,  nay,  one  of  their  con- 
stituent rights,  to  regulate  this  connexion.  Con- 
gress, in  iLis  particiuar,  were  making  an  effort  to 
prohibit  the  existence  of  this  relation  in  Missouri ; 
they  were  exerting  themselves  to  render  the  exer- 
cise of  this  sovereign,  constitutional,  and  constitu- 
ent right,  dependent  on  their  will ;  and  yet  gentle- 
men argue  that  this  is  not  a  compact  that  will 
diminish  the  sovereignly  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  S.  was  aware  that  there  were  cases  of  abso- 
lute necessitv,  and  then  it  was  not  to  be  imputed 
as  a  crime,  (Vattel,  pa^e  303,  sect.  176,)  under  the 
pressure  of  which  "  a  Slate  would  have  a  right  to 
'  place  herself  in  absolute  subjection,  and  renounce 
'  ner  sovereignty  if  she  found  such  measures  ne- 
'  cessary  for  her  preservation ;  by  a  much  stronger 

*  reason  she  has  a  right,  under  the  same  necessity. 
'  to  abandon  her  allies;  but  a  generous  people  wul 

*  exhaust  every  resource  before  they  submit  to  terms 
'  so  severe  and  humiliating."  The  consequence 
of  acting  in  conformity  to  this  necessity  would  be, 
"  that  all  former  engagements  would  fall  to  the 
ground,  together  with  the  power  that  had  con- 
cluded them."  (Vattel,  page  3,  sect.  176.)  Such 
would  be  the  case  in  regard  to  Missouri :  was  she 
to  accept  conditions  that  rendered  her  absolutely 
dependent  on  the  will  of  the  General  Government, 
all  her  former  and  present  engagements  would 
cease  to  be  binding,  because  the  sovereignly  that 
made  them  so  had  ceased  to  exist. 

Some  gentlemen,  thinking  the  ground  taken  by 
their  coadjutors  was  too  broad,  nad  narrowed  it 
down  to  this:  that  Congress  had  a  right  to  con- 
tract for  the  surrender  of  any  portion  of  the  sove- 
reignty of  the  State  of  Missouri,  provided  that 
sucn  right  did  not  deprive  her  of,  or  encroach  on, 
her  federal  rights.  One  moment's  examination  of 
this  branch  ol  the  question  would  put  it  forever  at 
rest.  All  had  agreed  that,  if  the  exposition  went 
to  deprive  her  of  a  federal  right,  that  the  requisi- 
tion could  not  be  made.  Under  the  Constitution 
of  the'  United  States,  second  section,  "  Representa- 
'  lives  and  direct  taxation  shall  be  apportioned 

*  among  the  .several  States  which  may  be  included 
'  within  the  Union,  according  to  their  respective 
'  numbers,  which  shall  be  determined  by  adding  to 
'  the  whole  number  of  free  persons,  including  those 
'  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years,  and,  exclud- 
'  ing  Indians  not  taxed,  three-fifths  of  any  other 
'  persons."  He  desired  it  to  be  remembered,  that 
all  gentlemen  had  agreed  that  Mi.ssouri  could  not 
be  deprived  of  a  federal  right :  now,  among  many 
other  federal  rights,  was  that  of  representation  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  according  to 
numbers,  to  be  calculated  in  pursuance  of  the  arti- 
cle of  the  Constitution  before  alluded  to.  Five 
negroes,  then,  were  equal  to  three  whites  in  that 
enumeration,  on  which  representation  was  found- 
ed. By  the  restriction  in  question,  then.  Congress 
undertook  to  deprive  Missouri  of  the  means  of  ac- 
quiring a  federal  right;  thus  doing  indirectly  what 
all  agreed  could  not  be  directly  done.  Mr.  S. 
could  see  no  substantial  difference  between  depriv- 


ing Missouri  of  a  federal  right,  or  the  means  of 
acquiring  a  federal  right.  They  were,  both  the 
right  and  the  means  ol  acquiring  the  right,  as  re- 
garded Missouri,  vested  rights  under  the  Coosti- 
tution,  and  by  no  treaty,  compact,  or  law,  could 
she  be  constitutionally  deprived  of  either :  and 
was  Missouri  to  contract  for  this  surrender,  it 
would  make  the  alliance,  as  regards  her  and  the 
other  Slates  in  the  Union,  in  reference  to  the  whole 
Union,  unequal,  unlawful,  and  consequently  void  ; 
and  what  would  be  void,  if  done,  it  was  not  com- 
petent for  the  parlies  to  do.  It  was  laid  down  by 
Vattel,  (page  203,  sec.  177,)  "that  every  State 
'  ought  to  be  jealous  of  her  glory,  careful  of  main- 
'  taining  her  dignity,  and  preserving  her  indepen- 
'  dence,  and  nothing  short  of  the  last  extremity, 
'  or  motives  the  most  weighty  and  substantial, 
'  ought  ever  to  induce  a  people  to  contract  an  une 
'  qual  alliance.  This  observation  is  particularly 
'  meant  to  apply  to  treaties,  (or  compacts.)  when 
'  the  inequality  prevails  on  the  side  of  the  weaker 
'  ally,  and  still  more  particularly  to  those  unequal 
'  alliances  that  degrade  the  sovereignty.  Men  of 
'  courage  and  spirit  will  accept  such  treaties  (or 
'  compacts)  from  no  other  hands  but  those  of  irope- 
'  rious  necessity."  The  restriction  in  question 
would  degrade  the  sovereignly,  because  it  would 
diminish  the  Slate  independence,  and  deprive  Mis- 
souri of  the  means  of  acquiring  federal  rights ; 
and  in  the  .*;ame  proportion  that  the  sovereignly  of 
Missouri  would  be  diminished,  and  the  exercise 
of  any  of  her  constituent  rights  rendered  de- 
pendent on  the  will  of  Congress — in  that  exact 
proportion  would  the  powers  of  Congress  be  in- 
creased beyond  those  given  by  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution. Mr.  S.  hoped  that  it  was  sufficiently 
clear  that  Congress,  neither  by  treaty  nor  compact 
could  increase  or  diminish  their  powers ;  nor  was 
it  comnetent  for  a  State,  by  treaty  or  compact,  to 
surrender  any  portion  of  its  sovereignty.  It  next 
remained  to  inquire,  whether  Congress  could,  by 
an  ordinary  act  of  legislation,  accomplish  the  ob- 
ject ?  And  this  depended  on  the  powers  given  in 
the  Constitution. 

The  very  act  of  exacting  this  restriction  as  trea- 
ty, or  compact,  and  which  required  the  assent  of 
Missouri,  showed  that  it  was  a  portion  of  the 
sovereignty  of  the  State,  that  you  cannot  take 
away  without  their  consent.  The  Constitution  of 
the  United  Slates  sets  out  with  this  principle — 
"that  all  legislative  powers  herein  granted  (not 
inferred)  shall  be  vested  in  a  Congress  of  the 
United  States."  But,  even  was  the  Constitution 
silent  as  to  the  disposition  of  powers  between  the 
General  and  State  Governments,  a  knowledge  of 
the  history  how  the  Constitution  was  formed, 
would  give  a  strong  answer  against  the  assump- 
tion of  the  authority  now  contended  for.  The 
framers  of  the  Constitution  were  jealous  of  Stale 
rights,  and  therefore  left  nothing  to  be  inferred, 
against  which  they  could  possibly  provide.  The 
powers  of  ihe  General  Government  were  the  dele- 
gated powers,  and  not  the  powers  of  the  Stales,  or 
the  rights  of  the  people  derived  from  the  Federal 
Government.  All  right  and  authority  was  inhe- 
rent in  the  people ;  they  alone  were  supreme ;  they 
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surrendered  a  portion  of  their  natural  and  inherent 
rights  to  the  State  authorities,  and  a  portion  of  the 
Federal  Government ;  and  the  grant  by  them 
made  was  to  be  construed  only  for  their  benefit, 
and  in  the  advancement  and  protection  of  their 
other  rights.  Congress  had  no  powers  but  those 
expressly  given,  or  those  inferrible,  as  being  abso- 
lutely necessary  and  proper  to  enable  them  to  car- 
ry those  given  into  effect.  The  nmth  and  tenth 
articles  of  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution 
settled  this  question:  the  first  of  which  provided, 
that  "  the  enumeration  in  the  Constitution  of  cer- 
tain rights  shall  not  be  construed  to  deny  or  dis- 
parage others  retained  by  the  people."  And  the 
second  declared,  that  "  the  powers  not  delegated 
to  the  United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  pro- 
hibited by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the 
States,  respectively,  or  to  the  people."  When, 
therefore,  Congress  were  about  to  exercise  an  au- 
thority, it  was  to  the  enumerated  powers  in  the 
Constitution  that  tjiey  were  to  look  for  the  right: 
if  not  found  theref'it  did  not  exist ;  for  all  other 
than  those  were  inherent  in,  and  expressly  reserved 
to,  the  States,  and  to  the  people. 

Mr.  S.  would  not  delay  the  House  by  attemptin'' 
a  history  of  the  causes  and  formation  of  the  Con"^ 
stitution.  It  was  well  known  to  have  been  a  mat- 
ter of  compromise  between  free,  sovereign,  and  in- 
dependent States;  most  of  whom,  at  the  time  of 
its  adoption,  held  more  or  less  slaves ;  nor  was  it 
reasonable  to  suppose,  that  it  was  within  the  pur- 
view or  meaning  of  the  makers,  that,  at  any  sub- 
sequent period,  it  should  be  left  to  the  discretion  of 
either  party  that  might  become  dominant,  to  impose 
slaves  on  those  who  had  them  not,  contrary  to  their 
wishes — or  to  deprive  others  who  had  them,  or 
who  entertained  a  wish  to  acquire  that  description 
of  property,  of  the  discretion  to  do  so.  Mr.  S.  not 
only  denied  the  power  of  Congress  to  prohibit  the 
citizens  of  any  State  from  enjoying  the  advantages 
resulting  from  the  immediate  use  of  slaves,  but^'he 
would,  also,  repel  their  pretensions  to  legislate  in 
relation  to  the  increase.  Societies,  constitutions, 
and  laws,  were  as  much  formed  to  secure  the  fa- 
culties and  produce  of  property,  as  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  immediate  object  of  properly  itself 
Let  the  legislators  destroy  this  principle,  and  occu- 
pancy alone,  as  in  olden  times,  would  be  the  only 
remaining  evidence  of  property  and  of  right. 

The  powers  given  to  Congress  by  the  Constitu- 
tion were  few,  expre.«?s,  limited,  positive,  and  de- 
fined ;  the  majority  of  them  were  to  be  found  in 
the  8th  section  of  that  instrument,  and  consisted 
in  the  authority  to  levy  taxes,  borrow  money,  and 
regulate  commerce;  establish  an  uniform  system 
of  bankruptcy  ;  to  regulate  the  coin,  punish  coun- 
terfeiting, establish  post  offices  and  post  roads, 
constitute  courts,  declare  war,  raise  armies,  main- 
tain a  navy,  call  forth  the  militia,  organize  and 
regulate  them  ;  to  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  over 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  their  forts,  ma^a- 
^'S^u^u^"^*""'  ^ock-yards,  and  to  make  all  laws 
^ich  should  be  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into 
effect  the  enumerated  powers.  Mr.  S.  could  not 
discover  that  the  authority  to  impme  restrictions 
on  States  could  be  derived  from  any  latitude  of 
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construction  growing  out  of  this  section.  But,  the 
powers  of  Congress  were  not  only  enumerated  and 
expressed  in  the  Con.stitution ;  the  10th  section 
was  equally  explicit  in  declaring  of  what  attributes 
of  sovereignty  the  States  should  be  deprived;  no 
State  was  to  enter  into  any  treaty  of  alliance, 
grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  coin  money, 
emit  bills  of  credit,  make  any  thing  but  gold  and 
silver  a  tender,  pass  any  bill  of  attainder,  ex  post 
facto  law,  impair  contracts,  or  grant  titles  of  nobil- 
ity ;  nor,  without  consent  of  Congress,  lay  imposts  or 
duties  on  imports  or  exports,  lay  any  duty  on  ton- 
nage, keep  troops  or  ships  of  war  in  time  of  peace, 
or  make  anv  agreement  with  any  foreign  Power, 
or  even  with  a  sister  State,  or  engage  in  war,  un- 
less actually  invaded.  The  States,  then,  were  di- 
vested by  the  Constitution  of  no  portion  of  sov- 
ereignty but  those  actually  named  and  voluntarily 
surrendered  ;  all  other  powers,  and  the  residue  of 
sovereignty,  were  inherent  in,  and  expressly  re- 
served to,  the  States  and  the  people. 

It  was  said,  that,  .since  the  ye^r  1808,  Congress^ 
had  power  to  prohibit  the  migration  or  importa- 
tion of  such  persons  as  the  States  existing  at  the 
time  of  forming  the  Constitution  thought  proper 
to  admit;  and  that,  under  the  powers  given  in  that 
clause  ofthe  Constitution,  Congress  might  prohibit 
the  removal  of  slaves  to  Missouri,  both  as  a  terri- 
tory and  a  State, and  impose  the  restriction.     The 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  not  only  admit- 
ted and  permitted,  but  was  partly  based  on  domes- 
tic slavery  ;  yet  gentlemen  said  it  was  contrary  to 
the  principles  and  genius  of  the  American  Gov- 
ernment—although the  Constitution   in  but   few 
instances  recognised  them  to  be  free  moral  agents, 
but  acknowledged  them   to  be  properly,  and   not 
freemen,  and  guarantied  to  the  master  an  owner- 
ship which  his  fellow-citizen,  living  in  another 
State,  and  holding  different  principles,  could  not 
legislate  from  him.     The  2d  section  ofthe  4th  ar- 
ticle ofthe  Constitution  provided  that  "  no  person 
'  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State  under  the 
'  laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall,  in  con- 
'  sequence  of  any  law  or  legislation  therein,  be  dis- 
'  charged  from  such  service  or  labor,  but  shall  be 
'  delivered  up  on  claim  ofthe  partv  to  whom  such 
'  service  or  labor  may  be  due."     A  sister  and  sov- 
ereign State  could  not  emancipate  slaves  fleeing 
to  its  jurisdiction  ;  could   Congress,  then,  do  that 
which  the  Constitution   had  said  should  not  be 
done  by  the  independent  sovereignty  to  which  the 
fugitive  fled?     The  framers  of  the  Constitution 
never  thought  that  Congress  had  the  authority  to 
prohibit  the  removal  of  slaves  to  any  State;  or 
that  they  would  pretend  to  the  still  more  alarming 
power  of  legislating  the  emancipation  of  slaves 
that  were  lawfully  in,  or  might  flee  to  any  State. 
It  was  considered  as  an  incident  of  sovereignty,  as 
a  matter  of  State  right  and  of  municipal  legisla- 
tion.    The  only  danger  was,  that  the  States  would 
exercise  it  to  the  prejudice  of  each  other  ;  against 
that  state  of  things  the  Constitution  had  guarded, 
and  deprived  the  respective  States  of  the  exercise 
of  that  power  which  they  had  without  such  pro- 
hibition.    To  make  the  argument  more  plain,  he 
would  state  a  case :    Could  Congress   pass  a  law 


operating  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves  in  Ken- 
tucky, or  of  their  increase?     Or,  could  Congress 
pass  a  law  declaring  that  if  a  citizen  of  Kentucky 
removed   to  Ohio  with  his  slaves,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  such  removal,  his  slaves  should  be  free? 
Or,  would  it  not  depend  on  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  Ohio  ?    If,  then.  Congress  could  not  pass 
a  law  emancipating  the  slaves  in  a  State,  or  pass 
a  law  declaring  that  their  emancipation  should  be 
the  consequence  of  removing  them  from  one  State 
to  another  State;  it  was  not  within  the  scope  of 
his  faculties  to  discover  how  the  restriction  was 
authorized  by  this  clause  of  the  Constitution.     But 
let  it,  for  argument  only,  be  granted,  that  Congress 
had  the  power  to  prohibit  the  migration  of  slaves 
from  anv  other  State  to  Missouri,  how  far  would 
that  authority  give  to  Congress  the  right  to  legis- 
late in  reference  to  the  slaves,  and  the  children  of 
slaves,  that  were  now  in  Missouri  ?     The  power 
to  prohibit  the  migration  had  reference  alone  to 
the  State  where  the  slaves  were,  and  not  to  Mis- 
souri.    A  general  law,  then,  would  be  most  proper, 
declaring  that  no  slave  should  be  removed  from 
one  State  to  another ;  and  that  would  be  a  ques- 
tion of  restriction  for  the  slaveholding  States  to 
submit  to,  and  not  the  question  of  restriction  in  re- 
gard to  Missouri.     The  term  miration  indicated 
an  exercise  of  free  will,  the  exercise  of  which  was 
not  to  be  attributed  to  slaves;  and  he  believed  the 
real  meaning  of  that  portion  of  the  Constitution 
was  to  authorize  Congress  to  prohibit,  after  1808, 
that  great  influx  ofthe  rabble  of  foreign  countries, 
who,  migrating  to  the  United  States  encumbered 
with  their  passions  and  prejudices,  miffht,  in  the 
end,  endanger  the   Constitution  and  the  Union. 
The  term  importation  all  understood  as  solely  in- 
tended to  provide  against  the  further  introduction, 
from  abroad,  of  the  unhappy  sons  and  daughters 
of  Africa,  and  not  to  j^ive  to  Congress  the  power 
to  regulate  the  distribution  of  those  that  were  here. 
The  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the 
Constitution  provided  that  "  the  citizens  of  each 
State  should  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and 
imniunities  of  citizens  of  the  several  States."    The 
obvious  naeaning  of  this  clause  was,  that  the  rights 
of  the  citizens  in  one  State  should  be  equal  to  the 
rights  of  the  citizens  of  any  other  State,  and  that, 
so  far  as  the  citizens  of  one  State  had  the  right  to 
regulate  their  matters  of  internal  policy,  so  far 
should  the  citizens  of  any  other  State  have  the 
same  rights,  privilcjges,  and  immunities — not  only 
the  rights  of  the  citizens,  individually,  but  their 
rights   taken   collectively  as    States,  were   to   be 
equal  in  all  respects  whatsoever.     For  example,  if 
the  people  of  the  State  of  New  York  had  the  ex- 
clusive power  to  make  their  own  constitution  and 
laws,  and  to  provide  that  slaves  should,  or  should 
not  be  introduced,  so  the  State  of  Missouri,  to  be 
equal  in  power  to  the  State  of  New  York,  must 
possess  the  same  sovereign  authority. 

The  second  clause  of  the  third  section  of  the 
fourth  article  provided  that  "  Congress  shall  have 
'  power  to  dispoj«e  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules 
•  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  or  other 
[  *  property  of  the  United  States."  The  whole  con- 
text of  this  article  showed  that  it  was  as  property, 


and  not  otherwise,  that  Congress  were  to  make 
rules  and  regulations.     Certainly  the  boldest  ad- 
vocate for  restriction  would  not  contend  that  Con- 
gress had  any  property  in  the  persons  of  the  citizens 
of  Missouri,  because  they  were  circumstantially 
connected  with  a  Territory  over  which  they  had 
a  limited  control.     Surely  gentlemen  would  not 
undertake  to  advance  the  doctrine  that  Congress 
had  any  property  in  the  confirmed  lands  of  indi- 
viduals, or  m  the  lands  purchased  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  patented  to  the  purchaser,  and  still  less 
had  Congress  any  property  in  the  rights  of  the 
people.     And  if  Congress  even  had  the  power  con- 
tended for,  while  they  owned  the  land,  it  would 
surely  cease  to  exist  so  soon  as  they  parted  with 
the  soil.     The  sovereignty  of  Congress  over  the 
territory,  as  the  lords  paramount,  was  but  tempo- 
rary, and  could  only  endure  so  long  as  they  re- 
tained the  soil ;  when  that  was  disposed  of,  their 
sovereignty  ceased  also.     Yet,  by  virtue  of  this 
brief  and  temporary  authority,  limited  in  its  ex- 
tent, and   short  in   its  duration.  Congress  were 
about  to  fix  on  Missouri  a  never-ending  condition, 
that  was  to  continue  long  after  the  authority  on 
which  it  rested  for  existence,  had  passed  away. 
If,  in  consequence  of  owning  the  land,  Congress 
possessed    that    description    of   sovereignty   that 
would  authorize  them  to  legislate  in  regard  to  the 
property  of  the  citizens  of  a  Territory  or  a  State, 
or  to  dictate  what  kind  of  property  the  citizens 
should  introduce  and  hold,  then  mignt  they  at  this 
day  undertake  to  regulate  the  affairs  of  the  States 
of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
and  Alabama;  and  their  right  to  impose  restric- 
tions on  each  of  them,  similar  to  that  contempla- 
ted in  regard  to  Missouri,  would  be   equally  as 
unquestionable.     The  whole  amount  of  the  autho- 
rity Congress  could  claim  under  this  clause  of  the 
Constitution,  was,  to  make  rules  and  regulations 
for   the  surveying  and   disposing  of  the   public 
lands,  to  regulate  the  quantities  in  which  it  should 
be  sold,  the  price,  and  the  credit.    But  this  power 
was  limited  in  its  operation  to  the  property  alone, 
and  by  no  construction  could  be  extended  to  the 
rights  of  the  citizens  inhabiting  the  Territory, 
Congress  had  no  power  over  the  right  or  property 
ofthe  citizen,  but,  in  certain  cases,  to  levy  taxes; 
and  this  authority  was  one  of  those  expressly  con- 
ferred  by  the  Constitution,   and  was  not  alone 
supported  by  inference. 

Mr.  S.  would  now  take  a  short  view  of  the  gen- 
tlemen's Gibraltar,  behind  which  they  had  en- 
trei>ched  themselves,  and  thought  they  were  secure 
and  invulnerable.  The  third  section  of  the  fourth 
article  provided  that  "new  States  may  be  admit- 
ted by  the  Congress  into  this  Union."  But,  he 
contended  that  they  were  to  be  admitted  on  equal 
terms,  and  to  be  equal  after  admission.  When 
Congress  now  used  the  term  State,  it  was  to  be 
understood  as  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  un- 
derstood it;  they  meant  a  body  oolitic,  precisely 
similar  in  all  respects  to  those  that  then  formed 
the  Confederacy,  and  were  about  to  adopt  the 
Constitution,  and  become  parties  in  the  Govern- 
ment. The  term  State  had  a  precise,  and,  if  gen- 
tlemen pleased,  a  technical  meaning:  Its  attributes 
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were  freedom,  sovereignty,  and  independence.  By 
the  principles  of  our  Grovernment,  as  recognised 
by  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence, 
there  were  no  parties  but  those  determining  to  be 
free,  concerned  or  consulted  in  making  that  decla- 
ration. The  exercise  of  the  free  will  was  the  only 
act  necessary  to  achieve  the  moral  independence 
of  any  people.  Such  had  been  the  fact,  m  regard 
to  the  United  States;  and,  in  point  of  principle, 
such  was  still  the  case.  If  a  new  State  only  be- 
come independent  by  the  act  of  admission,  and 
was  not  free  by  virtue  of  inherent  right  before 
admission,  then  he  inquired,  when  the  old  thirteen 
United  States  had  become  free?  Was  it  by  the 
treaty  of  peace  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-three?  No;  for  the  first  article  of  the 
treaty  only  acknowledged  a  condition  that  antece- 
dently existed,  and  of  which  the  conduct  and  decla- 
rations of  Great  Britain  only  furnished  the  mo- 
tive, not  the  right,  for  the  right  was  from  above. 
Was  it  by  the  formation  and  adoption  of  the 
Federal  Constitution?  No;  for  that  Constitution 
was  the  act  of  their  own  free  will,  which  of  itself 
pre-supposed  independence  as  being  essential  and 
necessary  to  make  the  instrument  binding.  Ame- 
ricans dated  their  freedom  from  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  of  the  4th  of  July,  1776.  It  was 
then  clt-ar  that,  to  be  free,  sovereign,  and  indepen- 
dent, as  a  Stale,  it  was  only  necessary  to  will  and 
to  declare  so.  To  maintain  that  independence 
required  physical  force,  and  was  another  question 
into  which  he  would  not  now  inquire. 

Mr.  S.  said  that,  as  a  territory,  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  was  but  relative  to  Missouri  ; 
it  was  only  on  becominga  State  thatshe  would  incur 
all  tne  duties,  and  partake  of  the  full  advantages, 
of  the  Constitution.  No  pow«r  could  extend  the 
Federal  Constitution  over  Missouri  as  a  Slate  ;  it 
required  her  assent  to  be  freely  given;  she  must 
ratify  and  accept  of  it  before  it  was  her  constitu- 
tion. All  its  force  and  binding  efficacy  were  de- 
rived from  her  voluntary  act ;  and  yet  gentlemen 
undertake  to  impose  a  restriction  on  Missouri; 
growing,  as  they  say,  out  of  the  powers  contained 
in  the  Constitution,  when  that  same  Constitution 
was  not  applicable  to  the  territorial  condition  of 
the  country  ;  nor  was  she  any  party  to  the  instru- 
ment until  she  became  a  Slate,  and  assented  to  its 
provisions.  To  admit  a  new  State  was  not  solely 
the  act  of  Congress — it  was  a  compact  between 
the  new  and  the  old  States.  The  General  Gov- 
ernment was  confederated,  formed  by  compact  be- 
tween separate  and  independent  States  ;  the  parts 
of  which  were,  or  ought  to  be,  all  equal.  Missouri, 
as  a  new  State,  had  the  right  to  join  the  compact 
upon  the  same  terms  that  others  had  done,  sur- 
rendering only  the  same  proportion  of  her  inherent 
and  political  liberties.  To  make  the  election  to 
join  the  compact,  she  must  be  considered  as  free 
and  independent ;  for  if,  at  the  moment  of  admis- 
sion, she  was  dependent,  then  the  compact  would 
not  be  binding  on  her.  It  was  very  doubtful 
whether  Congress  could  give  the  rights  of  a  State 
to  a  dependency ;  but  he  was  quite  sure  that  Con- 
gress could  not  make  the  dependency  incur  the 
duties  of  a  State,  because  they  depended  on  free  | 


assent,  which  an  independent  people  alone  could 
give.      The  fourth  section  of  the  fourth  article 
provided,  that  "  the  United  Slates  shall  guaranty 
'  to  every  Stale  in  this  Union  a  republican  form 
'  of  government,  and  shall  protect  each  of  them 
'  a^inst  invasion  ;  and  on  application  of  the  Le- 
'  gislature,  or  of  the  Executive,  (when  the  Let^isla- 
'  lure  cannot  be  convened,)  against  domestic  vi- 
'  olence."     So  sacred  was  the  soil  and  rights  of 
freemen,  that  the  Congress  could  not,  without  vi- 
olating the  Constitution,  enter  the  confines  of  a 
State,  even  to  protect  them  against  domestic  vi- 
olence, without  a  call  from  the  constituted  au- 
thorities ;  yet  Congress  were  about  to  break  on  the 
lines  of  the  sovereignty  of  Missouri,  trample  down 
the  rights  of  the  citizens,  and  inhibit  the  introduc- 
tion or  use  of  property  acknowledged  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  land  to  belong  to  its  citizens.    Con- 
gress was  to  "  guaranty  to  every  Stale  in  this 
Union  a  republican  form  of  government."     Inde- 
pendence as  a  Slate,  and  incorporation  into  the 
Union,  were  two  distinct  things  :  the  first  was  in- 
herent ;  the  second    required  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress ;  in  giving  which  assent  Congress  were  then 
"  to  guaranty  a  republican  form  of  government." 
This  was  not  one  of  the  powers,  but  one  of  the 
duties  of  Congress,  and  the  mistake  of  this  duty 
for  a  right  or  power  had  produced  all  this  absurd 
construction  of  the  Constitution.   "  Congress  may 
admit  new  Slates  into  this  Union."     This  clause 
spoke  volumes  on  the  subject.     "  This  Union " 
meant  the  Union  then  formed,  and  "  the  Slate" 
was  to  be  such  a  State  as  was  then  entering  into 
the  Union.     If  Missouri  was  admitted  under  re- 
strictions and  conditions  that  did  not  exist  in  rela- 
tion to  any  of  the  Slates  then  existing,  it  was  not 
"into   the   Union"  that  Missouri   was  admitted, 
but  into  a  new  union.     If  Missouri  was  compelled 
to  surrender  more  of  her  privileges,  or  a  greater 
portion  of  her  sovereignty,  to  obtain   admission 
into  the  Union,  than  other  States  had  done,  then 
by  precisely  so  much  more  of  her  privileges  and 
sovereignly  as  she  had  to  surrender  to  obtain  ad- 
mission, just  so  much  the  more  did  she  pay  for 
her  admission;  and  then  it  was  not  into   "this 
Union"  she  was  incorporated,  but  into  another 
Union,  formed  by  special  compact  in  that  partic- 
ular case.     And  thus  every  State  that  was  admit-r 
ted  might  be  required  to  submit  to  some  extraor- 
dinary condition,  until  the  original  principles  of 
the  Constitution  were  entirely  lost,  and  it  would 
become  a  matter  of  contract,  in  which  each  party 
would  make  the  best  bargain  they  could,  and  "this 
Union"  would  be  no  longer  "this  Union,"  nor 
would  the  term  State  be  any  longer  intelligible, 
because  it  would  give  you  no  idea  of  what  were 
its  powers,  its  privileges,  or  its  attributes.     This 
argument  might  be  further  illustrated  by  that  por- 
tion of  the  Constitution  that  gave  Congress  pow- 
er "to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization." 
Congress  were  not  obliged  to  exercise  the  power 
at  all;  but,  if  they  did  exercise  it,  they  must  make 
the  rule  uniform.     So  they  were  not  obliged  to 
admit  a  State;  but,  if  they  did  admit  a  State,  it 
must   be  on   uniform  principles;  for  example — 
Congress  could  not  say  that  the  subjects  of  France 
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should  remain  in  a  state  of  probation  ten  years 
before  the^  could  become  ciuzens,  and  that  the 
subjects  ot  Great  Britain  should  only  remain  five 
years  in  suspension,  because  this  would  not  be 
uniform,  and  would  be  making  one  applicant  pay 
a  greater  price  for  the  privileges  of  citizenship 

than  another.    Just  so  in  regard   to  Missouri if 

admitted,  no  greater  price  was  to  be  exacted  from 
her,  in  becoming  a  Stale,  and  entering  into  the 
Union,  than  had  been  paid  by  any  other  State 
heretofore  admitted.     And  the  parallel  might  be 
carried  further;  Congress  could  not  say  that  the 
foreigner  should  become  a  citizen,  but  that,  after 
he  had  become  a  citizen,  he  should  not  hold  land, 
or  any  other  description  of  property,  because  that 
would  be  a  condition  that  would  defeat  the  grant, 
and  a  restriction   inconsistent  with   citizenship; 
which,   when   acquired,   placed   him,   in   all  re- 
spects, on  the  footing  of  a  natural-born  citizen. 
And  90  in   regard  to  Missouri ;  Congress  might 
absolutely  refuse  her  admission  ;  but,  if  they  choose 
to  admit,  they  could  impose  no  restriction,  incon- 
sistent with  her  condition  as  a  Stale.     Other  ar- 
guments and  parallels  might  be  shown,  but  he 
would  rest  this  branch  of  the  subject  here. 

Gentlemen,  still  doubting  their  authority  to  im- 
pose this  restriction,  as  derived  from  the  Consti- 
tution alone,  had  resorted  to  precedent  to  bear 
them  out.     Mr.  S.  would  also  refer  to  those  prece- 
dents, and  show  that  a  large  majority  of  them 
were  in  favor  of  Missouri,  and  the  residue,  if  pre- 
cedent at  all,  could  not  be  so  construed  in  refer- 
ence to  Missouri,  because  they  were  not  even  anal- 
ogous.    In  the  act  of  the  Virginia  Legislature,  of 
1788,  giving  their  as.^nt  to  the  creation  of  a  new 
Slate  in  the  district  of  Kentucky,  there  was  no 
condition.     In  the  act  of  Congress,  of  1791,  ad- 
miiiing^  Kentucky  into  the  Union  as  a  new  and 
entire  State,  there  was  no  condition  imposed  what- 
ever.    The  next  State  admitted  was  Vermont,  in 
1791  ;  when  Congress  admitted  her  as  a  new  and 
entire  Slate  into  the  Union,  no  restriction  or  condi- 
tjon  was  even  hinted  at  in  the  act  of  admission.    In 
the  deed  of  cession  from  North  Carolina,  of  1790, 
tor  that  -portion  of  territory  which  now  formed  the 
Stale  of  Tennessee,  an  express  exception  was  made 
m  relation  to  slaves,  and  Congress  were  prohibited 
froin  making  any  regulations  that  would  tend  to 
their  emancipation.     And  when,  in  179(3,  Tennes- 
see became  a  Stale,  she  was  admitted  by  Congress 
into  the  Union,  without  a  condition  or  limitation 
oiual  in  all  respects  whatever,  as  one  of  the  United 
States      When    in  1802,  Georgia  ceded  to  the 
United  blales  that  portion  of  territory  which  now  ' 
composed  the  Slates  of  Mississippi  and  Alabama, 
she  had  forecast  enough  to  inhibit  tlw  application 
of  the  ordinance  of  1787  to  that  country  ;  nor  was 
there  m  the  act  of  1817,  authorizing  the  people  of 
Mississippi  to  form  a  constitution  and  Slate  gov- 
ernment, or  in  the  resolution  admitting  her  into  the 
Union,  any  condition  similar  to  the  restriction  in 
question.     And  in  the  act  of  1819,giving  the  peo- 
ple ot  Alabama  power  to  form  their  constitution 
and  organize  their  State,  as  also  in  the  resolution 
for   their  admission,  research   might  in  vain  be 
made  for  any  conditions.    Of  the  State  of  Louis 
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lana  he  would  speak  hereafter,  and  would  now 
turn  his  attention  to  the  great  and  binding  prece- 
dents derived  from  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  as 
predicated  on  the  ordinance  of  1787.    The  deed 
of  cession  from  Virginia,  of  1784,  was  simply  a 
transfer  of  the  soil  and  sovereignly,  and  did  not 
contain  any  stipulation  either  lor  or  against  the 
introduction  of  slaves.     Virginia  had  not  been  so 
provident  in  reference  to  the  future  settlements  in 
the  Northwest  Territory,  as  North  Carolina  and 
Georgia  subsequently  were,  because  they  had  the 
ordinance  of  1787  before  them,  and  Virginia  could 
not  have  anticipated  a  regulation  of  the  character 
of  that  ordinance.      When  Congress  passed  the 
ordinance  of  1787,  the  fifth  article  contravened  the 
provisions  of  the  deed  of  cession  as  to  the  subsequent 
division  of  the  Territory  into  States,  and,  when 
Virginia  was  referred  to  for  her  assent  to  that  alter- 
ation, she  did,  by  her  act  of  1788,  consent  to  that 
alteration,  and  that  alteration  only  ;  for  no  other 
modification  of  the  deed  of  cession  was  asked  for 
nor  was  any  other  taken  into  consideration,  or 
assented  to,  by  Virginia.     The  6th  article  of  that 
ordinance  of  1787,  from  which   all  arguments 
seemed  to  be  drawn,  never  did  receive  the  consent 
of  Virginia,  but  was  an  ex  parte  act  of  legislation, 
ordinary  in  its  character,  and  similar  to  any  other 
act  of  legislation,  except  its  extraordinary  quali- 
ties of  expansion.     It  was  true  that  the  Stales  of 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  had  complied  with 
j  the  provision  of  that  ordinance  ;  but  it  was  not  in 
pursuance  of  its  intrins-ic  binding  force;  it  was  to 
be  accounted  for  only  on  the  principle  that  the 
ordinance,  in  its  operation  on  settlers,  while  the 
country  was  yet  a  Territory,  and  subject  to  Con- 
gressional control,  had  so  regulated  the  emigration, 
and  prepared  the  settlers  to  comply  with  the  pro- 
visions, that,  in  forming  iheir  constitutions,  they 
voluntarily  chose  to  do  so.     The  Old  Congress, 
when  making  the  ordinance,  had  proceeded  as  in 
other  acts  of  legislation,  until  they  reached   the 
articles  of  that  ordinance;  they  then  assumed  the 
ground  that  those  articles  should  be  matter  of  com- 
pact between  the  United  Stales  and  the  people  and 
Stales  northwest  of  the  Ohio.     But  with  whom 
were  those  articles  matter  of  compact  ?    Not  with 
the  people,  for  there  were  but  few,  if  any,  there ; 
not  with  the  States,  for  there  was  not  probably 
two  thousand  people  in  the  whole  country,  and 
they  were  hundreds  of  miles  apart,  in  little  vil- 
lages, and  knew  nothing  about  it,  nor  were  they 
ever  consulted,  and,  had  they  been,  no  assent  they 
could  have  given  would  have  bound  the  inhabi- 
tants now  there,  or  the  millions  yet  unborn.     TiOf 
sir ;  it  was  a  compact  with  the  mountains,  the 
woods,  and  the  lakes,  who  were  personified  and 
made  to  consent  for  inhabitants  yet  to  come.  But, 
Mr.  S.  said,  the  most  remarkable  circumstance 
was  yet  beliind  :  the  question  under  consideration 
was  one  of  the  Constitutional  powers  of  Congress 
under  the  Constitution. 

To  ascertain  what  powers  Congress  had  under 
the  Constitution,  which  was  ratified  the  17ih  Sep- 
tember, 1787,  resort  was  made  to  an  ordinance  of 
the  13th  July,  1787,  several  months,  in  date,  prior 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.    The  or- 
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dinance  was  passed  by  the  Old  Congress,  under  the 
Articles  of  Confederation.  The  adoption  of  the 
Federal  Constitution  was  the  formation  of  a  new 
Grovernmcnt,  and  an  abolition  of  the  old  ;  and  yet, 
an  ordinance  passed  by  the  former  Government 
was  brought  up  in  judgment  to  define  and  expound 
the  powers  of  Congress  under  a  new  and  totally  dif- 
ferent Government — under  a  new  Constitution,  and 
new  organization.  Gentlemen  had  contended  that 
Congress  had  revived  and  ratified  the  ordinance  in 
the  act  of  1802,  relating  to  Ohio ;  the  act  of  1816, 
relating  to  Indiana;  and  the  act  of  1818,  in  refer- 
ence to  Illinois;  these  being  the  acts  by  which  Con- 
gress authorized  those  States  to  form  a  constitution 
and  State  government.  But,  were  he  to  surrender 
this  part  of  the  argument  to  gentlemen,  could  it  pos- 
sibly be  deduced,  that,  because  Congress  had  revived 
the  ordinance  in  reference  to  any  one  or  all  those 
States,  that,  by  that  revival,  it  would  have  any 
operation  beyond  the  State  actually  named,  and  to 
which  it  was  applied  ?  Nor,  had  the  question  ever 
been  made,  by  any  of  those  Slates,  which  Missouri 
now  made,  how  far  Congress  had  the  power  to 
impose  the  provisions  of  that  ordinance  over  a 
State ;  they  had  taken  it  as  a  matter  of  course, 
because  it  comported  with  their  wishes  and  their 
will.  Missouri  did  not  intend  so  to  take  it,  because 
it  neither  promoted  her  interest,  or  complied  with 
her  wishes  or  her  will ;  nor  did  he  believe  that 
either  of  those  States  would  now  acknowledge 
that  they  had  not  the  equal  right  with  any  other 
State  of  the  Union  to  call  a  convention,  and  so 
alter  their  constitution  as  to  admit  of  >lavery  ;  and, 
if  they  had  this  right,  the  operation  of  the  ordi- 
nance upon  them  as  a  State  was  void,  and  of  no 
avail.  The  ordinance  of  1787,  then,  was  a  dead 
letter,  so  far  as  it  had  been  resorted  to  as  furnish- 
ing anv  explanation  of  the  powers  of  Congress 
under  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  it  was  equallv 
inapplicable,  as  precedent,  in  relation  to  Missouri, 
because,  at  no  period  of  the  Territorial  govern- 
ment, had  any  portion  of  its  provisions  been  ex- 
tended to  that  Territory,  save  only  those  principles 
that  had  been  incorporated  into  the  act  of  the  4th 
of  June,  1802,  when  the  second  jrrade  of  govern- 
ment had  been  conferred  upon  MTssouri. 

Of  the  eight  States  of  which  Mr.  S.  had  spoken, 
and  that  had  been  incorporated  into  the  Union 
since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  five  of  them 
were  admitted  as  slaveholding  States,  and  the  other 
three  as  non-slaveholding  States.  Louisiana,  of 
which  he  would  now  speak,  was,  though  not  in 
order  of  time,  the  ninth.  And  arguments  had  been 
drawn  from  the  law  of  1811,  authorizing  her  to 
form  a  constitution  and  State  government,  in  fa- 
vor of  the  restriction,  and  prejudicial  to  the  sov- 
ereignty of  Missouri.  The  argument  of  gentle- 
men could  gain  no  strength  by  referring  to  that 
law,  because  it  expressly  excepted  Louisiana  from 
the  operation  of  the  sixth  article  of  the  ordinance 
of  1787,  in  relation  to  slaves.  And,  in  fact,  as 
early  as  1803,  when  a  temjwrary  government  was 
provided  for  that  portion  of  the  country  now  in- 
cluded in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  the  ordi- 
nance of  17S7  extended  to  them,  the  sixth  article  of 
the  ordinance  was  not  considered  applicable  to  their 


condition.  Every  restriction  imposed  on  the  State 
of  Louisiana  was  precisely  those  contained  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Stales,  with  the  eicep- 
tioii  of  that  clause  that  required  them  to  publish 
their  laws  and  judicial  proceedings  in  the  English 
language;  this  provision  did  not  deduct  from  their 
sovereignty,  and  was  only  shaping  their  laws  and 
proceedings  so  as  to  give  them  "full  faith  and 
credit"  m  the  othtT  States  in  the  Union,  {dmst. 
U.  S.,  art.  iv.,  sfc.  i.)  A  precedent,  to  be  binding, 
ought  to  be  a  decision  made  in  some  similar  case ; 
none  had  been  produced,  nor  did  any  exist.  The 
ordinance  of  1787,  was  passed  while  that  country 
was  in  the  first  grade  of  CJovernment — Mis.souri 
was  in  the  second  grade.  Congress  had  conferred 
on  Missouri  the  right  of  self-government,  in  all 
respects  whatsoever ;  nor  did  he  know  of  any  in- 
stance in  which  Congress  had  interfered  after  such 
a  transfer  of  their  powers.  Then,  of  the  nine 
States  that  had  been  admitted  into  the  Union 
since  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  six 
had  been  admitted  as  slaveholding  States,  and 
three  as  non-slaveholding  States;  the  precedents, 
then,  if  of  any  force,  were  two  to  one  on  the  side 
of  Missouri. 

But,  Mr.  S.  said,  there  was  no  absolute  necessity 
to  hang  any  longer  on  the  Constitutional  ^ound. 
It  was  unnecessary  to  argue  from  the  Constitution, 
or  from  precedent,  as  alone  applicable  to  Missouri. 
All  the  powers  Congress  had  over  the  territory 
were  derived  from  solemn  treaty,  and  that  same 
treaty  gave,  i^uarantied,  and  secured,  the  rights, 
liberties,  religion,  and  property,  of  the  citizens,  and 
he  believed  that  the  obligations  Congress  were  un- 
der to  fulfil  those  engagements,  in  reference  to  the 
territory,  was  as  strong  as  their  right  to  the  country 
under  the  treaty ;  and  a  delay,  unreasonable  in  it- 
self, or  an  ultimate  refusal  on  the  part  of  Congress, 
to  perfect  those  engagements,  might  be  fairly  con- 
strued to  be  tantamount  loan  abandonment  of  the 
country  ceded.  The  stipulation  that  the  territory 
and  inhabitants  should  be  incorporated  into  the 
Union,  was  concurrent  with  the  act  of  acquisi- 
tion ;  they  formed  part  of  the  same  compact. 
When  the  province  was  acquired,  it  was  made  a 
question  whether  the  United  States  could,  consti- 
tutionally, purchase  and  hold  foreign  territory; 
that  question  being  conceded,  and  settled  in  the 
affirmative,  it  onlv  remained  to  inquire  how  the 
Government  would  hold  the  country  acquired — 
whether  the  territory  should  be  admitted  as  States, 
in  pursuance  of  the  treaty,  or  whether  it  should  be 
held  as  provinces  in  vassalage. 

Mr.  S.  said,  that  the  people  of  Missouri  relied 
with  perfect  confidence,  for  admission  into  the 
Union,  on  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  30th 
of  April,  1803 ;  the  words  of  which  were,  "  the  in- 
'  habitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  incorpo- 
'  rated  into  the  Union  of  the  United  States,  and 
'  admitted,  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the 
'  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  en- 
'  joyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  imrau- 
'  nities,  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and,  in  the 
'  meantime,  they  shall  be  maintained  and  protected 
'  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  property, 
'  and  the  religion  which  they  profess.      Various 
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interpretations  had  been  given  to  this  article  of  the 
treaty,  by  the  advocates  of  the  restriction ;  some 
had  taken  the  broad  ground  that  it  contained  no 
stipulation  for  admission  as  a  State  in  any  way; 
others  had  said  that  the  treaty,  in  reference  to  the 
people,  would  be  fulfilled,  by  giving  them  leave  to 
remove  east  of  the  Mississippi  river,  leaving  all 
their  property  behind,  and  there  mixing,  mingling 
and  becoming  incorporated  into  the  Union  with 
those  who  reside  on  a  part  of  the  old  territory  of 
the  United  States;  while  others  had  contended 
that  Missouri  could  only  be  incorporated  into  the 
Union  by  being  attached  to  some  portion  of  the 
ancient  territory  of  the  United  States ;  and  others 
had  arp'ued  thnt  tK»  nr/^vlc.'.^no  ^r  *u^  . ... i_. 


H.  OP  R. 


Spain,     To  disregard  the  treaty  under  which  Mis- 
souri claimed  admission  into  the  Union,  would  be 
a  double  breach  of  faith;  first,  as  it  regarded  the 
power  with  whom  It  was  made;  next, In  relation 
to  the  people  of  Missouri,  for  whose  exclusive  ben- 
eht  the  third  article  was  introduced,     Vattel  in  the 
same  page    section  221,  declared,  that  "he  who 
violates  his  treaties,  violates,  at  the  same  time, 
the  law  of  nations;  for  he  disregards  the  faith  of 
;  treaties-ihat  faith  which  the  law  of  nations  de- 
Clares  sacred  ;  and,  so  far  as  depends  on  him,  he 
renders  it  vam  and  ineffectual;  doubly  guUty  he 
^  does  an  injury  to  his  ally— he  does  an  Injur^  to 
all  nations,  and  inflicts  a  wound  on  the  ereat  so- 


had  ar^uerl  Vh;    » L  "      •  '         cT'  ^°°  °'    .  '  ^"  nations,  and  inflicts  a  wound  on  the  ereat  so- 

naa  argued  that  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  on  v  '  cietv  of  mankind  "     Mr  Q  «oii»!i           ®  i 

related  to  the  citizens  in  the  province  at  the  time  to  k?ow  inhey  were  prepared  jibHn^  tr't"""^ 

of  acquisition,  and  did  not  enure  to  the  advantarrp  on  .K..v  n'  III!!!  P/fPa^^d  to  bring  this  charge 


01  acquisition,  and  did  not  enure  to  the  advantage 
or  security  even  of  your  own  citizens  that  had  re- 
moved to  the  territory  since  the  treaty ;  and,  tocrown 
the  whole,  some  reasoners,  more  bold  than  others 
contended  that,  if  the  treaty  did  contain  stipulations 
tor  admission  as  a  State  into  the  Union,  it  was  not 
binding,  because  the  President  and  Senate  could 
not  make  a  treaty  to  bind  Congress.  He  would 
not  follow  gentlemen  through  all  the  mazes  in 
which  they  had  involved  themselves,  but  would 
briefly  examine  what  obligations  Congress  were 
under  by  the  treaty;  what  rights  the  people  had 
under  the  treaty  ;  what  was  the  fair  construction 
and  interpretation  honest  statesmen  would  give 
the  treaty;  and  what  appeared  to  be  the  evident 
intentions  of  the  parties. 

Mr,  S,  hoped  it  was  not  neces.sary  for  him  to 
impress  on  American  statesmen  the  inviolable  faith 
that  ought  to  be  observed  in  reference  to  treaties  in 
the  civilized  world.      Vafttl,  page  129,  sect.  219 
seemed  to  wonder  that  any  man  should  think  or 
act  without  regard  to  them:  "Who  can  doubt  that 
treaties  are  in  the  number  of  those  things  that  are 
^  to  be  held  sacred  by  nations?    By  treaties  the 
^  rnost  important  affairs  are  determined ;  by  them 
I  the  pretensions  of  sovereigns  are  regulated ;  on 
^  them  nations  are  to  depend  for  the  acknowledg- 
^  raent  of  their  rights,  and  the  security  of  the  dear- 
^  est  interests.     Between  bodies  politic,  between 
^  sovereigns  who  acknowledge  no  superior  on  earth, 
^  treaties  are  the  only  means  of  adjusting  their  va- 
^  nous  pretensions ;  of  establishing  fixed  rules  of 
^  conduct;  of  ascertaining  what  they  are  entitled 
,  to  expect,  and  what  they  are  to  dei)end  on.    But 
^  treaties  are  no  better  than  empty  words,  if  nations 
do  not  consider  them  as  respectable  engagements, 
as  rules  which  are  to  be  inviolably  observed  by 
i  sovereigns,  and  held  sacred  throughout  the  whole 
^      .^nn     L  '^'^  continues,  in  the  same  page, 
section  220,  that  "the  faith  of' treaties,  that  fifm 
,  ^^i  VcT^^  resolution,  that  invariable  constancy 
m  fulfilling  our  engagements,  of  which  we  make 
profession  in  a  treaty,  is  therefore  to  he  held  .^cred 
and  inviolable  between  the  nations  of  the  earth 
'  whose  safety  and  repose  it  secures  ;  and  if  man- 
kind be  not  wilfully  deficient  in  their  duty  to 
♦  themselves,  mfamv  must  ever  be  the  portion  of 
'  him  who  violates  his  faith."    He  did  not  wish  to 
see  the  charge  retorted  on  his  Government  that 
had  been  so  correctly  made  by  her  in  regard  to 


on  their  Government,  or  to  sustain  it  themselves'? 
Were  gentlemen  ready  to  sport  with  the  engage- 
ments of  the  nation,  and  set  the  faith  of  treatiwat 
defiance,  by  subjecting  them  to  whimsical  and  con- 
strained constructions  not  recognised  by  the  laws 
of  nations,. and  in  opposition  to  the  plainest  dic- 
tates of  common  sense  ?  He  believed  he  had  now 
sufficieritly  established  the  indispensable  necessity 
of  keeping  promises,  alike  interesting  to  the  con- 
tracting parties,  and  to  the  universal  society  of 
mankind.  ' 

But  the  intention  and  meaning  of  the  treaty  of 
cession  had  become  matter  of  great  doubt  with 
gentlemen  in  favor  of  the  restriction.     The  mean- 
ing of  the  treaty  is  said  to  be  involved,  and  the 
words  used  obscure.     Vattel,  page  249,  section  273 
said  that  "words  are  only  designated  to  express' 
'  the  thoughts ;  thus,  the  true  signification  of  an 
expression  in  common  use,  is,  the  idea  which 
'  custom  has  affixed  to  that  expression.     It  is,  then 
'  a  gross  quibble  to  affix  a  particular  sense  to  a 
'  word,  in  order  to  elude  the  true  sense  of  the  en- 
'  tire  expression."     The  word  "incorporate"  had 
been  said  not  to  mean  admission  as  a  State  into 
the  Union.     Had   the  law  of  nations  and   the 
known  rules  of  construction  been  silent,  the  plain 
and  common  sense  of  every  man  would  teach  him 
Avhat  was  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  the  treaty 
from  the  "entire  expression."    It  was  not  fair  to 
select  a  single  word  from  a  whole  sentence,  and 
on  that  alone  to  bottom  what  the  construction  of 
the  whole  sentence  was,  or  ought  to  be.     Vattd 
pa^e  249,  section  274,  declared  that  "all  these 
'  pitiful  subtleties  are  overthrown  by  this  unerring 
'  rule.     When  we  evidently  see  what  is  the  sense 
'  that  agrees  with  the  intention  of  the  contracting 
'  parlies,  it  is  not  allowable  to  wrest  their  words 
'  to  a  contrary  meaning.     The  intention  suffi- 
'  ciently  known  furnishes  the  matter  of  conven- 
'  tion — what  is  promised  and  accepted,  demanded 
I  and  granted."     What,  then,  was  the  true  and 
legitimate  understanding  of  being  "incorporated 
into  the  union  of  the  United   States?"    Did  it, 
as  some  gentlemen  supposed,  furnish  the  people 
with  the  privilege  of  removing:  from  the  territory, 
from  their  property,  and  their  homes,  into  Illinois^ 
for  example,  and  there  of  being  incorporated  as 
citizens  of  the  United  States  as  a  part  of  the  State 
of  Illinois  into  the  Union  ?    And  would  this  com- 
port with  that  part  of  the  treaty  that  secured  to 
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the  inhabitants  their  liberty  and  their  property  ? 
This  would  be  a  passing  strange  construction  of 
the  treaty  in  fact,  to  provide  for  maintaining  the 
citizens  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  "  property," 
which,  to  obtain  the  advantage  of  incorporation 
into  the  Union,  you  secure  him  the  "liberty"  to 
leave.  A  construction  such  as  the  one  contended 
for  by  gentlemen  would  not  only  operate  the 
greatest  mjustice,  and  that  we  were  not  at  liberty 
to  suppose  a  just  notion  would  do,  but  would  lead 
to  an  absurdity  which  we  ought  always  to  avoid. 
VcMel,  page  252,  section  282,  said  :   "  Every  inter- 

*  pretation  that  leads  to  an  absurdity  ought  to  be 

*  rejected ;  or,  in  other  words,  we  should  not  give 
'  to  any  piece  a  meaning  from  which  any  absurd 
'consequences  would  follow;  but  must  interpret 
'  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  avoid  absurdity."  He 
could  not  resist  the  conviction  that  an  interpreta- 
tion which  required  of  the  people  of  Missouri  to 
abandon  their  property  to  secure  their  liberty  as 
citizens  under  the  treaty,  or  that  forbid  their  ad- 
mis.sion  into  the  Union,  but  in  conjunction  with 
some  portion  of  the  ancient  territory,  was,  in  the 
language  of  Vattel,  "a  gross  quibble,"  and  an  "ab- 
surd construction,"  not  within  the  intention  of  the 
parties  to  the  treaty,  which  intention,  in  all  cases 
of  national  and  municipal  law,  was  always  to  be 
regarded  in  construing  the  instrument. 

Mr.  S.  said  that  this  great  rule  of  construing 
the  instrument,  with  reference  to  the  intention  of 
the  parties,  was  laid  down  by  Vattel,  page  258, 
section  291,  "to  defeat  the  pretexts  and  pitiful 
'  evasions  of  those  who  endeavor  to  elude  laws  or 
'  treaties.  Good  faith  adheres  to  the  intention, 
'  fraud  insists  on  the  terms,  when  it  thinks  that 

*  they  can  furnish  a  cloak  for  its  prevarications," 
The  fatal  results  that  would  accrue  to  the  rights 
of  one  party,  was  it  left  for  the  other  to  put  such 
construction  as  suited  his  interests  and  views  on 
the  instrument,  was  too  apparent  to  require  eluci- 
dation. VcUiel,  page  245,  section  265,  gives  it  as 
a  "general  maxim  or  principle,  on  the  subject  of 
interpretation,  that  neither  the  one  nor  the  other 
of  the  parties  interested  in  the  contract,  has  a 
right  to  interpret  the  deed  according  to  his  own 
fancy."  Nothing  could  be  more  clear  than  the 
propriety  of  the  rule,  was  it  competent  for  one 
party  to  disregard  the  intention  and  put  such  con- 
struction on  any  instrument  as  comported  with 
the  views  or  policy  of  his  "fancy."  It  would  re- 
sult in  this,  that,  having  the  liberty  of  affixing 
such  meaning  as  you  please  to  my  promise,  you 
would  have  the  power  of  obliging  me  to  do  what- 
ever you  choose,  contrary  to  ray  intention,  and 
beyond  my  real  engagements ;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  if  I  am  allowed  to  explain  ray  promise  as  I 
please,  I  might  render  them  vain  and  illusory  by 
giving  them  a  meaning  quite  different  from  that 
which  they  presented  to  you,  and  in  which  you 
must  have  understood  them  at  the  time  of  your 
accepting  them.  Neither  Missouri  nor  Congrc.'^s 
had  the  exclusive  right  of  interpreting  the  treaty 
under  which  Missouri  claimed  admission.  He 
was  however  willing,  on  the  part  of  Missouri,  to 
abide  by  that  construction  which  those  rulrs  would 
furnish  that  had  been  established  and  practised  on 


lon^  anterior  to  1803;  and  he  had  no  hesitation  ia 
saying,  that  the  people  he  represented  would  abide 
by,  and  redeem  his  pledge,  on  this,  to  them  the 
most  important  of  all  subjects. 

Mr.  S.  would  not  state  it  as  his  own  opinion 
only,  but  would  support  it  by  another  reference  to 
the  law  of  nations,  Vattel,  page  245,  section  226, 
that,  "on  every  accession,  when  a  person  could 
'  and  ought  to  have  made  known  his  intentions, 
'  we  are  to  assume  for  true  against  him  what  he 
'  has  sufficiently  declared."  This  was  an  incon- 
trovertible principle,  and  was  equally  applicable  to 
every  description  of  agreement,  whether,  in  its 
character,  of  a  public  or  private  nature;  it  was  a 
duty  which  both  individuals  and  States  owed  to 
each  other,  who  did  not  mean  to  make  a  vain 
play  of  words  to  express  themselves  with  truth, 
and  according  to  their  real  intentions;  were  it 
otherwise,  it  would  be  perfectly  useless  to  form 
contracts  or  treaties;  ir  the  meaning  could  be 
clearly  collected  from  the  whole  tenor  of  the  in- 
strument, we  were  to  take  that  as  his  evident  in- 
tentions. Vattel,  page  246,  section  268,  said  that, 
"in  the  interpretation  of  a  treaty,  or  of  any  deed 
'  whatever,  the  question  is  to  discover  what  the 
'  contracting  parties  have  agreed  upon,  to  deter- 
'  mine  precisely,  on  any  particular  occasion,  what 
'  has  been  promised  and  accepted ;  that  is  to  say, 
'  not  only  what  one  of  the  parties  intended  to 
'  promise,  but  also  what  the  other  must  reasonably 
'  and  candidly  have  supposed  to  be  promised  to 
'  him,  what  has  been  sufficiently  declared  to  him, 
'  and  what  must  have  influenced  him  in  his  ac- 
'  ceptance."  He  inquired  of  gentlemen  whether, 
honestly  and  candidly,  it  was  not  sufficiently  evi- 
dent, from  the  whole  tenor  of  the  treaty  in  ques- 
tion^ that  the  United  States  had  promised  to 
admit  the  ceded  territory  into  the  Union  as  States ; 
and  whether  that  did  not  appear  to  be  one  of  the 
conditions  of  the  acceptance  of  the  terms,  and  the 
transfer  of  the  country  ?  Gentlemen  had  made 
the  inquiry — "on  the  words  of  which  of  the  par- 
ties was  the  greatest  stress  to  be  laid  ?"  He  was 
prepared  to  give,  from  high  authority,  a  conclu- 
sive answer  to  this  interrogatory.  Vattel,  page 
245-6,  section  267,  said,  "it  is  very  certain  that, 
'  in  order  to  discover  the  true  meaning  of  the  con- 
'  tract,  attention  ought  principally  to  be  paid  to 
'  the  words  of  the  promising  party,  for  he  volun- 
'  tarily  binds  himself  by  his  words,  and  we  take 
'  for  true  against  him  what  he  has  sufficiently 
'  declared."  The  United  Stat«s  Lad  voluntarily 
promised  to  "incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the 
ceded  territory  into  thf  union  of  the  United 
States,"  and  we  were  to  lake  for  true  that  such 
was  the  understanding  of  the  parties  to  the  treaty  j 
and  upon  this  ground  the  people  of  Missouri 
claimed  admission  into  the  Federal  Union  as  a 
State. 

Mr.  S.  would  not  enter  into  the  argument  whe- 
ther the  President  and  Senate  could,  by  treaty, 
bind  this  House  to  the  performance  of  any  en- 
gagements; whether  the  treaty-makipfj  power 
could  or  could  not  lay  Congress  under  obligations, 
was  an  abstract  proposition,  and  not  the  question 
under  consideration.     The   treaty   under   which 
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Missouri  claimed  her  rights  had  not  only  been 
made  by  the  Constitutional  and  competent  au- 
thorities of  the  nation,  but  had  actually  received 
the  sanction  of  this  House,  and  of  every  branch  of 
the  Government  in  every  practicable  way.     Vari- 
ous acts  of  Congress  had  been  passed  appropria- 
ting money  to  carry  the  treaty  into  effect  to  au- 
thorize the   President  to  take  possession  of  the 
country,  to  establish  territorial  governments  with- 
in the  territories— lifting  them  from  grade  to  grade 
of  government,  until  Louisiana  had,  in  pursuance 
of  the  treaty  and  of  the  promise  contained  in  the 
act  of  the  second  of  March,  1805,  been  admitted 
as  a  State  into  the  Union,  even  without  any  re- 
striction in  relation  to  slavery,  and  Missouri  had 
now  come  prepared  to  take  the  same  step;  and, 
however  valid  the  obiection  of  gentlemen  might 
have  been  at  an  early  day,  before  Congress  had 
acted  in  regard  to  the  treaty,  it  was  now  too  late 
to  make  the  objection,  after  an  uniform  concur- 
rence of  various  acts  of  legislation,  acknowledging 
the  binding  force  of  the  treaty  for  eighteen  years. 
The  treaty,  then,  having  been  made  by  the  con- 
stituted authorities  of  the  country,  having  received 
the  uniform  sanction  of  the  National  Legislature, 
and  being  in  its  object  and  terms  suflaciently  clear, 
the  only   remaining  question   on  this  head  was, 
what  obligations  the  Government  were  under  by 
the  treaty,  and  what  were  the  rights  of  the  people 
of  Missouri.     VaUel,  page  196,  section  164,  said, 
"  as  the  engagements  of  a  treaty  impose  on  the  one 
'  hand  a  perfect  obligation,  they  produce  on  the 
'  other  a  perfect  right.     The  breach  of  a  treaty  is, 
'  therefore,  a  violation  of  the  perfect  right  of  the 

*  party  with  whom  we  have  contracted,  and  this 

*  is  an  act  of  injustice  against  him." 

The  obligations  on  the  part  of  Congress,  under 
this  valid  treaty,  were  "  pnerfect"  or  absolute ;  the 
rights  of  the  people  of  Missouri  were  also  perfect, 
in  contemplation  of  the  parties  and  the  law  of 
nations;  they  had  the  real  and  indubitable  right 
to  require  the  fulfilment  of  the  engagement,  a  re- 
fusal was  a  violation  of  the  right,  and  of  the  original 
obligation ;  there  would  no  longer  be  any  security 
in  the  commerce  or  contracts  between  mankind,  if 
the  faith  of  promises  were  not  regarded  in  relation  to 
^ch  other;  the  security,  the  happiness,  the  tranquil- 
lity, of  the  whole  human  race  depended  on  Justice, 
and  the  regard  that  was  paid  to  the  rights  of  others. 
The  right*  of  the  people  of  Missouri,  under  the 
treaty,  were  not  limited  to  the  bare  admission  as 
a  State  into  the  Union  ;  its  provisions  extended  to 
securing  them  in  their  actual  possessions  and  the 
rights  of  property  ;  their  right  to  ask,  nay,  even 
demand  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  Sute,  so 
soon  as  they  had  numbers  sufficient  to  entitle  them 
to  a  representation  on  the  floor  of  Congress,  was 
perfect,  and,  he  hoped,  would  not  be  evaded  or 
refused. 

Mr.  S.  would  now  proceed  to  show,  that,  what- 
ever might  have  been  the  original  power  of  Con- 
gre.ss  over  the  liberties  and  property  of  the  people 
of  Missouri,  they  had  parted  with  that  power,  and 
confirmed  the  people  in  all  their  rights  ;  and  that 
Missouri  has  the  right,  both  on  the  ground  of  writ- 
ten law  and  custom,  to  declare  exemption  from  the 


restriction  in  question.    The  act  of  1803  authorized 
the  President  to  take  possession  of  the  country, 
and  to  fix  a  temporary  government ;  and  that  act 
showed  that  Congress,  at  that  time,  felt  something 
like  a  due  regard  for  the  rights  of  the  people,  and 
the  oblig;ations  of  the  treaty  ;  for  it  had  authorized 
the  President  to  employ  all  means,  including  mil- 
itary force,  to  maintain  and  protect  the  inhabitants 
in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and 
religion,  using  the  express  words  oi  the  treaty  of 
cession.     The  act  of  1804,  by  which  the  province 
was  divided  into  two  territories,  and  a  temporary 
government  established  for  each,  so  far  as  regarded 
Missouri,  extended  the   powers  of  the  Governor 
and  Judges  of  Indiana  over  that  Territory,  and 
gave  them  full  legislative  powers,  but  required  that 
all  the  laws  which  might  be  passed  should  be  trans- 
naitted  and  laid   before  Congress.     When  those 
officers  went  to  the  Territory  they  found  it  full  of 
slaves,  and  one  of  the  first  laws  they  ever  enacted 
on  the  1st  of  October,  1804,  was  that  regulating 
slaves ;  this  law,  regulating  the  relations  between 
master  and  servant,  was  reported,  by  the  Governor 
and  Judge.s,  to  be  laid  before  Congress  ;  and,  as  it 
might  be  out  of  order  to  say  that  Congress  had  not 
done  their  duty,  he  was  at  liberty  to  conclude  that 
they  had  passed  on,  and  approved  of  the  statute. 
This  law  had  laid  open  to  Government  the  actual 
condition  of  the  country  ;  and,  although  Congress, 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  this  fact,  had  again,  as 
early  as  the  3d  of  March,  1805,  legislated  in  regard 
to  the  territory,  yet  it  had  never  entered  into  their 
views  to  interfere  on  the  subject ;  on  the  contrary, 
the  9th  section  of  the  act  of  1805,  expressly  con- 
firmed and  sanctioned  all  laws  in  the  territory  at 
that  time,  of  which  that  regulating  slaves  was  one, 
so  that  we  were  no  longer  left  to  infer  the  consent 
of  Congress  to  the  territorial  law  of  1804,  as  re- 
garded slaves,  but  were  at  liberty  to  state  that  Con- 
gress had  solemnly  recognised  this  description  of 
property,  and  the  right  of  the  people  to  retain  and 
regulate  it.     In  fact,  the  13th  section  of  the  law  of 
Congress  of  1804,  had  recognised  and  continued  in 
force  all  the  laws  of  the  territory  at  the  time  of 
acquisition,  until  the  same  should  be  altered,  mod- 
ified, or  repealed,  by  the  local  legislature.  ->. 
AH  the  Spanish  and  French  laws,  written  and    ^ 
unwritten,  had  recognised  the  rights  of  the  people 
to  have  slaves,  and  Congress  expressly  acknowl- 
edged their  validity  and  binding  force.     The  act 
of  1804  had  made  a  distinction  between  the  Ter- 
ritories of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,  (now  Missouri :) 
the  10th  section  of  that  law  had  prohibited  Or- 
leans— first,  from  importing  slaves;  second,  from 
introducing  those  imported  after  1798;  and,  thirdly, 
against  all  introduction  except  by  actual  settlers. 
But  those  provisions  were  confined  to  the  Territory 
of  Orleans,  and  never  were  extended  to  the  upper 
territory ;  it  was  so  much  more  inland  that  Con- 
gress believed  it  unnecessary  to  make  any  provi- 
sions on  the  subject,  and  the  upper  territory  was 
left  to  act  according  to  her  own  discretion.     The 
two  acts  of  Congress  of  the  second  and  third  of 
March,  1805,  had  made  another  distinction  that 
was  favorable  to  the  pretension  of  Missouri :  by 
those  laws  the  omnipotent  ordinance  of  1787,  with 
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the  exception  of  the  6th  article,  was  extended  to 
Orleans ;  but  no  part,  or  clause  thereof,  had  ever 
been  extended  to  Missouri ;  and   the  honorable 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Clagett) 
was  vastly  mistaken  when  he  supposed  that  the 
ordinance  was  ever  extended  to  Missouri,  either  by 
positive  law,  or  the  inference  he  had  drawn  firom 
the  powers  of  the  Grovernor  and  Judges  of  Indiana 
havmg  been   extended  over  the  Mississippi,     It 
certainly  could  not  be  sound  reasoning  to  say,  that, 
because  those  officers,  when  in  Indiana,  were  sub- 
ject to  the  operation  of  the  ordinance,  that  when 
they  crossed  the  Mississippi,  they  had  carried  it  on 
their  shoulders  and  packed  it  on  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri,   Orleans,  however,  notwithstanding  the  inhi- 
bition in  regard  to  the  introduction  of  slaves  con- 
tained in  the  act  of  1804,  and  the  extension  of 
the  ordinance  by  the  law  of  1805,  had  been  admit- 
ted into  the  Union  as  a  State,  without  any  restric- 
tion ;  and  Missouri,  although  never  subjected  to 
any  restriction  or  control,  in   relation  to  slaves, 
was  now,  for  the  first  time,  after  a  lapse  of  eighteen 
years,  durino^  all  whic^time  every  encouragement 
had  been  given,  and  the  tenor  of  every  act  run 
counter  to  the  present  pretensions,  to  be  apprized 
of  this  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
and  suspended  from  the  Union  if  she  refused  to 
comply.     All  the  laws  to  which  he  had  referred, 
were  passed  during  the  time  the  territories  were  in 
the  first  grade  of  government ;  and  in  each  act, 
Congress  seemed  to  have  reserved  somethincr  like 
a  superintending  power  over  the  territorial  laws, 
by  having  required  copies  of  all  their  acts  to  be 
transmitted  to  be  laid  before  Congress. 

But  the  act  of  the  4th  June,  1812,  establishing 
the  Missouri  Territory,  and  giving  the  second  grade 
of  government,  had  dropped  this  and  all  other  pro- 
visions, indicating  any  thing  like  a  superintendence 
over  the  laws  of  the  territory,  and  had  given  to  the 
local  legislature  all  legislative  power  without  re- 
serv«.     This  act  had  given  to  the  Executive  all 
the  powers  possessed    by  the  Executives  of  the 
States,  and  even  more,  for  the  Governor  had,  in 
addition  to  granting  pardons  for  offences  against 
the  territory,  the  power  to  grant  reprieves  for  crimes 
against  the  United  States.     This  law  had  re<ni- 
lated  the  representation,  and  based  it  on  the  free 
white  population  of  the  country  ;  thereby  acknowl- 
edging that  Congress  were  well  apprized  of  the 
existence  of  other  than  free  whites  in  the  territory. 
This  act,  in  addition  to  the  treaty,  naturalized  the 
citizens  and  regulated  their  privileges  ;  and  aoain 
declared  that  free  white  males  alone  should  be%li- 
gible  to  offices,  and  competent  as  jurors.     It  gave 
to  the  legislature  the  right  to  regulate  the  rules  of 
its  own  proceedings,  freedom  from  arrest,  and  from 
question  elsewhere,  and  all  and  absolute  powers  of 
legislation,  excepting  and  reserving  none ;   and 
again  confirmed  all  laws  in  existence  in  the  terri- 
tory up  to  that  time,  of  which  that  regulating 
slaves,  as  formerly,  was  still  one.     The  14th  and 
15th  sections  of  the  act  of  1812,  contained  all  the 
provisions,  that  now  formed  the  propositions  to  the 
u  *k  ^^  ^^^  '^^  under  consideration  ;  they  were 
all  the  people  had  notice  of,  or  had  the  right  to 
expect  Congress  would  require,  at  the  time  of  their 


admission,  and  all,  he  believed,  Congress  could 
reasonably  ask  or  constitutionally  impose. 

Mr,  S.  would  now  endeavor  to  point  out  some 
of  the  absurdities  and  inconsistencies  growing  out 
of  this  sweeping  doctrine  of  gentlemen.  The 
lovers  of  this  country  ought  to  remember  that  the 
Gfeneral  Government  were  gradually  assuming 
authority,  and  increasing  the  latitude  of  construc- 
tion. Did  members  understand  what  Missouri  re- 
quired of  Congress  ?  She  did  not  ask  a  magna 
charta,  or  to  have  a  bill  of  rights  dealt  out  to  her, 
for  she  had  both  in  the  Constitution  of  the  land 
and  in  the  treaty  of  cession — she  only  asked  of 
Confess  the  mere  means  of  or^nization.  Mis- 
souri might  do,  by  her  local  legislature,  what  she 
desired  Congress  now  to  do  ;  she  might  authorize, 
by  virtue  of  inherent  right,  the  election  of  members 
to  a  convention  ;  and  that  convention,  when  met, 
might  form  a  constitution— she  might  do  all  this 
and  produce  the  patriotic  State  of  Tennessee  and 
others,  as  an  example. 

The  only  difficulty  that  could  exist  in  this  course, 
would  be  that  of  boundaries;  on  the  one  hand,  all 
the  neople  intended  to  be  included  within  the  State 
might  not  be  represented  in  convention ;  on  the 
other,  the  convention  might,  in  nart,  be  composed 
of  members,  some  of  whom  might  not  ultimately 
fall  within  the  State  boundaries.     It  was  not  by 
virtue  of  any  grant  from  Congress  that  the  people 
of  Missouri  derived  their  right  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion ;  if  it  was,  then  it  would  be  competent  for 
gentlemen  to  argue  that  Congress  could  impose 
conditions   in  making  the  grant.     The  leading 
spirit  of  all  American  institutions,  nay,  the  essence 
of  American  liberty,  was,  that  the  people  had  the 
inherent  right  to  make,  mend,  alter,  change,  and 
modify,  their  own  form  of  government.     Missouri, 
then,  only  asked  the  assistance  of  Congress  in  call- 
ing a  convention,  and  not  to  dictate  what  that 
convention  should  do  when  assembled.     But,  in 
affording  this  assistance,  which  was  mere  matter 
of  form,  Congress  were  undertaking  to  attach  to  it 
matter  of  substance,  and  to  regulate  the  State  of 
Missouri,  and  that,  too,  permanently  and  forever, 
on  one  of  the  most  important  points  of  internal 
policy. 

It  might  be  important  on  this  question  to  clearly 
understand  what  was  a  constitution.     Mr.  S.  would 
define  it  to  be,  a  fundamental  law,  establishing  a 
form  of  government,  defining  its  parts,  its  pow- 
ers, its  relations,  and  its  duties,  being  paramount 
to,  and  even  controlling,  the  Legislature.     The 
power   that   bound  a   legislature  must   be  sove- 
reign ;  the  authority  that  made  a  constitution  was 
that  sovereign  power,  and  ought  to  be  above  all 
human  control.     But,  if  Congress  had  the  author- 
ity both  to  bind  the  Legislature  of  Missouri  and  to 
control  their  convention,  then    it  followed  ;hat 
Congress  were  the  sovereigns  of  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri, and  they  were  not  left  the  poor  privilege  of 
choosing  masters.     The  essential  attributes  ofsov- 
ereignly,  of  saying  who  shall  be   the  rulers,  and 
what  quantity  of  power  they  should  have,  and  bow 
distributed,  was  taken  away  from  the  people.   Time 
and  experience,   by   which  all   governments  im- 
proved, would  be  of  no  use  to  that  people,  in  re- 
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gard  to  one  part  of  their  constitution.  The  inde- 
pendence of  the  State,  so  far  as  it  could  be  effected 
bv  the  operation  of  the  restriction,  was  gone,  and 
all  modification  of  their  government,  so  far  as  it 
depended  on  their  constitution,  was  to  be  inhibited 
to  them.  Among  the  constellation  cf  States,  seem- 
ing to  act  in  concert  under  one  common  head, 
claiming  the  advantages  and  privileges  of  one  com- 
mon constitution,  Missouri  would  present  an  ano- 
malous case  of  a  people  in  America  not  governed 
by  their  own  consent  and  free  will,  but  by  that  of 
another ;  yet,  it  was  pretended  that  this  was  self- 
government;  it  was,  however,  a  limited,  degraded, 
conditional,  dependent  independence,  unknown  to 
the  principles  and  genius  of  our  institutions.  The 
very  act  of  forming  a  constitution  was  a  sovereign 
and  independent  exercise  of  power,  resting  alone, 
for  the  authority  to  do  so,  on  the  free  will  of  those 
concerned,  and  on  the  law  of  man,  which  was 
paramount  to  all  law  and  all  constitutions,  and, 
were  we  to  go  back  one  step  more,  it  would  be 
found  that  theelection  of  members  of  a  convention 
was  one  of  the  very  first  independent  and  sovereign 
acts  that  a  people  could  do  ;  for,  was  not  the  elec- 
tion of  members  of  a  convention  a  sovereign  act, 
the  sovereignty  of  the  people  would  not  be  repre- 
sented, which  was  essential  in  fixing  first  prin- 
ciples and  establishing  a  form  of  government. 
But,  how  did  the  case  stand  here  ?  It  was  true 
that  Mr.  S.  was  now  heard,  and  was  pleading 
the  cause  of  the  people  of  Missouri— yes,  poorly 

E leading  it;  but  was  Missouri  represented  here 7 
[ad  he  a  vote  to  give  on  this  or  any  other  ques- 
tion, and  was  he  ever  to  give  his  assent,  it  would 
not  bind  the  most  obscure  individual  in  the  land; 
and  he  was  still  further  deprived  of  the  privilege 
of  entering  his  dissent  to  this  measure  on  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  House.  The  restriction  under  debate 
was  to  form  an  irrevocable  feature  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  Missouri  was 
not  only  unrepresented  in  Congress,  but  she  was 
to  be  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  being  represented 
even  in  convention  on  this  point — that  was,  she 
should  not  exercise  her  free  will  on  this  as  on  other 
questions  to  be  taken  into  consideration  in  the  for- 
mation of  her  constitution,  but  was  absolutely  and 
unconditionally  to  submit  to  the  restriction.  This 
being  the  true  state  of  the  case,  it  resulted  in  this 
absurdity,  that  part  of  the  constitution  of  the  State 
of  Missouri  was  to  be  left  to  the  people,  subject  to 
such  alterations  and  modifications  as  time  and  ex- 
perience should  render  necessary;  but  the  other 
portions  of  the  constitution  Congress  were  parties 
to,  being  matter  of  compact,  and,  like  the  laws  of 
the  Medes  and  Persians,  was  irrevocable  and  un- 
alterable. The  corollary,  of  the  most  inconsistent 
character,  that  resulted  from  the  re^triction,  was. 
that  a  portion  of  the  constitution  of  the  State  of 
Missouri  would  derive  its  existence  from  Congress, 
while  another  portion  of  the  same  constitution 
gave  being  to  a  part  of  Congress  itself;  where  the 
conclubion  was  so  repugnant  to  the  dictates  of 
common  sense,  w€  were  compelled  to  acknowledge 
that  the  premises  were  somewhere  wrong. 

Mr.  S.  had  said,  that  an  act  of  Congress  to  au- 
thorize the  people  of  Missouri  to  elect  members 


and  to  naeet  m  convention,  was  mere  ceremonT, 
and  might  have  been  done  by  the  Territorial  Le- 
gislature. In  performing  this  act  of  ceremony, 
what  were  Congress  about  to  do  ?  They  were 
about  to  interiope  a  condition,  the  effect  of  which 
if  Missouri  refused  to  accede,  was,  the  authorized 
convention  of  the  people  of  Missouri  was  not  an 
authorized  convention ;  and  the  constitution  itself 
which  they  had  formed  in  pursuance  of  law,  and 
by  virtue  of  inherent  rights,  was  not  a  convention, 
and  every  conclusion  drawn  from  the  necessary 
independence  essential  to  the  act  amounted  to 
nothing. 

Congress  were  about  to  prejudge  the  people  of 
Missouri.     How  did  gentlemen  know  what  provis- 
ions they  intended  to  make  in  their  constitution? 
How  did  gentlemen  know  whether  the  constitu- 
tion of  Missouri  would  be  republican  or  otherwise  ? 
With  the  aid  of  all  their  optics  and  political  saga- 
city, they  were  not  able  to  pronounce  that  the 
people  of  Missouri  would  not  tpnder  a  constitution 
in  every  way  comporting  with  the  letter  and  spirit 
of  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  perhaps  comply- 
ing with  the  wishes  of  gentlemen.     This  was  not 
the  time  to  talk  of  conditions :  impartial  judges 
always  waited  till  the  whole  case  was  laid  open, 
before  they  made  up  their  opinions.     Congress, 
then,  ought  to  suspend  their  operations  until  they 
had  seen  and  examined  the  constitution  of  Mis- 
souri: It  was  then,  and  not  till  then,  that  Congress 
could  be  able  to  determine  whether  its  principles 
were  republican,  and  its  provisions  just.     Mr.  S. 
was  disposed  to  be  charitable,  but  he  really  could 
not  believe  that  gentlemen  were  serious  when  they 
contended  that  Congress,  as  the  guardians  or  mas- 
ters of  the  TcrrUory  of  Missovri,  had  the  right  to 
dictate  what  should  be  the  attributes  of  sovereignty 
of  the  State  of  Mis^^ofn-i,  hereafter  to  be  formed. 
He  protested  against  the  principle  that  the  renre- 
sentativesof  States  and  the  people  could  rightfully 
impose  shackles  or  restrictions  on  the  States  or  on 
the  people.     This  would  be  reversing  one  of  the 
plainest  maxims,  and  placing  the  creature  above 
the  creator ;  for  Congress— nav,  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution itself— was  but  the  creature  of  the  people 
and  of  the  States.     Suppose  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri were  to  meet  in  convention,  under  this  law 
of  Congress,  and  to  make  a  constitution  comport- 
ing with  all  its  provisions,  save  only  the  restric- 
tion, and  that  they  were  to  reject— what  would  be 
the  consequences.    Had  gentlemen  weighed  them, 
as  it  was  their  duty  to  do  ?     Could  Congress  do 
any  thing  more  than  refuse  her  admission  ?   Would 
Missouri  progress,  as  a  State  government,  out  of 
the  pale  of  the  Constitution  and  your  laws;  or 
would  she  resolve  back  to  a  Territory  ?— A  case 
that  might  lead  to  awful  consequences,  and  quite 
probable  to  occur,  might  with  great  propriety  be 
here  stated  for  the  consideration  of  the  members. 
Missouri  having  formed  her  constitution,  proceeds 
to  organize  her  government,  elects  her  Governor, 
establishes  her  judiciary,  appoints  her  judges,  and 
proceeds  as  a  State.    Congress,  in  consequence  of 
her  not  complying  with  the  restriction,  afl^ts  to 
consider  her  as  a  Territory,  and  appoints  her  a 
Governor,  commissions  her  judges  and  other  oflB- 
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cers,  and  they  repair  to  their  posts  to  undertake 
their  duties.     The  people  of  Missouri  say,  you  are 
not  our  officers ;  we  will  not  be  ruled  by,  nor  will 
we  submit  to,  your  adjudication  on  our  rights. 
What  were  gentlemen  prepared  to  do?     Would 
they  shamefully  retreat,  and  permit  Missouri  to  be 
triumphant,  or  would  they  rally  an  army,  and  force 
submission  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  ?     What ! 
shed  the  blood  of  the  people  of  Missouri — your 
friends,  your  brothers — -because  they  contend  for 
the  right  of  self-government — for  being  Americans ! 
That  portion  of  the  States  that  think  Congress 
have  not  the  power  to  impose  restrictions  on  the 
people  of  Missouri  will  not  join  in  the  crusade,  nor 
will  they  suffer  Missouri  to  be  subdued :  because, 
if  she  falls  in  contending  against  the  principles  of 
the  restriction,  their  turn  will  next  come.   The  bay- 
onets of  Southern  and  Western  men  would  not 
reach  Southern  and  Western  hearts.     If  it  had 
been  foretold  by  any  one,  that  in  the  short  period  of 
thirty-three  years  after  the  adoption  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  that  in  America  the  spectacle  would 
have  been  exhibited  of  a  portion  of  the  people 
contending  for  the  right  of  self-government,  and 
the  right  was  to  them  denied,  he  would  not  only 
have  been  placed  among  the  false  prophets  of  the 
dajr,  but  would  have  been  called  a  madman,  if  not 
a  fool.     And  yet  such  was  the  melancholy  fact, 
and  that,  too,  gravely  contended  for  on  the  floor  of 
the  American  Congress  !     But  this  was  not  the 
only  danger,  if  the  doctrine  of  the  restrictionist  was 
carried  into  practice.     There  were  others,  that,  if 
not  so  immediately  obvious,  were  equally  certain ; 
one  was,  that,  under  this  latitude  of  construction. 
Congress  might  go  so  far  as  to  make  the  new 
Stales  depend  on  Congress  for  all  their   powers 
and  all  their  privileges.     New  States  thus  admit- 
ted might  in  the  end  enlist  on  the  side  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  and  swallow  up  the  old  States — 
producing  consolidation.     They  would  naturally 
feel  degraded,  and  entertain  at  least  a  disposition 
to  abridge  the  superior  privileges  of  other  States, 
and  reduce  them  to  a  level  with  themselves,  while 
the  other  side  would  present  a  view  of  the  great 
embarrassments  that  would  arise  in  defining  the 
proper  line  of  jurisdiction  among  a  confederation 
of  States,  not  possessing  the  same  powers  and 
privileges.    Jealousies  and  distrusts  must  follow 
such  a  state  of  things,  that  would  have  a  tendency 
to  disunion ;  nor  was  it  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
any  State  would  long  support  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, if  that  Government  interfered  with  its 
domestic  concerns. 

It  has  been  rightly  said  that  this  part  of  the 
Constitution  was  matter  of  compromise.  The 
framers  of  that  instrument  had  taken  special  care 
not  to  interfere  on  those  subjects  where  the  feelings 
and  interests  of  the  several  States  were  so  much 
at  variance.  Gentlemen,  however,  more  wise  than 
their  ancestors,  wished  to  do  that,  by  an  act  of 
general  legislation,  which  the  Constitution  had 
thought  most  prudent  to  leave  to  the  States  respec- 
tively. If  Missouri  was  not  to  have  the  right  of 
domestic  slavery,  from  whence  did  the  other  States 
m  the  Union  derive  the  right?  They  enjoyed  it  I 
before  the  Confederation ;  they  enjoyed  it  under  ' 


the  Confederation  ;  and  stipulated  for  its  duration 
and  preservation  under  the  Constitution  —  that 
Constitution  which  provided  for,  not  only  the 
States  thai  were  then  parties  thereto,  but  for  all 
other  new  States  that  Congress  might  thereafter 
admit  to  a  participation  in  the  compact. 

Mr.  S.  could  see  no  essential  diflerence  in  prin- 
ciple between  dictating  the  whole  or  any  part  of  a 
constitution  to  a  new  State,  and  the  alteration  or 
total  abolition  of  the  constitution  of  an  old  State; 
that  feature,  or  rather  that  silence  in  the  constitu- 
tions of  some  of  the  States,  which  permitted  the 
citizens  to  hold  slaves,  seemed  particularly  to  fall 
under  the  ban  of  gentlemen,  as  anti-republican. 
If  such  was  the  fact,  and  the  power  contended  for, 
in  relation  to  Missouri,  was  possessed,  why  not, 
at  one  dash,  blot  it  out  from  all  those  constitu- 
tions?    Why  not,  in  the  rage  for  universal  eman- 
j  cipation,  liberate  all  the  cufiees  of  the  nation  ; 
bring  them  to  the  hustings  ;  let  them  vote  ;  make 
I  them  alone,  or  in  part,  eligible  to  all  the  offices  in 
;  the  Government ;  place  them  under  the  canopy 
I  where  the  chairman  was  then  sitting;  fix  them  in 
■  the  judgment  seats ;  promote  intermarriages  ;  and 
I  make  us  one  people?     If  Congress  had  the  right 
I  to   abolish   slavery,  they  must   have   concurrent 
right  to  abolish  the  right  of  representation  attached 
I  to  them.     Why  did  not  gentlemen  go  the  whole? 
'  Why  fritter  down,  by  piecemeal,  the  rights  of  the 
slaveholding  States?     But  look  at  the  other  side 
I  of  this  mammoth  power.     He  desired  to  bring 
I  the  question  home  to  gentlemen.     A  member  from 
Ohio  (Mr.  Brush)  had  contended  that,  under  the 
8th  section  of  the  Constitution  that  gave  Congress 
the  power  "  to  provide  for  the  common  de^nce 
and  general  welfare,"  they  could  impose  the  restric- 
I  tion  on  Missouri,  because  he  had  assumed  it  for 
j  granted,  that,  to  limit  the  negroes  to  certain  lati- 
tudes, and  to  confine  them  within  certain  limits, 
!  would  be  promoting  the  common  defence  and  gen- 
!  eral  welfare.     Now,  what  would  contribute  to  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare  was  mere 
matter  of  opinion,  and  it  was  not  always  that  the 
means  used  produced  the  end ;  a  mistake  in  the 
one  was  sure  to  defeat  the  other,  and  it  appeared 
to  Mr.  S.  much  more  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
the  common  defence  was  weakened,  and  the  gen- 
eral welfare  much  more  endangered,  by  confining 
the  slaves  within  certain  districts,  condensing  their 
population,  and  enabling  them  to  act  in  concert, 
than  to  spread  them  over  a  vast  extent  of  territory, 
distributing  them  in  small  proportions  among  the 
whites,  and  thus  prevent  the  probability  of  insur- 
rection, from  a  want  of  capacity  to  concentrate 
their  forces.     If,  then,  an  occasional  majority  of 
Congress  had  the  right,  under  this  or  any  other 
clause  of  the  Constitution,  to  say  that,  in  their 
opinion,  it  promoted  the  common   defence  and 
general  welfare  that  slavery  should  not  exist  in 
certain  States  of  the  Union  ;  a  counter  majority, 
at  any  other  time,  under  the  same  clause  of  the 
Constitution,  would  have  the  power  to   declare 
that  it  comported  with   their  views  of  common 
defence  and  general  welfare  that  it  should  exist 
in  all  the  States,  and  that  the  non-slaveholding 
States  should  admit  slaves  within  their  borders, 
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under  pain  of  suspension  or  expulsion  from  the 
Union.    How  would  gentlemen  then  stand  affect- 
ed ?     Would  they  not  then  declare  against  this 
mighty  power,  exercised  upon  mere  speculation, 
•     whether  this  or  that  measure  promoted  the  com- 
mon defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  nation  ? 
In  point  of  fact  there  was  but  little,  if  any,  differ- 
ence between  taking  away,  or  forcing  upon,  any 
►     person  or  people  that  which  they  did  or  did  not 
want ;  each  was  equally  a  violation  of  their  rights. 
Governments  were  instituted  as  much  for  the 
protection  of  the  property  as  the  person  of  the 
governed.     So  sacred  was  this  principle  that,  in 
no  instance,  by  the  Constitution  of  the  land,  could 
private  property  be  taken,  even  for  public   use, 
without  compensation.     But  what  compensation 
was  offered  to  Missouri  for  this  privation  of  her 
rights?     What  remuneration  was  offered  to  the 
slaveholding  States,  who  had  an  equal  interest  in 
Missouri   with  the  non-slaveholding   States,  for 
this  deprivation  of  their  right  to  emigrate  to  that 
country  with  their  slaves  ?    Did  not  the  restriction 
take  from  this  portion  of  the  community  a  part  of 
their  interest  in  that  Territory,  and  diminish  the 
value  of  the  lands  they  had   already  purchased 
for  themselves  and  their  children  ?     In   fact,  it 
amounted  to  a  fraud  on  the  purchasers ;  the  lands 
had   been  .sold  while  certain  regulations  existed, 
that  induced  them  to  purchase,  and  to  pay  a  higher 
price  for  the  soil ;  but,  so  soon  as  Congress  reap 
the  advantages  of  these  false-pretences,  they  then, 
for  the  first  time,  foreclose  the  right  of  the  citizens  I 
to  take  with  them  their  hands  to  operate  on  the 
soil  which  they  purchased,  alone  with  that  view. 
Between  individuals  in  a  court  of  justice,  (if  there 
was  anv  justice  left  in  the  land,)  money,  paid  un- 
der such  circumstances,  could  be  recovered  back, 
and  the  enforcements  of  the  out-standing  payments 
be  enjoined.     By  the  Constitution  of  the  Union. 
Congress  could  pass  no  "  eu:  post  /ado  law,  or  bill 
of  attainder,  or  any  law  working  the  corruption  of 
blood,  or  forfeiture  of  property.'-     The  restriction 
m  question  was  ex  post  facto,  as  regarded  the  Mis- 
sourian,  because  it  divested  him  of  a  vested  right 
in  the  liberation  of  his  slaves  ;  it  was  ex  post  facto 
as  related  to  the  vested  right  that  the  purchaser  of 
land  acquired  at  the  time  of  purchase,  to  take  with 
him  to  the  country  any  description  of  property 
that  would  facilitate  the  improvement  and  culti- 
vation of  his  land.     Such  was  the  inducement  and 
reasonable  expectation  at  the  time  of  purchase. 
Let  the  restriction  become  a  law,  and  the  emi- 
grant would  stand  attainted  and  convicted  of  a 
crime  that  operated  a  forfeiture  of  his  property,  if 
he  removed  to  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  took  his 
slaves  with  him  ;  and  that  amendment  to  the  5th 
article  of  the  Constitution  which  declared  that  no 
person  should  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  pro- 
perty, without  due  course  of  law,  became  inoper- 
ative, and  the  citizen  was  divested  of  his  property 
without  Constitution,  or  law,  or  judge,  or  jury. 
Surely  gentlemen  were  wrong  when  they  sought 
refuge  for  the  power  to  impose  this  restriction 
under  that  portion  of  the  Constitution  that  au- 
thorized Congress   to  "regulate  the  intercourse 
between  the  several  States,  and  between  the  Uni- 


ted States  and  foreign  Governments."  Missouri 
was  not  yet  any  portion  of  a  foreign  Government; 
and  the  right  to  make  regulations  between  the 
several  States,  was  essentially  different  from  mak- 
ing a  restriction  or  regulation  in  respect  to  one 
particular  State.  When  Congress  acted  between 
the  several  States,  they  had  an  eye  to  something 
like  reciprocity  ;  but  here  there  was  none— all  the 
advantages  and  privileges  were  taken  from  Mis- 
souri, and  none  given  in  exchange. 

By  the  principles  of  the  Revolution  Missouri 
could  not  be  taxed  without  a  representation  and 
her  own  consent,  yet  she  had  been  taxed  during 
the  late  war,  and  had  most  cheerfully  furnished 
her  quota  of  men  and  of  money,  without  murmur- 
ing or  exhibiting  one  symptom  of  discontent.  So 
much  for  a  people's  surrendering  the  smallest  por- 
tion of  their  rights.  Gentlemen,  presuming  on 
their  patriotism  and  love  of  country,  were  now,  in 
continuation,  about  to  tax  them  out  of  their  rights 
and  privileges,  and  leave  them  without  the  means 
of  redress. 

Mr.  S.  would  ask  gentlemen  whether  the  people 
of  Missouri  were  to  be  considered  free  and  indepen- 
dent before  the  formation  of  their  constitution 
and  admission  into  the  Union?  or,  whether  they 
became  free  and  independent  only  after  their  ad- 
mission as  a  State?  If  they  became  free  and  in- 
dependent alone  by  the  act  of  admission,  then  it 
would  follow  that  they  were  not  competent  to 
form  a  constitution,  because  they  did  not  possess 
the  free  will  and  sovereignty  that  was  essential  to 
such  an  act;  and  as  the  General  Government 
was  confederated,  and  formed  by  compact,  Mis- 
souri could  not  be  considered, capable  of  entering 
into  the  compactive  Union  hjecause  she  was  not 
a  free  agent.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  Missouri 
was  to  be  considered  as  free  and  independent  be- 
fore she  formed  a  constitution  and  was  admitted 
into  th«'  Union,  how  was  she  to  lose  that  independ- 
ence after  her  constitution  was  formed  ?  The 
case  had  already  been  supposed,  that  Missouri, 
having  formed  her  constitution,  proceeded  to  her 
operations  as  a  State;  he  would  now  put  it  to 
gentlemen  in  another  shape,  and  inquire  if  they 
did  not  intend  to  use  force,  to  what  other  descrip- 
tion of  process  they  would  resort  to  effect  a  repeal 
of  the  charter  of  Missouri  ?  A  quo  warranto  had 
been  named.     What!  declare  Missouri  out  of  the 

fjale  of  the  Constitution,  not  amenable  to  your 
aws,  not  a  member  of  the  federal  family,  and  con- 
sequently, not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  your 
courts ;  and  yet  to  issue,  from  one  of  those  very 
courts,  a  qtto  warranto,  to  inquire  by  what  authority 
the  people  exercised  the  right  of  self-government? 
Mr.  S.  said  that  if  it  was  reserved  for  him  to  make 
a  return  to  that  writ  he  would  endorse  upon  it  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  and  reply  that  the 
right  was  from  God.  Gentlemen  would  find,  that, 
if  such  an  unhappy  state  of  things  was  produced 
by  the  restriction,  it  would  be  necessary  to  issue 
some  other  description  of  process  to  deprive  that 
people  of  their  ri^ht  of  self-government. 

It  certainly  did  not  require  any  argument  to 
prove  that  Congress  could  not  incorporate  a  people 
and  make  them  a  State  without  their  consent,  and 
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if  they  could  not,  it  followed  that  the  converse  of 
the  proposition  was  true,  that  it  was  their  own 
free  will  and  consent  that  made  them  a  State, 
and  not  the  act  of  Congress.  Members,  however, 
had  taken  the  other  ground,  and  had  argued  as 
though  the  law  in  debate  was  to  constitute  the 
State  of  Missouri ;  but  the  manner  of  its  applica- 
tion was  indeed  very  singular — it  was  thus :  That 
if  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  made  in  pursuance 
of  this  law,  turned  out  to  suit  Congress,  then  the 
State  and  the  people  were  to  be  considered  as  ex 
post  facto  ijuiependent,  but  if  that  constitution,  on 
presentation,  was  not  palatable,  then,  this  Ur/er- 
dernain  policy  did  not  attach  to  the  condition  of 
Missouri,  and  she  was  to  be  considered  as  not  hav- 
ing acted  at  all.  The  same  laws  and  principles  of 
eternal  justice,  that  ought  to  regulate  individuals 
in  their  private  transactions,  ought  also  to  be  re- 
garded by  States  and  nations ;  one  of  the^e  was, 
that  a  bond  or  an  indenture,  entered  into  under 
duress,  was  not  binding  on  the  party.  By  a  parity 
of  reasoning,  was  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution 
under  the  ban  of  the  nation,  would  it  be  binding 
on  her  after  admission  ? 

If  the  ground  taken  by  gentlemen,  practically 
speaking,  DC  correct,  that  all  negroes  and  their  in- 
crease are  naturally  free,  why  dragoon  Missouri 
into  a  Constitutional  acknowlfdgment  of  the  fact  ? 
Why  make  them  declare  what  the  law  of  nature 
had  already  declared  ?  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
attitude  assumed  be  indefeasible,  why  enact  a  re- 
striction that  the  State  could  turn  round  and  re- 
peal? Why  produce  such  an  unpleasant  collision 
between  the  Federal  and  State  authorities .?  It  was, 
indeed,  matter  of  regret  to  see  gentlemen  persevere 
in  spending  their  time  and  the  people's  money  m 
legislating  to  no  eflfect,  as  though  thev  were  ie- 
puted  here  to  rivet,  either  by  direct  or  indirect 
means,  the  shackles  on  a  portion  of  their  fellow- 
citizens.  Missouri  did  not  intend,  by  any  act  of 
hers,  to  furnish  the  argument,  that  she  had  con- 
sented to  remain  in,  or  to  return  to  vassalage.  And 
was  she  to  meet  and  form  a  constitution  under 
such  circumstances,  and  then,  at  any  subsequent 
period,  to  attempt  to  alter  the  restriction,  or  shake 
off  this  odious  badge  of  degradation  and  distrust, 
the  advocates  of  the  measure  would  then  say,  that, 
whether  they  had  the  right  to  impose  the  restric- 
tion or  not,  Missouri  had  consented  to  it;  that  the 
people  had  voluntarily  entered  into  tenns;  and 
that  the^  and  all  posterity  were  bound  on  the  sub- 
ject. This  would  be  an  unwarrantable,  if  not  an 
unworthy  exercise  of  power  and  cunning,  on  the 
one  hand,  against  a  supposed  weakness  and  sim- 
plicity on  the  other.  This,  in  fact,  would  only  be 
a  supposition ;  for  a  people  contending  for  their 
rights  were  always  strong. 

It  was  his  duty  to  apprize  gentlemen  of  the  true 
slate  of  the  case.  He  owed  it  to  the  people  he 
represented,  to  speak  their  sentiments  and  their  de- 
terminations, of  which  he  was  well  advised ;  and 
he  owed  it  to  the  Representatives  of  the  nation  to 
tell  them  the  truth,  however  rash  it  might  be  deem- 
ed, because  the  people  they  represented  might  one 
day  bleed  in  contending  for  and  against  this  re- 
striction.    But  the  uuth  was,  that,  although  the 
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people  of  Missouri  were  accustomed  to  look  to 
Congress  for  many  laws,  and  as  the  dispensers  of 
all  good,  they  had  not  lost  the  dignity  ot  their  na- 
tures  any  more  than  the  citizens  ol  States,  who 
I  were  accustomed  to  look  to  their  own  States  for 
i  supreme  authority.   The  independence  of  that  peo- 
ple could  only  be  taken  from  them  by  conquest  or 
consent — he  did  not  deny  the  power  of  the  Gene- 
ral Grovernment  to  conquer  or  compel  submission, 
but  consent  to  this  restriction  they  never  would. 
I  They  would  not  acknowledge  that  independence 
j  was  not  their  birthright  with  others.     Had  the 
I  Territory  of  Missouri  sufficient  physical  strength 
i  to  jxssert  her  rights,  no  attempt  would  then  be  made 
to  impose  this  or  any  other  restriction;  her  ap- 
proach to  good  fellowship  and  the  Union  would 
be  hailed  from  afar;  she  would  be  greeted  with 
smiles,  and  not  laughed  to  scorn. 

The  authority  now  contended  for  would  give 
the  equal  right  to  distribute  and  regulate  all  the 
powers  of  the  internal  government  of  Missouri. 
Under  this  alarming  latitude  of  construction,  Con- 
gress might  give  to  the  rulers  of  the  Slate  all  the 
powers,  and  produce  an  aristocracy,  or  they  might 
reserve  to  the  people  all  authority,  and  yield  an 
arrogant  mobocracy  ;  indeed,  what  might  they  not 
do  in  the  moments  of  mistaken  philanthropy  and 
misguided  zeal  for  liberty  and  equality?  Gentle- 
men might  not  only  prohibit  the  further  introduc- 
tion of  slaves  into  Missouri ;  they  might  not  only 
emancipte  all  those  that  were"  now  there,  but 
they  might  violate  the  most  sacred  principles  of 
the  Constitution,  and  establish  a  standard  religion ; 
for  it  was  but  one  step  from  the  violation  of  the 
rights  of  property  to  the  violation  of  the  rights  of  > 
conscience.  -^-^ 

Mr.  S.  said,  that  this  was  not  a  question  "whe- 
ther slavery  should  exist,"  but  merely  where  should 
the  slaves,  now  in  America,  lie  p<'rraitted  to  rcMde  ? 
The  mistake  of  this  proposition  seemed  to  have 
measurably  produced  all  this  contention  and  strife. 
Was  this  an  original  question,  whether  we  should 
subject  a  portion  of  our  fellow  beings  to  a  state  of 
servitude  and  degradation,  he  believed  that  the 
people  of  Missouri,  from  their  innate  love  of  lib- 
erty, equality,  and  independence,  would  be  amongy 
the  first  to  declare  against  the  principle.     But  the 
absolute  condition  of  that  description  of  persons 
did  exist,  and  actually  had  existed  long  beforecven 
the  first  settlements  were  formed  in  Missouri ;  and 
if  there  were  any  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
holding  that  description  of  property,  the  people  of 
Missouri,  as  citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  had  the 
right,  in  common  with  others.     Congress,  in  de- 
ciding that  they  should  not  be  introduced,  as  one 
of  the  species  of  property  under  our  Constitution 
and  laws,  were  doing  that  section  of  country  a 
wrong,  because  it  placed  them,  in  powers  and  priv- 
ileges, below  other  States  in  the  Union;  and  when 
a  wrong  was  meditated  on  any  pet)ple  they  alone 
were  the  judges;  such  had  been  the  current  doc- 
trine, and  so  considered  by  the  United  States  them- 
selves, when  they  determined  on  that  course  with 
regard  to  Great  Britain,  which  led  to  American 
independence.     If  gentlemen  were  not  predeter- 
mined to  fix  this  restriction  on  Missouri,  and  would 
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take  the  trouble  to  mount  up  to  first  principles, 
they  would  find  that  it  was  not  a  mere  question  of 
power,  growing  out  of  the  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution, but  that  there  was  another  law,  para- 
mount to  all  written  rules  and  regulations,  that 

operated  on  and  controlled  the  question it  was 

the  law  of  man  ;  it  was  his  eternal  and  indefeasi- 
ble right  to  self-government.     It  was  an  idle  cal- 
culation to  believe  that  the  State  of  Missouri  would 
lose  sight  of  this  law  of  man  in  adjusting  their 
constitution  or  contending  for  their  rights.     It  was 
true  that  the  people  of  Missouri  had  been  a  long 
time  in  pupilage  and  wardship,  but  they  had  never 
been  m  bondage.     Although  derived  from  Spain, 
the  citizens  were  not  the  poor  remnant  of  Spanish 
despotism— the  great  portion  of  them  had  been 
in  a  land  of  libertv;  they  are  your  relations,  your 
friends,  your  brothers;  each  State  in  the  Union 
had  some  interest  there ;  and  they  were  freemen, 
who  knew  how  to  appreciate,  maintain,  and  defend' 
their  rights.     A  maxim  might  with  great  propri- 
ety be  here  applied  ;  it  was,  that  whenever  illegal 
or  improper  objects  were  to  be  attained,  that  they 
drove  the  supporters  of  them  to  improper  and  ille- 
gal means  to  effect  the  object.     The  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  although  deemed  omnipotent,  never 
had,  in   reference  to  the  colonics,  attempted  any 
thing  that  would  bear  a  comparison  with  this  re- 
striction, though  the  powers  of  Congress  were  ex- 
press, limited,  and  defined.   The  force  of  precedent 
had  been  illustrated  in  the  course  of  this  debate. 
Let  this  restriction  prevail,  and  then  States  beware! 
for  It  was  thus  that  a  tyrant,  about  to  subjugate 
the  liberties  of  a  people,  selected  an  obscure  indi- 
vidual, whose  fate  would  excite  no  alarm,  and,  in 
his  destruction    fixed  an  example,  to  which,  in 
turn,  the  most  lordly  were  taught  to  bow.     And 
thus  Congress  selected  a  distant  and  feeble  Terri- 
tory, whose  murmurs  could  be  but  indistinctly 
heard,  just  o'er  the  verge  of  Heaven;  and  in  the 
sacrifice  of  its  rights,  and  prostration  of  its  author- 
ity, established  a  precedent  that  saps  the  foundation 
of  State  authority,  and  produces  consolidation,  or, 
in  the  end,  disunion. 

Mr.  S.  remarked  that  he  had  much  more  to  say, 
but,  from  indisposition  and  exhaustion,  was  unable 
to  proceed  ;  the  Committee  were  also  fatigued ;  the 
question  of  expedience  and  other  topics  he  had  left 
entirely  untouched ;  but,  from  the  labored  and  able 
investigation  the  subject  had  received,  he  was 
willing  to  trust  the  rights,  the  happiness,  the  fate 
of  Missouri,  with  the  House.  Her  present  pros- 
perity and  future  greatness  depended  on  the  deci- 
sion ;  if  gentlemen  could  take  the  power,  he  en- 
treated thcrn  not  to  exercise  it ;  the  affections  of 
the  people  of  Missouri  had  been  put  to  many  severe 
trials  in  the  course  of  eighteen  years,  but  they  could 
not  endure  forever;  and  he  appealed  to  gentle- 
rnen's  unquestionable  knowledge  of  right,  and  na- 
tive love  of  justice,  not  to  add  this  restriction  to 
the  list  of  grievances  of  that  people. 

Mr.  Meigs,  of  New  York,  spoke  for  some  time 
against  restriction. 

Mr.  Adams,  of  Massachusetts,  made  a  few  re- 
marks in  favor  of  the  restriction. 
Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  said  he  should  not 


have  ventured  to  trespass  further  on  the  time  of 
the  Committee  if  his  objections  to  the  proposed 
amendment,  particularly  as  to  its  expediency,  had 
been  anticipated  by  those  who  had  gone  before  him 
m  the  debate.  There  is,  indeed,  said  he,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, something  peculiar  in  every  man's  views  of 
the  subject,  who  exercises  his  own  powers  of  re- 
flection, and  it  is  only  by  looking  at  it  under  these 
different  phases  that  we  can  form  a  just  estimate 
of  lis  bearings  and  dimensions.  I  am  the  more 
desirous  of  speaking  on  the  policy  of  the  proposed 
restricUon,  because  a  distinguished  member  from 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Sebgeaivt)  has  said  that  Vir- 
ginia had  no  interest  in  this  question.  Sir,  I  think 
I  can  show,  to  every  unprejudiced  mind,  that  it 
threatens,  not  only  the  peace  and  welfare  of  Vir- 
ginia, m  common  with  all  the  slaveholdmg  States 
but  their  very  political  existence.  * 

Before  I  consider  the  constitutionality  of  this 
restriction,  I  beg  leave  to  say  a  word  on  the  sub- 
ject of  precedents.  The  member  from  Pennsyl- 
vania who  spoke  yesterday,  (Mr.  Baldwin,)  has, 
perhaps,  rendered  it  unnecessary  that  I  should  ad- 
dress you  on  this  topic.  He  has  shown,  by  argu- 
ments which  it  would  be  difficult  to  answer,  that 
the  precedents  on  which  the  supporters  of  the 
amendment  so  much  rely,  either  have  no  applica- 
tion, or,  if  closely  examined,  disprove  the  existence 
of  the  power  now  claimed  for  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States.  But,  sir,  suppose  these  precedents 
to  be  of  a  different  character,  what  is  their  au- 
thority ? 

The  effect  of  precedent,  in  a  Constitutional 
tiuestion,  seems  to  be  derived  from  the  presumptioA 


that  those  who  have  made  the  decision  have  heard 
the  arguments  for  and  against  the  power  sought  to 
be  exercised,  and  have,  after  due  deliberation,  de- 
cided. But,  when  we  know  that  this  presumption 
IS  not  the  fact,  and  that  the  power  in  question  has 
hitherto  been  exercised  without  controversy  or  ex- 
amination, I  think  that  precedents  of  this  sort  are 
entitled  to  little  or  no  weight,  and  that  those  who 
deny  the  existence  of  the  power  have  a  right  to 
ask  those  who  assert  it  to  point  out  that  particular 
part  of  the  Constitution  from  which  it  is  derived. 
The  advocates  qf  the  amendment  have  virtually 
admitted  the  reasonableness  of  this  claim,  as,  while 
they  have  insisted  on  the  force  of  precedents,  they 
have  durectly  inferred  the  power  they  contend  for 
by  arguments  drawn  from  the  Constitution  itself. 

In  the  examination  of  this  doctrine,  I  shall 
confine  myself  to  that  clause  of  the  Constitution 
which  speaks  of  the  admission  of  new  States; 
for,  although  other  parts  of  that  instrument  have 
also  been  referred  to,  in  support  of  the  restriction, 
yet,  every  gentleman  on  that  side  of  the  question 
has  laid  the  chief  stress  of  his  argument  on  this 
clause,  and  some  have  relied  on  it  altogether. 
They  contend  that  the  right  in  Congress  to  admit 
new  States  into  the  Union  implies  the  right  to  re- 
fuse admission.  This,  I  agree,  is  a  fair  implica- 
tion. But  they  further  insist,  that  the  right  to  ad- 
mit or  reject  implies  the  right  to  impose  terms  on 
admission,  and  they  support  their  position  by  the 

legal  maxim,  cujus  est  dare  ejus  est  disponere he 

who  can  give  may  regulate  his  gift ;  may  say  how 
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he  gives.  Sir,  this  is  not  true,  even  in  municipal 
law.  If  there,  be  a  gnrant  in  fee  simple,  on  condi- 
tion that  the  grantee  shall  not  alien,  the  condition 
b  void  for  repugnancy,  and  the  grant  is  absolute  ; 
so,  also,  of  a  condition  in  violation  of  law  or  against 
its  policy. 

But  the  rule  is  still  less  true  in  Constitutional 
jurisprudence.  It  may  sometimes  be  expedient  to 
give  the  power  of  rejection,  and  to  refuse  that  of 
admitting  on  condition.  The  one  may  be  deemed 
safe  and  salutary;  the  other,  inexpedient  and  dan- 
gerous. Examples  of  this  sort  are  frequent  in  our 
Constitution.  Thus,  the  President  may  approve 
or  reject  a  law,  but  he  cannot  propose  amendments. 
It  is  true,  he  has  but  a  qualified  veto ;  but,  in  those 
cases  in  which  a  law  has  passed  by  a  majority  of 
both  Houses,  but  with  less  than  a  majoity  of  two- 
thirds,  the  argument  is  the  same  as  if  his  negative 
were  absolute.  I  appeal  to  every  member  of  the 
Committee,  whether,  if  the  President  possessed  the 
power  of  making  amendments,  it  would  not  be  a 
greater  power  than  that  of  absolute  rejection  ?  The 
one  has  been  exercised  but  two  or  three  times  since 
the  formation  of  the  Government ;  the  other  would 
be  a  matter  of  daily  recurrence.  Thus,  too,  in  the 
constitution  of  Virginia,  the  Senate  has  the  un- 
conditional power  of  rejecting  money  bills,  but 
not  the  power  of  amending  them.  And,  in  like 
manner,  it  would  be  a  less  power  to  refuse  the  ad- 
mission of  a  new  State  absolutely,  than,  by  taking 
advantage  of  its  anxiety  to  come  into  the  UnioiT, 
to  mould  its  constitution,  in  a  great  degree,  ac- 
cording to  the  pleasure  of  Congress.  The  power 
of  annexing  conditions,  then,  being  a  different,  and 
not,  necessarily,  an  inferior  power,  the  one  is  not 
included  with  the  other. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  power  of  admitting 
new  Slates  into  the  Union  does  not  give  Congress 
the  right  of  imposing  conditions  at  discretion,  still 
less  does  it  give  the  right  of  imposing  conditions 
repugnant  to  the  great  principles  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. We  cannot,  without  the  grossest  absurdity, 
infer  from  that  charter  a  power  to  effect  its  own 
destruction.  To  do  this,  would  be  to  make  the 
implied  power  greater  than  the  express  ;  the  crea- 
ture greater  than  the  creator.  But  the  power  of 
imposing  the  purposed  restriction  on  the  State  of 
Missouri  is  thus  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution. 

In  the  first  place,  it  would  alter  the  proportion 
of  power  between  the  General  Government  and 
the  individual  States.  Theessenceof  our  complex 
Government  consists  as  much  in  this  proportion 
as  in  any  thing  else.  If  Congress  possessed  more 
municipal  powers,  ours  would  be  more  a  consoli- 
dated Government ;  if  a  less  portion,  it  would  more 
resemble  the  old  Confederacy.  This  proportion  of 
power  is  as  much  disturbed  by  lessening  the  power 
of  the  States  as  by  increasing  that  of  the  United 
States,  The  effect  is  the  same  whether  you  take 
out  of  one  scale  or  put  into  the  other :  in  both 
cases  the  balance  established  by  the  Constitution 
IS  destroyed. 

Sir,  if  you  have  the  right  of  imposing  one  con- 
dition, not  expressly  prohibited,  you  have  the  right 
of  imposing  another.  Suppose,  then,  that  Con- 
gress should  reserve  to  itself  the  right  of  defining 


and  punishing  crimes  in  the  new  State,  or  the 
regulation  of  its  landed  property,  or  a  negative 
on  all  its  laws,  would  not  the  possession  of  these 
extensive  municipal  powers  completely  change 
the  character  of  this  Government/  I  would  fur- 
ther observe,  that  this  power  must  appear  to  be 
the  more  dangerous,  when  we  recollect  how 
large  a  part  of  our  territory  west  of  the  Mississippi 
is  yet  to  be  laid  off  into  new  States,  and  that  every 
new  State  which  enters  into  the  Union,  with  re- 
strictions on  its  sovereignty,  as  was  well  argued  by 
agentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.LowNDEs,) 
becomes  at  once  an  example  and  an  advocate  for 
further  restrictions  on  others.  In  this  way,  that 
Constitution,  whose  component  parts  were  so  cau- 
tiously adjusted  and  so  skilfully  balanced,  would 
be  eflectually  destroyed. 

It  is  no  answer  to  this  argument  to  say  that  such 
an  exertion  of  power  as  I  have  supposed  is  highly 
improbable.  In  expounding  a  Constitution,  it  is 
perfectly  fair  to  test  the  correctness  of  a  principle 
by  extreme  cases.  Besides,  the  framers  of  the 
Federal  Constitution  have  endeavored  to  guard, 
not  only  against  probable  dangers,  but  also  against 
remote  possibilities.  They  have  prohibited  both 
the  United  Slates  and  the  several  States  from 
pssing  any  bill  of  attainder,  than  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  settled  principles  of  criminal  law  at  the 
present  day,  nothing  was  more  improbable.  Thus, 
too,  there  is  a  similar  prohibition  against  the  grant 
of  any  title  of  nobility.  Surely,  when  we  consider 
that  this  institution  originated  in  the  days  of  feudal 
barbarism,  and  recollect  how  much  the  genius  of 
our  people,  their  habits  and  laws,  all  lavor  an 
equality  of  rights,  it  must  be  admitted  that  nothing 
but  a  determination  to  guard  against  the  most 
distant  and  improbable  dangers  could  have  dicta- 
ted such  a  provision. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  proposed  restriction  is  also 
inconsistent  with  the  P'ederal  Constitution,  because 
it  is  irrepealable.  The  framers  of  our  form  of 
Government  knew  that,  in  the  vicissitudes  which 
time  is  ever  bringing  about  in  human  affairs,  pro- 
visions should  be  made  for  correspondent  changes, 
not  only  in  our  laws,  but  in  the  Constitution  itself. 
Accordingly,  there  is  no  rule  of  action,  whether 
it  be  prescribed  for  individuals,  for  the  States,  or 
the  Federal  Government,  which  may  not  be  legal- 
ly changed.  Sir,  this  restriction  would  either  be 
an  act  of  ordinary  legislation,  or  a  fundamental 
law.  If  it  be  a  mere  legislative  enactment,  it  may 
be  abrogated  by  our  successors:  the  clause  whica 
declares  it  irrepealable  may  be  itself  repealed.  If 
it  be  a  fundamental  law,  then  we  cannot  pass  it. 
In  either  case,  by  attempting  to  impose  an  irre- 
pealable condition  on  the  people  of  Missouri,  we 
attempt  to  exercise  a  power  which  the  Constitu- 
tion has  denied  us. 

In  support  of  these  extraordinary  doctrines,  the 
advocates  of  the  amendment  have  found  it  neces- 
sary to  draw  a  distinction  between  the  rights  of 
the  thirteen  original  States  and  those  subsequently 
admitted.  But  the  Constitution  recognises  no  sucn 
principle;  and  it  would  be  not  more  an  invidious 
discrimination  than  it  is  repugnant  to  the  common 
sense  of  mankind.     Allow  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  by 
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way  of  illustration,  to  put  a  case  familiar  to  all. 
Let  us  suppose  a  voluntary  association  of  indi- 
viduals, for  purposes  of  business  or  amusement, 
who  form  certain  rules  for  the  government  of  their 
society,  or  club;  and  that  one  of  these  provides  for 
the  admission  of  new  members.  When  a  new 
member  is  admitted,  we  know  that  he  is  placed,  in 
all  respects,  upon  the  same  footing  as  the  former 
members,  unless,  indeed,  some  previous  rule  war- 
ranted a  distinction,  or  a  new  rule  is  made  for  that 
purpose.  Now,  the  Constitution  is  precisely  such 
a  set  of  rules  for  the  association  or  confederacy  of 
States,  It  is  not  pretended  that  it  makes  any  dis- 
tinction between  its  new  and  its  old  members  ;  and 
a  new  rule  cannot  be  made  by  yoUj  but  solely  by 
the  people.  I  will  here  take  occasion  to  observe, 
Mr.  Chairman,  that,  in  expounding  the  Constitu- 
tion, I  think  we  should  be  cautious  of  introducing 
too  much  subtlety  and  refinement  in  our  reasoning; 
both  because  tBat  instrument  is  made  in  the  name 
of  the  people,  and  because  the  people  are,  in  some 
form  or  other,  its  final  expounders.  Simple,  direct, 
and  manly  reasoning,  conforming  as  much  as 
possible  to  the  common  sense  of  mankind,  gives 
us  at  once  the  just  rule  of  construction,  and  the 
only  one  which,  in  great  cases,  is  likely  to  be  car- 
ried into  effect. 

Gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  however,  by  way 
of  parrying  the  force  of  these  objections,  have 
urged  that,  though  the  proposed  restriction  may 
not  be  void  as  a  condition  imposed,  it  may  be 
valid  as  a  compact  agreed  to.  But  if,  as  has  been 
shown,  new  restrictions  on  the  power  of  States 
would  alter  the  essential  character  of  the  Govern- 
ment, then  you  can  no  more  consent  with  another 
to  impose  these  restrictions,  than  you  can  impose 
them  by  your  sole  legislative  will.  You  cannot 
aid  in  doing  that  indirectly,  which  you  are  forbid- 
den to  do  directly.  With  the  limited  power  del- 
egated to  you  by  the  charter  which  created  you, 
you  never  can  rightfully  assume  the  power  of  de- 
stroying that  charier,  or  of  assenting  to  its  destruc- 
tion. Besides,  there  must  be  a  third  party  to  such 
a  contract,  and  the  most  material  party,  too,  (I 
mpan  the  people,)  before  il  can  be  binding. 

But,  again,  sir,  in  every  contract,  both  parties 
must  be  bound,  or  neither ;  and  the  people  compos- 
ing the  proposed  State  of  Missouri  cannot  bind 
future  geneiaiions  by  a  compact  of  this  character. 
An  honorable  member  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Sergeant,)  by  way  of  obviating  this  difficulty, 
has  mainly  contended,  that  a  State  may,  by  the 
compact,  part  with  portions  of  its  sovereignly,  and 
he  cited  several  instances  of  such  an  exercise  of 
power.  But  that  gentleman  did  not,  with  his 
usual  perspicacity,  advert  to  the  distinction  be- 
tween two  very  diffc'rcnt  exertions  of  sovereign 
power;  acts  which  are  complete  of  themselves, 
and  rults  of  action.  The  one  looks  to  the  present 
and  the  past,  the  other  to  the  future.  Thus,  a 
.sovereign  Stale  may,  by  expending  money,  alienat- 
ing t.rritory,  declaring  war,  and  the  like,  do  that 
which  it  can  niither  recall  nor  control;  but,  by 
such  acts  the  State  may  be  said  to  exercise  its 
sovereignty,  rather  than  to  part  with  it ;  and  it 
will  be  found  that  the  examples  given  by  the  hon- 


'  orable  member  were  of  this  character.  But,  as  to 
the  rules  of  action,  whether  they  be  prescribed  to 
the  legislature  for  the  future  conduct  of  the  citizen 
or  by  the  people  for  themselves,  I  had  supposed 
that,  in  this  country  at  least,  these  might  always 
rightfully  be  abrogated  or  changed.  Sir,  if  there  be 
any  political  principle  deemed  fundamental  among 
us  ;  if  there  be  one  on  which  the  American  Revolu- 
tion rests  for  itsjuslification,  or  the  right  of  self-gov- 
ernment for  its  security,  it  is,  that  no  generation  can 
make  laws  or  constitutions  that  are  binding  on  their 
posterity.  And  this  amendment,  turn  it  as  you 
will,  is  an  attempt  to  make  a  constitution  by  law, 
and  to  make  that  law  unchangeable. 

The  same  gentleman,  as  well  as  his  colleague 
who  preceded  him,  (Mr.  Hemphill,)  contended 
that  the  proposed  restriction  would  not  impair  the 
rights  of  Missouri ;  for,  said  they,  slavery  is  con- 
fessedly an  evil  and  an  injustice,  and  a  State  can- 
not claim  a  right  to  do  wrong.  Here,  too,  the 
gentlemen  have  not  exercised  their  wonted  powers 
of  discrimination.  They  confound  political  with 
moral  restraints;  power  wiih  right;  the  oossession 
of  the  power  with  the  virtuous  exercise  ot  it.  Thus, 
to  illustrate  the  difference,  every  man  has  the  pow- 
er of  regulating  the  concerns  of  his  own  family  as 
he  pleases,  if  he  violate  not  the  laws  of  the  land. 
He  may  be  very  capricious  and  tyrannical,  and, 
no  doubt,  often  is  so ;  but,  while  he  thus  violates 
moral  right,  he  has  the  power,  not  merely  physi- 
cal, but  political,  of  thus  acting.  This  is  what  is 
called  an  abuse  of  power;  and,  in  that  sense,  a  . 
man  may  properly  be  said  to  have  a  right,  that  is, 
the  legal  power,  to  do  wrong, 

I  will  not  detain  the  Committee  by  objections 
to  the  amendment  derived  from  the  Louisiana 
Treaty,  especially  as  the  arguments  which  had 
occurred  to  me  on  this  topic  have  already  been 
urged  by  other  gentlemen.  I  will,  therefore,  pro- 
ceed to  examine  the  policy  of  the  proposed  restric- 
tion. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  view  I  have  taken  of  the 
consequences  of  this  restriction  compels  me  to  re- 
gard this  as  the  most  important  branch  of  the 
question  before  us.  I  have  seen,  by  ingenious  and 
refined  constructions  of  the  Constitution,  measures 
pursued  by  each  of  the  great  parties  which  have 
ruled  the  destinies  of  this  nation,  thai  were  sup- 
posed, by  a  large  majority  of  the  community,  to 
have  violated  the  meaning  of  that  charter.  Such 
occasions  have  indeed  always'produced  great  party 
heat  and  animosity,  and  interrupted,  in  no  small 
degree,  the  harmony  of  social  intercourse.  After 
a  while,  however,  these  feelings  have  passed  away. 
The  wounds  they  created  were  healed,  and  their 
causes  forgotten.  But,  if  you  persist  in  this  restrc- 
tion,  it  is  not  for  human  foresight  to  estimate  the 
sum  of  its  future  mischiefs.  I  beg  leave  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  some  of  the 
most  obvious. 

It  is,  in  the  first  place,  Mr.  Chairman,  no  small 
objection  to  the  exercise  of  this  power,  that  it  is 
unpalatable  to  the  people  on  whom  it  is  to  operate. 
In  the  other  instances  which  have  bee  )  produced, 
in  which  conditions  have  been  attached  to  the  ad- 
mission of  new  States,  these  conditions  have  been 


1531 


HISTOIlt  OF  CONGRESS. 


1532 


H.  or  R. 


i 


AdmiMion  of  MiswurL 


February,  1820. 


entirely  acceptable  to  the  States  admitted,  and 
such  as  they  would  voluntarily  have  imposed  on 
themselves.  But  the  present  is  the  first  occasion 
in  which  this  Government  has  attempted  to  impose 
unwelcome  conditions  on  a  new  State.  The  peo- 
ple of  Missouri  can  see  no  reason  why  they  should 
be  treated  with  this  unwonted  rigor.  To  tell  them 
that  this  restriction  is  for  their  benefit,  is  to  add 
mockery  to  unkindness. 

Sir,  they  claim  the  privilege,  which  every  free- 
man asserts,  of  being  the  best  and  the  sole  judge 
of  what  suits  them.  They  say,  that  all  your  ar- 
guments, derived  from  morality,  religion,  or  local 
policy,  should  be  left  to  themselves,  and  that, 
while  you  affect  to  receive  them  as  equals  you  are 
dictating  to  them  as  children  ;  or  that  you  your- 
selves manifest  a  distrust  of  these  arguments  by 
your  wishing  to  enforce  them  with  Constitutional 
provisions.  Sir,  they  are  just  such  men  as  your- 
selves ;  they  were  a  part  of  yourselves,  and  they 
would  be  unworthy  the  name  of  American  if  they 
did  not  feel  this  condition  as  a  degradation.  On 
the  policy  of  introtJucing  slaves,  I  understand 
they  are  somewhat  divided  in  Missouri,  as  else- 
where. Many  of-lhem,  contemplating  the  moral 
and  political  effects  of  domestic  slavery,  are  op- 
posed to  its  further  extension.  Were  I  there,  I 
should  probably  be  one  of  this  number.  But,  on 
the  power  of  Congress  to  impose  the  restriction, 
I  learn  that  there  is  but  one  sentiment.  They 
consider  it  a  common  cause,  which  they  are  bound, 
upon  everv  principle  of  self-respect,  to  oppose ; 
and  they  already  assimilate  your  conduct  towards 
them  to  those  oppressions  of  Great  Britain  towards 
her  colonies  which  finally  produced  their  inde- 
pendence. 

Putting  aside  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri, is  It  not  a  solid  objection  to  this  restriction  I 
that  your  power  to  impose  it  is  doubtful  and  con- 1 
tested?     However  thoroughly  gentlemen   on   the 
other  side  may  be  persuaded  that  Congress  pos- 
sesses this  power,  they  must  know  that  a  large  j 
portion  of  the  United   States  are  as  thoroughly  i 
persuaded  that  it  does  not ;  that,  on  this  question,  ! 
there  is    entire    unanimity    in   the  slaveholding  | 
States;  and  that,  with  all  the  motives  to  an  oppo-  ! 
site  unanimity  in  the  other  States,  there  is,  among  I 
them,  as  well  as  among  their  Representatives  in  , 
this   House,    considerable    diversity   of   opinion.  \ 
They  must  also  recollect,  that,  though  the.se  cir-  j 
cumstances  do  not  produce  conviction,  they  must 
produce  some  doubt,  awaken  some  distrust  in  the  ; 
mfallibility  of  human  reason  in  every  ingenuous  , 
mind.     And,  Mr.  Chairman,  when  we  consider 
the  influence  of  public  opinion  on  the  harmony  ' 
and  stability  of  this  Union,  it  must  always  be  a 
matter  of  regret  that  the  Government  should  exer-  I 
cise  powers  that  are  doubtful,  or  even  disputed. 
Until  habit  and   custom  have  had  their  wonted 
effect  in  cementing  the  Union,  its  strength  and 
permanency  must  rest  on  the  affections,  the  undi- 
vided affections  of  the  people,  and  nothing  is  more 
likely  to  weaken  their  attachment  than  a  want  of 
confidence  in  this  House,  the  natural  guardian  of 
tbe  people's  nghts,  and  their  immediate  Represen- 
tatives. * 


But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  immediate  effects  of 
this  restriction,  important  as  they  are,  shrink  into 
insignificance  when  compared  with  its  distant 
consequences.  I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Com- 
mittee, while  I  endeavor,  as  briefly  as  I  can,  to  be 
intelligible,  to  bring  them  to  their  notice. 

It  will  he  admitted  that  our  numbers  will  con- 
tinue to  increase,  at  their  present  rate,  or  near  it, 
until  they  are  checked  by  a  diminution  in  the 
means  of  subsistence,  and  that  the  means  of  sub- 
sistence will  be  abundant  and  easy,  so  long  as  we 
have  fertile  lands  to  settle  and  cultivate.  These 
principles  of  population,  now  so  familiar  to  all, 
were  first  distinctly  stated,  so  far  as  my  informa- 
tion extends,  by  Sir  James  Steuart.  They  arc 
also  noticed  by  Dr.  Franklin,  and  seem  to  have 
been  an  original  suggestion  of  his  own  good  sense 
and  sagacity.  But.  their  influence  in  producing 
human  misery  and  vice,  and  in  circumscribing  the 
efficacy  of  governments,  were  never  fully  devel- 
oped, before  the  appearance  of  Mr.  Malthus's 
Essay  on  Population,  which  I  cannot  but  consider 
as  a  work  of  great  ability.  I  make  these  remarks, 
because  the  censure  of  my  colleague  (Mr.  Ran- 
dolph) on  this  writer,  the  other  day,  was  general, 
though  probably  it  was  intended  to  apply  to  the 
author's  theory  of  the  j)oor  laws,  and  not  to  the 
principles  of  which  I  have  spoken. 

From   these  undeniable  principles   it   follows, 
that,  if  the  blacks  be  confined  to  the  present  slave- 
holding  Stales,  while  the  whites  are  h-ft  free  to 
emigrate  to  the  more  tempting  regions  of  the  West, 
the  ratio  of  blacks  to  whites  must  be  continually 
increasing,  until  our  population  has  reached  the 
Pacific. 
It  has,  however,  be<  n  contended  that  the  blacks 
,  thus  confined  to  the  slaveholding  States  will  in- 
crease  more  slowly  than  if  they  were  allowed  to 
I  spread  over  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
j  because  population  in  that  case  will  sooner  begin 
to  press  on  the  means  of  .subsistence;  and,  in  an- 
swer to  the  inhumanity  which  this  consideration 
implies,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
j  Sergeant)  says,  that  as  the  check  ujion  natural 
j  increase  must   inevitably   take   place,   sooner  or 
j  later,  on  both  classes,   it   is  better  that  it  should 
I  operate  first  and  strongest  upon  the  blacks  rather 
i  than  the  whites. 

I      The  argument  would  be  sound,  so  far  as  policy 
;  is  concerned,  whatever  may  be  thought  of  its  con- 
I  sistency  with  some  other   principles  maintained 
;  by  the  same  side,  if  the  restriction  would  have 
this  partial  operation.     But,  by  reason  of  the  emi- 
gration which  is  ever  going  on  from  those  parts 
of  the  United   States  where   population  is  most 
dense,  to  those  where  it  is  most  rare,  the  natural 
multiplication  is  everywhere  the  same.     Thus,  in 
the  States  of  Connecticut,  of  Maryland,  or  Vir- 
ginia,  though,   by    the  census,   their   population 
seems  to   be  nearly  stationary,  we   have   every 
reason  to  believe  tnat   the  principle  of  increase 
operates  in  as  full  vigor  as  in   the  other  States; 
and  that  the  excess  of  their  numbers  is  kept  down 
by  emigration,  to  which  the  state  of  our  country 
and  the  habits  of  our  citizens  afford   so  many 
facilities.     The  check,  then,  of  which  the  gentle- 
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man  speaks,  operates  on  both  classes  alike,  and 
will  operate  upon  neither  until  the  whole  of  our 
territory  is  settled,  and  its  most  fertile  lands  are 
brought  into  cultivation. 

,  The  Sute  of  Virginia  has  already  experienced, 
m  a  small  degree,  the  effects  of  this  partial  emi- 
^ration.  It  will  be  recollected  that  the  member 
Irom  Indiana  (Mr.  Hendricks)  stated,  that  he 
represented  as  many  who  had  migrated  from  the 
South  as  from  the  North ;  and  the  States  of  Ohio 
and  Illinois  have  also  received  considerable  acces- 
sions from  the  slaveholding  Sutes.  Now,  as  these 
emigrants  have  not  been  permitted  to  carry  slaves 
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with  them,  their  removal  must  have  altered  the 
ratio  of  the  two  classes  in  the  States  they  have 
left ;  and  hence  it  is,  that,  in  Virginia,  as  one  of 
the  fruits  of  her  cession  of  the  territory  northwest 
of  the  Ohio,  the  black  population  has  been  steadily 
gaming  somewhat  on  the  white.  Hitherto,  how- 
ever, the  migrations  from  the  older  slaveholding 
States  have  been  principally  to  Kentucky,  Ten- 
nessee, and  the  other  Mississippi  States,  from  one 
part  of  the  slaveholding  country  to  the  other, 
where  lands  were  at  once  cheaper  and  more  fer- 
tile; but,  as  soon  as  these  States  are  filled  up,  and 
Dopulation  begins  to  press  upon  subsistence,  the 
Missouri,  and  its  thousand  tributary  streams,  will 
draw  off"  the  surplus  numbers  of  the  slaveholding 
States,  and  this  unequal  drain  will  operate  with 
undivided  and  still  increasifig  force. 

It  has  also  been  urged,  against  the  probability 
of  this  growing  disproportion  between  the  blacks 
and  the  whites,  that  it  must  be  the  poor  and  labor- 
ing class,  persons  not  owning  slaves,  who  may 
chiefly  be  expected   to  emigrate  from   the  slave- 
holding  States;  and  that  these  States  have  not  a 
sufficient  number  of  that  class  to  admit  of  emi- 
gration to  the  extent  supposed.     But,  it  must  be  ' 
remembered  that  the  white  population  considera- 
bly exceeds  the   black,   and   that,  as  individual  , 
citizens  often  own   many  slaves,  there  must  be  a 
proportional  number  who  own  none.     There  must 
neces-wrily  be,  for  every  person  who  owns  an  hun-  ; 
dred  slaves,  there  are  more  than  an  hundred  whites  ' 
who  are  not  slaveholders.    There  is,  then,  an  ample  ' 
number  of  the  poorer  class  for  the  inducements  to 
emigrate  to  act  upon;  and,  if  that  were  not  the  ! 
case,  the  same  inducements  would  operate  on  the 
slaveholding  cla.ss,  and,  by  transferring  the  lands 
and  slaves  into  fewer  hands,  assimilate  every  por- 
^*?c      jn« ''•aveholding  district  to  the  lower  part 
of  South  Carolina  and  some  other  of  the  Atlantic 
States.  j 

An  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  ' 
Whitman,)  however,  observed,  that  there  could  ' 
be  no  danger  from  the  relative  increase  of  slaves, 
lor  an  hundred  years  to  come,  and  that  a  century  | 
was  as  far  as  politicians  could  be  expected  to  look 
or  provide  for.     I  will  observe,  by  the  way,  that  I 
was  surprised  to  hear  such  an  opinion  from  an  i 
American  statesman.    An  hundred  years  sir  is  a  ' 
long  period  for  human  life,  but  is  a  short  one  in  I 
the  life  of  a  nation.     There  are  few  of  the  sover-  i 
eignties  of  Europe  which  cannot  number  many 
centuries  of  existence,  and   I  should  be  sorry  to  i 
think  that  our  Government  was  not  likely  to  en-  I 


dure  and  prosper  as  long  as  any  other.    But,  let 
us  limit  our  views  to  the  moderate  term  that  has 
been  mentioned.     Supposing  then  the  slaves  in 
the  United  States  to  have  augmented  as  fast,  in 
the  last  ten  years,  as  they  did  in  the  ten  years  pre- 
ceding, they  now  amount  to  upwards  of'a  million 
and  a  half     Suppose  that  they  will  continue  to 
double  every  twenty-five  years— their  present  rate 
of  increase— then,  m  the  lapse  of  a  century,  their 
numbers  will  amount  to  no  less  than  twenty-four 
millions.     Estimating   the    present    slaveholding 
States  to  contain  four  hundred  and  twenty-four 
thousand  square  miles,  according  to  Mellish^s  esti- 
mate, this  number  of  slaves  willgive  nearly  sixty 
to  a  square  mile ;  a  density  of  popalation  implying 
a  general  occupation  of  the  land,  but  by  no  means 
a  difficulty  of  procuring  subsistence.     In  the  same 
period  the  whole  population  of  the  United  States, 
allowing  it  to  double,  in  like  manner,  four  times' 
will  amount  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  millions' 
which,  according  to  the  same  authority,  will  give,' 
for  the  whole  Union,  nearly  an  average  of  sixty 
I  to  the  square  mile.     Now,  as  this  population  will 
be  very  unequally  spread  over  the  different  parts 
of  our  territory,  being  more  dense  in  the  older 
;  settlements,  and  less  so  in  the  new,  it  is  impossible 
to  say,  with  accuracy,  what  will  be  the  degree  of 
i  density  in  the  slaveholding  States;  but,  whether 
It  be  greater  or  less,  the  ratio  of  blacks  to  whites 
would  be  most  fearfully  increased.     If  we  assume 
It  to  be  eighty  persons  to  a  square  mile,  (and  I 
think  we  cannot  reasonably  believe  it  would  be 
much  greater,  on  the  supposed  average,  through- 
out the  Union,)  the  blacks  would  be  to  the  whites 
nearly  in  the  proportion  of  three  to  one. 

With  this  great  and  still  accelerating  gain  of 
the  black  population,  who  can  answer  for  the  con- 
sequences ?     The  wildest  political  visionary  does 
not  think  it  practicable  to  amalgamate  such  dis- 
cordant materials ;  we  must  be  in  that  situation 
then  in  which  we  can  neither  safely  set  them  free, 
nor  hold  them  in  subjection..    If  one  of  the  two 
races  must  yield  to  the  other,  who  can  sav  which 
it  will  be,  or  how  it  will  be  effected  ?    ^ir.  this 
is  a  subject  of  peculiar  delicacy,  and  I  will  not 
press  it  further  than  to  remark,  that,  if  restriction 
could  be  enforced,  the  least  pernicious  result  to 
which  we  could  look  forward,  would  be,  that  the 
whites,  finding  the  African  race  constantly  press- 
ing on  them,  would  finally  abandon  the  country, 
and  leave  the  blacks  undisputed  masters  of  the  soil. 
But  if,  as  would  be  too  probable,  the  disease  should 
have  a  violent  termination,  the  struggle  between 
the  two  races  would  end  in  a  war  of  extermination. 
It  has  also  been  said,  that,  be  the  political  and 
moral  evils,  from  the  growings  increase  of  blacks, 
what  they  mav,  the  whites,  m  any  disproportion 
which  can  be  deemed  probable,  will  always  be  suf- 
ficient to  keep  the  blacks  in  subjection,  and  secure 
the  tranquillity  of  the  State.    But,granting  that  the 
authority  of  the  whites  would  always  be  sufficient 
for  this  purpose — though  history  warns  us  of  the 
contrary — yet  there  is  a  cause  beyond  our  control, 
which  will,  sooner  or  later,  prevent  our  holding 
them  in  servitude. 
As  soon  as  our  population  has  overspread  the 
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whole  habitable  parts  of  our  territory,  and  brought 
our  waste  lands  mio  cultivation,  human  lalwr  will 
begin  to  decline  in  value.  This  is' very  high  with 
us  at  present;  it  is  lower  in  Europe,  and  lower 
still  in  China;  everywhere  gradually  decreasing 
as  population  advances.  In  the  same  proportion 
that  the  price  of  labor  diminishes,  must  the  value 
of  slaves  decline,  until  at  length  the  cost  of  bring- 
ing up  a  slave  will  be  more  than  he  is  worth. 
When  that  period  arrives,  the  community  will  not, 
and  c-annot,  impose  on  itself  the  burden  of  support- 
ing slaves;  and,  be  the  consequences  what  they 
may,  they  will  be  manumitted,  and  then  all  the 
difficulties  to  the  union  of  the  two  races  must  be 
encountered.  This  effect  of  the  gradual  decline 
of  labor  in  producing  emancipation  was  also  urged 
by  the  Speaker,  (Mr.  Clay,)  but  we  draw  different 
inferences  as  to  its  remote  effects.  I  cannot  agree 
with  him  in  the  probability  that  the  African,  as 
well  as  the  Indian  race,  will,  under  any  course  of 
policy  we  may  pursue,  be  finally  extirpated.  It 
seems  to  me  that  tliey  will  continue  to  increase 
until  their  labor  ceases  to  be  valuable,  that  is,  until 
our  waste  lands  are  brought  into  cultivation,  and, 
when  that  period  arrives,  we  have  seen  that  their 
numbers  will  probably  amount  to  twenty-four  mil- 
lions, and  greatly  exceed  that  of  the  whites  inhab- 
iting the  same  district. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  many  look  to  colonization 
as  the  means  of  avoiding  these  threatening  eviU. 
Sir,  I  do  no  not  wish  to  disparage  the  exertions  of 
the  society  established  for  the  purpose  of  colonizing 
the  people  of  color — its  members  deserve  the  thanks 
and  good  wishes  of  every  friend  of  his  country. 
But  I  have  long  since  abandoned  the  hope  of  de- 
riving any  remedy  for  the  evil  of  domestic  slavery 
from  this  quarter.  I,  too,  was  once  an  advocate 
for  colonization,  but  I  now  consider  every  project 
for  ridding  the  country  of  its  black  population,  as 
utterly  hopeless  and  impracticable.  Estimating 
their  present  numbers  at  1,600,000,  their  annual 
increase  is  about  fifty-one  thousand.  The  Colon- 
ization Society,  as  the  result,  I  believe,  of  one  year's 
efforts,  are  about  to  jM-nd  to  Africa,  from  New 
York,  one  hundred  and  seventy  four  blacks,  which 
is  little  more  than  the  increase  of  a  single  day. 
Taking  the  average  value  of  the  slaves  to  be  three 
hundred  dollars  each,  it  would  require  upwards  of 
fifteen  million  of  dollars  to  purchase  fifty-one  thou- 
sand, and  probably  five  millions  more  to  transport 
them  to  Africa.  And  this  annual  expenditure  of 
twenty  millions  is  not  to  reduce  the  number,  but 
merely  to  keep  it  stationary. 

Thus,  sir,  we  see  that  the  effects  of  this  fatal 
policy  are  as  inevitable,  as  uncontrollable,  as  the 
laws  of  nature.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
slaves  be  allowed  to  spread  themselves  equally 
with  the  white  population  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
then  they  must  always  continue,  as  they  now  are, 
inferior  in  number  to  the  whiles;  and,  when  the 
period  arrives,  as  it  certainly  must,  when  the  self- 
interest  of  individuals  will  burst  the  bonds  of  the 
slave,  emancipation  will  then  consist  with  the 
tranquillity  and  safetv  of  the  StaU-;  and,*  in  the 
meantioiij,  partial  emancipation  is  making  rapid 
advances.    Let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 


mittee to  its  progress,  according  to  the  facts  which 
are  correctly  taken  from  Doctor  Seybert's  valua- 
ble publication,  and  which  are  not  garbled  like 
those  in  some  late  pamphlets,  to  further  a  favorite 
purpase.  In  the  State  of  Delaware,  in  1800,  the 
tree  blacks  were,  to  the  slaves,  in  the  proportion 
of  four  to  three,  lo  1810  they  had  increased  to 
the  proportion  of  more  than  three  to  one.  In 
Maryland,  in  the  same  ten  years,  the  proportion  of 
free  blacks  to  slaves,  had  increased  from  one-fifth 
to  one-third.  In  Virginia,  from  one-seventeenth 
to  one-thirteenth.  In  North  Carolina,  from  one- 
nineteenth  to  one-sixteenth.  In  South  Carolina, 
from  one  forty-sixth  to  one-forty-third. 

In  Georgia,  however,  the  proportion  has  dimin- 
ished from  one  thirty-first  to  one  fifty-eighth;  be- 
cause, as  you  know,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  Legisla- 
ture of  that  State  thought  it  necessary  to  prohibit 
the  further  progress  of  emancipation,  and  to  expel 
a  number  of  its  free  blacks.  It  is  worthy  of  re- 
mark, that  this  progress  increases  by  regular  gra- 
dations as  you  advance  north.  It  is  owing  to 
voluntary  emancipation  no  less,  perhaps,  than  to 
the  migrations  from  Europe,  that  the  ratio  of 
slaves  to  the  whole  population  of  the  United 
States  has  been  continually  decreasing.  In  1790 
they  were  more  than  one-sixth  of  the  aggregate  of 
our  population.  In  1810  they  were  reduced  al- 
most to  one-seventh.  They  now  are,  without 
doubt,  less  than  a  seventh;  and,  before  the  lapse  of 
a  century,  if  things  are  left  to  their  natural  opera- 
tion, they  will  probably  be  reduced  to  a  tenth,  or 
less.  But,  if  you  enforce  this  restriction,  other 
Stales  will  follow  the  example  of  Georgia,  and, 
in  their  own  defence,  put  an  entire  stop  to  the 
further  increase  of  free  blacks  among  them.  Sure- 
ly, then,  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  will  not 
render  impracticable  that  melioration  which  they 
so  much  profess  to  cherish.  ,      •• 

But,  if  our  brethren  of  the  North  and  East  are 
indifferent  to  our  interests,  I  trust  they  will  not  be 
regardless  of  their  own.     Sir,  I  think  that  all  the 
Atlantic  States  are  concerned  in  oppo.<;ing  this 
restriction.     If  the  confinement  of  the  black  popu- 
lation to  the  east  of  the  Mississippi,  while  the 
whites  are  free  to  emigrate  lo  the  West,  must  ne- 
cessarily alter  the  proportion  of  their  numbers,  as 
I  think  I  have  shown,  then,  in  which  ever  way  the 
slavery  of  the  blacks  may  terminate,  the  strength 
and  influence  of  the  Atlantic  States  will  be  greatly 
impaired.     As  our  population  advances  westward- 
ly,  the  line  of  local  division  will  probably  be,  not 
as  at  present,  between  the  North  and  the  South, 
but  between  the  Western   and  Atlantic  States. 
On  all  questions  concerning  foreign  commerce  or 
navigation,  the  interests  of  the  latter  will,  in  tiipe, 
be  the  same;  and  these  interests  cannot  be  pro- 
tected against  the  preponderating  influence  of  the 
West,  without   a  voice   and   numbers  that  will 
secure  respect.     Besides,  without  waiting  for  the 
dangerous  epoch  I  have  mentioned,  if  the  argu- 
ments ke  just,    that   a    State  will   possess  more 
wealth,  and  strength,  and  weight  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, when  inhabited  by  freemen  than  by  slaves, 
it  seems  strange  that  gentlemen  from  the  North 
should  seek  to  increase  that  political  influence 
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which,  on  the  supposition  of  local  parties,  will  be 
opposed  to  them,  and  to  lessen  that  of  their  natu- 
ral allies. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  will  take  a  cursory  notice 
of  some  further  considerations  which  were  urged 
in  favor  of  this  restriction. 

The  member  from  New  York,  who  moved  the 
amendment,  (Mr.  Taylor,)  said  that  the  further 
diffusion  of  slaves  would  lessen  the  revenue  of  the 
nation,  inasmuch  as  the  consumption  of  slaves  is 
less  than  that  of  freemen.  No  argument  could 
have  been  more  unfortunate  than  this.  It  is  well 
known  to  us  all,  that  the  slaveholding  States  are 
generally  opposed  to  an  increase  of  i he  impost,  and 
the  other  States  generally  friendly  to  it ;  and  this 
because  we  are  the  greatest  consumers  of  imported 
goods,  and  they  are  the  most  extensively  engaged 
in  domestic  manufactures.  Ask,  sir,  the  great  fm- 
porters  of  New  York  to  whom  they  make^t he  chief 
sales  of  foreign  merchandise,  and  they  will  tell  you, 
to  the  merchants  of  the  Carolinas,  of  Georgia,  and 
Virginia. 

Another  objection  has  been  drawn  from  the  in-  I 
crease  of  representation  which  Missouri  would  de-  I 
rive  from  its  slave  population  ;  and  a  member  from  ' 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Hemphill,)  in  urging  this  j 
argument,  observed  that  a  citizen  in  theslavehold-  ! 
ing  States,  who  owned  an  hundred  slaves,  had  as 
many  votes  as  sixty  freemen  in  the  other  States.  ! 
This  remark  did  not  partake  of  the  "candor  which  j 
in  general  characterized  that  gentleman's  spi-ech.    I 

Sir,  in  the  slaveholdinsr  States,  one  slaveholder, 
having  the  right  of  suflTrage,  has  no  more  votes 
than  another,  and  if  we  estimate  the  additional  in-  ! 
fluence  which  each  owner  derives  from  the  repre- 
sentation of  two-fifths  of  the  slaves,  it  will  be  found 
to  be  less  than  a  vote  and  a  half,  instead  of  sixty 
to  one.  For  this  small  difference  of  political  power, 
they  pay  a  full  consideration,  not  only  by  bearing 
a  greater  share  of  direct  taxes,  but  by  contributing 
more  largely  to  the  revenue  arising  from  impost. 
But  these  objections  are,  moreover,  founded  on  the 
fallacy  that  the  number  of  slaves  will  be  increased 
by  their  further  introduction  into  Missouri.  But 
It  is  conceded  that  their  multiplication  is  as  great 
at  present  as  the  laws  of  nature  permit ;  and  we 
have  seen  that  they  will  continue  to  increase,  at 
their  present  rate,  whether  they  be  confined  to  the 
slaveholding  States  or  not;  it  follows,  therefore, 
that  the  question  is  not  whether  we  shall  have  the 
same  nuniber  on  the  east  or  the  west  side  of  the 
Mississippi. 

But  it  has  also  been  said,  that  the  slaves,  in  a 
slaveholdmg  State,  increase  faster  than  the  freemen, 
bir,  the  census  gives  evidence  of  no  such  fact,  not- 
withstanding what  more  than  one  publication  has 
stated  to  the  contrary.     If  we  lake  the  whole  slave- 


holding  district  together,  (and  this  is  the  only  fair 
way  of  making  the  comparison.)  it  will  be  found 
that  the  increase  of  the  whiles,  from  the  year  1800 
to  1810,  was  as  one  hundred  to  twenty-six  while 
that  of  the  slaves,  in  the  same  time,  was  as  one 
hundred  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine.  This 
difference  of  increase  amounts  only  to  about  forty 
thousand  in  favor  of  the  blacks  ;  which  is  certainly 
not  more  than  can  be  accounted  for  by  the  impor- 
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tation  from  the  year  1800  to  1808,  when  Congress 
put  a  stop  to  that  abominable  traffic ;  and  to  the 
ernigration  to  the  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  of  which 
I  hav-e  spoken.     Leaving  out  the  Stales  of  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  the  white  population  has 
gained  a  little  upon  the  slaves.     The  truth  is  that 
it  there  be  some  causes  more  favorable  to  the  nat- 
ural increase  of  the  blacks,  there  are  others  more 
favorable  to  that  of  the  whites.    There  is,  therefore 
very  little  difference  between  them ;  and  the  in- 
I  crease  of  both  is  nearly  at  its  maximum. 
i      There  is,  however,  an  objection  of  more  plausi- 
I  bihty,  to  which  I  will  advert     It  is  said  that,  by 
I  extending  the  market  for  slaves  to  Missouri  we 
:  shall  encourage  the  African  slave  trade.     Sir   I 
j  cannot  be  brought  to  believe  that  our  Government 
j  IS  not  able  to  carry  into  execution  the  laws  it  has 
j  made  against  this  disgraceful  traffic.    But  suppo- 
sing that  asmall  number  of  slaves  should  be  smug- 
gled into  the  country  in  spite  of  our  utmost  vigi- 
lance ;  they  will  then  remain  in  Louisiana  and 
Georgia,  where  their  labor  is  most  valuable,  and 
not  be  transported  into  Missouri.   The  slaves  which 
would  be  carried  to  that  State  would  be  principally 
original  members  of  the  families  of  emigrants ;  and 
It  is  extremely  improbable  that  any  would  be  ear- 
ned there  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.     The  trade  is 
known  to  be  in  a  contrary  direction ;  nor  do  I  re- 
member ever  to  have  seen  in  Virginia  a  slave  who 
was  born  in  Africa  ;  except  in  a  single  instance,  in 
a  town  in  which  I  live.     If  we  regard  the  known 
current  of  trade,  it  is  just  as  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  our  settlements  on  the  Missouri  will  give  new 
encouragement  to  thesmugglingof  lea,  for  example, 
in  Passainaq noddy  Bay,  as  of  negroes  in  Louisiana. 
But  the  zeal  and  ingenuity  of  gentlemen  have 
found  a  further  motive  for  this  restriction,  in  the 
peculiar  liability  of  slaveholding  States  to  insur- 
rections, and  in  the  greater  probability  of  their  in- 
\;ol  ving  the  General  Government  in  war.    But,  Mr. 
Chairman,  a  similar  objection  may  be  made  to  the 
further  extension  of  our  foreign  commerce.     All 
the  maritime  wars  in  which  this  Government  has 
been  involved,  have  grown  out  of  foreign  commerce. 
Now,   what  would  the  members  from  the  new 
State  of  Maine  say,  if  they  were  told,  that,  as  that 
commerce  to  which  they  were  addicted,  was  dan- 
gerous to  the  peace  of  the  United  Stales,  they  must 
agree  lo  abandon  it  before  they  could  be  admitted 
into  the  Union  ?     If  they  could  insist  that  they 
already  possessed  this  commerce,  that  the  other  ad- 
ioining  Slates  were  allowed  to  prosecute  it  unmo- 
lested, and  that  no  discrimination  could  justly  be 
made  between  them  and  the  other  members  ot  the 
same  Confederacy,  the  representative  of  Missouri 
might  allege  the  same  arguments  in  his  favor ;  and 
no  reply  could  be  made  to  him,  which  would  not, 
with  equal  propriety,  be  made  lo  the  members  from 
Maine.     Such  a  discrimination  being  equally  odi- 
ous, unreasonable,  and  oppressive  to  both,  1  trust 
it  will  be  attempted  on  neither. 

Having  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  examined  this  great 
question,  with  all  the  fairness  of  which  I  am  ca- 
pable, I  entreat  the  Committee  to  give  these  sug- 
gestions their  serious  consideration."  If  my  views 
of  the  consequences  of  this  policy  be  correct,  as  I 
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religiously  believe  them  to  be,  it  must  be  seen  that 
the  slaveholding  States  are  bound  to  resist  itie  re- 
striction at  every  hazard.     I  mean  not  this  as  a 
threat ;  but  merely  to  remind  them  of  the  uncon- 
trollable influence  of  the  law  of  self-preservation  ; 
and  to  appeal  to  the  interest  which  every  member 
of  this  Committee  must  take  in  the  safety  of  the 
Union,  and  the  welfare  of  every  part  of  it. 
When  Mr.  T.  had  concluded — 
Mr.  S.M1TH,  of  Maryland,  rose  and  observed, 
that  a  lar^e  number  of  his  constituents  had  ex- 
pressed their  opinion  in  oppasition  to  the  opinion 
which  he  was  known  to  entertain  on  this  subject, 
and  it  might  be  presumed  that  he  desired  to  deliver 
his  reasons  for  the  vote  which  he  should  give. 
But,  Mr.  S.  said,  the  public  business  was  suffer- 
ing by  the  protraction  of  the  debate;  the  mem- 
bers are  weary  of  it ;  every  one's  opinion  wa.s  made 
up  on  it ;  and  he  was  unwilling  to  consume  the 
time  of  the  Committee  by  any  remarks  on  the  ques- 
tion.    He  therefore  forebore,  and  he  hoped  the 
question  would  be  taken. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  North  Carolina,  rose  then  to 
address  the  Committee  on  the  question  ;  but  the 
question  was  called  for  so  clamorously  and  so  per- 
severingly  that  Mr.  W.  could  proceed  no  farther 
than  to  move  that  the  Committee  rise. 
•  The  Committee  refused  to  rise,  by  almost  a 
unanimous  vote. 

Mr.  Blecheh,  of  Ohio,  then  stated  that  it  was 
his  wish  to  be  heard  on  the  question  ;  and,  if  not 
allowed  an  opportunity  of  speaking  in  Committee, 
he  should  do  so  in  the  House,  unless  prevented  by 
force ;  and  he  moved  that  the  Committee  should 
then  rise. 

This  motion  was  lost  by  a  very  large  majority. 
Mr.  S.MiTH,  of  North  Carolina,  said  the  course 
he  was  about  to  propose  was  unusual  and  perhaps 
without  precedent — that  was,  to  call  the  previous 
question  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  ;  but,  as  he 
conceived  the  motion  would  be  sustained  by  tlie 
rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  and  to  put  an  end 
to  any  further  debate  on  the  amendment,  he  moved 
for  the  previous  question  thereon. 

The  Chair  conceived  that  the  motion  Avas  not 
in  order. 

Mr.  Randolph  asked  leave  of  the  mover  of  thus 

course,  to  surest  to  him  a  less  invidious  mode 

.  of  gettmg  at  his  object.     If  the  Committee  should 

^  consent  to  rise,  and   the  House  would   refuse  it 

leave  to  sit  again,  the  question  would  then  be  in 

the  House ;  and  that  was  the  only  way,  Mr.  R. 

,  said,  that  the  Committee,  worn  down  by  what  was 

,  called  a  discussion,  could  be  relieved  from  it.    He 

hoped,  wherever  possible,  that  the  previous  ques- 

'   tion  should  be  dispensed  with ;  but  if  some  mode 

were  not  devised  of  getting  clear  of  this  debate,  he 

believed  he  should  become  reconciled  to  it— though 

a  man  convinced  against  his  will  was  of  the  same 

opinion  still. 

Mr.  Clay  ^Speaker)  observed,  that  the  /rretiom 
,  question  would  not  effect  the  object  of  the  gentle- 
man who  moved  it ;  because  its  effect  would  be 
to  put  aside  the  question  on  the  amendment  alto- 
^  gether ;  and  though  that  might  be  a  very  happy 
eilect,  yet  it  was  not,  he  presumed,  desired  by  the 


Committee,  and  he  thought  it  fair  to  warn  gen- 
tlemen of  an  effect  that  he  supposed  was  not  an- 
ticipated. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  though  he  had 
felt  himself  at  entire  liberty  to  make  a  motion, 
intended  to  stop  the  debate,  inasmuch  as  he  had 
not  troubled  the  Committee  with  a  speech  on  the 
subject ;  yet,  as  the  efl'ect  would  be  what  had  been 
stated  by  the  Speaker,  he  would  withdraw  his 
motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Taylor's 
proposed  restriction,  and  agreed  to,  by  from  12  to 
18  votes. 

Mr.  Taylor  then  moved  that  the  Committee 
rise,  as  he  presumed  it  was  not  prepared  to  go  into 
the  various  details  of  the  bill  this  evening,  several 
of  which  were  im])ortant,  and  would  give  rise  to 
many  questions. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Scott  and 
Mr.  S TROTHER,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Sergeant. 
It,  however,  finally  prevailed,  and 

The  Committee  obtained  leave,  ayes  90,  to  sit 
again  ;  and,  about  five  o'clock,  the  Houke  ad- 
journed. 


,  '     ■         Saturday,  March  26. 

Mr.  Archer,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Expenditures,  submitted  to  the  House  certain  doc- 
uments in  relation  to  the  expenditures  of  public 
moneys  in  the  Naval  Department,  and  to  a  re- 
trenchment of  expenditures  in  said  department; 
which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  S.myth,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  an  additional  National 
Armory,  made  a  report  unfavorable  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  additional  armory ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Robert  Moore,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  petition  of  John  Wells,  made  a  re- 
port thereon  ;  and,  by  leave  of  the  House,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  said  John  Wells;  which 
bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Bowie,  Kurtz,  and  others,"  in 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  John  O'Conner,  deceased, 
was  read  the  third  time ;  when,  some  debate  ensu- 
ing on  its  merits,  the  bill  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Storrs,  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  announced  from  the 
Chair,  being  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday — 

Mr.  Hill  renewed  the  motion  which  he  made 
yesterday,  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
Missouri  bill ;  but  the  motion  w^as  not  sustained 
by  a  majority  of  the  House. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  Storrs,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the 
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bill  by  inserting,  in  the  4th  section,  (immediately 
preceding  the  restrictive  amendment  adopted  yes- 
terday,) the  following  proviso: 

"Th»t,  in  lit  th»t  tract  of  country  ceded  by  France 
to  the  United  States,  under  the  name  of  Louisiana, 
which  lie*  north  of  thirty-aix  drgreca  and  thirty  min- 
utes north  latitude,  excepting  only  such  part  thereof  as 
is  included  within  the  limits  of  the  State  contemplated 
by  this  act,  there  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  invulun- 
tary  servitude,  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of 
crimes,  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  con- 
victed :  Provided,  alujaya.  That  any  person  escaping 
into  the  same,  from  whom  labor  or  service  is  lawfully 
claimed  in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States, 
•uch  fugitive  may  be  lawfully  reclaimed,  and  conveyed 
to  the  person  claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  service,  as 
aforesaid." 

Mr.  Storrs  supported  hisamendment  in  a  speech 
of  considerable  length  ;  embracing,  incidentally,  in 
the  rann;e  of  his  remarks,  an  examination  of  the 
right  ol  imposing  the  slavery  restriction  .on  Mis- 
.souri. 

Mr.  Randolph  next  rose,  and  spoke  more  than 
four  hours  against  the  amendment,  and  on  the 
topics  connected  with  it,  the  subject  of  restriction, 
&«.  When  he  had  concluded,  (about  half-past 
four  o'clock,)  an  ineffectual  motion  was  made  for 
the  Committee  to  rise. 

Mr.  Beecher,  of  Ohio,  then  took  the  floor,  and 
proceeded  a  short  time  in  a  speech  on  the  subject, 
when  he  gave  way  for  a  motion  for  the  Commit- 
tee to  rise,  which  prevailed,  and  about  five  o'clock 
the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  February  28. 

Mr.  Meigs  presented  a  petition  of  Everiste  Mau- 
ri, a  native  of  Venice,  in  Italy,  and  a  naturalized 
citizeii  of  the  United  States,  stating  that  it  is  his 
intention  to  attempt  the  establishment  of  a  colony 
of  Venetians  in  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose 
of  cultivating  the  vine,  and  raising  the  silk  worm, 
and  praying  a  grant  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  to  each  male  emigrant  of  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years  and  upwards,  at  the  minimum 
price,  with  an  extended  credit,  and  under  such 
other  terms  and  conditions  as  Congress  may  think 
proper  to  prescribe.— Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands. 

I  Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  schedule  of  fees  of 
ipfficc,  proper  to  be  allowed  and  taxed  in  the  courts 
of  the  United  States  in  the  district  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, approved  and  signed  by  Richard  Peters,  judge 
of  the  district  court  of  that  district;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Randolph,  from  the  committee  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relict  of  the 
family  of  the  late  Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  and  for 
the  education  of  his  children  at  the  public  charge; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Smyth,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  respecting  the  military  es- 
tablishment of  the  United  States ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to-morrow. 


Mr.  Smyth  reported  a  bill  authorizing  grants  of 
bounty  land,  in  certain  cases;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Hardin  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  subscribe,  as  stock,  in  the  company  incor- 
porated by  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  to  cut  a  canal 
round  the  falls  in  the  Ohio  river,  any  number  of  sharea 
not  exceeding  five  hundred.  •. 

Mr.  H.  entered  into  some  explanations  in  support 
of  his  motion,  and  to  secure  to  it  the  favor  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  Hendricks,  of  Ohio,  proposed  an  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution,  having  for  its  object  to  in- 
clude a  similar  inquiry  as  to  subscribing  a  like 
number  of  shares  to  the  stock  of  the  Jefferson  Ohio 
Canal  Company,  and  spoke  a  short  time  in  favor 
of  his  motion  ;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Marvland,  the  resolution  was  for  the  present  laid 
on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crawford,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  by  law  for  the  compensation 
of  losses  occasioned  by  the  impressment  and  ap- 
plication of  private  property  to  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States,  during  the  late  Seminole 
war. 

SEMINOLE  WAR,  Ac. 
Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  17th  of  December  last,  to  inquire  and  report 
whether  any  of  the  public  moneys  appropriated  by 
Congress  for  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  regular 
Army  of  the  United  States,  since  the  4th  of  March, 
1815,  have  bc^n  applied  to  the  support  of  any 
I  army,  or  detachment  of  troops,  raised  without  the 
I  consent  of  this  House,  or  the  authority  of  Con- 
gress, made  a  report  thereon;  which  was  read, and 
[  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  appointed,  on  the   10th  day  of  De- 
cember last,  to  inquire  and  report  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives whether  any  of  the  public  moneys  appro- 
priated by  Congress,  for  the  pay  and  subsistence  of 
the  regular  Army  of  the  United  States,  since  the  4th 
day  of  March,  1815,  have  been  applied  to  the  support 
of  any  army,  or  detachment  of  troops,  raised  without 
the  consent  of  the  House,  or  the  authority  of  Congress, 
respectfully  report:  That,  on  the  llth  day  of  January, 
1818,  Colonel  David  Brearly,  of  the  7th  regiment  of 
the  United  States  infantry,  who  was  about  to  proceed 
from  Hartford,  in   the  State  of  Georgia,   to  the  Creek 
Agency,  on  public  service,  was,  by  an  order  from  Major 
General  Edmund  P.  Gaines,  authorized  to  receive  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States   not  exceeding  five 
hundred  Indians  of  the  Creek  nation;  and  should  they 
volunteer  their  services,  to  muster,  inspect,  and  provi- 
eion  them,  and  direct  their  march  to  Fort  Scott.     In 
obedience  to  this  order,  Colonel  Brearly,  shortly  after 
his  arrival  at  the  Agency,  proceeded  to  fulfil  the  inten- 
tions of  the   commanding  General.     The  necessary 
measures  were  taken  for  assembling  the  warriors  of 
that  tribe ;  and  it  being  ascertained  that  nearly  the 
whole  effective  force  of  the  nation  would  consent  to 
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•erve,  ■rrangements  were  made  for  mustering  them 
into  service,  and  organizing  them.  These  arrange- 
ments were,  that  the  whole  force  was  to.be  denomina- 
ted a  regiment,  to  consist  of  eight4>en  companies,  to  be 
officered  according  to  the  regulations  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States;  that  William  Mcintosh,  the  prin- 
cipal war  chief  of  the  nation,  should  rank  as  full  c<iio- 
nel,  and  the  two  chiefs.  George  Lovettand  Noble  Keu- 
nard,  as  majors.  This  arrangement  was  conimunicatt-d 
to  General  Gaines,  then  at  Hartford,  who  approved  of 
the  proceeding  of  Colonel  Brearly,  informing  him,  by 
a  letter  of  the  29th  day  of  January,  1818,  that  he  would 
cheerfully  accept  the  services  of  all  the  Indians  who 
night  be  disposed  to  join  him;  which  disponition  Col. 
Brearly  was  directed  to  encourage  as  far  an  practira- 
bJe.  Pursuant  to  these  instructions,  one  thousand  five 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  warriors  were  mu^teretl  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  on  or  ab.»ul  the  24ih 
day  of  February,  1818,  and  served  until  the  t-arly  p;irl 
of  the  month  of  May  thereafter,  ^eluding  Omr  Haujo, 
a  chief  of  the  Creek  nation,  and^venty-tive  wamorii, 
who  bad  been  mustered  into  service  on  the  8th  day  of 
December,  1817,  the  whole  number  of  Indian  forces 
employed  during  this  period  aiiiountr«l  to  one  thous- 
and six  hundred  and  thirteen  men.  W  illiam  Mt  Into^h 
held  the  rank  of  brigadier  general,  and  received,  lu  that 
capacity,  one  hundred  and  four  dollars  pt  r  m4)nth  pay, 
ieventy-two  dollars  per  month  for  »ul>hislenc< ,  Jorty 
dollars  per  month  for  forage,  and  forty-two  dollars  and  ■  year 


of  the  chiefs  raised,  and  an  additional  number  of  field 
and  staff  officers  appointed,  the  committee  have  not 
been  alil«,  conclusively,  to  ascertain;  but,  as  these  va- 
rious transactions  appear  on  the  regular  pay-rolls  of 
the  corps,  which  have  been  passed  to  the  credit  of  the 
officer  who  made  the  disbursement,  and  have  been  re- 
cognised at  the  War  Department,  it  is  presumed  that 
they  must  have  occurred  with  the  sanction  of  aome 
public  agent.  The  promotions,  which  took  place  near 
Suwanty  river  on  the  12lh  day  of  April,  1818,  were 
made  by  order  of  Major  General  Jackson. 

The  »uma  paid  to  these  Indian  forces  for  their  ser* 
vices  amount  to  thirty  thousand  one  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  dollars  and  forty-nine  cenU,  including 
the  sum  of  three  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-eight 
dollars  nnil  torty-eight  cenls,  paid  to  the  General,  Field, 
and  StaflT.  To  ascertain  out  of  what  fund  these  dia- 
bursem«'iitx  were  made,  a  letter  was  addressed  to  the 
S^-cond  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  in  whose  office  these 
accounts  were  audited,  which,  with  his  anawer  thereto, 
dated  on  the  14th  ultimo,  ia  submitted  with  this  re- 
|M»rt.  By  this  communication,  it  appears  that  it  be- 
came questionable  out  of  what  fund  these  forcea  were 
to  be  puiil ;  but,  after  examination,  it  was  concluded 
by  thr  Se.reiary  of  the  War  Department,  for  the  rea- 
sons stated  ill  the  said  letter,  to  carry  the  expenditure 
to  the  ch:irge  of  the  appropriation  made  by  Congreas 
for  the  pay  of  tfie  .\riny  of  the  United  States  for  that 


twenty-seven  cents  per  month,  allowance  lor  cervantH; 
having  received,  for  two  months  and  fifteen  da>«  ser- 
vice, from  the  24th  day  of  February  to  the  ninth  day 
of  May,  1818,  the  sum  of  six  hundred  and  Inriy-five 
dollars  and  seventy-two  cents.  Ge<>rge  l.ovtit,  Nol.le 
Kennard,  Samuel  Hawkins,  and Blue,  were  as- 
signed to  the  rank  of  majors,  in  which  capanty  they 
served  from  the  24th  day  of  February  until  the  llih 
day  of  April,  when  the  American  army,  under  the 
command  of  Major  General  Andrew  Jarkson,  then  hav. 


For  thr  pur^MMe  of  determining  with  certainty  by 
what  auiiiority  these  forces  were  raised,  the  Secretary 
of  thi!  Witr  Department  was  requested  to  furnish  to 
the  committee  "copies  of  any  orders  (if  any  aucb  ex- 
iKlid)  which  might  have  issued  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment" tj>  the  commanding  officers  of  the  southern 
divisiiin  of  the  army,  •♦  by  virtue  of  which"  these  Indian 
forces  were  "raised,  officered,  and  taken  into  ser- 
vn  e."  'I'he  answer  of  the  Secretary  of  that  depart- 
ment, dated  «»n  the  22d  ultimo,  referring  the  committee 


ing  arrived  near  to  Suwaney  river,  alter  th.-  c-pture  of  to  tlie  doru.nents  therein  Klated,  contains  all  the  infor 
rortM.  Marks,  in  the  Spanish  province  of  E-«8t  Flori-  niation  relating  to  the  subject  of  inquiry  existing  in 
da,  Lovett  and  Kennard  were  promoted  to  the  r.«nk  of  the  V\  »t  Department.  After  careful  and  deliberate 
lull  colonels,  and  Hawkins  and  Blue  to  tlie  rank  of  examination  of  these  documents,  the  committee  cannot 
lieutenant  colonels,  in  which  capacities  ihey  re^pec-  disc.ver  that  any  orders  whatever  are  therein  con- 
Uvely  served  until  they  were  discharge.1  Iron,  servi  e.  taiiied,  which,  by  the  most  forced  and  artificial  con- 
Ihese  persons  received  for  their  t-ervues  during  these  ^ruction.  ,ould  be  deemed  even  to  imply  an  authority 
periods,  the  full  allowance  rai.de  for  pay.  Kul.M^lence.  from  the  War  Department  to  muster  into  service, 
lorage,  and  servants,  to  officers  of  the  like  rank  in  the  orgun.ie,  or  employ,  the  Indian  forces  under  the  com- 
mand ol  William  Ml  Inlokh  and  the  chiefs  of  the  Creek 
nxtioii.  The  pa|M  rs  referre<l  to  contain  no  order* 
wln.iever  addressed  to  General  Gaines,  and  only  one 
liears  date  previous  to  the  iasuing  of  the  orders  by  that 


regular  army.  The  vacancies  occasioned  in  the  regi- 
menUl  field  and  sUff  by  these  promotions,  wen,  on 
the  12ih  day  of  April,  1818,  pariiallv  filled,  by  ih-  pr.»- 
motion  to  the  rank  of  majora  of  two  chufs,  J.din  iJer- 


f.V^  .K  o77"i  /^o  7'^''  *"*''  •*'''"''^  "••  ^'P'-'"-  »«ti'«r  t-'  C.lon.I  Brearly  for  employing  the  Indian 
from  the  24  h  day  of  February  until  thai  Ume.  Ti.e  warriors.  Thi*  order  is  ad.lre-sed  to  Major  General 
general  held  and  sUff  further  consisted  of  one  assist-  ;  Ja.  kM.n  ;  and,  so  far  as  this  communication  and  the 
am  aojutant  general  who  receiv.d  per  month  ^ixty  '  answer  ol  Gen.  Jackson  thereto,  of  the  29th  January, 
dollars  pay,  twenty-four  dollars  lb-  sul*istence.  twen-  1818,  lurni.-h  any  aid  to  this  branch  of  the  inquiry,  it 
ly-lour  dollars  for  forage,  and  twenty-eight  dollars  and  ,s  ^ironnlv  to  be  inferred  that  the  emplovment  of  these 
eighteen  cents  allowance  for  servants.  Four  as.ist-nt  f.,r.  en  w..s  neither  in  accordance  with  the  views  of 
commissaries  of  purchases  were  also  app  .mled,  who.  the  War  Ueparinient,  nor  justified  by  any  existing 
respectively,  received  salaries  at  the  rate  ol  tliirteen  hun-  '  '  ^     -^  » 

dred  dollars  per  annum.     In  addition  to  these,  28  .  ap- 
tains,  28  first  lieutenanta.  and  28  »eo.i.d  lieult  nunu 


were  appointed;  the  whole  force  havmg  been  divided 
into  28  companies.  These  officers  were,  at  the  first 
organization  of  the  corpa,  appointed  by  the  Creek  na- 
tion of  Indians,  under  the  sanction  ol  the  coinn.ai.d.n« 
J»eneral.  By  what  authority  the  «)riginal  arrai  gemenl 
lor  ibe  organixatiou  was  changed,  the  rank  ol  several 


necetisity.  In  the  communication  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  (Jeneral  Jackson,  of  the  26th  day  of  Decem- 
ber. 1817,  directing  htm  to  assume  the  command  of  the 
forces  einploved  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Scott,  against 
the  Seminole  Indians,  he  was  informed  that  '*  the  reg- 
ul.ir  force  now  there  was  afniul  eight  hundred  strong," 
ami  "one  thousand  militia  of  the  State  of  Georgia 
were  c..1I»m1  into  service  ;"  *'  that  Gsncral  Gaines  esti- 
mated  the  strength  of  the   Indians  at  tweaty-aevea 
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hundred."     The  answer  of  General  Jackson    to  the 
War  Department,  of  tho  26th  January,  1818.  informed 
that  Department,  that  "  the  troops  assembled  on  the 
aouthern    boundary,   reinforced   with    the    Tennessee 
volunteers  called  into  service,"  would  enable  him  *'  to 
inflict  speedy  and  merited  chastisement  on  the  deluded 
Seminolea."     These  Indian  forces  were  not  mustered 
into  service  until  the  24th  day  of  February  thereafter. 
In  the  judgment,  therefore,  of  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  southern  division  of  the  Army  of  the   United 
|,  Sutes,  the  addition  of  this  extraordinary  force  of  six- 
teen hundred  and  thirteen   Indian  warriors  was  not 
deemed  necessary  to  the  execution  of  the  orders  which 
had  been  issued  for  "  a  speedy  and  successful  termi- 
nation of  the  Indian  war."    In  confirmation  of  the  opin- 
ion that  the  employment  of  these  forces  waa  viewed 
in  that  light  by  the  commanding  General,  the  commit- 
tee submit  with  this  report  the  proceedings  of  a  court 
msrtial  convened  by  his  order  for  the  trial  of  Colonel 
David  Brearly,  who  was  arrested  on  the  application 
of  General  Gaines  on  charges  of  alleged   neglect  of 
duty  in  not  forwarding  certain  supplies  from  the  Creek 
Agency,  destined  for  the  use  of  the  troops  of  the  Uni- 
ted   States    and   Georgia   militia    stationed    near   the 
Chehaw  village  and  at  Fort  ScoU.     To  theae  charges 
exhibited  by  General  Gaines  was  added,  by  order  of 
Major  General  Jackson,  a  charge  of  *'  unmilitary  con- 
duct," under  which  was  specified  an  alleged  offence, 
"  that  the  said  Colonel  David  Brearly  did,  in  the  month 
of  February  or  March,  1818,  muster  into  the  service 
of  the  United  Slates  a  large  body  of  Indian  warriors, 
at  or  near  Fort  Mitchell,  thereby  consuming  a  large 
quantity  of  the  supplies  laid  in  and  destined  for  the 
relief  of  Fort  Scott,  and  to  furnish  the  Tennessee  vol- 
unteers ;"  which  act  is  therein  alleged  to  have  "  tended 
manifestly  to  the  injury  of  the  service." 

After  an  investigation  of  several  days.  Col.  Brearly 
was  honorably  acquitted  of  all  the  charges  preferred 
against  him.  The  commanding  General,  by  an  order 
of  the  5lh  day  of  August,  1818,  approving  the  sen- 
tence of  the  court  on  this  specification,  observed  that 
"they  bad,  from  the  documents  produced,  properly  found 
him  not  guilty,  as  it  appeared  from  General  Gaines's 
letter,  bearing  date  the  29lh  of  January,  that  he  waa 
ordered  to  accept  all  the  Indians  that  might  be  dis- 
posed to  join  him."  Notwithftanding  the  commission 
of  this  act,  so  "  manifestly"  injurious  to  the  service, 
was  thus  directly  traced  to  the  superior  officer  of  Colo- 
nel Brearly,  no  proceedings  have  been  since  instituted 
to  fix  the  responsibility  of  the  alleged  ofifence  on  the 
officer  from  whom  the  order  emanated. 

The  committee  further  report,  that  it  appears  from 
the  documents  to  which  they  have  been  referred  by 
the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  22d  ultimo, 
that  Major  General  Andrew  Jackson  having  been  di- 
rected by  that  Department,  on  the  26th  of  December, 
1817,  to  assume  the  command  of  the  forces  in  the 
vicinity  of  Fort  Scott,  was  ordered  to  call  on  the  Ex- 
ecutives of  the  adjoining  Statea  for  such  additional 
militia  force  of  the  said  States  as  he  should  deem  it 
requisite  to  raise  for  the  execution  of  hi;)  orders,  to 
terminate  the  conflict  then  commenced  with  the  Sem- 
inole tribe  of  Indians.  Instead  of  obeying  this  order, 
he  proceeded  to  levy  an  army  from  the  people  of 
the  States  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  by  circular 
letters,  privately  addressed  to  individual  citizens  of  his 
own  selection.  In  this  circular  address  dated  on  the 
11th  day  of  January,  1818,  the  aid  of  one  regiment 
only,  to  be  composed  of  one   thousand  men,  waa  re- 


quested.     At  a  meeting,  however,  of  the  citixens  who 
were  to  command,  as  officers,  this  corps  of  levies,  on 
the  19th  day  of  January,  thereafter,  General  Jackaon 
accepted  the  services  of  two  regimenU,  to  be  raised  by 
voluntary  enlistmenU,  which  were  accordingly  assem- 
bled  together,  consisting  of  one  thousand  two  hundred 
and  eighty -SIX  citizens  of  those  Slates,  who  were  organ- 
tied  as  auxiliaries,  into  an  army  of  mounted  gunmen. 
I  he   organization  of  the  officers  commanding  theae 
regiments  was  made  under  the  authority  and  sanction 
of  the  commanding  General,  and  consisted  of  one 
assistant    adjutant    general,   one    assutant   inspector 
general  one   assistant  deputy  qnartermaster  general, 
one  judge  advocate,  one  chaplain,  two  colonels,  four 
lieutenant  colonels,  four  majors,  four  adjutants,  one 
forage  master,  one  assistant  forage   master,  two  sur- 
geons, four  surgeons'  mates,  two  quartermasters,  and 
eight  non-commissioned  staff.     To  this  organization 
of  the  general  regimental  field  and  staff,  were  added 
twenty  capUins,  twenty  first  lieutenants,  twenty  second 
lieutenants,  eleven  third  lieulenanU,  and  seventeen 
cornels.     The  additional  lieutenant  colonel  and  major 
!  to  each  regiment  was  made  in  consequence  of  an  agree- 
ment for  that    purpose  originally  made  by  General 
Jackson,     'ihe  ruinous  tendency  of  these  unauthor- 
ized  proceedings  is   forcibly   illustrated   by   the   fact, 
I  that,  on  the  assembling  of  these  forces  for  the  purpose 
.  of  being  mustered  into  service,  at  Fayetteville,  they 
j  brought  with  them  into  camp  no  less  than  forty  cap- 
tains.     The  reason  given  by  the  Inspector  General  of 
j  the  southern    division  of  the    Army,  who  mustered 
I  them  into  service,  by  order  of  General  Jackson,  for 
t  appointing  an   extraordinary  number   and    grade  of 
company  officers,  appears  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  by  that  officer,  of  the  9th  February, 
1818.     In  this  letter  Colonel  Hayne  observes,  that  to 
"  merge  the  lesser  fractions  into  the  larger,  and  thns 
amalgamate  them  into  single  companies,  to  cut  down 
captains,  to  leave  out  subalterns,  and  yet  to  satisfy 
and  secure  to  us  all  the  men,  has  been  a  very  difficult- 
task  indeed.     To  effect  this  object,  I  have  been  obliged, 
in  a  number  of  cases,  to  give  an  additional  lieutenant 
and  cornet  to  the  companies."     On  the  assembhng 
of  these  troops,  General  Jackson  proceeded  to  direct 
the  disposition  for  their  use  of  the  funds  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  regularly  appointed  officers  of  the  Army 
of  the   United  Sutes,  imposed  on  Major  Fanning,  of 
the  corps  of  artillery,  the  Umporary  duties  of  deputy 
quartermaster  general,  and  vested  him  with  authority 
to  draw  on   the  Quartermaster  General  for  any  addi- 
tional aums  wanted  for  supplies.     To  facilitate  their 
march,  be  aIt>o  authorized  the  Inspector  General  of 
the  southern  division  of  the  Army  to  draw,  either  on 
the  Secretary  of  War  or  the  Quartermaster  General 
at  Fort  Scott,  for  such  funds  as  might  be  found  neces- 
*uy'     These  troops,  thus  mustered   into  service,  and 
organized,  served  from  the  3l8t  day  of  January,  1818, 
until  the   2.'»th  day  of  June   thereafter,  and  have  re- 
ceived from  the   public  funds  the  pay  and  allowances 
made  to  the  regular  armies  of  the  nation. 


The  committee  further  report  that  two  companiea 
of  rangers,  under  the  command  of  Captains  Boyle  and 
Gist,  consisting  of  about  one  hundred  and  forty-five 
men,  were  called  into  service  by  order  of  Major  General 
Jackson,  during  the  Seminole  war.  It  does  not  ap- 
pear that  these  forces  were  mustered  into  service  pur- 
suant to  any  requirement  on  any  civil  or  executtTa 
officer  of  any  State  or  Territory.  By  the  letter  of 
WUUam  W.  Bibb«  Governor  of  the  Alabama  Territory, 
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dated  on  the  )6th  day  of  April,  1818,  it  appears  that 
at  the  date  he  was  "  ignorant  of  the  views  of  the  Gov* 
ernment  with  respect  to  Florida,"  that  he  '*knew  not 
the  orders  which  bad  been  issued  to  General  Jackson," 
and  that  he  was  "  not  acqaainted,  in  any  degree,  with 
the  arrangements  on  the  part  oi  the  United  States  for 
prosecuting  the  war  against  the  Seminole  Indians. 
The  answer  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Governor 
Bibb,  communicating  the  information  of  those  arrange- 
ments in  reply  to  his  inquiries,  was  transmitted  from 
the  War  Department  on  the  13th  day  of  May,  1618. 
No  muster  or  pay-rolls  of  these  forces  have  yei  been 
received  at  the  War  Department,  and  no  documents 
can  be  furnished  in  the  public  offices,  by  which  the 
number  of  these  forces,  the  period  of  their  enhstment 
or  discharge,  the  mode  in  which  the  officers  were  ap- 
pointed, or  by  whom,  can  be  satisfactorily  determined. 
The  communication  addressed  to  the  committee  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  on  the  19lh  instant,  contains  all 
the  information  existing  in  the  War  Department  rela- 
tive to  these  companies  of  rangers.  The  object  for 
which  these  forces  were  raised,  appears  in  the  letter 
of  General  Jackson  to  the  War  Department,  dated  on 
the  2d  day  of  June,  1818,  and  the  instructions  issued 
to  them  were  to  scouT'the  country  between  the  Mobile 
and  Apalachicola  rivers,  exterminating  every  hostile 
party  who  should  dare  to  resist,  and  would  not  sur- 
render and  remove  with  their  families  above  the  thirty- 
first  degree  of  latitude.  Excepting  this  letter,  the 
only  information  relative  to  these  forces,  which  exists 
in  the  War  Department,  is  found  in  the  papers  refer- 
red to  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  19th 
instant.  From  them  it  appears,  that  Captain  John 
B.  Hogan,  paymaster  of  the  4th  regiment  of  infan- 
try, was  directed  by  Colonel  King,  on  the  18th  day 
of  September.  1818,  to  prepare  an  estimate  of  the 
amount  of  funds  necessary  to  pay  them  off.  This 
estimate  is  submitted  with  this  report,  and  it  appears 
thereby,  that  the  sum  required  for  this  purpose  amounts 
to  nineteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
dollars  and  ninety-two  cents,  including  eight  thousand 
five  hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars,  for  pay,  seven 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars  for  subsistence,  and  ten 
thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars  allow- 
ance for  the  use  and  risk  of  horses. 

These  various  forces,  forming  no  part  of  the  Military 
Establishment  of  the  United  States  authorized  by  Con- 
gress, and  not  having  been  called  into  service  by  virtue 
of  any  law  providing  for  calling  forth  the  militia  of 
the  several  States,  the  committee,  in  obedience  to  the 
resolution  of  the  House,  which  has  imposed  on  them 
the  duty  of  reporting  whether  any  of  the  appropriations 
for  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  regular  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  have  been  applied  to  the  support  of  any 
army  or  detachment  of  troops  raised  without  the  con- 
sent of  this  House,  or  the  authority  of  Congress, 
deeming  that  on  the  preservation  of  the  Constitutional 
powers  of  Congress  the  chief  security  of  the  people  of 
these  United  States  against  all  encroachments  on  their 
liberties  must  for  ever  depend,  and  that  on  the  firm- 
ness, independence,  and  fidelity  of  their  immediate 
Representatives,  they  justly  rely  for  the  protection  of 
the  solemn  trust  confided  to  their  charge,  do  unre- 
servedly express  to  the  House  their  opinion,  that  the 
levying  of  these  forces,  their  organization  and  employ- 
ment in  the  public  service,  was  in  violation  ol  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  a  dangerous 
infringement  on  the  powers  of  Congress. 

To  attempt  seriously  to  establish,  by  argument,  that 


Congress  alone  possesses  the  power  to  raise  armies*' 
instead  of  partaking  of  the  nature  of  an  inquiry  how 
extensive  the  breach  sustained  by  the  Constitution  has 
been,  would  rather  imply  that  it  might  be  doabted 
whether  we  have  any  Constitution  at  all.  In  no  in- 
stance of  the  delegation  of  sovereignty  to  the  Federal 
Government  have  the  people  manifested  greater  cau- 
tion and  wisdom,  than  in  confiding  to  their  immediate 
Representatives  the  exercise  of  this  power,  which, 
above  all  others,  is  susceptible  of  the  most  alarming 
abuses  in  every  government.  The  experience  of  all 
nations  had  uniformly  taught  them  that  their  only 
security  from  violence  and  rapacity  was  to  be  found 
in  the  careful  restraint  of  its  exercise.  In  the  elective 
franchise  an  adequate  remedy  was  provided  for  the 
redress  of  most  of  those  abuses  which  originate  from 
the  temptations  of  avarice  and  the  love  of  power;  but 
they  well  knew,  that  whenever  their  liberties  should 
be  directly  assailed,  the  physical  force  of  the  Govern- 
ment alone  could  be  resorted  to,  for  the  successful 
accomplishment  of  the  designs  of  ambition.  The  un- 
limited power  of  supporting  any  military  establish- 
ment whatever  is  denied,  even  to  Congress ;  and  the 
term  of  appropriations  for  this  object  hss  been  wisely 
restricted  to  the  Constitutional  period  of  service  of  the 
members  of  this*  House.  So  highly  fraught  with  dan- 
ger has  the  raising  of  troops,  and  their  maintenance, 
been  considered,  that,  except  in  time  of  war,  actual 
invasion,  or  imminent  danger,  these  powers  have  been 

withheld  from  the  State  Legislatures;  sovereignties 

whose  jurisdictions  are  more  comprehensive  and  in- 
definite than  any  known  to  our  institutions.  To  levy 
armies,  without  the  authority  of  Congress,  is,  there- 
fore, to  substitute  the  arbitrary  pleasure  or  caprice  of 
individuals,  in  the  place  of  the  national  will,  and  to 
violate  all  those  securities  which  the  people  have  pro- 
vided for  their  safety. 

The  nature  or  character  of  this  assumption  of  power 
derives  no  exemption   from   the  application   of   these 
principles,  by  reason   of  the  particular   description  of 
the  forces   originally  called  into    service    by  General 
Gaines,    and    subsequently   commanded    by    General 
Jackson.     As  lawfully  might  a  commanding  officer  in 
the  army,  of  his  own   authority,   receive  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the   United  States,  as  auxiliaries,  the  forces 
stationed  in   the  neighboring  provinces  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, as  to  embody  and  organixe  into  regular  armies, 
and  associate  with  his   command,   the   Indian  tribes 
residing  within  our  jurisdictional  limits.     In  relation 
to  forces  of  this  latter  description,  the  Constitution 
has  heretofore  received    a   practical  exposition  from 
Congress;  which,  whether  we  consider  the  period  of 
its  enactment,  or  the  character  of  the  distinguished 
patriot  and  statesman,  from  the  history  of  whose  ad- 
ministration this  illustration  is  derived,  is  entitled  to 
the    greatest   consideration    and    respect.     So  clearly 
does  it  seem  to  have   been   at  that  time  considered 
that  the    power  of  employing    Indian    forces  in  the 
public  service,  even  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier, 
had  not  been  vested  even  in   the   Executive  Depart- 
ment, that,  in   the  act  entitled  "An  act  making  fur- 
ther and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of 
the  frontiers  of  the   United  States,"  approved  on  the 
5th  day  of  March,   1792,  it  was  found    necessary  to 
derive  that  power   from    the    authority  of  Congress; 
and  the  President  oi  the  United   States  was,   by  the 
15th  section  of  the  said   act,   authorized  by  Congress 
to  employ,  in  the  public  service  of  the  nation,  that 
description  of  forces,   in    cabe   he  should  deem  the 
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measure  to  be  expedient.     This  act  was  repealed  by  !  to  the  existence  of  our  Union,  and  a  free  government 
Congress,  and  the  authority,  thus  conferred,  ceased  I  has  the  prcaervation  of  the  rights  of  individual  States! 

I  in  their  full  extent,  according  to  a  just  construction  of 


on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1795. 


The  appointments  of  the  officers  of  this  corps  of  In- 
dians, and  the  promotion  which  took  place  by  order 
of  General  Jackson,  were  also,  in  the  opinion  of  the 


the  principles  of  our  Constitution,"  been  considered 
by  Congress,  that  the  utmost  extent  of  power  to  call 
forth  the    militia,  conferred  by  the  act  of  the  28th  of 


committee,  an  infringement  on  the  powers  confided  to  February,  1795,  even  on  the  Executive,  has  only  au- 
the  Executive  of  the  United  States  and  to  the  Senate,  thoriied  the  issuing  of  orders  for  that  purpose  to  the 
It  IS  scarcely  more   than   to  repeat  a  mere  political  I  '♦  officers  of  the  militia."     Neither  the  Executive,  by 


truism,  to  ssy  that  the  exercise  of  all  power  whatever, 
not  derived  from  the  will  of  the  people,  is  not  only  in 
itself  unlawful,  but  contrary  to  the  fundamental  prin 


virtue  of  any  authority  which   has  been  conferred  by 
this  act,  or  much  less  an  officer  of  the  regular  Army, 
,  of  his  own   authority,  can,  without  the  assumption  of 

ciples  of  every  free  government,  and  the  orderly  ad-    powers  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  the  Constitution, 
ministration  of  iu  public  concerns.     The  declared  will    and  of  the  most  dangerouF  tendency,  proceed  to  levy 
of  the  nation  has  intrusted  to  the  President  and  Sen-    armies  by  enlistment  from  the  citizens  of  the  respective 
ate  alone  the  power  of  appointment  to  all  offices,  not  >  Stales.     When  it  is  further  considered  that  the  author- 
otherwise  provided  for  by  the  Constitution.     The  pru-    ity  of  the  States  over  their  militia  "ceases  when  they 
dence  and  wisdom  of  these  eminent  and  distinguished    are  called  into  theserriceof  the  General  Government;'' • 
functionsries  of  the  Government,  were  the  guaranties  j  that  they  "  constitute  a  part  of  the  national  force  for^ 
on  which  the  people  relied  for  the  careful  selection  of  I  the  time,  as  essentially  as  the  troops  of  the  regular' 
those  subordinate  agents  to  whom  the  sword  of  the  j  Army;"  that,  "like  the  regular  troops,  they  are  paid 
nation  was  to  be  intrutled.     The  assumption,  there-  i  by  the  nation  ;  like  them,  their  operations  are  directed 
fore,  by  others,  of  the  responsibility  of  exercising  this    by  the  same  government;"  and   that  their   superior' 
power,   IS  self-created— unrecognised  by  our   institu-    commander  may  be  designated  by  the  Executive  of  the 
tions,  and  tends  to  the  most  pernicious  and  alarming    United  States,  it  is  evident  that  the  chief  reliance  of 
disorders  in  the  administration  of  the  Government.     In    the  States  for  the  preservation  of  this  great  bulwark  of 
the  case  of  military  appointments,  the  most  powerful  [  their  liberties,  must  essentially  consist  in  scrupulously 
as  well  as  the  most  obvious  considerations  especially  j  retaining  the  selection  o{  those  officers  to  whose  au- ' 
demand  that  this  power  should  not   be  wrested  from  j  thority  their  citizens  are  to  be  immediately  subjected, 
the  hands  of  those  on   whom  alone  the  Constitution  |  From  whatever  source,  therefore,  the  officers  selected 
has  imposed  this  high  responsibility.  for  the  command  of  these  volunteer  forces  might  hav* 

The  Congress  ofthe  United  States  alone  is  vested  with  M^^^i^c^   th<^ir  rank,  the  power  to  appoint  them  wa» 
the  general  authority  to  organize   the  militia,  and  to  j  self-assumed,  inasmuch  as  the  appointments  were  not   ' 
provide  for  calling  them  forth  for  the  purpo.^es  expressed  !  made,  and  they  held  no  commissions  by  virtue  of  any 
in  the  Constitution.  These  powers  have  been  executed.  I  ■"^'^ority  for  that  purpose,  derived  from  any  of  tb«^ 
Not  only  the  organization,  but  the  rank  and  descrip-    States. 


tion  of  the  officers  of  the  militia  has  been  prescribed 
by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  8th  dsy  of  May,  1792, 
and  the  act  of  the  2d  day  of  March,  1803.  Neither 
ofthese  acts  contain  any  authority  for  the  appointment 
of  those  descriptions  of  officers  selected  for  the  com- 
mand of  the  corps  of  volunteers,  who  were  respectively 
invested  with  the  rank  of  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
Assistant  Inspector  General,  and  Assistant  Deputy 
QuarUrmaster  General.  These  offices  have  been  cre- 
ated only  in  the  regular  Army  of  the  United  States. 

The  extraordinary  assignation  of  an  additional  lieu- 
tenant colonel  and  major  to  each  regiment,  and  a  third 
lieutenant  and  cornet  to  each  company,  is  also  un- 
known to  the  laws  providing  for  the  organization  of 
the  militia.  With  whatever  force  the  propriety  or  ne- 
cessity of  varying  these  laws  may  be  urged,  until  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  who  are  the  Constitu- 
tional judges  of  the  utility  of  such  a  measure,  and  who 
have  the  exclusive  right  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the 
militia,  and  the  sole  power  to  establish  regulations  for 
their  government,  shall,  by  the  authority  with  which 
they  have  been  thus  invested,  revise  the  present  system, 
there  is  no  power  known  to  our  institutions  which  can 
lawfully  execute  any  schemes  of  reformation  or  im- 
provement in  the  established  organization  of  the  mili- 
tary force  of  the  nation. 

By  the  further  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  the 
appointment  of  the  officers  of  the  militia  is  expressly 
reserved  to  the  States.  The  object  of  this  reservation 
of  power  was  to  provide  for  the  security  of  the  people 
against  the  success  of  any  design  which  might  be 
formed  to  alienate  the  militia  from  the  allegiance  which 
they  owed  to  their  respective  States.     So  "  necessary 


The  committee  submit  to  the  House  with  this  re-^ 
port,  a  vindication  of  the  proceedings  of  General  Gaines, 
addressed  by  that  officer  to  the  Department  of  War, 
dated  at  Augusta,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  on  the  17th 
day  of  October,  1819.     This  document  chiefly  relates 
to  the  result  of  the  measures  adopted  by  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  ;  and, 
although  the  committee  do  not  consider  that  subject 
to  be  directly  connected  with  their  duties,  as  prescribed 
by  the  resolution  of  the  House,  yet  they  afe  impelled 
by  a  sense  of  that  justice  which  is  due  to  an  officer 
whose  proceedings  are  the  subject  of  inquiry,  to  furnish 
all  the  information  within  their  power,  however  re- 
motely affecting  the    investigation  confided  to  their 
charge. 

It  does  not  appear  to  the  committee  at  what  time 
General  Gaines  made  known  to  the  War  Department 
his  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  assembling  and  or- 
ganization of  the  Creek  warriors,  under  the  command 
of  William  Mcintosh.  In  a  letter  addressed  to  that 
Department,  on  the  16th  day  of  December,  1817,  he 
observes,  that  the  steps  which  he  had  taken  were 
"known  to  the  Department  of  War;"  but  the  date 
of  this  letter  was  several  days  antecedent  to  the  first 
order  issued  to  Colonel  Brearly  for  the  mustering  of 
these  forces. 

That  a  crisis  of  such  great  public  peril  and  immi- 
nent danger  to  the  nation,  might  exist,  as  to  palliate,  if 
not  in  a  great  measure  justify,  a  commanding  General 
in  departing  from  the  strict  rules  of  subordination  and 
obedience,  the  committee  most  readily  admit;  but 
they  believe  that  a  careful  examination  of  the  circum- 
stances under  which  these  Indian  forces  were  assem- 
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bled,  must  lead  to  the  cooviction  that  any  necessity 
which  might  have  been  supposed  to  exi<>t  lor  resorting 
to  this  extraordinary  proceeding,  is  rather  to  be  im- 
puted  to  the  premature  commencement  of  hostilities 
by  the  commanding  General,  than  to  any  unforeseen 
or  inevitable  cventv  not  within  his  own  control,  and 
which  a  cautious  and  prodent  foresight  of  the  proba- 
ble result  of  his  own  measures  would  not  have  en- 
abled him  to  avoid. 

The  waste  of  the  public  resources  which  has  result- 
ed from    these  various  assumptions  uf  tht;   power  of 
raising  armies,  is  not  among  the  least  of  the  pernicious 
disorders  which  have  originated  from   these  unauthor- 
ized measures.     The  comaiittee  submit  to   the  House 
with  this  report  an  abstract  of  the  mustci  rolls  of  the 
militia,  volunteers,  and  Indian  warriors,  employed  in 
the  public  service   during  the   late   operations  of  the 
army  against  the  Indians,  on  the  southern  frontier  of 
the  United   States.     It  appears  from  this  document, 
furnished  from  the  oOice  of  the  Paymaster  General, 
that  the  whole  number  of  such  forces  (including  the 
rangers  under  the  command  of  Captains   Boyle  and 
Gist,)  employed  during  the  war  with  the  Seminole 
Indians,  exclusive  of  the  troops  of  the  regular  army, 
amounting  to  six   thousand   and  tifty>eight  men,  of 
which  number  four  hundred  and  twenty  served  in  the 
general  and  regimental  field  and  staff,  and  as  company 
officers.     The  whole  number  of  forces,  of  all  descrip- 
tions, actually  in  service  on  the  Ist  day  of  April,  1818, 
amounted  to  upwards  of  five  thousand  six  hundred 
men.     From  the  state  of  the  accounts  it  is  impossible 
at  this  time  satisfactorily  to  ascertain  the  whole  amount 
of  public  expenditure  on  the  object  for  which  these 
forcea  were  raised.     The  disposition,  however,  of  the 
appropriations  made  by  Congress  for  the  support  of  a 
brigade  of  militia,   amounting   to  fjur  hundred  and 
forty-six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-three  dol- 
lars,  appears  by  the   annexed  statements,  furnished 
from  the  office  of  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury 
Department.     The  pay-rolls  of  only  four  companies 
of  the  Tennessee  volunteers  have  yet  been   received. 
From  an  examination  of  these  it  appears  that  the  pay 
master  of  those  forces.  Captain  John    B.  Hogan,  has 
paid  to  the  men,  respectively,  the  sum  of  fifteen  dol- 
lars and  fifty  cenU  each,  as  an  allowance  for  clothing. 
Should  the  same  disbursement  for  this  allowance  have 
been  made  to  the  whole  number  of  the   non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  privates   of  this  corps,    the  total 
amount  of  this  item  will  exceed  the   sum  of  eighteen 
thousand    dollars.       The    amount    of  these    pay-rolls 
(twenty-seven  thousand   eight  hundred  fifty-five  dol- 
lar! and  forty.five   cenU)   having   been  carried  to  the 
charge  of  the  appropriations   for  a  brigade   of  militia, 
in  the  annexed  abstract  from   the  office  of  the  Second 
Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  and  appearing  thereby,  also, 
to  have   been  deducted  from   the  balance  remaining 
due  from   the  paymaster,    on  account  of  this  fund,  a 
letter  was  addressed   to  the  Second  Auditor,  request- 
ing that  officer  to   inform   the  committee  by  virtue  of 
what  law  of  the  United  States  or  regulation   relating 
to  this  subject,  the   paymaster  was  entitled  to  credit 
at  the  Treasury  for  a  disbursement  of  this  nature. 
From  the  answer  o[  the  Second  Auditor,  herewith  sub- 
mitted, dated  on  the  15th  instant,  and  from  an  in-ptc- 
tion  of  the  books  of  that  office,  it  appears  that  the  ac- 
counts of  the  paymaster,  which  include  this  item,  have 
not  been  acted  on  at  the  Treasury,  nor  has  any  part 
of  them  been  passed  to  his  credit.     This  disbursement 
being  directly  contrary  to  the  act  of  the  28th  day  of 


February,  1795,  and  totally  unauthorized,  the  officer, 
cannot  receive  credit  therefor  under  any  circum- ' 
stances  whatever. 

It  appears   further  to  the  committee,   that  the  ac- 
counu  lor  the  moneys  paid  to  the  Creek  warriors,  com- 
posing the  general   field   and  stafT  of  that   corps,  for 
forage  and  servants,  have  been  passed  to  the  credit  of 
the  disltursing  officer,  in  the  office  of  the  Second  Au- 
ditor  of  the  Treasury,  without  any  evidence  whatever 
that  the  number  of  horses  and  servants  allowed  for, 
were    actually   kept   or   employed   by    those    persons. 
The  explanation  which  the  Second  Auditor  relies  upon 
as  a  justification  of  this  departure  from  the  established 
regulations  of  the  Treasury  Department,  is  contained 
in  the  communication   of  the   5th   instant,    addressed 
by  that  officer  to  the  committee.     In  their  opinion 
this  deviation  from  tho^e  regulations  which  have  been 
adopted,  as  salutary    and   indispensable   restraints  on 
improper  expenditures  of  the   public  moneys  by  the 
disbursing  officers  of  the   Government,    or  any  other 
persons  acting  in  such  capacity,  and  which  in  all  cases 
should  be  impartially  applied,  was  irregular  and  un- 
authorized. 

The  House  having  authorized  the  committee  to  re- 
port by  bill,  they  have  devoted  their  attention  to  the 
devising  of  some  legislative  remedies  against  the  re- 
currence of  these  disorders.  To  prescribe  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Constitution  by  legislative  enactments, 
might  tend  to  impair  its  high  and  uncontrollable  sanc- 
tions, and  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the 
several  committees  of  the  House  furnish  an  adequate 
remedy  against  all  abuses  in  the  public  expenditure. 
'I'he  committee,  therefore,  submit  the  facts  contained 
in  this  report,  and  the  documents  which  establish  them, 
referring  them  to  the  discretion  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Reid,  of  Georgia,  moved  that  five  thousand 
copies  thereof  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House; 
in  support  of  which  he  remarked  that  this  was  a 
Government  depending  in  a  peculiar  manner  on 
the  strength  of  public  opinion  ;  that  the  House 
would  recollect  that  the  debate  on  the  Seminole 
war  had  gone  before  the  public,  that  a  report  of  a 
committee  of  the  Senate  at  the  last  session  had  also 
gone  forth,  and  that  a  vindication  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  and  his  Commanding  Gene- 
rals, prepared  by  an  unknown  hand,  had  been  put 
into  circulation,  and  found  its  way  even  to  their 
tables,  and  that,  without  any  prejudices  of  any  de- 
scription to  gratify,  he  wished  all  the  facts  and 
evidence  (now  laid  before  the  House  by  this  report) 
to  be  as  extensively  spread  before  the  people  as  the 
documents,  dec,  to  which  he  had  alluded. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Strother  at 
some  length  ;  who  argued  that  it  would  be  an  un- 
necessary expense,  as  the  report  would  probably 
receive  a  general  circulation  through  the  public 
papers ;  and  that  the  usual  number  (sixtv  copies) 
would  be  sufficient  for  the  use  of  the  members,  dec. 

The  motion  fo  print  five  thousand  copies  was 
lost,  as  was  a  motion  to  print  three  thousand,  and 
a  motion  to  print  one  thousand  ;  after  which,  the 
usual  number  was  ordered. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURI. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by 
their  Secretary,  announcing  that  the  Senate  iMut 
on  their  amendments  to  the  bill  for  the  admission 
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of  Maine  into  the  Union,  which  had  been  disa<n-eed 
to  by  this  House.  " 

Mr.  Tavloh  moved  that  the  House  irisist  on  its 
disofpree-ment  to  the  said  amendments. 

Mr.  Cobb  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether  the 
question  could  be  divided  so  as  to  be  taken  sepa- 
rately on  each  principle  embraced  in  the  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  Lowndes  remarked,  in  substance,  that  it 
appeared  to  him  there  would  be  much  difficulty  in 
coming  to  any  conclusion  on  these  amendments  in 
which  the  two  Houses  would  concur;  that  he 
thought  therefore  that  it  would  be  better  to  lay 
them  aside  until  this  House  had  matured  and  finally 
acted  on  the  bill  now  before  it,  for  the  admission 
of  Missouri,  and  ascertained  how  it  was  received 
by  the  Senate,  &c. ;  with  this  view  he  moved  that 
the  amendments  be  laid  on  the  table. 

On  this  question  the  House  divided,  and  the  mo- 
tion was  negatived — yeas  74,  nays,  85. 

Mr.  Cl'lpeper,  then,  after  some  remarks  to  show 
the  propriety  and  necessity  of  mutual  forbearance 
on  a  question  so  important  and  delicate ;  and  from 
the  hope,  that,  by  acting  conclusively  on  the  bill 
now  before  the  House  and  sending  it  to  the  Sen- 
ate, all  difficulty  would  be  gotten  over,  dec- 
moved  that  the  amendments  be  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Holmes,  and 
Mr.  Whitman,  who  were  averse  to  delaying  a 
final  dwision  on  these  amendments  with  which  the 
admi.ssion  of  Maine  was  connected,  and  which  they 
wished  to  separate  from  it  as  promptly  as  possible. 

The  motion  to  postpone  the  amendments  was 
negatived  without  a  count. 

The  main  question  then  recurring,  it  was  so 
divided,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cltlkr,  of  Louisiana, 
as  to  be  first  taken  on  insisting  on  the  disagreement 
of  this  House  to  the  first  eight  sections,  (connect- 
ing with  the  Maine  bill  provisions  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Missouri,)  and  was  decided,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows  : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  New  York,  Bate- 
man,  Reecher,  Boden,  Brush,  Buffum,  Butler  of  New 
Hampshire,  Campbell,  Case,  Clagett,  Cook,  Crafts, 
Cushman.  Darlington,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson, 
Dowse,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of 
Pennsylvania,  Fay,  Folger,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Ful- 
ler, Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Guyon, 
Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hen- 
dricks, Herrick,  Hibshman,  Heister,  Hill,  Holmes, 
Hostetter,  Kendall,  Kinsey,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Linn, 
Livermore,  Lyman,  Maclay,  Mallary,  Marchand, 
Mason,  Meech,  Meigs,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Monell, 
Morton,  Moscley,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts, 
Nelson  of  Virginia,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Pat- 
terson.  Phelps,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rich,  Rich- 
ards,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Ser- 
geant, Silsbee,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Southard, 
8teTen^  Storrs,  8tree^  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of 
New  York,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins  Tracy 
Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,'  Whit-' 
man,  and  Wood— 97. 

Nats— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennes- 
see, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia, 
Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brown' 
Bryan,  Burton,  Burwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon,' 


Cobb  Coek«,  Crawford,  Culbreth,  Culpeper,  Cothbert, 
Davidson  Earle,  Edwards  of  North  CaVolina,  Ervin 
Fisher,  Floyd,  Fu  lerton,  Garnett,  Hardin,  Hooks, 
Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent. 
LilUe,  Lowndes,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLean  of  Ken- 
tucky,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Neale,  Newton.  Overstreet. 
Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Pindall,  Quarles,  Ran- 
dolph,  Rankin  Reed,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  RoberUon. 
Settle,  Shaw,  Simkins,  Slocumb,  Smith  of  Maryland 
B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith 
ot    iNorth    Carolina,    Strother.    Swearingen,  Terrell 

rrimble.  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Warfield,  Williams 
of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  CaroHna— 76. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  insisting  on  the 
disagreement  of  the  House  to  the  remaining  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  (being  the  9th  section,  em- 
bracing the  compromise  principle.) 

Mr.  Lowndes  wished  to  remark,  before  this 
question  was  taken,  that,  although  he  should 
always  be  ready  to  vote  for  such  a  proposition,  sub- 
stantially, when  presented  to  him,  combined  with 
the  free  admission  of  Missouri ;  yet,  as  the  amend- 
ment relative  to  Missouri  had  been  disagreed  to,  it 
woiild  be  useless  to  retain  this  amendment  in  con- 
nexion with  the  Maine  bill  alone,  and,  is  he  should 
therefore  now  vote  against  retaining  it,  he  wished 
his  motive  to  be  understood. 

Mr.  McCreary  made  a  remark  or  two  to  the 
same  effect ;  when — 

The  question  was  taken  on  insisting  on  the  dis- 
agreement of  the  House  to  the  9th  section  of  the ' 
Senate's  amendments,  and  carried— yeas  160,  nays 
14,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of 
MassachuselU,  Allen  of  New  York,  Allen  of  Tennes- 
see, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Vir- 
ginia, Ball,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Boden,  Bre- 
vard, Brown,  Brush,  Bryan,  Buffum,  Burton,  BurwHI, 
Butler  of  New  Hampehire,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Camp- 
bell, Cannon,  Case,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cook,  Crafts, 
Culbreth,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Davidson, 
Dennison,  Dewitt,   Dickinson,  Dowse,  Earle,    Eddy, 
Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania, 
Edwards  of  North  Carolina.  Ervin,  Fay,  Fisher,  Floyd, 
Folger,  Foot,   Ford,   Forrest,   Fuller,  Garnett,  Gross 
of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Guyon,  Hackley, 
Hall  of  New  York,  Hardin,  Hazard,  Hemphill.  Hend- 
ricks,  Herrick,    Hibshman,    Heister,     Hill,    Holmes, 
Hooks,  Hostetter,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of 
Tennessee,  Kendall,  Kent,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Lincoln, 
Linn,  Livermore,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McCoy, 
McCreary,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Marchand, 
Mason,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Monell, 
Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massa- 
chusetts,   Nelson    of   Virginia,    Newton,    Overstreet, 
Parker  of  MassachusctU,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patter- 
son,   Phelps,    Philson,    Pinckney,    Pindall,     Pitcher, 
Plumer.    Quarles,    Randolph,    Rankin,    Reed,    Rhet, 
Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Rog- 
ers, Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sergesnt,  Settle,  Silsbee, 
Simkins,  Slocumb,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth 
of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Southard,  Ste- 
vens, Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York,  Strother, 
Swesringen,  Taylor,  Terrell,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins, 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Tyler,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Walker  of 
North  Carolina,  Wallace,  Warfield,  Wendover,  Whit- 
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man,  Wiiliamn  of  VirgiDia,  William*  of  Xorth  Caro- 
lina, and  Wood. 

Nat« — Messrs.  Baldwin,  Bloomfield,  Cocke,  Cul- 
peper,  Fallerton,  Latbrop,  Little,  Mercer,  Shaw,  Sloan, 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Strong  of 
Vermont,  and  Tarr. 

So  the  House  insisted  on  its  disagreement  to 
the  whole  of  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the 
Maine  bill ;  and  the  Clerk  was  directed  to  acquaint 
the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 


sure.  He  had  omitted  it,  because  it  was  sufficiently 
expressed  in  subsequent  parts,  and  he  had  not 
deemed  it  important  here. 

Considerable  discussion  ensued  on  Mr.  Tay- 
lor's amendment,  in  which  it  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Scorr,  Whitman,  and  Clay,  and  was 
supjwrted  by  the  mover  and  Mr.  Livermorc;  and 

The  question  being  taken  thereon,  was  decided 
in  the  n^ative,  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  by  striking  out 


that  the  Senate  ask  a  conference  on  the  subject-  of  the  clause  which  designates  the  kmd  of  person? 

matter  of  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  who  shall  vote  for  delegates  to  the  convention  of 

on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  enti-  the  State,  the  word  whU^,so  as  to  extend  the  priv- 

tlcd  "An  act  for  the  admiision  of  the  State  of  ilege  of  voting  to  all  "  free  male  citissens ;"   and 

Maine  into  the  Union,"  and  have  appointed  man-  spoke  at  some  length  in  support  of  his  motion,  and 

.u„  ..».j        r  .u  -^  explanation  of  his  opmions  on  other   points 

;  which  had  been  introduced  in  the  debate  of  the  bill. 


agers  at  the  said  conference  on  their  part. 
THE  MISSOURI  BILL 


The  House  then  again  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  (Mr.  Cobb  in  the  chair.)  on  the 
Missouri  bill — Mr.  Storrs's  proposition  to  insert 
therein  the  clause  to  exclude  slavery  from  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  Stales,  we^t  of  the  Mississippi, 
and   north   of  thirty-six   degrees   thirty   minutes 

north  latitude,  (excepting  the  proposed  State  of !  quired,  when  it  appeareTthat'but"oneniembe"r"( the 
Missouri,)  bemg  still  under  consideration.  mover  of  the  amendment)  rose  in  its  support. 

Mr.  Beecuer  resumed  and  concluded  the  speech.        After  filling  the  bhinks  in  the  bill,  according  to 


Mr.  Ranoolph  rose  in  opposition  to  this  amend- 
ment, and  spoke  about  an  hour  and  a  half  on  this 
motion,  and  other  topics  which  he  embraced  in  its 
consideration.  ■ , 

Some  proceedings  took  place  on  a  point  of  order 
which  was  made;  after  which,  the  question  was 
put  on  Mr.  Allen's  motion,  and  a  division  re- 


which  he  commenced  on  Saturday,  against  the 
amendment,  and  in  defence  of  the  right  of  Con- 
gress to  impose  the  slavery  restriction,  heretofore 
discussed. 

Mr.  Randolph  again  rose,  and  ^poke  some 
time  against  the  amendment,  and  in  reply  to  some 
of  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Beecher. 

Mr.  Mallary,  of  Vermont,  spoke  some  time  in 
explanation  of  the  reasons  which  would  induce 
him  to  vote  against  the  amendment,  though  he 
was  in  favor  of  restriction  on  the  territories  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  &c. 

Mr.  Storhs  next  addressed  the  Committee,  in 
a  short  but  earnest  >pe€ch,  in  support  of  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  made  a  few  remarks  against 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Baldwin  spoke  a  short  time  in  favor  of  the 
amendment,  and  in  reply  to  a  point  or  two  of  Mr. 
Beecher's  remarks. 

■  The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Storrs's 
amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative—ayes  33. 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  to  fill  up  the 
details  of  the  bill. 


the  motions  of  Mr.  Scott,  of  Missouri, 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  an  amendment,  [one  which 
he  had  offered  on  the  first  day  that  the  bill  was 
taken  up,  and  then  withdrawn,]  by  adding  to  the 
last  section  the  following  clause :  "And  if  the  same 
'  (the  constitution]  shall  be  approved  by  Congress 
'  at  their  next  session  after  the  receipt  thereof;  the 
'  said  Territory  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as 
'  a  State,  upon  the  same  footing  as  the  original 
.'States.''  ^  ^ 

This  motion  was  advocated  by  the  mover,  and 
I  earnestly  opposed  by  Messrs.  Scott,  Clay,  and 
I  Mercer  ;  and,  after  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Butler, 
'  of  Louisiana,  touching  the  case  of  Louisiana,  re- 
j  ferred  to  in  the  debate, 

j      The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Taylor*«  mo- 
j  tion,  and  negatived — ayes  75,  noes  84. 

Mr.  Storr.s  then  offered  an  amendment,  in  effect 
to  transfer  the  restrictive  amendment  already 
!  adopted,  to  the  sixth  section  of  the  bill,  (whicn 
;  embraces  those  provisions  in  the  nature  of  com- 
!  pact,^  and  so  modify  it  as  to  make  it  a  recominenda- 
i  tion  for  the  free  acceptance  or  rejection  of  the  con- 
vention of  Missouri,  as  an  article 


xt    rr^  J  ,  ,  i  ~ ..«-.., -^..^  »...,..,.  of  compact,  to 

Mr.  1  aylor  moved  an  amendment  thereto,  go-    exclude  slavery,  instead  of  er,jiriuiuo  it  as  an  abso- 
ing  to  strike  out  all  that  part  providing  the  appor-  \  lute  condition  of  their  admission.  ' 


tionment  of  delegates  to  the  convention  among 
the  several  counties,  and  substituting  therefor,  in 
substance,  a  provision  leaving  the  apportionment 
to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Territory,  accord- 
ing to  the  free  population  thereof. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose  to  offer  a  little  amendment 
to  the  amendment,  which  he  supposed  had  drop- 
ped out  of  it  by  accident :  it  was  the  word  vhUe — 
a  matter,  he  observed,  of  some  importance  yet  to 
those  on  the  south  side,  as  they  said — and  proceed- 
1^  *^^*^id  his  remarks  on  the  subject ;  when 
Mr.  Taylor  accepted  the  amendment  with  plea- 


Mr.  Clay  seconded  the  motion,  and,  with  the 
mover,  zealously  urged  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment. It  was  opposed  as  zealously  by  Messrs. 
Taylor,  Sergeant,  and  Gross,  of  New  York. 

The  debate  had  continued  some  time,  with  much 
animation ;  when,  in  consequence  of  the  doubts 
expressed  whether  the  amendment,  in  its  present 
shape,  was  in  order,  Mr.  Storrs  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  Clay  renewed  the  amendment  in  substance, 
but  so  changing  the  manner  of  inserting  it  in  the 
bill  as  to  avoid  the  objection  as  to  the  point  of 
order. 
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The  debate  was  renewed  on  the  popositioir,  and 
continued  with  undiminished  zeal,  by  Mr.  Clay 
in  its  support,  and  by  Messrs.  Taylor,  Sergeant, 
Randolph,  and  Cook,  against  it. 

The  question  being  put,  the  Committee  divided, 
and  the  amendment  was  negatived,  as  follows  : 
For  the  amendment  82,  against  it  92. 

No  other  amendment  being  offered,  about  half 
past  nine  o'clock  the  Committee  (having  rejected 
several  motions,  in  the  course  of  the  evening,  to  i 
rise  and  report  progress)  rose  and  reported  the  bill  i 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  Lowndes  laid  the  following  proposition  on  i 
the  table,  as  an  amendment  of  the  rules  and  orders  I 
of  the  House  :  j 

"  And  if  any  member  shall  not  confine  himself  to  | 
the  question  under  debate,  and  shall  be  called  to  ' 
order,  if  the  derision  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House, 
upon  appeal,  be  against  the  member  thus  deviating  , 
from  the  question,  such  member  shall  not  be,  at  that 
time,  permitted  to  proceed,  without  the  special  leave  ' 
of  the  House." 


The  House  then  adjourned. 


TuEsoAY,  Febuary  29. 
Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  submitted  the! 
following  resolution,  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table: 

•'  Retoletd,  That  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  directed  to  report  a  bill,  authoriring  the  ' 
Grand   Lodge  of  the  District  of  Columbia  to  erect  a  ] 
Masonic  Hall,  in  this  city,  by  lottery."  i 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  RULES.  | 

The  House  then  took  up  the  motion,  offered  last 
evening  by  Mr.  Lowndes,  to  amend  the  rules  and 
orders  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Strother  opposed  the  proposition,  and 
spoke  at  considerable  length  to  show  that  it  was 
unnecessary,  and  might  he  dangerous  and  opres- 
sive,  and  was  inexpedient. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  a  few  words  to 
the  same  effect. 

Mr.  Randolph  offered  to  amend  the  proposition 
by  adding  thereto  the  following  proviso  : 

"  Provided,  That  in  such  case  the  words  in  question 
shall  be  reduced  to  writing,  and  that  the  member,  thus 
called  to  order,  shall  be  at  liberty,  if  he  shall  choose, 
to  explain  the  same." 

Mr.  R.  followed  his  motion,  at  some  length,  witTi 
remarks  in  illustration  of  the  oppressive  effects 
which  might  be  apprehended  from  the  proposition, 
without  the  qualification  which  his  amendment 
proposed,  with  which  the  rule,  he  admitted,  would 
be  salutary. 

Mr.  Lowndes  spoke  in  support  of  his  proposi- 
tion, and  defended  it  principally  on  the  ground  of 
Its  necessity  to  prevent  the  time  of  the  House  from 
being  wasted  by  irrelevant  debate ;  to  prevent  a 
yet  greater  evil— an  injury  to  the  character  of  the 
House  by  suffering  such  a  waste  of  time the  con- 
sequent creation  of  an  opinion  that  the  House  is 
inadequate  to  the  proper  discharge  of  its  duties, 
&c.,  and  that  no  undue  regard  for  the  principle  of 
the  liberty  of  speech  ought  to  overrule  a  measure 


necessary  to  counteract  evils  so  serious  as  those  he 
had  noticed.  He  disapproved  Mr.  Randolph's 
aniendment  because  it  would  neutralize  his  propo- 
sition, and  leave  the  rules  just  as  inoperative  as 
they  were  at  present,  in  the  case  he  wished  to 
provide  for. 

Mr.  Mercer,  with  the  view  of  proceeding  at 
once  to  the  important  business  of  the  day,  moved 
to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table;  but  the  motion 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  M.  theri  moved  the  indefinite  postponement 
of  the  proposition,  and  spoke  at  some  length  against 
it,  as  placing  in  the  hands  of  a  majority  of  the 
House  an  engine  of  oppression  and  injustice.  He 
waived  his  motion,  however,  to  give  place  to  a 
motion  by 

Mr.  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  who  enter- 
tained doubts  on  the  expediency  of  the  proposition 
and  was  not  prepared  at  this  "moment  to  vote  on 
it;  and,  therefore,  moved  its  postponement  until 
to-morrow.  This  motion  prevailed  ;  and  the 
amendment  was  postponed  accordingly. 

MAINE  BILL. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  message  from  the  Senate  asking  a  conference 
upon  the  subject-matter  of  the  disagreeing  votes  of 
the  two  Houses  on  the  amendments  proposed  by 
the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  ad- 
mission of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the  Union  ;" 
whereupon, 

Rtwlved.  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  con- 
ference asked  by  the  Senate  upon  the  subject  mat- 
ter of  the  disagreeing  votes  ot  the  two  Houses  on 
the  amendments  depending  to  the  bill  aforesaid, 
and  that  managers  be  appointed  to  the  .same  on 
their  part. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Holmes,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr. 
Lowndes,  Mr.  Parker,  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Mr.  KiNSEY,  be  the  managers  at  the  said  confer- 
ence on  the  part  of  this  House. 

MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  the  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution  and  Slate 
government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State 
into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  origi- 
nal States;  and,  the  said  amendments  being  read, 
were  concurred  in  by  the  House,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  following : 

"  .\nd  shall  ordain  and  establish,  that  there  vhall  be 
neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  in  the  said 
State,  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of  crimes 
whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  cooTicted  : 
Provided,  always,  That  any  person  escaping  within 
the  same,  from  whom  laborer  service  is  lawfully  claimed 
in  any  other  State,  such  fugitive  may  be  lawfully  re- 
claimed, and  conveyed  to  the  person  claiming  his  or  her 
labor,  or  service,  as  aforesaid  ;  Provided,  neoertkeiess. 
That  the  said  provision  shall  not  be  construed  to  alter 
the  condition  or  civil  rights  of  any  person  now  held  to 
service  or  labor  in  the  said  Territory." 

The  question  was  then  stated  to  concur  in  the 
said  amendment ;  when, 
Mr.  Storrb  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  striking 
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was  achieved ;  it  was  an  acquiescence  in  the  bond- 
age of  those  of  our  fellow-men  in  whose  services 
their  possessors  conceived  they  had  a  property.  It 
was  a  compromise  for  the  sake  of  peace,  and  con- 
fined whoUv  to  thetlien  United  States,  and  not  ex- 
tended to  tne  tCTritory  possessed  or  to  be  acquired. 
The  parts  of  the  Constitution  which  I  shall  recite 
are  section  2d,  article  3d  :  "Representatives  and 
'  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned  among  the  sev- 
'  era!  States  according  to  their  respective  numbers, 
'  which  shall  be  determined  by  adding  to  the  whole 


out  these  words  :  "And  shall  ordain  and  establish 
that ;"  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert  the  following, 
to  wit  : 

•  *'And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  following  prop- 
ositiong  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  offered  to  the  aaid 
cunventiun,  for  their  free  acceptance  or  rejection,  to  be 
incorporated  into  the  Constitution  of  the  said  State,  as 
articles  of  compact  l>etween  the  said  State  and  the 
United  Sutes,  viz  :  That  there  be  neither  slavery  nor 
involuntary  servitude  in  the  said  State,  otherwise  than 

in  the   punishment  of  crimes  whereof  the  party  shall „  „    — „.„    .«  »u^  „„ 

have  been  duly  convicted  ;  Provided,  always.  That  '  '  numbers  of  frw  pisonr,  iicTuIirng  tho^boun^^^ 
any  perwn  escapmg  withm  the  same  Irom  whom  labor  \  '  service  for  a  term  of  years,  and  excluding  In- 
or  sen-.ce  is  lawfully  claimed  in  any  other  State,  such  I  '  dians  not  taxed,  three-fifths  of  all  persons,''  &c. 
[S!t7s,n"l?mil'''h    ^  'r  '.T*^*  '"^  '*'"'*^'r  '°    '^'^^'^  P*^  ^^  '^^  ^''^^^^  ^  »»ave  thus  noted,  and  the 

"^'z^i^::^  ^t;  rh^^ir/r^vt/n  .^r^S  imi^^ta';'  ^^r^'h"  ^'''' " ''^'  "^K- 

shall  not  be  construed  to  alter  the  condition  or  civ."    ,  ^^^'^/"^  importation  of  such  persons  as  any  ol  the 

rights  of  any  person  now  held  to  service  or  labor  in    ,  ^J T  °f  "L^^^^l"?  '*"/.  *^^"^  P'°P^'  *°  *^°"*^ 
the  said  Territory.  ^"^"  ^ot   be  prohibited  by  Congress  prior  to  the 

•  -.     „  ,  ^  !  '  year  1808,  but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on 

Mr.  Khea  spoke  near  an  hour  against  the  re-  '  such  importation,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for 
^^i^^'°°V  r  iv'      ,.  ^      .•  ,  *  ^^^^  person,"  manifestly  show,  (corroborated  by 

Mr.  Walker,  ot  INorth  Carolina,  spoke  a  short  the  declaration  made  on  this  floor,  by  the  member 
tinae  on  the  same  side  i  from  South  Carolina,  who  had  been  a  member  of 

Mr.  toRD,  ol  New  York,  spoke  half  an  hour  the  Convention,)  that  the  States  of  South  Caro- 
m  answer  to  the  remarks  of  several  gentlemen  lina  and  Georgia  would  not  have  come  into  the 
who  had  opposed  the  restriction.  |  Union  if  this  concession  had  not  been  made  by 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  replied  briefly  to  Mr.    the  other  States;  that  it  was  a  compromise,  and 
K,  ana  in  explanation  of  remarks  which  he  had  ,  that  the  words  in  the  9th  section,  "as  any  of  the 
xM^  S?      ■         r  ,-  !  ^^^^^^  '^o^  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit," 

Mr.  Welson,  of  Virginia,  next  rose  and  entered  i  although  the  words  slave,  slaves,  or  slavery  are 
into  a  general  examination  of  the  restriction  in  the  ;  not  in  the  Constitution,  yet  it  is  inferred,  and  ser- 
proposedcase;  to  show  that  Congress  possessed  I  vitude  is  confined  to  the  then  United  States,  and 
°V#^    D  °  ""P^^^  '^-    .  °°^  extended  to  the  territory.     Does  not  the  limi- 

Mr.  Randolph  spoke  some  time  against  Mr.  tation  in  the  9th  section  of  the  Constitution  most 
ST0RR8  8  amendment.  manifestly  declare  the  power  of  Congress  to  pro- 

Mr.  bMiTH,  ot  Maryland,  followed,  and  address-  hibit  the  importation  of  such  persons,  say  slaves, 
ed  the  House  at  considerable  length  against  the  ,  by  limiting  the  exercise  of  the  authority  until  the 
right  of  restriction,  &c.        ,       .  ,  i  year  1808,  and  which  could  only  have  been  meant 

Mr.  b  ORREST,  of  Pennsylvania,  spoke  as  fol-  |  to  be  operative  on  the  old  United   States,  as  will 
w'  oil  appear  by  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  7th 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  rise  to  give  my  reasons  why  I  '  April,  1798,  to  authorize  the  establishment  of  a 
stiall  vote  ior  the  restriction  and  against  the  i  government  in  the  Mississippi  Territory  ?  At 
amendment  offered  to  it,  or,  in  other  words,  more  least  ten  years  before  the  expirationof  the  limita- 
in  unison  with  my  feelings,  why  I  shall  vote  i  tion  contained  in  the  9th  section,  before  recited 
apinst  the  extension  of  slavery  beyond  the  bounds  i  the  7th  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  just  allud- 
ol  the  old  United  States.  I  rise  with  unfeigned  ed  to,  prohibits  the  importation  of  slaves  into  the 
delerence  to  those  who  have  gone  before  me,  whose  j  Mississippi  Territory,  from  any  port  or  place  with- 
abihties  are  so  pre-eminent,  whose  research  has  ;  out  the  United  States,  under  a  penalty  of  three 
been  so  profound,  and  whose  powers  and  eloquence  hundred  dollars,  and  the  slave  to  be  entitled  to  his 
have  been  so  impressive  on  the  subject,  that  very  i  or  her  freedom;  as  also  the  act,  passed  26th  March, 

llLllP   IS   IPIt    inr    mo  tn  coir  I    Ko  o-n    .>^o,.„..„^.l     _..  lorxi      _        ..•  t  ■    ■  .  '  "^  ? 


little  is  left  for  me  to  say.  I  have  possessed  my- 
self of  sundry  notes  from  the  Constitution  and 
other  documents,  to  aid  me  in  my  feeble  attempt, 
lest  I  should  be  embarrassed,  not  being  accustom- 
ed to  public  speaking,  and  having  but  small  hopes, 


1804,  erecting  Louisiana  into  two  territories,  and 
providing  for  the  temporary  government  thereof. 
See  the  10th  section,  in  the  following  words : 

"The  prohibition  of  the  importation  of  slaves  in  the 
territories,  not  only  from  any  port  or  place  without  the 


anA  !«!.„  «-  JL.-.  c  I.  ■         lP  -t^-,     lerruoncs,  not  only  irom  any  port  or  p  ace  without  the 

?av  ofnPw^M  r'rh  '^i^^^H^  '^  T'  ^  ''"^^^  i  U°'»*^  ^'•^"'  ''"^•'«>  f^-^  "y  Ponor  place  within 
ray  of  new  light  on  the  subject.  1  shall  commence  the  l.miu  of  the  United  State.,  of  any  slave  or  .lave. 
t)y  declaring  that  the  Constitution,  so  far  as  slavery  which  shall  have  been  imported  into  the  United  States 
may  be  interred  from  it,  is  nothing  but  the  creature  since  the  first  day  of  May,  1798." 
ot  compromise,  which  I  can  testify,  on  a  retro-  !  This  act  was  passed  at  least  six  years  before  the 
spect  ot  my  feelings  at  the  time  of  its  adoption,  '  expiration  of  the  limitation  before  mentioned,  and 
or  rattier  when  it  was  promulgated  for  the  con-  i  had  relation  to  the  slaves  imported  into  the  Uni- 
sideration  ot  the  public.     It  was  a  compromise  to    ted  States  since  May,  1798.  i 

prevent  disunion;  it  was  a  dereliction  ot  first  prin-        Now,  is  not  this  conclusive  to  show  that  the 
cipies  upon  which  the  independence  of  our  country  |  Congress  could  not  have  entertained  the  most  dis- 
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tant  idea  that  the  territory  belonging  to  the  United 
States  was  entitled  to  a  participation  in  the  com- 
promise with  the  old  States?  No:  if  they  had 
they  never  would  have  passed  those  acts,  but 
would  have  considered  the  limitation  contained  in 
the  9th  section  of  the  Constitution  as  applying  to 
the  territory  as  well  as  to  the  old  United  States. 

It  seems  too  plain  to  admit  a  doubt,  that,  previ- 
ous to  the  year  1808,  Congress  had  the  power,  and 
exercised  it,  to  prohibit  the  migration  and  impor- 
Ution  of  slaves  into  their  territories,  and  into  new 
States  formed  out  of  their  territories;  and  if  it  may 
be  prohibited  into  new  States,  (which  has  been 
done,)  why  not  the  same  authority  to  make  it  a 
condition  for  the  admission  of  territories  into  new 
States? 

The  third  section  of  the  Constitution,  part  the 
first:  "New  States  may  be  admitted  by  Congress 
into  the  Union,"  and  so  on.     Second  part:  "The 
'  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  to 
'  make  all  needfuljrules  and  regulations  that  policy 
*  and   expediency  may  dictate  for  public  good;^' 
and,  in  exercising  their  powers.  Congress  passed 
the  resolution,  on  the   10th  day  of  April,  1780: 
"  That  the  unappropriated  lands  that  may  be  ceded 
'  to  the  United  States  by  any  particular  State,  pur- 
suant to  the  recommendation  of  Congress,  should 
be  disposed  of  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  Uni- 
'  ted  Slates,  and  admitted  into  the  Federal  Union 
'  with  all  the  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and 
independence,  with  other  States." 
It  was  in  consequence  of  this  resolution,  that 
Virginia,   New  York,   Massachusetts,  and  Con- 
necticut, ceded  to  the  United  States   claims  to 
land  withm  their   States  respectively,   beyond  a 
given  line,  which  they  thereby  made  their  western 
boundary.     Virginia  ceding  all  her  territory  north- 
west of  the  river  Ohio,  in  conformity  to  the  reso- 
lution of  the  10th  day  of  October,  1780,  Congress 
passed  an  ordinance,  on  the  13th  day  of  October, 
1787,  for  the  government  of  the  territory  north- 
west ot  the  river  Ohio,  being  that  part  of  the  ces- 
sion made  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  ordaining,  in 
the  articles  of  compact,  that  the  territory  should 
be  restricted  from  taxing  the  lands  the  property  of 
the  United  States,  and  providing  that  in  no  case 
should  the  non-residents'  land   be  taxed  higher 
than  residents';  the  6th  article  of  which  inhibits 
slavery  and  involuntary  servitude.     The  fifth  sec- 
tioii  ot  the  said  ordinance  having  varied  the  dis- 
position of  the  territory  into  States  from  the  mode 
pomted  out  in  the  cession  made  by  Virginia  to  the 
United   States,  Congress  passed  a  resolution  re- 
commending to  the  State  of  Virginia  a  reconsider- 
ation of  her  cession,  or  so  much  of  it  as  prescribed 
the  bounds  of  the  States  to  be  formed  out  of  terri- 
tory ceded  by  her,  so  as  to  comport  with  the  views 
of  Congress,  contained  in  the  5th  section  of  the 
ordinance  to  divide  the  ceded  territory  into  distinct 
States  of  not  more  than  five  nor  less  than  three  as 
the  situation  of  the  territory  might  require      The 
State  of  Virginia,  by  the  act  of  her  Legislature 
did  so  reconsider  the  section,  and  adopted  the  5th 
section  of  the  ordinance  of  Congress  verbatim- 
and,  at  the  same  time,  the  6th  section,  prohibiting 
slavery  and  involuntary  servitude,  was  the  subse- 


quent section;  by  which,  and  by  her  full  repre- 
sentation on  the  floor  of  Congress,  she  became  a 
party  m  imposing  the  restrictions,  however  incon- 
sistent her  conduct  is  at  this  day,  for,  had  she 
thought  they  were  incompatible,  or  unconstitu- 
tional, she  would  have  then  made  her  objections, 
and  not  at  this  day;  but,  as  she  did  not,  the  terri- 
tory was  formed  into  three  States,  which  were 
subsequently  admitted  into  the  Union,  to  wit: 
Ohio,  Illinois,  and  Indiana,  and  now  are  respect- 
ively represented  on  this  floor,  without  diminution 
of  sovereignty. 

The  State  of  Georgia  ceded  to  the  United  States 
all  the  territory  within  her  chartered  bounds,  be- 
yond a  given  line,  and,  by  the  fifth  part  of  the  first 
section  of  the  articles  of  agreement  between  the 
United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  she  au- 
thorized the  formation  of  the  State  of  Mississippi 
to  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  on  the  same  con- 
ditions and  restrictions,  with  the  same  privileges, 
and  in  the  same  manner,  as  is  provided  in  the  or- 
dinance of  Congress  passed  the  13th  day  of  July, 
1787;  which  ordinance  was  thereby  directed,  in 
all  Its  parts,  to  extend  to  the  territories,  except  that 
article  which  forbids  slavery. 

This,  the  State  of  Georgia  had  a  right  to  except, 
the  territory  being  within  the  chartered  bounds  of 
the  State  of  Georgia;  and,  of  course,  within  the 
limits  of  the  old  United  Stales.     Mississippi  -was 
admitted  into  the  Union  in  December,  1817,  and 
Alabama  was  authorized   to  become  a  State  in 
1819,  upon  the  same  conditions  and  restrictions, 
both  formed  out  of  the  same  territory.  I  now  will 
state  a  question— if  the  States  of  Ohio,  Georgia, 
Virginia,  and  other  Stales,  can  cede  their  territory' 
to  become  States  in  the  Union,  and  that  under 
restriction,  cannot  the  United  Stales  do  the  same 
with  their  territory,  without  impairing  their  sov 
ereignly,  when  they  are  admitted  into  the  Union? 
I  will  relieve  the  Committee  from  further  atten- 
tion, after  a  very  few  remarks  on  observations  that 
have  been  made  by  members  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment.    The  member  from  Virginia,  who  is   not 
now  in  his  place,  but  who  I  have  in  my  eye,  when 
on  the  floor  dealt  out  denunciations  of  disunion, 
massacre,  civil  war,  horror,  and  blood,  exclaiming 
that,  if  the  restriction  should  be  earned,  this  would 
be  the  darkest  day  our  country  ever  saw.     Here  I 
must  differ  with  the  member.     No  ;  the  morning 
of  the  26th  day  of  December,  1776,  let  me  tell  the 
youth,  whose  father  was  a  fellow-soldier  of  mine, 
a  Revolutionary  compatriot  in  the  cause  of  liberty, 
was  the  darkest  time  our  country  ever  saw.     It 
was  then  Washington  led  his  patriot  band  of 
freemen  to  the  battle  of  Trenton,  the  forlorn  hope 
of  the  independence  of  his  country.     It  was  then 
he   commanded   the   rifle   corps   under  Captains 
Washington  and  Monroe  to  drive  in  the  Hessian 
pickets.     Methinks  I  see  the  striplings  skipping  in 
obedience.   The  action  became  general,  and  Wash- 
ington, at  their  head,  pooring  forth  his  patriotic 
exhortation,  in  words  that  will  ever  be  remembered 
by  me,  and  ought  tx)  be  impressed  on  the  minds  of 
every  friend  to  liberty:  "  That  the  darkest  time  of 
night  was  just  before  day  ;"  which  was  soon  veri- 
fied by  the  surrender  of  the  Hessians,  an  event  that 
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gave  a  preponderance  to  the  invisible  balance  held 
by  the  hand  of  Him  who  weighs  the  fate  of  nations. 
It  was  that  event  that  laid  the  foundation  of  our 
country's  independence,  and  to  which  we  are  in- 
debted for  our  seats  at  this  day,  in  this  splendid 
hall,  once  more  engaged  in  the  cause  of  liberty. 
When  Washington  led  on  his  little  patriot  band, 
to  them  he  was  as  a  modern  Moses ;  he  went  be- 
fore them  as  a  pillar  of  smoke  by  dav,  and  a  column 
of  fire  by  night;  his  sympathy  in  tneir  distress  and 
sufferings  allayed  their  hunger  and  quenched  their 
thirst.  They  followed  him  as  the  modern  Israelites, 
the  Israelites  of  the  day,  with  their  MTim  and  thxmn- 
v\m  on  their  breasts,  the  insignia  of  their  cause 
inscribed  on  escutcheons  of  brass,  fixed  on  their 
bayonets  and  sword-belts — liberty  or  death — united 
we  stand,  divided  we  fall — 'tis  for  posterity  we  die. 
Posterity !  what,  posterity  perpetuate  slavery !  How 
shall  I  express  myself  ?  Oh  pour  un  mantle  pour 
couvrir  les  faces  de  ceui  qui  sont  les  fils  de  mes 
compatriots,  who  with  me  in  battle,  fell,  whose 
death  I  then  regretted  as-premature  and  unfortu- 
nate, snatched,  as  I  then  thought,  from  a  partici- 
pation in  the  blessings  of  an  happy  independence, 
in  the  full  enjoyment  of  every  civil  and  religious 
liberty.  But  now  I  have  occasion  to  rejoice ;  yes, 
rejoice  overmuch,  that  they  were  not,  liite  me,  per- 
mitted to  live  to  see  posterity  outgrow  the  remem- 
brance of  the  patriotic  virtues  of  their  fathers,  by 
an  act  for  the  extension  of  slavery. 

It  has  been  a  source  of  very  considerable  pain  to 
me,  and  an  afflicting  exercise  of  mind,  to  hear 
members  on  one  side  of  the  House,  or  those  who 
are  opposed  to  restriction,  use  such  language 
against  their  fellow-members  on  the  other  side,  as 
does  not  comport  with  their  dignified  standing  on 
this  ftoor.  Denunciation,  sarcasm,  and  insinua- 
tion, serve  to  irritate  and  excite  warmth  with  some, 
but  with  me  they  only  produce  sorrow,  that  the 
exemplary  and  conciliatory  language  of  Abraham, 
the  elder,  to  Lot,  the  younger  brother,  did  not  per- 
vade our  feelings.  '-Let  there  be  no  strife  between 
thee  and  me,  between  thy  herdsman  and  mine;  are 
we  not  brethren  ?"  I  shall  notice  an  allusion  to 
me  by  a  member  when  on  the  floor,  who  was 
pleased  to  characterize  the  extremes  of  my  life,  by 
portraying  the  previous  part  in  all  the  habiliments 
and  trappings  of  a  soldier  in  uniform  clothes  and 
epaulettes.  The  friend  must  have  had  but  a  very 
imperfect  knowledge  of  the  Revolutionary  Army, 
if  he  supposed  that  they  were  as  neatly  dressed  and 
equipped  as  the  officers  of  the  present  day.  No,  it 
was  the  inability  of  Congress  to  furnish  the  means 
to  either  feed,  pay,  or  clothe  the  army,  that  reduced 
them  to  starvation,  and  to  the  necessity  of  cutting 
up  their  only  blankets  to  make  a  coat  and  overalls ; 
and  as  to  rank,  it  could  not  be  distinguished  for 
the  want  of  epaulettes.  I  was  in  hopes  the  little 
service  I  rendered  to  ray  country  would  not  have 
been  sufficient  to  have  brought  me  into  notice  at 
this  day ;  it  is  a  part  of  my  life  I  wish  to  forget, 
being  opposed  to  war,  believing  it  to  be  unlawful 
in  the  sight  of  God.  But,  if  the  extension  of  sla- 
very grows  out  of  the  question  before  the  Commit- 
tee, 1  shall  think  the  small  share  I  have  had  in  the 
Revolution  was  the  blackest  part  of  my  life. 


My  plainness  of  dress  and  manners  were  also  no- 
ticed and  complimented,  as  belonging  to  the  so- 
j  ciety  of  Friends,  otherwise  called  Quakers.    1  trust 
1  am  a  member  of  the  church  militant,  and  in  spi- 
!  ritual  unison  with  friends,  whose  character  is  peace 
I  and  good  will  to  all  men;  and  I  am  authorized  to 
1  say,  that  I  would  cheerfully  give  up  the  Territory 
i  to  the  inhabitants  to  free  their  fellow-men,  to  avert 
I  what  has  been  threatened,  but  which   I  cannot 
i  think  will  ever  be  realized.    However,  I  cannot  do 
;  an  evil  that  good  may  come  out  of  it. 
I      I  now  shall  conclude,  with  expressions  of  respect 
for  the  members  from  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  who 
were  pleased  to  compliment  the  State  of  which  I 
I  am  an  humble  Representative,  by  ascribing  its  dig- 
;  nified  standing  in  the  Union  to  the  exemplary  con- 
j  duct  of  the  people  called  Quakers.     Would  to  God 
;  we  were  all  Quakers ;  there  would  be  less  strife, 
more  harmony  and  brotherly  love  among  us ;  and, 
if  we  were  to  follow  their  precepts  and  emulate 
their  virtues,  we  should  do  as  they  do ;  they  build 
all  their  churches  without  a  lottery ;  they  do  not 
sell  their  pews  to  the  highest  bidder ;  but  sit  on 
benches,  master  and  man ;    they  maintain  their 
own  poor,  and  pay  their  tax  assessed  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  poor  of  the  township  they  live  in ; 
they  believe  God  to  be  a  spirit,  and  worship  in 
spirit  and  truth. 

Mr.  Parker,  of  Virginia,  occupied  the  floor 
about  half  an  hour,  on  the  other  side.  When  Mr. 
P.  concluded — 

The  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Storrs,  was  put,  and  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  82,  nays  98,  as  follows  : 

Yka8 — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tenn««- 
see,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Vir- 
ginia, Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bloomfield,  Brevard, 
Brown,  Bryan,  Burton,  Burwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana, 
Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke.  Crawford,  Crowell,  Culbreth, 
Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davidson,  Earle,  Edwards  of 
North  Carolina,  Ervin,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Fullerton,  Gar- 
nett.  Hall  of  North  Carohna,  Hardin,  Hill,  Holmes, 
Hooks,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Little,  Lowndes,  Mc- 
Coy, McCreary,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,   Mason,    Meigs,    Mercer,    Metcalf,   Neale, 

;  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Overstreet,  Parker  of 
Virginia,  Pinckney,  Pindall,  Quarles,  Rankin,  Reed, 
Rhea,  Ringgold,  RoberUon,  iSeltle,  6haw,  Simkins, 
Slocumb.  Smilh  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia, 
A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Storrs, 

:  Strother,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Vir- 
ginia, Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker  of 
North  Carolina,  Warfield,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and 
Williams  of  North  Carolina — 82. 

Nats — Messrs.    Adams,   Allen    of   Massachusetts, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Baker,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Boden, 
,  Brush,  Buffum,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell, 
Case,  Clagelt,  Clark,  Cook,  Crafts,   Cuuhman,  Dar- 
lington,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Eddy, 
Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania, 
Fay,  Folgcr  Foot,  Ford.  Forrest,  Fuller,  Gross  of  New 
York,  Gross  oi  Pennsylvania,  Guyon,   Hackley,  Hall 
of  New  York,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Herrick, 
!  Hibshman,  Heister,  Hostetter,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Ten- 
I  nessee,  Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln, 
'  Linn,  Livermore,  Lyman,  Maclay,  Mallary,  Mjirchand, 
I  Meccb,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton,  Mose- 
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,     So  the  House  concurred  in  the  restriction. 
j    Mr.  Taylor  then  renewed  a  motion  which  he 
had  made  unsuccessfully  in  Committee,  to  amend 
the  last  section  of  the  bill,  by  striking  out  the 
words  ''and  the  said  Stales,  when  formed,  shall  be 


l«y,  Murray,  NeUon  of  MasMchuaetU,  Parker  of 
Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Phelps,  Philson,  Pitcher, 
Pluraer,  Randolph,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Rogers, 
Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Smith 
of  New  Jersey,  Southard,  Stevens,  Street,  Strong  of 
Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tom- 
linson,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer, 
Wallace,  Wendover,  Whitman,  and  Wood— 08. 

Mr.  Scott  then  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
restrictive  amendment,  having  for  its  object,  in 
substance,  to  prevent  the  operation  of  the  restric- 
tion either  on  the  slaves  now  in  Missouri  or  on 
their  increase. 

This  proposition  was  advocated  by  Mr.  Camp- 
RELL  of  Ohio;  but, 

Mr.  Scott,  at  the  suggestion  of  several  of  his 
friends,  withdrew  his  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in 
the  restrictive  amendment,  adopted  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  motion  or  Mr,  Taylor,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows : 

Y«Ai — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachosetta,  Al- 
len of  New  York,  Baker,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Boden, 
Brush,  Buffum,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell, 
Case,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cook,  CrafU,  Cuahman,  Dar- 
lington, Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Eddy, 
Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania, 
Fay,  Folger,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  GroM  of  New 
York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall 
of  New  York,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Her- 
rick, Hibshman,  Heister,  Hostetter,  Kendall,  Kinaey, 
Kinaley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore,  Lyman, 
Maclay,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Mcech,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore, 

Monell,  Morton,  Moseley,Murray,Nelson of  Massachu- 
setts, Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Phelps,  Phil- 
son,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Ro- 
gers, Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan, 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Southard,  Stevens,  Street, 
Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr,  Tay- 
lor, Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Upham,  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Wallace,  Wendover,  Whitman,  and  Wood— 94. 
Nats— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Vir- 
ginia, Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bloomfield,  Brevard, 
Brown,  Bryan,  Burton,  Burwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana, 
Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Culbreth, 
Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davidson,  Earle,  Edwards  of 
North  Carolina,  Ervin,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Fullerton, 
Garnett,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hill,  Holmea, 
Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee, 
Kent,  Little,  Lowndes,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLane 
of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mason.  Meigs, 
Mercer,  Metcalf,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton, 
Overstreet,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Pindall, 
Quarles,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Ringgold, 
Robertson,  SetUe,  Shaw,  Simkins,  Slocumb,  Smilh  of 
Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia, 
Smith  of  North  CaroUna,  Storrs,  Strother,  Swearingen, 
Terrell,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Tyl«,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Warfield, 
Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Caro- 
lina— 86, 


admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States,"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof 
the  following  :  »  and  if  the  same  (the  constitution) 
shall  be  approved  by  Congress,  the  said  Territory 
shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  upon 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States." 

This  question  was  briefly  supported  by  the 
mover,  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Scott 
LowNOES,  Mercer,  Floyd,  and  Hendricks  • 
and,  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  de^ 
cided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 
Y«AS — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Al- 
len of  New  York,  Buffum,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire, 
Clark,  Crafls,  Cuehman,  Darlington,  Dennison,  Dowse, 
Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania, 
Fay,  Folger,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hemp-' 
bill,  Herrick,  Hostetter,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lyman, 
Maclay,  Marchand,  Mecch,  Morton,  Murray,  Patter- 
son, Phelps,  Philson,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond, 
Rogers,  Rom,  Sergeant,  Storrs,  Strong  of  Vermont, 
Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tracy,  Van 
Rensselaer ,  Wallace,  Wendover,  and  Wood — 49, 

Nats— Messrs,  Abbot,  Alexander,  AHen  of  Ten- 
nessee,   Anderson,    Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of 
Vermont,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bateman, 
Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brown,  Brush,  Bryan, 
Burton,  Burwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Can- 
non, Case,   Clagett,   Cobb,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crawford, 
Crowell,     Culbreth,   Culpeper,    Cuthbert,    Davidson, 
Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Earle,   Eddy,   Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Ervin,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Ford,  Fullerton, 
Garnett,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania, 
Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin, 
Hazard,  Hendricks,  Hibshman,  Heister,  Hill,  Holmes, 
Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennes- 
nessee,  Kendall,  Kent,  Kiirsey,  Little,  Lincoln,  Linn, 
Livermore,  Lowndes,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLane  of 
Delaware,    McLean    of    Kentucky,  Mallary,    Mason, 
Meigs,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  R,  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Monell, 
Moseley,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Over- 
street,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,   Parker  o{  Virginia, 
Pinckney,  Pindall,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Randolph,  Ran- 
kin, Reed,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Russ,  Sampson, 
Settle,  Shaw,  Silsbee,  Simkins,  Sloan,  Slocumb,  Smilh 
ofNew  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smyth  of  Vir- 
ginia, A.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina, 
Southard,  Stevens,  Street,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  Tom- 
linson, Tompkins,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tuc- 
ker of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker  of  North  Caro- 
lina,   Warfield,   Williams  of  Virginia,  and   Williams 
of  North  Carolina— 125. 

The  question  recurring  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time, 

Mr.  Storrs  moved  to  amend  the  biU,  by  adding 
thereto  a  new  section,  providing  for  the  exclusion 
of  slavery  from  all  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States  weslof  the  Mississippi  and  north  of  thirty-six 
degrees  thirty  minutes  of  north  latitude,  excepting 
the  proposed  State  of  Missouri — (the  amendment 
commonly  called  the  compromise.) 

Mr.  Randolph  spoke  a  short  time  against  this 
amendment. 

Mr.  Foot  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  the  words  "  thirty-six  degrees  thirty 
minutes  north  latitude,"  30  as  to  leave  the  provi- 
sion applicable  to  all  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States, 
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Mr.  Clark  made  a  few  remarks  against  the 
propriety  of  introducing  the  amendment  offered 
0)r  Mr.  Storrs  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  Randolph  stated  much  at  large,  the  rea- 
sons why  he  should  vote  against  the  compromise. 

Mr.  Foot  explained  the  object  of  his  motion, 
which  was,  chiefly  to  attempt  an  accommodation 
of  conflicting  opinions  on  this  subject,  of  stripping 
the  question  of  the  Constititutional  difficulty,  and 
to  test  the  sincerity  of  those  who  had  maintained 
the  restriction. 

Mr.  Cobb  spoke  at  considerable  length,  and 
very  warmly,  against  all  restriction  whatever,  as 
tending  to  universal  emancipation. 

Mr.  Storrs  rose  and  stated  that,  from  the  con- 
sideration that  his  proposition  might  create  delay 
in  the  passage  of  the  bill,  by  drawing  out  a  long 
diacussioD,  and  thus,  by  procrastinating  any  result 
from  the  conference  between  the  two  Houses, 
operate  to  delay  the  admission  of  Maine  beyond 
the  4th  of  March,  the  time  to  which  she  had  been 
limited  by  the  parent  State — he  would  withdraw 
his  proposition. 

The  question  was  then,  at  length  taken,  on  or- 
dering the  bill  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows : 

Y»A« — Messrs.  AJam*,  Allen  of  New  York,  An- 
derson, Baker,  Bateman,  Beechcr,  Boden,  Brush,  Buf- 
fum,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Case,  Cia- 
gett,  Clark,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cuahman,  Darlington,  Den- 
nison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowee,  Eddy,  Edwards  of 
Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Fay,  Folger, 
Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of 
Pennsylvania,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York, 
Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibsbman,  Heister, 
Hill,  Hostetter,  Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Lathrop, 
Lincoln,  Linn,  Lyman,  Maclay,  Mallaryi  Marchand, 
Meech,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton,  Moseley, 
Murray,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Parker  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Patterson,  Phelps,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Plumer, 
Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Samp- 
son, i^rgeant,  Si!sl>ee,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey, 
Southard,  Stevens,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong 
of  New  York,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins, 
Tracy,  Dpham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover, 
Whitman,  and  Wood— 93. 

Nats— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tenn., 
Archerof  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baldwin,  Ball, 
Barbour,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brown,  Bryan,  Burton, 
Burwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon,  Cobb.  Cocke, 
Crawford,  Crowell,  Culbreth,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert, 
Davidson,  Enrle,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Ervin, 
Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot,  FuUerton,  Garnett,  Hall  of  North 
Carolina,  Hardin,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of 
Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Little,  Livermore, 
Lowndes,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Delaware, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mason,  Meigs,  Mercer,  Metcalf, 
Neale,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Overstreet,  Par- 
ker of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Pindall.Quarles,  Randolph, 
Rankin,  Reed,    Rhea,    Ringgold,    Robertson,   Settle, 

Shaw,  Simkins.Slocumb,  Smith  of  Mary  land,  B.Smith 
of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North 
Carolina,  Storrs,  Strolher,  Swearingen,  Trimble,  Tuc- 
ker of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler, 
Walker  ot  North  Carolina,  Warfield,  Williams  of 
Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina— 84. 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 


time  to-morrow  ;   and  a  little  after  8  o'clock,  the 
House  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  March  1. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the 
petition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  (to  be  authorized  to  build  a  Masonic 
Hall  by  lottery  ;)  which  report  was  read  and  con- 
curred in. 

Mr.  Cannon,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Mi- 
litia, reported  a  bill  to  establish  an  uniform  mode 
of  discipline  and  field  exercise  for  the  militia  of 
the  United  States;  which  was  twice  read  and 
committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  communicating  the  infor- 
mation requiredby  the  resolution  of  the  24th  ultimo, 
in  relation  to  a  loan  of  gunpowder  made  to  the 
firm  of  StuU  <fe  Williams. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  communicating  the 
information  required  by  the  resolution  of  the  22d 
ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  contracts  heretofore  made 
with  James  Johnson,  Alexander  McRea,  Elias 
Earle,  and  Peter  Townsend,  for  the  delivery  of 
powder,  arms,  &c. 

These  communications  were  severally  read  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Whitman  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  and  report  to  this  House  what 
right,  if  any.  Commodore  Stewart  had,  by  law  or  other- 
wise, to  require  that  men  whose  terms  of  enlistment 
expired  while  on  the  Mediterranean  station,  should 
either  re-enlist,  or  forfeit  the  right  "  to  any  claim  or 
provision  as  distressed  seamen,  from  the  Consuls  of 
the  United  States  in  Europe;"  and  what  right  existed 
at  the  Departments  of  the  Treasury  and  Navy  "  to  re- 
fuse remuneration  for  such  claims,"  as  stated  in  a 
letter,  under  daleof  ihe  27lh  January,  1820,  addressed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

A  short  debate  took  place  on  this  resolution,  in 
which  it  w^as  supported  by  the  mover,  and  was 
m)posed  by  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and 
Trimble  ;  in  the  conclusion  of  which  xMr.  Trim- 
ble moved  that  the  resolution  be  laid  on  the  table 
for  the  present,  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit:  An  act  for  the  better  regulation  of 
the  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes;  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Robert  Purdy ;  An  act  in  addition  to  an 
act,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  Post  Office 
Establishment;"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bartho- 
lomew Duverge;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Labedo- 
yere  de  Kermion;  and  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  McNeill ;  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House.  -.    •  ,      . 

DEATH  OF  DAVID  WALKER. 

Mr.  Q,uari.e8,  of  Kentucky,  rose,  he  said  with 
feelings  which  he  could  not  express,  and  with  a 
melancholy  very  seldom  experienced  by  him,  to 
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Death  0/  David  Walker. 


announce  to  the  House  the  distressing  inteilio-ence 
of  the  death  of  one  of  iis  body;  my  friend%nd 
colleague  Major  David  Walker,  wiU  Christian 
fortitude,  about  eight  o'clock  this  morninff  ex- 
changed, said  Mr  O-,  a  world  of  cares,  of  toils  and 
ditticulties,  for,  I  hope,  a  mansion  of  bliss 

I  offer,  said  Mr.  O-,  for  consideration,  resolutions 
coinporting  with  the  wish  of  the  deceaid.    While 
livingr,  my  colleague,  by  profession  and  practice 
m  private  and  public  l/fe,  was  a  plain  unaffS 
man.     He,  from  education,  had  an  abhorrence  of 
^mp  and  parade.     He  desired  that  the  body  that 
wa^  clad  With  mourning  should  weep  with  mental 
aistress.     He  had  seen  numerous  carriages,  filled 
with  persons  attending  funerals,  at  this  and  other 
places,  moving  with  solemnity  to  the  burial  ground 
and  returning  from  it  with  no  evidences  of  «)rrow' 
And  to  prevent  a  simUar  spectacle,  connected  with 
his  remains,  did  he  make  the  request  contained  in 
the  r^olut.ons  I  now  offer.     The  Representatives 
from  Kentucky  the  relatives  of  the  deceased,  and 
a^so  those  gentlemen   who  lived  with    him,  and 
Whose  kindness  was  generously  afforded   him  in 
his  sickness,  have  been  consulted  with  regard  to 
the  propriety  of  the  course  which  is  now  proposed, 
and  have  approved  it.     I  wish  that  this  body  wil 
consider  the  departure  from  the  usual  course  of 
proceeding  on  lormer  occasions  of  this  kind  as 
arising  from  none  other  than  the  purest  motivek- 
the  niost  sincere  respect  to  our  colleague— and  in 
this  House  a  desire  to  carry  into  execution  the 
hll^^rh'^l''  ""[""f  "i^"'^  ^y-     I  ^ope  that  I  shall 
in  n^ri;?rr"'^'i?^"'^'°"*^  °*  ^^  b">^^er  members, 
n  nermitting  the  repeated  wishes  of  my  colleague 
to  be  carried  mtn  pffV^f  />^..r ui..    '  .i       ^  .  , 
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Ot  the  resolutions  now  proposed. 
Mr.  a  then  submitted  the  foUowing  resolutions  • 

J^'t^"^:  r'"'/'^"*'^'  '^*"'»  *  committee  be  ap- 
K.M  w''.?^'  f''"  '^"^  -"Perintending  the  funeral  of 

bl'o^Ke^Viet""''  '*"  '  «^P-""-'-  ^--  ^« 
/Wtrc4  That  the  said  David  Walker  having  com- 
municated to  the  Speaker  of  this  House,  and  the  hon- 
orable Jame.  Barbour,  of  the  Senate,  shortly  before  hi. 
death,  his  w.sh  that  he  might  be  buried  without  pomp 

compliance  with  his  wish,  this  House  will,  on  thi° 
occasion,  not  conform  to  the  practice  which  has  here- 
tofore  prevailed,  of  adjourning,  to  attend  the  funeral  of 
a  deceased  member.  tuuci.!  ui 

«,i^/'/r.l'  •^"''''^'  J*"'-  '"  <^o"formily  with  the 
S  thi.  H  ""'?,*'•»»  °f  'be  deceased,  the  member, 
cr.n«  fo"  *  ^''V^^P^t  from  the  usage  of  wearing 
crape  for  one  month,  with  the  exception  of  those  who 
may  voluntarily  choose  to  conform  to  said  usage. 

Mr.  Ranoolph  said  it  was  from  a  very  different 
senttnient  indeed  than  that  of  disrespect  to  their 
departed  brother  who  had  gone  to  his^  account, 
that  he  rose  to  say  any  thing  on  this  melancholy 
occasion  There  is  no  man  in  this  body,  said  Mr 
K.,in  whose  eyes,  at  this  time— may  it  b4  so  at  all 
times!— the  wretched  strife  and  contention  of  am- 
bition appears  so  contemptible,  or  at  least  more 
low  and  contemptible,  than  in  the  eyes  of  him 
who  now  addresses  you.  Sir,  I  cannot  consent 
to  continue  that  strife  under  existing  circum- 
stances ;  I  will,  as  far  as  in  me  lies,  conform  to  the 
16th  Con.  1st  Se38 50 


of  the  resolutions  now  proposed  ^        ^Bland,  deceased,  late  a  member  thereof,  will  go  in 


Buf  whM^'^r"  'P'?'  °^  '*"*  req'ii^^r^Tuird^ci^ 
Hut,  while  I  conform  to  the  letter  and  soirit  «f 
that  request-and,  s.r,  it  is  such  an  one  as  TooW 
wish  made  in  my  own  behalf,  under  similar  ci" 
cumstances— I  canflot  consent  to  protract  thp  His 

tion  which  was  ever  presented  to  the  Congress  of 
^e  United    States  since  the   institution  of  ^h° 
Government.     I  do  not  mean  to  cavil  about  the 
point  that  a  motion  not  to  adjourn   is  never  in 
order,  although  a  motion  to  adjourn  is  alway».in 
order-far  be  such  a  spirit  from  me  at  all  tim** 
but  more  especially  at  the  present  time.     But,  saij 
Air.  K.,  1  wish  to  adhere  to  precedents  set  in  ffood 
times,  on  such  mournful  occasions,  in  this  House 
And,  il  precedents  are  valuable  on  any  occasion' 
they  are  to  be  adhered  to  in  those  decorous  Tnci 
solemn  rites  which  all  people,  even  the  most  sav- 
age, pay  to  the  last  sad  relics  of  departed  hu- 
manity, and  in  which  the  infringement  of  estab- 
Jished  custom  strikes  as  a  jarring  discord  uoon 
the  heart.     The  first  death  which  took  ^ace  o^^ 
member  of  this  House— and  I  ought  well   to  re- 
member It— for  it  was  of  one  of  my  nearest  rela- 
tives, the  only  near  one  left  on  the  maternal  side- 
it  took  place  in  New  York,  in  the  month  of  June, 
I7J0,  when  Congress  sat  in  that  city— the  House 
resolved  that  the  delegation  of  Virginia  then  pre- 
sent (consisting,  when  full,  of  only  ten  members) 
should  be  a  committee  to  see  performed  the  last 
sad  offices  for  the  deceased.     The  next  day  they 
resolved,  unanimously,  that  the  members  of  thw 
House,  from  a  sincere  desire  of  showing  every 
mark  of  respect  due  to  the  memory  of  Theodorick 

uland.  dpnpfl«U>H     Into  a   momk^..  »l.^- r    :ii 


__, —        .„^^  „  w.^iuLfci   luerfoi,  win  go  in 

'niourning  for  him  one  month,  by  the  usual  mode 
-  of  wearmg  crape  on  the  left  arm."     As  the  mem- 
ber m  question  was,  if  not  in  aflSuent,  yet  in  inde- 
pendent circumstances,  it  was  ordered  that  a  .sum 
equal  to  his  travelling  expenses,  had  he  lived  to 
return  to  Virginia,  should  be  allowed  for  the  ex- 
pense of  removing  him  to  his  last  sad  home  in  this 
world.     I  mean,  sir,  the  travelling  allowance  was 
viewed  as  a  fund  to  which  the  decea.-^ed  member's 
executors  might  be  entitled,  and  therefore  applica- 
ble, under  the  direction  of  his  colleagues,  to  the 
rites  of  sepulture.     His  executors  might,  if  they 
nleased,  have  removed   the   body  to  the  family 
burial  ground.     The  funeral  was  Neither  pompous 
nor  expensive;  it  was,  what  it  ought  to  have  been 
decent  Christian  burial.     Other  cases  had  occur- 
red, Mr.  R.  continued,  which  he  remembered,  in 
Philadelphia ;  two  particularly,  of  members  from 
North  Carolina.     On  those  occasions,  a  particular 
friend  of  his,  who  has  been  a  member  of  Congress 
from  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution 
by  North  Carolina,  was  appointed  on  the  com- 
mittee to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  in- 
terment, in  the  case  of  Mr.  Burgess,  of  Edenton 
he  believed,  and  in  that  of  Mr.  Bryan,  of  New- 
bern,  he  was  sure,  in  conjunction  with  a  colleague 
of  his  TMr.   Thomas   Blount,)   since   also   gone 
where  all  flesh  must  go.     On  that  occasion  this 
rule  was  also  observed.     During  the  first  session 
of  Congress  here,  (the  last  of  Mr.  Adams's  ad- 
ministration,) this  House  lost  one  of  its  most 
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yaluaUe  members,  in  the  person  of  a  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Jones.)  In  this  case  the  rule 
was  still  adhered  to.  But,  at  a  succeeding  ses- 
sion, the  first  under  the  new  administration,  and 
the  only  bad  example  set  at  the  time — Mr.  R.  re- 
gretted it  the  more,  as  he  felt  his  full  share  of  all 
responsibility  incurred  at  that  time — on  the  death 
of  the  delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Mississippi, 
(Mr.  Hunter)  the  rule  was  departed  from ;  then, 
lor  the  first  time,  was  the  practice  adopted  of  pro- 
viding a  funeral  at  the  public  expense,  be  that 
expense  what  it  might ;  and  that  rule,  under  which 
gross  abuses  have  been  practised,  has  continued 
ever  since  to  be  observed,  or  rather  to  be  abused; 
and  this  without  any  change  in  the  accustomed 
form  of  attending  the  funeral  and  wearing  crape 
for  a  month.  Why  not,  then,  in  this  case,  said 
Mr.  R.,  comply  with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
request  of  the  deceased,  without  departmg  from 
the  established  form,  and  yet  get  back,  if  I  may  so 
express  myself,  to  first  principles,  on  this  melan- 
choly occasion?  Mr.  R.  adverted  to  the  funeral 
of  a  former  Vice  President.  To  what  man  does 
the  cause  of  American  Independence  owe  more, 
with  one  single  exception,  than  to  George  Clin- 
ton? None;  none,  sir.  If  anv  man's  remains 
might  claim  a  funeral  at  the  public  expense,  surely 
it  is  those  of  him  whose  death  bathed  a  nation  in 
tears.  Next  to  that  man,  or  as  near  as  any,  in  the 
cause  of  the  Revolution,  stood  George  Clinton. 
But  a  funeral  at  the  public  expense  ought  to  be 
considered  as  the  highest  public  honor  which  the 
nation  could  bestow.  Ought  it,  then,  to  be  con- 
sidered a  matter  of  course,  that,  whenever  a  mem- 
ber of  either  House  of  Congress,  or  a  Territorial 
Delegate,  or  a  Vice  President,  or  evt-u  a  President 
of  the  United  States,  shall  leave  this  bustling, 
sorry  world,  we  shall  follow  him  (perhafis  nothing 
loath)  to  the  grave,  and  the  sumptuous  funeral  be 
defrayed  at  the  public  charge?  It  was  not  the 
money  price  of  which  he  spoke.  Recolltct 
case  of  the  late  William  Pitt.  What  was 
distinction    taken    on    that    occasion  ?     And 


the 

the 
by 


whom  was  a  public  funeral  of  that  great  state 
man,  who  for  more  than  twenty  years  had  filled 
the  first  place  in  the  eyes  of  £urope,  opposed? 
By  a  man  whom  I  may  call,  and  will  call,  ultimus 
Anglorum— by  William  Windham;  by  the  fa- 
vorite disciple  of  Edmund  Burke,  the  iourth  but 
not  tke  least  star  in  the  great  constellation  of  Eng- 
lish statesmen  that  is  set  for  ever.  It  was  this — 
he  would  pay  the  debts  of  this  eminent  man ;  his 
great  and  disinterested  public  services  deserved  it 
at  the  hands  of  the  nation ;  but  he  would  give  no 
unsuccessful  statesman,  and  such  he  considered 
Mr.  Pitt  to  have  been,  a  funeral  at  the  public  ex- 
pense. Mr.  R.  hoped  the  House  would,  in  the 
present  case,  go  on  in  the  usual  course;  and  that, 
while  it  complied  with  the  establishp<l  form,  it 
would  at  the  same  time  comply  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  fulfil  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  request  of 
the  deceased. 

The  Speaker  rose  and  observed  that,  as  he  was 
referred  to  in  the  resolutions,  he  would  ask  leave 
of  the  House  to  state  what  had  passed  between  the 
deceased  and  himself  on  the  subject.   The  Speaker 


then  briefly  recapitulated  the  conversations  which 
had  tak.en  place  between  himself  and  the  deceased, 
which  corroborated  and  supported  the  statement 
contained  in  the  resolution. 

A  few  remarks  were  subjoined  by  Mr.  Clark 
and  Mr.  Culpeper,  in  approbation  of  the  wishes 
of  the  deceased,  when  the  question  was  taken  on 
each  resolution  separately,  (a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion having  been  required  by  Mr.  Walker,  of 
North  Carolina,)  and  they  were  severally  agreed 
to,  nem.  cmt. 

A  committee  was  appointed  accordingly,  con- 
sisting of  the  entire  delegation  from  Kentucky, 
with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Clay,  (Speaker,)  and 
with  the  addition  of  Messrs.  Barbour,  Shaw, 
Taylor,  and  Cuthbert. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RAwnoLPH,  the  Hou.«e  agreed 
that  when  it  adjourned,  it  would  adjourn  to  twelve 
o'clock  to-morrow. 

Mr.  R.  then  moved  an  adjournment,  but  the 
motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of 
the  Mifeouri  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of  siich 
State  mto  the  Union,  upon  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
the  question  stated,  Shall  the  bill  pass?" 

Mr.  Randolph  rose,  and  spoke  more  than  three 
hours  against  the  |>as.sage  of  the  bill,  on  the  ground 
of  the  unconstitutional  and  unjust  restriction  which 
it  imposed  on  the  people  of  Missouri,  as  a  condi- 
tion of  their  admission  into  the  Union,  d.c.  When 
Mr.  R.  had  concluded, 

Mr.  HuLMK.-^  called  for  the  previous  qu^.stion. 

The  call  being  sustained  by  the  House,  the  pre- 
vious question  was  accordingly  stated,  "Shall  the 
main  que>tion  be  now  put?'  which  being  agreed 
to.  the  qutstion  was  taken  on  passing  the  bill,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  91,  nays  82,  as 
follows: 

Vkab — Mrf<ir9.  Adams,  Allen  of  New  York,  Baker, 
Bateman,  Beecher,  Boden,  Brush.  Buifum,  Campbell, 
'-aoe,  Chgett,  Clark,  Cook,  ('rails,  Cusbman,  Dar- 
lington, Dftmison,  Dewitt  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Eddy, 
Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsjivtnia, 
Fay,  Folgpf,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Gross  of  New 
York,  Grous  of  Pennsylvania,  Guyon.  Hacklej,  Hall 
of  New  York,  Hazard.  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Her- 
rick.  Hih^hnian,  Hrister,  Hill,  Hostetter,  Kendall, 
Kinsev,  Kinsley,  Latbrop,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Lyman,  Ma- 
risy.  Miirchand,  Meecb,  K.  .Moore,  S.  Moore,  Monell, 
Morton,  Mo>eley,  .Murray,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts, 
Parker  of  Massuchasetts.  Patterson,  Phelps,  Philson, 
Pitrher.  Plumer,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Rogers, 
Ro!W,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Smith 
of  .\.  J«^»fy,  Southard,  Stevens,  Street.  Strong  of  Vt., 
fStrong  of  .New  York.  Tarr,  Taylor. Tomlinson,  Tomp- 
kins, Tracy,  (Jpham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wen- 
dover.  Whitman  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  .Allen  of  Tennessee,  An- 
derson, Archer  of  Marj land,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Bald- 
win, Barliuur,  Bayly,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brown, 
Bryan,  Burton,  Burweli,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon, 
CoJ»b,  Crowell,  Culbreth,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  David- 
son, Earle,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Ervin,  Fiaher, 
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Floyd,  Foot,  Fullerton,  Garnett,  Hall  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Hardin,  Holraea,  Hooka,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Vir- 
ijnia,   Jones  of  Tennessee,   Kent,   Little,    Lowndes 
McCoy,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McUan  of 
Kentucky,  Mason,  Mciga,  Mercer,  Metcalf.  Neale,  Nel- 
•on  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Overatrect,  Parker  of  Virgi- 
nia,   Pmckney,   Pindall,   Quarles,  Randolph,  Kankin 
Reed,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Settle,  Shaw,  Sim- 
kins,  Slocumb,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina, 
Storrs,  Strolher,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  Trimble,  'J'ucker 
of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina.  Tyler,  Walker 
of  North   Carolina,   Warfield,   Williams  of  Virginia, 
•nd  Williama  of  North  Carolina. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence;  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Thcrsday,  March  2. 

James  Woodson  Bates  appeared,  produced  his 
credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  as  the 
Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

-^r-,?^"^'^*'*''  presented  a  memorial  and  petition 
of  VV  ilham  Bayard,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  mer- 
chant, in  behalf  of  himself  and  others,  holders  of 
property  in  the  three  per  cent,  stocks  of  the  United 
States,  representing  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
of  the  public  lands  in  the  Western  territon'  were 
by  the  act  of  the  4th  of  August,  1790,  pledged,  in 
the  most  formal  and  solemn  manner,  towards  sink- 
ing or  discharging  the  said  stocks;  that  the  holders 
of  thc.'^id  stocks,  since  its  first  creation,  have  done 
no  other  act  tending  to  show  that  they  l»ad  given 
up,  in  any  degree,  their  reliance  on  the  faith  of  the 
(jrovernment,  so  expressly  pledged  originally,  that 
the  proceeds  of  the  said  western  lands  should  be 
applied  to  extinguish  their  .stocks;  on  the  contrary, 
they  have  retained  their  full  faith  and  reliance  on 
the  promi.ses  of  the  Government,  and  still  retain 
It ;  they,  therefore,  pray  that  Congress  will  take 
their  case  into  consideration,  and  make  such  pro- 
vision as  justice  may  require — Referred   to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  Louisiana,  presented  sundry  re- 
solutions of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
L.ouisiana,  remonstrating  against  any  change  in 
the  system  heretofore,  and  now,  existing  for  the 
disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  Stat^;  which 
reso  utions  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
rublic  Lands. 

Mr.  PiNCKNEY,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  subject  reported  a  bill,  to  restore  to  all  the 
States  which  have,  in  cessions,  omitted  to  retain 
Ik!  n""!'  A  I  J""^'*'*'"^  of  the  territory  ceded  to    or  the  unite 

nn!.  Ji"      u^*^?  ^°'  ^'^''^  arsenals,  dock-yard.s,    as  follows,  viz 
and  barracks,  so  far  »«  »><,wxw...  .k_  L^     J-  ' 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims  were  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reviving  and 
continuing  in  force,  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  persons  disabled  by  known  wounds  re- 
ceived during  the  Revolutionary  war"  passed 
April  10th,  1S06;  which  act  was  afterwards  re- 
vived,  and  continued  in  force  for  the  term  of  six 
years,  by  an  act  of  the  25th  of  April,  1812,  as  in 
said  act  declared,  and  is  since  expired. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  four  thousand  copies  of 
the  report  ol  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  upon 
the  subject  of  the  currency  of  the  country,  were 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members 
or  this  House. 

On  rnotion  of  Mr.  Bateman,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  requiring,  by  law,  the  marshals  of 
the  several  districts  in  selling  real  estate  by  virtue 
of  execution,  to  hold  such  sale  in  the  city  or  county 
in  which  such  real  estate  shall  be  situate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Balpwin,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  required  to  communicate  to  this 
House  the  state  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
on  the  first  days  of  March,  June,  and  Dec-mber 
last. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hooks,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  providing 
bjr  law,  for  an  equitable  adjustment  of  the  accounts' 
ot  Andrew  xMclntire,  deceased,  late  collector  of 
direct  tax  and  internal  duties  in  the  sixth  collec- 
tion district  of  North  Carolina,  and  that  they  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs. 
Hooks,  Sloccmb,  and  Settle,  were  appointed 
the  said  committee. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles  to 
wit :  ' 

1.  An  act  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  trade 
with  the  Indian  tribes; 

2.  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
regulating  the  Post  Office  Establishment ;" 

3.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Purdy; 

4.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bartholomew  Duverge; 

5.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Labedoyere  de  Kcr- 
raeon;  and, 

6.  An  act  for  therelief  of  Joseph  McNeil;  were 
severally  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  refer- 
red ;  the  first  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
the  second  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads,  and  the  third,  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth, 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

A  Meimge  was  received  from  the  Presipent 
OF  THE  Unitep  States,  which  was  read,  and  is 


and  barracks,  so  far  as  respects  the  execution  of 
their  Slate  laws,  for  the  prevention  and  punish- 
ment ol  crimes  and  recovery  of  debts;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  btU  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  appoint  a  receiver  of  the  public  monws 
and  register  of  the  land  office,  for  the  district  of 
Laurence  county,  in  the  Arkansas  Territory ;  and    carry  the  re^niut. 

e  'an    r'^^^aTd'^''  7'  °^^'  ^°  ^  ^^^^^^^    '^^  P-n^y e";.    The  o^peration  of  the  hoard  "a? 
ed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow.  |  engineer,  with  naval  commii^onerB  being  neceaw^ 


To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  .- 
In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Houae  of  Rep- 
reaeiiUtivea  of  the  4th  of  February  last,  raqaeating  to 
be  informed  wbat  progress  has  been  made  in  aanreyo 
ing  certain  parts  of  the  coast  of  North  Carohna,  and 
in  ascertaining  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  the  ex> 
treme  points  of  Cape  Httteras,  Cape  Lookout,  and 
Cape  Fear,  according  to  a  resolution  of  the  19th  of 
January,  1819,  I  have  to  state,  that  it  is  intended  to 
carry  the  resolution  of  the  I9thof  March  into  effect  in 
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in  eiecQting  that  duty,  and  th«  board  having  ber n  en- 
gaged la«t  year  in  turveying  the  eastern  ci)a«t  of  our 
Union,  it  would  hate  interfered  with  previous  arrange- 
ment*, and  been  attended  with  increased  expense,  had 
they  withdrawn  from  it.  The  board  will,  however,  be 
employed  during  the  present  Summer  in  the  regular 
execution  of  its  duties  in  the  survey  of  the  coast  of 
?fortb  Carolina,  when  instructions  will  be  given  it  to 
afford  the  necessary  aid  to  carry  the  retiolulion  of  the 
19th  of  January  of  the  last  year  into  effect. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Mabch  I,  1820. 

The  said  Message  was  laid  on  the  table.    . 

Mr.  Strother  made  an  unsuccessful  motion  to 
take  up  the  joint  resolution  now  lying  on  the  ta- 
bic, to  authorize  the  publication  of  the  secret  jour- 
nal of  the  old  Congress. 

The  House  next  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  (Mr.  Storks  in  the  chair)  on  the  bills  for 
establishing  United  States  courts  in  Maine  and 
Alabama.  The  Committee  got  through  the  de- 
tails of  the  first  hill,  and  made  some  progress  in 
the  second,  when  the  Committee  rose,  reported 
progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  from  this 
House,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  people  of 
the  Territory  of  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution 
and  State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of 
such  State  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States,"  with  amendments;  they 
have  also  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Frederick  Goetz  and  Carl  W.  We^tphal, 
and  of  the  heirs  of  Abraham  Neppes,  deceased ;" 
in  which  amendments  and  bill  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

APPROPRIATION  BILLS. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  that  the  House 
should,  by  general  consent,  agree  now  to  take  up 
(out  of  its  order)  the  Navy  appropriation  bill. 
This  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  S.  moved  to  postpone  the  preceding  orders 
of  the  day,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  said 
bill.  This  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  House 
then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  appropriation  bills. 

Mr.  RANnoLPH  rose  to  object  to  this  mode  of 
getting  at  the  consideration  of  important  bills,  out 
of  their  turn — of  being  taken  by  surprise — and  to 
regret  the  change  in  the  rules  which  permitted,  by 
any  motion,  the  taking  up  of  bills,  except  on  the 
day  set  for  them.  Money  bills,  of  alt  others,  ought 
not  to  be  taken  up  without  due  notice;  which  was 
proper,  to  enable  mrmbers  to  come  prepared  for 
their  investigation.  He  would  not  allow  any  mo- 
ney bill  to  pass  without  strict  examination.  He 
would  take  the  ipse  dixit  of  no  man,  in  passing  be- 
tween the  people  and  appropriations  even  for  the 
Navy,  which  had  fought  itself  into  favor.  He, 
therefore,  moved  that  the  Committee  now  rise. 

Mr.  Smith  replied,  that  he  had  three  days  ago, 
in  his  place,  given  notice  to  -the  House  that  he 
•hould,  as  soon  as  the  discussion  of  the  Missouri 
bill  had  been  brought  to  a  close,  move  to  lake 
up  the  appropriation  bills.     He  had  moved  now 


to  take  them  up,  because  the  public  service  was 
suffering  for  the  want  of  appropriations.  He 
stated  further,  that,  though  it  bad  never  been  the 
usage  before,  it  had  always  been  his  practice,  since 
he  had  been  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  give  notice  when  he  should  call  up 
appropriation  bills. 

Mr.  Clav  (Speaker)  explained  the  reasons  for 
the  change  in  the  practice  of  the  House,  by  which 
the  orders  were  called  regularly,  as  they  followed 
on  the  docket  of  the  Hou>e.  He  then  expressed 
his  hope  that  the  Committee  would  rise;  the  Mis- 
souri bill,  in  fact,  was  not  yet  disposed  of,  and  un- 
til it  was,  he,  for  one,  was  unwilling  to  go  into 
any  other  important  business.  The  bills  before  the 
Committee  were  those,  on  which  the  great  ques- 
tion was  to  be  decided,  of  how  the  deficit  in  the 
Treasury,  whether  by  taxes,  loans,  or  otherwise, 
was  to  be  supplied.  The  House  was  not  now  in  a 
moral  condition  for  the  consideration  of  such  <jues- 
tions.  He  not  only  wished  the  Missouri  bill  to  be 
first  finally  disposed  of,  but  really  he  wanted  a 
day's  rest  lor  the  body  as  well  as  the  mind,  after 
the  settlement  of  this  agitating  and  laborious  sub- 
ject. He  hoped,  therefore,  the  Committee  would 
rise,  with  an  understanding  that  it  would  take  up 
the  appropriation  bills  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Smith  said  it  would  be  very  unwise  in  him 
to  press  the  consideration  of  these  bills,  contrary 
to  the  wishes  of  the  Committee;  and  he  therefore 
acquiesced  in  the  motion  for  the  Committee  to 
rise.  Mr.  S.  look  this  occasion  to  say,  that  he 
hoped  he  was  not  considered  under  any  necessity, 
from  the  situation  which  he  occupied,  of  defend- 
ing any  measure  or  any  appropriation.  He  con- 
sidered himself  here  a  member  of  the  House,  and 
would  freely  exercise  his  opinion  on  all  subjects 
whatever. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  obtainc-d  leave 
to  sit  again. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL.      '"'     * 

The  message  received  from  the  Senate  announced 
that  they  had  passed  the  Mi&souri  bill,  with  an 
amendment;  which  amendment  was, in  substance, 
to  strike  out  the  slavery  restriction,  and  insert,  in 
lieu  thereof,  the  clause  (Mr.  Thomas's  and  Mr. 
SroRHs's  original  proposition)  to  exclude  slavery 
from  all  the  territory  of  the  United  Slates  west  of 
the  Mi^sissipni,  north  of  36°  3G'  north  latitude,  ex- 
cept within  tne  proposed  Stale  of  .Missouri. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  this  message  was 
laid  on  the  table  long  enough  lo  give  him  an  op- 
portunity to  make  a  report  from  the  committee  of 
conference:  which  rejtort  is  as  follows: 

Mr.  HoLMEfl,  from  ihe  manager*'  appointed  on  the 
purl  of  ihiH  Houicp,  lo  »llernl  u  ronierenre  with  the 
riiarinKers  appninlt'd  on  ihe  part  of  the  Senate,  upon 
the  sul>j«*ct-uiiitlrr  of  the  dinagreoing  volen  of  the  two 
Housfs  on  the  ameiMliiienU*  pr<'P'>MMi  by  the  St-natc  to 
the  bill  of  thiH  House,  iniilitHi  ".\n  act  providing  fo% 
the  adinissiun  of  the  SiMte  ot  Maine  into  the  Union," 
made  ihe  following  report: 

1.  Thxt  they  reromiiiriid  to  the  Senate  to  recede 
from  their  amendnieub*  to  the  »iaiil  bill. 

2.  That  they  recommend  to  the  two  Houiea  to  agree 
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to  strike  out  the  fourth  section  of  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Represrntativps,  now  pending  in  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  people  of  Miasouri 
to  form  a  conalitution  and  State  government,  and  for 
the  admixsiun  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  Sutes,"  ihe  following  pro- 
viso, in  the  following  words:  "And  shall  ordain  and 
estubliMh  that  there  shHil  be  neither  alavery  nor  invol- 
uritary  servitude,  oiherwisp  than  in  the  punishment  of 
crimts,  whereof  the  parly  shfili  have  been  duly  con- 
yicled:  Provided,  always.  That  any  person  escap- 
ing into  the  same,  from  whom  labor  or  aervice  is  law- 
fully claimed  in  any  other  State,  such  fugitive  may  be 
lawfully  reilaimed,  and  conveyed  to  the  person  claim- 
ing hia  or  her  lalior  or  service,  as  aforesaid  :  Provided, 
never/ helest.  That  the  said  provision  shall  not  be  con- 
strued to  alter  the  condition  or  civil  rights  of  any  per- 
son now  held  lo  service  or  labor  in  the  said  Territory." 

And  that  the  following  provision  be  added  to 
th?  bill : 

8kc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  all  that 
territory  ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States,  under 
the  n»me  of  "  Louisiana,"  which  lies  north  of  ihiny- 
•ix  degrees  and  thirty  minutes  north  latitude,  not 
included  within  the  limits  of  the  Stale  contemplated 
by  this  act,  slavery  and  involuntary  servitude,  other- 
wise thxn  in  the  punishment  of  crimes  whereof  the 
party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted,  shall  be,  and  is 
hereby,  forever  prohibited  :  Provided,  always.  That 
any  person  escaping  into  the  same,  from  whom  labor 
or  aervice  is  lawhjlly  claimed  in  any  other  State  or 
Territory  of  the  United  States,  such  fugitive  may  be 
lawfully  reclaimed,  and  conveyed  to  the  person  claim- 
ing his  or  her  labor  or  service,  as  aforesaid. 

The  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Beecuer  then  moved  to  print  the  report. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mi'.  Lownoes,  on 
the  ground  that  it  would  imply  a  determination 
in  the  House  to  delay  a  decision  of  the  subject  to- 
day, which  he  had  hoped  the  House  was  fully 
prepared  for. 

Some  conversation  passed  on  this  motion  be- 
tween Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Lowndes,  on  the  pro- 
priety of  proceeding  to  act  in  this  House,  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  committee,  before  the  Sen- 
ate had  given  the  pledge  required  of  them  of  first 
adopting  the  report  by  receding  from  the  amend- 
ments to  the  Maine  bill,  in  which  Mr.  Taylor 
opposed  such  proceeding,  and  Mr.  Lowndes  was 
in  favor  of  it;  inasmuch  as  it  would  be  wrong  lo 
put  in  jeopardy  a  satisfactory  settlement  of  this 
question,  from  an  adherence  to  a  mere  point  of  eti- 
quette and  order ;  that  the  House  could  not  fear 
that  the  Senate  would  adopt  the  recommendation 
to  recede  from  their  amendments,  as  the  commit- 
tee of  conference  was  unanimous  in  their  report, 
with  the  exception  of  one  member  from  this  House, 
(Mr.  Taylor,)  and  became  us  further,  as  the  dis- 
position of  the  Senate  to  admit  Maine  could  not 
be  doubted,  they  would  have  no  motive  to  adhere 
to  their  amendments  if  this  House  should  adopt 
the  report,  &c. 

A  long  debate  took  place  on  the  question  of  print- 
ing, or  rather  on  the  question  whether  this  House 
should  act  on  the  second  and  third  propositions  of 
the  committee  of  conference,  before  the  Senate 


had  acted  on  the  first.  Those  against  acting  im- 
mediately, and  in  favor  of  the  printing,  were 
Messrs.  Taylor,  Livermore,  and  Whitman  ;  and 
those  who  opposed  the  printing,  were  Messrs. 
Lowndes,  Holmes,  Kinsey,  Storrb,  Randolpb, 
Brown,  Strother,  Campbell,  and  Parker  of 
Virginia. 

The  debate  had   continued  about   three  hours 

when  Mr.  Beech er  withdrew  his  motion.  ' 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 

the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  Missouri  bill. 

The  question  was  divided  so  as  first  to  be  taken 

on  striking  out  the  restriction. 

Mr.  Lowndes  spoke  briefly  in  support  of  the 
compromise  recommended  by  the  committee  of 
conference,  and  urged  with  great  earnestness  the 
propriety  of  a  decision  which  would  restore  tran- 
quillity to  the  country—which  was  demanded  by 
every  consideration  of  discretion,  of  moderation,  of 
wisdom,  and  of  virtue. 

Mr.  Holmes  followed  in  a  short  speech,  nearly 
to  the  same  effect.  '' 

Mr.  Adams,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  at  some 
length  in  favor  of  the  restriction,  and  against  a 
compromise. 
Mr.  Kinsey,  of  New  Jersey  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  Speaker,  a  period  has  now  arrived  when  it 
becomes  necessary  to  close  this  protracted  debate, 
and,  as  I  shall  vote  for  the  compromise  offered  by 
the  Senate,  it  is  proper  to  state  my  reasons  for  so 
doing.     We  have  arrived  at  an  awful  period  in 
the  history  of  our  empire,  when  it  behooves  every 
member  of  this  House  now  to  pause  and  consider 
that  on  the  next  step  we  take  depends  the  fate  of 
unborn  millions.     I  firmly  believe  that  on  the  ques- 
tion now  before  us  rests  the  highest  interests  of  the 
whole  human  family.     Now,  sir,  is  to  be  tested, 
whether  this  grand  and  hitherto  successful  experi- 
ment of  free  government  is  to  continue,  or,  after 
more  than  forty  years  enjoyment  of  the  choicest 
blessings  of  Heaven  under  its  administration,  we 
are  to  break  asunder  on  a  dispute  concerning  the 
division  of  territory.     Gentlemen  of  the  majority 
have  treated  the  idea  of  a  disunion  with  ridicule; 
but,  to  nay  mind,  it  presents  itself  in  all  the  horrid, 
gloomy  features  of  reality ;  and  when  we  unfold 
the  volume  of  past  ages,  and,  in  the  history  of 
man,  trace  the  rise  and  fall  of  governments,  we 
find  trifles,  light  as  air  compared  to  this,  dissoir- 
ing  the  most  powerful  confederacies,  and  over- 
turning extensive  empires.     If  we  inquire  what 
causes  ooerated  to  destroy  the  Amphictyonic  league 
or  dissolve  the  German  Confederacy,  in  almost 
every  case,  we  find  questions  of  territorial  jurisdic- 
tion.    And  what,  for  past  ages,  has  deluged  Eu- 
rope in  blood?  Di.sputes concerning  territorial  goT- 
ernment.     On  questions  of  this  high  and  mighty 
import,  it  behooves  us  to  approach  with  the  most 
awful  considerations.     What  at  this  period  is  mat- 
ter of  conjecture,  may,  in  a  short  time,  become 
real  history.     It  is  not  a  question  like  that  hereto- 
fore, in  which  a  diversity  of  opinion  commingled 
in  the  same  society  where  a  division  of  sentiment, 
on  subjects  political,  spread  itself  over  the  whole 
Union  ;  but,  on  this  question,  the  States  are  almost 
equally  divided.   And  what  is  the  case  now  before 
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us?  Opinions  from  which  every  gentleman,  a  few 
months  past,  would  have  recoiled  back  with  hor- 
ror, as  treason  to  imagine,  are  now  unhesitatingly 
threatened;  that  which  had  no  ideal  existence, 
engendering  as  this  discussion  progresses,  assumes 
a  positive  shape,  and,  mixing  with  this  unpropi- 
tious  debate,  presents  itself  in  all  the  dreadful  ap- 
pearances of  reality.  May  God,  in  mercy,  inspire 
us  with  a  conciliatory  spirit,  to  disperse  its  lury 
and  dispel  its  terrible  consequences. 

On  this  question,  which  for  near  six  weeks  has 
agitated  and  convulsed  this  House,  1  have  voted 
with  the  majority.  I  voted  the  same  at  the  lasit 
session.  But  I  am  convinced,  should  we  persist  to 
reject  the  olive  branch  now  offered,  the  most  dis- 
astrous consequences  will  follow.  Those  convic- 
tions are  confirmed  by  that  acerbity  of  expression 
arising  from  the  most  irritated  feelings,  wrought 
upon  by  what  our  Southern  brethren  conceive  un- 
wind, unjust,  determined  perseverance  of  the  ma- 
jority: and  to  those"!  now  beg  leave  to  address 
myself.  Do  our  Southern  brethren  demand  an 
equal  division  of  this  wide-spread,  fertile  region  ; 
this  common  property,  purchased  with  the  com- 
mon funds  of  the  nation?  No;  they  have  agreed 
to  fix  an  irrevocable  boundary,  bieyood  which 
slavery  shall  never  pass ;  thereby  surrendering  to 
the  claims  of  humanity  and  the  non-slaveholding 
States,  to  the  enterprising  agriculturist  of  the 
North,  the  Middle  and  Eastern  States,  nine-tenths 
of  the  country  in  question.  In  rejecting  so  rea- 
sonable a  proposition,  we  mu.st  have  strong  and 
powerful  reasons  to  justify  our  refusal ;  and  not- 
withstanding you  may  plead  your  conscientious 
scruples,  be  it  remembered  you  must  shortly  ac- 
count to  that  august  and  stern  tribunal — impartial 
history  and  the  strict  scrutiny  of  public  opinion. 
Can  you  plead  conscience  in  bar  to  such  a  com- 
promise ?  If  so,  how  reconcile  votes  you  have,  on 
similar  questions,  already  given? 

When  Mississippi,  at  the  last  session,  was  re- 
ceived into  the  Union,  your  votes  made  slavery 
interminable.  At  the  present  session  you  have 
confirmed  slavery  forever,  and  by  the  constitutions 
of  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  rendered  future  Legis- 
latures incapable  of  ever  abolishing  this  greatest 
of  human  curses.  (In  those  two  votes,  I  sincerely 
thank  God  I  had  no  participation.)  On  those  oc- 
casions the  eloquence  of  your  orators  was  dumb. 
Where,  then,  was  this  overflowing  of  sympathetic 
philanthropy  ?  Where,  then,  was  this  divine  moni- 
tor? Was  it  asleep,  or  had  its  powers  of  reminis- 
cence failed  to  operate?  Where,  then,  were  those 
chivalric  champions  who  now  fearlessly  brave  all 
consequences,  after  having  in  those  two  cases 
trampled  on  the  rights  of  human  nature,  now 
boast  of  their  superior  humanity,  their  greater 
gifts  of  civilization  and  refinement  ?  If  you  really 
do  possess  any  of  those  characters,  in  a  superior 
degree,  you  are  in  a  tenfold  ratio  more  culpable 
than  our  Southern  brethren.  You  had  no  interest 
to  lead  you  aside  from  the  path  of  rectitude.  If 
now  the  pure  principles  of  humanity  alone  oper- 
ate on  your  minds,  in  the  rejecting  the  compro- 
mise now  offered,  where  then  were  those  vigilant 
•entinels,  those  guardians  of  the  rights  of  man  ? 


The  bias  of  education  was  against  you ;  public 
opinion  in  opposition  ;  and  yet,  either  heedlessly  or 
willingly,  you  consented   to  the  deed.     Yes,  you 


have  assisted  in  enchaining,  and,  in  perpetuity,  riv- 
etting  the  galling  fetters  oi  slavery  on  unborn  gen- 
erations ofthat  unhappy  people.     Do  not  attempt 


to  palter,  to  shuflSe  with  your  consciences,  in  a 
double  sense.  The  rejecting  this  reasonable,  this 
equitable  compromise,  will  not  cure  your  wounded 
conscience.  It  will  not  be  blotted  out ;  the  waters 
of  the  Mississippi  cannot  obliterate  the  stain. 

When  called  upon  to  assign  a  reason  for  reject- 
ing it,  can  you  jplead  principle  in  excuse  ?  Con- 
scientious scruples  arc  not  bounded  by  the  Mis- 
sissippi, or  limited  to  the  latitude  of  36  degret's  30 
minutes  ;  when,  agreeably  to  the  observation  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  it 
would  require  a  clear  day  to  ascertain  its  operation. 
I  much  fear,  notwithstanding  all  your  solemn  as- 
severations, a  scrutinizing  public  will  assign  other 
views,  other  motives;  and  what  more  probable 
than  that  unhallowed  one  of  political  ascendency  1 
And  it  is  to  be  feared  that  a  lurking  ambition,  the 
bane  of  all  government,  has  had  too  great  an  in- 
fluence in  this  debate.  If  so,  it  is  time  now  to 
pause  before  we  pass  the  Rubicon  :  to  hesitate  be- 
fore it  is  too  late  to  retract.  In  persisting  in  our 
restriction  on  Missouri,  are  we  dealing  to  our  bre- 
thren of  the  South  the  same  measures  we  would 
be  willing  they  should  mete  to  us  ?  When,  with 
magnanimity  unparalleled,  they  have  conceded  to 
us  nine-tenths  of  this  great  common  property,  can 
we  wish  to  deprive  them  of  the  remainder  ?  And 
whilst  gentlemen,  on  the  part  of  the  majority,  ar- 
rogate to  themselves  a  greater  portion  of  moral 
refinement,  it  would  be  highly  honorable  to  exhibit 
greater  manifestations  of  liberality  in  sentiment. 
We  perhaps  have  assumed  too  much  to  ourselves 
on  the  score  of  emancipation.  Has  that  geographi- 
cal line  which  divides  the  slave  from  the  non- 
slaveholding  States,  originated  in  moral  or  physical 
causes,  or  in  both?  If  from  moral  principles,  its 
progress  must  continue  to  keep  pace  with  the  march 
of  intellect,  information,  and  the  divine  influence 
of  religion.  And  those  really  pious  and  zealous 
advocates  of  abolition  have  much  to  console  and 
congratulate  themselves  with  for  their  strenuous 
and  hallowed  labors.  When  retrospecting  but  a 
few  years,  and  slavery  spread  its  deleterious  in- 
fluence over  the  whole  of  this  Confederacy ;  when 
at  present  the  bt iter  moiety  is  free.  This  has  been 
effected,  under  Providence,  by  the  mild  and  perse- 
vering influence  of  religion  and  reason,  co-opera- 
ting with  natural  and  physical  causes.  In  those 
States  whose  soil  and  climate  are  only  calculated 
for  the  cultivation  of  the  cereal  graminae,  the  agri- 
culturist finds  the  labors  of  the  slave  unprofitable; 
it  therefore  became  politic  and  necessary  to  do 
away  an  evil  whose  embarrassing  effects  must  con- 
tinually decrease,  in  place  of  adding  to  the  re- 
sources of  a  State. 

We  here  discover  a  combination  of  natural  and 
moral  causes  operating  to  remove  from  our  country 
this  greatest  of  evils.  And  shall  we  hesitatingly 
doubt  that  Providence,  having  done  so  much  in  so 
short  a  period,  will  shorten  his  purposes  in  behalf 
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of  that  unhappy  race  of  men  ?  We  cannot ;  it 
would  be  impiety  in  the  extreme,  educated  as  I 
have  been  in  opposition  to  slavery.  For,  "  I  would 
not  hold  a  slave  for  all  the  gold  that  sinews,  bought 
or  sold,  have  ever  earned. '  And  could  I  believe 
the  vote  I  am  now  about  to  give  would  add  one 
more  in  number  to  that  miserable  unhappy  race,  I 
would  rather  perish  than  it  should  be  uttered.  Let 
us  not  deceive  ourselves.  I  much  doubt  whether 
justice  or  humanity  will  be  subserved  by  rejecting 
this  compromise.  It  has  been  contended  by  gen- 
tlemen on  this  floor  that  slavery,  so  far  ^om 
strengthening,  has  a  tendency  to  weaken  those 
Governments  that  admit  it.  Does  our  desire  to 
circumscribe  it  wholly  within  its  present  limits 
manifest  friendly  or  fraternal  feelings?  Has  the 
language  used  in  this  debate  been  of  that  con- 
ciliatory character  that  tends  to  harmonize  and 
strengthen  the  bonds  of  union  ?  With  pain  I  have 
heard  language  that  harrows  up  the  feelings  of  the 
soul ;  expressions  hostile  to  the  interest  of  a  large 
portion  of  the  members  of  this  great  community. 
From  the  North  invidious  comparisons  have  been 
drawn  between  the  Northern  and  Southern  sec- 
lions,  in  that  ever-memorable  contest  whose  glo- 
rious results  have  bestowed  on  us  the  proud  privi- 
leges of  here  legislating.  Forever  perish  those 
odious  recriminations !  ^fhere  was  no  well-fought 
field  in  which  we  have  not  .stood  shoulder  to  shoul- 
der ;  no  battle  ground  in  which  our  blood  has  not 
mingled  in  cuauaon  together. 

la  that  great  political  strife  which  so  long  agi- 
tated the  councils  of  the  nation,  and  at  times 
threatened  to  tear  asunder  the  social  compact, 
have  our  friends  o{  the  South  ever  deceived  us? 
Have  they  not,  at  all  times,  .»iupported  the  cause  of 
republican  principles?  In  our  last  war,  com- 
menced for  aggressions  on  our  maritime  rights. 
States  the  least  commercial  were  behind  none  in 
their  patriotic  devotion  to  their  country.  Ken- 
tucky poured  forth  hfr  best  blood  at  the  River 
Raisiu ;  she  conquered  at  the  Thames.  The  brave 
and  gallant  troops  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee 
repelled  the  most  powerful  invasion  of  the  enemy, 
and,  by  tiiat  victory,  erected  a  trophy  to  their  ! 
patriotism  as  durable  as  the  stream  of  that  great 
father  of  rivers;  whilst  others,  the  most  commer- 
cial, shrunk  ingloriously  from  the  contest.  In 
drawing  the  cordon  of  restriction  around  the  pres- 
ent slaveholding  States,  are  we  not  violating  their 
rights,  increasing  their  apprehensions,  and  weak- 
ening their  moral  force?  This  is  not  christian 
charity ;  it  will  not  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the 
slave;  it  lightens  no  burdens;  it  soothes  no  pang 
of  his  agonized  bosom.  It  appears  more  like  put- 
ting in  practice  the  abominable  doctrines  of  Mal- 
thus,  of  reducing  their  numbers  by  curuiling  their 
means  of  subsistence.  As  you  weaken  the  powers 
of  the  master,  you  increase  the  infuriated  passions 
of  the  slave.  Fear  is  the  parent  of  tyranny,  and 
despotism  originates  from  the  apprehension  of  per- 
sonal security.  Having  had  the  honor  to  be  one 
of  the  committee  of  conference,  I  am  convinced  it 
is  the  only  alternative;  it  is  a  conciliatory  com- 
promise, by  which  the  non-slaveholding  States 
gain  much.     By  rescinding  the  restriction  on  Mis- 


souri, slavery  is  abolished  forever  over  a  tract  of 
country  that  is  ten  limes  as  extensive.  And,  shall 
the  march  of  emigration  contimie  to  progress  west- 
ward as  heretofore,  that  wide-spread  region  will 
in  a  few  years,  teem  with  the  most  enterprising' 
industrious,  intelligent  population  the  world  has' 
ever  witnessed.  And,  in  yielding  the  question  in 
the  spirit  of  conciliatory  reciprocity,  to  whom  do 
we  concede  it  but  to  our  brethren?  Should  we 
now,  numerically,  carry  the  question,  it  will  be  a 
victory  snatched  from  our  brothers.  Oh!  it  will 
be  an  inglorious  triumph,  gained  at  the  hazard  of 
the  Union.  Humanity  shudders  at  the  thought. 
National  policy  forbids  it.  It  is  an  act  at  which 
no  good  man  will  rejoice,  no  friend  of  his  country 
can  approbate.  Sir,  a  number  on  the  part  of  the 
majority  have  openly  and  repeatedly  acknowl- 
edged the  justness,  the  propriety,  the  necessity,  ot 
a  compromise,  and  their  willingness  to  adopt  it. 
Should  the  question  of  Maine  be  separated  from 
that  of  Missouri,  they  do  not  object  to  the  princi- 
ple, but  to  the  manner  of  effecting  their  object. 
And  shall  we  hesitate  to  effect  so  desirable  an 
event  merely  from  objections  as  to  form? 

And  when  we  return  to  our  constituents,  and, 
with  anxious  solicitude,  they  inquire,  what  have 
you  done  for  the  distressed  situation  of  agriculture? 
we  must  answer,  nothing:  the  embarrassments  of 
commerce?  nothing:  for  our  mouldering,  sinking, 
ruined  manufactures  ?  nothing.  The  resources  of 
the  Government  are  lessening ;  the  arm  of  national 
industry  palsied;  the  whole  body  politic  is  seized 
with  a  paralysis.  Refuse  the  compromi.se,  and 
this  arena  ol  the  national  council  becomes  the 
theatre  of  discord.  Hesitancy  displaces  mutual 
confidence;  we  doubt  each  others'  motives;  dis- 
trust each  others'  views.  Objects  adverse,  produce 
opposing  results;  reciprocity  of  interest  destroyed, 
fraternity  of  feeling  perishes.  I  much  fear,  re- 
ject the  present  overture,  and  the  moral  cement  of 
the  body  politic  is  dissolved;  the  ligaments  of  this 
powerful  Confederacy  are  torn  asunder,  and  this 
fair  and  promising  experiment  of  free  government, 
created  ov  the  wisdom,  sacrifices,  and  patriotisui 
of  our  fathers,  once  divided,  a  general  disintegra- 
tion ensues.  An  awful  responsibility  at  this  mo- 
ment rests  upon  us. 

Sir,  I  sUnd  here  as  the  representative  of  a  State, 
every  member  of  which  is  feelingly  alive  to  every 
subject  connected  with  the  interests,  the  advance- 
ment, the  consolidation  of  the  Union.  Our  con- 
stituents have  reposed  in  us  their  most  important 
trusts  ;  and,  whatever  may  be  the  objects  of  a  few, 
Jhe  great  whole  expects  that  we  this  day  will  do 
oulf  duty  ;  and  shall  we  now  betray  that  high  con- 
fidence—smother the  powerful  convictions  arising 
from  existing  circumstances,  and  shrink  from  re- 
sponsibility ?  No.  sir ;  I  cannot,  will  not,  desert 
what  I  conceive  their  highest  interests,  from  the 
apprehensions  of  their  disapprobation.  Their  suf- 
frages have  placed  me  in  a  situation  to  investigate 
causes  and  calculate  effects ;  to  trace  through  all 
its  sinuosities,  this,  more  than  all  others,  most  iok- 
portant  question. 

However  my  constituents  may  differ  with  me 
in  opinion,  sucn  are  the  convictions  on  my  mind, 
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and  confident  I  am,  my  God,  my  conscience,  and 
my  country,  will  approve  the  act.  It  is  a  por- 
tentous period,  in  which  we  ought  to  be  ready  to 
sacrifice  our  prejudices,  our  popularity,  nay,  life 
itself,  on  the  altar  of  our  country's  good. 

Mr.  Stevens,  of  Connecticut,  said,  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  am  pleased  to  obtain  the  floor,  a  favor  I  have 
sought  six  weeks;  but  heretofore  without  success. 
The  unpleasant  result  has  been,  I  have  been  com- 
pelled reluctantly  to  record  ray  vote  in  all  the  ques- 
tions taken  00  the  bill  under  consideration  without 
the  very  common  privilege  of  recording  my  reasons 
for  giving  such  vote.  It  is  perfectly  easy  to  con- 
ceive the  difficulty  in  which  one  is  involved  by 
such  a  train  of  adverse  circumstances;  we  fre- 
quently wonder  at  an  opinion  expressed,  and  con- 
demn the  author;  but  on  hearing  the  reasons  for 
his  opinion  reverse  our  own ; — whether  this  would 
have  been  my  case  if  I  had  succeeded  in  getting  a 
chance  to  explain  my  motives  will  never  be  known  ; 
because  I  did  not  obtain  that  opportunity. 

In  this  question  of  compromise  now  to  be  decided, 
I  am  more  fortunate,  I  now  have  the  floor,  and 
must  avail  myself  of  this  first  opportunity  to  state 
explicitly  that  I  have  listened  with  pam  to  the 
Tery  long  protracted  debate  that  has  been  had  on 
this  unfortunate  question;  I  call  it  unfortunate, 
sir,  because  it  has  drawn  forth  the  worst  passions 
of  man  in  the  course  of  the  discussion.  I  have 
heard  gentlemen,  and  I  must  in  candor  say  gentle- 
men on  both  sides  of  the  question,  boast  of  sectional 
prowess,  and  of  sectional  achievements ;  and  re- 
mind gentlemen  from  opposite  sections  of  the 
Union,  that  they  had  not  so  fought  and  so  con- 
quered ;  or  left  such  conclusion  irresistibly  to  follow. 
I  want,  and  manifest  public  good  requires,  that 
the  reverse  of  this  language  should  be  holden.  Let 
each  gentleman  boast  the  valor  of  the  inhabitants 
of  an  opposite  section  of  the  Union,  then  all  get 
the  praise  due  them,  and  in  a  way  infinitely  more 
acceptable  to  gentlemen  of  becoming  modesty ; 
and  surely  if  any  people  ever  merited  all  tue 
praise  that  has  been  arrogated  instead  of  being  be- 
stowed, the  American  people  do.  But  it  is  not  the 
inhabitants  of  any  section  of  America  that  exclu- 
sively merit  all  their  exalted  praise  ;  but  the  Union 
collectively.  In  casting  my  eye  over  the  map  of 
my  country,  I  scarcely  discover  a  spot  on  it  but  is 
rendered  memorable  as  the  birth  place  of  some 
sage,  hero,  or  philosopher ;  if  these  occur  most  fre- 
auently  in  Connecticut  it  is  very  well — if  most 
frequently  in  some  other  State,  very  well ;  it  is 
still  my  country.  Shall  I  forego  every  joy  of  my 
life  because  the  immortal  Washington  was  not 
born  in  that  State,  of  very  circumscribed  limits, 
in  which  I  was  born  ?  Preposterous  thought !  He 
was  born  in  America.  That  is  enough  for  me. 
His  glory  reaches  us,  bottomed  on  merit,  and  scorns 
the  proffered  aid  of  mouldering  marble  to  perpet- 
uate it. 

If  the  deadliest  enemy  this  country  has,  or  ever 
had,  could  dictate  language  the  most  likely  to  de- 
stroy your  glory,  prosperity,  and  happiness,  would 
It  not  be  precisely  what  has  been  so  profusely  used 
m  this  debater-sectional  vaunting?  Most  un- 
doubtedly it  would.    If  the  feU  Spirit  of  Discord,  j 


the  prime  mover  of  sedition  and  rebellion  in  the 
heavenly  realms,  should  rack  his  hellish  invention 
for  the  same  malicious  purpose,  he  would  undoubt- 
edly pull  the  cord  of  sectional  prowess  ;  he  would 
magnify  the  valorous  deeds  of  each  particular  State 
or  party  division,  and  distort  or  obliterate  all  the 
rest.  The  arch  planner  of  the  first  sedition  and 
rebellion  must  for  ever  despair  of  improving  on 
the  sad  invention. 

But,  sir,  gentlemen  start  at  the  mention — Why 
do  this  ?  You  hold  your  seats  by  the  tenure  of 
compromise.  The  Constitution  is  a  creature  of 
compromise  ;  it  originated  in  a  compromise  ;  and 
has  existed  ever  since  by  a  perpetual  extension  and 
I  exercise  of  that  principle ;  and  must  continue  to 
do  so,  as  long  as  it  lasts. 

When  your  Convention  met  for  its  formation, 
they  immediately  discovered  that  the  general  wel- 
fare, the  object  of  their  solicitude,  could  not  be  se- 
cured and  perp<?tuated,  without  giving  up  .some- 
thing like  particular  rights  ;  and  this  giving  up  of 
particular  rights,  to  secure  the  great  end  and  object 
of  their  meeting,  was  called  a  compromise. 

What  did  they  do  ?     They  debated  some  months, 

and  then  came  to  the  obviously  necessary  result 

compromise.  It  was  plainly  seen  then  as  now 
thai,  to  obtain  the  object  sought,  it  was  necessary 
to  make  some  sacrifices  and  to  assume  .<;ome  evils. 
They  thus  thought  the  good  sought  was  worth  the 
sacrifices  necessary  to  obtain  it;  and  now,  after 
thirty  years'  successful  experience,  who  dare  ar- 
raign their  wisdom  or  their  patriotism  ?  Rashness 
itself  must  forever  remain  dumb  to  this  demand. 

If  gentlemen  are  in  favor  of  any  compromise, 
it  is  a  fit  time  to  discuss  that  subject,  and  see  if 
any  can  be  hit  on  that  will  give  general  satisfac- 
tion. 

I  ana  in  favor  of  a  compromise,  but  have  strong 
objections  to  that  now  under  consideration.  1 
greatly  fear  it  would  tend  to  perpetuate  the  evil 
we  seek  to  remedy.  The  south  line  of  Pennsyl- 
vania State  and  the  Ohio  waters  now  form  the 
boundary  line  between  the  two  parties.  If  you 
continue  that  line  by  the  36"  3C'  of  north  latitude, 
to  the  Pacific  ocean,  I  fear  it  will  not  prove  a 
pacific  measure.  This  would  be  to  place  on  your 
records  a  perpetual  rallying  place  for  party. 

It  is  devoutly  to  be  wished  that  such  compro- 
mise might  be  hit  on  as  would  forever  put  an  end 
to  the  unhappy  existence  of  parties  in  their  pres- 
ent shape.  I  should  prefer  a  prohibition  of  the  ad- 
mission of  slaves,  into  that  State,  as  a  measure 
the  most  likely  to  effect  that  desirable  object.  The 
number  already  there  is  not  so  great  now  as  to  be 
a  subject  of  any  great  uneasiness  to  those  most 
opposed  to  the  continuance  of  slavery. 

Few  gentlemen  have  risen  in  debate  on  this 
question,  without  deeply  lamenting  (and  I  think 
with  great  reason)  the  existence  of  parties,  desig- 
nated by  geographical  lines  and  boundaries.  I 
also  deprecate  it,  as  being  a  divison  of  the  Union 
into  parties  so  equal  in  number,  wealth,  intelli- 
gence, and  extent  of  territory.  Indeed,  sir,  there 
is  no  viewof  this  unhappy  divisionof  our  country, 
but  must  be  sickening  to  the  patriot,  and  in  direct 
violation  of  the  dictate  of  wisdom  and  the  last 
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though  not  least,  important  advice  of  the  father 
and  friend  of  his  country.  He  forbids  the  use  of 
the  words  Northern  and  Southern,  Atlantic  and 
Western,  as  descriptive  of  the  various  parts  of 
your  country. 

And  will  you  forget  so  important  an  injunction, 
from  that  man,  in  so  short  a  time?    Was  there  no 
political  wisdom  in  the  command  ?    If  none,  why 
nas  it  been  so  long  venerated  ?     I  should   prefer  a 
compromise  forbidding  the  importation  of  any  more 
slaves  info  the  State  of  Missouri.     This,  T think, 
would  allay  party  feelings,  drive  into  forgetfulness 
pl^nt  feuds,  and  .sati.sly  my  friends  to  the  North 
aan  East,  with   whom   I  have  acted,  and  delight 
to  act.     In  common  with  them,  I  have  an  heredi- 
tary dislike  to  slavery,  strengthened  by  a  residence 
all  my  life,  to  the  present  time,  m  a  country  where 
in  does  not  exist.     I  honor  their  dislike  of  slavery, 
and  firmly  believe  there  is  not  a  gentleman  in  this 
House  but  deprecates  its  existence.     Agreeing  in 
this  all-important  point,  let  us  not  separate  because 
we  cannot  think  precisely  alike  of  the  means  best 
calculated  to  eradicate  it.     Was  it  ever  known 
that  a   body  so  numerous  thought  exactly  alike 
throughout  any  one  grand,  all-  mportant  measure 
for  public  good,  in  all  the  detail  ?     And  is  not  the 
circumstance  of  a  division  in  sentiment  in  so  large 
a  body,  so  equal  in  point  of  number,  a  thing  that 
should  lead  both  to  suspect  they  may  be  wrong  ? 
Gentlemen  who  have  much  property  of  this  sort, 
I  agree,  are  deeply  interested ;  but  candor  must  at 
the  same  time  admit  they  have,  from  the  fact  of 
being   slaveholders,   much   practical   and    useful 
knowledge  on  this  subject  that  cannot  be  claimed 
by  non-slaveholders.     And   this  knowledge  is  ex- 
tremely useful,  not  to  say  iudispen.sable,  especially 
as  to  the  extent  of  the  evil  to  the  slaves  and  to  the 
community  generally.     This  knowledge  is  indis- 
pensable when  it  is  sought  to  eflfect  emancipation, 
on  terms  the  best  calculated  to  insure  infallible 
success,  and  to  efl'ect  it  in  a  way  the  least  likely  to 
hazard  any  destructive  revolution   that  might,  in 
unskilful  hands,  insure  more  evil  than   the  good 
intended.     If  we  admit  slaveholders  to  have  more 
knowledge  on  this  subject,  than,  from  the  nature 
of  the  case,  "we  can  have,  their   voice  in  council 
should  not  be  entirely  unheeded. 

But,  sir,  we  have  now  arrived  at  a  point  at 
which  every  gentleman  agrees  something  must  be 
done,  A  precipice  lies  before  us,  at  which  perdi- 
tion is  inevitable.  Gentlemen  on  both  sides  of 
this  question,  and  in  both  Houses,  in  doors  and  out 
of  doors,  have  evinced  a  determination  that  au- 
gurs ill  of  the  high  destinies  of  this  country  ?  And 
who  does  not  tremble  for  the  consequences? 

I  do  not  here  speak  of  that  feeling  which  results 
from  an  apprehension  of  personal  danger.  No, 
sir ;  I  speak  of  that  feeling  which  agitates  the  soul 
of  every  patriot  when  his  country  is  in  danger. 
I  speak  ol  that  feeling,  without  a  susceptibility  of 
which  a  man  is  no  ornament  to  any  country.  I 
wish  not  to  be  misunderstood,  sir.  I  don't  pre- 
tend to  say  that  in  just  five  calendar  months  your 
Union  will  be  at  an  end  ;  your  Constitution  de- 
stroyed ;  your  proud  trophies,  won  in  the  most 
valiant  combat,  profaned;  glories  of  half  a  cen- j 


tury,  gained  by  yourselves  and  your  departed 
friends,  and  unequalled  in  thehisiory  of  any  country 
or  people  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  made  the  sport 
of  an  envying  world  ;  and  all  this  in  a  sacrilegious 
contest,  at  the  end  of  which  no  wise  man  would 
give  a  pea-straw  for  his  choice  on  which  side  to 
be  found,  as  the  victors  would  have  lost  all,  and 
the  vanquished  have  nothing  left  to  excite  envy. 
But,  sir,  I  do  say,  and  for  the  verity  of  the  re- 
mark cite  the  lamentable  history  of  our  own  time 
that  the  result  of  a  failure  to  compromise  at  this 
time,  in  the  way  now  proposed,  or  in  some  other 
way  satisfactory  to  both,  would  be  to  create  ruth- 
less hatred,  irradicable  jealousy,  and  a  total  forget- 
fulness of  the  ardor  of  patriotism,  to  which,  as  it 
has  heretofore  existed,  we  owe,  under  providence, 
more  solid  national  glory  and  social  happiness  than 
ever  before  was  posses.*ied  by  any  people,  nation, 
kindred,  or  tongue,  under  Heaven. 

However  devoutly  it  is  to  be  wished  that  men, 
under  the  keen  anguish  of  disappointment  and 
mortification,  were  wi.se,  patriotic,  moderate,  and 
obedient  to  the  laws,  we  have  no  reason  to  expect 
it.  A  very  recent  example  of  the  base  lengths  of 
depravity  to  which  men  suffer  their  party  madness 
to  carry  them,  and  at  a  time  too  when  the  country  is 
in  the  deepest  distress,  will  forever  forbid  us  to 
cherish  this  vain  hope.  Not  according  entirely  in 
sentiment  with  the  proposed  compromise,  and  with 
the  hope  of  obtaining  a  better  by  a  free  commu- 
nication of  sentiment,  (and  when  I  say  better  I  do 
not  mean  better  for  any  particular  part  of  the 
Union,  but  better  for  the  whole,)  I  move  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  Mercer  followed  on  the  same  side,  witt 
great  earnestness;  and  had  sjKjken  about  half  an 
hour,  when  he  was  compelled  by  indisposition  to 
resume  his  seat. 

The  previous  question  was  then  called ;  and  the 
House  having  sustained  the  call  by  103  votes,  the 
main  question  was  put  on  concurring  with  the 
Senate  in  striking  out  of  the  bill  the  slavery  re- 
striction on  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  90,  nays  87,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennes- 
see, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Vir- 
ginia, Baldwin,  Barbour,  Baylj,  Bloomfield.  Brevard, 
Brown,  Bryan,  Burton,  Burwell,  Butlur  of  Louisiana, 
Cannon,  Cobh,  Cocke,   (Jrawford,  Crowell,  Culbreth, 
Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davidson,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwards 
of  North  Carolina,  Erwin,  Fisher,  Floyd,   Foot,  Ful- 
lerton,  Garnett,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  HiJI, 
Holmes,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of 
Tennessee,  Kent,  Kinsey,  Little,   Lowndes,  McCoy, 
McCreary,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentuc- 
ky, Mason,  Meigs,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Neale,  I^elaon  of 
Virginia,    Newton,    Overstreet,    Parker   of  Virginia, 
Pinckney,  Pindall,  Quaries,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed, 
Rhea,   Ringgold,   Rol>crtson,   Settle,  Shaw,   Sinakins, 
Slocumb,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
B.  Smiih  of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Strother,  Swearin- 
gen,  Terrell,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina.   Tyler,    Walker  of  North   Carolina, 
Warfield,    Wiiliamii   of    Virginia,    and    Williams   of 
North  Carolina— 90. 

NATa — MeuTs.   Adama,   Allen   of  Maasichasettc^ 
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Allen  of  New  York,  Baker,  Bateman,  B«echer,  Bo- 
den,  Bruah,  BuflTum,  Batler  of  Nenr  Haaip«bire,  Camp- 
bell, Clasett,  Clark,  Cook,  CrafU,  Cuabman,  Darling- 
toa,  DeoDiaon,  Dewitt,  Dickinaon,  Dowte,  Edwarda 
of  PeDnavlvanta,  Fay,  FoJger,  Ford,  Forrctt,  Fuller, 
Groaa  of  N.  York,  Grosa of  PenaajlTania,  Guyoo,  Hack- 
ley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hendricka, 
Herrtck,  Hibabman,  Heitter,  Hoatetter,  Kendall,  Kina 
ley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Lirermore,  Lyman,  Mac- 
lay,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Meech,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore, 
Monell,  Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Masaa- 
chusctta,  Parker  of  Maaaachuaetts,  Patteraoix  Phelpa, 
Philaon,  Pitcher,  Pliuner,  Rich,  Ricbarda,  Richmond, 
Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan, 
Southard,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Upham,  Van 
Rensaelaer,  Wallace,  Wendoter,  Whitman.  Wood — 87. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  the  second 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  when — 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  striking  out  the  words  "  thirty-six  degrees  thirty 
minutes  north  latitude,"  and  inserting  a  line  which 
would  exclude  slavery  from  all  the  territory  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  except  Louisiana,  Missouri,  and 
Arkansas. 

The  previous  question  was  again  demanded,  and 
again  sustained  by  a  majority  of  the  House.     The 
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of  North  Carolina,  Ervin,  Folg«r,  Garnett,  Groaa  of 
New  York,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hooka,  Johnaon, 
Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tenneaaee,  McCoy,  Met- 
calf,  Neale,  Newton,  Overstreet.  Parker  of  Virginia, 
Pinckney,  Pindall,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rhea,  Simkina, 
Slocumb,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia, 
Swearingen,  Terrell,  Tucker  of  Va.,  Tyler,  Walker  of 
North  ("arolina,  and  Williama  of  Virginia — 42. 

The  amendment  to  the  title  to  add  the  words 
"and  to  prohibit  slavery  in  certain  Territories," 
was  then  also  concurred  in.  And  so,  all  the  amend- 
ments being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  passed  by 
the  two  Houses. 

Friday,  March  3.  •     ' 

The  Journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  House  on 
yesterday  being  read — 

Mr.  Randolph  rose  and  intimated  an  intention 
now  to  move  the  House  to  reconsider  their  vote  of 
yesterday,  by  which  they  concurred  with  the  Sen- 
ate in  striking  the  restriction  from  the  Missouri 
bill. 

The  Speaker  declared  the  motion  out  of  order 
until  the  ordinary  business  of  the  morning,  as  pre- 
scribed by  the  rules  of  the  House,  should  be  disposed 
of.     From  which  opmion  of  the  Chair,  Mr.  Rasi- 
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question  on  the  amendment,  and  to 
to  the  main  question — 

The  main  question  was  taken  on  concurring 
with  the  Senate  in  inserting  in  the  bill,  in  lieu  of 
the  State  restriction,  the  clause  inhibiting  slavery 
in  the  territory  north  of  thirty-six  degrees  thirty 
minutes  north  latitude,  and  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  134,  nays  42,  as  follows: 

Ykas— Messrs.  Allen  of  New  York,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Anderson.  Archer  of  Maryland,  Baker,  Bald- 
win, Bateman,  Bayly,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Boden, 
Brevard,  Brown,  Brush,  Bryan,  Butler  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Campbell,  Cannon,  Case,  Clagett,  Clarke, 
Cocke,  Cook,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Culbreth, 
Culpepcr,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Davidson, 
Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Earie,  Eddy. 
Edwarda  of  Pennsylvania,  Fay,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot, 
Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  FuUerton,  Groaa  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hardin, 
Haxard,  Hemphill,  Hendricks.  Herrick,  Hibabman, 
Heiater,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hostettcr,  Kendall,  Kent,  Kin- 
sey.  Kinsley,  Lalhrop,  LitUe,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Liver- 
more,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McCreary,  McLane 
of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Marchand, 
Mason,  Meigs,  Mercer,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Monell, 
Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Nelson  of  MaaaachuaetU, 
Neiaon  of  Virginia,  Parker  of  Maasachuaett*,  Patter- 
son,  Philaon,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Quarles,  Rankin,  Rich, 
Richards,  Richmond,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Rogers, 
Roas,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sergeant,  Settle,  Shaw,  Silabee, 
Sloan,  Smith  of  N.  Jeraey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith 
^  North  Carolina,  Southard,  Stevens,  Storra,  Street, 
Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Strother, 
Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinaon,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Trimble, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Upham,  Van  Rensaelaer, 
Wallace,  Warfield,  Wendover,  Williams  of  North 
t>arolina,  and  Wood — 134. 

Nats— Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of 
Massachusetts.  Archer  of  Virginia,  Barbour,  Buffum, 
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Burton,  Barwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cobb,  Edwarda  |  agers  on  their  part 
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The  question  being  taken  on  the  correctness  of 
the  decision,  it  was  affirmed  by  the  House. 

The  House  then  proceeded  in  receiving  and  re- 
ferring petitions ;  wnen,  petitions  being  culled  for 
from  the  members  from  Virginia — 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  House  retain  in 
their  possession  the  Missouri  bill,  until  the  period 
should  arrive,  when,  according  to  rules  of  the 
House,  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  yesterday 
on  concurring  in  the  first  amendment  proposed  by 
the  Senate  to  the  bill  aforesaid,  should  be  in  order. 

The  Speaker  declared  this  motion  out  of  order, 
for  the  reason  assigned  on  the  first  application  of 
Mr.  Randolph  on  this  day. 

Mr.    Anderson,  from    the    Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,   made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
James  Shields,  accompanied  with  a  bill  for  his 
relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the 
act,  entitled  '"An  act  to  protect  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States,  and  punish  the  crime  of  piracy;" 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Livermore,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  'An 
act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Establishment,'  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment ;  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  ask  a  further  conference  upon  the 
subject-matter  of  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate 
to  the  bill  of  this  House,  entitled  "An  act  provi- 
ding for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine  into 
the  Union,"  to  which  they  have  appointed  man- 
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The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  said  m&>sage  ;  whereupon,  it  was  resolved,  That 
this  House  do  agree  to  the  further  conference  asked 
by  the  Senate  upon  the  subject-matter  of  the  disa- 
greemg  votes  on  the  amendments  depending  to  the 
said  bill. 

OrrUrrd,  That  Messrs.  Holmes,  Hill,  and  Tay- 
lor, be  appointed  managers  at  the  said  conference 
on  the  part  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Holmes,  from  the  managers  on  the  part  of 
this  House  to  attend  a  further  conference  with  the 
managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  on  the  disa- 
greeing votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  amend- 
ments depending  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the  Union," 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Walter  Channing,"  in  which 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Sen- 
ate concur  in  the  report  of  the  last  committee  of 
conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  admission 
of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the  Union,"  viz  :  That 
the  Senate  recede  from  the  said  amendments,  and 
that  the  said  bill  be  amended  by  striking  out  the 
word  "  next,"  and  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  the 
words,  "  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty,"  in  which  amendment  they  ask  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  said  message  ;  whereupon — 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely 
postponed,  and  proceeded  at  considerable  length  to 
offer  his  reasons  for  wishing  to  prevent  its  passage ; 
when  Mr.  R.  was  called  to  order,  by  Mr.  Livermore, 
for  deviating  from  the  question  under  debate. 

The  Speaker  decided  that  Mr.  Randolph  was 
not  out  of  order. 

.Mr.  Livermore  appealed  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair,  but  before  the  question  was  put — 

Mr.  Randolph  withdrew  his  motion  for  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 

The  conference  was  then  agreed  to,  and  soon 
after  Mr.  Holmes  reported  the  amendment  as  above 
stated,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  the 
bill  was  thus  finally  acted  on. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Walter  Channing,"  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Frederick  Goetz  and  Carl  W.  West- 
phal,  and  the  heirs  of  Abraham  Neppes,  deceased, 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

The  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  author- 
ize the  President  of  the  United  States  to  appoint  a 
receiver  of  public  moneys,  and  a  register  of  the 
land  office,  lor  the  district  of  Laurence  county,  in 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas,"  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

QUESTION  OF  PRIVILEGE. 

Mr.  Randolph,  being  in  the  majority  on  that 
question,  moved  the  House  now  to  reconsider  their 


vote  of  yesterday,  in  which  they  concurred  in  the 
first  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  which  was  to  strilte  out  the  slavery  restriotion. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Virginia,  seconded  the  motion. 

The  Speaker,  havingascertained  the  fact,  stated 
to  the  House,  that  the  proceedings  of  ihe  House  on 
that  bill  yesterday,  had  been  communicated  to  the 
Senate,  by  the  Clerk,  and  that  the  bill  not  being  in 
possession  of  the  House,  the  motion  to  reconsider 
could  not  be  entertained. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Randolph  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved,  That,  in  carrying  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  MiaMOuri 
to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government,  and  for 
the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States,"  after  a  member 
from  Virginia  bad  given  notice  of  hia  intention  to  move 
a  reconsideration  of  the  question  decided  last  evening, 
in  which  the  said  member,  viz.  Mr.  Randolph,  voted  in 
the  majority  on  one  of  the  amendraenta  of  the  Senate 
thereto,  the  Clerk  is  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  privileges 
of  a  member  of  thia  House  under  the  ruiea  thereof. 

And  the  question  being  put  whether  the  House 
would  now  consider  the  said  resolution ;  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative — yeas  61,  nays  71. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  submitted  the  foUowingpro- 
position,  which  lies  on  the  table. 

"That  60  much  of  the  thirty-seventh  rule  as  allows 
a  reconsideration  of  any  question  by  motion  of  any 
member  of  the  majority  on  such  question,  on  the  day 
succeeding  that  on  which  such  question  be  taken,  be 
expunged." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gross,  of  New  York — 
Ordered,  That  when  the  House  adjourns,  it  will 
adjourn  to  meet  again  on  Monday  next. 

PETITION  OF  SWISS  EMIGRANTS. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Charles  Henry  du  Pasquier,  and  others,  Swiss 
emigrants  in  the  United  States  ;  which  was  read, 
and  the  resolution  therein  contained  was  concurred 
in  by  the  House.     The  report  is  as  follows. 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Charles  Henry  du  Paaquier 
and  others,  praying,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  other 
Swiaa  emigrants,  that  Congress  would  authorise  them 
to  purchase  a  tract  of  the  public  land,  lying  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Mississippi,  and  between  the  30th 
and  37ih  degrees  of  north  latitude,  sufficient  fot  the 
settlement  of  three  or  four  thousand  families  on  terms 
more  favorable  than  Ihe  general  laws  would  permit, 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  report 
that  the  question  presented  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House  involves  the  expediency  of  selling  the  public 
lands  to  foreigners  on  terms  more  indulgent  than  those 
which  regulate  the  sales  to  native  citizens.  This  com- 
mittee is  very  sensible,  that  the  mildness  of  our  Gor- 
einment,  ita  wiae  and  wholesome  laws,  have  produced 
an  emigration,  which  has  gone  far  to  increase  the  col- 
lective talents  and  industry  of  the  couuUry;  some  of 
our  most  distinguiahed  citizens,  as  well  %%  most  indus- 
trious and  ingenious  mechanics,  are  among  those  who 
have  made  this  country  their  own,  by  adoption.  But 
it  ia  thought,  that,  while  we  highly  appreciate  theae 
benefits,  we  should  not  change   the  operation  of  the 
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generti  lawf  of  our  coantrj  to  produce  the  rflect.  8o 
lung  as  the  freeJom  of  our  institutions  is  preserved, 
and  wholrsome  laws  are  permitted  to  have  iheir  ordi- 
nary  effect,  the  inducements  which  have  heretofore 
had  their  influence,  will  stiii  be  sufficiently  strong  to 
produce  the  desired  emigration.  It  cannot  be  con- 
ceded that  special  provisions,  excepting  foreigners, 
however  merilorious,  from  the  operation  of  general 
laws,  and  giving  them  advantages  which  are  denied 
to  the  citizens,  can  be  founded  in  good  policy.  It  is 
a  peculiarity  eminently  honorable  to  our  country,  that 
the  native  of  Europe  possesses,  in  the  acquisition  of 
the  soil  here,  the  same  advantages  which  an  American 
citizen  does;  to  give  him  more,  would  produce  a  dis- 
tinction not  only  invidious,  but  most  unjust.  When 
the  law  is  now  equally  open  to  both,  it  would  be  a 
j  perverted  use  of  charity  to  give  to  the  stranger  a  fa- 
cility which  we  deny  to  the  citizen. 

It  is  probable  that,  during  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  the  mode  of  selling  the  public  lands  will 
be  so  far  altered  as  to  demand  a  cash  payment  of  each 
purchaser.  Every  reason  which  could  influence  Con- 
greaa  to  make  that  change,  would  forbid  this  commit- 
tee from  proposing  to  sell  a  large  quantity  on  a  credit 
•till  mure  distant  than  the  present  laws  contemplate. 
If  the  public  interests  should  be  thought  to  require  a 
system  still  more  rigorous  than  the  one  which  now 
prevaiU,  and  this  too  against  petitions  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  your  citizens,  and  the  memorials  of  the  legisla- 
tures of  several  of  the  Southern  and  Western  iStatcs, 
it  would  indeed  be  an  assumption  of  high  responsi- 
bility on  the  part  of  this  committee  to  recommend,  in 
obedience  to  the  prayer  of  the  present  petitioners,  that 
indulgence  to  them,  which  the  expected  bill  will  deny 
to  your  own  citizens. 

The  establishment  of  a  community  of  foreigners 
within  our  country,  secluded  by  their  habiu,  manners, 
and  language,  from  an  intimate  association  with  the 
great  body  of  our  citizens,  cannot  be  an  event  so  de- 
sirable as  to  justify  a  departure  from  the  general  law. 
An  unrestrained  intercourse  with  the  body  of  the 
American  yeomanry  affords  to  the  emigrant  the  best 
and  probably  the  only  means  of  acquiring  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  our  laws  and  institutions;  a  knowledge 
which  is  not  only  necessary  to  give  to  him  the  full  en- 
joyment of  his  situation,  but  is  necessary  to  render 
him  a  valuable  and  safe  citizen  to  the  Commonwealth. 
It  is  believed  that,  if  a  large  settlement  was  formed, 
exclusively  of  foreign  families,  to  most  of  whom,  our 
language  would  of  course  be  unknown,  many  years 
would  elapse  before  that  general  intercourse  would 
take  place,  beyond  the  boundaries  of  theii  own  com- 
munity, which  would  be  essential  to  give  to  them  full 
poaaession  of  .American  principles  and  character ;  and 
it  is  by  no  means  certain  that  time  would  in  such 
caaes  ever  have  the  effect  of  entirely  destroying  their 
foreign  character.  While,  then,  this  committee  re- 
joice in  every  opportunity  of  communicating  the  bless- 
ings of  their  country  to  their  European  brothers,  they 
believe  that  it  can  be  safely  done,  only  when  they  en- 
joy them  by  indiscriminate  association. 

The  petitioners  have  (many  of  them)  been  hereto- 
fore engaged  in  manufactures  ;  and  they  rely  for  much 
of  the  support,  which  they  expect  to  receive,  upon  the 
stock  of  manufacturing  skill  and  industry  which  they  J 
promise  to  introduce.  They  have  exhibited  before 
the  committee  some  beautiful  and  very  satisfactory 
specimens  of  ikeir  ingenuity  and  skill,  particularly  in 
ailk  and   cotton  goods.    Your  committee  fell  the  full 


force  of  thia  appeal,  and  very  frankly  state,  that,  if  any 
petition  of  a  similar  character  ran  \te  acceptable  to  the 
House,  this  deserves  to  be  so.  Without  referring  to  the 
known  character  of  the  Swiss  (>eas.-intry,  a  settlement 
in  the  State  of  Indiana,  of  emigrants  from  8wiizcr- 
land,  gives  strong  evidence  that  u  colony,  established 
under  the  auspices  of  the  present  petitioners,  would 
be  characterized  by  industry  and  unoffending  submis- 
pion  to  the  laws.  They  resist  the  application,  bow- 
ever,  on  the  grounds  they  have  stated.  The  terras  of 
sale  held  out  by  the  present  laws  are  of  the  most  in- 
dulgent kind ;  and  if  the  public  interest  should  even 
justify  a  relaxation  from  them,  it  is  confidently  be- 
lieved that  it  should  be  in  favor  of  American  citi- 
zens. 

In  answer  to  that  part  of  the  petition  which  derhrea 
that  one  of  the  principal  objects  is  "the  domestic 
manufacture  of  cotton,  wool,  flax,  and  xilk,"  the  com- 
mittee will  only  say,  that  it  may  well  be  considered, 
bow  far  it  would  comport  with  sound  policy  to  give  a 
premium  for  the  introduction  of  inonutucturers,  at  the 
moment  when,  by  the  almost  unanimous  declaration 
of  our  manufacturers,  it  is  said  they  cannot  live  with- 
out further  protection. 

The  committee  therefore  recommend  to  the  House 
the  following  resolution: 

Reiolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought 
not  to  he  granted. 

RULES  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  amendment  ofl'ered  by  bitn 
on  the  2Sth  ultimo  to  the  rules  of  the  House — the 
amendment  offered  thereto  by  Mr.  Randolph, 
being  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Lowndes  advocated  his  proposition,  and  op- 
posed the  amendment  offered  to  it,  at  considerable 
length. 

Mr.  Pindall,  moved  to  refer  the  present  propo- 
sitions, together  with  his  motion  of  the  1st  ultimo 
concerning  stenographers,  &c.,  to  the  Committee 
of  Elections,  to  consider  and  report  thereon.  This 
motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  moved  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  whole  subject. 

On  this  motion  a  debate  of  nearly  three  hours 
continuance  took  place,  in  which  the  merits  of  the 
original  proposition  were  chiefly  discussed.  Mr. 
Randolph  spoke  an  hour  and  a  half  against  the 
proposition  as  submitted  by  Mr.  Lowndes.  It  was 
oppased  by  Me.«!srs.  Johnson,  Warfield,  and 
Meigs,  and  was  advocated  by  the  mover,  and  by 
Messrs.  Wood,  Clarke,  and  Southard. 

The  question  on  the  postponement  was  nega- 
tived— yeas  70,  nays  74. 

Mr.  Randolph  then,  willing  to  let  the  original 
motion  stand  or  fall  on  its  own  merits,  withdrew 
his  amendment. 

After  some  further  debate,  in  which  Meurs. 
Johnson  and  Brown  opposed  the  proposition,  and 
Messrs.  Cook  and  Brush  advocated  it,  the  question 
was  stated  on  agreeing  to  the  motion,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words  : 

"And  if  any  member  shall  not  confine  himself  to  the 
question  under  debate,  and  shall  be  called  to  order, 
if  the  decision  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House  upon  ap- 
peal, be   against  the   member  thus  deviating  from  the 
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question,  such  member  shall  not  be,  at  that  time,  per- 
mitted to  proceed,  without  the  si>ecial  leave  of  the 
House." 

And  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  New  York,  An- 
derson. Baldwin,  Ulooinfield,  Boden,  Brush,  Buffum, 
Campbell,  Cannon,  C-se, Clark,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crowell, 
Cul|*per.  Darlington,  Dennison.  Dewitt,  Dickinson, 
Dowse.  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Folger,  Fuller,  Gross 
of  Pennsylvania,  Hackley,  Hall  of  ISew  York,  Hen- 
dricks. Hill,  Hooks.  Kendall.  Kinsley.  Lathrop,  Linn, 
Livermore,  Lowndes.  Maclay,  McCreary,  Mallary, 
Mason,  Meech,  S.  Moore,  Monell.  Overstreet,  Parker 
of  Massachusetts,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rankin,  RoberUon, 
Kogers,  Sergeant,  Simkins,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New 
Jersey,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Southard,  Stevens, 
Tompkins,  Upham,  Wallace,  Whitman,  and  Wood 
—63. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abltot,  Alexander,  Archer  of  Mary- 
land, Archer  of  Virginia,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Brown, 
Bryan,  Burton,  Uurwell,  Butler  of  New  Hampshiie, 
Butler  of  Louisiana,  Clagett.  Cobb,  Crafls,  Cushman, 
Cutbt>ert,  D  ividson,  Earle,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania, 
Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Ford,  Forrest,  Ful- 
lerton.  Ciitrnell.  Guyon,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Har- 
din, Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hibshman,  Heister,  Holmes, 
Hostetter,  Johnson,  Lincoln,  Lyman,  McCoy,  McLane 
ofDtlawHre.  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Marchand,  Mercer, 
Metcalf.  R.  Moore,  Morton,  Murniy,  Ne^le,  Nelson  of 
Massachus^-tts.  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  of 
Virginia.  Pntterson,  Phelps,  PhiUon.  Pindall.  Quarles, 
Randolph,  Reed.  Rhea,  Richards,  Richmond,  Ringgold, 
Ro^s,  Kufs,  Sampson,  Settle,  Shaw,  Slocumb,  B. 
Smith  of  Virginia.  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  tSlorrs, 
Strong  of  Vermont,  Strother,  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Tay- 
ior,  Terrell,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  'i'ucker  of  Virginia, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Warfield,  Wendo- 
ver,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Car- 
olina— 87. 


Monday,  March  6. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  continuing  in  force  (without  limit)  the  act 
to  provide  for  persons  disabled  by  known  wounds 
received  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  bill  also 
contains  a  provision  requiring  the  agents  for  pay- 
ing pensions  to  give  bond  in  $5,000  each,  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  the  duties  enjoined  upon 
them.  It  was  proposed  that  this  bill  be  forthwith 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading;  but 
that  course  was  overruled,  and  the  bill  was  refer- 
red to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  S.MITH,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  recommitted 
the  bill  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  for  the  es- 
tabli>hment  and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War, 
and  Navy  Departments,  reported  the  same,  with 
an  amendment ;  which,  together  with  the  said  bill, 
was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Joseph  Bruce,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-murjow. 


Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz, 
and.  others,"  made  a  report  thereon,  recommending 

that  the  said  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely. Laid 

on  the  table. 

Mr.  Hooks,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ann 
Mclntire,  widow  and  administratrix  of  Andrew 
Mclntire,  deceased;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Slocumb  submitted  a  resolution,  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  close  this  session  by 

adjournment  of  their  respective  Houses  on  the 

day  of next.      And,  at  the  instance  of  the 

mover,  the  said  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Air.  Cocke  submitted  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Retoloed,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affaira  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  rcnlucing 
the  Naval  Establishment  of  the  United  Sutev. 

Mr.  Cocke  made  a  few  remarks,  in  the  course  of 
which  he  stated  his  object  to  be  to  effect  a  reduc- 
tion of  expense,  by  a  reduction  in  the  number  of 
officers  of  the  Navy,  so  as  to  proportion  them  more 
equally  to  the  number  of  vessels  in  commission. 
It  was  to  this  point  only  that  he  wished  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Naval  Committee. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  the  mo- 
lion,  by  a  vote  of  67  to  63,  it  was  then,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Lowndes,  with  the  consent  of  the  mover, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  it  was  then 

Resoloed,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  direct- 
ed to  report  to  this  House  copies  of  all  contracts 
which  have  been  made  for  the  building  or  repair- 
ing fortifications,  arsenals,  or  magazines,  since  the 
year  1815;  and  also  that  he  report  the  amount  of 
moneys  actually  paid,  to  whom,  and  when,  and 
whether  public  notice  was  actually  given  oi  said 
contracts,  and  what  surety  was  given,  in  what 
amount,  and  whether  the  surety  is  still  solvent ; 
and  whether  the  contracts  have  been  faithfully 
performed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCoy,  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  the 
location  oi  unsatisfied  warrants,  (issued  to  the 
troops  of  the  Virginia  State  line,  for  services  dur- 
ing the  Revolutionary  war,)  on  some  of  the  unap- 
propriated lands  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  a  port  of  entry  at  the  mouth 
of  Pearl  river,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

Mr.  PiNOALL  moved  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  him 
on  the  1st  of  February  last,  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  rules  of  the  House,  in  relation  to  the 
admission  of  stenographers  within  the  Hall.  And, 
on  the  question,  Will  the  House  now  proceed  to 
consider  the  said  resolution  ?  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative. 
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Mr.  Brush  moved  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  him 
on  the  23d  ultimo,  proposing  an  inquiry  into  the 
expediency  of  designating  and  marking  the  north- 
ern boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio.  And,  on  the 
question,  Will  the  House  now  proceed  to  consider 
the  said  resolution?  it  was  determmed  m  the  neg- 
ative. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  in 
addition  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  regulating  the 
Post  Office  Establishment,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

NAVY  APPROPRL\TIONS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  IVavy  of  the  United 
States  for  the  current  year. 

On  this  bill  a  rather  mteresting  but  desultory  de- 
bate took  place,  which  employed  the  time  of  the 
Committi*  till  past  four  o'clock.  The  speakers 
were,  in  succession,  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
JoHNSo.N,  Stohr3,^lay,  Lowndes,  Trimble' 
Meigs,  Foot,  Silsbee,  Cobb,  and  Fuller. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  debate,  Mr.  Clay 
moved  that  "  it  be  recommended  to  the  House  to 
recommit  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
the  bill  entitled,  &c.,  (the  appropriation  bill,) 
with  instructions  to  prepare  the  same  in  reference 
to  an  occasional,  instead  of  a  permanent  employ- 
ment of  the  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean." 

After  debate,  this  motion  was  negatived,  and  the 
Cornmittee  rose  and  reported  the  bill,  with  the  fol- 
lowing appropriations  therein,  viz : 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officer*,  and  par  of 
the  seamen,  |I989,:J20. 

For  provicions  $415,187. 

For  roedicinea,  hospiul  atorea,  and  all  expenaea  on 
aceoont   of    the   aick,    including:   the   marine   corpa 
$36,000.  *^ 

For  repaira  of  vessels.  $484,000. 

For  contingent  expenses,  .$140,000. 

For  improvement  of  navy  yards,  docks,  and  wharvea, 
pay  of  auperinUndehta,  store-keepers,  clerks,  and  la- 
borer*, $100,000. 

For  pay  and  subaistence  of  the  marine  corpa, 
$177,222.  *^ 

^^  For  clothing  the  same.  $27,205. 

For  miliUrv  stores.  $1,000. 

For  the  conUngent  expenses  of  the  same.  $20,000. 

And,  before  considering  the  same,  the  House 
adjourned. 


1 


TuEsoAY,  March  7. 

Mr.  Silsbee,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  suspending,  for  a  limited  time,  so  much 
ol  the  standing  appropriation  of  §1,000,000  for  the 
increase  ot  the  Navy  as  may  be  consistent  with  the 

k  I  '**"'"^^'  *<^'  °^3^^  areport,  the  purport  of 
wbich  IS,  that,  after  due  inquiry,  they  believe  that 
true  economy  and  the  best  interests  of  the  nation 
are  opposed  to  a  suspension,  even  for  a  limited 
time,  ol  any  portion  of  the  sum  annually  appropri- 
ated for  the  gradual  mcrease  of  the  Navy  :  and  that 
they  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  where  any 


essential  reduction  can  be  made  in  the  expenses  of 
the  Navy,  without  reducing  the  establishment. 
The  rej)ort  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  enclosing  the  infor- 
mation required  by  the  resolution  of  the  20th  of 
January  last,  of  the  amount  of  fines,  penalties,  and 
forfeitun?s.  imnosed,  levied,  and  collected,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  by  order  of  the  circuit  court 
of  the  United  States  for  said  District,  for  each 
year,  from  the  year  1801  to  1819;  which  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  another  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmit- 
ting statements  showing  the  state  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  on  the  25th  of  February,  1819 
the  27th  of  May,  and  the  29th  of  November  last' 
made  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  2d  in- 
stant ;  which  was  also  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Uble. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  petition  of  William 
Lawrence;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WoonBRiocE,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  provision  for  the  more 
convenient  execution  of  the  laws  within  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allen,  of  New  York,  the 
Comnriittee  of  Commerce  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  building  a  lighthouse 
at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Genesee  river,  on  Lake 
Ontario. 

Mr.  Pinoall  moved  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  him 
on  the  1st  of  February  last,  propo.«;ing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  rules  ol  the  House  in  relation  to 
the  admission  of  stenographers  within  the  Hall. 
And,  on  the  question,  Will  the  House  now  proceed 
to  consider  the  said  resolution?  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Slocumb  moved  that  the  Hou.se  do  now 
consider  the  joint  resolution  submitted  by  him  yes- 
terday, to  fix  a  day  for  the  termination  of  the  pre- 
sent session  of  Congress.  And,  on  the  question, 
Will  the  House  proceed  to  consider  the  said  reso- 
lution? it  was  also  determined  in  the  negative. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  from  this 
House,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  taking  the 
fourth  census,  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  United  Slates,  and  for  other  purposes,"  with 
amendments. 

The  have  also  passed  bills  of  the  following  ti- 
tles, viz:  * 

An  act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
issue  letters  patent  to  Richard  Wilcox ;  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Francis  B.  Languille  ;  and  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  Pellett ;  in  which  amendments 
and  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

x\AVY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  making  the  annual  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  Navy. 
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Mr.  CoBi  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with  instructions 
so  to  amend  it,  as  to  reduce  the  appropriation  for 
every  branch  of  the  service  one-fourth. 

This  motion  produced  a  debate,  in  the  course  of 
which  it  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and  Messrs. 
W\\RFiELn  andCuLPEPER,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  Smith,  of  North  Carolina, 
Trimble,  Johnson,  Foot,  Holmes,  Wood,  and 
LowNncs. 

Mr.  Johnson,  desirous  to  postpone  this  and  the 
other  appropriation  bills  until  the  amount  of  the 
deficit  m  the  Treasury  was  ascertained,  and  the 
deficit  supplied,  moved  to  strike  out  the  proposed 
instruction  to  the  committee,  so  as  to  leave  the 
question  one  of  recommitment  merely.  This  mo- 
tion was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Cobb's 
motion,  and  negatived,  15  or  20  members  only 
rising  in  favor  of  it. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  was 
then  agreed  to,  and  the  bill,  as  it  stands,  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 


Wednesday,  March  8. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Jeremiah  and 
David  Hunt,  and  Joseph  Forman,  made  a  report 
thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  ofthe 
heirs  of  Abijah  Hunt  and  William  Gordon  For- 
man ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit :  1.  An  act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  issue  letters  patent  to  Richard  Wilcox  ;  2.  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Francis  B.  Languille;  and 
3.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Pdlett ;  were 
severally  read  twice,  and  referred,  the  first  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is  committed 
the  bill  of  this  House  of  the  same  title,  and  the 
two  latter  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  taking  the 
fourth  census  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,"  were 
read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  ap- 

fropriation  for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the 
Inited  States  for  the  year  1820,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment 
of  the  United  States. 

[To  the  same  Committee  was  to-day  referred 
the  bill  "respecting  the  Military  Establishment."] 

The  last  mentioned  bill  was  first  taken  up  and 
having  been  read —  *        ' 

Mr.  Cannon  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  first 
section  of  the  bill  excepting  the  enacting  clause 
and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  the  following : 

"That  the  Military  Peace  EaUbliahment  of  the 
United  Statea  ahall  conaiat  of  aach  proportions  of  artil- 


lery, engineers,  infantry  and  rifleman,  aa  the  Preaideot 
of  the  United  Sutea  shall  judge  proper  to  reUin  in 
■enrice,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole,  including  officers, 
non-commiaaioned  officera  and  privatea,  five  tbouaaod." 
Mr.  Cannon  said,  he  had  submitted  this  propo- 
sition to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee,  under 
the  presumption  that  we  would  continue  to  enjoy 
the  relations  of  peace  and  tranquillity  with  all 
nations  with  whom  we  had  any  kind  of  intercourse. 
This  he  had  presumed  from  the  silence  of  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  on  the  subject. 
He  himself  had,  as  yet,  seen  no  probability  of  this 
country's  being,  in  any  short  time,  involved  in 
war  with  any  nation,  although  he  had  not  in- 
quired of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  to 
know  what  information  they  had,  or  what  opin- 
ions they  might  entertain,  as  respected  the  relation 
of  this  country  with  any  forei^  Power.  He  said 
it  mi^bt  appear  a  little  astonishing  to  the  peojje 
of  this  coimtrv  that,  notwithstanding  the  vast 
rev«iue  that  bad  been  brought  into  the  public 
Treasury,  from  various  sources,  since  the  termina- 
tion of  the  late  war,  to  find  that  we  are  unable  to 
meet  the  current  demands  against  the  Govern- 
ment ;  that  such  has  been  the  extravagance  of  our 
public  expenditures  on  this  Military  Establish- 
ment, as  well  as  others  equally  as  useless  or  unne- 
cessary, that  there  now  seems  to  be  a  deficit  to  the 
amount  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  and  this  too 
during  a  time  when  we  are  enjoying  the  most  per- 
fect peace  and  boasted  prosperity.  This  seems  to 
be  admitted  by  all  to  be  the  situation  in  which  we 
are  now  placed.  We  must  borrow  money  or  issue 
Treasury  notes,  either  of  which  is  an  increase  of 
the  public  debt,  or  lay  taxes  on  the  people,  neither 
of  which  he  was  willing  to  do  to  keep  up  an  army 
that  was  wholly  unnecessary  during  a  time  of 
peace. 

Sir  said  he,  this  state  of  things  is  what  I  have 
long  since  anticipated.  It  is  what  I  knew  must 
happen  in  consequence  of  the  course  of  policy  that 
has  oeen  pursued,  and  it  was  to  avoid  this  state  of 
things  that  he  had  advocated  the  reduction  of  the 
Army  to  five  thousand,  immediately  after  the  re- 
turn of  peace.  He  said  he  then  had  the  honor  of 
a  seat  in  the  House,  and  it  would  be  recollected 
by  all  those  who  were  also  members  at  the  time 
he  alluded  to,  that  the  reduction  was  then  carried 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  down  as  low  as 
the  number  he  now  proposed.  The  Senate,  how- 
ever, refused  to  reduce  it  lower  than  fifteen  thou- 
sand, and  that  it  was  ultimately  settled  and  left  at 
ten  thousand,  by  way  of  what  is  called  a  compro- 
mise between  the  two  Houses.  He  said  he  had 
again  felt  it  is  his  duty  to  make  an  effort  to  reduce 
the  regular  Army  of  the  United  States  while  a 
member  of  the  Fourteenth  Congress,  Indeed,  he 
had  always  been  opposed  to  a  large  standing  army 
in  time  of  peace.  He  did  not  believe  the  regular 
Army  could  be  called  the  main  strength  oT  the 
country,  at  any  time.  He  hoped  it  never  would 
be  thought  so  by  the  people  of  this  Government. 
Sir,  said  he,  I  cannot  believe  that  the  reduction 
of  the  Army,  in  time  of  peace,  is  diminishing  the 
strength  ofthe  Government;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
he  believed  it  would  increase  its  strength  and  in- 
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sure  its  permanency.     This  Government,  he  said, 
was  formed  by  the  people ;  it  was  made  for  the 
benefit  of  all,  and   not  a  few,  who  may  obtain 
offices  under  it ;  and  it  is  to  the  people  composing 
the  Grovernment  that  you  are  to  look  in  time  of 
danger — to  the  militia  of  the  Stales  and  of  the 
United   States;  and,  so  long  as  you  retain  this 
.   Government  in  its  original    purity,  just  so  long 
will  it  be  supported  and  defended  by  the  people ; 
but  whenever  you  abandon  these   principles  the 
people  will  abandon  you.     Sir,  you  never  can  look 
to  any  other  source  lor  the  protection  and  defence 
of  this  Grovernment.     You   ha/e  looked    to  the 
people  heretofore  in  times  of  war,  or  difficulty,  and 
danger,  and  you  never  have  looked  to  them  in 
vain,  and  I  venture  nothing  when  I  say  you  never 
will  look  to  them  in  vain. 

He  said  he  would  not  inquire  into  the  capacity 
of  the  country  to  support  such  an  army  as  we  now 
had,  for  that  was  not  the  proper  inquiry  to  be 
made.     He  said  the  proper  inquiry  on  this  subject 
was,  whether  or  not  such  an  army  was  necessary 
for  the  good  of  the  country  in  time  of  peace  ?  Nor 
would  he  inquire  what  was  to  be  the  situation  of 
those  who  were  to  be  disbanded  from  the  service 
in  the  event  the  reduction  he  proposed  should  be 
made.     He  went  on  the  ground  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  retain  no  person  in  service,  in  any 
office,  that  was  entirely  unnecessary.     When  it 
became  necessary  the  Government  had  a  right  to 
call  into  its  service  any  individual,  indeed  every 
one,  and  none  should  be  retained  longer  than  their 
services  were  necessary.     Because  some  of  the 
officers  of  the  Army  would  be  left  out  of  the  pub- 
lic employment,  and  would  be  thrown  into  a  worse 
situation  than  they  now  enjoy,  is  not  an  argument 
with  me  sufficient  to  retain   this  expensive  and 
useless  establishment.     Had   this  reduction   been 
made  at  ihe  time  he  always  thought  it  ought  to 
have  been  made — on  the  return  of  peace— or  even 
afterwards,  when  he  himself  had  proposed  it,  we 
should  have  avoided  the  state  of  things  that  we 
are  now  compelled  to  meet— the  resort  to  loans. 
Treasury  notes,  or  taxes ;  neither  of  which  he,  for 
one,   was  willing  to   adopt.     His  course  of  pol- 
icy, m  times  of  peace,  he  said,  was  to  retrench 
the  expenditures  until  he  brought  them  entirely 
withm  the  means  of  the  revenue  of  the  country. 
This  he  would  do,  not  only  by  reducing  the  Army, 
but  there  were  other  establishments  also,  on  which 
he  would  retrench,  and  some  of  which  he  would 
abolish.     He  alluded  to  the  Military  Academy  at 
West  Point,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  on  which 
the  Government  had  already  expended  millions  of 
nwney  for  the  benefit  of  a  few  favorites  of  the 
most  wealthy  of  our  country. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  all  know  that  an  individual, 
a  citizen,  a  planter,  or  farmer,  of  your  country,' 
who  expends  largely  every  year  over  and  above 
the  amount  he  really  makes,  is  in  the  broad  road 
to  ruin  and  bankruptcy,  and  so  it  is  with  a  gov- 
ernment. I  can  perceive  no  difference,  more  espe- 
cially during  a  time  of  peace  and  tranquillity, 
wtxon,  losiead  of  running  more  and  more  in  debt,  • 
as  we  have  done,  we  ought  to  be  endeavoring,  as 
speedily  »5^  possible,  to  pay  off  the  public  debts  I 


we  have  already  incurred  during  a  state  of  war. 
But,  Mr.  C.  said  while  he  entered  his  most  sol- 
emn protest  against  the  doctrine  of  standing  ar- 
mies, in  time  of  peace,  he  would  also  beg  leave  to 
say,  that  he  had  entertained  some  doubts  and  fears 
respecting  the  course  of  policy  we  were  pursuing 
in  regard  to  our  Navy.     He  had,  he  said,  in  com- 
mon not  only  with  the  members  of  Congress,  but 
al.so  with  the  people  of  the  whole  United  States, 
yielded  to  the  impulse  which  had  been  given  (and 
which,  he  believed,  was  yet  in  a  great  degree  felt) 
by  the  many  gallant  and   glorious  achievements 
which  had   been  acquired   by  that  species  of  our 
force  during  the  late  war.     So  great  was  its  influ- 
ence at  that  time,  that  he  believed  there  was  not  a 
single  individual  in  Congress,  and   he  knew  of 
none  anywhere  else  who  raised  their  voice  against 
a  rapid  increase  of  the  Navy.     He  said  he  himself 
had  given  his  voice  most  cordially  in  favor  of  the 
measure  appropriating  eight   millions  to  the  in- 
crease of  the  Navv,  to  be  applied  to  its  increase  at 
the  rate  of  one  million  each  year.     But,  since  then, 
he  had  often  been  led  to  doubt  the  policy  of  the 
course  that  he  himself,  as  well  as  others,  had  pur- 
sued in  regard  to  our  Navy,  which  he  believed,  to 
a  certain  extent,  would  always  be  found  useful  to 
the  country. 

He  said  he  most  decidedly  concurred  with  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Cobb,) 
in  some  of  the  views  he  took  while  speaking  on 
this  subject  yesterday  ;  he  feared  we  were  increas- 
ing the  establishment  too  rapidly.     He  thought  it 
probably  would  have  been  better  in  the  end,  if  the 
application  of  this  eight  millions  to  the  increase  of 
the  navy  had  been  more  gradual.     He  said  he  was 
not  now  opposed  to  the  amount  that  was  appro- 
priated ;  he  was  in  favor  of  that  sum  at  that  time, 
and  was  yet;  but  he  thought,  if,  instead  of  apply- 
ing it  in  eight  years,  as  was  then  determined  on, 
it  had  been  applied  to  the  same  object  in  twelve  or 
sixteen  years,  it  would  have  been  better.   He  rather 
thought  that  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year 
would  have  been  sufficient  to  keep  pace  with  the 
wealth  and  population  of  our  country.     But,  said 
he,  in  making  these  remarks,  I  must  not  be  under- 
stood to  be  in  the  slightest  degree  oppased  to  this 
establishment,  or  to  its  increase  in  such  way  as  is 
commensurate  with  the  means  of  our  country. 
This  would  be  my  course  of  policy.     The  other 
course  which  we  have  all  been  pursuing,  is,  I  fear, 
to  result  in  the  most  fatal  consequences.     Its  rapid 
increase  will  soon  bring  it  to  that  size  which  would 
make  it  burdensome  to  the  nation,  and  a  perma- 
nent system  of  taxation  must  then  be  resorted  to 
m  order  to  support  it.     This,  he  believed,  would 
not  be  borne  by  the  people  very  cheerfully  in  times 
of  peace,  however  willing  they  are  to  bear  any 
burdens  in  time  of  war.     Nor,  .Mr,  said  he,  am  I 
prepared  to  say  that  the  people  of  the  United  States 
ought  to  submit  to  great  burdens  of  taxation  in 
times  of  peace,  to  keep  up  an  overgrown  and  ex- 
pensive establishment  of  any  kind  for  defence  in 
time  of  war.    He  thought  the  people  of  the  United 
States  ought  to  look  to  themselves,  as  their  own 
defenders,  and  their  country's  defenders  too,  in 
time  of  war.   He  thought  that  any  course  of  policy 
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that  was  calculated  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
people  to  a  regular  standing  army  or  a  navy,  as  a 
force  to  be  entirely  relied  on  for  defence  in  time  of 
war,  was  a  dangerous  and  unsafe  policy,  contrary 
to  the  very  principles  of  our  government,  and  ought 
never  to  be  attempted  to  be  held  out  to  the  people. 
The  Government,  he  said,  was  formed  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people;  therefore,  its  preservation 
and  defence  must  rest  in  their  hands ;  and  while 
he  always  admitted  the  utility  of  a  navy,  and  even 
a  regular  army,  as  an  auailiary  force,  he  never  had 
Viewed  either,  or  both  combined  together,  to  be 
sufficient  to  be  considered  the  main  reliance  for 
defence. 

Sir,  said,  he,  my  course  of  policy,  as  regards  the 
regular  army,  is  to  retain  in  service  as  few  as  pos- 
sible during  a  state  of  peace.  Indeed,  I  believe  we 
could  do  without  any  much  better  than  we  could 
with  an  overgrown,  expensive  establishment  of 
this  kind,  notwithstanding  I  am  willing  to  retain 
as  much  of  the  army  as  is  necessary  to  occupy 
those  forts  and  garrisons  or  fortifications,  where  our 
arms  and  munitions  of  war  ought  to  be  kept  and 
Uken  care  of.  I  myself  am  induced  to  believe  that 
three  thousand,  properly  distributed  and  properly 
kept  employed,  would  be  amply  sufficient  for  this 
purpose.  But  I  am,  however,  willing  to  retain  five 
thousand,  in  order  to  conform  to  the  views  of  other 
gentlemen,  whose  experience  and  information  on 
this  subjuct  is  much  greater  than  my  own  ;  and  I 
believe  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  gentleman  to 
show  that  a  greater  number  than  five  thousand  is 
at  all  necessary  in  time  of  peace. 

Sir,  .said  he,  I  cannot  give  in  to  the  doctrine  that 
we  must  keep  up  this  regular  army  of  ten  thou- 
sand in  time  of  peace,  in  order  to  acquire  or  keep 
up  military  science.  I  think  it  would  be  better, 
and  a  much  more  correct  course  of  policy  for  us 
to  pursue,  if  we  undertake  to  teach  military  sci- 
ence, and  to  expend  this  enormous  amount  of 
money  for  that  object,  that  we  should  expend  it 
amongst  the  militia  officers  of  the  United  States, 
where  the  science  they  might  acquire  at  public 
expense  would  be  diffused  through  the  whole  mass 
of  the  people,  which  cannot  nor  will  not  be  the 
case  by  retaining  your  regular  army.  Heretofore 
the  General  Government  has  paid  but  little  atten- 
tion to  the  militia.  Indeed,  it  may  be  said  they 
have  been  almost  entirely  neglected :  no  moneys 
have  been  expended  to  teach  them  military  science, 
nor  will  It  be  done,  as  I  believe,  so  long  as  this 
regular  army  is  made  the  peculiar  favorite  on 
which  we  determine  to  expend  so  much  of  the 
public  money. 

He  said  he  did  not  like  to  see  the  growth  of  a 
regular  army  fostered  and  cherished  by  his  country, 
m  the  manner  it  had  been.  He  referred  to  the  ex- 
tent of  that  army  in  the  year  1803,  and  compared 
it  With  what  it  IS  at  this  time,  from  which,  he  said, 
we  might  readily  estimate  its  growth  in  time  to 
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come;  for,  said  he,  we  may  expect  often  to  be 
threatened  with  wars,  and  sometimes  to  be  actu- 
ally involved  in  war  with  some  of  the  various  for- 
eign Powers  with  whom  we  have  intercourse ;  and 
if  every  war  is  to  leave  this  burden  on  us,  of  an 
increased  regular  army,  to  be  supported  in  peace, 
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we  may  soon  expect  our  Government  to  leave  en- 
tirely its  first  principles,  and  become  as  expensive 
and  oppressive  as  the  Governments  of  Europe- 
and,  rest  assured,  sir,  said  he,  that,  in  the  same  pro-' 
portion  that  you  increase  the  burdens  on  the  peo- 
ple, even  though  you  may  do  it  under  the  pretence 
of  Its  being  necessarv  for  their  good,  or  for  their 
safety,  m  the  same  degree  you  will  destroy  that 
zealous  attachment  and  devotion  to  the  Govern- 
ment which  has  been  so  eminently  displayed  in 
many  sections  of  the  United  States,  during  the 
late  contest  we  have  had  with  a  foreign  Power. 

I  lay  it  down  as  a  correct  principle,  that  that 
Government  which  secures  to  its  citizens  liberty 
and  independence  on  the  cheapest  terms  is  the  best 
and  always  will  be  held  in  the  highest  estimation 
by  the  superior  intelligence  of  the  people  of  this 
country.  It  will  always  secure  to  itself  the  at- 
tachment of  the  people ;  and,  however  necessary 
government  has  been  found,  it  is  only  good  to  a 
certain  extent,  and  too  much  of  it  is  worse  than 
none. 

Sir,  said  he^  I  very  much  regret  to  see  so  mani- 
fest a  disposition  in  favor  of  a  regular  army.     It 
was  calculated,  he  feared  to  prevent  any  retrench- 
ment on  this  establishment,  also  to  prevent  any 
thing  being  done  to  give  arms  or  discipline  to  the 
militia,  on  which  force  he  would  always  rely  for 
the  preservation  of  our  Government.    He  did  not 
wish  to  induce  the  people  of  the  United  States  to 
look  to  any  other  force  for  defence  or  protection  ; 
he  wished  every  man  to  consider  himself  the  pro- 
tector and  defender  of  his  country;  for  such,  he 
believed,  were  some  of  the  principles  on  which  our 
Government  had  been  formed,  and  such  were  the 
principles  he  wished  to  see  cherished  and  preserved. 
Mr.  Chairman,  said  he,  in  deciding  what  ought 
to  be  the  extent  of  the  regular  army  in  time  of 
peace,  I  will  not  look  at  all  to  a  state  of  war,  be- 
cause, in  such  a  state  of  afl^irs,  any  regular  army 
we  could  have  would  be  entirely  incompetent  to 
the  defence  of  the  country,  however  much  reliance 
might  be  placed  on  it.     I  am  unwilling  to  rely  on 
it  myself,  and  I  know  the  people  of  my  country 
are  unwilling  to  trust  their  liberty  to  any  force  of 
that  description.     They  think  it  much  safer  to  take 
the  weapons  of  war  into  their  own  hands,  when  it 
becomes  necessary,  and  become  their  own,  as  well 
as  their  country's  defenders. 

These,  sir,  said  he,  are  some  of  the  views  which 
I  entertain  on  this  subject;  and,  fully  aware  of 
every  feeling  that  would  always  be  excited  on  a 
subject  of  its  kind  and  importance,  he  said  he  had 
felt  it  his  duty  to  submit  the  proposition  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House,  fully  impressed  with  the 
most  thorough  conviction  that  the  policy  and  in- 
terest of  our  country  requires  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Ci.AV  avowed  himself  to  be  in  favor  of  re- 
ducing the  Army,  in  preference  to  resorting  to 
taxes,  loans,  or  to  an  invasion  of  the  Sinking 

Fund,  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Government 

if,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Re- 
lations, the  attitude  of  the  country  should  not  be 
changed  to  that  of  war,  or  to  that  which  menace 
war.  Meanwhile,  he  was  disposed  not  to  act  on 
the  bill  now  before  the  Committee,  but  to  defer  it 


16Q3 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


16U4 


H.  OP  R. 


Military  Appropriations. 


March,  1820. 


I 


0 


for  the  present,  for  the  purpose  of  acting  on  the 
military  appropriation  bill.  If,  after  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  should  be 
made,  it  should  be  thought  expedient  to  reduce  the 
Army,  the  appropriations  would  shape  themselves 
to  wnat  should  be  the  actual  force  and  condition 
of  the  Military  Establishment.  He  therefore  moved 
to  lay  this  bill  on  the  table,  with  a  view  to  take 
up  the  appropriation  bill. 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  motion  without 
debate,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  Military  Establishment,  for  the  current  year, 
was  then  taken  up. 

On  coming  to  the  appropriation  for  the  support 
of  the  Military  Acadamy  for  the  present  year. 

Mr.  Cannon  spoke  at  some  length  against  this 
appropriation,  on  the  ground  of  hostility  to  the 
institution  itself;  conceiving  that  the  money  levied 
by  taxes  on  the  people,  and  on  the  poor  as  well  as 
the  rich,  could  be  better  employed  than  on  the 
gratuitous  instruction  of  a  privileged  class  of  youth. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  remarked,  that  the 
arguments  of  the  gentleman  would  well  apply  to 
a  proposition  to  abolish  this  institution,  but  did 
not  aipply  with  any  force  to  the  question  in  hand, 
■which  was  not  the  establishment  of  the  Academy, 
but  the  appropriation  of  money  to  defray  expenses 
•already  authorized  by  law. 

Mr.  Cannon  was  so  little  disposed  to  continue 
<his  establishment,  that  he  was  willing  to  arrest, 
vr  at  least  to  reduce,  the  appropriation.  But,  in 
order  to  get  at  a  proposition  to  reduce  the  expense 
of  that  establishment,  or  to  abolish  it,  Mr.  C. 
moved  to  lay  this  bill  on  the  table. 

After  some  observation  from  Mr.  Strother  in 
opposition  to  this  motion,  the  question  was  taken 
thereon,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Cannon  had  proposed  a  sum  less  than  that 
moved  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Acade- 
my. So  that  two  questions  were  presented  ;  the 
one  on  a  certain  sum  necessary  to  the  support  of 
the  academy  as  it  now  stands,  and  the  other  on  a 
less  sum.  The  question  being  taken,  according 
to  usage,  on  the  largest  amount,  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirraative,  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Cannon  said,  he  had  entertained  some 
doubts  on  the  policy  of  keeping  up  this  institution 
at  the  public  expense ;  that,  in  answer  to  a  resolu- 
tion which  he  had  introduced  in  the  early  part  of 
the  session,  some  information  had  been  received 
from  the  War  Department,  from  which  he  had 
learnt  that  something  like  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  was  necessary  for  this  institution 
the  present  year;  that  it  had  been  in  existence 
about  twenty  years,  during  the  whole  of  which  time 
It  had  been  supported  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  it  had  already  cost  us  some 
millions  of  money.  This  he  said,  had  led  him  to 
make  some  further  inquiry  about  this  expensive 
establishment,  which  he  had  heard  it  said  was  of 
so  much  public  utility;  and,  in  order  to  ascertain 
more  precisely  the  whole  amount  of  what  it  had 
already  cost,  and  also  the  extent  of  public  good 
that  had  been  derived  from  it,  he  had  introduced  a 


second  resolution,  requiring  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  that  information  which  he  thought  necessary 
to  enable  him  to  form  a  more  correct  opinion  re- 
specting the  benefits  that  had,  or  would  probably 
in  future,  accrue  to  this  nation,  by  continuing  to 
support  this  institution.  But  here,  he  regretted  to 
have  to  say.  he  had  been  stopped  by  the  decision 
of  the  House,  which  had  rejected  the  resolution, 
and  thereby  prevented  any  further  information  be- 
ing obtained  on  the  subject.  But,  Mr.  Chairman, 
said  he,  I  recollect  that  some  time  during  the  14th 
Congress,  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Louisiana 
(Mr.  Robertson)  brought  before  this  House  a 
proposition,  the  object  of  which  was,  to  have  the 
orphans  of  those  who  had  fallen  in  the  defence  of 
their  country  during  the  late  war,  educated  at  this 
Military  Academy,  in  preference  to  any  others.  I 
recollect  also  that  this  proposition  met  my  warmest 
approbation ;  and  I  well  remember  the  large  ma- 
jority by  which  it  was  at  the  same  time  rejected, 
and  the  benefits  still  retained  for  the  wealthy  part 
of  the  community,  who,  I  have  no  doubt,  are  at 
this  time  enjoying  almost  exclusively  the  benefits 
and  advantages  of  this  institution.  Nor,  sir,  have 
I  yet  forgotten  that,  during  the  present  session,  a 
proposition  was  rejected,  which  I  had  submitted 
to  the  House,  to  obtain  some  further  support  and 

f)rotection  to  the  orphans  and  widows  of  those  gal- 
ant  men  who  have  fallen  in  defence  of  their 
country  during  the  late  war.  Thus,  sir,  you 
have  turned  your  back  on  the  helpless  >»rpnan 
of  your  country's  defender,  while  at  the  same 
time  you  are  voting  thousands  for  the  educa- 
tion of  the  sons  of  the  most  wealthy  part  of  the 
community;  men  who  are  able  to  educate  their 
sons  anywhere,  without  the  assistance  of  Govern- 
ment. Is  this  right,  I  ask?  is  it  just  ?  is  it  not 
aristocracy,  of  the  rankest  order?  P'or  my  own 
part,  I  can  call  it  nothing  else.  He  said  he  had 
made  some  calculation,  from  the  little  information 
he  was  allowed  to  obtain  on  this  subject,  from  which 
it  would  appear  that  about  two  thousand  dollars  is 
bestowed  on  each  of  the  cadets,  who  are  admitted 
to  this  academy,  and  receive  an  education,  when 
you  have  only  given  the  helpless  orphan  of  the 
patriot,  whose  liie  has  been  sacrificed  m  his  coun- 
try's defence,  about  twenty  or  thirty  dollars  each, 
and  have  refused  to  give  more,  but  nave  left  them 
to  {>erish  in  infancy,  or  be  supported,  as  is  the 
case  in  many  instances  in  our  country,  by  the 
people  of  their  neighborhood.  Sir,  said  he,  what 
must  be  the  feelings  of  the  patriot,  whose  blood 
has  flown  in  his  country's  cause,  when  he  shall 
look  back  on  this  state  of  things  ?  Is  this  agree- 
able to  the  principles  on  which  this  Government 
was  founded?  Is  it  agreeable  to  the  principles  on 
which  any  government  ought  ever  to  be  founded? 
I  think  not,  said  he ;  on  the  contrary,  I  believe  it 
is  the  duty  of  this  Government  to  extend  support 
to  the  orphan  of  the  country's  defender,  until  that 
orphan  shall  be  able  to  provide  its  own  means  of 
support.  He  had  thought  the  Government  was 
for  the  weak,  and  not  the  strong,  as  seems  now  to 
be  the  case.  I  have  asked,  said  he,  in  vain,  to 
know  what  benefits  have  been  derived  by  this  Grov- 
ernment  from  this  expensive  Military  Academy. 
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None  have  been  able  to  point  them  out.  If  you 
intend  to  teach  military  science,  it  is  here  only 
confined  to  a  few,  "a  privileged  order,"  in  our 
country,  who  never  will,  nor  never  have  dissemi- 
nated any  of  that  science  amongst  the  general 
mass  of  the  people ;  and  certainly  it  will  not  be 
pretended  in  this  country  that  we  are  to  confine 
the  military  science  to  such  narrow  limits ;  to  give 
it  to  a  few  favorites,  at  the  pubiic  expense,  and  re- 
fuse it  to  all  others. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  I  believe  that  our  Government 
has  been  pursuing  the  wrong  course  upon  this  sub- 
ject. The  military  science  that  has  been  taught 
at  public  expense,  he  said,  ought,  in  his  opinion, 
to  be  taught  to  the  officers  of  the  militia,  from 
whom  it  would  be  imparted  to  the  citizens  gener- 
ally, the  soldiers  on  whom  we  must  forever  de- 
pend. This,  he  said,  had  never  yet  been  attempted, 
nor  did  he  believe  it  ever  would  be  attempted,  un- 
til this  system  of  privileged  military  order,  and 
military  aristocracy,  was  pulled  down,  or  put  out 
of  existence. 

Sir,  said  he,  when  you  are  asked  a  pittance  to 
support  and  educate  a  helpless  infant  orphan  of 
him  whose  blood  has  crimsoned  your  fields  of  bat- 
tle in  defence  of  his  country,  your  ears  are  deaf  to 
the  call,  and  it  is  regarded  with  indiflference !  But, 
sir,  when  thousands  are  called  for,  for  this  Mili- 
tary Academy,  (for  the  benefit  of  the  wealthy,) 
your  sensibilities  are  awakened,  and  your  feelings 
are  alive  to  their  interests ;  and  numerous  advo- 
cates are  crowding  into  the  debate,  and  even  the 
emptiness  of  your  Treasury  is  not   an   obstacle. 
What,  sir!  does  this  look  like  the  principles  of 
justice  and  equality  ?  he  thought  not.     He  said, 
he  did  not  intend  to  go  into  an  inquiry  about  the 
manner  in  which  this  institution  had  been  con- 
ducted, nor  any  irregularities  and  misconduct  that 
has  been  so  loudly  complained  of,  and  which  had 
loaded  our  tables  with  such  a  mass  of  pamphlets? 
nor  did  he  mean  to  make  any  reflection  on  any 
gentleman,  who  had  heretofore,  or  might  here- 
after, obtain  the  education  of  his  son,  or  sons,  at 
this  Military  Academy  at  the  public  expense?  nor 
did  he  mean  any  reflection  on  any  of  the  cadets, 
or  young  men  who  had   received  an  education 
^Jj^^jor  were   now  enjoying   its  benefits.     He 
thought,  so  long  as  it  is  kept  up  at  the  expense  of 
the  Government,  that  it  was  fair,  and  not  improper 
in  any  individual  to  enjoy  its  benefits  who  has  it 
in  his  power  to  do  so— for  he  knew  very  well, 
that  It  was  out  of  the  power  of  the  poorest  part 
o.  the  people  of  our  country  to  obtain  any  portion 
of  Its  benefits,  and  that  was  one  of  the  strong  ob- 
jections he  felt  to  this  institution.     It  was  sup- 
ported by  the  funds  of  the  nation— drawn  from 
public  lands,  and  various  other  sources  from  which 
we  derive  revenue— these  funds  as  much  belonged 
to  the  poor  as  to  the  rich.     But  when  placed  in 
this  Military  Academy,  the  benefits  cannot,  have 
not,  nor  will  they  ever  be  equally  shared  between 
them,  but  must  be  obtained  almost  exclusively  by 
the  rich,  who  arc  entirely  competent  to  educate 
their   sons  without  this   public   assistance.     Sir, 
said  he,  if  this  institution  could  be  made  a  school 
for  the  education  of  the  orphans  of  our  country  of 


whom  he  had  spoken,  he  would  he  willing  to  sup- 
port It?    But,  instead  of  that,  it  is  a  system  by 
which  the  poor  are  robbed,  in  order  to  add  to  the 
splendor  of  the  rich.     He  had  no  doubt  some  of 
these  cadets  would  go  into  the  public  service  pro- 
vided you  make  officers  of  them ;  but  he  believed 
but   few  would,  under    any   circumstance,  serve 
their  country  as  soldiers.     And  keep  this  system 
up,  and  It  leads  to  this,  that  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
fitable or  desirable  appointments  of  our  Army  or 
Navy  are  to  be  taken  from  these  highly  favored 
young  men,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others,  no  mat- 
ter what  their  qualifications  may  be.     He  consid- 
ered such  establishments  of  aristocracy  dangerous 
to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  the  principles  of 
the  Government.     But  he  was  well  aware  of  the 
situation  any  member  of  this  House  stood  in,  that 
attempts  their  destruction.     He  was  aware  of  the 
growing  disposition  of  the  Government  towards 
aristocracy,  and   was  anxious   to  check   it ;   he 
thought  the  sooner,  the  better.     For,  said  he,  if 
you  retain  this  institution,  and  add  one  or  two 
more  of  a  similar  character,  it  will  be  in  vain  to 
attempt  to  arrest  the  course  of  our  Government 
towards  aristocracy.     It  will  become  so,  and  per- 
haps something  worse  will  follow. 

Sir,  said  he,  the  honorable  gentleman  who  is 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
(Mr.  S.MiTH,  of  Maryland)  who  reported  the  bill 
containing  this  appropriation,  obiects  to  the  course 
I  am  taking,  and  says  it  is  not  the  proper  way  to 
effect  the  object  I  have  in  view.  Indeed,  sir,  I 
fear  no  course  that  can  be  taken  by  me  to  effect 
my  object,  will  meet  the  approbation  of  that  gen- 
tlenian  :  for,  sir,  it  is  my  object  to  abolish  this 
Military  Academy  entirely,  to  prevent  its  being 


any  longer  kept  up  at  public  expense.  And  . 
had  supposed,  to  withhold  the  appropriation,  would 
have  that  effect,  and  in  the  event  the  House  de- 
termined to  refuse  the  appropriation,  he  would 
then  take  the  other  steps  that  would  be  necessary, 
after  such  decision  was  made.  This,  he  said,  was 
the  object  he  had  in  view,  and  he  had  made  the 
motion  to  strike  out  this  appropriation,  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  sense  of  the  House  on  the  subject. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Committee  would 
now  make  the  decision. 

The  Committee  proceeded  to  tke  other  items  of 
appropriation. 

The  itemof  S21,000  for  bounties  and  premiums 
on  enlistments  of  recruits  to  fill  up  the  Army  com- 
ing up— 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  opposed  this 
item,  on  the  ground  that  there  was  no  necessity 
for  increasing  the  number  of  the  Army  beyond 
their  present  actual  amount. 

Mr.  S.MiTH,  of  Maryland,  supported  the  appro- 
priation as  being  almost  a  matter  of  course,  and 
generally  on  the  ground  that  the  Army  ought  not 
to  be  reduced  at  all ;  but,  if  reduced,  that  it  ought 
to  be  by  a  direct  vote. 

Mr.  Trimble  declared  himself  in  favor  of  a 
reduction  of  the  Army,  but  in  a  practicable  way  ; 
and  he  thought  that  to  attempt  it  in  this  way  would 
but  serve  to  weaken  the  efforts  which  should  here- 
after be  made  directly  to  effect  the  same  object. 
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Mr.  &LOCCMB  was  opposed  to  this  appropriation ; 
and,  by  way  of  showing  how  cautious  the  House 
ought  to  be  in  making  its  appropriations,  said,  that 
it  appeared,  from  documents  laid  before  the  House, 
that  powder  and  lead  belonging  to  the  Govern- 
ment had  been  loaned  to  bankrupts  to  the  amount 
of  $240,000 ;  the  repayment  of  which  the  House 
is  coolly  informed,  by  the  officer  having  charge  of 
that  branch  of  the  service,  was  precarious ;  and, 
in  order  to  mend  the  matter,  that  $10,000  more 
had  been  advanced  in  money  to  the  same  persons. 

Mr.  Cobb  made  a  few  remarks  against  the  ap- 
propriation. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  delivered  his  sentiments  in  favor 
of  a  reduction  of  the  Army.  But,  he  said,  though 
many  were  in  favor  of  that  reduction,  there  were 
also  many  who  were  opposed  to  it ;  and  the  only 
way  in  which  the  former  could  secure  their  object, 
was  to  reduce  the  appropriation.  If  the  appropri- 
ations were  made,  the  ground  was  given  up.  He 
was  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  the  friends  of  the 
reduction  should  make  use  of  the  weapons  which 
lay  in  their  way.  He  thought  the  Army  too  large, 
and  uselessly  employed.  It  would  take  longer  to 
collect  this  army,  which  was  scattered  about  lite  the 
sheep  of  the  shepherd  among  many  hills — to  bring 
them  from  the  Yellow  Stone,  and  the  remote  cor- 
ners of  the  earth — than  to  raise  up  a  new  army. 
He  also  complained  of  the  magnitude  of  the  Staff 
of  the  Army,  as  being  disproportionate  to  its 
numbers. 

Mr.  Balowin  made  some  remarks  explanatory 
of  the  occasion  for  this  appropriation. 

Mr.  Foot,  with  a  view  to  present  directly  to  the 
House  the  question  of  authorizing  the  enlistment 
of  men  to  supply  vacancies  occurring  in  the  ranks, 
moved  to  strike  out  from  the  bill  all  that  relates  to 
appropriations  for  recruiting  expenses.  His  object 
was  not  to  defeat  that  appropriation,  but  to  post- 
pone it  until  the  proposition  for  the  reduction  of  the 
Army  should  be  decided  in  one  way  or  other,  that 
the  main  debate  might  not  incidentally  arise  on 
this  proposition. 

Mr.  SiMKiNs  said,  that,  although  the  bill  relat- 
ing to  the  Military  Establishment  had  been  post- 
poned, at  the  instance  of  the  Speaker,  to  await  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  on 
our  Spanish  affairs,  that  the  proposition  for  the 
reduction  of  the  army  might  come  up  and  be  met 
in  a  distinct  shape,  yet  we  find  that  the  question 
of  reducing  the  army  is  discussed  in  almost  every 
clause  of  this  bill,  indeed,  on  the  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  navy,  the  army  was  still  the 
theme,  however  out  of  order  such  a  discussion  had 
been.  I  shall  therefore  meet  some  of  the  argu- 
ments urged  by  those  who  appear  to  be  unfriendly 
to  the  army,  and  show  some  reasons  why  it  should 
not  be  reduced. 

It  is  no  new  doctrine,  Mr.  Chairman,  tiiat  econ- 
omy is  laudable  in  any  Government,  and  partic- 
ularly in  a  Republic — that  a  corruption  of  your  of- 
ficers first,  and  finally  a  demoralization  of  the  great 
body  of  the  people,  would  be  the  result  of  an  ex- 
travagant and  wasteful  expenditure  of  the  public 
money.  Hence,  it  is  proper,  on  anv  advance  to- 
wards this  state  of  things,  to  retrench,  curtail,  and 


exact  to  the  last  cent :  guard  your  appropriations, 
and,  when  the  money  is  voted,  impose  the  most 
rigid  responsibility  on  your  officers  for  its  disburse- 
ment. But,  remember,  when  you  do  this,  spare 
the  permanent  land  and  naval  defences  of  the 
country.  Touch  not  these,  which  are  the  surest 
guarantee  for  your  wealth,  peace  and  safety. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  high  tone  for  economy,  and 
the  zealous  spirit  for  retrenchment,  now  pervading 
this  House,  most  forcibly  reminds  me  of  the  weak- 
est point  of  our  Government.  It  is  that  of  disturb- 
ing, weakening,  and  finally  destroying  the  valua- 
ble institutions  of  the  Republic,  under  the  specious, 
and  often  deceptive,  cry  of  econoniy,  on  the  recur- 
rence of  every  exigency  in  your  Treasury,  every 
embarrassment  in  your  fiscal  concerns. 

Hence  it  is,  that  when  you  emerge  from  a  war, 
(as  you  have  done  not  long  since,)  and  are  smart- 
ing under  the  wounds  inflicted  by  a  want  of  due 
preparation  and  provident  defence,  you  vote  an 
increase  of  your  navy,  and  a  due  organization  of, 
and  improvement  in  your  army,  and  the  fortifica- 
tion of  all  our  exposed  points.  This  you  then  in- 
tend as  a  permanent  system,  to  be  increased  and 
perfected  with  your  increasing  numbers,  wealth, 
and  foreign  relations.  The  system  goes  on  well 
enough  whilst  you  have  a  full  Treasury.  Indeed, 
sums  may  then  be  voted  which  are  not  only  sufl&- 
cient  for  your  purposes,  but  which,  all  things  con- 
sidered, may  even  savor  of  extravagance.  But, 
sir,  fluctuations  in  prosperity  and  wealth  are  the 
lot  of  all  nations;  and  now,  when  our  agriculture 
and  commerce  do  not  so  much  prosper,  and  the 
Treasury  is  not  so  full — when  borrowing  or  taxes 
may  be  the  consequences,  we  become  alarmed  ; 
economy  and  retrenchment  take  so  deep  a  hold 
on  our  feelings,  and  the  tide  becomes  so  strong  and 
overwhelming,  that  nothing  can  resist  it.  Your 
navy,  your  army,  your  fortifications,  an.l  other 
means  of  permanent  defence,  are  likely  to  be  swept 
away.  And  I  do  very  much  question.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, whether,  in  five  or  ten  years,  you  will  have 
a  vestige  of  your  army  left,  should  your  Treasury 
present  the  aspect  which  to  many  now  seems  so 
appalling.  This,  I  say,  emphatically,  is  the  weak- 
est point  of  your  Government.  In  proportion  as 
you  are  distant  from  w^ar,  you  gradually  lose  sight 
of  its  terrors  and  desolation  ;  you  slide  into  a  de- 
fenceless state,  preaching  up  the  odium  against 
standing  armies,  against  large  expenditures,  the 
terrors  of  taxing  the  people,  and  all  the  other  fright- 
ful pictures  which  make  us  quake  for  our  pop- 
ularity. 

But  is  this  true  economy  ?  It  is  with  pain  I 
feel  compelled  to  resort  to  scenes  so  recent  as  the 
late  war,  and  which  should  be  strong  in  the  mind 
of  every  member.  I  am  no  adept  at  calculation, 
but  I  do  believe  that  the  interest  of  the  money 
spent,  (to  say  nothing  of  the  lives  sacrificed,)  for 
the  first  two  years  of  our  last  struggle,  by  reason 
of  a  want  of  due  defence  and  preparation,  would 
support  your  army  in  its  present  extent.  Still  the 
doctrine  is,  reduce^  knock  clotcn  the  army,  because  we 
are  too  poor  to  support  it,  and   try  the  experiment 
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possible,  to  lay  taxes  and  prepare  for  war,  when 
you  are  in  a  defenceless  state.  Your  taxes  render 
you  so  unpopular  before  you  declare  war,  that  you 
cannot,  or  dare  not,  do  it.  Is  it  not  then  best 
cheapest,  most  wise,  to  keep  as  well  prepared  for 
such  an  event  as  possible  ?  Is  it  not  wisest  to  ap- 
preciate the  maxim  of  the  Father  of  his  Country, 
that  the  most  certain  and  effectual  way  of  avoid- 
ing war  is  to  prepare  for  it  in  time  of  peace. 

What  is  our  situation  in  regard  to  foreign  Pow- 
ers? Are  your  relations  with  Spain  certain,  set- 
tled, or  pacific  ?  Are  you  sure  of  maintaining  any 
thing  like  a  durable  peace  with  your  great  rival 
in  commerce,  trade,  and  naval  supremacy?  Have 
■  you  not  been  told,  from  the  most  unquestionable 
authority,  that  that  nation  is  building  large  num- 
bers of  new  ships,  on  improved  plans,  for  the  very 
purpose  of  meeting  yours  ?  Do  you  not  know 
that  she  is  increasing  her  munitions  of  war,  and 
improving  her  military  strength?  Can  you  be 
insensible  that  every  movement  of  yours  is  watch- 
ed; that  your  fortifications,  your  whole  coast,  and 
the  state  of  your  army,  are  regularly  made  known  to 
her ;  and,  above  all,  do  you  not  know  that  she  will 
strike  you  when  you  are  weakest,  most  embarrass- 
ed, and  mo>t  ofi"  your  guard?  Can  you  be  insen- 
sible that  the  reduction  of  your  army,  and  other 
means  of  defence,  invites  the  blow  ? 

The  state  of  our  Treasury,  I  well  know,  demands 
econoniy,  andj^^m  ready  as  any  one  to  pursue  it. 
But  is  it  really  so  lamentable,  so  beggarly,  as  to 
lead  us  to  jeopardize  the  valuable  institutions  of 
your  country  ?  Your  Treasurer  reports  a  defici- 
ency of  fire  millions ;  and  is  this  so  alarming  as 
gentlemen  represent  ?  It  is  said  the  Sinking  Fund 
cannot  be  touched.  I  would  not  meddle  with  it 
if  any  breach  of  the  public  faith  is  to  be  the  con- 
sequence. This,  however,  is  not  demonstrated  by 
any  reasoning  which  I  have  heard.  You  cannot, 
previously  to  the  year  1824,  use  it  to  purchase  in 
the  public  debt,  unless  your  stock  is  under  par  ;  an 
event  altogether  improbable,  unless  a  war  inter- 
venes. Will  you  then  let  it  lie  idle  in  your  Treas- 
ury, without  yielding  a  cent  of  interest,  till  it  accu- 
mulates to  S22,000,(K)0  7  I  cannot  see  the  indis- 
pensable policy  of  this  course. 

If,   then,  you  appropriate  the  balance  of  that 
fund  for  this  year— for,  let  it  be  remembered  that 

a  part  of  it  has  already  been  used,  however  sacred 

It  will  amount  to  about    -        -        .    §1,600,000 

Modify  your  pension  law,  which 
will  give  you  at  least        -        -        -        1,500,000 

And  appropriate  the  sum  reported 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  which  makes  a  saving  from 
the  annual  estimate  of  the  War  De- 
partment, of  about  -        -        -        .       2,600,000 


H.  ofR. 


again. 


Mr.  Chairman,  you  know  it  is  hard,  if  not  im- 


And  you  have  -  ...  05  ^qq  qqq 
But,  suppose  this  not  to  be  correct,  and  nothing 
whatever  saved  by  this  means,  will  you  weaken 
and  destroy  the  permanent  defence  of  your  coun- 
try, rather  than  borrow  money  or  lay  taxes  ?  Sir 
I  am  not  so  alarmed  at  the  responsibility  of  taxa- 
tion as  some  gentlemen  from  almost  all  sides  of 
the  House.     I  would  lay  taxes  rather  than  encoun- 


ter a  greater  evil.  Neither  do  I  believe  the  state 
of  the  country  so  distressing  and  impoverished  as 
gentlemen  have  represented.  We  have,  to  be  sure, 
with  all  other  nations,  our  fluctuations  from  a 
greater  to  a  less  degree  of  prosperity.  But  who 
I  can  with  truth  say,  that  this  nation  is  poor?  It 
IS  admitted  that  in  many  parts  of  the  country  the 
times  are  a  little  hard ;  the  pressure  greater  than 
usual ;  but  is  this  a  reason  for  abolishing  the  great 
national  system  of  defence  settled  four  or  five  years 
ago,  after  the  most  mature  deliberation,  upon  the 
most  perfect  information  and  estimates,  and  guided 
by  the  wisest  counsels— the  counsels  of  age  and 
dear-bought  experience  ? 

But,  gentlemen  say,  standing  armies  are  dan- 
gerous ;  rely  on  the  militia.  Can  a  single  gentle- 
man in  this  House  believe  that  ten  millions  of  en- 
lightened freemen  are  endangered  bv  an  army  of 
ten  thousand  men,  divided  at  eighty-ti ve  posts,  and 
spread  over  a  space  of  several  thousand  miles?  I 
will  not  discuss  the  proposition. 

And  can  gentlemen  be  more  correct  when  they 
speak  of  relying  on  the  militia,  in  the  first  onset 
of  a  war,  and  before  they  have  had  time  for  dis- 
cipline or  camp  duty?  Every  body  must  know 
the  disorganized,  unregulated  state  of  the  great 
body  of  the  militia  in  the  Middle  and  Southern 
States.  Congress  is  charged  by  the  Constitution 
with  the  defence  and  protection  of  the  country. 
They  have  utterly  failed  to  establish  any  uniform 
system,  so  as  to  render  the  militia  really  efl&cient ; 
so  as  to  do  away  the  necessity  of  regular  troqpB  • 
and  yet  they  are  for  reducing  and  destroying  the 
Army. 

We  are,  however,  told,  that  it  is  not  intended  to 
destroy  the  Army,  only  to  reduce  it.  Sir,  by  re- 
ducing it,  you  will  destroy  it.  You  destroy  its 
permanency  and  respectability,  by  making  it  un- 
certain how  long  you  will  keep  it  up ;  by  discuss- 
ing the  propriety  of  its  existence  every  session  of 
this  bodv  ;  by  rendering  the  tenure  by  which  offi- 
cers hold  their  offices,  utterly  uncertain.  Who 
will  spend  a  laborious  life  in  gaining  military 
knowledge  ?  Who  will  give  up  domestic  ease  and 
happiness  ?  Who  will  forsake  lucrative  employ- 
ments^ to  drill,  discipline,  and  perfect  your  army, 
for  oflSces,  the  very  existence  ot  which  is  jeopard- 
ized every  year  ? 

It  has  been  intimated,  that  your  soldiers  have 
nothing  to  do  but  sit  in  garrisons  and  rub  bright 
their  muskets.  Sir,  this  is  not  the  fact.  The  camp  of 
your  army  will  not  be  a  seat  of  idleness  and  cor- 
ruption, if  it  is  properly  organized  and  judiciously 
attended  to ;  and  is  it  not  true,  that  your  soldiers 
are  already  employed  in  constructing  valuable 
roads ;  in  raising  provisions  for  their  support,  by 
which  they  are  not  only  preserved  from  idleness 
and  dissipation,  but  their  own  pecuniary  emolu- 
ment advanced  ?  Has  not  an  entirely  new  and 
valuable  system  been  introduced,  and  in  a  most 
gratifying  progress  of  execution? 

Sir,  your  Army  in  1817,  cost  -  5,133,994 
In  1818  ....  3,613,803 
In  1819         .        -        -        -        3,344,616 

And  in  1820,  if  the  appropriations  reported  by 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  are  voted,  its 
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cost  will  be  reduced  several  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

From  the  most  accurate  estimate  which  can 
now  be  made,  the  expenses  for  1821  and  1822  will 
still  be  diminished.  Will  you  then  destroy  your 
army  rather  than  touch  five  millions  of  your  sink- 
ing fund,  which  will  probably  lie  idle  ? 

Will  you  hazard  its  existence  rather  than  modify 
your  enormous  pension  list,  by  which  the  reward 
given  to  your  really  meritorious  Revolutionary 
soldiers  will  still  not  be  taken  away  ;  and  many 
abuses  corrected  ? 

Rather  than  even  borrow  money  or  lay  taxes — 
events  not  conceived  to  be  necessary — 

Will  you  impair  its  natural  energy  because  it 
costs  you  less  and  less  every  year  1     .    .       '    . 

Because  your  soldiers  are  employed  in  improving 
your  military  frontier,  advancing  their  own  pecu- 
niary interest,  and  saving  themselves  from  idleness 
and  ruin  ? 

Because  your  numbers,  wealth,  extent  of  coun- 
try, and  number  of  posts  rendered  necessary  for 
protection,  are  continually  increasing  ? 

Because  the  state  «f  your  militia  is  so  eflScient 
and  flattering  ? 

Because  there  already  exists  too  much  military 
skill  and  science  ?  And,  above  all,  will  you  reduce 
and  weaken  your  army  because  you  have  no  for- 
eign enemies,  no  political  and  commercial  rivals, 
wno  are  watching  your  military  movements,  and 
who  will  strike  you  at  your  weakest  and  most  un- 
wary moment  ? 

Sir,  I  see  a  strong  disposition  to  reduce,  and  to 
gauge  your  national  defence,  by  the  supposed 
strength  of  your  Treasury.  1  have  raised  my  voice 
against  such  a  course  oi  policy,  not  only  as  most 
extravagant  in  the  end,  but  as  ruinous  and  de- 
structive of  the  best  interest  of  the  country  ;  be  the 
result  what  it  may,  I  shall  be  consoled  by  having 
done  my  duty. 

Mr.  Rhea  said  a  few  words  in  defence  of  the 
militia,  as  compared  with  the  regular  force. 

Mr.  SiMKiNS  disclaimed  any  intention  to  depre- 
ciate the  militia. 

Mr.  Clay  said  a  few  words  expressive  of  his  hope 
that  this  bill  would  be  permitted  to  take  its  course. 
These  broken  efforts,  he  said,  of  the  friends  of  a 
reduction  of  the  Array,  would  have  the  effect  to 
weaken  their  strength.  For  himself,  he  could  not 
vote  to  reduce  a  man  of  the  Army  in  the  present 
posture  of  our  affairs.  Even  if  the  Army  were  to 
be  reduced,  he  did  not  know  that  he  should  vote 
against  this  item  of  appropriation,  as  it  might  yet 
be  necessary  to  have  such  an  appropriation,  let  the 
force  of  the  Army  be  greater  or  less.  In  relation 
to  all  expenditures  already  authorized  by  law,  he 
thought  the  House  should  go  on  and  make  the  ap- 
propriations. In  relation  to  the  items  of  appro- 
priation not  previously  authorized  by  law,  such  as 
that  for  fortifications,  &c.,  the  House  was  at  full 
liberty  to  use  a  discretion. 

Mr.  Cannon  said  he  could  not  yield  to  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  honorable  Speaker,  (Mr.  Clay,) 
who  seemed  to  think  he  was  not  pursuing  the  best 
course  to  effect  his  object ;  but  who,  he  said,  he 
was  glad  to  find,  was  also  in  favor  of  retrenching 


the  expenditures  of  the  Government ;  for,  he  said, 
he  had  no  fears  of  "  wasting  our  strength."  He 
said  he  knew  that  some  objections  would  be  found 
by  some  of  the  advocates  of  retrenchment  to  any 
course  that  would  probably  be  proposed ;  but,  for 
his  own  part,  he  thought  the  course  he  was  pur- 
suing was  such  as  the  situation  of  the  country  re- 
quired, and  was,  indeed,  the  only  one  that  could 
effect  the  object  that  they  had  in  view.  He  said  he 
had  listened  with  some  degree  of  attention  to  the 
arguments  of  several  gentlemen  who  had  spoken 
in  favor  of  this  appropriation  for  the  recruiting 
service  the  present  year,  but,  he  said  they  had  all 
fallen  very  tar  short  of  convincing  him  that  it  was 
really  necessary,  in  these  times  of  profound  peace 
and  tranquillity,  to  appropriate  this  large  sum  of 
$21,000  for  the  recruiting  service  the  present  year. 
Sir,  said  he,  the  gentlemen  must  first  show  that 
these  recruits  are  necessary  for  the  good  and  safety 
of  the  country  before  I  can  yield  ray  assent  to  the 
measure.  This,  he  said,  they  had  not  undertaken 
to  show,  nor  did  he  believe  it  possible  for  the  ad- 
vocates of  a  standing  army  to  do  so,  notwithstand- 
ing the  ingenuity  they  possessed  and  had  shown 
in  this  debate.  He  said  they  had  not  shown  that 
the  present  number  in  the  Army  was  necessary  in 
time  of  peace ;  and  he  thought  it  would  puzzle 
them  a  good  deal  to  show  that  a  Military  Estab- 
lishment, to  the  amount  he  had  proposed  to  reduce 
it  to,  ffive  thousand,)  was  indispensably  necessa- 
ry to  this  Government  in  time  of  peace ;  and  he 
thought,  on  the  subject  of  a  standing  army,  no 
more  should  ever  be  kept  up,  in  time  of  peace,  than 
was  indispensable  to  the  security  of  the  public  arras 
and  munitions  of  war,  or  to  take  care  of  the  pub- 
lic property  of  this  kind.  Sir,  said  he,  the  honor- 
able gentleman  who  is  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  (Mr.  S.mith,  of  Maryland,) 
had  contended  that  this  appropriation  was  neces- 
sary to  keep  the  Army  full,  in  order  to  supply  all 
the  forts  and  garrisons  in  the  United  States  with 
men.  He  said  he  knew  that  we  had  a  great  many 
forts  and  garrisons,  and  he  knew,  also,  that  it  woidd 
not  be  difficult  for  the  President  and  Secretary  of 
War  to  increase  them  to  double  the  number  we 
now  have,  and  to  continue  increasing  them,  until 
a  regular  standing  army  of  twenty  thousand  would 
be  necessary  to  supply  these  forts  and  garrisons 
with  men ;  and  it  would  then  be  contended  that 
all  this  was  necessary  for  the  good  and  safety  of 
the  country.  But,  sir,  said  he,  1  do  not  believe  that 
it  is  necessary,  in  time  of  profound  peace,  to  keep 
up  more  than  one-half  of  the  forts  and  garrisons 
we  now  have.  They  had  been  necessary,  he  had 
no  doubt,  in  time  of  war,  but  thought  it  could  not 
be  shewn  that  they  were  all  necessary  now  ;  al- 
though he  was  willing  to  admit  that  we  ought  to 
keep  up  some  of  them,  where  it  would  be  conve- 
nient and  proper  to  keep  our  arms  and  other  muni- 
tions of  war,  with  a  sufficient  number  of  men  in 
each  to  take  good  care  of  those  arras  and  other 
public  property.  This,  he  thought,  was  all  that 
could  be  said  to  be  really  indispensably  necessary 
to  be  kept  up  and  retained  in  service  during  a  state 
of  peace  ;  and,  said  he,  we  raust  suppose  that  we 
are  in  no  iraraediate  danger  of  being  involved  in 
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war  with  any  nation  on  earth,  when  we  look  at  the 
documents  which  have  been  drawn  from  the  War 
Department  on  the  subject  of  the  vast  loans  of 
araraunition  that  have  been  made,  (whether  by 
authority,  or  not,  he  did  not  know.)  But  we  are 
told  that  the  oflBcers  of  our  Government,  the  agents 
of  the  War  Department,  have  loaned  an  enormous 
amount  of  our  powder  and  lead,  and,  also,  that  the 
Government  will  lose  many  thousands  of  dollars 
by  this  novel  transaction  ;  that  such  has  been  the 
anxiety  of  our  oflScers  of  Grovernraent  to  get  rid 
of  this  part  of  our  munitions  of  war,  that  they 
have  loaned  to  persons  (to  speculate  on)  that  are 
unable  to  pay  it  again,  and  probably  never  will  be 
able.  This  conduct,  he  said,  did  not  warn  us  that 
we  were  about  to  be  involved  in  war,  nor  that 
there  was  the  least  probability  of  such  a  state  of 
things  taking  place. 

But,  sir,  said  he,  I  have  risen,  in  part,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  noticing  some  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Slmkins.)    That 
gentleman  seems  to  entertain  great  fears  that  the 
spirit  for  economy  and  retrenchment  will  destroy 
the  "  valuable  institutions  of  our  Republic."    Sir, 
said  Mr.  C,  my  fears  are  of  a  diflerent  kind  to 
those  which  have  been  expressed  by  that  gentle- 
man.    I  fear  the  destruction  of  the  principles  of 
our  Grovernraent  by  its  course  of  extravagance  and 
folly.     He  is  alarmed  with  fears  of  the  destruction 
of  the  Army  ;  I  am  alarmed  to  see  its  nourishment  | 
and  growth.     But,  sir,  could  I  believe  that  the 
safety  of  our  countrv  depended  on  this  regular 
array,  or  that  it  really  was  what  the  gentleman  I 
seems  to  believe  it  to  be,  the  "permanent  defence"  i 
of  our  country,  I  might,  indeed,  be  also  in  favor 
of  retaining  and  increasing  it.    But,  sir,  I  have 
been  taught  to  believe  differently ;  my  political  '. 
opinions  have  been  drawn  from  entirely  a  differ-  ; 
ent  source  from  that  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  i 
Indeed,  he  said,  he  felt  astonished  to  hear  such  i 
doctrines  advanced  by  that  gentleman — the  doc- 
trine of  large  standing  armies  in  time  of  peace 
was  abhorrent  to  his  most  deliberate  judgment,  \ 
and  it  was  the  first  time  he  had  heard  such  opin- 
ions  advanced  on  that  floor,  and  he  hoped  such  ' 
opinions  never  would  be  entertained  by  a  majority  ' 
of  the  House.     Sir,  said  he,  I  had  always  thought  \ 
that  the  people  of  this  country,  the  militia,  was  the  ; 
most  safe  and  permanent  defence.     I  always  un-  I 
derstood  this  to  be  the  doctrine  of  him  who  has 
been  called  the  Father  of  his  Country.     It  is  the  \ 
doctrine  of  the  Constitution,  and,  therefore,  is  my  ' 
doctrine. 

Sir,  I  should  entertain  no  such  fears  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  does,  even  should  no 
vestige  of  a  standing  army  be  left.     I  know,  sir, 
that  the  people,  the  citizens  of  our  Government,  '■ 
will  defend  it,  will  preserve  it,  as  long  as  we  pre- 
serve them  from  the  pressure  of  unnecessary  taxes 
and  burdens.    But,  to  support  and  maintain  large  \ 
standing  arraies  in  time  of  peace,  is  not  ray  way  i 
to  prepare  for  war.     I  would  take  a  more  safe 
course,  and  one  raore  congenial  to  the  principles 
of  our  Governraent;  to  arm  and  discipline  our! 
citizens,  for  I  am  unwilling  to  trust  the  safety  and 
preservation  of  my  Government  with  any  regular  I 


army  that  can  be  supported ;  but  he  said  he  would 
I  not  repeat  more  of  the  opinions  and  doctrines  he 
I  had  before  advanced  on  this  subject:  the  increase 
I  of  the  regular  array  in  time  of  peace  is  diminish- 
ing  the  strength  of  the  nation,  instead  of  adding 
to  Its  safety.    But,  said  he,  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Simkins)  has  spoken  of  the 
,  inefficiency  of  the  railitia  in   the  Middle  and 
I  Southern,  or  Western  States.     Sir,  said  he,  while 
I  admit  that  Congress  has  heretofore,  in  my  opin- 
ion, failed  or  neglected  to  do  its  duty  towards  the 
inilitia,  I  raust  say  that  I  believe  this  will  con- 
tinue to  be  the  case  as  long  as  we  keep  up  and 
rely  on  a  standing  array.     It  has  been  made  the 
favorite,  while  the  other  species  of  force  has  been 
and  no  doubt  will  continue  to  be,  neglected.     I  at 
!  the  same  time  most  decidedly  differ  with  the  gen- 
tleman in  the  opinion  he  entertains  of  the  ineffi- 
ciency of  the  militia  of  the  Southern  and  Western 
,  States.     In  cases  of  sudden  emergency,  or  any 
other  cases  where  they  have  been  required  to  act 
during  the  late  war,  sir,  said  he,  the  reverse  is 
found  to  be  the  fact.     It  has  proved  to  be  the  most 
prompt  and   efficient  force  in  many  instances. 
Look,  said  he,  for  a  moment  at  what  took  place 
in  the  State  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent. 
On  the  news  of  the  massacre  at  Fort  Miras,  during 
the  late  war,  being  received  and  made  known 
through  the  mediura  of  the  newspapers,  to  the 
people,  the  citizens  equipped  and  furnished  them- 
selves, formed  and  organized  themselves  into  vol- 
unteer companies  of  mounted  riflemen  throughout 
the  various  sections  of  the  State,  without  any 
orders  or  request  from  the  Governor  or  the  com- 
manding General.     Fourteen  companies  volunta- 
rily precipitated  themselves  into  the  enemy's  coun- 
try, with  a  determination  to  inflict  chastisement 
on  these  savages  for  their  horrid  deeds;  they  were 
followed  by  the  commanding  General,  with  other 
volunteer  and  militia  forces,  called  out,  with  whom 
they  co-operated,  and,  notwithstanding  the  regular 
troops  that  were  stationed  in  the  same  country 
where  these  troops  went  from,  many  battles  were 
fought  and  complete  victory  obtained,  before  the 
regular  forces  of  the  United  States  could  reach  the 
field  of  action. 

Sir,  said  he,  there  are  many  other  instances 
where  their  superiority  has  been  shown.  New 
Orleans  could  bear  testiraony  of  another,  sufl&cient 
to  show  the  correctness  of  my  opinions.  It  is  the 
feelings  of  men  or  armies  that  makes  them  en- 
counter difficulties  and  dangers,  and  it  is  the 
attachment  of  the  people  to  the  Government,  will 
make  them  always  defend  it.  Sir,  said  he,  I  will 
not  adopt  the  doctrine  that  you  raust  retain  these 
officers  of  the  regular  array  in  service  in  time  of 
peace,  because  you  may  want  them  in  time  of 
war.  In  time  of  war,  all  are  subject  to  be  called 
to  the  defence  of  the  country;  every  citizen  has 
to  leave  his  home  and  every  thing  near  and  dear 
to  him;  he  has  the  greatest  sacrifice  to  make,  and 
I  cannot  presume  that  these  officers  possess  so 
much  less  patriotism,  as  to  suppose  they  would 
refuse  again  to  enter  your  service,  whenever  the 
situation  of  the  country  required  it. 

Sir,  said  he,  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
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lina  has  made  an  allusion  to  the  dread  of  laying 
taxes,  which  he  supposes  to  be  felt  by  (he  advo- 
cates of  retrenchment.  This  he  thought  scarcely 
worthy  of  a  reply ;  for  his  own  part,  he  did  not 
feel  it  to  be  necessary,  as  tke  course  he  had  pur- 
sued while  a  member  of  the  House  during  the  late 
war,  would  show  that  he  did  not  fear  to  encounter 
that  responsibility,  whenever  the  situation  of  our 
country  might  require  it.  He  said  he  did  not  be- 
liere  t^e  situation  of  our  country  at  this  time  to 
be  such  as  to  require  laying  taxes,  but  he  thought 
it  did  require  retrenchment,  so  as  to  reduce  our 
expenditures  to  the  amount  of  our  revenue  at 
least,  and  he  woold  prefer  being  a  little  under  that 
amount,  than  to  permit  them  to  remain  so  far  be- 
yond the  extent  of  our  present  resources  as  they 
were.  This,  he  said,  was  the  course  he  had  de- 
termined to  pursue,  and  he  should  persist  in  it 
until  he  could  be  convinced  of  his  error ;  he  would 
oppose  every  appropriation  which  he  believed  to 
be  unnecessary,  or  subversive  of  the  true  interest 
and  prosperity  of  his  country. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  also  again 
spoke  to  the  same  effect  as  Mr.  C.  at  some  length, 
and  concluded  by  a  motion  that  the  Committee 
rise,  with  the  express  view  of  laying  this  bill  on 
the  table,  in  order  to  take  up  the  proposition  to 
reduce  the  Army. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  decided  in  the 
ncCTtive,  by  no  large  majority. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Foot's  motion  was  then 
decided  in  the  negative  by  a  decided  majority; 
and  the  item  of  appropriation  for  bounties,  &c., 
for  the  recruiting  service,  was  agreed  to. 

The  other  appropriations  in  the  bill  were  then 
jigreed  to,  until  the  House  came  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  fortifications  ;  for  which  object  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Mesms  propose  the  sum  of 
eieht  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Smpth,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  fill  the 
blank  with  the  sum  oi  eight  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  being  the  sum  which  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  thought  it  proper  to  recom- 
mend. A  larger  sum  had  been  estimated  to  be 
necessary  by  the  War  Department,  but  the  Com- 
mittee had  thought  this  would  be  sufficient,  par- 
ticularly after  deducting  the  sum  estimated  for 
the  fortification  at  Dauphin  Island,  the  prosecu- 
tion of  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  was  not  important.  Mr.  S. 
entered  into  a  variety  of  statementi  #f  ttle  esti- 
mated cost  of  the  various  fortifications  now  erect- 
ing, and  of  the  contracts  already  made,  to  show 
that  this  sum  was  necessary,  and  would  be  suffi- 
cient. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  desirous  of  knowing,  if  the 
appropriation  was  limited  to  the  sum  of  eight 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  what  was  to  be  done 
with  the  contracts  which  had  been  made,  and 
tinder  which  a  larger  sum  would  be  necessary. 
Unless  it  could  be  shown,  that  contracts  made  by 
the  Executive  are  not  binding  on  the  Govern- 
ment, he  should  be  in  favor  of  filling  the  blank 
with  the  sum  estimated  bv  the  proper  authority  to 
be  necessary.  To  bring  this  question  fairly  before 
'the  House,  he  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  that 


sum,  viz.:  one  million  five  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Clay  did  not  concur,  he  said,  in  the  idea 
that  any  contract  made  by  an  officer  of  the  Gov- 
ernment was  binding  on  Congress.  If  contracts 
were  made,  for  example,  for  the  erection  of  forti- 
fications where  they  were  not  wanted,  was  the 
Government  bound  to  execute  the  work?  Cer- 
tainly not.  They  might  take  back  the  contract, 
paying  the  other  party  all  damages  and  cost  he 
may  have  sustained  by  the  annulment  of  the  con- 
tract. So  far  from  enlarging  the  appropriation, 
he  would  rather  diminish  it.  The  better  way,  he 
thought,  would  be  to  fill  up  the  blank  with  four  or 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars;  if,  in  the  course  of 
the  session,  the  state  of  the  Treasury,  or  the  as- 
pect of  the  times,  should  justify  the  appropriation 
of  a  larger  sum,  a  supplemental  appropriation 
might  be  made.  The  contractors,  he  said,  gen- 
tlemen mi^ht  rely  on  it,  would  not  throw  up  their 
contracts  because  a  less  amount  was  allowed  to 
be  expended  within  a  given  period.  They  would 
be  content  with  half  a  milliBB  of  dollars.  Let  us, 
said  Mr.  C,  hold  on  to  the  purse-strings  until  we 
get  further  into  the  session,  and  see  what  is  to  be 
done  in  respect  to  the  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  said  that  he, 
for  one,  did  not  acknowledge  the  rignt  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive officers  to  make  contracts  which  would 
anticipate  the  revenue,  and  paralyze  the  operations 
of  the  Government.  They  had  a  right,  he  ad- 
mitted, to  make  contracts  under  appropriations 
actually  made  by  Congress,  but  to  no  greater 
amount. 

A  motion  was  made  for  the  Committee  to  rise, 
(about  four  o'clock,)  and  agreed  to. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  : 
I  traneniit  to  CongrcH  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  which,  with  accompanying  docu- 
ments, will  show  that  the  act  of  the  20th  of  May, 
1812,  respecting  the  northern  and  wettern  boundaries 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  has  been  executed. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Washiwotow,  March  8,  J 820. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents  were 
laid  on  the  table. 


Thdrsday,  March  9. 

The  Speaker  communicated  to  the  House  a 
letter  from  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
enclosing  an  act  passed  by  the  General  Assembly 
of  that  State,  entitled  "An  act  respecting  a  navi- 
gable communication  between  Lake  Erie  and  the 
Ohio ;"  and  a  resolution  passed  by  the  said  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  asking  a  donation  of,  grant,  or  right 
of  pre-emption  in  the  purchase  of,  certain  lands, 
agreeably  to  the  provision  of  the  said  act ;  as,  also, 
for  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  purchase  twelve 
sections  of  land,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
seats  of  justice  thereon  for  new  counties  which 
have  been  formed  ;  which  lettCT,  with  the  said  act 
and  resolution,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals. 
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Mr.  Silsbeb,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  18th  ultimo, 
the  petition  of  sundry  fishermen  of  Gloucester,  in 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  reported  a  bill  to 
amend  the  second  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the^ational 
defence,  by  establishingan  uniform  militia  through- 
out the  United  States;"  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  James  Wilkinson,  made  a 
report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  General  James  Wilkinson ;  which  bill  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  were  instructed  to  examine  and  report 
to  this  House,  whether,  in  their  opinion,  cents,  or 
copper  coins,  are  by  law  made  a  tender,  and  whe- 
ther the  existing  laws  regulating  the  coins  of  the 
United  States  require  amendments. 

Mr.  Strong,  of  Vermont,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to   lay  before  this  House  such  informa- 
tion as  he  may  think   proper  relating  to  the  progress, 
proceedings,   and   final   accomplishment,  of  the  Com- 
missioners appointed  agreeably  to   the  ith,  5lh,  6th, 
7th,  and  8th  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  in  as- 
crortaining  and  settling  the  Iwundary  line  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Briuin,  in  conformity  to  the 
second  article  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  whether  it  is 
ascertained  that  the  fortification  at  Rouse's  Point,  (so  j 
called,)  on  Lake  Champlain,  near  the  45th  degree  of  j 
north  latitude,  is   within  the   boundary  limiU  of  the  1 
Government  of  Great  Britain,  and  what  has  been  the  : 
amount  of  the  expenditure  in  erecting  said  fortifica- 
tion ;  and,  also,  to  give  such  further  information  as  he 
may  think  proper  as  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  ex- 
penditure already  accrued   to  the  United  States,  in 
carrying   into   effect  said  treaties,  subsequent  to  the 
appointment  of  said   commissioners,  including    their 
annual  salaries  or  perquisites. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Hepresentativea,  in  pur- 
suance of  their  resolution  of  the  22d  of  last  month,  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  Sute,  with  the  papers 
containing  the  information  requested  by  that  resolu- 
tion. JAMES  MONROE. 

Washihotox,  March  8,  1820. 
To  the  President  of  the  United  States  . 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  referred 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
22d  ultimo,  requesting  the  President  to  impart  to  that 
House  any  communications  touching  the  Florida 
Treaty,  which  have  not  heretofore  been  communicated, 
and  the  communication  of  which,  in  his  opinion,  may 
not  be  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States 
has  the  honor  of  submitting  to  the  President  the 
papers  containing  the  information  in  possession  of 
this  Department  requested  by  the  resolution. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

DiPABTXKiTT  or  Stati,  MoTch  7,  1820. 


The  documents  accompanying  this  report  were 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Pindall  moved  again,  (having  on  several 
previous  days  made  the  same  motion  unsuccess- 
fully) that  the  House  do  now  proceed  to  consider 
the  resolution  submitted  by  him  on  the  18ih  ulti- 
mo, proposing  an  amendment  to  the  rules  of  the 
House  in  relation  to  the  duties  of  stenographers, 
admitted  within  the  House ;  and  the  motion  wa.s 
negatived. 

The  resolution  lying  on  the  table  to  authorize 
the  publication  of  part  of  the  Secret  Journal  of 
Congress,  under  the  Articles  of  Confederation, 
and  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee,  being  read,  were  concurred  in  by  the 
House,  and  the  resolution,  as  amended,  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

RELATIONS  WITH  SPAIN. 
Mr.  Lowndep,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  made  a  report  upon  the  state  of  the  rela- 
tions between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  take  possession  of  East  and 
West  Florida,  and  establish  a  temporary  govern- 
ment therein ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.     The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  to  whom  has  been  referred  so  much 
of  the  President's  Message,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  as  relates  to  foreign  affairs,  retpectfuUy 
report — 

That  their  attention  was  directed,  immediately  upon 
their  appointment,  to  the  steteof  the  relations  of  the 
United  States  with  Spain,  and  that  their  delay  in 
making  a  report  upon  them  must  be  attributed  to  their 
wish  "to  afford  an  opportunity  for  Mich  friendly  com- 
munications, during  the  present  session  of  Congress," 
as  the  Government  of  Spain  had  authorized  u«  to  ex- 
pect. They  thought  it  better  that  Congress  shoald 
postpone  its  determination  until  events  might  enable 
it  to  make  that  determination  definitive,  than  that  it 
should  pass  a  contingent  act  for  authorizing  measures 
which  it  was  not  proposed  immediately  to  execute; 
that  it  should  found  its  determination  upon  relations 
ascertained  to  exist,  than  upon  a  calculation  of  events 
which  might  be  expected  to  occur  during  its  sitting. 

Bat  more  than  a  year  has  passed  since  the  signa- 
ture of  the  treaty  by  which  it  was  proposed  to  term!* 
nate  the  long  differences  between  the  United  States 
and  Spain.  More  than  six  months  since,  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  new  Minister  from  Spain,  who  was 
'•  forthwith"  to  make  known  to  the  United  States  the 
intentions  of  his  Government,  and  we  have  advanced 
BO  far  in  the  session  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  pro* 
pose,  without  further  delay,  any  measure  on  which  it 
is  expected  that  Congress  shall  act  before  its  adjourn- 
ment. 

The  committee  will  not  attempt  to  add  any  thing  to 
the  exposition  of  the  rights  of  the  United  States  and 
the  otdigations  of  Spain,  which  is  contained  in  the 
correspondence  between  the  two  Governments.  We 
can  hardly  expect,  from  continued  negotiation,  the 
redress  which  has  been  claimed  for  twenty  years,  and 
promised  for  eighteen — which  has  been  a  second  time 
promised,  and  a  second  time  withheld.  In  such  a 
negotiation,  the  signature  of  a  treaty  seems  to  be  a 
mere  incident,  and  not  its  term. 
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For  the  cpoiiktions  which  have  been  committed  j 
upon  the  property  of  our  citizens,  for  the  invasion  of 
our  soil,  for  the  weakness  or  partiality  which  has 
made  a  Spanish  territory  the  place  of  rendezvous  and 
encampment  of  an  enemy,  and  which  has  still  more 
lately  permitted  the  Indian  inhabitants  of  that  terri- 
tory, (whom  Spain  was  bound  hy  treaty  to  restrain,) 
to  engage  in  savage  hostilities  against  us  ;  for  all  these 
acts  of  war,  a  people  less  attached  to  peace,  would 
seek  redress  only  by  war.  To  capture  and  confiscate 
the  ships  and  property  of  the  wrongdoer,  would  be 
•dmittet]  to  be  a  policy  of  mildness  and  forbearance. 
But,  by  such  reprisals,  the  Government  that  does  the 
wrong  suffers  less  than  the  unoffending  subject.  It 
•eems  a  more  just  reprisal  to  occupy  the  province 
which  has  been  made  an  instrument  of  injury,  which 
has  been  designated  by  Spain  herself  as  the  fund  for 
our  indemnity,  and  whose  occupation  by  the  United 
States  will  stop  th«  accumulation  of  those  claims  for 
compensation  and  redress,  which  the  misgovernment 
•f  that  neglected  colony  continually  produces.  The 
committee  Fubmit  to  the  House  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  take  possession  of 
East  and  West  Florida,  and  establish  a  temporary 
government  therein. 

There  appears  too  much  reason  to  believe,  from  the 
mistake  of  the  Spanish  negotiator,  as  to  the  dates  of 
the  Spanish  grants,  which  it  was  intended  to  annul, 
if  the  projected  treaty  bad  been  ratified,  that  the 
Crown  lands  in  Florida  may  be  insufficient  to  provide 
the  expected  indemnity  for  our  losses.  But  these 
may  be  applied,  as  far  as  they  will  go,  to  the  com- 
pensation of  our  citizens,  and  for  the  excess  of  our 
claim,  Spain,  by  whose  act  the  domain  of  Florida  has 
been  rendered  inadequate,  must  expect  us  to  look 
westward.  Perhaps,  when  our  attention  is  tluis 
forced  to  a  direction  more  interesting  to  Spain,  h^ r 
Government  may  at  last  admit  that  it  is  as  much  her 
interest  as  ours,  that  the  just  claims  of  the  United 
States  should  be  provided  lor  by  friendly  convention,  j 
and  we  may  hope  that  the  next  treaty  between  the 
two  nations  may  be  executed  as  well  as  signed. 

The  following  is  the  bill  accompanying  the 
report : 

Bt  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  take  possession  of,  and  occupy,  the  territo- 
ries of  East  and  West  Florida,  and  the  appendages 
and  appurtenances  thereof;  and  he  is  hereby  author- 
ized, for  that  purpose,  to  employ  any  part  of  the  Army 
and  Navy  of  the  United  States,  and  the  militia  of 
any  State,  which  he  may  deem  necessary. 

Sic.  2.  And  be  it  enacted.  That,  until  the  end  of 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  unless  provision  for  the 
temporary  government  of  the  said  territories  be  soon- 
er made  by  Congress,  all  the  military,  civil,  and  judi- 
cial powers  exercised  by  the  officers  of  the  existing 
government  of  the  same  territories,  shall  be  vested 
in  such  person  and  persons,  and  shall  be  exercised  in 
such  manner,  as  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  direct,  for  maintaining  the  inhabitants  of  said 
territories  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  prop- 
erty, and  religion  ;  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
relative  to  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  and  the  im- 
portation of  persons  of  color,  shall  be  extended  to  the 
•aid  territories;  and  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  cuthorized,  within 
the  term  aforesaid,  to  establish  such  districts  for  the 
collectioa  of  the  revenue,  and   during  the  recess  of 


Congress  to  appoint  tmek  •fficera,  whoac  oommiamon 
shall  expire  at  the  end  of  the  next  seMion  of  Con- 
gress, to  enforce  the  said  laws,  as  to  him  shall  seem 
expedient 

Skc.  3.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  sum  of 

dollars  is  hereby  appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of  car- 
rying this  act  into  effect,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  and  to  be 
applied  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  appropriating  moneys 
for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment  for 
the  year  1820. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  took  a  historical  view 
of  th<?  legislation  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of 
fortifications,  to  show  under  what  authority  the 
Executive  had  heretofore  proceeded  in  the  erection 
of  fortificatioDs.  lu  1794  a  law  had  ptassed  author- 
izing the  fortifying,  from  time  to  time,  of  certain 
points  therein  mentioned.  In  1798  the  President 
was  authorized  to  erect  fortifications  in  any  other 
place  that  the  public  safely  might  require.  In 
1808  the  President  was  further  authorized  by  law 
to  complete  the  maritime  fortifications,  &c.  No 
other  positive  statute  existed  on  the  subject,  but 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  under  his  gen- 
eral powers,  had  caused  fortifications  to  be  erected 
at  certain  points,  and  Congress  had  sanctioned  it 
by  successive  appropriations.  With  respect  to 
the  later  fortifications,  under  a  resolution  of  Con- 
gress, the  maritime  coast  had  been  surveyed  with 
a  view  to  its  complete  fortification — the  report  of 
the  engineers  was  laid  before  Congress,  with  a 
plan  of  fortifications,  indicating  those  now  con- 
tracted for,  and  stating  the  sum  which,  under  this 
view,  would  be  necessary  for  the  current  year. 
The  sum  was  appropriated  by  Congress,  who  thus 
sanctioned  the  proposition  ;  and  the  Executive 
had  in  pursuance  of  this  intimation  of  the  dispo- 
sition of  Congrcssj  directed  the  works  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  Louisiana,  spoke  in  favor  of 
the  largest  sum  proposed  to  be  appropriated.  He 
particularly  referred  to  the  fortification  of  Dau- 
phin Island,  which  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  seemed  to  suppose  might  be  dispensed  with. 
This  fortification,  he  said,  was  a  part  of  a  system 
of  defence  for  the  entrance  to  Mobile  Bay,  and,  if 
any  part  of  it  was  executed,  the  whole  ought  to 
be.  He  pointed  to  plans  lying  before  him,  show- 
ing the  relation  of  the  two  forts  proposed  to  be 
erected  there,  to  one  another,  and  their  mutual 
dependence,  for  the  protection  of  a  passage  which 
could  not  be  otherwise  effectually  protected,  being 
five  miles  wide. 

Mr.  McCoy  rose  to  ask  a  favor  and  to  enter  a 
protest.  The  favor  he  had  to  ask  was,  that  gen- 
tlemen who  were  for  keeping  in  service  a  large 
navy,  a  standing  army,  and  other  expensive  estab- 
lishments, would  not  attempt  more  than  the  re- 
sources of  the  country  would  bear  them  out  in. 
The  protest  he  had  to  enter  was,  against  the  practice 
of  permitting  the  Heads  of  Departments  to  legis- 
late for  Congress,  and  to  pledge  the  funds  of  the 
Government  to  any  extent,  at  their  pleasure.     As 
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a  general  principle,  contracts  ought  not  to  be 
made  by  ofiicers  of  the  Government  but  under  the 
authority  of  law. 

Mr.  Lowndes  then  delivered  his  sentiments  on 
the  subject.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  sum  proposed 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  because 
he  understood  that  it  would  be  sufficient  for  the 
purposes  of  carrying  into  effect  existing  contract. 
With  regard  to  the  system  of  contracts,  dec,  which  ! 
had  been  the  subject  of  animadversion,  he  said, 
if  the  matter  were  closely  examined,  he  believed 
it  would  be  found  that  the  laws  on  the  subject 
were  exceedingly  defective ;  and  that,  if  there 
had  been  any  irregularity,  it  had  been  made  un- 
avoidable by  the  omission  of  Congress  to  legislate 
on  the  subject.  In  the  nature  of  things,  contracts 
must  be  made  by  the  Grovernment  in  regard  to 
certain  expenditures;  and  such  had  been  made 
in  certain  branches  of  the  public  service  from 
the  commencement  of  the  Government,  without 
objection — of  which  he  quoted  examples,  among 
which  was  that  of  the  expenditure  for  timber  for 
the  Navy,  under  the  act  appropriating  a  million 
of  dollars  annually  for  the  object.  Contracts,  he 
said,  might  be  made  in  two  ways  :  on  objects  spe- 
cially recognised  and  directed  by  acts  of  Congress; 
and  on  objects  within  the  legitimate  authority  of 
the  Executive,  and  to  amounts  within  the  com- 
pass of  the  usual  annual  appropriations  by  Con- 
gress. Applying  these  principles  to  the  case  be- 
tore  the  House,  he  thought  that  contracts  for  the 
expenditure  of  $800,000  within  the  year  might 
have  been  made  on  every  reasonable  calculation, 
being  about  the  amount  which  Congress  had  lately 
appropriated  for  successive  years,  except  where  a 
surplus  of  appropriation  rendered  a  less  sum  neces- 
sary. On  the  subject  of  fortifications  generally, 
he  said,  he  did  not  dwell,  because  it  retjuired  a 
sort  of  knowledge  which  he  did  not  possess.  But, 
with  regard  to  some  points  of  our  maritime  fron- 
tier, he  felt  a  particular  solicitude  that  they  should 
"be  completely  fortified  at  any  expense. 

Mr.  McCoy  said,  that  his  objection  to  the  sys- 
tem of  contracts  was,  that  they  exceeded,  in  this 
case  at  least,  the  huins  appropriated  and  desig- 
nated by  Congress  for  that  object  of  expenditure. 
Contracts  ought  not  to  be  made  in  anticipation  of 
appropriations  hereafter  to  be  made  ;  because  cir- 
cumstances might  arise  in  the  following  year  to 
prevent  Congress  from  appropriating  any  thing. 
Nearly  such  a  state  of  things  indeed  now  existed. 
In  time  of  war,  necessity  might  justify  a  departure 
from  a  rigid  adherence  to  this  rule  ;  but  in  time 
of  peace  there  was  nothing  to  justify  it. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  expressed  his  wish  that  this 
Item  of  appropriation  should  be  so  worded  as 
that  no  part  ot  the  amount  should  be  disbursed 
but  in  pursuance  of  "contracts  previously  autho- 
rized by  law." 

Mr.  Clay  said,  it  must  be  quite  obvious  to 
every  one^  from  daily  experience,  that  the  practice 
of  exceeding  appropriations  was  one  which  called 
loudly  for  the  interposition  of  Congress.  This 
excess  was  not  confined,  he  said,  to  one  Depart- 
ment of  the  Government,  but  the  disease  seems  to 
have  pervaded  all  the  branches  of  the  Executive 


Department;  and,  unless  the  House  should,  on 
some  occasion,  withhold  an  appropriation  in  some 
case  wherein  an  expenditure  had  been  made  with- 
out authority,  he  had  no  doubt  the  evil  would  go 
on  to  the  utter  subversion,  if  not  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, of  all  law  on  the  subject.  The  sum  of  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  he  had  proposed 
for  this  object,  he  said  he  considered  sufficient. 
It  was  at  least  as  much  as  could  be  expended  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  present  session ;  and  if,  after 
the  ways  and  means  for  the  current  year  were 
provided,  it  should  be  thought  proper  to  appropri- 
ate more  money  for  this  object,  it  would  be  com- 
pletely within  the  power  of  Congress  to  do  so. 
With  regard  to  retrenchment,  Mr.  C.  said  he 
knew  that  Congress  had  much  difficulty  to  en- 
counter. All  the  Heads  of  Departments  would 
agree  that  there  ought  to  be  a  retrenchment  of  the 
expenses  of  the  Ciovernment ;  but  none  of  them 
would  agree  that  his  particular  department  should 
be  the  object  of  it.  If'e,  said  Mr.  C,  have  to  perform 
all  the  ungracious  offices  of  the  Government ;  we 
have  the  painful  duty  of  imposing  taxes,  they  the 
pleasure  of  recommending  their  repeal;  tr«  have 
the  labor  and  responsibility  of  raising  money,  they 
the  gratification  of  spending  it.  Mr.  C.  said  he 
was  therefore  disposed  to  take  care  that  there 
should  not  be  a  wasteful  expenditure  of  the  public 
money.  With  regard  to  Mobile  Bay,  Mr.  C.  said 
the  House  were  at  last  presented  with  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations;  and,  if 
that  committee  could  succeed  in  persuading  the 
House  that  we  may  take  pacific  possession  of 
Florida  mith  or  wUhmU  a  treaty,  the  fortifications 
of  Pensacola  would  perhaps  afford  a  sufficient 
protection  to  Mobile  Bay.  On  the  subject  of  for- 
tifications generally,  Mr.  C.  said  there  had  been, 
heretofore,  he  would  not  say  a  wasteful  extrava- 
gance, but  an  improvident  profusion.  We  were 
making  fortifications  everywhere,  and  a  large 
amount  of  money  had  been  expended  on  one  forti- 
fication ^Rouse's  Point)  which  was  understood  to 
be  actually  within  the  British  line.  He  concurred 
with  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that 
two  or  three  great  points  ought  to  be  fortified;  but 
he  would  not,  therefore,  expend  such  sums  of 
money  on  points  which  were  not  so  important. 

Mr.  Lowndes  said,  he  should  himself  perhaps 
believe  that  not  more  than  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars  ought  to  be  appropriated  for  the  erection 
of  fortifications  during  the  present  year,  did  not 
the  existing  contracts  require  the  appropriation  of 
a  larger  amount.  With  respect  to  the  proposed 
appropriation,  it  was  not,  as  might  be  supposed, 
from  the  remarks  of  some  gentlemen,  to  meet  an 
expenditure  beyond  the  appropriation.  It  was  a 
case  in  which,  with  a  due  forecast  and  attention 
to  economy  in  the  expenditure  of  public  money, 
contracts  nave  been  made,  founded  on  a  rational 
expectation  of  appropriations  being  made  by  Con- 
gress— an  expectation  justified  by  the  sanction  given 
by  previous  appropriations  to  the  prosecution  of 
these  works.  Analogous  cases  frequently  occur- 
red. The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  he  was 
sure,  would  recollect  the  case  of  the  Cumberland 
road,  in  which  contracts  had  been  made  involving 
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the  expenditure  of  money  beyond  the  amount  ap- 
propriated by  law,  and  depending  on  future  ap- 
propriations for  their  fulfilment. 

Mr.  Clay  again  spoke  upon  the  subject.  If,  he 
said,  the  Executive  was  authorized  to  make  con- 
tracts, relying  on  appropriations  usually  made,  what 
ought,  in  this  case,  to  have  been  its  guide?  The 
appropriation  of  last  year,  amounting  to  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  the  sum  with  which  it  was 
proposed  to  fill  this  blank.  Between  the  present 
case  and  the  Cumberland  road  he  said  there  was 
no  analogy.  There  was  a  positive  law  authoriz- 
ing the  road,  and  a  certain  sum  appropriated; 
under  that  law  contracts  had  been  made,  under 
which  the  expenditure  had  exceeded  the  amount 
appropriated.  The  case  now  under  consideration 
was  that  of  an  attempt  to  expend  the  public  money 
without  the  authority  of  any  law. 

Mr.  Mallary  spoke  in  favor  of  the  smallest 
sum  proposetl.  It  was  time,  he  said,  to  put  an 
end  to  the  excessive  expenditures  of  public  money. 
He  found,  on  consulting  the  documents  on  the 
table,  that  already  contracts  had  been  made  by  the 
War  Department  for  fortifications,  which  would 
involve  the  expenditure  of  two  million  seven  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  It  was  time,  he  said,  to 
determine  whether  contracts  made  by  agents  of 
the  Government,  at  all  times,  for  all  purposes,  and 
to  any  amount,  should  be  considered  as  binding 
on  thft^  Government. 

M^JStorrs  made  some  remarks  on  the  relative 
ibility  of  this  House  and  of  public  officers. 
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ancl  Pi  the  ease  with  which  it  was  sometimes 
evaded.  For  example,  in  the  case  of  the  public 
gunpowder  loaned  to  certain  persons,  the  head  of 
the  ordnance  department  said  he  had  nothing  to 
do  with  it,  but  remonstrated  against  it.  Another 
oflScer  in  that  department  says  it  was  done  with 
the  approbation  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  all 
unite  in  saying  that  some  part  of  the  responsi- 
bility for  the  transaction  properly  belonged  to  an 
officer  of  the  Army  who  had  since  been  dismissed 
the  service.  Mr.  S.  then  proceeded  to  quote  the 
sentiments  contained  in  the  Inaugural  Speech  of 
the  present  President  of  the  United  State^»,  on  the 
subject  of  responsibility  and  the  duty  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive in  this  respect.  With  respect  to  the  pre- 
sent House,  he  said,  if  there  had  been  any  irregu- 
larity or  excess  in  the  expenditure  of  public  money, 
it  was  not  to  blame  for  neglect  in  preventing  it; 
for  no  House  he  had  ever  seen  or  read  of  had  been 
90  faithful  in  the  performance  of  this  part  of  its 
duty  as  (so  far)  this  House  had  been. 

Mr.  Baldwin  said  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
sum  proposed,  because  the  faith  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  pledged  for  so  much,  and  the  state  of 
the  Treasury  was  not  such  as  to  require  it  to  be 
▼iolated.  He  was  not  disposed,  he  said,  to  protect 
any  Executive  officer  in  theabuseof  j)ower ;  but,  in 
relation  to  this  subject  of  fortifications,  it  was  no 
more  than  just  that  the  state  of  it  should  be  fairly 
understood.  He  then  proceeded  to  take  a  review 
of  the  course  of  the  Government  on  this  subject, 
from  the  instructions  to  the  Board  of  Engineers  to 
survey  the  coast  and  their  report,  to  the  layipg  of 
the  same  before  Congress,  with  all  the  plans  of  the 


fortifications  and  estimates  of  their  probable  ex- 
pense; after  which  the  sum  required  for  the  then 
ensuing  year  (1819)  was  deliberately  appronriated 
by  Congress.  There  are  two  ways,  Mr.  B.  said, 
in  which  the  sanction  of  Congress  inav  be  ^iven 
to  any  measure — by  passing  a  special  law  direct- 
ing a  thing  to  be  done,  or  by  an  appropriation  for 
the  purpose  of  doing  it.  With  all  the  information 
on  the  subject  before  them,  and  with  a  full  knowl- 
edge of  the  extent  of  the  plan  for  the  fortification 
of  the  coast,  the  three  branches  of  Congress  had 
passed  an  appropriation  to  commence  the  work, 
thereby  ratifying  the  plan.  Previous  to  this  act 
no  contracts  had  been  made ;  after  its  pa.ssage,  it 
became  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to  go  on  to  ex- 
ecute the  work.  With  respect  to  the  deficiency  in 
the  revenue,  Mr.  B.  intimated  that  that  might  be 
supplied  without  resorting  to  either  of  the  three 
alternatives  of  the  honorable  Speaker.  We  own 
seven  millions  of  stock  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  It  yields  no  dividend  this  year,  and  but 
little  in  the  last.  If  we  want  money,  said  he,  let 
us  take  a  fund  of  no  use  to  us,  whicn  brings  us  in 
nothing,  and  which  may  be  sold  at  nearly  its  par 
value.  He  was,  as  other  gentlemen  professed  to 
be,  a  friend  to  economy,  but  true  economy.  He 
would  leave  untouched  every  thing  necessary  to 
the  usual  and  regular  operations  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  every  thing  wnich  was  connected  with 
the  common  defence  and  general  welfare. 

Mr.  Bdtler,  of  Louisiana,  made  some  further 
remarks  in  favor  of  the  appropriation  of  an  ade- 
quate sum  Tor  the  object  now  under  consideration. 
He  again  dwelt  on  the  importance  of  the  fortifica- 
tion on  Dauphin  Island.  With  regard  to  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Speaker  on  this  head,  Mr.  B.  said 
the  port  of  Pensacola,  when  in  our  posse-ssion,  will 
no  more  protect  the  Bay  of  Mobile  than  the  forti- 
fications at  New  York  will  protect  the  Delaware. 

Mr.  Newton  delivered  his  sentiments  in  favor 
of  an  adequate  appropriation  for  fortifications. 
He  enlarged  on  their  importance  to  the  protection 
of  our  seaportji — to  the  interests  of  commerce — 
and,  as  connected  with  them,  to  the  interests  of 
agriculture.  A  few  millions,  expended  for  the 
permanent  and  perfect  protection  of  such  interests, 
ought  to  be  no  object.  He  dwelt  particularly  on 
the  importance  of  the  fortifications  at  Old  Point 
Comfort,  Ac,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Chesapeake, 
and  said  that  true  economy  required  the  prosecu- 
tion of  all  which  are  commenced  to  completion  as 
speedily  as  practicable. 

Mr.  Trimble  spoke  at  some  length  in  explana- 
tion and  confirmation  of  what  had  been  said  by 
other  gentlemen  as  to  the  authority  by  which  the 
Executive  had  entered  into  contracts  for  the  erec- 
tion of  fortifications.  The  sum  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  he  thought, 
ought  to  be  granted,  as  not  being  more  than  neces- 
sary to  pay  lor  work  done  and  in  a  course  of  per- 
formance. 

Mr.  Clay  repeated  the  idea,  that  the  money 
appropriated  ought  to  be  considered  the  limitation 
of  the  power  of  the  Executive  to  make  contracts. 
With  respect  to  the  deficiency  in  the  revenue,  so 
far  from  taking  hold  of  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of 
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the  United  States,  he  bad  been  in  hopes,  as  there 
seemed  to  be  great  difficulty  what  to  do  with  the 
Sinking  Fund,  that  Congress  would  have  con- 
sented to  appropriate  it  to  Ine  payment  of  the  debt 
which  we  owe  to  the  Bank  ot  the  United  States 
for  that  stock,  having  due  regard  to  the  five  per 
cent,  interest  which  only  we  had  i>tipulated  to  pay 
on  that  part  of  the  public  debt. 

Mr.  Smvth,  of  Virginia,  spoke  at  some  length 
in  favor  of  a  sufficient  appropriation.  The  only 
question  ought  to  be,  is  the  expenditure  proposed 
necessary  for  the  public  welfare.  There  was  no 
money  which  this  Government  could  lay  out  to 
so  great  an  advantage  as  in  erecting  fortifications. 
They  were  a  cheap  defence  in  war;  and  what- 
ever other  gentlemen  might  believe,  he  thought  he 
saw  a  large  "speck  of  war"  in  the  horizon,  and 
not  with  Spain  alone.  We  ought,  in  due  time,  to 
make  preparation  for  a  contest  which  sooner  or 
later  must  come.  In  illustrating  the  importance 
of  fortifications,  Mr.  S.  said  that  during  our  his- 
tory three  of  our  largest  and  most  important  com- 
mercial cities  had  been  saved  by  them — alluding, 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  to  Charleston,  and,  in 
the  late  war  to  Baltimore,  and  New  Orleans— for, 
much  as  was  due  to  the  bravery  and  skill  of  its 
defender^  at  the  entrenchments,  it  was  also  true 
that  Fort  St.  Philip  below  had  been  equally  neces- 
sary to,  and  efficient  in  the  preservation  of  New 
Orleans.  Resorting  to  foreign  history,  he  quoted 
that  of  France,  to  show  that  she  had  been  saved 
by  her  engineers, artillerists,  and  fortifications,  &c. 
He  hoped  the  appropriations  necessary  to  this  im- 
portant object  would  not  be  withheld. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  filling  the 
blank  with  $1,520,000,  and  negatived  by  a  large 
majority. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  filling  it  with 
§800,000,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  a  vote 
of  73  to  61. 

The  appropriation   for   repairs,  &c.,  at   West 


Point,  was  moved  by  Mr.  Cannon  to  be  stricken 
from  the  bill ;  but  the  House  decided  to  retain  it. 
The  appropriation  for  completing  the  arsenal  at 
Augusta,  Greorgia,  next  came  up.  Mr.  Cobb  stated, 
and  Mr.  Reid  confirmed  the  statement,  that,  how- 
ever eligibly  situated,  its  location  was  in  so  un- 
healthy a  site,  as  to  make  it  unfit  for  occupation, 
and  that  there  was  no  prospect  of  this  objection 
bein^  obviated.  The  appropriation  was,  after 
hearing  a  statement  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
in  defence  of  it,  stricken  from  the  bill,  by  a  vote  of 
56  to  48. 

Mr.  Trimble  then  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  bill : 

"  To  enable  the  Secretary  of  War  to  renew  and  ex- 
tend a  contract  with  John  P.  Garreschea,  of  Delaware, 
for  one  thousand  barrels  of  powder,  if  he  aball  ao 
choose  to  renew  and  extend  ;  and  the  said  Garresches 
bhall  secure  the  loan  of  powder  already  made  to  Peter 
Bauduy,  22.000  dollars.  Provided,  that  thbs  appropri- 
ation shall  not  be  ronstrued  to  sanction  the  original 
loan  of  powder  to  Peter  Bauduy,  or  to  exonerate  any 
person  or  persons  from  their  liability  to  the  United 
ijtatcs  for  making  said  loan." 

A  debate  of  one  and  a  half  hour's  duration  arose 


on  this  amendment.  It  was  supported  by  Mr. 
Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr.  McLane,  of  Dela- 
ware, and  oppojicd  by  Mr.  McCoy,  of  Virginia, 
Mr.  Walker,  of  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Cannon, 
of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina, 
Mr.  Slocumb,  of  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Storrh,  of 
New  York,  and  Mr.  Ross,  of  Ohio. 

The  proposition  was  finally  rejected,  by  a  con- 
siderable majority. 

Mr.  Clay,  in  offering  the  following  amendment, 
briefly  adverted  to  its  importance  and  interesting 
nature.  There  were,  he  said,  eleven  States,  (count- 
ing Missouri  and  Arkansas,)  more  or  less  interest- 
ed in  it.  Many  steamboats  were  employed  in  this 
navigation,  and  many  more  would  be ;  and  he  did 
verily  believe  ihai,  bv  an  expenditure  of  a  hundred 
or  a  nundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  an 
annual  expenditure  thereafter  of  ten  or  fifteen 
thousand  dollars,  the  navigation  could  be  made 
perfectly  safe.  He  hoped,  as  this  appropriation 
was  analogous  to  one  or  more  contamed  in  the 
bill,  there  would  be  no  objection  to  it. 

*  For  making  a  survey,  maps,  and  charts,  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  from  the  Rapids  of  the 
Ohio  at  Louisville,  to  the  Balize,  for  the  purpose  of 
facilitating  and  ascertaining  the  most  practicable  mode 
of  improving  the  navigation  of  those  rivers,  five  tboa- 
sund  dollars." 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  without  a  division. 
Mr.  Cobb   then  offered  the   following  amend- 
ment to  the  bill : 

*'  For  the  purpose  of  holding  treaties  with  the  Creek 
and  Cherokee  tribes  of  Indians,  for  the  extinguishment 
of  the  Indian  title  to  all  the  lands  within  the  State  of 
Georgia,  pursuant  to  the  fourth  condition  of  the  first 
article  of  the  Articles  of  Agreement  and  Cession  con- 
cluded between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of 
Georgia,  on  the  24th  day  of  April,  1802,  the  sum  of 
thirty  tliousand  dollars.'' 

When  the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  pro- 
gress, and  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  March  10. 

Mr.  Warfield  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitanU:  of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  of  Montgomery  county, 
in  the  State  of  Maryland,  praying  that  so  much 
of  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  last  session  as  author- 
izes a  turnpike  company  to  make  a  road  from 
Tennelly  Town  to  Georgetown,  and  to  collect 
toll  thereon ;  as  also  to  erect  toll-gates  on  the  roads 
leading  from  Tennelly  Town  to  Brookville,  and 
to  Leesbur^,  may  be  repealed,  for  reasons  set  forth 
in  the  petition  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  oi  the  following 
titles,  to  wit:  An  act  making  further  provision  for 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands  ;  and  an  act  further  to 
suspend  for  a  limited  time  the  sale  or  forfeiture 
of  lands  for  failure  in  completing  the  payments 
thereon  ;  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  said  bills  were  read  twice,  and  severally  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 
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Mr.  Cannon   submitted   the   following  resolu- 
tion, viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  Conmittee  of  the  Whole  House 
who  have  under  consideration  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  MiliUry  Establishment  for  the  year 
1820,  be  instructed  to  inquire  i"to  the  expediency  of 
abolishing  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  in 
the  Sute  of  New  York;  also,  of  repealing  all  laws  in 
relation  to  said  Academy,  from  and  after  the  first  day 
of  May  next,  and  exposing  to  sale,  to  the  highest  bid- 
der, all  the  property  of  the  United  Sutes  in  and  about 
the  same,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  directed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

The  resolution  being  read,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table ;  which  motion 
was  rejected ;  and  the  question  was  taken  to  agree 
to  the  same,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

JOURNAL  OF  THE  OLD  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  Strother  rose  and  said,  that  he  thought  it 
indispensably  his  duty  to  call  up  a  motion  he  had 
made  some  time  before ;  that  certainly  the  time 
had  arrived,  when  no  reason  could  longer  exist  for 
refusing  to  publish  the^Secret  Journal  of  the  Old 
Congress ;   that,  in  making  this   motion,  he  did 
not  mean  to  allude  to  any  particular  measures  or 
the  actors  in  them.     All  he  should   say  on  that 
subject  was,  that  whatever  they  contained  should 
be  known  to  the  people  ;  that,  if  it  appeared  from 
them,  there  were  subjects  of  great  national  concern 
agitated,  the  consequences  of  which  would  have 
been  of  the  highest  importance,  and  there  were 
men  who,  on  those  occasions,  have  rendered  great 
services  to  their  country  by  their  exertions  in  de- 
fending their  rights,  Mr.  S.  said  it  ought  to  be 
known,  that  every  man   might   have  that  credit 
with  his  country  he  is  entitled  to.     If,  on  the  con- 
trary, there  were  men  who,  in  their  opinion,  had 
acted  wrong,  or  wished  to  sacrifice  any  of  the  in- 
terests belonging  to  the  Union,  and  which  they  did 
not  consider  as  peculiarly  favorable  to  the  States 
they  represented,  but  which  might  be  injurious  to 
them — if  there  were  such  men  still  alive,  and  who 
might  possibly  be  brought  forward  as  candidates 
for  office,  was  it  not  equally  proper  that  the  whole 
of  their   public  conduct   snould  also  be   known  ; 
or  how  can  the  public  judge,  while  the  veil  of 
secrecy  is  still  thrown  over  it?     Mr.  S.  thought 
that  it  was  highly  proper  that  nothing  which  was 
of  importance  to  the  country,  and  which  had  been 
previously  agitated  in  our  public  councils  at  that 
distant  day,  should   be  kept  from  the  public  eye. 
He  adverted  to  the  strange  appearance  it  might 
have  that  the  Secret  Journal  of  Congress  should 
be  published  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  when 
the  secrets  might  be  considered  as  of  more  delicacy 
and  importance  than  in  time  of  peace,  when  there 
was  reasons  to  suppose  none  such,  or  at  least  none 
of  equal  importance,  could  have  existed. 

Mr.  S.  made  many  other  remarks  on  the  subject, 
tending  to  prove  the  extreme  impropriety  of  any 
longer  withholding  from  the  public  a  view  of  the 
Secret  Journal,  which  he  contended  would  cost 
but  very  little,  and  did  not  consist  of  more  than 
sixty  or  eighty  pages,  and  were  all  transcribed  and 
ready  for  publication ;  to  prove  which,  he  read  a 


letter  he  held  in  his  hand,  from  Mr.  Secretary 
Adams,  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  S.  then  moved  to  take  up  the  resolution  he 
had  himself  moved,  for  the  publication  of  the  Se- 
cret Journal. 

After  he  had  closed,  some  desultory  conversation 
took  place,  which,  showing  that  many  members 
would  vote  against  it — 

Mr.  C.  PiNCKNEY  said,  that  he  hoped  the  motion 
would  prevail;  that  it  was  difficult  to  see  what 
reasons  could  exist  against  it ;  that,  if  the  Secret 
Journal  of  the  Old  Congress,  from  1775  to  1783, 
(the  conclusion  of  the  peace)  were  ordered  to  be 
published,  why  not  these  ?     In  the  former,  it  might 
have  been  much  more  improper  than  in  the  latter, 
because  the  whole  of  the  Secret  Journals  contained 
the  secret  proceedings  of  Congress  during  the  war, 
in  which  there  may  have  been  many  private  negoti- 
ations with  different  States  in  Europe,  which  those 
States  might  not  wish  to  have  eipo.«*d.     That  was 
the  lime  also  when  spies,  and  private  emissaries, 
and  agents  were  necessary,  and  in  many  cases  indis- 
pensable, some  of  whom   might  be  alive,  or  their 
families,  who  would  not  wish  it  known  that  their 
friends   had  been  engaged  in  practices  generally 
not  deemed  honorable.     But,  from  the  year  1783 
to  1789,  the  commencement  of  the  new  Govern- 
ment, no  such  secret  could  exist.     He  understood, 
from  information  which  came  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  that  the  whole  of  the  remainder  did  not 
contain  more  than  sixty  or  eighty  pages — not  the 
size  of  many  of  the  voluminous  documents  pub- 
lished this  session — the  expense,  therefore,  would 
b<;  but  small.     As  to  the  contents,  Mr.  P.  said,  he 
was  only  in  Congress  about  half  the  time  from 
1783  to  1789  ;  but,  during  that  time,  an  event  oc- 
curred which  must  be  recorded  on  the  Secret  Jour- 
nal, which,  in  his  judgment,  alone  made  it  necessary 
that  this  part  of  the  Journal  should  be  published. 
It  was  a  long  time  since  it  had  occurred,  and  there- 
fore what  he  stated  would  of  course  be  to  the  best 
of  his  recollection.     If  there  should  be  any  mis- 
takes, he  would  be  willing  to  correct  them  ;  it  was 
an  event  of  great  importance,  in  his  opinion,  in  the 
civil  history  of  this  country,  and  to  which  he  had 
alluded,  in  his  observations  on  the  Mis.souri  bill, 
but  which  he  would  now  more  particularly  state, 
as  he  had  heard  that  what  he  had  said  before  must 
have  been  misunderstood. 

Mr.  P.  said,  that,  in  1785-'6,  he  believed  '6,  two 
or  three  years  after  the  peace,  Spain  beirig  very 
anxious  on  the  subject,  sent  out  Don  Diego  de 
Gardoqui,  as  her  Minister,  to  this  country,  with 
instructions  to  offer  to  the  United  States  a  treaty 
of  commerce,  which  she  said  was  an  advantageous 
one,  if  we  would,  in  the  same  treaty,  consent  to 
give  up  the  navigation  of  that  part  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, which  ran  through  the  Spanish  dominions,  for 
twenty-five  years.  Mr.  John  Jay  was  the  Secretary 
of  Foreign  Affairs.  The  treaty,  according  to  the 
then  routine  of  business,  was  referred  to  him  to 
report  his  opinion,  and,  to  the  best  of  his  remem- 
brance, he  recommended  its  adoption.  Seven, 
being  all  Eastern  and  Northern  States,  did  vote  for 
it:  ^t  owing  to  the  Confederation  requiring  nine 
Slates  as  necessary  to  form  a  treaty,  it  was  defeated. 


1629 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1630 


March,  1820. 


Military  Appropriations. 


H.  OF  R. 


Mr.  P.  said,  that,  if  any  part  of  the  public  business 
«f  this  country,  in  which  he  had  any  agency,  gave 
him  more  ph^sure  than  another,  it  was  the  agency 
he  had  in  association  with  the  distinguished  gen- 
tlemen now  high  in  office  in  Washington,  in  pre- 
venting it.  He  believed  be  might  venture  to  say, 
it  was  owing  to  them  and  another,  now  gone,  that 
the  whole  of  the  Western  country  was  saved  to  us; 
that  the  Mississippi  still  flows  through  American 
lands,  and  that  her  members  here,  so  honorably 
fill  these  seats.  And  having,  as  he  observed  on  the 
Missouri  question,  and,  he  said,  let  him  here  repeat 
it,  contributed,  at  that  distant  day,  to  .save  the 
parent,  he  felt  great  pleasure  on  the  late  great  oc- 
casion, in  contributing  his  humble  efforts  to  save 
her  children. 

The  resolution  was  taken  up  and  passed. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  annual  military  appro- 
priation bill. 

Mr.  Cobb  withdrew  the  motion  which  he  yes- 
terday offered  to  amend  the  bill,  under  the  impres- 
sion tnat  it  had  better  be  annexed  to  the  bill  masing 
the  civil  appropriations  for  the  current  year. 

Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  motion  to  amend  the  bill, 
so  as  to  appropriate  eighteen  hundred  dollars,  for 
a  survey  of  the  Mississippi  river,  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Missouri  river,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio, 
with  a  view  to  the  practicability  of  improving  its 
navigation.  After  some  observations  from  Mr. 
Clay,  and  others,  which  went  to  show  that  this 
object  was  already  provided  for,  Mr.  C.  withdrew 
his  proposition. 

Mr.  Cocke  then  inquired,  from  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  what  por- 
tion of  the  appropriations  contained  in  this  bill  re- 
lated to  the  expenses  of  the  expedition  up  the  Mis- 
isouri  river;  his  object  being  to  strike  out  that  part 
of  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  answered,  that  he 
could  not  say  more  on  this  subject  than  was  dis- 
closed by  the  report  on  this  subject  from  the  War 
Department,  in  pursuance  of  the  requisition  of 
this  House,  and  which  was  in  the  possession  of  the 
House. 

After  some  conversation,  it  appeared  to  be  set- 
tled that  the  proper  time  for  Mr.  Cocke's  motion 
would  be  when  the  question  came  before  the 
House  of  concurrence  in  the  appropriations  agreed 
to  by  this  Committee. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  this  bill  having 
been  gone  through,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Cannon,  directing  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  abolishing  the  Military  Academy; 
whereupon  a  debate  of  threfe  hours  arose. 

Mr.  Cannon  said,  in  reply  to  the  arguments  of 
those  who  had  spoken  in  favor  of  keeping  up  the 
Military  Academy,  if  any  thing  could  deter  him 
from  pursuing  the  course  pointed  out  to  him  by 
what  he  believed  to  be  his  duty  as  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  it  would  be  that  of 


differing  in  opinion  with  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  who  is  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  (Mr.  S.  Smith,)  also  that 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Smyth,) 
and  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Bloom- 
riELo,)  all  of  whose  opinions  he  held  in  the  highest 
respect,  and  he  was  well  aware  had  great  influence 
in  the  House,  more  especially  on  the  subject  of 
military  affairs  or  military  science ;  to  the  superior 
knowledge  and  experience  of  those  honorable  gen- 
tlemen he  would  always  yield,  for  he  felt  it  to  be 
the  height  of  presumption  to  oppose  his  opinions 
on  any  subject  to  those  of  the  gentlemen  whase 
names  he  had  mentioned.  But,  said  he,  the  gen- 
tlemen I  have  alluded  to,  as  well  as  all  others  who 
have  spoken  on  the  subject,  have  not  stated  my 
arguments  correctly;  they  seem  to  have  misun- 
derstood me  entirely,  however  ex^icitly  I  have 
attempted  to  state  my  opinions  to  the  House.    The 

fentlemen  are  quite  mistaken  if  they  suppose  that 
am  opposed  to  the  accumulation  ot  military 
science.     Sir,  said  he,  I  have  never  expressed  such 
opinions  on  this  floor  or  elsewhere ;  nor,  said  he, 
shall  any  gentleman  understand  me  to  entertain 
such  opinions.     He  said  he  had  distinctly  told  the 
House,  on  a  former  occasion,  that  he  was  decidedly 
in  favor  of  the  difi'usion  of  military  science  amongst 
the  general  mass  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
But  he  was  opposed  to  confining  it  to  a  favorite 
few — a  privileged  order — and  to  this  course  of 
teaching  the  sons  of  our  most  wealthy  citizens  at 
public  expense,  while  you  neglect  the  helpless  or- 
phans of  those  whose  blood  has  crimsoned  your 
fields  of  battle  in  the  defence  of  our  country — 
while  you  not  only  refuse  to  expend  a  single  dollar 
for  their  education,  but  you  have  even  refused  to 
give  them  bread  until  they  shall  be  able  to  procure 
subsistence  for  themselves.     These  were  the  opin- 
ions he  had  before  expressed  on  this  subject,  and 
he  hoped  they  would  not  again  be  mi.sstated  or 
misunderstood.     He  said  if  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  undertook  to  teach  military  science, 
which  he  thought  himself  necessary,  it  ought  to  be 
taught  to  the  militia  officers  at  public  expense,  by 
whom  it  would  be  taught  to  the  citizens  generally, 
and  difi'used  and  expanded  through  the  wliole  mass 
of  the  people ;  and  these  arguments,  he  said,  no 
gentleman  had  undertaken  to  answer.     But  gen- 
tlemen, he  said,  had  advocated  this  enormous  ex- 
penditure of  the  public   money  at  the  Military 
Academy  on  the  ground  that  it  was  necessary  for 
the  defence  of  the  country.    But,  .sir,  said  he,  f  for 
one  do  not  believe  this  country  will  ever  be  de- 
fended by  this  Military  Academy ;  nor  did  he  be- 
lieve we  could  depend,  for  the  defence  of  the 
country,  on  those  persons  who  have  been  or  may 
hereafter  be  educated  there ;  nor  did  he  believe  this 
country  ought  ever  to  depend  on  a  regular  army 
for  defence ;  nor  did  he  believe  we  ought  to  de- 
pend on  military  fortifications  for  our  defence. 
Sir,  said  he,  I  for  one  cannot  rely  on  any  of  the 
modes  of  defence  I  have  mentioned ;  nor  can   1 
rely  on  the  whole  of  them  nut  together,  notwith- 
standing the  vast  amount  oi  money  we  are  annu- 
ally expending  on  them.     I  believe  the  defence  of 
this  Government,  said  he,  rests  on  a  more  safe  and 
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secure  foundation.    It  at  last  rests  on  your  militia, 
the  people,  the  citizens  of  these  United  States. 
They  have  heretofore  defended  our  Government 
in  the  most  trying  times  of  difficulty  and  danger ; 
and,  sir,  they  will  defend  it  again  whenever  it  be- 
comes necessary.    You  never  have  yet  called  on 
them  in  vain,  (notwithstandinff  your  neglect  to 
qualify  them  to  discharge  this  duty  at  public  ex- 
pense,) and  let  me  tell  you,  sir,  that  you  never  wjU 
call  on  them  in  vain.     So  lon^  as  this  Govern- 
ment shall  be  preserved  m  its  original  purity,  every 
man  will  be  his  own  and  his  country's  defender. 
He  did  not,  he  said,  wish  to  induce  the  people  of 
hb  country  to  look  to  any  other  source  for  the  de- 
fence of  our  Government.    Arm  and  instruct  your 
militia,  and  we  are  safe  from  invasion  of  any  de- 
scription and    from   any  quarter.     This   he  was 
aware  would  not  be  done  so  long  as  we  lavished 
away  our  money  on  regular  armies,  fortifications, 
and  military  academies.     But,  sir,  said  he,  if  we 
50  on  with  our  system  of  aristocracy,  we  may  soon 
iose  sight  of  first  principles ;  we  may  pamper  a 
few  favorites  of  the  wealthy  at  the  expense  of 
the  Government,  and  neglect  the  poor  and  the 
orphan,  until  our  Government  may  become  s>o 
corrupt  and  oppressive  that  the  people  ought  not 
to  defiend  it. 

He  said  he  believed  the  tendency  of  all  Govern- 
ments was  towards  aristocracy,  and  he  feared  our 
Government  was  going  the  same  course.     He  be- 
lieved it  was  our  duty  to  guard  against  such  things; 
for,  said  he,  if  we  nurse  them  and  encourage  their 
growth  a   little    longer,  they   will  acquire   such 
strength,  such  an  interest  will  be  interwoven  and 
formed  around  them,  as  to  bid  defiance  to  all  at- 
tempts to  put  them  down.     This,  he  said,  must 
be  oDvious  to  all  who  have  turned  their  attention 
in  the  least  to  the  progress  of  the  European  Gov- 
ernments.   He  said  he  knew  the  ta.^k  he  had  taken 
on  himself  was  a  very  unpleasant  one ;  that  he 
would  be  subjected  to  the  remarks  of  many  who 
felt  a  deep  interest  in  this  institution,  but  it  would 
not  deter  him  from  the  discharge  of  his  duty.    His 
own  situation  in  life,  he  said,  would  probaoly  en- 
able him  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  this  institution, 
should  it  be  kept  up,  at  some  future  day ;  and, 
could  he  be  influenced  by  his  own  personal  inter- 
est, he  could,  without  running  even  the  risk  of 
being  charged  with  a  neglect  of  duty,  have  re- 
mained silent  on  the  subject.    But,  sir,  said  he, 
so  long  as  I  entertain  the  opinions  1  now  do  re- 
specting this  monstrous  system  of  aristocracy,  that 
many  gentlemen  are  so  fond  of,  I  cannot,  m  the 
discharge  of  that  duty  I  owe  to  myself  and  my 
country,  look  on  this  growing  evil  without  at  least 
making  an  effort,  however  feeble  it  may  be,  to 
check  its  growth  or  put  it  out  of  existence,  what- 
ever feelings  may  be  excited    among   honorable 
members  of  this  House,  or  those  who  enjoy  the 
benefits  of  this  institution,  or  are  concerned  in  its 
direction  or  administration.     He  thought  some  re- 
gard ought  always  to  be  had  to  the  equal  distribu- 
tion of  the  favors  and  benefits  of  this  Government ; 
but  that,  if  any  partiality  or  favor  was  shown,  it 
should  be  in  favor  of  the  weaker  part,  and  not  the 
strong ;  and  he  hoped  this  principle  would  never 


be  lost  sight  of.  But,  said  he,  we  all  know  that 
the  benefit  of  this  institution  has  not  been  enjoyed 
by  the  poor  nor  the  helpless  heretofore.  It  is 
placed  entirely  out  of  their  reach.  It  has  been, 
with  very  few  exceptions,  enjoyed  by  wealthy 
people,  wno  are  competent  to  educate  their  .sons 
at  their  own  expense  anywhere  without  any  as- 
sistance from  the  Government.  And,  sir,  said  he, 
turn  and  twist  it  which  way  you  will,  I  can  view 
it  as  nothing  more  or  less  than  robbing  the  poor 
to  increase  the  wealth  and  splendor  of  the  rich. 
This  course,  he  said,  had  been  pursued  too  long 
already,  and  he  called  on  gentlemen  to  consider 
the  consequences  that  would  inevitably  result  from 
such  a  course  of  legislation,  and  pause  before  they 
made  the  decision. 

Mr.  Clay  submitted  a  resolution  "that  it  is 
inexpedient  at  this  time  to  abolish  the  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point." 

Those. who  supported  the  affirmative  and  nega- 
tive sides  of  this  proposition,  in  debate,  were  as 
follows:  Affirmative — Messrs.  Clay,  Wood,  Camp- 
bell, Foot,  Tomlinson,  Poller,  Smith  of  Ma- 
ryland, Smyth  of  Virginia,  Bloomfield,  Brown, 
and  Case.  Negative — Messrs.  Livermore,  Ross, 
Stevens,  Walker,  Smith  of  North  Carolina, 
and  Cannon. 

Among  the  supporters  of  the  Academy,  Mr. 
Campbell,  and  perhaps  others,  were  of  opinion 
the  number  of  students  might  be  reduced  one 
half,  and  of  course  the  expenditure  proportionably. 
A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  syllable  ti» 
from  Mr.  Clay's  motion,  so  as  to  make  it  read 
txpeditut  instead  of  inexpedient.  This  motion  was 
negatived,  after  a  division,  in  which  it  was  sup- 
ported by  forty-one  votes,  and  Mr.  Clay's  motion 
prevailed  by  a  like  majority. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  their 
agreement  to  this  resolution;  and  also  reported, 
with  amendments,  the  Military  Appropriation 
bill. 


Saturday,  March  11. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  to  Congress  a 
report  from  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  of  the  oper- 
ations of  that  institution  during  the  last  year. 

Among  the  petitions  to-day,  was  one  from  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  that  the  system  established  by  law  of 
allowing  a  credit  for  the  duties  on  eoods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States, 
may  not  be  changed  to  a  cash  payment  of  said 
duties ;  which  was  referred,  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks,  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissioners  to  view  and  mark  out  a 
road,  as  a  continuation  of  the  national  road  from 
Wheeling,  in  Virginia,  to  the  seat  of  government 
of  the  State  of  Ohio ;  thence  to  the  contemplated 
seatof  government  of  the  Stale  of  Indiana;  thence 
to  the  seat  of  government  of  the  State  of  Illinois; 
and  thence  to  St.  Charles,  on  the  Missouri  river, 
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w  motbii  vss  oilde  bf  Mr.  Rbca,  that  the 
Coi^JHlttv  of  t&«  Whole,  to  which  b  committed 
t|^  Us  lii  Jpcnrire  and  continue  in  force  an  act,  en- 
tivdl  "Aft  act  to  provide  for  persons  who  were 
^^^Ifj^Ayt  known  wounds  received  in  the  Rero- 
Ilipwy  war,  and  for  other  pnrposes,"  be  dis- 
clul^  fnm  the  farther  consideration  thereof,  and 
ttwl  It  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
wom  and  Rerolntionary  Claims. 

Aad^  tbe  question  Ming  taken  thoreon,  it  was 
ddeimmed  in  the  negative. 

The  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  were  di»- 
ckaiged  from  so  much  of  the  resolution  of  the 
Qcaoral  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  referred  to 
them  on  the  9th  instant,  as  relates  to  a  pre-emption 
in  the  iwrchase  of  lands  for  sites  of  courthouses 
far  certain  counties  in  that  State,  and  it  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  made  on  the  28th  Jan- 
oarv  last,  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  Phineas 
Anarewi,and  Mr.  Cdlpeper  moved  to  reverse  the 
rgpctj  which  motion  was  negatived,  and  the  re- 
ptttt  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which 
is  conmitted  the  bill  making  further  appropria- 
tions of  mimey  for  continuing  the  work  upon  the 
cmiUt  building  of  the  Canitol,  and  for  other  pur- 
p^iiea,  was  discharged  from  the  consideration 
thirw^and  it  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
tfaft  whole  to  whom  is  committed  the  bill  nuiking 
aplvnpriations  for  the  support  of  the  Government 

,  V.      MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
th»  Comniittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  making 
apptmtions  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Es- 
tnfbihinent  for  the  year  1820. 

On  the  qoestion  to  concur  in  filling  the  blank 
for  medicaf,  hospital,  and  quartermaster's  stores, 
wilh  $500,000,  a  debate  was  commenced  by  Mr* 
G^OOKB,  of  Tennessee — opposition  beins  made  to  it 
fay  hioi  on  the  ground  0/  hostility  to  the  Missouri 
exMditioD. 

The  further  prosecution  of  that  expedition  was 
supported  and  opposed  by  the  following  gentle- 
Afrmatiot — Messrs.  Simkinb,  Strother, 


SMtTB  of  Maryland,  Cook,  duARLEs,  Smith  ^ 
Vkgioia,  Rhea, and  Sbrobant.  Negative— ^tsMts. 
Goonn,  Storrs,  HARoiir.  Ross,  and  Foot. 

The  question  being  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
pNfMiaed  mm  of  <J500,000  for  this  item  of  expen- 
diCiin,  it  was  decided  thus :  For  this  amount  70, 
against  it  75. 

80  the  House  refused  to  concur  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  in  filling  the  blank  with  this 
•WBr  And,  without  proceeding  further  in  the  bill, 
thnHooae  adjourned,  at  near  4  o'clock. 


MoifOAT,  March  13. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Piicoau,,  the  House  proceeded 
to4he  eonsidenitton  of  the  motion  snbmitted.  bf 
hia  aonewatkp  afo^ibr  ammtiagthe  nlnof  Ihn 
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House,  so  as  to  oblige  thu^w. 
within  the  walls  to  be  unlet  , 
This  propositioii  was  BOf^oiiS 

BALL  and  Cannom,  and  was  opposed  bf 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Simkirs,  "^ 
Walker. 

On  the  question  to  agree  tho'eto,  it  was 
in  the  negative,  without  a  division.    So  ^hi^ 
tion  was  rejected. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  fol 
titles,  to  wit  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
ing,  Giles  Harding,  John  Shute,  and  John 
ols ;"  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gabriel  Ooi' 
and  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Lef< 
in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
House. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 
The  House  then  again  jn'oceeded  to  the 
eration  of  the  bill  making  appropriations  Iqr  1  ^. 
support  of  the  Military  EsUblishme&t  for  jmi  wmJt 

1820.  '*^- 

And  the  question  being  on  filling  the  blaidl  Hi^ 
the  amount  of  appropriation  for  the  Qnartenini!^ 
ter's  Department — the  House  having  tM  Bafldhf'^'' 
refused  to  fill  it  with  $500,000—  ^" 

Mr.  Cook  moved  to  fill  it  with  $400,000;  Uhm^ 
reducing  it  a  hundred  thousand,  with  a  riew  ^ 
arresting  the  Missouri  Expedition. 

Mr.  Trim  RLE  moved  to  fill  it  with  $480^0^ 
He  intimated  his  opinion,  that,  afto  what  litn# 
passed  indicative  of  the  views  of  this  Hooaet  nn4'^ 
particularly  under  the  present  aspect  of  our  §atiSut^ 
relations,  the  expedition  would  be  restricted  to  <M 
Council  Blufis.    But,  even  in  retracing  its  Slms^' 
&c.,  certain  expenses  must  be  incurred,  to  me- 
same  amount,  or  very  nearly,  as  if  the  ezpedttiott 
had  gone  on. 

Now  again  commenced  the  debate  on  the  nmjll' 
of  the  expedition  to  the  Yellow  Stone,  or  ratlnr, 
to  the  Mandan  villages ;  when  the  following  gen^ 
tlemen  supported  and  opposed  the  prosecntioit  oif 
theexpedition.  JMrmative — Messrs.  H olmcs, 8nM«^'- 
THER,  Brown,  Fdrd,  Gross  of  New  York,  Cwlm:^^ 
Nelson,  and  Rhea.  Negative — Messrs.  SonTBaiit^" 
Floyd,  Johnson,  Cocke,  Foot,  and  STonna.  - -* 

Mr.  Holmes  had  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
$495,000 ;  being,  in  effect,  a  proposition  to 
the  appropriation  for  the  pn^eeutton  of  tiM ! 
souri  expedition  to  its  ultimate  objects. 

At  the  close  of  the  debate,  the  qoestion  on 
proposition  was  decided,  by  yeas  and  nays,  bf1|l# 
tollowin«r  vote :  For  that  sum,  77  ;  against  it  8fti^ 

On  Mr.  Trimrle's  motion,  the  TOte  wis  ^^ 
his  motion.  77;  against  it,  84.  '* 

On  mouon  of  Mr.  Cobr  to  fill  the  Uanli  wil|i> 
$450,000,  (predicated  on  the  maintenaaee  of  lili^ 
expedition  at  the  Council  Bluffs,)  the  qacs^«i# 
not  takoi  bv  yeas  and  nays,  but  was  decide#<a9^ 
firmatively,  oy  a  large  maj<mty ;  and  the  BiiMr^ 
adjourned.  -'^' 
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TuEsnAT,  March  14. 
Mr.  SMTTB,  from  Am  ConuniOef  on 
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Academy ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Slocumb,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  directed  to  inquire,  and  report 
to  this  House,  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what, 
measures  are  necessary  to  be  taken  for  the  greater 
security  of  debt>  due  the  United  States  in  conse- 
quence of  certain  loans  of  powder,  lead,  and  other 
munitions  belonging  to  Government,  havmg  been 
made  to  private  citizens,  by  an  ofl&cer  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes.  .      „      . ,  r    u 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  requested  to  communicate  to 
this  House  any  information  which  may  have  been 
received  by  the  Department  of  State,  or  other  Ex- 
ecutive department,  of  the  amount  of  claims  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  for  Spanish  spo- 
liations upon  their  property  and  commerce,  or  those 
for  which  the  Spanish  Government  are  ^eJd  re- 
sponsible. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
Tiding  by  law  for  the  satisfaction  of  unlocated 
warrants,  which  have  issued  to  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment ; 
and,  also,  Ifor  the  emanation  of  patents,  in  cases 
where  locations  have  been  made,  and  patents  not  ob- 
toined  ;  and  Messrs.  Ca.mpbell,  Beecher,  Nelson  ^ 
of  Virginia,  Brown,  and  Sloan,  were  appointed  i 
a  committee  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution.  j 

Mr.  Bloomfield  submitted  the  following  reso-  I 
lution :  ; 

Resolved,  That  Brigadier  General  BoyJ.of  the  Army 
of  the  Unilcd  States  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain, 
be  »dmilteJ  within  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  said  resolution  being  read,  Mr.  Floyd 
moved  to  lay  the  same  on  the  table ;  which  mo- 
tion was  negatived,  and  the  resolve  was  agreed  to. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit:  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Harding,  Giles 
Harding,  John  Shute,  and  John  Nichols;  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Gabriel  Godfroy  ;  and  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  Lefevre,  were  read  twice,  and 
severally  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Cassin, 
widow  and  administratrix  of  Patrick  Cassin.  de- 
ceased ;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Swariwout ; 
and  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rosalie  P.  Deslonde ; 
in  which  last  mentioned  bills  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a  re- 
port of  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  "  relative 
to  the  progress  that  has  been  made  in  building  the 
lighthouse  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,"  ren- 
dered in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  9th  in- 
stant ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Mili- 

a Establishment  for  the  year  1820. 
he  item  of  fortifications  next  presenting  itself 
DDsideration — and  the  question  being  on  con- 


currence with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  ia 
filling  the  blank  for  the  amount  with  the  sum  of 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars — 

Mr.  BuTLEH,  of  New  Hampshire,  said  he  was 
opposed  to  the  appropriation  of  §800,000  for  forti- 
fication ;  §500.000  only  was  appropriated  last  year, 
and  that  sum  will  continue  the  work  this  year. 
You  cannot  expect  to  complete  your  works  of  de-< 
fence,  on  an  extensive  coast,  in  one  year,  nor  in 
many  years.     Very  large  sums  have  been  expended 
I  in  works  of  defence  annually,  and  more  than  twelve 
I  millions  have  been  expended  since  the  year  1789. 
j  Now  our  Treasury  is  empty,  we  are  required  to 
i  increase  this  expenditure  §300,000.     You  are  told 
1  that  contracts  are  made  ;  that  the  Secretary  wants 
the  money ;  that  he  must  have  il  ;  nothing  less 
than  he  demands  will  do.     This  plea  of  necessity 
you  have  at  every  session.     If  you  propose  a  re- 
duction of  the  expenditures,  you  are  charged  with 
want  of  confidence  in  the  departments.     Thus,  sir, 
you  are  the  humble  servant  of  the   Executive. 
B|ssing  appropriation  bills  has  become  a  matter 
oTcourse.     It  is  even  considered  uncivil  to  hesitate 
I  in  giving  the  sum  demanded.     You  may  as  well 
authorize,  by  a  general  act,  each  Department  to 
use  what  money  they  may  want,  if  it  is  in  the 
i  Treasury,  and,  if  not,  to  loan  it.     You  are  toW 
'  that  you  cannot  refuse  the  money  they  ask.     If 
I  you  believe  they  waste  the  money,  you  must  itn- 
I  peach  them,  or  pass  resolutions  about  them.     Sir, 
i  the  Treasurer  informs  us  that  there  will  be  a  defi- 
1  cit  of  five  millions  of  dollars :  that  "  whether  we 
augment  the  revenue  or  diminish  the  expenditure, 
a  loan  will  be  necessary."     If  you  propose  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  Army,  there  is  a  cry  of  war,  and  a  war 
;  bill  is  laid  on  your  table.     If  you  propose  to  abolish 
the  Military   Academy,  that  sink  of  dissipation, 
you  are  told  that  military  science  will  be  forgotten, 
and  martial  spirit  and  ardor  will  become  extinct 
in  your  country.     If  you  propose  to  stay  your  band 


in  fortifying  your  extensive  coast   and   building 
islands  %  the  sea,  large  specks  of  war  are  seen; 
your  cities  will  be  demolished,  unless  the  work  is 
done  without  delay.     Sir,  your  expenditures  are 
i  increasing  faster  than  your  revenue.     The  Trea- 
surer informs  us,  in  his  report  on  the  bank,  that 
our  currency  has  fallen,  in  three  years,  from  one 
hundred  and  ten  millions  to  forty-five  millions  of 
dollars,  and  that  our  exports  have  sunk  in  foreign 
markets  fifty  per  cent.;  that  general  distress  per- 
vades our  country.     If  this  be  correct,  his  estimate 
'  of  the  revenue  from  customs  will  prove  too  high, 
'  and,  I  fear,  from  the  sale  of  public  lands  also.     He 
says,  in   the  same   report,   "  whether   commerce, 
splendid  mansions,  or  public  lands,  be  the  object 
'■  of  desire,  the  means  by  which  the  gratification  is 
to  be  secured  are  bank  credits."     Sir,  the  Govern- 
ment, as  well  as  individuals,  must  economize,  or 
our  situation  will  become  deplorable.     A  public 
'  debt  is  not  a  public  blessing.     Your  debt  is  now 
I  about  ninety  millions  of  dollars.     Make  another 
war,  and  add   ninety  millions  more,  and  the  fate 
of  the  nation  is  fixed.     Economy  and  retrenchment 
seemed  to  be  the  order  of  the  day  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session.     These  are  delicious  words  to 
the  readers  of  Congressional  speeches ;  but  they 


Mabch,  1820. 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


MilUary  ApproprUUiaiu, 


1638 


will  soon  depreciate,  like  your  currency,  unless  I 
you  give  them  force  and  meaning  by  your  acts 
Long  speeches  about  economy,  such  as  we  had 
about  slavery,  will  not  suffice  with  the  people 
You  must  curtail  your  expenditures,  or  the  people 
will  not  submit  to  your  power.  They  will  elect 
men  who  will  diminish  their  burdens. 
I  Mr.  Cocke,  opposed  the  filling  the  blank  with 

f    ded°r°^'  """^   ^''  ^'"''"'  ''*"  ^^^y^a^d'  de- 

The  question  was  decided  affirmatively,  by  veas 
and  nays,  103  votes  to  51,  as  follows :  ^  ^ 

r.J^nZ^*"'^'^^^^  Alexander.   Archer  of  Virgi- 

?Cl  'r  T"^";"'^^  ^"^"'"'  B»tler  of  Louisiana 
rTul  ^  n  r**^'''  Crawford,  Crowell.  Cu.hman, 
Cutbbert.  Darlington.  Davidson.  Dennison,  Dewitt 
D.ck.n.on  Dowse,  E.rle,  Edward,  of  Connecticut, 
f  V ''  W'  ^**'«"'  ^'''*^'  ''""«^'  I-^u'lerton,  Grosa 
Itj,  H.U  of  Delaware,  H.hahinan,  Hill,  Holmes.  Hook«, 

iwlUe  L.nn  Lowndes,  Lyman.  Maclav.  McLaoe 
of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky.  Maaon,  Meech, 
Meiga  S.  Moore  Monell,  NeaJe.  iNel«,n  of  Masaachu- 
aet^  r^claon  ol  Virginia.  Newton,  Parker  of  Maaaa- 
cbuaetu,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patterson,  Phelp,,  Phil- 

?1h.  «^,"r^'  '^L"'^*"*  ^''"'''"'  ^^''^^  Khea,  Rogers. 
Settle,    b.lsbce,   Simpkin.,  Slocumb.  Smith  of  New 

8?v7k'  fT^°^-  ''^^r^''^"^'  B.  Smi.h  of  Virginia,  A. 
Smyth  of  V.rgm.a,  Smith  of  North  Carolinia  South- 
ard,  Stevens,  Storra,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York, 
Strother,  Swearingcn,  Tarr,  Terrell,  fompkins,  Triml 
ble,  Tucker  of  V.rgmia,  Wallace.  Warfidd.  Wen- 
dover,  Wh.lman,  Williama  of  Virginia,  and  Wood, 
n  ^*J"— ^"-''"-  Adams.  Allen  of  Tonnesspe,  Bnker 
Beecher,  Bryan,  Burwcll,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire.' 
Cannon,    CUgett.    Cocke,    Crafts,    Cu.'peper.    Eddy, 

of  New  V  ^l"'u  ^i^'^''^'  ^'y^  Foo..  Forrest.  H.^i 
^L  r  -l^'^'  "*''^'"'    "•""''    Hemphill.    Herrick, 

Jones  of  Tenneaaee  Kendall,  Lincoln.  Livermore, 
McCoy,  McCreary,   Mallary,    Manhand,    Metcalf    R 

mTZ\  S°l'  ^'"i"'^'  Overstreet.  Plumer,  Rich", 
Richard*  Richmond,  Rosa.  Ros,,  Sampson,  Shaw, 
Woan,    Strong    of  Vermont,  Taylor.    Tracy.    Tucker 

florin  Carolina. 


H.  or  R. 


The  question  was  also  taken  to  concur  with  the 

«!??»."  k!^.°^'^^  J^'*'^^^'  ^"  '^'''  amendment  to 
WI  the  blank  attached  to  the  item,  "for  the  Mili- 
ary Academy  at  West  Point,  for  fuel,  maps,  plans, 
books  and  apparatus,  and  contingent  expenses;'' 
with  the  sum  of  "  eighteen  thousand  threeliundred 

^nntTT.f/rKf°'^.^"'"  ^'>  ^'^°'  ^^  their  amend- 
ment to  fill  the  blank  attached  tc!  the  item,  "for 
completing  the  buildings,"  [at  West  Point,!  with 
the  sum  oT  "  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  ;- 
as  foilbw' : '"         «ffi^niative-yeas  112,  nays  42, 

.K^*^•~A^*u""•  ^^'}^^'  Alexander,  Allen  of  Masaa- 
chuaetta,  Archer   ofV.rga.ia,    Baker,    Baldwin    Bar- 
hour    Bateman.  Beecher,  Bloon.field,   Boden.  Brown 
Brush,  Bryan    Buffum,  BurweJI,  Duller  of  Louisiana' 

r^K^^.^n*   ^'^^'    ^''^f^^'^'    t^^^^ell.    Cuahman 
Culhbert,  Darlington.   Davidson,    Dennison,    DewiiL 
Dickinson,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edward.  1 
of  Pcnnajlrtnia,  Edward.  ofNorth  Carolina,  Fiaher 


Foot,  Ford,  Fuller,  Gross  of  New  York  Onvnn  w     i. 
ley.  Hall  of  New    York,   Hall  ^f  DeWe    Ha.l5* 
H.n   Holmea,  Hoate.ter  John-on,  Jo^erorPe  "n?.^' 
Kent,  Kmsey,  Kmsley.  Lathrop,  Little,  Lincoln   uS' 
Lowndea,  Lyman,  McLane  of  Delaware     McLean  rf 
Kentucky,  Mallary,  March.nd,  Mason,  Meech  Me^ 
R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Monell,  Morion,  NeJwn„fM!!l 
sachuaetts.  Neljon   of  Virginia.    Ne;ton    P^^k.^tf 
Maa.achu.etts.  Patterson,  Phelps.  Pinckney.  Puc"er 
Plumer.  R.nk.n,  Reed,  Rhea.  Rich,  Richmcid.  ^41' 
8mtk!?T'"l  ^'^*^'  S'lsbee.  Simpkins.  SlocTm^ 
Sm.lh  of  New  Jersey.  Smith  of  Maryland.  B.  Smith  of 
\  irginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia.  Smith  of  North  C.ri 
hna.  Southard,  Storra,   Street,  Strong  of  New  Y^T 
Strolher    Swe.ringen,    Taylor.    Ter'rell,    Tompk^t 

Lr'w     T"''  l^u^"  °f  ^•^«'""'  Wallace,  WL^ 
field^Wendover,  Whitman,  Williama  of  Virginia.  .^ 

n  ^Z^';;?**''^?'  '^''■'""'  A"en  of  Tennessee,  Bayly 
Butler  of  New  Hampshire.  Campbell.  Cannon.  Clag% 
Cocke.  Crafta.  Culpeper,  Fay,  Floyd.  Folger,  FoJ?^^ 

Hibshman,  Hooks,  Kendall.  Livermore,  McCoy,  Mc 
Cre.ry.Me,ca^  Murray,  Neale.  Overstreet,  Parker 
o  Virginia.  Ph.lson,  P.ndall,  Richards.  Ro.s.  Settle' 
Slonn,  Stevens,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Tarr,  Tucker  of 
South  Carohna.  Upham,  Walker.  Williams  of  North 
i^aroltna. 

The  question  was  taken  to  concur  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  amendment  to 
fill  the  blank  attached  to  the  item  "  for  cannon 
and  shot,  to  fulfil  existing  contracts,  and  for  the 
purchase  of  flints  and  timber  for  travelling  car- 
riages,'  with  the  sum  of  "forty-three  thousand 
dollars;    and  determined  in  the  negative 

The  blank  was  then  filled  with  th'esum  of  "fiftv- 
thrce  thousand  dollars."  ' 

f?K  ^feu^",^^^*^''  to  concur  with  the  Committee 
01  the  W  hole  in  striking  out  the  clause  makimr 
an  appropriation  for  tiie  completion  of  the  arsenal 

at  Augusta,  in  Georgia 

Some  debate  took  place  between  Messrs.  Cobb. 
bMJTH,  of  Maryland,  Reio,  and  CoTHBEBT.on  the 
subject.  When,  on  the  question  being  taken,  the 
House  refused  to  strike  out  that  clause  ;  and  agreed 
1^0' Lnc  ^^^u^  with  the  sum  of  «27,000,  viz: 
^^r£S  r  ,  ^^^.  completion  of  the  arsenal,  and 
^^,ii{)u  tor  draining  the  marsh  near  it. 

The  next  item  which  excited  attention,  was  that 
which  embraces  an  appropriation  of  ^,776  000 
for  the  payment  of  the  military  and  Revolutionary 
pensioners.     Hereupon  arose  a  debate.     It  began 
by  Mr.  Barbour's  objecting  to  the  amount  of  this 
appropriation,  because  of  his  intention  to  propose 
certain  restrictive  provisions  on  the  subject,  which, 
It  adopted,  would  reduce  the  number  of  Revolu- 
tionary pensioners.    The  debate  was  kept  up  with 
some  animation  until  near  four  o'clock ;  when  the 
House  decided,  by  yeas  and  nay.s,  to  agree  to  the 
above  amount  of  appropriation,  being  necessary  to 
the  payment  of  the  pensions  actually  granted. 
The  yeas  and  nays  stood  as  follows: 
\ka8 — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachu- 
setts, Allen  of  New  York.  Allen  of  I'ennessee.  Baker, 
Baldwin,  Bateman.  Bayly.  Bloomfield.  B.»den,  Brush' 
Buffum.  Butler  of  New  Hampahire,  Butler  of  Lou- 
umna.  Case,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cook,  Cuthinan,  Cuth- 
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b«rt,  DarliDgton,  DaviJson,  Dennison,  Dickinson, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwarde>  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Fay,  Folger,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Gross  of  New 
York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Guyon,  Hall  of  New 
York,  Hardin,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hibshman,  Hill, 
Holmes,  Kendall,  Kent,  Kinsley,  Latbrop,  Little,  Lin- 
coln, Livermore,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McCreary,  Mallary, 
Mason,  Meech,  Meigs,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Moneli, 
Morton,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts, 
Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  of  Massachusetts, 
Patterson,  Phelps,  Pinckncy,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rhea, 
Richmond,  Rogers,  Russ,  Sampson,  Shaw,  Silsbee, 
Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Southsrd,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Taylor,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Upham,  Wallace, 
Wendover,  Whitman,  and  Wood — 94. 

Nats —  Messrs.  Alexander,  Archer  of  Virginia, 
Barbour,  Beecher,  Brown,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Camp- 
bell, Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafla,  Crawford,  Crow- 
ell,  Culpeper,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Ervin, 
Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Fullcrton,  Hall  of  Delaware, 
Hooks,  Hosletter,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Tennersoe,  Kin- 
■ey,  Linn,  Lowndes,  McCoy,  McLanc  of  Delaware, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  Metcalf,  Overstreet,  Parker 
of  Virginia,  Pbilson,  Pindall,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rich, 
Richards,  Ross,  Settle,  Simpkins,  Slocumb,  B.  Smith 
of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North 
Carolina,  Strother,  Swearingcn,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tucker 
of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Walker, 
'Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Caro- 
lina— 57. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  being  gone  through,  the  said  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 


Wednesday,  March  15. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  statements  of 
the  sums  which  have  been  actually  paid,  since  the 
peace  establishment,  to  the  general  officers  and 
their  staff,  specifying  particularly  on  what  account, 
to  whom,  and  when  paid,  rendered  in  obedience 
to  the  resolution  of  the  7th  of  January  last ;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hooks,  the  Committee  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  having 
buoys  placed  on  certain  parts  ot  the  coast  and  in- 
lets of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  to  direct  ves- 
sels in  to  the  different  channels. 

Accompanying  the  above  resolution,  is  a  letter 
from  the  Grovernor  of  North  Carolina  to  Mr. 
Hooks,  enclosing  a  report  of  the  civil  engineer 
of  that  State,  showing  the  necessity  of  placing 
buoys  on  its  coast  and  inlets. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  a  port  of  entry  at  the 
mouth  of  Pascagoula,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw, 

Retolced,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  direct- 
ed to  lay  before  this  House  the  amount  of  money  re- 
ceived under  the  act  providing  for  the  deduction  of  two 
per  cent  from  the  sale  of  prizes  csptured  by  private 
armed  vessels,  and  condemned  under  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  for  the  benefit  of  the  disa- 
bled officers  and  seamen  of  such  private  armed  vessels; 


also  the  number  of  invalids,  together  with  the  amount 
of  the  pensions  charged  upon  that  fund,  as  well  as  the 
amount  paid  to  the  widows  and  children  of  such  offi- 
cers and  seamen,  slain  in  such  service,  and  the  amount 
of  the  balance,  if  any,  remaining  in  tho  hands  of  the 
Treasurer,  of  the  above  fund  unapplied. 

Mr.  Slocdmb  moved  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  joint  resolution  submitted  by 
him  on  the  6th  instant,  to  fix  the  period  for  the  ter- 
mination of  the  present  Congress.  The  motion 
was  negatived. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit:  1.  Anaclfor  the  relief  of  Mary  Cassin,  widow 
and  administratrix  of  Patrick  Cassin,  deceased ; 

2.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Swartwout ;  and, 

3.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rosalie  P.  Deslonde ; 
were  severally  read  twice  and  referred,  the  first  and 
third  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  the  second 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled,  "An  act  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  military  service  of  tbe  United 
States  for  the  year  1820,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Wholej  on  the  appropriation  bill  for  the 
payment  of  the  civil  list. 

Considerable  discussion  took  place  on  some  of 
the  items  of  the  bill ;  particularly  on  that  appro- 
priating the  salary  of  a  thousand  dollars  to  the 
reporter  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court.  A 
motion  to  strike  out  that  clause  failed  by  a  large 
majority. 

The  Committee  had  not  gone  through  the  bill 
at  half-past  three  o'clock,  when  the  Committee 
rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again. 


Thursday,  March  16. 

Mr.  Beecher,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, reported  "A  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  cause  the  laws  of  Michigan  Territory 
to  be  printed  and  distributed;"  which  was  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ervin,  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  far  altering  the  law  for 
selling  real  estate  lor  taxes,  in  the  said  District,  as^ 
to  allow  to  minors  the  right  of  the  equity  of  re- 
demption, two  years  after  they  shall  have  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  by  complying  with 
the  conditions  now  required  bv  law. 

Mr.  Foot  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

Retolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
bo  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repeal- 
ing, or  amending  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate 
and  fix  the  compensation  of  the  clerks  in  the  different 
offices,"  passed  April  20,  1818. 

The  resolution  being  read,  was  amended,  by 
striking  out  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  inserting  a  select  committee;  and  the  question 
being  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  said  resolution,  as 
amended,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
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GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  occupied  in  de- 
bate on  the  civil  appropriation  bill ;  and  chiefly  on 
the  clause  which  proposes  an  appropriation  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-one  thousand  dollars  "for  com- 
pleting the  contracts  for  constructing  the  road  from 
Washinffton,  Pennsylvania,  to  Wheeling,  made 
during  the  year  1817." 

On  this  there  was  a  rather  animated  debate; 
wn'  ^'-°^^**^  having  moved  to  strike  it  out  of  the 
bill.  The  objections  to  it  were,  principally,  1. 
1  o  the  power  of  Congress  to  construct  roads  at  all ; 

u  '  ?'  '^°  ^^^  nature  of  the  contracts,  some  of 
which  It  was  suggested  had  originated  in  collusion 
and  fraud. 

After  deciding  the  question  on  Mr.  StocuMB'a 
motion  in  the  negative,  the  Committee  rose,  and 
the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  March  17. 
Mr.  Sampson  presented  a  petition  of  Moses  Elias 
Levy,  stating  that  he  has  lately  arrived  in  the 
United  States,  and  intends  to  become  a  citizen 
thereof,  as  soon  as  the  laws  upon  the  subject  of 
naturalization  will  permit;  and  praying  that  he 
may,  in  the  mean  time,  be  authorized  to  purchase 
and  hold  real  estate  in  the  territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bills  from  the  Senate  of 
the  following  titles,  to  wit:  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Frederick  Goetz  and  Carl  W.  Westphal,  and  of 
the  heirs  of  Abraham  Neppes,  deceased ;"  and  "An 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  Gabriel  Godfroy,"  made  re- 
Dorts  thereon,  and  recommending  that  the  said 
bills  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  said  bills  and  reports,  severally,  were  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Williams  also  reported  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary 
Cassin,  widow  and  administratrix  of  Patrick  Cas- 
sin, deceased,"  without  amendment,  and  the  bill 
was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-  1 
morrow. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Kobert  Swartwout,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Robertson  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution :  * 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
ttvesofthe  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, I  hat  the  consent  of  Congress  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  given  to  a  compact,  or  agreement, 
made  and  concluded  by  and  between  the  States  of 
Kentucky  ar.d  Tennessee,  at  Frankfor^  in  Kentucky 
on  the  second  day  of  February.  1820,  to  adjust  and 
esUbhsh  the  boundary  line  between  them,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

The  resolution  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 
An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 


State  to  cause  the  laws  of  Michigan  Territory  to  be 
printed  and  distributed,  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed.  ' 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Prebidekt 
OF  THE  Uniteo  States,  which  is  as  follows: 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  State*  : 

It  being  stipulated  by  the  fourth  article  of  the  arU- 

cles  of  agreement  and  cession,  entered  into  on  the  24th 

of  April     1802,  with  the  State  of  Georgia,  that  the 

United  States  should,   at  their  own  expense,  cxUn- 

guish,  for  the  use  of  that  Sute,  as  soon  as  it  might  be 

done  on  reasonable  terms,  the  Indian  title  to  all  lands 

withm  lU  limits;  and  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  beinff 

desirous  to  make  a  further  acquisition  of  said  lands  at 

this  time,  presuming  that  it  may  be  done  on  reasona- 

ble  terms;  and  it  being  also  represented  that  property 

of  considerable  value,  ^hich   had  been  Uken  brthe 

Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians  from  citizens  of  Georgia 

the  restoration  of  which  had  been  provided  for  by  difl 

ferent  treaties,  but  which  has  never  been  made,  it  ia 

proposed  to  hold  a  treaty  with  those  nations,  and  more 

particularly  with  the   Creeks,    in  the  course  of  this 

Summer  ;  for  the  attainment  of  these  objects,  I  submit 

the  subject  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  that  a 

sum  adequate  to  the  expenses  attending  such  a  treaty 

may  be  appropriated,  should  Congress  deem  it  exoe- 

dieot.  *^ 

,^  „      .  JAMES  MONROE. 

Washinotok,  March  17,  1820. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Another  Message  was  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent or  THE  United  States,  which  is  as  follows: 

To  the  House  of  Representatives : 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  accompanied  with  statements  of  tbe 
annual  expenditures  made  in  the  construction  of  the 
road  leading  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, to  the  State  of  Ohio,  from  the  year  1806  to  the 
year  1820. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
WASBiiroTOir,  March  17,  1820. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  also  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  appropriation  bill  for  de- 
fraying the  civil  expenses  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  amend  the 
same,  by  inserting  the  following  appropriation : 

"  For  holding  a  treaty  with  the  Creek  and  Cbero> 
kee  nations  of  Indians,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  s 
further  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title  to  all  the 
lands  within  the  limits  of  Georgia,  pursoant  to  the 
fourth  condition  of  the  first  article  of  the  article*  of 
agreement  and  cession  concluded  between  the  United 
Sutes  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  on  the  24th  day  of 
April,  1802,  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollara." 

Mr.  Cobb  followed  his  motion  with  the  follow- 
ing remarks : 

Mr.  Chairman,  although  the  subject-matter  of 
the  motion  just  submitted  may  excite  but  little 
interest  in  the  Committee,  on  account  of  its  local 
application,  yet  it  is  one  of  very  great  importance 
to  the  State  of  Georgia.    It  is  the  same  whick 
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was  submitted  by  me  a  few  days  past,  during  the 
discussion  of  the  military  appropriation  bill,  but 
which  was  withdrawn,  from  a  suggestion  that  it 
could  be  attached  to  this  bill  with  greater  pro- 

friety.  Uninteresting  as  my  remarks  may  prove, 
ask  the  patient  indulgeiice  of  the  Committee  to 
a  plain  statement  of  facts,  showing  not  simply  the 
propriety  of  the  appropriation,  but  an  undoubted 
oUigation  on  the  General  Government  to  accom- 
plish the  purposes  for  which  it  is  asked,  as  soon  as 
possible.  If  this  obligation  is  not  shown,  I  shall 
not  expect  my  motion  to  succeed. 

The  object  of  the  appropriation  is  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  a  treaty  or  treaties  with  the  Creek 
and  Cherokee  Indians,  for  obtaining  an  extin- 
guishment of  their  title  to  all  the  lands  within 
the  limits  of  Georgia,  according  to  the  stipulations  \ 
of  the  agreement  referred  to  in  the  motion.  From 
the  public  prints  my  colleagues  and  myself  have 
learned  that  this  subject  has  engaged  the  serious 
attention  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, at  their  late  session,  and  that  a  memorial  has  j 
been  addressed  by  that  body  to  the  Executive  of 
the  United  States,  remonstrating  against  a  longer 
delay  in  fulfilling  this  agreement.     Although  it 

ocu- 


d  seem,  from  tha^^erms  in  which  this  & 

ment  is  mentioned  in  the  newspapers,  that  the 
Senators  and  Representatives  from  Georgia  were 
required  to  afford  their  aid  in  giving  to  it  some 
effect,  it  is  acknowledged  on  my  part,  and  I  pre- 
sume I  may  make  the  same  acknowledgment  for 
the  whole  delegation,  that  no  notice  of  its  trans- 
mission has  been  received,  either  from  any  person 
in  the  State  of  Georgia,  or  at  this  place.  But  a 
knowledge,  however  derived,  that  the  Legislature 
of  Georgia  have  acted  upon  this  subject,  is  deemed 
of  sufficient  authority  by  me  for  bringing  the 
claims  of  that  State  before  Congress,  which  is  the 
onlv  branch  of  the  Government  before  which  I 
could  venture  to  offer  them,  without  being  deemed 
officious.  It  is  true  that  claims  from  Georgia 
have  not  heretofore  met  with  the  most  favorable 
reception  even  from  Congress,  but  this  circum- 
stance shall  not  deter  me  from  discharging  my 
duty. 

At  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  in- 
deed at  a  much  later  period,  the  State  of  Georgia 
found  herself  possessed  of  an  extensive  territory, 
with  very  limited  pecuniary  resources,  and  a  pop- 
ulation inconsiderable  as  to  numbers.  In  addition 
to  the  extent  of  surface  now  embraced  within  her 
boundaries,  she  claimed,  by  an  undoubted  title,  all 
that  fine  region  of  country  now  forming  the  States 
of  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  with  the  exception 
of  that  portion  of  West  Florida  which  has  been 
added  to  them.  By  the  adoption  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  in  common  with  the  other  States,  , 
she  imposed  upon  herself  a  prohibition  to  make 
war,  or  conclude  treaties,  and  thus  lost  the  power 
to  extinguish  the  Indian  title  to  the  lands  she  thus 
claimed,  by  conquest  or  purchase ;  and  it  is  worthy 
of  remark,  that,  after  this  event,  the  General  Gov- 
ernment never  did  extinguish  the  Indian  title  to 
oae  acre  of  her  lands  for  her  benefit,  until  after 
the  conclusion  of  the  articles  of  agreement  and 
cession.    The  consequence  was,  that  her  popula- 


tion and  resources  were  bat  little  increased  for  a 

period  of  fifteen  years.  Her  wish,  united  with  her 
inability,  to  increase  ihem,  induced  her  to  yield  to 
the  invitation  of  the  Government  of  the  Union, 
and  on  the  24th  April,  1802,  the  cession  was  made. 
It  b  true  that,  in  this  instrument,  another  consid- 
eration (81,250,000)  is  mentioned.  But  it  will 
nol  be  contended  that  this  inconsiderable  sum  c^n 
be  declared  an  adequate  price  for  the  relinquish- 
ment of  a  territory  so  extensive  and  valuable. 
Indeed,  it  is  mentioned  in  the  first  condition  of 
the  first  article,  that  this  sum  was  paid  by  the 
United  States  "  as  a  consideration  for  the  expenses 
incurred  by  the  State  of  Georgia  in  relation  to  the 
said  territory."  How  and  upon  what  account 
these  expenses  were  incurred,  I  am  not  fully  in- 
formed, nor  is  it  necessary  to  be  shown.  That 
considerable  debts  were  contracted,  and  that  some 
of  them  probably  yet  remain  unpaid,  I  have  strong 
reasons  to  believe.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  leading  consideration  was  that  which  I  have 
ment|j)ned — a  des'ire  to  extend  the  bounds  of  her 
white  population,  and  thus  to  increase  her  strength 
and  her  respectability  in  the  Union. 

To  judge   simply  by   the  face  of  the  map,  it 
would  appear  that  the  State  of  Georgia  yet  has 
an  extent  of  territory  reserved  to  herself  equal,  or 
nearly  equal,  in  square  miles  to  any  other  State  in 
the  Union.     This  is  admitted.    But  let  it  not  be 
thence  inferred  that  she  will  be  equally  rich  and 
populous.     Fully  one-half,  and  perhaps  more,  of 
that  surface,  is  of  that  description  of  land  called 
pine  barren,  and  is  remarkable  only  for  its  poverty. 
Another  portion  is  too  mountainous  and  sterile  to 
admit  of  a  dense   population.     Perhaps,  also,  it 
may  not  be  generally  understood  in  the  Commit^ 
'  tee,  that    the   Indian    title  to  fully  one-half,  and 
probably   the   most   valuable   halt,  of  the   lands 
:  within  the  boundaries  of  the  State  is  yet  unextin- 
guished.    Fully  two-thirds  of  the  part  to  which  it 
I  has  been  extinguished  is  of  the  description  I  have 
1  mentioned,  to  wit :  a  wild   barren  waste  of  pine 
j  lands,  or  mountain  peaks  and  ridges  not  moresus- 
I  ceptible  of  cultivation.    Her  valuable  lands  are 
yet  possessed  by  the  Indians.     To  these  circum- 
stances are  to  be  attributed  the  small  population  of 
'  the  State,  and  the  paucity  of  her  Representatives 
!  on  this  floor.     Surpassed  in  extent  of  surface  by 
few  other  States,  Georgia  is  yet  called  one  of  the 
i  small    States.     The  Committee  will    be  able  to 
judge  whether  she  intended  to  fix  upon    herself 
this  title,  after  hearing  the  following  portion  of 
I  the  article.'?  of  cession  read.     The  fourth  condition 
of  the  first  of  those  articles  is  as  follows: 

"That  the  United  States  nhall,  at  their  own  ei- 
'  penae,  extingai^h,  for  the  use  of  Georgia,  aa  early  as 
'  the  same  can  be  peaceably  obtained  on   reasonable 

terms,  the  Indian  title  to  the  county  of  Tallaasee ; 
'  and  the  lands  left  out  by  the  line  drawn  with  the 

Creeks,  in  the  year  1798,  which  bad  been  previously 
I  granted  by  the  State  of  Georgia,  both  which  tracts 
'  bad  formerly  been  yielded  by  the  Indiana,  and  to  the 

lands  within  the  forks  of  Oconee  and  Oakmulgee  riv- 
I  ers,  for  which   several   objects   the  President  of  the 

United   States  has  directed   that  a  treaty  should  be 

immediately  held  with  the  Creeks,  and  that  the  United 
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States  ahall,  in  the  same  manner,  also  extinguish  the 
Indian  title  to  all  the  other  lands  within  the  State  of 
Georgia." 

Before  I  proceed  further,  to  inquire  whether  the 
United  States  have  fulfilled,  as  far  as  they  could 
this  condition,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  mention 
that  the  "county  of  Tallas.see^'  was  a  strip  of 
pifte  barren  land  of  little  value.  "The  land  left 
out  by  the  line  drawn  with  the  Creeks  in  1798" 
was  another  strip  of  about  thirty  miles  in  len«rth 
and  four  m  breadth,  also  of  little  value.  Althou<rh 
once  yielded  by  the  Indians,  possession  of  the*sc 
had  been  resumed,  in  consequence  of  an  improper 
marking  of  the  line  between  the  whites  and  In- 
dians. The  "lands  in  the  forks  of  Oconee  and 
Oakmulgee  rivers"  were  obtained  soon  after  the 
execution  of  the  articles,  and  are  the  only  val- 
uable lands  which  have  been  since  acquired  "for 
the  use  of  Georgia." 

In  remarking  upon  the  clause  of  the  article  just 
read,  I  request  the  Committee  to  observe,  that  in 
another  part  ofthe contract  it  is  called  an  "express 
condition,"  and  that  the  cession  of  territory  by 
Georgia  is  declared  to  be  "  subject  thereto."  Noth-  I 
mg  can  be  more  explicit  than  is  the  nature  and  i 
extent  of  the  obligation  imposed  upon  the  Govern- 1 

?S!!  °*  J*^.?   ^^"'^^"^   ^^^^^^   ^y   ^^'5  condition,  i 
They  shall,  in  the  same  manner,  that  is,  "  at  I 
their  own  expense,"  and  "as  early  as  the  same  I 
can  be  peaceably  obtained  upon  reasonable  terms  "  I 
also  extingish  the  Indian  title  to  all  the  other  lands 
within  the  State  of  Georgia."     The  words  suffi- 
ciently explain  themselves,  and  lead  at  once  to  the  I 
inquiry.    Has  this  condition  been  complied  with  ! 
by  the  Federal  Government  ?     Has  this  o\A\^-  I 
Uon  been  discharged,  or  even  facilities  to  its  speedy  ' 
discharge  created  ?     It  is  demonstrable  that  the  \ 
United  States  have  done  neither  the  one  nor  the 
other.     A  particular  reference  to  the  words  and  ! 
terras  of  all   the  treaties  which  have  since  been  i 
held  with  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians  would  ■■ 
prove  more  tiresome  than  instructive.     I  will  only  ! 
advert  to  them  from  memory,  promising  to  give  i 
inore  particular  explanations  if  necessary.     With  I 
the  exception  of  the  treaty  or  treaties  alluded  to 
in  the  clause  as  being  "directed"  for  obtainin^r 
the  lands  m  the   forks  of  the  Oconee  and  Oak"- 
mulgee  rivers,  no  others  were  subsequently  held 
with  the  Creek  Indians  by  which  any  lands  were 
acquired  for  Georgia  until   the  Treaty   of  Fort 
Jackson    in    1814.     By  that,  the  United    States 
acquired,  for  themselves,  that  fine  rich  region  since 
formed  into  the  State  of  Alabama.     Could  not 
this  obligation  of  the  General  Government  have 
then  been  discharged  ?   Could  not  an  extensive  and 
valtiable  acquisition  have  then  been  obtained,  of! 
lands  within  the  limits  of  Georgia  ?     What  cause  ' 
could  have  prevented  it  ?     If  it  was  thought  im- 
politic that  the  whole  acquisition  should  be  within 
Georgia,  why  not  a  part?     Shall  I  be  told  that  a 
part  was  m  Georgia  ?     It  is  true— but  such  a  part  • 
so  poor,  so  barren  is  its  quality,  (circumstances 
tnat  must  have  been  known,)  as  that,  instead  of 
being  of  use,  and  valuable,  it  proved  a  burden  upon 
the  people  of  the  State.     If  brought  into  market  to- 
morrow, it  would  not  command  a  price  sufficient 
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Tffir^S  fr^^  ^u^"""^  of  surveying  it :  and  it  h 
a  fact,  that,  for  this  very  reason,  the  Legislature 
of  Georgia  have  never  directed  it  to  be  furveved 
until  within  the  last  year.  It  may  be  possible, 
however,  that  more  could  not  have  been  acquirS 
in  Georgia.  I  will  not  say  it  could.  But  I  can 
discover  no  reason  why  it  could  not.  Since  this 
period,  some  other  lands  have  been  purchased  of 
the  Creeks,  but  they  are  too  inconsiderable  to  be 
further  noticed. 

^yith  the  Cherokees  also,  various  treaties  and 
various  purchases  of  land  have  been  made,  but  not 
for  the  "use  of  Georgia,"  or  in  the  fulfifment  of 
the  articles  of  cession.     The  lands  situated  in  the 
Great  Bend  of  Tennessee,  forming  the  rich  county 
ot  .Madison,  have  been  purchased.     At  that  time 
an  extinguishment  of  Indian  title  to  lands  in  Geor- 
gia  could   have   been  obtained.     The  Cherokee 
land,  adjacent  to  the  Georgia  frontier,  is  of  a  qual- 
ity inferior   to  those  of  Madison   county.     The 
Cherokees  could,  therefore,  have  had  no  objection 
to  selling  the  former  m  preference  to  the  latter 
It  may  well  be  doubted,  however,  whether  this 
contract  with  Georgia  was  then  even  thought  of. 
Since  that  period  other  purchases  have  been  made 
of  the   Cherokees,   but   for   whom?    Partly  for 
Georgia,  I  admit,  but  the  land  is  of  Uttle  value. 
With  the  exception  of  the  reservations  made  in 
favor  of  particular  Indians,  the  larger  portion  of 
It  IS  unfit  for  profitable  cultivation,  and  none  of  it 
rich.     It  differs  from  the  land  obtained  for  Geor- 
gia, by  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  in  this— the 
one  is  a  flat  pine  barren  country ;  the  other  scarcely 
less  barren,  but  mountainous.     The  purchases  of 
value  which  have  been  made  are  situate,  not  in 
Georgia,  but  in  Tennessee,  with  whom,  or  whose 
parent,  (North  Carolina)  no  such  contract  exists, 
for  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  titles.     In 
^us  alluding  to  the  acquisition  of  land  made  by 
Tennessee  to   the   evident   injury  of  Georgia.  I 
would  not  be  understood  as  envying  the  prosperity 
of  that   State;  I  fee^  no  such  envy,  nor  do  the 
people  of  the  State  I  in  part  represent.     On  the 
contrary,  I  but  use  their  own  language,  in  saying 
that  they  always  rejoice  on   beholding  the  rapid 
march  of  any  of  the  States  to  respectability.     But, 
as  I  have  said,  by  express  contract  no  obligation 
is  imposed  upon  the  United  States  to  extinguish  the 
Indian  title  to  lands  in  Tennessee  ;  y«t  it  has  been 
rapidly  extinguished  to  the  whole  of  them,  with  a 
very  small  exception,  and  the  population  of  Ten- 
nessee  now  does,  or   shortly  will,  extend   from 
North  Carolina  to  the  Mississippi ;  and   after  the 
next  census,  in  all  human  probability,  her  repre- 
sentation upon   this  floor  will  be  double  that  of 
Georgia.     In  adverting  to  this  system  of  favorit- 
ism. (I  know  no  better  name  for  it,)  I  would  do  it 
rather  as  a  fact,  by  which  to  show  the  obligation 
of  the  United  Slates,  under  this  contract,  to  be 
increased  and  strengthened,  if  possible,  and  not 
for  the  purpose  of  manifesting  any  jealousy  at  the 
rising  greatness  of  that  State.    It  is  her  duty  to  pro- 
mote her  own  interests  in  the  best  manner  she  can. 
But  I  have  a  right  to  show,  that,  in  thus  contribtit- 
ing  to  the  prosperity  of  Tennessee,  the  General 
Government  have  forgotten  their  obligations  to 
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Georgi?.,  who  was  one  of  "  the  good  old  thirteen 
States,"  as  they  have  been  called  ;  who  aided  in 
the  struggle  for  independence;  feebly  indeed,  but 
with  all  the  resources  she  possessed,  and  who 
yielded  a  country  almost  a  little  empire  in  itself  for 
the  express  purpose  of  obtaining  the  means  of  more 
speedily  acquiring  the  portion  she  had  reserved 
for  herself.  To  this  very  end  were  the  articles  of 
cession  concluded.  She,  however,  has  the  mortifi- 
cation to  discover  that  her  exertions  have  been  in 
Tain,  or  have  only  retarded  the  end  she  had  in 
yiew.  States  whose  names  were  scarcely  known 
a  (evf  vears  past,  have  sprung  up  around  her. 
Keritucky,  Ohio,  Illinois,  Indiana,  and  in  the  very 
territory  she  ceded,  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  have 
all  been  formed  and  admitted  into  the  Union  since 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  With  an  extent  of 
boundary  that  should  place  her  upon  an  equality 
with  any,  she  is  likely  to  be  outstripped  by  all  of 
them.  She  alone,  of  all  these,  seems  doomed  to 
be  a  "  small  State." 

I  have,  heretofore,  inquired  whether  the  United 
States  had  increased  the  facilities  to  the  discharge 
of  their  obligation  under  these  articles  ?  I  much 
fear  that  all  the  measures  they  have  pursued  with 
Indians  have  had  a  contrary  tendency.  Let  us 
look  at  the  facts.  Two-thirds  of  the  Creek  nation, 
and  the  whole  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  with  one 
exception,  are  within  the  State  of  Georgia.  By 
wars,  and  by  treaties,  the  Indians,  instead  of  hav- 
ing been  driven  from  her  frontiers  have  been  driven 
upon  them.  Urged  from  the  confines  of  Tennes- 
see, Alabama,  and  Florida,  they  are  now  pent  up 
within  that  portion  of  their  nation  which  is  in 
the  limits  of  Georgia,  within  that  very  portion  to 
which  the  United  States,  eighteen  years  ago,  en- 
gaged to  extinguish  their  title.  If  rumor  is  to  be 
credited,  their  numbers  are  soon  to  be  increased  by 
the  Indians  of  Florida,  who  are  to  be  removed  in 
the  event  of  the  ratification  of  the  late  treaty  with 
Spain.  1  will  say  no  more  on  this  subject,  except 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Qommittee  to  one  other 
act  to  which  the  United  States  are  a  party ;  I  mean 
an  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  upon 
which  I  shall  leave  the  Committee  to  place  their 
own  construction.  The  second  article  of  that 
treaty  is  as  follows : 

"The  United  States  will  guaranty  to  the  Creek  na- 
tion the  integrity  of  all  their  territory  eastwardly  and 
northwardly  of  the  said  line,  to  be  run  and  described 
M  mentioned  in  the  first  article." 

Now,  the  Creek  territory  east  and  north  of  this 
line  is,  for  the  most  part,  m  the  State  of  Georgia. 
To  suppose  that  this  article  means  nothing,  would 
be  doing  injustice  as  well  to  those  who  negotiated 
the  treaty  as  to  the  Government  which  ratified  it. 
Against  whose  claims  or  pretensions,  unless  those 
of  Georgia  are  intended,  or  for  what  objects,  was 
this  "  guaranty  of  integrity  of  territory"  made  ?  It 
IS  not  ray  intention  to  answer  the  question.  The 
words  are  plain,  and  can  as  well  be  understood  by 
the  Committee  as  by  me.  I  will  only  observe  that 
the  article  has  a  strange  coincidence  with  other 
wttsof  the  Government,  inspiring  a  belief  that  the 
fjower  of  executing  its  contract  with  Georgia  has 
"Wen  Toluntarily  placed  beyond  its  control.  | 


At  present,  I  know  of  no  other  method  by  which 
this  condition  of  the  cession,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  can  be  performed,  but  by  a  removal 
orthe  Indians.  That  this  measure,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, would  be  good  policy,  will  not  be 
doubted.  In  1817,  the  people  of  Georgia  were  in- 
spired with  a  hope  that  this  would  be  speedily  done. 
under  a  treaty  concluded  with  the  Cherokees4)y 
Governor  McMinn,  and  Generals  Jackson  and 
Merriwether.  By  this  an  arrangement  was  made 
for  the  removal  of  a  large  part  of  that  nation  to 
territory  of  the  United  States  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. A  part  of  the  nation  have  removed.  The 
arrangement,  substantially,  was  an  exchange  of 
territory.  A  census  was  to  be  taken,  and  in  the  pro- 
portion of  the  numbers  who  might  migrate  to  the 
west,  lands  on  the  east  of  the  Mississippi  should 
be  ceded  to  the  United  States.  However  great 
the  hope  of  substantial  benefit  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia might  sustain  from  this  treaty,  she  has  been 
disappointed  in  the  result.  Indeed,  the  whole  ar- 
rangement seems  to  be  at  an  end.  Although  all 
the  Indians  inhabiting  the  "lower  towns"  (and,  of 
course,  principally  in  Georgia,)  were  desirous  of 
removing  only  twelve  months  before,  it  seems  by  a 
subsequent  treaty,  concluded  at  this  place  in  1819, 
that  a  "greater  part  of  the  Cherokee  nation"  now 
desire  to  remain  on  the  east  of  the  Mississippi  "  in 
order  to  commence  those  measures  necessary  for 
their  civilization,  and  the  preservation  of  their  na- 
tion." It  is  true  that  by  each  of  these  cessions 
more  lands  were  yielded  by  the  Indians.  But,  as 
usual,  the  valuable  part  of  them  is  within  other 
States,  with  whom  the  United  States  have  no  con- 
tract. Unproductive  hills  and  mountains  are  the 
portion  of  Georgia.  When  she  may  look  forward 
for  the  execution  of  this  contract,  so  necessary  for 
her  prosperity,  I  cannot  tell.  Of  one  thing  I  am 
certain,  if  not  speedily  done,  I  shall  lose  all  hope 
of  its  ever  being  performed. 

The  motion  was  supfKjrted  also  by  Mr.  Coth- 
BERT  and  Mr.  Abbott  of  Georgia.  Messrs.  Rhea, 
LivERMORE,  and  Campbell,  also  engaged  in  the 
debate.  , 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  by  a  large  majority. 

In  the  progress  of  the  bill,  a  motion  was  made 
to  strike  out  of  the  appropriation  for  the  expenses 
of  the  commission  under  the  5lh  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  so  much  as  provides  a  compen- 
sation for  an  agent  under  that  treaty  ;  and,  after  a 
short  debate,  the  motion  was  agreed  to  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  WooDBRiOGE  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
introducing  an  appropriation  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  extinguishing  the 
Indian  title  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Woodbridob 
and  Mr.  Ross,  and  was  agreed  to  without  a  di- 
vision. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  House  with 
sundry  amendments;  and  the  question  presented 
itself  on  concurring  in  certain  of  the  amendments. 

Some  discussion  took  place  on  several  of  them. 

On  the  question  to  concur  with  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  in  filling  the  blank  for  the  appropri- 
ation of  one  hundred  and  forty-one  thousand  dol- 
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lars,  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  for  contracts 
made  in  the  year  1817  for  making  the  great  Cum- 
berland road,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  and 
stood— for  the  appropriation,  90 ;  against  it,  66  ;  as 
follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.   Abbot,    Alexander,    Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Anderson,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Bayly.  Beccher, 
Bioomfipid,   Brown,  Brush.  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Uamp- 
bell,  Ca»e,  Cobb,  Cook,  Crawford.  Crowell,  Culpeper, 
Cushman,  Cuihbert,  Dnrlington,  Davidijon.  Eddy,  Er- 
vin,    Fisher,   Fuller,   Fullerton.  Gross  of  New    York, 
Guyon,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hardin,  Hazard,  Hendricks! 
Herrick,  Hibshman,  Hill,  Holme?,   Hostetter,  Jones  of 
Virginia,    Jones    of    Tennessee.    Kent,    Kirisey,    La- 
throp,  Little,  Lincoln,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maclay,  Mc- 
Creary,   McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky, 
Mason,    Mercer,   Metcalf.   Murray,   Ncalc,    Nelson  of 
Massachuselta,  Newton,  Patterson.  Philson,  Pinckney, 
Pindall,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rich,  Rot.ert' 
son,  Ross,  Sergeant,  8iIsIk.'c,  Simkins,  Sloan,  Smith  of 
New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smyth  of  Virginia, 
SteTens.   Slorrs.  Street,  Strong  of  New  York,  Swear- 
ingen,  Tarr,  'J'errell,   Tomiinson,  Trimble,  Tucker  of 
Virginia,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  War6eld,  and  Wil- 
liams  of  Virginia. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  Alien  of  Massachusetts, 
Baker,  Baldwin.  Barbour,  Baieman,  Boden,  Bryan, 
Buffum,  Burwell,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Cannon, 
Clagett,  Clark,  Cocke,  (.'raft*,  Dennison,  Earle,  Ed- 
wards of  Connecticut.  Edw.irds  of  North  Carolina, 
Fay,  Floyd,  Folger,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest.  Gross  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Norih  Carolina, 
Heister,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Kendall,  Kinsley,  Linn,  Mc- 
Coy,  Malhry,  Marchand,  Meigs,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore, 
Morton,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Overstreet,  Parker  of 
Massachusetts.  Parker  of  Virginia,  Phelps,  Randolph, 
Rbea,  Richards,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Russ,  Sampson, 
Settle,  Shaw,  Slocumb,.  Smith  of  North  Carolina, 
Strong  of  Vermont,  Slrolhcr,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Tucker 
of  South  Carohna,  Wendover,  Williams  of  North  Car- 
olina, and  Wood. 

So  the  appropriation  was  concurred  in. 

Objection  was  made  to  the  appropriation  of  six 
thousand  dollars  for  paying  to  Mr.  Trumbull  the 
third  pavment  on  account  of  his  contract  for  four 
National  Paintings;  on  the  delivery  of  the  second 
of  which,  now  nearly  completed,  this  money  icill 
o«  payable  to  him.  The  principal  objection  to 
the  appropriation  was,  that  the  money  is  not  vet 
due. 

The  appropriation  passed,  in  the  end,  by  76 
votes  to  54;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 


H.  OFjl. 


Satcroay,  March  18. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Crowell,  the  Committee 
^  on  Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  lighthouse  on  MobUe 
Point,  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson,  a  committee  was 

i  appointed   to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 

I  Tiding   by  law  more  effectually   for  reclaiminfr 

;  persons  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State  and 

escaping  therefrom  into  anotner  State,  and' that 

[the  Committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or 

otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Anderson,  Pindall,  and 

Storrs,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 


The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  suspend,  for  a  further 
time,  the  sale  or  forfeiture  of  lands  for  failure  in 
completing  the  payments  thereon,  was  reported  by 
Mr.  Anderson,  Irom  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  without  amendment. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs  Cobb 
Hendricks,  McCoy,  and  Taylor,  as  to  the  proper 
course  to  be  given  to  it,  whether  it  should  be  com- 
mitted, read  a  third  time  at  once,  or  laid  on  the 
table ;  the  last  course  was  adopted,  yeas  66,  nays 
52,  and  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  bill  to 
change  the  mode  of  disposing  of  jhe  public  lands, 
(from  credit  to  cash,  &c.,)  reported  the  same  with 
amendments. 

[The  amendments  propose  to  strike  out  all  that 
part  of  the  bill  which  changes  the  sales  from  credit 
to  cash  payments.] 

After  a  short  di.scussion,  as  to  the  proper  dispo- 
sition of  the  bill,  it  was  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  ofGovernment  for  the  year  1820,  was  read 
the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for 
concurrence. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  centre 
building  of  the  Capitol,  and  for  other  purposes 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the 
sums  inserted  by  the  Committee,  ($111,789  for  the 
centre  building,)  agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  of  March 
18th,  1818,  providing  pensions  for  persons  engaged 
in  the  land  and  naval  service  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.     This  bill  provides — 

Sec.  1.  That  to  all  persons  who  arc  now,   or  may 
hereafter  be,  placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the   United 
Stales  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  the  18th  of  March,  1818, 
there  shall  be  paid  the  following  sums,  to  wit :  to  every 
officer  who  served  (or  the  terra  of  nine  months,  and  for 
a  terra  less  than   three  years,  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
and  forty  dollars  per  annum,  to  be  paid  for  and  during 
the  terra  of  three  years  only  ;  to  those  who  served  for 
the  term  of  three  years  or  longer,  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  dollars  per  annum,  to  be  paid  for  and 
during  the  term  of  three  years  only  ;  and  afterwards, 
during  life,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  dollars 
per  annum  ;  to  every   non-commissioned  officer,  mu- 
sician, mariner,  marine,  or  private  soldier,  who  served 
for  the  term  of  nine   months,  and  for  a  term  of  len 
than  three  years,  ninety-six  dollars  per  annum,  to  be 
paid  for  and  during  the  term  of  three  years  only  ;  to 
those  who  served  for  the  term  of  three  years  or  longer, 
ninety-six  dollars  per  annum,  to  be  paid  for  and  during 
the  term  of  three  years  only  ;  and  afterwards,  during 
life,  seventy-two  dollars   per  annum:  And,  provided. 
That  the  sums  already   paid  to  any  pensioner  under 
the  said  act,  shall  be  considered  as  constituting  part  of 
the  sums  directed  to  b«  paid  as  aforesaid. 

Skc.  2.  That  the  pensions  allowed  by  virtue  of  the 
act  of  1818  shall  be  paid  to  such  persons  only  aa  shall, 
in  addition  to  the  oath  required  by  that  act,  take  and 
subscribe,  in  open  court,  in  the  county  in  which  they 
reside,  the  following  oath :  '*  I,  A  B,  do  solemnly  swear 
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that  I  wai  a  retideot  citizen  of  the  United  States,  on 
the  18lh  day  of  March,  1818;  and  that  I  have  not, 
•ince  the  said  18th  of  March,  disposed  of  my  property, 
or  any  part  thereof,  except  for  the  necessary  support 
of  myself,  (or  myself  and  family,  a«  the  case  may  be,) 
or  in  the  payment  of  my  ju»t  debts,  and  that  I  do  not 
now  possess,  nor  have  I  power  to  command  the  means 
for  obtaining  for  myself  (or  myself  and  family,  as  the 
case  may  be,)  a  comfortable  support  for  the  time  being. 
So  help  me  God."  The  original  of  which  said  oath 
shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  county, 
for  the  inspection  of  grand  jurors  and  others,  and  a 
certified  copy  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War: 
and  the  court  shall  have  direction  either  to  prevent  or 
refuse  the  oath,  as  the  facts  shall  appear  to  justify  ;  the 
party  taking  the  oath,  to  be  suliject  to  the  pains  and 
penalties  of  perjury  for  false  swearing.  And  in  every 
case  where  the  pensioner  is  insane,  and  incapable  of 
taking  an  oath,  a  certificate  of  the  facts,  under  the 
direction  of  the  court,  shall  be  deemed  equivalent  to 
the  above  recited  oath. 

Mr.  Bloomfield  rose,  and,  after  stating  the 
contemplated  effect  of  this  bill,  entered  into  a  par- 
ticular history  of  the  progress  of  the  act  of  1818, 
through  the  two  Houses,  the  different  features  it 
assumed,  and  its  ultimate  shape,  compared  with 
the  bill  originally  reported  by  the  committee,  of 
which  he  was  chairman,  to  show  that  that  com- 
mittee are  inriocent  of  having  produced  the  embar- 
rassments which  had  grown  out  of  that  act.  To 
try  the  question  whether  the  House  was  willing  to 
repeal  the  existing  act,  he  concluded  by  movin*  to 
strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill.  " 

Mr.  Cannon  moved  to  amend  the  section,  by 
striking  out  all  that  part  of  the  first  section  which 
allows  to  officers  higher  pensions  than  what  is 
allowed  to  privates.  It  would  be  perceived,  Mr. 
C.  said,  that  the  object  of  this  amendment  was  to 
place  the  officers  of  the  Revolutionary  army,  on 
the  same  footing  as  the  soldiers  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary army.  He  had  no  wish  to  repeal  the  act, 
but  this  bill  contained  a  principle — that  of  discrim- 
ination— which  he  could  not  reconcile  to  his  mind  ; 

any  other  mode  would   be  better  than  this they 

were  all  citizens  and  were  all  entitled,  in  an  act  of 
bounty,  to  an  equal  quantum  of  relief,  and  to  enforce 
this  opinion  Mr.  C.  argued  at  some  length.  Mr. 
C.  however,  waived  his  motion  to  give  way  for 
an  amendment,  which  Mr.  Barbour  intimated 
his  mtention  to  offer,  which  embraced  what  Mr. 
C.  had  in  view. 

Mr.  Barbodr  then  submitted,  by  way  of  amend- 
ment, the  following  provisions,  in  lieu  of  those 
coQtained  in  the  bill: 

Be  it  enacted,  4rc.,  That  every  person  who  now  is, 
or  hereafter  may  be,  placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the 
United  Sutes,  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the 
land  and  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
Revolunonary  war,"  passed  the  18lh  of  March,  1818, 
who  served  for  the  term  of  nine  months,  and  for  a  term 
less  than  three  years,  shall,  so  soon  a*  he  shall  have  re- 
ceived the  amount  of  two  years'  pension,  as  allowed 
turn  by  the  said  act,  be  forthwith  stricken  from  the 
pension  roll  ;  and  every  person  who  now  is,  or  here- 
•Iter  may  be,  placed  on  the  pension  lUt  of  the  United 


Sutei 


under  the  act  aforesaid,  who  aerved  for  the  term 


of  three  years,  or  longer,  shall   be  entitled  to  receive 
the  amount  of  the  pension   allowed  him  by  said  act 
for  the  term  of  two   years,  from  the  date  of  his  deda- 

ration,  and   afterwards,    during    life, dollars  per 

annum.  *^ 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  perw)D 
who  now  is,  or  hereafter  may  be,  placed  on  the  pension 
list  of  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  the  act  aforesaid, 
shall   hereafter  receive  any   part  of  the  provision  to 
which  he  may  be  entitled  by  the  said  act,  as  amended 
by  the  provisions  of  this,  which  vhail  be  due  and  pay. 
able  after  that  which   became  due  4th  March,  1820, 
until  he  shall  have  exhibited  to  some  court  of  record  in 
the  county,  city,  or  borough,  in    which  he  resides,  a 
schedule,  subscribed  by  him,  containing  his  whole  es- 
tate, (wearing  apparel  excepted,)  and  shall  have,  before 
the  said  court,  taken  and  subscribed  the  following  oath 
or  affirmation,  to  wit :  '•  I,  A  B,  do  solemnly  swear  or 
affirm,  (as  the  case  may  be,)  that  I  was  a  resident  cit- 
izen of  the  United  States  on  the   18th  day  of  March, 
1818,  and  that  I  have  not,  aince  that  time,  by  gift,  sale, 
or  in  any  manner  whatever,  disposed  of  my  property, 
or  any  part  thereof,  with  intent  thereby  so  to  diminish 
it,  as   to  bring  myself  within  the  provisions  of  an  act 
of  Congress,  entitled  "An   act  to  provide  for  cerUin 
persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  service  of  the 
United  Stales,  in  the  Revolutionary  war,"  passed   the 
I8th   March,  1818;  and  that  I  have  not,  nor  has  any 
person  in  trust  for  me,  any  property  ;  nor  have  I  any 
securities,  contracts,  or  debts   due  to   me,  other  than 
what  is  contained  in   the  schedule  now  delivered,  and 
by  me  subscribed" — nor  until  the  person  applying  for 
payment  of  a  pension,  shall  produce  to  the  SecreUry 
of  War  a  copy  of  the  aforesaid   schedule  and  oath  or 
affirmation,  duly  certified   by  the  clerk  of  the  court  to 
which   the   said   schedule   was    delivered,  and  beibre 
which    the   iiaid  oath  or    affirmation  was    taken  and 
subscribed,  together  wiih  the  opinion  of  the  said  court, 
also  certified    by  their  cirrk,  of  the  value  of  the  prop- 
erty contained   in  the  said  schedule  :   Provided,  That 
in  every  ca,e  in  which  the  pensioner  may  be  insane, 
the  court  may  receive  said  schedule  without  the  afore- 
said oath  or  affirmation,  from  the  committee  or  other 
person  authorized  to  take  care  of  such  insane  person. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  origi- 
nal schedule,  and  oath  or  affirmation,  shall  be  filed  in 
the  clerk's  office  of  the  court,  to  which  the  schedule 
should  be  exhibited,  and  before  which  the  said  oath  or 
affirmation  shall  be  taken  and  subscribed;  and  any 
person  who  shall  swear  or  affirm  falsely  in  the  prem- 
ises, and  be  thereof  convicted,  shall  sufler  as  for  wicked 
and  corrupt  perjury. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  act  to 
which  this  is  an  amendment,  shsll  be  so  construed  as 
that  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to  its  provisions,  whose 

property  is  of  the  value  of dollars,  which  value 

shall  be  taken  from  the  estimation  of  the  court,  to 
which  the  schedule  shall  exhibited,  and  which  is  here- 
inbefore required  to  be  certified  to   the  Secretary  of 

Sec  .•).  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  muck 
of  the  act  of  the  18th  of  March,  1818,  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  for  certain  persons  in  the  land  and  naval 
service  of  the  United  Sutes  in  the  Revolutionary  war" 
as  is  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Mr.  Barbour  explained  to  the  Committee  the 
substantial  object  of  his  amendment.  The  first 
object,  as  would  be  seen  by  the  first  section,  was 
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to  repeal  the  law,  as  to  all  those  who  had  served 
for  a  lertn  less  than  three  years  after  they  shall 
haTe  received  their  pensions  for  two  years,  and 
to  continue  pensions  for  life  to  all  those  who  had 
served  three  years  and  upwards,  to  officers  and 
soldiers  an  equal  sum,  after  they  also  shall  have 
received  two  years'  pension  according  to  the  act 
.    of  1818. 

Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  state  a  good  deal  at 
lar^e  the  inducements  which  operated  on  him  in 
▼oting  for  the  act  of  1818.     He  had  voted  for  that 
law  under  the  best  feelings.     He  was  willing  to 
do  an  act  of  benevolence;  and  he  had  been  influ- 
enced, he  confessed,  not  a  little  by  the  impressive 
language  of  his  honorable  friend  from  New  Jer- 
sey.. (Mr.  BLOOMFiELn,)  who  had  himself  been  a 
conspicuous  actor  in  the  scenes  of  the  Revolution 
and  who  had  introduced  and  advocated  the  bill 
of  1818;  but  in  giving  his   sanction  to  that  act 
of  benevolence,  Mr.  B.  had  no  idea  that  it  would 
produce  so  vast  a  consumption  of  the  public  re- 
sources.   According  to  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  1818,  it  was  expected  that  the  maximum  of 
pensions  to  be  allowed  would  be  about  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars;  but  what  was  the  fact? 
It  was  now  found  that  they  exceeded  that  amount 
by  about  Jlft^en  times.    Mr.  B.  was  then,  and  was 
yet,  willing  to  perform  towards  the  soldiers  of  the 
Revolution  an  act  of  benevolence,  but  not  at  a  cost 
which  the  nation  was  not  preiiared  to  pay. 

As  to  the  proposed   repeal   being  inconsistent 
with  the  honor  of  the  nation,  or,  as  was  said,  in- 
consistent with  a  vested    right,  Mr.  B.  observed, 
he  was  not  among  those  would  do  any  thing  that 
was  inconsistent  with  either,  and  yet  he  was  pre- 
pared to  vole  for  a  very  considerable  modification 
of  the  law.     He  argued  that  the  pensions  granted 
could  not  be  deemed  a  vested  right;  that  the  act 
was  one  of  gratuitous  bounty,  and  not  of  justice; 
because,  had  it  been  demanded  by  justice,  it  could 
have  known  no  distinction  ;  that,  being  an  act  of 
charily,  it  continued  at  the  option  of  the  Govern- 
naenl ;  and  this  opinion  Mr.  B.  illustrated  by  va- 
rious arguments.     In  voting  for  this  modification 
he  did  no  violence  to  the  benevolence  which  dic- 
tated the  first  act,  because  a  man  was  not  bound  to 
extend  charity  to  the  injury  of  his  own  family.    To 
continue  the  act  unmodified  would  be  injurious 
and  unjust  to  a  large  portion  of  the  people  of  this 
nation,  as  it  would  be  necessary  to  raise  the  amount 
required  by  it  by  laying  taxes  either  directly  or 
indirectly  ;  and   he  wished  that  the  state  of  the 
Treasury   might   not  be   such   as   to   coerce  the 
House  into  the  imposition  of  direct  taxes.     Let 
the  Committee,  Mr.  B.  said,  cast  a  look  over  the 
country  and  see  if  there  were  not  thousands  and 
tens  of  thousands  on  whom  the  tax  would  fall,  who 
were  as  poor,  and  infinitely  poorer,  than  thousands 
of  those  pensioners  for  whom  the  tax  would  be 
laid,  &c. 

Mr.  B.  again  adverted  to  the  details  of  his 
amendment.  He  had  singled  out  those  who  had 
served  three  years  and  upwards,  because  it  was 

they  who  bore  the  heat  and  brunt  of  the  war of 

the  campaigns  of  77, 78,  and  79— in  the  fields  of 
Monmouth,  of  Princeton,  of  Bennington,  of  Bran- 


dy wine,  &c.  A  great  part  of  the  nine  and  twelve 
inonth*  men,  were  substitutes,  and  in  addition  to 
their  pay  from  their  country,  received  pay  as  sub- 
stitutes—in  many  cases,  he  had  understood,  they 
were  double  substitutes,  serving  successive  tours  as 
such.  Mr.  B.  thought  all  who  continued  to  receive 
pensions,  ought  to  be  put  on  an  equal  footing ;  the 
sum  allowed,  he  would  make  sufficient  to  provide 
for  them  food  and  clothing ;  further  than  this,  it 
was  utterly  impossible  for  the  Government  to  go. 
In  fixing  the  allowance,  the  comfortable  subsist- 
ence of  the  individuals  was  all  that  could  be  pro- 
vided for  :  he  could  not  think  of  taking  their  fam- 
ilies into  view,  or  entering  into  considerations  of 
former  affluence,  dec.  To  provide  relief  with  such 
views,  or  to  that  extent,  would  be  beyond  the  abil- 
ity of  the  nation  to  pay,  without  resorting  to  the 
means  before  alluded  to,  of  laying  taxes  on  the 
people,  &c.  In  support  of  the  opinions  which  he 
advanced  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  Mr.  B.  en- 
tered into  a  number  of  arguments  and  illustrations 
which,  in  this  brief  notice,  cannot  be  presented. 

Mr.  CuLPEPER  was  willing  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  not  however  to  accept  the  sub- 
stitute oflered  by  Mr.  Bab  boor,  but  to  agree  to  the 
best  provisions  to  guard  against  imposition.  He 
wished  the  act,  in  other  respects,  to  stand  as  it  was  j 
he  would  not  strike  off  one  cent  of  what  these  men 
were  justly  entitled  to  by  the  existing  act.  Mr.  C. 
said  he  knew  what  it  was  to  be  a  soldier  himself, 
and  to  serve  when  a  morsel  of  bread  was  a  luxury. 
Many,  however,  took  the  benefit  of  this  act  who 
were  not  entitled  to  it,  and  he  would  do  every 
thing  to  guard  against  that  abuse;  but  further  he 
would  not  go.  He  was  against  reducing  the  offi- 
cer to  the  level  of  the  soldier.  Their  habits  were 
different,  Mr.  C.  said,  and  their  talents,  and  their 
wants  :  the  officer  was  of  more  value  to  the  coun- 
try, and  it  would  be  a  bad  example,  and  injurious 
hereafter  to  the  interest  of  the  nation  to  put  them 
on  the  same  footing.  He  thought  the  distinction 
made  in  the  act  was  a  good  one,  and  he  would  not 
consent  to  change  it. 

Mr.  ANnERsoN,  of  Kentucky,  avowed  himself 
decidedly  opposed  to  the  repeal  of  the  law,  and 
consequently  against  Mr.  Barbour's  amendment, 
but  he  would  support  every  proposition  tending  to 
give  the  act  a  fair  and  strict  construction  ;  and  he 
would  therefore  take  those  parts  of  Mr.  B.'s  amend- 
ments which  went  to  that  object.     Mr.  A.  said  he 
was  afraid  he  might  have  been  wrong  in  voting  for 
the  act  of  1818,  but  he  was  sure  he  should  be  right 
in  voting  against  its  repeal.     The  bounty  had  been 
freely  offered  and  continued  two  years,  and,  whe- 
ther right  or  wrong  originally,  he  would  not  with- 
draw it.    He  was  also  opposed  to  the  levelling  prin- 
ciple.    That  feature  he  nad  been  in  favor  ol  when 
the  act  was  under  consideration;  but  Congress 
then   determined  against   it — the  distinction   be- 
tween officers  and  privates  had  existed  two  years, 
and  he  was  averse  now  to  disturbing  it.     Mr.  A. 
said,  the  bounty  had  been  voluntarily  offered  by 
Congress ;  the  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  had  been 
invited  to  come  forward  and  receive  this  boon  at 
the  hands  of  a  grateful  country ;  and  would  it  be 
generous  or  becoming,  because  it  was  found  to 
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take  more  money  than  was  expected,  now  to  re- 
voke the  bounty?  Mr.  A.  thought  not^  and  spoke 
at  some  length  in  support  of  his  opinions.     He 


The  comniittre  to  whom  was  rrfrrred  tbe  loiter  of 

the  Secretary  of  Stale,  of  the  7lh  February,   1820,  in 
relation  to  the  publication  of  the  laws  in  the  newspa- 


Monday,  March  20. 
Mr.  Butler,  of  Louisinna,  presented  a  remon- 


-  --  —  -  ---ts —  •"  -"f'j'^.«  V  "i-'  v/^juiuw.-.  xit  I  .-.-..w..  .^  ..,»,  puuii<.aiiuM  ui  111(9  laws  in  me  newspa- 
concluded  by  saying  that  if  the  law  was  defective,  i  P*".  report:  That  the  act  of  the  20ih  of  April,  1818, 
or  not  sufficiently  guarded,  he  would  give  it  addi-  I  niaJe  an  unnecessary  increase  of  the  compensation 
tional  safeguards ;  but  he  would  not  repeal  it,  or  so  payal'lc  to  the  proprietors  o(  newopapers  f.)r  the  pub- 
modify  it  as  to  reduce  the  allowance  of  an  officer  '»cation  of  the  laws.  There  had  been  no  diflirulty  in 
from  two  hundred  and  forty  to  ninety-six  dollars.  \  Procuring  the  publication  at  the  price  previoualy 
The  Committee  then  rose,  obtained  leave  to  sit  i  "'*>'''"''>« J«.  «nd  »t  «8  believed  that  the  Secretary  of 
again,  and  the  House  adjourned.  ^'*^'"'  ^^°  '^  ""^^  ***''<^^'^  h  '"^w  to  give  the  increased 

compensation,  could,  if  authorized  to  use  his  discre- 
tion, have  the  business  performed  on  as  reasonable 
terras  as  before  the  act  of  1818. 

The  committee  cannot  believe   that  the   act  of  2J 

'         .   ,     _   ,    -'  r March,    1799,   (tince  re-enacted  and   extended  to  the 

stranceandraemorialoftheGeneral  Assembly  of  I  Tcrritorifs,)  providing  for  the  publication,  in  one 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  remonstrating  against  the  i  newspaper  of  each  State,  and  author. zing  the  publicm- 
existine  mode  of  adjusting  claims  to  land  of  a  i  tion  in  three  of  the  papers,  when  the  publication  in 
particular  description  in  that  State,  and  suggesting  '  o"e  should  be  found  insufllcicnt,  was  passed,  under 
sundry  improvements  in  such  system;  which  re- '  *"y  expectation  that  the  expense  of  puMication  in 
monstrance  and  memorial  were  referred  to  the  ***'**  new8pa|>er«  of  every  state  would  be  incurred, 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is  committed  °^  ^^**  "  would  at  any  time  be  found  requisite  to  em- 
the  "  Bill  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for  the  P'^^  *^**^  newspapers  in  each  of  the  towns  of  New 
adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Lou-  *^*^*"'  Wilmington,  Lexington,  and  Natchez,  whilst 
isiana  and  Territory  of  Missouri."  i  "°"*^  "^"^  employed  in   Kichmond,  Freden.ksl.ury, 

Mr.  B.  also  present  another  memorial  of  •^^"'''"'S'  ^.T''^''*^'''"!'"'  ^^"*'"**'' °' ''""''''''''« 5 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  :  °'  '^f '  V  P"l;''"''on  "f  the  law.  in  the  city  of  Rich- 
praying  a  grant  of  a  lot  of  public  land   as  a  site    ?  T      ^"^  ««uspen.led,  merely  that  they  might 

for  'a  seminary  of  learning  at^oi^t  Coupee;  and  Lr.?'l'"  T"''  "''"'*"' ''  ''*  ^'"^'"1  "' '''" 
oUr»   ♦•,.,«  „,..«♦     cc    »  7.    VT-     r      '.     ""'     luml>ia,  where  three  new-papers  were  entfaueJ  at  the 

?nn^  tn  pL^KI  .K  •  Hf""'  «/ P"bllC  land,  as  a  expense  of  Government  in  ihVsame  bus.nestror  that 
fund  to  enable  the  inhabitants  of  i^oint  Coupee  to  newspapers,  scarcely  known  out  of  the  coum  j  in 
keep  up  a  certam  portion  of  the  adjacent  levee;  which  they  were  published,  and  of  a  very  limited  cir^ 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub-  ,  culation  within,  would  have  been  selected  for  this  pur- 

rir^^e  1     J,,   r         .  'P**'**'  ^'"''   ^^"^^  ^^^   '^"   **"   ^""  thus   executed,  i. 

ine  &PEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of  i  evidenced  by  the  letter  referred  to  the  committee. 

the   Secretary  of  War  upon  the  petition  of  Wil- I      Newspaper  publication  might  afford  a  cheap  method 

ham  Esenbeck,  referred  to  him  on  the  10th  in-  ' »"  multiplying  copies  of  the  public  acts.     Few,  how- 

stant;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  !  e***"'  >"  proportion  to  the  whole  number  of  the  patrons 

Mr.  SiLSBEE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  '  °'^  the  press,  read  tho!.e  publications,  and  still  fewer 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  pr^^rve  them ;  and,  for  all  practical  purposes,  the 
"An  act  authorizing  the  employment  of  an  addi-  publication  in  volumes  or  pamphlets  is  found  to  be 
tional  naval  force;"  which  was  read  twice,  and    "7*  advantageous. 

committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-  '  r  "  ""''J*<^t8  ot  great  national  concern,  the  interest 
morrow.  '  °'  |>opular  editors  usually  will  (as  it  has  hitherto  done) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  ["'"'"''  ?  •"«>'^'«"t  inducement  to  inform  their  cu«- 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  =  '°"'"'  "*  '^"  transactions  of  the  Government. 


I  consider  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for 
the  payment  of  a  gun  and  gun-carriage,  taken  by 
the  enemy  and  destroyed,  at  the  battle  of  North 
Point,  on  the  12ih  September,  1814. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  fur- 


The  public  derives  but  small,  if  any,  advantage, 
from  the  newspaper  publication  of  Indian  treaties;  al- 
though their  insertion,  as  appears  by  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  is  among  the  causes  of  increasing 
the  expenditure  for  promulgating  the  laws,  from  less 
than    five    five    thousand    dollars   in    1816,    to    ne«r 

enty  thousand  dollars  in  18:^0. 

The  sum  payable  on  each  newspaper  is,  in  most 
instances,  sudiciently  large  to  make  Government  tbe 
best  customer  to  the  proprietor;  and  has  sometimes 
been  found  sufficient  to  establish  or  continue  small 
printing  establishments  in  the  country.     In  the  opin- 


ther  appropriations  for  continuing  the  work  upon  i  t^' 
the  centre  building  of  the  Capitol,  and  other  pub- 
lic buildings,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

PROMULGATION  OF  THE  LAWS. 

Mr.   PiNnALL,   from   the  select   committee   to       .    .  

whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  P""""8  establishments  in  the  country.  In  the  opin- 
State,  of  the  7th  ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  publica-  !  ?""  °^^^^  committee,  the  present  law  is  not  less  ob- 
tion  of  the  laws  in  the  newspapers,  made  a  re-  I  ■'*'^^?"'o  hy  reason  of  its  evident  tendency  to  confer 
port  thereon;  which  was  read;  when  Mr  P  J" 'he  State  Department  m  direct  patronage  and  in- 
by  leave  of  the  House,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  :  ."?'*'•  ^  "  or  pernicious)  over  many  of  the 
the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  rbli  -IV^T'  T'^"  ""^''^  '^'  Government  has  taken 
catinn  nf  tKo  U^..  ^f  *u     IT    •.    i    o.  .  S   .        '"'^  't»  employment.     But,  as  the    aws    n  relation  to 

Xr  nur^si'^ which   K,nT  Tf'  "^"^   ^'    '^'  ''"P"''*  «"^    ?"»>''<=    '-''«'    .ometimes,  on   th«^^ 

ordeXTliP  n'n  I  l  Kl  ^k  ''""^  twice,  and  passage,  become  of  immediate  public  interest  in  cer- 
ort^red  to  lie  on  the  table.     The  report  is  as  fol-    tain  sections  of  the  country,  the  committcee  think  . 

I  modification  will  be  preferable  to  a  repeal  of  tbe  law. 
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Assuming  the  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  Slate, 
it  will  be  found,  that,  by  reducing  the  number  of  news- 
papers to  twenty-five,  in  the  States  and  Territories, 
and  one  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  restoring  the  old' 
price  for  the  printers,  and  dispensing  with  this  manner 
of  publishing  Indian  tieaties,  the  expenditure  in  lela- 
tion  to  tbe  laws  of  the  present  session  will  be  reduced 
from  19.750  dollars,  to  4,678  dollars  and  thirty-four 
cenU;  and,  with  a  view  to  effect  that  object,  the  com- 
mittee herewith  report  a  bill. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals,  reported  the  following  bill : 

Be  it  enacted,  4-c.,  That  fhe  President  of  the  Unite  I 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  to  be 
erected  on  the  national  rood  leading  from  Cumberland, 
in  the  Sutc  of  Maryland,  to  the  river  Ohio,  so  many 
toll-houses,  gates,  and  turnpikes,  as  in  his  opinion  will 
be  necessary  and  sufficient  to  collect  the  duties  and 
tolls  hereafter  mentioned,  from  all  persons  travelling 
on  the  same,  to  be  erected  at  such  places  as  he  shall 
determine:  Provided,  That  the  number  of  such  gates 
and  turnpikes  shall  not  exceed  twelve,  nor  be  less  than 
six;  snd  such  gates  and  turnpikes  shall  l>e  erected  at 
a  distance  not  less  than  ten  miles  from  each  other. 

8kc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  as  soon  aa 
the  said  gates  and  turnpikes  ohall  be  erected,  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  Stales  is  hereby  authorized  to  ap- 
point lol|.g.ahcrcrs  to  collect  and  receive,  of  and  from 
eytry  |Mr«on  or  persons  using  the  said  ro^d,  the  tolls 
and  dunes  hereinafter  mentioned,  at  each  of  the  said 
gates— that  is  to  say  :  For  each  score  of  sheep  or  swine, 
six  cents:  lor  each  score  of  cattle,  twelve  cenU;  for 
every  chariot,  coach,  coachee,  or  pheton,  twenty-five 
cents;  for  evi  ry  ttage,  wagon,  or  other  four-wheeled 
carriage  tor  the  conveyance  of  passengers,  drawn  by 
four  horses,  twelve  cents;  for  every,  cart,  sleigh,  or 
sled,  drawn  by  two  oxen  or  horses,  six  cents;  and  for 
every  additional  horse  or  ox,  two  cents ;  for  every 
wagon  drawn  by  two  horses,  eight  cents  ;  and  for  every 
■ditiiioiial  horse,  four  cents  ;  for  each  person  and  horse, 
six  cenU  ;  for  each  chaite,  sulky,  or  one-horse  wag- 
on, Hix  c.  Ills.  And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  of  the 
toll-gatherers  to  slop  any  person  or  persons  riding, 
leading,  or  driving,  any  liorsts,  cattle,  sheep,  swine, 
sulky,  phemn,  coach,  coachee,  chariot,  chaise,  cart, 
wagon,  sleigh,  or  other  carriage,  of  burden  or  pleasure, 
frona  psssing  through  the  gates  or  turnpikes,  until  he 
or  they  shall  have  respectively  paid  the  toll  above  spe- 
cified :  Provided,  'i'hst  nothing  in  this  act  thall  be 
construed  ho  as  to  authorize  any  tolls  to  be  received 
or  collected  from  any  person  passing  to  or  from  public 
worship,  ..r  to  or  from  his  common  business  on  his 
fsrm,  or  to  ..r  from  a  funeral,  or  to  or  from  a  mill: 
And  provided,  further.  That  no  toll  shall  be  received 
or  collect,  d  lor  the  passage  of  any  wagon  or  carriage 
laden  with  the  property  of  the  United  States;  or  any 
cannon  or  mdiiary  stores  belonging  to  the  United 
8taU-8,  or  any  of  the  States  composing  this  Union  ;  or 
any  person  or  persons  on  duty  in  the  military  service 
of  tbe  United  Sutcs ;  or  the  militia  of  any  of  the 
States.  ^ 

Skc.  .3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  any  of 
the  toll-gaiherers  shall  unreasonably  delay  or  hinder 
any  passenger  or  traveller  at  any  of  the  gates,  or  shall 
demand  or  receive  more  toll  than  is  ly  this  act  estab- 
lished, hr-  shiill,  for  each  and  every  such  offence,  for- 
feit and  pay  to  the  party  so  aggrieved  the  sum  of  ten 
dollars. 
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person  who  shall  use  the  said  road,  shall,  with  a  view 
o  evade  the  payment  of  the  tolls  required  by  this  act. 
leave  the  said  road,  and  go  round  the  said  gates  eTerr 
such  person  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  foife'it  and 
pay  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  United  Stales  the  sum 
of  twelve  dollars. 

Sec  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  toU- 
gatberers  on  the  said  road  shall  respecUvely  receive 
compensation  for  their  services  at  the  rate  of  twelve 
per  centum  on  the  amount  of  tolls  by  them  respectivelT 
received:  Provided,  That  the  annual  compensation  of 
any  toll-gatherer  shall  never  exceed  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  nor  shall  the  same  be  less 
in  any  one  year  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 
And,  in  case  of  any  deficiency  in  the  amount  collected 
by  any  toll-galherer  below  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars,  the  residue  shall  be  paid  out  of 
the  lolls  collected  at  the  other  gates  on  said  road. 

Skc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  amount 
of  tolls  collected  on  said  road  shall  be  paid  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  semi-annually,  by  the 
toll-galherers  on  said  road,  and  a  separate  account 
kept  thereof;  and  the  said  moneys,  after  deducting 
therefrom  the  expenses  and  charges  of  collecting  the 
same,  shall  be  applied,  under  the  direction  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  to  the  repairs  and  preser- 
valion  of  said  road,  in  such  manner  and  under  such 
regulations  as  he  may  prescribe,  and  to  no  other  pur- 
pose whatever. 

The  bill  having  been  read,  and  its  second  read- 
ing lieing  m  due  course  proposed,  Mr.  Barbour 
moved  to  reject  the  bill. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  short  debate,  in  the 
course  of  which  it  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Bar- 
BOOR  and  Ranoolph,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Har- 
din, L1VER.M0RE,  and  B.  Smith. 

In  general,  the  motion  to  reject  the  bill  was 
supported  on  the  ground  that  the  question  which 
it  involved  had  been  as  much  discussed  as  any  ever 
presented  to  the  view  of  the  Legislature ;  tliat  the 
discussions  and  solemn  decisions  had  gone  forth  to 
the  world;  that  the  mind  of  every  member  was 
made  up  on  it,  and  therefore  there  was  no  need  of 
delay  for  reflection ;  and  that  the  principle  of  the 
bill  was,  in  the  opinion  of  the  advocates  of  its  re- 
jection, so  obnoxious  that  it  ought  not  to  be  enter- 
tained by  the  House  for  a  moment. 

The  motion  to  reject  was  opposed  on  the  ground 
that  the  question  was  one  of  much  importance,  and 
ought  not  to  be  hastily  disposed  of;  that  the  pres- 
ervation of  a  national  work  which  has  already 
cost  so  much  money  was  an  object  of  importance, 
if  within  the  Constitutional  power  of  Congress ; 
that,  in  fact,  the  question  involved  in  the  bill  had 
never  yet  been  decided  by  Congress ;  that,  being 
but  this  day  presented,  it  would  be  unreasonable  to 
call  upon  the  House  to  say  it  was  so  odious  they 
would  not  look  at  it. 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  reject  the  bill  was 
then  put,  in  this  form— "Shall  this  hill  be  reject- 
ed ?"  on  which  the  votes  were  as  follow : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexsnder,  Allen  of  New 

York,  Archer  of  Virginis,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Bryan, 

Burwell,    Clagetf,    Cobb,    Cook,    Earle,    Edwards  of 

Pennsylvania,    Edwards  of    North  Carolina,  Floyd, 

I  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Holmes, 
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Hooks,  Johnson,  Kent,  McCoy,  McOfary,  Meigs, 
Neale,  IVebon  of  Virginia,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Phelps, 
Randolph,  Rhea,  RicbarJj,  Sampson,  Settle,  Shaw, 
A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolinti,  Stroth- 
er,  Swearingen,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Walker,  Warfield.  Williams  of  Virginia, 
ant?  Williams  of  North  Carolina — 47. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Bald- 
win, Bateman,  Beecher,  BloorniielJ,  Boden,  Brush, 
Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Camp- 
bell, Cannon,  Case,  Clark,  Cocke,  Crafts,  •  rawford, 
Crowell,  Culpeper,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Darlington, 
Davidson,  Dennison,  Dewilt,  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Ed- 
dy, Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Fay,  Fisher,  Ford,  Ful- 
ler, Fullerton,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York.  Hall  of  Deln- 
ware,  Hardin,  Hazard,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibshman, 
Hill,  Hostetter,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kendall,  Kinsey, 
Kinsley,  Lalhrop,  Little,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore, 
Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McLane  of  Del.,  McLean 
of  Ky.,  Mallary,  .Marchand,  Masun,  Meech,  ^^eTceT, 
Metcalf,  R.Moore,  S.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton, Murray, 
NeUoD  of  Massachusetts,  Newton,  Parker  of  Massa- 
cbusetU,  Patterson.  Philson,  Pindall.  Pitcher,  Plumcr, 
Ra.nkin,  Reed,  Rich,  Richmond,  Ringgold,  Rogers, 
Ro«<«,  Rdss,  SiUbee,  Simkins,  Sloan,  Slocumb,  Smith 
of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street.  Strong  of 
Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York.  Tarr,  Taylor,  Terrell, 
Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tracy.  Trimble,  Upham,  Wal- 
lace, Wendover,  and  ^h>od— 11 1. 

The  said  bill  was  then  read  the  second  time,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  occupied  in  de- 
bating the  bill  for  amending  the  pension  law.  and 
the  proposition  of  Mr.  Bahbour  to  substitute  for 
it  a  different  bill.  Messrs.  Reid,  Hill,  Fuller, 
Trkmble,  Barbour,  Liver.more,  and  Bloo.m- 
field,  engaged  in  the  bill;  among  whom  Mr. 
Hill,  Mr.  Fuller,  and  Mr.  Livermore,  earnestly 
opposed  any  invasion  of  the  principle  of  the  pres- 
ent pension  law,  though  willing  to  make  any  ne- 
cessary amendment  to  its  details.  Mr.  Fuller 
spoke  on  the  subject  considerably  at  large. 

Before  coming  to  any  decision  on  the  subject, 
the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  progress,  and 
the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  March  21. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Thomas  C.  Withers,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Stohrs,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  tp  whom  was  referred  the  communi- 
cation from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  the 
19th  of  January  last,  and  the  petition  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  borough  of  Erie,  in  the  Slate 
of  Pennsylvania,  relative  to  the  improvement  of 
the  harbor  of  Erie,  made  a  report  thereon  ;  which 
was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  contained  was 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows  ; 


Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  communication  to  this  House  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Department  of  the  Navy  on  the  I8lh  day  of 
January  last,  and  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  borough  of  Erie,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
relative  to  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Erie. 

Mr.  Stohrs,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  also  referred  the  petitions  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  the  in- 
habitants of  the  counties  of  Jefferson,  Oneida,  and 
Oswego,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  District  of  Maine,  and  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Milford  and  Owego 
Turnpike  Company,  respectively  praying  the  aid 
of  Congress  in  the  construction  and  improvement 
of  certain  roads,  made  a  report  thereon  ;  which 
was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  contained  was 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  said  petition. 

Mr.  Southard,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  better  regulation 
of  the  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes,"  reported  the 
same,  without  amendment,  and  k  was  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Meigs,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Expen- 
ditures on  the  Public  Buildings,  made  a  report  in 
obedience  to  the  resolution  instructing  them  to 
ascertain  whether  the  expenses  upon  the  public 
buildings  cannot  be  lessened  without  arresting 
their  progress;  as  also,  u|)on  the  subject  of  the 
said  buildings  generally  ;  which  report  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  Tne  report  is  as 
follows : 

The  Committee  on  the  Expenditures  upon  the 
Public  Buildings  respectlully  report: 

That  they  have,  in  purcuance  of  their  duty  gener- 
ally, and  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  requiring  the  committee  Ui  aacer- 
tain  whether  the  expenses  upon  the  Public  Buildinga 
cannot  b«  lefciened  without  arresting  their  progress, 
made  r<uch  inquiries  as  seemed  to  the  committee  neces- 
sary to  attain  the  requisite  information.  Tbit  the 
pdper  annexed,  marked  A,  cootiiiaing  an  account  of 
the  expenditures  from  the  13ih  of  February,  1815,  to 
the  Isi  of  January,  1820,  was,  at  the  request  of  the 
committee,  rendered  to  them  by  Samuel  Lane,  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings.  This  statement 
exhibits  an  expenditure  of  one  million  four  hundred 
and  ninety-one  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-three 
dollars  and  twenty-four  cents,  of  which  nearly  one 
mill. on  of  dollars  was  expended  on  repairs  of  the  dam- 
aiie  done  by  the  ent-iny  in  1814. 

The  paper  annexed,  marked  B,  also  rendered  by 
request,  from  the  Coinmisioner,  exhibits  a  view  of 
the  total  expenditures  upon  the  public  buildings  in 
the  (^'ity  of  Washington,  from  liie  commencement 
to  the  first  day  of  January,  1820;  and  also  a  view 
of  the  value  and  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.  The  latter  sUtement  is  exhib- 
ited, in  order  that  the  House  of  Representatives  may 
know  the  just  reUlion  of  the   national  cxpendittirea 


upon  edifices  in  the  District  to  the  national  acquisi- 
tions in  the  same.  According  to  this  view  it  appears 
that  the  valuation  of  the  public  lands,  and  actual 
amount  of  sales,  added  to  donations  from  the  States  of 
Virginia  and  Maryland,  exceed  the  national  expendi- 
ture  upon  public  buildings  within  the  District  by 
nearly  four  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  committee,  having  obtained  this  general  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  subject  of  their  appointment, 
proceeded  to  ascertain,  so  far  as  was  in  their  power, 
the  relative  prices  of  materials,  and  wages  of  artists 
ond  laborers,  at  different  periods,  during  the  progress 
of  the  works  done  in  the  District,  and  present  a  table 
thereof,  which  is  annexed,  marked  C ;  also  a  letter 
from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Buildings,  with 
another  table,  marked  D,  in  which  the  estimate  of 
prices  of  materials  is  not  made  for  1820,  but  it  is 
sUttd  that  these  are  reduced,  particularly  the  price  of 
brick.  The  wages  of  workmen  are  here  estimated 
much  lower  than  they  have  been  in  former  years,  as 
will  appear  on  examining  the  same. 

It  does  not  appear  to  the  committee  that  lower 
wages  than  those  exhibited  for  1820,  can  be  expected 
in  tbu  Di«trict ;  and  the  committee  believe  that  the 
Commissioner  has  used  tytry  exertion  in  his  power  to 
regulate  these  expenditures,  by  similar  expenses,  in 
Balumore,  Philadelphia,  and  New  York,  and  has  ob- 
tamed  w<»rkmen  and  materials  upon  as  good  terms  as 
could  reasonably  be  expected,  when  it  is  considered 
that  many  of  the  workmen  and  some  of  the  materiaU 
are  not  to  be  obtained,  except  from  distant  parts  of  the 
country.  ^ 

The  committee  h.nve  endeavored  to  make  themselves 
acquainted    with   the   geiural   character  of  the  work 
which   IS  designed  to  be   bestowed   upon    the  Centre 
Building  of  ihe   Cspiiol,  and   ii  appears  to  them  that 
It  cannot  properly  be  conducted  with  less  attention  to 
oroanient  than  is  designsd,  without  injury  to  that  fit- 
nessof  parts  which  becomes  a  whole;  and   they  are 
pleased  to  find    that  the   principal  ornament  of  this 
centre  work  will  consist,  not  of  expensive  sculpture, 
but  of  lU  simple  form,  the  rotunda.     The  committee 
Uiink  prop«.r  to  suggest  to  the   House,  however,  that, 
as  It  IS  conicmplaled  to  form  the  dome  of  ihe  centre 
of  brick  work,  in  imila  ion  of  the  Pantheon  at  Rome, 
oBd  as  such  work  will,  when  added  to  the  great  weight 
of  the  edifice,  require   the  most  serious  attention   to 
the  foundations  of  the  whole  edifice  to  secure  iu  safe- 
ty ;  and  as  from  the  examination  which  the  committee 
have  bad  occasion  to  make,  they  feel  convinced  that 
these   foundationa  require   attention,  that  it  i»  worthy 
the    consideration    of   the    House,    whether   effectual 
means  should   not  be  taken  to  give  perfect  security, 
especially  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  edifice,  by  means 
of  walls  of  sufficient  weight  and  compactness  to  coun- 
teract the  apparent  tendency  of  damage  to  the  Capitol 
m  that  direction.  '^ 

This  consideraUon  ought  to  precede  the  execution 
of  the  massive  work  which  is  destined  to  complete  the 
centre  building.  '^ 

.  '^.*^*  '•""  suggestion  may  not  appear  to  fall  pre- 
cuely  within  the  bounds  of  duty  prescribed  to  the  com- 
raittee.  but  as  the  prevention  of  damage  to  the  Publrc 
Buildings  will  be  a  saving  of  ex|»ense  m  the  end,  thev 
nave  thought  it  not  proper  to  omit  it. 

It  appears  to  the  committee  desirable  that  the  Capi- 
tol should  be  finiiihed  as  soon  us  may  be  conveniently 
done  wiU)  regard  to  the  goodness  of  the  work.  It  u 
evident  that  the  unfinished  parts  are  injured  every 
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Winter  by  that  exposure  to  the  weather  which  they 
wem  unavoidably  to  sustain.  And  the  prosecuUon  of 
kLT  ?*'*\'''  ^-  .•l"^^"'***^  by\he  reflection 
that  the  national  acquisition  in  the  District  approaches 
^  nearly  its  expenditures,  that  it   may  be  presumed 

h  .1  "i  Z*?*''.'^""'"  "*'"  "°*  <"*>*"  ^he  Capitol 
shall  be  finished)  much,  if  at  all  exceed  the  acquiai- 
lion,  and  would  not  have  equalled  it.  unleaa  that  ex- 
penditure  had  been  swelled  one  mUlion,  by  the  ruth- 
less  vandalism  of  the  enemy,  who  applied  the  torch 
of  destruction  to  the  first  national  ornamenU  he  ap- 
proached. *^ 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  amend 
the  Revolutionary  Pension  Law. 

Various  amendments  were  offered,  proposing 
all  sorts  of  modifications  of  the  present  law  aH 
which  were  successively  rejected.  ' 

Until  at  length  a  motion  was  made  to  strike 
out  the  whole  of  the  bill  except  the  enacting 
clause,  so  as  to  leave  a  blank  to  be  filled  with  any 
thing  the  House  should  choose. 

This  motion  was  ao^reed  to,  (at  about  the  usual 
hour  of  adjournment,)  by  a  vote  of  75  to  41. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  the  Chairman  asked  the  usual  leave  to  sit 
again.  Before  it  was  granted,  however,  a  motion 
was  made  to  adjourn,  and  was  carried. 


Wednesday,  March  22. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurv,  transmitting 
statements  of  the  importation  of  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  in  American  and  foreign  vessels,' 
and  an  aggregate  view  of  both,  for  the  year  end- 
ing on  the  3Uth  of  September,  1818;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Francis  B.  Lan- 
guille^  made  a  detailed  report  thereon,  recom- 
mending that  the  said  bill  be  postponed  indefinite- 
ly ;  which  report  was  read,  and,  together  with  the 
bill,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Daniel  Converse,  with  additional  testimony,  made 
a  further  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Daniel  Converse  and  George  Miller;  , 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com-  I 
mittee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Slocumb  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  joint  resolution  submitted 
by  him  on  the  6th  instant,  to  fix  a  period  for  the 
termination  of  the  present  session  of  Congress. 
The  motion  was  negatived. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider,  ^ 
the  amendment  reported  on  the  2d  instant,  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  establishing  a  circuit 
court  within  and  for  the  District  of  Maine ;"  and, 
the  said  amendment  being  read  at  the  Clerk's 
table,  was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  ordered 
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to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  volunteers 
engaged  in  the  late  campaign  against  the  Semi- 
nole Indians;"  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 
Mr.  Balowin,  from  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures, reported  a  bill  to  regulate  the  duties  on 
imports,  and  for  other  purposes  ;  which  was  read, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  which  is  committed  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay- 
ment of  duties  on  merchandise  imported,  and  for 
other  purposes.     The  bill  is  as  follows  : 

A  BUI  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports,  and  for  other 

purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress 
assembled,  That  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day 
of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  the 
duties  heretofore  laid  by  law  on  goods,  wares,  anJ 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  Slates,  shall 
cease  and  determine,  and  there  shall  be  levied,  and 
collected,  and  paid,  the  several  duties  hereinafter 
mentioned,  that  is  to  say  : 

First.  A  duty  of  12^  per  centum  ad  valorem  on  all 
dying  drugs  and  materials  for  compoiting  dyes  not  sub- 
ject to  other  rates  of  duty  ;  gum  arable,  gum  senega), 
saltpetre,  jewelry,  gold,  silver,  and  other  watches,  and 
parts  of  watches;  gold  and  silver  lace,  embroidery, 
and  epauleUj;  precious  stones  and  pearls  of  all  kinds. 
■et  or  not  set;  Bristol  stones  or  paste  work,  and  all 
articles  composed  wholly  or  chiefly  of  gold,  silver,  pearl, 
and  precious  stones;  and  laces,  lace  veils,  lace  shawls, 
or  shades,  of  thread  or  silk. 

Second.  A  duty  of  twenty  per  centum  ad  valorem 
on  gold  leaf,  and  on  all  articles  not  free,  and  not  sub- 
ject to  any  other  rate  of  duty. 

Third.  A  duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valo- 
rem on  hempen  cloth,  or  sail  cloth,  except  (Russia  and 
Holland  duck,)  printing  types,  all  articles  of  brass, 
copper,  iron,  steel,  pewter,  lead,  or  tin,  or  of  which 
these  materials,  or  either  of  them,  is  a  competent  ma- 
terial ;  brass,  wire,  cutlery,  pins,  needles,  buttons, 
baUon  mould:! ;  buckles  of  all  kind^,  japanned  wares 
of  all  kinds;  cannon,  muskets,  fire-arms,  and  side- 
arms,  and  Prussian  blue  :  Provided,  That  where  any 
person  who  has  imported  copper  in  sheets  or  plates, 
shall,  within  twelve  months  after  such  importation, 
produce  to  the  collector  satisfactory  evidence  that  the 
same  was  imported  subsequently  to  the  thirtieth  day 
of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  and 
that  the  duties  thereon  have  been  paid,  and  that  the 
■ame  has  been  actually  used  in  the  building  or  repairing 
of  ships  or  vessels,  there  shall  be  allowed  a  drawback 
of  the  duties  herein  imposed,  in  the  manner  and  under 
the  same  regulations,  as  are  provided  for  by  the  existing 
laws. 

Fourth.  A  duty  of  thirty-three  per  centum  ad  valo- 
rem on  woollen  manufactures  of  all  descriptions,  or  of 
which  wool  is  a  component  material,  and  on  cotton 
manufactures  of  all  descriptions,  (except  of  the  growth 
or  the  manufacture  of  any  place  or  country  beyond 
Ihe  Cape  of  Good  Hope,)  or  of  which  cotton  is  a  com- 
ponent material,  and  on  cotton  twist,  yarn,  or  thread, 
a  doty  of  thirty-three  i^sr  centum  ad  valorem  ;  on  nan- 


keens, and  cotton  manufactures  of  all  descriptions,  or 
of  which  cotton  is  a  component  material,  the  produce 
or  manufacture  of,  or  imported  from  any  place  or 
country  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  a  duty  of  forty 
perientuni  ad  valorem:  Frovided,  That  r»ll  cotton  cloths,, 
or  cloths  of  which  cotton  is  a  component  material,  the 
cost  of  which  at  the  place  whence  imported,  with  the 
addition  of  twenty  per  centum,  if  imported  from  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  from  places  beyond  it,  and  of 
ten  per  centum  il  iinportetl  from  any  other  place,  shall 
be  less  than  twenty-five  cents  per  square  yard,  shall, 
with  such  addition,  be  taken  and  deemed  to  have  cost 
twenty-five  cents  per  square  yard,  and  shall  be  charged 
with  duty  accordingly  :  Provided,  alto.  That  all  un- 
bleached and  uncolured  cotton  twist,  yarn,  or  thread, 
the  original  cost  of  which  shall  l>e  Ies4  than  sixty  cents 
per  pound,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  cost 
sixty  cents  per  pound,  and  shall  be  charged  with  duty 
accordingly  ;  and  all  bleached  or  colored  yarn,  twist, 
or  thread,  the  original  cost  of  which  shall  have  been 
less  than  seventy-five  cents  per  pound,  shall  be  taken 
and  deenicd  to  have  cost  seventy-five  cents  per  pound, 
and  shall  be  char^jed  with  duty  accordingly  ;  a  duty 
of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem  on  all  manufac- 
tures of  linen,  or  of  which  flax  is  a  component  mate- 
rial :  Providtd,  That  all  linen  cloths,  or  cloths  of 
which  linen  is  a  component  material,  from  whatever 
place,  the  cost  of  which  at  the  place  whence  imported, 
with  the  addition  often  per  centum,  shall  be  less  than 
twenty-five  cents  per  square  yard,  shall,  with  such 
addition,  be  taken  and  deemed  to  have  cost  twenty- 
five  cents  per  square  yard,  and  shall  be  charged  with 
duty  accordingly. 

Fifth.  A  duty  of  forty  per  centum   ad   valorem  on 
clothing  ready  made ;  on  all  bonnets,  hats,  and  caps, 
of  wool,  fur,  leather,  chip,  straw,  or  silk,  or  of  which 
either  ix  a  coiiipoiieiit  material:   Provided,  'I'hat  if  the 
same  at  the  place  whence  imported,  with  the  addition 
often  per  centum,  shall  be  less  than  one  dollar  each, 
they  shall  be  deemed   and  taken  to  have  cost  one  dol- 
lar each,  and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  accordingly  ; 
a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem  on  all  manu* 
factures  of  silk,  Jrom  any  place  or  country  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  ;  a  duty  of  thirty-five  per  centum 
id  valorem  on  printed   books,  painted,  stained,  or  col- 
ored piper,  or  paper  hangings,  clocks,  and  time-pieces; 
on  umbri'llas,   parasols,  (of  whatever  material  made,) 
and  slick^<,  stretchers,  and  other  parts,  and  all  furniture 
lor  umbrellas  and  parasols;  on  bonnets  and  caps  for 
women,  not  othtrwise  enumerated  ;  fans,  feathers,  or- 
naments fur  head  dresses,  artificial  flowers,  millinery 
of  all   .sorts,  cosmetics,    washes,    balsams,    perfumes, 
painted  fltmr  cloths,  oil  cloths,  mats  of  grass,  or  flags, 
salad  oil,  pickles,  capers,  olives,  mustard,  comfits,  and 
sweetmeats,  preterved  in  sugar  or  brandy,  confection- 
ery, wafers,   cabinet  wares,    and  all  manufactures  of 
wood ;  coach   lace,  carriages  of  all  descriptions,  and 
all  lurmture,    triin;iiiiigs,  and  parts  thereof;  leather, 
and  all  manufactures  of  leather,  or  of  which  leather  is 
a  component  material;  saddles,  bridles,  harness,  parch- 
ment, bruslies,  canes,  walking  sticks,  whi|>s,  gilt  and 
platetl  wares,  cut  glass,  china  wares,  earthen,  crockery, 
and  stone  wares ;  marble,   alabaster,  and   all  work  or 
manufactures  thereof.     And  in  all  rases  where  an  ad 
valorem  duly  shall  l>e  charged,  it  shall   be  calculated 
on  the  invoice  price  of  the  articles  at  the  place  whence 
imported,  or  on  the  estimated  price,  according  to  the 
provisions  ol  this  act,  (exclusive  of  packages,  conimis. 
sions,  and  all  charges,)  with  the  usual  addition  estab. 
lished  by  law,  of  twenty  per  centum  on  all  merchan. 
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dise  imported  from  places  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  of  ten  per  centum  on  articles  imported 
from  all  other  places,  together  with  the  amount  of  all 
such  bounties,  premiums,  drawbacks,  allowances,  or 
discounts,  as  msy  be  given,  paid,  or  allowed,  in  the 
place  or  country  whence  imported;  which  shall  be 
ascertained  and  calculated  in  such  manner,  and  under 
such  rules  and  regulations  as  shall  from  time  to  time 
be  prescribed  by  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury. 

Sixth.  The  following  duties,  severally  and  specifi- 
cally :  Un  ale,  beer,  and  porter,  in  bottles,  twenty  cenu 
per  gallon ;  on  ale,  beer,  and  porter,  imported  other- 
wise  than  in  bottles,  fifteen  cenU  per  gallon  ;  on  alum, 
three  dollars  per  hundred  weight ;  on  almonds,  four 
cents  per  pound  ;  on   black  glass  bottles,  two  dollars 
per  gross;  on   boots,  two  dollars  per  pair;   on  bris- 
Ues,  three  cents  per  pound ;  on  playing  cards,  thirty- 
five  cents  per  pack ;  on  tarred  cables  and  cordage, 
loiir  cenU  per  pound;  on  untarred  cordage,  yarns, 
twine,  pack  thread,  and  seines,  five  cents  per  pound  • 
on  tallow  candles,  five  cenU  per  pound  ;  on  wax  and 
spermaceti  candles,  eight  cents  per  pound ;  on  Chi- 
nese cassia,  ten  cenUi  per  pound  ;  on  cinnamon,  thir- 
ty-three and  one-third   cenU  per  pound  ;  on  doves, 
thirty-five  cents  per  pound  ;  on  cheese,  nine  cenU  per 
pound  ;  on  chocolate,  four  cenU  per  pound;  on  cocoa, 
three  cents  per  pound  ;  on  coal,  six  cents  per  heaped 
bushel ;  on  copperas,  two  dollars  per  hundred  weight  • 
on  copper  rods,  bolts,  spikes,  or  nails,  and  composition 
rods,  bolts,  spikes,  or  nails,  four  cents  per  pound  ;  on 
corks  fifteen  cents  per  pound  ;  on  coflee,  six  cenUper 
pound ;  on  cotton,  six  cents  per  pound  ;  on  currants, 
four  cenu  per  pound  ;  on  figs,  four  cents  per  pound  ; 
on  foreign   caught  fish,  one  dollar  per  quintal ;   on 
mackerel,  one   dollar  and  fifty  cenU  per  barrel ;  on 
salmon,  two  dollars  per  barrel ;  and  on  all  other  pickled 
fish,  one  dollar  per  barrel  ;  on  window  glass,  not  above 
eight  by  ten  inches  in  size,  three  dollars  per  hundred 
square  leet ;  on   the  same,  not   above   ten  by  twelve 
inches  in  size,  three  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents  per 
hundred  square  feet ;  on  the  same,  if  above  ten  inches 
by  twelve  inches  in  size,  three  dollars  and  seventy-five 
cents  per  hundred  square  feet;  on  plain,  uncut  flint 
glass,  ten  cents  per  pound;  on   glue,  ten  cents  per 
pound  ;  on  gunpowder,  ten  cents  per  pound  ;  on  hemp, 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per   hundred  weight ;  on 
iron  or  steel  wire,  not  exceeding  number  eighteen,  five 
cenu  per  pound  ;  and  over  number  eighteen,  nine  cenU 
per  pound  ;  on  iron  in  bars  and  bolts,  excepting  iron 
manufactured  by  rolling,  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cenu  per  hundred  weight;  on  iron   in  sheets,  rods, 
and  hoops,  three  dollars  per  hundred  weight;  and  in 
bars  or    bolu,  when  manufactured,  in   whole   or  in 
part,  by  rolling,  and  on  anchors,  two  dollars  per  hun- 
dred  weight;  iron  in  pigs  .eventy-five  cenU  ^r  hun- 
dred weight;  on  iron  castings,  one  dollar  and  fifty 
cents  per  hundred   weight;   on  spades  and  shovel^ 
twenty-five  cents  each  ;  on  slates  and  tiles  for  building^ 
not  exceeding  twe  ve  inches  square,  two  dollars  pf; 
thousand;  over  twelve  inches,  and  not  exceeding  foVr- 
teen  inches  square,  three  dollars  per  thousand;  over 
fotirteen,  and  not  exceeding  sixteen  inches  square,  four 
dollars  per  thousand  ;  over  sixteen,  and  not  exceeding 
eighteen  inches  square,  five  dollars  per  thousand  ;  over 
eighteen,  and  not  exceeding  twenty  inches  square   six 
dollars  per  thousand  ;  on  folio  and  quarto  post,  pot, 
cap,  crown,  demi,   medium  paper,  twenty  cents  per 
pound  ;  on  royal,  super-royal,  imperial,  elephant,  wri- 
ting, folio-post,  and  drawing  paper,  fifteen  cenU  per 
^^^i'l  °"  *"  painting  and  copperplate  paper,  twelve 
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and  a  half  cenU  per  pound;  on  all  other  coarse  paper. 

wie  nr^'^V*"  ""'\'**'  P^""'^'  onscrews^of 
wire,  not  exceeding  one  inch  in  length,  eight  cenU  ner 

Tn7eLTn  •"^''  '"'  "''^  "cUnrtwolnch":. 
m    ength,   fourteen  cenU  per  gross  ;  over  two  inches 
in  length,  twenty  cenU  per  gross;  on  ginger,  rourh. 
one  cent  per  pound ;  ground,  four  cenU  per  pound- 
preserved,  ten  cenU  per  pound  ;  on  sewing  sUk,  and 
silk  and  worsted  twist,  one  dollar  fifty  cents  per  pound 
on  indigo,  fifteen  cents  per  pound  ;  on  lead  in  Vigs  o; 
bars    one  cent  per  pound;  in  sheeU,  two  cenU  pe 
pound  ;  on  shot,  manufactured  of  lead,  three  cenU  ^r 
pound;  on  red  and  white  lead,  dry,  or  ground  in  oil 
four  centi.  per  pound  ;  on  mace,  one  dollar  and  twenty! 
five  cenu  per  pound  ;  on  molasses,  ten  cenU  per  wl- 
Ion  ;  on  nads,  of  iron,  five  cenU  per  pound  ;  hn  nut- 
megs, seventy-five  cenU  per  pound  ;  on  pepper,  ten 
cenu  per  pound  ;  on  pimento,  eight  cenU  per^^nd ; 
on   plums,  and  prunes,   four  cenu  per   Jound;   on 
muscatel  raisin,    and  raisins  in  jars  and  boxes,  four 
cenu  per  pound;  on  all  other  raisins,  three  cenU  per 
pound  ;  on  salt,  twenty-five  cenu  per  bushel  of  fiftyi^ 
pounds ;  on  ochre,  dry,  one  cent  per  pound  ;  in  oil, 
one  and  a  half-cenU  per  pound ,  on  stSi,  on;  dollar 
and  fifty  cents  per  hundred  weight ;  on  cigars,  five  dol- 
lars per  thousand  ;  on  spirits,  from  grain,  of  first  proof, 
forty-two  cenu  per   gallon  ;  of  second  proof,  forty- 
five  cenu  per  gallon  ;  of  third  proof  forty-eight  cenU 
per  gallon  ;  of  fourth  proof,  fifty-two  cenU  per  gal- 
lon ;  of  fifth  proof,  sixty  cenu  per  gallon  ;  above  fifth 
pr_.of,  seventy-five  cenU  per  gallon;  on  spiriU  from 
other  ma  erials  than  grain,  of  first  and  second  proof. 
thirty-cight  cents   per  gallon  ;    of  third  proof,  fortyl 
two    cents    per   gallon ;    of  fourth    proof,   forty-eight 
cenu  per  gallon  ;  of  fifth  proof,  fifty-eeven  cenU  per 
gallon  ;  above  fifth  proof,  seventy  cenU  per  gallon  :  on 
shoes,  and  slippers,  of  silk,  fifty  cents  per  pair :  on 
shoes  and  slippers  of  leather,  fifty  cenU  per  pair ;  on 
shoes  and  slippers  for  chUdren,  twenty-five  cenU  per 
pair ;  on  spikes,  of  iron,  four  cenU  per  pound ;  on 
soap,  four  cenu  per  pound  ;  on  brown  sugar  four  cenU 
per  pound ;  on  white,  clayed,  or  powdered  sugar,  five 
cents  per  pound  ;  on  lump  sugar,  twelve  and  a  half 
cents  per  pound  ;  on  loaf  sugar,  and  on  sugar  candy, 
fifteen  ceiiU  per  pound;  on  snuff,  fifteen  cenu  per 
pound  ;  on   talfow,  one  cent  per  pound  ;  on  tea,  from 
China,   in   ships  or  vessels  of  the   United  States,  as 
follows,  vu :  hyson  skin,  souchong,  and  all  other  black, 
twenty-five  cents  per  pound  ;  imperial,  gunpowder,  and 
gomee,  fifty  <enU  per  pound  ;  hyson  and  young  hyson, 
forty  cenu  per  pound  ;  and  other  green,  iwenty-eight 
cenu  per  pound  ;  on  teas  from  any  other  place,  or  in 
any  other  than  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  Sutes, 
as  follows  :  viz  :  bohea,  hyson,  hyson  skin,  souchong, 
and  all  other  black,  thirty-four  cenU  per  pound;  im- 
penal,  gunpowder,  and  gomee,  sixty-eight  cenU  per 
pound;  hyson   and   young  hyson,  fifty-six  cenU  per 
pound  ;  other  green,  thirty-eight  cenu  per  pound  ;  on 
manufactured  tobacco,  other  than  snulT  and  cigars,  ten 
cenu  per  pound;  on  whiting  and  Paris  while,  one 
^nt  per  poun  1 ;  on  wine,  as  follows,  viz :  on  Madeira, 

Burgundy,   Champagne,  Rhenish,  and  Tokay, ; 

on  Sherry   and  St.  Lucar, ;  on  other  wine,  not 

enumerated,  when  imported  in  bottles  or  cases,  ; 

on  Lisbon,  Oporto,  and  on  other  wines  of  Portugal, 

and  those  of  Sicily, ;  on  TeneriflTe,  Fayal,  and 

other  wines  of  the  western  islands, ;  on  all  other 

wines,  when  imported  otherwise  than  in  cases  and  bot- 
tles,   ;  on  Kussia  duck,  not  exceeding  fifty-two 

archeens  each  piece,  two  dollars ;  on  Ravens  duck. 
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not  exceeding  fifty-two  archeens  per  piece,  one  dollar 
and  twenty-five  cents  ;  on  Holland  duck,  not  exceed- 
ing fifty-two   archeens  per  piece,  two  dollars  and  fifty 
centa;  on   spermaceti  oil,  of  foreign  fishing,  twenty- 
five  centa  per  gallon  ;  on  whale,  and  other  fish  oil,  of 
foreign  fishing,  fifteen  cents  per  gallon  ;  and  on  olive 
oil  in  casks,  twenty-five  cents  per  gallon  ;  and  on  lin- 
seed oil,  twenty-five  cents  per  gallon  ;  blue  vitriol,  eight 
cents  per  pound  ;  oil  of  vitriol,  five  cents  per  pound  ; 
nitric  acid,  six  cents  per  pound ;  muriatic   acid,  four 
cents  per  pound  ;  sugar  of  lead,  six  cents  per  pound. 
Sac.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  follow- 
ing articles  shall  be  free  of  duty ;  that  is  to  say,  all  ar- 
ticles imported  for  the  use  of  the  United  Stati?8:  philo- 
sophical apparatus,  instruments,  books,  maps,  charts, 
statues,  busts,  casts,  paintings,  drawings,  engravings, 
specimens  of  sculpture,  cabinets  of  coins,  gems,  medals, 
and  all  other  collections  of  antiquities ;  statuary,  mod- 
elling, painting,  drawing,  etching,  or  engraving,  spe- 
cially imported  by  order  and  for  the  use  of  any  society 
incorporated  for  philosophical  or  literary  purposes,  or 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  fine  art8,-or  by  order  and 
for  the  use  of  any  seminary  of  learning  ;  specimens  in 
natural  history,  mineralogy,  botany,  and  anatomical 
preparations,  models  of  machinery  and  other  inven- 
tions, plants,  and  trees;  wearing  apparel,  and  other 
personal  baggage,  in  actual  use ;  and  the  implements 
or  tools  of  trade  of  persons  arriving  in  the  United 
States;  regulus  of  antimony;  bark  of  the  cork  tree, 
unmanufactured ;  animals  imported  for  breed ;    burr 
stones  unwrought ;  gold  coin,  silver  coin,  and  bullion  ; 
clay ;  unwrought  copper,  imported  in  any  shape  for 
the  use  of  the  mint ;  old  copper  and  brass,  and  pewter, 
fit  only  to  be  reman ufactured  ;  brass,  copper,  and  tin,' 
in  pigs  and  bars;  furs,  undressed,  of  all  kinds;  raw 
hides  and  skins  ;  lapis  calaminaris  ;  plaster  of  paris  ; 
rags,  of  any  kind  of  cloth;  sulphur  or  brimstone;  ba- 
rilla; Brazil  wood,   brazilletto,  red  wood,  camwood, 
fostick,   logwood,  Nicarauga,  and   other  dye  woods; 
wood,  unmanufactured,  of  any  kind;  zinc,  teutenague, 
or  spelter ;  raw  silk. 

Sic  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  an  addi- 
tion of  ten  per  centum  shall  be  made  to  the  several 
rate*  of  duties  above  specified  and  imposed,  in  respect 
to  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  on  the  importa- 
tion of  which  in  American  or  foreign  vessels  a  specific 
discrimination  has  not  been  herein  already  made, 
which,  after  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  June,  1820,  shall 
beimported  in  ships  or  vessels  not  of  the  United  States : 
Provided,  That  this  additional  duty  shall  not  apply  to 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  in  ships  or 
vessels  not  of  the  United  States,  entitled  by  treaty  or 
by  any  act  or  acts  of  Congress  to  be  entered  in  the 
ports  of  the  United  States,  on  the  payment  of  the 
same  duties  as  are  paid  on  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, imported  in  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United 
States. 

Skc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shall 
be  allowed  a  drawback  of  the  duties  by  this  act  im- 
posed, on  tin  in  sheets,  which  may  be  manufactured 
into  articles  for  use,  and  on  brazier's  copper,  manufac- 
tured into  stills,  boilers,  pipes,  or  tubes,  by,  for,  or  on 
account  of  the  person  or  persons  importing  the  same, 
upon  the  exportation  thereof  within  the  time  and  in 
the  manner  prescribed  by  the  existing  laws,  so  far  as 
the  same  may  be  apphcable,  and  under  such  rules  and 
regulations  as  mny  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  ;  and  also  on  all  other  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise  imported  into  the  'United  States,  upon 


the  exportation  thereof  within  the  time  and  in   the 
manner  prescribed  by  the  existing  laws,  subject  to  the 
following  provisions,  that  is  to  say :  that  there  shall 
not  be  an  allowance  of  the  drawback  of  duties  in  the 
case  of  goods  imported  in  foreign  vessels  from  any  of 
the  dominions,  colonies,  or  possessions  of  any  foreign 
Power  to  and  with  which  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States  are  not  permitted  to  go  and  trade ;  that  there 
shall  not  be  an  allowance  of  the  drawback  of  duties 
for  the  amount  of  the  additional  duties  by  this  act  im- 
posed on  goods  imported  in  vessels  not  of  the  United 
States ;  that  there  shall  not  be  an  allowance  of  the 
drawback  in  case  of  foreign  dried  and  pickled  fish,  and 
other  salted  provisions,  fish  oil,  or  playing  cards;  that 
there  shall  be  deducted  and  retained  from  the  amount 
of  the  duties  on  goods  exported  with  the  benefit  of 
drawback,  (other  than  spirita,)  two  and   a  half  per 
centum ;  and  that  there  shall  be  retained  in  the  case 
of  spirits,  exported  with  the  benefit  of  drawback,  two 
cents  per  gallon  upon  the  quantity  of  spirits,  and  also 
three  per  centum  on  the  amount  of  duties  payable  on 
the  importation  thereof     But,  nevertheless,  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act  shall  not  be  deemed  in  anywise  to 
impair  any  rights  and  privileges  which  have  been,  or    »• 
may  be,  acquired  by  any  foreign  nation,  under  the 
laws  and  treaties  of  the  United  States,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  exporting  goods  from  the  United  States,  with  a 
benefit  of  the  drawback  of  the  duties  payable  upon  the 
importation. 

Sec  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  afler  the 
30th  day  of  June  next,  in  all  cases  of  entry  of  mer- 
chandise, for  the  benefit  of  drawback,  the  time  of 
twenty  days  shall  be  allowed  from  the  date  of  entry, 
for  giving  the  exportation  bonds  for  the  same :  Pro- 
vided, That  the  exporter  shall,  in  every  other  partic- 
ular, comply  with  the  regulations  and  formalities  here- 
tofore established  for  entries  of  exportation  for  the 
benefit  of  drawback. 

Skc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  duty  on 
the  tonnage  of  vessels,  and  the  bounties,  advantages, 
and  drawbacks,  in  the  case  of  exporting  pickled  fish, 
of  the  fisheries  of  the  United  States,  in  the  case  of 
American  vessels  employed  in  the  fisheries,  and  in  the 
case  of  exporting  sugar,  refined  within  the  United 
States,  shall  be  and  continue  the  same  as  the  existing 
law  provides :  Provided,  always.  That  this  provision 
shall  not  be  deemed,  in  any  wise,  to  impair  any  right* 
and  privileges  which  have  been,  or  may  be,  acquired 
by  any  foreign  nation  under  the  laws  and  treaties  of 
the  United  States,  relative  to  the  duty  of  tonnage  on 
vessels. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  exist- 
ing laws  shall  extend  to,  and  be  in  force  for,  the  col- 
lection of  duties  imposed  by  this  act,  on  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States; 
and  for  the  recovery,  collection,  distribution,  and  re- 
mission, of  aJl  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  and 
for  the  allowance  of  the  drawbacks  and  bounties,  bj 
this  act  authorized,  as  fully  and  effectually  as  if  every 
regulation,  restriction,  penalty,  forfeiture,  provision, 
clause,  matter,  and  thing,  in  the  existing  laws  con- 
tained, had  been  inserted  in,  and  re-enacted  by,  this 
act.  And  that  all  acts,  and  parts  of  acts,  which  are 
contrary  to  this  act,  and  no  more,  shall  be,  and  the 
same  arc  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  act 
passed  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifteen,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  so 
much  of  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  the  toa- 
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nage  of  ships  and  vessels,  and  on  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States  as  im- 
poses  a  discriminaUng  duty  on  tonnage  between  for- 
eign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  be- 
tween goods  imported  into  the  United  States  in  foreign 
vessels,  and  vessels  of  the  United  States,"  shall  apply 
and  be  in  full  force  as  to  the  discriminating  duties  estab- 
lished by  this  act  on  the  tonnage  of  foreign  vessels 
and  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  therein  im- 
ported. 

Sec  \  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  same 
duties  which  are  by  this  act  imposed  on  any  manufac- 
tured articles,  shall  be  levied  and  collected  on  articles 
in  part  manufactured;  and  that  all  goods,  wares,  mer- 
chandise, which  shall  be  imported  in  any  ship  or  ves- 
sel from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  or  which,  in  her 
voyage,  shall  have  touched  at  any  foreign  port  or 
ptace,  shall,  to  all  intenta  and  purposes,  be  deemed 
and  taken  to  be  of  foreign  growth,  produce,  and  man- 
ufacture. 

Sec  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  manufactured  in  whole  or  in 
part,  shall  be  permitted  to  be  entered  at  any  custom- 
house, or  anded  at  any  port  or  place  within  the  United 
States,  unless  the  same  shall  be  imported  directly  from 
the  place  or  country  where  the  same  shall  have  been 
produced  or  manufactured ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  collectors  to  seize  such  goods,  and  the  same  shall 
be  forfeited. 

S«c.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  laws 
and  parts  of  laws,  now  in  force,  which  are  inconsist^ 
en    with,  or  which  may  be  supplied  by,  the  provisions  i 
of  this  act.  and  no  more.  be.  and  the  same  are,  repeal 
ed,  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  next 


H.  or  R. 

X'.T»k'°  T  b""J«^«r.  per  annom,  or  .n 
estate  of  the  value  of  two  hundred  dollars,  shall  be 
considered  in  such  reduced  circumstances  tn^^n^i 
him  to  a  pension  under  the  said  recited  act.  . 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  such  exam. 
inations  shall  be  had  in  conformity  to  such  rule*  and 
regulations  relating  thereto  as  shall  from  time  to  tinuL 
be  established  by  the  Secretary  of  the  War  Deni^ 
ment.  i^i*- 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacttd.  That  the  exam- 
ination contemplated  by  this  act,  shall  be  had  before 
some  court  of  record  within  the  United  States,  or  before 
a  judge  of  such  court  in  vacation,  and  the  facta  estab- 
lished  by  evidence  as  in  other  cases,  and  .uch  court  or 
judge  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  certified  oflicially  to 
the  Secretary  of  War.  ' 

In  this  form  the  bill  was  when  the  Committee 
rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


.Thursday,  March  23. 


REVOLUTIONARY  PE.NSIOX  LAW. 
The  House  having  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  Revolutionarv  pen- 
sion law,  '  ^ 

Mr.  Whitman  moved  to  discharge  the  Com- 

T"u^un^^^  "^^^'^^  ^'''™  ^*^^  *'""^^r  consideration 
01  the  bill,  and  to  jwstpone  the  same  indefinitely 

This  motion  caused  considerable  debate. 

A  division  of  the  question  being  called  for,  the 
question  was  taken  on  discharging  the  committee 
and  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Beecher  in  the  chair, 
on  the  bill.  ' 

Various  amendments  were  proposed  and  debated 
some  of  which  were  agreed  to,  and  others  not! 
The  result  was,  that  the  bill  was  brought  to  the 
shape  which  it  wears,  as  follows : 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  War  Department  be.  and 
he  IS  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  cause  examina- 
tions to  be  made  into  the  circumstances  of  such  persons 
as  have  been    or  shall   be,  placed  on  the  pension  list 
of  the  United  Slates,  by  virtue  of  the  act,entiUed  -An 
act  to  provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land 
and  naval  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary  War     passed  on  the  18th  day  of  March,  1818, 
and  If  it  shall  satisfactorily  appear  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment  that  any  of  the  said  persons  are  not  proper  sub- 
jecta  of  the  said  law.  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secre- 
tary  of  the  War  Department,  to  cause  the  names  of 
such  persons  to  be  stricken  from  the  said  list ;  and  the 
pension    allowed  to  such   persons,  shall    thenceforth 
cease  and  determine  ;  and  no  person  who  ha*  an  in- 

I 


As  soon  as  the  sitting  was  opened "" 

Mr.  Randolph  rose,  and,  after  some  feelinff  re- 
marks expressive  of  the  grief  with  which  he  was 
hiled  by  the  recent  melancholy  occurrence,  of  the 
death  ol  that  distinguished  naval  officer.  Commo- 
dore Decatur,  which  he  rather  alluded  to  than 
announced,  called  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
,  sundry  resolutions,  the  import  of  which  was,  that, 
when  it  adjourns,  it  will  adjourn  to  meet  again  on 
,  Saturday ;  that  it  will  attend  the  funerafof  the 
late  Commodore  Decatur  on  to-morrow ;  and  that 
lis  members  will,  in  respect  to  the  memory  of  the 
deceased,  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm,  for  the  re- 
mainder of  this  session. 

Mr.  Tavlor,  of  New  York,  required  a  division 
ol  the  question  on  those  resolutions,  to  take  it  seo- 
arately  on  each.  ^ 

Mr.  Randolph  intimated  that,  if  there  was  the 
least  objection  to  the  resolutions  as  moved,  he 
should  withdraw  them. 

Mr.  Tavlor,  of  New  York,  said  that,  in  oppo- 
sing this  motion,  he  felt  it  due  to  himself  to  state 
that  in  respect  for  the  memory  and  public  services 
of  the  deceased,  he  yielded  to  no  member  of  this 
House— not  even  to  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  But  it  is  with  the  most  painful  regret 
rsaid  Mr.  T.)  I  am  constrained  to  say,  that  he 
died  in  the  violation  of  the  laws  of  GTod  and  his 
country.  I  therefore  cannot  consent,  however 
deeply  his  loss  is  deplored  by  this  House,  in  com- 
mon with  the  nation,  to  vote  the  distinguished  and 
unusual  honors  proposed  by  these  resolutions. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  withdrew  the  resolves  he 
had  offered,  and  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  taken,  by  yeas 

and  nays,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative 

yeas  50,  nays  83. 

Mr.  Ander.son,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the 
petition  of  Moses  Elias  Levy ;  which  was  concur- 
red in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  the  president  and  corporation  of  Wash- 
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ibgton  College,  in  the  State  of  Ohio ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  Committee  on  Elections, 
reported  "  that  the  committee  had  examined  the 
certificate  of  election  of  James  Woodson  Bates, 
returned  as  the  Delegate  from  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas,  and  find  the  same  sufficient  to  entitle 
him  to  a  seat  in  this  House  ;"  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LivERMORE,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  rejiorted  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  repairing  the  roof  of  the  (general  Post 
Office,  and  to  procure  an  engine  for  the  protection 
of  said  building;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  extend  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  justices  of  the  peace,  in  the  recovery  of 
debts  in  the  District  of  Columbia  ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Two  additional  members  were  ordered  to  be 
added  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  14th  in- 
stant, to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  for  the  satisfaction  of  unlocated  warrants, 
issued  to  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line, 
on  continental  establishment,  &c. ;  and  Mr.  Pin- 
DALL  and  Mr.  Tyler  were  appointed  of  said  com- 
mittee; and  Mr.  Hardin  was  also  appointed  of 
the  said  committee,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Brown, 
who  is  absent. 

Ori  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  recjuiring  the  register  of  the  land  of- 
fice at  Vincennes  to  furnish  the  Executive  of  the 
State  of  Illinois  with  an  abstract  of  the  lands 
which  have  been  purchased  at  that  office,  lying 
within  the  State  of  Illinois :  and  also  of  requiring 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to 
furnish  him  with  an  abstract  of  the  lands  which 
have  been  patented  to  the  soldiers  of  the  late  army 
lying  within  said  State. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  therelief  of  certain  persons  who 
have  paid  duties  on  goods  imported  into  Castine," 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
said  bill,  and  that  it  be  committed  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  to  which  is  committed  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of 
Alexander  Worster. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  submitted  the  following,  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  one 
day,  viz : 

•^That  80  much  of  the  rules  of  thia  House  as  pre- 
■cribes  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  OflSce 
and  Post  Roads  be  expunged,  and  the  following  words 
inserted  : 

"  II  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  on  application  made  to  them, 
in  writing,  by  any  member  or  delei?ate  in  Congress,  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing,  altering, 
or  discontinuing,  any  post  route,  and  to  report  thereon, 
by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  also  to  consider  and  report 
M  aforesaid  on  all  other  subjects  referred  to  them  by 
the  House." 


The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in 
the  late  camiiaign  against  the  SeminoU  Indians," 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  es- 
tablishing a  circuit  court  within  and  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Maine,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  pass- 
ed, as  amended. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  reported  by  the  Com- 
niittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  entitled  "A  bill  in  ad- 
dition to  the  several  acts  for  the  establishment  of 
the  Treasury.  War,  and  Navy  Departments ;" 
which  bill  relates  to  transfers  of  appropriations 
and  the  carrying  of  balances  of  appropriations  to 
the  surplus  fund. 

After  some  discussion,  and  some  amendments 
made  to  the  bill,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

PROPOSED  TER.M  OF  THE  SESSION. 
Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  in  the  hope  and  belief 
that  the  adoption  of  the  following  proposition 
would  have  the  effect  to  accelerate  the  progress  of 
the  business  of  the  session,  submitted  it  to  the 
House : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  join 
such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  Senate, 
to  take  into  consideration  and  report  what  business  is 
necessary  to  be  acted  upon  before  the  close  of  the  prea- 
'  ent  session,  and  also  to  report  on  what  day  it  will  be 
i  proper,  consistently  with  the  public  interest,  for  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  to  adjourn,  and  cloac 
the  present  session. 

I  Mr.  Baldwin  said  he  hoped  the  resolution  would 
not  be  adopted.  The  House  ought,  before  adopting 
such  a  resolution,  at  least  to  have  progressed  so  far 
as  to  be  able  to  see  its  course  clear.  We  have  in 
fact,  said  he,  but  just  commenced  the  main  business 
of  the  session.  He  was  not  willing  to  talk  of  ad- 
journing, until  some  progress  forward  had  been 
made,  so  as  that  a  reasonable  prospect  might  appear 
[  of  such  a  despatch  of  the  public  business  as  might 
justify  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  Hardin  also  opposed  the  propo.«iition.     At 
;  a  future  day,  he  said,  he  should  have  no  objection 
■  to  the  adoption  of  such  a  proposition.     In  all  pro- 
!  bability  Congress  would  yet  remain  in  session  for 
!  six  weeks ;  and  to  raise  a  committee  now  to  report 
what  bills  it  is  necessary  to  pass  before  adjournment, 
would  be  at  once  to  legislate  out  of  the  House  all 
bills  of  a  private  nature,  so  important  to  the  indi- 
j  viduals  concerned  in  them,  and  many  other  mat- 
ters, already  reported  on  by  committees.     He  there- 
fore moved  that  the  resolve  should  lie  on  the  table. 
Mr.  LivERMORE  objected  to  the  resolution's  lying 
on  the  table,  desiring  an  early  day  to  be  appointed, 
for  the  adjournment. 

The  question  on  laying  ilie  resolve  on  the  table 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  a  large  majority. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONERS. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  Revolutionary  pension 
law  was  next  in  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  said  that  another  day's 
experience  had  convinced  him  of  th  epropriety  of 
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the  motion  which  he  had  suggested  yesterday,  and 
now  made,  to  recommit  the  bill  to  a  select  com- 
mittee for  the  purpose  of  remoulding  it. 
[  The  question  on  discharging  the  Committee  of 
'the  Whole  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 
I  Mr.  Hardin  immediately  moved  to  postpone  the 
^ther  consideration  of  the  bill  indefinitely. 

The  question  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  109  to  41,  as  follows  : 
.1  Yki 8— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  New  York,  Bald- 
Win,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Buffum,  Case,  Clagett,  Cush- 
man,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Fay,  Fuller,  GroM  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Hardin,  Hill,  Holmes,  Kendall,  Kinsley,. 
Livermore,  McCreary,  Mallary,  Mason,  Meech,  Meigs, 
Monell,  Moacley,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Pindall, 
Rogers,  Sampson,  Sergeant,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Ste- 
vens, Street.  Strong  of  New  York,  Upham,  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Wallace,  and  Whitman — 41. 

Nats— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennes- 
aee,  Anderson,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Bre- 
vard, Burwell,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of 
Louisiana,  Cannon,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crafts, 
Crawford,  Crowell,  Culbreth,  Cuthbert,  Darlington, 
Davidson,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Earle, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Ervin,  Fisher, 
Floyd,  Folger,  Foot,  Ford.  Forrest,  Fullerton,  Hack- 
ley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hall  oi 
North  Carolina,  Hazard,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibsh- 
raan,  Heister,  Hooks,  Hostetter,  Jones  of  Tennes- 
see, Kent,  Lalhrop,  Little,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Lyman, 
Maclay,  McCoy,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Marchand,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Morton, 
Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Parker  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Parker  of  Virginia,  Patterson,  Peek,  Philson, 
Pinckney,  Pitcher,  Plumcr,  Rankin,  Rhea,  Rich,  Rich- 
ard^  Richmond,  Ringgold,  Ross,  Russ,  Settle,  Simkins, 
Sloan,  Slocumb,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Southard,  Storrs, 
Strong  of  Vermont,  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Terrell, 
Tomhnson,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker,  Wendover, 
Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and 
Wood— 109. 

The  motion  to  refer  the  bill  to  a  select  commit- 
tee was  then  renewed,  (the  discharge  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  having  the  effect  to  divest 
the  bill  of  its  amendments,  and  restore  it  to  the 
House  in  the  shape  in  which  it  first  stood,)  and 
the  bill  was  voted  to  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  the  committee 
were  instructed  to  report  a  bill  making  more  defi- 
nite the  description  of  persons  to  be  admitted  on 
the  pension  roll  under  the  act  of  the  18th  of  March, 
1818,  entitled  '-An  act  to  provide  for  certain  per- 
sons engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  service  of  the 
United  States  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  for 
the  detection  of  frauds  and  impositions  which  have 
been  or  may  be  practised  by  applicants  under  that 
law." 

Messrs.  Whitman,  Barbour,  McLean,  of  Ken- 
tucky, Foot,  Storrs,  Forrest,  and  Tomlinson, 
were  then  appointed  the  said  select  committee. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  March  24. 
Mr.  Rich  presented  a  memorial  of  Alden  Pa- 
tridge,  late  captain  in  the  corps  of  engineers,  com- 
plaining of  acts  of  oppression  on  the  part  of  his 
superior  officers,  and  soliciting  that  justice  which 
he  conceives  has  been  denied  him  by  those  from 
whom  he  had  a  right  to  expect  it;  which  memo- 
rial was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 

Mr.  Sampson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to  alter  and 
establish  certain  post  roads  j  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Newton  from  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
reported  a  bill  lor  the  relief  of  Elkanah  Finney' 
and  others ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Coffin  and 
others. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn,  and,  the  question  being  taken  thereoD,  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  have  been  referred 
bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit:  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  NcNeii:" 
"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Pellet ;"  and  "  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Lefebvre;"  made  re- 
ports thereon,  recommending  that  each  of  the  said 
bills  be  postponed  indefinitely;  the  said  reports 
were  severally  read,  and,  together  with  the  said 
bills,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WiLLiA.MS,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  also  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  ''  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Harding, 
Giles  Harding,  John  Shute,  and  John  Nichols," 
reported  the  same,  without  amendment,  and  it 
was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  who  were  instructed  by  resolution  of 
the  24th  of  January  last,  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  allowing  to  the  clerks  of  the  circtiit 
court  the  same  fees,  in  all  cases  except  in  catises 
of  admiralty  and  maritime  jurisdiction,  as  were 
allowed  to  the  clerks  of  the  county  courts  within 
the  States  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  before  the 
cession  of  the  said  District;  and,  also,  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  so  much  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  as  give  a  daily  compensation  to 
the  district  attorney,  clerks,  and  marshal,  for  their 
attendance  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,"  made  a  report  thereon;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  same  committee,  who  were 
also  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
so  amending  the  laws  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
as  that  the  expenses  of  the  jurors  and  witnesses 
attending  the  circuit  court,  in  all  cases  except  such 
as  are  cognizable  in  a  district  or  other  circmt  court 
of  the  United  States,  shall  be  paid  by  the  respec- 
tive counties  of  Alexandria  and  "Washington," 
made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Newton  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  ad- 
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dressed  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  by  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mitting several  statements  in  relation  to  tne  trade 
of  the  United  States  with  the  West  Indies  and 
British  American  colonies,  for  four  years,  ending 
on  the  30th  September,  1818;  which  were  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  "Whole,  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  concerning  navigation. 

FUNERAL  OF  DECATUR. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose,  and,  after  a  speech  of  some 
length,  principally  growing  out  of  the  remark  of 
Mr.  Taylor,  on  the  preceding  day,  on  the  man- 
ner of  the  death  of  the  late  Commodore  Decatur, 
moved  a  resolution  to  this  effect : 

"That  the  Speaker,  officers  and  members  of  this 
House  will  attend  the  funeral  of  the  late  Stephen 
Decatur,  Esq.,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  from  his 
late  residence,  at  four  o'clock,  this  afternoon." 

As  soon  as  the  motion  was  stated  from  the 
Chair—        .    , 

Mr.  Holmes  rose.  Apprehending,  he  said,  that 
the  proposition  might  not  receive  an  unanimous 
vote ;  fearing  to  hear  either  yea  or  nay  on  such  a 
question ;  and  at  the  same  time  wishmg  to  give 
every  gentleman  of  the  House  an  opportunity  of 
indulging  his  own  inclination,  on  this  solemn  and 
melancholy  occasion,  he  moved  that  the  House  do 
note  adjourn. 

This  motion  supersedes  all  others,  and  precludes 
all  debate. 

It  was  decided  afl5rmatively,  without  debate, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


Saturday,  March  25. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  North  Carolina, 
Lemuel  Sawyer,  appeared,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  tooK  his  seat. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  further  to 
regulate  the  entry  of  merchandise  imported  into 
the  United  States  from  any  adjacent  territory; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  Monday  next 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Eliza- 
beth Braden ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  on  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  Cook,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  Governor  of  Illinois  to  ob- 
tain certain  abstracts  of  lands  from  certain  public 
offices;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr,  Taylor  submitted  the  following,  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table : 

Resolved,  That  the  business  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  House  shall  be  called,  for  consid- 
eration, in  the  following  order  : 

1.  Private  bills  which  have  passed  the  Senate,  and 
have  been  reported  favorably  by  a  committee  of  this 
House. 

2.  Priv&te  bills  reported  by  committees  of  this 
Honse. 

3.  Bills  of  a  public  nature. 


4.  Bills  which  have  passed  the  Senate,  and  have 
been  reported  against  by  a  committee  of  this  House. 

5.  Reports  unfavorable  to  petitions. 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Speaker,  so  arrange  the  business  in  the  preceding 
order,  for  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southard,  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  furnishing  the  trading-houses  estab- 
lished by  the  United  States  for  carrying  on  trade 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  with  articles  of  American 
manufactures. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  prescribing  the  manner  in  which 
the  State  of  Illinois  shall  take  possession  of  the 
salt  springs,  in  the  said  State,  which  were  guar- 
antied by  the  second  proposition  in  the  sixth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  Illinois  Territory  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion and  State  government,  and  for  the  admission 
of  such  State  into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  States,"  and  of  designating 
the  quantity  of  land  to  be  reserved  for  the  use  of 
the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  the  Secretary  of  War 
was  directed  to  transmit  to  this  House  a  statement 
showing  the  amount  and  costs  (including  trans- 
portation and  other  charges)  of  the  goods  furnished 
annually  to  each  factory,  or  Indian  trading-house, 
since  the  peace  of  1815;  specifying,  also,  the  kind 
and  quantity  of  furs,  peltries,  or  other  property 
annually  received,  since  that  period,  at  each  fac- 
tory ;  also,  the  amount  of  the  sales  of  such  furs, 
peltries,  or  other  property,  and  the  balance,  if  any, 
now  due  from  such  sales  to  the  Government. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Randolph, 
and  depending  at  the  time  of  adjournment,  that 
the  Speaker,  members  and  officers  of  this  House 
attend  the  funeral  of  the  late  Captain  Stephen 
Decatur ;  and,  the  said  resolution  being  read,  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  also  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  con- 
sider, the  amendment  proposed,  on  the  23d  instant, 
by  Mr.  Livermore,  to  the  standing  rules  and 
orders  of  the  House  in  relation  to  the  duties  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads ; 
and,  the  said  amendment  being  read,  the  question 
was  taken  to  agree  thereon,  and  determined  in  the 
negative. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  in  addition 
to  the  several  acts  for  the  establishment  and  regu- 
lation of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments," was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  respecting  the  Military  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States,  was  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  thereof,  and  the  said  bill 
was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

PUBLIC  D0CU.MENT8  AND  LAWS. 
The  House  then   resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  authorizing  a 
subscription   to  five  hundred  copies  of  the  11th 
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and  12th  volumes  of  Waite's  compilation  of  Con- 1  proceed  to  the  Island  of  Saint  Dominw    for  the  nnr. 
m-essional    Documents.     A    p-ooH  dpnl   nf  .l^Kaf^    r^nc«  «f  .i.;™;.,»  *u.  ;_j-   "  .    °'?'"^'  "^  tn©  pur- 


gressional  Documents.  A  good  deal  of  debate 
took  place  on  the  expediency  of  this  bill,  which 
after  rejecting  a  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion, (to  destroy  the  bill,)  resulted  in  reducing  the 
subscription  to  eighty  copies,  and  the  appropria- 
tion from  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  to 
four  hundred  dollars. 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  to  the  bill  to 
amend  the  act  providing  lor  the  publication  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  in  newspapers,  dec.  After 
considerable  debate  on  this  bill  also,  the  Committee 
rose  and  reported  the  bills  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Pindall  moved  to  postpone  the  first  bill 
([authorizing  the  subscription  to  the  State  Papers) 
indefinitely;  which  motion  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative — ayes   113,  noes  30. 

The  bill  was  of  course  rejected. 

A  motion  was  also  made  to  postpone  the  second 
bill  indefinitely,  but  failed — ayes  58,  noes  71 ;  and 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 


pose  of  claiming  the  indemnity  v^hich  appears  to  be 
justly  due  to  the  peutioners,  for  property  so  unjusUr 
taken  from  them.  He  accordingly  proceeded  thither ; 
but  was  denied  access  to  the  government  of  Christophe 
upon  the  alleged  ground  of  informality  in  the  style  of 
his  powers.  Mr.  Tyler  did  not  live  to  return  to  the 
United  States. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year,  1818,  a  second  attempt 
was  made  to  send  an  ugent  to  make  the  demand,  and 
authority  was  given  him  to  present  himself  in  a  man- 
ner, which  there  was  reason  to  expect  would  have 
discarded  every  question  of  form.  The  result,  how- 
ever, was  a  refusal,  again  to  receive  him.  A  formal 
recognition  of  the  kingdom  of  Hayti  not  being  deemed 
expedient,  no  further  measures  have  been  found  prac- 
ticable on  the  part  of  the  Executive,  in  the  case  ;  those 
suggestions  by  the  memorialists  being  within  the  ex- 
clusive authority  of  the  legislature. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Depa»T!«ist  op  State,  March  20,  1820. 


LOSSES  IN  SEMINOLE  WAR. 
Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
MoNOAV,  March  27.  I  Committee  of  Claims,  who  were,  on  the  twenty- 

The  Speaker  presented  a  memorial,  remon- i  ^S  of  nTvidTn?fn?fhl°^ 
strance,  and  protest,  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re-  I  tlZlZnTi^^  compensation  of  losses 

presentitives  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  deta.lin-sev-  i  ^^.^.^A'^^^'.^J^L'^^  '"?P^^^™^«^  and  apphcat.on  of 
eral  violations  of  the  territorial  rights  of  that  State 
in  treaties  concluded  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians  ;  as,  also,  of 
violations  of  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession 
of  1802.  and  remonstrating  and  protesting  against 
an  article  in  the  treaty  concluded  in  1817  be- 
tween the  Cherokee  nation  and  the  United  States, 
which  invest--  a  fee  simple  right  to  lands  in  certain 
Indians  of  that  nation;  and  soliciting  that  com- 
missioners maybe  appointed  to  treat  with  the  Creek 
and  Cherokee  nations  of  Indians,  for  further  ces- 
sions of  territory,  fur  the  use  of  Georgia  j  which 
memorial,  remonstrance,  and  protest,  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

An  embossed  bill,  entiiled  *'An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Elizabeth  Braden,*'  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

ST.  DOMINGO  SPOLIATIONS. 


private  property  to  the  military  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  the  late  Seminole  war,  made  a  report, 
concluding  with  the  following  resolution  : 

"  Resolvedt  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  pass  any  general 
[  law  on  the  subject,  and  that   the  committee  be  dis. 
I  charged  from  its  further  consideration." 
j      Mr.  Cobb  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  inexpe- 
j  dient  and  insert  the  word  expedient. 

After  a  short  debate,  Mr.  Cobb's  motion  was 
i  negatived  ;  and  the  report  of  the  committee  was 
\  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Williams,  also,  from  the-  Committee  of 
j  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Senate's  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged 
!  in  the  late  war  with  the  Seminole  Indians,  made 
i  a  report  thereon,  concluding;  with  a  recommenda- 
i  tion  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

This  report  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Jones,  Mr. 
Allen,  and  Mr.  Cannon  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Mc- 


Foreign  Affairs. — 


—      '"•  i»»-.^i..^,  auu  ..XI.  v^Ai^iiu.-^  ui    1  fuuessee,  ivir.  nic- 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of  j  Lean  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Warfield  of  Maryland, 
the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  petition  of  sundry  j  Mr.  Stephens  of  Connecticut;  and  was  supported 
merchants  ot  Boston,  by  Henry  Rice,  their  attor-  j  ^Y  ^r-j  Mercer  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Cclbreth  of 
ney,  and  on  the  petition  of  sundry  merchants  of  j  Maryland,  and  Mr.  Williams  and  Mr.  Culpepeb 
Baltimore,  comnlainins;  of  spoliations  on   their  '  of  North  Carolina. 

commerce  by  Christophe,  the  black  ruler  in  the  i      The  arguments  on  each  side  of  this  question 
Island  of  Saint  Domingo  ;  which  was  read,  and    ^^^^  been  already  pretty  fully  stated,  on  another 

,.oroi.,.a/<  tr.  tKn  r'^rv,,^;.. c — ; —  Ktr^:-..       |  occasion.     It  is  sufficient  now  generally  to  state, 

j  that  the  compensation  allowed  lor  the  use  of  these 
I  horses  was  said  to  be  intended  to  cover  also  the 
risk  of  their  loss ;  as  was  evident  from  the  fact, 
that  the  allowance  for  the  use  of  the  horse  was 
greater  than  that  allowed  to  the  rider  of  him  for 
his  services,  and  was  at  the  rate  of  double  the 
average  cost  of  human  labor  in  that  country,  &c. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  was  said,  that,  when  these 
volunteers  entered  the  service,  there  was  certainly 
an  implied  contract  that  the  United  States  should 
furnish  their  horses  with  the  forage,  and  should 


referred  to  the  Committee  on 
The  report  is  as  follows  : 

The  Secretary  of  Slate,  to  whom,  by  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  7th  of  February 
last,  the  petitions  of  Samuel  G.  Perkins  and  others, 
merchants  of  Massachusetts,  and  of  William  Patter- 
son and  others,  merchants  of  Baltimore,  were  referred, 
has  the  honor  of  submitting  to  the  House  the  follow- 
ing report : 

I  In  the  month  of  January,  1817,  in  consequence  of 
a  memorial  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  from 
sundry  persons,  interested  in  the  claims  set  forth  in  thesA 


....^.^  |.. .»^...,  ....^.....v...... ...w^.,...„....w..v........  ..^.^Ti     lumiMi   lueir   uuricjs  wiiu   wic  lurage,  ana  snoiua 

petiUons,  Septimus  Tyler  was  appointed  an  agent  to    not  cause  the  horses  to  be  rode  to  death  by  forced 
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inarches;  and  that  the  losses  in  question  were 
caused  in  this  manner,  &c. ;  that  the  rule  which 
had  been  applied  to  the  Kentucky  volunteers,  the 
Tennessee  volunteers  had  a  right  to  expect  to  be 
also  applied  to  them. 

Other  considerations  mingled  in  the  debate. 
Mr.  CuLBRETH,  for  example,  was  in  favor  of  the 
postponement  of  the  bill,  because  he  believed  the 
persons  embraced  in  the  bill  to  have  been  uncon- 
stitutionally in  service. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Tennessee,  said,  he  hoped  the 
bill  would  not  be  indefinitely  postponed.  He  was 
astonished,  he  said,  at  the  opposition  it  met  at 
every  stage,  and  in  every  shape,  in  which  it  had 
presented  itself.  Surely,  said  he,  there  is  nothing 
new  in  the  principle  contained  in  it;  there  is  noth- 
ing unjust  in  the  demand.  Payment  has  never  been 
denied  before  to  any  troops  for  the  losses  occa- 
sioned by  the  Government  failing  to  furnish  sub- 
sistence lor  their  horses,  agreeably  to  contract  when 
taken  into  service. 

As  an  objection  now,  we  are  told  that  these 
troops  received  forty  cents  per  day  for  the  use  and 
risk  of  their  horses,  and  that  they  ought  not  to 
have  expected  forage  could  be  furnished  in  a  wil- 
derness. Sir,  they  were  promised,  that  if  it  was 
not  furnished,  that  part  ot  the  risk  growinof  out  of 
the  failure  thereof  was  to  be  borne  by  the  Govern^ 
ment.  The  laws  passed  for  the  relief  of  all  whtt 
served  before  them,  confirmed  them  in  that  belief. 
The  risk  agreed  on  the  part  of  the  owner  only  was 

the  wear  and  tear,  and  death  in  the  ordinary  way 

not  that  his  horse  would  live  without  sustenance. 
In  the  event  of  a  loss  for  want  of  foras^e,  the  Gov- 
ernment derived  the  benefit  of  saving  that  expense, 
and,  being  in  default,  cannot  turn  over  the  loss 
upon  the  party  who  fulfilled  his  part  of  the  agree-  , 
ment.     Were  it  otherwise,  would  any  man  enter  ' 
the  service  with   a  horse,  for  the   difference  of 
monthly  pay  in  being  mounted  ?    Do  you  suppose  { 
he  would  take  with  him  his  horse,  (all  he  was  ' 
worth  perhaps,)  if  he  was  told  he  would  be  com-  j 
pelled  to  travel  him  as  long  as  he  could  endure  I 
nnnger  and  fatigue,  and  then  abandon  him,  to 
traverse  a  wilderness  three  or  four  hundred  miles 
home,  on  foot,  and  receive  nothing  for  him,  al- 
though every  purpose  of  the  Government  had  been 
accomplished  7    Patriotism  is  cherished  as  a  virtue 
in  the  West,  but  no  soldiers  can  be  gotten  there 
on  such  terms.     We  are  told  the  hire  ought  to  be 
deducted  if  the  horse  is  to  be  paid  for.     This  seems 
to  me  strange,  indeed.     It  is  not  pretended  that 
the  soldier  has  not  earned  faithfully  the  hire  or 
wages  promised;   nor  that  the  Government  has 
not  received  a  valuable  consideration,  and  every 
thing  expected.     The  object  had  in  view  was  to 
expedite  the  march  of  your  troops   to  a  remote 
point,  where  aid  was  immediately  wanted,  to  save 


I  would  rather  add  than  subtract,  if  the  wages  had 
any  thing  to  do  with  the  question  of  liability  for 
the  value  of  the  horse. 

The  plain  fact,  when  stripped  of  all  the  foliage 
unfortunately  gathered  round  it,  is  this:  these 
men  hired  you  their  horses  for  forty  cents  per  day 
and  you  starved  them  to  death  ;  and  now  you  tell 
them,  they  must  either  relinquish  their  horses  or 
their  wages.  This  amounts  to  an  impressment  of 
the  horse  without  any  compensation,  notwithstand- 
ing the  original  contract.  I  cannot  suppose  any 
member  of  this  House  would  require  the  soldier  to 
serve  his  country  for  nothing  ;  yet  the  course  now 
proposed  amounts  to  that,  and  nothing  else.  The 
wages  received  only  bought  a  horse,  on  his  return, 
to  plough  his  crop,  instead  of  the  one  he  entered 
the  service  upon. 

Sir,  1,  for  my  part,  had  rather  serve  here  with- 
out pay  than  withhold  it  from  him  who  risked  his 
life  for  ray  preservation.  I  have  seen  the  hard- 
ships these  troops  have  endured,  in  places  better 
calculated  to  appreciate  their  feelings  and  claims 
than  within  these  splendid  walls ;  and  they  too 
have  had  a  lesson.  Is  it  because  these  troops  are 
from  the  State  of  Tennessee  that  a  new  principle 
is  now  to  be  adopted  ?  Is  it  because  they  are  the 
same  who  saved  New  Orleans  by  their  heroic 
brav«|>'  on  the  23d  December  ?  Or  is  it  because 
they  w)  willingly  again  followed  their  gallant 
comiriinder  to  otiier  dangers  ? 

Art>  we  come  to  this,  that  the  soldier  is  to  be 
punished  in  order  to  pluck  the  laurels  from  the 
brow  of  his  General,  whose  only  crime  has  been  to 
make  your  enemies  tremble?  Sir,  his  conduct  has 
passed  in  review  before  you,  and,  like  the  pure  gold, 
stood  the  fiery  ordeal.  Wreak  not  your  vengeance 
upon  the  innocent  soldier,  who  cheerfully  rallied 
round  the  standard  of  his  country,  under  a  belief 
that  his  services  were  required  and  legally  author- 
ized. Without  the  means  of  knowing,  or  the 
right  of  contesting  the  powers  that  called  him  out, 
he  has  served  you  faithfully.  He  asks  you  for  no 
act  of  beneficence  in  his  favor.  All  he  wants  is 
that  justice,  which  no  individual  would  deny,  under 
similar  circumstances.  Let  it  not  be  said,  that  our 
whole  system  of  economy  is  narrowed  down  to  a 
few  unfortunate  sufferers,  who  come  here  for  relief 


the  expense  of  transportation  and  baggage  wagons; 
all  this  was  done,  and  when  the  soldier's  horse 
was  no  longer  useful  to  you,  he  was  left  to  starve. 
An  additional  burden  was,  to  be  sure,  thrown 
upon  the  soldier,  (that  of  walking  home,)  after 
fighting  your  battles.  Certainly  that  is  no  cause 
for  withholding  the  wages  he  would  have  been 
enutled  to,  had  you  not  robbed  him  of  his  horse. 


I  do  not  mean  to  reflect  upon  the  Committee  of 
Claims.     I  admire  their  vigilance,  and  the  dispo- 
sition shown  to  save  the  Treasury;  but  really  I 
am  afraid  they  have  learned  to  guard  the  door  so 
watchfully,  that  the  rightful  owner  himself  is  not, 
with  their  consent,  always  permitted  to  enter. 
j      Mr.  Cannon  said,  after  tne  very  full  discussion 
I  which  had  taken  place  on  this  subject,  in  an  early 
j  part  of  the  session,  he  regretted  that  it  had  again 
I  become  his  duty  to  trouble  the  House  with  a  single 
remark  in  addition  to  what  had  already  been  made 
on  this  subject ;  and,  he  said,  that  regret  was  in- 
creased by  the  circumstance  of  being  compelled 
by  his  duty  to  call  in  question  the  doctrines  and 

Principles  set  forth  in  this  report,  and  maintained 
y  his  honorable  friend  from  North  Carolina  (Mr. 
Williams)  who  is  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims,  with  whom,  generally,  he  took  the 
liberty  of  saying,  he  had  concurred  in  opinion.  But, 
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he  said,  he  thought  the  slightest  examination  of 
the  doctrines  assumed  in  this  report  would  be  suf- 
ficient to  satisfy  the  House  that  this  committee 
had  not  decided  in  this  case  with  their  accustomed 
accuracy,  and  that  they  have  departed  from  the 
true  principles  on  which  we  have  been  legislating 
for  years  past.     Sir,  said  he,  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  denies,  in  the  outset  of  the  report, 
that  there  is  any  liability  on  the  part  of  the  Gene- 
ral Grovernment  to  pay  for  the  loss  of  these  horses, 
although  that  loss  was  sustained  in  consequence 
of  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to 
furnish  the  necessary  forage.    He  contends  that  it 
was  a  contingency  to  be  apprehended  when  they 
entered  the  service,  and  was  incident  to  a  state  of 
war.     Mr.  C.  said,  he  could  not  help  feeling  some- 
what astonished  to  hear  such  doctrines  assumed 
by  that  gentleman.     What,  he  asked,  had  been  the 
principles  on  which  we  have  acted  in  all  cases 
arising  out  of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain, 
which  preceded  this  campaign  ?     Why,  sir,  in  all 
the  different  cases  that  havearisenoutof  that  war, 
whether  to  the  North,  the  South,  the  East,  or  the 
West,  in    all   cases  where  mounted   troops  have 
been  employed  in  your  service,  and  have  sustained 
damage  by  the  loss  of  horses,  in  consequence  of 
failure  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  furnish 
forage,  they   have  been  paid  the  value  of  their 
horses,  also  forty  cents  per  day  for  the  use  of  them 
while  in  service.     The  doctrine,  therefore,  now 
assumed  by  the  Committee  of  Claims,  may  well 


H.  OP  R. 


the  whole  of  this  campaign,  he  believed  none 
doubted  it,  nor  had  he,  nor  any  other  person  within 
his  hearing,  charged  the  Government  with  any 

neglect  tomake  sufficient  exertion  to  furnish  forage; 
he  believed  none  of  the  advocates  of  the  bill  or 
anybody  else,  entertained  such  opinions.    He  said, 
none  ol  the  friends  of  the  measure  had  contepded' 
that  the  Government  should  be  required  to  perform 
impossibilities;  they  had  only  contended  that  each 
party  in  any  contract  or  engagement  was  bound 
to  indemnify  for  losses  sustained  by  the  other  party 
in  consequence  of  any  failure  to  perform  on  their 
own  part.     Here,  he  thought,  the  committee  had 
not  met  the  question  fairly,  and,  after  all  their  re- 
searches, had  found  a  poor  pretext  for  refusing  to 
acknowledge  the  justice  of  this  claim.    But,  sir, 
said  he,  the  Committee  of  Claims  are  opposed  to 
the  policy  which  has  heretofore  been  pursued  in 
remunerating  individuals   who   sustain   losses  of 
property  in  the  service  of  their  country.     It  was  a 
policy,  he  said,  which  he  had  been  truly  glad  to 
see  in  existence  here,  and  he  hoped  it  would  not 
yet  be  abandoned.     This  jpolicy,  he  said,  was  cal- 
culated to  give  a  powerful  incentive  to  patriotism, 
a  firm  reliance  on  the  justice  of  the  Government; 
and  a  knowledge  that  it  is  ready  to  remunerate  for 
such  losses,  will  always  produce  a  willingness  on 
the  part  of  the  people  of  this  country  to  hazard 
their  property,  and  even  their  lives,  in  its  defence, 
whenever  it  may  be  necessary. 
.  .  ,        ,  ,      Sir,  said  he,  can  it  be  possible  that  gentlemen 

be  called  a  new  doctrine.    It  was  such  doctrine,  I  wish  to  adopt  the  contrary  unjust  policy,  that  the 


he  said,  as  he  did  not  wish  to  see  practised  on  by 
the  Government  in  this  case  or  any  other  that 
might  hereafter  happen.  He  said  it  had  not  been 
denied  by  the  advocates  of  the  bill,  that  these  vol- 
unteers had  received  forty  cents  per  day  for  the 
use  and  ordinary  risk  of  their  horses.  This,  he 
said,  however,  included  nothing  more  than  the 
ordinary  risk,  and  did  not  include  the  risk,  as  seems 
to  be  supposed  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Car- 
olina, of  starving  their  horses  to  death  for  want  of 
forage.  For,  said  he,  the  Government  is  just  as 
much  bound  to  furnish  forage  for  the  horse  as  it  is 
to  furnish  rations  for  the  rider.  Nothing,  he  said, 
could  appear  to  him  more  just  than  the  claim  of 
these  persons  against  the  Government.  Indeed, 
he  felt  surprised  to  hear  any  gentleman  contend  on 
this  floor  that  the  Government  was  not  bound  to 
furnish  forage  for  the  horses  of  these  volunteers. 
It  is  utterly  impossible  that  any  such  understand- 
ing, as  has  been  supposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  could  have  existed,  after  what  had 


whole  losses  of  property  sustained  in  a  war  should 
be  borne  by  a  few  patriots,  who  are  the  first  to  step 
forward  with  their  lives  and  their  property,  in  the 
defence  of  the  country  ?  He  could  not  believe  that 
this  could  be  their  object.  No,  sir,  said  he,  these 
losses  ought  to  be  sustained  by  the  whole  commu- 
nity, and  not  the  few  who  have  thus  made  the 
sacrifice.  These,  if  I  understand  any  thing  about 
it,  are  the  true  principles  of  all  good  governments, 
he  hoped  the  principle  would  never  be  abandoned 
in  any  case  that  either  has,  or  may  hereafter,  oc- 
cur in  this  country.  As  for  the  suggestion  made 
by  the  Committee  of  Claims,  that  it  would  be  the 
interest  of  the  volunteers  to  preserve  their  horses 
until  near  the  end  of  the  campaign,  and  then  de- 
stroy them,  or  let  them  die  by  neglect,  if  it  was 
known  the  Government  would  pay  for  them,  he 
thought  it  scarcely  deserved  a  reply  ;  for,  as  respects 
the  case  before  us,  it  could  not  be  supposed  that  any 
person  could  be  influenced  by  any  such  motive — 
for,  if  he  lost  his  horse,  or  was  deprived  of  him  in 


been  done  before  in  other  similar  cases  ;  for,  in  no    any  way,  he  would  have  to  plunge  on  foot  six  or 
.1  .,        ,    ,  ^     ..  .   .       sevenhundredmiles,  through  the  lakes  and  swamps 

of  Florida,  and  this  for  the  sake  of  receiving  pay 
for  his  horse,  and  that  too  at  the  risk  of  his  health, 
constitution,  and  perhaps  his  life.  However,  he 
said  he  could  not  believe  that  any  of  those  whose 
patriotism  had  prompted  them  voluntarily  to  en- 
gage in  the  service  of  their  country,  were  capable 
of  being  influenced  by  any  such  motives.  He  said, 
a  document  had  been  read  at  the  table,  which 
,  went  to  show  that  the  commanding  General,  as 

way  that  I  have  mentioned.  But,  as  to  the  impracti-    well  as  some  other  officers  on  this  campaign,  had 
cability  of  the  Grovernment  to  furnish  forage  during    been  compelled  to  purchase  corn  at  the  enormous 


one  single  case,  during  the  whole  war  of  which  he 
had  been  speaking,  had  pay  been  refused,  in  any 
case  similar  to  the  one  under  consideration.  These 
volunteers  on  the  Seminole  campaign,  he  said, 
were  the  first  to  whom  remuneration  for  such  losses 
had  been  refused,  and  he  thought  it  must  be  clear 
to  the  mind  of  every  man  who  would  take  the 
trouble  to  examine  for  himself,  that  these  officers 
and  soldiers  had  a  good  right  to  expect  remunera- 
tion for  losses,  if  any  should  be  sustained  in  the 
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price  of  fifty  cents  per  quart,  in  order  to  sustain 
their  horses  on  some  of  the  marches  they  made. 
This,  he  said,  was  sufficient  to  show,  beyond  the 
possibility  of  doubt,  that  it  was  not  in  the  power 
of  a  private  soldier  to  obtain  the  means  of  subsist- 
ence for  his  horse.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr. 
C,  the  great  anxiety  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  to  find  a  plausible  pretext  for  recommend- 
ing the  indefinite  postponement  of  this  bill,  had, 
he  thought,  driven  him  into  error.  He  thought 
he  had  been  a  little  unfortunate  in  referring  to  the 
laws  that  had  been  in  existence  on  this  subject, 
and  of  which  he  thought  the  gentleman  had  taken 
a  very  partial  view ;  therefore,  he  said,  he  hoped 
he  would  be  indulged  while  he  would  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Committee  to  all  the  laws,  or  at  least 
those  parts  of  the  different  laws,  that  either  were 
or  had  been  in  force,  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  C.  began  by  reading  first  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  1795;  then  he  called  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  act  of  1816,  of  which  he  said 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  had  so  loudly 
complained.  After  commenting  on  which,  ht  also 
read  the  amendment  to  the  said  act,  passed  in 
1817;  and  lastly  read  the  act  of  1818,  which  he 
said  was  the  last  act  that  had  been  passed  by  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  that  had  any  refer- 
ence to  the  subject.  All  of  which  acts,  said  Mr.  C, 
from  the  year  181G  up  to  the  present  time,  had 
clearly  and  unequivocally  sanctioned  the  princi- 
ple contained  in  the  bill  under  consideration  ;  and 
all  of  which  laws  had  been  in  force  and  use  pre- 
vious to  the  time  these  volunteers  entered  your 
service  on  the  Seminole  campaign.  Indeed,  he 
said,  he  had  no  doubt  but  many  of  them  had  re- 
ceived the  benefits  of  the  laws  he  had  read  more 
than  once,  in  consequence  of  losses  of  a  similar 
kind  they  had  sustained  on  the  former  tours  of  duty 
they  have  performed ;  and  they  had  also  seen  or 
known  of  others  being  paid  whose  horses  had  been 
lost  for  want  of  forage  in  the  service.  Therefore, 
he  said,  he  could  not  see  the  slightest  grounds  on 
which  the  Committee  of  Claims  could  entertain 
the  opinion  they  had  advanced,  and  which  had 
been  supported  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Car- 
olina, with  great  mgenuity ;  that  the  volunteers  had 
understood,  when  they  entered  the  service,  that 
Government  was  not  bound  to  remunerate  for  the 
losses  that  miaht  happen  to  them  for  want  of  for- 
age. Sir,  said  he,  it  is  ulterable  impossible  that 
any  such  idea  could  have  prevailed  at  that  or  any 
other  time.  No  sir,  said  he,  they  had  too  much 
confidence  in  the  justice  of  this  Government ;  they 
believed  it  would  extend  the  same  justice  to  them, 
in  such  cases,  that  had  been  extended  to  all  oth- 
ers. This,  he  said,  was  a  just  idea,  and  such  as 
must  have  been,  and  ought  to  have  been,  enter- 
tained by  every  individual  who  entered  your  ser- 
vice on  that  campaign.  For,  said  he,  under  any 
such  idea  as  seems  to  be  conjured  up  by  this  com- 
mittee, he  could  not  suppose  that  any  men  could 
be  found  in  this  country  so  ready  to  embark  with 
their  property  in  your  service,  unless  indeed  in  a 
case  of  extreme  emergency  or  imminent  danger. 
A^  y^V  he  said,  we  expect  something  like  equal 
rights,  benefits,  and  privileges  ;  equal  pay  for  equal 


services ;  and  equal  remuneration  for  oqual  losses, 
when  sustained  in  the  public  service.  And  let  me 
tell  you,  sir,  said  he,  there  are  none  of  us  but  ex- 
pect this  here  or  elsewhere.  He  said,  even  if  it 
should  be  thought  proper  to  change  the  policy,of 
our  Government  in  regard  to  this  principle,  so  as 
to  compel  the  patriot  and  soldier  to  bear  these  losses 
themselves,  good  faith  requires  that  those  who 
have  already  sustained  such  losses  in  your  service 
should  be  paid. 

There  was  another  ground,  he  said,  taken  by  the 
Committee  of  Claims  against  this  bill.  In  the 
course  of  their  researches  and  exertions  to  find 
something  to  excite  prejudice  against  the  measure, 
they  have  been  informed,  it  seems,  by  the  Second 
Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  that  these  officers  and 
soldiers  have  received  forty  cents  per  day  for  their 
horses  after  they  were  dead.  Now,  sir,  said  he,  if 
this  be  true,  it  would  seem  to  him  to  amount  to  a 
very  serious  charge  against  the  officer  whose  duty 
it  was  to  settle  those  accounts ;  for  he  knew  of  no 
law  making  such  provision.  The  law,  he  said, 
only  allows  the  forty  cents  per  day  for  the  use  and 
ordmary  risk  while  in  actual  service.  However, 
he  said,  he  entertained  no  doubt  that  many — per- 
haps the  greater  part — who  lost  their  horses,  pro- 
cured others  immediately,  and  continued  on  in  the 
service.  Those  who  did  so,  he  said,  were  certainly 
as  much  entitled  to  receive  pay  for  the  use  of  a 
horse  the  whole  campaign,  as  though  the  first  horse 
had  lived  to  the  end  of  it.  This,  he  thought,  would 
not  be  denied.  But,  he  said,  it  seemed  that  the 
Committee  of  Claims  entertained  the  opinion  that 
these  volunteers  had  already  received  the  full  value 
of  their  horses,  or  perhaps  more  than  their  value. 
Of  this,  however,  he  said,  they  had  not  attempted 
to  produce  any  evidence  of  the  fact  to  the  House, 
nor  did  he  believe  it  to  be  true. 

Many  of  the  horses,  he  said,  he  had  no  doubt 
were  worth  more  than  double  the  amount  that  had 
j  been  received  for  the  use  of  them.     But,  Mr.  C. 
!  said,  he  did  not  think  this  was  a  good  argument 
against  the  passage  of  the  law.    It  was  known,  he 
said,  that  many  of  the  rangers  who  had  been  in 
service  during  the  late  war  had  received,  for  the 
use  of  their  horses,  an  amount  of  more  than  double 
their   value.     Here,  he   said,   the  Committee   of 
Claims  had  introduced  a  principle  that  is  not  ap- 
plicable, in  any  case,  between  individuals  in  any 
similar  contract.     Therefore,  he  hoped  it  would 
be  applied,  in  the  present  case,  between  the  Gov- 
ernment and  these  individuals,  even  if  gentlemen 
should  believe  it  would  have  been  better,  as  is  sug- 
gested bv  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  have  pur- 
chased the  horses  before  they  entered  the  service ; 
the  policy  of  doing  which  hereafter,  he  said,  might 
present  a  different  question.     It  was  enough,  he 
said,  to  know  that  it  was  not  done  in  the  case  now 
before  us.     But,  sir,  said  he,  have  we  not  be<!n  in- 
formed by  a  letter  or  document,  which  was  read 
and  now  lies  on  your  table,  that  a  part  of  these 
horses  were  so  much  broke  down  that  they  were 
ordered  to  be  sold  at  public  sale,  by  order  of  the 
officers,  and  that  the  proceeds  had  oeen  paid  into 
the  Treasury  of  the   United   States.     How,  he 
asked,  would  tliis  case  be  got  round  by  the  gentle- 
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man  from  North  Carolina,  or  any  of  the  members 
who  oppose  the  passage  of  the  bill  ?  Are  these 
poor  fellows  to  have  their  horses  taken  from  them 
and  sold,  the  money  appropriated  to  public  use 
and  they  receive  nothing  at  all,  not  even  the  money 
they  sold  for,  which  he  had  no  doubt  was  very 
little  ?  Upon  the  whole,  sir,  said  he,  it  miist  be 
obvious  to  the  mind  of  any  gentleman  who  will 
for  a  moment  notice  this  report,  that  the  ingenuity 
of  the  committee  had  been  put  to  the  rack  to  find 
the  most  specious  grounds  on  which  they  recom- 
niended  the  rejection  of  the  bill.  The  arguments 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  McCoy,)  he 
said,  had  principally  been  predicated  on  the  same 
grounds  as  were  taken  in  the  report,  except  the 
remarks  that  gentleman  had  made  respecting  these 
volunteers  having  received  pay  for  their  clothing 
also.  This  argument,  he  said,  was  fully  met  by 
the  provisions  of  the  bill,  which  provided  that  any 
amount,  if  any  had  been  thus  received,  should  be 
deducted  from  the  price  of  the  horse.  The  gentle- 
man from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Culbreth,)  who  also 
opposed  the  passage  of  the  bill,  he  said,  had  taken 
a  different,  though  not  new  ground  against  it— the 
unconstitutionality  of  the  service.  This  argument, 
he  said,  might  apply  to  a  case  where  the  com- 
manding officer  alone  was  interested,  but  bethought 
it  could  not,  with  any  propriety,  be  applied  to  the 
case  of  a  private  soldier,  who  supports  the  Consti- 
tution of  his  country  by  yielding  strict  obedience 
to  his  officer. 

But,  he  said,  he  had  hoped  that  the  opponents 
of  the  bill  would  not  again  have  urged  its  rejec- 
tion on  this  ground ;  the  argument  on  this  point, 
however,  he  said,  had  been  so  fully  answered  on 
a  former  occasion,  that  he  would  not  tire  the  pa- 
tience of  the  Committee  by  repeating  them  again. 
None  of  the  arguments  which  have  been  presented 
to  the  House  by  the  Committee  of  Claims,  or  any 
of  the  gentlemen  who  had  endeavored  to  support 
their  report,  could,  he  thought,  l>e  felt  to  have  suf- 
ficient weight  to  meet  the  strong  claim  these  per- 
wns  have  on  this  Government  for  remuneration. 
He  said  he  had  shown,  bv  the  laws  which  he  had 
read  to  the  Committee,  that  these  volunteers  must 
have  entertained  the  most  just  expectation  that 
they  would  be  remunerated  for  losses  sustained,  in 
all  cases  where  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  comply  with  its  engagement  had  occa- 
sioned the  loss.  He  said  he  had  shown,  that  all 
others  who  have  been  in  service  during  the  late 
war,  and  who  have  sustained  losses  in  the  same 
way,  have  been  remunerated ;  and  he  thought  it 
was  fully  shown,  that  these  volunteers  of  the  Sem- 
inole campaign  have  a  claim  against  the  Govern- 
ment, that  in  strict  justice  it  is  bound  to  pay.  It 
must,  he  said,  be  recollected  that  the  claimants 
would  all  have  to  show,  by  the  most  satisfactory 
evidence,  that  the  loss  was  sustained  in  conse- 
quence of  the  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  furnish  forage,  and  without  any  fault  or 
neglect  on  their  part,  before  their  ctaims  could  be 
allowed  or  paid  under  this  law,  provided  it  was 
passed.  The  single  point  in  this  case,  made  by 
the  failure  of  the  Government  to  fulfil  its  part  of 
the  obligation,  he  thought  was  a  point  on  which 


these  claims,  in  strict  justice,  might  safely  rest. 

1  his  point  had  not,  and  he  believed  could  not  be 

met  by  the  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  bill     But 

sir,  said  Mr.  C,  I  hope  gentlemen  wUl  remember! 

while  they  are  deciding  on  this  subject,  that  thev 
are  deciding  on  the  claims  of  some  of  the  most 

meritorious  and  patriotic  citizens  of  the  Western 
country,  who  have  rendered  other  and  more  im- 
portant services  to  this  nation,  in  time  of  extreme 
danger   during  the  late  \^'ar  with  Great  Britain. 

He  said  many  of  these  persons  had  sought  the  first 
opportunity  to  engage  in  the  service  during  that 
eventful  period.  They  were  amongst  the  first  vol- 
unteers who  descended  the  Mississippi  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  lower  country.  They  were  the  first 
who  entered  the  Creek  nation,  after  the  horrid 
massacre  at  Fort  Mims,  without  orders  from  the 
President,  the  Governor  of  the  State,  General 
Jackson,  or  any  other  officer;  and  were  followed 
by  General  Jackson,  with  other  volunteers  and 
mihtia,  with  whom  they  united  in  the  Indian 
country,  (after  destroying  one  of  the  enemy's 
towns,)  where  they  were  organized  into  a  regi- 
ment, m  which,  he  said,  two  of  his  colleagues 
(Col.  Allen  and  Capt.  Jones)  were  made  offi- 
cers, with  himself.  They,  he  said,  had  been  recog- 
nised, and  received  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  paid  for  services  and  losses  sustained 
in  this  way,  although  we  were  not  called  into  ser- 
vice by  any  authority  known  in  our  Government; 
we  were  driven  there,  each  one  by  the  impulse  of 
his  own  feelings.  The  enemy  were  sought,  and 
wherever  they  could  be  found  the  severest  chas- 
tisement was  inflicted.  These  volunteers  were  the 
first  from  our  State  in  battle ;  and  by  their  valor 
and  good  conduct  at  the  battles  of  Tallasatchee 
and  Talledega,  obtained  the  most  decisive  victo- 
ries over  the  savage  enemy  that  had  been  known 
in  the  annals  of  our  national  history.  They,  in- 
deed, were  the  first  to  give  military  character  to 
the  State  which  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  repre- 
sent. They  had  encountered  hardships,  dangers, 
and  sufferings  in  the  service,  on  this  campaign, 
that  were  unpleasant  to  think  of,  much  more  to 
relate,  and  had  fought  in  many  other  battles  in  the 
Creek  nation. 

These  same  young  men  were  also  the  first  who 
afterwards  rushed  to  the  defence  of  the  Southern 
frontier  when  invaded  by  the  combined  armies  of 
Europe  during  the  late  war  ;  they  marched  with 
unexampled  speed  to  the  places  where  this  force 
was  expected  to  land,  to  Mobile,  Pensacola,  and 
lastly  to  New  Orleans,  where  they  were  the  first 
to  engage  the  enemy,  on  the  night  of  the  23d  of 
December,  (a  moment,  he  said,  ever  to  be  remem- 
bered in  our  history,)  at  the  spot  where  the  hostile 
tread  of  the  enemy  made  the  first  impression  on  the 
sacred  soil  of  Western  America  j  and  here,  he  said, 
by  their  distinguished  gallantry  and  daring  intre- 
pidity, he  believed  they  saved  trom  destruction  the 
city  of  New  Orleans,  and  effected  thereby  the 
safety  of  the  whole  Western  country ;  and  now, 
he  said,  they  had  been  called  upon  to  embark  in 
this  Seminole  campaign,  by  the  same  officer  under 
whom  they  had  so  often  rallied,  and  under  whom 
they  had  so  often  fought  and  bled  in  their  country's 
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cause.  They  did  not  hesitate,  or  inquire  for  his 
authority,  but  again  put  themselves  under  his  com- 
mand, with  theur  usual  promptness ;  and,  although 
it  had  not  been  in  their  power  to  perform  as  im- 
portant services  as  on  former  occasions,  the  hard- 
ships and  dangers  they  encountered  were  not  much 
less,  he  was  informed,  than  had  been  encountered 
on  any  former  campaign.  Many  of  these  volun- 
teers, he  said,  were  poor,  and  unable  to  sustain 
such  losses.  He  believed  they  were  generally  so. 
Some  had  purchased  the  horses  they  had  lost  in 
service  on  credit,  and,  after  paying  every  cent  they 
had  received  from  the  Government  as  pay  for  their 
services,  as  well  as  for  the  use  of  their  horses,  are 
yet  in  debt,  and  were,  perhaps,  now  laboring  to 

Eay  up  the  balance.  He  said  he  thought  this  a 
ard  case  ;  they  had  evinced  their  patriotism  and 
attachment  to  the  Government  on  every  occasion 
that  had  offered,  and  he  thought,  if  the  claim  of 
any  one  part  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  Stales 
was  entitled  to  a  more  liberal  consideration  than 
another  part,  it  was  that  of  these  sufferers  on  the 
Seminole  campaign.  However,  he  said,  for  his 
own  part,  he  did  not  think  their  case  required  the 
exercise  of  any  liberality,  believing,  as  he  did,  that 
it  was  founded  on  the  immutable  principles  of 
justice;  and  he  hoped,  therefore,  the  bill  would  not 
be  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
bill  was  decided,  by  yeas  and  nays,  in  the  nega- 
tive— yeas  73,  nays 84, as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Adams,  Ball,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Buf- 
fum,  Burwell,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Case,  Cobb, 
Crafts,  Culbreth,  Cuipeper,  Cuthbert,  Dewitt,  Dickin- 
son, Eddy,  Edwards,  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North 
Carohna,  Fay,  Folger,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Hall  of 
New  York,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hall  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Hardin,  Hill,  Kendall,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Linn, 
Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McCoy,  Marchand,  Ma- 
son, R.  Moore,  Moseley,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachu- 
setts, Parker  of  Virginia,  Phelps,  Pindall,  Plumer, 
Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Robertson,  Sampson,  Saw- 
yer, Sergeant,  Shaw,  Silsbee,  Slocumb,  Smith  of  North 
Carolina,  Southard,  Storrs,  Su-eet,  Strong  of  Vermont, 
Strong  of  New  York,  Taylor,  Terrell,  Tompkins, 
Tnmble,  Tucker  of  Virginia.  Tyler,  Upham,  Wen- 
dover,  WhiUnan,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and 
Wood. 

Nats— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  New  York, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Anderson,  Archer   of  Maryland. 
Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Barbour,  Beecher, 
Bloomfield,   Boden,    Brown,   Brush,   Bryan,   Burton, 
Butler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Cocke,  Cro-  , 
well,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Davidson,  Earle,  Edwards 
of  Pennsylvania,    Fisher,  Foot,    Fullerton,    Garnett,  i 
Gross    of  New    York,    Hackley,    Hazard,    Hemphill, 
Hendncks,  Herrick,  Hibshman,  Holmes.  Hooks,  Hos- 
tetter,  Jones ofTennessee,  Kent,  Kinsey, Little,  Lincoln, 
Livermore,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  , 
of  Kentucky,    Mallary,    .Mercer,    Metcalf,  S.    Moore, 
Monell,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Overstreet,  Par- 
ker of  Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Ran- 
kin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Settle,  Simkins, 
Oloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Ste- 
vens, Strother,  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Tomhnson,  Tracj, 
rucker  of  South  Carolina,  Van  Rensselaer,  Walker, 
Wallace,  and  Warfield.        -       - 


SPANISH  TREATY.    ' 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  House  oj  Representatives  of  the  United  States  .- 
I  transmit  to  Congress  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  St. 
Petersburgh,  of  the  1st  of  November  last,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  our  relations  with  Spain,  indicating  the  senti- 
ments of  the  Emperor  of  Russia  respecting  the  non- 
ratification,  by  His  Catholic  Majesty,  of  the  treaty 
lately  concluded  between  the  United  Stales  and  Spain, 
and  the  strong  interest  which  His  Imperial  Majesty 
takes  in  promoting  the  ratification  of  that  treaty.  Of 
this  friendly  disposition,  the  most  satisfactory  assur- 
ance has  been  since  given  directly  to  this  Government 
by  the  Minister  of  Russia  residing  here. 

I  transmit,   also,  to  Congress,   an  extract  of  a  letter 
from  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States, 
at  Madrid,  of  a  later  date  than  those  heretofore  coml 
municated ;  by  which  it  appears  that,  at  the  insUnce 
of  the  Charge  des  Affaires,  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia, 
a  new  pledge  had  been  given  by  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment, that  the  Minister  who  had  been  lately  appointed 
to  the  United  States  should  set  out  on  his  mission 
without  delay,  with  full  powers  to  settle  all  differences 
I  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  parties. 
I      I    have  further  to  state  that  the  GovernmenU  rtf 
I  France  and  Great  Britain   continue  to  manifest  the 
j  sentiments  heretofore    communicated   respecting  the 
I  non-ratification  of  the  treaty  by  Spain,  and  to  inter- 
pose their  good  offices  to  promote  itu  ratification. 
'      It  is  proper  to  add  that  the  Governments  of  France 
I  and  Russia  have  expressed  an  earnest  desire  that  the 
j  United  States  would  take  no  step,  for  the  present,  on 
I  the  principle  of  reprisal,  which  might  possibly  tend  to 
;  disturb  the    peace    between   the    United    States    and 
Spain.     There  is  good  cause  to  presume,   from   the 
i  delicate   manner  in  which  this  sentiment  has  been 
:  conveyed,  that  it  is  founded  in  a  belief,  as  well  as  a 
I  desire,  that  our  just  objects  may  be  accomplished  with- 
out the  hazard  of  such  an  extremity. 

On  full  consideration  of  all  these  circumstances,  I 
have  thought  it  my  duty  to  submit  to  Congress  whe- 
ther it  will  not  be  advisable  to  postpone  a  decision  on 
the  questions  now  depending  with  Spain,   until  the 
next  session.     The   distress   of   that   nation,    at   this 
juncture,   affords  a  motive  for  this  forbearance,  which 
cannot  fail  to  be  duly  appreciated.     Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, the  attention  of  the  Spanish  Government 
may  be  diverted  from  its  foreign   concerns,  and  the 
arrival  of  a  Minister  here  be  longer  delayed.     I  am 
the  more  induced  to  suggest  this  course  of  proceeding 
from  a  knowledge  that,  while  we  shall  thereby  make 
a  just  return  to  the  Powers  whose  good  offices  have 
been  acknowledged,   and  increase,  by  a  new  and  sig- 
nal proof  of  moderation,   our  claims  on  Spain,  our 
attitude  in  regard  to  her  will  not  be  less  favorable  at 
the  next  session  than  it  is  at  the  preaent. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Wasuihgtox,  March  27,  1820. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

PROMULGATION  OF  THE  LAWS. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  act  providing 
for  the  publication  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  a  third  time ;  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered  on  its  passage. 
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[This  bill  proposes  to  reduce  the  number  of  the 
publishers  of  the  laws  to  one  for  every  State  and 
Territory,  and  to  reduce  the  allowance  for  the 
execution  of  the  work  to  about  one-half  of  its  pres- 
ent amount.] 

HercuDon  ensued  a  debate,  in  which  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  took  sides:  For  the  bill— Messrs. 
CcLPEPEH,  Pindall,  and  Smith,  of  North  Caro- 
lina; against  the  bill,  Messrs.  Cannon,  Mallary, 
Foot,  Simkins,  Little,  Settle,  Strother, 
Rhea,  and  Southard. 

The  debate  turned  on  the  question,  whether  the 
object  was  worth  a  continuation  of  the  present 
expeiiditure,  which  it  is  supposed  the  passage  of 
the  bill  will  reduce  by  three-lourths  of  its  amount. 

Those  who  opposed  the  bill  said,  that  they  were 
unwilling  to  diminish  the  newspaper  circulation 
among  the  people  of  the  laws  passed  for  their  gov- 
ernment ;  that  it  was  due  to  them  that  they  should 
at  least  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  what  the 
laws  were;  that   the   number  of  printers  of  the 
laws  had,  in  this  view,  better  be  extended,  even  so 
as  to  include  all  the  printers  of  the  United  States, 
than  reduced  to  the  number  of  twenty-five.    With 
a  view  to  economy,  it  was  said  that  a  petty  .saving 
of  five  or  six,  or  even  ten  thousand  dollars,  was 
nothing  compared  to  the  diffusion  of  information 
among  the  people ;  and   the  amount  could  be  re- 
trenched on  almost  any  other  object  of  expendi- 
ture with  more  propriety  than  on  this.     It  would 
be  desirable,  it  was  said,  if  it  could  be  effected,  to 
make  provision  that  every  free  man  in  the  Gov- 
ernment should  read  the  laws.     If  the  present  pub- 
lication of  the  laws  was  so  unimportant  as  to  allow 
Congress  to  reduce  the  numbtT  of  papers  to  one 
in  each  State  and   Territory,  the  publication  of 
them   in   newsnapers  had   better  be  entirely  dis- 
pensed with— the  present  number  being  as  small 
as  possible,  with  a  view  to  any  thing  like  a  diffu- 
sion of  a  knowledge  of  the  laws  among  the  peo- 
ple.    With  regard  to  the  argument  in  favor  ofthe 
bill,  that  it  went  to  reduce  the  patronage  of  the 
Department  of  State,  it  was  said  to  be  entitled  to 
little  weight ;  for  it  was  not  to  be  thought  that 
the  printers  were  to  be  influenced  improperly  by 
the  pittance  allowed  them  for  the  publication  of 
the  laws.     It  was  denied,  further,  that  the  printers 
would  voluntarily  publish    the  laws,  or  at   least 
such  of  them  as  were  important,  as  had  been  said, 
without  compensation.     But,  were  it  otherwise,  it 
was  argued,  there  was  no  propriety  in  submitting 
to  the  printer  the  decision  of  the  question,  which 
of  the  laws  were,  and  which  were  not,  impor- 
tant ;  which  were,  and  which  were  not,  worthy  of 
being  known  to  the  people.     That  the  interest  of 
the  whole  people,  m  the  operation  of  the  laws,  the 
agency  of  their  Representatives  in  passing  them, 
their  political  right  to  investigate  and  judge  of 
them  when  passed,  all  required  a  wide  diffusion 
of  the  laws:  and  that  to  this  end  the  present  num- 
ber of  publishers  of  the  laws,  three  in  each  State 
was  not  too  large,  but  rather  too  small  a  propor- 
tion of  the  whole  number  of  newspapers  printed 
in  the  United  States. 

The  vote  on  the  question  stood  : — For  the  bill 
seventy-nine,  against  it,  seventy-eight,  as  follows: 


y.is— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia  Ba- 
ker, Baldwin,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Beecher,  Bloomfield, 
Brevard,  Brown,  Burton,  Burwell,  Butler  of  New 
Hampshire.  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Cuipeper 
Cuthbert,  Davidson,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania  Ed-' 
wards  of  North  Carolina,  Fay,  Floyd.  Forrest,  Hall  of 
New  York,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hardin,  Hemphill,  Her- 
nck.  Hooks,  Hosteller,  Kendall,  Kinsley.  Linn,  Ma- 
clay, McCoy,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Marchand,  Mer- 
cer, Metcalf,  Moseley,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. Overstreet,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patterson, 
Phelps,  Pindall,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Robertson, 
Sawyer,  Shaw,  Slocumb,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith 
of  North  Carolina,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of 
Vermont,  Swearingen.  Taylor,  Terrell,  Tracy,  Trim- 
ble, Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carohna, 
Tyler,  Upham  Van  Rensselaer,  Warfield,  Whitman, 
and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

Nats— Messrs.  Abbot,  Allen  of  New  York.  Ander- 
son, Ball,  Bateman,  Boden,  Brush.  Bryan,  Buffum, 
Butler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Case,  Clagett, 
Clark,  Culbreth.  Cushman.  Dariinglon.  Dewitt,  Dick- 
inson, Earle.  Eddy.  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Ervin, 
Fisher.  Foot,  Ford,  Fuller.  Fullerton.  Garnett,  Gross 
of  New  York,  Hackley,  Hall  of  N.  Carolina,  Hazard, 
Hendricks,  Hill,  Holmes,  Jones  ofTennessee,  Kent, 
Kinsey,  Lathrop.  Little,  Lincoln,  Lyman,  McCreary, 
McLane  of  Delaware,  .Mallary,  Mason,  Meigs,  8. 
Moore,  Morton,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Parker  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Philson,  Pitcher.  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rog- 
ers, Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sergeant,  Settle.  Silsbee, 
Simkins.  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Southard,  Strong  of  New  York.  Strother.  Tarr, 
Toralinson.  Walker,  Wallace,  Wendover,  and  Wood. 

So  the  bill  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 


Tuesday,  March  28. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  J.  S.  Williams,  of  the  late  firm  of  Stull  and 
Williams,  explanatory  of  the  sale  or  loan  of  gun- 
powder made  by  the  Ordnance  department  to  that 
firm,  in  the  year  1818;  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Bate.s  presented  a  petition  of  the  members 
of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  praying 
that  the  lands  in  said  Territory  lying  on,  and  ad- 
jacent to,  the  river  Mississippi,  may  be  surveyed, 
and  offered  for  sale. — Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  report 
on  the  petition  of  James  Greer :  which  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  further 
to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time,  the  sale  or  forfeiture 
of  lands  for  failure  in  completing  the  payment 
thereon  ;"  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  House 
do  now  proceed  toconsider  the  resolution  submitted 
by  him  on  the  23d  instant,  for  the  appointment  of 
a  joint  committee  to  consider  and  report  what 
business  is  necessary  to  be  done  before  the  close 
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of  the  present  session.     The  motion  was  nega- 
tived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Abbot,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  passing  a  law  pointing  out  under 
what  circumstances,  and  by  what  means,  private 
property  may  be  taken  for  public  use,  under  the 
emergency  of  war,  and  regulating  the  manner  by 
which  just  compensation  may  be  made  for  the 
same ;  also,  to  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  sol- 
diers may  be  quartered  in  any  house  without  the 
consent  of  the  owner,  in  time  of  war. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  ;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Speaker  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Taylor  reported  that  the  Com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  had  the  state  of  the 
Union  under  consideration,  and  directed  him  to 
report  their  agreement  to  the  resolution  submitted 
by  Mr.  Cobb  on  the  24th  of  January  last,  proposing 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  to  prohibit  the  appointment  of  members 
of  Congress  to  offices,  with  amendments  ;  as,  also, 
their  agreement  to  the  resolution  from  the  Senate, 
"  proDosing  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  as  it  respects  the  choice  of  Elec 
tors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  election  of  Representatives  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States." 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon 
the  state  of  the  Union  ;  whereupon  it  was  ordered, 
that  the  said  resolutions  severally  lie  upon  the 
table.  * 

Mr.  Clay  laid  on  the  table  the  following  reso- 
lutions :  " 

I.  Resolved,  That^e  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  vests  in  Congress  the  power  to  dispose  of  the 
territory  belonging  to  them,  and  that  no  treaty  pur- 
porting to  alienate  any  portion  thereof  is  valid  without 
the  concurrence  of  Congress. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  equivalent  proposed  to  be 
given  by  Spain  to  the  United  States,  in  the  treaty 
concluded  between  them,  on  the  22d  day  of  February, 
1819,  for  that  part  of  Louisiana  lying  west  of  the  Sa- 
bine, was  inadequate  ;  and  that  ii  would  be  inexpedi- 
ent to  make  a  transfer  thereof  to  any  foreign  Power, 
ot  to  renew  the  aforesaid  treaty. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
Comrnittee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
affording  some  pecuniary  relief  to  the  widow  and 
children  of  John  Heaps,  mail  carrier,  killed  by  the 
persons  who  recently  robbed  the  United  States 
mail  near  Baltimore. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  or 
THE  United  States,  which  is  as  follows : 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  sun- 
dry statements  in  relation  to  ihe  privateer  pension 
fund,  which  have  been  prepared  in  obedience  to 
the  resolution  of  the  15th  instant ;  which  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on   the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  on  the  petition  of  William  Henderson,  on 
the  report  of  the  same  committee  on  the  petition 
of  Elias  Parks,  and  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob 
Kunkopot  and  others,  of  the  Stockbridge  tribe  of 
Indians;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Seargeant 
reported  the  agreement  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  the  resolution  contained  in  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Henderson,  with  an  amendment,  and  asked 
leave  for  the  Committee  to  sit  again  on  the  remain- 
ing report  and  bill. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  had  leave  to  sit 
again  on  the  said  report  and  bill,  and  the  House 
adjourned. 


To  the  House  of  Representatives  .- 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  pur- 
suance of  their  resolution  of  the  3l8t  of  January  last, 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  wi'th  the 
documenu  which  accompanied  it 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  Message  was  read,  and,  together  with  the 

report  therein  communicated,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.  ., 


Wednesday,  March  29. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for  the  ad- 
justment of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Louisiana," 
in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Jenifer  T.  Spring,  reported  a  bill  for  regulating 
the  manner  of  settling  the  accounts  of  the  several 
deputy  surveyors  in  the  Missouri  and  Arkansas 
Territories ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is 
committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
act  making  further  provision  for  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands." 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 
Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the 
land  and  naval  service  of  the  United  States  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,'"  by  leave  of  the  House, 
reported  a  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the 
land  and  naval  service  of  the  United  States  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,"  passed  on  the  18th  day  of 
March,  1818;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table.     The  bill  is  as  follows: 


A  Bill  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  ".\n  act  to  provide 
for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval 
service  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,'*  passed  on  the  18th  day  of  March,  1818. 
Be  it  enacted,  Jre.,  That  no  person  who  now  is  or 
hereafter  may  be,  placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the 
United  States,  by  virtue  of  the  act  entitled  "An  art  to 
provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and 
naval  service  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,"  passed  the  18th  day  of  March,  1818.  shall,  after 
the  payment  of  that  part  of  the  pension  which  became 
due  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1820,  continue  to  receive 
the  pension  granted  by  the  said  act,  until  he  shall  have 
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exhibited  to  some  court  of  record  in  the  county,  city, 
or  borough,  in  which  be  resides,  a  schedule  subscribed 
by  him,  containing  his  whole   estate  and  income  (his 
necessary   clothing  and  bedding  excepted, )  and  shall 
have  (before  the  said  court  or  some  one  of  the  judges 
thereof)  taken  and  subscribed  and    produced  to  the 
said  court  the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  to  wit :  *'  I, 
A  B,  do  solemnly  swear  (or  alfirm,  as  the  case  may  be,) 
that  I  was  a  resident  citiien  of  the  United  States  on 
the  18th  day  of  March,  1818.  and  that  I  have  notsince 
that  time,  by   gift,  sale,  or  in  any  manner  whatever, 
disposed   oi  my    property,  or  any  part  thereof,  with 
intent  thereby  so  to  diminish  it  as  to  bring  myselfi 
within   the  provisionn  of  an  act  of  Congress  entitled 
•An  act  to  provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the 
land    and  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,'  passed  on  the  18th  day  of  March, 
1818,  and  that  I  have  not,  nor  has  any  person  in  trust 
for  me,  any  property  or  securities,  coniracu,  or  debts 
due  to  me,  nor  have  I  any  income  other  than  what  is 
contained  in  the  schedule  hereto  annexed,  and  by  me 
subscribed ;"  nor  until  such  person  shall  have  delivered 
or  caused  to  be  delivered,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  a 
copy  of  the  aforesaid  schedule  and  oath  or  affirmation, 
certified   by  the  clerk  of  the  court  to  which  the  said 
schedule  was  dehvered,  together  with  the  opinion  of 
the  said  court,  also  certified  by  their  clerk,  of  the  value 
of  the  property  contained  in  the  said  schedule:  Provided, 
That  in  every  case  in  which  the  pensioner  may  be  in- 
sane, the  court  may  receive  the  said  schedule  without 
the  aforesaid  oath  or  affirmation,  from  the  committee 
or  other  person  authorized  to  lake   care  of  such  in- 
sane person. 

Sxc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  original 
schedule  and  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  filed  in  the 
clerk's  office  of  the  court  to  which  the  schedule  and 
oath  or  affirmation  aforesaid  shall  be  exhibited,  and 
any  person  who  shall  swear  or  affirm  falsely  in  the 
premises,  and  be  thereof  convicted,  shall  suffer  as  for 
wilful  and  corrupt  perjury. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  on  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  copy  of  the  schedule  and  oath  or  affirma- 
tion aforesaid,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  War  Department  to  cause  to  be  struck  from  the 
list  of  pensioners  under  the  said  act,  the  name  of  such 
person,  in  case  the  said  person  shall  not,  in  his  opinion, 
be  in  such  indigent  circumstances  as  to  be  unable  to 
support  himself  without  the  assistance  of  his  country. 


H.  OF  R. 


I  WILLIAM  HENDERSON. 

The  House  took  up  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims  on  the  case  of  William  Henderson,  of 
Virginia,  which  was  discussed  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  yesterday. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  recommend  that  the 

claim  be  rejected.     The  decision  of  that  committee 

was  reversed  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  who 

-  reported  a  resolution  that  the  claim  ought  to  be 

granted. 

The  question  which  recurred  was  to  concur  in 
this  reversal.  On  this  question  a  debate  ensued 
which  continued  with  great  animation  for  more 
than  two  hours— and  when  taken  was  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows :  For  concurrence  in  the 
amendment  68,  against  it  90. 

Mr.  STORHa  then  moved  an  amendment,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  compensate  the  petitioner 
for  his  dwelling-house  and  kitchen,  valued  at  nine 


hundred  and  fifty  dollars.    This  motion  was  re- 
jected— yeas  72,  nays  73. 

Mr.  Ball  renewed  the  motion  so  far  as  respected 

the  dwelling-house,  which  was  carried yeas  74 

nays  72.  ' 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  agree  to  the 
resolution  as  thus  amended,  and  lost — yeas   71 
nays  76.  j      •>      t 

The  resolution,  as  recommended  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
be  rejected,  was  then  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mm.  RANDOLPH  AND  GALES  &  SEATON. 

Mr.  Ranoolph  then  rose,  and,  after  a  speech  of 
upwards  of  an  hour  in  length,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

''Resolved,  That  Gales  «Sc  Seaton,  Editors  of  the 
National  Intelligencer,  be  excluded  from  this  House 
as  reporters." 

Mr.  Strother  and  Mr.  Pindall  made  several 
observations,  which  were  not  heard  by  the  person 
giving  this  sketch. 

Mr.  Brush,  of  Ohio,  however,  rose,  and  with 
some  warmth  defended  the  persons  against  whom 
the  proposition  was  directed,  on  the  ground  that 
there  was  no  charge  brought  against  them,  without 
which  he  could  not  condemn  or  pass  censure  upon 
the  meanest  individual  in  the  land;  and  called 
upon  Mr.  R.  to  put  in  a  specification  of  his  com- 
plaint. 

Mr.  Ranoolph  did  so,  and  ultimately  modified 
his  proposition,  so  as  to  read  as  follows,  supporting 
it  at  the  same  time  in  a  speech  of  considerable 
length  : 

Resolved,  That  Gales  &  Seaton,  having  published 
an  incorrect  report  of  the  proceedings  of  this  House  of 
the  23d  [instant]  not  from  their  own  view  and  hearing 
thereof,  but  on  the  representation  of  some  unknown 
person,  whose  name  they  have  refused  to  give,  when 
thereto  required  by  a  member  from  Virginia — 

Therefore,  resolved,  That,  unless  they  give  up  the 
author  of  such  report.  Gales  &  Seaton,  Editors  of  the 
National  Intelligencer,  be  excluded  from  this  House  as 
reporters  of  the  proceedings  thereof. 

Mr.  Pindall  sooke  at  considerable  length  on  the 
subject ;  after  which,  the  question  on  the  above 
modified  proposition  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays, 

as  follows : 

Yx AS— Messrs.  Bayly,  Floyd,  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
Pindall,  Randolph,  Robertson,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia, 
and  Strother — 8. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of  New 
V'ork,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Mary- 
land, Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Bar- 
bour, Bateman,  Beecher,  Boden,  Brown,  Brush,  Bryan, 
Buffiim,  Burwell,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler 
of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Case,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cocke, 
Cook,  CrafU,  Crowell,  Culbretb,  Culpeper,  Cushman, 
Darlington,  Davidson,  Dennison,  Dewitf,  Eddy,  Ed- 
wards of  Connecticut,  Edwards  oi  North  Carolina, 
Fay,  Fisher,  Folger,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Ful- 
lerton,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania, 
Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Kali  of  Delaware,  Har- 
din, Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibsh« 
man,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Hostetter,  Jones  of  Ten- 
nessee, Kendall,  Kent,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lit- 
tle,   Lincoln,    Linn,   Livermore,   Lowndes,   Lyman, 
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Maday,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Delaware, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Meech,  Meigs,  Mercer, 
Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton,  Moselcy,  Murray, 
Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Parker  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Parker  of  Virginia,  Patterson,  Phelps  Phiison, 
Plumer,  Quaries,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rich,  Rich- 
ards, Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Saw- 
yer, Sergeant,  Settle,  Shaw,  Silsbce,  Sloan,  Slocumb, 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street, 
Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Swearingen, 
Tarr,  Taylor,  Terrell,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Warfield,  Wendover,  Whitman,  Williams  of 
North  Carolina,  and  Wood — 140. 

So  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  was  negatived.* 


I 


Thursday,  March  30. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Slocumb,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  having  a  lighthouse  built  at  Ocracock 
Inlet,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Woodbridge,  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  allowing  to  Robert  Smart  one  hun- 
dred dollars  for  a  horse,  and  ninety  dollars  for 
boards,  which  horse  and  boards  were  impressed  for 
the  public  use. 

Mr.  Sawyer  submitted  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  abolishing  such  offices  of  the 
customs  as  it  may  be  proper  to  suppress  in  conse- 
quence of  their  unproductiveness,  their  inutility,  or 
from  any  other  cause  ;  and  that  they  have  leave  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwise. 

[♦  Prom  the  National  Intelligencer  of  Wednesday,  Harch  29.] 

An  incident  occurred  yesterday,  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  which,  being  rather  out  of  the  com- 
mon line,  and  concerning  ourselves,  is  entitled  to  a  sep- 
arate notice  from  the  editors. 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  made  a  motion  (o  the 
following  effect,  if  not  in  the  following  words  : 

"  That  Gales  Sf  SetUon,  Editors  oj  the  National 
Intelligencer,  be  excluded  from  the  hall  of  this  House 
as  Reporters" 

Such  a  motion,  found  on  the  Journals  of  the  House, 
though  ultimately  rejected,  at  we  were  sure  it  would  be 
by  a  large  majority,  might  not  perhaps  add  to  our  rep- 
utation in  the  eyes  of  those  who  come  after  us ;  yet,  for 
the  present  generation,  we  trust  our  good  name  i*  be- 
yond the  reach  of  either  motions  or  speeches  in  any 
legislative  body.  Having  received,  however,  so  dis- 
tinguished an  honor,  it  is  proper  we  should  take  some 
notice  of  it. 

The  ground  of  this  motion,  it  appears,  is  an  alleged 
inaccuracy  in  the  report  of  a  certain  proceeding  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  Thursday  last  Before 
proceeding  further  it  is  as  well  to  state,  that  it  is  ab- 
surd to  hold  that  conductors  of  newspapers  are  bound 
to  publish  more  than  they  know,  or  even  more  than 
they  choose ;  and  that  it  is  enough,  if  they  inadvert- 
ently err,  cheerfully  to  correct  the  error,  on  proper  rep- 
resentations thereof  being  made  to  them. 

On  Sunday  morning  last,  then,  the  following  note 
was  received  at  our  office  : 
To  the  Editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer, 

Messrs.  Gales  &  Seaton:  On  Thurwlay  last  I  took 


In  submitting  the  resolution,  Mr.  S.  said  he 
would  barely  observe  that  its  adoption  was  so  ur- 
gently called  for,  both  from  the  situation  of  the 
Treasury,  as  well  as  from  the  disproportion  be- 
tween the  services  rendered,  and  the  salaries  re- 
ceived, by  the  officers  whose  posts  were  contem- 
plated to  be  suppressed,  that  he  was  surprised  the 
subject  had  not  been  proposed  to  this  House  be- 
fore. If  the  resolution  were  adopted,  Mr.  S.  was 
sure  a  saving  might  be  annually  made  of  7  or 
8,000  dollars  without  the  least  detriment  to  the 
public. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Low.ndes,  the  Secretary  for 
the  Department  of  the  Navy  was  directed  to  in- 
form this  House  whether  the  commander  of  the 
Ontario,  during  her  late  cruise  in  the  Pacific 
ocean,  received  any  present  from  the  Viceroy  of 
Lima,  and,  if  he  did,  what  disposition  has  been 
made  thereof;  whether  he  received  on  board  the 
Ontario  any  citizens  or  subjects  of  a  foreign 
Power,  and  any  money  or  effects  belonging  to 
foreign  subjects  or  citizens,  to  be  transported  ^om 
one  foreign  port  to  another ;  if  such  foreign  sub- 
jects were  so  received,  whether  any  of  them  were 
in  the  military  or  naval  service  of^a  Government 
engaged  in  war ;  if  any  money  or  effects  were  so 
transported,  whether  any  freight  was  received  on 
that  account;  and  whether  any,  and  what,  in- 
structions have  been  given  by  the  Department  of 
the  Navy  respecting  the  transportation  in  public 
ships  of  the  United  States  of  passengers,  money, 
or  effects. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  several  acts  for  the  adjustment 

particular  notice  that  there  was  no  reporter  in  the 
House.  I  am,  therefore,  surprised,  as  well  as  shocked, 
to  find  the  report  (such  as  it  is)  of  the  proceedings 
relative  to  the  late  Stephen  Decatur,  Esq.,  of  the  United 
States  Navy,  and  request  to  be  informed  how  it  found 
its  way  into  your  paper.     Your  ob't  servant, 

J.  RANDOLPH, 

Satordat,  March  25.  Of  Roanoke. 

The  first  emotion  of  the  editors,  on  reading  this  note, 
was  that  of  surprise ;  no  intimation  having  been  re- 
ceived, from  any  other  quarter,  either  before  or  since 
the  receipt  of  the  above  note,  of  the  least  incorrectneaa 
in  our  account  of  the  proceedings.  With  that  cour- 
tesy, however,  which,  if  not  our  duty,  it  has  always 
been  our  wish  to  observe  towards  those  who  address 
us  on  matters  of  business,  the  following  answer  was  re- 
turned to  Mr.  Randol]>h's  note: 

ScxDAT,  March  26,  1820. 
Hon.  John  Randolph. 

Sir :  The  report,  to  which  you  refer  in  your  note  of 
the  25th,  was  derived  from  sources  entitled  to  high 
credit ;  particular  care  being  taken  not  to  impute  to 
you  any  language  which  might  be  subject  to  misrepre- 
sentation. Your  speech  on  the  following  day  was  re- 
ported, and  will  be  submitted  to  you  for  revision  when 
transcribed.     Very  respectfully,  &c. 

GALES  &  SEATON. 

These  two  notes  are  only  introduced  to  the  public 
eye,  because  a  part  of  our  note  was  referred  to  by  Mr. 
Randolph,  in  introducing  bis  motion  yesterday,  and 
because  they  serve  to  show  the  grounds  of  his  motion. 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1698 


Mabcb,  1820. 


Procetdingt. 


H.  opR. 


of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,"  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  apportioning  the  Representatives  in  the 
Seventeenth  Cougrtss,  to  be  elected  in  the  States 
of  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  and  for  other  pur- 

e>ses  ;"  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
ouse. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee;  and  Messrs.  Holme.s,  Mason,  Hill, 
Shaw,  and  Whitman,  were  appointed  the  said 
committee. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  A.  Dix  then 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  being 
supported  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina, 
and  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  a  general  abstract 
of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance 
of  the  act  of  March  the  3d,  1803— Read. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House, 
entitled  "An   act  making  appropriations  for  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  i 
1820,"  with  amendments.     They  have  also  passed  i 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act    for  the  relief  of  certain  ' 
sufferers  by  fire  at  Savannah,  in  Georgia  ;"  and  a  ' 
joint   resolution,   directing  the   President  of  the 
Senate  and  the  SiK?aker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  adjourn   their  respective  Houses  on 
Monuay  the  24th  of  April  next;  in  which  amend- 
ments,  bill,  and  resolution,  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
l^e^tate^f  the  Union   be  discharged   from  the 


The  facts  in  regard  to  the  account  oi  proceedings, 
to  which  exceptions  have  been  taken,  are  simply  these. 
The  editors  of  this  paper  have  at  times  other  matters 
to  attend  to,  of  some  importance  to  their  readers  as 
well   us  to  themselves,  besides  observing  and  noting 
the  proceedings  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress.    It  so 
happened,  that  he  who  attended  the  Representatives' 
Hall  or  that  day,  having  been  otherwise  occupied,  did 
not  reach  the  House  untd  half  an  hour  after  the  sit- 
ting commenced,  when  the  yeas  and  nays  were  in  the 
act  of  being  recorded  by  the  Clerk,  on  the  question  of 
adjournment.     Desirous  of  properly  stating  what  had 
taken  place,  information  was  sought  for,  collected,  and 
arranged  with  unusual  care  to  avoid  error;  and,  with 
a  particular  desire  to  guard   ngainst   the  possibility  of 
misstating   any  part  of  Mr.  Randolph's   language,   it 
was  staled   so  generally  as  not  to  be  capable  of  mis-  ' 
apprehension.       Had  any    gentleman,    whose    name 
was  mentioned  m  the  account  of  that  day's  proceed-  i 
ings,  pointed  out  an   error  in   respect  to  himself,  it  i 
would  at  the  lime  have  been,  according  to  our  invari- 
able usage,  promjjlly  acknowledged  and  corrected.     It  \ 
bhall  >el  be.      W  hat  we  did   not  know,  we  could   not  ; 
Btalc.     If  any  thing  maleri.l  was  bhown  to  be  omitted,  ' 
the  defect  would  have  liecn  supplied  ;  and  it  shall  yet  be.  ' 

The  motion  above  slated,  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Stro- 
ther,  of  Virginia,  to   be  amended,   by  adding  thereto  ' 
words  (o  the  f  pllo-ving  eflT.ct: 

"  Unless  the  informatiun  required  by  the  gentlemen  ' 
from  Virginia,  ts  furnished  by  to-morroxv  morning.''  j 
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consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Preai- 
dent  of  the  United  States  to  take  possession  of 
East  and  West  Florida,  and  establish  a  temporary 
government  therein,  and  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  Nicholas  Vreeland,  deceased."  The 
bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow, 
u  '^ll?L^.""^^  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  authorizing  payment  to  be  made  for  cer- 
tain muskets  impressed  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States."  The  bill  was  reported  with  an 
amendment ;  which  was  concurred  in  by  the  House 
and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to^ 
morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Cassin,  widow  and 
administratrix  of  Patrick  Cassin,  deceased."  The 
bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  wa» 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Swartwout." 
The  bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Harding,  Giles 
Harding,  John  Shute,  and  John  Nichols."  The 
bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 


Whereupon,  we  understand,  Mr.  R.,  at  the  suggea- 

j  lion  of  a  friend,  withdrew   his  motion,  to  give  an  op- 

j  portunity,  before  renewing  it,  to  us  to  disclose  to  him 

[  the  names  of  those  who  furnished  us  with  an  account 

of  the  proceeding  referred  to  in  his  note  as  above. 

As  we  are  persuaded  that  Mr.  Strother  is  not,  either 
with  or  without  motive,  unfriendly  to  us,  nor  yet  to 
the  freedom  of  the  press,  but  the  contrary,  we  will 
only  say  of  his  suggestion  that,  followed  up,  it  would 
lead  him  into  a  labyrinth  of  doctrines,  dangerous  in 
the  extreme  to  the  rights  of  the  citizen,  and  which  he 
would  be  the  first  to  disclaim. 

With  respect  to  the  admission  into  the  Hall  of  Rep- 
resentalives,  it  is  a  privilege  to  which,  we  trust,  we 
give  its  due  importance.  But,  were  it  ten  times  more 
valuable  than  it  is,  the  menace  of  exclusion  from  the 
Hall  would  not  induce  us  to  swerve,  on  this  occasion, 
from  our  duty  ;  which  is,  to  resist  everv  attempt,  from 
whatever  quarter,  to  invade  the  privileges  of  the 
press. 

It  will  be  merely  decorous  in  us  voluntarily  to  ex- 
clude ourselves  from  the  Hall,  until  the  question  on 
Mr.  Randolph's  motion  is  settled,  if  it  is  to  be  settled 
at  all,  liy  a  vote  of  the  House. 

Wo  shall  endeavor,  however,  to  give  our  readers  an 
idea  of  what  is  going  on  there  meanwhile;  and,  if  we 
i!o  not  give  the  speeches  of  the  meinlters,  we  shall  at 
least  have  the  satisfaction  of  being  sure  that  we  have 
not  mistaken  their  meaning. 
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"An  act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
issue  letters  patent  to  Richard  Wilcox."  The 
bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Anthony  S.  Delisle,  Ed- 
ward B.  Dudley,  and  John  M.  Van  Cleef."  The 
bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  President,  Directors, 
and  Company,  of  the  Merchants'  Bank  of  New- 
'port,  in  Rhode  Island."  The  bill  was  reported 
without  amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jennings  O'Bannon."  i 
The  bill  was  reported  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Foot  moved  to  amend   the  said   bill,  by  I 
transposing  the  words  on  the  exhihitiun  of  jrroptr 
vouchers,  from  the  place  in  which  they  stand,  to 
come  in  next  after  the  words  Treasvry  bepartmeiU. 

And,  the  question  being  taken  thermn,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative,  and  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow.  , 

SALE  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS.  j 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  fur- ' 
ther  to  susnend,  for  a  limited  time,  the  sale  or  for- 
feiture of  land  for  failure  in  completing  the  pay- 
ment thereon,"  was  read  the  third  time  ;  and  the 
question  was  stated.  Shall  it  pass  ?  when 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  SLocrMB  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table;  which  was  opposed  by  Mr.  An- 
derson. 

A  short  debate  then  arose  involving  the  merits 
of  the  bill,  which  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Har- 
din, Fuller,  Bri-sh,  Hill,  Storrs,  Campbell, 
Lowndes,  Rankin,  Beecher,  and  Cook,  and  op- 
posed by  Messrs,  Cobb  and  Slocimb. 

The  ground  on  which  the  bill  was  supported, 
was,  generally,  that  the  indulgence,  proposed  to  be 
extended  by  this  bill,  had  been  granted  for  so 
manv  successive  years,  that  it  had  been  confi- 
dently calculated  upon  by  the  purchasers  of  the 
public  lands ;  and  that  there  was  nothing  in  the 
circumstances  of  the  present  times  which  made  the 
indulgence  less  necessary  than  hitherto,  but  rather 
the  contrary.  It  was  not  denied  that  this  indul- 
gence ought  to  cease,  but,  it  was  said,  it  ought  not 
to  cease  without  some  previous  intimation  of  the 
intention  of  Congress  in  this  respect— such,  for 
example,  as  would  be  given  by  the  passage  ol  the 
bill  now  depending  for  changing  th»'  mode  of  dis- 
posing of  the  public  lands. 

The  bill  was  opjwsed  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
time  to  change  a  system  which  daily  augmented 
the  debt  due  to  the  Treasury,  and  kept  from  it  so 
Jj""?®  an  amount  of  money,  at  a  time  when  the 
Treasury  is  certainly  not  overflowing.  Some  re- 
lief, probably,  was  necessary,  but  it  was  worthy  of 
inquiry  whether  it  could  not  be  better  given  in  a 
different  form.     If  such  a  bill  as  this  was  to  pass 


at  this  session,  however,  it  was  contended  that  it 
ought  to  be  delayed  until  the  system  could  be  ex- 
amined, with  a  view  to  a  remedy  of  what  was  cer- 
tainly an  evil,  the  progress  of  which  ought  to  be 
arrested. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  was 
overruled  ;  and  it  was  finally  passed,  not  without 
opposition,  but  without  a  division,  and  returned  to 
the  Senate. 

'•  RE.MIS8I0X  OF  DUTIES. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  AVhole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for 
,  the  relief  of  certain  persons  who  have  paid  duties 
on  certain  goods  im|>orted  into  Castine. 

This  bill  embraces  a  case,  in  which,  on  the  re- 
delivery of  Castine  to  the  United  States  at  the 
close  of  the  late  war,  certain  foreign  goods  were 
found  there,  and  duties  thereon  were  levied  by  the 
I  collector  of  the  United  States,  though  the  fame 
goods  had  previously  paid  the  duties  levied  there- 
on by  the  British  authorities.  Most  of  the  per- 
sons concerned  resisted  the  payment  demanded  by 
the  United  States  officers;  and,  by  a  recent  decis- 
ion of  the  Supreme  Court,  they  are  exempted  from 
the  payment,  on  the  ground  of  national  law. — 
Some,  however,  did  pay  their  bonds;  and  this  bill 
proposes,  in  order  to  place  them  on  the  same  fitt- 
ing as  those  who  resisted  the  payment,  to  refund 
from  the  Treasury  the  amount  of  those  bonds. 

On  this  bill  a  debate  took  place,  it  being  opposed 
by  Messrs,  Hol.mes  and  Rhea,  and  supported  by 
Messrs.  Smith  of  Maryland,  Sergeant,  Silsbee, 
and  Mason.  Messrs.  Tvleh  and  Barboih  as- 
signed the  reasons  why  they  should  vote  for  the 
bill;  yet  disapproving  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  which  appeared  to  make  its  passage  neces- 
sary, with  a  view  to  equity  and  justice. 

Thf  bill  was  opposed  on  the  ground  that,  in  all 
probability,  the  goods  in  question  had  been  im- 
ported either  during  the  wai-,  to  be  .^mugded  into 
the  United  Stales — or,  after  the  conclusion  of 
peace,  but  before  the  place  was  given  up,  also  with 
a  view  to  their  being  conveyf'd  into  the  United 
States,  and  thus  to  evade  the  duties  which  would 
have  been  payable  had  they  been  legally  imported 
into  the  United  States.  It  such  were  the  fact,  it 
was  said  that  the  duties  ought  not  to  be  refunded. 

The  discussion  resulted  in  the  Committee's  ris- 
ing and  reporting  the  bill,  and  obtaining  leave  to 


sit  again. 


Friday,  March  31. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rosalie  P.  Des- 
londe,"  made  a  detailed  report  thrreon,  recom- 
mending that  the  said  bill  be  postponed  indefi- 
nitely; which  rejwrt  and  bill  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Alexander  Smyth,  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Aflairs,  who  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the 
payment  of  a  gun  and  gun-carriage,  taken  by  the 
enemy  at  the  battle  of  North  Point,  on  the  12th 
September,    1S14,   made    an   unfavorable  report 
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thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  1820,"  were  read,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  certain  sufferers  by  fire  at  Savannah 
in  Georgia,"  was  read   twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Wavs  and  Means. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate,  fixing  a  period 
lor  the  termination  of  the  present  session  ot  Con 


gress,  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  and   representatives  of  Nicholas  Vreeland 
deceased,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  ques- 
tion  having  been  put  on  its  passage 

Mr,  Randolph  move4  that  the  bill  do  lie  on  the 
table;  which  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then   taken.  Shall  it  pass? 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  rose,  and,  after  a  speech  of 
some  length,  to  enforce  the  propriety  of  a  respect- 
ful observance  of  this  day,  (Good  Friday,)  and  of 
the  duties  connected  with  it— moved  that  when 
the  Hou.-te  adjourn  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday 
next,  with  an  intimation  that  if  the  motion  should 
prevail,  he  would  forthwith  follow  it  with  a  mo- 
tion for  adjournment. 

I     The  motion  to  adjourn  over  to  Monday  was 
negatived. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  moved  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

This  motion  was  also  negatived— about  twenty 
rising  in  favor  of  it. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles 
to  wit:  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  A.  Dix;  An 
act  authorizing  payment  to  be  made  for  certain 
muskets  impressed  into  the  .service  of  the  United 
State.^  (as  amended;)  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  John  O'Conner,  deceased- 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Cassin,  widow  and 
administratrix  of  Patrick  Cassin,  deceased  ;  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Swartwout;  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  John  Harding,  Giles  Harding, 
John  Shute,  and  John  Nicholas;  An  act  author- 
izing the  Secretary  of  State  to  issue  letters  patent 
to  Richard  Wilcox;  and  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Jennings  O  Bannon  ;  were  severally  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

IMPORTATION  OF  SLAVES. 

v'^^^.^'r  l""^  ^^"^  ^'^'•^*'  °f  ^^\y^\^.  Dudley,  and 
Van  Cleef,  being  read  a  third  time,  and  the  ques- 
tion stated  on  its  passage — 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely 
postponed.  ' 

[This  is  a  case  in  which  the  forfeiture  has  been 
incurred  by  the  importation  of  six  domestic  ser- 
vants (slaves)  by  a  captain  of  a  vessel  from  a  for- 
eign port— he  being  officially  assured  by  the  Consul 
of  the  United  States  resident  tluTC,  in  writing, 
that  there  was  nothing  in  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  forbidding  the  importation  of  family  slaves, 


Stafes^T?  H"""''"^  ^'"^'^^^  '°^°  '^^  United 
States.     The  bill  proposes  a  remission  of  the  for- 

fheTw.J"'  '"'"  '^''^''"'  ^°y  '^^^°^ »«  violate 
The  motion  to  postpone  brought  on  a  debate  of 
considerable  extent  on  the  merits  of  the  biU  •  in 
which  Messrs.  Slocumb,  Foot,  Settle,  McLInb 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Brush,  Tomlins^n,  Whit- 
man Storrs,  Trimble,  Rhea,  Fdller,  Taylor 
and  Liver.more.  took  part.  ' 

Mr    Foot,  of  Connecticut,  said,  the  extreme 
anxiety  and  impatience  of  gentlemen  to  pass  the 
bill  under  consideration  had  surprised  him      Six 
weeks,  said  he,  have  been  spent  on  a  subject  inrolr- 
ing  no  principle  which  can  compare,  in  point  of 
importance,  with  this  bill.     The  Missouri  question 
did  not  involve  the  question  of  freedom  or  slave- 
ry, but  merely  whether  slaves  now  in  the  coun- 
try might  be  permitted  to  reside  in  the  proposed 
new  State  ;    and  whether  Congress  or  Mis^uri 
possessed  the  power  to  decide.     But,  sir,  we  are 
called  upon  by  this  bill  to  remit  a  penalty  incur- 
red lor  a  violation  of  our  laws  "  to  prohibit  the 
importation  of  slaves  into  our  country"— a  law  of 
all  others  which  in  my  opinion  should  be  nsidXy 
enforced  and  most  sacredly  regarded.     And,  sir.  { 
am  astonished  to  hear  gentlemen,  who,  on  the  Mis- 
souri question,  which  not  only  agitated  this  House, 
but  the  whole  country,  to  its  base,  and  threaten! 
ed  a  di-ssolution  of  the  Union  ;  and  gentlemen  too 
who  on  that  occasion,  denounced  all  as  the  friends 
ot   slavery  who   honestly  differed  with   them   in 
opinion  on  the  Constitutional  power  of  Con<rress' 
yes,  Hr,  and  who  boldly  declared  that,  fearl^s  of 
all  consequences,  they  would  impose  the  restric- 
tion ;— that  these  gentlemen  should  now  be  the  ad- 
vocates for  a  virtual  repeal  of  the  only  law  which 
prohibits  the  importation  of  slaves!     Sir,  if  you 
I>ass  this  bill,  you  open  your  ports  immediately  to 
the  importation  of  slaves,  without  number,  under 
the  head  of  iU)i)U8lici<. 

I  entreat  gentlemen  to  pause,  if  indeed,  as  they 
profess,  they  are  disposed  to  prevent  the  slave" trade. 
Go,  sir,  with  me  to  Martinique,  and  witness  the 
attempts  made  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  to 
smuggle  slaves  into  the  United  States  under  this 
pretence !  If  they  may  be  admitted  as  domestics, 
every  vessel  will  be  full-freighted  with  these  do- 
inestic  servants,  and  the  slave  will  be  as  free  as 
before  the  passage  of  your  law. 

But,  .say  the  gentlemen,  this  petitioner  is  in- 
nocent—he was  Ignorant  of  your  laws.     If  so,  I 
would  ask,  why  did  he  apply  to  the  commercial 
agent,  to   inquire  whether  domestic  slaves  might 
safely  be  brought  ?    Look,  sir,  at  the  letter  of  the 
commercial  agent  to  this  petitioner,  and  say,  if 
vou  can,  that  the  petitioner  was  ignorant  of  our 
laws  ?  No,  sir,  the  petitioner  knew  out  law— he, 
sir,  knew  it  was  in  violation  of  that  law— and  if, 
sir,  after  this,  he  was  disposed  to  trust  the  chance 
of  escape  or  evasion  of  that  law,  which,  of  all 
others,  should  be  most  rigorously  enforced,  I  shall 
never  give  my  vote  for  his  relief 

Pass  this  bill,  sir,  an^  you  may  employ  your 
armies  and  navies  in  vam  to  breaK  up  this  most 
inhuman  and  barbarous  traffic. 
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The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  was  at 
length  decided  in  the  negative — 89  to  67. 

A  doubt  was  then  suggested  by  Mr.  Barbour, 
whether  Congress  possessed  the  power  to  remit 
that  portion  of  the  forfeiture  which  by  law  accrues 
to  the  informers  or  prosecutors  of  the  alleged  of- 
fence, and  whether  the  bill  therefore  did  not,  in  this 
respect,  require  a  limitation  to  that  portion  of  the 
penalty  which  accrued  to  the  United  States. 

Hereupon  further  debate  took  place ;  and  a  mo- 
tion was  made  by  Mr.  Pindall  to  recommit  the 
bill,  with  instructions  so  to  amend  it  as  to  remit 
only  that  portion  of  the  forfeiture  which  has  ac- 
crued to  the  use  of  the  United  States  ;  which 
motion  was  decided  affirmatively  by  a  vote  of  64 
to  52. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  '*  An  act  to 
provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land 
and  naval  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  Re- 
volutionary war,"  passed  on"  the  18th  of  March, 
1818;  and  the  .said  bill  being  read — 

Mr.  Barbour  moved  to  amend  the  same,  by 
striking^  out  the  third  section  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  following: 

Skc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  act  to 
Tvhich  this  is  an  amendment  shall  be  so  construed  as 
that  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to  its  provisions  whose 

properly  is  of  the  value  of ,  which   value  shall 

be  taken  from  the  estimation  of  the  court  to  which 
the  schedule  shall  be  eihibited,  and  which  is  herein- 
before required  to  be  certified  to  the  Secretary  of 
War. 

And,  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Wuit.ma.n  then  moved  an  amendment  to 
strike  out  the  whole  of  the  said  bill,  except  the 
enacting  clause,  and  to  substitute  in  lieu  thereof 
the  following : 

Sec  1.  That  every  person  who  mny  hereafter  apply 
for  a  pension  under  the   act  to  which  this  is  in  addi- 
tion, shall  file  with  the  judge  who  may  administer  the 
oath  in   relation    to   the  service   of  the  applicant,  an 
additional    affidavit,    specifying    the    kind^,    and     the 
amount  in  value  of  each  kind,  oi  all  and  singular  his 
goods,    chattels,    lands,    and     tenements,    rights    and 
credits,  if  any,  of  which   he   may  be  seized  and   pos- 
sessed  at  the   time  of   making    his    application;  and, 
also,  the  income,  if  any,  he  may  have  from  any  other 
source,   and  comprising  his   ability  to   labor  in  aid  of 
bis  subsistence;  and  exhibiting  the  state  and  degree 
of  bis  reduced  circumstances   in   life,  and  of  hi^  need 
of  assistance  from  his  country  for  support;  and  de- 
claring that  he  has  not,   since  the  passage  of  the  act 
to  which  this  is  in  addition,  in  any  manner  alienated, 
asf^igned,  transferred,  sold,   or   conveyed,  any  portion 
of  bis  estate,  or  in  any  manner  encumbered  the  same, 
with  a  view  to  become  eniiiled  to   the  benefit  thereof; 
which  aHidavit,  being  corroborated  by  other  testimony, 
to  the  satifrfuction  of  the  judge,  and  being  certified  l<y 
bim  to  have  been  so   proveil,  thull  be  forwarded  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  with  the  other  pnpers  of  the  .••ppli- 
cant,  required  by  the  act  to  which  this  is  in  addition. 

Sac.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Sec- 
tary of  War  shall  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  required, 
whencTcr  he  shall  have  been  informed,  and  whenever 


he  shall  have  gond  cause  to  apprehend,  and  shall,  in 
fact,  apprehend,  that  a  pension  ban  been  granted, 
under  the  act  to  which  this  is  in  addition,  to  any  per- 
son not  justly  entitled  thereto,  he  shall  cause  notice 
thereof  to  be  given  to  such  pensioner,  who  shall, 
thereupon,  file  his  affidavit,  in  the  same  manner,  and 
comprising  the  same  particulars,  as  are  herein  further 
provided,  in  the  case  of  all  further  applications  under 
the  act  to  which  this  is  in  addition  ;  and  containing 
any  other  facts  which  the  Secretary  of  War  may  pre- 
scribe to,  and  require  of,  such  appli'cant,  in  relation  to 
bis  term  of  service,  and  the  corps  or  line  in  which  he 
may  have  served;  and  the  affidavit,  being  so  filed, 
proved,  and  certified,  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  who,  on  inspection  thereof,  shall  de- 
cide whether  such  pensioner  be  entitled  to  his  pen- 
sion, and  shall  continue  or  revoke  the  same  accord- 
ingly ;  and  no  pension  shall  be  paid  to  any  pensioner, 
whirh  shall  have  become  due,  after  notice,  as  afore- 
said, from  the  Secretary  of  War,  thnt  his  right  to  a 
pension  has  become  doubtful,  until  the  Secretary  of 
War  shall  have  decided,  on  inspection  of  the  affidavit 
so  to  be  forwarded,  that  the  pensioner  is  justly  entitled 
thereto. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  shall  cause  each  of  the  district  attor- 
neys and  marshals  of  the  United  States  to  be  furnished 
with  a  list  of  the  pensioners  residing  within  their  re- 
spective districts;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
attorneys  and  marshals  to  acquaint  the  Secretary  of 
War  with  every  case  in  which  they  may  apprehend 
that  any  person  bus  been  unduly  placed  on  the  pen- 
sion list;  and  it  shall,  moreover,  be  the  duty  of  the 
said  attorneys  to  lay  such  lists  before  the  grand  ju- 
rors, at  each  and  every  term  of  tl:e  courts  of  the 
United  Slates  at  which  a  grand  jury  shall  be  assem- 
bled, and  examine  each  and  every  ot  them,  as  to  anj 
knowledge  he  may  have  of  any  person  on  said  list 
who  shall  not  be  justly  entitled  to  said  pension  ;  and 
any  attorney  who,  on  buch  inquiry,  shall  have  reason 
to  apprehend  that  any  person  named  on  said  list  has 
no  juNt  claim  to  a  pension,  he  shall  acquaint  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  therewith. 

Skc  4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  any  per 
son,  being  the  agent  or  attorney  of  any  pensioner, 
shall,  before  he  shall  receive  the  pension  which  shal 
at  any  time  become  due  to  his  constituent  or  princi- 
pal, declcirr,  on  oath,  or  affirmation,  before  some  ma- 
gistrate competent  to  administer  the  same,  that  he  baa 
not,  directly  or  indirectly,  either  as  the  creditor  of  hia 
constituent  or  principal,  or  otherwise,  any  claim  to, 
or  contract  in,  the  money,  or  any  part  of  it,  which  he 
may  be  about  to  receive;  and  that  he  will,  without 
unnecessary  delay,  pay  over  the  money  he  may  re- 
ceive, without  deducting  any  fee  or  reward  therelor, 
other  than  that  which  he  may  pay  to  a  magistrate  for 
authenticating  the  documents  required  to  entitle  him, 
as  agent  or  attorney,  to  receive  such  pension,  to  the 
pensioner,  personally,  or  to  his  guardian,  executor,  or 
administrator,  entitled  to  receive  the  same. 

Skc  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  whatever  shnll  withhold  any  pension  certifi- 
cate from  any  pensioner,  his  guardian,  executor,  or 
administrator,  lawiully  entitled  to  the  possession  of 
the  same,  under  any  pretence  whatever,  alter  rea- 
sonable notice  and  demand  to  deliver  the  fame,  he 
kIihII  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  person  entitled  to  the  pos- 
session ot  such  certificate,  to  and  for  the  use  of  such 
pensioner,  his   heirs,  or  assigns,  twico  the  amount  of 
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any  sum  that,  at  the  time  of  making  soch  demand, 
shall  be  due,  or  that  tball  become  due  thereon  at  any 
time  before  ibe  surrender  of  such  certificate  to  the 
person  justly  entitled  to  the  possession  thereof;  to  be 
recovered  by  action  of  debt,  in  any  court  proper  to  try 
the  same. 

Skc  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  case  of 
the  insanity  of  any  person  entitled  to  the  benefiu  of 
the  act  to  which  this  is  in  addition,  his  application 
therefor  may  be  made  by  guardian,  or  the  person  or 
persons  to  whom,  by  law,  the  custody  of  such  insane 
person,  his  goods  and  effects,  shall  have  been  as- 
signed, who  shall  state  the  facts,  a  statement  of  which 
would,  otherwise,  have  been  required  of  such  insane 
person  ;  and  shall  swear,  or  affirm,  that  the  same  are 
true,  according  to  the  best  of  his  or  their  knowledge 
•nd  belief;  and  shall,  also,  produce  other  evidence  of 
the  truth  thereof,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  judge  who 
aball  attend  to  the  verification  of  such  facts. 

Skc  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  per- 
son who  shall,  wittingly  and  willingly,  testify  falsely 
in  relation  to  any  matter  and  thing  required  by  thia 
act,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  guilty  of  the 
crime  of  perjury;  and,  being  thereof  convicted,  sball 
be  punished  accordingly. 

The  said  substitute  being  read 

Mr.  Bloomfield  moved  that  the  bill  lie  on  the 
table;  which  being  rejected,  the  question  was 
then  taken  on  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr. 
Whitman,  and  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Storrs  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  word  "  indigent,"  in  the  sixth  line  of  the 
third  section.  And,  on  the  question  to  agree  there- 
to, it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  then  said, 
he  was  not  able  to  discover  any  good  reason  for  a 
distinction  between  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Revolutionary  war  now  reduced  to  poverty  ;  and, 
as  putting  thera  on  the  same  footing  would  save 
to  the  country  annually  a  considerable  sum  of 
money,  he  moved  to  add  the  following  as  a  new 
section  to  the  bill : 
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"  That  no  officer  who  now  is,  or  may  hereafter  he 
placed  on  the  pension  list,  sball,  after  the  payment  of 
that  part  of  his  pension  which  became  due  on  the  4th 
day  of  March,  1820,  be  entitled  to  receive  more  than 
ten  dollars  per  month,  the  same  as  received  by  all  other 
persons  on  the  pension  list." 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Can- 
non on  agreeing  to  this  motion,  were— for  the 
motion,  62 ;  against  it,  89  ;  as  follows : 
-  J"***— Messrs.  Alexander,  Archer  of  Maryland, 
Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball,  Barbour,  Beecher,  Brevard, 
Brown  Bryan,  Burton,  Burwell,  Campbell,  Cannon, 
Cobb,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Cuthbert,  Da- 
vidson, Earle,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Fol- 
ger,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hall  of  North  Carolina, 
Hazard,  Hendricks,  Hooks,  McCoy,  McCreary,  Mc- 
Lean of  Kentucky,  Marchand,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore, 
Overstreet  Parker  of  Virginia,  Plumer,  Reed.  Rich, 
Kichards,  Richmond,  Robertson,  Ross,  Sawyer,  Settle 
Shaw,  Sloan,  Slocumb,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith 
of  North  Carolina,  Southard,  Stevens,  Strong  of  Ver- 
mont, Strother,  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tompkins 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Walker,  and  Williams  of 
rforth  Carolina. 

Nats— Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Allen  of  New  York, 


Allen   o^  Tennessee    Anderson,  Baldwin,    Bateman, 
Bayly,  Bloomfield    Boden,  Brush.  Buffur^,  Butler  of 
Louisiana,  Case,    Clagett.    Clark.Culpeper,  Cushman 
Darlington,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  DowserEddy,  Edw^S 
of  Connecticut.  Fay.  Foot,  Ford.  Forrest.  Puller    Ful- 
lerton.  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Deliware. 
Hardin,  Hibshman,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hostetter.  Jones  of 
Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kendall,  Kent,  Kinsev 
Kinsley,   Lalbrop,   Little,   Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore.' 
Lowndes^   Maclay,    McLane   of    Delaware,  Mallary 
Mason.  MeechMcigs,  Mercer,  S.  Moore.  Monell.  Mor- 
ton    Murray,  Neale.  Nelson  of  Massachusette,  Nelson 
of  Virg.nu.  Newton,  Parker  of  Massachusetts.  Patter- 
son, Ph.lson,  Pindall,  Pitcher,  guarles,  Rhea,  Rogers, 
Russ.  Sampson,  Silsbee,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Tyler.  Van  Renwe- 
laer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Whitman  and  Wood. 

Mr.  Livermore  moved  to  amend  that  part  of 
the  first  section  of  the  bill  which  requires  an  ap- 
plicant for  a  pension  to  swear,  or  affirm,  that  he 
was  a  r^wfeni  citizen  of  the  United  States  on  the 
ISlh  of  April,  1818,  by  strikmg  out  the  word  resi- 
aeiu  ;  which  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Cannon,  under  the  impression  that  the  ser- 
vice of  the  mill  tia  had  been  of  as  much  importance, 
and  their  sacrifices  as  great  at  least  as  those  of  the 
continental  soldiers,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  a  new  section,  as  follows : 

Skc  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  officera, 
non-commisstoned  officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  of 
the  miliiia,  who  have  performed  service  to  the  amount 
of  nine  months,  by  one  or  more  tours  of  duly,  during 
the  Revolutionary  war,  shall  also  be  entitled  to  the 
provisions  of  the  aforesaid  act,  passed  the  18lh  of 
March,  1818. 

Mr.  Hardin  suggested  that  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  was  incomplete. 
He  ought  to  have  connected  with  it  provi.sions  for 
a  direct  tax  or  internal  duties,  which  would  be  the 
necessary  consequence  of  a  measure  that  would  add 
lull  five  millions  to  the  present  amount  of  expenti- 
itures  under  the  pension  act. 

Mr.  Cannon  said,  he  would  tell  the  gentleman, 
if  Congress  went  on  with  their  present  enormous 
expenditures,  he  should  be  ready,  without  this  pro- 
vision, for  a  direct  tax.  He  placed  his  motion,  he 
said,  on  the  groupds  of  equality  and  justice,  which 
appeared  to  him  to  sustain  it. 

Mr.  Bloomfield  said  a  few  words  against  the 
motion  ;  when  the  question  was  taken  thereon, 
and  decided  in  the  negative,  five  or  six  members 
rising  in  support  of  it. 

Mr.  Campbell  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  adding  thereto  the  following  section  : 

Sec  4.  And  bt  it  further  enacted,  That  no  appli- 
cation  for  a  pension  under  the  act  to  which  this  is  an 
amendment,  shall  be  received  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
after  the  first  day  of  June,  1820. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  McLean,  Livermore,  Foot, 
Cdlpeper,  Bloomfield,  and  A.  Smyth — and  was 
decided  in  the  negative,  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Strother  moved  an  amendment,  to  strike 
out  the  whole  of  the  said  bill,  except  the  enacting 
clause,  and  to  substitute,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  f.l- 
lowing: 
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"That  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  cer- 
tain person*  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  service  of 
the  United  States  in  the  Revolutionary  war,'  passed 
the  18th  day  of  March,  1818,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  repealed." 

Mr.  8.  said  be  vou?d  for  the  law,  without  fore- 
seeing the  extent  of  its  operation.  Bein^  con- 
Tinced,  now,  that  its  benefits  were  not  equal  to  its 
eipensiveness,  he  made  the  best  reparation  he  could 
to  the  country,  by  moving  its  repeal. 

Mr.  Cannon  assigned  the  reason  why,  contrary 
to  bis  disposition  heretofore  expressed,  he  should 
vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  law.  He  had  endeavored 
to  obtain  amendments  to  the  law,  to  place  the  of- 
ficers and  soldiers  on  the  same  footing,  and  to  place 
the  militiaman,  of  equal  or  greater  merit,  on  the 
same  fooling  as  the  continental  soldier.  In  these 
objects,  he  had  failed  ;  and  he  felt  himself  now 
bound  to  vote  for  the  repeal  of  a  law  unjust  and 
inequitable  in  its  operation. 

Mr.  Cdphman,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  opposed  to  the  amendment 
now  under  consideration,  as  well  as  to  most  of  the 
prorisions  of  the  bill,  as  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means ;  for,  as  much  as  I  regret 
that  the  revenue  should  be  burdened  with  a  list  of 
pensioners,  of  almost  every  description,  I  should 
more  deeply  regret  that  the  law  granting  aid  to 
the   Revolutionary   soldier,    in    reduced    circum- 
stances, should  be  repealed,  or  even  modified  to 
his  detriment.     This  repeal,  sir,  or  modification, 
would  be  attended  with  consequences  to  be  depre- 
cated.    It  would  shake  a  confidence  in  the  prom- 
ises of  Government,  and  excite  suspicions  injurious 
to  its  reputation  for  wisdom  or  rectitude.     What, 
sir,  will  you,  of  your^own  good  will  and  pleaiurej 
make  a  fatuity,  afid  guaranty  your  bounty  for 
life,  by  all  the  formalities  of  law  and  justice,  and 
upon   experiencing  some    trivial    inconvenience, 
some  temporary  scantiness  of  funds,  some  delay  in 
collecting  your  revenues,  rescind  your  solemn  en- 
gagement?    Who  hereafter  will  have  any  reli- 
ance on  your  plighted  faith  1    Such  a  conduct 
would  degrade  an  individual,  and  will  it  comport 
with  the  honor  and  dignity  of  a  great  nation   if 
not  with  an  overflowing  treasury,  rich  in  resources? 
Will  It  not  serve  to  strengthen   the  opinion,  too 
readily  adopted,  that  a  Government  by  the  people 
is  unstable  and  fluctuating ;  that  it  is  character- 
istic of  all  republics  to  be  ungrateful  ?     It  belongs 
to  the  American  Republic,  by  a  magnanimous 
policy,  to  wipe  away  this  vile  reproach— to  pre- 
vent this  foul  stain. 

The  present  generation,  living  in  ease  and  bask- 
mg  in  the  sunshine  of  prosperity,  can  form  no 
adequate  conception  of  what  the  army  of  the  Rev- 
olution suffered  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  to  prevent 
the  tyranny  meditated  for  this  country. 

In  the  first  years  of  the  war  the  soldiers  enlisted 
with  httle  or  no  bounty ;  served  with  little  or  no 
pay;  frequently  subsisted  on  scanty  rations;  and, 
hungry,  thirsty,  and  without  convenient  clothino- 
endured  the  severest  fatigue.  They  took  the  field 
m  the  lowest  ebb  of  their  country's  fortune,  with 
no  prospect  before  them   but  victory  or  death. 


Amidst  the  inclemency  of  the  seasons  they  per- 
formed difficult  marches,  while  the  falling  snows 
were  discolored,  or  the  frozen  ground  besprinkled, 
with  the  blood  issuing  from  their  lacerated  feet! 
On  the  cold  earth  they  bivouacked,  exposed  to  the 
beating  storms,  with  no  other  covering  but  the 
canopy  of  the  heavens.  Under  everv  discouracre- 
ment  they  persevered,  and  in  every  scene  of  action 
or  distress  displayed  a  patience  and  fortitude,  a 
patriotism  and  valor,  which  no  objtacles  could 
overcome,  no  dangers  appal.  They  .'^ufllered,  they 
fought  and  bled,  not  to  swell  the  tnumplis  of  a 
proud  conqueror,  not  to  enslave  any  portion  of 
mankind,  but  in  the  cause  of  justice  and  human- 
ity, to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  their  fellow- 
men,  and  their  achievements  were  such  as  to 
astonish  and  delight  the  world.  Th.«y  broke  the 
rod  of  the  oppressor,  and  procured  for  an  aggrieved 
people  freedom,  sovereignty,  and  independence. 

lo  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
(Mr.  S.  S.MiTH.)  as  well  as  to  an  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Bloomfield,)  who 
partook  in  the  sufferings,  and  aided  the  triumphs, 
of  the  Revolutionary  army,  I  dare  appeal  for  the 
general  correctness  of  what  I  have  here  affirmed. 
Is  it  credible;  does  it  not  rather  exceed  belief,  that 
a  single  murmur  should  be  heard,  an  unpleasant 
sensation  indulged,  because  the  soldier,  who  de- 
voted the  bloom  and  vigor  of  life  to  save  his 
country  from  oppression,  should  receive  from  that 
country  a  snaall  boon?    Is  it  manly;  is  it  gen- 
erous ;  does  it  comport  even  with  equity,  to  take 
from  him  this  boon,  and  leave  him  nothing  to 
show  for  his  prowess  and  toils  but  poverty,  wretch- 
edness, and  scars  ?    Let  no  such  injustice,  sir,  stain 
your  journals.     Let  it  never  be  recorded   by  his- 
tory's golden   pen.     Does  it  become  those  who, 
privileged  with  a  seat  within  these  magnificent 
walls;  who  behold  the  splendors  of  the  Capitol; 
who  solace  themselves  in  the  elegant  pleasures,  the 
refined  luxuries  of  the  city  ;  who^e  every  sense  is 
regaled  with  its   brilliant  scenes;  does  it  become 
those  who,  by  the  courtesy   of  the  people,   are 
clothed  with   the   robes   of  office,  and  by  their 
bounty  fare  sumptuously  every  day ;  docs  it,  sir, 
become  such  to  grudge  the  nlain  morsel,  the  home- 
ly meal,  to  the  warworn  soldier,  by  whose  suffer- 
ings and  blood  they  are  enabled  to  participate  in 
those   elevated   enjoyments?     Honor,  and   every 
ennobling  sensation  of  the  generous  mind,  must 
recoil  from  the  attempt.     It  should   be  the  policy 
of  our  Government,  as  I  trust  it  is,  to  countenance 
manly  virtue,  to  cherish  exalted  merit,  to  allure  to 
uncommon    excellence  by  motives  calculated  to 
opi'rate  on  liberal  minds,  and  generously  to  reward 
the  patriotic  and  brave,  who  for  the  public  safety 
expose  their  own  lives. 

Iri  advocating  the  cause  of  the  Revolutionary 
soldiers,  I  feel  a  confidence  in  the  rectitude  of  my 
sentiments.  They  are  supported  by  those  of  the 
great  Washi.ngton,  so  justly  .styled  the  Father  of 
nis  Country;  which,  sir,  with  your  leave,  I  will 
recite.  They  are  to  be  fxjund  in  a  letter  addressed 
to  the  President  of  Congress,  dated  Headquarters, 
Newburg,  March  18,  1783.  They  are  these:  "If, 
' '  besides  the  simple  payment  of  their  wages,  further 
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'  compensation  is  not  due  to  the  sufferings  and 

*  sacrifices  of  the  officers,  then  have  I  been  mis- 

*  taken,  indeed.     If  the  whole  army  have  not  mer- 

*  ited  whatever  a  grateful  people  can  bestow,  then 

*  have  I  been  beguiled   by  prejudice,  and   built  an 

*  opinion  on  the  basis  of  error."     "And  if,  retirinor 

*  from  the  field,  they  are  to  grow  old  in  poverty, 

*  wretchedness,  and  contempt ;  if  they  are  to  wade 

*  through  the  vile  mire  of  dependency,  and  owe 

*  the  miserable  remnant  of  that  life  to  charity, 

*  which  hitherto  has  been  sf>ent  in  honor,  then  shall 

*  I  have  learnt  what  ingratitude  is ;  then  shall  I 
'  have  realized  a  tale  which  will  embitter  every 

*  moment  of  ray  future  life.     But  I  am  under  no 
'  such  apprehension.     A  country  rescued  by  their 

*  arms  from  impending  ruin  will  never  leave  un- 
'  paid  the  debt  uf  (jratUucle.''' 

Such,  sir,  were  the  sentiments  of  the  patriotic 
Chief  of  our  Revolutionary  army.  They  speak  to 
the  understanding,  and  they  speak  to  the  heart. 
They  invoke  our  justice  as  well  as  our  gratitude, 
and  they  urge  with  a  pathos  and  forcf  which,  I 
trust,  will  not  be  resisted.  I  am,  sir,  unwilling  to 
believe  that  there  are  many  in  this  House,  or  even 
in  the  nation,  who  would  snatch  from  the  veteran 
soldier  the  only  prop  on  which  he  can  lean  now  in 
the  decline  of  life.  This  would  be  sporting  with 
his  feelings.  It  would  not  merely  cause  those 
wounds  which  he  received  in  fighting  for  indepen- 
dence to  bleed  afresh,  it  would  make  new  and 
deep  incisions  in  the  tenderest  sensibilities  of  the 
heart.  What,  sir,  after  assuaging  the  anguish  of 
his  wound,  and  raising  in  him  some  faint  desire  of 
life,  will  you  withdraw  your  compassionate  hand, 
and  leave  him  to  perish  in  his  blood  ?  I  conjure 
you,  sir,  by  those  almost  divine  sympathies  which 
are  cherished  by  the  patriotic  and  the  brave,  to 
continue  your  Iwunty.  Impart  to  the  drooping 
soldier  some  gleam  of  comfort,  some  ray  of  con- 
solation, hastening,  as  he  i.s,  to  that  undiscovered 
country  from  whose  bourne  no  traveller  returns. 

I  dissent,  sir,  from  gentlemen  who  have  ex- 
pressed their  wishes  on  tliis  subject.  I  neither  de- 
sire, with  my  amiable  young  friend  and  worthy 
colleague,  (.\Ir.  Lincoln,)  that  the  .soldier  of  the 
Revolution  should  live  forever ;  nor,  with  the  hon- 
orable Sj>eaker,  whom  I  should  feel  a  pride  and 
pleasure  in  calling  my  friend,  that  the  life  of  the 
soldier  should  be  protracted  to  the  term  of  nine 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  years.  If  I  have  any 
wish  on  this  score  it  is  this,  that,  as  the  soldier  of 
the  Revolution  fought  the  good  fight,  and  sealed 
the  republican  cause  with  his  blood,  when  he  shall 
have  finished  his  course,  he  may  be  translated  to 
happier  regions ;  where,  secure  from  the  strictures 
and  frowns  of  the  ungrateful,  he  may  receive  the 
rewards  due  to  patriotism  and  valor,  to  moral  vir- 
tues and  generous  deeds. 

Without  further  debate,  the  question  was  taken 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Strother,  to  repeal  the 
law  and  decided:  For  the  motion  32,  against  the 
motion  122,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Vir- 
ginia, Barbour,  Brevard,  Burton,  Burwell,  Cannon, 
Cobb,  Crawford,  Cuthbert,  Edwards  of  North  Caro- 
lina,  Fisher,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Jones  of  Virginia, 


Lowndes,   McCoy,  Metcalf,  Morton,    Parker  of  Vir- 
I  ginia,  Quarles,  Reed,   Richards,  RoberUon,  Sawyer, 
I  Slocumb,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Strong  of  Vermont,  Strother,  Terrell,  Tompk««. 
and  Walker. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adamn,  Alexander,  Allen  of 
Massachusetts,  Allen  of  New  York,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Anderson,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Bateman 
Bayly,  Beecber,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Browo,  Broah', 
Bryan,  Buffum,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Gate,' 
Clagett,  Clark,  Cocke,  Cook.  Crafls,  Culbrelh,  Culpe- 
per,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse, 
Enrle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Fay,  Flojd, 
Folder.  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Fullerton,  Groaa 
of  Pennsylvania,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hardin, 
Hazard,  Hendricks,  Hibshman,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hooka, 
Hosteller,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kendall,  Kent,  Kinsey, 
Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Little,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore, 
Lyman,  Maclay,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Delaware, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Mason, 
Mercer,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Monell,  Murray,  Neale, 
Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton^ 
Overstreet.  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Phil- 
son,  Pindall,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rhea,  Ridi,  Richmond, 
Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Settle,  Silsbee,  Sloan, 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth 
of  Virginia,  Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tracj, 
Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Tyler,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover, 
Whitman,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wood. 

Mr.  Morton  then  moved  that  the  said  bill  be 
amended  by  striking  out  all  thereof  except  the 
enacting  clause,  and  substituting,  in  lieu  thereof, 
the  followibg: 

That  every  person  who  now  is,  or  hereafter  may  be, 
placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States,  by 
virtue  of  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and 
naval  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,"  passed  the  eighteenth  of  March,  1 81 8,  who 
served  for  the  term  of  nine  months,  and  for  a  term 
less  than  three  years,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the 
amount  of  the  pension  allowed  him  by  said  act  for  the 
term  of  three  years  from  the  date  of  his  declaration, 
and  no  longer;  and  every  person  who  now  is,  or  who 
hereafter  may  be,  placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the 
United  States  by  virtue  of  the  act  aforesaid,  who 
served  for  the  term  of  three  years,  or  longer,  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  the  amount  allowed  him  by  said  act 
for  the  term  of  five  years  from  the  date  of  his  declara- 
tion, and  no  longer. 

The  said  substitute  being  read,  the  question  was 
taken  to  agree  thereto,  and  determined  in  the 
negative — 186  to  46. 

Mr.  Strother  again  moved  to  strike  out  all  of 
the  said  bill  except  the  enacting  clause,  and  to 
substitute,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  following: 

That,  after  the  half  year  ending  in  September  next, 
the  pensions  of  all  persons  who  have  been  placed  on 
the  pension  list  under  the  act  hereby  amended,  ahell 
be  respectively  reduced  fifly  per  cent. 

And,  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Whitman  moved  to  add  to  the  said  bill  the 
fourth  and  fifth  sections  of  the  substitute  this  day 
proposed  by  him,  and  rejected  by  the  House. 
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"■•  And,  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 

determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 

bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  dcci- 
•  ded  in  the  anirinative,  by  a  large  majority. 


SATLHnAY,  April  1. 

Mr.  ANnEBsoN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  o( 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  residing 
between  the  Miama  and  Scioto  rivers;  which 
"was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  contained  was 
Concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Ruulved,  That  it  is  ine.\pedient  to  pass  any  law 
apoo  the  subject  of  the  complaint  of  the  petitioner. 

Mr.  Anoerson,  from  the  same  committee,  who 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
passing  a  law  to  procure,  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States,  conies  of  the  plans  and  field  notes  of  the 
lands  in  the  "Ohio  Company's  Purchase,'  made 
an  unfavorable  report  thereon  ;  which  was  com- 
mitted to  a  CommittiT  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "An  act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts 
for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment ;  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Pancoast ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  S.MiTH,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  recommitted 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Anthony  S.  Delisle,  Edward  B.  Dudley, 
and  John  M.  V^an  Cleef,"  reported  the  same  with 
amendments ;  which  were  read  and  concurred 
in  bv  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
the  bill  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Holmes,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
act  for  apportioning  the  Representatives  in  the 
Seventeenth  Congress  to  be  elected  in  the  States 
of  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," reported  the  same  without  amendment; 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
day. The  bill  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.   Ranoolpu  rose  to  make  a  motion  which 
was  not  more,  he  said,  the  result  of  duty  than  of  [ 
inclination.     U  we  cannot,  said  Mr.  K.,  comply 
with  all  the  injunctions  of  duty,  incumbent  upon  i 
«s  at  this  time,  let  us  approximate  as  nearly  to  it  ' 
as  we  can  ;  and,  if  we  cannot  make  ourselves  un-  ' 
spotted  before  the  world,  we  may  at  least  visit  the  ' 
fatherless   and   the   widow.      Mr.   R.,   therefore, 
moved  to  postpone  all  the  orders  of  the  day  preced- 
ing, and  take  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 
»nd  children  of  the  late  Oliver  Hazard  Perry. 

On  this  motion  the  House  divided,  and  the  vote 
was,  ayes  58,  noes  64 — so  the  motion  was  nega- 
tived. ^ 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  and  after  some  re- 
marks explanatory  of  his  object,  which  was  chiefly 
to  ascertain  if  contracts  had  been  made  for  the 
sake  of  favorites,  it  was — 

Rtsolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  instructed 
to  lay  before  this  House  opies  of  all  contracts  made 
and  entered  into  liy  the  Commissary  General  for  sup- 
plying provisions  lor  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
since  the  establishment  of  that  Department ;  also  all 
propositions  miidc,  and  which  were  not  withdrawn, 
for  supplying  the  same,  specifying  particularly  to 
which  contract  the  several  propositions  apply. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the.  Revolutionary 
Pension  Law  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the 
question  stattd  on  its  pas.sage. 

Mr.  AoAMs,  Mr.  Strong  of  New  York,  and 
Mr.  Gross  of  New  York,  respectively,  submitted 
their  reasons  at  large  against  this  bill. 

Mr.  Barbour  proposed  to  recommit  the  bill, 
with  the  view  of  introducing  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Adams  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  indefin- 
itely, but  alterwards  varied  Ins  motion  to  postpone 
it  to  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

On  this  motion  a  debate  of  much  animation, 
and  of  two  or  three  hours'  duration,  took  place. 
The  motion  was  sustained  for  various  reasons,  but 
chiefly  that  the  bill  was  not  such  a  modification 
of  the  existing  act  as  was  acceptable  to  them,  by 
Messrs.  Moseley,  Adams,  Pindall,  Clagett, 
Taylor,  and  Hardin — the  two  last  named  gen- 
tlemen being  averse  to  the  repeal  of  the  act  at  all. 
The  motion  to  postpone  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Anderson,  Barbour,  Culpepeh,  Overstreet, 
Rhea,  Bloomfield,  and  Warfjeld. 

Mr.  Clagett,  of  New  Hampshire,  said — 
Mr.  Speaker,  so  far  as  this  bill  and  the  proposed 
amendments  are  intended  to  operate  as  a  repeal  of 
the  law  in  question,  whether  to  change  the  pension 
for  life  to  a  less,  or  any  limited  number  of  years, 
or  in  any  manner  to  lessen  the  amount  granted  to 
the  officers  or  soldiers  for  whose  benefit  that  law 
passed,  I  am  opposed  to  the  measure.    The  ground 
of  my  opposition  arises  from  a  firm   belief,  first, 
that  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution 
are  entitled  to  our  consideration  ;  and,  secondly, 
that  the  law  intended  to  be  in  part  repealed  vests, 
in  those  who  are  really  the  >ubjects  of  it,  a  right 
of  which  Congress  has  not  now  a  moral  power  to 
divest  them.     Writers  upon  national  law  consider 
"  nations  as  moral  persons,"  and  hold  them  bound 
to  a  strict  performance  of  their  engagements  ;  and, 
indeed,  a  contrary  doctrine  would  tend  to  incal- 
culable evil.     But,  sir,  it  has  been  said  by  an  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Barbocr,) 
that  the  pensions  granted  by  the  law  of  1818  were 
gratuitous,  and  that,  therefore,  we  are  not  morally 
bound  to  carry  that  law  into  complete  effect.  That 
gentleman  has  com{)ared  the  obligation  of  that  law 
upon  us  to  a  compromise  made  by  one  individual 
to  another,  without  a  legal  consideration.     Sir,  I 
thank  the  honorable  gentleman  for  his  elucidation; 
and,  though  fully  aware  that  that  gentleman  al- 
ways takes  as  strong  ground  as  his  case  will  ad- 
mit, I  will  venture  to  pursue  the  analogy,  so  far  as 
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it  goes,  adding  to  it,  howerer,  what  should  not 
have  been  omitted,  and  then  apply  it,  by  way  of 
comparison,  to  the  subject  before  us.  The  case 
stated  was,  in  substance,  this:  "a  poor  mendi- 
'  cant  asks  charity  of  an  individual,  who,  believ- 
'  ing  himself  in  aflluent  circumstances,  and  aclu- 

*  ated  by  benevolent  and  noble  principles,  prom- 

*  ises  the  desired  relief;  but,  upon  examining  his 
'  coflers,  and  finding  them  not  so  full  as  he  had 

*  expected,  the  promissor  believes  he  cannot  per- 

*  form  his  promise  without  injury  to  himself  or 
'  family :  is  he  (says  the  gentleman)  bound  to  the 
'  performance?"  Sir,  while  I  verily  believe,  had 
the  honorable  gentleman  himself  made  such  a 
promise,  he  would  have  scrupulously  performed 
It,  I  readily  admit  that,  in  the  case  thus  stated,  he 
would  not  be  legally  bound  ;  and  I  will  also  ad- 
mit, that,  if  the  state  of  his  funds  was,  in  fact,  such 
that  he  could  not  extend  the  hand  of  charity,  as 
promised,  without  material  injury  to  himself  or 
family,  he  would  not  be  even  morally  bound  to 
th^erformance.  But,  sir,  as  my  honorable  friend 
has  cautiously  submitted  a  case  to  suit  his  argu- 
ment, permit  me  to  add  to  his  case,  thus  stated, 
the  residue  of  what  would  most  certainly  have 
happened,  had  the  same  gentleman  been  the  prom- 
issor. Suppose,  then,  the  act  of  charity  had  been 
perfected,  and  the  promised  donation  in  possession 
of  the  donee  ;  would  the  donor  have  either  a  legal 
or  moral  right  to  reclaim  it?  Sir,  I  will  cheerful- 
ly submit  this  question  to  the  decision  of  my  hon- 
orable friend  from  Virginia,  in  full  confidence  that 
his  answer  will  be  in  the  negative. 

And  now,  sir,  let  us  compare  this  with  the  case 
before  us ;  and,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  and  to 
make  a  complete  parallel,  I  will  suppose  that  the 
I  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  had  no  claim  upon  you 
jbut  that  of  charity.  Suppose  then,  sir,  as  the  fact 
j really  was,  that,  at  the  commencement  of  the  last 
Congress,  when  you  met  under  circumstances 
most  auspicious,  than  which  few  sessions,  if  any, 
more  pleasant  have  passed,  or  may  again  soon 
occur ;  when  an  expensive  war  had  terminated 
gloriously,  peace  and  prosperity  pervaded  our  com- 
mon country,  and  our  Treasury  was  overflowing — 
at  that  moment,  the  Chief  Magistrate  recommended 
to  your  consideration  the  debt  of  gratitude  due  to 
the  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  ;  you  seized  the  op- 
portunity, and,  actuated  by  the  noblest  feelings  of 
the  human  heart,  you  promised  relief  to  the  poor 
and  needy  among  those  by  whose  valor  (under 
Divine  Providence)  the  nation  had  been  advanced 
to  such  a  state  of  prosperity ;  and  you  pledged  the 
faith  of  that  nation  for  its  performance.  Yes,  sir, 
by  the  most  solemn  act  in  your  power,  you  gave 
them  this  pledge ;  you  passed  a  law,  under  all  the 
solemnities  of  legislative  authority,  that,  during 
the  remainder  of  their  lives,  they  should  annually 
receive  from  your  Treasury  a  certain  stipulated 
sum;  you  put  this  law  into  their  hands,  as  an 
order  on  your  Treasury ;  they  have  presented  it, 
and  it  has  been  accepted  ;  and  these  suffering  sol- 
diers, with  tears  of  gratitude  in  their  eyes,  and 
with  benedictions  upon  their  country,  have  re- 
ceived a  part  of  your  bounty,  as  an  earnest  of  the 
whole. 


Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  pursued  and  finished  the 
parallel  drawn  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia ;  :and,  1  ask,  is  it  not  strikingly  analo- 
gous to  the  case  before  us?  And,  sir,  though 
your  Treasury  may  not  now  be  full  to  overflow- 
ing, you  are  rich  in  resources,  and  able  to  fulfil  all 
your  engagements.  Will  you  withdraw  from  the 
indigent  soldier  this  gratuity?  (admitting  it  to  be 
such  only.)  Nay,  sir,  can  you,  consistent  with 
moral  principles,  withhold  this  stipulated  relief? 
No,  sir,  you  cannot;  and  I  might  safely  rest  my 
argument  here ;  but  the  soldier  of  the  Revolution 
has  a  stronger  claim,  if  possible,  than  that  ^f 
j  mere  charity.  You  promised  him  wages,  food, 
}  and  raiment,  while  fighting  the  battles  of  his 
j  country  and  defending  her  liberties.  How  were 
these  promises  performed  ?  You  promised  him 
forty  shillings  per  month  ;  but,  when  received, 
forty  dollars  Would  not  purchase  a  pair  of  shoes ; 
no,  not  a  dinner.  You  promised  him  food  and 
raiment  convenient  for  him;  but,  alas!  the  his- 
tory of  our  country  records  against  us  the  non-per- 
formance of  these  promises ;  and  the  very  footsteps 
of  the  promissee  established  the  fact !  Sir,  I  am 
far,  very  far,  from  imputing  to  the  then  Govern- 
ment intentional  laches  or  neglect.  No,  sir,  it 
was  a  time  of  general  distress  ;  and  the  Govern- 
ment was  then  unable  to  fulfil  its  engagements 

not  so  when  you  passed  this  law ;  not  so  now. 
Sir,  I  repeat,  your  resources  are  ample  to  meet  all 
just  claims.  Are  you  not  bound  to  perform  your 
engagement  ?  Yes,  sir,  whether  you  consider  this 
law  as  founded  on  a  debt  due  by  contract,  or  mere 
gratitude  to  the  Revolutionary  soldier,  he  has  a  vest- 
ed right  in  his  pension  for  life ;  and  you  are  bound, 
inorally  bound,  to  perform  your  engagement.  But, 
sir,  it  has  been  contended  that  the  soldier's  right  to 
his  pension,  under  the  law,  is  not  vested.  Let  me 
ask  gentlemen,  what  remains  to  make  this  a  vested 
or  perfect  right?  Was  not  the  act  of  the  Gor- 
ernment  as  perfect  and  as  solemn  as  it  was  possi- 
ble to  make  it  ?  Was  it  not  founded  upon  a  good 
and  valuable  consideration?  And  has  not  the 
soldier  accepted  it?  Yes,  sir,  all  this  clearly  ap- 
pears. What  more,  then,  could  have  been  done 
by  either  party  to  perfect  this  right?  I  know  of 
nothing. 

But,  sir,  many  of  these  soldiers,  confiding  in  the 
integrity  of  Government,  have  changed  their  sit- 
uations in  life ;  and  depending  on  their  pensions 
for  support,  have  promised  portions  of  what  is  yet 
due,  to  those  who  have  furnished  them  with  the 
necessaries  of  life ;  and,  if  this  law  should  now 
be  repealed,  in  whole  or  in  part,  how  great  will  be 
their  disappointment  and  distress;  their jov  will 
be  changed  to  grief,  and  many  of  them  will  have 
received  an  injury  instead  of  a  benefit.  Sir,  would 
this  fulfil  our  obligations  to  the  defenders  of  our 
liberties,  or,  in  the  language  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions,  (which  I 
had  hoped  would  have  been  sooner  acted  upon,) 
will  it  "  comport  with  the  honor  and  dignity  of 
the  nation  ?"  Sir,  I  think  it  will  not.  But,  it  is 
said,  frauds  are  committed  under  this  law ;  and, 
in  order  to  ascertain  it,  we  have  had  recourse  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  who  has  reported  that  he 
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has  been  informed  of  some  few  instances,  and  that 
in  all  cases  where  fraud  has  been  manifest,  he  has 
applied  a  remedy;  he  has  stricken  such  fraudulent 
claimants  from  the  pension  roll.  Sir,  I  do  not 
give  a  decided  opinion  that  this  power  is  strictly 
within  the  purview  of  the  law ;  but,  if  there  be 
any  doubt  on  that  subject,  I  am  willing  to  place 
the  power  in  that  officer  by  law,  and  have  no 
doubt  it  will  be  strictly  and  properly  executed  ;  or, 
if  some  other  mode  is  preferred,   I  am  ready  to 

ffive  all  the  aid  in  my  power  to  guard  against 
raud,  but  I  cannot  consent  to  repeal  the  law,  or 
in  any  manner  to  lessen  the  pensions  granted  : 
nor  am  1  willing  to  annex  such  new  and  unreas- 
onable expenses  and  burdens  on  the  poor  and  in- 
nocent pensioners,  because  of  the  suggestion  that 
some  few  may  have  been  guilty  of  fraud,  and 
have  evaded  the  law. 

Sir,  it  is  well  known   what  trouble  and  delay 
have  attended  the  claimants  already  in  perfecting 
their  claims;  and,   should  the   proposed   amend- 
ments be  adopted,  the  soldiers  will,  at  all  events, 
be  deprived  of  a  part  of  their  promised  pensions' 
and,  as  to  the  residue,  the  trouble  and  expense  will 
be  so  great  that  many  of  them,  by  reason  of  pov- 
erty, a^e,  and  infirmity,  will  be  unable  to  comply 
with  the  requisitions ;  and  as  to  such  the  opera- 
tion will  virtually  be  as  a  repeal  of  the  law  in 
toto.     But  It  is  also  urged  by  the  friends  of  the 
amendments,  that  the  present  law  operates  une- 
qually;  and  I  admit  it ;  and  when  it  was  enacted 
I  was  m  favor  of  a  different  provision,  as  I  should 
be  now,  if  practicable.     It  was  my  wish  to  have 
distributed  this  bounty  to  all  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  regular  Revolutionary  army,  but  in  a 
different  manner;  and  I  am  fully  convinced  that 
the  same  amount,  and  probably  much  less,  would 
have  given  general  satisfaction.     But,  sir,  the  law 
which  then  passed  was  the  only  one  which  could  be 
agreed  upon,  and  it  had  my  vote.     And,  sir,  be- 
lieving that  the  faith  of  the  nation  is  pledged  for 
the  execution  of  that  law,  I  shall  vote  against  the 
proposed  amendments. 

The  motion   to  postpone  the   bill  was  finally 
negatived  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows  : 

Y«A8— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  41- 
len  of  New  York,  Baker.  Baldwin,  Bateman,  Bayly, 
Boden,  Brush,  Bryan,  Buffura,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cook, 
Crafts,  Cushman,  Dewitt,  Dowse,  Edwards  of  Con- 
necticut, Edwards  of  Pennsylvania.  Fay,  Fuller,  Gross 
of  i>ew  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hackley,  Hall  of 
Delaware,  Hardm,  Hibshman,  Hill,  Holmes,  Kendall, 
Kent,  Kinsey,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Livermore,  McCreary 
Mallary,  Mason,  Meech,  Meigs,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore' 
Monell,  Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Parker  of  .Massa- 
chusetts, Pindall,  Pitcher,  Rogers,  Silsbec,  Sloan, 
Stevens,  Storrs,  Strong  of  New  York,  Swearingen,' 
Taylor,  Van  Rensselaer,  and  Whitman— 63. 

Nats— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  ofTennes- 
•ee,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  .\rcher  of  Virginia. 
Ball,  Barbour,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brown, 
Burton,  Burwell,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler 
of  Louisiana.  Campbell,  Cannon,  Case,  Cobb,  Cocke 
Crawford,  Crowell,  Culbreth.  Culpeper,  Cuthbert, 
l^arUngion,  Dickinson,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  North  , 
i^arolma,  Fisher,  Floyd,   Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Ful    ' 
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lerton,  Garnett,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hazard,  HemphUI 
Hendricks,  Horrick,   Hooks,  Hostelter,  Jones  of  Virl 
ginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kinsey,    Linn,  Lowndes 
Lyman.  McCoy,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Metcalf,  New- 
ton, Overstrecl,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patterson,  Phelps, 
Philson,  Pluraer,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richards, 
Robertson,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson.  Sawyer. Settle,  Shaw 
Slocumb  Smi^h  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland.' 
a.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia.  Smith  of 
North   Carolina.    Southard.    Strother,   Tarr,    Terrell. 
I  roralinson,  Tomkins.  Tracy.  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Vir- 
'  Sr"*i  ?.'"»K"  °'"  ^"''^   Carolina.   Tyler.    Wallace. 
Warfield,  Wendover,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and 
Wood — 95. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  the  bill  was  then 

amended  by  unanimous  consent ;  whereupon,  Mr. 

B.  withdrew  his  motion  for  its  recommitment  to 

I  a  select  committw ;  and  the  question   was  then 

,  taken,  Shall  the  bill  pass  ?  and  it  was  determined 

j  m  the  affirmative— yeas  80,  nays  72,  as  follows  : 

Yk AS— Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Md., 
Archer  of  Virginia,   Ball,  Barbour.   Beecher,   Bloom- 
field,  Brevard.  Brown.  Bryan.  Burton,  Burwell, ©ut- 
ler  of  New  Hampshiie,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Craw- 
ford,  Crowell,  Culpeper.  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  David- 
son.  Dickinson,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  North  Car- 
olina, Fisher,  Floyd,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Fullerton, 
Garnett,  Hall  of  New  York,  Harard,  Hendricks,  Her- 
nck,  Hooks.  Hosteller,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of 
Tennessee,    Kinsey,    Lowndes.   Lyman,   Maclay,  Mc- 
Coy,  McLean  of  Kentucky,   Metcalf,    Newton,  Over-   ' 
street,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patterson,  Philson,  Rankin, 
Reed,  Rhea,  Richards,  Robertson,  Ros«,  Russ,  Sampson, 
Settle.  Slocumb,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina, 
Southard,  Strother.  Tarr,  Terrell,   Tomlinson,  Tomp- 
kins. Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,   Tyler,    Warfield,   and    Williams   of  North 
Carolina — 80. 

^^»s — Messrs.    Adams,    Allen    of  Massschusetts, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Allen  of  Tennessee,    Baldwin, 
Bateman,   Bayly,  Boden.  Brush.    Buffum.  Case.  Cla- 
gett. Clark,  Cook,  Crafts,  Culbreth,  Cushman,  Dewitt, 
Dowse.  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsyl- 
vania,    Fay,   Fuller,   Gross   of  New    York,   Gross  of 
Pennsylvania,   Hackley,  Hall   of  Delaware,   Hardin, 
Hemphill,  Hibshman,   Hill,    Holmes,  Kendall,   Kent, 
Kinsley,    Lathrop,    Lincoln,    Linn,    Livermore,    Mc- 
Creary,  Mallary,  Mason.  Meigs,  R.  Moore.  8.  Moore, 
Monell,   Morton.  Moseley.  Murray,   Neale.   Nelson  of 
Massachusetts.  Nelson  of  Virginia.   Parker  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Phelps,  l»indall.  Pitcher,  Piumer,  Rich,  Ro- 
gers, Silsbee,  Sloan,  Stevens,    Storrs,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Swearingen,    Taylor,  Tracy,   Van   Rensselaer, 
Wallace.  Wendover,   Whitman,  and  Wood— 72. 


Monday,  April  3. 

Mr.  Rhea  reported  a  bill  concerning  invalid 
pensioners;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is 
committed  the  bill  to  revive  and  continue  an  act 
to  provide  for  persons  who  were  disabled  by  known 
wounds  received  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Mr.  S.MiTH,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the 
several  acts  providing  for  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men, and  for  establishing  naval  hospitals;  which 
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was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
were  referred  bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  follow- 
ing titles,  to  wit:  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Walter 
Channing,"' and  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
sufferers  by  fire  at  Savannah,  in  Georgia,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment,  and  they 
were  respectively  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law 
for  the  location  of  warrants  which  issued  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  conti- 
nental establishment,  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  for  the  emanation  of  patents  in  cases  where 
locations  have  been  made,  made  a  report,  in  which 
they  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  subject;  which  report  was  read, 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

FUGITIVE  SLAVES. 

Mr.  Pindall,  of  Virginia,  offered  for  consider- 
ation the  following  resolution,  in  support  of  which 
he  made  some  remarks,  referring  to  the  current 
report  that  an  act  of  the  description  therein  re- 
ferred to  had  recently  passed  the  Legislatiu-e  of 
Pennsylvania  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
instructed  to  procure  and  Iraiisaiit  to  this  House,  as 
soon  as  practicable,  a  copy  of  such  late  act  or  acts  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Legi»Iature  as  prohibit  or  restrain 
the  justices,  aldermen,  or  other  magistrates  or  officers 
of  that  Slate  from  interposing  in  the  apprehension  or 
surrender  of  fugitive  slaves,  [or  from  carrying  into 
effect  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "An  act  respecting 
fugitives  from  justice  and  persons  escaping  from  the 
service  of  their  masters,"  passed  on  the  12th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1793.] 

Mr.  Maclay,  of  Pennsylvania,  suggested  that, 
if  the  object  of  the  motion  was  only  to  obtain  a 
copy  of  the  act,  the  latter  clause  of  the  resolve  was 
unnecessary,  and  he  wished  to  see  it  expunged, 
because  he  did  not  think  that  any  act  had  passed 
the  Legislature  prohibiting  the  State  officers  from 
carrying  into  effect  the  act  of  Congress. 

To  obviate  this  objection,  Mr.  Pindall  con- 
sented to  modify  his  motion  so  as  to  omit  the 
clause  within  brackets,  at  the  close  of  the  above 
resolve. 

The  resolve  was  then  amended,  on  motion,  by 
adding  to  the  end  of  the  resolution  the  words  fol- 
lowing: "Provided,  any  such  act  or  acts  shall 
have  been  passed." 

Mr.  S.  MooRE  then  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table ;  which  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
Strother,  and  it  was  negatived,  and  the  resolu- 
tion was  agreed  to. 

REMISSION  OP  DUTIES. 
Mr.  Holmes  prefaced  the  submission  of  the 
following  resolve,  with  a  few  remarks  explanatory 
of  his  object.  He  said  he  believed  that  very  few 
gentlemen  were  aware  of  the  importance  of  the 
principle  involved  in  this  bill.  There  were,  he 
•aid,  about  forty-five  claimants,  for  whose  benefit 
the  bill  was  intended  ;  and  the  sum  involved  was 
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not  less  probably  than  fifty  thousand  dollars.  The 
subject  was,  therefore,  worthy  of  inquiry,  and  it 
was  particularly  desirable  that  the  House  should 
not,  through  want  of  information,  be  induced  to 
remit  the  duties  on  goods  imported  into  the  British 
lines  during  the  war  by  American  merchants, 
with  a  view  to  their  being  smuggled  into  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Such,  he  was  under  the  impression, 
was  the  case  of  at  least  some  of  these  claimants. 
He,  therefore,  moved  this  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  certain  persons  whe  have  paid  duties  on 
certain  goods  imported  into  Castinc,  and  that  it  be 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
to  inquire  and  report — 

1.  Who  are  the  persons  claiming  relief  ander  the 
bill,  and  the  amount  of  each  claim. 

2.  At  what  time  the  goods,  from  which  a  relief  from 
duties  is  claimed,  were  imported  into  Castine. 

3.  Who  were  the  importers,  and  on  whose  account. 

4.  What  amount  of  goods  were  originally  imported 
by  any  of  the  claimants,  and  how  much  thereof  have 
been  disposed  of.  and  in  what  manner. 

5.  What  was  the  price  or  value  at  the  time  of  im- 
portation. 

6.  What  duties  were  paid  on  them  to  the  British 
custom-house. 

7.  And  to  report  any  other  facts  which  they  may 
deem  expedient,  not  embraced  within  the  scope  of 
these  inquiries ;  or  to  make  such  amendments  to  the 
bill  as  may  be  proper  to  exclude  from  its  provisions 
certain  claimants  who  were  importers  of  goods  into  a 
territory  occupied  by  the  enemy. 

Hereupon  a  debate  arose — the  resolution  being 
opposed  by  Messrs.  S.mith,  of  Maryland,  Mabon, 
Kinsley,  Whit.man,  and  Livermore,  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  produce  unnecessary  delay, 
dec,  and  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  nature  of 
the  cases  which  called  for  this  inquiry ;  and  be- 
ing supported  by  the  mover  of  the  resolve,  and  by 
Messrs.  Butler,  of  New  Hampshire,  Clagett, 
and  Rhea. 

After  a  long  debate  the  question  was  taken, 
separately,  on  discharging  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill, 
on  recommitting  it  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  and  on  adding  the  instructions  pro- 
posed, and  severally  agreed  to. 

So  the  whole  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes  prevailed, 
as  above  stated. 

REMISSION  OF  FORFEITURE. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Delisle,  Dudley,  and 
Van  Cleef,  providing  for  the  remission  of  a  for- 
feiture incurred  by  an  accidental  importation  of 
six  slaves,  in  the  brig  Sally,  was  read  a  third 
time ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  on  its  passage  being 
required  by  Mr.  Tracy,  stood— For  the  bill  86, 
against  the  bill  73,  as  follows  : 

Ykas — Messrs  Abbot,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher of  Virginia,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour.  Bayly,  Bre- 
vard, Brown,  Brush,  Bryan,  Burton,  Burwell,  BuUer 
of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon, 
Case,  Cobb,  Cook,  Crafts,  Crowell,  Culbreth,  Cul- 
peper, Cuthbert,  Davidson,  Eldwards  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Fisher,  Floyd,  Ford,  Fuller,  Fullerton,  Garnett, 
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Grosi  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hackley.  '  Committee  with  further  «^.     •  rrL        \  " 

Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  North  Carolina.  Hard.n.  '  Uir.TanneaTed  to  ^  The  other  was, 

Hendricka,    Hibshman.  Holmes.  Hook,.  Jone-  of  Vir-    rilled  FntZf  ^    '°  ^^  ^}'^?'f^  desirable,  in 

ginia.  Kent,  Kinaey.  Kinsley.  Linn.  Livermore.  Ma-  thT.h-^  IV  ,  1^'""  ''''^T  °^  ^^'^  Government, 
clay,  McCoy.  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Meech,     "     Vl.  ''^"'^  ^^  ^  ^^^^"-'^^  Coincidence  in  opin- 

Moseley,   Murray,   Neale,   Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  t^tween  its  several  co-ordinate  branches.     In 

Newton.  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Massachusetts.  Parker  !™^'  "'^.^^^er,  of  peace  it  miirht  be  allowable  to 
of  Virginia,  Phelps,  PinJall,  Pitcher,  Quarles.  Rankin,  I  '"°^^  ^Y"'^  ^'"'^  charged  with  the  public  interests  to 
Sampson,  Settle.  Shaw,  Slocumb,  Smith  of  New  Jer-  ^"'^['ain  and  express  their  views,  although  there 
■ey.  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  "^"o"^  bf  «ome  discordance  between  them  In  a 
^^•^°1'"' i^'*'"''"'''  ^^fo^her,  Swearingeh,  Terrell,  '^^a.^on  of  war,  there  should  be  no  division  in  the 
Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tyler.  Walker,  Wal-  Public  councils;  but  an  united  and  vigorous  exer- 
lace,  Warfield,  and  \V  illiams  of  North  Carolina.  I  t.on  to  bring  the  war  to  an  honorable  conclusbn 

AlSno^  '""  ^^^^r^'n^"""  of  Massachusetts, 'For  h.s  part,  whenever  that  calamity  may  bcfali 
Allen  of  Tennessee  Baker  Bateman,  Beecher.  Bloom-  !  Ins  country,  he  would  entertain  but  oL  w.^sh  «ni 
field     Boden     Buffum,    Campbdl,    Clagett,    Clark,  ;  that  is,  thaV  success  mi.^htc  own  o^rstr^^^^^^ 

Pennsylvania,  Fa/.  Foiger,  F^t  Forrest  Hal  of  "' u'°"-'!  ""^^"/^^"^^^  ^«  ^^^re  in  the  joys  incident 
DelawLe,Hazard,^HempLl  Herri^k  HI  Hos^^^^^^^^  o  the  victory  of  our  arms,  nor  to  p'ariicipate  in 
Kendall,   Lathrop.   Lincoln,   Lo^eLlimanMc:  ^ttjfl^  He  concurred 

Creary,  Marchand,  Mason,  Meigs,  Metcalf.  R.  Moore  m..  ,  ^  '"  t  •'^«*nt'mt'nl  once  expressed  by  that 
8.  Moore,  Monell.  Morton,  Nelson  of  Virginia  Patter-  '  "/"^^"'^"^  ^7°.  whose  recent  melancholy  fall  we 
son.   PhiUon,   Plumer,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richards.   Rich-  ^"  ^^'ncerely  deplore,   that  fortune  may  attend 

~-    '   "  ■  '•  "  our  country  in  whatever  war  it  may  be  involved. 

Ihcre  were  two  systems  of  policy,  he  said,  of 
which  our  Government  had  had  the  choice.  The 
hrst  was  by  appealing  to  the  justice  and  affec- 
tions of  bpain,  to  employ  all  those  persuasives 
which  could  arise  out  of  abstinence  from  any  di- 
rect countenance  to  the  cause  of  South  America, 
and  the  observance  of  a  strict  neutrality.  The 
other  was,  by  appealing  to  her  justice  also  and  to 
her  fears,  to  prevail  upon  her  to  redress  the  in- 
juries of  which  we  complain— her  fears,  by  a  re- 

.;. '""r  ',Tr'."'.=  '^'^^"'^^u  nseii  into  a  Uora-    ^off"ition  of  the  independent  governments  of  South 

rndLlll^'^^^^^^r-'*^^  'T  °^^^^  ^^"'^«'    America,  and  leavin^her  in  a  stateTuncerfain^^ 
a^o  bv  Mr  cTTf  ''f''T'{  1"^^'"^^/^°"^^  <Jays'    as  to  the  further  step  we  might  take  in  resp^t  Ij 
ago  Dy  Mr.  Clay,  (fepeaker,)  being  under  consid-    those  governments.    The  unratified  treaty  was  the 
TV    ;    .   n^.  result  of  the  first  system.    It  could  not  be  ^sitively 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Constitution  of  the  United  '  ^tDrm^d  what  efTtct  the  other  system  would  have 
Slates  vests  m  Congress  the  power  to  dispose  of  the  1^'"°'^"'=^^  J  ^^^t  he  verily  believed  that,  whilst  it 
territory  belonging  to  them,  and  that  no  treaty,  pur-  '.  [^odcred  justice  to  those  governments,  and  would 
porting  to  alienate  any  portion  thereof,  is  valid  with-  '  ^^l^    t)etter  comported   with   that   maananimous 

"i  rIIZTtiZ^'  "^''"^r ;  ,  I  ^r''"'^  u)!'^'  '"-"'^^ '°  ^'^''  ^'^a^cterizJd  our  own 

^.liesoiiea,  I  hat  the  equivalent  proposed  to  be  given    't  would  have  more  successfully  tended  to  an  ami 

by  Spain    to  the  Ignited  States,  in  the  Uea.y  concluded  !  cable  and  satisfactory  arrangement  of  our  diflV  " 
betweenihem,onthe22ddayofFebruary,1819,forthat,cnceswith  Spain.  ^^"g^'n^nt  ol  our  dlfler- 

E!I[..?!  ^"""'f  t"=»  'y"'5  ''fst  of  the  Sabine,  was  inad-         The  first  system  has  ^o  far  failed      At  thp  ^nm 
tTnVf:;  th"erfVo'\:;te!:n-;oT:f  -  -  -\«,  ^  ,  --r--t  oV  the  se^i^J,^^th:' ptidt  J^reco^S I 
•foresaid  treaty.  ^        ^        °   "'  °'  ""'^  '^'«  1  "^^"^^'^  ,^"  enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  the 

Mr.  Clay  said,  that,  whilst  ho  felt  verv  irrite  '  T^!^'  r^"  three  n^onths  deliberation,  the  Com- 
ful  to  the  House  for  'the  prompt  and  re'^p^c'ful  '  Tu  wit'ifjf  °''lf"  ^^'/'■•''  "°'  ^^'"^  ^^^^  '^  '^''- 
manner  in  which  they  had  allowed  him  to^ente     ,nJ  Th  ""'  ^"^  S?^^"^''*  ''P^''  recommend- 

upon  the  discussion  of  the  resolutions  wLh  he  ZV}  '^l^'^'^.^f  ^^onda,  m  the  nature  of  a  re- 
had  the  honor  of  submittincr  to  thdr  not  ire  h^  ^  ^ow  the  President  recommends  our  post- 
mustat  the  same  time  frankly^  sl^that  h  h  'gt  E^SZn^i  t;"'^:^,^!  ""?'  '^  next  session^  It 
their  character  and  consideration  in  the  counrik  r  ..  /  ;I'^-  ^'^^  intention,  whenever  the 
of  this  country,  were  concerned  in  no  letting  thf  2°"^"^'"^^  «'  F^ore.gn  Affairs  should  engage  the 
present  session  pass  off  without  deliberatirLon  ?'"rVK°  ""''  "^"'^  l^^'^  ^'''' '«  '^''^  ^'  ^  '^^^'^'^'^ 
our  affairs  with  Spain.  In  cl.n^  to  the  oresen^  '  ^'  ')  '^^  '^T"^  "l^"'^  ^'  ^'>°"?h' ''  ^^^"'^  '^^^ 
session  of  Congreks,  ,t  had  b^en  his  anxiou^  wLh  ■  '^"'^^^y '°  ^^oPS^^^bich  the  occupation  of  Texas, 

to  be  able  to  concur' with  the  Exe^utiveTrrncTor  ^L^^^l^^'^rr"'^.  ^"^'^'  ^^^"  ^  ^''^  ^""^  '^'  «' 
Government  in  the  measures  whl^K   t  mtht  con     ^°£'';j^  °^'^,^ 'nder^ndent  govern 
ceive  itself  called  on  to  recommend  on   ha   snK- '        !k^ '*°°'''^'-   .'^^^e  did  not  now  bring  for- 
i^.  f„ ."  recommend  on  that  sub-    ward  this   system,  it  was  because  the  committee 

because  he 
and  of 


son,  PhiUon,  Plumer,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richards.  Rich- 
mond, Robertson,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sawyer,  Sloan, 
A.  Smyth  of  \  irgmia,  Southard,  Storrs,  Strong  of 
Vermont,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins, Tracy, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Van  Renssdaer,  Wen- 
dover,  and  Wood. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence  in  the  amendment,  which  limits 
the  remission  to  so  much  of  the  forfeitures  as  ac- 
crues to  the  United  Slates. 

THE  SPANISH  TREATY. 
The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Cora- 


^A^t  e  —  i«:i,uiuuifuu  on  mat  suD- 

Jlrl'/^'ii^'^"  't^^'^"^'  °^  ^*^'ch  the  first,  relating 
personally  to  himself,  he  would  not  trouble  the 


/  J     --       •• — »— — »..^>,        »»j»,     \,UII 

proposed  to  withdraw  their  bill    and  beca 
knew  too  much  of  the  temper  of^the  House 
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the  Executive,  to  think  that  it  was  advisable  to 
bring  it  forward.  He  hoped  that  some  suitable 
opportunity  might  occur,  during  the  session,  for 
considering  the  propriety  of  recognising  the  inde- 
pendent governments  of  South  America. 

Whatever  Mr.  C.  might  think  of  the  discretion 
which  was  evinced  in  recommending  the  post- 
ponement of  the  bill  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  he  could  not  think  that  the  reasons 
assigned  by  the  President  for  that  recommenda- 
tion were  entitled  to  the  weight  which  he  had 
given  them.  Mr.  C.  thought  that  the  House  was 
called  upon,  by  a  high  sense  of  duty,  seriously  to 
animadvert  upon  some  of  those  reasons.  He  be- 
lieved it  was  the  first  example,  in  the  annals  of 
the  country,  in  which  a  course  of  policy,  respect- 
ing one  foreign  Power,  which  we  must  suppose 
had  been  deliberately  considered,  has  been  recom- 
mended to  be  abandoned,  in  a  domestic  communi- 
cation from  one  to  another  co-ordinate  branch  of 
the  Government,  upon  the  avowed  ground  of  the 
interposition  of  other  foreign  Powers.  And  what 
was  the  nature  of  this  interposition?  It  was  ev- 
idenced by  a  cargo  of  scraps  gathered  up  from 
this  Charge  d'Affaires,  and  that  of  loose  conver- 
sations held  with  this  foreign  Minister — and  that 
perhaps  mere  levee  conversations,  without  a  com- 
mitment in  writing,  in  a  solitary  instance,  of  any 
of  the  foreign  parlies  concerned,  except  only  in 
the  case  of  his  Imperial  Majesty  ;  and  what  was 
the  character  of  his  commitment  we  shall  present- 
^ly  see.  But,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  must  enter  his  solemn 
protest  against  this  and  every  other  species  of 
foreign  interference  in  our  matters  with  Spain. 
What  have  they  to  do  with  them  ?  Would  they 
not  repel,  as  officious  and  insulting  intrusions, 
any  interference  on  our  part  in  their  concerns 
with  other  foreign  States?  Would  his  Imperial 
Majesty  have  listened  with  complacency  to  our 
remonstrances  against  the  vast  acquisitions  which 
he  has  recently  made  ?  He  has  lately  crammed 
his  enormous  maw  with  Finland  and  with  the 
spoils  of  Poland,  and,  whilst  the  difficult  process 
of  digestion  is  going  on,  he  throws  himself  upon 
fa  couch,  and  cries  out-— don't,  don't  disturb  my 
repose ! 

He  charges  his  Minister  here  to  plead  the  cause 
of  peace  and  concord  !  The  American  "  Govern- 
ment is  too  enlightened"  (ah  !  sir  how  sweet  this 
unction  is,  which  is  poured  down  our  backs)  to 
take  hasty  steps.  And  his  Imperial  Majesty 's  Min- 
jister  here  is  required  to  engage  (Mr.  C.  said  he 
hoped  that  the  original  expression  was  less  strong, 
but  he  believed  that  the  French  word  engaf/e  bore 
the  sanrie  meaninj)  the  American  Government, 
&c.  Nevertheless,  the  Emperor  does  not  inter- 
pose in  this  discussion.  No  !  not  he.  He  makes 
above  all  "  no  pretension  to  exercise  an  influence 
in  th?councils  of  a  foreign  Power."  Not  the  slight- 
est. And  yet,  at  the  very  instant  when  he  is  pro- 
testing against  the  imputation  of  this  influence  his 
interposition  is  proving  effectual!  His  Imperial 
Majesty  has  at  least  manifested  so  far,  in  this  par- 
ticular, his  capacity  to  govern  his  Empire,  by  the 
selection  of  a  sagacious  Minister.  For  if  Count 
Ncsselrode  had  never  written  another  paragraph 


the  extract  from  his  despatch  to  Mr.  Poletica,  which 
has  been  transmitted  to  this  House  would  de- 
monstrate that  he  merited  the  confidence  of  his 
master.  It  was  quite  refreshing  to  read  such  State 
papers  after  perusing  those  (he  was  sorry  to  say 
It ;  he  wished  there  was  a  veil  broad  and  thick 
enough  to  conceal  them  forever)  which  this  treaty 
had  produced  on  the  part  of  our  own  Government. 

Conversations  between  my  Lord  Casilereagh 
and  our  Minister  at  London  had  al.^o  been  com- 
municated to  this  House.  Nothing  from  the  hand 
of  his  Lordship  is  produced  ;  no !  he  does  not  com- 
mit himself  in  that  way.  The  sense  in  which  our 
Minister  understood  him,  and  the  purport  of  certain 
parts  of  despatches  from  the  British  Government 
to  its  Minister  at  Madrid,  which  he  deigned  to 
read  to  our  Minister,  are  alone  communicated  to  us. 
Now  we  know  very  well  how  diplotnatists,  when 
it  is  their  pleasure  to  do  so,  can  wrap  themselves 
up  in  mystery.  No  man  more  than  my  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh,  who  is  also  an  able  Minister,  possessing 
much  greater  talents  than  are  allowed  to  him  gen- 
erally in  this  country,  can  successfully  express  him- 
self in  ambiguous  language,  when  he  chooses  to 
eniployit.  Mr.  C.  recollected  himself  once  to  hare 
witnessed  this  facility,  on  the  part  of  his  Lordship. 
The  case  was  this.  When  Bonaparte  made  his 
escape  from  Elba  and  invaded  France,  a  great  part 
of  Europe  believed  that  it  was  with  the  connivance 
of  the  British  Ministry.  The  opposition  charged 
them,  in  Parliament  with  it,  and  they  were  inter- 
rogated to  know  what  measures  of  precaution  they 
had  taken  against  such  an  event.  Lord  Casilereagh 
replied  by  slating  that  there  was  an  understanding 
with  a  certain  naval  officer  of  high  rank,  com- 
manding in  liie  adjacent  seas,  that  he  was  to  act 
on  certain  contingencies.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman, 
if  you  can  make  any  thing  intelligible  out  of  this 
reply  you  will  have  much  more  success  than  the 
English  opposition  had. 

The  allowance  of  interference  by  foreign  Powers 
in  the  affairs  of  our  Government,  not  pertaining  to 
themselves,  is  against  the  counsels  of  our  wisest 

f>olilician.s — those  of  Washington,  Jeflerson,  and, 
le  would  ^d  also,  those  of  the  present  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate ;  for, pending  this  very  Spanish  negotiation, 
the  offer  of  the  mediation  of  foreign  States  was  de- 
clined, upon  the  true  ground  that  Europe  had  her 
system,  and  we  ours ;  and  that  it  was  not  compat- 
ible with  our  policy  to  entangle  ourselves  in  the 
labyrinths  of  hers.  But  a  mediation  is  far  prefer- 
able to  the  species  of  interference  on  which  it  had 
been  his  reluctantduty  to  comment.  The  mediator 
is  a  judge,  placed  on  high,  his  conscience  his  ^uide, 
the  world  the  spectators,  and  posterity  his  judge. 
His  position  is  one,  therefore,  of  the  greatest  respon- 
sibility. But  what  responsibility  is  there  attaclied 
to  this  sort  of  irregular,  drawing-roora,  intriguing 
interposition  ?  He  could  see  no  motive  for  gov- 
erning or  influencing  our  policy,  in  regard  to 
Spain,  furnished  in  any  of  the  communications 
which  respected  the  disposition  of  foreign  Powers. 
He  regretted,  for  his  part,  that  they  had  be(n  at  all 
consulted.  There  was  nothing  in  the  character 
of  the  power  of  Spain  ;  nothing  in  the  beneficial 
nature  of  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  to  us,  which 
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warranted  us  in  seeking  the  aid  of  foreign  Powers, 
if  in  any  case  whatever'that  aid  was  desirable.    He 
was  far  from  saying  that,  in  the  foreign  action  of 
this  Government,  it  might  not   be  prudent  to  keep 
a  watchful  eye  upon  the  probable  conduct  of  for- 
eign Powers.     That  might  be  a  material  circum- 
stance  to   be   taken   into  consideration.     But  he 
never  would  avow  to  our  own  people — never  pro- 
mulgate to  foreign  Powers,  that  their  wishes  and  in- 
terference were  the  controlling  cause  of  our  policy. 
Such  promulgation  would  lead  to  the  most  alarm- 
ing consequences.     It  was  to  invite  furthiT  inter- 
position.    It  might,  in  process  of  time,  create  in  the 
bosom  of  our  country  a  Russian  faction,  a  British 
faction,  a  French  faction.     Everv  nation  ought  to 
be  jealous  of  this  species  of  interference,  whatever 
was  its  form  of  government.     But  of  all  forms  of 
government  the  united  testimony  of  all  history  ad- 
monishes a  Republic  to  be  most  guarded  against 
it.     From  the  moment  that  Philip  intermeddled  in 
the  affairs  of  Greece,  the  liberty  of  Greece  was 
doomed  to  inevitable  destruction. 

Suppose,  said  Mr.  C,  we  could  see  the  commu- 
nications which  have  passed  between  His  Imperial 
Majesty  and  the  British  Government,  respectively, 
and  Spain,  in  regard  to  the  United  States;  what 
do  you  imagine  would  be  their  character?  Do 
you  suppose  that  the  same  language  has  been  held 
to  Spam  and  to  us  ?  Do  you  not,  on  the  contrary, 
believe,  that  sentiments  have  been  expressed  to  her| 
consoling  to  her  pride?  That  we  have  been  rep 
resented,  perhaps,  as  an  ambitious  Republic,  seeking 
to  aggrandize  ourselves  at  her  expense? 

In  the  other  ground  taken  by  the  President,  the 
present  distressed  condition  of  Spain,  for  his  re- 
commendation of  forbearance  to  act  during  the 
present  session,  Mr.  C.  was  sorrv  also  to  say  that 
It  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  solid-     He  could 
well  conceive  how  the  weakness  of  your  ajjgressor 
might,  when  he  was  withholding  from  you  jlistice, 
form  a  motive  for  your  pressing  your  equitable 
demands  upon  him  ;  but  he  could  not  accord  in  the 
wisdom  of  that  policy  which  would  wait  his  re- 
covery of  strength,  so  as  to  enable  him  successfully 
to  resist  those  demands.     Nor  would  it  comport 
with  the  practice  of  our  own  Government  hereto 


Did  we  not,  in  1811,  when  the  present  mon- 
of    Spain  was  an  ignoble  captive,  and  the 


fore, 
arch 

people  of  the  Peninsula  were  contending  for  the 
inestimable  privilege  of  self-government,  seize  and 
occupy  that  part  of  Louisiana  which  is  situated 
between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Perdido?  What 
mu!?t  the  people  of  Spain  think  of  that  policy  which 
would  not  spare  them,  and  which  commiserates 
alone  an  unworthy  prince,  who  ignominiously 
surrendered  himself  to  his  enemy  ;  a  vile  despot, 
of  whom  I  cannot  speak  in  appropriate  language 
without  departing  from  the  respect  due  to  th'is 
House  or  to  myself?  What  must  the  people  of 
South  America  think  of  this  sympathy  for  Ferdi- 
nand, at  a  moment  when  they,'as  well  as  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Peninsula  themselves,  (if  weare  to  believe 
the  late  accounts,  and  God  send  they  may  be  true.) 
are  stniggling  for  liberty  ? 

Agiifc;  Wken  we  declared  our  late  just  war 
agaiQst4j||mt  Britain,  did  we  wait  for  a  moment 


when  she  was  free  from  embarrassment  and  distress- 
or  did  we  not  rather  wisely  select  a  period  when 
there  was  the  greatest  probability  of  giving  success 
to  our  arms?  What  was  the  complaint  in  Eng- 
land ;  what  the  language  of  faction  here?  Was 
it  not  that  we  had  crut-lly  proclaimed  the  war  at 
a  time  when  she  was  struggling  for  the  liberties  of 
the  world?  How  truly,  let  the  sequel  and  the 
voice  of  impartial  history  tell. 

Whilst  he  could  not,  therefore,  Mr.  C.said,  per- 
suade himself  that  the  reasons  assigned  by  the 
President  for  postf>oning  the  subject  of  our  Span- 
ish affairs  until  another  session  M-ere  entitled  to 
all  the  weight  which  he  seemed  to  think  belonged 
to  them,  he  did  not,  nevertheless,  regret  that  the 
particular  project  recommended  by  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations  was  thus  to  be  disposed  of; 
for  it  was  war,  war,  attempted  to  be  disguised! 
And  if  we  went  to  war.  he  thought  it  should  have 
no  other  limit  than  indemnity  for  the  past,  and 
security  for  the  future.  He  had  no  idea  of  the 
wisdom  of  that  measure  of  hostility  which  would 
bind  us,  whilst  the  other  party  is  left  free. 

Before  he  proceeded  to  consider  the  particular 
propositions  which  the  resolutions  contained  which 
he  had  had  the  honor  of  submitting  it  was  mate- 
rial to  determine  the  actual  postureof  our  relations 
to  Spain.     He  considered  it  too  clear  to  need  dis- 
cussion, that  the  treaty  was  at  an  end  ;  that  it  con- 
tained, in  Its  present  state,  no  obligation  whatever 
upon  us,  and  no  obligation  whatever  on  the  part 
of  Spain.     It  was  as  if  it  had  never  been.     We 
are  remitted  back  to  the  state  of  our  rights  and  our 
demands  which  existed  prior  to  the  conclusion  of 
the  treaty,  with  this  only  difference,  that,  instead 
of   being  merged  in,  or  weakened  by  the  treaty, 
they  have  acquired  all  the  additional'  force  which 
the  intervening  time  and  the  faithlessness  of  Spain 
can  communicate  to  them.     Standing  on  this  po- 
sition, he  should  not  deem  it  necessary  to  interfere 
with  the  treaty-making  power,  if  a  fixed  and  per- 
severing purpose  had  not  been  indicated   by  it,  to 
obtain  the  revival  of  the  treaty.    Now,  he  thought 
it  a  bad  treaty.     The  interest  of  the  country,  as  it 
appeared  to  him,  forbade  its  renewal.    Being  gone, 
it  was  perfectly  incomprehensible  to  him  why  so 
much  .solicitude  was  manifested  to  restore  it.    Yet 
it  is  clung  to  with  the  same  sort  of  frantic  affec- 
tion with  which  the  bereaved  mother  hugs  her 
dead  infant  in  the  vain  hope  of  bringing  it  l»ck  to 
life. 

Has  the  House  of   Representatives  a  right  to 
express  its  opinion  upon  the  arrangement  made  in 
that  treaty?     The  President,  by  asking  Congress 
to  carry  it  into  effect,  has  given  us  jurisdiction  of 
the  subject,  if  we  had  it  not  before.     We  derive 
from   that  circumstance  the  right  to  consider — 
first,  if  there  be  a  treaty;  secondly,  if  we  ought  to 
carry  it  into  effect;  and,  thirdly,  if  there  be  no 
treaty,  whether  it  be  expedient  to  assert  our  rights, 
independent  of  the  treaty.    It  will  not  be  contended 
that  we  are  restricted  to  that  specific  mode  of  re- 
dress which  the  President  intimated  in  his  opening 
Message. 

The  first  resolution  which  he  had  presented,  as- 
serted that  the  Constitution  vests  in  the  Congres.s 
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of  the  United  States  the  power  to  dispose  of  the 
territory  belonging  to  them;  and  that  no  treaty, 
purportine  to  alienate  any  jportion  thereof,  is  valid, 
without  the  concurrence  of  Congress. 

The  proposition  which  it  asserts  was,  he  thought, 
sufl5ciently  maintained  by  barely  reading  the  clause 
in  the  Constitution  on  which  it  rests :  ''  The  Con- 
gress shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  dec,  the  ter- 
ritory, or  other  property,  belonging  to  the  United 
States.-' 

It  was  far  from  his  wish  to  renew  at  large  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  treaty-making  power.    The  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  had  not  defined  the 
precise  limits  of  that  power,  because,  from  the  na- 
ture of  it,  they  could  not  be  prescribed.  It  appeared 
to  him,  however,  that  no  safe  American  statesman 
would  assign   to  it  a  boundless  scope.     He  pre- 
sumcrd,  for  example,  that  it  would  not  be  contended 
that,  in  a  Government  which  was  itself  limited, 
there  was  a  functionary  without  limit.     The  first  i 
great  bound  to  the  power  in  question,  he  appre- 
hended, was  that  no  treaty  could  constitutionally  \ 
transcend   the  very  objects  and  purposes  of  the 
Government  itself.     He  thought,  also,  that,  wher- 
ever there  were  specific  grants  of  power  to  Con-  i 
gres5,  they  limited  or  controlled,  or,  he  would  ra- 1 
ther  say,  modified  the  exercise  of  the  general  grant  \ 
of  the  treaty-making  power,  upon  the  principle  i 
which  was  familiar  to  every  one.     He  did  not  in- 1 
sist  that  the  treaty-making  power  could  not  act  I 
upon  the  subjects  committed  to  the  charge  of  Con- ! 
gress  ;  he  merely  contended  that  the  concurrence  | 
of  Congress  in  its  action  upon  those  subjects,  was 
necessary.     Nor  would  he  insist  that  the  concur- 
rence  should  precede  that  action.     It  would   be  i 
always  most  desirable  that  it  should  precede  it,  if  i 
convenient,  to  guard  against  the  commitment  ofi 
Congres.s,  on  the  one  hand,  by  the  Executive,  or,  ' 
on  the  other,  what  might  seem  to  be  a  violation  of 
the  faith  of  the  country,  pledged  for  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty.     But  he  was  perfectly  aware 
that  It  would  be  very  often  highly  inconvenient  to 
deliberate,  in  a  body  so  numerous  &n  Congress,  on 
the  nature  of  those  terms  on  which  it  might  be 
proper  to  treat  with  foreign  Powers.    In  the  view  of 
the  subject  which  he  had  been  taking,  there  was  a 
much  higher  degree  of  .security  to  the  interests  of 
the  country.     For,  with  all  his   respect  for  the 
President  and  Senate,  it  could  not  disparage  the 
wisdom  of  their  councils  to  add  to  it  that  of  this 
House  also.     But  if  the  concurrence  of  this  House 
be  not  necessary  in  the  cases  asserted  ;  if  there  be 
no  restriction  upon  the  power  he  was  considering 
It  might  draw  to  itself  and  absorb  the  whole  of  the 
powers  of  Government.     To  contjwct  alliances, 
to  stipulate  for  raising  troops  to  be  employed  in  a 
common  war  about  to  be  waged,  to  grant  subsi- 
dies, even  to  introduce  foreign  troops  within  the 
bosom  of  the  country,  were  not  unfrequent  in- 
stances of  the  exercise  of  this  power;  and  if  in 
all  such  cases,  the  honor  and  faith  of  the  nation 
were  committed,  by  the  exclusive  act  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate,  the  melancholy  duty  alone  might 
be  left  to  Congress  of  recording  the  ruin  of  the 
Republic.  • 

The  House  of  Representatives  has  uniformly 


maintained  its  right  to  deliberate  ujwn  those  trea- 
ties in  which  their  co-operation  was  asked  by  the 
Executive.    In  the  first  case  that  occurred  in  the 
1  progress  of  our  Government,  that  of  the  treaty 
j  commonly  called  Mr.  Jay's  Treaty,  after  General 
I  Washington  refused  to  communicate  his  instruc- 
tions to  that  Minister,  the  House  asserted  its  right 
j  by  fifty  odd  votes  to  thirty  odd.     In  the  last  case 
that  occurred,  the  Convention  of  1815,  with  Great 
Britain,  although  it  passed  off  upon  what  was 
^  called  a  compromise,  this  House  substantially  ob- 
tained  its  object;  for,  if  that  Convention  operated 
as  a  repeal  of  the  laws  with  which  it  was  incom- 
patible, the  act  which  passed  was  altogether  un- 
;  necessary. 

Supposing,  however,  that  ixo  treaty  which  un- 
dertakes to  dispose  of  the  territory  ol  the  United 
I  States  is  valid  without  the  concurrence  of  Con- 
j  gress,  it  may  be  contended  that  such  treaty  may 
I  constitutionally  fix  the  limits  of  the  territories  of 
i  the  United  States,  where  they  are  disputed,  with- 
i  out  the  co-operation  of  Congress.     He  admitted  it, 
when  the  fixation  of  the  limits  simply  was  the  ob- 
ject, as  in  the  case  of  the  river  St.  Croix,  or  the 
more  recent  stipulation  in  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  or 
in  that  of  the  Treaty  with  Spain  in  1795.     In  all 
these  cases,  the  treaty-making  power  merely  re- 
duces to  certainty  that  which  was  before  unascer- 
tained.    It  announces  the  fact;  it  proclaims  in  a 
tangible  form  tjie  existence  of  the  boundary  ;  it 
does  not  make  a  new  boundary ;  it  asserts  only 
where  the   new  boundary  was.     But  it   cannot 
under  color  of  fixing  a  boundary  previously  exist- 
ing, though  not  in  fact  marked,  undertake  to  cede 
away,  without  the  concurrenceof  Congress,  whole 
provinces.     If  the  subject  be  one  of  a  mixed  char- 
acter ;  if  it  consists  partly  of  cession,  and  partly  of 
the  fixation   of  a  prior  limit,  he  contended  that 
the  President  must  come  here  for  the  consent  of 
Congress.     But  in  the  F^'lorida  Treaty  it  was  not  * 
pretended  that  the  object  was  simply  a  declara- 
tion of  where  the  western  limit  of  Louisiana  was ; 
it  was,  on  the  contrary,  the  case  of  an  avowed 
cession  of  territory   from   the   United   States   to 
Spain.     The  whole  of  the  correspondence  man- 
ifested that  the  respective  parties  to  the  negotia- 
tion were  not  engaged  so  much  in   an  inquiry 
where  the  limit  of  Louisiana  was,  as  that  they 
were  exchaging  overtures  as  to  where  it  should  be. 
Hence  we  find  various  limits  proposed  and  dis- 
cussed.    At  one  time  the  Mississippi  is  proposed; 
then  the  Missouri ;  then  a  river  discharging  itself 
into  the  gulf  east  of  the  Sabine ;  a  vast  desert  is 
proposed  to  separate  the  territories  of  the  two  Pow- 
ers; and  finally  the  Sabine,  which  neither  of  the 
parties  had  ever  contended  was  the  ancient  limit 
of  Louisiana,  is  adopted,  and  the  boundary  is  ex- 
tended from  its  source  by  a  line  perfectly  new  and 
arbitrary ;  and  the  treaty  itself  proclaims  its  pur- 
pose to  be  a  cession  from  the  United   States  to 
Spain. 

The  second  resolution  comprehended  three  prop- 
ositions; the  first  of  which  wa.s,  that  the  equiva- 
lent granted  by  Spain  to  the  United  States  for  the 
province  of  Texas  was  inadequate.  To  determine 
this  it  was  neces.sary  to  estimate  the  value  of  what 
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we  gave  and  of  what  we  received.  This  involved 
an  inquiry  into  our  claim  to  Texas.  It  was  not 
his  purpose  to  enter  at  large  into  this  subject.  He 
presumed  the  spectacle  would  not  be  presented  of 
questioning,  in  this  branch  of  ihc  Government, 
our  title  to  Texas,  which  had  been  constantly 
maintained  by  the  Executive,  for  more  than  fifteen 
years  past,  under  three  several  Administrations. 
He  was  at  the  same  time  ready  and  prepared  to 
make  out  our  title,  if  any  one  in  this  House  were 
fearless  enough  to  controvert  it.  He  would  for  the 
present  briefly  state  that  the  man  who  is  most 
familiar  with  the  transactions  of  this  Government 
— who  so  largely  participated  in  the  formation  of 
the  Constitution,  and  in  all  that  has  been  done 
under  it ;  who,  besides  the  eminent  services  that 
he  has  rendered  his  country,  principally  contrib- 
uted to  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana  ;  and  who  must 
be  supposed,  from  his  various  opportunities,  best 
to  know  its  limits — declared,  fifteen  years  a^o,  that 
our  title  to  the  Rio  del  Norte  was  as  well  founded 
as  it  was  to  the  island  of  New  Orleans. 

(Here  Mr.  C.  read  an  extract  from  a  memoir 
presented  in  1805,  by  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Pinck- 
oey,  to  Mr.  Cevallos,  proving  that  the  boundary 
of  Louisiana  extended  eastward  to  the  Perdido, 
and  westward  to  the  Rio  del  Norte ;  in  which  they 
say  :  ''  The  facts  and  principles  which  justify  this 
'conclusion  arc  so  satisfactory  to  their  Govern- 
'  ment  as  to  convince  it  that  the  United  States 
'  have  not  a  better  right  to  the  island  of  New  Or- 
'  leans,  under  the  cession  referred  to,  than  they 
'  have  to  the  whole  district  of  territory  thus  de- 
'  scribed."] 

The  title  to  the  Perdido  on  the  one  side,  and  to 
the  Rio  del  Norte  on  the  other,  rested  on  the  same 
principle — the  priority  of  discovery  and  occupa- 
tion by  France.  Spain  had  first  discovered  and 
made  an  establishment  at  Pensacola — France  at 
Dauphin  island  in  the  Bay  of  Mobile.  The  inter- 
mediate space  was  unoccupied;  and  the  principle  ob- 
served among  European  nations  having  contiguous 
settlements — being  that  the  unoccupied  space  be- 
tween them  should  be  etjually  divided — was  appli- 
ed to  it,  and  the  Perdido  thus  became  the  common 
boundary.  So,  west  of  the  Mississippi,  La  Salle, 
acting  under  France,  in  1682  or  lb83,  first  discov- 
ered that  river.  In  1685,  he  made  an  establish- 
ment on  the  Bay  of  St.  Bernard,  west  of  the  Col- 
orado, emptyiniT  into  it.  The  nrarest  topanisa 
settlement  was  Panuco,  and  the  Rio  del  Norte, 
about  the  midway  line,  became  the  common 
boundary. 

All  accounts  concurred  in  representing  Texas 
to  be  extremely  valuable.  Its  superficial  extent 
was  three  or  four  times  greater  than  that  of  Flori- 
da. The  climate  was  delicious ;  the  soil  fertile ; 
the  margins  of  the  rivers  abounding  in  live  oak  ; 
and  the  country  admitting  of  easy  settlement.  It 
pos;iessed,  moreover,  if  he  were  not  misinformed, 
one  of  the  finest  ports  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
The  productions  of  which  it  was  capable  were 
suited  to  our  wants.  The  unfortunate  captive  of 
St.  Helena  wished  for  ships,  commerce,  and  colo- 
nies. We  have  them  all,  d  we  do  not  wantonly 
throw  ihem  away.     The  colonies  of  other  coun- 


tries are  separated  from  them  by  vast  seas,  requir- 
ing great  expense  to  protect  them,  and  are  held 
subject  to  a  constant  risk  of  their  being  torn  from 
their  grasp.  Our  colonies,  on  the  contrary,  are 
united  to  and  form  a  part  of  our  continent;  and 
the  same  Mississippi,  from  whose  rich  deposite  the 
best  of  them  (^Louisiana)  has  been  formed,  will 
transport  on  ner  bosom  the  brave  and  patriotic 
men  from  her  tributary  streams  to  defend  and  pre- 
serve the  next  most  valuable,  the  province  of 
Texas. 

We  wanted  Florida,  or  rather  we  ghaU  want  it 
or,  to  speak  yet  more  correctly,  we  want  nobody 
else  to  nave  it.     We  do  not  de-sire  it  for  immediate 
use.     It  fills  a  space  in  our  imagination,  and  we 
wish  it  to  complete  the  arrondiss<,'ment  of  our  ter- 
ritory.    It  must  certainly  come  to  us.     The  ripen- 
ed fruit  will  not  more  surely  fall.     Florida  is  en- 
closed in  between  Alabama  and  Georgia,  and  can- 
not escape.    Texas  may.    Whether  we  get  Florida 
now  or  some  five  or  ten  years  hence,  is  of  no  con- 
sequence, provided  no  other  Power  gets  it ;  and  if 
any  other  Power  should  attempt  to  take  it,  an  ex- 
isting act  of  Congress  authorizes  the  President  to 
prevent   it.     He  was  not  disposed   to   disparat'e 
Florida,  but  its  intrinsic  value  was  incomparably 
less  than  that  of  Texas.     Almost  its  sole  value 
was  military.    The  possession  of  it  would  undoubt- 
edly  communicate   some   additional    security   to 
Louisiana  and  to  the  American  commerce  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico.    But  it  was  not  very  essential  to 
have  it  for  protection  to  Georgia  and  Alabama. 
There  could  be  no  attack  upon  either  of  them,  by 
a  foreign  Power,  on  the  side  of  Florida.     It  now 
covered   those   States.     Annexed   to   the   United 
Slates,  and  we  should  have  to  extend  our  line  of 
defence  so  as  to  embrace  Florida.    Far  from  being, 
therefore,  a  source  of  immediate  profit,  it  would 
he.  the  occasion  of  considerable  immediate  expense. 
The  acquisition  of  it  was  certainly  a  fair  object  of 
our  policy  ;  and  ought  never  to  be  lost  sight  of    It 
was  even  a  laudable  ambition  in  any  Chief  Magis- 
trate to  endeavor  to  illustrate  the  epoch  of  his  ad- 
ministration by  such  an  acquisition.     It  was  less 
necessary,  however,  to  fill  the  measure  of  the  hon- 
ors of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  than  that  of 
any  other  man,  in  consetjuence  of  the  large  share 
which  he  had  in  obtaining  all  Louisiana.     But, 
whoever  may  deserve  the  renown  which  may  at- 
tend ine  incorporation  of  Florida  into  our  Confed- 
eracy, it  is  our  business,  as  the  representatives  of 
tiie  people,  who  are  to  pay  the  price  of  it,  to  take 
care,  as  far  as  we  constitutionally  can,  that  too 
niuch  is  not  given.     He  would  not  give  Texas  for 
Florida  in  a  naked  exchange.     We  were  bound 
by  the  treaty  to  give  not  merely  Texas,  but  five 
millions  of  dollars  also,  and  the  excess  beyond  that 
sum  of  all  our  claims  upon  Spain,  which  have 
been  variously  estimated  at  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
millions  of  dollars. 

The  public  is  not  generally  apprized  of  another 
large  consideration  which  passed  from  us  to  Spain, 
if  an  interpretation  which  he  had  heard  given  to 
the  treaty  were  just,  and  it  was  certainly  plausible. 
Subsequent  to  the  transfer,  but  before  the  delivery, 
of  Louisiana  from  Spain  to  France,  the  then  Got- 
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ernor  of  New  Orleans  (he  believed  his  name  was 
Gayoso)  made  a  number  of  concessions  upon  the 
payment  of  an  inconsiderable  pecuniary  consider- 
ation, amounting  to  Ix-twcen  nine  hundred  thou- 
sand and  a  million  oi  acres  of  land,  similar   to 


it  was  an  inevitable  result  of  ihe  principle  of  pop- 
ulation, that  the  whole  of  this  continent,  includmg 
Texas,  was  to  be  peopled  in  process  of  time.  The 
question  was,  by  whose  race  shall  it  be  peopled  t 
In  our  hands  it  will  be  peopled  by  freemen,  and 


,.  .  .  .  —  '  -"•"•"•  »"  I  »"  V.U1  tiaiiu->  11  wui  uu  i»tuiueu  DV  Ireemen  »nd 
those  recently  made  at  Madrid  to  the  royal  favor-  |  the  sons  of  freemen,  carrying  with  them  our'  Ian- 
ites.  This  land  is  situated  in  Feliciana,  and  be-  |  guage,  our  laws,  and  our  liberties  ;  establishing  on 
tween  the  Mississippi  and  the  Amite,  in  the  present  I  the  prairies  of  Texas  temples  dedicated  to  the  simnle 
State  of  Louisiana.     It  was  granted   to  persons    and  devout  modes  of  worship  of  God  incident  to 

[who  posses^d  the  very  best  information  of  the  1  our  religion,  and  temples  dedicated  to  that  freedom 
country,  and  is  no  doubt,  therelore,  the  choice  land.  '  which  we  adore  next  to  Him.  In  the  hands  of 
1  he  United  States  have  never  recogmsed,  but  have  ;  others,  it  may  become  the  habitation  of  despotism 
constantly  deiiied  the  validity  of  these  concessions.  ,  and  of  slaves,  subject  to  the  vile  dominion  of  the 
It  IS  contended  by  the  parties  concerned  that  they  '  inquisition   and   of  superstition.     He  knew  that 

.are  confirmed  by  the  late  treaty.  By  the  second  \  there  were  honest  and  enlightened  men  who  feared 
article  his  Catholic  Majesty  cedes  to  the  United  !  that  our  Confederacy  was  already  too  large  and 
btates,in  f u  1  nroperty  and  sovereignty,  all  the  :  that  there  was  danger  of  disruption  arising  out  of 
territories  which  belong  to  him,  situated  to  the  ,  the  want  of  reciprocal  coherence  between  its  sev- 

!ea*/«>a,t/  of  the  Mississippi,  known  by  the  name  of  '  cral  parts.  He  hope-d  and  believed  that  the  prin- 
Easto,^^i  » est  //urt^.  And  by  the  eighth  article  ,'  ciple  of  representation,  and  the  formation  of  Stotes, 
allthegrants  of  land  made  before  the  24th  of  Jan-  ,  would  preserve  us  an  united  people.     ButifTex^ 

)!.yj'y  /;'  7  \Sf^t°''''  ^^^J^'^^yj  °^  ^y  his  after  being  peopled  by  us,  and  grappling  with  us! 
lawful  arUJiontus,  shall  be  ratified  and  confirmed,  ,  should,  at  some  distant  day,  break  ofl^she  will 
<fcc.  Now,  the  grants  in  question,  having  been  '  carry  along  with  her  a  noble  crew,  consisting  of 
made  long  prior  to  that  day,  are  supposed  to  be  \  our  children's  children.  The  difference  betw^n 
confirmed  He  understood,  from  a  person  interest-  '.  those  who  might  be  disinclined  to  its  annexation 
ed,  that  Don  Onis  had  assured  him  it  was  his  in-  !  to  our  Confederacy,  and  him,  was,  that  their  svs- 
tention  to  confirm  them.     Whether  the  American    tem  began  where  his  might,  possibly,  in  some  dis- 


_negotiator  had  the  same  intention  or  not,  he 
(Mr.  C.)  did  not  know.  It  will  not  be  pretended 
that  the  letter  of  Mr.  Adams,  of  the  12th  of  March, 
1818,  in  which  he  declines  to  treat  any  further 
Svith  resnect  to  any  part  of  the  territory  included 


tant  future  day,  terminate  ;  and  that  theirs  began 
with  a  foreign  race,  aliens  to  every  thing  that  we 
hold  dear,  and  his  ended  with  a  race  partaking  of 
all  our  qualities. 

The  last  projwsition  which  the  second  resolution 


•»»  •  »-----.  -"7  I-"- •  V,.  w.v  v^.tmwij  iu«.iuucu  1  "t  ittsi  projKjhiiion  wnicn  me  second  resolution 
within  the  limits  ot  the  Slate  of  Louisiana,  can  I  affirms,  is,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  renew  the  treaty, 
control  the  operation  of  the  subsequent  treaty.  ,  If  Spain  had  promptly  ratified  it,  bad  as  it  is,  he 
1  hat  treaty  must  be  interpreted  by  what  is  in  it,  ,  would  have  acquiesced  in  it.  After  the  protracted 
and  not  by  what  is  out  of  it.  The  overtures  which  !  negotiation  which  it  terminattd  ;  after  the  irritat- 
j»ssed  between  the  parties  respectively,  prior  to  \  ing  and  exasperating  correspondence  which  pre- 
the  conclusion  ot  the  treaty,  can  neither  restrict  !  ceded  it,  he  would  have  taken  the  treaty  as  a  man 
nor  enlarge  its  meaning.  Moreover,  when  Mr.  I  who  has  passed  a  long  and  restless  night,  turning 
Madison  occupie<l  in  1811,  the  country  between  .  and  tos.ing  in  his  bed,  snatches  at  day  an  hour's 
the  Mississippi  and  the  Perdido,  he  declared  that,  j  disturbed  repose.     But  she  would  not   ratify  if 


in  our  hands,  it  should  be,  as  it  has  been,  subject 
lo  negotiation. 

It  results,  then,  that  we  have  given  for  Florida, 
charged  and  incumbered  as  it  is — 

1st.  Unincumbered  Texas ; 

2d.  Five  millions  of  dollars  ; 
■    3d.  A  surrender  of  all  our  claims  upon  Spain, 
not  included  in  that  five  millions ;  and, 


he  would  not  consent  to  be  bound  by  it,  and  she 
has  liberated  us  from  it.  Is  it  wise  to  renew  the 
negotiation,  if  it  is  to  be  recommenced  by  announ- 
cing to  her  at  once  our  ultimatum  ?  Shall  we  not 
give  her  the  vantage  ground  ?  In  early  life  he 
had  sometimes  indulged  in  a  species  of  amusement, 
which  years  and  experience  had  determined  him 
to  renounce,  which,  if  the  Committee  would  allow 


4tn.  It  the  interpretation  of  the  treaty  which  he  !  him  to  use  it,  furnished  him  with  a  figure— ShaU 
nad  stated  were  well  founded,  about  a  million  of  •  we  enter  on  the  game,  with  our  hand  exposed  to 
acres  ot  the  best  unseated  land  in  the  State  of  the  adversary,  whilst  he  shuffles  the  cards  to  ac- 
L.ouisiana,  worth  perhaps  ten  millions  of  doUars.    ,  quire  more  strength  ?     What  has  lost  us  his  ratifi- 

1  he  hrst  proposition  contained  in  the  second  ,  cation  of  the  treaty  ?    Incontestably  our  impor- 
i^solution  was  thus,  Mr.  C.  thought,  fully  sustained.  '  •  "  ^  -    .      -  *~ 

The  next  was,  that  it  was  inexpedient  to  cede 
Texas  to  any  foreign  Power.  Mr.  C.  said  he  was 
opposed  to  the  transfer  of  any  part  of  the  territories 


tunity  to  procure  the  ratification,  and  the  hopes 
which  that  opportunity  inspired,  that  he  could  yet 
obtain  more  from  us.  Let  us  undeceive  him.  Let 
us  proclaim  the  acknowledged  truth,  that  the  treaty 


j.r  -   ----; "•  — /  F"i«.ui  luc  iciiiiurirs    us  proclaim  me acKnowiedgeu  irum,  luai me 

01  the  United  States  toany  foreign  Power.  They  \  is  prejudicial  to  the  interestsof  this  country.  Are 
constituted,  in  his  opinion,  a  sacred  inheritance  of  I  we  not  told,  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  the  bold 
Dosterity,  which  we  ought  to  preserve  unimpaired.  I  and  confident  Assertion,  that  Don  Onis  was  author- 
He  wished  It  was,  if  It  were  not  a  fundamental  '  ized  to  grant  us  much  more,  and  that  Spain  dare 
and  mviolable  law  of  the  land,  that  they  should  |  not  deny  his  instructions  ?  That  the  line  of  de- 
be  inalienable  to  any  toreign  Power.  It  was  quite  marcation  is  far  within  his  limits  ?  If  she  would 
evident  that  It  was  m  the  order  of  Providence;  that  I  have  then  granted  us  more,  is  her  position  now 
16th  Con.  1st  Ses8 55 
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more  favorable  to  her  in  the  negotiation  ?  In  our 
relations  to  foreign  Powers,  it  niay  be  sometimes 
politic  to  sacrifice  a  portion  of  our  rights  to  secure 
the  residue.  But  is  Spain  such  a  Power  as  that  it 
becomes  us  to  sacrifice  those  rights  ?  fs  she  en- 
titled to  it  by  her  justice,  by  her  observance  of 
good  faith,  or  by  her  possible  annoyance  of  us  in 
the  event  of  war  7  She  will  seek,  iis  she  has  sought, 
procrastination  in  the  negotiation,  taking  the  treaty 
as  the  basis.  She  will  dare  to  offend  us,  as  she 
has  insulted  us,  by  asking  the  disgraceful  stipula- 
tion that  we  shall  not  recognise  the  patriots.  Let 
us  put  aside  the  treaty  ;  tell  her  to  grant  us  our 
rights,  to  their  uttermost  extent.  And  if  she  still 
palters,  let  us  assert  those  rights  by  whatever 
measures  it  is  for  the  interest  of  our  country  to 
adopt. 

If  the  treaty  were  abandoned  ;  if  it  were  not  on 
the  contrary  signified,  too  distinctly,  that  there 
was  to  be  a  continued  and  unremitting  endeavor 
to  obtain  its  revival,  he  would  not  think  it  advisa- 
ble for  this  House  to  interpose.  But,  with  all  the 
information  in  our  possession,  and  holding  the 
opinions  which  he  entertained,  he  thought  it  the 
bounden  duty  of  the  House  to  adopt  the  resolu- 
tions. He  had  acquitted  himself  of  what  he  deemed 
a  solemn  duty,  in  bringing  up  the  subject.  Others 
would  discharge  theirs  according  to  their  own 
sense  of  them. 

Mr.  Lowndes  followed  Mr.  Clay  in  the  debate. 
Before  entering  into  a  discussion  of  the  merits  of 
the  propositions  submitted  by  the  Speaker,  he  said, 
it  appeared  to  him  there  was  a  previous  question 
to  be  settled,  the  determination  of  which  might 
preclude  a  decision  of  the  main  question  on  its 
merits.  That  question  was,  whettier  the  attempt, 
on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  take  the  conduct  of 
negotiations  with  foreign  Powers  into  its  hands 
would  not  be  greatly  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of 
the  country  ?  It  was  worthy  of  inquiry,  also, 
whether  it  was  consistent  with  prudence,  or  with 
wisdom,  to  engage  in  the  discussion  of  propositions, 
the  adoption  of  which  would  have  that  eflfect .? 

Mr.  L.  said  he  wa^  far  from  con>idering  the  two 
resolutions  now  before  the  Committee  as  of  the 
same  character.  He  was  ready  to  admit  that  the 
consideration  of  the  quc^tion,  how  far  this  House 
has  a  right  to  interpose  in  respect  to  treaties — of 
this  theoretically  abstract  question — was  not  liable 
to  the  same  objection  as  the  discussion  of  the  sec- 
ond resolve;  but  he  should  consider  the  consump- 
tion of  time  in  its  discussion  utterly  useless  and 
wasteful  at  this  moment. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  made  a  re- 
mark, in  relation  to  the  late  communication  of  the 
President  to  Congress,  which,  Mr.  L.  said,  ap- 
peared to  him  to  have  arisen  entirely  from  misap- 
prehension of  the  nature  of  that  communication. 
The  gentleman  considered  the  Mt'ssage  as  founded 
CD  the  wishes  of  those  foreign  Powers  who>e  views 
on  the  subject  our  Government  had  betn  apprized 
of.  The  best  attention  which  he  had  been  able  to 
bestow  on  the  subject,  Mr.  L.  said,  had  led  to  con- 
clusions totally  different  from  this.  The  papers 
accompanying  the  Message  were  such  as  ought  to 


Congress,  but  were  not  the  only  grounds  of  the 
Messag:e.     Could  any  man  read  the  Message  with- 
out seeing  that  the  ground  of  delay  recommended 
by  the  President,  is  the  probability,  of  which  evi- 
dence is  furnished  in  part  by  communications  from 
the  Ministers  of  foreign  Powers  directly  and  indi- 
rectly to  our  Government,  that  the  object  of  the 
United  States  may  be  accomplished  without  a  re- 
sort to  such  measures  as  has  been  recommended 
by  a  Committee  of  this  Hou.se  ?    It  would  be  an 
extravagance  of  independence  to  say,  not  only  that 
foreign  nations  should  not  interpose  in  a  contro- 
versy between  us  and  a  foreign  Power,  but  that 
they  should  not  even  be  allowed  to  furnish  us  with 
facts — with  that  information  without  which  there 
was  no  wisdom  in  the  conduct  of  foreign  negotia- 
tions.    Mr.  L.  quoted  the  Message  oi  the  Presi- 
dent, to  show  that  the  only  ground  on  which  a 
delay  of  coercive  measures  against  Spain  was  re- 
commended, was,  that  there  was  reason  to  believe 
that  the  object  of  the  United  States  might  be  at- 
tained without  resorting  to  them.    Was  it  at  all  ex- 
traordinary that  information  on  this  head  should 
be  obtained  from  foreign  Powers?     Was  it  at  all 
extraordinary  that  Spain  should  not  develope  her 
views  to  us,  who  are  the  adverse  party,  yet  should 
disclose  them  to  a  Power  which  is  not  a  principal 
in  the  controversy,  but  her  ally  and  a  mutual  friend? 
The  Executive  does  not  reiect  information  from 
any  quarter,  and,  least  of  all,  from  a  quarter  where 
it  is  most  to  be  relied  on.     With  regard  to  foreign 
interference,  he  should  repel,  with  as  much  in- 
dignation as  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  any 
attempt  to  intermeddle  in  our  internal  affairs.    Yet. 
every  man  who  would  reflect  on  the  condition  m 
which,  in  the  lapse  of  time,  the  United  States  may 
be  placed,  would  see,  that  there  might  be  cases  iii 
which,  with  all  our  repugnance  to  the  interposition 
of  foreign  nations,  we  may  be  induced,  as  to  col- 
lisions with  foreign  States,  to  consent  to  the  arbi- 
tration of  other  foreign  States,  not  interested  in  • 
the  controversy.     Thus,  such  a  provision  had  been 
made  in  regard  to  certain  cases  embraced  by  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent ;  and,  at  this  very  moment,  one 
of  the  questions  arising  between  us  and  Great  Brit- 
ain in  regard  to  that  treaty  had  been  referred  to  the 
arbitration  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia.     If,  as  in 
the  case  provided  for  by  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  the 
mediation  of  a  foreign  Power  may  be  accepted  with 
respect  to  questions  of  boundaries,  may  we  not  go 
so  far  as  to  say  that  there  may  be  cases  in  which 
we  shall  pay  considerable  deference  to  the  opinions 
of  a  disinterested  foreign  Power  where  territorial 
acquisitions  are  concerned  ? 

But,  Mr.  L.  said,  a  remark  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  apart  from  the  main  question  be- 
fore the  committee,  seemed  to  require  that  he 
should  ;  before  proceeding  further,  say  something 
of  the  condition  in  which  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relations,  of  which  he  was  one,  was  placed 
by  the  Message  from  the  President.  Whether  it 
was  owing  to  insensibility  or  not,  Mr.  L.  said  he 
did  not  feel  that  awkwardness  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  seemed  to  suppose  that  com- 
mittee must  feel.     When  the  committee  recom- 


nave  been  communicated  for  the  information  of  I  mended  the  immediate  occupation  of  Florida,  and 
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when  they  withdrew  that  recommendation,  they 
acted  on  ooth  occasions  from  the  same  motive. 
With  one  information  one  course  mi^ht  be  cor- 
rect,  whilst   with   other   information   a   different 
cour.se  would  be   proper.     Though   not   satisfied 
that  a  different  course  should  be  pursued  from  that 
recommended   by  the  committee,  yet,  a  different 
course  being  recommended  by  circumstances  sub- 
sequently disclosed,  indicating  the  feeling  of  the 
nation  and  the  sentiment  of  this  House,  would  a 
discussion  of  the  subject  have  been  deemed  by  any 
gentleman  advantageous  to   the  interests  o'f  the 
country?    Ought  the  Committee  to  have  urged  a 
decision  on    their   proposition,  when  no  possible 
advantage  could  have  resulted   from  it?    Must  it 
not,  on  the   contrary,   have  led   to  a  discussion 
which  would  be  as  injurious  as  he  would  show 
that  the  present  discussion  would  be,  should  he 
not  succeed  in  a  motion  which  he  should  make, 
as  indiscreet  as  the  gentleman  might  think  it.  to 
prevent  the  further  discussion  of  it. 

A  strong  objection,  even  to  a  discussion  of  the 
resolutions  of  the  Speaker,  was,  that,  in  relation 
to  both  of  them,  no  possible  benefit  could  arise 
from  the  discussion  of  them — nay,  that  a  discus- 
sion, in  such  a  manner  as  to  lead  to  a  just  decision 
of  them,  was  impracticable.  He  asked  any  gen- 
tleman to  .«^ay  whether  it  was  not  apparent  that 
the  (juesticms  involved  in  them  could  not  now  be 
freely  discussed?  Under  the  circumstances,  it 
certainly  was;  and,  said  he,  a  discussion  into 
which  we  enter  manacled,  we  ought  not  to  enter 
at  all. 

AVith  regard  to  the  treaty-making  power,  Mr. 
L.  said,  he  was  willing  to  admit,  that,  in  relation 
to  those  stipulations  which  apply  to  subjects  such 
as  are  among  the  enumerated  powers  of  Congress, 
the  sanction  ^of  the  Representative  body  to  "them 
was  necessary.  He  had,  however,  no  intention  to 
enter  into  this  general  argument.  If  discussed, 
said  he,  it  would  force  us  into  an  extent  of  dis- 
cussion for  which  the  limits  of  the  session  would 
be  too  narrow.  It  would  include  not  only  all  the 
discussions  of  1795  and  1816,  but  would  open  new 
grounds.  The  Speaker  himself,  he  presumed, 
would  not  be  disoosed  to  insist  that  this  House 
has  a  power,  in  relation  to  a  treaty  stipulating  for 
a  cession  of  territory,  which  it  has  not  in  relation 
to  a  stipulation  for  the  payment  of  money.  If 
there  be  a  power  peculiarly  ours,  said  Mr.  L.,  it  is 
the  power  over  the  purse  of  the  nation.  If  it  be 
contended  that  neither  can  territory  be  ceded,  nor 
money  paid,  without  the  consent  of  this  House, 
there  is  a  question  beyond  that  again ;  will  you 


Gentlemen  conversant  with  the  history  of  the 

proceedings-of  Congress,  might  recollect  the  ground 
taken  by  the  gentleman  w-ho  is  now  our  distin- 
guished Minister  in  France;  that,  in  addition  to 
those  powers  purely  Executive,  which  did  not 
come  in  conflict  with  the  powers  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  Mr.  Gallatin  admitted,  in  the 
great  debate  of  1795,  there  was  another  and  a  re- 


sulting power  which   did 


belong 


to   th( 


treaty- 


maintain  that  a  claim,  on  our  part,  for  money  or 
for  territory,  however  well  founded.  cannoPbe 
yielded?  Such  cases  were  peculiarly  a  subject 
for  treaty  stipulations.  The  very  treaty  of  which 
we  are  speaking  contains  a  renunciation  of  claims. 
In  case  of  a  claim  on  your  part,  not  recognised  by 
the  opposite  party,  your  rights  may  be  renounced, 
by  treaty,  for  an  equivalent,  &c.  Mr.  L.  said  he 
had  no  disposition  to  enter  at  large  or  systemati- 
cally into  the  question  respecting  the  treaty-making 
power;  but  the  observation  which  he  had  made 
connected  itself  with  another. 


making  authority.     That,  for  example,  to  a  stipu- 
lation  that  any  act  should  not  pass,  the  consent  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  was  not  necessary 
because  the  President  and  Senate,  being  branches 
of  Congress,  had  it  in  their  power  to  enforce  and 
fulfil  the  treaty,  by  withholding  their  assent  from 
any  such  act.     Apply  that  argument  to  the  case 
of  a  renunciation  of  a  claim  for  money  or  for  ter- 
ritory.    Not  bein^  in  the  possession  either  of  our 
Government  or  of  a  foreign  Power,  it  could  be  re- 
claimed or  renounced  only  by  negotiation  or  by 
war,  and  to  either  course  the  consent  of  the  nego- 
tiating power  was  neces.«!ary,  dec.     In  relation  to 
questions  of  boundary,   it  was  admitted   on   all 
hands  that  the  treaty-making  authority  was  com- 
petent to  their  adjustment;  its  competency  must 
be  equally  admitted  in  relation  to  all  unadjusted 
claims.     He  submitted  then  to  the  Committee, 
whether  there  could  be  any  case  of  an  adjustment 
of  a  claim  to  boundary,  which  did  not  include  a 
cession  of  supposed  right  to  territory  by  one  or  the 
other  party.     You  may  establish  points ;  you  may 
say  there  a  colony  was  planted — here  a  man  was 
shipwrecked ;  you  may  assert  that  these  points  in- 
clude the  territory  to  which  you  have  a  right ;  but 
the  lines  of  your  boundary  must,  after  all,  be  ad- 
justed by  negotiation — by  reciprocal  agreement. 
Mr.  L.  said  he  should  be  sorry  if  it  should  be  in- 
ferred, from  what  he  had   said,  that  he  was  of 
opinion  that  the  ground  assumed  in  the  resolution 
was  decidedly  erroneous.     That  it  a.sserted  a  power 
much  greater  than  had  heretofore  been  claimed 
for  the  House  of  Representatives,  he  was  confi- 
dent; but  he  did  not  mean  to  say  that  he  had 
formed  a  decided  opinion  different  from  that  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  on  this  point.    He 
had  thought  of  it  but  for  a  day  or  two.    It  was, 
however,  a  question  into  whicn  he  thought  the 
House  ought  not  wantonly  and  uselessly  to  enter, 
especially  as  it  had  now  no  superfluous  time  on  its 
hands. 

[Here,  the  hour  being  late,  Mr.  Lowndes  com- 
plied with  the  wish  of  a  gentleman  near  him,  and 
gave  way  for  an  adjournment.  The  next  day  he 
resumed  his  remarks.] 

Mr.  L.  did  not,  he  repeated,  intend  to  express 
any  opinion  affirmatively  or  negatively  on  the 
proposition  contained  in  the  first  of  theaoove  res- 
olutions. But,  he  said,  it  touched  a  subject  so 
complicated  and  difficult  as  to  make  it  necessary, 
if  acted  on  at  all,  that  it  should  occupy  a  much 
greater  portion  of  time  in  the  discussion  than 
could  be  spared  at  this  period  of  the  session  for 
the  discussion  of  an  abstract  proposition.  There 
must  be  many  gentlemen  on  this  floor  who  recol- 
lected the  length  and  arduous  nature  of  the  dis- 
cussion of  1795  on  this  subject.    There  were  none 


1735 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1 


H.  OP  R. 


1736 


The  Spanish  Treaty. 


April,  1820. 


who  could  not  see  that  the  resolution  of  the 
Speaker  embraced  a  largor  object  than  was  em- 
braced by  that  of  1795.  The  conclusion  must  be, 
that,  if  decided  at  all  by  this  House,  it  would  be 
after  a  long  discussion.  But,  suppose  the  resolu- 
tion went  ne  further  than  that  of  1795 — however 
strong  might  be  the  opinion  of  a  majority  in  favor 
of  the  resolution  of  1795 — it  could  not  be  expect- 
ed but  there  would  be  some  debate  on  such  a  pro- 
position. The  smaller  the  minority,  the  stronger 
the  reason  why  their  arguments  should  be  heard, 
and^  laid  before  the  public.  The  resolution  of 
1795  remains  on  the  Journals,  and  there  could  be 
no  reason  assigned,  even  did  this  resolution  go  no 
further  than  that,  for  reaffirming  it.  But  thi's  res- 
olution goes  much  further  than  that  of  1795,  or 
than  the  doctrines  advanced  by  any  who  took  part 
in  that  discussion.  It  was  not  then,  as  far  as  Mr. 
L.  knew,  contended  by  any  one,  that  in  relation 
to  territory  claimed  by  us,  but  not  in  our  possession, 
a  treaty  for  the  adjustment  of  the  title  would  re- 
quire the  sanction  of  this  House.  Would  it  be 
prudent,  said  he,  by  anticipation,  when  we  know 
not  of  any  circumstances  which  make  the  decis- 
ion of  this  question  necessary,  to  undertake  to  de- 
cide it  ?  Is  there  any  member  of  this  Committee 
who  supposes  that  the  effect  of  a  decision  in  favor 
ot  this  propobition  Avill  be  to  preclude  a  discus- 
sion and  decision  of  the  question  hereafter,  should 
the  treaty  be  eventually  ratified  ?  Mr.  L.  pre- 
suined  not.  Indeed,  he  said,  were  this  proposition 
to  be  discussed  now  for  a  week,  it  would  only 
serve  to  prepare  the  ground  for  another  di..cussion 
hereafter. 

Whilst,  however,  he  had  no  other  objection  to 
the   discussion  of  the   first  resolution,    but  what 
arose  from  a  regard  to  the  economy  of  time,  he 
had  much  strunijer  objections  to  the  consideration 
and  decision  of  the  second.     He  did  not  under- 
stand how  any  decision,  or  even  free  discussion  of 
that  question,  could  take  place  without  endanger- 
ing the  important  interests  of  the  country.     This 
he  was  sure  the  Speaker  would  do  as  unwillingly 
as  any  man.     But,  said  he,  pending  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treatv  by  Spain,  are  we  to  enter  into 
the  question  of  our  title  to  the  territory  as  far  as 
the  Rio  del  Xorte  ?     Would  it   be  prudent  to  do 
so  {    Certainly  not.     Yet,  if  there  was  an  unre- 
served  discus.sion,  that  must  bo  the  preliminary 
step.     Do  you  attach  any  consequence  to  a  reso- 
lution ol  this  kind  ?     Do  you  expect  it  to  have 
an  mfluence  at  home,  and  to  be  respected  abroad  ; 
and  do  you  not  begin  by  a  laborious  and  careful 
examination  of  your  ri^ht  to  the  territory  in  ques 


tion  !  Will  you  come  to  a  formal  and  solemn 
annunciation  that  you  are  fully  entitled  to  all  this 
territory,  without  deliberately  and  temperately 
examining  the  grounds  on  which  that  right  rests  ? 
If  you  determine  that  vou  will  write  instructions 
to  our  negotiators;  that  we  .shall  on  this  floor 
prescribe  what  the  conditions  of  a  treaty  for  a 
settlement  of  limits  shall  be,  it  becomes  necessary 
that  the  title  of  the  respective  parties  shall  be 
lully  investigated.  Our  open  doors  show  that  this 
1^  not  the  place  to  discuss  what  we  will  ask  in  a 
negotiation  with  a  foreign  Power,  and  what  we 


will  be  content  to  receive.  It  would  be,  to  use  the 
Speaker's  figure,  to  display  our  open  hand  to  our 
adversary,  his  being  concealed,  as  ours  ought  to  be. 
It  had  been  doubted,  Mr.  L.  said,  whether  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  has  a  right  to 
join  in  instructions  given  to  our  diplomatic  agents 
with  regard  to  the  terms  of  a  treaty.  From  con- 
venience, at  least,  this  power,  given  to  the  Senate 
almost  by  the  terms  of  the  Constitution,  had  not, 
under  the  practical  construction  of  that  instru- 
ment, been  latterly  exercised  by  the  Senate,  but 
the  Executive  had  been  entirely  charged  with  that 
duty  and  that  responsibility. 

Mr.  L.  enla'-ged  upon  the  inconvenience  of  a 
public  discussion  here  of  what,  in  an  amicable 
negotiation,  we  mean  to  insist  on,  and  what  we 
mean  to  ^ive  up.  He  had  no  objection  to  saying, 
for  himself,  what  he  would  do  on  that  head.  But, 
he  said,  if  a  discussion  was  to  take  place  on  the 
formal  proposition  contained  in  this  resolution,  un- 
less the  discussion  was  to  be  utterly  unmeaning,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  examine  as  well  the  valid- 
ity of  titles  as  the  relative  value  of  territory,  &c. 
It  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  assign  reasons  why 
an  inquiry  into  the  validity  of  title  would  be  in- 
jurious. They  were  sufficiently  obvious.  With 
regard  to  the  value  of  the  territory  in  question,  if 
the  meml>ers  were  fully  informed  on  the  subject, 
it  would  yet  be  needless  to  discuss  it.  But,  he 
said,  he  believed  the  requisite  information  was 
not  at  hand.  For  his  part,  although  he  had  paid 
considerable  attention  to  this  subject,  and  gathered 
information  from  all  sources  accessible  to  him,  he 
had  never  heard,  respecting  the  value  of  the  prov- 
ince of  Texas,  any  estimate  of  its  seaport  in  any 
degree  corresponding  with  that  given  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Kentucky. 

If  the  House  was  called  on  to  vote  on  this  reso- 
lution, it  was  alK)ve  all  desirable  that  they  should 
understand  it.     Mr.  L.  said  he  thought  he  under- 
stood it.     Its  meaning  clearly   was,  that  it  was 
inexpedient  to  cede  any  part  of  the  territory  which 
we  have  west  of  the  Sabine.     Suppose  our  claim 
to  that  territory  to  be  undoubted,  said  he,  are  we 
prepared  to  say,  however  worthless  it  may  be,  how- 
ever great  the  equivalent  for  it,  that  we  will  give 
up  no  part  of  it  for  any  territory,  however  essen- 
tial or  important  to  us?     Now,  for  myself,  I  am 
not  ready  to  say,  that  I  am  not  willing  to  give  up 
any  thing  west  of  the  Sabine  for  any  considera- 
tion whatever.     If  there  be  any  territory  of  doubt- 
ful value,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  there  is 
in  the  rest  of  the  world  nothing  of  so  much  valiie 
that  I  miirht  not  be  induced  to  exchange  the  one 
for  the  other. 

yi$.  L.  therefore  was  opposed  to  engaging  in 
this  discussion,  and  k-cause  he  considered  the 
second  resolve  to  embrace  an  object  adverse  to  the 
interests  of  the  country,  as  well  as  contrary  to  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution.  That  this  House,  ac- 
cording to  the  view  of  the  Speaker,  might  have 
some  power  in  regard  to  treaties  for  the  cession  or 
acquisition  of  territory,  he  did  not  now  mean  to 
deny.  But,  whatever  that  power  was,  he  thought 
that  a  just  view  ofthe  principles  of  the  Constitution 
would  necessarily  require  that  it  should  be  a  re- 
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straining,  and  not  a  directing  power.  If,  in  pro- 
gress of  time,  this  House  should  adopt  the  practice 
of  giving  instruction  to  our  Ministers,  or,  what  is 
the  same  thing,  of  determining  beforehand,  as 
now  proposed,  what  should  be  yielded  and  what 
retained,  the  effect  would  be  to  divide  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  different  departments  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  destroy  altogether  that  of  the  treaty- 
making  power.  That  there  was  in  this  House  a 
corrective  power,  to  restrain  the  treaty-making 
power  in  a  course  not  believed  to  be  beneficial  to 
the  interests  of  the  country,  he  was  ready  to  ad- 
mit; but,  whilst  he  admitted  this,  it  was  a  power 
which,  he  said,  ought  to  be  exercised  with  great 
discretion.  Otherwise,  instead  of  restraining  the 
Executive  power,  the  effect  would  be,  to  increase 
its  power  by  diminishing  its  responsibility.  As  a 
common  rule  of  action,  therefore,  he  was  in  favor 
of  leaving  the  powers  of  the  Government  where 
the  Constitution  had  placed  them. 

If  any  case  could  arise  in  which  the  Executive 
Would  pursue  a  policy  so  repugnant  to  the  true 
interests  of  the  country  as  to  justify  the  interposi- 
tion of  this  House,  Mr.  L.  said,  it  would  be  one 
the  very  reverse  of  that  now  under  conjideration. 
It  would  hardly  ever  happen  that  an  Executive 
would  be  averse  to  enlarging  the  boundaries  of  the 
nation,  or  be  Accused  of  a  desire  to  restrict  them  to 
too  narrow  a  limit.  In  the  Executive  branch  of 
every  Government,  the  disposition  is  naturally 
favorable  to  the  extension  of  territory  and  the  en- 
largement of  its  power.  He  thought  that  we  may 
safely  intrust  to  the  Executive  of  this  Government 
the  charge  of  supporting  the  rights  of  the  country, 
and  extending  its  territorial  limits  as  far  as  justice 
and  sound  policy  will  allow. 

Mr.  L.  made  some  remarks  to  show  that  no  ad- 
vantage could  result  from  the  adoption  of  this  re- 
solve. If,  indeed,  it  was  proposed  to  employ  force 
to  support  it,  there  might  be  some  ground.  Other- 
wise, he  contended,  to  pass  them  would  not  only 
be  useless,  but  injurious. 

_  But,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  would  refrain  from  enter- 
ing into  the  general  questions  of  policy  growing 
out  of  this  resolution ;  but,  in  relation  to  the  prov- 
ince of  Texas,  he  would  say  that,  if  Florida  were 
not  necessary  to  us,  and  therefore  a  desirable  ac- 
quisition, in  exchange  for  any  claim  we  may  be 
supposed  to  have  to  Texas,  he  should  not  think  it 
important  to  occupy  Texas  at  this  time.  If  we 
have  a  just  claim  to  that  province,  the  treaty  be- 
ing rejected,  it  will  be  at  any  time  in  our  power 
to  enforce  it.  Lying  between  us  and  Mexico,  its 
destiny  must  always  essentially  depend  on,  as  it  is 
connected  with,  American  interests.  Whatever 
claim  we  have  to  Texas,  it  is  a  claim  which  we 
are  aWe  to  support  and  enforce.  This  is  an  opin- 
ion, said  Mr.  L.,  which  the  Speaker  applies  to 
Florida  and  I  to  Texas. 

Mr.  L.  asked  the  members  of  the  Committee  to 
cast  their  eye  a  little  forward,  and  see,  if  the  con- 
nexion between  Mexico  and  Spain  should  be  dis- 
solved, what  motive  could  Spain  have  for  desiring 
to  retain  the  possession  of  the  province  of  Texas. 
What  has  been  her  object  in  ceding  Florida  ? 
To  get  in  exchange  a  boundary,  well-defined,  be- 


tween Mexico  and  the  United  States.    To  secure 
herself  against  (what  she  believes,  and  what  Mr.  L. 
leared  all  the   Powers  of  Europe  believed)  our 
ambition,  she  was  willing  to  cede  Florida.     But 
suppose  the  connexion  between  Spain  and  Mexico 
j  to  be  dissolved ;  suppose  all  hope,  on  her  part  of 
I  her  resuming  the  control  of  that  country  was  de- 
stroyed ;  what  motive  could  she  have  for  ceding 
Florida  ?    Mr.  L.  said  he  had  not  adverted  to  this 
contingency  with  a  single  view  to  her  relinquish- 
ment of  Florida  to  us.  but  with  a  view  also  to  the 
preponderance  which  a  reduction  to  a  single  island 
of  the  colonial  possessions  of  Spain  would  give  to 
another  Power ;  when  Spain  would  no  longer  be 
mistress  of  her  own  actions,  but  the  agent  to  serve 
the  interests  of  another  Power.     And,  if  we  relin- 
quished now  the  acquisition  of  Florida  in  order 
to   gain    Texas,   that,  in    the   contingency  just 
adverted  to,  when    Florida  was  overflowed   by 
Royalists,  and  the  value  of  Cuba  increased,  what 
possible  motive  could  Spain  have,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, for  the  cession  of  Florida  to  us  ?     We 
must  obtain  it  then  by  force,  or  not  at  all.    But 
it  would  always  be  as  easy  a  matter  as  it  may 
be  now  to  obtain  Florida   by  force.     It  would 
be  more  easy,  he  said,  to  obtain  Canada  by  force, 
than  it  would  be  to  obtain  Florida  by  force,  if 
the  Power  to  whom  it  belonged  was  determined 
to  hold  it.     It  would  be  an  error  fatal  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  country,  to  refuse  to  receive  Flor- 
ida into  our  possession  whilst  we  can.     Mr.  L.  did 
not  say  that  it  was  so  important  an  acquisition 
that  it  ought  not  for  any  consideration  to  be  post- 
poned for  a  day ;  but,  that  a  combination  of^cir- 
cumstances  make  that  practical  now  which  may 
not  be  a  year  or  two  hence,  he  thought  was  very 
clear. 

Mr.  L.  concluded  by  saying,  that  he  had  had 
no  intention  of  entering  into  the  general  discus- 
sion of  these  resolves.  He  meant  only  to  show 
that  they  could  not  be  discussed  without  giving  so 
much  time  to  the  subject  as  could  not  be  afforded 
at  this  time ;  and  that  the  discussion  would  more- 
over be  prejudicial  to  the  public  interests.  Under 
these  circumstances,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  move 
to  lay  the  resolutions  on  the  table. 


Tuesday,  April  4. 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland^  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  yesterday  re- 
committed with  instructions  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
persons  who  have  paid  duties  on  goods  imported 
into  Castine,"  reported  the  said  bill  with  amend- 
rnents ;  which  were  read,  and,  together  with  the 
bill,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

OHIO  CANAL. 

Mr.  Anderson  said,  he  knew,  from  the  estab- 
lished forms  of  the  House,  requiring  that  every 
proposition  to  appropriate  money  should  be  dis- 
cussed in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  that  he  could 
not  now  ask  a  vote  on  the  resolution  which  he 
was  about  to  offer;  a  resolution  proposing  an  ap- 
propriation of  money  in  aid  of  a  canal  to  be  cut 
around  the  falls  of  the  river  Ohio,  at  LouisrillCi 
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To  those  who  were  at  all  acquainted  with  the 
Western  country,  it  was  known  that  the  Ohio  was 
the  great,  and,  indeed,  the  only  channel  which 
gives  an  outlet  to  the  vast  productions  of  one  of 
the  most  extensive,  and  certainly  the  most  fertile 
regions  of  our  country.  The  extent  of  the  country 
which  depended  on  the  floods  of  this  river  for  the 
passage  of  its  produce  to  the  ocean,  was  equal  to 
one-third  of  the  United  States.  Illinois,  Indiana, 
and  Ohio,  lie  on  the  northern,  and  Kentucky  and 
Virginia  on  the  southern  side,  while  Pennsylvania 
and  New  York  embrace  its  head.  The  produc- 
tions of  this  country  are  all  of  the  bulky  kind  ; 
precisely  of  that  character  which  gives  to  the  open 
navigation  of  the  river  its  greatest  possible  import- 
ance. Gentlemen  who  reside  on  the  eastern  side 
of  the  mountains,  where  the  utmost  length  of  any 
of  the  rivers  does  not  exceed  three  or  four  hundred 
,  miles,  cannot  at  first  fully  appreciate  the  import- 
ance which  we  attach  to  this  river,  which  gives 
to  us  the  only  communication  we  can  have  to  the 
markets  of  the  world. 

In  contrasting  the  advantages  of  tbe  proposed 
canal  with  any  of  those  which  have  been  contem- 
plated in  the  Atlantic  States,  it  may  well  be  said 
that,  if  a  canal  is  to  receive  its  character  from  the 
extent  of  country  or  the  amount  of  population 
which  is  benefitted  by  its  construction,  that  there 
is  none  nor  ever  can  be  one  in  the  United  States, 
whic'.i  can  be  compared  to  this  in  national  useful- 
ness. A  single  fact  will  call  to  the  attention  of 
the  House  the  vast  region  whose  productions  pa>s 
to  thoir  market  on  the  bosomof  this  water.  From 
the  western  part  of  New  York,  plank,  shingles,  and 
scanllm^  of  every  kind,  come  down  not  only  to 
Louisville  every  year,  more  than  one  thousand 
miles  by  the  meanders  of  the  river,  but  go  to  New 
Orleans  one  thousand  miles  farther  in  ffrcat  nuan- 
tities.  * 

Mr.  A.  said  that  he  thought  the  present  occasion 
peculiarly  favorable  to  the  consideration  of  this 
subject.  We  were  at  peace,  and  if  the  indications 
which  are  given  are  to  be  realized,  we  are  likely 
to  be  m  peace.  But  the  fact  to  which  he  meant 
to  refer  was,  that  Kentucky,  one  of  the  Stales  inter- 
ested, had  appropriated  §100,000  to  the  object. 


great  na- 


Although,  considering  this  canal  as  a 
tional  improvement,  he  could  well  have  wished 
that  Congress  should  have  taken  to  itself  the  honor 
of  originating  the  appropriation,  still,  as  there  had 
existed  Constitutional  difficulties  on  the  subject, 
he  was  happy  now  to  bring  his  pro|K)sition  within 
the  letter  of  a  resolution  which  has  received  the 
assent  of  this  House.  The  House  of  Representa- 
tives has  decided  that  Congress  could  make  an  ap- 
propriation "in  aid  of  the  improvement  of  water 
courses."  Commissioners,  lately  appointed  by  four 
of  the  States  bordering  on  the  Ohio,  have  examined 
the  river,  and  have  unanimously  concurred  in  a 
report,  declaring  that  the  canal  should  be  cut  on 
the  southern  side. 

Mr.  A.  then  submitted  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  : 

Re*olvtd,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
tliousand  dollan.  be  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of 
«tock  in  the  Kentucky  Ohio  Canal  Company,  engaged 


for  the  purpose  of  cutting  a  canal  around  the  fall*  of 
the  Ohio  river  at  Louisville. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  a  motion  wa.s 
luade  that  it  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  provid- 
ing for  the  preservation  and  repair  of  the  Cumber- 
land road. 

Mr.  Hendricks  wished  to  propose  an  amend- 
ment, the  object  of  which  was,  to  include  in  the 
resolution  a  provision  (similar  to  that  now  em- 
braced in  it)  for  aiding  the  Jeffersonville  Ohio 
Canal  Company,  on  the  Indiana  side  of  the  river. 

But  the  motion  was  declared  to  be  at  that  time 
not  in  order. 

Mr.  Gross,  of  New  York,  moved  that  it  lie  on 
the  table  ;  which  was  rejected. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  commit,  as  above  stated,  and  passed  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

SETTLEMENT  OF  PRIVATE  CLAIMS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Fuller,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  claims  of  individuals  upon  the  United 
States  by  petition  of  right,  or  other  proper  process, 
in  the  district  or  circuit  courts,  or  in  some  tribunal 
to  be  established  for  that  purpose,  so  as  to  insure  a 
speedy  decision  of  such  claims  upon  the  principles 
of  justice  and  equity. 

Mr.  Fuller  said  that  he  deemed  it  his  duty  to 
explain  to  the  House  the  objects  he  had  in  view, 
in  oflering  this  resolution,  not  only  because  they 
might  not  be  sufficiently  obvious  on  the  face  of  it, 
but  because  he  had  understood  that  considerable 
misrepresentation  had  occurred  respecting  the  pur- 
poses of  a  resolution  introduced  by  him  in  the  early 
part  of  the  session,  [in  relation  to  the  Navy  Board.] 
The  accumulation  of  private  claims  had  become, 
he  said,  a  serious  obstacle  to  the  proper  considera- 
tion of  some  of  the  mo^t  important  national  mea- 
sures.    It   is   not   contemplated,  said   Mr.  F.,  to 
comprehend  among  the  claims  to  be  transferred  to 
the  courts  any  mere  applications  to  the  bounty  or 
discretion  of  Congress;  but  only  those,  where  the 
United  States  on  the  principles  of  law  or  equity  are 
properly  a  party ;  and  where  an  individual  in  like 
circumstances  might  be  made  a  defendant.     This 
line  of  distinction  would  include  at  least  two-thirds 
of  the  cases,  which  involve   intricate  principles, 
and  require  laborious  and  difficult  investigation. 
Most  of  these  are  at  present  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims;  and  it  is  but  justice  to  say,  sir, 
that  they  are  ably  and  patiently  examined  by  the 
Chairman  and  other  members  of  that  committee, 
as  it  is  now  organized.     But  it  is  a  most  interesting 
circumstance,  and  would  be  decisive  in  my  mind,  if 
noother  reason  existed  against  legislative  judgments 
on  subjects  capable  of  judicial  decision,  that  all 
trials  here  must  necessarily  be  ex  parte.    The  claim- 
ant appears,  produces  vouchers,  documents,  depo- 
sitions, and  sometimes  witnesses.    The  whole  mass 
of  testimony  has  been  previously  digested  and  mar- 
shalled, and  whatever  interferes  with  his  pretensions 
kept  carefully  out  of  si^ht.    It  would  require  the 
industry  and  expense  ol  an  interested  adversary  to 
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countervail  such  plausible  evidence.  The  great 
vigilance  and  sagacity  of  a  Congressional  com- 
mittee may  sometimes  detect  the  weakness  or  fraud 
of  the  claim ;  but  in  a  multitude  of  instances  the 
veil  is  impenetrable.  The  very  fact,  that  the  pro- 
ceedings are  ex  parte.,  creates  an  indiscriminate  sus- 
picion in  almost  all  cases,  and  must  frequently  lead 
Congress  to  a  rejection  of  the  most  equitable  claims ; 
while  others  more  specious,  but  which  could  not 
stand  the  test  of  cross  examination,  by  the  rules  of 
evidence  in  our  courts,  are  successful. 

Another  consequence  of  a  judicial  decision  would 
be,  that  it  would  be  final ;  whereas  the  same  claim- 
ants apply  to  Congress  anew  after  rejection,  and 
the  same  tedious  profess  of  hearing  and  deciding 
in  committee,  and  in  the  House,  must  be  repeated 
indefinitely.  Our  list  of  petitions  and  reports  will 
show  instances  of  such  applications  incessantly 
renewed  from  five  to  ten  and  even  twenty  years. 
The  case  of  Amey  Dardin's  horse  was  of  still  more 
venerable  age ;  Beaumarcnais'  claim  occupied  sev- 
eral days  ot  the  last  Congress,  and  we  have  the 
claim  of  Delafield,  and  the  heirs  of  Sands,  with 
long  reports,  now  on  our  files.  Of  the  two  last  I 
would  only  say  they  were  discussed  at  great  length 
and  with  much  ability  in  the  last  Congress,  and 
must  each  again  occupy  much  time.  Unless  they 
are  granted,  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  the 
parties  will  acquiesce  in  our  decision,  and  at  future 
sessions  we  must  travel  over  the  same  ground.  Not 
less  than  thirty  days  in  every  session  are  devoted 
to  questions  of  this  description,  which  might  be 
much  better  decided  in  a  court.  The  expense  of 
thirty  days'  session  of  Congress,  including  contin- 
gencies, cannot  be  less  than  sixty  thousand  dollars  ; 
a  sum  which  would  pay  the  amount  of  one-half 
the  claims.  And  this  jjreat  waste  of  time  and 
money,  so  far  from  establishing  any  principle  for 
future  Legislatures,  has  not  even  the  small  advan- 
tage of  precluding  a  new  investigation  of  the  same 
individual  case!  The  party  will  never  believe 
that  his  case  is  rightly  dtoided  till  his  petition  is 
granted,  and  we  have  no  rule,  and  have  probably 
no  Constitutional  rijjht  to  establish  one,  which 
may  close  the  avenue  to  reiterated  and  groundless 
applications.  Nor  ought  we  to  lose  sight  of  the 
enormous  inconvenience  and  expense  of  the  claim- 
ants themselves.  These  are  obliged  to  attend  per- 
sonally, from  the  presentation  of  their  petitions, 
till  a  uill  examination  and  report  can  be  made  by 
the  committees  to  whom  they  are  referred  ;  and  to 
answer  new  questions,  obviate  doubts  and  suspi- 
cions, and  to  urge  a  determination  by  Congress, 
they  are  in  fact  obliged  to  attend  through  the  ses- 
sion. Even  this  tedious  and  expensive  solicitation 
does  not  insure  a  hearing  at  the  first,  and  frequently 
not  even  at  the  second  session.  Perhaps,  in  some 
of  the  last  days,  when  business  is  crowding  our 
table,  some  of  these  claims,  accompanied  with  bills 
and  intricate  reports,  on  which  they  are  predicated, 
are  announced  as  the  order  of  the  day.  The  pa- 
pers are  read  by  the  Clerk  ;  an  explanation  is  made 
by  the  chairman,  who  reported  the  bill ;  a  doubt 
is  suggested  by  some  member,  and,  perhaps,  after 
discussion,  new  doubts  and  surmises  arise  at  every 
step,  and  the  bill  is  lost  or  permitted  to  sleep  on 


the  table.  Other  bills,  indeed,  have  a  more  fortu- 
nate issue  ;  they  pass  without  any  question  being 
made,  and,  consequently,  on  the  mere  faith  of  the 
committees,  without  being  at  all  understt>od  by  the 
members  generally.  Something  like  this  is  the 
invariable  course  of  such  a  system,  and  the  expe- 
rience of  the  honorable  members  of  this  House 
must  confirm  the  remark. 

I  have  often  considered  the  tendency  of  this  state 
of  things  to  impair  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
the  nation,  towards  the  popular  branch  of  the  Fed- 
eral Legislature,  as  being  one,  and  not  the  least,  of 
itsunfortunateconsequences.  Aconsiderable num- 
ber of  persons,  who  are  seeking  redress  at  our  hands, 
are  among  the  spectators  and  auditors  of  our  pro- 
ceedings. However  important  the  subject  under 
consideration,  involving,  not  unfrequently,  the 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  millions,  these  individuals 
are  impatient  and  querulous  a  tall  debate  and  delib- 
eration, which  must  tend  to  protract  or  postpone  a 
decision  of  their  particular  applications.  To  their 
view  all  such  obstacles  to  their  wishes  are  useless 
delay  or  empty  declamation.  They  have  ample 
leisure  on  their  hands  for  corresjjondence,  and  the 
newspapers  at  home  teem  with  injurious  reflections 
on  the  long  speeches  and  idle  debates  of  Congress. 
Though  such  remarks  are  not  entirely  groundless, 
they  are  very  unmerited,  when  of  general  applica- 
tion, and  cannot  fail  to  be  pernicious  in  their  effect 
upon  public  opinion. 

My  first  attention  to  this  subject,  Mr.  Speaker, 
had  led  me  to  suppose  that  the  object  contemplated 
by  this  resolution  would  be  best  effected  by  estab- 
lishing a  tribunal  with  powers  similar  to  the  Court 
of  Exchequer  in  England.  Upon  further  reflection, 
however,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  existing  courts 
may  take  jurisdiction  of  all  the  subjects  suitable 
for  their  cognizance,  without  materiaJly  increasing 
the  ma>s  of  their  business.  The  whole  number  of 
causes  presented  annually  to  Congress,  which 
would  be  comprehended  in  the  class  proposed, 
would  not  exceed  one  hundred.  More  than  twenty 
district  or  circuit  courts  would  make  the  distribu- 
tion of  thi>  business  trifling  for  each.  The  District 
Attorney  should  represent  the  United  States  ;  and 
the  provisions  of  law  may  be  such  as  to  require 
all  i*;sues  in  fact  to  be  tried  by  a  jury,  as  the  only 
safe  and  >alisfactory  mode  of  establishing  disputed 
facts.  At  the  same  time  the  courts  may  be  author- 
ized to  adopt  the  principles  of  equity  where  such 
principles  could  be  recognised  between  ordinary 
parties. 

not  aware,  sir,  said  Mr.  F.,  that  any  rea- 


objeclion  to  the  proposed  system  exists, 


I  am 

sonable 

where  the  United  States  are  defendants,  which 
does  not  equally  apply  when  they  are  plaintiffs  j 
and,  in  the  latter  case,  they  are  obliged,  like  indi- 
viduals, to  seek  their  remedy  in  the  courts  of  justice. 
The  dignity  of  sovereignty  is  no  more  disparaged 
in  one  case  than  in  the  other ;  and  surely  the  sov- 
ereignty of  the  National  Government  can  never 
appear  more  venerable  and  exalted  in  the  eyes  of  the 
people,  than  when  it  dispenses  with  the  invidious 
pageantry  of  empty  form,  to  facilitate  the  speedy 
and  effectual  distribution  of  justice  through  the 
community. 


li 
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THE  SPANISH  TREATY. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  resolutions  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Clav,  respecting  the  treaty-niakinfr 
power,  and  particularly  respecting  the  Treaty  with 
Spain,  yet  unratified  by  Spain. 

Mr.  LowNDE.s  concluded  his  remark>,  '^oinf^  to 
show  why  the  resolutions  should  not  be  acled^'on. 
His  remarks  are  given  entire  in  preceding  pa^es. 

When  Mr.  Lowndes  finished,  he  moved  to  lay 
the  first  resolve  on  the  table.  After  some  conver- 
sation, in  which  Mr.  Clay  suggested  that  the  best 
course  would  be  for  the  Committee  to  report  the 
resolves  to  the  House,  and  for  the  gentleman  then 
to  move  to  postpone  the  resolves,  or  lay  them  on 
the  table,  on  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  could 
be  recorded,  Mr.  L.  consented  to  waive  his  motion 
for  the  present. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Virginia,  said  that,  the  with- 
drawal of  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Lowndes)  having  removed 
the  obstacle  to  discussion  of  the  resolutions  under 
consideration,  he  would  proceed  to  submit  his 
views  of  them  to  the  Committee.  The  attention 
of  this  body,  Mr.  A.  olwerved,  was  a  species  of 
joint  stock  concern,  of  which  all  its  members  were 
equally  participant  in  interest.     He  now  appeared. 
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of  the  alienation  of  perhap.s  the  most  valuable 
portion  m  proportion  to  its  extent,  of  the  territory 
ot  the  Lnion,  was  surely  well  entitled  to  consid- 
eration Irom  Its  magnitude.  In  this  respect  it  was 
to  be  regarded  as  second  only  to  the  question 
which  had  been  connected  with  the  discussion  of 
the  Missouri  bill,  to  which  indeed  it  bore  a  stronjr 
character  of  affinity.  That  question  related  tS 
the  propriety  of  the  transfer  of  the  common  terri- 
I  ^nal  property  of  the  Union,  to  the  exclusive 
Denetit  ol  the  population  of  one  portion  of  it  The 
question  now  presented  involved  a  consideration 
ot  the  policy  (which  it  was  the  purpose  of  the 
resolutions  to  counteract)  of  the  transfer  of  the 
most  valuable  portion  of  this  common  property  to 
a  foreign  Power.     If  a  question  involving  a  con- 


tor  the  hrst  time,  to  assert  a  claim  to  any  share, 
and  he  did  not  doubt  that  the  claim  would  meet 
with  due  allowance  from  the  courtesy  of  the  Com- 
mittee, unless  indeed  the  fund  on  which  it  was 
addressed,  had  already  been  exhausted  by  the  drafts 
which  had  been  made  upon  it.  One  recommen- 
dation this  claim  would  have,  that  it  would  not 
bean  immoderate  one.  And  Mr.  A.  believed  that 
the  general  remark  in  reference  to  demands  upon 
the  public,  that  moderation  in  their  amount  formed 
no  unessential  condition  of  their  success,  had,  in 
no  instance,  stronger  application  than  in  relation 
to  demands  addresvsed  to  the  patience  of  this  as- 
sembly. 

Mr.  A.  adverted  to  the  place  which  this  subject 
of  relations  with  Spain  had  recently  occupied  in 
the  public  attention,  and  the  universal  expectation 
that  some  measure  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Con- 

Sess  would,  before  this  period  of  the  session,  have 
en  adopted.      The  measure  which,  after  long 
delay,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr 
Lowndes)  had  reported  from  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations,  had  been  recently  wrested  from 
the  consideration  of  the  House,  in  consequence  of 
the  suggestion  of  a  foreign  potentate,  who,  Mr.  A. 
believed,  was  pretty  much  in  the  habit  of  exertin^T 
an  operative  influence  in  the  affairs  of  other  States', 
with  the  same  disclaimer,  it  was  probable,  in  every 
instance,  of  an  intention  to  do  so,  which  had  been 
employed  m  relation  to  ourselves.     If  the  motion 
which  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had 
intimated  an  intention  to  renew,  should  prevail,  a 
fate  similar  to  that  which  had  attended  his  own 
proposition  would  be  reserved  for  the  propositions 
now  under  consideration.    Mr.  A.  confessed  that 
he  felt  surprise  at  the  intimation  of  rt^sort  to  such 
a  course,  both  on  account  of  the  importance  of 
the  subject  and  the  character  of  the  proceedin'r 
Itself— the  subject  involving,  as  it  did,  the  policy 


sideration  of  great,  momentous  character,  had  no 
claim  to  the  maturest  deliberation  of  the  Hou.se 
Mr.  A.  was  unaware  of  any  which  could  be  re- 
garded as  invested  witlj  such  a  claim.     The  effect 
too,  of^the  success  of  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  ought  not  fo  e>cape  observa- 
tion.    It  would  be  to  preclude  all  effective  expres- 
,  sion  of  the  public  sentiment  in  relation  to  the  pol- 
j  icy  of  the  ratification  of  the  Spanish  treaty.    The 
I  case  had  no  resemblance  to  that  of  an  ordinary 
postponement  of  a  subject,  the  consideration  of 
which  might,  at  a  succeeding  session  of  Congress 
be  resumed.     Every  person  knew  that,  before  the 
ensuing  session  of  Congress,  the  treaty  would  be 
ratified.     The  Government  of  Spain  could  have 
no  other  design  in  sending  the  Minister  who  was 
known  to  have  been  despatched   here.     And  the 
determination  which  would  operate  with  our  own 
Government  to  accept  the  ratification  (unless  this 
determination  should  be  arrested  by  the  expression 
of  public  sentiment  in  some  mode)  could  not  be  a 
subject  of  question.     The  prevalence  of  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  the  resolutions  on  the  table  would  then 
be  decisive  in  relation   to  the  important  interest 
conceived  to  be  involved  in  their  adoption.     By 
the  policy  of  avoiding  conflict,  the  fruits  of  com- 
plete victory  would  be  achieved. 

The  Speaker  had  treated  the  questions  presented 
by  the  resolutions  as  affording  scope  for  expatia- 
tion  to  a  considerable  extent  in  the  general  field  of 
Spanish  relations.     This  example,  alluring  as  the 
subject  was  from  the  variety  and  interest  of  the 
topics  It  involved,  Mr.  A.  said,  that,  not  having 
the  same  claims  with  the  Speaker,  on  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee,  he  should  forbear  to  fol- 
low, and  confine  himself  strictly  to  the  questions 
arising  on  the  resolutions.     These  were  of  suffi- 
cient dignity  and  extent,  indeed,  to  merit  a  distinct 
consideration.      The  question   presented    by   the 
first  resolution  was  that  which   had   heretofore 
given  occasion  to  considerable  discussion,  relative 
to  the  character  and  extent  of  the  treaty-making 
power  in  our  Government.     To  the  President  and 
Senate  was  given  the  power  "to  make  treaties." 
To  Congress  were  given  various  powers,  among 
others,  that   '-  to  dispose   of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States."    And  the  question  was,  whether 
the  general  jwwer  to  make  treaties,  confided  to 
the  President  and  Senate,  took  place  of  the  par- 
ticular grant  of  powers  to  Congress,  so  as  to  oper- 
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ate  conclusively  on  the  subjects  of  this  particular 
grant,  without  any  necessity  for  the  concurrence 
and  assent  of  Congress. 

In  contemplating  this  question,  the  attention 
could  not  fail,  Mr.  A.  said,  to  be  attracted  lo  the 
extravagance  of  the  pretensions  of  this  treaty- 
making  power.  In  point  of  extent,  the  power 
claimed  lo  cover  all  the  objects  which  fall  within 
the  scope  of  international  stipulation,  that  is  to 
say,  all  the  objects  of  national  interest,  which 
were  not  of  es.sential  municipal  character.  This 
was  the  claim  in  point  of  extent  of  jurisdiction. 
In  point  of  force  of  authority,  the  power  claimed 
the  exertion  not  only  of  a  su|)erseding,  but  a  man- 
datory influence,  over  the  legislative  department, 
the  direct  Kepresentatives  of  the  national  author- 
ity, in  relation  to  all  subjects  of  its  exercise,  whe- 
ther comprehended  or  not,  v/ithin  the  delegation 
of  jurisdiction  to  that  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  claim  was  not  only  to  exclude  Con- 
cress  from  all  participation  of  control  over  sub- 
jects specifically  submitted  to  its  control  by  the 
Constitution,  but  to  bind  it  to  an  undeliberating 
ministerial  execution  of  the  stipulations  of  tlie 
President  and  Senate,  in  relation  to  these  same 
subjects,  wherever  they  might  retjuire  the  inter- 
vention of  legislative  details,  and  a  resort  to  muni- 
cipal authority,  for  execution.  The  exertion  of 
the  power  of  the  President  and  Senate  was  said, 
by  committing  the  public  faith  for  its  stipulations, 
to  bind  the  other  departments  of  the  Government 
to  an  obligation  of  co-operation  in  the  objects  of 
those  stipulations.  Such  was  the  claim  of  this 
treaty-making  power  in  point  of  authority.  The 
first  remark,  Mr,  A.  said,  which  arose  upon  this 
statement  of  the  character  of  the  power,  related  to 
its  effect,  where  the  co-operation  of  legislative  and 
executive  authorities  were  admitted  to  be  required, 
to  confound  the  appropriate  functions  of  these  au- 
thorities. To  the  President  and  Senate  were  as- 
signed the  exclusive  faculty  of  exercising  deliber- 
ation ;  and  on  Congress  was  imposed  the  unquali- 
fied duty  of  conforming  to  and  effectuating,  with- 
out any  exercise  of  discretion,  the  results  of  that 
deliberation. 

Such  an  assignation  of  functions  would  present 
a  case  of  political  anomaly  which  was  not  predi- 
cate of  the  character  of  the  Constitution.  The 
entire  exc  usion  of  Congress  from  authority  over 
the  subjects  assigned  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
treaty-making  power,  would  involve  no  political 
inconsistency.  This  was  designed  in  relation  to 
all  but  a  particular  class  of  subjects.  But,  if  the 
operation  of  liie  legislative  power  were  admitted 
at  all,  it  could  only  be  admitted  in  its  proper  char- 
acter of  a  power  involving  essentially  the  exercise 
of  discretion.  The  recognition,  therefore,  of  the 
necessity  for  the  co-operation  of  the  authority  of 
Congress  in  the  execution  of  treaty  stipulations, 
was,  in  relation  to  all  the  subjects  to  which  it 
extended,  a  recognition  of  the  legislative,  as  a 
part  of,  and  a  check  upon,  the  treaty-making 
power. 

Mr.  A.  had  been  adverting  to  a  statement  of  the 
pretensions  of  this  treaty-making  power,  as  fur- 
nishing evidence  sufficient,  to  his  mind,  to  con- 


demn them.  If  other  evidence  were  wanted,  it 
would  be  found  in  the  discrepancy  which  the 
power  in  the  extension  claimed  for  it,  presented  to 
the  character  of  the  general  grant  of  power  con- 
tained in  the  Constitution,  and  of  the  more  im- 
portant {)articular  powers  which  made  up  the 
composition  of  that  grant.  It  was  to  be  expected 
of  every  political  system,  and  more  especially  of  a 
system  sprung  from  men  so  illustrious  for  wisdom 
as  the  framers  of  our  federal  form  of  polity,  that  it 
would  be  found  presenting  a  general  consistency 
of  structure  and  elements.  But  the  Constitution 
was  admitted  to  convey  but  a  limited  grant  of 
power.  All  its  more  important  component  pow- 
ers, the  power  over  the  purse,  over  the  sword,  the 
power  of  punishment,  were  limited  by  express  re- 
strictive or  qualifying  provisions.  The  admission 
of  the  treaty-making  power,  therefore,  in  the  abso- 
lute, unrestricted  character  it  assumed  to  wear, 
would  be  a  violation  of  the  whole  consistency  of 
the  Constitution.  ,< 

Mr.  A.  said  that  a  person  observing,  with  any 
degree  of  attention,  the  progress  of  our  Govern- 
ment, could  not  fail  to  be  struck  with  the  conflict 
between  many  of  the  principles  adopted  in  the 
construction  of  the  Constitution,  and  its  true  char- 
acter and  intendment.  The  framers  of  this  instru- 
ment had  expended  the  resources  of  an  incom- 
parable wisdom,  in  devising  limitations  on  the 
powers  which  it  conveyed,  and  in  the  contrivance 
of  adequate  safeguards  against  the  exercise  of 
other  powers.  In  the  illusion  of  a  generous  confi- 
dence, they  had  no  doubt  conceived  that  these 
safeguards  would  be  found  sufficient.  But,  in 
the  current  of  the  administration  of  a  constitu- 
tional government,  there  was  generated  a  reptile 
destructive  or  dangerous  to  the  dams  and  mounds 
which  were  instituted  to  restrain  it.  The  name  of 
this  reptile  was  co^mtruction.  Such  was  its  fecun- 
dity, that  it  was  impossible  to  extinguish  the  race. 
Such  was  its  subtlety  and  activity  of  nature,  that 
it  was  difficult  to  counteract  its  operations.  This 
reptile  had  been  at  work  in  the  mounds  of  our 
Constitution,  nor  was  it  a  little  to  be  feared  that 
the  breaches  had  already  been  effected  which  were 
destined,  in  future  time,  to  give  a  general  admis- 
sion to  discretionary  power. 

It  might  possibly  be  objected  to  what  had  been 
observed,  that  the  power  confided  to  the  President 
and  Senate,  was  a  power  to  make  or  conclude 
treaties,  and  that  the  construction  contended  for, 
would  convert  their  faculty  in  this  respect  into 
a  mere  function  of  initiating  treaties.  But  the  dis- 
tinction was,  that  the  power  which,  in  relation  to 
the  general  subject  of  treaty  stipulation  was  exclu- 
sive in  the  President  and  Senate,  in  relation  to  the 
particular  class  of  subjects  under  discussion — those 
confided  to  the  control  of  Congress — was  a  concur- 
rent power.  In  the  clause  of  the  Constitution, 
indeed,  creating  the  power  to  make  treaties,  there 
was  no  express  designation  of  limits  to  that  power. 
But,  as  exclusive  powers  were  no  less  efliectually 
defined  by  the  conterminous  relation  of  their  re- 
spective spheres  of  operation,  than  by  an  express 
designation  of  limits ;  so  concurrent  powers  were 
indicated  in  as  satisfactory  a  manner  by  separate 
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grants  of  the  same  subjects  of  jurisdiction  to  sev- 
eral powers,  as  they  could  be  by  a  grant  purport- 
ing in  its  terms  to  be  a  joint  one.     It  was  to  be 
recollected,   too,  that    no  consideration  affectin"- 
either  the  efficacy  of  the   treaty-making   powe'r 
withm  its  appropriate  sphere,  or  its  relation  to  the 
public  convenience,  required  that  it  should  be  ex- 
clusive over  all  the  subjects  of  its  operation.     In 
the  denial  of  any  particular   subject  or  class  of 
subjects  to  its  exclusive  jurisdiction,  the  efficacy 
of  the  power  would  sufter  no  impairment,  in  rela- 
tion to  others  which  were  conceded.     And,  as  re- 
spected public  convenience,  this  consideration,  ^o 
far  from  requiring  any  indefinite  extension  or  char- 
acter of  the  power,  demanded,  on  the  contrary,  that 
Its  disposing  control  should  be  guarded  in  relation 
to  subjects  of  public  interest  of  more  than  ordinary 
delicacy  or  magnitude,  by  the  check  of  the  neces- 
sary co-operation  of  some  department  of  concur- 
rent jurisdiction.    Nor,  admitting  this  observation 
to  be  just,  was  there  any  subject  of  public  interest 
characterized  by  a  more  indisputable  title  to  the  pe- 
culiar safeguard  in  question,  than  that  which  related 
to  the  disposal  of  the  territorial  property  of  the  nation 
1  he  power  of  the  President  and  Senate  to  alien- 
ate territory,  might,  j^erhaps,  be  inferred  as  a  con- 
sequence of  their  power  to  acquire  it.     Mr.  A.  ob- 
jected to  the  consequence  as  illogical,  and  protested 
against  the  mode  of  construing  the  powers  of  the 
Government  by  which  it  must  be  derived.     An 
incidental  power  would  have  to  be  derived  from 
an  incidental  power ;  and   this  first  incident,  the 
source  of  others,  was  itself  supposed  to  be  derived 
m  a  mode  still  more  unauthorized,  not  from  any 
specific  power,  but  as  as  result  of  the  general  col- 
lective  powers    and  sovereign   character   of  the 
(government.     In  such  a  mode  of  derivation  of 
power,  it  was  obvious  that  the  efficacy  of  speci- 
fication in  the  grant  of  it,  would  be  destroyed,  and 
a  political  constitution,  as  respected  any  purpose 
ot  limitation  on  the  exercise  of  power,  be  converted 
to  a  name.     It  was  inevitable,  indeed,  that  every 
political  constitution  should  admit  the  exercise  of 
implied  and  incidental  powers,  as  a  result  of  the 
compendious  simplicity  of  an  instrument  of  this 
character.     But  the  danger  of  abuse  and  injury 
irom  this  source  was  guarded,  if  not  obviated,  by 
a  mode  of  construction  (the  only  one  which  did 
not  outrage  a  constitution  of  enumerated  powers) 
which  required   that  the  power  made  the  source, 
as  well  as  that  which  was  made  the  subject  of 
derivation,  should   be  specific ;  and  that  the  rela- 
tion between  them  should  be  essential  and  imme- 
diate.    Principles  the  reverse  of  these  appeared 
however,  to  be  obtaining  an  ascendency      The' 
operation  of  the  mischief  was  to  be  seen;  indeed 
at  this  time,  only  in  its  commencement.    But  the 
end  of  this  thing,  Mr.  A.  said,  was  death.     The 
malady  might  now  present  only  an  eruptive  ap-  , 
pearance  on   the   surface,  but   it  would   be  found 
to  be  progressive  to  the  heart  of  the  Constitution  • 
would  communicate  eventually  to  the  system  the 
unnatural  activity  of  despotism ;  and  of  unnatural 
action,  if  not  arrested,  whether  in  bodies  political  ^ 
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Mr.  A.  could  not  abstain  from  remarking  (though 
the  remark  had  no  immediate  relevancy  to  the 
question)  on  the  unlimited  character  of  the  power 
ot  legislation,  which  was  assumed  in  our  Govern- 
ment, in  relation  tothenational  territories.  Author- 
ity was  arrogated  to  legislate  on  this  subject  at  dis- 
cretion, and  an  instanceof  the  fullest  indulgence  of 
it  had  occurred  at  the  present  .session  of  Congress,  (in 
the  measure  lor  the  interdiction  of  slavery  in  a  por- 
itionol   the  Territories.)     Take  this  power  of  dis- 
cretionary regulation,  in  connexion  with  the  ac- 
knowledged power  to  refuse  admission  of  a  Terri- 
1  tory  into  the  Union,  and  what  was  the  result?    A 
:  power  was   arrogated  to  regulate  discretionally 
.  and  a  power  conceded  to  retain  the  Territories  at 
I  pleasure  m  subjection   to  the  authority  invested 
j  with  this  power  of  discretionary  regulation.     Let 
I  the  extent  and  susceptibility  of  importance  of  the 
'  lerritories  be  considered,  and  what  was  the  spec- 
tacle which,  under  the  practical  operation  of  the 
doctrine  asserted,  our  Government  might  come  to 
present  1     The  spectacle  of  an  authority  strictly 
limited  within  its  appropriate  sphere  of  operation 
exerting  unlimited  ix)wers  in  a  coextensive  collat- 
eral sphere  of  operation.     It  would  be  a  condition 
j  like  that  of  the  Roman  Republic  in  an  advanced 
I  stage  of  Its  progress,  in  which,  characterized  by 
I  the  forms  of  a  limited  Government  at   home    it 
wielded  without  control  the  uncounted  resources 
and  power  of  the  provinces.     To  the  issue  of  this 
I  condition  of  things  in   that  Republic  it  was  not 
:  necessary  to  advert,  nor  to  pursue  the  train  of  re- 
fiection  which  it  was  calculated  to  suggest. 
Reverting  to  the  question,  Mr.  A.  denied  that 
;  a  power  on  the  part  of  the  President  and  Senate 
to  dispose  of  territory,  was  to  be  regarded  as  a 
consequence  of  the   power   to   acquire   it.     The 
I  separable  characters  of  these  powers  resulted  from 
the  principle  which  determined   the  general  pro- 
priety and  motives  of  all  delegation  or  reservation 
of  power,  namely,  the  beneficial  or  harmless  charac- 
ter  of  Its  exercise.     The  exertion  of  a  power  to 
acquire  territory  could  scarcely  be  otherwise  than 
beneficial  in  its  tendency,  and   the  power  might 
therefore  well  be  admitted.     The  exercise  of  the 
power  to  alienate  could  rarely  be  attended  with  a 
I  beneficial,  and  was  liable  to   Ik-  attended  with  a 
very  delrimental  operation.      This  power  might 
therefore  well  be  denied. 

The  case  was  like  that  of  infancy  at  law,  in 
which,  though  a  competency  to  be  benefitted   by 
acts   of  acquisition   was   properly  admitted,   the 
capacity  was  denied  to  be  bound  to  acts  of  aliena- 
tion.    A  power  to  alienate  was,  indeed,  in  no  case, 
in  relation  to  subjects  of  private  or  public  interest, 
any  necessary  correlative  of  a  jwwer  to  acquire. 
VVhether,  then,  future  acquisitions  of  territory  were 
or  were  not  contemplated,  and  their  disposal  pro- 
vided for  by  the  Constitution,  the  conclusion  was 
still  the  same,  that  the  power  of  disposal,  either 
to  foreign  Governments  or  to  citizens,  so  far  as  it 
existed  at  all,  could  belong  only  to  Congress ;  and 
this  in  reference  both  to  the  letter  of  the  Consti- 
tution and  to  the  policy  directing  the  delegation 
of  power  in  free  States.     If  tlie  j»ower  were  to  be 
considered  as  a  necessary  resulting  power,  arising 
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out  of  circumstances  not  foreseen,  it  could  only 
result  to  the  Legislature,  the  general  representa- 
tives of  the  nation.  A  subject  of  interest  accruing 
subsequently  to  a  grant,  if  it  can  be  made  to  pass 
at  all  by  the  grant,  must  pass  to  the  grantee  of 
the  general  estate,  and  not  to  the  grantee  of  any 
particular  portion  of  it. 

The  powers  appertaining  to  the  treaty-making 
department,  and  those  granted  to  Congress  over 
particular  classes  of  subjects,  presenting  the  ap- 
pearance of  conflict,  the  object  of  a  just  consti- 
tution would  be  to  reconcile  them  by  allowing  to 
both,  if  possible,  a  due  operation.  But  this  object 
could  only  be  attained  by  the  mode  which  had  been 
suggested,  of  allowing  them  a  concurrent  opera- 
tion over  the  subjects  which  present  the  apparent 
occasion  of  conflict.  This  construction  was  in 
consistency  with  all  received  rules  in  relation  to 
questions  of  this  sort.  It  was  an  established 
principle,  which  had  been  adverted  to,  (by  the 
Speaker,)  that  in  cases  of  the  conflict  of  particu- 
lar with  general  expressions,  the  general  must  give 
way  to  the  particular  expression.  And  why  ? 
Because  rules  of  construction  being  nothing  more 
than  contrivances  for  the  ascertainment  of  in- 
tention, what  was  equivocal  in  a  general,  became 
explicit  in  a  particular  expression.  The  construc- 
tion stated  derived  corroboration  in  the  present 
instance  of  its  application,  from  a  consideration  of 
the  momentous  character  of  the  subjects  of  power 
which  it  operated  to  detach  from  the  executive,  to 
confide  to  the  concurrent  treaty-making  jurisdic- 
tion ;  and  from  a  consideration  of  the  affinity 
which  it  tended  to  stamp  on  the  treaty-making 
power,  to  the  general  policy  and  character  of  the 
Constitution,  and  to  the  peculiar  character  of 
the  more  important  specific  powers  which  it  com- 
prised. 

The  construction  relied  on  was  confirmed  by 
other  principles  of  interpretation.  One  of  these, 
the  offspring  of  incontrovertible  reason,  required 
that  the  most  mitigated  sense  should  be  given  to 
expressions  obscure  or  doubtful  in  their  character. 
'■^  in  obscuris  quod  minimnm  est  qmrimur.'''  The 
application  of  this  maxim  was  particularly  strong 
to  grants  of  power,  in  relation  to  which  the  small- 
est amount  of  concession  might  always  be  pre- 
sumed. And  it  applied  with  still  an  augmented 
force  to  a  grant  of  power  such  as  that  contained 
in  the  Constitution,  which  was  admitted  on  all 
hands  to  be  of  the  strictest  and  most  limited  de- 
scription. But,  this  being  the  fact,  the  whole 
doubt  as  well  as  danger  in  the  case  under  review, 
proceeded  from  the  construction  which  assigned 
the  largest  extension  to  the  power  of  the  President 
and  Senate,  and  were  obviated  by  that  which  ad- 
mitted the  qualification  of  their  power  by  the  spe- 
cific grants  of  power  made  to  Congress  by  the 
Constitution. 

It  would  not  be  contended  by  the  most  extrav- 
agant advocates  of  the  treaty-making  power,  that 
there  existed  no  limits  to  its  extension.  It  would 
not  be  contended  that  the  power  extended  to  the 
transfer  of  a  State,  or  of  an  essential  part  of  sov- 
ereignty, for  example.  The  question  which  arose 
upon  this  power  related,  then,  not  to  the  fact,  but 


to  the  point  of  its  limitation.  What  was  the  point 
assigned  ?  The  subsistence  of  other  powers  by  the 
explicit  expression  of  the  Constitution.  What 
was  the  degree  of  limitation  contended  for  ?  Was 
it  the  entire  exclusion  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
power  from  the  subjects  of  these  particular  pwwers? 
No.  The  degree  of  limitation  was  the  confine- 
ment of  the  power  (left  in  other  respects  unre- 
stricted) to  a  concurrent  jurisdiction  in  relation 
to  this  particular  class  of  subjects.  The  limita- 
tion assigned  was  precise,  both  as  respected  its 
point  of  occurrence  and  degree.  In  its  tendency  it 
was  beneficial ;  and  it  arose  upon  the  letter,  as  it  was 
sustained  by  the  true  intendment,  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. Construction  affirming  a  limit  of  this  char- 
acter upon  power,  could  with  no  color  of  propriety 
be  rejected  from  operation. 

There  was  one  consideration  upon  the  subject 
of  this  controversy,  in  relation  to  the  extent  of  the 
treaty-making  power,  which  appeared  to  Mr.  A. 
to  be  conclusive.  It  was  this,  that  the  exclusive 
control  claimed  for  the  power,  was  not  pretended 
to  extend  to  all  the  subjects  submitted  to  Con- 
gress by  the  Constitution.  There  were  several 
which  this  exclusive  control  was  admitted  not  to 
cover.  The  powers  to  borrow  money ;  to  make 
war  ;  to  raise  armies  ;  to  admit  new  States,  were 
examples.  But  where  was  the  ground  of  distinc- 
tion between  these  subjects  and  those  over  which 
an  exclusive,  superseding  control  was  claimed? 
It  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  Constitution.  There 
these  several  classes  of  subjects  were  placed  on 
the  same  exact  footing.  The  powers  conveyed 
to  Congress  were  all  conveyed  in  the  same  terms. 
The  distinction  was  not  to  be  found  in  any  pecu- 
liar importance  of  the  abdicated  subjects.  All 
were  important.  Was  the  distinction  to  be  found 
in  the  supposed  external  relation  of  the  class  of 
arrogated  subjects,  rendering  them  in  a  peculiar 
degree  adapted  to  become  the  objects  of  treaty 
stipulation  I  These  subjects  were  not  distinguish- 
ed by  this  character  in  any  greater  degree  than 
several  of  tlie  abdicated  subjects ;  of  which  the 
powers  of  making  war  and  raising  armies  were 
instances.  The  danger,  too.  with  which  the  ar- 
gument derived  from  this  principle  of  construc- 
tion was  fraught,  ought  not  to  escape  observation. 
Let  the  principle  be  admitted,  and  it  would  be 
only  necessary  to  give  to  exercises  of  power  the 
form  of  treaty  stipulation,  and  any  power  might 
be  exercised,  and  any  object  attained,  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive department,  however  remote  from  the 
proper  sphere  of  its  control.  Finally,  if  the  dis- 
tinction between  the  jurisdiction  arrogated,  and 
that  renounced,  by  the  treaty-making  power,  were 
made  to  rest  on  the  peculiar  character  of  the  treaty 
stipulations,  as  being  susceptible  of  execution,  inde- 
pendently of  legislative  aid,  or  as  requiring  that 
aid  for  their  execution,  the  answer  was  equally 
obvious  with  those  which  had  been  stated  to  other 
supposed  principles  of  distinction.  It  was  this, 
that  there  were  various  supposeable  cases  of  stipu- 
lation having  no  dependence  on  legislative  aid  for 
execution,  which  yet  the  consent  of  all  men  would 
reject  from  the  exclusive  control  of  the  treaty- 
making  power.    One  example,  suggested  by  re- 
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cent  occurrences,   should   be  adduced.     A  new 
State,  provided  its  government   were  organized 
and  the  form  republican,  might  be  admitted  into 
the  Union  without  any  necessary  intervention  of 
legis  ative  authority,  by  a  treaty  stipulatin^r  that  it 
should  send  two  Senators  and  one  Representative 
to  Congress.      There  was  a  republican  govern- 
ment now  organized  among  the  blacks  in  the  isl- 
and of  Hayti.     If  the  doctrines  asserted  in  rela- 
tion to  the  extent  of  the  treaty-makin^  power 
were  just,  what  was  there  to  hinder  the  admission 
ot  this  Republic  into  the  Union,  if  the  President 
and  Senate  were  to  be  of  opinion  to  admit  it? 
Here  was  a  case  requiring  no  intervention  of  le- 
gislative aid.     Here  was  a  case  which,  from  its 
character  of  external  relation,  fell  within  the  class 
ot  the   appropriate  objects  of  treaty   stipulation 
It  was  sufficient  for  the  argument,  that  the  case 
was  a  possible  one.     Mr.  A.  did  not  affect  to  in- 
sinuate that  the  realization  ever  could  be  thou<rhi 
ot.   Considering,  however,  the  value  of  West  Ipdia  i 
possessions,  there  was  a  possible  composition  of  the  I 
iliXecutive  department,   in  which  the  realization 
was  by  no  means  inconceivable.     Constitutional 
doctrines,  however,  could  not  be  sound,  which  in- ; 
vofved  the  possibility  of  such  a  consequence. 

There  were  various  other  and  important  view-;  ' 
connected  with  the  discussion  of  this  question  of, 
the  just  character  of  the  treaty-making  power  in  ' 
our  Government,  which  Mr.  A.  said  that  faticme  ' 
compelled  him  to  pretermit.     An  observation  had  ' 
been  made  in  the  debate,   however,  which  it  was  I 
necessary  to  notice.     It  had  been  said  that,  admit-  : 
tmg  the  incompetency  of  the  President  and  Senate 
to  alienate,  their  power  could  not  be  denied  to  as- 
certain  the  limits  of  territory,  and  that  the  provi-  ' 
sions  ot  the  treaty,  in  this  respect,  extended  nu 
larther  than  to  an  ascertainment  of  limits     The  ' 
distinction  as  related  to  the  power,  was  admitted.  ! 
1  here  could  be  no  question  of  the  authority  to  set- 
tle limits     But  was  the  character  of  the  treaty  ' 
such  as  had  been  represented?     Did   it  operate 
3ri°  d^^n^and  not  extend  to  the  alienation  of, 
territory  ?     Was  not  the  contrary  of  this  susses-  ! 
tion  notorious?    Did  not  the  treaty,  on  the  faci  of  1 
It,  purport  to  make  a  cession  of  territory,  by  stat- 

Ian  J^.  '  ''''^  ^y  employing  throughout  the  i 
language  appropriate  to  cession  ?  Did  not  every  i 
person,  in  any  degree  versed  in  the  history  of  the 

thTthrj  '""l'^  Spain  upon  this  subject,  know 
that  the  boundary  fixed  by  the  treaty  was,  as  had 
been  observed  by  the  Speaker,  a  new  line  made,  i 
and  not  a  line  ascertained?   The  treaty  did,  there^ 
lore,  make  an  alienation  of  territory.     Into  the 
question  of  our  title  to  this  territory,  Mr.  A   did 
not  design  at  this  time  to  enter,  farther  than  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  acceptance  by  Spain  of  the  country 
as  a  cession  from  us,  was  to  his  mind  sufficient 
evidence  of  the  validity  of  our  title.    The  inability,  I 
too  of  Spam  to  make  out  a  valid  title  against  uV  ^ 
(Which  appeared  from  the  negotiation  to  be  the 
tact,;  was  Itself,  in  the  relative  condition  of  the 
S^rt*^'^"'^^"*^'  **"'«"™<>»°^toaTalid  title  upon  our 

led^to'pn7'r  ^he  views  which  Mr.  A.  had  been 
tea  to  entertain  of  the  proposition  affirmed  by  the 


first  resolution.  But  whether  those  views  were 
well  or  ill-founded ;  whether  Congress  were  or 
were  not  entitled  to  a  voice  in  the  disposal  of  the 
territory  which  the  treaty  with  Spain  proposed  to 
alienate,  there  could  be  no  question  of  its  belong- 
mg,  both  to  the  right  and  the  duty  of  CongreS 
to  express  an  opinion  upon  any  subject  of  national 
policy,  deemed  of  sufficient  importance  to  require 
such  an  expression.  There  could  be  as  little  ques- 
tion that  this  expression  of  opinion  would  have 
Its  due  weight  with  the  Executive  Department  of 
the  Government.  If  Congres.s  concurred,  there- 
tore,  in  the  views  which  had  dictated  the  second 
resolution,  there  could  be  no  question  of  the  pro- 
priety of  affirming  them,  by  the  passage  of  the 
resolution. 

There  were  several  propositions  asserted  by  the 
resolution— the  disproportion   of   the   equivalent 
rendered   by   Spain   for  our  concessions  in   the 
treaty;  the  general  impolicy  of  the  transfer  of  the 
territory  ceded  on  our  part  to  any  foreign  Power: 
and  the  inexpediency  as  a  consequence  of  these 
of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  now  that  the  op-' 
tion  of  our  Government  was  restored,  to  ratify  or 
reject  it    Was,  then,  the  equivalent  stipulated  to  be 
rendered  by  them  disproportionate,  and  was  it  im- 
politic to  make  a  transfer  to  any  foreign  Power  of 
the  territory  we  had  stipulated   to  cede?     What 
were  the  relative  concessions  of  the  contracting 
parties?    On  the  side  of  the  United  States,  five 
niillions  of  dollars  to  be  paid,  in  part  discharge  of 
claims  ot  our  citizens  upon  Spain;  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  residue  of  these  claims;  of  which,  as 
they  stood  in  the  same  character,  the  allowance  of 
this  part  was,  in  effect,  a  recognition  to  the  amount 
of  S  15,000,000,  as  had  been  stated  (by  the  honor- 
able  Speaker;)  the   privilege  to  the  subjects  of 
Spain,  carrying  on  commerce  with  the  territory 
we  were  to  acquire,  of  admission  into  its  ports  on 
the  same  terms  with  our  own  citizens,  for  the  pe- 
riod of  twelve  years  from  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty;  and,  finally,  the  territory  of  Texas,  which 
we  stipulated  to  cede.     Placing  out  of  view  the 
other  parts  of  this  conces.sion,  what  was  the  char- 
acter and  value  of  this  territory  of  Texas?    The 
full  value  we  were  not  possessed  of  sufficient  in- 
formation, it  was  probable,  to  enable  us  to  appre- 
ciate.    Enough,  however,  was  known  to  ascertain 
Its  superiority  in  this  respect  to  the  province,  as 
part  of  the  consideration  of  which  it  was  proposed 
to   be   transferred.     In   superficial  extent,  Texas 
would  not   be  denied   to  be  several   times  larger 
than  Florida.     In  a  general  character  of  fertility, 
the  two  countries,  according  to  the  accounts  which 
Mr.  A.  had  received,  admitted  of  no  comparison, 
so  decidedly  was  the  advantage  on  the  side  of  the 
k)rmer  of  them.     Placed    in   a   near  vicinity  to 
South  America,  this  province  asserttnl  .still  more 
signally,  to  the  character  of  its   productions,  its 
affinity  to  the  peculiar  natural  advantages  which 
distinguish,  in  a  manner  so  remarkable,  that  most 
favored  portion  of  the  earth.     Productions  of  the 
highest  value,  and  supposed  to  be  the  most  widely 
diversified,  as  respected  the  soil  and  climate  they 
required,  found  here  a  point  of  neighborhood  and 
union.     Corn,  cotton,  sugar,  met  a  congenial  soil, 
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and  circumstances  favorable  to  their  production. 
The  climate  was  of  extraordinary  salubrity — the 
rivers  various  and  large.  And  what  was  the  con- 
sideration for  which  we  were  to  surrender  a  coun- 
try such  as  this  had  been  described;  of  immense 
extent,  possessed  of  every  natural  advantage,  des- 
tined by  the  most  signal  evidences  to  high  politi- 
cal importance  ?  Was  it  for  the  sands  of  Florida  ? 
No,  not  for  the  property,  but  for  little  more  than 
the  sovereignty  of  these  sands.  For,  independently 
of  the  grants  to  Alagon,  and  Vargas,  and  Punon 
Rostro,  which  had  been  the  subjects  of  recent 
contestation,  the  largest  and  the  most  valuable 
portion  of  the  soil  of  Florida  was  known  to  have 
been  granted  out.  The  recent  contested  grants 
had  only  been  of  the  residuary  lands.  In  the  bar- 
gain which  had  been  made  we  were  to  give  the 
sovereignty  and  nearly  the  whole,  Mr.  A.  pre- 
sumed, of  the  soil  of  Texas,  such  as  it  had  been 
described,  for  little  more,  comparatively  speaking, 
than  the  sovereignty  of  Florida.  Was  the  bar- 
gain one,  which,  in  this  obvious  view  of  its  char- 
acter, with  perfect  liberty  to  accept  or  reject  it,  it 
would  be  expedient  to  confirm  ?  But,  great  impor- 
tance was  attributed  to  Florida  in  a  military  and 
political  point  of  view. 

Without  any  design  of  derogation  from  the  im- 
portance of  Florida  in  this  respect,  did  this  con- 
sideration, Mr.  A.  asked,  render  its  acquisition  at 
this  time,  and  at  the  price  of  any  disproportionate 
equivalent,  an  object  of  reasonable  solicitude  on 
our  part  ?  He  apprehended  that  it  did  not.  What- 
ever might  be  the  advantages  presented  by  this 
country  for  purjwses  of  military  or  commercial 
annoyance,  in  the  hands  of  Spain,  it  could  not  be 
rendered  subservient  to  any  such  purposes  against 
us.  Spain  did  not  possess,  nor  had  the  faculty  of 
acquiring  means  and  resources,  military  or  naval, 
which  could  be  applied  to  such  objects.  Nor,  if 
she  possessed,  or  could  ac(iuire  them,  could  it  ever 
be  her  policy  to  avail  herself  of  the  position  of 
Florida  to  employ  them  against  this  country. 

In  proof  ol  this  the  single  consideration  was 
sufficient,  that  the  inevitable  result  of  the  pursuit 
of  such  a  policy  would  be  the  loss  of  the  province 
in  question,  without  the  possibility  of  indemnifica- 
tion. This  result,  it  would  be  admitted,  could  not 
be  prevented  by  any  exertion  or  contingency  of 
events.  The  acquisition  of  Florida  was  therefore 
an  object  of  no  considerable  importance  as  related 
to  any  view  of  danger  of  its  being  used  for  pur- 
poses of  annoyance  by  Spain.  The  ground  of 
apprehension  was  as  slight  from  any  other  quarter. 
The  Indian  inhabitants  would  be  in  no  great  de- 
gree more  likely  to  give  us  disturbance,  if  the 
country  continued  in  the  hands  of  Spain,  than  if 
it  were  transferred  to  our  own.  Nor  was  fear 
indeed  to  be  indulged  of  disturbance  from  this 
source  while  the  lile  or  the  memory  of  Jackson 
among  his  Indian  adversaries  were  preserved.  For 
danger,  proceeding  from  any  European  Power 
other  than  Spain,  we  had  already  made  an  ade- 
quate provision  by  a  law  giving  authority  to  the 
President  to  prevent  the  occupation  of  Florida  by 
a  foreign  Power.  Mr.  A.  said  that,  in  the  policy 
of  this  law,  he  entirely  concurred.    While  he 


should  be  opposed  to  the  occupation  of  the  coun- 
try by  ourselves,  at  least  under  present  circum- 
stances, when  he  would  be  averse  to  any  measure 
by  which  the  hazard  of  war  might  be  incurred,  he 
should,  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances, 
consider  the  prevention  of  the  occujiation  of  Flor- 
ida by  any  other  foreign  Power  than  Spain,  as  a 
measure  of  indisputable  and  unimpeachable  policy, 
on  the  part  of  this  country.  It  stood  justified  to 
his  mind  by  considerations  admitted  to  be  para- 
mount to  all  others — of  defence  and  preservation. 
No  Power  could  have  either  interest  or  motive  in 
the  acquisition  of  Florida,  unconnected  with  views 
to  our  annoyance,  and  a  policy  dictated  by  such 
views,  it  was  at  all  times  as  justifiable  as  it  was 
necessary  to  repel.  Whatever,  then,  might  be  the 
intrinsic  importance  of  Florida  in  a  political  point 
of  view,  its  acquisition  could  not  be  considered  as 
demanded  of  us  at  this  time  at  the  price  of  any 
concession  disproportioned  to  its  proper  value. 

But  was  this  character  of  importance,  in  a  po- 
litical view,  confined  to  Florida  ?  Was  Texas  ot 
no  consideration  in  this  view?  Let  the  situation 
of  this  province,  at  the  back  of  Louisiana,  and  the 
direction  of  the  flow  of  its  principal  rivers,  be  con- 
sidered, and  the  important  and  delicate  relation 
which  it  sustained  to  New  Orleans,  itself  the  most 
important  position  in  our  country,  would  imme- 
diately be  perceived.  Upon  this  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, interesting  as  it  was,  Mr.  A.  forbore,  from  ob- 
vious considerations,  to  enlarge.  He  would  dismiss 
it,  merely  accompanied  with  a  hint  at  the  capacity 
of  Texas  to  maintain  a  formidable  population. 
Considered  in  a  mere  political  aspect,  then,  the 
equivalent  which  we  were  to  obtain  for  our  terri- 
torial conccsMon  in  the  treaty  appeared  to  be  little 
entitled  to  the  preference  which  had  been  allotted 
to  it,  and  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  altogether 
unadvisable. 

There  was  another  view  of  the  subject,  entire- 
ly concurrent  with  that  which  had  been  stated. 
Whatever  might  have  been  the  value  of  Florida, 
could  it  not  have  been  obtained  on  terms  better 
than  those  which  had  been  stipulated  ?  There 
was  certainly  no  indisposition  on  the  part  of  Spain 
to  yield  it  to  us.  This  was  manifest,  from  the 
character  of  the  instructions  which  were  known  to 
have  been  given  to  Don  Onis;  from  the  fact  of 
his  signature  to  the  treaty ;  from  the  fact  of  the 
despatch  of  the  new  mission,  which  was  every  day 
expected  on  our  shores ;  and,  finally,  from  the  evi- 
dence disclosed  by  the  publication  of  the  late  ne- 
gotiation at  Madrid,  which  showed  that  the  diffi- 
culties which  had  obstructed  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  did  not  relate  to  any  reluctance  indulged  by 
the  Government  of  Spain  to  make  a  cession  of 
the  country.  Spain  had  no  interest  in  the  retention 
of  this  province.  It  was  of  no  value,  but  rather  a 
source  of  expense,  and  a  burden  as  a  territorial  de- 
pendency. It  could  be  of  no  value,  from  her  pe- 
culiar condition,  in  a  military  or  commercial  view. 
Suix?radded  to  this  consideration,  she  had  strong 
motives  to  make  the  cession.  If  the  motives  of 
her  determination  to  do  so,  as  heretofore  evinced, 
had  reference  to  the  posture  of  her  affairs  in  South 
America,  these  motives  not  only  retained  an  undi- 
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rainished,  but  had  acquired  an  increased  force  from 
recent  occurrences.     If  the  object  of  her  policy, 
hitherto,  had  been  to  prevent  our  interference  in 
any  mode  in  the  contest  with  the  patriots,  and  she 
still  retained  the  hope  of  bein^  enabled  to  prose- 
cute that  contest,  the  increasing  difficulties  of  her 
situation,  and  the  knowledire  of  the  peculiar  and 
growing  state  of  public  sentiment  in  this  coun- 
try, both  towards  herself  and  towards  the  patri- 
ots, furnished  decided  inducements  to  her  to  con- 
tinue to  act  in  the  same  line  of  policy,  and  to 
secure  our  further  forbearance  at  the  price  which 
she  had  already  determined  to  regard  as  a  consid- 
eration not  tod  high  for  it.     But,  if  she  had  lost 
all  hope  of  bein^  enabled  to  prosecute  the  con- 
test with  the  colonies,  then  her  inducements  to 
the  same  course  became  still  more  unequivocal. 
Why  ?  because  she  knew  that  in  the  event  of  the 
success  of  the  patriots,  Florida  must  fall  into  their 
hands,  who  may  be  presumed  to  form  the  objects 
of  her  peculiar  animosity,  or  must  come  by  the 
operation  of  domestic  revolution  into  ours,  with- 
out her  obtaining  any  compensation  for  it,  even 
the  liquidation  of  our  claims  on  her  for  spoliation. 
In  every  view,  then,  interest,  and  in  one  view,  a 
moral  feeling,  more  powerful  in  its  operation  than 
interest,  prompted  Snain  to  the  pursuit  of  the  same 
policy,  which  was  that  of  cession  of  the  territory 
we  were  desirous  to  obtain.     There  was  no  op- 
posing interest  or  motive  of  any  sort.     Under  these 
circumstances,  left,  as  we  we're,  at  liberty  by  the 
delay  of  Spain  in  ratifying  the  treaty,  and  even 
authorized  to  rise  in  our  demands,  would  it  not  be 
a  policy  preferable  to  the  ratification  of  the  treaty 
to  trust  ourselves  to  the  results  of  a  new  negotia- 
tion ?     In  the  worst  event  of  such  a  resort,  we 
might  expect,  considerinsf  the  advantage  of  our 
situation,  to  procure  Florida  for  money,  (more  al- 
luring to  Spain  in  her  present  circumstances  than 
territory,)  in  place  of  the  disproportioned  territo- 
rial equivalent  which  we  had  stipulated  to  give 
for  it. 

Might  we  not  be  justified,  too,  in  indulging  a 
glance  at  the  very  possible  contingency  of  procuring 
this  country,  without  the  payment  of  any  price,  by 
the  effect  of  domestic  revolution  ?  In  any  event, 
our  claims  on  Spain  would  remain  the  same'.  They 
might  be  considered  as  having  derived  the  advan- 
tage of  recognition  from  the  treaty.  Spain  was 
in  no  condition  tcL«itisfy  them  in  any  other  way 
than  by  a  cession  of  Florida.  If  she  declined  to 
satisfy  them  in  this,  the  only  mode  which  was  in 
her  power,  we  would  be  at  liberty  to  adopt  a  rem- 
edy for  ourselves.  The  fund  could  not  escape  us. 
It  was  at  all  times  liable  to  our  control.  Could 
there,  in  such  circumstances,  be  excuse  for  impru- 
dence, or  occasion  for  precipitation,  in  our  endeav- 
ors to  obtain  possession  ot  Florida,  however  de- 
sirable it  might  be  to  do  so  7 

Upon  the  whole,  iMr.  A.  said,  he  considered  the 
propositions  affirmed  by  the  second  resolution  as 
sustained— that  there  was  a  want  of  proportion  in 
the  relative  concessions  of  the  treaty ;  that  the  ter- 
ritory which  it  purported  to  cede  on  our  part,  ouf'ht 
not  to  be  made  the  subiect  of  transfer  to  any  otLr 
toreign  Power,  and  that  the  ratification  of  the 


treaty  was  in  every  view  inexpedient.  Entertain- 
ing these  view*:,  he  had  no  he>itation  in  expressing 
them,  and  he  hoped  that  the  resolutions  would 
meet  the  approbation  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  said,  that  he  had 
risen  to  supjwrt  both  of  the  resolutions  offered  by 
his  colleague,  the  honorable  Speaker.     He  saw  in 
the  documents  strong  indications  of  intention  to 
accept  the  treaty,  and,  dissatisfied  as  he  was,  he 
owed  it  as  a  duly  to  himself,  to  the  nation  gener- 
ally, and  especially  to  that  part  of  it  residin<T  on 
the  Western  waters,  to  enter  his  protest  at  large 
against  the  ratification.     The  treaty,  in  his  opin- 
ion, Avas  one  of  great  interest  to  the  nation  ;  pre- 
.senting  various  topics  for  discussion,  most  of  which 
had  been  precluded   from  debate  by  the  cautious 
prudence  of  his  friend  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
LowNDE.>^.)     He  knew  that  the  rules  of  the  House 
gave  him  a  wide  range,  but  he  found  himself  un- 
expectedly restricted  by  the  solicitude  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations.     He 
was  sure  that  solicitude  was  deeply  felt,  because  it 
was  strongly  expressed,  and   being  always  ready 
to  defer  to  his  talents  and  discretion,  he  would 
cheerfully  conform   to   his  wi.shes.     He   had   no 
right,  he  said,  to  complain  of  the  course  proposed; 
and  he  would  do  his  friend  the  justice  to  say,  that, 
if  he  did  not  advance  with   the  boldness  of*  Alex- 
ander, he  displayed  in  retreat  all   the  skill  of  a 
Xenophon.     He  was  in  Parliament,  what  Moreau 
and   Montecuccoli  were  in  the  field  ;  he  carried 
every  thing  with  him ;  had  left  no  .spoil  for  his 
pursuers ;  no   point   exposed ;    no   Ixirriers   unde- 
fended.    The  hunor  of  the  nation  could  not  be 
placed  in  better  hands,  or  safer  keeping;  and  no 
one    could    defend    its    interests    with    superior 
ability. 

The  friends  of  the  treaty,  he  said,  had  sought 
occasion  to  proclaim  its  merits  ;  its  opposers,  until 
now,  had  not  been  heard.  It  was  time  the  people 
should  be  heard ;  it  was  time  for  their  Represen- 
tatives to  speak.  The  Western  people  have  but 
one  market  for  their  produce — one  emporium  for 
their  commerce ;  and  the  treaty  leaves  that  one 
unprotected;  leaves  it  fearfully'exposed.  He  did 
not  believe  that  the  nation,  if  consulted,  would 
ratify  this  treaty;  he  did  not  consider  it  a  thing 
in  esse ;  a  contract  in  abeyance;  it  was,  in  his 
opinion,  a  mere  nullity ;  and  each  party  remitted 
back  to  his  original  rights  and  claims. 

Our  relations  with  Spain,  he  said,  required  the 
display  of  some  energy,  and  for  that  reason  he  had 
prepared  his  mind  to  vote  for  reprisals;  not  be- 
cause the  treaty  was  obligatory,  but  because  time 
and  chance  might  change  the  present  posture  of 
affairs  and  bring  more  trouble  and  more  danger. 
1  To  avoid  that,  and  finish  all  at  once,  he  would 
have  acknowledged  the  patriots,  and   have  occu- 
pied Texas  and   the  Floridas.     This  would  have 
brought  the  Castilian  to  terms,  or  made  one  war, 
and  not  a  triple  contest  of  it.     Why  strike  for 
half  the  quarrel?     If  the  army  comes  in  as  fin- 
isher of  treaties,  let  us  have  all  the  land,  and  hold 
it  as  we  did  West  Florida,  subject  to  negotiation. 
He  that  takes  justice  in  his  own  hands,  should 
take  the  full  measure  of  its  claims. 
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Mr.  T.  did  not  intend  to  censure  the  officer  who 
conducted  the  negotiations  on  our  part ;  he  would 
.say  that  the  ratification  was  pres.sed  upon  Spain 
with  more  zeal  than  judgment.     She  was  made 
to  suspect  that  the  treaty  was  highly  favorable  to 
this  country,  because  it  was  warmly  urged  ;  where- 
as, in  fact,  the  advantage  was  wholly  on  the  side 
of  Spain.     It  was  clear,  from  the  documents,  that 
Mr.  Adams  was  not  able  to  barter  land  with  Don 
Onis;    he  had   confided   too   much  in    Castilian 
honor,  as  to  the  dates  of  the  grants,  and  suffered 
the   crafty    Spaniard   to   deceive   him.     He   had 
been  circumvented.     This  was  no  discompliment. 
It  was  proof  of  fair  dealing  on   his  part;  and  it 
was  more  honorable  to  be  the  victim  than  the 
agent  or  the  perpetrator  of  hypocrisy  and  fraud. 
He  said  he  had  nothing  to  say  against  the  Execu- 
tive in  this  matter ;  and  hoped  that  no  one  would 
charge  him  with  want  of  confidence  in  that  De- 
partment.    He  would  not  allow  the  supposition 
to  be  made;  his  confidence  in  the  President  was 
unimpaired;  and  this,  of  all  subjects,  was  the  one 
upon  which  it  was  least  likely  to  be  diminished. 
He  said  he  had  not  forgotten,  it  was  impossible  he 
should  forget,  that  a  proposition  was  made  thirty 
years  ago,  in  a  secret  session  of  Congress,  to  sur- 
render the  Western  country  to  Spain  for  twenty- 
five  years,  and  that  its  defeat  was  owing  almost 
entirely  to   the   resistance   made   by  our   present 
Chief  Magistrate.     The  question  then  was — "  our 
right  to  navigate  the  Missi.ssippi ;"  the  question 
now  is,  our  right  to  the  country,  Louisiana  proper, 
and   the   positions  which  protect   and  defend  it 
Eschewing  war,  and  loving  peace,  the  President 
has  made  sacrifices  to  maintain   it;  liberality  is 
found  in  every  clause  of  the  treaty ;  forbearance 
in  every  page  of  the  message.     Texas  was  thrown 
in  as  a  peace-offering  to  Spain;  she  refused  it; 
and  we  are  not  bound,  in  justice  or  in  honor,  to 
offer  it  again.     This  nation  will   never  consent 
that  it  shall  be  offered  or  conceded.     The  treaty 
has  been  sent  to  us  by  the  President;  the  whole 
subject  is  before  us ;  we  are  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  have  a  right 
to  enter  our  protest  and   objections;  and  he  for 
one  was  ready  to  perform  his  duty.     He  could  see 
no  danger  in  a   Droad  discussion;  but  he  would 
relieve  the  anxiety  of  his  friend  (Mr.  Lownoes) 
at  once,  by  omitting  all  the  topics  which  he  wished 
to  have  excluded. 

I  The  extent  of  the  treaty-making  |X)wer  is  one 
question;  the  check  which  this  House  of  Con- 
gress holds  upon  it  another.  It  was  not  necessary 
for  him  to  prove  that  this  House  could  rightfully 
and  properly  refuse  to  carry  into  effect  a  treaty, 
which,  in  its  judgment,  would  be  ruinous  to  the 
country.  The  first  resolution  asserts  this  right. 
He  had  just  promised  not  to  discuss  it ;  but  he 
would  never  yield  it  so  long  as  he  was  a  member 
of  the  body.  Limited  as  he  was  in  his  course  of 
inquiry,  he  would  not  eneagein  a  critical  analysis 
of  the  treaty.  It  was  called  a  treaty  of  amity,  set- 
tlement, and  limits ;  it  was,  in  fact,  a  treaty  of 
cession,  of  limits,  and  satisfaction.  Territory  is 
ceded  on  both  sides,  in  full  sovereignty.  Limits 
are  settled,  and  satisfaction  promised,  for  injuries 


and  spoliations.  He  would  not  stop  to  define  the 
treaty-making  power,  or  lay  down  its  limits,  its 
corners,  and  abutments.  That  his  friend  (Mr. 
Lowndes)  would  call  '^ abstraction."  But  there 
are  stipulations,  he  said,  in  this  instrument,  above 
the  treaty-making  power ;  above  the  Constitution ; 
stipulations,  alarming  to  freemen,  and  fraught 
with  serious  mi.schief ;  he  felt  it  his  dutjc  to  pre- 
sent them  to  the  nation. 

He  said  it  would  be  recollected  that  the  Louisi- 
ana Treaty  amalgamated  the  inhabitants  of  that 
country  with  the  people  of  the  United  States ;  that 
it  gave  them  a  common  interest  in  the  Union  ;  an 
tHjual  claim  to  its  protection  ;  a  guarantee  of  "all 
the  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citizens 
of  the  States."     To  use  an  Indian  metaphor,  the 
treaty  of  cession  made  us  aU  one  man.     The  fact 
was  well  known  that  some  of  the  French  inhabi- 
tants resided  at  that  date,  and  still  continue  to  re- 
side, in  that  part  of  Texas  then  ceded  to  us,  and 
now  ceded  to  Spain.     Some  of  our  own  people 
had  removed  there  since  the  treaty  of  April  30, 
1803  ;  had  purchased  lands  of  Frenchmen,  hold- 
ing grants   under  the  French  Government,  and 
stood  upon  the  soil  as  allodial  fne  men  of  the  Union, 
claiming  its  protection,  and  rendering  it  due  hom- 
age and  all  fealty.     Now,  sir,  .said  he,  I  assert 
roundly,  I  contend  boldly,  that  there  is  no  power 
in  the  Constitution  under  which  you  can  expa- 
triate a  citizen  of  the  Union.    I  know  that  a  treaty 
is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land  :  I  admit  that  the 
treaty  power  is  competent  to  settle  questions  of 
boundary  and  limits;  but  I  deny  the  existence  of 
any  power  by  which  you  can  alienate  a  citizen — 
denationalize  a  free  man.     What,  sir!  sell  land  to 
a  citizen  ;  take  his  money  ;  and  then  sell  him,  and 
land,  and  liberty,  and  all !     It  is  too  monstrous  to 
be  endured  :  it  challenges  resistance  the  moment 
it  is  seen.     Citizenship  is  not  an  article  of  mer- 
chandise; it  is  not  negotiable.     Political  rights  in 
our   Government  are  not  subjects  of  barter  and 
exchange;  they  could  not  be  sold  under  hammer 
at  political  auction.     Citizenship  is  indefeasible; 
inalienable:    it  is  a  patrimony  descending  to  us 
from  our  ancestors,  under  entail,   and  we  must 
leave  it  to  posterity  unbroken.     Show  me  your 
power,  said  he,  to  cede  citizens  with  sovereignty, 
like  serfs  and  vassals  of  the  soil.     Show  the  power 
or  expunge  the  stipulation  from  the  treaty.     Strike 
it  out;  obliterate  it;  and   leave  the  statute  book 
untainted  by  the  precedents.    There  are  some  hun- 
dreds of  our  citizens,  by  birth  and  adoption,  expa- 
triated by  this  treaty.     The  fact  was  surely  un- 
known to  the  Secretary  at  that  date.     What  reply 
could  you  make  to  a  petition  and  remonstrance 
from  these  people  ?     How  would  a  committee  re- 
port upon  the  case?     A  skilful  diplomatist  might 
boggle  at   the  question.     The  stipulation  would 
never  be  sanctioned  by  the  nation :  it  required  a 
statesman  of  courage  to  affirm  the  power  ;  and  to 
such  he  would  leave  the  honor  of  defending  it. 
He  would  never  envy  the  laurels  they  might  gather. 
Mr.  T.  had  objections  to  another  article,  an  ex- 
crescence in  the  treaty,  which  called  loudly  for 
the  knife  and  caustic.     It  grew  out  of  the  subject 
of  claims  and  spoliations.     The  demands  of  our 
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citizens  are  stated  by  some  at  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars, by  others  at  twenty.  Ten  is  belo\¥  the  mini- 
mum in  aggregate.  The  eleventh  article  of  the 
treaty  exonerates  Spain  from  these  demands;  gives 
a  full  renunciation ;  cancels  the  whole  debt,  and 
undertakes  to  make  satisfaction  to  o|ir  citizens  to 
an  amount  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars. 
Where,  said  he,  does  the  treaty-making  power  find 
authority  to  expunge  the  claims  of  our  citizens — 
extinguish  their  right  to  demand  the  full  amount 
from  Spain,  and  only  pay  them  half  the  money  ? 
Barter  their  whole  claims  for  soil  and  sovereignty ; 
for  sand  and  sea- weed — a  barren  sceptre — and  pay 
them  but  one  moiety  !  This  is  a  new  mode  of 
levying  taxes,  of  raising  contributions :  a  letter  of 
marque  and  reprisal  on  ourselves  ;  a  flat  violation 
of  the  fifth  article  of  the  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution, which  declares,  that  "  private  property 
shall  not  be  taken  for  public  purposes,  without  just 
compensation.-' 

What  is  just  compensation  ?     Payment  in  full, 
and  nothing  less.     "  Render  unto  Caesar  the  things 
that  are  his:"  not  a  part  of  those  things,  but  the 
whole  of  them.     Our  people  were  sufferers  under 
the  new  code  of  maritime  jurisprudence — under 
lawless  edicts  and  decrees.     They  were  struck  by 
spoliation,  and  ruined  by  delay.    Justice  demand- 
ed a  reimbursement  of  principal  and  interest.  This 
Government  was  bound  in  duty  and  good  faith  to 
ask  it  for  them.     It  has  cancelled  the  claims  in 
exchange  for  Florida.     These  claimants  are  men 
of  sense  and  judgment,  of  weight  and  influence 
in  the  country;  they  will  lose  nothing  by  modesty 
in  asking ;  consummate  the  treaty,  and  you  will 
find  a  cart-load  of  petitions  on  your  table,  praying 
payment  of  the  whole  amount  .-'will  you  grant  it'^ 
If  so,  you  give  Texas,  and  ten  millions  for  the 
Floridas.     If  you  refuse,  where  is  your  boasted  love 
of  justice— where  your  etjuality  of  rightb  1     The 
Constitution    and  the    social   compact    are   both 
infracted.     Man  enters  society  in  self-defence ;  we 
surrender  part  of  our  rights  to  purchase  protection 
for  the  residue  :  we  grant  tlie  power  to  tax  our 
property,  to  pay  the  expenses  of  protection,  but 
not  the  power  ot  relinquishing  our  claims,  for  public 
purposes,  without  a  fair  equivalent.     Let  this  mat- 
ter be  carefully  considered.    If  you  ratify  the  treaty 
and  pay  ten  millions  to  these  claimants,  the  bar- 
gain is  unequal  in  all  respects.    If  you  refuse,  what 
will  Europe  say  ?     What  a  precedent  for  her— a 
case  in  point! 

Our  people  have  claims  for  spoliation  against  the 
other  Powers  of  Europe.  If  in  this  instance  we 
take  the  shoes  of  Spain,  and  pay  but  half  the  debt, 
will  not  the  other  Powers  cite  the  precedent,  and 
cut  off  a  moiety  of  what  they  owe  ?  Can  we  urge 
them  to  do  our  citizens  more  justice  than  we  do 
ourselves  ?  Better  lose  Florida  than  lose  our  cha- 
racter abroad.  The  reputation  of  our  Grovernment 
for  moral  justice  is  of  more  value  than  barren 
territory. 

He  said  he  would  barely  notice  the  grants  to 
Punon  Rostro,  Alagon,  and  Vargas.  They  are 
third  persons,  whose  rights  cannot  be  affected  by 
the  protest  of  our  Minister,  announcing  our  in- 
tended construction  of  the  treaty ;  their  titles  would 


rest  upon  the  dates,  and  letter  of  the  grants  and 
treaty,  sanctioned  by  the  Laws  of  the  Indies,  and 
nothing  short  of  revocation  would  remove  the  en- 
cumbrance. A  law  suit  with  the  patentees  was 
not  desirable. 

He  was  not  exactly  satisfied  with  the  line  west  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  especially,  as  that  portion 
of  country  was  the  supposed  equivalent  for  Texas. 
All  the  exploring  parties  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  since 
the  return  of  Lewis  and  Clarke,  had  united  in 
opinion,  that  the  only  practicable  route  for  con- 
stant intercourse  and  trading  purposes  to  the  Co- 
lumbia, lies  across  the  Rocky  Mountains,  from 
the  head  waters  of  the  Arkansas  to  those  of  the 
Multnomah. 

By  tlie  treaty  our  boundary  stops  at  42  degrees 
north  latitude ;  now  if  gentlemen  will  make  an 
examination  of  the  map,  they  will  find  that  this 
line  of  latitude  will  give  Spain  the  entire  naviga- 
tion of  that  fine  river  for  about  five  hundred  miles. 
These  last  objections,  he  said,  were  blemishes  in 
the  treaty  which  ought  to  be  corrected.  He  had 
intended,  he  said,  to  treat  this  as  a  question  of  great 
national  policy,  and  on  this  morning  had  deter- 
mined to  limit  his  views  in  some  measure  to  its 
domestic  aspects,  and  relations.  In  doing  this  he 
should  waive  the  discussion  of  several  topics  which 
had  claims  to  his  attention.  He  would  barely 
name  some  of  them. 

1st.  The  question  of  equivalents. 
2d.  The  Treasury  side  of  the  subject — the  items 
of  profit  and  loss. 

3d.  The  quality  and  value  of  the  soil  of  Florida 
and  Texas ;  acre  per  acre. 

4th.  The  live  oak  of  each  province,  especially 
of  Texas,  and  its  great  value  for  naval  purposes. 

The  ports  and  harbors  of  Florida  and  Texas 
ought  to  be  omitted.     It  was  his  opinion  that  we 
ought  to  hold  both  provinces,  and  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  disparage  either.     He  would  not  there- 
fore compare  the  ports  and  harbors,  although  those 
of  Texas  would  bear  a  contrast ;  our  chart:)  of  both 
coasts  were  too  imperfect  to  Ix'  relied  on,  and  the 
recent  correction  of  mistake  as  to   the  depth  of 
water  on  the  outer  bar  at  Mobile  Point  and  Dau- 
phin Island,  would  caution  him  against  hastily 
admitting  the  facts  reported  by  submarine  explorers. 
What  effect  will  the  surrender  of  the  ports  of  Texas 
have  upon  our  carrying  trade  ?    Let  our  Eastern 
shippers  and   tonnage  holders  look  to  that ;  it  is 
their  immediate  interest.     It  belongs  to  navigation. 
Get  the  norts  of  Galveston  and  Matagorda,  and 
you  get  the  carrying  trade  of  Vera  Cruz.     It  is  a 
branch  of  our  coasting  trade,  and  if  wisely  followed, 
will  draw  after  it  the  entire  carrying  trade  of 
Mexico,  or  New  Spain.     Every  alienation  on  the 
Gulf  w^ill  so  far  at  least  diminish  your  prospect  of 
securing  the  carrying  trade  upon  those  seas.     Will 
gentlemen  from  the  East  suffer  the  phantasies  and 
delusions  of  a  moment,  to  deprive  them  of  such 
lasting  and  valuable  advantages  ?     A  safe  and  sure 
trade  upon  the  Gulf  is  as  much  the  interest  of  the 
Eastern,  as  the  Western  States ;  will  they  permit 
local  feelings,  founded  on  visions  and  airy  nothings, 
to  govern  them  in  questions  of  such  general  and 
substantial  benefit?    He  would  hope  not.    For 
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his  part,  he  would  never  so  far  degrade  his  station 
here,  as  to  suffer  local  interests  to  govern  him  upon 
questions  of  great  national  concern.  He  thought 
it  his  duty  to^trengthen  the  cohesion  of  the  Union. 
He  had  ibrnierly  voted,  and  he  should  again  vote 
to  encourage  domestic  manufactures.  He  had  al- 
ways voted  for  every  bill  intended  to  protect  our 
commerce,  and  place  it  on  an  equal  footin;^  with 
that  of  other  nations;  and  he  intended  still  to  do 
so,  always  giving  the  prel'erence  to  agriculture ; 
and  holding  the  balance  even,  if  he  could,  between 
commerce  and  manufactures.  He  would  ask  East- 
ern gentlemen  to  name  an  instance,  in  which  West- 
ern members  had  arrayed  themselves  against  the 
interests  of  the  East.  Yet  they  ought  to  know  that 
we  are  not  misled  by  the  exploded  doctrine,  ''  that 
commerce  can  best  protect  itself."'  We  have  too 
many  bills  before  us  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  believe  one  word  of  it.  This  is  the  age 
of  maritime  restrictions,  and  we  know  very  well 
that  commerce  will  come  to  nothing,  if  we  '•  leave 
it  to  protect  itself."  • 

The  value  of  Texas  as  a  coffee  country,  would 
claim  brief  notice.  It  was  a  subject  richly  deserv- 
ing the  attention  of  a  statesman.  The  primary 
policy  of  this  nation  is,  to  make  itself  independent 
of  the  commercial  world  ;  particularly  so  far  as 
relates  to  the  common  necessaries  of  liU'.  This  is 
the  basis  of  every  argument  in  favor  of  domestic 
manufactures.  Is  it  not  equally  as  strong  in  fa- 
vor of  all  articles  of  sustenance,  especially  coffee, 
which  has  become  the  common  and  daily  beverage 
of  all  classes  of  society  ?  Ought  the  supply  to  de- 
pend upon  a  foreign  market  1  Such  is  our  depen- 
dence now,  and  always  has  been ;  and  the  vicis- 
situdes of  trade,  and  war,  and  restrictions  upon 
commerce,  have  made  us  pay  dearly  for  what  we 
have  consumed.  Our  soil  i)roduces  all  the  neces- 
saries of  life,  each  climate  yielding  its  indigenous 
supplies  ;  but  it  so  happens  that  Texas  is  the  only 
coflee  land  we  have,  or  ever  can  have,  unless  we 
conquer  Mexico,  or  engage  in  the  colonial  system, 
either  of  which  would  be  worse  than  madness. 
This,  is,  therefore,  tlie  last  and  only  chance  we 
shall  ever  have,  to  cut  the  cable  of  commercial 
vassalage,  by  creating  a  home  supply  for  domestic 
uses. 

These,  if  there  were  no  other  objections  to  the 
treaty,  would  induce  him  as  an  American  statesman 
to  reject  it.  He  would  leave  them  and  pursue  his 
course;  his  object  was  the  high  domain. 

His  great  objection  to  the  treaty,  one  which  in 
his  opinion  was  decisive,  had  not  yet  been  pressed 
or  amplified.  The  argument  had  chiefly  rested 
upon  the  treaty-making  power,  and  the  power  of 
this  House;  and  upon  title,  and  equivalents.  His 
friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Archer)  bad  debated 
the  question  of  power,  with  an  ability  which  did 
him  honor.  There,  Mr.  T.  would  let  it  rest.  The 
view  which  he  would  take  of  the  subject  made  it 
of  little  importance  wliether  the  first  resolution 
should  be  affirmed  or  not.  He  would  vote  for  the 
second,  with  the  utmost  freedom. 

Title  and  equivalents  apart,  ought  this  nation  to 
accept  the  limits  settled  by  the  treaty,  and  surren- 
der Texas? 
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I      The  boundary,  in  his  opinion,  was  the  main 
:  question.     Most  of  the  other  stipulations  were  re- 
I  troactive;  had  reference  only  to  the  interests  of  a 
iew.     But  this  is  entirely  prospective  in  its  opera- 
;  tion.     It  concerns  every  citizen  of  the  Republic, 
and  especially  those  of  the  AVest,  whose  barriers 
were  about  to  be  surrendered;  the  shield  of  whose 
commerce  was  about  to  be  broken,  and  the  empo- 
'  rium  of  their  trade  exposed  to  surrcption  and  to 
I  plunder.     It  was  of  no  consequence,  he  said,  whe- 
j  ther  we  had  title  or  no  title  to  the  province  in  dis- 
pute.    Not  that  he  intended  to  yield  our  claim  of 
title — far  from  it.     He  saw  no  room  for  doubt ;  the 
i  argument  upon  title  >vas  conclusive  in  our  favor. 
That  gave  us  the  ''vantage  ground;"  but  he  would 
waive  it  entirely,  because  he  intended  to  sustain 
himself  upon  other  facts  and  principles,  and  would 
endeavor  to  show  that  the  surrender  of  Texas 
would  be  in  every  respect  improvident  and  dan- 


gerous. 


This,  he  said,  was  a  Treaty  of  Limits.  The 
I  Father  of  the  Universe,  in  his  peculiar  providence, 
had  given  natural  boundaries  to  every  continent 
and  kingdom — permanent,  physical,  imperishable 
barriers,  to  every  nation,  to  shield  it  from  invasion. 
Man,  in  his  mad  career  of  ^lory,  his  thirst  for  do- 
minion, had  rejected  as  useless  the  great  and  per- 
manent boundaries  of  nature,  and  sought  out  ideal, 
perishable  limits  of  his  own  creation.  Look  at  the 
great  profile  of  every  continent,  and  you  find  them 
partitioned  by  the  hand  of  Providence  into  por- 
tions and  allotments  convenient  for  the  purposes 
of  social  happiness;  and  these  allotments  are  every 
where  protected  by  barriers  and  defences.  Spain 
herself  is  an  instance.  She  is  bounded  by  two 
-seas  and  one  mountain — the  Atlantic  and  Medi- 
terranean, and  the  Pyrennees.  Hundreds  of  wars 
have  arisen  upon  questions  of  ideal  boundary,  and 
millions  of  human  beings  have  been  slaugntered 
to  beat  back  ambitious  nations  into  their  natural 
s limits.  Compacts  and  paper  boundaries  are  men 
of  straw  in  the  hands  of  domination.  It  is  phy- 
sical barriers  alone  that  check  encroachment,  and 
give  repose  to  feeble  nation.s.  In  Europe,  ques- 
tions of  boundary  are  settled  by  the  law  of  accident, 
'  of  conquest,  of  necessity,  of  weakness — by  the  law 
called  "  the  balance  of  power."  Density  of  popu- 
lation, conflicting  interest,  and  long  established 
usages,  preclude  all  hope  of  voluntary  change. 
Ours,  on  the  contrary,  is  a  new  world,  sparsely 
settled,  (partly  unpeopled,)  inhabited  by  nations  in 
a  state  of  pupilage.  We  alone  have  risen  from 
minority  to  manhood.  We  have  fought  one  war 
for  indei>endence ;  another  for  "  free  trade  and 
sailors'  rights ;"  and  another  must  be  fought  for 
barriers  and  boundaries,  if  you  ratify  this  treaty. 
We  arc  acting  on  a  new  theatre,  under  new  au- 
spices, and  new  principles. 

What  ought  to  Ik«  the  confines  of  our  Union? 
That  was  the  great  question  confided  to  our  Min- 
ister. No  public  functionary  ever  held  a  higher 
trust,  or  filled  an  office  more  responsible — the  sa- 
cred trust  of  giving  limits  to  the  only  free  nation 
in  existence.  Called  as  he  was  to  that  high  trust; 
holding  as  he  did  in  his  hands  the  destiny  of  mil- 
lions ;  animated,  as  he  surely  was,  by  all  the  mo- 
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lives  that  could  stimulate  his  love  of  country,  he 
should  have  spurned  the  higfjling  policy  of  Kings, 
the  truck  and  traffic  of  European  despots,  and  their 
ambidextrous  Ministers,  and,  mounting  upwards 
to  first  principles,  demanded  at  once  our  natural 
limits,  the  barriers  of  our  country,  and  yielded 
with  equal  promptitude  all  claims  beyond  them. 
Nations  are  individuals  in  relation  to  each  other; 
and,  as  self-defence  is  the  first  law  of  man,  so  is 
national  defence  the  first  law  of  society.     The 
boundaries  of  States  and  Kingdoms  should  be  set- 
tled with  reference  to  their  military  defence  and 
maritime  protection.    Every  nation  should  possess 
the  military  positions  which  defend  its  frontier, 
and  the  keys  which  protect  the  emporiums  of  its 
commerce.     These  barriers  are  hostages  for  the 
peace  of  nations ;  and  no  people  can  neglect  them 
with  impunity,  or  surrender  them  with  safety.     It 
is  by  acquiring  these,  in  times  o{  peace,  that  prep- 
aration is  best  made  for  war.    These,  said  Mr.  T. 
axe  maxims  established   by  experience  and  sanc- 
tioned  by  all   history.     Are    they   found    in   this 
treaty  ?    Do  they  sanction  its  stipulations,  or  had 
they  been  forgotten  in  the  lapse  of  diplomacy  ? 
he  was  mistaken  if  they  were  not.     He  would 
conjure  gentlemen  not  to  mislead  themselves  with 
doubts  about  the  title.     We  were  purchasing  terri 


tory,  and  fixing  limits.  Title  was  nothing.  Boun- 
dary and  barriers  were  every  thing.  There  lies 
the  pith  and  marrow  of  the  subject. 

1st.  Where  are  tiie  natural  limits  and  barriers  of 
the  Republic? 

2d.  Was  it  in  our  power  to  obtain  a  cession  for 
those  limits  ? 

3d.  Were  they  necessary  or  desirable  for  mili- 
tary purposes—for  protection  and  defence? 

4th.  Were  they  wanted  as  safeguards  to  our 
commerce  and  commercial  depots  ? 

5th.  If  we  transfer  our  claim,  be  it  bad  or  good, 
shadow  or  substance,  may  not  some  hostile  Power,' 
some  jealous  adversary,  occupy  the  province,  and 
use  it  to  assail  New  Orleans,  and  destroy  our 
Western  commerce,  or  load  it  with  exactions? 

These  were  inquiries  of  first  magnitude,  and 
claim  our  cool  deliberation.     The  Rio  del  Norte, 
the  Puerco,  and  the  Apachee  mountains,  and  Si- 
erra Obscura,  (dark  mountains,)  areour  national 
hmits,  on  that  side  of  the  confederacy.     Examine, 
if  you  please,  a  map  of  our  country;  compare  it 
With  that  of  other  nations.     Like  France,  we  are 
bounded  by  two  seas  and  two  mountains— the  At- 
lantic and   the  lakes  on  those  sides,  and  by  the 
mountains  West  and  South.     The  Rio  del  Norte 
IS  to  us  what  the  Rhine  is  to  France,  and  Texas 
IS  our  low  country— our  Netherlands.     Spain  au- 
thorized her  Minister  to  cede  all  as  far  as  the  Rio 
del  Norte;  wherefore  shall  we  surrender  all  beyond 
the  Sabine  ?     The  Minister  had  full  powers,'  and 
his  secret  instructions  permitted  him  to  cede  much 
farther  than  he  did— rumor  says,  a  large  portion 
01  IHew  Spam  ;  meaning  "Louisiana,  as  it  should 
be,^    to  the  Rio  del  Norte.     Why  did  we  yield? 
Why  not  adhere  to  every  acre?     The  Spaniard 
nad  fears,  and  our  interests  were  set  ofl!"  against  his 
lears— our  barriers  and  defences,  to  save  his  head. 
1  ne  commercial  interests  of  eight  States,  two  Ter- 


ritories, parts  of  two  States,  and  all  the  transmon- 
tane  regions  surrendered,  now  and  forever,  to  save 
a  Spaniard  from  potential  danger. 

New  Orleans,  he  said,  was  the  only  entrepot  for 
the  commerce  of  the  Mississippi  and  its  waters. 
No  city,  of  ancient  or  modern  times,  possessed  the 
same  advantages ;  certainly  none  of  ours  had  equal 
prospects  for  the  future.    It  was  destined  to  become 
the  great  emporium  of  the  new  world.     It  was  the 
heel  of  Achilles — our  vulnerable  point.     Florida, 
Texas,  and  Cuba,  are  the  great  military  and  naval 
positions  which  defend  the  city  and  its  commerce, 
or  threaten  it  with  invasion.     It  is  pTuliarly  ex- 
posed to  combined  operations — to  simultaneous  at- 
tacks by  land  and  water.     Let  i I  be  taken,  and  the 
tree  is  belted ;  the  country  above  it  will  deaden 
and  decay.     We  have  no  other  market.     Our  pro- 
duce will  perish  on  our  hands.     Expose  New  Or- 
leans, and  you  expose  our  interests  in   the  same 
proportion.     A  place  of  such  importance  should 
be  guarded  by  positions  which  bid  defiance  to  as- 
sault.    The  thr^e  |)ositions  he  had  named  belong 
properly  to  our  continent.    Cuba,  said  he,  we  shaU 
never  get ;  and  the  treaty  offers  to  surrender  Tex- 
as, leaving  us  Florida,  the  weakest  of  the  three,  to 
defend  the  city.      He  would  say  the  weakest,  be- 
cause he  should  hazard  nothing  in  affirmin<T  that 

Orleans  is  most  vulnerable  on  its  right  flanJt on 

the  side  of  Texas;  and  always  would  be  so,  until 
that  province  is  settled  by  our  people.     From  Flo- 
rida and  Cuba  the  line  of  attack  upon  New  Orb  ans 
is  by  water ;  the  land  route  from  East  Florida  Ink- 
ing impracticable  for  any  army  of  invasion.     The 
enemy  would  have  to  debark  itself  in  the  face  of 
defensive  armies,  an  operation  never  desirable,  and 
almost  always  dangerous.     Y\u\  the  base  of  a  cam- 
paign against  Orleans,  laid  in  Texas,  and  aided  by 
the  fine  horses  of  that  country,  and  the  facilities  of 
descent  by  the  Red  river  and  Mississippi,  would 
insure  success;  and,  even  if  defeated,  the  men  and 
means  of  that  defeat  would  cost  this  country  more 
than  twice  the  sum  which  would  at  this  day  pur- 
chase the  whole  province.     This  line  of  attack 
unites  all  the  advantages  of  land  and  w^ater  move- 
ments.    A  fleet  could  actively  operate  upon  the 
Gulf,  and  furnish  the  invading  army  with  supplies, 
by  the  rivers  and  bayous  of  the  country.     All  thia 
was  so  clear  to  him,  so  palpable,  that  he  marvelled 
greatly  at  those  who  could  not  see  it.     He  would 
ask,  if  New  Orleans  had  nothing  to  fear  from  a 
transfer  of  Texas  to  England?    Nothing  from  a 
coalition  between  England  and  New  Spain  ?   No- 
thing from  the  ambition  of  a  Creolian  Emperor  of 
Mexico,  possessing  the  very  sinews  of  war,  the 
mines  and  precious  metals,  and  .stimulated  by  the 
love  of  domination  ? 

England,  he  said,  had  fought  us  two  wars,  and 
committed  the  same  errors  in  each.  It  was  not  for 
him  to  expose  her  blunders ;  experience  would  not 
be  lost  upon  her;  she  could  feel  for  a  *;oft  place  as 
well  as  other  nations.  It  is  said  she  urges  Spain 
to  ratify  the  treaty;  and  it  is  also  said  that  she 
holds  a  secret  treaty  of  cession  for  the  island  of 
Cuba ;  that  has  been  denied.  Perhaps  it  is  only  a 
cession  of  Texas,  in  part  remuneration  for  subsi- 
dies furnished  during  the  war  in  the  Peninsula 
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against  Napoleon  and  King  Joseph.  Next  to  Cuba, 
it  is  the  most  important  acquisition  she  could  make 
upon  our  borders;  especially  if  she  intends  to  fight 
us  another  war.  She  would  then  hold  the  bar- 
riers of  our  country  on  each  flank — on  the  North 
and  South ;  and  whil»'  we  besiege  Q,uebec  she 
would  plunder  Orhans.  If  she  demands  the  pro- 
vince, can  Ferdinand  refuse  ?  Where  was  he, 
and  what  his  condition,  in  February  last?  At 
Madrid,  surrounded  by  discord  and  coiifusion;  his 
eofl'ers  empty  ;  his  subjects  mutinous  ;  and  his  army 
in  rebellion.  Where  is  he  now  ?  P«'rhaps  wing- 
ing his  aerial  flight  after  his  cousin  the  Duke  of 
Berri;  perhaps  an  exile  from  his  native  land,  liv- 
ing upon  the  bounty  of  the  allies  ;  perhaps  a  fugi- 
tive, houselesi  and  friendless  in  his  own  dominions ; 
perhaps  a  tenant  in  his  own  dungeons,  the  com- 
panion oi  State  criminals,  the  victims  of  his  mad 
policy. 

Mr.  T.  rejoiced  that  he  was  a  son  of  the  new 
world ;  a  citi/en  of  a  free  government ;  a  com- 
panion of  freemen.      Had  his  lot  been  cast  else- 
where, Ireland  of  choice  should  have  been  his  birth- 
place, the  land  of  hospitality  and  heroes,  of  patriots 
and  martyrs  ;  and,  next  to  Ireland,  France.     The 
French,  said  he,  are  a  brave  and  generous  people ; 
heroic,  magnanimous,  and  lofty  ;  their  renown  in 
arms  will  be  remembered,  when  th»'  dynasties  of 
the  BourlK)Us  and  Napoleons  are  forgotten.     They 
deserved  to  enjoy  a  bright  day  of  liberty,  of  which 
they  saw  only  the  twilight.      The  holy  alliance 
may  persuade  Louis  XVIII  to  abolish  the  law  of 
elections,  the  freedom  of  the  press,  and  the  trial  by 
jury,  and  to  revive  the  frffrendf  cachff ;  but  the  kinij 
should  bewiire.     The  spirit  of  freedom  in  France 
is  unbroken — it  only  sleeps — the  ultras  will  ruin 
him.    Even  now  his  power  totters  to  its  base.   But, 
as  to  his  cousin  Ferdinand,  he  dare  not  send  him 
subsidies.    He  dare  not  march  an  army  into  Spain. 
Frenchmen  may  fight  to  build  up  a  constitution, 
they  will  not  fight  to  put  one  down.     What  can 
Ferdinand  do  ?     Where  can  he  turn  for  succor  ? 
What  are  his  means  to  purchase  it  ?     His  colonies 
are  torn  away  by  revolution,  never  to  re-unite.   He 
has  nothing  lelt  but  Cuba,  and  Porto  Rico,  and 
Texas.     New  Spam  is  nothing,  because  Apodaca 
will  be  Emperor  of  Mexico,  whenever  time  and 
chance  will  favor  him.   Cuba  is  the  briffhtestgem 
upon  the  Crown  ;  that  comes  to  the  hammer  last. 
What  has  he  left  but  Texas,  which  is  available  to 
purchase  subsidies?      Like  other   bankrupts,    he 
must   surrender   his   effects,   and    England    must 
take   Texas  for  a   shilling   in    the  pound.     The 
purchase  would  give  her  commercial  advantage^ 
and  military  strength.     Would  she  value  it  for 
military  purnosts?     He  could  stale  a  fact  which 
would  serve  him  as  an  argument.   No  one.  he  said,  , 
nad  forgotten  theaflair  of  the  Chesapeake  ;  on  that 
occasion   the  war  whoop  resounded    through  all 
parts  of  the  Union;  England  heard  it,  and  began  i 
to  prepare  for  probable  events. 

An  oflScer  was  sent  to  New  Orleans,  to  make 
topographical  reports  of  the  country,  and  furnish 
plans  ol  campaign  against  the  city.  That  officer 
•suggested  three  plans.  1st.  By  Lake  Borgne,  and 
the  Mississippi.    This  was  the  assault  in  front,  or 


!  direct  line  of  attack.    2d.  By  Lake  Borgne,  Pon- 
chartrain,  Maurepas,  and  the  Iberville  river  de- 
,  scending  by  water  upon  New  Orleans.     This 'was 
the  attack   by  the  left  and  rear.    3d.  By  laying 
I  the  base  of  the  campaign  in  Texas,  and  crossing 
i  that  province,  descend  the  Red  river  and  Missis- 
sippi, and  strike  the  city.     This  was  the  line  of 
assault  by  right  and  rear.     In  each  plan  the  front 
;  was  to  be  held  in  check  by  the  co-operation  of  a 
fleet  upon  the  Gulf.     General  Pakenham  adopted 
the  first  plan,  with  what  success  need  not  be  told; 
the  world  and  history  would  long  remember  it. 
The  second  plan  might  have  conducted  him  to 
victory ;    but  the  third  was  then,  and  ever  will 
be.  the  best  and  most  certain  of  success,  because 
the  lines  of  approach  are  so  numerous  that  it  is 
impossible  to   fortify  against  them ;  and,  if  the 
attack  is  made  at  the  same  season  of  low  water 
when  supplies  and  reinforcements  cannot  descend 

the  Ohio,  Orleans  would  fall  beyond  a  doubt 

nothing  but  accident  and  mischance  could  sare 
it.  Let  gentlemen  look  at  a  map  of  that  country, 
and  mark  the  plans  referred  to,  and  the  facilities 
of  each,  and  compare  them  with  the  physical 
means  of  resistance  which  the  country  furnishes. 
Let  them  combine  the  effects  of  positions  on  each 
other,  their  action  and  re-action.  Let  them,  abore 
all,  remember  that  the  best  possible  plan  of  campaign 
is  that  in  which  the  invading  army  (without  weak- 
ening itself  by  detachments)  performs  en  masse  the 
double  operation  of  intercepting  supplies  and  rein- 
forcement, at  the  same  time  that  it  presses  a  siege, 
or  makes  an  escalade,  and  they  will  have  to  ad- 
mit that  Orleans  has  most  to  fear  from  the  pro- 
vince of  Texas. 

He  said,  he  had  no  intention  to  deceive  himself 
or  to  mislead  others.  He  had  no  complaint  to 
make  against  the  Cabinet  for  having  assented  to  the 
treaty.  He  was  sure  the  President  intended  to  do 
every  thing  he  could  in  favor  of  that  section  of 
the  Union,  consistent  with  his  general  duties  to  the 
nation,  and  that  it  would  give  him  peculiar  plea- 
sure to  put  the  finishing  touch  to  the  great  Missis- 
sippi question,  in  the  management  of  which  he 
had  been  so  conspicuous  from  its  origiri  to  this 
day,  and  for  which  distinguished  services  he  de- 
served all  the  applause  which  the  nation  had 
awarded  him.  Mr.  T.  knew  well  enough  that 
members  residing  at  different  parts  of  the  Union 
might  have  different  views  of  the  subject.  It  wa« 
his  settled  opinion  that  Texas  was  worth  more 
than  Florida,  and  he  would  express  his  sentiments 
with  the  frankness  of  a  freeman.  It  was  worth 
more  for  agricultural  purposes;  for  military  de- 
fence ;  for  maritime  protection  ;  for  a  hostage  of 
peace  between  us  and  Mexico.  As  a  colony  of 
England,  we  should  find  it  a  whip  of  scorpions. 
With  it  we  surrender  the  control  of  the  Coman- 
ches,  the  Lepans,  the  Tetans,  and  various  tribes 
of  Indians  who  inhabit  its  plains  and  mountains ; 
the  most  powerful  and  warlike  Indians  on  the 
continent — numbering  from  ten  to  twentv-five 
thousand  warriors,  of  great  muscular  strength  and 
vigorous  constitutions — mounted  upon  the  finest 
horses  in  our  country — the  Andalusian  blood  cross- 
ed with  Arabian.    I'hese  wild  men  are  the  uncoQ- 
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quered  descendants  of  Montezuma,  inhabiting  the 
Switzerland  of  New  Spain ;  a  determined,  vigil- 
ant, and  crafty  race — fruitful  in  stratagem,  skilful 
in  arms  and  horsemanship,  and  fierce  m  battle. 
They  are  the  Cossacks  of  America  ;  the  Spartans 
of  modern  times.  Let  no  man  despise  the  chil- 
dren of  the  Sun  ! 

What  if  England  should  get  the  province,  subsi- 
dize the  natives,  and  establish  a  line  of  posts  along 
our  Southern  border  ?  Is  experience  lost  upon 
us  1  Have  we  forgotten  the  rude  lessons  of  last 
war  ?  Here  we  are,  contesting  the  point  of  honor 
about  the  Missouri  expedition ;  listening  to  wise 
counsellors,  who  teach  us  the  value  of  Northwest- 
ern posts  ;  of  holding  checks  upon  the  Indians  in 
that  quarter,  and  counterchecks  upon  the  influ- 
ence of  British  traders,  and  at  the  sanie  time  ad- 
vise us  to  surrender  Texas ;  a  country  of  rich  soil 
and  mild  climate,  about  one  hundred  leagues  wide, 
and  extending  more  than  seven  hundred  miles 
along  our  Southern  frontier;  exposing  us,  thought- 
lessly and  carelessly,  to  the  vexations  and  dangers 
of  Indian  warfare  on  that  border,  but  carefully 
and  promptly  creating  counterguards  elsewhere. 
Here  we  protect  you  against  the  ruthless  savage ; 
there  we  expose  you  to  his  tender  mercies.  The 
contrast  struck  him  with  amazement.  France 
had  a  cordon  of  posts  around  us  while  we  were 
colonies  ;  she  had  forts  from  Quebec  up  the  Lakes, 
and  down  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  to  New  Or- 
leans. The  effect  was  not  forgotten.  In  the  war 
of  '56,  she  brought  the  Indians  upon  our  frontier 
from  Lake  George  to  the  swamps  of  Florida. 
The  blood  of  our  people  was  shed  in  copious 
streams ;  thousands  of  lives  were  sacrificed,  and 
millions  of  money  spent  in  repelling  the  barbarous 
invaders.  England  p  irsued  the  same  policy  dur- 
ing the  Revolution,  and  again  the  savages  laid 
waste  our  frontier  from  the  Mohawk  to  the  Oco- 
nee and  St.  Mary's,  in  Georgia. 

We  had  barely  recovered  from  this  blow,  when 
the  Mississippi  question  struck  us  with  consterna- 
tion and  dismay.  He  alluded,  he  said,  to  the 
famous  proposition  to  surrender  the  transmontane 
country  to  Spain.  We  shall  find  it  upon  the 
secret  journal ;  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  PiNCKNEv)  had  told  us  so  from  his 
place  in  this  House,  and  he  was  a  member  of  that 
Congress.  We  of  the  West  were  to  have  been 
pruned  off  from  the  Tree  of  Lil>erty ;  our  soil 
rented  to  a  foreign  despot ;  leased  for  a  term  of 
years;  ourselves  threatened  with  the  insolence  of 
Spanish  power,  and  the  horrors  of  Spanish  tyranny. 
Who  would  have  been  our  Viceroy  or  Captain 
General  ?  One  of  our  own  countrymen  ?  No, 
sir,  a  foreigner,  some  royal  parasite ;  a  myrmidon 
of  power;  a  bloody  and  merciless  Morillo,  with 
inquisition  at  his  heels,  to  crush  the  spirit  of  inde- 
pendence or  drive  us  from  the  country  ;  our  hardy, 
fearless  woodsmen,  after  surmounting  the  perils 
of  migration,  and  subduing  the  Spartans  of  the 
forest,  must  have  bowed,  silent  and  sullen,  to  the 
yoke  of  Spain,  or  paid  the  forfeit  of  resistance  in 
lingering,torments  to  glut  the  vengeance  of  unholy 
altars;  and  our  heroic,  enterprising  females,  after 
breastmg  the  tomahawk,  and  scalping-knife  of  sav- 


age war,  would  have  been  spared,  only  to  witness  the 
horror-breasting  scenes  exhibited  not  long  since  in 
Valencia  ;  the  blood  of  maiden  innocence,  gushing 
from  its  naked  limbs,  and  dripping  from  the  tor- 
ture and  the  rack.     That  thunderbolt  went  by ; 
and  now  another  comes.     Our  barriers  are  sur- 
rendered— bartered  away.    The  equivalent  is  noth- 
ing; barriers  have  no  equivalents ;  they  are  above 
its  standard ;  they  are  the  gift  of  God  to  nations; 
the  shield  and  buckler  of  defence ;  the  guards  and 
counterchecks  against  invasion.     The  great  En- 
gineer of  the  Universe  has  fixed  the  natural  limits 
of  our  country,  and  man  cannot  change  them; 
that  at  least  is  above  the  treaty-making  power. 
To  that  boundary  we  shall  go  ;  "  peaceaWy  if  we 
can,  forcibly  if  we  must ;"  beyond  it,  all  to  us  is 
worthless ;  we  would  not  have  it  as  a  gift ;  not  if 
Sfiain  would  give  a  dowry  with  it :  that  would 
lay  the   foundation  of  per}>etual   collisions;    the 
other  would  exclude  them  so  far  as  human  wis- 
dom can  avert  the   danger.     Boundaries  fix  the 
destiny  of  nations  for  peace  or  toar.     The  primary 
law  or  all  communities  is  self-defence,  protection 
from    assault,   shelter   from  invasion,  safeguards 
for  commerce,  and  commercial  depot.s.     They  who 
surrender  barriers,  betray  themselves ;  it  is  high 
treason  against  posterity ;  the  evil  ends  not  with 
time  present ;  it  operates  in  perpetuity.     Why  sell 
the   birthright  of    our  country  ?    Our  ancestors 
left  us  a  goodly  heritage  ;  let  us  preserve  it  unim- 
paired ;  we  are  responsible  for  the  estate,  audits 
abutments  and  defences;  not  to  those  who  have 
passed  away,  and   sleep  with  their  fathers  ;  no, 
sir,  to  ourselves;  to  this  nation,  the  only  free  one 
on  the  globe ;  to  a  long  line  of  succeeding  genera- 
tions ;    to   the   cause   of  freedom  and   humanity 
itself     Will  you  hazard  a  failure  of  this  great  po- 
litical experiment,  "in   the  full   tide  of  its  suc- 
cess ?"'     Will  you  jeopardize  the  integrity  of  the 
nation  by  surrendering  its  safeguards,  and  thereby 
inviting  foreign  Powers  to  seize  our  emporiums, 
and  smite  us  with  disunion  ?    No  act  of  his  should 
create  even  potential  danger  of  that  sort ;  his  vote 
should  be  against  such  measures  so  long  as  he 
had  a  place  in  the  councils  of  the  Union.     His 
solemn  protest  was  against  the  treaty;  it  cedes 
without  equivalents  ;  takes   private   property  for 
public  purposes,  and   repays  only  a  moiety;  ex- 
patriates  allodial    citizens ;   surrenders  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Multnomah  ;  girts  us  closely  up  with 
a  line  of  posts;    l»arters  away  our  corfee  land; 
surrenders    our    natural    boundary,   our    barriers 
against  Mexico  ;  exposes  the  emporium  of  western 
commerce,   and    violates  all    primary   principles 
which  govern  the  establishment  of  boundaries  and 
limits. 

Mr.  Anderson,  of  Kentucky,  said  that  he  re- 
gretted very  much  to  see  the  course  in  which  the 
gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him  had  thought 
proper  to  indulge  themselves.  A  course  which 
went  in  every  way  to  depreciate  Florida,  and  to 
give  to  Texas  such  exaggerated  advantages  as  he 
believed  no  country  ever  possessed.  He  had  never 
hfard  until  lately  that  the  acquisition  of  Florida 
was  not  eminently  desirable  to  this  country ;  not 
only  on  account  of  its  positive  advantages,  out  for 
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the  purpose  of  excluding  from  all  ownership  any 
foreign  Power,  whose  neighborhood  would  always 
be  unfriendly,  and  particularly  for  preventing  its 
occupation  by  a  Power  which  had  a  strong  naval 
force.  The  complete  natural  boundary  which  its 
possession  would  give  us,  its  tine  ports,  the  com- 
mand of  the  Gulf,  (an  advantage  always  in  the 
recollection  of  those  whose  productions  passed  to 
market  through  the  channel  of  the  Mississippi,) 
had  formed  the  reasons  which  induced  the  Ame- 
rican people  to  desire  it.  Without  having  any 
particular  information  on  the  subject,  which  was 
not  common  to  every  gentleman,  Mr.  A.  said  that 
he  had  yielded  to  tnose  reasons  which  seemed  so 
obvious,  and  had  partaken  of  the  general  anxiety. 
Public  sentiment  had  decided  on  the  importance 
of  the  acquisition,  and  the  Executive  department 
of  the  Government  has  been  stimulated  by  a  know- 
ledge of  the  universal  wish  that  Florida  should 
belong  to  us.  It  may  be  safely  affirmed  that  for 
many  years  the  people  have  never  looked  to  a  set- 
tlement of  our  differences  with  Spain,  without  com- 
bining with  that  adjustment  the  acquisition  of 
Florida.  So  strongly  had  it  seized  on  the  public 
mind  that  the  original  cause  of  our  negotiation 
with  Spain  had  become  only  an  incident  in  pub- 
lic sentiment.  This  general  anxiety  was  connect- 
ed, too,  with  a  belief  that  its  purchase  was  essential 
to  the  complete  suppression  of  the  Indian  hostilities, 
which  had  so  long  vexed  our  Southern  citizens. 

During  the  long  and  tedious  negotiations  which 
preceded  the  treaty  of  February,  1819,  this  gen- 
eral belief  had  been  cherished  and  augmented. 
Nothing  was  said  or  published  to  divert  the  public 
attention,  nor  to  show  the  people  or  the  Govern- 
ment that  they  attached  to  the  country  an  impro- 
per value.  But  it  is  now  becoming  the  fashionable 
opinion  that  if  the  treaty  is  ratified,  we  shall  have 
acquired  nothing  valuable ;  that  Florida  is  a  sand- 
bank ;  that  it  is,  at  any  rate,  what  we  can  do  very 
well  without  at  present.  All  the  value  which  we 
have  heretofore  attached  to  that  country  is  now 
transferred  to  Texas ;  the  climate  of  Texas,  its  soil, 
its  relation  to  the  Gulf,  its  tine  port,  its  high 
maritime  importance,  have  been  spoken  of  in  lan- 
guage of  the  highest  praise.  Mr.  A.  said  that 
much  of  this  may  be  true ;  the  map  showed  to  him 
the  climate,  and  he  had  heard  that  there  was  much 
fine  land.  But  the  nature  and  accuracy  of  the 
information  of  the  gentlemen,  he  presumed,  de- 
pended upon  authority  very  much  like  his  own  ; 
he  had  seen  very  few  people  who  had  ever  been 
there.  And  as  it  regarded  the  naval  importance 
of  the  country  and  the  fine  port  spoken  of,  he  would 
observe  that  he  considered  the  statements  of  the 
gentlemen  wholly  Mrrong.  The  general  opinion, 
founded  on  the  uncontradicted  statements  of  our 
naval  officers  and  others,  was,  that  there  is  no 
port  on  the  whole  coast ;  and  he  could  say 
that  he  had  never  heard  of  it,  until  it  was  men- 
tioned yesterday  by  his  friend,  the  Speaker.  It  had 
been  frequently  mentioned  as  a  peculiarity  and 
a  commercial  misfortune  attending  the  coast  of 
the  Gulf,  for  a  very  great  distance  to  the  south- 
ward of  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  that  there 
was  not  even  a  tolerable  harbor. 


I     Mr.  A.  said  he  thought  it  peculiarly  unfortunate 
that  gentlemen  should,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, when  the  acquisition  had  been  made  so 
far  as  the  authorities  of  our  Government  extended 
depreciate  that  which  we  had  gotten,  and  for  the 

Eayment  of  which  our  constituents  might  soon 
e  called  on  to  contribute,  and  should  endeavor  to 
enhance  the  value  of  that  country  which  the  same 
authorities  had  determined  did  not  belong  to  us. 
He  thought  such  a  course  might  have  a  very  un- 
happy effect  on  the  public  mmd :  and  he  depre- 
cated very  much  every  thing  which  would  now 
tend  to  produce  dissatisfaction  towards  a  treaty 
which  we  had  ourselves  promoted  and  ratified. 

On  the  subject  of  our  power  to  interfere,  in  the 
way  proposed,  Mr.  A.  said  he  had  no  difl5culty. 
He  believed  that  it  was  comj)etent  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  on  any  occasion  in  wluch  they 
might  constitutionally  interfere,  to  bring  to  punish- 
ment the  betrayers  of  the  public  trust,  or  which 
they  might  be  ultimately  called  on  to  aid  by  an 
appropriation  of  money,  to  anticipate  the  case,  and 
to  avert  the  evil,  which  the\'  foresaw  was  about  to 
fall  on  the  country.  He  believed  that  this  House, 
on  every  great  occasion,  might  so  far  imbody  and 
give  expression  to  public  sentiment,  as  to  declare 
by  resolution  its  opinion,  for  the  purpose  of  avert- 
ing a  great  national  calamity  which  the  treaty- 
making  power  or  any  other  department  was  about 
to  bring  on  the  country.  A  right  ultimately  to 
prosecute  the  offenders  seemed  itself  to  give  a  power 
to  avert  the  offence,  by  forewarning  the  agents. 
But,  while  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  right  of  the 
House  to  act  in  this  case,  in  which,  if  the  treaty 
were  made,  they  would  be  called  on  to  make  the 
appropriations  to  fulfil  it,  he  strenuously  contended 
that  no  case  had  been  made  out  to  justify  our  in- 
terference. The  utmost  ingenuity  of  gentlemen 
had  been  exerted  to  ascertain  whether  the  treaty 
were  a  good  or  a  bad  one.  Where  differences  of 
opinion  might  exist  as  to  its  policy,  it  was  essential 
that  the  treaty-making  power  snould  be  uncon- 
trolled; that  the  department  which  had  the  power 
to  act  should  act  on  its  own  responsibility ;  that 
the  exercise  of  this  power  should  in  no  way  be  con- 
trolled, nor  its  responsibility  shared  by  us.  With 
these  sentiments,  ne  could  have  wished  that  the 
resolutions  had  not  been  introduced.  If  they  had 
tended  towards  another  purpose,  to  which  an  allu- 
sion had  been  made  in  the  course  of  the  debate, 
they  should  have  had  his  cordial  support.  He 
would  most  cordially  co-operate  in  any  public 
measures  which  should  go  to  establish  between 
this  country  and  the  independent  Governments  of 
South  America  those  relations  which  he  believed 
the  feelings  of  our  citizens  and  the  just  claims  of 
those  Governments  required — relations  which  he 
believed  would  soon  exist  with  the  approbation  of 
every  one. 

There  is  another  consideration  which  should 
make  this  House  cautious  in  adopting  the  resolu- 
tions before  us — cautious  in  abandonmg  the  high 
ground  we  have  obtained  by  our  forbearance  and 
magnanimity.  The  course  of  this  protracted  ne- 
gotiation has  gained  to  us  much  honor  in  the  eyes 
of  the  world.    Although  we  have  failed  as  yet  in 
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getting  a  recompense  for  the  wrongs  done  to  us, 
we  have  acquired  a  character  which  was  worth 
much  more.  We  have  shown  to  the  world  that 
we  sought  justice,  not  aggrandizement ;  we  have 
shown  that  we  could  abstam  from  war,  even  when 
our  adversary  had  given  to  us  the  amplest  justifi- 
cation. We  have  defeated  the  malicious  predic- 
tions of  the  politicians  of  Europe,  who  declared 
that  we  only  sought  an  apology  for  seizing  on  Flor- 
ida. The  present  state  of  the  negotiation  has  just 
Iwrought  those  Courts  to  the  acknowledgment  (a 
proud  one  for  us)  that  we  sought  only  peace  and 
a  fair  settlement. 

But,  if  we  pass  these  resolutions,  we  suddenly 
relinquish  this  high  ground,  and  assume  the  sta- 
tion of  our  adversary.  For  fourteen  years  we  have 
been  urgent,  Spain  reluctant ;  we  have  pressed, 
Spain  has  receded  ;   but  now,  when  there  is  an 

indication  of  peace,  we  suddenly  change  sides 

Spain  presses,  and  we  recede.     We  thereby  defeat 
all  our  declarations  of  anxiety  for  peace ;  we  charge 
as  unequal  the  terms  which  for  several  months 
have  been  regarded  as  the  terms  of  peace,  and 
which  have  been  sanctioned  by  all  the  authorities 
of  the  Government.     This  course  would  present 
the  American  Government  in  a  point  of  view 
wholly  different  from  the  one  in  which  her  con- 
duct throughout  the  negotiation  had  placed  her. 
It  would  manifest  a  variableness  of  public  counsel 
— an  instability  of  decision — in  no  way  calculated 
to  maintain  our  character  among  foreign  nations, 
or  among  our  own  citizens.     Such  a  political  fic- 
kleness would  create  at  home  and  abroad  a  distrust 
of  the  permanence  of  all  our  public  measures.     It 
must  be  borne  in  mind,  too,  that  this  House  has 
approved  the  treaty  in  the  most  solemn  manner  in 
which  it  can  act — by  the  passage  of  a  law.     A 
bill  was  introduced  and  passed  for  the  purpose  of 
executing  the  treaty,  in  all  those  parts  which  were 
susceptible  of  immediate  execution,  and  for  estab- 
lishing a  provisional  government  in  Florida.     It 
has  been  said  that  this  bill  passed  without  discus- 
sion.    This  was  true,  only  because  there  was  no 
objection  or  dissent.     The  forms  of  our  Govern- 
ment do  not  admit  any  further  ratification  than 
this  treaty  has  received.     It  received  the  approba- 
tion of  that  department  to  which  such  duties  are, 
in  the  first  in.^tance,  assigned.    The  House  of  Rep^ 
resentatives   then    originated   and    the  Congress 
passed  a  law  for  carrying  it  inio  t-ffect.     He  did 
not  contend,  for  a  moment,  that  the  treaty  was 
now  binding  on  us— the  King  of  Spain  having 
failed  to  ratify  it  within  the  time  prescril>ed.     But, 
Mr.  A   said,  he  could  jjot  consent  so  soon  to  con- 
tradict the  formal   declarations  which  we   have 
made  to  the  world,  and  now  declare  to  our  own 
citizens  that  we  have  ratified  a  treaty  which  was 
not  only  unequal,  but  unconstitutional.     He  would 
leave  to  the  President  and  Senate  the  further  ne- 
gotiation of  the  subject;  and,  whether  any  recent 
circumstances  had  occurred,  which  would  induce 
them  to  reject  those  terms  of  settlement  to  which 
they  had  lately  assented,  he  would  submit  to  them, 
and  let  rest  on  their  responsibility  the   duty  of 
making  such  an  adjustment  as  our  rights  demanded. 
Mr.  A.  saw  nothing  in  the  whole  course  of  this 


transaction  which  called  on  us  for  our  interference. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  circumstance  of  the  Pres- 
ident and  Senate  having  made  one  treaty,  which 
we  did  approve,  gave  any  evidence  that  they  would 
now  make  one  which  we  did  not. 

He  would  now  proceed  to  consider  the  resolution 
presented  by  the  Speaker,  in  reference  to  its  appli- 
cation, without  attending  closely  to  the  phraseology. 
In  its  operation,  it  contained  a  denial  of  the  right 
of  the  treaty-making  power  to  declare  the  Sabine 
river  as  the  western  limit  of  Louisiana.     Although 
in  form,  the  first  member  of  the  resolution  pur- 
ported to  be  a  declaration  that  the  President  and 
Senate  could  not  cede  any  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States,  still  its  meaning  is  so  far  explained 
by  the  second  resolution  and    the  speech  of  the 
Speaker,  that  it  was  fair  to  consider  it  in  its  opera- 
tion, and  not  in  its  abstract  form.     This  view  of 
the  subject  would  save  him  from  a  most  laborious 
discussion,  which  an  examination  of  the  question 
of  ceding  territory  belonging  to  the  United  States 
would  involve.     Whether  the  power   to  acquire 
territory  does  include  a  power  to  cede  ?     Whether 
territory  be  as  much  under  the  regulation  of  treaties 
as  other  property  ?     Whether  there  Ix'  any  limita- 
tion of  the  treaty-making  power,  in  relation  to  ter- 
ritory, produced  by  any  special  exception  in  the 
Constitution  ;  and,  indeed,  what  are  the  limitations 
to  this  power  ?  are,  singly,  questions  of  great  mag- 
nitude; some  of  which  will  probably  produce  much 
unpleasantcontention  before  they  are  finally  settled. 
He  was,  however,  happy  to  think  that  the  present 
case  required  no  such  discussion.     It  was  sufficient 
for  him  to  show  that  the  treaty,  as  concluded,  was 
within  the  powers  of  the  department  which  made 
it,  without  indulging  in  any  speculations  on  the 
construction  of  the  Constitution  on  other  contro- 
verted points.     His  single  aim,  then,  was  to  show 
that  the  President  and  Senate  might  safely  declare, 
in  a  treaty  of  limits,  that  the  disf)uted  province  of 
Trxas  was  not  included  within  the  possessions  of 
the   United  States,  without  at  all  assuming  tho 
power  to  cede  any  of  the  public  territory. 

To  present  the  proposition,  with  distinctness,  to 
the  Committee,  it  may  be  stated  that  there  are  thrct; 
situations,  in  one  of  which  the  province  of  Texas 
must  be  placed  : 

1st.  It  may  belong  to  Spain  certainly  ; 
2d.  Or  to  us  ; 

3d.  Or  it  may  be  disputed  territory. 
In  the  first  mentioned  state  of  the  case,  there 
could  be  no  difficulty  ;  there  could  be  none  in  re- 
cognising that  which  previously  existed.  That 
supposition,  then,  will  be  no  farther  pursued.  The 
second  case,  then,  produces  the  difficulty,  and  is 
the  only  one  on  which  the  resolutions  can  be  main- 
tained. There  is  no  pretence  for  sustaining  the 
resolutions  until  it  is  first  shown  that  Texas  be- 
longs to  us ;  but  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  prove 
it.  The  very  ground  on  which  the  demand  of 
gentlemen  for  our  votes  must  be  supported  has  not 
been  touched.  The  debate  has  assumed,  as  a  fact, 
that  which  the  Spaniards  have  never  conceded,  and 
which,  in  fourteen  years  of  negotiation,  we  have 
never  been  able  to  determine.  It  has  assumed,  as 
a  fact,  that  which  we  may  all  believe,  but  which, 
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inasmuch  as  there  is  no  standard  between  nations  [  know  it ;  I  can  prove  it  fhrxi  it  is  a  vain  declani 
to  measure  the  respective  rights  of  each,  must  be  !  tion;-of  what  avail  can  it  iS  when  the  SnaniaS" 
uncertain,  so  long  as  both  parties  assert  their  claims.  |  standing  on  the  land,  says  ''  tTmiie    &'!' 
Probably  no  American  has  ever  read  the  long  dis-  |  and  thefe  is  no  judge  between  u  ?™  It  is  a  matte^r 
cussionsonthis  subject,  which  have  been  conducted  !  not  susceptible  of  demonstration     anl    f  *  ™?"*'^ 
by  the  secretaries  of  the  two  countries  without  an  j  tribunal  t'o  which  eithe?  istund'to  submr  T^e 
ardent  wish  to  find  proofs  to  sustain  the  claims  of  '  result  certainly  is  that  the  western  limi.^fr      •  • 
his  country  to  the  farthest  boundaries  contended  (  ana  has  ever  iLin   o  uncertirnThat  ^adfu^^^^^^^^^ 
for  ;  and  very  few  of  us  have  ever  read  without    is  clearly  within  the  power  which  has  acedoTrr 
finding  that  for  which  we  all  looked.     But  these    It  seems  to  have  been  admTttid   that  where  tip 
reasons  are  of  no  avail,  so  long  as  there  is  no  com-    extent  of  a  purchase  of  tmUory  wL'  ZuTe^^ 
S»?hT  h"'  .  °  ?^°'''  '^T'  .^^'-  ''•  ^'^'  ^'^^°'    ^he  President  and  Senate  ^7 iHreatv  defi^I 
tl  )L^     t  TF  '°'°  '^  ^**'™^'?  ^"^'^^'"^  °^    '''  boundaries.     Nothing  can  be  more  pUin  than 
M^w?    kT^'.K    ^'  considered  utterly  useless  to    that  the  same  power  which  can  aTqiire  Sito^ 

?h?Hn,       K  ^r^n'''°^'^"P'"PP''''°"*^"^^^"    '^^'^  '^^fi"^  ^he  extent  of  the  aS   fon    "r    m' 
the  House,  but  should  attempt  to  show  that  the    other  words  declare  how  much  it  Ll^.^    k' 
country  relerred  to  was  in  the  third  class ;  or  was  '      There  is  not^t^w  n^h  can,  u  d  '  thedttHiu 

The  history  of  the^  transaction  shows,  that  the    '!^:r[:.:{::^:^''1^^  ^  ""^^J ^^ 

ownership  ol  this  province  has  never  ceased  to  be    l.arly  the  attribute  of  the  depaTtment  toThicrhl" 

ofTm '"''in.  ?h''  '^"'  V  'r  ^."."  ™°™^"^    1°"^'  '^'  peace-making  X       Froni  the  ve^ 
?f!l!°:\'•°'^^^".""^'"^'P".••^b^^^.«!  Louisiana,    great  exteit  of  our  territory,  and  the  undefinS 


at  which  our  claims  were  admitted  by  the  other 
contracting  party.  There  are  three  facts,  which 
alone  must  assign  this  country  to  that  class,  in 
which  he  had  placed  it. 

Spain  has  never  agreed  that  it  belonged  to  us. 

We  have  never  had  possession 


...V,    ^....vu    N^>ai<.o  a|7uiuT  CU  lilt. 

arranircments  made  by  the  American  officers  with 
the  Spanish  commandant,  in  1806,  by  which  the 
Spaniard  was  to  retire  with  his  forces  beyond  the 
Sabine;  and  neither  party  was  to  molest  the  other 
on  their  respective  banks.  This  arrangement  was 
made  by  the  military  officer  for  a  temporary  pur- 
pose, but  was  acquiesced  in  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  as 


stateof  Its  limits,  on  several  sides,  this  power  must 
be  frequently  called  into  exercise.  Its  frequent 
operation  on  the  settlement  of  differences  of  this 
kind,  must  have  been  contemplated  by  the  con- 
vention ;  and  it  could  never  have  been  intended 
that,  in  a  general  grant  of  the  power,  it  should  be' 


Tho  Presiden.  „f  .he  Uni.ed  S.a.cs  approved  .he    c^s'.rued  ^noT  ■.;'  ^  p  Tse^T-hi-eh  had"'been 

ranircments  made  bv  thp  Amnr  #.on  «ffi««,^,.,;.i.    ; ■  vi..  i.     ^'  *  .'"  ^^«»si  ,  wuicn  nan  oeen 


invariably,  in  all  countries,  the  subjects  of  its  ope- 
ration. In  the  short  course  of  our  history,  treaties 
have  been  made,  in  which  boundaries  theretofore 
uncertam,  have  been  fixed  ;  and  territory  before 
uncertain  as  to  its  ownership,  has  been  declared  to 
k'long  to  us,  or,  to  the  other  contracting  party,  as 
It  should  fall  on  the  one  or  the  other  side  of  the 


appears  by  his  Message  at  the  succeeding  session,  i  desi<rnated  line 

h^n"h;i'.  r""  y'"'^^*'^''''^"^ '»«^  'V""'y  P^'P^"^"'  '  ^'  *^^^  b^^»  contended,  althou^^h  the  Senate 
irwonM  uTfi  i7f '7"  •'"'''  °*  '''''  V^xrch^^e.  I  might  Constitutionally  declare  the  boundarfes  of 
whTl  ^f,'^'^^"'^^«'^T'^^nyc'rc"mstances  I  a  territory  till  then  uncertain  that  i^the  nreint 
which  would  more  certainly  affix  on  this  country    case  there  was  a  cession  of  teV  hoy      A  liulelx 

J^otrainr  Y^^''^^''^"'"!^  territory;-  there  is  amination  of  the  subject  will  .honhatlh^^tre^fv 
no  trait  of  such  a  character  absent.     After  volumes    "-.  lit,,  „n  «.k„_..  J_  ■_  r.    .,  '"^^  '"i^  "??^y 

have  been  written  by  the  agents  of  the  Govern- 
ments, to  maintain  their  respective  rights,  it  would 
now  indeed  be  extraordinary  to  declare  that  its 
ownership  was  not  a  subject  of  negotiation  ;  for,  if 
the  fanal  settlement  is  not  within  the  power  of  the 
department  which  has  acted  on  it,  the  previous  ne- 
gotiation has  been  idle. 

We  hold  the  deed  of  cession,  >yhich  we  declare, 


was,  like  all  others,  made  for  the  purpose  of  settling 
limits.  ^ 

The  usual  mode  of  settling  disputed  bounda- 
ries, is  by  appointinij,  in  the  treaty,  commission- 
ers lor  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  and  settling  the 
lines  left  uncertain  in  some  previous  treaty ;  this 
was  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  Treaty  of  Ghent. 
But  It  IS  perfectly  plain  that  the  two  contracting 
parties  might,  without  the  intervention  of  commis- 


£rants  the  countrv  to  ii/.  TkiL  q  i  'Ta     r    '"*""^   . '^"^'  '^^•^'^""t  the  intervention  of  commis- 

f^Siry  and   den7es  that'  Th^  .     f""  l'''^'^"  *''"  i  ''"""''''  ^^^'^  ^"^'^^^^  ^'^^^^  ^^^^"^  ^he  limits  of  the 
WhenhisremeXreS    hat^L  "".      ''I  •».    termory.     The  substitution  of  commissioners  is 

iTno  common  arbi^^^^  nations  there  :  used  as  a  matter  of  convenience  only.     In  the  pres- 

^  b^  i^cTtained  our  cllirn    J^f  "^^''  of  each    ent  case,  they  mi^hthave  been  appointed  to  a^er- 
t^worTdb^  considered  eo^^^^  '°  '^^  *^F\of  1  tarn  what  were  tSe  true  houndariis  of  Louisiana; 

!!.!Z![!r  „r  l°'i''^.";l*''l".^''  ."P**"^"^'  '"f^^d'  the    but  It  is  equally  certain,  that  the  parties  may  them- 


possession  of  our  adversary  should  create  in  his  be- 
half a  presumption  against  us.  Our  own  convic- 
tions that  the  country  is  within  Louisiana  can 
have  n6  effect ;  as  there  is  no  test  by  which  it  can 
be  demonstrated.  An  American  statesman  may 
rise  and  declare,  that  "Texas  belongs  to  us;  I 


selves  decide  and  declare  theliraits.  If  these  agents 
had  been  appointed,  and  had  agreed  upon  the  same 
line  which  the  late  treaty  contemplates,  there 
would  then  have  been  no  doubt  of  the  power  of 
the  Senate  to  ratify  the  decision.  Can  there  be 
any  more  doubt  of  the  power  of  the  Senate  to  de- 
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clare  that  the  Sabine  is  the  true  line,  without  any  |  view,  Texas  has  many  more  features  of  a  disputed 
reference  to  commissioners  ?  Whenever  a  coun-  country  than  those  islands  had. 
try  is  granted  by  name,  as  was  the  case  in  the  in-  '  The'  late  convention  concluded  at  London  in 
stance  of  Louisiana,  if  there  be  any  misunderstand-  181S,  shows  that  on  the  subject  of  wild  and  unde- 
ing  as  to  its  extent,  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  fined  boundaries,  even  a  liberal  construction  has 
defining  limits  is  indispensable.  Are  the  President  been  indulged,  for  the  purposes  of  promoting  tran- 
and  Senate  to  be  restrained  from  declaring  that  quillity  in  the  settlement  of  conflicting  claira.s.  In 
our  claim  does  not  extend  to  a  certain  pari  of  the  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783,  it  was  declared  that 
territory,  because  others  may  think  that  it  does  ?  the  northwestern  boundary  of  the  United  States 
By  who^e  opinion  shall  we  abide  .?  Shall  we  sub-  should  be  a  line  drawn  -from  the  most  north- 
mit  to  his  judgment  who  says  that  we  own  the  i  western  point  of  the  Lake  of  the  Wood.s,  on  a  due 
land  to  the  Colorado,  and  cannot  give  it  up  ?  or  to  west  course,  to  the  river  Missisi,ippi."'  In  the  late 
hisjwhoonlyclaimsto  the  Trinity,  and  admits  that  convention,  that  line  is  rejected,  and  it  is  agreed 
there  is  no  harm  in  declaring  that  tlie  balance  be- ,  that  a  line  from  the  same  iwint  on  the  Lake  aloni? 
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longs  to  Spain?  Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  but  one 
safe  guide.  The  power  which  acquired  the  coun- 
try must  declare  the  extent  of  the  acquisition. 

The  language  of  the  treaty  has  been  referred  to, 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  a  cession  of  terri- 


the  49th  degree  of  north  latitude,  shall  be  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  United  States,  from  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  Stony  Mountains. 
Under  this  regulation,  it  is  very  uncertain,  on  ac- 
count of  our  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  country, 


tory  was  in  the  contemplation  of  the  negotiators.  ,  whether  Ave  shall  gain  or  lose  by  the  change;  but 
Mr.  A.  said,  that  he  considered  the  treaty  as  he  i  it  is  very  certain,  that  the  ancient  limit  is  changed, 
should  consider  any  other  written  instrument,  by  In  the  case  now  under  debate,  we  do  not  contend 
its  legal  operation.  He  thought  that  the  word  for  a  power  to  change  the  Ixjundariis.  but  merely 
"cede,"  was  improperly  i;»ed ;  but  it  was  an  im-  to  declare  what  those  boundaries  are. 
propriety  only  in  phrase.  The  intention  of  the  ,  But  do  gentlemen  see  with  clearness  the  conse^ 
clausewas,  clearly,  a  designation  of  boundary  only,  quence  to  which  a  doctrine  would  lead,  which 
If  the  result  was  within  the  Constitutional  powers  j  should  deny  to  the  President  and  Senate  the  pow- 
of  the  President  and  Senate,  it  would  be  unneces-  j  er  of  determining  by  treaty,  that  Texas  or  any 
sary  cavilling  to  censure  the  language  in  which  j  other  rontrov«rttd  territory,  to  which  we  had  a 
the  exeroise  of  that  power  was  expressed.  |  claim,  but  never  had  possesion,  did  not  belong  to 

Mr.  A.  said  that  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  offered  a  i  us  ?  '  ^Vhat  tribunal  would  they  propose,  to  set- 
vetY  strong  ca.se  in  illustration  of  the  idea  which  tie  the  controversy  ?  If  they  reject  the  one  which 
he  had  endeavored  to  present  to  the  Committee  in  j  we  propose,  there  is  no  other  te>t  hut  the  sword, 
the  course  of  his  observations.  The  doctrine  which  '  The  result  would  be,  that,  in  every  case  of  disput- 
prevaUed  in  that  negotiation,  and  which  has  been  ed  lines,  unless  our  neighbour  would  uncondition- 
sanctioned  by  every  department  of  our  Govern-  i  ally  relinquish  to  the  lull  extent  of  our  claims, 
ment,  establishes  the  position  that  territory,  which  |  our  pretensions  mu>t  be  as.serted  by  war ;  and  that 
has  been  in  our  posses.sion,  and  formed  a  part  of  i  war  could  not  be  abandoned,  however  disastrous 
a  State,  may,  by  circumstances,  .so  far  become  |  it  might  be,  until  we  had  completely  succeeded. 
disDuted  territory,  as  to  be  placed  under  the  con-  j  No  treaty  could  be  sooner  made,  because  it  would 
trol  of  the  treaty-making  power.  Certain  islands  ]  cede  a  part  of  our  territorv.  And  in  the  case  of 
in  the  Bay  of  Passamaquoddy,  which  had  been  in  I  Texas,  how  long  should  we  fight  for  it?  Until 
our  possession  since  the  treaty  of  peace  in  1783,  !  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  of  opinion 
and  formed  a  part  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  that  it  does  not  belong  to  us  ?  The  very  moment, 
were,  by  the  fortune  of  the  late  war,  thrown  into  in  which  you  take  from  the  Senate  the  power  of 
the  hands  of  the  enemy.  At  the  making  of  the  determining  the  right  to  the  property,  you  are  on 
treaty  in  lS14,the  British  Commissioners,  in  behalf  the  ocean  without  a  pilot.  The  opinion  of  each 
of^^^irCrovernment,  set  up  a  claim  to  those  islands,  I  individual  in  the  community  is  entitled  to  equal 
which  they  asserted  had  belonged  to  them  during  |  weight  in  this  consideration'.  To  the  man  who 
the  whole  time  that  we  had  passessed  them.  This  i  thinks  that  the  country  is  ours,  a  treaty  involving 
claim,  so  stale,  was  still  considered  as  of  sufficient  a  relinquishment  of  it  will  be  unconstitutional, 
importance  to  form  the  subject  of  a  separate  stipu-  while  to  him  who  is  of  a  different  opinion,  it  will 
lation,  and  commissioners  were  ap|)ointed  '-to  de- 1  be  valid  and  without  objection.  The  mischiefs  of 
cide  upon  the  >aid  claims,  according  to  such  evi-  }  that  construction,  which  must  be  to  substitute  the 

'  .IpnPP  .1*.  ^hniihi  K^  i..„i  iw.f,.,.  .K. K. c   5,^ord  for  the  Senate,  could  not  be  obviated  by  the 

arbitration  of  any  foreisrn  or  disinterested  Power. 
This  would  be  entirely  inadmissible,  as  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  could  not  refer  to  others  a  decision 
on  a  point,  which  they  themselves  had  no  au- 
thority to  decide. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  wished  it  understood,  that  he 
applied  his  arguments  only  to  a  country  situated 
like  Texas ;  a  country  which  was  really  in  dis- 

Eute,  one  to  which  we  had  a  claim,  but  which  we 
ad  never  possessed. 
Mr.  Rhea  observed,  that  two  resolutions  had 


'  dence  as  should  be  laid  before  them  on  the  part  of 
'  His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States, 
'  respectively."  Here,  then,  is  a  case  in  which 
territory,  for  more  than  thirty  years  in  our  posses- 
sion, has  become  the  subject  of  negotiation.  No 
one  can  for  a  moment  doubt,  that  our  plenipoten- 
tiaries might,  if  they  had  considered  themselves 
sufl5ciently  acquainted  with  the  subject,  have  de- 
clared where  the  line  should  be,  or,  in  other  words, 
to  whom  the  islands  did  belong,  without  substitut- 
ing commissioners  to  ascertain  it.  The  slightest 
consideration  will  show,  that,  in  every  point  of 
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been  submitted,  and  were  under  consideration,  to 
wit: 

"  lieaolced.  That  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  vests  in  Congress  the  power  to  iliiipose  of  the 
territory  belonging  to  them,  and  th.it  no  treaty  pur- 
porting to  alienate  any  portion  thereof  i«  valid,  with- 
out the  concurrence  of  (congress." 

This  resolution  seems  to  contain  several  propo- 
sitions, viz:  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  vests  in  Cong^ress  the  power  to  dispose  of 
the  territory  belonging  to  them ;  that  no  treaty 
purporting  to  alienate  any  portion  thereof  is  valid  ' 
Avithout  the  concurrence  of  Congress;  that  a  treaty 
purporting  to  alienate  any  portion  thereof  is  valid 
with  the  concurrence  of  Congress.  A  treaty  being 
a  compact  with  some  foreign  Power,  another  prop- 
osition presents  itself,  viz.,  that  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  vests  in  Congress  the  power  to 
alienate,  by  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power,  any  por- 
tion of  their  territory. 

It  appears  as  if  the  first  resolution  endeavors  to 
bottom  itself  on  the  second  clause  of  the  tiiird  sec- 
tion of  the  fourtii  article  of  the  Constitution.  That 
clause  declares  that  "Congress  shall  have  power 
'  to  dispose  of  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regu- 
'  lations  respecting  the  territory  or  other  property 
'  belonging  to  the  United  States ;  and  nothing  iii 
*  this  Constitution  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  pre- 
'  judice  any  claims  of  the  United  States  or  of  any 
'  particular  State." 

It  will  be  observed,  that  the  word  treaty  is  not 
used  in  this  clause,  in  relation  to  the  disposing  of 
the  territory  belonging  to  the  United  States;  and, 
inasmuch  as  territories  are  not  disposed  of  or  trans- 
ferred by  any  power  to  a  foreign  Power,  otherwise 
than  by  treaty,  except  in  cases  of  conquest,  it  fol- 
lows that  the  lirst  part  of  that  clause  of  the  third 
section  only  empowers  Congress  to  dispose  of  and 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  for  survey- 
ing and  dividing  into  such  portions  as  shall  have 
been  judged  proper  for  the  disposition  and  sale,  to 
the  people  of  these  United  States,  for  cultivation 
and  habitation,  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  the  ffovernment  thereof,  in  territorial  form, 
and  no  more.  That  clause  of  the  Constitution 
cannot,  by  any -forced  interpretation,  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  empower  Congress  to  alienate,  by 
treaty,  to  any  foi^eign  Power,  any  part  or  portion  of 
the  territory  belonging  to  the  itnited  States;!  and 
this  is  evident  by  the  last  part  of  that  clause,  which 
declares,  "and  nothing  in  this  Constitution  shall 
be  so  construed  as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the 
United  States  or  of  any  particular  State."  It  is  to 
be  regretted  that  that  sentence  in  the  second  clause 
of  the  third  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the 
Constitution  has  not  been  made  a  separate  and 
distinct  article ;  by  having  been  made  a  separate 
and  distinct  article,  it  would  have  been  more  con- 
spicuous; controlling  and  prohibiting  every  at- 
tempt to  dispose  of  and  make  rules  and  regulations, 
under  the  pretension  of  being  needful,  respecting 
the  territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  to  the  prejudice  of  any  claims  of 
the  United  States ;  that  is,  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  or  to  the  prejudice  of  any  claims  of 


any  particular  State;  that  is,  of  the  people  of  any 
State,  either  generally  or  individually. 

The  power  vested   in  Congress  by  that  second 

clause  of  the  third  section,  "to  dispose  of  and 

i  '  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting 

1  '  the  territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the 

!  '  United  States,"  is,  notwithstanding  the  gener- 

!  ality  of  the  terms  expressing  that  power,  restrained 

and  limited,  not  only  by  the  verb  dvfpose,  which 

;  signifies  to  divide,  or  to' set  apart  separately,  but 

;  also  conclusively,  by   the  last   sentence   in   that 

j  clause,  declaring,  "and  nothing  in  this  Constitu 

tion  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prejudice  any  claims 

of  the  United  States  or  of  any  particular  State;" 

and  therefore  is  of  an  internal  and  economical 

nature  only,  and  not  in  any  manner  empowering 

Congress  to  alienate,  by   treaty,   to  any  foreign 

Power,  any  portion  of  the  territory  belonging  to 

the  United  States. 

The  first  proposition  in  the  first  resolution  may, 
in  respect  to  the  object  of  that  resolution,  be  con- 
sidered as  relating  to  territory  absolutely  and  defi- 
nitely belonging  to  the  United  States,'  and  this 
seems  to  be  the  principle  assumed  in  the  first  reso- 
lution. If,  then,  it  be  correct  that  territory  does 
absolutely  and  definitively  belong  to  the  United 
States,  I  do  not  admit,  said  Mr.  U.,  that  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  vests  in  Congress 
power  to  alienate,  by  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power, 
any  portion  of  that  territory. 

To  alienate,  by  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power, 
territory  absolutely  and  definitively  belonging,  pur- 
suant to  the  Constitution,  to  any  parti ct^ar  State 
of  the  United  States,  will  prejudice  the  claims  of 
that  State,  and  is,  therefore,  prohibited  by  the 
second  clause  of  the  third  section  of  the  fourth 
article  of  the  Constitution.  To  alienate,  by  treaty, 
to  any  foreign  Power,  territory  absolutely  and  de- 
finitively belonging  to  the  United  States,  will  pre- 
judice the  claims  of  the  United  States,  and  is, 
therefore,  prohibited  by  the  second  clause  of  the 
third  .section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. Hence,  it  is  concluded  that  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  does  not  vest  in  Congress  any 
power  to  alienate  by  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power, 
territory  absolutely  and  definitively  belonging,  pur- 
suant to  the  Constitution,  to  any  particular  State 
of  these  United  States;  and  that  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  does  not  vest  in  Congress  any 
power  to  alienate,  by  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power, 
territory  absolutely  and  definitively  belonging  to 
the  United  States,  or  that  has  been,  or  may  be  in- 
corporated into  this  Union,  The  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  does  vest  in  Congress  power  to 
dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regula- 
tions respecting,  the  territory  or  other  property 
belonging  to  the  United  States  in  the  District  of 
Columbia;  but  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  does  not  vest  in  Congress  any  j)Ower  to 
alienate,  by  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power,  any  part 
or  portion  of  the  territory  or  other  property,  be- 
longing to  the  United  States  in  the  District  of 
Columbia.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
does  vest  in  Congress  the  power  to  dispose  of,  and 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting 
the  territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the 
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United  States  in  the  State  of  Loui^iana,  and  in 
the  territories  of  Missouri,  and  Arkansas,  and 
Michigan ;  but  the  Constitution  does  not  ve^t  in 
Congress  any  power  to  alienate,  by  treaty,  to  any 
foreign  Power,  any  portion  of  the  territory  or 
other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States  in 


belong  to  the  United  States,  in  virtue  of  the  Treaty 
ot  Paris,  of  April,  1803,  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  does  not  vest  in  Congress  any  power 
to  alienate,  by  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power,  the 
territory  or  province  of  Texas,  or  any  portion 
thereof.     Spam    has  not  ratified   the  late  treaty 


♦k«  <a»o»«^f  f         ^    =-  T —  ...  ,  W....VW..     ►jjmiu    iia>  uoi  raunou   me  laie  treaty 

the  State  of  Louisiana  or  m  the  territories  of  j  within  the  time  limited  for  that  purpose  If  for 
Mi^ouri,  Arkansas,  or  Michigan.  All  these  are,  !  that  reason,  that  treaty  be  of  no  eflit  the  claim 
with  the  other  States  of  these  United  States,  in-  i  and  right  of  the  Unitld  Suites,  whateVe  it  wL? 
corporated  into  this  Union.  If  the  Constitution  of  by  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  to  the  te  riTory  or  provrnce 
the  United  States  vests  in  Congress  the  power  to  of"  Texas,  reinains  as  'it  was  ;  and  the  cC  anS 
ahenate,  by  treaty  to  any  foreign  Power,  territory  !  right  of  Spain,  whatever  it  was,  to  the  province 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  the  Constitution  or  territory  of  Texas,  remains  as  it  was '^  There 
does  then  vest  in  Congress  power  to  alienate,  by  ;  appear  to  be,  if  the  late  treaty  with  Spain  be  of 
treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power  the  territories  of  no  eftVct,  two  claims,  one  of  the  United  States,  the 
Arkansas  and  Missouri,  and  the  Slate  of  Louis-  other  of  Spain,  for  the  t.-rritory,  that  is,  the  terri- 
iana,oranyother  State  or  territory  of  these  United  |  tory  or  province  of  Texas  lyin-  wt-t  of  the  Sa- 
States,  notwithstanding  they  all  are  incorporated  I  bine,  ftow  is  this  diversity  of  claim  to  be  adjust- 
into  this  Union.  That  the  Constitution  does  vest  ,  ed  and  determined  .?  Will  it  be  by  an  amicable 
!?P^°!.''1  ^^f^Pf.^^'"'  <^a"no^  ^  admiited;  and  '  adjustment  of  limits  made  by  the  parties  interest- 
If  It  be  contended  that  the  Constitution  does  vest  ;  ed  ;  or  will  it  he  by  war  ?  In  respt^ct  to  obtaining 
m  Congress  that  power,  U-t  it  be  manifested,  if  '  the  territory  or  province  of  Texas  by  war,  it  is  not 

u'l'     •       .1    .  .L     .r,  -    .  necessary  to  speak  at  this  time,  inasmuch  as  that 

Believing  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  subject  is  not  now  directly  under  consideration 
States  does  not  vest  m  Congre>s  power  to  alienate,  fiquality  or  ine<,uality  of  an  erjuivalent  is  known 
by  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power  the  territory,  or  when  such  party  previously  knows  that  whichTc- 
any  portion  thereof,  belonging  to  the  United  States,  tually  and  absolulely  doesV-long  to  him  Thev 
or  that  has  been  incorporated  into  this  Union,  Iwhomade  the  late  treaty  l,etween  the'  United 
am,  said  Mr.  R.,  prepared  to  vote  on  the  first  States  and  Spain,  are  presumed  to  have  understood 
resolution.  ,  «     ,     .    ^,  ^^e  claims  of  each    party    to   the   vast   territory 

Second  resolution.  "AWcH  That  the  equiva- ,  through  which  the  line  described  in  that  trea  v 
CJ.Tth  "^  ^  ^"'".^^  ^';"'"  '°  t''^,United  i  does  run  from  a  point  in  the  ocean  at  the  mouth  of 
«  the  22;i  Iv  f  F  1'  ^«°^^";i^"?^^^^'7>  them,  on  the  Sabine,  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  in  latitude  forty- 
the22d  davot  February,  1819,  for  that  part  of  two  degrees  north.  That  line  is  presumed  to  have 
Louisiana  ying  we>t  of  the  Sabine,  was  inade-  ,  been  thl-  result  of  an  amicable  iet  lement  of  the 
Tr  n'  ?"  .;  '  r^"^^  1^'  Miexpedient  to  make  adverse  claims  of  the  parties  in  relation  to  boun- 
a  transfer  thereof  to  any  foreign  Power,  or  to  re-  ,  dary  and  limits  of  territory.  By  that  settlement 
new  the  aforesaid  treaty.-  the  right  of  the  United  States  tJ  a  very  large  ex- 

In  considering  this  resolution,  a  question  pre-  |  tent  of  territory,  including  the  mouth  of  the  Co- 
sen  ts  itself,  that  IS  to  say-what  is  the  extent  of   lumbia  river,  that  tfie  province  of  Louisiana  is  n^ 
^Lfn.  ?'^  r"^  ""'"'  f  »he  Sabine,   which,    said  to  have  included,  was  aeknowleged  by  Spam 
Rn^tUlJi  1     Louisiana    does  absolute  y  and  de-    and  the  boundaries  and  limits  of  the  United  Stated 

Hm      i^K^"^/''  ^''%V"''"^  ^'^'^'-     ^''  '^'^    ""the  south  and  west  were  determined  and  de^ 
limits  and  boutidaries  of  Louisiana,  alienated  and    lined,  as  provided  for  in  that  treaty. 

Treafr^f  P^r       y^'^'^^.^IcS  ^l  ^'^^"^^' »>y  '^''        ^^''   ^    observed  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
iCl  L^l  It         r  '   ^®  '■'  ^  ^'^Pr-^ly  and    United  States  does  confide  the  treaty-making  pow- 
»n^Kln^tM  .'''';''''.:  determined,  and  dehned.    er  to  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
stUuion  of  The  n    r  ^i"^°'^^'^/^^  that  the  Con-    consent  of  the  Senate;  that  the  safety,  happiness' 
Tr^Z^Lu^^    :    ^^'^''"  ^^'  '"''  "?^'^'^-    P^'«^-^' and  welfare,  of  these  United  Stite,,r^uire 
InwJl^  J,    """"'"c  I  y  '''^'y'  '°  .^">'  *"''*^'?"    ^^^'  the  boundaries  and  limits  of  all  their  territory 
Fr^cp  to  .L^fnT.  Iw  V''"'''^?^'  ^»'^"ated  %  ,  on  every  side,  shall  be  determined  and  defined,  to 
France  to  the  United  States,  and  determined  and    the  end  that  hostility  and  war,  by  reason  of  cin- 
the  United  s"Jiy  -d  definitively,  to  b..lung  to  '  tested  and  d.sputed^erritorv,'  with   any  foref^ 
ion   wT  thl  In.  7^,'  V"''''''"''^"''  r^'^'-  I  ^"^•"^'  "'«y  ^"  prevented,     to  the  end,  therefoS^ 
dpfin^LH  ^  .  ?  ^r,'"^"^'  "^  »"""*^^'  ^^^^^ '"^^'^  ^"'^  boundaries  between  the  territory  of 

Sta?ef '«n^  w  II  ^K '^  n  ^'°"^  '"  /''"  ^"''*'^  '^^  ^"'^^^  ^^^tes  and  the  territory  of  Spain,  in 
^'^';^^,li;^'l^  l^^^^  may    be  determined    and    defined/so 

dlTt  .?  ['  ^y/'i^^'>''  ^o  any  ^^--^'^n  Power.  ;  thai  pe-ace  between  the  United  States  and  Spain 
aLnor  k  '  !  .  '■  "'"^^than  inexpedient  to  |  may  be  preserved,  it  is  expedient  that  the  treaty- 
inS'  ?y/'^^ty,  to  any  foreign  Power,  any  making  power  of  the  United  States  do  so  act  in 
Wl  ;?  ViT"^"^  belonging  to  the  United  ,  respect  to  the  said  late  treaty  that  the  rights  of  the 
%Z\l     .      be  unconstitutional.  |  United  States  shall  be  retained,  and  ?eace  with 

hinP  i  T  "^  f  "u"""^  J""'  'y'°^  "^^'^  "*  ^be  Sa-  i  Spain  be  preserved.  If  all  negotiation  ^^th  Spain 
Tp«1'  P'f  "ff  ^d  to  be  the  province  or  territory  of  |  will  fail,  the  Constitutional  jwwer  of  the  United 
of  I  nni.;  '  ^^^°' *H^  province  of  Texas  be  a  part  i  States,  on  being  informed  thereof,  will  direct  the 
01  i-ouisiana,  and  does  absolutely  and  definitively  I  course  to  be  pursued.     If  they  to  whom  the  Con- 
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8titution  had  confided  the  treaty-making  power 
will  make  a  treaty,  and  that  treaty  shall  be  pre- 
^nted.  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  during  the 
time  he  had  the  honor  of  being  a  Representative, 
he  trusted  that  he  would  be  prepared  to  give  a 
Constitutional  vote  thereon. 

The  great  and  wise  men  of  the  Convention  in 
which  General  Washington  presided,  who  formed 
the  Constitution  of  these  United  States,  do  not 
appear  to  have  contemplated  any  alienation  of 
territory  belonging  to  the  United  States  to  any 
foreign  Power,  by  treaty  or  otherwise.  They  do 
not  appear  to  have  had  any  idea  of  vesting  in  Con- 
gress power  to  make  an  alienation  of  territory  be- 
longing to  the  United  States  to  any  foreign  Power. 
They  did  not  propose  any  Constitutional  provision 
for  such  purpose  to  the  several  Stales.  Tnat  Con- 
vention formed  a  Constitution  for  the  government 
of  an  extensive  and  powerful  confederacy  of  sove- 
reign and  independent  States;  and  the  people  of 
these  United  Stales  have,  by  adoption,  made  it 
their  own.  This  Constitution  provides  that  Con- 
gress may  admit  new  States  into  this  Union,  and 
therefore  contemplates  an  honorable  extension  of 
territory.  This  Constitution  provides  for  the  aug- 
mentation and  enlargement  ot  this  nation,  but  not 
for  the  diminution  of  this  nation,  nor  of  the  terri- 
tory absolutely  and  definitively  belonging  to  the 
United  States.  The  whole  extent  of  territory 
included  within  the  defined  boundaries  and  limits 
of  the  United  States  and  their  territories,  and  in- 
corporated into  this  Union,  or  absolutely  and  de- 
finitively belonging  to  the  United  States,  is  the 
property  and  domain  of  the  sovereign  people  of 
this  Union — an  indefeasible  inheritance  in  allodial 
sovereignty  to  them  and  their  posterity  forever. 

These  opinions,  said  Mr.  R.,  have,  after  mature 
and  deliberate  consideration  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  impressed  themselves  on  my 
mind,  and  I  believe  them  to  be  correct ;  and  unless 
reason,  stronger  and  more  cogent  than  any  hereto- 
fore known  to  me  presents  itself,  I  will  continue 
to  hold  them ;  not  only  because  I  believe  them  to 
be  correct,  but  because  they  do  comport  with  the 
increasing  greatness,  the  comprehensive  extension, 
the  dignity,  and  augmenting  jwwer  of  this  nation. 

Mr.  Brush  spoke  at  considerable  length  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  Clay  replied  to  those  who  had  opposed  the 
resolves  moved  by  him. 

Mr.  Rhe.\  rejoined. 

After  which  the  Committee  rose. 

Previously  to  the  rising  of  the  Committee,  Mr. 
Clay  submitted  the  following  resolves,  with  an 
intimation  that,  should  the  business  of  the  House 
permit,  he  should  call  them  up  at  a  future  day: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  provide  by  law  a 
suitable  outfit  and  salary  for  such  Minister  or  Minis- 
ters as  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  may  send  to  any  of  the  Govern- 
ments  of  South  America  which  have  established  and 
are  maintaining  their  independence  on  Spain. 

Resolved,  'i'hat  provision  ought  to  be  made  for  re- 
questing of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause 
to  be  presented  to  the  General  ths  most  worthy  and 
distinguished,  in  his  opinion,  in  the  service  of  any  of, 


the  independent  Go^eraments  of  South  America,  the 
sword  which  was  given  by  the  Viceroy  of  Lima  to 
Captain  Biddle,  of  the  Ontario,  during  bis  late  cruise 
in  the  Pacific,  and  which  is  now  in  the  office  of  the 
Department  of  State,  with  the  expression  of  the  wish 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  that  it  may  be 
employed  in  the  oupport  and  preservation  of  the  fiber- 
ties  and  independence  of  his  country. 

The  House  adjourned  at  5  o'clock. 


Wednesoay,  April  5. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Commerce, 
reported  a  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
enrolling  and  licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for 
regulating  the  same;"  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Woodbridge,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  directed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  annexing 
the  lands,  of  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  re- 
cently extinguished  by  the  Treaty  of  Saguina,  to 
the  district  of  Detroit,  in  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan, in  order  that  the  same  may  be  brought  into 
market. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  this  House  of 
the  following  titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  making  fur- 
ther appropriations  of  money  for  continuing  the 
work  upon  the  centre  building  of  the  Capitol,  and 
other  public  buildings;"  and  "An  act  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  Government  for  the 
year  1S20,"  with  amendments  to  each,  in  which 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  civil  ap- 
propriation bill,  and  the  amendment  to  the  bill 
"inaking  appropriations  for  continuing  the  public 
buildings,  were  read,  and  the  first  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  the  latter 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morton,  it  was 

Renolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for 
an  earlier  commencement  of  the  next  session  of 
Congress  than  the  stated  period,  with  leave  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwise. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Baluwin  and 
supported  by  the  mover,  and  the  House  divided 
on  It — the  majority  in  favor  of  it  being  about  20 
votes. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  submitted  some  days  ago  by  Mr. 
Sawyer,  for  appointing  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  abolishing  certain  offices  of 
the  customs;  and  the  same  being  so  modified  as 
to  refer  the  inquiry  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce, was  agreed  to. 

REMISSION  OF  DUTIES. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  certain  persons  who  have  paid  duties  on 
goods  imported  into  Castine,  and  the  amendments 
reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
adding  the  following  proviso : 
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"Provided,  aUo,  That  it  shall  appear  that  the  du- 
ties paid  by  said  claimants  to  the  United  States  were 
not  reimbursed  on  the  sale  ot  said  merchandise." 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

A  motion  Avas  made  by  Mr.  Cocke  that  the  bill 
be  postponed  indefinitely  ;  and  the  question  there- 
on was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  56,  nays  94, 
as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alexander.  Allen  of  Tennessee.  Ba- 
ker, Bodcn,  Bryan.  Burwell,  Campbell,  Cannon.  Case, 
Clagett,  Cobb.  Cocke.  Cuthbert.  Earle.  Edwards  of 
Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Ervin,  Floyd, 
Forrest,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hall  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Hardin,  Hooks,  Hostettor,  Jones  of  Tennes.see, 
Kinsey,  Linn.  McCoy.  Marchand.  R.  Moore,  Monell, 
Murray,  Overstrcet,  Parker  of  V^irginia.  Patterson, 
Phelps,  Philson.  Rankin.  Rhea,  Richards.  Richmond. 
Rogers.  Ross,  Russ.  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina.  Southard.  Strong  of  Vermont,  Stroth- 
er,  Swearingen.  Tarr,  Tompkins.  Tucker  of  Virginia. 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina.  Wendover.  and  Williams 
of  North  Carolina — 56. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams.  Allen  of  Massachu- 
setts, Anderson.  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virgi- 
nia, Baldwin.  Ball.  Barbour,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Beecher, 
Bloomficld.  Brown,  Brush,  BufTum,  Burton,  Butler  of 
New  Hampshire,  Crafts,  Crawford.  Crowell,  Cul- 
breth,  Culpeper,  Cushman,  Darlington.  Dewitt,  Dick- 
inson, Dowse,  Eddy.  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Fay. 
Fisher,  Folgcr,  Foot,  Ford,  Fuller,  Fullerton.  Garnett, 
Gross  of  New  York.  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Dela- 
ware, Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Herricks,  Hibshman,  Hill, 
Holmes,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kendall.  Kinsley.  Lathrop. 
Lincoln,  Livermore.  Lowndes.  Lyman.  Maclay,  Mc- 
Creary,  McLean  of  Kentucky.  .Mason,  Meech,  Meigs. 
Metcalf,  S.  Moore.  Morton.  .Moseley,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Virginia,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Pitcher.  Plumer. 
Quarlcs,  Rich,  Robertson,  Sampson.  Sawyer,  Sergeant. 
Settle.  Shaw.  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A. 
Smyth  of  Virginia,  Storrs,  Street.  Strong  of  New 
York,  Taylor.  Tomlinson,  Tracy.  Tyler,  Van  Rensse- 
laer, Wallace,  Warfield,  Whitman,  and  Wood — 94. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time,  as  amended  in  this  House,  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  names  of  the  several  claimants,  and 
the  addition  of  a  proviso  that,  before  the  act  takes 
effect  for  their  benefit,  they  shall  satisfy  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  that  they  were  residents  of 
Castme  or  Bucksport,  or  purchasers  or  consignee^, 
from  residents,  of  the  goods  on  which  duties  have 
been  imposed. 

MILITARY  APPROPRI.VriONS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  annual  Military  Appropriation  bill. 

[There  are  two  amendments :  the  first  increasing 
the  appropriation  for  clothing  from  three  hundred 
thousand  to  four  hundred  and  thirty  thousand 
dollars;  and  the  .second  increasing  that  for  the 
Quartermaster  General's  department,  from  four 
hundred  and  fifty-thousand  to  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.] 

Mr.  Smith,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  moved  to  disagree  to  the  first  i 
amendment,  and  assigned  reasons  to  show  why  it  i 
was  not  necessary,  on  account  of  the  quantity  of 
clothing  at  present  on  hand.  | 


I  > 


Mr.  Strother  opposed  the  motion,  on  the 
(ground  that  those  charged  with  the  responsibility 
tor  the  due  management  of  the  Army,  were  the 
best  judges  of  what  was  necessary  for  it ;  and 
they  having  recommended  the  amount  of  appro- 
priation proi>j>ed  by  the  Senate,  he  was  in  favor 
of  granting  it. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Smith's  motion  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmativp,  and  the  first  amendment 
was  therefore  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Smith  then,  under  the  instructions  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  moved  that  the 
second  amendment  be  disagreed  to ;  declarin<»,  at 
the  same  time,  that  he  ditiored  on  this  question 
from  the  committee,  being  of  opinion  that  the 
amendment  ought  to  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Storms  supported  the  motion,  as  well  on 
the  score  of  its  expediency,  as  on  the  ground  of 
resisting  the  interposition  of  the  Senate  in  what 
he  considered  the  peculiar  province  of  this  House 
in  two  points:  first,  as  it  regards  the  amount  of 
appropriations,  to  be  made,  and,  secondly,  as  re- 
gards the  object  of  this  appropriation,  being  for 
military  purposes.  He  declared,  in  the  course  of 
his  remarks,  that,  on  an  appropriation  bill  for  the 
support  of  the  army,  originating  in  the  House  of 
Uepresentatives,  on  which  the  House  had,  after 
'  full  discussion,  deliberately  refused  an  extraordi- 
nary appropriation  for  an  object  which  they 
deemed  it  inexpedient  to  prosecute,  they  shoiild 
\  be  extremely  tenacious  of  their  opinion ;  and,  as 
the  immediate  Representatives  of  the  nation,  main- 
!  tain  their  control  of  the  military  forces  of  the  na- 
i  tion,  as  to  all  extraordinary  objects,  by  adhering 
scrupulously  to  the  exercise  of  their  prerogative, 
as  a  constituent  branch  of  the  Legislature,  in  de- 
termining the  amount  of  public  monevs  which 
should  be  applied  to  the  supjwrt  of  the' Military 
E^tablishment. 

Mr.  Lincoln  delivered  his  sentiments  at  large 
against  the  prosecution  of  the  Missouri  expedition, 
which  it  was  the  object  of  the  Senate,  he  pre- 
sumed, to  authorize  by  this  appropriation.  He 
considered  it  as  calcufated  to  provoke  war.  and 
ultimately  to  hasten  the  extermination  of  the  In- 
dian tribes. 

Mr.  Ervix  fipoke  in  support  of  the  expedition, 
on  the  ground  of  it>.  own  merit ;  on  that  of  the 
sanction  ^iven  to  it  by  previous  votes  of  this 
House;  ot  its  correspondence  with  the  policy  of 
this  Government,  in  respect  to  Indian  trade  and 
intercourse;  and  of  a  due  regard  to  our  relations 
with  foreign  Power>. 

Mr.  Cobb  made  a  few  remarks  against  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FiriHER  said,  on  the  present  occasion,  he 
should  have  observed  his  usual  course,  that  of  list- 
ening and  voting  in  silence,  but  for  the  circum- 
stance of  having  changed  his  views  on  this  sub- 
ject since  it  was  last  before  the  House.  He  was 
then  of  opinion  that  the  expedition  ought  to  slop 
at  the  Council  Bluffs.  He  thought  now  that  the 
interest  of  the  country  required  that  it  should  pro- 
ceed to  the  Mandan  Villages.  Mr.  F.  said  that  he 
would  briefly  state  some  of  his  reasons  for  the  opin- 
ion which  he  now  entertained.     In  speaking  of 
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the  Yellow  Stone  Expedition,  as  it  is  called,  the 

first  inquiry  that  presents  itself  to  the  mind  is 

what  i,s  the  object  of  this  expedition  ?  This  ques- 
tion has  been  I'ully  answered  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  in  his  letter  of  the  29th  Uecember,  commu- 
nicated to  this  House.  He  says:  "  The  expedition 
is  part  of  a  sy.stem  of  measures  which  has  for  its 
objects  the  protection  of  our  Northwestern  fron- 
tier, and  the  greater  extension  of  our  fur  trade." 
These  being  the  objects,  said  Mr.  F.,  the  next  in- 
quiry is,  are  these  objects  of  sufficient  importance 
to  justify  an  expedition  of  this  kind,  and  to  this 
extent?  He  thought  they  were.  As  to  the  first 
object,  no  one  would  deny  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Government  to  afford  protection  to  the  fron- 
tier. The  only  question,  then,  that  could  ari.se  on 
this  part  of  the  subject  was,  whether  this  is  the 
best  way  to  furnish  that  protection?  He  thought 
it  would  so  appear  in  the  course  of  the  remarks  he 
was  about  to  make  on  the  other  object  proposed — 
the  extension  of  the  Indian  trade. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  F.,  the  Indian  trade  is  important 
to  us  in  the  same  respects  in  which  it  has  been 
valuable  to  the  British  Government.  1st.  As  a 
means  of  controlling  the  Indians.  2d.  The  profits 
of  it.  That  the  British  Government  set  great 
value  on  this  trade  may  be  proven  from  many  cir- 
cumstances. It  has  always  received  her  particu- 
lar fostering  care.  Of  such  high  importance  did 
she  esteem  it,  as  to  make  it  the  subject  of  serious 
negotiations  in  her  treaties.  In  the  treaty  of  1794, 
called  Jay's  Treaty,  among  other  advantages  sur- 
rendered to  Great  Britain  as  equivalents  for  advan- 
tages gained,  was  the  right  of  trading  with  the 
Indians  within  the  limits  of  our  territory.*  This 
right,  thus  acquired,  she  took  care  to  exercise  to 
the  greatest  extent,  even  to  the  present  time, 
though  the  ri^ht  itself  expired  with  the  commence- 
ment of  hostilities  in  1812.  It  has  always  been  a 
leading  feature  in  the  Canadian  policy  to  encour- 
age this  trade  with  the  Indians,  and  maintain  an 
influence  over  them.  Hence  talks  were  peri- 
odically held,  and  pre.^ents  annually  distributed 
among  the  Indians,  f  Presents  were  sometimes, 
too,  received  from  the  Indians.  Mr.  F.  remem- 
bered reading  an  account  of  a  very  rare  present, 
some  years  ago.  from  the  chief  of  one  of  our  Nor- 
iherii  tribes  to  the  royal  Governor  of  Canada.  It 
consisted  of  eighty  or  one  hundred  human  scalps, 
nicely  dried  and  hooped,  torn  from  the  heads  of 
men,  women,  and  children,  in  the  war  in  which 
Harmer  and  St.  Clair  were  defeated.  Sir,  the 
Indians  have  been  induced  every  year  to  visit  Mai- 
den and  other   posts  in   Canada.     From   these 


•  The  right  of  trade  with  the  Indians  was  first 
guarantied  to  each  other  by  the  English  and  French, 
in  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  as  early  as  the  year  1713. 
The  Northwest  Company  was  established  in  the  year 
1793. 

t  Mackenzie  says:  "St.  Joseph's  Island  is  a  place 
of  no  trade,  and  the  Indians  visit  there  only  to  receive 
the  presents  which  Government  allows  them.  That 
the  Americans  pay  very  little  attention  to  the  Indians; 
bat  that  the  British  commanders,  in  the  name  of  their 
father,  distribute  presents  among  them. 


places  they  always  return  laden  with  presents, 
and  with  their  minds  poisoned  against  our  people. 
In  the  year  1815,  we  are  told,  that  between  three 
and  four  thousand  of  them,  from  our  Northern 
tribes,  visited  Maiden  and  Drummond's  Island 
alone ;  and,  at  these  two  places,  upwards  of  oinety- 
five  thousand  dollars,  in  presents,  were  distributed 
among  them.  Not  a  year  has  passed  since  1794 
but  present-;  have  been  given  to  these  .savages 
greater  in  amount  than  the  sum  asked  for  the 
prosecution  of  this  expedition,  and  this  course  of 
policy  has  j^iven  to  the  British  Grovernment  com- 
plete control  over  the  numerous  tribes  of  warlike 
savages  that  swarm  in  our  Northern  forests.  How 
this  influence  has  been  exercised  the  bloody  pages 
of  our  history  will  tell.  Sir,  every  Indian  war 
that  has  harassed  our  frontiers,  from  the  Revolu- 
tion down  to  the  present  time,  was  brought  upon 
us  by  this  influence.  Who,  that  is  at  all  conver- 
sant with  British  history  but  remembers  even  the 
debates  in  Parliament  upon  the  policy  of  employ- 
ing the  Indians  against  us,  when  a  few  with  souls 
above  the  rest,  in  strains  of  indignant  eloquence, 
denounced  the  practice  as  cruel,  inhuman,  and 
diabolical.  *  Sir,  was  it  not  said  to  be  the  same 
kind  of  influence  that  brought  on  the  war  which 
was  terminated  by  General  Wayne?  Was  it  not 
the  like  influence  that  turned  the  savages  loose 
upon  our  defenceless  frontiers  in  1811?  Is  it  not 
known  that,  at  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe  were 
found,  in  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  English  rifles, 
English  tomahawks,  and  scalping-knives  ?  And 
ammunition  was  supplied  from  the  same  source. 
All  this  took  place  before  hostilities  commenced 
with  Great  Britain  in  1812. 

This,  said  Mr.  F,  is  not  all.  This  same  influence 
brought  on  the  Creek  war  in  the  South  ;t  the  first 
spark  of  that  war  was  kindled  by  the  breath  of  the 

Krophet  from  the  North ;  the  first  blood  spilt  was 
y  the  hands  of  a  few  stragglers,  returning  from 
the  North,  where  they  had  caught  the  spirit  of  hos- 
tility. If  we  go  back,  even  beyond  the  Revolu- 
tion, we  will  find  that  the  same  kind  of  influence, 
though  in  different  hands,  always  moved  the  In- 
dians in  their  wars  against  us.  The  war  in  which 
Braddock  fell,  and  Washington  rose — the  war  in 
which  Putnam  suffered,  were  produced  by  the 
same  means.  Now,  sir,  count  the  expen.ses  of 
these  wars ;  estimate  the  cost  of  the  last  one  we 
had,  and  it  will  exceed  by  twenty-fold  the  cost  of 
the  expeditions  in  question.  And,  sir,  will  you 
make  no  eftbrt  to  destroy  an  influence  so  prolific 
in  wars,  in  bloodshed,  and  destruction  ?  Justice 
demands  it ;  humanity  calls  for  it ;  and  true  econ- 


•The  Earl  of  Chatham,  in  1777,  speaking  of  the 
Ministers,  said,  "They  have  let  the  savages  of  Amer- 
ica loose  upon  their  innocent  unoffending  brethren  ; 
loose  upon  the  weak,  the  aged,  and  defenceless ;  on 
old  men,  women,  and  children ;  on  the  very  babes 
upon  the  breast,  to  be  cut,  mangled,  sacrificed,  broiled, 
roasted  ;  nay,  to  be  literally  eat  These,  my  lord,  are 
the  allies  Great  Britain  now  baa!" 

t  Lord  Tonyn.  when  Governor  of  East  Florida,  in 
a  proclamation,  offered  a  reward  for  every  American 
scalp  delivered  to  persons  appointed  to  receive  them. 
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omy  dictates  it.  Sir,  it  is  a  matter  of  no  surprise 
that  the  British  Government  should  strive  to  retain 
this  influence;  it  has  been  of  too  much  conse- 
quence to  them  to  let  it  pass  out  of  their  hands 
without  a  struggle.  Hence  the  stand  that  was 
made  at  Ghent  upon  this  subject.  In  thai  nego- 
tiation, they  asked  not  merely  for  a  renewal  of  the 
right  to  trade  with  the  Indians  in  the  manner 
formerly  acquired  by  Jay's  Treaty.  No ;  that 
would  have  left  the  power  of  future  control  in  our 
hands;  but,  by  fixing  a  boundary  between  us  and 
the  Indians,  their  influence  over  the  savages  would 
have  been  complete  in  their  hands  ;  and  we  know 
how  it  has  been  exercised.  But,  sir,  the  scheme 
at  Ghent  failed  ;  the  Indian  trade  within  our  lim- 
its was  lost  to  the  British  ;  and,  sir,  the  object  of 
this  expedition  is  to  destroy  their  influence  too, 
and  thereby  afford  the  best  protection  to  our  fron- 
tiers. The  necessity  of  this  measure  was  seen  and 
felt  during  the  last  war,  by  the  Government,  and 
bjr  our  suffering  settlements.  The  P'ourteenth 
Congress  saw  it,  and  acted  upon  it ;  they  passed 
an  act,  29th  April,  1816,  regulatmg  the  trade  with 
the  Indians,  by  the  last  section  of  which  the  Pres- 
ident was  authorized  to  use  the  military  forces  of 
the  nation  to  execute  the  law.  This  law  contains 
the  policy  of  this  expedition — it  is  a  wise  policy, 
and,  I  hope,  will  prove  a  successful  one. 

But  gentlemen  may  ask,  how  is  it  to  be  exe- 
cuted ?     Sir,  by  driving  out  the  British  traders, 
now  scattered  over  the  territory  within  our  limits, 
and  keeping  them  out  by  a  chain  of  posts.     Their 
most  valuable  trade  is  within  our  Ime;  the  richest 
and  rarest  furs  on  this  continent,  it  is  said,  are 
produced  and   taken  on   the  head  waters  of  the 
Missouri.    This  is  confirmed  by  Lewis  and  Clarke. 
Several  of  the  trading  establishments  of  the  Hud- 
sori  Bay  Company  are  south  of  the  49th  parallel  of 
latitude.     Drive  out  these  traders,  and   turn  the 
trade  into  our  own  hands.     This   will  at  once 
give  us  the  control  of  the  Indians ;  for  whoever 
has  their  trade  holds  the  cord  that  binds  them. 
Trade  is  every  thing  to  them.     "  Withhold  their 
trade,"  said  Colonel  Atkinson,  in  his  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  "and  you  bring  them  to  any 
terras.      Afford  it,  and  you  make  them  do  any 
thing."     But,  gentlemen  may  say,  trade  is  a  civil 
pursuit;  why  use  the  military  ?     Sir.  not  only  to 
be  able  to  drive  out  the  persons  just  alluded  to, 
but  also  to  make  a  display  of  our  power  to  the  sav- 
ages.    It  cannot  be  denied  but  the  policy  of  the 
British  has  been  to  make  the  Indians  believe  that 
they  are  the  great  Power,  and  that  we  are  a  poor 
and  feeble  set  of  p^ple.     In  this  these  tribes  should 
be  undeceived.     We  should  show  them  that  we 
too  have  forts,  soldiers,  and  big  guns:  then  they 
will  fear  us  and  respect  us.     Again,  the  military 
is  necessary  to  expel  another  class  of  traders ;  a 
vagabond  and  abandoned  set  of  men,  from  Canada 
and  the  United  States,  called  private  traders. 

It  is  the  conduct  of  these  wretche^  that  impresses 
the  Indians  with  mistaken  ideas  of  our  people : 
they  abuse  each  other,  cheat  the  Indians,  and 
foment  quarrels.  This  class  of  men  are  well  de- 
scribed in  a  very  sensible  letter  from  Major  Tho- 
mas Biddle  to  Colonel  Atkinson,  (from  which  Mr. 


F.  read  several  extracts.)  These  wretches  must 
be  driven  out  from  among  the  Indians,  and  the 
trade  confinml  to  honest  and  fair  dealers.  There 
are  still  other  important  objects  that  may  be  ac- 
complished by  these  expeditions  up  the  Missouri 
and  Mississippi  rivers.  Some  of  tnem  are  stated 
in  the  report  of  the  .Secretary  of  War  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  opposers  of  this  expedition  have  laughed 
at  these,  as  wild  and  chimerical.  For  his  part, 
Mr.  F.  said,  he  saw  nothing  in  them  impracticable. 
Sir,  it  is  in  this  way  you  are  to  protect  your 
frontiers,  by  annihilating  the  very  causes  that 
hitherto  produced  the  Indian  wars;  and  if  by  ac- 
cident an  Indian  war  does  come  upon  us,  they  will 
not  be  able  to  injure  us  as  much  as  formerly ;  for 
where  will  they  get  supplies  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion ?  Their  trade  with  Canada  is  cut  off,  and  we 
will  hardly  furnish  them  with  instruments  of  de- 
struction to  wield  against  ourselves. 

Sir,  a  few  words  as  to  the  valueof  this  trade:  that 
It  is  very  valuable  we  all  know,  but  the  amount 
of  its  profits  is  hidden  from  us.     It  is  valuable  to 
the  British,  as  furnishing  rich  materials  for  their 
manufactures,  and  as  aflbrding  an  article  of  com- 
merce in  their  Eastern  trade.     It  will  be  valuable 
to  us  in  the  same  way.     By  furnishing  materials 
1  for  our  manufactures,  it  will  be  the  best  protection 
they  could  ask  ;  and  such  uf  the  peltry  as  is  not 
;  used  in  our  own  country,  will  supply  the  place  of 
I  specie  in  the  China  trade.     We  hear  complaints 
!  from  every  quarter  that  the  China   trade  drains 
the  country  of  specie,  and  it  will  continue  to  do 
so  unless  we  can  find  a  substitute  for  Spanish 
milled  dollars ;  and,  sir,  here  is  a  substitute — to 
the  amount  of  this  article  supplied  in   that  trade, 
that  amount  in  specie  will  you  retain  at  home. 

Sir,  there  are  still  other  advantages  to  How  to 
from  these  expeditions.  Science  will  receive  new 
I  lights  ;  new  roources  of  our  country  may  be  dis- 
covered, and  every  department  of  natural  history 
may  be  enlarged.  To  the  friends  of  Indian  civil- 
ization it  opens  the  way  for  the  execution  of  their 
humane  plans.  The  Indians  will  be  brought  in 
contact,  as  it  were,  with  us,  and  from  the  inter- 
course that  follows  they  will  learn  some  of  the  hab- 
its and  arts  of  civilization. 

These  remarks,  said  Mr.  F.,  regard  only  the 
policy  and  expediency  of  this  expedition,  and  the 
advantages  to  How  from  it.  Much  fault  has  been 
found  of  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  con- 
ducted :  corruption  and  favoritism  have  been  al- 
leged. If  it  is  so,  1  will  only  say,  let  gentlemen 
bring  the  actors  to  light ;  expose  and  punish  them; 
but  let  them  not  urge  these  as  objections  to  the 
measure.  If  the  measure  is  right  in  itself,  errors 
in  its  execution  cannot  make  it  wrong.  Correct 
the  errors,  and  let  it  proceed. 

-Mr.  Cocke  next  spoke,  at  considerable  length, 
against  the  further  prosecution  of  the  expedition. 
He  denied  the  advantages  calculated  to  result  from 
its  further  progress.  He  condemned,  also,  the 
manner  in  which  the  expedition  had  been  prose- 
cuted; contending  that,  if  necessary  at  all,  it 
ought  to  have  been  by  the  way  of  the  Lakes,  at 
the  head  of  which  was  the  seat  of  that  foreign  in- 
fluence among  the  Indians,  which  it  was  the  prin- 
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cipal  alleged  object  of  this  expedition  to  counter- 
act, dec. 

Mr.  Brown  replied  to  some  of  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Storrs.     If   it  had  been  intended  that  this 
House  alone  decide  on   questions  relating  to  ap- 
propriations, the  Constitution  would  have* so  pro- 
vided.    But  it  does  not;  and   he,   therefore,  not 
considering  that  objection  which  appealed  to  the 
prideof  opinion  of  this  House  as  of  any  weight, 
proceeded  to  show  why,  in    his  opinion,   it  was 
wise  to  extend  this  expedition  further,  &c.     He 
con.sidered  the  concurrence  of  the  views  of  the  ! 
Senate  with  those  of  the  Executive  in  support  of  \ 
this  measure  as  an  argument  in  its  favor,  rather 
than  against  it.  i 

Mr.  Wahfiklo  next  addressed  the  House.  He  j 
considered  the  measure  unnecessary,  and  in  hos- 
tility to  the  best  interests  of  the  country.  He  dis-  '• 
claimed  any  intention  indiscriminately  to  oppose  ' 
the  measures  proposed  by  any  Department  of  the 
Crovernment,  intimating  that  he  should,  on  every 
such  question,  judge  and  act  for  himself^.  But  he 
proceeded  to  show,  by  a  variety  of  arguments, 
why  he  thought  that  the  advantages  which  had 
been  anticipated  from  this  expedition  would  not 
be  realized  ;  and  why,  therefore,  he  could  not  vote 
in  favor  of  it.  He  was  of  opinion,  also,  that,  were 
the  ultimate  object  of  the  expedition  reached,  by 
Its  arrival  at  the  Mandan  Villages,  the  whole  force 
would  be  in  imminent  danger  of  being  entirely 
cut  off  by  the  Indians,  &c. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  disagreeing 
to  the  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

The  Committtee  of  the  Whole  then  rose.  The 
House  concurred  in  the  disagreement  to  the  first 
amendment  without  a  division. 

The  question  on  concurring  in  the  disagree-  | 
raent  to  the  second  amendment,  (that  which  in-  ! 
eludes  a  supposed  appropriation  for  the  further  ! 
prosecution  of  the  Missouri  expedition,)  was  de-  ! 
cided  by  yeas  and  nays,  (which  were  required  by  | 
Mr.  SiMKiN.«<.)  The  result  was — for  concurring  | 
in  the  disagreement,  90;  against  such  concur- I 
rence,  68,  as  follows :  i 

YKA8—Me«8rs.  Abbot,  .\danig,  Alexander,  Allen  of 
MM««chu»elt«,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Vir- 
ginia, Baker,  Ball,  Barbour.  Bateman,  Bavly,  Beech- 
er,  Bryan.  BufTum.  Burton,  Burwell,  Butler  of  New 
Hampahire,  Campbell.  Cannon,  Clagelt,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Crafti,  Crawford.  Culbreth,  Culpeper,  Darlington,  Da- 
vidaon,  Dowse,  Eario.  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut, 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, 
Fay,  Floyd.  Foot,  Garnett,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania, 
Hall  of  Delaware,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin, 
Heraphill.  Hernck.  Hibshman,  Hooks,  Jones  of  Vir- 
ginia,  Kendall,  Lalbrop.  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore, 
McCoy,  McCreary,  Mallary,  Marchand.  Mercer,  R. 
Moore,  .Monell,  Morton,  Murray,  Neale.  Nelson  of 
Massachusetts,  Overstreet,  Phelps,  Pindall,  Plumer, 
Rankin,  Reed,  Richards,  Richmond,  Robertson,  Russ, 
Shaw,  Sloan.  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Southard,' 
Storrs,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Terrell, 
Tomlioson,  Tracy.  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler! 
Walker,  Wallace,  Worfield,  and  Williams  of  North 
Carolina. — 90. 

Nats— Messrs,  Allen  of  New  York,  .\llcn  of  Ten- 


neraee,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bloomfield,  Bodcn.  Brown, 
Brush,  Case,  Clark,  Cook.  Crowell.  Cushman,  Cuth- 
bert,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Ervin,  Fisher,  Ford,  Fuller- 
ton.  Gross  of  New  York,  Hackley.  Hall  of  New  York, 
Hendricks,  Hill,  Holmes.  Hosteller,  Jones  of  Tennei- 
•ee.  Kinsey,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Mason.  Meech.  Meigs.  Metcalf,  8.  Moore. 
Mosrlcy,  NeUon  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  of  Maa- 
sachusette,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patterson,  Philaon, 
Pitcher,  Quarles,  Rhea,  Rich,  Rogers,  Sampson,  Saw- 
ycr.  Sergeant,  Settle,  Silsbcc,  Simkins,  Smith  of  New 
Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland.  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A. 
Smyth  of  Virginia,  Street.  Strong  of  New  York, 
Slrother.  Swearingon,  Tompkins,  Wendover  and 
Wood— 67. 

So  both  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  were 
disagreed  to. 

Mr.  S.MiTH,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  that  the 
House  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  amend- 
ment propo.sed  by  the  Senate  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  respecting  an  uniform  mode 
of  election  of  electors  and  representatives,  dtc. 

The  House  refused  to  take  it  up,  and  then  ad- 
journed. 


Thl'rsday,  April  6. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,"  to  which  was  referred  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government  for  the  year  1820,"  made  a 
report  thereon  ;  which  was  read,  and,  together 
with  the  said  amendments,  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-day. 

Mr.  S.MITH,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Steele;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  last  appointed. 

Mr.  Beecher  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  resolution  .submitted  by 
Mr.  Brush  on  the  23d  February  last,  in  relation 
to  the  northern  boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Ohio ; 
and  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate,  fixing  a  day  for 
the  adiournment  of  Congress  (the  24th  instant) 
was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Gross,  of  New  York,  moved  to  refer  it  to 
the  committee  yesterday  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  fixing  on  an  earlier  than  the 
Constitutional  day  for  the  meeting  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Taylor  then  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  resolution  to  Monday  the  17th 
instant. 

After  some  debate,  this  motion  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  77,  nays  73. 

Mr.  Gross'h  motion  was  then  agreed  io. 

Mr.  Barbour  submittedthe  following  resolution, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for 
one  day : 

Resolved,  That  the  fallowing  be  added  to  the  stand- 
ing rules  of  this  House,  to  wit :  "  T^o  petition  shall  be 
received  at  the  first  session  of  any  Congress,  except 
, within  the  first  ninety  days  thereof ;  nor  at  the  second, 
or  any  subsequent  session,  except  within  the  first  sixty 
days  thereof." 
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Mr.  Cobb  moved  that  the  House  do  now  proceed  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gov- 

to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  him  at  the  '  ernment ;  and  some  discussion  took  place  on  thera 

present  session,  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  The   Committee   reported   to   the  House  their 

Constitution  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  agreement  to  some  amendments,  and  disagreement 

appointments  to  office.     The  motion  was  deter-  to  others. 

mined  in  the  negative.  The  House  concurred  in  disagreeing  to  two  of 

1  he  bPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  amendments :  that  which  increases  the  salary 

-u-^/^''^^^'"^  °'  ^^''  transmitting  reports  of  the  of  the  Attorney  General's  clerk  from  8(X)  to  SIOOO 

Chief  Engineer,  of  the  Colonel  of  Ordinance,  and  and  that  which  proposes  an  appropriation  of  S15  - 

of  the  Second  and  Third  Auditors,  with  sundry  OGO  to  pay  certain  balances  due  to  old  collectors 

accompanying  documents,  which  contain  the  in-  of  the  internal  revenue. 

forination  in  relation  to  contracts  which  have  been  The  amendment  whicli  appropriates  the  sum  of 

made  lor  the  buildmoror  repairm^  of  fortifications,  §15,000  to  indemnify  John  Steele,  Collector  of  the 

arsenals  and  magazines,  since  the  year  1815,  as  port  of  Philadelphia,  against  a  jud"-meut  obtained 

required  by  the  resolution  of  this  House  on  the  1st  against  him  for  a  certain  seizure  made  in  the  exe- 


instant;  which  letter  and  reports  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table 


cution  of  his  public  duties,  was  stricken  out,  on 
recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  the  end  that  it  might  be  included  in  a 
separate  bill ;  the  committee  being  of  opinion,  as 
stated  by  the  chairman,  (Mr.  S.mith,  of  Maryland,) 
that  such  claims  should  be  provided  for  by  sejKirate 
bills,  and  no  longer  be  included  in  the  general  ap- 


-_    Senate  were 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  reported  this  morning,  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  for  the  relief  of  John 
Steele,  having  passed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
was  also  reported  to  the  House.  The  question  was 
then  stated  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engros.<;ed  for 


a  third  reading 


LOAN  OF  PUBLIC  MUMTIONS. 
Jflr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, who  were  instructed,  on  the  14th  ultimo, 
to  inquire  whether  any,  and.  if  anv  what    niM- 

surerare  necessary  to  be  taken  for  the  gre^'ter  se-  '  "onnau'on^biir  ^f  l""  ^^f^'^^.K"  '''  ^'" 
curity  of  debts  due  to  the  United  States  in  conse-  :  P'?P"'*'»«"  ^•"^'  «^  heretofore  the  practice 
quence  of  certain  loans  of  powder,  lead' and  othe^        ^*^'  °'*^"  amendment,  ol   the   Senat 
munitions  belonging  to  the  Government,  having 
been  made  to  private  citizens,  by  any  officer  of  the 
United  States,  made  a  report  thereon  ;  which  was 
read,  and  the  resolution  therein  contained  was  con- 
curred in  by  the  House.     The  report  is  as  follows : 
The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  wa*  re- 
ferred a  resolution,  of  the   Nth   of  .March,  directing 
them  to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  mea- 
sures are  necessary  to  be  taken  for  the  greater  security 
of  debts  due  the  United  States  in  consequence  of  cer- 
tain loans  of  powder,  lend,  and   other  munitions,  be- 
longing to  Government,  having  been  made  to  private 
citizens  by  any   officer  of  the   United  States,   report. 
That   they  have  had  the  said  resolution  under  consid- 
eration, and  have  examined  the  several  cases  to  which 
It  is  supposed  more  particularly  to  refer,  as  they  have 
been   communicated  to  the  House    by  the  Secretary 
of  War.     The  liability  of  those  who  have  been  con- 
cerned in   these  loans  is  already  determined  by  the 
contracteand   by  the  existing  lavvs  ;  and  the  commit- 
tee believe  that  it  could  not  now  be  increased  by  any 
act  of  legislation.     How  far  it  might  be  proper,  by  any 
expression    of  opinion    or  otherwise,   tu   endeavor  to 
restrain  the  practice  for  the  future,  it  is  not  referred  to 
the  committee  to  consider.     If,  however,  any  provision  ' 
on  this  part  of  the  subject   be  deemed  expedient,  the 
committee  would   respectfully  suggest  that  it  belongs 
more  properly  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 


rho  have  the  best  means  of  judging  what  the  public    following  resolutions  • 
ervice  mav  in  mirh  rn><>a  ro/i..;,..  = 


Mr.  Baldwi.n  moved  to  lay  the  billon  the  table, 
on  the  ground  that  he  was  not  able  to  see  why  bills 
for  the  relief  of  collector>  should  k'  allowed  to  pass 
as  matter  of  course,  when  the  claims  of  other  citi- 
zens experienced  a  fate  so  entirely  different.  He 
wa->  desirous  to  place  all  claims  on  the  same  foot- 
ing as  to  the  mode  of  proceedinir  on  them. 

On  the  question  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  the 
House  was  so  divided,'  that  the  Spt^ker's  vote 
would  have  turned  the  scale.  He  was  opposed  to 
laying  the  bill  on  the  table,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  Senate's  amendment  to  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  public  buildings, passed  through 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  concurred  in 
by  the  House.  [This  amendment  appropriates 
§2,400  for  making  alteration  m  the  Senate  Cham- 
ber.] 

MAUSOLEUM  TO  GE\.  WASHLNGTOX. 
Mr.  EwiNG,  of  South  Carolina,  submitted  the 


service  may  in  such  cases  require. 

The  remedies  already  provided  by  law  for  the  recov- 
ery of  the  debts  growing  out  of  the  loans  appear  to 
the  committee  to  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  and 
the  application  of  them,  depending,  of  course,  upon  a 
variety  of  circumstances  unknown  to  the  committee, 
is  for  the  Executive  department  of  the  Government. 
I  hey  therefore  submit  the  following  resolution  : 

Re*olvedy  'I'hat  the  committee  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

APPROPRIATION  BILLS. 

nf  Til"^  Su"f  ^^^'^  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
oi  the  Whole,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the 


Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  Howe  of  Repretcn- 
tatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled.  That  the  President  of  said  States  be  re- 
quested to  take  measures  toobuin  from  the  honorable 
Bushrod  Washington  the  body  of  the  late  General 
George  Washington  ;  and,  if  obtained,  that  he  cause 
to  be  erected  over  it,  in  the  Capitol  square,  east  of  the 
Capitol,  a  suitable  mausoleum,  with  inscriptions  em- 
blematical of  the  principal  events  of  hisi  military  and 
political  life. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United   Sutes 

be  authorized  to  give  the  sum  of dollars  for  the 

best  plan  of  a  mausoleum  ;  which  plan  of  a  maaso- 
leum,  and  the  inscriptions  thereon,  shall  be  approved 
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by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  President 
of  the  Senate,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, the  Chief  Justice,  the  Secretaries  of  the  differ- 
ent Departments,  and  the  Attorney  General,  or  a  ma- 
jority of  them. 

Be  it  further  resolved.  That  the  President  do  cause 
to  be  procured  an  equestrian  statue  of  bronze  of  Gen- 
eral George  Washington,  to  be  executed  by  some  emi- 
nent artist,  which  shall  be  placed  on  the  top  of  the 
said  mausoleum,  in  the  centre  building  of  the  Capitol. 
or  in  any  other  place  within  the  public  square,  which, 
by  a  majority  of  the  persons  in  the  preceding  resolu- 
tion referred  to,  shall  be  deemed  most  suitable. 

And  be  it  further  resolved.   That  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  make  the  necessary  ap- 
propriations of  money  to  carry  into  execution  the  ob- 
jects contemplated  in  the  preceding  resolutions. 
Mr.  Ehvi.n  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 
Mr.  Speaker,  1  consider  it  among  the  fortunate 
incidents  of  my  life  that  I  have  the  honor  of  a  seat 
in  the  great  council  of  my  country,  and  enjoy  an 
opportunity  to  vote  for  a  statue  and  monument  to 
GJeneral  George   Washington,   late   President  of 
the  United  States  ;  not,  sir,  in  the  hope  to  confer 
honor,  or  to  perpetuate  the  fame  of  this  great  man, 
but  to  join  in  manifesting  to  the  world  and  the 
latest  posterity  our  admiration  and  gratitude  for  i 
bis  eminent  virtues  and  most  distinguished  ser-  I 
vices.  ! 

It  is  not  my  intention;  nay,  it  is  unnecessary  I 
to  repeat  any  considerable  jwrtion  of  his  history  to  | 
this  enlightened  a.ssembly — it  lives  in  our  memo-  j 
ories,  it  dwells  upon  our  tongues :  or  his  virtues, 
for  they  are  embalmed  in  the  bosom  of  our  affec- 
tions.    To  their  narration  I  can  impart  no  new 
ornament ;  for,  in  their  praise,  eloquence  has  poured 
forth  all  her  eulogiums,  and  even  panegyric  itself 
has  been  exhausted. 

Nor  is  it,  sir,  for  the  purpose  of  mere  idle  declama- 
tion that  I  hope  to  claim  the  attention  of  this  hon- 
orable bodv  to  the  resolutions  which  I  have  done 
myself  the  honor  to  present.  Considerations  more 
momentous  have  inlluenced  me.  The  storm  has 
not  yet  wholly  subsided  which  lately  threatened, 
not  only  the  peace  and  tranquillity,  but  the  union 
of  these  States.  To  the  motives  of  common  secu- 
rity and  common  interest  which  have  so  happily 
*nd  gloriously  united  us,  I  wish,  if  possible,  to  add 
those  of  sentiment  and  kindred  sympathy  ;  and  I 
know  of  nothing  more  calculated  to  beget  the  one 
or  awaken  the  other,  than  to  entomb  the  father  of 
o^  country  in  a  mausoleum,  with  inscriptions 
emblematical  of  the  great  events  of  his  political 
and  naihtary  life,  erected  at  the  national  expense. 

Cold,  indeed,  will  be  that  heart  which  could 
tever  approach  it,  without  experiencing  mingled 
emotions  of  veneration  and  respect.  The  wise 
good,  and  oppressed  from  every  clime,  will  come 
and  survey,  with  wonder  and  delight,  the  grati- 
tude of  the  American  people  to  him  '•  who  was 
first  in  war,  first  m  peace,  and  first  in  the  hearts 
of  his  countrymen.*' 

At  its  pedestal  the  ambitious  will  learn  the  vast 
difference  between  promoting  the  glory  and  hap- 
piness of  millions  of  freemen,  and  that  of  mere 
personal  aggrandizement.  Whilst  statues,  monu- 
ments, and  the  applause  of  unborn  millions,  will 
16th  Con,  1st  Sess 57 


I  be  the  soul-ennobling  reward  of  virtuous  ambition 
in  the  one  case,  they  will  behold  the  other  sitting 
upon  the  ruins  of  Carthage,  more  emblematical  of 
fallen  greatness  than  the  very  ruins  which  sur- 
rounded it.  They  will  follow  it  in  its  (light  from  the 
bloody  plains  of  Pharsalia,  and  behold  it  naked 
lifeless,  friendless,  and  inurned  on  Egypt's  sultry 
shore ;  they  will  see  it  for  a  few  splendid  years 
awing  the  world— then  behold  it  stript  of  imperial 
power  and  splendor,  cut  off  from  all  the  endearing 
sympathies  of  our  nature,  our  consolation  in  mis- 
fortune, and  exiled  to  a  rock  in  the  great  Pacific 
ocean. 

Here,  sir,  when  we  who  are  now  guiding  the 
destinies  of  our  country  will  be  silent  in  the  dust, 
our  children  from  the  North  and  the  South,  from 
the  East  and  the  West,  will  meet  in  mournful  si- 
lence ;  the  great  events  of  the  Revolution  will  pass 
in  solemn  review  before  them ;  the  disasters  of 
defeat,  and  the  triumphs  of  victory.  They  will 
behold  the  man  whose  cause  I  now  advocate,  gui- 
ding the  storm  and  directing  the  energies  of  an 
injured  people,  determined  to  be  free.  They  will 
remember  the  joint  exertions,  the  kindred  blood 
which  flowed  to  purchase  our  freedom,  and  will 
kneel  around  it,  and  with  full  hearts  swear  to 
transmit  the  rich  inheritance  unimpaired  to  their 
latest  posterity. 

All  the  enlightened  nations  of  antiquity  consid- 
ered it  a  duty  not  only  to  commemorate  the  vir- 
tuous deeds,  but  to  perpetuate  to  their  posterity  the 
very  form  and  appearance  of  their  illustrious  dead. 
To  this  end  all  their  literature  and  arts  were  equally 
subservient.  On  the  one  hand,  whilst  history  re- 
corded, and  eloquence  rendered  immortal,  their 
virtues  and  warlike  achievements  ;  on  the  other 
hand,  the  marble,  decorated  with  the  ornaments 
of  drapery,  seemed  to  breathe  under  the  chisel  of 
the  artist,  and  an  artificial  form  on  canvass  was 
almost  penciled  into  life — dividing  empire  with 
the  grave,  and  handing  down  to  posterity  the  ven- 
erable ima^e  of  the  benefactors  of  their  country. 
Hence  the  incentive  to  great  actions ;  hence  that 
undaunted  courage  which  made  them  superior  to 
the  dangers  of  the  field  ;  and  hence  that  noble 
emulation  which  stimulated  them  to  aspire  after 
generous  fame  and  everlasting  renown,  when  they 
knew,  and  acted  under  the  influence  of  that  knowl- 
edge, that  they  would  survive  the  decay  of  nature, 
and  be  seen  and  venerated  in  other  times. 

Do  we  fear  the  amount  of  the  expenditure? 
Quadruple  the  sum  expended  whilst  debating  the 
Missouri  question,  will  cover  the  amount  neces- 
sary. But,  admitting  it  should  be  more,  will  my 
country  promise,  and  promise,  and  never  perform  ? 
On  the  17th  of  August,  1783,  in  the  moment  of 
triumph,  when  the  services  of  Wa.shington  called 
forth  universal  expressions  of  grateful  feeling,  the 
Continental  Congress  unanimously  voted  him  an 
equestrian  bronze  statue  ;  but,  notwithstanding  his 
virtues  and  great  achievements,  he  had  the  morti- 
fication to  outlive  the  gratitude  of  his  country,  for 
it  has  never  been  procured. 

In  1799,  after  having  done  all  the  good  in  his 
power,  and  he  was  summoned  to  join  the  general 
congress  of  virtue  above,  remember  the  pledge  that 
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was  given  to  this  mighty  people,  who  were  then 
in  tears.  Your  chair,  sir,  was  shrouded  in  black  ; 
the  then  Congress,  in  a  body,  waited  on  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  tJnited  States,  in  condolence  for  the 
national  loss.  They  requested  of  his  illustrious, 
disconsolate  consort,  the  body  of  the  Father  of  our 
Country,  which  was  assented  to  ;  and  in  May  of 
the  subsequent  year  a  bill  was  introduced  into  this 
House  to  erect  over  it  a  mausoleum.  And  what, 
let  me  ask,  has  been  done  ?  Other  revolutionary 
claims  have  been  adjusted  ;  but  this  great  national 
debt  of  gratitude  yet  remains  to  be  paid.  The  eyes 
of  the  world  are  upwii  us.  The  atfection  of  the 
American  people  demands  it ;  and  will  you  not 
gratify  them?  Will  you  justify  the  imputation 
of  the  charge  of  ingratitude,  which  history  infonus 
us  is  the  vice  of  Republics  ?  Will  you,  in  mo- 
ments of  joy  or  sorrow,  when  the  soul  is  animated 
or  melted  with  the  noble,  generous  feelings  of  the 
heart,  decree  statues  and  monuments,  and,  when 
those  feelings  have  subsided,  suffer  yourselves  to 
be  governed  by  motive>  of  a  character  less  meri- 
torious ? 

If  you  should  be  thus  unfortunately  influenced, 
authorize  a  national  subscription,  proclaim  to  the 
patriotism  of  the  American  people,  that  money  is 
wanting  to  procure  a  statue  and  erect  a  monument 
to  Washington  :  Riches  would  pour  forth  her 
treasures,  and  the  poor  Revolutionary  soldier,  whose 
heart  has  been  often  cheered  with  his  voice,  whilst 
fighting  the  battles  of  his  country,  will  perform 
his  last  pilgrimage,  and  give  all  he  has  to  give,  his 
tears. 

But,  sir,  I  know  I  may  be  told,  that  apprehen- 
sions are  entertained  for  fear  of  the  danger  of  the 
precedent :  that  others  less  meritorious  may  wish 
the  like  distinction.  My  regret  is,  sir,  that  the 
annals  of  mankind  have  not  as  yet,  and  I  much 
fear  will  never  produce  such  another  subject  of 
commemoration.  But  if,  in  the  course  of  human 
events,  our  country  should  be  invaded,  and  liberty 
driven  to  her  last  entrenchments,  some  mighty 
genius  should  arise,  whose  victorious  arm  should 
beat  back  the  invading  foe — sweep  them  off  with 
the  besom  of  destruction,  and  redeem  the  sinking 
destinies  of  my  country,  I  would  commemorate 
his  exploits  by  every  expression  of  national  grati- 
tude, and  erect  to  his  memory  a  monument  more 
durable  than  the  pyramids  of  the  Nile.     All  these 

florious  exploits,  and  more,  have  been  performed 
y  this  illustrious  man  ;  and  if  ever  man  deserved 
the  distinguished  evidence  of  a  nation's  love,  it  is 
Washington.  So  eminent  have  been  his  services, 
that  he  has  been,  and  will  be  throughout  every 
age,  the  theme  of  universal  panegyric. 

Tne  liberties  of  other  countries  have  been  ac- 
quired by  the  united  exertions  of  numbers;  but 
whilst  I  justly  admire  and  duly  apprticiate  the 
talents,  the  firmness,  and  integrity  of  other  illus- 
trious\)atriots  of  the  Revolution,!  appeal  to  his- 
tory to  SAY,  whether  the  liberty  of  this  country  was 
not  acquired  as  much  by  his"  skill  and  prudence, 
as  by  the  fotx^c  of  numbers.  At  the  cotumence- 
toent  and  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  remem- 
ber the  difficulties  he  had  to  encounter;  at  the 
head  of  militiamen,  undisciplined,  and  without 


any  motives  for  union  but  those  of  common  danger, 
he  dared  to  oppose  a  Power  whose  veterans  had 
recently  conquered  in  every  clime,  and  whose  flag 
waved  in  proud  triumph  round  the  world.  Han- 
nibal like,  he  soon  converted  the  licentiousness  of 
freemen  into  the  orderly  discipline  of  the  soldier, 
and  by  sui)erior  military  skill,  drove  his  arrogant 
confident  foe  from  his  encampment  in  Boston. 
On  the  15th  of  November,  1776,  two  thousand 
seven  hundred  of  his  ^oldiers  were  captured  at  Fort 
Washington,  The  1st  of  December  of  the  same 
year,  their  term  of  service  having  expired,  twelve 
thousand  more  claimed  their  discharge,  and  left 
him  with  less  than  three  thousand  efl'ective  men  ; 
with  this  remnant,  in  the  dead  of  Winter,  and  in 
the  face  of  a  vastly  superior  force,  he  kept  the 
field,  and  convinced  his  foe  that  although  his  phy- 
sical numbers  were  diminished,  his  moral  force 
was  the  same,  and  that  he  might  destroy,  but  could 
never  conquer  freemen. 

At  this  awful  moment,  the  stoutest  hearts  were 
appalled ;  not  only  the  poor  and  humble,  but  the 
rich  and  influential,  gave  up  all  as  lost,  and  num- 
bers claimed  the  protection  of  a  powerful  enemy. 
Yes,  sir,  he  was  forsaken,  and  when  counselled  to 
make  his  own  peace,  he  indignantly  repelled  the 
advice,  and  declared  that  he  would  carry  the  war 
into  the  upper  part  of  his  native  State,  and  if  driven 
from  thence,  he  would  raise  the  standard  of  liberty 
beyond  the  mountains.  Oh  !  my  country,  he  was 
our  father — he  was  our  friend.  In  the  mo.st  gloomy 
moments  of  our  Revolution,  when  all  our  prospects 
were  darkened — whf>n  hope  herself  was  sinking  in 
despair,  his  great  mind  never  faltered.  No  mailer 
what  disaster  befell  you,  no  matter  what  misfortune 
awaited  you,  he  was  faithful  :  he  rose  superior  to 
the  one,  and  prepared  with  manly  fortitude  to  en- 
counter the  other;  and  after  enduring  trials  the 
most  afflicting,  and  encountering  dangers  the  mast 
appalling,  he  succeeded  in  establishing  the  libertieN 
of  his  country,  by  triumphing  over  the  hero  who 
was  nursed  in  arms  on  the  plains  where  Wolfe, 
Montcalm,  and  Montgomery  fell. 

At  the  close  of  the  American  Revolution,  he 
exhibited  to  the  world  a  spectacle  to  which  history 
furnishes  no  parallel.  His  country  was  exhausted  ; 
without  union,  without  money,  and  without  cre- 
dit ;  flushed  with  victory,  and  a  gallant  army  at 
command,  like  other  conquerors  he,  too,  might 
have  taken  advantage  of  the  times,  triumphed  over 
the  rights  of  the  people,  and  ascended  to  empire. 
But,  ambition  stop  thy  mad  career,  and  copy  the 
glorious  example.  Instead  of  fomenting,  he  ap- 
peased and  suppressed  the  discontent  of  an  en- 
raged soldiery ;  and  after  having  led  them  from 
victory  to  victory,  and  dispelled  the  horrors  of  a 
bloody  and  protracted  war,  and  there  was  nothing 
else  to  conquer  but  himself^  or  the  liberties  of  his 
country,  he  strip|)ed  victory  of  her  chains,  em- 
braced for  the  last  time  his  oflBcers,  the  compan- 
ions of  his  glory,  and  with  tears  in  his  eyes  bid  his 
soldiers  an  everlasting  farewell ;  then  repaired  to 
the  Hall  of  Congress,  and  resigned  back  to  the 
representatives  of  the  people  that  power  which  he 
had  used  only  to  redeem  them  and  their  country- 
men from  misery,  from  slavery,  and  from  death. 
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What  American,  within  the  hearing  of  mv 
voice,  whose  heart  does  not  melt  with  gratitude  at 
the  name  of  Washington  !  What  languacre  so 
barbarous  as  does  not  speak  his  name !  What  na 
non  so  distant  as  does  not  resound  with  his  praise  ' 
Eminent  without  magnificence;  superior  without 
vanity;  and  elevated  without  pride,  he  was  the 
adniiration  of  an  astoni.shed  world.  '  Faithful  to 
his  friends,  generous  to  his  companions,  and  a  phi- 

'  ■'"^^T"'  J*"  ^^^  ''^'y  be'"?  o*"  nian.  he  liVed 
loved  by  the  good,  caressed  by  the  great,  and 
feared  and  respected  by  his  very  enemk  Firm 
and  inflexible  in  the  pursuit  of  justice  and  truth, 
he  scorned  equally  simulation  and  detraction 
Gr«>ce  may  tell  of  her  legislators;  Rome  may 

^J[  W    ""'''  ''"'  ^^^'  °'*^  °^  '•^""^^v  ^an 
boast  a  WA.sHiNCTON—a  man  so  renowned '  both 
in  peace  and  war  ?    Leonidas  was  patriotic  ;  Aris- 
tidesjust;  Hannibal  was  patient;  Fabius  prudent- 
bcipio  was  continent ;  Caesar  merciful ;  .Marcel- 
1  us  courageous,  and  Cato  of  inflexible  inte^rrity 
yet,  these  virtues  which  separately  distinguished 
hose  mighty  men  of  antiquity,  were  all  unittnl  in 
the  character  of  this  singular  great  man,  and  raised 
^.m  above  the  level  of  mankind;  he  was  so  pre 
f  minent  that  envy  hever  dared  to  rais^its   mali<r- 
nant  glance  to  the  elevation  of  his  virtues      Other 
heroes  are  renowned  for  subjuga ting-he  for  liber- 
ating his  country.    Kings  and  Princes  derive  honor 
from  crowns  and  from  sceptres-he,  le.ss  (fbm  the 

tZ      cl  ^'^""? ,;»'«"   'he  digni'ty  of  his  own 
m  nd.     Cjpsar  and  PomjHT,  on  the  plains  of  Phar- 
saiia  competed  for  the  mastery  of  the  world— he 
anndst  contemporaries  capableof  saving  and  ennc- 
bliW-empires,  ran   his  splendid  career  without  n  ' 
rivaf  or  competitor.     To  crown  all  his  other  grea  t  , 

'r^lne:'    h"''    "    T^'^   ^"   '^^^'''^'^  h"""' 
?f?h  "2''.t'  :'''''  ^  ^-hrist.an-not  only  the  favorite 
of  the  earth,  but  we  humbly  hope  of  keaven. 

lifp  ton  ft  "  '^u  "'J  "[i'h"  ^^^^'  "'^'"  '"  public 
ife  tend  to  ennoble  the  h<<fo  and  render  illa.strious 

the  statesman  m  private  it   is  cursed  with  every 
vice   which   degrade   the   man.      In   public    hfe'^ 
WAsmNGTON  .s  conduct  was  unrivalled;  and,  in 
pruate    there  was  not  one  circumstance  of  his 
whole  life  which  virtue  would  blush  to  own.    A 
in  the  meridian  of  life,  religion  gave  dignity  to 
every  action,  so  in  the  evening  of  his  dayfwLn 
the  troubles  and  perils  of  life  were  pLst  't' bermed 
resplendent,  l.ke  the  rainbow  on  the  sk  rts  of^Se 
TnV     '  '\?^°^''he  blessed  harbin<rer  of  eternal 
sunshine  in  the  r«ilms  of  everlasting  !lay. 

rertlv'th;;K^*^^.^''''r'°.  ^'"'"'"^'^  ^''^^  '"^re  cor- 
rectly the  character  of  this  great  man,  let  us  pause 
for  a  moment,  and  take  a  cursory  view  of  the 
present  unhappy  situation  of  other  Vountries  and 
{jeople  compared  with  our  own.  Look  throS^h 
he  extensive  comments  of  Africa  and  Asia  and 
there  is  not  the  least  vestige  of  learning*  or  hber^y 


H.  or  R. 


•  Mr.    E.    is    aware  of  the  College   of  Fort    Wil 
iara,  and  the  Bibliotheca  Biblica  in  Bengal,  the  srn ta" 
C.«a  or  Holy  Office  at  Goa,  and  the  schools  e«LS 
'1;     r'T/-  ^^^?"'  ''y  '^'  ^"'•''b  °"  »he  western 

ZT.kL       I'll-  u"'  '^'  ^""'^^  ^^'•^^  has  resulted 
from  those  establishment*  is  not  yet  perceptible. 


Lv^f  ^r'^'  Iir^J?  *"d"^trious  the  research. 
l^gypt,  the  cradle  of  letters,  is  now  the  abodrnf 
gnorance  and  fanaticism.  The^icenda^t  of 
Ham  are  sold  into  every  clime,  and  those  tha^rt 
mam  wither  under  the  despotism  of  ch  eftli^ 
who  consip  them  to  destruction  with  as  liule  ?i 
morse  as  tFie  rude  stonns  of  the  desert  which  nJ^ 
age  their  native  dime. 

Assyria,  once  the  proud  mistress  of  Asia  has 
long  since  been  blotted  from  the  face  of  empire 
Bablyon,  with  her  wall  which  proudly  defiedThe 
Persian,  has  mmgled  with  the  dust,  and  the  lonely 
traveller  weeps  over  the  ruins  of  Palmyra  with 
scarcely  a  page  to  tell  its  name.  ^ 

f..^r^  ^/L"""^  ^'i^  '°"'  °^  Abraham,  once  the 
favorites  of  Heaven  ?    They  are  banished  from  the 

land  of  promise,  and,  as  was  prophesied,  are  "sifted 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth." 

Look  into  humbled  Europe,  and  lo !  there  is  not 
one  az.ire  .^t  to  cheer  the  gloom  of  the  political 
horizon,     the  Ottoman  sla^'e  treads,  ins^n    ble 

w.v?r""'   ^'••^   "^  ^^^^'^on,   and   despoS 
sways  her  iron  sceptre  at  the  very  Strait  of  Ther- 
mopylae.    Persecuted  liberty  has  fled  from  Eng- 
land, the  country  of  Hampden  and  Sydney,  anl 
a  though  the  workshop  of  the  world,  sfie  is  cursed 
nith  a  debt  which  no  indu.stry  can  redeem.     Po- 
land   martyred  Poland,  with  sixteen  millions  of 
people,  forms  one  of  the  outposts  to  the  empire  of 
the  descendant  of  Magog !     Italy,  the  home  of  the 
Ca-sars,  and  the  grave  of  the  heroes  of  antiquity 
cringes  under  the  domination  of  timid  Austria! 
J>hist  France,  generous,  gallant  France,  plun- 
dered and  exhausted,  weeps  over  the  recollection 
ot  the  sjjjendor  of  days  that  are  past. 

..  illT  T^l  l""^/*"^"''""  to  this  hanpy  country, 
the  land  of  M  ashington  and  sky  of^  Franklin  ;» 
the  home  of  the  homeless;  the  last  refuge  of  op- 
pressed  humanity.     Here  agriculture  flourishes  • 
I  H"""  ^^."^'""^^  whitens  the  ocean,  and  every  wind 
I  that  blows  wafts  into  our  ports  the  riches  of  every 
I  clime.     Here  we  find  an  empire  of  laws  which 
guards  our  rights,  both  civil  and  religious,  and 
which  knows  no  distinction  but  such  as  merit  con- 
fers and  virtue  approves.      Where  the  poor  man 
in  the  tattered  garb  of  plebeian  humility,  sits  en- 
throned upon  the  altar  of  justice,  and  there  is  no 
titled,  fictitious  greatness  to  injure  or  oppress  him 
t  ontrast  this  happy  situation  with  that  of  Eu- 
rope, Asia,  and  Africa;  contrast  it  with  your  own 
situation  under  colonial  servitude;  read  your  Dec- 
aration  of  Independence,  and  realize,  if' you  can, 
the  fjlack  catalogue  of  injury  and  oppression  under 
Which  you  then  groaned  ;  your  petitions  rejected— 
your  complaints  derided  and  suppressed— not  by  a 
redress  of  grievances,  but  by  menaces;  a  whole 
people  outlawed,  and  given  up  to  military"  despo- 
tism ;  then  ask  yourselves  who  headed  your  armies 
who  fought  your  battles,  who  most  contributed  to 
raise  you  from  that  state  of  misery  and  dependence 
and  gave  you  rank  among  the  nations  of  the  earth! 
And  O  my  country,  I  blush  to  think  this  our  great- 
est earthly  friend,  almost  within  sight  of  the  very 
walls  in  which  we  deliberate,  reposes  under  the 
humble  clod  of  the  hill,  without  one  national  stone 
to  tell  posterity  where  he  lies.   I  call  upon  the  ven- 
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erable  patriots  of  the  Revolution,  some  of  whom  I 
yet  see  mingling  in  the  deliberations  of  my  coun- 
try ;  I  call  upon  the  friends  of  Warren  and  of 
Greene,  oi  Mercer,  Sumter,  Marion,  and  Mont- 
gomery; nay,  I  call  upon  the  Representatives  of 
the  whole  American  people  to  redeem  my  country 
from  such  deep  ingratitude;  and  if  any  remnant  of 
affection  for  Washington  still  lingers  about  the 
heart,  I  know  I  will  not  call  in  vain.     When  did 
your    country  ever  call,  and  he   did  not  obey? 
When  did  it  ever  want  his  aid,  and  he  did  not 
readily  yield  it   his  assistance?     What   is  your 
whole  history?    It  is  but  little  more  than  the  rec- 
ord of  his  obedience,  his  virtues,  and  his  services  ; 
and,  painful  to  think,  this  same  history,  whilst  it 
wilJ  record  the  unfeeling  ingratitude  of  his  coun- 
try, will  inform  posterity  that,  for  that  very  coun- 
try, he  staked  his  life,  determined  to  redeem  it  from 
slavery  or  perish  in  the  attempt.     And  can  you— 
wiU  you  refuse  to  bury  him?     Oh  no !  Let  us  rise 
up  at  once,  and  with  united  acclaim  decree  him  a 
statue.    Let  us  outstrip  the  march  of  ages,  and 
erect  5  monument,  not  merely  equal  to  our  present 
condiGgn,  but  commensurate  with   the  splendid 
destiny  which  awaits  us.     He  is  the  Father  of  our 
Couplry ;  let  us  demand  his  body,  and  erect  over 
It  a  rnausoleum  at  which  Time  in  his  passage  to 
eternity  will  point  and  tell  to  every  age  thefflorious 
gratitude  of  the  American  people.     And  wlien  the 
national  sympathy  shall  be  forgot,  and  the  mem- 
ory of  man  faded  away ;  when  tradition  itself  shall 
have  bad  an  end,  and  history  be  regarded  as  the 
splendid  fiction  of  fancy  or  tale  of  romance,  this 
monument  shall  stand  throughout  every  ao-e,  the 
imperishable  evidence  of  his  virtues  and  a  nation's 
love. 

When  Mr.  E.  had  concluded,  the  question  was 
taken  that  the  House  do  now  proceed  to  consider 
the  said  resolves,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative. " 
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The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  the 
relief  of  ci^r tain  sufferers  by  the  late  fire  at  Savan- 
nah. 

Mr.  Reid  moved  to  amend  the  bill  (which  pro- 
poses to  remit  one-fourth  of  the  amount  of  duties 
on  imported  goods  destroyed  by  the  fire)  so  as  to 
provide  for  the  remission  of  the  whole  amount  of 
such  duties. 

In  support  of  this  motion,  Mr.  Reid  delivered  a 
speech  of  some  length,  sustaining  himself  by  pre- 
cedents adduced  from  the  statute  book,  as  well  as 
by  arguments  going  to  show  the  equity,  and  ex- 
pediency of  Legislative  interposition,  to  the  extent 
which  he  had  proposed.  He  described  the  extent 
ot  this  calamity  in  glowing  terms,  and  invoked  the 
justice  of  this  House,  to  relieve  the  sufferers  from 
the  additional  loss  of  the  amount  of  duties  on  ffoods 
destroyed. 

Mr.  CuTiiBERT,  of  Georgia,  delivered  the  fol- 
lowing obsservations: 

Jt'  9^!'^i!;"lan^I  entirely  approve  of  the  motion 
t^tore  the  Committee,  and  should  have  proposed 
It  myself,  had  I  not  been  anticipated  by  my  friend 


and  colleague.  Every  reason  which  should  in- 
duce Congress  to  remit  one-fourth,  with  the  same 
force  requires  us  to  remit  the  whole  of  the  duties 
under  consideration.  In  order  to  show  the  pro- 
priety of  remitting  these,  I  will  draw  the  attention 
ol  the  Committee,  for  a  moment,  to  the  designs 
with  which  duties  are  imposed.  One  object  in- 
tended to  be  accomplished  by  them  is  the  encour- 
agement of  domestic  manufactures. 

In  more  populous  countries  labor  is  cheaper,  and 
manufactures  are  in  general  executed  with  less 
expense  than  in  the  United  States.  The  merchant 
might  import  foreign  fabrics  with  so  little  cost  as 
to  sell  them  at  a  price  that  would  be  ruinous  to 
the  domestic  manufacturer.  To  guard  acrainst 
this  evil,  to  prevent  the  domestic  manufacturer 
being  driven  from  the  market,  to  enable  him  to 
enter  into  the  competition  with  a  hope  of  success 
a  duty  IS  laid  on  the  foreign  fabric,  intended  to 
raise  its  price  to  a  level  with  that  at  which  the 
domestic  manufacturer  may  afford  to  sell  his 
wares. 

The  other  design  of  duties  is  to  raise  a  revenue 
in  a  mode  the  least  unpleasant  and  burdensome  to 
the  people.  The  importer  pays  the  duty  to  the 
Government,  and  adds  it  to  the  price  at  which  he 
might  otherwise  have  sold  his  goods.  The  bur- 
den is  thus  transferred  to  the  consumer.  He 
knows  the  price  before  he  makes  the  purchase,  and 
his  purchase  is  an  act  of  his  own  will.  He  does 
not  feel  that  he  is  paying  a  tax  to  the  Govern- 
ment in  addition  to  the  natural  price  of  the  article. 
He  is,  at  his  own  discretion,  cousnlung  only  his 
own  individual  happiness.  The  mass  of  the  peo- 
ple know  that  vast  funds  are  acquired  by  the  ma- 
cninery  of  Government ;  but  tht-y  do  not  feel  that 
they  are  daily  contributing  to  raise  this  revenue. 

When  goods  are  imported,  not  to  remain,  but  to 
be  exported  to  some  third  country,  both  of  these 
reasons  for  imposing  the  duty  cea>e  to  operate. 
When  foreign  goods  are  thus  ex|Kjrted,  they  are 
withdrawn  Irom  the  competition  with  domestic 
manufactures.     Their  existence  can  no  longer  pre- 
vent the  sale,  or  reduce  the  price  of  wares  fabri- 
cated within  our  country,  and  a  duty  on  them  can 
have  no  influence  in  encouraging  domestic  manu- 
factures.    And  in  this  case  the  collection  of  a  duty 
on  them  would  not  be  that  least  unpleasant  and 
burdensome  mode  of  raising  a  revenue,  which  we 
have  noticed.     On  the  contrary,  it  would   be  an 
insupportable  burden  on  the  merchant,  consuming 
his  profits,  impairing  his  energy,  and   n-nressing 
his  spirit  ot  enterprise. 

The  reasons  ol  the  duty  having  ceased,  it  ought 
not  to  be  collected,  and,  by  a  general  provision  of 
the  law,  in  all  such  cases  it  is  remitted.  Then 
does  the  merchant  pay  for  the  privilege  of  import- 
ing ?  No.  For  if  he  imports  goods,  and  then 
exports  them,  he  pays  no  duty.  The  duty  pays 
for  something  additional  to  the  right  of  importing; 
It  pays  for  the  right  of  importing  and  selling  in 
the  country.  In  the  cases  which  the  present  bill 
IS  designed  to  cover,  the  goods  have  not  been  ex- 
ported ;  they  have,  while  in  the  possession  of  the 
importers,  been  destroyed  by  an  overwhelming 
calamity,  which  no  mortal  prudence  could  avert. 
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■  whose  desolating  fury  no  human  activity  or  cour- 
affe  could  arrest,  and  which  has  laid  in  ashes  one 
of  our  finest  cities. 

The  merchants  have  had  only  the  privilefre  of 
importing;  they  have  not  the  possibility  of  selling 
The  reasons  of  the  duty  have  as  entirely  ceased 
as  if  the  goods  had  been  exported.     Are  they  not 
withdrawn  from  a  possibility  of  injuring  the  sale 
of  domestic  manufactures?     Do  they  not  cease  to 
aflord  the  least  unpleasant  and  burdensome  mode 
ot  raising  a  revenue?    On   the  contrary,  would 
not  the  collection  of  a  duty  on  them  be  an  insup- 
portable burden,  weighing  down  to  the  earth  un- 
tortunate  men,  who  are  now  tottering  under  the 
stroke  of  Heaven  ?    Yes,  sir.     The  reasons,  the 
equity  ol  the  duty  have  as  much  ceased  as  if  the 
goods   had    been   exported— the   collection   of  it 
would  be  an  act  of  injustice  and  oppression. 

Do  you  doubt  your  power?  You  have  power 
to  impose,  and  have  you  not  equal  power  to  take 
off  duties?  In  numerous  instances,  in  which  the 
interests  of  religion,  or  of  the  fine  arts,  were 
thought  to  bt^  concerned.  Congress  has  remitted 
duties ;  It  has  remitted  duties  in  several  ca^es  pre- 
cisely parallel  to  the  present.  By  the  act  of  Aucr- 
ust  Ith,  1790,  the  duties  were  remitted  on  salt  de- 
stroyed by  a  flood  at  Annapolis.  Two  importa- 
tions of  coffee,  into  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  were 
destroyed  by  fire;  by  the  act  of  May  9th,  1794  the 

5li!"'^n1  ^'T'^  ^"^^  remitted.     By  the  act  of  iune 
7th,  1794,  the  duties  were  remitted  on  spirits  de- 
stroyed by  fire  in  Vermont.     By  the  act  of  March 
Jd,  lb04  duties  were  remitted  on  tea,  destroyed  by 
fire  at  Providence.     Such  has  been  the  repeated 
practice  of  the  Government.     But  the  gentleman 
Irom  North  Carolina  says,  that  the  Constitution 
has  given  us  no  jwwer  to  remit  duties.     Does  he 
look  into  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  for 
authority  to  act  with  fairness,  equity,  and  honor? 
1  hope  that  the  members  of  this  body  have  suffi- 
cient instructions  in  their  own  bosoms  thus  to  act 
and  that,  for  principles  of  equity  and  honor,  we 
have  no  reason  to  resort  to  written  constitution^ 
1  he  same  gCHtleman  has  said,  that  the  present 
application  is  contrary  to  the  established  princi- 
ples of  trade.     He  has  said,  (I  use  his  own  lan- 
guage,) if  A  sells  to  B  aoods,  which  are  destroyed 
by  any  casualty,  while  in  the  possession  of  the  lat- 
ter, as  well  might  he  request  A  to  release  him  from 
the  debt  incurred  by  his  purchase.     This  case  is 
not  parallel  to  that  of  the  applicants  of  Savannah. 
On  the  supposition  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  the  bond  given  by  B  to  A  was  the  equiv- 
alent for  goods  which  A  had  parted  with.    B  can- 
not restore  to  A  the  consideration,  the  property, 
for  which  the  bond  had  been  given.     Widely  dif- 
ferent IS  the  case  of  the  merchants  of  Savannah. 
The  Government  has  not  parted  with  any  prop- 
erty.    Ihe  bonds  or  other  specialties  given  as  an 
equivalent  for  the  goods  destroyed  are  still  due 
and  niust  be  paid  to  merchants  in  PhUadelphia! 
New  York,  Boston,  and   England.     That  con- 
sideration, for  which   the   bonds  that   you  hold 
were  given,  has  returned  to  you  entire  and  unim- 
paired.    The  conflagration  has  produced,  in  the 
supply  for  Georgia,  a  chasm  which  will  be  filled 
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up  by  a  subsequent  importation.  That  very  priri- 
lege  of  importing  and  selling  goods  to  the  amoi^t 
destroyed  ty  fire  for  whichSfe  bonds  i^quesS 
were  given,  has  been  taken,  bv  the  irresistible  hand 
of  Providence  ma  dreadfuf  calamity,  from  the 
unfortunate  merchants,  and  will  be  sold  by  vou 
to  other  importers.  If  the  tariff  should  be  rai^ 
as  proposed  by  a  bill  on  the  table,  this  second  S 
wifl  yield  you  a  sum  greater  than  the  amounfof 
^e  bonds  ;  and  even  after  you  have  remitted  the 
bonds,  your  Treasury  will  have  gained  by  Se 
burning  of  Savannah.     Does  any  one  still  believe 

of  this  bill  ?     I  will  endeavor  to  make  the  subjSt 
a  little  more  clear.     That  part  of  the  reveiue 
which  arises  from  imports,  is  proportioned,  not  to 
the  goods  imported,  but  to  the  goods  used  in  the 
country      It  is  then  proportioned  to  the  domestic 
demand  for  goods.    'The  annual  revenue  arising 
from   imports  in  Georgia,  is  proportioned  to  tWe 
average  annual  consumption  in  that  State      This 
proportion  may  not  exist  in  every  year  separately, 
but  in  a  series  of  years  it  will  not  fdil  to  be  pre- 
served.    Suppose,  for  example,  that  the  annual 
consumption  of  foreign  merchandise  in  that  State 
amounts  to  a  million  of  dollars,  and  that  the  duties 
on  that  amount  are  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
By  uiiavoidable  misfortune  one-fourth  of  this  mer- 
chandi.se  is  destroyed  in  the  stores  of  the  import- 
ers, and  on  the  merchandise  thus  destroyed  Gov- 
ernment holds  bonds  for  duties  to  the  amount  of 
fifty  thousand  dollars.     The  goods  saved  from  de- 
struction are  less  by  one-fourth  than  the  annual 
consumption,  and  the  demand,  to  the  extent  of 
that  deficiency,  will  be  supplied  by  another  im- 
portation.   On  this  new  importation  duties  wiU 
accrue  to  the  amount  of  fifty  thousand  dollars.    If 
Government  exacts  the  payment  of  the  bonds  given 
on  the  importation  of  the  goods  destroyed,  instead 
ol   its  average  annual  revenue  of  two  hundred 
thousand,  It  will  in  this  year  receive  two  hundred 
and   fifty  thousand   dollars.     What  will   be  the 
cause   of  this   increase  of  your  revenue''     The 
losses  of  the  merchants  of  Savannah.     Who  will 
pay  this  extra   duty  on   goods  not   used  in  the 
country  ?    The  unfortunate  applicants  of  Savan- 
nah, most  of  whom  have  in  one  night  been  re- 
duced to  poverty.     If  you  exact  the  payment  of 
the  bonds,  you  will  gain  some  addition  to  your 
revenue  from  the  sufferings  of  your  citizens,  from 
the  burning  of  one  of  your  cities.     Can  this  be 
your  desire?    Do  you  not  look  with  abhorrence 
on  such  an  acquisition  ?   Shylock  may  demand  his 
pound  of  flesh,  but  I  hope  that  the  Government  of 
my  country  is  actuated  by  different  feelings.     If 
you  remit  the  bonds  you  will  only  consent  not  to 
gain  by  the  losses  of  your  citizens,  and  your  Trea- 
sury will  be  in  the  situation  in  which  you  would 
have  seen  it  if  the  terrific  flames  had  not  swept 
Savannah  with  the  besom  of  destruction. 

This  Congress  is  distinguished  by  a  laudable 
zeal  for  economy ;  a  spirit  which  should  charac- 
terize our  Government  at  all  times,  and  which  is 
peculiarly  necessary  in  the  present  condition  of 
our  finances.  But  I  hope  that  this  zeal  for  econ- 
omy will  not  lead  us  to  an  indiscriminate  retrench- 
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in  us  a  passion  Kr  unhallowed  cam  The  Gov  '  l?i^  .  r  .^  ^'  ^^^o"'*^  fi"^  "«  Power  in  Con- 
emment  should  never  pursracou^ewhSw^^^^^^  ^f '^  T^'^^  '"   '''^^^  ^^ 

be  disgraceful  to  an  individual.  If  we^e  an  in  I  ^hosXlfTA  ll  '''/^'  °'^"  P"'?V^''^  ^*^«" 
dividual  refusing  expenditures  within  h^nowlr  !  K^.i  k^K^^^"*  '?  '''^-  C^^^^'j^t'on-  He  denied 
which  are  necessary  ?o  his  ^ealTh  and  bono?  wo  '"'  bill  rested  on  lustice  for  its  support,  how- 

do  not  admire  hisVudence-we  des^i^  K^^  !  He'JluflrAl^  ^''^'"^  might  reco'i mend  it. 
simony.     If  we  see  an   indiv^ual  t  a^^^^^^ 

every  thing  within  his  remand  availing  Sim     IT^nA       "'l !'''""  '''"^'^  "^  ^'^"""'^  •^«^»^> 
self  of  the  letter,   while  he' vfoUs   the  sP^t    --'-'"^-.^'  '""^'^  '^'  ■'^°  ^'^^'"^-'^^^  ^'^^^»  ^e- 
of  a  contract,   to  extort   the  last  farthing  from 
his  unhappy  debtor,  we  detest  his  unprincipled 
hard-hearted,   cruel    avarice.     I  am  aware   that 
when  men  are  acting  in  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment, they  have  not  that  regard  for  reputation, 
that  sense  of  honor,  that  tenderness  of  conscience 
which  the  same  men  would  feel  if  acting  for  them- 
selves.    Under  a  consciousness  that  they  are  in- 
fluenced by  no  narrow  selfishness,  and  that  they 
are  watching  over  the  great  interests  of  their  coun- 
try, they  believe  that   public  virtue  consists   in 
guardmg  the  public  purse,  and  they   feel  not  a 


muting  this  duty  and  taking  so  much  money  from 
the  Treasury,  which  he  contended  Congress  had 
no  right  to  do,  and  not  having  the  right,  he  denied 
the  force  of  precedent  to  justify  it. 

Mr.  Cobb  replied  to  Mr.  Siwith.  Where  he 
asked,  was  the  scruples  he  now  expressed,  when 
the  other  day,  a  bill  passed  to  remit  the  duties  on 
astatue  of  Washinuto.n,  imported  by  the  State 
ot  i\orth  Carolina ;  and  what  was  there  in  that 
case  to  make  it  stronger  than  this  ?  Mr.  C  then 
proceeded  to  make  a  number  of  remarks  in  sup- 
port of  this  bill  and  of  the  amendment  proposed 


icrupulo"us  resfWct  for' the'lul?  claimi  oV^imVivi/ I  ^°  */■  -^^^'^Vof  these  importers  he  said,  were 
uals.*^  I  entreaVmy  friends  C  the  cim,n.t?pp  n  ^  ''""^"r"^'  ^>'  '^'''  ''^^^f '  absolutely  pennileL,  and 
to  yield  to  this  iLion      The  ren.Z  nn^.7  °^     ^^f/^^m  every  consideration  entitled  to  relief. 


.  -  —  ---.  ...^„v..,  ...   wi.^  v^uiiiiuiiiet.' noi 

to  yield  to  this  illusion.  The  reputation  of  our 
country  should  be  as  dear  to  us  as  our  individual 
honor ;  we  should  be  as  careful  to  guard  our  coun- 
try from  the  imputation  of  injustice  as  to  preserve 


Mr.  h  ooT,  of  Connecticut,  said,  he  presumed  it 
would  be  unnecessary  for  any  member  of  this 
House  to  state,  that  his  sympathies  toward.^  our 
unfortunate    fellow-citizens    of  Savannah   were 


r^^ ^sl^^^'^t  ^:^^::^    W^^it^i^      We  commiserate  theiV-.uS;: 

feels  more  deeply  tLn  if  hXdsuffeVedX^^^^^       T'  ^"^' f' ^^  ^!^  "^'  to  legislate  under  the 
iniustice  from   n.  in";"i!!o?''^l  .u'TT^         inHuence  of  sympathy.     The  power  of  Congress 

IS  a  delegated  power;  and,  sir,  I  find  no  authority 
to  extend  the  hand  of  charity :  my  instructions 
contain  no  such  power.  The  question  now  before 
the  Committee  is  on  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  ffentleman  from  Georgia,  (.Mr.  Reid,)  to  the 
bi  I  Irom  the  Senate,  extending  to  the  remission  of 
all  tlie  duties,  instead  of  one-fourth,  as  proposed 
in  the  bill.  *^    * 

Sir,  I  am  opposed   to  that  principle  of  the  bill 


injustice  from  an  individual.  In  the  latter  case 
he  may  hate  the  avarice,  he  may  resent  the  dis- 
honestvj  of  his  fellow-citizen.  But  when  with  the 
sense  ot  injustice  he  connects  the  idea  of  the  irre- 
sistible power  of  the  Government,  exerted  to  op- 
press him,  while  he  broods  over  an  injury  for 
which  there  is  no  redress,  he  feeN  a  deewr  hatred 
He  detests  both  the  injustice  and  the  tyranny  un- 
der which  he  suffers.     I  hope  that  Congress  will  ,      ss,r  i  am  c 

th^s^gloomy  and  dee^rooted  hostility  to  tll^^-   j  ^^^^^^^Z  ^debrtU^"! 

./•  .      .  '   all'  n    Slim  nf  mr.r,r..r  f- .l._  nr ..  ■       ^i        T 


If  my  judgment  were  consulted  in  this  case,  the 
Government  should  not  merely  be  just,  it  should 
be  liberal.  It  should  not  only  refrain  from  op- 
pressing, It  should  show  a  paternal  solicitude  for 
the  welfare  of  its  suffering  citizens.     With  an  arm 


no  less  bountiful  than  powerfu    it\hn  ,  .!  Vnlr        "^'S'^^^"^"  "months  ?     It  will  be  impossible  to  aj 
the  afflicted-it  7houff    .  L  ^'^K^"  ^.1!^°"^^"^     'f'^  '^''  .amount  remaining  on  Lnd  unsold. 


the  afflicted— It  should  sustain  the  sinkinrrZ'ii 
should  be  foremost  to  shelter,  and  feed,  and  cfothe 
those  who,  in  consequence  of  one  severe  visitation 
of  Heaven,  are  houseless,  and  hungry,  and  naked. 
but  we  seek  no  charity ;  we  appeal  not  to  your 
generosity ;  we  ask  only  a  libe-ral  and  enlightened 
justice.  When  we  recommend  the  remission  of 
duties  the  reasons  and  equity  of  which  have 
ceased,  we  propose  to  yoiTto  cancel  a  debt  which 
you  cannot  collect  without  visiting  the  habitations 
M    Q^  with  injustice  and  oppression. 


ate  a  sum  of  money  from  the  Treasury,  in  charity. 
1  he  principle  is  the  same  in  both  cases.  But  I 
am  opposed  to  the  amendment  on  other  grounds. 

Wil  not  theamendment  embrace  the  wholeamount 
of  duties  which  have  accrued  within  from  nine  to 
eighteen  months  .?     It  will  be  impossible  to  ascer- 


the  principle  of  the  bill  be  correct,  it  is  but  fair  to 
presume  that  nut  more  than  one-fourth  of  the 
goods  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  importer, 
and  of  course  the  amount  proposed  to  be  remitted 
by  the  bill,  would  probably  embrace  the  amount  of 
the  goods  destroyed  in  the  hands  of  the  importer. 
Sir,  I  am  disposed  to  grant  all  the  relief  in  our 
power,  consistent  with  our  duty,  and  shall  offer  an 
amendment  to  extend  the  time  of  credit  on  those 
duties,  when  this  amendment  is  rejected. 
In  answer  to  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 


Mr.  S.M.Te,  of  North  Carol  na,reucantlv  on     Copp  f     '  '"i'^'  gentleman  from  Georgia,   Mr 
posed  the  amendment.     Were  he  Cerned  bv  hi."    t       1'^  '^^'°,  ^'^'^  '^>''"'  ^^^'^  ^^"  °"^  Constitu- 
f^eelings  alone  to  which  this  p-T.^'I^    I        r  ^"    ^'"^^^^  scruples  on  former  occasions  ?  the  genUe- 

pealedThe^SoSd  voefo^t^^^^^^^  T^^^^"*^^  ^'^^^'  "'^^  «^^' ^^^"^  I-^"P^« 

^  lor  me  Diu,  and  even  for  .  has  always  been  maintained.     He  will  recollect 
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my  opposition  to  the  bill  granting  land  to  the  deaf 
and  dumb  asylum,  upon  the  same  principle.  My 
course  has  been  uniform.  The  gentleman  calls 
upon  us  to  exercise  our  reason.  This,  sir,  we  in- 
tend to  do,  and  I  ask  him  to  do  the  same.  I  highly 
applaud  the  zeal  of  the  gentleman  in  favor  of  the 
unfortunate  suflferers  of  his  own  State;  but  he 
must  recollect  that  we  are  to  sympathize  as  meii 
but  not  as  kgisUUurs. 

The  gentleman  begs  of  us  some  better  reason 
for  opposi^  the  bill  than  Constitutional  doubts  ! 
Ihisissuffiaent  for  me,  sir;  but  there  are  other 
and  cogent  reasons  which  would  induce  me  to 
vote  against  one  of  the  principles  of  the  bill.  If 
it  IS  to  be  considered  an  act  of  charity,  it  ou^rhtto 
bo  distributed  equally  ;  if  of  justice,  imi)art1ality 
IS  indispensable.  But,  sir,  this  bill  is  confined  to 
the  importers  merely.  Why  not  extend  it  also  to 
the  purchaser  ?  He,  sir,  has  already  paid  to  the 
importer  the  amount  of  duty,  and  of  course  would 
have  a  stronger  claim  to  relief 

But,  sir,  the  importer,  who  has  prudently  insured 
his  property,  and  paid  his  premium,  receives  no 
relief  Are  we,  sir,  to  be  incorporated  into  an  in- 
surance company,  with  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted  States  for  president,  as  was  lately  proposed  to 
establish  a  turnpike  corajiany  on  the  Cumberland 
road  ? 

Gentlemen  claim  on  the  ground  of  former  pre- 
cedents. II  they  will  rest  their  claim  on  this 
ground,  they  will  find,  on  examination,  the  bal- 
ance of  precedents  against  them.  True  it  is  that 
in  some  instances,  such  relief  has  been  granted  • 
but,  sir,  a  IS  equally  true  that,  in  most  case.s,  relief 
has  been  refused. 

Do  gentlemen  i)ropose  to  open  the  doors  of  the 
Ireasury  to  remunerate  for  all  the  losses  by  fire? 
Sir,  your  Trea>ury  would  be  beggared;  your 
boasted  twenty-seven  millions  annually  would 
scarcely  remunerate  the  losses  which  are  annually 
sustained  by  this  destructive  element.  Sir,  you 
would  soon  find  a  more  alarming  deficit  than  now 
exists  in  your  Treasury. 

The  re{wrt   of  the   committee   of  the  Senate 
on  this  subject  having  been  read— 

F^^'  ^' m"-^^'-  delivered  his  sentiments  in  favor 
01  tbe  bill,  and  of  the  motion  now  depending. 
No  case  could  be  stronger;  and  even  those  who 
opposed  the  proposed  remission  were  obliged  to 
admit  there  were  precedents  in  point  on  the  statute 
book  It  was  indeed  said  that  Congress  had  re- 
fused to  remit  duties  in  similar  cases;  but  those 
cases  had  not  been  specified  or  enumerated,  as 
those  of  remission  had  been.  The  Constitutional 
objection  he  mtimated,  in  the  course  of  his  speech, 
was  entitled  to  but  little  weight;  as  it  could 
scarcely  be  doubted  that  Congress  had  power  to 
repeal  or  modify  its  own  revenue  lawsf  and  the 
measure  proposed  was  but  a  modification  or  repeal 
of  them  as  to  a  particular  case. 

Mr.  CuTHRERT  again  spoke,  in  reply  to  Mr 
Smith  and  Mr.  Foot.  To  refuse  this  equitable 
provision  would,  in  an  individual,  he  contended 
be  disgraceful ;  and,  in  his  view,  every  citizen 
and  particularly  every  member  of  this  House' 
ought  to  cherish  the  reputation  of  the  country  as 
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h^  u^Jh  ^"  °,T"-  '^^'''  '°^  ^^h^^  considerations, 
he  urged  on  the  attention  of  the  Committee  in 
favor  of  the  amendment  and  the  bill 

f.v^r' y^.t''^f  n  '"^^*^  '''™f  '■""^'•^^'  earnestly  in 
Ia\or  of  the  bill  and  amendment.  ' 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment proDosed  by  Mr.  Rem,,  and  decided  in  the 
negative,  by  a  large  majority. 

uu^\u  ^^^'^  ^^^"  P*^^^'^  ^"^  amendment  to  the 
rVi,  f  M  J^*"^  of  which  was  to  strike  out  so  much 
of  the  bill  as  proposes  to  remit  25  per  cent,  of  the 
amount  of  duties  (and  thus  confine  the  bill  to  a 
simple  extension  of  the  credit  on  the  bonds  for 
two  years.) 

The  motion  was  agreed  to— 63  to  53. 

Mr.  Clav  then  moved  to  add  a  new  section  to 
tne  bill,  the  object  of  which  was  to  appropriate 
fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers 
by  the  late  calan.itous  fire  at  Savannah,  to  be  an- 
plied  under  the  direction  of  the  Mayor  and  Alder- 
men  of  that  city. 

This  motion'  was  negatived  by  a  considerable 
majority. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
amendment  which  had  been  made  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Cobb  made  some  remarks,  by  way  of  re- 
moustraijce  against  a  concurrence  in  the  amend- 
ment made  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Mr 
Foot  replied  to  the  observations  particularly  ad- 
dressed to  him  on  this  subject.  xMr.  Cobb  re- 
joined. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in 
the  amendment  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
and  decided  m  the  affirmative— 70  to  G3.  ' 

The  amendment  was  then  further  amended,  so 
as  to  extend  the  term  of  credit  on  ffoods  destroyed 
from /ifo  to /(;i//- years.  ^  ' 

Thus  amended,  the  bill  was  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

After  spending  some  time  in  Committee  on  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Walter  Manning,  the  House 
adjourned. 


Frid.w,  April  7. 
n  '^^'^i.^ivER.MORE,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
1  ost  Office  and  Post  Roads,  who  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  affording  some 
pecuniary  relief  to  the  widow  of  John  Heaps,  de- 
ceased, made  a  report,  which  was  read  ;  when, 
r  ;  1  '■^J^^^^'^  ^  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 
of  John  Heaps;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Cook  moved  that  the  House  do  now  proceed 
to  consider  the  bill  authorizing  the  Governor  of 
Illinois  to  obtain  certain  abstracts  of  land  from 
certain  public  offices.     The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Barbour  moved  that  the  Hou.se  do  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  amendment  submitted  by 
him  yesterday  to  the  standing  rules  of  the  House. 
The  motion  was  negatived. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  first  amendment 
to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  1820,"  and  insist  on  their  second  amend- 
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ment  to  the  f.aid  bill,  and  ask  a  conference  upon 
the  subject  of  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on    the   said  amendment,  and    have  ap- 
pointed managers  at  the  said  conference  on  their 
part;  and  they  have  passed  bills  of  the  followin^r 
titles,  to  wit:    An  act   providing  (or  the   better 
organization   of  the   Treasury    Department;    an 
act  further  to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the 
United  States ;  and  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Tench  Francis,  deceased  • 
in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain sufferers  by  the  late  fire  at  Savannah,  Avas 
read  a  third  lime  as  amended,  and  passed  ;  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Walter  Channing  was  read  a 
<hird  time,  and  finally  passed;  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  Steel  was  read  a  third  time,  passed 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence.  ' 

The  followinjr  bills,  which  originated  with  the 
committees  of  this  Hou>e,  to  wit:  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Jacob  Konkopot  and  others  of  the  nation 
of  Stockbridge  Indians;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Elkanah  Finney;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James 
Mackay.  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri ;  the  bill  for 
the  rehet  of  Fielding  Jones ;  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Captain  Stanton  Sholes  ;  the  bill  fur  the  relief 
of  John  Wells;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Beck  and 
Harvey;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  Joseph  de 
Beauheu;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Christopher 
MiUer  ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  B.  Beall  • 
the  bill  confirming  the  title  of  the  Mohiccan  or 
btockbridge  tribe  of  Indians  ;  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  certain  settlers  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  who  re- 
side within  the  Vincennes  land  district;  the  bill 
lor  the  j^ehef  of  Martha  Flood;  the  bill  for  the  re- 


li*>f  r^f  rko,i      e    T .  ..'         '^'" 'ui  uu- re-    leu  states,"  was  read  twic 


administrators  of  William  Jones  ;  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  and  representatives  of  Isaac  Mel- 
chior,  deceased;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Coffin  and  others  ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James 
Merri  ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  D.  Carter  • 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Kin^;  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Jos.  W.  Skinner;  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  B.  Regnier;  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Law  and  Jonathan  Elliot,  citizens  of 
Washington — 

f  J'^^t^  wu  f ''^'^^"y  Pa^^d  through  Commit- 
tees of  the  Whole,  and  were  ordered  to  be  en<rrossed 
for  a  third  reading  with  the  exception  of  the  two 
following:  The  bill  confirming  the  title  of  the 
Mohiccan  and  Stockbridge  tribe  of  Indians;  and 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Kin^-. 
last  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  ' 


making  new  models,  and  casts  of  busts,  and  other 
things  therein  mentioned  ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  ' 
Mr.  S.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  State  to  issue 
letters  patent  to  Henry  Burden  ;  which  Avas  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
VV  hole. 

Mr.  S.  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Susannah  Stewart;  which  was  read  twice  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  ' 

Mr.  S.MiTH,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
o  \\  ays  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Uaniel  Bickley  and  Catharine  Clark,  adminis- 
tratrix of  John  Clark,  decea.>^ed  ;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
W  hole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providinir,  by  law,  a  more  effectual 
remedy  to  prevent  duelling  in  the  Army  and  Navy 
of  the  United  States  and  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Cocke,  that  the 
House  do  now  proceed  to  consider  the  resolution 
submitted  by  him  on  the  Uth  of  March  last,  for  an 
inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the  Naval 
i^Mabhshment;  and,  the  question  bein'Maken  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative.  "  ' 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
providing  for  the  better  organization  of  the  Trea- 
sury Department,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '-An  act 
further  to  amend  the  Judicial  System  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 


The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Tench 
l^rancis,  deceased,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  select  committee  appointed  on  the  7th  of 
1^  ebruary,  on  the  memorial  of  William  Tilcrhman 
administrator  of  Tench  Francis,  deceased." 

The  House  took  up.  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  message  from  the  Senate,  asking  a  conference 
upon  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  on 
the  sTcond  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  1820:"  whereupon. 

Resolvent,  That  this  House  insist  on   their  dis- 

TU.  t«,      agreement  to  the  said  amendment,  and  agree  to  the 

1  he  two    conference  asked  by  the  Senate,  on   the  .subject 

matter  of  the  said  amendment,  and  that  managers 

be  appointed   to   attend   the  said   conference  on 

their  part. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Cucke.  Taylor,  War- 
field,  Beecher,  and  Tvler,  be  appointed  man- 
agers on  the  part  of  this  House. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit: 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Louis  Joseph  de  Beaulieu; 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  Beck  and  Harvey ;  an  act  for 
the  relief  of  William  Coffin  and  others ;  an  act  for 


Satirday.  April  8. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
01  Columbia  reported  a  bill  to  alter  the  times  of 
the  session  of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the 
LUstrict  of  Columbia  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  on 
1  uesday  next 

Mr.  SERrV*vT  fr,.«.  tk    n  ,     ,     I '"P  ""P^'e^  of  William  Coffin  and  others ;  an  act  for 

diciary  toThomW^rr      Vr™'"'^^'^'.^^-^^^  ^^'^'ding  Jones;  an  act  fir  the  relief 

CardS'i    rm,ned  '  Hn"t  petition  of  Peter    of  Captain  Stanton  Sholes ;  'an  act  for  the  re  ef 

em,  reported  a  bill  to  encourage  the  art  of 'of  Christopher  Miller;  an  act   for  the  relief  of 
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Samuel  B.  Beall ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
■settlers  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  who  reside  within 
the  Vincennes  land  district ;  an  act  for  the  relief 
of  Martha  P'lood ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
Merrill ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  S.  Jones 
■  and  Richard  Buckuer,  jr.,  administrators  of  Wil- 
liam Jones ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  John  D.  Car- 
ter ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  repre- 
sentatives of  Isaac  Melchior,  deceased;  an  act  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  M.  Skinner,  administrator  of 
George  Skinner,  deceased  ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  B.  Regnier ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Law  and  Jonathan  Elliot ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
Jacob   Konkopot,   and   others,   of  the   nation   of 
Stockbridge  Indians;  and  an  acf  for  the  relief  of 
Elkanah  Finnev— were  severally  read   the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Mac- 
kay, of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and   the  question  was  stated.  Shall  it 


pass ;  when 

Mr.  PiNDALL  moved  that  the  said  bill  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims, 
with  instructions  so  to  amend  the  .same  as  to  pro- 
vide for  a  trial  of  the  validity  of  the  claim  of 
James  Mackay  before  a  judicial  tribunal. 

Mr.  RiiEA  then  moved  that  the  said  bill  be 
postponed  indefinitely ;  which  latter  motion  was 
rejected ;  and  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the 
motion  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  instructions; 
and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Wells, 
was  read  the  third  time  ;  and,  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.   Lowndes,   the   bill  was   committed    to   the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
'    The  Speaker   laid   before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  sun- 
dry document>,   containing   the   information   re- 
quired by  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr  Lownde.s 
on  the  30th  ultimo,   in  relation  to  the  conduct  of 
Captain  Biddle.  and  the  cruise  of  the  Ontario  in 
the  Pacific  ocean:  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 


I  Monday  April  10. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  additional 
documents  in  relation  to  the  cruise  of  the  sloop  of 
war  Ontario ;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  S1L8BEE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Captain  Samuel  C.  Reid,  in  behalf  of 
himself  and  the  other  officers  and  crew  of  the 
private  armed  brig  General  Armstrong  ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Tench  Francis,  deceased,"  reported  the  same,  with- 
out amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a'Com- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  PiNDALL  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 


I  into  the  expediency  of  proTiding  by  law  for  the  pay- 
!  nient  of  pension-s  in  the  countie.,  parishes,  or  town- 
I  ships,  in  which  the  pensioners  reside. 

The  resolution  was  read  ;  and,  on  the  question 
to  agree  thereto,  it  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive. *> 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  directed  to  transmit  to  this  House 
an  account  of  the  annual  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  the  Department  for  Indian  Affairs  within 
the  District  of  Columbia,  from  its  establishment 
to  the  present  time,  with  a  statement  of  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  contracts  entered  into,  and  with 
whom ;  also,  the  amount  of  moneys  due  to  the 
said  establishment,  and  by  whom  due. 

Mr.  S.MYTii,  from   the  Committee  on  Military 

Affairs,  who  were  instructed,  on  the  28th  January 

ast,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 

by  law  for  the  allowance  of  bounty  land  tosoldiew 

who  enlisted  in  the  late  war,  and  who  procured 

substitutes,  made  a  report,  that  it  is  not  expedient 

to  provide  for  the  allowance  of  the  said  bounty  • 

which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table    ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Warfield,  the  Committee 

of   Hays  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire 

into  the  expediency,  of  providing  by  law  for  the 

payment  of  any  balances  due  by  the  Government 

to  collectors  of  the  internal  revenue. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Case,  the  Committee  on  the 
i  ubhc  Buildings  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
practicability  of  rendering  the  Hall  of  Represent- 
atives convenient  for  the  transaction  0/  public 
business. 

Mr.  Hardin  moved  that  the  select  committee 
to  which  is  referred  the  resolution  from  the  Senate 
fixing  a  period  for  the  termination  of  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  l>e  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof.  The  motion  was  negatived. 
Mr.  CoBR  then  movinl  the  following  order : 
Ordered,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolution  from  the   JSenatc,  on   the  subject  of  the 
adjournment  of  Congress,  be  directed  to  report  there- 
on to-morrow. 

The  question  was  taken,  Will  the  House  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  same,  and  determined  in 
the  negative? 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  William  Pancoast,"  was  read  a  third  lime, 
and  passed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
sundry  statements  in  relation  to  the  operations  of 
the  mint  of  the  United  States;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 
The  House  then,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Storrs  in  the  chair,)  on  the  bill  concern- 
ing the  District  Banks.     (This  bill  provides — 

Sec.  1.  That  the  charters  of  all  the  incorporated  banks 
that  now  pay  specie  on  demand  be  extendeJ  until  the 
16th  June,  1825. 

Sec.  2.  Should  any  of  said  banks  refuse  to  pay  spe- 
cie or  lawful  currency  of  the  United  States  on  demand, 
they  are  to  pay  an  interest  of  10  per  cent  per  annum 
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unlU  payoient  of  such  demand  is  made,  and  Conyreg,  '  make  the  sum  of  two  millions  of  dolIa^MTTlT"^"^ 

proTd^r.'u^;^:ht':ccorj '''-  -'"'"-^  -'  ^r  '^  rrr  ^t^^^^:^^::; 

<-.    .    V    V      u  »^counu.  Farmers  and    Mechanic..'  Bank  of  Georgetown    and 

!>ec.  .J.  >o  bank  to  usue.  re-usue,  or  receive  in  pav-    «'»<>  to  the  rules.  Ac,  imposed  l.y  this  act 
m«nt  or  depo«,te    any  bill.  note.  Ac.  under  five  dol-         Sec.  16  contains  like  provision  for  th^  consolidation 
lam,  after  the  Ut  January  neit.  except  to  receive  such    of  the  Bank  of  Washington  and  the  Patriotic  B.nk 
note  or  notes  as  may  have  been  issued  before  that  time    with  a  capital  of  one  million  of  dollars 
m  exchange  for  current  coin  or  a  debt  due  .uch  bank.         Sec.  17  in  like  manner  extend,  the  charter  of  the 
Charter  forfeited  fur  offendtn^.  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  with  permi^ion  to  augment 

bee.  4.   Any  otiicer  of  a  bank  who  shall  conceal,     ^°^"  capital  to  one  million  of  dollara. 
embezzle,  or  connive  at  the  concealment  or  embezzle-       ,^<^*'  '^  a"^  1»  prescribe  the  modes  of  proceedinir 
mentofanyproperty  of  a  bank,  to  be  adjudged  a  felon.     **'  '"<=*»  ^^n^s  and  stockholders  as  may  or  may  not 
and  imprisoned  not  more  than  ten  years,  and  fined     '*'^^**P^  *he  provisions  of  this  act. 

,.  ^^"^  f  •/]', ^"''!  '"  »he  District,  except  the  Frank- 
.u",,,       Alexandria,  from  and  after  the  1st  Janu- 
ary,  1820.  to  pay  t,ne-sixth  of  one  per  centum  on  its 
I  capital  stock,  after  netting  six  per  centum  to  its  stock- 
holders, to  constitute  a  school  fund  for  the  education 


not  lesa  than  1.000  nor  mor.?  than  20,000  dollars- 
one  moiety  to  the  United  States,  the  other  to  the  in- 
former— all  debu  due  by  him  to  said  bank  being  first 
satisfied. 

Smc.  5.  Any  bank  ceasing  to  pay  on  demand— no 
officer  or  director  of  said  bank  permitted  to  buy  up  in 
person  or  by  agent,  or  receive  in  payment  any  note  or 
bill  of  said  bank  at  a  less  price  or  value  than  its  face 
purport*  it  to  be  worth— for  each  offence,  to  be  impris 


r— r-. v^..„— .„.  rac.i  onence,  to  be  impris-     :".,"'  -"•"^"■•"'i  lu  me  secretary  ol  the  Trea 

oned  for  one  month,  and  pay  thrice  the  value  of  such  '     ."'^   thereof,   or   an   attempt   to   defraud 

hill  nr  nnto  I    afnraatiJ     r<» l  '  .       . 


bill  or  note 

Sec.  6.  The  present  charter  of  t]ic  Bank  of  Colum- 
bia revoked  on  the  1st  January,  1822,  and  rcchartered 

.?  ^?«.k7'       yj'A  °^  ^^^  ^*'^"  ^"^"^^  l>ank8,  until 
the  16th  June,  1840. 

Sec.  7.  Revokes  the  charter  of  the  Franklin  Bank 
of  Alexandria,  and  provides  for  settling  their  accounts. 

Sec.  8.  1  he  president  and  directors  of  each  bank  to 
file  their  declaration  m  writing  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  within  six  months,  assent- 
ing to  the  terms  hereby  granted,  or  to  forfeit  their 
charter,  and  settle  their  accounts,  as  allowed  the  Frank- 
lin Bank  of  Alexandria. 

Sec.  9.  Prohibits  any  corporation  within  the  District 
of  Columbia,  other  than  said  banks,  issuing  or  dis- 
counting notes  or  bills  after  the  first  of  January  next 
--any  mayor,  alderman,  councilman,  &c.,  for  each 
oflence  to  pay  not  less  than  100  nor  more  than  1  000 
dollars. 

Sec.  10.  Any  person  who,  shall  sign,  countersign, 
or  endorse,  any  note  bill,  &c.,  as  aforesaid,  in  addition 
to  said  penalty,  to  be  imprisoned  not  less  than  three 
nor  more  than  twelve  months. 

Sec.  11.  Declares  null  and  void  all  drafts,  bills   &c 
giyen  in  payment  for  money  discounted  bv  anv  corpo' 
ration    contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  ^ct,  whether 
auch  bills  are  made  payable  to  such  corporal  oT  or  to 
any  person  as  agent  or  trustee. 

Sec.  12.  Any  mayor,  alderman,  councilman   clerk 
Ac    that  .hall,  after  the  1st  of  January  next'   isVu; 
.nd  pass  into  circulation  any  bill  or  note^s  aforesaid 
to  incur  all  said  penalties,  notwithstanding  said  note 
may  be  signed  prior  to  the  said  1st  day  of  January 

Sees.  13  and  14  provides  for  the  consolidation  of  the 
banks  of  Alexandria  into  two  banks,  with  a  capita  of 
one  million  of  dollars  each,  to  take  place  by  writ  en 
articles  of  association,  prior  to  the  16th  of  June  1825 
provided  they  continue  until  that  period.  Charters  to 
extend  to  the  16th  June.  1840,  su'bject  o  ^eTe^m 
rules,  conditions,  &c.,  of  the  Farmer.'  Bank  of  Altx 
a^dria,  and  also  to  the  rules,  conditions'&c!  of 't"; 

Sea  15  provides  in  a  similar  manner  for  th 


idation  of  the  banks 


le  consoi 


of  indigent  children  in  each  town.  Each  bank,  semi'- 
annually,  on  paying  their  dividends  and  the  aforesaid 
one-sixth  of  one  per  centum,  to  render  an  exact  account 
of  Its  condition  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  On 
failure  thereof,  or  an  attempt  to  defraud  the  fund 
aJoresaid,  Congress  hav«  power  to  declare  Uie  charter, 
null  and  void. 

Sec.  21  This  act  to  be  in  force  from  and  after  the 
passage  thereof.] 

Mr  Cobb  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  whole  of  it,  except  the  enacting  clause,  and 
mserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  following : 

"That,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  several  bank- 
ing institutions  within  the  District  of  Columbia  to  close 
their  business  and  concerns,  the  several  charters  of  the 
said  banking  institutions,  as  the  same  now  exist,  shall 
be  and  the  same  arc  hereby  extended  for  and  durinir 
the  term  of  — _  years,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
June  next ;  from  and  after  which  day,  the  said  several 
'it, In  n  ?^^  \"J/very  banking  institution  within 
the  said  District  shall  cease  and  determine." 

Mr.  Cobb  delivered  his  sentiments  at  some  length 
m  lavor  of  this  proposition. 

When  the  reporter  entered  the  hall— 
Mr.  Mercer  was  on  the  floor.     He  was  exam- 
ining the  condition  of  the  banks  of  the  District 
aiid  comparm^  it  with  that  of  others  in  the  United 
Mates  ;  to  which,  he  contended,  they  stood  in  no 
disadvantageous  comparison.     He  then  proceeded 
o  reply  to  an  observation  which  had  been  made,  to 
the  effect  that  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  competent  to  do  all  the  actual  transaction  busi- 
ness of  the  District.     This  he  denied  on  various 
grounds:  the  evils  of  a  moneyed  aristocracy  ;  the 
distinction  of  interests  in  the  District,  requirin.. 
separate  institutions  for  each ;  the  impractkability 
ot  calling  in    withm  any  reasonable  period,  the 
amount  01  debt  due  to  the  banks,  especmlly  With- 
out  substituting  for  it  something  like  an  equal 
amount  of  bank  capital-which  it  could  not  be 
expected  tliat  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  would 
draw  irom  the  commercial  cities  where  it  is  now 
employed. 

Mr.  Warfield  followed,  on  the  same  side  of 
the  question.  He  denied  that  the  bank  capital  of 
the  District  is  too  large,  when  we  take  into  view 


«     -  - "w-..  of  Georgetown    other  th«n  .h-    ,K    ^'^^"^'<^i  '^  too  large,  when  we  take  into  view 

Bank  of  Columbia,  into  one  bank  S  a  canitllth-^^^  ^^  great  extent  of  country  in  Virginia,  and  that 
•Jded  to  the  capital  of  the  Bank  i^ColuC L  £l    T^'T  t  ^^^''^^''^^  ^^P^^^'"?  «»  ^he  District  fo 

iumbia,  shall  |  a  market  for  its  produce.    No  fraud,  or  misconduct. 
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or  want  of  punctuality,  on  the  part  of  the  banks, 
had  been  alleged  ;  no  petition  had  been  presented 
from  any  part  of  this  District,  or  from  any  portion 
of  the  United  States,  against  a  renewal  of  the 
charters  of  the  banks.  In  no  part  of  the  Union 
had  the  increase  of  population  or  the  progress  of 
improvement  been  more  rapid  than  in  this  District. 
The  inhabitants  were  an  enterprising  people,  and 
had  done  much  within  a  short  lime.  Their  enter- 
prise ought  not  to  be  cramped,  nor  their  exertions 
paralyzed  by  the  destruction  of  the  banks,  &c. 
The  branch  bank  here,  he  contended,  could  not 
be  competent  to  the  business  of  the  District ;  nor 
would  It  be  wi>e,  he  said,  to  make  the  interests  of 
the  banks  exclusively  dependent  on  that  institution, 
&C.  For  these,  and  other  reasons,  he  was  opposed 
to  the  motion  before  the  Committee. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Cobb's 
motion,  and  decided  in  ilic  negative  by  a  large 
majority. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  adding  to  it  a  provision  to  make  the  in- 
dividual pifoperty  of  the  stockholders  of  the  banks 
liable  for  all  the  debts  of  the  banks. 

Mr.  Mercer  remarked  that  this  provision  was 
unprecedented  in  any  other  bank  charter  in  the 
United  States ;  which,  itself,  was  a  strong  argu- 
ment against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  McLiiAN  defended  his  amendment.  The 
constitution  of  one  of  the  States,  he  said,  con- 
tained a  provision  that  no  bank  should  ever  be 
incorporated  therein  without  -uch  a  fundamental 
condition.  If  to  be  found  in  the  charter  of  no  other 
bank,  it  was  high  time  the  principle  should  be  es- 
tablished, lor  reasons  which  he  urged  at  large; 
and  neither  here,  nor  anywhere  else,  would  he  vote 
for  the  charter  of  any  bank  which  did  not  contain 
such  a  provision. 

Mr.  Bri'sh  objected  to  the  tx  post  fado  opera- 


H.  or  R. 


tion  ol  this  proposition,  as  it  would  go  to  change 
the  nature  of  existing  contracts.  He  had  no  ob- 
jection, he  said,  to  modify  it  so  as  to  operate  pro- 
spectively. 

Mr.  VVarfield  spoke  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  McLean  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  make 
it  take  effect  from  and  after  the  expiration  of  the 
present  charters  of  the  banks. 

Mr.  Mercer  made  some  observations  to  show 
that  such  a  provision  was  unnecessary,  and  would 
be  oppressive,  and,  therefore,  ought  not  to  be  in- 
corporated in  the  bill. 

Mr.  McLean  replied.  Among  other  argument.s, 
he  likened  banks  to  associations  or  partnerships  for 
carrying  on  mercantile  or  trading  business,  of 
which,  no  one  ever  doubted  that  every  partner  in 
the  concern  was  liable  for  the  debts  of  the  firm,  &.c. 

Mr.  Mercer  a^ain  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.'Mc- 
Lean,  and  in  vindication  of  the  present  provisions 
of  the  bill  for  securing  the  due  administration  of 
the  banks,  &c. 

I  Mr.  Clay,  after  expressing  his  indisposition  to 
amend  this  bill,  understanding  it  had  been  arranged 
according  to  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  the  Dis- 
trict, made  some  remarks  in  favor  of  a  prompt  dis- 
position of  this  question,  and  a  curtailment  of  de- 
bate, with. a  view  to  the  shortness  of  the  remainder 
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of  the  session   which  would  be  left  for  the  consid 
eration  of  other  important  subjects. 

Mr.  Cobb,  in  the  course  of  some  remarks  in  re- 
ply to  Mr.  Clay,  said  that  the  Speaker  was  under 
a  mistake  in  supposing  that  this  bill  was  framed  in 
accordance  witli  the  general  wishes  of  the  peoole 
of  the  District.  ^  ^ 

^}^-^''^^^^'^^  spoke  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
and  Mr.  Tlcker,  of  Virginia,  also  made  a  few  re^ 
marks  upon  it. 

Mr.  Mercer  spoke  in  reply  to  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Cobb,  above  stated.  With  a  few  exceptions 
in  Alexandria,  and  the  exception  of  a  single  gen- 
tleman on  this  side  of  the  District,  he  had  heard  of 
no  dissatisfaction  of  the  people  of  the  District  with 
the  provisions  of  this  bill. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  McLean's  mo- 
tion, and  decided  in  the  negative  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. 

Various  other  amendments  were  propo.sed  and 
successively  rejected,  on  which  debate  took  place, 
in  the  course  of  which  Mr.  Mercer  distinguished 
himself  in  defence  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Clay  then  made  a  motion  to  amend  the  bill 
by  adding  thereto  a  new  section,  as  loUows,  viz: 

••  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  prevent,  or  be  construed  to  prevent 
Congress  from  repealing  or  modifying  the  whole  or 
any  part  of  this  act,  whenever  they  shall  think  proper." 
This  motion  was  agreed  to  without  debate  or 
opposition. 

Mr.  Metcalf  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  with  a  view  to  destroy  it. 
Mr.  Metcalf  spoke  as  follows : 
I  am  aware,  said  he,  of  the  exhausted  patience 
of  the  Committee ;  but,  as  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of 
speaking  often,  and  do  not  intend  to  speak  long,  I 
am  induced  to  claim  the  indulgence  of  members 
for  the  purpose  of  giving,  as  concisely  as  possible, 
ray  views  of  this  interesting  subject. 

With  my  respected  colleague,  who  thinks  it  un- 
necessary at  this  time  to  enter  deeply  into  the  great 
principles  upon  which  those  institutions  are  found- 
ed, I  cannot  agree ;  and  only  regret  that  my  incli- 
nation is  not  better  supported  by  the  qualifications 
necessary  for  the  investigation  of  those  principles. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  very  zealously 
entreats  us  to  rechartcr  these  banks  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  them  time  to  wind  up  their  business. 
But,  since  the  rejection  of  the  amendment  which 
was  just  now  offered,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
bind  the  property  of  individual  stockholders,  I  am 
apprehensive  that  they  are  to  wind  up  without 
taking  in  their  notes,  as  some  other  banks  of  the 
District,  which  have  been  named  by  the  gentle- 
men from  Virginia  in  debate,  have  done. 

During  this  discussion,  we  have  been  called  on 
by  gentlemen  from  various  quarters  to  regard  very 
sacredly  the  rights  of  the  people  oi  this  District, 
and  not  to  suffer  our  friendly  feelings  for  the  Uni- 
ted States  Bank  to  influence  us  against  those  of 
the  District. 

It  is  my  sincere  desire  to  deal  tenderly  with  the 
rights  of  these  citizens,  and  in  all  things  to  do  them 
at  least  ample  justice,  because  they  have  no  other 
tribunal  to  whom  they  can  look  for  legislative 


! 


1815 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1816 


1817 


!    . 


I  i ' 


li 


H.  OF  R. 


District  Banks. 


April,  1820. 


protection  ;  but  I  ana  unwilling  to  extend  to  them 
a  privilege  which,  in  my  opinion,  should  never  , 
again  be  extended  to  any  portion  of  the  citizens  of 
this  Republic.     And  it  is  quite  certain  that  I  am 
not  influenced  by  feelings  of  friendship  for  the  i 
United  States  Bank.     From  this  institution  I  an-  j 
ticipate  the  most  serious  evils  to  my  country.    Per- 
haps these  evils  may  never  be  found  to  exist,  ex- 
cept in  mv  own  imagination  ;  but  1  cannot  help 
viewing  the  United  States  Bank  as  the  darkest 
speck  which  at  this  time  is  to  be  seen  on   the  es- 
cutcheon of  American  liberty. 

But,  sir,  if  the  able  writers  and  eloquent  states- 
men who  have  lately  disrobed  these  wicked,  these 
insidious  spectres,  and  exposed  them  naked  to  pub- 
lic view  in  all  their  deformity,  together  with  their 
practical  effects  on  society,  as  have  been  of  late 
years,  and  are  now  so  obviously,  so  manifestly  ex- 
perienced, do  not  Hash  conviction  on  the  minds 
of  the  multitude,  and  arouse  them  in  opposition  to 
those  brazen-fronted  corporations,  it  will  till  the 
enemies  of  free  government  with  joy  to  think  that 
they  have  at  least  a  plausible  pretext  for  the  asser- 
tion which  they  have  so  often  and  so  maliciously 
reiterated,  "  that  a  community  of  individuals  are 
incompetent  to  the  ta>k  of  selt-government." 

Some  of  the  ablest  pens,  and  of  the  most  elo- 
quent statesmen  and  orators  that  adorn  the  present, 
and  would  have  adorned  any  other  age,  have  at- 
tempted a  generous,  a  manly,  a  noble  resistance  to 
banking  systems  such  as  we  have  established   in 
this  Government,  with  no  one  principle  of  equity 
or  of  justice  in  them.     Sparks  of  fire  have  been 
elicited  and  sent  forth  in  burning  streams  among 
the  people.     And  is  it  true  that  they  cannot  be 
aroused  from  their  apathy  ?     I  hope  it  is  not  true. 
I  trust  the  materials  are  combustible,  and   that  a 
sacred  glowof  patriotism  will  at  last  light  up  their 
souls;  and  that  a  love  of  virtue,  of  justice,  of 
equality  and  of  all  the  genuine,  but  violated  prin- 
ciples of  this  happy  Government,  will  determine 
them  to  resist  the  bold  and  daring  encroachments 
made  upon  their  rights  by  banking  corporations. 

In  the  first  place,  it  does  appear  to  me  that  one 
of  the  principal  causes  of  the  many  blunders  com- 
mitted by  American  statesmen  arises  from  this 
plain  and  simple  circumstance.     They  are  too  apt 
to  look  beyond  the  waters  for  example.     They 
bring  all  their  materials  from  abroad;  they  go  to 
monarchies  aristocracies,  and  hierarchies  ;  exam- 
ine minutely  and  critically  every  pin  and  wheel 
in  the  whole  machinery  by  which  those  Govern- 
ments operate ;  and,  as  I  think,  without  due  reflec- 
tion, attempt  the  introduction  of  this  unsuitable 
this  unappropriate  and  unhallowed  kind  of  ma- 
chinery into  this  free  Government.     They  pluck 
from  Governments  which  were  established'for  the 
special  and  exclusive  benefit  and  advanta^re  of 
those  who  govern,  of  their  minions  and  priviWd 
orders,  all  the  materials  with  which  they  proiwse 
to  set  m  motion  a  Government  that  seeks  to  ex- 
tend its  benefits  and  advantages  alike  to  all  its 
citizens  without  distinction— all  the  materials  out 
ot  which  they  propose  to  build   the  grandest,  the 
it?    ^u^^  ™°'^  stupendous  work  of  human  l.b- 1 
<"y,  01  human  wisdom,  and  of  human  happiness 


This  is  a  mighty  error,  and  one  that  a  little  expe- 
rience ought  to  correct.  Can  it  be  expected  that 
such  adverse  principles  will  harmonize?  Can  it 
be  supposed  that  such  discordant  elements  will 
commingle  and  .settle  down  in  a  placid  union  ?  To 
produce  such  a  reconciliation  would  re<iuire  ail 
the  nice,  the  subtle,  the  keen-eyed,  the  hairsplit- 
ting,  and  technical  refinement  of  the  present  day 
but  I  am  sure  it  would  baffle,  completely  baffle' 
good  old-fashioned,  practical,  solid  common  sense; 
by  the  standard  of  which  it  would  be  found  to  be 
utterly  contrary  to  the  nature  of  things. 

Eurooean  writers,  it  is  true,  have  attempted  to 
prove  the  utility  of  banking  institutions   by  the 
ffood  effects  which  they  are  pleased  to  say  resulted 
from  them,  in  various  parts  of  the  old  world,  for 
the  last  six  or  seven   hundred  years.     In  Venice 
Genoa,   Amsterdam,    France,   England,   and    in 
many  other  places,  they  have  made  the  experi- 
ment.    And  though  it  is  acknowledged   that  at 
one  time  the  most  serious  and  distressing  calamity 
was  brought  upon   the  French  nation   by  one  of 
these  deceptive  institution.s,  yet  it  is  insisted  that, 
with   this  exception,  and   that  of  the  South  Sea 
Company,  and  perhaps  a  few  others  of  a  similar 
character,  they  were  not  found  to  be  mischievous. 
They  tell  us  that  facilities  were  afforded  to  com- 
merce, and  It  flourished;  that  (owns  and   cities 
sprang  up  as  if  by  magic,  and  all  this.     But  they 
do  not  tell  us  that  the.se  wonder-working  institu- 
tions extended  alike  to  all  classes  of  the  citizens 
under  those  Governments,  the  same  benefits,  com- 
forts, and  advantages,  to  the  multitude  who  com- 
posed the  physical  strength  of  these  nations,  as 
well  as  to  the  few  who  govern  them.     No !  their 
history  would  contradict  the  assertion.    We  know 
that  the  multitude  were  degraded,  poor,  and  mis- 
erable, without  either  the  prospect  or  hope  of  rew 
lief;  and  at  their  expense  the  few  rioted  in  excess 
and  in  the  most  luxurious  enjoyments. 

Then,  if  it  be  true  that  those  are  the  best  Gov- 
ernments that  dispense  the  greatest  portion  of  hu- 
man happiness,  it  does  seem  to  me  that  there  was, 
and  is,  a  great  deficiency  in  the  Governments  of 
which  I  have  spoken,  their  banking  corporations 
notwithstanding. 

A  nation  may  erect  the  most  splendid  temples- 
walls  and  towers  of  the  most  costly  workmanship- 
pyramids,  if  you  please,  of  invisible  height.     Or  it 
may  vest  its  millmns  and  millions,  as  we  have 
done,  in  one  proud  Capitol,  supported  on  its  numer- 
ous and  lofty  columns  of  polished  marble,  and  still 
this  IS  no  proof  of  a  nation's  prosperity,  or  of  the 
happiness  of  the  people.     So  may  towns  and  cities 
spring  up  by  unjustly  concentrating  the  labor  and 
resources  of  a  whole  community,  and  applying  it 
to  that  particular  purpose.     But,  I  repeat  it,  that, 
instead  of  this  being  a  proof  of  a  nation's  prosperi- 
ty, or  of  the  happiness  of  the  people,  the  contrary 
in  the  general,  is  precisely  the  fact.     These  monu- 
naents  of  a  nation's  folly  and  extravagance,  almost 
always  take  root  in,  and  grow  out  of,  oppression. 
Just  such   oppression  as  the  banks  of  which   I 
have  spoken,  and  all  others  which  may  have  been 
established  on  similar  principles,  had  the  power  of 
inflicting,  and  did  inflict  on  the  multitude. 
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To  what  class,  according  to  political  writers 
does  this  privileged  order,  who  are  incorporated 
into  a  paper  aristocracy,  or,  if  you  please,  into  a 
moneyed  aristocracy,  belong  ?  Surely  not  to  the 
productive  classes.  They  produce  nothing  sub- 
stantially or  intrinsically  valuable  to  the  commu- 
nity, we  all  know.  They  barely  serve  to  put  in 
motion  a  machine,  which,  by  its  silent  and  secret 
manoeuvering  and  contrivance,  has  the  power 
most  artfully  to  l^ransfer  the  substance,  the  earn- 
ings, and  property,  of  those  who  are  productive,  to 
the  sole  use,  benefit,  and  behoof  of  themselves,  and 
of  other  idle  consumers. 

As  a  late  and  ffble  writer  of  Virginia  has  very 
justly  said  on  this  subject,  "  These  corporatior»6 
'  have  the  power  to  apply  their  law-chartered  tubes 
to  the  great  body  ol  those  whose  labor  is  produc- 
'  tive,  and,  unperceived,  to  draw  away  their  .sub- 
'  stance,  as  the  vampire  is  said  to  suck  the  blood  from 
'  those  who  are  asleep."  Dr.  Smith,  however,  has 
amused  us  with  a  very  ingenious  and  fanciful  de- 
scription of  banks.  And  as  he  is  from  beyond  the 
waters— a  subject  of  the  good  old  mother  country— 
consequently  his  work  must  be  more  entitled  to  our 
serious  consideration  than  the  work  of  the  writer 
of  whom  I  have  just  now  spoken,  than  the  son  of 
Virginia— that  truant  daughter  of  this  same  good 
old  mother. 

The  right  fanciful  Doctor  has  told  us  of  roads 
leading  to  and  from  the  banks,  through  the  air 
where  carriages  might  run,  (and  1  presume  he 
might  have  said  with  at  least  the  rapidity  of  a 
velocipede.)  But  these  doctrines  are  not  suited  to 
a  plain,  homespun,  matter-of-fact  republican  peo- 
ple. Is  it  not  less  hazardous  for  republicans  to 
travel  on  the  ground  ?  Be  it  mountainous  or  level 
rocky  or  smooth,  give  me  good  old  terra  firma.       I 

Besides,  I  do  not  think  it  fair  that  the  multitude 
should  be  taxed  for  the  purpo.se  of  furnishing  a 
balloon,  and  gas,  and  whatever  else  may  be  neces- 
sary for  these  airy  travellers,  without  participatino- 
m  their  enjoyments  ;  and  I  do  most  seriously  dread 
the  consequences  about  the  time  they  are  (loomed 
to  light !  For  human  bodies  to  fly,  is  nothincr— 
nothing  at  all.  Perhaps  a  republican  mightily. 
But  how  IS  he  to  light?  There  lies  the  rub! 
And,  depend  upon  it,  that  sooner  or  later,  these 
aerial  voyagers  must  light :  and  a  sore  fall  they 
will  have  of  it,  either  to  themselves  or  to  those 
upon  whose  heads  they  happen  to  descend,  or  to 
both. 

However,  in  a  government  composed  of  privile- 
ged orders,  and  set  in  motion  by  that  awkward  and 
111  contrived  machinery  called  checks  and  balances 
a  banking  institution  might  be  less  mischievous. 
If  properly  poised,  it  might  enable  the  commercial 
interest  to  check  the  usurpations  of  a  feudal  aris- 
tocracy. But  even  then  it  would  soon  become  the 
task-master  of  the  manufacturer,  and  all  others 
under  its  control,  as  the  feudal  baron  is  the  task- 
master of  the  actual  tiller  of  the  soil. 

Again,  sir :  I  hold  the  doctrine  which  1  have 
somewhere  seen  to  be  undeniably  true:  "that  all 
those  who  identify  themselves  with  banks  not 
founded  on  principles  of  mutual  justice  and  secu- 
rity, have  an  interest  adverse  to  the  interest  of  the 
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balance  of  society;  that  from  the  very  nature  of 
such  an  institution  it  is  doomed  to  make  continual 
and  unceasing  war  upon  the  just  rights  of  the  bal- 
ance of  society."     xNow,  man  is  said  to  be  the 
creature  of  motive,  and  avarice  a  strong  and  almost 
irresistible  passion.     If,  then,  you  would  excite 
those  who  are  high  in  power  to  useful  action  eive 
them  no  interest  separate  and  distinct  from  the 
interest  of  the  balance  of  society.     Lead  them  not 
into  temptation,  for  if  you  do  you  have  not  the 
power  to  deliver  them  from  evil.     And  those  who 
arc  thus  situated  will  soon  become  too  arrogant  to 
ask  that  deliverance  from  Him  who  alone  has  the 
power  to  grant  it.   By  the  establishment  of  a  bank, 
such  as  this  which  we  have  nicknamed  (if  it  be 
not  treason  to  mention  it)  the   "United  States 
Bank,"  with  its  various  branches  extending  to  the 
different  States,  the  interest  of  the  highest  officers, 
Executive,  Legislative,  and  Judicial,  both  of  the 
General   and    State  Governments,   may  become 
identified  with  the  bank,  and  consequently  inimi- 
cal to  that  of  the  people.     Now,  I  confess  that  I 
do  not  like  to  see  the  most  exalted  and  virtuous 
characters  thus  situated;  and  I  consider  it  very 
bad  policy  so  to  place  them. 

There  is  another  objection,  and  one  which,  in 
my  humble  opinion,  ought  of  itself  to  be  sufficient 
to  prevent  the  introduction  of  banks  into  any  coun- 
try :  I  allude  to  banks  established  on  similar  prin- 
ciples, and  vesting  the  managers  with  similar  pow- 
ers to  those  which  have  heretofore  been  established 
by  this  or  by  any  of  the  State  governments,  as  far 
as  my  knowledge  of  them  extends.     They  destroy 
all  stability  in  the  price  or  value  of  property.    The 
rnanagers  of  these  mints  can  mingle,  alloy,  or  pu- 
rify the  currency  at  pleasure ;  they  can  enhance 
or  depreciate  the  value  of  property  at  will ;  they, 
and  they  alone,  know  when  to  buy  and  when  to 
sell,  so  as  to  make  the  most  advantageous  specula- 
tions ;  they  may  keep  the  prices  of  property  con- 
tinually changing  and  fluctuating,  the  better  to 
deceive,  cheat,  and  defraud  the  citizen  out  of  that 
property.     Not  to  have  a  uniform  standard  of 
weights  and  measures  is  a  most  distressing  evil  in 
any  country  ;  but  by  no  means  so  distressing  as 
that  of  a  fluctuating  bank  currency.     No,  I  know 
of  no  evil  so  complicated,  or  of  equal  magnitude 
to  that  which  is  so  .snugly  wrapt  up  in  a  legal 
mantle ;  so  completely  hidden  and  concealed  from 
public  security.     How  are  your  industrious  and 
productive  classes  to  guard  against  the  effects  of 
these  terrible  institutions?     They  cannot  repose 
in  safety  under  them;  they  must  abandon  their 
useful  avocations,  and  keep  their  eyes  (if  I  may  be 
permitted   to  use  a  military  phrase)  continually 
turned  upon  the  fugleman ;  they  must  become  in- 
timately acquainted  with  the  arts  and  manage- 
ment of  this  dextrous  ju";gler,  by  way  of  self-de- 
fence ;  and  in  doing  so,  they  cease  to  be  virtuous, 
useful,  or  productive :  they  become  infected  with 
poison,  and  in  their  turn  begin  to  cheat  and  swin- 
dle— and  thus  the  whole  society  becomes  corrupt 

If  you  would  have  a  virtuous  and  patriotic  peo- 
ple, create  no  privileged  orders.  Protect  individ- 
ual industry  and  enterprise.  Give  no  one  class  of 
your  citizens  any  advantages  over  the  nextj  and 
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they  will  all  of  them  rally  around  the  standard  of 
liberty  and  equality  in  times  of  danger.     Yes  •  of 
liberty  and  equality,  terms  much  abused  here' as 
well  as  they  have  l>een  in  France  and  elsewhere  • 
but,  like  the  Christian  religion,  which  has  also 
been  much  abused  everywhere;  yet  it  is  not  the 
less  true  or  the  less  righteous  in  itself,  on  that  ac- 
count.    Then  do  not  infer  that  I  am  in  favor  of  a  ' 
system  of  levelism  as  it  it  is  called.     Or  that  like 
ambitious  Caesar,  I  would  U-  in  favor  of  the  pas- 
sage of  agrarian  laws.    I  would  not  take  one  cent 
from  the  industrious  and  frugal  economist  for  the 
purpose  of  dividing  it  with  the  idle  and  worthless 
prodigal.    No;  but  I  would  have  the  Government 
to  ..peak  to  all  its  citiz.ms,  as  the  just  parent  does 
to  all  his  children;   where  there  are  no  laws  of 
pnmoffeniture,  of  the  good  things  of  this  life,  crive 
to  each  an  equal  portion ;  the  same  protection,%he 
same  benefits  and  advantages  in  all  things,  to  each 
should  be  generously  extended  ;  and  under  Provi- 
dence let  the  success  and  prosperity  of  each  de- 
pend upon  himself.    These  are  the  principles  that 
constitute  the  pride  and  the  glory  of  the  American 
Republic-principles  that  ought  to  be  cherished, 
that  ought  to  be  engraven  on  the  heart,  that  ought 
to  be  indelibly  impressed  on  themind  of  every  sin- 1 
cere  friend  to  the  peri>etuation  of  republican  lib-  I 
erty  m  its  purity.  '  i 

When  Mr.  M.  had  concluded— 
The  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to  his  mo- 
tion, and  decided  in   the  negative  without  a  di- 
vision. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  as  amended. 

The  amendment  (moved  by  Mr.  Ci.ay)  a.rroed 
to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  McLean  renewed  the  amendment  which 
he  proposed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  this 
variance,  that  the  individual  liability  of  the  stock- 
holder was  now  proposed  to  be  confined  to  the 
amount  of  stock  held  by  him. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  some  debate,  in  which 

tooT^r?  ^    ^^'''         '''"'  ^"^  '"'  ^"^  "^«''"'' 
After  which  the  motion  was  negatived  ;  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read-  i 

ing  without  any  other  amendment  than  that  moved  i 
"y  »»ir.  L.  LAY. 


April,  1880. 


TuEsJDAv,  April  11. 

Pi,MI.  ^^■'*^,'^^'^^'   ^^om  the  Committee  on  the 
Public   Lands,   reported  a  bill  to  annex  certain 

district   of  Detroit ;  which  was   read    twice    and 

Mr.  ANnERsoN,  from  the  same  committoe  also 
reoorted  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  P^,^;;! 

mhfe  ;74et'hdr-  ^"'  ^"'""''"^^  "^  ^  ^-- 

Mr.  Sergkant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  aql^roviding  for  the  better  ' 

S?hr  '^  '\^^^^^^^Y  Department,'     e' 
ported  the  same  without  amendment,  and  the  bill 


was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  S.MYTH,  from  the  xMilitary  Committee  who 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  a  more  eflictual  remedy  against  duel- 
nn^  ,n  the  Army  and  Navy  and  in'the^District  of 
Columbia,  made  a  report.  ,n  which  they  .state, 

that  they  consider  the  existing  law  as' amply 
sufficient.  It  executed,  to  repress  duelling  in  the 
Army  "  and  they  therefore  ask  to  be  discharged 
irom  lurther  inquiry  on  the  subject.  The  rewirr 
was  adopted  by  the  House.  ^ 

Mr.  S.MYTM,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
report  on  the  memorial  of  Nathaniel   Hall   Lor- 
o?'  I^^o'nas  Ragland.  Charles  Rutledge  Holmes 
Charles  R.  Vining.  and  Wilson  M.C.  Fairfax  late 
cadets  at  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point 
^vf    i"^^*"  ""^^^^  ^"^  orderetl  to  lie  on  the  table.  ' 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  committee  appointed 
°",jh^^Pftition  of  Joseph  E.  Bloomfield  on  be- 
half of  Richard  S.  Hackley,  made  report  thereon  • 
which  was  read  when  Mr.  S.  reported  a  bill  fo; 
the  relief  of  Richard  S.  Hackley ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to-morrow. 

Mr  Robert  Moore,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  petition  of  John   Webster,  made 
a  report  thereon,  which  was  read ;  when  Mr  M 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  said  John  Web-' 
ster;  which  ^yas  read  twice,  and   committed  to  a 
Committee  ol  the  Whole  to-morrow. 
I      A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
;  that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  followinff 
titles  to  wit :  "An  act  to  authorize  the  erection  of 
^  a  lighthouse  un  one  of  the  l.^les  of  Shoals  near 
I  lortsmouth,  in  New  Hampshire;"  and  "An  act 
declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the 
btate  of  Georgia  "  passed  the  19th  of  DecemWr, 
i^lH-  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  said  bills  were  read  twice  and  severally  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Commerce. 

OnUred,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to 
which  IS  committed  the  hill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled '  An  act  to  continue  in  force  the  act  passed 
on  the  20th  day  of  April,  1S18,  entitled  'An  act 
supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  An  act  to  regulate 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  ' 
passed  the  second  day  of  March,  17W"  be  di>- 

*^^^T'i/''°"^  ^^'^  ^"'■'^''''  consideration  thereof. 
Ihe  House  then  proceeded  to  con.sider  the  said 
,  t)ill ;  and  having  amended  the  same,  the  amend- 
!  ment  was  ordered   to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  thp 
times  of  the  session  of  the  circuit  and  district 
courts  m  the  District  of  Columbia,"  was  ri>ad  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

k  ^ii-L^.'^"''*'  resolved  itself  into  a  Commiitw  of 
the  H  hole  on  the  bill  for  the  l)enefit  of  the  Co- 
lumbian Institute,  established  for  the  promotion  of 
arts  and  sciences  in  the  City  of  Washington.  The 
bill  was  reported  with  an  amendment,  which  was 
read,  and  concurred  in   by  the  House. 

Mr.  Cook  moved  further  to  amend  the  said  bill 
by  adding  thereto  the  following  proviso  : 
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*' And  provided  further,  Th»t  whenever  the  same 
mty  be  required  for  the  public  use,  that  their  riirht 
•ball  cease  and  expire." 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  de- 
ternnined  in  the  negative.  The  bill  was  then 
further  amended :  when  Mr.  Cocke  moved  that  the 
said  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely;  which  motion 
being  rejected,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

rTu^^'wu  i  ^^"^  d'^y  was  occupied  in  Committees 
of  the  Who  e,  in  which  the  following  mentioned 
bills  were  taken  up  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
third  reading  to-morrow,  viz:  A  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Stephen  Baxter;  a  bill  authorizing  the.sale 
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that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  concern- 
ing navigation  ;"  m  which  bill  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 


of  apart  of  the  glebe  of  Rock  Creek  Church; 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  McGrew,  Richard 
Cravat,  Hardy  Perry,  and  Beley  Cheney;  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  Henry  Wil- 
lis ;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Angus  O.  Frazer  and 
others ;  a  bill  givine:  the  right  of  pre-emption  to 
James  Shields;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bruce- 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ann  Mclntire,  administratrix 
of  Andrew  Mclntire;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Abijah  Hunt  and  William  G.  Forman  ; 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Withers ;  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Daniel  Converse  and  George  Miller  • 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  John  Heaps' 
deceased  ;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Bickley 
and  Catherine  Clark  ;  a  bill  for  issuing  letters  pat- 
ent to  Henry  Burden. 

Therfbllowing  mentioned  bills  also  passed  throuTh 
Committees  of  the  Whole,  and  were  subsequently 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  in  the  House,  viz:  A  i 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Hall,  late  Margaret  ! 
McKenzie ;  a  bill/or  the  relief  of  Berryman  G?een  i 
administrator  of  Samuel  Kerby,  deceased;  a  bill  | 
lor  the  relief  of  General  James  Wilkinson.  I 

Mr.  Cocke,  from  the  managers  at  the  confer-  ' 
ence,  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  I 
on  one  of  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  I 
military  appropriation  bill,  reported  that  the  com-  ' 
mittee  of  conference  had  met,  conferred,  and  were 
unable  to  come  to  any  agreement  on  the  subject. 
The  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 


Wednesday,  April  12. 

Mr.  Baldwin  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Society  for  the  encouragement  of  Ameri- 
cari  manufactures,  praying  that  further  protection 
and  encouragement  may  be  extended  to  the  manu- 
lacturing  interest  of  the  country  generally;  which 
"^^M^^n  ^     lo  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  PiNCKNEv  presented  a  memorial  and  peti- 
tion of  sundrv  merchants  and  underwriters,  of  the 
city  of  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina,  praying 
compensation  for  spoliations  committed  on  their 
lawtul  commerce,  by  cruisers  under  the  French 
flag,  between  the  year  1703  and  the  year  1800 
their  claims  to  which,  upon  the  Government  of 
trance,  for  indemnity,  were  abandoned  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  in  the  convention  of  the 
30th  of  September,  1800;  which  memorial  and 
petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 


The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
continue  in  force  the  act  passed  on  the  20th  day 
of  April,  1818,  entitled  'An  act  supplementary  to 
an  act  entitled  An  act  to  regulate  tile  collectioi  of 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  passed  the  2d  day 
of  March,  1799,"  was  read  ttie  third  time  as 
amended.  \\  hereupon,  the  said  bill  was  further 
amended,  bv  unanimous  consent.  The  question 
was  then  taken.  Shall  the  said  bill  pass,  as  araend- 
k  u*i  ^^^"^^  '"  ^*^^'  affirmative.  The  title  of 
the  bill  was  then  amended,  by  adding  thereto  the 
words:  "and  for  other  purposes." 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit  • 
An  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  Columbian  Institute' 
established  for  the  promotion  of  arts  and  sciences' 
in  the  City  of  Washington ;  an  act  to  authorize 
the  sale  of  part  of  the  glebe  of  Rock  Creek  Church 
in  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Stephen  Bax- 
ter, late  paymaster  of  the  third  regiment  of  New 
Y  ork  volunteers ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
McGrew,   Richard   Cravat,    Hardy   Perry,   and 
Beley  Cheney;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Ancrus  O 
Frazer,  and  others ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Bruce ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Abijah 
Hunt,  and  William  Gordon  Forman ;  an  act  for 
i     r  ^^H^^^  Thomas  C.  Withers;  an  act  for  the 
!  relief  of  Daniel  Converse  and  George  Miller;  an 
;  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  John  Heaps' de- 
ceased; an  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Bic'kley 
and  Catharine  Clark,  administratrix  of  John  Clark, 
deceased  ;   an  act  authorizing   the   Secretary  of 
State  to  issue  letters  patent  toHenry  Burden— were 
severally  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  giving  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  James  Shields,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  the  question  was  stated,  shall 
It  pass?  When  Mr.  Cocke  moved  that  the  said 
bill  be  postponed  indefinitely  ;  which  motion  being 
rejected,  the  question  was  then  taken,  Shall  the 
bill  pass?  and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  engrossed  bills  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Henry  Willis,  and  for  the  relief 
of  Ann  Mclntire,  were  severally  read  a  third  time ; 
and  the  first  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robertsom, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table ;  and  the  second,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  report  made  yesterday  by  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  on  the  memorial  of  Nathaniel 
Hall  Loring,  Thomas  Ragland,  Charles  Rutledge 
Holmes,  Charles  R.  Vining,  and  Wilson  M.  C. 
Fairfax,  late  cadets  at  the  xMilitary  Academy  at 
West  Point,  was,  on  motion,  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Piatt,"  in  which  they 
ask  the  concurrence  oi  this  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  oi  Claims. 
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Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
offered  the  following  report; 

The  Committee  on  the  JaJiciary,   to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate    "further  to  amend 
the  judicial  system  of  the  United  Sutes,"  report,  that 
they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration.     The 
bill  pioposes  to  form  the  district  of  East  Tennessee 
and  that  of  West  Tennessee  into  one  circuit;  and  to 
appoint  a  judge  for  the  same  circuit,  with  a  salary  of 
three  thousand  dollar?  a  year,  and  with  all  the  powers 
of  a  circuit  judge  within  the  circuit  so  established. 
The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  inex- 
pedient to  make  such  an  innovation  upon  the  existing 
judicial  system.     It  will  probably  become  necessary, 
at  no  very  distant  time,  to  make  some  general  rhange, 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  the  committee  think  no  par- 
tial alteration  ought  to  be  permitted  essentially  incon- 
sistent with  the  present  arrangement,  and  difficult  to 
reconcile  with  any  future  systematic  measure.     Such 
would  be  the  proposed  establishment  for  the  districts 
of  Tennessee.     The   committee,    therefore,   respect- 
fully recommend  to  the  House  not  to  concur  in  the 
raid  bill. 

The  bill  aod  report  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

DI8TKICT  BANKS. 

The  bill  "  concerning  the  banks  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,"  was  read  a  third  time;  and  the 
question  being  stated—"  Shall  the  bill  pass  ?" 

Mr.  Foot  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  until  the 
next  session  of  Congress,  on  the  ground  as  well  ol 
opposition  to  incorporating  anew  so  much  bank 
capital,  as  of  a  doubt  whether  the  bill  was  accept- 
able to  the  people  of  the  District  generally.  He 
added  that  there  was  no  occasion  ^r  haste  on  the 
subject,  inasmuch  as  none  of  the  charters  of  the 

S resent  banks  would  expire  before  the  4th  day  of 
larch  next ;  and  there  would  be  time  enough  at 
the  next  session  of  Congress  to  act  upon  the* sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  CuLPEPER  hopf^d  the  motion  for  postpone- 
rnent  would  not  prevail.  It  was  true,  he  said,  that 
the  charters  of  the  banks  would  "not  expire  before 
the  next  session  of  Congress  ;  but  it  was  equally 
true,  that,  under  the  apprehension  that  the  charters 
would  not  be  renewed,  curtailments  of  their  debts 
would  necessarily  be  made,  which  in  these  times 
would  produce  much  distress  among  the  people. 
It  had  been  said,  that  the  Branch  Bank  of  the 
United  States  could  furnish  sufficient  bank  accom- 
modation for  the  people  of  tht-  District.  Mr.  C 
said  It  could  not  do  it,  and,  if  it  could,  he  was  not 
willing  to  put  the  people  of  the  District  wholly 
into  the  power  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Mercer  opposed  the  postponement,  with 
the  same  earnestness  which  lie  had  shown  in  the 
previous  debate  on  this  subject.  With  respect  to 
the  sense  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  District,  he  said 
It  was  almost  unanimous  in  favor  of  the  bill.  He 
had  scarcely  heard  the  voice  of  complaint  against 
It ;  and,  he  supposed  enough  had  appeared  to  satisfy 
any  man,  that  a  large  majority  of  the  people  were 
in  favor  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Cobb  said,  he  was  opposed  to  this  bill,  in 
any  shape ;  but  was  further  opposed  to  it  because 
ae  believed  it  was  not  generally  acceptable  to  the 


people  of  the  District.     So  far  as  it  respected  the 
merchants,  bank  directors,  and  that  class  generally 
being  in  favor  of  this  bill,  he  had  no  doubt  of  the 
fact.     It  is  their  bill,  said  Mr.  C. — it  is  to  their  in- 
terest that  it  should  pass.     But,  if  he  were  to  re- 
capitulate all  that  he  had  heard  against  the  bill  it 
would  take  up  more  time  than  he  was  willing'to 
consume.     He  knew  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
was  mistaken,  when  he  said  there  was  no  di^nt- 
insr  voice,  on  this  subject,  among  the  people  of  the 
District.     Mr.  C.  said  he  had  spoken  with  as  re- 
spectable men  as  any  in  the  District,  who  had  told 
him  there  was  now  too  much  bank  capital  in  the 
District,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  reduced.     Objec- 
tions to  this  bill,  indeed,  had  reached  him  in  various 
ways  ;  he  had    received  a  variety  of  anonymous 
letters  on  the  subject,  and,  so  far  from  every  person 
being  in  favor  of  it,  he  believed  there  were  very 
many  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  C.  then  proceeded  to  take  a  general  view 
of  the  question  involved  in  the  bill.     He  adverted 
to  the  dissatisfactionwhich  had  generally  prevailed 
in  regard  to  the  state  of  the  currency  j  which,  it 
was  universally  admitted,  had  proceeded  from  the 
multitude  of  banks  of  recent  creation  in  the  coun- 
try, whose  paper  did  not  circulate  beyond  their 
immediate  vicinity.    And,  yet,  what  was  the  House 
about  to  do  ?     To  renew,  in  this  District,  the  causes 
which  nad  produced  this  derangement  of  the  cur- 
rency.    Nay,  more,  it  was  proposed  by  this  bill,  to 
increase  the  capital  of  these  banks  from  five  and  a 
half  to  six  millions  of  dollars.     Let  us,  laid  he, 
set  the  example  of  a  better  policy  than  that  of  the 
adjoining  States ;  and,  by  the  by,  he  said,  it  was 
distinctly  understood  they  were  getting  sick  enough 
of  this  bank  system.     And  what,  he  asked,  could 
the  people  of  this  District  possibly  want  with  so 
much  bank  capital  ?    Not  for  commerce — a  hogs- 
head of  tobacco,  or  a  load  of  flour,  in  this  city, 
would  gratifv  any  man's  eyes.     Commerce   here 
was  out  of  the  question :  every  thing  done  here 
was  a  mere  huckstering  business.     But,  he  said,  if 
this  bank  capital  was  granted,  it  must  be  turned  to 
profit,   and   employed   in   something  else  besides 
commerce,  &.c.     He  had  heard,  indeed,  thatalmost 
all  the  valuable  property  in  the  city  was  already 
mortgaged    for   bank  accommodation.     Mr.   C.'s 
plaii,  in  fine,  was,  to  let  the  charters  of  these  banks 
expire,  allowing  them  five  years  to  wind  up  their 
aflairs.     The  Branch  of  the  United  States'  Bank 
could  issue  capital  enough  for  the  circulation  and 
business  of  the   District.    He  should,  he  said,  if 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  were  now  before 
the  House,  vote  against  its  establishment,  because 
he  had  serious  doubts  about  the  constitutionality 


of  it;  but  that  was  perhaps  the  only  reason — for, 
say  what  you  please,  its  paper  is  the  only  paper 
that  will  answer  your  purposes,  being  everywhere 
at  par.  The  paper  of  all  other  banks  was  uncur- 
rent  at  a  certain  distance  from  their  location  ;  and 
he  was  unwilling,  by  voting  for  this  bill,  to  do  any 
thing  to  perpetuate  such  a  state  of  things.  ^ 

Mr.  VVahfield  expressed  his  surprise  at  the  dis- 
cussion on  the  third  reading  of  this  bill,  after  what 
had  taken  place  on  it  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
He  disclaimed  any  interest  in  the  bill,  but  that 
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wliich  arose  from  his  observation  of  the  extensive 
business  of  this  District,  and  his  knowledge  of  the 
meritorious  character  of  its  population,  which  in- 
duced him  to  support  this  bill.     Nor  had  the  ar- 
guments of  the  gentleman  Irom  Georgia  at  all 
affected  his  views  of  the  subject.     With  regard  to 
the  disorder  of  the  circulating  medium,  Mr  W 
went  on  to  say,  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  paper 
of  this  District,  in  which  there  was  so  much  con- 
fidence  that   It   circulated  everywhere   freely,  as 
far  as  his  knowledge  extended.     With  regard  to 
the  business  and  trade  of  this  District,  certainly 
the  gentleman  could  not  have  given  himself  the 
trouble  to  ascertain  the  real   fact.     The  exports 
Irom  this  District,  he  believed,  exceeded  those  of 
the  State  of  Connecticut.     During  the   Winter 
season,  as  many  as  ten  thousand  barrels  of  flour 
had  arrived  at  this  place  in  the  course  of  one  day  • 
and  the  citizens  were  extensively  engaged  in  the 
trade  of  that  and  other  articles  for  exportation 
He  had  not  prepared  himself  with  statements  to 
prove  It,  but  he  knew  it  might  be  shown  that  this 
capital  was  necessary— and,  being  now  in  exist- 
ence, he  was  sure  it  would  be  productive  of  great 
1     inconvenience  to  abolish  it,  dec.     With  regard  to 
I    the  opinion  of  the  people  of  the  District  on  the 
subject  of  this  bill,  he  believed,  from  the  conversa- 
tions he  had  held  with  them  on  the  subject,  that  a 
I    large  majority  of  them  were  in  favor  of  the  bill 
Mr.  Brown  said,  if  the  capital  had   been  re- 
duced to  a  reasonable  amount,  he  should  have  no 
objection  to  granting  new  charters  for  so  many 
banks  as  should  appear  necessary.     But  he  thought 
the  proposed  amount  too  large;  and,  as  the  char- 
ters oi  the  present  banks  would  not  expire  until 
the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  he  could 
see  no  great  inconvenience  which  was  likely  to 
result  Irom  the  postponement  of  the  bill.     He  was 
tberetore  in  favor  of  postponing  it. 

.u^l^l^f^'^^'''*  ^"^^  •"  ^a^or  of  the  passage  of 
this  bill  believing  it  to  be  the  wish  of  a  large  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  this  District  that  it  should 
pass.  With  respect  to  those  who  had  been  so  im- 
wh""^^^  8p'nst  it  in  their  letters  to  xMr.  Cobb, 
wny,  Mr.  R.  asked,  if  their  motives  were  correct, 
had  they  withheld  their  names  ?  Mr.  R.  assigned 
various  reasons  why,  in  his  opinion,  the  bill  ou<rht 
to  pass.  If  ,t  did  not  pass  at  the  present  session, 
he  said,  It  would  become  the  duty  of  the  banks  to 

Was  the  House,  he  asked,  disposed  to  increShe 

people  of  this  District  feel  m  common  with  their 
reUow^.tizens?  As  to  postpone  this  bill  to  the 
next  session  would  be  to  inflict  an  irreparable  in- 
mry  on  the  people  of  this  District,  he  iVlt  himself 
bound  to  oppose  the  motion  for  postponement. 
Jnr^r'" .    f?K  '*'^'  f  K  Y'^""^^  "  ^'0"ld  be  to  the 

charters  of  the  banks,  he  would  vote  for  doing  so. 
He  would  do  It  even  if  he  believed  it  to  be  their 
WISH.  His  acquaintance  in  the  District  was  not 
extensive,  but  he  had  not  heard  a  single  voice  in 
favor  of  the  bill.  And  why  had  not  the  voice  of 
tbe  people  been  heard  against  it  ?  Have  you  ever 
l»eard,  said  he,  the  voice  of  the  people  raised 
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apmst  a  bank  placed  in  the  midst  of  them  1    No. 
Under  such  circumstances  they  are  held  in  "dur- 
ance  vile;"  the  banks  hold  a  rod  over  Uiem,  and 
their  opinions  are  suppressed.     His  object  was  to 
give  the  people  an  opportunity,  during  the  recess 
to  examine  this  subject  and  judge  for  themselves! 
1  he  amount  of  bank  capital  in  this  District  was 
excessive.     If  gentlemen  would   cast  their  eves 
over  this  city  they  would  find  that  the  interest  of 
the  people  had  not  been  much  benefited  by  it— the 
city  being  covered  with  premature  ruins  and  half- 
finished  houses,  «tc.— which  he  attributed  to  the 
quantity  of  bank  capital  employed  in  it.     No  in- 
jury, h%said,  could  result  from  a  postponement  ol 
this  subject  till  the  next  session  of  Congress.     It 
was  true,  it  had  been  said,  that  some  of  the  char- 
ters would  expire  at  the  end  of  the  next  ses.sion  of 
Congress.     Congress  would   no   doubt  give  the 
banks  more  time ;  but  should  four  of  the  charters 
be  then  permitted  to  expire,  there  would  yet  re- 
main nine  banks  in  the  District,  which  he  thought 
was  quite  enough. 

Mr.  Hardin  was  opposed  to  the  postponement 
ol  this  bill.     If,  said  he,  the  banks  are  not  to  be 
rechartered,  tell  the  people  so  now.     For  what 
object  IS  the  bill  to  be  postponed  ?     That  the  peo- 
ple of  the  District  may  examine  the  subject  and 
embody  their  opinion,  has  been  said.     How  long 
said  Mr.  H.,  has  this  subject  been  before  the  Hou^ 
at  this  session?    About  four  months.    In  some 
shape  or  other,  it  was  also  before  Congress  at  its 
two  last  sessions.     Three  vears  it  has  been  agi- 
tated.    If  this  was  not  time'enough  for  the  people 
to  make  up  their  minds  on  it,  the  few  months  of 
the  recess  would  not  afford  them  time.     This  mo- 
tion for  postponement  was  in  fact  nothing  but  a 
left-handed  way  of  defeating  this  bill.     The  conse- 
quence of  Its  success  would  be  oppression  and  ruin 
on  a  large  portion  of  the  people,  and  inordinate' 
speculations  would  be  made,  on  the  other  hand,  by 
those  who  were  not  willing  to  give  their  names  to 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Cobb.)     Men 
may  be  able  to  pay  what  they  owe  by  selling  their 
property;  but  when  all  are  sellers  and  none  are 
buyers,  property  must  be  sacrificed  at  least  fifty 
per  cent,  below  its  value— and,  in  a  few  years,  in- 
stead of  this  city  looking  like  an  assemblage  of 
ruins,  as  one  gentleman  had  said  of  it,  we  shall 
hardly  be  able  to  find  where  it  is.    Mr.  H.  said  he 
had  not  been  long  acquainted  with  the  city;  but, 
s'oce  he  had  known  it,  it  had  greatly  improved, 
and  he  hoped  before  long  to  see  it  as  splendid  a 
city  as  the  capital  of  a  commercial  and  agricul- 
tural—and, as  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  Baldwin)  would   have   it,  manufacturing 
country  ought  to  be.     If  this  were  a  question,  in 
the  first  instance,  whether  these  banks  should  be 
chartered,  he  should  vote  against  it.    If  it  were  a 
question  whether  a  bank  should  be  chartered  with- 
in the  United  States,  he  should  vote  against  it. 
But  that  was  not  the  question.    These  banks  have 
been  chartered,  some  of  them  twenty  years ;  the 
commerce  and  business  of  the  District  is  predi- 
cated on  this  amount  of  hank  capital.     If  it  were 
abolished,  ruin  must  follow.     This  capital  was 
not,  he  said,  confined  to  the  District,  but  extended 
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Its  benefits  to  the  neighboring  counties  of  Virginia  which  the  War  Office  had  been  placed  and  con- 
and  Maryland.  Capital,  he  said  further,  would  sumed  by  fire  twenty  years  ago.  He  knew  of  no 
regulate  Itself;  and  no  apprehension  need  be  enter- 1  other  ruins  in  the  city,  except  one  which  arose 
tamed  that  more  capital  would  be  employed  in  i  from  the  improvident  speculations  of  an  individ- 
tanking  than  could  be  profitably  employed—  ual  attempting  to  build  houses  he  was  not  able  to 
Again:  Mr.  H.  said  he  was  in  favor  of  recharter-    finish,  before  there  was  a  bank  in  the  city— and 


ing  these  banks  for  a  political  consideration.  He 
had  been  opposed  to  chartering  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States — he  thought  it  too  great  an  engine 
of  power — a  ^reat  mammoth,  which,  at  some  day 
or  other,  would  trample  under  foot  the  liberties  of 


the  ruins  of  the  Capitol,  which  might  perhaps  be 
traced  to  the  failure  of  those,  who  then  represented 
the  gentleman's  constituents,  to  provide  the  mean^ 
for  its  defence. 
Mr.  IHosELEY  spoke  against  the  postponement. 


«     I      •         1  ■  — '      ..^v^w.^^.  .j'-jn^.  uguiiioi  till-  pusipoiiemeni. 

the  country.  As  long  as  this  was  in  operation,  he  He  should  not  have  risen,  he  said  but  for  the  re 
would  keep  in  being  these  banks— which  Congress  ,  marks  of  his  colleague  and  the  gentleman  from 
had  undoubted  power  to  do— within  the  district  i  Georgia,  one  of  whom  could  see  nothincr  but 
ot  Columbia ;  and,  as  long  as  they  continued  spe-  i  hucksters'  shops  in  the  city,  and  the  other  no'thine 
cie  payments  they  would  form  a  sort  of  counter- .  but  the  ruins  of  Carthage.  He  then  made  a  brief 
current  to  the  overwhelming  influence  of  the  statement  of  the  extent  of  the  commerce  of  this 
Bank  ot  the  United  States.  Let  every  other  bank  District ;  the  purport  of  which  was  that  the  ex- 
in  the  country  be  destroyed,  and  we  are  bound  ports  from  the  District  were  double  the  amount  of 
hand  and  foot  at  the  altar  of  this  stupendous  in- !  the  exports  from  the  State  of  Connecticut  and 
stitution.  There  was,  in  the  charter  of  the  Bank  I  that  they  were  greater  in  amount  than  those  of 
of  the  United  States,  he  said,  a  clause  providing  1  five  of  the  States  of  the  Union 
that  Congress  should  not,  during  its  existence,  in- 1  Mr.  Livermore  was  oppo.sed  to  the  posiijone- 
corporate^any  new  bank.     Let  these  banks,  then,    ment,  but  was  also  opposed  to  the  bill      He  did 


said  Mr.  H.,  go*  out  of  existence,  and  the  power  of 
counteracting,  in  any  degree,  the  influence  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  has  passed  out  of  your 


not  believe  it  could  be  at  all  necessary  to  have  a 
bank  capital  of  six  millions  of  dollars  in  a  district 
of  the  extent  of  this,  consisting  of  several  small 


-  .  -  —  I—.-.,.  v,vi.  V,.  .^u.    v^.  »ut  lAivui  ui  luis,  luusisung  01  several  small 

hands  forever.  With  respect  to  the  sense  of'  the  j  towns  or  villages,  which,  put  them  together,  did 
people,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  had  corresponded  and  con- 1  not  amount  to  a  very  larcre  tradin^r  town  The 
versed  with  many  persons  in  the  District  on  the  ,  adjoining  country  was  no"  very  extensive  how- 
subject,  and  he  had  never  heard  a  single  objection  ever  fertile,  and  however  respectable  the  people, 
to  this  bill ;_  but,  as  far  as  it  had  been  spoken  of,  it  |  He  would  act  upon  this  bill,  he  said,  as  if  he  were 


had  been  thought  the  best  plan  for  recharteri'ng 
the  banks. 

Mr.  Mercer  sjwke  to  the  question  recrarding 
the  public  opinion,  and  stated  various  facts  to 
show  that  from  Alexandria  there  was  evidence 
that  a  large  majority  of  the  population  was  in 
favor  of  the  bill ;  that  from  Georgetown  not  a 
whisoer  of  disapprobation  had  been  heard ;  and 
that  from  Washington  he  had  heard  but  one  dis- 
sentient voice  on  the  subject.  With  regard  to  the 
observation  of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut, 


a  member  of  a  legislature  for  this  District ;  and 
in  that  view,  he  could  never  consent  to  vote  for  it. 
In  the  course  of  some  other  observations  against 
the  bill,  he  enumerated  the  usi's  which  the  pt^ople 
of  the  District  had  for  money,  to  pay  thrir  judicial 
expenses.  &c.,  and,  in  this  city,  he  added,  they 
wanted  money  to  keep  the  ragged  boys  and  girls 
from  the  doors  of  the  Capitol,  importuning  all  who 
passed  in  and  out,  to  the  disgrace  of  the  District,  dec. 
Mr.  Kent  next  snoke  against  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  bill.     If  that  motion  prevailed,  it 


♦i.».     f  .k      L     .       ''/i-       T      , ---""^^"v-ui,  I  |,uinruniii  ui  luc  uiii.     II   mai  moiion  prevailed,  II 

that,  il  the  charters  of  four  banks  were  suffered  to  |  would  destroy  the  credit  of  the  banks  within  this 
expire,  there  would  yet  remain  nine,  Mr.  M.  said  District,  and  would  be  the  signal  of  oppression  to 
It  was  specious  rather  than  solid.  This  bill  pro-  the  people.  But,  it  had  been  said,  that  the  United 
posed,  indeed  to  reduce  them  to  six  in  number;  States' Bank  would  furnish  capital,  if  the  House 
but  It  the  reduction  were  effected  by  the  process  ,  would  consent  to  put  down  the  banks  proposed  to 
suegested  by  the  gentlr^man  from  Connecticut,  the  be  re-chartered  by  the  bill  before  us.  The  United 
Whole  of  the  debtors  of  particular  banks  would  be  Slates'  Bank,  Mr.  K.  said,  has  not  the  capital  to 
oppressed  perhaos  to  ruin,  while  the  debtors  of  spare.  It  has  been  engaged  for  some  time  in  redu- 
other  banks  would  wholly  escape  their  fate.  Con-  cing  its  discounts  ;  curtail,  curtail,  is  the  cry  from 
gress  had  better  refuse  to  charter  any  ;  because  all  every  part  of  the  country.  Had  the  mother  bank 
would  then  stand  on  the  same  footing.  With  re-  capital  to  part  with,  it  would  have  sent  more  of  it 
gard  to  the  supposed  oppression  of  the  people  by  here,  where  its  business  has  been  conducted  in  a 
the  banks,  was  It  oppression  Mr.  M.  asked,  for    correct,  satisfactory,  and  profitable  manner.     And, 

he  creditor  to  indul-e  the  debtor  ?  Such  was  as  highly  as  he  respected  the  talents  and  integrity 
the  course  of  the  banks,  and  which  the  postpone-  of  the  gentleman  who  presided  over  that  institu- 
ment  of  this  bill  w.H  compel   them   to   change,    tion,  he  feared,  from  the  mismanagement  of  its 

I  he  gentleman  f^rom  Connecticut  had  talked  about  early  administration,  it  would  be  some  time  before 
the  rums  spread  over  this  city.  Now,  Mr.  M.  it  will  be  able  to  furnish  capital  for  every  part  of 
undertook  to  say,  that  there  was  no  ruin  in  this  the  country.  But,  said  he,  what  is  the  fact  ?  You 
city  but  what  that  gentleman's  predecessors  had  ,  have  a  branch  here,  with  what  capital  the  mother 
made.     In  passing  daily  between  the  Capitol  and  '  bank  can  conveniently  part  with,  and,  notwith 


tus  lodgings  in  Georgetown,  he  had  noticed  but 
one  ruin,  and  that  was  the  ruin  of  the  building  in 


standing  that  and  the  number  of  banks  now  in  ex- 
istence here,  there  is  one  bank,  if  no  more,  within 
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this  District,  that  is  at  this  time  transactinrr  a 
business  as  beneficial  to  the  community,  at  lelist 
that  part  of  it  within   its  sphere,  and  as  advan- 
tageous to  Its  stockholders,  as  any  local  bank  in 
the  United  States:  and  is  it  possible  that  this  House 
will  consent  to  put  down  an  institution  thus  sit- 
uated, to  make  the  pi-ople  of  this  District  depen- 
dent upon  a  foreign  institution,  with  the  directors 
of  whom  they  have  no  acquaintance,  of  whom  thev 
have  no  knowledge,  and  who  have  not  a  common 
interest  with  them  in  the  property  and  prosperity 
of  the  place  1    For  one.  I  should  >>e  unwilling  to 
make  my  immediate  constituents,  if  they  wanted 
bank  capital,  deptMident  on  a  distant  corporation 
tor  it  who  could  grant  or  withhold  it  at  pleasure- 
and  I  am  equally  unwilling  to  impose  upon  this 
unrepresented  people  any  measure  that  I  should 
resist  being  extended  to  those  I  represent      The 
capital  of  six  millions  of  dollars,  Mr.  K.  said  was 
provided  for  this  District  in  the  charter  granted  by 
Congress  to  the  United  States'  Bank,  and  he  could 
not  suppose  it  reprehensible  in  the  committee  to 
give  them  the  amount  of  capital  that  had  by  law 
been  apportioned   for  them.     Again  ;  those  who 


vest  their  money  in  bank  capital  expect  something 
m  return  for  it ;  and,  if  it  is  not  wantinrr,  it  will 

yield  no  profit,  and  they  will  withdraw  it.  for  which 
the  bill  provides.     But  a  much  larger  capital  can 
be  employed  in  this  District  than  gentlemen  sup- 
pose.    1  he  cities  within  it  are  all  vounj?.  and  lar<^e 
surns  are  required  to  build  houses  and  bridges,  and 
make  roads,  streets,  and  canals;  and  the  export 
trade  of  thv  District  amounts  to  upwards  of  two 
millions.     Probably,  Mr.  K.  said,  the  bill  was  as 
satisfactory  as  the  committee  could  make  it ;  a  con- 
vention of  the  banks  of  the  District  recommrnded,  i 
at  the  last  session,  the  reduction  of  the  banks  to  ! 
two  in  each  city,  and  that  part  of  the  bill  whirh 
related  to  the  City  of  Washington  was  a  transcript 
from  the  bill  of^  last  year.     Most  of  the  banks  mei-  l 
tioned  in  the  bill  were  in  existence  at  the  same  time  I 
as  the  old  United  States'Bank,  which  had  a  branch  : 
here,  and  which  did  a  good  business,  and,  he  was  ,' 
told,  wound  up  without  loss,  and  that  too  amoncr  | 
a  people  who  are  said  to  have  no  profitable  em"-' 
Ployment  for  bank  capital ;  and,  if  they  have,  they  I 
have  always  had  too  much.     This  fact'  established  , 
the  contrary.  ' 

Mr.  SiMKiNd  said,  until  we  had  other  data  to 
go  upon,  and  a  different  experience  from  that  of 
every  day,  he  must  believe  that  the  sentiments  of 
he  gentleman  from  Georgia  respecting  excessive 
issues  of  bank  paper  were  not  so  wild  as  some  ap- 
peared to  apprehend  them  to  be.  What,  he  asked, 
had  caused  the  pecuniary  distress  of  the  country 
but  the  excess  of  banking  capital,  which  it  was 
now  proposed,  as  far  as  regards  this  District,  tore- 
charter  and  continue  in  operation  ?     The  present 

ultimate  eflect  of  such  a  measure  must  be  to  de- 
preciate the  value  of  property,  &c.  The  process 
of  collection  of  debts  due  to  the  banks  mi<rht  he 
said,  pinch  the  debtors  at  this  day:  but,  as  fegi'sla- 
lors  for  them,  it  became  Congress  to  legislate  not 
tor  their  momentary  but  their  permanent  interest 
It  was  farcical,  he  said,  to  talk  of  six  millions  of 


capital,  when  there  was  not  a  third  of  the  amount 
n  specie.     Nay,  he  asked,  did  any  gentleman  be- 

of   he  banks  of  the  District  ?    And  was  it  sofind 
policy   to    incorporate   institutions  with  canitals 
amounting  to  six  millions,  when  it  is  known  that 
thev  cannot  produce  more  than  half  a  million  of 
dollars  in  specie-perhaps  not   more  than  three 
hundred  thousand.     Mr.  S.  contended  that  it  was 
an  imoosition  to  say,  that  six  millions  of  bankinjr 
capital  could  be  justifiably  employed  on  so  smaD 
a  foundation  of  specie,  Ac.     It  was  generally  ad- 
mitted Mr.  S.  went  on  to  argue,  that  Congress 
had  the  power  to  regulate   the   currency  of^  the 
country.     Would  it  be  doing  so  to  pass  this  bill?' 
VVould  It  not  rather  be  the  means  of  disordering 
the   currency?    In   reply   to   the  argument,  that 
nearly  this  amount  had  been  used  advantageouslr 
for  twenty  years,  Mr.  S.  said,  that  would  appeal 
naore  .satisfactorily  when  all  the  debts  to  the  banks 
should  be  called  in.     He  knew  that,  in  proportion 
as  men  could  get  money,  they  would  run  in  debt 
it  was  human  nature  to  do  so.     But,  said  he  let 
the  debts  due  to  the  banks  be  paid  off,  and  see  Whe- 
ther the  people  will  be  in  the  houses  they  have 
built— see  whether  thev  are  the  true  owners— see 
whether  the  interest  of  the  people  has  been  pro- 
moted by  the  numerous  banks.    Mr.  S.  said  not. 

1  hey  might  indeed  eive  a  facility  to  borrow  money 

but  It  was  this  very  facility  which  the  House  ought 

not  to  sanction.     He  was  disposed  to  allow  to  the 

District  not  more  than  one  bank  in  each  of  the 

throe  towns,  with  a  reasonable  capital ;  but  he  was 

not  disposed  to  grant  charters  for  this  enormous 

I  factitious  capital.     He  was  not  for  postponement, 

I  though  against  the  bill,  because  he  wished  thepeo- 

I  pie  to  understand  now  what  they  might  expect. 

Mr.  Cook  called  upon  gentlemen  to  reflect  what 
they  were  about  to  vote  for— for  a  bill  for  incor- 
porating within  this  District  six  banks  with  a  cap- 
ital of  a  million  of  dollars  each.     He  requested 
them  also  to  examine  the  details  of  the  bill.    The 
charters  of  the  present  banks  were  referred  to,  as 
containing   the   rules   by  which   the   new  banks 
should  be  governed.    Few  gentlemen,  he  presumed, 
had  examined  these  rules ;  and,  for  himself,  he  was 
not  prepared  to  vote  for  the  bill  until  they  were 
exhibited.     He  was  opposed  to  this  bill,  because  it 
proposed  too  large  an  amount  of  bank  capital  for 
this  District,  and  the  effect  of  which,  within  this 
District,  was  not  confined  to  the  District.    The 
lavish  effusion  of  paper  currency  within  the  Dis- 
trict, had  the  effect  to  enhance  the  price  of  every 
article  of  life,  and  thus  to  compel  Congress  to  in- 
crease the  salaries  of  the  public  officers,  Ac,  and 
tax  the  pockets  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
generally.     After  some  other  remarks,  he  said,  he 
was  in  favor  of  extending  the  present  charters  of 
these  banks  to  give  them  time  to  wind  up  their  busi- 
ness ;  and  should  vote  against  the  postponement, 
in  the  hope  of  an  amendment  being  made  to  that 
effect. 

Mr.  McCov  would  not  vote  for  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  bill :  but  he  was  not  in  favor 
of  the  bill  in  its  present  shape.  Six  millions  of 
capital,  he  said,  could  not  be  necessary  to  do  the 
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business  of  the  people  of  this  District ;  it  was  far- 
cical to  say  that  it  was.  This  question,  he  said, 
was  argued,  as  if  nobody  had  any  interest  or  con- 
cern in  these  banks  but  the  people  of  this  District. 
For  one,  he  declared  he  had  no  confidence  in  these 
banks.  He  had  hoped  some  gentleman  would  have 
told  the  House  how  some  of  these  banks  had  swin- 
dled the  people.  The  paper  of  one  of  these  banks, 
he  said,  had  been  at  from  ten  to  twenty  per  cent. 
discount  for  some  months;  and,  when  Congress 
assembled,  was  at  eight  per  cent,  discount.  By 
this  bill,  the  Franklin  Bank  was  permitted  five 
years  to  wind  up  its  concerns.  Mr.  M.  said  he  was 
willing  to  allow  all  the  banks  the  same  time.  The 

?aper  of  the  Franklin  Bank,  he  said,  was  now  at 
fty  per  cent,  discount.  Those  persons  who  sold 
produce  in  the  District  were  obliged  to  take  such 
paper  as  was  in  circulation,  which  was  the  paper 
of  the  banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  Some 
of  these  banks,  he  said,  had  been  very  badly 
managed  ;  and  he  was  not  willing  to  give  them 
six  millions  of  capital  for  twenty  years.  If  the 
amount  of  capital  had  been  les.scned  in  the  same 

Eroportion  as  the  number  of  the  banks,  he  should 
ave  voted  for  the  bill.     Three  banks  with  a  mil- 
lion of  capital  each  would  be  abundantly  sufficient. 

Mr.  Rhea  then  delivered  his  sentiments  against 
the  motion  to  postpone,  and  in  favor  of  the  bill,  at 
some  length.  If  other  banks  in  the  States  were  to 
be  put  down,  he  said,  let  the  District  banks  also  be 
put  down.  But  he  saw  no  reason  for  putting  them 
down  exclusively,  to  the  great  prejudice,  and  in- 
deed to  the  utter  ruin  of  the  District,  &c. 

The  question  to  postpone  the  bill  was  then 
taken,  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive: For  the  postponement  45,  against  it  109,  as 
follows : 

Yki8  —  .Messrs.  .\lexnnder,  Archer  of  Virginia, 
Brown,  Buffum,  Burwell,  Campbell.  Clagctt,  Clark, 
Cobb,  Crawford,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Fay, 
Floyd,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Garnelt,  Gross  of  Penn- 
•ylvania,  Hall  of  New  York.  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hall 
of  North  Carolina,  Hcrrick,  Hostetter,  Jones  of  Vir- 
ginia, Little,  Linn,  Maclay,  McLean  of  Kentucky. 
Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Morton,  Patterson,  Phil- 
aou,  Rankin,  Ross,  Sampson,  Settle,  Shaw,  Sloan, 
B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Tarr,  Tyler, 
and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  -Adams,  Allen  of  Massachu- 
•ettii,  Allen  of  New  York,  -\lien  of  Tennessee,  Archer 
of  Maryland,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bateman, 
Bayly,  Beecher,  BloonifielJ,  Boden,  Brush,  Bryan, 
Case,  Cook,  Crafts,  Crowell,  C-'ulbreth,  Culpeper, 
Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Davidson,  Dennison, 
Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut, 
Ervio,  Fisher,  Folger,  Fuilerton,  Gross  of  New  York, 
Hardin,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Hibshman, 
Heister,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Jones  of  'i'ennessee, 
Kendall,  Kent,  Kinsey,  Kinsley.  Livermore,  Lowndes, 
Lyman,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Delaware, 
Mallary,  Marchand,  Mason.  Miech.  Meigs,  .Vtercer, 
Monell,  Moseley,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Overstreet, 
Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinck- 
ney,  Pindall,  Pitcher.  Plumer,  Reed,  Rhea.  Rich, 
Richards,  Richmond,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Sawyer.  Ser- 
geant, Simkins,  Slocumb,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith 


of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Stevens,  Street, 
Strong  of  New  York,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Terrell, 
Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Van  Rensselaer,  Walker,  Wallace, 
Warfield,  Wendover,  Whitman,  Williams  of  Virginia, 
and  Wood. 

So  the  bill  was  not  postponed. 

Mr.  SiMKiNs  then  moved  to  recommit  the  bill, 
with  instructions  to  the  committee  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  establish  three  banks,  with  a  capital  not  ex- 
ceeding one  million  each,  one  in  Washington,  one 
in  Georgetown,  and  one  in  Alexandria. 

This  motion,  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Mercer,  and 
supported  by  Mr.  Si.mkins. 

The  question  was  taken  on  it,  and  the  presiding 
officer  counted  73  votes  for  the  motion,  and  72 
against  it,  pronouncing  the  motion  carried. 

A  second  count  was  called ;  and  it  was  then 
ordered  that  the  question  be  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  Warfield  delivered  an  animated  appeal  to 
the  House  against  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Simkins. 

Mr.  Mercer  followed,  also  in  opposition  to  the 
motion,  with  his  usual  zeal  for  what  he  believed 
to  be  the  interest  of  the  District. 

Mr.  Little  moved  to  add  to  the  instructions  a 
provision  requiring 

"That  the  names  of  the  presidents  and  directors  of 
said  banks  voting  for  each  and  every  dividend  made 
and  declared  by  them  respectively,  shall  be  recorded 
in  books  kept  for  the  purpose  by  them,  at  the  time  of 
making  or  declaring  such  dividends;  and  if  made  con- 
trary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  president  and 
directors  giving  their  assent  to  such  dividend  shall  be 
held  liable  to  their  individual  private  capacity." 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amend- 
ment, it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
recommit  the  bill,  with  the  instructions  proposed 
by  Mr.  Si.MKi.NtJ,  and  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  66,  nays  89,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Abbott,  Alexander,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Bateman,  Brown,  Buffum,  Burwell,  Butler  of  New 
Hampshire,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cobb, 
Cook,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Ed- 
wards of  North  Carolina,  Fay,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Ford, 
Forrest,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hall 
of  North  Carolina,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Herrick, 
Heister,  Hostetter,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kinsey,  Little, 
Linn,  Maclay,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Met- 
calf, R.  Moore,  .Morton,  Murray,  Newton,  Patterson, 
Philson,  Plumer,  Richards,  Ross,  Sampson,  Settle, 
Shaw,  Simkins,  Slocumb,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  South- 
ard, Stevens,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tompkins,  Tracy.  Wal- 
lace, Wendover,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and 
Wood. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  .MassachusetU, 
Allen  of  New  Vork,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Anderson, 
Archer  of  Maryland.  Archer  of  Virginia.  Baker,  Bald- 
win, Bayly,  Beecher,  Bloomfield, Boden,  Brush,  Bryan,* 
Case,  Cocke,  Crowell,  Culbreth.  Culpeper,  Cushman, 
Davidson,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickmson,  Eddy.  Ed- 
wards of  Connecticut,  Ervin,  Folger,  Foot,  Fuller, 
Fuilerton,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Hardin,  Hazard,  Hibshraan,  Hill,  Holmes,' 
Hooks,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kendall,  Kent,  Lowndes, 
Lyman,  McCreary,    McLanc  of  Delaware,  Mallary, 
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Marchand,  Mason,  Meech,  Meigs,  Mercer,  S.  Moore, 
Moseley,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of 
Virginia,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Parker 
of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Pindall,  Pitcher,  Reed,  Rhea, 
Rich,   Richmond,    RoberUon,   Rogers,  Sawyer.    Ser- 
geant, Silsbee,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of 
Maryland.  Street,  Strong  of  New  York,  Swearingen, 
Taylor,  'J'omlinson,  Tucker    of  Virginia.    Tucker  of 
South  Carohna,  Tyler,  Van  Rensselaer,  Walker,  War- 
field,  Whitman,  and  Williams'  of  Virginia.         '  ; 
So  the  House  refused  to  recommit  the  bill ;  and,  i 
without  further  question,  the  bill  was  passcxl,  and  ' 
s«»nt  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 


H.  Of  R. 


Tm-RsnAv,  April  13. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  report 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Trade,  showing 
the  amount  of  goods  furnished  annually,  since  the 
peace  of  1815,  to  each  Indian  trading-house,  with 
the  articles  received  in  exchange  or  payment 
therefor,  together  with  an  account"of  sales  of  such 
articles,  <tc.,  made  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of 
this  House ;  which  letter  and  report  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Newtox,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  '>An  act  to  authorize  the  erection 
of  a  lighthouse  on  one  of  the  I>les  of  Shoals 
near  Portsmouth,  in  New  Hampshire,"  made  a  re- 
port thereon,  proposing  sundry  amendments  there- 
to, which,  together  with  the  bill,  was  committed 
to  a  Commitlee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  followin<T 
titles,  to  wit :  An  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabit* 
ants  of  the  City  of  Washington,  and  to  repeal  all 
acts  heretofore  passed  for  that  purpose ;  An  act  for 
the  re  lef  of  Alexander  Milne  ;  An  act  to  increase 
the  allowance  to  the  Judges  of  the  Orphans'  Court 
in  the  counties  of  Washington  and  Alexandria ;  An 
act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  ascertain  and  designate  certain  boundaries  ;  An 
act  to  establish  the  district  of  Pearl  River;  and 
M""!  m"'  ^''^  relief  of  Solomon  Prevost :— in 
XM  f  ^^^y  ^""^  ^^^  concurrence  of  this  House. 
.Mr.  Livermore  moved  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittee^ of  the  Whole  from  the  further  considera- 
;*°V  / ,  -^'^  ^'''"  **^^  alteration  of  the  present 
tarifl  of  duties  on  goods  imported,  with  a  view  to 
Its  postponement.  But  the  motion  was  declared 
not  to  be  in  order  before  the  reading  of  the  follow- 
ing bill :  ° 

fhereunon  Mr.  Barbour  moved  to  lay  that  bill 
on  the  table  ;  which  motion  was  negatived. 

NAVIGATION  BILL. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  supplementary  to  the 
act  concerning  navigation,"  was  twice  read,  and 
was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hill,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved 
to  postpone,  until  to-morrow,  the  other  orders  of 
the  day  preceding  that  referred  to  by  Mr.  Liver- 
more, with  a  view  to  then  moving  to  postpone 
that  bill  until  the  next  session  of  Congress. 


In  support  of  this  motion,  Mr.  W.  said  the  sub- 
ject was  one  of  great  importance;  that  a  proper 
consideration  of  it  would  occupy  the  attention  of 
the  House  exclusively,  for  at  least  a  month,  and 
would  for  so  long  protract  the  session  beyond  the 
time  necessarily  to  be  devoted  to  the  consideration 
of  other  subjects.  The  question  ought,  therefore, 
to  be  now  determined,  whether  the  House  would 
or  vrould  not  act  upon  the  subject  at  the  present 
session.  ^ 

Mr.  Low.NOEs  said  he  concurred  so  fully  in  the 
views  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  that, 
if  he  now  persevered  in  his  motion,  he  should  cer- 
tainly vote  for  it.     But,  as  the  decision  of  the 
question  would  m  fact  be  a  decision  on  the  main 
!  qiiestion  of  the   bill  for  the  present  session    he 
i  wished  the  motion  could  be  deferred  until  to-mor- 
row, that  the  members  of  the  House  might  be  all 
aware  of  its  agitation.    Mr.  L.  said  he  did  believe 
;  that,  unless  it  was  passed  without  debate,  the  bill 
in  question  could  not  be  acted  on  at  the  present 
session. 

Mr.  Williamp,  assenting  to  the  wish  of  Mr. 
L0WNDE8,  withdrew  his  motion,  with  the  intima- 
I  tion  that,  if  no  one  else  moved  it,  he  should  him- 
self renew  the  motion  to-morrow. 

GENERAL  WILKINSON. 

;    ,  '^J^f,  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 

I  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  General  James  Wilkinson 

I  (for  the  indemnification  of  General  W.  from  a 

judgment  obtained  against  him  in  one  of  the  courts 

of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  in  an  action  for  false 

imprisonment,   during  the  alarm  of  Burr's  con- 

I  spiracy.) 

!      Mr.  Rankin  sj^ke  at  large  in  favor  of  the  bill. 
He  took  an  historical  view  of  the  circumstances 

?[r-ii  ^^■'^^'  ^^^^^  ^^  conceived  entitled  General 
Wilkinson  to  the  relief  proposed  to  be  friven  to 
him  by  this  bill. 

Mr.  Robertson  spoke  against  the  bill,  not  so 
much  with  a  view  to  the  demerit  of  the  claimant, 
as  that  Its  passage  might  serve  to  impress  the  public 
nriind  unfavorably  to  General  Adair,  as  supposing 
the  verdict  of  the  court  in  his  favor  to  have  been 
oppressive  and  unjust.  Mr.  R.  took  a  brief  view 
ol  the  events  of  General  Adair's  life ;  he  thought 
he  had  suffered  unjustly,  and  that  the  passage  of 
this  bill  might  serve,  by  implication,  to  inflict  upon 
him  further  injury,  &c.,  and  at  a  moment,  too, 
when  he  was  a  candidate  in  his  own  State  for  the 
TOpular  suffrages  in  an  important  election.  Mr. 
R.  concluded  by  moving  that  the  bill  be  postponed 
to  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Brush  followed  on  the  same  side  of  the 
question.  He  had  no  personal  knowledge,  he  said, 
of  General  Adair:  but  he  was  his  fellow  citizen, 
and,  from  all  the  evidence  he  had  seen,  he  had 
been  most  oppressively  and  unjustly  dealt  by.  He 
was  not  willing,  therefore,  to  extend  the  hand  of 
the  Government,  to  take  money  from  the  Treasury 
to  indemnify  him  from  whom  General  A.  had  sus- 
tained the  injury,  &c. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  supported  the  bill. 
He  allowed  all  the  merit  due  to  General  Adair 
but  expressed  his  great  regret  that  this  bill  should 


1835 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1836 


H.  or  R. 


Sumvir^  RetolxUionary  Officerg. 


April,  1820. 


have  been  supposed  to  have  any  the  least  connexion  the  Treasury  Department  b«,  and  they  hereby  are, 
with  his  fame,  which  it  certainly  had  not.  He  I  directed  and  required  to  adjust  and  settle  the  claim  of 
took  a  general  view  of  the  case,  the  leading  fta-  ;  each  and  every  surviving  officer  of  the  Army  of  the 
tures  of  which  were,  that  what  General  Wilkin-  Revolution,  who,  by  the  several  resolves  of  Congreaa, 
son  had  done  he  had  done  in  discharge  of  his  >  '»«»<J«  o"  «'  before  the  2l8t  of  October.  1780,  was  en- 
duty  ;  that  he 'was  not  able  to  pay  this  judgment  ^'^^^^  ^^  half  pay  for  life,  and  who  shall  apply  for  such 
against  him  ;  and,  if  this  bill  did  not  pass,  he  who  ,  settlement  w.th.n  -—  months  from  the  date  of  this 
hid  devoted  his  whole  life  to  the  service  of  the  i  »*=^  ^y  deduc  ing  from  the  arrearages  of  such  half 
uauuc>ui«.u  "?,.,,  ,  .k  .  «  .  /•'  pay,  computed  from  the  reduction  of  the  Army,  five 
countrv  must,  in  his  old  age,  become  the  tenant  oi  !  *^  ■'  ,  ,/  i  .u  i  i  r  u 
cuuuiiy  muai,  1"  »,  ,  ,  ,.  ,  -,.  ;  years  full  pay;  and  the  balance  of  such  arrearages 
a  nnson.  because  of  his  zeal  in  the  discharge  oi  his  :  ^f  •„„  .u..„'„_„...:„„,i    .  ...,;<:„..„  ,u_ii  ; r„.  fw. 


a  prison,  oecause  oi  ais  ^tai  lu  me  uibciiarge 

duty. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  was  in  favor  of  the  postpone- 
ment, because  he  did  not  think  Congress  were 
under  any  obligation  to  pay    the  money.     This 

Question,  he  conceived,  bad  nothing  to  do  with 
le  relative  merits  of  General  Wilkinson  and  Gen- 
eral Adair,  which  he  did  not  undertake  to  canvass. 
With  regard  to  the  arrests  made  under  the  orders 
of  General  Wilkinson,  he  said,  incidentally,  that 
they  savored  too  much  of  the  general  warrant,  dec 
and  ought  not  to  be  countenanced  by  any  decision 
of  Congress  to  indemnify  him  who  made  them. 

Mr.  PiNOALL  took  the  same  ground  as  had  been 
taken  by  Mr.  Brush,  and  enforced  it  by  a  variety 
of  elucidations,  that  there  was  no  evidence,  even 
had  suspicion  itself  been  imbodied  in  an  affidavit, 
which  would  have  justified  the  civil  authority, 
much  less  the  military,  in  arresting  General  Adair. 
He  argued  also  that  it  was  not  the  province  of  this 
House  to  interfere  with  a  decision  of  the  supreme 


being  thus  ascertained,  a  certificate  shall  issue  for  the 
same,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per 
annum,  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Govern- 
ment: Provided,  That  if  the  whole  amount  of  the 
balances  fo  to  be  ascertained  shall  exceed  one  million 
of  dollars,  they  shall  be  respectively  and  rateably  re- 
duced, so  that  the  aggregate  of  the  certificates  to  be 
issued  shall  not  be  more  than  the  said  sum  of  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and 
after  the  date  of  the  said  certificate,  each  and  every 
officer  to  whom  it  is  issued  shall  be  placed  on  the  half 
pay  pension  list  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  the  half  pay  in  half  yearly  pay- 
ments, for  and  during  the  term  of  his  natural  life  : 
Provided,  That  if  the  aggregate  of  the  said  half  pay 
shall  exceed  forty-five  thousand  dollars  per  annum, 
the  same  shall  be  reduced,  by  a  rateable  deduction,  so 
as  not  to  amount  to  more  than  that  sum. 

The  bill  having  been  read  through — 

Mr.  Sergeant  delivered  his  sentiments  in  favor 


judicial  tribunal  of  a  State,  and  indemnify  those    of  the  bill,  and  enforced  them  with  elwiuence  and 
against  whom  a  verdict  had  been  awarded,  after  '  argument 


facts  before 


Mr.  Rhea  delivered  a  speech  of  considerable 
length  against  the  bill ;  when, 

A  motion  to  that  effect  having  been  made,  the 
question  was  taken  on  striking  out  the  first  section 
of  the  bill  and  decided   in   the  affirmative  by  a 


full   investigation,  and  with  all  the 
them,  by  a  jury  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Cocke  opposed  the  postponement  of  the  bill, 
for  reasons  which  he  assigned  at  large.  From  the 
situation  of  the  country  at  the  time  of  the  arrest 

of  General  Adair,  it  was  necessary  that  formality  majority  of  about  twenty  votes, 
should  be  dispensed  with,  prompt  action  being  ne-  :  This  decision  (vitally  affecting  the  bill)  was 
cessary.  General  Wilkinson,  he  said,  was  on  that  reported  to  the  House;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
occasion  placed  in  this  situation  :  if  he  obeyed  the  Nel.son,  of  Virginia,  the  report  of  the  Committee 
orders  he  had  received  from  the  Executive,  a  prose-  of  the  Whole  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  in 
cution  hung  over  him, and  judgment  would  follow.  ,  order  that  it  might  Ix'  finally  acted  on,  in  full 
If  he  did  not  obey  them,  he  was   to   be  arrested.    House ;  and  the  House  adjourned. 

punished,   and  disgraced.      Under   these  circum-  

stances,  he  thought  the  Government  ought  to  in- 
demnify GcneralWilkinson,  &c.  Friday,  April  14. 

Mr.  Walker  snoke  at  some  length,  and  decided  Mr.  \EWTO.N,from  the  Committee  of  Commerce, 
in  favor  of  the  bill;  and  Mr.  Neale  also  spoke  at  to  which  was  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
large  in  support  of  it.  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled 

Mr.  CuLBRETH  assigned  the  reasons  why  he  I 'An  act  concerning  navigation,"  reported  the  same 
should  vote  for  the  postponement  of  the  bill;  not  j  without  amendment;  and  the  bill  was  committed 
that  he  was  opposed  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  com- 
but  because  he  had  never  heard  that  the  collection  mitted  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
of  the  iudgment  was  proposed  to  be  enforced  on  j  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a  light-house  on  one 
General  Wilkinson  ;  and  the  passage  of  the  bill,  I  of  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  near  Portsmouth,  in  New 


therefore,  appeared  to  him  to  be  unnecessary. 

The  question  had  been  for  some  lime  loudly 
called  for,  and  was  at  length  taken,  on  the  proposed 
postponement,  and  decided  in  the  negative — ^6  to 
58.    The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 


a  third  reading. 


SURVIVING  REVOLUTIONARY  OFFICERS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  following  bill : 

Be  it  enacted,  JfC,  That  the  accounting  officers  of 


Hampshire. 

Mr.  Ale.xander  Smyth,  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  to  which  was  committed  their 
report  on  the  memorial  of  Nathaniel  Hall  Loring, 
Thomas  Ragland,  Charles  Rutledge  Holmes, 
Charles  R.  Vining,  and  Wilson  M.  C.  Fairfax, 
late  cadets  at  the  Military  Academy  at  West 
Point,  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report ; 
when. 


1837 
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1838 


Aprii-,  1820. 


Wat/8  and  Means. 


Mr.  Cocke  moved  a  substitute  for  the  report 
more  favorable  to  the  cadets  than  the  original  re- 
port, and  less  so  to  the  officers  having  charge  of 
the  academy. 

Mr.  Foot  moved  to  lay  the  report  and  amend- 
ment on  the  table — negatived. 

And  they  were  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  copies  of 
all  contracts  made  and  entered  into  by  the  Com- 
missary General  of  Purchases,  for  supplying  the 
Army  with  provisions,  d;c.,  rendered  in  pursuance 
of  a  resolution  of  this  House ;  which  letter  and 
its  accompanying  document*;  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Postmaster  General,  transmitting  a 
list  of  unproductive  post  routes,  for  the  year  1819; 
which  letter  and  list  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

I  Mr.  Robertson  submitted  to  the  House  the 
articles  of  compact,  made  and  entered  into  be- 
tween the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  in 
relation  to  the  boundary  line  between  the  said 
States  ;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  district  court  in  the  State 
of  Alabama  was  taken  up,  amended  so  as  to  re- 
duce the  salary  of  the  Judge  from  two  hundred  to 
oOe  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 
I  The  following  bills  from  the  Senate  : — 
A  bill  to  amend  and  prolong  the  charter  of  the 
City  of  \Vashington  f  a  bill  concerning  the  Or- 
phans' Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  ;  a  bill 
to  authorize  the  survey  of  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween the  Stat-bof  Indiana  and  Illinois ;  a  bill  to, 
establish  the  colUction  district  of  Pearl  river,  (Mis- 
sissippi;)  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Pro- 
vost; a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Milne; 
were  severally  twice  read,  and  referred  to  various 
committees. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  General 
James  Wilkinson  (appropriating  ^3,000  to  indem- 
nify him  from  a  certain  judgmerit  obtained  against 
him  by  General  John  Adair)  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed  by  a  vote  of  70  to  54.  and  was  sent  to 
the  Senate  fi>r  concurrence. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  per- 
sons holdinj^  certain  unlocated  claims  to  land  in 
the  State  of  Illinois;  the  object  of  which  was  ex- 
plained by  Mr.  Campbell,  and  the  bill  was  re- 
ported to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  so  much 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  ses- 
sion, as  relates  to  the  subject  of  Revenue,  made  a 
detailed  report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
borrow  two  millions  of  dollars,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;  which  bill  was  committed,  with  the  said 


H.  OF  R. 

report,  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.     The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  haa 
been  referred  so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as 
relates  to  the  revenue  of  the  United  States,  respect- 
fully submit  the  following  report : 
The  total  net  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  durins  the 
year  1819,  were    -  .         .$24,812,419  09 

1  he  payments  from  the  Treasury,  du- 
ring that  year,  amounted  to    -'        -    24,044,568  77 

Leaving  a    balance   of  income,   after 

paying  all  expenses,  of  -         -         .       $767,850  32 

State  0/  the  Treasury,  Public  Revenue,  and  Appro- 
pnattona  made  for  the  service  of  the  year  1820. 

1st. STATE  OF  THE  TREASCHI. 

The  amount  of  money  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  lit 
day  of  January,  including  the  second  instalment 
from   the   bank  of  500,000  dollars,  paid  that  day 

p''"    u'u    ,'  r„*         "         •         -    $2,542,293  27 
from  which  the  following  deductions 

must  be  made,  to  wit : 
Ist.  Special  deposites  of 

notes  of  banks  which 

will  not  be  available 

during    the     present 

year,    but     most     of  "^ 

which,  it  is  believed, 

will  ultimately  be  paid  $610,376  59 
2d.  Amounts  remaining 

to  be  paid  of  the  Lou- 
isiana   stock,    which 

was  payable  in   1818 

and  18 19,  and  not  yet 

demanded         -         .   1,646,117  42 
3d.  Other  claims  on  the 

year    1819,    and    not 

then    paid,  exclusive 

of  the  balance  due  the 

Commissioners  of  the 

Sinking  Fund  -         -       40,133  91 

Total  2,296,627  92 

Leaving  available  funds  in  the  Treas- 
ury, on  the  1st  of  January,  the 
«"™  of $245,665  36 

2d PUBLIC   HKVEXLE  FOR    1820. 

Customs,  (as  estimated 

$19,000,000 
2,000,000 


at  the  Treasury.) 
Public  lands,   same 
Arrears  of  internal  du- 
ties and  direct  taxes 
Instalment  due   by  the 
United  States  Bank  - 
Incidental  receipts 
Dividend  from  the  Uni- 
ted States  Bank  will 
probably  be  6  percent, 
certainly  4  per  cent. 


450,000 

500,000 
.50,000 


280,000 


22,280,000  00 


Aggregate  amount  of  means  availa- 
ble for  the  service  of  the  year  1820     22,525,605  36 

3d. AMOCXT     OF     THE     BKVESIL    AP- 

PBOFRIATIOKS  MADE  FOR    1820. 

1st.   Permanent  appropriations — 
For  the  Sinking  Fund    $10,000,000 


1839 
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1840 


1841 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1842 
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April,  18^. 


BroQght  over     - 
Gradual  increase  of  the 

Navy        ... 
Arming  the  militia 
Annuities    to    Jndians 

under  treaties  - 
Trading-houses  with  the 

Indians    - 
Civilization  of  Indians 


$10,(K)0,000 

1,000,000 
200,000 

149,725 

19,250 
10,000 


1 

$11,378,975 

2d.    Temporary   expendi 

lures   agree- 

ably  to  appropriation! 

j,  to  wit  : 

For  the   service   of  the 

Navy 

$2,538,940 

For  the  Military  Estab- 

lishment -         -         - 

8,119,580 

Civil  and  Diplomatic   - 

2,306,444 

Public  buildings  - 

222,916 

Private  claims,  estima- 

ted at      - 

50,000 

For  payment  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  Mississip- 
pi stock,  to  be  paid  by 
order  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  on  the  15th 
of  May  next    - 

^earages  for  the  De- 
partment of  the  Navy, 
agreeably  to  the  act 
passed  December  last, 
amount  drawn  subse- 
quent to  1st  January 


13,237,880 


1,239,259  30 


443,050  00 
1,682,309  30 


Total  amount  of  expen- 
ditures authorized  by 
law  for  1820     -         -26,299,164  30 


Leaving  a  deficiency  of  means  for  the 
year  1820,  of        -        -        - 


-    $3,773,498  95 


And  of  the  Sinking   Fund  for  the 
year  1820  : 

Annual  appropriation  -    $10,000,000 

Payable  by  the  Treasu- 
ry thereout : 

Residue  of  the  Louisi- 
ana stock  redeemable 
this  year  -         -         -  2,216,462  77 

Six  per  cent,  stock        -  80,000 

Reimbursement   of  the 

deferred  stock  -         -      503,196  94 

Interest  of  the  funded 
debt,  payable  this  year        4,911,843 

I  7,711,502  71 


Leaving  a  balance  which  may  be  ap- 
plied to  satisfy  part  of  the  deficit,  of 

Leaving  an  actual  deficit  of  funds  to 
meet  the  expenditures  authorized 
by  law,  for  1820,  of       -        -        - 


2,288,497  29 


$1,485,001  66 


The  committee  further  submit  "An  estimate  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year  1821,  founded 
on  information  received  from  the  several  Depart- 
ments :" 

1st.  Receipts. 


Customs 

$16,000,000 

Land  -         -         -         - 

3,000,000 

Arrears    of    direct    tax 

and  internal  duties    - 

250,000 

Incidental  receipts 

50,000 

Dividend  from  the  Uni- 

ted States  Bank,  six 

per  cent.  - 

420,000 

ft  10  7"n  nnn  nn 

2d.  Expenditures. 

Permanent,  t(Xwit  : 

Reimbursement   of  de- 

ferred stock 

J534,033  08 

Interest  on  the  funded 

debt 

4,773,737  68 

Gradual  increase  of  the 

Navy        .         .         - 

1,000,000  00 

Arming  the  militia 

200,000  00 

Annuity  to  Indians 

149,725  00 

Trading-houses  with  In- 

dians       .         .         - 

19,250  00 

Civilization  of  Indians 

10,000  00 

6,686,745  70 

Temporary,  agreeably 
to  the  amount  of  the 
several  appropriation 
bills  for  1821    -         -  13,237,880  00 

To  which  must  be  ad- 
ded the  amount  of 
unexpended  balances 
in  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer,  and  which 
was  applied  to  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  vear 
1820  -         -  '      -      3.58,154  00 


From  which  appropria- 

tions for   1 820,  there 

may  be  deducted   the 

following  item8,which 

will  not   be  required 

for  1821,  and  theparti> 

of  items,   which    arc 

either     unnecessary, 

or  may,  without  in- 

jury   to    the    public 

service,  be  spared, to 

wit : 

For  completing  several 

arsenals 

$60,650 

Arrearages  prior  to  1818, 

for  Military  Academy 

21,428 

Arrearages  - 

200,000 

Half-pay    pensions     to 

widows  and  orphans 

(part)        -         - 

75,000 

Revolutionary  pensions 

650,000 

Balances    due     certain 

States       - 

250,000 

Taking  the  census 

240,000 

Cumberland  road 

141,000 

Holding  of  Indian  trea- 

ties -        -        -        - 

70,000 

$20,282,779  76 


April,  1830. 
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Claims  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  late  prov- 
ince of  West  Florida 

Payments  for  outstand- 
ing debentures  for 
internal  duties- 

Balance  due  M.  Poirey 
and  M.  de  Viennc    - 

Fortifications 


Deduct  therefrom  for 
expenditures  that  may 
be  required  for  the 
service  of  the  year 
1821,  and  which  can- 
not be  foreseen 


Leaving  an  amount 
charged  in  the  year 
1820,  and  which,  it 
is  believed,  will  not  be 
required  for  the  year 
1821 


$24,231 


20,000 

4,481 
100,000 

$1,856,790 


256,790 


-  1,600,000  00 


Estimate  of  expenditure 

for  the  year  1821       -  18,682,779  76 

Estimated  excess  of  re- 
ceipts over  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  vear 
1821         -         -  '     -    1,037,220  24 


$19,720,000  00 


The  committee  also  submit :  That  no  part  of  the 
principal  of  the  funded  debt  becomes  payable  until 
the  year  1825,  except  the  annual  reimbursement  of 
the  deferred  stock  ;  and  they  present  the  following 
view  of  the  sums  annually  reimbursable  on  the  pub- 
lic funded  debt,  for  the  years  1825,  1826,  1827,  and 
1828,  to  wit  : 

Year  1825, six  percent. 

stock,  per  act  of  14th 

March,  1812  -  -$6,187,006  44 
Do.  do.  6th  July  -  2,668,974  99 
Do.      Treasury    notes, 

funded  per  act  24th 

February,  1815         -    1,419,125  61 


10,275,107  44 
Seven  per  cent.  do.  do.   8,595,298  27 

1826,  six  per  cent,  stock, 
per  act  of  8lh  Febru- 
ary. 1813         -         -15,521,136  45 

Do.    do.  August  2,  do.    6,836,232  39 


1827,  six  per  cent,  stock, 
per  act  of  24th  March, 
1814 

1828,  do.  do.  Mar.  3, '15 


$18,870,405  71 


22,357,368  84 


13,011,437  63 
9,490,099  10 


The  committee  further  state  that,  from  the  1st  of 
January,  1801,  to  the  Ist  of  January,  1808,  inclu- 
sive, there  was  redeemed  of  the  principal  of  the 
public  debt,  the  sum  of-        -         -  $32,257,841   10 

And  between  the  1st  of 
January,  1817,  and  the 
Ist  Jan., '20,  the  sum  of  •        -$32,085,750  17 


^ 


An  act  passed  on  the  3d  March,  1817,  "to  provide 
for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt."  That  act  vests 
in  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  the  sum  of 
ten  millions  of  dollars,  to  bo  applied  yearly  by  them  to 
the  payment  of  the  interest  and  charges,  and  to  the 
reimbursement  or  purchase  of  the  public  debt ;  and 
provides  that  the  said  annual  appropriation  shall  be 
paid  from  the  proceeds  of  the  duties  on  merchandise 
the  tonnage  of  vessels,  internal  duties,  and  sales  of 
Western  lands.  Although  that  act  is  not  considered  as 
a  pledge  of  those  funds,  yet  it  is  understood  at  the 
Treasury  that  the  appropriation  for  the  Sinking  Fund 
has  a  preference  over  every  other,  and  must  (if  re- 
quired by  the  Commissioners)  be  first  paid.  The  docu- 
ments before  the  House  show  that  there  is  no  part  of 
the  principal  of  the  public  debt  payable  during  the 
years  1821,  1822,  1823,  1824,  except  the  reimburse- 
ment  of  the  deferred  stock. 

The  Sinking  Fund  can  operate,  of  course,  during 
those  years  only  in  manner  following,  (unless  the 
United  States  stock  should  Ite  purchased  at  par,)  to 
wit  : 

1821,  interest  and  reimbursiement  pay- 
able this  year         .... 

1822,  do.             do.  do.    - 

1823,  do.             do.  do.    - 

1824,  do.             do.  do.    - 
And  for  the  present  year  of  1820,  as 

already  stated        .         .         .         . 


$5,307,770  76 
5,307,770  76 
6,307,770  76 
5,023,126  24 

7,711,502  71 


Total  of  actual  demand  on  the  fund  -  $28,657,941  23 
Leaving  the  sum  of  $21,342,058  77  for  those  years 
which  cannot  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  princi- 
pal of  the  debt  in  any  other  way  than  by  purchase. 
No  purchase  can  be  made,  agreeably  to  the  act,  unless 
the  same  can  be  effected  at  or  under  par.  The  present 
market  value  of  the  United  States  six  per  cent,  stock 
is  known  to  be  three  and  a  half  to  four  and  a  half  per 
cent,  above  par,  and  it  is  believed  will  continue  abo\'e 
par  during  the  years  1821  and  1822,  and  perhaps 
longer.  Under  those  circumstances  it  is  submitted, 
whether  it  is  not  more  for  the  interest  of  the  Uoited 
States  to  authorize  the  Treasury  to  transfer  to  the 
surplus  fond  the  balance  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  which 
may  remain  unexpended  on  the  3l8t  December,  1820, 
than  that  the  same  should  remain  in  the  Treasury  un- 
employed. 

The  unexpended  balances  of  the  Sinking  F'und  are 
transferable  (under  the  existing  laws;  to  the  surplus 
fund,  two  years  after  the  calendar  year  for  which  the 
appropriations  have  been  made,  in  like  manner  as  all 
unexpended  balances  for  other  objects  of  expenditure 
are  transferable. 

The  preceding  statement  shows,  that  the  expendi- 
tures authorized  by  law,  for  the  year  1820,  will  exceed 
the  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  of  that  year,  the  sum 
of  $3,773,498  95;  that  sum  may  be  reduced  to 
$1,485,001  66,  by  the  application  of  the  balance  of 
$2,288,497  29,  which  will,  agreeably  to  tlie  preceding 
view,  remain  unexpended  of  the  Sinking  Fund  on  the 
Ist  January,  1821.  In  recommending  the  application 
of  the  surplus  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  the  current  ex- 
penses of  the  present  year,  your  committee  deprecate 
a  recurrence  to  a  like  resort  in  future  years,  if  the 
same  can  with  any  propriety  be  avoided ;  and  it  is 
hoped  that  such  retrenchments  will  be  made  in  the 
public  expenditures  as  may  render  a  recurrence  to  that 
iund  unnecessary. 

A  resort  to  Treasury  notes,  to  meet  the  deficit,  ap> 
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peared  to  your  committee  inexpedient.  Such  notes 
could  not,  in  their  opinion,  become  a  medium,  unless 
the  banks  should  be  authorized  to  tender  them  in  pay- 
ment for  any  demands  made  on  those  institutions ; 
without  such  authority,  Treasury  notes  would  be  sold 
and  bought  in  the  market,  for  the  purpose  of  paying 
the  public  dues ;  and,  when  paid  into  the  bank,  could 
be  considered  by  the  bank  only  as  a  special  dcposite  of 
the  Treasury,  on  which  it  would  not  be  bound  to  pay 
either  its  own  notes  or  specie. 

It  appearing  to  your  committee  inexpedient  to  resort 
to  Treasury  notes,  and  it  being  impracticable  (if  no  ob- 
jections existed  against  the  adoption  of  such  a  course) 
to  carry  into  effect  a  system  of  internal  duties  in  time 
to  meet  the  deficit  of  the  present  year,  your  committee 
had  only  to  choose  between  a  loan  of  a  temporary 
character  or  one  of  longer  duration.  They  have  pre- 
ferred the  latter,  because  it  carries  the  time  beyond 
that  in  which  other  debts  arc  payable,  and  l)ecause  it 
is  believed  that  the  loan  will  thereby  be  obtained  on 
decidedly  better  terms  than  on  one  of  a  shorter  dura- 
tion. By  authorizing  the  subscription  of  the  Missis- 
sippi stock,  of  which  two-thirds  must  otherwise  be  re- 
deemed during  the  currentyear.it  is  inferred  that  little 
new  debt  will  be  created.  Conformably  with  those 
views,  the  committee  respectfully  submit  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize a  loan  of  -$2,000,000. 

The  committee  have  deemed  it  useful  to  present  a 
▼iew  of  the  probable  receipts  for  the  year  1821,  and  of 
the  expenditures  which,  under  the  existing  laws,  are 
indispensably  chargeable  thereon.  They  have  founded 
their  statement  of  expenses  on  the  appropriations  actu- 
ally made  for  1820;  and  have  shown  that  therefrom  a 
■variety  of  items,  amounting  to  $1,856,790,  (which  will 
not  be  required  for  1821,)  may  be  deducted;  at  the 
■amc  time,  they  are  ready  to  admit  that  new  and  un- 
foreseen demands  may  arise,  which  may  show  that  too 
much  re  liance  ought  not  to  be  placed  upon  an  expec- 
tation of  an  expenditure  less  than  that  of  the  current 
year.  The  view  for  1821  is  founded  on  the  indispen- 
sable expenses,  and  does  not  include  the  amount  of 
principal,  which  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  are  bound  to  purchase,  if  the  same  can  be  bought 
at  or  under  par.  Taking  that  view,  the  estimates  of 
receipts  and  expenditures  will  be  shown  by  the  follow- 
ing statement,  to  wit. - 

Permanent  expenditures  ...  .$11,378,975 
Temporary 13,596,034 


From  which  deduct  items  not   required 
(as  specified)  for  1821 


24,975,009 
1,600,000 


23,375,009 
Estimated  amount  of  receipts  for  1821, 
per  statement  .-.---        19,720,000 


Leaving  a  deficit,  in  1821,  of 


$.3,655,009 


Your  committee  having  assigned  the  reasons  which 
have  led  them  to  recommend  the  bill  herewith  re- 
ported, beg  leave  respectfully  to  present  their  views 
of  the  necessity  which  exists  for  retrenchment  and 
economy  in  the  public  expenditures.  They  approach 
this  subject  with  feelings  which  the  House  can  duly 
appreciate.  A  tiovernment,  like  individuals,  will  gen- 
erally increase  its  expenditure  in  proportion  to  its  in- 
crease of  means.  The  revenue,  after  peace,  had  swol- 
len to  an  amount  surpassing  all  former  experience ; 
and  passing  from  a  state  of  war,  during  which  expen- 


sive establishments  were  indispensably  necessary  it 
was  not  to  have  been  expected  that  we  could  have  im- 
mediately made  such  reductions  as  a  state  of  profound 
peace  would  render  prudent  and  proper.  The  war 
pointed  our  attention  to  the  weak  points  of  the  nation  ; 
and  the  appropriations  of  former  years  have  been  in- 
creased by  objects  of  great  national  imporUnce,  which 
have  added  to  our  security,  and  by  an  act  of  benevo- 
lence towards  the  survivors  of  the  army  of  the  Rev- 
olution. 

Large  outstanding  claims,  resulting  from  the  war, 
to  an  amount  exceeding  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  have 
been  discharged  ;  and  the  sum  of  $32,086,750  of  the 
public  debt  has  been  redeemed  since  the  first  day  of 
January.  1817.  Establishments  have  been  created 
under  the  sanction  of  law,  which  to  maintain  and  ad- 
vance, will  make  it  necessary,  either  to  resort  to  an- 
nual and  successive  loans,  or  to  a  system  of  internal 
revenue.  As  to  the  first  of  those  alternatives,  it  can- 
not be  necessary  to  urge  any  observations;  their  na- 
tural tendency  to  involve  the  nation  in  debt  is  obvious  ; 
and  they  will  be  avoided  when  they  are  not  indispen- 
sably necessary.  We  are  warned  against  the  effects 
of  a  large  and  accumulating  debt,  by  the  experience 
of  other  nations.  A  nation  laboring  under  the  pressure 
of  a  large  debt,  no  more  than  an  individual,  can  be 
considered  independent.  Money  is  power;  and  that 
nation  will  become  powerless  who  shall  mortgage  its 
resources,  without  the  prospect  of  relieving  them  by 
discharging  its  engagements. 

Reasons,  powerful  and  cogent,  exist  against  a  resort 
to  internal  duties  and  direct  taxes,  to  supply  a  defici- 
ency occurring  during  a  state  of  profound  tranquillity, 
and  ought  to  be  avoided  if  the  necessity  be  not  evi- 
dent and  pressing,  and  such  has  heretofore  been  the 
policy  of  the  nation.  We  have  been  accustomed  to  a 
system  of  taxation  which,  in  its  operation,  has  been 
paid  without  being  perceptibly  felt,  and  will  reluc- 
tantly resort  to  one  of  a  diU'crcnt  character  in  times  of 
profound  peace. 

From  the  extraordinary  depression  of  commerce 
within  the  last  three  years,  the  stagnation  of  our  navi- 
gation, the  depreciation  in  the  value  of  our  exports, 
the  corresponding  depreciation  in  the  value  of  property 
of  every  description,  and  the  serious  embarra8.<<ments 
under  which  every  branch  of  industry  now  labors, 
economy  and  retrenchment  in  expenditures  of  every 
citizen  arc  imperiously  required.  The  finances  of  the 
nation  being  seriously  affected  by  those  causes,  there 
would  seem  to  arise  a  correspondent  obligation  on  the 
Ciovernraent  to  retrench  its  expenditures  and  econo- 
mise its  means.  In  the  infancy  of  our  institutions  our 
expenses  were,  in  the  general,  limited  by  our  receipts. 
We  have  been  satisfied  to  advance  gradually  in  fur- 
thering the  system  of  national  security  and  independ- 
ence. Our  pace  has  been  greatly  quickened  towards 
the  accomplishment  of  those  objects  since  the  restora- 
tion of  peace  by  the  great  accession  of  our  revenue. 
From  that  period  our  revenue  has  been  in  what  may 
be  considered  a  forced  state.  We  are  now  getting 
back  to  a  condition  more  congenial  with  our  popula- 
tion and  national  wealth. 

The  committee  believe  that  wisdom  requires  us  to 
recur  also  to  the  policy  which  has  heretofore  governed 
us.  Our  nation  in  still  in  its  infancy  ;  its  resources  are 
daily  increasing.  If,  then,  we  should  keep  pace  in  the 
building  up  of  our  national  establishments  with  the 
revenue  of  the  country,  we  shall  have  consummated 
all  our  wishes  without  oppression  to  the  citizen. 
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Tkere/ort,  resolved,  Tfcattbe  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted  States  be  requested  to  cause  such  a  plan  to  be  pre- 
pared as  will  enable  Congress,  at  its  next  session,  to 
make  such  reductions  in  the  various  branches  of  pub- 
lic expenditure,  as  may  be  required  by  the  state  of  the 
finances  and  the  public  good. 

j  REVOLUTIONARY  OFFICERS. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  surviving  officers  of 
the  Revolution  ;  and,  the  question  heias  stated 
and  taken,  to  concur  in  the  amendment  of  the 
Coinmittee  of  the  Whole,  to  strike  out  the  first 
section,  which  section  is  as  follows: 

j  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Con- 
grts*  assembled.  That  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  Department  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  di- 
rected and  required  to  adjust  and  settle  the  claim  of 
each  and  every  surviving  officer  of  the  Army  of  the 
Revolution,  who,  by  the  several  resolves  of  Congress, 
made  on  or  before  the  21st  of  October,  1780,  was  en- 
titled to  half  pay  for  life,  and  who  shall  apply  for  such 
■ettlement  within  twelve  months  from  the  date  of  this 
act,  by  deducting  from  the  arrearages  of  such  half 
pay,  computed  from  the  reduction  of  the  Army,  five 
years'  full  pay  ;  and  the  balance  of  such  arrearages 
being  thus  ascertained,  a  certificate  shall  issue  for 
tile  same,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent. 
per  annum,  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Gov- 
ernment: Provided,  That,  if  the  whole  amount  of 
the  balances  so  to  be  ascertained  shall  exceed  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars,  they  shall  be  respectively  and  rateably 
reduced,  so  that  the  aggregate  of  the  certificates  to  be 
iasued  shall  not  be  more  than  the  said  sum  of  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars. 

Whereupon  a  debate  of  considerable  interest 
arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Livermore,  Nelson  of 
Virginia,  Gro.ss  of  New  York,  Hempfmll,  Cush- 
MAN,  Meigs,  and  Warfield,  advocated  the  bill, 
and  Messrs.  Hardin  and  Southard  opposed  it. 

The  question  on  concurring  in  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  was  then  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Abbot.  Adams,  Alexander,  Ander- 
•on.  Archer  of  Maryland,  Baker,  Barbour,  Bateman, 
Beecher  Brown,  BufTum,  Burwell,  Butler  of  New 
Hampshire,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts, 
Darlington,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Eddy,  Edwards  of 
Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Fay,  Fisher, 
Folger,  Foot,  Garnett,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hall  of 
New  York,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hall  of  xNorth  Carolina, 
Hardin,  Hazard,  Herrick,  Hibshman,  Holmes,  Hooks, 
Hosteller,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee, 
Kinsley.  Linn,  Lowndes,  Maclay,  McCoy,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Mallary,  .Marchand,  Meech,  Metcalf,  R. 
Moore,  Morton,  .Murray,  Parker  of  Massachusetts, 
Parker  of  Virginia,  Phelps,  PhUson,  Pindall,  Pitcher, 
Plumer,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Russ, 
Sampson,  Sawyer,  Settle,  Shaw,  Simkins,  Slocumb, 
B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Southard,  Stevens,  Strong  of  Vermont, 
Tarr,  Terrell,  Tompkins,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virgi- 
nia, Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker,  Wal- 
lace, Wendover,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of 
North  Carolina,  and  Wood — 94. 

Nats— Messrs.  Allen  of  Massachusetts,   Allen  of 


New  York.  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer  of  Virginia, 
Baldwin,  Ball,  Bayly,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brush, 
Bryan.  Burton,  Butler  of  Louisiana.  Case,  Clark, 
Cook,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Culbreth.  Culpeper,  Cush- 
man,  Cuthbert,  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Earle,  Ervin, 
Floyd,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Gross  of  New  York,' 
Hackley,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Heister,  Hill,  Kendall, 
Kent,  Kinsey,  Little,  Livermore,  Lyman,  McCreary, 
Mason,  Meigs,  Mercer,  S.  Moore,  Monell,  Moseley, 
Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
Newton,  Pinckney,  Ringgold,  RoberUon,  Rogers,  Ross, 
Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York, 
Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Van  Rensselaer,  and  Warfield— 70. 
So  the  first  section  was  stricken  out,  and  the 
bill  of  course  rejected. 

DUTIES  OX  IMPORTS. 

Mr.  Livermore  then  moved  to  discharge  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  which  proposes  to  change  the 
tariflof  duties  on  goods  imported,  with  a  view  to 
move  its  indefinite  postponement.  He  proceeded 
to  assign  the  reasons  for  his  motion.  This  bill, 
he  said,  had  for  its  object  essentially  to  change 
our  revenue  system,  and  to  change  it,  in  his  opin- 
ion, for  the  worse.  The  time,  too.  for  making  this 
experiment  was,  he  said,  of  all  times  the  most  un- 
fortunate, at  a  moment  when  it  is  known  that  the 
Treasury  is  drained  to  the  very  dregs. 

Mr.  Speaker  here  arrested  Mr.  Livermore's 
speech,  by  declaring  that  debate  on  the  merits  of 
the  bill  was  not  in  order  on  this  motion,  according 
to  the  rules  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Barbour,  with  a  view  to  bring  the  question 
into  a  shape  susceptible  of  debate,  moved  to  amend 
Mr.  Livermore's  motion,  so  as  to  add  to  it  a  pro- 
vision to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely. 

This  motion,  and  debate  on  it,  were  also  pro- 
nounced irregular,  for  reasons  which  Mr.  Speaker 
assigned. 

After  some  observations  on  the  point  of  order, 
from  Messrs.  Barbour,  Livermore,  and  Lowndes, 

The  question  on  Mr.  Liver.more's  motion  was 
taken  without  debate,  on  the  merits  of  bill,  and 
decided  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennes- 
see, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer   of  Virgi- 
nia, Ball,   Barbour,    Bayly,   Bryan,  Buffum,   Burton, 
Burwell,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Louis- 
iana. Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Crow- 
ell, Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davidson,  Earle,  Edwards  of 
North  Carolina,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Garnett,  Hall  of  North 
Carolina,  Hardin,    Holmes,    Hooks,   Jones  of  Virgi- 
nia, Kent,    Livermore,  Lowndes.  McCoy,    McCreary, 
Meech.   Neale,    Nelson   of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of 
Virginia,  Overstreet,    Parker  of  Virginia,    Pinckney, 
Pindall,    Rankin,    Reed,   Rhea,   Richards,    Ringgold, 
Robertson,   Settle,    Silsbee,  Simpkins,    Slocumb,    B. 
Smith  of  V^irginia,  A.   Smyth  of  Virginia,   Smith  of 
North    Carohna,    Strong   of   Vermont,    Swearingen, 
Terrell,  Tucker  of  Virginia,   Tucker  of  South  Caro- 
hna, Tyler,   Walker,   Warfield,  Whitman,   WilHams 
of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina — 71. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Bateman, 
Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brown,  Brush,  Camp- 
bell, Case,  Clark,  Cook,  Culbreth,  Cushman,  Darling- 
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ton,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Eddy. 
Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Folger.  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest, 
Fuller,  Gross  of  N.  York  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hack- 
ley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Delaware.  Hazard, 
Hemphill,  Hendricks.  Herrick,  Hibshman,  Heister, 
Hill,  Hostetter,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kendall,  Kinsey, 
Kinsley,  Little,  Linn,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McLane  of 
Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Marchand, 
Mason,  MeigH,  Metcalf,  K.  Moore,  8.  Moore.  Monell, 
Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Newton,  Parker  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Patterson.  Phelps,  Philson.  Pitcher,  Plumer, 
Rich,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Rosa.  Russ.  Sampson,  Saw- 
yer, Sergeant,  Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard.  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street, 
Strong  of  New  York.  Tarr.  Tomlinson,  Tompkins, 
Tracy,  Trimble.  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover, 
and  Wood— 96. 

So  the  House  refused  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  from  the  consideration  of  the 
said  bill.     Whereupon, 

Mr.  Storr.^  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  moved  that  it  be  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  ; 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  provide,  by  law 
for  the  establishment  of  a  system  of  internal  revenue.') 

This  resolve  was  referred,  as  moved,  without 
debate. 

MILITARY  LAND  WARRANTS. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  providing  for 
cases  of  lost  military  land  warrants,  passed  through 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Hill  in  the  chair. 

[The  bill  is  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  law 
to  Canadian  volunteer  land  warrants.! 

Whilst  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  a  motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  Campbell  to  amend  the  bill  so 
as  to  embrace  in  its  provisions  the  assignees  of 
military  land  warrants  as  well  as  the  original 
holders ;  but  this  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Mc- 
Lean, of  Kentucky,  and  Mr.  Nel.^on,  ot  Virginia, 
on  the  ground  of  its  opening  a  door  to  evasion  of 
the  law  for  the  benefit  of  the  Canadian  volunteers, 
and  was  negatived. 

The  bill  next  in  order  was  the  bill  to  estabUsh 
an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy.  Mr.  Sergeant 
moved  that  the  House  do  now  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  that  bill.  This  mo- 
tion was  negatived.  56  to  47  ;  and  the  House  being 
thin,  and  the  hour  late,  the  House  adjourned. 


Saturday,  April  15. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bhvax,  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
making  provision  for  the  civilization  of  the  Indian 
tribes  adjoining  the  frontier  settlements,"  passed 
the  3d  day  of  March,  1819. 

Mr.  Alexander  Smyth  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 

\Re*ohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
prepare  a  statement  of  the  whole  number  of  militia  in 
service  during  the  late  war  against  Great  Britain, 
showing  the  periods  of  their  service,  their  pay,  and 
jrom  what  States  and  Territories  drawn,  to  be  laid 
before  this  House  at  the  next  session  of  Congress. 


Mr.  Cocke  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table ; 
I  which  being  rejected,  the  resolution  was  then 
!  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pi.\ckney,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  were  directed  to  report  on  the 
expediency  of  so  far  altering  and  amending  the 
Judiciary  system  as  to  enable  defendants,  in  all 
suits  originally  brouo[ht  in  the  district  courts  of 
the  United  States,  to  have  the  same  right  of  appeal 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  as  they 
would  have  been  entitled  to  had  the  suits  against 
them  been  originally  instituted  in  the  circuit  courts 
thereof 

Mr.  Meigs  moved  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  resolution  submitted   by  him 
j  on  the  5th  of  February  last,  in  relation   to  the 
I  abolition  of  slavery  within   the  United    States. 
The  motion  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
I  that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
i  titles,  to  wit :  1.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Rod- 
i  riguez ;  2.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Pierre  Denis  de 
;  la  Ronde;  3.    An  act  to  establish  the  district  of 
Blakelcy  ;  4.  An  act  to  establish  additional  land 
offices  in  the  State  of  Alabama  ;  and  5.    An  act 
relative  to  the  Arkansas  Territory  ;  in  which  bills 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  bills  were  severally  read  twice,  and 
the  first  and  second  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  the  third  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce, the  fourth  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  and  the  fifth  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  on  Monday  next. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
establish  a  district  court  in  the  State  of  Alabama," 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended. 
Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  holding  confirmed 
unlocated  claims  for  lands  in  the  State  of  Illinois ; 
and  An  act  supplementary  to  "'An  act  provid- 
ing for  cases  ol  lost  military  land  warrants,  and 
discharges  for  faithful  services;"  were  severally 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  took  up.  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  resolution  giving  the  consent  of  Congress  to  a 
compact  concluded  between  the  States  of  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee,  for  the  settlement  of  their 
boundary  line  ;  whereupon,  it  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  engrossed  bill,  entitled  -'An  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  legal  representative's  of  Henry  Willis,  de- 
ceased." And  the  question  recurred.  Shall  this 
bill  pass  ?  And  being  taken,  it  passed  in  the  af- 
firmative. 


Mr. 
lution 


Lowndeh   submitted   the  following  reso- 


Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  be 
instructed  to  report  to  this  House  such  evidence  or 
estimates  as  it  may  be  in  their  power  to  present,  show- 
ing the  several  rates  of  wages  given,  and  expense  o( 
all  kinds  incurred  in  the  different  branches  of  mano- 
facture  which,  in  their  opinion,  require  additional  en- 
couragement, with  the  prices  of  their  product,  to  as  to 
exhibit  the  profit  which,  at  the  present  prices  of  sub- 
sistence, materials,  and  labor,  and   the  present  value 
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of  land,  buildings,  and  machinery,  may  be  obtained 
in  such  manufacture,  skilfully  and  economically  con- 
ducted. 

The  resolution  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Cobb  then  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on  a  res- 
olution submitted  by  him,  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  in 
relation  to  appointments  to  office. 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  passed 
m  the  affirmative— yeas  71,  nays  69. 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  addressed  the  Chair  as 
follows — 

Mr.  Chairman :  Having  had  the  honor  to  be 
the  mover  of  this  resolution,  it  will,  no  doubt,  be 
expected,  that  I  should  jupjwrt  its  propriety  by  a 
few  remarks.  Yet,  in  favor  of  a  measure  so  plain 
m  itself,  and  founded  upon  principles  now  so  fa- 
miliar and  well  understood  as  to  have  assumed  the 
nature  of  undeniable  axioms  in  all  free  govern- 
ments, little  original  matter  can  be  urged,  without 
extending  my  views  into  particulars  in  which  per- 
haps I  ought  not  to  be  tolerated.  Nor  am  I  so 
vain  as  to  believe  that  I  possess  the  talent  of  giving 
to  an  old  argument  a  new  dress,  which  will  make 
It  appear  more  attractive.  The  proposed  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution  is  not  a  novel  one.  More 
than  once  heretofore  its  principle  has  been  brought 
to  the  consideration  of  the  nation.  It  was  discussed 
in  the  Federal  Convention  ;  and,  at  a  later  period. 
It  has  been  renewed  upon  the  floor  of  Congress,  in 


Shape  not  differing  materially  from  the  one  in 
which  It  IS  now  presented.  In  both  instances,  and 
especially  the  latter,  it  seems  to  have  been  well  re- 
ceived ;  and  yet  was  rejected,  for  causes  not  now 
^sy  to  be  traced  or  understood.  Upon  each  of 
these  occasions,  it  was  supported  with  an  ability 
to  which  I  make  no  pretensions.  The  principal 
arguments  urged  on  the  last  have  been  preserved, 
and  I  have  no  hope  of  adding  to  their  number,  their 
strength,  or  their  beauty. 

The  proposition,  as  submitted,  i.s  very  general  in 
Its  nature.     I  made  it  so,  designedly,  that  the  Com- 

[mittee  might  not  be  forced,  in  their  deliberations, 
to  confine  their  attention  to  a  single  insulated  point ; 
but  that,  after  a  full  and  free  discus.Mon,  it  might 

I  receive  such  amendments  and  modifications  as  will 
make  It  best  answer  the  purposes  for  which  it  is 
intended.    It  is  now,  in  substance,  and  almost  in 

I  the  very  words,  in  which  it  was  proposed  by  two 
ol  the  States  (Virginia  and  New  York)  at  the 
time  of  their  ratification  of  the  Constitution.    There 

I  IS  one  amendment  which  I  shall  myself  offer  before 
I  take  my  seat ;  but  it  is  such  an  one  as  I  hope 
will  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  friends  of  the  mo- 
tion. Yet  I  hope  that  the  measure  will  not  be 
smothered  in  its  birth,  by  the  kindness  of  its  friends 
in  vainly  attempting  to  give  it  too  great  a  degree 
of  perfection. 

The  object  of  the  motion  will  be  obvious.  It  is 
to  secure  more  effectually  the  independence  of  the' 
legislative  branch  of  the  Government.     How  very 


desirable  it  is,  that  those  who  are  the  immediate 
representatives  of  the  people—"  the  guardians  of 
the  sword  and  the  purse"  of  the  nation,  and  to 
whom  are  confided  the  preservation  of  the  Consti- 
tution itself,  should  be  placed  above  all  control 
save  that  of  their  responsibility  to  their  constituents' 
and  the  honest  dictates  of  their  own  consciences' 
is  a  point  that  all  will  concede,  and  requires  no  ar- 
gument to  prove.  j 

The  separation  of  the  great  departments  of  the 
Government,  to  wit :  the  Legislative,  the  Executive 
and  Judiciary,  and  the  independence  of  each,  but 
especially  the  first,  has  become  an  undeniable  prin- 
ciple.    It  is  indeed,  the  basis  of  liberty,  and  is  now 
received  as  one  of  those  political  truisms  so  in- 
grafted upon  the  very  nature  of  free  governments, 
as   that  they  cease  to  be  free  without  it.     The 
amalgamation  of  these  departments,  into  whatever 
hands,  (whether  one  or  two  hundred,  is  immateriail.) 
has  been  aptly  given,  by  the  authors  of  the  Federal- 
ist, and  others,  as  a  correct  definition  of  despotism. 
If,  of  the  three,  any  one  ought  to  be  placed  above 
the  influence  of  the  others,  it  is  the  Legislature; 
for,  upon  this  branch  depends  every  thing.     It  em- 
anates from  the  source  of  all  power — the  people. 
It  is  composed  of  those  by  whom  the  interests,  the 
wishes,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  nation  are 
presumed  to  be  best  understood.     I  am  far  from 
contending  that  they  should  be  placed  beyond  all 
control.     The  Legislature  may  err  ;  and  therefore 
a  check  has  been  provided  by  the  creation  of  the 
other  two  departments,  not  dependent  upon  the 
Legislature  for  the  gjft  or  tenure  of  their  offices. 
Against  this  Constitutional  check  upon  legislative 
excess,  I  urge  nothing.     My  wish  is  to  prevent  an 
unconstitutional  and  illicit  control  upon  the  legiti- 
mate exercise  of  legislative  will  and  opinion  j  to 
increase,  and  to  render  permanent  and  safe,  that 
confidence  in  those  to  whom  are  intrusted  the  most 
important  interests  of  the  people,  which  constitutes 
the  "  strength  of  the  Grovernment."     So  long  as 
these  shall  be  placed  above  all  influence,  except 
that  of  their  own  virtue  and  intelligence,  all  will 
be  safe.     But,  if  ever  they  become  "  identified  with 
the  will  of  the  Executive,"  and  the  submissive  ser- 
vants of  his  wishes,  whether  by  open  corruption, 
or  the  more  concealed  instrumentality  of  the  dis- 
tribution of  offices  and  honors,  "  the  spirit  of  lib- 
erty is  gone ;"  its  form  will  scarcely  remain,  and 
the  whole  machinery  of  government  becomes  a 
feeble  and  nerveless  mass,  the  sport  of  intrigue  and 
ambition,  and  the  curse  of  the  nation. 

In  our  Government,  and  indeed  in  every  other 
in  which  this  separation  of  the  departments  con- 
stitutes a  principle,  that  branch  into  which  their 
consolidation  is  most  to  be  apprehended  is  the  one 
in  which  the  power  of  nomination  to  office  is 
vested.  It  is  a  prodigious  engine,  and,  if  skilfully 
used,  can  be  wielded  to  the  utter  prostration  of 
those  virtues  that  give  dignity  to  the  citizen.  Even 
where  the  other  departments  are  placed  beyond 
its  reach,  it  is  sufficiently  fearful  in  its  operations 
upon  the  great  body  of  the  people,  and  cannot, 
therefore,  b^  watcheci  with  too  much  jealousy. 

Under  the  Federal  Constitution,  this  dreaded 
instrument  is  confided  to  the  hands  of  the  Execu- 
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live,  subject  to  very  little  restraint.  I  say  little 
restraint,  because  the  Senate,  intended  to  control 
it  within  proper  bounds,  is  itself  left  within  the 
sphere  of  its  influence;  and  I  shall  not  be  guilty 
of  the  folly  of  admitting  that  there  is  to  be  found 
in  that  body  a  degree  of  integrity  greater  than 
pervades  this  House,  or  the  nation  at  large,  or  that 
It  is  in  any  manner  better  protected  against  the 
danger  of  corruption. 

A  glance  at  the  Official  Register,  placed  during 
the  present  session  on  our  desks,  will  afford  ample 
cause  of  jealousy  of  the  patronage  thus  placed  in 
the  gift  of  the  Executive.  It  forms  a  volume  of 
about  two  hundred  and  twenty  pages,  in  a  small 
print,  and  containing  but  little  else  than  the  names 
and  salaries  of  the  officers  appointed,  directly,  or 
indirectly,  by  the  President.  What  is  the  amount 
of  salary  annually  paid  to  this  long  list  of  officers  I 
have  never  pretended  to  calculate,  nor  do  I  know 
that  it  would  reward  the  curiosi^of  him  who 
should  undertake  the  task.  Judging  from  the  decla- 
rations of  others,  heretofore  made,  I  should  presume 
that  the  aggregate  sum,  inclusive  of  the  Post  Of- 
fice Establishment,  would  be  little,  if  any  thing, 
short  of  ten  millions  of  dollars.  If  this  prodigious 
sum  is  at  all  times  disbursed  for  the  public  interests 
^lone,  it  will  indeed  be  fortunate  for  the  nation. 
But  it  is  not  difficult  to  conceive  the  po>sibility  of 
it  being  used  for  the  worst  purposes.* 

We  shall  have  profited  but  little  by  revelation, 
history,  or  our  observations  upon  mankind,  if  we 
are  now  blind  to  human  frailty.  In  all  age>,  and 
in  all  Governments,  man  hs^  ever  shown  himself 
to  be  the  same  yielding  victim  of  temptation. 
That  the  citizens  uf  our  own  country  are  tne  most 
.  virtuous  and  enlightened  of  any  upon  the  face  of 
the  earth,  and  our  own  form  of  government  the 
most  perfectly  adapted  to  promote  their  happinc."<s, 
are  sentiments  flattering  to  our  pride,  and  which 
we  shall  most  reluctantly  yield.  Such  sentiments 
are  worthy  of  bein^  cherished,  and  all  our  politi- 
cal measures  should  aim  at  their  preservation. 
They  will  imperceptibly  enter  into  our  national 
character,  and  eventually  contribute  much  to  give 
reality  to  that  which,  at  one  time,  had  much  the 
appearance  of  affectation.  I  hope  I  shall  be  the 
last  to  destroy  them,  even  were  they  illusions. 
But,  let  us  not  be  misled  by  our  faith  in  this  virtue 
and  perfection.  Let  us  not  forget  that  the  citizens 
of  our  country  are,  at  last,  but  men,  the  issue  of  a 
depraved  stock,  and  that,  consequently,  our  Gov- 
ernment may  not  prove  to  be  incorruptible.  If  we 
have  any  real  cause  to  boast,  it  is  not  that  we  are 


•In  the  session  of  ISIO-II,  a  representative  in 
Congress  from  Masbachusetts  stated  (upon  what  au- 
thority is  not  known,  unless  it  be  actual  calculation) 
that  there  was  "annually  difttributed,  from  the  great 
departments,  an  amount  not  less  than  -li.). .500, 000. 
and  from  the  Post  0£Rce  Establishiiient  n:)t  less  than 
$4,500,000.  making  an  aggregate  of  $10,000,000." 
It  is  believed  that  this  calculation  was  intended  to 
embrace  salaries  and  emoluments  only.  Whether 
correct  or  not  is  not  known  ;  but  this  is  certain,  that 
neither  the  number  or  emoluments  of  officers  have 
andergone  any  diminution  since  that  period. 


perfect,  but  that  we  are  not  so  corrupted  as  other 
nations.  To  us,  as  to  the  pK-ople  of  all  other  coun- 
tries, the  love  of  honors  and  distinctions  is  so  great 
as  to  appear  natural,  and  our  sacrifices  of  principle 
will  be  proportioned  to  our  desires  to  obtain  them. 
Hence  the  eagerness  manifested  in  tlieir  pursuit. 
Let  us  not  flatter  ourselves  that  a  seat  upon  this 
floor  will  defend  us  against  the  contagion  of  this 
universal  desire.  We  are  no  better,  perhaps,  after 
a  short  period,  not  so  good,  as  those  by  whom  we 
are  sent.  We  boast  no  greater  perfection  ;  we  pass 
through  no  ordeal  by  which  our  integrity  is  more 
refined.  Indeed,  it  will  be  wonderful  if  we  are 
not  less  secure  from  contamination  than  our  con- 
stituents. Placed  just  at  the  great  fountain  ;  daily 
witnesses  of  the  profuse  distribution  of  official 
favors;  observers  of  the  dignity  and  consequence 
acquired  b\'  the  fortunate  solicitor,  and  the  rapid 
and  advantageous  change  made  in  his  style  and 
appearance ;  it  would  afford  an  unexampled  test 
of  disinterestedness  if  our  desires  were  not  in- 
creased to  run  the  same  glorious  race,  when  the 
prize  is  importance  and  fortune,  and  the  only  price 
required  i'^  a  proper  degree  of  subservience.  The 
proposed  amendment  will  go  very  far  to  check 
this  inordinate  passion,  by  removing  the  tempta- 
tion. "  Place  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  Executive 
to  buy  us,''  and,  by  the  same  operation,  "  we  shall 
place  it  out  of  our  own  power  to  be  bought."  In 
uttering  these  sentimeuts,  I  set  up  no  pretensions 
to   peculiar   integrity.     It   may  be  that  I  should 

Erove  not  more  inaccessible  than  other  men.  I 
now  not  what  effect  such  a  temptation  might 
make  upon  me.  I  can  only  say  that  it  has  not 
been  presented,  and  I  have  not  sought  it. 

I  therefore  advance  the  opinion  that  office  hunt- 
ing pervades  the  nation,  and  that  even  in  this 
House  it  is  to  be  found.  The  means  of  success 
has  become  so  much  a  matter  of  regular  science, 
that  the  candidate  for  favor  is  distinguishable 
without  difficulty  by  his  conduct.  If,  indeed,  the 
members  of  the  National  Legislature  could  be 
withdrawn  from  the  crowd  that  year  after  year 
infest  this  city,  the  danger  would  be  lessened.  But 
the  appointment  of  these  is  a  growing  practice. 
To  quote  instances  would  be  an  unprofitable,  per- 
haps an  invidious  task.  We  have  only  to  tax  our 
recollections  in  a  silent  manner,  and  cases  will 
arise  by  the  dozen.  By  proceeding  in  this  manner, 
a  friend  and  myself  have  pointed  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  twelve  Senators,  and  about  double  that 
number  of  Representatives,  to  offices  of  one  kind 
or  another,  and  probably  these  do  not  constitute 
one-half. 

The  inquiry  would  not  prove  unprofitable  to  ex- 
amine with  some  scrutiny  into  the  political  opin- 
ions of  such  as  have  received  appointments  under 
the  several  admini>trations  uf  this  Government. 
I  think  It  would  result  in  an  acknowledgment, 
that,  with  very  few  exceptions,  they  will  prove  to 
have  been  the  uniform  friends  and  admirers  of  the 
Executive  Magistrate  at  whose  hands  promotion 
was  received;  and  that,  in  mosf  of  the  cases,  it 
was  bestowed  after  a  course  of  the  warmest  sup- 
port of  their  favored  chief.  Cannot  our  memories 
at  thb  time  furnish  many  of  us  with  cases  of  this 
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kind?  Have  none  of  us  observed,  from  conduct 
sufficient  to  leave  no  doubt  upon  the  mind  in- 
stances of  servility  under  the  mask  of  affected  in- 
dependence? Can  we  remember  no  solicitations 
by,  and  recommendations  given  to,  members  of 
Congress?  Have  we  never  heard  of  a  wish  to 
obtam  a  seat  first  upon  this  floor,  and  thence  a 
promotion  to  the  Senate  as  bringing  them  nearer 
to  the  object  of  their  desires  by  a  kind  of  re<Tular 
march  to  the  summit  of  honor  ?  In  short,  can  we 
remember  no  appointments  being  actually  made 
of  these  importunate  solicitors  ?  Short  as  has  been 
my  political  life,  I  have  thought  that  I  have  wit- 
nessed something  of  this  kind. 

To  suppose,  then,  a  seat  in  Congress,  and  the 
responsibility  of  the  member  to  his  constituents, 
are  effectual  barriers  against  corruption,  is  relying 
too  much  upon  a  perfection,  that  experience  con- 
tradicts. As  I  have  said,  it  only  brings  us  within 
view  of  the  tempting  bait.  The  clause  in  the 
Federal  Constitution,  to  which  the  amendment 
more  particularly  attaches,  is  itself  founded  upon 
the  possibility  of  corruption  in  the  Legi.-^lature. 
Its  defect  is,  as  I  will  hereafter  attempt  to  show, 
that  it  does  not  provide  a  sufficient  guard  against  it! 

The  history  of  this  Government  points  to  the 
necessity  of  this  amendment.  From  this  we  know 
that,  in  times  past,  the  spirit  of  party  has  run  into 
extremes  in  search  of  offices  and  dignified  stations. 
We  have  heard  of  the  creation  of  offices  by  an  ex- 
piring faction,  just  sinking  under  public  indigna- 
tion, to  be  filled  by  themselves  or  their  friends,  in 
the  hope  of  yet  retaining  power  in  some  of  the 
departments  of  Government.  Nay,  the  time  has 
been  when  the  Executive  has  been  reduced  to 
great  difficulty  by  being  forced  to  choose  between 
two  legislative  friends  in  search  of  the  same  nomi- 
nation. And  here  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood 
as  hinting  that  there  have  been  open  cases  of  bar- 
gain between  the  Executive  and  an  individual 
lor  office.  I  know  of  no  such  case ;  and,  if  I  did, 
prudence  would  induce  me  to  forbear  mentioning 
It.  But,  where  the  Executive  can  give,  and  the 
individual  wishes  to  receive,  there  are  a  thousand 
ways  in  which  matters  can  be  understood,  and  yet 
never  a  word  spoken.  In  cases  of  this  kind  the 
Executive  is  certain  to  lose  one  friend,  if  he  ap- 
points either,  and,  if  he  refuses  both,  he  forfeits 
the  support  of  both.  By  the  adoption  of  the  pro- 
posed amendment  of  the  Constitution,  all  these 
evils  arid  difficulties  will  be  prevented.  It  will  do 
more ;  it  will  afford  to  our  constituents  the  best 
possible  evidence  of  the  purity  of  our  motives  and 
regard  for  their  interests,  unconnected  with  selfish 
considerations. 

It  may  be  urged  that,  if  the  amendment  is 
adopted,  it  will  abridge  the  rights  of  the  Repre- 
sentative, by  debarring  him  from  that  to  which 
every  citizen  in  the  Republic  is  entitled  to  aspire 
This  would  indeed  be  the  case  for  a  certain  term 
to  wit :  "during  the  time  for  which  he  was  elected.'' 
But,  if  it  is  believed  that,  to  secure  the  purity  of 
legislation,  such  an  abridgement  of  right  is  proper, 
then  the  Representative  has  no  ri^ht  to  complain' 
after  he  shall  have  consented  to  take  upon  him  the 
legislative  function,  with  a  knowledge  of  such  a 
provision  in  the  Constitution. 
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A  more  common  argument  against  it  is,  that  it 
will  place  beyond  attainment  the  best  talents  of 
the  country— for  that  these  can  only  be  developed 
on  the  floor  of  Congress.  Whatever  weight  such 
an  objection  might  have  had  in  the  early  history 
of  the  nation,  it  has  now  very  little.  At  this  day 
offices  can  be  as  well  filled  out  of,  as  in,  Congress 
The  very  equal  distribution  of  property  through- 
out the  country,  (when  compared  with  what  it  is 
in  other  countries,)  and  the  very  few  splendid  for- 
tunes owned  by  those  who  have  had  seats  in  either 
House  of  Congress,  united  with  other  causes,  among 
which  the  free  and  frequent  exercise  of  the  elective 
franchise  may  be  stated,  have  produced,  and  will 
continue  to  produce,  a  rapid  change  in  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature.  I  have  not  observed  tha* 
those  who  have  retired  are  less  worthy,  or  less 
wise,  than  those  who  have  succeeded  them. 

As  before  hinted,  the  Constitution  does  not  now 
provide  a  sufficient  guard  against  the  exercise  of 
Executive  influence  upon  the  deliberations  of  Con- 
gress.    At  present  its  only  provision  upon  the  sub- 
ject is,  that  "  No  Senator  or  Representative  shall, 
'  during  the  time  for  which  he  was  elected,  be  ap- 
'  pointed  to  any  civil  office  under  the  authority  of 
'  the  United  States,  which  shall  have  been  cre- 
'  ated,  or  the  emoluments  whereof  shall  have  been 
'  increased  during  such  time ;  and  no  person  hold- 
'  ing  any  office  under  the  United  Statesjthall  be 
'  a  member  of  either  House  during  his  continu- 
'  ance  in  office."     Here  the  evil  anticipated,  and 
against  which  provision  was  made,  was  the  mul- 
tiplication of  offices,  and  the  exorbitancy  of  sala- 
ries.    The  clause  does  not  obstruct  members  from 
obtaining  offices  previously  created,  and  with  the 
salaries  of  which  they  may  be  satisfied.     What  is 
the  number  of  these  I  have  before  hinted.     That 
we  can  move  within  their  tempting  vortex  with 
less  danger  to  our  integrity  than  would  arise  from 
the  open  creation  of  office  for  our  own  benefit,  is 
scarcely  credible.     In  truth,  the  proposed  amend- 
ment is  necessary  to  the  perfection  of  the  clause 
read.     It  is  true  that,  to  create  a  perfect   guard 
against  all  corrupt  motives  in  legislation,  is  not 
possible;  for  instance,  it  is  possible  a  man  might 
be  swerved  from  correct  conduct  by  the  wish  to 
obtain  offices  for  his  relatives.     In  such  cases  we 
know  not  where  to  stop.     At  what  degree  of  rela- 
tionship shall  this  desire  be  said  to  cease?     The 
question  admits  of  no  certain  answer.     But  it  is 
not  difficult  to  provide  against  selfish  temptations; 
and,  when  this  is  effected,  we  shall   have  done 
much. 

The  amendment  as  proposed  has  one  defect.  It 
does  not  defeat  the  possibility  of  obtaining  appoint- 
ments at  the  moment  of  retiring  from  Congress. 
Between  appointments  while  a  member,  and  at 
the  moment  of  ceasing  to  be  so,  there  is  little  dif- 
ference. The  evil,  if  any,  is  as  great  in  the  one 
case  as  in  the  other,  if  bestowed  as  the  reward  of 
obedience  to  Executive  will.  There  should,  there- 
fore, be  a  period  fixed  within  which  the  member 
may  again  mix  with  the  great  mass  of  the  people 
before  his  eligibility  to  office  is  restored.  During 
this  term,  his  capacity  and  qualifications  will  be 
undergoing  a  process  of  probation  and  refinement 
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If  possessed  of  neither  talents  nor  integrity,  he  will 
sink  into  obscurity,  "the  world  forgetting,  and  by 
the  world  forgot."-  If  on  the  contrary,  he  does 
possess  them,  like  the  Roman,  he  will  be  invited 
again  from  his  retreat,  and  drawn  into  the  service 
of  his  country.  I  shall,  therefore,  propose  to 
amend  the  resolution  by  inserting  the  words,  "  or 
within  one  year  thereafter."' 

Before  taking  my  seat,  for  the  purpose  of  givmg 
all  the  information  I  can  upon  a  subject  of  so 
much  consequence,  I  will  advert  to  the  attempts 
heretofore  made  for  a  similar  principle  as  that 
under  consideration.  In  the  Federal  Convention, 
a  similar  clause  was  early  introduced,  as  well  in 
Ihej/rojet  submitted  by  Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia, 
as  in  that  of  an  honorable  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  now  a  member  of  this  House,  (Mr. 
PiNCKNEY.)  Notwithstanding  the  various  modi- 
fications and  revisions  of  the  Constitution,  in  that 
body,  before  its  final  adoption  in  its  present  shape, 
this  clause  was  retained  until  almost  its  last  read- 
ing. In  the  ratification  of  the  Constitution  by  the 
Sutes  of  New  York  and  Virginia,  and  perhaps  by 
some  other  States,  it  was  recommended  as  one  of 
the  amendments  proposed  by  those  States.  Fi- 
nally, in  1810,  a  distinguished  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  now  a  member  of  the  Senate, 
(Mr.  Macon,)  made  an  attempt  to  incorporate  the 
principle  into  the  Constitution,  by  proposing  it  as 
an  amendment,  in  Congress.  After  considerable 
discussion,  it  was  recommitted  to  a  select  commit- 
tee for  amendment,  who  gave  it  the  following 
form :  "  No  Senator  or  Representative  shall  be 
'  appointed  to  any  civil  office,  place,  or  appoint- 

*  ment,  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
'  until  the  expiration  of  the  Presidential  term  in 

*  which  such  person  shall  have  served,  as  a  Sen- 
'  ator  or  Representative."  In  this  shape  it  was 
rejected,  for  the  want  of  very  few  votes,  in  order  to 
make  a  Constitutional  majority.  The  difference 
between  that  proposition  and  the  one  under  con- 
sideration will  be  readily  perceived.  That  left 
the  whole  of  the  United  States  open  to  each  new 
President  to  select,  according  to  his  pleasure,  such 
as  he  deemed  qualified  for  any  office  within  his 
nomination ;  but  that,  after  a  Senator  or  Repre- 
sentative shall  have  once  served  in  Congress,  if 
but  for  a  day,  he  was  ineligible  during  that  Presi- 
dential term  in  which  he  shall  have  done  it.  In 
their  object,  to  wit,  the  securing  of  legislative  in- 
dependence, the  effects  of  the  two  propositions  will 
be  found  to  differ  more  in  words  than  substance. 

In  the  remarks  I  have  made  I  hope  I  have  done 
injury  to  the  feelings  of  no  one.  I  certainly  did 
not  intend  it.  I  shall  also  regret  very  much  that 
any  one  should  suspect  me  of  alluding  more  to  the 
present  than  past  Administrations  of  the  Goverh- 
ment.  I  disavow  every  such  intention,  and  have 
carefully  avoided  a  comparison  between  them.  On 
this  subject,  there  is  little  difference  between  them. 

When  Mr.  Cobb  had  concluded,  the  amend- 
ment reported  to  the  said  resolution  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
was  then  read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and 
the  said  amendment,  as  amended,  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 


''^o  Senator  or  Representative  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  shall,  during  the  time  for  which  he 
was  elected,  or  within  one  year  thereafter,  be  ap- 
pointed to  any  civil  office  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States." 

On  the  question  to  order  the  resolution  to  a  third 
reading,  a  debate  arose,  which  occupied  about  two 
hours.  The  gentlemen  who  engaged  in  the  debate 
were  Messrs.  Pindall,  Brush,  Simkins,  Neale, 
Cobb,  Robertson,  Sergeant,  and  Ccshman. 

Mr.  Simkins,  of  South  Carolina,  said : — Not- 
withstanding, Mr.  Speaker,  the  aversion  of  the 
House  to  see  its  precious  time  consumed  in  speeches, 
yet  an  imperious  sense  of  duty  constrains  me  to  call 
attention  to  a  measure  extraordinary  in  its  nature 
and  consequences.  Sir,  the  proposed  amendment 
is  bottomed  upon  an  improper  and  unfounded 
distrust  of  the  members  of  Congress — a  distrust 
not  warranted  by  any  thing  past  or  present  in  our 
legislative  history.  The  proper  sele<:tion  of  all 
officers  in  the  power  of  the  Executive  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  depends  on  a  correct  and  perfect  knowl- 
edge of  the  persons  to  be  appointed.  This  knowl- 
edge, in  a  country  so  extensive  and  so  diversified 
as  ours,  is  hard  to  be  obtained.  How  can  it  be 
most  accurately  obtained  ?  is  the  true  question  now 
to  be  discussed  and  decided.  My  opinion,  most 
unequivocally,  is,  that  it  can  be  had  with  more 
precision  and  more  certainty  from  the  legislative 
hall  of  the  nation  than  from  any  other  quarter 
whatever.  Here  every  member  is  in  the  eye  of  the 
nation,  and  on  its  most  interesting  theatre.  Here 
it  is  that  a  man  becomes  not  only  better  known, 
but  more  perfectly  identified  with  the  history, 
measures,  and  successes  of  the  National  Grovern- 
ment,  instituted  to  secure  the  prosperity  and  pro- 
mote the  happiness  of  the  whole  nation.  Here  it  is 
that  a  man's  political  principles,  honesty,  and  tal- 
ents, are  more  thoroughly  tested  and  tried  than 
in  any  other  situation  ;  and  here  it  is  that  knowl- 
edge to  see,  and  experience  to  inquire  the  public 
good,  can  be  most  certainly,  usefully,  and  easily 
obtained. 

If  the  President,  in  making  choice  of  important 
officers,  not  only  for  his  Cabinet,  but  for  foreign 
missions,  and  a  great  many  other  important  ob- 
jects, is  cut  ofl*  from  members  of  Congress,  as  the 
present  amendment  contemplates,  where  is  he  to 
look,  or  from  what  sources  can  he  collect  infor- 
mation to  direct  him  ?  Can  he  look  to  the  dif- 
ferent State  Legislatures  ?  If  he  does,  how  few 
can  he  find  there  who  have  so  pre-eminently  dis- 
tinguished themselves  as  to  be  sufficiently  known 
to  the  President  or  the  nation.  Is  he,  then,  to  rely 
on  the  representations  of  factious  and  partisan 
newspapers  ?  or,  if  not,  on  the  representations  of 
men  equally  factious  and  partial,  endeavoring  to 
promote  the  views  ol  some  connexion  or  personal 
favorite,  who  may  or  who  may  not  have  merit  ? 
Sir,  the  information  obtained  in  this  Avay  would 
be  not  only  vague  and  uncertain,  but  would  come 
often  through  a  stream  so  polluted  and  muddy  as 
to  be  of  a  most  dangerous  character. 

But  it  may  be  said  that  members  of  Congress 
may  be  appealed  to  for  a  history  of  the  character 
and  qualifications  of  those  fit  to  be   appointed. 
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Admitted ;  but  this  introduces  a  miscliief  infinite' 
ly  more  alarming  than  your  amendment  can  rem" 
edy.  You  compel  the  President  to  receive  their 
information,  which  must  often  be  personal,  partial, 
and  sometimes,  of  course,  unfounded,  instead  of 
giving  him  an  opportunity  of  judging  for  himself 
of  men  immediately  in  his  view,  and  upon  his 
own  responsibility.  When  a  member  serves  in 
this  body  for  years,  if  he  has  talent  and  industry, 
he  must  become  useful,  prominent,  and  distinguish- 
ed. He  is  not  only  tried  in  talent,  but  in  political 
honesty  and  consistency.     He  becomes  national 

Eroperty,  and  the  President  is  driven  to  no  second 
and,  to  no  uncertain  or  doubtful  channel  for  char- 
acter or  information.  He  is  enabled  to  judge  for 
himself 
But  this  is  not  the  only  inconvenience  in  being 
:  compelled  to  receive  recommendations  through 
members  of  Congress.  You  thereby  make  mem- 
bers nartisans  and  intriguers  for  offices  for  their  per- 
sonal friends.  You  increase  the  evil  your  amend- 
ment purports  to  remedy.  You  contaminate  and 
debase  the  very  source  which  you  affect  to  preserve 
pure.  You  set  the  artful  and  ambitious  among  the 
people  to  electioneer  for  members  of  Congress,  to 
enable  them  thereby  to  obtain  offices ;  and  you  set 
members  of  Congress  to  intriguing  for  offices,  that 
they  may  promote  and  insure  their  elections. 

The  member  from  Georgia  who  proposed  this 
amendment  said,  that,  in  turning  his  attention  for 
a  few  years  back,  he  found  that  the  Presidents  had 
taken  ten  or  twelve  members  from  the  Senate, 
and,  perhaps,  double  that  number  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  to  fill  offices  within  his  gift. 
Agreed,  sir ;  and  what  does  the  gentleman  prove 
by  this  ?     Has  he  shown  us  that  these  offices  have 
been  disgraced,  or  the  National  Legislature  injured 
by  this  course  .?    Can  he  say  that  the  offices  have 
been  not  well  filled  and  their  duties  faithfully  per- 
formed ?     I  aver  that,  in  general,  this  has  been  the 
case ;  and,  if  he  wishes  to  draw  any  inferences 
favorable  to  his  amendment,  he  ought  to  have 
shown  this.     It  was  his  duty  to  have  proved  to 
this  body  the  dangerous  consequences  arising  from 
the  facts  he  states.     Sir,  we  have  seen  no  sucn  con- 
sequences, nor  do  I  believe  we  ever  shall.     In- 
trigues and  designs  belong  more  to  ambitious  men 
out  of  Congress  than  in  it,  and  many  instances 
could  be  mentioned  to  prove  this  assertion.     Mem- 
bers of  Congress  are  upon  their  good  behavior  be- 
fore the  whole  nation.     They  obtain  a  political 
standing  and  character  in  the  eyes  of  their  coun- 
try, which  become  sanctioned  and  consecrated,  and 
this  character  and  standing  can  only  be  retained 
by  a  steady,  honest,  and  consistent  political  course ; 
and  let  me  tell  the  House,  that  the  President  would 
lessen,  and  eventually  destroy  his  own  character, 
if  he  did  not  appoint  men  of  tried  patriotism,  un- 
questionable experience,  and  distinsruished  talents. 
His  own  reputation  is  identified  with  that  of  the 
officers  of  his  own  creation. 

But,  suppose  you  adopt  the  amendment,  where 
will  he  go  for  his  distinguished  officers?  We 
have  already  seen  that  there  are  very  few  men 
whose  talents  are  so  exalted,  or  whose  career  is  so 
bright,  as  to  introduce  them  to  the  view  of  the 
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President  whilst  they  act  in  the  comparatively- 
narrow  compass  of  a  fetate.    He  must,  then,  resort 
principally  to  his  diplomatic  corps  in  foreign  coun- 
tries for  his  appointments;  and  can  those  who 
1  have  resided  abroad  for  years,  removed  from  the 
;  habits,  political  institutions  and  government  of 
I  their  own  country,  and  who  may  imperceptibly  to 
[  themselves  have  imbibed  a  slight  tinge  ol  foreign 
habits  and  notions,  if  not  principles — I  say,  is  it 
safe  to  confine  the  President  to  those,  principallv 
to  fill  his  highest  offices?  '' 

Sir,  I  am  not  disposed  to  degrade  Congress  in 
the  manner  this  amendment  contemplates.  I  have 
seen  often  much  reason  for  admiration  of  the  con- 
duct of  very  many  members ;  and,  so  far  from  this 
illiberal  distrust,  I  have  confidence  in  the  body  of 
whom  I  have  the  honor  to  be  a  member— I  deem 
the  members  honorable  and  fit  for  any  trust,  and 
this  is  the  theatre  on  which  to  try  their  integrity 
and  usefulness;  and  permit  me  to  say  they  wiU,  in 
proportion  to  their  services  here,  be  more  and 
more  fitted  for  the  higher  and  more  honorable 
offices,  if  there  are  any  such. 

Sir,  it  may  be  said  that  members  should  feel  a 
delicacy  in  opposing  this  amendment,  because  it 
goes  to  destroy  their  chance  for  offices.  I,  for  one, 
feel  no  such  delicacy — I  seek  not,  nor  do  I  expect 
promotion — but,  for  the  good  of  the  nation,  I  would 
not  confine  the  President  in  his  choices,  and,  least 
of  all,  would  I  cut  him  off  from  a  body,  from  its 
very  nature,  better  calculated  to  afford  good  offi- 
cers than  any  other.  I,  then,  see  no  reason  for 
thus  disfranchizing  members  of  Congress,  and 
stigmatizing  them  in  the  eyes  of  the  nation ;  and, 
Mr.  Speaker,  permit  me  to  say  that,  if  I  were  com- 
pelled either  to  exclude  members  altogether,  or  to 
choose  from  among  them  alone,  1  would  prefer  the 
latter  alternative. 

It  is,  therefore,  I  think,  evident  that  it  would  be 
unwise  to  exclude  the  Executive  from  his  choice 
among  members  of  Congress,  because  they  are, 
from  their  very  situation,  better  known  to  the 
President  and  tne  nation. 

Because  their  political  and  moral  integrity  will 
be  more  thoroughly  tried; 

Because  they  will  acquire  greater  experience 
and  knowledge  on  a  theatre  at  which  almost  all 
men  of  promise  aim ;  and  ^ 

Because,  by  a  probation  on  this  theatre,  men 
become  more  national,  more  attached  to,  and 
identified  with  the  Constitution  and  measures  of 
their  Government;  and  because  they  become,  in 
truth,  more  truly  American. 

Mr.  Cushman,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  when  the 
resolution  was  first  submitted,  he  was  inclined  to 
view  it  with  benignant  sensations ;  but,  upon  re- 
flection, he  now  viewed  it  with  less  complacency. 
The  amendment  would  not  answer  the  purpose 
contemplated.  That  ambition  must  be  short- 
sighted, indeed,  which  did  not  look  ahead  beyond 
two  or  even  six  years.  And,  supposing  a  man  ca- 
pable of  being  moved  by  any  influence  that  migl^t 
be  exerted  upon  him,  he  would  make  his  calciua- 
tion  of  being,  for  the  limited  term,  a  good  and 
faithful  servant ;  and  then  waiting,  in  humble  as- 
surance, after  a  short  period,  of  entering  into  the 
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joys  of  his  political  lord.  But,  contended  Mr.  Co 
should  the  amendment  proposed  lessen  the  chance 
of  Executive  influence,  as  was  the  avowed  object 
of  the  honorable  mover,  he  apprehended  more  in- 
jury from  the  diminution  than  benefit.  The  Ex- 
ecutive he  conceived  to  be  the  weakest  co-ordi- 
nate branch  of  the  Government.  He  was  unwil- 
ling to  abridge  any  of  its  Constitutional  preroga- 
tives, or  to  impair  the  influence  of  any  patronage 
which,  by  the  Constitution,  might  be  attached  to 
it.  The  influence  of  the  Executive,  to  his  know- 
ledge, never  had  been  improperly  exerted ;  it  had 
generally  been  salutary  in  its  eflitcts.  There  could 
be  no  just  objection  to  this  legitimate  influence, 
that  its  benefits  had  been  usually  experienced  by 
the  friends  of  the  Chief  Magistrate.  Who  should 
be  benefited  in  preference  to  his  friends  ?  who,  in 
his  opinion,  must  also  be  the  friends  of  the  nation. 
Other  things  bein^  equal,  a  preference  should  be 
given  to  friends.  VV'o  be  to  the  man  who  neglects 
nis  friends  and  courts  his  enemies,  and  relies  on 
their  attachment  for  his  support !  It  was  said  of 
Charles  II.,  of  England,  that,  when  he  passed  an 
act  of  indemnity  to  hii»  enemies,  he  consigned  his 
friends  to  oblivion. 

Mr.  C.  hoped  that  no  supreme  Executive  of  the 
United  Stales  would  ever  incur  a  similar  reproach. 
Gentlemen,  conscious  of  human  frailty,  were  of 
opinion  that  the  safety  of  human  virtue  depended 
materially  on  its  exemption  from  trial.  He  was 
not  disposed  to  dispute  the  justness  of  the  senti- 
ment. They  had  enforced  their  doctrine  by  the 
highest  authority :  "  Lead  us  not  into  temptation." 
He  acknowledged  its  pertinence — he  felt  its  force. 
But  virtue,  Christian  virtue,  as  pure  as  it  is  in  its 
source,  does  not  usually  flourish  without  the  hope 
of  receiving  its  appropriate  rewards.  Will  patri- 
oti.sm  attain  its  lull  vigor  if  denied  all  nourish- 
ment, every  motive  that  may  serve  to  water  its  root 
and  expand  its  germ  ?  Gentlemen  had  enforced 
and  adorned  their  reasoning  by  Scripture  language. 
He  trusted  he  also,  without  any  unfavorable  im- 
putation, might  be  indulged  in  a  similar  liberty. 
"Be  not  weary  in  well  doing ;  for  in  due  time  you 
shall  reap,  if  you  faint  not."  The  motive  here 
contained  is  no  less  useful  to  animate  the  patriot 
than  it  is  the  man  of  piety.  The  proposed  amend- 
ment, as  it  was  not  calculated  to  answer  the  end 
proposed — and  if  it  were,  the  eflect  would  not  be 
salutary,  as  it  would  lessen  a  motive  to  extraordi- 
nary exertion  for  the  public  good — ought  not,  in 
his  opinion,  to  be  adopted. 

The  question  was  then  taken.  Shall  the  said 
resolution  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  ?  and 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  72,  nays  87,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adanit:,  Alexander,  Allen  of 
Massachusetts,  Allen  of  New  York,  Alien  of  Ten- 
nessee, Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bay- 
ly,  Beecher,  Boden,  Burwell,  Butler  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Buller  of  Louisiana,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Crafts,  Crawford,  Croweli,  Culpeper,  Earle,  Edwards 
of  North  Carolina,  Fay,  Floyd,  Garnelt.  Gross  of  New 
York,  Hall  of  New  York.  Hall  of  North  Carolina, 
Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hcistcr,  Hooks,  Jones  of  Virginia, 
Jones  of  TenneFsee.  Kendall,  Kent,  Little,  Marchand, 


Meigs,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Monell,  Morton,  Murray, 
Neale,  Overstreet,  Phelps,  Pindall,  Plumer,  Reed,  Ross, 
Russ,  Sawyer,  Sloan,  Slocumb,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Storrs,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Terrell, 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Whitman,  Williams  of  Virginia,  tad 
Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Archer  of  Maryland,  Baldwin,  Bate- 
man,  Bloomfield,  Brown,  Brush,  Bryan,  Buffum, 
Campbell,  Case,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cook,  Culbreth,  Cush- 
man,  (^utbbert,  Darlington,  Davidson,  Dennison,  De- 
witt.  Dowse,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Ervin, 
Fisher,  Folger,  Foot,  Ford,  Fuller,  Gross  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Hackley,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hardin,  Hazard, 
Hibshman,  Holmes,  Hostetter,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Linn, 
Livermore,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Creary,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky, 
Mallary,  Mason,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Moseley,  Nel- 
son of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton, 
Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patter- 
son, Pbitson,  Pitcher,  Rankin,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richards, 
Richmond,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Sampson, 
Sergeant,  Settle,  Shaw,  Silsbee,  Simkins,  Smith  of 
New  Jersey,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Southard,  Ste- 
vens, Street,  Strong  of  New  York,  Taylor,  Tomlinson, 
Tompkins,  Wallace,  Wendover,  and  Wood. 

And  so  the  said  amendment  was  rejected. 


Mo.NOAY,  April  17. 

Mr.  S.MiTU,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  committed  the 
engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ann  Mclntire,  widow 
and  administratrix  of  Andrew  Mclntire,  deceased, 
reported  the  same,  without  amendment.  And  on 
his  motion  the  bill  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  also  committed  the  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Wells,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. Mr.  S.  moved  that  the  hill  be  also  postponed 
indefinitely ;  when,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
tabic. 

Mr.  Morton,  from  theselcct  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  resolution  from  the  Senate  fixing 
a  period  for  the  termination  of  the  present  session 
of  Congress,  made  a  report  in  part,  which  was 
read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Hardin  moved  that  the  select  committee  to 
which  is  referred  the  resolution  from  the  Senate 
fixing  a  period  for  the  termination  of  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof,  which  was  decided  in  the 
negative — yeas  63,  nays  71. 

Mr.  Slocumb  then  moved  that  the  House  do 
now  proceed  to  consider  the  resolution  submitted 
by  him  on  the  sixth  ultimo,  to  fix  a  period  for  the 
termination  of  the  present  session. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  Will  the  House  now  proceed  to  consider  the 
said  resolution  ?  and  was  decided  in  the  negalive — 
yeas  86,  nays  70. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  transmitting  copies  of  contracts,  dec,  entered 
into  at  the  War  Department,  since  the  year  1815, 
for  the  building  and  repairing  arsenals,  magazines, 
and  armories,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee; 
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and,  Messrs.  Cocke,  Simkins,  and  Storrs,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Lowndes  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
C.  N.  Buck,  in  relation  to  the  case  of  the  Danish 
brigantine  Henrick;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Wholeto  which  is  committed  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  on 
that  case. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  rel- 
ative to  the  Arkansas  Territory,"  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  'Au  act  to  annex 
certain  lands  within  the  Territory  of  xMichigan  to 
the  land  district  of  Detroit,"  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

"A  resolution  giving  the  consent  of  Congress  to 
a  compact  concluded  between  the  States  of  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee,  for  the  settlement  of  their 
boundary  line,"  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Storrh  moved  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  bill  confirming  the  title  of  the 
Mohiccan  or  Stockbridge  tribe  of  Indians  to  certain 
lands.     The  motion  was  negatived.  j 

STATE  OF  MANUFACTURES.  I 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  the  House  proceed- 
ed to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  him,  on 
Saturday,  calling  on  the  Committee  of  Manufac- 
tures to  report  certain  information  respecting  the 
state  of  manufactures  in  the  United  States. 

On  this  proposition  arose  a  short  debate,  m  the 
course  of  which  the  motion  was  supported  and 
opposed  as  follows:  Affirmative— Messrs.  Lown- 
des, TvLER,  Barbolr,  and  Culpeper  ;  negative, 
Messrs.  Baldwin,  Sergeant,  Fuller,  Gro8«,  of 
New  York,  and  Little. 

Those  who  supported  the  motion  argued,  that 
encouragement  was  demand*^  for  our  manufac- 
turers by  increased  duties,  on  the  ground  that  they 
were  now  oppressed  and  ruined;  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  have  these  facts  to  know  how  far  these 
allegations  were  true  or  otherwise — to  know  whe- 
ther the  distress  comi)lained  of  was  m  fact  real  or 
supposititious. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  argued,  that  the  revi- 
sion of  the  tariff  had  been  proposed  by  the  Com- 
raittee  of  Manufactures  from  considerations  of  na- 
tional policy,  and  not  from  a  minute  investigation 
of  details ;  that  the  information  asked  was  not  such  j 
as  a  committee  of  this  House  ought  to  be  required 
to  give,  and  which  each  member  could  as  well 
procure  for  himself  as  a  committee  for  him ;  and 
that  the  adoption  of  the  resolve  would  serve  the 
purpose  of  delay,  &c. 

The  question  being  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays,  on 
agreeing  to  the  resolve,  there  were— For  the  resolu- 
tion 72,  against  it  90,  as  follows : 

Yka«— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennes- 
see, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia, 
Ball,  Barbour,  Bryan,  BufTum,  Burton,  Burwell,  Butler 
of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon, 
Clagett,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafus,  Crawford,  Croweil, 
Culpeper,  Cuthbcrt,  Davidson,  Edwards  of  North  Car- 
olina, Ervin,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Fuller,  Garnett,  Hall  of 
North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hill,  Holmes,  HooLs,  Jones 
of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Livermore,  Mc- 


Creary.  Meecb,  Mercer,  Neale,  Nelson  ftf  Mascacbu- 

setts.  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Overstreet,   Parker  of  Vir- 

,  ginia,  Pinckney,  Pindall,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea, 

Ringgold,  Robertson,  Settle,  Silsbee,  Simkins,  Slocumb, 

Smith  of  Maryland,   B.   Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  of 

I  North  Carolina,   Strong   of    Vermont,  Swearingen, 

,  Tcrrell,Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 

Tyler,  Walker,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  WUiiams  of 

North  CaroUna. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  New  York,  Baker, 

Baldwin.      Bateman,    Beecher,     Bloomfield,     Boden, 

Brown.  Brush,  Campbell,  Case,  Clark,  Cook,  Culbreth, 

Cushman,  Darlington,  Dennison,   Dewitt,  Dickinson, 

Dowse,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsyl- 

:  vania.  Fay,  Foot,  Ford.  Forrest,  Gross  of  New  York, 

i  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York, 

I  Hall  of  Delaware,  Haiard,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibsh- 

man,    Heister,  Hostetter,  Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley, 

I  Little,  Linn,  Lyman,   Maclay,  McLane  of  Delaware, 

McLean    of   Kentucky,    Mallary,    Marchand,  Mason, 

Meigs,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton, 

Moseley,  Murray,  Newton,  Parker  of  Massachusetts, 

Patterson,   Phelps,   PhiUon,  Pitcher,  Rich,  Richards, 

Richmond,  Rogers,    Ross,   Russ,   Sampson,  Sawyer, 

Sergeant,  Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Southard, 

I  Stevens,     Storrs,   Street,    Tarr,    Taylor,   Tomlinaon, 

Tompkins,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace, 

Wendover,  and  Wood. 

So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

SEMINOLE  WAR. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  the  late  campaign 
against  the  Seminole  Indians,  Mr.  Campbell  in 
the  chair. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Cannon  made  a  few  observations  in  faror 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Pindall  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
with  the  view  of  obtaining  information  whether 
or  not  these  men  received  their  forty  cents  per  day 
for  the  use  of  the  horses,  after  those  horses  were 
dead,  until  the  end  of  the  campaign. 

This  motion  was  supported  oy  Messrs.  Pindall 
and  Hardin,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Cannon, 
Jones,  and  Allen,  of  Tennessee. 

It  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 70,  to  63.  So 
the  bill  lies  on  the  table. 

SALE  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 


The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  extending  the  time  for 
the  redemption  of  lands  sold  to  pay  the  direct  tax 
in  certain  cases. 

Mr.  Sergeant  moved  an  amendment  to  proride 
how  deeds  shall  be  made  to  purchasers  of  lands  sold 
for  the  payment  of  the  direct  tax,  where  there  is 
no  collector  now  to  do  it. — Agreed  to. 

No  other  debate  or  proceeding  took  place  on  this 
bill.  To  the  same  Committee  of  the  Whole  was 
referred  two  or  three  other  bills ;  among  them, 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  making  further  provision 
for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  (for  changing  the 
system  from  a  credit  to  cash  payments.) 

Mr.  Anderson  delivered  a  speech  of  half  an 
hour's  length  in  favor  of  the  bill. 
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Mr.  Jones  delivered  his  sentiments  at  consider- 
able length  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  CROWELL,of  Alabama,  followed,  also  in  op- 
position to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Brush,  of  Ohio,  spoke  in  support  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Kentucky,  followed  in  opposition 
to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Fuller,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  in  support 
of  the  bill ;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson, 
the  Committee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  April  18. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the 
inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Washington,  and  to 
repeal  all  other  acts  upon  that  subject,"  reported 
the  same  with  amendments ;  which  were  read,  and, 
together  with  the  bill,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, the  Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  lay  be- 
fore thi.s  House  the  proceedings  of  the  court  martial 
on  the  late  trial  of  William  King,  colonel  of  the 
fourth  regiment  of  United  States'  infantry. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  first  amendment 
proposed  by  this  House  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  establish  a  district  court  in  the  State  of  Alaba- 
ma ;"  and  they  agree  to  the  second  amendment  to 
the  said  bill,  with  an  amendment.  They  have 
passed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit:  "An 
act  to  provide  for  clothing  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  "An  act 
to  provide  for  the  expense  of  surveying  certain 
parts  of  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  and  for  other 
purposes;" — in  which  amendment  and  bills  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  enclosing  a  copy  of 
the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  called 
for  by  a  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Pindall, 
some  days  ago,  entitled  "An  act  to  prevent  kid- 
napping." It  was  referred  to  the  select  committee 
appomled  on  the  subject  of  reclaiming  fugitives 
from  labor. 

The  bill  this  day  received  from  the  Senate,  for 
clothing  the  Army  in  domestic  fabrics;  and  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the  expense  of 
surveying  the  coast  of  North  Carolina  ; — were  sev- 
erally read  twice,  and  referred. 

The  engrossed  bill  extending  the  time  allowed 
for  the  redemption  of  land  sold  for  direct  taxes, 
and  purchased  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  was 
read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 

PUBLIC  EXPENDITURES. 
Mr.  SiMKi>s,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Expenditures,  made  a  report  in  obedience  to  the 
resolution  directing  them  "  to  inquire  and  report 
the  amount  of  the  several  items  which  are  charged 
upon  the  contingent  fund,  and  whether  in  their 
opinion  the  expenditures  mav  not  in  future  be  di- 
lainished,  consistently  with  the  public  interest  and 
the  accommodation  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 


gress;" which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.     The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  of  Public  Expenditures,  who  were 

required,  by  a  resolution  of  this  House  of  the day 

of  December  last,  "  inquire  and  report  the  amount  of 

*  the  several  items  which  are  charged  upon  the  con- 
'  tingent  fund,  and  whether,  in  their  opinion,  the 
'  expenditures  may  not  in  future  be  diminished,  con- 

*  sistently  with  the  public  interest  and  the  accommo* 
'  dation  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,"  beg  leave  to 
report : 

That  they  immediately  took  into  consideration  the 
above  resolution,  and,  although  strictly  speaking,  their 
inquiry  might  seem  to  have  been  directed  to  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  House,  of  which  they  are 
members,  yet  they  thought  it  embraced  within  the 
scope  of  the  resolution  to  go  further.  In  conformity 
thereto,  they  promptly  addressed  a  letter  to  each  of 
the  heads  of  the  Executive  Departments,  vix.:  the 
SccreUry  of  Suie,  the  Treasury,  of  War,  and  of  the 
Navy,  of  which  the  paper  marked  A  is  a  copy.  That, 
from  the  first,  they  received  the  letter  and  documents 
contained  in  the  envelope  marked  B ;  from  the  Secre- 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  they  received  the  letter,  docu- 
ments, and  vouchers  marked  C ;  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  the  letters  and  documents  contained  in  the 
envelope  marked  D ;  and  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  the  letters  and  items  contained  in  envelope  E ; 
which  letters,  documents,  and  vouchers  contained  all 
the  information  of  importance,  touching  the  said  reso- 
lution, which  could  be  obtained  from  these  Depart- 
ments. 

It  is  true  that  the  attention  of  the  committee  has 
been  directed  to  some  charges  of  abuses  alleged  to 
have  taken  place  in  the  Navy  Department,  some  two 
or  three  years  ago.  That  to  these  charge*  the  com- 
mittee directed  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Department,  whose  peculiar  province  and  duty  the 
committee  deemed  it  to  be  to  supervise  and  regulate 
his  Department,  and  correct  abuses,  if  any  existed 
therein. 

Upon  the  whole,  this  part  of  the  transaction  has 
ended  in  charges  on  the  one  hand,  and  details  on  the 
other,  many  of  which  were  of  a  private  and  indivtdaal 
character;  and,  inasmuch  as  no  practical  result  could, 
in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  grow  out  of  a  fur- 
ther perseverance  in  an  investigation  of  such  a  nature, 
they  think  it  best  to  leave  the  affair  with  the  head  of 
the  proper  Department,  considering  that  abuses  (if 
any  have  existed)  will  be  promptly  and  effectually 
corrected. 

Your  committee,  in  turning  their  attention  to  the 
contingent  expenses  of  this  House,  (for  with  those  of 
the  Senate  they  did  not  feel  it  their  duty  to  inter- 
fere,; applied  to  the  Clerk  for  information,  who,  with 
promptness,  gave  his  personal  attention  before  your 
committee  at  two  different  times,  and  afforded  all  the 
information  in  his  power ;  the  substance  of  which  is 
contained  in  a  letter  from  him,  herewith  submitted 
and  marked  F. 

That  the  existence  of  impositions  to  a  certain  but 
perhaps  unavoidable  extent,  in  the  quality  and  even 
quantity  of  stationery  and  other  articles  furnished  this 
Houfie,  and  in  the  wood  provided  for  its  consumption, 
are  not  only  possible,  but  even  probable,  although  the 
committee  have  not  been  able  to  designate  any  par- 
ticular case,  and  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  the  correct 
management,  safety,  and  economy  of  all  theae  articles 
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mast  mainly  depend  upon  the  vigilance  and  fidelity 
of  the  officers  of  the  House. 

After  the  most  diUgent  investigation  which  your 
committee  have  been  enabled  to  make,  their  inquiries 
have  resulted  in  not  being  enabled  to  detect  any 
abuses,  if  any  have  existed,  or  do  exist ;  nor  have 
they  been  able  to  discover  how,  or  in  what  manner, 
the  expenditures  upon  the  contingent  fund  of  this' 
House  can  be  diminished,  consistently  with  the  public 
interest,  or  its  comfortable  accommodation. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  to  establish  a  district 
court  in  Alabama,  and  insisted  on  their  amend- 
ment, reducing  the  salary  of  the  judge  from  2,000 
to  1,500  dollars,  which  had  been  disagreed  to  by 
the  Senate,  and  disagreed  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  adding  fifty  dollars  to  the  salary  of  the  dis- 
trict attorney. 

STOCKBRIDGE  INDIANS. 
The  Hoijse  took  up  the  bill  to  confirm  the  title 
of  the  Mohiccanor  Stockbridge  Indians  to  certain 
lands  lying  on  White  river,  in  Indiana  ;  upon 
which  much  discussion  arose,  and,  after  several 
amendments  had  been  proposed,  some  of  which 
were  adopted  and  others  rejected,  the  question  was 
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Mr.  ROBEHTSON,  of  Kentucky,  addressed   the 
Chair  as  follows: 


taken  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill  for  a  third 
reading,  and  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and 
nays — for  the  engrossment  52,  against  it  93  : 

^  ^**»— W^8»"-  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Allen  ol 
New  York,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Bryan,  Butler 
of  New  Hampshire,  Clark,  Crawford,  Cushman,  Cuth- 
bert,  Davidson.  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Edwards  of 
Pennsylvania,  Ford,  Forrest,  Gross  of  New  York, 
Hackley,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Kiosey,  Livermore, 
Lowndes,  Lyman,  .Maclay,  McCreary,  Mason.  Meigs, 
Mercer,  Monell,  Neale,  Nelaon  of  MassachusetU,  Nel- 
Mn  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Pindall,  Pitcher,  Richmond, 
Robertson,  Settle,  Southard,  Storrs,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Trimble, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Van  Rensselaer,  Williams 
of  North  Carolina,  and  Wood. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  An- 
derson, Archer  of  Maryland,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Bateman,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brown,  Brush, 
IBuffum,  Burton,  Burwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana.  Camp- 
bell, Cannon,  Case,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cul- 
breth,  Culpeper,  Darlington,  Dennison.  Earle,  Eddy, 
Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Fay,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Folger, 

ei'  ^'°**  °^  Pennsylvania,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hall 
of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hazard,  Hendricks,  Her- 
nck,  Hibshman,  Heister,  Hill,  Holraea,  Hooks,  Hos- 
tetter,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kendall,  Kinsley,  Little, 
Linn,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Metcalf, 
K.  Moore,  Morton,  Murray,  Newton,  Overstreet,  Par- 
ker of  Massachusetts.  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patterson, 
Phelps,  PhiUon,  Plumer,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richards,  Ring- 
gold, Rogers,  Ross,  Sampson,  Silsbee,  Simkins,  Sloan, 
Slocumb,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Stevens,  Strong  of  Vermont, 
Tarr,  Terrell,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tyler,  Walker,  Wal- 
lace, Wendover,  and  Williams  of  Virginia. 
And  so  the  said  bill  was  rejected. 

SALES  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 
The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill   from  the  Senate 
reducing  the  price  of  tlie  public  lands,  and  estab- 
lishing cash  (Ktyments  therefor. 


Mr.  R.  ^d,  that  It  was  with  reluctance  and  Hn- 
ieigned  diffidence  he  had  taken  the  floor  to  offer 
to  the  Committee  any  thing  which  he  would  be 
able  to  say  on  the  interesting  subject  under  con- 
sideration. He  was  not  friendly  to  apoloffetical 
speeches,  nor  m  the  habit  of  making  them  But 
he  owed  to  the  Committee  an  apology  for  his  ina- 
bility, owing  to  the  circumstances  under  which  he 
appeared  before  them,  to  make  them  any  adequate 
return  for  their  kind  indulgence  in  rising,  on  his 
motion,  to  give  him  a  full  opportunity  to  deliver 
his  sentiments.  Laboring  under  severe  indisposi- 
tion, he  was  totally  incapacitated  to  do  justice  to 
the  Committee,  or  to  the  subject  which  he  was 
about  to  discuss.  Under  this  embarrassment  well 
aware  of  the  magnitude  of  the  subject,  and  of  the 
delicate  and  interesting  considerations  involved  in 
Its  dl^cusslon,  and  the  great  interest  to  be  aflected 
by  Its  decision,  he  would  not,  i{  permitted  to  con- 
sult his  feelings,  obtrude  himself  on  the  Commit- 
tee, but  would  surrender  the  floor  most  cheerfully 
to  some  other  member  who  could  entertain  them 
more  profitably  and  acceptably  than  he  could  hope 
to  do  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances.  But 
the  peculiar  situation  in  which  he  happened  to 
stand  left  him  no  such  discretion.  He  felt  himself 
constrained,  by  a  sense  of  dutv  to  his  State  and  to 
himself,  to  give  some  of  the  reasons  which  would 
influence  his  vote. 

Having  introduced,  early  in  the  session,  a  reso- 
lution instructing  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  the  measure  now 
under  consideration,  it  was  necessary,  lest  he  might 
be  suspected  of  a  dereliction  of  duly,  to  defend  the 
policy  of  the  system  he  had  recommended.  And 
having  the  misfortune  not  to  be  supported  by  the' 
co-operation  of  some  of  his  colleagues,  who  op- 
posed the  bill  from  an  apprehension  that  it  would 
injure  the  Western  country,  (part  of  which  he  rep- 
resented,) and  aimed  a  blow  at  its  prosperity  and 
influence,  he  felt  imperiously  called  upon,  by  con- 
siderations which  he  could  not  resist,  and  obliga- 
tions from  which  he  should  not  shrink,  to  vindi- 
cate the  policy  of  his  course,  and  endeavor  to 
maintain  the  rectitude  of  his  opinions  and  the  in- 
tegrity of  his  motives. 

He  said,  that  he  was  not  so  vain  as  to  suppose 
that  he  would  be  able  to  offV-r  to  the  Committee 
any  considerations  in  favor  of  the  bill  which  had 
not  occurred  to  them,  but  he  did  hope  and  believe 
that  he  should  be  able  successfully  to  defend  his 
opinions  with  the  nation,  and  even  the  Western 
country.  Crude  and  uninteresting  as  the  desultory 
observations  he  should  make  must  necessarily  be, 
he  hoped  the  Committee  would  hear  him  pa- 
tiently. No  one  could  be  insensible  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  subject,  or  to  the  necessity  of  se- 
rious and  sober  deliberation  in  deciding  on  it.  It 
was  a  question  in  which  not  only  the  Government 

but  the  people — not  only  the  West  but  the  East 

not  only  the  present  generation  but  posterity—was 
in  some  degree  interested.  He  feared  that  its  im- 
portance was  not  sufficiently  felt,  nor  its  character 
and  its  tendencies  fully  understood. 
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He  would  not  attempt  to  give  it  any  factitious 
importance.  It  was,  intrinsically,  as  interesting 
to  the  people  as  any  subject  that  engaged  the  at- 
tention of  Congress  during  the  present  session. 
Whether  regarded  in  its  effects  on  the  fiscal  con- 
cerns of  the  Grovernraent,  or  the  strength,  pros- 
perity, and  independence  of  the  West,  or  its  inev- 
itable moral  and  political  tendencies,  it  had  strong 
claims  to  the  most  dispassionate  consideration. 

Having  bestowed  on  the  subject,  said  Mr.  R., 
all  the  redaction  that  its  importance  and  a  due  re- 
spect for  the  opinions  of  others  required  and  his 
limited  means  permitted,  and  having  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  de- 
manded by  considerations  of  policy,  which  he 
thought  a  statesman  could  not  safely  resist,  he 
could  not  hesitate  to  give  it  his  vote,  disregarding 
the  consequences  that  had  been  threatened.  He 
felt  bound  to  discharge  his  duty  impartially,  and 
he  should  do  it  fearlessly. 

He  said  he  regretted  that  he  could  not  co-operate 
with  his  colleague,  (the  Speaker,)  whose  feelings 
on  this  subject  he  admired,  but  with  whose  opin- 
ions he  could  not  concur. 

But  he  must  be  permitted,  on  this  as  well  as  all 
other  occasions  of  public  duty,  to  pursue  the  dic- 
tates of  his  own  conscience  and  judgment.  He 
acted,  he  said,  on  his  own  responsibility  ;  and,  if 
he  was  wron<^,  it  was  sufficient  for  him  that  he 
believed  he  was  right.  And  on  this  subject,  he 
said,  others  might  think  as  they  pleased,  but  he 
felt  a  strong  conviction  that  the  adoption  of  the 
cash  system  would  promote  not  only  the  interest 
of  the  General  Government,  and  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  but  the  substantial  and  perma- 
nent interest  of  the  Western  country. 

Mr.  R.  said,  that  the  question  was  not  whether 
the  plan  for  selling  the  public  lands,  now  proposed 
as  a  substitute  for  the  one  in  operation,  was  unex- 
ceptionable, or  would  effectually  prevent  the  re- 
currence of  all  the  abuses  and  difficulties  which 
it  was  acknowledged  had  resulted  from  defects  in 
the  latter,  but  only  whether  it  be  more  perfect,  and 
better"  suited  to  the  purposes  for  which  the  old  sys- 
tem was  established. 

He  said,  that  the  Senate's  bill,  like  all  other 
human  productions,  however  perfect  in  theory, 
would  no  doubt  in  its  execution  be  found  liable  to 
some  objections.  But  these,  he  felt  sure,  would  be 
comparatively  insignificant ;  and  he  thought  that 
the  proposed  law  was  not  only  better  than  the  ex- 
isting one,  but  as  perfect  as  the  experience  of 
twenty  years  and  the  circumstances  ot  the  times 
and  the  country  would  enable  Congress  to  make  it. 

He  said,  that,  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  it  had 
been  urged  that  the  present  system  was  a  vcnera- 
hle  one,  and  not  to  be  changed  unless  practical 
men  should  pronounce  the  change  necessary.  He 
did  not  profess  to  be  a  very  "practical  man,"  or  to 
know  more  on  this  subject  than  others,  but  he 
thought  that  no  one  should  be  denounced  as  a  rash 
or  unskilful  innovator,  who  should,  after  an  experi- 
ment of  twenty  years,  endeavor  to  correct  abuses 
and  prevent  difficulties  which  it  had  disclosed, 
and  which  might  produce  consequences  which,  if 
not  averted  by  timely  interposition,  might  embar- 


rass the  Government  and  disturb  society.  He 
thought  that  if  the  system  which  had  been  in  ope- 
ration twenty  years  was  known  to  be  defective,  it 
should  be  amended  ;  and  that,  if  the  argument  of 
innovation  was  applicable  now,  it  never  would  be 
inapplicable.  As  to  "practical  men,"  he  said,  he 
did  not  precisely  comprehend  its  import.  But  he 
supposed  that  tnose  who  had  observed  and  felt  the 
operation  of  the  present  system,  from  its  adoption 
until  now,  might  be  considered  sufficiently  "  practi- 
cal" for  all  the  purposes  of  the  bill ;  and,  although 
he  was  unwilling  to  adopt  the  opinions  of  others, 
merely  because  he  might  consider  them  "practical 
men,"  he  would  tell  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see (Mr.  Jones)  that  he  believed  the  most  practi- 
cal men  in  the  United  States,  on  land  subjects, 
were  in  favor  of  the  change  proposed  in  the  bill 
under  consideration.  He  would  ask,  who  was 
more  "  practical "  on  all  subjects  that  concerned 
the  public  lands,  than  a  late  Senator  from  Ohio? 
(Mr.  Morrow.)  And  whose  opinions  had,  and 
deserved,  more  universal  influence?  He  had  been 
well  called,  by  a  Senator  from  Kentucky,  in  a  dis- 
cussion on  this  subject  last  session,  (Mr.  Critten- 
oen)  the  Falinurus  of  the  Senate.  And  was  it  so 
soon  forgotten  that  he  wished  to  make  the  adop- 
tion of  the  system  now  proposed  the  last  act  of  his 
long  political  life  ?  That  he  felt  and  avowed  the 
necessity  of  reforming  the  present  system  ?  And, 
said  Mr.  R.  the  voice  of  the  people  will  applaud 
him. 

By  the  law  now  in  operation,  said  Mr.  R.,  the 
public  lands  are  sold  in  quantities  not  less  than 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  at  a  price  not 
less  than  two  dollars  per  acre,  one-fourth  paid  at 
the  time  of  sale,  and  the  remainder  in  four  years  ; 
with  interest,  if  not  punctually  paid,  and  the  land 
forfeited  if  the  whole  consideration  be  not  paid  in 
five  years.  The  bill  before  the  Committee  pro- 
poses to  sell  the  public  lands  for  cash,  at  a  price 
not  less  than  one  dollar  twenty-five  cents  per  acre, 
and  in  tracts  containing  not  less  than  eighty  acres. 

The  first  system,  he  said,  having  been  tried 
twenty  years,  was  ascertained  to  be  defective. 
The  last  is  intended  to  remedy  the  defects  of  the 
first,  which,  it  was  believed,  might  be  effectually 
and  safely  done.  The  first,  it  was  true,  had  been 
prepared  with  great  care,  and  was  considered, 
when  adopted,  better  adapted  than  any  other  that 
could  be  devised  to  the  ends  for  which  it  was  in- 
stituted. These  ends  were,  1st,  revenue;  and  2d, 
the  promotion  of  the  general  and  substantial  in- 
terests of  society,  by  extending  population,  and 
encouraging  industry,  and  the  domestic,  social,  and 
civic  virtues.  But,  said  he,  consistently  with  those 
purposes,  it  is  ascertained  that  it  cannot  be  fully 
executed.  The  experience  of  twenty  years  had 
demonstrated  its  inefficiency,  and  its  tendency, 
from  abuse  and  accident,  to  consequences  unfore- 
seen and  mischievous.  Instead  of  proving  a  sure 
resource  of  revenue,  he  believed  that,  ere  long,  the 
Treasury  could  not  rely  on  it ;  instead  of  meliorat- 
ing the  condition  of  the  poor,  it  had  been  fre- 
quently an  instrument  in  the  hands  of  the  rich,  by 
which  they  were  enabled  to  oppress  them  and 
enrich  themselves ;  instead  of  strengthening  the 


c 


Aprii^  1820. 


Salts  of  PmUic  Lands. 


H.  OP  R. 


I  Union,  and  enriching  the  country,  he  feared  that, 
1^  if  persisted  in,  it  would  tend  to  weaken  the  one, 
j  and  embarrass  the  other  ;  instead  of  increasing  the 
resources  of  the  West,  he  believed  it  would  tend  to 
their  subduction ;  in  short,  he  believed  that  it 
could  not  long  be  continued  in  operation,  without 
I  creating  the  most  unpleasant  embarrassments  in 
the  Government,  and  among  the  people.  That  it 
was  defective,  he  said,  he  believed  all  acknowledg- 
ed. But,  in  regard  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  its 
defects,  their  operation,  and  ultimate  tendency, 
and  their  remedies,  there  was  a  diversity  of  opin- 
ion. However,  for  all  his  purposes,  it  would  only 
be  necessary  to  show  one  radical  defect,  and  that 
the  proposed  substitute  would  remedy  it,  without 
producing  any  bad  effects  that  legislation  could 
prevent. 

This  radical  defect,  he  said,  he  found  in  the 
credit  given  to  the  purchaser,  and  he  believed  that 
the  most  serious  difficulties  that  had  occurred,  or 
would  occur,  under  the  operation  of  the  credit  sys- 
tem, might  be  ascribed  to  the  credit. 

Mr.  R.  said  that  he  should  not  venture  to  state 
that  the  revenue  had  been  diminished  by  the  sale 
of  public  lands  on  credit.  It  was  impossible  to 
ascertain,  with  certainty,  whether  there  had  been 
diminution  in  its  amount,  as  the  cash  system  had 
never  been  tried  ;  but,  he  would  venture  to  predict 
that  there  would,  in  a  few  years,  be  a  loss  inevita- 
bly, unless  the  bill  before  the  Committee  should 
become  a  law.  It  was  well  known,  he  said,  that 
applications  had  been  made,  by  purchasers  of  pub- 
lic lands,  for  many  years  successively,  for  indul- 
gence, and  that  laws  had  been  repeatedly  passed, 
exempting  from  forfeiture  lands  which  had  been 

Eurchased  on  credit,  and  for  which  the  purchasers 
ad  failed  punctually  to  pay.  This  kind  of  indul- 
fence  had  almost  become  a  matter  of  course.  It 
ad  been  extended,  with  a  few  exceptions,  annual- 
ly, for  more  than  tin  years.  He  believed  it  had 
never  been  refused,  and  he  doubted  whether  it  ever 
would  be.  A  bill  had  been  engrossed  this  morn- 
ing, extending  the  indulgence  one  year  longer ; 
and  it  was  obvious  that  a  similar  law  must  pass 
at  the  next  session,  and  for  many  consecutive  years, 
or  the  debtors  for  the  public  lands  must  be  subject- 
ed to  great  distress,  and  many  of  them  to  ruin. 
Mr.  R.  said  tliat  he  did  not  wish  to  be  understood 
as  intimating  thai  the  indulgences  heretofore  given 
were  unneces.sary  or  improper.  On  the  contrary, 
he  was  sure  that  they  had  been  proper,  and  that  it 
would  be  necessary  to  renew  them.  But,  he  thought 
that  that  jwlicy  must  be  unwise  which  subjected 
the  National  Legislature  and  the  people  to  such 
vexatious  embarrassments,  and  that  any  system 
which  required  such  temporary  and  mitigating  ex- 
Dedients  in  its  operation,  must  Ix?  radically  de- 
fective. The  necessity  of  continued  indulgence 
indicated  very  clearly  the  necessity  of  changing 
the  system  which  produced  it.  Indeed,  said  he*  ' 
every  argument  that  has  been,  or  could  'be,  urged 
in  favor  of  indulgence,  tends  strongly  to  show 
the  propriety  of  refusing,  in  future,  that  credit, 
which  has  rendered  such  arguments  proper  and 
necessary. 
He  said  that  he  had  heard  it  frequently  stated. 


and  his  friend  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Jones)  had 
reiterated  it,  that  the  accumulation  of  the  debt  for 
the  public  lands,  and  the  inability  of  the  debtors 
to  discharge  it,  resulted  from  temporary  and  acci- 
dental causes,  and  that  it  was  not  probable  that 
the  indulgence  thereby  rendered  necessary  would 
long  be  required. 

He  would  not,  he  said,  enter  into  an  examina- 
tion of  those  circumstances  alluded  to  by  the  gen- 
tleman m  support  of  that  opinion,  because  their 
character  rendered  a  minute  investigation  of  them 
unnecessary.    He  thought  it  easily  demonstrable 
that  the  causes  of  the  accumulation  of  the  debt 
were  neither  accidental  nor  temporary :  they  existed 
in  the  nature  of  the  system,  and  would  continue 
to  produce  their  results  as  long  as  it  should  be  kept 
in  operation.     The  circumstances  mentioned  by 
the  gentleman  may  have  had  some  influence  on  the 
extent  of  the  increase,  but  if  they  had  never  oc- 
curred the  debt  would  have  grown,  and  indulgence 
have  been  necessary.     The  debt  had  been  gradu- 
ally accumulating  lor  many  years  :  in  good  times 
and  m  bad  times,  and  under  all  circumstances.     ' 
It  could  not  reasonably  be  expected  that  a  man 
who  should  be  able  to  pay  only  the  first  instalment 
for  a  tract  of  land,  could  transplant  himself  and 
family  in  the  Western  wilds,  open  a  farm,  build 
his  houses,  support  his  family,  and  be  able  in  four 
years  to  save,  by  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  as 
much  as  would  pay  the  remaining  three-fourths  of 
the   consideration.      Under  the   most   auspicious 
circumstances,  some  of  the  purchasers  must  una- 
voidably become  delinquent.     But  if  misfortune 
or  calamity  should  fall  on  the  public  debtor,  or  the 
currency  should  be  deranged,  or  the  seasons  un- 
pronitious,  or  the  market  for  agricultural  products 
dull  or  unprofitable,  how  would  the  debt  be  punc- 
tually discharged  ?    But,  ^aid  he,   add  to  these 
considerations  the  exorbitant  prices  which  the  ad- 
vantages of  credit  tempt  the  speculator  to  promise, 
(and  which  is  the  most  fruitful  source  of  accumu- 
lation,) and  which  it  is  impossible  that  he  can 
ever  pay,  and  how  inevitable  is  the  growth  of  the 
land  debt?     It  must  continue  to  increase  as  long 
as  credit  shall  be  given. 

Such  a  system,  said  he,  liable  to  so  many  con- 
tingencies, must  be  intrinsically  defective.  It  could 
not  long  be  continued  in  operation  without  defeat- 
ing the  ends  of  its  institution.  It  could  not  be  ex- 
ecuted. He  would  not  say  that,  if  persisted  in,  it 
would  eventually  create  a  debt  so  large  that  it 
never  could  be  paid  ;  but  he  would  say,  and  was 
bound  to  believe,  that  the  debt  would  become  so 
much  augmented,  that  its  entire  collection  would 
be  difficult,  remote,  doubtful,  and  perilous.  And 
he  should  not  attempt  to  disguise  his  apprehension 
that  It  never  would  be  entirely  collected  ;  or,  if 
collected,  that  it  would  be  donc'under  circumstan- 
ces which  would  prove  that  it  would  have  been 
better  that  it  had  never  been  either  contracted  or 
coerced.  He  felt  compelled  to  believe  that,  if  the 
credit  be  continued  much  longer,  the  Government 
would  necessarily  lose  a  great  part  of  the  proceeds 
of  sales,  or  would  have  to  secure  them  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  best  interests  of  the  Union. 
He  was  unable  to  perceive  how  such  a  dilemma 


f 


!| 


i 


i:« 


I 


h 


1871 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1872 


H.  OP  R. 


Sales  of  PtMie  Lands. 


April,  1820. 


could  be  avoided.  The  people  could  not  pay  the 
debt  now  due :  that  debt  must  increase;  the  causes 
are  permanent,  and  the  effects  inevitable.  When, 
and  how,  he  asked,  would  it  be  collected  ?  II  it 
will  be  difficult  or  impossible  to  collect  twenty-two 
million,  how  much  more  so  will  it  be  to  collect, 
with  safety,  one  hundred  million  ?  Will  you,  said 
he,  refuse  further  indulgence,  and  thereby  subject 
the  land  to  forfeiture  ?  Then,  pas>ing  by  other 
consequences,  you  distress  and  ruin  many  of  the 
purchasers ;  and,  in  that  event,  it  will  have  been 
unfortunate  for  them  that  you  had  given  them 


particularly,  be  more  prosperous  and  independent 
if  credit  had  never  been  given  on  the  public  lands? 
Would  it  not  be,  in  relation  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, out  of  debt? 

But,  m  addition  to  the  objections  he  had  men- 
tioned, he  said  there  were  manv  others  to  the  land 
credit.  It  deceived  and  embarrassed  the  pur- 
chaser; it  compelled  him  frequently  to  promise  too 
high  a  price  for  his  land ;  it  tempted  him  to  eo 
beyond  his  means;  it  placed  the  occupant  in  the 
power  of  the  non-resident  speculator,  and  it  sub- 
jected the  purchasers,  of  every  description,  to  the 


credit.  If  you  refuse  indulgence,  confusion,  disaf-  control  of  circumstances  which  they  could  not 
fection,  and  oppression,  will  follow  :  if  you  grant  j  foresee  or  avert,  to  the  caprice  of  fortune,  and  to 
it,   the   Government   loses   revenue.     Gentlemen    the  mercy  of  Government. 

might  choose  their  alternative.  But  it  was  cer-  |  The  purchaser,  said  he,  if  there  were  no  credit, 
tainly  the  province  of  an  enlightened  policy  to  ;  would  not  have  to  complain  of  the  vitiated  paper 
prevent  this  dilemma,  when  it  might  be  possible,  currency,  nor  to  reproach  the  Government  with 
by  opportune  interposition.  This,  he  thought,  was  refusing  to  receive  of  him  such  depreciated  paper 
now  practicable ;  hut  no  one  could  say  how  long  |  as  he  had  been  compelled,  in  his  transactions,  to 
it  would  be  so.  And  if  by  such  interposition  the  ;  receive;  nor  would  the  capitalist  be  able  to  un- 
Government  should  sell  its  lands  for  thirty-four  !  house  the  poor  man,  with  his  family,  who  had  en- 
cents  per  acre  less,  (the  difference  between  cash  {  hanced  the  value  of  the  soil  by  improvements,  and 
payments  under  the  two  systems,)  it  will  be  more  I  who,  without  his  fault,  had  become  unable  to  pay 
than  compensated  by  certainly  getting  the  whole  j  the  whole  price  for  it  punctually  ;  nor  would  the 
amount  of  sales.  i  cars  of  Congress  be  assailed  with  reports  of  nefa- 

Mr.  R.  said  that  it  was  useless  to  talk  to  him  of ,  rious  speculations,  in  fraud  of  the  Government, 
the  security  the  Government  possessed,  by  holding  I  and  to  the  injury  of  the  poor.  Look,  said  he,  to 
the  title  to  the  land.  This  security  was  only  nom-  I  Alabama.  What  but  credit  was  the  cause  of  the 
inal.  For,  while  by  holding  it  with  a  heavy  and  I  exorbitant  prices  bid  there  for  land,  or  of  the  great 
ruinous  debt  impending  over  your  land  debtors,  .  speculations  that  had  been  there  made  and  at- 
you  keep  them  comparatively  in  a  state  of  depend-  tempted  ?  Would  not  many  who  purchased  there 
ence  and  tenancy,  you  will,  at  the  same  time  be  ;  be  unable  to  pay?  Was  not  the  magnitude  of  the 
unable  or  unwilling  to  evict  them,  and  sell  their  debt  alarming?  He  did  not,  he  .saidT  wish  to  pur- 
houses  to  hungry  speculators  and  strangers.  But,  sue  this  part  of  the  subject;  he  had  no  doubt  he 
if  you  should,  it  would  be  an  event  that  might  be    was  sufficiently  understood. 

deenly  felt  and  long  deplored.  ,      Mr.  R.  here  observed  that  the  objections  to  the 

The  home  of  a  freeman,  said  he,  is  dear  to  his  j  credit  system  which  had  most  influence  with  him, 

heart;  it  is  sacred  ;  it  is  the  centre  of  his  affections  j  were  of  a  character  different   from   those  which 

and  of  his  happiness;  it  is  the  sanctuary  of  his    were  merely  financial  or  personal,  and  of  infinitely 

wife  and  children  ;  it  is  consecrated  by  being  his    more  consequence  in  the  view  of  wise  policy  and 

home,  and  often  endeared  to  him  by  being  the  i  enlightened   patriotism.     They  grew  out  of  the 

birthplace  of  his  little  ones.     Will  you  venture,  for  |  moral  and  political  tendencies  of  credit  between 

a  paltry  consideration,  to  tear  this  from  him,  and  i  the  people  and  their  Government.     This  was,  he 

thereby  strike  into  wild  and  discordant  commotion  I  said,  an  embarrassing  topic  ;  but  his  duty  would 

all  those  tender  things?     He  felt,  he  said,  that  he  '  not  excuse  its  pretermission.     He  could  not  avoid 

was  touching  a  delicate  subject,  on  which  it  would    it.     It  lay  across  his  way.     He  should,  therefore, 

be  painful  to  dilate:  he  would  therefore  not  pur-  \  give  his  opinion  in  regard  to  it  without  disguise. 

sue  It,  but  content  himself  by  having  hinted  at  it,        History,  and  a  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  re- 

and  barely  opening  the  door  to  the  view  of  some  '  publican 'government,  proved,  that  the  relation  of 

of  the  conswiuences  that  would  attend  the  credit    creditor  and  debtor  ought  not  to  exist  between  the 

system.         .,.,,.  !  Government  and   the  people.     It  begets  obliga- 

Mr.  R.  said,  that  all  his  observation  and  experi-    tions,   and    interests,   and    feelings,   incompatible 

ice  taught  him  to  believe  that  any  permanent  ;  with  the  genius  of  free  institutions.     If  the  citizen 

must  stand  in  that  relation  to  his  Government,  it 
is  best  that  he  should  be  the  creditor.  If  he  stand 
in  the  attitude  of  debtor,  his  interest  may  not  be 
the  interest  of  the  Government,  and  his  feelings 
may  not  always  be  in  accordance  with  his  duty. 


ence 


system  of  credit,  national  or  individual,  was  per- 
nicious. It  was  unnatural  and  seductive,  and  gen- 
erally brought  on  those  concerned  in  its  operations, 
distress,  and  not  unfrequently  ruin.  It  was  na- 
tionally a  Pandora's  box.     ^V  hat  else,  he  asked, 

was  the  more  fruitful  source  of  the  distress  with  Bui  the  objections  to  such  a  relation  are  greatfy 
Which  the  people  of  the  United  States  were  now  |  multiplied  and  strengthened  when  it  is  permitted 
so  much  afflicted  ?  And  what  else  is  the  cause  of  to  exist  between  the  Government  and  entire  com- 
the  magnitude  of  the  land  debt,  and  its  concomi-  |  munity,  or  a  large  portion  of  the  whole  population, 
twat  embarrassments  ?  Would  not  the  people  now  ,  It  is  then  that  the  Government  may  be  compelled 
be  in  a  better  condition  if  it  had  never  been  in-  I  to  feel  its  impotency  and  the  supremacy  of  those 
atiiged?    And  would  not  the  Western  country,  i  passions  which  it  was  instituted  to  control.     And 
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it  is  then  that  it  maybe  in  danger  of  degenerating 
into  a  government  of  men  and  not  of  laws ;  of 
passions,  and  not  principles;  of  arbitrary  force, 
and  not  enlightened  public  opinion. 

He  said,  that  it  had  been  very  seldom  the  policy 
of  governments  to  encourage  or  permit  this  odious 
and  dangerous  relation  permanently;  and  most  of 
those  that  ever  did.  had  left  .striking  memorials  of 
its  impolicy.  In  Great  Britain  it  exists  to  a  great 
extent;  and  there,  it  is  true,  it  is  not  deprecated 
by  those  who  administer  the  Government,  but  is 
considered  as  the  bulwark  of  the  constitution.  It 
fortifies  the  Government,  by  making  it  the  interest 
of  the  opulent  and  the  influential  to  maintain  it. 
In  this  mercenary  way  public  sentiment  is  stifled, 
and,  instead  of  being  endangered,  the  Government 
is  almost  impregnably  entrenched  behind  wealth 
and  aristocracy.     ""       "       •     —     •      ■     ■ 


H.  OP  R. 


undivided  on  the  side  of  the  Union.  The  Union 
of  the  States,  he  said,  was  the  first  object  of  the 
Constitution.  Nothing  should  be  encouraged  that 
weaken  its  ties.  They  are  few  and  weak  enough. 
Local  feelings  and  sectional  jealousies  were  already 
sufficiently  strong  and  numerous.  He  feared  it 
might  be  unsafe  to  increase  them.  It  might  do  mis- 
chief; it  could  not  possibly  do  good.  He  repeated, 
that  he  did  not  mean  to  insinuate  that  the  Western 
debt,  if  augmented  to  even  one  hundred  millions, 
would  endanger  the  Union.  He  could  not  utter 
such  a  sentiment ;  but  he  did  mean  to  say  that 
such  a  debt  would  inevitably  tend  to  inspire  feel- 
ings, and  generate  interests,  at  war  with  the  fun- 
damental principles  of  union.  He  hoped  that  then? 
would  always  Ijc  too  much  virtue  and  good  sense 
m  society  to  permit  any  circumstances  to  produce 


Therefore^  in  England,  the  pub-  '  such  an  awful  catastrophe  as  dissolution, 
he  debt  is  considered  a  public  blessing.  1      But  he  was  an  unsafe  guardian  of  the  Constiiu- 

But,  for  the  same  reasons,  he  believed  that,  in  tion  who  would  do,  or  permit  to  be  done,  while  he 
free  Governments,  it  would  be  considered  the  could  prevent  it,  any  thing  that  might  provoke 
OTcatest  curse.  What  would  be  the  condition  of  |  any  attempt  or  even  inclination,  towards  its  de- 
England,  if,  instead  of  being  the  debtor,  she  was  ;  struction.  Mr.  R.  said  he  felt  devoted  to  Western 
'  the  creditor  of  her  subjects?  Who  would  then  be  interests,  and  had  great  confidence  in  Western  vir- 
,the  ministerial  champions?  Who  would  preserve  tues,  moral  and  political ;  but,  on  a  national  ques- 
;the  Government  from  revolution?  tion,  which  should  be  decided  on  national  princi- 

Mr.  R.  said  that  he  did  not  mean  to  argue  that  pies,  he  would  be  guilty  of  dereliction  of  duty  if 
I  the  creation  of  a  large  land  debt  would  eventuate  j  he  were  to  act  under  the  influence  of  local  or 
[in  the  disruption  of  our  happy  Confederacy,  but  sectional  feelings.  He  was  not  so  Godwinian  in 
its  tendencies  would  be  towards  disunion.  If,  said  j  his  opinion  of  human  nature,  nor  so  Utopian  in  his 
he,  in  England,  it  is  necessarv  to  the  existence  of'  political  principles,  as  to  legislate  on  the  supposed 
[the  Government  that  it  should  be  deeply  indebted  ;  perfectibility  of  the  one,  or  the  practical  intallibil- 
to  its  subjects,  he  would  submit  it  to  serious  con-  I  ity  of  the  other.  Legislation  should  be  adapted  to 
sideration,  whether,  in  the  United  States,  the  1  men  and  things  as  they  are,  and  every  legislator 
Union  would  be  strengthened,  or  cemented,  by  j  should  regard  the  passions  as  well  as  the  virtues 
permitting  the  citizens  to  be  largely  indebted  to  !  of  human  nature.  Why  was  it,  said  he,  that  man- 
?^«  Cto^^om^"*;    ^  I  ners  govern  laws  ?     Why  was  it  that  Solon,  when 

I  If,  in  England,  the  indebtedness  of  the  people  to  asked  whether  his  laws  were  as  perfect  as  he  could 
;the  Government  would  endanger  its  stability,  !  make  them,  replied,  that  they  were  as  good  as  the 
Svould  it  be  wise  or  safe  to  maintain  the  converse  j  people  would  bear  ? 

0f  the  proposition  here  ?  He  thought  no  argu-  '  Mr.  R.  said,  that  the  people  of  the  West  were 
knent  could  be  derived  from  the  peculiar  character  |  attached  to  the  Government :  he  did  not  wish  to 
bf  the  American  institutioiTs  or  people  sufficiently  see  that  attachment  alienated.  They  were  patri- 
tetrong  to  render  it  good,  or  even  prudent  policy  otic :  he  did  not  wish  to  have  that  patriotism 
^ere,  to  encourage  or  permit  a  large  body  of  the  chilled  by  a  system  of  public  policy  which,  he 
community  to  become  largely  indebted  to  the  feared,  if  persisted  in,  might  have  that  effect.  Their 
Government.  On  the  contrary,  he  believed  that  feelings,  said  he,  are  with  the  Union:  do  not  pro- 
ft  practical  or  philosophic  view  of  the  peculiar  |  voke  indiffeience ;  do  not  excite  their  jealousies 
Contexture  of  the  American  institutions,  would  |  or  their  fears,  but  encourage  their  confidence,  by 
^how  that  such  an  experiment  would  be  as  peril-  j  deserving  it.  Then,  indeed,  they  would  always 
ous  here  as  elsewhere.  In  this  free  country,  said  ;  be  found  among  the  first  in  your  councils  and  in 
Mr.  R..  public  opinion  is  the  substratum  of  the  j  your  fields.  Then  you  do  not  weaken,  but  strengthen 
political  fabric,  and  the  attachment  and  confidence  |  the  ligaments  that  bind  the  body  politic,  and  foil 
of  the  people  the  cement  which  increases  its  '  diffuse  health  and  vigor  through 'the  system. 
«rength  and  preserves  its  symmetr}'.  Without  i  But,  said  he,  how  different  may  be  its  condition 
the  support  of  the  first,  the  whole  superstructure  I  if,  by  continuing  the  credit  system.  Congress  should 
Is  prostrate;  forfeit  the  last,  and  the  fairest  and  |  compel  the  West,  in  self-defence,  to  oppose,  in  a 
post  sacred  temple  of  liberty  on  earth  is  in  dilapi-  ;  body,  the  passage,  or  resist  the  execution  of  laws 
dation.  Itis  not  indestructible.  It  depends  more  j  which  it  may  be  the  interest  and  wish  of  the  East 
On  moral  than  political  principles.  j  to  enact  and  to  enforce;  should  give  the  East  an 

The  peculiar  confortnation  of  the  Federal  Gov-  '  engine  with  which  they  might  annoy  and  oppress 


^rnment  being  "  imperium  in  imperio,"  enhanced 
the  value  of  public  sentiment,  and  rendered  it  more 
necessary  to  the  stability  of  Constitutional  author- 
ity that  popular  confidence  should  be  preserved, 
and  the  whole  moral  strength  of  the  body  politic 


the  West,  and  should  distract  and  pervert  the  pub- 
lic councils,  and  array  the  East  and  the  West 
against  each  other  ?  Should  this  state  of  thing.s 
ever  occur,  (and  that  it  must,  sooner  or  later,  un- 
der the  present  system,  if  continued,  seemed  to  him 
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as  iaevitable  as  the  decrees  of  fate,)  no  man  could 
shut  his  eyes  to  the  consequences  that  must  follow. 
He  would  not  portray  them  ;  but  the  effect  that 
would  be  produced  on  the  feelings  and  policy  of 
the  West,  and  on  the  legislation  of  Congress,  not 
to   look  to  ulterior  results,  must  be  seen   by  all 
who  were  acquainted  with  human  nature,  or  the 
history  of  the  world.     Would  not  the  West  be  in- 
terested  deeply  in   indulgence,   while   the  other 
members  of  the  Union  might  be  inclined,  or  even 
necessitated,  to  coerce   payment  ?     Might  not  a 
Western  prty  be  created,  (and  it  would  be  formi- 
dable.) with  anti-national  mterests  and  feelings  ? 
Would  not  the  people  of  the  West  expect  and  re- 
quire indulgence  ?    Might  they  not  be  willing,  or 
compelled,  to  make  sacrifices  to  obtain  it  ?     If  op- 
posed, might  they  not  be  exasperated  ?     If  defeated, 
might  they  not  feel  it  their  duty  to  resist  ?    Might 
not   indulgence   become  a  prominent  feature  in 
Western  policy  ?    Might  not  members  of  Congress 
be  elected  solely  with  a  view  to  the  indulgence? 
Might  they  not  be  willing  to  make  legislative  com- 
promises to  attain  the  only  end  of  their  election  ? 
Would  not  the  East  have  an  ascendency,  almost 
irresistible,  over  the  West  ?    From  such  a  humili- 
atinff  and  perilous  predicament,  Mr.  R.  said  he 
would,  while  it  was  yet  possible,  rescue  the  West- 
ern country.     The  mammoth  land  debt,  if  permit- 
ted to  grow,  would  be  sufficiently  calamitous  if  it 
should  only  lead  to  some  of  the  consequence!  at 
which  he  had  hinted.     Such  consequences  it  was 
the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  endeavor  to  avert. 

He  knew,  he  said,  that  he  would  be  told,  that 
the  people  of  the  United  States  were  too  virtuous 
and  enlightened  to  permit  a  sectional  debt,  how- 
ever large,  to  influence  their  political  feelings  or 
conduct.  But  he  was  not  yet  prepared  to  believe 
that  human  nature  was  so  far  sublimated  in  the 
United  States,  as  to  be  exempt  from  the  influence 
of  interest,  passion,  or  ambition.  He  said  that,  if 
any  illustration  were  necessary  to  show  the  effect 
of  aland  debt  on  legislation,  and  local  parties,  an 
experiment  had  been  made  in  Kentuckv,  which 
furnished  a  very  apposite  exemplification.' 

In  that  State  there  was  a  large  body  of  the  peo- 
ple indebted  to  the  Government  for  lands  pur- 
chased south  of  Green  river,  on  credit.  The  debt 
has  been  due  many  years ;  but  at  every  session  of 
the  Legislature  indulgence  had  been  granted  since 
the  debt  became  due.  Members  had  been  elected 
to  the  Legislature,  with  instructions  to  obtain  a 
further  indulgence.  A  promise  to  procure  it,  or 
the  belief  that  they  would  make  all  necessary 
efforts,  was  generally  a  ''sine  qm  nw"  to  their 
election.  The  Green  river  country  had  become 
very  strong,  and  its  indulgence  had  become  a  sort 
of  party  question— a  political  hobby.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  it  has  been  frequently  the  subject  of 
"legislative  compromise,"  the  consideration  for 
other  laws,  and  other  laws  the  consideration  for 
that.  He  believed  that  it  was  now  considered 
almost  a  matter  of  course  and  of  right.  He  had 
no  doubt  that  it  had  frequently  been  granted 
against  the  free  consent  of  the  Legislature,  and 
nad  been  the  means  of  passing  laws  that  other- 
wise would  not  have  been  enacted.     The  State 


had  not  got  the  debt  in ;  he  had  doubts  whether  it 
ever  would,  the  prospect  being  no  better  now  than 
it  was  many  years  ago. 

He  said  tnat  he  believed  that  the  Green  river 
indulgence  had  been  sometimes  necessary,  and  he 
did  not  know  that  it  was  not  even  yet  proper  • 
but  he  had  alluded  to  it  to  show  the  effect  of  a 
land  debt  on  revenue,  on  party  elections,  and  on 
legislation.  If,  said  he,  such  have  been  the  fate 
and  the  effects  of  a  Green  river  land  debt  in  Ken- 
tucky, what  must  be  the  consequences  in  the 
United  States  of  a  Western  debt  ?  Are  the  citi- 
zens south  and  north  of  Green  river  less  united  in 
interest  and  feeling  than  the  people  west  and  east 
of  the  Alleghany  mountains?  Are  the  citizens 
of  Kentucky  less  attached  to  their  State  constitu- 
tion than  the  Western  people  are  to  the  General 
Government?  He  said  that  the  nature  of  the 
Confederacy  would  prove  that  a  Federal  land  debt 
was  infinitely  more  mischievous  than  any  State 
debt,  under  any  circumstances,  on  account  of  the 
magnitude  of  the  debt,  and  the  confliction  of  po- 
litical interests,  and  feelings,  and  obligations,  not 
merely  m  the  West,  but  in  the  East,  and  the 
North,  and  the  South. 

He  said  that,  if  he  should  be  compelled  to  select 
any  portion  of  the  population  of  the  United  States 
to  defend  the  Union,  in  any  emergency,  he  should 
look  to  the  West. 

He   concurred   fully  with  his  colleague,   (Mr. 
Brown,)  that  the   people  of  the  West  were  as 
much  devoted  to  the  general  interests  of  the  Union, 
and  would  make  as  many  sacrifices  to  maintain 
them,  as  any  other  portion  of  the  American  popu- 
lation ;  and,  if  it  would  not  be  deemed  invidious, 
he  would  say  more.     They  have  given  many,  and 
signal  proofs  of  it.     But  this,  he  said,  was  no  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  the  credit  system — a  system  that 
would,  in   its  ultimate   tendencies,  conflict  with 
those  national  feelings  that  now  animated  them — 
but,  on  the  contrary,  was  a  persuasive  one  against 
it.     Havinfj  now  the  warm  and  cordial  support  of 
the  West,  it  would  not   be  wise  to  persist  in  a 
course  of  measures  that  must  inevitably  tend  to 
stifle  those   moral   impulses  which  prompted   it. 
He  would   invigorate  the   arm,   and  distend    the 
heart  of  Western  patriotism;  and    not   paralyze 
the  one  and  contract  the  other;  or  nerve  the  one 
and  steel  the  other  against  the  common  interests. 
He  would  repeat  that  he  did  not  believe  that,  if 
the  land  debt  should  increase  to  any  amount,  the 
Western  people  would  resist,  by  force,  its  collec- 
tion, or  desire  the  subversion  of  the  Government 
to  avoid  its  payment.     But  he  asked  if  it  could 
be  prudent,  in  a  government  depending  for  its  ex- 
istence and  support  on  public  opinion,  to  make  it 
the  interest  of  the  people  to  embarrass  its  regular 


operations,  or  resi^t  its  laws?  And,  said  he, 
might  not  a  large  debt,  hanging  over  one  moiety 
of  the  nation,  create,  throughout  the  whole,  inter- 
ests, and  feelings,  and  conduct,  not  calculated  to 
advance  the  happiness  of  ihe  people,  or  strengthen 
Constitutional  authority  ? 

Every  Government  that  ever  had  to  encounter 
a  large  popular  debt,  had  felt  it  to  be  a  potent  and 
unwieldy  adversary.     Why   did   Lycurgus    and 
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SoIqd  abolish  all  debts,  in  the  organization  of 
their  systems  of  government?  Why  did  the  Ro- 
man plebeians,  after  being  oppressed  by  their 
patrician  creditors,  raise  the  standard  of  revolt, 
and  retreat  to  Mons  Sacer  ?  And  why  did  the 
patricians  ultimately  submit  1  And  what  were 
the  progress  and  effects  of  the  long  struggle  ?  If, 
said  he,  the  land  debt  be  permitted  to  accumulate, 
and  its  enforcement  be  attempted,  the  West  may 
not  resist;  they  may  not  murmur;  they  may  not 
evince  sensation  ;  but  the  debt  might  not  be  col- 
lected ;  and  he  did  not  wish  to  see  the  experiment  i 
made.  There  was  no  necessity  to  make  any  ex-  ! 
periment  on  the  temper  of  the  West.  They  would 
never  willingly  "  give  up  the  ship ;"  they  would 
never  secede,  unless  provoked  by  those  who  ought 
to  be  their  friends.  And,  if  they  ever  should  re- 
treat to  the  sacred  mountain,  he  hoped  there 
would  be  at  least  one  Menenius  and  one  Valerius 
among  them,  who  would  be  able  to  rally  them 
again  under  the  standard  of  the  Union. 

But  it  could  not  be  the  interest  of  the  United 
States  to  persist  in  a  system  which  could  produce 
any  consequences  which  it  was  the  duty  of  every 
enlightened  and  patriotic  statesman  to  prevent;  a 
system  that  would  engender  discord  and  party 
feuds,  and  excite  jealousies  and  discontents,  and 
perhaps  insubordination. 

Every  consideration  which  could  operate  on  his 
mind,  he  said,  strengthened  his  conviction  that 
the  credit  system  could  not  be  executed,  or,  if  exe- 
cuted, that  it  would  do  much  mischief.  In  its 
execution,  it  would  defeat  some  of  the  ends  for 
which  it  was  established  ;  and  he  thought  it  re- 
quired no  argument  to  show,  that  a  system  whose 
operations  were  incompatible  with  its  designs,  and 
subversive  of  the  first  purposes  for  which  govern- 
ment was  instituted,  and  which  counteracts  the 
policy  of  wise  legislation,  ought  to  be  abolished. 
That  the  credit  system  was  such  an  one,  he  had 
endeavored  to  show.  It  ought,  therefore,  he 
thought,  to  be  repealed,  if  one  le.ss  exceptionable 
could  be  substituted.  He  thought  that  the  bill 
under  consideration  furnished  such  an  one.  It 
remained,  therefore,  for  him  to  offer  some  reasons 
to  show  that  the  mode  proposed  was  better  than 
that  in  operation. 

Mr.  R.  said  that,  if  he  had  been  successful  in  his 
attempt  to  prove  tha*  the  credit  system  was  defec- 
tive because  it  was  a  credit  system,  it  would  be 
unnecessary  to  consume  time  by  an  effort  to  show 
that  the  cash  system  was  preferable,  so  far,  because 
it  was  a  cash  system.  As  the  strongest  general 
considerations  which,  in  his  opinion,  conduced  to 
show  the  superiority  of  the  cash  over  the  credit 
system  had  already  been  anticipated  in  his  endea- 
vor to  exhibit  some  of  the  objections  to  credit  in 
the  foregoing  part  of  his  argument,  he  would  not 
reiterate  them.  If  he  had  shown  the  defectiveness 
of  credit,  it  would  necessarily  follow  that  the  pro- 
posed system  was,  quo  ad  Aoc,  preferable. 

Upon  that  ground  he  was  willing  to  rest  the 
comparative  merits  of  the  two  systems,  so  far  as  it 
might  depend  on  the  two  leading  and  characteris- 
tic features  of  credit  and  cash.  These  were  so  im- 
portant and  controlling,  that  a  comparison  of  the 


more  minute  traits  was  unnecessary;  because, 
whatever  might  be  its  resulLs,  ihey  could  have  no 
influence  in  the  decision.  But,  if  such  a  compar- 
ison could  be  at  all  material,  he  was  sure  it  would 
result  in  showing  the  superiority  of  the  existing 
system  in  every  feature  in  which  they  differed. 

The  principal  of  these,  in  addition  to  the  credit 
and  cash,  were  the  minimum  quantity  of  land  and 
of  price.  The  reduction  of  each  in  the  bill  under 
consideration,  was  intended  to  remove  the  objec- 
tions that  had  been  urged  to  the  substitution  of 
cash  for  credit.  And  in  this  it  was  singularly  and 
completely  successful. 

He  thought  it  was  fair  to  conclude  that  the  bill 
ought  to  pass.  That  it  ought  there  could  be  no 
doubt,  unless  objections  could  be  urged  to  it  more 
formidable  than  those  to  which  the  existing  law 
was  liable,  or  arguments  against  it  stronger  than 
those  which  were  pressed  against  the  latter. 

He  said  he  had  heard  only  two  objections  to 
the  proposed  system.  First,  that  it  would  oppress 
the  poor  man,  by  giving  the  capitalist  and  specu- 
lator an  unreasonable  and  unjust  advantage  over 
him.  Second,  that  it  would  retard  the  population, 
and  diminish  the  influence  of  the  Western  coun- 
try. He*  believed  no  other  objections  that  were 
even  plausible  had  been  or  could  be  made ;  and 
these  he  considered  by  no  means  formidable.  He 
thought  that  a  very  slight  examination  would  be 
sufficient  to  show  that  they  were  both  evanescent. 
He  expected  results  from  the  cash  system,  in  its 
operation  on  the  poor,  the  rich,  and  the  W^estern 
country,  the  opposite  of  those  apprehended  by  its 
opposers,  which  he  would  endeavor  briefly  to  ex- 
hibit, in  the  course  of  the  notice  he  should  take  of 
the  objections. 

But  it  should  not,  said  Mr.  R.,  escape  notice 
that,  if  the  objections  are  in  them.selves  true,  they 
constitute  no  sufficient  argument  to  prevent  the 
passage  of  the  bill.  For,  if  the  interest  of  the  Gov- 
ernment and  of  the  body  of  the  people  require  its 
passage,  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  demand  or 
permit  its  rejection,  merely  because  a  particular 
class  of  the  community,  or  district  of  country,  might 
be  injured  by  it.  Otherwise,  all  legislation  would 
not  only  be  nugatory,  but  unjust ;  because  every 
general  law,  however  much  it  may  promote  the 
interests  of  the  majority,  must  be  incompatible 
with  some  individual  rights  or  interests  in  society. 
Therefore  the  political  axiom,  that  private  inter- 
ests should  be  sacrificed  on  the  altar  of  the  public 
good,  would  be  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  objec- 
tions, if  they  were  founded  on  correct  hypotheses. 

But,  he  said,  if  it  were  material  to  take  more 
particular  notice  of  the  objections,  he  thought  it 
was  as  nearly  demonstrable  as  any  moral  or  political 
proposition  from  its  nature  could  be,  that  the  cash 
system  would  not  only  diminish  and  embarrass 
speculation,  but  promote  the  interests  of  the  poor, 
and  the  pennanent  and  substantial  welfare  of  the 
Western  country. 

He  believed  that  no  other  system  would  tend 
more  to  those  results,  unless  it  should  be  one  by 
which  the  public  lands  should  be  gratuitously  dis- 
tributed. And  for  such  a  one  he  was  unwilling  to 
believe  that  there  would  be  any  serious  advocates. 
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If  there  were  any  such  he  would  recommend  to 
them  the  immediate  abrogation  of  the  credit  sys- 
tem, and  the  substitution  of  an  agrarian  law.  But, 
said  he,  the  public  land  being' a  common  fund! 
and  Congress  bcinjj  its  depository,  it  is  their  duty 
to  dispose  of  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  promote  the 
common  interest.  They  are  bound  by  their  trust 
to  sell  it,  and  to  those  who  can  pay  for  it.  And 
he  thought  it  could  not  bematterof  complaint  that 
Congress,  and  not  any  particular  class  of  private 
individuals,  should  prescribe  the  terms  of  sale,  and 
that  such  terms  should  be  offered  as  would  produce 
the  most  general  good.  Neither  the  poor  nor  the 
rich  have  any  right  to  complain,  if  credit  should 
be  refused.  If  they  are  unwilling  to  purchase  the 
public  lands  on  the  terms  proposed,  they  will  re- 
lain  their  money,  and  the  public  its  land,  and  no 
injury  is  done  to  either. 

By  the  poor,  he  said,  he  understood,  as  regards 
the  argument,  not  that  class  of  society  who  are  in 
a  state  of  pauperism,  but  those  who  are  compara- 
tivelr  in  a  state  of  mediocrity,  and  are  unable  to 
purchase  land  for  any  other  purix)se  than  to  oc- 
cupy it.    Under  the  credit  system,  a  man  who  has 
no  money  cannot  purchase;  to  be  able  to  buy  pub- 
lic land,  he  must  have  funds,  and  as  much  as  will 
be  required  by  the  cash  system.     Gentlemen,  he 
said,  had  argued  against  the  bill  as  if  they  believed 
that,  under  the  credit  system,  a  poor  man  with- 
out money  could  purchase  a  home,  and  that,  there- 
fore, he  will  be  excluded  from  all  participation  in 
purchases  of  public  lands.     But  he  is  already  ex- 
cluded.    Who  can  purchase  now  that  may  not 
buv,  and  as  easily,  under  the  cash  system  ?     Who 
will  be  excluded  ?     Not  the  man  without  money ; 
he  cannot  purchase  now.     i\ot  the  man  who 'is 
now  barely  able  to  pay  the  first  instalment  for  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  at  the  minimum  price- 
for  he  would  proceetl  to  show  that  the  same  indi- 
vidual might  purchase  with  more  certainty  and 
more  to  his  advantage,  under  the  proposed  system. 
Under  the  existing  law,  a  man  cannot  pu'rcha.se 
tor  himself  a  home,  even  if  there  were  no  compe- 
tition, unless  he  is  able  to  advance  eighty  dollars  • 
and,  if  he  be  a  prudent  man,  he  will  not' purchase 
at  all,  if  that  eighty  be  the  whole  amount  of  hi^ 
pecuniary  resources  ;  for,  before  he  can  procure  a 
title,  he  must  pay  two  hundred  and  forty  dollars 
more,  in  three  instalments,  or  forfeit  his  land,  with 
his  eighty  dollars  advanced,  if  he  should  be  unable 
to  make  punctual  payment  of  the  whole  price      If 
the  credit  should  tempt  him  to  make  the  purchase 
under  the  exnectation  of  making  money  to  dis- 
charge the  debt  he  incurs,  or  of  indulgence  if  he 
should  fail,  he  subjects  himself  to  loss  and  embar- 
rassment that  may  result  from  accident,  or  from  the 
fluctuation  and  depreciation  of  the  currency  and 
places  himself  in  the  power  of  the  usurer,  the  Specu- 
lator, and  the  Government.    The  land  would  not  be 
his,  and  he  could  not  be  considered  an  independent  i 
citizen,  in  the  sterling  imjwrt  of  those  words.    The 
•ittle  pittance  he  may,  by  industry  and  economy  | 
be  able  to  save,  he  cannot  consider  his  own  until ! 
he  shall  hare  paid  for  his  land  ;  the  land  is  not  his 
onw  he  can^t  his  patent ;  he  may  be  dependent 
on  the  capitalist  for  moner  to  procure  the  title  and 


save  his  home  from  forfeiture,  or  must  supplicate 
the  indulgence  of  Congress ;  and,  at  last,  after  hav- 
ing removed  his  family  many  hundred  miles,  and 
improved  land  which  he  considered  his  own,  either 
the  hungry  speculator  may  take  it  from  him,  or  the 
humanity  of  the  Government  must  interpose  And, 
if  he  should  die  before  he  shall  have  made  com- 
plete payment,  he  leaves  his  helpless  family  in  a 
strange  and  foreign  land,  without  a  home. 

But  the  credit  induces  speculators,  as  well  as 
others,  to  bid  a  higher  price  at  the  sales  than  would 
be  given  in  cash,  and  frwjuently  more  than  the 
value  of  the  land  ;  hence,  the  poor  man,  with  his 
eighty  dollars,  is  almost  entirely  excluded  from  the 
sales.  He  is  afraid,  or  unable,  to  compete  with 
the  rich  man,  or  with  the  speculator.  The  conse- 
quence is,  that  the  rich  and  adventurous  monopo- 
lize the  best  land,  and  leave  only  the  refuse  to  the 
other  class. 

The  speculator  buys  as  much  land  as  he  can 
inake  the  first  payment  for,  under  the  expectation 
of  being  able,  before  the  expiration  of  five  years, 
to  sell  it  for  a  higher  price.     He  has.  by  law,  five 
years,  within  which  to  make  this  experiment,  and 
as  much  longer  as  he  can  prevail  on  Congress  to 
indulge  him  ;  hence,  it  so  often  happens  that  the 
first  is  the  list  payment,  and  that  indulgence  be- 
comes so  necessary  and  so  frequent,  and  that  the 
land  revenue  fails.     If  the  purcha.ser  for  specula- 
tion can,  while  the  Government  will  indulge  him, 
sell  the  land  to  the  man  who  wants  a  home,  but 
who  was  not  able  to  bid  against  him  at  the  public 
sale,  at  a  higher  price  than  he  promised,  by  giving 
long  credit,  he  transfers  his  certificate,  and  inter- 
poses the  poor  man  between  himself  and  the  Gov- 
ernment, with  liability  to  pay  the  remaining  in- 
stalments, with  all  the  accumulation  of  interest, 
and  with  all  other  liabilities  incident  to  the  credit. 
If  he  cannot  sell  for  more  than   he  promised  to 
give,  he  repejits  his  application  to  Congress  for  in- 
dulgence, and  they  continue  to  grant  it.     But,  if 
It  should   be  refused,  and  the  land  forfeited,  the 
adventurer  will  only  have  lost  the  amount  of  the 
first  payment  which  he  had  advanced. 

What  better  tenns  can  the  speculator,  said  he, 
desire?  What  can  more  encourage  speculation,' 
or  oppress  the  poor  and  honest  man,  than  the  credit 
system?  It  increases  the  facilities  and  induce- 
ments to  speculation ;  it  increases  the  means  and 
number  of  speculators.  This  is  observed  every 
day.  Alabama  speaks  a  language  that  cannot  be 
misunderstood. 

But,  Mr.  R.  said,  the  eash  system  now  offered  is 
better  for  the  honest  purchaser,  not  only  because  it 
enables  him  to  get  land  with  more  certainty  and 
with  more  security,  and  better  land,  but  because  it 
would  put  it  in  his  power  to  get  it  cheaper,  for 
two  reasons — 1st.  The  minimum  price  is  less; 
and,  2d,  land  will  sell  on  credit  for  a  price  higher 
than  the  cash  value,  by  more  than  the  interest  of 
that  value. 

Under  the  proposed  system  a  man  can  purchase 
eighty  acres  of  land  if  he  can  pay  one  hundred 
dollars :  he  gets  his  patent,  and  has  a  home.  He 
is  an  independent  citizen,  not  in  the  power  of  the 
capitalist  or  the  Government,  in  regard  to  his  title. 


1881 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1882 


Aprii^  1820. 


Sale$  of  Public  Lands. 


H.  or  R. 


Even  if  credit  would  not  enhance  the  price,  it  is, 
inevertheless,  a  fact  worthy  of  notice,  that,  under 
the  cash  system,  a  purchaser  can  buy  a  home  for 
only  one-fifth  more  than  the  fourth  of  the  credit 
price,  which  fourth  must  be  advanced.  It  is  true 
that  he  will  only  get  half  the  quantity,  but  he  does 
not  give  half  the  price ;  and  the  smallness  of  the 
tract  is  no  objection,  but  a  strong  argument  in 
favor  of  the  proposed  system,  as  it  regards  the 
poor.  For  thereby  a  man  will  be  enabled  to  pro- 
cure a  home  who  could  not,  or  ought  not,  to  at- 
tempt it  now;  and  those  who  can  purcha.se  more 
than  the  minimum  quantity  will  have  the  libejty 
to  do  so. 

But,  the  best  land  is  sold  at  the  public  sales  to 
the  highest  bidder,  and  the  credit  will  cause  it  to 
sell  for  a  higher  price  than  it  would  for  cash  by 
at  least  one-fifth.  This  is  the  difference  between 
the  price  of  eighty  acres  purchased  under  the  cash 
system,  and  the  fourth  olthe  price  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  on  credit.  The  consequence  is,  that  a 
man  will  be  able,  under  the  proposed  system,  to 
buy  eighty  acres  at  public  sale  for  the  amount  of 
only  one-fourth  of  the  price  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  on  credit.  In  the  one  case  the  purchaser  has 
parted  with  a  certain  sum  of  money,  and  obtained 
m  exchange  a  title  to  eighty  acres  of  land  ;  in  the 
other,  he  has  disbursed  the  same  sum,  as  only  one- 
fourth  of  the  price  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
to  which  he  has  no  title,  and  for  which  he  cannot 
obtain  a  patent  until  he  shall  have  paid  the  re- 
maining three-fourths.  Which  would  the  poor, 
the  honest,  the  freeman  prefer?  Could  there  be 
any  hesitancy  in  the  option  ?  Would  he  not  choose 
the  cash  system  ?  And  would  not  the  speculator, 
for  the  same  reasons,  prefer  the  credit  system  ? 
I  But,  said  Mr.  R.,  it  has  been  urged  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Jones,)  that,  by  re- 
miiring  cashj  too  much  power  is  given  to  money  ; 
Ithat  the  capitalist  will  buy  all  the  good  land,  be- 
cause the  poor  man  will  be  unable  to  bid  against 
him  beyond  the  small  sum  he  may  have.  This 
argument,  he  said,  was  more  plausible  than  sound, 
and  had  been  already  anticipated  and  answered! 
But  the  imj>osing  manner  in  which  it  had  been 
exhibited  entitled  it  to  a  direct  reply. 
I  Money,  said  he,  will  have  power  as  long  as  it  is 
money.  It  is  that  which  gives  it  value.  Its 
power  cannot  be  destroyed  without  destroying  its 
value.  But  he  felt  sure  that  its  influence  in  rela- 
tion to  the  public  land,  and  its  purchasers,  will 
not  be  auj^iented,  but  greatly  diminished,  by  the 
Ipassage  ol  the  bill  under  consideration,  by  the  re- 
duction which  it  would  effect  in  the  number  of 
speculators,  and  the  extent  of  their  purchases. 
The  credit  increases  the  number  of  speculators, 
|and  the  extent  of  their  purchases,  in  a  ratio  of  at 
least  three  to  one,  and  reduces,  in  a  correspondent 
'ratio,  the  number  of  other  purchasers,  and  the  ex- 
tent of  their  purchases.  Under  the  credit  system 
a  speculator,  with  fifty  thousand  dollars,  will  at 
the  minimum  price,  purcha.se  one  hundred  thou- 
sand acres  of  land,  the  amount  of  his  money  being 
safficient  to  complete  the  first  instalment  on  that 
quantity.  Under  the  cash  system,  he  will  be  able 
to  purchase  only  forty  thousand  acres.    The  same 


quantity  of  money,  then,  will  purchase  almost 
three  times  as  much  land  under  the  credit,  as  it 
will  under  the  ca.sh  system.  The  advantages  of 
credit  to  purjwses  of  speculation  will  give  the  same 
sum  the  power  to  purchase  the  full  triple  quantity. 
To  purchase  one  hundred  thou.sand  acres  under 
the  cash  system,  there  will  be  required  five  men 
with  ^25,000  each  ;  under  the  credit  system  it 
will  be  purchased  by  two  men  with  the  same  sum. 
If  credit  did  not  increase  the  price,  then  two  spec- 
ulators can  monopolize  as  much  land  under  the 
credit  system  as  five  men  can  under  the  cash  sys- 
tem ;  and  the  same  quantity  of  money  in  circula- 
tion would,  therefore,  increase  the  number  of  spec- 
ulators, and  the  extent  of  their  purchases,  in  the 
proportion  of  five  to  two,  by  allowing  credit;  and, 
as  before  stated,  the  effect  of  credit  would  swell 
the  number  to  the  proportion  of  three  to  one.  Can 
any  one,  said  he,  fail  to  perceive  the  effect  which 
credit  has  in  increasing  the  number  and  power 
of  speculators,  and,  thereby,  the  power  of^  their 
money  ?  Will  not  the  poor  man  have  a  greater 
number  of  competitors?  Will  there  not  be  less 
land  left  for  him  to  purchase  ?  And  will  not  his 
chances  of  buying  good  land  be  diminished  ?  And 
would  not  the  number  of  purchasers  for  use  be 
greatly  diminished,  and.  thereby,  the  population  of 
the  West  be  retarded  ?  Under  the  credit  system, 
the  capitalists  can  monopolize,  with  the  same  sum, 
more  land  than  they  could  for  cash,  in  the  propor- 
tion of  a  hundred  to  forty.  The  capital,  then, 
which  would  purchase  100,000  acres  on  credit, 
would,  on  cash  payment,  leave  60,0<X)  acres  unap- 
propriated, which  the  settlers  could  purchase  witn- 
out  competition  with  the  non-resident  moneyed 
men.  As  to  that  part  of  the  argument  which  as- 
sumes that,  in  a  contest  for  a  particular  tract  of 
land,  an  advantage  is  given  to  the  rich  over  the 
poor  man  by  requiring  cash,  he  said  that  the  same 
objection  would  apply  with  equal  force  to  credit. 
For,  if  the  poor  man  could  not  compete  witli  the 
rich  man,  after  he  had  gone  in  his  bid  to  the  ex- 
tent of  his  funds,  when  the  whole  amount  is  to  be 
advanced,  he  must  be  in  the  same  predicament  if 
only  one-fourth  of  the  amount  be  required.  In 
the  latter  case,  after  he  had  been  forced  up  by  the 
capitalist  to  as  much  as  he  could  pay  the  first  in- 
stalment of,  he  could  bid  no  higher.  But  the  ob- 
jection, he  said,  would  have  much  more  force  in 
it  if  urged  against  the  credit  system ;  because,  by 
requiring  cash,  the  number  of  speculators  is  re- 
duced, and  most  of  their  schemes  and  contrivances 
baffled. 

If  any  further  illustration  on  this  subject  were 
necessary,  he  said  that  the  gentleman  who  made 
the  objection  had  himself  furnished  a  very  striking 
one.  That  gentleman  had  said,  that,  it  the  cash 
system  should  be  adopted,  the  United  States  would 
never  collect  the  debt  due  for  land  which  had  been 
sold,  because  that  system  would  depreciate  the  value 
of  the  land  for  which  the  debt  was  contracted. 

This  argument,  said  he,  is  a''/elo  de  «f ;"  it  cuts 
its  own  throat.  For  why  will  the  cash  system 
tend  to  depreciate  the  land  sold  under  the  credit 
system?  It  is  because  it  gives  more  advantages 
to  the  purchaser ;  because  it  is  a  better  system  for 
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the  purchaser.  This  is  the  reason,  and  the  only 
one.  It  does  give  more  advantages  to  the  pur- 
chaser; not  the  speculator,  but  the  man  who  may- 
desire  to  buy  for  his  own  use;  it  gives  him  more 
good  land  to  make  his  choice  in,  at  a  less  price, 
with  less  competition,  with  more  certainty,  and 
less  embarrassment. 

Mr.  R.  said  that  every  view  he  could  take  of 
the  subject  helped  to  show  that  the  objection  to 
the  cash  system,  which  was  founded  on  the  asser- 
tion that  it  will  not  be  so  advantageous  to  the  poor 
man,  is  indefensible,  and  that  the  system  was 
strongly  recommended  by  the  advantages  it  se- 
cured to  all  classes  of  purchasers,  except  the  spec- 
ulators. These  could  not  entirely  be  put  down  ; 
to  frustrate  them  is  only  a  secondary  object.  But' 
if  it  were  a  primary  one,  a  more  effectual  method 
than  the  cash  systern  could  not  well  be  devised. 

The  only  remaining  topic,  he  said,  %vas  the  ef- 
fect that  the  cash  system  would  produce  in  the 
Western  country.     He  repeated,  that  its  effect  on 
the  substantial  interest  of  the  West,  would  be  ben- 
eficent.   But,  if  It  should  be  detrimental,  by  check- 
ing population,  he  could  not,  for  that  cause  alone, 
vote  against  it.     The  effect  could  not  change  his 
opinion  of  duty,  but  would  only  tend  to  diminish 
his  solicitude  for  the  passage  of  the  bill.     He  did 
not  come  here  to  legislate  for  any  particular  section 
of  country,  or  portion  of  people  of  the  Union,  but 
tor  the  whole.     The  laws  which  his  vote  might 
contribute  to  pass,  would  operate  on  all,  and,  there- 
fore, it  was  but  right  that  the  wishes  and  interests 
ol  all  should  be  consulted.     As  a  citizen,  he  mi^ht 
delight  to  obey  the  dictates  of  his  local  feelinas^'or 
personal  wishes,  but,  as  a  legislator,  he  was  bound 
to  submit  his  conduct  to  the  guidanceof  other  and 
higher  considerations. 

But,  he  said,  that,  if  he  were  at  liberty  to  act  on 
seifash  principles  to  promote  local  interests,  it  would 
^  his  hrst  and  paramount  duty  to  look  to  his  own 
btate,  and  to  confine  his  views  within  her  peri- 
phery.    For,  if  he  represented,  exclusively,  any 
local  interest,  it  was  that  of  Kentucky.     And  if 
5uch,  he  said,  were  his  condition,  and  such  his  duty 
and  it  were  true  that  the  cash  law  would  check 
Dopulation,  he  would  not  hesitate  to  support  the 
bill :  he  would  hail  its  passage  with  acclamations 
ot  joy.     I.  or,  what  would  more  promote  the  pros- 
perity of  Kentucky,  than  a  system  which  would 
stop  that  efflux  of  money  and  of  population,  which 
had  already  so  much  exhausted  her,  and  which 
was  the  effect  of  the  system  in  operation  ?     In  so 
tar  as  the  cash  system  would  diminish  migration 
and  sales,  it  would  tend  to  diminish   the  drain  of 
people  and  of  money  from  Kentucky.     But    he 
said,  he  was  sure  that  the  law  would  not  have  any 
deleterious  operation  on  Western  interests,  by  check- 
ing any  population  or  preventing  any  s.ilt-s  that 
would  redound  to  the  advantage  of  the  West      If 
his  only  object  were  the  aggrandizement  of  the 

nrt '        ^'l^^'^  ^"^^^   ^'''  •'•     He  believed    that 
uoih,ng  which  Congre.ss  could   do  by  legislation 

TnA.i  T'*"  ^^V^'^'^'y  promote  the  pro>peritv  and 
"iQJDendence  of  the  West.  »      ^      ■" 

exDr«,S'"\^'-^![°™  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Jone8,)  had 
expressed  astonishment  that  the  VVestern  members 


should  differ  in  their  opinion  on  this  subject.  He 
said,  he  felt  as  much  surprise  at  it  as  the  gentleman 
could  feel.  He  could  not  perceive  how  the  appre- 
hension could  be  entertained  by  a  Western  man, 
that  the  cash  system  would  injure  the  Western 
country.  He  was  as  much  devoted  to  Western 
interests  as  any  of  its  Representatives.  He  claimed 
it  as  his  duty  to  be  so.  He  had  been  charged,  ob- 
liquely, since  it  was  known  that  he  was  in  favor 
of  the  cash  system,  with  anti-Western  feelings  and 
policy.  He  was  as  sensitive  on  this  subject  as  on 
any  other ;  and  he  would  not  say  he  was  impertur- 
bable, but  he  would  say  that  such  charges  or  in- 
sinuations fulminated  from  the  press  or  the  stump 
could  not  alter  his  opinion.  •   • 

He  was  not  to  be  driven  from  his  purpose,  or 
deterred  from  doing  his  duty  by  denunciation,  or 
a  threat  of  defection  of  friends.  He  said  he  re- 
spected, as  much  as  any  Representative  should  do, 
the  deliberate  and  temperate  voice  of  public  sen- 
timent. But,  he  believed  that  public  sentiment,  in 
Kentucky,  was  de<;idedly  in  favor  of  the  cash  sys- 
tem. However,  he  must  say,  that  the  only  way 
to  change  his  vote  was  to  change  his  opinion. 

Did  his  colleagues,  he  asked,  suppose  that  they 
gave  evidence  of  more  attachment  to  the  West  by 
their  votes,  than  he  felt  ?    He  hoped  they  would 
do  him  the  justice  to  believe  that  he  was  as  much 
devoted  to  the  West  as  any  of  its  citizens.     Why 
should  he  not  be  ?     He  had  as  great  a  stake  beyond 
the  mountains  as  any  other  man,  and   he  was 
bound  to  the  West  by  as  many  and  as  tender  ties. 
Was  it  not  the  country  of  his  birth — the  home  of 
"  wife,  children,  and  friends  ?"  Did  it  not  embosom 
all  that  he  held  most  dear?    And  did  it  not  con- 
tain the  sacred  spot  in  which  the  relics  of  his  father 
reposed  ?     He  could  yield  to  none  in  devotion  to 
its  soil  and  its  interests.     He  loved  it  not  only  in- 
stinctively, because  it  was  his  birthplace  and  his 
home,  but  rationally,  because  it  was  the  fairest  por- 
tion of  the  globe.     Its  soil  is  luxuriant,  its  climate 
salubrious,  its  population  is  virtuous  and  hospitable, 
its  men  are  brave,  and  its  women  chaste.     Bound 
to  him  by  such  ties,  and  thus  deserving  his  affec- 
tion, he  would  never  desert  its  cause.    As  long  as  he 
should  continue  in  its  service,  he  would  be  faithful 
to  its  interests — he  would  advocate  and  promote 
them,  and  he  believed  he  was  doing  it  by  support- 
ing the  cash   bill ;  for  he  believed  that  the  West 
never  would  attain  the  hi^h  destinies  before  it,  if 
the  system  of  credit,  which  had  already  so  much 
embarrassed  and  enfeebled  it,  should  be  continued. 
Why  IS  it,  said  he,  that  that  country  is  now  so 
much   in  debt?     Why  is  the  balance  of  trade  so 
much  against  it  ?     Why  its  currency  so  much  de- 
ranged and  depreciated  ?     Why  such  a  languor 
pervading  that  rich  and  resourceful  country  ? 

He  knew  that  these  were  the  effects  of  more 

causes  than  one  ;  the  general  system  of  credit  was 

one ;  but  he  had  no  doubt  that  one  of  the  most 

prolific  sources  of  the  calamities  with  which  the 

West  is  afflicted,  is  the  credit  on  the  public  lands. 

This  had  tempted  men  to  go  beyond  their  means, 

and  contract   debts  which  they  could  not  pay  ;  it 

had  depreciated  the  Western  paper  currency,  and 

had  tended  to  augment  and  vitiate  that  currency. 


Could  any  one  fail  to  see  its  operation  in  producing 
these  effects  ?     He  would  ask  his  colleagues  whe- 
ther the  Western  country  would  not  now  be  in  a 
better  condition,  if  there  never  had  been  any  credit 
given  in  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  ?     Would  it 
not  be  more  independent,  and  have  more  and  bet- 
ter money  ?     Would  it  not  owe  S22,000,000  less  ? 
He  said  that  that  country  never  could  be  restored  to 
its  naturally  healthy  and  prosperous  state,  as  long 
as  such  an  immense  debt  is  suspended  over  it.     It 
lies  on  it  like  an  incubus ;  it  paralyzed  its  best  fiscal 
and  moral  energies.     Was  it  not  desirable  to  ex- 
tricate it  from  this  condition  ?     Was  it  not  the 
duly  of  its  friends  to  make  the  effort  ?     He  said  that 
heaid  notknowany  thingwhich  Congress  could  do, 
that  would  tend  more  to  this  result,  than  tHe  adop- 
tion of  the  cash  system.     That  will  prevent  the 
accumulation  of  the  debt,  and  tend  to  correct  and 
restore   the   Western   currency.     If  it  should  be 
adopted,  those  who  might  migrate  from  the  East, 
and  transplant  themselves  in  the  West,  would  buy 
only  as  much  land  as  they  could  pay  for  ;  the  pur- 
chase money  they  would  carry  with  them  from  the 
East,  and  all  they  make  on  the  land  for  four  years 
would  add  to  the  resources,  and  swell  the  currency 
of  the  West,  by  being  distributed  among  the  people. 
But,  if  this  system  be  rejected,  then  the  Eastern 
emigrants  will  only  make  the  first  pavment  with 
their  Eastern  funds  ;  they  will  generally  purchase 
as  much  land  as  they  can  make  the  first  payment 
for ;  the  remaining  three-fourths,  for  which  they 
get  credit,  must  be  made  in  the  West,  and,  when 
paid,  abstracted  from  its  resources.     Is  there  not  a 
great  difference  between  adding  the  three-fourths 
to  the  funds  of  the  West,  and  abstracting  them 
from  them  ?     Will  not  the  credit,  then,  always 
oppress  the  West,  render  good  money  scarce,  and 
increase  the  amount  of  bad  money  ?     Under  the 
credit  system,  not  only  is  an  immense  sum  annually 
withdrawn  from  the  West,  which,  under  the  cash 
system,  would  be  retained,  but  that  sum  consists  of 
the  sj>ecie  or  be^t  paper  of  the  West.     The  with- 
drawal of.  this  makes  a  vacuum,  which  must  be 
filled  by  an  augmentation  of  bank  paper.     This 
augmentation  depreciates  and  vitiates  the  currency ; 
this  currency  the  public  debtor  must  take,  but  the 
Government  will  not  receive  it  from  him.     In  ad- 
dition to  those  considerations,  he  said,  it  should  be 
recollected,  that  the  same  quantity  of  land  which 
would  draw  from  the  West  $800,000,  under  the 
credit,  would  only  take  §500,000,  under  the  cash 
system.     Was  he  not  justified  in  saying  that  the 
substitution  of  the  cash  system  would  meliorate  the 
condition  of  the  West  ?     It  would  enable  it  to  owe 
less,  have  fewer  banks,  and  more  money. 

He  said,  there  was  another  aspect  of  the  subject 
entitled  to  the  serious  consideration  of  the  real 
friends  of  the  West.  It  was  the  influence  which 
the  credit  system  would  give  the  East  orer  the 
West.  Some  of  the  causes  of  this  influence  had 
been  sufficiently  explained  in  considering  the  other 
topics  of  discussion.  He  hoped  gentlemen  would 
recollect  them,  and  make  the  proper  application 

of  them. 

He  would  only  add,  that  a  large  Western  debt 
would  give  the  Eastern  politicians,  in  a  struggle 


for  power,  a  powerful  weapon.  It  would  render 
it  impossible  that  the  West  could  have  a  fair  and 
equal  contest.  It  would  be  the  talisman,  whose 
spell,  in  the  hands  of  dextrous  men,  might  be  sub- 
jugation or  dissolution.  Such  men  would  not 
only  have  the  advantage  derived  from  the  debility, 
languor,  and  distress,  which  a  large  debt  would 
produce  in  the  West,  but  they  could  hold  the  ap- 
palling sum  in  terrorem  over  the  devoted  West, 
and  sav  pay  or  submit.    Then,  said  he,  might  you 

.no  AnfnrnaA  iht>  mnvim    '^Ptirr^rf  snihiertis.  dfhfUarr 


see  enforced  the  maxim,  '^Parcere  svhjectis,  cUbellan 
superhos.^^  He  said  he  hoped  that  these  conse- 
quences would  never  be  realized  ;  but,  as  a  West- 
ern man,  he  was  anxious  to  render  their  occur- 
rence impossible,  and  to  rescue  the  W^est  from 
danger  before  it  might  be  too  late.  He  said,  if  he 
were  an  Eastern  man,  and  desired  supremacy  over 
the  West,  and  labored  under  such  a  destitution  of 
principle  as  to  resort  to  legislative  power  to  effect 
It,  he  knew  nothing  whicn  he  would  so  strongly 
advocate  as  the  continuance  of  the  credit  system. 
He  would  make  the  debt  as  large  as  possible.  To 
counteract  such  policy,  he  desired  the  cash  bill  to 
pass;  and,  in  advocating  it,  he  felt  sure  he  was 
vindicating  the  best  interests  of  the  West.  He 
said,  let  the  Western  people  get  out  of  debt,  and 
leave  their  posterity  free,  and  then  they  would 
have  power,  and  wealth,  and  independence.  Na- 
ture had  decreed  it.  They  will  then  preserve  their 
influence,  their  rank,  and  their  public  spirit ;  they 
will  then  move  and  act  in  themajesty  of  their  na- 
tive and  characteristic  independence;  they  will  be 
a  great,  a  powerful,  and  a  happy  people. 

Gentlemen  need  not  fear  the  march  of  Western 
power  or  of  population  would  be  retarded  by  the 
cash  system.  If  the  view  he  had  taken  of  the 
whole  subject  was  correct,  the  effects  of  the  system 
would  be  very  different.  He  could  not  see  how 
the  system  would  impair  the  power  or  diminish 
the  population  of  the  West.  Would  it  impair  the 
strength  of  the  West  to  get  it  out  of  debt,  and  add 
to  its  resources?  Or  would  it  diminish  or  obstruct 
the  current  of  emigration  to  the  West  to  offer  to 
the  emigrants  terms  of  purchase  more  advanta- 
geous to  them  and  to  the  country  to  which  they 
wish  to  go,  than  those  now  offered  ?  Or  would  it 
check  population  to  prevent  the  monopoly  of  large 
tracts  of  good  land  by  speculators,  who  would  not 
settle  on  them?  He  said  that,  if  the  cash  system 
would  prevent  the  emigration  of  any  class  of  citi- 
zens to  the  West,  (which  he  did  not  believe,)  it 
would  be  a  class  that  would  not  be  a  very  valuable 
accession  to  the  strength,  the  morals,  or  wealth  of 
the  West;  but  who  would  only  increase  the  West- 
ern debt,  and  diminish  the  real  and  substantial  re- 
sources of  the  Western  country. 

He  said,  that  the  Western  country  would  popu- 
late soon  enough ;  men  would  go  there  whenever 
it  should  be  their  interest  to  go.  It  was  not  good 
policy  to  invite  or  decoy  them  there  sooner.  Let 
the  principle  of  population  and  the  rules  that  regu- 
late and  control  it  have  their  natural  operation. 
Do  not  endeavor  to  increase  its  fecundity  or  ac- 
celerate its  results  by  artificial  expedients.  It  was 
not  desirable  to  have  a  mushroom  populatioii. 
Let  it  grow  gradually  and  naturally,  and  it  will 
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be  homogeneous,  and  happy,  and  strong.  Let  the 
body  politic  work  its  own  cure,  if  diseased.  There 
is  a  recuperative  spirit  in  it,  rw  vudicatrix  tiatune, 
that  will  preserve  its  health  and  vigor.  He  did 
not  profess  to  know  much  of  political  pathology, 
but  he  thought  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  the 
resources  and  ultimate  power  of  the  West  were 
certain,  if  its  friends  would  forbear  their  prescrip- 
tions and  let  things  regulate  themselves. 

Let  the  population  of  the  West  grow  on  its  own 
natural  resources,  without  tiie  artincial  and  delu- 
sory aid  of  credit.  The  surest  way  to  increase  an 
efficient  population,  which  alone  will  strengthen 
the  resources  and  power  of  the  West,  is  to  expel 
luxury  and  speculation,  by  stifling  their  pander, 
credit,  and  encourage  industry,  virtue,  and  econ- 
omy. The  first  step  towards  this  policy  is  to  ex- 
tricate the  West  from  debt,  with  all  its  parapher- 
nalia; to  confine  its  expenditures  within  its  actual 
mean.s,  and  make  its  citizens  independent  cultiva- 
tors of  the  soil,  and  not  the  tenants  of  the  specu- 
lator or  the  Government.  The  cash  system,  so 
far  as  it  could  operate,  would  tend  to  these  whole- 
some results,  by  distributing  the  lands  in  small 
tracts  among  tne  people  for  their  own  use,  and 
by  frustrating  speculation,  and  preventing  monop- 
olies. He  expected  much  good  from  it;  ne  feared 
no  mischief.  He  could  not  perceive  any  solid  ob- 
iection  to  it.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  it  would 
De  adopted. 

He  had,  in  a  crude  and  unmethodical  manner, 
he  said,  offered  some  of  the  considerations  which 
would  influence  his  vote.  He  had  endeavored  to 
show  that  the  cash  system  was  required  by  the 
fiscal  and  political  interests  of  the  General  Grov- 
ernment,  by  the  advantages  it  would  aflbrd  to  the 
bona  fide  purchaser,  and  by  the  substantial  and 
permanent  welfare  of  the  Western  country.  Whe- 
ther he  had  been  successful,  would  appear  from 
the  decision  of  the  Committee.  Whatever  that 
decision  should  be,  he  would  be  content.  He  had 
discharged  his  duty  to  himself  and  his  country. 
If  he  had  erred,  he  should  be  supported  by  the  ap- 
probation of  his  conscience,  and  the  clearest  con- 
victions of  public  duty  ;  and  he  believed  he  would 
be  sustained  by  the  opinions  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
and  the  verdict  of  posterity.  If  the  bill  should 
pass,  he  hoped  tliat  his  friends,  who  differed  with 
nim  on  this  interesting  subject,  and  especially  the 
Speaker,  (who  would  follow  him  in  debate,)  might 
lire  long  enough  to  witness  and  to  enjoy  the  t^n- 
efits  which  he  believed  would  result  from  it,  not 
only  to  the  Union  and  to  the  poor  and  actual  set- 
tler, but  to  the  great  interests  of  the  West — to  its 
strength,  prosperity,  and  power,  and  to  the  inde- 
pendence and  happiness  of  its  people. 

When  Mr.  Robertson  concluded,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Wedxe^day,  April  19. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Commerce, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  ''An  act  to  establish  the  district  of  Pearl 
River,-'  reported  the  same,  without  amendment, 
and  it  was  conmiitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to-mornnr. 


A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legid 
representatives  of  Gabriel  Berzat,  deceased ;"  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Edmund  McCar- 
ty;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Hunter;" 
'"An  act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  cer- 
tain acts  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer 
Stevens  and  Austm  L.  Sands,  legal  representatives 
of  Richardson  Sands,  deceased,  and  others ;"  and 
'•An  act  authorizing  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
between  the  United  States  and  Richard  O'Brien, 
late  American  Consul  at  Algiers  ;" — in  which 
bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  bills  were  read  twice,  and  referred — 
the  first  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims, 
the  second  to  the  Conunittee  of  Claims,  the  third 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  the  fourtli 
to  the  Committee  of  Commerce,  the  fifth  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims, 
and  the  sixth  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Afiairs. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 
Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred, 
reported  a  bill  to  enable  the  inhabitants  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  to  form  a  frame  of  government ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow.  The  bdl  is  as 
follows : 

Be  it  enacted,  ire.,  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  I>t»> 
trict  of  Columbia  be,  and  th«j  hereby  are,  authorixad 
to  bold  a  convention,  to  determine  whether  it  will  be 
for  their  benefit  to  have  the  rights  of  self-goveroment 
extended  to  them,  so  far  as  the  same  may  constitution- 
ally be  done ;  and,  if  they  shall  be  of  such  opinion,  to 
form  a  frame  of  government,  to  be  submitted  to  Con- 
gress for  their  approbation. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said 
convention  shall  be  composed  of  twelve  representa- 
tives for  the  City  of  Washington,  and  that  part  of  the 
county  of  Washington  east  of  Rock  Creek ;  of  eight 
representatives  for  the  town  of  Georgetown,  and  that 
part  of  the  county  west  of  Rock  Creek ;  and  of  nine 
representatives  from  the  town  and  county  of  Alexan- 
dria. The  said  representatives  to  be  free  white  taxa- 
ble males,  inhabitants  of  said  District,  above  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  who  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  by 
the  free  white  taxable  males,  inhabitants  of  said  Dis- 
trict, above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  on  th«  — — 

day  of next,  under  the  superintendence  of  snch 

judges,  at  such  place  in  each  of  the  said  towns,  and 
subject  to  such  other  directions,  as  the  President  of  the 
United  States  may  prescribe. 

Sac.  3,  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  per- 
sons so  chosen  shall  convene  in  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, at  such  place  as  shall  be  fixed  by  the  President  of 

the  United  Stales,  on  the day  of ,  and  shall 

organize  themselves  by  the  appointment  of  a  presiding 
officer,  and  such  other  officers  as  may  be  necessary. 
A  majority  of  the  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum, 
and  their  proceedings  shall  be  communicated  to  the 
President  of  the  United  Sutes,  to  be  by  him  laid  before 
Congress  at  their  next  session. 

TARIFF  BILL.  ^ 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  submitted  the  following 
resolution  for  consideration :  ,       „., 
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Reaohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  '  that  I  shall  fail  to  express  myself  in  such  manner 
requested  to  communicate  to  this  House  his  opinion  as  the  importance  of  the  subject  requires.  Indeed, 
respecting  the  probable  effects  which  will  be  produced  sir,  nothing  but  the  circumstance  of  my  represent- 
upon  the  Revenue,  should  the  bill  to  regulate  the  du-  jng  a  district,  in  a  high  degree  interested  in  the 
ties  on  imports,  and  for  other  purposes,  now  pending  decision  of  the  question  now  under  discussion, 
before  this  House,  be  enacted  into  a  law.  co\x\i\  have  induced  me  to  make  the  attempt.    Sir, 

This  motion,  and  tiie  proceedings  on  it,  gave  I  have  been  a  witness  of  the  operations  of  thiscre- 
rise  to  a  considerable  debate.  !  dit  system,  as  it  is  called,  ever  since  the  commence- 

Mr.  Brosh  moved  an  amendment,  (but  subse-  ment  of  its  existence,  and  I  must  be  permitted  to 
quently  withdrawn,)  to  instruct  the  Secretary  of  ,  say,  that  the  evils  arising  under  it  have  been  great- 
the  Treasury  to  report  to  this  House  when,  in  his  ly  overrattKl,  and  that  the  results  anticipated  from 
opinion,  Congress  might  be  able  to  terminate  the  its  continuance,  are  not  such  as  are  reasonably  to 
present  session.  be  apprehended.     On  this  subject  there  is,  unaues- 

In  the  discussion  of  this  motion,  some  warmth  tionably,  a  very  great  misapprehension.  Sir,  there 
was  displayed.     In  the  end —  is  no  danffer  of  a  dissolution  of  this  Union  from 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  lay  i  allowingtlie  Western  people  to  purchase  your  lands 
the  resolution  on  the  table ;  and  the  motion  was  ;  on  credit ;  I  trust  I  know  that  people  too  well  to 
agreed  to — yeas  71,  nays  67,  as  follows :  !  give  in  to  such  an  opinion.      Twenty  years'  resi- 

Yeas— Messrs  Abbot,  Adams,  Allen  of  New  York,  aence  among  them  has  convinced  me  that  all  such 
Baker.  Bateraan.Boden.Campbell,  Case,  Clark,  Crafts,  ;  fears  may  safely  be  discarded.  Nor  is  the  debt, 
Crawford,  Cushman,  Dennison,  Dcwitt,  Edwardd  of  now  owing,  of  such  an  enormous  amount  as  has 
Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Fay,  Floyd,  been  supposed  by  some  gentlemen  who  have  spoken 
Folger,  Groas  of  New  York,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  \  on  the  subject.  They  appear  to  consider  the  laws 
York,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  which  have  been  passed,  from  time  to  time,  grant- 
Hibshman,  Hill,  Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Linn,  Mc-  i^g  indulgence  to  purchasers,  as  applying  to  the 
LeanofKentucky,Marchand,  Mason,  .Meigs,  R.Moore,  whole  debt  contracted.  This  is,  indeed,  a  very 
S.Moore,  Morton,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Patterson,  —p^t  error.  The  honorable  Speaker  has  calcu- 
Phelps,  Pitche^  Plumer,  Rich.  Richards.  Richmond,  f^j^^j  ^^^^  jj^e  whole  debt  owing  in  the  triangle 
r.  n.__  D..- o-  w.    ....  o  .    '.»..  "  the  States  of 

the  Territory  of 

the  law  of  the 

present  session,  will  not,  perhaps,  exceed  three  hun- 


Itce,  Wendover,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Wood 

Nits — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Ball, 
Barbour,  Bayly,  Bloomfield,  Brush,  Bryan,  Buffum, 
Burwell,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Louisi- 
ana, Cannon,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crowell, 
Culbreth,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Dickinson,  Earle,  Ed- 
wards of  N.  Carolina,  Foot,  Fuller,  Fullerton,  Gar- 
nett.  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hall  of  North  Carolina, 
Hardin,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Hostettcr,  Jones  of  Virginia, 
Jones  of  Tennessee,  Little,  Livermore,  Lyman,  Mc- 
Coy, McCreary,    Mallary,  Meech,  Neale,    Nelson  of 


tired  thousand  dollars.  This,  calculation,  I  think, 
is  very  likely  a  correct  one,  notwithstanding  it  has 
been  considered  as  vastly  too  low  by  gentlemen 
who  have  replied  to  the  Speaker's  arguments. 

Sir,  I  have  paid  some  attention  to  this  subject, 
and,  although  it  is  impossible  to  come  at  the  exact 
sum,  yet  I  am  convinced  that  the  amount  is  much 
less  than  has  been  supposed — a  sum  entirely  too 
trifling  to  excite  the  alarm  which  appears  to  pre- 
vail in  the  case.     The  whole  amount  owing,  for 


Maasachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Oyerstreet,  Parker  i^^j  purchased  in  the  tract  of  country  to  which  I 
of  Virginia,  Philson,  Pindall,  Rankin.  Reed,  Rhea,  ^^^^  alluded,  is  something  more  than  seven  rail- 
Ringgold,  Settle,  Silsbee,  Sloan.  Slocumb,  B.  Smith  of  jj^^^^  -^^^  hundred  thousand  dollars — a  sura  little 
Virginia,  Stevens.  Swearingen,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  South  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  received  from  the  same  district  for 
Carohna,  Tyler,  Whitman,  and  Williams  of  \  irginia.  1  ^^^^j^  ^^  ^^^  j^^^  ^^^^  ^.^^^^     ^^^  ^^  ^^der  to  judge 

PUBLIC  LANDS.  I  rnore  correctly  on  this  subject,  let  us  examine  the 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  making  further  \  forfeitures  of  the  year  1817,  one  in  which  no  in- 
provision  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands.  ;  dulgence  was  given,  and  we  will  find  that  the 

In  the  further  debate  which  took  took  place  on  }  amount  of  forfeitures  of  that  year  was  twentj- 
this  bill,  the  main  object  of  the  bill  (to  reduce  the  seven  thousand  dollars.  From  my  knowled^  on 
price  of  the  public  lands  from  the  present  price  to  this  subject,  I  know  that  but  a  small  quantity  of 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  and  to  the  land  is  sold  when  exposed  to  sale  for  non-pa)^ 
abolish  credits  thereon)  was  supported  and  op-  i  ment,  but  that  it  reverts  to  the  United  States,  and 
posed  by  the  following  gentlemen :  Affi,nuaXiot —  j  is  stated  in  the  amount  of  forfeitures.  But  suppose 
Messrs.  Anoerson, Barbour,  Hardin,  Slo.^n, and  I  that  one  half  of  it,  in  that  year,  was  sold,  and  the 
Storrs.  JV^ga^ ire— Messrs.  Clav,  Brown,  Bit-  '  amount  not  paid  for  to  be  $60,000,  and  even  suo- 
%  of  Louisiana,  Cook.  Hendricks,  Jones  of    pose  the  average  of  the  three  last  years  at  double 

that  amount,  it  would  only  be  §300,000;  whilst 
gentleimn  have  been  treating  this  question  as  if 
they  had  been  from  year  to  year  granting  indul- 
gence for  "several  millions  of  dollars,  and  as  though 
Uie  several  laws  which  have  bef-n  pas<;ed  have  ap- 

_  ^ plied  to  the  same  purchaser^:  when,  in  fact,  all 

Unaccustomed  to  pubfic  speaking.' 1  am  well  aware  I  the  land  purcha-^ed  prior  to  the  year  1813,  has  ci- 
16ih  Con,  1st  Slss.— 'X* 


LER 

Tennessee,  and  McLean  of  Kentucky. 

Some  other  genilemt-n  incidentally  engaged  in 

the  discussion  on  amendments,  dec. 

Mr.  Sloan,  of  Ohio,  -poke  as  follows — 

Mr.  Chairman  :    It  i>  with  extreme  reluctance 

that  I  rise  to  address  you  on  the  present  occasion. 
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ther  been  paid  off  or  reverted  to  the  United  States, 
and  much  of  that  which  has  been  prevented  from 
forfeiture  by  the  laws  of  1818  and  1819,  has  also 
been  paid  off,  and  is  daily  paying  off. 


been  in  consequence  of  the  situation  of  the  coun- 
try, produced  by  the  measures  of  the  Government. 
It  cannot  have  escaped  your  recollection  that,  dur- 
ing the  war. and  immediately  after  its  termination, 


So  much,  sir,  for  this  va't  debt,  and  the  dangers  the  Government  experienced  very  great  embarrass- 
..Jiich  are  apprehended  from  its  accumulation.  So  |  ment  in  its  fiscal  operations;  that  the  credit  of  the 
much   has  been  said  on  the  subject  of  the  laws 

eranling  indulgence,  that  1  will  bt^g  leave  to  ex-    notes  were  at  ,      ^  ,      .. 

amine,  very  briefly,  the  history  of  the  present  sys-    things,  and  with  a  view  to  remedy  the  evil,  the 

tem,  and  the  cause>  which  led  to  the  passage  of   '^'— '^"^^ 

those  laws,  and  see  whether  the  .^aiiie  objection 
might  not  with  eijual  propriety  apply  to  almost 
every  part  of  our  financial  system.     The  law  lay- 
ing the  foundation  of  the  present  system  of  dispos- 
ing of  the  public  lands,  was  passed  in  1800,  and,  j  .  ,,  . 
for  a  considerable  time,  no  lands,  except  those  in    Treasury  notes,  the  Government  would  receive 
the  State  of  Ohio,  were  brought  into  market.     At    their  notei,  in  payment  for  all  debts  due  to  the  pub- 
ihis  time  the  currency  was  sound ;  we  were  not    lie.     Thu>  it  was,  that  a  credit  was  given  to  all 


which  are  appreheuutu  II will  •.-"VV-- — .••    ~- ,  .--  .         .         •        i  ,   ry 

'  *^  •  .  •     .     /•  .11 Government   was  much    reduced,  and    Ireasury 

notes  were  at  a  great  discount.     In   this  state  of 

L-rv  brTeflv,  the  history  of  the  present  sys-  ^  ,  v  .       -  ,. 

tem  andthecause>  which  led   to  the  passage  of   Treasury  Department  submitted  propositions  to  all 

'  •  ...  1  •     .:-_    jj^p  banks  in  the  Union,  as  well  those  which  had 

received  charters  of  incorporation  from  the  State 
♦Governments,  as  those  established  without  author- 
ity. These  propositions  offered  to  the  banks  that, 
in  case  they  would  agree  to  receive  and  re-isiiue 


then  annoyed  by  banks  in  every  part  of  the  coun- 
try ;  every  kind  of  money  was  then  current,  and 
received  in  payment ;  commerce  was  then  brisk, 
and  payments  were  regularly  made.     This  state  of 
things  continued  without  interruption  until  1808, 
when  the  embargo  took  place;  which  prostrated 
trade,  stopped  nearly  every  kind  of  business,  and 
produced  general  embarrassment;  to  this,  in  1809, 
was  added   the  non-intercourse,  which  continued 
with  little  interruption   until   the  declaration   of 
war  in  1812.     Sensible  of  the  influence  of  this 
state  of  things  on  those  who  were  indebted  to  the 
public.  Congress,  in  1808,  passed  a  law,  extending 
a  credit  on  a  certain  description  of  revenue  bonds, 
and  the  next  year  it  was  extended  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  embargo. 

Having  granted  this  favor  to  the  mercantile 
class  of  our  citizens,  1  presume  it  wa>  considered 
nothing  but  fair  to  extend  equal  indulgence  to  the 
purchasers  of  public  lands,  inasmuch  as  this  gene- 
ral embarrassment  grew  out  of  measure.-*  which 
the  Government  considered  that  the  interest  and 
honor  of  the  nation  required  to  be  pursued.  Ac- 
cordingly in  March,  1809,  a  law  was  p.issed,  giving 
longer  time  to  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  to 
complete  their  payments. 

In  1810  a  law  of  a  like  nature  was  passed  ;  but, 
in  1811,  no  such  law  passed,  and  all  the  lands,  the 
payments  for  which  were  due  in  that  year,  were 
either  sold  or  reverted  to  the  United  States.  In 
1812  and  1813,  laws  similar  to  those  before  enacted 
were  passed,  with  this  exception,  that  tho>e  who  had 
availed  themsel  ves  of  former  laws,  should  not  be  em- 
braced in  them.  The  same  provisions  were  made  in 
the  laws  which  passed  in  1814  and  1815.  In  April, 
1815,  a  law  was  passed  in  favor  of  the  purchasers 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  but  no  law  was  passed 
in  favor  of  purchasers  northwest  of  the  Ohio  until 
1318;  consequently  all  the  lands  on  which  the  pay- 
ments became  due  in  1816  and  1817  were  forfeit- 
ed. Since  which  time  laws  have  yearly  been 
passed,  applying  equally  to  all  parts  of  the  country. 
From  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  will  be  per- 
ceived that  the  debt  now  owing  is  not  of  that  long 
standing  which  some  gentlemen  have  supposed, 
and  that  the  failure  to  pay  has  not  arisen  out  of 
any  disposition,  on  the  part  of  the  purchasers,  to 
rely  on  the  indulgence  of  the  Government,  but  has 


the  banks  of  the  Union,  almost  equal  to  a  charter 
granted  by  this  Government.  In  this  state  of 
things  many  persons  became  the  purchasers  of 
public  lands,  not  doubting  but  that  the  notes  of 
State  banks  would  continue  to  be  received  in  pay- 
ment. The  banking  business  was  not  understood 
by  the  people  at  large,  and  but  few  persons  could  an- 
ticipate the  sudden  explosion  of  that  system,  which 
a  sudden  return  to  specie  payments  produced.  The 
purchaser,  whose  hopes  were  founded  on  the  pros- 
pect of  paying  for  his  land  in  the  paper  of  State 
banks,  was  completely  disappointed,  as  few  of  that 
description  of  notes  have  been,  for  a  great  part  of 
the  time  since  the  resumption  of  specie  payments, 
received.  Thus  situated,  it  has  been  found  impos- 
sible to  meet  the  payments  promptly,  as  they  be- 
came due. 

These  >ir,  are  some  of  the  causes  which  have 
operated  to  produce  the  present  state  of  the  debt 
owing  for  public  lands,  but  which,  I  humbly  con- 
ceive, ougnt  not  wholly  to  be  charg«-d  to  the  im- 
perfections of  the  present  system.      It  has  arisen 
from  causo  which  cannot  oj^erate  on  future  pur- 
chases, and  which,  I  trust,  will  never  again  exist. 
Mr.  Chairman,  1  am  well  satisfied  that  the  pre- 
sent system  is  a  good  one,  and  that  the  fears  enter- 
tained of  the  disastrous  consequences  are  by  no 
mt^ns  well  founded.     I  have  seen  one  of  the  most 
important  States  in  this  Union  grow  up  suddenly 
from  the  wilderne.*^'!,  under  the  influence  of  this 
system;  yet  I  cannot  but  feel  myself  impre-ssed  by 
the  strong  prejudice  that  appears  to  prevail  against 
it.     I  am  well  aware  that  it  is  believed  that  the 
Western  people  have  enjoyed  peculiar  favors,  and 
that  great  speculations  have  been  made  at  the  pub- 
lic expense.     But  let  me  assure  you,  sir,  that  this 
is  not  the  case,  there  is  but  a  very  small  induce- 
ment to  speculation  in  public  lands ;  the  Govern- 
ment is  too  large  a  landholder  for  any  one  to  come 
in  competition  with  it.     Sir,  it  is  the  industry  of 
the  Western  pj'opje  which  has  led  to  any  degree 
of  prosperity  which  they  may  be  iup['0sed  to  enjov. 
I  regret  extremely  that  the  \Ve>tern  pcojjle  sh'.iufd 
be  con>idered  as  wishing  to  live  by  the  bounty  of 
the  General  Government.     I  regret  that  the  dele- 
gation from  the  Atlantic  section  of  tlte  Union  are 
so  much  opposed  to  the  present  land  laws  ;  and  it 
is  this  opjKJsition  which  induces  me  to  consent  to 
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the  change  proposed  in  this  bill.     1  consider  it  of! 
importance  that  all  jealousy  against  the  Western 
country  should  be  allayed:  and,  as  this  bill   pro- 
poses an  equivalent  for  the  credit  heretofore  grant- 
ed, I  may  come  to  a  determination  to  vote  for  it,  i 
and  hope  it  may  pas>.  \ 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  as  follows :       j 
Mr.  Chairman,  it  was  not  my  intention  to  have 
detained  the  Committee  on  this  subject,  although  \ 
an  important  one.  and  one  on  which  the  prosperity 
of  the  Western  country  much  depends.    But,  as  fre-  , 
quent  reference  has  been  made  to  the  mode  adopted  i 
by  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  in  disposing  of 
her  vacant  lands,  and  the  consequences  growing 
out  of  that,  to  prove  the  propriety,  or  rather  the  i 
necessity,  of  passing  the  bill  on  your  table,  and  as 
I  represent  a  part  of  that  section  of  the  State  which  ' 
has  been  settled  under  the  operation  of  the  Ken- 
tucky system,  (as  it  has  been  called.)  and  pre-  ; 
sume  I  am  as  well  acquainted  with  the  operation 
of  that  system  as  my  colleagues  who  have  animad- 
verted  upon  it,  I  hope  1  shall  be  indulged  a  few  ^ 
moments  on  this  important  subject.     Mr.  Chair- , 
man,  what  was  that  system  ?     Before  any  person  \ 
was  permitted  to  locate  a  piece  of  vacant  land, ; 
he  was  required  to  produce  satisfactory  proof,  to  j 
the  proper  authority,  that  he  was  an  actual  and  j 
bona  pit  settler  on  the  land  he  wished  to  enter.    If  j 
he  offered   this  proof,  he  was  entitled  to  a  cerlifi-  ' 
cate  for  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  in  which  was  I 
particularly  described  the  land  he  was  settled  on;  j 
and,  upon  his  paying  into  the  Treasury  at  the  rate  i 
of  twenty  cents  per  acre,  in  four  annual   instal-  i 
ments,  he  was  entitled  to  a  patent  for  his  land,  \ 
agreeably  to  his  survey  made  on  said  certificate. 

The  Legislature  of  Kentucky  app*^ared  to  be 
more  desirous  of  having  the  country  settled  than 
to  make  money  out  of  their  soil,  and  their  expec- 
tations were  fully  realized.  What  has  been  the 
effect  of  this  system  ?  Owing  to  the  inducements 
held  out  to  all  classess,  both  rich  and  poor,  by  the 
low  price  of  the  land,  and  the  easy  terms  of  pay- 
ment, together  with  the  excellent  quality  of^  the 
soil,  the  country  settled  with  a  rapidity  unexam- 
pled. Farms  and  villages  sprung  up  through  the 
country  as  if  by  magic,  and  a  portion  of  that  coun- 
try is  at  this  time  in  as  high  a  state  of  cultivation 
as  any  part  of  the  State,  and  sends  to  foreign  mar- 
kets as  much  surplus  produce.  That  country 
which  in  '95  was  a  wilderness,  entirely  frontier, 
in  which  there  was  scarcely  a  white  man,  in  1S(K) 
was  entitled  to  one  member  on  this  floor;  in  1810 
to  three ;  and.  I  have  no  doubt,  at  the  next  ap- 
portionment of  representation,  (unless  the  ratio  is 
raised,)  will  be  entitled  to  five. 

It  may  be  somewhat  surprising,  yet  it  is  never- 
theless true,  that,  although  the  land  was  sold  upon 
such  easy  terms,  thousands  of  persons  settled  on 
it  who  were  unable  to  comply  with  the  terms  of 
sale,  and  the  Legislature  has  been  compelled  to 
extend  her  parental  indulgence  to  them  from  year 
to  year,  and  the  whole  of  the  debt  is  not  yet  extin- 
guished. But,  sir,  has  the  Slate  been  injured  by 
this  lenity  ?  I  answer,  no  ;  far  from  it.  She  has 
the  pleasing  reflection  of  having  increased  her 
population  and   influence,  and  is  now  deriving 


wealth  from  the  labor  of  her  citizens,  who  arc 
literally  sitting  under  their  own  vine  and  fig  tree, 
cultivating  their  own  land,  and,  by  their  industry, 
.'-upporting  their  families.  I  am  personally  ac- 
quainted with  many  persons  who  were  unable  to 
pay  for  their  land  when  they  settled  on  it,  who, 
by  their  industry,  have  raised  the  means  to  pay 
for  it  out  of  the  land  itself,  and  are  now  independ- 
ent, good  livers.  Under  the  operation  of  this  law, 
the  settler  became  a  tenant  to  the  State,  and,  by 
means  of  his  industry,  he  paid  for  his  laud,  and 
reaped  the  reward  of  his  labor,  by  enjoying  the 
advantages  of  his  improvement;  whereas,  if  this 
kind  had  not  been  sold  upon  a  credit,  he  must  hare 
become  a  tenant  to  an  overbearing  landlord,  and, 
after  making  a  farm,  and  valuable  improvements 
for  another,  he  would  be  compelled  to  leave  it,  and 
go  again  into  the  forest.  I  think  there  is  no  man 
who  will  say  the  system  adopted  by  the  State  of 
Kentucky  was  a  bad  one.  My  colleagues  who  are 
in  favor  of  the  bill  on  your  table,  say,  that  the 
Green  river  debt  has  had  a  pernicious  effect  on 
the  legislation  of  the  Stale.  I  must  confess  I  have 
never  witnessed  it,  or  been  under  its  influence; 
and  I  am  satisfied  neither  of  my  honorable  col- 
leagues will  be  willing  to  acknowledge  that  it  has 
caused  either  of  them  to  do  that  which  they  be- 
lieved to  be  wrong.  Neither  am  I  willing  to  ad- 
mil  that,  if  this  bill  should  not  be  passed,  and  the 
old  system  should  be  adhered  to,  that  it  ever  will 
have  an  undue  influence  on  the  members  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  believe  the  interestof  this  nation 
will  be  promoted  by  disposing  of  the  public  lands 
in  such  a  way  as  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  every 
man,  both  rich  and  poor,  who  wishes  to  cultivate 
the  soil,  to  obtain  a  part  of  it.  If  you  lake  care  of 
the  jK)or,  and  enable  them  to  procure  land.s,  there 
is  no  danger  of  the  rich ;  they  can  and  will  take 
care  of  themselves.  Our  Government  rests  upon 
the  intelligence,  independence,  and  equality  of  its 
citizens.  All  measures  which  are  calculated  to 
keep  your  citizens  on  an  equality,  not  only  as  to 
personal  rights,  but  as  to  property,  tend  to  support 
and  preserve  your  republican  institutions;  and  all 
measures  which  are  calculated  to  make  the  rich 
richer,  and  the  poor  poorer,  lend  directly  to  aristo- 
cracy. In  vain  do  you  say,  when  a  portion  of 
your  citizens  are  rich,  and  a  part  of  them  poor, 
and  dependent  on  the  rich,  that  they  are  all  upon 
an  equality. 

I  hope  I  shall  not  be  understood  to  say,  that  the 
Government  ou^hl  to  deprive  a  man  of  that  which 
he  has,  to  give  it  to  the  poor;  but  I  do  say,  that 
the  Government  ought  to  adopt  no  measure  which 
is  calculated  to  benefit  the  wealthy  part  of  the 
community  alone,  which  I  conceive  the  bill  on 
your  table  will— because  it  will  readily  be  perceiv- 
ed that  no  man,  under  the  operation  of  this  law, 
ran  procure  a  title  to  any  of  your  lands,  unless  he 
can  advance  one  hundred  dollars.  Gentlemen 
are  not  aware  of  the  many  difficulties  which  at- 
tend moving  to,  and  settling  a  new  country.  The 
expense  of  travelling  is  considerable;  and  a  whole 
year's  provisions  ha?  to  be  laid  in,  and  generally 
at  a  high  price;  when  this  is  done,  the  poor  man*» 
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funds  are  exhausted,  and  he  has  nothing  left  to 
purchase  even  a  half  of  a  quarter  .^cction  ol  land. 
What  must  he  do  ?  He  must  not  only  labor  to 
support  his  family,  but  labor  to  pay  his  landlord 
for  the  use  of  his  land.  Gentlemen  need  not  tell 
me  that  any  man  who  uuijht  to  own  land  can 
raise  100  dollar>.  If  they  were  in  a  situation  to 
see  many  individuals  who  move  to  the  VV  estern 
country,  thev  would  change  their  opinion.  Do  we 
not  know  that  many,  very  many,  young  persons 
unite  together  in  marriage,  who  are  not  able  to 
purchase  the  necessary  articles  for  housekeeping 
and  have  100  dollars  in  cash  left  to  purchase  a 
tract  of  land  ?  In  vain  you  tell  me  that  this  cash 
system  is  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  man  who  has 
cash,  and  to  the  prejudice  of  the  poor  man  who 
has  it  not. 

Gentlemen  do  not  reason  fairly  when  thev  at- 
tempt to  prove,  that  it  is  better  to  purchase  land 
at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre  for  cash, 
than  two  dollars  upon  credit.  If  the  present  price 
is  too  high,  reduce  it  to  the  price  proposed,  and 
then  tell  me  whether  it  is  not  easier  to  purchase 
land  upon  the  present  credit  than  by  paying  the 
whole  down,  and  whether  it  will  not  enable  many 
persons  to  purchase  land  who  will  not  be  able  to 
do  so  if  this  bill  passes. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  amendment  which  1  had 
the  honor  to  offer  (which  was  to  permit  the  per- 
son who  is  settled,  or  should  settle  on  the  land  to 
enter  one  quarter  section  on  a  credit,  as  heretofore)  ; 
had  prevailed,  I  would  have  no  objection  to  the  pas-  j 
sage  of  this  bill,  as  it  would  have  encouraged  the  ; 
settlement  of  the  country,  and  put  a  stop  to  that 
system  of  speculation  which  has  and  will  prevail  i 
to  such  an  injurious  extent.   Your  best  land  is  gen-  j 
erally  purchased  bv  speculators  who  have  money,  | 
not  with  a  view  ot  cultivating  it  themselves,  but 
to  keep  it  until  the  settlement  of  the  country  en- 
hances the  value,  and  then  sell   it  to  some  person 
at  an  advanced  price.     Companies  are  formed  in 
various  parts  of  the  Union,  who  send  their  agents 
to  the  Western  country,  who  enter  whole  town- 
ships  merely   with    a'  view  of  ^speculation  ;   and 
thereby  the  land  is  taken  out  of  the  market  until 
the  price  shall  advance,  and  the  settlement  of  the 
country  retarded. 

But,' Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  little  hopes  that  this 
bill  will  either  be  amended  or  be  prevented  from 
passing.     My  colleagues  have  advanced  an  argu- 
^nent  which  1  believe  to  be  entirely  without  founda- 
tion, yet,  being  urged  by  gentlemen  from  the  West, 
it  will  have  weight  with   members  of  the   House, 
in  spite  of  any  thing  which  can  be  said  against  it: 
I  mean  the  argument,  that,  if  this  credit  system  is 
pennitted  to  go  on,  the  people  of  the  West  will 
lose  their  affection  for  the  Government,  and   the 
Government  will  finally  lose  the  money,  and  the 
land  too.     If,  indeed,  there  appeared  to  be  a  spirit 
rising  in  the  West  inimical  t<>  thi>>  Government,  it 
would  have  been  more  agreeable  to  me  for  it  to 
have  been  announced  by  mcjiiber-  from  ether  sec- 
tions of  this  Union  than  from  the  West.     But,  I 
will  ask,  whi  re  is  the  evidence  I'f  disaffection  to- 
wards the  Gov.rnment  in   the  Western  country  '] 
When  has  the  Government  called   on  this  people. 


either  for  money  or  men.  and  called  in  vain  1    I 

think  It  would  be  difficult  for  any  person  to  point 
out  the  instance.  I  am  sure  it  was  not  in  the  last 
war.  We  then  paid  our  taxes  cheerfully,  and,  at  the 
beat  of  the  drum,  the  whole  country  was  ready  to 
rally  around  the  standard  of  their  country.  Sir, 
as  it  was  not  my  intention  to  have  addressed  you 
on  this  subject,  and  as  the  merits,  or  rather  de- 
merits, of  this  bill,  have  been  so  ably  pointed  out 
by  the  honorable  Speaker,  I  will  detain  you  no 
longer ;  but  express  a  hope  that  the  bill  will  be 
eitlfer  amended  or  rejected  by  the  House. 

After  the  bill  had  been  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  a  variety  of  propositions  were 
made  to  amend  it,  among  which  were  the  follow- 
ing. 

The  question  was  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays,  on 
concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in 
refusing  to  strike  out  the  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth, 
and  sixth  sections  of  the  bill,  being  that  part  of  the 
bill  which  requires  the  whole  payment,  on  the 
purchase  of  a  tract  of  land,  to  be  paid  in  cash ; 
and  the  result  was  as  follows: 

YiiAS — Me6sr».   .\bbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of 
Massschusetts,  Allen  of  New  York,  AnderBon,  Archer 
of  Maryland,    Archer   of  Virginia,    Baker,    Baldwin, 
Barbour,   Bateraan.   Bayly,   Beecher,   Boden.  Brush, 
Burton,  Butler  of  New  Hampshiie,  Campbell,   Case, 
Clagctt,   Clark,    Cocke,  Crafts,   Crawford,    Culbreth, 
Cushman,  Culhbcrt,  Darlington,  Davidson,  Denni«OD, 
Dickinson,    Dowse.    Eddy,    Edwards  of  Connecticut, 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, 
Ervin,  Fay.  Fisher,  Floyd,  Folger,  Foot.  Forrest,  Ful- 
ler, Fulkrlon,  Garnett,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of 
Pennsylvania.  Hall  of  New  York.  Hall  of  Delaware, 
[  Hall  of   North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hemphill,  Hcrrick, 
'  Hibshman,   Heister,  Hill.  Holmes,  Hooks,  Hostctler, 
}  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kent.  Kinsry,  Kinsley,  Litlle,  Linn, 
Liverrnore,    Lowndes,   Lyman,  Macluy,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Lane  of  Delaware.  .Mallary,  Marchand,  Mason.  Meiga, 
Mercer.  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton.  Murray, 
Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Newton,  Overstreet, 
[  Parkerof  Massachusetts,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patterson, 
I  PhiUon,  Pinckney,    Pindall,   Plumer,  Rankin,  Reed, 
!  Rhea,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Ringgold.  RoberUon, 
I  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  S^atnpson,  Sergeant,  Settle,  Shaw, 
I  Silabee,  Simkins.  Sloan,  Slocumh,  Smith  of  Maryland, 

B.  Smith  of  Virginia.  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  South- 
1  ard,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New 

York.  Swearingen.  Tarr,  Taylor,  Terrell,  Tompkins, 

Tracy,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Van  Rensae- 
'  laer,  Wendover.  Whitman,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Wil- 
I  liams  of  North  Carolina  and  Wood — 125, 

Nais — Messrs,  .\llen  of  Tennessee,  Ball,  Brown, 
'  Bryan,  Burwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon,  Cook, 

Crowell.  Ford.  Hendricks,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Mc- 
I  Creary.  .McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mitcalf.  Nelson  of  Vir- 
'  ginia,  Stevens,  TrimMe,  and  Tucker  of  Virginia — 19. 

Mr.  Hendrick.s  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  adding  to  the  fourth  section  the  following  pro- 
viso : 

'  ■  And proridtil  furthfr.  That  the  actual  settler  of 
the  soil  shall   be  entitled  to  the   jirivileijte  of  making 

'  payment  for  his  land,  if  the  sainv  s-hall  not  exceed  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acre.-:,  in  instalments,  agreeably  to 
the  present  credit  system,  as  to  time  of  payment,  and 
for.*eiture ;  which  settlement  shall  be  ascertained  and 
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determined  agreeably  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  prescribe." 

And,  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  inserting  after  the  word  office,  where  it 
occurs  for  the  last  lime  in  the  second  section,  the 
following  words : 

*'  Unless  he  shall  produce  satisfactory  proof  to  the 
register  of  the  public  lands  that  he  is  an  actual  and 
bona  fide  settler,  with  his  family,  on  the  lands  proposed 
to  be  entered ;  and  shall,  also,  make  oath,  that  be  has 
not  previously  entered  any  other  lands  belonging  to 
the  United  States  ;  then  the  said  person  shall  be  en- 
tilled  to  enter  one  quarter  section,  including  his  said 
settlement,  upon  credit,  as  heretofore." 

And,  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Cook  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  second  section,  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  in- 
sert the  following : 

"  Skc.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  credit  shall  not  be 
allowed  for  the  purchase  money  on  the  sale  of  any  of 
the  public  lands  sold  at  public  sale,  but  every  pur- 
chaser of  land,  which  may  be  sold  thereafter  at  pubhc 
sale,  shall,  on  the  day  of  purchase,  make  complete 
payment  therefor ;  and  if  any  person,  being  the  highest 
bidder  at  public  sale,  for  a  tract  of  land,  shall  fail  to 
make  payment  therefor  on  the  day  on  which  the  same 
waa  purchased,  the  tract  shall  be  again  offered  at 
public  sale,  on  the  next  day  of  sale,  and  such  person 
shall  not  be  capable  of  becoming  the  purchaser  of  that 
or  any  other  tract  of  land  at  such  public  sales.  And 
from  and  after  the  period  aforesaid,  whenever  the  pur- 
chaser of  any  of  the  public  land,  at  private  sale,  shall, 
at  the  time  of  making  such  purchase,  make  complete 
payment  therefor,  the  price  shall  be  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  per  acre :  Provided,  however,  That 
this  provision  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent 
the  purchase  upon  credit,  as  heretofore,  at  private 
sale." 

And,  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  \vas 
determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Scott  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  insert- 
ing therein  two  new  sections,  to  come  in  as  the 
fifth  and  .sixth  sections  thereof,  to  wit : 

•S£c.  5.  Be  it  enacted,  Ac,  That  every  person, 
or  the  legal  representatives  of  every  person,  who  has 
actually  inhabited  and  cultivated,  and  who  now  re- 
sides upon  any  tract  of  land  lying  in  any  district 
established  for  the  sale  of  pubUc  lands,  which  tract  is 
not  rightfully  claimed  by  any  other  person,  such  per- 
son, so  residing  as  aforesaid,  or  his  legal  representa- 
tives, shall  be  entitled  to  a  preference  in  becoming  the 
{lurchaser  from  the  United  States  of  such  tract  of 
and,  at  private  sale,  upon  the  same  terms  and  condi- 
tions, in  every  respect,  as  have  heretofore  been  pro- 
vided by  law  for  the  sale  of  other  lands  sold  at  private 
sale :  Provided,  That  no  more  than  one  quarter  sec- 
tion of  lands  shall  be  sold  to  any  one  individual  in 
virtue  of  this  act,  and  the  same  section  shall  be  bounded 
by  the  sectional  and  divisional  lines  run,  or  to  be  run, 
according  to  law :  Provided,  also,  That  no  lands  re- 
served from  sale  by  former  acts,  or  lands  which  have 


been  directed  to  be  sold  in  town  lots,  shall  be  sold  un- 
der this  act. 

•Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  person 
claiming  a  preference  in  becoming  the  purchaser  of  a 
tract  of  land  in  virtue  of  this  act,   shall  make  known 
his  claim  by  delivering  a  notice,  in  writing,  to  the 
register  of  the  land  office  for  the  district  in  which  the 
land  may  be,   wherein  he  shall  particularly  designate 
the  quarter  section  he  claims  ;  which  notice  the  register 
shall  file  in  his  office,  on  receiving  twenty-five  cents 
from  the  person  delivering  the  same.     And,  in  every 
case  where  it  shall    appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
register  and  receivers  of  public  moneys  of  the  land 
office  that  any  person,  who  has  delivered  his  notice  of 
claim,  is  entitled,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  to  a  preference  in  becoming  the  purchaser  of  a 
quarter  section  of  land,  such  person,  so  entitled,  ahali 
have  a  right  to  enter  the  said  quarter  section,  or  half 
thereof,  with  the  register  of  the  land  office,  on  pro- 
ducing his  receipt  from  the  receiver  of  public  moneys 
for  at  leasit  one-twentieth  part  of  the  purchase  money, 
as  in  case  of  other  lands   sold  at  private  sale :  Pro- 
vided, That  all  lands  to  be  sold  under  this  act,  which 
shall  not  have  been  previously  exposed  to  public  sale, 
shall  be  entered  with  the  register  at  least  two  weeks 
before  the  time  which  may  be  appointed  for  the  com- 
mencement of  the   public   sale  thereof.     And  every 
person,  having  a  right  of  preference  in  becoming  the 
purchaser  of  a  tract  of  land,   who  shall  fail  to  make 
his  entry  with  the  regi.Uer  within  the  lime  prescribed, 
his  right  shall  be  forfeited,  and  the  land  by  him  claimed 
shall   be  offered  at  pubhc  sale  with  the  other  public 
lands  in  the  district  to  which  it  belongs." 

And,  the  question  being  taken  to  agree  to  amend 
the  bill  by  inserting  the-'^e  sections,  it  was  deter- 


mined in  the  negative 


Mr.  Crowell  then  moved  to  add  to  the  bill  the 
following  section  : 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  where  any  per- 
son has  heretofore  purchased  more  than  one  quarter 
section  of  land,  or  more  than  one  fractional  quarter 
section,  and  has  not  made  complete  payment  there- 
for, such  person  shall  be  permitted  to  surrender  to  the 
register  of  the  land  office  of  the  district  in  which  such 
purchase  or  purchases  have  been  made,  any  of  the 
quarter  sections,  or  fractional  quarter  sections,  which 
he  or  she  may  have  purchased  ;  and  the  sum  or  sums 
which  such  person  may  have  paid  upon  the  land  so 
surrendered,  shall  be  carried  to  his  or  her  credit  upon 
those  quarter  sections,  or  fractional  quarter  sections, 
which  he  or  she  may  choose  to  retain ;  and  the  land 
so  surrendered  shall  be  considered  as  reverted  to  the 
United  States,  and  shall  be  disposed  of,  in  all  respects 
whatever,  like  other  reverted  or  forfeited  lands." 

And,  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  Louisiana,  moved  that  the  bill 
be  amended  by  adding  thereto  the  following  sec- 
tion: 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  provisions 
of  this  act  shall  not  extend  to  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
but  the  public  lands  within  that  State  shall^  be  dis- 
posed  of  according  to  the  laws  now  in  force." 

And,  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

And  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow,  without  amendment,  and  the 
House  adjourned. 
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Thdrsday,  April  20. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
for  the  expense  of  surveying  certain  parts  of  the 
coast  of  North  Carolina,  and  for  other  purposes," 
reported  the  same  without  amendment;  and  it 
was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Anderso.n,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Senate's  hill  au- 
thorizing the  designation  of  the  boundary  between 
the  States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  reported  the 
same  without  amendment,  and  then  moved  that 
the  same  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  CooK,  with  a  view  to  acting  indefinitely  on 
the  bill,  moved  to  lay  the  same  on  the  table;  but 
the  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Hendricks  then  opposed  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Anderson  advo- 
cated it ;  when, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Woodbridge,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  establish 
land  offices  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  reported  the 
same  with  amendments,  embracing  the  establish- 
ment of  a  land  office  in  Indiana;  and  the  bill  and 
araendmenis  were  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Hrish,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Expen- 
ditures HI  the  War  Department,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  subject  of  the  loan  of  gunpowder,  by  the 
officers  of  tlie  War  Department,  to  Stull  and  vVil- 
liams,  made  report  thereon  ;  which  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  pas-;ed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit:  "An  act  to  provide  relief  for  sick 
and  disabled  seamen,"  and  "An  act  granting  to 
the  State  of  Ohio  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  cer- 
tain quarter  sections  of  land  ;"  in  which  bills  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  for  regulating  the  manner  of  settling 
the  accounts  of  the  several  deputy  surveyors  in  the 
Missouri  and  Arkansas  Territories  passed  through 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  took  up  for  con- 
sideration the  several  bills  concerning  land  offices ; 
and,  having  risen  and  made  report  thereon — 

The  amendment  to  the  bill  for  the  establishment 
of  additional  land  offices  in  the  State  of  Illinois, 
was  read ;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  bill  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 

Amendments  reported  to  the  bill  to  designate 
the  boundaries  of  districts  and  establish  land  offices 
for  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  not  heretofore 
offered  for  sale  in  the  States  of  Alabama  and 
Indiana,  were  read,  and  part  concurred  in  and 
part  disagreed  to  by  the  House;  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  to  establish  addi- 
tional laud  offices  in  the  State  of  Alabama,''  was 


ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  the  provisions  of  it 
having  been  comprised  in  the  bill  above  men- 
tioned to  establish  additional  land  offices  in  Illi- 


nois. 


Mr.  Brush  moved  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution,  submit- 
ted by  him  on  the  23d  P'ebruary  last,  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  ascertaining  the  northern 
boundary  ol  the  State  of  Ohio  ;  which  motion  was 
rejected  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants 
of  the  City  of  Washington,  and  to  repeal  the  sev- 
eral acts  heretofore  passed  for  that  purpose ;"  which 
motion  was  also  rejected  by  the  Piouse. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit:  "An  act  to  provide  relief  for  sick  and  disa- 
bled seamen,"  and  "An  act  granting  to  the  State 
of  Ohio  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  quarter 
sections  of  land,"  were  severally  read  twice,  and 
referred — the  first  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  the  second  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

THE  MILITIA. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  clothing  the  militia  when 
called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States;  the 
bill  to  establish  an  uniform  modeof  discipline  and 
field  exercise  for  the  militia  of  the  United  States; 
and  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "to  provide  for  cloth- 
ing the  Army  of  the  United  States  in  domestic 
manufactures,"  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  were  reported  to  the  House. 

The  first  of  these  bills  being  taken  up — 

Mr.  Mercer  moved  to  amend  it  by  striking  out 
that  part  of  the  first  section  which  provides  that 
the  militia,  who  may  hereafter  be  called  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  "shall,  in  addition  to 
the  pay  and  emoluments  heretofore  allowed  by 
law,  be  entitled  to  and  receive  the  value  of  a  full 
suit  of  clothing,  in  all  cases  where  they  shall  per- 
form a  six  month.N'tour  of  duty,  and  furnish  them- 
selves with  clothing  sufficient  for  said  term  of  ser- 
vice; and  in  all  cases  where  they  shall  be  called 
on  for  a  shorter  period,  or  shall  be  discharged  from 
the  service  before  the  expiration  of  the  time  for 
which  they  had  been  required,  they  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  receive  such  proportion  of  the  value  of  a 
suit  of  clothing  as  may  be  equal  to  the  tirfic  they 
may  have  been  in  service:"  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to 
insert  a  provision  that  any  one  who  takes  the  field 
for  a  tour  of  duty  of  not  less  than  six  months, 
shall,  in  addition  to  the  pay  and  emoluments 
heretofore  allowed  by  law,  be  entitled  to  and 
receive  each  a  full  suit  of  uniform,  including  a 
blank(  t,  &c. 

This  amendment  was,  together  with  the  bill, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  the  bill  to  establish  an  uniform  mode 
of  discipline  and  field  exercise  for  the  militia  was 
taken  up;  when, 

Mr.  Foot  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  second  section,  which  provides  "that  so 
much  of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  the  8th  of 
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May,  1792,  a*:  approves  and  establishes  the  rules 
and  discipline  of  the  Baron  De  Steuben,  and  re- 
quires them  to  be  observed  by  the  militia  through- 
out the  United  States,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 

repealed." 

This  motion  was  negatived,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

PUBLIC  L.\NDS. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  changing  the  mode 
of  disposing  of  the  public  lands,  was  then  read  a 
third  time;  and  on  the  question,  "Shall  the  bill 
pass?"  the  vote  was — For  the  passage  of  the  bill 
133,  against  it  23,  as  follows :  | 

Yeas — MeeRrs.  .\libot,  Adami,  Alexander,  Allen  of' 
MasuchuselU.  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Baker, 
Baldwin.  Barbour,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Beecher,  Boden, 
Brush,  Buffuin,  Campbell,  Case,  Claggett,  Clark, 
Cobb,  Cratu,  Crawford,  Culbreth,  Cuahman,  Cuth- 
bert,  Darlington,  Uaviilson,  Uenniaon,  Dewilt,  Dickin- 
■on,  Uowi^e,  Earle,  Eddy,  EdwarJs  of  Connecticut, 
EdvsanU  of  I'enn.«ylvania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina. 
Fay,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Folgtr,  Foot,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Ful- 
lerton,  Garnclt,  Cross  of  New  York,  Cross  of  Penn- 
■ylvanin.  Hall  of  New  V'ork,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hall  of 
Norlh  Ciirolina,  Hardin.  Hazard,  Hemphill.  Herrick, 
Hibshman,  Hieslcr,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Hostettcr, 
Kendall,  Kinsey,  Little,  Linn,  Livermore,  Lyman, 
McCoy,  Mrl.aiie  of  Delaware,  Mallary,  Marchand, 
Mason,  Mecih,  MciRs,   .Mercer,   R.  Moore,  S.    Moore, 


Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania, 
Ervin,  Fay,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Gross  of  New 
York,  Cross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hall  of  New  York, 
Hall  of  Delaware,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  H<;ndricks, 
Herrick,  Hibshman,  Heister,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hostelter, 
Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McLane 
of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Marchand,  Ma- 
son, R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton,  Murray^ 
Newton,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Parker  of  Virginia, 
PbelpA,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Rich,  Richmond,  Rogers, 
Ross,  Rubs,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Shaw,  8ils- 
bee,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey.  Southard,  8^eTeDS, 
Storrs,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York, 
Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Trimble,  V»n 
Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  and  Wood. 

Nats — .Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  .\llen  of  Ten- 
nessee, .\nderson,  -\rcher  of  .Maryland,  Archer  of 
Virginia.  Ball,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Bloomfield, 
Bryan.  Buffum,  Burton,  Burwell,  Builer  of  New 
Hampshire,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Crawford, 
(/'ulbreth,  Culpeper.  Cuthbert,  Davidson,  Earlc,  Ed- 
wards of  North  Carolina.  Fisher,  Floyd,  Fullerton, 
Garnctt,  Hardin,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia, 
Jones  of  Tenn.,  Kent,  Little,  Livermorc,  Lowndes, 
McCoy,  McCreary,  Mcech,  Mercer,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Massachusetts, Nelson  of  Virginia,  Overstrcet,  Pinck- 
ney,  Pindall,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Richards, 
Ringgold,  Settle,  Simkins,  Slocumb,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Caro- 
lina. Swearingen,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker 
of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,    Walker,    Warfield,  Wbit- 


raaSOII,  I^iecvil,  i'ii-ii;»,    ;»n:ii:«:i,    i\.    .'iwwic,   •^.     ...v.«n.,      u,    ,.juuiii  v^kiui,,,.,     mj,^.,      .. ,  --,  ~ 

Monell.  Morton,  Moseiey,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  j  man,  Williams   of  Virginia,   Wilhams  of  Norlh  Car- 


Massachusetts,  Newton,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Massa- 
chu8«U8.  Parker  of  Virninia,  Patterson.  Phelps,  Phil- 
son,  Pinckiiey,  Pindall,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Reed, 
Rhea.  Kich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Robertson,  Rogers, 
Ross,  RuHs,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Settle,  Shaw, 
Sdsbee,  iSiiukiiis,  Sloan,  Slocumb,  SJmith  of  New  Jer- 
sey. Smith  oJ  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia.  Sraiih 
of  Norlh  Ciiroliiia,  Southard,  Storrs,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson.  Tomp- 
kins, Tracy.  Tucker  oi  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Van 
RenFsclacr,  Wallace,  VVondover,  Williams  ot  Virginia, 
Williams  of  Norlh  Carolina,  and  Wood.  ^ 

Nats — Messr*:.  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Ball,  Bloom- 
field,  Brown,  Bryan,  Burwdl,  Butler  of  Louisiana, 
Cannon,  Cook,  Crowell,  Culpeper,  Ford,  Hackley, 
Hendricks,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  McOeary, 
McLean  of  Kenluiky,  Metcalf,  Stevens,  Trimble, 
Tucker  of  Virgini.i.  and  Walker. 

CLOTHING  FOR  THE  ARMY. 

The  Senate's  bill  to  provide  for  clothing  the 
Army  of  the  United  States  in  domestic  manufac- 
tures was  taken  up. 

Unsucces>ful  motions  were  made  to  lay  it  on 
the  table,  and  postpone  it  to  the  lirst  day  of  May. 

Among  other  motions  to  amend  the  bill  was  one 
by  Mr.  Holmeb,  to  strike  out  the  proviso,  that  the 
domestic  goods  can  be  procured  at  the  same  prices 
as  goods  of  the  same  kind  and  quality  of  foreign 
manufacture. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  considerable  debate, 
and  was  at  length  decided  by  yeas  and  nays — 85 
to  73,  as  follows  : 

Y«A8— Messrs.  .\dams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Beecher,  Boden, 
Brown,  Brush,  Campbell,  Case,  Clark,  Cook,  Cush- 
man,  Darlington,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Eddy, 


olina. 

Mr.  Floyd  then,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  what 
premium  was  to  be  paid  for  goods  of  domestic 
manufacture,  beyond  the  price  at  which  articles 
of  the  same  quality  of  foreign  fabric  could  be 
purchased,  moved  to  insert  in  the  bill  a  proviso, 
that  no  contract  should  be  made  for  goods,  nor 
any  goods  purchased  for  the  clothing  of  the  Army, 
at  a  price  more  than  ten  per  cent,  above  that  at 
which  articles  of  the  same  quality  imported  from 
a  foreign  country  could  be  purchased. 

Mr.  Ki.NSEY  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  insert- 
ing "  five"  per  cent,  instead  of  "  ten"  per  cent. 

Mr.  Floyd  accepted  the  amendment  as  a  modi- 
fication of  his  own  motion. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Floyd'.s  motion  was  then 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative— S2  to  78,  as  follows : 

Ykas— Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  .\llen  of 
Tennessee,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of 
Virginia,  Ball,  Barbour.  Bateman,  Bryan,  Burton, 
Burwell.  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Lou- 
isirtna.  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Cul- 
peper, Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Dennison,  Earle,  Ed- 
wards of  Norlh  Carolina,  Ervin,  FUher,  Floyd,  Foot, 
Fullerton,  Garnett,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hardin,  John- 
son, Jones  of  Virginia.  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kendall, 
Kent,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Little,  Linn,  Lowndes,  Me- 
Cov,  McCreary,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mslltry, 
Me'ech,  Mercer,  Monell,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachu- 
setts, Nelson  of  Virginia,  Overstrcet,  Parker  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Parker  of  Virginia,  Pmckney,  Pindall, 
Plumer,  Rankin,  Reed,  Richards,  Ringgold,  SeUle, 
Shaw,  Simkins,  Slocumb,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Swearingen, 
Tarr,  Tracy.   Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
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Carolina.  Tyler,  Walker,    Warfield,  Whitman.  Wil-  ' 
4iama  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

Nats— Meseri.  Allen  of  Masaachu-etts.  Allen  of 
New  York,  Baker,  Baldwin.  Bcecher.  Bloomfield.  Bo- 
^en.  Brown.  Bru^h.  Buffum.  Campbell.  Case,  Clark, 
Culbreth,  Darlington.  Dew itt,  Dickinson.  Eddy,  Ed- 
ward* of  Conncctiruf.  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania.  I- ay. 
Folger,  Eorrest.  (iro«8  of  New  York.  Gro.*s  of  Penn- 
•ylvtnia.  Hall  of  New  York.  Hazard,  Hemphill.  Hen- 
dricks, Herrick.  Hibshman.  Heisler.  Hill,  Holme*. 
HoateUer.  Lyman.  Maclay,  McLane  of  Delaware, 
Marchand,  .MaM>n.  Meigs.  R.  Moore.  vS.  Moore.  Mor- 
ton,  Murray,  PaUeri»on,  Phelps,  PhiUon.  Pitcher. 
Rhe*.  Rich.' Richmond.  Rogers,  Ross,  Rus.s,  JSampson, 
Sawyf-r,  Sergeant,  Sloan.  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  South- 
ard, Stevens,  Storrs.  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of 
New  York,  Tavlor,  Tomlinson.  Tompkins,  Trimble, 
Van  Rensselaer,  \N  allace.  Wendover,  and  Wood. 

The  amenilment-s  were  thon  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  hill  read  a  third  time  to-morrow.    , 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Smith,  ofXorth  Carolina,  moved  that  the  \ 
House  do  now  proceed  to  consider  the  resolution  ; 
from  the  Senate,  "  propo-^ing  an  amendment  to  the  ! 
'  Constitution  of  the  United  Stato  as  it  re>pect.s  the  j 
'  choice  of  Electors  of  the  President  and  Vice  Pres- 1 
'  ident  of  the  United  States,  and  the  election  of  j 
'  Representatives  m  the  Congress  of  the  United  i 
*  States.'' 

Mr.  Smith  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows :  | 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  resolution  before  us  is  one 
of  more  than  ordinary  importance.  It  propo.ses 
nothing  les6  than  to  amend  that  instrument  which, 
to  every  American,  must  be  considered  the  palla- 
dium of  his  liberty — the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates — and  a  part  of  it,  too,  which  the  citizen 
of  a  Republic  should  esteem  far  the  most  valuable 
and  important — I  mean  that  part  which  regulates 
the  elective  franchise. 

Sir,  I  am  aware  of  the  ground  on  which  I  stand. 
I  am  aware  of  the  magnitude  of  the  subject  before 
me.  That  the  people  of  these  States  have  for  this 
instrument  the  most  devoted  attachment  and  pro- 
found reverence,  must  be  obvious  to  the  most  su- 
perficial observer.  They  view  it  as  the  most  noble 
work  of  their  ancestors,  and  every  attempt  that 
may  be  made  to  alter  or  amend  it.  will  excite  dis- 
trust and  jealousy. 

But,  sir,  every  day's  experience  teaches  us  the 
frailty  and  imperfection  of  all  human  productions. 
When  we  take  a  retrospective  view  of  the  works 
of  roan,  we  cannot  deny  the  vast  improvements 
that  have  been  made  in  science,  in  the  mechanics, 
and  in  every  department  of  human  industry.  We 
look  back  with  astonishment  at  the  vague  and  vis- 
ionary theories  that  were,  in  their  day,  considered 
the  most  happy  etfort^s  of  human  genius.  Although 
I  believe  that  this  Constitution  surpasses  ail  other 
constitutions,  as  far  as  the  sun  does  in  splendor  the 
smallest  star  in  the  heavens,  yet  I  am  compelled 
to  believe  that  it  is  capable  of  amendment.  I  am 
not  one  of  those  that  believe  that  our  fathers  had 
more  virtue  and  talents  than  the  present  genera- 
tion. I  admire  the  political  sa^city  of  the  wise 
men  who  framed  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States ;  and  if  there  is  any  thing  about  it  that  ex- 


cites surprise,  it  is,  that  the  work  .should  have  been 
at  that  day  made  as  perfect  as  it  is.  When  we 
view  that  thing  called  a  arreat  man  at  a  dis- 
tance he  appears  to  us  as  a  giant,  but  as  you  ap- 
proach him,  you  Hnd  iiim  dwindle  down  to  a  pig- 
my ;  like  the  distant  horizon,  he  appears  above 
us,  although  v.e  may  occupy  a  point  much  more 
elevated  than  the  onv  to  which  our  eyes  are  di- 
rected. 

In  reconciling  tlie  various  and  conflicting  inter- 
e>ts  of  thirteen  States,  dissimilar  in  climate,  popu- 
lation, and  extent  of  territory,  the  conventionalists 
had  a  difficult  task  to  perform ;  and,  being  them- 
selves con>cious  that  the  instrument  would  require 
amendment,  they  provided  a  way  by  which  it 
might  be  amended  in  part,  without  bubmittiug  the 
whole  to  the  discretion  of  a  convention. 

If  the  proposition  before  you  proposed  the  adop- 
tion of  a  new  principle,  I  should  be  ready  to  shrink 
from  so  pernicious  and  dangerous  an  undertaking. 
But  such  is  not  the  fact.  It  only  goes  to  regulate 
established  principles,  and  to  place  them  upon  a 
ground  more  congenial  with  the  true  spirit  and  ge- 
nius of  a  republican  government. 

\early  all  the  States  in  the  Union  have  exer- 
cised the  privilege  of  the  elective  franchise,  at  some 
one  period,  in  the  way  now  pointed  out  in  the  res- 
olution on  your  table. 

This  amendment  proposes  that  each  State  shall 
be  laid  out  into  as  many  districts  as  such  a  State 
shall  be  entitled,  under  the  Constitution  and  laws 
of  the  United  States,  to  elect  Representatives  to 
Congress,  and  that  each  district  shall,  as  nearly  as 
can,  be  composed  of  contiguous  territory,  and  the 
same  district  shall  elect  one  Elector  to  vote  for 
President  of  the  United  States  and  for  Vice  Pres- 
ident. The  other  tAvo  Electors  to  which  each  State 
shall  be  entitled,  shall  be  elected  by  the  States, 
in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  thereof  shall 
direct. 

I  am  aware  that  we  shall  be  told  that  this  Con- 
stitution does  not  require  any  amendment;  that  it 
is  ^ood  enough,  and  that  under  it  the  people  have 
enioyed,  to  the  fullest  extent,  their  liberty  ;  that 
it  has  guided  us  through  peace  and  war  for  thirty- 
two  years  past ;  and  that,  under  it,  the  nation  has 
grown  great  and  powerful.  This  is  true,  and  the 
reason  for  it  may  be  sought  and  found  in  tlie  peo- 
ple themselves.  Such  a  brave,  high-minded,  and 
virtuous  people,  unhackneyed  in  the  intrigues  and 
vices  of  foreign  countries  and  foreign  courts,  could 
have  gotten  on  almost  without  the  form  of  a  writ- 
ten constitution. 

And  it  is  true  that,  at  ilii*.  day.  when  all  is  calm 
and  tranquil  as  the  morning,  when  there  are  no 
parties  in  hostile  array  against  each  other ;  that 
the  reasonings  that  would  in  other  days,  and  at 
other  times  of  party  rage  and  violence,  have  had 
great  influence  and  efl'ect  on  the  minds  of  men, 
have  now  but  little  or  no  effect.  And  it  will  be 
contended,  no  doubt,  by  those  that  are  opposed  to 
any  amendment,  that  if  tlier*-  is  ever  a  necessity  of 
amending  this  instrument,  the  day  is  very  remote. 

Sir,  we  all  view  danger  at  a  great  distance  from 
us  with  perfect  indifl'erence;  but  the  most  hardy 
amongst  us  begin  to  feel  its  effects  as  it  approaches 
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near  to  us.  Nothing  can  constitute  a  more  im- 
wrtant  quality  in  a  statesman  than  that  he  should 
lave  political  sagacity  to  see  danger  threatening 
lis  country  at  a  distance,  and  skill  to  provide  be- 
fore Its  approach  the  meansof  avertingit.  If,  then, 
there  is  any  defect  to  be  found  in  this  instrument, 
why  should  we  not  apply  the  remedy  at  this  time  1 
Do  gentlemen  expect  that  a  more  favorable  mo- 
ment ever  can  present  itself? 

As  before  hinted,  there  was  a  time  when  many 
of  the  States  in  this  Union  acted  on  the  plan  now 
proposed  from  their  own  sense  of  propriety.     But 
as  soon  as  parties  of  different  political  characters 
began  to  spring  up,  and  when  the  two  great  con- 
tending parties  that  have  for  some  years  past  agi- 
tated tlie  minds  of  the  people  &o  much,  had  formed  , 
themselves  under  their  respective  leaders,  and  had  : 
put  themselves  in  hostile  array  against  each  other; 
and  when  the  contest  for  power  and  ascendency 
was  yet  doubtful,  each  party,  anxious  to  augment 
its  scope  of  influence,  lost  no  opportunity  to  make 
every  thing  yield  that  could  be  made  to  yield,  to 
their  ambitious  views.     When  it  was  ascertained 
that  one  party  had  a  few  hundred  votes  of  a  ma- 
jority in  a  State,  that  party  would  resort  to  that 
mode  of  electing  Electors  that  would  promise  most 
effectually  to  stille  the  voice  of  the  minority,  and 
at  the  same  tune  give  the  greatest  majority  in  fa- 
vor of  the  dominant  party.     No  other  considera- 
tions than  these  seemed  to  have  had  any  influence 
on  the  minds  of  the  respective  leaders  throughout 
that  arduous  struggle.      But  now,  when   things 
have  resumed  their  usual  channel,  and  when  the 
minds  of  men  are  left  free,  and  can  be  acted  upon 
by  reason  and  a  sense  of  justice  and  propriety,  why 
should  we  not  consider  coolly  and  dispassionately 
whether  this  amendment  might  not  with  safety  be 

made?  x_      r      u 

In  changing  from  one  system  to  another,  lor  the 
purposes  just  enumerated,  great  heat  and  confusion 
was  often  generated.     The  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  one  of  those  great  strucgle:>,  came  very  near 
losing  her  entire  vote ;  the  Legislature  was  nearly 
equafiy  divided,  and  the  contest  doubtful :  in  that 
case  each  party  had  to  make  the  best  bargain  that 
they  could.     Now,  in  a  struggle  of  this  kind,  the 
voice  of  the  people  was  not  heard,  nor  their  wishes 
consulted.     The  leaders  of  each  party  were  doing,  \ 
in  fair  bargain  and  sale,  the  best  they  could  for 
their   own   interest,  together   with   that  of  their 
friends ;  and  we  must  calculate  upon  more  than 
the  ordinary  scope  of  human  imperfection  will 
justify,  if  we  may  not  suppose  that  the  state  of 
things  will  again  occur,  and  continue  to  recur,  so 
long  as  it  shall  be  left  in  the  power  of  the  State 
Lef'islatures  to  change  from  one  mode  to  another, 
as  their  interest  may  dictate  at  the  moment. 

Massachusetts,  at  one  time,  for  the  purpose  of 
effecting  her  purpose  in  the  Presidential  election, 
divided  herself  into  districts  to  suit  the  sectional 
residence  of  the  dominant  party  :  districts  were 
made  of  territory  not  contiguous ;  towns  were  added 
that  were  in  parts  of  other  districts.  I  remember, 
the  shape  of  those  districts  were  so  singular  that 
they  gave  to  them  the  name  of  Gerrymanders,  and 
caUed  the  new  mode  of  districting  Gerrymandering. 


The  State  of  New  Jersey  elected  by  general 
ticket ;  but,  just  before  a  Presidential  election,  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  met,  and  finding  that  if 
the  electors  were  chosen  by  general  ticket  the  vote 
would  not  be  such  as  would  please  them,  they  re- 
pealed the  law,  and  at  once  proceeded  to  take  the 
power  into  their  own  hands,  and  chose  such  from 
amon^  themselves  as  promised  to  serve  their  views. 
Can  there  be  stronger  evidence  than  this  of  the 
defect  of  such  a  system  ?  In  this  case  the  people 
of  New  Jersey  had  no  more  to  do  in  tJiat  election, 
and  their  voice  was  as  little  heard,  as  was  that  of 
the  citizens  of  Canada.  At  the  time  of  voting  for 
Representatives  the  voter  never  dreamed  of  such 
a  result ;  he  supposed  that,  at  the  proper  time,  he 
would  again  give  hjs  vote  for  electors. 

Sir,  these  are  so  many  avenues  left  open  to  in- 
trigue, fraud,  and  corruption,  and  if  they  are  not 
made  the  common  passways  of  the  day,  it  is  be- 
cause the  inducements  to  travel  them  are  at  this 
time  not  sufficiently  strong. 

The  chief  Executive  office  of  thi.-  great  and 

growing  Republic  is  a  very  important  one.     An 

office  of  great  trust  and  of  great  patronage  ;  and 

so  guarded  should  the  road  to  that  office  be,  that 

none  should  pass  thereto  without  being  able  to 

show  a  passport  from  the  people  themselves — from 

j  a  maJorUy  ol  all  the  people.     But,  sir,  under  the 

I  present  system,  it  is  possible,  by  a  species  of  league, 

of  bargain  and  sale,  to  place  a  person  in  this  high 

;  office,  who  shall  only  have  the  votes  of  three-tenths 

,  of  the  people,  contrary  to  the  wishes  and  the  inter- 

I  ests  of  seven-tenths  of  the  people  of  the  United 

States. 
!  I  will,  to  make  myself  understood,  illustrate  this 
I  in  this  way  :  Suppose  that  the  parties  that  we  have 
had  in  this  country  still  existed,  and  were  known 
by  the  same  names' of  Federalists  and  Republicans, 
and  that  the  parties  in  each  of  the  States  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia, 
and  North  Carolina,  should  be  equal,  or  nearly  so, 
to  the  Federalists,  having  a  very  small  majority 
in  each  State :  now,  by  the  general  ticket  plan,  or 
by  the  plan  of  electing  electors  by  the  Legislature, 
each  ot  these  States  can  give  the  whole  number 
to  which  they  are  entitled  for  the  Federal  can- 
didate. 

The  number  of  Senators  in  the  twenty-two 
States  is  44;  the  number  of  Representatives  is 
186— making,  in  all,  230;  which  would  be  the 
whole  number  of  votes  given  for  a  President :  a 
majority  of  230  is  llG,  which  happens  to  be  ex- 
actly the  number  of  votes  to  which  the  five  States 
above  mentioned  are  entitled.  Now,  suppose  that 
every  man  in  the  seventeen  States  not  mentioned, 
should  be  republican,  and  nearly  one  half  of  the 
five  States  enumerated  republican  also,  does  it  not 
appear  clearly  that  seven-tenths  are  defeated  by 
three-tenths  of  the  people  ? 

Again,  the  census  of  1810  gave  the  population 

i  of  the  United  States  at  7,500,U(M).     1  i^^Jivei^e 

I  States  have  one  half  of  that  number,  say  3,750,000; 

'■  now,  as  the  federal  majority  was  a  bare  majority 

in  these  States,  there  will  be  only  in  these  States 

1,870  000  Federalists  who  will  have  elected  the 

President,  to  the  exclusion  of  a  candidate  having 
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the  united  voice  of  sevenlfcn  States,  and  almost 
a  majority  of  the  other  five,  and  afl^nin^t  the  voice 
of  6,630,(X)0  of  the  peoph\ 

This  is  actual  demonstration  ;  there  is  no  de- 
ception in  it.  Is  it,  then,  a  {»ood  system  that  can 
admit  of  such  ahu<es  as  might  thus  be  practised  ? 
That  the  majority  shall  rule  is  the  vital  principle 
of  all  Republics.  But,  sir,  that  principle  does  not 
seem  to  be  secured  by  the  present  mode.  But  gen- 
tlemen will  say  that  this  is  an  extreme  case,  not 
likely  to  occur.  I  admit  that  it  is  an  extreme  case, 
and,  though  it  might  not  occur  exactly  in  the  form 
here  pointed  out,  yet  it  may  occur,  with  some 
moditication,  and  the  effect  would  be  about  the 
same. 

May  not  the  day  come  when  such  attempts  may 
be  made  ?  Sir,  we  have  seen,  during  the  short 
existence  of  this  Republic,  attempts  made  to  sub- 
vert the  very  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  in  regard  to  the  election  of  (^hief  Magis- 
trate too.  I  allude  to  the  first  election  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson. Aaron  Burr  was  run  at  the  same  time  for 
Vice  Pre>ident,  and  the  number  of  votes  w^as  equal. 
The  Constitution  was  not  sufficiently  definite  on 
that  subject;  no  distinction  was  required  in  the 
votes,  and  the  friends  of  Burr  contended  that  his 
claim  was  equal  to  that  of  Mr.  Jefferson  to  the 
Presidency  ;  and  the  House  uf  Representatives 
had  to  proceed  to  ballot,  according  to  the  mode 
pointed  out  in  the  Constitution,  for  a  President, 
and  it  was  not  until  thirty-six  separate  and  distinct 
ballotings  had  taken  place  that  a  choice  was 
made.  Now,  sir,  in  that  case  it  was  notorious 
that  not  one  man  had  voted  for  Burr  with  the 
view  of  making  him  President.  But  if  that  de- 
fect had  been  pointed  out  previous  to  that  time, 
the  advocates  tor  the  Constitution,  without  any 
amendment,  would  have  cried  out  that  it  was  an 
extreme  case,  and  not  likely  to  occur. 

The  people  learn  from  experience.  No  sooner 
did  this  occurrence  take  place  than  the  people  did 
resolve  to  amend  the  Constitution,  so  as  to  guard 
in  future  against  such  occurrences  and  such  abuses. 
One  of  the  strong  arguments  used  against   the 


proposed  amendment  is,  that  it  is  interfering  with 
State  rights.  The  large  States  may  k'  deprived 
of  some  of  their  power  and  influence  in  the  Gen-  I 
eral  Government,  and  States  are  like  individuals  ;  1 
they  dislike  to  part  with  any  portion  of  their  i 
power.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  should  ' 
have  been  such  a  want  ofequality  in  the  size  and  j 
population  of  the  States.  If  they  had  been  about  i 
the  same  size  we  would  have  but  little  State  jeal-  ! 
ousy  compared  with  what  we  have  at  this  day,  i 
and  the  onlv  method  that  I  can  discover  to  remedy  i 
this  evil  is  by  adopting  the  amendment  proposed.  ! 
At  this  day  it  is  tho  interest  of  the  large  States,  I 
they  contend,  to  retain  all  this  influence.  It  is  ' 
true  that  the  large  States  may,  by  a  kind  of  bar-  i 
gaining,  obtain  some  more  than  a  due  pro|>ortion  i 
of  the  offices  of  the  General  Government ;  but  this  I 
is  but  little  calculated  to  make  the  condition  of  I 
the  great  mass  of  the  people  happy.  It  may  suit 
the  views  of  a  few  aspiring  men. 

But  it  is  at  all  times  difficult  to  persuade  men 
that  they   have  in  their  hands  more  than  a  due 


proiK>rtion  of  power  and  influence;  or,  if  you  can 
make  them  sensible  that  they  do  possess  more  than 
a  due  proportion  of  weight  in  the  affairs  of  the 
State  or  Union,  yet  it  will  be  by  far  more  difficult 
to  get  them  to  abandon  it.  Of  this  we  have  con- 
stant examples;  and  here  permit  me  to  notice  one 
or  two.  In  North  Carolina,  ihat  tract  of  country 
immediately  on  the  seaboard  and  for  some  distance 
back,  was,  m  the  first  settlement  of  the  country, 
laid  out  into  small  counties;  and  the  tract  of  coun- 
try back,  toward  the  mountains,  was  laid  out  into 
counties  of  a  much  larger  extent  of  territory. 
The  Constitution  of  the  State  gives  to  each  county 
one  Senator  and  two  Representatives.  The  effect 
of  this  is  to  give  a  preponderance  in  the  L«^isla- 
ture  to  the  eastern  portion  of  the  State.  Although 
the  number  of  the  population  in  the  western  coun- 
ties is  almost  double,  this  cannot  be  altered  with- 
out a  convention,  and  a  convention  cannot  be 
called  without  the  consent  of  the  Legislature. 
Now,  sir,  attempts  have  been  made  tt)  call  a  con- 
vention, from  time  to  time,  but  in  vain.  The  peo- 
ple cry  out  for  county  rights,  and,  although  every 
man  of  candor  must  admit  that  they  are  enjoying 
more  than  an  equal  proportion  of  tne  power  and 
influence  of  the  State,  yet,  so  sweet  is  power,  that 
they  hold  on  with  the  iron  grasp  of  death.  I  be- 
lieve that  Virginia  is  in  the  same  situation,  and 
equally  without  a  remedy. 

Mr.  Chairman,  nothing  can  be  more  true  than 
that  all  the  citizens  of  a  State  should  enjoy  equal 
privileges,  and  that  mutual  concession  and  good 
will  should  exist  in  all  its  parts;  but  this  never 
can  be  the  case  if  one  portion,  by  a  forced  con- 
struction of  the  written  compact  under  which  they 
live,  are  always  endeavoring  to  exercise  powers 
that,  in  justice,  are  not  their  own,  and  which  be- 
long to  another  portion  in  part. 

Sir,  the  proposed  amendment  will  not  affect  the 
rights  of  the  States;  the  federative  principle  is 
preserved.  There  was  not  any  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution, in  its  formation,  that  was  so  difficult  to 
fix  upon  as  the  part  relative  to  the  election  of  a 
Chief  Executive  Magistrate.  At  one  time  it  was 
proposed  to  elect  the  President  directly  by  the 
people, on  the  popular  principle;  that  was  objected 
to  (if  I  am  correctly  informed)  on  the  ground  that 
the  federative  principle  should  likewise  be  pre- 
served ;  that  the  Chief  Magistrate  would  preside 
over  the  States,  in  their  federal  character,  as  well 
as  over  the  people ;  and  that  to  elect  by  the  people 
directly  would  destroy  that  important  feature, 
which  it  was  thought  to  be  important  to  preserve. 
It  was  proposed,  in  the  next  place,  that  the  Presi- 
dent should  be  elected  by  the  joint  vote  of  both 
Houses  of  Congress ;  and  this  proposition  was 
adopted  under  the  belief  that,  in  that  form,  the 
federative  and  {wpular  principle  would  be  pre- 
served ;  and  it  remained  fixed  and  determined  until 
near  the  rise  of  the  Convention,  when  doubts  be- 
gan to  arise  whether  the  Congress  was  the  proper 
bodv  to  elect  the  Chief  Magistrate.  Those  that 
doubted  the  policy  of  confiding  to  that  body  this 
important  trust,  contended  that,  from  the  acquaint- 
ance and  intimacy  that  would  exist  between  the 
President   and   the   members  of  Congress,   they 
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might  be  biassed  in  their  judgment  towards  the 
incumbent  of  the  Executive  chair.  But  no  objec- 
tion was  made  to  the  principle  on  which  such  a 
choice  could  be  founded.  It  was  determined,  then, 
to  give  to  each  State  in  the  Union  a  right  to  choose 
as  many  persons  as  such  State  should  have  Rep- 
resentatives and  Senators  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  who,  when  thus  chosen,  should,  by 
ballot,  in  their  respective  States,  choose  a  Chief 
Magistrate. 

This  mode  combined  the  popular  and  the  feder- 
ative principle,  and  guarded  agamst  the  objections 
of  bias  that  were  brought  against  the  Legislature, 
as  the  Electors  thus  chosen  would  be  strangers  to 
the  Chief  Magistrate,  and  would  be  most  likely  to 
make  a  correct  and  imi>artial  choice.  The  Con- 
vention, after  due  deliberation,  adopted  this  form, 
and  It  became  a  part  of  the  Constitution. 

The  mode  being  fixed,  the  next  thing  was  to 
provide,  in  the  event  of  two  or  more  candidates 
Laving  an  equal  number  of  votes,  who  or  what 
body  should  decide  the  contest.  It  was  first  pro- 
posed that  the  Senate  should,  by  ballot,  decide; 
but  this  was  objected  to,  because  this  would  be 
making  the  President  on  the  federal  principle  en- 
tirely. It  was  then  proposed  that  the  House  of 
Representatives  should  decide;  this  was  objected 
to,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  be  making  the 
choice  solely  on  the  popular  principle ;  but  to  avoid 
this  objection,  it  was  moved  that  the  House  should 
ballot  by  States,  each  Slate  having  one  vote, 
which  would  combine  both  principles;  and  in  this 
form  it  was  agreed  to. 

1  have  used  this  to  prove  that  the  Convention, 
throughout,  were  determined  to  guard  against  the 
encroachments  of  the  States  on  one  hand,  and  of 
the  people  on  the  other;  and  that  the  amendment 
proposed  is  no  violation  of  first  principles. 

Sir,  adopt  the  proposed  amendment,  and  you 
will  give  the  people  a  fair  opportunity  of  being 
heard  in  the  choice  of  that  important  officer— the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Union.    The  majority  and 
the  minority  in  the  respective  States  will  have  a 
fair  opportunity  of  being  heard.     If  there  are  po- 
litical parties,  they  can  be  fairly  heard  ;  if  the  con- 
test is  about  men,  and  if  there  are  no  political  par- 
ties, a  fair  expression  of  the  public  mind  can  be 
had.     It  will  guard  and  protect  the  people  against 
intriguing  and  designing  men.     They  will  not  be 
able  to  carry  their  influence  into  every  county  and 
neighborhood  in  a  large  State;  but  they  can  into 
those  assemblies  called  caucuses,  which  are  gotten 
ap  about  the  seats  of  the  State  Legislatures,  during 
their  sessions.     If  you  will   adopt   the  proposed 
amendment,  and  the  States  should  ratify  it,  which 
I  am  confident  they  will,  the  people  will  not  want 
from  the  State  Legislatures  a  caucus  to  say  who 
shall  be  electors.    They  will  be  able,  in  their  re- 
spective districts,  to  choose  a  man  with  whom 
they  arc  acquainted,  on  whose  intelligence  and 
virtue  they  can  rely,  for  the  choice  of  a  Chief 
Magistrate.     You  will  bring  the  election  near  to 
the  people,  and,  consequently,  you  will  naake  them 
place  more  value  on  the  elective  franchise,  which 
a  all-imporlani  in  a  republican  form  of  Govern- 
ment. 


1      As  to  the  modes  of  election  now  practised,  they 
are  equally  exceptionable.     If  the  Legislature  elect 
I  the  electors,  you  are  heaping  on  them  duties  foreign 
{to  their  duties  as  State  legislators;  and  by  this 
I  mode  you  make  your  system  more  complex.    When 
'  the  citizen  is  about  to  vote  for  a  fit  person  to  rep- 
resent him  in  the  Stale  Legislature,  he  must  recol- 
i  led  also  that  the  same  person  is  authorized  to  vote 
I  for  electors,  who,  when  thus  chosen,  has  a  right 
!  to  vote  for  a  Chief  Magistrate.     The  members, 
I  when  they  convene  at  their  Legislatures,  will  then 
I  have  their  caucus ;  and  a  fair  opportunity  is  offered 
I  for  intrigue:    they  will  make  the  electors  from 
I  their  own   body,  calculated   to   serve   their  own 
'  views.     If  the  election  is  by  general  ticket,  the 
I  Legislature  indirectly  elect   the  electors.     They 
form  a  caucus,  and  make  out  a  ticket  to  suit  the 
1  dominant  party  in  that  State,  with  as  many  names 
Ion  it  as  the  State  is  entitled  to  choose  electors; 
i  and  this  is  sent  out  to  the  people.     Now,  sir,  this, 
I  in  fact,  is  electing  the  electors ;  for  the  subsequent 
1  voting  by  the  people,  whatever  may  be  said  of  it, 
is  a  mere  form,  the  "  shadow  of  a  shade."     For, 
sir,  if  the  ticket  displeases  a  great  portion  of  the 
State,  vet  they  cannot  well  alter  it.     Who  can 
resist  this  tremendous  caucus  recommendation? 
If  there  are  political  parties  in  the  State,  the  voice 
of  the  minority  is  entirely  stifled  by  this  system. 
And  is  this   the   system   that  will   secure   State 
rights  ;  that  system  with  which  gentlemen  are  so 
delighted  ? 

Sir,  let  the  people  have  the  election  brought 
near  to  them,  unmixed  with  other  elections,  that 
they  may  know  what  they  are  doing  when  they 
give  in  their  votes.  Do  not  be  fearful  of  trusting 
them  with  what  belongs  to  themselves.  They  are 
honest,  and  it  only  remains  for  them  to  know 
what  is  right,  and  they  will  do  what  is  right. 

But,  sir,  some  say  that  this  is  an  election  that 
the  people  do  not  attend — one  that  they  care  but 
little  about;  that  they  care  but  little  whether  you 
elect  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  States  in 
one  or  the  other  modes  mentioned.  If  this  be  true, 
it  is  only  where  you  have  made  the  system  so  com- 
plicated that  the  people  do  not  comprehend  it,  that 
they  are  indifferent  about  it. 

1  recollect  that  when  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  from  which  I  come,  at  a  period  not  very  re- 
mole,  thought  proper  to  take  from  the  people  the 
right  of  choosing  iheir  electors  in  the  accustomed 
way,  by  districts,  and  took  the  election  into  their 
own  hands,  that  it  produced  a  state  of  excitement 
never  equalled  in  that  State. 

The  people  viewed  it  as  a  flagrant  encroach- 
ment on  their  rights.  This  took  place  when  party 
spirit  run  high,  and  at  a  lime  when  the  Republi- 
can party  were  threatened  with  an  overthrow,  and 
the  advocates  contended  that  it  was  a  matter  of 
expediency  ;  that  in  that  way  alone  the  Republi- 
can party  could  give  their  full  weight  in  the  then 
approaching  Presidential  election;  and  that  the 
measure  was  republican.  But,sir,this  would  not  ap- 
pease the  wrath  of  a  people  that  considered  them- 
selves  deprived  of  an  important  right.  If  this  be  your 
republicanism,  said  they,  away  with  it.  You  have 
deprived  us  of  the  right  of  exercising  one  of  our 
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most  important  political  rights,  and  a  privilege 
that  we  deem  sacred  ;  no  apology  will  or  can  be 
received.  And,  sir,  they  displaced  most  of  the 
supporters  of  this  measure  with  a  high  hand. 

Sir,  it  is  well  to  cherish  thi-  high-minded  spirit 
in  the  people,  and  to  impress  on  their  minds  the 
value  and  imjK)rtance  of  these  high  privileges. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  this  amendment  shall  prevail, 
and  be  ratified  by  the  States,  your  President  will 
be  the  choice  of  a  majority  of  the  whole  |>eople  of 
the  United  States.  He  will  be  chosen  for  his 
virtue  and  intelligence,  and  not  because  he  may 
be  most  likely  to  bestow  his  favors  on  a  few  con- 
spicuous persons  in  a  lew  of  the  large  States.  He 
will  sit  easy  in  his  place,  conscious  that  the  people 
are  on  his  side.  He  will  remember  that  he  de- 
rived his  support  from  every  portion  of  the  Union, 
and  will  have  an  eye  to  the  interest  of  the  whole 
Union.  The  larfje  States  will  be  deprived  of  the 
power  of  combining  and  bargaining  for  the  high 
offices  of  the  General  Government.  Sectional 
feelings  will,  in  some  degree,  be  broken  down,  and 
union  and  harmony  will  be  effectually  preserved. 

Sir,  if  ever  there  be  a  time  when  a  subject  of 
this  kind  can  be  acted  on  Avith  propriety,  it  is  now. 
The  question  can  be  put  to  the  States  when  all  is 
tranquil ;  when  there  is  no  party  feeling  to  distort 
and  sway  the  minds  of  men.  It  is  a  time  when 
the  subject  can  receive  a  candid  and  dispassionate 
examination,  and  a  time  when  men  of  all  parties 
can  mingle  in  the  discussion  without  jealousy  or 
suspicion. 

The  States  will  not  be  surprised  at  the  passage 
of  the  resolution  on  your  table.  The  subject  is 
not  new  to  them :  the  States  of  North  Carolina, 
New  Jersey,  New  York,  Massachusetts,  Vermont, 
Virginia,  and  Pennsylvania,  and  some  others  that 
I  do  not  recollect,  have  all  given  their  consent, 
by  their  respective  legislatures,  to  the  proposed 
amendment. 

And  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  have  passed 
this  resolution  the  second  time.  Should  all  this 
have  no  weight  with  us?  It  is  only  for  us  to  put 
the  question  to  the  States,  and,  if  they  reject  it, 
then  it  is  at  an  end. 

And  let  it  be  remembered  that  we  do  not  possess 
all  the  power  on  the  subject  of  amending  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  That  instrument 
provides  another  method,  or  way,  by  which  it  may 
be  amended.  Two-thirds  of  the  States  have  the 
power  to  demand  of  us  a  convention  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  we  have  no  power  to  refuse  such  a  de- 
mand. 

Now,  sir,  is  it  not  better  for  us  to  propose  to 
amend  the  Constitution  in  a  single  point  than  to 
be  forced,  by  the  States,  to  call  a  convention, 
which,  when  convened,  will  have  the  power  to 
make  the  whole  instrument  pasii  in  review  ?  Sir, 
I  think  there  are  but  few  amongst  us,  that  are 
willing  to  submit  that  instrument  to  the  hands  of 
any  set  of  men  at  this  day.  I  mean  the  whole  in- 
strument. 

Sir,  I  am  done.  I  thank  the  Committee  for 
their  attention  whilst  I  have  endeavored  to  sub- 
mit the  few  reasons  which  induce  me  to  give  the 
vote  which  I  shall  give  on  this  subject.     The  re- 


marks that  I  have  submitted  have  been  very  de- 
sultory. I  had  not  thought  of  speaking  on  this 
subject  before  a  day  or  two  past,  and  I  should  not 
have  troubled  you  at  this  time,  but  from  a  belief 
that  some  person  should  bring  up  the  subject; 
and  knowing,  as  1  do,  that  the  State  that  1  in  part 
represent  has  felt  some  interest  on  this  subject,  I 
felt  it  somewhat  my  duty  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  to  it ;  believing  that,  when  the 
subject  was  brought  before  them,  that  it  was  one 
that  would  call  to  its  aid  gentlemen  of  more  ability 
and  experience  than  myself. 

Mr.  Smith's  motion  was  rejected  by  the  House. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Friday,  April  21. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Wavs  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Amorose  Vasse ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  allow- 
ance of  the  judges  of  the  orphans'  court  in  the 
counties  of  Washington  and  Alexandria,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Kent  moved  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  city 
of  Washington,  and  to  repeal  all  other  acts  here- 
tofore passed  for  that  purpose ;"  which  motion  was 
rejected  by  the  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  lo 
provide  for  clothing  the  Army  of  the  United 
States  in  domestic  manufactures,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as 
amended. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish 
an  uniform  mode  of  discipline  and  field  exercise 
for  the  militia  of  the  United  States,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  regulating  the  manner  of  set- 
tling the  accounts  of  the  several  deputy  surveyors 
in  the  Missouri  and  Arkansas  Territories,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  rejected. 

An  engrossed  bill,  to  designate  the  boundaries 
of  districts,  and  establish  land  offices  for  the  dis- 
posal of  the  public  lands,  not  heretofore  offered 
for  sale  in  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Indiana, 
was  read  the  third  time ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Linn,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  thirteen  sec- 
tioris  of  land  in  Canton  district,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  foUowing 
titles,  to  wit:  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L. 
Ogden,  and  others  ;  an  act  to  authorize  the  build- 
ing of  a  certain  number  of  small  vessels  of  war; 
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an  act  for  the  relief  -.f  Matthew  McNair  ;  an  act 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Leiper ;  and  an  act  con- 
firming the  proceedings  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
village  of  Cahokia,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  in 
laying  out  a  tow^n  on  the  commons  of  said  vil- 
lage :  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

REVISION  OF  THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bills  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Manufactures,  and  the  Committee  de- 
termined to  take  up,  first  in  order,  the  bill  "  to 
regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  and 
for  other  purposes."  This  bill  proposes  changes  in 
relation  to  the  duties  on  goods  imported,  in  the 
proportions  which  are  denoted  in  the  following 
table,  copied  from  that  compiled  and  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

A  comparative  view  of  the  existing  Tariff  of  Duties  on 
goods  imported  from  foreign  countries  as  established 
by  the  act  of  a7th  April,  1816,  entitled  "An  act  to 
regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  as 
amended  by  the  act  of  the  20th  of  April,  1818,  en- 
titled "Au  act  to  increase  the  duties  on  certain  man- 
ufactured articles  imported  in  the  United  States," 
and  that  propof^rd  by  the  bill  now  depending  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  "  to 
regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." 


ABTICLEB. 


Old  tariff.  New  tariff. 


Rate  of 

addition'l 

dutv. 


1 


First  class  of  articles, 

per  cent.  $007  1-2 

Second  i       15 

Third  I      20 

Fourth  and  fifth  ciass-l 

es,  viz : 
Woollen  manufactures! 
Cotton  do.,  and  cotton 
twist,  not  fom  India 
Ditto,  do.  from  India     i 
Linen  manufactures      i 
Clothiog,  ready  made 
Bonnets,  hats  ami  caps 
of  wool,  fur,  leather, 
straw,  chip,  or  silk 
Silk  manufactures  from 

India 
Printed  books 
Painted  or  stained  pa- 
per, and  paper  hang- 
ings 
Clocks  and  time-pieces 
Umbrellas,  sticks,  and 
apparatus    for     um- 
brellas 
Bonnets  and  cap*,  not 

otherwise  taxed 
Fans,  feathers,  flowers, 
millinery,  perfumes, 
washes 
Painted  floor  clothp,  oil 
cloths,  mats, salad  oil, 
capers,  mustard,  ol- 


25 

25 
25 
15 

30 


15 

15 


30 


iQ  12^ 
20 
25 


33    ") 


33 
40 
25 

40 


30 
35 


35 


\ 


2-3 
1-3 
1-4 


Say  1-3 


1 


30 


35 


STATEMENT— Continaed. 


JlllTICLES. 


I  Rate  of 

iOld  tariff.  New  tariff.; addition'l 

i \     duty. 


$020 
30 

20 

15 

15 

10 

200 

03 

144 

150 

03 

30 

03 

04 
03 
06 
06 
26 
25 
09 
03 
02 
05 
100 


nSay  1-6  a. 


ivcs,  preserves,  wa- 
fers, sweetmeats 
.Manufactures  of  wood, 
coarse  lace,  carriages, 
and  furniture  for  do 
Leather,    and     manu 
factures    of    leather, 
brushes,  canes 
Gilt  and  plated  ware 
Cut  glass 
China,  earthen,    stone 

ware,  and  crockery 
Manufactures  of  marble 

and  alabaster 
Ale,  beer,  and  porter,  in 
iHJttles,  galls. 

Do.  not  in  bottles  do. 
Alum,  cwt 

.\Imonds,  lb. 

Bl'k  glass  bottles,  grossj 
Boots,  pair 

Bristles,  lb. 

Playing  cards,        pack 
Tarred  cables,  and  cord- 
age lb. 
Untarred,  ditto,   twine 
and  thread  U>. 
Candles,  tallow         do. 
wax  and  sperm.,    do. 
China  Cassia            do. 
Cinnamon                 do. 
Cloves                       do. 
Cheese                       do. 
Chocolate                  do. 
Cocoa,                       do 
Coal,  heaped       bushel^ 
Copperas,                cwt. 
Copper     rods,     spikes, 
bolts,  and  nails,  and 
composition,  do.    lb.       04 
Corks,                        do.  15  per  ct 
Coffee,                        do.       05 
Cotton                        do.       03 
Currants,                  do.       03 
Figs,                           do.       03 
Fisb,  for'n  caught,  qntl.  .$1  00 
Mackerel,                 bbl.     1 50 
Salmon,  do.    300 
All  other  pick'd  fish,  do.     1 00 
Window  glass,  8  by  10, 

100  sq.ft.     2  50 
Ditto,     10  by  12,  do.    2  75 
over  10  by  12,  do.     325 
Plain   uncut  flint 

glass,  lb.  20  per  ct 

Glue,  do.       05 

Gunpowder,  do.       08 

Hemp,  cwt.     1 50 

Iron   and  s^teel   wire 

notovcrNo.  18,  lb.       05 
over  No.  18,  do.       09 

Iron  in  bars  and  bolts, 

manufactured    ex-  , 

cept  by  rolling,    cwt.       75 


$0  .t5 
35 

35 

35 


20 
15 
00 
04 
00 
00 
03 
35 


04 

05 
05 
08 
10 
33i 
35 
09 
04 
03 
05 
2  00 


04 
15 
06 
06 
04 
04 
00 
50 
00 
00 


Included 

in  two 

preced'g 

classes. 


1-3 
Lt 
1-S 
1-3 
1-4 
1-3 
Free. 
1-6 

1-8 

1-4 
%-t 
1-3 
3-3 

3-5 


1-3 

Double. 


1-5  do. 
Double. 
1-3  do. 
1-3  do. 


3  00 
3  25 
3  75 

10 

10 

10 

2  50 

05 
09 


1  25       I  2-3  p.  ct. 


1-5  do. 


Double. 
1-4  do. 
2  3  do. 


« 
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STATEMENT— Continued. 


AmricLKs. 


I  I  Kate  of 

Old  tariff.  New  tariff  (iddition'l 

I    duty. 


Iron  in  sheets,  rods, 

and  hoops,  do.  $2  54 

Iron  in  bars  and  h.ilts 
manufactured  by  rol- 
ling, cwt.     150 
Anchors,  do.     200 
Iron  in  \>\g*,  do.       50 
Iron  caettings,  do.        75 
8f)iide«  &.  (hovels,  each  20  per 
suit  and  tiitfs  for  build-; 
ing,  noi over  12  inch- 
es square,  per.     1000; 

13  to  14  in.  sq.      do. 

14  to  16  do.  do. 
IC  to  18  do.  do. 
\S  to  20    do,         do. 

Paper,  folio,  pot.  quarto, 

post,  crown,  Ac,   lb.. 30  per 
rojal,  imp.,  dec,   do.| 
printing,  and  cop- 


ct. 


'! 


Ct. 


do. 
do. 

gross 
lb.' 15. 
do.! 
do.i 


per  plate, 

other  coarse 
Screws  of  wire. 
Ginger,  rough, 

ground, 

preserved, 
Silk,  sewing,  and  silk  &' 

worsted  twist  lbJl5  prr 

Indi;{o,  do  I       15 

Lead  in  pigs  <Sc  bard,  do.;       0 1 

sheets,  do.!      01 

shot  of  lead,  do.'       02 

red  and  white,  dry     j 

do.l      03 


S-10 


ct. 


gal. 
lb, 
do 
do 
do. 


or  in  oil 

Mare, 

Mofassei:, 

Nails,  of  iron, 

Nutmegs, 

Pej.per, 

Pimento, 

Plunii  and  prunes,  do.l 

Raisins,   in  jars   or      { 

boxes,  Ib.I 

all  other  kinds,      do.| 

Salt,    buiibel  of  56  lbs. 

Ochre,  dry,  lb ' 

in  oil,  do 

Sleel,  cwt 

Cigars,  1000 

Spirits,  from  grain,  first* 
proof,  42  cl«.  ;  2d, I 
45;  3d,  46;  4th,  52;! 
5th.  CO;  over  5th,  75 
Fro.ni  other  materials, 
\*i,  :}8  ;  2il,  38  ;  3d. 
42;  4th,  48;  6lh,  57;' 
over  5lh,  70  ' 

8hocs  &  tilip'tt,  silk 
leather, 
for  children. 

Spikes  of  iron, 

2^««p,  IbJ 

ijug4r,  brown,  do. 


do. -$100 
05 
04 
60 
06 
08 
03 


03 
02 
20 
01 
01 
$100 
250 


same 


1-2 


pr., 
doj 
do." 

IbJ 


samt 
30 
25 
15 
03 
03 
03 


$3  00 


2  00 
2  00 

75 
1   50 

25 


2  00 

3  00 
1  00 

5  00 

6  00 

20 
15 

12i 

10 
8  to  20 
l.say  2 

04 

10 

1  50 
15 
01 

02    ^ 
03 

04 
1  25 
10 
05 
75 
10 
08 
04 

04 

03 

25 

01 

01^ 
1   50 
3  00 


same. 


tame. 
50 
.'>0 
25 
01 
04 
04 


1-5  do. 


1-3  do. 

1-2  do. 

Double. 


l-2p.ct. 

1-4  do. 
Double. 
l-4p.ct. 
1-4  do. 
1-2  do. 
1-3  i\o. 
1-3  do. 

1-3  do. 
1-2  do. 
1-4  do. 


1-a 

Double. 


1-3 

Double. 
2  3 
1-3 
1-3 


STATEMENT— Continued. 


ABTICLSS. 


powdered 
lump, 
loaf,  & 

Snuff, 
Tallow, 
Tea,    from 


do. 
do. 
sugar  can- 
do. 
do. 
ilo.| 
China,    in 


Old  tariff.; New 


I  Kate  of 

tariff,  addition*] 
,     duty. 


$004 
10 

12 
12 
01 


$0 


American  vofscls, bo- 
hea.  Ib.j 

Souchong  &,  all  other 
black  teas.     31  lb. 
Hyson  Skin,  do. 

Imperial,(iunpowder, 
&  Goinee,     68  lb. 
Hyson,    and    Young 
Hyson,  56  lb. 

Other  green.     38  lb. 
Tobacco,  m'nufacturcd, 
other  than  ^nuff  and 
cigars,  lb. 

A^'hiting,      and     Paris 
white  lb. 

Wines.  Burgundy,  Ma- 
deira, Tokay.  Cham- 
paign, and  Rhen- 
ish, galls. 
Sherry  and    St.   Lu- 
car,  galls. 
Lisbon,  Oporto,  and 
other»,of  I'ortugal, 
and  Sicily,      gjlU. 
Teneriffe,  Fayal.  and 
other   West    India 
i.sles,  galls, 
all  other  kinds,  galls, 
do.  in  bottles  orcnse8i30  per  ct 
Russia  duck,  ps.'$2  00 
Ravens     do.               do.     1 25 
Holland    do.               do.     2  50 
Spermaceti   oil,  of  for- 
eign flsherie5,     galls. 
Whale  oil.  do. 
Olive  oil,  in  casks,     do. 
Linseed  oil, 


12 

25 

27 

50 

40 
28 


10 


01 


100 


60 


.50 


40 
15 


05 
12i 

15 
45 
01 


25 

25 
25 

50 

40 

28 


10 
01 


25 

15 

25 

do.i  15  per  ct. 

say  16cts. 


AD     V  A  LOR  KM. 

Blue  vitriol. 
Oil  of  vitriol. 
Nitric  acid. 
Muriatic  acid. 
Sugar  of  lead. 


lb. 

do.^ 

do.l 

do.l 

do.i 
I 


I 


00 
25 
50 

25 
15 
25 
25 


06 
05 
06 
01 
08 


I^ 


Double. 


white,  clayed,  and 


11         I 


The  bill  having  Ix'en  read  through — 
Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Pennsylvania,  said: — In  pre- 
senting this  bill  to  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
it  is  proper  that  the  views  of  the  Committee  of 
Manufactures  should  be  fully  explained.  The  task 
assigned  to  them  has  been  one  of  no  ordinary  in- 
terest: the  .subjects  on  which  it  has  been  their 
duly  to  act  may  have  an  important  bearing  on 
the  whole  internal  policy  of  this  Government ;  and 
the  measures  recommended  are  such  as,  in  their 
opinion,  will  essentially  benefit  the  nation.    In  ma- 
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luring  them,  the  committee  have  not  (as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Fulleh,  seemed 
to  think)  considered  themselves  a  private  commit- 
tee, acting  on  the  private  petitions  of  individuals, 
who  sought  support  and  encouragement  from  Gov- 
ernment, at  the  expense  of  the  nation.     They  have 
not  examined  the  petitions  or  statements  of  manu- 
t'acturers,  with  a  view  of  a.scertaining  whether  their 
establishments  are   productive  or  losing.     Their 
interest  has  not  been  a  leading  inotire  in  our  minds: 
:t  was  of  little  importance ;  and  if  this  bill,  cither 
in  its  general  principles  or  its  details,  cannot  be 
supported  on  national  principles,  we  are  willing 
that  it  should  fall,  and  that  its  fate  shall  be  ours. 
We  have  thought  that  this  nation  can  never  be 
riourishing  or  mdependent,  unless   it  can  supply 
from  its  own  resources  its  food,  its  clothing,  and 
the  means  of  defence ;  that,  to  be  dependent  on 
foreign  nations  for  the  articles  essential  for  these 
purposes,  is  inconsistent  with  true  policy  ;  and  that 
the  system  which  has  entailed  on  us  tnis  depend- 
ence, uwxfX   be  radically  changed.     In  a  matter 
which  involved  so  many  interests,  we  found  many 
embarrassments — among   not   the  least  of  them, 
those  which  arose  from  the  duties  assigned  to  the 
different  committees  of  this  House.     The  Commit- 
tee of  Manufactures  was  a  new  one ;  its  powers 
and  duties  were  undefined  by  any  rule;  the  various 
.subjects  referred  to  them  related  as  well  to  the  rev- 
enue and  commerce  of  the  country,  as  its  manu- 
factures.    It  was  our  wish  that  each  committee 
should  act  on  its  appropriate  subjects,  not  to  en- 
croach on  the  jurisdiction  of  either.     It  was  our 
first  intention  to  have  reported  a  bill  which  should 
have  related  only  to  the  manufactures  of  the  coun- 
try.    But  the  House  will  recollect  that,  at  a  very 
early  period  of  the  session,  a  resolution  was  pa.ssed, 
calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report 
the  effect  on  the  revenue  of  a  prohibition  of  wool- 
lens, cottons,  and  iron  ;  that  his  reply  was,  that  an 
increase  of  duty  on  those  articles  would  impair  the 
revenue,  and  tend  to  introduce  smuggling.     This 
was  a  subject  on  which  we  knew  the  House  was 
sensitive;  a  deficit  in  the  receipts  of  this  year  of 
five  millions,  had  been  officially  announced  by  the 
Treasury.     The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
had  reported  no  bill,  had  recommended  no  means 
of  filling  the  Treasury,  and,  to  our  repeated  calls, 
had  answered  that  none  would  be  adopted  by  them. 
You  now  find  that  the  result  of  all  their  delibera- 
tions has  ended  in  the  bill  on  your  table,  author- 
izing a  loan  of  four  millions — two  directly,  and 
two  from  the  Sinking  Fund,  to  meet  the  ordinary 
expenses  of  the  year.     I  did  not  approve  of  the 
resolution  which  nad  thus  called  on  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  take  a  part  in  this  great  national 
controversy,  and  thought  it  not  right  in  gentlemen 
to  call  in  the  influence  of  that  department  against 
a  large  portion  of  the  nation,  struggling  against 
what  they  conceived  to  be  the  indifference  of  our 
own,  and  the  efforts  of  foreign  Governments.     To 
have  framed  a  bill  confined  to  the  sole  object  of 
promoting  the  manufactures  of  the  nation,  by  im- 
posing a  high  duty  on  those  of  others,  the  effect  of 
which  would  have  been  still  further  to  diminish  a 
rerenue  already  incompetent  to  our  ordinary  ex- 


penses, would  have  thrown  us  in  the  way  of  the 
very  difficulty  which  gentlemen  had  so  early  fore- 
seen, so  carefully  provided  against.  The  cry  of 
revenue,  the  Treasury,  and  smuggling,  would  have 
efliectually  defeated  all  our  projects.  There  was 
no  other  committee  disposed  to  act  in  concert  with 
us.  Left  thus  alone — the  Treasury  report  against 
an  increase  of  duties  ;  the  Treasury  itself  empty ; 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  unwilling  to 
assist  in  filling  it,  and  yet  called  upon  by  the  peti- 
tions of  thousands  of  individuals  to  do  something 
to  protect  the  industry  of  the  nation — the  commit- 
tee had  no  alternative  but  to  abandon,  subject  to 
certain  destruction,  the  great  interest  confided  to 
their  care,  or  to  go  the  extent  of  their  jurisdiction, 
and  report  a  system  which,  while  it  would  not  in- 


jure the  commerce,  should  aid  the  revenue,  and 
save  the  mamifactures  of  our  country.     In  recom- 
mending a  general  revision  of  the  existing  tariff, 
we  are  sensible  of  being  exposed  to  the  imputation 
of  encroaching  on  the  province  of  other  commit- 
tees ;  but,  as  they  have  declined  or  refused  to  act, 
I  hope  no  objections  on  this  score  will  come  from 
them.     From  the  House  I  anticipate  none — confi- 
dent in  the  hope  that  they  will  inquire,  not   so 
much  from  what  committee  this  bill  emanated,  as 
whe'.her  its  provisions  will   promote  the  general 
welfare.    And  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  House,  this 
measure  is  called  for  by  the  distres.ses  of  the  coun- 
try ;  if  it  will  tend  to  their  relief,  and  to  restore 
the  nation  to  its  former  prosperity ;  if  it  is  essen- 
tial that  such  encouragement  should  ever  be  given 
to  national  industry  as  will  enable  us  to  supply  the 
articles  of  our  own  consumption,  you  have  the  au- 
thority of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  saying 
that  tnis  is  the  proper  time.     In  his  annual  report 
on  the  finances,  he  tells  you  this  in  the  most  expli- 
cit language ;  he  tells  you,  too,  that  your  present 
revenue  is  insufficient — you  must  increase  it,  or 
diminish  your  expenditure. 

This  is   a  time  of  profound  peace,  when  our 
expenses  are  those  only  of  an  ordinary  Peace  Es- 
tablishment ;  no  national  calamity  has  befallen  us ; 
yet  a  loan  is  necessary  for  the  present  year,  and  a 
larger  one  will  be  required  for  the  next.     "When  a 
system  of  revenue  has  thus  completely  failed,  and 
from  the  operation  of  plain  and  natural  cau.'^es  ; 
when  we  cannot  flatter  ourselves  that,  in  the  pres- 
ent state  of  the  world,  it  can  become  better,  but  are 
certain  that  it  must  become  worse,  it  is  time  to  look 
to  our  situation,  and  retrace  our  error.     It  is  an 
unpleasant  duty  in  any  committee  to  be  obliged  to 
examine  existing  systems,  and  recommend  achange, 
but  it  will  be  at  once  perceived  that  the  nation 
which  relies  for  the  means  of  paying  its  expenses 
solely  on  imposts,  must  encourage  the  importation, 
and  not  the  manufacture,  of  its  article  of  consump- 
tion.    Whilst  this  is  its  policy,  its  internal  industry 
must  be  confined  to  articles  of  eijHjrt,  to  pay  for 
foreign  fabrics  which  are  imported.     With  impor- 
tations, revenue  must  diminish  ;  and  this  has  been 
the  reason  why  all  attempts  to  promote  our  own 
manufactures  have  hitherto  failed.     Now  the  sys- 
tem must  be  changed  ;  you  must  either  make  per- 
petual loans,  or  open  new  sources  of  revenue,  by 
giving  a  new  turn  to  the  labor  of  the  nation.     At 
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all  events,  I  beg  gentlemen  to  consider  that,  to  rae, 
the  danger  to  the  Treasury  is  no  answer  to  this 
bill :  if  it  is  empty,  it  is  not  my  fault.  Two  short 
years  since,  I  was  in  a  proud  minority  of  five  that 
opposed  the  repeal  of  those  taxes  which,  if  con- 
tinued, would  have  given-you  an  abundant  revenue. 
If,  in  their  abolition,  the  encouragement  of  manu- 
factures has  been  retarded,  let  no  inconsistency  be 
charged  upon  me  ;  if  the  system  has  failed,  it  is  not 
because  it  has  not  had  iis  full  and  fair  operation, 
but  because  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  present  sit- 
uation of  this  country  and  Europe.  You  may 
resort  to  temporary  expedients;  but  the  people  of 
this  country  will  not  consent  to  a  continual  accu- 
mulation of  debt,  in  order  to  protract  a  system  which 
can  alone  heal  the  general  diNtress.  What  must 
be  done  should  be  done  soon.  The  able  and  intel- 
ligent officer  at  the  head  of  your  finances  tells  you 
this  is  the  time  ;  and  I  tell  you,  that  you  may  as 
well  avoid  the  approaches  of  old  age,  or  the  stroke 
of  death,  as  a  change  in  your  financial  system. 
You  must  not  wait  till  the  voice  of  the  people  calls 
for  it  in  language  which  you  cannot  resist,  and 
when  the  revulsion  will  be  so  sudden  as  to  shake 
to  its  foundation  the  system  to  which  gentlemen 
now  cling  so  eagerly.  If  this  miserable  system  of 
impost,  as  the  exclusive  source  of  revenue,  is  ne- 
cessary for  the  support  of  commerce  ;  if  the  internal 
industry  of  the  country  is  to  be  checked  and  pro- 
tracted till  public  opinion  demands  the  change,  let 
gentlemen  beware  lest  all  parts  of  the  system  go 
too^ther. 

Those  who  now  complain  that  the  Committee 
of  Manufactures,  propose  too  much,  will,  when 
that  day  arrives,  (and  come  it  must.)  regret  the 
rejection  of  thi^  bill,  which  proposes  a  change — 
gradual,  but  necessary  for  the  prosperity  of  the 
country.  In  proposing  it,  the  committee  are  aware 
that,from  one  side  of  the  House,  we  shall  be  assailed 
with  the  cry  of — you  will  ruin  commerce ;  from 
the  other,  agriculture;  and  from  all,  smuggling 
and  revenue.  In  telling  us  that  commerce  supports 
the  Grovernment  and  furnishes  its  revenues,  gen- 
tlemen must  not  deceive  themselves  in  thinking 
that  the  people  of  this  country  do  not  know  that 
the  consumer  of  foreign  goods,  and  not  the  for- 
eigner or  importer,  pays  the  impost.  The  con- 
sumption of  foreign  produce,  and  not  its  importa- 
tion, is  the  source  of  the  revenue  ;  a  kind  of  taxa- 
tion the  more  oppressive  on  the  people,  because, 
by  employing  the  merchant  or  collector,  the  con- 
sumer pay-^.  not  only  the  amount  of  duties,  but  the 
accumulated  profits  of  all  the  merchants  through 
whose  hands  the  article  passes,  from  the  custom- 
house to  the  consumer.  If  the  committee  are  cen- 
sured for  speaking  thus  plainly  of  a  system  on 
which  this  Government  has  hitherto  rested  for  its 
support,  the  House  must  recollect  that,  at  its  organ- 
ization, impost  was  only  one.  not  the  exclusive 
source  of  revenue.  As  soon  as  the  debts  of  the 
Revolution  were  assumed  by  the  New  Congress, 
a  sy.^tem  of  excise  and  internal  taxation  was  re- 
sorted to,  as  a  paramount  means  of  paying  the 
interest  of  the  National  Dt  bt.  Durinir  tiie  admin- 
istration of  General  Washington  and  his  immedi- 
ate successor,  an  excise  on  spirits,  snuff,  and  snuff 


mills,  duties  on  refined  sugar,  licenses  to  retailers, 
carriages,  auctions,  and  a  stamp  act  and  land  tax, 
were  imposed.  Let  it  not  be  forgotten  that,  in  the 
preamble  to  the  act  for  laying  an  impost,  the  en- 
couragement of  domestic  manufactures  was  one  of 
the  avowed  objects  of  the  law.  This  was  the 
revenue  system  of  the  founders  of  our  Grovernment. 
We  do  not  attack,  but  rest  upon  it ;  it  is  the  only 
one  on  which  this  nation  can  rely  for  permanent 
protection  in  a  time  of  European  j)eace ;  we  must 
recur  to  it,  unless  another  great  convulsion  should 
again  derange  all  the  institutions  of  the  civilized 
world.  The  po'icyofthis Government  was  changed, 
not  because  it  was  found  unwise,  but  because  the 
continuance  of  the  war  in  Europe  rendered  it  un- 
necessary. Then  other  nations  wanted  our  pro- 
visions; their  price  was  such  that  the  labor  of  this 
country  was  diverted  from  its  natural  course.  In- 
stead of  making,  we  imported  the  articles  of  com- 
mon consumption.  Theimpostwas  found  sufficient 
for  all  our  wants.  But,  in  the  change  of  events,  Eu- 
rope can  now  feed  herself,  and  can  compete  with 
us  in  other  markets  for  our  provisions.  Those 
nations  I'rom  whom  we  import  the  most,  now 
refuse  to  receive  our  produce  at  any  price.  Thus 
there  ha?,  been  a  radical  change  in  those  relations 
with  other  nations,  which  gave  tke  turn  to  our 
national  industry.  A  wise  legislature  will  and 
must  shape  its  internal  policy  to  meet  the  changes 
which  make  a  revision  necessary.  The  present  is 
not  a  forced,  but  the  natural  and  settled  state  of 
this  country.  The  events  of  the  last  thirty  years 
have  been  unparalleled  in  history ;  we  must  not 
expect  their  recurrence,  at  least  in  our  time.  It 
requires  no  reasoning  to  prove  that  measures  cal- 
culated on  a  general  war  in  Europe,  will  not  suit 
a  general  state  of  peace ;  they  must  and  will  be 
controlled  by  circumstances.  We  must  look  to 
facts,  and  profit  by  experience.  Effects  will  flow 
from  causes ;  they  cannot  be  averted  or  avoided  ; 
we  must  meet  them  sooner  or  later.  It  is  best  not 
to  attempt  to  conceal  from  ourselves  or  the  nation 
the  necessity  of  coming  back  to  the  original  system 
on  which  this  Grovernment  first  commenced  its 
operations.  In  proposing  the  measures  which  the 
committee  have  reported,  we  have  thought  it  best 
to  avow  tlie  intention  to  be  such  a  change  in  our 
internal  policy  as  will  gradually  lead  the  people  ot 
this  country  to  be  independent  of  any  other  for  the 
essential  articles  of  subsistence,  and  the  means  ot 
defence.  We  well  know  it  is  a  thankless,  ungra- 
cious task.  The  manufacturers  complain  that  too 
little,  the  merchants  that  every  thing,  and  I  well 
know  that  here  it  is  thought  that  too  much  has  been 
done.  These  measures  have  caused  much  excite- 
ment. This  is  not  the  time  to  expect  that  justice 
will  bf?  done  to  our  motives.  But  the  committee 
have  this,  and  it  is  no  small  satisfaction,  that, 
though  they  have  not  pleased  others,  they  have 
plea  >ed  themselves.  Their  system  has  been  matured 
with  inucli  pains,  and  with  the  most  anxious  desire 
to  relieve  alike  all  the  suffering  interests  of  the 
country.  How  far  this  bill  is  so  calculated,  the 
House  will  judge,  from  an  examination  and  com- 
parison with  the  existing  tariff,  which  I  will  now 
explain,  begging  that  gentlemen  will  not  forget 
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one  thing — that  the  present  tariff  was  a  revenue  j 
bill,   reported   by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  more  to  aid  the  Treasury  than  to  protect  i 
the  industry  of  the  country.     The  report  of  Mr. 


mere  suggestion  of  this  danger,  against  this  small 
increase  of  duties  ;  which  is.  in  effect,  only  com- 
ing back  to  the  old  rates  before  the  war.  We  are 
not  to  be  deterred  by  threats  of  this  kind  ;  and, 
Dallas  was  strongly  in  favor  of  domestic  manufac-  judging  from  experience,  have  no  fears  that  an 
tnres  ;  yet,  in  that  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and    mcrease  of  duUes,  even  to  the  war  rates,  would 


produce  this  effect ;  but  if  there  was  danger,  it  is 
no  argument  to  us  to  be  told  that  this  Grovernment 
is  unable  to  enforce  measures  which  are  adopted 
as  necessary  to  the  general  welfare.  We  are  not 
weak  ;  our  laws  are  not  so  insufficient ;  the 


so 


Means,  it  is  remarkable  that  the  word  manufac- 
tures is  not  mentioned.  I  presume  that  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  who  was  then  the 
chairman  of  that  committee,  had  then  the  same 
opinion  on  this  subject  that  he  now  entertains. 

When  gentlemen  complain  of  the  extravagant  pro-  rates  proposed  have  been  collected,  and  they  can 
tection  that  this  bill  affords  to  national  industry,  j  and  will  be  collected  if  enacted.  When  the  dan- 
they  are,  perhaps,  not  aware  that,  in  general,  it  j  ger  becomes  realized,  it  will  be  time  to  apply  the 
exceeds  but  in  a  small  degree  that  recommended,  remedy.  W^hile  it  is  merely  fanciful,  and,  as  I 
in  1816,  from  the  Treasury,  almost  exclusively  for  believe,  held  out  to  defeat  the  salutary  provisions 
revenue.  They  must  not  think  it  strange  if  a  of  this  bill,  I  shall  not  deem  it  w^orthy  of  further 
Committee  of  Manufactures,  combining  this  with  '  notice.  The  next  rate  of  duty  is  25  per  cent.;  in 
other  great  national  objects,  should  have  felt  it  their  !  the  present  tariff  these  articles  are  rated  at  20,  but 
duty  to  propose  some  changes  necessary  to  meet  i  in  the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 


the  calls  of  the  country 

The  bill  proposes — 

A  duty  ot  12^  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  the  arti- 
cles enumerated  in  the  first  class,  and  20  per  cent. 


and  Means  they  were  recommended  at  22.  I  hope 
it  will  not  be  thought  extravagant  that  we  pro- 
pose an  addition  of  three  per  cent.  Articles  of 
copper  are  at  present  at  25  per  cent.     One  exprcs- 


on  all  not  enumerated,  which  embrace  many  man-    sion  i''  changed,  which  will  be  found  to  apply  to 

ufactures,  but  which  it  was  thought  best  not  to 

particularize.     In  the  present  tariff,  these  were  at 

7^  and  15  per  cent.    1  he  committee  could  discern 

no  good  reason  for  leaving  them  at  this  low  rate 

of  duty,  and  were  abundantly  convinced  that,  for 

the  double  purpose  of  revenue  and  manufactures,    made  of  that  which  pays  lowest;  thus  defrauding 

the  revenue  and  injuring  the  manufacturer.  To 
avoid  this,   the  committee  have  adopted  the  ex- 


most  of  the  ad  valorem  articles  in  this  bill ;  in  the 
old  tariff  it  is  "material  of  chief  value;"  this 
creates  great  difficulty  at  the  custom-house,  where 
an  article  is  composed  of  materials  paying  a  dif- 
ferent rate  of  dutv  ;  it  is  generally  entertained  as 


the  proposed  rates  were  proper.  It  would  l>e  going 
too  much  in  detail  to  trace  the  various  rates  of  ad 
valorem  duties  from  1739  to  1S04.  In  that  year 
they  were  permanently  fixed  at  12^,  15,  and  20; 
with  the  addition  of  the  Mediterranean  F'und,  they 
were  15,  17^,  and  22^,  and  continued  so  during  the 
most  prosperous  period  of  our  commerce  and  re- 
venue, till,  in  1812,  when  the  permanent  duties 
were  doubled,  making  27^,  32^,  and  42^.  They 
continued  so  until  1815.  after  the  peace,  when  the 
Mediterranean  Fund  ceased,  and   the  duties  re- 


pression "component  material,"  so  that  any  arti- 
cle composed  of  mixed  materials  pays  the  duty  of 
the  highest.  The  House  will  observe  that  there 
is  in  this  clause  a  drawback  of  tht  duties  on  sheet 
copper,  used  in  building  or  repairing  ships  ;  in  the 
present  tariff  "copper  and  brass  in  pigs,  bars,  or 
plates,  suited  to  the  sheathing  of  ships,"  is  duty 
free.  Under  this  clause  all  sheet  brass  and  cop- 
per imported,  for  whatever  purpose,  is  embrac€«. 


mained  till  July,  1816,  at  the  rates  of  25,  30,  and  to  the  great  injury  of  one  class  of  manufactures, 
40  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  Had  they  remained  so,  i  and  the  diminution  of  the  revenue.  While  the 
you  would  not  have  been  assailed  by  general  cries  i  committee  are  fully  disposed  to  protect  that  most 
of  distress  from  all  parts  of  the  nation  ;  we  should  i  noble  manufacture,  a  ship,  they  are  unwilling  that 
have  enjoyed,  not  a  nominal,  but  a  real  independ-  !  any  other  advantage  should  be  taken  of  a  provi- 
ence;  our  resources  would  not  have  been  sent  sion  intended  solely  for  this  purpose.  It  is  believed 
abroad  to  protect  and  reward  theindustry  of  others,  that  this  object  is  fully  answered  by  the  proposed 
to  the  ruin  of  our  own  merchants,  manufacturers,  drawback.  It  has  been  submitted  to  intelligent 
and  farmers.  But  it  was  thought  proper  to  reduce  and  experienced  merchants,  and  no  objections  have 
the  duties;  and  the  fear  of  smuggling,  it  seems, '  occurred.  While  on  this  subject,  I  must  no- 
is  assigned  as  the  reason.  I  am  not  enoujjh  ac-  tice  some  publications  in  which  the  committee 
quainted  with  the  mysteries  of  commerce  to  know  are  charged  with  hostility  to  commerce  and  ship- 
what  is  the  smugglinff  point.  '  building,  in  raising  the  duty  on  sheathing  copper 

Gentlemen  may  tjilk  about  it  as  they  please ;    and  sail  duck.     The  best  answer  to  the  charge  is. 


there  is  no  evidence  that  our  duties  have  ever  been 
so  high  that  there  has  been  smuggling  to  any  great 
extent.  From  1804  to  1812  the  lowest  rate  of 
duties  was  12^  per  cent.;  we  heard  no  complaints 
then;  during  the  y^ar  1815.  and  the  first  six 
months  of  1816,  the  lowest  duty  was  25  per  cent. 
The  importation  of  ad  valorem  articles  in  1815, 
amounted  to  eighty-six  millions  of  dollars,  and 
gentlemen  are  called  on  for  the  proof  of  smug- 
gling.     They  must   give  reasons  better  than  the 

,         16th  Con.  1st  Scse.— 01 


that  it  is  not  true  ;  in  fact  this  bill  proposes  no 
change  on  either  ;  the  duck  is  an  important  article 
of  manufacture,  for  which  we  ought  not  to  be  de- 
pendent on  any  other  nation,  and  which  ought  to 
be  encouraged  ;  yet  the  Committee  were  unwilling 
to  interfere  with  it.  We  expect  much  abuse  and 
have  received  no  little ;  but  let  me  give  one  word 
of  advice  to  those  inclined  to  bestow  it  so  liberally ; 
read  before  you  write. 

The  next  clause  proposes  a  duty  of  thirty-three 
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per  cent,  on  woollens.    In  Mr.  Dallas's  tarifl'  it  was  ] 
proposed  at  twenty-eight.     On  cotton*;,  of  thirty- 1 
three ;  the  same  a>.  proposed  by  him.     Both  are  i 
now  at  twenty-five.     These  bein<j  among  the  most  | 
important  items  in  the  bill,  the  House  must  in- 
dulge me  in  going  fully  into  the  reasons  which  j 
have  induced  the  committee  to  propose  the  addi-  , 
tional  duty.     It  would  seem  almost  unnecessary  i 
to  convince  this  House,  that  the  interest  of  the  j 
nation  required  that  it  should  clothe  itself;  that  it 
ought  to  feed   itself,  will  not   be  denied  ;  yet  food 
is  not  more  necessary  than  raiment ;  and  I  cannot 
see  how  any  people  can  be  independent  who  must 
look  abroad'  for  that.    At  all  events,  the  committee 
iiave  thought  that,  in  bottoming  this  bill  on  this 
national  principle,  that  we  ought  to  feed,  clothe, 
and  be  able  to  defend  ourselves,  we  placed  it  on 
ground  that  could  not  easily  be  shaken.     Our  mo- 
tives rise  higher  than  the  interest  of  manufacturers; 
whether  they  make  or  lose  money  now  ;  whether 
it  tends  to  enrich  one  or  another,  or  all  classes  of 
society,  has  scarcely  entered  into  our  considera- 
tion.    The  nation  must  command  its  own  con- 
sumption, its  own  means  of  defence.     The  last 
war  found  us  destitute.     I  beg  the  House  to  re- 
member what  the  gentleman  from   Kentucky  told 
us  the  other  day  ;  that  our  gallant  soldiers  were 
destitute  of  clothing,  until  the  Government  con- 
nived at  smuggling,  to  procure  cloth  from  the  na- 
tion with  whom  we  were  contending.     National 
feeling,  if  not  interest,  should  forbid  the  recurrence 
of  such  a  scene ;  it  shall  not  be  charged  on  the 
Committee  of  Manufactures.     If  it  was  right  in 
181G  to  impose  a  duty  of  twentv  five  per  cent,  on 
woollens  and  cottons,  principally  with  a  view  to 
revenue,  there  will  be  found  a  strong  reason  for  its 
increase  in  the  duties  now  imposed  by  the  British 
Government,  of  six  pence  sterling  on  every  pound 
of  wool,  and  six  per  cent,  ail  valorem  on  cotton 
wool,  imported  after  the  5th  January,  1820.    Wool 
has  been  an  article  of  export  from  this  country  to 
England.     The  new  duty  excludes  it ;  the  ports 
are  now  shut  against  your  provisions;  they  will 
not  permit  its  importation  till  the  price  of  wheat 
is  ten  shillings  sterling  a  bushel.     Let  those  who 
complain  so  much  that  the  agricultural  interest 
will  suffer  by  this  bill,  reflect  on  tnese  facts.    Let  the 
farmer  decide  whether  it  is  most  for  his  interest 
to  purchase  his  clothing  from  the  foreign  manu- 
facturer, who  will  purchase  neither  his  wool  nor 
his  provisions  ;  or  the  domestic  one,  who  will  give 
him  a  market  for  both,  in  his  anxiety  to  guard 
against  the  profits  which  may  accrue  to  his  neigh- 
bors and  countrymen,  by  the  success  o(  their  man- 
ufactures.    Let  him  be  sure  that  he  falls  into  bet- 
ter hands  by  trusting  himself  to  the  liberality  of 
foreigners.     It  i>  feared  that  there  will  bo  a  mo- 
nopoly and  a  desire  of  speculation,  if  our  own  coun- 
trymen can  supply  our  demands ;  yet  there  seems 
to  be  no  fear  that  our  course  of  policy  should  jjive 
that  monopoly  to  the  British  manufacturers.   Hun- 
dreds, thousands  of  our  citizens,  are  out  of  employ- 
ment; they  would  add  infinitely  to  the  national 
wealth,  to  our  independence,  and  save  its  resources 
at  home,  if  their  labor  was  employed  in  converting 
our  raw  materials  into  fabrics  tor  our  own  use. 


But  it  is  contended  that  our  true  policy  is  to  employ 
the  labor  of  other  nations,  pay  them  the  profits  of 
their  manufactures,  for  the  purpose  of  directing 
the  industry  of  ours  to  productions  which  can  find 
no  market  abroad,  and  have  no  value  at  home. 
These  new  duties  imposed  in  England  on  wool 
and  cotton,  ought  to  awaken  us  to  our  situation ; 
no  part  of  the  country  ought  to  be  more  alive  to 
their  effects  than  that  from  which  the  opposition  to 
this  measure  i>  the  greatest.  England  does  not 
wish  to  encourage  the  cotton  of  America.  She 
gives  you  unequivocal  indications  of  her  i)olicy. 
She  will  take  it  till  her  colonies  can  furnish  her 
supplies.  Though  her  best  customer,  though  she 
now  depend  on  us  for  the  raw  material  to  support 
her  manufactures,  she  takes  wool  from  the  conti- 
nent, cotton  from  us;  but  imposes  heavy  import 
duties,  which  are  paid  by  us  who  consume  the 
manufactured  articles.  We  thus  furnish  her  Ciov- 
ernment  with  revenue,  her  laborers  with  employ- 
ment, while  ours  are  idle. 

I  am  afraid  we  are  not  aware  of  the  bold  and 
dangerous  experiment  we  are  trying.    We  are  now 
to  decide  on  the  course  of  internal  policy  which 
shall  best  develope  the  resources,  promote  the  in- 
dustry, and  secure  the  independence  of  the  coun- 
try.     Is  there   not  some   danger  of  our   erring, 
by  adopting  the  system  which   best  accords  with 
the  views  of  the  British  Government?     If  it  were 
submitted  to  them  to  choose  a  set  of  measures  for 
us  which  would  best  promote  their  interest,  we 
well  know  it  would  be  such  as  would  secure  to 
their  merchants,  manufacturers,  and  mechanics, 
the  supply  of  all  our  articles  of  consumption  and 
defence  ;  to  give  to  them  the  employment  of  the 
labor  and   the  profits  of  converting  the  raw  ma- 
terials into  fabrics  for  use.    It  is  the  source  of  their 
national  greatness;  the  great  object  to  which  all 
their  efforts  are  directed  ;  their  policy  is  most  un- 
yielding and  unbending.     It  has  existed  for  ages, 
and  been  completed  by  a  steady  and  uniform  series 
of  legislation  ;  they  have  not  left  things  to  '•  regu- 
late themselves;"  this  has  not  been,  it  will  not  be, 
their  maxim;  but  they  wish  to  see  it  adopted  by 
those  who  are  to   be  the  dupes  of  their  policy. 
What  is  sound  political  economy  there,  is,  it  seems, 
heretheravingofmadness,theresultof  empiricism; 
yet  it  would  excite  some  sensation  in  this  House  if 
the  Ministers  of  England  should  formally  present 
us  with  a  plan  for  our  adoption ;  we  should,  at 
least,  inquire  whether  it  was  the  result  of  their 
friendship  to  us,  and  whether  it  would  not  be  as 
safe  to  trust  to  the  opinion  and  advice  of  our  own 
statesmen.    To  import  only  our  raw  materials  and 
provisions,  to  be  our  exclusive  merchants  and  car- 
riers, was  their  colonial  policy  before  the  Revolu- 
tion.    The  great  men  whose  wisdom  carried  us 
through  that  struggle,  did  not  then  think  that  the 
system  of  internal  policy  which  was  best   calcu- 
lated to  secure  our  independence  and  to  coerce 
England  to  respect  our  rights,  was  to  aflord  em- 
ployment lo  her  citizens,  encouragement  to  her 
artificers,  to  the  imjwveri^hment  of  our  own. 

The  immortal  Congress  of  1774,  entered  into 
an  agreement  not  to  export  any  produce  to  Eng- 
land, to  import  no  goods  from  that  country,  to 


1925 

April,  1820. 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1926 


Revision  of  the  Tariff. 


H.  OP  R. 


consume  none  made  there ;  and  denounced,  as  en- 1  Grovernment,  who  buy  at  their  own  price.  Rice, 
emics  to  American  liberty,  any  person  who  would  j  from  India,  pays  one  dollar  per  100 ;  from  Amer- 
friolate  this  agreement.  It  has  never  been  charged  '  ica,  two  dollars.  Thus,  we  find  the  two  nations 
on  Bonaparte  that  he  was  deficient  in  foresight,  I  witii  whom  our  intercourse  is  the  greatest,  pursue 
or  did  not  understand  the  mode  of  attacking  his  j  the  same  jKilicy  as  to  our  great  agricultural  pro- 
enemy.  His  continental  system  was  not  aimed  at  j  ducts,  the  only  ones  they  receive  from  us:  they 
the  influence  or  political  pow'er  of  England,  but  j  are  enriched  by  the  manufacture  of  it — we  pur- 
against  her  manufactures.  That  he  knew  to  be  '  chase  immense  Quantities  of  their  cottons,  and 
the  source  of  her  power,  and  there  he  attacked  !  woollens,  and  silks ;  these  favors  produce  no  re- 
her.  To  save  them,  England  fought  and  subsi-  j  laxation  on  their  part.  Our  agriculture  and  man- 
jdized  all  Europe.     There  has  been  a  strange  rev-    ufactures  are  now  prostrate,  and  commerce  goes 


olution  in  the  moral  world,  if  the  connexion  be 

tween  causes  and  effects  is  now  dissolved  ;  if  the 

measures  which,  in  1774,  were  necessary  to  se- 


next.  With  England  it  is  safe,  not  because  it  can 
regulate  itself,  but  because  it  is  regulated  by  a  con- 
vention, to  the  observance  of  which  the  national 


cure,  would  now  be  destructive,  of  the  great  inter-    faith  is  pledged.     With  France  we  have  none, 
pstsof  this  nation.     We  have  been  taught  to  look  !  Your  ships  are  now  said  to  be  virtually  excluded 


with  veneration  to  that  Congress  ;  it  is,  indeed,  a 
change,  when  we  forget  their  maxims;  and,  in 
contending  with  the  same  nation,  for  the  same 
rights,  reject  and  spurn  their  principles  as  wild 
and  ruinous,  anxious  to  adopt  those  recommended 


from  their  ports.  This  part  of  your  commerce  is 
now  to  be  protected  by  regulations — by  a  bill  now 
on  your  table,  laying  a  duty  of  eighteen  dollars 
per  ton  on  French  shipping.  This  code,  remem- 
ber, is  not  the  offspring  of  the  age  of  benighted 


by  the  Ministry  and  political  economists  of  Eng-  ■  ignorance,  prejudice,  or  exploded  theories,  or  of 
land.  This  is,  at  all  events,  a  dangerous  experi-  the  man  against  whom  all  Europe  combined  ;  but 
ment ;  before  we  trust  too  much  on  it,  we  ought '  in  1817,  by  the  Government  which  has  been  re- 
to  be  sure  that  the  solid  interests  of  the  country,  j  stored  by  a  common  struggle,  existing  in  all  the 
and  not  its  destruction,  is  their  governing  princi-  effulgence  of  the  light  which  has  been  shed  on  the 
pie.  It  will  be  said  that  more  liberal  ideas  are  ]  subject  by  their  own  and  English  writers  on  polit- 
now  adopted  by  other  nations  ;  that  the  principles  j  icaf  economy,  who  are  not  regarded  by  the  Gov- 
of  political  economy  are  now  better  understood,  ernments  where  they  live;  whose  books  are  for 
France  has  been  mentioned  ;  but  when  her  tarifl"  exportation,  not  for  home  consumption,  and  now 


is  examined,  it  will  be  found  to  be  more  rigid — to 
contain  more  prohibitions  than  that  of  England. 
As  to  us,  it  contains  some  provisions  which,  I 
think,  cannot  fail  to  alarm  the  agriculturists,  the 
cotton  planters  of  this  country.     It  i>  worthy  the 


for  sale  in  your  lobby,  to  enlighten  you  on  the 
merits  oi  this  bill.  It  i>  a  matter  of  much  regret 
to  me  to  find  their  opinions  quoted  with  respect 
here,  when  they  are  disregarded  where  they  are 
known.     There  is  no  country  but  this  that  studi- 


attention  of  this  House  to  look  at  their  import  j  ously  leaves  her  great  concerns  to  regulate  them- 
selves. They  are  all  guarded  and  preserved  by 
regulations  of  the  most  rigorous  kind.  Yet  it 
seems  to  be  expected  that,  when  our  establi.sh- 
ments  are  obliged  to  contend  with  those  of  other 
countries,  the  latter,  aided  by  all  the  force  and  in- 
fluence of  public  opinion  anil  legislation,  ours  can 
succeed  against  this  unequal  competition,  the  ne- 
glect of  Government  and  public  prejudice.  If  the 
nations  with  whom  we  vie  would  adopt  the  same 
maxims,  then  the  industry  of  the  country  wotild 
protect  itself.  All  that  is  asked  is  to  meet  regu- 
lation by  regulation,  and  thus  make  the  competi- 
tion fair  and  equal.  Apply  to  their  products  the 
same  rule  that  they  apply  to  ours  ;  if  they  tax  our 


duties  on  cotton  woul 

From  India,  .30  f.  per   100  kil.,  equal  to  ;?3  per  cwt. 
Other  countries   out  of  Europe.    40  f.    per    100  kil.. 

equal  to  $4  per  cwt. 
Entrepots,  50  f.  per  100  kil.,  equal  to  .'*>.5  per  cwt. 
Turkey,  15  f.  per  100  kil.,  equal  to  $1   50  per  cwt. 
French   colonies.  10  f.  per    100   kil.,  equal  to  ijjl  per 

cwt. 

This  short  item  contains  much  information  and 
instruction.  Their  whole  tariff  breathes  against 
your  agriculture  and  commerce  a  spirit  of  hostil- 
ity as  unequivocal  as  any  regulation  of  England  ; 
as  to  cotton  more  so  ;  it  is  a  duty  of  four  dollars 
per  100  pounds ;  equal  to  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 


on  the  raw  material,  while  England  imposes  only  i  raw  materials,  tax  their  manufactures  to  the  en- 


6  ;  that  it  is  aimed  at  this  country  is  evident  from 
its  being  S2  50  \wx  100  pounds,  more  tlian  on  cot- 
ton from  Turkey,  and  one  dollar  more  than  from 
India.  If  it  is  a  reason  why  the  cotton  of  Tur- 
key should  be  preferred  on  account  of  the  profits 
of  her  trade,  it  cannot  extend  to  India,  to  which 
they  export  little  ;  but  ought  to  bear  lightly  on  us, 
as  we  are  one  of  the  best  customers  of  France  for 
her  wines,  brandy,  silks,  cotton,  and  small  wares. 
She  requires  our  cotton  now,  but  this  duty  is  an 
earnest  of  what  you  may  expect  from  her  when 
she  can  procure  a  supply  from  her  colonies  or 
other  countries.  She  receives  vour  tobacco,  but 
takes  care  to  exclude  us  from  all  chance  of  a  com- 
petition in  the  market,  by  compelling  a  sale  to  the 


couragement  of  ours ;  if  they  exclude  our  provis- 
ions, exclude  their  products ;  let  our  legislation 
keep  pace  with  theirs ;  then  our  industry  will  be 
protected,  foreign  nations  will  be  compelled  to  ob- 
serve, practicalfy,  the  rule  which  they  discard  from 
their  code,  but  press  into  ours — 'Met  things  regu- 
late themselves.'"  I  shall  be  satisfied  with  any 
course  if  it  is  uniform.  No  regulation,  or  regula- 
tion against  regulation.  If  these  views,  or  any  of 
them,  are  correct,  it  will  not  be  thought  unreason- 
able that  the  committee  have  recommended  an  ad- 
ditional duly  on  cotton  and  woollens  of  eight  per 
cent. ;  it  is  not  so  much  a  protecting  as  a  counter- 
vailing duty,  to  counteract  the  new  duties  imposed 
in  France  and  England  on  our  cotton  and  wool. 
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Had   these  duties  existed,  or  been  known  at  the 
time  of  forming  our  present  tariff,  it  is  but  reason- 
able to   believe  that  the  duty  would  have  been 
higher.     The  proposed  addition  is  certainly  mod- 
erate, and  consistent  Avith  eviry  principle  of  na- 
tional   interest.     The  minimum    has    not    been 
changed.     It  is  propter  here  to  remark  that,  by 
estimating  all  cotton  goods  to  have  cost  25  cents  j 
a  yard,  and  assessing  the  duty  on  that  sum,  the  , 
coarser  cottons  of  India  have  been  excluded  ;  and  ; 
1  beg  the  House  not   to   lose  sight  of  one  fact, 
which  is  admitted  by  all  to  be  true,  that  coarse  ! 
domestic  cottons  are  now  made  cheaper  than  they  i 
were  ever  imported.     The  remark  is  equally  true  | 
of  nails,  and  every  other   article  of  which   this 
country  commands  the  consumption.     The  do- 
mestic competition  will  have  this  effect  on  every 
article.     This  fact  ought  to  quiet  the  fears  of  gen- 
tlemen who  afi'ect  to  think  that  the  encouragement  j 
of  domestic  industry  tends  to  take  from  the  many  \ 
a  bounty,  for  the  benefit  of  the  few.     Such  has  j 
been  the  case  in  all  other  countries — those  which  | 
exclude  the  importation  of  foreign  fabrics,  always 
undersell  those  who  leave  things  to  regulate  them-  ! 
selves.     The  experience  of  nations,  for  ages,  can- 
not deceive  us ;  it  is,  at  all  events,  not  safe  to 
adopt  theories,  and  reject  the  lights  of  history  and 
experience.     Let  us  follow  the  course  which  has 
led  other  nations  to  greatness  ;  it  will  Ije  time  to 
prefer  theory  to  fact,  to  adopt  the  dreams  of  spec- 
ulative writers,  when  we  shall  have  discovered 
that  the  principles  which  make  others  rich,  will 
impoverish   us ;    that   the  path   which   conducts 
others  to  wealth  and  power,  will  lead  us  to  pov- 
erty and  colonial  dependence.     In  a  word,  that  if 
we  stll  more  than  we  buy,  if  our  income  exceeds 
our  expenditure,  we  are  ruined.     That,  if  the  far- 
mer buys  his  goods  from  those  who  buy  his  pro- 
duce, and  gives  it  a  value  at  home  which  it  has 
not  abroad,  he  pays  a  bounty  to  the  manufacturer. 
It  will  be  observed  that  this  bill  recommends  an 
additional  duty  on  cottons  from  beyond  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  of  seven  per  cent,  and  of  ten  on 
silks.     It  was  done  for   these  reasons:  that  the 
countries  whence  these  articles  are  imported  con- 
sume none  of  our  raw  materials,  afford  no  market 
for  our  produce,  employ  none  of  the   labor,  and 
exhausi  the  specie  of  the  country.     It  i^  but  fair 
that  a  preference  should  be  given  to  the  fabrics  of 
those  nations  who  receive  from  us  something  in 
return.     There  was  an  additional  reason  why  the 
committee  thought  it  best  to  make  this  discrimi- 
nation.    It  is  a  matter  of  serious  complaint  that 
the  duti»^  imposed  by  the  French  Government  on 
American  tonnage  have  nearly  destroyed  our  com- 
merce with  Frano".     It  is  now  said  to  be  cheaper 
to  send  a  cargo  there  in  a  French  <hip  and  pay 
freight,  than   in  one  of  ours  and  i;ay  none  ;  the 
difference  of  the  duties  and  charges  is  estimated 
at  about  three  tliousand    five   hundred  dollars  a 
voyage.     This  i<  another  consiH]uence  of  the  peace 
in  Europe;  every  nation  is  now  desirous  of  re- 
claiming its  own  commerce,  of  carrying  its  own 
productions,   and    bringing   back   the   articles   it 
wants.    Wo  have  had  the  carrying  trade  of  the 
world;  the  protection  of  our  nag  wa<  wanted: 


now  every  flag  protects  itself;  the  commerce  of 
other  nations  will  be  increased  at  the  expense  of 
ours.     Regulations  which   are    to    produce   this 
effect  cannot  be  called  hostile  or  unfriendly  ;  they 
result  from   the   desire  which  all   Governments 
ought  to  feel  of  protecting  their  own  interest ;  it 
is  equally  vain  for  us  to  expect  our  commerce  to 
be  what  it  has  been,  as  that  the  nations  of  Europe 
will  give  ours  a  preference  to  their  own;  (these 
are  maxims  reserved  for  our  adoption.)     How  to 
shape  our  course  of  legislation  on  this  subject  is  a 
matter  of  extreme  difficulty.     Committees  of  the 
House  have  different  plans  ;  a  system  of  commer- 
cial warfare  is  recommended,  in   the  hope  that 
France  will  relax  in  hers.     V/e  have  thought  it 
safest  to  make  an  appeal,  not  to  her  fears,  but  to 
her  interest ;  to  give  her  a  peace  offering  by  pre- 
ferring hers  to  the  fabrics  oi  India,  rather  than  to 
provoke  by  excluding  her  ships  from  our  ports. 
As  it  affects  merely  the  manufactures  of  the  coun- 
try, the  latter  would  be  the  course  to  be  pursued  ; 
for  if.  in  the  prosecution  of  this  war  of  legislation, 
she  should  exclude  our  cotton,   the  rai.scrs  of  it 
will  join  us  in  creating  a  market  at  home.    In 
thus  recommending  the  measure  which  is  opposed 
to  the  interest  of  those  for  whose  exclusive  benefit 
the  committee  are  said  to  be  acting,  we  hope  to 
avoid  the   imputation   of  hostility  to  commerce. 
The  navigation  acts  on   your  table  are  bold  mea- 
sures, designed  to  compel  the  two  most  powerful 
nations  of  Europe  to  give  up  th(  ir  favorite  sys- 
tems of  commercial  and  colonial   policy,  not  the 
expedients  of  yesterday  or  the  moment,  but  settled, 
matured,  and  acted  on   for  more  than  a  century ; 
which  have  entered  into  all  their  favorite  nlans  of 
commercial  and  naval  greatness.     In  such  a  con- 
test there  is  much  risked  ;  if  these  measures  pro- 
duce the  desired  effect,  I  shall  not  be  among  the 
last  to  r«  joice  ;  but  if  they  fail,  if,  instead  of  sav- 
ing they  destroy  your   commerce;  if,  instead  of 
producing  a  relaxation,  they  only  add  rigor  to  the 
regulations  they  are  intended  to  counteract,  it  shall 
not  be  charged  on  the  Committee  of  Manufactures 
that  it  was  a  part  of  their  system.     Had  these 
navigation  acts  emanated  from  us,  I  well  know 
the  clamor  which  would   have  been  excited  ;  as 
they  have  come  from  the  Commercial  Committee, 
they  will  be  hailed  by  the  mercantile  interests  as 
the  means  of  restoring  commerce,  and  I  hope  they 
may  prove  so;  but,  having  a  different   opinion, 
fearful  that  this  measure  would  recoil  upon  us, 
destroying  what  it  was  intended  to  save,  we  have 
inserted  thi^  feature  in  the  bill.     A  duty  of  25  per 
cent,  is  proposed  on  linen  and  a  minimus  of  25 
cents.     The  rate  proposed  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and   Means  in   1S16,  was20;  it  was  fixed 
at  In.     This  is  one  of  the  most  important  items 
of  domestic  con>^uinption  ;  flax,  the  raw  material, 
raised  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  is  not  an  article 
of  export  to  anv  extent;  linen  is  one  of  the  most 
favored   manufactures   of    England,   it   pays  no 
excise  for  home  consumption;  and  the  Govern- 
ment pays  a  custom-house  bt)unty  of  2f>  per  cent. 
(on   coarse  fabrics)    when    exported.     Woollens 
and  plain  cottons  receive  none ;  the  duty  on  them, 
therefore,  operates  for  the  double  purpose  of  reve- 


nue and  a  preference  of  ours  over  the  imported 
article.  But,  as  to  linen,  the  present  duty  only 
operates  as  a  tax  on  our  own  consumption,  being 
10  per  cent,  less  than  the  British  export  bounty  ; 
affording,  contrary  to  all  principles  of  a  wise 
policy,  a  decided  preference  for  a  foreign  manu- 
facture. It  is  impossible  to  imagine  any  sound 
reason  for  leaving  this  most  important  article  so 
wholly  unprotected.  In  the  present  tariff,  if  the 
committee  have  erred,  it  is  in  not  proposing  a  still 
higher  rate  of  duty  ;  on  coarse  linen  it  only  equals 
the  bounty ;  and  then,  so  far  as  respects  the  com- 
petition with  our  fabrics,  makes  it  duty  free ;  on 
the  finer,  it  has  some  small  operation  as  a  protect- 
ing duty.  This  increase  of  duty  on  linen  has 
caused  much  complaint.  The  House  will  now 
judge  with  what  reason  this  bill  is  called  an 
extravagant  one.  The  other  objections,  when 
examined,  will  be  found  to  have  no  more  founda- 
tion than  this. 

The  next  clause  proposes  a  duty  of  30  per  cent, 
on  silk  from  India,  20  from  other  places :  it  now 
pays  15.     No  good  reason  could  be  discovered  for 
so  low  a  rate ;  it  is  an  article  used  mostly  by  the 
rich;  there  is  less  danger  of  smugding  than  on 
most  others;  it  is  imported  only  in  Targe  and  val- 
uable ships,  and,  if  irom  India,  i>  allowed  to  be 
landed  only  in  specified  ports.     A  very  intelligent 
merchant  from  Boston  recommended  a  duty  of  33 
per  ceiii.  on  all  kinds,  from  every  country  alike: 
there  will  probably  be  no  objection  to  the  proposed 
increase.     Raw  silk  is  made  duty  free   in  this, 
though  in  the  presenUtariff  it  paid  the  same  duty 
as  the  manufactured.     Printed  books  are  at  35 — 
the  same  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Dallas  in  1816 ;  they 
pay  15  at  present.     Paper  and  leather — the  raw 
materials  are  now  at  30  ;  the  manufactured  article 
should  be  higher,  as  it  gives  employment  to  much 
of  the  labor  and  a  market  for  many  of  the  prod- 
ucts of  the  country.     If  imported  for  colleges,  «tc., 
they  are  duty  free ;  if  for  common  sale,  they  are  a 
most  important  article  of  consumption,  and,  like 
others,  should  be  made  at  home ;  if  for  mere  amuse- 
ment or  works  of  taste,  they  are  fair  subjects  of 
revenue :  none  can  better  afford  to  ymy  taxes  than 
men  of  leisure  and  wealth.      If  any  gentleman 
thinks  a  discrimination  ought  to  be  made,  so  as  to 
impose  a  lower  rate  of  duty  on  works  of  science 
and  literature,  there  will  be  no  objection.     The 
other  items  in  this  ciause  are  generally  at  35  per 
cent. — the  same  as  recommended  by  Mr.  Dallas — 
and  in  the  present  tariff  are  rated  at  30.    The 
House  will  thus  perceive,  that  on  articles  paying 
an  ad  valorem  duty,  the  proposed  increase  is  gen- 
erally from  5  to  10  per  cent.     If  the  only  protection 
offered  by  this  bill  to  the  national  industry  consist- 
ed in  the  mere  rate  of  duties,  they  will  be  found 
not  to  come  up  to  what  are  generally  called  pro- 
tecting,  but  would  be  justified  for  the  mere  purpose 
of  revenue.    The  committee  were  sensible  that  if 
all  the  protection  necessary  was  in  the  imposition 
of  high  duties,  that  the  cry  of  extravagance  and 
smuggling  might  defeat  tneir  measures.      They 
have  thought  the  object  could  be  better  accom- 
plished by  adding  such  provisions  to  the  bill  as 
would  effectually  seciu^e  the  collection  of  the  du- 


ties imposed,  and  so  to  apportion  them  as  to  pro- 
duce not  only  revenue  by  the  consumption,  but  be 
in  some  measure  a  discrimination  between  the  for- 
eign and  domestic  manufacture.  In  this  view  we 
hope  that  all  will  concur. 

The  mode  of  ascertaining  the  value  of  goods  on 
which  a  duty  is  to  be  assessed,  has  been  attended 
with  much  difficulty — an  almost  constant  war  be- 
tween the  merchants  and  the  ofl5cers  of  the  cus- 
toms, and  has  been  often  changed.     The  original 
mode  of  ascertaining  the  value  "  at  the  time  and 
place  of  importation,"  prescribed   by  the  act  of 
1790,  was  the  fairest  and  most  equitable ;  as  an 
ad  valorem  duty,  it  was  in  fact  what  it  purported 
to  be — so  much  per  cent,  on  the  value.     But,  as  a 
different  standard  of  valuation  has  long  since  been 
adopted,  it  was  thought  best  not  so  much  to  alter 
as  to  modify  it.     The  mode  proposed  in  this  bill 
has  been  pursued ;  but  the  Committee  are  not  te- 
nacious on   this  point.     There  is,  however,  one 
feature  in  this  clause  which  is  deemed  of  infinite 
importance  to  the  manufacturing  interests,  and 
which  the  House  must  indulge  me  with  explain- 
ing.   It  is  the  addition  to  the  valuation  of  all  draw- 
backs, bounties,  premiums,  and  allowances,  which 
arc  paid   by  foreign  Governments  on  exportation, 
and  assessing  the  ad  valorem  duty  on  the  aggre- 
gate value  thus  ascertained.     It  is  somewhat  sin- 
gular that  our  system  of  imports,  which  is  avow- 
edly for  the  double  purpose  of  revenue  and  the 
protection  of  our  o^vn  manufactures,  should  have 
overlooked  this  provision,  which  is  indispensable 
for  the  latter.     The  House  will  at  once  perceive 
that,  if  the  foreign  export  bounty  equals  our  im- 
post duty  on  the  same  article,  the  duty  is  only  a 
tax  on  the  consumption  of  our  own  citizens ;  the 
foreign  article  comes  into  the  market  on  the  same 
terms  as  the  domestic  ;  this  is  fully  exemplified  in 
the  article  of  linen.    The  British  Government  pay 
the  exporter  25  per  cent,  bounty  ;  ours,  charging 
the  importer  25  per  cent,  import  duty,  it  thence  be- 
comes duty  free.     At  the  present  duty  of  15  per 
cent,  the  importer  has  a  clear  profit  of  10  per  cent, 
after   paying  our  duty.     This   is   certainly  left- 
handed  protection  to  manufactures.     Hence  it  is, 
that,  witnout  inquiry  into  the  cause,  we  are  told 
you  are  unreasonable ;  no  duties  will  satisfy  you. 
The  great  reason  why  many  of  the  present  ones 
are  incompetent  is,  that  they  are  checked  and  ren- 
dered unavailing  by  this  artful  and  masterly  sys- 
tem of  bounties  and  drawbacks.     It  is  the  true 
secret  by  which  to  account  for  the  immense  wealth 
and  power  of  a  nation  whose  population  biit  little 
exceeds  our  own.     She  is  too  wise  to  trust  to  im- 
posts as  the  sole  source  of  revenue — commands 
her  own  consumption,  draws  the  chief  support  of 
her  Government  by  an  excise  on  her  manufac- 
tures ;  they  afford  materials  and  open  new  sources 
of  commerce;  her  system  of  bounties  enables  her 
to  undersell  other  nations  in  their  own  ports,  while 
her  political  economists  mislead  us  by  their  specu- 
lative and  ruinous  theories.     The  article  of  linen 
fully  illustrates  her  policy.    Though  her  taxes  and 
expenses  are  enormously  oppressive  on  the  people, 
yet  the  makers  of  linen  pay  none,  no  excise  on 
their  materials  or  manufacture  ;  to  encourage  this 


1931 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1932 


H.  or  R. 


Reruion  of  the  Tariff. 


April,  1820. 


fabric,  which  unites  the  three  great  interests  of  as- 
riculture,  coratnerce,  and  manufactures,  she  wisely 
apportions  the  burdens  of  her  Government  so  as  to 
leave  this  unembarrassed.  This  accounts  for  the 
cheapness  of  the  article  at  home,  and,  added  to  the 
enormous  bounty  on  the  export,  gives  the  true  rea- 
son for  underselling  us.  Let  the  British  abolish 
this  system,  let  an  article  pay  the  same  price  for 
home  consumption  as  for  exportation,  it  will  then 
be  seen  there  is  not  much  difference  between  man- 
ufacturing here  and  there.  One  article  pays  an 
enormous  excise,  another  none ;  let  them  be  equal- 
ized, and  neither  have  an  export  bounty,  in  the 
aggregate  it  will  be  found  that  we  could  meet 
them  m  market,  if  not  without  any,  with  a  small 
rate  of  protecting  duty.  Let  cottons,  woollens, 
and  linens,  pay  the  same  excise  as  glass,  beer,  and 
spirits,  and  cost  to  the  consumer  in  this  country  as 
much  as  they  do  in  England,  you  would  be  called 
on  for  little  further  protection  to  our  industry.  The 
manufacture  of  these  articles  pays  no  part  of  the 
expenses  of  their  Government,  is  burdened  with 
no  taxes,  because  they  are  the  sources  of  their 
greatness,  the  machinery  by  which  they  draw  to 
themselves  the  resources  of  all  nations  who  pur- 
chase them;  retaining  us,  their  commercial,  naval, 
and  political  rivals,  in  a  stateof  colonial  vassalage.  It 
would  be  riijht  and  fair  to  aim  at  once  at  this  sys- 
tem, by  adding  to  the  ad  valorem  a  specific  duty 
equal  to  the  bounty  paid,  and  drawback  of  excise 
allowed  on  the  exportation.  Then  our  duties  might 
be  called  protecting  ones,  and  be  said  to  afford  effi- 
cient protection  to  our  manufactures  ;  then  the 
competition  would  be,  on  national  and  individual 
grounds,  a  fair  one;  but  the  committee,  aware 
that  this  i<  the  first  attempt  to  introduce  such  a 
principle  into  our  code,  that  it  would  not  be  pru- 
dent to  attempt  too  much  at  once,  only  propose 
to  consider  the  bounty  and  drawback  as  a  part  of 
the  original  cost  on  which  the  duty  is  to  be  as- 
sessed. To  exemplify  this — on  linen  a  duty  of  25 
per  cent,  would  only  counteract  the  bounty  ;  we 
recommend  the  addition  of  only  one-fourth  of  that 
amount.  It  is  not  to  introduce  a  war  of  legisla- 
tion, but  in  some  measure  to  countervail  the  asso- 
ciation of  their  system ;  increased  duties  will  be 
imperative  when  they  are  evaded  by  increased 
bounties. 

I  hope  these  principles  will  meet  the  approbation 
of  the  House;  if  they  do  not,  all  our  laws  will  be 
vain;  we  had  better  say  at  once  to  those  who  want 
protection, '' let  things  regulate  themselves."  If 
It  is  proper  to  act  at  all,  we  must  act  efficiently ; 
the  interests  of  our  country  are  assailed  by  an  ene- 
my deep  in  his  designs,  persevering  in  their  execu- 
tion, governed  by  a  spirit  ever  awake  and  watch- 
ful, deterred  by  no  opjwsition,  subdued  by  no 
difficulties — the  wisdom  and  the  resources  of  a 
mighty  empire  directed  to  one  great  object,  the 
supply  of  foreign  nations  with  the  articles  of  con- 
sumption. Great  as  she  is,  Ave  can  meet  her  in  open 
war,  can  beat  her  on  the  land,  the  water,  and  in 
the  Cabinet,  but  succumb  in  legislation  ;  become 
the  dupes  of  her  p<5licy,  quietly  indifferent  to  the 
exhaustion  of  our  resources,  which  flow  to  her  in 
one  constant  increasing  current.     Our  dependence 


on  her  almost  daily  increasing,  she  exulting  in  the 
successful  operations  of  her  policy,  relieved  from 
the  expense  of  governing  us,  enjoying  all  the  bene- 
fits we  could  anbrd  her  as  colonies. 

When  other  interests  are  endangered  by  foreign 
powers  or  regulation,  you  are  not  backward  in  re- 
sisting them  at  the  risk  of  a  war ;  if  a  ship  or  cargo 
is  seized,  a  seaman,  native  or  naturalized,  im- 
pressed, or  discriminating  duties  imposed  on  ton- 
nage, you  do  not  leave  things  to  "regulate  them- 
selves;'' every  thing  is  protected,  every  thing 
defended,  but  manufactures — these  alone  are  un- 
worthy of  national  protection.  Decrees  and  orders 
in  council  that  prabarrass  commerce  are  not  suf- 
fered to  operate  unmolested,  but  a  system  of  boun- 
ties and  drawbacks,  destructive  not  only  of  inter- 
ests equally  important,  but  in  their  consequences 
involving  all  in  one  common  destruction,  are 
practically  opposed  only  by  the  favorite  maxim, 
leave  us  alone,  let  them  regulate  themselves.  I 
hope  we  shall  extend  it  to  all,  or  be  consistent  and 
apply  it  to  none.  We  are  independent  in  name, 
have  the  powers  of  self-government,  but  tamely 
content  ourselves  with  being  dependent  on  our 
rival  for  articles  of  necessity  and  the  means  of 
defence.  We  cannot  clothe  or  arm  our  soldiers, 
build  or  equip  a  navy,  without  procuring  from 
England  the  means.  National  pride  and  honor 
ougbt  to  revolt  at  the  degrading  reflection.  I  hope 
to  see  the  day  when,  in  full  command  of  our  con- 
sumption and  means  of  defence,  our  resources  re- 
tained at  home,  our  great  interests  safe  from  for- 
eign competition,  we  shall  b*e  in  fact,  as  well  as  in 
name,  free  and  independent  States.  This  con- 
summation will  not  be  brought  about  by  folding 
our  arms  and  leaving  the  industry  of  the  country 
to  regulate  itself  It  was  not  thus  that,  in  the  first 
Punic  war,  you  emerged  from  colonial  dependence; 
that,  in  the  second,  you  successfully  defended  your 
dearest  national  rights.  Before  we  can  be  what 
our  resources  enable  us  to  attain,  you  must  wage 
the  third  Punic  war,  not  of  arms,  but  of  legislation ; 
assail  our  rival  where  she  is  vulnerable,  in  the 
source  of  our  greatest  danger ;  her  systems  of 
Ijounties,  drawbacks,  and  premiums,  and  in  her 
manufactures,  where  the  Congress  of  1774  assailed 
her;  go  at  l*ast  as  far  as  self-defence  will  author- 
ize— protect  our  own. 

The  bill  proposes  an  additional  duty  on  hemp 
of  twenty  dollars  per  ton  ;  it  was  deemed  neces.sary 
that,  for  an  article  of  the  first  necessity,  without 
which  we  could  neither  build  nor  equip  a  .ship,  we 
should  not  be  dept^ndent,  as  we  now  are,  for  the 
supply  on  foreign  nations.  In  case  of  a  war,  all 
our  naval  preparations  mi^ht  be  suspended  until  it 
could  be  produced  here.  It  is  so  essential  for  na- 
tional delence,  that  we  must  command  enough  for 
our  owTi  consumption.  Viewed  as  an  agricultural 
production,  which  was  formerly  raised  in  great 
quantities  in  the  Western  States,  but  which  has 
been  destroyed  by  foreign  competition,  or  as  a 
rnanufacture,  it  equally  deserves  protection ;  at  a 
lime  when  our  provisions,  excluded  from  foreign 
markets,  do  not  command  a  price  which  pays  the 
expense  of  cultivation,  when  the  agriculture  of 
the  country  is  as  depressed  as  its  manufactures,  it 
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needs  at  least  so  much  protection  as  to  enable  it  to  ]  twenty-five  cents  to  one  hundred  dollars ;  the  rest 
compete  witTi  foreign  productions.    These  reasons,  i  is  the  product  of  our  own  soil:  small  quantities  of 
it  is  hoped,  will  exempt  the  duty  on  this  item  from  [  ashes,  and  lead,  the  principal  material — sand,  which 
the  charge  of  hostility  to  agriculture.    This  article  [  is  fit  for  no  other  purpose,  not  even  to  make  mor- 
now  pays  a  duty  of  thirty  dollars  a  ton,  the  whole-  j  tar — stone  coal,  the  machinery.    In  the  days  of 
sale  price  of  which  is  two  hundred  and  forty  dol-    our  prosperity  we  have  made  to  the  amount  of  a 
lars,  equal  to  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  ad  valo-  !  quarter  of  a  million  of  dollars  worth  in  a  year.     It 
rem ;  the  proposed  increase  will  be  twenty-one  per  ,  was  so  much  money  extracted  from  the  bowels  of 
cent.     If  considered  as  a  manufactured  article,  es-  :  the  earth  by  the  labor  of  hundreds,  adding  to  the 
sential  for  consumption  and  defence,  it  is  hoped  ;  wealth  and  comfort  of  all  within  the  sphere  of  its 
that  the  propriety  of  the  increased  duty  will  be    action.     Now  we  make,  1  may  say,  none.    Will 
apparent,  as  it  can  be  raised  to  an  amount  far  be- '  gentlemen  tell  me  who  has  profited  by  the  change — 
yond  the  demand ;  the  domestic  competition  will  |  the  farmer,  the  laborer,  our  country,  or  the  foreign 
make  the  increased  price  on  the  imported  article  j  manufacturer  ?    Plain  glass  now  pays  an  impost 
but  temporary.     The  same  apply  to  the  additional    duty  of  twenty  per  centum ;  it  is  proposed  to  raise 
duty  on  cotton,  and  the  further  one,  which  must  ■  it,  and  make  it  specific,  ten  cents  a  pound.     In 
meet  with  general  assent,  that,  if  the  manufactu-  j  England  the  impost  duty  amounts  to  a  prohibition ; 
rers  of  cotton  supply  the  country  with  their  fabrics,    made  there,  it  pays  for  home  consumption  an  ex- 
they  ought  to  use  our  own  raw  material,  and  not !  cise  of  £4  I8.v.  sterling  on  the  100  weight — on  ex- 
import  It  from  India.     The  cotton  planters  must  }  portation  there  is  a  drawback  of  the  excise,  and  a 
not  indulge  in  fancied  security.     In  1817,  the  for-  {  custom  bounty  of  one  pound  five  shillings  sterling, 
eign  cotton  imported  and  consumed  in  the  United  ]  making  in  all  six  pound  three  shillings,  equal  to 
States  was  1,700,000  |X)unds;  in  1818,  4.000,000;    twenty-eight  cen^<  a  pound  between  the  price  to 


in  1819,  It  atnounted  to  6,700,000;  when  they  find 
it  thus  increasing,  and  France  and  England  im- 
posing high  duties  on  its  importation,  they  ought 
to  be  awakened  to  the  necessity  of  at  least  securing 
the  domestic  market,  not  trusting  entirely  to  the 
foreign.  The  day  may  not  be  very  distant,  when 
they  will  find  from  experience  that  their  favorite 
maxim  of  "let  us  alone"  will  apply  as  little  to  agri- 
culture as  it  now  does  practically  to  commerce. 

I  now  come  to  two  items  on  which  the  House 
will  nut  only  expect,  but  require  me  to  say  some- 
thing— glass  and   iron ;  one  infinitely  interesting 
to  the  district,  ihe  other  to  the  State  I  represent. 
It  is  best  not  to  mince  matters,  but  to  speak  plainly. 
This  has  been  called  a  Pittsburg,  a  cut-glass  bill, 
local,  partial  in   its  operations;  and  I  have  been 
charged  with  framing  it  from  interested  motives. 
Gentlemen  had  better  be  cautious  how  they  use 
the  word  Pittsburg  as  a  name  of  reproach  ;  it  may 
be  like  the  term  whig — one  of  pride,  and  not  of 
disgrace.     I  tell  the  Ho  jse  frankly,  that  I  have  not 
lost  sight  of  the  interest  of  Pittsburg,  and  would 
never  ptrjure  myself  if  I  had ;  but  the  charges 
shall  be  met  plainly,  and  if  you  are  not  convinced 
that  the  interests  of  that  place  are  identified  with 
the  nation  ;  that  cut  glass  can  be  defended  on  na- 
tional grounds,  then   I   agree  that  Pittsburg,  its 
Representative,  its  favorite  manufacture,  and  the 
tariff,  may  go  together.     I  will  rest  the  whole  bill 
on  this  item,  and  freely  admit  that  the  increase  of 
duty  on  glass,  plain,  not  cut,  is  among  the  greatest 
proposed.     In  selecting  articles  worthy  of  national 
protection,  none  are  more  eminently  deserving  of 
It  than  those,  the  raw  materials  ot  which  are  of 
no  value  for  exportation  ;  the  conversion  of  which 
into  articles  for  use,  produces  something  out  of 
nothing — turns  into  manufactures  of  the  greatest 
value  and  beauty  the  worthless  produce  of  the 
earth — furnishes  a  market  for  the  productions  of 
the  farmer — gives  employment  not  only  to  labor- 
ing men,  but  boys  who  would  otherwise  contract 
habits  of  idleness  and  vice.     The  foreign  material 
bears  to  the  manufactured  article  the  proportion  of 


the  consumer  in  England  and  here.     The  custom- 
house bounty  alone  amounts  to  near  six  cents  a 
pound ;  and  from  this  document,  taken  from  the 
custom-house  in  Boston,  it  appears  that,  in  an  in- 
voice amounting  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
pounds  in  value,  the  British  bounty  amounts  to 
one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars,  our  import  duty 
of  twenty  per  cent,  to  one  hundred  and  fourteen, 
leaving  a  clear  profit  of  six  dollars.     With  the  ad- 
dition of  the  excise  drawback  on  an  invoice  of 
five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  sterling,  the  importer, 
after  paying  all  export  duties,  freight,  insurance, 
commission,  and  all  charges,  makes  a  clear  profit 
of  fifty-one  pounds.     Has  not  this  article  peculiar 
claims  on  us  for  protection  ?     The  present  duty  is 
a  mere  tax  on  the  consumer  ;  it  operates  as  no  dis- 
crimination between  ours  and  the  industry  of  other 
foreign  nations,  but  leaves  it  lo  struggle  against 
the  effects  of  a  positive  premium  on  importation. 
The  proposed  increase  will  not,  as  a  protecting 
duty,  amount  to  more  than  twenty  per  cent,  ad 
valorem ;  on  cut  glass  it  is  only  proposed  to  add 
five  per  cent. ;  the  duty  is  now  thirty.     1  am  aware 
of  objections  to  the  duty  on  plain  glass,  and  am 
sorry  to  find  them  come  from  manufacturers,  glass 
cutters,  not  makers,  but  importers  of  plain  glass, 
who  are  not  satisfied  with  thirty  per  cent,  on  cut 
gla.ss,  and  represent  plain  as  a  raw  material,  which 
ought  to  be  duty   tree.     In  Pittsburg  it  is  both 
made  and  cut,  and  the  House  will  judge  who  is 
most  actuated  by  national  principles,  which  plan 
adds  most  to  the  sum  of  national  wealth,  industry, 
and  resources.     Grentlemen  are  mistaken  in  sup- 
posing mine  an  iron  making — it  is  an  iron  buying, 
iron  consuming  district.     The  time  has  been  when 
six  thousand  tons  were  purchased  annually,  not  one 
of  which  was  made  in  the  district ;  but  to  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance ;  it 
i;j  her  staple  manufacture;  to  the  nation  the  all 
essential  article  for  private  consumption  and  pub- 
lic defence.     It  ought  to  be  less  interesting  to  us, 
whether  it  requires  protection,  whether  the  estab- 
lishments for  its  manufacture  are  declining  or 
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prosperous,  we  can 


and  must   supply  ourselves, 
tvery  pari  of  the  Union  abounds  with  the  raw 
material;  it  is  perfectly  worthless  for  all  other 
purposes — nut   fit  for  roads.     The  working  of  it 
not  only  employs  much  of  the  labor,  but  furnishes 
a  market  for  much  of  the  produce  of  our  soil. 
These  good  efl'ects  are  not  contined   to  a  small 
space.     An  instance  of  this  occurs  m  the  fact  that 
the  iron  work-  iu  the  interior  of  our  State  are  sup- 
plied with  bacon  from  Ifi^ntucky.     The  remark  is 
true  of  this,  as  of  all  other  manufactures,  that  the 
farmer  is  among  those  who  derive  the  most  profit 
from  their  success.     It  is  a  matter  of  most  perfect 
astonishment  that  so  important  an  article  should 
bare  been  not  only  so  perfectly  and  wantonly 
abandoned  by  the  present  taritf.  but  pointedly  se- 
lected for  reprobation  by  a  strange  jiolicy,  which, 
whilst  it  raised  the  duties  on  most  other  articles, 
reduced  that  on  iron  nearly  one  hundred  per  cent. 
From  1S04  until  1SI5,  it  was  at  seventeen  and  an 
half  per  cent.,  and  until  1816,  at  fifteen — a  duty 
which  might  have  been  saved  these  interesting 
establishments,  thus  apparently  destroyed  by  de- 
sign.    Pigs  and  castings,  in  1S16,  paid  fiftet-n  per 
cent,  ad  valorem  ;  bar  iron  nine  dollars  per  ton, 
equal  to,  say  nine  per  cent,  ad  valorem ;  in  1818, 
the  duties  were  increased  to  hfty  cents  a  hundred 
on  pigs,  seventy-five  on  castings  and  bar  iron.     In 
this  House  it  was  raised  to  twenty  dollars  a  ton 
by  a  majority  of  forty-seven,  but  reduced  in  the 
Senate  to  filteen.     Had  the  duty  been  a  propor- 
tionate one  in   1816,  a  rate  lower  than  the  one 
now  proposed  would  have  been  sufficient  to  have 
insured  a  domestic  supply  ;  but  the  reports  of  the 
Treasury  present  us  with  facts  which  call  for  im- 
mediate and  efficient  interference.     In  1818.  the 
iraiwrlation   of  bar  iron  excetded   sixteen   thou- 
sand tons ;  m  1810,  it  amounted  to  near  twenty 
thousand.     The  dei-rease  of  ad  valorem  importa- 
tions in  this  year  has  exceeded  S  U»,0(10,fK)(),  while 
the  increase  of  bar  iron  has  been  nt^ar  four  thousand 
tons.     Comparing  it  with  cotton,  there  are  many 
more  national  reasons  for  its  protection :  the  mate- 
rials of  one  can  be  exported,  but  the  other  cannot ; 
we  send  out  of  the  country  near  fe2,0(1(»,0(Xt  an- 
nually, for  an  article  we  could  make  at  home,  and 
out  of  materials  perfectly  worthless  in  themselves. 
The  rate  of  duty  is  not  unreasonable  in  itself,  or 
disproportionate  to  other  items  in  this  bill  or  the 
old  tarifl'.     On  the  first  of  this  month  the  whole- 
sale price  of  it  was.  according  to  the  New  York 
and  Philadelphia  prices  current,  from  one  hundred 
to  one  hundred  and  ten  dollars  a  ton.     Calculating 
on  the  price  at  the  place  of  im{>ortation,  the  fair- 
est mode  of  fixing  an  ad  valorem  duty,  it  would  be 
only  twenty-five  i>er  cent.,  the  same'as  on  cottons 
and  woollens  now,  and  eight  per  cent,  less  than  is 
proposed — five  less  than  on  leather  and  paper,  in 
the  present,  and  ten  less  than  is  proposed  in  this 
bill  on  the  former.     Considering  it  as  an  article 
abandoned  in  the  former  tarifl" — that  what  will  re- 
store the  declining  will  not  reanimate  the  dead — 
that,  in  the  embarrassment  and  distress  of  the  last 
year,  the   importations    have   rapidly    increased, 
while  others  diminish,  I  confidently  hope  that,  in 
affording  to  this  a  protection  equal  to  other  arti- 


cles, no  objection  will  or  can  be  made  by  those 
who  profess  to  be  friendly  to  the  system. 

Iron  is  certainly  an  article  of  necessity,  but  not 
more  so  than  clothing.     It  is  called  a  raw  mate- 
rial ;  we  would  as  soon  apply  this  term  to  a  ball 
of  cotton  yarn  or  a  piece  of  broad  cloth.     This 
word    raw   material    i>    strangely  misunderstood. 
The    glass-cutter    calls    plain    glass ;   the    iron- 
founder  pigs;  the  rope-maker  hemp  and  fiax  ;  the 
copper-smith   and    brazier    brass   and   copper   in 
sheets  and  still  bottoms,  raw  materials  ;  while  the 
makers  of  these  articles  call  them  manufactures, 
and   petition  for   protection.     I   believe  the  .«iafer 
rule  is  to  consider  that  which   is  taken  from  the 
earth  as  the  raw  material,  and  every  change  in  its 
form  or  value,  by  labor,  us  a  manulacture,  (equally 
entitled  to  encouragement.     It   is   certainly  true 
policy  to  aflord  it  to  every  thing  which  can  be 
made  at  home,  especially  when   the  material  can 
never  become  an  article  of  export ;  the  extent  of 
the  protection  to  be  regulated   by  the  amount  of 
importation — the  deficiency   of  revenue  supplied 
by  an  excise  on  the  manufacture  protected.     The 
increased  duty  on  molasses  has  excited  much  op- 
position and  some  feeling  of  those  who  seem  to 
consider  it  partial  and  oppressive.     I  must  ask  a 
candid  review  of  the  principle  on  which  this  bill 
has  been  framed,  the  situation  in  which  the  com- 
mittee has  been  placed,  and,  with  an  assurance 
that  no  feelings  of  mine  can  be  gratified  by  bear- 
ing hard  on  my  native  country,  beg  them  to  look 
at  this  item  on  national  grounds.     Pressed  with 
petitions  from  every  class  of  manufactures,  pray- 
ing  for   high   duties   on    foreign   articles   which 
interfered  with   theirs ;   sensible    that   something 
ought  to  be  done,  yet  Ixset  with  difficulties  on  all 
sides,  unaided  and  alone,  we  were  thrown  on  a 
forlorn  hope.     A  partial,  local  system  would  have 
insured  its  own  defeat ;  a  general  one  might  im- 
pair the  revenue.     To  avoid  that,  to  shape  our 
course  to  meet  the  interests  of  a  nation  so  widely 
extended  as  this,  one  might  almost  say  twenty- 
two  different  nations,  divided  at  least  into  great 
sections,  some  engaged  almost  exclusively  m  agri- 
culture, some  in  commercial  and  manufacturing 
pursuits,  and  some  in  all,  was  attended  with  un- 
common  trouble.     \Ve   are   not   disappointed  m 
finding  other   motives   attributed  to  us,  but  dis- 
claimed, which  are  not  founded  on  the  general 
principles  avowed  by  us.     In  proposing  increased 
duties  on  the  various  articles  in   this  bill,   there 
seemed  few,  if  any,  on  which  .so  many  reasons 
could  be  brought  to  bear.     The  article  is  bulky, 
cannot  be  smuggled,  and  aids  the  revenue.     The 
transportation  of  it  from  the  South  employs  as 
much  shipping  as  from  the  West  Indies.     It  can- 
not injure  commerce;  still  less  .so,  if  you  adopt 
the  navigation  act  which  stops   the   intercourse 
with  the  British  islands.     View  it  as  a  produce  of 
the  soil  or  a  manufacture,   it   is  as  much  entitled 
to  protection  as  any  other.     Thus    bill   tends  to 
essentially  aid  the  manufactures  of  the  Northern 
and  Middle  States;  it  is  but  fair  that  they  should 
exchange  them  for  the  productions  of  the  South ; 
buy  from  their  customers,  their  friends,  and  coun- 
trymen.    As  an  article  of  domestic  consumption, 


it  is  not  of  much  importance ;  to  a  family  which 
consumes  twenty  gallons  in  a  year,  the  increased 
duty  is  one  dollar.  The  wages  of  the  child  era- 
ployed  in  a  factory  put  in  operation  by  this  bill, 
which  would  otherwise  be  idle,  would  pay  it  in 
two  days.  If  distilled,  and  the  spirits  exported, 
there  is  a  drawback  of  the  duty  ;  if  for  home  con- 
sumption, the  fairness  of  the  duty  is  at  once  appa- 
rent. 

The  present  duty  on  a  gallon  of  the  lowest 
proof  rum  is  Ai  cents ;  if  distilled  from  molasses, 
It  now  pays  7^  ;  at  the  proposed  rate,  15 ;  there 
can  be  no  rational  reason  for  this  great  difl'erence, 
when  an  article  of  consumption  is  made  from  a 
foreign  material  which  can  be  produced  at  home. 
If  the  domestic  product  is  encouraged,  the  spirit 
distilled  is  duty  free.  With  these  strong  reasons, 
the  committee  could  not  overlook  this  article;  my 
mind  is  not  better  satisfied  with  any  one  in  the 
bill.  We  could  not,  with  any  justice  to  ourselves, 
recommend  to  the  House  a  system  which  should 
not  embrace,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  interest  of 
all  alike;  it  is  in  vain  to  expect  the  concurrence 
of  such  a  body  as  this  to  any  measure  of  partial 
operation.  Take  any  one  item  in  this  bill,  some 
part  of  the  country  will  object  to  it.  and  if  con- 
fined to  one  alone,  there  would  lx>  a  majority 
against  every  one. 

Gentlemen  must  look  to  the  whole,  and  not 
confine  their  inquiries  to  what  bears  hard  on  sec- 
tional interest ;  extend  them  to  the  benefits  de- 
rived ;  viewed  in  this  light,  the  balance  will  not 
be  found  against  the  part  of  the  country  from 
which  the  opposition  to  this  duty  principally 
C6mes.  An  increased  duty  of  five  cents  a  bushel 
is  proposed  on  salt ;  most  of  the  reasons  which 
apply  to  others  will  to  this  article,  but  there  are 
some  which  do  so  exclusively  ;  if  it  is  at  all  sound 
policy  to  command  the  consumption  of  our  arti- 
cles of  necessity,  it  is  emphatically  so  of  this, 
which  can  be  made  anywhere,  and  for  which,  in 
a  cessation  of  commercial  intercourse,  a  most  enor- 
mous price  is  imposed.  It  is  a  manufacture,  the 
raw  material  of  which  is  the  ocean,  the  principal 
machinery  the  fire ;  nature  does  the  greatest  part 
of  the  labor.  It  is  an  important  item  of  revenue. 
The  present  price  in  the  interior  is  from  one  dollar 
to  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  bushel ;  on  the  sea- 
coast,  say  70  cents ;  it  is  said  that  such  a  duty 
should  be  laid  as  may  tend  in  some  measure  to 
equalize  the  cost  to  the  consumer.*  The  duty 
on  spirits  is  not  altered  ;  it  is  an  important  source 
of  revenue,  and  cannot  be  spared  ;  the  present  rate 
is  high  ;  the  committee  wished  to  have  increased 
it  to  prohibition  ;  but  it  was  not  in  their  province 
to  submit  an  excuse  to  supply  the  deficit  of  reve- 
nue. We  well  know  that  to  take,  in  one  item, 
2,500,000  dollars  from  an  already  exhausted  trea- 
stiry,  would  destroy  the  whole  bill ;  yet  I  feel 
autnorized  to  say  that  none  would  more  cheerfully 
concur  in  the  prohibition  of  foreign  spirits,  and 
an  excise  on    domestic,   than  the  Committee  of 


•  The  bounties  on  thefigherics  were  increased  by  an 
amendment  to  the  bill,  25  per  cent.,  on  account  of  the 
increased  daty  on  salt. 


Manufactures.  It  may  be  proper  here  to  obserre, 
that  that  committee  did  not  act  on  the  items  in  the 
bill  printed  m  italics, except  brown  sugar  and  mo- 
lasses ;  this  list  was  furnished  to  u&,  with  a  view 
to  revenue,  by  a  gentleman  whose  situation  brought 
that  subject  under  his  consideration  ;  for  any  other 
purpose  we  have  no  anxiety  to  retain  them. 

The  fourth  section  allows  a  drawback  of  the 
duty  on  tin  and  copper  when  made  up  and  exported ; 
this  is  a  new  feature  in  our  system,  but  deemed 
necessary  for  the  double  purpose  of  aiding  the 
manufactures  and  commerce  of  the  countr}'.  It 
would  have  been  extended  to  other  articles,  but  it 
was  thought  better  not  to  make  the  bill  too  com- 
plicated, or  logo  too  much  into  detail.  The  foun- 
dation once  laid,  it  can  be  built  on  hereafter.  The 
manufacture  of  these  articles  for  the  West  India 
market,  would  be  a  source  of  employment  to  our 
labor,  and  profit  to  the  employer,  if  enabled  to  com- 
pete with  the  same  articles  made  and  imported  by 
others.  With  a  duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  our  work- 
men would  be  excluded  ;  with  this  drawback,  they 
come  in  on  equal  term>.  These  articles  present 
the  commencement  of  a  system  which  we  must 
.some  day  adopt,  and  which  will  make  the  founda- 
tion of  our  prosperity  unshaken.  It  con.sists  in 
imposing  such  an  import  duty  as  will  secure  us 
our  home  consumption  ;  an  excise  on  consumption, 
(for  revenue;)  on  the  exportation,  a  drawback  of 
excise  ;  thus  making  the  manufacture  of  one  ar- 
ticle exemplify  the  policy  and  all  the  great  objects 
of  Government.  The  remainder  of  the  bill,  except 
the  9th  and  10th  sections,  is  copied  from  the  pres- 
ent law ;  those  sections  have  been  inserted  with 
the  sole  view  of  guarding  against  frauds  which 
exist  to  a  very  great  extent,  and  which,  if  not 
checked,  will  completely  counteract  principles  of 
vital  importance  to  the  system  we  have  recom- 
mended. Fears  have  been  entertained  that  the 
10th  section  will  be  injurious  to  the  fair  commerce 
of  the  country.  It  is  not  so  intended,  and  can  be 
so  modified  as  to  secure  the  objects  of  the  com- 
mittee, without  injuring  an  interest  equally  worthy 
of  national  protection  as  the  one  I  am  advocating. 
If  it  cannot,  I  will  consent  to  strike  it  out,  for  I  am 
no  enemy  to  commerce.*  This  is  not  the  time  to 
make  professions  ;  they  will  not  be  believed  till 
the  excitement  occasioned  by  this  and  the  other 
bills  reported  by  the  committee  shall  have  subsided  ; 
when  they  are  calmly  examined,  there  will  be 
found  no  evidence  of  a  disposition  to  protect  one 
at  the  expense  of  the  other  great  interests  of  the 
nation  :  all  are  alike  depressed,  presenting  equal 
claims  on  a  government  designed  for  the  common 
benefit ;  struggling  against  foreign  competition 
and  regulations  ;  all  parts  of  the  country  require 
your  protection.  The  committee,  adopting  the 
opinion  of  the  Treasury,  that  this  was  the  proper 
time  to  effect  a  change  in  our  internal  relations, 
have  not,  in  recommending  this  measure,  over- 
looked these  interests.  It  makes  ample  provision 
for  revenue ;  if  the  imports  continue  the  same  as 
in  1818,  the  increased  duties  add  S5,800,000.     It 


•  This  section  was  stricken  out  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  B. 
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must  be  matter  of  conjecture,  how  far  the  dimm- 
ished  unporiation  will  equal  or  exceed  the  mcreased 
duties  ;  if  the  system  of  imports  is  alone  to  be  re- 
lied on,  if  you  will  resort  to  no  other,  it  is  your 
duty  to  make  the  mo>t  of  it ;  not  to  attempt  to  sup- 
port it  by  loans  and  taking  the  Sinking  Fund,  as 
proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
If  you  will  cling  to  it,  I  hope  you  will  not  reject 
this  bill  because  it  aids  manulactures  as  well  as 
revenue;  that  those  who  are  so  sensitive  on  the 
state  of  the  Treasury,  and  object  to  this,  will  pro- 
pose a  better  mode  ot  apportioning  the  burdens  on 
Se  consumer.     Pass  this  bill,  reduce  the  credits 
of  the  custom-house,  impose  a  duty  on  auction 
sales— you  want  no  loan  ;  the  cry  ol  revenue  will 
be  hushed  by  an  union  of  those  who  wish  to  fill 
the  Treasury  and  protect  our  own  industry.     But 
we  understand  each  other  very  well :  revenue  is 
one  of  the  alarm  bells  to  defeat  this  bill ;  those 
who  raise  it,  well  know,  that  for  the  present  it 
makes  ample  provision,  but  that  for  the  future  a 
new  system  must  be  adopted;  one  which  must 
combine  the  protection  of  the  great  interest  which 
they  oppose.     As   it  is  inevitable,  it  is  better  to 
come  to  it  gradually  ;  if  postponed  till  the  voice  of 
the  country  makes  an   imperative  call,  do  n6t 
blame  us  it  the  revulsion  is  sudden,  and  the  shock 
violent.  u   i 

In  five  short  years  your  impost  has  diminished 
from  thirty-six  millions  to  sixteen,  more  than  three 
millions  of  wiiich  is  now  in  suit.     Your  expendi- 
tures are  twenty-six  millions  in  a  state  of  peace. 
It  requires  no  spirit  of  prophecy  to  tell  that  the  in- 
come will  not  meet  the  expenses  ;  you  must  resort 
to  new  means;   to  internal  taxes,  to  excise.     In 
using  these  words  I  will  not  be  misunderstood  :  by 
internal  taxes  I  mean  not  direct  ones  on  land,  but 
on  auctions,  pleasure  carriages,  watches,  expensive 
furniture,  &c. ;  in  other  words,  those  taxes  on  the 
rich  and  money-making  classes  of  society,  which 
were  repealed  two  years  ago,  when  a  temporary 
overflowing  of  the  Treasury  induced  you  to  aban- 
don the  original  financial  system  of  revenue,  and 
trust  alone  to  imposts.     By  excise  1  mean  a  tax 
on  the  domestic  manufacture  which  is  protected 
from  foreign   competition.     Excise   has  been  an 
odious   term,  but  it  will  soon  be  understood  and 
divested  of  its  terrors.     To  the  consumer  it  makes 
no  difference  whether  he  pays  to  the  merchant  two 
dollars  impost  on  a  pair  of  boots,  or  the   same 
amount  ot  excise  to  a  shoemaker ;  to  a  farmer, 
whether  he  pays  five  dollars  impost  on  his  coat,  or 
five  dollars  excise  to  the  manufacturer.     There  is, 
indeed,  one  difference,  and  that  contains  the  sum 
and  substance  of  political  economy — he  can  pay 
the  manufacturer  in  wool  and  provisions.     The 
merchant  he  must  pay  in  money  ;  he  must  remit 
it  to  England  ;  >he  excludes  our  produce  and  raw 
materials.     This  illustrates  the  difference  between 
impost  and  excise;  the  first  turns  the  whole  at- 
tention of  the  Government  to  encourage  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  productions,  as  the  means  of 
imposing  a  tax  on  the  consumer.     If  the  country 
commands  its  own  consumption,  importation  anii 
imposts  cease ;  now  every  thing  becomes  subser- 


of  transporting  the  instruments  of  taxation.  Such 
a  system  necessarily  checks,  if  not  destroys,  our 
internal  industry.  Domestic  manufactures  paying 
no  tax,  the  encouragement  of  foreign,  is  the  ine- 
vitable consequence. 

Whether  this  system  is  beneficial  to  the  nation, 
no  longer  a  matter  of  opinion,  but  of  history. 


The  late  war  totally  destroyed  the  imposts ;  you 


were  left  without   revenue 


foreign 


importation 


vient  to  revenue  and  to  commerce,  as  the  mean-: 


ceasing,  the  manufactures  of  the  country  sprung 
up  and  flourished.     Amid  all  the  pressure  and  pri- 
vations of  the  war,  the  people  grew  rich  and  were 
able  to  pay  taxes  to  the  amount  of  §12,000,000  in 
one  year.     How  much  could  they  afford  to  pay 
now  ?    The  peace  found  the  national  resources 
untouched,  the  nation  strong,  and  the  people  con- 
tented :  while  the  war  duties  continued,  there  were 
no  complaints ;  revenue  was  abundant :  commerce 
flourished ;  manufactures  prospered  ;  farmers  rolled 
in  wealth  ;  not  a  murmur  was  heard  against  taxes ; 
even  when  you  repealed  them,  there  was  but  one 
solitary  petition  on  your  table  praying  for  the  mea- 
sure.    It  was  most  strange,  after  this  experience  of 
the  salutary  effects  of  the  then  state  of  things,  that 
there  should  have  been  a  recurrence  to  the  old 
system,  which  must  be  again  abandoned  on  every 
fluctuation  of  our  commerce  and  foreign  relations, 
which  can  never  be  permanent,  but  is  in  its  nature 
temporary ;  resulting  from  the  chapter  of  accidents, 
relied  on  by  no  nation  but  ours,  and  by  us  found 
insuflacient  by  experience.     Even  at  this  moment, 
when  our  opponents  are  so  alarmed  about  it,  we 
have  made  up  our  minds  to  vote  for  a  loan  after 
this  bill  should  have  been  defeated,  for  fear  it  will 
impair  this  noble  and  beautiful  system  of  impost. 
You  will,  before  you  adjourn,  contradict  your  de- 
claration, that  the' system  is  good,  and  the  revenue 
sound,  by  a  "  be  it  enacted,"  and  the  legislative 
declarations  of  the  three  branches  of  Government 
pronounce  that  it  is  found  wanting.     This  is  no 
time  for  concealment ;  the  House  will  not  under- 
stand me  as  attempting  to  disguise  my  views  on 
this   subject.     If  national  industry  is  ever  to  be 
protected ;  if  we  are  ever  to  command  our  own 
consumption  ;    the   system   of  revenue  must   be 
changed  ;  part  impost,   part   excise.     While  you 
rely  exclusively  on  the  first,  it  is  in  vain  to  expect 
that  sound  measures  of  national  policy  can  ever  be 
adopted.     A  temporary  check  on  foreign  importa- 
tion may,  for  a  time,  give  a  favorable  turn  to  the 
labor  of  the  nation  ;  but,  in  their  recurrence,  our 
establishments  must  fall.     Do  nothing,  or  do  some- 
thing permanent  and  eflScient,  so  that  there  may 
be  some  assurance  that  the  national  industry  will 
not  be  exposed  to  abandonment  by  every  varying 
motion  of  foreign  policy.     Restore  a  confidence 
now  destroyed  :  bottom  your  revenue  on  the  man- 
ufactures of  the  country  ;  then  both  are  placed  on 
a  foundation  which  combines  the  support  of  the 
Government  with  the  best  interests  of  the  nation. 
We  are  told  that  this  bill  will  destroy  commerce  : 
this  is  not  an  unexpected  alarm  ;  it  was  raised 
when  the  last  tariff  was  passed  ;  it  is  equally  loud 
when  any  measure  is  proposed  which  adds  a  cent 
or  a  dollar  to  a  duty  on  importation.    Joined  with 
smuggling  we  '^hall  always  hear  the  cry  repeated, 
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when  any  measure  is  proposed  not  tending  to  the 
exclusive  benefit  of  that  interest.  I  had  indulged 
a  hope,  that,  at  this  time,  when  the  commerce  of 
the  country  was  as  prostrate  as  our  manufactures, 
when  both  are  pressing  us  for  protection  from  the 
same  dangers,  that  its  friends  would  have  made 
common  cause,  and  joined  in  a  common  struggle 
for  self-preservation.  The  hope  was  not  a  sanguine 
one ;  commerce  has  been  too  long  a  pet,  the  spoiled 
child  of  Government,  to  think  there  are  any  other 
interests  worth  protecting.  The  mere  creature  of 
legislation,  raised  to  importance  by  our  laws  and 
the  expenditure  of  a  great  portion  of  our  revenue 
for  its  support,  commerce  has  presented  herself  as 
the  Atlas  which  supports  the  Government,  the 
country,  and  all  its  great  interests  ;  now,  it  seems, 
she  cannot  support  herself.  Yet,  while  approaching 
you  in  a  suppliant  posture,  praying  for  a  bankrupt 
law,  to  save  her  merchants,  navigation  acts,  her 
shipping,  she  still  retains  the  spirit,  still  thinks  that 
all  legislation  must  be  for  her  benefit ;  boldly  claim- 
ing the  rights  of  primogeniture ;  loudly  protesting 
that  any  thing  done  for  the  other  children  of  the 
nation  is  her  destruction.  While  this  is  commerce, 
"  I  am  against  it ;"  but  if  she  claims  equal  protec- 
tion, or  even  a  double  portion  in  her  favor,  I  will 
go  as  far  as  any  man  in  this  House  to  support  the 
fair  trade  of  the  country. 

Important  as  I  think  manufactures,  commerce 
is  no  less  so  ;  but  I  must  be  understood  as  not 
meaning  that  commerce  which  is  confined  to  the 
export  of  raw  materials  and  the  import  of  manu- 
factures for  home  consumption,  which  adds  nothing 
to  the  labor  and  wealth  of  the  nation  ;  only  draws 
from  the  consumer  what  he  ought  to  retain  at 
home — our  resources  to  enrich  other  nations  ;  but 
that  commerce  which,  by  the  carrying  trade,  the 
export  of  foreign  produce,  and  our  own  manufac- 
tures, draws  wealth  from  others  to  us ;  equally 
promoting  the  great  interests  of  the  country.  The 
friends  oi  commerce  may  boast  of  its  importance 
and  profits,  yet  they  well  know  that  even  to  the 
merchant,  the  export  of  provisions,  and  import  of 
goods  for  domestic  consumption,  has  been  a  losing 
business.  Examine  their  ledgers  for  the  last  thirty 
years  ;  they  will  find  it  would  have  been  cheaper 
to  have  bought  bills  than  to  remit  produce.  I  well 
know  that  the  export  of  produce  down  the  Ohio 
has  been  unproductive  ;  the  first  price  has  never 
came  back  to  our  country.  The  history  of  the 
country,  the  public  documents  on  your  table,  prove 
the  fact  as  to  the  seaports,  that  the  only  profitable 
commerce  has  been  the  carrying  trade ;  the  re- 
export, the  drawback  system,  the  same  for  which  a 
permanent  foundation  has  been  laid  in  this  bill. 

It  is  admitted  that  the  flourishing  period  of  our 
commerce  was  from  1802  to  1812,  the  best  years 
1806  and  1807  ;  it  has  been  declining  since  the 
peace — 1816  and  1817  very  bad  years  ;  the  worst 
was  1818;  yet  the  average  amount  of  exports  for 
the  first  period  was  less  than  in  1818  by  one  mil- 
lion.    There  was  this  remarkable  difference : 

From  1802  to  1812  the  average  exports  amounted  to 

$69,171,000 

Domestic  produce,  $38,157,000;  foreign     31,014,000 

1818,  whole  amount  of  exports  70,142,000 


Domestic  prod.    $50,976,000  ;  foreign    $19,165,000 

1806,  net  revenue     16,081,000;   drawb'ks    9,709,000 

1807,  16.493,000;  -  9,995,000 
1818,  revenue  rec'd  25,832,000  ;  drawb'ks  3,343,000 
1816,  32,786,000;  "  4.830,000 
1917,                           22,082,000;          '•          3,937,000 

These  facts  present  you  with  a  history,  and  ac- 
count for  the  rise  and  decline  of  commerce  as  well 
as  manufactures ;  they  require  no  comment,  but 
aflbrd  much  for  reflection  :  they  show  the  kind  of 
commerce  worth  protecting,  in  which  I  will  be 
behind  no  one  at  all  hazards,  even  of  a  war.     Left 
now  only  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  export  of  our 
produce  and  the  importation  of  articles  for  con- 
sumption, we  are  losing  the  carrying  trade — not  for 
the  want  of  laws  to  protect  it,  but  for  this  evident 
1  reason,  that  the  commercial  nations  of  Europe  can 
!  be  their  own  carriers,  import  directly  from  their 
I  own  colonies :  they  are  not  to  be  diverted  by  naviga- 
'  tion  acts ;  other  means  must  be  adopted  to  restore 
j  our  commerce  and  give  employment  to  our  ship- 
!  ping.  We  must  do  as  all  other  nations  have  done — 
make  ourselves  carriers  by  creating  materials  for 
trade.     None  ever  become  so  by  being  the  consu- 
mers of  the  manufactures  of  others.     In  a  settled 
state  of  things,  commerce  cannot  exist  without 
I  manufactures — the  one  is  the  basis  and  affords  the 
I  materials  of  the  other.     While  it  is  thought  bad 
'  policy  to  supply  ourselves,  we  cannot  expect  to 
I  supply  others :  it  is  in  vain  to  hope  for  employment 
I  for  our  ships  when  we  have  nothing  to  export 
I  which  will  pay  expenses  ;  equally  vain  to  place 
I  our  faith  in  measures  intended  to  coerce  its  em- 
,  ployment  by  other  nations,  in  opposition  to  their 
^  interest.     Ships,  commerce,  and  colonies,  is  their 
'  maxim.     It  would  be  ours  in  like  circumstances. 

The  agricultural  class  of  the  country  seem 
alarmed  at  this  bill ;  with  what  reason  it  is  cer- 
i  tainly  difficult  to  divine.  Their  situation  is  not 
I  more  enviable  than  that  of  the  other  great  inter- 
j  ests.  The  ports  of  Europe  and  the  British  West 
I  Indies  are  closed  against  their  provisions-:  some 
i  are  actually  imported  for  our  own  consumption. 
j  Havana  has  been  a  good  market :  the  last  accounts 
I  from  that  place  represent  the  market  completely 
i  glutted  with  provisions.  Rice  dull  at  five  dollars  ; 
I  flour  thirteen  dollars,  duties  nine  dollars  ;  upwards 
'  of  twenty  thousand  barrels  had  arrived  there  from 
I  ports  in  France,  and  from  St.  Andero,  in  Spain, 
';  and  further  supplies  expected  from  the  same  quar- 
'  ter.  Wheat  in  the  interior  thirty-seven  and  a  half 
!  cents  a  bushel ;  flour  at  your  farms  three  dollars, 
\  and  four  dollars  in  the  seaports  ;  excluded  from 
I  foreign  markets,  you  complain  that  we  are  about 
j  creating  a  domestic  one. 

Thus  it  is  when  the  time  has  arrived  in  which 
all  the  great  interests  in  the  country,  being  equally 
prostrate,  and  one  general  scene  of  distress  per- 
vading all  its  parts,  there  was  a  reasonable  hope 
of  a  union  of  sentiment,  and  a  common  effort  to 
restore  us  to  what  we  were.  When  the  path  w^e 
propose  is  consistent  with  the  experience  of  all 
nations  as  well  as  our  own,  we  are  met  on  all 
sides  with  the  chilling  cry  of—Let  us  alone;  leave 
Hs  to  regulate  ourselves.  You  have  regulated  your- 
selves till  legislation  is  necessary  to  restore.    Re- 


I 


1 


f! 


iP 


1943 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1944 


H.  or  R. 


Revision  of  the  Tariff. 


April,  1820. 


member,  if  the  revenue  has  failed,  if  commerce  i.s 
without  employment,  and  aijriculture  has  no 
market,  manufactures  have  not  caused  it.  One 
would  think,  in  hearing  the  various  cries  of  danger 
from  this  source,  that  they  were  progressm?  with 
giant  strides  till  their  interest  had  become  a  Brob- 
dienagian  among  the  Lilliputs.  It  seems  to  be 
forTollen  that  it  is  writhinj?  almo.^t  in  the  agonies 
ol  death ;  far  from  being  able  to  injure  others,  it 
cannot  save  itself;  and  it  is  as  low  as  its  wors^t 
enemies  could  wish  it.  All  have  alike  .sunk  beneath 
the  effects  of  foreign  policy, and  your  indifference: 
laid  low  alike,  struggling  side  by  side.  The  three 
great  interests  of  the  country  are  to  be  restored  only 
by  your  interference  ;  they  call  on  you  m  sepul- 
chral tones,  equally  to  warn  you  of  past  errors  and 
imploring  for  future  aid.  But,  sir,  listen  to  all 
alike;  do  not  let  revenue,  crying  for  a  loan,  com- 
merce for  bankrupt  and  navigation  acts,  drown  the 
voice  of  manufactures,  asking  for  protection.  Uo 
not, after  imparting  your  favors  with  a  liberal  hand 
to  the  others,  reply  to  the  calls  of  this  great  inter- 
est  "  regulate  yourselves."     You  will  not  say  so 

to  commerce:  you  will  give  her  regulations,  and 
enter  on  a  legislative  commercial  war  for  her  pro- 
tection. But  you  will  poorly  answer  to  the  nation 
for  your  partiality — that  it  is  of  no  national  im- 
portance who  produces,  raises,  or  makes  our  articles 
of  consumption;  that  may  regulate  itself:  it  i.s 
alone  worthy  of  our  interference,  who  shall  bring 
them  here  troin  foreign  countries.  That  we  will 
regulate. 

We  have  been  called  on  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  for  the  evidence  on  which   the 
committee  have   acted.      Of  the   description  re- 
ferred to  in  his  resolution  we  have  none  ;  and  I 
tell  the  gentleman  plainly,  that  the  Committee  of 
Manufactures  have  not  acted,  and  would  not  act,  on 
the  statement,  or  even  the  affidavits,  of  interested 
persons.    Others  may  make  motives  for  us — but  %ye 
shall  not  avow  what  we  disdain.     1  refer  him,  for 
the  information  on  which  we  have  acted,  to  the 
commercial  codes  of  other  countries — our  own  offi- 
cial documents  from  the   Treasury  ;  to  the  able 
reports  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce,  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  to  one  which  de- 
serves particular  notice,  from  being  presented   by 
himself;  the  bill   reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  in  1816.    I  repeat  it,  that  the 
profits  of  manufactures  had  not  been  our  leading 
motive,  but  the  public  national  intere^l ;  this  na- 
tion must  command  its  own  consumption  and  the 
means  of  defence.     The  Treasury  report   tells  us 
that  the  ad  viiofti/i  imiwrts  of  ISlS,  are  853,000,- 
000,  our  domestic  exports  only  ^50,000,000.    This 
must  be  chanced  ;  we  must  buy  less  than  we  sell. 
There  is  one  domestic  work  on  political  economy, 
better  than  any  imported;  containing  more  sound 
political  maxims  than  any  I  ever  read.    The  alma- 
nacs of  ''  Richard  Saunders."'     He  says,  "  if  you 
keep  taking  uut  of  the  meal  chest  and  put  nothing 
in.  it  will  become  emjity." 

This  is  the  state  of  the  nation  ;  an  enormoas 
flood  Qf  importation  has  swept  before  it  the  indus- 
try of  the  country  ;  §36,000,000  of  imports  a  year 
have  exhausted  it^  resources ;  it  is  literally  empty. 


Look  where  you  will  you  will  find  property  de- 
pressed, produce  declining,  laborers  seeking  employ- 
ment ;  nothing  increasing  but  debts  and  suits,  and 
forced  sales.     The  sound  of  a  hammer  does  not 
disturb  you,  unless  the  consiable'.s,  sherifl\s,  or  auc- 
tioneer's.    If  the  j>etitions  on  your  table  do  not 
give  vou  the  true  cause  of  this ;  if,  when  manu- 
facturers and  farmers  are  joining  in  their  applica- 
tions for  the  protection  of  national  industry,  you 
want  other  evidence  of  the  general   distress;  let 
each  member  of  this  House  say  what  is  the  situa- 
tion of  his  own  district.     Many  of  them  have  seen 
manufactures  flourish  ;    did  farmers  then  suffer  ? 
Has  their  practical  operation  ever  been  injurious 
to  any  portion  of  the  country  ?     We  have  tried 
the  systems  of  supplying  ourselves  and  depending 
on  foreign  nations ;  those  who  have  seen  the  effects 
of  both  can  best  judge  of  the  merits  of  this  bill. 
But  if  you  want  other  evidence  of  the  cause  of 
this  universal  distress,  and  to  find  out  an  effectual 
remedy,  do  not  disregard  the  unanimous  opinion 
of  the  "Legislature  of  New  York,  expressed  in  m- 
structions   to  her   delegation    here.      This  is  the 
voice  of  3,200,000  freemen.     When  a  nation  thus 
complains,  we  are  not  to  inquire  if  women  and 
children  cry.     Pennsylvania  speaks  in  a  still  more 
decided  tone  ;  not  of  instruction  or  complaint,  but 
of  a  stop  Into  to  prevent  the  sale  of  real  and  per- 
sonal property  in  execution,  unless  it  sells  for  two- 
thirds  of  Its  appraised  value.     It  is  lime  to  reflect 
when  such  a  State  speaks  in  language  like  this. 
Five  years  ago  she  wa^  the  richest  in  the  Union ; 
her  property  was  valued  under  your  authority  at 
346  millions  ;    New  York  at  273  millions  ;   she 
has  been  and   yet  is  a  proud  State;  fertile  in  re- 
sources, strong  in   her  institutions,  she  stood  the 
shock  of  the   Revolution,   the  conse«]uent  peace, 
the  embargo,  and  the  late  war,  unhurt.     But  she 
could  not  withstand  the  destruction  of  her  manu- 
factures, the  prostration  of  her  industry,  the  deluge 
of  importation,  your  enormous  imposts  ;  she  has 
yielded  to  the  pressure  of  general  distress,  and,  for 
the  first   time  in  her  history,  has  been   obliged  to 
resort  to  a  atup  lair  to  save  the  persons  and  property 
of  her  citizens.     All  must  regret  the  necessity  ; 
the  other  States  have  not  resorted  to  the  same 
measure  ;  they  may  have  as  much  necessity.    One 
county  in  Virginia,  I  see  by  the  paper  of  to-day, 
has  passed  a  stop  law  of  its  own,  by  refusing  to 
appoint  any  officers  to  enforce  the  collection  of 
debts.     Sir,  this  state  of  thing  aflbrds  abundant 
evidence  of  the  necessity  of  your  acting.     You 
have  tried  the  present  system  till  all  the  interests 
of  the  country  are  alike  destroyed.     Give  this  one 
a  fair  trial ;  you  can  be  no  worse,  unless  you  per- 
severe in  a  policy  which  was  founded  on  a  state  of 
things  which  no  longer  exists  ;   which  will  in- 
crease  the  national  distress  in  proportion  to  its 
continuance.     Adopt  a  system  founded  on  those 
plain  practical  principles  which  have  been  sanc- 
tioned by  experience,  and  can  never  be  destroyed 
by  a  storm,  which  will  pass  the  country  unhurt. 

[NoU. — The  navigation  acts  have  been  passed  ;  the 
West  India,  with  one  dissenting  vote  in  the  Senate— 
in  the  House,  by  a  vote  of  ayes  94,  noes  25 ;  the 
French,  without  discussion,  or  even  a  division  in  either 
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House  ;  there  was  no  one  heard  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives.    This  furnishes   a   good   practical   com- 
mentary   on    the    favorite    maxim    of  "leave    things 
alone";  it  cannot  be   expected  to  pass  without  com- 
ment.    No  subject  will  belter  explain  the  actual  policy 
of  this  Ciovernment  in   relation  to  their  internal  con- 
cerns.    The  French  navigation  act  has  been  called  for 
by  the  great  body  of  merchants,  who  complain  that 
the  French  tariff  excludes  entirely  the  employment  of 
American  shipping  ;  to  counteract  this  we  have  im- 
posed a  duty  of  eighteen  dollars  a  ton  on  French  ves- 
sels arriving  aAer  the  1st  of  July  next.     It  is  well  to 
compare  the  discriminating  duties  of  the  two  nations. 
Our  tonnage  duty  is  fifty  cents  light  money,  the  same 
in  all ;  one  dollar  a  ton  on  foreign  ships ;  the  French 
is  ninety  cents ;  ten  cents  less  than  her  ships  pay  here. 
The  French  duty  most  complained  of  is  on  the  import 
of  our  produce  ;  we  impose  an  addition  to  the  rates  of 
duties  of  ten  per  cent,  on  all  goods  imported  in  foreign 
vessels  of  those  nations  who  have  no  convention  with 
us.     France  imposes  on  cotton  a  duty  of  four  dollars 
a  hundred  imported  in  French  ships,  five  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  in   foreign ;  if  from    an    entrepot,  five    in 
French,  five  dollars  and  fifty  cents  in  foreign  vessels. 
Tobtcco,  in  French  ships,  free;  foreign,  one  dollar  a 
hundred.     To  ascertain  who  is  the  aggressor  in  this 
contest,  who  first  began   this  discrimination  on   ton- 
nage and  goods,  whether  it  is  in  self-defence  or  from  a 
spirit  of  monopoly,  and  on  which  side,  may  be  some 
time  worthy  at  least  of  examination.     If  the  conduct 
of  France  had  been  unprovoked  ;  if  she  first  began  this 
warfare,  and  we  are  on  the  defensive,  and  prefer  retal- 
iation to  rcduccment,  there  are  two  modes  of  counter- 
acting it ;  a  tonnage  duty  which  would  exclude  French 
shipping,  or    a  duly  on    their    manufactures,  which 
would  compel  them  to  reduce  theirs  on  our  raw  mate- 
rial.    The  first  has  been  aiiopted  ;  its  operation  is  only 
in  favor  of  the  merchant ;  the  second  was  rejected  ;  it 
would   have  benefited   the  manufacturer  and   the  far- 
mer, and   been  of  equal   service   to  commerce.     The 
heavy  discriminating  duty  is  on  our  produce,  not  ton- 
nage.    The  principle  of  equal  protection  should  have 
embraced  ail  interests  alike ;  it  has  been  confined  to 
the  carrier,  the   producer,  and   the  manufacturer  has 
been  overlooked.     The  rights  of  primogeniture  have 
been    successfully   asserted,   and    unanimously    sanc- 
tioned.    Will  France  give  way,  or  retaliate !     In  the 
latter  event,  let  the  agriculturist  look  to  the  exclusion 
of  his    produce;  the   shipping    interest  can    only    be 
reached  through  the  products  which  give  it  employ- 
ment; the  cotton  planters  have  unanimously  opposed 
the    protection   of   manufactures,   and   advocated  the 
navigation  acts  ;  they  have  thrown  their  entire  weight 
into  the  scale  of  commerce.     The  consumption  of  their 
cotton  was  unworthy  of  their  notice.     The   carrying 
f»f  it  has  induced  them  to  join  in  a  commercial  war 
which   may   terminate    against    their    interests.      Mr. 
Gallatin  states  that  we  imported   "  60,000,000  of  the 
produce  of  French  industry,  more  than  two-thirds  the 
produce  of  modes  and  luxuries  manufactured  at  Paris, 
ftnd  of  Lyons'  silks,  ex|)orted  from  Havre,  exclusive 
of  wines,  brandies,  und  dried  fruits,  and  other  articles 
of  that    nature."     One    would    think    that   this   fact 
would  have  assured  to  a  btate<man  the  point  in  which 
to  attack    France.     Exclude  her    manufactures  from 
our   market,  or  impose   a  duty  equal  to  hers.     That, 
however,  «eems  not  to  be  consistent  with  the  rules  of 
political  economists;  it  would  give  employment  to  our 
laborers,  infuse  hfe  and  new  spirit  into  our  manufac- 
tnrere.     A  reduction  of  import  duties  would  increase 


the  price  of  the  raw  material  to  the  farmer,  diminish 
it  to  the  consumer  of  the  manufacture ;  these  are  con* 
siderations  which  have  excited  no  attention.  Tlie 
great  national  contest  now  is,  whether  the  duties  sbaU 
be  the  same,  whether  imported  in  French  or  American 
vessels.  Let  the  cotton,  tobacco,  and  rice  planter, 
look  out  The  day  may  come  when  the  sugar  planter 
may  find  it  would  have  been  as  well  to  have  excluded 
the  produce  of  the  British  islands  as  the  carrying  of  it 
in  British  vef:sels.] 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  rose,  after  Mr.  Bald- 
wi.N  concluded,  and  expressed  his  views  of  the  tar- 
iff, in  general  opposition  to  those  of  Mr.  B.,  as  re- 
gards the  merits  of  the  system  of  revenue  from 
inijxjrts,  but  without  denying  that  some  of  the 
present  duties  might  require  to  be  increased.  He 
did  not  however  go  far  into  the  general  question, 
having  risen  to  move  an  amendment  in  the  fol- 
lowing  clause : 

'•  First.  A  duty  of  12^  per  centum  ad  Talorem  on  all 
dying  drugs,  and  materials  for  composing  dyes,  not 
subject  to  other  rates  of  duty  ;  gum  arabic,  gum  aene- 
gal,  saltpetre,  jewelry,  gold,  silver,  and  other  watches, 
and  paru  of  watches;  gold  and  silver  lace,  embroidery, 
and  epaulets  ;  precious  stones,  and  pearls  of  all  kind, 
set  or  not  set;  Bristol  stones  or  paste  work,  and  all 
articles  composed  wholly  or  chiefly  of  gold,  silver, 
pearl,  and  precious  stones ;  and  laces,  lace  veils,  lace 
shawls,  or  shades,  of  thread  or  silk." 

The  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the  word 
"  twelve,'-  in  the  first  line,  for  the  purpose  of  insert- 
ing in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "  seven." 

Mr.  Clay,  after  paying  a  high  compliment  to 
the  ability  and  substantial  character  of  the  speech 
of  Mr.  Baldwin,  said  that,  until  an  answer  was 
to  that  speech  at  least  attempted,  he  should  abstain 
from  engaging  in  the  support  of  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  the  bill.  At  present,  he  only  rose  to  say 
that  it  became  the  friends  of  the  manufacturing 
system  not  to  lend  themselves  with  too  much  fa- 
cility to  alterations  proposed  in  the  system  which 
has  been  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures. That  committee  had,  with  a  patience  and 
industry  never  surpassed  in  this  House,  prepared 
and  reported  a  general  system.  Its  provisions  were 
no  doubt  the  result  of  much  calculation  ;  and,  if 
the  friends  of  the  general  features  of  it  listened  to 
every  application  which  should  be  made  to  change 
this  or  that  particular  item,  the  effect  would  be, 
that  they  would  lose  the  whole.  Mr.  C.  then  made 
some  remarks  against  this  particular  motion. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Smith's  niotion, 
and  decided  in  the  negative  without  a  division. 

Mr.  SiL!«BEK  next  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  out  the  proviso,  which  is  in  the  following 
words :  - 

••  Provided,  That  all  cotton  cloths,  or  cloths  of  which 
cotton  is  a  component  material,  the  cost  of  which  at  the 
place  whence  imported,  with  the  addition  of  20  per 
centum,  if  imported  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or 
from  places  beyond  it;  and  10  per  centum  if  imported 
from  any  other  place,  shall  be  less  than  25  cents  per 
square  vard.  shall,  with  such  addition,  be  taken  and 
deemed'  to  have  cost  25  cents  per  square  yard,  and 
shall  be  charged  with  duty  accordingly." 

This  motion  was  negatived — ayes  45. 
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Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  then  moved  to  strike  |  vention  no  doubt  desired  to  have  copies  of  the 


Journal,  but  none  were  to  be  purchased ;  and  he 
therefore  thought  it  proper  that  they  should  be 
furnished  from  the  copies  printed  for  the  public 


out  the  following  proviso  of  the  bill 

•'  Providtd.  That  all  linen  cloths,  or  cloths  of  which 

linen   is  a  component  material,  from  whatever  place, 

the  cost  of  which  at  the  place  whence  imported,  with    use.  ,         ,        i        .. 

the  addition  of   10  per  centum,  shall   be  less   than  I      The  resolution  was  twice  read,  and  ordered  to 

25  cent«  per  sqiisre  yard,  shall,  with  such  addition,  be  ;  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  ncm.  con. 

taken   and  deemed  to  have  cost  25  cents  per  square         ^j^   y j^^  Ke.\S).sel.\ER,  from  the  Committee  on 

yard,  and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  accordingly."         Military  Atfairs,  to  which  was   referred   the  bill 
Mr.  Smith  said  incidentally,  (and  he  and  other  '  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 

<»entlemcn    rejK^ated  the  suggestion   afterwards,)    of  Thomas  Hunter,""  reported  the  same  without 

That  he  made  this  motion,  not  from  any  expecta-  j  amendment,  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Com- 

tion  of  succeeding  in  the  proposition,  for,  from  the  |  mittee  of  the  Whole. 

intimation  thrown  out  by  the  honorable  Speaker,  J      fhe  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  to 

establish  additional  land  offices  in  the  State  of 
Alabama,"  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Land>. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  -'An  act  to  provide 
relief  for  sick  and  disabled  seamen,"  reported  the 
same  with  amendments,  which  were  read,  and, 
together  with  the  bill,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  following  titles,  to 
I  wit:  1.  An  act  for  therelief  of  Thomas  L.  Ogden 
and  others;  2.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Matthew 
McNair ;  3.  An  act  authorizing  the  building  of 
a  certain  number  of  small  vessels  of  war ;  4.  An 
■  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Leiper;  and,  5.  An 
act  confirming  the  proceedings  oi  the  inhabitants 
of  the  village  of  Cahokia,  in  the  State  of  Illinois, 
in  laying  out  a  town  on  the  commons  of  said  vil- 
lage ;  were  severally  read  twice  and  referred  :  the 
first  and  second  to  the  Committee  of  Claims;  the 
third  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs;  the  fourth 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary 
Claims  ;  and  the  fifth  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
increase  the  allowance  to  the  judges  of  the  orphans' 
court,  in  the  counties  of  Washington  and  Alexan- 
dria," was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
the  sale  of  thirteen  sections  of  land  lying  within 
the  land  district  of  Canton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,', 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

REVISION  OF  THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  regulate 
the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage. 

Mr.  Sa.mpson, of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  reducing  the  proposed  duly  of  ten  cents> 
per  gallon  on  molasses  to  seven  cents ;  which  mo- 
tion was  negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  inserting  a  duty  on  butter,  of  nine  cents  per 
pound  ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hiii.MEs  moved  to  reduce  the  proposed  duty 
on  imported  salt  from  twenty-five  to  twenty  cents 
per  bushel. 

This  motion  was  supported  at  some  length  by 
the  mover,  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  S.mith,  of 
Maryland,  and  Sawyer,  of  North  Carolina.  Messrs. 
Clay  and  McCoy  made  some  incidental  remarks. 


he  perceived  that  the  bill  must  be  taken  as  it 
stands,  and  that  it  was  in  vain  to  propose  any 
amendment. 

After  some  observations  from  Mr.  Clay  and 
Mr.  BALnwiN  against  the  motion,  and  Mr.  S.mith 
and  Mr.  Lownue:?  in  favor  of  it — 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  S.mith'.s  motion, 
and  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  48. 

Mr.  Sil.sbee  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so  as  to 
reduce  the  proposed  duty  on  imported  coffee  from 
six  to  five  cents  per  lb.,  and  spoke  in  support  of  the 
motion.  After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  McLea.n, 
of  Kentucky,  against  it — 

This  motion  also  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Meigs  moved  to  increase  the  duty  on  iron 
castings  from  one  dollar  and  a  half  to  three  dollars  ; 
per  hundred  weiofht.  • 

This  motion  also  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Holmes  moved  to  reduce  the  duly  on  iron 
bars  and  bolts,  except  iron  manufactured  by  rolling, 
from  the  proposed  amount  of  one  dollar  and  twen- 
ty-five cents  per  cwt.  to  one  dollar. 

This  motion  was  opj>osed  by  Mr.  Kinsey,  and 
was  also  negatived.  i 

Mr.  Meigs  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  insert-  ; 
ing  a  duty  on  steam  machinery  imported,  of  three 
dollars  per  hundred  weight. 

This  motion  was  also  negatived. 

Mr.  Kendall  moved  an  amendment,  the  object 
of  which  was  slightly  to  vary  the  duty  on  paper; 
which  also  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Silsbee  moved  to  reduce  the  proposed  duty 
on  imported  molasses,  from  ten  to  five  cents  per 
gallon. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Clay,  and 
supported  by  Mr.  Holme.-i,  with  much  good  humor 
on  both  sides.  It  was  also  supported  by  Mr.  Foot 
and  .Mr.  Whitman,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Butler, 
of  Louisiana.  It  was  negatived  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. 

Tne  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Sati  rday,  April  's^. 

Mr.  Pinckney  offered  a  joint  resolution  direct- 
ing the  Sccretarv  of  State  to  transmit  one  copy  of 
the  Journal  of  the  Convention,  which  formed  the 
Federal  Constitution,  to  each  of  the  members  of 
that  Convention,  who  are  now  living. 

Mr  Pinckney'i*  reason  for  offering  this  resolu- 
tion was,  that  the  surviving  members  of  the  Con- 
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the  former  adverse,  the  latter  favorable  to  the  mo- 
tion. ! 

The  motion  was  negatived — ayes  56. 

The  bill  was  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bald-  I 
wt.n,  so  as  to  provide  for  the  use  of  such  hydrome-  | 
ters,  in  determining  the  proof  of  spirits,  as  the 
President  shall  prescribe.  j 

Mr.  Wendover  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  j 
adding  to  the  duty  on  shoes  of  leather,  silk,  «tc.,  \ 
on  shoes  or  slippers  of  prunella,  or  other  materials,  j 
a  duty  of  forty-five  cents  per  pair.  This  motion  j 
was  agreed  to.  I 

Mr.  Strong,  of  New  York,  moved  to  increase  | 
the  duty  on  spirits  of  the  different  proofs  twenty  i 
cents  per  gallon ;  the  bill  proposes  from  thirty- ' 
eight  to  seventy  cents  per  gallon,  according  to  the  ! 
proof. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  opposed  the  motion 
on  the  ground  that  it  would  amount  to  a  prohibi- 
tory duty,  which  it  was  not  proposed  at  present  to 
adopt.     The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Strong  then  moved  an  increase  of  ten 
cents  per  gallon ;  which  motion  was  also  nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  SiLSBEE  moved  to  reduce  the  proposed  duty 
on  hysou  skin,  souchong,  and  all  other  black  teas, 
from  twenty-five  to  twenty  cents  per  pound. 

Mr.  S.MITH,  of  Maryland,  submitted  a  number 
of  statements  and  facts  to  show  that  the  existing 
discrimination  in  the  duty  on  bohea  and  black  teas 
permitted  an  eva.sion  of  the  higher  duty,  and  that 
the  duty  ought  to  be  the  same  on  all  those  leas,  to 
prevent  frauds,  »tc.  He  was  in  favor  of  Mr.  Sils- 
bee'h  motion. 

The  motion  was  negatived — ayes  34. 

Mr.  Wendover  moved  to  make  a  discriminating  J 
duty  on  these  teas.  By  making  the  duty  on  hyson 
skin  twenty-eight  cents  per  pound ;  which  was 
negatived. 

Mr.  S.MITH,  of  Maryland,  to  prevent  the  frauds 
carried  on  under  the  words  "and  other  green  teas," 
moved  to  include  "  other  green  teas"  with  hyson 
and  young  hyson  in  a  duty  of  forty  cents  per  pound ; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  to  fill  up  the 
blanks  left  in  the  bill  for  fixing  the  duty  on  wines; 
and,  after  a  good  deal  of  discussion,  and  the  rejec- 
tion of  various  other  sums,  the  blanks  were  filled 
to  read  as  follows : 

"On  Madeira,  Burgundy,  Champaign,  Rhenish,  and 
Tokay,  $1  per  gallon;  on  Sherry  tnd  St.  Lucar,  60 
centa  a  gallon  ;  on  other  wine,  not  enumerated,  when 
imported  in  bottles  or  caaes,  30  cents  per  gallon ;  on 
Lisbon,  Oporto,  and  on  other  wines  of  Portugal,  and 
those  of  Sicily,  50  cents  a  gallon  ;  on  Teneriffe,  Fayal, 
and  other  wines  of  the  Western  I«lands,  30  cents ;  on 
all  other  wines,  when  imported  otherwise  than  in  cases 
and  bottles,  1.^  centf." 

Mr.  Kendall  moved  to  strike  out  the  duty  of 
five  cents  per  pound  on  oil  of  vitriol,  so  as  to  leave 
the  importation  of  it  free,  as  heretofore;  which 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  Whit.man  moved  so  to  amend  the  bill  as  to 
reduce  the  proposed  duty  on  printed  books  from 
twenty-five  to  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and 
supported  his  motion  at  some  length.     The  reduc- 


tion was  supported,  also,  by  Mr.  Hardin,  who  was 
opposed  to  any  duty  on  the  importation  of  litera- 
ture, and  by  Mr.  Liver.more,  and  was  opposed  by 
.Messrs.  KiNSEY,  Baldwin,  and  Clay,  on  the 
ground,  principally,  that  it  was  so  far  not  a  tax  on 
literature,  as  foreign  books  were  allowed  by  the 
bill  to  be  imported  duty  free,  for  philosophical 
and  literary  societies,  academies,  colleges,  &c., 
and  that  the  proposed  duty  was  necessary  to  pro- 
tect the  business  of  printing  and  publishing  in  this 
country.  Mr.  Sergeant  entered  into  the  discus- 
sion on  incidental  points,  and  was  in  favor  of  the 
motion. 

The  motion  was  finally  agreed  to — ayes  69, 
noes  53. 

Mr.  Whitman  next  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  reducing  the  duty  on  plain  flint  glass  from  ten 
cents  to  seven  cents  per  pound,  under  a  conviction, 
from  information  he  had  received,  that  the  latter 
duty  would  be  an  ample  protection  of  the  domestic 
fabric. 

Mr.  Baldwin  opposed  the  motion,  and  entered 
into  various  statements  and  references  to  the  Bri- 
tish and  other  tariffs,  &c.,  to  show  that  the  duty 
of  ten  per  cent,  was  as  low  as,  with  a  just  regard 
to  our  own  production  of  the  article,  could  possi- 
bly be  fixed,  and  to  prevent  the  glass  establish- 
ments of  the  country  from  being  placed  entirely 
at  the  mercy  of  the  British  manufacturer;  arguing 
that  it  was  a  manufacture  which,  of  all  others, 
ought  to  be  encouraged,  inasmuch  as  it  was  the 
product  of  materials  which  were  of  no  value  for 
any  other  purpose. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  without  a  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Butler,  of  Louisiana,  the 
article  of  copper,  manufactured  into  sugar  boilers, 
was  inserted  among  the  articles  entitled  to  draw- 
back. 

For  the  reason  that  he  did  not  understand  it, 
and  that  it  might  be  dangerous,  as  far  as  he  could 
foresee  its  operation,  Mr.  S.mith,  of  Maryland, 
moved  to  strike  out  the  following  clause  of  the  9th 
section  of  the  bill : 

"And  that  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  which 
shall  be  imported  in  any  ship  or  vessel  from  any  for- 
eign port  or  place,  or  which  in  her  voyage  shall  have 
touched  at  any  foreign  port  or  place,  shall,  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes,  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  of  for- 
eign  growth,  produce,  and  manufacture." 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Sil3bee 
and  Whitman  ;  and  Mr.  Baldwin  replied,  that 
the  clause  was  intended  to  guard  against  frauds 
on  the  revenue  from  Canada  by  the  Lakes,  Ac. ; 
but  he  was  willing  to  meet  any  proper  views  on 
the  subject,  and,  on  a  conference  with  the  gentle- 
men opposed  to  it,  had  no  doubt  it  might  be  framed 
to  the  general  satisfaction,  if  the  motion  were 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  Smith,  for  the  present,  consented  to  with- 
draw his  motion. 

The  bill  having  been  gone  through- 
Mr.  TYLER,of  Virginia,  moved  to  strike  out  the 
first  section  of  the  bill,  and  was  prepared  now  to 
go  into  the  remarks  which  he  intended  to  offer  in 
opposition  to  the  bill,  if  it  were  the  pleasure  of  the 
Committee  to  listen  to  an  argument  on  its  general 
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merits ;  but,  as  the  Committee  had  been  engasfed 
for  several  hours  in  a  laborious  and  fatiguingcon- 
sideration  of  its  details,  he  moved  that  the  Com- 
mittee now  rise. 

The  Committer  then  ro«e,  reported  progress, 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  ol  Com- 
merce, presented  to  the  House  a  mass  of  corre- 
spondence derived  from  the  Executive  department, 
between  the  Ministers  of  our  Government  and 
those  of  PVance  and  England,  respecting  our  trade 
with  the  British  American  colonies,  and  the  gen- 
eral intercourse  ktweoi  France  and  the  United 
States;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 


.  ,  Monday,  April  24. 

Mr.  Wendover  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
American  Society  of  the  city  of  New  York  for 
the  encouragement  of  domestic  manufactures,  com- 
plaining of  "the  system  of  credit  given  for  the  du- 
ties on  the  importation  of  foreign  manufactures, 
and  of  free  sales  at  auction  ;  and  praying  that  the 
bill  now  pending  before  Congress,  regulating  the 
payment  of  duties  on  merchandise  imported  ;  the 
bill  imposing  duties  on  certain  sales  at  auction  ; 
on  imports  and  tonnage,  may  be  passed  into  laws, 
previous  to  the  termination  of  the  present  session 
of  Congress ;  which  was  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  to  which  the  said  bills  are 
committed. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
praying  that  measures  may  be  adopted  to  prevent 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  from  engaging 


mittee  on  Naval  Affairs ;  and  that  they  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediencv  of  providing  by 
law  that  no  commander,  or  other  officer  in  the 
naval  service  of  the  United  States,  shall  receive 
on  hoard  his  vessel  any  gold,  silver,  or  jewels, 
without  orders  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  or  the  Navy  Department ;  and  that  no  of- 
ficer, without  such  orders,  shall  transport,  as  a  pas- 
senger, any  person  in  the  naval  or  military  service 
of  a  foreign  Government  engaged  in  war;  and  the. 
Committee  of  Naval  Affairs  are  also  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  determining,  by 
law.  whether  any  compensation  or  freight  shall 
be,  in  any  case,  permitted,  for  articles  transported 
in  vessels  of  the  United  Stales. 

Mr.  WoouBRiDC.E  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Lnited  Slates  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled. That  the  line  heretofore  caused  to  be  BurTey- 
ed,  marked,  and  dcsignatrd,  from  the  southern  extreme 
of  Lake  Michigan,  due  east,  in  pursuance  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  authoriie  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  ascertain  and  de- 
signate certain  boundaries,"  passed  May  12,  1812,  so 
far  as  the  same  extends  due  east  from  the  western 
boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  be  and  remain  the 
established  boundary  line  between  the  said  Slate  of 
Ohio  and  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 

The  resolution  was  read  twice  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  from  this  House 
entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Steel,  with  an 
amendment.  And  they  have  passed  bills  of  the 
titles:  An  act  granting  certain  prfvi- 

of  New 


following 


inthe  businessof  privateering,under  thetlagsof  the 

Governments  of  South  America;  and  that  certain  j  leges  to  fhe  Ocean  Steamship  Company  of  New 
ports  fn  the  United  States  may  l)e  designated,  in  I  York;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Smyth; 
which,  only,  the  cruisers  of  those  Governments    and  an  act  to  provide  for  the  building  an  addition 


may  be  permitted  to  enter,  and  that  those  lying 
on  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay  may  be 
among  those  which  may  be  prohibited ;  which 
petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs.  ! 

Mr  Sloan  presented  a  letter  from  Greorge  Jack-  j 
son,  of  Zanesville,  in  the   State  of  Ohio,  charg-  | 
ing  Samuel  Herrick,  a  member  of  this  House  from 
that  State,  with  having  improperly  received  money,  j 
for  his  services  in  procuring  a  pension  for  a  certain  i 
Robert  Cue,  and  enclosing  the  evidence  of  the 
said  charge  ;  which  letter  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Van  Rensselaer,  from  the  Committee  on       J, —  . 

Military  Affairs,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  pressed  by  others,  that  this  all-important  subject 
into  the  expediency  of  reducing  or  suspending  the  ]  should  be  urged  to  a  decision  at  this  late  period, 
expenditures  on  fortifications,  made  a  report  there-  The  languor  attendant  on  a  long  session  rarely 
on;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  :  fails  to  produce  a  restlessness  and  impatience  ad- 
table. 


to  the  custom-house  now  erecting  in  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  for  the  use  of  the  district  court  of 
the  United  States  for  the  Stale  of  Louisiana.  In 
which  amendment  and  bills,  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

REVISION  OF  THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  regulate 
the  duties  on  imports. 

A  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the 
bill  (to  reject  it)  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Tyler  said,  that  he  sincerely  mingled  his 
regrets  with  those  which  had  been  repeatedly  ex- 


An  engrossed  "  resolution  for  the  di'Jtribution  of 
certain  copies  of  the  Journal  of  the  Convention 
which  formed  the  Constitution,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes, 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  of  the  7th  April,  1820,  with  the  documents 
which  accompanied  it,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 


,  verse  to  a  full  and  free  investigation.  If  we  ar- 
rive, said  he.  to  a  precipitate  conclusion,  one  ad- 
I  verse  to  the  best  interests  of  this  nation,  he  meant 
I  not  that  anv  share  of  the  responsibility  should 
I  devolve  on  him.  He  considered  that  he  had  a 
j  high  duty  to  discharge,  and  trusted  the  House 
I  would  bear  with  him  while  he  discharged  it. 
I  Some  gentlemen  have  been  pleased  to  consider 
'  the  bill  on  the  table  a  mere  experiment.    We 
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should  be  cautious,  Mr.  Chairman,  how  we  adopt 
experiments  of  a  vague  and  uncertain  character; 
but  more  especially  ought  we  to  be  so,  when  the 
two  great  branches  of  national  industry,  com- 
merce and  agriculture,  are  materially  interested  in 
that  experiment.  Shiill  we  make  an  hasty  exper- 
iment on  our  best  interests?  Shall  we  precipi- 
tately adopt  a  system  from  which  the  most  serious 
and  destructive  results  may  arise  ?  I  repeat,  that 
great  deliberation  and  reflection  are  required  of 
us.  And,  sir,  what  is  the  character  of  the  exper- 
iment which  is  about  to  be  made  ?  One  whicn  is 
to  give  a  new  direction  to  the  capital  and  labor  of 
the  country.  The  clamor  which  has  been  raised 
in  support  of  what  i>  called  naiioiicd  indtLstry,  has 
this  for  its  object  and  nothing  else.  This  is  the 
inevitable  consequence  of  the  bill  on  your  table 
should  you  adopt  it.  Are  the  present  manufac- 
turers in  the  United  States  really  entitled  to  your 
aid  ?  Where  is  the  proof  of  it  ?  We  have  asked 
for  the  proof,  and  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
frankly  acknowledged  that  he  did  not  possess  it. 
All  classes  labor,  at  this  time,  under  serious  em- 
barrassments. The  gentlemen  from  Pennsylva- 
nia (Mr.  Balowin)  has  ascribed  these  embar- 
rassments to  the  badness  of  our  present  system. 
Not  so,  said  Mr.  T.,  the  causes  are  plain  and  ob- 
vious. The  present  extraordinary  condition  of 
the  world,  almost  all  Christendom  being  now  at 
peace,  is  one  of  the  great  causes.  The  demand 
for  the  productions  of  our  soil  is  diminished  by 
the  circumstance  of  the  inhabitants  of  Europe 
being  now  permitted  to  pursue  the  walks  of  in- 
dustry, uninterrupted  by  the  turmoil  of  war. 
They  are  no  longer  dependent  on  us  for  those 
large  supplies  which  they  lately  required.  There 
is  another  cause  equally  operative,  and  it  is  to  be 
found  in  that  hot-bed  banking  system,  which,  like 
the  present  bill,  when  introduced,  was  made  to 
promise  us  such  potent  blessings.  I  repeat,  that 
all  classes  arc  greatly  oppressed.  For  one,  I  wanted 
such  information  as  would  have  enabled  me  fairly 
to  contrast  the  condition  of  the  manufacturing 
with  the  other  interests  of  the  country.  I  wanted 
to  be  informed  whether  that  interest  only  suffered 
in  the  same  ratio  with  the  others,  and  whether  its 
sufferings  were  produced  by  similar  causes.  In 
the  absence  of  this  information,  I  am  left  to  con- 
clude that  it  is  now  deemed  expedient  to  hold  out 
rewards  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  new  direction 
to  the  capital  and  labor  of  the  nation. 

If  gentlemen  imagine  that  by  this  bill  they  are 
securing  the  permanent  interests  of  the  manufac- 
turers ;  if  they  believe  that  this  is  all  which  will 
be  required  at  the  hands  of  the  Legislature,  they 
are  most  grossly  deceived.  This  is  but  the  incip- 
ient measure  of  a  system.  I  venture  to  predict 
that,  after  the  lapse  of  a  very  few  years,  we  shall 
be  assailed  by  as  urgent  petitions  as  those  which 
have  poured  in  on  us  at  the  present  session. 

What  will  be  the  effect  of  this  measure  ?  It 
proposes  a  rate  of  duties  sufficiently  high  to  ena- 
ble our  artists  to  undersell  the  foreign  artist  in  the 
markets  of  this  country.  For  a  short  time,  it  will 
have  that  effect,  but  it  cannot  long  continue.  It 
adds  to  the  profits  of  those  who  at  this  time  have 
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I  their canitals  invested  in  manufactories;  and  while 
oiher  classes  will  labor  under  severe  pecuniary 
embarrassments,  they  will  enjoy  comparative  pros- 
peritv.  What  will  be  the  consequence  ?  Why, 
sir,  there  is  no  principle  in  political  economy  more 
universally  true,  than  that  capital  will  flow  into 
those  employments  from  which  it  can  derive  the 
greatest  profits.  This  bill,  then,  will  have  the 
effect  of  causing  new  investitures  of  capital.  Thus 
a  snirit  of  competition  will  have  been  generated, 
and  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  the  profits  of 
these  capitalists  will  have  settled  down  to  their 
present  level.  The  supply  will  always,  after  a 
short  time,  suit  itself  to  the  demand,  and,  from 
being  at  first  deficient,  will  often  exceed  it.  Again: 
The  advocates  of  this  system  have  attemptea  too 
much.  They  have  clasped  in  their  embrace  too 
many  favorites  to  yield  a  permanent  benefit  to  any 
one.  There  will  exist  an  inequality  of  profits  in 
the  various  branches  of  manufacturing  industry ; 
and  this  circumstance  will  aid  greatly  in  produ- 
cing the  result  which  1  have  deduced.  To  sim- 
pli^  my  argument,  let  me  prestnt  to  you  a  sup- 
posititious case:  Take  the  case  of  the  tailor  and 
shoemaker.  If  the  tailor  makes  a  greater  profit 
in  his  trade,  then  you  will  have  more  tailors  than 
shoemakers  ;  more  labor  will  be  employed  by  the 
one  than  the  other.  The  shoemaker,  in  order  to 
retain  his  laborers  in  his  employment,  will  be 
forced  to  give  higher  wages ;  and  the  tailor,  in 
order  to  counteract  this  effect,  will  find  himself 
compelled  to  increase  the  wages  of  his  laborers. 
And  thus,  the  competition  between  them  will  urge 
them  on  to  the  imposition  of  high  prices  on  their 
different  fabrics.  While  the  wages  of  labor  are 
continually  advancing,  they  will  find  their  profits 
constantly  diminishing,  and  their  resort  to  high 
prices  for  their  products  will  resemble  the  desper- 
ate effort  of  ihe  gambler,  whose  hopes  are  all 
staked  on  the  last  throw  of  the  dice.  The  conse- 
quence is  inevitable.  This  bill  secures  them  not. 
The  foreign  competitor  again  enters  your  market, 
and  again  will  our  ears  be  deafened  with  cries  for 
relief. 

If  any  thing  more  was  wanting  to  satisfy  us  of 
the  truth  of  these  deductions,  the  case  of  the  man- 
ufacturers of  bar  iron  would  be  conclusive.  The 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Kinsey,)  the 
other  day  very  candidly  confessed  that  in  1816  he 
did  believe  that  the  duty  then  laid  on  that  article 
would  have  been  in  all  respects  sufficient ;  but  he 
then  labored  under  a  deception,  and  an  additional 
duty  is  now  proposed.  How  has  this  been  pro- 
duced ?  It  may  clearly  be  traced  to  the  causes 
which  have  already  been  suggested.  The  manu- 
facturer of  bar  iron  had  to  go  into  a  market  for 
the  purpose  of  procuring  laborers,  where  he  met 
with  the  farmer  and  merchant  as  his  competitors. 
The  competition  operated  disadvantagcously  to 
him,  and  he  again  presents  himself  to  you  for 
relief.  In  a  country  thickly  populated,  such  effects 
would  gradually  and  almost  imperceptibly  devel- 
ope  themselves.  Where  a  surplus  population  ex- 
ists, eacli  branch  of  industry  will  be  well  supplied 
with  laborers  ;  the  bidding  is  on  the  part  of  the 
laborer  for  employment,  and  not,  as  in   a  new 
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iiTu.  then  look  to  the  effeets  of  such  a  mea-  i  you  on  to  happiness   advaitced  your  wealth,  af- 
su,"^    Rem  Xr  the°h,tr    of  your  banks,  and  :  forded  ^■-"S'Vl"'i.;T"'v^at°Lom  "ff't^ 

"Itt^^on  from  abroad  w,ll  no  longer  afford  a    Manufacturmg  '•'bor  and  eap.tal    jr  b,  ft    ,h. 

destroy  the  monoix)ly.     But,  sir, such  investments  portion  of  the  soil  will  be  thrown  out  ot  cuU.  a 

wUHa  t,mc  take  place;  large  investments  will  be  ,  tion,  and  }he  result  is  obv.ou..     Thi.  conclusion 
invited ;  we  shall  then  have  become  a  raanufac-  i 
turing  ration,  and   fabrics  to  a  greater  amount 
than  will  be  required  for  home  consumption  will  be 
produced.     Again,  then,  you  will  have  to  resort  to 

exnedients.     Let  us  not  disguise  the  fact.     By  the  ,  nmc  utiv-.^, -v>x,.v.j  • — -  ,„„o,.  ^V 

Ume  you  have  reached  this  stage,  that  clas.  of  so-  sudden  change.     America  is  now  the  F^nary  of 

ciTty'wm   be  too  numerous   t'o 'supplicate.     No,  the  world  ;  she  -PP'- j'^^*',;-"  ^a^h^^^  f^^^^^^^^ 

the;  will  speak  in  the  tone  of  dictation.     They  tions  as  they  ari>e.       t   '^J^f  ^^,^,^,^^^^ 

will  tell  YOU  that    invited  by  the  legislation  of  market  at  thi^  moment  is  almo>t  glutted  ,  but  shall 

Congres^rey^  be   denied   the  advantage  o^  P;5>f '-^^  'X^^^ 

tell  you  that  tL  home  market  is  overstocked  with  change  m  that  market  ?     ^^^  "^  ^^"  P^"^"' 

their  fabrics;  that  their  surplus  products  are  rot-  experience   fluctuations   '"   J*^^' ^X  high  pric« 

ting  on  their  hands;  and  that  ruin  awaits  them,  day,  from  the  deficiency  f^^^^^f/^PP  X' ^'g^^ 

unfess  vou  extend  further  protection.     They  will  are  obtained ;  to-morrow  the  inar^^^^^^^^ 

enter  no  foreign  market  without  your  aid,  for  there  plied,  and  a  diniinution  in  '^e  >  ake  °*  'he  produc 

they  will  come  in  competition  with  the  artisans  of  lakes   place.     These  '"'^fj^'''^'^'^^^^^ 

other  nations.     What,  Wn,  could  you  do  ?     You  ^^^  "^"^V""^^^' {-^  ^'.^^'^^r.^/^^^^^^^^^ 

would    have   to   encourage   the   exportations   by  ^^T  ™ay  Reemployed.  J\  ho  can  tel    how  long 

bounties.     This  is  the  inevitable  effect;  and  what  the  causes  ^^h'ch  now^operat^  to  our^  njuo  may 

would  be  the  effect  of  the  premium  ?     Sir,  it  oper-  continue  to  exist  ?     ^H  human   a tlair>  are  coil 

ates  beneficially  to  the  foreign  consumer,  and  inju-  stantly  undergoing  a  ^^^ange    and  e.en  waiie  i 

riously  to  your  own  citizen."  One  of  the  objects  of   am  "« V^^^^^*'"?  >r,^  ""' ^Trhe  unfX^^^^^ 
a  bounty  L  to  keep  up  the  home  price.     If  the    among  the  Powers  o<^  Europe  rnay  be  unfold^^^^^^ 
manufacturers  cannot  afford  to  make  a  yard  of    themselves.     The  speck   which  is   "O^J^^^^^^y 
cloth  for  less  than   five  dollars,  and   the  supply    discernible  on  the  horizon,  the  next  moment  m^^^^ 
should  be  greater  than  the  demand,  it  is  obviou.    swell  into  a  cloud,  dark   and  PO'-^f"^°"'v  J/^'^ 
that  the  cloth  would  fall  below  that  price,  and,    you  not,  by  this  system,  deny  to  u.  all  benefit  Irom 
without  the  interposition  of  the  Government,  ruin    any  change  which  riiay  occur .'     1  <'^'  ^i^'  *  ^°° 
I     would  await  him!     If.  in  the  foreign  market,  op-    tend  that  you  will  have  dene  so     ^1"-]^'^^''^^ 
V  erated  on  either  by  the  tariff  of  dut.e.  there  exist-    on  exchanges  ;  exchange  ^^o"^^^"'/^'^,^^': '"^  X 
\Lg,  or  other  causes,  his  cloth  would  not  sell  at  a    of  commerce.     Under  present  ^^•^^"'"'J"^^  .;7 
P^i,  the  Government  finds  itself  compelled  to    merchant  purchases  the  P^^J"^\=*  °'  T  ^^""  ,5^' 
mterpose,  and  make  up  by  its  l^unty  thedifference    ships  them  abroad,  and  ^^^'^^.^  '  V,^,  Thfch   he 
betwVen  the  market  price  and  that  at  which  the    cles  which   the   country   ^^'""'^y^'^^^l^^^^^^ 
manufacturer  can  afford  to  sell  at  a  reasonable    makes  his  shipment      But  can  )'^" J^T^;/"^*, 
profit.     Thus,  then,  we  shall  supply  the  foreign    foreignnationsw.il  ^uy  o^  >ou  h)r  any  lengt^^ 
at  a  less  price  than  the  domestic  consumer.    Every  ,  lime,  unless  you  buy  of  ^^^f'^-^^\°Vh"  would 
other  class  pays  then  a  tax  for  ihe  support  of  this  ,  so  visionary.    But  suppose  they  could,  what  would 


lion,  auu  luf  itauii.  lo  vru..^^—. 

is  drawn  from  principles  so  clear,  that  to  press  it 
further  would  be  an  unnecessary  waste  of  time. 

But,  sir,  what  will  be  the  effects  while  this  tran- 
sition of  capital  is  taking  place  ?  It  must  be  some 
time  before  society  can  accommodate  itself  to  any 
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you  receive  in  return  ?  Gold  and  silver,  articles 
of  no  value,  but  as  a  medium  of  exchange.  At- 
tempts have  been  made  by  some  nations  to  retain 
all  the  gold  and  silver  that  flowed  in  ujwn  them. 
The  attempt  has  been  regarded  as  indicative  of 
the  highest  folly.  So  would  also  be  a  system 
which  should  look  to  a  constant  importation  ol 
the  precious  metals.  I  repeat,  that  tlie  great  use 
of  money  is  to  serve  as  a  medium  of  exchange 
among  nations  and  among  men  ;  and,  to  suppose 
an  extreme  case,  if  we  could  goon  until  we  obtained 
all  the  money  in  the  world,  we  should  still  be  like 
the  miser  or  a  beggar  in  the  midst  of  it.  You 
would  then,  by  this  cruel  system,  have  diminished 
the  value  of  the  land,  the  capital  of  the  farmer, 
and  have  shut  him  out  almost  entirely  from  all 
foreign  markets. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  promised  a  home 
market  for  our  products.     Are  gentlemen  serious 
when  they  urge  such   arguments?     Would   you 
add  by  this  bill  to  the  number  of  consumers  in 
the  United  States  ?     I  speak  of  the  agricultural 
interest,   as  it  now  exists,  before  sufficient  time 
shall  have  elapsed  to  enable  the  farmer  to  desert 
his  field,  and  give  a  new  direction  to  his  labor.     I 
ask,  then,  if  your  manufactures  shall  prosper;  if 
you  succeed,  as  you  unquestionably  w  ill,  in  build- 
ing up  large  manufacturing  establishments,  will 
vou  add  to  the  number  of  consumers  1     Who  will 
be  found  in  them  ?    Men  who  must  be  fed  whether 
they  are  there  or  elsewhere— laborers.     Will  this 
be  to  furnish  a  new  market  ?     Take  the  case  of 
large  mercantile  cities;  they  would  furnish  a  par- 
allel.   By  concentrating  the  population,  you  con- 
centrate the  number  of  purchasers,  but  you  do  not 
thereby  increase   their  number.      Whether   your 
fifty  merchants  be  in  a  city,  or  dispersed  over  the 
country,  they  do  not  lose  their  character  of  pur- 
chasers.    They  must,  in  either  event,  be  fed.     So 
too  with  the  lalx)rers  employed  in  a  manufactory. 
But  look  to  the  list  of  agricultural  exports   and 
tell  me  how  long  it  will  take  you  to  furnish  a  home 
market  for  them  ?     They  amounted  la  t  year,  if  I 
do  not  mistake,  to  something  like  ^50,000,000,  and 
this  was  made  up  of  the  portion  of  product  which 
remained  after  satisfying  the  home  demand.     The 

Rroposition,  sir.  is  futile ;  nay,  a  perfect  mockery, 
lor  are  we  to  be  deceived  by  the  apparent  regard 
which  the  Committee  of  Manufactures  has  evinced 
in  our  behalf.  The  chairman  (.Mr.  Baldwin)  has 
been  pleased  to  report  a  duty  on  cotton  and  tobacco, 
imported  into  this  country.  Did  he  really  imagine 
that  the  members  from  Georgia  and  South  Caro- 
lina were  to  be  entrapped  by  the  first,  or  the  mem- 
bers from  Virginia  by  the  last  ?  I  feel  assured  that 
my  honorable  friend  did  not  intend  to  practise  a 
deception  upon  us.  He  would  spurn,  with  indig- 
nation, any  such  resort.  But  I  ask  him  seriously 
to  say  whether  he  thinks  that  the  South  requires 
this  lax  on  cotton,  or  Virginia  this  tax  on  tobacco  ? 
Look  at  the  list  of  annual  exports  of  cotton,  and 
tell  me  if  the  cotton  planter  here  has  any  thing  to 
I'ear  from  foreign  competition  ?  And  is  u  not  well 
known  that  the  Virginia  tobacco  planter  fears  no 
competition  on  earth  ?  No  other  tobacco  comes 
into  competition  with  it.    France  admits  none 


other  than  that  raised  in  Virginia  ;  and  the  anxiety 
of  ioreign  purchasers  to  obtain  our  tobacco,  is  tlie 
best  evidence  of  its  decided  superiority  over  the 
similar  production  of  any  other  country.  As  well 
might  the  gentleman,  it  he  had  been  legislating 
for  Newcastle,  to  use  a  familiar  illustration  have 
laid  a  high  duty  on  coal  thereinto  imported.' 

But,  sir,  we  must  moreover  be  taxed,  and  highly 
taxed,  to  support  this  system.  Do  you  require 
proof  of  the  truth  of  this  assertion  ?  The  bill  on 
your  table  furnishes  the  evidence.  Sir,  1  thank 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  for  having  ad- 
dre.s.sed  us  in  a  plain  and  intelligible  manner. 
Aware  that  the  high  duties  imposed  by  the  bill  on 
the  greater  number  of  articles,  would  produce  a 
deficit  in  the  revenue,  he  has  proposed  to  remedy 
this  evil  by  exacting  higher  duties  on  articles  of 
the  first  necessity.  On  sugar,  coffee,  molasses,  and 
salt,  a  large  revenue  is  proposed  to  be  raised. 
Who  w  ill  have  to  pay  it  ?  Inasmuch  as  the  agri- 
cultural class  is  the  most  numerous,  they  will  have 
to  pay  the  greater  portion  of  it.  Sir,  it  operates 
as  a  direct  tax  on  them. 

You  extort  for  a  time  from  their  necessities,  but 
they  cannot  long  bear  the  exaction,  and  if  you  do 
not  experience  a  large  deficiency  of  revenue  this 
year,  you  will  the  next.     Although  these  articles 
enter  into  the  general  consumption  of  the  country, 
yet  an  increase  of  prices  will  have  the  effect  of  di- 
minishing their  consumption.     The  poorer  classes 
will  be  forced  to  resort  to  cheap  substitutes.     It  is 
I  not  a  time  to  be  loading  the  country  with  additional 
burdens  ;  it  is  already  sufficiently  oppressed.     We 
,  should  administer  relief  to  the  people,  as  far  as 
j  practicable,  by  retrenching   the  expenses  of  the 
!  Government ;  and,  sir,  if  the  trentleman  had  looked 
I  over  the  whole  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  he  would  have  discovered  that,  .so  far 
from  that  committee  deeming  it  necessary  to  resort 
to  a  system  of  internal  revenue,  strong  reasons  were 
urged  by  them  against  such  a  course.     The  gen- 
tleman has  called  the  present  system  of  revenue  a 
rotten  system.     And  how  does  he  propose  to  get 
rid  of  it  ?     By  adopting  a  system  of  excises.     And 
when  does  he  propose  to  resort  to  that  system  7 
Dare  you  resort  to  it  until  you  have  reached  pro- 
hibitions?    Would   it  not  do  away  the  effect  of 
high  duties?     The  manufacturer  would  have  to 
iinpose  the  amount  of  the  excise  on  the  price  of 
his  fabrics,  and  thus  the  effect  of  the  duly  would 
be  completely  neutralized.     You  can  only  adopt 
a  system  of  direct  and  heavy  taxation.     And  shall 
all  other  classes  be  taxed  to  uphold  this  favorite — 
manufacturers  ?     When  the  gentleman  talked  ofa 
rotten  system,  I  had  hoped  that  he  would  have 
given  us  something  of  a  purer  and  more  healthy 
character.     However  despicable  it  may  be,  I,  for 
one,  shall  cling  to  it  with  the  most  persevering 
obstinacy.     So  far,  under   its  influence,  we  have 
gone  on  prosperously  and  happily.     The  weight 
of  government  has  not  been  ielt  by  the  citizen. 
He  has  been  left,  as  far  as  possible,  what  God  cre- 
ated him,  a  free  agent.     The  revenue  has  been 
raised   by  his  voluntary  subscriptions,  and,  in  its 
greatest  extent,  from  his  imaginary  wants.     The 
system,  as  it  now  exists,  may  be  esteemed  the  le- 
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iritimate  source  of  revenue  for  this  Government. 
The  States  passed  over  to  us  this  the  most  produc- 
tive source  of  income,  and  retained  only  the  righ 
to  resort  to  direct  taxes.    Although  they  conferred 
on  thisGovernment  the  power,  under  circumstances 
of  urgent  necessity,  of  taxing  the  same  articles 
with  Theraseives,  yet  the  policy  of  the  Government 
heretofore  has  bt>en  to  avoid,  m  time  of  P^ace,  a 
resort  to  the  exercise  of  such  a  power.     But  the 
eentleraan   is  exci-edingly   dissatisfied   with   this 
system,  because  of  the  fluctuation  which  takes  place 
in  the  amount  of  the  revenue  ;  and  what  is  his  ul- 
timatum ?     Excises.     And  are  they  less  liable  to 
fluctuation  in  amount  ?     -No,  sir.     When  we  shall 
have  become  a  great  manufacturing  people ;  when 
we  shall  have  attained  this  great  desideratum,  will 
not  the  state  of  foreign  markets  produce  a  similar 
condition  of  things  with  that  which  now  exists? 
The  amount  of  your  bounties  on  exportation  will 
be  constantly  fluctuating,  and  an  increase  of  reve- 
nue during  one  year  could  not  be  relied  on  lor  the 
ensuing  year,     the  gentleman  has  been  pleased, 
also   to  complain  of  the  necessity  which  we  are 
nowunder  to  resort  to  a  loan  of  §2,000,000.     What 
is  the  fact  in  reference  to  this  loan  ?     It  does  not 
add  to  the  debt  of  the  nation.     During  this  year, 
two-thirds  of  the  Mississippi  stock   becomes  re- 
deemable.    The  bill  from  the  committee  authorizes 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  accept  subscrip- 
tions of  that  stock  in  satisfaction  of  the  loan.     If 
subscribed,  that  debt  will  be  postponed  for  a  limited 
lime ;  and  if  not  subscribed,  a  new  debt  will  be 
created  in  its  place,  and  it  redeemed.     So  that  it 
is  obvious  the  engagements  of  the  Government  are 
not  augmented,  but  merely  postponed. 

I  think,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  1  have  ren- 
dered in  some  measure  the  effects  which  will  flow 
from  this  bill  manifest.     It  will  diminish  the  value  I 
of  our  land  ;  it  will  shut  us  out   from  the  foreign  I 
market ;  it  cannot  substitute  a  home  market,  as  is 
erroneously  contended  ;  and,  finally,  it  subjects  us 
to  a  heavy  burden  of  taxation.     Is  it  necessary 
that  I  should  go  on  to  show  its  eflects  on  com- 
merce ?     Agriculture  and  commerce  arc  twin  sis- 
ters.   You  cannot  inflict  a  wound  on  the  one  with- 
out injuring  the  other.     Our  foreign  trade,  I  have 
already  attempted  to  show,  would  be  greatly  and 
most  seriously  curtailed.     And,  sir,  when  the  gen- 
tleman excepts  from  duty  copper  used  for  sheath- 
ing of  ships,  he  takes  care  to  limit  this  application 
of  that  article  by  striking  a  destructive  blow  at  the 
vessel  itself,     that  noble  spirit  of  enterprise  which 
has  heretofore  t»etn  our  chief  boast,  will  be  in  a 
gteat  measure  destroyed,  and  your  navigation  wi 
be  confined  to  your  I'wn  bays  and  creeks.     Tell 
me  not.  then,  of  the  embarrassments  which  now 
prevail  in  this  land.     Go  on  with   this  Chinese 
system;  carry  this  stranire  fallacy  into  effect,  and 
we  shall  present  a  contrast  as  siriking,  .between 
our  present  and  our  then  situation,  as  that  which 
is  exhibited  in  the  case  of  a  child  who  has  lost  his 
plavthin'T.  and  of  the  man  who>.'  house  is  wrapt 
in  flames,  and  the  fruits  of  a  lona  life  of  industry 
in  a  moment  destroyed. 

Man  is  ntver  satisfied,  from  his  cradle  to  his 
grave.      When  in  his  infancy,  he  sighs  to  attain 


the  years  of  manhood ;  and  when  old  age  over- 
takes him,  he  casts  "  a  longing,  lingering  look 
behind  him,  and  weeps  for  the  return  of  the  days 
of  his  youth.     So  is  it,  too,  Avith  nations.     Wis- 
dom would  admonish  them  of  the  folly  attendant 
on  their  wishes;  but,  sir,  they  often  press  on  w;ilh 
too  much  solicitude  to  the  attainment  of  maturity, 
and  thereby  bring  on  themselves  a  premature  old 
age.     Shall  we  adopt  this  wicked  and  injurious 
course  of  policy  ?     Have  we  anv  reason  to  be  dis- 
satisfied with  our  condition  ?     Look  to  the  past : 
a  wilderness  has  been  reclaimed ;  and,  notwith- 
standing the  difficulties  and  embarrassment  atten- 
dant on  our  early  history,  we  have  now  a  fair  and 
extensive  garden  spread  before  us,  abounding  in 
the  choices't  gifts  of  a  bountiful  Providence,  and 
inhabited   by  upwards  of  ten   millions  of  souls. 
Our  march  has  been  most  rapid ;  but  are  we  not 
still  m  our  infancy  ?     Does  there  exist  any  neces- 
sity for  us  to  resort  to  artificial  means  to  hasten 
our  growth  ?    Do  we  require  the  nostrums  of  gen- 
tlemen  to  secure  our  health  ?    No,  sir,  I  do  still 
hope  that  we  shall  not  resort  to  expedients  which 
bloat  the  body  politic,  and,  in  the  end,  enervate 

and  destroy.  ,  ,  ^ 

To  show  the  fallacy  ot  such  a  course,  let  me 
ima^^ine  that  a  gentleman  should  rise  in  his  place 
and'propose  to  you  forthwith  to  build  up  a  nary 
equal  to  that  of  England,  what  would  you  think 
of  him  ?     And  yet  he  might  appeal  to  your  na- 
tional pride;  he  mi^ht  point  to  the  si-curity  which 
it  would  afford  to  the  nation  in  the  event  of  con- 
flicts with  foreign  nations.     But  you  would  not 
hesitate  to  say  to  him,  "Sir,  be  not  so  impatient: 
wait  the  process  of  time,  and  in  its  fulness,  all 
your  wishes  will  be  accomplished."     So  too,  will 
!  say  to  the  advocates  of  the  present  bill— sutler 
things  to  take  their  own  course,  and  the  time  will 
arrive  when  manufactures  will  flourish  without 
the  factitious  aid  of  the  Government.     Natural 
causes  will  produce  this  result.     Nature  governs 
man  by  no  principle  more  fixed  than  that  which 
leads  him  to  pursue  his  interest.     W  hen  it  shall 
correspond  with  the  interest  of  this  nation  to  be- 
come a  manufacturing  nation,  such  will  it  become. 
I  will  venture,  however,  the  opinion  that  such  will 
not  be  the  case  while  we  have  a  wilderness  to  peo- 
ple     What  is  the  object  of  all  labor;  to  obtain 
the  means  of  sustaining  life  in  comfort,  and  secur- 
in'T  for  one's   posterity  an    independence?     The 
gentleman   from   Pennsylvania   (Mr.   Baldwin) 
has  told  us  of  the  great  importance  of  converting 
sand  into  glass  and  old  rags  into  paper;  of  render- 
in'^  that  which  is  unproductive,  productive.     But 
can  the  labor  of  society  be  directed  with  greater 
benefit  to  the  nation,  to  the  world  at  large,  or  to 
the  laborer,  than  in  rendering   the  useless  forest 
lands  of  this  country  productive  and  fertile?  How 
much  does  this  process  add  to  the  comforts  and 
conveniences  of  civilized  man!     How  extensive 
and   how  variously  supplied  a  table  does  it  not 
present!     Regarded  in  a  national  point  ol  view, 
no  process  can  add  more  rapidly  to  the  wealth  of 
society  ;  regarded  as  aftecting  the  laborer  and  cap- 
italist the  ^rae  result  takes  place.    Ask  yourselves 
if  you  are  parents,  if  every  principle  of  parental 
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lore  would  not  invite  you  to  expend  your  surplus  ! 
capital  in  an  inheritance  for  your  children,  which  j 
war  cannot  destroy  or  fire  consume?     And   yet 
this  bill  proposes  a  new  direction  to  the  capital 
and  industry  of  your  citizens.     By  holding  out  a 
douceur  you  are  attempting  to  arrest  this  tide  of 
things  and   turn  it  into  a  channel  dug  by   your-  i 
selves.     Again,  I  aik,  why  are  we  to  do  this  ? 
Can  we  hope,  or  could  we  wish,  to  advance  more  i 
rapidly  in  the  road  of  national  wealth  than  we  ; 
have   done  ?    Our  population   doubles   in   every  j 
twenty-five  years,  and  our  resources  keep  a  proper 
pace  with  our  population.  | 

Sir,  gentlemen  may  tell  me  what  they  please  ; 
about  their  rotten  manufactories;  but  I  call  upon  ' 
them  to  compare  the  advance  of  our  nation  with  ' 
that  of  any  other  that  ever  existed,  under  like  cir-  j 
cumstances,  and  to  deduce,  if  they  can,  an  unfa- 1 
vorable  conclusion   towards  us.     True,  a   cloud 
now  rests  over  us,  but  it  is  one  arising  from  causes  ! 
plain  and  palpable.     It  Avould  be  unreasonable  to 
expect  that  we  should  always  experience  sunshine.  ' 
I  tell  the  gentleman,  then,  that  we  want  no  change, 
and  least  of  all  the  change  that  he  would  give  us.  I 
To  expose  still  further  this  fallacy,  suffer  me  to  ask  ■ 
you  what  would  have  been  thought  by  intelligent  | 
men,  if  our  early  settlers  at  Jamestown,  at  Ply- 1 
mouth,  and  elsewhere,  had  adopted  this  system,  i 
and  resolved  to  have  erected  manufactories  among  ; 
them?     The  attempt  would  have  been  esteemed 
prosperous  and  idle.     And  what  is  our  situation 
in  comparison  to  the  old  nations  of  Europe,  taking 
into  the  estimate  the  undefined  boundaries  of  thi* 
mighty  empire?     I  will  not  occupy  the  time  of 
the  Committee  by  answering  the  question.     All  , 
may  draw  the  deduction. 

But,  sir,  we  must  become  indei)endent  of  foreign 
nations.     This  is  the  basis  of  this  theory ;  a  theory 
which  aims  to  subvert  the  ordinances  of  Heaven  I 
itself.     I  was   near   pronouncing   it  an   impious  j 
theory.  , 

Mr.  Chairman,  man  is  dependent  on  man  and 
nation  on  nation.     Nature  has  written  this  truth 
in  characters  that  cannot  be  misunderstood.    Over  I 
one  portion  of  the  globe  the  seasons  are  genial  and  j 
mild,  and  the  earth  pours  forth  its  most  abundant  i 
productions;  over  another,  Winter  maintains  its 
reign.  One  produces  cotton  and  breadstuffs,  while 
another  is  only   inhabited   by  graziers.     Would  ! 
you,  to  render  Massachusetts  independent  of  South  i 
Carolina,  undertake  there  the  culture  of  cotton  ?  I 
Yet  this  might  be  done  in  hot-beds,  and  by  holding  ' 
out  high  rewards.     Or  would  South  Carolina  be  ' 
so  blind  to  her  interest  as  to  abandon  the  culture  i 
of  cotton,  and  attempt  to  rival  Massachusetts  in 
raising  stock  ?     It  would  be  folly  for  her  to  do  so,  ' 
and  yet  it  might  possibly  be  accomplished.     But, 
in  neglecting  to  do  so,  she  would  proceed  on  the 
true  principle  that  she  could  purchase  much  cheaper 
than  she  could  raise.     And  yet  we,  the  legislators 
of  this  great  nation,  proceed  on  a  different  princi- 
plej  and  assume  it  to  be  correct  to  manuiacture 
articles  which  might  be  obtained  on  much  better 
terms  from  abroad.    But  press  this  idea  of  national 
independence  still  further,  and  what  are  the  con- 
sequences?   Suppose  every  nation  on  the  face  of 


I  the  earth  .should  adopt  this  notion,  what  would 
shortly  become  the  condition  of  the  world  ?  The 
advance  to  literary  attainment  would  be  without 
a  scaflolding  to  support  it.  Each,  instead  of  draw- 
ing from  a  common  stock,  would  have  to  rely 
alone  on  its  own  capacity.  Those  arts  which  im- 
prove and  embellish  life  would  gradually  decay 
and  the  world  would  relapse  into  another  state  of 
vandalism.  But,  sir,  whatever  may  be  the  direc- 
tion of  your  industry,  this  cannot  be  the  case. 
The  intercourse  with  foreign  nations  will  be  ear- 
ned on  to  a  certain  extent,  as  I  have  before  shown ; 
and  it  remains  to  be  inquired  whether  a  manufac- 
turing or  an  agricultural  nation  be,  in  truth,  the 
most  independent  of  others?  I  contend  that  the 
latter,  in  this  point  of  view,  has  the  decided  advan- 
tage. A  manufacturing  nation  is,  in  every  sense 
of  the  word,  dependent  on  others.  Look  to  Eng- 
land !  Cut  off  Irom  the  markets  of  the  world,  and 
misery  and  ruin  await  her.  Threaten  to  close 
your  ports  against  her,  and  she  becomes  forthwith 
alarmed.  Close  them,  and  a  great  portion  of  her 
population  are  thrown  out  of  employment  and  re- 
duced to  beggary.  How  is  it  with  an  agricultural 
nation?  Other  nations  are,  in  a  great  measure, 
dependent  on  it  for  food.  They  may  dispense  with 
vour  silks  and  gewgaws,  but  bread  they  must 
have.  And  when  its  foreign  trade  is  destroyed, 
that  verv  circumstance  operates  beneficially  to  the 
poorer  classes,  for  they  are  then  enabled  to  obtain 
the  necessaries  of  life  in  greater  abundance,  on 
much  cheaper  and  much  better  terms.  This  im- 
aginary good,  then,  cannot  be  obtained  without 
warring  with  the  fiat  of  Omnipotence  itself,  and, 
if  obtained,  would  be  productive  of  crying  evils. 
Nor  do  you,  in  any  manner,  benefit  a  nation  by 
converting  it  from  an  agricultural  into  a  manu-- 
facturing  nation. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvaniamadea  strong 
appeal  to  our  honor ;  he  said  that  that  honor  re- 
quired us  to  meet  France  and  England  with  their 
own  weapons  ;  whenever  the  honor  of  this  nation 
shall  be  implicated,  I  trust  I  shall  require  no 
prompter  to  tell  me  my  duty.  But  what  grievance 
have  we  to  complain  of?  Why,  sir,  we  com- 
menced the  war  by  laying  high  duties  on  English 
fabrics,  and  what  enormous  offence  has  she  heen 
guilty  of?  Why,  to  counteract  the  effect  of  our 
duty,  she  has  imposed  a  duty  on  our  cotton.  Is 
this  any  thing  more  than  a  measure  of  self-preser- 
vation ?  Have  we  any  cause  to  quarrel  with  her 
for  so  doing  ?  But  the  gentleman  complains  also 
of  her  bounties  on  her  exports,  and  informed  us 
that  the  bounty  had  the  effect  of  enabling  our  mer- 
chants to  sell  some  of  her  fabrics  in  this  country 
at  first  cost.  Now,  sir,  if  the  gentleman  is  disposed 
to  go  to  war  with  England  for  this,  lam  not.  And 
why  should  we  make  war  on  France  through  this 
bill  ?  Why,  because  France  lays  a  higher  duty 
on  our  cotton  than  on  the  Turkey  cotton  ?  And 
why  does  she  do  so?  The  gentleman  himself 
gave  the  reason  ;  our  cotton  is  indispensable  to  the 
French  manufactures ;  not  so  witn  the  Turkey 
cotton  ;  the  one  yields  a  greater  and  more  certain 
revenue  than  the  other.  The  one  may  be  taxed 
high  for  the  purpose  of  revenue,  whereas  a  high 
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tax  on  the  other  would  keep  it  out  of  the  market. 
She  resorts  to  the  duly  then  for  a  legitimate  object, 
and  we  have  no  right  to  coraplam.    But  what  does 
the  gentleman  propose  as  a  remedy  for  this  evil  ? 
Why,  sir,  he  proposes  an  almost  entire  loss  of  the 
French  Markets.     Will  the  cotton  planters  thank 
him  for  this  manifestation  of  his  friendship  ?    ^o, 
sir  if  that  be  his  friendship,  they  will  most  ardently 
supplicate  to  be  delivered  from  it.     Sir,  it  is  a 
friendship  which,  while  it  smiles  in  the  face  strikes 
to  the  vitals;  a  friendship  which    instead  of  up- 
holding, prostrates  in  the  dust ;  a  friendship  which 
bears  the  port  and  attitude  of  the  most  inveterate 

hostility.  . 

On  what  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  this  system 
founded?    Gentlemen  will  pardon  me  for  saying 
that  it  is  based  on  narrow  and  contracted  princi- 
ples :  it  is  founded  on  a  desire  to  engross  all  wealth 
to  ourselves,  and  to  beggar  others;  it  looks  not 
abroad  through  the   world  of  man,  but  confiries 
itself  to  home,  and  even  there  it  blights  and  de- 
strovs ;  it  overlooks  the  plainest  principles  of  polit- 
ical economy.     For  one,  I  should  be  pleased  to  see 
all  the  nations  of  the  earth  prosperous,  and  happy, 
and  rich;  for  it  would  furnish  to  me  the  best  evi- 
dence of  the  prosperity  of  my  native  land.     Were 
you  a  merchant  would  you  settle  yourself  in  a  rich 
or  poor  neighbt)rhood  ?     Sir,  you  would  not  be  so  ' 
blind  as  to  locate  yourself  among  persons  who 
would  not  be  able  to  purchase  youf  goods.     So 
with  nations  with  whom  we  trade.     Let  us  then 
notrun  after  bubbles;  let  us  learn  contentment,  and 
not  deceive  ourselves  ;  let  us  then  not  rudely  and 
heedlessly  throw  from  us  the  rich  blessings  which  ^ 
Providence  has  bestowed  upon  us ;  let  other  nations 
press  on,  if  they  please,  to  that  point  when  they 
will  lose  their  agricultural,  and  assume  a  manufac- 
turiog  character  ;  so  much  the  better  for  us  ;  our 
market  will  thus  be  increased  for  the  products  of  , 
our  soil,  and  wealth  and  happiness  will  await  us. 
I  thank  the  Committee  for  their  attention  ;  and 
although  I  might  urge  many  more  considerations 
upon  them,  yet  an  anxiety  to  see  the  session  ter- 
minate,  and  knowing  that  others  have  to  follow  | 
me  who  will  embrace  in  their  different  views  all 
that  is  important  to  bring  us  to  a  correct  conclu- 
sion, I  shall  add  nothing  more  than  the  expression 
of  an  anxious  desire  that  we  may  not  now  lay  the 
cornerstone  of  this  ruinous  system  of  policy. 

Mr.  Storrs  delivered  a  speech  of  about  an  hour's 
length,  in  reply. 

Mr.  Gross   said,  that   the   proposition  ot   the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Tyi.er) 
must  have  originated  in  a  conviction,  on  his  part, 
ot  the  impolicy  of  the  bill,  considered  in  relation 
to  the  principles  upon  which  it  has  been  framed, 
and  not  in  a  mere  dissatisfaction  with  its  details. 
In  the  latter  case,  candor  and  patriotism  would 
have  concurred  in  pointing  the  honorable  gtntle- 
man  to  a  course  very  different  from  the  one  he 
had  adopted.     He  would   have  proposed  amend- 
ments rather  than  have  submitted  a  motion  to  de- 
stroy the  bill.  "What  reasons  does  he  offer  to  indace 
us  to  support  his  motion  ?     I  confess,  said  Mr.  G., 
that  I  should  think  him  in  faror  of  the  bill,  did  I 
take  his  remarks  instead  of  his  motion,  as  the  test 


of  his   sentiments.      He  acknowledges   that   the 
general  pacification  of  Europe,  and  the  consequent 
loss  of  a  market  for  our  agricultural  productions, 
is  the  cause  of  the  present  distress.    The  honorable 
gentleman,  sir,  is  perfectly  right.    We  may  talk 
about  banks  and  extra  vagance  as  much  as  we  please ; 
but   they  are   not  the  cause  of  our  misfortunes. 
They  are  rather  the  evidences  of  our  former  pros- 
perity.   When  every  thing  which  our  soil  produced 
commanded  a  high  price  in  the  European  markets, 
and  when  we  were  the  carriers  for  all  nations,  we 
could  afford  to  be  extravagant.     Industry,  sir,  sim- 
ple industry,  was  sufficient  to  secure  to  every  indi- 
vidual the  necessaries  and  conveniences  of  life. 
The  mechanic  found  abundant  employment ;  the 
planter  and  farmer  enjoyed  a  ready  market  for  their 
produce  ;  and  the  merchant  became  wealthy.  The 
case  is  altered  now,  sir.     The  mechanic  is  without 
business,  the  farmer  finds  no  market,  and  the  cap- 
'  italist,  instead  of  growing  rich  by  the  interest  of 
his  money,  is  forced  to  live  upon  the  principal,  un- 
less he  choose  to  fatten  on  the  misfortunes  of  his 
neighbors.  Can  all  this,  sir,  be  the  effect  of  luxury  ? 
Extravagance  makes  money  change  its  owners, 
but  does  not  banish  it  from  a  country,  if  that  coun- 
try be  otherwise  in  a  flourishing  condition.     We 
must  abandon,  it  is  true,  our  habits  of  show  and 
parade,  in  order  to  accommodate  ourselves  to  our 
present  reduced  condition  ;  but  if  there  be  no  market 
for  the  produce  of  our  soil,  and  no  demand  for  onr 
labor,  our  efforts  will  barely  enable  us  to  subsist. 
To  arrest  the  progress  of  this  evil,  and  to  prevent 
'  the  enormous  exportation  of  specie,  it  seems  to  me 
that  we  should  furnish  ourselves  with  those  articles 
'  for  which  we  have  heretofore  sent  our  money  across 
the  Atlantic. 

But  let  us  inquire,  said  Mr.  G.,  what  remedy  the 
honorable  gentleman  proposes  for  the  evils  which 
oppress  us.     Why,  sir,  he  ?eems  to  have  discovered 
a  ''  speck  of  war"  in  the  European  horizon,  a  little 
cloud,  no  biiTffer  at  present  than  a  man's  hand,  bat 
which  he  devoutly  hopes  and  believes  will  increase 
and  overshadow  (he  whole  eastern  continent.  Has 
it  indeed,  sir,  come  to  this?     Are  we  to  confine 
ourselves  exclusively  to  the  cultivation  of  the  sou, 
even  when  its  produce  will  not  procure  us  the  re- 
fuse trash  of  Europe  ?     Are  we  to  wait  ra  our 
present  situation  until  a  war  in  Europe  shall  work 
our  deliverance?     The  hope  of  such  an  event  is 
impious.     But  suppose  it  should  actually  happen, 
;  where  is  our  security  for  its  continuance  ?    Must 
our  prosperity  forever  depend  on  the  misfortunes 
of  Europe  ?     Shall  we  be  condemned  to  mourn 
whenever  peace  shall  bless  her  shores?    Where  is 
the  representative  who  is  prepared  to  leave  his 
country   in  such  a  state  of  vassalage  and  deoend- 
ence  ? '  Vie  have,  sir,  at  a  vast  expense  of  blood 
and  treasure,  established  and  maintained  our  polit- 
ical independence;  but  if  the  present  state  of  thing? 
be  without  remedy,  or,  if  we  have  not  spirit  enough 
to  adopt  a  plan  of  reform  in  our  internal  policy, 
we  may  as  well  renew  our  allegiance  to  the  British 
Crown',  and  save  the  trouble  and  expense  of  gor- 

erning  ourselves.  . , »,    r>,  * 

The  honorable  gentleman,  said  Mr.  G.,  seems  to 


concur 


with  the  celebrated  Dr.  Smith,  that  we 
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ought  not  to  accommodate  our  pursuits  to  our  cir- 
cumstances. What  else  can  he  mean  by  warning 
us  not  to  change  the  direction  of  the  national  capi- 
tal ?  The  learned  doctor  informs  his  readers  that 
"  the  tailor  does  not  attempt  to  make  his  own 
'  shoes,  but  buys  them  of  the  shoemaker.  The 
'  shoemaker  does  not  attempt  to  make  his  own 
'  clothes,  but  employs  the  tailor.  The  farmer," 
he  continues,  "  attempts  to  make  neither  the 
'  one  nor  the  other,  but  employs  those  different 
'  artificers."  And  what  is  the  reason  which  the 
doctor  gives  for  all  this  ?  It  is,  according  to  him, 
because  ''  all  these  find  it  for  their  interest  to  em- 
*  ploy  their  whole  industry  in  a  way  in  which 
'  they  have  some  advantage  over  their  neighbors, 
'  and  to  purchase  with  a  part  of  its  produce,  or, 
'  what  is  the  same  thing,  with  the  price  of  a  part 
'  of  it,  whatever  else  they  may  have  occasion  for." 
Will  any  one  deny  the  correctness  of  these  re- 
marks ?  Yet,  sir,  if/  they  be  designed  as  an  argu- 
ment against  the  present  hill,  there  are  not  more 
sophistical  and  Jesuitical  sentences  in  the  English 
language.  They  are  founded  on  the  assumed  fact 
that  the  tailor,  the  shoemaker,  and  the  farmer,  de- 
pend mutually  on  each  other  for  the  particular 
articles  which  their  industry  produces.  But  let  us 
suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  the  farmer  has  no 
longer  any  "advantage  over  his  neighbor,"  the 
tailor,  by  the  cultivation  of  the  soil.  Let  us  take 
it  for  granted  that  he  cannot  dispose  of  his  pro- 
visions ;  that  the  shoemaker  is  supplied  from  an- 
other quarter,  and  that  the  tailor  supplies  himself. 
Let  us  imagine,  moreover,  a  very  probable  case, 
that,  for  the  want  of  a  market,  he  cannot  purchase, 
wiih  the  price  of  a  part  of  his  produce,  the  shoes 
and  coats  of  his  neighbors;  what  shall  he  do 
under  these  circumstances  ?  Shall  he  remain  un- 
clothed and  unshod  for  fear  of  interfering  with 
Dr.  Smith's  system  of  economy  ?  Shall  he  prefer 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  naked  as  he  is,  which 
can  yield  him  no  profit,  to  those  mechanical  arts 
which  will,  at  least,  secure  him  from  the  in- 
clemency of  the  Aveather,  and  preserve  him  from 
debt?     ■ 

The  honorable  gentleman,  said  Mr.  G.,  informs 
us  that  manufactures  are  no  more  depressed  than 
other  classes  of  the  community.  True,  sir ;  hut 
shall  we,  for  this  reason,  abandon  the  country  to 
its  fate?  Yes,  says  the  honorable  gentleman,  let 
every  thing  regulate  itself,  and  manufactures  will 
gradually  be  introduced  from  necessity.  I  am 
satisfied,  said  Mr.  G.,  that  they  will  be  established, 
whether  we  pass  this  bill  or  not ;  for.  by  permit- 
ting things  to  take  their  natural  course,  whilst 
every  othemation  is  intermeddling  with  commer- 
cial matters,  we  are  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
suspending  almost  entirely  our  foreign  importa- 
tions. We  are  compelled  to  provide  a  home  mar- 
ket for  our  provisions  and  raw  materials.  For  my 
part,  sir,  I  am  willing  to  aid  the  effects  of  our 
loolish  policy,  while  they  tend  to  work  their  own 
remedy.  The  good  sense  of  the  community  is 
awake.  A  spirit  of  inquiry  has  gone  forth,  and 
the  progress  of  public  opinion  in  favor  of  a  change 
of  policy  is  not  to  be  arrested ;  but,  if  the  Govern- 
ment does  nothing,  years  of  suffering  and  embar- 


rassment may  pass  away  before  the  evil  will  be 
completely  cured.  Let  us  not  permit  the  dis- 
tresses of  our  fellow-citizens  to  be  the  sole  cause 
of  reformation ;  the  skilful  physician  follows  the 
indications  of  nature,  and  assists  all  its  operations 
in  throwing  off  the  disease.  Let  us  follow  the 
example,  and  afford  a  seasonable  encouragement 
to  the  manufacturing  interest,  which  is  now  strug- 
gling between  hope  and  despair. 

But  the  honorable  gentleman,  said  Mr.  G.,  fore- 
sees an  excise  duty,  if  we  pass  this  bill.  After 
proving  that  such  will  be  the  result,  I  cannot  see 
that  he  will  have  gained  much  ground.  What 
has  his  own  system  produced?  A  deficit  of  five 
millions,  and  a  yearly  decrease  of  revenue.  As  to 
the  revenue,  the  two  systems  are  the  same  ;  but  in 
regard  to  the  internal  prosperity  of  the  country, 
the  advantage  is  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  new 
plan  of  economy.  The  old  policy  has  ruined  the 
revenue  by  impoverishing  the  people ;  the  present 
bill  proposes  to  exclude  a  portion  of  foreign  com- 
modities, in  order  to  encourage  the  industry  of  our 
own  citizens.  Let  us  look  back  to  the  late  war, 
and  to  the  measures  of  Government  at  its  close. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  contest  we  expe- 
rienced the  evils  of  a  want  of  manufacturing  es- 
tablishments in  the  most  sensible  manner;  the 
capitalist  began  to  turn  his  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject ;  but,  before  a  supply  could  be  furnished,  the 
Government  was  compelled  to  submit  to  the  dis- 
grace of  conniving  at  a  violation  of  its  own  laws, 
and  of  countenancing  smuggling,  for  the  sake  of 
clothing  the  army.  The  youth  of  our  establish- 
ments, their  small  number,  and  the  consequent 
want  of  competition,  caused  the  high  prices  for 
which  our  manufacturers  have  been  so  often  re- 
proached. A  few  years  would  have  remedied  the 
evil.  The  lesson  taught  us  at  that  time  ought  not 
so  soon  to  have  been  forgotten.  We  ought  to 
have  learned  that  it  was  essential  to  our  independ- 
ence to  be  able,  at  all  times,  to  furnish  ourselves 
with  many  of  the  articles  which  we  now  import 
from  abroad. 

But,  on  the  receipt  of  the  news  of  peace,  the 
country  seemed  mad  with  joy.  Without  reflect- 
ing on  the  altered  situation  of  Europe,  and  not 
considering  that  our  produce  could  no  longer  be 
disposed  of  in  that  quarter.  Congress  formed  a 
tariff  on  the  honorable  gentleman's  plan.  They 
enacted  a  treasury  tariff,  a  revenue  tariff",  without 
the  least  regard  to  the  situation  of  the  country. 
Need  I  mention  the  result  ?  The  low  duties  which 
were  imposed  brought  upon  the  nation  a  perfect 
deluge  ot  foreign  articles.  Our  infant  manufac- 
turing establishments  were  prostrated ;  but  the  in- 
dividual distress  of  their  proprietors  was  unno- 
ticed amidst  the  general  joy  at  seeing  the  National 
Treasury  filled  to  overflowing.  What  is  the  re- 
sult? This  system  has  operated  like  an  exhilar- 
ating poison,  which,  at  first,  increased  the  animal 
powers,  but  finally  sinks  them  to  the  grave.  This 
system  has  been  pursued  to  the  present  time.  Will 
any  one,  at  this  day,  call  it  a  revenue  system?  It 
deserves  a  different  title.  We  have  purchased 
foreign  commodities  until  the  country  is  reduced 
to  the  utmost  distress.     We  can  purchase  them  no 
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loDffer.    The  revenue  hax  derlifnd,  and  will  con- 
tinue  It)  .li'clitu'.    Ev«  n  now  wt-  have-  a  UU  u|)un 
our  tablfN  to  providi-  for  a  iwirt  o<  the  I  rcanury 
deficit  by  a  loan,  and,  for  the  balance,  the  Lord 
know*  bow;   and  y.t  the  h.Miorable  mntU-nmn 
wtrn»  u«  ai{aii»>t  a  chanj,'!-  of  (»olicy,  tor  Uar  o   , 
aflecling  tbi-  r«'vi'Dur;  that  nii»i'rable  nuinanl,  1  , 
BUppone  be  in.an>,  which  our  bbs^d  rtvinue  hv*- : 
tern  ban  iw.t  destroyed.     Can  that  poluy  U-  wi»e  | 
which  renders  war  a  bleN^ing  ?     I  amH-al  to  the 
recollection  of  every  member  of  thi>  Hou>e,  if  tlie 
last  war,  with  all  its  taxes,  pressed  so  heavily  on 
the  country  as  the  prevnt  peace  ? 

I  believe,  said  Mr.  G.,  that  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman will  find  it  difficult  to  prove,  what  beseems 
to  have  no  hesitation  in  assertinjj,  that  this  bil 
will  lessen  our  exportations.  What  do  England 
and  France  purchase  of  us  at  present,  which  they 
can  possibly  do  without  ?--  If,  therefore,  we  .should 
encourage  the  indu>try  oT  our  citizens  by  manu- 
facturing a  portion  of  our  own  raw  materials,  it 
will  by  no  means  interfere  witii  the  >ale  of  the  re- 
mainder. 

It  is  insisted  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  said 
Mr.  G.,  that  this  bill  will  induce  capitali.-ts  to  en- 
gage in  manufacturing,  and  that  the  result  will  be 
a  competition  at  home,  which  will  reduce  the  prices 
of  manufactured  articles  to  a  level  with  those  of 
foreign  nations.  He  even  predicts  that  the  time 
may  come  when  the  introduction  of  foreign  com- 
modities of  a  certain  description  will  be  prohibited. 
Does  the  honorable  gentleman  believe  this?     Docs 
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the  House  believe  it  ?     Sir,  I  should  hail  such  an 
event  as  the  era  of  the  complete  indenendence  of 
this  country.     The   example  of  England  is  con- 
tinually presented  to  our  vi(!W.     We  are  told  of 
her  continual  wars,  of  her  immense  debt,  and  of 
the  starring  condition  of  the  lower  class  of  her 
citizens.     Sir.  said  Mr.  G.,  I  am  not  an  advocate 
for  the  principles  by  which  she  has  been  governed.  | 
The  honorable  gentleman  says  that  her  vast  popu- 
lation has  compelled  her  to  resort  to  the  manufac- 
turing system  for  their  support ;  but  I  say,  sir,  that 
her  matiufacturing  system  has  produced  her  vast 
population.     By  manufacturing   for  exiwrtation, 
she  has  subjected  herself  to  the  same  inconvenien- 
ces to  which  we  are  liable,  by  not  manufacturing 
at  all.     She  has  rendered  herself  dependent  on  a 
foreign  market  for  the  sale,  not  of  the  produce  of 
her  husbandmen,  but  of  her  mechanics.     To  pre- 
serve  this  foreign  market,  she  has  for  a  century 
kept  Europe  involved  in  war.     She  has  oppressed 
Ireland,  enslaved  India,  and  cheated  the  rest  of  the 
world.     The  only  difference  between  her  and  our- 
selves is,  that  we  are  dependent  on  foreign  coun- 
tries for  the  purchase,  and  she  for  the  sale  of  man- 
ufactured articles.    But  is  there  no  medium  be- 
tween being  dependent  on  foreigners  for  the  pur- 
chase or  the  sale  of  the  necessaries  of  life?  Could 
we  permit  our  industrious  citizens  to  furni>h  a 
supply  for  home  consumption,  we  should  be  de- 
pendent on  neither  the  one  nor  the  other.     Must 
we  of  course  manufacture  for  exportation,  if  we 
encourage  the  system  at  all  1  By  no  means.   The 
effect  of  a  judicious  encouragement  of  the  mechan- 
ical arts  will  be  to  retain  in  the  country  the  cash 


which  i'»  now  i>anl  to  i  _ 
nothing,  sir  ?  I-*  it  nothing  tojiri'vent  the  annual 
exportation  of  thirty  millionx  or>i>ecic  ?  Thi»  bill 
will  enable  u».  in  inare  and  in  war,  to  het  at  defi- 
ance the  worst  i»o»Mble  t»tate  of  the  European  mar- 
kets, and  leave  u»  free  to  prolit  by  every  choDgc  in 
our  favor.  1  am  n<H  disjHjM'd,  haid  Mr,  G,,  to»ound 
an  alarm  on  every  trilling  oecuoiun  ;  but  I  cannot 
help  believing  that  if  we  pursue  our  present  course 
of  |)olicy,  it  will  require  no  prophet  to  foretel  the 
extensive  ruin  which  awaits  u.s.  A  moneyed  aris- 
tocracy, the  most  odious  of  all  the  forms  of  tyran- 
ny, is  making  rapid  strides  to  universal  dominion, 
i'he  late  prosperity  of  our  affairs,  and  the  present 
state  of  our  resources,  have  enabled  the  capitalist 
to  reap  an  extensive  harvest  of  gain, 

I  am  well  satisfied, said  Mr.  G.,that  there  is  a  de- 
cided majority  in  the  House  who  approve  of  the 
principles  upon  which  this  bill  has  been  framed. 
They  all  acknowledge  that  our  policy  must  be 
changed.     It  is,   evident,   however,   that  certain 
items  of  Its  detail  are  unsatisfactory  to  some  of  its 
friends.     For  myself,  sir,  I  can  assure  the  House 
that  no  private  consideration  shall  induce  me  to 
vote  against  the  passage  of  the  bill.     It  has  a  na- 
tional object  in  view,  and  individual  considerations 
should  be  laid  aside.    We  have  heard  much  wrang- 
ling from  a  quarter  whence  it  should  have  been 
least  expected.     The  very  people  who  are  most 
interested  in  the  passage  of  this  bill,  and  whose 
demands  for  the  encouragement  of  their  ix-culiar 
industry    have   almost   uniformly   been  complied 
with,  are  clamorous  about  a  miserable  tax  of  five 
cents  the  gallon  on  molasses.     My  immediate  con- 
stituents, sir,  are  deeply  interested  in  the  proposed 
increase  of  duty  on  bar  iron ;  but  I  am  proud  to 
Ijelieve  that,  should  it  be  stricken  out,  I  should 
forfeit  their  confidence  by  voting  against  the  bill. 
I  trust,  sir,  that  the  motion  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  will  l>e  rejected. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out  the 
first  section  of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive, 73  votes  to  48, 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  then  took  up  the 
other  bill  referred  to  it,  by  the  title  of  ''A  bill  re- 
gulating the  payment  of  duties  on  merchandise 
imported,  and  for  other  purposes." 

[This  bill  provides,  that,  from  and  after  a  cer- 
tain date,  the  duties  laid  on  all  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States,  ex- 
cept dying  drugs,  and  materials  for  composing 
dyes,  gum  arable,  gum  senegal,  and  all  other  arti- 
cles Used  solely  for  medicinal  purposes,  cassia, 
cinnamon,  cloves,  chocolate,  cocoa,  coffee,  indigo, 
mace,  molasses,  nutmegs,  pepper,  pimento,  salt, 
ochre,  sugar,  tea,  shall  be  paid  before  a  permit  shall 
be  granted  for  lauding  the  same,  unless  entered  for 
exportation  or  deposited  in  public  store  houses. 
On  the  excepted  articles,  duties  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  dollars  in  amount  to  be  paid  in  cash; 
and,  if  exceeding  that  sum,  shall  be  allowed  a 
credit,  on  one  half  for  three  months,  and  on  the 
other  half  for  six  months— except  tea,  the  duties 
on  which  are  to  be  payable,  in  equal  payments,  at 
three,  six,  and  nine  months.)  -ryr 
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Mr.  Daldwi.m  ro!«e  and  addrc^n'd  the  Chair  as 
follows : 

In  cuinnu'iicing  it»  ofxTations,  our  Government 
ju«tly  deemed  it  of  great  importance  to  give  every 
facility  to  the  commerce  of  our  country.  There 
wai  then  |>eace  in  Europe.  Commerce  wa»  prin- 
cipally in  the  handi  of  two  nations  whose  capital 
was  so  abundant  that,  m  Holland,  it  was  ^aid  not 
to  be  a  bad  business  for  a  merchant,  by  his  labors 
and  the  employment  of  his  money,  to  realize  6  per 
cent.  In  England,  an  unequivocal  evidence  of 
the  extent  of  unemployed  capital  was,  that  their 
3  per  cent,  stocks  were  in  the  market  at  93  per 
cent.  It  was  no  part  of  the  policy  of  these  nations 
to  give  aid  to  commerce  by  ad'oruing  credits  at  the 
custom-houses,  on  the  importation  of  goods — it 
was  not  necessary.  In  this  country  the  case  was 
different.  The  period  which  immediately  suc- 
ceeded the  Revolution,  was  one  of  unexampled 
embarrassment,  from  which  we  were  just  recover- 
ing when  the  Government  was  organized.  There 
was  but  little  capital  in  the  country.  Its  com- 
merce was  mostly  carried  on  by  foreigners,  whose 
superior  capital  gave  them  great  advantages  in 
their  competition  with  our  citizens — it  thus  be- 
came necessary  to  divert  trade  from  its  accustomed 
channels,  by  every  possible  facility.  Imposts  were 
the  principal  source  of  revenue — merchants  the 
agents  to  collect  from  the  people.  Credits  for  the 
duties  were  allowed  them,  not  only  to  give  time  to 
collect  from  consumers,  but  as  a  means  of  increas- 
ing their  capital,  by  retaining,  and  having  the  Use 
of  the  money,  until  their  bonds  became  due.  In 
1789,  the  credit  allowed  on  goods  from  the  W^est 
Indies, was  four  months;  on  Madeira  wines,  twelve 
months  ;  on  all  other  goods,  six  months.  In  179i), 
a  credit  was  given  on  teas  from  China,  of  twelve 
months.  In  1795,  the  credit  on  goods  from  the 
West  Indies  was  altered  to  three  and  six  months; 
from  Europe  to  eight,  ten,  and  twelve  months. 
In  1799,  a  general  system  was  adopted  ;  from  the 
West  Indies,  half  in  three,  half  in  six  months ; 
salt,  nine  months ;  wines,  twelve  months ;  from 
Europe,  one-third  each  in  eight,  ten,  and  twelve 
months;  other  than  from  Europe,  half  in  six  and 
one-fourth, each  in  nine  and  twelvemonths  ;  teas, 
as  other  goods,  or,  at  the  option  of  the  importer, 
to  be  deposited,  and  bonds  given  at  two  years, 
and  to  be  sold  for  the  duties,  if  the  bonds  were  not 
duly  paid.  In  1805,  all  importations  from  the 
eastern  coast  of  America,  north  of  the  equator, 
were  allowed  the  same  credits  as  those  from  the 
West  Indies.  In  1818,  the  credit  on  such  importa- 
tions was  extended  to  six  and  nine  months ;  on 
those  from  other  countries  than  Europe  and  the 
West  Indies,  (salt,  wines,  and  teas  excepted,)  to 
eight,  ten,  and  eighteen  months,  one-third  being 
payable  at  each  of  these  periods.  No  alteration 
nas  since  been  made,  so  that  the  credits  now  are : 

On  the  duties  on  importations  from  the  West 
Indies  and  north  of  the  equator,  (excepting  Eu- 
rope,) half  in  six  and  half  in  nine  months. 

From  Europe,  one-third  in  eight,  one-third  in 
ten,  and  one-third  in  twelve  months. 

From  the  East  Indies,  one-third  in  eight,  one- 
third  in  ten,  and  one-third  in  eighteen  montlis. 


Of  wines,  twelve  month*. 
Of  salt,  nine  months. 

Of  teas,  otie-ihird  in  eight,  one-third  in  ten,  and 
one-third  in  twelvemonths;  or,  if  deposited,  tw(>nty- 
four  months. 

While  oureommereewas  ^truggling  to  compete 
with  that  of  other  nations,  there  w«re  good  rea- 
sons for  allowing  liberal  credits  on  the  dutien; 
but,  when  the  French  revolution  threw  the  com- 
merce of  the  world  into  our  hands  ;  when  the  cap- 
ital of  foreigners  was  employed  by  our  merchants, 
the  use  of  it  being  amply  compensated  by  the  pro- 
tection of  our  flag,  there  would  seem  to  liave  been 
no  very  powerful  reasons  for  taxing  the  consumers 
to  create  or  enlarge  the  capital  of  merchants  ;  for 
such  is  the  immediate  effect  of  custom-house  cre- 
dits. It  is  understood  to  be  the  custom  of  mer- 
chants to  calculate  their  profits  on  the  aggregate 
cost  of  goods,  including  charges  and  duties.  The 
amount  of  duties  is,  in  effect,  a  loan  from  the  Gov- 
ernment to  the  merchant,  without  interest,  which 
becomes  a  part  of  bis  capital,  and  is  as  productive 
as  the  money  he  has  actually  remitted  in  payment 
for  his  goods.  It  would  seem  then  to  be  as  rea- 
sonable that  he  should  furnish  this,  as  that  he 
should  furnish  the  other  portion  of  his  capital. 
When  the  credit  on  the  duties  exceeds  that  allowed 
on  sales  to  retailers,  it  affords  to  the  importer  the 
further  advantage  of  the  active  use  of  the  money 
which  has  been  drawn  from  those  who  really  pay 
the  duties. 

It  would  have  seemed  more  consistent  with  gen- 
eral principles,  if,  in   the  infancy  and  during  the 
hard  struggle  of  our  commerce,  liberal  credits  had 
been  given,  and  they  liad  been  gradually  dimin- 
ished, as  there  was  less  occasion  for  them.     The 
reverse,  however,  has  been  our  policy.     Though, 
during  the  period  of  short  credits,  our  commerce 
was  constantly  and  rapidly  increasing,  and  not 
content  with  a  fair  division  with  other  nations, 
Avas  attaining  a  monopoly,  yet  the  credits  were 
extended  in  proportion  as  the  real  necessity  for 
them  diminished.     Even  so  late  as  1818,  when 
our  East  India  merchants  had  acquired  vast  wealth, 
abundant  capital,  and  were  without  foreign  com- 
petition, their  credits  were  in  part  extended  to 
eighteen  months — a  longer  i>eriod,  I  will  venture 
to  say,  than  they  give  their  customers.     The  con- 
1  sequence  of  this  system  is,  that,  by  selling  at  auc- 
I  lion  for  cash,  or  on  short  credit,  for  notes  which 
can  be  discounted  at  bank,  the  amount  of  duties 
]  thus  loaned  may  be  invested  in  a  new  voyage. 
i  Generally  one,  and  often  two  adventures,  may  oe 
I  completed  before  the  duties  on  the  first  are  due. 
''      We  have  lately  heard  much  of  the  favorite  com- 
i  mercial  maxim :  '"  Let  us  alone,  let  trade  regulate 
I  itself."     The  practical  application  of  this  maxim 
is  developed  by  this  custom-house  system.     Our 
'  legislation  upon  this  subject  has  been  uniformly 
progressive.    Regulation  has  indeed  followed  regu- 
lation ;  but  it  has  been  to  give  additional  facilities 
I  to  commerce.     The  credits  at  the  custom-house 
'  have  been  often  altered ;  but  in  every  case  they 
!  have  increased.    Our  statute  book  does  not  con- 
i  tain  a  solitary  instance  of  a  credit  diminished. 
I  This  system  having  been  coeval  with  our  Govern- 
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ment,  followed  up  by  a  uniform  series  of  acts  for 
thirty  years,  is  now  viewed  as  the  natural  and  es- 
tablished order  of  things ;  as  a  matter  of  right,  not 
of  favor.  Extending  the  credit  means,  ''  let  us 
alone ;"  to  reduce  it  to  the  old  terms  is  to  destroy 
the  comraerce  of  the  country.  It  is  worth  while 
to  look  at  the  practical  illustration  of  this  rule  in 
the  act  of  IS  18.  the  last  law  on  the  subject,  passed 
on  the  last  day  of  the  session.  The  East  India 
credits  were  extended  to  eighteen  months,  in  the 
last  line  of  the  last  clause  in  the  last  section  of  a 
bill  for  the  deposite  of  wines  and  spirits,  and  for 
other  purposes.  It  might  be  well  to  inquire  into 
the  evidence  on  which  this  measure  was  reported. 
It  is  at  least  to  be  hoped  that,  from  whatever  other 
quarter  it  may  come,  the  doctrine  of  '•  letting  things 
regulate  themselves"  will  not  again  be  heard  from 
those  who  owe  so  much  to  regulation. 

In  speaking  thus  plainly  of  these  credits,  I  must 
not  be  understood  as  objecting  so  much  to  their 
expediency  at  the  time  of  their  adoption,  as  to  their 
being  continued  and  enlarged  after  the  reasons  for 
which  they  were  granted  have  ceased,  and  when 
their  effects  have  become  injurious  to  all  parts  of 
the  country.  They  were  granted  for  the  benefit  of 
American  commerce,  and  as  facilities  to  Ameri- 
can merchants ;  but  they  now  operate  to  the  de- 
struction of  the  one  and  tne  impoverishment  of  the 
other.  From  a  careful  examination  of  the  weekly 
abstracts  of  merchandise  entered  at  the  custom- 
house in  New  York,  in  the  year  1819,  it  appears 
that  there  were  entered  32,958  packages  of  dry 
goods,  of  which  24,659  were  on  foreign,  and  8,299 
only  on  American  account.  Thus,  in  the  proud 
emporium  of  our  commerce,  where  capital  is  abun- 
dant, and  in  vain  seeking  profitable  employment, 
three-fourths  of  the  importations  appear  to  be  on 
foreign  account,  the  sales  of  which,  for  the  most 
part,  are  by  auction.  This  is  no  forced,  but  the 
plain  and  evident  effect  of  obvious  causes.  The 
nations  of  Europe,  to  whom  England  allied  her- 
self, and  whom  she  subsidized  to  destroy  the  conti- 
nental system,  having  accomplished  the  object  of 
putting  down  its  author,  retained  or  readonted  the 
system  itself.  That  nation,  who  fought  the  com- 
mon battles  of  herself  and  other  nations,  and  who 
faid  them  for  fighting  for  themselves,  now  finds 
er  manufactures  mostly  excluded  from  the  Conti- 
nent ;  her  merchants  and  manufacturers  seeking 
rather  for  some  market  than  for  a  good  one.  Few 
nations  will  buy  from  them  at  all ;  none  but  this 
will  furnish  them  with  a  capital  without  interest 
on  a  long  credit.  Other  nations  regulate  this  mat- 
ter ;  they  ret]uire  prompt  payment  of  duties,  or  de- 
posite 01  goods.  We  leave  things  to  regulate  them- 
selves, and  allow  foreigners  to  avail  themselves  of 
three-fourths  of  the  benefits  of  our  credits.  De- 
pressed at  home  for  the  want  of  a  market  as  well 
as  of  capital,  they  eagerly  l(X)k  to  us  as  affording 
both.  During  the  wars  in  Europe  they  could  not 
improve  these  facilities;  but  now  they  hold  out 
inaucements  and  offer  temptations  which  will 
lead  to  a  ^eat  increase,  and  a  final  monopoly  of 
our  trade  in  such  hands.  An  ordinary  trading  voy- 
age to  England  may  be  completed,  the  goods  sold 
by  means  of  auctions,  notes  discountedj  and  the 


proceeds  ready  to  be  remitted  back  in  four  months. 
By  the  Liverpool  packets  much  less  time  will  suf- 
fice. But,  allowing  three  operations  in  a  year,  I 
find  that  our  custom-house  credits  on  cottons  and 
woollens  will  double  the  capital  employed  in  the 
first  year,  and  increase  135  |)er  centum  at  the  end 
of  the  second  year.  In  this  mode  a  loan,  perpetual 
and  increasing  in  a  steady  ratio,  is  made  by  our 
Government  to  the  foreign  merchant ;  who,  while 
he  thusobtains  it  without  interest,  is  enabled  to  con- 
tinue his  operations;  and,  to  avoid  the  notary  he 
looks  more  to  his  credit  than  to  his  profits,  and 
will  continue  his  busmess  though  it  may  be  a  losing 
one.  What  to  the  American  merchant  would  l)« 
a  losing  is  to  him  a  gainful  trade.  The  American 
importer  becomes  a  mere  caterer  to  the  foreign 
manufacturer.  The  orders  sent  out  by  him  indi- 
cate the  quantity,  kind,  and  quality  of  goods  re- 
quired at  our  different  j)orts.  The  manufacturer, 
thus  advised  of  the  demand,  sends  similar  articles 
to  the  same  market.  If,  after  deducting  charges, 
he  can  receive  in  New  York  the  price  at  his  man- 
ufactory, he  has  the  usual  profit  and  an  increase  to 
his  capital  by  the  custom-house  credits.  The 
American  merchant  pays  the  manufacturer  his 
price  in  England,  and  must  sell  here  at  an  ad- 
vance, or  decline  business.  It  is  therefore  not  a 
matter  of  surprise  that  so  large  a  proportion  of  im- 
portations should  be  on  foreign  account,  but  rather 
that  there  should  be  any  other. 

This  at  once  accounts  for  the  cries  of  distress 
which  assail  us  from  the  commercial  cities,  im- 
ploring us  to  abolish  credits  on  imports,  and  im- 
pose heavy  duties  on  auction  sales.  The  operation 
of  these  two  causes  on  all  the  great  interests  of  the 
country,  shows  their  intimate  connexion,  their 
mutual  dependence.  I  hope  all  will  unite  in  afford- 
ing a  remedy.  It  will  be  truly  unexpected  if  gen- 
tlemen shall  be  found  willing  to  have  the  revenue, 
commerce,  and  agriculture,  abandoned  to  their 
fate,  because  the  only  measure  which  can  save 
them  will  likewise  benefit  manufactures.  The 
occasion  is  now  fairly  presented  to  the  House. 
This  bill  has  been  called  for  from  the  seaports.  It 
has  been  reported,  published  in  the  counting-rooms 
of  merchants  for  three  months,  and  not  a  solitary 
petition  against  it  from  individuals  has  been  pre- 
sented. Called  for  by  all,  and  I  may  almost  say 
opposed  by  no  part  of  the  country,  necessary  to 
correct  existing,  not  fancied,  evils ;  evils  which  are 
felt,  and  threaten  to  be  greater  in  future,  I  cannot 
but  feel  some  confidence  that  even  the  opponents 
of  the  tariff  wdl  be  in  favor  of  this  bill.  For  the 
revenue  it  is  almost  indisp«*nsable,  as  well  for  se- 
curity as  for  convenience.  On  the  first  of  January 
of  the  present  year  the  amount  of  revenue  bond^ 
actually  in  suit  exceeded  three  millions  of  dollars. 
On  the  first  of  this  month  (April)  it  was  consider- 
ably increased— say  to  $3,120,000.  On  the  first  of 
January,  1819,  it  was  only  »1,740,000. 

That  the  increase  of  custom-house  delinquencies 
has  kept  pace  with  the  increase  of  importations  on 
foreign  account,  is  not  only  apparent  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  case,  but  from  this  document,*  which 

*An  official  return  of  the  amount  in  luit  in  the  dif 
ferent  ports  in  the  United  States. 
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in  itself  contains  the  most  conclusive  evidence  of 
the  fact.  Salem,  one  of  our  proudest  commercial 
towns,  owns  one-fourth  of  the  East  India  shipping 
of  the  United  States.  The  longest  credits  are  on 
East  India  goods,  and  the  security  for  the  duties 
is  most  liable  to  be  impaired  by  the  casualties  of 
trade.  Salem  has,  probably,  a  greater  amount  of 
commerce,  in  proportion  to  its  population,  than 
any  other  town  in  the  Union  ;  but  it  is  prosecuted 
on  American  account.  The  bonds  in  suit  there, 
at  the  last  returns,  amounted  only  to  $4,366 ;  in 
Boston,  the  amount  was  $174,000  ;  in  New  York, 
^4,000;  in  Philadelphia,  $471,000;  Baltimore, 
$445,000;  Norfolk,  251,000;  Charleston,  210,000; 
Savannah,  $25l,lK)0.  These  are,  as  to  revenue,  the 
effects  of  a  change  of  the  imports  of  the  country 
to  foreigners.  American  merchants  are  idle ;  they 
offer  to  loan  you  their  money  at  five  per  centum  on 
a  long  loan.  They  are  fixed  in  the  country — their 
property  and  character  are  security  for  the  payment 
of  duties  due  from  them.  It  is  not  so  with  the 
transient  foreigner.  His  cargo  gives  him  credit, 
and  makes  him  a  good  man  at  the  custom-house. 
One  is  surety  for  another.  They  sell  their  goods 
at  auction,  and  go  off  and  leave  their  bonds  un- 
paid. The  money  is  lost  to  the  Treasury,  but  is 
taken  from  the  pockets  of  our  citizens.  Thus,  this 
credit  system  tends  strongly  to  the  exhaustion  of 
our  resources,  to  the  oppression  of  our  own,  and 
the  encouragement  of  foreign  industry.  When, 
in  addition  to  these  credits,  the  importations  of  for- 
eigners are  sold  by  auctioneers,  and  one  man  does 
the  business  of  one  hundred,  we  have  only  to  cal- 
culate the  effects  on  the  merchant,  the  mechanic, 
all  the  inhabitants  of  a  seaport,  and  the  farmers 
of  the  surrounding  country  ;  one  hundred  houses, 
one  hundred  stores  unoccupied  ;  one  hundred  sets 
of  clerks  and  servants  unemployed ;  one  hundred 
families  less  to  feed  and  clothe,  to  pay  general  and 
local  taxes,  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  defence  of  the  country.  To  this 
list,  and  to  embrace  all  classes  of  society,  I  hope 
I  may  add  the  manufacturer,  in  whose  tavor  im- 
port duties  cease  to  be  discriminating,  the  credit 
having  the  effect  of  a  positive  bounty  on  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  fabrics.  The  credit,  averaging 
twelve  months,  is  equal  to  six  per  centum  to  the 
needy  foreign  manufacturer,  who,  in  hope  of  bet- 
ter times,  is  willing  to  keep  up  his  credit  at  any 
loss.  The  loan  thus  obtained,  may  be  worth  the 
whole  amount  of  duties,  the  highest  rate  of  which 
is  but  thirty  per  centum,  say  two  and  a  half  per 
cent,  a  month — a  rate  of  interest  not  unheard  of  in 
times  of  commercial  embarrassment,  even  in  this 
country. 

To  guard  against  these  general  and  increasing 
evils,  and  to  combine,  as  much  as  possible,  the 
protection  of  all  the  great  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, the  bill  proposes  to  allow  on  drugs,  dye  stuffs, 
and  what  are  generally  called  groceries,  except 
wines  and  ardent  spirits,  a  credit  of  three  and 
six  months ;  on  teas,  three,  six,  and  nine  months  ; 
manufactured  articles  to  pay  the  duties  on  their 
arrival,  or  to  be  deposited  in  warehouses  for  six 
months,  and  then  to  be  sold  by  auction,  if  the  du- 
ties are  not  paid.     Though  all  the  petitions  on  the 


subject  (and  the  House  will  remark  that  most  of 
them  are  from  merchants,)  prayed  for  an  indis- 
criminate abolition  of  credits,  the  committee  ap- 
prehended that  this  would  cause  a  change  in  the 
commerce  of  the  country,  which,  in  its  present  de- 
pressed state,  it  could  not  bear.  Strange  as  it  may 
seem,  and  little  as  I  well  know  they  will  be  cred- 
ited, even  for  the  existence  of  the  motive,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Manufactures  did  anxiously  desire,  and 
took  great  pains  to  shape  this  bill  so  as  to  answer 
all  the  common  objects,  and  yet  save  the  mer- 
chants from  the  ill  effipcts  of  granting  the  entire 
prayer  of  their  own  petitions.  Had  we  done  that, 
we  should  have  been  justly  exposed  to  the  imputa- 
tion of  attending  to  only  one,  and  not  considering 
the  other  matters  referred  to  us  by  the  Hous(>. 
The  West  India  trade  was  in  the  hands  of  Ameri- 
can merchants,  and  did  not  operate  injuriously  to 
the  principal  manufactures;  we  did  not  intend  to 
touch  these  credits,  and,  I  think,  by  sound  construc- 
tion of  the  law,  we  do  not.  This  requires  expla- 
nation. In  1799,  these  credits  were  enlarged  from 
four  to  three  and  six  months.  In  1805,  the  impor- 
tations from  countries  north  of  the  equator,  on  the 
eastern  coast  of  America,  and  the  islands  adjacent, 
were  allowed  the  same  credit  as  importations  from 
the  West  Indies;  thus  making  two  distinct  de- 
scriptions of  places  or  countries,  the  one  not  in- 
cluding the  other.  In  the  famous  law  of  1818,  the 
credits  on  importations  from  north  of  the  equator 
(using  the  same  words  as  the  law  of  1805,)  were 
extended  to  six  and  nine  months.  The  construc- 
tion given  to  this  act  at  the  custom-houses  has 
been,  that  it  extends  to  the  West  India  credits. 
Believing  this  to  be  erroneous,  and  that  neither  the 
intention  nor  the  words  of  the  act  will  embrace 
the  case,  we  feel  satisfied  that  they  remain  as  fixed 
in  1799.  If  we  are  mistaken,  it  at  least  shows 
the  necessity  of  watching  provisions  of  this  kind, 
which  have  any  important  bearing  on  the  revenue, 
and  the  impropriety  of  inserting  them  in  laws,  the 
title  of  which  would  not  lead  the  House,  on  the 
last  day  of  a  session,  to  examine  all  its  details. 
On  the  importation  of  goods  imported  from  the 
East  Indies,  it  has  not  been  thought  necessary  to 
give  a  longer  credit  than  on  the  same  when  im- 
ported in  the  West  Indies ;  our  views  having  a  ref- 
erence rather  to  the  articles  imported  than  to  the 
place  whence  derived. 

No  good  reasons  presented  themselves  for  giving 
facilities  to  importations  from  countries  with  which 
our  trade  was  a  losing  one,  and  which  afforded  no 
market  for  our  produce.  It  appears  that,  in  the 
years  1817  and  1818,  our  exports  to  China  alone 
amounted  to  .$7,240,000 ;  of  which  $5,600,000  were 
in  specie,  $1,512,000  in  foreign,  and  only  $74,896 
in  American  produce.  The  exports  of  products  to 
Asia  were,  American  $61,000,  foreign  $511,000; 
amount  of  specie  not  known.  In  1818  and  1819, 
the  amount  of  specie  exported  to  China  exceeded 
$7,000,000.  Desirous  not  to  bear  too  hard  upon, 
and  unwilling  to  encourage  this  trade,  the  credits 
were  reduced  to  such  a  term  that  a  new  voyage 
could  not  be  completed  on  the  capital  furnished 
by  the  dutie?  on  a  former  one.  This  was  carried 
on  mostly,  if  not  wholly,  by  men  of  great  wealth, 


1977 


1975 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


H.  orR, 


Revision  of  the  Tarif. 


1976 

April,  1820. 


who  could  require  no  facilities  except  in  re^rd  to  I  depa^ite  of  teas — varied  only  so  as  best  to  connect 
importation ;  and  these,  it  is  believed,  are  liberally  \  the  convenience  of  the  merchant  with  the  security 
provided  for  by  the  third  section  of  this  bill.  But  !  of  the  revenue.  On  examming  it,  the  House  will 
there  were  imperious  reasons  for  abolishing  the  perceive  that,  in  the  Avhole,  it  leaves  the  credits 
credits  on  manufactured  goods,  especially  from  substantially  as  they  were  in  1790;  that  it  is  not 
Europe.  The  security  of  the  revenue,  the  prolec- 1  so  much  an  alteration  as  a  restoration  of  the  old 
tion  of  American  commerce  and  industry,  seemed  i  system.  The  changes  which  have  been  made  are 
to  concur  in  demanding  such  a  change  in  the  sys-    indispensable. 

tern,  that  the  goods  should  not  come  into  the  mar-  •  The  credit  on  manufactured  goods  tend.s  so 
ket  till  the  duties  were  paid.    It  was  much  wished  ,  strongly  to   do   awav  all   discrimination   in   our 


to  discriminate  between  importations  on  foreign 
and  domestic  account ;  but  the  objection  seems  to 
be  insuperable  against  refusing  to  the  foreigner  a  i 
right  to  deposite  on  the  same  credits  we  were  wil- ' 
ling  to  allow  to  our  own  merchants.  A  refusal 
in  the  first  case  would  have  destroyed  the  little  j 
that  remains  to  us  of  the  carrying  trade  in  Europe. ' 
France  and  England  allow  us  to  deposite  all  arti- 


present  tariff,  between  imported  and  domestic 
articles,  that  efficient  encouragement  cannot  be 
given  without  abolishing  them.  We  have  used 
our  endeavors  to  do  it  in  the  manner  least  injurious 
to  commerce. 

It  is  not  without  much  surprise  that  I  have  heard 
the  various  objections  to  this  bill.  Not  that  an 
alarm  should  have  been  raised  about  revenue,  com- 


cles,  even  those  which  are  not  admitted  to  entry, '  merce,  and  smuggling ;  these  are  always  expected, 
until  an  eligible  market  can  be  found.  They  when  any  measure  is  proposed  which  tends  to  the 
would  refuse  us  what  we  denied  to  their  subjects,  benefit  of  manufactures.  It  is  a  matter  of  course 
In  the  other  case,  a  refusal  would  violate  our  con-  i  to  hear  them.  Local  and  personal  reflections  have 
vention  with  England;  for,  though  the  rates  of!  been  made  on  the  committee  who  have  reported  it. 
duty  be  nominally  the  same,  yet  the  difference  in  '  Gentlemen  seem  to  forget  that  a  majority  of  that 


time  would  make  the  difference  in  effect.  I  con- 
sider that  convention  so  important  and  beneficial 
to  the  commerce  of  this  country,  that  from  interest 
alone  we  ought  to  observe  it  with  the  most  scru- 
pulous good  faith,  as  a  means  of  preserving  our 
navigation.  Without  it  you  would  be  called  on  for 
protection,  as  you  now  arc  in  relation  to  France 


committee  represent  commercial  places,  and  ought 
to  be  as  much  alive  to  their  interest  as  those  who 
represent  districts  which  have  no  commerce,  and 
wno  seem  so  much  alarmed  by  the  injury  with 
which  this  bill  threatens  it.  It  is  strange  that 
merchants  are  not  only  easy  on  this  subject,  but 
desirous  of  its  adoption  ;  that  it  has  been  reported 


Though  it  is  now  no«   only  presumptuous,  but  al- ,  on  their  petitions,  and  by  their  immediate  repre 

"  sentatives.     But  it  seems  that  they  do  not  know 

their  own  interest ;  that  their  friends  and  new 
allies,  in  the  fervor  of  their  zeal  and  friendship, 
must  take  them  under  their  guardianship.  I  thiiik 
I  can  duly  appreciate  the  reason. 


most  criminal,  for  Western  men  to  interfere  in 
the  regulation  of  commerce,  I  beg  those  in  that 
interest  to  reflect  what  would  be  the  state  of  their 
trade  with  England  if,  as  in  the  case  of  that  with 
France,  it  had  been  left  to  ''regulate  itself?"     I 


It  IS  not  be- 


speak it  with  pride,  it  was  not  only  regulated,  but  \  cause  they  are  so  friendly  to  commerce,  but  un- 
saved by  Western  men.  friendly  to  manufactures.  This  bill  combines,  with 
A  very  obvious  defect  in  our  present  system  of  the  other  objects,  the  protection  of  this  great  in- 
credits  is,  that  it  makes  no  difference  between  im-  terest,  and  hence  arises  their  great  hostility  to  it. 
portations  for  home  consumption  and  for  re-expor-  ■  I  am  not  insensible  of  the  impression  made  in  the 
tation.  In  reducing  the  credit  on  some,  and  abol- 1  House  by  the  powerful  opposition  it  has  met  with, 
ishing  it  on  others,  the  committee  foresaw  that  \  and  that  I  am  put  on  the  defensive.  You  must 
their  plan  would  operate  severely  on  that  kind  of  j  allow  me  to  answer  the  objections,  to  have  it  un- 
commerce  which  they  thought  deserving  of  pro-  '  derstood.  The  Committee  are  charged  with  at- 
tection  and  every  facility,  unless  a  discrimination  '  tempting  to  destroy  the  settled  system  of  com- 
was  made.  The  bill  provides  for  that  in  a  man-  i  merce,  which  has  been  so  long  in  operation,  and 
ner  which  will  effectually  repel  every  imputation  '  under  which  this  country  has  attained  to  its  pre- 
of  hostility  to  commerce.  It  leaves  it  to  the  option  I  sent  greatness ;  and  gentlemen  speak  of  those  long 
of  the  importer  to  avail  himself  of  the  present  sys-  {  credits  as  coeval  with  the  Government,  when  they 

well  know  they  have  been  the  work  of  later  days. 
It  is,  at  any  rate,  a  singular  objection  that  the 
Committee  of  Manufactures,  in  framing  this  bill, 
are  charged  with  having  consulted  the  interests  of 
the  wealthy  merchants.  This,  from  capitalists,  is 
certainly  unexpected.  They  must  be  hard  to  please, 
when  their  great  opposition  to  this  measure  arises 
from  its  tendency  to  promote  their  interest.  If 
this  is  true,  it  ought  to  please  all.     The  small 


tern  of  drawbacks,  by  giving  his  bond  for  the 


du- 


ties  and  taking  the  debenture  on  exportation ;  or 
to  declare  his  intention  at  the  time  of  entry,  giving 
his  bond  with  security,  to  ex{)ort  and  not  reland 
the  goods ;  or,  in  lieu  of  such  surety,  to  deposite 
them  in  a  warehouse.  [The  time  of  exportation 
is  left  blank  in  the  form  of  the  bond.]  No  bond 
for  the  duties  is  required.  It  is  only  for  his  integ- 
rity, that  the  revenue  may  not  be  defrauded.  He 
may  deposite,  and  take  three  months  within  which  '  dealers  do  not  complain  ;  they  are  satisfied,  nay, 


to  make  his  election  whether  to  try  the  domestic 
or  a  foreign  market,  without  making  a  declaration 
of  his  intention  to  export.  The  section  in  relation 
to  deposites  contains  substantially  the  same  pro- 
visions as  are  in  the  existing  law»  respecting  the 


desirous  of  its  adoption ;  chambers  of  commerce 
and  East  India  merchants  are  its  only  opponents, 
and  that  because  it  does  too  much  for  them.  They 
must  excuse  me,  if  I  attribute  their  disposition  tea 
much  less  disinterested  motive.     The  craft  is  in 
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danger;  the  charm  is  about  to  be  dispelled  by 
which  the  people  and  Government  of  this  country 
have  been  led  to  believe  that  foreign  importations 
are  the  sources  of  revenue  and  wealth.  The  Trea- 
sury is  empty,  the  people  are  impoverished ;  the 
cause  is  seen  and  felt  to  be  the  prostration  of  na- 
tional industry,  the  encouragement  of  foreign. 

This  objection  was  not  urged  by  the  same  gen- 
tleman a  few  days  ago,  when  you  made  a  total 
and  complete  change  of  the  system  for  the  sale  of 
the  public  lands.  It  had  been  tried  for  twenty 
years,  had  never  been  changed  or  altered,  antl 
was  attended  with  no  inconvenience — not  a  cent 
had  been  or  could  be  lost.  You  had  profited  by 
it — had,  by  forfeitures,  made  a  clear  profit  of  §400,- 
000.  There  was  not  a  petition  in  favor  of  its 
abolition.     But  these  were  fancied  evils ;  you  ap- 

Erehended  danger ;  you  thought  a  change  would 
e  useful,  and,  by  almost  an  unanimous  vote, 
have  passed  a  law  by  which  a  poor  man,  desirous 
of  securing  to  himself  and  family  the  means  of 
support,  must  pay  all  cash  for  his  title  to  eighty 
acres  of  land.  Now  we  find  the  advocates  ot  this 
measure  so  wonderfully  attached  to  the  system  of 
impost  and  enormous  credits,  that  they  will  not 
consent  even  to  reduce  them ;  and,  while  they 
affect  so  much  fear  for  agriculture,  commerce,  and 


revenue 


are  willing  to  permit  the  loreign  mer- 


chant to  have  his  twelve  and  eighteen  months 
credit  on  his  cargo  of  half  a  million  of  manu- 
factured goods,  the  poor  farmer  must  pay  cash 
for  his  land — the  foreigner  may  not  only  have 
a  credit  on  his  goods  without  interest,  but  be  al- 
lowed to  double  his  capital  by  the  loan  thus  ob- 
tained from  our  own  citizens.  You  see  by  this 
system  that  one-fifth  of  your  revenue  is  at  this 
moment  in  suit.  You  know  that  the  greatest  por- 
tion of  delinquencies  is  by  foreigners ;  that  much 
of  it  will  be  lost;  that  the  duties  are  taken  from 
the  pockets  of  the  consumer,  which  do  not  and 
never  will  go  into  the  public  Treasury,  but  to 
foreign  countries;  that  this  evil  is  increasing  most 
rapidly ;  that  the  amount  in  suit  has  doubled  in 
the  last  year,  and  is  at  this  moment  greater  than 
ever.  You  must  borrow  money  to  make  up  the 
deficiency  thus  caused,  and  yet  listen  to  the  cry 
of  "you  will  destroy  the  revenue" — you  are  at- 
tacking ancient  and  venerable  systems.  Trace 
these  credits  through  your  laws,  and  you  will  find 
that  this  bill  is,  in  substance,  coming  back  to  the 
old  system  of  1790 — that  it  only  does  away  inno- 
vations of  later  years.  Much  is  said  about  the 
small  losses  in  the  revenue  for  thirty  years ;  this 
only  proves  that  the  bonds  of  our  merchants  are 
good ;  but  will  any  one  say  that  their  bond  is  bet- 
ter or  safer  than  their  money  ?  But,  though  the 
bonds  of  the  American  merchant  are  safe,  you 
have  here  official  evidence  that  those  of  foreign- 
ers are  not.  Suits  increase  with  foreign  importa- 
tions, and  you  must  not  be  surprised  if  the  losses 
of  the  last  two  years  are  more  than  all  the  pre- 
ceding ones.  Fancied  evils  made  you  take  away 
the  credit  on  the  public  lands,  but  realized  ones  do 
not  induce  you  to  reduce  them  on  importations. 
Commerce  is,  it  seems,  in  danger — yet  it  is  well 
known  that  these  credits  have  been  tne  means  of 


throwing  it  into  the  hands  of  loreigners.  Ask  the 
American  merchant  if  this  bill  will  injure  him — 
the  merchant,  the  house  owner  of  the  seaport, 
who  suffers  by  long  credits  and  auction  sales.  Let 
the  rate  of  rents,  the  price  of  labor,  the  unem- 
ployed houses,  stores,  clerks,  laborers,  and  ship- 
ping, answer.  We  have  been  told  that,  if  foreign 
importations  do  not  give  employment  to  labor, 
value  to  property,  and  markets  for  provisions  and 
materials  here,  they  do  in  some  other  countries. 
Here  I  understand  the  gentleman  who  has  made 
this  remark,  and  thus  points  out  the  difference  be- 
tween his  principles  and  mine.  1  do  not  profess 
those  broad  and  comprehensive  principles  of  phi- 
lanthropy which  enable  me  to  look  unmoved  at 
the  general  distress  which  pervades  our  whole 
country,  and  find  consolation  in  the  reflection  that, 
though  our  policy  destroys  the  industry  and  pros- 
pects of  our  own,  it  encourages  that  of  ot'.ier  na- 
tions. We  are  sent  here  to  legislate  for  our  own 
citizens;  their  interests  should  be  our  peculiar 
care — let  others  take  care  of  themselves ;  their 
legislators  do  not  leave  things  to  regulate  them- 
selves. When  they  are  called  on  for  protection  to 
any  of  their  great  interests,  other  Governments 
do  not  say,  if  you  have  no  employment  here,  if 
your  manufactures  are  abandoned,  your  seaports 
depopulated,  your  farmers  without  markets,  and 
your  revenue  m  suit — it  is  better  somewhere  else. 
No  member  of  this  House  can  be  ignorant  of  the 
fact,  that  cur  commerce  is  rapidly  declining,  and 
by  means  of  these  credits;  the  friends  of  the  mer- 
cantile interest  are  certainly  liberal  in  the  extreme 
in  insisting  on  their  continuance,  when  not  a  na- 
tion in  the  civilized  world  gives  a  credit  but  ours. 
Is  it  sound  policy  thus  to  impart  to  others  benefits 
ruinous  to  ourselves,  when  there  is  no  reciprocity? 
It  has  been  «=aid  that  other  Governments  encour- 
age importations,  and  that  this  bill  contains  less 
liberal  principles  than  their  codes.  The  commer- 
cial experience  of  the  gentleman  has  taught  him 
better ;  he  must  think  us  strangely  ignorant  of 
their  regulations,  not  to  know  the  total  incorrect- 
ness of  the  remark.  He  knows  it,  that  all  other 
nations  discourage  importations  for  home  con- 
sumption ;  they  encourage  them 
auxiliary  to  the  carrying  trade, 
solitary  exception  of  the  reverse  ; 
article  in  our  tariff,  no  discrimination  between  im- 
ports for  consumption  or  export,  except  the  draw- 
back of  duties.  This  bill  makes  it ;  it  gives  facil- 
ities for  export  which  were  never  offered  before; 
it  will  aid  American  commerce,  which  is  worth 
pursuing;  it  will  take  it  from  foreigners,  who  now 
almost  monopolize  it.  I  am  not  tenacious  of  the 
details  of  this  bill ;  the  great  object  is  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  credits  on  manufactured  goods  ;  if  too 
much  is  asked,  let  gentlemen  say  what  will  suit 
their  ideas.  Will  they  agree  to  aiiy  modifications, 
will  they  give  up  a  little,  or  do  they  insist  on  re- 
taining the  whole— willing  that  commerce  may 
be  destroyed,  if  manufactures  are  not  benefited  ? 
It  would  have  much  better  suited  mv  ideas,  if  we 
had  endeavored  so  to  modify  the  bill  as  to  answer 
our  common  objects.  But  it  seems  that  we  have 
been  mistaken  in  our  expectations  of  conciliation  ; 


for  deposite,  as 
We  afford  the 
not  a  prohibited 
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nothing  will  satisfy  the  gentleman,  but,  by  striking 
out  the  first  section,  the  total  defeat  of  the  bill ; 
there  must  be  no  modification,  no  alteration,  no 
reduction  of  credits.  IS'ol  satisfied  with  what  they 
call  the  old  system,  they  cling  to  the  memorable 
act  of  1818,  as  eagerly  as  if  the  whole  commerce 
of  the  country  depended  on  it.  True  to  the  com- 
mercial maxim,  "  keep  what  you  have  got,  and 
get  what  you  can,''  while  regulaiions  are  progres- 
sive, adding  to  your  benefits,  call  that  the  natural 
order  of  things ;  but  when  the  least  attempt  Ls 
made  to  touch  even  a  skirt  of  your  system,  fold 
up  your  hand^  and  say,  •*  let  us  alone,"  let  us  reg- 
ulate ourselves.  If  we  adopt  your  maxim,  and 
offer  to  divest  commerce  of  even  the  ruinous  tra[>- 
pings  of  its  regulations,  then  the  cry  "  revenue 
and  smuggling,"  comes  to  your  aid,  and  keeps  off 
this  most  odious  thing  called  regulation,  i  un- 
derstand it ;  it  will  be  understood  by  the  country  ; 
we  are  always  regulating  commerce — you  will 
this  session :  it  is  necesiary  to  save  it,  if  the  peti- 
tions for  navigation  acts  are  to  be  believed. 

Let  the  House  not  forget  one  celebrated  regula- 
tion in  the  late  war,  when  goods  to  an  immense 
amount  had  been  imported,  in  violation  of  your 
non-intercourse  acts ;  when  the  merchants  had 
given  l)onds  to  the  amount  of  twelve  millions  of 
dollars,  which  were  forfeited,  which  they  added 
to  the  price  of  their  goods,  and  received  from  the 
people  of  the  country,  the  consumers,  on  the  ground 
that  they  were  obliged  to  pay  them  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. You,  by  one  "regulation,"  remitted 
them ;  and,  at  the  expense  of  the  treasury  and  the 
nation,  put  the  money  in  the  pockets  of  men  who 
now  say — "let  us  alone."  When  half  as  much  is 
done  for  manufactures,  I  will  admit  that  they  may 
regulate  themselves.  I  do  not  urge  these  matters 
from  hostility  to  commerce,  but  to  let  its  friends 
see  that  not  the  want,  but  the  excess,  of  regulation 
has  now  made  it  necessary  even  .for  them  to  do 
away  some  part  of  their  system,  to  induce  them  to 
make  a  common  cause  with  the  other  great  inter- 
ests of  the  country,  to  save  themselves.  Our  ex- 
port of  produce,  and  import  of  goods  for  home 
consumption,  has  ever  been  unprofitable;  the  only 
valuable  part  of  our  commerce,  the  carrying  trade, 
is  now  leaving  us;  it  can  only  be  brought  tock  by 
regulations.  It  is  not  denied  that  the  importations 
are  now  mostly  on  foreign  account.  Importers 
will  be  exporters  ;  those  who  bring  you  goods,  will 
take  away  your  produce ;  if  there  is  a  surplus  of 
imports,  foreigners  will  take  them  to  other  mar- 
kets. Merchants  must  see  this;  they  now  feel  it; 
the  situation  of  your  seaports  abundantly  proves 
the  fact.  The  pride  of  opinion  must  be  aban- 
doned. Commerce  is  no  longer  what  it  was — the 
change  in  the  relations  of  the  civilized  world  has 
been  the  cause — measures  mu>t  be  changed  with 
the  times;  and,  when  we  can  trace  to  a  definite 
source  a  great  portion  of  all  the  embarrassments 
of  the  treasury  and  the  people,  wp  are  called  on 
by  every  motive  which  ought  to  influence  a  na 
tional  Legislature  to  join  in  the  remedy.  In  ask- 
ing for  the  abolition  of  credits  on  manufactured 
goods,  it  is  not  any  bounty  or  even  encouragement 
of  domestic  manufactures.     It  is  only  that  you 


take  away  the  bounty,  the  premiums  on  imported, 
the  inducements,  the  temptations  that  the  needy 
foreigner  cannot  resi.st — that  you  shall  not  take 
money  from  the  |)eople  of  this  country,  and  lend 
it,  without  interest,  and  often  without  security,  to 
the  foreign  importer.  Apply  the  favorite  com- 
mercial maxim,  not  as  practised  on,  but  accord- 
ing to  its  real  meaning;  take  away  the  credits, 
rescind  the  regulations  which  give  them ;  then 
thin":s  will  rognlate  themselves;  now  your  laws 
regulate  them. 

The  duties  imposed  by  the  existing  laws  are 
said  to  be  sufficient  protection  ;  and  .so  they  might 
be,  if  the  operation  of  the  system  made  them,  to 
the  amount,  a  discrimination  between  the  foreign 
and  domestic  fabrics.  When  impelled  by  the  gen- 
eral distress,  the  prostration  of  all  sources  of  na- 
tional industry,  to  complain  of  its  insufficiency, 
and  projxjse  remedies,  one  gentleman  charges  the 
committee  with  obtaining  their  object  by  indirect 
means,  and  tells  us  to  increase  the  rate  of  duty; 
another  tells  us  this  will  be  unavailing  by  the  in- 
crease  of  smuggling.  I  had  thought  that  the  last 
charge  brought  against  the  Committee  of  Manu- 
factures would  have  been  that  their  objects  were 
indirect.  If  the  bills  they  have  reported  do  not 
on  their  face  explain  their  objects,  the  observa- 
tions of  their  chairman  have  not  left  their  views  a 
matter  of  conjecture.  If  the  bills  pass,  there  will 
not  be  much  doubt  about  their  direct  effect;  at 
any  rate,  they  are  meant  to  be  efficient.  I  think 
it  not  very  honorable  to  the  mercantile  character 
of  this  countrv  to  be  told  by  experienced  mer- 
chants, we  will  smuggle  if  you  touch  our  system ; 
raise  a  duty  or  diminish  a  credit,  we  will  violate 
your  law>.  Let  me  entreat  them  to  put  too  high 
a  value  on  their  reputation  to  hold  out  to  this 
House  threats  of  this  kind. 

As  to  high  duties,  the  r;entleman  and  I  under- 
stand each  other  very  well;  but  neither  on  this, 
or  his  resolution  calling  for  evidence,  is  the  com- 
mittee to  bi;  caught.  High  duties  are  not  the  effi- 
cient means  of  protecting  our  industry  ;  had  we 
proposed  them,  we  should  have  defeated  our  own 
measures;  the  triumph  would  have  been  the 
greater,  as  we  should  have  destroyed  ourselves,  by 
tailing  in  the  snares  of  our  opponents.  Moderate 
duties,  but  so  imposed  as  to  be  collected,  .so  as  to 
afford  a  real  and  not  a  mere  nominal  preference 
to  our  industry,  are  what  we  aim  at.  At  present, 
they  are  merely  a  tax  on  the  consumer,  and  operate 
in  a  very  small  degree  for  any  other  purpose. 

Calculate  the  bounties,  premiums,  and  draw- 
backs of  other  Governments,  on  the  exportation  of 
goods,  our  custom-house  credits,  and  sales  at  auc- 
tion, It  will  be  found  there  is  little,  if  any,  dis- 
crimination in  favor  of  our  manufactures;  the 
duties  are  balanced  by  these  advantages.  It  has 
been  more  our  object  to  remove  these  premiums 
on  importations  than  to  raise  the  rate  of  duties. 
We  are  told  that  one-third  of  the  shipping  of  the 
United  States  is  idle — it  is  certainly  true.  I  will 
thank  the  gentlenAn  to  give  us  the  reason — he 
knows  it  is  not  the  prosperity  of  our  manufactures; 
that  the  trade  of  the  country  is  passing  from  our 
merchants ;  if  ours  is  ^e,  foreign  shiping  is  em- 
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ployed — that  the  custom-house  credits  are  the  main 
cause  ;  yet  he  will  not  agree  to  the  change.  I  am 
bound  to  hope  it  is  not  because  this  bill  aids  other 
interests  as  well  as  commerce.  Had  it  been  re- 
ported by  another  committee,  had  the  provisions 
of  the  third  section  been  offered  by  any  other  than 
the  Gotlis  atui  Vandals  of  the  West,  I  think  they 
would  have  been  retained ;  it  is  not  impossible 
that  even  the  European  credits  would  have  been 
reduced.  But  nothing  from  the  Committee  of 
Manufactures  will  be  accepted ;  even  favors  from 
thein  will  be  rejected.  I  am  glad  that  I  voted 
against  the  separation  of  the  Committees  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures.  I  well  knew  that  it 
would  hold  out  to  the  House  and  the  country  the 
idea  that  their  interests  were  opposed ;  it  was  my 
belief  then,  and  is  now,  that  they  are  the  same; 
experierice  will  show  it ;  both  are  declining,  not 
only  going,  but  gone ;  the  same  measures  are  ne- 
cessary to  redeem  both. 

The  committee  well  knew  that  they  were  un- 
dertaking an  ungracious  task  in  acting  on  all  the 
subjects  referred  to  them.  How  far  they  have 
acted  impartially  can  best  be  judged,  not  by  pro- 
fessions, but  their  acts.  I  am  wilfing  it  should  be 
tested  by  this  bill,  confident  that  when  this  excite- 
ment shall  pass  away,  it  will  remain  as  evidence 
of  our  disposition  to  do  as  much  for  commerce  as 
for  manufactures — equally  confident  that  the  time 
will  come  when  its  loss  will  be  regretted  by  those 
who  now  oppose  it,  not  only  as  to  parts,  but  the 
whole — who  will  now  agree  to  no  amendment,  no 
modification,  but  hold  on  to  the  old  system  in  all 
its  changes.  AH  seem  to  admit  that  the  commerce 
of  the  country  is  rapidly  declining,  but  we  are 
promised  a  change  in  1822.  I  would  be  indeed 
thankful  for  the  information  on  which  this  predic- 
tion is  made,  happy  to  know  the  means  by  which 
it  is  to  be  realized.  Does  the  gentleman  judge  by 
experience,  from  facts,  or  does  he  rely  on  the  chap- 
ter of  accidents?  Let  me  warn  him  not  to  in- 
dulge in  delusive  hopes;  to  look  to  causes  and 
effects,  and,  while  there  is  a  commerce  to  protect, 
not  to  delay  the  means  of' its  restoration.  Above 
all,  let  him  beware  how  he  presses  on  us  his  favor- 
ite maxim — of  let  things  regulate  themselves. — 
This  nation  may  not  always  apply  it  exclusively 
to  manufactures ;  even  here  equality  may  be  equity, 
and  this  favored  child  of  legislation  may  be  left 
to  regulate  itself.  When  1822  arrives,  and  the 
gentleman's  predictions  turn  out  dreams,  we  shall 
perhaps  have  learned  that  Government  is  insti- 
tuted to  protect  more  than  one  interest ;  that  laws 
to  favor  commerce  are  not  to  be  claimed  as  mat- 
ters of  right;  for  manufactures,  to  be  implored  as 
charities, gratuitous  favors  flowing  from  your  good 
grace;  that  one  part  of  the  nation  is  not  to  claim 
a  monopoly  of  protection  and  protest  against  its 
being  granted  to  another,  as  an  usurpation  of  its 
prerogatives.  How  will  he  like  to  hear,  to  the 
prayers  of  commerce  supplicating  aid  against  for- 
eign laws,  and  competition,  and  domestic  indiffer- 
ence, the  appalling  answer  of  "  regulate  your- 
selves!"— if  you  are  not  doing  well,  commerce  is 
doing  well  somewhere  else;  your  relief  will  injure 
manufactures,   the  revenue  and  lead   to  smug- 


gling ;  we  have  adopted  another  child,  and  leave 
you  in  the  enjoyment  of  your  own  principles. 
This  dav  may  come,  but  it  is  not  our  fault ;  we 
have  held  out  our  hands  in  friendship,  but  have 
met  with  a  cold  repulse.  If  commerce  is  now  left 
to  itself  by  a  repeal  of  all  our  regulations  in  its 
favor — the  bounties  on  fisheries,  navigation  acts 
coasting  trade,  tonnage  duties,  discrimination  on 
imposts,  light  money — how  would  its  friends  like 
this  "being  let  alone?"  Let  them  then  think  how 
we  feel  at  receiving  this  answer  when  asking  for 
some  portion  of  the  benefits  of  Government,  by  a 
measure  w;hich  is  called  for  by  all  parts  of  the  na- 
tion, and  is  necessary  for  the  security  oC  the  rev- 
enue. To  prepare  for  the  reception  of  the  tariff 
in  this  House,  you  adopted  a  resolution  calling  on 
the  Treasury  Department  for  information  as  to  its 
effects ;  those  who  are  now  so  alarmed  about  the 
revenue  had  better  call  to  know  the  effect  of  long 
custom-house  credits,  and  the  propriety  of  a  change. 
They  seem  unwilling  to  do  it ;  it  is  not  for  us  to 
ask  it,  but  we  can  easily  iudge  from  the  amount 
of  revenue  bonds.  On  the  first  of  January  last, 
those  outstanding,  not  due,  were  §16,100,000;  if 
the  same  amount  should  be  in  suit  this,  as  was  the 
last  year,  after  deducting  the  expenses  of  collection 
and  drawbacks,  you  can  calculate  the  state  of  the 
Treasury  from  imposts,  and  decide  whether  it  is 
better  to  take  the  money  or  trust  to  the  bonds  of 
foreigners.  You  will  not  trust  your  own  citizens 
one  day  for  any  portion  of  the  purchase  money  for 
their  pittance  of  land — how  will  you  answer  to 
them  for  trusting  to  foreigners  millions  of  your 
revenue  after  you  find,  by  experience,  that  they  do 
not  pay?  How  will  you  answer  to  the  nation  for 
the  continuance  of  a  system  which  is  confessedly 
ruinous  to  agriculture,  commerce,  manufactures, 
and  revenue ;  which  is  daily  adding  to  the  dis- 
tresses of  all  the  country,  and  the  eraBarrassments 
of  the  Treasury,  which  are  increasing,  and  must 
increase,  during  European  peace,  can  only  be 
checked  by  some  such  measure  as  is  now  pro- 
posed. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  it  still  repeated,  that  com- 
merce provides  all  the  resouices  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Those  who  ring  this  in  our  ears  must 
surely  think  us  very  simple ;  that  the  people  are  so 
easily  duped  as  not  to  know  that  the  duty,  with 
accumulated  profits,  is  added  to  the  price  of  every 
article,  and  paid  by  the  consumer ;  that  the  mer- 
chant is  only  the  collector,  and  is  well  paid  for 
collecting  the  taxes  ;*  the  people  pay  them  on 
every  foreign  article  they  eat,  drink,  wear,  or  use. 

But,  sir,  this  bill  is  totally  misapprehended  ;  it 
does  not  change  the  system  of  imports,  it  only 
makes  it  effectual  by  preventing  losses;  it  aids 
your  Treasury  by  bringing  to  h  the  money  instead 
of  bonds  on  long  credit ;  it  makes  your  system  in 
some  measure  uniform  and  consistent,  applying 
the  same  rule  to  purchasers  of  land  and  goods.   If 


•  A  citizen  of  New  York  was  once  boasting  to  Mr. 

Jefferson,  that  that  city  paid  one-third  of  thiB  whole 

revenue.     He  was  silenced  by  this  reply;   "Remove 

the  custom-house  across  the  Hudson,  and  the  citj  of 

I  Jersey  would  pay  it." 
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the  bill  proposed  a  total  abolition  of  credits,  it 
would  be  justly  exposed  to  the  attacks  1  am  en- 
deavoring to  repel ;  but  it  goes  no  further  than  to 
make  the  duties  payable  in  cash  or  the  articles  to 
be  deposited,  which  interfere  with  our  national 
industry,  and  principally  aftects  that  part  of  our 
trade  which  is  in  the  hands  of  foreigners.  It  is 
objected,  that  it  will  tend  still  further  to  produce 
that  effect,  and  to  exclude  small  capitalists  from 
importations  on  their  own  account.  These  objec- 
tions have  long  since  been  anticipated  ;  they  have, 
in  my  mind,  been  completely  answered  by  the  let- 
ters in  my  hand  from  the  most  intelligent  mer- 
chants of  New  York  and  Baltimore.  The  foreign 
merchant  and  manufacturer,  who  send  their  goods 
here,  are  generally  needy;  the  regular  course  of 
trade  does  not  give  them  a  market,  or  they  would 
not  force  their  way  to  one  here  by  auction  sales ; 
our  credits  operate  as  a  loan,  and  increase  their 
capital  to  carry  on  their  operations  at  home  :  this 
is  a  great  temptation  to  continuing  the  trade;  the 
loan  is  perpetually  increasing  ;  every  new  consign- 
ment adds  to  the  amount ;  it  is  unlimited  as  to 
time,  and  thus  it  will  progress  till  you  depend  on 
foreigners,  not  onlvjpr  supply  and  defence,  biit 
revenue.  As  one  olTTbond  is  paid  off,  a  new  credit 
is  given  for  an  increased  sum.  No  other  nation 
afliords  these  facilities;  hence  our  market  is  re- 
sorted to.  But  take  them  away,  take  from  any 
consignment  twenty-five  per  cent,  for  duties,  in- 
stead of  adding  that  amount  by  a  loan  ;  compel 
the  consigner  to  send  the  money  for  duties,  or  pay 
a  short  bdl,  it  would  effect  sucn  a  total  change  in 
his  business  that  he  could  not  continue  it;  then  he 
must  take  from  his  capital  at  home  to  pay  his  way 
abroad ;  now  you  add  to  it  by  lending  him  money 
to  use  for  twelve  months.  It  is  the  difference  be- 
tween a  premium  and  a  tax — a  bounty  and  a 
burden. 

There  is  no  mystery  in  this:  even  the  back- 
woodsmen can  understand  it.  It  would  indeed  be 
mysterious,  if  long  credits  encourage  foreign  con- 
signments, that  short  ones  should  increase  them. 
Cash  payments  give  them  the  monopoly.  I  can- 
not dwell  long  on  reasoning  of  this  kind ;  it  is 
much  like  the  other  objection,  that  capitalists 
will  engross  all  the  trade.  This  deserves  some 
examination ;  if  true,  it  presents  a  serious  objec- 
tion to  the  bill — if  not  true,  the  House  will  be 
able  to  decide  on  the  character  of  the  opposition. 
This  and  the  auction  bill  are  necessarily  and  closely 
connected,  the  one  an  auxiliary  to  the  other  ;  the 
petitions  for  both  mostly  from  merchants  and  mer- 
cantile towns — whether  from  large  or  small  capi- 
talists, can  best  be  judged  by  those  who  know  tne 
signers,  and  will  examine  the  number  of  those 
petitioners.  Here  is  a  petition  from  New  York, 
praying  for  the  auction  bill ;  there  are  more  than 
seven  thousand  names  to  it.  It  must  be  a  wealthy 
place  indeed,  if  these  are  all  capitalists.  Here  is 
one  praying  for  a  general  abolition  of  all  credits 
on  all  importations,  signed  by  near  five  hundred 
merchants  of  that  city.  No  one  will  pretend  they 
are  capitalists — no  one  has  a  right  to  say  they  do 
not  understand  their  own  interest.  They  have 
asked  for  this  bill,  as  essential  to  their  protection  : 


they  have  made  common  cause  with  the  friends 
of  manufactures,  to  check  an  evil  destructive  to 
both.     Merchants  of  all  classes  have  united  in  its 
favor,  small  as  well  as  large  dealers.     It  has  been 
opposed  by  no  individual  petitions — no  small  capi- 
talist has  objected,  or  now  objects,  to  its  passage. 
The  only  opposition  has  been  from  your  chambers 
of  commerce,  some  of  whom  have  sent  and  direct- 
ed their  memorials  to  us;  others  have  sent,  but 
not  directed  them — circulated  secretly — their  ef- 
fect felt,  but  the  power  not  tangible.     I  can  hear 
of  it,  but  it  is  not  on  our  tables — we  cannot  ex- 
amine it.   These  bodies,  it  seems,  are  the  guardians 
of  commerce.     Merchants  undertake  to  judge  for 
themselves,  and  ask  us  for  a  measure — a  chamber 
of  commerce  remonstrates  against  it,  as  injurious. 
I  do  not  well  understand  who  these  chambers  of 
commerce  are ;  they  are  generally  understood  to 
be  men  who  are  to  settle  disputes  among  merchants. 
In  New  York,   I  find,  they  are  incorporated  for 
charitable  purposes — that  they  received  the  thanks 
of  the  Assembly  of  that  State  for  their  patriotic 
conduct  in  importing  no  goods  from  Great  Britain, 
until  she  would  repeal  the  stamp  act.     I  would  re- 
joice now  to  find  chambers  of  commerce  leaning 
against  foreign,  and   encouraging   domestic,    in- 
dustry and  commerce  ;  and  in  times  past  it  would 
have  been  gratifying  if  some  of  our  citizens  would 
not  have  carried  on  commercial  intercourse  with 
England   during  embargo,   non-intercourse,   and 
war.     I  believe  the  members  of  these  bodies  are 
not  generally  composed  of  small  capitalists  of  the 
first  respectability — they  are  of  the  most  wealthy. 
It  is  matter  of  some  suspicion  to  find  them  guard- 
ing the  small  trader  with  so  much  care,  and  so 
fearful  that  the  trade  of  the  country  will  be  thrown 
into  their  own  hands — a  suspicion  that  is  not  di- 
minished, when   I  find  the  merchants  of  Salem 
laboring  under  the  same  fears  as  to  benefits  which 
this  bill  will  give  to  the  large  capitalists,  and  dwell 
so  much  on  the  injury  to  the  young  and  enterpris- 
ing.     Here  is  something  unaccountable   to  me. 
In  1818,*  the  last  extension  of  credits  was  made  on 
the  petition  of  the  East  India  merchants  of  Boston 
and  Salem,  headed  by  William  Gray  and  others, 
the  greatest  capitalists  of  the  country.   There  were 
no  petitions  from  any  other  place  ;  small  dealers 
did  not  ask  for  eighteen  months'  credit,  and  small 
dealers  are  not  much  concerned  in  the  East  India 
trade.     This  law,  it  seems,  was  thus  passed  on  the 
petition,   and   for   the   benefit,  of  the  wealthiest 
merchants  in  the  Union.     I  must  be  allowed  to 
ask,  how  the  extension  and  shortening  of  credits 
will  produce  the  same  effects  1    I  think  too  well 
of  the  gentlemen  whose  names  were  to  those  pe- 
titions, to  believe  they  did  not  understand  their 
own  interests,  or  would  designedly  impose  on  you. 
The   gentleman  who   so  ably  represents  one  of 
these  towns,  must  i)ermit  me  tp  say,  that,  while 
he  is  contending  that  this  bill  will  injure  the  small 
trader,  he  is  contradicting  the  petition   presented 
by  himself,  praying  for  long  credits.     Two  short 
years  cannot  have  made  such  a  change  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  commerce.     What  would  benefit  capi- 
talists in  1818,  will  do  so  now.     Long  credits  will 
produce  the  same  effects  now  as  then.     When  ob- 
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jections  are  made  to  short  ones,  they  must  be  tangi- 
ble.    I  must  know  where  to  find  our  opponents 

they  must  not  now  play  thus  fast  and  loose.  If 
short  credits  were  iniurious  to  capitalists  m  1818, 
they  will  not  give  thcin  a  monopoly  now.  We 
are  not  to  be  thus  amuved  with  reasons  which  can 
be  adapted  to  suit  anv  measure — thev  are  sure  pre- 
texts to  defeat  this  bii!,  not  because' it  will  injure 
the  small  merchants  but  because  it  will  benefit 
the  manufacturer.  It  will  take  the  bounty  from 
importations,  keep  the  money  of  the  Government 
at  home,  prevent  loans  to  merchants  from  produc- 
ing new  importations  on  the  capital  furnished  by 
the  duties  on  the  old.  We  have  given  the  reasons 
and  the  evidence  on  which  this  bill  has  been  re- 
ported. I  would  thank  the  then  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  for  the  evidence 
on  which  he  extended  the  credits  to  eighteen 
months.  In  examining  the  effects  of  this  change,  I 
cannot  see  the  injurious  effects  on  the  small  trader ; 
he  can  as  easily  pay  the  duties  on  a  small  impor- 
tation as  the  large  trader  on  a  large  one.  Merch- 
ants adventure  in  proportion  to  their  capital  and 
credit ;  the  duties  are  in  proportion  to  what  thev 
import ;  the  small  dealer  can  often  procure  a  small 
loan  when  a  large  one  could  not  be  obtained.  The 
American  merchant  has  a  credit  in  l>ank,  when 
the  foreigner  has  none ;  we  may,  therefore,  feel 
ourselves  safe  in  acceding  to  the  petitions  of  those 
who  have  asked  for  this  measure,  that  thev  have 
not  asked  chambers  of  commerce  or  Ea-t  India 
merchants  to  become  their  guardians. 

Let  it  be  remembered,  too,  that  the  small  dealers 
are  mostly  in  the  West  India  trade,  which  is  not 
affected  by  this  bill — the  East  India  and  European 
trade,  which  will  be  deprived  of  one  of  its  facilities, 
is  in  the  hands  of  capitalists  and  foreigners — this 
accounts  for  their  alarm,  and  a  desire  to  guard 
their  exclusive  interests  under  the  pretext  of  pro- 
tection to  the  "-niall  dealers.  When  the  latter  com- 
plain, I  will  then  think  the  objection  may  have 
some  weight — till  then,  it  will  be  considered  as  a 
pretext  to  cover  opposition  to  a  system  indispen- 
sable for  all  the  great  objects  of  Grovernment. 
merely  becau'-e  it  comes  in  aid  of  manufactures. 
I  must  not  be  blamed  for  indulging  this  belief  when 
there  is  such  a  settled  determination  evinced  not  to 
touch  any  part  of  the  present  credits,  when  the  same 
cry  is  raised  whether  wc  offer  to  touch  the  act  of 
1818,  or  to  abolish  the  whole.  It  is  at  all  times 
amusing  to  hear  these  same  alarms  rung  on  everv 
occasion.  The  tariff  brought  them  out— this  bill 
has  increased  them—"  it  will  ruin  commerce,  agri- 
culture, revenue,"  and  even  the  country  itself! 
They  must  be  Aveak  indeed  when  they  rest  on  Eu- 
ropean and  East  India  credits  ;  we  got  along  very 
well  before  1818;  there  were  no  very  imperious 
calls  on  us  to  extend  them  then;  it  thev  were 
shortened  now.  I  think  the  sun  would  still'  shine, 
and  water  run!  This  is  not  the  first  time  this 
country  and  all  its  interests  have  been  ruined.  The 
proclamation  of  neutrality,  the  British  treaty,  the 
French  war,  ruined  us  forever;  the  embargo  and 
non-intercourse  law  were  death ;  so  was  the  late 
war  :  yet  the  country  has  survived  all ;  it  bears  a 
great  deal  of  ruin,  and  bears  it  ver^'  well,  for  one 
16th  Con.  1st  Stse.— C3 


who  has  been  ruined  so  often.     After  survivin* 
such  shocks,  I  think  the  little  rum  which  will  be 
added  by  employing  our  own  labor,  our  own  ma- 
terials, giving  a  value  to  our  OAvn  property,  carrying 
on  our  own  commerce,  and  receiving   into   the 
Treasury  all  the  money  that  the  people  pay  for 
taxes,  will  not  l)e  too  much  to  bear  !     It  this  is  ruin 
it  is  of  the  kind  which  will  restore  us  to  prosperity. 
There  must  be  a  striking  analogy  between  two 
opposite  systems,  agreeing  in  no~one  feature,  yet 
producing  the  same  effects — each  attended  with 
ruin  absolute  and  irretrievable.     You  have  tried 
imposts  till  your  revenue  has  left  you  five  millions 
short  of  yoiir  expenses ;  credits  till  one-fifth  is  in 
suit;  importations  on  foreign  accounts,  till  your 
commerce  is  destroyed ;   auction   sales,  till   your 
merchants  are  idle  (their  hopes  resting  in  a  bank- 
rupt law  ;)  foreign  goods,  till  your  nianufactures 
are  abandoned  :  foreign  markets,  till  your  farmers 
find  their  produce  rotting  on  their  hands  :  and  yet 
it  is  contended  that  the  continuance  of  this  condi- 
tion of  the  country  is  necessary  for  its  welfare ; 
that  a  change  will  be  ruinous.     I  hope  gentlemen 
will  ask  ihenisclves  if  ever  there  was  a  time  when 
there  was  such  a  scene  of  universal  distress.     If  it 
cannot  be  easily  traced  and  satisfactorily  accounted 
for.  when  called  on,  as  you  have  been  this  session, 
by  the  people  of  the  country,  they  will  expect  some 
better  answer  to  their  petitions  than  these  alarms, 
which  an-  always  raised  whenever  there  has  been 
any  attempt  to  adopt  measures  cf  vital  importance. 
When  you  urge  them  you  must  give  reasons ;  show 
how  the  present  system  will  restore,  how  the  pro- 
posed  one  will  injure  us ;  show  how  internal  in- 
dustry will  injure  internal  prosperity ;  how  idleness 
promotes  national  strength  or  individual  wealth  ; 
and,  above  all,  satisfy  the  farmer  for  whose  interest 
there  is  so  much  anxiety,  how  he  is  to  be  injured 
by  buying  his  clothing  from  those  who  Avill  pur- 
cnase  his  nroduce.     Now  the  surplus  of  his  farm 
will  not  clothe  his  family  and  procure  him  his 
utensils :  now  he  understands  what  is  meant  by 
buying  cheap :  that  it  does  not  consist  in  the  price 
of  the  article  newants.  sornuch  as  in  the  price  cf  the 
article  with  which  he  is  to  make  payment.     When 
cloth  is  at  ten  dollars  a  yard,  and  nour  at  ten  dol- 
lars a  barrel,  one  pays  for  the  other — cloth  at  six 
dollars  and  flour  at  three,  the  cloth  to  the  farmer 
has  doubled  in  price  ;  the  barrel  of  flour  procures 
but  half  a  yard  of  cloth.     These  things  will  be  un- 
derstood ;  there  is  no  mystery  in  political  economy ; 
it  is  a  plain  simple  calculation  of  what  is  bought 
by  the   least   labor  and  the  smallest  quantity  of 
produce. 

Tliat  article  is  the  cheapest  which  the  consumer 
pays  for  the  easiest.  What  encouragement  does 
the  importer  or  retailer  of  foreign  goods  now  give 
the  farmer  ;  what  injury  has  a  manufacturer  in  his 
neighborhood,  or  a  marlcet  at  his  own  door,  ever 
done  him  ?  Is  it  better  for  him  to  seek  it  by  nav- 
igation nf  three  thousand  miles,  when  found  glutted 
by  supplies  from  other  sources,  the  price  less  than 
at  home  :  the  home  market  destroyed  by  the  eager- 
ness for  a  foreign ;  ^hall  all  competition  be  destroyed, 
our  produce  left  at  the  mercy  of  other  nations,  who 
have  agricultural  interests  of  their  own  to  protect  ? 
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Are  they  belter  friends  to  the  American  farmer  than 
even  our  own  Government;  theirs  than  our  own  ! 
citizens  ?     These  arc  questions  which  must  bean-  j 
swered  in  some  other  way  than  '•  you  will  ruin  the  I 
country."     Sir,  the  country  is  ruined  if  you  perse-  I 
vere  in  your  present  policy.     It  must  and  will  be  i 
changed.     Such  radical  and  fatal  errors  will  be  , 
checked  by  the  general  voice  of  the  country,  if  not  . 
here.     It  had  better  be  done  while  moderate  mea-  , 
sures  will  be  sufficient — such  as  are  proposed  by  this  | 
bill,  which  does  not  increase  the  duties,  imposes  no  ] 
burden  on  commerce;  but,  merely  taking  away 
the  bounty  and  premium  on  foreign  manufactures, 
so  as  to  leave  the  duties  which  are  laid  on  impor- 
tation a  discrimination  in  favor  of  ourown  industry, 
and  the  trade  of  the  country  in  the  hands  of  our 
own  merchants. 

Mr.  SiLSBEE,  of  Massachusetts,  addressed  the 
Committee  as  follows — 

Mr.  Chairman  :  Being  an  inhabitant  of  a  com- 
mercial district  of  the  United  States,  I  feel  com- 
pelled, by  a  sense  of  duty  to  my  constituents,  to 
make  a  iew  remarks  upon  the  bill  now  under  con- 
sideration. 

It  seems  to  be  generally  admitted,  sir,  that  every 
interest  of  the  country  is  depressed  at  this  time ; 
and  what  does  this  bill  propose — measures  for  the 
relief  and  benefit  of  all  ?     No,  sir  ;  its  object  seems 
to  be,  to  impose  new  restrictions  and  additional 
burdens  upon  that  interest  which,  at  this  moment, 
is  more  depressed   than  any  other.     1  mean  the 
commercial  and  navigating  interest.     In  the  course  i 
of  the  past  vear  a  loss  has  been  sustained  by  the 
merchants  of  this  country,  of  at  least  twenty-five  I 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  capital  employed  in  foreign 
trade,  and  the  prospects  of  the  present  year  are  not 
more  flattering  than  those  of  the  past.     There  will 
not  be  so  much  capital  employed  this  year  as  there 
was  last,  l>ecause  there  is  not  so  much  to  employ  ; 
but  in  that  which  is  employed  the  loss  (judging  from 
present  appearances)  will  be  as  great,  or  greater, 
than  it  was  the  last  year.     If  gentlemen  have  at- 
tended to  the  memorials  which  have  been  read  in 
this  House,  from  the  manufacturing  interest,  they 
will  have  learnt  from  them  something  of  the  pres- 
ent state  of  our  navigation  and  commerce.     We 
have  been  informed  by  these  memorials  that  our 
ships  are  rotting  at  the  wharves  ;  that  they  are  not 
worth  half  their  cost ;  that  a  large  portion  of  the 
merchants  are  already  bankrupts ;  and  that  others 
are  almost  daily  added  to  the  list.     If  this  be  true, 
(and  no  one  who  has  recently  visited  our  seaports 
will  be  inclined  to  doubt  it)— if  this  be  true,  I  say, 
is  iV  wise  K  ^"^  ''  just,  further  to  depress  this  inter- 
est at  this  timi*;  ■ ,        •  u      u  i 

The  bill  uMdor^*^'^"*"^'^*'^"  proposes  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  preseiTt  '7^'^^'"  ^^  "^'^'^"  °"  '^^''^•""^ 
bonds,  and  the  adoptP"  «'  =»  '.''^''^  "^^^  ^y=>t^"V 
The  present  system  \i)i  ^*^°  '"  operation,  with 
some  alterations,  from  th\,commcucemvnX  of  the 
present  Government.     By'v^^^  ^,*^V°        '  ? 

August,  1790.  the  credits  fj.  f"V>^  ""VT  , 
were  fixed  as  follows ,  On  go.>!^  '^"'^  ll''^^^'] 
Indies,  at  four  months;  on  tea;^  ^^•^"|  China  at 
twelve  months ;  on  Madeira  wine.  at^^';f  l^'^™«»'j^^^ ' 
on  aU  oth«  «oods.  at  six  months,    ^t  this  time 


sales  of  goods  were  generally  made  for  cash,  or  at 
very  short  credits ;  but,  as  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try increased,  longer  credits  to  purchasers  became 
usual ;  and  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  it  was  the 
encouragement  of  this  increase  of  trade  which  in- 
duced the  Government  to  extend  these  credits,  as 
they  have  done  at  difl'erent  periods  since  1790. 

By  the  act  of  May,  1792,  the  credit  for  duties 
on  salt  was  fixed  at  nine  months  ;  on  other  West 
India  goods,  at  four  months  ;  on  all  other  goods, 
(except  wines  and  teas,)  half  in  six,  a  quarter  in 
nine,  and  a  quarter  in   twelve,  months.     By  the 
act  of  January  29th,  1795,  the  credit  on  importa- 
tions from  the  West  Indies  was  extended  to  three 
and  six  months  ;  and  on  importations  from  Europe, 
the  credit  was  fixed   at   eight,  ten,  and    twelve 
months ;  one-third  cash.     By  the  act  of  the  3d  of 
March,  1799,  the  credits  were  fixed  as  follows:  on 
West  India  products,  (except  salt,)  half  in  three, 
and  half  in  six  months;  on  salt,  in  nine  months; 
on  wines,  in  twelve  months;  on  teas  from  China 
or  Europe,  the  same  as  other  goods  from  those 
countries,  unless  deposited  in  Government  stores, 
in  which  case  the  credit  not  to  exceed  two  years  ; 
on  articles  from  Europe,  one-third  in  eight,  one- 
third  in  ten,  and  one-third  in  twelve  months  ;  on  all 
"oods  from  any  other  place  than  Europe  and  the 
^V'est  Indies,  (other  than  salt,  teas,  and  wines,) 
half  in   six,  a  quarter   in    nine,  and  a  quarter  in 
twelve   months.      These   credits   have   not   In^en 
changed  since  March,  1799,  except  that,  by  the 
act  of  April  20,  1S18,  the  credit  on  West  India 
products  was  extended  from  three  and  six,  to  five 
and  nine  months;  and  on  articles  from  the  East 
Indies,  South  America,  Ac,  from  half  in  six,  quar- 
ter in  nine,  and  a  quarter  in  twelve  months,  to 
one-third  in  eight,  one-third  in  ten,  and  one-third 
in  eighteen  months. 

I  These  credits  are  given  on  bonds,  with  one  or 
more  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector, 
in  double  the  amount  of  duties;  or,  in  lieu  of  the 
sureties,  the  collector  may  accept  a  deposite  of  so 
much  of  the  goods  as  shall,  in  his  opinion,  be  a  suf- 
ficient security  for  the  amount  of  the  duties,  (not 
the  whole  goods,  as  is  required  by  the  bill  now 
under  consideration,)  which  deposite  is  to  be  held 
till  the  bonds  become  due,  at  which  time,  if  the 
bonds  are  not  previously  jwid,  the  goods  are  to  be 
sold,  and  the  surplus,  after  paying  the  bonds  and 
charges,  to  be  paid  over  to  the  importer  of  the 
goods.  This  is  the  substance  of  our  present  sy. stem 
of  credits,  which  to  this  time  has  been  found  as 
satisfactory  and  sufficient  as  it  is  simple. 

The  system  proposed  by  the  bill  under  consider- 
ation, if  "1  understand  it,  it  is  this  :  On  the  arrival 
of  goods  liable  to  the  payment  of  duty,  the  importer 
may  elect  whether  to  enter  them  for  «'xportation 
or  lor  consumption  ;  if  he  enters  them  for  exporta- 
tion, he  is  to  give  bond,  with  sufficient  sureties,  to 
the  whole  amount  of  the  goods,  that  they  shall  be 
exported,  and  not  relanded  in  the  United  States. 
It  is,  however,  providt-d  that  the  nnix)rter  may, 
subsequently,  re-enter  his  goods  for  consumption  ; 
but  this  indulgence  is  extended  only  to  three  months 
from  the  date  of  importation,  and  on  condition 
that  the  duties  are  all  paid  before  the  expiration  of 
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that  time.  If  the  goods  are,  at  the  time  of  impor- 
tation, entered  for  consumption,  and  are  sucii  as 
named,  as  excepted,  in  the  first  section  of  the  bill, 
they  are  to  be  entitled  to  a  credit  on  one-half  the 
amount  for  three  months,  and  on  the  other  half 
for  six  months,  except  teas,  on  which  the  credit  is 
to  be  three,  six,  and  nine  months  ;  one-third  cash. 
On  all  other  goods,  of  every  description,  the  duty 
is  to  be  paid  in  cash  ;  or,  in  default  of  such  pay- 
ment, the  goods  (not  merely  enough  to  secure  the 
Eayment  of  the  duty,  as  under  the  present  system, 
ut  the  whole  goods)  are  to  be  deposited  in  stores 
selected  by  the  collecter,  and  retained  in  his  cus- 
tody for  six  months,  when,  if  the  duty  is  not  pre- 
viously paid,  so  much  of  the  goods  are  to  be  sold 
as  will  pay  the  duty  and  charges.  Now,  sir,  if  the 
Government  had  large  and  convenient  warehouses 
established  in  all  our  seaports,  as  is  the  case  in 
most  parts  of  Europe,  to  which  access  could  readily 
be  had  during  the  usual  hours  of  business,  this 
might  not  be  considered  so  great  an  inconvenience; 
but  this  is  not  the  case — and.  should  importers 
generally  store  their  goods  instead  of  paying  the 


H.opR. 

< 


ing  Treasury;  for  the  first  year,  but  a  very  impov-, 
erished  one  for  several  succeeding  years. 

I  have  heard  it  .said,  on  this  floor,  that  credits 
for  duties  are  not  allowed  by  any  of  the  commer- 
cial nations  of  Europe.  This,  if  apparently,  is 
not  really,  the  case.  Entrepots,  or  public  ware- 
houses, are  established,  I  believe,  by  every  com- 
mercial nation  in  Euro|)e;  certainly  by  most  of 
them,  and  most  goods  may  remain  in  entrepot 
until  they  are  sold  for  consumption,  before  the 
payment  of  duties  is  required;  even  goods  pro- 
hibited for  consumption  may  remain  in  depot 
until  some  foreign  market  oflTers  a  demand  for 
them. 

The  English,  French,  and  Dutch,  may  be  con- 
sidered the  principal  commercial  nations  of  Eu- 
rope. 

In  England,  I  Mieve,  all  goods  may  remain 
some  months,  and  most  of  them  may  remain  from 
two  to  five  years,  in  the  public  warehouses,  with- 
out bond,  except  such  as  are  liable  to  excise,  which 
must  be  bonded  when  put  into  the  warehouses, 

^    .        ^  :3  r-j-rs  —^    and  on  prohibited  goods,  bonds  must  be  given  to 

duties,  almost  every  store  in  our  commercial  towns    export  them;  the  payment  of  duties  may  be  de- 


would  be  converted  into  a  government  store,  and 
unless  the  Government  should  forthwith  apfwint  a 
host  of  storekeepers,  it  will  be  found  extremely 
difficult,  if  not  impracticable,  to  get  along  witn 
this  part  of  this  new  system.     It  will  at  least  be 


layed  until  the  goods  are  taken  out  of  the  ware- 
houses for  consumption.  In  France,  goods  may 
remain  in  entrepot  twelve  months,  with  the  priv- 
ilege of  further  time,  by  special  permission;  on 
taking  them  out  for  consumption,  the  duties  mu.st 


found  so  inconvenient  and  perpKxing  that  few,  if  j  be  paid,  cither  in  cash  or  by  bond  with  sureties  at 
any,  who  can  pay  the  duties  on  importation,  will  :  four   months;   but   goods   are  generally  sold,  in 
submit  to  it.     I  must,  therefore,  consider  the  duties  [  France,  in  entrepot,  and  the  duty  paid  by  the  pur- 
on  all  the  non-excepted  articles  as  liable  to  cash  j  chaser,  as  he  takes  them  out  for  con.sumption. 
P^y"^*""'-  I      In  Holland,  goods  may  remain  twelve  months 

The  revenue  from  the  customs,  in  ISIS,  (the  last  ]  in  entrepot,  on  bond,  after  which  prohibited  goods 
year  for  which  returns  have  betn  made,)  was  §21,-1  must  be  exported,  but  other  goods  must  remain 
828,451 ;  of  which  §5,410,320  accrued  on  articles  ;  longer,  by  permission  of  the  board  of  licenses, 
which  are  to  be  entitled  toa  credit,  according  to  the  i  In  Spain,  the  payment  of  duties  is  required 
provisions  of  this  bill ;  and  §16.631,852  were  de-  when  goods  are  taken  from  the  custom-house,  but 
rived  from  articles  which  are  to  be  liable  to  cash  I  don't  know  how  long  they  are  }>ermitted  to  re- 
payment of  duties.     So  that  less  than  one-fourth  '  main  there. 

part  of  the  amount  of  duties  are  to  have  the  bene-  i      In  the  ports  of  Italy,  all  goods  are  sold  in  entre- 
fit  of  a  credit  of  three  and  six  months,  and  more  !  pot;  the  duties  are  paid  by  the  purchaser  when 
than  three-quarters  of  the  duties  are  to  be  paid  in  i  taken  out  for  consumption, 
cash;  i      In  Denmark,  the  duties  are  not  paid  until  the 

Sir,  the  merchants  of  the  United  States  are  at  [  goods  are  sold  to  the  consumer, 
this  time,  and  at  all  times,  under  bonds  to  the  ;  It  will  therefore  be  seen,  that,  although  the 
Government  for  the  payment  of  about  twenty  !  European  systems  differ  from  ours,  yet,  that  those 
millions  of  dollars  within  a  year.  Should  this  '  systems  afford,  really,  even  longer  credits  than  are 
bill  pas.s,  and  not  lessen  the  amount  of  duties  that  j  allowed  by  our  Government ;  with  this  difference, 
would  otherwise  accrue,  it  will  require  from  the  '  however,  that  there,  in  most  cases,  the  goods  them- 
merchants  a  further  payment  of  ten  or  fifteen  '  selves  afford  the  security  for  the  payment  of  the 
millions  more,  making  thirty  to  thirty-five  mil-  j  duties,  and  if  the  goods,'  by  any  casualty,  are  lost 
lions  within  a  year  from  the  time  this  bill  takes  to  the  owner,  the  duty  is  lost  to  the  Government. 
<^ff*'ct-  j  With  us,  instead  of  holding  the  goods,  bonds  with 

Now,  can  the  commercial  interest  bear  an  addi- !  sureties  are  taken,  and,  although  goods  are  lost  by 
tional  assessment  of  fifty  to  seventy-five  per  cent.,  i  any  casualty  whatever,  (which  not  unfrequently 
at  a  time  when  they  find  it  all  but  impossible  to  |  happens)  yet  the  duties  are  paid  to  the  Govern- 
comply  with  their  present  engagements?  And  if,  ment.  And  I  am  confident  that,  to  this  time,  the 
such  requisition  could  be  complied  with,  would  Government  have  been  great  gainers  by  the  adop- 
any  interest  of  the  country,  either  public  or  private,  tion  of  our  own  system  in  preference  to  any  of  the 
be  benefited  by  withdrawing  trom  circulation  European  ones.  Under  our  present  system  the 
such  an  additional  sum,  when  a  considerable  por- ,  merchants  know  when  their  payments  to  Govern- 
tion  of  it,  at  least,  would  lay  dormant  in  the  inent  become  due,  and  prepare  to  make  them ;  but, 
Treasury,  or  in  the  bank,  for  the  greater  part  of  a  ''  under  the  system  contemplated  by  this  bill,  they 
year?    It  would,  to  be  sure,  give  us  an  overflow- 1  cannot  be  so  prepared  ;  their  .^hips  may  arrive  two 
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or  three  months  earlier  than  expected,  at  %  rao-  district  of  Boston,  in  which  immense  suras  have 
ment  when  they  have  just  used  so  much  of  their  I  been  bonded,  the  losses  have  not,  I  think,  exceeded 
means  and  so  much  of  their  credit,  upon  some:  1-lOth  of  a  per  cent.  The  official  report  from  the 
new  adventure,  as  to  be  unable  to  raise  twenty,  Treasury  Department  shows  that  the  whole  losses 
thirty,  or  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  at  short  throughout  the  United  States  have  been  less  than 
notice;  but  if  their  ships  should  not  arrive  so  soon,  half  a  per  cent.  Xow,  I  ask,  if  another  instance 
by  two  or  three  months,  as  may  be  expected,  the  can  probably  be  found  in  the  world  of  a  Govern- 
funds  which  they  may  have  provided  for  the  pay-  ment,  or  even  an  individual,  having  sustained  so 
ment  of  duties  will,  in  '^uch  case,  remain  unpro-  small  a  loss  upon  its,  or  upon  his  credits,  or  upon 
ductive.  A  large  portion  of  our  imports  are  made  any  class  of  credits,  for  a  space  of  thirty  years,  in 
in  the  Spring  months  of  March  and  April,  conse- '  the  course  of  which,  it  should  also  be  noticed, 
quently  the  cash  payments  required  at  this  time  that  a  foreign  war,  embargoes,  and  other  restric- 
will  be  so  large  as  to  cause  a  pressure  in  the  mo-  tive  measure  have  taken  place,  which  have  essen- 
ney  market,  at  that  time,  and,  as  the  banks  will  tially  affected  the  interest  of  those  people  who 
be  apprized  of  this,  they  will  rather  lessen  than  i  have  had  these  payments  to  make  ?  There  is,  I 
increase  their  accommodations,  at  a  lime  when  think,  no  hazard,  in  saying,  that  in  no  country  on 
they  will  be  most  wanted.  There  is  already  much  earth  has  the  revenue  from  customs  been  so 
complaint  of  the  scarcity  of  money  ;  the  passage  promptly  paid  as  in  this, 
of  this  bill  will  not  lessen  this  complaint.  Under  the  present  system,  the  officer  at  the  head 

This  bill  discourages  importations  generally ;  of  the  Treasury  Department  is,  at  all  times,  en- 
ihis  policy  is  the  reverse  of  every  thing  seen  in  Eu-  abled  to  make  his  calculations  with  great  accuracy, 
rope.  It  is  the  policy  of  other  nations  to  encourage  i  and  without  fear  of  disappointment,  of  the  amount 
the  importation  of  almost  every  article,  even  if,  to  be  received  into  the  Treasury  for  any  ensuing 
prohibited  for  consumption  ;  this  is  done,  not  solely  '  year,  by  estimating  the  amount  of  bonds  on  hand ; 
with  a  view  to  benent  the  revenue,  and  to  keep  and  we  are  thereby  enabled  to  limit  our  expendi- 
down  prices,  but  also  lor  the  further  purpose  of  tures  accordingly;  but  how  can  he,  or  how  can 
sustaining  the  carrying  trade  :  and  we  ouffht  to  do  any  man,  under  a  system  of  cash  payments,  form 
the  same,  at  leaNt  '•o  far  as  respect<^  articles  with  any  correct  estimate  as  to  future  receipts?  He 
which  we  cannot  supply  ourselves.  cannot  do  it — it  is  impossible.     And  in  the  event 

It  has  also  been  said  on  this  floor  that  the  ere-  of  a  war  with  a  powerful  maritime  nation,  the 
dits  now  given  operate  as  a  loan  to  the  merchants,  revenue  from  commerce  would  almost  instantly 
It  will  not  be  denied  but  this  may  be  the  case  in    stop,  under  the  "System  contemplated   by  this  bill ; 


some  instance-^,  but  equally  true  that  in  many, 
and  I  believe  I  may  say  in  most  ca>es.  the  duty  is 
paid  to  the  Government  iK'fore  it  is  received  from 
the  consumer;  and  1  think  it  may  be  said,  without 
fear  of  contradiction,  that,  on  an  average,  the  du- 


whereas,  under  the  exi^ting  system,  the  Govern- 
ment will  always  have  bonds  in  hand  for  the 
amount  of  about  S^0,fXK),()0O.  to  Ix-  paid  within  a 
year  after  such  an  event  should  take  place. 

It  is  said  that  some  mercantile  people  are  advo- 


ties  are  paid  before  they  are  realized  from  the  >ales  cates  for  cash  payment>  of  duties,  and  that  memo- 
of  goods.  So  far  n^  my  own  experience  has  (na-  ria!>  to  this  eflect  have  been  presented  to  us.  This 
bled  me  to  judge,  this  has  certainly  l)een  the  case,  is  true.  sir.  and  it  is  also  true  that  our  own  capital- 
I  havi'  some  good>-  now  on  hand,  the  duties  on  ists,  as  well  as  the  agents  of  for«'ign  capitalists, 
which  have  bi-en  paid  more  than  three  years.  If,  would  be  benefited  by  such  a  measure;  but  the  less 
merchants  are  compelled  to  pay  the  duties  before  wealthy  merchant  will  Ik?  injured  by  it,  and  all 
they  can  realize  them  from  the  proceeds  of  the  the  young  and  enterprising  ones,  of  small  property 
eoods,  it  must  be  seen  that  the  effect  Avill  l>e  to  !  and  limited  means,  will  be  driven  from  their  busi- 
lessen  their  bu'>inesv,  and.  consetjuently.  to  lessen  ness.  or  their  business  will  be  driven  from  them 
the  revenue.  I  into  the  monopolizing  hands  of  the  capitalists; 

It  has  also  been  said,  that  great  losses  must  have  {  and  if  we  are  disposed  to  gratify  them,  at  the  ex- 
been  sustained  by  the  Government,  in  consequence  |  pense  of  the  great  bulk  of  the  mercantile  people, 
of  these  credits  on  revenue  bonds.     Have  we  ever    and  at  the  expense  also  of  the  consumers,  we  shall 


heard  any  such  complaints,  even  from  the  Trea- 
sury Department  or  elsewhere  ]  No.  sir,  we  have 
not  heard  any  such  complaint,  because  no  such 
losses  have  happened.  The  revenue  which  has 
accrued  from  the  custom"^,  from  the  4ih  of  March. 


pass  xWi^  bill,  but  if  we  look  to  the  good  of  the 
many,  in  preference  to  that  of  the  few,  we  shall 
not  pass  it. 

Amongst  the  signatures  to  the  memorials  against 
di>eontinuing  credits,  we  find  the  names  of  many 


179P,  (the  commencement  of  tlie  present  revenue  I  capitalists,  who  would   be  benefited   by  such  dis 
system)to  the  endoftheyear  1819,  is  S351, 329,799. ,  continuance  as  is  contemplated  ;  but,  to  their  great 
upon  which  there  ha>  been  a  loss  o'(  §1,037,355.  |  credit,  they  are  willing  to  yield  such  advantages 
and  a  further  >um  of  .S54(>,9<j9  which  may  be  lost,  ,  to  the  public  good. 
in  whole  or  in  part ;  but.  suppt)sing  the  whole  to  j      If  these  credits  had  been  productive  of  heavy 


be  lost,  the  amount  of  losses  will  be  SI. 578,324 — 
a  little  short  of  45-inOths  of  one  per  cent.  In  the 
district  in  which  I  live, although  the  trade  tVom  that 
district  is  such  a'^  is  entitled  to  the  longest  credits 
given  by  our  laws,  the  losses  have,  I  believe,  been 
less  than  1-1  Wth  part  of  a  per  cent. ;  and  in  the 


losses  to  the  Government,  this  would  be  a  strong 
and  sufficient  rosjn  for  discontinuing  them;  but 
this  has  not  been  the  case. 

If  the  object  of  this  bill  is  to  aid  the  manufac- 
turing interest,  I  must  say  that,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  that  aid  ought  to  be  sought  in  some  other 
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way  than  by  coercing  people  to  abandon  com- 
merce (by  making  it  more  unprofitable  to  them) 
for  the  purpose  of  inducing  them  to  devote  a  por- 
tion of  their  capital  to  manufacturing  purposes ; 
and  really  it  is  only  in  this  way  that  I  can  per- 
ceive any  benefit  will  be  afforded  to  the  manufac- 
turing interest  by  this  bill.  It  will  not  have  much 
if  any  effect  upon  the  importation  of  European 
manufactures,  because,  if  the  greater  part  of  those 
importations  are  made  by  the  agents  of  foreign  es- 
tablishraenL^,  as  we  have  been  repeatedly  assured 
is  the  case,  those  agents,  on  the  arrival  of  their 
goods,  have  only  to  sell  a  bill  of  exchange  on  their 
principal  in  Europe  for  as  much  money  as  is  need- 
ed to  pay  their  duties;  and  these  bills  of  exchange 
are  always  a  cash  article  in  the  market.  This  de- 
scription of  importations  will  therefore  be  less 
affected  by  the  provisions  of  this  bill  than  any 
other. 

If  I  know  myself  I  am  a  friend  to  manufacturing 
establishments,  and  am  disjwsed  to  afford  to  that 
interest  every  aid  and  encouragement  that  can  be 
given,  consistently  with  due  regard  to  the  other 
great  interests  of  the  country.  The  other  day  I 
gave  my  vote  freely  and  satisfactorily  in  favor  of ! 
clothing  the  army  with  our  own  manufacture.s, 
without  restriction  as  to  price ;  but.  at  a  time  of  gen- 
eral depression,  I  cannot  consent  to  build  up  any 
one  interest  of  the  country  upon  the  ruins  ofi 
another.  '  , 

If  higher  duties  are  necessary  for  the  protection 
of  our  domestic  manufactures,  I  have  no  objection 
to  a  reasonable  increase  of  such  duties,  but  I  have 
always  considered  the  imposition  of  duties  upon  , 
a  minimum  price,  to  be  an  incorrect  vrzy  of  as-  j 
sessing  them  ;  it  is  a  mode  which  has  not,  I  believe,  ; 
ever   beeri  adopted  by  any  other  nation.     I  was ' 
therefore  induced  the  other  day  to  move  that  the  '< 
proviso,  in    the  contemplated    tariff,    relative  to ' 
coarse  cotton  goods,  be  stricken  out ;  not  however 
with  a  view  of  lessening  the  duty  on  such  goods, 
but  for  the  juirpose,  as  I  then  stated,  of  changing 
the  manner  of  assessing  that  duty  from  a  nominal 
to  an  actual   per  centage ;  and  whether  this  had 
been  fixed  at  50  or  150  per  cent.  I  should  not  have 
objected  to  it. 

I  am  unwilling  to  believe  that  the  framers  of 
this  bill  are  so  unfriendly  to  commerce  as  its  pro- 
visions seem  to  indicate  ;'  and  if,  under  an  impres- 
sion that  we  yet  have  too  much  commerce  and  too 
much  navigation,  they  think  that  a  further  reduc- 
tion would  be  beneficial,  I  ask  them  to  look  at  the 
Treasury  report  of  the  district  tonnage  for  the  last 
year,  and  see  if  the  reduction  there  exhibited  is  not 
sufficiently  rapid,  either  for  public  or  private  good. 
That  report  will  show  a  reduction  of  over  one- 
fourth  part  of  the  tonnage  of  the  United  States, 
employed  in  foreign  trade,  within  a  year ;  and  the 
report  of  next  year  will,  I  apprehend,  show  a  still 
farther  reduction;  if  it  does  not,  it  will  be  because 
we  can  neither  sell  nor  give  away  our  ships.  In 
consequence  of  this  reduced  and  depressed  state  of 
our  foreign  trade,  the  wages  of  our  seamen  have 
declined  to  one  half  what  they  were  a  year  or  two 
since  ;  and  should  this  and  the  tariff  bill  pass,  they 
mast  decline  still  further;  and  shall  we,  Mr.  Chair- 


man, deprive  of  their  daUy  bread,  shall  we  drive  to 
our  poor-houses  those  brave  men  whose  recent  and 
I  may  add  renowned  achievements  have  given 
such  imperishable  fame  to  our  country  "^  I  hope 
not.  *^ 

Sir,  we  are  now  called  upon  to  decide  whether 
we  will,  at  this  moment  of  general  depression  and 
distress,  abandon  a  system  which  has  been  in  suc- 
cessful operation  for  more  than  thirty  years ;  a  sys- 
tem which  has  been  productive  of  immense  wealth 
to  the  nation,  and  been  universally  acquiesced  in 
until  this  time,  and  adopt  a  new  one  of  untried  ope- 
ration and  effect,  one  which  imposes  .«uch  condi- 
tions as  are  not  imposed  by  any  other  commercial 
nation,  and  such  as  ought  not  to  be  imposed  by 
this,  unless  we  are  disposed  to  aid  the  nations  of 
Europe  to  build  up  their  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion, upon  the  downfall  of  our  own. 

The  passage  of  this  bill  will  make  the  foreign 
trade  of  the  country  a  monopoly  in  the  hands  of 
the  capitalists  and  foreign  agents,  will  injure  if  not 
ruin  all  the  young  and  enterprising  merchants  of 
moderate  property,  will  enhance  the  nrice  of  for- 
eign articles  to  the  consumer,  not  only  by  lessen- 
ing the  importations,  but  by  placing  them  in  the 
hands  of  capitalists  who  can  and  who  will  hold 
them  for  high  prices,  will  have  a  tendency  to  lessen 
the  price  of  our  own  products  by  lessening  the 
number  of  purchasers  tor  exportation,  will  lessen 
the  revenue  at  least  for  several  years  to  come ;  and 
what  is  worse  than  this,  it  would  be  productive  of 
smuggling  and  other  fraudulent  practices,  the  temp- 
tations to  which  ought  to  be  more  cautiously  avoid- 
ed in  this  country  than  in  any  other,  because  our 
extensive  seacoast  and  innumerable  rivers,  bays, 
and  creeks,  afford  greater  facilities  for  these  prac- 
tices than  are  found  in  any  other  country. 

Engaged  as  I  am  in  commercial  pursuits,  it 
may,  and  probably  will,  be  supposed  that  I  am 
induced  by  motives  of  self-interest  to  oppose  the 
passage  of  this  bill ;  for  the  purpose,  therefore,  of 
preventing  the  effect  of  such  a  supposition,  I  as- 
sure the  Committee  that,  as  an  individual,  I  feel 
rather  indifferent  than  hostile  to  the  provisions  of 
the  bill.  My  own  private  interest  would,  I  think, 
be  rather  benefited  than  injured  by  the  passage 
of  it;  but  knowing  as  I  think  I  do  that  it  will  De 
productive  of  mucn  public  as  well  as  private  inju- 
ry, and  that  the  present  state  ofcommerce  will  not 
bear  it,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  oppose  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  neard  much  about  the 
"  balance  of  trade,"  which  is  said  to  have  been 
very  much  against  this  country  for  a  number  of 
years  past ;  and  gentlemen  seem  to  have  made  up 
their  opinions  on  this  subject  from  the  custom- 
house returns  of  imports  and  exports,  and  to  have 
concluded  that  the  excess  of  the  latter  over  the 
former,  proves  a  balance  to  this  amount  against 
us.  In  the  first  place,  these  returns  are  very  im- 
perfect, and,  if  they  were  otherwise,  would  not 
(as  they  are  now  made)  afford  a  correct  means 
whereby  to  ascertain  the  balance  of  trade  of  this 
country ;  these  returns  might  guide  us  to  a  tolera- 
bly correct  conclusion,  if  our  exports  were  sold  and 
our  imports  purchased  on  our  own  shores.  But 
these  alone,  however  correctly  made,  are  not  suffi- 
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.  cient  for  a  commercial  nation.  We  are  the  car- 
riers of  the  greater  part  of  our  own  exports  and 
imports ;  therefore,  all  the  advantage  of  freight 
ana  profit  (when  there  is  any)  is  to  be  brought 
into  the  calculation.  Until  the  late  embarrass- 
ments of  commerce  we  had  upwards  of  eight  hun- 
dred tons  of  shipping  employed  in  the  foreign 
trade ;  the  freight  of  which  tonnage  alone,  at  twen- 
ty-five dollars  per  annum,  (which  is  the  lowest 
price  at  which,  in  ordinary  times,  the  vessels  can 
DC  supported,)  would  amount  to  twenty  millions  of 

.dollars,  and  would  pay  that  apparent  balance  of 
trade  against  us  ;  and  I  will  endeavor  to  show  that 
the  imports  may  exceed  the  exports,  even  much 
beyond  this,  without  creating  a  balance  against 
us.  To  illustrate  this,  let  us  suppose  the  amount 
of  exports  for  the  present  year  to  be  one  hundred 
millions  of  dollars,  which,  in  consequence  of  bad 
markets  abroad,  produces  only  eighty  millions,  and 
that  this  eighty  millions,  invested  abroad  in  foreign 
articles,  produces,  on  return  to  the  United  States, 
in  consequence  of  other  bad  markets,  only  sixty 
millions.  This,  according  to  the  theory  of  some 
gentlemen,  would  be  a  very  profitable  trade,  be- 
cause the  imports,  according  to  the  custom-house 
returns,  would  be  less  than  the  exports.  But,  I 
ask,  how  long  could  we  sustain  such  a  profitable 
trade  as  this  ?  Why,  sir,  in  the  short  space  of  two 
years  and  a  half  we  should  sink  the  whole  amount 
of  our  annual  exports. 

Now,  let  us  further  suppose  the  same  amount  of 
one  hundred  millions  of  dollars  to  be  exported  the 
next  year,  which,  owing  to  better  foreign  markets, 
produces  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions,  and 
that  one  hundred  millions  of  this  are  invested  in 
merchandise  and  twenty  millions  in  specie ;  and 
that  this  one  hundred  millions,  on  return  to  this 
country,  in  consequence  of  more  favorable  mar- 
kets, is  worth  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions, 
which,  with  the  twenty  millions  in  specie,  would 

five  us  one  hundred  and  forty  millions  for  the  one 
undred  millions  exported.  This,  according  to  the 
same  theory,  would  be  a  very  destructive  business, 
because,  according  to  the  cu>tom-house  returns, 
(as  these  returns  are  now  made,)  it  would  leave  a 
"balance  of  trade'  of  twenty  millions  against  us; 
and  if  those  returns  were  made  to  include  the  spe- 
cie, the  balance  would  appear  tu  be  forty  millions 
against  us.  But  who,  I  ask,  do  we  owe  for  this  ? 
Is  it  not  so  much  gained  by  domestic  industry  and 
enterprise  ?  Most  assuredly  it  is.  And  this  is'  such 
a  balance  of  trade  as  I  should  always  be  willing 
to  be  concerned  in  ;  and  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Bald- 
win) would  have  no  objection  to  a  share  of  it, 
the  custom-hou.se  report^  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

The  accounts  of  the  Treasury  Department  show 
that  the  exchange  has  been,  almost  universally,  in 
favor  of  this  country  for  the  last  twenty  years,' and 
that  a  large  gain  has  been  realized  on  the  public 
remittances  to  Europe  within  that  time;  and  this 
alone  is  sufficient  to  refute  the  doctrine  which  has 
been  advanced  by  some  gentlemen  on  this  subject. 
The  East  India  trade  has  also  been  spoken  of, 
and  by  some  gentlemen  who  are  not  perfectly  ac- 


quainted with  it.  They  seem  to  think  that  the 
importations  from  thence  are  principally  manu- 
factured articles,  which  is  not  the  case.  It  is  true, 
that  large  importations  of  coarse  cottons  were  for- 
merly made;  but  the  present  duty  has  operated  as 
a  prohibitory  one  upon  that  article  for  home  con- 
sumption, and  the  very  small  parcels  that  are  now 
brought  are  for  exportation.  There  have  been  large 
importations  of  silk  goods  from  China,  and  some 
nankeens  are  yet  brought  from  thence;  and  these 
may  be  said  to  be  almost  the  only  manufactured 
articles  now  imported  from  beyond  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  Our  cargoes  from  thence  are  princi- 
pally of  sugar,  coffee,  tea,  pepper,  and  other  spices. 
A  year  or  two  past,  raw  cotton  was  brought  from 
thence  for  the  European  markets  ;  but  I  presume 
there  was  not  a  single  bale  imported  the  last  year. 
These  articles  are  paid  for  chiefiy,  though  not 
entirelv,  with  specie.  Some  investments  made  in 
Bengal,  Java,  and  China,  are  paid  for  in  skins, 
copper,  sandal  wood,  and  other  articles  from  the 
Pacific  ocean  ;  in  wines  and  other  liquors ;  quick- 
silver, opium,  and  other  articles  from  this  and 
other  countries ;  and  by  drafts  on  Europe  and  the 
United  States.  And  of  the  specie  annually  sent 
to  India  and  China,  it  may  be  estimated  that  one- 
third  to  two-fifths  of  it  is  procured  in  and  shipped 
from  Europe.  And  no  inconsiderable  portion  of 
this  specie  is  raised  from  the  proceeds  of  our  own 
products  which  are  shipped  to  Europe  for  that 
purpose.  And  it  may  be  added  that  a  part — and 
a  very  considerable  part,  too — of  the  specie  ship- 
ped from  the  United  States,  is  imported  specially 
lor  that  purpose. 

I  believe  that  the  annual  sales  of  India  and  China 
goods  in  Europe  usually  exceed  the  amount  of 
specie  taken  from  this  country,  and  sometimes  ex- 
ceed the  whole  amount  taken  by  our  vessels  from 
Europe  to  this  country.  A  part  of  these  goods 
which  are  sold  in  Europe  are  taken  directly  there 
from  India  and  China,  but  the  larger  part  are  first 
brought  to  this  country,  and  such  as  are  not  wanted 
in  our  markets  are  subse<juently  shi[»ped  to  Eu- 
rope. So  that  this  trade  is  neither  so  destructive 
or  injurious  as  some  gentlemen  seem  to  imagine; 
if  it  were,  it  must  and  would  have  terminated  long 
since. 

But  for  this  trade,  we  should  have  had  to  pay 
much  higher  prices  for  sugar,  coffee,  tea,  and  ma- 
ny other  articles  of  common  consumption  in  this 
country. 

This  trade  produces  a  large  revenue  to  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  it  employs  from  three  to  four  thousand 
seamen ;  is  the  best  nursery  for  that  class  of  men, 
and  the  very  best  one  for  officers  of  any  branch  of 
our  foreign  trade,  and  has  tended  more  than  any 
other  branch  to  improve  the  structure  of  our  ships 
and  the  skill  of  our  navigators. 

Although  this  trade,  like  every  other,  is  depressed 
at  this  time,  yet  it  is  more  safe  than  any  other 
now  pursued  from  the  United  States.  And  if  it  is 
wished  to  paralyze  the  commerce  and  commercial 
enterprise  of  the  country,  it  cannot  so  effectually 
be  done  in  any  other  way  as  by  restraints  upon  the 
India  trade. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  explained  more  fully 
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my  views  in  relation  to  this  trade,  but  I  find  my- 
self too  unwell  to  proceed.  Before  I  resume  my 
seat,  however,  I  move  you,  sir,  to  strike  out  the 
first  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Low.NDEs  also  assigned  the  reasons  why  he 
also  was  opposed  to  the  bill,  and  particularly  to 
the  provisions  which  contemplate  restrictions  on 
the  East  India  trade. 

Mr.  Clay  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Silsbee  and 
Mr.  Low.NDEs,  and  urged  the  adoption  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Low.NDEs  again  spoke;  and  Mr.  Clay  re- 
joined. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  speaking  earnestly  in  support 
of  the  bill ;  when  an  alarm  of  fire,  in  the  city, 
induced  the  Committee  to  rise  (at  four  o'clock) 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  April  25. 

Mr.  Anderso.v,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  additional 
land  offices  in  the  State  of  Alabama,''  reported 
the  same  with  amendments  ;  which  were  read, 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  the  amend- 
ments were  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  imposing  a  duty  on  plaster 
of  Paris  imported  from  certain  parts  of  the  province 
of  New  Brunswick,  to  countervail  a  duty  lately 
imposed  by  the  legislature  of  that  province  on  that 
article  when  exported  from  certain  other  parts  of 
the  same  province. 

On  motion  of  .Mr.  Tyler,  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  so  amending  the  law  establishing  a 
collection  district  at  Richmond,  in  the  State  of 
Virginia,  as  to  cause  said  district  to  include  all 
the  waters,  &c.,  from  the  mouth  of  Chicahomony 
river  up  to  the  mouth  of  Apomattox  river,  or  its 
junction  with  James  river. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit:  1.  '"An  act  granting  certain  privileges  to  the 
Ocean  Steamship  Company,  of  New  York;"  and 
2.  "An  act  for  the  relief"  of  Richard  Smyth ;" 
were  severally  read  twice  and  referred,  the  former 
to  the  Committee  of  Commerce,  and  the  latter  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 

Krovide  for  the  building  an  addition  to  the  custom- 
ouse  now  erecting  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
for  the  use  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  State  of  Louisiana,"  was  read  the  first  time. 
The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Steele," 
was  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  au- 
thorizing the  settlement  of  the  accounts  between 
the  United  States  and  Richard  O'Brien,  late  Ame- 
rican Consul  at  Algiers,-'  and  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 


REVISION  OF  THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bills  concerning 
the  duties  on  imports  and  the  mode  of  their  collec- 
tion. 

The  bill  now  under  consideration,  is  the  bill  re- 
flating the  payment  of  duties  on  merchandise 
imported,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  question  immediately  before  the  House  be- 
ing on  Mr.  Sil.'jbee's  motion  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Baldwin  resumed  and  concluded  the  speech 
which  he  yesterday  began,  in  support  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  followed  in  decided 
opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Whit.man,  of  Ma.ssachusetts,  said,  he  was 
opposed  to  this  bill.  I  am  opposed,  said  he,  to  the 
whole  of  this  grand  scheme  of  the  Committee 
on  Manufactures,  constituting,  as  their  chairman 
(Mr.  Baldwin)  has  declared,  a  great  system  for 
the  encouragement  of  national  industry.  That 
gentleman  has  distinctly  announced  that  this,  to- 
gether with  the  tariff  bill,  now  laid  aside  for  the 
moment,  and  a  bill  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auc- 
tion, constitute  this  grand  system.  And,  sir,  they 
are  all  from  the  same  standing  committee,  and  are 
all  referred  to  the  same  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  and  all  tend  manifestly  to  one  object,  as 
has  been  distinctly  avowed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania.  It  is,  indeed,  impossible  not  to  see 
that  the  arguments  which  will  apply  to  the  prin- 
ciple, that  IS,  to  the  main  scope  and  design  of^one 
bill,  will  apply  equally  to  that  of  the  other  two.  I 
shall  therefore  follow  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, and  consider  the  subject  at  large. 

It  is  not  a  little  singular  that  we  should,  at  this 
period  of  our  Government,  for  the  first  time  have 
a  standing  Committee  on  Manufactures.  What 
originated  the  Government  of  the  United  States? 
Was  it  constituted  with  a  view  to  manufactures? 
Is  there  any  specific  delegation  of  power  in  our 
Constitution  for  this  object?  Have  we  even  any 
direct  control  over  manufacturing  establishments? 
Can  we  legislate  directly  in  regard  to  them?  Have 
not  the  individual  States  exclusive  and  absolute 
control  over  every  establishment  of  this  kind  within 
its  own  limits  ?  Hitherto  we  conducted  the  affairs 
of  this  nation  with  some  view  to  the  original  de- 
sign of  this  Government.  We  have  been  content 
generally  to  do  that  which  we  were  distinctly  and 
explicitly  authorized  to  do,  viz..  to  regulate  com- 
merce— external  commerce  and  commerce  between 
the  States.  This  was  the  primum  mofnk  which 
pushed  the  Constitution  into  existence;  and,  while 
we  have  been  content  to  pursue  this  object,  the 
effects  have  been  singularly  fortunate. 

If  we  look  back  to  the  period  anterior  to  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and  contrast  it  with 
that  which  has  succeeded  if,  shall  we  find  that 
there  ever  was  an  instance  of  any  thing  like  this 
contrast  in  any  period  or  in  any  nation  in  the 
world  besides?  From  the  most  abject  national 
poverty  and  distress ;  from  a  total  inability  to  pay 
any  portion  of  a  Revolutionary  debt — the  price  of 
our  independence — of  one  hundred  and   tnirty  or 
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one  hundred  and  forty  millions  of  dollar^ ;  with  a 
scarcity  of  circulating  medium,  which  rendered  it 
impossible  for  the  citizens  in  our  States  to  pay 
even  the  pllry  taxes  levied  upon  them  for  the 
support  of  the  State  governiuent>,  and,  in  some 
instances,  insurrections  existing  on  account  of  it ; 
from  this  miserable  and  degraded  condition  we 
have,  by  the  mere  force  of  commercial  regulations, 
authorized  by  the  Constitution,  l>ecome  wealthy, 
powerful,  and  happy. 

From  commerce  we  have  derived  nearly  all  the 
revenue  for  our  srreat  national  purjwses.  In  the 
short  period  of  thirty  years,  we  have  derived  from 
it  S^18,731.161,  which  has  preserved  our  credit, 
and  enabled  us  to  pay  tiie  principal  and  interest  oi' 
our  national  debt,  to  the  amount  of  5ii:J00,450,U2:j  75. 
And  all  this  almost  without  being  perceptible  to 
the  people.  \ 

The  individuals  of  tiie  community  have,  at  the 
same  time,  kept  pace  with  the  Government  in  the 
acquisition  oi  wealth,  in  the  increase  of  agricul- 
ture, in  the  extension  of  our  settlements,  in  the  en- 
largement of  our  cities,  and  in  the  embellishment 
of  our  country.  | 

And  now  we  are  about  to  contemn  commerce,  ' 
to  cripule  and  oppress  jt,  and,  if  iKJi^ible,  destroy 
it — and  for  what ;     It-fC  for  the  purpose  of  aiding 
a  premature  and  unnatural  growth  of  certain  large 
manufacturing  e>tablishments. 

I,  sir,  am  in  favor  of  manufactures  to  a  reason- 
able extent,  and  would  go  any  legitimate  lengths 
for 'their  encouragement.     But  I  would  not  sacri- , 
fice  other  great  and  leading  interests,  and  those 
especially  which  are,  by  the  Constitution,  confided  \ 
to  our  guardian.->hip  and  protection,  to  that  of  any 
other  interest  whatever.     "Live  and  let  live,"  it 
has  been  well  remarked,  is  the  maxiiiiuf  our  Gov- , 
ernment.     All  the  great  interests  are  to  be  e<]ually 
protected  and  encouraged. 

Manufactures  must  and  will  flouri>.h  in  New 
England,  when  they  will  flourish  any  where  in 
the  Union.  Our  habits  of  industry,  the  ruggedness 
of  our  soil,  the  severity  of  our  climate,  and  the 
compactness  of  our  population,  peculiarly  fit  us  for 
becoming  a  manufacturing  {)eople.  , 

If  there  be  any  jwrtion  of  industry  deserving  of 
encouragement,  it  is  that  employed  in  agriculture.  [ 
It  is  that  which,  with  the  mechanic  arts  attached 
to  it,  and  growini;  with  it,  insures  us  a  plenty  of 
the  necessaries  ot  life,  and  without  which  we  can-  \ 
not  even  subsist.  It  will  secure  us  against  famine, 
and  prepare  us  to  encounter  the  severest  reverses 
of  fortune.  It  is  that  in  which  nine-tenths  of  the 
people  of  this  country  are  solely  interested.  What- 
ever, then,  will  subserve  the  purposes  o{  this  great 
leading  interest,  must  not  be  neglected.  In  fact, 
everv  other  interest  should  lean  towards  the  support 
of  this,  and  should  have  no  encouragement  wliat- 
ever  when  it  has,  in  any  degree,  a  contrary  tendency. 

For  the  promotion  of  agriculture  and  the  ordi- 
nary mechanic  arts,  there  is  nothing  to  be  com- 
pared to  commerce.  The  life  of  these  dej)end  on 
finding  a  market  for  their  surplus  products.  Com- 
merce furnishes  this  market.  The  great  manufac- , 
luring  scheme  can  never  do  it  to  an  extent  in  any 
degree  comparable. 


Our  great  seaports  are  wholly  dependent  on 
commerce  ;  and  the  country  is  not  less  dependent 
on  seaports  to  furnish  a  ready  market.  The  mer- 
chant contributes  most  efl'ectually  to  general  in- 
dustry, and  the  activity  of  the  circulating  me- 
dium, and  to  the  life  and  spirit  of  business.  He 
sets  to  work  more  mechanics  than  the  largest 
manufacturer  ever  can.  He  has  in  his  train  those 
who  raise,  cut,  and  procure  the  wooden  materials 
for  building  his  ships;  his  ship  carpenters,  his 
blacksmith^,  his  ropemakers,  his  riggers,  his  caulk- 
ers and  gravers,  his  sailors  and  laborers — a  train 
oftenlimes  amounting  to  from  one  hundred  to  one 
thousand  men,  constantly  employed  at  very  ad- 
vantageous rates.  All  tiiese  are  furnished  with, 
and  consume  tlie  agricultural  products.  Besides 
all  this,  the  exports  to  foreign  countries,  annually, 
of  agricultural  products,  is  very  large.  For  the 
last  year,  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  December  last, 
the  authentic  documents  from  the  Treasury  show 
the  amount  to  have  been  over  jj;4G,000,000.  These 
exjwrts  cannot  be  made  unless  we  can  import  at 
the  same  time,  and  we  cannot  imi>ort  if  duties  are 
so  high  that  we  cannot  sell  but  at  a  loss.  No  na- 
tion will  take  our  products  without  we  will  take 
theirs  in  return. 

If  this  anti-commercial  project  should  succeed, 
the  agriculturi-^t  is  to  have,  here  and  there,  a  large 
manufacturing  establishment,  which,  at  its  own 
price,  will  take  from  him,  possibly,  a  quarter  j«irt 
as  much  as  those  depending  on  a  single  merchant, 
and  without  any  chance  for  the  exportation  of  the 
residue,  or  of  that  which  would  otherwise  l)e  ex- 
ported. Thus  it  is  that  this  scheme  is  entirely  to 
ruin  one  class  of  men  and  impoverish  another  of 
infinitely  more  importance  than  all  others  to  the 
nation. 

Who  are  these  manufacturers  that  are  so  clam- 
orous for  protection  ?  Not  those  now  established 
and  doing  well;  they  are  silent.  Nor  the  me- 
chanics, viz.,  the  blacksmiths,  the  shoemakers,  the 
tailors,  the  shipwrights,  the  joiners,  the  masons, 
the  tanners,  &c.,  &c.,  that  have  grown  with  the 
growth  of  commerce  and  agriculture.  The  in- 
terests of  these  are  to  he  sacrificed. 

The  number  that  calls  for  this  sacrifice  of  com- 
merce is  comparatively  small ;  they  are  but  the 
dust  in  the  balance.  And  what  do  they  require  of 
us  ?  It  is,  that  we  should  consent  to  pay  from 
one-fifth  to  one-third  more  for  many  of  the  great 
necessaries  of  life  than  we  otherwise  should,  and. 
at  the  same  time,  to  depress  the  price  of  labor  and 
of  the  native  products  of  our  country,  exclusively, 
for  their  benefit.  Uo  not  our  people  understand  that 
this  is  to  render  one  portion,  and  a  thousand  times 
the  largest  portion  of  our  jK-ople.  tributary  to  the 
other  ? 

I  had  believed  that  every  country,  understand- 
ing its  true  interests,  had  considered  it  most  for 
the  interest  of  the  citizens  generally,  that  labor 
should  have  a  destination  to  that  species  of  em- 
ployment which  is  naturally  the  most  productive. 
If  any  one  sj)ecies  of  industry  needs  a  contribu- 
tion, and,  in  that  way,  a  subduction  from  that  of 
another,  or  of  all  others,  it  is  very  clear  that  it  is, 
excepting  in  a  few  instances,  unworthy,  of  en- 
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and  that  those  engaged  in  it  should    have  seen  that  they  are  with  difficulty  kPDi  from 
be  left  to  change  their  occupations.  ,  an  undue  influence. 

It  is  certainly  not  for  the  interest  of  this  nation  In  this  country  we  have  a  specimen  even  now 
to  make  any  one  class  ot  men  a  privileged  order,  j  in  their  infancv!  of  what  they  can  do'  here  An 
and  allow  them  to  live  by  extracting  assistance  a.ssociation  in  Philadelphia,  calling  itself  a  Soci- 
from  the  hard  earnings  of  others.  There  may  be  !  ety  for  the  Promotion  of  National  Industry  has 
a  description  ot  manufactures,  which  it  maybe  its  branches  m  every  part  of  the  Union  with 
necessary  we  should,  at  all  events,  manufacture,  which  it  corres}K>nds,  and  which  it  directs  and 
They  are  those  which  cannot  be  procured  in  a  instigates,  and  sets  in  motion,  by  the  means  of 
time  of  peace,  prejiaratory  to  a  time  of  war,  if  any  pamphlets  and  aewspaper  essays.  Its  inflamma- 
such  there  be.  Fire-arms  and  implements  of  war  torv  and  unfounded  statements  have  pervaded 
have  been  considered  as  of  this  description.  We,  everv  part  of  the  Union.  Each  member  of  the 
therefore,  manufacture  our  small  arms  at  an  ex-  present  Congress  has  been  favored  with  enough  to 
pense,  perhaps,  double  of  that  at  which  we  could  make  two  large  volumes  at  least.  And  these 
import  them.  There  may  be  other  descriptions  of  have,  for  a  moment,  deluded  the  jKople,  and  made 
manufactures  which  it  may  be  wise  and  politic  to  them  believe  it  is  wise  to  annihilate  commerce  in 
encourage  by  bounties,  or,  which  is  the  same  thing,  order  to  build  up  great  manufactories.  -If  they 
b|'  laying  high  duties  on  the  imported  article.  ^  can  do  this  in  the  gristle,  what  will  they  do  in  the 
They  are  such  as  we  cannot,  at  once,  carry  on  for  bone?"  The  more  you  grant,  the  more  they  will 
want  of  competent  skill,  and  which,  with  a  little  '  require.  Avarice  is' never  .satisfied.  If  you  yield 
encouragement,  we  would,  in  a  short  time,  ac- '  to  them  now,  it  will  but  furnish  motives  to  come 
quire.  A  temiwrary  encouragement  in  such  cases 
would  be  wise.  But  it  can  never  be  wise  to  force 
the  growth  of  manufactures  that  will  always  re- 
quire extraordinary  aid  to  keep  them  in  operation, 

and  which  are  not  essential  to  our  defence  in  time  ^, 

of  war.     The  labor  employed  in  .such  manufacto-    and  the  common  mechanic  must  defray  all  charges. 


again. 


After  destroying  commerce,  you  must  resort  to 
direct  taxation.  But  you  must  not  tax  the  great 
manufacturer.  This  would  be  against  the  en- 
couragement of  national  industry.     The  farmer 


ries  would  be  more  productive  if  employed  else 
where;  and  we  have  no  interest  in  diverting  the 
natural  and  most  productive  course  of  industry  to 
that  which  is  less  so. 

Whatever  is  reasonable  and  politic  I  am  willing 
to  do  in  aid  of  manufactures.  Yet,  I  have  no  de- 
sire to  see  the  energies  of  this  Government  wielded 
solely  in  aid  of  great  manufacturing  establish 
I  have  no  d 


Your  twenty  millions  of  dollars  annually  must  be 
levied  on  agriculture  or  agricultural  products.  If 
we  should  yield  any  thing  like  what  is  so  much 
desired ;  if  we  should  plant  large  manufacturing 
establishments  all  over  our  country,  and  assimilate 
our  policy  to  that  of  England,  we  shall  find  out, 
when  it  is  too  late,  that  we  have  reared,  in  a  hot- 
bed, an  enirine  that  can  and  will  be  brought  to 


ments.  I  have  no  desire  to  see  that  kind  of  en-  bear  upon  us,  and  will  be  wielded  in  a  way  that 
couragement ^iven  here,  at  present,  which  is  given  ,  we  do  not  dream  of  This  wide-spread  combina- 
in  Europe.     There  is  no  reason  for  it.     The  dif-  j  tion,  guided  by  the  dictates  of  a  common  interest, 


there 
ferent  situations  of  two  countries  demand  a  dif- 
ferent course  of  policy.  England,  which  we  are 
so  triumphantly  called  upon  to  imitate,  furnishes 
no  similitude  in  this  particular;  she  has  a  popula- 
tion which  is  her  strength,  and  with  which  she 
cannot  part  but  with  her  existence,  and  which 
cannot  be  there  employed  in  agriculture.  Hence 
she  is  under  the  necessity  of  giving  extraordinary 
encouragement  to  manufactures,  in  order  to  retain 
her  j)eople,  constituting  her  physical  strength,  at 
home.  Had  she  uncultivated  lands  without  limit, 
and  of  the  most  extraordinary  fertilitv,  can  we 
believe  that  she  would,  or  that  it  would  be  wise 
for  her,  to  afford  these  extraordinary  encourage- 
ments to  large  manufacturing  establishments? 

Great  manufacturing  establishments  are  not  de- 
sirable in  our  country.  They  would  have  an  in- 
fluence over  the  people  that  is  to  be  dreaded,  espe- 
cially in  a  country  like  ours.  Ours  is  a  Govern- 
ment of  sentiment.     Whatever  the  i)eople  icnV,  at 


will  do  as  they  have  done — they  will  move  heaven 
and  earth  to  accomplish  their  designs.  I  beg 
leave  to  quote  a  book  which  has  been  written  by 
one  of  the  most  ingenious  and  critical  observers' 
of  men  and  things  in  his  own,  or,  perhaps,  in  any: 
other  country.  Speaking  of  the  manufacturers  ini 
England,  he  says:  ••  They  are  aware  of  their  own 
'  numbers.  The  moral  ff^ling  which,  in  the  peas- 
'  ant,  is  only  blunted,  i.s^  in  these  men,  debauched. 

•  A  manufacturing  jwpulation  is  always  ripe  for 
'  rioting.  The  direction  which  it  may  take  is  ac- 
'  cidental.  In  1780  it  was  against  the  Catholics; 
'  in  1790,  against  the  Dissenters.  Governments 
'  who  found  their  prosperity  upon  manufactures 

•  sleep  upon  gunpowder.'" 

It  has  been  remarked  by  the  honorable  Speaker, 
that  '•  merchants  have  been  the  pet  of  this  coun- 
try.* It  is  true  that  we  have  done  much  in  rela- 
tion to  them;  but.  sir,  we  have  only  done  what 
the  Constitution  required.     But  have  we  not  de- 


any  particular  moment,  must  be  done.  These  :  rived  from  this  pet  ample  remuneration  for  all  our 
^reat  manufacturing  establishments  have  but  one  i  care  and  pains  ?  From  what  other  class  of  citi- 
mterest.  It  is  an  interest  adverse  to  commerce,  ,  zens  could  we  have  derived  three  hundred  and 
and  oppressive  to  agriculture.  The  owners  of  j  eighteen  millions  of  revenue  in  the  short  space  of 
these  establishments  can  instantly  unite,  and  will  thirty  years?  Would  the  manufacturers  have  con- 
unite,  from  one  extreme  of  the  country  to   the  j  sented  to  have  l>een  thus  exclusively  taxed?    Could 


other  to  accomplish  any  favorite  purpose;  and 
even  in  monarchies,  in  strong  Grovernmenls,  we 


we  even  have  derived  such  a  revenue  from  the 
agriculturists,  numerous  as  that  body  is?    But  it 


i 


2003 


HISTORY  OF   CONGRESS. 


2004 


H.  or  R. 


Revision  of  the  Tarig. 


April,  1820. 


will  be  said  that  the  consumer  pays  this  tax.     That 
is  true,  and  the  same  would  be  the  case  if  it  were 
assessed   upon   manufacturers.     They   must   sell 
proportionably  higher,  according  to  the  tax  levied ; 
and  the  farmer  must,  in  order  to  derive  the  regu- 
lar profit  from  his  land  and  labor,  in  case  he  is 
taxed,  add  to  his  products  in  proportion  to  the  tax. 
In  relation  to  either  of  these  three  classes,  in  pro- 
portion as  vou  tax  them,  you  deprive  them  of 
ability  to  make  a  profit.     If  you  tax  the  products  of 
the  merchant   high,   his  ability  to  grow  rich   is 
diminished  also ;  because  the  articles  taxed  must 
become  dearer,  and  dearness  diminishes  consump- 
tion.    The  same  is  the  case  with  all  other  classes. 
If  you  require  high  taxes  of  the  farmer,  his  pro- 
ducts must  become  proportionablv  dear,  and  no 
more  will  be  consumed  than   is  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  sustenance,  and  none  will  be  exported. 
The  farmer,  indeed,  has  the  advantage  of  the  other 
classes.     What  he  raises  consists  almost  wholly 
of  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  must  be  had  to  a 
certain  extent,  be  the  prices  what  they  may.     It 
is  otherwise  with   the  products  of  the  merchant. 
They  are  almost  wholly  of  articles  which  people 
can  subsist  without.     High  taxes  upon  him,  there- 
fore, are  more  certain  to  work  his  ruin.     Yet  al- 
most all  our  revenue  has  been  derived  from  the 
products  of  the  merchant ;  and  it  has  been  derived 
in  a  manner  thai  nobody  complained  of,  in  a  form 
in  nowise  oppressive  or  burdensome;  and,  indeed, 
almost  without  knowing   thnt  we  paid  any  tax 
at  all. 

In  levying  our  tax  upon  the  merchant,  we  have 
been  guided   by  scarcely  any  other  consideration 
than  that  of  deriving  from  him  the  most  we  could 
get.     We  have  asked  ourselves  but  this  question, 
'How   much   would   the    article    bear   without 
amounting  to  a  prohibition,  and  without  furnish- 
ing such  an  inducement  to  smuggling  a^  would  de- 
feat the  collection  of  the  tax  ?"     And  by  this  rule, 
until  lately,  have  we  been  governed.     We  have 
had  experience  enough  of  the  inconveniences  of 
any  other  mode  of  collecting  a  revenue.  We  have 
collected,  since  the  formation  of  the  Government, 
812,560,130  from  land  taxes,  and  but  S:il.7l5,%7 
from  excise.     Yet   the   difficulties   of  collecting 
these  sums  have  been  extremely  embarrassing  and 
perplexing.     The  collection  of  the  whole  S318,- 
731,161,  derived  from  imports,  has  ken  attended 
with  no  difficulties  or  perplexities  whatever  to  the 
public,  however  it  may  have  been  to  the  importer, 
m  comparison  with  what  has   been  experienced 
from  the  land  tax  alone.     Yet,  this  wild  scheme 
of  high  duties,  for  the  purpose  of  excluding  im- 
portations, will  inevitably  drive  us  to  land  taxes 
and  to  excises. 

Trade  is  extremely  depressed,  as  well  as  every 
thing  else.  The  merchants  have  been  losing  con- 
tinually for  several  years.  The  change*  in  for- 
eign affairs  has  affected  them  extremely ;  and, 
through  them,  all  the  other  classes  of  the  com- 
munity. It  certainly  does  not  become  us  now  to 
add  to  their  depression.  All  the  gentlemen  advo- 
cating this  manufacturing  scheme  have  spoken  of 
this  extreme  depressed  state  of  trade — of  the  nu- 
merous  failure^   and   distresses  among  the  mer- 


chants, and  some  of  them,  I  am  sorry  to  say  it, 
with  seeming  delight.  We  should  have  expected 
rather  that  something  would  have  been  done  for 
their  relief ;  that  their  sufferings  would  have  been 
commiserated  ;  and  least  of  all  should  we  expect 
that  the  manufacturers  would  pounce  upon  them 
at  this  moment,  and  endeavor  to  complete  their 
ruin.  It  savors  too  much  of  what  we  too  fre- 
quently meet  with  in  common  life.     It  is  an  old 


saying  that,  "when  a  man  gets  to  going  down 


saving    njav,  T.I.V..     ,«..      ^ ."     ^ B        . 

hill,  every  one  stands  ready  to  hit  him  a  kick." 
We  have,  surely,  something  like  it  here. 

If  the   merchants   have   been   the   pet   of  this 
country,  it  is  in  a  way  that  no  other  class  of  the 
community  would  like  to  be  its  pet.     Whenever 
we  have  had  occasion  to  collect  revenue,  it  has 
been  from  the  merchant,  to  the  utmost  that  he 
could  bear.     Whenever  we  have  had  occasion  to 
make  sacrifices,  it  has  been  of  the  interest  of  the 
merchant.     Look  at  the  restrictive  system,  con- 
tinued from  1807  to   1812,  with  occasional  inter- 
missions.    Look  at  the  condition  of  the  merchant 
during  the  war.     The  merchant  is  brought  up  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  be  unfit  for  any  other  calling. 
He  lays  himself  out  to  the  extent  of  his  means  in 
wharves,  stores,  ships,  and  their  cargoes.     Thus 
situated,  the  restrictive  system  was  enforced  with 
the  utmost  rigor ;  and  the  merchant  was  cut  up 
root  and  branch ;  and  not  only  his  personal  exer- 
tions were  at  a   stand,  but    his  property,  of  the 
most  perishing  nature,  was  left,  everywhere,  to  rot 
upon   his   hands.     After   a   perseverance   in   this 
course  of  policy  for  almost  five  years,  a  war  was 
declared,  the  disasters  of  which  fell  almost  exclu- 
sively upon   the   merchant.     But  more   yet ;  the 
Government  has  not  only  in  this  way  made  the 
merchants  a  pet,  as  the  honorable  Speaker  would 
have  it,  but,  after  spoliations  had  been  committed 
by  the  French,  to  the  amount  of  many  millions, 
the  Government  relinquished  the  Avhole,  in  part 
payment  for  Louisiana;  not   a   dollar   of  which, 
notwithstanding  the  numerous  petitions  that  have 
been  presented,  has  ever  been   paid  to  the  mer- 
chant.    And,  again,  the  spoliation-^  which  were 
committed  by  Spain,  amounting,  as  is  supposed, 
to  at  least  fifteen  millions,  has  been  agreed  to  be 
relinquished  for  the  Floridas ;  five  millions  alone 
'  of  the  consideration  for  which,  did  we  agree  to 
pay  over  to  the  individual  sufferers. 

And  now,  after  suffering  every  disaster,  and 
bearing  every  burden,  and  after  such  a  change  in 
the  affairs  of  the  world,  as  has  subverted  the  for- 
mer calculations  of  merchants,  and  overwhelmed 
them  in  a  wide-spread  ruin,  you  will  now,  I  sup- 
pose, by  way  of  continuing  them  to  Ik?  your  pet, 
superadd  insufferable  dutie*;,  and  instant  cash  pay- 
ments. 

The  credit  heretofore  extended  to  tnem  for  du- 
ties, is  complaint d  of  as  a  favor.  '^  ou  first  re- 
quired of  them,  almost  exclusively,  to  submit  to 
be  taxed  for  the  entire  support  of  Government — a 
tax  as  heavy  as  it  was  m  any  degree  practicable 
to  collect  of  them,  and  now  complain  that  they 
were  allowed  any  time  to  pay  it ;  and  now  will 
exact  cash  payments,  excepting  on  a  few  articles, 
on  which  you  graciously  condescend  to  give  a  very 
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short  credit.  You  will  now  assail  the  merchant 
just  at  a  time  when  he  can  scarcely  keep  his  head 
above  water,  by  adding  new  burdens,  and  de- 
manding payment  in  cash,  instantly.  When  the 
credit  system  was  formed,  it  was  predicated  upon 
an  idea  that  it  would  enable  the  merchant  to  pay 
more,  and  the  amount  levied  was  proportionably 
increased.  The  honorable  Speaker  says,  that  the 
merchants  alone  have  reaped  the  benefit  of  this 
credit.  This  is  a  mistake.  The  merchants,  hav- 
ing a  credit  from  Government  for  the  duties,  have, 
not  only  for  the  duties,  but  for  the  whole  amount 
of  the  articles,  given  an  equally  extended  credit 
to  the  retailer,  and  the  retailer,  in  his  turn,  to  the 
consumer.  All  classes,  therefore,  have  reaped  the 
advantage^  and  equally,  too,  with  the  merchant. 
I  know  this  to  have  been  the  case  in  the  town  in 
which  the  honorable  Speaker  lives.  I  once  spent 
some  time  there  ;  and  the  traders  there  purchased 
large  quantities  of  goods,  and  brought  them  there 
from  Philadelphia,  wholly  on  credit. 

It  is  of  no  inconsideraole  importance  for  us  to 
maintain  some  degree  of  steadiness  in  our  com- 
mercial regulations.  An  old  regulation  to  which 
we  are  accustomed,  is,  oftentimes,  much  better 
than  a  novel  regulation,  however  good  it  may  be, 
to  which  we  have  not  been  accustomed.  The 
present  system  of  giving  credit  has  been  practised 
upon  for  thirty  years ;  it  is  well  understood ;  all 
the  arrangements  of  the  merchants  are  adapted  to 
it.  The  proposed  regulation,  in  this  point  of  view, 
if  it  were  a  good  one,  which  it  is  far  from  being, 
is  extremely  odious. 

But  gentlemen  have  undertaken  to  assert  that 
commerce  is  wholly  cut  up;  and  allege  that  we 
must  not  look  to  it  any  longer  as  a  source  of  em- 
ployment, and  as  affording  a  system  of  revenue. 
One  gentleman  (.Mr.  Storr.^)  has  called  it  a  rot- 
ten system.  We  have  here  a  prediction,  I  suf)- 
pose,  the  fulfilment  of  which  the  proposed  course 
of  measures  is  intended  to  secure.  Some  men  will 
predict  evil,  and  are  so  anxious  to  justify  their  pre- 
tensions to  the  gift  of  prophecy  that  they  use  their 
endeavors  to  verify  the  prediction.  But  I  trust  the 
people  will  consider,  whatever  gentlemen  here  may 
do,  that  what  lias  taken  place  will  aflTord  no  war- 
rant for  their  predictions. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  calculated  on 
sixteen  millions  of  revenue  from  commerce  alone 
for  the  year  to  come ;  and  his  expectations  will  be 
realized  if  gentlemen  here,  by  their  mad  projects, 
in  order  to  secure  the  fulfilment  of  their  predic- 
tions, should  not  succeed  in  their  schemes.  A  com- 
merce which  will  secure  sixteen  millions  of  reve- 
nue, is  not  to  be  despised  by  the  Government  of 
this  or  any  other  country. 

Gentlemen  have  indulged  themselves  in  many 
philippics  against  the  India  trade.  Ignorance  is 
often  full  of  evil  surmises.  It  is  said  it  drains  the 
country  of  specie.  True  it  is,  that  much  specie  is 
employed  in  this  trade ;  but  we  do  not  so  distinct- 
ly see  how  much  specie  this  trade  ultimately  re- 
stores to  us.  One  thing  we  know  ;  and  that  is,  that 
the  India  merchants  have  accumulated  immense 
capitals,  and  have  seldom  or  never  failed  in  busi- 
ness ;  and  whenever  they  choose  to  retire  from  bu- 


siness, have  the  largest  command  of  specie  of  any 
description  of  merchants.  If  we  understood  the 
nature  of  the  India  trade,  we  should  not,  except  in 
hostility  to  merchants  and  commerce  generally, 
cry  out  against  it.  There  is  no  branch  of  trade 
that  ever  has  enriched  the  country  like  the  influx 
of  this  wealth  of  the  Indies  ;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
no  branch  of  trade  that  has  ever  paid  a  higher 
revenue  to  Government.  These  are  certainly  very 
desirable  objects. 

The  course  of  the  India  trade  is  misconceived. 
Gentlemen  merely  know  that  immediately  after 
the  war  five  or  six  millions  of  specie  were  exported, 
to  be  employed  in  the  India  trade,  and  they  do  not 
see  in  what  way  this  is  ever  to  return.  They  do  not 
consider  that  this  was  the  capital  of  the  India  mer- 
chants, which  they  had  before  employed  in  this 
very  trade,  and  which  had,  in  consequence  of  the 
restrictive  system  and  war,  been  accumulating  on 
their  hands  in  this  country  for  seven  or  eight  years ; 
and  that,  as  soon  as  the  war  was  over,  and  the 
freedom  of  trade  restored,  they  re-eraployed  their 
capital  as  before.  If  their  business  were  again  to 
meet  with  a  similar  check,  their  specie  would  again 
resume  its  inactivity,  and  be  found  to  have  aug- 
mented very  considerably  during  the  time  it  had 
been  employed.  While  inactive,  it  would  be  in 
the  country,  and  would  gratify  the  eye  of  a  miser, 
but  it  would  be  making  no  augmentations.  Like 
every  other  species  of  capital,  it  must  be  employed, 
in  order  to  be  productive. 

The  India  trade  is  carried  on  in  various  ways. 
No  inconsiderable  portion  of  our  large  ships,  with 
comparatively  no  specie,  and  with  an  equipment 
consisting  of  gewgaws  and  trinkets,  visit  the  North- 
west coast  01  America,  and  there  traffic  with  the 
natives,  and  furnish  themselves  with  peltries  and 
things  valuable  in  China,  to  which  they  proceed, 
and  ultimately  bring  home  large  cargoes  of  teas, 
spices,  sugars,  coffee,  &c.  Others  carry  out  cargoes 
to  Europe,  and  there  lade  with  European  products, 
and  proceed  from  thence  to  India.  But  some  carry 
out  specie  almost  entirely,  direct  to  India,  and 
return  with  cargoes.  But  gentlemen  do  not  un- 
derstand that  the  greater  part  of  these  India  car- 
goes are  not  sold  in  the  United  States,  but  they 
are  reshipped  to  various  quarters  of  the  globe.  Not 
probably  more  than  one-third  of  all  that  is  import- 
ed from  India  has  been  consumed  in  the  United 
States,  and  that  third  at  least  has  been  the  earn- 
ings of  the  ships  and  capital  employed.  The 
amount  of  capital  in  the  United  States  is  thereby 
ultimately  increased. 

A  trade  that  enriches  all  concerned  can  never 
be  a  bad  trade.  The  ship-builder,  the  iron  manu- 
facturer, the  cordage-maker,  and  hemp-grower,  the 
producer  of  the  ship-timber,  the  sailmaker,  the 
mariner,  and  the  merchant,  are  all  enriched  by  it. 
And  who  i<  injured  ?  Certainly  no  one.  The 
consumer  is  not  injured,  because  he  would  other- 
wise have  to  pay  dearer  for  the  same  articles.  If 
a  trade,  then,  which  injures  nobody,  and  benefits 
such  vast  numbers,  and  produces  such  a  vast  por- 
tion of  revenue  to  Government,  be  not  a  good  trade, 
I  know  not  what  is. 

I  take  it  for  granted  that  no  man  is  wild  enough 
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to  deny  that  individual  wealth  is  public  wealth 
and  a  public  blessing :  that,  to  have  large  capitals 
in  the  hands  of  individuals  is  to  make  the  country 
powerful  ;   and  that  it  increases  its   resources  in 
time  of  danger. 

The  merchants  are  depended  ujwn  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, almost  exclusively,  in  lime  of  distress,  for 
loans ;  and  none  have  loaned  more  than  have  the 
India  merchants.  The  town  in  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Silsbek)  resides, 
affords  the  most  plenary  proof  of  the  advantages 
of  the  India  trade,  of  the  resources  it  produces,  and 
of  the  value  of  these  resources  to  Government. 
That  town  has  been  more  engaged  than  any  other 
of  its  size  in  this  trade.  The  consequence  is,  that 
it  has  the  most  wealth,  according  to  its  population, 
of  any  in  the  United  States  ;  and  in  the  same  pro- 
portion has  it  afforded  its  aid  to  Government. 

There  is  one  part  of  the  scheme  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  that  I  would  assent  to.  If  the 
auction  sales  can  be  regulated  by  an  excise,  so  as 
to  prevent  frauds  and  impositions  upon  the  revenue. 
I  should  cheerfully  vote  for  it.  But  as  to  his  mad 
schemes  for  depressing  commerce,  and  ruining  the 
merchants,  and  burdening  agriculture,  I  can  but 
abhor  them.  He  says  these  schemes  have  not  come 
from  Pittsburg.  1  care  not  where  they  come  from. 
He  says,  too,  that  his  proposed  cash  payments  for 
duties  have  been  recommended  by  the  merchants. 
A  few  capitalists — men  desirous  of  engrossing  the 
whole  of  the  mercantile  business,  to  the  exclusion 
of  all  the  young,  the  active,  and  the  enterprising, 
who  depend  on  their  personal  resources  for  their 
succesii — men  who  are  base  enough  to  regard  noth- 
ing but  their  own  mercenary  views,  I  grant  him, 
have  recommended  his  scheme.  But  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Silsbee.)  who  is 
in  a  situation  to  derive  as  much  benetit  from  cash 
payments  as  any  man  in  the  United  States,  has 
honestly  disclosed  what  will  be  the  effects  of  such 
a  system ;  and  every  honorable  merchant  will  tell 
you  the  same.  \o  man  can  fail  to  see  the  effects 
of  this  scheme  who  will,  for  a  moment,  look  at  the 
subject.  I  had  supposed  it  to  be  the  policy  of 
every  Government,  and  especially  of  ours,  to  cher- 
ish enterprise,  to  encourage  the  active,  to  enable 
the  poor  to  become  rich,  and  not  guard  the  rich  so 
that  the  means  of  acquiring  wealth  should  be  ex- 
clusively with  them.  Have  we  not,  in  this  country, 
an  aversion  to  aristocracy  1  And  yet,  here  is  to  be 
erected  a  moneyed  aristocracy — the  worst  of  all 
aristocracies. 

I  deprecate  this  monstrous  stride  in  favor  of 
manufactures  on  another  account.  If  I  know  my 
ownfheart,  I  am  a  friend  to  the  reasonable  and 
heaU'oful  growth  of  manufactures  in  our  country. 
but  f^^t  that  bloated  growth  which  tends  to  apop- 
lexy." It  is  in  the  nature  of  all  extremes  to  vibrate. 
\{  yH:  now  give  manufactures  a  premature  growth, 
the  wind  will  change  and  they  will  beoverw-nelmed 
in  utter  ruin.  We  are  now  running  into  one  ex- 
treme. The  people  of  the  country  will  understand, 
ere  long,  that  they  are  taxed,  and  taxed,  too,  not 
for  their  own  benetii,  but  for  the  benefit  of  a  priv- 
ileged class  ;  that  their  earnings  are  taken  from  them 
and  given  to  the  manufacturer.     The  people  now. 


some  of  them  at  least,  are  deluded  with  the  notion, 
that  it  is  a  fine  thing  to  have  our  manufactories 
among  ourselves.  But  they  will  awake  from  this 
dream,  when  they  not  only  find  that  they  have  to 
pay,  but  to  pay  dearly,  for  this  whistle.  The  con- 
sequence will  be,  that  we  shall  be  set  to  work  to 
retrace  our  steps,  and,  when  set  to  going,  we  shall 
go  to  the  other  extreme,  and  undo  all  that  has  been 
done  for  manufactures.  We  are  very  apt,  in  this 
country,  to  be  running  mad  after  some  v/im /a^uu* 
or  other.  We  are  now  running  mad  after  manu- 
factures; we  shall  next  be  running  mad  against 
them.  Let  there  be  an  excise  laid  on  whiskey  for 
the  support  of  manufactures,  and  then  see  what 
the  constituents  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania will  .say. 

In  setting  ourselves  to  work  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  manufacturers,  we  should  carefully  feel 
our  way.  We  should  go  no  farther  than  we  can 
go  with  a  prospect  of  being  steady  in  our  support. 
Ileliance  upon  the  |)ermanency  of  our  encourage- 
ment will  be  more  valuable  than  any  increase  of 
our  favor  without  such  reliance.  A  versatile  pol- 
icy is  always  destructive.  We  had  better  be  con- 
tent as  we  are,  than  seek  for  that  which  we  cannot 
retain.  It  is  an  old  saying,  that  •'  Better  is  the 
enemy  of  Well."  We  are  always  uneasy ;  always 
thinking  we  can  do  better  ;  and  always  letting  go 
our  hold  upon  '•  Well,'' and  looking  for  '"Better;" 
and  in  this  way  working  our  own  ruin.  The  man- 
ufactories of  New  England  now  have  a  moderate, 
but  a  reasonable,  encouragement.  We  are,  never- 
theless, as  is  natural,  uneasy,  and  want  something 
better.  We  may  obtain  what  we  presently  wish. 
But  I  beg  to  be  permitted  to  warn  my  friends 
against  their  delusive  hopes.  It  will  subserve  the 
purposesof  their  rivals,  and  bring  them  prematurely 
into  competition,  and  finally  overwhelm  both  us 
and  them  in  one  irretrievable  ruin. 

Mr.  Tri.mble  then  delivered  his  sentiments  in 
favor  of  the  bill. 

There  was  then  some  conversation  on  the  pro- 
priety of  reporting  the  bill  for  increasing  the  du- 
ties on  imports  forthwith,  that  it  might  he  finally 
acted  on,  and,  if  it  passed  this  House,  that  it  might 
be  before  the  Senate  whilst  the  discussion  was 
going  on  here  on  the  bill  now  under  consideration, 
for  requiring  cash  payments  on  certain  duties,  and 
on  the  other  bill  before  the  same  committee,  for 
imjwsing  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of 
sales  at  auction.  IVothing.  however,  was  finally 
settled  on  this  head. 


Wednesday,  April  20. 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  a 
petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  that,  for  the  present,  real  estate  may  be 
exempted  from  taxation,  and  that  an  excise  may 
be  levied  on  domestic  distilled  spirits,  both  as  a 
source  of  revenue  to  the  nation,  and  as  a  protec- 
tion to  public  morality  ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  S.MiTH,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief 
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of  Richard  Smyth,''  reported  the  same,  without 
amendment ;  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Southard,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  the  act  entitled  "An  act 
making  provision  for  the  civilization  of  the  Indian 
tribes  adjoining  the  frontier  settlements,"  passed 
the  3d  of  March,  1819,  reported  that  it  would  be 
inexpedient  to  repeal  the  said  act.  Laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  McCoy,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Piatt," 
reported  the  same,  without  amendment ;  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 

Fjrted  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Newsom, 
eler  Crook,  and  James  Rabb ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Maclay,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  Leiper."  reported  the  same,  with- 
out amendment ;  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Com- 
mitte.'  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Silsbee.  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the  building 
of  a  certain  number  of  small  vessels  of  war,"  re- 
ported the  same,  with  an  amendment;  which  was 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  authorize  the  employment  of  an 
additional  naval  force." 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  building  an  addition  to  the  custom- 
house now  erecting  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
for  the  use  of  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  State  of  Louisiana,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act  confirming  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Caho- 
kia,  in  the  Stale  of  Illinois,  in  laying  out  a  town 
on  the  commons  of  said  village,''  reported  the 
same,  without  amendment ;  and  it  was  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

OHIO  AND  MICHIGAN  BOUNDARY. 
Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Land  Committee,  re- 
ported, without  amendment,  the  joint  resolution, 
referred  to  them,  for  establishing  the  boundary 
line  betwen  the  State  of  Ohio  and  the  Territory 
of  Michigan.  The  question  beinff  slated  on  or- 
dering the  resolve  to  be  engrossed- 
Mr.  Brihh  moved  to  lay  the  resolve  on  the 
table,  desiring  time  to  examine  it,  not  having 
been,  from  accident,  present  when  the  resolve  was 
first  moved. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  short  debati^.  in 
which  it  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Anderson,  Mr. 
Woodbridge,  and  .Mr.  Sloan,  on  the  ground  of 


'  the  lateness  of  the  session,  and  the  improbability 

that,  if  laid  on  the  table,  it  would  be  again  taken 

up  at  the  present  session.     It  was  supported  by 

;  Mr.  Ross  and  Mr.  Brush,  on  the  ground  that  the 

■  line  proposed   by  the  resolve  was  not  the  proper 

1  line,  but  would  6e  injurious  to  the  interesLs  of  the 

I  Slate  of  Ohio,  without  being  at  all  beneficial  to 

Michigan.     It  was  important,   it  was  admitted, 

that  the   line  should  now  be  established ;  but  it 

was  equally  important,  that,  when  it  is  established, 

it  should  be  the  proper  line. 

The  resolve  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  by 
a  vote  of  GO  to  44. 

REVISION  OF  THE  TARIFF.  » 

The  House  then  again  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  regulating  the  mode  of  collecting 
the  duties  on  imports,  &c.  Mr.  Silsbee's  motion 
to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill  being  yet 
^under  consideration. 

Mr.  Alexander  said,  he  hoped  he  should  claim 
the  indulgence  of  the  Committee  for  a  short  time, 
while  he  expressed  the  reasons  that  would  influ- 
ence his  mind  in  the  decision  of  the  subject  then 
j  before  it.  He  was  aware  of  the  disadvantages 
under  which  he  labored,  and  trusted  that  he  might 
be  pardoned  in  assuming  to  himself  any  part  of 
the  discussion  on  so  important  a  question.  His 
apology,  however,  in  throwing  himself  upon  the 
patience  of  the  Committee  would  be  found  in  the 
very  brief  remarks  that  he  should  submit  to  its 
consideration. 

I  cannot  permit  myself,  said  Mr.  A.,  to  remain 
satisfied  that  the  present  is  merely  "a  bill  to  regu- 
late the  duties  on  imports,"  which  would  have  jus- 
tified my  silence  on  the  occasion,  but  that  it  is 
something  more,  as  clearly  appears  from  the  latter 
part  of  its  title,  and  it  would  more  properly  be  en- 
titled, "a  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  domestic 
manufactures,"  the  avowed  object  of  its  advocates. 
Nor  can  I  persuade  myself,  continued  he,  notwith- 
standinir  the  ingenious  and  imposing  manner  in 
which  the  subject  has  been  placed  by  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  (Mr.  Baldwin,) 
who  opened  the  debate,  that  the  other  great  inter- 
ests of  the  country  have  been  associated  and  iden- 
tified with  it  in  principle,  while  all  due  regard  has 
likewise  been  paid  to  the  revenue  of  the  Govern- 
ment, no  less  important.  Here  we  find  ourselves 
unfortunately  at  issue,  and  it  becomes  us  calmly  to 
deliberate  and  weigh  well  the  effects,  before  we 
yield  our  assent  to  the  truth  of  a  position,  which, 
to  say  the  least  of  it,  is  extremely  problematical. 
The  gentleman  who  was  first  in  the  debate  (Mr. 
B.)  has  openly  denounced  the  present  system  of 
revenue,  (derivable,  by  much  the  greatest  part, 
from  duties.)  as  unsound  and  inadequate  for  the 
purposes  of  Government ;  and  he  declares  his  read- 
iness to  adopt  a  more  permanent  one,  operating 
directly  as  a  tax  upon  the  people.  In  this  opinion, 
he  fortifies  himself  under  the  Message  of  the  Pre- 
sident upon  the  opening  of  the  session  of  Congress, 
and  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
the  state  of  the  finances.  So  far  as  these  can  add 
strength  to  his  argument,  (and  no  one,  I  am  per- 
suaded, is  more  disposed  to  give  weight  to  tneir 
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characterjhan  myself,)  he  is  fully  entitled  to  their 

~        "  ise  grow  out 

of  an  affirniaiive  expression,  1  think  it  may  be  fair- 


benetit._  But,  if  a  negative  can  anv  wjse  grow  out 

sion,  1  thinK  it 
ly  inferred  m  both  case: 


In  the  one,  the  President  informs  us  that  "it  is 
'  deemed  of  crreat  importance  to  encourage  domes- 
'  tic  manufacture>;  but  how  far  it  may  be  practi- 
'  cable,  paying  due  regard  to  the  other  great  inter- 
'  ests  of  the  nation,  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of 
'  Congress."  In  the  other,  the  Secretary  observes: 
"  It  is  believed  that  the  present  is  a  favorable  mo- 
'  ment  for  affording  efficient  protection  to  that  in- 
'  creasing  and  important  interest,  (meaning  raan- 
'  ufactures.)  if  it  can  be  done  consistently  with  the 
'  general  interest  of  tiie  nation."  Now,  as  far  as 
my  "  wisdom"  is  concerned  in  the  consideration.  I 
am  for  affording  them  no  further  encouragement, 
"paying  due  regard  to  the  other  great  interests  of 
the  nation ;''  nor  do  I  think  *'  it  can  be  done  con- 
sistently with  the  general  interests  of  the  nation." 
And  as  thev  use  terms  corresponding  so  preci.'ely 
to  express  tfieir  opinions  upon  the  subject,  it  is  but 
fair  to  presume  they  must  entertain  corresponding 
ideas  as  to  the  effects  of  the  system. 

Now,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  further  re- 
marks: "It  is  not  probable  that  any  modification 

*  of  the  existing  tariff  can  supersede  the  necessity 
'  of  resorting  to  internal  taxation,  if  the  expendi- 
'  ture  is  not  diminished."  This,  1  believe,  has  not 
been  done  in  any  case,  saving  the  Yellow  Stone  ex- 
pedition, and  the  little  item  that  seems  to  have  been 
considered  as  the  paraphernalia  of  tlie  Attorney 
General.  '•  Should  Congress,"  continue  >  he,  "  deem 
'  it  expedient  to  modify  the  present  rate  of  duties, 
'  with  a  view  to  afford  that  protection  to  our  cotton, 
'  woollen,  and  iron  manufactures,  which  is  neces- 
'  sary  to  secure  to  them  the  domesti<-  market,  the 

*  necessity  of  resorting  to  a  system  of  internal  tax- 
'  ation  will  be  augmented." 

Surely  the  President  did  not  intend  to  recom- 
mend a  measure  that  would  re>ult  in  a  system  of 
internal  taxation,  without  recommending  it  like- 
wise, who,  upon  its  repeal,  professed  his  readiness 
to  propose  its  adoption  ajrain,  whenever  a  proper 
occasion  should  occur.  The  opinion  of  the  Sec- 
retary, then,  may  be  regarded  as  opposed  to  the 
argument  employed  by  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, (Mr.  Baldwin,)  to  show  that  the  reve- 
nue would  suffer  no  diminution  in  conseijuence  of 
a  modification  of  the  existing  duties,  so  as  to  give 
additional  aid  to  the  domestic  industry  of  the 
country. 

But.  said  Mr.  A.,  it  has  lately  Ixrn  discovered 
that  the  present  mode  of  supplying  a  revenue  for 
the  Government,  is  unwise,  impolitic,  and  was 
never  a  favorite,  although  it  has  existed  ever  since 
its  commencement.  If  any  thina:  were  wanting  to 
disprove  an  argument  so  entirely  fallacious  in  it- 
self, it  is  furnished  by  the  very  circumstance  of  the 
long  duration  of  the  system,  which  is  the  best  evi- 
dence of  its  popularity,  and  least  objectionable 
character.  That  system  which  can  carry  on  the 
operations  of  Government  with  the  least  txpense 
to  the  nation,  while  it  promotes  its  industry,  must 
be  preferable  to  one  where  all  its  efibrts  are  para- 
lyzed, by  being  attended  with  excessive  burdens. 


'  The  situation  of  Holland  may  be  adduced  in  sup- 
port of  the  fact,  that,  while  the  capital  of  the  coun- 
try has  been  employed  in  the  profits  of  stock,  in- 
stead of  increasing  the  productive  labor  of  the 
nation,  she  has  suffered  her  trade  to  decay,  and  her 
manufactures  to  Ix'come  annihilated,  by  a  ruinous 
and  oppressive  taxation,  even  upon  the  nece.ssaries 
of  life.  The  same  cause  may  be  traced  to  the  Al- 
cavala  in  Spain,  whose  attention  being  more  di- 
rected to  the  protection  of  her  colonies,  and  the 
working  of  her  mints,  than  to  the  improved  con- 
dition of  the  wealth  of  her  society,  by  a  total  ne- 
glect of  agriculture,  she  presents  at  this  time  a  poor, 
slavish,  and  degraded  people,  without  commerce, 
without  manufactures,  without  industry. 

It  will  be  perceived,  then,  said  Mr.  A.,  that  I  as- 

,  sume,  as  the  basis  of  my  argument,  that  the  branch 
of  industry  which  is  capable  of  supporting  the 
greatest  quantity  of  capital,  is  most  advantageous 
to  the  community,  and  consequently  to  the  nation, 
and  should  remain  unfettered,  unrestrained,  in  ex- 
clusion of  the  claim  of  any  other  towards  encourage- 
ment;  or.  in  other  words,  that  nations,  like  indi- 
viduals, might  be  permitted  to  pursue  their  own 
interests  in  their  own  way.  Leaving  the  channel 
of  trade  perfectly  free  and  natural,  there  can  remain 
but  little  doubt  but  that,  like  the  fluid  which  gives 
health  to  the  system,  it  will  seek  its  proper  level, 
and  contribute  to  the  mutual  benefitof  each  branch; 
and  wherever  the  wealth  of  individuals  has  been 
promoted,  that  of  the  society  will  be  augmented 
in  an  equal  degrw.  But  depress  it  by  force  of 
causes,  and  it  immediately  bei^omes  like  the  stag- 
nation of  blood  in  the  body,  and  there  is  danger  of 
an  apoplexy. 

Statesmen.  Mr.  A.  said,  were  never  more  use- 
lessly t mplnyed  than  in  attempting  to  direct  the 
avenues  of  trade,  by  producing  an  equal  division 
of  labor  ainonj  them.     These  depend  upon  cir- 

i  cumstances  as  variable  and   undefinable   as   the 

:  causes  that  operate  upon  the  circulating  medium 
of  a  country,  which,  since  no  human  ingenuity, 
law.  or  punishment,  has  ever  yet  l>een  able  to  reg- 
ulate, so  neither  are  they  within  the  control  of  any 
power,  without  detriment  to  the  public  interest. 
But  it  has  been  said,  that  national  pride  should  in- 
duce us  to  adopt  a  policy  countervailing  that  of 
foreign  Powers,  by  which  Ave  throw  off  a  state  of 
dependency  altogether  in  favor  of  the  citizen,  to 
become  subjected  to  a  greater  and  more  intolerable 
degree  of  servitude. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  A..  I  -honld  be  extremely  sorry  to 
see  our  pride  so  far  gel  the  better  of  our  judgments, 
as  to  lead  to  a  course  ruinous  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  country;  little  else,  in  fact,  I  humbly  conceive, 
than  an  act  of  political  infanticide,  and  for  the  en- 
couragement of  manufactures,  which,  like  false 
i>ride,  always  places  true  beauty  in  the  back  ground. 
Thai  casts  may  arise  where  it  becomes  necessary 
to  resort  to  retaliatory  measures  I  shall  not  pretend 
to  deny,  but  mean  oiily  to  say,  that  this  is  not  one 
of  that  character;  and  eventhen  they  should  not 
b"  adopted  without  prop-r  cauti(^n  and  dt  lilnration, 
and  where  there  was  a  probability  of  removing  the 
evil  complained  of,  because  their  efforts  are  felt  in 
a  greater  or  less  degree  at  home. 


Even  England  lierself,  whose  policy  is  always 
made  the  fatal  example  of  reasoning,  (and,  unless 
"we  depart  somewhat  from  the  track  she  has  mark- 
ed out,  I  fear  we  shall  find  ourselves  at  last  in  the 
same  wretched  condition  of  poverty  and  distress 
which  she  at  present  exhibits,  groaning  under  a 
burden  of  excessive  taxation,  which  is  but  oppres- 
sion under  the  best  of  governments,)  has  not  found 
it  to  her  advantage  to  exclude  entirely  foreign  ar- 
ticles, many  of  which  she  is  capable  of  producing 
to  a  high  degree  of  perfection.  Although  high 
duties  are  imposed,  both  by  England  and  France, 
upon  the  respective  manufactures  of  each,  dictated, 
not  so  much  from  a  spirit  of  national  aggrandize- 
ment as  national  animosity,  goaded  on  by  the 
clamors  and  insatiable  avarice  of  monopolizing 
merchants  and  manufacturers,  yet,  trade  is  .still 
carried  on  between  them,  under  the  most  odious 
and  demoralizing  of  all  traffics.  And  when  we 
call  the  worst  passions  of  men  into  action,  it  is  rea- 
sonable to  apprehend  like  consequences  in  our  Gov- 
ernment, whose  basis  rests  on  the  moral  character 
of  its  citizens.  It  may  be  said  that  the  same  effect 
will  not  be  produced  here,  because  they  are  not  in- 
tended to  be  prohibitory.  I  shall,  however,  con- 
sider them  presently  in  this  point  of  view,  and 
endeavor  to  show,  unless  they  are  so  to  a  certain 
degree,  no  advantage  can  be  derived  from  the  in- 
crease, but  it  must  operate  entirely  as  a  tax  upon 
the  consumption  of  the  country.  The  wines  of 
France  are  permitted  to  be  imported  into  England, 
although  it  is  well  known  that  certain  parts  of  her 
kingdom  might  be  made  favorable  to  the  growth 
of  the  grape;  and  with  equal  propriety,  under  the 
idea  of  encouraging  domestic  industry,  ought  you 
to  extend  this  benefit  to  the  inhabitants  of  Vevay, 
or  any  other  portion  of  our  Southern  country, 
whose  soil  and  climate  are  peculiarly  suited  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  vine,  because  you  have  it  in  your 
power  to  supply  the  whole  United  States.  China, 
(who  treats  the  commerce  of  the  rest  of  the  world 
as  beggarly,  and  where  the  laborer  exalts  his  situ- 
ation little  less  than  that  of  the  Mandarin  himself, 
in  claiming  a  portion  of  the  soil  as  his  own,)  is  not 
shut  out  from  the  markets  of  England  with  her 
rich  fabrics,  although  many  of  them  are  success- 
fully promoted  within  her  own  dominions.  Yet, 
even  these  people,  for  the  want  of  a  more  liberal 
foreign  intercourse,  present  the  most  abject  state  of 
poverty,  ignorance,  and  barbarism  ;  and,  in  truth. 
It  may  be  said,  that  the  laborer  here  is  not  always 
"worthy  cf  his  hire." 

The  policy  cannot  be  otherwise  than  founded  in 
the  best  of  all  possible  reasons:  that  there  can  be 
no  justice  in  causing  fifty  or  an  hundred  times  as 
much  capital  and  labor  to  be  employed  at  home, 
in  the  production  of  an  article,  that  would  be  re- 
quired to  purchase  the  same  of  foreign  manufac- 
ture. There  are  advantages  possessed  by  some 
countries  in  a  greater  degree  than  others;  so  much 
so,  that  it  would  l>e  dangerous  to  come  in  compe- 
tition with  them,  and  folly  in  the  extreme  to  pro- 
secute a  policy,  where  would  be  seen  failure  in  the 
very  attempt,  and  total  annihilation  in  the  end. 

This  brings  me  to  consider  the  situation  of  our 
country  with  regard  to  England  in  such  a  contest. 
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where  she  would  occupy  entirely  the  '•  vantage 
ground."  I  take  it  to  be  a  correct  principle  for  the 
interest  of  a  nation,  to  augment  as  much  as  possi- 
sible  its  rude  products,  and  to  exchange  them  for 
foreign  commodities;  and  that  which  is  good  econ- 
omy among  private  families,  can  hardly  be  bad 
among  nations,  to  buy  of  others  what  we  cannot 
make  so  cheaply  ourselves.  For,  if  a  Government 
can  increase  the  quantity  of  its  annual  exports, 
whatever  is  gained  in  the  way  of  exchange  is  so 
much  added  to  the  capital  of  the  society,  and,  of 
course,  to  its  own  wealth ;  and  it  is  not  correct  to 
say,  that,  whatever  is  purchased  abroad  when  it 
can  be  made  at  home,  is  one  man's  loss  and  ano- 
ther's gain  ;  the  difference  of  price  in  bringing  the 
articles  to  market  forming  the  difference  in  value, 
which  may  relatively  be  in  favor  of  each. 

Such  is  the  very  purjwse  for  which  society  was 
established,  and  what  would  be  the  use  of  trade 
among  individuals,  were  they  to  manufacture  with- 
in themselves  all  that  their  wants  might  require? 
The  mechanic  of  one  description  finds  it  to  his  ad- 
vantage to  buy  of  that  of  another,  and  thus,  by  the 
combined  exertions  of  each,  society  becomes,  as  it 
were,  a  machine  to  carry  on  all  the  f  arious  opera- 
tions of  labor,  too  great  for  the  power  of  any  one 
individual  to  accomplish ;  and  if  nations  were 
governed  by  the  same  selfish  and  contracted  views, 
the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  world  would  soon 
be  at  an  end,  and  all  the  advantages  arising  from 
them  be  entirely  destroyed. 

But  it  is  as  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  a  nation 
to  encourage  foreign  trade,  as  it  is  for  individuals 
the  industry  of  each  other,  by  a  proper  division  of 
labor.  Considering  the  rest  of  the  world  as  a  man- 
ufacturing people,  it  is  more  important  to  us  that 
our  capital  should  be  employed  in  the  channel 
through  which  it  at  present  flows,  in  the  improve- 
ment of  agriculture,  than  that  of  any  other.  Nor 
do  I  conceive  the  arn;ument  of  my  honorable  col- 
league, (Mr.  Tyler,)  to  prove  that  we  stood,  in 
relation  to  the  rest  of  the  world,  as  a  granary, 
which  Egypt  once  was  to  Europe,  and  Sicily  to 
Italy,  at  all  shaken  by  that  employed  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Storrb,) 
to  show  that,  if  it  were  a  granary.  It  was  that  sort 
of  granary  which  permitted  all  our  grain  to  remain 
upon  our  hands.  For,  let  me  ask  the  honorable 
gentleman,  if  we  were  cut  off  from  the  extensive 
market  that  is  now  opened  for  the  reception  of  our 
produce,  and  confined  to  the  limits  of  the  United 
States,  would  we  not  be  more  properly  a  granary 
in  the  sense  in  which  he  used  it?  England,  pos- 
sessing advantages  peculiar  to  herself  in  this  re- 
spect, where  her  population  is  dense,  and  wages  of 
labor  are  comparatively  small,  find  it  to  her  mter- 
est  to  manufacture  for  the  greater  part  of  the  world ; 
wherea.s,  on  the  other  hand,  we,  whose  population 
is  sparse,  and  price  of  labor  is  high,  find  that  great- 
er profits  are  derived  from  agriculture.  Such  is 
the  fair  and  honest  course  of  trade  that  should  ex- 
ist among  nations,  that,  while  one  should  be  man- 
ufacturers, the  other  should  become  the  growers  of 
the  raw  material ;  and  thus,  the  competition  of  the 
whole  world  being  brought  to  a  particular  market 
for  the  rude  products  of  the  soil,  a  monopoly  to  a 
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certain  extent  is  obtainetl  in  the  one  case,  while 
It  is  diminished  in  the  other.  The  trade  which  is 
carried  on  in  this  way,  con^;i5ts  in  an  exchange  of 
the  rude  for  the  manufactured  article,  and  the 
smaller  the  quantity  of  one  which  is  required  to 
purchase  a  greater  quantity  of  the  other,  will  be 
the  proportionate  value  of  the  two.  Whatever 
lends  to  diminish  the  value  of  the  former,  by  high 
duties  or  prohibition-^,  operates  injuriously  in  two 
ways:  tirstly.  by  enhancing  the  value  of  the  for- 
eign commodity',  the  price  of  the  surplus  produce 
of* the  land  is  diminished,  and  a  monopoly  is  given 
to  the  home  manufacturer  and  artificer,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  landed  interest,  by  diverting  a  portion 
of  its  capital  to  another  employment.  And  it  would 
be  an  absurdity  to  say,  the  market  of  the  world 
is  open  to  you,  when  it  must  be  manifest,  unless 
you  export  something,  you  can  bring  nothing  in 
return. 

This,  then,  I  take  to  be  the  case,  said  Mr.  A., 
which  is  intended  to  be  produced  by  the  present 
measure;  and,  let  me  ask  if  it  is  just,  if  it  is  de- 
sirable, that  the  most  valuable  branch  of  industry 
should  suffer,  or  be  made  to  contribute  to  the  pro- 
tection of  any  other,  than  in  the  natural  way  ? 
For  one,  I  am  prepared  to  say  that  it  is  not,  gen- 
erally speaking;  and  as  agriculture  was  the  first 
among  the  Greeks  and  Romans  in  their  best  days, 
who  regarded  all  others  as  menial,  from  being  un- 
favorable to  the  exercises  of  the  Gymnasium  and 
Campus  Martius.  so  should  it  be  the  last  to  be  for- 
saken by  us.  For,  if  Hich  be  not  the  effect  of  the 
system,  I  take  it  for  granted  the  expected  result 
will  not  take  place.  If  the  duty  be  not  so  high  as 
to  diminish  the  revenue  of  the  country,  the  en- 
hanced value  of  the  foreign  will  only  give  an  equal 
advance  to  the  home  manufacture ;  and,  standing 
precisely  in  the  same  relation  to  each  other,  the 
superior  quality  of  the  former  will  give  it  a  pre- 
ference over  the  latter,  and  it  can  operate  only  as 
a  tax  upon  the  industry,  without  a  corresponding 
benefit.  I  take  the  fact  to  be.  said  Mr.  A.,  that 
the  manufacturing  interests  of  this  country  require 
a  greater  quantity  of  capital,  in  order  to  rarry  on 
their  operations,  than  it  is  within  their  power  to 
command. 

It  then  follows,  that  all  the  capital  of  the  nation 
IS  employed  in  the  most  natural  and  advantageous 
way  in  which  it  can  be  used.  The  deficiency  can 
be  supplied  in  only  one  of  two  way> — either  by 
diverting  a  portion  of  it  from  one  branch  of  trade 
to  another,  or  suffering  all  the  sources  to  remain 
uninterrupted  and  free,  until  they  ar«  filled,  and 
then  the  surplus  will  turn  itself  to  that  employ- 
ment which  brings  in  the  next  greatest  revenue, 
and  will  afford  the  proper  encouragement  to  in- 
dustry. I  am  disposal  to  adopt  the  latter  expe- 
dient, because  it  is  not  forced,  and  no  unnatural 
convulsions  are  likely  to  arise  out  of  it  to  the  com- 
mercial world,  and  to  avoid  the  former  as  alto- 
gether in  favor  of  the  producer  and  against  the 
consumer.  And  I  must  confess,  that  I  do  not  un- 
derstand this  way  of  taxing  the  right  hand  to  sup- 
port the  lelt.  Let  nature  have  her  course,  and  she 
will  work  out  lier  own  safety.  For,  I  lay  it  down 
as  an  incontrovertible  position,  said  Mr.  A.,  that 


the  general  industry  of  a  society  can  never  exceed 
the  capital  which  it  employs,  and  increases  in  pro- 
portion to  the  increase  of  its  capital.  Whenever 
this  takes  place,  it  immediately  seeks  and  finds  out 
new  and  different  objects,  to  which  it  is  directed, 
and  adds  to  the  productive  labor  of  the  country. 

If  the  fixed  capital  of  the  existing  manufactures 
be  sufficient  to  sustain  them,  I  contend  that  they 
re<|uire  no  further  support,  as  they  possess  superior 
advantages  over  any  foreign,  and  much  greater 
than  can  be  expected  to  be  enjoyed  by  new  ones 
coming  in  competition  with  them;  and  if  it  be 
intended  to  raise  up  new  manufactures,  not  by  the 
creation  of  new,  but  by  the  diversion  of  old  capi- 
ital,  it  must  operate  as  a  tax  upon  the  consumption 
of  the  country,  amounting  to  a  prohibition  of  all 
foreign  productions. 

It  is  in  vain  for  the  friends  of  the  system  to  say 
that  such   is  not  their  de^i^n ;  when  we  reason 
from  cause  to  effect,  and   view  the  interests,  pas- 
sions, and  prejudices,  that  lead  men  to  action,  we 
cannot  but  distrust  the  consec|uences,  and  look  to 
the  ultimatum  of  which  it  is  capable.     Suppose, 
for  a  moment,  that  it  should  succeed,  to  the  admi- 
ration of  its  advocates.     Can  it  be  expected  to 
bring  the  manufactures  of  our  country  ^which 
of  all  other  trades  requires  the  most  extensive  cir- 
culation) in   competition  with   those  of  foreign 
Powers,  where  labor  is  cheap,  and  who  are  many 
centuries  before  us,  or  is  it  intended  to  confine  their 
circulation  to  the  home  market  ?    If  the  former  be 
the  intent,  it  cannot  be  executed ;  and  the  latter 
must  equally  fail,  since,  for  all  valuable  purposes, 
the  agricultural  part  of  the  community  are  a  man- 
ufacturing class,  and  want  only  those  richer  and 
finer  fabrics,  which  it  is  impossible  for  us,  within 
any  short  lime,  if  ever,  to  bring  to  any  sort  of  j>er- 
fection.     And   then  will   the  American   tar,  the 
honest  defender  of  "  free  trade  and  sailors'  rights," 
become,  like  the  Chinese  boatman,  without  a  hovel 
to  breast  him  from  the  storms  of  the  ocean,  lying 
I  upon  his  oars,  in  the  bed  of  his  own  waters. 
i      But,  sir,  said  Mr.  A.,  there  is  a  point  of  view  in 
j  which  this  subject  excites  more  than  ordinary  con- 
'  cern  ;  and  1  tell  you,  and  I  tell  the  gentleman  from 
j  New  York,  (Mr.  Gro.<3s,)  there  is  a  state  of  de- 
I  pendency  more  intolerable,  "  more  unprincipled," 
approaching  very  nearly  to  that  colonial  bondage 
which  our  lathers,  in  the  majesty  of  their  strengtli. 
I  resolved  to  put  off^.     It  is  that  interest  which  will 
;  be  created  in  society  as  powerful  and  ungovern- 
,  able  as  the  waves  of  the  sea,  who.se  very  scowl, 
I  we  are  told,  like  the  rude  tempest,  carries  terror  to 
j  the  heart,  and  holds  a  Briti.sh  Parliament  in  duress. 
'  And  whenever  that  interest  shall  predominate,  the 
j  little  liberty  that  we  now  breathe  becomes  as  the 
;  taper  of  life — "  out,  out,  brief  candle !'     You  tax 
,  them ;  they  make  tlie  people  pay  it- 

[Here  Mr.  A.  read  a  passage  from   1st  vol.,  p. 
I  182,  of  Smith's  Wealth  of  Nations,  to  show  its 
influence  on  Governments.] 

I  speak  not  of  those,  either  here  or  elsewhere^ 
I  who  advocate  the  system,  but  of  the  system  itself. 
I  I  will  pursue  the  subject  no  further:  but,  it  is  my 
!  last  hope,  never  to  see  that  interest  reared  up,  a 
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the  expense  of  the  rest,  which  is  likely  to  rule  the 
destinies  of  my  country. 

IMr.  Archer,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  the  whole 
merits  of  the  bill  being  presented  by  the  motion 
under  consideration,  he  would  offer  himself,  for  a 
short  period,  to  the  notice  of  the  Committee.  He 
had  no  design  of  abusing  the  patience  he  solicited, 
by  going  at  large  into  the  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion, which  wa.s  one  of  the  most  extensive  in  the 
science  of  political  economy.  His  purpose  was 
limited  to  the  narrow  object  of  a  brief  exposition 
of  some  of  the  more  considerable  of  those  views  of 
the  question,  and  topics  connected  with  it,  which 
appeared  to  him  to  be  tiie  best  entitled  to  claim 
aiU'ntion,  or  the  most  calculated  to  attract  it. 

The  first  objection  to  the  bill  related  to  its  ap- 
parent inefficacy  in  reference  to  its  avowed  object. 
The  augmentation  of  the  duties  on  imports  which 
had   been   made  when  the  subject  had  been  last 
under   the   consideration   of  Congress,   in    1816, 
amounted,  Mr.  A.  believed,  to  an  average  of  about 
twenty-five  per  cent.     The  additional  augmenta- 
tion contemplated  by  the  present  bill  would  amount, 
he  had  been  informed — he  had  not  himself  made 
the  estimate — to  an  average  of  not  more  than  seven  , 
or  eight  per  cent.     Had  the  former  augmentation  | 
produced,  in  any  degree,  the  effect  which  was  now 
designed  of  protection  to  domestic  manufactures  ? 
No.     We  were  told  by  the  friends  of  the  protect-  , 
ing  system  that  our  manufacturing  establishments  I 
have  gone  to  absolute  ruin,  under  the  protection  | 
which  had  been  heretofore  afforded  them.     If  this  \ 
representation  were  correct,  could  the  increase  of: 
duties  now  proposed  be  considered  sufficient  for  I 
the  retrieval  from  ruin,  and  efficient  protection  of. 
these  establishments  ?     If  it  could,  the  imposition  j 
which  It  created  must  be  regarded  as  unreasonably  ' 
high  and  oppressive,  in  relation  to  all  classes  of  i 
the  community  other  than  that  which  was  in- ' 
tended  to  be  protected.     But  it  this  increase  could  ' 
not  be  considered  adequate  to  the  effect  which  had 
been  stated,  then  the  imposition  was  nugatory  to  ' 
its  alleged  object.     Take  it  either  way,  and  this  j 
imposition  would  either  be  excessive,  or  else  inad-  I 
equate.     In  either  character  it  was  equally  inde-  j 
fensible.     Mr.  A.  was  aware  that  an  object  larger  ': 
than  the  alleged  object  of  the  bill,  had  been  im- 1 

Euted  to  the  framers  and  supjwrters  of  it.  It  had, 
e  knew,  been  supposed,  that  their  design  extended 
to  the  inception  of  a  system,  which  was  to  be  ren- 
dered gradually  progressive  to  positive  prohibition 
on  the  admission  of  foreign  manufactured  articles, 
or  to  a  rate  of  duties  so  high  as  to  be  tantamount 
to  prohibition  in  its  effects.  It  was  alleged,  in 
evidence  of  the  entertainment  and  possible  success 
of  such  a  design,  that  the  same  topics  of  argument 
derived  from  the  supposed  advantage  and  pro- 
priety of  the  protective  policy,  which  were  em- 
ployed in  recommendation  of  the  augmentation  of 
duties  now  proposed,  would  be  of  equal,  and 
greater,  efficacy  in  the  recommendation  of  further 
augmentations  which  might  hereafter  be  demand- 
ed, from  the  force  of  the  obvious  connected  consid- 
eration (which  would  not  fail  to  be  relied  on)  of 
tlie  necessity  of  these  further  impositions  to  pre- 
vent the  cost  and  effect  of  the  former  from  being 

16th  CoN.  1st  Sess.— 64 


thrown  away.  Mr.  A.  was  himself  far  from  im- 
puting any  such  view  as  had  been  stated  ;  nor,  if 
such  a  system  of  policy  over  should  be  proposed, 
could  he  have  any  fear  of  its  success,  founded,  as 
he  conceived  it  to  be,  in  an  obvious  principle  of 
injustice  and  inequality,  as  respected  its  operation 
on  the  different  interests  of  the  community,  and 
condemned,  as  it  unquestionably  was,  by  an  uni- 
form experience  of  fruits  of  mischief  and  suffering 
in  every  country  in  which  an  experiment  had  been 
made  of  it.  Without  connecting  the  bill  under 
consideration  with  any  odious  policy  of  this  sort, 
it  stood  sufficiently  divested  of  title  to  sup|X)rt,  by 
reference  to  the  demerit  of  its  real  objects  and 
proper  operations. 

While  upon  this  topic,  the  objects  of  the  bill, 
frankness  required  Mr.  A.  to  state,  that  he  did  not 
consider  it  as  directed  to  the  attainment  of  any 
object  of  public  policy  at  all.  He  considered  it 
as  one  of  the  instances  of  that  practice  of  appeal 
to  public  authority  for  the  relief  of  private  distress, 
the  remarkable  prevalence  of  which  was  the  un- 
happy characteristic  of  the  period  in  which  we 
were  called  upon  to  deliberate.  A  general  depres- 
sion and  distress  affected  all  classes  of  the  commu- 
nity, the  result,  as  was  conceived,  of  commercial 
over-action,  and  the  operation  of  that  system  of 
paper  currency,  of  which  some  sj)ecies  of  necro- 
mancy must  have  dragged  us  into  the  adoption. 

The  manufacturing  class  was  supposed  to  par- 
take, in  a  peculiar  degree,  of  this  distress,  and  the 
present  bill  was  a  project  for  the  relief  of  their 
private  adversity,  through  the  medium  of  a  legis- 
lative intervention.  Mr.  A.  considered  himself 
justified  in  regarding  the  subject  in  this  view, 
both  from  the  inadequacy  of  the  bill  to  any  pur- 
pose of  public  policy,  (which  had  already  been 
adverted  to,)  and  the  nature  of  the  representations 
employed  in  its  support.  What  were  these  repre- 
sentations? Did  they  relate  to  any  inherent  dis- 
advantage, or  incapacity,  affecting  domestic  fab- 
rics, in  maintaining  competition  with  the  imported 
for  the  domestic  market?    Not  at  all.     The  de- 

riression  affecting  domestic  manufacturing  estab- 
ishment.s,  which  was  made  the  foundation  of  the 
demand  for  relief,  was  referred  to  causes  acciden- 
tal entirely  in  their  access,  or  temporary  in  their 
operation.  Excessive  importations  of  foreign  man- 
ufactured articles,  the  unusual  reduction  of  their 
price,  and  of  that  of  the  labor  employed  in  pre- 
paring them ;  the  undue  extension  of  domestic 
business,  disproportionate  investments  of  capital 
in  a  fixed  form,  (buildings,  machinery,  <fec.,)  the 
effects  of  a  general  restoration  of  peace,  and  the 
operation  of  the  paper  system  on  markets  and  in- 
dustry :  these  were  the  causes  assigned  as  the 
sources  of  manufacturing  distress,  and  the  grounds 
of  legislative  interposition  for  its  remedy.  But 
did  these  grounds  disclose  any  object  of  general 
permanent  policy,  requiring  the  adoption  of  the 
measure  which  was  pressed  for  adoption  ?  Mr. 
A.  could  not  perceive  that  they  did.  He  consid- 
ered the  present  bill  as  belonging  to  the  same  class 
of  character  with  the  bankrupt  bill.  The  distinc- 
tion, indeed,  was  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  pres- 
ent bill,  in  the  comparison.    A  bankrupt  act  oper- 
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ated  only  a  particular  injustice.  The  sacrifice  of 
interest  which  it  involved  affected  only  a  peculiar 
class,  (the  creditors  of  bankrupts.)  It  might  be 
considered  too,  as  a  contingent,  and  was  not  a  con- 
tinuing sacrifice.  But  the  iiniwsilion  which  the 
present  bill,  if  it  parsed,  would  create,  would  not 
only  be  a  general  burden  on  the  community,  for 
the  benefit  of  a  peculiar  class  of  it,  but  would  be  a 
certain,  and  was  designed  to  be  a  permanent,  im- 
position. 

The  impairment  of  manufacturing  capital,  fur- 
nished no  sufficient  reason  for  the  adoption  of  the 
bill.  The  preservation  of  manufacturing,  could 
not  be  more  important  than  of  commercial  capital. 
The  fund  which  supplied  consumption  could  not 
be  considered  of  greater  consequence  than  that 
which  afforded  the  m?ans  of  disposal  for  produc- 
tion. No  person,  however,  would  think  of  a  mea- 
sure of  the  character  of  that  now  proposed  for  the 
relief  of  commercial  distress.  If  the  commercial 
capital  of  the  country  were  entirely  annihilated, 
no  factitious  incitement  or  aid  to  the  operation  of 
capital,  in  this  direction,  would  be  thought  of. 
And  why  ?  Because  occasions  for  the  employ- 
ment of  capital  were  known  always  to  attract 
capital,  or  create  it,  in  pretty  nearly  the  exact  pro- 
portion of  the  exigency  of  these  occasions.  An 
occasion  so  essential  as  the  disposal  of  the  produc- 
tions of  a  country  which  were  elsewhere  in  demand, 
could  not  fail  of  finding  means  for  its  diNcharge. 
Even  could  a  state  of  circumstances  be  imagined, 
in  which  there  was  no  subsisting  accumulation  of 
capital,  and  no  description  of  public  currency,  yet 
credit,  or  an  artificial  substitute  of  some  kind,  would 
be  found  to  supply  their  place,  in  ministering  to 
the  operations  of  commerce.  The  remark  was  not 
less  inevitably  true  in  relation  to  the  occasions  of 
a  country  for  manufactures.  No  fear  was  to  be 
entertained  of  any  serious  or  lasting  defect  of  the 
essential  facilities  for  their  supply.  The  capital 
for  this  purpose  might  not  indeed  be  derived  from 
domestic  sources;  but  this  circumstance  did  not 
present  a  consideration  with  which  the  community 
were  in  any  material  degree  concerned.  It  was 
the  certainty,  not  the  source  of  supply,  which 
formed  the  principal  subject  of  their  interest,  and 
was  entitled  to  claim  the  chief  exercise  of  their 
solicitude. 

We  had  come  to  realize,  in  our  public  conduct, 
the  justice  of  an  expression  used  in  reference  to 
another  and  more  important  subject  of  human  in- 
terest. We  confessed  truth  with  our  lips,  but  ii) 
practice  we  denied  it.  There  was  scarce  any  per- 
son, perhaps,  who  did  not  admit  the  abstract  prop- 
osition, that  capital,  in  the  pursuit  of  the  modes  of 
employment  most  productive  of  profits  to  its  pro- 
prietors, fell,  unassisted,  into  those  which  were 
calculated  to  produce  the  most  beneficial  results  to 
the  community.  This  was  one  of  the  principles 
the  least  liable  to  controversy  or  qualification, 
which  were  presented  by  the  theory  of  a  just  polit- 
ical economy.  Yet,  it  was  in  the  direct  contra- 
vention and  overthrow  of  this  indisputable  princi- 
ple, that  the  foundations  of  the  policy,  which  was 
at  present  recommended  to  us,  were  laid. 

The  reason,  too,  which  explained  this  principle, 


it  was  material  to  understand,  both  on  account  of 
its  own  illustration,  and  the  importance  of  the  de- 
ductions to  which  it  led  in  the  discussion.  The 
reason  was  to  be  found  in  the  tendency  of  capital, 
uninfluenced  by  public  authority,  to  be  determined, 
as  respected  the  modes  of  its  employment,  by  de- 
mand, which  furnished  the  standard  at  the  same 
time  of  the  utility  of  its  employment.  The  expen- 
diture of  capital  was  directed  by  obvious  consider- 
ations (relative  to  the  interest  of  its  proprietors)  to 
subjects  of  the  greatest  and  most  general  rtquest; 
and  these  were  the  subjects  and  the  employments 
of  labor  and  capital  which  procured  them  the  em- 
ployments which  had,  in  a  general  view,  the 
strongest  presumptions  of  utility  in  their  favor. 
Demand  was  the  index  of  the  beneficial,  as  it  was 
of  the  unbiassed,  direction  of  capital. 

The  inference  from  this  proiwsition  was  of  sin- 
gular importance.  It  was,  that  no  direction  of 
capital,  relatively  useful,  could  require  adventitious 
encouragement.  Why  ?  Because  this  character 
of  utility  was  the  infallible  source  of  adequate  de- 
mand for  the  productions  of  capital  employed  in 
this  direction,  and  adequate  demand  for  the  pro- 
ductions of  any  employment,  dispensed  from  the 
necessity  of  its  adventitious  encouragement.  The 
converse  of  the  last  proposition  was  equally  true, 
that  noemployment, requiring  factitiousencourage- 
ment  could  be  relatively  useful.  Why?  Because 
this  occasion  for  encouragement  demonstrated  a 
defect  of  adequate  demand  for  its  productions; 
and  the  defect  of  adequate  demand  for  its  produc- 
tions was  evidence  of  its  want  of  relative  utility. 
The  forceoflhi-se  conclusions,  in  their  application 
to  domestic  manufacturing  establishments,  was  in 
no  degree  obviated  by  the  suggestion,  that  the  exist- 
ence of  adi'quate  demand  for  their  productions 
was  prevented  by  the  interchange  of  foreign  com- 
petition ;  because  this  suggestion  only  proved  that, 
although  in  a  diflerent  condition  of  circumstances, 
in  which  a  deficiency  in  the  supply  of  foreign 
manufactured  articles  was  experienced,  the  estab- 
lishments in  question  would  be  useful  ;  yet,  under 
existing  circumstances,  in  which  no  such  deficiency 
was  experienced,  they  could  assert  no  pretension 
to  this  character  of  utility. 

The  proposition  which  had  been  stated,  of  the 
voluntary  tendency  of  capital  in  a  course  of  un- 
biassed distribution,  to  conform  to  the  order  of 
employment  which  public  utility  would  prescribe, 
was,  in  its  general  acceptation,  perhaps  the  most 
familiar  trash  in  the  science  of  political  economy. 
We  were  told,  in  every  book  of  elements  on  the  sub- 
ject, that  the  na  tura  I  and  most  advantageous  course 
of  the  distribution  of  capital  was,  in  a  progressive 
succession,  from  agriculture  to  internal  trade,  and 
thence  to  a  foreign  trade  of  exportation  ;  to  manu- 
factures, or  to  indirect  foreign  trade,  as  peculiar 
circumstances  might  determine.  Could  any  ade- 
quate reason  be  assigned  for  the  contravention, 
with  a  view  to  the  peculiar  encouragement  of 
manufactures,  of  the  general  laws  of  the  distribu- 
tion of  capital?  The  ground  of  such  a  proceeding 
was  to  be  found,  not  in  sound  policy,  but  prepos- 
session. 

It  was  an  evident  proposition,  that  an  employ- 
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ment  which  required  factitious  encouragement 
must,  in  a  pecuniary  view,  be  a  losing  one.  If, 
therefore,  encouragement  was  due  to  domestic 
manufactures,  it  could  not  be  in  an  economical 
view,  but  from  their  supposed  subserviency  to  some 
collateral  object,  regarded  as  important — as  na- 
tional independence,  for  example.  The  question, 
in  this  aspect,  would  present  itself  for  examination 
in  a  succeeding  part  of  the  discussion. 

The  freedom  which  had  been  used,  in  speaking 
of  the  reasonings  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  author- 
ized Mr.  A.  in  indulij^ing  the  frankness  of  saying, 
that  the  argument  employed  in  its  support  appeared 
to  hira  to  be  founded  in  a  .series  of  fallacies.  It 
was  irrelevant,  as  respected  several  of  the  princi- 
pal propositions  sought  to  be  established.  It  was 
misconceived,  as  respected  the  time  and  circum- 
stances to  which  it  was  applied.  It  was  erroneous, 
as  respected  the  topics  of  reasoning  it  employed. 
A  person  would  be  led  to  suppose,  from  the  course 
of  observation  adopted  on  the  other  side,  that  the 
question  related  to  the  importance  and  necessity 
of  adequate  supplies  of  manufactured  articles,  or 
to  the  abstract  advantage  attending  the  possession 
of  domestic  establishments  for  the  attainment  of 
these  supplies.  But  these  were  propositions  not 
liable  to  controversy.  The  question  related  not  to 
the  necessity  or  value  of  supplies  of  manufactured 
articles,  but  to  the  relative  advantages  of  different 
methods  of  procuring  them — to  the  choice  to  be 
exerted  between  obtaining  them  at  a  cheaper  rate 
from  foreign,  or  at  a  higher  price  from  domestic 
sources.  Neither  did  the  controversy  refer  to  any 
abstractsuperiorityof  domestic  over  foreign  sources 
of  supply,  hut  to  the  mode  and  time  of  their  estab- 
lishment— to  the  choice  between  an  artificial  in- 
troduction of  doin»stic  establishments  at  an  earlier 
period,  attended  with  the  charge  of  a  burdensome 
system  of  protective  duties  for  their  support,  and  a 
natural  spontaneous  growth  of  these  establishments, 
at  a  more  advanced  period,  unattended  with  any 
system  of  regulation,  or  charge  for  their  encouraga- 
mcnt. 

But  there  was  no  part  of  the  argument  employed 
in  recommendation  of  the  proposed  system,  which 
appeared  so  egregiously  exposed  to  criticism,  as  that 
in  which  the  favorable  character  of  the  present  pe- 
riod for  its  introduction  was  asserted.  The  con- 
dition of  general  distress  which  characterized  the 
existing  period  was  admitted,  and  yet  it  was  con- 
ceived to  present  a  favorable  occasion  for  the  ex- 
periments of  a  policy  involving  an  addition  to 
the  ordinary  and  necessary  sources  of  expense,  by 
which  all  classes  of  the  community  would  be 
affected.  The  peculiar  characteristic  of  the  dis- 
tress complained  of,  related  to  the  depression  in 
the  price  of  whatever  there  was  to  sell.  One 
strong  circumstance  of  relief,  however,  had  been 
found,  in  the  corresponding  depression  in  the  price 
of  the  most  material  articles  we  had  to  buy.  In 
such  a  condition  of  things,  what  was  the  policy 
recommended  7  An  operation,  by  which  the  only 
circumstance  of  relief  which  the  situation  of  the 
country  presented,  was  to  be  cut  off — by  which 
the  prices  of  all  the  most  essential  articles  of  pur- 
chase would  be  enhanced,  whilst  those  of  our 


vendible  commodities  (to  state  the  case  in  the 
most  favorable  view)  were  to  remain  unaltered. 
Beneath  the  picture  of  a  policy  of  this  sort,  it  could 
not  be  necessary  to  write  the  name.  Mr.  A.  had 
been  describing  the  oi)eratioa  of  the  bill,  as  tend- 
ing to  a  mere  purpose  of  private  relief.  But  this^ 
description  did  not  express  the  full  character  of 
its  demerit.     It  was  a  bill  against  public  reli^. 

The  principal  advantages  anticipated  froito  the 
successof  the  proposed  system  were  referable  to  two 
geueral  heads,  the establishmentof  domestic  sources 
of  supply  of  manufactured  articles,  and  the  estab- 
lishment or  extension  of  a  domestic  market  for 
the  surplus  of  agricultural  productions.  The  first 
of  these  advantages  was,  in  the  pt^culiar  circum- 
stances of  our  situation,  rather  nominal  than  real; 
or,  in  the  most  favorable  statement  of  the  case, 
far  less  important  than  had  been  represented.  The 
point  in  which  the  public  were  interested  in  this 
respect,  related  principally  to  the  character,  not 
the  source,  of  the  supply  of  manufactured  articles. 
Their  interest  required  that  this  supply  should  be 
good,  cheap,  abundant,  regular.  But  the  supply 
from  domestic  would  not  be  of  better  quality  than 
from  foreign  sources.  It  would  not  be  of  cheaper, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  of  dearer  price,  by  the  amount 
of  the  difference  which  would  be  created  by  the 
propo.sed  increase  of  duties.  It  would  not  be  more 
abundant  or  regular.  In  both  these  respects  the 
supply  from  foreign  sources,  except  in  the  contin- 
gency of  a  disturbed  state  of  the  foreign  relations 
of  the  country,  could  be  the  subject  of  no  com- 
plaint. The  only  real  advantage,  then,  attending 
the  possession  of  domestic  establishments  for  the 
supply  of  manufactured  articles,  related  to  periods 
of  war,  which  might  be  expected  very  rarely  to 
occur.  By  the  policy  recommended,  we  were  to 
be  subjected  to  a  constant,  permanent  monopoly- 
price  of  the  most  essential  articles  of  consumption, 
for  the  purpose  of  being  guarded  against  a  price 
somewhat  higher,  in  a  contingent,  remote,  unfre- 
quent  event.  A  considerable  enhancement  of  price 
was,  in  this  respect,  the  sum  of  the  evil  which 
could  be  involved  in  the  event  of  war ;  for  the 
supply  of  no  essential  article  was  liable,  in  such  a 
contingency,  to  be  absolutely  cut  off.  Nor  was 
the  evil  consequence  to  be  apprehended  from  war, 
liable  to  be  incurred  in  any  other  than  the  single 
instance  of  a  war  with  Great  Britain.  The  con- 
curring interests  of  the  supplying  countries,  and 
the  superiority  of  our  public  and  commercial  ma- 
rine, would  be  a  safeguard  against  the  material 
obstruction  of  supply,  from  the  effect  of  war  with 
any  other  Power.  The  feeling  of  resentment  pre- 
vailing against  Great  Britain,  the  result  of  the  per- 
severing and  malignant  character  of  her  hostility, 
was  strong  and  general  in  this  country,  but  this 
feeling  was  not,  it  was  to  be  hoped,  of  a  nature  to 
be  susceptible  of  misdirection,  to  an  unrequited 
and  essential  sacrifice  of  public  interests.  The 
abundance  of  the  materials  of  manufacture,  and 
the  facility  of  conversion  to  a  manufactured  form, 
which  the  most  important  of  them  admitted,  would 
preclude,  even  in  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  injury 
from  the  obstruction  or  enhanced  price  of  supply, 
in  any  degree  commensurate  with  the  cost  of 
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the  means,  which  were  recommended  as  security 
against  the  chances  of  it.     More  injury,  in  disturb- 
ing the  regularity  of  supply,  was  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  effect  of  the  proposed  policy,  in  innpair- 
ing  the  regularity  of  our  demand  for  that  supply. 
Arguments  were  rendered  palpable  by  example. 
There  were  few  articles  of  more  essential  necessity 
than  salt.     F>om  this  characteristic  of  it,  and  our 
habit  of  reliance  on  external  sources  for  supply, 
there  was,  perhaps,  no  article  liable,  in  a  higher 
degree,  to  enhancement  in  price  in  time  of  war. 
But  salt  was  susceptible  of  supply  from  domestic 
sources,  to  an  indetinite  amount.    Would  any  man 
be  found  to  recommend  the  protection  of  domestic 
establishments  for  the  preparation  of  salt,  by  such 
a  syNtem  of  duties  as  would  insure  their  operation 
in  time  of  peace?    Yet  the  supply  of  no  article 
was  more  important.     Why  should  the  policy  sur- 
rendered in  relation  to  this  article,  be  proper  in  re- 
lation to  others  ?     If  the  material,  in  the  instance 
of  any  other  article,  were  of  indigenous  growth,  the 
same  reliance  might  be  had  on  the  resource  of  do- 
mestic fabrication  in  time  of  war,  with  which  we 
were  content  in  case  of  salt.  Or,  if  thematerial  were 
not  indigenous,  then  the  supply  of  it  would  not  be 
less  liable  to  obstruction,  in  a  season  of  war,  than 
that  of  the  wrought  article.     In  either  event,  the 
resort  to  high  protective  duties  for  the  encourage- 
ment or  preservation  of  the  domestic  manufacture, 
appeared  to  be  equally  unadvisable.     The  argu- 
ment derived   from  the  different  preparations  of 
machinery  or  skill,  required  in  different  depart- 
ments of  manufacture,  was  not  of  sufficient  force 
to  obviate  or  impair  the  correctness  of  the  con- 
clusion. 

The  principal  reliance,  however,  of  the  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  the  protective  system,  rested  on 
its  tendency  to  the  formationof  a  domestic  market 
for  agricultural  productions.  The  great  and  en- 
larging amount  of  our  agricultural  labor  and  pro- 
ductions, might  be  expected  in  the  lapse  of  a  short 
period.  It  was  said,  to  render  theso  productions 
redundant,  in  relation  to  their  present  markets, 
and  an  obvious  policy,  therefore,  rt^uired  the  im- 
mediate substitution,  through  the  medium  of  man- 
ufacturing establishments,  of  a  domestic  market  ; 
which,  by  its  progressive  extension,  might  have 
the' effect  of  obviating,  or  providing  a  remedy  for, 
such  a  condition  of  affairs.  The  answer  to  this 
representation  was  attended  with  no  difficulty.  It 
was,  that  the  remedy  sought  to  be  provided,  in  the 
mode  proposed,  would  be  found  available  without 
any  occasion  for  legislative  regulation,  by  the  ne- 
ces.sary  ultimate  operation  of  the  very  circum- 
stances which  were  thought  to  call  for  this  regu- 
lation. 

The  population  of  the  country  being  progressive 
with  its  means  of  subsistence,  would  continue  to 
observe  the  proportion  which  it  now  did,  to  pro- 
duction. Production,  therefore,  could  be  expect- 
ed to  exhibit,  relatively  to  domestic  demand,  no 
greater  redundancy  than  it  did  at  present.  The 
redundancy  anticipated,  must  refer  to  foreign  de- 
mand entirely. 

But  the  labor  and  capital  which  it  would  be  the 
effect  of  this  supposed  redundant  state  of  agricul- 


tural productions  to  disengage  from  agricultural 
employment,  must  find  some  other  mode  of  occu- 
pation.    They  could  not  remain  unemployed  ;  and 
in  what  direction  could  employment  be  found  for 
them  ?     Not  in  commerce,  for  the  capacity  of  com- 
merce to  furnish  occupation  to  labor  and  capital 
was  determinable  by  the  operation  of  foreign  de- 
mand for  their  productions,  and  this  demand,  un- 
der the  circumstances  supposed,  must  be  excluded. 
There  was  left  but  one  resort  for  the  employment 
of  this   disengaged  labor   and  capital,  and   that 
was  in  manufactures.     Not  only  without  aid  or 
direction,   but  by  an   impulse   which   could   not 
be  controlled,  they  must  flow  to  fulfil  this  des- 
tination.    The  manufactures  thus  established,  (it 
was  to  be  further  observed,)  from  the  contiguity 
and   abundance  of  materials,  and  the   depressed 
'  price  of  these   materials,   which   the  hypothesis 
supposed,  must  of  necessity  be  enabled  to  main- 
tain, unassi.'sted  by  positive  encouragement,  a  suc- 
cessful competition  with  fabrics  of  foreign  origin. 
Here,  then,  was  the  effect  desired,  realized,  inde- 
pendently of  any  occasion  for  regulation.     The 
object  proposed  was,  through  the  medium  of  a  com- 
plicated and  burdensome  system  of  duties,  to  pro- 
vide a  remedy  for  an  anticipated  contingency,  and 
this  contingency  was  found,  upon  inquiry,  to  in- 
troduce in   its  occurrence,  the  very  remedy  pro- 
posed, without  necessity  for  any  duty  whatever. 
This  effect  was  in  consistency  with  the  order  of 
nature,  in  which  evils,  whether  of  physical  or 
social  character,  resultmg  from  her  unforced  op- 
erations, were  invariably  found  to  generate  their 
proper  remedies.     It  was  the  eternal  effort  of  poli- 
ticians to   supersede  this   salutary   order,   which 
formed  the  source  of  half  the  mischiefs  by  which 
mankind  were  afflicted. 

The  attempt  had  been  made  to  show,  that  the 
artificial  introduction  of  a  domestic  market,  through 
the  medium  of  manufactures,  was  superfluous,  as 
this  market  would,  at  the  proper  season,  be  intro- 
duced, without  exertion  or  expense,  by  a  spon- 
taneous operation.  But  suppose  the  contrary  to 
be  the  fact,  still  the  advantage  of  the  proposed 
policy  was,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  equivocal.  There 
was  no  accession  contemplated  as  the  result  of  this 
policy,  to  the  amount  of  capital  or  labor  The  ef- 
fect contemplated  in  this  respect,  was  confined  to 
a  mere  change  of  destination,  as  related  to  a  por- 
tion of  this  amount.  Nor  was  the  diversion  ex- 
pected to  be  made  to  a  more  productive,  but  only 
(as  was  supposed,)  to  a  more  convenient,  employ- 
ment. This,  however,  was  the  slightest  form  of 
the  objection.  If  it  appertained  to  the  schemeof  our 
foreign  policy  to  prosecute  commercial  intercourse 
at  all  with  other  nations,  our  account  must  be  laid 
in  the  calculation  o(  a  general  equality  in  the  re- 
spective amounts  of  our  foreign  sales  and  pur- 
chases. 

We  had  been  accustomed  to  hear  a  great  deal 
said  on  the  subject  of  the  importance  of  the  pres- 
ervatiqri  of  a  favorable,  or  at  least  of  a  just,  bal- 
ance of  foreign  trade.  There  was  no  topic  con- 
nected with  the  knowledge  of  national  economy  so 
little  perplexed  and  difficult  in  its  nature,  which 
appeared  to  be  so  inadequately  understood  as  this. 
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of  the  degree  of  interference  which  was  required,  by 
good  policy,  to  be  exerted  in  adjusting  the  results  of 
foreign  commerce.  The  truth  was,  that  the  balance 
of  trade,  foreign  or  domestic,  not  only  required  no 
exertion  of  care  for  its  preservation,  but  was  not 
the  subject  of  possible  permanent  derangement. 
Any  tem[K)rary  inclination  which  might  be  occa- 
sionally communicated  to  this  balance,  was  liable 
to  immediate  and  inevitable  self-correction.  The 
continuance,  for  any  considerable  period,  of  an 
unequal  state  of  the  foreign  balance,  (if  such  a 
condition  of  things  were  of  possible  continuance,) 
would  operate  as  a  mischief,  instead  of  a  benefit, 
to  the  nation  in  whose  favor  it  prevailed,  inas- 
much as  the  ability  of  the  countries  against  whom 
the  balance  was  found,  to  discharge  the  debts 
created  by  their  purchase.s,  must,  in  such  circum- 
stances, become  exhausted. 

The  supposed  advantageous  balance  would  be 
speedily  ascertained  to  constitute  a  source  of  loss, 
and  would  inevitably  derive  its  corrections  not 
from  the  party  to  whose  injury  it  promised  to  re- 
dound, but  the  party  to  whom  it  had  been  ap- 
parently fraught  with  advantage  in  the  outset.     A 
general  unfavorable  balance  ot  trade  could  have  a 
permanent  existence  against  no  other  country  than 
one  placed  in  the  condition  of  a  colony  ;  and  the 
reason  of  its  possible  existence  in  the  case  of  a  col- 
ony was,  that  in  this  situation,  the  gain  and  loss 
of  the  operation  were  equalized  and  invalidated 
by  the  circumstance  of  their  falling  both  on  the 
same  party,  namely,  the  country  which  was  the 
proprietor  of  the  colony.     So  that  this  case  of  ex- 
ception (as  was  the  fact  universally  of  exceptions 
to  just  rules,)  tended  not  to  the  impeachment,  but 
confirmation  of  the  principle  relied  on.    Although, 
however,  the  preservation  of  an  enduring  favor- 
able balance  of  foreign  trade  was  neither  practi- 
cable nor  desirable,  there  was  nothing  more  easily 
practicable  than  the  reduction,  to  any  extent,  of  the 
amount  of  foreign  commerce,  or  its  total  annihila- 
tion, as  respected   particular  countries,  provided 
regulations  traught  with  this  result  could  be  found 
susceptible  of  effectual  execution.     The  first  of 
these  effects  it  was  the  tendency  of  the  proposed 
policy  to  produce,  nor  did  there  appear  any  cir- 
cumstance to  forbid  its  l)eing  attended  with  the 
last  of  them.     The  reduction  of  demand  for  for- 
eign fabrics,  which  it  would  be  the  effect  of  the 
introduction  of  domestic  sources  of  supply  to  pro- 
duce, must  be  attended  with  a  correspondent  dim- 
inution in  the  foreign  demand  for  our  productions, 
from  the  operation  of  the  considerations  which 
had  been  adverted  to.     So  that,  whatever  might 
be  the  amount  of  the  advantage  expected  to  be  re- 
alized from  the  operation  of  the  contemplated  sys- 
tem, in  the  establishment  or  extension  oi'  a  domes- 
tic market,  an  equal  amount  of  advantage  must 
be  estimated  to  be  lost  in  the  reduction  of  the  ex- 
tent of  foreign  markets  consequent  on  the  opera- 
tion of  the  system. 

Let  the  susceptibilities  of  development,  attrib- 
utable to  our  resources  of  production,  be  rated  at 
what  they  might,  the  foreign  market  could  not  be 
retained  in  the  same  extent  at  the  same  time  with 
the  proposed  establishment  or  extension  of  a  do- 


mestic market,  because  the  essential  characterii- 
lic  of  the  source  of  introduction  or  extension  of 
the  domestic  market,  was  its  effect  to  produce  a 
proportionate  impairment  of  the  demand  for  for- 
eign articles,  the  unreduced  operation  of  which 
demand  formed  the  condition  ot  an  unreduced  ex- 
tension of  the  foreign  market.     The  sole  advan- 
tage would  consist  in  the  introduction  of  a  partial 
change  as  respected  its  location.     In  a  considera- 
tion of  acquisition,  the  relative  amounts  of  gain 
and  loss  would  be  balanced.    But  an  extension  of 
the  same  view  of  ilie  subject  would  materially 
vary  this  conclusion.     When  once  we  had  em- 
bariced  in  this  policy  of  driving  the  countries  with 
which  we  enjoyed  relations  of  commercial  inter- 
course, by  reduction  of  our  demand  for  their  ex- 
ports, to  a  system  of  dependence  on  other  sources 
than  ourselves,  for  the  supply  of  their  occasions  of 
importation,  what  was  the  security  that  it  would 
not  be   eventually  extended   beyond  the  amount 
rendered  necessary  by  our  withdrawal  of  demand, 
so  as  to  comprehend  the  whole  mass  of  their  occa- 
sions of  importation  ? 

A  resort,  in  particular,  to  the  cultivation  of  do- 
mestic resources  of  supply,  was  almost  invariabljr 
found  to  present  irresistible  temptations  to  its  ex- 
tension. Resentment,  produced  by  the  pursuit  of 
a  supposed  illiberal  policy  on  the  part  of  a  former 
customer,  was  a  motive  of  obvious  occurrence  in 
co-operation  with  inducements  of  this  description. 
The  result,  then,  of  the  policy  recommended  to  us 
in  relation  to  the  introduction  of  a  domestic  mar- 
ket, through  the  medium  of  the  encouragement  of 
manufactures,  besides  involvingthe  certainty  of  a 
loss  in  the  extent  of  the  foreign  market,  equivalent 
to  the  acquisition  of  domestic  market,  led  to  an  ex- 
posure to  the  loss  of  a  much  larger  proportion,  or 
the  whole,  of  the  foreign  market.  In  the  best  re- 
sult of  the  policy,  there  could  be  no  gain  in  the 
extent  of  market.  In  a  different  result,  a  great 
deal,  of  every  thing,  in  this  respect,  might  be  lost. 
A  course  of  policy  of  this  character  could  set  up 
no  pretensions  to  the  award  of  an  impartial  judg- 
ment in  its  favor. 

Let,  then,  a  fair  account  be  stated  of  the  relative 
amount  of  advantage  or  disadvantage  to  be  antici- 
pated from  the  proposed  system,  and  how  would 
the  balance  stand  ?  In  reference  to  the  supposed 
importance  of  the  introduction  of  domestic  sources 
of  supply  of  manufactured  articles,  the  whole  ad- 
vantage had  been  shown  to  be  contingent  on  a 
particular,  and  not  probable  or  frequent  event.  In 
reference  to  the  supposed  importance  of  the  in""<>- 
duction  or  extension  of  a  domestic  market,  through 
the  medium  of  manufacturing  establishments,  the 
advantage  had  been  shown,  in  the  most  favorable 
view  of  it  to  be  equivocal. 

What  were  the  items  of  offset  to  be  stated  ?  A 
considerable  and  permanent  imposition  on  maiiy 
of  the  articles  of  most  es.sential  consumption,  m 
the  amount  of  the  proposed  increase  of  dutiw; 
subduction  from  agricultural  production  to  the 
amount  of  the  accession  to  manufactures ;  deduc- 
tion from  the  foreign,  equivalent  to  the  acquisition 
of  domestic  market ;  exposure  to  the  hazard  of 
greater  and  indefinite  deduction  from  the  extent 
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of  the  same  market ;  and.  finally,  the  amount  of 
the  direct  or  other  taxation,  which  would  be  ren- 
dered necessary,  by  the  deficit  in  the  revenue, 
which  it  would  be  the  effect  (as  was  admitted)  of 
the  adoption  of  the  proposed  system  to  occasion. 
How  striking  was  the  disproportion  of  objection 
to  the  system  which  this  statement  exhibited  !  Nor 
did  this  statement  exhibit  the  whole  objections. 

It  was  to  be  observed  further,  that  all  the  items 
of  charge  which  the  statement  presented,  were 
exclusive  charges  upon  the  agricultural,  that  is  to 
say,  upon  the  predominating  interest  of  the  com- 
munity.    The  justice  of  the  position  would  not 
be  denied  in  relation  to  any  other  than  the  last  of 
these  charges — the  addition  which  would  be  re- 
quired to  taxation  ;  nor  was  it  less  incontrovertible 
in  relation  to  this  one.     That  no  part  of  this  addi- 
tion could  be  derived  from  excise  on  the  manufac- 
tures designed  to  be  protected,  was  obvious,  from 
the  consideration  that  the  effect  of  such  an  impo- 
sition would  be  to  countervail,  in  the  proportion 
of  its  amount,  the  operation  of  the  protection.     A 
resort  to  it,  therefore,  contemporaneously  with  the 
retention  of  the  protecting  duties,  would  be  mani- 
festly   an    exercise    of    preposterous    legislation. 
Taxes  of  excise  were  not  to  be  anticipated  either 
from  the  genius  of  our  legislation,  which  was  en- 
tirely averse  to  them,  nor,  if  resorted  to,  from  the 
mode  and  place   of  imposition,  which  the  same 
consideration  would  prescribe,  could  they  fall  else- 
where than  on  the  class  of  consumers  of  the  arti- 
cles which  were  made  the  subjects  of  them.     The 
taxation  in  question,  therefore,  would  be  found  in 
no  degree  to  affect  the  manufacturing  interests  of 
the  country,  but  would  operate  as  an  exclusive 
burden  on  its  other  interests,  for  the  benefit  of  this 
peculiar  one.     The  most  influential  recommenda- 
tion of  a  resort  to  protective  duties,  in  any  instance, 
had  been  invariably  found,  in  its  alleged  tendency, 
to  an  ultimate  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  arti- 
cles in  whose  favor  it  was  proposed.     No  indem- 
nification of  this  kind,  however,  could  be  antici- 
pated in  the  circumstances  now  under  considera- 
tion.    Reduction  of  price  had  but  one  source — 
augmentation  in  the  proportion  of  the  supply  of 
its  subject  to  the  demand  for  it.     In  the  case  of  the 
articles  for  which  protection  was  proposed,  the 
total  amount  of  supply  could  experience  no  in- 
crease, but,  on  the  contrary,  must  sustain  diminu- 
tion, if  left  to  exclusive  de^)endence  and  domestic 
resources.     And  in  the  fall,  or  in  a  greater  propor- 
tion   than  the  augmentation  from  domestic,   the 
supply  from  foreign  sources  must  be  reduced.     On 
this  part  of  the  subject,  there  was  the  argument  of 
a  fact  which  was  conclusive.     There  were  various 
articles  comprehended  in  one  subsisting  tariff,  on 
which,  at  a  very  early  period  in  the  history  of  our 
Government,  duties  so  heavy  had  been  charged  »s 
to  have  the  effect  of  prohibition  on  their  importa- 
tion, as  respected  any  purpose  of  a  general  supply. 
The  articles  alluded  to  were  those  which  consti- 
tuted the  first  class  in  the  distribution  of  the  former 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Dallas,  in  his  report 
upon  the  subject  laid  before  Congress  in  the  year 
1816,  when  the  subsisting  tariff  had  been  under 
consideration.     Had  these  articles  (manufactures 


of  which  the  principal  material  was  leather  or 
wood,  for  example,)  undergone  reduction  of  price 
at  any  time  posterior  to  the  imposition  of  the  ex- 
traordinary duties  for  their  protection  ?  On  the 
contrary,  had  they  not  maintained  the  dispropor- 
tionately high  price  which  they  derived  from  the 
imposition  of  those  duties,  in  a  state  continually 
progressive  with  their  operation  ?  These  were 
articles,  too,  in  relation  to  which  it  was  to  be  ob- 
served that  the  materials  were  neither  attended 
with  any  uncommon  difficulty  in  the  procurement, 
nor  the  preparatory  acquisitions  of  skill,  or  imple- 
ments, required  for  their  manufacture,  of  any  con- 
siderable importance.  The  argument  of  a  fact 
like  this,  admitting  no  dispute,  had  no  occasion 
for  reinforcement,  and  left  no  room  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  controversy. 

There  was  a  peculiar  consideration  affecting 
the  condition  of  the  larger  portion  of  foreign  man- 
ufactures, which  rendered  the  error  of  attempting 
to  substitute  the  supply  of  them  from  domestic 
sources,  susceptible  of  being  placed  in  a  striking 
point  of  view.  This  consideration  related  to  the 
necessary  advantage  which  these  manufactures 
enjoyed  in  comparison  with  the  domestic,  as  re- 
spected the  important  characteristic  of  cheapness. 
The  principal  element  in  the  price  of  any  article 
was  derived  from  the  value  of  the  labor  employed 
in  producing  it.  The  principal  circumstance  de- 
termining the  value  of  labor,  was  the  value  of  the 
subsistence  required  for  its  support.  The  last  value 
was  determined,  in  its  turn,  by  a  consideration  not 
merely  of  the  kind  and  style  of  subsistence  to 
which  the  classes  employed  in  labor  were  accus- 
tomed. 

But  in  these  respects  the  operation  of  artificial 
social  arrangements,  and  of  their  own  dispropor- 
tionate multiplication,  in  reference  to  the  regu- 
lar occasions  of  employment,  had  sunk  the  condi- 
tion of  the  laboring  classes,  in  the  countries  with 
which  we  enjoyed  the  largest  share  of  commercial 
intercourse,  to  a  very  low  point  of  depre.ssion. 
From  the  causes  stated,  and  perhaps  some  others, 
their  modes  of  subsistence,  as  respected  both  the 
quantity  and  description  of  its  s-upply,  had  become, 
to  the  last  degree,  penurious.  The  amount  of  their 
pecuniary  compensation  had  been  of  course  pro- 
portionately amcted.  A  laborer  in  those  coun- 
tries was  in  the  practice  of  receiving  scarcely  a 
greater  number  ol  pence  than  one  engaged  in  a 
similar  mode  of  occupation  in  ours  required  shil- 
lings, in  remuneration  of  his  labor.  The  neces- 
sary result  of  the  operation  of  these  circumstances 
had  been  the  depression  of  the  real  value,  as  well 
as  pecuniary  price,  of  the  productions  of  labor  ia 
such  countries,  below  the  just  standard  of  the  value 
and  price  of  productions  of  the  same  denomination 
and  quality  in  our  country.  Here  was  a  peculiar- 
ity, creating  a  source  of  recommendation  of  for- 
eign mannfactures,  of  which  sound  policy  would 
teach  us  rather  to  endeavor  to  avail  ourselves  of 
the  advantage,  than  obstinately  to  contend  against 
it.  A  further  source  of  similar  advantage  was 
found  in  the  peculiar  character  and  latitude  of  the 
commercial  regulations,  entirely  inconsistent  with 
the  geiuus  of  our  institutions,  of  which  the  forms 


A 


t 


2029 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2030 


April,  1820. 


Revision  of  the  Tariff. 


H.  OF  R. 


of   government   and   polity   prevailing   in    other 
countries,  admitted  the  adoption  and  enforcement ; 
regulations,  of  which  the  policy  was  to  keep  down 
the  price  of  the  raw  material  of  manufacture,  (like 
that  by  which  the  price  of  wool  was  reduced  fifty 
per  cent,  in  Great  Britain,)  or  of  which  the  design 
was  to  force  an  extraordinary  production  of  the 
raw  material,   like   many  of  the   regulations  of 
France,  were  exemplifications  of  the  remark.    If 
the  question  related  to  the  propriety  of  availing 
ourselves  of  the  physical  advantages  of  other  coun- 
tries in  giving  direction  to  our  commercial  policy, 
instead  of  engaging  in  an  injurious  competition 
with  these  ad  vantages,  there  would  be  no  diversity 
of  opinion  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued.    It  could 
not  be  made  a  question,  for  example,  whether  there 
would  be  policy  in  availing  ourselves  of,  or  in  con- 
tending with,  the  advantages  of  France  for  the 
growth  of  wines  and  olives  (supposing  that  our 
soil  and  climate  admitted  of  being  forced  to  the 
growth  of  such  products,)  or  of  the  West  Indies, 
for  the  supply  of  tropical   productions.     What 
greater  reason  could  there  be  for  refusing  to  avail 
ourselves  of  the  benefit  of  political  or  social  pecu- 
liarities, presented  by  the  circumstances  of  other 
countries,  or    for    insisting  on    contending   with 
them?   It  might  be  affirmed  without  difficulty  that 
no  adequate  reasons  for  such  a  policy  could   be 
assigned. 

The  East  India  trade  had  been  supposed  to  fur- 
nish conclusions  opposed  to  those  which  had  been 
sUted.  But,  admitting  the  injurious  character  of 
this  trade,  it  was  indebted  for  this  character  to 
circumstances  of  peculiar  operation  in  no  degree 
affecting  the  general  results  of  the  reasoning  which 
had  been  relied  on.  The  India  trade  was  inju- 
rious, because,  from  not  taking  our  own  immedi- 
ate productions,  it  was  in  fact  an  indirect  trade, 
and  because  it  was  unusually  remote  in  its  returns, 
and  not  in  consequence  of  its  supposed  tendency 
to  deprive  us  of  specie,  or  because  it  was  a  losing 
trade,  from  creating  an  unfavorable  balance. 

The  situation  of  this  country,  as  respected  its 
commercial  relations,  was  peculiar,  and  extremely 
favorable.     Our  surplus  resources  of  agricultural 
productions  were  extraordinary,  and  we  enjoyed, 
m  a  large  admission  of  our  productions  into  foreign 
ports,  the   most   advantageous   facilities   for   the 
developemeut  of  these  resources.     Were  we  pos- 
sessed of  any  indefeasible  security  for  the  preser- 
vation of  this  advantageous   situation  from   the 
peculiar  character  of  our  productions,  rendering 
them  the  subjects  of  indisjicnsable  supply  to  foreign 
nations?    This  was  so  far  from  being  the  fact, 
that  there  was  perhaps  scarcely  one  of  our  products 
of  exportation  which  the  countries  we  were  ac- 
customed to  furnish   did  not  enjoy   capacities  of 
producing  for  themselves, to  the  full  ixtent  of  their 
respective  occasions  of  consumption.     For  the  lib- 
eral opportunities  allowed  us  of  supplying  them, 
we  were  indebted  principally  to  a  circumstance 
\  foreign  altogether  to  any  peculiar  character,  or  in- 
dispensable occasion  for  the  supply  of  our  produc- 


tions, namely,  habits  of  commercial  intercourse, 
generated  from  the  original  colonial  relation  of  all 
American  settlements  to  European  countries.     No 


eventual  disseverance  of  connexion  having  been 
apprehended,  the  industry  of  the  nations  of  Europe 
had  taken  its  directions  from  a  policy  of  precaution 
against  interference  with  the  productions  of  the 
colonies.     It  was  the  continuance  of  these  direc- 
tions of  industry  in  European  countries,  nroduced 
chiefly  by  the  cliaracteristic  reluctance  ofindustry 
to  change,  as  respected  the  modes  of  its  employment, 
which  formed  the  tenure  by  which  we  held  our 
singular  advantages  in  the  commercial  intercourse 
'with  Europe.     This  tenure  was  readily  liable  to 
rupture,  and  the  tendency  of  the  policy  at  present 
recommended   to   us  was   calculated   to    try   its 
strength.     And  what  was  the  character  of  the  con- 
sideration for  which  the  experiment  of  this  perilous 
pjolicy  was  required  to  be  nazarded  ?     The  unat- 
tainable object  of  placing  ourselves  in  a  situation 
in  which  we  should  be  enabled  to  supply  our  pro- 
ducts to  foreign   nations,  without  proportionate 
purchases  of  their  productions  in  return.     Had  an 
instance   ever   occurred  in  which  advantages  so 
considerable  had  been  put  to  hazard  on  an  issue  so 
extravagant  ? 

There  was  a  single  consideration  which  merited 
to  be  regarded  as  conclusive  against  the  policy  of 
contributing  the  proposed  encouragement  to  man- 
ufactures, and  that  was  derived  from  the  fact  of 
their  inability  to  maintain  themselves,  indepen- 
dently of  artificial  support,  in  the  neighborhooid  of 
the  most  abundant  supply  of  their  most  essential 
materials.  If  they  recjuired  further  advantage  in 
the  competition  with  foreign  fabrics,  than  was  sup- 
plied by  exemplion  from  the  multifarious  expenses 
incident  to  the  transport  of  the  material,  and  re- 
transport  of  the  wrought  article  between  Europe 
and  this  country,  the  inference  was  irresistible 
against  the  claims  which  were  set  up,  in  their 
behalf,  to  extraordinary  encouragement. 

One  of  the  most  persuasive  topics  of  argument 
employed  in  support  of  the  system  of  encourage- 
ment, was  derived  from  the  alleged  efficacy  of  this 
policy,  in  forwarding  a  condition  of  independence 
of  other  nations  as  respected  all  purposes  of  supply 
of  essential  commodity.     This  argument  (as  was 
the  case  of  many  others  of  influence  in  the  world) 
derived  its  efficacy  entirely  from   its  vagueness. 
It  had  already  been  shown,  that,  if  commercial 
intercourse  were  to  be  prosecuted  at  all  with  foreign 
nations,  it  could   not  be  exempt  from  a  condition 
of  our  receiving  the  productions  of  their  soil  or 
induNlry  to  an  equal  amount  in  value  with  those 
with  which  we  supplied  them.     Absolute  indepen- 
dence,  therefore,   of   other   nations,  for   purposes 
either  of  the  vent  of  our  productions,  or  of  the  sup- 
ply of  our  wants,  was  an  object  unattainable,  except 
by  the  annihilation  of  foreign  commerce.     There 
was  no  person,  however,  who  designed  a  sacrifice 
of  this  extent,  to  the  phantom  which  had  been 
conjured  up  with  the  name  of  national  indepen- 
dence.    The  peculiarities  of  physical  and  moral 
character  and  condition,  which  distinguished  dif- 
ferent countries  and  nations,  bound  them  in  an 
indissoluble  chain  of  commercial  intercourse,  af- 
fording, at  the  same  time,  value  to  their  various 
productions,  and  supply  to  their  reciprocal  wants, 
and  exercise  to  their  diversfied  capacities.    Any 
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considerable  and  designed  obstruction  of  this  in- 
tercourse would  involve  the  grossest  contravention 
of  reason.     Of  the  advantages  of  a  contrary  policy, 
the  United  States  presented  the  most  striking  ex- 
ample in  human  history.     It  was  to  the  singular 
freedom  of  circulation  which  had  been  permitted 
to  the  productions  of  their  industry  and  soil,  that 
their  unparalleled  prosperity  was  to  be  principally 
ascribed.     How  egrfgiously,tht  n.did  those  persons 
appear  to  be  misled  who  were  disposed  to  convert 
to  a  Chinese  stagnation  the  current  of  this  liberal 
and  b<'neticial  policy.     The  fact   was,  however, 
that  the  policy  in  question  was  endued  with  no 
tendency  of  the  character  of  that  im|)uted  to  it.    Its 
real  tendency  was  the  reverse.     An  extended  man- 
ufacturing system  led  directly  to  the  most  injurious 
condition  of  commercial  dependence.     The  modes 
of  the  production  of  this  eflect  were  several.    The 
most  obvious  was,  the  influence  of  the  system  in 
the  abstraction  of  capital  and  labor  from  agricul- 
tural employment.     A  further  medium  of  the  same 
result  was  found  in  tht-  influence  of  an  extended 
manufacturing  population,  by  the  extraordinary 
demand  it  created  for  less  essential  articles  of  con- 
sumption, (meats,  &c.,)  to  occasion  an  undue  di- 
yersion  of  land  from  the  production  of  corn,  the 
principal  element  of  subsistence,  as  well  as  many 
of  the  most  important  materials  of  manufactures. 
Capital,  labor,  and  land,  the  sources  of  supply, 
were  all  diverted,  in  undue  and  injurious  propor- 
tions, from  the  production  of  the  most  essential 
subjects  of  supply,  by  the  operation  of  an  extended 
system  of  manufacturing.     Such  a  system  was, 
inerefore,  in  the  highest-degree,  unfavorable  to  a 
condition  of  national   mdependence,  as  respected 
occasions  of  importation.     It  was  no  less  so  as 
respected  those  of  exportation.     The  natural  ad- 
vance of  countries  engaged  in  supplying  others 
with  agricultural  productions,  by  the  correspondent 
growth   of  population  and  domestic  demand  for 
theseproductions,  which  accompanied  that  advance, 
led  to  a  progressive  diminution  in  the  amount  of 
the  supply  for  external  purposes.     The  occa>^ion 
and  demand  of  these  countries,  too,  for  foreign 
products,  must  undergo  reduction  in  proportion  as 
the  domestic  was  found  available,  and  came  to  be 
relied  on.     Both  the  supply,  then,  of  the  subsistence 
and  materials  of  industry,  from  such  countries  to 
the  manufacturing  countries  depending  on  them, 
and  their  consumption  of  the  manulaciures  of  these 
last  countries,  must  be  liable  to  a  declension  per- 
petually progressive,  as  respected  their  amounts. 
The  operation  of  this  state  of  things  on  the  man- 
ufacturing countries  required  no  explanation.    Let 
the  occasional  influence  of  unfavorable  seasons  on 
political  vicissitudes,  in  atfecting  the  regularity  of 
commercial  supply  and  demand,  be  regarded,  in 
addition,  and  the  true  character  of  the  policy  under 
discussion,  in  the  relation  in  which  it  was  now 
examined,  would  be  presented  in  a  just  point  of 
riew.     The  effects  of  this  policy  were  not,  indeed, 
susceptible  of  complete  realization,  as  respected  a 
countryof  theimmenseand  almost  boundless  extent 
and  capacity  of  production  of  the  United  States. 
Thedevelopement  of  its  operation  would,  however, 
be  complete  as  respected  the  different  sections  of 


the  country,  considered  in  their  relations  to  each 
other.     The  sections  in  which  the  manufacturing 
system  should  come  to  prevail  extensively,  (the 
northern,  &c.,)  must  be  subjected  to  a  dependence, 
such  as  had  been  described,  on   the  quarter  which 
would  remain  exclusively  engaged  in  agriculture, 
(the  southern  section.)     If  the  parts  were  destined 
to  a  disseverance  of  their  present  political  confed- 
eracy, the  disadvantage  of  such  a  state  of  things  as 
had  been  described,  to  the  northern  .section,  would 
be  aggravated  beyond  its  eflect  in  the  case  of  an 
ordinary  foreign  nation,  by  the  influence  of  inevi- 
table political  jealousies,  and  the  feelings  generated 
by  the  rivalry  of  neighborhood.     If  the  confede- 
racy were  to  continue,  on  the  other  hand,  a  pre- 
dominating influence  would  be   acquired  to  the 
southern  section  in  the  General  Council  and  Ad- 
ministration.    Such  an  inclination  ol  the  balance 
of  influence  would,  (in  theopinionof  Mr.  Archer,) 
be  attended  with  far  less  hazard,  of  an  abusive  or 
injurious  employment  of  the  power  it  would  con- 
vey, than  an  inclination  in  tiie  contrary  direction. 
Inclination  in  any  direction,  however,  produced 
by  artificial  means,  was  nosubject  for  approbation. 
But  the  objection  of  greatest  force  to  an  ex- 
tended manufacturing  system  related  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  population  it  had  a  tendency  to  form. 
What  kind  of  population  was  it?     A  population 
distorted  and  decrepid,  as  rt  .spects  both  bodily  and 
mental  endowments,  equally  marked  by  imbecility 
and  abasement.    How  unlike  our  ancestors  achiev- 
ing the  Revolution,  or  meriting  the  splendid  eu- 
logy which  described  them  as  jiursuing  the  objects 
of  commercial  enterprise,  with  equal  intrepidity, 
sagacity,  and  perseverance,  under  every  variety  of 
difficulty   and    climate,    beneath    the   equmoctial 
heats,  or  amid   the  tumbling   mountains  of  ice, 
I  under  the  frozen  serpent  of  the  pole!    In  large 
manufacturing   establishments,    the   worst    evils, 
physical  and  moral,  found  their  source  or  refuge. 
It  was  in  such  nurseries  that  pestilence  was  most 
accustomed  to  take  its  birth  and  collect  its  venom. 
It  was  in  these  armories  that  death  best  delighted 
to  forge  his  arrows,  and  made  the  first  and  most 
effectual  essay  of  their  virtue.     The  moral  evils 
derived  from  the  same  sources  were  of  a  character 
no  less  conspicuous.     It  was  not  less  true  of  moral 
than  it  was  of  material  subjects,  that,  when  col- 
lected and  kept  in  groups  and  masses,  they  were 
prone  to  undergo  a  fermentive  proct^s,  and  to  as- 
sume a  putrefactive  condition.     Among  civilized 
nations,  accordingly,  the  luated  and  surcharged 
atmosphere  of  extensive  manufacturing  establish- 
ments was  found  to  present  the  situation  most  un- 
avorable  to  moral  ••■anify. 

It  was  in  a  political  view,  however,  that  the 
evil  of  an  extended  manufacturing  population  was 
the  most  striking.  This  portion  of  population  was 
not  to  be  excluded  from  political  rights.  And  what 
was  their  qualification  likely  to*  prove  for  the  ex- 
ercise of  such  rights  ?  In  the  most  favorable  gene- 
ral estimate,  depending  for  the  means  of  occupa- 
tion and  subsistence  on  the  class  of  employers,  they 
were  to  be  regarded  as  liable  to  become  the  mere 
instruments  of  that  class,  in  the  discharge  of  politi- 
cal functions.     This  was  no  ordinary  evil.    But, 
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let  occasions  of  severe  general  distress,  or  political  j      Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  A.  regarded  the  bill  as  in- 
excitement,  be  taken  into  view,  and  in  what  light  volving  an  imposition  considerable  in  amount,  and 
was  this  population  then  to  be  regarded?     As  an  which  was  neither  just  in  its  principle  nor  equal 
element  of  civil  distemper,  distributed  through  the  in   its  operation.     The   beneficial   results   antici- 
State,   liable,  with  the  slightest  incitement  from  pated  from  its  ado])tion  he  considered  as  illusory, 
accident  or  mismanagement,  to  be  awakened  into  and  conceived,  on  the  contrary,  that  its  operation 
paroxysm.     Nor  were  the  disorders  to  which  this  would  be  found  fraught  with  no  ordinary  detri- 
descripiion  of  population  was  prone  by  any  means  ment  to  the  most  essential  interests  of  the  com- 
the  most  injurious  of  the  evils  attendant  on  It.    A  munity.     He  could  not  but  hope,  therefore,  that 
far  worse  characteristic  was  its  tendency,  through  it  would  obtain  the  singular  testimony  to  its  merit 
the  medium  of  this  liability  to  disorder,  to  give  oc-  which  the  chairmari  of  the  committee  (Mr.  Bald- 
casion  to  an  arbitrary  administration  of  Govern-  win)  had  spoken  of  as  the  most  conclusive  and 
ment,  and,  finally,  to  injurious  modifications  of  unquestionable,  viz:  that  of  giving  dissatisfaction 
the  form  of  it.     By  the  frequent  recurrence  of  civil  to  every  part  of  the  House.     This  praise  it  had 
disorders,  or  manifestation  of  disposition  to  them,  already  earned,  as  resptcted  one  quarter  of  the 
Government    became   supplied   with    incitements  j  House;  and   it  was  attended  by  the  hearty  good 
and  opportunity  for  the  exercise  and  permanent  >  wishes  of  Mr.  A.  for  similar  success  in  every  other 
assum|)tion  of  dangerous  powers,  and  their  sub-  quarter.     To  the  general  principle  of  this  raeas- 
jects  with  inducements  for   submission  to  them,  ure,  he  could  not  express  his  objection  more  aptlv 
as  a  refuge  against  more  intolerable  calamities,  than  in  the  reason  assigned  by  an  ancient  English 
These  views  were  neither  visionary  nor  question-  patriot,  when  called  to  expiate  his  attachment  to 
able.     They  derived  abundant  confirmation  from  liberty  on  the  scaflUd,  for  resistance  to  an  arbi- 
the  su^^gestions  both  of  rea.son  and  experience,  trary  Government,     He  said  he  had  never  been 
Other  nations,  indeed,  had  not  always  had  it  in  able  to  discover  that  "  some  men  came  into  the 
their  ftower  to  avoid  the  admission  of  a  manufac-  world  with  saddles  on   their   backs,  and   others 
turint'   policy    to   a    considerable   extent.     There  booted  and  spurred  to  ride  them."     Neither  could 
were'circumstances  di>tinguishing  the  physical  or  Mr.  A.  admit  that  parties  came  into  the  Federal 
political  condition  of  some  countries,  and  a  stage  Union  in  any  such  relative  conditions.     And  he 
in  the  progress  of  society,  of  which  an  extensive  would   take    occasion   to   warn   gentlemen   who 
prevalence  of  the  manufacturing  system  was  to  be  ;  thought,  by  means  of  the  present  or  any  other  in- 
considered  the  natural  result  or  attendant.     The  justice,  to  mount  upon  the  backs  of  the  Southern 
peculiarityof  the  error  of  which  we  evinced  a  dis-  i>eople,  that  they  would  find  their  seats  neither 
position  to  l)e  guilty,  would  consist  in  the  volun-  pleasant,  nor  so  entirely  secure  but  that  they  might 
tary,  artificial,  and  premature  introduction  of  this  chance  to  encounter  a  fall,  from  the  effects  of 


system,which  other  nations  had  wanted,  and  we  our- 
selves migbt  eventually  want,  the  power  to  escape 
from.  With  those,  however,  who  entertained  a  dif- 
ferent opinion  as  respected  the  value  of  the  system, 


which  it  might  not  be  easy  to  recover. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  addressed  the  Chair  as 
follows: 

Mr.  Chairman,  whatever  may  be  the  value  of 


the  objection  to  premature  introduction  ought  to  my  opinions  upon  the  interesting  subject  now  be- 
have an  undiminislied  weight,  as  this  mode  of  in- j  fore  us,  they  have  not  been  hastily  formed.  It 
troduction  could  not  fail  to  be  attended  with  an  may  possibly  be  recollected  by  some  gentlemen 
impairment,  both  of  its  stability  and  advantages.  I  that  I  expressed  them  when  the  existing  tariff"  was 
The  true  operation  of  this  manufacturing  policy  adopted;  and  that  I  then  urged  that  the  period  of 
was  so  clearly  evinced,  in  the  greater  liability  of    the  termination  of  a  war,  during  which  the  man 


the  manufacturing  classes  to  suffering  in  seasons 
of  distress,  that,  if  the  question  could  be  entirely 
disconnected  from  sympathy  for  subsisting  or  rc- 


ufacturing  industry  of  the  country  had  received  a 
powerful  spring,  was  precisely  that  period  when 
Government  was  alike  impelled,  by  duty  arid  in- 


cent  distress,  the  expectation  was  no  unlair  one,  i  tere.^^t,  to  protect  it  agamsl  the  free  admission  of 
that  the  room  for  diversity  of  opinion  would  be  \  foreign  fabrics,  consequent  unon  a  state  of  peace, 
materially  diminished.  In  relation  to  this  part  of  j  I  insisted,  on  that  occasion,  that  a  less  measure  of 
the  subject,  however,  it  was  to  be  re-collected,  that  )  protection  would  prove  more  efficacious,  at  that 
the  occasion  furnished  no  proper  scope  for  the  in-  I  time  than  one  of  greater  extent  at  a  future  day. 
dulgence  of  >ympathy ;  and,  in  a  juster  view  of  i  My  wishes  prevailed  only  in  part;  and  we  are 
the'question,  it  could  not  be  good  policy  to  main-  i  now  called  upon  to  decide  whether  we  will  cor- 
tain  by  the  force  of  legislation,  a  system  which  it  '  rect  the  error  which,  1  think,  we  then  committed, 
would  not  be  good  policy  to  originate.  In  considering  the  subject,  the  first  '"ipo^^ant 

On  the  view  of  the  proposed  policy  which  re-    inquiry  that  we  should  make  is,  whether  it  l)e  de- 


lated to  its  probable  operation  on  the  revenue, 
(which,  in  its  general  results,  was  perhaps  suffi- 
ciently obvious,)  Mr.  A.  would  only  make  the 
single  remark,  that  when  the  interests  of  revenue 
and  manufactures  were  both  admitted  to  be  suf- 
fering under  severe  depression,  the  policy  must,  to 
say  the  least  of  it,  be  questionable,  which  proposed 
the  sacrifice  of  one,  and  that  not  the  least  impor- 
tant, of  these  interests,  for  the  promotion  of  the  other. 


sirable  that  such  a  portion  of  the  capital  and  labor 
of  the  country  should  be  employed,  in  the  business 
of  manufacturing,  as  would  furnish  a  supply  of  our 
necessary  wants?  Since  the  first  colonization  of 
America,  the  principal  direction  of  the  labor  and 
capital  of  the  inhabitants  has  been  to  produce  raw 
materials  for  the  consumption  or  fabrication  of 
foreign  nations.  We  have  always  had,  in  great 
abundance,  the  means  of  subsistence,  but  we  nave 
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derived  chiefly  from  other  countries  our  clothes 
and  the  instruments  of  defence.     Except  during 
those  interruptions  of  commerce  arising  from  a 
state  of  war,  or  from  measures  adopted  for  vindi- 
cating our  commercial  rights,  we  liave  experienced 
no  very  great  inconvenience  heretofore  from  this 
mode  of  supply.     The  limited  amount  of  our  sur- 
plus produce,  resulting  from  the  smallness  of  our 
numbers,  and  the  long  and  arduous  convulsions  of 
Europe,  secured  us  good  markets  for  that  surplus 
in  her  ports  or  those  of  her  colonies.     But  those 
convulsions  have  now  ceased,  and  our  population 
has  reached  nearly  ten  millions.     A  new  epoch 
has  arisen,  and  it  becomes  us  to  deliberately  con- 
template our  own  actual  condition,  and  the  rela- 
tions which  are  likely  to  exist  between  us  and  the 
other  parts  of  the  world.     The  actual  state  of  our 
population,  and  the  ratio  of  its  progres«tive  increase 
when  compared  with  the  ratio  of  the  increase  of 
the  population  of  the  countries  which  have  hith- 
erto consumed  our  raw  produce,  seem  to  me  alone 
to  demonstrate  the  necessity  of  diverting  some  por- 
tion of  our  industry  from  its  accustomed  employ- 
ment.    We  duplicate  our  population  in  about  the 
term  of  twenty-five  years.     If  there  be  no  change 
in  the  m(xle  of  exerting  our  industry,  we  shall  du- 
plicate, in  the  same  term,  the  amount  of  our  ex- 
portable produce.     Europe,  including  such  of  her 
colonies  as  we  have  free  access  to,  taken  alto- 
gether,  does  not  duplicate   her   population   in  a 
shorter  term   probably  than  one  hundred  years. 
The  ratio  of  the  increase  of  her  capacity  of  con- 
sumption, therefore,  is  to  that  of  our  capacity  of 
production  as  one  is  to  four.     And  it  is  manifest, 
from  ihis  simple  exhibition  of  the  powers  of  the 
consuming  countries,  compared  with  those  of  the 
supplying  country,  that  the  former  arc  inadequate 
to  t.ie  latter.     It  is  certainly  true,  that  a  portion  of 
the  mass  of  our  raw  produce,  which  we  transmit 
to  her,  revert  sto  ns  in  a  fabricated  form,  and  that 
this  return  augments  with  our  increasing  popula- 
tion.    This  is,  however,  a  very  inconsiderable  ad- 
dition to  her  actual  ability  to  adbrd  a  market  for 
the  produce  of  our  industry. 

I  believe  that  we  are  already  beginning  to  ex- 
perience this  want  of  capacity  in  Europe  to  con- 
sume our  surplus  produce.  Take  the  great  arti- 
cles of  cotton,  tobacco,  and  breadslufls.  For  the 
latter  we  have  scarcely  any  foreign  demand.  And 
is  there  not  reason  to  believe  that  we  have  reached, 
if  we  have  not  passed,  the  maximum  of  the  for- 
eign demand  for  the  other  two  articles?  Consid- 
erations connected  with  the  cheapness  of  cotton, 
as  a  raw  material,  and  the  facility  with  which  it 
can  be  fabricated,  will  probably  make  it  be  more 
and  more  used  as  a  substitute  for  other  materials. 
But  after  you  allow  to  the  demand  for  it  the  ut- 
most extension  of  which  it  is  susceptible,  it  is  yet 
limited — limited  by  the  number  of  persons  who 
use  it,  their  wants,  and  their  ability  to  supply  them. 
If  we  have  not  reached,  therefore,  the  maximum 
of  the  foreign  demand — as  I  believe  we  have — we 
must  soon  fully  satisfy  it.  With  respect  to  to- 
bacco, that  article  afi'orded  an  enjoyment  not  ne- 
cessary, as  food  and  clothes  are,  to  human  exist- 
ence, the  foreign  demand  for  it  is  still  more  preca- 


rious, and  I  apprehend  that  we  have  already  passed 
the  limits  of  it.  It  appears  to  me,  then,  that  if 
we  consult  our  interest  merely,  we  ought  to  en- 
courage home  manufactures.  But  there  were  other 
motives  recommending  it,  of  not  less  importance. 

The  wants  of  man  may  be  classed  under  three 
great  heads — food,  raiment,  and  defence.  They 
are  felt  alike  in  the  state  of  barbarity  and  in  that  of 
civilization.  He  must  be  defended  against  the 
ferocious  beasts  of  prey  m  the  one  condition,  and 
against  the  ambition,  violence,  and  injustice,  inci- 
dent to  the  other.  If  he  seeks  to  obtain  a  supply 
of  those  wants,  without  giving  an  equivalent,  he 
is  a  beggar  or  a  robber ;  if,  by  promising  an  equiv- 
alent whicii  he  cannot  give,  he  is  fraudulent ;  and 
if  by  a  commerce,  in  which  there  is  perfect  free- 
dom on  his  side,  whilst  he  meets  with  nothing  but 
restrictions  on  the  other,  he  submits  to  an  unjust 
and  degrading  inequality.  What  is  true  of  indi- 
viduals is  equally  so  of  nations.  The  country, 
then,  which  relies  upon  foreign  nations  for  either 
of  those  great  essentials,  is  not  in  fact,  independent. 
Nor  IS  It  any  compensation  for  our  dejiendence 
upon  other  nations,  that  they  also  are  dependent 
upon  us,  if  it  were  true.  Every  nation  should  anx- 
iously endeavor  to  establish  its  absolute  independ- 
ence, and,  consequently,  to  feed  and  clothe  and 
defend  itself  If  it  rely  upon  a  foreign  supply, 
that  may  be  cut  off  by  the  caprice  of  the  nation 
making  it,  by  war  with  it,  or  by  war  even  with 
other  nations.  But  it  is  not  true  that  any  other 
nations  depend  upon  us  in  a  degree  any  thing  like 
equal  to  that  of  our  dependence  upon  ihem,  for  the 
great  necessaries  to  which  I  have  referred.  Every 
other  nation  seeks  to  supply  itself  with  them  from 
its  own  resources ;  and  so  strong  is  the  desire  wh^ch 
they  feel  to  accomplish  this  purpose,  that  they  ex- 
clude the  cheaper  foreign  article  for  the  dearer 
home  production.  Witness  the  English  policy  in 
regard  to  corn.  So  selfish,  in  this  respect,  is  the 
conduct  of  the  other  Powers,  that,  in  some  in- 
stances, they  even  prohibit  the  produce  of  the  in- 
dustry of  their  own  colonies,  when  it  comes  into 
competition  with  the  produce  of  the  parent  coun- 
try. All  other  countries  but  our  own  exclude,  by 
high  duties,  or  absolute  prohibitions,  whatever 
they  can,  respectively,  produce  within  themselves. 
The  truth  is,  and  it  was  in  vain  to  disguise  it,  that 
we  are  a  sort  of  independent  colonies  of  England — 
politically  free,  commercially  slaves.  Gentlemen 
tell  us  the  advantages  of  a  free  exchange  of  the 
produce  of  the  world.  But  they  tell  us  of  what 
never  has  existed,  does  not  exist,  and  perhaps 
never  will  exist.  They  invoke  us  to  give  perfect 
freedom  on  our  side,  whilst,  in  the  ports  ol  every 
other  nation,  we  are  met  with  a  code  of  odious 
restrictions,  shutting  out  entirely  a  great  part  of 
our  produce,  and  letting  in  only  so  much  as  they 
cannot  possibly  do  without.  I  will  hereafter  exa- 
mine their  favorite  maxim,  of  leaving  things  to 
themselves,  more  particularly.  At  present  I  will 
only  say,  that  1  am,  too,  a  friend  to  free  trade,  but  it 
must  be  free  trade  of  perfect  reciprocity.  If  the  gov- 
erning consideration  were  cheapness  ;  if  national 
independence  were  to  weigh  nothing ;  if  honor 
nothing ;  why  not  subsidize  foreign  Powers  to  de- 
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(end  tis  ?  Why  not  hire  Swiss  or  Hessian  armies  or  any  other  system,  it  constitutes,  at  the  same 
to  protect  us  ?  Why  not  get  our  arms  of  all  kinds,  lime,  an  impediment,  in  the  opinion  of  some,  to 
as  we  do,  in  part,  the  blankets  and  clothing  of  our  the  success  of  manufacturing  industry,  by  its  ten- 
soldiers,  from  abroad  ?  We  should  probably  con-  .  dency  to  prevent  the  reduction  of  the  wages  of 
suit  economy  by  these  dangerous  expedients.  '  labor.     Those  who  urge  this  objection  have  their 

But,  say  gentlemen,  there  are  to  the  nianufac-  eyes  too  much  fixed  on  the  ancient  system  of  roan- 
turing  system  some  inherent  objections  which  ufacturing,  when  manual  labor  ^^'as  the  principal 
should  induce  us  to  avoid  its  introduction  into  this  instrument  which  it  employed.  During  the  last 
country;  and  we  are  warned  by  the  example  of  half  century,  since  the  inventions  of  Arkwright, 
England,  by  her  pauperism,  by  the  vices  of  her  and  the  long  train  of  improvements  which  fol- 
population,  her  wars,  &c.  It  would  be  a  strange  lowed,  the  labor  of  machinery  is  principally  used, 
order  of  Providence,  if  it  were  true,  that  he  should  \  I  have  understood,  from  sources  of  information 
create  necessary  and  indispensable  wants,  and  yet  ,  which  I  believe  to  be  accurate,  that  the  combined 
should  render  us  unable  to  supply  them,  without  |  force  of  all  the  machinery  employed  bv  Great 
the  degradation  or  contamination  of  our  species,      j  Britain,  in  manufacturing,  is  equal  to  the  labor  of 

Pauperism  is,  in  the  general,  the  effect  of  au  '  one  hundred  millions  of  able-bodied  men.  If  we 
overflowing  population.  Manufactures  may,  un-  j  suppose  the  aggregate  of  the  labor  of  all  the  indi- 
doubtedly,  produce  a  redundant  population ;  but ;  viduals  which  she  employs  in  that  branch  of  in- 
so  may  commerce,  and  so  may  agriculture.  In  |  dustry  to  be  equal  to  the  united  labor  of  two  mil- 
this  respect  they  are  alike;  and,  Irora  whatever  j  lions  of  able-bodied  men,  (and  I  should  think  it 
cause  the  disproportion  of  a  population  to  the  sub-  does  not  exceed  it,)  machine  labor  will  stand  to 
sisting  faculty  of  a  country  may  proceed,  its  eflect "  manual  labor,  in  the  proportion  of  one  hundred  to 


of  pauperism  is  the  same.  Many  parts  of  Asia 
would  exhibit,  perhaps,  as  afflicting  effects  of  an 
extreme  prosecution  of  the  agricultural  system,  as 
England  can  possibly  furnish  respecting  the  man- 
ufacturing.    It  was  not,   however,  fair  to  argue 


two.  There  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  we  have  skill 
and  enterprise  enough  to  command  the  requisite 
amount  of  machine  power. 

There  are,  too,  some  checks  to  emigration  from 
the  settled  parts  of  our  country  to  the  wastelands 


from  these  extreme  cases,  against  either  the  one  i  of  the  West.     Distance  is  one,  and  it  is  every  day 


system  or  the  other.     There  are  abuses  incident 
to  every  branch  of  industry,  to  every  profession. 
It  would  not  be  thought  very  just  or  wise  to  ar- 
raign the  honorable  professions  of  law  and  physic, 
because  the  one  produces  the  pettifogger,  and  the 
Other  the  quack.     Even  in  England,  it  had  been 
established  by  the  diligent  search  of  Colquhoun, 
from  tlie  most  authentic  evidence,  the  judicial  re- 
cords of  the  country,  that  the  instances  of  crime 
were  much  more   numerous  in   the  agricultural, 
than  in  the  manufacturing  districts;  thus  proving 
that  the  cause  of  wretchedness  and  vice,  in  that 
country,  was  to  be  sought  for,  not  in  this  or  that 
system,  so  much  as  in  the  fact  of  the  density  of 
its    population.     France   resembles   this  country 
more  than  England,  in  respect  to  the  employments 
of  her   population ;  and  we  do  not  find  that  there 
is  any  thing  in  the  condition  of  the  manufacturing 
portion  of  It  which  ought  to  dissuade  us  from  the 
introduction  of  it  into  our  own  country.     But  even 
France  has   not    that   great  security  against  the 
abuses  of  the  manufacturing  system,  against  the 
effects  of  too  great  a  density  of  population,  \yhich 
we  possess  in  our  waste  lands.     Whilst  this  re- 
source exists  we  have  nothing  to  apprehend.     Do 
capitalists  give  too  low  wages;  are  the  laborers 
too  crowded,  and  in  danger  of  starving  ?     The 
unseated  lands  will  draw  off  the  redundancy,  and 
leave  the  others  better  provided  for.     If  an  unset- 
tled province,  such  as  Texas,  for  example,  could, 
by  some  convulsion  of  nature,  be  waited  along 
side  of,  and  attached  to,  the  island  of  Great  Britain, 
the  instantaneous  effect  would  be,  to  draw  off  the 
redundant  portion  of  its  population,  and  to  rendej 
more  comfortable  both  the  emigrants  and  those 
whom  they  would  leave  behind.     I  am  aware  that, 
whilst  the  public   domain  is  an  acknowledged 
security  against  the  abuses  of  the  manufactuimg, 


becoming  greater  and  greater.     There  exists,  also, 
a  natural  repugnance  (felt  less,  it  is  true,  in  the 
United  States  than  elsewhere,  but  felt  even  here) 
to  abandoning  the  place  of  our  nativity.     Women 
and  children,  who  could  not  migrate,  and  who 
would  be  comparatively  idle  if  manufactures  did 
not  exist,  may  be  pro&tably  employed  in  them. 
This  is  a  very  great  benefit.     I  witnes.sed  the  ad- 
vantage resulting  from  the  employment  of  this 
description  of/our  population,  in  a  visit  which  I 
lately  made  to  the  Waltham  manufactory,  near 
Boston.     There  some  hundreds  of  girls  and  boys 
were  occupied  in  separate  apartments.   The  great- 
est order,  neatness,  and  apparent  comfort,  reigned 
throughout  the- whole  establishment.     The  daugh- 
ters of  respectable  farmers — in  one  instance  1  re- 
member the  daughter  of  a  Senator  in  the  Slate 
Legislature — were  usefully  occupied.  They  would 
come  down  to  the  manufactory,  remain  perhaps 
some  months,  and  return,  with  their  earnings,  to 
assist   them    throughout  the   vear.     But  one  in- 
stance had  occurred,  I  was  informed  by  the  intel- 
ligent manager,  of  doubtful  conduct  on  the  part 
of  any  of  the   females,  and   after   she  was  dis- 
missed, there  was  reason  to  believe  that  injustice 
had  been  done  her.     Suppose  that  establishment 
to  be  destroyed,  what  would  become  of  all  the 
persons  who  are  thus  engaged  so  beneficially  to 
themselves,  and  so  usefully  to  the  State?    Can  it 
be  doubted  that,  if  the  crowds  of  little  boys  and 
girls  who  infest  this  Capitol,  and  assail  us  every 
day,  at  its  very  doors,  as  we  come  in  and  go  out, 
begging  for  a  cent,  were  employed  in  some  manu- 
facturing  establishment,  it  would   be   better  for 
them  and   the  city?     Those  who  object  to  the 
manufacturing  system,  should  recollect,  that  con- 
stant occupation  is  the  best  security  for  innocence 
and  virtue,  and  that  idleness  is  the  parent  of  vice 
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and  crime.  They  should  contemplate  the  labor- 
ing poor  with  employment,  and  ask  themselves 
what  would  be  their  condition  without  it.  If  there 
are  instances  of  hard  taskmasters  among  the  man- 
ufacturers, so  there  are  in  agriculture.  The  cause 
is  to  bo  sought  for,  not  in  the  nature  of  this  or 
that  system,  but  in  the  nature  of  man.  If  there 
are  particular  species  of  unhealthy  employment  in 
manufacturing,  so  there  are  in  agriculture  also. 
There  has  been  an   idle  attempt   to  ridicule  the 


cannot  remain  in  the  relation  of  seller  only  to 
foreign  Powers,  for  any  length  of  time  ;  but  if,  as 
I  have  no  doubt,  our  agriculture  will  continue  to 
supply,  as  far  as  it  can  protitably,  to  the  extent  of 
the  limit  of  the  foreign  demand,  we  shall  receive 
not  only  in  return  many  of  the  articles  on  which 
the  tariff  operates,  for  our  own  consumption,  but 
they  may  also  form  the  objects  of  trade  with 
South  America  and  other  Powers,  and  our  com- 
forts  may  be   multiplied   by  the  importation   of 


manufacturing  system,  and   we  have  heard  the    other  articles.     Diminished  consumption,  in  con 


expressions  "spinning  jenny  tenure."  It  is  one 
of  the  noblest  inventions  of  human  skill.  It  has 
diffused  comforts  among  thousands  who  would 
have  never  enjoyed  them  but  for  it ;  and  unborn 
millions  will  bless  the  man  who  invented  it. 
Three  inventions  have  distinguished  the  last  half 
century,  each  of  which,  if  it  had  happened  at 
long  intervals  of  time  from  the  other,  would  have 
been  sufficient  to  constitute  an  epoch  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  useful  arts.  The  Hrst  was  that  of 
Arkwright ;  and  our  own  country  was  entitled  to 
the  merit  of  the  other  two.  The  world  is  indebted 
to  Whitney  for  the  one,  and  to  Fulton  for  the 
other.  Nothing  is  secure  against  the  shafts  of 
ridicule,  What  would  be  thought  of  a  man  who 
should  speak  of  a  cotton  gin  tenure,  or  a  steam- 
boat tenure?  In  one  respect  there  is  a  great  dif- 
ference in  favor  of  manufactures,  when  compared 
with  agriculture.  It  is  the  rapidity  with  which 
the  whole  manufacturing  community  avail  them- 
selves of  an  improvement.  It  is  instantly  com- 
municated and  put  in  operation.  There  is  an 
avidity  for  improvement  in  the  one  system,  an 
aversion  from  it  in  the  other.     The  habits  of  jjen- 


sequence  of  the  augmentation  of  duties,  does  not 
necessarily  imply  diminished  revenue.  The  in- 
crease of  the  duty  may  compensate  the  decrease 
in  the  consumption,  and  give  you  as  large  a  reve- 
nue as  you  before  derived. 

Can  any  one  doubt  the  impolicy  of  Govern- 
ment resting  solely  upon  the  precarious  resource  of 
such  a  revenue?  It  is  constantly  fluctuating.  It 
tempts  us,  by  its  enormous  amount,  at  one  time, 
into  extravagant  expenditure;  and  we  are  then 
driven,  by  its  sudden  and  unexpected  depression, 
into  the  opposite  extreme.  We  are  seduced  by  its 
flattering  promises  into  expenses  which  we  might 
avoid  ;  and  we  are  afterwards  constrained,  by  its 
treachery,  to  avoid  expenses  which  we  ought  to 
make.  It  is  a  system  under  which  there  is  a  sort 
of  perpetual  war  between  the  interest  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  interest  of  the  people.  Large 
importations  fill  the  coffers  of  Government,  and 
empty  the  pockets  of  the  people.  Small  importa- 
tions imply  prudence  on  the  part  of  the  people, 
and  leave  the  Treasury  empty.  In  war  the  reve- 
nue disappears;  in  peace  it  is  unsteady.  On  such 
a  system  the  Government  will  not  be  able  much 


eration  after  generation  pass  down  the  long  tract  j  longer  exclusively  to  rely.  We  all  anticipate  that 
of  lime,  in  p-rpelual  succession,  without  the  slight-  !  we  shall  have  shortly  to  resort  to  some  additional 
est  change  in  agriculture.  The  ploughman  who  '  supply  of  revenue  within  ourselves.  I  was  op- 
fastens  his  plough  to  the  tails  of  his  cattle,  will  I  posed  to  the  total  repeal  of  the  internal  revenue, 
not  own  that  there  is  any  other  mode  equal  to  j  I  would  have  preserved  certain  parts  of  it  at  least, 
his.  An  agricultural  people  will  be  in  the  neigh-  to  be  ready  for  emergencies,  such  as  now  exists, 
borhood  of°other  communities  who  have  made  the  ;  And  I  am,  for  one,  ready  to  exclude  foreign  spir- 
greatest  progress  in  husbandry,  without  advancing  j  its  altogither,  and  substitute  to  the  revenue  levied 
in  the  slightest  degree.  Many  parts  of  our  coun-  on  them  a  tax  upon  the  spirits  made  w^ithin  the 
try  are  one  hundred  years  in  advance  of  Sweden  i  country.  No  other  nation  lets  in  so  much  of  for- 
in  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  the  soil.  !  cign  spirits  as  we  do.  By  the  encouragement  of 
It  is  objected,  that  the  effect  of  the  encourage-  ;  home  industry  you  will  lay  a  basis  of  internal 
ment  of  home  manufactures,  by  the  proposed  '  taxation,  when  it  gets  strong,  that  will  be  steady 
tariff,  will  be,  to  diminish  the  revenue  from  the  i  and  uniform,  yielding  alike  in  peace  and  in  war. 
customs.  The  amount  of  the  revenue  from  that  j  We  do  not  derive  our  ability  from  abroad  to  pay 
source  will  depend  upon  the  amount  of  importa- !  taxes.  That  depends  upon  our  wealth  and  our 
tions,  and  the  measure  of  these  will  be  the  value  industry  ;  and  it  is  the  same,  whatever  may  be  the 
of  the  exports  from  this  country.  The  quantity  j  form  oi  levying  the  public  contributions. 
of  the  exportable  produce  will  depend  upon  the  But  it  is  urged,  that  you  tax  other  interests  of 
foreign  demand  ;  and  there  can  bo  no  doubt  that,  '  the  State  to  sustain  manufacturers.  The  business 
under  any  distribution  of  the  labor  and  capital  of;  of  manufacturing,  if  encouraged,  will  be  open  to 
this  country,  from  the  greater  allurements  which  ,  all.  It  is  not  for  ilie  sake  of  the  particular  indi- 
agriculture  presejits  than  any  other  species  of  in-  viduals  who  may  happen  to  be  engaged  in  it  that 
dustry,  there  will  be  always  a  quantity  of  its  pro-  '  we  propose  to  foster  it,  but  it  is  for  the  general  in- 
duce sufficient  to  satisfy  that  demand.  If  there  '  terest.  We  think  that  it  is  necessary  to  the  com- 
be a  diminution  in  the  ability  of  foreign  nations  fort  and  well  being  of  society,  that  fabrication,  at 
to  consume  our  raw  produce,  in  the  proportion  of,  veil  as  the  business  of  production  and  distributioii, 
our  diminished  consumption  of  theirs,  under  the  :  should  be  supported  and  taken  care  of.     Now,  if 


operation  of  this  system,  that  will  be  compensated 
by  the  substitution  of  a  home  to  a  foreign  mar- 
ket, in  the  same  proportion.     It  is  true,  that  we 


it  \)e  even  true  that  the  price  of  the  home  fabric 
will  be  somewhat  higher,  in  the  first  instance,  than 
the  rival  foreign  article,  that  consideration  ougl 
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not  to  prevent  our  extending  reasonable  protection 
to  the  home  fabric.     Present  temporary  inconve- 
nience may  be  well  submitted  to,  for  the  sake  of 
future  permanent  benefit.     If  the  experience  of  all  ' 
other  countries   be  not  utterly  fallacious;  if  the 
promises  of  the  manufacturing  system  be  not  ab- 
solutely illusory,  by  the  competition  which  will  be  , 
elicited  in  consequence  of  your  parental  care,  prices  j 
will  be  ultimately  brought  down  to  a   level  with  | 
the  foreign  commodity.     Now,  in  a  .scheme  of 
policy  which  is  devised  for  a  nation,  we  sh"5uld 
not  limit  our  views  to  its  operation  during  a  single 

{rear,  or  for  even  a  short  term  of  years.    We  should  j 
ook  at  its  operation  for  a  considerable  time,  and  i 
in  war  as  well  as  peace.     Can  there  be  a  doubt,  | 
thus  contemplating  it,  that  we  shall  be  compen- 1 
sated  by  the  certainty  and  steadiness  of  the  supply,  I 
in  all  seasons,  and  the  ultimate  reduction  of   tfie  j 
price,   for    any    temporary   sacrifices   we    make?. 
Take  the  example  of  salt,  which   the  ingenious 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Archer)  has  ad-  j 
duced.     He  says  during  the  war  the  price  of  that 
article  rose  to  ten  dollars  per  bushel,  and  he  asks 
if  you  would  lay  a  duty,  permanent  in  its  duration, 
of  three  dollars  per  bushel,  to  secure  a  supply  in  j 
war.    I  answer  no,  I  would  not  lay  so  high  a  duiy.  ; 
That  which  is  now  proposed,  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  domestic  production,  is  only  five  cents 
per  bushel.    In  forty  years  the  duty  would  amount  | 
only  to  two  dollars.    If  the  recurrence  of  war  shall  j 
be  only  after  intervals  of  forty  years  |)eace,  (and 
we  may  expect  it  probably  oftener,)  and  if,  when 
it  does  come,  the  same  price  should  again  be  given, 
there  will  be  a  clear  saving  of  eight  dollars,  by 
promoting  the  domestic  fabrication.     All  society 
is  an  affair  of  mutual  concession.     If  we  expect  to 
derive  the  benefits  which  are  incident  to  it,  we 
must  sustain  our  reasonable  share  of  its  burdens. 
The  great  interests  which  it  is  intended   to  guard 
and  cherish,  must  be  supported  by  their  recii)rocal 
action  and  reaction.     The  harmony  of  its  parts  is 
disturbed — the  discipline  which  is  necessary  to  its 
order  is  incomplete,  when  one  of  the  three  great 
and  essential  branches  of  its  industry  is  abandoned 
and  unprotected.     If  you  want  to  find  an  example 
of  order,  of  freedom  from  debt,  of  economy,  of  ex- 
penditure falling  short  of  rather  than   (xceeding 
income,  you  will  go  to  a  well  regulated  family  of 
a  farmer.     You  will  go  to  the  house  of  such  a 
man  as  Isaac  Shelby.     You  will  not  find  him  re- 
sorting te  taverns,  engaged   in   broils,  prosecuting 
angry  law  suits.     You  will  behold  every  member 
of  his  family  clad  with  the  produce  of  their  own 
hands,  and  usefully  employed — the  spinning  wheel 
and   the   loom    in    motion    by   day-br<ak.     With 
what  pleasure  will  his  wife  carry  you  into  her  neat 
dairy,  lead  you  into  her  store-house,  and   point  to 
the  table  cloths,  the  sheets,  the  counterpant  s,  which 
lie  on  this  shelf  for  her  daughtt-r  Sally,  or  that  for 
Nancy,  all  prepared  in  advance,  by  her  provident 
care,  for  the  day  of  their  respective  marriages.     If 
you  want  to  see  an  opposite  examjile,  go  to  the 
nouse  of  a  man  who  makes  nothing  at  homf,  whose 
family  resorts  to  the  store  for  every  thing.     You 
will  find  him,  perhaps,  in  the  tavern  or  the  store 
at  the  cross  roads.     He  is  engaged,  with  the  rum 


grog  on  the  table,  taking  depositions  to  make  out 
some  case  of  usury  or  fraud ;  or  perhaps  he  is  fur- 
nishing to  his  lawyer  the  materials  to  prepare  a 
long  bill  of  injunction  in  some  intricate  case.  The 
sheriff  is  hovering  about  his  farm  to  serve  some 
new  writ.  On  court  days  (he  never  mis.<jes  at- 
tending them)  you  will  find  him  eagerly  collecting 
his  witnesses  to  defend  himself  against  the  mer- 
chants' and  doctors'  bills.  Go  to  his  house,  and, 
after  the  short  and  giddy  period  that  his  wife  and 
daughters  have  flirted  about  the  country  in  their 
calico  and  muslin  gowns,  what  a  scene  of  discom- 
fort and  distress  is  presented  you  there!  What 
the  individual  family  of  Isaac  Shelby  is,  I  wish  to 
see  the  nation  in  the  aggregate.  But  I  fear  we 
shall  shortly  have  to  contemplate  its  resemblance 
in  the  opposite  picture.  If  statesmen  would  care- 
fully observe  the  conduct  of  private  individuals  in 
the  management  of  their  own  affairs,  they  would 
have  much  surer  guides,  in  promoting  the  interest 
of  the  State,  than  the  visionary  speculations  of 
theoretical  writers. 

The  manufacturing  system  is  not  only  injurious 
to  agriculture,  but,  say  its  opponents,  it  is  injurious 
also  to  foreign  commerce.     We  ought  not  to  con- 
ceal from  ourselves  our  present  actual  position,  in 
relation  to  the  other  Powers.     During  the  long 
war  which  has  so  much  convulsed  Europe,  and 
which  will  probably  be  succeeded  by  a  long  peace, 
we  transacted  the  commercial   business  of  other 
nations,  and  largely  shared,  Avith  England,  the 
carrying  trade  of  the  world.     Now,  every  other 
nation   is  anxiously  endeavoring  to   transact   its 
own  business,  to  rebuild  its  marine,  and  to  foster 
its  navigation.     The  consequence  of  the  former 
stale  of  things  was,  that  our  mercantile  marine 
and  our  commercial  employment  were  enormously 
disproportionate  to  the  exchangeable  domestic  pro- 
duce of  our  country.     And  the  result  of  the  latter 
will  be,  that,  as  the  exchanges  between  this  coun- 
try and  other  nations  will  hereafter  consist  princi- 
pally, on  our  part,  of  our  domestic  produce,  that  ma- 
rine and  that  employment  will  be  brought  down  to 
what  is  necessary  to  effect  those  exchanges.  I  regret 
exceedingly  this  reduction.     I  wish  that  the  mer- 
cantile class  could  enjoy  the  same  extensive  com- 
merce that  they  did  formerly.    But,  if  they  cannot, 
it  would  be  a  folly  to  repine  at  what  is  irrecover- 
ably lost,  and  we  should  rather  seek  to  adapt  our- 
selves to   the   new  circumstances   in   which   we 
find  ourselves.    If.  as  I  think,  we  have  reached  the 
maximum  of  the  foreign  demand  for  our  three 
great  staples,  cotton,  tobacco,  and  flour,  no  man 
w^ill  contend  that  we  should  go  on  to  produce  more 
and  more,  to  be  sent  to  the  glutted  foreign  market 
and  consumed   by  devouring  expenses,  merely  to 
give  employment  to  our  tonnage  and  our  foreign 
commerce.'   It  would  be  extremely  unwise  to  ac- 
commodate our  industry  to  produce,  not  what  was 
wanted  abroad,  but  cargoes  for  our  unemployed 
ships.     I  would  give  to  our  foreign   trade  every 
legitimate  encouragement,  and  extend  it  whererer 
it  can   be  extended   profitably.     Hitherto  it   had 
been  stimulated  too  highly,  by  the  condition  of  the 
world,  and  our  own  policy  acting  on   that  condi- 
tion. '  And  we  are  reluctant  to  believe  that  we 
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must  submit  to  its  necessary  abridgment.  The 
habits  of  trade;  the  tempting  in-stances  of  enor- 
mous fortunes  which  had  been  made  by  the  suc- 
cessful prosecution  of  it,  were  such  that  we  turn 
with  regret  from  the  pursuit  of  it;  we  still  cherish 
a  liugeriog  hope;  we  jHTSuadc  ourselves  that 
something  will  occur,  how  or  what  it  may  be  we 
know  not,  to  revive  its  former  activity;  and  we 
would  push  into  every  untried  channel,  grope 
through  the  Dardanelles  into  the  Black  Sea,  to 
restore  its  former  profits.  I  repeat  it,  let  us  pro- 
claim to  the  people  of  the  Uniletl  States  the  in- 
contestable truth,  that  our  foreign  trade  must  be 
circumscribed  by  the  altered  state  of  the  world ; 
and,  leaving  it  in  possi'ssion  of  all  the  gains  Avhich 
It  can  now  possibly  make,  let  us  present  motives 
to  the  capital  and  labor  of  our  country  to  employ 
themselves  in  fabrication  at  home.  There  was 
no  danger  that,  by  a  withdrawal  of  that  portion 
which  is  unprotitably  employed  on  other  objects, 
and  an  application  of  it  to  fabrication,  our  agri- 
culture would  be  too  much  cramped.  The  pro- 
duce of  it  would  always  come  up  to  the  foreign 
demand.  Such  were  the  superior  allurements  be- 
longing to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  to  all  other 
branches  of  industry,  that  it  would  always  be  pre- 
ferred when  it  can  be  profitably  followed.  The 
foreign  demand  would,  in  any  conceivable  state  of 
things,  limit  the  amount  of  the  exportable  produce 
of  agriculture.  The  amount  of  our  eiportations 
would  form  the  measure  of  our  importations,  and, 
whatever  these  may  be,  they  will  constitute  the 
basis  of  the  revenue  derivable  from  customs. 

The  manufacturing  system  is  favorable  to  the 
maintenance  of  peace.  Foreign  commerce  is  the 
great  source  of  foreign  wars.  The  eagerness  with 
which  we  contend  for  every  branch  of  it ;  the  temp- 
tations which  it  offers,  optvating  alike  upon  us  and 
on  foreign  competitors,  produce  constant  collisions. 
No  country  on  earth,  by  the  extent  of  its  superficies, 
the  richness  of  Its  soil  the  variety  of  its  climate,  con- 
tams  within  its  own  limits  more  abundant  facili- 
ties for  supplying  all  our  rational  wants  than  ours 
does.  It  is  not  necessary  or  desirable,  however,  to 
cut  off  all  intercourse  with  foreign  Powers.  But, 
after  securing  a  .supply,  within  ourselves,  of  all  the 
great  essentials  of  life,  there  will  be  ample  scope 
stillieft  for  preserving  such  an  intercourse.  If  we 
had  no  iatercourse  with  foreign  States,  if  we 
adopted  the  policy  of  China,  we  should  have  no 
external  wars.  And  in  proportion  as  we  diminish 
our  dependence  upon  them,  shall  we  lessen  the 
danger  of  the  recurrence  of  war.  Our  late  war 
would  not  have  existed  if  the  councils  of  the  man- 
ufacturers in  England  had  been  listened  to.  They 
finally  did  prevail,  in  their  steady  and  persevering 
effort  to  produce  a  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council ; 
but  it  was  too  late  to  prevent  the  war.  Those 
who  attribute  to  the  manufacturing  system  the 
burdens  and  misfortunes  of  that  country,  commit 
a  great  error.  These  were  probably  a  joint  result 
9i  the  operation  of  the  whole  of  her  systems,  and 
"Marger  share  of  it  was  to  be  ascribed  to  her  foreign 
cocanierce,  and  to  the  ambition  of  her  rulers,  than 
to  any  other  cause.  The  war  of  our  Revolution, 
in  which  that  ambition  displayed  its  monstrous 


arrogance  and  pretensions,  laid  the  broad  founda- 
tion of  that  enormous  debt  under  which  she  now 


groans. 


The  tendency  of  reasonable  encouragement  to 
our  home  industry  is  favorable  to  the  preservation 
and  strength  of  our  Confederacy.     Now  our  con- 
nexion is  merely  political.     For  the  sale  of  the 
surplus  of  the  produce  of  our  agricultural  lal)or,  all 
eyes  are  constantly  upon  the  markets  of  Liverpool. 
There  is  scarcely  any  of  that  beneficial  intercourse, 
the  best  basis  of  political  connexion,  which  consists 
of  the  exchange  of  the  produce  of  our  lafxjr.     On 
our  maritime  frontier  there  had   been    too  much 
stimulus,  an  unnatural  activity;  in  the  great  inte- 
rior of  the  country,  there  exists  a  perfect  paralysis. 
Encourage  fabrication  at  home,  and  there  would 
instantly  arise  animation  and  a  healthful  circula- 
tion throughout  all  the  parts  of  the  Republic.     The 
cheapness,  and  fertility,  and  quality,  of  our  waste 
lands,  offer  such   powerful  inducements  to  culti- 
vation, that  our  countrymen  are  constantly  engag- 
ing in   It.     I  would  not  check  this  disposition  by 
hard  terms  in  the  sale  of  it.     Let  it  be  easily  ac- 
cessible to  all  who  wish  to  acquire  it.     But  1  would 
countervail  this  predilection  by  presenting  to  cap- 
ital and  labor  motives  for  employment  in  other 
branches  of  industry.     Nothing  is  more  uncertain 
than  the  pursuit  of  agriculture,  when  we  mainly 
rely  upon  foreign  markets  for  the  sale  of  its  surplus 
produce.     In  the  first  place,  it  is  impossible  to  de- 
termine, a  priori,  the  amount  of  this  surplus;  and, 
in  the  second,  it  is  equally  impossible  to  anticipate 
the  extent  of  the  foreign  demand.     Both  the  one 
and  the  other  dep€'nd  upon   the  seasons.     From 
the  fluctuations  incident  to  these,  and  from  other 
causes,  it  may  happen  that  the  supplying  country 
will,  for  a  long  series  of  years,  have  employed  a 
larger  share  of  its  capital  and  labor  than  is  wi.ie, 
in  production  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  consum- 
ing countries,  without  becoming  sensible  of  iu  de- 
fect of  policy.     The  failure  of  a  crop,  or  the  failure 
of  a  market,  does  not  discourage  the  cultivator. 
1  He  renews  his  labors  another  year,  and  he  renews 
his  hopes.     It  is  otherwise  witn  manufacturing  in- 
dustry.    The  precise  quantum  of  its  produce,  at 
least,  can  with  some  accuracy  be  previously  esti- 
i  mated.     And  the  wants  of  foreign  countries  can 
j  be  with  some  probability  anticipated. 
;      I   am  sensible,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  I   have  even 
;  had  a  success,  which  I  dare  not  presume,  in  the 
j  endeavor  I  have  been  making  to  show  that  sound 
I  policy    requires   a   diversion   of  so  much    of  the 
;  capital  and  labor  of  this  country  from  other  em- 
'  ploymcnts  as  may  be  necessary,  by  a  different  ap- 
plication of  them,  to  secure,  wituin  ourselves,  a 
steady  and  adequate  supply  of  the  great  necessaries 
of  lite,  I  shall  have  only  established  one-half  of 
what  it  is  incumbent  upon  me  to  prove.     It  will 
be  still  required,  by  the  other  side,  that  a  second 
proposition  be  supported,  and  that  is,  that  Govern- 
ment ou^ht  to  present  motives  for  a  diversion  and 
new  application  of  labor  and  capital,  by  that  spe- 
cies of^  protection  which  the  tariff  holds  out.     Gen- 
tlemen say,  we  agree  with  you;  you  are  right  in 
your  first  proposition,  but  "  let  things  alone,"  and 
ail  will  come  right  in  the  end.     Now,  J  agree  with 
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thern  that  things  would  ultimately  get  right;  but 
not  until  after  a  long  period  of  disorder  and  dis- 
tress, terminating  in  the  impoveri.«ihment,and  per- 
haps ruin  of  the  country.  Dissolve  Government, 
reduce  it  to  its  primitive  elements,  and,  without 
any  general  effort  to  reconstruct  it,  there  would 
arise,  out  of  the  anarchy  which  would  ensue,  par- 
tial combinations  for  the  purpose  of  individual  pro- 
tection, which  would  finally  lead  to  a  social  form, 
competent  to  the  conservation  of  peace  within,  and 
the  repulsion  of  force  from  without.  Yet  no  one 
would  say,  in  such  a  state  of  anarchy,  let  things 
alone!  If  gentlemen,  by  their  favorite  maxim, 
mean  only  that,  within  the  bosom  of  the  State, 
things  are  to«be  left  alone,  and  each  individual 
and  each  branch  of  industry,  allowed  to  pursue 
their  respective  interests,  without  giving  a  prefer- 
ence to  either,  I  subscribe  to  it.  But  if  they  give 
it  a  more  comprehensive  import;  if  they  require 
that  things  are  to  be  left  alone,  in  respect  not  only 
to  interior  action,  but  as  to  exterior  action  also; 
not  only  as  regards  the  operation  of  our  own  Gov- 
ernment upon  the  mass  oi  the  interests  of  the  State, 
but  as  it  relates  to  the  operation  of  foreign  Govern- 
ments likewise  operating  upon  that  mass,  I  dissent 
from  it. 

The  maxim  in  this  enlarged  sense  is  indeed 
everywhere  proclaimed,  but  nowhere  practised. 
It  is  truth  in  the  books  of  European  political  econ- 
omists. It  is  error  in  the  practical  code  of  every 
European  State.  It  is  not  applied  where  it  is  most 
applicable;  it  is  attempted  to  be  introduced  here, 
where  it  is  least  applicable  ;  and  even  here  its 
friends  propose  to  limit  it  to  the  single  branch  of 
manufacturing  industry,  whilst  every  other  inter- 
est is  encouraged  and  protected,  according  to  the 
policy  of  Europe.  The  maxim  would  best  suit 
Europe,  where  each  interest  is  adjusted  and  ar- 
ranged to  every  other,  by  causes  operating  during 
many  centuries.     Every  thing  there  has  taken  and 

Kreserved  its  ancient  position.  The  house  that  was 
uilt  centuries  ago  is  occupied  by  the  descendants 
of  its  original  constructor.  If  one  could  rise  up, 
after  the  lapse  of  ages,  and  enter  a  European  shop, 
he  would  see  the  same  hammer  at  work  on  the 
same  anvil  or  last,  and  almost  by  the  same  hand. 
There  every  thing  has  found  its  place  and  its  level, 
and  every  thing,  one  would  think,  might  there  be 
safely  let  alone.  But  the  policy  of  the  American 
States  is  otherwise.  Here  every  thing  is  new  and 
unfixed.  Neither  the  State  nor  the  individuals 
who  compose  it  have  yet  settled  down  in  their  firm 
and  permanent  positions.  There  is  a  constant 
tendency,  in  consequence  of  the  extent  of  our  pub- 
lic domain,  towards  production  for  foreign  mar- 
kets. The  maxim,  in  the  comprehensive  sense  in 
which  I  am  considering  it,  requires,  to  entitle  it  to 
observation,  two  conditions — neither  of  which  ex- 
isUs — first,  that  there  would  be  perpetual  peace; 
and,  secondly,  that  the  maxim  should  be  every- 
where respected.  When  war  breaks  out,  that  free 
and  general  circulation  of  the  produce  of  industry 
among  the  nations  which  it  recommends  is  inter- 
rupted, and  the  nation  that  depends  upon  a  foreign 
supply  of  its  necessaries  must  be  subjected  to  the 
greatest  inconvenience.     If  it  be  not  everywhere 


observed,  there  will  be,  between  the  nations  that 
do  not  and  the  nation  that  does  conform  to  it,  an 
inequality  alike  condemned  by  honor  and  by  inter- 
est. If  tnere  be  no  reciprocity — if  on  the  one  side 
there  is  perfect  freedom  of  trade,  and  on  the  other 
a  code  of  odious  restrictions — will  gentlemen  still 
contend  that  we  are  to  submit  to  such  an  unprof- 
itable and  degrading  intercourse?  Will  they  re^ 
quire  that  we  shall  act  upon  the  social  system, 
whilst  every  other  Power  acts  upon  the  selfish? 
Will  they  demand  of  us  to  throw  widely  open  our 
ports  to  every  nation,  whilst  all  other  nations  en- 
tirely or  partly  occlude  theirs  against  our  produc- 
tions? It  is  indeed  possible  that  some  pecuniary 
advantage  might  be  enjoyed  by  our  country  in 
prosecuting  the  remnant  of  trade  which  the  con- 
tracted policy  of  other  Powers  leaves  to  us.  But 
what  security  is  there  for  our  continuing  to  enjoy 
even  that?  And  is  national  honor,  is  national 
independence,  to  count  for  nothing?  I  will  not 
enter  into  a  detail  of  the  restrictions  with  which 
we  are  everywhere  presented  in  foreign  countries. 
I  will  content  myself  with  asserting  that  they  take 
nothing  from  us  which  they  can  produce  them- 
selves, even  upon  worse  terras  than  we  could  sup- 
ply them.  Take  again  as  an  example  the  English 
corn  laws.  America  presents  the  image  of  a  fine 
generous-hearted  young  fellow,  who  has  just  come 
to  the  possession  of  a  rich  estate — an  estate  which, 
however,  requires  careful  management.  He  makes 
nothing ;  he  buys  every  thing.  He  is  surrounded 
by  a  parcel  of  Jews,  each  holding  out  his  hand 
with  a  packet  of  buttons  or  pins,  or  some  other 
commodity,  for  sale.  If  he  ask  these  Jews  to  buy 
any  thing  which  his  State  produces,  they  tell  him 
no;  it  is  not  for  our  interest;  it  is  not  for  yours. 
Take  this  new  book,  says  oneof  them,  on  political 
economy,  and  you  will  there  perceive  it  is  for  your 
interest  to  buy  from  us,  and  to  let  things  alone  in 
your  own  country.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
to  whom  1  have  already  referred,  has  surrendered 
the  whole  argument  in  the  example  of  the  East 
India  trade.  He  thinks  that,  because  India  takes 
nothing  but  specie  from  us;  because  there  is  not  a 
reciprocal  exchange  between  us  and  India,  of  our 
respective  productions;  that  the  trade  ought  to  be 
discontinued.  Now,  1  do  not  agree  with  him  that 
it  ought  to  be  abandoned,  though  I  would  put  it 
under  considerable  restrictions,  when  it  comes  in 
competition  with  the  fabrics  of  our  own  country. 
If  the  want  of  entire  reciprocity  be  a  sufficient 
ground  for  the  total  abandonment  of  a  particular 
branch  of  trade,  the  same  principle  requires  that, 
where  there  are  some  restrictions  on  the  one  side, 
they  should  be  countervailed  by  equal  restrictions 
on  the  other. 

But  this  maxim,  according  to  which  gentlemen 
would  have  us  abandon  the  home  industry  of  the 
country  to  the  influence  of  the  restrictive  system 
of  other  countries,  without  an  effort  to  protect  and 
preserve  it,  is  not  itself  observed  by  the  same  gen- 
tlemen, in  regard  to  the  great  interests  of  the  na- 
tion. We  protect  our  fisheries  by  bounties  and 
drawbacks.  We  protect  our  tonnage,  by  exclud- 
ing or  restricting  foreign  tonnage,  exactly  as  our 
tonnage  is  excluded  or  restricted  by  foreign  States. 
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We  passed,  a  year  or  two  a»o,  the  bill  to  prohibit 
British  navigation  from  the  West  India  colonies  of 
that  Power  to  the  United  Slates,  because  ours  is 
shut  out  from  them.  The  session  prior  to  the  pas- 
sage of  that  law,  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina and  I,  almost  alone,  urged  the  House  to  pass 
it  But  the  subject  was  postponed  until  the  next 
session,  when  it  was  passed  by  nearly  an^  unani- 
mous vote;  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
and  the  two  gentlemen  from  Virginia,  (Messrs. 
Barbour  and  Tyler,)  voting  with  the  majority. 
We  have  now  upon  our  table  other  bills  connected 
with  that  object,  and  proposing  restrictions  upon 
the  French  tonnage,  to  countervail  theirs  upon 
ours.  I  shall,  with  pleasure,  vote  for  these  meas- 
ures. We  protect  our  foreign  trade,  by  consuls, 
by  foreign  Minsters,  by  embargoes,  by  non-inter- 


protection.     We  were  called  upon,  at  that  time, 


by  the  previous 


pledges 


upon, 
we 


which  we  had  given,  by 
the  inundation  of  foreign  fabrics  which  was  to  be 
anticipated  from  their  tree  admij^sion  after  the  ter- 
mination of  the  war,  and  by  the  lasting  interests  of 
this  country;  to  give  them  efficient  support.  We 
did  not  do  it ;  let  us  not  now  repeat  the  error.  Our 
great  mistake  has  been  in  the  irregularity  of  the  ac- 
tion of  the  measuures  of  this  Government  upon 
manufacturing  industry.  At  one  period  it  is  stim- 
ulated too  high,  and  then,  by  an  opposite  course  of 
policy,  it  is  precipitated  into  a  condition  of  de- 
pression too  low.  First,  there  came  the  embargo ; 
non-intercourse  and  other  restrictive  measures  fol- 
lowed, and  then,  that  greatest  of  all  stimulus  to  do- 
mestic fabrication,  war.  During  all  that  long  time, 
we  were  adding  to  the  positive  effect  of  the  meas- 


regul 
The  whole  system  of  the  General  Government, 
from  its  first  formation  to  the  present  time,  con- 
sists almost  exclusively  in  one  unremitting  en- 
deavor to  nourish,  and  protect,  and  defend  the  for- 
eign trade.  Why  have  not  all  these  great  interests 
been  left  to  the  operation  of  the  gentlemen's  favor- 
ite maxim?  Sir,  it  is  perfectly  right  that  we 
should  have  afforded  this  protection.  And  it  is 
perfectly  right,  in  my  humble  opinion,  that  we 


and  the  public  wish  to  foster  our  home  manutac- 
turers,  and  to  render  our  Confederacy  independent 
of  foreign  Powers.  The  peace  ensued,  and  the 
country  was  flooded  with  the  fabrics  of  other  coun- 
tries ;  and  we,  forgettmg  all  our  promises,  coolly 
and  philosophically  talk  of  leaving  things  to  them- 
selves ;  making  up  for  our  deficiency  of  practical 
good  sense,  by  the  stores  of  learning  which  we  col- 
lect from  theoretical  writers.  I,  too,  sometimes 
should  extend  the  principle  of  it  to  home  industry,  amuse  myself  with  the  visions  of  these  writers,  (as 
I  am  a  friend  to  foreign  trade,  but  I  protest  against  i  I  do  with  those  of  metaphysicians  and  novelists,; 
its  being  the  monopolist  of  all  the  favor  and  care  and,  if  I  do  not  forget,  one  ol  the  best  among  them 
of  this  Government.  enjoins  it  upon  a  country  to  protect  its  industry 


But,  sir,  friendly  as  I  am  to  the  existence  of  do 
mestic  manufactures,  I  would  not  give  to  them 
unreasonable  encouragement  by  protecting  duties. 
Their  growth  ought  to  be  gradual,  but  sure.     I  be- 
lieve all  the  circumstances  of  the  present  period 
highly  favorable  to  their  success.     But  they  are  the 
youngest  and  the  -Weakest  interest  of  the  State. 
Agriculture  wants  but  little  or  no  protection  against 
the  regulations  of  foreign  Powers.    The  advantages 
of  our  position,  and  the  cheapness,  and  abundance, 
and  fertility  of  our  land,  afford  to  that  greatest  in- 
terest of  the  State  almost  all  the  protection  it  wants. 
As  It  should  be,  it  is  strong  and  flourishing;  or,  if 
it  be  not,  at  this  moment,  prosperous,  it  is  not  be- 
cause its  produce  is  not  ample,  but  because,  de- 
E ending  as  we  do  altogether  upon  a  foreign  mar- 
et  for  the  sale  of  the  surplus  of  that  produce,  the 
foreign  market  is  glutted.     Our  foreign  trade  hav- 
ing almost  exclusively  engrossed  the  protecting 
care  of  Government,  wants  no  further  legislative 
aid.     And  whatever  depression  it  may  now  expe- 
rience, is  attributable  to  causes  beyond  the  control 
of  this  Government.   The  abundance  of  capital,  in- 
dicated by  the  avidity  with  which  loans  are  sought, 
at  the  reduced  rate  of  five  per  cent. ;  the  reduction 
in  the  wages  of  labor ;  and  the  decline  in  the  price 
of  property  of  every  kind,  as  well  as  that  of  agri- 
cultural produce,  all  concur  favorably  for  domestic 
manufactures.     Now,  as  whea  we  arranged  the 
existing  tariff,  is  the  auspicious  moment  for  Gov- 
ernment to  step  in  and  cheer  and  countenance 
them.     We  did  too  little  then,  and  I  endeavored 
to  warn  this  House  of  the  eifects  of  inadequate 


against 


the  injurious  influence  operating  upon 
it"  of  the  prohibitions  and  restrictions  of  foreign 
countries. 

Monuments  of  the  sad  effects,  upon  our  manu- 
factures, of  the  fluctuating  policy  of  the  councils 
of  the  Union  in   regard   to  iheiii,  abound   in  all 
parts  of  the  country.     Villages,  and  parts  of  vil- 
lages, which  sprung  up  but  yesterday  in  the  West- 
ern country,  under  the  excitement  to  which  I  have 
referred,  are  perishing  and  abandoned.     In  New 
England,  in  passing  along  the  highway,  one  fre- 
quently sees   large   spacious   buildings,  with   the 
glass   broken   out  of  the  windows,   the   shutters 
hanging  in  ruinous   di-order,   cheerless,  without 
any  appearance  of  activity,  and  surrounded  by  a 
solitary  gloom.     Upon  inquiring  what  they  are, 
you  are  almost  always  intorined   that  they  were 
some  cotton  or  other  factory,  which  their  proprie- 
tors could  no  longer  keep  in  motion  against  the 
overwhelming   pressure   of    foreign   competition. 
Gentlemen  ask  for  facts  to  show  the  propriety  of 
protection    to  our   manufactures.     Do  they  want 
stronger  evidence  ?     They  ask  why  the  manufac- 
turing industry  is  not  resumed  under  the  encour- 
aging auspices  of  the  present  time?     Sir,  there  is 
general  dismay;  there  is  want  of  heart;  there  is 
the  greatest  moral  discouragement.     A  man  who 
engages  in  manufacturing  business  is  thought  by 
his  friends  to  be  deranged.     Who  will  go  to  the 
site  on  which  lie  the  ruins  of  Carthago  or  Balbec 
to  rebuild  there  a  city  ?     Let  Government  coni- 
mence  a  systematic,  but  moderate,  support  of  this 
important  branch  of  our  industry.    Let  it  announce 
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the  fixed  purpose,  that  the  protection  of  it,  against    honorable  gentleman  a  friend  to  manufacturers! 
the  influence  of  the  measures  of  foreign  Govern-    And  yet  he  has  delivered  a  speecii,  marked  by  pe- 
ments  enters  into  the  scope  of  our  national  policy.    cuJiar  emphasis,  the  whole  of  which  is  against 
Let  us  substitute  to  tlie  irregular  action  of  our    their    protection.      The  honorable    gentleman   a 
measures  one  that  shall   be  steady  and  uniform;    friend  to  manufactures!     And  yet  he  requires  (if 
and  hope  and  animation  and  activity  will  again    his  Constitutional  difficulty  could  be  gotten  ova) 
revive.    The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.    such  an  arrangement  of  the  tariff  as  shall  rJease 
Lowndes)  offered  a  resolution,  which  the  House    him,  although  every  one  eLNt  should  be  dissatisfied, 
rejected,  having  for  its  object  to  ascertain  the    The  intimation  is  not  new  of  the  presumptuous- 
profits  now  made  ufxiii  capital  employed  in  man-  *  ness  of  Western  politicians  in  endeavoring  to  con- 
ufacturing.     It  is  not,  1  repeat  it,  the  individuals,    tribute  to  give  to  the  policy  of  this  country  such  a 
but  the  interest  we  wish  protected.     From  the  in-    direction  as  will  assert  its  honor  and  sustain  its 
finite  variety  of  circumstances  under  which  differ-    interests.   It  was  first  made  whilst  the  measures  pre- 
ent  manufacturing  establishments  are  situated,  it    paratory  to  the  late  war  were  under  consideration, 
is  impossible  that  any  information,  such  as  the    and  it  now  probably  emanates  from  the  same  quar- 
gentleman  desires,  could  be  obtained,  that  ought    ter.     The  nredilcction  of  the  school  of  the  Essex 
to  guide  the  judgment  of  this  House.     It  may    Junto  for  foreign  trade  and  for  British  fabrics  (I 
happen,  that,  of  two  establishments  engaged  in  the    am  far  from  insinuating  that  other  gentlemen  who 
same  species  of  fabrication,  one  will  be  prospering    are  opposed  to  the  tariff  are  actuated  by  any  such 
and  the  other  laboring.     Take  the  example  of  the    spirit)  is  unconquerable.     We  disregarded  the  in- 
Waltham  manufactory  near  Boston, and  the  Bruns-    timation  when  it  was  first  made:  we  shall  be  un- 
wick  in  Maine.     The  former  has  the  advantages  ^  influenced  by  it  now.     If,  indeed,  there  were  the 
of  a  fine  water  situation,  a  manager  of  excellent  j  least  color  for  the  assertion  that  the  foreign  trade 
information,  enthusiastically  devoted  to  its  success,    is  to  be  crushed  by  the  tarifl",  is  it  not  strange  that 
a  mechanist  of  a  most  inventive  genius,  who  is  j  the  whole  of  the  representation  from  all  of  our 
constantly  making  some  new  improvement,  and  i  great  commercial  metropolises  should  unite  to  de- 
who  has  carried  the  water  loom  to  a  degree  of  per-  '  stroy  it  ?     The  member  from  Boston,  (to  whose 
fection  which  it  has  not  attained  in  England,  and    national  and  disinterested  course  I  am  happy  on 
such  as  to  reduce  the  cost  ol  weaving  a  yard  of '  this  as  on  nxany  other  occasions  to  be  able  totesti- 
cloth,  adapted  to  shirting,  to  less  than  one  cent  per    fy;)  the  rej>resentativcs  from  thecity  of  New  York, 
vard;  and  it  is  abundantly  supplied  with  capital    from  Philadelphia,  and  from  Baltimore,  all  entered 
by  several  rich  capitalists  in  Boston.     These  gen-    into  this  confederacy  to  destroy  it,  by  supporting 
tlemen  have  the  most  extensive  correspondence  |  this  mad  and  ruinous  tariff.     Some  gentlemen  as- 
with  all  parts  of  the  United  States.     Owing  to  '  sert  that  it  is  too  comprehensive.     That  it  leaves 
this  extraordinary  combination  of  favorable  cir-  |  no  important  interest  unprovided  for' recommends 
cumstances,  the  Waltham  establishment  is  doing    it  to  me. 

pretty  well.  Whilst  that  of  Brunswick,  not  pos-  |  The  same  gentlemen,  or  others,  if  it  had  been 
sessing  all  of  them,  but  perhaps  as  many  as  would  j  more  limited,  would  have  objected  to  its  partial 
enable  it,  under  adequate  protection,  to  flourish,  is  operation.  The  general  measure  of  the  protection 
laboring  hard.  Would  gentlemen  infer,  from  the  which  it  communicates,  is  pronounced  to  be  im- 
success  of  a  few  institutions  having  peculiar  ad-  ,  moderate  and  enormous.  Yet  no  one  ventures  to 
vantages,  which  form  exceptions  to  the  languish-  ■  enter  into  a  specification  of  the  particular  articles 


ing  condition  of  manufacturing  industry,  that 
there  exists  no  necessity  for  protection  ?  In  the 
most  discouraging  state  of  trade  and  navigation, 
there  were,  no  doubt,  always  some  few  individuals 
who  were  successful  in  prosecuting  them.  Would 
it  be  fair   to   argue,   from   these   rare  instances. 


of  which  it  is  composed,  to  show  that  it  deserves 
thus  to  be  characterized.  The  article  of  molasses 
has,  indeed,  been  selected  out,  and  held  up,  as  an 
instance  of  the  alleged  extravagance.  The  exist- 
ing tariff  imposes  a  duty  of  five  cents ;  the  pro- 
posed tariff  ten  cents,  per  gallon.    We  tax  very 


against  any  measure  brought  forward  to  revive  i  high  foreign  spirits,  and  yet  we  let  in,  with  a  very 
their  activity  ?  low  duty,  foreign  molasses,  which  ought  to  be  con- 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Whit-  sidejed  as  rum  in  disguise,  filling  the  space  of  so 
man)  has  manifested  peculiar  hostility  to  the  tariff,  much  domestic  spirits.  If  (which  I  do  not  belicTe 
and  has  allowed  himself  to  denominate  it  a  mad,    will  be  immediately  the  case,  to  any  considerable 


quixotic,  ruinous  scheme.  The  gentleman  is  dis 
satisfied  with  the  quarter  (the  West)  from  which 
it  comes.  To  give  higher  tone  and  more  effect  to 
the  gentleman's  declamation,  which  is  vague  and 


extent)  the  manufacture  of  spirits  from  molasses 
should  somewhat  decline,  under  the  new  tariff,  the 
manufacture  of  spirits  from  the  raw  material  pro- 
duced at  home  will  be  extended  in  the  same  4e- 


indefinite,  he  has  even  assumed  a  new  place  in  j  gree.  Besides  the  incidental  advantage  of  increas- 
this  House.  Sir,  I  would  advise  the  gentleman  to  ing  our  security  against  the  effects  of  seasons  of 
return  to  his  ancient  position,  moral  and  physical.  |  scarcity,  by  increasing  the  distillation  of  spirits 
It  was  respectable  and  useful.  The  honorable  gen-  from  grain,  there  was  hardly  any  item  in  the  tariff 
tleman  professes  to  be  a  friend  to  manufacturers  !  i  which  combined  so  many  interests  in  supporting 
And  yet  he  has  found  an  insurmountable  Consii-  '  the  proposed  rate  of  duty.  The  grain-growing 
tutional  impediment  to  their  encouragement,  of  ;  country,  the  fruit  country,  and  the  culture  of  cane, 
which,  as  no  other  gentleman  has  relied  upon  it,  I  would  be  all  benefited  by  the  duty.  Its  operation 
shall  leave  him  in  the  undisturbed  possession.  The  is  said,  however,  to  be  injurious  on  a  certam  qiiar- 
16th  Con.  1st  Sess.— 65 
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ter  of  the  Union.     It  was  not  to  be  denied  that 
each  particular  section  of  the  country  would  feel 
some  one  or  more  articles  of  the  tariff  to  bear  hard 
upon  it,  during  a  short  period  ;  but  the  compensa- 
tion was  to  be^ found  in  the  more  favorable  opera- 
tion of  others.     Now,  I  am  fully  persuaded  that, 
in  the  first  instance,  no  part  of  the  Union  would 
more  largely  share  than  New  England,  in  the  ag- 
gregate, of  the  benefits  resulting  from  the  tarift'. 
The  habits  of  economy  of  her  people,  their  indus- 
try, their  skill,  their  noble  enterprise,  the  stimula- 
ting effects  of  their  more  rigorous  climate,  all  tend 
to  msure  to  her  the  first  and  the  richest  fruits  of 
the  tariff.     The  Middle  and  the  Western  States 
would  come  in  afterwards  for  their  portion,  and 
all  would  share  in  the  advantage  of  internal  ex- 
changes and  circulation.    No  quarter  of  the  Union 
could^urge,  with  an  iller  ^race  than  New  England, 
objections  to  a  measure  having  for  its  object  the 
advancement  of  the  interests  of  the  whole ;  for  no 
quarter  of  the  Union  participated  more  extensively 
in  the  benefits  flowing  from  the  General  Govern- 
ment.    Her   tonnage,   her   fisheries,   her   foreign 
trade,  have  been  constantly  objects  of  federal  care. 
There  was  expended  the  greatest  portion  of  the 
public  revenue.     The  building  of  the  public  ships ;  , 
their  equipment ;  the  expenses  incident  to  their  , 
remaining  in  port,  chiefly  took  place  there.     That 
great  drain  upon  the  revenue,  the  Revolutionary 

rmsion  law,  tended  principally  to  New  England.  : 
do  not  complain  of  these  advantages  which  she  , 
enjoys.     She  is,  probably,  fairly  entitled  to  them. 
But  gentlemen  from  that  quarter  may  at  least  be 
justly  remin(Jed  of  them  when   they  complain  of 
the  onerous  effect  of  one  or  two  items  of  the  tarifl'.  j 
Mr.  Chairman,  1  frankly  own  that  I  feel  great 
solicitude  for  the  success  of  this  bill.     The  inde- 
pendence of  my  country  on  all  foreign   States, 
as  it   respects  a  supply  of  our   essential  wants,  1 
has  ever  been  with  me  a  favorite  object.     The 
war  of  our   Revolution  effected   our  emancipa- 1 
lion.     The  last  war  contributed  greatly  towards  : 
.    achieving  our  commercial  freedom.     But  our  en- 
tire independence  will  only  be  consummated  after 
the  policy  of  this   bill  shall  be   recognised  and 
adopted.     We  have  ^reat  difficulties  to  contend 
with ;  old  habits — colonial  usages — the  obduracy 
of  the  colonial  spirit — the  enormous  profits  of  a 
foreign  trade,  prosecuted  under  favorable  circum- 
stances, which   no  longer  continue.     I  will   not 
despair  ;  the  cause,  I  verily  believe,  is  the  cause  of 
the  country.     It  may  be  postponed  ;  it  may  be  frus- 
trated for  the  moment,  but  it  must  finally  prevail. 
Let  us  endeavor  to  acquire  for  the  present  Congress 
the  merit  of  laying  this  solid  foundation  of  the  na- 
tional prosperity.     If,  as  I  think,  fatally  for  the 
public  interest,  the  bill  shall  be  defeated,  what  will 
be  the  character  of  the  account  which  we  shall 
have  to  render  our  constituents  upon  our  return 
among  them?     We  shall   be  asked,  what  have 
you  done  to  remedy  the  disorders  of  the  currency  ? 
Why,  Mr.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made  us  a 
long  report  on  the  matter,  containing  much  valu- 
ablt  information,  and  some  verv  good  reasoning, 
boMMon  the  whole,  we  found  that  subject  rather 
aMilkrur  comprehension,  and  we  concluded  that 


it  was  wisest  to  let  it  regulate  itself.     What  have 
you  done  to  supply  the  deficit  in  the  Treasury  ? 
We  thought  that,  although  you  are  all  endeavor- 
ing to  get  out  of  banks,  it  was  a  very  good  time 
for  us  to  go  into  them,  and  we  have  authorized  a 
loan  ?    You  have  done  something,  then,  certainly, 
on  the  subject  of  retrenchment.     Here,  at  home, 
we  are  practising  the  greatest  economy,  and  our 
daughters,  no  longer  able  to  wear  calico  gowns, 
are  obliged  to  put  on  homespun.     Why,  we  have 
vaved,  by  the  indefatigable  exertions  of  a  member 
from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Cocke,)  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, which  were  wanted   for  the  Yellow  Stone 
expedition.      No,  not  quite  so  much  ;  for  thirtv 
thousand  dollars  of  that  sum  were  still  wanted, 
although  we  stopped  the  expedition  at  the  Council 
Bluffs.     And  we  have  saved  another  sum,  which 
we  hope  will  give  you  great  satisfaction.     After 
near  two  days'  debate,  and  a  division  between  the 
two  Houses',  we  struck  ofl"  two  hundred  dollars 
from  the  salary  of  the  clerk  of  Mr.  Attorney  Gen- 
eral.    What  have  you  done  to  protect  the  home 
industry  from  the  efl'ects  of  the  contracted  policy 
ot   foreign  Powers  ?     We  thought  it  best,  after 
much  deliberation,  to  leave  things  alone  at  home, 
and  to  continue  our  encouragement  to  foreign  in- 
':  dustry.     Well,  surely,  you  have  passed  some  law 
I  to  reanimate  and  revive  the  hopes  of  the  numerous 
bankrupts  that  have  been  made  by  the  extraordi- 
nary circumstances  of  the  world,  and  the  ruinous 
,  tendency  of  our  own  policy  ?     No  ;  the  Senate 
could  not  agree  on  that  subject,  and  the  bankrupt 
bill  failed  !     Can  we  plead,  sir,  ignorance  of  the 
,  general  distress,  and  of  the  ardent  wishes  of  the 
community   for   that   protection  of  its   industry, 
!  which  this  bill  proposes  7     No,  sir,  daily  almost 
throughout  the  session,  have  we  bten  receiving 
petitions,  with  which  our  table  is  now  loaded,  im- 
1  ploring  us  to  extend  this  protection.     Unanimous 
'  resolutions  from  important  State  Legislatures  have 
called  upon  us  to  give  it,  and  the  people  of  whole 
I  States,  almost  in  a  mass — of  New  York,  New  Jer- 
sey, Pennsylvania,  and  Ohio — !»avc  transmitted  to 
i  us  their  earnest  and  humble  petitions  to  encourage 
the  home  industry.     Let  us  not  turn  a  deaf  ear  to 
I  them.    Let  us  not  disapjwint  their  just  expectations. 
I  Let  us  manifest,  by  the  passage  of  this  bill,  that 
Congress  does  not  deserve  the  reproaches  which 
have  been  cast  on  it,  of  insensibility  to  the  wants 
and  sufferings  of  the  people. 

When  Mr.  C.  had  concluded — after  explanatory 
observations  between  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Smith, 
of  Maryland,  the  Committee  rose,  and  the  House 
adjourned. 


Thi'Rsday,  April  27. 

Mr.  S.MiTH,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Grceme  Keith  Sj)ence  ;  which  was  twice  read. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  McCoy  that  it  he 
on  the  table ;  which,  being  rejected,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported a  bill  making  appropriations  for  carrying 
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into  effect  the  treaty  lately  concluded  with  the 
Chippewa  nation  of"  Indians;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  better  regulation 
of  the  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes."' 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  continue  in  force  'An  act  to  protwt  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  to  punish  the 
crime  of  piracy,'  and  also  to  make  further  provision 
for  punishing  the  crime  of  piracy  ;''  in  which  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Storks  submitted  the  following  resolution : 
Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled,  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Sptaker  of  the  House  of  Repre^ntativea,  for  the  time 
being,  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  grant  the 
use  of  ihc  booka  in  the  Library  of  Congrew,  during 
the  recess  of  its  sessions,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rvpresentatives  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  on  the  terms,  and  under  the  rules,  regula- 
tions, realrictions,  and  penalties,  that  members  of  Con- 
gress are  allowed  to  use  the  said  books. 

The  resolution  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  to  continue  in  force 
'an  act  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  United 

i  States,  and  punish  the  crime  of  piracy,'  and  also 

1  to  make  further  provision  for  punishing  the  crime 

j  of  piracy,'"  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  a  Com- 

j  mittee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  establish  certain 
land  offices  in  the  Stateof  Alabama,  (so  amended  | 

jin  this  House  as  to  include  also  Indiana  and  Illi-  i 
nois,)  was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  returned 
to  the  Senate  for  concurrence  in  the  amendments. 
The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  confirm  certain  pro- 

Iceedings  of  the  inhabitants  of  Cahokia,  in  the 
State   of   Illinois,  in  laying  out  a  town  on   the 

i^commons  of  said  village,  was  read  a  third  time, 

'passed,  and  returned  to  the  Senate. 

\     Mr.  Little  introduced  a  proposition,  the  object 

iof  which  was,  that  the  House  should,  for  the  re- 
mainder of  this  session,  meet  at  11  o'clock  instead 

■of  10,  the  present  appointed  hour.    In  support  of  this 

imotion,  he  said  that  every  day  for  a  week  past  there 

ihad  not  been  more  than  thirty  members  present 
at  the  hour  of  meeting,  and  the  chairmen  of  com- 
mittees were  not  present  to  make  their  reports,  but 
subsequently  came  into  the  House,  and  obtained 

I  leave  to  report.  He  therefore  thought  it  would  be 
a  saving  of  time  to  meet  at  the  hour  of  11,  and 

[afford  time  to  the  committees  to  sit  in  the  morning, 

land  transact  business. 

This  motion  produced  some  little  discussion  be- 
tween Messrs.  SiMKiNs,  Foot,  Campbell,  Tay- 
lor, and  McCoy.  Among  other  things,  it  was 
said  by  Mr.  McCoy  that,  though  there  was  a  large 
raaiority  of  the  House  in  favor  of  meeting  at  an 
early  hour,  there  never  was  a  majority  present  at 
the  hour  of  meeting.  He  was,  however,  opposed 
to  changing  the  hour  of  meeting,  which  had  al- 
ready been  changed  more  than  once  in  the  session. 
The  motion  of  Mr.  Little  was  negatived. 


Mr.  SiMKiNS  then  moved  this  resolution  : 
Resolved,  That  the  House  will  not  adjourn  on  any 
day  before   the  hour  of  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
whilst  any  question  before  it  is  in  discussion,  and  re- 
mains undecided. 

And  this  proposition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  for  one  day. 

REVISION  OF  THE  TARIFF. 
The  House  then   again  resolved   itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  regulating  the 
duties  on  imports. 

The  question  being  on  the  Committee's  rising 
and  reporting  the  tariff"  bill  to  the  House,  the  de- 
bate thereon  was  resumed. 

Mr.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the  Com- 
mittee as  follows : 

^  Mr.  Chairman,  I  feel  much  indebted  to  the 
Committee  for  their  goodness  in  rising  on  yester- 
day, to  afford  me  an  opportunity  of  expressing  my 
views  upon  this  subject. 

I  am  about  to  attempt  an  answer  to  the  member 
from  Pennsylvania  who  reported  this  bill,  and 
other  gentlemen  who  followed  him  in  its  support. 
Considering  the  arduousness  of  the  undertaking,  it 
might  perhaps  be  the  part  of  prudence  in  me  to 
decline  it ;  for  one  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Thimble)  informed  us  that  he  had  demonstrated 
many  of  his  propositions,  and  thus  placed  them 
beyond  the  possibility  of  question,  although  moral 
and  political  questions  are,  in  their  nature,  inca- 
pable of  demonstration,  and  it  cannot  be  affirmed 
of  any  thing  short  of  demonstration  that  there  is 
no  possible  doubt ;  whilst  another  member  from 
Kentucky  (the  Speaker)  has  invited  the  opponents 
of  the  bill  to  attempt  an  answer  to  the  membei 
from  Pennsylvania  ;  from  which  it  may  be  infer- 
red, that  the  advocates  of  the  bill  feel  something 
like  the  confidence  of  anticipated  triumph.  Ardu- 
ous however  as  the  undertaking  may  be,  fearful 
as  the  odds  may  be  against  me,  I  am  emboldened 
to  proceed,  from  the  consideration  that,  in  such  a 
conflict  as  I  find  myself  engaged  in,  success  on  my 
part  would  be  cause  of  self-gratulation,  whilst  de- 
feat would  not  be  attended  with  disgrace. 

The  Speaker,  in  the  close  of  his  remarks,  called 
u|X)n  us  to  say  what  account  we  could  render  of 
our  stewardship  when  we  returned  to  our  consti- 
tuents ?  He  presented  to  us  the  following  train  of 
inquiry  in  detail :  What,  said  he,  have  you  done 
upon  the  subject  of  retrenchment?  I  shall  be 
ready  to  answer,  in  relation  to  that  subject,  that  I 
exerted  my  utmost  efforts  to  effect  a  considerable 
retrenchment ;  and  that,  if  I  did  not  succeed,  it 
was  because  1  was  overruled  by  a  majority  of  this 
House,  who  differed  from  me  m  opinion  as  to  the 

f)olicy  of  continuing  to  its  full  amount  one  very 
arge  item  of  public  expenditure.  What  have  you 
done  as  to  the  currency  of  the  country  ?  I  shall 
answer,  nothing,  because  nothing  was  necessary  to 
be  done.  The  channel  of  circulation  had  become 
too  full,  it  had  overflowed  its  banks.  The  flood  of 
circulating  medium  has  subsided  ;  it  has  already 
sought,  or  is  tending  to  seek,  its  level,  almost  as 
the  waters  of  the  Potomac  seek  theirs.  As  physi- 
cal laws  govern  the  one,  so  the  laws  of  political 
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economy  govern  the  other.     Self-regulation,  then, 
is  a  safer  and  better  reliance  than  any  act  of  legis- 
lation.    What  have  you  done  to  relieve  the  thou- 
sands of  unfortunate  bankrupts  in  the  country  ?    1 
shall  be  ready  to  answer  that,  whilst  I  sincerely 
sympathize  with  my  suffering  fcllow-citizens  m 
that  situation,  I  could  not  vote  for  a  bankrupt  bill 
consistently  with  mv  idea  of  the  immutable  prin- 
ciples of  justice.    I  do  not  speak  now  of  the  re- 
lease of  their  persons  from  confinement.     To  such 
a  proposition  ray  objections  do  not  apply;  but  I 
never  can  consent  to  cancel  the  obligation  of  con- 
tracts, and  to  exempt  after-acquired  property  from 
liability  to  the  payment  of  debts ;  because  the  rela- 
tion or  debtor  and  creditor  cannot  exist,  until  the 
debtor  shall  have  received  something  of  value  from 
the  creditor,  and  then  to  cancel  the  obligation  of 
the  contract,  is  to  say  to  the  creditor,  who  has 
parted  with  value  we  cannot  restore  to  him,  that 
he  shall  not  receive  the  equivalent  which  the  debt- 
or promised,  and  without  the  expectation  of  which 
he  never  would  have  parted  with  what  constituted 
the  consideration  of  that  promise.     This,  sir,  is  a 
very  brief  account  of  my  stewardship  in  relation 
to  these  subjects,  with  which   1  shall  expect  that 
my  constituents  will  be  so  satisfied  as  to  say  that, 
as  it  respects  them,  1  have  been  a  faithful  servant. 
I  shall  not  ask  them  for  the  further  reward  of 
"making  me  steward  over  many  things,  because  I 
have  been  faithful  over  a  few."     But,  sir,  what 


connexion  have  these  subjects  with  the  bill  now 
under  discussion  ?  Suppose  that  the  House  had 
decided  improperly  upon  all  these,  can  they  by  any 
pos.sibility  affect  the  decision  upon  this  question, 
which  must  rest  upon  the  basis  of  its  own  intrin- 
sic merits  ?  But  what  have  you  done  in  favor  of 
domestic  manufactures?  Here  again,  sir,  I  am 
ready  to  answer,  nothing;  and,  as  this  inquiry 
brings  us  directly  to  the  very  subject  before  the 
Committee,  I  will  now  proceed  to  state  to  you, 
and  through  you  to  my  constituents,  the  reasons 
which  have  produced  a  conviction  upon  my  mind 
that,  in  doing  nothing,  we  shall  act  wisely. 

The  avowed  object  of  this  bill  is,  by  means  of 
increased  duties  upon  imported  goods,  to  afford  en- 
couragement to  that  part  of  the  industry  of  the 
country  which  is  engaged  in  domestic  manufac- 
tures ;  and  the  question  is.  whether  such  a  meas- 
ure is  compatible  with  the  principles  of  justice,  or 
of  sound  policy  ?   It  will  be  my  endeavor  to  prove 
that  it  is  not.     Before,  however,  I  go  particularly 
into  these  views,  I  beg  leave  to  answer  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Balhwin,)  and  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Storrs,)  of  a   general  nature,  in  relation 
to  our  system  of  revenue  from  imposts.    They  have 
characterized  it  with  epithets  of  the  severest  repro- 
bation.    It  has  been  called  an  unsou-  d,  a  rotten 
system.     So  far  from  thinking  that  these  epithets 
are  merited,  I  have,  for  my  part,  a  decided  prefer- 
ence for  the  impost  system,  and  I  will  proceed  to 
slate  to  the  Committee  the  reasons  of  that  prefer- 
ence.    The  whole   practice  of  the  Government, 
from  its  commencement  to  the  present  moment, 
with  but  few  exceptions,  and  those  principally  in 
time  of  war,  has  been  to  rely  upon  imposts  for  the 


fturpose  of  defraying  its  expenditures.    Of  this 
iact  I  make  the  double  use,  that  those  who  have 
administered    the    Government    have   considered 
this  mode  of  raising  revenue  most  consistent  with 
the  feelings  of  the  people,  and  that  the  people  them- 
selves, having  been  accustomed  to  it  for  thirty 
years,  would  find  it  more  agreeable  and  convenient 
than  any  other.     I  would  not  innovate  upon  it, 
then,  unless  there  were  very  strong  reasons  for  a 
change.     So  far  from  this,  the  reasons  are,  in  my 
opinion,  strong  in  favor  of  its  continuance.   Let  us 
examine  them  somewhat  at  large.     This  mode  of 
raising  revenue  by  impost  is  the  least  expensive  in 
its  collection,  and  ot  course,  of  any  given  sum 
raised  by  taxation,  the  less  there  may  be  expended 
in  collection,  the  more  there  will  be  applicable  to 
the  purposes  of  the  Government.    Gentlemen  have 
said  that  the  excise  in  England  was  collected  at 
less-expense  than  any  other  tax.     Whatever  may 
be  the  case  in  England,  such  would  not  be  the  fair 
calculation  in  this  country.  In  England  the  popula- 
tion is  dense,  and  the  manufacturers  are  collected 
in  large  cities  and  towns,  which  would  make  the 
collection  much  less  expensive  than  in  the  United 
States,  where  the  population  is  comparatively  very 
sparse,  and   the  manufacturers  scattered  over  a 
much  larger  surface.    But,  instead  of  detaining  the 
Committee  with  probabilities,  1  will  refer  them  to 
matter  of  fact.    The  report  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, of  December,  1601,  states  that  whilst  the 
expenses  of  collection  on  merchandise  and  tonnage 
did  not  exceed  four  per  cent,  those  on  the  permanent 
internal  duties  amounted  to  almost  twenty  per  cent. 
This  he  ascribed  to  the  dispersed  situation  of  the 
persons  paying  the  duties,  and  the  total  amount  of 
revenue  being  inconsiderable.   But,  sir,  let  us  coine 
nearer  the  present  time.     It  appears,  from  official 
documents,  that  the  total  amount  of  duties  on  im- 
ports, for  the  years  1815, 1816, 1617,  and  1818,  was 
(not  regarding  fractions)  $118,;J83,000,  and  the 
whole  expense  of  collection  (in  like  manner  dis- 
carding fractions)  was  82,771,000,  not  equal  to 
two  and  a  half  per  cent,  upon  the  whole  amount. 
From  the  same  source  I  derive  the  fact  that  the 
expense  of   the  collection  of   internal  duties,  in 
1816,  was  four  per  cent,  and  eight-tenths,  and  that 
of  the  collection  of  the  direct  tax  of  the  same  year 
was  five  per  cent,  and  three-tenths. 

A  second  advantage  in  favor  of  the  impost  sys- 
tem is,  that  there  is  much  less  loss  to  the  Govern- 
ment by  insolvency,  &c.  j  it  appears  that  the 
whole  loss  upon  customs,  from  the  commencement 
of  the  system,  amounting  to  the  enormous  sum  of 
$351,329,799.  is  not  quite  one-half  of  one  per  cent. 
Without  referring  the  Committee  to  the  minutia;  of 
official  reports,  I  am  justified  in  saying,  generally, 
that  the  loss  in  the  collection  of  internal  taxes  has 
been  much  greater,  and  for  this  obvious  reason, 
that  the  cusloms  are  collected  from  a  very  few 
persons  in  comparison  with  those  from  whom  the 
other  taxes  are  collected.  A  third  advantage  is, 
that  the  payment  of  this  kind  of  tax  is  an  act  of 
volition  ;  the  dutv  becomes  a  part  of  the  price,  and 
we  either  buy  or  not  as  we  choose ;  whereas,  as  far 
as  internal  taxes  should  consist  of  direct  taxes,  the 
payment  would  be  matter  of  compulsion.   A  fourth 
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advantage  is,  that  this  system  is  calculated  to  op- 
erate more  equally.  The  great  desideratum  in 
every  system  of  taxation  should  be  to  make  every 
citizen  contribute,  as  far  as  practicable,  in  propor- 
tion to  his  ability.  As  there  is  no  mode  of  ascer- 
taining that  ability  with  precision,  without  too 
inquisitorial  a  scrutiny,  the  best  approximation 
which  we  can  make  to  it  is  to  act  upon  the  prin- 
ciple that  every  man's  expense  is  proportioned  to 
his  ability ;  the  few  examples  which  we  observe 
of  a  departure  from  this  principle,  in  prodigality 
or  extravagance,  do  not  disturb  the  general  truth ; 
the  present  system  has  this  principle  for  its  basis, 
as  the  buyer  of  goods  pays  a  tax  according  to  what 
he  purchases.  Although  the  same  reasoning  would 
apply  to  excises,  yet  it  clearly  would  not  to  direct 
taxes;  they,  by  tne  Constitution,  must  be  laid,  not 
according  to  wealth,  but  according  to  population ; 
thus,  in  case  of  a  direct  tax,  a  manufacturing  State, 
with  millions  of  capital  profitably  employed  in  that 
way,  would  pay  not  one  cent  more  than  another 
State  of  equal  population,  whose  wealth  was  even 
fifty  per  cent,  less  than  that  of  the  other ;  but  it  is 
not  only  thus  unequal  in  its  operation  between  dif- 
ferent States,  it  is  also  subject  to  enormous  in- 
equalities between  citizens  of  the  same  State. 

The  direct  tax  is  imposed  upon  land  with  its 
improvements  and  slaves.  Now,  sir,  it  might  hap- 
pen that  a  man  worth  ten  thousand  dollars,  if  it 
consisted  in  lands  and  slaves,  might  pay  more  di- 
rect tax  than  one  worth  halt  a  million,  if  it  con- 
sisted of  certain  descriptions  of  property,  such  as 
bank  stock,  funded  debt,  «fcc.,  for  this  kind  of  prop- 
erty pays  no  part  of  the  direct  ux.  A  fifth  advan- 
tage in  adhering  to  this  system  is,  that  now  we 
have  one  set  of  officers ;  whereas,  if  we  introduce 
a  permanent  system  of  internal  taxation,  the  pres- 
ent system  must  still  be  also  continued,  and  thus 
we  shall  create  another  set  of  officers,  whose  sala- 
ries and  perquisites  of  office  will  be  an  entire  loss, 
in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  besides  the  vexation 
produced  by  being  liable  to  the  demands  of  a  double 
set  of  tax-gatherers.  The  last,  but  not  the  least 
advantage  which  I  will  mention,  is,  that  the  power 
of  laying  imposts  is  taken  from  the  States  and 
given  exclusively  to  Congress.  One  of  the  strong- 
est objections  to  the  Constitution  was,  the  colli- 
sion which  might  arise  between  the  State  and 
Federal  Governments,  in  the  exercise  of  their  re- 
spective powers  of  taxation,  where  they  were  con- 
current; but  in  this  particular  mode  of  laying  du- 
ties on  imports,  and  in  this  only,  the  Federal 
Government  having  the  power  exclusively,  there 
is  a  complete  obviation  of  all  difficulties' which 
mi^ht  arise  from  colliding  jurisdiction. 

The  advocates  of  this  bill  have  told  us  that  we 
cannot  much  longer  get  on  without  the  aid  of  in- 
ternal taxation ;  that  sooner  or  later  we  must  come 
to  that  point ;  and  that,  therefore,  we  had  better 
do  it  at  once.  My  first  remark  in  reply  to  this  is, 
that  if,  as  I  have  attempted  to  show,  the  system 
of  impost  be  a  better  and  more  equal  one  than  that 
of  internal  taxation,  then  the  argument  which 
would  persuade  us  to  adopt  the  latter,  by  antici- 
pation, because  we  might  hereafter  be  obliged  to 
do  it,  is  precisely  like  persuading  a  man  that,  be- 


cause he  must,  in  the  course  of  nature,  inevitably 
die,  it  would  become  him  to  anticipate  it  by  his 
own  act,  in  the  commission  of  suicide.  But,  say 
gentlemen,  the  revenue  from  imposts  is  unequal  to 
the  exigencies  of  the  Government;  and  how  do 
vou  propose  to  remedy  it  ?  Why,  it  would  seem, 
by  the  passage  of  a  bill,  the  effect  of  which  must 
be,  as  1  shall  presently  attempt  to  show,  to  dimin- 
ish that  very  revenue  which  gentlemen  say,  even 
now,  is  insufficient.  The  only  way  by  which  this 
apparent  inconsistency  can  be  explained  is,  that 
this  subject  is  discussed  as  if  a  system  of  internal 
taxation  were  now  in  being ;  but  1  call  upon  gen- 
tlemen to  remember,  that  w^hatever  their  wishes  or 
opinions  as  to  the  relative  merits  of  the  two  sys- 
tems may  be,  the  impost  system  exists  now  in 
point  of  fact,  whilst  the  other  does  not ;  and  I  will 
add  my  wish,  that  it  never  may,  until  it  shall  be- 
come indispensably  necessary,  not  by  our  forced 
legislation,  but  by  the  natural  course  of  events. 
I  have  just  said  that  I  would  attempt  to  show 
that  the  passage  of  this  bill  would  diminish  our 
revenue;  I  will  now  redeem  my  pledge,  or  en- 
deavor to  do  so. 

The  first  projwsition  which  I  shall  lay  down  is 
this — that  it  will  lessen  the  amount  ol  importa- 
tions, upon  this  obvious  principle,  that  any  given 
quantity  of  the  exportable  produce  of  the  land  and 
labor  of  the  country  will  purchase  fewer  commodi- 
ties at  a  higher,  than  it  would  at  a  lower  price. 
That  the  imposition  of  the  proposed  duties  will 
raise  the  price  of  the  commodities  imported  no 
gentleman  has  questioned.  Our  exportable  pro- 
duce remaining  the  same,  then,  will  purchase  less 
than  if  (he  duty  were  not  raised ;  and,  conse- 
quently, the  quantity  of  articles  must  be  dimin- 
ished. If  it  be  said  that  the  increased  duties  will 
compensate  for  the  diminished  consumption,  I  an- 
swer, that,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  mere  luxu- 
ries, the  great  bulk  of  imported  commodities  is 
consumed  by  that  portion  of  our  people,  who,  con- 
stituting the  middle  class  of  society  between  pov- 
erty and  wealth,  are,  with  various  degrees  of  prop- 
erty, only  independent  or  moderately  rich.  Though 
the  very  wealthy  man  might  still  continue  to  pur- 
chase his  luxuries  as  before,  without  regard  to 
price,  yet,  amongst  the  great  class  which  I  have 
mentioned,  (the  very  bone  and  sinew  of  the  commu- 
nity,) there  is  a  spirit  of  prudence  and  calculation 
which  makes  them  value  their  comforts  and  plea- 
sures at  a  certain  price  only,  beyond  which  they 
will  not  go.  What  that  is,  it  is  impossible  to  say, 
with  any  thing  like  precision,  it  being  a  mere 
question  of  quantity,  of  more  or  less;  t  venture, 
however,  to  say,  that  the  duties  now  proposed 
would  pass  this  limit,  and  consequently  cause  a 
great  diminution  of  consumption,  and  with  it  a 
diminution  of  comfort  to  our  citizens,  and  of  rev- 
enue to  the  Government. 

I  pass  on  to  other  views.  The  increased  rate  of 
duty  will  furnish  a  strong  additional  temptation 
to  smuggling,  already  in  some  degree  practised 
with  the  existing  duties,  and  thus,  as  far  as  that 
practice  shall  extend,  defraud  the  Government  al- 
together. But  the  advocates  of  the  bill  themselres 
admit  that  there  will  be  a  diminution  of  revenue 
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as  to  many  of  the  most  important  articles   and 
have  attempted  to  supply  it  by  an  mcrease  of  duty  , 
upon  iron,  salt,  sugar,  and  coffee-articles  either 
ofabsolute  necessity,  or,  at  least,  of  ordinary  com- 
fort.    Upon  this  1  must  take  leave  to  remark,  that ; 
if  these  articles  will  bear  an  increase,  we  ought, 
according  to  the  declarations  of  gentlenien  them- 
selves,  7S  have  the  benefit  of  it;  for  they  tel   us  ; 
that  our  revenue  is  deficient,  and  any  addition 
which  these  articles  will  bear  will  not  be  more] 
than  the  Government  can  conveniently  dispose  ol.  , 
At  a  time,  then,  when  all  the  revenue  which  we 
can  derive  from  imports  will  not  more  than  meet 
the  exigencies  of  the  Treasury,  it  surely  cannot  be 
right  to  adopt  any  policy  which  would  diminish 
that  amount,  even  if  the  policy  proposed  to  be 
established  might,  under  other  circumstances,  be 
thought  a  correct  one.  . 

I  shall  now  endeavor  to  prove  that  it  is  in  viola- 
tion of  the  general  principles  of  political  economy 
to  build  up  a  manufacturing  system  by  the  forced 
means  of  legislative  interference,  and  that  there  is  | 
nothin<T  peculiar  in  the  situation  of  this  country, 
whether  considered  in  relation  to  its  political  char- 
acter or  otherwise,  which  makes  our  case  an  ex- 
ception to  the  general  rule.     It  would  seem,  how- 
ever, from  what  has  been  said  by  the  Speaker  ol 
the  writers  on  political  economy,  that  he  reposes 
little  or  no  confidence  in  them.     He  has  said,  that 
we  derive  our  visionary  theories  from  European 
writers,  whom  their  own  Governments  do  not  ac- 
knowledf^e  as  guides  in  legislation  ;  thus,  that  gen- 
tleman, instead  of  meeting  and  refuting  the  doc- 
trines of  Stuart,  Smith,  and  others,  has  at  once 
put  them  under  the  ban  of  his  denunciation  by  a 
single  contemptuous  remark.     Indeed,  it  might  be 
said  of  him,  as  was  said  of  another  distinguished 
man  upon  another  occasion,  "that  he  put  to  flight 
a  host  of  syllogisms  by  a  sneer.^'     After  all  his 
disparagement  of  European  writers  on  the  science 
of  political  economy,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say, 
that,  if  their  manufactures  of  cotton  and   wool 
exceed  ours  as  far  as  their  works  upon  this  inter- 
esting subject  surpass  ours,  then  indeed  we  cannot 
sustain  the  competition  to  which  we  aspire  by 
any  encouragement  which  we   can   afford ;  and 
though   their  Governments  do   not  follow  their 
counlels,  that  surely  is  no  reason  why  we  should 
not,  if  they  be  in  themselves  correct,  and  calcu- 
lated to  enhance  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 
As  well  miffht  it  be  said,  that  we  ought  not  to  re- 
spect any  of  their  principles  of  ethics  or  morality, 
such,  for  example,  as  the  doctrines  of  Paley  or 
Rutherford,   because   they  do   not   pursue   them. 
There  is,  it  is  true,  no  demonstration  in  the  sciences 
of  morals  and  politics,  as  there  is  in  the  mathe- 
matics ;  but  there  are,  in  each  of  those  sciences, 
certain  truths  so  obvious  in  themselves  and  so  uni- 
versally assented  to  by  mankind,  that  they  almost 
rank  in  the  class  of  axioms,  and  constitute  the 
basis  of  reasoning  in  questions  of  this  kind  ;  such, 
for  example,  is  the  principle,  that  the  market  price 
of  commodities  is  regulated  by  the  proportion  be- 
tween the  actual   demand  and  supply.     It   is  to 
principles  as  well  settled  as  this  that  I  shall  resort 
m  the  course  of  this  argument,  though  they  may 


even  be  drawn  from  European  writers.  Without 
further  remarks,  I  will  proceed  directly  to  the  gen- 
eral reasoning  against  legislative  interference  to 
create  and  sustain  a  manufacturing  system. 

The  strength  of  every  country  consists  in  the 
number,  the  character,  and  the  wealth  of  its  popu- 
lation.    First,  then,  let  us  compare  two  countries, 
the  one  agricultural,  and  the  other  manufacturing, 
in  relation  to  numbers.     The  very  object  of  agri- 
culture is  to  procure  the  means  of  subsistence ;  out 
it  is  agreed  on  all  hands  that  the  quantity  of  sub- 
sistence is  precisely  the  measure  of  the  extent  of 
population,  since  without  it  they  cannot  exist;  of 
consequence,  other  things  being  equal,  the  country, 
which  is  agricultural,  and  which  not  only  makes 
its  own  subsistence,  but  a  surplus  for  exportation; 
which,  -jpon  occasion,  may  be  applied  to  supply 
the  deficiency  of  any  year,  will  be  more  jwnulous 
than  one,  a  great  part  of  whose  labor  is  applied  to 
manufactures,  and  which,  therefore,  in  ordinary 
years,  scarcely  makes  a  sufficiency,  and,  in  any 
case  of  deficiency,  depends  entirely  upon  a  foreign 
supply,  for  the  very  means  by  which  to  support 
life.     If  it  be  said   that  this  reasoning  does  not 
apply  to  the  pre>ent  situation  of  the  United  States, 
I  answer,  that  it  is  the  province  of  the  statesman, 
not  to  legislate  merely  for  the  present  moment, 
but  to  look  forward  to  that  state  of  things,  which, 
according  to  the  course  of  human  aflairs,  may 
fairly  be  "considered  as  inevitable;  and,  according 
to  all  experience,  the  time  will  come  when  it  will 
apply  to  us  with  full  force  as  well  as  to  other  na- 
tions.    When,  for  example,  the  manufacturers,  to- 
gether with  their  families,  shall  bear  a  large  pro- 
portion to  the  remaining  population  ;  for  let  it  be 
remembered,  that  while  food  only  increases  arilh- 
nietically,  population  increases  geometrically;  an 
idea  which  I   shall  have  occasion  to  dwell  upon 
more  at  large  hereafter. 

Let  us  now  compare  the  same  two  nations  in 
relation  to  the  character  of  their  population,  whe- 
ther affected  by  moral  or  political  causes.  The 
agriculturist,  in  this  country,  cultivates  his  own 
farm ;  he  looks  only  to  the  beneficence  of  the  De- 
ity, and  the  sweat  of  his  own  brow,  ior  the  main- 
tenance of  himself  and  family ;  by  his  own  will 
he  regulates  his  conduct ;  he  knows  no  superior 
except  those  who  arc  clothed  with  the  authority  of 
the  law;  he  thus  acquires  the  proud  spirit  of  an 
independent  freeman  ;  he  has  the  port,  the  stature, 
the  dignity,  of  a  man.  On  the  contrary,  the  man- 
ufacturer has  no  source  of  revenue  but  his  labor, 
which  he  must  constantly  sell  to  a  master ;  not  his 


own,  but  that  master's  will 


,  is  the  rule  of  his  con- 
duct. While  independence,  then,  is  the  charac- 
teristic of  the  agriculturist,  mere  servility  is  that 
of  the  manufacturer.  This  is  the  difference  in  the 
moral  effects;  that  in  the  physical  is  just  as  strik- 
ing ;  the  agriculturist,  from  the  very  nature  of  his 
pursuits,  enjoys  the  light  and  air  of  Heaven,  in  all 
its  purity ;  he  has  his  regular  periods  of  labor  and 
rest ;  he  has  that  strong  and  healthy  constitution 
which  results  from  these.  The  manufacturer,  on 
the  contrary,  under  the  orders  of  an  avaricious 
task-master,  scarcely  knows  the  distinction  of  day 
The  hammers  of  Birmingham  are 


and 


night. 
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never  at  rest;  the  wheels  of  Manchester  never 
stand  still.  They  are  pent  up  in  task-houses  dur- 
ing the  day,  amid  noxious  effluvia,  and  crowded 
in  huts  at  night — that  is,  such  of  them  as  are 
allowed  to  sleep ;  for  a  part,  in  alternate  succes- 
sion, pursue  their  toils  during  the  night.  Such  is 
the  condition  of  the  adults  engaged  in  these  estab- 
lishments. That  of  the  children  is,  if  possible, 
still  more  deplorable;  taken  at  an  early  period 
from  their  parents,  they  are  cut  off  from  the  sacred 
morality  of  the  hearth,  and  lose  all  benefit  of  pa- 
rental instruction,  which  instils  the  lessons  of  wis- 
dom into  the  mind,  and  morality  into  the  heart ; 
thrown  together  into  a  crowd,  where  there  is  a 


questions ;  but,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  in- 
quiry here  is,  whether  it  will  add  to  the  totality 
of  the  wealth  of  the  nation  1  1  have  already  shown 
that  it  will  produce  a  contrary  effect ;  and  that, 
too,  by  a  direct  injury  to  the  whole  mass  of  con- 
sumers ;  for,  precisely  as  you  enhance  the  price  of 
the  commodities  which  they  purchase^  you  dimin- 
ish the  value  of  the  products  of  their  labor,  the 
value  of  which  consists  in  the  power  of  command- 
ing the  products  of  the  labor  of  others.  Another 
great  advantage  which  an  agricultural  country 
possesses  over  a  manufacturing  one,  is,  the  greater 
stability  of  its  wealth  ;  the  wealth  of  the  first  con- 
sists in  its  lands,  with  its  permanent  improvements. 


promiscuous  intercourse  between  different  ages  j  buildings,  melioration  of  soil,  «Su:.  which,  amidst 
and  sexes,  fatigued  with  a  degree  of  labor  which  j  all  the  vicissitudes  of  events,  and  even  the  shocks 
they  can  scarcely  bear ;  without  the  aid  of  moral  j  of  war,  still  remain ;  that  of  the  other,  with  the 
or  religious  instruction,  they  grow  up  unfit  to  be  {  exception  of  the  fixed  part  of  the  capital,  consists 
members  of  society,  and  qualified  only  to  obey  the  |  in  what  claims  no  country  for  its  home,  but  that 
will  of  a  master  themselves,  and  to  transmit  that ;  in  which  the  greatest  profit  can  be  made ;  it  may 
wretched  inheritance  to  their  posterity.     How  dif-    rather  be  said  to  sojourn  for  a  while  in  any  country, 


ferent  the  condition  of  the  children  of  the  agricul- 
turist !  The  virtue  and  independence  of  the  pa- 
rent are  learned  and  practised  by  them,  and  they 

become  qualified  to  act  with  propriety  in  all  the  ,  .  . 

various  relations  in  which  they  stand  bound  to  j  on  these  remarks  ;  manufactures  have  there  repeat- 
society.  But,  sir,  I  will  not  pursue  this  subject ;  edly  changed  their  abode  ;  and  no  man  can  tell 
further.     I  refer  the  Committee  to  the  feeling  de     " 


than  to  be  domiciliated  there;  one  combination  of 
circumstances  located  it  in  a  particular  place;  a 
different  combination  will  cause  its  removal.  The 
history  of  all  Europe  is  a  practical  commentary 


scription  of  those  who  have  written  upon  it,  and 
particularly  to  that  of  the  celebrated  Aikin. 

The  advocate.>  of  this  bill  contend,  that  it  will 
tend  to  increase  the  national  wealth.  I  think  I 
shall  be  able  to  show  that  they  are  entirely  deceived 


'  how  soon  England  may  cease  to  be  the  work-shop 
and  toy-shop  of  Europe  and  America. 


Another  decided  recommendation  of  the  agricul- 
tural system  over  the  manufacturing,  is  this  :  the 
interest  of  the  agriculturist  is  precisely  identified 
with  that  of  the  community  ;  that  of  the  manufac- 


in  this  calculation.     Wealth,  either  public  or  pri-    turer  is  not  only  not  identified,  but  is,  in  some  de- 


vate,  consists  in  the  excess  of  production  l>cyond 
consumption  ;  whatever  appropriation  of  capital, 
then,  will  create  the  largest  mass  of  production, 
(the  consumption  remaining  the  same,)  will  create 
the  most  wealth  ;  if  an  appropriation  to  manufac- 
tures were  the  most  profitable,  we  may  be  assured 
that  individual  interest  will  give  it  that  direction. 
This  principle  of  intere.^t  is  one  of  liie  strongest 
of  our  nature ;  "  not  written  on  the  heart  by  pre- 
cept, but  engraven  by  destiny  ;  not  instilled  by  ed- 


gree,opposed  to  it.  The  interest  of  the  manufacturer 
IS,  to  narrow,  as  much  as  possible,  the  competition 
in  the  sale  of  his  commodities  ;  the  interest  of  the 
community  is,  obviously,  to  widen  thatcompetition. 
"  Profit,  too,  is  naturafly  low  in  rich,  and  high  in 
poor  countries;  and  it  is  always  highest  in  coun- 
tries which  are  going  fastest  to  ruin."  In  a  polit- 
ical point  of  view,  then,  it  is  well  worthy  of  con- 
sideration how  far  it  is  good  policy  to  create  and 
sustain,  by  artificial  means,  a  class  in  society  whose 


ucatioii,  but^  infused  at  our  nativity  ;'  it  burns  with  j  interests  are  thus,  in  some  degree,  necessarily  op- 
an  inextinguishable  light,  like  the  fire  of  the  vestal  I  posed  to  those  of  the  rest  of  the  society.     1  do  not 


virgins.     The   unceasing   desire,  which   we  thus 
have,  to  better  our  condition,  is  best  guided,  too, 
by  individual  sagacity,  which  always  points,  or 
endeavors  to  point,  to  tlic  object  ol  our  wishes. 
Why,  then,  is  the  capital  of  the  country  not  ap- 
propriated to  manufactures  ?  Merely  for  the  reason, 
that  other  appropriations  of  it  are  more  profitable ; 
this  is  proven,  i  neon  testa  bly,  by  the  very  circum- 
stance of  the  manufacturers  asking  for  aid  ;  for, 
surely,  if  their  profit  were  equal  to  that  of  the  other 
pursuits  in  society,  they  would  not  need  it,  and  to 
give  it  would  be  the  extreme  of  injustice.     But,  if 
the  appropriation  of  capital  to  manufactures  be 
thus  clearly  shown  to  be  less  profitable  than  in 
some  other  way,  then  it  follows  that  a  less  mass  of 
production  is  created  ;  and,  as  national  wealth  has 
been  shown  to  consist  in  the  excess  of  production 
beyond  consumption, consequently,  national  wealth 
is  diminished,  not  increased.     That  it  will  increase 
the  wealth  of  the  great  manufacturers,  no  one 


mean  to  say,  that  manufactures  are  not  useful,  and 
even  necessary,  to  agriculture ;  but  I  do  mean  to 
contend,  that  it  is  better  to  let  others  manufacture 
for  us,  as  long  as  we  can  appropriate  our  capital 
in  a  way  which  will  be  more  profitable  ;  and  I  do 
mean  to  contend,  that,  if  Government  attempt  to 
judge  of  this,  it  will  be  perpetually  subject  to  error, 
and  may,  by  the  aid  which  it  affords,  force  a  com- 
paratively unprofitable  appropriation  of  the  capital 
of  the  country  ;  whereas,  if  it  be  left  to  individual 
sagacity,  the  thermometer  will  scarcely  mark  the 
variations  in  the  temperature  of  the  weather  with 
more  accuracy  than  this  will  the  variations  in  the 
rate  of  profit ;  and,  consequently,  we  have  the  ut- 
most security  that  capital  will  be  applied  to  manu- 
factures, whenever  it  ought  to  Ix'  so  applied ;  that 
is,  whenever,  by  such  an  application,  it  will  be 
more  profitable  than  by  any  other.  And  what 
equivalent  are  we  promised  for  submitting  to  a 
measure  subject  to  so  many  and  such  strong  ob- 
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jections  ?     Why,  it  is  said,  ihat,  if  we  will  protect 
manufactures,  as  soon  as  thev  shall  be  firmly  es- 
tablished, they  will  alTord  us  a  revenue  from  ex- 
cise.    In   the   first  place,  I  answer,  that,  it   that 
promise  should  be  realized,  the  period  would  be 
alto'rether  uncertain,  and.  in  the  mean  time,  there 
would  be  an  acknowledged  deficiency  ot  revenue 
arising  from  impost :  and  further,  if  I  have  shown  j 
that  an  appropriation  of  capital  in  that  wav  would 
be  less  profitable,  there  would   be  an  actual  anni-  : 
hilation  of  national  wealth,  to  an  amount  equal  to 
the  diflerence  between  the  profit  arising  trom  that 
and  a  different  appropriation.     It  is  said,  however, 
that  manufactures  will  become  cheaper  than  they 
now  are:  this  is  a  downright  inconsistency  ;  for,  at 
their  present  price,  we  are  loudly  called  upon  to 
save  them  from  sinking,  and  yet.  at  the  same  mo- 
ment, we  are  told,  that  they  will  actually  be  sold 
at  a  price,  hereafter,  less  than  that  for  which  they 
now  sell,  and  a  sale  at  which,  it  is  said,  will  pro- 
duce ruin.     There  i>  no  inducement,  then,  in  this 
promised  equivalent.     I  have  already  shown  that 
the  proposed  measure  is  wrong,  upon  general  prin- 
ciples, and  I  will  now  attempt  to  show,  not  only 
that  there  is  nothing  peculiar  in  the  situation  of 
this  country  which  would  require  us  to  depart  from 
these  general  princinles  ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  j 
whatever  distinguishing  peculiarity  there  is,  either  I 
in  our  Government,  people,  or  country,  it  contrib-  j 
utes  rather  to  fortify  than  to  weaken  their  force, 
and  to  render  them  emphatically  applicable  to  us.  j 
Our  Government  is  Republican  ;  next  to  the  virtue  ; 
of  its  citizens,  t>quality  is  one  of  the  surest  founda-  j 
tions  upon  which  such  a  Government  can  stand. 
Equality  of  rights   is  actually  attainable,  and  is  , 
practically  enforced;  but  equality  of  propt-rty,  also,  i 
as  far  as  it  can  be  effected  by  Constitutional  and  ! 
legal  means,  is  also  greatly  desirable  ;  it  is  with  a  | 
view  to  this  result,  that  the  principle  of  primogen- 
iture has  been  abolished  in  ihe several  States,  which  i 
gave  to  one  member  of  a  family  the  whole  real 
estate;  it  is  with  the  same  view  that  the  principle  ' 
of  entails  has  been  abolished,  which  {)erpetuated 
the  estate,  so  given,  in  the  particular  person,  and 
his  heirs  in  a  particular  line.     These  principles  are 
two  of  the  strongest  pillars  upon  which  a  monarchy 
rests,  because  thev  concentrate  the  property  of  the 
country,  and  with  it  th^power  and  influence  of  a 
few  •  but  the  very  reverse  of  this  is  the  proper  pol- 
icy in  our  Government ;  Avith  us  not  concentration, 
but  the  most  extensive  and  universal  diffusion  is 
the  great  desideratum  ;  the  very   same   property 
which,   when    broken   into   small  parts,   spreads 
plenty,  comfort,  and  independence,  over  a  whole 
country,  when  accumulated  in  the  hands  of  a  few, 
be<»ets  the  extremes  of  great  wealth  and  great  |X)V- 
erty  ;  by  this,  one  portion  of  the  society  is  too  much 
eievateii,  the  other  is  too  much  depressed  ;  the  one 
feels  arrogance,  the  other  submission.     In  such  a 
state  of  tilings,  the  force  of  political  institutions 
would  be  continually  impaired  by  the  aristocracy 
of  wealth.     Inasmuch,  then,  as  I  believe  that  the 
effect  of  this  bill  would  be  to  produce  this  concen- 
tration of  wealth,  so  much  to  be  reprobated,  and 
thus  place  the  General  Government  in  the  attitude 
of  counteracting  the  policy  of  the  States,  which, 


as  I  have  said,  consists  in  promoting  a  diffusion  of 
property — in  thi>  point  of  view,  I  think  there  is  a 
strong  political  reason,  derived  from  the  nature  of 
our  institutions,  in  aid  of  the  general  principles 
which  I  have  been  discussing. 

In  relation  to  our  people  they  have,  from  a  com- 
bination of  circumstances,  the  most  important  of 
which  is  the  immense  ijuantity  of  new  and  fertile 
land,  been  always  accustomed  to  the  pursuits  of 
agricultural  life.     The  force  of  habit,  then,  co- 
operates with  other  causes  to  give  them  a  prefer- 
ence to  that  kind  of  lalx)r;  but  I  have  already  en- 
deavored to  prove  that  it  is  more  contributive  to 
the  health  of  the  body  and  the  independence  of  the 
mind.    If  the>e  positions  be  correct,  and  especially 
the  last,  agriculture  is  a  pursuit  which,  more  than 
manufactures,  fits  the  |)eople  for  the  Government 
under  which  they  live.     Surely  it  cannot  be  the 
part  of  a  statesman,  by  legislation,  to  hold  out  an 
inducement  to  the  people  to  al^andon  that  pursuit 
j  which  qualifies  them  for  the  station  in  which  they 
'  are  placed  by  the  social  compact  under  which  they 
I  live;  not  to  j^erform  the  part  of  mere  si-rvile  obe- 
dience, but  to  fill  the  station  of  independent  free- 
j  men,    who,    bv    their   reproentatives,   themselves 
I  make  the  laws  by  which  themselves  are  governed. 
'      In  relation  to  our  country,  let  it  be  remembered 
!  that  Europe,  particularly  the  manufacturing  part 
i  of  It.  is  well  peopled,  whilst  our  population  is  ex- 
I  tremcly  sparse.     The  population  of  England,  in- 
cluding Wales,  in   1803,  was   169  to  the  sfjuare 
!  mile;  m  France  it  was  174  to  the  square  mile.    In 
j  ISIO,  the  population  of  Connecticut,  the  mo^t  pop- 
ulous State  in  the  Union,  was  50.04  to  the  square 
I  mile;  that  of  Virginia  only  13  and  a  fraction  ;  and, 
I  admitting  the  superficie>  of  the  United  States  to 
}  l)e  two  millions  of  square  miles,  the  whole  popu- 
1  lation  is  only  threeand  eighty-threehundredths  to  a 
>quare   mile.     See  Seybert>   Statistical    Annals. 
The  whole  land  of  England  and  Wales  is  esti- 
mated by  Bristed  at  38,.54)0.0O0  acres.     I  have  al- 
ready said,  that  Seyl)erl  estimates  the  United  States 
at  2,i>00,000  square  miles;  this,  redueed  to  acres, 
amounts  to  1,280,000.000  acres  of  land.    Now,  sir, 
it  seems  to  me.  that  it  would  be  almost  sufficient 
to  state  the  relative  population  and  territory  of  the 
two  countries,  to  convince  any  man  that  what  may 
be  a  correct  policy  in  relation  to  England,  would 
be  highly  improper  for  us  to  pursue. 

The  population  of  England  and  Wales,  in  1803, 
exceeded  that  of  the  United  States  in  1810,  and 
yet  the  territory  of  the  United  States  is  more  than 
thirty  times  that  of  England  and  Wales;  whilst 
the  population  of  the  United  States,  to  the  square 
mile,  is  more  than  forty  times  less,  including  our 
whole  superficies.  Manufactures  suit  a  redundant 
population,  with  a  confined  territory  ;  such  is  the 
case  of  England  :  they  do  not  suit  a  sparse  popu- 
lation and  a  redundant  territory  ;  such  is  the  situ- 
ation of  the  United  States.  Manufactures,  if  not 
forced  into  existence  by  artificial  means,  are  the 
natural  result  of  an  overflowing  capital ;  it  never 
can  be  said  that  the  capital  of  any  country  can  be 
of  that  kind,  whilst  there  are  millions  and  tens  ot 
millions  of  acres  of  the  most  fertile  land  yet  un- 
cultivated;  such  IS  the  situation  of  the  United 
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States.     Whilst  there  is  land  of  this  sort  to  culti- ' 
vate,  its  cultivation  is  the  mo>t  profitable  appropri- 
ation of  capital.     Take,  for  example,  a  quarter 
section  of  land  at  its  present  price,  amounting  to 
two  hundred  dollars;  let  but  one  half  of  this  be 
well  cultivated,  and  I  know  of  no  application  of 
the  same  capital,  unconnected  with  mere  specula- 
tion, which  would  yield  an  equal  result ;  the  mere 
maintenanceof  the  family,  which  would  be  derived 
from  it,  exclusive  of  the  produce  which  might  be 
sold,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  to  an  amount 
equal  to  the  capital  invested,  would  be  more  than 
the  profit  of  any  other  appropriation  with  which  I 
am  acquainted.     What  is  true  of  one  quarter  sec-  I 
tion,  is  equally  true  of  every  one  in   the  United 
States,  as  long  as  one  of  sood  quality  remains  in 
an  uncultivated  state.     There  is  an  argument  de-  I 
rived  from  the  influence  of  machinery  upon  man-  ! 
ufactures,  which  I   beg  leave  to  present  to  the  ] 
Committee,  because  it  seems  to  me  to  be  entitled 
to  very  great  weiffht.     To  make  the  application,  I 
will  first  present  a  few  facts.     In  a  note  to  Lau-  | 
derdale,  on  Public  Wealth,  page  204,  it  is  said,  I 
that  a  machine  at  Derby  contained  26,586  wheels,  I 
and  97,746  movements,  that  work  73.726  yards  of  : 
silk  at  every  turn  of  the  wheel ;  that  is  to  say,  j 
318,504,960  yards  in  twenty-four  hours..   In  the 
same  book,  paj;e  301,  it  is  said  that,  in  Scotland,  | 
it  was  estimated  that  a  still  could  be  discharged  I 
about  once  a  day.     In  thirteen  yeais  afterwards,  \ 
they  had  arrived  at  such  perfection  as  to  discharge  i 
it  almost  twenty-two  times  in  an  hour — that  is. 
upwards  of  five  hundred  times  as  often.     These 
statements  appear  to  be  such  as  almost  to  startle  | 
credibility.     Let  us  take  some  much  more  moder- 
ate, and  which  will  answer  all  the  purposes  of  my 
argument.     In  Ganilh's  Political  Economy,  it  is 
said  that  Sir  Richard  Arkwright's  invention  of  the 
cotton-spinning  machine  shortened   that  kind  of 
labor  by  two-thirds,  and  rendered  it  twenty  times 
more  productive  than   it   had  been  before.     In  a 
supplement  to  the  Philadelphia  address,  of  1819,  it 
is  said  that  a  British  spinner  can,  by  the  interven- 
tion of  labor-saving  machinery,  spin  as  much  by 
one  person  as  requires  in  India  sixty  i>ersons.     Fi- 
nally, in  the  same  book,  it  is  said,  upon  the  au- 
thority of  a  British  writer,  that  the  whole  laboring 
population  of  Great  Britain  has  its  powers  multi- 
plied fourteen  times  by  machinery.     The  author 
makes  an  estimation  which  would  reduce  it  to 
about  twelvefold.    The  general  purpose  for  which 
I  have  made  these  quotations  is  thi.s — to  present  to 
the  advocates  of  this  bill  a  dilemma  from  which  it 
seems  to  me  they  cannot  extricate  themselves.   The 
first  part  of  it  is.  that,  if  we  have  not  the  advantage 
of  laoor-saving  machinery,  it  is  utterly  impossible 
to  sustain  a  competition  against  the  foreign  manu- 
facturer; the  other  is,  that,  if.  we  have  that  ma- 
chinery, our  other  advantages  are  such  that  our 
manufacturers  do  not  need  any  further  protection 
from  the  Government.    The  first  proposition  is, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  sustain  a  competition,  un- 
less we  have  the  advantage  of  machinery.     If  I 
were  to  take  the  ca«»e  of  the  still  which   I   have 
stated,  and  rely  upon  that,  it  would  be  so  striking 
that  the  mere  statement  of  the  fact  would  super- 


sede the  necessity  of  argument  or  comment ;  for 
all  will  agree  at  once  that  distillation,  carried  on 
by  a  still  discharged  once  a  day,  could  not  main- 
tain a  competition  against  that  carried  on  by  a 
still  discharged  five  hundred  times  a  day;  that  is 
to  say,  could  not  maintain  a  competition  where 
the  odds  were  five  hundred  to  one. 

But,  sir,  I  will  not  call  this  extreme  case  to  my 
aid ;  1  will  not  even  use  the  much  more  moderate 
statement  of  the  British  machinery  making  one 
British  spinner  equal   to  forty  India  spinners,  be- 
sides an  allowance  for  the  expense  of  the  ma- 
chinery ;  I  will  take  the  minimum  estimates ;  I 
will  suppose  that  the  physical  labor  is  multiplied 
twelve  times  by  machinery  ;  and  I  will  ask  whe- 
ther, even  under  these  circumstances,  we  could 
possibly  sustain  a  competition  without  ourselves 
having  the  aid  of  machinery?     I  will  venture  to 
answer  the  question  for  the  Committee,  and  say, 
it  would  not  be  possible ;  for  the  obvious  reasons, 
first,  that  the  odds  are  twelve  to  one  against  us, 
with  the  exception  of  the  cost  and  expense  of  the 
machinery ;  and,  secondly,  that  if  we  attempted 
to  balance  it  by  eleven  additional  workmen,  we 
should  be  subject  to  the  enormous  comparative  dis- 
advantage, ot  paying  the  wages,  and  furnishing 
the  clothing,  food,  and  maintenance  of  eleven  per- 
sons, whereas  the  machines  require  no  food  or 
clothing,  the  only  accruins:  cost  being  the  interest 
of  the  orginal  price,  and  the  wear  and  tear  of  the 
machine.     If  it  be  said  that  we  have  not  the  ma- 
chinery, then  I  answer  in  the  alternative,  that,  if 
our  manufacturers  have  the  capital,  and  will  not 
appropriate  it  in  that  way.  it  is  their  own  fault ;  if 
they   nave  not  the  capital  which  would  enable 
them  to  buy  the  machinery,  then  the  Government 
cannot  furiiish  it,  and  without  it  they  are  not  ready 
for  manufactures. 

The  second  proposition  is,  that  if  our  manufac- 
tures have  the  machinery,  their  other  advantages 
are  such  that  they  need  no  further  protection  from 
the  Government!  Take,  for  example,  the  two 
great  articles  of  cotton  and  woollen  goods ;  upon 
these  the  existing  duties  are  twenty-five  per  cent.; 
when,  in  addition  to  this,  it  is  recollected  that  the 
raw  material  is  raised  here,  whereas  the  foreign 
manufacturer  has  to  purchase  it  at  a  considerably 
enhanced  price,  and  that  he  also  is  subject  to  the 
charges  and  risk  of  transportation  to  this  country, 
the  whole  advantage  of  the  domestic  manufacturer 
may  be  estimated  moderately  at  thirty-five  per  cent, 
or  more.  As  to  the  coarse  cotton  goods  beyond 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  it  is  greatly  more,  because 
the  duty  is  estimated  upon  them  as  if  their  mini- 
mum cost  were  twenty-five  cents  per  yard,  where- 
as, in  point  of  fact,  it  is  not  more  than  ten  cents. 
If  with  this  advantage  we  cannot  sustain  the  com- 
petition, it  argues  such  a  want  of  skill  or  economy, 
or  something  else,  as  to  show  that  we  are  not  ready 
yet  for  manufactures. 

But  1  will  not  detain  the  Committee  longer  with 
hypothetical  reasoning,  but  will  come  to  some  facts, 
which  will  show  that  it  is  the  want  of  perfect  ma- 
chinery, which  makes  the  great  difference  against 
us.  It  is  said,  in  the  supplement  to  the  address  of 
the  Philadelphia  Society,  which  I  have  before  re- 
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ferred  to,  that  we  have  beaten   England  out  of !  cheapness  of  provisions,  a  consideration  entitled  to 
our  market,  in  hats,  shoes,  boots,  and  ail  manufac- ,  considerable  weight  in  the  account.     If  it  be  said, 
tares  of  leather;  that  we  are  her  superiors  m  >hip  ,  the  wages  of  labor  are  higher  in  the  United  States 
building  ;  and  the  reason  assigned  in  that  work  is,  i  than  in  Europe,  I  answer,  first,  that  the  same  sup- 
that  these  are  all  works  of  the  hands,  where  labor-  [  plement  to  the  Philadelphia  address,  to  which  I 
saving  machinery  gives  no  aid.     But  again,  sir,  i  have  so  often  referred,  seems  to  consider  the  rate 
in  the  same  address  we  are  presented  with  the  re-    of  wages  as  not  being  any  considerable  objection, 
suits  of  a  cotton  manufactory  near  Boston,  from  :  But  it  is  indifferent  to  me  whether  the  wagesof  labor 
which  it  appears  that  three  hundred  persons,  con-  \  be  considered  too  high  or  not.     Gentlemen  may 
sisting  of  lourteen   men   and  two  hundred  and  :  have  this  point  either  way.     If  they  be  considered 
eighty-six  women  and  children,  with   the  aid  of   not  too  high,  then  there  is  no  reason,  upon  thisac- 
power-looms  and  other  machinery,  produce  at  the    count,  to  ask  for  protection  ;  if,  on  the  contrary, 
rate  per  annum  of  1,500,000  square  yards  of  cloth,    they  be  considered  so  high  as  to  make  it  difficult 
amounting,  at  twenty-five  cents  per  yard,  to  §312,-    for  the  American  manufacturer  to  sustain  a  com- 
500 ;  which,  after  deducting  the  price  of  the  raw    petition  against  the  European,  then,  there  results, 
material,  leaves  !$240,000;  equal  to  eight  hundred    from   that  fact,  an   inference   almost   irresistible 
dollars  to  each  hand.     This,  surely,  is  a  result    against  our  manufacturing  at  present.     To  make 
which  any  capitalist  ought  to  be  content  with ;    myself  understood  upon  this  point,  I  must  ask  the 
and,  accordingly,  we  are  informed  that  the  owners    attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  nature  of  the 


of  this  establishment  are  satisfied,  and  ask  no  pro- 
tection from  the  Government.  In  the  same  address 
we  are  told,  upon  the  authority  of  a  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  in 
1816,  that  in  the  year  1815,  there  were  engaged  in 
the  cotton  manufacture  about  100,000  persons,  con- 
sisting of  10,000  men,  GC,000  women  and  female 
children,  and  24,000  boys,  who  madeonly  81 ,000,000 
yards  of  cloth 


wages  of  labor,  and  the  circumstances  which  make 
it  high.  Capital  will  never  long  be  appropriated 
to  any  business  which  does  not  yield  the  ordinary 
profit.  The  wages  of  the  laboring  men  employed 
must  always  be  subducted  before  that  profit  can 
be  calculated.  If,  then,  those  wages  be  high,  and 
the  business  yet  carried  on,  it  appears  satisfactorily 
that,  after  the  payment  of  such  wages,  it  is  capable 
of  yielding  the  usual  profit.     Any  description  of 


Now,  sir,  it  will  be  seen,  by  a  comparison  of  these  business  which,  whilst  it  yields  the  usual  profit  to 
two  statements,  that,  if  the  100,000  persons,  in  the  the  capitalist,  affords  higher  wages  to  all  the  labor- 
year  1815,  had  made  a  quantity  ol  cloth  in  the  ing  men  employed,  than  any  other  business,  is 
same  proportion  to  their  numbers,  as  the  manu-  more  promotive  of  the  public  and  private  prosper- 
facturers  near  Boston  did,  instead  of  81,000,000  ,  ity  of  the  country  than  that  other.  But,  further, 
yards,  which  they  did  make,  they  would  have  ;  the  rate  of  wages  depends  upon  the  demand  for 
made  5lK>,lK)0,000  yards.  It  will  be  seen,  also,  that,  labor  ;  as  that  demand  is  increased  by  the  increas- 
taking  the  quantity  of  cloth  which  they  actually  ,  ing  wealth  of  the  country,  and  cannot  otherwise 
did  make,  to  wit,  81,000  000  yards,  and  allowing  be  increased,  so  the  greatest  degree  of  demand  will 
the  same  proportion  to  the  persons  engaged,  as  in  be  for  that  description  of  labor  which  is  most  pro- 
the  manufactorv  near  Boston,  (called,  1  believe,  ductive.  When,  therefore.  I  am  told  that  the  pres- 
the  VValtham)  instead  of  100,000  persons,  there  ]  ent  pursuits  of  tiie  country  afford  high  wages  to 
ought  only  to  have  been  16,200  engaged  in  the  labor,  and  so  high  that  manufacturers  cannot  nay 
manufacture.  And  what,  let  me  ask,  is  the  cause  them  ;  I  answer,  then,  that  manufactures  are  less 
of  the  enormous  difference  between  these  two  re-  profitable  than  those  pur>uits,  and,  conse<|uently, 
suits  .?  Sir,  the  book  itself  assigns  tlie  reason,  they  ought  not  to  be  sustained  at  the  expense  of 
which  I  will  give  you  in  its  own  words:  speaking  pursuits  yielding  more  profit  than  iliey  do.  But, 
of  the  product  of  the  Waltham  Factory,  it  says,  sir,  why  do  I  pursue  this  investigation  further  .?  We 
"  the  reason  why  the  result  of  this  calculation  so  i'ar  have  been  told,  by  the  Speaker,  that  there  are  mil- 
'  exceeds  the  proceeds  of  the  labor  of  the  100,000  lions  of  capital  now  waiting  for  and  seeking  an 
'  manufacturers  in  1815,  as  stated  in  page  201,  is,  employment.  I  will  add,  that  I  have  understood 
*  that  the  machinery  of  the  establishment  near  a  large  sum  could  be  borrowed  by  the  Government, 
'  Boston  has  been  brought  to  the  last  degree  of   at  five  per  cent.     We  have  been  told,  too,  and  the 


'  perfection  ;  and  the  power  looms,  which  afford 
'  immense  facilities  to  the  operations,  were  very 
'  rare  in  1815."  Here,  then,  is  the  very  principle 
for  which  I  am  contending,  namely,  that  when 
we 


declaration  has  been  iterated  and  reiterated,  that 
there  are  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  in  the 
United  States,  who,  for  want  of  employment,  are 
unable  to  maintain  themselves  and  families.     If 


have  the  best  kind  of  machinery,  we  do,  in  all  the^e  ideas  be  correct,  then,  I  appeal  to  the  can- 
point  of  fact,  a  prosperous  business.  If  that  be  the  dor  of  the  Committee,  whether  manufactures  ought 
case,  I  contend  that  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  to  receive  any  legislative  protection.  From  repre- 
we  can  furnish  the  capital  to  purchase  this  ma-  sentation,  it  would  seem  that  capital  is  dormantj 
chinery,  when  it  is  not  owned  ;  and  if  the  manu-  laborers  out  of  employment,  of  course  that  a  small 
facturer  have  this  capital,  he  wants  not  govern-  profit  would  be  satisfactory,  and  that  wages  of 
mental  aid,  but  only  the  appropriation  of  his  own  labor  would  be  small;  and  we  know  the  fact 
money,  together  with  ordinary  care  and  prudence  which  I  have  stated  to  be  correct,  that  our  provi- 
in  the  management  of  the  establishment.  I  forgot,  sions  are  cheap,  our  materials  raised  at  home,  and, 
sir,  to  mention  another  decided  advantage  in  favor  in  short,  if  we  have  the  machinery  suited  to  the 
of  the  American  manufacturer,  which  is  the  greater  i  purpose,  that  we  have  every  advantage  in  our  favor 
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except  that  of  experience,  and  even  that  we  can 
command  from  abroad. 

Yet  we  have  heard  the  most  doleful  Jeremiads 
in  relation  to  the  condition  of  the  manufactures  of 
the  country;  we  have  been  told  they  were  lying 
prostrate  tor  want  of  encouragement ;  we  have 
Deen  told,  by  the  Speaker,  that,  in  travelling  to  the 
North,  he  inquired,  what  ruinous  building  is  that? 
and  was  answered,  it  is  a  cotton  factory.  And 
what  is  that  ?  Another  cotton  factory.  Indeed, 
sir,  the  desolation  of  the  manufacturing  establish- 
ments has  been  described,  by  that  gentleman,  in  a 
manner  almost  as  impressive  as  are  the  halls  of 
Balclutha,  where,  we  are  told,  that  the  rank  grass 
grows  upon  the  wall,  and  the  fox  peeps  out  of  the 
window.  But,  sir,  if  manufactures  be  prostrate, 
so  also  are  commerce  and  agriculture  lying  equally 
low  themselves,  needing  some  reanimation,  and  in 
this  prostrate  and  almost  inanimate  condition,  in- 
stead of  breathing  new  life  into  them,  they  are  to 
be  still  more  oppressed,  by  heaping  upon  them  ad- 
ditional burdens  in  favor  of  manufactures — I  had 
like  to  have  said,  by  inllicting  upon  them,  in  part, 
the  punishment  of  peine  forte  et  dure — that  is,  put- 
ting upon  them  as  much  as  they  icrbear,  and 
more  than  they  can  bear.  In  ordei  lo  understand 
and  duly  to  appreciate  the  complaii  ts  of  the  man- 
ufacturers, it  behooves  us  to  take  a  short  retrospect 
of  the  history  of  the  country ;  that  retrospect  will 
show  us,  first,  that  the  apparently  un prosperous 
condition  of  manufactures,  compared  with  what 
it  was  a  few  years  ago,  is  the  result  of  adventi- 
tious circumstances,  and  that,  therefore,  it  is  not 
to  be  remedied  by  any  permanent  system  of  legis- 
lation ;  and,  secondly,  that  the  same  circumstances 
have  also  greatly,  if  not  equally,  affected  the  other 
great  interests  of  society,  and  that,  therefore,  the 
remedy  for  the  sufferings  of  the  one  is  not  to  be 
found  in  a  system,  the  effect  of  which  will  be  to 
increase  the  sufferings  of  the  others.  Without  de- 
taining the  Committee,  to  inquire  minutely  into 
the  causes  that  led  to  it,  the  fact  is  of  universal 
notoriety  that,  during  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  and  for  some  time  after,  the  channel  of 
circulation  in  the  United  States  was  filled  to  over- 
flowing with  a  paper  currency,  the  prevailing  one 
of  the  cc^untry.  One  of  the  immediate  cau.ses  of 
this,  wai  the  countenance  afforded  by  public  opin- 
ion to  the  banks,  (the  paper  mints,)  in  suspending 
specie  payments,  and  thus  removing  the  only 
effectual  restraint  upon  the  cupidity  of  stock- 
holders. This  led,  not  ©nly  to  the  multiplication 
of  new  banks,  but  to  the  excessive  issue  of  paper 
from  the  old  ones.  I  promised  the  Committee, 
however,  not  to  detain  them  with  an  inquiry  into 
the  causes,  and  I  will,  therefore,  proceed  with  the 
assumption  of  the  fact,  that  the  country  was  de- 
luged with  an  inundation  of  paper  currency  ;  for 
the  amount,  I  refer  you,  sir,  to  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  from  which  it  will  be 
seen  that,  from  the  year  1816  to  the  close  of  the 
year  1819,  the  currency  of  this  country  had  been 
reduced  from  about  8110,000,000  to  about  45,- 
000,000. 

The  profits  of  manufacturing  had   been   such 
during  the  war,  that  many  were  allured  to  embark 


in  it,  and  a  great  portion  of  them  without  an  ade- 

?[uate  capital  of  their  own,  but  deriving  resource* 
rom  the  facility  of  bank  accommodations.  The 
great  depreciation  of  the  currency,  on  account  of 
Its  excessive  quantity,  caused  every  description  of 

Property  to  sell  extravagantly  high.  This  would 
ave  been  nominal  only,  if  the  currency  had  con- 
tinued of  its  then  value;  but  its  subsequent  great 
and  actual  appreciation  has  fatally  proven  that, 
what  was  only  a  nominal  high  price  in  the  com- 
mencement, has  turned  out  to  be  actually  so,  to  the 
ruin,  or  at  least  embarrassment  of  thousands. 
Thus,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  investments 
in  manufacturing  establishments  was  made  whilst 
every  thing  was  at  or  near  the  acme  of  extrava- 
gant price,  and  in  many  instances,  too,  upon  a 
borrowed  capital.  This  was  not  confined  to  man- 
ufacturers ;  every  interest  in  the  country,  and 
amongst  others,  the  agricultural,  has  been  deeply 
affected  by  this  state  of  things.  Whenever,  from 
any  cause,  the  circulating  medium  of  a  country 
begins  to  undergo  a  rapid  depreciation,  the  imme- 
diate and  necessary  effect  is,  that  every  kind  of 
property  begins  to  be  represented  by  more  dollars, 
the  number  of  which  increases  as  the  depreciation 
increases.  This  is  almost  universally  considered 
a  rise  in  the  actual  value  of  property,  and  hence  a 
spirit  of  speculation  is  awakened  amongst  all 
classes  of  the  community ;  purchases  are  made, 
contracts  are  entered  into,  as  if  the  present  prices 
were  not  only  to  continue,  but  to  increase.  Soon, 
however,  depreciation  reaches  its  height,  and,  ac- 
cording to  the  course  of  human  affairs,  the  cur- 
rency begins  to  move  in  a  contrary  progress;  ap- 
preciation now  marches  with  as  gigantic  strides 
as  depreciation  had  done  before ;  and  the  conse- 
quences are  seen  in  the  ruin  of  thousands,  who, 
but  yesterday,  as  it  were,  seemed  lo  be  in  a  tide  of 
prosperity.  The  condition  of  the  United  States 
IS  a  practical  commentary  upon  this  reasoning. 
W^ithin  three  or  four  years  past,  the  farmer  got 
two  dollars  per  bushel  for  his  wheat ;  the  cotton 
planter  thirty  cents  for  his  cotton ;  the  tobacco 
planter  from  twenty  to  thirty  dollars  per  hundred 
for  his  tobacco;  contracts  and  purchases  were 
made,  predicated  upon  this  stale  of  things ;  lands 
which,  a  few  years  before,  had  sold  at  ten  and  fif- 
teen dollars  per  acre,  now  sold  for  twenty  and 
thirty  ;  slaves,  who  had  sold  at  four  or  five  hun- 
dred, now  sold  for  eight  hundred  or  a  thousand ; 
and  so  of  all  the  other  transactions  in  society. 
The  great  bulk  of  society  cannot  distinguish  be- 
tween a  rise  in  price,  which  is  the  result  of  depre- 
ciation in  the  currency,  and  that  which  proceeds 
from  actual  appreciation  in  the  value  of  property. 
Now,  sir,  the  more  clearly  to  illustrate  my  idea, 
let  me  take  some  individual  contract  for  the  pay- 
ment of  one  thousand  dollars;  five  hundred  bush- 
els of  wheat,  at  two  dollars  per  bushel,  would  dis- 
charge it.  But  let  us  suppose  that,  though  wheat 
sold  at  this  price  when  the  contract  was  made,  it 
fell,  before  it  was  discharged,  to  one  dollar.  Here 
it  is  obvious  that  half  the  amount  remains  unpaid, 
though  the  resources  are  the  same.  Now  what  is 
true  as  to  this  single  transaction,  is  equally  true  as 
to  all  the  contracts  in  society  ;  and  consequently, 
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upon  the  hypothesisstated,halfofall  those  contracts    will  command  as  much  of  that  produce  as  thirty 
would  remain  unsatisfied,  though  the  resources  in  |  did  a  few  years  a-o.  ^    »  •    .  •   ^    ^ 

kind  were  as  ^rreat  at  the  period  for  completing  the  ,  I  could  multiply  illustrations  of  this  kmd,  but 
contracts  as  when  thev  were  made.  The  report  of  1  these  will  be  sufficient  to  show  that  a  part  of  the 
the  Treasury  furnishes  a  pretty  good  standard  of  j  complaints  of  manufacturers  is  founded  upon  a 
the  actual  decree  of  embarrassment  in  complying  i  mistaken  mode  of  estimating  their  profits,  and  an- 
with  the  contracts  of  society.  There  are  S15,-  j  other  part,  upon  estimating  the  nominal  or  money 
000  000  outofwhichtocoraplv  with  engagements  I  price  of  their  fabrics,  lor  the  actual  or  intrinsic 
'  entered  into  when  the  circulating  mediumamounted  I  value,  or  the  power  which  they  give  in  command- 
to  SUO  000  m>0.  Let  every  gentleman  bring  home  ing  the  labor  ot  others.  Another  great  error,  in 
to  himself  the  difficulty  which  he  would  feel  in  per- I  estimating  the  profits  o!  manulactures,  is  this:  I 
formin'r  his  contracts,' if  his  cash  were  reduced  m  ;  have  already  sliown  to  the  Committee,  that  the 
the  proportion  of  from  SllO  to  .S45,  and  he  will  ,  Committee  of  Commerce  estimated  the  number  of 
at  once  realize  the  whole  embarrassment  of  all  the  !  persons  engaged  in  the  cotton  manufactory  m  1815 

-  ""^''""      I  have  also  shown  you  that,  with  the 
linery,  such  as  there  is  at  Waltham,and 
barrassment  the  manufacturers  participate,  in  com-  ,  lUKuig  u.l-  number  of  hands  there  as  the  standard, 
mon  with  their  fellow-citizens  of  every  other  class;  I  16,200  persons  ^vould  have  been  sufficient.     Now, 
and  this  view  of  the  subject  will  show  that  the  '  sir,  supposing  that,  whilst  the  price  of  every  thmg 
manufacturers   mistake   greatly  in    the   mode    in  i  else  has  fallen,  the  wages  ot  labor  should  remain 
which  thev  estimate  their  profit;.     That  estimation  ;  the  same,  and  supposing,  too,  what  I  thmk  extra- 
should  be  made,  not  upon  the  nominal  amount  of '  vagant,  that  Sl5n  each  ought  to  be  estimated  as 
their  capital   invested,  but  upon  what   it  is  now  ',  the  wages,  though  nine-tenths  of  them  are  women, 
worth.     Sir,  I  know  that  this  change  has  operated  !  boys,  and  female  children,  yet  in  this  item  alone, 
severely  upon  them :  but  I   have  shown  that  it  i  there  is  an  over-estimate  in  the  expenses  of  §1^,- 


atonce  realize  the  whole  embarrassment  of  all  the  !  persons  engaj 
people  of  the  United  States,  whose  currency  is  re-  |  at  10(],0tMl 
duced,  it  appears,  in  that  proportion.     In  this  em-  j  aid  of  machii 
barrassment  the  manufacturers  participate,  in  com-  ,  taking  the  ni 


operates  equally  upon  the  agricultural  and  all  other  570.<XX). 
interest>  in  society.  Take  the  case  of  the  farmer. 
If,  sir,  we  were  to  estimate  the  profits  of  a  Vir-  j 
ginia  farmer  upon  the  nominal  amount  of  his  cap-  i 
ftal  in  lands,  slaves,  Ac.  three  years  ago.  with  a  i 
sale  of  his  produce  at  the  present  prices,  none  ! 
scarcely  would  make  two  jkt  cent.,  few  would  t 
make  one,  and  thousand-^  not  half  an  one. 

But,  sir  I  wish  to  i)respnt  another  view  of  this 
subject,  which  will  meet  many  of  the  complaints 
which  have  been  urged.  This  view.  I  acknow- 
ledge, does  not  apply  to  the  manufacturer,  who 
corumenced  upon  a  Iwrrowed  or  fictitious  capital, 
and  who  is  now  indebted  for  the  original  invest- 
ment ;  but  surely  it  is  not  the  purpose  of  any  gen- 
tleman to  furnish  such  persons  the  means  of  reim- 
bursement of  the  capital  which  they  have  borrow- 


Wc  have  been  told,  however,  that  England  has 
derived  her  immense  wealth  from  manufactures, 
and  we  have  been,  therefore,  much  pressed  with 
the  weight  of  her  example.  I  have  already  endea- 
vored to  show  that  in  this  country  a  different  ap- 
propriation of  capital  is  more  profitable,  and  that, 
therefore,  it  is  impossible  to  increase  the  national 
wealth  by  diverting  it  to  a  less  profitable  one.  If 
I  have  succeeded  in  this,  whatever  may  be  the  case 
in  relation  to  England,  her  example  is  not  for  our 
imitation.  1  beg  leave,  however,  to  tell  gentlemen 
that,  although  England  has  derived  much  of  her 
boasted  wealth  from  manufactures,  yet  she  has 
derived  a  large  portion  of  it  from  various  other 
sources;  she  has  had,  for  a  long  series  of  years, 
with  the  unavoidable  interruptions  of  war  only, 


country  who  had  made  injudicious  purchases  of 
land.     Then,  sir.  let  us  take  the  case  of  a  manu 


nies;   but,  above  all.   she   has   derived    immense 
wealth  from  her  East  India  possessions.      VVhat- 
facturer,  who  owes  nothing  for  his  manufacturing    ever  may  have  been   the  fate  of  her  East  India 
establishment,  which  I  will  suppose  to  be  paid  for    Company,  the  nation  itself,  ;*/  /<w  aut  wfas^  by 

and  I  Avill  show  that  a  much    monopoly  and  oppression,  have  been  much  enrich- 


with  his  own 


fund? 


less  apparent  profit  will  be,  to  him,  intrinsically  as 
valuable  as  a  greater  apparent  profit  would  have 
been  a  few  years  ago.  In  ISIO  cotton  sold  at  30 
cents  per  pound,  now  at  not  more  than  fifteen ; 
provisions,  and  every  thing  necessary  for  the  main- 
tenance of^  labor,  are  now  much  cheaper  than  they 
then  were.  See  the  operation  of  these  things; 
suppose,  in  1810,  a  bushel  of  wheat  sold  at  :$!  50, 
and  that  it  now  sells  at  one  dollar;  if,  in  1S16, 
cotton  cloth  sold  at  30  cents  per  yard,  and  now  it 
sells  at  20  cents,  it  is  substantially  iust  as  wod  a 
sale ;  for,  though  there  is  a  nominal  fall  of  fif^ty  per 
cent,  in  the  money  price,  yet  the  true  value  of  any 


ed  from  that  extended  empire,  embracing  a  native 
population  of  forty  millions  of  people.  Let  us  for 
a  moment  inquire  into  this  somewhat  in  detail : 
Colquhoun.  a  modern  British  writer,  informs  us, 
that  the  gross  revenue  of  the  East  India  Compa- 
ny's possessions  amounts  to  upwards  of  £18,000,- 
(XX) ;  the  same  writer  states  that  there  are  6,000 
British  people,  who,  as  civil  and  military  officers, 
receive  salaries  of  from  X200  to  £10,0(X).  Besides 
the  East  India  Company,  there  are  in  their  terri- 
torial possessions  4,000  free  British  merchants; 
from  salaries,  and  from  the  profits  of  the  free  trade, 
large  sums  are  accumulated  by  individuals,  which 


thriig'Hthe  quantity  of  tfie  produce  of  other's  la-    find  their  way  to  the  mother  country.     It  is  true, 
bor  which  it  will  command  ;  and  now  twenty  cents    that  almost  all  the  gross  revenue  is  expended  in 
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the  company's  possessions;  but  I  refer  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  history  of  that  suffering  country,  to 
conjecture  of  how  much  they  have  been  plundered 
by  the  natives  of  England,  who  return  to  tlieir  na- 
tive land  to  riot  upon  the  spoils  which  their  rapine 
has  produced.  I  speak  upon  the  authority  of  Col- 
quhoun, when  I  say  that  England  has  been  much 
enriched  from  that  source.  But,  after  all.  what  is 
this  boasted  wealth  of  England  ?  Is  it  distributed 
amongst  the  people  at  larjre,  so  as  ''to  scatter 
plenty  over  a  smiling  land  ?"  Xo,  sir,  it  is  collect- 
ed into  the  hands  of  comparatively  a  few ;  in  the 
language  of  another,  "it  sprouts  into  wens  and  tu- 
mors, and  collects  in  aneurisms  which  starve  and 
palsy  the  extremities."' 

Sir,  the  emblem  of  England  is  a  painted  sepul- 
chre— fair  without,  but  carious  within.  View  that 
country  at  a  distance,  and  you  see  a  powerful  navy, 
an  extensive  commerce,  and  a  great  system  of 
manufactures,  promising  almost  boundless  wealth ; 
but  lift  the  curtain — take  a  nearer  view — and  you 
behold  much  more  to  regret  than  to  admire.  Such 
a  view  will  present  to  you  the  following  picture:  the 
country  mortgaged  as  it  were  by  a  debt,  the  mere 
interest  of  which  is  greatly  more  than  the  principal 
of  our  national  debt;  this  interest  paid  to  the  public 
creditors,  who  are  less  than  one  million  in  number, 
whilst  the  whole  population  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  is  between  sixteen  and  seventeen  millions. 
To  pay  this  interest  and  the  current  expenses  of 
Government  a  revenue  was  raised  for  the  year  1819, 
(which  for  that  single  year  was  £54,000,000  ster- 
ling,) equal  in  our  currency  to  considerably  more 
than  double  the  whole  capital  of  our  national  debt, 
and  then  leaving  a  deficiency  of  £14,000,000.  The 
taxes  to  meet  this  enormous  expenditure,  supposed 
to  be  at  least  four  pounds  sterling  to  every  man, 
woman,  and  child  ;  the  poor  rates  for  1815,  esti- 
mated at  £7,800,0<X\  equal  to  $34,632,000— a  sura 
considerably  larger  than  the  whole  annual  expen- 
diture of  the  United  States'  Government,  includ- 
ing the  Sinking  Fund  of  §10,000,000 — the  paupers 
estimated  as  being  between  a  fifth  and  a  sixth  part 
of  the  whole  population  of  England.  Such  are  some 
of  the  outlines  of  the  picture  which  England  pre- 
sents. There  is  indeed  much  wealth  in  the  country, 
but  so  distributed  as  to  make  extreme  riches  and  ex- 
treme poverty — a  state  of  things  which  I  ardently 
hope  never  to  see  existing  in  the  land  which  gave 
me  birth. 

Before  I  quit  this  part  of  the  subject,  I  cannot 
forbear  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to 
an  estimate  made  of  the  immense  productiveness 
of  manufactures,  in  the  Address  of  the  Philadelphia 
Society,  first  number  of  the  new  series.  It  is  there 
stated,  and  attempted  to  be  shown  by  calculation, 
that  the  cotton  manufacturersof  Manchester,  with 
a  bale  and  a  half  of  cotton,  costing  only  seventy- 
five  dollars,  by  working  it  up  into  cotton  cloths, 
investing  the  proceeds  in  cotton,  manufacturing 
this  cotton  in  the  same  manner,  and  thus  carrying 
on  the  business  in  successive  operations,  can  in 
20  months  create  a  product  equal  to  §62,429,000. 
Astonishing,  indeed  !  If  this  calculation  be  cor- 
rect, what  pursuit  in  the  United  States  can  be  so 
profitable  as  manufactures  ?    None  can  approach 
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it ;  and  therefore,  in  this  view,  the  aid  of  Govern- 
ment would  not  only  not  be  necessary,  but  the 
extreme  of  injustice. 

But,  say  gentlemen,  it  is  necessary  to  adopt  this 
I  icy,  with  a  view  to  render  us  independent  of 
oreign  nations.  Sir,  if  by  this  he  meant  that  we 
ought  to  have  within  ourselves  the  means  of  fur- 
nishing the  necessary  ships,  munitions  of  war,  &c., 
then  we  are  independent.  But,  if  gentlemen  mean 
to  say  that  we  ought  to  be  independent  of  all  other 
nations  in  all  those  various  articles  which  minis- 
ter to  our  convenience  or  luxury,  then  it  is  equiv- 
alent to  a  declaration  that  we  ought  to  have  no 
commerce.  For,  what  is  commerce  but  an  ex- 
change of  equivalents — an  exchange  of  those  things 
between  nations  of  which  they  are  mutually  and 
reciprocally  in  need ;  and  as  to  which,  therefore, 
there  is  a  mutual  and  reciprocal  dependence  ?  The 
true  principle  of  political  economy  is  this:  make 
yourselves  entirely  independent  of  the  world,  as  it 
respects  what  is  indispensable  to  your  safety  and 
defence.  As  to  every  thing  else,  the  single  inquiry 
should  be,  of  whom  can  it  be  purchased,  so  as  that, 
with  the  same  sum,  the  greatest  quantity  of  equal 
quality  can  be  gotten  ;  that  is,  in  other  words,  where 
can  it  be  got  cheapest  ?  For,  if  we  pay  more  where 
we  could  get  it  for  less,  one  part  of  this  dilemma 
is  inevitable — either  the  purchaser  is  injured  to  the 
amount  of  the  difference  which  the  manufacturer 
receives  as  a  profit,  or  if  that  be  necessary  to  sus- 
tain the  manufacturer,  then  the  community  is 
injured,  by  this  forced  and  unprofitable  appropria- 
tion of  the  capital  of  the  country. 

We  have  been  told,  however,  that  all  the  Gov- 
ernments in  Europe  which  have  not  encouraged 
manufactures  have  fallen  into  a  state  of  poverty; 
and  we  have  had  the  examples  of  Spain  and 
Poland  presented  to  us  as  completely  illustrative 
of  the  proposition.  Gentlemen  might  have  found 
a  much  stronger  reason  for  the  poverty  of  these 
countries,  in  tlieir  history  and  political  institutions. 
Poland  is  now  blotted  from  the  map  of  Europe; 
but  even  during  its  existence  as  a  State,  we  know 
that  the  feudal  system  was  in  full  operation  ;  that 
there  was  on  the  part  of  the  nobles,  the  most  aris- 
tocratic oppression  and  tyranny,  and,  on  the  part 
of  the  great  mass  of  the  j)eople,  the  most  abject 
dependence  and  slavery.  The  peasantry  of  the 
country  labored  not  for  themselves,  but  for  others; 
they  labored,  therefore,  without  the  only  great 
stimulus  to  exertion  ;  and,  consequently,  there  was 
neither  the  industry  nor  skill  which  we  find  in  a 
country  where  the  people  are  free,  and  where  they 
are  protected  in  their  rights  of  person  and  prop- 
erty. The  feudal  system  once  prevailed  m  Spain 
also  ;  but  even  since  its  abolition,  the  Government 
of  that  country  has  been  of  the  most  wretohed 
kind  ;  their  tax  upon  the  exportation  of  specie 
made  it  less  valuable  than  in  the  other  countries  of 
Europe,  except  Portugal;  they  greatly  impeded 
the  intercourse  among  the  different  parts  of  the 
Empire  by  a  tax  upon  transportation  ;  but,  above 
all,  the  administration  of  justice  was  so  imperfect 
as  to  protect  the  debtor  against  the  demands  of  the 
creditor,  and  thus  "  make  the  industrious  part  of 
'  the  nation  afraid  to  prepare  goods  for  those 
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'  haughty  and  great  men  to  whom  they  dare  not 
'  refuse  to  sell  on  credit,  and  from  whom  they  are 
'  altogether  uncertain  of  payment."' 

These  are  the  reasons  why  these  countries  are 
poor,  and  why  no  kind  of  pursuit,  and  particularly 
that  of  manufactures,  is  carried  on  there  with  the 
same  industry  and  perseverance  as  elsewhere,  j 
Look  at  the  history  of  England  herself,  while  the  ' 
feudal  system  ualUd  that  j)eople  with  all  its  fet- 
ters, and  you  find  that  manufactures,  as  well  as 
every  other  pursuit,  made  but  slow  progress  in 
that  country  also.  What  villein  will  labor  like  a 
freeman  7  None;  until  human  nature  is  so  formed 
as  that  we  will  labor  with  as  much  ardor  for  the 
benefit  of  others  as  we  do  when  we  ourselves  are 
to  reap  its  fruits.  But  when  England  had  eman- 
cipated herself  from  feudal  thraldom ;  when,  by 
means  of  commerce,  and  otherwise,  she  had  accu- 
mulated an  immense  capital ;  when,  above  all,  she 
had,  by  her  ingenuity  and  capital,  first  invented, 
and  then  put  into  active  operation,  the  finest  ma- 
chinery in  the  world  ;  then  she  took  the  lead  of 
the  rest  of  the  world  in  manufactures.  Have  you 
any  doubt  as  to  the  extent  of  the  influence  of  her 
capital  and  machinery  ?  As  late  as  1782,  the  cot- 
ton manufacture  was  among  the  humblest  of  the 
domestic  arts,  and  did  not  exceed  £2,000,000  ster- 
ling. We  learn  from  Colquhoun  that,  in  1812, 
the  product,  includmg  the  material,  was  £29,- 
000,000. 

Gentlemen  have  conceded,  that  the  proposed 
system  would  be  improper,  if  it  was  not  that  the 
nations  of  Europe,  and  especially  England,  have 
pursued  the  plan  of  positive  prohibition,  or  high 
duties  almost  amounting  to  prohibition,  towards 
us,  and  they  call  upon  us  to  imitate  their  example. 
The  first  answer  to  thi>  is,  what,  1  believe,  has 
been  already  urged,  that  it  would  be  strange  con- 
duct, because  foreign  nations  have  injured  us  by 
prohibition  or  high  duties,  we  >hould,  therefore, 
mjure  ourselves  still  more  by  creating  a  monopoly 
in  favor  of  a  part  of  our  own  citizens,  at  the  ex 
pense  of  the  rest.  But  let  us  now  trace  the  course 
of  the  English  policy,  and  the  reasons  which  led 
to  it,  together  with  the  point  at  which  it  has  now 
arrived,  and  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  show  that  it 
ought  to  be  avoided,  not  pursued.  Governments 
as  well  as  individuals  seem,  at  times,  to  have  their 
hobbies  ;  perhaps  there  are  few  subjects  in  rela- 
tion to  which  the  hobby  has  been  oftener  changed 
than  that  of  political  economy,  or  the  art  of  mak- 
ing a  nation  rich ;  at  one  time,  the  commercial  or 
mercantile  system  is  the  fashion  of  the  day ;  at 
another  time,  the  doctrine  of  the  French  econo- 
mists prevails,  that  agriculture  is  the  only  source 
of  wealth  ;  now  it  seems  that  manufactures  alone 
can  save  us  from  ruin  and  bankruptcy.  But  I  re- 
turn to  the  English  policy,  and  the  reasons  which 
led  to  it.  During  the  prevalence  of  the  mercan- 
tile system,  the  general  idea  was,  that  wealth  con- 
sisted in  gold  and  silver,  and  that  a  nation  having 
no  mines  could  only  get  them  by  exporting  more 
than  it  imported.  By  the  use  of  this  kind  of  rea- 
soning, persons  interested  in  the  monopoly  of  the 
home  market  induced  the  Parliament  either  to  pro- 
hibit or   lay  heavy  duties  on   importation  ;  and 


those  concerned  in  the  foreign  market  also  pre- 
vailed, so  as.  in  some  instances,  to  get  bounties 
upon  exportation.  For  some  time  this  was  sub- 
mitted to,  but,  at  last,  the  country  gentlemen  began 
to  perceive  these  operations,  wnile  they  benefited 
certain  classes,  were  directly  at  their  expense. 
With  a  view,  then,  to  counteract  their  effects,  they 
have,  after  struggling  at  different  times,  procured, 
as  offsets,  the  following  provisions:  the  total  pro- 
hibition, except  from  Ireland,  of  cattle  and  salted 
provision,  an  exclusion  of  all  foreign  corn,  unless 
when  the  .scarcity  is  such  as  tc  raise  the  price  to 
eighty  >hillings  per  quarter,  a  monopoly  price,  and 
a  bounty  upon  the  exportation  of  their  own  corn. 
Now.  sir,  1  ask  the  Committee  whether  a  system 
of  policy  can  be  worthy  of  our  imitation,  which, 
setting  out  upon  entirely  false  principles,  creates  a. 
monopoly  in  favor  of  one  j^art  of  the  community 
at  the  expense  of  the  other,  and  then  seeks  to  re- 
store the  equality  by  a  set  of  countervailing  pro- 
visions in  favor  of  the  injured  party?  Equality 
is  the  desideratum ;  you  may,  after  having  made 
one  scale  much  heavier,  restore  the  equilibrium  by 
putting  an  equal  weight  in  the  other;  but,  if  you 
nut  a  weight  into  neither  scale,  the  equilibrium 
has  never  been  destroyed.  Thus  it  appears  that 
all  which  can  be  hoped  for,  after  piles  of  regula- 
tions as  high  as  Atlas,  would  be,  by  legislation  to 
restore  an  equality,  which,  by  legislation,  we  had 
destroyed.  My  course,  therefore,  is,  to  remain 
where  we  are,  and  not  disturb  the  balance  because 
we  may  afterwards  restore  it ;  if,  however,  we 
must  imitate  the  English  system  in  part,  I  hope 
gentlemen  will  give  it  all ;  a  part  of  which  is  a 
bounty  upon  the  exportation  of  their  corn.  If  gen- 
tlemen will  give  us  a  sufficient  bounty  on  the  ex- 
portation of  our  breadstuff,  that  would  restore  us 
to  our  original  equality.  But,  it  is  said  that  Eng- 
land imposes  a  duty  upon  our  wool.  Do  not  gen- 
tlemen see  that,  unless  that  duty  is  drawn  back, 
upon  exportation,  to  the  United  States,  it  operates 
to  the  advantage  of  the  domestic  manufacturer, 
by  increasing  the  cost  of  the  British  article?  And, 
it  it  be  drawn  back,  then  it  is  entirely  neutralized. 
England,  also,  say  gentlemen  gives  ner  manufac- 
turers a  drawback  upon  exportation  ;  and,  in  some 
instances,  a  bounty.  It  requires  only  to  define  the 
terms  drawback  and  bounty,  to  see  that  there  is 
nothing  is  this  complaint.  The  drawback  upon 
the  English  manufacture  is,  where  an  excise  duty 
is  imposed  by  the  British  Government,  which 
raises  the  nrice  at  home;  but,  as  they  cannot  regu- 
late the  foreign  market,  therefore,  upon  the  ex- 
portation, they  draw  back  this  excise,  in  order 
that  their  people  may  come  into  foreign  competi- 
tion, not  encumbered  with  this  increase  of  cost. 
The  case  of  the  bounty  is,  if  possible,  still  plainer ; 
it  is  given  only  where,  without  this  aid,  the  arti- 
cles could  not,  upon  exportation,  withstand  a  for- 
eign competition.  Any  article  thus  situated,  it  is 
obvious,  cannot  injure  the  American  manufac- 
turer; that  is,  if  the  bounty  be  not  too  large;  and, 
if  it  be,  the  British  Government  has  injured  its 
people  in  favor  of  a  particular  class,  and  then  the 
argument  is,  that  w^e  must  inflict  a  like  injury 
upon  the  American  citizen,  in  favor  of  the  same 
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class ;  an  argument,  the  weight  of  which  it  is 
submitted  to  the  Committee  to  appreciate.  i 

We  are  warned  by  gentlemen  that,  unless  we 
establish  domestic  manufactures,  to  the  exclusion 
of  foreign,  we  shall  import  more  than  we  export, 
and  thus  produce  national  bankruptcy.  That  may, 
and  actually  has,  happened  with  one  or  more  par- 
ticular countries.  Thus,  for  a  series  of  years,  from 
1805  to  1811,  the  balance  of  trade  wit^  England 
was  against  us,  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  $2b,- 
000.000  per  annum.  Whilst,  however,  this  may 
be  the  case  as  to  one  or  more  countries,  it  is 
obvious  that  it  cannot,  for  any  length  of  time,  be 
the  case  in  relation  to  the  whole  circle  of  our  com- 
merce. If  the  whole  of  our  exports  for  any  con- 
siderable time  should  fall  short  of  the  whole  of 
our  imports,  a  debt  to  the  amount  of  the  difference 
would  be  created  against  us,  which  would  injure 
us  by  affecting  the  exchange  disadvantageously  to 
us.  It  would  injure  our  credit,  too  ;  and,  finally, 
even  if  we  would  go  on,  it  must  stop,  for  want 
of  credit;  for,  as  individuals  will  not,  so  neither 
will  nations,  part  with  their  property  without  an 
equivalent.  But,  sir,  another  effectual  check  to 
this  is  in  ourselves.  Amongst  every  people,  as 
there  will  be  some  misers,  so  there  will  be  some 
prodigals,  who  will  run  into  wild  and  excessive 
expenditure ;  but  the  great  mass  of  every  com- 
munity are  governed  by  prudential  considerations, 
and  will  confine  their  expenditure  within  their  in- 
come ;  and  if,  from  any  miscalculation,  they  should 
outstep  the  proper  limits,  they  have  a  perpetual 
tendency  to  fall  again  within  them  ;  accordingly, 
sir,  you  will  find  this  hypothesis  confirmed  by  look- 
ing at  the  report  of  the  Treasury  Department ; 
from  that  you  will  find  that  the  customs  in  1815, 
amounted  to  upwards  of  5^36,000,000;  in  1816,  to 
somewhat  more  than  $27,000,000 ;  and,  in  1817, 
only  to  about  §17,000,000  and  a  half;  thus  prov- 
ing, incontestably,  from  official  documents,  that 
our  imports  were  diminished  more  than  one-half 
between  the  years  1815  and  1817.  Let  not  gen- 
tlemen, then,  alarm  themselves  with  the  illusory 
apprehension  that,  without  this  system,  we  shall 
bring  on  national  ruin  by  excessive  importation  ; 
the  corrective  to  that  evil  may  be  safely  trusted  to 
the  people. 

The  advocatesof  this  bill,  after  having  exhausted 
all  their  stores  of  argument  in  its  favor,  as  apply- 
ing to  the  general  principles  upon  which  they  at- 
tempt to  support  it,  have  addressed  themselves  di- 
rectly to  the  agricultural  interest,  and  endeavored 
to  show  that  the  encouragement  of  manufactures, 
by  legislative  aid,  is  indispensable  to  the  prosperity 
of  agriculture.  Whilst  I  feel  obliged  to  them  for 
the  kind  dispositions  they  have  manifested  towards 
that  interest,  I  must  beg  leave,  for  myself  and  for 
my  constituents,  to  say,  that  we  choose  to  judge 
for  ourselves  as  to  the  means  of  promoting  our 
individual  prosperity ;  and  that,  as  we  think  they 
would,  in  this  instance,  (no  matter  how  good  the 
intention)  do  us  an  injury,  instead  of  a  benefit,  we 
must  be  excused  for  declining  their  proffered  kind- 
ness. But  permit  me  to  examine  their  arguments 
upon  this  point.  They  remind  us  of  the  present 
very  low  price  of  agricultural  produce,  and  then 
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tell  us  that  the  effect  of  the  encouragement  of  do- 
mestic manufactures  will  be,  to  give  us  a  sure, 
steady,  and  better  market.  In  the  first  place,  I 
would  remark,  that,  if  upon  this  point  we  are  con- 
tent, I  do  not  see  why  gentlemen  should  feel  so 
much  uneasiness  in  relation  to  our  interest;  even 
more  than  we  should  feel  ourselves.  It  at  least  does, 
not  belong  to  them  to  complain  of  the  low  price 
of  agricultural  produce,  which  I  have  already  had 
occasion,  in  the  progress  of  this  argument,  to  show, 
operates  directly  as  a  bounty  on  manufactures.  But, 
sir,  the  promise  of  a  better  market  at  home  than 
abroad,  is  perfectly  delusive,  as  I  will  now  attempt 
to  prove.  It  is  agreed  on  all  hands  that,  if  this  bill 
pass,  we  shall  pay  a  higher  price  for  manufactured 
articles.  Now,  sir,  let  me  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  relative  price  of  wheat  and  do- 
mestic cloth,  (which  1  some  time  since  noticed  for 
a  different  purpose,)  in  order  to  illustrate  my  pre- 
sent view.  Suppose  that  I  should  even  receive 
one  dollar  twenty-five  cents  for  the  bushel  of  wheat, 
for  which  I  now  get  only  a  dollar ;  if,  in  conse- 
quence of  this  bill,  the  cloth,  which  I  formerly  got 
for  twenty  cents  per  yard,  be  raised  to  thirty,  the 
effect  will  be,  that,  whilst  the  nominal  price  of  my 
wheat  will  be  raised,  its  actual  value  will  be  di- 
minished ;  that  is  to  say,  the  same  quantity  will 
command  less  of  the  produce  of  others'  labor, 
which  is  the  true  test  of  value. 

The  Speaker  has  holden  out  to  us  a  discourag- 
ing prospect  indeed,  in  relation  to  our  market  for 
agricultural  produce.  He  has  told  us  that,  as  we 
now  scarcely  have  any  market  abroad,  our  situa- 
tion, in  this  respect,  will  be  continually  becoming 
worse ;  that  our  surplus  will  increase  in  the  ratio 
with  our  increasing  population,  so  as  that  it  will 
be  impossible  for  us  to  command  a  foreign  market 
for  it.  Sir,  the  very  foundation  of  the  Speaker's 
argument  fails  in  this,  that  our  surplus  produce 
will  no!  increase  in  proportion  to  our  increasing 
population.  The  principles  of  Malthus  upon  this 
subject,  I  hold  to  be  undeniably  true,  that  popula- 
tion has  a  perpetual  tendency  to  increase  beyond 
the  means  of  subsistence ;  and  that,  whilst  food 
increases  arithmetically,  it  is  of  the  nature  of  pop- 
ulation to  increase  geometrically  ;  that  is,  within 
given  periods,  to  double  whatever  was  the  capital 
stock  at  the  last  preceding  period.  It  makes  no 
difference  that,  in  this  country,  our  population  is 
sparse,  and  our  territory  immense.  These  circum- 
stances only  prove,  that  the  time  will  be  more  dis- 
tant when  population  will  reach  the  limits  of 
food,  and  thereby  be  impeded  ;  but  they  do  not  at 
all  affect  the  truth  of  the  general  principles;  and, 
in  our  legislation  upon  this  great  question,  this  or 
the  next  year  should  not  constitute  our  horizon, 
but  we  should  look  along  the  line  of  time,  and 
legislate  for  futurity. 

Let  us,  then,  bring  these  principles  to  a  practical 
test,  by  applying  them  to  the  United  States.  It 
has  been  computed,  upon  the  best  statistical  data 
that  we  have,  that  our  population  is  duplicated  in 
every  period  of  twenty-three  years  and  a  fraction 
of  a  year.  Supposing,  then,  the  capital  in  the 
present  year,  1820,  to  be  ten  millions,  the  next  pe- 
riod of  twenty-three  years  would  give  us  twenty 
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millions,  and  the  next,  that  is,  in  the  year  1866, 
would  give  us  forty  millions.  Now,  it  is  palpable 
that  our  subsistence  will  not  increase  in  the  same 
proportion.  1  speak  not  now  of  the  rich  lands  of 
the  West,  whose  productive  powers  are  such  that, 
as  far  as  they  extend,  they  would  tend  considera- 
bly to  supply  the  deficiency  of  the  old  States.  Let 
it  be  remembered  that  the  attachment  which  we 
feel  to  the  uatale  solum  is  so  strong,  that  but  few  of 
us  emigrate  to  the  wilderness  who  have  a  tolerable 
.prospect  of  support  in  our  native  place.  Under 
the  influence  of  this  principle,  I  think  it  would  be 
a  large  calculation  to  suppose  that  one  per  cent. 
'  of  our  population  emigrate  annually  ;  which,  sup- 
posing the  capital  to  be  ten  millions,  would  be  one 
hundred  thousand.  The  remaining  nine  millions 
nine  hundred  thousand,  then,  would  remain  upon 
the  soil  which  they  formerly  occupied  ;  and  we 
know  by  experience  that,  without  great  industry 
and  application,  and  without  a  meliorating  system 
of  husbandry,  the  soil  not  only  does  not  improve 
so  as  to  double  its  productive  powers  in  about  twen- 
ty-three years,  but  that  it  does  not  improve  at  all ; 
nay,  that  it  will  be  in  a  continual  state  of  deterior- 
ation ;  the  direct  consequence  of  which  i«;,  that 
ibire  will  be  a  continually  increasing  necessity  for 
m&re  labor  to  raise  the  same  quantity  of  agricultu- 
re produce ;  and  if,  even  with  the  best  system  of 
husbandry,  the  produce  of  the  soil  could  be  dou- 
bled once  or  twice,  no  one  will  say  that  it  could 
go  on  increasing  indefinitely,  like  the  population 
to  be  fed  from  it,  in  a  geometrical  progression. 
This,  which  is  thus  far  hypothetical  reasoning, 
may  be  shown  to  be  a  fact  in  the  history'  of  our 
country,  by  reference  to  the  Statistical  Annals  of 
Dr.  Seybert.  From  them  it  will  appear  that  the 
maximum  quantity  of  flour  ever  exported  from  the 
United  States,  was  in  the  year  1817,  being  one 
million  four  hundred  and  seventy-nine  thousand 
one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  terrels  ;  \hat,  as 
early  as  1803,  there  were  exported  one  million 
three  hundred  and  eleven  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty  three  barrels,  having  inceased  in  fourteen 
years  only  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  thousand 
three  hundred  and  forty-five ;  whereas,  to  have 
kept  way  with  the  supposed  increase  of  population, 
it  should  have  been  the  result  of  a  diversion  of  the 
labor  of  the  country  to  some  other  employment, 
then  I  answer,  that  supposition  equally  well  suits 
the  purposes  of  my  argument ;  for  it  proves  that 
the  people  of  the  country  know  their  own  interest 
sufficiently  well,  without  governmental  interfe- 
rence, to  change  the  employment  of  their  labor 
and  capital  whenever  their  interest  requires  it. 
Let  it  be  left  with  them,  and  the  moment  which  is 
proper  for  the  change  will  be  indicated  by  their 
mterest.  As  lons^s  agriculture  aflbrds  them  the 
same,  or  nearly  the  same,  profit  as  other  appropri- 
ations of  capital  and  labor  do,  they  will  pursue  it ; 
whenever  it  begins  to  fail  to  do  this,  at  that  pre- 
cise point  of  time,  without  the  Government  keep- 
ing watch  and  ward,  it  will  flow  over  into  some 
other  channel.  Look  at  the  clear  proof  that  the 
people  know  how  to  change,  and  that  they  will 
change,  the  application  of  their  capital  and  labor, 
in  the  Treasury  report  of  the  exports  of  1819.    It 


I  appears  from  that,  that  in  1819  we  exported  only 
7D(),t)60  barrels  of  flour ;  whereas,  as  1  have  just 
said,  but  two  years  sooner,  to  wit  in  1817,  we  ex- 
I  ported  1,479,198   barrels.     The  Committee   may 
!  rest  assured  that  the  capital  and  labor  of  the  coun- 
I  try  were  not  idle,  but  were  employed  in  some  other 
I  way.     And,  indeed,  sir,  if  gentlemen  could  even 
imagine  a  state  of  things  in  which  we  could  not 
find  a  market  abroad  for  one  barrel,  we  could  yet, 
I  even  in  a  mere  change  of  taste,  find  an  obvious 
!  resource.     From  the  same  Treasury  report  it  ap- 
j  pears   that  there  were  imported  into  the  United 
!  States,  in  the  vear  1818,  0,052,453  gallons  of  for- 
I  eign  spirits.     VV'e  should  only  have,  in  the  last  re- 
sort, to  convert  our  grain  into  spirit,  and  thus  we 
'  should  at  once  dispose  of  nearly  four-fifths  of  all 
the  wheat,  the  flour  from  which  was  exported  last 
year.     And  whenever  the  time  arrives  that  we 
have  no  foreign  market,  or  from  other  causes,  it 
shall  become  our  interest  to  do  so,  I  tell  gentlemen 
we  shall  neither  need  the  advice  nor  the  coercion 
of  Government  to  induce  us  to  do  it. 

It  has  been  said,  however,  and  insisted  on,  with 
much  earnestness,  that  agriculture  has  been  aided 
by  Government,  and  that  the  very  bill  now  under 
discussion  guards  it  by  protecting  duties.  We 
are,  therefore,  called  upon,  in  the  name  of  justice, 
to  afford  a  reciprocal  protection  to  manufactures. 
One  single  fact,  and  the  consequences  palpably 
deduciblc  from  it,  furnish  a  conclusive  answer  to 
this  argument ;  it  is  this,  that  our  agricultural  |Mro- 
ducts,  particularly  the  three  great  staples  of  the 
country,  cotton,  flour,  and  tobacco,  successfully 
sustain  the  competition  in  foreign  markets.  Now 
the  only  benefit  which  they  could,  by  possibility, 
derive  irom  protecting  dutie>,  would  be  in  the 
home  market;  but  to  say  that  articles  which,  when 
exported,  and  when,  therefore,  they  can  derive  no 
aid  from  this  Government,  can  maintain  them- 
selves in  foreign  markets  against  the  competition 
of  like  foreign  articles,  require  that  aid,  in  order  to 
maintain  themselves  against  the  same  articles, 
coming  into  competition  with  them  in  the  home 
market,  is,  to  advance  a  proposition  in  such  pal- 
pable hostility  with  every  principle  of  political 
economy,  that  it  needs  but  be  stated  in  order  to  be 
refuted.  It  cannot  be  necessary  to  undertake,  by 
serious  argument,  to  prove  that,  if  either  the  price 
at  which  we  can  afford  to  sell,  or  the  quality,  give 
us  the  preference  abroad,  that  preference  cannot 
be  lost  at  home,  when,  in  addition  to  these  advan- 
tages, we  have  the  farther  advantage  of  being  ex- 
empt from  the  cost  of  exportation,  and  the  foreign 
articles  are  encumbered  with  the  disadvantage  of 
being  subject  to  the  cost  of  importation. 

Sir,  I  will  not  trouble  the  Committee  longer.  I 
have  attempted  to  prove  that  the  proposed  system 
is  incompatible  witJi  sound  policy,  because  it  will 
diminish  the  wealth  of  the  nation:  that  it  is  in- 
comp)atible  with  justice,  because  it  will  promote 
the  interest  of  one  class,  at  the  expense  of  another 
class  of  the  community.  If  I  have  succeeded  in 
this,  it  follows  that  the  bill  ought  not  to  pass,  and 
such,  I  trust,  will  be  its  fate. 

Mr.  HoL,ME8,  of  Massachusetts,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows: 
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Mr.  Chairman:  To  complain  is  the  strongest 
propensity  of  the  human  mind,  and  evinces  the 
greatest  ingratitude.  We  look  at  history  and  view 
the  bright  side  only  of  the  past ;  with  confident 
hope  we  contemplate  the  future;  but  we  endure 
the  present  with  anxiety  and  regret.  This  pre- 
disposition IS  encouraged  by  others,  wiio  would 
convince  us  that  their  aid  is  necessary  to  relieve 
us  from  our  euibarrassments.  The  doctor  must 
magnify  the  danger  of  his  patient,  that  he  may 
acquire  the  reputation  and  profit  of  the  cure. 
This,  and  a  confidence  in  ourselves  to  improve 
upon  the  wisdom  or  detect  the  follies  of  others, 
have  produced  all  the  projects,  .schemes,  and  inno- 
vations, which  have  agitated,  embarrassed,  and 
distressed  the  world.  Whence  those  rank  specu- 
lations which  have  ended  in  distress  and  ruin  ? 
Whence  the  Mississippi  and  South  Sea  projects, 
Mr.  Law's  bubble,  and  the  Earl  of  Oxford's  folly, 
and  the  other  wild  and  extravagant  schemes  which 
threatened  at  once  to  inundate  Europe  and  to  in- 
volve the  people  in  one  universal  ruin  ?  From  an 
excess  of  legislation,  which  tempted  and  provoked 
the  inquietude  of  the  people.  Nine  tenths  of  the 
evils  which  have  been  inflicted  upon  mankind, 
originated  in  governing  too  much. 

Look  at  thf  people  of  the  United  Slates;  cast 
your  eye  over  ten  millions  of  freemen,  spread  over 
an  immense  territory,  passessmg  every  facility  of 
soil,  water,  and  climate.  Inquire  into  their  ne- 
cessities and  inclinations,  and  ask,  what  is  the  re- 
lief which  they  most  need  ?  and  they  will  tell  you. 
to  be  let  alone. 

Sir,  there  is  not  a  country  in  the  world  where  '■ 
the  three  great  branches  ot  industry,  agriculture,  | 
manufactures,  and  commerce,  can  engage  in  so 


equal  a  competition  as  in  the  United  States.  This 
doctrine  of  letting  the  branches  of  industry  alone, 
has,  bv  the  Speaker  and  others,  been  assailed  and 
ridiculed.  But  it  is  sound,  legitimate  doctrine. 
An  officious  intermeddling  m  the  afl'airs  of  indi- 
viduals ;  an  attempt  to  regulate  their  ordinary  em- 
ployments, or  divert  their  habitual  industry  from 
its  usual  channel,  is  equally  impolitic  and  unjust. 
Every  man  understands  his  own  interest  and  will 
pursue  it.  Regulate,  therefore,  the  different  bran- 
ches of  industry  as  little  as  possible — I  say  as  lit- 
tle as  possible,  because  I  agree  that  the  maxim, 
"let  the  people  alone,"  admits  of  the  following 
exceptions;  1st.  Aid  a  necessary  branch  of  indus- 
try in  its  infancy  according  to  your  means.  2d. 
Support  that  which  is  essential  to  national  safety. 
3d.  Countervail  foreign  restrictions  where  you  can 
do  it  with  a  prospect  of  success.  4lh.  Impose  bur- 
dens for  the  support  of  Government.  The  three 
first  are  discretionary;  the  last  is  indisj)ensable. 

But  as  the  Legislature  of  a  nation  cannot  create 
wealth,  and  as  every  aid  to  one  branch  equally 
subducts  from  the  others,  it  becomes  us  to  inquire 
into  the  relative  conditions  of  the  different  employ- 
ments in  the  United  States,  and  see  what  are  the 
necessities  of  our  manufactories,  and  what  relief 
we  can  afford  to  bestow. 

The  pretensions  of  this  class  of  people  is  urged 
in  the  most  piteous  strains.     To  read  their  peti- 
tions and  hear  the  arguments  of  their  advocates, 
16th  CoN.  1st  Sess.— 66 


we  should  presume  that  manufactures  had  been 
excluded  from  all  favor,  and  cast  off  as  an  illegiti- 
mate.  AVhile  you  are  fostering  commerce  and 
agriculture,  say  gentlemen,  the  poor  depressed 
manufacturer  is  lift  to  take  care  of  himself  Is 
commerce,  then,  so  very  flourishing?  is  agiicui- 
ture  the  favorite  child  ?  No,  sir.  Agriculture  gets 
no  favors  here.  You  have  your  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  your  Committee  of  Manufactures, 
who  ably  and  indefatigably  .support  those  respect- 
ive interests.  But  where  is  your  committee  of 
agriculture  ?  Merchants  and  manufacturers  were 
never  over-modest  in  complaining  or  asking  for 
favors,  nor  very  delicate  in  urging  their  meritori- 
ous services  upon  the  consideration  of  Govern- 
ment. But  the  farmers,  scattered  and  separated 
from  each  other,  doomed  to  a  life  of  constant  la- 
bor, have  no  time  to  complain.  Nor  are  they  re- 
membered here,  except  whtn  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  seeks  the  avenue  that  leads  to 
their  pockets,  and  seizes  upon  the  products  of  their 
industry,  to  pacify  the  importunities  of  manufac- 
turers. 

i      Sir.  the  manufacturers  of  the  United  States  are 
{  more  favored  and  better  protected   than  those  of 
I  any  other  country.     This  will  be  deemed  a  bold 
!  assertion.     But  1  invite  gentlemen  to  examine  for 
!  themselves.     Let  them  look  at  the  British  protect- 
.  ing  duties,  and  deduct  from  these  encouragements 
I  the  poor  rates,  the  excise,  and  other  burdens,  the 
British  manufacturer  has  to  endure,  and  then  an- 
swer the  question,  has  not  the  American  manu- 
I  facturer,  on  the  whole,  the  advantage  ? 
j      The  Speaker  has  given  us  a  melancholy  Jescrip- 
j  tion  of  a  cotton  factory  which  he  saw  unoccupied 
and  with  the  windows  broken  out.   Indeed !    And 
j  I,  too,  have  passed  by  several  dwelling-houses  of 
i  very  industrious  farmers  that  never  had  an»y  win- 
I  dovvs  in  them ;  afnd  the  reason  was,  that  the  Bos- 
ton and  Pittsburg  factories  had  been  so  well  pro- 
tected that  these  farmers  could  not  afford  to  pvur- 
chase  the  glass. 

The  truth  is,  the  whole  country  is  distressed. 
The  manufacturers,  from  the  encouragement  given 
by  the  war,  and  your  protection  had  been  extrav- 
agant and  prodigal.     Rash,  unskilful,  and  impru- 
dent men,  with  nominal  capital,  had  commenced 
on  a  large  scale,  and  had  failed,  as  a  matter  of 
course.     Many  such  instances  can,  no  doubt,  be 
cited;  and  these  are  the  cases  of  distress  which 
have  been  so  feelingly  described.     But  when  were 
the  facilities   to   manufacturers  greater   than  at 
present  ?     One  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Stohrs)  has  told  you  that  your  produce  is  rotting 
on  your  hands  that  your  commerce  is  at  an  end, 
and  you  can  sell  nothing  abroad.     Another  gen- 
tleman from  the  .«ame   Slate  (Mr.  Gross)  has 
given  you  to  understand  that  manufactures  will 
flourish  when  you  cannot  sell  your  surplus  pro- 
duce to  advantage  abroad.     If  these  premises  are 
true,  the  conclusion  seems  to  be  irresistible,  that 
the  present  is  a  most  favorable  time  for  your  man- 
ufactures. 

In  perfect  accordance  with  these  sentiments,  the 
Speaker  has  contended,  that  want  of  capital  was 
the  root  of  the  evil,  and  has  given  us  an  instance 
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where  great  capitalists  can  succeed  now  with  pro- 
fit and  advantage.     In  the  course  of  his  observa- 
tions he  admitted  that  there  was  a  redundancy  of 
capital  in  the  United  States,  inactive  and  lifeless  ; 
and  that  the  capitalists  of  Philadelphia  liad  oflered  | 
the  Government  a  loan  of  twenty  millions  at  fave 
per  cent ;  and  yet  the  manufacturers  cannot  suc- 
ceed for  want  of  capital !     Sir,  I  don't  know  how 
these  contradictions  are  to  be  reconciled.     Ade- 
quate capital  and  a  prudent  management  will,  no 
doubt,  insure  success.     Money  can  be  had  on  most 
favorable  terms,  and  to  any  amount.     It  is,  more- 
over, a  fact,  that  the  manufacturers   have  now 
protections  and  facilities  that  are  not  realized  in 
any  other  country:  yet  they  are  not  satisfied.  The 
merchant  whose  ships  are  rotting  at  his  wharves, 
and  the  farmer  whose  produce  is  perishing  for 
want  of  a  market,  must  incur  new  burdens  to  sat- 
isfy the  cupidity  of  these  manufacturers.     And,  as 
though  nothing  had  been  done,  they  ask  for  a  lit- 
tle relief.    A  Tittle  relief!     Then  you  have  done 
nothing  yet.     Is  your  last  tariff  nothing  ?     Is  the 
modification  made  two  years  ago,  to  their  full  sat- 
isfaction, nothing?     Pass  this,  and  in  two  years 
more  this  will  be  nolhina:. 

The  object  of  a  protecting  duty  is  to  exclude 
foreign  fabrics,  and  to  give  a  monopoly  to  your 
own  manufacturers,  or  give  them  the  advantage 
in  the  market,  by  raising  the  price  and  diminish- 
ing the  quantity  of  the  foreign  article. 

An  entire  exclusion  is  a  tax  on  the  consumer, 
and  leaves  him  to  the  mercy  of  the  manufacturer. 
A  partial  exclusion,  or  a  rise  in  the  price,  has  the 
-  same  operation  in  a  different  degree.     It  is  idle, 
indeed,  to  pretend  that  a  competition  at  home  will 
supply  the  want  of  foreign  competition,  and  soon 
produce  a  depression  of  price.     That  can   never 
take  place  until  your  market  is  amply  supplied  by 
your  own  artistsl— an  event  not  speedily  to  be  ex- 
pected.    In  the  meantime  commerce  is  to  be  shack- 
led, and  the  farmer  to  be  subject  to  a  monopoly 
which  he  can  neither  resist  nor  counteract.     He 
has  a  surplus  for  which  there  is  no  brisk  demand. 
He  is  consequently  subjected  to  a  home  competi- 
tion, which  puts  his  own  produce  in  the  power  of 
the  manufacturer.     By  these  high  protecting  du- 
ties, therefore,  you  enable  the  manufacturer  to  buy 
and  sell  upon  his  own  terms.     To  buy,  because 
the  farmer   has  competitors ;  to  sell,  because  the 
manufacturer  has  none. 

I  am  aware  that  it  has  been  contended,  that  the 
farmer  and  planter  who  produces  the  raw  mate- 
rial, will,  by  this  protection,  find  a  better  market 
at  home ;  and  the  Speaker  has  told  us  that  this 
will  be  the  case,  particularly  in  regard  to  cotton. 
But  the  cotton  planters  will  scarcely  swallow  this 
bait.  That  the  increase  of  your  cotton  factories 
gives  an  additional  demand  for  the  raw  material 
in  the  home  market  is  readily  admitted.  But, 
what  is  to  be  the  effect  of  a  tax  on  foreign  fabrics, 
the  raw  material  of  which  you  furnish  ?  Your 
cotton  fabrics  from  abroad  come  charged  with  an 
additional  duty;  if  the  increase  of  the  price  is 
equal  to  that  of  the  duty,  it  allows  of  a  correspond- 
ing increase  of  the  home  fabric,  and  this  will  con- 
stitute a  tax,  which  will  fall  on  the  consumer. 


Should  this  be  the  case,  the  raw  cotton  will  expe- 
rience no  diminution,  but  probably  a  small  aug- 
mentation, of  price.     This,  however,  cannot  be. 
By  bringing  the  home  and  foreign  fabrics  together 
into  the  market,  the  price  will  not  be  increased 
equal  to  the  impost,  and  the  foreign  manufacturer 
will  find  his  profits  diminish  to  nearly  the  amount 
of  the  increase  of  the  impost.     He  must,  therefore, 
if  he  can,  remunerate  him.-elf  for  this  loss  by  a  de- 
pression of  the  raw  material ;  as  his  capital  and 
the  nature  of  his  fabrics  will  enable  him  to  keep 
them  for  a  good  market,  and  the  planter  will  be 
driven  to  the  necessity  of  a  speedy  sale,  a  depres- 
sion of  the  price  of  raw  cotton  will  be  experienced, 
which  the  home  demand  will  not,  for  years,  com- 
pensate.    The  result  will  probably  be,  that  the 
price  of  the  foreign  fabric  will  be  augmented,  and 
that  of  the  raw  cotton  diminished,  and  that  the 
impost  will  be  divided  between  the  cotton  planter 
and  the  American  consumer  of  the  manufactured 

cotton. 

But,  exclude  entirely  or  partially  the  foreign 
fabric,  by  excessive  duties,  and  you  inevitably  en- 
courage smuggling.     Make  your  laws  as  you  will, 
they  will  be  violated  in  proportion  to  the  tempta- 
tion.    The  severity  of  punishment  diminishes  the 
probability  of  conviction,  and  men  will  be  left  to 
calculate  between  probabilities  of  detection  and 
gain.     Although  U  would  be  paying  a  poor  com- 
pliment to  the  morality  of  the  i>e>ple  to  extend 
this  observation  to  crimes  of  a  malignant  cast,  yet, 
as  it  rejprds  evading   revenue  laws,  experience 
proves  that  the  remark   is  just.     It  is  not  from  a 
relaxation  of  morals  in  merchants  that  this  is  the 
case.     Merchants  are  like  other  men,  and  subject 
to  like  temptations.     The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania (Mr.  Baldwin)  and  the  Speaker  might 
have  disjK-nsed  with  their  sarcasms  on  this  class 
of  men.     Was  it  liberal  to  throw  the  odium  of  the 
proceedings  of  Castine,  the  Essex  Junto,  and  Hart- 
lord  Convention,  upon  the  whole  body  of  the  mer- 
chants 7     Sir,  it  is  with  mortification  that   I  am 
compelled  to  admit  some  disgraceful  transactions 
in  my  section  of  the  country ;  but  1  trust  that  such 
transactions  are  by  no  means  limited  by  geographi- 
I  cal  lines.     And  it  is  scarcely  prudent  for  members 
of  the  .same  family  to  engage  in  speaking  of  each 
other  dishonorable  truths.     It  mav  afford  amuse- 
ment to  their  neighbors,  who  would  hear  the  mu- 
tual charges  with  a  malignant  satisfaction,  but  it 
will  depreciate  the  reputation,  and  impair  the  har- 
mony of  the  family.     I  mi^ht  possibly  indulge  in 
a  few  retorts  to  put  gentlemen  on  their  guard. 
No  portion  of  the  country  is  without  its  faults. 
Even  Pennsylvania,  the  land  of  Penn,  of  Frank- 
lin, and  the  chairman  of  the  Manufacturing  Com- 
mittee.    Pennsylvania,  proverbial  for  her  simpli- 
city and  unvarnished  morality,  has  some  stains 
upon  her  mantle.     If  I  do  not  very  much  misre- 
coUect,  something  of  an  insurgent  spirit  was  once 
exhibited,  not  far  from  the  district  represented  by 
the  chairman.     Whether  whiskey,  or  the  want  of 
it,  was  the  cause,  I  don't  remember,  but  it  has 
usually  been   termed    the  Whiskey  Insurrection. 
Another  case,  much  later,  of  a  spirit  of  oppugna- 
tion,  was  witnessed  in  the  same  State.     I  don't 
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remember  the  particulars,  but  it  related  to  a  United 
States  judgment,  and  a  certain  General  Bright 
had  something  to  do  with  it.  It.  however,  was 
not  considered  as  a  very  brif/lu  affair.  And  even 
the  Speaker,  had  he  looked  at  home,  might  have 
found  instances  of  a  like  character,  without  castin*' 
a  sneer  at  the  northeast.  I  trust  he  has  not  for'- 
gotten  the  Washita  expedition,  and  the  interest 
that  certain  Kentuckians  were  suspected  to  take 
in  its  prosecution.  Our  memories  have  been  re- 
freshed on  the  subject  at  this  very  session.  I  will 
not  proceed  further.  These  are  family  faults, 
which  should  not  be  mentioned  abroadf.  They 
are  only  hinted  at  here  to  remind  gentlemen  of 
the  old  proverb— "Let  those  who  live  in  glass 
houses  take  care  how  they  cast  stones  at  their 
neighbors'  windows." 

But  I  as  little  agree  with  my  colleague  (Mr. 
Whit.ma.n)  in  his  eulogy,  as  with  the  olher  gen- 
tlemen in  their  censure  of  the  merchants.  I  was 
not  a  little  surprised  to  hear  his  ascription  of  the 
payment  of  three  or  four  hundred  millions  to  the 
merchants. 

There  is  no  principle  better  settled  or  understood 
than  that,  with  few  exceptions,  the  impost  falls  on 
the  consumer.  The  merchants  pay  it  sometimes 
in  advance;  but,  generally,  after  collection  from 
their  customers  ;  they  have  no  more  merit  for  the 
payment  than  the  collector  who  transmits  it  to  the 
Treasury.  The  former,  like  the  latter,  becomes 
responsible  for  the  tax,  and  it  is  much  to  their 
credit  that  they  have  responded  with  ijreat  punc- 
tuality, and  that  the  Government  has  hitherto  lost 
but  forty-five  cents  in  the  hundred  dollars  by  their 
failures,  I  wish  I  could  say,  that,  alter  the  money 
reaches  the  Treasury,  it  is  converted  to  its  proper 
purposes  with  no  greaterdilapidations.  Merchants. 
as  well  as  otiiers,  will  evade  the  laws,  when 
prompted  by  strong  temptations.  Such  is  man. 
*'  Lead  us  not  into  temptation,"  is  an  invocation 
prescribed  by  one  who  well  knew  the  frailty  and 
depravity  of  the  human  heart.  It  is  even  doubtful 
whether  our  best  and  firmest  men  would  wish  a 
trial  of  their  virtue  against  some  temptations. 
There  are  assailable  points  in  every  human  fortress. 

The  depravity  and  misery  which  follow  a  habit 
of  smuggling,  are  better  perceived  than  described. 
If  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  have  no 
power,  but  by  individual  example,  to  inculcate 
virtue,  they  should  at  least  take  care  how  they  in- 
dulge in  legislation  which  shall  encourage  vice. 
Enact  laws  which  public  sentiment  shall  resist,  or 
cupidity  evade  ;  let  such  evasion  become  familiar, 
and  detection  and  punishment  rare;  let  habit 
confirm  what  interest  and  inclination  suggested, 
and  it  becomes  at  once  an  example  and  a  signal  to 
despise  all  legal  restraints,  and  hold  in  contempt 
the  authority  from  whence  they  emanated. 

But  this  is  not  all ;  smuggl'inir,  to  a  degree  af- 
fecting the  market.  destroysaH  bi-nefit  intended  for 
the  manufacturer,  and  throws  the  impost  off  the 
consumer  upon  the  merchant.  The  smufrgkr  can 
undersell  him,  and  deprive  him  of  the  power  to 
enhance  his  goods  to  the  amount  of  the  impost. 
The  foreign  goods  being  low  in  the  market,  the 
manufacturer  has  failed  of  his  object. 


When  the  protecting  duty  is  successfully  laid, 
It  falls  on  the  consumer.  It  ought,  therefore,  to  be 
made  to  bear  as  equally  as  pos.sible;  to  touch 
lightly  on  the  necessaries  of  life  ;  and  by  no  means 
to  impair  the  national  defence.  What,  then,  is  the 
character  of  your  increase  upon  coffee,  iron,  sugars 
molasses,  and  salt  ?  These,  sir,  are  become  neces-' 
saries  of  life,  and  for  the  last  year  the  revenue  from 
them  amounted  to  four  millions.  You  propose  to 
increase  them  on  sugar,  coffee,  and  sheet-iron, one- 
fifth  ;  salt,  one-fourth  ;  rolled  iron,  one-third  ;  bar 
and  bolt,  two-thirds  ;  and  molasses  and  castings, 
double.  Is  this  equal  ?  Iron  is  a  necessary  of 
life,  and  in  a  degree  a  raw  material.  A  tax  on 
this  i>  borne  by  every  farmer  in  the  Atlantic  States. 
Not  a  nail  driven  into  the  shoe  of  his  horse,  but  is 
encumbered  with  the  impost.  It  is  also  a  tax  on 
manufacturers  of  hardware  generally.  Why  is  it 
necessary  ?  The  expense  of  manufacturing  a  ton 
of  bar  iron,  including  a  fair  manufacturing  profit, 
and  excluding  the  stock  of  which  it  is  made,  is  not 
fifty  dollars.  Add  the  stock,  and  you  would  not 
bring  it  above  ninety.  Yet  these  manufacturers 
ask  a  duty  of  twenty-five,  equal  to  one-half  the 
making  and  profits,  and  to  more  than  one-fourth 
of  the  value.  When  the  tariff  was  modified,  two 
years  ago,  the  manufacturers  were  satisfied  with 
fifteen  dollars,  and  tiiey  now  ask  an  addition  of 
two-thirds  of  that.  When  will  they  be  satisfied? 
They  will  never  cease  to  ask  so  long  as  you  will 
continue  to  grant. 

Sugar  and  niola;^ses  are  manufactured  in  but 
small  quantities  in  the  United  States,  in  proportion 
to  the  consumption  ;  the  land  is  cheap,  and  the 
planters  need  not  the  existing  duties  to  insure  them 
profits,  and  even  fortunes.  The  people  of  the  East 
have  a  large  trade  with  the  West  Indies.  Our 
provi>ions  and  lumber  are  exchanged  there,  prin- 
cipally for  these  articles.  The  molasses  is  distilled 
into  rum;  and  this  business,  hitherto  carried  on  to 
considerable  extent,  can  scarcely  survive  the  ex- 
isting duty.  This  must  be  abandoned — and  you 
destroy  the  West  India  trade,  and  drive  us  rotmd 
the  Florida  Capes  and  up  the  Mississippi,  a  voyage 
equal  to  one  across  the  Atlantic,  to  purchase  these 
articles,  without  the  means  of  paying  for  them. 
And  for  what  purpose  ?  To  diminish  the  quantity 
of  spirits  distilled  from  molasses,  and  thereby  give 
a  bounty  on  the  whiskey  of  the  West. 

But  the  most  outrageous  tax  is  that  on  salt — a 
necessary  of  life,  which  the  poor  man  must  use, 
even  more  than  the  rich.  The  existing  impost  is 
forty  per  cent,  upon  the  value,  and  this  must  be 
increased  one-fifth  more. 

But  tnis  is  not  all.  Your  fisheries  are  important 
to  the  prosperity  and  safety  of  the  nation.  Why 
does  Great  Britain  give  such  an  enormous  tonnage 
bounty  on  her  fishing  vessels  ?  It  is  the  nursery 
of  her  seamen,  whence  her  navy  is  supplied.  Sucn 
has  been  theeffect  of  this  bounty  m  years  of  scarcity, 
that  it  has  cost  the  nation  one  hundred  pounds 
sterling  for  every  barrel  offish.  The  bounty  which 
you  have  given,  is  only  intended  as  a  drawback  of 
the  duty  on  salt.  It  has  not,  hitherto,  proved  an 
equivalent,  and  the  balance  is  usually  against  the 
fishermen.     This  addition  falls  upon  them  without 
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an  equivalent ;  and  this  tax  falls  almost  exclusircly 
on  the  Atlantic  States,  and  two-thirds  at  least  on 
New  England.     New   York   derives   a  revenue 
from  her  salt  works,  and  they  are  rented  upon  a 
condition  that  the  manufacturers  shall  sell  at  a 
stipulated  price.     The  West  will  never  feel  this 
tax.     The  Speaker  may  tell  me,  if  he  pleases,  of 
foreign  salt  at  Louisville.     Very  well.     Coals  also 
have  been  sent  to  Newcastle,  and  British  manu- 
factures exported  from  the  United  States  to  Eng- 
land, and  sold  at  a  profit.     But  these  are  extra- 
ordinary  cases,   and   prove   nothin^.^     I  ask  the 
Speaker,  or  any  gentleman  from  the  West,  whether 
it  is  not  a  settled  and  universal  opinion  there,  that 
ihey  shall  make  their  own  salt?     These  four  mil- 
lions, paid  upon  these  necessary  articles  of  con- 
sumption,  fall    almost   entirely   on    the   Atlantic 
States,  and  yet  they  must  be  increased.     Sir,  let 
gentlemen  smile  at  our  molasses  and  codfish,  but 
let  them  not  smile  at  our  expense.     There  is  an 
inequality  and  injustice  in  this,  that  is  intolerable. 
Molasses  doubled,  and  playing  cards  increased  one- 
sixth  only  !     Sir,  1  do  not  know  but  these  are  a 
necessary  of  life.     They  are  probably  an  articleof 
considerable  consumption  in  the  West,  for  whose 
benefit  the  tariff  seems  well  calculated.     Tax  the 
bar  iron  :  they  will  make  enough  of  their  own ;  tax 
molasses,  and,   consequently,  the   spirits  distilled 
from  it :  they  prefer  whiskey  ;  tax  the  salt,  and,  of 
course,  the  codfish:  they  prefer  catfish.     Thus,  you 
perceive,  the  gentlemen  beyond  the  mountains  are 
very  willing  to  impose  burdens,  from  which  they 
and  their  constituents  arc  wholly  exempt. 

But  this  is  defended  as  a  countervailing  system. 
What  has  hitherto  been  the  success  of  your  coercion 
on  other  nations  ?  Your  bill  regulating  the  West 
India  trade — what  has  ken  its  eft'ect  ?  I  do  not 
rejoice,  nay,  I  regret,  that  my  predictions  of  its 
success  have  all  Ix-en  verified.  I  would  not  have 
begun — but  I  would  now  go  on.  It  would  be  mor- 
tifying, indeed,  to  retract  a  sy^tt•m  of  coercion 
which,  but  two  years  since,  was  adopted  with  so 
much  deliberation  and  unanimity.  When  the 
Speaker  cites  this  case  as  an  instance  of  the  pro- 
priety of  regulations,  and  of  the  inconsistency  of 
gentlemen  who  oppose  the  tariff,  he  neither  has 
me,  nor  proves  his  case.  1  opposed  the  measure, 
and  the  hopes  of  its  advocates  nave  been  hitherto 
disappointed. 

But  what  part  of  your  tariff  is  to  operate  as  a 
countervailing  system  ?  Ten  per  cent,  on  articles 
"  imported  in  foreign  vessels  is  a  distinct  affair,  and 
has  no  connexion  with  the  principles  of  your  tariff. 
It  resembles  a  tuimagc  duty,  which  the  Speaker 
considers  so  favorable  to  commerce.  It  is  the  first 
time,  I  confess,  I  ever  heard  that  a  discriminating 
tonnage  duty  facilitated  commerce.  This  is  a  tax 
on  carrying,  which  inevitably  diminishes  the  value 
of  the  article  carried.  It  helps  the  carrier,  unless 
it  is  met  by  other  nations  with  a  similar  discrimi- 
nation ;  in  which  case,  the  carrier  loses  one  way 
•what  he  gains  the  other.  The  whole  export  and 
import  trade  is  burdened,  and  the  tax  falls  on  the 
manufacturer,  grower,  consumer,  or  merchant, 
either  or  all,  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
markets.    It  may  be  in  favor  of  the  shipping  in- 


ierest,  bat  every  facility  of  transportation  must  be 
beneficial  to  commerce,  which  consists  wholly  in 
a  system  of  exchange. 

fiut  how  is  this  to  affect  your  revenue  ?  Upon 
the  articles  of  first  necessity,  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred, there  will  probably  be  an  increase,  after 
deducting  for  the  diminution  of  the  consumption. 
This  §4,000,000  might  probably  be  increased  to 
S4,650,000.  Upon  teas,  spirits,  wines,  and  duck, 
which  produced  !i$5,000,000  last  year,  there  is  no 
material  addition.  Your  first  class,  which  you 
propose  to  raise  from  7i  to  12  J  per  cent.,  and  which 
yielded  $179,076  97,  consisting  of  jewelry  and 
other  articles  of  large  value,  in  proportion  to  their 
bulk,  will  be  easily  smuggled,  and  will  furnish  no 
addition. 

The  same  remarks  will  apply  to  your  second 
cla.ss,  including  silks  and  other  valuable  articles, 
which  you  propose  to  raise  from  15  to  20  per  cent., 
which  afforded  $2,916,828  75  ;  and  the  third  class, 
including  hardware,  which  produced  81-^16,906 
20,  and  which  you  propose  to  raie  from  20  to  25 
per  cent.     The  quantity  regularly   imported  will 
be  much  diminished  by  a  diminution  of  consump- 
tion and  illicit  importations,  and,  instead  of  a  ma- 
terial increase  of  revenue  on  these,  1  should  not  be 
disapiHjinted  if  there  should  be  a  falling  off.    Cer- 
tain specified  articles,  .^-uch  as  ale,  raisins,  and  red 
and  white  lead,  had  increased  one-third,  and  cocoa 
one-half,  and  all  of  which  last  year  yielded  S226,- 
129  77,  might  afford   you  an  incrtaM-  of  §50,000. 
The  other  specified  articles  yield  but  a  trifle,  and 
;  at  best  would  produce  a  jM'tty  sum.    Doubling  the 
duty  on  raw  cotton  will  operate,  as  was  probably 
intended,  as  a  total  prohibition,  which  diminishes 
your  revenue  §126,502  26.     The  fourth  class,  in- 
cluding woollens,  cottons,  and  lin»  n.s,  and  which 
I  you  propose  to  increase  from  25  to  33  per  cent, 
with  the  regulations  in  regard  to  the  minimurn 
price,  will  create  a  seriou.s  depression.     The  arti- 
cles included  in    this  class  yiilded  you,  the  last 
year,  §6.201,049.    The  immense  duty  on  all,  espe- 
cially the  coarse  cottons  and  linens,  by  fixing  the 
minimum  price  so  high,  will,  1  am  prt  ity  sure,  di- 
minish your  revenue  to  the  tune  of  more  than  two 
millions  annually.    Your  tariff,  then,  as  it  is,  takes 
annually   from  your  Treasury  two  millions.     A 
considerable  diminution  seems  to  be  expected  by 
the  chairman  of  the  .Manufacturing  Committee 
and  the  Speaker  ;  and  we  are  told  that  the  impost 
must  \ye  abandoned  as  a  rotten  system  !     A  system 
that  has  carried  the  nation  through  prosperity  and 
adversity,  through  peace  and  war,  and  under  which, 
for  thirty  years,  our  population  and  wealth  have 
increased  beyond  example,  must  b«'  abandoned  as 
rotten,  and  we  are  to  be  set  afioat  on  the  sea  of  ex- 
periment and  speculation. 

But, sir,  who  have  made  the  imjwst  insufficient? 
Why  does  it  fail  this  year  to  satisfy  the  public  ex- 
iffencie>  ?  Because  it  is  regulated  more  with  a 
view  to  the  protection  of  manufactures  than  to  the 
protection  of  revenue.  With  reasonable  and  effec- 
tual protection  to  manufactures,  the  revenue  would 
even  now  be  ample.  But  you  embarrass  com- 
merce, and  discourage  agriculture,  to  pacify  the 
manufacturers;  you  mutilate  and  break  down  the 
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system,  and  then  condemn  it  as  rotten.  You  tan- 
talize and  upbraid  it  for  wounds  which  you  your- 
selves have  inflicted.  You  put  the  poisonous  cup 
to  its  lips ;  you  compel  the  draught ;  its  deleterious 
influence  paralyzes  and  prostrates  its  constitution, 
and  then,  with  a  malignant  sneer,  you  detest  the 
object  for  imperfections  and  impurities  which  you 
have  communicated. 

But  upon  what  hypothesis  is  your  impost  to  de- 
preciate ?  Have  gentlemen  fallen  into  the  opin- 
ion, so  fondly  entertained,  that  Euroi)e  is  settled 
dow^n  in  jperpetual  peace  ?  And  what  is  the  foun- 
dation 01  this  opinion?  Whatever  may  be  our 
wishes,  however  strong  our  hopes,  surely  experience 
is  opposed  to  the  prospect  of  lasting  tranquillity.  If 
war  is  not  the  natural  state  of  men,  most  certainly 
it  is  the  usual  condition  of  the  nations  of  Europe. 
Look  back  upon  them  two  centuries,  and,  during 
the  whole  period  you  will  not  find  forty  years  of 
general  peace.  Their  relative  positions  and  polit- 
ical condition  are  sources  of  almost  perpetual  wars. 
The  balance  of  power,  which  they  are  always 
fighting  for  and  never  obtain,  was  never  in  greater 
jeopardy  than  at  present.  Uneasy,  restless,  fever- 
ish symptoms  are  makinjr  their  appearance.  The 
legitimates  are  trembling,  and  the  people  begin- 
ning to  think  of  their  rights.  Europe  appears  on 
the  eve  of  a  convulsion,  terrible,  I  fear,  in  its  ope- 
rations, but  happy,  I  trust,  in  its  result.  If  it  were 
our  duty  to  wish  that  the  present  condition  of 
Europe  should  be  permanent,  and  that  the  calm 
of  despotism  should  be  endured  rather  than  the 
evils  of  a  revolution,  still  we  ask,  what  is  the  pro.s- 
pect  ?  Look  at  Spain,  look  at  the  events  in 
France,  and  the  symptoms  in  Germany,  and  then 
calculate  on  probabilities.  The  scenes  we  are  to 
witnes.s,  however  distressing,  will  give  an  activity 
to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and,  like 
those  which  are  past,  increase  our  strength,  and 
improve  our  prosperity.  Those  who  calculate 
therefore  on  commerce  and  revenue  from  a  long 
and  general  peace,  are  contradicted  by  evidence 
and  experience.  Pursue,  then,  your  old  system ; 
look  at  the  future  through  the  medium  of  the  past ; 
be  guided  by  the  compass  of  experience,  and  you 
are  safe. 

But,  should  we  embark  in  this  new  speculation, 
venture  upon  this  untried  experiment,  and,  calcu- 
lating that  each  nation,  in  perfect  peace,  is  to  re- 
pose upon  its  own  resources,  adopt  this  Chinese 
policy,  what  are  to  be  your  ulterior  measures? 
Create  a  motive,  force  a  necessity,  and  sailors,  and 
merchants,  and  farmers,  must  become  manufac- 
turers, or  quit  their  country.  Pass  this  bill,  and  it 
is  the  winding-sheet  of  your  navy.     The  flag  of 

Jour  country,  the  star-spangled  banner,  which 
as  so  often  waved  in  triumph  over  your  enemies, 
and  secured  to  your  nation  such  lasting  renown, 
must  be  furled,  stowed  away  in  some  garret,  with 
worms  and  cobwebs,  and  your  glory  is  to  be  con- 
signed to  forgetfulness, 

I  ask  again,  what  are  your  ulterior  measures? 
Abandon  your  rotten  system,  and  what  is  your 
substitute?  Follow  up  your  measures,  and,  while 
providing  to  drain  the  Treasury,  give  u.s,  at  the 
same  time,  your  means  to  replenish  it. 


Will  you  tax  the  manufacturers  to  aid  manu- 
facture.s?  They  will  scarcely  thank  you  for  the 
aid.  To  take  from  a  man  as  much  as  you  bestow 
confers  on  him  no  favor.  If  the  manufacturers' 
cannot  exist  without  protection,  they  surely  can- 
not endure  a  tax  equivalent  to  the  protection  re- 
quired. But  postpone  this  tax,  say  they,  until  we 
have  commenced,  and  are  in  the  full  tide  of  suc- 
cessful experiment,  and  we  shall  then  be  able,  and 
as  soon  as  we  are  able,  we  shall  be  willing  to  re- 
quite the  favor.  Wait,  borrow  some  twenty  mil- 
lions to  replace  the  bounties  which  you  pay  to 
manufacturers  ;  do  this  in  a  time,  too,  when  they 
have  great  facilities  in  the  cheapness  of  labor,  pro- 
visions, and  stock ;  and,  when  the  price  of  these 
articles  shall  douWe,  as  they  probably  will,  what 
then  will  be  their  language  about  taxes  ?  Not  only- 
forbear  your  tax,  but  give  us  more  aid.  We  ex- 
pect that  that  which  you  have  furnished  will  be 
augmented  to  keep  pace  with  the  augmentation  in 
the  price  of  our  articles  of  consumption. 

The  result  is,  that  the  deficiency  must  be  sup- 
plied by  a  direct  tax.  It  is  inevitable.  Whoever 
votes  for  this  bill  creates  a  necessity  for  a  land 
tax.  I  solemnly  declare  that  I  never  will  agree  to 
tax  the  land  to  support  manufactures.  We  have 
heard  much  of  the  ecjuivalent  given  us  in  the 
Constitution  for  slave  representation.  Our  zealous 
advocates  of  restriction  from  the  North  insisted 
that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  expected  that 
we  were  to  be  compensated  in  direct  taxes  for 
slave  representation,  apportioned  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple. I  did  not  then  expect  the  equivalent  was 
to  come  so  soon.  For  myself,  and  the  people  I 
represent,  I  do  not  feel  much  gratitude  for  the 
favor.  No,  sir,  I  repeat  it,  so  long  as  I  have  the 
power  I  will  continue  to  protest  against  a  land  tax 
to  support  manufactures. 

But,  sir,  are  you  sure  the  forcing  system  will  not 
prove  injurious  to  the  manufacturers  themselves? 
You  attempt  too  much  ;  expectation  fails,  and  a 
reaction  is  produced.  Begin  when  they  least  need 
it,  and  withhold  your  hand  when  the  necessity 
presses,  and  the  expectations  which  you  have  raised 
will  end  in  disappointment  and  ruin. 

For  twenty  years  past  your  manufacturing  in- 
dustry has  flourished  and  improved  more  than  the 
other  branches.  I  might  again  recur  to  the  de- 
pression of  commerce  and  agriculture,  and  urge, 
in  detail,  their  wants  and  distresses;  but  the  pres- 
sure is  known  and  felt.  The  burdens  on  these  are 
already  intolerable.  Manufacturing  establishments 
are  making  a  progress  sufficiently  rapid.  Within 
twenty  years  at  least  one  hundred  manufacturing 
comreinies  have  been  incorporated  within  the  sin- 
gle State  of  Massachusetts  ;  many  of  these  with 
large  capitals ;  and  tho.se  which  have  been  man- 
aged prudently  have  succeeded.  I  hope  never  to 
witness  the  period  when  our  manufacturers  shall 
hold  the  pre-eminence.  Let  the  industry  of  the 
people  follow  its  own  channel,  and  all  will  be 
well.  To  transfer  the  people  from  one  employ- 
ment to  another  is  an  unnatural  process ;  its  suc- 
cess in  this  country  very  doubtful,  and  its  result 
will  be  unfortunate,  if  not  ruinous.  Would  you 
perpetuate  your  liberties,  then  encourage  and  in- 
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culcate  that  education  and  industry  which  will ' 
accomplish  the  object.     What  is  the  effect  of  large  | 
manufacturing  establishments  ?    Ignorance,   fac-  j 
tiou,  and  depravity.     The  Speaker  has  given  us  , 
an  account  of  the  discipline  and  education  in  a  ' 
cotton  factory  highly  interesting  and  fascinating. 
From  his  eulogy,  I  should  expect  that  he  would  j 
be  willing  to  send  a  daughter  there  for  a  polite 
education.    If  cases  contrary  to  this  do  occur,  he  . 
infers  that  it  is  an  abuse  of  the  system.     Sir,  these  j 
suggestions  are  creatures  of  a  vivid  imagination.  , 
Had  I  that  gentleman's  magic  tongue,  I  would 
give  you  a  picture  of  the  morality  of  great  manu-  j 
facturing  establishments.    ''  To  rear  the  tender  I 
thought,  to  leach  the  young  idea  how  to  s^hoot,"  • 
to  instil  into  the  minds  of  our  youth  the  princi-  ; 
pies  of  freedom  and  the  precepts  of  virtue  and  re-  ■ 
ligion,  in  a  cotton  factory,  a  furnace,  or  a  glass 
works !     In  that  religion  which  is  inculcated  by 
inspiring  terror  you  might  succeed,  for  your  pupil 
would  always  have  a  picture  of  the  infernal  re- 
gions before  him. 

This  is  to  be  the  future  policy  of  the  West — 
the  West,  which  presents  unlimited  demands  for 
agricultural  industry,  must  Be  converted  into  a 
vast  workshop  !     Immense  tracts  of  uncultivated 
land  call  for  the  labor  of  the  farmer.     Florida  is 
to  be  ours,  if  we  can  get  it ;  and  Texas,  we  are 
told,  is  ours  already.     The  last  is  described  by  the 
Speaker  as  so  delightful,  that,  in  comparison,  Mil- 
ton's description  of  Paradise  is  faint,  weak,  and 
insipid.     Yet  this  Elysium,  with  all  its  beatitude, 
must  bo  abandoned  for  manufacturing  establish- 
ments.    The  children  of  the  West,  with  bodies 
sprightly,  vigorous,  and  elegant,  and  minds  free 
and  elastic  as  the  air  they  breathe,  arc  to  be  caged 
and  cooped  up  in  a  dismal  dungeon.     Our  sons 
and  daughters,  who  are  to  become  the  fathers  and 
mothers  6f  a  free  and  sovereign  people,  are  to  be 
instructed  in  the  principles  of  liberty,  in  this  pure 
and  pt-rfect  school.     You  take  the  child,  swathe 
and  bandage  the  mind  to  direct  all  its  energies  to 
the  important  object  of  a  pin's  point  or  a  needle's 
eye;  you  bend  and  distort  the  body,  and  crush 
down  its  energies ;  you  subject  it  to  the  discipline 
and  mechanical  direction  of  a  mercenary  master  ; 
and  this  is  to  be  the  defender  of  your  country  and 
its  liberties,  and  the  parent  of  a  race  of  freemen. 
Look  at  the  manufacturing  establishments  of  Eu- 
rope ;  see  the  poor  wretches  there,  doomed  to  per- 
petual imprisonment,  inhaling  a  fcEtid  atmosphere, 
with  a  body  pale,  haggard,  and  ghastly,  contain- 
ing a  mind  equally  crippled  and  depraved.     Wit- 
ness the  distress  and  misery  which  this  system 
entails,  and  the  faction  and  treasons  it  engenders, 
and  say,  is  it  very  consistent  with  our  free  Gov- 
ernment to  copy  it  ? 

That  man  is  inclined  to  evil  as  the  sparks  are 
to  ascend,  that  his  heart  is  deceitful  above  all 
things,  and  desperately  wicked,  is  aj)parent,  with- 
out tne  authority  of  revelation.  Every  day's  ex- 
perience proves  the  melancholy  truth.  Some  fa- 
vorite passion,  some  love  of  power,  of  wealth,  of 
splendor,  of  fame,  or  some  other  love,  operate  as 
delusions,  and  act  as  syrens  to  lure  us  upon  the 
Scylla  or  Chary bd is,  while  we  are  navigating  the 


dangerous  channel  of  human  life.  Shall  we  direct 
the  people  into  the  paths  of  vice?  Let  man  be  poor, 
ignorant,  and  enslaved,  he  has  yet  one  consolation 
while  he  is  innocent.  Let  the  storms  of  adversity 
assail  him,  to  an  approving  conscience  he  can  re- 
tire, as  a  shield  from  the  storm,  and  a  covert  from 
the  tempest.  An  awful  responsibility,  therefore, 
re«ts  upon  a  Legislature  which  directs  a  nation's 
industry  to  those  pursuits  which  lead  to  vice. 

Sir,  follow  nature,  and  your  way  is  clear.    But 
the  design  of  the  Creator  seems  to  be  strangely 
perverted.     When  he  was  proceeding  in  his  work, 
and  had  pronounced  it  very  good,  he  seemed  to 
regret  that  something  was  wanting.      Not   that 
there  were   no   manufacturing   establishments  to 
fetter  and  chain  the  mind;  not  that  there  were  no 
merchants  to  exchange  luxuries  and  diffuse  poison ; 
not  that  there  was  no  warrior  to  enslave  and  mur- 
\  der  his  fellow-man;   but  that  there  "was  not  a 
man  to  till  the  ground."     And  he  took  him  from 
the  dust,  that  his  origin  might  point  to  his  employ- 
ment.  and  put  him  in  the  garden  to  "dress  it." 
But  man  soon  revolted ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  re- 
mark, that  the  first  systematic  rebellion  against 
the  laws  of  God  was  by  a  combination  of  manufac- 
turers at  Babel,  and  that  he  punished  their  folly  by 
confounding  their  language.      This  scrap  of  his- 
1  tory  teaches  much.     From  that  period  to  the  date 
of  your  tariff,  as  soon  as  they  have  acquired  the 
'  powet,  the  ability  to  combine,  the  manufacturers 
nave  been  building  towers  to  overlook  all  other 
!  branches  of  industry,  and  overawe  every  govern- 
j  ment  that  did  not  subscribe  to  their  demands.    The 
manufacturers  of  the  United  States  are  young,  and 
'  yet  innocent,  and  it  is  important  to  keep  them  so. 
Give  them  the  same  power  and  the  same  tempta- 
I  tions,  and  they  will   probably  pursue  the   same 
I  course.     The  evil  may  be  easier  prevented  than 
i  corrected ;  keep  the  three  great  branches  of  nation- 
!  al  industry  balanced,  each  will  be  a  check  on  the 
'  other,  and  all  will  be  safe  and  prosperous. 

But  there  is  a  branch  of  manufacturing  industry 
j  strictly  domestic,  which  your  large  establishments 
'  are  calculated  to  injure  and  subvert.     I  mean  that 
which  is  carried  on  in  every  farmer's  family.   Most 
'  of  the  families  of  our  farmers  make  their  own 
clothes  and  cloth  furniture.     This  is  seldom  done 
in  the  vicinities  of  large  factories.     The  entice- 
!  ments  are  so  strong  to  congregate  there,  that  the 
I  family  is  deserted,  and  domestic  industry  aban- 
doned.    The  Speaker's  rosy  buxom  country  girl, 
'  whom  he  so  feelingly  described,  going  to  market 
'  with  her  roll  of  linen  under  her  arm,  (although  he 
'>  seemed  to  think  more  of  the  girl  than  her  linen,) 
I  is  transferred  from  lier  father's  house  to  the  factory, 
1  in  which  school  she  would  probably  soon  learn  to 
j  dispose  both  of  her  bloom  and   her  virtue.     Al- 
t  though  I  am  friendly  to  a  due  encouragement  of 
'  manufactures,  I  cannot   he>itale  to   believe   that 
these  establishments  have  a  sensible  effect  to  im- 
pair the  species  of  industry  of  which  I  have  been 
speaking.     I  intended  to  have  given  other  views 
of  the  subject,  but  time  is  precious,  and  difficulties 
thicken  as  we  proceed.     We  seem  to  be  traversing 
a  vast  and  pestilential  desert.      No  gentle  breeze, 
refreshing  shade,  or  cooling  stream,  to  cheer,  nor 
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sun,  moon,  or  star,  to  guide  us  on  our  way.  But 
all  IS  dark,  dreary,  and  dismal,  as  the  valley  of  the 
shadow  of  death.  I  hope  and  trust  we  shall  pause 
before  we  hazard  an  experiment  so  fraught  with 
difficulties  and  dangers. 

When  Mr.  H.  had  concluded,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Hardin  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  indefi- 
nitely, and  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  April  28. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Commerce, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  granting  certain  privileges  to  the 
Ocean  Steamship  Company  of  New  York,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  this  House  of 
the  following  titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  for  the  ben- 
efit of  Christopher  Miller ;'"  and  "An  act  concern- 
ing the  banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for 
other  purposes ;"  with  an  amendment  to  each, — in 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing amendment  to  the  rules  of  the  House,  which 
lies  on  the  table  one  day  of  course : 

"  Every  discusMon  on  any  bill,  motion,  or  resolu- 
tion, shall  terminate  in  five  days  alter  it  shall  hav«  com- 
menced. 

"  ^o  member  shall  speak  upon  any  question  longer 
than  an  hour  at  one  time." 

Mr.  Butler,  of  New  Hampshire,  submitted  the 
following  resolution  for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  'I'liat  the  Committee  of  Manufactures  be 
itistructed  to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  laying  a  duty  of 

cents  on  all  spirituous  liquors  distilled  from  grain 

and  other  domestic  material. 

The  question  being  taken  whether  the  House 
would  now  consider  the  resolution,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — ayes  58,  noes  66. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Grocme  Keith 
Spence,  late  a  purser  in  the  Navy,  (allowing  him 
certain  discount,  paid  by  him  during  the  late  war, 
in  passing  off  Treasury  notes  received  from  Gov- 
ernment.) was  read  the  third  time  ;  and,  after  some 
debate  on  the  merits  of  the  bill,  in  which  Mr. 
McCoy  opposed  and  Mr.  Livermohe  advocated 
its  passage,  the  bill  was  passed — ayes  67.  noes  55 
— and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

REVISION  OF  THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  to  regulate  the 
duties  on  imports,  and  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  Hardin's  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  indef- 
initely being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  H.  rose  and  delivered,  in  a  speech  of  nearly 
two  hours  in  length,  his  sentiments  in  opposition 
to  the  bill. 

'  Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows: 

Mr.  Sjwaker:  I  am  too  sensible  of  the  value  of 
time,  at  this  protracted  period  of  the  session,  to 
task  the  patience  of  the  House  longer  than  may 


be  absolutely  necessary  to  submit  the  views  I 
entertain  of  this  subject.  When  efforts  so  zeal- 
ous, urged  as  they  are  both  by  the  force  of  indi- 
vidual character  and  best  talents  of  the  House,  are 
made  to  defeat  the  principal  object  of  this  bdl,  I 
owe  it  to  that  quarter  of  the  country  which  I  rep- 
resent, and  which  is  deeply  interested  in  the  result 
of  this  question,  to  contribute  my  aid  in  behalf  of 
a  measure  which  I  believe  is  calculated  to  miti- 
gate the  national  distress,  and  promote  the  national 
prosperity. 

Besides  the  general  principles  which  are  in- 
volved in  this  subject,  there  are  other  considera- 
tions, to  which  I  will  beg  leave  first  to  refer,  why 
this  motion  should  not  prevail. 

1  am  free  to  say  that  I  do  not  entirely  approve 
of  the  bill  in  its  present  form.  It  embraces  too 
many  subjects,  and  presents  a  combination  of 
objects  which,  I  fear,  will  counteract,  in  the  ex- 
tent of  its  range,  some  of  the  benefits  designed  to 
be  afforded  to  that  portion  of  the  national  labor 
which  most  imperiously  requires  to  be  cherished. 
But,  though  it  may  be  in  some  measure  true,  that 
the  bill  proposes  more  than  the  state  of  the  coun- 
try absolutely  requires,  the  present  motion  does 
not  propose  enough.  If  the  bill  is  too  large,  and 
calls  upon  us  to  do  too  much,  it  is  no  reason  why 
we  should  do  nothing.  It  is  our  duty  to  modify 
it,  and  adapt  it  to  the  wants  and  condition  of  the 
country. 

And,  though  it  be  true,  as  has  been  urged,  that 
we  are  now  near  the  close  of  a  protracted  session, 
we  should  remember  that  it  has  been  characterized 
by  few  of  those  measures  to  which  the  anxious 
eyes  of  the  nation  have  b«?en  constantly  directed, 
and  that  the  subject  now  before  us  is  one  neither 
of  the  first  impression,  nor  hastily  got  up.  It  has 
been  before  tne  people  and  the  councils  of  the 
country  for  many  years,  and  forced  upon  the  re- 
flection of  the  least  considerate,  by  the  pressure  of 
the  private  and  public  distress  which  this  bill  pro- 
poses to  relieve.  The  subject  underwent  a  full 
investigation  when  the  existing  tariff  was  estab- 
lished; and  the  great  error  at  that  time  was,  that 
there  was  not  afforded  a  degree  of  protection  com- 
mensurate with  the  evils.  The  inadequacy  of  the 
existing  tariff  has  been  fully  tested  by  past  expe- 
rience, and  throughout  the  present  session  our 
powers  have  been  invoked  to  supply  its  defects. 
We  have  already  expended  a  week  in  investiga- 
ting the  details  of  this  bill,  which  will  be  worse 
than  loss  of  time  if  we  separate  without  coming  to 
a  decision.  If  the  protecting  arm  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  to  be  extended  to  the  national  labor,  the 
policy  should  be  announced  without  delay;  other- 
wise it  may  prove  ineffectual  for  the  object.  Con- 
siderable capital  is  already  embarked  in  manufac- 
turing establishments,  and  if  it  be  our  interest  to 
preserve  it  there,  and  to  cherish  its  employment, 
It  is  indispensably  necessary  that  we  should  inspire 
the  capitalists  with  confidence  in  our  policy,  to 
prevent  them  from  withdrawing  it,  or  to  save  it 
from  actual  loss.  If  we  fail  to  do  so  now,  the 
remedv  may  be  administered  when  the  disease  has 
sunk  below  its  efficacy.  A  determination  to  foster 
this  particular  employment  of  the  national  capital, 
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may  prove  effectual  now,  even  with  an  inadequate 
tariff,  when,  without  such  a  determination,  it  mav 
be  impossible  hereafter  to  repair  the  ruins  which 
might  have  been  prevented  by  seasonable  aid. 

I  am  willing  to  unite  with  gentlemen  in  paring 
down  this  bill  to  reasonable  limits,  provided  it 
shall  be  allowed  to  give  abundant  encouragement 
to  the  principal  articles  of  public  necessity,  and 
afford  ample  relief  to  the  exigencies  of  the  national 
labor ;  but  I  will  take  it  as  it  is.  rather  than  get 
nothing.  It  is  our  duly  to  relievo  the  distress 
which  jXTvades  the  country,  and  there  is  much 
greater  danger,  in  my  opinion,  that  we  shall  do 
less,  than  more,  than  is  necessary. 

I  beg  leave,  also,  to  divest  this  subject  of  the 
particular  character  with  which  it  has  been  in- 
geniously attempted  to  stamp  it.  To  associate  it 
with  sectional  interests  and  particular  cla>ses,  is 
treating  it  unfairly,  and  resembles  mucii  more  the 
indulgence  of  narrow  prejudices  than  the  pursuit 
of  a  liberal  policy  for  national  purj>oses.  It  is  cal- 
culated more  to  increase  a  common  evil  than  to 
promote  a  general  good,  or  to  conduct  us  to  an 
enlightened  decision.  The  object  is  purely  na- 
tional, enibracing  the  be^t  interests  of  all  parts  of 
the  community.  It  is  to  pron)ote  a  common  end, 
for  a  common  benefit ;  to  cherish  the  national 
labor  and  capital  Avherever  they  may  be  found, 
and  to  conduct  them  to  profitable  and  nationable 
results.  If  the  encouragement  of  that  portion  of 
our  labor  which  can  be  employed  in  the  manu- 
factures of  the  country,  will  not  do  this,  it  ought 
not  to  be  affordeil.  I  claim  for  them  no  particular 
aid  beyond  what  may  contribute  to  the  good  of 
the  whole  mass  of  our  national  industry. 

But  the  tariff  has  been  assailed  aKo  with  great 
confidence,  and  particularly  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  who  sjKjke  a  few  days  ago, 
with  so  much  ability,  (Mr.  Barbolr,)  because  of  Its 
revenue  character.     It  is  said  it  increases  the  rate 
of  duty  on  foreign  merchandise  generally,  includ- 
ing articles  of  necessity,  because  of  the  high  pro- 
hibitory duties  upon  tnose  which  are  designed  to 
be  more  particularly  encouraged,  and  that  it  will 
fiaally  lead  to  a  system  of  internal  taxation  or  ex- 
cise.    I  confess  I  have  not  much  reliance  upon  this 
bill  for  purposes  of  revenue.     I  do  not  advocate  it 
upon  this  ground.     I  value  it  only  for  the  protection 
it  would  afford  to  the  labor  of  the  country  ;  and  I 
repeat  my  wish  that  it  had  been  confined  to  this 
object,  leaving  the  subject  of  revenue  to  its  appro- 
priate jurisdiction.     I  am  willing  to  look  to  a  sys- 
tem of  impost   as   the  chief  source  of  revenue, 
while  it  is  adequate  to  the  purpose ;  but  gentlemen 
must  know  that  this  cannot  be  the  case  for  any  great 
length  of  time.     However  anxious  wo  may  be  to 
avert  it,  the  day  will  soon  come  when  this  nation 
will  be  compelled  to  rely  upon  its  internal  re- 
sources for  its  fiscal  exigoncie.s,  and  it.  therefore, 
becomes  our    duty,   by   a   prudent   foresight,   to 
strengthen  those  internal  resources,  that  we  may 
be  prepared  for  it  when  it  shall  come.     How  can 
we  expect  to  rely  upon  a  system,  whose  means 
are  diminishing  in  the  same  proportion  that  our 
demands  upon  it  are  augmenting  ?    The  first  fruits 
of  the  impost  system  were  poured  into  our  Treas- 


ury by  a  commerce  the  most  extensive  and  prw- 
perous,  and  our  wants  were  tho.se  of  a  young  na- 
tion, with  a  thin  population,  and  cheap  and  limited 
institutions.  But  the  growth  of  the  nation  has 
been  rapid  beyond  example :  our  territory  has  been 
much  more  than  doubled,  and  our  institutions 
have  become  extended  in  proportion  to  the  limits 
of  our  territory  and  |)opulation.  We  have  raised 
armies,  erected  fortifications,  and  planted  works 
of  defence  around  our  whole  frontier.  We  have 
built  and  equipped  fieets  which  are  indis|x>nsable 
2uard>  of  the  rights,  and  indissolubly  aNsociated 
with  the  pride  and  glory  of  the  nation.  In  short, 
we  have  taken  a  high  rank  among  the  nations  of 
the  earth,  and  our  expenses  are  nece^isarily  more 
than  quadrupled,  and,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
must  continue  to  increase.  But,  in  all  this  time, 
while  our  national  progres.s  has  been  upon  this 
gigantic  scale,  our  foreign  commerce  ha-s  borne  no 
projwrtionable  augmentation  ;  on  the  contrary,  it 
has  been  rather  wasting  away,  until  that  which 
could  formerly  overfiow  your  Treasury,  cannot  be 
swoln  to  half  its  demands.  The  tariff,  however, 
so  far  from  abandoning  the  imposts,  proposes  to 
extract  from  it  larger  means;  but  it  does  not  do 
this  altogether  on  account  of  the  encouragement 
afforded  to  manufactures,  but  in  pursuance  of  the 
express  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  wlio,  with  the  enlightened  indeiM-ndence 
,  which  so  highly  distinguishes  his  public  conduct, 
has  candidly  exposed  the  extent  of  our  wants,  and 
the  inadequacy  of  the  supply.  I  refjuest  permis- 
!  sion  to  refer  to  his  report  at  the  present  .session, 
as  conclusive  upon  this  subject.  The  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  after  particularly  exhibiting  the 
ordinary  estimates  of  such  a  report,  observes : 
"Under  all  the  circumstances,  it  is  resi)eclfuLly 
'  submitted  that  tlie  public   interest   requires  that 

•  the  revenue  be  augmented,  or  that  the  expendi- 
'  ture  be  diminished.     Should  an  increase  of  reve- 

•  uue  be  deemed  expedient,  a  portion  of  the  deficit 
'  may  be  supplied  by  an  addition  of  the  duties  now 

'  '  imposed  upon  various  articles  of  foreign  mer- 
,  '  chandise,  and  by  a  reasonable  duty  upon  sales 
'  at  auction  ;  but  it  is  not  probable  that  any  modi- 
j '  fication  of  the  existing  tariff  can  supersede  the 
I  '  necessity  of  resorting  to  internal  taxation,  if  the 
'  expenditure  is  not  diminished."     The  rejxirt  then 
proceeds  to  recommend  the  present  as  a  favorable 
moment  to  afford  efficient  protection  to  our  cotton, 
j  woollen,  and  iron  iuterest.s,  if  it  can  be  done  con- 
,  sistently  with  the  general  interests  of  the  nation. 
I  Our  session  is  now  about  to  close,  and  we  have 
j  not  diminished  our  expenditure,  nor  do  I  believe 
,  it  would  be  practicable  or  advisable  to  do  so.     I 
j  would  hi  unwilling  to  reduce  the  Army  or  the 
Navy,  and  I  know  of  no  object  of  retrenchment 
;  which  would  not  weaken  our  strength  at  home, 
I  and  our  respectability  abroad.     A  resort  to  other 
i  means  of  supply  is,  therefore,  unavoidable.     If  we 
I  should  be  obliged  to  draw  that  supply  from  our 
j  home  labor,  it  might  be  drawn  salely  and  effi- 
;  ciently,  if  we  now.  by  a  wist'  policy,  render  that 
labor  flourishing,  and  save  it  from  the  deadly  influ- 
ence of  foreign  competition.     The  tarifl'  does  not 
create  the  necessity  of  this  resort,  but  is  auxiliary 
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to  the  supply :  it  draws  as  much  as  possible  from  ' 
the  impost,  that  it  may  be  compelled  to  extract 
less  from  internal  means,  and.  at  the  same  time, 
it  wisely  augments  the  internal  means,  by  invig- 
orating the  arm  of  our  own  industry,  and  keep- 
ing at  home  that  large  amount  of  national  wealth 
which  is  now  perpetually  going  out  of  the  country, 
to  enrich  the  foreign,  and  impoverish  our  own 
labor.  Who  does  not  see  that  any  measure  which 
tends  to  augment  the  stock  of  the  national  wealth, 
must,  at  the  same  time,  increase  the  individual 
resources,  and  swell  the  national  supply  ? 
_  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Barbolr)  has  particularly  deprecated  a  system  of ; 
internal  taxation  or  exeise,  and  principally  because 
of  the  ex})ensiveness  of  its  collection.  I  have  no 
such  hostility.  I  believe  the  people  have  less  to  ; 
apprehend  from  a  system  of  direct,  than  one  of  in-  i 
direct  taxation.  In  the  former  they  see  and  feel 
the  weight  of  their  burden  :  in  the  latter  it  may  be 
multiplied  to  an  alarming  degree,  before  its  enor- 
mity can  be  detected.  A  moderate  system  of  in- 
ternal taxes  is  the  safest  and  most  certain  source 
of  supply,  and  in  its  nature  will  always  be  less  op- 
pressive than  any  other.  Nor  is  it  bv  any  means 
clear  that  it  is  more  expensive  than  the  impost.  , 
The  revenue,  in  both  cases,  is  paid  by  the  consu- 
mer, who  also  pays  the  expenses  of  the  system.  In 
the  case  of  the  impost,  he  pays  the  merchant's  pro- 
fits in  addition  h)  the  duty  ;  and  are  not  these 
equivalent  to  the  expenses  of  a  system  of  internal 
taxes.?  But.  sir,  unfortunately  lor  the  consumer, 
under  the  impost  system,  he  nays  nearly  a  moiety 
of  his  price  for  the  benefit  ot  the  foreign  laborer, 
and  thus  subtracts  from  the  fund  of  public  wealth, 
that  which  should  be  kept  in  circulation  at  home. 
I  cannot  entertain  a  doubt  that  it  would  be  the  in- 
terest of  this  nation  to  foster  its  manufacturing 
labor  and  capital,  even  at  the  risk  of  a  temporary 
diminution  in  its  revenue.  The  labor  which  woulil 
thus  receive  encouragement  would  soon  attain  the 
capacity  to  bear  an  equivalent  proportion  of  the 
national  burdens,  and,  by  increasing  all  the  streams 
of  supply,  ultimately  enrich  the  public  treasury. 
If  it  be  necessary  now  for  the  Government  to  stretch 
forth  its  arm  to  shield  this  infant  branch  of  the 
national  labor  from  foreign  rivalship,  the  day  is  i 
not  distant  when,  in  its  turn,  it  will  give  vigor  and 
strength  to  the  national  sinews. 

Having  said  thus  much.  Mr.  Speaker,  in  rejrard 
to  the  objections  against  the  tariff  as  a  whole.  I 
will  proceed  now  to  consider  the  general  princi- 
ples upon  which,  I  think,  its  great  objects  may  be 
maintained  and  recommended  to  our  adoption. 

I  was  fully  aware  of  the  principles  of  the  writers 
upon  political  economy,  which  nave  been  so  ear-  ] 
nestly  and  ably  relied  upon  by  the  opponents  of  the 
tarifl*;  and  though  I  am  by  no  means  disposed  to 
involve  in  a  common  censure  these  principles  and 
their  authors,  they  appear  to  me  to  be  unsafe  guides 
in  this  discussion,  where  they  are  not  sanctioned 
by  experience,  and  tested  by  the  practical  opera- 
tion of  national  policy.      Much  of  the  numerous 
treatises  upon  political  economy  consists  in  plausi- ' 
ble  theories,  founded  upon  a  state  of  things  which,  j 
ill  fact,  have  no  existence,  and,  with  regard  to  the  j 


most  of  these  theories,  the  greatest  difference  of^ 
opinion  prevails  among  the  authors  themselves. 
Among  these  numerous  theorists  each  is  the  stout 
advocate  of  his  own  system,  and  the  world  has  not 
yet  finally  decided  between  them.  One  contends 
that  agricultural  labor  is  the  only  profitable  source 
of  wealth,  and  that  manufacturing  capital  is  un- 
productive; this  is  denied  by  another,  who  advo- 
cates some  other  favorite  branch  of  industry.  A 
third  is  the  advocate  of  comiiiercial  capital;  ano- 
ther prefers  the  home  trade;  and  the  fifth  contends 
for  the  superiority  of  a  foreign  commerce;  so  that 
scarcely  any  two  of  them  agre«\  when  they  come 
to  carry  their  respective  systems  throughout  the 
details,  and  are  yet  litigating  many  of  the  princi- 
ples which  have  been  so  confidently  relied  upon  in 
this  debate.  Sir,  it  is  the  course  of  true  wisdom 
in  us  to  leave  them  to  their  employment,  and  adopt 
those  principles  only  which  we  find  in  practical 
and  successful  use.  With  these  as  our  data,  we 
must  adapt  our  measures  to  our  own  wants,  and 
the  actual  condition  of  the  world. 

Now,  sir,  whatevi'r  contrariety  of  opinion  may 
prevail,  in  regard  to  the  mass  of  the  theories  upon 
this  subject,  there  is  a  common  foundation  for 
them  all;  and  that  is,  that  the  source  of  individual 
and  national  wealth  is  labor,  and  that  the  degree 
of  the  former  will  be  in  proportion  to  the  activity 
of  the  latter.  We  may  also  disagree  as  to  the  par- 
ticular mode  of  employment  in  which  this  labor 
will  be  most  productive,  but  all  will  agree  that  it 
must  be  employed  in  some  way.  It  must  be  made 
active;  and,  if  necessary,  must  Ix'  stimulated  to 
activity.  The  evils  of  an  unemployed,  inactive 
labor,  are  always  in  proportion  to  its  capacity,  and 
all  the  vices  which  follow  in  the  train  of  an  idle 
population  will  soon  chastise  a  nation  whose 
councils  are  inattentive  to  the  employment  of  its 
labor.  I  am  not  the  advocate  of  any  particular 
branch  of  labor.  I  believe  it  is  best,  in  general, 
that  it  should  be  diversified.  1  can  have  no  idea 
of  a  nation  purely  agricultural,  commercial,  or  man- 
ufacturing. Their  interests  are  mutual,  and  the 
advantage  of  each  is  always  promoted  by  encou- 
raging, to  a  certain  extent,  the  prosperity  of  the 
others.  I  am  free  to  say,  however,  that,  in  the 
United  States,  the  preference  should  be  given  to 
the  agriculture  of  the  country.  This  should  be 
the  basis  of  our  strength,  the  great  fountain  of  our 
resources,  and  in  the  nature  of  things  it  always 
must  be  so.  There  is,  therefore,  no  design  to 
change  the  agricultural  character  of  the  nation 
into  a  manufacturing  one,  as  has  been  so  .seriously 
deprecated  in  this  debate.  Such  fears  are  alto- 
gether imaginary.  At  least  nine-tenths  of  the 
power  and  influence  of  this  country  are  agricultu- 
ral, and  it  is  utterly  impossible  that  a  course  of 
policy  can  be  pursued,  for  any  length  of  time, 
which  shall,  in  any  degree,  subvert  that  interest. 
The  agriculturist  understands  his  interests,  and 
will  not  be  slow  in  resisting  any  serious  encroach- 
ment upon  them.  In  a  popular  government  like 
ours,  his  resistance  will  always  be  prompt  and 
efiectual.  Even  in  England,  extended  as  arc  her 
manufactures,  the  agricultural  interest  is  alwap 
predominant ;  and  there  is  no  instance,  in  all  tne 
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struggles  with  regard  to  the  grain  laws,  and  other 
measures  in  which  these  two  great  interests  have 
been  opposed,  that  the  agriculturists  have  not  pre- 
vailed. 

It  is  clearly  among  the  first  duties  of  a  nation  to 
make  the  labor  of  its  citizens  active,  and  direct  it 
to  the  most  profitable  results.  Not  by  undue  means 
to  stimulate  any  particular  branch  of  labor,  to  the 
ruin  and  injury  of  any  other;  but  to  stimulate  the 
aggregate  of  its  own  against  the  aggregate  of 
foreign  labor,  and  to  protect  any  particular  branch 
of  its  own  labor  against  the  rivalship  of  foreign 
policy.  If  a  nation  expects  to  becoihe  wealthy 
and  powerful,  it  must  exert  itself  to  supply  its 
wants  by  its  own  labor,  rather  than  depend  upon 
foreign  labor  for  articles  of  the  first  necessity. 

The  principle  is  not  only  sound  in  theory,  but 
is  that  which  is  in  practical  operation  in  every 
nation  which  understands  its  own  interest.  They 
sell  all,  and  buy  nothing  with  which  their  own 
labor  can  supply  them.  Let  us  look  to  the  exam- 
ple of  England.  She  is  agricultural,  commercial, 
and  manufacturing.  The  state  of  her  agriculture 
is  equal  to  that  of  any  part  of  the  globe ;  her  man- 
ufacturing interests  more  extensive  than  in  any 
other.  Her  policy  uniformly  has  been  to  cherisn 
her  manufacturing  labor,  as  auxiliary  to  her  na- 
tional wealth,  and  to  resist  all  foreign  competition. 
It  is  manifested  in  the  earliest  dawnings  of  her 
history.  She  began  with  encouraging  the  manu- 
facture of  the  coarse  articles  which  constituted 
her  prime  wants,  and  afterwards  followed  up  her 
policy  with  an  unceasing  assiduity,  until  she  not 
only  shielded  her  own  labor  from  tne  competition 
of  other  nations,  but  in  a  great  measure  crippled 
their  labor  at  home,  and  became  the  source  ol  sup- 
ply for  all  the  world.  Have  we  not  seen  the 
cnects  of  this  policy  diffusing  themselves  through- 
out every  branch  of  her  industry,  and  over  every 
part  of  her  empire,  until  by  this  means  there  has 
been  reared  up  a  mass  of  wealth  and  power  almost 
irresistible  ?  It  is  true,  we  have  been  referred  to 
England  for  an  example  of  the  evils  of  what  has 
been  termed  the  manufacturing  system  and  her 
national  debt ;  her  insurrectional  temper  and  mass 
of  pauperism,  have  been  ingeniously  urged  in 
the  debate.  But  these  are  not  the  effects  of  her 
manufacturing  system.  They  are  the  result  of 
the  expensive  wars  in  which  she  lias  been  perpetu- 
ally involved,  and  the  insupportable  weight  ot  tax- 
ation consetjuent  upon  them ;  of  a  policy  which 
has  kept  her  continually  embroiled,  by  intermed- 
dling in  the  disputes  of  others,  when  she  had  none 
of  her  own  on  hand  ;  a  policy  to  which  she  would 
long  since  have  fallen  a  victim,  but  for  those 
abundant  streams  of  wealth  which  her  active  labor 
continually  poured  into  her  lap,  and  which  she  so 
lavishly  drained  in  the  cause  of  her  unhallowed 
ambition.  It  does  not  follow  that  we  are  to  imi- 
tate her  in  these  respects,  because,  like  her,  we 
afford  protection  to  our  home  labor  -,  and  I  cannot 
believe  that  we  shall  be  likely  to  beget  treasonable 
insurrections  by  rewarding  tne  occupation  of  the 
citizen  with  ease  and  cheerfulness.  Insurrections 
are  the  fruits  of  an  idle,  discontented  population : 
they  may  be  produced  by  the  neglect,  but  not  by 


the  watchful  protection  of  the  Government.  The 
same  policy  was  early  adopted,  and  has  been  ever 
since  pursued,  by  France,  Holland,  Prussia,  Italy, 
and  many  other  Powers  of  Europe ;  and  all  who 
are  at  all  conversant  with  their  history  know  that 
similar  effects  proved  the  wisdom  of  affording  na- 
tional encouragement  to  national  labor.  The 
famous  continental  system  of  Bonaparte  shows 
that  he  early  discerned  this  real  source  of  national 
wealth  and  power.  When  meditating  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  British  empire,  he  knew  very  well  the 
source  of  her  strength,  and  he  wisely  conceived 
the  policy  of  drying  it  up.  Had  his  ambition  been 
tempered  with  some  portion  of  patience,  and  he 
had  consented  to  wait  a  few  years  for  the  gradual 
success  of  his  policy,  it  would  have  been  more  om- 
nipotent than  nis  arms.  His  example,  however, 
has  not  been  lost  upon  the  other  nations  of  Europe; 
and  though  they  did  not  yield  to  his  schemes, 
Russia,  and  almost  every  other  nation,  excepting 
Spain  and  Portugal,  have  voluntarily  adopted  it. 
The  principle  of  the  Russian  tariff  is  to  receive 
nothing  from  abroad  that  she  possesses  skill  and 
labor  to  make  at  home.  Spain  and  Portugal  are 
the  victims  of  a  different  policy.  They  adopt  the 
principles  which  are  everywhere  written  and  no- 
where practised.  Spain  stands  a  solitary  beacon 
to  warn  us  of  her  fatal  example,  which  buried  the 
highest  spirit  and  best  capacity  in  the  miseries  of 
idleness  and  luxury,  and  drove  her  population  to 
seek  a  remedy  through  the  dangerous  paths  of  re- 
volt and  insurrection. 

If,  sir,  I  may  be  permitted  to  refer,  for  a  histori- 
cal fact,  to  the  book  from  Philadelphia,  as  it  has 
been  called,  in  which  the  zeal  and  ability  of  its 
author  have  imbodied  a  mass  of  the  most  useful 
and  imf)ortant  information,  the  case  of  Portugal 
affords  the  most  striking  instance  of  the  effects  of 
both  theories.     Portugal  did  adopt   the  policy  of 
encouraging  her   manufacturing,  as  auxiliary  to 
her  national  labor,  and  those  who  are  acquainted 
with  her  early  history,  will  remember  the  success 
which  crowned  her  exertions;  but,  in  the  midst  of 
her  system,  she  was  persuaded  to  consent  to  the 
admission  of  British  merchandise,  as  the  price  of 
vending  her  port  wines  in  England.     Her  own 
labor  immediately  fell  a  victim  to  foreign  compe- 
tition, and  her   situation   afterwards  is  the  best 
lesson  we  can  draw  upon  the  subject.     The  efforts 
of  England  to  prostrate  the  labor  of  other  coun- 
tries  are   not   confined  to   Portugal — she  carries 
them  into  every  country,  and  she  practises  every 
expedient  calculated  to  subserve  iicr  purpose.    We 
know  that  her  agents  are  scattered  everywhere 
throughout  the  United  States,  and  that  they  are 
unwearied  in  their  exertions.     In  all  their  public 
speeches,  the  members  of  her  Parliament  betray 
their  jealousy  of  our  manufacturing  prosperity; 
and,  at  the  same  moment  that  her  hired  writers 
and  journalists  *  are  employed  to  assail  public  sen- 
timent here,  by  denouncing  the  evils  and  immoral 
tendency   of  manufacturing    establishments,   the 
Government  ht»aps  bounties  upon  them,  and  cher- 

*  See  the  works  of  Southey  and   others,  especiallj 
the  letters  of  Espriella,  ascribed  to  Mr.  S. 
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ishes  their  growth  at  home,  while  they  are  send- 
ing their  fabrics  into  all  countries  as  auxiliaries 
to  their  writers. 

I  do  not  refer  to  the  practice  of  other  nations, 
however,  merely  for  proof  of  the  soundness  of  the 
principle  of  affording  national  encouragement  to 
national  labor;  but,  as  evincing  the  necessity  of 
our  adopting  similar  regulations  to  counteract 
their  policy.  If  the  principle,  that  "  things  should 
be  left  to  regulate  themselves,"  be  true,  it  is  so  only 
when  all  nations  observe  it ;  it  ceases  to  be  prac- 
ticable with  the  rest,  when  anv  one  disregards  it. 
If  we  were  entirely  insulated  from  the  rest  of  the 
world,  and  carried  on  all  our  transactions  within 
our  own  country,  it  might  be  urged  upon  us  with 
considerable  plausibility.  But  we  are  a  part  of 
the  community  of  nations ;  throughout  which  our 
intercourse  is  to  be  conducted,  and  all  our  ex- 
changes made,  and  we  are,  therefore,  sensible  to 
the  regulations  in  every  part  of  it.  If  the  same 
rule  were  universal  among  all  nations,  we  might 
calculate  upon  an  equal  participation  in  all  com- 
mon advantages,  and  that  our  enterprise  would 
push  its  own  reward.  But,  if  the  regulations  of 
other  nations  interfere  with  the  natural  course  of 
things,  if  they  obstruct  the  ordinary  channels  of 
business,  and  seek  to  confer  advantages  on  their 
own  labor  which  it  would  not  otherwise  possess, 
we  must  either  adopt  countervailing  measures,  or 
become  the  victim  of  their  policy.  We  have  al- 
ready seen  the  extent  of  their  regulations,  pursued, 
too,  with  the  express  view  of  cramping  the  natural 
spring  of  our  enterprise.  If  they  receive  the  pro- 
ducts of  our  agriculture,  it  is  not  to  reciprocate 
the  exchange,  but,  from  necessity,  to  supply  their 
own  wants;  nor  are  they  driven  even  to  tnis  ex- 
pedient, until  the  scarcity  among  themselves  makes 
It  iidispensable,  while  the  products  of  all  our  other 
labor  are  subjected  to  a  perpetual  exclusion.  The 
effect  of  this  policy,  on  the  part  of  foreign  nations, 
is  to  render  our  own  raw  products,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, useless,  and  to  confer  on  the  foreign  labor  a 
monopoly  in  our  own  market.  These  are  unnatu- 
ral advantages,  which  must  be  counteracted  by 
similar  encouragements  to  the  home  industry.  If 
foreigners  stimulate  their  industry,  we  must  stimu- 
late ours  also;  if  they  preserve  a  preference  in 
their  market,  we  must  give  to  our  labor  a  prefer- 
ence in  ours;  as  they  contract  their  want  of  us, 
we  must  contract  ours  of  them;  if  they  pursue 
undue  means  to  labor  for  us,  we  must  take  care  to 
labor  for  ourselves ;  a  contrary  policy  would  render 
us  dependent  upon  foreigners  for  every  thing, 
since,  by  their  system  of  encouragement,  they  can 
undersell  us  in  any  thing. 

The  system  is  not  a  new  one  in  the  United 
States.  We  have  always  deemed  it  our  duty  to 
protect  the  home  labor  against  foreign  competi- 
tion. Our  duties  upon  the  agricultural  products 
of  foreign  countries  were  not  imposed  for  purposes 
of  revenue,  but  for  the  protection  of  our  own  agri- 
cultural industry.  And  although  gentlemen  may 
be  disposed  to  regard  these  regulations  lightly  now, 
because  of  the  peculiar  condition  of  foreign  coun- 
tries heretofore,  they  are,  nevertheless,  indicative 
of  the  sense  we  entertain  of  our  true  policy  ;  nor 


should  it  be  forgotten  that  East  India  cotton  is  al- 
ready imported  into  the  United  States  cheaper 
than  it  can  be  procured  from  the  Southern  States; 
and  that  the  day  may  not  be  distant,  when  the 
competition  in  this  article  will  be  much  more  for- 
midable. 

We  have  adopted  the  same  system  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  commercial  enterprise  of  the  country. 
The  heavy  foreign  tonnage,  the  high  rate  of  duties 
upon  merchandise  imported  in  foreign  vessels; 
bounties  allowed  on  the  exportation  of  fish ;  ton- 
nage and  drawback  granted  to  fishing  vessels;  the 
exclusion  of  foreign  vessels  from  the  coasting 
trade,  and  the  entire  system  of  navigation  laws, 
are  evidently  designed  to  give  a  preference  to 
American  ships  and  enterprise,  over  those  of  for- 
eigners. I  do  not  refer  to  these  in  the  spirit  of 
complaint;  far  from  it;  the  wisdom  of  the  policy 
is  apparent  in  its  effects.  Nor  do  I  refer  to  them 
to  show  that,  because  we  have  done  much  for 
commerce,  we  should,  therefore,  do  something  for 
manufactures ;  but  I  refer  to  them,  as  demonstrat- 
ing the  utility  of  the  doctrine,  of  leaving  things  to 
regulate  themselves;  as  evincing  the  necessity  of 
national  protection  for  national  labor,  and  of 
counteracting  the  effect  of  foreign  competition 
upon  our  home  enterprise,  in  whatever  channel  it 
may  be  employed. 

But,  if  the  encouragement  we  have  already  given 
be  insufficient  for  the  purpose  ;  if  against  these  the 
foreign  policy  is  able  to  raise  its  arm  and  paralyze 
our  energies ;  if,  in  short,  the  labor  of  the  country 
is  now  idle  and  unemployed,  and  an  extension  of 
the  system  of  encouragement  be  necessary  to  ren- 
der it  active,  shall  we  stop  short  of  the  object,  or 
shall  we  not  rather  afford  it  the  utmost  stimulus? 
What,  then,  give  me  leave  to  ask,  sir,  is  the  present 
condition  of  this  country?  Do  we  require  wit- 
nesses to  be  examined  here,  or  before  our  commit- 
tees, to  inform  us  of  the  want  of  employment,  and 
the  scenes  of  individual  distress  and  public  embar- 
rassment which  everywhere  prevail,  or  are  we  to 
sit  down  and  calculate  in  figures  their  weight  and 
extent  ?  We  are  assembled  here  from  all  quarters 
of  this  extensive  empire,  and  every  gentleman 
brings  with  him  a  knowledge  of  private  and  pub- 
lic suffering  beyond  example !  The  honorable 
Speaker,  in  the  eloquent  speech  he  delivered  a  few 
days  ago,  described  to  us  the  condition  of  the  man- 
ufacturing establishments  in  the  East,  where  all- 
admit  the  closest  economy  is  practised.  But  the 
East  is  not  singular  in  its  scenes  of  decaying 
houses,  deserted  establishments,  and  individual 
ruin  ;  they  are  presented  wherever  manufacturing 
capital  has  been  employed,  and  every  one  must  see 
the  ruin  which  has  fallen  upon  thousands  of  our 
citizens,  who  formerly  obtained  their  living  in  this 
species  of  labor.  But,  sir,  I  do  not  confine  my 
observation  to  this  class  only;  I  invite  gentlemen 
to  look  at  the  condition  of  the  country  at  large,  of 
all  classes  of  labor,  in  every  part,  for  it  is  to  this 
sickening  mass  of  general  suflering  that  the  remedy 
is  to  be  administered.  Consider  the  low  price  of 
property,  as  well  real  estate  as  every  description  of 
our  products ;  look  at  the  decaying  towns  and  vil- 
lages which  arc  every  where  presented ;  at  the 
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thousands  of  the  laboring  classes  of  the  community 
deprived  of  employment ;  at  the  numerous  bank- 
ruptcies, which  seem  to  blacken  your  cities,  and 
fill  them  with  dismay,  and  almost  despair;  at  the 
mass  of  enterprise,  and  skill,  and  science,  now  en- 
feebled and  borne  down  by  cares,  and  weeping  over 
a  state  of  deplorable  inactivity  !  Consider  the  uni- 
versal stagnation  in  every  branch  of  industry,  agri- 
cultural, commercial,  and  manufacturing!  How 
is  the  face  of  this  great  country  changed  I  Where 
late  reigned  plenty,  ^nd  was  heard  the  active  hum 
of  business,  now  meagre  scarcity  prevails,  and  idle- 
ness palsies  the  human  energies;  the  poor  are 
wretched,  the  man  of  large  real  estate  lives  only 
hy  the  most  rigid  economy  I 

And  what,  sir,  is  the  cause  of  all  this?  The 
answer  is  not  difficult.  The  artificial  state  of 
things  which  succeeded  our  Revolutionary  strug- 
gle, and  which,  with  the  stimulus  given  by  our 
late  war,  has  hitherto  sustained  us,  lias  suddenly 
changed;  the  channels  of  our  wealth  are  dried  up; 
our  labor  is  thrown  out  of  employment  by  foreign 
competition.  Give  me  leave,  sir,  to  trace  these 
causes  more  particularly. 

Before  the  establishment  of  our  independence, 
we  relied  for  our  supplies  principally  upon  the  labor 
of  England,  whose  policy  it  was  to  preserve  that 
state  of  dependence,  and  discourage  all  efforts  in 
her  colonies  to  manufacture  for  themselves.  But 
the  successful  termination  of  that  memorable  con- 
flict defeated  her  policy,  and  gave  a  new  spring  to 
our  enter|>rise,  and  the  same  spirit  by  which  it 
was  achieved  dictated  a  resort  to  our  own  re- 
sources to  give  it  perpetuity.  The  subject  was 
almost  the  first  that  occupied  our  national  deliber- 
ations ;  and  the  report  of  the  illustrious  man  who 
then  presided  over  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Hamilton, 
portrayed  with  a  prophetic  hand  the  true  course 
of  national  policy.  It  would  have  been  pursued 
long  ago,  but  for  those  desolating  wars  which  soon 
afterwards  broke  out  in  Europe,  and  which  have 
continued  ever  since,  until  very  recently,  with 
scarcely  any  intermission,  and  cramped  both  the 
agricultural  and  commercial  enterprise  of  those 
nations.  Their  population  was  drawn  from  these 
employments  to  man  their  fleets  and  fill  the  ranks 
of  their  armies;  they  had  little  time  for  the  culti- 
vation of  the  peaceful  arts,  and  we  became  their 
growers  and  carriers.  In  such  a  state  of  things, 
the  population  of  the  country,  at  that  time,  found 
full  employment  in  the  agricultural  and  commer- 
cial pursuit;,  and  in  the  multiplicity  of  handi- 
craft and  other  employments,  to  which  a  flourish- 
ing state  of  those  two  great  branches  of  industry 
always  give  rise. 

The  demand  abroad  exceeded  our  means  of  sup- 
ply ;  we  received  high  prices  for  all  our  produce; 
our  commerce  penetrated  all  parts  of  the  world  ; 
every  man  found  constant  demand  for  his  labor; 
and  the  capital  of  the  country  had  a  brisk  circula- 
tion ;  we  exchanged  all  our  products  for  the  fabrics 
of  foreign  countries,  under  great  advantages,  and 
increased  in  wealth  and  power  with  an  unexam- 
pled rapidity.  But  a  new  slate  of  things  has  taken 
place.  Those  wars  have  ternunated,  and  the  world 
IS  at  peace.    The  population  which  filled  the  fleets 


and  armies  of  Europe  is  withdrawn,  and  is  now 
turned  to  agricultural  and  commercial  pursuits. 
We  no  longer  possess  the  exclusive  advantages  in 
these  respects ;  they  neither  require  our  ships  nor 
our  agricultural  products.  Their  demand  for  our 
surplus  produce  will  diminish  annually ;  for  they 
are  rapidly  carrying  into  [iractical  o|)eration  their 
lK)licy  of  creating  their  own  supply.  We  all  know, 
too,  that  the  India  trade  never  did,  and  never  will, 
require  any  part  of  our  products;  it  deals  prmci- 
pally  in  money,  and  operates  as  a  perpetual  drain 
of  our  specie.  It',  in  connexion  with  these  causes, 
we  consider  our  increasing  population,  the  result 
is,  that  our  wants  of  Europe  are  augmenting  and 
theirs  of  us  are  diminishing.  As  we  can  export 
less,  we  must  raise  less;  we  cannot  employ  the 
same  quantity  of  labor,  and  all  those  industrious 
people  who  are  occupied  in  feeding  the  demands 
of  a  prosjHTous  state  of  agriculture  and  commerce 
are  cast  upon  society  without  the  means  of  subsist- 
ence. The  result  is,  also,  that,  as  foreign  nations 
will  not  take  our  surplus  produce  in  exchange  for 
the  articles  for  which  we  rely  upon  them,  we  must 
go  in  debt  for  the  amount,  and  without  any  means 
that  I  can  discover  of  making  payment.  The  bal- 
ance of  trade  against  us  last  year  was  twenty-eight 
millions  of  dollars  ;  and  everyone  must  see  that,  as 
the  wants  of  foreign  nations  are  annually  dimin- 
ishing, this  balance  must  increase  with  the  same 
proportion.  What,  though  it  may  be  true,  as  has 
been  contended,  that  the  present  embarrassments 
may  be  occasioned  in  some  degree  by  the  inordi- 
nate extension  of  the  bank  capital,  and  the  impru- 
dent speculations  of  individuals,  it  neither  makes 
the  evils  less,  nor  varies  the  remedy.  If  the  dis- 
tress be  at  all  ascribable  to  this  source,  it  is  more 
because  of  the  capital  having  been  suddenly  with- 
drawn from  circulation,  tluin  because  it  was  ever 
thrown  into  use.  No  doubt  much  of  the  lodividual 
embarrassment  which  now  prevails  would  have 
been  spared,  if  such  an  accumulation  of  l)ank  cap- 
ital had  not  been  made.  But  it  cannot  be  dis- 
guised, that  this  capital  had  become  the  standard 
of  the  business  and  transactions  of  the  country, 
and,  if  It  had  been  permitted  to  continue,  the  labor 
of  the  country  would  in  time  have  redeemed  it. 
It  has  been,  however,  suddenly  taken  un — a  stag- 
nation of  business,  scarcity  oi"  a  circulating  me- 
dium, sacrifice  of  property,  and  want  of  employ- 
ment ensue.  The  necessity  for  the  interposition 
of  Congress  is  only  increased,  therefore ;  and,  as 
we  refuse  to  create  a  national  currency,  the  duty 
becomes  more  imperious  to  provide  another  reme- 
dy. The  remedy  is,  to  foster  the  national  indus- 
try, to  create  a  market  at  home  for  our  surplus, 
and  to  make  for  ourselves  what  we  should  be 
obliged  otherwise  to  import  from  abroad. 

We  are  here  met  by  the  objection  that,  if  this 
necessity  exist,  labor  will  it.seif  take  the  direction 
without  our  interference. 

That  the  necessity  does  exist  no  one  can  doubt; 
it  is  palpable;  it  has  existed  for  some  years,  and 
yet  the  labor  has  not  taken  the  direction.  On  the 
contrary,  a  great  portion  of  the  capital  heretofore 
embarked  in  almost  every  branch  of  indu.<4ry,  is 
now  idle ;  the  distress  is  progressive,  and  the  man- 
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ufacturing  labor  is  retrograding.  The  memorials 
from  all  quarters  of  the  country  prove  this,  I  can 
speak  from  my  own  knowledire  of  that  part  of  the 
country  which  I  represent — the  manufacturing  in- 
terest, which  is  by  no  means  the  least  important. 
Of  the  state  of  manufactures  there  I  could  draw  a 
picture,  without  the  aid  of  imagination,  of  the 
most  gloomy  nature ;  sufllice  it  to  say,  however, 
that  more  than  a  moiety  of  the  labor  formerly  em- 
ployed in  these  establishments,  is  now  without 
business;  that  many  of  the  establishments  are  ac- 
tually suspended  and  that  others  will  soon  follow, 
without  the  encouragement  now  contemplated.  I 
.'ihall  not  deny  that  this  state  of  things  may  be  ow- 
ing, in  some  degree,  to  the  immense  quantities  of 
British  goods  with  which  this  country  has  been 
inundated  by  the  foreign  merchant  and  manufac- 
turer ;  but  this  only  augments  the  evil ;  it  is  a 
striking  illustration  of  the  effects  of  foreign  compe- 
tition, in  the  continuance  of  which  the  British 
manufacturer,  as  well  as  his  Government,  has  an 
immediate  interest.  The  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Barboitr)  is  mistaken,  how- 
ever, in  supposing  that  the  American  manufacturer 
calculates  his  profits  upon  his  war  capital,  though, 
if  he  did,  as  he  was  encouraged  by  his  Govern- 
ment to  invest  it,  it  would  afl"ord  no  reason  why  he 
should  now  be  abandoned  in  the  day  of  his  adver- 
sity. Such  establishments,  no  doubt,  feel  the 
pressure  more  than  others  ;  but  none  are  free  from 
it,  and  even  those  which  have  been  sacrificed  at 
public  sale,  and  passed  into  the  hands  of  new  own- 
ers, at  reduced  prices,  are  unable  to  resist  foreign 
competition. 

The  truth  is,  sir,  that  labor  and  capital  will  not 
of  themselves  become  immediately  or  extensively 
employed  in  manufactures,  without  the  fostering 
aid  of  Government,  especially  in  seasons  of  great 
distress.  They  are  not  so  immediately  productive 
in  these  occupations,  and  in  times  of  pressure  and 
embarrassment,  men  look,  and  are  obliged  to  look, 
more  to  an  immediate  profit  and  relief,  than  to  ul- 
timate and  permanent  advantage.  In  times  of 
extreme  need  our  daily  wants  must  be  satisfied  ; 
we  dread  the  slow  progress  of  permanent  success. 
Besides  this,  the  changing  from  one  business  to 
another  is  always  an  affair  of  lime,  and  has  to  en- 
counter the  force  of  old  habits,  and  many  other 
impediments  extremely  difficult  to  surmount.  We 
see  the  force  of  habit  constantly  exemplified  in  the 
stubborn  preference  which  is  given  to  foreign  fab- 
rics, which  we  have  long  been  accustomed  to  use, 
over  domestic  productions  of  an  equal  or  even  su- 
perior quality.  The  knowledge  of  such  a  preju- 
dice, too,  cannot  fail  to  deter  the  capitalist  from 
encountering  it.  The  first  impulse  oi  such  neces- 
sity would  be  discerned  in  the  manufacturing  in 
families  for  their  home  consumption,  and  even 
this  is  slow.  Bui  manufacturing  establishments, 
which  arc  to  afford  employment  lolhe  labor  of  the 
country  upon  a  scale  commensurate  with  our  con- 
dition, require  both  capital  and  skill.  Property  of 
a  considerable  value  must  be  purchased,  improve- 
ments made,  and  costly  machinery  constructed, 
which  are  not  adapted  to  other  pursuits ;  and  in 
the  acquisition  of  skill  capital  also,  as  well  as  time, 


must  be  consumed.    Agriculture  may  I*  fttntuecl 

without  much  capital,  and  there  are  few  who  do 
not  possess  sufficient  knowledge  to  cultivate  the 
land,  in  which  but  little  risk  is  required  ;  but  a 
failure  in  the  manufacturing  enterprise  is  frequent- 
ly attended  with  entire  rum.  The  apprehension 
of  their  risks,  in  competition  with  the  foreigners 
whose  skill  has  been  matured  by  a  century,  and 
whose  capital  has  grown  up  under  the  invigorat- 
ing hand  of  national  encouragement  is,  of  itself, 
sufficient  to  forbid  the  experiment.  It  is,  more- 
over, the  result  of  the  experience  of  all  times  and 
ages  thai  the  success  of  manufactures  has  depended 
upon  governmental  aid  ;  ihey  have  never  flour- 
ished any  where  without  it.  And  if  encourage- 
ment has  been  found  necessary  in  other  nations, 
and  in  early  periods,  how  much  more  is  it  required 
in  this  country,  where,  in  addition  to  the  general 
considerations  and  intrinsic  difficulties  already 
referred  to,  we  have  to  contend  with  the  bounties 
and  premiums  of  other  nations,  conferred  with  the 
express  view  of  stifling  our  infant  enterprise,  and 
preserving  their  mature  ascendency.  Such  a  rival- 
ship  is  too  unequal  to  be  encountered.  Without 
public  aid  the  contest  would  be  hopeless. 

The  case  is  fairly  presented,  then,  sir,  in  which, 
from  various  causes,  our  home  productions  cannot 
stand  a  competition  with  those  of  foreign  nations 
in  our  market ;  and  in  which  our  national  in- 
dustry is  incapable  of  being  stimulated  by  the 
rivalship  of  foreign  industry.  In  such  a  case,  the 
best  writers  upon  political  economy  pronounce 
the  interposition  of  the  Government  necessary.  In 
such  a  cast-  the  most  liberal  aid  cannot  possibly  do 
harm,  since  it  only  accelerates  a  state  of  things 
which  it  is  necessary  for  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try should  take  place.  Sir,  it  would  be  unwise  to 
await  the  slow  and  miserable  progress  of  our  un- 
assisted labor  in  such  a  conflict,  marked,  as  it 
would  be,  by  the  evils  of  individual  want  and  pub- 
lic imbecility.  Nor,  sir,  can  we  forget  our  obliga- 
tion to  those  who  have  already  embarked  their 
fortunes  in  manufacturing  establishments,  in  the 
full  confidence  that  their  efforts  would  becheri.shed 
and  sustained  by  the  national  protection. 

The  degree  in  which  the  encouragement  shall 
be  afforded  is,  then,  sir,  the  only  remaining  ques- 
tion. I  am  willing  that  this  should  be  measured 
by  the  capacity  of  our  labor,  and  the  obstacles  with 
which  it  has  to  contend.  But  it  should  be  suffi- 
cient to  produce  a  successful  rivalship,  and  secure 
the  preference  in  the  home  market.  I  do  not  advo- 
cate the  policy  of  prematurely  drawing  the  labor 
from  one  branch  otindustry  to  another ;  by  extra- 
ordinary encouragement,  or  by  high  duties,  to  create 
a  capacity  which  is  to  be  useful  some  twenty  years 
hence.  But,  where  we  possess  the  capacity,  which, 
by  a  due  preference  in  our  own  market,  would 
supply  our  consumption  with  those  articles,  with 
the  raw  material  of  which  our  own  country 
abounds;  there,  I  contend,  the  duty  becomes  im- 
perious to  cherish  the  capacity,  and  stimulate  it  to 
the  highest  activity.  It  is  in  this  point  of  view, 
among  others,  that  the  policy  of  the  friends  of  the 
tariff"  avoid  the  narrow  construction  now  put  upon 
the  visionary  theories  of  political  economists ;  it  is 


2107 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2108 


I 


H.  or  R. 


Revision  of  the  Tariff. 


April,  1820. 


not  entirely  giving  a  new  direction  to  the  labor  of 
the  country,  or  creating  new  habits  or  employ- 
ments at  a  great  expense  upon  other  classes.  It 
finds  the  capacity  existing;  it  looks  to  the  direc- 
tion which  men's  own  dispositions  and  the  course 
of  events  have  given  to  tlie  labor,  and  finding  it 
struggling  with  a  foreign  competition,  it  steps  in  to 
its  aid,  cherishes  its  resources,  and  secures  them 
the  scope  of  the  home  market.  But  the  relief 
should  be  prompt  and  effectual.  If  the  first  tariff 
had  gone  to  the  extent  now  proposed,  many  of  the 
evils  of  which  we  now  complain  would  have  been 
avoided.  It  is  no  answer  to  say,  that  the  tariff  was 
then  deemed  sufficient ;  and  if  the  manufacturers 
then  believed  it  would  be,  it  only  proves  that  they 
desired  no  extravagant  aid.  One  thing,  however, 
is  certain,  that  Congress  did  not  fix  the  duties  at 
as  high  a  rate  as  was  recommended  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  and  the  result  has  clearly 
proved  its  entire  inadequacy. 

Do  gentlemen  doubt  the  capacity  of  our  labor 
to  supply  our  home  consumption  with  all  the  ar- 
ticles of  prime  necessity — the  great  object  of  every 
provident  government  ?     I  refer  them  to  the  pro- 
gress which  has  been  already  made,  under  all  dis- 
advantages, in  the  manufacture  of  coarse  cottons 
and  woollens,  iron,  glass,  paper,  leather,  and  cord- 
age.    In  quality,  they  are,  in  all  respects,  equal, 
and  in  many  instances  superior,  to  the  foreign  ar- 
ticle.    Cramped  as  we  have  been,  we  have  manu- 
factured  one-third  of  our  cotton  crop,  and  with 
the  few  hands  which  the  owners  of  these  establish- 
ments have  been  able  to  employ,  they  have  sup- 
plied clothing  for  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  grad- 
ually introduced  their  fabrics  into  most  parts  of  the 
interior  of  the  country.     Of  each  of  these  branches 
of  manufactures,  our  own  country  aflbrds  the  raw 
materials  in  abundance,  and  for  the  raw  material 
of  iron,  glass,  leather,  and  cordage,  we  have  no 
demand  abroad.     The  raw  material  of  iron  and 
glass  is  entirely  worthless,  unless  used  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  fabrics  of  this  manufacture,  and 
are  by  that  means  constituted  a  new  and  exhaust- 
less  source  of  wealth  to  the  nation.     If,  therefore, 
we  depend  upon  the  foreign  supply  for  these  articles, 
besides  leaving  our  labor  idle,  we  abandon  this 
source  of  wealth  at  home,  and  pay  a  premium  to 
a  foreign  nation,  for  converting;  unprofitable  mate- 
rials into  articles  of  great  profit  and  advantage  to 
their  labor,  at  our  expense !     And  yet  it  has  been 
said,  in  the  debate,  that  our  manufactures  contri- 
bute nothing  to  the  national  wealth!     Sir,  let  us 
consider  the  operation  of  manufacturing  labor  upon 
the  wealth  of  the  nation.     It  would  appear  to  my 
mind  to  be  a  proposition  too  clear  tor  argument, 
that  a  nation  who  labors  to  supply  its  own  w^ants, 
instead  of  hiring  foreigners  to  do  it,  as  certainly 
grows  rich  by  the  of)eration,  as  does  an  individual 
who  pursues  the  same  process.     If,  instead  of  send- 
ing abroad  twenty  millions  of  dollars  annually,  to 
pay  the  British  manufacturer  for  his  fabrics,  we 
should  make  them  at  home,  by  labor  which  would 
be  otherwise  unemployed,  then  if  we  should  not 
save  to  the  country  that  twenty  millions  of  dollars, 
there  can  be  no  confidence  in  mathematical  cer- 
tainty.   1  invite  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  a 


few  calculations  as  to  the  effect  of  employing  the 
home  labor  in  this  way. 

England  draws  the  raw  material  of  her  cotton, 
woollen,  and  leather  manufactures,  principally, 
from  other  others,  and  yet  Colquhoun  estimates 
her  clear  gain  per  annum,  upon  these  three  arti- 
cles alone,  deducting  the  cost  of  the  raw  material, 
at  fifty-three  million  pounds  sterling.  This  is  the 
result  of  a  system  which  buys  the  raw  material 
and  sells  the  manufactured  article;  but  in  this 
country,  where  we  should  work  up  our  own  raw 
material,  which  we  cannot  easily  dispose  of  in 
any  other  way,  the  effect  would  be  still  more 
striking.  We  have  already  made  sufficient  pro- 
gress in  this  country,  not  only  to  develope  the 
capacity  of  our  labor,  but  to  illustrate  its  condu- 
civeness  to  individual  and  national  wealth.  The 
able  report  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  of  1816,  states  that,  at  that  time, 
1()0,000  persons  were  employed  in  the  cotton  estab- 
lishments alone,  in  the  Lnited  States,  and  that  of 
these,  10,000  were  males  over  seventeen  years, 
66,000  women  and  female  children,  and  24,000 
boys  under  seventeen  years  of  age.  They  era- 
ployed  a  capital  of  §40,000,000.  They  used,  of 
cotton,  27,000,000  pounds,  which,  at  thirty  cents, 
amounted  to  88,000,000,  and  they  produced,  of 
yards,  81,000,000,  which,  at  thirty  cents,  would 
amount  to  S:i4,0<i0,000,  and  yield  a  net  gain  to 
the  country  of  sixteen  million  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  It  ought  to  be  remembered  that,  of 
this  >ura,  at  least  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  went 
into  the  pockets  of  these  100,000  poor  people  em- 
ployed in  the  establishments,  and  blessed  them  with 
competence  and  honest  independence :  it  thus 
passed  into  general  circulation,  and  filled  up  the 
veins  throughout  the  body  of  the  nation.  What, 
give  me  leave  to  ask,  would  have  been  the  condi- 
tion of  these  IiA»,<XK)  people  had  they  not  been  so 
employed  ?  It  is  too  plain  that  they  would  have 
been  in  idleness  and  want — rather  the  objects  of 

ftublic  charity  than  the  active  contributors  to  pub- 
ic wealth ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  sixteen 
million  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  would  have 
passed  out  of  the  country,  and  gone  into  the  pocket 
of  the  foreign  laborer  and  capitalist.  Let  us  ex- 
tend the  calculation  to  our  actual  capacity,  and 
contrast  it  with  the  efl'ects  of  a  foreign  supply. 

Our  exports  of  cotton,  in  one  year,  have  been 
estimated  at  90,000,000  pounds,  which,  at  sixteen 
cents,  would  be  worth  §13,400,000;  our  labor  is 
capable  of  manufacturing  this  at  home ;  but  if  we 
procure  our  supply  from  a  foreign  country,  we 
should  take  270,000,000  yards,  which,  at  sixteen 
cents,  would  amount  to  §43,000,000,  and  we  should 
pay  to  the  foreign  laborer  S29,600,0(X),  which  we 
might  have  paid  to  our  own. 

The  same  report  of  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures  states  that,  in  the  year 
1816,  there  was  invested  in  th»^  establishments  for 
'  the  manufacture  of  wool,  including  buildings  and 
'  machinery,  a  capital  of  §12,000,000 ;  and  esti- 
mated the  raw  material  consumed  at  §7,000,000; 
and  the  increased  value  of  manufacturing  at 
§12,000,000.  By  these  establishments,  therefore, 
even  upon  this  contracted  scale,  we  made  at  home 
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§19,000,000  worth  of  woollen  goods,  which,  if  we 
had  brought  from  Europe,  would  have  cost  the 
sum  of  §12,000,000,  the  value  of  manufacturing. 
Nor  was  the  profits  of  these  operations  confined  to 
the  manufacturing  labor  immediately  employed  ; 
the  capital  which  erected  the  establishments  and 
constructed  the  machinery  enriched  the  mechanic, 
and  that  which  purchased  the  raw  material  went 
into  the  hands  of  the  agriculturist,  which  is  an 
additional  illustration  of  the  universal  diffusion  of 
these  benefits  throughout  all  classes  of  the  com- 
munity. 

Notning  can  be  plainer,  sij,  than  that,  by  this 
operation  of  laboring  at  home,  we  add  a  clear 
gain  to  the  national  stock ;  and  the  force  of  the 
argument  is  not  weakened  by  the  remark  which 
has  been  made,  that  it  puts  nothing  more  into  the 
pocket  of  the  cotton  grower  than  if  the  articles 
nad  been  procured  from  abroad.     It  takes  nothing 
from  him,  but,  while  it  gives  greater  scope  and 
certainty  to  his  market,  it  rewards   the  labor  of 
other  parts  of  the  country  which  otherwise  would 
be  impoverished.     And  can  it  be  denied  that  every 
addition  to  the  general  stock  redounds  to  the  com- 
mon benefit?   Sir,  the  wealth  thus  accumulated  by 
the  individuals,  of  whose  immediate  exertions  it  is 
the  reward,  does  not  lie  idle  in  their  hands ;  it  goes 
directly  into  the  general  circulation.     It  becomes 
the  interest  of  every  class  to  render  the  earnings 
of  their  labor  immediately  and  extensively  profita- 
ble; they  are  laid  out  in  procuring  an  increased 
supply  of  articles  for  consumption ;  in  the  purchase 
and  improvement  of  land  ;  in  the  erection  of  build- 
ings, both  of  taste  and  utility;  in  projecting  roads 
and  canals,  and  in  all  those  liberal  objects  of  pub- 
lic improvement  which  accompany  the  possession 
of  ease  and  riches.     These  again  open  and   pro- 
mote new  sources  of  labor  and  expenditure.     The 
agriculturist  feels   the  impulse  in   the  increased 
value  of  his  land  and  estate;  and,  together  with 
the  merchant  and  all  others,  in  the  abundance  of 
capital  and  facility  of  intercourse,  the  laborer  and 
mechanic  find  full  employment  and  liberal  prices ; 
specie  abounds  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and 
ease   and   plenty   crown    the  exertions  of  every 
branch  of  industry.     This  state  of  things  has  ever 
been  the  result  of^  a  flourishing  state  oi  manufac- 
turing labor  in  all  countries  and  times  in  which  it 
has  been  cherished.     I  can  assure  gentlemen  that 
I  have  witnessed  the  practical  illustration  of  this 
system  upon  that  part  of  the  country  in  which  I 
reside,  when  the  stimulus  of  the  late  war  had 
given  life  and  activity  to  its  industry,  and  put  the 
establishments  upon  the  banks  of  the  Brandywine 
in  full  operation.     And,  sir,  if  I  did  not  feel  too 
keenly  for  those  of  my  fellow-citizens  who  have 
felt  its  effects,  and  for  the  condition  of  a  country, 
for  many  reasons  dear  to  me,  I  could  delineate  the 
melancholy  reverse  which  now  enfeebles  the  hand 
of  labor  and  paralyzes  every  spcies  of  enterprise. 
Nor,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  the  policy  proposed  by  the 
tariff  liable  to  the  objection  which  has  been  urged 
of  increasing  the  price  of  the  articles,  and  thus 
operating  as  a  tax  upon  the  consumer  for  the  en- 
couragement of  a  few  manufacturers.     The  man- 
ufacturers do  not  ask  you  to  enable  them  to  sell 


higher,  but  to  sell  at  all ;  they  do  not  wish  you  to 
raise  the  price  of  their  articles,  but  to  enable  them 
to  sell  in  our  own  markets,  now  monopolized  by 
foreign  bounty.  The  profits  of  the  manufacturer 
dej)end  no  less  upon  the  quantity  sold  than  the 
price  obtained  for  it ;  and  give  the  American  man- 
ufacturer his  own  market,  and  he  desires  no  in- 
crease of  his  price.  Nor  could  he  calculate  upon 
such  an  increase,  when  the  effi*ct  of  the  policy 
would  be  ultimately  to  reduce  the  price  in  a  con- 
siderable degree.  The  price  of  any  article,  whe- 
ther of  foreign  or  domestic  product,  must,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  be  regulated  by  the  proportion  of 
the  supply  to  the  demand.  If  the  supply  be  abun- 
dant, the  price  will  Ik?  low ;  and  if  high,  it  will  be 
scarce. 

The  foreigner  will  always  get  for  his  article  the 
highest  price  he  can.     Tne  home  manufacturer 
will  do  no  more.    It  is  this  proportion  which  keeps 
down  the  price,  where  the  supply  is  a  foreign  one; 
and  why  will  it  not  produce  the  same  effect  where 
it  is  domestic  ?     If  we  possess  the  capacity  to  sup- 
ply the  demand,  as  I  have  shown  we  do,  the  same 
principle  will  operate,  and  the  competition  at  home 
will  produce  the  same  effect  as  that  among  foreign- 
ers, but  it  will  produce  even  a  greater  one.     Our 
opponents  art  obliged  to  admit,  as  especially  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Har- 
bour.) who  has  ingeniously  attempted  to  render  it 
subservient  to  his  argument,  that  our  use  of  im- 
proved machinery  places  us  upon  an  equality  with 
foreign  nations  on  the  score  of  labor,  and  that  in 
all  other  respects  we  have  the  advantage.   If,  then, 
the  foreign  monopoly  were  done  away,  we  could 
bring  the  article  into  the  market  cheaper^  because 
we  save   the   expense   of  distant   transportation. 
We  place  the  manufacturer  and  consumer  by  the 
side  of  each  other,  by  which  means  the  articles  arc 
brought  into  market  unattended   by  the  costs  of 
transportation,  freight,  insurance,  and  the  profits 
of  the  merchant.   But  if  I  were  to  concede,  for  the 
sake  of  argument  merely,  that  the  price  would  be 
higher  for  a  short  time,  it  would  be  but  temporary, 
and  the  increase  of  the  price  immediately  tempt- 
ing the  further  employment  of  labor,  the  supp'y 
would  at  once  become  proportionably  greater.  Tnis 
temporary  enhancement  of  price  would  not  only 
be  compensated  by  an  ultimate  reduction,  but  by 
an  immediate  addition  to  the  national  wealth,  as 
I  have  already  shown.     These  are  the  considera- 
tions which  render  the  apprehensions  on  the  score 
of  high  price  worthless  in  the  eye  of  the  statesman 
who  looks  to  the  lasting  and  substantial  interests 
of  his  country,  who  lays  the  foundation  of  her 
glory  and  independence  upon  a  firm  and  lasting 
basis,  and  compares  the  inconvenience  of  a  tem- 
porary privation  with  the  strength  and  durability 
of  her  future  progress.     I  am  wilhng  to  submit  to 
this  temporary  enhancement  of  price,  if  it  is  to  be 
so,  and  I  am  willing  to  compel  my  constituents  to 
do  so. 

But  it  is  said,  and  with  a  seriousness  which 
would  indicate  it  as  the  chief  source  of  apprehen- 
sion with  our  opponents,  that  this  employment  of 
our  labor  will  be  prejudicial  to  our  agriculture  and 
commerce !    From  the  considerations  I  have  al- 
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ready  endeavored  to  present,  in  the  course  of  ar- 
gument I  have  adopted,  these  objections  would 
appear  to  rae  to  be  groundless,  and  in  a  c[reat  de- 
gree answered.  But  there  are  too  many  sound 
reflections  establishing  a  mutuality  of  interest  in 
the  three  branches  of  industry,  to  be  slightly  pass- 
ed by. 

I  have  already  adverted  to  the  condition  of  our 
commercial  enterprise.  We  have  already  seen 
how  very  much  it  has  been  circumscribed,  and 
that,  without  the  recurrence  of  events  which  we 
cannot  reasonably  anticipate,  it  can  never  expand 
to  ils  former  dimensions.  In  contractinj:  our  wants 
of  foreign  labor,  therefore,  in  the  extent  to  which 
I  have  limited  my  views,  and  in  cherishing,  of  our 
own  manufacture,  articles  of  the  first  necessity,  we 
do  not  abridge  the  commercial  enterprise — we  sim- 
ply employ  the  labor,  which  it  cannot  do,  without 
injury  to  the  nation,  and  we  leave  it  an  ample 
range  for  all  its  means,  in  that  portion  of  the  for- 
eign trade  with  which  we  cannot  now,  and  per- 
haps never  can  dispense.  Sir,  this  abridgment  in 
the  commercial  trade  will  take  place  without  the 
tariff.  We  cannot  long  endure  the  destructive 
balance  of  trade  we  have  already  seen  accumulat- 
ing. We  shall  be  driven  to  contract  our  wants 
by  lessening  our  consumption  ;  our  inability  to  pay 
for  them  will  oblige  us  to  curtail  our  foreign  im- 
portations, whether  we  pass  this  tariff  or  not. 

But  if  we  labor  at  home,  as  we  increase  our 
means  we  shall  increase  our  ability  to  use  those 
articles  of  luxury,  for  which  we  rely  uiwn  the  for- 
eign trade,  and  thus  continually  enlarge  the  sphere 
of  commercial  capital,  and  give  a  new  spring  to 
its  activity. 

The  commercial  labor  and  capital  will  also  find 
additional  employment  in  an  enlarged  coasting 
trade,  to  which  an  improved  home  market  would 
eive  rise,  and  we  cannot  be  unmindful  that,  in  our 
future  progress,  it  may  become  our  privilege  to  sell 
to  others  the  articles  which  we  are  now  compelled 
to  buy  from  them.  The  day  is  not  distant  when 
the  South  American  market  will  open  to  us  a  vent 
for  all  our  surplus,  in  which,  with  the  fostering  aid 
of  our  Government,  we  may  sustain  a  rivalship 
with  every  other  nation.  In  such  an  event,  our 
commercial  activity  would  have  the  most  ample 
scope. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  interest  of  the  agricultu- 
rist in  the  success  of  the  manufacturing  labor,  ap- 
pears to  me  so  manifest  that  I  cannot  suppress  my 
surprise,  that  ingenuity  itself  has  been  able  to  frame 
an  objection  upon  this  part  of  the  subject.  The 
benefits  conferred  upon  the  agricultural  interest 
have  served,  more  than  any  thing  else,  to  fix  my 
conviction  in  favor  of  this  tariff. 

I  have  already  adverted  to  the  present  depressed 
and  embarrassed  state  of  our  agriculture,  and  have 
endeavored  to  show  the  general  spirit  of  energy 
and  exertion  which  the  accumulation  of  wealth, 
by  the  employment  of  the  home  labor  must  pro- 
duce, and  the  manner  in  which  its  first  spring 
would  be  felt  by  the  agricultural  interest.  As  the 
agricultural  labor  is  at  the  end  of  the  foundation 
of  every  other,  it  is  the  first  to  share  in  their  pros- 
perity ;  the  success  of  manufactories  cannot  subdue 


it  from  the  labor  employed  in  agriculture,  as  has 
been  argued,  and  must,  therefore  only  impart  new 
vigor  to  its  energies.  The  national  encourage- 
ment, confined  to  the  objects  which  I  have  speci- 
fied, would  do  no  more  than  employ  that  portion 
of  labor  which  the  weakness  of  the  demand  renders 
useless  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  the  manufac- 
tures alluded  to  would  be  conducted  principally  by 
new  labor,  or  labor  that  could  not  be  otherwise 
j  employed,  but  would  be  idle  and  unproductive. 
j  We  have  seen  that  labor  in  manufacturing  estab- 
!  lishments  consists,  for  the  most  part,  in  machinery, 
\  and  women  and  children,  and,  in  addition  to  the 
'  remarks  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
j  ^Mr.  Barbour,)  demonstrating  the  wonderful  ef- 
,  tect  of  machinery,  it  may  be  observed,  that  the 
use  of  it  is  a  clear  addition  to  the  national  labor, 
requiring  no  expense  to  support  it.  The  use  of  this 
powerful  auxiliarv,  breaks  up  all  the  foundations 
upon  which  the  old  objection  rests,  that,  in  new 
countries  and  a  thin  population,  manufactures  are 
injurious.  The  employment  of  women  and  chil- 
dren open  to  the  farmer  new  sources  of  profit,  by 
offering  new  occupations  to  his  family,  and  con- 
tributing to  their  subsistence.  I  do  not  admit  the 
dangerous  influence  of  such  occupation  upon  the 
morals  of  the  children.  There  is  no  sound  theory 
which  authorizes  us  to  infer  that  constant  employ- 
ment, rather  than  idleness  and  poverty,  injures  the 
moral  character ;  and  my  own  observation  direct- 
ly contradicts  the  assertion.  I  do  not  believe  there 
is  any  district  of  country  in  which  there  is  less  vice 
and  criminality,  than  in  the  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments in  the  vicinity  of  my  residence,  and  par- 
ticularly those  located  upon  the  Brandywine.  In 
these  establishments  there  are  hundreds  of  poor 
children  employed,  and  I  am  sure  that  the  utmost 
attention  is  paid  to  their  moral  habits,  and  a  sys- 
tem of  schools  and  education  have  been  founded, 
througTi  the  liberality  of  their  employers,  which 
yield  them  a  fund  of  instruction  w^hich  they  could 
never  hope  to  acquire  from  the  poverty  of  their 
parents. 

But  even  if  a  few  hands  should  be  taken  from 
the  agricultural  pursuits,  no  injury  could  result 
from  it.  We  already  raise  more  than  we  can  send 
abroad,  and  the  effect  would  only  be  to  improve 
the  soil,  and  raise  more  from  fewer  acres,  and  with 
less  labor,  and  of  consequence  with  greater  profit; 
a  system  of  cultivation  which,  I  believe,  it  is  the 
interest  of  every  agriculturist  to  pursue.  We  cul- 
tivate too  much  poor  land,  and  waste  our  labor 
upon  an  impoverished  soil. 

The  great  interest,  however,  which  the  agricul- 
turist has  in  the  success  of  manufactures,  is  the 
home  market  which  they  afford  for  his  surplus 
products;  a  consideration  in  which  is  involved 
every  motive  which  is  calculated  to  invigorate 
agricultural  labor,  and  secure  the  national  inde- 
pendence. 

The  home  market  is  both  of  greater  scope  and 
of  much  more  certainty  than  the  foreign  market ; 
it  increases  with  the  growth  of  the  country,  and 
enlarges  with  the  sphere  of  our  wants.  If  we  drew 
our  supplies  from  our  own  manufacturing  labor, 
the  demand  for  the  raw  material  and  the  agricul- 
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tural  product,  would  preserve  the  proi)er  propor- 
tion, and  insure  their  consumption  without  a  de- 
pendence upon  foreign  demand.  The  state  of  a 
foreign  market  depends  upon  the  wants  and  policy 
of  foreign  interests,  never  favorable  to  ours,  ani 
often  conflicting  with  them.  It  is  completely  at 
the  mercy  not  only  of  the  disputes  of  foreign  na- 
tions with  us,  but  also  of  their  particular  relations 
am<mg  themselves,  which  we  cannot  either  avert 
or  control.  If  our  market  is  abroad,  the  arrival  of 
every  ship  will  produce  a  fluctuation,  and  either 
reduce  our  prices,  or  raise  them,  to  be  again  sud- 
denly depressed,  baflling  the  most  prudent  calcu- 
lations of"  the  farmer.  If  it  is  at  home,  the  vary- 
ing course  of  foreign  policy  cannot  affect  it :  things 
flow  on  in  an  even  channel,  and  the  la'bors  of  the 
agriculturist  and  manufacturer  mutually  cheer 
each  other,  and  impart  new  vigor  to  the  home 
labor. 

I  do  not  attach  any  weight  to  the  argument 
which  urges  the  inadequacy  of  the  home  market. 
If  the  branches  of  manufactures,  to  which  I  have 

{)rincipally  adverted,  were  in  full  operation,  their 
abor  would  rely  entirely  for  their  supply  upon  the 
agricultural  class,  instead  of  raising  for  them- 
selves, as  they  are  now  compelled  to  do  from  ne- 
cessity ;  and  they  would  certainly  consume  and 
require  as  much  as  the  foreign  labor.  The  con- 
sideration applies  with  peculiar  force  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  where  the  agricultural  labor,  from  the 
great  diversity  of  soil  and  climate,  find  the  best 
profit  in  the  production  of  articles  peculiarly 
adapted  to  the  manufacturing  demand.  The  de- 
mand of  the  agriculturist  for  the  products  of  the 
woollen,  cotton,  iron,  and  glass  manufacturer,  of 
the  maker  of  paper  and  leather,  of  the  hatters,  ful- 
lers, and  dyers,  and  the  numerous  other  trades  con- 
nected with  these,  is  extensive  and  constant,  and 
it  is  impossible  to  suppose  that  all  these,  when  in 
full  operation,  will  not  furnish  a  complete  market 
for  the  agricultural  produce  which  will,  of  neces- 
sity, be  adapted  to  the  demand,  by  which  means  a 
market  would  be  afforded  for  many  of  the  agricul- 
tural products  in  a  much  greater  extent  than  could 
be  otherwise  expected,  such  as  the  ores  of  iron  and 
glass,  coal,  fuel  of  all  kinds,  vegetables,  dye-stuffs, 
and  grain  itself,  where  it  is  used  in  some  branches 
of  manufacture  for  other  than  the  purpose  of  food. 
There  would  also  be  an  increased  and  increasing 
demand,  by  multiplying  the  number  of  consumers 
by  ernigration  from  foreign  countries,  and  by  in- 
creasing the  capacity  to  consume.  Men  live  m 
proportion  to  their  means — abundance  flows  in 
the  train  of  riches,  and  the  consumption  is  always 
in  proportion  to  the  wealth  of  the  consumers. 

But  the  home  market  will  also  be  more  perma- 
nent, since  it  will  always  depend  upon  our  own 
wants  and  condition.  Foreign  nations  possess 
both  the  disposition  and  ability  to  depress  our 
agricultural  labor;  and  though  gentlemen  now 
affect  to  attach  more  importance  to  the  apprehen- 
sion of  their  capacity  to  undersell  us  in  our  own 
market,  they  should  not  overlook  a  danger  much 
more  imminent  and  equally  fatal — their  capacity 
to  dispense  with  our  productions  in  their  market. 
When  such  an  event,  to  which  the  whole  scope 
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of  foreign  policy  is  tending,  shall  happen,  the  im- 
portance of  the  home  market  will  be  taught  by  a 
necessity  which  a  wise  foresight  should  now  pro- 
vide against. 

I  have  already  adverted  to  the  redundant  popu- 
lation which  the  present  state  of  Eurojie  will  »e- 
cessarily  employ  in  agricultural  pursuits,  which 
are  presented  in  the  wide  scoj)e  of  territory  which 
each  of  those  Powers  possess.  England  herself 
has  much  land  which  she  may  yet  reduce  to  cul- 
tivation, so  that  every  year  they  will  diminish 
their  wants  of  our  supply.  I  entreat  gentlemen 
from  the  South  to  consider  the  argument,  in  re^ 
^rd  to  the  single  article  of  cotton,  as  illustrating 
Its  fullest  force.  Foreign  nations  are  annually 
taking  less  of  this  article  from  the  United  States, 
and  using  every  means  in  their  power  to  dispense 
with  our  supply  altogether.  Even  England,  from 
whom  we  must  procure  our  fabrics,  unless  we  de- 
termine to  work  for  ourselves,  is  annually  increas- 
ing her  supply  from  India  and  Brazil,  and  les- 
sening it  from  us;  and  it  will  be  observed,  by  a 
reference  to  Seybert's  Statistics,  that,  while  her 
importations  from  the  United  States  are  nearly 
stationary',  those  from  India  and  Brazil  are  quad- 
rupled, and  yet  we  hesitate  to  provide  a  market  at 
home,  and  counteract  a  foreign  policy  which  rears 
its  industry  upon  the  ruins  of  our  prosperity! 
Foreigners  rival  us  in  the  raw  material  of  cotton, 
wool,  iron,  glass,  and  paper ;  they  render  ours 
useless  at  home  by  refusing  to  receive  them  from 
us,  and  yet  compel  us  to  pay  them  for  working  up 
their  own  for  our  use  I 

The  home  market  would  reconcile  the  interests 
of  every  section  of  the  Union,  and  convert  the  only 
diversities  which  ought  ever  to  exist  in  this  coun- 
try— those  of  soil  and  climate — into  common  bles- 
sings and  sources  of  national  prosperity.  By  it  the 
three  great  branches  of  industry  would  equally  . 
redound  to  the  general  good  ;  they  would  be  united 
by  the  same  bond  and  labor  for  the  same  purpose; 
their  profits  would  flow  in  a  common  channel,  and 
fructify  a  common  country. 

Suppose  it  should  be  conceded,  as  has  been  con- 
tended, that  the  manufacturing  establishments 
would  be  principally  located  in  the  Eastern  and 
Middle,  and  some  of  the  Western  States;  their 
dependence  upon  the  South  for  the  supply  of  the 
raw  material  would  necessarily  produce  a  common 
interest  throughout  the  whole.  The  cotton,  wool, 
indigo,  hemp,  rice,  and  sugar,  of  the  South  and 
West,  would  be  exchanged  for  the  manufactured 
productions  of  the  other  parts  of  the  Union,  and 
thus  produce  a  course  of  trade  equally  beneficial 
to  all  parts  of  the  community,  and  not  less  profit- 
able than  any  foreign  commerce  upon  which  we 
can  calculate. 

If  I  had  not  already  consumed  more  than  my 
share  of  the  time  of  the  House,  I  could  easily  show 
the  superior  advantages  of  the  employment  of  cap- 
ital in  the  home  trade,  to  the  extent  now  contem- 
plated, referring  to  both  England  and  France  for 
an  illustration.  It  will  be  sufficient,  however, 
merely  to  glance  at  the  course  of  such  a  trade  in 
the  United  States.  The  merchant  at  Charleston, 
for  example,  would  lay  out  a  capital  of  twenty 
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thousand  dollars  in  produce  purchased  of  the  West- 
ern farmer,  which  he  would  sell  to  the  planters  of 
the  South  for  cotton  worth  twenty-four  thousand 
dollars.  This  he  would  ship  to  the  Easttrn  or 
Middle  States,  and  exchange  it  for  twenty-ei^ht 
thousand  dollars  worth  of  manufactured  articles, 
with  which  the  demands  of  the  South  would  be 
supplied.  It  must  be  perceived  at  once  that,  in 
every  step  of  this  progress,  the  home  labor  is  stim- 
ulated ;  the  industry  of  our  own  citizens  in  the 
North,  South,  and  West,  is  equally  benefited  to 
the  full  amount  of  the  capital  employed,  which  is 
kept  rapidly  and  constantly  circulating.  But  if  the 
merchant  of  Charleston  should  exchange  his  West- 
ern produce  or  Southern  cotton  in  Europe,  for 
foreign  goods,  the  labor  of  this  country  would  be 
benefited  only  to  the  extent  of  his  profits,  and  his 
capital  would  be  employed  as  much  for  the  benefit 
of  foreigners  as  that  oi  our  citizens,  of  which  we 
are  every  day  feeling  the  evil  effects.  We  are 
sensible  of  the  evil,  and  we  cannot  mistake  the 
remedy. 

We  possess  a  country  highly  favored  by  Provi- 
dence, filled  with  resources  ample  for  all  our  wants. 
It  is  for  us  to  adopt  a  system  of  policy  which  shall 
dnur  them  forth,  and  make  them  active,  and 
wb^h  shall  protect  the  home  labor  against  foreign 
coi^petition,  and  which  shall  provide  the  home 
market  accessible  by  roads  and  canals. 

I  owe  the  House  an  apology  for  having  con- 
sumed so  much  time,  and  will  only  repeat  my  hope 
that  the  motion  may  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Lowndes  said,  that,  after  the  view  which 
had  been  taken  of  the  question  before  the  House 
by  his  friends  who  had  already  spoken,  he  should 
not  attempt  a  systematic  exposition  of  the  grounds 


of  his  vote ;  because,  in  doing  so,  he  would  be 


obliged  to  employ  arguments  which  they  had  stated 
more  clearly  and  strongly  than  he  could  do.  On 
this  account  his  observations  must  be  very  desul- 


tory. 

The  question 
useful ;   a 


were 


was  not  whether  manufactures 
great  deal  of  trouble  had  been 
taken  to  prove  what  nobody  denied.  Nor  was 
it  even  the  question,  whether  it  was  the  policy  of 
the  Government  to  encourage  them  by  duties  upon 
foreign  importations.  His  friends  had  shown,  by 
arguments  which  had  not  been  answered,  that  that 
employment  of  industry  which  afforded  the  most 
profit  to  the  individual,  would  ordinarily  conduce 
most  to  the  wealth  of  the  Slate,  and  that  the  du- 
ties or  prohibitions  which  should  direct  any  portion 
of  the  labor  of  the  country  to  a  business  wnich  it 
could  not  otherwise  engage  in,  would  usually  be 
found  to  substitute  a  less  profitable  employment 
for  one  which  was  more  so.  If  they  are  right,  the 
present  bill,  which  proposed  a  large  additional  en- 
couragement to  particular  branches  of  industry, 
must  be  entirely  indefensible ;  but,  if  there  were 
doubt  as  to  the  correctness  of  opinions,  (which  i 
they  held  in  common  with  every  political  econo  | 
mist,  to  whose  work  time  had  given  its  sanction,) 
this  doubt  was  enough  to  dissuade  the  House  from 
further  interference  on  a  subject  on  which  they 
had,  perhaos,  already  gone  too  far.  While  his 
principal  ooject  would  be  to  show  that  the  en- 


couragement already  afforded  was  as  great  as 
could  reasonably  be  granted,  he  wished,  before  he 
engaged  in  an  inquiry  into  the  degree  of  encou- 
ragement, to  advert  to  some  general  principles 
which  he  supposed  to  be  involved  in  the  discussion. 

The  gentleman  from  Delaware,  (Mr.  McLane,) 
whose  argument  he  had  heard  with  as  much  atten- 
tion and  pleasure  as  any  of  those  who  most  fully 
concurred  in  his  opinions,  had  proposed  no  partial 
or  sectional  objects.  He  wished  to  encourage  the 
industry  of  the  nation  ;  to  raise  the  value  of  labor 
and  capital  employed  in  every  pursuit.  This  was 
very  patriotic,  but  very  impracticable.  We  can- 
not create  capital.  We  are  not  magicians  or  alchy- 
mists.  We  can  do  no  more  than  to  produce  a 
change  in  "the  distribution  of  labor  among  the  dif- 
ferent employments  of  life ;  and,  if  we  increase  the 
profits  of  any  branch  of  industry  by  our  legislation, 
it  must  be  by  taking  from  one  class  what  we  give 
to  the  other.  Perhaps  the  general  good  might  be 
promoted  by  such  an  act,  (he  was  not  now  enter- 
ing into  this  question;)  pernaps  the  class  at  wiiose 
expense  the  interests  of  another  class  were  to  be 
promoted,  might  ultimately  be  indemnified  for  a 
temporary  sacrifice;  but  the  expectation  must  be 
utterly  illusory,  that  a  bounty  could  be  given  to 
any  branch  of  industry  without,  at  least,  a  tempo- 
rary sacrifice  by  some  others. 

It  was  plain  that  the  defence  of  the  bill  before 
the  House  implied  that  the  industry  employed  in 
manufactures  at  home,  should  be  more  encouraged 
by  the  Government  than  that  which  was  engaged 
in  procuring  for  us  the  produce  of  foreign  coun- 
tries, in  exchange  for  the  labor  or  produce  of  our 
own.  The  first  was  called  the  home  industry,  and 
the  phrase  had  no  small  influence  in  the  discus- 
sion. In  purchasing  commodities  imported  from 
abroad,  we  are  supposed  to  encourage  principally 
the  industry  of  a  loreign  State.  Plausible  as  this 
view  might  appear,  he  thought  that  even  a  slight 
examination  ot  the  subject  would  show  that  man- 
ufactures and  commerce  might  be  equally  produc- 
tive, and  might  equally  encourage  ''home  indus- 
try." 

Between  the  results  of  commercial  and  manu- 
facturing industry,  the  difference  is  not  as  great  a:» 
it  has  been  represented.  In  manufactures  a  ma- 
terial of  inferior  value  receives  a  change  in  its 
form  which  adds  greatly  to  its  utility.  The  fabri- 
cation which  IS  completed  in  our  country  affords 
a  profit,  which  is  equal  to  the  difference  in  value 
between  the  raw  material  and  the  manufactured 
article,  after  deducting  the  expense  of  manufacture. 
In  commerce  a  material  of  inferior  value  is  car- 
ried abroad,  and  converted  into  an  article  (or  ex- 
changed for  one)  which  to  us  is  much  more  valu- 
able. The  conversion  affords  us,  as  in  the  first 
case,  a  profit,  which  is  equal  to  the  difference  in 
value  between  the  original  article  and  the  ex- 
changed product,  after  deducting  the  expense  of 
the  exchange.  If  a  thousand  people,  in  a  corner 
of  our  country,  make  among  them  all  the  provi- 
sions which  they  consume,  and  in  addition  to 
these  furnish,  by  their  industry,  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  worth  of  broad  cloth,  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  they  add  more  to  the  wealth  of  the  State 
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than  the  same  number  of  people  would  do  distrib- 
uted among  the  employments  of  merchants,  sailors, 
and  farmers,  who,  after  supporting  themselves, 
should  exchange  the  surplus  productions  of  a  part 
of  them  (enhanced  in  value  by  the  other  part  which 
transports  and  exchanges  them)  for  the  same 
amount  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  broad 
cloth,  the  same  value  of  the  same  article.  If,  by 
high  duties  or  by  positive  laws  we  could  force  these 
merchants  and  seamen  to  stay  at  home,  and  their 
capital  and  industry  should  produce,  as  before,  the 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  worth  of  broad 
cloth,  the  article,  although  fabricated  in  the  coun- 
try, would  not  more  be  the  result  of  American  in- 
dustry (for  the  purpose  of  this  argument)  than  if 
it  had  been  obtained  by  the  other  process  of  mari- 
time adventure.  It  is  quite  natural  to  consider  the 
foreign  manufacture  as  entirely  the  product,  and 
its  purchase  as  the  encouragement  of  foreign  in- 
dustry. But  how  did  we  ^et  it?  Whatever  may 
be  the  amount  of  foreign  labrics  which  are  spread 
over  our  country,  if  it  be  the  industry  of  Europe 
which  produces,  it  is  the  industry  of  America 
which  acquires  them. 

The  industry  employed  in  commerce,  then,  is 
American   industry,  and  the  acquisition  even  of 
foreign  fabrics  is  the  result  of  American  industry 
and  Its  encouragement.     He  should  have  an  op- 
portunity of  illustrating  this  view  when  he  came 
to  treat  of  a  branch  of  trade  which  the  bill  before 
the  House  proscribed — he  meant  the  East  India 
trade.   He  could,  for  the  present,  observe  only  that 
the   importation   of  foreign    fabrics  acquired   by  , 
American  industry,  if  they  were  furnished  at  a 
lower  price  than  our  manufacturers  could  afford  i 
to  sell  at,  produced  the  same  loss  and  the  same  i 
benefit  as  the  introduction  of  any  new  machinery,  I 
or  of  any  simpler  process  which  would  lessen  the 
expense  of  fabrication.      In  employing  the  saw  | 
mill  or  the  spinning  jenny,  we  acted  upon  the  | 
same  principleof  getting  what  we  wanted  as  cheap  : 
as  we  could,  and  we  produced  the  same  distress  in 
throwing  out  of  employment  the  persons  whose 
ruder  industry  could  not  stand  this  new  competi- 
tion.     There  was  one  admission,  however,  wnich 
he  frankly  made ;  the  effect  upon  home  indu.stry 
was  the  same  of  improved  machinery  or  of  foreign 
trade  —  but  the  trade  which   benefited   ourselves 
benefited  also  the  country,  whose  wants  we  sup- 
plied, or  whose  products  we  consumed.     Let  this 
objection  have  whatever  weight  it  was  entitled  to. 
Its  principle  was  not  so  much  anti-commercial  as 
anti-social. 

In  encouraging,  then,  the  manufactures  of  the 
country  by  duties  upon  importation,  his  friend  from 
Delaware  would  do  the  very  thing  which  he  meant 
to  avoid — he  would  promote  pne  branch  of  Amer- 
ican industry  at  the  expense  of  another.  But  whe- 
ther this  control  of  individual  industry  was  right, 
he  meant  to  leave  to  the  arguments  of  his  friends 
from  Virginia.  It  had  been  said  that  the  plan  of 
encouraging  particular  branches  of  industry  had 
bien  applied  to  commerce  as  well  a.s  manufactures. 
This  was  no  decisive  recommendation  of  it.  If 
the  nation  had  been  taxed  to  encourage  commerce, 
it  was  a  poor  indemnity,  (it  was  not  exactly  a 


compensation  of  errors,)  that  it  should  be  taxed  for 
the  support  of  manufactures.  There  was  too 
some  little  difference  between  the  two  cases.  Taxes 
for  the  support  of  Government  were  laid  upon  com- 
merce; these  were  paid  by  the  consumers  of  for- 
eign merchandise,  and  whatever  the  expenses  on 
account  of  commerce  may  have  been,  they  were 
expenses  which  commerce  herself  was  made  to 
pay.  The  merchant,  or  the  purchaser  of  foreign 
articles,  received,  if  you  please,  some  relief  from 
the  credit  which  was  allowed  upon  the  i)ayment  of 
duties;  but  he  certainly  received  nothing  from  con- 
tributioui  which  were  paid  by  any  other  class  in 
the  community. 

Exclusive  advantages,  indeed,  have  been  given 
to  the  navigating  interest.  The  principal  interest 
of  it  was  the  mononoly  of  the  coasting  trade.  This 
was  connected  with  considerations  of  defence,  not 
of  profit— to  support  not  our  merchants,  but  our 
navy.     But  what  was  the  extent  of  the  bounty? 


navy. 

In  the  direct  trade  with  the  first  navigating  coim- 
try  in  the  world  (England)  our  ships  obtained, 
without  any  discrimination  in  the  duties,  the  larger 
part  of  the  navigation.  Could  the  ships  of  foreign 
nations,  unable  successfully  to  compete  with  ours 
in  foreign  trade,  have  carried  on  the  coasting  trade 
on  lower  terms  than  our  own?  No  other  interest 
has  contributed  a  bounty  to  commerce,  and  the 
discrimination  in  favor  ot  American  navigation,  in 
the  only  instances  in  which  it  could  be  expected 
to  operate,  (if  it  ever  operated  at  all,)  was  a  dis- 
crimination of  ten  per  cent. 

Theencouragement  of  manufactures  in  the  mode 
proposed,  whether  the  thing  were  right  or  wrong, 
mu>t  produce  two  effects — the  one,  that  of  with- 
drawing labor  and  capital  from  commerce  or  ag- 
riculture, and  thus  enlarging  the  whole  amount 
employed    in    manufactures — the   other,   that   of 
effecting  the  distribution  of  labor  and  capital  among 
the  different  branches  of  manufactures  themselves. 
He  would  say  nothing  of  the  first  effect,  but  the 
second  must  l>c  allowed  to  be  one  of  unmixed 
injury.     Admit  that  it  is  our  interest  to  manufac- 
ture articles  which  we  could  procure  at  cheaper 
rates  from  abroad,  it  must  be  still  more  our  interest 
to  manufacture  buch  as  prove  themselves  adapted 
to  our  circumstances  by  being  able  to  bear  foreign 
competition.     Our  capital  and  labor  are  limited, 
and,  in  directing  the  largest  amount  of  these  into 
branches  which  require  most  encouragement,  we 
really  divert  them  from  those  into  which  they  would 
flow  with  most  advantage.     Thus,  every  branch 
of  industry  which  is  entirely  safe  from  foreign  com- 
petition, and  in  respect  to  which  protecting  duties 
may  be  considered  as  nominal,  must  be  injured  by 
the  encouragement  of  those  which  draw  from  them 
their  resources  of  capital  and  labor.     We  have 
many  branches  of  industry  among  those  whic^ 
may  be  expected  to  be  first  established  in  every 
country,  which  seem  not  to  be  more  prosperous  now 
than  they  were  thirty  years  ago,  nor  are  the  articles 
which  they  furnish  by  any  means  at  so  low  a  price. 
What  are  called  the  mechanic  arts  are  generalljr 
in  this  class.     Why  is  this  so?    Because  Govern- 
ment, in  fact,  bids  against  them  ;  because  the  op- 
eration of  this  system  of  duties  must  be  relatire^ 
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and,  in  encouraging  one  branch  of  industry,  we 
necessarily  discourage  another.  Look  at  the  iron 
manufactory  as  a  proof  of  this.  It  is  said  to  want 
yet  further  encouragement,  recently  as  the  duties 
nave  been  raised,  and,  it  is  true,  (he  had  the  proof 
of  it  upon  his  table,)  that  the  profits  of  the  iron- 
master were  greater  before  the  Revolution  than 
they  had  been  for  some  past  years ;  greater  when 
our  capital  and  population  were  sraall,  and  foreign 
competition  unrestricted,  than  when  all  these  cir- 
cumstances were  changed  in  our  favor.  To  all 
that  industry,  whether  agricultural  or  manufactu- 
ring, which  is  safe  from  foreign  competition,  the 
system  of  "  encouraging  domestic  industry"  can 
give  no  advantage,  but  it  must  share  in  the  ourden 
without  participating  in  the  profits.  We  exported 
the  last  year,  he  believed,  manufactured  goods  to 
the  amount  of  three  millions.  The  establishments 
which  furnished  these  could  not  gain  by  duties 
upon  importation ;  but  their  expenses  would  be 
increased,  though  their  profits  could  not. 

Mr.  L.  enlarged  for  some  time  upon  this  subject, 
and  attempted  to  show  that  the  system  of  laying  a 
high  duty  upon  every  process  of  manufacture  must 
frequently  produce  this  effect ;  that,  to  encourage 
a  manufacture  which  employs  but  a  small  number 
of  hands,  and  is  comparatively  unimportant,  we 
may  raise  so  high  the  price  of  an  article  which 
supports  the  industry  and  subserves  the  comfort  of 
a  large  class  of  the  community,  as  to  produce  gen- 
eral inconvenience.     He  appealed  not  to  theory  but 
to  fact.     We  were  anxious  in  1816  to  encourage 
the  rolling  of  copper.     We  did  so,  and  laid  a  duty 
upon  copper  in  sheets.     Our  plan  has,  in  part,  suc- 
ceeded. Two  establishments  have  been  maintained, 
which  are  said  to  employ  fifty-four  workmen  ;  and 
it  is  computed  that  four  thousand  industrious  men, 
the  braziers  who  work  up  this  copper,  (whose  in- 
dustry even  began  to  furnish  articles  for  exporta- 
tion,) have  suffered    heavy   and   general    injury, 
which  has  extended  to  all  their  customers — to  a 
large  portion  of  the  community. 

The  view  on  which  peculiar  reliance  appeared 
to  be  placed  for  the  defence  of  this  bill  was  that 
which  was  connected  with  the  alleged  failure  of 
our  policy  hitherto  in  respect  both  to  the  industry 
and  revenue  of  the  country.  He  had  heard  these 
arguments  with  surprise.  He  should  hereafter 
make  some  observations  upon  a  comparison  between 
our  import  duties  and  those  of  the  nations  of  Europe. 
But,  was  it  enough  to  condemn  our  policy  that  it 
•was  not  European  ?  It  is  yet  more  true  of  internal 
taxes  than  of  impost,  that  the  nations  of  Europe 
are  very  far  in  advance  of  us.  Their  establish- 
ments of  other  kinds  differ  more  than  their  tariffs 
from  those  of  the  United  States.  We  had  ventured, 
however  rash  it  might  be  thought,  "  to  adopt  prin- 
ciples which  had  not  been  tested"  by  their  experi- 
ence. And,  had  we  suffered  for  our  temerity  ? 
Had  our  experiment  really  failed  ?  What  nation 
in  Europe  had  advanced  more  rapidly  to  prosperity 
and  wealth  by  the  most  successful  wars,  than  had 
the  United  States  without  a  conquest,  by  the  mere 
development  and  natural  growth  of  their  resources? 
Let  their  policy  be  changed  if  it  must  be  so,  but  let 
hem  not  be  ungrateful  to  the  wisdom  which  had 


directed,  to  the  Providence  which  had  favored 
them.  The  nominal  value  of  property  might 
change;  the  currency  might  rise  or  depreciate; 
but  a  population  quadrupled  in  less  than  fifty  years, 
and  a  production  increased  in  a  yet  larger  propor- 
tion, furnished  no  evidence  to  condemn  the  scheme 
under  which  security  had  resulted.  Independently 
of  the  protection  of  property,  which  our  laws  af- 
forded, the  principal  cause  of  a  growth  so  extra- 
ordinary must  be  found  in  the  high  rewards  of 
labor.  In  new  countries,  where  land  is  yet  not 
fully  appropriated,  labor  always  obtains  a  high 
price  in  the  raw  produce  of  the  earth,  and  generally 
but  a  small  one  in  manufactured  articles.  It  has 
been  the  happy  peculiarity  of  our  situation  and  of 
our  policy  that  the  laborer  has  obtained  as  large 
an  amount  as  any  where  else  of  the  necessaries 
which  agriculture  furnishes,  and  a  much  larger  one 
of  the  comforts  which  manufactures  provide.  The 
statesmen  may  mar  his  condition,  but  cannot  mend 
it.     He  cannot  raise  his  wages  estimated  in  the 

Eroduce  of  the  earth,  and  by  a  large  foreign  import 
e  must  lower  his  wages  if  you  estimate  them  in 
the  manufactures  which  he  must  consume. 

But  our  scheme  of  revenue  has  failed.  The 
House  would  have  hereafter  a  better  opportunity 
of  examining  this  subject  than  they  now  have. 
He  would  not  represent  the  state  of  the  revenue 
as  prosperous — but  perhaps  it  was  a  proof  that  the 
prosperity  of  a  few  years  had  rendered  our  expec- 
tations unreasonable,  that  we  looked  almost  with 
dismay  upon  the  finances  of  a  year,  in  which,  if 
we  deduct  what  we  propose  to  borrow,  from  what 
wepay  of  public  debt,  there  will  still  be  an  amount 
of  debt  extinguished,  of  upwards  of  two  millions 
and  a  half  ^about  half  of  which  will  be  Mississippi 
stock.)  Alter  paying  every  current  expense,  and 
applying  large  sums  in  increasing  the  iVavy  and 
fortifications  of  the  country,  we  should  owe  less 
by  upwards  of  two  millions  and  a  half,  on  the  1st 
of  January,  1821^  than  we  did  on  the  1st  of  last 
January.*  He  did  not  think,  that  the  prospects  of 
succeeding  years,  (looking  to  the  average olseveral 
years)  were  as  bad  as  they  had  been  represented, 
unless  they  were  made  so  by  this  bill.  If  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  proposed  to  open  new 
sources  of  revenue,  his  scheme  would  deserve  the 
examination  of  the  House.  But,  if  Mr.  L.  under- 
stood his  plan,  it  was  founded  on  a  notion  which 
was  erroneous  in  its  principle,  and  must  be  oppres- 
sive in  its  application. 

The  revenue  which  the  impost  furnishes,  is  paid 
by  the  consumer,  and  not  by  the  merchant.     It  is 

Eaid  in  the  enhanced  price  of  the  article  which  he 
uys.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  seems 
to  think,  that,  if,  by  excluding  this  article,  he  is 
forced  to  consume  only  the  domestic  fabric,  the 
Government,  which  has  not  received  its  accustomed 
duty  upon  the  importation  of  foreign,  may  collect 
the  same  amount  by  an  excise  upon  domestic  ar- 

*  This  statement  was  founded  upon  the  supposition 
that  one  million  and  a  half  would  be  borrowed.  If  the 
loan,  as  apf>ear8  now  to  be  probable,  should  be  of  three 
millions,  the  actual  reduction  of  debt  in  the  year  1620 
will  be  only  one  million. 


tides.  "  The  money  has  not  been  carried  out  of 
the  country."  If,  indeed,  by  ceasing  to  import  the 
foreign  fabric,  the  domestic  article  is  furnished  to 
the  consumer  at  a  lower  price,  he  may  pay  a  tax 
upon  it — but  the  tax  which  was  paid  in  the  price 
ot  the  article  is  not  reduced  by  its  exclusion ;  it  is, 
indeed,  so  far  as  the  farmer  is  concerned,  increased — 
he  pays  more  for  the  articles  which  he  buys  ;  his 
expenses  are  greater ;  his  clear  revenue  less.  Is 
there  any  legCTderaain  by  which,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, his  ability  to  pay  taxes  can  be  in- 
creased 1  You  tell  him  that  he  paid  before  a  cer- 
tain tax  to  the  Government,  and  that  he  does  not 
pay  it  now  ;  he  answers  you,  that  he  pays  a  higher 
tax,  because  he  pays  a  higher  price  now  than  he 
did  formerly,  and  that  it  is  not  his  fault  that  this 
tax  goes  into  the  pocket  of  the  manufacturer,  and 
not  into  the  public  Treasury.  If.  in  addition  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  foreign  article,  you  lay  an  ex- 
cise upon  the  domestic  product,  it  is  evident  that 
the  country  must  pay  a  double  tax,  although  the 
Government  will  not  receive  it.  It  is  hardly  pos- 
sible, however,  to  reason  upon  this  subject.  The 
ability  to  pay  taxes  must  be  diminished  by  every 
thing  which  adds  to  the  expenses  (as  the  exclusion 
of  foreign  goods  must  do)  of  those  who  are  to  pay 
them. 

Something  had  been  saidof  the  expenses  of  col- 
lecting a  duty  upon  domestic  goods,  and  the  higher 
expense  of  excluding  foreign  goods  seemed  to  be 
forgotten. 

Some  gentlemen  admit  that  the  proposition  of 
his  friends  from  Virginia,  that  individuals  would 
pursue  that  course  of  industry  which  would  be 
most   profitable  to  themselves  and   the  countrv, 
would  be  true,  if  other  nations,  as  well  as  we,  would 
'*  leave  trade  to  itself."     Their  concession  was  in- 
judicious.   If  all  nations  admitted  a  free  trade,  the 
arguments  for  restriction  on  our  part  would  be 
just  the  same  as  they  are  now.     What  would  be 
the  inducements  to  us  to  admit  this  trade  ?    That 
it  furnished  us  in  exchange  for  products  which  to 
us  were  worth  a  hundred  millions,  products  which 
were  worth  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions ;  that 
what  we  bought  was  worth  more  to  us  than  what 
we  sold  ;  and  if  those  nations  could  not  or  would 
not  buy  the  hundred  millions,  if  they  could  not  or 
would  not  buy  more  than  fifty  or  twenty  millions, 
the  argument  would  still  be  unchanged  even  in  its 
form.    However  reduced  might  be  the  amount  of 
trade,  it  must  still  consist  in  an  exchange  of  what 
we  wanted  less,  for  what  we  wanted  more.     In 
this  view  of  the  question,  which  appeared  to  him 
a  very  simple  one,  it  was  not  necessary  to  remark 
upon  the  argument,  that  our  supply  of  agricultural 
produce  would  grow  in  a  much  larger  proportion 
than  the  demand  of  Europe  or  its  population.    It 
might  be  better  for  us  that  their  demand  should 
grow  more  rapidly,  but  if  it  would  be  to  our  ad- 
vantage to  supply  a  great  demand,  it  was  to  our 
advantage,  too,  though  in  a  smaller  degree,  to  sup- 
ply even  a  less  demand.    This  difference  however 
m   the  agricultural    produce   which    we   should 
export,  and  the  foreign  demand  for  it,  might  be 
expected  to  have  been  illustrated  by  experience,  as 
well  as  developed  by  theory.  What  was  the  fact  ? 


All  admit  that  the  proportion  of  our  industry,  em- 
ployed to  produce  breadstuffs  for  foreign  consump- 
tion, ought  to  bear  a  continually  lessening  propor- 
tion to  the  general  industry  of  the  country.  But 
is  it  necessary  that  the  Government  should  inter- 
fere to  prevent  the  inordinate  increase  in  the  quan- 
tity of  provisions  which  we  export,  or  can  the  peo- 
ple manage  that  matter  without  our  interference? 
Whoever  will  take  the  trouble  to  examine  the  ac- 
count of  our  exports  for  twenty  years  past  will  find 
that,  while  the  products  of  our  industry  at  home 
have  probably  quadrupled,  our  exportation  of  pro- 
visions has  not  increased  at  all.  h  is  not,  then, 
necessary  that  we  should  force,  by  legislation,  the 
industry  of  the  country  into  any  new  direction,  in 
order  to  prevent  a  from  glutting  the  corn  market 
of  Europe. 

Mr.  L  said  that  he  would  return  for  a  moment 
to  the  consideration  of  the  question,  how  far  the 
propriety  "  of  leaving  things  to  themselves,"  was 
affected  by  the  opposite  system  which  was  pursued 
by  foreign  Powers.  If  China  should  by  law  admit 
all  our  produce,  manufactured  or  agricultural,  it  is 
plain  enough  that  we  could  not  advantageously 
send  there  any  which  we  do  not  now  send.  In- 
deed, he  did  not  know  that  she  prohibited  any  of 
cur  produce,  but  if  she  did  the  prohibition  was 
nominal,  and  it  was  evident  that  its  removal  could 
not  change  the  policy  which  it  was  our  interest  to 
pursue.  But  perhaps  China  belonged  to  a  sphere 
of  industry  too  different  from  ours,  for  the  applica- 
tion of  these  principles.  Would  the  admission  of 
the  products  of  our  industry  by  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope justify,  in  the  estimation  of  the  friends  of  this 
bill,  the  reciprocal  admission  of  theirs?  Of  what 
avail  would  it  be  to  us  that  England  should  con- 
sent to  take  our  manufactures  ?  An  engagement 
to  do  so  would  "  keep  its  promise  to  the  ear,  but 
break  it  to  the  sense."  Our  breadstuffs  she  takes 
now  only  when  wheat  is  above  ten  shillings,  when, 
by  the  by,  it  is  most  our  interest  to  sell  it.  Sup- 
pose her  laws  permitted  its  importation  when  the 
price  was  low ;  would  any  friend  of  the  bill  avow 
that  this  policy,  which  would  make  the  establish- 
ment of  manufactures  here  a  matter  of  somewhat 
more  difficulty,  would  incline  him  to  dispense  with 
protecting  duties  in  favor  of  our  manufactures? 
He  put  it  to  the  candor  of  his  friends  on  the  other 
side,  to  say  whether  they  would  con.sent  to  a  treaty 
by  which  the  raw  produce  of  America  and  the 
manufactures  of  England  should  be  exchanged 
without  duty  ?  They  would  not.  Their  objec- 
tions to  an  intercourse  unburdened  by  duties, 
would  be  still  stronger  than  they  now  are,  if  Eu- 
rope, in  affording  a  better  market  for  our  agricul- 
ture, should  oppose  still  stronger  difficulties  to  the 
establishment  of  manufactures. 

Yet  it  was  true  that  those  who  wished  to 
impose  heavier  duties  or  prohibitions  upon  forei^ 
manufactures,  alleged  that,  by  doing  so,  the  price 
of  agricultural  produce  would  be  raised.  It  was 
equally  true,  and  more  strange,  that  a  great  many 
good  people,  interested  in  agriculture,  had  believed 
the  allegation.  The  error  was  susceptible  of  easy 
refutation.  If,  indeed,  the  allegation  were  just, 
the   manufacturer  would    gain  nothing    by  the 
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change.  If  the  prices  of  what  he  buys  and  sells 
rise  in  the  same  proportion,  he  might  as  well  leave 
everything  as  it  is.  But  the  notion  that  the  en- 
couragement of  manufactures  will  give  a  good 
Jfrice  to  the  productions  of  agriculture  is  entirely 
JBillacious.  Whatever  may  oe  the  domestic  de- 
mand for  our  grain,  the  supply  will  exceed  it. 

As  long  as  there  is  good  land  occupied,  the  price 
of  its  produce,  if  there  be  no  foreign  demand,  will 
exceed  by  very  little  the  value  of  the  labor  em- 
ployed in  obtaining  it.  Such  must  be  the  case  of 
a  permanent  embargo.  But  when  there  is  an  ex- 
port trade,  although  the  quantity  exported  may 
oear  a  small  proportion  to  that  which  is  consumed 
in  the  country,  the  price  of  that  small  proportion 
must  determine  that  of  the  whole.  He  did  not 
say  that  this  was  a  reasonable  theory,  but  a  noto- 
rious fact.  It  was  a  plain  deduction  from  these 
principles  that,  in  an  extensive  and  thinly  peopled 
country,  restrictions  upon  trade  would  raise  the 
price  of  manufactures,  but  not  of  grain.  In  a  pop- 
ulous and  fully  cultivated  country  they  would  raise 
the  price  of  grain,  and  not  of  manufactures.  The 
last  is  the  situation  of  England  ;  the  hri>t  that  of 
the  United  States. 

But  the  opinion  that  the  establishment  of  man- 
ufactures would  secure  a  good  price  for  our  agri- 
cultural produce,  had  made  so  many  converts, 
that  it  would  be  interesting  to  inquire  into  the 
causes  which  had  produced  it.  He  could  not 
dwell  upon  the  subject.  But,  when  manufactories 
and  banks  were  establi.shed  contemporaneously, 
(and  this  association  he  believed  not  to  be  uncom- 
mon;) when  manufactories  were  established  by  the 
aid  of  borrowed  capital,  and  a  profuse  expenditure 
produced  a  local  depreciation,  the  same  effect  was 
produced  upon  prices  as  an  emission  of  paper 
money  would  have  done.  Everybody  was  willing 
to  spend  ;  everybody  began  to  improve  and  build, 
and  industry  was  stimulated  to  extraordinary  ac- 
tivity, as  it  always  is,  by  a  depreciatin:;  currency. 
The  remarks  which  he  had  made  a  few  moments 
since,  were  enough  to  show  how  perfectly  illusory 
all  duties  upon  importation  must  prove  for  the  pro- 
tection of  our  agricultural  industry.  The  price 
of  our  agricultural  products  must  be  determined  by 
that  part  of  them  which  is  exported,  and  must  in 
consequence  be  absolutely  unafl'ected  by  duties,  or 
even  prohibitions.  Gentlemen  might,  therefore, 
lay  duties,  or  withdraw  them  from  cotton,  wheat, 
or  tobacco,  and  they  would  change  nothing  but 
the  words  of  their  statute  book. 

If  it  were  ever  right  that  Government  should 
imixjse  its  duties,  with  a  view  to  the 


encourage- 


ment of  particular  branches  of  industry,  Mr.  L. 
said  he  had  always  believed  that  the  two  most 
reasonable  modes  of  doing  it  were  these :  cither 
to  lay  a  very  small  and  e<|ual  duty  upon  all 
manufactures,  which  would  leave  the  relative 
inducement  to  engage  in  each  unchanged,  or  to 
determine  upon  a  very  few  branches,  which  the 
Government  supposed  to  be  best  adapted  to  the 
situation  of  the  country,  or  most  necessary  to  its 
interest,  and  leaving  others  untaxed,  (if  revenue 
permitted  it,)  to  direct  the  capital  and  labor  of  the 
country  to  these  objects,  where  they  might  form  a 


sufficient  security  against  an  excessive  rise  of 
prices.  The  last  was  the  more  vigorous  plan ; 
perhaps  it  was  the  wiser  one.  Yet  it  was  best 
adapted  to  a  condition  very  diflerent  from  that  of 
the  United  States;  he  meant  that  of  an  enlight- 
ened government  and  an  ignorant  p)eople. 

Whatever  were  the  encouragements  which 
should  be  afibrded  to  manufactures,  it  had  always 
hitherto  been  supposed  that  these  were  required  to 
be  greatest  at  their  first  establishment.  The  rea- 
soning of  his  friend  from  Delaware  supported  this 
conclusion.  Mr.  Hamilton  had  said  distinctly, 
that,  where  any  branch  of  industry  continued  long 
to  require  a  bounty,  it  afforded  proof  that  there 
were  obstacles  to  its  establishment  which  would 
make  it  unwise  to  persevere  in  it.  Yet  our  system 
was  not  to  continue  bounties,  but  to  increase 
them. 

A  strong  argument,  in  the  opinion  of  many  gen- 
tlemen, was  deduced  from  the  large  excess  of 
importations  above  exportations  in  order  to  show- 
that  it  was  necessary  to  interfere,  and  prevent 
the  people  from  buying  more  than  they  could 
pay  ioT.  He  had  hoped  that  this  subject  had  been 
put  to  rest  by  his  friends  from  Virginia.  An  ex- 
cessive importation  may,  indeed,  take  place  for  a 
year,  although  the  price  will  usually  be  so  much 
lowered  by  it  that  the  amount  of  sales  of  a  large 
may  not  be  greater  than  would  have  been  those  of 
a  small  importation.  This  disproportion,  how- 
ever, between  the  supply  and  demand,  between 
the  sales  and  the  means  of  payment,  can  continue 
but  a  short  time.  The  price  of  American  stocks 
here  and  in  England,  the  present  rate  of  exchange, 
sufficiently  prove  that  our  interference  is  unneces- 
sary in  fact  (as  it  must  always  be  wrong  in  prin- 
ciple) to  adjust  the  balance  of  payments  between 
the  two  countries. 

So  much  had  been  said  of  this  balance  of  ira- 

f>ortation  above  exports,  that  he  might  be  excused 
or  another  remark.  Gentlemen  knew  the  cor- 
rections (and  among  them,  those  required  by  a 
consideration  of  the  profits  of  freight,  commission, 
and  trade)  which  ought  to  be  applied  to  our  custom- 
house accounts.  These  corrections  would  vary  the 
balance  very  much,  but  they  would  leave  a  result 
in  which  he  should  feel  little  confidence.  There 
is,  indeed,  a  view  very  different  from  that  which 
the  friends  of  the  bill  have  taken.  The  balance  of 
importations  above  exports,  for  a  series  of  years, 
may  not  only  be  considered  as  the  proof  of  a  profit- 
able trade,  but  the  measure  of  its  profit.  Our  trade 
with  foreign  nations  is  one  in  which  we  obtain 
their  produce  in  return  for  our  produce  or  our 
labor,  and  the  more  valuable  their  produce  is,  the 
better  bargain  we  have  made.  We  should  not,  as 
individuals,  think  it  the  evidence  of  unsuccessful 
business  that  we  obtained  in  exchange  for  an 
article  worth  but  §1,000,  one  which  was  worth 
2,000.  Yet  this  is  exactly  the  thing  which  is 
called  by  politicians  an  unfavorable  balance  of 
trade.  In  such  a  system,  if  the  vessels  which 
carry  out  your  productions,  and  are  owned  by 
your  merchants,  are  sunk  in  the  sta,  or  carried  to 
a  market  where  their  sales  pay  only  their  expenses, 
no  returns  can  be  made,  the  balance  becomes  very 
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favorable,  and  the  politician  is  satisfied.  If  the 
cargoes  reach  a  market  which  enables  the  mer- 
chant to  bring  back  large  returns,  the  balance  of 
trade  becomes  unfavorable.  A  permanent  balance 
of  importation,  (in  a  nation  that  has  no  mines,) 
must  always  be  referred  to  the  profits  of  its  busi- 
ness. It  was  different  with  the  excess  of  a  single 
year.  This,  however,  when  it  required  correction, 
would,  as  his  friends  observed,  always  be  corrected 
by  the  interests  of  trade,  without  the  interposition 
of  the  Government.  Could  it  be  necessary  that 
we  should  interfere  by  law  to  diminish  importa- 
tions, at  the  moment  when  we  see  that  an  unpar- 
alleled reduction  is  effecting  without  our  inter- 
ference ?  The  importation  of  the  last  quarter  of 
the  year  1819,  was  not  more  than  two-thirds  of 
that  of  the  corresponding  quarter  of  '18. 

Mr.  L.  said  that,  in  the  detached  observations 
which  he  had  offered,  he  had  endeavored  to  re- 
move the  impression  which  some  of  the  general 
arguments  of  the  friends  of  the  bill  had  made. 
The  propositions  which,  to  his  mind,  it  appeared 
necessary  that  they  should  establish,  they  did  not 
prove — they  scarcely  noticed.  Grant  tnat  it  is 
right  that  the  Government  should  encourage  all 
the  manufactures  of  the  country,  that  considerable 
duties  should  be  laid  upon  the  importation  of  every 
article  which  can  compete  with  our  own  fabrics. 
This  we  have  done  already.  He  believed  that 
there  was  now  no  nation  in  the  world  which,  in 
proportion  to  its  income,  paid  so  great  a  bounty  to 
its  manufacturers,  as  the  United  States.  Had  it 
ever  been  contended,  not  merely  that  manufac- 
tures should  be  encouraged,  but  tnat  the  bounty  to 
be  given  should  not  be  limited  by  any  determined 
relation  to  the  necessity  of  the  manufacture,  or  the 
fair  profits  of  the  manufacturer?  This  mode  of 
defending  the  bill  was,  perhaps,  judicious;  it  was 
certainly  embarrassing  to  its  opponents.  You  say 
that  it  is  important  to  encourage  the  manufacture 
of  cotton.  Be  it  so.  \Ve  know  that,  however  it 
be  disguised,  this  can  be  done  only  at  the  expense 
of  the  other  classes  of  society.  Is  it  not  proper  to 
inquire  what  expense  is  necessary;  what  would 
be  adequate  ?  The  operation  of  a  protecting  duty 
was  simple,  but  he  must  detain  the  House  for  a 
few  moments  upon  the  subject,  trite  and  familiar 
as  it  was.  Where  duties  are  laid  upon  the  im- 
portation of  articles  of  a  kind  which  is  not  pro- 
duced within  the  country,  the  additional  price 
which  is  paid  by  the  community  is  received  into 
the  public  treasury,  with  a  deduction  only  for  the 
costs  of  collection.  Where  a  duty  is  laid  upon  the 
importation  of  an  article  which  is  produced  within 
the  country,  it  will  cause  the  same  rise  in  its  price 
as  in  the  former  case;  but,  of  the  additional  sum 
which  is  paid  by  the  community,  a  part  will  be  re- 
ceived by  the  Government  and  a  part  by  the  manu- 
facturer or  producer  of  the  domestic  article.  If, 
for  instance,  one  hundred  million  of  pounds  of 
sugar  were  consumed  annually  in  the  United 
States,  and  three-fourths  of  this  amount  were  fur- 
nished by  domestic  indu^^try,  an  additional  duty  of 
one  cent  the  pound  would  cause  the  consumers  of 
sugar  throughout  the  country  to  pay  one  million 
of  dollars  more  in  the  price  of  the  article,  than 


they  would  otherwise  do—would  impose  upon  the 
people  a  new  tax  of  one  million;  but,  of  this  sum, 
less  than  $250,000  would  be  received  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  §750,000  by  the  sugar  planter. 

The  difference  between  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  and  himself,  in  respect  to  the  in- 
formation on  which  a  tariff  should  be  founded 
was  explained  by  this  case.  He  thought,  if  Con- 
gress determined  to  encourage  the  production  of 
sugar  by  an  additional  bounty,  that  it  was  bound 
carefully  to  inquire  what  suni  was  necessary  for 
this  object.  To  justify  the  tax,  it  was  necessary 
to  determine  that  the  nation  had  such  an  interest 
in  the  establishment  of  the  additional  sugar  plan- 
tations to  which  the  bill  was  expected  to  give  rise, 
that  it  was  worth  its  while  to  contribute  annually 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  their 
support,  and  that  a  contribution  of  less  than  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  would  not  cause 
their  establishment.  If  the  bounty  in  question 
were  greater  than  the  value  of  the  object  justified, 
in  any  rational  view  of  public  policy,  we  applied 
the  money  of  the  country  injudiciously;  but  if  a 
less  bounty  would  produce  the  eflect  which  we 
desired,  we  gave  it  away  without  object  and  with- 
out excuse.  It  was  in  this  view  that  he  had  asked 
the  Committee  of  Manufactures  information  to 
show  what  were  the  duties  upon  foreign  importa- 
tion which  would  give  to  our  manufacturers  a 
reasonable  profit  on  their  capital  and  labor.  Every 
thing  beyond  this  was  not  a  liberal  encouragement 
of  manufactures,  but  a  profuse  and  capricious  do- 
nation of  the  public  money.  Suppose  that  the 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  which, 
on  the  supposition  which  he  had  made,  were  given 
to  the  sugar  planters,  instead  of  being  paid  to  them 
by  the  consumers,  were  raised  by  a  direct  tax,  and 
then  paid  as  a  bounty  out  of  the  public  Treasury. 
This  would  form  no  distinction  in  the  principle  of 
the  donation.  Mr.  Hamilton  had  said,  with  per- 
fect correctness,  that  "as  often  as  a  duty  upon  a 
'  foreign  article  makes  an  addition  to  its  price,  it 
'  causes  an  extra  expense  to  the  community  for  the 
'  benefit  of  the  domestic  manufacture.  A  bounty 
'  does  no  more.''  The  information  which  he  had 
wished  was,  whether  this  bounty  was  to  be  given 
to  men  whose  profits  and  wages  were  now  less 
than  those  of  the  rest  of  the  community ;  and  what 
were  the  profits  which  it  was  estimated  that  this 
bounty  would  procure  them  ;  in  a  word,  how  much 
more  public  money  we  should  give,  and  what  was 
the  necessity  of  giving  it.  The  House,  in  rejecting 
his  resolution,  had  determined  that  the  inquiry 
was  useless  or  impracticable.  They  had  ref^used 
all  evidence  as  to  the  proper  degree  of  encourage- 
ment, and  left  the  defence  of  the  bill  lo  the  same 
vague  considerations  which  would  support  a  duty 
of  one  hundred  per  cent,  as  well  as  one  of  forty. 
They  took  they  knew  not  how  much  from  the 
people ;  they  gave  they  knew  not  how  much  to 
the  manufacturer. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Manufac- 
tures had  intimated  that  information  such  as  he 
had  asked  had  never  been  given.  He  might  an- 
swer that  it  ought  to  have  been.  But  the  chair- 
man was  mistaken.     It  had  been.     Mr.  L.  read 
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the  foUowiiu;  sentences  from  Mr.  Dallas's  report 
of  1816,  on  therevisioa  of  the  tariff:  "  The  amount 
'  of  the  duties  should  be  such  as  will  enable  the 
'  manufacturer  to  meet  the  importer  in  the  Araeri- 
'  can  maket  upon  er^ual  terms  of  profit  and  loss." 
"There  still,  however,  remains  a  diversity  of 
*  opimon  as  to  the  amount  which  will  be  compe- 
'  tent,  and  the  aim  of  this  report  will  be  to  strike 
'  the  medium  which  appears  to  be  best  established 
'  from  all  the  information  which  has  been  collect- 
'  ed."  This  sentence  proved  that  the  rates  of  duty 
proposed  in  the  report  of  1816  were  founded  on 
evidence -of  the  degree  of  encouragement  which 
would  enable  *'  the  manufacturer  to  meet  the  im- 
porter." 'That  evidence  was  laid  before  the  House. 
It  contained,  substantially,  and  indeed  ranch  more 
fully  than  he  should  require  it,  all  the  information 
in  respect  to  the  state  of  our  manufactories  in 
1816^  which  it  was  the  object  of  his  resolution  to 
obtam  in  1820.  He  should  have  occasion  to  ad- 
vert to  this  information  hereafter.  It  proved  at 
least  that  the  object  of  his  resolution  was  practi- 
cable, and  had  hitherto  been  supposed  important 
aod  necessary. 

The  practicability  of  its  object,  too,  although 
the  Speaker  had  appeared  to  doubt  it,  had  b^n 
proved  by  the  statements  which  he  had  made  in 
respect  to  two  Northern  manufactories.  If  the 
House  were  determined  to  give  adequate  protec- 
tion to  any  branch  of  manumctures,  the  same  kind 
of  information  possessed  by  the  Speaker,  as  to  the 
manufactories  of  which  he  had  spoken,  if  extended 
to  fifteen  or  twenty  others  in  different  ports  of  the 
country,  would  enable  us  to  know  what  bounty 
was  necessary  and  adequate  to  their  support.  That 
bounty  ought  not  to  be  increased  to  maintain  the 
iwskilful  and  the  improvident,  and  he  admitted 
that  (if  granted  at  all)  it  ought  not  to  be  contract- 
ed so  as  to  afford  support  only  to  an  establishment 
which  had  peculiar  advantages  beyond  the  reach 
of  imitation.  He  did  not  know,  however,  of  any 
such  in  the  United  States.  In  examining  the  de- 
gree of  encouragement  which  it  is  proposed  in  this 
bill  to  give  to  American  manufactures,  we  were 
naturally  reminded  of  the  view  which  had  been 
taken  of  the  subject  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  whose  prin- 
ciples are  considered  as  sound,  even  by  the  friends 
of  this  tariff.  He,  at  least,  was  able  to  elevate  his 
view  to  the  just  importance  of  manufacturing  in- 
dustry. Let  us  see  the  price  which  he  proposed  to 
pay  for  its  support.  The  general  tenor  of  his  ar- 
guiaent,  and  indeed  the  particular  quotation  which 
had  been  made,  sufficiently  prove  Mr.  Hamilton's 
opinion  to  have  been,  that,  whatever  bounties  were 
given  to  domestic  manufactures  should  be  highest 
at  first.  The  duties,  therefore,  which  he  proposed 
in  his  celebrated  report  on  manufactures,  were  such 
as  he  thought  sufficient  then,  and  such  as,  accord- 
ing to  his  principles,  ought  to  be  sufficient  now. 
In  forming  his  opinion,  he  did  not  overlook  the 
advantages  which  the  risk  and  expense  of  impor- 
tation from  abroad  give  to  the  American  manu- 
facturer. This  protection  of  distance  he  estimates 
from  fifteen  to  thirty  per  cejit.  Mr.  L.  said  he 
wouAd  sute,  without  a  formal  comparison,  a  few 
of  the  duties  which  Mr.  Hamilton  proposed  for  the 


encouragement  of  manufactures.  On  manufac- 
tures of  leather  he  proposed  a  duty  of  7i  per  cent. 
He  was  willing  that  cotton  goods  sliould  be  "  raised 
to  7^  per  cent."  On  glass,  he  considered  the  duty 
of  12|  per  cent,  as  a  considerable  encouragement^ 
and  thought  that,  if  any  thing  further  were  given, 
it  ought  to  be  by  a  direct  bounty  out  oC  the  public 
treasury.  Ten  per  cent,  on  paper  and  gunpowder 
he  thought  a  competent  protection;  and  ne  pco> 
posed  the  same  dutv  on  manufacturet>  of  iron  and 
U'ass.  His  principles  were  best  explained  by  the 
application  which  he  had  himself  made  of  tnem ; 
and  the  enormity  of  the  bounty  which  it  was  now 
proposed  to  give  to  the  manufacturers  could  not  b^ 
more  strongly  exhibited  than  by  comparing  it  witl^ 
that  which  was  considered  as  adequate  by  so  zeal- 
ous and  able  an  advocate  of  manufacturing  indus- 
try as  Mr.  Hamilton.  Duties  four  times  as  great 
as  he  recommended  were  now  levied  upon  many 
of  the  most  important  articles,  and  were  discovwed 
to  be  insufficient  and  nugatory. 

What  he  regretted,  Mr.  L.  said,  most,  in  the 
course  pursued  oy  the  Committee  of  Manufactures, 
was,  that  they  suggested  no  standard  by  which  the 
sufficiency  oi  the  encouragement  which  they  pro- 
posed could  be  tested,  and  promised,  therefore,  no 
limitation  to  the  burden  wnich  migbt  be  imposed 
upon  the  country.  The  chairman  of  that  commit- 
tee had,  indeed,  more  than  once  directed  our  atten- 
tion to  the  duties  imposed  by  the  laws  of  Russia, 
France,  and  England — models  which  we  had  not 
yet  learned  to  imitate.  It  was  not  extraordinary 
that  governments  which  were  obliged  to  drain 
every  resource  of  revenue,  should  lay  heavier  du- 
ties upon  importation  than  we  had  done.  There 
was  no  part,  however,  of  their  system  of  exaction 
in  which  we  approached  so  near  them  as  in  our 
duties  upon  commerce.  In  attempting  any  com- 
parison between  their  duties  and  those  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  it  was  obviously  necessary  to  consider 
the  difference  of  our  circumstances. 

In  estimating  the  protection  afforded  to  national 
manufactures  by  duties  upon  importation,  it  was 
not  the  absolute  amount  of  duty  that  constituted  a 
protection  to  the  home  manufacturer,  in  the  case 
m  which  there  was  an  internal  duty  upon  the  ar- 
ticle, but  only  the  excess  of  the  foreign  over  the 
internal  duty.  Thus  if,  in  1786,  (before  the  com- 
mercial treaty  between  France  and  England,)  the 
duty  payable  upon  the  importation  of  English 
hardware  into  France  had  been  fifty  per  cent.,  as 
the  internal  tax  upon  French  hardware,  if  his 
memory  did  not  greatly  deceive  him,  was  about 
thirty  per  cent,  on  its  value — the  true  amount  of 
the  protecting  duty  would  have  been  but  twenty 
per  cent.  The  inquirer,  then,  who  should  wish  to 
know  the  real  encouragement  afforded  by  foreign 
duties,  must  apply  to  ^1  of  them  the  correction 
deduced  from  this  principle ;  and  it  would  proba-  . 
bly  reduce  many  ot  them,  which  appeared  greatly 
to  exceed  our  own,  to  an  amount  less  than  was 
exacted  even  under  the  present  law  in  the  United 
States. 

The  high  dutieA  of  European  nations,  when  they 
were  not  counteracted  in  the  manner  in  whicn 
he  had  mentioned,  were  mitigated  by  another  cir- 
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cumstance,  which  should  not  be  neglected  in  an 
estimate  of  their  burdens.  In  nations  of  the  same 
age,  not  very  unequal  in  the  density  of  population, 
and  in  their  improvement  in  the  arts,  if  trade  were 
perfectly  free,  a  large  proportion  of  the  necessaries 
of  life,  including  nearly  all  the  coarser  manufac- 
tures, would  be  cheapest  at  home.  A  duly  upon 
these  would,  in  such  countries,  be  nearly  nominal. 
Among  the  European  nations,  too,  if  trade  were 
free,  the  whole  amount  of  importations  would  bear 
a  much  less  proportion  to  the  whole  income  of  the 
country  than  in  the  United  States.  He  supposed 
it  certain  that  the  importations  of  England,  com- 
mercial as  she  was,  were  not  half  as  great,  in  pro- 
portion to  her  income,  as  were  those  of  the  United 
States  at  present ;  nor  were  our  importations  now 
by  any  means  as  large,  in  proportion  to  our  wealth, 
as  in  an  earlier  period  of  our  existence.  The  du- 
ties which  we  pay  now  would  have  been  intolera- 
ble forty  years  ago,  and  European  duties,  however 
high,  upon  the  articles  imported,  do  not  fall  heavily 
upon  the  subject,  because  those  articles  form  but  a 
small  part  of  his  expenses. 

If  he  did  not  exaggerate  the  deductions,  which 
the  considerations  which  he  had  mentioned  re- 
(^uired  us  to  make  from  the  duties  of  foreign  na- 
tions, in  comparing  them  with  our  own,  ne  be- 
lieved that  no  people  on  earth  would  be  found  to 
pay,  in  proportion  to  their  income,  so  large  a 
bounty  for  the  support  of  manufacturing  industry 
as  those  of  the  United  States.  He  had  not,  how- 
ever, had  time  to  examine  the  details  of  the  sub- 
ject with  any  minuteness. 

Unfair  as  the  comparison  between  the  duties  of 
foreign  nations  and  our  own  must  be,  unless  the 
correction.s  which  he  had  adverted  to  were  made, 
it  might  well  astonish  the  House  to  find  that  there 
were  many  articles,  and  important  ones  too,  our 
duties  on  which,  as  proposed  by  the  bill  before  the 
House,  might  vie  with  those  of  France  and  Eng- 
land, without  recurring  to  any  of  the  considera- 
tions of  which  he  had  spoken.  He  would  notice 
a  few  of  them. 

In  France,  machines  of  all  kinds,  including 
ploughs,  pay  fifteen  per  cent.;  by  the  proposed  biU 
they  will  pay  here  twenty  per  cent.  Wrought  an- 
chors pay  in  France  ten  francs  the  hundred  kilo- 
grammes; by  the  proposed  bill  they  will  pay  here 
^3  33  the  cwt — more  than  three  times  the  French 
duty.  Hosiery  is  in  France  two  francs  the  kilo- 
gramme ;  by  the  proposed  bill  it  will  be  here  thir- 
ty-three per  cent. 

Whatever  may  be  the  disposition  of  England  to 
sustain  her  manufactures  by  protecting  duties,  she 
has  been  obliged  in  her  late  war  with  France,  by 
necessity,  and  not  judgment,  for  the  support  of  her 
revenue,  and  not  her  industry,  to  make  these  duties 
stiU  higher  than  they  were  before.  But  our  man- 
ufacturers might  be  gratified  by  discovering  that 
some  of  the  duties  now  proposed  were  higher  even 
than  those  of  England.  The  superior  liberality, 
at  least,  of  this  country  can  hardly  be  denied  by 
them.  England,  assisted  by  a  most  rigorous  sys- 
tem of  collection,  has  raised  her  duties,  from  the 
necessity  of  increasing  her  revenue,  by  all  possible 
means.    The  United  States  propose  to  raise  theirs 


with  the  just  conviction  that  they  will  impair  th«r 
revenue. 

In  England  the  duty  upon  cast  iron  is  £26  13  4, 
the  hundred  pounds  value;  by  the  proposed  bill  it 
will  be  SI  50  the  cwt.;  (he  supposed  about  forty  or 
fifty  per  cent,  ad  valorem.)  Nankeen,  for  home 
consumption,  is,  in  England,  32^  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lorem. By  the  proposed  bill  it  will  here  be  forty. 
Muslins  are  in  England  32i,  and  cottons,  not  enu- 
merated, sixty-two  percent.  By  the  proposed  bill  our 
duties  on  these  articles  will  be  from  40  to  130  per 
cent. 

Much  as  such  a  course  of  observation  had  been 
discountenanced,  he  must  now  advert  to  another 
topic.  What  were  the  duties  which  would  afford 
to  the  manufacturers  reasonable  wages  and  prof- 
its ?  If,  at  a  time  when  every  interest  in  the  State 
was  depressed,  it  was  right  that  all  the  rest  should 
contribute  to  the  support  of  one,  at  least  it  should 
be  only  to  its  necessary  and  reasonable  support. 
He  had  before  spoken  of  the  evidence  laid  before 
the  House  in  1816.  That  evidence  had  led  Con- 
gress to  the  conclusion  that,  where  the  capital  was 
prudently  invested,  and  the  manufactory  conducted 
with  common  skill,  a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  on  cot- 
ton and  woollen  manufactures  would  sufficiently 
protect  those  of  our  own  country.  But  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  times  now  make  the  duty  of 
25  per  cent,  much  more  effectual  than  it  has  hith- 
erto been.  The  appreciation  of  our  money  is,  in 
this  view,  all  important.  In  the  specific  duties 
this  is  obvious.  If,  for  instance,  the  duty  of  three 
cents  upon  the  pound  of  sugar  were  a  competent 
protection  four  years  ago,  the  advanced  value  of 
money,  of  which  the  same  nominal  amount  would 
produce  much  more  of  every  article  of  consump- 
tion, must  make  it  now  much  higher  than  is  ne- 
cessary. But  even  in  relation  to  the  articles  which 
pay  a  duty  on  their  value,  if  the  fall  in  the  value 
of  our  produce  be  greater  (as  it  certainly  is)  than 
in  the  articles  which  we  import  from  foreign  coun- 
tries ;  although  the  nominal  duty  be  unchanged, 
the  real  tax  is  much  larger  than  it  was.  We  still 
pay  six  and  a  quarter  cents  upon  a  yard  of  the 
coarsest  cotton ;  but  the  same  amount  will  pur- 
cha.se  much  more  of  provisions  or  labor  than  it 
would  do  formerly.  The  duty,  then,  is  substan- 
tially increased ;  and  if  it  has  hitherto,  with  ex- 
aggerated prices  and  an  unsound  currency,  proved 
inadequate,  would  it  not  be  prudent,  now  that  a 
change  in  these  circumstances  gives  to  the  present 
tariff  its  fair  operation,  to  wail  the  result  of  that 
operation  ? 

The  depression  in  the  price  of  properly  and 
labor  was  confined  to  no  section  oi  the  country, 
and  to  no  branch  of  business.  The  manufacturer, 
like  the  farmer,  should  estimate  his  profits,  not  on 
the  supposed  value  of  his  capital  four  years  ago, 
not  on  what  it  then  cost,  or  would  have  then  have 
sold  for,  but  at  the  price  which  it  would  now  cost, 
or  would  now  sell  for.  Against  this  general  de- 
pression we  could  not  indemnify  him;  but  there 
was  a  loss  peculiar  to  manufacturers,  from  which 
no  Government  could  insure  them,  and  which 
many  of  them  felt  very  severely  at  this  time. 
While  an  improvement  in  machmery  is  useful  to 


2131 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2132 


H.  or  R. 


Revision  of  the  Tariff. 


April,  1820. 


the  country  in  which  it  is  made,  its  immediate 
effect  is  often  greatly  to  impair  the  capital  of  man- 
ufacturers. The  old  machinery  must  be  aban- 
doned. What  relief  would  higher  duties  give  to 
the  owners  of  manufactories  which  bad  not  adopt- 
ed the  improved  machinery  ?  It  might  encourage 
them  to  struggle  a  little  longer  with  inferior  ma- 
chinery, but  without  permanent  benefit,  even  to 
themselves ;  it  must  produce  a  real  waste  of  the 
capital  and  labor  of  the  nation. 

Among  the  causes  which  at  this  moment  de- 
press the  manufacturing  industry  of  the  country, 
one  of  the  most  considerable  is  to  be  found  in 
that  general  diminution  of  income  which  affects 
the  demand  both  for  foreign  and  domestic  pro- 
ductions. The  carriage  makers,  for  instance,  suf- 
fer probably  as  much  from  want  of  employraeiit 
as  any  other  class  of  manufacturers.  There  is 
here  no  foreign  competition.  It  is  a  distress  from 
which  our  tariff  can  give  no  relief.  On  the  con- 
trary, its  effect  must  be  by  increasing  the  expenses, 
and  diminishing,  therefore,  the  clear  income  of 
the  community,  greatly  to  increase  the  difficulties 
of  those  classes  of  manufacturers  who  suffer  from 
a  diminished  demand. 

His  friends  who  had  preceded  him  had  referred 
to  instances  of  manufactories  which  were  pros- 
perous even  now,  when  every  other  industry  was 
depressed,  and  particularly  to  that  of  an  establish- 
ment (at  Waltham)  which  was  understood  to 
have  divided  12  per  cent,  and  reserved  a  consid- 
erable surplus.  The  Committee  of  Manufactures, 
in  declining  to  give  any  detailed  statements  upon 
the  subject,  had  obliged  him  to  resort  to  the  sources 
of  information  which  were  within  his  reach.  He 
should  state  to  the  House  the  opinion  which  his 
inquiries  had  enabled  him  to  form,  and  he  should 
state  it  in  the  words  of  a  letter  written  by  a  man 
who  was  as  well  acquainted  with  the  subject  as 
any  other  in  the  United  States.  [Mr.  Balowin 
asked  the  name  of  the  writer,  which  Mr.  L.  de- 
clined to  giverj 

'*  Many  manafacturers  have  been  ruined,  and  many 
others  lost  money ;  but  very  little  reflection  and  in- 
qairy  will  make  the  cause  evident.  Perhaps  the  busi- 
ness has  been  conducted  to  the  best  advantage,  when, 
in  addition  to  the  want  of  capital  and  experience,  is 
added  that  of  incorporated  companies,  where  the  prin- 
cipal  meaning  of  the  charter  is  to  exonerate  each 
holder  of  the  stock,  as  well  as  the  president,  director, 
and  agents,  from  individual  responsibility  for  any 
debts  due  from  the  company.  Consequently,  in  all 
purchases  for  the  establishment,  the  agent  would  be 
obliged  to  give  at  least  ten  per  cent,  more  than  the 
individuals  could  purchase  it  on  their  own  respon- 
sibility. 

"  But  perhaps  a  greater  cause  of  loss  may  be  in  the 
general  fall  in  price  of  every  article  used  by  manufac- 
turers, and  in  all  kinds  of  manufactured  goods,  whe- 
ther foreign  or  homemade,  and  also  in  the  price  of 
labor  and  improvement  in  machinery,  compelling  those 
that  did  not  sell  immediately  on  the  goods  being  fin- 
ished, (0  make  heavy  losses,  for  we  suppose  it  is  ad- 
mitted that  the  cost  of  making  any  goods  of  which 
cotton  or  wool  is  the  article  of  chief  value,  is  not 
■tore  than  half  the  cost  of  making  the  same  goods  in 
1816." 


"  In  order  more  clearly  to  ahow  the  consequence*  of 
not  immediately  selling,  we  give  the  following  exam- 
pie  arising  in  our  own  business  :  We  supply  a  maker 
of  candlewick  with  cotton,  and  sell  all  the  wick  he 
makes  ;  and,  during  the  year  1818,  the  business  hav- 
ing been  good  for  many  years,  he,  with  others  en* 
gaged  in  the  same  business,  has  accumulated  a  con- 
siderable quantity  on  band,  which,  during  the  year 
1818,  had  been  worth  from  five  to  fifty-five  cents  pet 
pound,  when  the  raw  material  of  cotton  was  worth 
from  thirty  to  thirty-three  cents,  paying  the  spinner 
an  average  of  twenty  cents  the  pound  for  his  labor 
and  expenses ;  but,  on   the   1st  of  August  last,  the 
same  kind  of  cotton  coukl  be  purchased  in  this  market 
at  fifteen  cents  the  pound,  and  the  price  of  the  wick 
had  fallen  so  low  as  thirty-one  cents,  but  yet  paying 
sixteen  cents  for  the  labor  and  expenses,  which,  we 
are  convinced,  is  a  profitable  business.     Hence,  on 
the  1st  of  August  last  year,  he  could  afford  to  sell  hie 
wick  at  what  the  cotton  of  bis  1818  wick  cost  bim,  and 
at  the  time  we  were  selling  his  new  made  wick  at  a 
profit,  that  made  the  year  before  was  selling  at  a  loss 
of  the  whole  cost  of  making ;  and  many  other  kinds  of 
American  goods  have  fallen  in  nearly  the  same  pro- 
portion  from   the  same  cause,   and  some  still  greater 
from  other  causes  ;  for  instance,  we  suppose  the  price 
of  weaving  is  not  at  this  time  more  than  half  as  high 
as  it  was  in  1816,  owing  to  the  introduction  of  power- 
looms  and  the  general  low  price  of  living. 

"  Next,  let  us  examine  the  cost  of  four  yards  of 
American  brown  shirtings,  three-quarters  of  a  yard 
wide,  (which  may  bo  considered  the  staple  of  Ameri- 
can cotton  goods,)  say  the  present  price  of  cotton  is 
sixteen  cents,  that  will  make  four  yards  of  shirting: 
Twelve  cents  for  spinning  the  same;  eight  cents  for 
weaving  four  yards,  at  two  cents  per  yard ;  four  cents 
for  all  other  expenses,  say  commissions,  freights,  cart- 
ages, packages,  6lc.  Added,  is  forty  cents  for  making 
four  yards,  equal  to  ten  cents  the  yard,  and  when  the 
same  goods  are  now  worth  from  twelve  to  twelve  and 
a  half  cents  the  yard  cash,  at  auction,  leaving  a  profit 
to  the  manufacturer  of  at  least  twenty  per  centum; 
and  when  we  reflect  that  the  coarsest  piece  of  cotton 
goods  of  the  same  size  cannot  be  imported  without 
paying  duty  at  the  rate  of  six  and  a  quarter  cents  per 
yard,  equal  to  $4  68|  cents,  or  within  about  one  and 
a  half  cents  of  the  whole  cost  of  making  the  same 
piece  of  goods  ;  hence  we  must  be  satisfied  that  foreign 
competition  is  very  much  out  of  the  question,  for  the 
lowest  rite  of  duty  on  any  kind  of  cotton  or  woollen 
goods  (made  to  any  extent  in  this  country)  is  twenty- 
seven  and  a  half  per  centum  on  the  value  at  the  place 
of  manufactory. 

"  We  do  believe  that  manufacturing  establiahments 
well  conducted,  and  the  goods  immediately  sold  at 
auction,,  have  averaged  a  profit  of  at  least  ten  per 
centum  during  the  last  two  years,  when,  at  the  same 
time,  imported  cotton  and  woollen  goods  have  averaged 
a  loss  of  at  least  fifteen  per  centum." 

Mr.  Lowndes  said,  that  he  would  say  no  more 
as  to  the  degree  of  additional  encouragement  which 
was  required  by  our  manufactories.  j^^l,^ 

But  he  had  a  few  observations  to  make  as  to 
the  principles  which  appeared  to  have  been  adopted 
in  the  tariff  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Manu- 
factures. 

Among  the  most  objectionable  of  these  was 
what  he  considered  as  tne  proscription  of  the  East 
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India  trade,  the  principal  articles  afforded  by  which 
were  subjected  to  a  duty  of  forty  per  cent. 

The  ground  of  this  proscription  was,  that  the 
East  Indies  took  from  us  scarcely  any  article  of 
our  produce. 

He  had  occasion  on  a  former  day  to  advert  to 
one  of  the  most  interesting  branches  of  this  trade — 
to  that  in  which  neither  specie  nor  produce  was 
exported,  but  in  which  the  enterprise  and  industry 
of  our  seamen  formed  the  capiul  which  a  harsh, 
and,  he  thought, a  mistaken  policy  would  condemn 
to  inactivity.  They  took  nothing  from  your  coun- 
try ;  but  they  explored  the  most  distant  seas — they 
climbed  almost  inaccessible  rocks — they  pursued  I 
their  hardy  and  dangerous  employment  between 
the  ports  of  savage  nations,  and  earned  by  their 
freights  a  capital  which  fortune  had  not  given 
them.  You  would  encourage  manufacturing  in- 
dustry because  it  was  productive ;  but  the  industry 
of  the  brave  men  of  whom  he  spoke  created  the  capi- 
tal which  they  brought  back  to  our  country.  They 
did  not  twirl  the  spindle,  or  fling  the  shuttle;  but 
when  they  brought  home  a  cargo  of  India  fabrics, 
(peculiarlyr  suited  to  the  wants  of  the  poorest  class 
of  our  society,)  was  their  industry  less  worthy  of 
encouragement,  because  they  had  made  these  fab- 
rics on  tempestuous  seas,  or  because,  in  pursuing 
their  own  interests,  they  acquired  and  perfected 
the  naval  excellence  which  made  them  our  pride 
and  our  defence?  We  gave  them  the  hospitality 
of  our  ports ;  they  might  take  in  wood  and  water, 
and  sail  in  search  of  some  strange  land,  from 
which  these  products  of  American  industry  are 
not  yet  excluded !  The  policy  appeared  to  him 
unjust  and  cruel. 

But  the  other  branches  of  the  East  Indian  trade 
merited  encouragement  rather  than  prohibition. 
He  had  already  spoken  of  the  fallacy  which  rep- 
resented a  trade  to  be  injurious,  in  which  the  im- 
ports exceeded  the  exports ;  and  the  East  Indiarr 
trade  furnished  a  good  illustration  of  the  fallacy. 
It  takes,  if  you  please,  nothing  of  domestic  pro- 
duce from  us ;  it  gave  to  the  consumption  of  the 
country,  in  the  year  when  he  had  last  examined 
the  subject,  an  amount  of  goods  to  the  value  of 
five  millions.  How  were  these  goods  paid  for? 
Specie  had  undoubtedly  been  shipped  both  from 
America  and  Europe  for  their  purchase.  But  our 
sales  of  East  India  articles  in  foreign  countries 
had  exceeded  the  amount  of  our  purchases  in  India. 
Five  million  of  goods  then  consumed  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  were  paid  for  by  the  mere  profits  of  the 
trade.  Three  thousand  seamen,  supported  by  the 
requisite  capital,  added  in  one  year  five  millions 
to  the  clear  amount  of  national  income.  There 
was  no  exportation  of  our  produce  to  pay  for  these 
fabrics,  because  they  were  paid  for  already  ;  they 
were  tne  acquisitions  of  American  industry. 

He  would  not  detain  the  House  by  talking  of 
the  injury  which  the  Indian  trade  was  supposed 
to  do  us  by  draining  our  specie.  How  the  pur- 
chase of  merchandise,  either  in  India  or  anywnere 
else,  of  which  we  kept  the  part  that  we  wanted, 
and  sold  the  remainder  for  more  than  we  gave 
for  the  whole,  could  lessen  the  specie  which  we 
retained,  it  would  be  a  little  difficult  to  explain. 


Another  characteristic  of  the  proposed  tariff, 
is  its  raising  the  duty  on  articles  which  had 
been  lowered  in  the  act  of  1816,  because  from 
their  small  bulk,  in  proportion  to  their  value,  it 
had  been  found  inpracticable  to  prevent  their  be- 
ing smugded  into  the  country.  Watches,  jew- 
elry, and  laces,  had,  among  other  articles,  be«i 
reduced  to  seven  and  a  half  per  cent.  The  reduc- 
tion had  been  proposed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  adopted  by  the  House  on  this  ground. 
Had  any  examination  into  the  fact  been  made  by 
the  Committee  of  Manufactures?  They  had  raised 
other  articles  also  which  were  known  even  at  the 
present  duties  to  have  been  introduced  clandes- 
tinely— for  instance,  coffee  from  five  to  six  cents, 
segars,  from  $2  50  to  §5.  A  large  class  of  arti- 
cles, of  which  the  supply  is  almost  exclusively 
afforded  by  the  industry  of  the  country,  and  on 
which  an  increased  duty  if  it  have  any  effect  at 
all  can  only  have  that  of  unnecessarily  increasing 
the  price,  is  taxed  in  the  proposed  tariff  consider- 
ably higher  than  now.  Thus,  carriages  and  fur- 
niture are  raised  from  thirty  to  thirty-five  per  cent.; 
boots  from  §1  50  to  $2 ;  candles  from  three  to 
five  cents ;  molasses  from  five  to  ten  cents ;  nails 
from  four  to  five ;  soap  from  three  to  four  ;  brown 
sugar  from  three  to  four.  He  might  make  the  list 
much  longer. 

It  might  have  been  expected  that  articles  essen- 
tial to  the  equipment  of  ships  would  have  been 
protected  from  an  increase  of  duties  by  a  double 
motive.  As  materials  of  our  most  important  man- 
ufacture, they  were  entitled  to  the  favor  of  the 
committee;  but  there  was  in  regard  to  some  of 
them  another  reason  for  light  duties — that  it  was 
necessary  to  prevent  the  practice  of  ships  being 
sent  out  imperfectly  equipped  and  completing  their 
equipment  in  foreign  ports.  Even  under  the  pre- 
sent duties  this  was  sometimes  done.  The  com- 
mittee, however,  had  disregarded  both  theseconsid- 
erations.  As  instances  ot  this,  iron  in  bars  was 
raised  from  seventy-five  cents,  to  §1  25;  iron 
spikes  from  three  to  four;  hemp  from  ^1  50  to 
$2  50 ;  tarred  cables  and  cordage  from  three  to 
four.  The  tendency  of  the  whole  system  to  dis- 
courage our  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and 
by  making  returns  more  difficult  to  sink  yet  lower 
the  price  of  every  article  of  our  produce,  could 
not  be  disguised.  He  would  not  enlarge  upon  it ; 
but  he  could  not  sit  down  without  adverting  to  a 
consideration  on  which  the  House  could  not  reflect 
too  seriously. 

The  best  security  for  the  fair  collection  of  the 
revenue  was  to  be  found  in  the  force  of  public 
opinion.  The  activity  of  our  little  Navy,  if  it 
were  to  be  employed  in  such  a  service,  would  fur- 
nish but  a  poor  substitute  for  it.  In  the  fair  col- 
lection of  the  public  revenue  the  interests  as  well 
as  the  principles  of  our  citizens  co-operated  with 
the  efforts  of  the  General  Grovernment.  They 
knew  that  they  must  contribute  to  the  support  of 
that  Grovernment,  and  the  impost  was  the  easiest 
mode  of  contribution  ;  to  evade  it  was  to  defraud 
the  Grovernment  of  its  dues,  and  to  expose  them- 
selves to  the  necessity  of  a  much  more  inconve- 
nient contribution.    But  could  it  be  expected  when 
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the  object  of  duti(!s  was  not  to  obtain  revenue,  but 
to  enhance  the  profits  of  a  particular  class  of  so- 
ciety, that  the  same  scruples  would  prevail  univer- 
sally? In  purchasing  an  article  intended  to  be 
prohibited,  tne  loss  would  fall  upon  the  manufac- 
turer, who  might  be  considered  as  the  object  of 
unjust  and  inordinate  favor,  rather  than  upon  the 
revenue.  The  law  ought  to  be  obeyed  because 
it  was  the  law.  But  for  himself  he  had  no  hesi- 
tatioQ  in  expressing  the  opinion  that  the  present 
duties,  enforced  as  they  were  by  a  general  appro- 
bation of  their  objects,  furnished  a  much  better 
encouragement  to  the  manufacturer  than  higher 
duties  which  should  be  believed  by  half  the  nation 
to  be  partial  and  unjust. 

Mr.  L.  said  that  he  knew  he  had  trespassed 
quite  unreasonably  upon  the  time  of  the  House, 
but  he  believed  the  bill  under  consideration  to  be 
injurious  to  the  Government,  oppressive  to  the 
people,  and  dangerous  to  the  stability  of  manu- 
lacturing  industry. 

Mr.  Baldwin  replied  to  Mr.  Lowndes  and  others. 

Mr.  Foot  observed,  having  spent  the  whole  of 
his  life  in  commercial  and  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  being  a  practical  friend  to  domestic  manufac- 
tures, he  felt  it  to  be  his  duly  to  state  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  move  the  postponement  of 
this  bill  to  the  first  day  of  next  session. 

Sir,  this  subject  is  not  only  very  important,  but 
very  intricate,  involving  the  interest  ot  every  por- 
tion of  the  community.  A  radical  or  very  mate- 
rial alteration  of  a  commercial  tarifi"  must  of  neces- 
sity produce  a  sensible  shock  in  every  community. 
It  ought  never  to  be  adopted  without  much  deliD- 
eration,  and  a  careful  attention  to  its  effects  upon 
the  several  interests  which  must  of  necessity  be 
affected  by  any  change  in  the  system. 

If  the  Committee  of  Manufactures  had  confined 
their  attention  to  the  several  articles  of  foreign 
manufacture  which  interfere  with  our  domestic 
manufactures  alone,  the  bill  would  have  received 
my  vote  without  any  hesitation.  But,  sir,  when 
it  is  proposed  to  alter  the  whole  system,  ostensibly 
for  the  encouragement  of  American  manufactu- 
rers, and  proposes,  among  the  first  articles,  to  im- 
pose an  additional  duty  of  6^  per  centum  on  the 
dying  materials  essential  to  our  own  manufacture, 
and  increases  the  duty  on  the  most  necessary  arti- 
cles, while  it  reduces  the  duty  on  wines  and  luxu- 
ries; and  when  we  are  told  by  the  Chairman  that 
our  system  of  revenue  from  imports  is  rotten,  and 
that  our  dependence  on  commerce  as  a  source  of 
revenue  must  be  abandoned, — sir,  I  think  we  should 
pause  before  we  rashly  adopt  a  measure  calculated 
—yes,  sir,  and  even  avowed  as  a  measure — to  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of  many  articles  from  which 
most  of  our  revenue  has  always  been  obtained,  to 
the  amount  of  more  than  three  hundred  millions 
of  dollars ;  and  when  we  have  been  also  sarcasti- 
cally threatened,  that  if  we  complained  of  a  duty 
of  ten  cents  on  a  gallon  of  molasses,  because  of  its 
unequal  and  partial  operation  upon  the  interests  of 
our  constituents,  that  fifteen  cents  should  be  \m- 
PO"ei  Sir,  I  think  the  system,  as  well  as  the  views 
of  those  who  advocate  it,  demand  our  serious 
attention. 


Sir,  gentlemen  declare  this  measure  has  been 
requested  by  the  merchants  of  our  country,  and 
that  the  agricultural  interest  does  not  object  to  it. 
If,  sir,  the  commercial  and  agricultural  interests  of 
this  country  had  as  many  Representatives  on  this 
floor  as  there  are  gentlemen  of  one  profesaion  in 
Congress,  you  would  hear  their  voice  in  "  tones  of 
thunder"  against  the  passage  of  this  bill.  Would 
they  consent  to  pay  direct  taxes  to  the  amount  of 
twenty  millions  of  dollars  annually  ?  Who  must 
pav  your  additional  duties  ?  The  consumers,  all 
will  acknowledge:  and  it  has  been  truly  said,  that 
the  agricultural  interest  composes  nine-tenths  of 
the  whole  population.  If  gentlemen  who  so  stren- 
uously advocate  this  bill  would  encourage  domes- 
tic manufactures,  by  using  them  in  their  dress, 
rather  than  those  very  articles  of  foreign  manufac- 
ture which  have  driven  the  American  manufac- 
turer to  ruin,  sir,  you  would  afford  them  more 
efficient  aid  than  by  any  legislative  provisions. 

Sir,  it  is  with  a  view  of  affording  to  those  who 
are  interested  in  this  subject  an  opportunity  to  be 
heard,  and  for  a  fair  investigation  of  the  merits  of 
this  bill,  (which  has  been  before  the  public  but 
about  one  week ;)  and  as  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session  there  is  not  sufficient  time  to  digest  and 
mature  a  proper  system ;  and  with  a  full  convic- 
tion that  this  bill  will  not  aid  the  manufacturer, 
but  will  materially  injure  the  two  great  interests 
of  agriculture  and  commerce,  and  most  sensiUy 
affect  the  revenue  of  the  country, — that  this  mo- 
tion is  made.  And  I  do  hope  gentlemen  will  con- 
sent to  its  postponement  until  the  next  session. 

I  presume  a  large  majority  of  this  House  will 
support  the  bill  for  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auc- 
tion, which,  in  my  opinion,  will  afiord  essential 
encouragement  to  the  manufacturing  interest  and 
the  regular  merchant,  without  any  material  injury 
to  any  portion  of  the  country. 

But,  sir,  I  am  not  prepared  to  give  my  vote  ir 
favor  of  this  bill,  which  will,  in  my  opinion,  ma- 
terially affect  the  interests  of  the  agricultural  and 
commercial  portion  of  the  Eastern  section  of  the 
Union,  by  its  unequal  operation  upon  the  East 
India  trade,  with  but  a  doubtful  prospect  of  benefit 
to  the  manufacturer. 

It  is  acknowledged  that  a  general  embarrass- 
ment pervades  every  class  of  our  citizens.  Re- 
peated calls  have  been  made  upon  this  Committee 
for  information  respecting  the  real  situation  of  the 
manufacturers,  and  what  encouragement  it  would 
be  proper  to  give  them.  These  calls  have  been  met 
with  the  assurance  that  this  bill  is  designed  for 
the  benefit  of  the  community  at  large,  as  well  as 
the  manufacturer.  Sir,  as  I  have  but  little  faith 
in  the  efficacy  of  this  bill  to  afford  aid  to  any  par- 
ticular class,  or  the  whole,  and  as  particular  returns 
of  the  state  of  manufactures  are  required  to  be 
made  by  the  census  bill,  it  would  seem  at  least  but 
an  act  of  ordinary  prudence  to  postpone  this  sub- 
ject until  those  returns  are  received. 

Mr.  SiLSBEE,  of  Massachusetts,  made  a  few  re- 
marks in  reply  to  Mr.  Baldwin  ;  when — 

Mr.  SiMKiNs  moved  that  the  bill  and  amend- 
ments be  postponed  until  the  first  day  of  the  next 
session.     In   favor  of  which  motion,  Mr.   Habt 
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DIN  withdrew  his  motion  for  indefinite  postpone- 
ment. 

Mr.  Parrer,  of  Virginia,  then  demanded  the 
previous  question,  but  the  call  was  not  sustained 
by  a  majority  of  the  House. 

The  question  was  then,  about  six  o'clock,  taken 
on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  until  the  £rst 
day  of  the  next  session,  and  was  decided  in  the 
negative,  by  the  following  vote:  j 

Ykas — MfMf*.  Abbot,  Aleiander,  Allen  of  Tennea-  ! 
see,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  ; 
Ball,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Brevard,  Bryan,  BuflTum,  Bar-  | 
ton,  Burwell,   Butler  of  New  Hampahire,   Butler  of 
Louisiana,    Cannon,  Clagett,  Cobb,   Cocke,    Crafts, 
Crawford,   Crowell,   Culpcper,    Cushman,  Cuthbert, 
Davidson,  Earle,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Fisher, 
Floyd,  Foot,  FuUer,  Gamett,  Hall  of  North  Carolina, 
Hardin,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Vir- 
ginia, Jonea  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Livermore,  Lowndes, 


line  of  the  printed  bill,  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  in- 
sert "  September,"  so  as  that  the  said  bill  com- 
mence and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  30th  day 
of  September,  1820,  instead  of  the  30th  of  June, 
1820.  ' 

This  motion  was  reiected  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved 
further  to  amend  the  bill,  by  reducing  the  duty  on 
salt  imported,  from  twenty-five  cents  per  bushel  to 
twenty  cents  per  bushel. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered  on  this  ques- 
tion, Mr.  Metcalp  moved  the  previous  question, 
(the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  decide  forthwith 
the  main  question,  viz.  the  engrossment  of  the 
bill  for  a  third  reading ;)  but  the  call  was  nega- 
tived—71  to  60. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  reducing  the 

^ ^ ^ ^_ ^^^     salt  duty,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas 

McCoy,  McCreary,  Mallary,  Mercer,  Neaii' NeFson  of  j  *"^  nays— For  the  amendment  93,  against  it  71, 
MsKsachusetU,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Overstreet,  Parker  '  *^  follows: 


of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea, 
Richards,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Settle,  Silsbee,  Simkins, 
8locumb,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Strong  of  Vermont,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  Tucker 
of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Upham, 
Walker,  Whitman,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Wil- 
liams of  North  Carolina — 79. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  N.  Y.,  Baker,  Bald- 
win, Bateman,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brown, 
Brush,  Campbell,  Case,  Clark,  Cook,  Culbreth,  Dar- 
lington, Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dowse,  Eddy,  Edwards  of 
Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ervin,  Folger, 


YiAs — Messrs.  Adams,  Aleiander,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball, 
Barbour,  Bayly,  Buffum,  Burwell,  Butler  of  New 
Hampshire,  Cannon,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Crafls,  Crawford, 
Crowell,  Culbretb,  Culpeper,  Cushman,  Cuthbert, 
Davidson,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Ed- 
wards of  Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, 
Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Fullerton,  Gar- 
nett,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hax- 
ard,  Hemphill,  Hibshman,  Heister,  Hill,  Holmes, 
Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kendall,  Kent, 
Kinsley,  Linn,   Jjirermore,    McCoy,  McCreary,  M«l- 


Ford,  Forrest,  Fullerton,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  j  lary.  Mason,  Mercer,  Morton.  Moseley,  Neale,  Nelson 
of  Pennsylvania,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  i  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Overstreet,  Par- 
Hall  of  Delaware,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Her-  kerof  Massachusetts,  Phelps,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Reed, 
rick,  HiUhman,  Heister,  Hostetter,  Kendall,  Kinsey,  \  Rhea,  Rich,  Richards,  Rogers,  Russ,  Sampson,  Ser- 
Kinsley,  Little,  Linn,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McLane  of  geant.  Settle,  Silsbee,  Simkms,  Slocumb,  B.  Smith  of 
Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Marchand,  Mason,  \  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Southard,  Strong 
Meigs,  Mctcalf,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton,  i  of  Vermont,  Swearingen,  Terrell.  Tomlinson,  Tomp- 
MoMley,  Murray,  Newton,  Parker  of  MassachusetU,  j  kins.  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Patterson,  Phelps,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Rich,  Richmond,  ,  Tyler,  Upham,  Whitman,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Wil- 
Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Shaw,  i  hams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wood. 
Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  South-  j  Nats — Messrs.  Allen  of  New  York,  Anderson,  Ba- 
ard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr,  \  ker,  Baldwin,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Boden, 
Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Van  Brown,  Brush,  Bryan,  Butlerof  Louisiana,  Campbell, 
Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  and  Wood— 92.  |  Case,  CUrk,   Cocke,    Cook,    Darlington,    Denniaon, 

The  amendments  reported  from  the  Committee  i  I^ewi*^  Dowse,   Folger,  Ford,  Gross  of  New  York, 


of  the  Whole  to  the  said  bill,  were  then  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Nelbon,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  further 
to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding  to  the  end  of  the  first 
section  the  following  proviso : 

"  Provided,  That  no  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
which  shall  be  imported  into  the  United  Sutes,  on  or 
before  the  30th  day  of  April,  1821,  if  from  places  be- 
yond the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  or,  on  or  before  the 
31st  day  of  October  next,  if  from  places  not  situated 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in  vessels  that  sailed 
from  the  United  States  before  the  passage  of  this  act, 
shall  be  subjected  to  any  higher  duty  than  is  required 
by  laws  now  in  force." 

And,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  amend  by  ad- 
ding the  said  proviso,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative. 

'   Mr.  Silsbee  moved  further  to  amend  the  said 
1»11,  by  striking  out  the  word  "  June,"  in  the  third 


Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of 
New  York,  Hardin,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hostetter, 
Jones  of  Tenn.,  Kinsey,  Little,  Lowndes,  Lyman, 
Maclay,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky, 
Marchand,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Mo- 
nell, Murray,  Newton,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patterson, 
PhilsoD,  Pitcher,  Richmond,  Robertson,  Ross,  Saw- 
yer, Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York, 
Tarr,  Taylor,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wal- 
lace, and  Wendover, 

Mr.  Hill,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  reducing  the  duty  on  imported  molas- 
ses from  "  ten"  cents  to  "  five"  cents  a  gallon ; 
on  which  motion  the  yeas  and  navs  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Parker,  perceiving  that  all  the  amend- 
ments which  had  been  discussed  and  rejected  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  would  probably  be  again 
offered,  and  the  time  of  the  Hoose  occnpi«l  in 
the  tedious  process  of  deciding  them  again,  by 
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yeas  and   nays,   moved   again  for  the  previous 
question. 

The  call  for  the  previous  question  was  sus- 
tained by  a  vote  of  SO  to  62 ;  and  the  previous 
question,  "Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?" 
was  stated  accordingly,  and  was  decided,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  in  the  affirmative — ayes  92,  noes  71,  as 
follows : 

Ykab — Messra.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  New 
York,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Ar- 
cher of  Virginia,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour. 
Beecher,  Blooiufield,  Bodeo,  Brown,  Brusti,  Bryan, 
Burton,  Hatler  of  Louiaiana,  Campbell,  Cannon, 
Clark.  Cobb,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crawford,  Croweil.  Dar- 
lington, Davidson,  Dewitt,  Dowse,  Earle,  Ervin,  Fish- 
er, Floyd,  Folger,  Ford,  Garnett,  Gross  of  New  York, 
Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New 
York,  Hall  of  Del.,  Hendricks,  Hibshman,  Hooks, 
Hoetetter,  Kent,  Kinsey,  Little,  Lowndes.  Lyman, 
McCoy,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Marchand,  Mason, 
Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  Monell,  Murray,  Parker  of  Vir- 
ginia, Patterson,  Phelps,  Pbilson,  Pitcher,  Rankin, 
Rhea,  Rich,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Settle,  Sloan, 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Stevens,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont, 
Tarr.  Taylor,  Terrell,  Tompkins,  Trimble,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace, 
Wendover,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Baleman,  Bay- 
ly, Buffum,  Burwell,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire, 
Case,  Clagett,  Crsfls,  Culbreth,  Culpeper,  Cushman, 
Cuthbert,  Dennison,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut, 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Foot,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Fullerton,  Hall  of  North 
Carolina,  Hardin,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Heieter,  Hill, 
Holmes,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kendall,  Linn, 
Livermore,  Maclay,  McCreary,  McLane  oi  Dela- 
ware, Mallary,  Meigs,  Mercer,  S.  Moore,  Morton, 
Moseley,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Newton, 
Overstreet,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Plumer,  Reed, 
Robertson,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Shaw, 
Silsbee,  Sirakins,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard,  Storrs. 
Strong  of  New  York,  Swearingen,  TomUnson,  Tracy, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Upham,  Whitman,  WiUiams  of 
Virginia,  and  Wood. 

The  said  main  question  was  then  put,  to  wit : 
Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time? 
and  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  90,  nays  69, 
as  follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  New  York,  Baker, 
Baldwin,  Bateraan,  Beecher,  Bloomfield.Boden,  Brown, 
Brush.  Campbell,  Case,  Clark,  Cook,  Darlington, 
Denniaon,  Dewitt,  Dowse,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Con- 
necticut, Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ervin,  Fay,  Fol- 
ger, Ford,  Forrest,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of 
Pennsylvania,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hail  of  New  York, 
Hall  of  Delaware,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Her- 
rick,  Hibshman,  Heister,  Hostetter,  Kendall,  Kinsey, 
Kinsley,  Little,  Linn,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McLane  of 
Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Marchand.  Mason, 
Meigs,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton, 
Moseley,  Murray,  Newton,  Parker  of  Massachusetu, 
Patterson,  Pheipe,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Rich,  Richmond, 
Rogers,  Ro3s,Russ,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Shaw, 
8loao,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs, 
SUeet,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlin- 
•on,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Van  Rensselaer, 
WaUace,  Wendover,  and  Wood. 


I  Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennessee, 
Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia, 
Ball,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Bryan,  Buffum,  Burton,  Bar- 
well,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Louisiana, 
Cannon,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Crawford, 
Croweil,  Culbreth,  Culpeper,  Cushman,  Cuthbert, 
Davidson,  Earle.  Edwards  of  N.  C,  Fisher,  Floyd, 
Foot,  Fullerton,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin, 
Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Tenneaeee, 
Kent,  Livermore,  Lowndes.  McCoy,  McCreary,  Mal- 
lary, Mercer,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Over- 
street,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Reed, 
Rhea,  RoberUon,  Settle,  Silsbee,  Simkins,  Slocumb, 
B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Swear- 
ingen, Terrell,  Tacker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Tyler,  Whitman,  Williams  of  Virginia, 
and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

The  House  then  (having  rejected  ten  or  twelve 
previous  motions  to  adjourn,  at  various  stages  of 
the  evening  proceedings)  adjourned  between  7 
and  8  o'clock,  after  a  sitting  of  more  than  nine 
hours. 


Saturday,  April  29. 

Mr.  S.MiTH,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  Conrad  Laub,  de- 
ceased ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McCov  moved  that  the  HoiLse  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Piatt ;"  which 
motion  was  rejected  by  the  House. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  benefit  of  Christopher 
Miller,"  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  House  took  up  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  bill  concerning  the  banks  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Mercer  moved  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  amendment;  which  motion  was  negatived; 
and  then  the  House  agreed  to  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate  without  a  division. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  granting  certain  priv- 
ileges to  the  Ocean  Steamship  Company,  of  New 
York,  was  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr.  McLean,  of  Ken- 
tucky, who  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  and  by 
Mr.  Foot,  and  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Gross, 
of  New  York,  and  Newton;  and  after  some  re- 
marks from  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  who  wished 
further  time  to  examine  the  bill;  it  was  recom- 
mitted. 


THE  NAVY. 


■-.i^  » 


Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  rose,  and 
said  he  should  take  the  liberty  to  submit  to  the 
House  several  propositions  growing  out  of  the 
vote  last  evening  on  the  tariff  bill.  If  that  bill 
passed  into  a  law,  of  which  he  thought  there  was 
little  doubt,  since  the  vote  had  been  taken,  a  rad- 
ical, a  total  change  would  be  effected  in  the  sys- 
tem of  policy  heretofore  pursued.  It  appears  to 
me,  sir,  that  we  have  been  happy,  that  we  have 
flourished,  in  a  pre-eminent  degree,  under  the  op- 
erations of  the  system  so  much  reprobated  by  the 
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friends  of  the  new  tariff.  In  lieu  of  a  tax  on 
consumptions,  we  must,  it  seems,  now  resort  to  a 
system  of  internal  taxation.  The  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Baldwin,)  under  whose  aus- 
pices this  bill  was  ushered  into  the  House,  and 
carried  through  with  a  triumphant  majority,  had 
always  been  favorable,  if  he  was  not  mistaken,  to 
a  system  of  internal  taxation.  That  gentleman 
voted  against  the  repeal  of  the  internal  duties, 
when  a  longer  continuance  of  them  was  mani- 
festly unnecessary,  and  when  the  President  had 
recommended  their  abolition.  But  without  the 
former  votes  of  the  gentleman,  the  whole  of  his 
present  project  is  evidence  unequivocal  to  my 
mind  that  ne  wishes  to  re-establish  a  system  of 
internal  taxation. 

The  gentleman  had  distinctly  said  that  the 
system  of  revenue  which  was  now  in  operation 
had  been  tried ;  that  it  had  failed ;  and  that  we 
must  change  it.  Mr.  W.  said  he  was  not  dis- 
posed to  think  or  to  act  with  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania ;  that  he  denied  to  the  gentleman 
the  force  of  his  argument,  founded  upon  the  inad- 
equacy of  our  present  system.  But  admitting  it 
to  be  inadequate,  Mr.  \V.  denied  the  propriety  or 
policy  of  such  a  remedy  as  that  gentleman  pro- 
posed. Sir,  said  he,  what  is  the  real  cause  of  the 
deficit  in  the  revenue  ?  Is  the  deficiency  owing 
to  any  fault  in  the  system  itself,  or  does  it  proceed 
from  the  enormous  expenditures  of  money  ?  I 
say  it  boldly,  and  without  fear  of  contradiction, 
that  the  beggared  condition  of  the  Treasury  arises 
from  the  improper  expenditures  of  money,  and 
not  from  any  fault  in  tne  revenue  system.  The 
friends  of  the  present  revenue  system  have  not 
been  disappointed.  It  has  produced  all  the  good 
Ihey  expected  would  result  from  it  at  the  time  it 
was  adopted.  But,  sir,  many  heavy  expenditures 
have  since  been  authorized,  and  which  were  not 
contemplated  at  the  period  the  system  was  adopt- 
ed. Tnis  is  the  real  cause  of  the  insufficiency  of 
funds  in  the  Treasury. 

No  doubt  a  portion,  and  perhaps  a  serious  por- 
tion, too,  of  the  failure  arises  from  the  present 
deranged  state  of  the  circulating  medium ;  but 
this  is  no  fault  of  the  system  ;  and  notwithstand- 
ing all  these  embarrassments,  it  would  have  an- 
swered every  purpose,  provided  the  expenditures 
had  not  been  unreasonable  and  improper.     The 

? gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  however,  had  uni- 
ormly  opposed,  Mr.  W.  said,  every  effort  to  re- 
trench, to  economise,  and  to  save  the  public  money. 
8o  far,  then,  as  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
was  concerned,  the  deficiency  of  revenue  had 
been  owing  more  to  the  course  of  policy  pursued 
by  him  in  this  House  than  to  any  defect  in  the 
system.  The  system,  Mr.  W.  repeated,  had  not 
failed ;  it  had  answered  every  purpose  contempla- 
ted by  its  friends  at  the  period  of  its  adoption. 
But  tne  Congress  of  the  United  States  had  failed, 
if  there  was  failure  anywhere.  They  had  author- 
ized excessive  expenditures,  not  contemplated. 
Had  the  Army  been  reduced,  as  often  proposed  in 
this  House,  there  would  not  now  be  a  deficiency 
of  money  in  the  Treasury.  But  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  had  opposed,  at  all  times,  any 


reduction  of  the  Military  Establishment.  Not 
only  so,  but  the  gentleman  had  opposed  every  at- 
tempt to  reduce  the  expenditures  appertaining  to 
the  Army.  Even  the  Yellow  Stone  Expedition, 
condemned  by  the  deliberate  judgment  of  this 
House,  as  not  only  useless  and  expensive,  but  dan- 
gerous, the  gentleman  supported  by  his  vote. 

Mr.  W.  said  it  was  a  source  of  some  little  con- 
solation at  least,  that,  if  the  tariff  bill  went  into 
operation,  the  Army  would  be  reduced  as  a  matter 
of  course.  It  would,  in  that  state  of  things,  be 
less  necessary  than  it  had  been,  and  its  most  de- 
termined advocates  in  this  House  would  not  any 
longer  be  able  to  sustain  it.  In  any  difficulties 
we  might  calculate  on  with  Spain,  there  appeared 
to  be  no  occasion  for  the  Army  in  its  present  size. 
But  thinking  the  reduction  of  the  Army  would 
ensue,  as  a  matter  of  course,  upon  the  pstssage  of 
the  tariff  bill,  he  should  not  say  any  thing  more  on 
the  subject ;  nor  had  he  provided  any  resolution 
specifically  for  that  object.  The  next  branch  of 
public  expenditure  rendered  wholly  unnecessary, 
if  the  bill  should  pass,  was  the  appropriation  for 
the  gradual  increase  of  the  Navy. 

Sir,  it  is  proposed  that  we  adopt  a  Chinese  pol- 
icy ;  that  we  shall  always  stay  at  home,  and  never 
go  abroad.  Of  what  use,  then,  can  be  your  Navy? 
The  Navy  was  created  to  defend  your  maritime 
and  commercial  rights.  If  you  have  no  com- 
merce of  what  use  can  be  your  Navy  to  defend  the 
very  rights  which  you  have  declared  you  will  not 
exercise  ?  Mr.  W.  said  he  would  never  agree  to 
tax  his  constituents,  in  the  firyt  place,  to  support 
manufacturing  establishments,  and  then  to  sup- 
port an  army  and  a  navy,  rendered  wholly  useless 
and  unnecessary  by  the  policy  proposed  to  be 
pursued. 

Mr.  W.  said,  further,  that,  when  the  commer- 
cial interest  suffers ;  when  their  rights  are  inva- 
ded, petitions  flow  in  upon  us ;  are  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  and  by  that  committee 
are  duly  considered.  If  any  law  is  necessary  to 
provide  for  the  commercial  interests,  the  commit- 
tee report  a  bill,  and  it  is  passed  into  a  law.  Thus, 
the  commercial  interest  is  guarded  and  defended. 
At  this  session  we  have,  also,  a  distinct  Commit- 
tee on  Manufactures.  The  mass  of  petitions  and 
documents  laid  on  our  tables,  and,  above  all,  the 
bilb  reported  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, tend  to  show  the  great  vigilance  with  which 
the  manufacturing  interest  is  guarded.  Grentle- 
men  say  that  there  are,  in  this  country,  three  in- 
terests, the  agricultural,  commercial^  and  mana- 
facturing.  And  how  happens  it,  sir,  that  the 
agricultural,  the  great  leading  and  substantial 
interest  in  this  country,  has  no  committee — no 
organized  tribunal  in  this  House  to  hear  and  de- 
termine on  their  grievances  ?  If  the  commercial 
or  manufacturing  interests  are  affected,  the  cry 
resoimds  throughout  the  country ;  remonstrances 
flow  in  upon  us ;  they  are  referred  to  committees 
appointea  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  them,  and 
adequate  remedies  are  provided.  But,  sir,  when 
agriculture  is  oppressed,  and  makes  complaint, 
what  tribunal  is  in  this  House  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine on  the  grievance  ? 
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Now,  I  suppose  agricultural  petitions  could  not 
be  referred  to  the  Coraraittee  on  Manufactures ! 
The  policy  pursued  by  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
srlrania,  who  is  at  tne  head  of  that  committee, 
snows  you  that  agriculture  can  get  nothing  from 
manufactures.  Let  us,  then,  have  a  distinct  and 
separate  committee  on  agriculture,  to  hear  and 
determine  on  the  grievances  of  which  that  inter- 
est may  complain.  Sir,  I  wish  to  hear  the  agri- 
cultural voice  of  the  country  ;  let  the  farmers  and 
planters  speak.  They  constitute  an  mterest  which 
to  all  other  interests  is  as  ten  to  one,  twenty  to 
one,  or  one  hundred  to  one.  They  are  patient 
and  long  suffering,  they  will  bear  a  great  deal 
without  murmur  or  complaint.  But  there  is  a 
point  beyond  which  they  cannot  bear.  Beyond 
that  point  I  fear  we  are  about  to  go.  For  the 
purpose,  therefore,  of  having  some  tribunal  before 
whom  the  agricultural  interest  may  appear,  I  shall 
subofiit  a  resolution  to  establish  a  committee  on 
that  subject.  They  are  the  majority,  they  have  a 
right  not  onlv  to  be  heard,  but  to  control.  Op- 
press them  only  a  little  longer,  and  they  will  rise 
m  the  majesty  of  their  strength  j  they  must  and 
will  demand  suitable  relief  Mr.  W.  concluded 
by  offering  the  following  resolutions ;  which  were 
read : 

Retolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  repealing  any  law  or 
laws  making  appropriations  for  the  increase  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States. 

Remlved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  calling  home  the  squa- 
dron in  the  Mediteranean  sea. 

Mr.  Williams  submitted,  also,  the  following 
resolution  to  amend  the  rules,  which  lies  on  the 
table  one  day  of  course  : 

Resolved,  That  an  additional  standing  committee 
be  appointed,  to  be  denominated  *'  The  Committee  on 
Agriculture." 

THE  ARMY. 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  said,  he  was 
glad  to  see  the  course  taken  by  his  friend  from  North 
Carolina.  His  intention  was  to  offer  another  res- 
olution, pressing  the  same  object  still  farther.  Mr. 
F.  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  if  the  present 
tariff  passed,  from  the  effects  he  believed  it  would 
produce  upon  the  country,  that  it  would  cau^  a 
radical  change  in  all  his  opinions,  as  it  regarded 
the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States.  He 
felt  it  due  to  himself  to  say,  that  heretofore  he  had 
been  friendly  to  the  Army  and  Navy  ;  but  would 
rather  dispense  with  both  than  oppress  the  country 
with  a  system  of  excise  and  taxes.  He  knew  there 
was,  some  time  ago,  a  political  party  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  who  thought  that  method  most  wise 
and  best,  of  supporting  the  Government,  which 
looked  to  direct  taxes  ;  but  he  was  not  one  of  that 
number  ;  his  antipathy  to  that  sptem  was  still  the 
same.  The  motion,  therefore,  which  he  was  about 
to  submit,  proceeded  from  a  strong  conviction, 
that,  unless  we  reduced  our  expenditures  in  this 
"Way,  this  oppressive  and  ruinous  system,  which 
we  are  threatened  with,  must  very  shortly  be 
brought  into  operation,  which  will  require  at  least  j 


eight  or  ten  millions  annually  of  direct  tax — a  stim 
which  the  community,  in  times  of  greater  pros- 
perity, could  not  bear,  and,  in  these  times  of  diffi- 
culty and  distress,  cannot  be  paid  unless  by  a  sacri- 
fice of  property,  perhaps  at  less  than  a  fifth  of  its 
value. 

Mr.  F.  believed  the  revenues  of  the  country 
would,  for  several  years,  be  less  and  less;  that 
each  year  would  show  a  still  greater  deficit,  until 
the  trade  of  the  world  settled  down  to  the  proper 
point,  which  the  wants  and  situation  of  all  would 
tiltimately  determine.  Whilst  a  navy  could  be  of 
no  use  to  us,  having  no  commerce  to  protect,  as 
we  were  about  to  become  a  nation  of  weavers,  he 
could  not  think  it  necessary  to  retain  that  which 
formed  so  large  a  part  of  our  expenditures.  A  few 
small  vessels,  to  protect  our  coasting  trade,  whilst 
they  took  their  manufactures  to  tne  South,  and 
returned  with  cargoes  of  cotton,  might  be  useful ; 
more  was  unnecessary  and  burdensome,  and  must 
in  a  short  time  decay,  and,  with  the  tonnage  of 
the  country,  disappear. 

The  Army,  Mr.  F.  said,  which  likewise  formed 
so  large  a  portion  of  our  expenses,  could  with 
much  propriety  be  dispensed  with.  A  few,  very 
few,  were  necessary  to  take  care  of  the  fortifica- 
tions which  might  be  now  finished,  or  which,  by 
existing  contracts  or  appropriations,  may  soon  be 
so.  The  defence  of  every  country,  Mr.  F.  said, 
depended  upon  the  secunty  of  a  few  important 
points,  leaving  the  intermediate  parts  to  be  pro- 
tected by  movements  from  these  points ;  though 
now,  he  believed,  there  would  be  still  less  cause 
to  apprehend  any  thing  from  contact  with  other 
nations,  as  we  were  about  to  become  manufac- 
turers. 

Mr,  F.  said,  he  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  an 
excise  and  direct  taxes  at  the  present  time,  par- 
ticularly as  the  friends  of  the  present  measure 
seemed  disposed  to  adopt  the  Chinese  policy ;  an 
army  and  navy,  under  such  circumstances,  could 
only  serve  to  remind  us  of  what  we  once  were. 
If  there  was  war,  or  any  necessity  of  the  country, 
not  resulting  from  a  measure  of  our  own,  at  this 
time,  knowing  it  to  lead  directly  to  a  system  of 
internal  taxation,  he  would  vote  for  a  tax  as  high 
as  any  gentleman  would  desire ;  but,  when  no  ne- 
cessity, in  his  opinion,  did  exist,  he  was  averse  to 
any  tning  of  the  sort.  The  particular  distresses 
of  the  country,  instead  of  prompting  to  impositions 
upon  the  people,  required,  in  his  opinion,  BT^l 
care  and  economy  in  the  management  of  affairs, 
to  avoid  necessity  for  any  new  demands.  He 
could  not  see  the  wonderful  benefits  which  were 
to  result  to  this  people,  from  this  Grovemment, 
when  they  were  made  to  feel  heavy  burdens  to 
support  an  army  and  navy,  which  coold  have  no 
other  employment  than  protecting  the  wearers. 
This  country,  said  Mr.  F,,  is  unlilte  any  other ; 
the  General  (Government  can  have  no  subject  of 
expense,  but  such  as  is  truly  national ;  an  army, 
a  navy,  the  civil  list ;  the  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try in  time  of  peace,  ought,  if  possible,  to  pay  that 
expense,  and  not  harass  the  citizen  with  two  sys- 
tems of  taxation.  If  things  were  permitted  to  re- 
main, the  revenue  of  the  country,  with  proper 
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economy,  would  be,  as  it  ought  to  be,  equal  to  all 
the  demands  upon  the  Treasury.  Mr.  F.  repeated, 
that  in  offering  this  resolution,  he  had  no  feeling 
hostile  to  the  Army  or  Navy,  but  was  actuated  by 
a  desire  alone  to  reduce  the  expenditures  ol  the 
nation,  that  if  possible,  the  heavy  taxes  with  which 
we  were  threatened,  by  the  friends  of  the  tariff, 
might  be  avoided.  He  said  he  had  still  a  hope 
that  this  billj  fraught  with  evil,  which  he  conceived 
it  to  be,  which  he  saw  would  inevitably  pass  this 
House,  would  be  arrested  elsewhere.  Mr.  F.  then 
submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  was,  on 
his  motion,  laid  on  the  table: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill,  reducing  the  Army  of 
the  United  States  to  six  thousand  men,  to  consist  of 
a  due  proportion  of  infantry,  artillery,  and  riflemen. 

REVISION  OF  THE  TARIFF. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  regulate  the  duties  on  im- 
port^ and  tonnage  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Balowi.n  remarked,  that  it  would  be  recol- 
lected the  bounty  on  pickled  fish  exported  had 
been  increased  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  in 
consequence  of  an  increase  of  the  duty  on  im- 
ported sale — the  duty  on  salt  had  subsequently 
been  reduced,  but  it  had  been  omitted  at  the  same 
time  to  make  a  corresponding  change  in  the  bounty 
on  pickled  fish.  He  presumed  there  could  be  no 
objection  now  to  make  this  amendment,  and 
moved  that  the  House  agree  thereto  by  general 
consent,  (by  which  only  an  amendment  can  be 
made  to  a  bill  m  the  House  on  the  third  reading.) 

The  motion  was  objected  to,  and  of  course 
failed. 

Mr.  Rhea  then  rose  and  spoke  about  an  hour 
against  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Slocumb.  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  re- 
commit the  bill,  with  instructions  to  reduce  the 
duty  on  imported  iron  in  bars,  dec,  from  81  25  to 
75  cents  per  hundred  weight. 

This  motion  produced  a  debate  of  considerable 
duration,  touching  occasionally  on  the  general 
merits  of  the  bill,  as  well  as  on  the  expediency  of 
committing  the  bill  for  the  purpose  proposed. 

The  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  was  advocated 
by  Messrs.  Slocumb,  Pinckney,  Silsbee,  Mer- 
cer, Nelson,  of  Massachusetts,  Morton,  Sjhith, 
of  North  Carolina,  Livermore,  Floyd,  Holmes, 
and  Foot,  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Kinset, 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  Baldwin,  Storrs,  Ser- 
oeant;  and  Gross,  of  New  York.  The  debate 
continued  until  about  four  o'clock. 

Mr.  KiN8EY,of  New  Jersey,  addressed  the  House 
as  follows — 

Mr.  Speaker:  Did  I  believe  this  item  of  the  bill 
was  either  partial  in  its  operation,  or  local  in  its 
effects,  I  should  not,  at  present,  oppose  the  motion  ; 
but,  believing,  as  I  do,  that  the  increase  of  duty,  as 
contemplated  by  the  bill,  is  not  more  than  neces- 
sary for  the  protection  of  one  of  the  most  valuable 
of  our  manufactures,  I  am  necessarily  compelled 
to  oppose  every  attempt  to  withdraw  from  them 
that  fostering  protection  they,  at  this  time,  so  much 
require,  to  preserve  those  that  are  partially  in  ope- 
ration, and  resuscitate  those  that  have  gone  to  de- 
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cay.  The  question,  whether  we  shall  give  efficient 
protection  to  our  manufactures  of  iron,  is  not  con- 
nned  to  local  or  sectional  districts,  but  spreads  itself 
over  the  whole  continent.  Nature  has  extended 
the  iron  region  through  every  State  in  greater 
quantity  and  superior  quality  than  to  any  other 
portion  of  the  globe ;  and  it  oelongs  to  us,  as  the 
depository  of  the  nation's  highest  interests,  to  seize 
the  present  opportunity  to  call  into  operation  the 
dormant  resources  which  a  mistaken  policy  has 
discouraged  in  some  instances,  and  in  others  ne- 
glected, to  give  energetic  efficiency  to  this  branch 
of  national  industry,  so  essential  to  our  strength, 
wealth,  and  independence.  "  To  be  independent 
for  the  comforts  of  life,  we  must  fabricate  them 
ourselves,"  is  a  maxim  of  one  of  our  greatest  states- 
men ;  it  is  a  principle  of  national  economy,  self- 
evident,  and  admits  not  of  a  doubt ;  and  yet,  whilst 
the  quantity  made  in  the  country  is  lessening,  and 
our  importations  have  very  considerably  increased, 
we  are  told  no  further  protection  is  necessary ;  ana 
several  gentlemen  from  Massachusetts,  witn  great 
plausibility  of  reasoning  and  apparent  accuracy  of 
calculation,  have  given  you  the  cost  of  making  a 
ton  of  bar  iron,  and,  with  the  ore  brought  from 
New  Jersey,  have  stated  the  cost  at  less  than  fifty 
dollars  a  ton ;  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  gentl^ 
men  of  unimpeachable  veracity,  knowledge,  and 
integrity,  and,  on  a  former  occasion,  under  the 
sanctity  of  an  oath,  declared,  that,  in  New  Jersey, 
it  cannot  be  produced  under  one  hundred  dollars 
per  ton.  Another  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
denying  all  local  prejudices,  undertakes  to  show 
the  impolicy  of  increasing  the  duty  on  iron,  as  it 
must  operate  against  the  interests  of  his  constitu- 
ents, in  manufacturing  nails,  sprigs,  and  brads, 
forgetting  that,  on  a  former  occasion,  the  duty  was 
raised  on  sprigs  and  brads,  on  his  own  motion, 
from  three  cents  per  pound  to  five  cents  per  thou- 
sand, equal,  on  sprigs  of  one  thousand  to  the  ounce, 
to  eighty  cents  per  pound,  being  an  increase  of 
seventy-seven  cents  per  pound.  This  was  again 
introduced  into  the  present  bill,  and  carried  by  a 
large  majority.  In  answer  to  those  gentlemen 
who  contend  that  the  manufacture  of  iron  is  a  pro- 
ductive one,  and,  as  some  have  attempted  to  proTe, 
the  most  profitable  of  any  other,  I  would  call  their 
attention  to  the  quantity  annually  imported,  and 
the  decayed  and  dilapidated  state  of  the  works 
which,  to  the  capitalist  or  adventurer,  are  like 
beacons  to  warn  all  from  embarking  in  undertak- 
ings wherein  so  many  have  been  shipwrecked,  and 
where  the  mouldering  monuments  of  political  er- 
rors deter  the  industrious  adventurer  from  a  ptir- 
suit  which  has  involved  in  loss  and  bankruptcy 
three-fourths  of  the  individuals  engaged  in  those 
useful  and  necessary  establishments.  Those  dis- 
tricts which  may  be  properly  called  the  iron  dis- 
tricts, and  which  for  many  years  have  supported 
a  hardy,  industrious,  and  enterprising  race,  hare 
in  a  manner  become  depopulated,  and  where  the 
busy  hum  of  industry  spread  happiness  and  plenty, 
now  meagre  misery  and  want  have  usurped  tne 
place. 

To  those  who  contend  that  the  protection  con- 
templated by  the  present  bill  will  eventaally  amotint 
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to  a  prohibition,  and,  by  a  course  of  reasoning 
(whica  I  confess  myself  incapable  of  understand- 

niDg)  undertake  to  prove  the  present  protection  is 

'■ifoo  high,  I  have  only  to  answer,  we  have  ioiported 
the  last  year  twenty  thousand  tons,  and  the  present 
-duty,  though  increased  from  forty-five  to  seventy- 
five  cents  per  hundredweight,  has  had  no  effect  m 
increasing  the  price  to  the  consumer,  decreasing 
Ihe  revenue,  or  lessening  the  quantity  imported, 
which  has  continued  to  increase  as  our  own  has 
diminished.  Thus,  it  is  evident,  contrary  to  the 
reasoning  and  cases  stated  by  gentlemen,  we  are 
annually  becoming  more  and  more  dependent  on 
IBurope  for  an  article  the  most  essential  to  our 
comfort,  safety,  and  independence. 

In  travelling  through  those  districts  where  once 
ft  brave,  rugged,  enterjvrising  population  thronged 

.  ^ong  those  streams  and  rivers  tnat  propelled  the 
works,  and,  by  their  productive  labor,  added  to  the 
national  strength  and  wealth,  a  vigorous  activity 
was  manifest  on  every   side,  whilst  increasing 
^prosperity  stamped  cheerfulness  on  every  counte- 
nance.   At  present,  the  withering  blight  of  foreign 
competition  has  destroyed  establishments  which, 
Sat  half  a  century,  have  been  progressive,  but,  at 
present,  are  wholly  abandoned,  and  we  have  be- 
come dependent  on  the  industry  of  Europe  for  two 
im^ion  dollars  of  an  article  which  could  have 
Iteen  produced  from  our  own  mines  and  mountains 
by  that  labor  which  has  been  lost  to  the  nation, 
ftnd  thousands  of  individuals,  in   place  of  being 
profitably  employed,  are,  at  present,  burdensome  to 
the  community,  and  an  industrious  race  of  men 
.have  been  forced  from  the  place  of  their  nativity, 
poor  and  penniless,  to  seek  a  subsistence  in  other 
districts,  and  by  other  avocations.     Their  knowl- 
edge in  that  art  m  which  alone  they  w^ere  acquaint- 
ed has  become  useless  to  themselves,  and  lost  to  the 
nation.     Capitals  to  the  amount  of  millions  have 
sunk  from  society,  which  can  never  be  restored. 
Thus  has  one  of  our  most  useful  branches  of  in- 
dustry been  sacrificed  at  the  shrine  of  commercial 
cupidity,  whose  advocates,  not  satisfied  with  those 
oiferings  which  continue  to  paralyze  the  industry 
of  the  country,  still  insatiate,  cry,  give  !  give!  and 
tell  you,  by  increasing  duty  on  iron  you  increase 
the  expense  of  ship  buildine,  on  which  they  are 
(desirous  to  make  profit    Wny  will  not  gentlemen 
ftpply  the  same  principles  and  doctrines  in  this  as 
in  other  branches  of  labor,  and  buy  their  ships 

,  where  they  can  procure  them  the  cheapest  ?  Must 
'the  whole  interest  of  the  nation  continue  to  be 
taxed  to  support  this  commercial  mania?  It  is 
time  for  this  Government  to  turn  its  attention  to 
those  inestimable  establishments  resting  on  terra 
"firma,  which  will  lay  the  permanent  basis  of  our 
future  greatness  and  power  on  the  solid  foundation 
of  national  industry.  Too  long  has  this  unsub- 
stantial vision  of  commercial  advancement  misled 
the  nation.  She  deserted,  after  leading  us  into  a 
war  ;  she  will  disappoint  our  expectations  now  we 
are  at  peace :  yet.  oy  her  meretricious  arts,  she 
seeks  to  engross  tne  whole  of  Governmental  pat- 
ronage, whilst  the  National  Legislature,  with 
maternal  solicitude,  seeks  to  shield  tier  alone  from  1 
aU  forci^  competition.    I  fear  the  attempt  will  be  j 


a  vain  one,  for,  like  the  unstable  element  on  which 
she  rest"!,  she  will  always  continue  to  cast  up  mire 
and  dirt.  Is  Government  petitioned  to  aid  the 
manufactures  of  the  country — the  friends  of  com- 
merce exhibit  to  our  view  the  wretched  situation 
of  the  manufactures  of  England,  and  the  gentle- 
man from  MassachusetLs  has,  with  a  glowing  fig- 
ure, represented  them  by  the  type  of  hell  itself. 
When  commerce  is  spoken  of,  we  are  again  pre- 
sented with  the  picture  of  the  fast-anchored  isle  as 
all-powerful  and  prosperous,  and  as  the  anchor  of 
the  world's  last  hope. 

From  whence  originates  this  national  sensibility 
to  rights  maritime,  and  this  astonishing  apathy  to 
questions  of  the  highest  interest  ?  Let  the  least 
fibre  of  our  commercial  interests  be  but  approached, 
and  the  whole  seaboard  is  roused  as  by  touch  elec- 
tric ;  but  when  a  policy  is  silently  pursued,  by 
which  millions  of  capital  are  lost  to  the  nation, 
andthousandsof  individuals  reduced  to  bankruptcy 
and  want,  and  whilst  ruin  is  advancing  with  ac- 
celerated pace,  the  most  stoical  indinerefice  is 
manifested,  and  many  gentlemen  have  manifested 
more  ingenuity  in  denning  and  describing  the 
causes  of  the  failures  of  manufactories,  than  they 
have  discovered  solicitude  in  seeking  a  remedy  for 
the  evil.  The  want  of  capital,  the  derangement 
of  business  on  the  withdrawal  of  the  circulating 
medium — those  causes  had  an  effect ;  but  the  real 
cause  was  the  want  of  support  against  foreign  com- 
petition. The  want  of  capital  is  disproved  by  the 
solicitude  for  loans  and  tne  low  rate  of  interest : 
It  arises  not  from  the  want  of  capital,  but  the  un- 
certainty of  returns  of  capitals  employed.  Was 
confidence  restored  to  those  branches  of  industry, 
capital  would  again  revert  to  those  channels  which 
formerly  presented  a  certain  and  most  profitable 
return.  What,  then,  is  our  present  situation,  and 
what  can  be  done  to  call  intooperation  the  dormant 
resources  of  the  country  ?  Capital  cannot,  with 
any  prospect  of  success,  be  employed  in  coomierce, 
from  the  universal  loss  that  has  followed  every 
species  of  foreign  adventure;  it  cannot  be  employed 
in  agriculture  with  any  prospect  of  success,  from 
the  uncertainty  of  foreign  demand  ;  and  the  pros- 
pect of  hope  is  barred  in  the  channel  of  manufac- 
tures, from  the  threatened  ruin  awaiting  them  from 
foreign  competition.  We  caanot.  by  any  act,  in- 
crease the  demand  for  our  surplus  agricultural 
productions,  as  that  must  depend  on  the  necessities 
of  foreign  nations.  We  cannot  extend  foreign 
commerce,  as  that  depends  on  the  caprice  and  con- 
tingencies of  foreign  Grovemments.  But  we  can, 
and  it  is  a  duty  incumbent  on  us,  to  call  into  ope- 
ration millions  of  dormant,  sunken,  unproductive 
capital,  already  vested  in  the  decayed  and  dilapi- 
dated manufactories  of  our  country.  Confidence 
restored  to  those  once  profitable  establishments,  the 
capitalsretiredfromcommerceand  the  unproductive 
labors  of  agriculture  will  find  a  sure  and  profitable 
employment ;  will,  through  this  channel,  return 
and  give  activity  to  national  industry.  ^ 

Notwithstanding  the  improved  state  of  manu- 
factures in  England,  Adam  Smith  has  proven 
agriculture  to  be  the  most  sure  and  profitaole  re- 
turn of  capital,  as  it  is  the  only  branch  of  labor 
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•over  which  she  has  control ;  not  producing  suffi- 
cient for  her  own  subsistence,  she  is  enabled  to  fix 
,a  standard  value  to  the  productions  of  this  species 
of  industry  by  her  corn  laws.  The  example  of 
Britain,  as  it  regards  agriculture,  is  presented  to  us 
in  manufactures;  it  is  with  us  the  only  branch  of 
industry  to  which  we  can  give  energy  and  effi- 
ciency, and  over  which  we  can,  for  many  years, 
.possess  a  powerful  control.  At  the  same  time  we 
g\ye  to  the  home  trade  increased  activity  and 
fpower,  which  is  at  all  times  the  most  lucrative  and 
certain  portion  of  our  commerce.  As  in  the  trade 
with  foreign  nations,  founded  on  reciprocity,  the 
profits  must  be  divided ;  therefore,  one  half  the 
profits  on  the  labor  necessary  to  produce  the  article 
of  exchange  goes  to  the  foreign  merchant.  When^ 
as,  in  exchanges  between  one  State  and  another, 
the  whole  profit  is  saved  to  the  country.  Further, 
the  capital  required  to  carry  on  a  foreign  trade 
must  always  be  greater  than  that  necessary  for  the 
home  trade,  as  the  returns  must  be  much  slower, 
requiring  in  some  instances  one  or  two  years; 
whereas,  the  home  trade  gives  six  or  twelve  returns 
in  the  same  time.  Thus,  if  the  capitals  are  equal, 
the  home  trade  will  give  twelve  or  even  twenty- 
four  times  more  encouragement  to  the  industry  of 
the  country  than  the  foreign  trade;  or,  the  one- 
tenth  of  the  capital  employed  in  the  home  trade 
will  be  more  productive  than  ten  times  the  same 
amount  in  foreign  trade.  This  reasoning  is  proven 
to  be  correct  by  the  situation  of  our  country  during 
the  period  of  embargo,  non-intercourse,  and  war. 
During  the  year  1814,  when  the  exports,  foreign 
and  domestic,  were  short  of  seven  millions,  the 
price  of  all  agricultural  productions  was  more  than 
double  the  price  the  last  year,  when  our  exports 
exceeded  seventy  millions.  During  the  period  first 
alluded  to,  an  increased  activity  was  given  to  in- 
ternal industry ;  labor  of  all  kinds  was  in  demand 
and  amply  compensated  ;  and,  though  foreign  com- 
merce was  prostrate,  the  price  of  land  and  all  kinds 
of  agricultural  productions  was  fifty  per  cent,  above 
the  year  1819,  when  an  universal  torpor  seems  to 
pervade  every  section  of  the  country,  and  a  paraly- 
sis has  seized  on  all  kinds  of  business  and  industry. 
The  sympathy  expressed  by  the  advocates  of  com- 
merce, for  the  interests  o\  agriculture,  is  wholly 
unnecessary.  The  great  agricultural  States  of 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  ever  attentive  to 
their  true  interests,  and  well  acquainted  with  the 
sources  of  their  wealth,  have  instructed  their  repre- 
sentatives to  protect  manufactures.  The  States  of 
Ohio  and  New  Jersey  have  unanimously  done  the 
same.  Let  us  not  be  told  that  the  agriculturist  is 
opposed  to  manufactures ;  it  i.s  a  libel  on  that  noWe 
and  patriotic  portion  of  the  community.  When 
did  the  farmer  shrink  from  any  deprivation  or 
danger  when  the  independence  ot  his  country  was 
the  stake  to  be  contended  for?  Are  the  important 
events  in  our  history  so  soon  forgotten?  In  the 
last  contest  for  our  rights,  maritime  war,  with  all 
its  evils,  sacrifices,  and  deprivations,  was  submitted 
to,  and  met  with  a  cheerfulness  and  dignity  char- 
acteristic of  the  nation.  The  pride  of  indepen- 
dence, the  hope  of  future  prosperity,  in  imagina- 
tion, painted  some  future  good  beyond  the  horizon 


of  present  ill ;  he  was  willing  to  sacrifice  the  ex- 
pense of  jpersonal  enjoyment  for  the  gratifying 
triumph  of  national  superiority,  conscious  he  wouQ 
sink  more  sweetly  to  the  grave  by  leaving  to  his 
children  the  inheritance  of  liberty. 

Sir,  we  are  legislating  for  the  same  proud,  oa!- 
culating,  brave  yeomanry  now,  who  are  fully  com- 
petent to  estimate  every  act  that  increases  the  na- 
tional strength  or  advances  their  future  prospects. 
The  friends  of  manufactures  ask  no  sacrifices ;  they 
are  alone  solicitous  to  recall  into  operation  milU^HU 
of  dormant  sunken  capital,  which,  whilst  it  recalls 
into  active  operation  the  paralyzed  industry  of  the 
country,  calls  for  the  developement  of  the  sources 
of  national  wealth.  The  object  of  the  present 
tariff  is  to  make  this  country  independent  of  the 
world,  to  lay  the  foundations  of  its  future  greatness 
on  the  solid  basis  of  its  own  internal  strength,  and, 
from  the  profitable  employment  of  the  labor  of  the 
country,  create  durable  riches.  Keep  firmly  to 
your  purposes  and  the  voice  of  the  Republic  will 
sanction  the  act.  By  such  a  course  of  policy  we 
diM;onnect  ourselves  from  the  entangling  alliances 
of  Europe,  and  become  what  we  ought  to  be,  a 
nation  truly  American.  These  observations  vrae 
necessary,  in  answer  to  the  .several  gentlemen  who 
have  endeavored  to  prove  the  interest  of  manufac- 
tures adverse  to  agriculture.  But,  with  respect  to 
the  que^tlon  immediately  before  the  House,  the  in- 
crea.se  of  the  duty  on  iron,  it  may  be  necessary  to 
advert  to  the  progress  of  the  manufacture  of  that 
precious  metal  in  other  countries. 

In  Russia,  from  whence  we  derive  our  largest 
supply,  when  Peter  the  Great  came  to  the  empire, 
he  found  the  iron  manufactories  in  the  possession 
of  British  agents,  and  the  trade  almost  wholly  mo- 
nopolized by  English  merchants.  Indignant  at 
an  usurpation  so  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  his 
empire,  he  descended  into  the  mines;  he  explored 
and  estimated  the  advantages  of  those  inexhausti- 
ble sources  of  wealth ;  be  became  a  practical  work* 
man  at  the  forge-hammer ;  he  appropriated  to  the 
nation  the  wealth  previously  usurped  by  foreigners; 
and,  in  the  short  space  of  twenty-five  vears,  was 
enabled,  after  supplying  the  wants  of  tne  natioo, 
to  export  to  England  alone,  and  on  account  of 
Russian  merchants,  forty  thousand  tons  of  bar  iroo. 
About  this  period.  Great  Britain  had  ceased,  m.  a 
measure,  to  make  bar  iron,  and,  from  the  appre- 
hension of  the  destruction  of  the  timber  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  the  iron  works,  by  various  acts  of  Parlia- 
ment, prohibited  the  making  of  iron  within  twenty 
miles  of  London,  thirty  miles  of  the  Thames,  and 
in  a  number  of  the  counties  throughout  the  King- 
dom ;  so  that,  thirty  years  ago,  England  manuiac- 
tured  not  more  than  eighteen  thousand  tons  of  bar 
But  when  it  was  discovered  tha  t,  by  a  chem- 


iron. 


ical  preparation,  the  coal  of  her  mines  could  be 
appropriated  to  the  making  of  iron,  her  works  in- 
creased to  that  extent,  that  she  now  is  capable  of 
manufacturing  300,000  tons  annually.  The  his- 
tory of  this  important  manufacture,  as  now  cited, 
and  the  progress  it  has  made  in  those  countries, 
oxi^bt  to  be  the  policy  of  this  Government.  The 
Tsuue  and  importance  of  the  article  is  too  well  qi^ 
derstood  to  underuke  to  prove  it ;  suffice  it  U>  |||^ 
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that,  in  a  national  point  of  riew,  it  is  essential  to 
oar  independence  and  safety ;  individually,  it  is 
indispensable  to  the  existence  of  civilized  society. 
It  now  becomes  necessary  to  show  the  former  and 
present  situation  of  those  manufactories  whose  lan- 
guishing condition  threatens  their  total  overthrow; 
also,  that,  with  a  proper  encouragement,  the  works 
already  erected  are  capable  of  furnishing  a  supply 
for  the  consumption  of  the  country. 

In  1810,  according  to  Cox's  tables,  there  were 
one  hundred  and  forty  furnaces  in  the  United 
States;  producing  fifty-three  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  forty  tons  per  annum ;  equal  in  value 

to $3,457,876 

The  number  of  forges,  in  the  same  year, 

was  459,  making  27,051  tons  bar  iron, 

equal  in  value  to     -        -        -        -     3,104,697 

ft.-  .       

Making  a  total  product  of   -        -  $6,562,573 

From  the  statement  of  1810  and  the  present 
year,  in  New  Jersey,  it  appears  that  the  quantity 
made  last  year  is  less  than  the  former  by  upwards 
of  two  thousand  tons,  whilst,  at  the  same  time, 
the  increased  capacity,  if  sufficiently  protected 
against  foreign  competition,  is  capable  of  produc- 
ing nearly  three  times  the  quantity  produced  in 
1810,  and  it  is  fair  to  presume  the  same  will  be 
the  result  throughout  the  Union.  From  the  most 
accurate  calculation  made  in  1816,  the  quantity  of 
bar  iron  required  for  the  consumption  of  the  coun- 
try, was  little  rising  forty-eight  thousand  tons; 
the  capacity  of  the  country,  if  worked  to  the  best 
advantage,  was  equal  to  forty-five  thousand  tons. 
From  the  depression  of  commerce,  but  little  is  re- 
quired for  ship-building  ;  and,  from  the  depressed 
state  of  manufactures,  and  all  other  kinds  of  busi- 
ness, it  is  presumable  the  quantity  required  for 
consumption,  at  present,  is  short  of  forty  thousand 
tons.  The  quantity  imported  in  1816  was  twenty- 
one  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  in  the 
last  year  nearly  the  same  amount ;  it  is  evident, 
therefore,  the  quantity  imported  is  greater  than  the 

anantity  produced  in  the  country.  Such,  then,  is 
Ik^/^ituation  of  those  important  establishments  at 
present.  Such  are  the  gloomy  prospects  of  those 
w^  are  compelled  to  pursue  a  business,  the  profits 
of  which  are  not  commensurate  with  the  toil  and 
anxiety  connected  with  so  laborious  an  avocation. 
But  all  the  property  they  possess  consists  in  their 
works,  mountains,  and  minerals.  They  have, 
therefore,  been  under  the  necessity  of  keeping  so 
much  in  operation  as  to  keep  together  a  few  work- 
men ;  conscious  that  the  inestimable  value  of  those 
establishments,  in  a  national  point  of  view,  would 
eventually  receive  that  support,  from  an  enlight- 
ened Legislature,  as  would  render  them  condu- 
cive to  individual  advantage.  Had  those  useful 
establishments  received  the  early  patronage  of 
Government,  and  not  have  been  suffered  to  go  to 
decay,  it  is  true,  a  protecting  duty,  something  less 
than  is  now  comtemplated,  might  probably  have 
been  suflScient;  but  tne  duty  laid  by  the  first  tariff 
not  only  failed  in  protecting,  but  hastened  to  ruin 
acic«t  portion  of  those  useful  works.  It  becomes 
awcnary,  therefore,  at  the  present,  to  give  stimulus 


and  excitement  sufficient  to  recall  into  operatioQ 
every  establishment  where  iron  can  be  made.  The 
protecting  the  making  of  iron  is  as  necessary  for 
our  national  safety,  as  the  erection  of  the  fortifica- 
tions along  the  seaboard,  or  the  increase  of  that 
proud  Navy  to  which  we  look  up  with  so  much 
confidence  and  pride. 

And  as  the  labor  necessary  to  produce  the  article 
must  eventually  fix  its  relative  value,  a  home  com- 
petition will,  in  a  short  time,  bring  the  article  to 
the  consumer  at  its  lowest  rate  possible;  and,  in 
place  of  being  dependent  on  foreign  nations  for 
one  of  the  first  necessaries  of  civilized  life,  we  will, 
in  a  short  time,  be  able  to  make  it  a  valuable 


•>*f 


article  of  export. 

Of  furnaces  we  have  sufficient  to  supply  all  tbe 
pigs  and  castings  required  for  our  wants,  in  some 
instances,  of  a  quality  superior  in  tenacity  and 
excellence  to  any  in  the  world.  It  becomes  us, 
then,  as  the  guardians  of  the  nation's  interests 
and  safety,  to  proceed  with  an  unfaltering  band, 
and  to  let  the  embarrassing  speculation  of  no  theo- 
rist affect  the  energy  of  our  purposes;  and,  by 
passing  the  present  tariff  entire,  assure  the  despond- 
ing halting  manufacturer  the  strong  arm  of  the 
Government  will  protect  him,  and  that  he  may 
advance  forward  with  a  confidence  of  success. 
Too  long  has  foreign  trade  assumed  a  credit  and 
distinction  which  it  never  was  entitled  to.  It  has 
misled  the  policy  of  our  Legislatures,  and  turned 
;  their  attention  from  the  solid  strength  and  re* 
I  sources  of  the  country  ;  and,  instead  of  exhibiting 
I  those  expanding  views  becoming  to  the  legislators 
of  a  great  empire,  they  have,  in  too  many  instances, 
drivelled  into  all  the  narrowness  of  counting-house 
calculators.  How  comes  it  that  commerce  or  for- 
eign trade  should  be  erected  into  a  kind  of  neces- 
sary fabric,  that  we  must  not  touch  it,  or,  at  least, 
with  cautious,  trembling  delicacy? 

The  advocates  of  commerce  have  unjustly  rep- 
resented manufactures  as  unfavorable  to  agricul- 
ture and  foreign  trade.  This  is  not  the  case.  Man- 
ufactures are  the  surest  support  of  agriculture ; 
and  our  commerce  in  future  must  depend  on  the 
antecedent  ability  of  the  consumer,  and  not  on  the 
misery  and  convulsed  state  of  European  nations. 
The  profits  of  our  foreign  trade  must  resolve  itself 
into  the  previous  wealth  and  ability  of  the  coun- 
try. The  merchant  must  be  paid  by  the  inland 
consumer;  his  profits  must  be  derived  from  an 
antecedent  wealth,  that  exists  independently  of 
himself,  which  wealth  must  depend  on  the  value 
of  the  labor  of  the  country  ;  which  again  resolves 
itself  into  the  absolute  value  of  tbe  surplus  product 
of  the  whole  labor  of  the  nation.  If,  therefore, 
the  value  of  the  exportable  surplus  be  reduced  to 
one  half  its  former  value,  the  amount  of  the  whole 
profit  of  the  foreign  trade  must  be  reduced  propor- 
tionably,  as  you  then  direct  the  labor  of  the  country 
to  a  more  profitable  and  extended  employment. 
By  the  extension  and  protection  of  manufactures, 
you  increase  the  ability  and  capacity  of  the  cotm- 
try  for  commercial  enterprise.  The  wealth  of 
the  country  consi^ts  in  the  absolute  value  of  the 
amount,  and  not  in  the  quantity,  of  its  products. 
If  we  increase  the  amount  of  our   agricultural 
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productions  to  an  excess  over  what  we  can  dispose 
of  or  consume,  it  would  have  been  better  they  had 
not  been  produced.     The  amount  of  our  imports, 
consequently,  depends  on  the  value  of  our  exports, 
and  the  extension  of  our  commerce  must  be  regu- 
lated by  the  capacity  and  wealth  of  the  consumer ; 
for  it  must  be  recollected  that  the  price  of  the  im- 
ported article  embraces  in  it  not  only  the  profit  of 
the  merchant  importer,  but  that  oi  the  different 
capitalists  engaged  in  manufacturing  tbe  article  in 
foreign  countries:  the  profit  of  the  foreign  capi- 
talist eventually  resolves  itself  into  the  wealth  of 
tbe  consumer  in  this  country.     And  should  foreign 
trade  be  annihilated,  this  wealth  would  remain  in 
the  country,  and  be  transferred  to  another  purpose. 
The  loss  of  our  foreign  trade,  to  which  sonae 
look  with  fearful  apprehensions,  whilst  it  annihil- 
ates the  exportation  of  our  surplus  produce,  anni- 
hilates, at  the  same  time,  the  foreign  article  of 
luxurious  accommodation.     If  the  want  of  a  profit 
on  our  export  trade  is  to  be  accounted  loss  to  the 
country,  the  reserving  that  profit  which  we  paid 
away   to   foreign  capitalists  and   manufacturers 
must  be  calculated  a  great  gain  to  the  country ; 
tbe  one  balances  the  other,  and  there  is  no  loss,  j 
The  profits  on  one  article  of  exports,  which  here- 
tofore went  to  support  the  merchant,  manufactu- 
rer, and  foreign  capitalist,  in  those  countries,  (from 
which  our  exports  are  at  present  excluded,;  are 
reserved  at  home,  and  we  have  but  to  remove  the 
manufacturer  to  our  own  country,  and  the  whole 
profit  is  divided  between  the  manufacturer,  agri- 
culturist, and  inland  consumer ;  it  exists  in  the 
country  ;  it  gives  to  national  industry  an  increas- 
ed efficiency,  and  is  a  greater  source  of  wealth 
and  afiluence  than  before.    Does  a  nation  become 
poorer  by  the  loss  of  its  foreign  trade?   It  depends 
on  the  cause  to  which  that  loss  is  to  be  attributed. 
If  it  is  destroyed  by  a  voluntary  change  in  the  de- 
mand of  our  home  consumption,  from  articles  of 
foreign  to  articles  of  home  manufacture,  the  nation 
has  not  become  poorer. 

We  lose  the  foreign  luxury  for  articles  more 
adapted  to  our  wants  and  interests;  the  nation  has 
become  richer ;  it  has  increased  its  resources  and 
enjoyments  ;  it  has  directed  the  labor  of  the  coun- 
try to  articles  of  usefulness,  and  embraces  the 
power  of  maintaining  a  greater  portion  of  labor 
than  before:  and  it  is  from  labor  issues  imperisha- 
ble riches,  pure  enjoyments,  good  morals,  social 
Prosperity,  and  individual  happiness.  Too  long 
ave  we  extended  our  views  beyond  the  horizon  of 
our  own  country  for  our  future  prosperity  and 
greatness.  For  national  wealth,  we  must  call 
into  operation  the  dormant  resources  of  the  fossil, 
mineral,  and  vegetable  kingdoms.  For  defence 
and  safety  we  must  depend  on  the  hard-fisted  yeo- 
manry, mechanics,  and  manufacturers  of  the  coun- 
try. For  our  weapons  of  war,  to  the  rich  iron 
mines  universally  extended  over  this  wide-spread 
continent.  Is  the  proud  enjoyment  of  safety  and 
independence  to  be  balanced  by  dollars  and  cents  ? 
I  cannot  listen  with  patience  for  a  moment  to  this 
mercantile  per  cent,  calculation.  We  have  the 
power,  and  it  becomes  the  policy  and  duty  of  this 
House  to  save  from  the  cruel  ignominy  of  disgrace 


and  poverty  thousands  of  meritorious  individuals. 
How  cold-olooded  the  heart  that  can  behold  on- 
moved  the  distressing  scenes  that  every  moment, 
and  from  every  direction,  press  upon  the  view,  and 
can,  with  unfeeling  hardiihood,  reject  the  suppli- 
cations, and  refuse  to  listen  to  the  reasoning,  of 
those  numerous  petitioners  that  call  for  protection 
and  support !    Away  with  this  merciless  spirit ; 
let  it  be  banished  to  the  cheerless,  grovelling  bo- 
som of  the  commercial  foreign  calculator.    It  be- 
comes us  to  elevate  our  views  in  proportion  to  the 
vastness  of  our  territory  ;  to  calculate  the  sum  oi 
our  enjoyments  from  the  variety  of  our  climates, 
and  the  grandeur  of  our  future  destiny  from  the 
majestic  conformation  of  our  empire,  to  the  justice 
and  wisdom  of  our  institutions  for  the  preservation 
of  our  freedom,  and  to  the  God  of  Heaven  for  a 
continuance  oi  our  union  and  happiness.    I  will 
not  be  led  further  into  debate,  but  vote  decidedlv 
against  striking  out  this  important  item  of  the  bilL 
The  motion  to  recommit  was  negatived  by  yeas 
and  nays — For  the  recommitment  70,  against  it 
90,  as  follows : 

Ykas— MessTB.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Ball, 
Barbour,  Bayly,  Brevard,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Butler  of 
New  Hampabire,  Cannon,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Cock«, 
Craftt,  Crawford,  Culpeper,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Ed- 
j  dy,  Edwarda  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Foot,  Fuller, 
1  Fullerton,  Garnett,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hazard, 
Hill,  Holraea,  Johnson,  Jonea  of  Virginia,  Jonea  of 
Tennesaee,  Kent,  Kinaley,  Lowndes,  McCoy,  Me> 
Crearj,  Mercer,  Morton,  Neale,  Nelaon  of  Massacbu- 
setu,  Nelaon  of  Virginia,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Vir- 
ginia, Pinckney,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rich- 
arda,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Sampson,  Silsbee,  Simkins, 
Slocumb,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Canv 
lina,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tack«r 
of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Upham,  Walker,  Warfield, 
Whitman,  Williams  of  Virginia,  WUliama  of  North 
Carolina. 

Nai8— Messrs.  Adams,  Alien  of  New  York,  Archer 
of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Baldwin, 
Bateman,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Bodcn,  Brown,  Broah, 
Burton,  Campbell,  Caae,  Clark,  Cook,  Darlington. 
Davidson,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinaon,  Edward* 
of  Connecticut,  Ervin,  Fay,  Fiaher,  Folger,  Ford,  For* 
rest,  Groaa  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania, 
Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Dela- 
ware, Hardin,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibah- 
man,  Heister,  Hoatetter,  Kendall,  Kinaey,  Little, 
Linn,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLeMl 
of  Kentucky,  Marchand,  Mason,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  R. 
Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monell,  Moseley,  Murray,  Newton, 
Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Philson,  Pitcher, 
Rich,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sergeant,  SetUe, 
Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  at  Mary- 
land, Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of 
New  York.  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins, 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendo- 
ver,  and  Wood. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  then  moved  that  the 
bill  be  postponed  until  the  first  day  of  the  next 
session,  and  followed  his  motion  by  some  general 
remarks  against  the  bill.  j     •.   . 

The  question  on  postponing  the  bill  was  decided 
in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays— For  the  post- 
ponement 78,  against  it  90,  as  follows :  '^f* 
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Y&A*—Meun.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Archer 
of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball,  Barbour,  Baj- 
ly,  Brevard,  Brjan,  Burton,  Burwell,  Butler  of  New 
Bampahire,  Butler  of  La.,  Cannon,  Clagett,  Cobb, 
Oocke,  Crafta,  Crawford,  Culbreth,  Culpeper,  Cush- 
man,  Cuthbert,  Davidson,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, 
fay,  rwher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Fuller,  Garnett,  Hall  of  N. 
Carolina,  Hardin,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Johnson, 
Jonea  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Liver- 
more,  Lowndea,  McCoy,  McCreary,  Mallary,  Mercer, 
Neale,  Nelson  uf  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
Oreratreet,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Plumer, 
Raakin,  Keed,  Rhea,  Richards,  Ringgold,  Robertson, 
Settle,  Siisbee,  Sirakins,  Slocnmb,  B.  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Strong  of  Vermont, 
Bwearingen,  Terrell,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Upham,  Walker,  Warfield, 
Whitman,  Williama  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  N. 
Carolina. 

Nats —  Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  New  York, 
Baker,  Baldwin,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Bloomfield, 
Boden,  Brown,  Brush,  Campbell,  Case,  Clark,  Cook, 
Darlington,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Eddy, 
Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania, 
Ervin,  Folger,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fullerton,  Gross  of 
New  York,  GroM  of  Pennsylvania,  Guyon,  Hack- 
ley,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Haiard,  Hemphill,  Hen- 
dneka,  Herrick,  Hibshman,  Heister,  Hoatetter,  Ken- 
dall, Kinscy,  Kinsley,  Little,  Linn,  Lyman,  Maclay, 
McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mar- 
ehand,  Maaon,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore, 
Monell,  Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Newton,  Parker  of 
Maasacbusettd,  Patterson,  Pbiison,  Pitcher,  Rich,  Rich- 
mond, Rogers,  Ross,  Ruse,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Ser- 
geant, Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong 
•f  New  York,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins, 
T!facy,  Trimble,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover, 
and  Wood. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  Shall  the  bill 
pass?  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  91, 
nays  78,  as  follows : 

Y«Aa — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  New  York,  Baker, 
Baldwin,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Bioomfield,  Boden, 
Brown,  Brush,  Campbell,  Case,  Clark,  Cook,  Dar- 
lington, Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse.  Eddy, 
Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania, 
ErA-in,  Fay,  Folger,  Ford,  Forrest,  Gross  of  New 
York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall 
of  New  York,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hazard,  Hemphill, 
Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibshman,  Heister,  Hostetter, 
Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Little,  Linn,  Maclay,  Mc- 
Lane of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  M^rchand, 
Maaon,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Monell, 
Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Newton,  Parker  of  Massa- 
chuaetu,  Patterson,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Rich,  Richmond, 
Rogers,  Rosti,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Sergeant, 
Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  cf  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  and 
Wood. 

Nats — Messra.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball,  Barbour, 
fiayty,  Brevard,  Bryan,  Burton,  Burwell,  Butler  of 
New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon,  Clag- 
•tt,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Culbreth,  Col- 
Peper,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Davidson,  Edwards  of 
Nttrth  Carolina,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Fuller,  Fuller- 


ton.  Garnett,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hill, 
Holmes,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jonea  of  Virginia,  Joaea 
of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Livermore,  Lowndea,  McCoy, 
McCreary,  Mallary,  Mercer,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Maaaa. 
chusetts.  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Vir- 
ginia, Pinckney,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea.  Rich- 
ards, Ringgold,  Robertson,  Settle,  Silsbae,  Simkina, 
Slocumb,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Strong  of  Vermont,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  Tucker 
of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  Soath  Carolina,  Tyler,  Upham, 
Walker,  Warfield,  Whitman,  Williama  of  Virginia, 
and  Williama  of  North  Carolina. 

So  the  bill  was  passed)  and  sent  to  the  Sen%tc 
for  concurrence.  .'"^ 

Mr.  Rich  made  a  itiotioH  to  recoBsicIer  tbe  rotS 
bv  which  the  atnendmeut  of  the  Senate  to  the 
District  Bank  bill  was  this  morning  agreed  to; 
bat  before  the  question  was  taken,  a  motion  was 
made  to  adjourn  ;  and,  about  5  o'clock,  the  House 
adjourned. 


t     Monday,  May  1.  .«      y;j*;i>39 

Mr.  Dickinson  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
merchants  and  traders  residing  in  various  places 
in  the  interior  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
other  States,  assembled  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
praying  that  a  duty,  not  exceeding  ten  per  centum, 
may  be  iropoped  on  all  sales  at  auction  ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  laying  duties  on  sales 
of  merchandise  at  auction  in  certain  cases. — Re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  Street,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and  Austin  L.  Sand», 
legal  representatives  of  Richardson  Sands,  de- 
ceased, and  others,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  SiLSBBE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  prevent  the  commanders 
and  other  officers  in  the  naval  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  from  accepting  of  any  present  or  emol- 
utnent,  of  any  kind  whatever,  from  any  King, 
Prince,  or  foreign  State,  and  for  other  purposes; 
which  was  read  twice,  amended  at  the  Clerk's 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

BOARD  OF  NAVY  COMMISSIONERS. 
Mr.  SiLSBEB,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expedieiicy  of  so  modifying  the  act  establishing  a 
board  of  Commissioners  ol  the  Navy,  as  to  make 
the  SecreUry  of  the  Navy,  for  the  time  being,  the 
presiding  officer  of  that  board ;  a  ad  also  of  so  limiting 
the  tenor  of  the  commissions  of  tbe  members  there- 
of, as  to  secure  the  accumulating  experience  and 
talents  of  our  naval  commanders  in  that  depart- 
ment, by  a  periodical  rotation  in  office,  made  a 
report  thereon,  stating  that  it  is  inexpedient  at  this 
time  to  make  any  modification  of  the  act  under 
which  the  said  board  of  Commissioners  is  estab- 
lished ;  which  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table— The  report  is  as  follows  : 
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The  Committae  on  Naval  Afliira  have,  accordmg  to 
order,  had  under  consideratian  a  resolution  direcUng 
an  inquiry  •'  into  the  expediency  of  so  modifying  the 
act  establishing  a  board  of  Commiaaioners  of  the 
N»Ty  as  to  make  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for 
the  time  being,  the  presiding  officer  of  that  board ; 
and  alao  of  ao  limiting  the  tenor  of  the  oommia- 
sions  of  the  members  thereof,  as  to  aecure  the  ao- 
cvmulaUng  experience  and  ulenU  of  our  naval  com- 
mandera  in  that  department,  by  a  periodical  rotation 
in  office  ;"  and  submit  the  following  report :  The  act, 
entiUed  "An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acta 
for  esUblisbing  a  Navy  Departmen^  by  adding  thereto 
a  Board  of  Commissionera,"  provides  that  the  board 
ao  constituted  shall  be  sttached  to  the  office  of  the 
SecreUry  of  the  Navy,  and,  under  hU  superintendence, 
shaU  discharge  all  the  duties  therein  specified;  and 
that  the  record  of  their  proceedings  shaU  at  all  Umea 
be  subject  to  hia  inspection. 

As  it  would  be  often  inconvenient,  and  sometimes 
impracticable,  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  meet 
the  Board  of  Commissioners,  as  their  presiding  officer, 
without  neglecting  other  and  more  importsnt  duties, 
and  as  the  Secretarv  is,  by  the  aforesaid  act,  already 
vested  with  a  supcrvUing  and  controlling  powei;of  the 
acU  and  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners, 
the  committee  do  not  perceive  the  necessity  of  such  a 
modification  of  the  said  act  as  is  contemplated  by  the 
first  inquiry  directed  by  the  resolution,  or  that  the 
.   public  service  would  be  benefited  thereby. 

Tbe  committee  are  the  more  diapoaed  to  this  opin- 
ion from  the  consideration  that  the  limits  of  jurisdic- 
tion between  the  Secretary  and  the  Board  seem  to  be 
perfectly  understood  by  each,  and  that  no  conflicting 
claims  exist  between  them  on  this  subject- 

Thc  committee  are  not  advised  whether  the  resolu- 
tion  contemplates  the  SecreUry  to  be  a  constituent 
part  of  the  board,  and  at  the  same  time  possessed  of 
the  control  and  superintendence  of  its  proceedings,  or 
merely  the  pretiding  officer,  with  a  casting  vote.  In 
the  latter  case,  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  the  su- 
perintendence of  one  officer  over  others,  under  distinct 
responsibilities,  as  well  as  the  circumspection  naturally 
reaulting  from  such  re6p.>n8ibility,  would  be  entirely 
lost.  In  tbe  former  case  the  Commissioners  would  be 
little  more  than  advisory,  and,  in  that  proportion,  be- 
.        reft  of  responsibility. 

In  relation  to  the  second  inquiry  directed  by  the 
resolution,  viz :  '♦  of  so  limiting  the  tenor  of  the  commis- 
sions of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  as 
to  securethe  accumulating  experience  and  tslenteof  our 
naval  commanders  in  that  department,  by  a  periodical 
roUtion  in  office,"  the  committee  beg  leave  to  remark, 
that  the  duties  of  the  Commissioners  ofthe  Navy  Board 
are  not  merely  such  as  appertain  to  a  mere  naval  officer, 
but  extend  to  other  and  important  aubjects,  with  which 
sach  officers  cannot  be  supposed  to  be  familiarly  ac- 
quainted; they  relate  not  only  to  the  contracting  for, 
and  procurement  of,  all  articles  necessary  for  the  ar- 
mament, equipment,  and  provisioning  of  the  pubhc 
ships,  but  also  to  the  constructing  and  repairing  of 
those  ships,  to  efiectuate  which  objecU,  in  the  cheap- 
est and  best  manner,  requires  a  full  knowledge,  not 
only  of  the  places  at  which  materials  and  every  thing 
needful  for  these  purposes  can  most  advantageously 
be  procured,  but  also  with  persons  in  different  sections 
ofthe  country  with  whom  they  can,  with  the  greatest 
reliance,  make  their  contracU.    The  investigation  of 
the  committee  has  led  them  to  the  conclusion,  that  too 


much  time  has  not  yet  been  allowed  to  the  preaant 
Commissioners,  to  obtain  that  intelligence  and  e*?^ 
ricncc  which  is  deairable  to  the  moat  advantageoaa  ivf 
charge  of  these  duties,  and  to  perfect  such  a  syataa  ill 
their  department,  as  will  unfold  to  their  suoceaaora  all 
the  advanuges  of  their  labora  which,  in  th«  aatimatjom' 
ofthe  committee,  have  been  such  as  are  honorable  to 
themselves,  and   highly  beneficial  to  the  public  in- 

tcreat. 

The  committee  would  only  add,  that  a  pwiodical 
roUtion  in  office,  from  a  given  number,  would  j^ 
elude  choice.  Such  a  roUtion,  inatead  of  "  aecnring 
the  accumulating  experience  and  talenU  of  onr  nayaX 
commanders,"  might  possibly  endanger  the  board  with 
qualifications  opposite  from  those  intended.  ^    . 

Under  these  impressions,  the  committee  are  of  optil- 
ion  that,  although  occasional  changes  in  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  may,  and  probably  would,  be  prodoc- 
tive  of  public  benefit,  yet  that  these  changes  may  witk 
safety  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Executive ;  and 
therefore  that  it  it  inexpedient  at  thia  time  to  make 
any  modification  of  the  act  under  which  the  aaid  Bom! 
of  Commissioners  is  esubli^ihed. 


ADJOURNMENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Robbrthon.  thftC 
the  committee  to  which  is  referred  the  resoftitioii 
from  the  Senate,  fixing  a  period  for  the  terfflina- 
tion  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  lie  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  thereof| 
and,  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  wHs  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  alud 
resolution,  when  Mr.  Robertbon  moved  to  ameti4 
the  same,  by  striking  out  "  24th  day  of  April  next," 
and  inserting  "  8th  of  May,  instant" 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  insert  "15tll 
of  May,  instant,"  instead  of  the  time  proposed  to 
be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Taylor  then  moved  that  the  resolution  lie 
on  the  table;  which  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Little  then  moved  to  postpone  the  rescrflh 
tion  until  Monday  next;  when 

Mr.  Trimble  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  taWe; 
which  motion  was  negatived  by  yeas  and  nays— 
76  votes  to  75. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Little,  that  the  resolution  be  postponed  until 
Monday  next,  and  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas 
and  nays — 98  voles  to  60. 

Mr.  Baldwin  then  moved  that  the  resolution  be 
recommitted  to  the  select  committee,  who  have 
been  this  day  discharged  from  its  further  consider- 
ation. . 

Upon  this  motion,  and  those  which  preceded  it, 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  debate  on  the  points; 
first,  whether  the  business  necessary  to  be  done 
could  be  transacted  by  Mondav  next;  and,  second* 
ly,  whether  the  fixing  a  day  for  the  adjournment 
of  Congress  would  have  a  tendencv  to  accelerate 
the  progress  of  public  business.  The  latter  point 
was  generally  conceded,  but  the  discussion  ended 
in  thf  motion  being  postponed  to  Wednesday,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  on  the  ground  that,  m  the 
mean  time,  such  information  might  be  in  posse- 
sion of  members  as  would  enable  them  to  decide 
more  understandingly  on  the  day  at  which  it  wonld 
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be  practicable,  with  a  due  regard  to  the  public  in- 1  that  neither  my  habits  or  pursuits  in  life,  or  the 
terest,  to  adjourn.  local  situation  of  that  part  of  the  Union  which  I 


The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  John 
H.  Piatt  was  called  up ;  but  on  the  question  the 
House  refused,  by  a  small  raajoriiy,  now  to  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  unfinished 
business.  The  first  subject  in  order  was  a  motion, 
made  on  Saturday  last,  to  reconsider  the  vote 
■whereby  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  Dis- 
trict bank  bill  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Mercer  supported,  at  considerable  length, 
the  motion  for  reconsideration.  In  the  course  of 
his  speech,  though  he  admitted  there  was  some 
difference  of  opinion  among  those  interested  on 
the  subject  of  the  bill  which  passed  this  House,  it 
was,  he  contended,  such  a  difference  of  opinion  as 
would  exist  in  regard  to  any  legislation  which 
might  be  proposed  in  regard  to  these  banks,  and 
was  not  such  as  to  outweigh  the  considerations  in 
favor  of  the  bill,  «Stc.  He  examined,  in  detail,  the 
state  of  the  banks,  and  showed  it  to  be  such  as, 
compared  with  that  of  banks  in  other  parts  of  the 
Union,  was  highlv  favorable  to  them  He  was  of 
opinion,  on  the  whole,  that  the  question  respecting 
these  banks  had  better  be  decided  now  than  post- 
poned to  the  next  session,  which  would  be  the  ef- 
fect of  finally  accepting  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate. 

The  motion  for  reconsideration  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  McCoy  and  Southard,  on  the  ground  that 
the  bill,  as  amended  by  the  Senate,  afforded,  on 
the  one  hand,  every  indulgence  the  banks  had  a 
right  to  expect,  and  on  the  other  would,  if  the 
banks  were  to  be  further  renewed,  allow  of  time  to 
devise  a  system  for  that  purpose,  which  should  be 
generally  satisfactory  to  the  stockholders. 

The  question  for  reconsideration  was  decided  in 
the  negative— 6;j  to  54.  The  question  is,  there- 
fore, settled  in  both  Houses  of  Congress ;  and  the 
bill,  as  it  has  passed,  and  requires  only  the  signa- 
ture of  the  President  to  become  a  law,  is  in  the 
shape  in  which  it  was  put  by  the  Senate. 

;  CASH  DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  regulat- 
ing the  mode  of  collecting  duties  on  imports,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the 
bill  being  under  consideration,  the  undernamed 
gentlemen  delivered  their  sentiments  for  and 
against  the  principle  of  the  bill,  viz: 

For  the  bill — Messrs.   McLean,  of   Kentucky, 

Baldwin,   and  Clay.     Against  the  bill Messrs! 

Smith,  of  Maryland,  Settle,  Bdrton,  Simkins 
Rhea,  and  Hardin.  ' 

Mr.  Burton,  of  North  Carolina,  spoke  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Chairman,  as  this  may  be  viewed  as  a  part 
of  that  general  system  of  measures  on  which  there 
has  been  so  much  discussion,  perhaps  an  attempt 


have  the  honor  to  represent,  have  ever  led  me  to  a 
critical  examination  of  commercial  subjects.  We 
are  mostly  an  agricultural  people,  content  to  live 
upon  the  product  of  the  soil.  But,  sir,  I  most  con- 
scientiously believe  that  we  have  arrived  at  that 
eventful  period  of  our  history  when  the  destiny  of 
this  great  nation  is  to  be  fixed  ;  and  this  Republic, 
which  has  hitherto  been  the  pride  of  the  American 
and  the  admiration  of  the  civilized  world,  is  to  be 
shaken  to  its  centre.  Whether  it  will  survive  the 
shock,  time  alone  can  determine.  Could  I,  by  any 
feeble  effort  on  my  part,  throw  but  a  dust  in  the 
scale  to  save  my  country,  it  is  all  to  which  my 
humble  talents  aspire. 

What  is  the  momentous  question  now  presented 
to  the  nation  ?     It  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than 
that  we  should  change  that  order  of  things  under 
which  the  most  of  us  have  been  raised,  and  for 
which  we  feel  a  parental  attachment;  and,  like 
other  redoubtable  knights,  famed  in  story,  go  in 
quest  of  new  adventures.     And  I  beg  gentlemen 
to  remember  that  we,  too,  may  come  in  contact 
with  windmills.    Do  we  not  know  that,  in  all 
material  changes,  in  any   system  of  government, 
we  have  continually  to  contend  with  the  preju- 
dices of  the  people  ;  for  such  is  the  human  mind, 
what  at  first  may  be  viewed  almost  with  indiffer- 
ence, in  proce.ss  of  time  becomes  a  beaten  track, 
from  which  we  are  driven  with  the  greatest  diffi- 
cultv.     I  will  ask,  what  has  been  the  character  of 
the  leading  measures  of  the  present  session  ?  Have 
they  not  been  calculated  to  rouse  local  feelings  and 
jealousies?     Are  gentlemen  determined  to  persist 
in  this  course  at  the  risk  of  all  consequences?  Are 
they  apprized,  that,  at  every  step  of  this  mode  of 
legislation,  we  are  weakening  the  bonds  by  which 
we  are  united  ?    For,  let  the  Government  once 
lose  the  affections  of  the  people,  and  there  is  an 
end  of  Its  existence.     Has  not  this  rock,  so  well 
calculated  to  destroy  our  political  ark,  been  dis- 
tinctly pointed  out  by  that  able  pilot,  the  Father 
of  his  Country?  And  if  his  warning  voice  cannot 
change  your  course,  could  I  speak  with  the  sound 
of  an  angel's  trumpet  it  would  be  in  vain.    I  am 
afraid,  sir,  we  have  too  much  of  that  restless  spirit 
inherent  in  man,  the  common  lot  of  frail  humani- 
ty, and,  like  the  ancient  Jews,  that  favored  nation 
ol  Heaven,  not  content  even  with  a  theocracy,  but 
led  astray  by  the  example  of  the  idolatrous  nations 
by  which  they  were  surrounded,  they,  too,  must 
have  a  Kmg— we,  who  have  hitherto  spurned, 
with  disdain,  the  Governments  and  policy  of  the 
Old  World,  as  unfit  for  the  frecborn  sons  of  Amer- 
ica, are  now  about  to  adopt  that  part  of  their  sys- 
tem which,  in  my  poor   judgment,  will  sap  the 
loundation  of  our  present  happy  institutions. 

We  are  told  that  France  and  England  protect 
and  encourage  manufactories,  and  that  we  must 
become  manufacturers  as  the  road  to  wealth  and 
independence.  Have  gentlemen  been  sufficiently 
attentive  to  passing  events,  to  be  serious  iu  sivwz 
this  advice  ?    The  honorable  gentleman  froin  Del* 
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the  numerous  wars  in  Europe,  in  which  she  had 
taken  such  a  conspicuous  part.  With  great  cheer- 
fulness I  bestow  my  pittance  of  applause  on  the 
learning  and  ingenuity  of  that  honorable  gentle- 
man ;  but,  knowing  the  fallibility  of  the  human 
understanding,  and  that  the  most  learned  men 
have  erred,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  this  is  one 
of  those  few  cases  in  which  that  gentleman's  judg- 
ment has  failed  him. 

It  was  only  necessary  for  him  to  have  gone  a 
step  further  to  have  discovered  that  these  wars 
haa  grown  out  of  a  system  of  measures  pursued 
by  the  individual  who  then  ruled  the  destinies  of 
France,  to  exclude  from  the  continent  of  Europe 
the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain.  So  that,  turn 
the  subject  as  you  will,  we  still  have  presented  to 
our  view  this  all-devouring  monster,  which,  like 
Aaron's  rod,  is  about  to  swallow  up  every  other 
interest  in  the  community. 

What,  then,  is  the  situation  of  England,  with 
all  her  protecting  duties,  premiums,  ic.  ?  It  is 
true  there  are  individuals  who  have  amas.sed  great 
wealth ;  but  it  is  equally  true  that  the  larger  pro- 
portion of  the  people  wno,  it  is  contended,  are  to 
be  benefited  by  manufactories,  are  ground  in  the 
dust.  Are  not  our  newspapers  filled  with  assassi- 
nations and  conspiracies  to  destroy  those  Govern- 
ments which  are  giving  their  subjects  all  the  bles- 
sings of  immense  manufacturing  establishments? 

It  has  been  stated  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,. (Mr.  Baldwin.)  who  has  cer- 
tainly given  us  an  excellent  specimen  of  that 
talent,  the  making  the  most  of  a  bad  cause,  and 
to  which,  I  have  no  doubt,  he  is  in  some  small  de- 
gree indebted  for  that  professional  reputation  to 
which  I  believe  him  justly  entitled,  that  commerce, 
agriculture,  and  manufactures  were  at  their  lowest 
ebb,  and  that  this  was  an  evidence  of  the  rotten- 
ness of  our  present  system ;  and  from  which  it 
would  seem  that  he  inferred  that  the  only  way  to 
retrieve  our  situation  is  by  the  establishment  of 
manufactories.  To  say  nothing  of  the  injustice 
of  that  system  which  should  sacrifice  the  interest 
of  the  residue  of  the  community  for  the  benefit  of 
any  particular  class,  I  will  ask,  what  is  the  situa- 
tion of  those  nations  who  have  turned  their  atten- 
tion to  those  mines  of  wealth — manufacturing  es- 
tablishments? Are  they  in  a  better  situation  than 
we  are?  Are  not  their  subjects  goaded  and  driven 
to  desperation?  Are  they  not  ready  to  turn  upon 
those  who,  gentlemen  would  induce  us  to  believe, 
had  been  their  greatest  benefactors,  by  bestowing 
upon  them  these  great  blessings,  this  source  of 
wealth  and  happiness  to  a  nation — manufactories? 
Can  we  not,  then,  find  some  other  cause  for  our 
embarrassment,  independent  of  the  system  of  rev- 
enue which  has  been  adopted  by  the  Government  ? 
May  it  not  be  fairly  ascribable  to  that  ereat  revolu- 
tion which  hadconvulsed  the  nationsofEurope,  and 
more  or  less  had  its  effect  on  every  nation  through- 
out Christendom,  which  had  thrown  from  their 
channel  all  the  ordinary  pursuits  of  life ;  and  since 
the  happening  of  which  event,  they  have  not  again 
had  "time  to  seek  their  proper  level  ?  For  this  un- 
natural state  of  thingSj  (if  it  mav  be  so  called,)  we 
have  had  many  remedies  prescrioed — the  most  con- 


.«!picuous  of  which  was  the  banking  system,  which, 
like  a  fairy  dream,  was  to  buUd  splendid  cities, 
without  capital,  and  we  were  to  live  in  the  most 
sumptuous  manner,  without  labor  and  without  ex- 
ertion. What  has  been  the  result?  Need  I  state 
to  this  honorable  body,  when  we  have  been  as- 
sailed with  a  general  cry  for  a  bankrupt  law,  from 
Boston  to  New  Orleans,  and  there  is  a  universal 
complaint  of  the  greatest  distress  from  Maine  to 
Louisiana? 

And  what  security  have  we  that  this  new  scheme 
of  wealth  and  independence  may  not  prove  equally 
fallacious?  Is  this  the  time  for  trying  experi- 
ments ?  I  have  always  understood  that  when  an 
individual  was  hard  pressed  in  his  circumstances, 
that  nothing  but  economy  and  industry  would  save 
him  :  and  will  not  the  same  rules  which  are  appli- 
cable to  the  proper  management  of  the  affairs  of 
an  individual,  apply  with  equal  justice  to  the  af- 
fairs of  a  Government  ? 

If,  like  many  new  beginners,  we  have  lived  be- 
yond our  income,  should  we  not  curtail  our  expen- 
diture, and  live  within  our  means?  No  prudent 
man  would  think  of  trying  experiments  until  he 
had  spare  capital ;  and  I  hope  tnis  nation  will  not 
depart  from  a  rule  founded  in  so  much  good  sense. 
It  was  my  intention  to  have  gone  more  at  length 
into  an  examination  of  this  subject;  but,  sir,  as 
any  thing  I  could  say  might  only  have  a  tendency 
to  obscure  those  luminous  views  of  the  subject  al- 
ready taken  by  the  honorable  gentlemen  from  Vir- 
ginia and  South  Carolina,  1  forbear  to  make  any 
additional  remark,  except  to  answer  an  argument 
used  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  which  has  not 
beei^  noticed  by  any  other  person :  that  is,  that 
this  protection  to  manufactures  might  be  consid- 
ered in  the  nature  of  a  voluntary  tax,  at  the  option 
of  our  citizens  to  pay  or  not.  To  which  1  will 
reply,  that,  during  the  French  Revolution,  it  was 
recommended  to  that  nation  to  have  but  one  tax, 
and  that,  too,  should  be  entirely  voluntary — that 
is,  a  tax  upon  breathing.  Now,  sir,  although  a 
number  of  these  articles  might  have  been  luxuries 
in  the  first  instance,  to  wit:  tea^  ^^^i*)  coffee, 
molasses,  &c.,  yet,  from  long  habit,  (if  1  may  be 
pardoned  the  expression,)  they  may  now  be  con- 
sidered a  part  of  our  constitution,  and  we  should 
almost  as  soon  think  of  living  without  the  use  of 
air. 

Mr.  Settle  rose,  and  said,  the  bill  before  the 
Committee  proposes  a  radical  change  in  the  system 
for  collecting  the  revenue,  by  discontinuing  the 
credit,  hitherto  allowed  by  law,  on  bonds  for  duties, 
in  mo^t  cases;  in  others,  greatly  shortening  the 
time  of  credit.  He  said,  before  he  proceeded  to 
consider  the  history  of  the  present  system,  and  some 
of  the  principal  bearings  and  consequences  of  the 
proposed  change,  he  would  take  the  liberty  to  deny 
any  analogy  which  the  advocates  of  the  bill  had 
attempted  to  establish  between  the  case  of  credit 
for  public  lands  and  that  for  duties.  He  said,  in 
the  lormer,  the  debt  of  the  Government  was  con- 
stantly increasing  with  great  rapidity,  and  annual 
applications  have  been  made,  and  will  continue  to 
be  made,  to  Congress,  for  a  further  extension  of 
credit.    This  extension  of  credit  we  have  hitherto 
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granted.  In  the  latter,  if  the  debt  has,  in  a  small 
degree,  increased,  no  applications  hare  been  made 
to  eitend  the  credit,  except  in  some  few  extraordi- 
nary cases,  such  as  the  Savannah  sufferers,  when, 
he  said,  we  should  not  have  done  injustice  by 
wholly  remitting  the  duties.  In  the  former,  by 
dividing  the  quarter  section  of  land,  the  poor  man 
is  enabled  to  procure  eighty  acres,  if  he  can  raise 
aa  hundred  dollars ;  he  has,  therefore,  increased 
advantages  in  coramg  into  the  market,  in  compe- 
tition with  the  adventurous  speculator.  Under  the 
proposed  change,  all  the  advantages  which  large 
willgiveover  small  capitals,  will  be  enjoyed  by  the 
large  capitalist  over  the  young,  enterpnsing,  and 
industrious  merchants  of  our  country,  with  small 
capitals,  who  depend  as  much,  or  more,  on  their 
skill  and  perseverance,  as  on  their  capitals ;  and 
these  advantages  will  be  given  to  the  foreign  cap- 
italist over  ail  the  merchants  of  our  country.  But, 
he  said,  the  principal  and  characteristic  difference 
between  the  two  cases  was  this :  in  the  former, 
when  the  people  in  those  States  and  Territories, 
in  which  the  Government  hold  lands,  became  gen- 
erally indebted  to  it,  and  when  a  wish,  produced 
by  tlie  principles  of  self-defence  and  self-interest, 
prevailed  amongst  those  people  to  obtain  a  further 
extension  of  credit,  then,  under  such  circumstances, 
the  land  itself  would  become  the  most  dangerous 
and  unsafe  security  the  Government  could  hold. 
The  friends  of  the  law,  changing  the  mode  of  dis- 
posing of  the  lands  of  the  Government,  have  en- 
deavored to  prevent  the  possible  occurrence  of  such 
a  state  of  things,  without  inflicting  injury  or  in- 
convenience on  any  portion  of  our  citizens ;  none 
of  those  principles  wnich  argued  strongly  in  favor 
of  the  alteration,  in  that  law,  have  any  application 
to  the  present  bill.  He  said,  he  therefore  denied 
that  the  decision  of  the  House,  in  that  case,  was 
entitled  to  any  influence  on  our  deliberations  on 
the  present  question  ;  and  he  would  feel  much 
gratified  to  hear,  on  this  occasion,  from  the  same 
quarter,  the  eloquent  description  of  agriculture,  and 
the  superior  contentment,  happiness,  and  patriotism, 
of  agriculturists,  which  we  are  favored  with  on  the 
former. 

He  said,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Manufactures,  (Mr.  Baldwin,)  in  the  course  of 
his  remarks  on  this  bill,  some  days  since,  referred 
to  several  petitions,  of  sundry  merchants,  and  asked 
the  committee  if  the  merchants,  whose  interests 
was  so  warmly  defended,  might  be  permitted  to 
decide  this  question.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  believed 
those  who  opposed  the  bill  might  safely  answer, 
and  tell  the  honorable  meml>er,  the  merchants  may 
decide,  but,  before  it  is  determined  that  the  decision 
is  binding,  it  should  be  ascertained  that  a  majority 
of  the  merchants  have  expressed  an  opinion  favor- 
able to  the  proposed  change,  not  the  merchants  of 
one  or  two  cities  alone. 

Mr.  S.  said,  he  presumed  that  the  member  would 
not  pretend  to  say,  a  majority  of  the  merchants 
had  petitioned  for  the  change  proposed  by  this  bill. 
Then,  for  what  purpose  is  it  asked,  whether  the 
merchants  may  decide  this  question  ?  He  said,  I 
the  long  petition  which  had  been  presented  during  j 
this  discussion,  and  which  was  extended  from  one  ! 


side  of  the  hall  to  the  other,  contains  no  prayer  or 
wish  for  the  contempHated  change,  but  only  a  prayer 
for  the  imposition  of  a  tax  on  sales  at  auction. 
Why,  then,  he  asked,  this  great  display  of  petitions, 
having  no  application  to  the  present  question  ?  He 
said  he  would  suppose,  for  a  moment,  a  fact,  which 
did  not  exist,  that  the  majority  of  merchants  had 
expressed  an  opinion  favorable  to  the  provisions 
of  the  present  bill ;  he  then  would  ask,  if  the  bar- 
gain was  to  be  concluded  on  by  and  l)etween  the 
manufacturers  and  merchants,  without  consulting 
the  great  agricultural  interest  of  the  Union  7  Thii 
interest  will  be  materially  affected  by  the  opera- 
tions of  the  proposed  change,  which,  he  said,  he 
hoped  would  not  take  place  until  that  interest  nad 
an  opportunity  to  speak  and  be  heard.  Mr.  S. 
said  the  system  which  is  now  offered  to  be  changed 
was  one  of  acknowledged  excellence,  and  whose 
utility  had  been  sanctioned  by  the  experience  of 
many  years ;  under  its  operations,  agriculture,  com- 
merce, and,  he  said,  he  would  add  manufactures, 
had  increased  and  prospered  to  an  unexampled  ex- 
tent. But  it  has  been  said,  by  the  advocates  of 
this  bill,  the  Congress  have  at  various  times  inter- 
fered, and  changed  this  system.  Mr.  S.  said,  it 
was  true,  as  our  agriculture  and  commerce  in 
creased  and  as  the  latter  had  found  and  cut  various 
and  diversfied  channels.  Congress  have  interposed 
and  gradually  extended  the  credit  for  duties.  How, 
he  asked,  do  the  advocates  of  this  bill  wish  to  im- 
prove the  system  ?  He  said,  by  reversing  the  policy 
by  which  the  Government  has  hitherto  been  in- 
fluenced. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  amount  of  the  revenue  collected 
under  the  present  system  from  customs.     He  said 
the  Committee  had  been  referred  to  it  before,  in  the 
course  of  this  discussion,  and  he  made  the  call  only 
for  the  reason  that  he  believed  it  became  necessary, 
in  passing  on  to  the  point  he  had  in  view.    He 
said,  from  the  4th  of  March,  1789,  to  30th  June, 
1819,  from  customs  alone  has  been  collected  the 
sum  of  8318,738,161  02.     This  enormous  amount 
of  revenue  has  been  collected  from  the  people,  and, 
owing  to  its  equality  and  justice,  they  have  scarcely 
felt  it ;  and  he  said  it  might  be  asserted,  without 
the  fear  of  contradiction,  that  it  has  been  collected 
with  less  loss  and  expense  under  the  present  system 
than  it  could  have  been  under  any  other.    He  said 
the  sum  collected,  within  the  same  period,  from 
internal   revenue,  direct  taxes,  postage  or  letters, 
sales  of  public  lands,  and  miscellaneous,  but  little 
exceeds  fifty-five  millions  of  dollars  ;  and.  he  said, 
the  people  of  this  Union  had  evinced  infinitely 
more  discontent  under  the  collection  of  the  latter 
than  under  that  of  the  first  mentioned  sum.     Mr. 
S.  said,  he  would  here  ask  what  this  Government 
had  been  enabled  to  do  with  the  revenue  collected 
principally  from  customs  ?    He  said,  he  would  say 
1  priiicipaliy  from  customs,  because  the  amount  col- 
j  lected  from  every  other   source  is  little,  indeed, 
(  when   compared  to  that  collected  from  customs. 
He  said  it  must  be  answered,  with  it  the  Govern- 
ment has  been  enabled  to  redeem  our  national  debt, 
which  we  owed  at  the  close  of  the  Revolution, 
with  unexampled  rapidity ;  with  it  the  Govern- 


ment has  built  and  equipped  a  ntry,  which,  in  its 
infancy,  has  become  the  pride  and  boast  of  our 
country,  and  secured  for  us  the  respect  and  admi- 
ration of  the  world  ;  with  it  the  Government  has 
been  enabled  to  adopt  the  policy  of  France,  in  great 
and  expensive  maritime  fortifications  ;  and,  with 
it,  provision  has  been  made  for  the  surviving  oflS- 
cers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  who 
are  poor,  at  an  expense  little  short  of  $3,000,000. 
He  said,  he  would  say  nothing  of  our  standing 
array,  the  splendid  and  costly  public  edifices  which 
have  been  erected,  and  our  ability  to  relieve  the 
people  from  the  burden  of  taxation  at  the  close  of 
the  late  war;  but  would  content  himself  in  saying 
theGovernment  had  been  enaWed  to  do  every  tning 
which  contributed  to  national  defmce,  the  happi- 
ness and  prasperity  of  the  people.  Mr.  S.  said, 
he  had  not  pursued  this  method  in  his  remarks  to 
secure  for  the  present  sytem  the  veneration,  or  even 
the  respect,  of  those  gentlemen  who  look  on  it  as 
unround  and  rotten,  and  who  would  place  their 
hamds  on  it  to  consign  it  to  destruction  ;  but  sol€4y 
for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at  the  point  on  whicn 
the  opposers  of  this  bill  can  stand  erect,  and  say  to 
its  supporters,  hands  off,  touch  not  the  present 
system,  unless  you  can  show  considerable  evils 
arising  out  of  it,  or  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
the  proposed  change;  and,  if  you  cannot,  as  you 
have  not,  pointed  out  any  evils  arising  from  the 
present  system,  before  you  ask  us  for  the  change, 
give  us  not  guesses,  give  us  not  calculations,  merely 
conjectural,  but  give  us  certainty,  or  something 
approximating  certainty,  in  your  calculations,  of 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  this  change. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  hoped  the  Committee  would  bear 
in  mind  how  the  supporters  of  this  bill  approach 
the  present  system  ;  they  begin  by  giving  us  feel- 
ing descriptions  of  the  pecuniary  embarrassments 
under  which  our  citizens  are  laboring.  He  said 
he  would  not  say,  as  he  certainly  did  not  believe, 
gentlemen  exaggerated  in  their  representations  of 
Uie  distresses  of  the  people ;  but  he  would  say,  they 
had  been  stated  here,  and  by  those  who  have  writ^ 
ten  on  measures  with  which  this  bill  has  connexion, 
to  the  full  extent  to  which  they  exist.  He  said,  it 
had  been  stated,  by  one  of  these  writers,  that  num- 
bers of  our  citizens,  possessed  of  valuable  talents, 
and  disposed  to  be  useful,  but  unable  to  find  em- 
ployment, are  migrating  to  Cuba,  where,  under  a 
despotic  government,  among  a  population  princi- 
pally of  slaves,  and  subject  to  the  horrors  of  the 
inquisition,  they  seek  an  asylum  from  the  distress 
they  suffer  here.  Mr.  S.  said  he  did  not  advert  to 
this  statement  to  question  its  correctness,  but  to 
show  the  avarice  and  cupidity  with  which  these 
manufacturers  have  been  governed.  He  asked 
what  encouragement,  what  inducements,  must  the 
Congress  hold  out  to  these  men,  to  retain  them 
here ;  men  who,  eagerly  in  pursuit  of  gain,  will 
leave  this  country,  where  civil  liberty  is  enjoyed 
to  the  full  extent  to  which  human  wisdom  can 
improve  it ;  where  little  or  no  taxes  are  paid ; 
where  provisions  and  raw  materials  are  selling  for 
nothing,  when  compared  with  former  prices ;  and 
where  labor  is  high,  and  go  to  Cuba  ?  Must  we, 
said  he,  in  order  to  retain  them,  pass  the  tariff  bill. 


the  bill  now  before  us,  and  the  bill  to  impose  a  tax 
on  sales  at  auction  ?  Are  we  to  pay  them  this 
price,  at  the  expense  of  the  other  great  interest  of 
society  ?  And  can  it  be  said,  we  shall  not,  at  no 
distant  period,  be  called  on  by  them  to  eo  to  the 
ultimatum  mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Ttler,)  and  pay  them  premiums  and 
bounties  on  exportation  ?  He  said  he  hoped  the 
supporters  of  the  bill  would  give  those  who  differed 
from  them  in  opinion  time  to  reflect  five  or  six 
nK)aths,  within  which  we  can  deliberate  and  de* 
termine  how  far  we  must  go  in  the  encouragement 
of  domestic  manufactures,  and  within  which  the 
great  agricultural  and  commercial  interests  of  the 
country  can  speak  and  be  heard. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  would  here  tell  the  supporters  of 
the  bill,  they  had  made  no  progress  in  proving  the 
necessity  or  propriety  of  the  proposed  change  by 
their  representations  of  the  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ments of  the  people  ;  for,  with  this  weapon,  they 
may,  with  equal  propriety  and  expectation  of  suc- 
cess, attack  any,  the  most  fixed  principles  of  our 
Grovernment;  under  these,  as  well  as  under  the 
system  you  are  about  to  chan^^e,  have  our  pecu- 
niary distresses  taken,  place.  He  said,  however 
great,  in  general,  our  inclination  may  be  to  inno- 
vation, and  however  fixed  may  be  the  opinion  of 
some,  that  no  change  can  be  for  the  worse,  he 
would  not  touch  the  present  system,  unl^  the 
friends  of  the  change  can  show  our  present  em- 
barrassments arise  out  of  this  system.  He  said, 
when  the  friends  of  the  bill  had  been  called  on  to 
point  out  the  source  from  which  our  pecuniary 
distresses  arise,  they  say  from  the  want  of  suffi- 
cient protection  to  domestic  industry;  which  ^'ords^ 
he  said,  according  to  their  late  signification,  (since 
the  rejection  of  all  the  principles  and  maxims  of 
the  most  approved  writers  on  political  economy^ 
mean  nothing  more  or  less,  in  the  sense  in  whidh 
they  are  pressed  on  us,  than  domestic  manufac- 
tures. He  said  the  friends  of  the  present  bill  argue 
that  the  repeal  of  the  present  system  will  contri- 
bute to  the  protection  oi  domestic,  by  lessening  the 
importations  of  foreign  manufactures,  from  the 
great  importations  of  which,  our  embarrassments 
have  principally  arisen.  The  friends  of  this  bill 
further  say,  that  foreign  manufactures  have  been 
imported  into  this  country,  and  sold  at  prices  far 
below  those  at  which  they  are  purchased  at  the 
place  of  manufacture-  Mr.  S.  said  it  appeared 
more  probable  that  such  a  trade  would  ruin  the 
sellers  than  injure  the  buyers,  and  that  it  could 
not  continue  lon^  without  ruin  to  the  foreign  im- 

Eorter,  and  to  his  Government,  if  supported  by  it 
le  said  it  appeared,  from  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  that  the  amount  of  importa- 
tions had  greatly  decreased.  This  fact,  taken  in 
connexion  with  the  general  assertion  that  our 
country  is  inundated  with  foreign  goods,  proves 
that  the  people  have  recommenced  habits  of  econ- 
omy without  legislative  coercion.  He  said  he 
would  ask,  whether  the  importation  of  foreign 
goods  had  any  agency  in  raising  the  price  of  lands 
from  fifty  to  an  hundred  per  cent.,  and  that  of  all 
proprty  in  the  same,  or  a  greater  proportion  ?  He 
said  it  was  well  known  that  this  great  and  rapid 
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increase  of  price  had  taken  place  in  most  parts  of 
the  Union.  He  could  speak  more  particularly  of 
North  Carolina  ;  there,  on  the  rivers,  land  had 
risen,  within  the  last  five  or  six  years,  from  one 
hundred  to  an  hundred  and  fifty  per  centum,  and 
continued  so  until  about  twelve  months  since,  and 
then,  unimproved,  half  our  lots  in  new  towns  estab- 
lished on  the  rivers,  sold  at  six  and  eight  thousand 
dollars  each,  ^o  one,  he  said,  would  pretend  to 
say  that  importations  of  foreign  goods  had  pro- 
duced this  rapid  increase  oi  price  in  property. 
Mr.  S.  said  our  embarrassments  arose,  not  from 
importations  of  foreign  goods,  but  from  other  and 
distinct  causes.  They  arose  from  the  great  num- 
ber of  banks  which  have  inundated  our  country 
with  their  paper,  at  one  period,  and  the  necessity 
they  were  under,  at  another,  to  withdraw  large 
quantities  of  that  paper  from  circulation,  to  give 
currency  to  the  residue;  from  that  insatiable  thirst 
most  men  have  for  speculation  and  profit,  which 
makes  them  measure  their  wants  and  necessities 
by  the  degrees  of  facility  with  which  they  can  ob- 
tain monev ;  and  from  the  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ments of  those  countries  with  which  we  have  car- 
ried on  our  principal  commerce.  He  said,  on  this 
point,  he  would  refer  to  the  petition  of  the  citizens 
of  Pike  county,  Pennsylvania,  lately  addressed  to 
their  legislature,  in  which  they  state,  at  no  period 
since  the  Revolution  has  greater  distress  been  felt 
tiian  at  the  present  moment.  We  consider  the 
banking  system  to  have  been  the  principal  cause. 
Instead  or  becoming,  as  was  predicted,  blessings  to 
the  people,  banks  have  become,  like  the  scorpions 
amongst  the  children  of  Israel,  a  curse  to  the  peo- 

})le,  and  perfect  beasts  of  prey.  He  said  he  re- 
ierred  to  this,  as  expressive  ot  his  own  opinion, 
and  he  believed  that  of  the  people  generally,  in 
relation  to  the  injuries  which  have  arisen  from  the 
banking  system,  in  the  extent  to  which  it  has  ex- 
isted. He  said  he  would  repeat,  that  our  pecuni- 
ary embarrassments  have  not  arisen  from  the  sys- 
tem for  collecting  duties,  the  repeal  of  which  is 
now  considered  necessary  in  affording  due  protec- 
tion to  domestic  manufactures ;  but  from  other 
and  distinct  causes,  which  he  had  endeavored  to 
assign.  He  said  it  was  not  to  be  expected,  when 
the  friends  and  opposers  of  the  bill  differed  so 
widely  in  relation  to  the  causes  of  our  embarrass- 
mentSj  that  there  should  be  an  agreement  between 
them  m  relation  to  the  remedy. 

Mr.  S.  said  the  friends  of  the  bill  have  said, 
during  this  debate,  that  commerce  had  been  stim- 
ulated above  health  point ;  and  they  tell  us  com- 
merce and  agriculture  are  now  prostrate,  nearly 
bloodless  and  lifeless ;  and,  he  asked,  what  was 
the  remedy  proposed  ?  Sir,  it  is  copious  bleeding, 
severe  blistering,  and  cupping.  Yes,  sir,  with  the 
tariff  bill  they  wish  to  bleed ;  with  the  bill  before 
us  blister ;  and,  he  supposed,  with  the  auction  bill, 
as  it  is  called,  cup  agriculture  and  commerce,  to 
restore  them  to  health  and  vigor.  He  said  it  was 
unnecessary  to  dispute  about  the  skill  of  the  advo- 
cates for  this  change — of  that  he  would  say  noth- 
ing ;  but  the  remedy  proposed  in  such  a  case,  was 
80  unnatural,  so  opposed  to  every  principle  of  rea- 
son, and  he  had  come  near  saying  common  sense. 


he  hoped  the  Committee  would  prevent  its  appli- 
cation. .Ur 

Mr.  S.  said,  should  the  bill  pass,  it  will,  in  its 
operation,  draw  from  circulation  into  the  Treas- 
ury, in  one  year,  about  double  the  sum  which 
would  be  drawn  in  under  the  present  system,  if 
the  amount  of  importations  should  not  oe  mate- 
rially lessened.  The  prospective  payments  into  the 
Treasury  from  bonds,  for  twelve  months,  would 
amount  to  about  twenty  millions  of  dollars.  The 
amount  of  duties  accruing  during  the  same  period, 
and  payable  in  cash,  under  a  supposition  that  im- 
portations were  not  lessened,  may  be  stated  at 
twenty  millions  of  dollars  more.  He  said  the 
country  was  not  at  this  time  able  to  bear  such  a 
contribution ;  it  would  greatly  injure,  if  not  de- 
stroy, every  branch  of  national  industry.  Our 
manufacturing  industry  would  be  as  much  injured 
by  it  as  any  other  interest.  He  said,  it  was  a  cor- 
rect principle  in  government  to  leave  in  the  pockets 
of  the  people  their  money,  until  it  became  neces- 
sary, to  attain  the  legitimate  objects  of  the  Gror- 
ernment,  to  call  it  out.  The  people  are  better 
qualified,  until  the  necessity  for  this  call  exists,  to 
employ  their  money  most  to  their  own  advantage, 
and  that  of  the  Government  itself 

He  said,  if  the  bill  was  intended  as  a  measure  to 
mcrease  the  revenue,  and  supply  the  defect  in  the 
Treasury,  he  would  tell  its  supporters  it  would  do 
no  such  thing,  it  will  greatly  lessen  importations, 
by  withdrawing  a  large  capital  from  commerce, 
and  consequently  lessen  the  revenue.  He  said,  by 
giving  up  the  present  system,  we  shall  lose  one  on 
which  there  is  infinitely  more  certainty  of  calcu- 
lation than  on  that  for  which  it  is  offered  to  be 
changed.  He  said,  we  should  not  sacrifice  our  pa- 
trimony in  expectancy,  for  a  little  ready  cash,  nor 
cut  after  the  gulden  egg  prematurely. 

He  said,  if  the  bill  was  intended  as  a  measure 
to  encourage  domestic  manufactures,  then,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  obiection  that  it  will  draw  such  large 
sums  of  capital  from  circulation,  he  would  say  it 
operated  unequally  ;  for  it  is  as  efficacious  in  pre- 
venting the  importation  of  those  articles  to  which 
we  have  no  objection,  as  it  is  in  preventing  the 
importation  of  those  which  it  may  be  our  interest 
to  exclude. 

Mr.  S.  said,  he  viewed  this  bill  as  forming  a  part 
of  a  great  system  for  the  encouragement  of  domes- 
tic manufactures,  and  expressed  a  hope  that  the 
Committee  would  indulge  him  while  he  noticed, 
and  attempted  a  reply  to  some  of  the  principal  ar- 
guments urged  in  favor  of  its  passage.  He  said  it 
had  been  argued  that  it  was  the  duty  of  all  govern- 
ments to  employ  their  idle  population  in  useful 
labor,  and  it  was  the  duty  of  this  so  to  encourage 
domestic  manufactures,  as  to  call  into  their  em- 
ployment that  portion  of  our  population  which  is 
now  idle.  He  said  it  was  true,  that  it  is  to  the  in- 
terest of  all  Governments  that  their  population 
should  be  usefully  employed,  and  that  it  is  desira- 
ble we  should  have  no  idle  and  useless  citizens; 
to  effect  this,  he  said,  it  was  the  duty  of  Gorem- 
ment  to  secure  to  each  individual  the  free  and  un- 
interrupted enjoyment  of  his  life,  liberty,  and  prop- 
erty, and  to  leave  him  free  to  engage  m  the  labor 


of  his  choice ;  and,  he  said,  there  is  no  doubt  he 
will  engage  in  that  employment  in  which  he  be- 
lieves he  can  most  benefit  his  own  interest^and, 
consequently,  that  of  his  country.  But  suppose, 
sir,  said  he,  we  attempt  to  invite  to  labor  that  por- 
tion of  our  citizens  who  wish  to  engage  in  manu- 
factures, by  encouragement  to  domestic  manufac- 
tures, at  the  expense  of  agriculture  and  commerce, 
we  shall  then  employ  actively  one  man  in  twenty, 
and  lessen,  if  not  destroy,  the  industry  and  enter- 
prise of  the  other  nineteen  of  all  our  population. 
He  said  it  certainly  could  not  be  believed  we  should 
add  to  the  sum  total  of  national  industry,  by  giv- 
ing this  extraordinary  encouragement  to  domestic 
manufactures.  We  should  have  all  the  branches 
of  national  industry  on  an  equal  footing,  and  not 
give  one  a  preference  over  the  others.  He  said,  no 
Government  which  will  interfere  with  national 
industry,  and  give  one  branch  of  it  a  preference 
over  the  other,  to  draw  private  capital  from  one 
channel  to  another,  can  justify  that  interference  on 
any  other  principle  than  that  the  people  cannot, 
or  will  not  pursue  their  own  interest,  and  that  they 
are  incompetent  in  the  management  of  their  pri- 
vate individual  affairs.  These  principles,  he  said, 
however  true  they  might  be  in  other  countries, 
were  not  true  in  relation  to  the  people  of  this 
country. 

Mr.  S.  said,  it  had  been  stated  in  this  debate  that 
manufactures  flourished  during  the  war,  but  peace 
destroyed  them.  He  said  if  this  statement  proved 
any  thing,  it  was  the  want  of  congeniality  of  in- 
terest between  domestic  manufactures  and  the  other 
branches  of  national  industry ;  that  the  blasts  which 
brought  pestilence  and  deatn  to  all  other  branches 
of  industry,  were  pleasant  zephyrs  to  manufactures. 
He  said  he  regretted  to  hear  this  statement ;  he  had 
always  believed,  and  still  believed,  the  three  great 
branches  of  national  industry  could  live  and  flou- 
rish together;  and  they  will,  unless  the  avarice 
and  cupidity  of  those  engaged  in  the  one  require 
and  obtain  too  great  sacrifices  from  those  pursuing 
the  others. 

Mr.  S.  said  our  independence  had  been  appealed 
to  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  and  wc  have  been 
told  of  our  degradation  in  depending  upon  foreign 
nations  for  manufactured  articles.  He  said  it  was 
in  the  nature  of  our  Government  and  civil  insti- 
tutions, to  inculcate  on,  and  foster  in  the  midst  of 
our  citizens,  an  ardent  attachment  to  independence 
and  the  principles  of  civil  liberty;  and,  he  said, 
this  will  continue  to  be  the  case  until  we  become 
•o  much  more  wise  than  our  fathers  that  we  must 
amend  and  interpolate  their  works. 

He  said  examples  had  been  drawn  from  indi- 
riduai  life  in  this  debate;  he,  therefore,  felt  justi- 
fied in  following  the  example,  and  would  ask,  if 
any  man  would  feel  degraded,  or  less  independent, 
in  sending  his  work  to  the  shop  of  his  neighbor,  if 
his  neighoor  took  part  of  his  surplus  produce  in 
pay?  He  said  the  understanding  of  the  man  could 
not  be  much  admired,  who,  to  oecome  independ- 
ent, would  leave  a  profitable  profession,  or  the  call- 
ing of  a  respectable  farmer,  and  turn  cobler.  He 
said  he  had  a  respect  for  all  honest  men,  be  their 
trade  whatever  it  may ;  but  there  is  a  social  de- 


pendence mutually  existing  between  men  of  the 
same  country,  and  between  different  nations;  and 
he  believed  Us  destruction  would  materially  lessen 
the  sum  total  of  human  happiness. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  would  not  indulge  himself  in  de- 
tailing melancholy  forebodings  of  the  deleterious 
effects  of  this  measure,  and  the  others  with  which 
it  is  connected,  on  our  navy,  on  our  revenue,  and 
on  the  habits,  morals,  and  condition  of  our  citi- 
zens. He  said  he  had  them — he  felt  them — but 
he  would  leave  them  to  time  and  experience  to 
develope — the  best  crucible  for  the  trial  of  meas- 
ures and  men. 

Mr.  Rhea  said:  The  first  section  of  the  bill 
under  consideration  contains  four  principles  rela- 
tive to  the  disposition  of  merchandise  imported  into 
the  United  States.     The  first  principle  is,  that  the 
duties  laid  on  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  into  the  United  States  from  and  after  the 
day  of ,  except  certain  articles  enumera- 
ted in  the  first  section,  shall  be  paid  before  a  per- 
mit shall  be  granted  for  landing  the  same,  except- 
ing such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  as  may 
be  entered  for  exportation,  or  deposited  in  store- 
houses.    The  second  principle  includes  the  several 
articles  enumerated  in  the  first  section,  and  ex- 
cepted from  the  general  operation  of  the  bill,  in 
respect  to  cash  payment  of^  duties  thereon.     The 
third  principle  includes  merchandise  entered   for 
exportation  ;  and  the  fourth  principle  includes  mer- 
j  chandise  intended  to  be  deposited  in  storehouses. 
[      The  second  section  provides  that,  where  the 
'  amount  of  duties  on  the  articles  enumerated  and 
,  excepted  in  the  first  section,  and  included  within 
I  the  second  principle  or  class  of  merchandise^  im- 
ported in  any  ship  or  vessel  on  account  of^  one 
j  person  only,  or  of  several  persons  jointly  interest- 
I  ed,  shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  dollars,  the  same 
{  shall  be  immediately  paid ;  and  if  exceeding  that 
I  sum,  shall  be  paid  or  secured  to  be  paid.     If  on 
teas,  one-third  in  three,  one-third  in  six,  and  one- 
third  in  nine  calendar  months.    If  on  the  other  ar- 
ticles excepted  and  enumerated  in  the  first  section 
i  of  the  bill,  one-half  shall  be  paid  in  three,  and  the 
other  half  in  six  months,  from  the  date  of  the  re- 
j  spective  importations. 

1      The  other  sections  of  the  bill  contain  regulations 
j  relative  to  merchandise  entered  for  exportation, 
i  and  to  merchandise  deposited  in  storehouses. 
I      In  the  first  section  of  the  bill  is  an  enumeration 
I  of  articles  excepted  from  cash  payments.     The  ex- 
j  cepted  articles  are,  "  dying  drugs,  and  materials 
'  for  composing  dyes,  cum  arabic,  gum  Senegal, 
I  *  and  all  articles  used  solely  for  medicinal  purposes, 
!  *  cassia,  cinnamon,  cloves,  chocolate,  cocoa,  coffee, 
I '  indigo,  mace,  molasses,  nutmegs,  pepper,  pimen- 
,  '  to,  salt,  ochre,  sugar,  tea."     Of  these,  as  has  been 
already  observed,  the  second  section  provides,  that 
duties  shall  be  paid  in  three,  six,  and  nine  months, 
and  that  the  duties  on  all  the  other  enumerated  ar- 
ticles   shall    be    paid   in   three  and   six   months. 
What,  then,  are  the  articles  of  merchandise  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  on  which,  by  the 
provisions  of  the  bill,  the  duties  shall  be  paid  be- 
•fore  a  permit  be  granted  for  landing  the  same? 
They  are  all  manufactures  of  wool,  of  cotton,  of 
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linen,  of  hemp,  of  iron,  all  wines,  and  spirite  of  I  Taylor.  Terrell,  TonolinBon,   Tr»cy.   Tueker  of  Vir- 
•    •         •       •  •  '        'gini«.  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker.  Wtui- 

man,  Williams  of  Virginia,  WilliamB  of  North  Car- 
olina, and  Wood. 

Natk — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  New  V'ork,  An- 
derson, Baldwin,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Bloomfield, 
Boden,  Brash,  Campbell,  Case,  Cocke,  Cook,  Cul- 
breth,  Darlington,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Folger, 
Ford,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennaylvania, 
Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Dela- 
ware, Hendrirks,  Hibehman,  Heister.  Hostetter,  Kin- 
aey,  Little,  McLanc  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ken- 
tucky, Mason,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore, 
Murray,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Philaon, 
Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New 
Jersey,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Trimble,  Van  Rensselaer, 
Wallace,  and  Wendover. 

And  so  the  bill  was  rejected. 


; every  kind,  and  other  articles  not  enumerated  or 
provided  for  in  the  said  first  section.  These  are 
the  principles  of  this  bill,  the  enactment  of  which 
into  a  law  is  so  earnestly  urged. 

What  will  be  the  operation  of  this  bill  if  it  be- 
comes a  law?  or  on  whom  will  it  chiefly  operate? 
The  answers  to  these  questions  are  important,  and 
ought  to  be  duly  considered.  A  gentleman  from 
Maryland  has  informed  us  that,  it  the  merchants 
are  to  pay  cash  for  duties  on  merchandise,  as  pro- 
vided iQT  by  this  bill,  they  will,  in  his  opinion,  be 
compelled  to  lay  about  ten  per  cent,  in  addition  to 
I  the  price  of  the  article  of  merchandise.  The  du- 
ties charged  by  the  existing  tariff  on  all  articles  of 
foreign  growth  and  merchandise  imported  into  the 
United  States,  and  chargeable  with  duties,  are  now 
Tery  hi^h;  in  some  cases  amounting  nearly  to  a 
pronibition,  if  not  altogether. 

This  bill,  if  it  becomes  a  law,  will,  it  is  believed, 
operate  injuriously  to  the  agriculture,  to  the  com- 
merce, and  to  the  revenue  of  the  United  States, 
and  will  augment  the  necessity  of  a  system  of  in- 
ternal taxation  of  a  general  or  particular  kind. 
The  effects  which  will  be  produced  by  this  bill,  if 
it  becomes  a  law,  may  be  apparent.  These  effects 
will  operate  on  the  consumers  of  every  description 
,  of  merchandise  of  foreign  growth  or  manufacture, 
paying  duties,  or  of  domestic  manufactures  not  sub- 
ject to  any  duties.  The  agricultural  part  of  the 
community  is  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  these 
United  States,  and  does  consume  the  largest  quan- 
tities of  merchandise;  and  being  the  chief  con- 
sumer of  merchandise,  do  pay  the  greatest  portion 
of  revenue  arising  from  duties  on  merchandise. 
The  principles  of  the  Government  of  these  United 
States  are  not  similar  to  the  principles  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  any  other  nation.  In  the  United  States 
the  people  are  the  sovereign,  and  hold  in  their 
hands  the  power  of  the  Government  I  will  vote, 
said  Mr.  R.,  to  strike  out  the  first  section,  and  I 
hope  it  will  be  stricken  out. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Silsbee's  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  the  first  section — that  is,  to  reject 
the  bill,  and  carried — ayes  86,  noes  60. 

The  question  was  then  immediately  taken  to 
concur  with  the  Committee  in  striking  out  the 
first  section  of  the  biU,  and  decided — For  concur- 
rence, 91 ;  against  it,  55,  as  follows : 

Y»A» — Messrs.  .\bbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virgiuia,  Ball, 
Barbour.  Bayly,  Brown,  Bryan,  Burton,  Burwcll, 
Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  o»  Louisiana,  Can- 
non, Clagett,  L'obb,  Crafts,  Colpeper,Cu»htnan,  Cuth- 
bert,  Dennison,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Ed- 
wards of  PennsyUania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, 
Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Forrest,  Follerton,  Gamett,  Har- 
din, Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia, 
Jones  ef  Tenneroee,  Kent,  Kinsley,  Linn,  Litermore, 
Lowndee,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McCoy,  McCreary,  Mal- 
lary,  Marchand,  Mercer,  Moneli,  Morton,  Neale,  Nel- 
son of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton, 
Orerstrect,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Plumer, 
Rhea,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Rosa,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Ser- 
geant, Settle,  Silsbee,  Simkioa,  Siocumb,  South  of 
Mary  la  ad.  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Street,  Strong  of 
Veitnoat,   Strong  of  New  Ytwk,  Swetringen,  T«rr,  I 
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TtJEsnAY,  May  2. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House 
entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Konkopot, 
and  others,  of  the  nation  of  Stockbridge  Indians, 
residing  in  the  State  of  New  York,  with  an  amend- 
ment. They  have  also  passed  bills  of  the  follow- 
ing titles,  to  wit :  An  act  to  regulate  the  fees-of 
the  clerk  and  marshal  of  the  district  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  State  of  Louisiana  ;  and  an 
act  further  to  regulate  the  Medical  Department  of 
the  Army;  in  which  amendment  and  bills  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EnwAROS,  of  Connecticut, 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  directed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the 
marshal  of  the  district  of  Connecticut  to  make  use 
of  Newgale  prison,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut 
for  the  purpose  of  confining  to  hard  labor  such 
prisoners  as  shall,  by  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  in  that  district,  be  sentenced  to  imprison- 
ment at  hard  labor  for  offences  under  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  ;  provided  such  State  shall  make 
it  the  duty  of  the  keeper  of  said  prison  to  keep 
safely  all  prisoners  committed  thereto,  as  afore- 
said. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  ''An  act  for  the 
relief  of  John  H.  Piatt ;"  whereupon  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  to 
regulate  the  fees  of  the  clerk  and  marshal  of  the 
district  court  of  th6  United  States  for  the  State  of 
Louisiana,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  ''  An  act  fur- 
ther to  regulate  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
Army,"  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Kon- 
kopot, and  others,  of  the  nation  of  Stockbridge 
Indians,  in  the  State  of  New  York,"  was  read, 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  prevent 
the  commandos  and  other  officers  in  the  naral 
service  of  the  United  States  from  accepting  of  aaf 
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present  or  emolument,  of  any  kind  whatever,  from 
any  King,  Prince,  or  foreign  State,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Susannah  Stewart ;  where- 
upon it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

DUTIES  ON  SALES  AT  AUCTION. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Taylor  in  the  chair, 
on  the  bill  for  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auction, 
the  bill  was  read  through, 

*  The  following  is  the  first  section,  and  contains 
the  substance  of  the  bill: 

Be  it  enacted,  Jjrc,  That,  from  and  aAer  the 

day  of next,  there  shall  be  levied  and  paid,  for 

the  use  of  the  United  States,  upon  all  sales  by  way  of 
•uctioo,  as  hereinafter  describeu,  which  shall  be  made 
within  the  United  States,  the  respective  rates  and 
duties  for  every  hun  Jred  dollari  of  the  purchase  money 
arising  on  the  sale,  by  auction,  of  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  to  wit :  on  all  articles  manufactured  in 
the  United  States,  one  dollar;  on  all  articles  of  foreigpi 
growth  or  manufacture  not  hereinafter  enumerated, 
two  dollars;  on  woollen,  cotton,  and  linen  manufac- 
tures of  all  descriptions,  or  of  which  wool,  flax,  and 
ODttoD,  or  either,  is  the  material  of  chief  value,  glaaa, 
of  all  itinds,  iron,  steel,  hemp,  cordage,  tarred  or  un« 
tarred,  twines,  silks,  nankeens,  ready  made  clothing,  I 
all  articles  manufactured  from  iron,  steel,  copper,  brass,  | 
pewter,  lead  or  tin,  or  of  which  these  metals,  or  either  i 
of  them,  is  the  material  of  chief  value,  china  ware, 
earthen  ware,  stone  ware,   musical  instruments,  hats, 
caps,  and  bonnets,  of  all  kinds,  umbrellas  and  parasols,  ' 
dressed  or  tanned  skins,  cabinet  wares,  leather,  and  all 
manufactures  of  wood  oi  leather,  or  of  which  leather  is 
the  article  of  chief  value,  paper,  of  every  description, 
and  all  articles  of  the  above  description  in  part  manu- 
factured, printed  books,  corks,  gold  leaf,  ten  dollars ; 
and  at  the  same  rate  for  any  greater  or  lesser  sum, 
except  as  hereinafter  excepted.     The  said  respective 
rates  and  duties  to  be  paid  by  the  auctioneer,  or  person 
making  such  sales   at   auction,  oat  of  the  moneys 
•rising  from  each   and  every  such  sale.     And  if  any 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  shall  be  sold  at  aao- 
tioB  in  any  other  manner,  or  in  any  leae  quantitiee, 
dimensions,  or  weight,  than  those  contained  in  the 
original  bales  or  packages  in  which  they  shall  have 
been  imported,  there  ahall  be  levied  end  paid  an  addi* 
tional  sum  of  five  dollars  for  every  hundred  dollars  of 
the  purchase  money  arising  from  sach  aales :  Provided, 
That  nothing  in  this  act  contained,  shall  extend  to 
any  sale  or  sales,  by  auction,  of  goods,  wares,  and 
rocrohandise,  made  pursuant  to,  or  in  execution  of, 
any  rale,  order,  decree,  sentence,  or  judgment,  of  any 
court,  or  judicial  officer  of  the  United  States,  or  either 
of  them,  or  made  in  virtue,  or  by  force,  of  any  distress 
for  rent,  or  other  cause  for  which  a  distress  is  allowed 
by  law;  or  made  in  consequence  of  any  bankruptcy  or 
insolvency,  pursuant  to  any  law  concerning  bankrupt* 
cies  or  insolvencies ;  or  made  in  consequence  of  any 
general   assignment  of  property  and   efTects,  for  the 
bccefit  of  creditors;  or  made  by,  or  on  behalf  of,  ex- 
ccotors  or  administrators,  or  made  pursuant  to  the 
directions  of  any  law  of  the  United  Stales,  or  either  of 
them,  touching  the  collection  of  any  tax  or  duty,  or 
disposal,  by  auction,  of  public  property  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  any  State ;  nor  to  any  such  sale  or  sales, 


by  auction,  of  ships,  their  tackle,  apparel,  and  fnrai- 
tare,  or  to  the  cargoes  of  any  ahipe  or  vessels  which 
shall  be  wrecked  or  stranded  within  the  United  States, 
and  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  insurers  or  proprietors 
thereof. 

This  section  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Baldwin,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Manufactures,  delivered  an  exposition  of  the 
views  of  the  Committee  in  reporting  the  bill,  and 
the  reasons  by  which  he  was  induced  to  urge  its 
passage.  The  system  of  auctions  he  described  as 
a  monopoly  in  the  hands  of  a  few  persons  in  the 
large  towns,  and  a  fair  subject  for  taxation.  The 
present  operation  of  the  sales  at  auction  of  foreign 
merchandise,  he  argued,  was  to  displace  the  fair 
trader,  by  inundating  the  country  with  worthless 
goods  at  reduced  prices;  and  its  effect  had  been, 
connected  with  other  causes^  to  throw  our  com- 
merce into  the  hands  of  foreigners,  and  bankrupt 
the  fair  American  merchant,  at  the  same  time 
that  it  also  destroyed  the  occupation  of  the  helj^ 
less  but  industrious  retailer.  In  support  of  his 
argument,  he  advanced  various  facts  showing  the 
great  extent  to  which  this  auction  business  is  car- 
ried on  in  the  country,  dec. 

Mr.  Stobrs,  in  the  course  of  some  remarks 
which  he  made  on  this  subject,  avowed  his  wil- 
lingness to  throw  some  further  impediments  in  the 
way  of  foreign  merchants  engaged  in  trade  in  this 
country,  not  believing  it  to  be  the  interest  of  the 
country  that  our  retail  trade  should  be  carried  on 
by  foreign  capital.  From  considerations  which 
he  enlarged  upon,  Mr.  S.  said  he  should  support 
this  bill,  provided  the  duties  proposed  to  be  laid 
were  not  so  high  as  to  prohibit  sales  at  auction 
altogether.  Such,  he  apprehended,  would  be  the 
effect  of  the  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  proposed  in  the 
above  section.  Mr.  S.  assigned  several  reasons  why 
he  thought  auction  sales  ought  not  to  be  wholly 
interdicted,  at  the  same  time  that  he  thought  them 
a  fit  object  for  taxation.  He  therefore  moved  to 
strike  out  of  the  above  ten  per  cent.,  and  in  lieu 
thereof  insert  ttpo  and  a  half  per  cent. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  whilst  he  opposed  this 
amendment,  gave  his  general  views  oi  the  bill. 
The  committee  he  said  had  in  his  opinion  wisely 
discriminated,  retaining  a  small  duty  only  on  such 
goods^-groceries,  for  example—as  had  always  here- 
tofore been  sold  at  auction.     That  duty  however 
he  thought  ought  to  be  but  one  instead  of  two  per 
cent    The  object  of  the  ten  per  cent  duty  on  safet. 
of  another  description  was  to  prohibit  them  alto- 
gether.    To  show  the  advantageous  effects  of  such 
a  prohibition,  Mr.  S.  entered  into  a  general  view] 
of  the  pernicious  operation  of  such  sales.    The 
effect  of  the  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  would  be  to  throw 
back  the  trade  into  the  hands  of  the  fair  American 
merchant    The  two  and  a  half  per  cent  duty 
i  wotild  not  have  this  operation :  it  would  be  checr- 
I  fully  paid,  and  would  give  a  revenue  of  eight  hun-' 
i  dred  thousand  dollars.     Revenue,  however,  was 
i  not  the  object,  but  prohibition  or  exclusion  of  these 
i  sales  ;  and  the  proposed  amendment,  therefore, 
{  ought  not  to  be  adopted. 

I     Mr.  SERGfiANT  gave  to  the  House  his  views  of 
this  subject,  and  particularly  of  the  amasdment 
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With  regard  to  trade  in  general,  he  was  opposed 
to  subjecting  it  to  too  much  regulation;  but  sales 
at  auction  were  a  fair  subject  of  regulation,  be- 
cause the  system  itself  was  the  creature  of  regula- 
tion, being  subject  to  particular  restraints,  and 
giving  particular  benefits  to  those  who  carry  it  on, 
&c.  He  objected  to  the  auction  system,  that  it 
was  inconsistent  with  sober  and  moderate  habits, 
and  induced  ^amblin^  and  speculating  habits. 
He  spoke  of  it  m  a  limited  as  well  as  in  a  general 
sense.  He  had  therefore  no  objection  to  the  pro- 
posed prohibitory  duty  ;  but  to  the  imposition  of  a 
duty  on  sales  at  auction  as  a  means  of  revenue  he 
had  many  objections,  the  most  forcible  of  which 
was,  that  its  operation  would  be  too  partial.  Such 
a  duty  would  well  form  a  part  of  a  general  sys- 
tem, but  certainly  ought  not  to  be  selected  from  all 
other  equally  proper  objects  of  internal  taxation, 
&c.     He  was  of  course  opposed  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virgmia,  then  took  the  floor. 
He  regarded  this  bill  as  only  a  continuance  of  the 
system  of  measures  commenced  in  one  bill  which 
has  already  passed  this  House,  and  proposed  to  be 
continued  in  the  other,  which  was  yesterday  re- 
jected— a  system  which  he  pronounced  to  be  cal- 
culated to  visit  with  ^n  an<l  distress  one  portion 
of  the  community,  to  the  benefit  of  two  other  classes. 
He  replied  to  some  of  the  arguments  advanced  on 
this  dav,  and  on  preceding  days,  in  favor  of  fos- 
tering the  manufacturing  system,  and  particularly 
denied  that  the  independence  of  the  country  was 
in  any  manner  essentially  connected  with  that 
policy.  With  regard  to  the  alleged  effect  of  this 
bill  to  promote  the  public  interest,  by  preventing 
people  from  buving  goods  at  auction,  he  consid° 
ered  the  old-fashioned  way  the  best,  which  left  to 
the  good  people  of  the  United  States  to  judge  for 
theraselvesof  what  would  best  promote  their  mter- 
ests.  This  bill,  he  argued,  would  promote  the 
interest  of  but  two  classes — the  merchants  and  the 
manufacturers — by  excluding  the  competition  of 
foreign  capital,  and  further  burdening  the  sales  of 
imported  goods,  dec.  With  respect  to  the  moral- 
ity of  auction  sales,  he  said  that  it  was  not  the 
provmce  of  Congress,  but  of  the  State  govern- 
inents,  to  legislate  for  the  preservation  of  the  mor- 
als of  the  community,  &,c. 

Mr.  Tracy  delivered  his  views  in  opposition  to 
the  bill.  With  regard  to  the  monopoly  of  the 
auction  business,  he  said  it  was  the  drsi  time  he 
had  heard  a  serious  allegation  against  a  monop- 
oly, the  object  of  which  was  to  sell  goods  cheaper 
than,  without  these  auction  sales,  they  would  be 
•old.  On  the  contrary,  the  effect  of  this  bill  would 
be,  he  argued,  to  create,  instead  of  destroying,  a 
monopoly.  He  examined  the  operation  of  sales  at 
auction,  and  replied  to  the  arguments  which  had 
been  employed  to  show  their  injurious  and  im- 
moral tendency.  People  might  buy  as  immorally 
and  as  foolishly,  he  said,  from  the  regular  mer- 
chant as  at  auction  ;  and  more  so,  because  in  the 
one  case  they  must  pay  cash  for  their  purchases, 
and  in  the  other  might  obtain  extensive  credih«, 
which  were  always  prejudicial.  He  denied  the 
force  of  the  argument  that  the  business  of  selling 
goods  would  be  thrown  into  more  hands  by  abol- 


ishing sales  at  auction.  He  saw  no  reason  in  Con- 
gress legislating  for  the  purpose  of  producing  such 
an  effect,  dec  In  concluding  his  speech,  Mr.  T. 
moved  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill ; 
but,  pending  the  other  motion,  this  motion  was  not 
in  order. 

Mr.  SiLSBEE  made  some  remarks,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  show  that  the  proposed  duties  were 
too  high,  and  would  certainly  be  evaded,  and 
evaded  without  fraud,  by  a  change  in  the  custom- 
ary mode  of  doing  business.  A  single  package  of 
goods,  for  example,  would  be  sold  at  public  sale  to 
fix  the  price,  and  the  rest  would  be  sold  off  at  pri- 
vate sale  at  the  same  price,  and  thus  the  duty 
saved,  dec.  He  was  of  course  in  favor  of  the 
amendment  now  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Warfield  next  spoke  at  considerable  length 
against  the  principle  of  the  bUl,  and  in  reply  to 
the  arguments  used  in  its  support.  He  denied  that 
the  system  of  auction  sales  could  properly  be  con- 
sidered as  a  monopoly,  or  that  it  produced  tne  delete- 
rious effects  ascribed  to  it.  He  was  disposed  to  let 
commerce  regulate  itself,  as  much  as  we  could,  with 
a  due  regard  to  the  public  interest.  He  was  there- 
fore opposed  to  passing  any  law  on  this  subject ; 
but,  if  any  law  respecting  it  were  to  pass,  he  was 
in  favor  of  its  being  amended  as  now  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York.  He  believed  the 
operation  of  this  bill  would  be  to  encroach  in  a 
certain  degree,  for  the  benefit  of  another  interest, 
on  the  agricultural  interest  of  the  country  ;  and  he 
was  therefore  entirely  opposed  to  its  passage  in 
any  shape. 

Mr.  KiNSEv  spoke  in  support  of  the  bill.  He 
adverted  to  the  numerous  petitions  which  had 
been  presented  in  favor  of  this  bill,  from  various 
classes  of  society,  as  affording  the  strongest  evi- 
dence this  House  could  have  in  favor  of  the  measure 
now  before  the  House.  He  recounted  the  details 
of  the  operation  of  these  auction  sales  as  convert- 
ing the  whole  business  of  trade  into  a  system  of 
hazard  and  of  chance,  having  a  most  demoralizing 
effect;  and.  whatever  gentlemen  might  say,  he 
contended  this  was  a  consideration  entitled  to  the 
respect  of  this  House — our  Grovernment  itself  being 
founded  on  public  morals.  He  added  many  other 
arguments,  and  invoked  the  parental  care  of  Con- 
gress to  the  sinking  American  manufacturer  and 
merchant  from  the  effect  of  these  sales  at  auction 
for  the  benefit  of  foreign  competitors,  dkc. 

Mr.  Baldwin  again  spoke  in  support  of  the  bill. 
He  did  not  consider  the  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  as  a 
prohibitory  duty :  it  was  not  he  said,  intended  to 
be  such,  nor  did  he  believe,  from  all  the  informa- 
tion he  had  received,  that  it  would  have  that  ope- 
ration. He  examined  more  fully  the  deleterious 
operation  of  the  present  system  of  trade,  ice.,  and 
argued  that  anticipations  of  punctuality  in  the  fu- 
ture payment  of  duties  ought  not  to  be  formed  on 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
that  subject ;  and  that  it  would  not  be  surprising 
if  the  loss  this  year,  by  failures,  dec,  should  equu 
the  losses  of  the  thirty  years  preceding,  or  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  again  addressed  the 
House,  and  replied  to  Mr.  Baldwin's  arguments; 
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maintaining  the  importance  to  this  nation  of  com- 
merce and  navigation,  both  which  the  system  of 
which  this  bill  was  a  part,  went  to  destroy ;  and 
this,  after  a  bloody  but  victorious  war  had  been 
commenced  and  maintained  for  free  trade  and  sail- 
ors' rights.  Having  achieved  at  such  a  sacrifice 
these  great  objects,  he  deprecated  their  surrender, 
by  the  policy  proposed  by  the  system  of  which  this 
bill  was  a  part,  &,c. 

Mr.  Meigs,  of  New  York,  entered  into  a  series 
of  arguments,  and  referred  to  a  number  of  facts,  to 
show  the  beneficial  operation  which  this  bill  would, 
to  a  certain  degree,  have  on  the  domestic  industry 
of  the  nation  generally  ;  to  which  great  object  he 
was  friendly.  Though,  therefore,  the  bill  might 
afford,  perhaps,  but  little  aid  to  manufactures,  he 
was  in  favor  of  it 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  reducing  the 
duty,  in  the  above  section,  from  ten  per  cent,  to 
two  and  a  half  per  cent. ;  and  was  negatived  with- 
out a  count. 

Mr.  Strong,  of  New  York,  then,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  destroying  the  bill,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  first  section  thereof,  and  followed  his  motion 
by  a  speech  of  some  length  against  the  bill,  con- 
tending that  the  sales  proposed  to  be  so  highly 
taxed,  were  not  injurious  to  the  interest  ofthe 
community ;  that,  whether  the  tax  was  intended 
lor  prohibition  or  for  revenue,  it  woula  be  partial, 
and  would  be  defeated  by  the  sales  of  goods  in 
commission  stores,  dec 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  was 
negatived— ayes  51,  noes  75. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  New  Hampshire,  then  moved  to 
strike  out  ten,  and  insert  five  per  cent. 

Mr.  Wendover  moved  to  strikeout  ten,  and  in- 
sert eight. 

The  latter  motion,  being  first  tried,  was  neg- 
atived. 

The  motion  to  substitute  five  per  cent,  for  ten 
was  also  negatived — ayes  64,  noes  70. 

Mr.  Cdlbreth  moved  to  strike  out  ten,  and  in- 
sert six  per  cent. ;  which  motion  he  made  because 
he  was  friendly  to  the  object  of  the  bill,  and  be- 
cause he  feared  that,  unless  the  duty  were  reduced, 
the  bill  would  be  lost. 

This  motion  was  also  negatived. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  duty  of  two  per  cent,  on  sales  of  groceries,  dkc. ; 
and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  one  per  cent.  The 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

Various  amendments  were  then  successively 
offered  to  the  details  of  the  bUl,  some  of  which 
were  accepted,  and  many  rejected ;  in  the  propo- 
sition or  discussion  of  which,  Messrs.  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Baldwin,  Culbreth,  Wendover, 
Whitman,  Silsbee,  Foot,  Hill,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Beecher,  and  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
w«re  most  active. 

The  bill  was  so  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Baldwin,  as  to  take  effect  from  and  after  the  30th 
of  June  next. 
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The  bill   having  been  gone  through,  and  the 
blanks  therein  all  filled,  the  Committee  rose  and 
reported  the  bill  and  amendments  to  the  House, 
16th  Con.  1st  Sess 69 


and  the  aniendments  were  all  concurred  in ;  and, 
after  receiving  some  further  modification 

Mr.  Tracy,  of  New  York,  moved  that  the  bill 
be  indefinitely  postponed ;  Avhich  motion  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays for  in- 
definite postponement  66,  against  it  83,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Ykab— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Archer 
of  Virginia,  Ball,  Barbour,  Baylj,  Bryan,  Boffum, 
Burwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Culpeper,  Cothbert,  Dennison,  Earle,  Eddy,  EdwaHs 
of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Fishw, 
Floyd,  Fuller,  Fullerton,  Garnclt,  Groaa  of  PennayU 
vania.  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  North  Carolina, 
Hardin,  Heister,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jonee  of 
Tennessee,  Kent,  Livermore,  Lowndes,  Maclay,  Mc- 
Coy, Mercer.  Monell,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts, 
Nelson  of  Virginia,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Virginia, 
Pinckney,  Pindall,  Reed,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  SeUle,  Sils- 
bee,  Slocumb,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tracy,  Tacker  of 
Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Walker,  War- 
field,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Alien  of  Tennessee,  Archer 
of  Maryland,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Bateman,  Beecher, 
Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brown,  Butler  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Campbell,  Case,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cook,  Crmftc, 
Crawford,  Culbreth,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Dowae, 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ervin,  Folger,  Foot,  For- 
rest, Gross  of  North  Carolina,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall 
of  Delaware,  Hendricks,  Hibshman,  Hill,  Hostetter, 
Jonee  of  Virginia,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Little,  Linn,  Me- 
Creary,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentacky^ 
Mallary,  Mason,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  -R.  Moore,  8.  Moore, 
Morton,  Murray,  Newton,  Parker  of  Massachusetts, 
Patterson,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Rich^ 
RoberUon,  Roger*,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sawyer, 
Sergeant,  Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Tavlor, 
Tompkins,  Trimble,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wen- 
dover, Whitman,  WiUiams  of  Virginia,  and  Wood. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  New  Hampshire,  renewed  the 
motion  to  strike  out  ten  and  insert /ce  per  cent,  as 
the  duty  ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  but 
refused.     The  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Storks  moved  to  strike  out  ten  and  insert 
three  per  cent.;  which  was  also  negatived. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  thirteenth  section,  which  provides  that  if  any 
goods  imported  shall  sell  for  more  than  the  prime 

cost  an  additional  duty  of per  cent,  shall  be 

laid  on  such  sale. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Culbreth  renewed  his  motion  to  strike  out 
ten,  and  insert  six  per  cent.;  which  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  and 
decided  in  the  negative — yeas  72,  nays  77,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  ot  Tennessee,  Baker, 
Baldwin.  Bateman,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Boden, 
Brown,  Campbell,  Case,  Clark,  Cook,  Crawford,  Col* 
breth,  Cushmao,  Darlington,  Dowse,  Edwards  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Ervin,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Gross  of  New 
York,  Gujon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hendricki, 
Hibshman,  Hill,  Hostetter,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Little, 
Linn,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of 
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Kentucky,  Mallary,  Ma»on,  Meigs,  R.  Moore,  8. 
Moore,  Morton,  Newton,  Parker  of  Maasachusetta, 
Patteraon,  Philaon,  Rich,  Robertaon,  Rogers,  Rosa, 
Raaa,  Bampaon,  Sawyer,  Serjeant,  Shaw,  Sloan, 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard, 
Stevenfs  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Taylor,  Tompkins, 
Trimble,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Whit- 
man, and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Archer  of 
Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bayly, 
Bryan,  Bufium,  Burton,  Burwell,  Butler  of  New 
Hampahire,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon,  Clagett, 
Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Culpepcr,  Cuthbert,  Dennison, 
Earte,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of 
North  Carolina,  Fiaher,  Floyd,  Fuller,  Fnllerton, 
Gamett,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hall  of  New  York, 
Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Heister,  Holmes, 
Hooka,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennea- 
aee,  Kent,  Livermore,  Lowndes,  Maclay,  McCoy,  Mer- 
cer, Metcalf,  Monell,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Maasa- 
choMtta,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Overatreet,  Parker  of 
Virginia,  Pinckney,  Pindall,  Pluroer,  Rankin,  Rhea, 
Ringgold,  Settle,  Silsbee,  Simkins,  Slocumb,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Storra,  Strong  of  New  York.  Swear- 
ingen,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Walker,  Warfield,  Wil- 
liuna  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

And  so  the  said  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BuTLEH,  of  New  Hampshire,  then  moved 
that  the  House  do  reconsider  the  vote  just  taken 
on  the  question  to  engross  the  said  bill ;  when  the 
House  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  May  3. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  copy 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  court  martial  in  the  trial 
of  Colonel  William  King,  of  the  4th  regiment  of 
infantry,  and  a  copy  of  the  orders  and  documents 
connected  therewitn,j»immunicated  in  obedience 
to  the  resolution  of  the  18th  of  April  last ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmit- 
ting sundry  documents  and  statements  in  relation 
to  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Depart- 
ment for  Indian  Affairs,  communicated  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  resolution  of  the  10th  ultimo ;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  S.MITH,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  wnom  was  referred  the 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  23d  of 
December  last,  reported  a  bill  to  increase  the  num- 
ber of  clerks  in  the  Department  of  War ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, the  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  resolution  submitted  by  him  on  the  29th  ulti- 
mo, for  the  appointment  of  a  standing  committee 
to  be  denominated  "The  Committee  on  Agricul- 
ture ;"  and  the  resolution  was  agreed  to  by  the 
House ;  and  ordered  that  the  committee  consist  of 
seven  members. 

Mr.  Mercer  moved  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  bill  to  provide  for  clothing 


the  militia  when  called  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States;  which  motion  was  rejected  by  the 
House. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  joint  resolution  to  extend  the  use  of  the  Li- 
brary of  Congress  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
and  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
during  the  recess  of  Congress ;  and  the  said  reso- 
lution being  amended  at  the  Clerk's  table, 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  further 
to  amend  the  same,  by  including  therein  the  Su- 
perintendent of  the  Patent  Office ;  which  motion 
was  rejected. 

The  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  tomorrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  of  this  House, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Abijah  Hunt  and 
William  Gordon  Forman,"  with  an  amendment, 
in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Abijah  Hunt  were 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  John 
H.  Piatt  was  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  which  authorizes  a  settlement  of  Mr. 
Piatt's  accounts  on  equitable  principles,  gave  rise 
to  a  debate  of  considerable  length,  in  which  many 
gentlemen  engaged. 

At  length  the  question  was  taken  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  further  to  reg^ulate 
the  Medical  Department  of  the  Army,"  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Susan* 
nah  Stewart  was  also  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

CHARTER  OF  WASHINGTON. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  for  renewing  and  amending  the 
Charter  of  the  City  of  Washington,  with  the 
amendments  thereto  reported  by  the  committee  of 
this  House.  These  amendments  propose,  princi- 
pally, that  the  election  of  Mayor  shall  be  by  Elec- 
tors, instead  of  by  the  people,  as  the  bill  prescribes; 
and  that  the  city  shall  be  divided  into  five  instead 
of  six  wards.  These  amendments  were  not  agreed 
to,  though  some  others  of  less  importance  were. 

Mr.  Street  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  the  clause  empowering  the  corpora- 
tion of  the  city  to  authorize  lotteries  for  the  pur- 
poses of  public  improvement;  which  motion,  after 
some  little  debate,  was  agreed  to.  And,  thus 
amended,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

ADJOURNMENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate's  resolution,  proposing  to  fix  a  day 
for  the  adjournment  of  Congress. 

The  question  being  on  wliat  day  to  fix  for  the 
adjournment — 

Mr.  Lowndes,  on  the  ground  of  a  doubt  whe- 
ther the  House  could  now  decide  by  what  day  it 
could  get  through  the  business  necessary  to  be 
done,  moved  to  lay  the  resolve  again  on  the  table. 
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■■'•  On   this  motion   arose  a  desultory  debate   in 
Which  Messrs.  Lowndes,  Robertson,  Holmes 
Foot,  Floyd,  Rhea,  Walker,  and  Sergeant, 
took  part. 

In  the  course  of  this  debate,  Mr.  Holmes  sug- 
gested that  it  was  more  than  probable  that  a  com- 
munication would  .shortly  be  made  to  Congress  by 
the  Executive,  respecting  our  foreign  affairs,  which 
would  require  two  or  three  days'  deliberation. 

On  this  suggestion,  Mr.  Floyd  remarked,  in 
advocatmg  an  early  adjournment,  that  he  should 
yet  not  be  unwilling  to  sit  longer,  if  there  was  any 
occasion  for  legislation  in  respect  to  our  relations 
with  Spain ;  but  on  that  subject  the  House  had  had 
message,  and  report,  and  re-report,  until  he  was. 
reminded  of  the  fable  of  the  shepherd  and  the 
wolf,  dec. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table 
was  necTatived  by  a  small  majority. 

Mr.  Newton  then  moved  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  resolution  to  Saturday 
next,  on  which  day,  he  said,  it  was  expected  that 
a  message  would  be  transmitted  by  the  Executive, 
containing  information  respecting  our  relations' 
with  Spain,  without  which  it  would  be  highly  im- 
politic to  adjourn. 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  fixing  on  the 
eighth  day  of  this  month  (next  Monday)  for  ad- 
journment, and  negatived  by  a  considerable  ma- 
jority. 

Mr.  Tri.mble  then  moved  to  fix  on  the  12th 
instant,  as  the  day  of  adjournment;  which  motion 
was  also  negatived. 

Mr.  HOL.MES  then  moved  to  fix  on  the  15th  for 
adjournment;  which  was  agreed  to;  and,  thus 
amended,  the  resolution  was  passed,  and  returned 
to  the  Senate  for  concurrence  in  the  amendment. 


DUTIES  ON  SALES  AT  AUCTION. 
The  House  then  took  up  the  motion,  depending 
on  yesterday's  adjournment,  to  reconsider  the  vote 
rejecting  the  bill  for  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auc- 
tion.    Whereupon, 

Mr.  Butler,  of  New  Hamphire,  withdrew  his 
.  said  motion,  and  submitted  the  followimr  resolu- 
tion :  ^ 

Retolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Tre««iry  be 
.  directed  to  coramunicate  to  this  House,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  an  esti. 
mate  of  the  deficit  io  the  revenue,  which  may  ulti- 
matelj  anse  from  the  adopuon  of  the  proposed  Uriff, 
;  and  also  what  amount  of  revenue  may  be  derived 
from  a  duty  on  sale*  at  auction  and  on  spirituous 
liquors  distilled  from  grain  and  other  domestic  ma- 
terials. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  that  the  House 
do  now  proceed  to  consider  the  said  resolution,  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Storhs  then  renewed  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  rejecting  the  bill  laying  duties  on 
certain  sales  at  auction. 

And  after  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Metcalp 

.and  Mr.  Wood  in  favor  of  reconsideration,  and 

•  from  Mr.  Warfield  in  favor  of  a  postponement 

till  to-morrow,  which  was  negatived  ;  the  question 


was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  on  Mr.  Storrs's  mo- 
tion, and  decided  in  the  affirmative--yeas  84,  Qays 
62,  as  follows:  ^  j  "  j" 

i>  y,«*.»— *tf»"  Adams,  Allen  of  New  York.  Baker. 
Baldwin,  Bateroan,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Brown. 
Brush,  Batler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campb^U  Cml 
Clark,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crawford,  Culbwth;  Cu'shmw 
DarUngton  Dennuon,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse, 
Edwards  of  Pa.,  Folger,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Grow 
u  M  *7r.^''^*''  ^"y**"'  "»ckley,  Hall  of  New  York, 
HaJl  of  Delaware,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hill,  Hostettet 
Kendall  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  LitUe,  Linn,  Lyman,  Mc^ 
Creary,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentuekv. 
MaUary,  Mason,  Meigs,  Metcalt  R.  Moore,  8.  Moon. 
Morton,  Murray,  Newton,  Parker  of  MasKichusette 
Patterson,  Philson,  Rich,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Rom,' 
Russ,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Shaw.'siotti. 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  SmiOi  of  Maryland,  Southard. 
Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Tarr,  Tay- 
lor, Tomhnson,  Tompkins,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  vi 
ginia,  Wallace,  Wendover,  and  Wood.  < 

Nats— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Bail,  Barbour 
Bayly,  Brevard,  Bryan,  Burton.  Butler  of  Louisiana, 
^•0"on.  Clagett,  Crafts,  Crowell,  Cnthbert,  Bark, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Fiaher,  FuUer,  Fullerton,  Garnelt.  Grow  of 
Pennsylvania,  Hall  of  North  CaroUna,  Hardin,  Heis- 
ter, Holmes,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kent 
Livermore,  Lowndes,  Maclsy,  McCoy,  Marchand,  Mer- 
cer, Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virgi- 
nia, Overstreet.  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Pindall, 
Piumer,  Rankin,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Settle,  Silsbee, 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Strong  of  New  York,  Swaar- 
ingen,  Terrell,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  War- 
field,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North 
tJarolina. 


The  bill  then  received  sundry  amendments. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Balowin,  the  duty  often  per 
cent,  on  sales  of  certain  enumerated  articles  (dry 
goods,  &c.,)  was  stricken  out,  so  as  to  leave  that 
item  blank. 

Various  rates  of  duty  were  proposed  by  way  of 
substitute  to  the  ten  per  cent.,  viz : 

Mr.  Storhs  proposed  four  per  cent. 

Mr.  Sergeant  proposed  seven  and  a  half. 

Mr.  DfiMNisoN  proposed  thru. 

Mr.  Case  proposed  six. 

Mr.  Tracy  proposed  two. 

Mr.  Taylor  proposed  eight. 

The  question  was  first  taken  on  the  highest  rate 
proposed,  {eight  per  cent.,)  and  ne^tived ;  the 
question  on  the  two  next  highest  rates  proposed, 
as  above,  were  also  decided  in  the  negative;  bat. 

On  the  question  to  fill  the  blank  with  Jtoe  ^ 
cent.,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  the 
bill  was  amended  by  striking  out  the  words  "  on 
articles  manufactured  in  the  United  State*,  one 
dollar."  ' 

Mr.  Dennison  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  strik- 
ing out  the  following  clause  : 

"And  if  any  foo6;  wares,  snd  merchandise,  shall  be 
•old  at  auction  in  any  other  manner,  or  in  any  lew 
quantities,  dimensions,  or  weight,  than  those  contained 
in  the  original  bales  or  packages  in  which  they  ahail 
have  been  imported,  there  shall  be  levied  and  ymA  an 
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•dditioaal  sam  of  five  dolian  for  every  hundred  dol> 
Un  of  the  purchase  monej  aricing  from  luch  sales." 

And  the  question  on  this  motion  wu  decided 
in  the  negative. 

Mr.  CuLBRETH  then  moved  to  amend  the  above 
clause  by  striking  out  the  word  jive^  and  insert- 
ing in  lieu  thereof,  tvo  and  a  half.  And  the  mo- 
tion was  negatived. 

The  question  was  at  length  taken  on  ordering 
the  bill  to  be  en^ossed  for  a  third  reading,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  93,  nays  58,  as 
follows  : 

Ybas— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  New  York,  Ba- 
ker, Baldwin,  Batetnan,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Brown, 
Brush,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Case, 
Ciagett,  Clark,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crawford,  Culbreth, 
Cushman,  Darlington,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickin- 
son, Dowge,  Earle,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ervin, 
Folfer,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Gross  of  New 
York,  Guyon,  Hackley.  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of 
Delaware,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hill,  Hoctetter,  Jones 
of  Tennessee,  Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Little,  Linn, 
Lyman,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Mason,  Meigs,  Metcalf, 
R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton,  Murray,  New- 
ton, Parker  of  Massachasetts.  Patterson,  Philson, 
Plumer,  Rankin,  Rich,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ, 
Sampson,  8awyer,  Sergeant, 'Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  of 
New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard,  Stevens, 
Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Tsylor.  Tomlinson, 
Tompkins,  Trimble,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wend- 
over,  Williams  of  Virginis.  and  Wood. 

Nats — MeMrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Andenon,  Ar- 
dier  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball,  Bayly, 
Brevard,  Bryan,  BufTum,  Burton,  Butler  of  Louisiana, 
Cannon,  Cobb,  CraAs,  Crowell,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Fisher,  Fullerton,  Garnctt,  Gross  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Heister, 
Holmes,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kent, 
Livermore,  Lowndes,  Maclay,  McCoy,  Mercer,  Neale, 
Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Over- 
street,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Pindall,  Rhea, 
Ringgold,  Settle,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Strong 
of  New  York  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tracy, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  War- 
field  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  May  4.  '.  j 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Woodbridge,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  prepare  and  report  to 
this  House,  at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  such 
modification  of  the  existing  system  regulating  the 
commerce,  navigation,  and  revenue  of  the  United 
States,  as  he  may  consider  necessary,  and  pecu- 
liarly applicable  to  the  northern  and  norihwestern 
DY)ntier  thereof. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  they  have  pas.<ied  the  bill  of  this  House,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represen- 
tatives of  Henry  Willis,  deceased,"  with  an  amend- 
ment. And  they  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  revive  the  powers  of  the  Commissioners  for 
ascertaining  and  deciding  on  claims  to  land  in  the 
district  of  Detroit ;  and  for  settling  the  claims  to 


land  at  Green  Bav  and  Prairie  des  Chiens,  in  the 
Territory  of  Michigan ;"  in  which  amendment 
and  bill  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

A  resolution  on  its  third  reading,  for  extending 
the  use  of  the  Library  of  Congress  to  certain  offi- 
cers of  the  Grovernment,  in  addition  to  those  who 
are  now  allowed  the  use  of  it,  gave  rise  to  some 
objections  from  Mr.  Livermore  and  Mr.  Tayloh, 
the  latter  of  whom  moved  to  postpone  the  same 
indefinitely.  The  objections  were,  that  the  exten- 
sion of  the  permission  to  take  the  books  out  of  the 
Library  would  tend  to  impair  and  deface  what  was 
intended  for  the  ornament  as  well  as  for  the  ex- 
clusive use  of  Congress ;  that,  if  the  use  of  the 
Library  was  extended  as  proposed,  it  ought  also  to 
be  further  extended  on  the  same  principles — but 
that  it  was  altogether  needless  to  pass  the  resolve, 
inasmuch  as  the  Library  was  open  three  times  a 
week  during  the  recess,  and  daily  during  the  ses- 
sion, and  might  be  consulted  at  pleasure  by  the 
officers  in  question. 

The  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  was 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  revive  the  powers 
of  the  Commissioners,  for  deciding  on  land  claims 
in  the  district  of  Detroit,  dec,  was  twice  read  and 
referred  to  the  Committeeon  Private  Land  Claims. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  entitled,  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Henry  Willis,  deceased,"  was 
read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House.  ,>    ,  , 

DUTIES  ON  SALES  AT  AUCTION. 

The  engrossed  bill  laying  duties  on  certain  sales 
at  auction  was  read  the  third  time. 

[This  bill  proposes  to  lay  a  duty  on  all  sales  of 
foreign  goods  at  auction,  (except  sales  under  judi- 
cial process,  &c.,) — of  one  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
of  sales  of  groceries,  and  that  class  of  articles,  and 
of  five  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  sales  of  woollens, 
cottons,  and  certain  other  manufactured  articles.] 

Mr.  Rhea  delivered  at  length  his  views  in  de- 
cided opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  WENnovER  made  some  remarks  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Rhea,  and  staled  a  number  of  facts  illustrative 
of  the  extent  and  nature  of  the  auction  business, 
and  its  injurious  operation  on  the  retailing  business. 

Mr.  Rhea  made  a  few  observations  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Wendover.    "  •  '^  •■>' 

Mr.  Maclay  assigned  the  reasons  why  he  should 
vote  against  the  bill. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  said  bill  was 
then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays"  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative:  For  the  passage  of  the  bill  89,  against 
it  61,  as  follows: 

YiAS— Messrs',  .Adams,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Baker, 
Baldwin,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Boden,  Brown,  Bruah, 
BuUer  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Case,  Ciagett, 
Clark,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crawford,  Culbreth,  Cuahraan, 
Darlington.  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse, 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ervin,  Folger,  Foot,  Ford, 
Forrest,  Fuller,  Gross  of  New  York,  Guyon,  Hackley, 
Hall  of  New  York,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hill,  Kendall, 
Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Little,  Linn,  Lyman,  McCreary, 
McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary, 
Marchand.  Mason,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  8. 
Moore,   Monell,   Murray,  Newton,  Parker  of  Mi 
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chusetts,  Pstterson,  Philson,  Plumer.  Rankin,  Rich, 
Richmond,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Ross,  Rusa,  Sampson, 
Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street, 
Strong  of  Vermont,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins, 
Trimble,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Wil- 
liams of  Virginia,  and  Wood. 

Nais — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Bayly,  Bryan,  Buffum,  Burton,  Burwdl,  Butler  of 
Louisiana,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Crafts,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Fullerton,  Garnett,  Groas  of 
Pennsylvania,  Hardin,  Hazard,  Heister,  Holmes, 
Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Lowndes, 
Maclay,  McCoy,  Mercer,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachu- 
setts, Nelson  of  Virginia,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Vir- 
ginia, Pinckney,  Pindall,  Pitcher,  Reed,  Rhea,  Ring- 
gold, Settle,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tracy,  Tucker  of 
Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Walker.  Warfield, 
and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  borrow  two  millions  of  dollars, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

A  debate  arose  on  the  provisions  of  this  bill, 
which  occupied  the  remainder  of  the  day's  sitting. 
What  follows  will  serve  to  show  the  course  of  the 
debate. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  briefly  explained  the 
several  provisions  of  the  bill,  and  announced  his 
intention  to  propose,  in  consequence  of  the  proposed 
extent  of  the  loan,  (for  twelve  years,)  that  the  in- 
terest to  be  paid  thereon  should  be  limited  to  five 
per  cent.  [If  it  cannot  be  borrowed  at  this  rate. 
It  may  be  raised  by  a  temjwrary  loan,  at  six  per 
cent.,  which  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  to  be 
authorized  to  lend.] 

Mr.  Trimble  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  strike  out 
" two,"  and  insert  "five"  in  the  first  section,  so  as 
to  create  a  loan  for  five  millions,  instead  of  two. 

Mr.  T.  began  by  saying,  that  the  first  section  of 
the  bill  proposes  a  loan  of  two  millions,  and  the 
last  section  enacts  that  the  balance  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  (which  is  ^,378,398)  shall  be  applied,  in 
aid  of  the  loan,  to  make  good  the  deficit  of  1820. 
It  would,  therefore,  be  proper  to  keep  the  whole 
bill  in  view  upon  the  motion.  If  it  was  the  plea- 
sure of  the  House  that  the  balance  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  should  be  so  applied,  then  a  loan  of  three 
millions  would  be  necessary :  perhaps  more,  cer- 
tainly not  less.  If  it  was  intended  to  leave  the 
Sinking  Fund  to  act  uijon  its  legitimate  objects, 
then  a  loan  of  five  millions  must  be  made.  He 
was  decidedly  hostile  to  the  proposed  application, 
or  rather  misapplication,  of  the  balance  of  the 
Sinking  Fund.  It  was  his  settled  opinion  that 
the  ten  millions  of  dollars  appropriated  for  the 
redemption  of  the  public  debt  was  pledged  invio- 
lably for  that  purpose,  and  that  it  would  be  a 
breach  of  national  faith  to  divert  it  to  other  ob- 


jects, except  m  time  of  war,  agreeably  to  the  7th 
section  of  the  law  of  March,  1817,  by  which  the 
fund  was  enlarged  to  ten  millions.  He  read  sev- 
eral paragraphs,  from  acts  of  Congress,  in  sap- 
port  of  his  opinion,  and  commented  at  some  length 
upon  the  operation  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  the 
impropriety  of  changing  the  system,  for  the  sake 
of  saving  appearances.  This  proposition,  he  said, 
pnsenLs  two  questions: 

1st.  Is  the  fund  pledged  to  redeem  the  national 
debt?    And,  if  not, 

2d.  Would  it  be  sound  policy  to  appropriate  it 
to  other  objects  ? 

He  had  expressed  his  decided  opinion,  that  it 
was  pledged ;  and,  if  it  was  not,  he  was  against 
the  policy  of  the  measure.  It  would  form  a  pre- 
cedent which  he  could  not  tolerate.  He  could 
recollect  of  no  instance  in  which  a  sinVing  fund, 
either  here  or  in  Europe,  had  been  withdrawn,  in 
time  of  peace,  from  its  proper  purposes.  Ought 
we  at  this  session  to  set  an  example  so  pernicioust 
If,  said  he,  there  is  any  one  event  which  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  desire  above  all  others,  it 
IS  the  total  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt. 
They  at  least  have  a  right  to  consider  the  fund  as 
pledged.  They  ask  you,  what  progress  you  are 
making  in  the  redemption  of  the  debt  1  And  what 
is  your  answer  ?  Why,  sir,  a  bill  containing  two 
of  the  most  odious  fiscal  propositions  which  could 
be  offered  to  the  nation — a  loan,  and  a  diversion 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  the  current  expenses  of 
the  year.  He  urged  other  reasons  against  the 
proposition,  and  said  that  he  would  leave  it  with 
the  committee,  and  turn  his  attention  to  the  first 
section. 

A  loan,  said  he,  is  wanted  this  year,  and  ano- 
ther next ;  we  are  fairly  afloat  upon  the  plank  of 
loans,  and,  whether  we  shall  push  the  debt  off,  or 
it  push  us,  is  a  problem  which  he  would  leave  for 
time  and  tide  to  solve. 

He  was  dissatisfied  with  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. He  was  so  understood  by  the  chairman ; 
and  he  had  given  notice  that  he  should  make  the 
motion  which  he  had  submitted.  He  commended 
so  much  of  the  report  as  recommends  retrench- 
ment, and  gave  it  his  warmest  approbation.  Bat 
he  objected  to  some  of  the  fiscal  facts,  the  ar- 
rangement which  had  been  made  of  them,  and 
the  conclusions  drawn  from  them.  He  had  al- 
ready shown  that  the  proposed  application  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  is  a  breach  of  public  faith ;  and  he 
intended  to  show — 

1st.  That  the  report  is  delusive,  and  calculated, 
in  some  respects,  to  mislead  the  country. 

2d.  That  the  policy  and  interest  of  the  nation 
is  decidedly  against  the  system  of  finance  pro- 
posed by  the  committee. 

To  have  himself  clearly  understood,  he  would 
take  the  liberty  of  stating  some  facts  which,  upon 
this  occasion,  ought  to  be  remembered  ;  and  this 
was  a  proper  time  to  say,  that  he  would  state  no 
facts  except  such  as  had  been  reported  from  the 
proper  offices,  and  that  he  had  taken  some  trouble 
to  avoid  mistakes.  He  would  remark  that,  in 
making  calculations,  he  had  cast  off  all  bdow 
fifty  cents,  and  all  above  was  carried  to  a  unit. 
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In  January,  1791,  the  public  debt  was  $75,169,- 
974.  In  1793  we  began  the  loan  system,  and  con- 
tinaed  it  for  twelve  vears,  at  which  time  the  debt 
stood  at  eighty  millions,  vibrating  during  the 
whole  time  between  seventy-five  and  eighty-five 
millions.  He  gave  those  twelve  years  to  gentle- 
men who  prefer  loant  to  reduction.  It  was  a  sec- 
tion of  the  "  road  to  ruin"  that  he  would  not 
travel  in  himself,  nor  would  he  advise  others  to  go 
far  along  it  From  1805,  when  the  loans  ceased, 
the  debt  diminished  rapidly  until  1812,  when  it 
stood  at  forty-five  millions.  This  result  is  an 
argument  for  those  who  recommend  retrenchment 
and  reduction.  Experience  proves  that,  so  long 
as  deficits  are  made  good  by  loans,  there  is  no 
reduction  of  public  debt  or  current  expenses. 
The  war  debt,  added  to  the  last  sum,  made  an 

aggregate,  in  1816,  of  123  millions  ;  which  has 

bc«i  since  reduced,  and  on  the  1st  January  last, 

„»t«>^at 888,885,203 

Part  of  this  sum  is  redeemable  at  the 

pleasure  of  the  Government,  viz, 

3  per  cent,  stock,  $13,225,915,  and 

5  per  cent,  stock,  (subscribed  to  U. 

S.  Bank,)  $7,000,000  -        -        -      20,295,916 


1828.  War  loan,  as  before    9,490,099 
Interest  this  year       -        -       748,877 


10,238,97« 


Leaving  a  balance  of  funded  debt, 
at  6  and  7  per  cent.      -        -        -    $68,589;288 

This  balance  is  redeemable  at  the  following 
perioda,  and  in  the  following  sums ;  to  each  of 
which  IS  added  the  annual  interest  accruino^  on 
the  whole  amount  of  the  public  debt,  and  the^'ag- 
greg^e  sum  carried  out  so  as  to  show  at  a  single 
glauce  what  sums  are  annually  reimbursed  until 
the  year  1828 : 
1880,  Jan.  1.  Sundry  items, 

as  per  Treasury  report    -  $2,799,659 
Interest  on  public  debt  this 

yeaf       -        -        -        -    4,911,843 

1821.  Deferred  6  per  cent.'  §7,711,502 
stock      -        .        .        -       534,033 

Interest  this  year       -        -    4,773,737 

1822.  Deferred  6  per  cents.       566,588      *      ' 
Interc^  this  year       -        -    4,741,182 


1823.  Deferred  6  per  cents.  602,836 
Interest  this  year       -        -  4,704,934 

1824.  Balance  deferred   6 

per  cents.       -        -        .  356,858 

Interest  this  year       -        -  4,666,267 


5,307,770 


5,307,770 


5,023,126 


1825.  War  stock,  at  6  per 
,  cent.      ....  18,870,405 
Interest  this  year       -        -    3,440,41 1 

ifiOA    ^X7       V^t         .       "- 22,310^17 

1826.  War  slock,  as  above  22,357,368 
Uterest  this  year       -        -    2,098,969 


24,456,338 


1837.  War  loan,  at  6  and 

7  per  cent.      -        -        -13,011,437     . 
interest  this  year       -        -     1,318,283 

'■  14,829,721 


Still  leaving  the  3  and  5  per  cents,  redeemable 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  Treasury. 

He  said  he  would  have  to  refer  to  these  items 
hereafter,  and  would,  therefore,  waive  them  for 
the  present,  and  take  up  the  report  of  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and 
would — 

1st.  Take  the  chairman's  facts  as  the  basis  of 
his  calculation,  and,  by  putting  items  in  their 
proper  places,  show  the  true  deficit  for  1820. 

2d.  Upon  the  same  basis,  he  would  show  a  de- 
ficit for  1821,  of  certainly  $4,000,000,  and  proba- 
bly $6,000,000.  *^ 

The  report  begins  this  subject  by  enumerating 
the  ittms  of  revenue  for  1820,  to  some  of  whicl^ 
he  said,  he  had  the  most  decided  objections,  and 
others  would  be  unavailing  this  year.  The  third 
bank  bonus  or  instalment,  as  the  law  calls  it, 
does  not  fall  due  until  the  first  day  of  January, 
1821,  and  yet  it  is  set  down  as  available  funds  in 
1820.  This  is  taking  a  loan  from  next  year  to 
supply  the  deficit  of  this.  It  is  enough  if  we  per- 
nut  each  year  to  swallow  itself  But,  by  this  re- 
port, 1820,  after  devouring  itself,  and  all  the 
crumbs  and  fragments  of  last  year,  bt-gins  to  gor- 
mandize upon  1821,  at  the  rate  of  a  tank  bonus 
per  meal.  The  second  bonu.s,  due  in  January  last, 
IS  carried  to  the  balance  in  the  Treasury  this  year ; 
and  the  third  bonus  belongs  to  next  year ;  and,  if 
he  was  not  greatly  mistaken,  it  would  be  wanted 
to  make  good  deficits  in  that  year.  To  use  it  this 
year  is  only  covering  the  deficit  with  cobwebs. 

Again  :  A  bank  dividend  is  stated  for  July  next, 
at  four  per  cent.,  making  $280,000;  and,  to  be 
consistent,  the  dividend  in  January,  1821,  ought 
to  have  been  carried  back  with  the  bonus,  as 
funds  for  1820.  But  there  is  no  reason  to  believe 
that  any  dividend  will  be  made  in  July  ;  if  one  is 
made,  it  will  be  for  the  sake  of  demonsUation ;  it 
will  be  to  keep  up  appearances. 

Again  :  The  revenue  from  public  lands  is  stated 
at  two  millions.  These  funds  will  be  deposited  in 
banks  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  Missouri,  Mississippi,  Ala- 
bama, and  other  places.  The  whole  disbursement 
of  public  money  west  of  the  mountains  is  only 
about  $1,250,000  per  annum,  and  the  balance 
niust  be  remitted  to  Philadelphia,  and  places  east 
of  that,  before  it  is  available  funds  for  the  Treas- 
ury. It  IS  found  that  eight  or  nine  months  are 
required  to  transmit  money  from  the  Western 
country  to  the  Treasury.  •. 

The  operation  is  usually  performed  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  Bank,  but  four  months'  notice  is  de- 
manded, and  it  is  about  four  months  after  pay- 
ments  are  made  before  they  are  deposited,  so  that 
a  notice  can  be  given  to  the  bank,  and  requisition 
made  upon  it  to  eflfect  the  transmission.  These 
moneys  are  paid  in  specie  or  bank  notes.  If  in 
specie,  It  would  take  four  months,  and  cost  two 
and  a  half  per  cent  to  transfer  it  to  the  Treasury. 
If  in  paper,  the  remitunce  cannot  be  made  by  the 
bank  at  an  earlier  day  than  that  stated,  without 
loss  to  the  institution  ;  and  ii  the  local  bank  notes 
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were  transmitted,  the  loss  to  the  Treasury  would 
be  from  five  to  twenty  per  cent.     In  fact,  the  loss 
upon  public  funds  paid  in  the  Western  country  is 
about  three  per  cent.,  if  the  money  lying  idle  and 
useless  may  be  called  a  loss.     Now  it  is  admitted 
that  Kentucky  and  Ohio  hemp  is  worth  two  and 
a  half  more  than  Russia  hemp,  and  upon  these 
facts  he  would  ask  if  it  would  not  be  wise  for  the 
Qovernment  to  purchase  Western  hemp  for  the 
navy  at  five  per  cent,  above  the  price  of  Russia 
hemp,  and  also  procure  clothing  for  the  army,  and 
other  supplies,  it  to  be  had,  in  the  Western  coun- 
try, at  an  advance  of  from  three  to  five  per  cent, 
on  the  current  price  of  imports  ?     The  bill  which 
was  passed  a  few  days  since,  on  this  subject,  ought 
to  be  carried  into  effect  by  the  departments  without 
delay.     The  people  of  the  West  would  begin  to 
look  into  this  matter.     You  make  us  pay  our  dues 
in  cash.    We  have  neither  loans  nor  credits.    The 
Eastern  people  get  all  the  money,  all  the  credits, 
and  all  the  loans.     Surely   our  agriculture  and 
manufacture;^  may  for  the  niture  expect  to  receive 
that  encouragement  which  can  be  given  to  them 
without  loss  to  the  public.     If  he  should  live  to 
take  his  seat  here  next  session,  he  would  find  it  his 
duty  to  inquire  pretty  closely  into  the  prices  which 
may  be  given  by  public  agents  during  this  summer 
for  clothing  and  hemp,  and  one  or  two  other  arti- 
cles of  Western  growth  or  manufacture. 

He  would  proceed  with  the  report.  The  items 
he  had  named  ought  to  be  deducted  from  the  esti- 
mate of  the  available  funds  for  the  current  year. 
The  total  receipts  of  the  year  are  sta- 

^  ted  at $22,525,665 

Deduct  therefrom  the  bank  bo- 
nus       -        -        -        .        500,000 
Deduct  therefrom  the  bank  di- 
vidends        -        -        .        280,000 
Deduct   therefrom    money   in 
transit  -        -        .        750,000 

1,530,000 


Leaving  available  funds  for  1820,  20,995,665 

The  current  appropriations  for  the 
same  year  amount  to         -        -        -    26,299,164 
Deduct  the  above  sum      -        -        -    20,995,665 


Leaves  a  deficit  for  1820,  of  -  -  5,303,499 
Which  accords  with  the  annual  report  from  the 
Treasury  Department.  A  single  glance  at  the 
stote  ot  our  foreign  relations  would  indicate  the 
necessity  of  a  loan  for  five  millions.  The  Secre- 
tary, of  course,  would  only  borrow  so  much  of  that 
sum  as  IS  wanted.  A  loan  of  less  than  three  mil- 
lions would,  in  his  opinion,  lead  to  a  breach  of 
public  faith,  or  a  call  of  Congress  before  December. 
So  much  for  1820.  The  report  of  expenditures 
for  1821  is,  he  said,  entirely  delusive.  The  current 
expenses  of  the  Grovernment  for  the  last  five  years 
has  been  upwards  of  fourteen  millions  of  dollars  : 
last  year  it  amounted,  including  Revolutionary 
pensions,  to  $16,422,946;  and  this  year  about  the 
same.  Add  the  sinking  fund,  and  the  total  amount 
is,  at  least,  $26,000,000  per  annum.  


Ija  1819  the  total  expenditure  was    $24,812,419 
This  year  it  is,  (including  Revolu- 
tiooarypensionO     -        -        -        -    26,299^164 
The  unexpended  balance  of  sinking  fund  makes 
the  only  material  difference  between   1819  and 
1820.     How  the  chairman   expects  to  reduce  it 
for  1821,  to  about  eighteen  and  one  half  miUiona. 
was  more  than  he  could  conjecture.     There  is  a 
list  of  items  which  the  report  says  may  be  deduct* 
ed  next  year.     But  there  are  items  of  this  sort 
every  year,  which  go  off  the  estimates,  and  other* 
come  on,  to  an  equal  amount,  and  sometime* 
greater.     There  are  two  modes  of  increasing  ex- 
penditures which  are  always  in  operation  :  1st.  By 
passing  laws  creating  new  heads  of  service,  and 
voting  funds  to  carry  them  into  effect.     Pension 
laws  and  Indian  treaties  are  of  this  class.    2d.  By 
incidental    and    miscellaneous   demands,    whicft 
come  up  every  year,  and  have  to  be  provided  for, 
(private  claims  and  the  like;)  and  the  experience 
of  twenty  years  has  proven  that  these  new  de- 
mands  which  come  upon  the  estimates,  exceed 
the  aggregate  of  old  ones  which  are  omitted.    This 
very  year  we  have  about  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  in  new  items.     Besides,  the  army 
is  put  upon  stint  and  thrift  for  this  year,  and,  my 
word  for  it,  we  shall  next  year  be  compelled  to 
increase  the  army  appropriation,  and  I  dare  say 
we  shall  have  some  deficits  to  make  good. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means;,  he  said, 
made  a  reduction  in  the  estimates  of  this  year  of 
two  millions  of  dollars  ;  which,  if  it  had  been  al- 
lowed, would  have  made  the  expenditure  upwards 
of  twenty-eight  millions,  leaving  a  deficit  of  more 
than  seven  millions. 

If  the  revenue  amounts  to  only  twenty  millions 
for  the  next  four  years,  we  may  expect  a  deficit  of 
about  four  millions  per  annum  until  the  year  1823, 
when  the  permanent  appropriation  for  the  increase 
of  the  navy  expires ;  after  which  the  deficit  will 
be  three  millions,  and  the  figures  stand  thus,  by 
estimate : 
Current  expenses  and  sinking  fund 

for  1825 $23,000,000 

Deduct  the  total  of  revenue,  amount 
doubtful 20,000,000 

Ddicii  for  that  year       .        -        . 
Add  the  public  debt  and  interest. 


3,000,000 


payable  that  year 


22,310,817 


Total  deficit  for  1825  -  -  -  25,310,817 
The  report  of  the  honorable  chairman  is  defec- 
tive in  not  showing  the  amount  of  interest  accru- 
ing and  payable  each  year  after  1824.  The  amount 
for  1825  is  $3,440,411,  and  must  be  added  to  the 

frincipal,  to  show  the  aggregate  payable  that  jrear. 
t  is  useless  to  deceive  ourselves  on  this  subject. 
The  chairman's  plan  of  finance  will  leave  us  with- 
out a  dollar  to  begin  the  heavy  reimbursements  of 
the  year  1825.  He  exhausts  the  sinking  fund 
every  year,  and  leaves  the  public  faith  to  rest  upon 
chance,  and  the  revival  of  trade  and  commerce. 

The  laws  of  Congress,  Mr.  T.  again  said,  had 
given  a  solemn  pledge  that  ten  millions  shall  be 
annually  applied  in  redemption  of  the  national 
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debt ;  and  he,  for  one,  was  resolved  to  hold  it  f  sible  to  be  exact  on  such  subjects,  because  all  the 
sacred.  In  the  year  1824,  the  commissioners  of  j  facts  are  not  tangible;  but  it  is  quite  reasonaUe  to 
that  fund  could,  by  law,  call  upon  the  Treasury  :  suppose  that  the  ratio  of  population  and  consump. 
for  the  balances  unexpected  for  the  two  preceding  i  tion  is  about  the  same  now  as  then.     The  amount 


years;  which  balances  would  be  $9,384,460;  and 
these  balances,  if  called  for,  would  make  the  de- 
ficit of  1825  amount  to  $34,695,277.  It  would 
have  given  him  great  pleasure  to  accord  with  the 
report  in  all  respects,  if  he  could  have  done  so ; 
more  especially  as  it  gives  a  view  of  our  finances 
quite  as  favorable   as   the   facts  would  warrant. 


of  imports  would  be  determined  by  the  demand  for 
consumption,  and  the  ability  of  the  nation  to  pay 
for  thera :  or  take  another  principle,  and  say  that 
the  amount  of  imports  will  equal  the  amount  of 
exports;  and  upon  either  principle,  or  any  statis- 
tical principle,  it  will  be  found  that  our  revenue 
from  customs  will  be  about  twenty-two  millions. 


What  he  had  said  gave  a  darker  shade  to  the  sub-  and  a  probable  increase.  Great  allowances,  how 
ject,  but  still  he  saw  no  reason  to  despond;  for,  j  ever,  must  be  made  for  the  pressure  of  the  times 
notwithstanding  the  derangements  of  commerce    and  the  results  of  past  years  may  aflbrd  no  crite^ 


rion  upon  which  estimates  can  be  made  for  the 

future.  .  ^,j 

Recurring  again  to  the  report,  he  said  that  those 

who  chose  to  take  the  trouble  of  examining  this 

subject,  will  find,  that,  in  the  year  1816,  the  annual 

income  of  the  Treasury  was  staled  at  twenty-two 

millions,  and  the  disbursements  at  the  same  sum; 

88,885,203  1  but  the  actual  receipts  have  greatly  exceeded  the 

I  estimates,  and  it  appears  that  upwards  of  thirty- 

301,199,473  !  two  millions  of  funded  debt  have  been  paid  during 

26,000,000  !  the  last  three  years;  and  that  about  thirty  millions 

millions  of  j  have,  in  the  same  period,  been  expended  in  dis- 

Ours,  this  !  charge  of  Treasury  notes,  Mississippi  stock,  arrears 

int  of  j  of  \\  ar  debt  unfunded,  and  various  other  demands, 

exclusive  of  the  current  expenses  of  each  year, 


and  the  pressure  of  the  times,  our  condition  is  far 
superior  to  that  of  any  other  nation.  A  contrast, 
for  instance,  between  our  fiscal  concerns  and  those 
of  Great  Britain,  would  make  the  subject  suffi- 
ciently clear  to  be  understood. 

In  the  year  1818,  her  national  debt,  funded  and 
unfunded,  amounted  to         -        -  ^,555,555,555 

Our  debt  is  only 

The  annual  expense  of  her  Gov- 
ernment is  -        -        -        - 

The  maximum  of  ours  is  only  - 

Her  deficit  in  1818  was  sixty-one 
dollars,  which  she  supplied  by  a  loan 
year,  is  only  five  millions.     The  whole  amoun 
expenses  of  our   Government,   from   the   4th  of 

March,  1789,  to  June  30th,  1819,  a  period  of  thirty  I  which  have  also  been  paid.     From  all  which  it 
years,  was  only  five  hundred  and  thirteen  million  j  appears  that  the  deficit  of  this  year  is  not  owing 
five  hundred  and  sixty-seven  thousand  one  hundred  j  to  any  mistake  in  the  estimates  of  the  Treasury 
and  eight  dollars;  of  which  sura  more  than  two  !  Departm<;nt,  or  any  failure  of  revenue  heretofore 
hundred  and  fifty-three  millions  was  paid  in  dis-    but  is  chargeable  mainly  to  the  liberal  manner  in 


charge  of  principal  and  interest  of  public  debt, 

and  about  two  hundred  and  sixty  millions  for  the 

aggregate  expenses  of  Government;  from  which 

it  appears  that  the  people  of  England  pay  as  much 

in  one  year  and  nine  months,  as  we  do  in  thirty 

years.     To  this  we  must  add  their  poor  tax,  which  !  mates,  there  still  remains  a  deficit 

is  an  aggregate  sum  of  from  twenty-seven  to  thirty-  I  stated  by  him  in  his  annual  report 


which  Congress  has  authorized  disbursements. 

We  had  been  flattered  with  a  hope  that  the  Sec- 
retary had  made  a  mistake  as  to  the  amount  of  the 
deficit  in  the  Treasury;  but,  after  making  the 
reduction  of  more  than  two  millions  from  the  esti- 

to  the  amount 
It  is  now  be- 


SLX  millions  per  annum.  j  yond  question,  that  the  disbursements  of  this  and 

The  report  of  the  committee,  said  Mr.  T.,  gives  |  succeeding  years  will  surpass  the  receipts  at  the 
the  probable  amount  of  revenue  for  next  year,  and  Treasury,  and  any  system  of  expedients  will  only 
various  opinions  have  been  expressed  on  that  sub-    react  upon  us,  at  the  next  session,  with  additional 


ject.  As  to  the  revenue  from  customs,  he  had 
satisfied  himself  that  it  would  be  at  its  minimum 
for  this  and  the  next  year ;  and  that  it  would  after- 
wards gradually  increase.  He  had  a  statistical 
table  before  him,  showing  the  aggregate  amount 
and  value  of  imports  for  consumption  for  several 
periods,  of  seven  years  each,  together  with  the 


force.  The  best  way  would  be  to  take  the  advice 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  reduce  the 
expenditures.  We  must  do  so  at  the  next  session, 
or  revive  the  late  system  of  internal  taxation. 
This,  he  was  sure,  would  not  be  submitted  to  by 
the  nation,  until  reductions  are  first  made,  and  the 
sooner  we  begin  the  work  the  better.     He  said  he 


average  consumption  of  each  year,  and  also  the  |  had  stated  such  of  his  objections  to  the  report  of 
annual  amount  of  customs  accruing  on  the  con-  i  the  committee  as  are  materially  connected  with 
sumption  of  each  year.  He  had  selected  the  period  the  loan  bill ;  in  doing  which,  his  only  object  was 
from  the  first  of  January,  1794,  to  December,  1800, 1  to  have  the  facts  distinctly  understood  before  a 
as  the  basis  of  an  inference,  and  upon  the  supposi- 1  vote  is  taken.  If  the  House  should  conclude  to 
tion  that  each  individual  will  consume  as  much  ;  use  the  Sinking  Fund  in  aid  of  the  revenue  for  this 
of  imports  for  the  next  seven  years,  as  was  con-  j  year,  he  hoped  they  would  raise  the  loan  to  three 
snmed  by  each  during  that  period,  the  amount  of'  millions,  without  which,  he  was  sure,  the  Treasury 
revenue,  from  the  next  seven  years,  will  amount  j  would  be  aground  before  the  next  session. 


to  at  least  twenty-three  millions  of  dollars.  This 
result  is  founded  upon  the  tariflf  as  it  stood  from 
1794  to  1800,  and  he  thought  it  probable  that  the 
increase  of  duties  since  that  time  would  equal  the 
decrease  of  consumption.    He  knew  it  was  impos- 


Mr.  Stohhs  followed,  on  the  same  side  of  the 
question  as  Mr.  Trimble.  He  too  doubted  the 
correctness  of  the  estimatts  of  revenue  for  the  pres- 
ent year,  and  therefore  urged  that  the  proposed 
amount  of  the  loan  was  too  small.    He  was  also 
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of  opinion  that  a  due  regard  to  the  public  faith 
required  that  the  surplus  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
should  not  be  applied  to  the  expenses  of  the  cur- 
rent year,  Ac.  In  the  course  of  his  speech,  Mr.  S. 
gave  notice  that  he  should  call  up  his  motion 
looking  to  a  system  of  internal  revenue,  with  a 
view  of  amending  it  so  as  to  make  it  a  resolution 
calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report 
to  Congress,  at  the  next  session,  a  system  of  inter- 
nal taxation  adapted  to  any  deficiency  in  the  rev- 
enue arising  from  the  excess  of  the  expenditures  of 
the  Government  over  its  receipts. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  replied  to  Mr.  Thi.mble  and  Mr. 
Storrs.  He  denied  that  there  was  any  invasion 
of  the  faith  of  the  Government  as  pledged  in  regard 
to  the  Sinking  Fund.  He  defended  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  point  to  point, 
and  argued  that  it  would  be  absurd  to  borrow 
money  and  pay  interest  on  it,  that  it  might  lie  idle  in 
the  Treasury,  as  this  money  must  do,  if  borrowed, 
since  it  could  not  be  employed  in  the  redemption 
of  the  public  debt,  unless  (of  which  there  was  no 
probability)  it  should  be  in  the  market  at  or  below 
par. 

Mr.  LowNOES  made  a  few  remarks  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  but  also  in  favor  of  a  somewhat  larger 
amount  of  loan  than  two  millions,  thinking  that 
a  loan  of  that  amount  left  too  little  surplus  for 
contingencies.  On  the  subject  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  he  took  the  same  ground  as  Mr.  Smith,  and  ! 
entirely  denied  that  the  application  of  the  idle 
surplus  of  that  fund  to  the  current  expenses  of  the 
Government  was  at  all  inconsistent  with  the  laws 
creating  and  regulating  that  fund. 

Mr.  Balowin  spoke  in  favor  of  a  loan  of  five 
millions,  and  of  course  against  that  part  of  the  bill 
which  relates  to  the  surplus  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
which  fund,  according  to  his  construction  of  the 
law,  was  sacredly  pledged  to  the  sole  purpose  of 
paying  the  public  debt,  and  inapplicable  to  any 
other  unless  during  war — a  case  specially  provided 
for,  and  therefore  excluding  any  other  contingency. 
Mr.  Barbour  controverted  Mr.  Balowin's  con- 
struction of  the  law.  He  contended  that  any  sur- 
plus of  the  Sinking  Fund,  which  could  not  be 
applied  to  the  purchase  of  the  public  debt  at  or 
under  par,  might  be  applied  to  the  ordinary  pur- 
poses ot  the  Government — being  idle  and  useless 
m  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  until  at  the  end  of  two  years  it  reverts  to  the 
Treasury. 

Mr.  Balowin  and  Mr.  Trimble  both  spoke  in 
reply,  the  latter  much  at  large ;  when,  after  a  ses- 
sion of  about  six  hours,  the  Committee  rose  and 
the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  May  5. 
DUTIES  ON  SALES  AT  AUCTION. 

Immediately  after  the  meeting  of  the  House,  the 
following  proceedings  took  place: 

Mr.  FoRO,  of  New  York,  was  speaking  when 
the  Reporter  entered  the  Chamber.  He  was  stat- 
ing the  general  reasons  which  had  induced  him  to 
Tote  for  the  tariff  bill,  (which  was  yesterday  re- 
jected in  the  Senate,)  and  which  also  induced  him. 


in  connexion  with  that  bill  and,  as  a  part  of  a 
general  system,  to  vote  on  the  bill  for  laying  du- 
ties on  sales  at  auction,  which  yesterday  passed 
this  House.  The  tariff  bill,  had  it  passed,  he  said, 
would  not  in  his  opinion  have  operated  to  enhance 
to  the  consumer  the  price  of  imported  goods be- 
lieving that  the  whole  difference  between  the  pres- 
ent and  the  proposed  duty  would  have  accrued  to 
the  Government,  without  its  operating  as  a  tax  on 
the  people,  &c.  He  approved  of  that  bill,  and  of 
the  auction  duty  as  connected  with  it ;  but,  as  there 
was  now  no  prospect  of  the  passage  of  the  tariff 
bill,  and  as  he  considered  the  auction-duty  bill  as 
necessarily  connected  with  it,  he  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vole  of  yesterday,  whereby  the  auction- 
duty  bill  was  passed.  His  object  was,  on  its  being 
reconsidered,  to  move  to  postpone  the  bill  tO  the 
next  session. 

The  question    having   been    stated  from  the 
Chair — 

Mr.  Cocke,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  had  supposed 
this  bill,  which  passed  yesterday,  had  taken  the 
course  of  other  bills,  and  had  been  yesterday  trans- 
mitted to  the  Senate  for  its  concurrence,  until 
information  to  the  contrary  had  been  given  to  the 
House.    Had  the  same  expedition  been  pursued 
in  regard  to  this  bill  as  had  been  pursued  in  re- 
gard to  certain  other  bills,  the  motion  for  recon- 
sideration could  not  have  been  made.     Under  the 
circumstances,  he  considered  this  motion  as  not  a 
little  extraordmary.     The  bill  had  been  once  de- 
bated and  rejected  ;  then  reconsidered  and  amend- 
ed ;  then  debated  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading ; 
and  on  a  subsequent  day  read  a  third  time  and 
passed  ;  and  now,  on  the  next  day,  it  was  agaia 
proposed  to  be  reconsidered  !     For  his  part,  he  said, 
he  was  not  made  of  such  pliable  materials  as  to 
be  persuaded  to  go  into  a  measure  on  one  day,  and 
out  of  it  the  next.     For  a  course  so  inconsistent, 
he  could  not  possibly  give  his  vote.     If  it  was  right 
to  pass  this  bill  yesterday,  it  was  certainly  right 
to  pass  it  to-day  ;  for  the  same  state  of  things  ex- 
ists now  as  did  then.    He  therefore  requested  that, 
when  the  vote  on  the  question  of  reconsideration 
was  taken,  it  should  be  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  that 
there  should  be  a  call  of  the  House  on  the  occa- 
sion. 

[Mr.  Speaker  stated,  for  the  information  of  the 
House,  and  in  justification  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
House,  that  he  had  known  of  no  intention  to  move 
a  reconsideration  of  the  bill  until  this  morning; 
that  yesterday  indisposition  had  prevented  his  car- 
rying the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  this  morning  the 
Senate  had  not  yet  met.  The  general  import  of 
the  Speaker's  observations  was,  that  no  blame  was 
imputable  to  the  Clerk  on  the  occasion.] 

Mr.  Baldwin  assigned  the  reasons  why  he  should 
vote  in  favor  of  the  reconsideration.  On  the  ques- 
tion to  reconsider  this  bill  the  other  day,  with  a 
view  to  revive  it  after  its  rejection,  he  had  voted 
in  the  negative.  The  House  would  recollect  that, 
when  he  moved  to  strike  out  ten  per  cent.,  the 
amount  of  duty  proposed  to  be  laid  on  sales  of  dry 
goods,  he  had  done  so  against  his  own  opinion, 
believing  that  in  that  shape  the  bill  would  not  an- 
swer the  object  he  had  in  view.    He  was  opposed 
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to  the  recoasidentioa  of  the  bill  at  this  time,  be- 
cause he  was  of  opinioa  that  it  was  better  to  do 
Dothing,  or  do  what  ought  to  be  done. 

The  bill  had  now  assumed  an  aspect  totally  dif- 
ferent from  that  in  which  it  was  reported  by  the 
committee  ;  it  was  now  a  mere  revenue  bill,  or,  if 
it  would  have  any  other  operation,  it  would  be  a 
partial  one,  confined  to  one  class  of  the  commu- 
nity. As  a  revenue  bill,  he  said,  it  had  been  well 
remarked  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Sergeant,)  that 
its  operation  would  be  partial,  and  therefore  un- 
just. It  was  now  distinctly  avowed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  that  it  was  not  their 
intention  to  mtroduce  a  new  revenue  bill.  Let 
the  House  remark,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  the  system 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  Manufactures  would 
have  had  the  effect  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the 
revenue,  let  what  alarm  may  have  been  raised  on 
the  score  of  the  effect  of  the  tariff  bill  on  the  rev- 
But,  the  other  part  of  the  system  being  de 


enue. 


stroyed,  he  was  not  disposed  to  retain  this"  dis- 
joined branch  of  it.     With  respect  to  the  auction 
duty,  he  had  another  objection  to  it.     Whilst  it 
was  connected  with  a  general  system,  for  impor- 
tant general  purposes,  the  States  which  derived  a 
revenue  from  the  same  object  would  be  willing  to 
give  it  up.    Now.  no  such  purpose  would  be  an- 
swered by  the  bill;  and,  as  a  Represenative  of  a 
Sute  whose  revenue  would  be  impaired  by  it,  he 
did  not  see  why  the  interests  of  two  States  de- 
riving revenue  from  this  object  should  alone  be 
sacrificed,  not  to  general   but   to  partial  views. 
The  solitary  object  of  this  bill,  besides  putting  a 
httle  money  mto  the  Treasury,  was  to  aid  the 
naerchants  of  this  country  in  competition  with 
those  of  another  country  in  our  markets.    As  a 
measur^  he  said,  if  the  old  system  of  revenue  was 
good — if  it  had  carried  us  so  triumphantly  through 
peace  and  through  war,  there  was  no  occasion  for 
this  htUe  accession  to  it ;  and,  if  it  was  unsound, 
and  not  to  be  relied  on.  this  partial  aid  was  not 
what  It  required.     He  should,  therefore,  in  every 
view  vote  for  the  reconsideration  of  the  bill,  and 
then  for  its  postponement. 

Mr.  LivEHMORE  wished,  before  he  voted  for  the 
reconsideration,  to  have  a  distinct  pledge,  that  the 
object  of  the  reconsideration  was  to  postpone  the 
bUl,  and  not  to  amend  and  repass  it.     There  was 
something  about  this  bill,  he  said,  which  he  could 
not  understand      One  day  it  is  a  revenue  bill ;  the 
next  day,  a  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  manu- 
factures ;  and  the  next  day  something  else.     He 
expressed  some  surprise  at  the  quarter  in  which 
hostility  to  the  bill  was  now  manifested.     Who 
he  asked,  were  the  fathers  of  the  bill  ?   The  Com- 
mittee ol  Manufactured;  and  yet  to-day  the  chair- 
man of  that  committee  wishes  to  destroy  the  bill 
This  reminded  him  of  Abraham,  offering  up  his 
son  Isaac  as  a  sacrifice  on  the  altar.     With  regard 
to  this  bill  as  a  measure  of  revenue,  Mr.  L.  thought 
there  was  no  occasion  for  it.     He  was  of  opinion 
that  the  revenue  was  large  enough  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Government;  and,  if  there  was  a 
proper  retrenchment  of  the  public  expenditure 
tjat  there  would  at  the  present  day  be  no  com- 
plaint of  a  deficiency  of  revenue  under  our  present 


systena  of  imposts,  which,  he  said,  had  been  a  faith- 
ful friend,  and  was  entitled  to  continued  confi- 
dence.    Mr.  L.  made  some  other  remarks,  which 
'  were  not  distinctly  heard  by  the  reporter. 

Mr.  Storrs  was  opposed  to  the  reconsideration 
of  the  bilL     By  suffering  it  to  pass,  he  said,  Con- 
gress would  be  able  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  the 
evil  to  which  it  was  necessary  to  apply  a  remedy. 
It  was  imporUnt,  with  a  view  to  devising  hereaf- 
ter a  system  for  the  protection  of  domestic  indus- 
try, to  understand  with  precision  the  extent  of  the 
evil  under  which  it  labors  from  the  sales  of  foreign 
goods,  &c.     Congress  would  then  be  able  to  apply 
a  remedy  with  some  degree  of  certainty.     The 
bill  was  of  some  importance,  too,  he  admitted,  as 
a  measure  of  revenue.    Mr.  S.  said  he  was  not 
one  of  those  who,  because  they  could  not  have  a 
perfect  system,  would  not  have  any  addition  what- 
ever to  the  revenue.     If  the  passage  of  this  bUl 
would  do  no  prejudice  to  any  class  of  the  commu- 
nity, what  harm  could  it  do  to  raise  four  or  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars  of  revenue,  without  any 
exDcnse  whatever  to  the  Grovernment  ?    On  this 
subject  of  internal  revenue,  Mr.  S.  said  he  wished 
to  be  understood.     Gentlemen  talked  of  internal 
taxation,  as  i{  it  implied  direct  taxation.     No  such 
thing,  he  said.     It  would  be  long  before  he  con- 
sented to  enter  a  man's  doors  to  tax  his  property 
or  lay  a  tax  directly  on  his  land.     But  here  was  a 
bill  which  would  produce  a  revenue  of  half  a 
million;  and  he  saw  no  reason  for  rejecting  it. 
Besides,  he  said,  the  manufacturers  ought  to  sup- 
port this  bill.     Because  they  could  not  obtain  a 
duty  of  ten  per  cent,  on  sales  of  foreign  manuiac- 
tures,  would  they  therefore  refuse  a  duty  of  five 
per  cent.  ?    It  could  not  be  denied,  he  said,  that  a 
duty  of  five  per  cent,  on  sales  at  auction  would  be 
a  serious  impediment  in  the  way  of  sales  of  foreign 
goods  at  auction.     Mr.  S.  contended  that  this  was 
a  very  important  bill,  if  there  never  pas.sed  an- 
other, in  favor  of  the  manufacturers  of  the  coun- 
try ;  and  he  would  not  consent  to  destroy  it  be- 
cause every  thing  which  they  wanted  could  not  be 
accomplished. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  could  not 
give  a  vote  on  this  question  without  expressing 
his  hope  that  the  motion  for  reconsideration  would 
not  prevail.     He  did  not  consider  the  three  bills 
which  had  been  before  the  House  dependent  on 
each  other,  but  considered  each  of  them  good  in- 
dependently of  the  other;  and  he  could  see  no 
reason  why  the  bill  now  under  consideration  should 
be  prevented  from  going  to  the  Senate.     He  be- 
lieved It  would  have  the  effect  to  prevent  the  vast 
circulation  of  foreign  manufactures  through  the 
country,  and  therefore  would  aid  our  manufac- 
tures; that  it  would  be  beneficial  to  the  revenue; 
and  that  it  would  also  favor  the  real  American 
merchant.     Although  in  favor  of  manufactures, 
he  was  not  opposed  to  the  mercantile  interest; 
and  It  appeared  that  a  great  portion  of  the  business 
of  the  country  was  now  done  by  foreign  merchants. 
Believing  that  this  bill  would  be  beneficial  to  the 
manufacturing  as  well  as  to  the  mercantile  in- 
terest, at  the  same  time  that  it  would  aid  the  rev- 
enue, he  could  not  but  be  in  favor  of  its  passage. 
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Mr.  Campbell  agreed  with  the  gentleman  who 
last  spoke,  that  each  of  the  three  bills  reported  by 
the  Committee  of  Manufactures  wa»  good,  inde- 
pendently of  each  other.  Though  the  Senate  had 
rejected  one  of  those  bills  which  had  passed  this 
House,  he  yet  thought  this  House  should  do  its 
duty  without  reference  to  what  the  Senate  had 
done.  If  the  Senate  prevented  the  adoption  of 
the  system,  on  them,  wnere  it  belongs,  let  the  re- 
sponsibility be.  It  would  not  tell  well,  he  said, 
to  the  nation,  that  the  House  had  twice  recon- 
sidered and  twice  reversed  its  decision  on  the 
same  bill. 

Mr.  Rhea  made  a  few  observations  on  the  ques- 
tion. He  was  in  favor  of  reconsideration  now, 
because  from  the  beginning  he  had  been  opposed 
to  the  bill.  He  remarked  on  the  arguments  in 
favor  of  this  bill :  at  one  time  the  bill  was  to  create 
a  revenue  from  sales  of  foreign  goods — at  another 
it  was  to  exclude  them  from  the  market.  These 
arguments,  he  contended,  were  incompatible  with 
each  other.  He  was  content,  he  said,  with  the  old 
revenue  system,  and  with  the  old  regulations  of 
commerce,  &c.,  notwithstanding  the  splendor  and 
oiagnificence  which  gentlemen  saw  in  this  new 
oae.  Mr.  R.  made  other  observations,  which  the 
reporter  was  not  able  to  hear :  but  the  conclusion 
of^them  was,  his  being  in  favor  of  the  reconsider- 
ation and  postponement  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Foot  made  a  few  remarks  in  opposition  to 
the  reconsideration  of  the  bill.  He  adverted  to 
the  difficulty  which  attended  the  sale  of  domestic 
manufactures,  from  the  immense  proportion  of 
foreign  goods  thrown  into  the  market,  ana  expressed 
his  conviction  thai  the  pa>sage  of  this  bill  would 
have  an  important  effect,  favorable  to  national  in- 
dustry, dec. 

Mr.  Fuller  was  opposed  to  a  reconsideration 
of  the  bill.  Although  he  had  not  spoken  on  either 
of  the  three  bills  which  had  been  before  this  House, 
he  had  always  avowed  a  strong  inclination  to  do 
something  that  would  promote  the  interest  of  the 
manufacturers  of  the  country.  Such,  he  was  of 
opinion,  would  be  the  effect  of  this  bill,  creating  a 
discrimination  in  their  favor,  in  the  competition 
with  foreign  goods,  the  sale  of  which  at  auction 
now^Us  the  market,  so  as  to  leave  no  room  for 
the  domestic  fabrics.  This  bill  proposed  to  give 
to  our  manufactures,  in  addition  to  the  advantage 
already  enjoyed,  a  bounty  of  five  per  cent,  in  com- 
petition With  the  foreign  fabrics  of  the  same  ma- 
terial and  quality— an  advantage  of  which  the 
friends  of  manufactures  ought  to  avail  themselves. 
There  would,  he  thought,  be  an  indiscretion  on 
the  part  of  their  friends  in  a  reconsideration  of  this 
bill,  and  refusing  to  lake  wtat  it  offered,  because 
they  could  not  get  all  they  wished.  If  this  bill 
did  not  diminish  the  sales  of  foreign  goods,  it  would 
serve  to  add,  in  no  inconsiderable  degree,  to  our 
revenue.  He  thought  it  would  be  wise  to  begin  a 
system  for  the  protection  of  manufactures,  with  a 
single  experiment  first.  The  passage  and  opera- 
tion of  this  bill  would  prepare  the  different  classes 
interested,  for  other  measures  of  the  same  character, 
should  others  be  deemed  expedient,  and  the  coun- 
try would  not  be  taken  unprepared,  by  having  the 


whole  mass  thrown  on  them  at  once.  He  wa»,  in 
every  view,  very  much  averse  to  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland  said,  that,  as  a  friend 
alike  to  the  three  great  interests  of  the  country  be 
should  vote  against  the  reconsideration  of  this  till. 
He  should,  he  said,  have  preferred  that  the  duty 
had  been  fixed  at  ten  per  cent,  on  sales  of  dry 
goods  ;  but  at  five  per  cent,  much  good  would  be 
effected  by  it.  Besides,  he  said,  it  is  not  the  whole- 
sale sales  of  foreign  goods  that  so  much  affect  our 
domestic  manufactures ;  and  on  sales  of  open  goods 
the  duty  is  ten  per  cent.  Domestic  manufactures 
could,  under  such  a  provision,  be  sent  to  auction 
without  charge,  whilst  foreign  goods  would  have 
to  pay  ten  per  cent.  Would  not  that  be  an  im- 
portant advantage  to  the  American  manufacturer? 
It  was  the  sales  at  vendue,  he  said,  that  distressed 
our  manufacturers,  by  obstructing  the  regular  sales 
of  their  goods.  If  the  foreign  gowls  imported  were, 
as  heretofore,  opened  in  the  diy  goods  stores,  and 
sold  out  there  to  customers,  our  manufactures  might 
come  into  competition  with  them ;  but  it  is  the 
recent  change  of  the  usual  habits  of  trade  that  op- 
presses our  manufactures  and  recommends  the 
passage  of  this  bill.  To  the  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try, this  bill  would  also  be  beneficial.  As  a  rev- 
enue bill,  its  passage  would  be  important :  the  pro- 
duct of  it  could  not  be  less  to  the  Treasury  than 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars  annually.  In  every 
point  of  view,  he  considered  this  bill  one  which 
It  was  important  to  pass.  A  little  experience  had 
taught  him  to  believe  that  this  bill  would  be  even 
more  important  as  an  encouragement  to  our  man- 
ufactures than  the  tariff  bill. 

Mr.  Johnson  said,  that,  in  his  vote  on  this  bill, 
he  should  endeavor  to  preserve  a  consistency  of 
character.    He  had  voted  against  the  famous  nar- 
igation  act  of  1818 ;  he  had  voted  against  the 
change  in  the  mode  of  disposing  of  the  public  lands, 
he  had  had  an  opportunity  of  voting  two  ways 
already  on  the  present  question,  and  he  should  vote 
tlie  third  time  precisely  in  coincidence  with  the 
votes  he  had  already  given.     He  inclined  to  think, 
he  said,  that  a  stranger  who  had  attended  the  dis- 
cussion this  morning  would  believe  that  there  were 
but  two  interests  in  the  country.     One  gentleman 
said  the  bill  would  benefit  the  merchant ;  another 
that  it  would  benefit  the  manufacturer.    This  was 
the  best  practical  comment  he  had  ever  witnessed 
on  the  old  doctrine  of  let  thUngs  alone.    Let  people 
manage  their  own  affairs,  said  Mr.  J. — give  no  en- 
couragement to  this,  that,  or  the  other  class.     The 
people  of  this  country  understand  their  own  inter- 
ests, and   will  pursue  them  to  advantage;  but, 
whenever  you  attempt  by  legislation  to  make  a 
favorite  class  by  taxing  other  classes,  you  interfere 
to  the  prejudice  of  those  classes,  &c.     Besides,  Mr. 
J.  was  opposed  to  the  passage  of  this  bill,  from  re- 
garding It  as  the  first  effort  to  introduce  a  system 
of  internal  taxation.     In  time  of  war,  he  said,  he 
bad  already  shown,  by  his  vote,  that  he  was  will- 
ing to  tax  every  thing ;  but,  in  time  of  peace,  he 
was  disposed  to  let  every  man  tax  himself  what 
he  pleased  by  his  consumption  of  articles  of  foreign 
growth  or  manufacture. 
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Mr.  Little,  as  friendly  to  manufactures  as  his 
friend  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Baldwin)  could 
be,  yet  differed  from  him  in  opinion  on  this  subject, 
bein^  decidedly  opposed   to  a  reconsideration  of 
tile  bill.     Mr.  L.  in  answer  to  a  remark  of  Mr. 
Rhea,  and  to  show  what  were  the  sentiments  of 
the  merchants  of  Baltimore  on  this  subject,  read 
an  extract  from  their  memorial  to  Congress,  ex- 
planatory of  the  operation  of  the  sales  at  auction 
of  foreign  goods,  as  destroying  the  business  of  the 
regular  merchant,  and  being  the  cause  of  a  areat 
©art  of  the  failures,  which  for  the  last  two  years 
hare  occurred  in  our  prim  ipal  towns,  and  as  serv- 
ing as  a  cover  for  the  vending  of  smuggled  goods 
&c.    If  the  interest  of  the  city  of  Baltimore  alone 
were  consulted  by  him  on  the  occasion,  he  said  he 
should  probably  vote  against  the  bill,  because  she 
derives  from  sales  at  auction  a  revenue  of  forty 
thousand  dollars  annually  ;  but,  believing  the  bill 
would  have  an  operation  advantageous  to  the  na- 
tion generally,  he  was  obliged  to  forego  the  con-  j 
sideration  of  the  immediate  advantages  of  that  1 
duty  to  the  city  of  Baltimore. 

Mr.  R.  MooRE  made  some  observations  in  favor 
of  the  reconsideration.    He  said  he  had  been  in  I 
favor  of  the  system  reported  by  the  Committee  ! 
ot  Manufactures,  consisting  of  three  parts.     Two 
out  of  the  three  having  been  lost,  one  in  this  House, 
and  the  other  in  the  Senate,  he  was  opposed  to  re- 
taining the  third.     In  this  course,  he  was  governed 
by  the  law  of  circumstances.     He  could  not  con- 
sent that  two  or  three  States  in  the  Confederation 
should  be  deprived  of  an  important  branch  of  their 
revenue,  derived  from  sales  at  auction,  when  no 
important  national  object  was  to  be  accomplished 
♦Y  *i'  II    r  '°°"^  manufactures,  he  did  not  consider 
tde  bill  ot  any  essential  importance.     As  a  measure 
of  revenue,  its  operation  would  be  partial,  and 
would  be  m  fact  to  divert  the  revenue  from  the 
treasuries  of  two  or  three  only  of  the  whole  num- 
ber of  States,  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 
Mr.  M.  extended  his  remarks  to  a  greater  length 
than  they  are  reported,  but  to  the  effect  above 
stated. 

Mr.  Baldwin  repeated,  what  he  said  he  had 
before  stated,  that  the  bill,  as  it  originally  stood, 
had  not  been  supported  by  him  as  proposing  a  pro^ 
hibitory  duty  on  auction  sales;  but  because  he  did 
not  believe  that  1^  than  ten  per  cent,  would  place 
the  American  and  foreign  merchants  on  an  equal 
footing  in  the  market.     With  regard  to  this  bill, 
It. was  now  one  thing,  and,  when  it  proposed  a 
duty  of  ten  per  cent.,  it  was  a  different  thing.    He 
J    begged  the  House  to  consider  that  the  bill  was  now 
no  longer  the  work  of  the  Committee  of  Manu- 
factures.    In  the  minds  of  some  gentlemen,  how- 
ever, ,t  was,  in  Its  present  shape,  to  protect  manu- 
factures as  well  as  to  aid  the  revenue.     Gentle- 
men who  had  uniformly  voted  against  the  tariff, 
and  some  of  whom  had  voted  against  this  bill  as 
It  was  reported  by  the  committee,  could  now  dis- 
cover great  beauty  in  it.    It  would  help  the  revenue 
tnev  knew;  it  would  help  commerce,  they  knew  • 
!I^.  i^J^^!'*'*  ^'^'P  manufactures,  too,  if  the  House 
could  but  be  persuaded  by  them  to  believe  it.    Gen- 
nemen  who  had  voted  against  the  whole  system 
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reported  by  the  committee ;  who  said  that  no  fur- 
I  ther  protection  was  wanted  for  manufactures,  now 

that  the  bill  was  so  changed  as  to  be  inefficient 
j  for  Its  intended  purpose,  and  partial  in  every  other 

view— now  that  it  was  suited  to  tide-water  only 
j  were  warmly  in  favor  of  it,  as  being  more  import- 
j  ant  than  all  the  rest  of  the  system  reported,  and 

now  rejected.  He  wondered  gentlemen  had  not 
I  thought  of  this  when  the  cash  duty  bill  was  under 

consideration  ;  but  gentlemen  were  unwilling  to 
I  touch  that  system— not  the  old  system  of  1799 

but  the  venerable  system  of  1818— it  was  too  holy 
,  to  be  touched,  though  affording,  in  its  operation  a 
I  bounty  to  the  foreign  merchant  of  six  per  cent 

I       "j  F^^^  ^^""^  ^*^'^  ^'^^  *o  Pa^^s,  it  had  been  con- 
I  tended  by  a  gentleman  of  experience,  (Mr.  Sils- 
j  BEE,)  that  it  would  be  constantly  evaded  ;  and  yet 
i  this  wa.s  the  bill  which  every  one  was  to  be  satis- 
fied with  as  a  protection  to  manufactures.     This 
bill,  he  said,  as  it  now  stood,  if  executed,  would 
serve  two  purposes,  but  not  the  third  and  ostensi- 
ble purpose.     For  that  object,  to  pass  it  would  be 
giving  nothing;  it  would  be  giving  worse  than 
nothing,  pretending  to  give  something  in  form,  but 
giving  nothing  in  substance. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  said  this  subject  had 
been  some  time  before  the  House,  and  discussed  at 
laree ;  and  he  hoped  that  the  decision  then  made 
in  favor  of  the  bill  would  not  be  hastily  reversed 
He  had  been  m  favor  of  the  duty  often  per  cent 
but  the  House  did  not  think  proper  to  adopt  it,  and 
the  friends  of  the  bill,  to  insure  its  passage  had 
agreed  to  a  less  rate.     The  object  of^  the  bill,  as 
It  now  stood,  was,  to  bring  revenue  into  the  Treas- 
ury and  to  aid  domestic  industry.   Its  object  then 
was  precisely  that  of  the  tariff,  and  these  two  bills 
were  correspondent  and  not  dependent  on  each 
other.     The   rejection    of  the   tariff  bill    by   the 
benate,  was  no  reason  why  the  friends  of  manu- 
factures in  this  House  should  reject  this  bill.     It 
IS  no  reason  to  say,  because  you  cannot  get  the 
whole,  you  will  have  nothing.     The  Senate,  it  is 
said,  have  inflicted  a  blow  on  the  manufacturing 
interest  of  the  country.   Be  it  so.   But  it  is  a  strong 
reason  fbr  refusing  to  reconsider  this  bill  that  the 
other  bill  has  been  rejected  by  the  Senate.     If  this 
bill  had  passed  with  the  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  he 
believed  it  would  have  been  more  valuable  to  the 
manufacturing  interest  than  the  tariff  bill,  and  at 
five  per  cent,  he  considered  it  as  of  great  import- 
ance to  that  interest.     It  was  now  said,  that  this 
bill  would  be  partial  in  its  operation.     So  far  as 
that  argument  would  apply,  it  would  -be  to  the 
operation  of  the  bill  on  our  commercial  cities.     If 
the  duties  had  remained  at  ten  per  cent.,  it  would 
certainly  have  affected  them  more  than  it  would 
as  It  now  stood,  at  five  per  cent.     But,  he  said,  in 
the  very  States  in  which   the  bill  would  operate 
most,   the  manufacturing  interest  is  a  powerful 
one,  and  there  is  a  strong  bias  in  its  favor.    Mr. 
McLane  concluded,  by  repeating,  that  the  obliga- 
tion to  pass  this  bill  was  now  greater  than  it  was 
before  the  other  was  rejected  ;  and  by  expressing 
his  earnest  wish  that  the  motion  for  reconsidera- 
tion might  not  prevail. 
The  question  was  then  taken  on  reconsidera- 
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tion  of  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  laying  duties  on 
sales  at  auction  was  passed,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  86,  nays  65,  as  follows  : 

YiAS — MeMfs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  New 
York,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Vir- 
ginia, Baker,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Boden, 
Brevard,  Burton,  Burweil,  Butler  of  Louiaiana,  Clark, 
Cook,  Culpeper,  Darlington,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dick- 
inson, Dowse,  Eddy.  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Ed- 
wards of  North  Carolina,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Ford,  Fuller- 
ton,  Gross  of  New  York.  Gross  of  Pennsylvania, 
Hackley.  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  North  Carolina, 
Hardin,  Hazard,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibshman,  Heis- 
ter,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Hostetter,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Vir- 
ginia, Kendall,  Livermore,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maclay, 
McCoy,  Marcband,  Mercer,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore, 
Neale,  Nelson  of  Massacbasetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
Overstreet,  Patterson,  Pfailson,  Pinckney,  Pindall, 
Pitcher,  Rhea,  Richmond,  Ringgold,  Rogers,  Settle, 
Shaw,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Smith  of  North  Carolina, 
Stevens,  Strong  of  New  York,  Swearingen,  Tarr, 
Taylor,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Wallace,  Warfield,  and  Williams  of  North 
Carolina. 

Nits — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Bate- 
man,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Brown,  Brush,  BufTum, 
Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Case, 
Clagett,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Culbrcth, 
Cusbman,  Earle,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Folger, 
Foot,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Guyon,  Hill,  Jones  of  Tennes- 
see, Kent,  Kinsley,  Little,  Linn,  McCreary,  McLane 
of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Meigs, 
Metcalf,  Morton,  Murray,  Newton,  Parker  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Parker  of  Virginia,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Rich, 
Robertson.  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Smith  ot 
New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard,  Storrs, 
Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Terrell,  Tomlinson,  Tomp- 
kins, Trimble,  Wendover,  Whitman,  Williams  of  Vir-  j 
ginia,  and  Wood.  ; 

Mr.  Balhwin  then  moved  that  the  bill  be  post-  j 
poned  until  the  next  session  of  Congress.  And  ' 
the  question  was  taken  without  further  debate,  and  i 
decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  88,  nays  62,  as  ! 
follows :  i 

YxAs— Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen  of  New  York, 
Anderson,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Ball, 
Barbour,  Bayly,  Boden,  Brevard,  Bryan,  Bafflim, 
Burton,  Burweil,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon,  Clark, 
Cook,  Calpeper,  Darlington,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dick- 
inson, Dowse,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Ed- 
wards of  North  CaroUna,  Fiaher,  Floyd,  Ford,  Fuller- 
tan,  Garnett,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsyl- 
vania,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  North 
Carolina,  Hardin,  Hazard,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibah- 
man,  Heister,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Hostetter,  Johnson, 
Jones  of  Virginia,  Kendall,  Kent,  Livermore,  Lowndes, 
Lyman,  Maclay,  McCoy,  Marchand,  Mason,  Mercer, 
R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts, 
Nelson  of  Virginia,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Virginia, 
Patterson,  Philson,  Pinckney,  Pindall,  Pitcher,  Rich- 
mond, Rogers,  Settle,  Shaw,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Stevens,  Strong  of  New  York.  Swear- 
ingen, Tarr,  Taylor,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Walker,  Warfield,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer 
of  Maryland,  Bateman,  Bloomfield,  Brown,  Brush, 
BaUer  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Case,  Clagett, 
Cocke,  CraiU,  Crawford,  Culbrelh,  Cuahman,  Earle, 


Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Folger,  Foot,  Forreat,  Ful- 
ler, Guyon,  HUl,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kinsley,  Little, 
Lmn,  McCreary,  McLane  of  DeUware,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Mallary,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  Morton,  Murray, 
Newton,  Parker  of  MassachusetU,  Rankin,  Rhea, 
Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson, 
Sawyer,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Msryland, 
Southard,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Terrell, 
Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Wendover,  Whitman,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and 
Wood. 

So  the  bill  was  postponed  to  the  next  session  of 
Congress. 

SENATE  BILLS,  &c. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  moved  that  the  House 
do  now  proceed  to  consider  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  officers 
and  volunteers  engaged  in  the  late  campaign 
against  the  Seminole  Indians;"  which  motion  was 
rejected  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Pinckney  moved  the  following  amendment 
to  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  to  wit : 

Retolved,  That,  in  future,  a  bill  that  has  passed  and 
become  a  law  shall  not  b«  carried  to  the  Senate  for 
two  hours  afler  the  reading  of  the  Journal  the  next 
day,  except  in  the  two  last  days  of  the  session. 

The  amendment  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  in- 
corporate the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Washing? 
ton,  and  to  repeal  all  acts  heretofore  passed  for  that 
purpose,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  as 
amended. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  first  amendment, 
and  agree  to  the  second  and  third  amendments 
proposed  by  this  House  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  clothing  the  Army  of  the  United 
States  in  domestic  manufactures,  and  for  other 
purposes."  They  have  passed  bills  of  this  House 
of  the  fdllowing  titles,  to  wit:  An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thomas  C.  Withers;  and  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Daniel  Bickley,  and  Catharine  Clajk, 
administratrix  of  John  Clark,  deceased,  with  an 
amendment  to  each. 

They  have  also  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit:  An  act  to  authorize  the  appointment 
of  commissioners  to  lay  out  the  road  therein  men- 
tioned ;  and  An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Lean- 
der  Cathcart;  in  which  amendments,  and  the  two 
last  mentioned  bills,  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Comrnittee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Smith,  of  North 
Carolina,  in  the  chair,)  on  the  Loan  bill.  Mr. 
Trimble's  proposition  to  strike  out  the  words  two 
millions,  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Storrs  rose  in  support  of  the  amendment, 
and  entered  into  an  argument  to  show  that  the 
Sinking  Fund  was  solemnly  pledged  to  the  re- 
demption of  the  public  debt,  and  that  this  fund 
could  not  be  touched  or  diverted  from  its  original 
purpose  without  violating  the  public  faith;  he 
spoke,  also,  in  favor  of  filling  the  blank  with  five 
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millions,  and  thus  providing  resources  for  any  un- 
foreseen contingency  which  might  occur. 

Mr.  Barbour  made  some  additional  remarks  to 
fortify  the  opinion  which  he  had  yesterday  ad- 
ranced,  that  it  was  entirely  within  tne  just  power 
of  Congress,  without  impinging  at  all  on  the  pub- 
lic faith,  to  apply  the  surplus  ot  the  Sinking  Fund 
to  the  public  current  exigencies,  and  that  it  was 
expedient  to  make  such  an  application  of  the  sur- 
plus to  supply  the  existing  dehcit  in  the  Treasury 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Speaker  Clay  took  the  converse  of  Mr. 
Barbour's  position,  and  maintained  the  propriety 
of  adhering  inviolably  to  the  system  adopted  in 
1816  for  redeeming  the  public  debt;  and,  conse- 
quently, the  inexpediency  of  touching  the  surplus 
of  the  Sinking  Fund — a  fund  which  he  consid- 
ered as  forming  one  of  the  most  essential  features 
in  the  permanent  systems  of  the  Government,  and 
which  should  not  be  made  subservient  to  tempo- 
rary causes  or  incidental  pressure  on  the  Treasury. 
He  remarked  at  some  length  on  the  present  exigen- 
cies, and  the  probable  condition  ol  the  Treasury 
for  the  future;   believing  that  the  deficit  would 
greatly  exceed  the  amount  estimated  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  that  the  revenue 
from  the  public  lands  was  much  overrated,  he  re- 
gretted that  some  permanent  practical  system  had 
not  been  proposed  by  the  committee  instead  of  j 
the  inefficient  system  of  loans  to  which  he  was 
opposed. 

Mr.  Barbour  made  some  remarks  in  reply,  and 
Mr.  Clay  rejoined. 

Mr.  Fuller  made  some  remarks  on  the  nature 
of  pledges,  from  which,  and  from  a  reference  to 
the  laws  providing  the  Sinking  Fund,  he  deduced 
the  opinion  that  the  only  point  to  which  the  faith 
of  the  nation  was  pledged  was  to  provide  sufficient 
funds  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt  as  it  should 
become  due,  and  that  it  was  no  violation  of  that 
faith  to  use,  in  the  meantime,  for  another  purpose, 
the  money  set  apart  for  that  object,  so  that  the  debt 
was  faithfully  met  when  the  day  of  payment  should 
arrive. 

Mr.  LowNOES  concurred  entirely  in  all  that  had 
been  said  concerning  the  necessity  of  observing  the 
public  faith,  in  paying  either  the  interest  or  the 
principal  of  a  debt  when  it  becomes  due.  The 
only  Dledge  other  than  this  was,  that  ten  millions 
of  dollars  should  be  provided  annually,  above  the 
expenditure ;  but,  if  the  unemployed  portion  of  this 
fund  be  allowed  to  lie  in  the  hands  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  to  borrow  for  the 
public  exigencies  would  be  adding  to  the  exoendi- 
ture  without  increasing  the  income,  &c.  lie  was 
averse  to  borowing  money  merely  to  purchase  up 
stock,  and  argued  at  some  length  to  show  that  the 
public  faith  was  merely  pledged  that  there  should 
be  so  much  of  the  public  debt  annually  paid,  if  to 
be  bought— not  that  the  machinery  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  should  be  kept  up ;  that  there  was  no 
impropriety,  and  that  it  would  be  expedient,  to 
make  use  of  the  surplus  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  now 
lying  inactive.  He  thought  it  would  be  improper 
to  a<JoDt  any  permanent  system  of  revenue  other 
than  the  existing  one,  in  the  present  exigency; 


because  no  one  could  foresee  what  would  be  the 
amount  of  income  from  the  ordinary  sources  next 
year.  It  was  proper  to  see  what  would  probably 
be  the  permanent  condition  of  the  pecuniary  re- 
sources of  the  nation  before  a  permanent  system 
should  be  adopted  to  meet  it,  &c. 

Mr.  Clay  again  spoke  in  support  of  a  steady 
and  inviolable  adherence  to  the  system  provided 
in  1816  for  the  gradual  redemption  of  the  public 
debt— arguing  that  it  was  this  course  of  policy 
which  had  given  such  advantage  to  England  as  to 
enable  her  to  contend  with  and  almost  conquer 
Europe;  and  that  a  strict  observance  of  it  by  this 
Government  was  necessary  to  preserve  the  public 
credit  unimpaired,  and  give  confidence  in  the  good 
faith  of  the  Government,  &c. 

Mr.  S.MiTH,  of  Maryland,  entered  into  an  elab- 
orate defence  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  the  course  recommended 
by  them. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out  the 
word  tito,  and  carried. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
with  three  millions. 

Mr.  Trimble  moved yir<  millions.    :  •>  '<[  .(j,.^ 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  two 
million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  motion  for^w  millions  being  first  tried,  was 
negatived ;  and  the  motion  to  fill  the  blank  with 
three  millions  was  agreed  to — ayes  65,  noes  50. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  blank 
left  to  fix  the  rate  of  interest  to  be  given  for  the 
loan  was  filled  up  with^Cr^  ^-  ctiU. 

Mr.  Lownoes  moved  an  amendment,  having  for 
its  object  to  make  the  loan  reimbursable  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Government,  instead  of  after  the 
1st  of  January  1S32,  and  paying  an  interest  in  the 
meantime  of  six  per  cent.;  conceiving  it  improper 
that,  because  at  a  moment  of  pressure  the  Govern- 
ment was  obliged  to  contract  a  debt,  it  should,  in 
case  of  more  prosperous  circumstances,  not  have 
the  faculty  of  paying  it  ofi. 

Considerable  debate  took  place  on  this  motion, 
chiefly  on  the  probable  revenue  in  years  to  come, 
and  the  ability  of  the  Government  to  pay  this  loan 
— in  which  Messrs.  Lowndes,  Clay,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  and  Fuller,  took  sides.  The  motion 
to  amend  the  bill  was  negatived — ayes  30. 

Mr.  Baldwin  moved  to  insert  a  clause  to  author- 
ize the  sale  from  time  to  time  of  so  much  of  the 
stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  owned  by 
the  United  Slates,  as  may  be  necessary  to  meet  the 
expenses  of  Government  for  the  coming  year. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Baldwin, 
and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Clay,  and  Smith 
of  Maryland.  The  amendment  was  n«ratived-- 
ayes  10.  .  ^ 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  resolution  which  was  referred  to  it, 
calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pre- 
pare and  lay  before  Congress,  at  its  next  session,  a 
system  of  internal  revenue. 

Mr.  Clay  hoped  the  Committee  would  reject 
this  resolution.  The  Executive,  he  said,  had  the 
power  of  the  veto,  and  he  thought  it  would  be 
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going  too  far  to  give  to  it  also  the  power  of  origi- 
nating measures. 

The  resolution  was  rejected  by  the  Committee 
without  a  division.     And  the  Committee  then  rose 
and  reported  their  proceedings  to  the  House;  and 
the  House  adjourned.  .  ,  , 


*.*•' 


Saturday,  May  6. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Laud  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  revive  the  powers 
of  the  commissioners  for  ascertaining  and  deciding 
on  claims  to  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  and  for 
settling  the  claims  to  lands  at  Green  Bay  and  Prai- 
rie des  Chiens,  in  the  Territory  of  Micnigan,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment;  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  made  an  unfavorable  report 
on  the  petition  of  William  Bayard,  and  others,  of 
New  York,  owners  of  United  States  three  per 
cent,  stocks,  by  David  Ogden.  their  attorney; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal  certain  parts 
of  "An  act  to  authorize  the  President  and  \^na- 
gers  of  the  Washington  Turnpike  Road  Company, 
of  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  extend  and  make  their 
turnpike  road  to  or  from  Georgetown,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  through  the  said  District,  to  the 
line  thereof;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  James  Leander  Cathcart,"  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  lay 
out  the  road  therein  mentioned,"  was  read  twice,  i 
and   referred   to   the  Committee  on  Roads  and  I 
Canals.  i 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  I 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Bick- 
lev,  and  Catharine  Clark,  administratrix  of  John 

m  J'  ^^«»sed,"  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  C. 
Withers,"  was  also  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  House  took  up  for  consideration  the  mes- 
sajge  of  the  Senate,  disagreeing  to  the  amendment 
of  this  House  to  the  bill  providing  for  clothing  the 
Army  of  the  United  States  in  domestic  manufac- 
tures. [This  amendment  provides  that  the  differ- 
ence in  price  between  the  domestic  material  and 
the  for«gn  material  of  the  same  quality,  contract- 
ed for  or  purchased  for  Army  clothing,  shall  not 
exceed  five  per  centum.] 

Mr.  McLean  moved  that  the  House  do  insist  on 
Its  amendment ;  and  this  motion  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative — 64  votes  to  47. 

The  House  then  resolved  itsdf  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  annual  bill  for  altering 
and  establishing  certain  post  offices  and  post  roads; 
and  considerable  discussion  took  place  on  the 
amendments  proposed,  some  of  whicn  were  agreed 
to,  and  some  rejected. 


The  bill  was  at  length  cone  through ;  and  bar- 
ing been  reported  to  the  House,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

LOAN  BILL. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  Loan  Bill  was  first  in  the  orders  of  the  day  • 
and,  being  taken  up,  ' 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  uble; 
and  assigned,  as  a  reason  therefor,  the  present  un- 
settled state  of  certain  matters  which  might  or 
might  not  affect  the  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  render  necessary  a  loan  of  a  different 
amount  from  that  proposed.  He  added,  that  there 
was  no  occasion  for  haste  in  passing  the  bill,  theie 
being  time  enough  remaining  to  act  on  it  after 
this  day. 

This  motion  was  carried  by  a  very  small  major- 
ity, and  the  bill  lies  on  the  table. 


Monday,  May  8. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
praying  for  a  grant  of  a  small  tract  of  land,  for  the 
use  of  the  inhabitants  of  Point  Coupee ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SiLSBEE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, made  unfavorable  reports  on  the  petitions  of 
Thomas  C.  Robertson  and  Thomas  Shields,  for 
stores  lost  in  gunboats;  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 
Portland,  in  the  District  of  Maine,  and  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Savannah,  in  the  State 
of  Greorgia,  on  the  subject  of  marine  hospitals  j 
which  reports  were  severally  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  enclosing  a 
letter  from  the  collector  of  the  customs  for  the  port 
of  New  Orleans,  containing  the  information  that 
the  agenC  of  the  contractor  for  building  the  light- 
house on  Frank's  island,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Mississippi,  has  abandoned  the  undertaking,  ac- 
companied with  a  report  on  the  state  of  the  build- 
ing, and  an  estimate  of  certain  extra  work  done  by 
the  contractor,  &c.;  which  letter  and  accompany- 
ing documents  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee,  appointed  on  the 
24th  of  February  last,  to  inquire  mto  the  circum- 
stances under  which  powder  and  lead  hare  been 
loaned  by  the  War  Department,  or  by  any  of 
the  officers  of  the  United  States  Army,  to  certain 
individuals,  be  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  subject;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  For- 
rest, the  following  preamble  and  resolution  were 
agreed  to  by  the  Hou.se,  riz : 

Whereu  it  appears,  by  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  dated  the  12th  of  February,  1820,  made  in  por- 
saance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Hoase  of  Repreaentativea, 
that  large  loans  of  powder  and  lead,  munitions  of  the 
United  States,  were  made  to  prirate  citizens  by  the 
Ordnance  department;  Therefore, 

Rt$ohed,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire,  and  report  to  this  House,  by  whom  the  said 
loans  were  made,  and  by  what  authority;  why  the 
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same  wm  not  reclaimed  at  the  expiration  of  the  loan ; 
what  time  the  said  loans  were  reported  to  the  head  of 
department;  and,  if  a  loss  should  be  sustained,  how 
far,  and  to  whom  is  the  responsibility  attached  for  such 
loss  ?  and  further,  to  report  the  proper  mode  of  pro* 
ceeding  forthwith  against  such  delinquent  or  delin- 
quents, for  the  recovery  of  the  same. 

Messrs.  Forrest,  Cocke,  and  McLane,  of 
Delaware,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain 
post  roads,  was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  Senate  for  concurrence.  , 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  reviving  the  pow- 1 
ers  of  the  Land  Commissioners  for  the  District  of  i 
Detroit,  <&c.,  was  read  a  third  lime,  passed,  and  i 
returned  to  the  Senate.  ,-•  .     .  :  • 


REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Pindall,  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  report  a  bill  for 
suspending  the  operation  of  the  act,  which  has 
passed  at  the  present  session,  amending  the  Revo- 
lutionary pension  law,  until  the  Istday  of  January 
next. 

Mr.  P.  assigned  as  a  reason  for  this  motion, 
that,  when  the  next  semi-annual  payment  became 
due,  Congress  would  not  be  in  session,  and  that, 
in  consequence  of  the  new  provisions  annexed  to 
the  reception  of  the  pension,  and  the  want  of 
friends  or  agents  at  the  Seat  of  Grovernment  in 
the  recess,  many  of  the  meritorious  pensioners 
would  be  obliged  to  relinquish  their  pensions,  &c. 
The  suspension  of  the  operation  of  the  act  would 
besides  allow  an  opportunity  for  examining  whe- 
ther it  might  not  be  advantageously  modified  or 
amended,  before  it  went  into  execution. 

On  the  question  now  to  proceed  to  the  consid- 
eration of  Mr.  P.'s  proposition,  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative.      .      i     .dt        v^rfio     - 

COLONIZATION— SLAVE  TRADE. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  committee  on  the  subject 
of  the  slave  trade,  to  whom  was  referred  the  me- 
morial of  the  President  and  Managers  of  the  Amer- 
ican Society  for  colonizing  the  free  people  of  color 
of  the  United  State!»,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which 
was  committed  to  the  Conunittee  of  the  Whole  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  continue  in  force  'An  act  to  pro- 
tect the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  pun- 
ish the  crime  of  piracy  ;  and  also  to  make  further 
provision  for  punishing  the  crime  of  piracy."' 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  the  Slave  Trade,  to  w^iom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  the  President  and  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  American  Society  for  colonizing  the 
free  people  of  color  of  the  United  Sutes  have,  accord- 
ing to  order,  had  under  consideration  the  several  sub- 
jects therein  embraced,  and  report  : 

That  the  American  Society  was  instituted  in  the 
City  of  Washington,  on  the  28lh  of  December,  1816, 
for  the  benevolent  purpose  of  affording  to  the  free  peo- 
ple of  color  of  the  United  States  the  means  of  esUb- 
Ushing  one  or  more  independent  colonics  on  the  west- 
em  coast  of  Africa.  After  ascertaining,  by  a  mission 
to  Uiat  continent  and  other  preliminary  inquiries,  that 
their  object  is  practicable,  the  society  request  of  the 


Congress  of  the  United  States  a  charter  of  incorpora- 
tion, and  such  other  legislative  aid  as  their  enterprise 

'  may  be  thought  to  merit  and  require. 

The  memorialists  suticipate  from  its  success  conse- 
quences the  mopt  beneficial  to  the  free  people  of  color 

j  themselves ;  to  the  several  States  in  which  they   at 

I  present  reside;  and  to  that  continent  which  is  to  be 
the  seat  of  their  future  establishment.  Passing  by  the 
foundation  of  these  anticipatioBs,  which  will  be  seen 

'  in  the  annual  reports  of  the  society  and  their  former 
memorials,  the  attention  of  the  committee  has  been 
particularly  drawn  to  the  connexion  which  the  memo- 
rialists have  traced  between  their  purpose  and  the  pol- 
icy of  the  recent  act  of  Congress  for  the  more  efifectual 
abolition  of  the  African  slave  trade. 

Experience  has  demonstrated  that  this  detestable 
traflic  can  be  no  where  so  successfully  assailed  as  on 
the  coast  upon  which  it  originates.     Not  only  does 
the  collection  and  embarcation  of  its  unnatural  car- 
goes consume  more  time  than  the'ir  subsequent  distri- 
bnlioD  and  sale  in  the  market  for  which  they  are  des- 
tined, but  the  African  coast,  frequented  by  the  slave 
ships,  is  indented  with  so  few  commodious  or  acceaai- 
ble  harbors  that,    notwithstanding  its  great  extent,  it 
could  be  guarded  by  the  vigilance  of  a  few  active  cruis- 
ers.    If  to  these  be  added  colonies  of  civilized  blacks, 
planted  in  commanding  situations  along  that  coast,  no 
slave  ship  could   possibly  escape  detection  ;  and  Uius 
the  security,  as  well  as  the  enhanced  profit  which  now 
cherish  this  illicit  tmde,  would  be  effectually  counter- 
acted.    Such  colonies,  by  diffusing  a  taste  for  legiti- 
mate commerce  among  the  native  tribes  of  that  firuitful 
continent,  would   gradually  destroy  among  them  also 
the  only  incentive  of  a  traffic  which  has  hitherto  ren- 
dered all  African  labor  insecure,  and  spread  desola- 
tion over  one  of  the  most  beautiful  regions  of  the 
globe.     The  colonies,  and  the  armed  vessels  employed 
in  watching  the  African  coast,  while  they  co-operated 
alike  in  the  cause  of  humanity,  would  afford  to  each 
other  mutual  succor. 

There  is  a  single  consideration,  however,  added  to 
the  preceding  view  of  this  subject,  which  appeara  to 
your  committee,  of  itself,  conclusive  of  the  tendency 
of  the  views  of  the  memorialists  to  further  the  opera- 
tion of  the  act  of  the  M  of  March,  1818.    T^at  act  not 
only  revokes  the  authority  antecedently  given  to  the 
several  State  and  Territorial  governments  to  dispose, 
as  they  pleased,  of  those  African  captives  who  might 
be  liberated  by  the  tribunals  of  the  United  States,  but 
authorizes  and  requires  the  President  to  restore  them 
to  their  native  country.    The  unavoidable  consequence 
of  this  just  and  humane  provision  is,  to  require  some 
preparation  to  be  made  for  their  temporary  succor,  on 
being  relanded  upon  the  African  shore.    And  no  pre- 
paration can  prove  so  congenial  to  its  own  object,  or  so 
economical,  as  regards  the  Government  charged  with 
this  charitable  duty,  as  that  which  would  be  found  in 
a  colony  of  the  free  people  of  color  of  the  United  States. 
Sustained  by  the  recommendations  of  numerous  soci- 
eties in  every  part  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  the  ap- 
proving voice  of  the  Legislative  Assemblies  of  several 
States,  without  inquiring  into  any  other  tendency  of 
the  object  of  the  memorialists,  your  committee  do  not 
hesitate  to  pronounce  it  deserving  of  the  countenance 
and  support  of  the  General  Government.     The  extent 
to  which  these  shall  be  carried  is  a  question  not  so  ea- 
sily determined. 

The  raemorialists  do  not  ask  the  Government  to  as- 
sume the  jurisdiction  of  the  territory,  or  to  become,  ia 
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any  degree  whatever,  responsible  for  the  future  safety 
or  tranquillity  of  the  contemplated  colony.  They  have 
prudently  thought  that  its  external  peace  and  aecurity 
would  be  raoul  effectually  guarded  by  an  appeal  in  its 
behalf,  to  the  philanthropy  of  the  civilized  world,  and 
to  that  sentiment  nf  retributive  justice  with  which 
all  Christendom  is  at  present  animated  towards  a  much 
injured  continent. 

Of  the  Constitutional  power  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment to  grant  the  limited  aid  contemplated  by  the  ac- 
companying bill  and  resolution?,  your  committee  pre- 
sume  there  can  exist  no  shadow  of  doubt ;  and  thty 
leave  it  to  a  period  of  greater  national  prosperity  to 
determine  how  far  the  authority  of  Congress,  the  re- 
sources of  the  National  Government,  and  the  welfare 
and  happiness  of  the  United  States,  will  warrant,  or 
require  its  extension. 

Your  committee  are  solemnly  enjoined  bv  the  pe- 
culiar object  of  their  trust,  and  invited  by  the  sugges- 
tions of  the  memenalist*,  to  inquire  into  the  defects  of 
the  existing  laws  against  the  African  slave  trade.  So 
long  as  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  United  States  to  pro- 
vide additional  restraints  upon  this  odious  tralfic,  they 
cannot  be  withheld,  consistently  witii  justice  and  the 
honor  of  the  nation. 

Congress  have  heretofore  marked,  with  decided  rep- 
robation, the  authors  and  abettors  of  this  iniquitous 
commerce,  in  every  form  which  it  assumes ;  from  the 
inception  of  iu  unrighteous  purpose  in  America, 
through  all  the  subsequent  stages  of  iu  progress,  to  iU 
final  consummation ;  the  outward  voyage,  the  cruel 
seiiore  and  forcible  abduction  of  the  unfortunate  Afri- 
can from  his  native  home,  and  the  fraudulent  transfer 
of  the  property  thus  acquired.  It  may,  however,  be 
questioned,  if  a  proper  discrimination  of  their  relative 
guilt  has  entered  into  the  measure  of  punishment  an- 
nexed to  these  criminal  acts. 

Yoar  committee  cannot  perceive  wherein  the  offence 
of  kidnapping  an  unoffending  inhabitant  of  a  foreign 
country  ;  of  chaining  him  down  for  a  series  of  days, 
weeks,  and  months,  amidst  the  dying  and  the  dead,  to 
the  pestilential  hold  of  a  slaveship  ;  of  consigning  him, 
if  he  chance  to  live  out  the  voyage,  to  perpetual 
slavery,  in  a  remote  and  unknown  land,  differs  in  ma- 
lignity from  piracy,  or  why  a  milder  punishment  should 
follow  the  one,  than  the  other  crime. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  purchase  of  the  unfortunate 
African,  after  his  enlargement  from  the  floating  dun- 
geon which  wafu  him  to  the  foreign  market,  however 
crunmal  in  itself,  and  yet  more  in  its  tendency  to  en- 
courage this  abominable  traffic,  yields  in  atrocity  to  the 
violent  seizure  of  his  person,  his  sudden  and  unpre- 
pared separation  from  his  familv,  his  kindred,  his 
fhends,  and  his  country,  followed  'by  all  the  horrors  of 
the  middle  passage.  Are  there  not  united  in  this 
offence  all  that  is  most  iniquitous  in  theft,  most  daring 
in  robbery,  and  cruel  in  murder  T  Its  consequence  to 
the  victim,  if  he  survives ;  to  the  country  which  re- 
ceives him  ;  and  to  that  from  which  he  is  torn,  are 
alike  disastrous.  If  the  internal  wars  of  Africa,  and 
their  desolating  effect,  may  be  imputed  to  the  slave 
trade,  and  that  the  greater  part  of  them  must,  cannot 
now  be  questioned,  this  crime,  considered  in  iu  re- 
mote, as  well  as  iu  proximate  consequences,  is  the 
very  darkeat  in  the  whole  catalogue  of  human  iniqui- 
ties; and  iu  authors  should  be  regarded  as  /w*ie*  hu- 
Bumi  generis. 

In  proposing  to  the  House  of  RepresenUtives  to 
aake  such  part  of  this  offence  as  occurs  upon  the 
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ocean,  piracy,  your  committee  are  animator,  not  W 
the  desire  of  manifesting  to  the  world  the  horror  wiS 
which  It  IS  viewed  by  the  American  people;  but,  b* 
the  confident  eipecUtion  of  promising,  by  this  eiaZ 
pie.  IU  more  certain  punishment  by  all  nations.  %U> 
lU  absolute  and  final  extinction. 

May  it  not  be  believed,  that  when  the  whole  civUised 
world  shall  have  denounced  the  slave  trade  as  mtmew 
it  wUl  become  as  unfrequent  as  any  other  species  of 
that  offence  against  the  law  of  nations  ?  Is  it  uniaa- 
sonable  to  suppose,  that  negotiation  will,  with  greater 
facihty,  introduce  into  that  law  such  a  provision  as  is 
here  proposed,  when  it  shall  have  been  already  inco^ 
porated  ui  the  separate  code  of  each  State  ? 

The  maritime  Powers  of  the  Chrutian  woHd  have, 
at  length,  concurred  in  pronouncing  sentence  of  oa»- 
demnauon  against  this  traffic  The  United  Statan 
having  led  the  way  in  forming  this  decree,  owe  it  to 
themselves  not  to  follow  the  rest  of  mankind  in  pi». 
moting  iu  vigorous  execution.  ^^ 

If  it  should  be  objected  that  the  legislation  of  Con- 
gress would  be  partial,  and  iu  benc&U,  for  a  timo  «t 
least,  local  it  may  be  replied,  that  the  Constitutional 
P<>*"  o/  ^«  Covernment  has  already  been  exetcimi 
in  defining  the  crime  of  piracy,  in  accordance  wiik 
similsr  analogies,  to  that  which  the  committee  htm 
sought  to  trace  between  this  general  offence  acaiaaC; 
the  peace  of  nations  and  the  slave  trade. 

In  many  of  the  foreign  treaties,  as  well  as  in  th» 
lawa.of  the  United  States,  examples  are  U>  be  found, 
of  piracies,  which  are  not  cognizable,  as  such,  by  the 
tribunals  of  all  nations.  Such  is  the  unavoidable  con- 
sequence of  any  exercise  of  the  authority  of  Congress, 
to  define  and  punish  this  crime.  The  definition  nni 
the  punishment  can  bind  the  United  States  alone. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  making  further  provision  for 
the  exercise  of  this  Constitutional  power,  being  now 
before  the  House  of  Representatives,  your  committae 
beg  leave  to  offer  such  an  amendment  of  iu  provisions, 
as  shall  attain  the  last  object  which  they  have  pn- 
sumed  to  recommend. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  slave  trade,  also  reported  amendments 
to  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
continue  in  force  'An  act  to  protect  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States,  and  punish  the  crime  of  pi- 
racy ;  and  also  to  make  further  provision  for  pun- 
ishing the  crime  of  piracy ;"  which  were  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  tbe 
said  bill  is  committed.  The  amendments  are  as 
follows : 

After  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  insert  the  following 

sections : 
And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  if  any  citisen  of 
the  United  States,  being  of  the  crew  or  ship's  compa- 
ny of  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel  engaged  in  the  slave 
trade,  or  any  person  whatever,  being  of  the  crew  or 
ship's  company  of  any  ship  or  vessel  owned  in  whole 
or  in  part,  or  navigated  for  or  in  behalf  of  any  citizen 
or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  shall  land,  from  any 
such  ship  or  vessel,  and,  on  any  foreign  shore,  seixe 
any  negro  or  mulatto,  not  held  to  service  or  labor  by 
the  laws  of  either  of  the  Sutes  or  I'erritories  of  the 
United  Sutes,  with  intent  to  mske  such  negro  or  mu- 
latto'a  slave,  or  shall  decoy,  or  forcibly  bring  or  carry, 
or  shall  receive  such  negro  or  mulatto  on  board  any 
such  ship  or  vessel,  with  intent  as  aforesaid,  such  eiti- 
sen  or  person  shall  b|  adjudged  a  pirate,  and,  on  c<M)- 
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vietioD  thereof,  before  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
State*  for  the  district  wherein  he  may  be  brought  or 
ioQod,  shall  suffer  death. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  being  of  the  crew  or  ship's  company 
of  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel  engaged  in  the  slave  trade, 
or  any  person  whatever,  being  cf  the  crew  or  ship's 
company  of  any  ship  or  vessel  owned  wholly  or  in 
part,  or  navigated  for  and  in  behalf  of  any  citizen  or 
citixena  of  the  United  States,  «ball  forcibly  confine  or 
detain,  or  aid  or  abet  in  forcibly  confining  or  detain- 
ing, on  board  such  ship  or  vessel,  any  negro  or  mu- 
latto  not  held  to  service  by  the  laws  of  either  of  the 
States  or  Territories  of  the  United  States,  with  intent 
to  make  such  negro  or  mulatto  a  slave,  or  shall,  on 
Utard  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  offer  or  attempt  to  sell, 
M  a  slave,  any  negro  or  mulatto  not  held  to  service  as 
•foresaid,  or  shall,  on  the  high  seas,  or  anywhere  on 
tide  water,  transfer,  or  deliver  over,  to  any  ship  or  ves- 
sel, any  negro  or  mulatto  not  held  to  service  as  afore- 
•eid,  with  intent  to  make  such  negro  or  mulatto  a 
dave,  or  shall  land,  or  deliver  on  shore,  from  on  board 
any  aach  ship  nr  vessel,  any  such  negro  or  mulatto, 
with  intent  to  make  sale  of^  or  having  previously  sold 
each  negro  or  mulatto  as  a  slave,  such  citizen  or  per- 
•oo  shall  be  adjudged  a  pirate,  and,  on  conviction 
thereof,  before  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  Stateji  for 
the  district  wherein  he  shall  be  brought  or  found,  shall 
•offer  death. 

WESTERN  LAND  TITLES. 

The  House  then  resolved  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bills  for  the  adjustment  of  cer- 
tain land  titles  in  Louisiana,  Missouri,  and  Ar- 
kansas. 

A  great  deal  of  debate  took  place  on  these  bills, 
which  occupied  the  remainder  of  the  day.  Amon^ 
the  various  motions  made,  and  amendments  o^ 
fered,  on  these  bills,  the  following  amendment  was 
offered  by  Mr.  Simkins  of  South  Carolina,  viz: 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  claims,  whe- 
ther British  or  French,  founded  on  complete  British 
or  French  grants,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  reported 

by Cosby  for  confirmation,  and   received  at  the 

land  office  on  or  about  the  18th  July,  1815,  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  confirmed  against  any  claim  on 
thepart  of  the  United  States." 

This  amendment  Mr.  S.  supported  at  some 
loigth,  and  with  much  zeal,  on  the  grounds  that 
there  was  no  reason  why  an  act  should  have  been 
passed  at  the  latest  period  of  the  session,  making 
the  same  relinquishment  in  favor  of  Spanish 
claims,  even  bottomed  on  inferior  evidence.  All 
he  wi-^hed  was,  to  deal  out  justice,  with  an  even 
hand,  to  all  the  claimants  under  tne  different  na- 
tions who  had  respectively  held  this  country. 
That  he  well  knew  there  were  various  objec- 
tions urged  to  British  grants — that  thcv  contained 
many  conditions  to  be  performed  by  the  grantees, 
which  were  contained  in  nearly  all  British  grants 
to  lands  throughout  the  Southern  States ;  which 
conditiuns  are  either  obsolete  or  void,  as  being 
ioDpossible,  or  utterly  unfitted  to  the  situation  of 
the  country.  That,  at  all  events,  the  conditions 
were  subsequent  to  the  investiture  of  the  States, 
and  could  never  be  divested  without  some  regular 
proceeding,  requiring  due  notice  to  all  the  gran- 
tees, and  a  trial  of  theif  right*    They  could  never 


be  otherwise  forfeited  by  the  laws  of  any  civilized 
country.    But,  he  said,  it  is  urged  most  warmly 
that,  by  a  condition  contained  in  the  Treaty  of 
1783,  by  which  Great  Britain  yielded  this  coun- 
try to   Spain,  all   British  subjects  owning  land 
were  compelled  to  settle  o«  sell  their  claims  within 
eighteen  months.     This  is  true ;  but  it  is  equally 
true  that,  if  from  the  value  of  the  possessions,  the 
proprietors  should  not  be  able  to  aispose  of  their 
land,  dec,  then  it  is  expressly  stipulated  by  the 
Spanish  Government  that  it  would  grant  a  pro- 
longation of  the  time  proportioned  to  ihe  end. 
Now,  sir,  will  the  Committee  consider  the  state 
of  the  country  at  that  time;  scarcely  settled  at  all, 
or  at  any  rate  at  but  very  few  points,  and  the  des- 
potism and  caprice  of  the  Spanish  Government  for- 
bidding, rather  than  inviting,  settlements?    Could 
they   have  sold   then  ?     Can  any  gentleman,  in 
his  sober  senses,  dream  of  a  passibility  of  selling? 
Well,  sir,  as  soon  as  the  country  began  to  be  set- 
tled, so  as  to  enhance  the  value  of  lands,  the  Span- 
ish Governor,  without  any  regard  to  British  claims, 
as  expressly  secured  by  the  treaty,  begin  to  re- 
grant  the  land,  and  to  enable  all   sorts  of  t)€opIe 
to  obtain  orders  of  survey,  concessions,  permissions 
to  settle,  Ac,  of  this  very  land  ;  and  thus  have 
these  unfortunate  claimants  been  first  tantalized 
with  the  hope  of  selling,  but  actually  prevented 
from  so  doing ;  and  very  many  just  claimants, 
some  of  whom  I  have  the  pleasure  to  know  in 
South  Carolina,  have  been  continually  defeated 
in  their  continual  efiforts,  either  to  sell  or  to  pos- 
sess these  valuable  lands.     It  has,  I  know,  said 
Mr.  S.,  been  asserted  that  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment did  give  a  further   time — some   say  three 
years,  some  five,  some  one  time,  and  some  another ; 
lor  all  British  claimants  to  come  in  and  settle  or 
sell,  dec.     But  where  is  the  evidence  of  this?  Are 
hundreds  of  claimants  to  be  divested  of  their  sa- 
cred rights  upon  mere  reports,  without  any  rea- 
sonable or  legal  notice,  or  any  notice  at  all,  of  tbe 
progress  of  any  proceeding,  if  any  such  ever  did 
exist  ?    But  what  has  operated  with  the  most  in- 
justice, and  is  most  complained  of  by  British  claim- 
ants, is,  that  you  have,  by  your  laws,  appointed 
commissioners  to  receive  evidence  of  all  claims, 
and  to  report  such  as  appeared  just  to  Congress 
for  confirmation.     Under  this  legislation,  British 
claimants  have  filed  their  evidence,  which  has 
been   rendered,  and  whilst   you  have  confirmed 
Spanish  claims,  bottomed  on  evidence  quite  infe- 
rior, and  liable  to  fraud,  you  have  utterly  neglected 
complete  British  grants^  although  regularly  filed 
and  all  the  legal  requisites  complied  with.     Sir, 
said  he,  this  subject  was,  two  years  ago,  thought 
to  be  of  such  importance,  that,  by  a  resolution  of 
this   House,  you  required    the   Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  report,  at  the  next  succeeding  session, 
a  plan  for  the  proper  adjustment  of  claims  of  all 
kinds.     [Here  Mr.  S.  required  the  Clerk  to  read 
the  report.]     This  report,  sir,  is  submitted  to  the 
Committee  to  show,  that,  alter  the  most  mature 
investigation,  a  bill  was  reported,  adjusting  all 
British  claims  as  well  as  Spanish  and  French. 
This  was  just  and  right,  but  you  find  this  bill 
somehow  or  other  got  rid  of,  and  a  bill  reported 
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in  favor  of  Spanish  claims,  which  was  passed. 
Mr.  S.  concluded,  by  saying,  that  his  amendment 
only  went  to  relinquish  the  claim  of  the  United 
States  to  lands  covered  by  British  grants,  and  then 
to  leave  the  parties  to  their  legal  remedies,  in  the 
courts  where  there  were  conflicting  claims.  It 
was  a  reasonable  amendment,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  S.  was  answered  by  Mr.  Clay,  (Speaker,) 
Mr.  BtTTLER,  Mr.  Holmes,  and  Mr.  Campbell, 
to  whom  he  replied. 

The  amendment  was,  however,  rejected.  The 
bills  were  reported  to  the  House,  but  not  finally 
acted  on. 


•to  ;* J 
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TuEsoAY,  May9. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  between  the  United 
States  and  Richard  O'Brien,  late  American  Con- 
sul at  Algiers,"  renorted  the  same,  with  an  amend- 
ment ;  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissioners  to  lay  out  the  road  therein 
mentioned,"  reported  the  same,  without  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  provi- 
ding for  the  preservation  and  repair  of  the  Cum- 
berland road. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the   Senate  concur  in  the  fourth,  fifth,  sixth 
and  seventh,  and  disagree  to  the  first,  second,  and 
third  amendments  of  this  House  to  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  additional 
land  offices  m  the  State  of  Alabama."     They  also 
concur  in  the  second,  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  of  the 
amendments  of  this  House  to  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  City  of  Washington,  and  to  repeal  all 
acts  heretofore  passed  for  that  purpose,"  and  dis- 
??r^  *o  the  first  of  the  amendments  to  the  said 
till,  and  ask  a  conference  upon  the  subject  of  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  said 
hrst  amendment,  to  which  conference  they  have 
appointed   managers   on    their  part.     They  have 
passed   bills  of  this  House  of  the  following  titles 
to  wit :  An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  in 
the  btate  of  Illinois,  who  reside  within   the  Vin- 
cennes  land  district ;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Angus 
U.    Prazer,  and    others;   and    An  act  to  amend 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  pub- 
lication of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  with  amendments  to  each.     They 
have  also  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles  to  wit  • 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  H.  Guerla'in ;  and 
An  act  to  limit  the  term  of  office  of  certain  offi- 
cers therein   named,  and   for  other  purposes;  in 
which  amendments,  and  two  bills,  they  ask  'the 
concurrence  of  this  House.      ' 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
from  the  Senate  announcing  Iheir  disagreement  to 


the  first  amendment  of  this  House  to  the  bill,  ea- 
mied  An  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the 
City  of  Washington,  and  to  repeal  all  acts  hereto- 
lore  passed  for  that  purpose,"  and  asking  a  confer- 
ence on  the  said  amendment ,  whereupon  it  was 
resolved,  that  this  House  do  agree  to  the  confer- 
ence asked  by  the  Senate  on  the  amendment  afore- 
said, and  that  managers  be  appointed  to  attend  the 
same  on  their  part.  Messrs.  Kent,  Cobb,  and 
McLane,  of  Delaware,  were  appointed  the  said 
managers. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
bills  of  this  House  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  in  the  State 
of  Illinois,  who  reside  within  the  Vincennea  land 
district;  and  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Angu«  O. 
Frazer,  and  others,  were  severally  concurred  in 
by  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House 
entitled  an  act  to  alter  the  times  of  the  session  of 
the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  with  an  amendment.  They  have  also 
passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Peoria,  in  the  State 
of  Illinois;"  in  which  amendment  and  bill  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit:  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  H.  Guerlain  ; 
an  act  to  limit  the  term  of  office  of  certain  officers 
therein  named,  and  for  other  purposes;  and  an  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  inhabiunts  of  the  village  of 
Peoria,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  were  severally  read 
twice,  and  referred;  the  first  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  the  second  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  the  third  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  times  of  the  ses- 
sion of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,"  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for  the  ad- 
justment of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
and  Territory  of  Missouri,  and  the  question  which 
was  depending  yesterday  at  the  time  of  adjourn- 
ment, again  recurred,  to  wit:  That  the  said  bill 
be  postponed  until  the  first  day  of  the  next  session 
of  Congress;  and  being  put,  it  passed  in  the  affirm- 
ative: whereupon, 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  that  the  House  do  reconsider 
the  said  vote;  which  motion  was  rejected. 

Ordered^  That  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for  the 
adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana," be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Parker,  of  Virginia,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

^  Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represmta' 
tives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled. That  the  President  of  the  Senate,  for  the 
time  being,  and  the  Spesker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and 
empowered  to  adjourn  their  respective  Houses,  sine 
die,  on  Friday,  the  16th  day  of  the  present  month ; 
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•nd  that  the  reMlution  heretofore  passed,  aathoriziog 
an  adjournment  on  the  15th  inatant  be,  and  the  same 
is  herebj,  rescinded  and  made  void. 

The  resolution  being  read,  the  question  was 
taken,  Will  the  House  now  proceed  to  consider 
the  same?  and  determined  in  the  negative. 

COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  committee  on  the  subject 
of  the  slave  trade,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  the 
American  Society  for  colonizing  the  free  people 
of  color  of  the  United  States ;  which  was  read 
llwice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole.     The  bill  is  as  follows  : 

A  Bill  to  incorporate  the  American  Society  for  coloni- 

zinf  the  free  people  of  color  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  SfC.,  That  Bushrod  Washington,  Wil- 
liam H.  Crawford,  Henry  Clay,  John  Macon,  Henry 
Fozall,  Stephen  B.  BaJch,  James  Laurie,  Obadiah  B. 
Brown,  William  Wilmer,  William  Hawley,  Walter 
Jones,  Thomas  Dougherty,  Jacob  Hoffman,  Francis  S. 
Kcj,  Henry  Aabton,  William  Thornton,  Elias  B. 
CaJdweJI,  Richard  Smith,  and  John  Underwood,  and 
others,  composing  the  society  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia denominated  the  American  Society  for  colonizing 
the  free  people  of  color  of  the  United  States,  and  their 
successors,  duly  elected  in  the  manner  hereinafter 
mentioned,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  constituted  and 
declared  to  be  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the 
name  and  title  of  the  American  Society  for  colonizing 
the  free  people  of  color  of  the  United  States. 

Sic.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  said  cor- 
poration be  authorized  and  empowered  to  take  and 
receive  any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  or  other  property, 
real  and  personal,  of  any  kind  or  nature  which  shall 
•r  may  hereafter  be  given,  granted,  or  bequeathed  to 
the  aaid  corporation,  by  any  person  or  persons,  bodies 
politic  or  corporate,  capable  of  making  such  gift  or 
bequest :  Provided,  That  money  or  other  property  be 
laid  oat  or  disposed  of  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  said 
corporation,  according  to  the  intention  of  the  donors. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said 
corporation,  hereby  created,  shall  have  full  power  and 
authority  to  fill  all  vacancies  which  may  happen  in 
their  number;  to  make,  ordain,  and  establiiib,  and 
execute,  such  by-laws  and  ordinances  as  may  be  deem- 
ed useful  to  the  society,  and  the  same  to  alter,  amend, 
and  abrogate  at  pleasure ;  to  make,  have,  and  use  a 
common  seal,  and  the  same  to  break,  alter,  and  renew 
at  pleasure  ;  to  appoint  such  officers  and  agents  aa 
may  be  required  for  the  management  of  the  conccrna 
of  the  said  society,  and  to  assign  them  their  duties ; 
and,  generally,  to  provide  for  the  transaction  of  all 
buainess  appertaining  to  said  society  :  Provided,  That 
no  by-law,  rule,  or  ordinance,  of  the  said  corporation 
ahall  be  made  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  the  District  of 
Colombia. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shall 
be  an  annual  meeting  of  the  members  of  aaid  corpora- 
tion, at  aoch  time  and  place  as  the  proper  officers  of 
said  corporation  may  appoint,  of  which  due  notice  shall 
be  given  in  one  or  more  of  the  newspaper;!  publiahed 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  ;  at  which  time  and  place 
the  members  present  shall  elect  or  choose  the  officers 
of  the  Society,  to  serve  for  one  year  ensuing  their 
election,  and  until  others  shall  be  elected,  and  consent 
to  serve  in  their  places  ;  but  the  preaent  officera  of  the  j 
society  may  serve  till  the  next  annual  meeting,  until  ■ 
Others  be  appointed  or  chosen.  *  I 


Sic.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  aaid 
corporation  shall  not  engsge  in  any  banking  opera- 
tions ;  and  that  the  charter  hereby  granted  shall  be 
liable  to  be  amended,  altered,  or  repealed,  at  all  times 
hereafter,  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

SLAVE  TRADE.  •• '»    ^•'•'^>^*r 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
resolutions  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  negotiate  with  foreign  Governments  on 
the  means  of  effecting  an  entire  abolition  of  the 
African  slave  trade,  and  for  other  purposes ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  last  mentioned.  The  resolutions  are 
as  follows : 

Retohed,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled. That  the  President  be  requested  to  consult 
and  negotiate  with  all  the  Governments,  where  Min- 
isters of  the  United  Sutes  are,  or  shall  be  accredited, 
on  the  means  of  effecting  an  entire  and  immediate 
abolition  of  the  African  slave  trade. 

Resolved,  Ac  That  the  President  be  requested  to 
enter  into  a  stipulation  or  formal  declaration,  with  the 
several  maritime  Powers,  recognising  the  independence 
and  permanent  neutrality  of  any  colony  of  the  free 
people  of  color  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  be 
established  on  the  western  coast  of  Africa. 

Resolved,  4rc.  That  the  President  be  requested,  in 
such  use  as  he  may  deem  it  expedient  to  make  of  the 
public  ahips  of  the  United  States,  to  afford  every  aid, 
not  inconsistent  with  the  public  welfare,  to  the  efforta 
of  the  American  Society  for  colonizing  the  free  people 
of  color  of  the  United  States,  upon  the  western  coast 
of  Africa. 

PUBLICATION  OF  THE  LAWS. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  from 
the  House  for  regulating  the  publication  of  the 
laws,  were  taken  up. 

On  this  subject  there  was  some  debate.  Messrs, 
PiNDALL  and  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  opposed 
the  amendments,  (which  go  to  enlarge  the  bill, 
and  extend  the  sphere  of  publication)  and  Messrs. 
Foot  and  Hol.mes  supported  the  amendments. 

Mr.  Anderson  wasm  favor  of  the  amendments, 
but  he  was  opposed  to  the  whole  bill,  and  desir- 
ous to  leave  the  law  as  it  now  stands.  He,  there- 
fore, moved  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely. 

A  good  deal  of  debate  took  place  on  this  motion, 
in  which  Messrs.  Pindall,  Robertson,  Rhea, 
Bate.man,  Floyd,  and  Taylor,  took  part. 

The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  was 
decided  in  the  negative — ayes  44;  and  then  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  were  concurred  in. 

SPANISH  TREATY. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  or 
the  United  States,  which  is  as  follows  : 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  .• 

I  communicate  to  Congress  a  correspondence  which 
has  taken  place  between  the  Secretary  of  Sute  and 
the  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  since  the  Mesaage  of 
the  27th  March  last,  respecting  the  treaty  which  was 
concluded  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  on 
the  22d  February,  1819. 

After  the  failure  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  for  so 
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long  a  time,  to  ratify  the  treatj,  it  was  expected  that 
this  Minister  would  have  brought  with  him  the  ratifi- 
cation ;  or  that  be  would  have  been  authorized  to  give 
an  order  for  the  delivery  of  the  territory  ceded  by  it 
to  the  United  States.  It  appears,  however,  that  the 
treaty  ia  still  unratified,  and  that  the  Minister  has  no 
authority  to  surrender  the  territory.  The  object  of 
his  mission  has  been  to  make  complaints,  and  to  de- 
mand explanations  respecting  an  imputed  system  of 
hostility,  on  the  part  of  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
agsinst  the  subjects  and  dominions  of  Spain,  and  an 
unfriendly  policy  in  their  Government,  and  to  obtain 
new  atipulations  againat  these  alleged  injuriea,  as  the 
condition  on  which  the  treaty  ahouid  be  ratified. 

Unexpected  as  such  complaints  and  such  a  demand 
were,  under  existing  circumstancea,  it  was  thought 
proper,  without  compromitting  the  Government,  as  to 
the  course  to  be  pursued,  to  meet  them  promptly,  and 
to  give  the  explanationa  that  were  desired,  on  every 
subject,  with  the  utmost  candor.  The  result  has 
proved,  what  was  sufficiently  well  known  before,  that 
the  charge  of  a  systematic  hostihty  being  adopted  and 
pursued  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  against  the 
dominions  and  subjects  of  Spain,  is  utterly  destitute 
of  foundation ;  and  that  their  Government,  in  all  its 
branches,  has  maintained  with  the  utmost  rigor  that 
neutrality,  in  the  civil  war  between  Spain  and  the 
colonies,  which  they  were  the  first  to  declare.  No 
force  has  been  collected,  nor  incursions  made  from 
within  the  United  States,  against  the  dominions  of 
Spain;  nor  have  any  naval  equipments  been  permit- 
ted, in  favor  of  either  party,  against  the  other.  Their 
citizens  have  been  warned  of  the  obligations  incident 
to  the  neutral  condition  of  their  country;  the  public 
officera  have  been  instructed  to  see  that  the  lawa  were 
faithfully  executed;  and  severe  examples  have  been 
made  of  some  who  violated  them. 

In  regard  to  the  atipulation  proposed,  as  the  condi- 
tion of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  that  the  United 
States  shall  abandon  the  right  to  recognise  the  revo- 
lutionary colonies  in  South  America,  or  to  form  other 
relations  with  them,  when,  in  their  judgment,  it  may 
be  just  and  expedient  so  to  do,  it  is  manifestly  so  re- 
pugnant to  the  honor,  and  even  to  the  independence 
of  the  United  States,  that  it  has  been  impossible  to 
diacuss  it.  In  making  this  proposal,  it  is  perceived, 
that  Hia  Catholic  Majesty  has  entirely  misconceived 
the  principles  on  which  this  Government  has  acted, 
in  being  a  party  to  a  negotiation,  so  long  protracted, 
for  claims  so  well  founded  and  reasonable,  as  he  like- 
wise haa  the  sacrifices  which  the  United  Statea  have 
made,  comparatively,  with  Spain,  in  the  treaty,  to 
which  it  ia  proposed  to  annex  so  extraordinary  and 
improper  a  condition.  Had  the  Minister  of  Spain 
offered  an  unqualified  pledge  that  the  treaty  should 
be  ratified  by  his  Sovereign,  on  being  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  explaoatjoris  which  had  been  given 
by  thia  Grovemment,  there  would  have  been  a  strong 
motive  for  accepting  and  aubmitting  it  to  the  Senate, 
for  their  advice  and  consent,  rather  than  to  reaort  to 
other  meaaurea  for  redress,  however  justifiable  and 
proper;  but  he  gives  no  auch  pledge;  on  the  con- 
trary he  declares,  explicitly,  that  the  refusal  of  this 
Government  to  relinquish  the  right  of  judging  and  act- 
ing for  itself,  hereafter,  according  to  circumstances,  in 
regard  to  the  Spanish  colonies,  a  right  common  to  all 
nations,  has  rendered  it  impossible  for  him,  under  his 
instructions,  to  make  such  engagement.  He  thinka 
jUkat  his  Sovereign  will  be  induced,  by  his  commnni- 


cauons,  to  ratify  the  treaty ;  but  stUl  he  leaves  kim 
firee  either  to  adopt  that  measure  or  to  decline  it  He 
admiU  that  the  other  objections  are  eaaeotiallj  i». 
moved,  and  will  not,  in  themselves,  prevent  the  ratifi- 
cation, provided  the  difficulty  on  the  third  point  is 
surmounted.  The  result  therefore  is,  that  the  treaty 
is  declared  to  have  no  obligation  whatever;  thatits 
ratification  is  made  to  depend,  not  on  the  considera- 
tions vvhich  led  to  its  adoption,  ind  the  conditions 
which  it  contains,  but  on  a  new  article,  unconnected 
with  it,  respecting  which  a  new  negotiation  must  be 
opened,  of  indefinite  duration  and  doubtful  iasue. 

Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  course  to  be 
pursued  would  appear  to  be  direct  and  obvious,  if  the 
afihirs  of  Spain  had  remained  in  the  state  in  which 
they  were  when  the  Minister  sailed.     But  it  ia  known 
that  an  important  change  has  since  taken  place  in  the 
Government  of  that  country,  which  cannot  fail  to  be 
senaibly  felt  in   iu   intercourse  with  other  nations. 
The  Minister  of  Spain  has  essentially  declared  hie  in- 
abiUty  to  act  in  consequence  of  that  change.     With 
him,  however,  under  his  present  powers,  nothing  could 
be  done.    The  attitude  of  the  United  States  must  now 
be  assumed  on  full  consideration  of  what  is  due  to 
their  rights,  their  interest,  and  honor,  without  regard 
to  the  powers  or  incidents  of  the  late  mission.     Wo 
may,  at  pleasure,  occupy  the  territory  which  was  hi- 
tended  and  provided,  by  the  late  treaty,  as  an  indem> 
nity  for  losses  so  long  since  sustained  by  our  citizens* 
but  still  nothing  could  be  settled  definitively  without 
a  treaty  between  the  two  nations.     Is  this  the  time  to 
make  the  pressure  ?     If  the  United  States  were  gor- 
erned  by  views  of  ambition  and  aggrandizement,  many 
atrong  reasons  might  be  given  in  iU  favor.     But  they 
have  no  objecU  of  that  kind  to  accomplish;  noiM 
which  are  not  founded  in  justice,  and  which  can  be  in- 
jured by  forbearance.    Great  hope  is  entertained  that 
this  change  will  promote  the  happineas  of  the  Spanish 
nation.     The  good  order,  moderation,  and  humaniij, 
which  have  characterized  the  movement,  are  the  best 
guarantees  of  its  success.     The  United  States  would 
not  be  justified,  in  their  own  estimation,  should  they 
take   any  step  to   disturb  iU  harmony.     When  the 
Spanish  Government  is  completely  organized,  on  th^ 
principles  of  this  change,  as  it  is  expected  it  soon  will 
be,  there  is  just  ground  to  presume  that  our  differ- 
ences with  Spain  will  be  speedily  and  sati«fdCtorilT 
settled. 

With  these  remarks  I  submit  it  to  the  wisdom  of 
Congress  whether  it  will  not  still  be  advisable  to  post- 
pone any  decision  on  this  subject  until  the  next  session. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
WAtaiireTov,  May  9,  1820. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS 
Mr.  Pindall  then  introduced,  with  some  obser- 
vations, showing  the  grounds  on  which  he  deemed 
it  necessary,  a  joint  resolution,  the  object  of  which 
was,  to  declare,  that  the  instalments  of  Revolu- 
tionary pensions  which  will  become  due  on  or 
before  the  4th  day  of  September,  should  be  paid  in 
like  manner  as  if  the  act  to  amend  that  act,  panyd 
at  the  present  session,  had  not  become  a  law. 

The  question  to  consider  this  resolution  was 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  afilr- 
mative — yeas  66,  nays  57. 
Tbe  resolution  was  then  read  a  second  time. 
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'  Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  refer  it 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  make  it  the 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow.  On  this  motion 
there  took  place  some  debate :  at  length,  the  yeas 
mnd  nays  wping  ordered,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Taylor,  Mr.  McLean  withdrew  his  motion  to 
save  time.  Mr.  Reio  renewed  the  motion,  and 
Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  supported  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  again  ordered  on 
the  question,  on  suggestion  of  Mr.  Taylor.  It 
was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  79,  nays  62. 

Whereupon,  a  debate  arose,  which  consumed 
much  time,  on  the  principle  of  the  resolve,  in 
which  debate  the  following  gentlemen  engaged  : 
For  the  resolution — Messrs.  Taylor,  Pindall, 
Mercer,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Whitman,  and 
Wood.  Against  it — Messrs.  McLean,  of  Ken- 
tucky, Burton,  Bloomfield,  Simkins,  Brown, 
and  Barboor. 

Those  who  opposed  the  principles  of  this  reso- 
lation  objected,  first,  to  its  form,  and  the  invasion 
proposed  in  the  ordinary  mode  of  legislation,  in 
suspending  by  resolution  the  operation  of  a  law. 
Next,  the  resolution  was  spoken  of  as  being  in 
effect  a  repeal  of  the  law  until  the  next  meeting  of 
Congress ;  that  the  cause  which  had  Just  made  the 
amendatory  law  necessary,  namely,  the  evasions 
and  frauds  under  the  original  law,  required  a  cor- 
rective now  as  much  as  when,  under  that  convic- 
tion, the  amendatory  law  had  passed  ;  that  the 
House  was  now  thin,  and  the  attempt  to  suspend 
the  law  was  taking  advantage  of  the  absence  of  so 
considerable  a  portion  of  the  House. 

To  these  objections  it  was  replied,  that  a  joint 
resolution,  approved  by  the  President,  was  as  much 
m  law  as  in  any  other  form,  and  was  justified  by 
nuay  precedents  on  the  Statute  book.  The  pro- 
position, it  was  urged,  was  not  to  repeal  a  law,  but 
to  prevent  the  suspension  of  the  operation  of  the 
pension  law,  by  the  want  of  time  to  re-examine 
all  the  cases  before  the  next  semi-annual  payment 
becomes  due.  As  to  the  frauds  under  the  old  law, 
they  were  very  limited,  it  was  generally  believed, 
and  an  amendment  of  the  resolution  would  obviate 
that  objection.  It  was  further  said,  that  there  was 
every  reason  to  believe  it  would  take  two  years  to 
examine  anew  and  adjudicate  the  pension  cases 
under  the  amendatory  law.  As  to  the  House  being 
thin,  leave  of  absence  had  been  granted  to  the  ab- 
sentees ;  and  there  yet  remained  as  appeared  by 
the  last  vote,  one  hundred  and  forty  members, 
which  could  not  be  called  a  small  portion  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  Parker,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  lay  the  res- 
olution upon  the  table ;  which  motion  was  nega- 
tived— yeas  70,  nays  65. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  the  resolve  was  amended 
by  annexing  a  proviso,  that  the  Secretary  of  War 
be  and  hereby  is  directed  to  suspend  the  payment 
of  the  pension  to  any  person  who,  in  his  opinion, 
is  not  entitled  to  a  pension  under  the  original  act. 

The  question  was  at  length  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  on  ordering  the  resolve  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  and  agreed  to — yeas  85,  nays  67, 

The  House  proceeded  to  con.<;ider  the  message 
from  the  Senate,  respecting  the  amendments  of 


this  House  to  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  cer- 
tain land  offices.  The  Senate  agrees  to  the 
amendments  of  this  House,  except  that  one  which 
proposes  to  establish  an  additional  land  office  in 
Indiana. 

Mr.  Anuerson  moved  that  this  House  do  recede 
from  this  amendment  No  hardship  could  result 
from  so  doing  ;  there  being,  without  this,  already 
three  land  omces  in  Indiana. 

Mr.  Hendricks  proposed  that  the  House  do  in- 
sist on  its  amendment,  and  assigned  the  reason  why 
he  thought  it  ought  to  be  insisted  on.  As  to  the 
number  of  land  offices,  he  said  there  were  not  as 
many  as  the  extent  and  population  of  the  State 
required;  and  the  Legislature  of  the  State  had, 
by  the  memorial  adopted,  he  believed,  unanimously, 
requested  the  establishment  of  this  office. 

On  the  question  to  recede  from  thisamendment, 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  57,, 
nays  53. 


Wednesday,  May  10. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  in  addition  to 
the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1820;" 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Culbreth,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Leander 
Cathcart,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment, 
and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
his  proceedings  and  expenditure^,  under  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
public  buildings,  and  for  furnishing  the  Capitol 
and  President's  House;"  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Accounts. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  a  committee  was 
appointed,  jointly  with  such  committee  as  may  be 
appointed  by  the  Senate,  to  inquire  and  report 
what  subjects  before  the  two  Houses  are  proper  to 
be  acted  on  during  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress; and  Messrs.  Taylor.  Williams  of  North 
Carolina,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Sergeant,  and 
Lowndes,  were  appointed  of  the  said  committee 
on  the  nart  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Strong,  of  New  York,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

hesohtd.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  ascer- 
tain, and  report  to  the  next  seasion  of  Congreaa,  the 
amount  of  claims  upon  the  United  States,  in  favor  of 
American  citixenii,  growing  out  of  the  last  war  with 
Great  Britain,  the  Creek  war,  and  the  Seminole  war, 
designating  the  names  of  the  claimants,  and  the  suoi 
or  sums  which,  in  their  opinion,  shall  be  equitably  and 
fairly  due  to  each  :  and,  as  to  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding for  the  payment  of  the  same  by  an  issue  of  stocky 

bearing  an  interest  of per  centum,  per  annum, 

redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  United  Sutes,  out 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson  of  Virginia,  the  Com- 
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mittee  of  Accounts  were  authorized  and  directed 
to  make  the  same  allowance  for  extra  services  to 
each  person  serving  this  House,  as  was  granted  at 
the  end  of  the  last  sjession. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  several  acts  for  the  adjustment 
of  land  claims  in  the  Slate  of  Louisiana,"  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  disagreement  to  the 
first  amendment  proposed  by  this  House  to  the  bill, 
eotitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  clothing  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States  in  domestic  manufac- 
tures, and  for  other  purposes;"  and  they  have 
passed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit:  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  legal  representatives  of  Elisha 
Winter  and  William  Winter,  and  the  Attorney 
General,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  take 
the  examination  of  witnesses  by  commission  ;"' 
and  "An  act  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners to  lay  out  a  canal  in  the  State  of  Ohio ;" 
in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

NEXT  MEETING  OF  CONGRESS. 
Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject, introduced  a  bill  to  fix  the  time  for  the  next 
meeting  of  Congress,  viz.,  the  second  Monday  in 
November  next,  instead  of  the  first  Monday  in 
December. 

In  assigning  the  reasons  of  the  committee  for 
reporting  this  bill,  Mr.  T.  stated  the  number  of 
bills  now  pending  in  this  House,  the  consideration 
of  nearly  the  whole  of  which  would  be  necessarily 
deferred  to  the  next  session  of  Congres-s.  Of  bills 
originating  in  the  House,  there  are  now  pending, 
of  a  public  nature^  38;  of  a  private  nature,  16. 
Of  bills  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  there  are, 
of  a  public  nature,  21 ;  of  a  private  nature,  31 — 
making  a  total  number  of  bills  pending,  106. 

The  bill  was  twice  read  ;  and,  after  some  little 
debate,  the  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative  by  the  following  vote : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Adams,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Beecher, 
Bloomfield,    Butler   of    New    Hampshire,    Butler   of 
Louisiana,   Cannon,    Case,    Clagett,    Clark,    Cocke, 
Cook,    (yulbrcth,    Culpeper,    Cushman,    Darlington, 
Dewitt,  Eddy,   Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of 
Pennsylvania,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Fullerton,  Gross 
of  New  York,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York, 
Hardin,  Hibshman,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hostetter,  Jones  of 
Tennessee,   Kendall,  Kinsey,    Kinsley,  Little,  Liver- 
more,    Lyman,    Mallary,     Marchand,    R.   Moore,    S. 
Hoore,  Newton,  Phelps,   Pbiison,  Pinckney,  Pitcher, 
Rhea,  Rogers,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Shaw,  Sloan, 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Stevens, 
Storrs,    Strong    of  New    York,    Taylor,    Tomlinson, 
Tompkins,  Tracy,  Wallace,  Whitman,  and  Wood — 69. 
Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen  of  New  York,  Al- 
len   of  Tennessee,    Anderson,   Archer   of  Maryland, 
Archer  of  Virginia,  Barbour,    Bateman,  Boden,  Bre- 
vard, Bryan,  Burwell,  Cobb,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Crow- 
ell,  Cuthbert,   Dennison,  Dickinson,  Earle,   Edwards 
of  North   Carolina,    Fisher,  Floyd,   Gross  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Heister,  Johnson, 
Jones  of  Virginia,  Linn,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLane, 
of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Meigs,  Metcalf, 


Murray,  Neale,  Nelaon  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of 
Virginia,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patterson,  Pindall,  Rood, 
Rich,  Richmond,  Robertson,  Ross,  Sergeant,  Silsbco, 
Simkins,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Tarr,  Terrell, 
Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Walker,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  WilUsmaof 
North  Carolina— 69. 

The  bill  was  subsequently  read  a  third  time> 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

The  engrossed  resolution  to  suspend  for  a  limited 
time  the  act  in  addition  to  the  act  "  to  provide  for 
certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  aer- 
vice  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Revulutionmiy 
war,"  was  read  the  third  time. 


A  short  debate  took  place  on  the  question  of  its 
passage,  in  which  Messrs.  Simkins,  Williams 
of  North  Carolina,  Culpeper,  Alexanueb,  Wab- 
FIELD,  and  Pindall,  took  part. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  New  Hampshire,  said,  he  was 
in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  resolution,  although 
he  voted  for  the  law  which  it  is  designed  to  sus- 
pend. Though  he  was  in  favor  of  the  object  ol 
the  law,  he  was  not  satisfied  with  Tts  form  ;  bat 
inasmuch  as  the  House  had  been  occupied  several 
days  on  the  subject,  and  had  rejected  various  profK 
ositions  to  amend  the  law,  he  believed  it  better  to 
pass  the  bill,  than  to  do  nothing.  It  had  been  rep-. 
resented  in  the  House,  he  said,  that  many  men  of 
influence  were  receiving  a  pension  under  the  law 
of  March,  1818,  and  he  could  not  consent  to  loan 
money  nor  lay  a  tax  upon  the  people,  while  such 
men  were  enjoying  the  bounty  of  the  Government, 
contrary  to  the  true  intent  of  the  law  under  which 
they  received  it. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  voted  for  every  proposition 
to  diminish  the  expenditures  of  the  Government, 
so  as  to  bring  them  within  the  limits  of  the  receipts. 
Taxes  were  odious,  he  said,  to  the  people,  and  he 
would  not  resort  to  them  unless  there  was  an  ab- 
solute necessity. 

Mr.  B.  said,  he  was  aware  the  law,  which  the 
resolution  proposed  to  suspend,  would  impose  a 
burden  upon  many  honest  and  indigent  soldiers  of 
the  Revolution,  and  delay  them  in  obtaining  the 
just  reward  of  their  country,  and  he  was,  therefore, 
disposed  to  suspend  the  law,  that  they  might  have 
time  to  comply  with  its  requisites.  He  said,  he 
had  expected  the  law  would  have  been  modified 
by  the  Senate,  but  he  was  disappointed,  and  could 
not,  therefore,  vote  against  the  resolution,  as  it 
would  render  the  act  less  exceptionable.  He  did 
not  believe,  with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
that  there  was  any  impropriety  in  varying  or  sus- 
pending an  act  by  a  resolution  passed  at  the  same 
session  ;  nor  could  he  perceive  that  there  was  ^any 
Constitutional  objection  to  such  a  mode  of  legisla- 
tion. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  strong  objections  to  the  act 
which  had  been  passed,  though  he  voted  fdr  it, 
and  he  was  willing,  at  ihe  present  session,  to  make 
it  more  acceptable,  by  the  passage  of  the  resolution. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  required  and  taken— being  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 
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Tbe  question  on  the  passage  of  the  resolve  was  ; 
decided  affirmatively,  by  yeas  and  nays,  78  to  69,  i 
as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alien  of  New  York,  Alien 
of  Tennessee,  Baker,  Daidtrin,  Bateman,  Baylj,  Bo- 
den,  Brush,  bulTum,  Butier  of  New  Hampshires  Case, 
Ciagett,  Clark,  Cook,  Culbreth,  Cushman,  Deonison, 
Dickinson,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Folger,  Fuller,  Foot,  Gross  of  New  York, 
Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hardin,  Hen- 
dricks, Hibshman,  Heister,  Hill,  Holmes,  Kendall, 
Kent,  Kinsley,  Livermore,  Lyraan,  McCreary,  McLane 
of  Delaware,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Meiga,  R.  Moore,  S.  j 
Moore,  Monell,  Moselcy,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Massachusetts,  Nebon  of  Virginia,  Patterson,  Phelps, 
Pitjckney,  Pindail,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rich,  Rogers, 
Russ,  Sampson,  Sergeant,  Shaw,  Silebee,  Smith  of 
•Maryland,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York, 
Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace, 
Wtadover,  Whitman,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Ar- 
.^•r  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Baecher,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brown,  Bryan,  Burton, 
Harwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Cobb, 
Cocke,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert, 
Darlington,  Dewitt,  Earic,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Ervin,  Fii»ber,  Floyd,  Forrest,  Fullerton, 
Harnett,  Hall  of  North  Carohna,  Herrick,  Hostetter, 
Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kin- 
■ey,  Linn,  Lowndes,  Ross,  Maclay,  McCoy,  McLean 
of  Kentucky,  Metcalf,  Newton,  Overstreet,  Parker  of 
Viryinia,  Philson,  Rhea,  Richmond,  Ringgold,  Robert- 
•on,  Rose,  Sawyer,  Simkins,  Sloan,  Smith  of  North 
Caiolina,  Tarr,  Torapkins,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  South 
iCarolina,  Walker,  Warfield,  Williams  of  Virginio, 
Williams  of  North  Carohna. 


SOUTH  AMERICAN  INDEPENDENCE. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  state  of  the  Union  ;  and 
.the  following  resolves  were  taken  into  considera- 
tion : 

Ruohtd,  That  it  is  expedient  to  provide  by  law  a 
loitable  outfit  and  salary  for  such  Minister  or  Ministers 
as  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
„of  the  Senate,  may  send  to  any  of  the  Governments 
of  South  America,  which  have  established,  and  are 
paintaining,  their  independence  on  Spain. 

JitMoived,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  for  re- 
questing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cai^se 
to  be  presented  to  the  General  the  most  worthy  and 
diatin^^uished,  in  his  opinion,  in  the  service  of  any  of 
•tho  independent  Governments  of  South  America,  tbe 
•word  which  was  given  by  the  Viceroy  of  Lima  to 
'Captain  Biddle,  of  the  Ontario,  during  her  late  cruise 
in  the  Pacific,  and  which  is  now  in  the  office  of  the 
Department  of  State,  with  the  expression  of  the  wish 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  that  it  may  be  em- 
ployed in  the  support  and  preservation  of  the  liberties 
•nd  independence  of  his  country. 

When  Mr.  Clay  rose  and  said  :  It  is  my  inten- 
tion, Mr.  Chairman,  to  withdraw  the  latter  reso- 
lution. Since  I  offered  it,  this  House,  by  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  to  prevent,  under  suitable  penalties, 
in  future,  the  acceptance  of  presents,  forbidden  by 
the  Constitution,  to  prohibit  the  carrying  of  for- 
eigners in  the  public  vessels,  and  to  limit  to  the 
case  of  our  own  citizens,  and  to  regulate,  in  that 
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case,  the  transportation  of  money  in  them,  has, 
perhaps,  sufficiently  animadverted  on  tbe  viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution  which  produced  that  res- 
olution. I  confess  that  when  I  heard  of  Captain 
Biddle  receiviog  from  the  deputy  of  a  King  the 
sword  in  question,  I  felt  greatly  mortified.  I  could 
not  help  contrasting  his  conduct  with  that  of  the 
surgeon  on  board  ol  an  American  man-of-war,  in 
the  Bay  of  Naples,  (I  regret  that  I  do  not  remem- 
ber his  name,  as  I  should  like  to  record  it  with  the 
testimony  which  1  with  pleasure  bear  to  his  high- 
minded  conduct,)  who,  having  performed  an  ope- 
ration on  one  of  the  suite  of  the  Emperor  of  Aus- 
tria, and  being  offered  fifteen  hundred  pistoles  or 
dollars  for  his  skilful  service,  returned  the  purse 
and  said  that  what  he  had  done  was  in  the  cause 
of  humanity,  and  that  the  Constitution  of  his 
country  forbade  his  acceptance  of  the  proffered 
boon.  There  was  not  an  A  merican  heart  that  did 
not  swell  with  pride  on  hearing  of  his  noble  disin- 
terestedness. It  did  appear  to  me,  also,  that  the 
time  of  Captain  Biddle's  interposition  was  unfor- 
tunate to  produce  an  agreement  between  tbe  Vice- 
roy of  Lima  and  Chili,  to  exchange  their  respect- 
ive prisoners,  however  desirable  the  accomplish- 
ment of  such  a  humane  object  might  be.  The 
Viceroy  had  constantly  refused  to  consent  to  any 
such  exchange.  And  it  is  an  incontestable  fact, 
that  the  barl^rities  which  have  characterized  the 
civil  war  in  Spanish  America  have  uniformly 
originated  with  the  Royalists.  After  the  memor- 
able battle  of  Maipu,  decisive  of  the  independence 
of  Chili,  and  fatal  to  the  arms  of  the  Viceroy, 
this  interposition,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  took  place. 
The  transportation  of  money,  upon  freight,  from 
the  port  of  Callao  to  that  of  Rio  Janeiro,  for 
Royalists,  appeared  to  me  also  highly  improper. 
If  we  wish  to  preserve,  unsullied,  the  illustrious 
character  which  our  Navy  justly  sustains,  we 
should  repress  the  very  first  instances  of  irregu- 
larity. But  I  am  willing  to  believe  that  Captain 
Biddle's  conduct  has  been  inadvertent.  He  is  a 
gallant  officer,  and  belongs  to  a  respectable  and 
patriotic  family.  His  errors,  I  am  persuaded,  will 
not  be  repeated  by  him  or  imitated  by  others. 
And  I  trust  that  there  is  no  man  more  unwilling 
than  I  am  unnecessarily  to  press  reprehension.  It 
is  thought,  moreover,  by  some,  that  the  President 
might  feel  an  embarrassment  in  executing  the 
duty  required  of  him  by  the  resolution,  which  it 
was  far  from  my  purpose  to  cause  him.  1  with- 
draw it. 

There  is  no  connexion  intended,  or,  in  fact, 
between  that  resolution  and  the  one  I  now  propose 
briefly  to  discuss.  The  proposition  to  recognise 
the  independent  Governments  of  South  America 
offers  a  subject  of  as  great  importance  as  any 
which  could  claim  the  deliberate  consideration  of 
this  House. 

Mr.  C.  then  went  on  to  say,  that  it  appeared  to 
him  the  object  of  this  Government,  heretofore, 
had  been,  so  to  manage  its  affairs,  in  regard  to 
South  America,  as  to  produce  an  effect  on  its  ex- 
isting negotiations  with  the  parent  country.  The 
House  were  now  apprized,  by  the  Message  from 
the  President,  that  this  policy  had  totally  failed  ; 
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it  had  failed,  because  our  country  would  not  dis- 
honor itself  by  surrendering  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant rights  incidental  to  sovereignty.  Although 
we  had  observed  a  course  towards  the  Patriots,  as 
Mr.  Gallatin  said  in  his  communication  read  yes- 
terday, greatly  exceeding  in  rigor  the  course  pur- 
sued towards  them  either  bv  France  or  England; 
although,  also,  as  was  remarxed  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  we  had  observed  a  neutrality  so  strict  that 
blood  bad  been  spilt  in  enforcing  it — still  Spanish 
honor  was  not  satisfied,  and  freeh  sacrifices  were 
demanded  of  us.  If  they  were  resisted  in  form, 
they  were  substantially  yielded  by  our  course  as 
to  South  America.  We  will  not  stipulate  with 
Spain  not  to  recognise  the  independence  of  the 
South  ;  but  we  nevertheless  grant  to  her  all  she 
demands. 

Mr.  C.  said  it  had  been  his  intention  to  have 
gone  into  a  general  view  of  the  course  of  policy 
which  has  characterized  the  General  Government ; 
but,  on  account  of  the  lateness  of  the  session,  and 
the  desire  for  an  early  adjournment,  he  should 
waive  that  purpose,  and,  in  the  observations  he 
had  to  make,  confine  himself  pretty  much  to 
events  subsequent  to  the  period  at  which  he  had 
submitted  to  the  House  a  proposition  having  near- 
ly the  same  objects  as  this. 

After   the   return   of  our  Commissioners  from 
South  America  ;  after  they  had  all  agreed  in  at- 
testing the  fact  of  independent  sovereignty  being 
exercised  by  the  Government  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
tbe  whole  nation  looked  forward  to  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  independence  of  that  c<j|intry  as  the 
Silicy  which  the  Government  ought  to  pursue, 
e  appealed   to  every  member  to  say,  whether 
there  was  not  a  general  opinion,  in  case  the  report 
of  that  mission  should  turn  out  as  it  did,  that  the 
recognition  of  the  independence  of  that  Govern- 
ment would  follow  as  a  matter  of  course.     The 
surprise  at  a  different  course  being  pursued  by  the 
Executive  at  the  last  session,  was  proportionably 
great     On  this  subject,  so  strong  was  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  at  the  commencement  of 
the  present  session,  that  some  of  the  presses  took 
it  for  granted  that  the  recognition  would  follow 
of  course,  and  a  paper  in  this  neighborhood  had 
said  there  was,  in  regard  to  that  question,  a  race 
of  popularity  between  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  humble  individual  who  now 
addressed   tbe   House.    Yet,  faithless  Ferdinand 
•refuses  to  ratify  his  own  treaty,  on  the  pretext  of 
violations  of  our  neutrality,  but,  in  fact,  because 
we  will  not  basely  surrender  an  important  attri- 
bute of  sovereignty.     Two   years   ago,   Mr.   C. 
said,  would,  in  his  opinion,  have  been  the  proper 
time  for  recognising  the  independence  of  the  South. 
Then  the  struggle  was  somewhat  doubtful,  and  a 
kind  office  on  the  part  of  this  Government  would 
have  had  a  salutary  effect.     Since  that  period, 
what  had  occurred  t    Any  thing  to  prevent  a  re- 
cognition  of  their  independence,  or  to  make  it 
less  expedient  ?    No ;  every  occurrence  tended  to 
prove  the  capacity  of  that  country  to  maintain 
Its  independence.    Mr.  C.  then  successively  ad- 
verted to  the  battles  of  Maipu  and  Bojaca,  their 
great  brilliancy,  and  their  important  consequences. 


Adverting  to  the  union  of  Venezuela  and  New 
Grenada  in  one  Republic,  he  said  one  of  their 
first  acts  was  to  appoint  one  of  their  most  distin- 
guished citizens,  the  Vice  President  Zea,  a  Min- 
ister to  this  country.  There  was  a  time,  he  said, 
when  impressions  are  made  on  individuals  and 
nations  by  kindness  towards  them,  which  last 
forever — ^whcn  they  are  surrounded  with  enemies, 
and  embarrassments  present  themselves. 

Ages  and  ages  may  pass  away,  said  Mr.  C,  be- 
fore we  forget  the  help  we  received,  in  our  day  of 
peril,  from  the  hands  of  France.    Her  injustice^ 
the  tyranny  of  a  despot — may  alienate  us  for  a 
time ;  but  the  moment  it  ceases  we  relapse  into  a 
good  feeling  towards  her.  Do  you  mean  to  wait,  said 
Mr.  C,  until  these  Republics  are  recognised  by 
the  whole  world,  and  then  step  in  and  extend  your 
hand  to  them,  when  it  can  no  longer  be  withheld? 
If  we  are  to  believe  GJeneral  Vives,  we  have  gone 
about  among  foreign  Powers,  and  consulted  with 
Lord  Castlereagh  and  Count  Nesselrode,  to  seek 
some  aid  in  recognising  the  independence  of  these 
powers.     What !  after  the  President  has  told  us 
that  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  nations 
is  an  incontestable  right  of  sovereignty,  shall  we 
lag  behind  till  the  European  Powers  think  proper 
to  advance?     The  President  had  assigned,  as  a 
reason  for  abstaining  from  the  recognition,  that 
the  Congress  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  might  take  of- 
fence at  it.     So  far  from  such  an  usurped  interfer- 
ence being  a  reason  for  stopping,  Mr.  C.  said,  he 
would  have  exerted  the  right  sooner  for  it.    But 
the  Congress  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  had  refused  to 
interfere,  and  on  that  point  the  President  was  mis> 
taken.     Spain,  it  was  true,  had  gone  about  beg- 
ging the  nations  of  Europe  not  to  interfere  in  be- 
half of  the  South  Americans ;  but  the  wishes  of 
the  whole  unbiassed  world  must  be  in  their  favor. 
And  while  we  had  gone  on,  passing  neutrality  bill 
after  neutrality  bill,  and  bills  to  punish  piracy — 
with  respect  to  unquestioned  piracy,  no  one,  Mr. 
C.  said,  was  more  in  favor  of  punishing  it  than 
he ;  but  he  had  no  idea  of  imputing  piracy  to  men 
fighting  under  the  flag  of  a  people  at  war  for  in- 
dependence: whibt  we  had  pursued  this  course, 
even  in  advance  of  the  legitimates  of  Europe, 
what,  he  asked,  had  been  the  course  of  England 
herself  on  this  head?    Here  Mr.  C.  quoted  a  few 
passages  from  the  work  of  the  Abbe  de  Pradt,  re- 
cently translated  by  one  of  our  citizens,  which,  he 
said,  though   the  author  was  not   very  poptilar 
among  Crowned  heads,  no  man  cotild  read  with- 
out being  enlightened  and  instructed.     These  pas- 
sages dwelt  on  the  importance  of  the  commerce  of 
South  America,  when  freed  from  its  present  re- 
straints, Ac.     What  would  I  give,  exclaimed  Mr. 
C,  could  we  appreciate  the  advantages  which  may 
be  realized  by  our  pursuing  the  course  which  I 
propose !     It  is  in  our  power  to  create  a  system  of 
which  we  shall  be  the  centre,  and  in  which  all 
South  America  will  act  with  us.     In  respect  to 
commerce,  we  should  be  most  benefited ;  this  coun- 
try would  become  the  place  of  deposite  of  the  com- 
merce of  tbe  world.     Our  citizens  engaged  in  for- 
eign trade  were  at  present  disheartened  by  the 
condition  of  that  trade ;  they  must  seek  new  chan- 
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nels  for  it,  and  none  so  advantageous  could  be 
found  as  thase  which  the  trade  with  South  Amer- 
ica would  afford.  Mr.  C.  took  a  prospective  view 
of  the  growth  of  wealth,  and  increase  of  the  pop- 
ulation of  this  country  and  of  Souih  America. 
That  country  had  now  a  population  of  upwards  of 
eighteen  millions.  The  same  activity  ot  the  prin- 
ciple of  population  would  exist  in  that  country  as 
here.  Twenty-five  years  hence  its  population  might 
be  estimated  at  thirty-six  millions;  fifty  years 
hence,  at  seventy-two  millions.  We  now  have  a  i 
population  of  ten  millions.  From  the  character  of 
our  population  we  must  always  take  the  lead  in 
the  prosecution  of  commerce  and  manufactures. 
Imagine  the  vast  power  of  the  two  countries,  and 
the  value  of  the  mtercourse  between  them,  when 
we  shall  have  a  population  of  forty  millions,  and 
they  of  seventy  millions !  In  relation  to  South 
America  the  people  of  the  United  States  will  oc- 
cupy the  same  position  as  the  people  of  New  Eng- 
land do  to  the  rest  of  the  United  States.  Our 
enterprise,  industry,  and  habits  of  economy,  will 
give  us  the  advantage  in  any  competition  which 
South  America  may  sustain  with  us,  dice. 

But  however  important  our  early  recognition  of 
the  independence  of  the  South  might  be  to  us,  as 
respects  our  commercial  and  manufacturing  inter- 
ests, was  there  not  another  view  of  the  subject, 
infinitely  more  gratifying?  We  should  become 
the  centre  of  a  system  which  would  constitute  the 
rallying  point  of  human  wisdom  against  all  the 
despotism  of  the  Old  World.  Did  any  man  doubt 
the  feelings  of  the  South  towards  us  ?  In  spite  of 
our  coldness  towards  them,  of  the  rigor  of  our  laws, 
and  the  conduct  of  our  officers,  their  hearts  still 
turned  towards  us,  as  to  their  brethren ;  and  he 
had  no  earthly  doubt,  if  our  Government  would 
take  the  lead  and  recognise  them,  that  they  would 
become  yet  more  anxious  to  imitate  our  institu- 
tions, and  to  secure  to  themselves  and  to  their  pos- 
terity the  same  freedom  which  we  enjoy. 

On  a  subject  of  this  sort,  Mr.  C.  asked,  was  it 
possible  we  could  be  content  to  remain,  as  we  now 
were,  looking  anxiously  to  Europe,  watching  the 
eyes  of  Lord  Castlereagh^  and  getting  scraps  of 
letters  doubtfully  indicative  of  his  wishes;  and 
sending  to  the  Czar  of  Rus.sia,and  getting  another 
scrap  from  Count  Nesselrode?  Why  not  proceed 
to  act  on  our  own  responsibility,  and  recognise 
these  governments  as  independent,  instead  of  tak- 
ing the  lead  of  the  Holy  Alliance  in  a  course 
which  jeopardizes  the  happiness  of  unborn  mil- 
lions ?  Mr.  C.  deprecated  this  deference  for  for- 
eign Powers.  If  Lord  Castlereagh  says  we  may 
recognise,  we  do ;  if  not,  we  do  not.  A  single 
expression  of  the  British  Minister  to  the  present 
Secretary  of  State,  then  our  Minister  abroad,  he 
was  ashamed  to  say,  had  moulded  the  policy  of 
our  Government  towards  South  America — an  ex- 
pression which,  like  Mr.  Adams's  definition  of 
republicanism,  had  been  construed  to  mean  any 
thing  or  nothing.  We  look  too  much  abroad  Mr. 
C.  said.  You  may  find  our  Ministers  in  England 
at  one  time  at  the  door  of  the  Horse  Guards,  and 
the  next  moment  in  Paternoster-Row,  purchasing 
literature  for  this  country.    Our  inetilutions,  said 


Mr.  C,  now  make  us  free ;  but,  how  long  sball 
we  continue  so,  if  we  mould  our  opinions  on  tbo«e 
of  Europe?  Let  us  break  these  commercial  and 
political  fetters ;  let  us  no  longer  watch  the  nod 
of  any  European  politician ;  let  us  become  real 
and  true  Americans,  and  place  ourselves  at  the 
head  of  the  American  system. 

Gentlemen  all  said  they  were  all  anxious  to  see 
the  independence  of  the  South  e&Ublished.  If 
sympathy  for  them  was  enough,  the  patriots  would 
have  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  abundant  ex- 
pressions of  it.  But  something  more  was  want- 
ing. Some  gentlemen  had  intimated  that  the 
people  of  the  South  were  unfit  for  freedom.  Will 
gentlemen  contend,  said  Mr.  C,  because  those 
people  are  not  like  us  in  all  particulars,  they  are 
therefore  unfit  for  freedom  ?  In  some  particulars, 
he  ventured  to  say,  that  the  people  of  South  Ame- 
rica were  in  advance  of  us.  On  the  point  which 
had  been  so  much  discussed  on  this  floor  during 
the  present  ses.«:ion,  they  were  greatly  in  advance 
of  us.  Grenada,  Venezuela,  and  Buenos  Ayres 
had  all  emancipated  their  slaves.  He  did  not  say 
that  we  ought  to  do  so,  or  that  they  ought  to  have 
done  so,  under  different  circumstances ;  but  he  re- 
joiced that  circumstanceii  were  such  as  to  permit 
them  to  do  it. 

Two  questions  only,  Mr.  Clay  argued,  were 
necessarily  preliminary  to  the  recognition  of  the 
independence  of  the  people  of  the  South  ;  first,  as 
to  the  fact  of  their  independence ;  and,  secondly, 
as  to  their  capacity  for  self-government.  On  the 
first  point,  4|ot  a  doubt  existed.  On  the  second, 
there  was  every  evidence  in  their  favor.  They 
had  fostered  schools  with  great  care  ;  there  were 
more  newspapers  in  the  single  towij  of  Buenos 
Ayres  (at  the  time  he  was  speaking)  than  in  the 
whole  kingdom  of  Spain.  He  never  saw  a  question 
discussed  with  more  ability  than  that  in  a  newspa- 
per of  Buenos  Ayres,  whether  a  federative  or  con- 
solidated form  ot  government  was  best. 

But,  though  every  argument  in  favor  of  the  re- 
cognition should  be  admitted  to  be  just,  it  would 
be  said  that  another  revolution  had  occurred  in 
Spain,  and  we  ought  therefore  to  delay.  On  the 
contrary,  Mr.  C.  said,  every  consideration  recom- 
mended us  now  to  act.  If  Spain  succeeded  in 
establishing  her  freedom,  the  colonies  must  also 
be  free.  The  first  desire  of  a  government,  itself 
free,  must  be  to  give  liberty  to  its  dependencies. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  Spain  should  not  succeed 
in  gaining  freedom,  no  man  could  doubt  that  Spain, 
in  ner  reduced  state,  would  no  longer  have  power 
to  carry  on  the  contest.  So  many  millions  of 
men  could  not  be  subjugated  by  the  enervated  arm 
and  exhausted  means  of  aged  Spain.  In  ten  years 
of  war,  the  most  unimportant  province  of  South 
America  had  not  been  subdued  by  all  the  wealth 
and  all  the  resources  of  Spain.  The  certainty  of 
the  successful  resistance  of  the  attempts  of  Spain 
to  reduce  them  would  be  found  in  the  great  extent 
of  the  provinces  of  South  America — of  larger  ex- 
tent than  all  the  Empire  of  Russia.  The  relation 
of  the  colonies  and  mother  country  could  not  exist, 
from  the  nature  of  things,  under  whatever  aspect 
the  Government  of  Spain  might  asrume.      The 


2229 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2280 


Mat,  1820. 


Proceedinge. 


H.  opR. 


condition  of  Spain  was  no  reason  for  neglecting 
now  to  do  what  we  ought  to  have  done  long  ago. 
Every  thing,  on  the  contrary,  tended  to  prove  that 
this,  this  was  the  accepted  time. 

With  regard  to  the  form  of  his  proposition,  Mr. 
C.said,  all  he  wanted  was  to  obtain  an  expres- 
sion of  the  opinion  of  the  House  on  this  subject ; 
and  whether  a  Minister  should  be  authorized  to 
one  or  the  other  of  these  governments,  or  whether 
he  should  be  of  one  grade  or  of  another,  he  cared 
not.  This  Republic,  with  the  exception  of  the 
people  of  Soutn  America,  constituted  the  sole  de- 
pository of  |:K)litical  and  religious  freedoip ;  aiid 
can  it  DC  poj>sible,  said  he,  that  we  can  remain 
passive  spectators  of  the  struggle  of  those  people 
to  break  the  same  chains  which  once  bound  us? 
The  opinion  of  the  friends  of  freedom  in  Europe 
is,  that  our  policy  has  been  cold,  heartless,  and 
indifferent  towards  the  greatest  cause  which  could 
possibly  engage  our  affections  and  enlist  our  feel- 
ings in  its  behalf 

Mr.  C.  concluded  by  saying  that,  whatever  might 
be  the  decision  of  this  House  on  this  question,  pro- 
posing shortly  to  go  into  retirement  from  public 
life,  he  should  there  have  the  consolation  of  know- 
ing that  he  had  used  his  best  exertions  in  favor  of 
a  people  inhabiting  a  territory  calculated  to  con- 
tain as  many  souls  as  the  whole  of  Christendom 
besides,  whose  happiness  was  at  stake,  and  which 
it  was  in  the  power  of  this  Grovernment  to  do  so 
much  towards  securing. 

The  resolve  was  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Cook  moved  to  amend  the  resolve,  by  ad- 
ding: "and  that  it  is  expedient  to  provide  for  the 
occupation  of  East  and  West  Florida."  Where- 
upon, 

Mr.  CocKErequired  the  previous  question  (which 
precludes  all  debate  and  amendments.) 

Mr.  S.MiTH,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  lay 
the  subject  on  the  table ;  and  the  motion  was  neg- 
atived—112  to  42. 

The  previous  question  having  been  determined 
in  the  affirmative — 

The  main  question,  on  agreeing  to  the  said  first 
resolve,  as  above  stated,  was  decided  as  follows  : 

Yeas— Mesirs.  Allen  of  New  York,  Allen  of  Ten- 
neKee,   Arider«on,   Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Ball, 
Bateman,  Bcecher,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brown,  Bat- 
ler  of  Louisiana,   Campbell,    Cannon,    Case,  Clark, 
Cocke,     Crawford,     Croweli,    Culbreth,    Culpepper, 
Culhbert,  Darlington,  Dewitt,  Dowse,   Earle,  Fisher, 
Floyd,  Ford.  Fullerton,  Gross  of  New  York,  Guyon, 
Hacklej,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,   Hendricks,    Her- 
rick.   Hibshman,    Holroe«,  Hosteller,  Johnson,  Jones 
of  Virginia,  Jones   of  Tennessee,    Kinsey,    Kinsley, 
Linn,    Lyman,    McCreary,    McLean    of    Kentucky, 
Mallary,    Marcband,    Metcalf,   R.    Moore,    8.  Moore, 
Monell,    Murray,   Overslreet,    Parker    of    Massachu- 
setts,   Patterson,   Phelps,    Philson,   Pitcher,    Plumer, 
Richmond,    Robertson,    Rogers,    Rosa,   Shaw,  Sloan, 
SoQlbard,  Stevens,  Siorrs,   Tarr,  Tomlinson,   Tomp- 
kins, Tracy,   Trimble,    Walker,   Wallace,    Warfield, 
and  Williams  of  Virginia — 80. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,_Alexander,  Archer 
of  Maryland,  Baldwin,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Brush,  Bryan, 
Barton,  Burwell,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Clag- 
ett,  Cobb,  Cook,  Crafla,  Cushman,  Denniaon,  Eddy, 


Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania, 
Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Ervin.  Folger,  Foot, 
Forrest,  Fuller,  Garnett,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hall 
of  New  York.  Hardin,  Heiater,  Htil,  Kendall.  Kent, 
Little,  Livermore,  Lowndes,  Maclay,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Lane  of  Delaware,  Meigs,  Mercer,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Massachusetu,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker 
of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Pindall,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rich, 
Ringgold,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Silsbee, 
Simkias,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Smilh  of  North  Carolina,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont, 
Strong  of  New  York,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Terrell, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Van  Renwelaer,  Wen- 
doTer,  Whitman,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and 
WootI— 76. 

(After  Mr.  Clay  sat  down,  there  was  consid- 
erable debate  on  the  first  resolve,  the  second  being 
withdrawn.  Mr.  Sergeant,  in  particular,  spoke 
at  some  length  in  reply  to  parts  of  Mr.  Clay's 
speech.  Besides,  Messrs.  Stephens,  Lowndes, 
Nelson,  Williams,  Floyo,  Silsbee,  Thimble, 
Brosh,  Cook,  Brown,  Mercer,  Overstreet, 
and  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  took  part  in  the 
debate.  The  sketches  which  we  have  preserved 
were  not  perfect  enouch  to  justify  our  attempting 
a  report  of  them,  at  this  distant  day,  the  first  we 
have  been  able  to  devote  even  to  a  hasty  sketch  of 
Mr.  Clay's  remarks,  which  it  was  just  to  him,  as 
the  mover  of  the  resolution,  to  publish.  The  re- 
sult was,  the  adoption  of  the  first  proposition  above 
stated,  by  a  majority  of  five  votes,  in  the  House  of 
Representatives.  No  ulterior  proceeding,  however, 
tooK  place  in  regard  to  the  subject. — iAs.  Nat.  In.\ 


Thursday,  May  11.  ^ 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
ciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  entitled  "  An  act  to  limit  the  term  of  office 
of  certain  officers  therein  named,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  reported  the  same,  without  amendment, 
and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  S.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
also  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An 
act  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the  clerk  and  marshal 
of  the  district  court  of  the  United  Stales  for  the 
State  of  Louisiana,"  reported  the  same,  without 
amendment ;  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  S.  also  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  biiilding  an 
addition  to  the  custom-house  now  erecting  in  the 
citv  of  New  Orleans,  for  the  use  of  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana," without  amendment ;  and  it  was  laid  on 
the  table.  .  . 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  managers  appointed  on  tbe 
part  of  this  House,  to  attend  the  conference  with 
the  managers  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate, 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  an 
amendment  of  this  House  to  the  bdl  from  the 
Senate  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  city  of  Washington,  and  to  repeal  the 
acts  heretofore  passed  for  that  purpose,"  made  a 
report :  whereupon  the  House  agreed  to  recede 
I  from  their  first  amendment  to  the  said  bill,  and 
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agreed  to  the  amendnient  recommended  io  the 
lepoft  of  the  Committee  of  Conference. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  legal  representatives  of  Elisha  Win- 
ter and  William  Winter,  and  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  take  the 
examination  of  witnesses  by  commission,"  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act  to 
authorize  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  lay 
out  a  canal  in  the  State  of  Ohio,"  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  JFLoads  and  Ca- 
nals. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled  an  act  in  addition  to 
the  act  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1820," 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  SiMKiNS  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Hetoived,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  re- 
quested to  report  to  thii  House,  at  an  early  period  of 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  such  plan  or  plans  for  a 
^'avy  Peace  Establishoient  as  he  may  drem  expedi- 
ent, with  a  view  to  a  reduction  of  the  expenditures  of 
that  establishment. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House 
entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and  esublish  certain 
post  roads,  with  amendments ;"  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for 
the  further  prevention  of  the  crime  of  piracy. 

The  Committee  were  occupied  some  time  in 
discussing  the  details  of  this  bill  and  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  select  committee  of  this 
House. 

The  amendments  of  the  select  committee  were 
finally  all  agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  and,  with  the  bill, 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Foot  submitted  the  following  amendment 
to  the  standing  rules  and  orders  of  this  House,  to 
wit: 

"  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills  to  correct  any  error  in  date  in  any  engrossed 
or  enrolled  bills,  and  report  such  correction  to  the 
House." 

The  amendment  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
for  one  day. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
of  the  Senate,  informing  that  they  insist  on  their 
disagreement  to  the  first  amendment  proposed  by 
this  House,  to  the  bill  "  to  provide  for  clothing  the 
Army  of  the  United  States  in  domestic  manufac- 
tures, and  for  other  purposes."  Whereupon,  Mr. 
OoBB  moved  that  the  said  bill  be  postponed  inde- 
finitely ;  which  motion  was  negatived ;  and,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Mercek,  the  subject  was  then  or- 
dered to  lie  on  tbe  table. 

.  The  bill,  in  addition  to  the  general  appropria- 
tion law,  making  provision  for  a  small  additional 
appropriation  for  tne  pay  of  members  of  Congress, 


passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

ARMY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  "  respecting  the  Military  Establishment  of  the 
United  Slates."  ^ 

[The  provisions  of  this  bill  are  as  follows,  riz: 

Skc.  1.  That,  so  soon  ss  vacancies  shall  hsppen, 
the  Army  of  the  United  States  shall  be  commanded 
by  one  msjor  general  and  two  brigadier  generals  only ; 
and  that,  ifter  a  vacancy  shall  have  happened  in  the 
office  of  major  general,  no  more  than  one  adjutant  gen- 
eral, one  inspector  general,  and  one  deputy  quarter- 
master general,  shall  be  retained  in  service. 

Sxc.  2.  That  the  assistant  adjutant  general,  the  as- 
sistant inspector  general,  the  deputy  commiasiooers  of 
purchases,  the  regimental  quartermasters,  and  the 
clerks  in  the  office  of  the  adjutant  and  inspector  gen- 
eral, shall  be  dismissed  from  service. 

Sxc.  3.  That  the  company  officers  of  the  ordnance 
department  shall  be  transferred  to  the  corps  of  artillery, 
and  shall  hereafter  receive  the  pay  and  emoluments  of 
officera  of  that  corps  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
officers  of  the  corps  of  artillery,  when  detailed  for  that 
purpose,  to  perform  such  duties  as  shall  be  assigned  to 
them  in  providing,  distributing,  and  preserving  ord- 
nance and  ordnance  stores. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  field  officers  of  the  corps  of  artil- 
lery shall  consist  of  two  colonels,  two  lieutenant  colo- 
nels, and  four  majors. 

Sxc.  5.  That  one  half  of  the  monthly  pay  of  each 
non-commissioned  officer,  musician,  and  private  of 
the  army,  shall  be  retained  until  the  soldier  entitled 
thereto  shaU  have  been  honorably  discharged  from  ser- 
vice, or  shall  die  therein. 

Sxc.  6.  That  officers  of  the  army  shall,  while  on  fur- 
lough, be  entitled  to  half  pay  only,  and  no  other  emol- 
ument. 

Sic.  7.  That  officers,  of  whatever  grade,  ordered  to 
attend  courts  martial,  or  to  travel  on  any  other  occa- 
sion, not  requiring  a  change  of  residence,  shall  be  al- 
lowed  cents  per  mile  for  travelling,  instead  of  an 

allowance  for  the  transportation  of  baggage.J 

The  first  section  of  this  bill  being  read — 
Mr.  CocKE  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  striking 
out  the  first  section,  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  a 
provision  that,  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
act,  the  army  shall  be  commanded  by  one  briga- 
dier general,  and  there  shall  be  retained  in  the  ser- 
vice no  more  than  one  adjutant  general,  one  io- 
I  spector  general,  and  one  quartermaster  general. 
j      In  connexion  with  this  motion,  should  it  be 
I  agreed  to,  Mr.  C.  proposed  to  add  another  new 
j  .section  to  the  bill,  the  purpose  of  which  was  to 
,  abolish  the  ofl5ce  of  adjutant  and  inspector  gen- 
j  eral,  and  that  the  duties  of  the  office  shall  hereaf- 
I  ter  be  performed  by  an  officer  of  no  higher  grade 
I  than  captain  ;    and  that  the  assistant    adjutants 
;  and  inspectors  general  shall  be  dismissed  from  the 
i  service. 

j      The  question  being  stated  on  the  first  of  these 

I  amendments — 

I  Messrs.  fiKusH,  Simk.u«s,  and  Cloomfiku), 
opposed  the  amendment,  and  Mr.  Cockb  sup- 
ported it 
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ble,  with 


moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
a  view  to  enable  him  to  offer  for  con- 


sideration sundry  propositions,  to  the  following 

effect : 

1.  That  a  retrenchment  of  the  expenses  of  tbe  Gov- 
ernment ought  to  be  made  in  all  instances,  where  the 
public  service  will  permit. 

2.  That  it  is  expedient  to  create  a  Naval  Peace 
Establishment.  :..j. 

3.  That  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  ought  to 
be  reduced  to  six  thousand  men,  rank  and  file. 

4.  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  cause 
plans  of  reduction,  on  the  plan  of  these  resolutions,  to 
be  laid  before  Congress  at  the  next  session. 

Mr.  Trkmble  elucidated  and  explained  his  views 
at  considerable  length. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  was  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  and 
was  negatived. 

The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  Cocke'b  pro- 
posed amendment — 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  spoke  at 
considerable  length  in  support  of  it. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, and  Mr.  Brush,  spoke 
against  the  amendment,  but  generally  in  favor  of 
the  original  bill ;  and  Mr.  Williams,  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Mr.  Floyo,  in  support  of  it. 

On  the  Question,  Mr.  Cocke's  amendment  was 
negatived  by  a  vote  of  65  to  42. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved 
to  amend  the  first  section  of  the  bill  so  as  to  make 
it  effective  from  the  time  of  its  passage,  and  exclu- 
sive of  the  contingency  of  resignations. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Simkinb 
and  JoHNso.N,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Cobb. 

Mr.  Clay  then  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
ble, to  give  him  an  opportunity  to  move  the  re- 
solve, which  will  be  found  below. 

The  laying  the  bill  on  the  table  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Warfield,  Cannox, and  Floyd;  but  was 
agreed  to— 63  to  59. 

Mr.  Clay  then  submitted  a  resolution,  which, 
being  immediately  amended,  stood  in  the  follow- 
ing lorm  : 

Retolvtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
report  to  this  House,  at  the  commencement  of  tbe  next 
aeasion  of  Congress,  a  plan  for  tbe  reduction  of  the 
army  to  six  thousand  officers,  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, musicians,  and  privates,  and  preserving  such 
parts  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  as,  in  his  <opini(>n, 
without  regard  to  that  number,  it  may  be  for  the  pub- 
lic interest  to  retain  ;  and,  also,  what  saving  of  the 
public  revenue  will  be  produced  by  such  an  arrange- 
ment of  the  army  as  he  may  propoae  in  conformity  to 
this  resolution.  ■  ,' 

After  some  few  remarks  from  different  gentle- 
men, this  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SiMKiNS  then  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, the  subject  thereof  being  in  a  manner 
connected,  as  he  had  observed,  with  that  just 
agreed  to : 

Rt^olved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  re- 
quested to  report  to  this  House,  at  an  early  period  of 
the  next  session,  such  plan  or  plans  for  a  Navy  Peace 
EsUblishment  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  with  a 
view  to  a  reduction  of  the  expenditures  of  that  estab- 
lishment. 


On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  resolve,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative— 60  to  49. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  then  rose,  and  reported  to  the  House  the 
resolution,  which  had  been  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend  the 
resolve,  by  striking  out  the  word  "  officers,"  so  as 
to  leave  the  number  six  thousand,  exclusive  of 
officers.     This  motion  was  agreed  to — 58  to  52. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolinaj  moved  fur- 
ther to  amend  this  resolve,  by  inserting  after  the 
word  "  men,"  the  words  "  including  such  redac- 
tion of  the  general  staff  required  by  the  state  of  the 
army  as  herein  proposed ;"  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SiMKiNS  then  renewed  the  motion  which 
he  had  made  when  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd,  it  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 


Friday,  May  12. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  granting  to  the  State 
of  Ohio  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  quar- 
ter sections  of  land,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and 
Revolutionary  Claims  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  all  such  matters  and  things 
to  them  referred  during  the  present  session,  and 
upon  which  they  have  not  reported,  and  that  they 
lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  l^al  rep- 
resentatives of  Elisha  Winter  and  William  Win- 
ter, and  the  Attorney  General,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  to  take  the  examination  of  wit- 
nesses by  commission,"  be  discharged  froin  tbe  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof,  and  that  it  lie  on  the 
table. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  also  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Gabriel  Berzat,  deceased,"  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  thereof,  and  that  it  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  ^ 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Peoria,  in  the  State 
of  Illinois,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  CocKE,  from  the  Committee  on  MUitary 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  containing  the  proceedings  of 
the  court  martial  on  the  trial  of  William  King, 
colonel  of  the  fotirth  regiment  of  infantry,  made  a 
report,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table. 
Ordered   That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
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to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  an  account  of 
the  annual  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  De- 
partment for  Indian  Affairs  within  the  District  of 
Columbia,  from  its  commencement  to  the  present 
time,  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof,  and  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
several  matters  and  things  to  thera  referred  during 
the  present  session,  and  upon  which  they  have  not 
reported  ;  and  that  they  severally  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WooDBRiDOE,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  inquire  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what,  fur- 
ther provision  mav  be  necessary  to  give  effect  to 
the  provisions  of  tne  treaty  made  at  Brownstown, 
in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  made  a  report,  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
transmitting  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Land 
Commissioners  at  St.  Helena,  and  a  copy  of  their 
list  of  actual  settlers,  dated  24th  December,  1819, 
and  17th  March,  1820;  which  letter,  and  its  ac- 
companying documents,  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  the  House  proceeded 
to  consider  the  following  proposition,  submitted 
yesterdav  bv  him,  viz  : 

"  Reaotvea,  That  the  following  be  aJdeJ  to  the  stand- 
ing rule*  and  orders  of  this  House  :  It  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Comnoittee  on  Enroiied  Bills  to  correct  any  error 
in  date  in  any  engrossed  or  enrolled  bills,  and 
•uch  correction  to  the  House." 


report 


And  the  said  proposition  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and  establish  certain 
post  roads,"  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbitt ;"  in  which  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Two  Messages  were  received  from  the  Presi- 
OBNT  or  the  UiMTEn  States  : 

The  first  of  said  Messages  was  read,  and  is  as 
follows : 

To  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  Repreteniative*  : 

I  commanicate  to  CongreM  translationa  of  letters 
from  the  Minister  of  Spain  to  the  SecreUry  of  Bute, 
received  since  my  message  of  the  9th  instant. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Wasbixotoh,  May  12,  1820. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 

The  other  Message  was  then  read,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  .■ 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  document  pre- 
pared in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
the  14ih  ultimo,  on  the  subject  of  claims  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States  for  Spanish  spoliations  upon  their 
property  and  commerce. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
WA»HiH6T03r,  Afay  12,  1820. 


The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  again  proceeded  to  consider  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post 
roads;"  and  the  amendments  were  concurred  in 
by  the  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbitt,"  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend 
the  act,  entitled  'An  act  authorizing  the  employ- 
ment of  additional  naval  force,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  "resolution  authorizing  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  to  negotiate  with  for- 
eign Governments  on  the  means  of  effecting  an 
entire  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs,  the  bill  to  incorpo- 
rate the  President  and  Managers  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society  was  postponed  until  the  first 
day  of  the  next  ses.sion  of  Congress. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  to  continue  in  force 
an  act  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  punish  the  crime  of  piracy,  and  also 
to  make  further  provision  for  punishing  the  crime 
of  piracy,"  was  read  the  third  time,  as  yesterday 
amended  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Mercer,  and  was 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence 
m  the  amendment,  after  refusing  to  agree  to  a 
motion  of  Mr.  Rich  to  recommit  the  same.   -  "'• 


THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 


•*,     i 


Mr.  EowARns,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  that 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  punish  the  crime  of  piracy  ;"  the 
bill  to  incorporate  the  President  and  Managers  of 
the  American  Colonization  Society,  and  the  reso- 
lutions authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  negotiate  with  foreign  Governments  on 
the  means  of  effecting  an  entire  abolition  of  the 
African  slave  trade,  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof;  and,  the  question  being  taken 
thereon,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  KnwAROs  then  moved  that  the  said  resolu- 
tions lie  on  the  table.  ..  .^  ir: » 

A  division  of  the  question  on  that  motion  was 
called  for ;  and,  on  the  question  Shall  the  first  of 
the  said  resolutions,  which  is  in  the  following 
words,  lie  on  the  table?  to  wit:  i 

Resolved,  Tbkt  the  President  of  the  United  Statea 
be  requested  to  negotiite  with  all  the  Governments 
where  Ministers  of  the  United  Statea  are  or  Khali  b« 
accredited,  on  the  means  of  effecting  an  entire  and 
immediate  abolition  of  the  rlave  trade. 

And  determined  in  the  negative,  yeas  35,  nays 
78,  as  follows : 

^  «A8 — Messrs  Adams,  Alexander,   Anderson,   Ar- 
cher of  Marylafid,  Ball,  Boden,  Brevard.  Buffum,  Bur- 
well,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Bullerof  Louisiana, 
Cobb,  CrsfU,  Culbreth,  Dennison,  Eddy,  Edwards  of 
North  Carolina,    Folger,    Hill,    Hosteller,  Johnson, 
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JoBce  of  VirgiDia,  Kent,  Liwermore,  Lowndes,  McCoy, 
Newton,  Parker  of  Virfinia»  Phelpa,  Phileon,  Rhea, 
Rom.  Simkina,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Stevens. 

Nats— Messrs.  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baldwin,  Bate- 
man,  Beerher,  Bloomfield,  Brush,  Campbell,  Case, 
Clagett,  Clark.  Cocke,  Cook,  Crawford,  Culpeper, 
Cushman,  Cotbbert,  Darlington,  Dickinson,  Edwards 
of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Floyd, 
Foot,  Fullerton,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hall  of  New 
York,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibshman,  Hei*ter,  Jones 
ofTennenee,  Kendall,  Kinaey,  Kinsley,  Little,  Linn, 
Maclay,  McCreary,  MrLane  of  Delaware,  Meigs, 
Mercer,  R.  Moore  S.  Moore,  Monell,  Murray,  Over- 
street,  Parker  of  Massacbusetu,  Patterson,  Pindall, 
Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rich,  Rogers,  Russ,  Sampson,  Saw- 
yer, Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey, 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Southard,  Storrs,  Street, 
Strong  of  New  York,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Tomltnson, 
Tompkins,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Van 
Renaaclaer,  Wallace,  Warfield,  Wendover,  Whitman, 
Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Carolina, 
and  Wood. 

The  question  was  then  taken.  Shall  the  second 
resolution  (which  is  in  the  following  words)  lie  on 
the  table?  viz: 

Rtsolvfd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  enter  into  a  stipulation  or  formal  de- 
claration with  the  several  maritime  Powers,  recognis- 
ing the  independence  and  permanent  neutrality  of  any 
colony  of  the  free  people  of  color  of  the  United  Statea 
which  bhall  be  established  on  the  western  coast  of 
Africa : 

And  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  also  taken,  Shall  the 
third  resolution  (which  is  in  the  following  words) 
lie  on  the  table  ?  viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested,  in  such  use  as  be  may  deem  it  expedient 
to  make  of  the  public  ships  of  the  United  States,  to 
afford  every  aid,  not  inconsistent  with  the  public  wel- 
fare, to  the  efforts  of  the  American  Society  for  colo- 
nizing the  free  people  of  color  of  the  United  States 
upon  the  western  coast  of  Africa  : 

■:  And  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Brush  then  moved  that  the  first  resolution 
be  postponed  to  the  next  session  of  Congress; 
which  motion  was  negatived. 

The  first  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brush  the  second  resolution 
was  postponed  to  the  next  session. 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 

'^  The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  borrow  9  sum  of  money  for  the  use  of 
the  Government. 

Mr.  LowNUEs  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  out  that  part  of  it  which  authorizes  the 
loan  to  be  taken  for  an  extended  time,  at  an  inter- 
est of  five  per  cent.,  so  as  to  leave  the  loan  to  be 
taken  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  six  percent.,  and  re- 
deemable at  the  pleasure  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  L.  was  of  opinion  that  there  was  occasion, 
in  the  present  circumstances  of  the  country,  to  tie 
up  the  Government  from  redeeming  this  loan  when 


they  should  choose ;  and  that  it  would  be  setting 
a  bad  example  to  begin  now,  in  a  time  of  peace, 
to  borrow  money,  and  make  the  loan  so  long  irre- 
deemable. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  opposed  the  motion. 
He  was  well  informed,  he  said,  that,  on  the  terms 
proposed  by  the  bill,  the  loan  could  be  obtained 
at  five  per  cent.;  and  he  thought  it  desirable  to  ob- 
tain a  loan  at  five  per  cent,  to  pay  off  a  debt  on 
which  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  was  now  paid. 
The  owners  of  the  Mississippi   stock,   so  far  as^ 
they  had  claims  on  the  Government,  would,  par- 
haps,  invest  the  whole  in  this  loan.     He  was  not 
moved  by  the  pride  of  opinion,  in  opposing  this 
motion,  but  he  believed  tnat  the  substantial  inter- 
est of  the  country  required  the  commencement  of 
a  system  of  loans  at  the  interest  of  five  per  cent., 
and  he  was  told  that  this  was  a  favorable  time  for 
doing  it. 

Mr.  LowNOEs  said,  he  was  not  willing  that  the 
Government  should  be  debarred,  by  its  own  act, 
from  making  use  of  its  unappropriated  lands,  at 
any  time,  in  the  redemption  of  temporary  loans 
like  this.  If  the  Government  should  have  money 
thus  lying  idle,  the  gentleman  would  see  that  they 
would  lose  by  it  in  one  month  what  they  would 
gain  in  twelve  months  by  the  difference  of  the  rate 
of  interest.  We  ought  not  to  set  the  example  of 
creating,  in  time  of  peace,  a  debt  which  it  would 
be  out  of  the  power  of  the  Government  to  extin- 
guish at  its  pleasure. 

Mr.  Smith  said  that,  if  he  could  believe  that  in 
one  or  two  years  the  Treasury  would  be  in  the 
condition  the  gentleman  supposed,  he  should  not, 
perhaps,  object  to  the  proposed  amendment.  But 
he  had  no  expectation  tnat  such  would  be  the 
result. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved 
to  strike  out  three  millions,  (the  proposed  amount 
of  the  loan,)  and  in  lieu  thereof^  insert  two  mil- 
lions. [This  motion  was  declared  not  to  be  in  or- 
der, the  House  having  already  changed  the  amount 
from  two  to  three  millions.]  Mr.  W.  then  moved 
to  strike  out  three  millions,  and  insert,  in  lieu  there- 
of, two  and  a  half  millions. 

Mr.  W.  said,  he  had  made  this  motion  on  the 
ground  that  he  had  no  idea  that  we  should  be  able 
to  keep  in  the  Treasury  a  million  of  dollars  for 
contingencies.  He  had  no  wish,  he  said,  that  Gov- 
ernment should  ever  have  a  dollar  in  the  Treai- 
ury  more  than  was  necessary  for  the  authorized 
expenditure;  believing  that  the  expenditure  would 
keep  pace  with  the  money  in  the  Treasury.  If 
more  money  should  be  necessary,  the  President 
had  it  always  in  his  power  to  convene  Congress 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  it. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  he  should  oppose 
the  motion,  though  he  believed  it  not  very  mate- 
rial. If  the  money  was  not  wanted,  it  would  not 
be  borrowed.  The  bill  contained  no  absolute  in- 
junction to  borrow,  but  an  authority  to  borrow  if 
necessary.  Mr.  S.  made  a  statement  to  show  that, 
even  if  the  whole  amount  of  three  millions  of  the 
loan  should  be  borrowed,  it  would  not  increase  the 
debt  of  the  country,  inasmuch  as,  besides  the  out- 
standing Mississippi  stock,  there  was  $2,800,000  of 
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the  principal  of  the  public  debt  to  be  paid  off  this 
year. 

Mr.  Little  sagfested,  that  calling  Congress 
would  not  be  a  very  economical  process  for  effect- 
ing what  could  so  easily  be  effected  now,  by  leav- 
ing the  bill  as  it  stands. 

Mr.  Floyd  made  a  few  remarks  in  faror  of  the 
motion,  and  then  the  motion  was  negatived. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading — the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  CoccE,  but  not  sustained  by  a  sufficient 
number. 

The  bill  respecting  the  enlistment  of  seamen  for 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  was  then  taken  up, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
'  The  bill  from  the  Senate,  providing  fpr  the  re- 
lief of  sick  and  disabled  seamen,  passed  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Several  amendments  were  recommended  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  among  which 
was  the  striking  out  two  sections  of  the  bill  pro- 
viding for  erecting  an  hospital  at  New  Orleans, 
and  appropriating  money  for  purchasing  a  build- 
ing for  the  same  purpose  at  Savannah.  This  ques- 
tion gave  rise  to  considerable  debate,  being  warmly 
opposed  by  Mr.  Bdtler,  of  Louisiana,  and  Mr. 
CoTHBnRT,  but  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 
A  new  section  was  also  added,  authorizing  and 
requiring  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  cause  to 
be  deducted,  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  cents  per 
month,  from  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  seamen  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purposes  of 
this  bill. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  rend  a 
third  tune. 

SMALL  VESSELS  OF  WAR. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  authorizing  the  build- 
ing of  certain  small  vessels  of  war,  passed  through 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  after  being  amended, 
so  as  to  reduce  the  number  from  seven  to  five. 

[The  object  of  these  vessels  is  to  protect  the 
revenue,  and  pursue  pirates,  &c.,  in  the  waters  of 
our  Southern  coast,  which  are  too  shallow  to  be 
navigated  by  the  vessels  now  in  service.] 

The  bill  was  opnosed  by  Mr.  Cannon,  as  unne- 
cessary, and  also  because  the  cost  of  the  vessel 
($60,000)  was  not  to  be  taken  from  the  moneys 
already  appropriated  for  repairs.  It  was  supported 
by  Messrs.  Silsbee,  Johnson,  and  Newton,  on 
the  ground  of  its  being  required  for  the  security  of 
the  revenue,  and  the  detection  of  smugglers  and 
pirates. 

The  (question  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading,  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays 
—78  votes  to  37,  as  follows : 

Y«A8 — Messrs.  Abbot,  Allen  of  N.  York,  Anderson, 
Archer  of  Md.,  Archer  of  Virginis,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Ball, 
Bateman,  Bloomfield,  Brush,  Burton,  Butler  of  Louisi- 
ana, Case,  Cobb,  Crawford,  Culbreth,  Culpeper,  Cash- 
man,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Dennison,  Dickinson,  Earle, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North  Car- 
olina, Fisher,  Floyd,  Folger,  Fullerton,  Hill,  Hosteller, 
Johnson,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Kinsley,  Little, 
LWermore,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  McCoy,  McLane  of  Del- 
aware, Meigs,  Mercer,  8.  Moore,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Massachnseiu,  Newton,  Parker  of  Massach'ta,  Phefpa, 


Pinckney,  Pitcher,  Plamer,  Raakin,  Rieb,  Rogers, 
Sampson,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Smith  o(  N.  iwmj.  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Stevens,  Storrs, 
I  Street.  Strong  of  New  York,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Ter- 
rell, Torapkins,  Trimble,  Wallace,  Warfield,  Wend^- 
ver.  Whitman,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Boden, 
Bryan,  Buffum,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Foot, 
Forrest,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hendricks,  Herrick, 
Hibshman,  Heister,  Kendall,  Kinaey,  Linn,  Maclay, 
McCreary,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  Murray,  Overatreet,  Pat* 
tersoa,  Philson,  Pindall,  Kendall,  Rhea,  Ruse,  Sawyer, 
Sloan.  Southard,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Tucker  of  S.  Caro- 
lina, Walker,  and  Williams  of  North  Caroliaa. 

The  bill  was  subsequently  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

NAVIGATION  LAW. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  supplementary  to  the 
bill  commonly  called  tke  Navigation  Law,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  where  it  was 
decidedly  supported  by  Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  Clat, 
and  Mr.  Foot. 

The  vote  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading  was  decided  affirmatively  by  yeas 
and  nays — 94  to  25,  as  follows  : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  N.  York, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland, 
Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Bateman,  Bloomfield,  Bre- 
vard, Brash,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butier  ef 
Louisiana,  Caropbell,  Cannon,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Crails, 
Crawford,  Culbreth,  Culpeper,  Cushman,  Cuthbert, 
Dickinson,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Ed- 
wards of  North  Carolina,  Fisber,  Floyd,  Folger,  Foot, 
Fullerton,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hall  of  New  York, 
Hibshman,  Heister,  Hill,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kent, 
Kinaley,  Little,  Linn,  Livermore,  Lowndes,  Lyman, 
Maclay,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Meigs,  Mer- 
cer, Metcalf,  8.  Moore,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Mas- 
sacbnsetts,  Newton,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Massschn- 
setts,  Pindall,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Rhea,  Rich, 
Rogers,  Ross,  Sampson,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Simkins, 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Msryland,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Strong  of 
Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Swearingen,  Taylor, 
Terrell.  Tompkins,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Van  Rensselaer,  Walker,  Wallace,  Warfield, 
Wendover,  Whitman,  Williams  of  North  Carolina, 
and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Boden,  Biu- 
well,  Clark,  Cocke,  Darlington,  Dennison,  Forrest, 
Garnett,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hostetter,  Johnson,  Kin- 
sey,  McCoy,  R.  Moore,  Patterson,  Philson,  Pincknej, 
Sawyer,  Sloan,  Street,  and  Williams  of  Virginia. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and  paeced. 

»  '        Seven  o'clock.  P.  M. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  reservation  of 
timber  lands  for  naval  purposes ;  the  bill  to  con- 
tinue in  force  the  act  to  provide  for  persons  disa- 
bled by  known  wounds  in  the  Revolutionary  war : 
and  the  bill  to  provide  for  repairing  the  Gieneral 
Poit  Office  building, — passed  through  Committees 
of  the  Whole,  and  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Hall,  (late 
Margaret  McKenzie,)  passed  through  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
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The  bill  designating  the  ports  within  which  only 
foreign-armed  vessels  shall  be  permitted  to  enter ; 
the  bill  to  increase  the  number  of  clerks  in  the 
War  Department ;  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Richard  S.  Hackley, — severally  passed  through 
Committees  of  the  Whole,  and  were  ordered  lo  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  treaty  lately  concluded  with  the  Chippe- 
wa nation  of  Indians,  passed  through  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of 
the  peace  in  the  recovering  of  debts  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and 
Austin  L.  Sands,  legal  representatives  of  Rich- 
ardson Sand;",  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Rhea  moved  that  the  said  bill  be  postponed 
indefinitely ;  but,  before  this  question  was  decided, 
about  10  o'clock  the  House  adjourned. 


Satdroay,  May  13. 
Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Accounts,  to  whom  was  referred  the  re- 
port of  the  Speaker,  and  his  account,  with  the 
voucher  in  support  thereof,  respecting  the  expen- 
ditures for  furnishing  the  hall  and  offices  of  the 
Hou.se  of  Representatives,  made  a  report ;  which 
was  read,  and  the  resolution  and  order  therein 
contained  were  concurred  in  by  the  House  as  fol- 
lows, viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  House  doth  approve  of  the  said 
expenditure,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  twenty-four 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  teven  dollars  thirty-seven 
and  a  half  cents,  snd  that  it  be  certified  to  the  Treas- 
ury accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims, 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals, 
and  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  sever- 
ally, be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  all  such  matters  and  things  to  them  respectively 
referred  durmg  the  present  session,  and  upon 
which  they  have  not  reported. 

Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  appointment 
of  Commissioners  to  lay  out  a  canal  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment; 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
to  which  is  committed  the  bill  providing  for  the 
preservation  and  repair  of  the  Cumberland  Road. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Metcalf, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  obtain  all  the  in- 
formation he  can,  and  to  lay  before  this  House,  as 
soon  as  may  be  practicable,  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  the  quantity 
of  land  sold  under  the  provisions  of  the  law  passed 
on  the  27ih  day  of  April,  1820,  entitled  "An  act 
making  further  provision  for  the  sale  of  the  pub- 
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lie  lands."  And,  also,  the  name  of  etch  pur- 
chaser; the  number  of  acres  sold  to  each  indi- 
vidual, or  company,  or  body  corporate;  the  sum, 
per  acre,  for  which  the  same  was  iold ;  and  to  dis- 
tinguish that  which  shall  be  sold  at  private  from 
that  which  is  sold  at  public  sale. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit:  An  act  granting  lo  the  State  of  Ohio  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  quarter  sections  of 
lands ;  and  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  village  of  Peoria,  in  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois; were  severally  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  relief  for 
sick  and  disabled  seamen  was  read  a  third  time, 
as  amended,  and  passed.  [The  bill,  as  it  stands, 
contains  provisions  (they  having  been  reinstated) 
for  the  erection  of  a  hospital  at  New  Orleans,  and 
of  another  at  Savannah.] 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit: 
An  act  to  amend  the  act  making  reservation  of 
certain  public  lands  to  supply  timber  for  naval 
purposes;  An  act  designating  the  ports  within 
which  only  foreign  armed  vessiels  shall  be  permit- 
ted to  enter;  An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in 
force  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  per- 
sons who  were  disabled  by  known  wounds  received 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  for  other  purposes ;" 
An  act  providing  for  repairing  the  roof  of  the 
General  Post  Office,  and  to  procure  an  engine  for 
the  protection  of  the  said  building ;  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Richard  S.  Hackley;  and  an  act  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  clerks  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment; were  severally  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ebe- 
nezer Stevens  and  Austin  L.  Sands,  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Richardson  Sands,  deceased,  and 
others:"  whereupon,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Tench  Francis,  deceased."  The  bill  was  re- 
ported without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  third  time  to-day.  It  was  accordingly  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Hall,  late 
McKenzie,  was  taken  up,  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing, and  subsequently  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Newsom,  Peter 
Crooks,  and  James  Rabb;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Conrad  Laub;  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Governor 
of  the  State  of  Illinois  to  obtain  certain  abstracts 
of  land  from  certain  public  offices ;  the  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  expense  of  surveying  certain  parts 
of  the  coast  of  North  Carolina;  severally  passed 
through  Committees  of  the  Whole,  were  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  were  sub- 
sequently read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  continue  in  force 
the  act  "  to  provide  for  reports  of  decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Court,"  passed  tnrough  the  usual  forms, 
and  was  read  a  third  tinaej  and  finally  passed ;  as 
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also  did  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  altering  the 
times  of  holding  the  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  Western  District  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Hunter  passed 
'through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bills  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Rich- 
ard Smyth,  and  for  the  relief  of  Ambrose  Vasse, 
passed  through  the  usual  forms,  and  were  read  a 
third  time,  and  finally  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Thos. 
Lei  per  passed  through  the  usual  forms,  being  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Rhea,  and  supported  by  Messrs. 
Sergeant  and  Maclay,  and  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  finally  passed. 

The  bills  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Rich- 
ard O'Brien  and  James  L.  Cathcart,  passed 
through  Committees  of  the  Whole,  and  were  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed — the  latter  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
•'the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
**An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  President,  Directors, 
and  Company,  of  the  Merchants'  Bank  of  New- 
port, in  Rhode  Island  ;  the  bill  was  reported  with- 
out atnendment,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  confirming  certain  claims 
to  land  in  the  State  of  Illinois ;  which  was  re- 
ported without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time  to-day,  which  was 
subsequently  done  and  the  bill  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a  lighthouse 
on  one  of  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  near  Portsmouth,  in 
New  Hampshire."  The  bill  was  reported  with 
amendments;  which  were  concurrea  in  by  the 
House,  and  the  amendments  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  to-day. 
The  bill  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed  as  amended. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be  amended,  by  adding 
thereto,  "  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  that  the 
Clerk  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith,  and  request 
their  concurrence  in  the  said  amendments. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
Georcus  F.  Strother,  resigning  his  seat  as  one 
of  the  IRepresentatives  for  the  State  of  Virginia  ; 
Which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
^^  The  House  piroceeded  to  consider  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Tho- 
itiki  Hunter  |"  whereupon,  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time  to-day.  It  was  accordingly 
tead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  report  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
liext  session  of  Congress,  what  alterations  or  mod- 
ifications, if  any,  are  required  in  the  several  acts 
of  Congress,  fixing  the  fees  and  emoluments  of 
the  collectors  of  the  customs,  naval  officers,  and 
•urveyors  of  the  customs ;  and,  also,  a  plan  for 
compensating  such  officers  according  to  the  ser- 
Tices  respectively  performed  by  them. 
The  bill  making  appropriations  for  carrying  into 


effect  the  treaty  lately  concluded  with  the  Chip- 
pewa nation  or  Indians,  passed  through  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  commis- 
sioners to  lay  out  the  road  therein  mentioned." 
The  bill  was  reported  with  amendments,  which 
were  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  Shall  the  amend- 
ments be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  ? 
and  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  74,  nays  35, 
as  follows  :  •'*^  .•^' 

TiAS — Messrs.  .Mien  of  New  York,  AncTerson, 
Baker,  Baldwin,  Btteman,  Beecbcr,  Bloomfield, 
Boden,  Brush,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butter  of 
Louisiana,  Campbell,  Cook,  Crafts,  Crowell,  Cush- 
man,  CuthberL,  Darlington,  Dennison,  Dowse,  Earte, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Fullerton,  Hen* 
dricks,  Herriek,  Rib«hman,  Hill,  Hostetter,  Kinsej, 
Little,  Linn,  Livermore,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maclay, 
Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monell,  Moselej,  Murray, 
Neale,  Newton,  Parker  of  Mass.,  Patterson,  Philson, 
Pinckney.  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Rich,  Ringgold, 
Rogers,  Ross,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Southard,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York, 
Sweariogen,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Warfield,  Wendover,  Whitman, 
and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Arcberof  Mary- 
land, Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball,  Buffum,  Burton,  Caae, 
Clagett,  Clark,  Cobb,  Crawford,  Culpeper,  Edwards 
of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd 
Folger.  Foot,  Forrest,  Garnett,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania, 
Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Heister, 
Johnson,  Kinsley,  McCreary,  Meig»,  Nelson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Rhea,  Ross,  Sawyer,  Tompkins,  Williams  of 
Virginia,  and  Williama  of  North  Carolina. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  read  a  third  time 
to-day.  It  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

.     _        LOAN  BILL. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  borrow  three 
millions  of  dollars,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was 
read  the  third  time ;  and  the  question  was  taken, 
Shall  the  bill  pass?  and  it  passed  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  75,  nays  30,  as  follows : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alien  o(  New  York, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland, 
Ball,  Bateraan,  Beecher,  Brevard,  Brush,  Bryan,  Buf- 
fum, Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Loui«>iuna, 
Case,  Ctagett,  Cook,  Culbreth,  Casbman,  Cntbbert, 
Dennison,  Dowse,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connectieot, 
Floyd,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Fullerton,  Gross  of 
Pennsylvania,  Heister,  Hill,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Ten- 
nessee. Kinsley.  Little,  LovnidM,  Msclay,  McCreary, 
Meigs,  8.  Moore,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Masi>a- 
chuaetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  of  Mas- 
sachuBctts,  Pattersou,  Phelps,  Philson,  Pinckney,  Pit- 
cher, Rankin,  Rhea,  Rich,  Rogers,  Sampson,  Sergeant, 
Silsbee,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Street,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Tarr,  Taylor.  Tomlinaon,  Tompkins,  Trimble, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  WUIiama  of 
Virginia,  and  Wood. 
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Natb — MeasTs.  Adama,  Baldwin,  Boden,  Burton, 
Borwell,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts, 
Culpeper,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of 
North  Carolina,  Hendricks,  Hostetter,  Kendall,  Kin- 
feey.  Lino,  Livermore,  McCoy,  Metcalf^  Plumer,  Roas, 

-431oan,  Southard,  Storrs,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Tucker 
of  South  Carolina,  Walker,  and  Williams  of  North 
Carolina. 

,     So  the  bill  was  passed. 

TONN.\GE  DUTY  ON  FRENCH  SHIPS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  impose  a  new  ton- 
nage duty  on  French  ships  and  vessels. 

[The  first  section  of  the  bill  provides  that,  in  lieu  of 
the  tonnage  duty  now  paid  on  French  ships  or  vessels, 
there  shall  be  paid  a  duty  of  eighteen  dollars  per  ton, 
4>n  all  French  ships  or  vessels  which  shall  be  entered 
in  the  United  States,  any  act  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
atanding:  Pruvided,  however.  That  nothing  contained 
in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  the  ex- 
tension of  the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  repeal  so  much  of  the  several  acts  imposing  duties 
on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and  veasels,  and  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United 
States,  as  imposes  a  discriminating  duty  on  tonnage 
between  foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  between  the  goods  imported  into  the  Uni- 
■ted  Siatas  in  foreign  vestels,  and  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  to  French  ships  and  veasels,  and  the 
goods  imported  therein,  whenever  the  Government  of 
Prance  shall  accede  to  the  provisioos  of  the  act  above 
referred  to. 

Sac.  2.  That  the  tonnage  duty  laid,  and  directed  to 
be  paid  by  this  act,  shall  be  collected  and  paid  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to 
regulate  the  collection  of  dutiea  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage," pasned  the  second  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
•even  hundred  and  ninety-nine. 

Sic.  3.  That  this  act  shall  commence,  and  be  in 
force,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  July,  one  thous- 
and eight  hundred  and  twenty.] 

Mr.  Newton,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
-ti  Commerce,  gave  a  brief  exposition  of  the  causes 
^hich  rendered  expedient  the  passage  of  this  bill. 
.■*rhe  documents  laid  before  Congress  on  the  sub- 
.'^ect,  he  said,  showed  that  all  attempts  at  neeotia- 
^iion  on  it  had  failed.    The  policy  of  the  United 
*6tates  had  been  just  and  liberal.     We  had  offered 
"every  thing  that  could  be  offered,  on  terms  of  reci- 
procity, to  induce  France  to  abandon  her  policy,  so 
.'injurious  to  our  commercial  and  navigating  inter- 
rest.     We  had  offered  her  the  same  terms  as  had 
^hten  accepted  by  Ru.ssia,  by  the  Netherlands,  and 
by  the  Hanseatic  cities;  but  we  had  offered  it  in 
▼ain. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  was  very  sorry  that  it  became  his 

'.iluty  now  to  advocate  a  policy  which  was  abhor- 

^rent  to  his  mind — that  of  restrictions  on  commerce. 

Ht  was  happy  that  our  Government  had  shown 

to  the  nations  of  the  world  the  example  of  placing 

C' commerce  on  the  most  liberal  footing ;   but,  as 

iFrance  had  refused  to  reciprocate  that  liberality, 

it  has  now  become  our  imperious  duty  to  come 

-  back,  in  regard  to  France,  to  the  policy  which  she 

".iKTself  pursues.     In  consequence  of  her  illiberality, 

in  this  respect,  we  are  compelled  to  resort  to  the 


measure  now  under  consideration.  She  is  now  in 
possession  of  a  positive  advantage  over  us,  by  lier 
regulations.  Will  she  voluntarily  give  it  up?  It 
has  been  already  shown  that  she  will  not ;  and 
she  will  continue  to  refuse  to  give  it  up,  until  she 
finds  that,  by  persisting  in  it,  she  has  bubjected  her 
own  commerce  to  inconvenience.  In  order,  there- 
fore, to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
between  this  time  and  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, to  negotiate  with  the  French  Governmoot 
to  some  effect,  it  was  necessary  to  pass  this  bill. 
There  is  in  the  bill  a  provision  that,  if  the  French 
Government  feels  disposed  to  enlarge  its  policy  in 
regard  to  us.  all  restrictions  on  her  commtfce  in 
our  ports  will  be  done  away,  and  her  vessels  will 
be  placed  on  the  same  footing  in  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  as  those  of  Great  Britam  now  are. 
If  we  do  not  resort  to  this  mea.«ure,  the  door  of  ne- 
gotiation will  remain,  as  it  now  is,  shut  in  our  £ace. 
These  considerations  being  taken  into  view,  be 
hoped  the  Committee  would  see  the  necessity  of 
passing  this  bill. 

Without  further  debate,  the  Committee  rose  and 
reported  the  bill,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed for  a  third  reading ;  and  was  subsetjueDlly  read 
a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for 
concurrence. 

And  the  House  adjourned  to  meet  at  nine  o'clock 
on  Monday. 


MoNOAY,  May  15. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
petitions,  bills,  and  other  matters  and  things,  to 
them  referred  at  the  present  session,  and  upQn 
which  they  have  finally  acted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor, 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Hoiu>e  cause  to 
be  prepared  and  printed,  for  the  use  of  the  mem- 
bers, a  list  of  business  remaining  undetermined, 
which,  by  the  existing  rule,  is  to  be  resumed  and 
acted  upon  at  the  next  session  of  Congress  ;  de- 
signating bills,  reports,  and  resolutions  committed, 
from  those  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sawyer,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Trea^-ury  was  directed  to  report  to  the  Hotise, 
at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  such  offices  of 
the  customs  as  may  be  properly  suppressed  on  ac- 
count of  their  inutility  or  from  any  other  cause. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  lately  concluded 
with  the  Chippewa  nation  of'^  Indians,  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  the  title  be  "An  act  making 
appropriations  for  carrying  into  effect  the  treaties 
concluded  with  the  Cnippewa  and  Kiekapoo  na- 
tions of  Indians;"  and  that  the  Clerk  carry  the 
said  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  ask  their  concurrence 
therein. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  concur  in  the  first,  third,  fourth,  and 
fifth,  and  disagree  to  the  second  and  sixth  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  relief  for  sick 
and  disabled  seamen."   They  have  passed  the  billof 
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this  House,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Pres-  • 
ident  of  the  United  States  to  borrow  three  millions  | 
of  dollars  and  for  other  purposes,"  with  amend-  ' 
menti,  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  ; 
House.  •  ! 

Mr.  Trimble  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  from  the  ' 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  granting  certain  privi- 
leges to  the  Ocean  Steamship  Company  of  New  , 
York,"  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera-  I 
tion  thereof.  This  motion  was  rejected  by  the  : 
House.  j 

The  Loan  bill,  returned  from  the  Senate  with  , 
amendments,  the  object  of  which  was  to  increase  j 
the  authority  to  borrow  five  millions,  instead  of ! 
three,  and  to  strike  out  what  relates  to  the  surplus  | 
of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  to  the  funding  of  the  j 
Mississippi  stock,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  who  regarded  the  j 
amendment  as  going  to  do  covertly  what  the  bill 
proposed  to  do  openly,  moved  that  the  House  dis-  I 
agree  to  the  amendments,  and  ask  a  conference  | 
with  the  Senate  on  the  disagreement.  This  was  \ 
agreed  to.  ' 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message  i 
from  the  Senate,  stating  their  disagreement  to  the  j 
second  and  sixth  of  the  amendments  proposed  by 
this  House  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  ; 
relief  for  sick  and  disabled  seamen  ;"  whereupon,  j 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  insist  on  their  j 
said  second  amendment,  and  recede  from  their  { 
sixth  amendment  to  the  bill  aforesaid. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to  i 
extend  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace  in  j 
the  recovery  of  debts  in  the  District  of  Columbia: 
Whereupon,  the  bill  was  again  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House, 
entitled  "An  act  designating  the  ports  within 
which,  only,  foreign  armed  ships  shall  be  permit- 
ted to  enter;"  with  an  amendment,  in  which  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  designating  the  ports,  within 
which,  only,  foreign  armed  vessels  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  enter,"  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 

Re9olT>«d,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
pay,  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  House, 
such  sura  as  he  may  deem  just,  not  exceeding  the 
compensation  of  the  regular  clerks  of  his  depart- 
ment, for  the  same  period,  to  an  assistant  clerk, 
during  the  present  session. 

The  House  proceeded  to  Consider  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  build- 
ing an  addition  to  the  custom-house  now  erecting 
in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  for  the  use  of  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  for  the  State  of 
Louisiana ;"  when  it  was  ordered  that  the  said 
bill  be  read  a  third  time  to-day.  It  was  accord- 
ingly read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Hendricks  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the 


United  States  to  ascertain  and  designate  certain 
boundaries  ;"  which  was  rejected  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Street,  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  granting  certain  privi- 
leges to  the  Ocean  Steamship  Company  of  New 
York,"  were  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
bill ;  when  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Williams, 
of  North  Carolina,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Archer, of  Maryland,  laid  in  at  the  Clerk's 
table  sundry  statements,  marked  A  B  C  E  and  F, 
in  relation  to  the  expenditures  of  public  moneys 
in  the  Navy  Department;  which  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Buildings,  and  the  Committee  on  the  Expendi- 
tures in  the  War  Department,  respectively,  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
several  matters  and  things  to  them  referred  during 
the  present  session,  and  upon  which  they  have 
not  finally  acted. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  this  House, 
of  the  following  titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  to  revive 
and  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  persons  who  were  disabled  by  known 
woimds  received  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
for  other  purposes ;"  and  an  act  in  addition  to  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government  Tor  tne  year  1820;" 
with  amendments  to  each,  in  which  they  ask  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments  disa- 
greed to  by  this  House  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  borrow  three  millions  of  dollars,  and  for  other 
purposes;  and  have  agreed  to  the  conference  asked 
by  this  House  thereon,  to  which  they  have  ap- 
pointed managers  on  their  part. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled 'An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government  lor  the  year  1820 ;"  was 
read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  amendment;  the  Committee 
rose,  and  reported  their  agreement  thereto  ;  and 
the  amendment  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in 
force  an  act,  entitled  *An  act  to  provide  for  per- 
sons who  were  disabled  by  known  wounds  re- 
ceived in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  managers 
on  the  part  of  this  House  at  the  conference  on  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  amend- 
ments depending  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  au- 
thorizing the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
borrow  three  millions  of  dollars,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  made  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  Hou.se  insist  on  their  disa- 
greement to  thejirst  smd  fourth  of  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill,  and  re- 


Mat,  1820. 


Treasury  Departnunt — Thanks  to  the  Speaker. 
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cede  from  their  disagreement  to  the  third  of  the 
said  amendments. 

TREASURY  DEPARTMENT. 
The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Seroeant,  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  in  addition  to  the  acts 
providing  for  the  better  organization  of  the  Trea- 
sury Department. 

[This  bill  provides  a  summary  process  for  the 
recovery  of  moneys  belonging  to  the  United  Slates, 
in  the  nands  of  individuab,  collectors,  and  other 
public  agents,  dec] 

The  bill  gave  rise  to  a  debate,  begun  by  Mr. 
EnwARns,  ol  North  Carolina,  in  opposition  to  the 
bill,  which  was  supported  by  Mr.  Sergeant  and 
others. 

The  objection  set  up  to  the  bill  was,  that  it  pro- 
posed to  violate  the  right,  secured  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, of  a  trial  by  jury,  &c.,  and  also  the  other 
right,  that  no  man  should  be  deprived  of  his  prop- 
erty without  due  process  of  law. 

In  reply  to  this  objection,  it  was  argued,  that 
there  was  nothing  proposed  but  what  was  sanc- 
tioned by  numerous  precedents,  such  as  sales  for 
non-payment  of  taxes,  &c.  The  moment  a  man 
receives  the  public  money,  he  is  the  agent  or  in- 
strument of  the  Treasury,  and  ought  to  be  subject 
to  its  power,  so  far  as  to  compel  him  to  account 
for  the  money  which  he  has  received,  and  refuses 
or  neglects  to  account  for. 

The  bill  having  been  reported  to  the  House,  a 
motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Crowell  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  thereof  to  the  first  day 
of  the  next  session  ;  which  was  negatived. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  ;  and  was  subsequently  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed — by  yeas  and  nays---89  to  14,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Mewrs.    Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Ander- 
son, Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker, 
Baldwin.  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Buffum,  Burton,  Bur- 
well,    Butler   of  New    Hampshire,   Campbell,  Case, 
Cobb,   Cook,  Crafts,  Crawford,   Culpeper,  Cushman, 
Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Dennison,  Dickinson,  Dowse, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Ervin,  Fisher,  Folger, 
Forrest,  Gross  of   Pennsylvania,  Hibshman,  Heister, 
Hill,  Hostetter,  Johnson,  Jones   of  Tennessee,  Kent, 
Kinsey,    Little,   Linn,  Lowndes,    Maclay,  McCreary, 
Meigs,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Monell,  Murray, 
Neale,  Newton,  Overslreet,  Parker  of  Massachusetts, 
Patterson,    Philson,    Rankin,  Rhea,    Rich,    Ringgold, 
Rogers,   Russ,    Sampson,   Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Silsbee, 
Sloan,   Smith    of  New    Jersey,   Smith  of  Maryland, 
Btorrs,   Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,    Strong   of   New 
York,  Taylor,  Terrell,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tucker 
of  South   Carolina,   Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  War- 
field,    Wendover,    Whitman,    Williams  of  Virginia, 
Williams  of  North  (Carolina,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Allen  of  New  York,  Ball,  Bateman, 
Brush,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Crowell,  Edwards  of 
North  Carolina,  Foot.  Garnett,  Hendricks,  Herrick, 
Nelson  of  Virginia,  Ross,  and  Swearingen. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Conrad  Laub,  deceased;"  with  an 
amendment.    The  Senate  recede  from  their  first 


and  fourth  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  Pre^ident  of  the  United  States 
to  borrow  three  millions  of  dollars,  and  for  other 
puM)oses." 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  Conrad  Laab,  deceased,"  was  read, 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

THANKS  TO  THE  SPEAKER. 

The  House  having  got  through  the  business 
before  it — 

Mr.  Warfield,  of  Maryland,  rose  and  observed, 
that  although  it  had  been  customary,  whenever 
there  existed  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  House 
by  an  unanimous  vote  to  express  their  unqualified 
approbation  of  the  course  pursued  by  the  Speaker, 
to  delay  the  expression  ot  that  opinion  until  the 
termination  of  the  period  for  which  he  was  elected, 
yet  he  was  induced,  on  this  occasion,  to  depart 
from  that  course,  having  distinctly  understood  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  Speaker  to  decline  the 
duties  of  the  Chair  at  the  close  of  the  present  ses- 
sion. Any  observations,  said  Mr.  W.,  to  enforce 
the  justice  and  propriety  of  unanimously  adopting 
the  resolution  would  be  altogether  superfluous. 
Every  member  of  the  House,  in  common  with 
himself,  had  witnessed,  during  the  present  labo- 
rious and  protracted  session,  the  dignity,  ability, 
and  impartiality,  with  which  the  Speaker  had  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  his  station ;  and  he  was  per- 
suaded there  was  not  a  member  of  that  body  to 
whom  it  would  not  afibrd  the  truest  gratification 
to  ofier  the  small  tribute  of  respect  and  approba- 
tion intended  to  be  expressed  in  the  resolution 
then  before  them.  Mr.  W.  then  submitted  the 
following  resolution,  the  question  on  which  being 
put  by  the  Clerk,  it  was  adopted  unanimously : 

Resolved,  unanimously,  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  America,  That  the 
thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to  the  honorable  Hkvbt 
Clat,  Speaker  thereof,  for  the  dignity,  ability,  and 
impartiality  with  which  he  has  discharged  the  duties 
of  that  station. 

Upon  which  Mr.  Clay  rose,  and  addressed  the 
House  as  follows : 

GsHTLEHKif :  The  House  of  Representatives  hu, 
on  former  occasions,  honored  me  by  a  vote  of  its 
thanks.  I  then  felt  that  the  sole  claim  which  I  had 
to  a  testimony  of  the  public  approbation,  so  distin- 
guished, was  the  zeaJ  with  which  I  have  ever  sought 
to  discharge  the  highly  responsible  duties  of  the  Chair; 
and  I  am  now  sensible  that  I  am  indebted  to  your  be- 
lief of  the  continued  exertion  of  that  zeal  for  the  fresh 
proof  of  your  favorable  sentiments  towards  me,  in  the 
resolution  which  you  have  just  adopted. 

If,  gentlemen,  the  traveller  parU  with  regret  from 
those  agreeable  acquaintances  which  he  casually  makes, 
as  he  journeys  on  bis  way,  how  much  more  painful 
must  be  the  separation  of  those  who  have  co-operated 
many  months  in  the  anxious  endeavor  to  advance  the 
prosperity  of  a  common  country ;  who  have  been  ani- 
mated by  mutual  sympathies;  and  who  have  become 
endeared  to  each  other  by  an  interchange  of  all  the 
friendly  offices  incident  to  the  freest  social  intercourael 
Addressing  you  as  I  now  do,  probably  the  last  time 
from  this  place,  I  confess  1  feel  a  degree  of  emotion 
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whiA  I  •■  utterly  aDabi«  to  erpreM.  I  A*U  carry 
wMi  me  into  that  retbement  which  ii  necMMtry  to  tb« 
pcRfArmance  of  indwpeoMble  private  Juties,  a  grateful 
recullection  of  all  joar  kindneseea ;  of  the  recpcctfal 
and  affectioiMte  conaideration  of  me  which  jou  have 
alwaya  evinced ;  of  the  generoaa  and  aimoat  unlimited 
cMkfideoee  which  joa  have  ever  repoeed  in  me ;  and 
of  the  tenderness  with  which  yoa  have  treated  even 
my  errors.  But,  interesting  as  have  been  the  relations 
in  which  I  have  atood,  for  many  yeare,  to  thia  Hoaae, 
I  have  yet  higher  motivea  for  coetinning  to  behold  it 
with  the  deepest  solicitude.  I  shall  regard  it  a*  the 
great  depositary  of  the  moet  important  pewera.of  onr 
exceUenl  Conatitation ;  aa  the  watchful  and  Aiithfol 
aentinei  of  the  freedom  of  the  people  ;  u  the  faireat 
•nd  traett  image  of  their  deliberate  will  and  wiahca; 
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and  aa  that  branch  of  the  Government  where,  if  our 

beloved  country  shall   unhappily  be  deatined  to  add) 
another  to  the  long  liat  of  melancholy  examples  of  the 
loaa  of  pubNc  liberty,  we  shall  witneas  ita  laat  atmg- 
gles  and  its  expiring  throea. 

Gentlemen,  I  beg  you  to  carry  with  yen  my  aio- 
cereat  wiahes  for  yonr  individaal  bappiaeaa,  and  th» 
prosperity  of  joor  rcapcctive  fiuniliea.  v...} 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  Vah  ReM^ 
8BLABB  having  been  appointed  to  wail  on  the 
President,  reported  to  the  House  that  the  President, 
had  no  further  communication  to  make;  and 

The  House  adjourned  to  the  second  Monday  in* 
November  next,  being  the  thirteeolh  day  of  th% 
month. 
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COMPRISING  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  DOCUMENTS  ORIGINATING  DURING  THAT  QOV- 

GRE88,  AND  THE  PUBLIC  ACTS  PASSED  BY.  ip^. 


,.  t       <-   DANISH  BRIG  HENRICK.  i 

[Communicated  to  Congreaa,  December  28,  1819.] 

To  the  Senate  and  Houne  of 

Repreaentativet  of  the  United  States  : 

On  the  23d  of  February,  1803,  a  Message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States  was  transmit- 
ted to  both  Houses  of  Congrejis^  together  with  the 
report  of  the  then  Secretary  of  Slate,  Mr.  Madi- 
son, upon  the  case  of  the  ENaiiish  brigantine  Hen- 
rick  and  her  cargo^  belonging  to  citizens  of  Ham- 
burgh, recoaunending  the  claim  to  the  favorable 
consideration  of  Congress.  In  February.  1805,  it 
was  again  presented,  by  a  Message  from  tne  P/esi- 
dent,  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  but  has  not 
since  been  definitively  acted  upon. 

The  Minister  resiaent*  from  Denmark  and  the 
Consul  General  from  Hamburgh  having  recently 
renewed  applications  in  behalf  of  the  respective 
owners  of  tne  vessel  and  cargo,  I  transmit,  here- 
with, copies  of  their  communications  for  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  Legislature,  upon  whose 
files  all  the  documents  relating  to  the  claim  are 
still  existing. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washi.ngton,  Dec.  24,  1819. 


fV<m  the  ComnU  General  of  Hamburgh  to  the  Sea-etary 

0/  Sate. 
Hamburgh  Consulate  General., 

PlULcuklphia,  Nov.  9,  1819. 

Sir  :  On  behalf  of  several  of  the  citizens  of 
Hamburgh,  I  have  the  honor  to  solicit  your  atten- 
tion to  the  subject  of  their  interests  in  the  cargo 
of  the  Danish  brigantine  Henrick,  Peter  Scheelt, 
master,  which  was  captured  by  a  public  armed 
vessel  of  the  United  States  in  the  year  1799,  with 
a  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  the  case 
before  the  President  of  the  United  States,  that,  if 
be  shall  see  proper,  he  may  submit  it  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Congress. 

This  vessel   and  cargo   have   been   heretofore 


*Th«  application  of  the  MiniaUr  was  verbal. 


within  the  view  of  the  Executive  of  the  UnUaft 
States,  and  have  been  the  subiect  of  a  very  &TOC«r 
ble  representation  from  the  Department  of  State. 
It  will  not,  therefore,  be  necessary  that  I  shouUk 
enter  into  a  minute  detail  of  the  circumstances 
attending  it,  as  the  public  records  of  the  Govern- 
ment contain  a  full  and  faithful  statement  ofi 
them. 

I  deem  it  proper  at  this  time,  sir,  to  present  the 
case  before  you  in  this  summary  way.     The  vcvfel 
in  question  was  Danish  property^  the  cargo  oa 
board  belonged  exclusively  to  citizens  of  Hain- 
burgh ;  and,  of  course,  the  whole  was  neutral  in 
the  then  existing  war.     She  sailed  from  HaoK 
burgh,  bound  to  Cape  Francois,  on  the  3d  of  Octo- 
ber, 1799.     She  was  taken  by  a  French  privateer, 
and  on  the  8th  of  the  same  month  was  recaptured 
by  the  American  public  vessel  called  the  Picker- 
ing, and  carried  into  St.  Christopher's.     At  thia 
British  island  the  vessel  and  cargo  were  libdUedt 
for  salvage  ;  one-half  of  the  gross  amount  of  saloL 
was  decreed  to  the  recaptors,  and  the  other  hal^= 
after  deducting  costs  and  expenses,  to  the  owneia. 
Of  the  value  of  the  cargo,  amounting  to  upward* 
of  thirty-four  thousand  dollars,  nearly  the  whole 
was  lost,  as  appears  by  the  documents  heretofore, 
exhibited  on  this  subject  to  the  Department  ofi 

State. 

In  the  past  consideration  of  this  affair,  it  seems 
to  have  been  plainly  conceded  that  it  was  the  dn^^ 
of  the  American  commander  to  have  brought  the 
property  recaptured  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States  within  their  jurisdiction,  and  that 
if  this  duty  had  been  performed  the  vessel  ani 
cargo  would  have  been  released  either  altogether, 
or  upon  payment  of  the  most  moderate  rate  oft 
salvage.  By  a  difierent  line  of  conduct  from  that. 
which  should  have  been  pursued,  the  propertv  was 
involved  in  a  sentence  proceeding  from  a  paipabl^ 
misconception  and  misapplication  of  a  law  of  th©. 
United  Stales,  and  its  almost  toUl  loss  was  the 
"consequence.  The  owners,  thus  heavily  suffennff 
from  the  conduct  of  the  American  command€X  of 
a  public  vessel,  had  no  remedy  for  the  injury  they 
had  sustained  but  an  appeal  to  the  justice  of  the 
American  Government.     This  appeal  was  made 
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on  behalf  of  the  whole  interest,  and  its  justice  was 
in  Tarious  deparlments  of  the  Government  dis- 
tinctljr  recognised ;  but  the  redress  suited  to  the 
case  has  never  yet  been  afforded. 

It  is  supposed  that  the  conduct  of  the  Danes  to- 
wards American  property  may  have  had  its  effect 
upon  the  American  Gorernment  in  postponing  its 
just  purposes  towards  the  owners  of  the  property 
in  question.  But  it  is  respectfully  submitted  that 
this  consideration,  if  it  has  any  existence,  ought 
not  to  affect  the  interests  of  the  owners  of  the 
cargo,  who  are  citizens  of  Hamburgh,  and  who 
now  separately  make  their  claim  to  retribution. 

Most  respectfully  inviting  your  attention,  sir,  to 
the  documents  in  the  Department  of  State,  in  re- 
lation to  the  brigantine  Henrick  and  cargo,  and  to 
several  reports  of  committees  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  Congress  on  the  subject  of  this 
claim,  I  do  earnestly  submit  the  claim  of  the  own- 
ers of  the  cargo  to  your  consideration,  and  request 
that  it  may  be  laid  before  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  order  that  a  just  recompense  may  be 
had  for  the  heavy  injuries  which  have  been  thus 
sustained. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  assure  you  of  my  particular 
regard  and  consideration,  wherewith  I  have  the 
honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  N.  BUCK, 
Consul  Gen.  of  Hamburgh  to  the  U.  S. 

Hon.  John  Q.  Adams, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[The  following  report  on  the  same  subject  wm  made 
February  8,  1820.] 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
34th  of  December  last,  recommending  to  Congress 
the  consideration  of  the  case  of  the  Danish  brig- 
a^ntine  Henrick  and  her  cargo,  respectfully  report, 
that  they  have  thought  it  right  to  present  to  the 
House  that  view  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
which  is  contained  in  the  report  made  by  Mr. 
Madison  on  the  22d  of  February,  1803 : 

"  The  Secretary  of  State  has  the  honor  to  report 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  upon  the 
note  of  the  Minister  of  His  Danish  Majesty,  dated 
on  the  9th  instant,  as  follows : 

"That  it  appears  that  the  Danish  brigantine 
Henrick,  Captain  Peter  Scheelt,  sailing  from  Ham- 
bu^h,  loaded  with  an  assorted  cargo,  and  bound 
to  Cape  Francois,  was  captured  on  the  3d  of  Octo- 
ber, 1799,  by  a  French  privateer,  and,  on  the  8th 
of  the  same  month,  she  was  recaptured  by  an 
American  public  armed  vessel  called  the  Picker- 
ing, and  carried  to  the  British  island  of  St.  Chris- 
topher, where  she  arrived  on  the  10th. 

"That,  from  an  authenticated  transcript  of  the 
proceedings  in  the  case  of  the  said  vessel,  had  be- 
fore the  court  of  vice-admiralty  at  the  said  island, 
it  appears  that  the  said  court  took  cognizance  of 
the  case,  and  awarded  one-half  of  the  gross  amount 
of  the  sales  of  the  bri*  and  her  cargo  to  be  paid 
to  the  recaptors,  and  the  other  half,  after  deduct- 
ing costs  and  expenses,  to  be  restored  to  the  owners. 
That  this  rate  of  salvage  appears  to  have  been 


adopted  from  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  as 
then  applicable  to  recapturers  of  American  prop- 
erty, and  of  such  as  belonged  to  belligerent  Pow- 
ers in  amity  with  the  United  States;  but  it  is  be- 
lieved that  these  laws  had,  according  to  decisions 
of  our  own  courts,  no  reference  to  recaptures  of 
neutral  property.  That  admitting,  what  has  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  some  recent  authorities,  that, 
in  certain  peculiar  cases  of  danger  of  a  neutral 
being  condemned  by  a  belligerent,  the  recaptors 
are  entitled  to  a  proportionate  salvage,  there  is 
much  reason  to  believe  this  is  not  sucn  a  case,  as 
the  vessel  was  bound  from  a  neutral  to  a  French 
port,  the  whole  of  the  property  being  neutral,  and, 
according  to  the  assurance  of  Mr.  Lindemann,  the 
Governor  of  the  Danish  W>st  India  islands,  most 
of  the  Danish  vessels  carried  into  Guadaloupe,  for 
a  year  before  this  capture,  were  released,  and  some 
of  them  with  damages.  That  the  courts  of  the 
United  Slates  have,  in  cases  much  more  strongly 
marked  by  circumstances  indicating  a  danger  of  a 
neutral  being  condemned,  allowed  much  smaller 
rates  of  salvage. 

"That  the  Taws  of  the  United  States  required 
vessels  captured  under  their  authority  to  be  brought 
within  their  jurisdiction  ;  and  it  is  conceived  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  American  officers,  in  this 
case,  to  repel  the  attempt  of  the  foreign  judica- 
tory to  take  cognizance,  much  less  ought  they  to 
have  directly  submitted  their  recapture  to  its  deci- 
sion, which,  as  it  could  not  be  revised  or  rectified, 
in  case  of  error,  by  the  tribunals  of  their  own 
country,  might  tend  to  involve  it  in  claims  on  its 
responsibility  from  others. 

"  That,  according  to  the  representation  of  the 
agent  for  the  owners  of  the  Danish  vessel,  of  the 
sum  of  §44,500,  the  value  of  the  vessel,  freight, 
and  cargo,  there  remained,  after  satisfying  the 
decree  for  salvage  and  expenses,  no  more  than 
$8,374  41. 

"That,  as  the  policy  and  interest  of  the  United 
States  lead  them,  in  a  special  manner,  to  respect 
and  promote  the  rights  and  facilities  of  neutral 
commerce ;  as  the  sentence  in  this  case  was  per- 
mitted, if  not  procured,  by  officers  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  made  in  a  foreign,  and  therefore  im- 
proper tribunal ;  as  there  remains  no  doubt  but 
that  a  court  of  the  United  States,  pronouncing 
thereon,  would  either  have  rejected  tne  claim  for 
salvage  altogether,  or  reduced  it  to  the  most  mod- 
erate scale,  as  the  declared  basis  of  the  sentence; 
as  the  law  of  the  United  States  was  inapplicable 
to  the  case  ;  and  as  it  is  understood  that  a  remedy 
is  now  unattainable,  in  the  ordinary  judicial  course, 
it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  State  that, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  the  case  ought  to  be 
referred  to  the  just  provisions  of  Congress  thereon. 
"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

"JAMES  MADISON. 
"  Department  of  State,  Feb.  22,  1803." 
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The  examination  of  the  subject  by  the  commit- 
tee has  led  them  to  an  entirely  different  conclusion, 
as  to  the  obligations  of  the  United  States,  from 
that  which  seems  to  be  intimated  in  the  foregoing 
report.     The  laws  of  the  United  States  required 


that  the  French  vessels  of  which  it  authorized  the 
capture  should  be  brought  into  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  for  condemnation.  They  provided 
for  the  restoration  of  American  property  which 
might  be  recaptured  from  a  French  captor,  upon 
a  salvage  to  be  determined  either  upon  the  mutual 
agreement  of , the  parlies,  or  by  a  decree  of  a  court 
of  the  United  States,  and  they  do  not  seem  to  have 
provided  at  all  for  the  case  of  the  capture  from  the 
French  of  property  belonging  to  a  third  nation. 
The  proceedings  in  the  court  of  vice  admiralty  in 
St.  Christopher's,  by  which  so  large  an  allowance 
of  salvage  and  costs  was  made  as  to  absorb  a  very 
great  proportion  of  the  amount  for  which  the  ves- 
sel and  cargo  were  sold,  were  submitted,  in  1800,  to 
three  of  the  most  distingjuished  lawyers  of  this 
country,  who  concluded,  from  the  papers  laid  be- 
fore them,  that  the  sentence  of  the  court  was  in 
consequence  of  proceedings  exhibited  on  the  part 
of  the  owners  ot  the  vessel  and  cargo,  and  not  on 
the  part  of  the  recaptors.  In  this  opinion,  (which 
the  committee  have  subjoined  to  their  report,)  it  is 
suggested  to  be  unadvisable  for  the  Danish  Consul 
to  apply  either  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
State?  for  indemnity,  or  to  institute  any  suit  in  the 
courts  of  iustice  here  against  the  captors. 

This  claim  of  indemnity  against  the  Govern- 
ment is,  indeed,  of  an  unusual  character.  It  is  al- 
leged that  a  foreign  court,  in  a  case  to  which  an 
American  officer  was  a  parly,  awarded  an  unjust 
sentence,  and  that  the  costs  of  this  legal  proceeding 
were  excessive.  The  claimants  have  abstained 
from  the  natural  remedy  for  correcting  the  errors 
of  an  inferior  court,  which  the  justice  of  civilized 
nations  provides,  by  constituting  tribunals  of  apneal. 
They  abstain,  too,  in  conformity  with  sound  legal 
advice,  from  prosecuting  any  legal  remedy  in  our 
own  courts  against  the  officers  of  whose  miscon- 
duct they  complain,  and  they  choose  to  prefer  their 
claims  to  indemnity  against  the  Government  which, 
as  they  say,  did  not  authorize,  and  whose  laws, 
indeed,  according  to  their  construction,  forbade  the 
proceeding. 

This  claim  has  several  times  been  recommended 
to  the  attention  of  Congress  by  the  Executive. 
Committees  have  made  reports  in  its  favor,  and  a 
bill  to  provide  for  it  passed  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, January,  1804,  by  a  majority  of  one  hun- 
dred and  eight  to  fifteen  members. 

The  committee  recommend  to  the  House  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  make  pro- 
vision to  indemnify  the  owners  of  the  Danish  brig- 
antine Henrick  and  her  cargo  for  the  injury  alleged 
to  have  resulted  from  the  sentence  of  a  British 
court  of  vice-admiralty  in  the  island  of  St.  Chris- 
topher. 

A.       ' 

Copy  of  a  paper  filed  in  the  Naty  DepartmeiU,  purport- 
ing to  he  a  copy  of  an  opinion  given  by  Edward 
Tilghman,  WiUiani  Levis,  and  Peter  S.  Duponceau. 

On  the  case  of  the  Danish  brig  Henrick,  taken 
by  a  French  privateer  from  Guadaloupe,  on  her 
voyage  from  Hamburgh  to  Cape  Francois,  retaken 
by  the  United  States  brig  Pickering,  after  being 


more  than  ninety-six  hours  in  the  power  of  the 
French,  carried  into  St.  Christopher's,  and  there 
libelled  by  Peter  Scheelt,  master  of  the  said  Dan- 
ish brig,  on  behalf  of  the  owners,  underwriters, 
and  others  concerned,  in  the  court  of  vice-admi- 
ralty, who  ordered  the  said  brig  Henrick  and  her 
cargo  to  be  sold,  and  adjudged  one  moiety  of  the 
gross  proceeds  to  the  recaptors,  for  salvage;  as  far 
as  we  are  able  to  judge  from  the  papers  laid  before 
us,  which  do  not  contain  the  whole  of  the  record, 
it  appears  to  us  that  the  sentence  of  the  judge  of 
admiralty  was  in  consequence  of  proceedings  ex- 
hibited on  the  part  of  the  owners  of,  and  others 
concerned  in  the  vessel  and  cargo,  and  not  on  the 
part  of  the  recaptors ;  which  proceedings,  it  is  rea- 
sonable to  conclude,  were  for  restitution.  Under 
these  circumstances,  we  do  not  think  it  advisable 
for  the  Danish  Consul  either  to  apply  to  the  Gror- 
ernment  of  the  United  States  for  indemnity  or 
recompense  for  the  ^reat  loss  sustained,  or  to  in- 
stitute any  process  m  the  courts  of  justice  here 
against  the  captain  of  the  Pickering. 

It  must,  we  think,  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
owners,  underwriters,  and  others  who  may  happen 
to  be  interested,  whether  they  will  or  will  not  pros- 
ecute an  appeal  to  the  courts  in  England. 

EDWARD  TILGHMAN, 
WILLIAM  LEWIS, 
PETER  S.  DUf»ONCEAU. 
Febrdaby,  21,  1800. 

B. 
Copy  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Tirtgey,  t?u  command- 
er of  the  United  States  squadron  in  the  West  Indies 
at  the  time  the  Danish  brig  was  recaptured. 

Navy  Yabh,  Washington, 

January  19,  1820. 

Sir  :  In  pursuance  to  your  directions,  I  have 
endeavored  to  call  to  ray  remembrance  as  many  of 
the  facts  as  came  to  my  knowledge  relative  to  the 
recapture  of  the  Danish  brigantine  Henrick  from 
the  French,  by  the  United  Slates  brig  Pickering, 
Captain  Hiller,  in  the  month  of  October,  1799, 
during  the  period  of  my  having  the  command  of 
our  West  India  squadron.  Captain  Hiller,  in  the 
brig  Pickering,  pursuant  to  orders  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  having  joined  my  command,^ 
received  my  orders  relative  to  what  part  of  the  sta- 
tion he  should  cruise  in,  so  as  to  have  the  squadron 
distributed  in  such  a  manner  as  should  be  most  ef- 
fectual in  protecting  our  defenceless  commerce, 
and  annoying  the  enemy  ;  when,  some  time  in  the 
month  of  October  above  mentioned.  Captain  Hiller 
fell  in  with  the  above-mentioned  brig  Henrick,  in 
possession  of  a  prize-master  and  crew  from  a 
French  privateer,  by  which  she  had  been  captured 
some  short  time  before  ;  he,  of  course,  recaptured 
the  Henrick,  as  it  was  his  duly  to  do,  and  carried 
her  to  the  port  of  Basseterre,  in  the  island  of  St. 
Christopher,  which  was  the  general  rendezvous  of 
the  squadron.  At  this  time  I  was,  as  my  duty 
strictly  enjoined,  cruising  in  the  United  States  ship 
Gant^es,  for  the  purposes  before  mentioned.  On 
my  next  meeting  with  the  Pickering,  some  few 
days  afterwards,  Captain  Hiller  reported  this  re- 
capture to  me,  merely  as  a  part  of  his  transactions, 
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in  his  general  report ;  but,  in  an  interview  with 
him  on  board  my  ship,  (ihe  Ganges,)  I  learned 
that  an  adjudication  for  toe  salvage  (agreeably  to 
the  act  of  Congress)  had  been  given  at  St.  Chris- 
topher's, at  the  instance  of  the  captain  or  agent  of 
the  Heorick,  or  of  a  compromise  with  said  captain 
or  agent — my  memory,  at  this  distant  period,  does 
not  enable  me  to  iiay  which.  Thus,  the  whole 
transaction  had  commenced  and  terminated  with- 
out my  having  any  view  or  knowledge  thereof 
until  it  had  passed. 

From  the  celerity  with  which  the  business  was 
coodttcted  at  St  Christopher's,  I  cannot  entertain 
a  doubt  that  the  adjudication  or  compromise  was 
effected  with  the  assent,  or,  as  more  probable,  at  * 
the  instigation  of  the  captain  or  agent  for  the  Hen- 
rick.  >  for  Captain  Hiller  was  too  correct  an  officer 
(scrupulously  so  in  regard  to  his  duty)  to  have 
of  himself  commenced  on  any  decisive  measures  , 
against  the  recaptured  vessel,  until  I  should  have  { 
arrived,  fas  commander-in-chief  of  the  squadron,) 
to  have  decided  on  the  most  proper  mode  of  pro-  I 
cedure,  in  conformity  with  my  instructions  from  | 
our  Government. 

Had  the  captain  or  agent  of  the  brig  Henrick 
awaited  my  arrival  at  St.  Christopher's,  he  could 
readily,  on  a  proper  representation  of  his  case,  have 
been  convoyed  to  either  of  the  Danish  islands  to 
leeward,  as  tbe  time  allotted  for  the  cruise  of  the 
Ganges  in  those  seas  had  expired;  Comnaodore 
Morris,  with  the  United  States  ship  Adams,  had 
already  arrived  to  relieve  me,  and  had  brought  my 
instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  re- 
turn home;  and  it  being  my  duty  to  touch  at  all 
the  neutral  ports  in  ray  way,  to  collect  all  our 
homeward-bound  merchantmen,  and  take  them 
under  convoy,  which  duty  I  did  perform;  and, 
consequently,  the  Henrick  could  have  been  pro- 
tected to  either  of  the  Danish  island*,  St.  Croix  or 
St.  Thomas;  from  the  latter  of  which  I  sailed 
with  a  large  convoy  a  very  few  days  afterwards ; 
for.  on  the  10th  of  November,  I  was  in  the  river 
DeUwarc,  conformably  with  my  instructions  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

i  ha^^e  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  «fec. 

THOxMAS  TLNGEY. 

The  Hon.  S.  Thompson, 

Secretary  of  tU  Navy. 


Ifi 


GOVERNMENT  OF  8T.  DOMINGO. 

[Comroonicatfd  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the 
Hou»e  of  Representatives,  March  27,  1820.J 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom,  bv  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  ol  the  7th  of 
February  la>t,  the  petitions  of  Samuel  G.  Perkins 
and  others,  merchants  of  Massachusetts,  and  of 
William  Patterson  and  others,  merchants  of  Bal- 
timore, were  referred,  has  the  honor  of  submitting 
to  the  House  the  following  report : 

In  the  month  of  January,  1817,  in  consequence 
of  a  memorial  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
from  sundry  persons  interested  in  the  claims  set 


forth  in  these  petitions,  Septimus  Tyler  was  ap> 
pointed  an  agent  to  proceed  to  the  Island  of  §^ 
Domingo,  for  the  purpose  of  claiming  the  indenk- 
nity  which  appears  to  be  justly  due  to  the  peti- 
tioners for  property  so  unjustly  taken  from  them. 
He  accordingly  proceeded  thither,  but  was  denied 
access  to  the  Government  of  Christophe  upon  the 
alleged  ground  of  informality  in  thic  style  of  bis 
powers-  Mr.  Tyler  did  not  live  to  return  to  the 
United  State*. 

In  the  Spring  of  the  year  1818,  a  second  attempt 
was  made  to  send  an  agent  to  make  the  demand, 
and  authority  was  given  to  present  himself  in  a 
manner  which  there  was  reason  to  expect  would 
have  discarded  every  question  of  form.  The  re- 
sult, however,  was  a  refusal  again  to  receive  him. 
A  formal  recognition  of  the  kingdom  of  Hayli  not 
being  deemed  expedient,  no  further  measures  have 
been  found  practicable  on  the  part  of  the  Execu- 
tive in  the  case;  those  suggested  by  the  meoao- 
rialists  being  within  the  exclusive  authority  of  the 
Legi-jlature. 

JOHN  a.  ADAMV' 
Department  of  State, 

Washington^  March  20,  1820.    *     '  „.  _ 


To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreaent- 
ativet  of  the  United  Statet  of  America  in  Vongrtit 
assembled  .■ 

The  petition  of  Samuel  G.  Perkins,  Ezra  Davis, 
Ebenezer  Francis,  Jonathan  Low,  Benj.  Smith,' 
and  others,  whose  names  are  undersigned,  mer- 
chants dwelling  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  respect- 
fully represents : 

That  they  and  those  whom  they  represent,  aod 
others,  were,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  eighteen  ium- 
dred  and  ten,  engaged  in  a  lawful  commerce  with 
the  ports  and  places  in  the  Island  of  St.  Domingo 
under  the  dominion  of  Henry  Christophe;  that, 
during  that  year,  they  shipped  a  large  amount  oi 
property  to  Cape  Henry  and  Gonaives,  in  the  ex- 
pectation of  procuring  return  cargoes  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  island,  but,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of 
cxo()s  that  season,  it  was  impracticable  to  procure 
return  cargoes  immediately ;  and,  by  the  tnen  ex- 
isting laws  of  that  Government,  they  were  pro- 
hibited from  rcshipping  the  cargoes  they  had  land- 
ed there,  or  from  bringing  away  specie  ;  that  some 
of  the  persons  having  the  charge  of  the  cargoes 
thus  situated  sold  the  same  on  a  credit,  to  be  paid 
for  in  produce  at  the  opening  of  the  ensuing  sea- 
son, and  directly  returned  home  with  their  ves- 
sels in  ballast,  while  other  persons  thus  situated 
preferred  to  wait  for  their  cargoes;  that,  during 
this  period  of  delay,  Christophe,  perceiving  a  large 
amount  of  American  property  within  his  grasp, 
and  tempted  by  the  prospect  of  great  plunder,  un- 
der pretence  of  having  an  unsatisfied  claim  against 
certain  merchants  in  Baltimore,  in  the  month  of 
October  of  the  same  year,  forcibly  detamed  all  the 
American  vessels  then  in  his  ports,  some  of  which 
had  been  brought  in  by  his  cruisers,  and  arrested 
their  officers  and  crews,  and  held  them  thus  under 
detention  until  the  month  of  January  following  ; 


and  on  the  third  day  of  the  said  month  of  Janu- 
ary, passed  a  decree,  (acopy  whereof  accompanies 
this  {letition,  and  which  he  immediately  caused  to 
be  executed,)  by  which  he  seized  and  confiscated 
to  his  own  use  property  belonging  to  your  peti- 
tioners and  other  citizens  of  the  iMited  States,  of 
the  value,  by  his  estimate,  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty-two  thousand  dollars  and  upwards — a  de- 
cree so  manifestly  wicked  and  unjust,  that  even 
Christophe,  while  he  endeavors  to  shelter  himself 
under  his  supposed  necessity,  acknowledges  it  to 
be  as  much  against  sound  policy  and  good  faith 
in  him  as  it  is  arbitrary  and  contrary  to  the  laws 
of  all  civilized  nations.    And  your  petitioners  fur- 
tker  state  that,  after  unavailing  attempts  to  pro- 
cure a  restitution  of  their  property,  or  oi  some  pait 
tkareof,  from  Christophe,  they  applied  to  the  Presi- 
dentoftke  United  States  for  redress,  setting  forth  the 
injuries  they  had  .sustaitved,  and  the  outrage  com- 
mitted tjpon  the  Grovernment  of  the  United  States 
itaclf.     That,  during  the  late  war,  the  application 
of  your   petitioners  was   but  partly  acted   upon, 
amidst  the  multiplicity  of  great  and  important 
business  which  then  occupied  the  attention  of  that 
high  officer  of  the  Government;  but  that,  on  the 
return  of  peace,  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
after  investigation  of  the  facts,  and  having  satis- 
fied himselfof  the  justice  of  the  claims  of  your 
petitioners,  sent  out  to  Cape  Henry  an  agent,  in 
the  name  of  the  United   States  of  America,  and 
in  one  of  the  vessels  of  war  (the  Congress  frigate) 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  to  demand  resti- 
tution in  behalf  of  your  petitioners,  and  other  suf- 
ferers by  the    same  outrage ;    which  said  agent 
faikd  to  accomplish  the  object  of  his   mission. 
That  the  President  of  the  United  States,  not  un- 
mindful of  the  great  injuries  sustained  by  your  pe- 
titioners, and  of  the  outrage  committed  against  the 
Government  of  the  United  Stales,  but  neverthe- 
less desirous  of  preserving  peaceable  dispositions 
towards  Christophe,  sent  out  to  Cape  Henry  ano- 
ther agent  of  the  United  States,  once  more  to  de- 
mand of  Christophe  to  make  compensation  to  the 
sufferers  uiuler  his  decree  aforesaid.     That  said 
agent  was  unable  to  procure  any  satisfaction  from 
the  said  Christophe,  and  returned  conclusively  to 
establish  the  fact  that  ail  demands  upon  Christo- 
phe to  do  justice  to  your  injured  petitioners  will 
continue  to  prove  unavailing,  unless  such  demands 
are  enforced  by  the  strong  arm  of  the  Government. 
And  your  petitioners  would  further  respectfully 
stale  that  they  have  been  credibly  informed  that 
the  commanders  of  the  ships  of  war  of  the  United 
Slates,  since  their  visits  to  Cape  Hemy,  are  clearly 
of  opinion  that  a  blockade  of  that  port  by  a  single 
frigate  even,  or  a  demand  of  restitution  accom- 
panied by  a  power  to  enforce  such  demand,  would 
be  attended  with  the  success  so  much  desired  by 
your  petitioners,  and  so  much  an  object  heretofore 
With  the  head  of  our  Grovernment.    In  considering 
this  case,  your  petitioners  would  respectfully  sug- 
gest that  no  questions  of  doubtful  rig  its  present 
themselves  for  discussion  or  compromise,  nor  do 
they  perceive  such  points  of  policy  or  expediency 
to  arise  as  will  suffer  the  Government  to  acquiesce 
and  submit  to  so  great  injuries  committed  upon 


its  faithful  citizens.  Relying  on  the  energy  of 
our  Government  and  the  wisdom  of  its  councils,  it 
cannot  be  necessary  to  urge  the  importance  of  pro- 
tecting the  rights  and  interests  of  every  class  of 
men  in  the  community,  and  especially  in  time* 
like  the  present,  against  every  outrage  committed 
by  any  rower,  civilized,  piratical,  or  barbarous ; 
and  your  petitioners,  submitting  the  remedy  for 
their  wrongs,  and  the  mode  in  which  it  is  to  be 
pursued,  to  your  wisdom,  humbly  request  your  aid* 
and,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 

SAM'L  G.  PERKINS,  amd  othert. 
By  their  attorney,  HENRY  RICE. 


CLAIMS  AGAINST  RUSSIA. 

[Comrounieated  to  the  Senate,  April  18,  lt2<L). 
Departwlent  of  STA.TE,  April  17,  1620. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom,  by  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  of  the  13th  instant,  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Eliphaiet  Loud,  and  others,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon,  hasthe  honor  of  rc^Kirttai^; 

That  the  facta  relative  to  the  representatioos 
HMide  on  the  part  of  this  Governm«u  to  that  of 
Russia,  by  the  petitioners,  are  correctly  stated  by 
them;  and  that,  since  the  7th  day  of  July,  181«, 
the  latest  date  mentioned  by  them,  another  memo- 
rial has  been  addressed  by  the  Minister  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  at  St.  Petersburg  to  the  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  sub- 
mitted. It  does  not  appear,  by  any  of  the  des- 
patches from  Mr.  Campbell  since  received,  that 
any  answer  to  this  memorial  has  been  returned. 

JOHN  a  ADAMS. 


Mr.  Campbelly  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minif^ 
Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States  to  Russia,  to 
Count  Nesselrode,  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  at 
St.  Petert^rg. 

St.  Petersburg,  June  6,  1819. 

The  undersigned,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  has  the  honor  to  inform  his  excellency 
Count  de  Nesselrode,  Secretary  of  State,  that  he 
has  it  in  special  charge  from  his  Grovernment  to 
invite  the  atlemtion  of  the  Grovernment  of  His  Im- 
perial Majesty  to  two  cases  of  individual  claims 
thereon  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  of  long 
standing. 

Of  these,  one  is  that  of  the  brigantine  Hector, 
belonging  to  Israel  Thomdike,  of  Boston,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Luke  Thomdike,  which  was 
captured  by  His  Imperial  Majesty's  frigate  Venus, 
carried  to  the  island  of  Tenedos,  and  there  coa- 
demned  with  her  cargo  as  lawful  orize,  in  June, 
1807,  by  sentence  of  a  committee  of  prizes  assem- 
bled on  board  His  Imperial  Majesty's  ship  of  war 
the  Iverday ;  the  other,  that  of  the  ship  Commerce, 
belonging  to  tbe  Weymouth  Importing  Compaay, 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  commanded  by 
Captain  Joseph  Penel,  which  was  taken  by  a  ipn- 
vateer  under  the  flag  of  this  Empire,  carried  into 
Corfu,  and  th«re  condemned,  with  her  cargo,  as 
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lawful  prize,  in 


1807,  by  a  decree  of  the 


committee  of  prizes  of  that  island. 

These  vessels,  with  their  cargoes,  belonging  to 
citizens  of  the  United  States  oi  high  respectabili- 
ty, who  were  not  only  conscious  of  the  purity  of 
their  own  motives  in  the  instructions  given  respect- 
ing their  voyages,  but  also  convinced,  from  the 
most  satisfactory  evidence,  that  in  conducting  those 
voyages  no  violation  whatever  of  the  laws  and 
usages  of  nations  had.^en  committed,  they  ap- 
plied to  their  Government,  soliciting  its  aid  in 
making  their  cases  known  to  that  of  His  Imperial 
Majesty;  feeling  entire  confidence,  that  to  procure 
the  reversal  of  those  condemnatory  decrees,  and 
obtain  that  restitution  to  which  they  conceive  them- 
selves entitled,  it  was  only  necessary  to  have  the 
circumstances  under  which  those  captures  and 
condemnations  took  place,  so  laid  before  the  view 
of  His  Imperial  Majesty  that  the  merits  and  jus- 
tice of  their  claims  might  fairly  appear.  For  this 
Eurpose,  full  statements  of  those  cases  were  laid 
efore  the  Imperial  Government  in  October,  1809, 
by  Mr.  Levett  Harris,  then  Consul  General  of  the 
United  States  at  St.  Petersburg,  with  ample  testi- 
mony to  prove,  it  is  conceived,  the  injustice  and 
irregularity  of  the  captures,  as  well  as  of  the  con- 
demnations consequent  thereon;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  a  due  claim  for  indemnity  was  made  in  be- 
half of  the  respective  claimants  for  the  heavy  losses 
they  had  sustained. 

On  reviewing  these  statement*:,  and  the  evidence 
accompanying  the  same,  they  appear  so  ample, 


SWEDEN— INDEMNITY. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  April  21,  1820.] 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  . 

1  lay  before  the  Senate,  in  pursuance  of  their 
resolution  of  the  21st  of  last  month,  the  accom- 
panying report  and  documents  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  Slate. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washikoton,  April  28,  1820. 


Department  of  State,  April  17,  1820. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  25th  of  March  has  been  referred, 
requesting  the  President  to  lay  before  that  House 
copies  of  the  correspondence  between  the  Ministers 
or  other  agents  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Min- 
isters or  Government  of  Sweden,  relative  to  the 
seizures,  sequestration,  or  confiscation  of  the  ships 
or  other  property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
under  the  authority  of  Sweden,  has  the  honor  re- 
spectfully to  submit  to  the  President  the  copies  of 
the  papers  desired  by  that  resolution. 
-*  JOHN  a  ADAMS. 


Mr.  Russell  to  Count  d'Evpestrom,  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs  at  Stockholm. 

Stockholm,  Sept.  3,  1816. 

The  undersigned.  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
and  to  support  so  conclusively  the  justice  of  those  j  the  United  States  of  America,  has  the  honor  to 
claims,  that  the  undersigned  forbears  entering  into  acquaint  his  excellency  the  Count  d'Engestrom, 
new  details  on  the  subject,  and  satisfies  himself,  j  Minister  of  State  and  of  Foreign  Affairs,  that  the 
for  the  present,  by  referring  his  excellency  the  I  instructions  which  he  has  received  make  it  his  in- 
Secretary  of  State  to  those  documents  already  in  !  di.'spensable  duty  to  call  the  serious  attention  of  his 
possession  of  the  Imperial  Government.  j  excellency  to  the  claims  of  American  citizens  for 

He  would  not,  however,  fulfil  his  duty  conforma-  [indemnity  for  their  property  sequestered,  confis- 
bly  to  the  instructions  of  his  Government,  if  he  |  cated,  and  sold  at  Stralsund,  a  few  years  since,  by 
did  not  bring  to  the  recollection  of  his  excellency  1  the  order,  and  for  the  account  of  the  Swedish  Gov- 
on  this  occasion  the  length  of  time  that  has  elapsed  '  ernment. 


It  is  believed  that  to  present,  without  comment, 
a  simple  statement  of  the  facts  belonging  to  this 
transaction,  such  as  they  appear  to  have  been  from 
the  documents  left  by  Mr.  JSpeyer  with  the  Amer- 
ican legation,  will  be  quite  sufficient  to  manifest 


since  the  appeals  in  those  cases  were  brought  be 
fore  the  Imperial  Government,  being  nearly  ten 
years,  during  which   the  repeated  applications  in 
favor  of  the  claims  in  the  name  of  their  Govern- 
ment, have  been  allowed  to  remain  unanswered, 

and  without  procuring  for  them  either  thatindcm-  ^  the  indubitable  justice  of  these  claims,  and  topre- 
nity  to  which  thev  conceive  themselves  so  justlv  ,  vail  on  His  Swedish  Majesty's  Government  to 
entitled,  or  a  knowledge  of  the  grounds  upon  which  I  provide  for  their  immediate  liquidation. 
It  has  hitherto  been  considered  proper  to  withhold  The  Swedish  Government  represented  itself  to 
It;  and  he  is  satisfied  his  excellency  will  duly  ap-  have  been  compelled  by  the  French  Government 
preciate  the  motives  by  which  he  is  actuated  in  i  to  sequester,  in  the  month  of  June,  1810,  the  Amer- 
nrging  the  revision  and  final  determination  of  j  ican  property  at  Stralsund  ;  and  afterwards  repeat- 
those  cases  with  that  zeal  and  earnestness  which  I  edly  expressed  its  solicitude  to  obtain  the  termina- 
their  obvious  justice,  as  well  as  the  hardships  ne-  ,  tion  of  that  sequestration,  for  the  avowed  purpose 
necessarily  resulting  from  privations  so  long  con- !  of  restoring  the  property  which  it  affected  to  the 
tinned,  appear  to  him  imperiously  to  demand.  ]  rightful  owners.  ;      ;    :  u:}!t 

With  the  expression  of  the  high  and  perfect        The  sequestration  was,  in  fact,  raised  with  the 


confidence  reposed  in  the  justice,  equity,  and  im- 
partiality of  the  decisions  the  tribunals  of  his  Im- 
peal  Majesty  in  the  last  resort  shall  pronounce,  the 
undersigned  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  his  excel- 
lency the  Secretary  of  State  the  assurance  of  his 
high  and  very  distinguished  consideration. 

G.  W.  CAMPBELL. 


consent  of  the  French  Government,  about  the  be- 
ginning of  August,  1811,  and  thie  property  to  which 
It  attached  placed  at  the  sole  disposition  of  His 
Swedish  Majesty. 

Immediately  after  it  thus  came  within  His  Ma- 
jesty's exclusive  control,  it  was,  notwithstanding 
all  the  assurances  previously  given,  and  the  rights 
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of  the  American  owners,  confiscated  and  sold  by 
the  order,  and  for  the  sole  account  of  the  Swedisn 
Government. 

Since  that  time  until  the  present  day  no  indem- 
nity whatever,  although  frequently  promised,  has 
ever  been  made  by  the  Swedish  Government  to 
the  injured  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Such,  according  to  the  archives  of  the  Ameri- 
can legation,  appear  to  be  the  simple  facts  belong- 
ing to  this  transaction,  and  with  regard  to  the 
nature  and  consequences  of  which  it  is  believed 
there  can  exist  no  diversity  of  opinion.  These 
facts  alone  would  have  been  amply  sufficient  to 
have  secured  the  success  of  the  American  claims, 
had  not  the  justice  of  these  claims  been  already 
repeatedly  acknowledged  by  the  Swedish  Govern- 
ment itself. 

During  the  original  sequestration  by  the  Swed- 
ish Government,  at  the  instance,  as  i?  stated,  of 
that  of  France,  the  Baron  de  Wetterstedt,  who 
was  then  charged  with  the  affairs  of  Pomerania, 
assured  Mr.  Speyer  that  the  participation  of  Swe- 
den in  that  proceeding  was  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tection, and  not  of  confiscation ;  inat  more  than 
thirty  despatches  had  been  transmitted  to  Paris  in 
order  to  obtain  the  release  of  the  sequestered  prop- 
erty, or  the  permission  to  sell  that  property,  either 
on  Swedish  account,  or  the  ^oint  account  of  Swe- 
den and  France ;  assuring  Mr.  Speyer,  at  the  same 
limcj  that,  in  case  such  release  or  permission  were 
obtained,  a  just  proportion  of  the  property,  or  its 
proceeds,  should  be  restored  to  the  rigntfui  Amer- 
ican owners. 

Even  after  the  confiscation  and  sale  of  the  prop- 
erty, the  Swedish  Government,  on  its  part,  never 
urged  any  right  in  justification  of  the  proceeding, 
nor  even  the  pretext  of  foreign  coercion  for  its  pal- 
liation. The  only  question  which  appears  to  have 
been  agitated  at  that  time  related  not  to  the  jus- 
tice, but  to  the  practicability  of  the  indemnification. 
There  was  no  controversy  as  to  the  principle ;  and 
even  a  proposition  to  give  it  effect,  by  the  delivery 
of  iron  cannon,  was  suggested  by  the  Baron  de 
Wetterstedt. 

The  doctrine  that  the  property  of  the  citizens  of 
a  friendly  State,  lawfully  imported  into  an  ultra- 
marine province  of  Sweden,  was  not  entitled  to 
the  same  protection  from  the  Swedish  Grovern- 
ment  as  when  imported  into  Sweden  itself,  (which, 
it  seems,  his  excellency  the  Count  d'Engestrom 
once  permitted  himself  to  intimate,)  it  is  not  ne- 
cessary here  to  examine.  The  question  now  pre- 
»ented  is  not  whether  the  Swedish  Government 
was  bound,  in  good  faith,  to  protect  the  American 
properly  at  Stralsund  against  the  violence  and 
injuries  of  foreign  nations,  but  whether  it  was  not 
bound  to  refrain,  itself,  from  voluntarily  confiscat- 
ing that  property,  and  converting  it  to  its  own  use, 
without  the  form  of  a  trial,  or  even  the  pretext  of 
foreign  compulsiiMi. 

The  note  which  his  excellency  the  Count 
d'Engestrom  addre.^sed  to  Mr.  Speyer,  on  the  22d 
of  May,  1813,  and  which  appears  to  be  the  last 
communication  made  on  the  subject,  states  that 
the  sequestration  took  place  upon  the  demand  of 


the  French  Grovernment,  and  in  conformity  to  the 
Treaty  of  Paris;  but  his  excellency  does  not  pre- 
tend that  the  final  confiscation  of  this  property, 
and  the  appropriation  of  its  proceeds,  were  at  the 
dictation  or  for  the  benefit  of  that  Government. 
Such  a  pretext,  indeed,  would  have  been  inconsis- 
tent with  the  previous  declaration  of  his  excel- 
lency himself;  for,  on  the  12th  of  August,  1811, 
he  informed  Mr.  Speyer,  as  appears  from  Mr. 
Speyer's  note  to  his  excellency  of  the  14th  of  that 
month,  that  "  the  sequestered  property  at  Stral- 
sund was  then  at  the  sole  disposal  of  His  Swedish 
Majesty."  It  is  not  of  the  original  act  of  seques- 
tration, whatever  might  have  been  its  origin,  or 
however  unjust  and  injurious  its  operation,  that 
the  undersigned  now  specially  complains ;  but  it 
is  for  the  final  and  voluntary  confiscation  and  sale 
of  the  property  by  the  Government  of  Sweden,  for 
its  own  account,  that  he  is  instructed  to  demand 
an  indemnity.  In  the  note  above  referred  to^  his 
excellency  does  not  even  insinuate  a  doubt  of  the 

iustice  of  such  a  demand;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
le  implicitly  admits  it  when  he  states  that  his 
Swedish  Majesty  had  hoped  to  have  been  able  to 
in4emnify  the  American  citizens  from  the  reve- 
nues of  his  Grerman  provinces.  In  thus  speaking 
of  indemnity,  the  relative  injury  is  certainly  ac- 
knowledged ;  why  the  funds  for  this  indemnity 
should  have  been  exclusively  sought  for  in  the 
revenues  of  the  German  provinces,  it  is  difficult 
to  determine.  The  American  citizens,  who  trusted 
their  property  in  a  port  of  Swedish  Pomerania, 
had  a  full  reliance  not  on  the  local  authorities  and 
resources  only,  but  on  the  universal  good  faith  and 
entire  power  of  the  Swedish  Government  for  jus- 
tice and  protection.  The  impossibility,  therefore, 
which  his  excellency  suggests,  on  account  of  the 
then  recent  invasion  of  Pomerania  by  the  French, 
to  accord  any  indemnity  whatever,  appears  to  have 
been  founded  on  a  supposition  erroneous  and  in- 
admissible. It  still  proves,  however,  that,  even  at 
that  time,  it  was  the  ability  and  not  the  obligation 
to  accord  the  indemnity  wnich  was  wanting  in  the 
view  of  the  Swedish  Grovernment. 

What  inference  his  excellency  wished  should  be 
drawn  from  the  fact  which  he  stated,  that  even 
Swedish  subjects  had  suffered,  without  indemnity, 
a  participation  in  the  evils  of  the  act  of  sequestra- 
tion, has  not  been  discovered.  It  is  not  believed 
that  his  excellency  intended  to  say  that  the  sover- 
eign of  a  country  has  the  right  to  treat  alien 
friends,  who  are  transitorily  within  his  jurisdic- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  trade,  in  the  same  luanner 
he  might  think  proper  to  treat  his  own  subjects — 
to  levy  on  them  the  same  taxes,  and  to  subject 
them  to  the  same  requisitions.  Were  such  a  doc- 
trine to  prevail,  there  would  bean  end  to  all  inter- 
national commerce.  Whatever  the  soverei^  of 
a  State  may  deem  fit  to  do,  within  his  own  juris- 
diction, in  relation  to  those  who  are  within  his 
allegiance,  cannot,  indeed,  be  found  to  be  wrong 
by  any  other  Grovernment;  but  there  certainly 
cannot  be  deduced  from  this  principle  a  rijght  to 
extend  oppressive  measures  to  the  citizens  ofother 
independent  States,  nor  can  these  citizens  be  sup- 
posed to  find  any  alleviation  of  their  sufferings  in 
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the  mere  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  they  do  not 
sufier  alone. 

If,  contrary  to  all  reason  and  usage,  it  could  be 
admitted  that  the  revenues  and  resources  of  Po- 
merania  were  alone  to  be  regarded  as  responsible 
to  the  American  claimants  for  the  property  there 
confiscated  by  Sweden,  and  the  invasion  by  the 
French  destroyed,  at  that  time,  those  means  of 
making  indemnity,  yet  that  invasion  was  of  brief 
duration,  and  that  province  has  since  become  an 
ample  source  of  wealth  and  empire  to  the  Swedish 
Grovernmeat,  in  having  not  only  furnished  an 
equivalent  at  the  Treaty  of  Kiel  for  the  acquisi- 

■»tioii  of  Norway,  but,  subsequently,  a  sufficient 
consideration  for  three  millions  and  a  half  of  dol- 
lars received  from  Prussia.  It  is,  indeed,  to  be 
r^retted  that,  while  the  Government  of  Sweden 

-applied  much  of  these  funds  to  objects  in  no  way 
connected  with  Pomerania,  it  should  have  totally 
neglected  all  satisfaction  of  the  American  claims, 

'Which  it  had  before  affected  to  consider  as  the 

•  special  debt  of  that  province. 

The  circumstance  that  the  duties  had  been  paid 
on  the  merchandise  previous  to  its  confiscation, 
and  never  returned,  not  only  proves  the  lawful- 
ness of  the  importation,  but  singularly  aggravates 
the  injury  inflicted  on  the  American  proprietors. 

<,  From  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  is  believed  that 
His  Swedish  Majesty's  Government  will  no  longer 
hesitate  toatford  that  indemnity  which  the  admit- 
ted justice  of  the  case  demands,  and  which  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  confidently  ex- 
pects from  the  known  integrity  and  good  faith 
of  His  Majesty.  The  inability  of  the  Swedish 
Government,  at  any  moment,  to  provide  this  in- 
demnity, cannot  be  admitted  ;  and,  after  its  recent 
success  and  aggrandizement,  it  would  be  offensive 
to  suggest  the  possibility  of  such  a  pretext  being 
again  urged  on  its  part. 

The  value  of  the  propwty,  at  the  current  price, 
when  it  was  first  swjuestered,  and  which  would 
furnish  the  just  rule  to  measure  the  indemnity,  is 
not  precisely  known  to  the  undersigned.  It  was, 
however,  considerably  greater  than  that  at  which 
this  property  was  afterwards  either  estimated  or  sold. 
This  propertv  was  estimated,  when  it  came  to 
the  free  disposal  of  the  Swedish  Government,  at 
one  hundred  and  ninety-two  thousand  rix  dollars, 
Pomeranian  currency;  and  was  actually  sold  to  a 
single  merchant  for  one  hundred  and  fifty-one 
thousand  dollars  of  the  same  money. 

According  to  an  estimate  communicated  by  Mr. 
Speyer  to  the  Baron  de  Wetterstedt  on  the  5th  of 
October,  1811,  the  first  cost  of  the  property  in  the 
United  States  was  one  hundred  and  ten  thousand 
Spanish  dollars. 
•  In  whatever  way,  therefore,  this  property  be 
valued,  the  amount  is  too  small  to  embarrass  the 
Swedish  Government  for  an  instant  in  providing 
the  requisite  funds  for  the  indemnification  of  the 
American  claimants.  Small,  however,  as  this 
amount  may  be,  and  little  as  it  is  calculated  to 
jttstify  a  refusal  of  indemnity  under  the  pretext  of 
inability,  it  has  unfortunately  been  found  sufficient 
serionsly  to  injure  the  American  owners,  and  to 
reduce  some  of  them  to  insolvency  and  ruin. 


The  undersigned  believes  it  unnecessary  to  say 
more ;  and  he  confidently  trusts  that  what  he  has 
said  will  not  have  been  in  vain.  He  trusts  that, 
while  the  relations  of  the  two  countries  are  placed 
on  so  liberal  a  basis  with  respect  to  the  future,  the 
prospect  they  open  may  not  be  overshadowed  by 
any  disagreeable  recollection  of  the  past,  whicn 
might  perplex  cither  party  with  doubts  of  the  jus- 
tice and  good  faith  ot  the  other. 

The  undersigned  prays  his  excellency  the  Count 
d'Engestrom  to  accept  the  assurances  of  his  high- 
est consideration. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. , 


The  QmiU  d'Engestrom  to  Mr.  Russell. 

Stockholm,  Sept.  6,  1816. 

The  undersigned,  Minister  of  State  and  of  For- 
eign Affairs,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  the  note  addressed  to  him  by  Mr.  Rus- 
sell, Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States, 
claiming  an  indemnity  for  certain  property  seques- 
tered, confiscated,  and  sold  some  years  back  at 
Stralsund,  by  order  and  for  the  account  of  the 
Swedish  Government. 

Before  giving  a  positive  answer  to  that  note,  the 
undersigned  considers  it  indispensably  necessary 
to  apply  to  the  former  Department  of  the  Affairs 
of  Pomerania  for  the  required  information  on  the 
subject  in  question.  He  will  not  fail,  on  receiv- 
ing It,  to  lay  the  affair  before  the  King,  and  to 
communicate  immediately  His  Majesty's  answer 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates,  either 
through  Mr.  De  Kautzow,  or  by  addressing  it  di- 
rectly to  Mr.  Russell. 

The  undersigned  seizes  this  occasion  to  renew 
to  Mr.  Russell  the  assurances  of  his  most  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

,  .    .  COUNT  D'ENGESTROM. 


Mr.  Russeil  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  '^ 

Stockholm,  Oct.  16,  1818. 

Sir  :  Before  making  any  further  communica- 
tion in  relation  to  the  Stralsund  claims,  I  believed 
it  to  be  proper  to  prepare  the  Swedish  Minister  for 
its  reception.  I  availed  myself  accordingly  for 
this  purpose  of  the  interview  which  I  obtained  on 
the  3d  instant. 

Count  d^Bngestrom,  as  usual,  approached  the 
subject  with  much  repugnance,  and  was  evidently 
embarrassed  in  finding  an  apology  for  his  extraor- 
dinary silence  in  relation  to  it.  He  did  remind 
me,  indeed,  that  the  business  was  not  originally  of 
his  department,  but  appeared  to  be  aware  that  this 
circumstance  could  no  longer  account  for  his  per- 
severance  in  avoiding  all  discussion.  He  there- 
fore abandoned  this  ground,  confe$.sed  himself  in 
fault,  and  assured  me  of  his  prompt  attention  to 
any  communication  which  I  might  now  think  ex- 
pedient to  make  on  the  subject.  With  regard  to 
the  merits  of  the  claims,  he  observed  that  the 
Swedish  Government  had  much  to  sav  m  its  de- 
fence, but  he  acknowledged  that  he  found  great 
difiKculty  in  getting  over  a  sort  of  promise  that 
had  been  given  to  accord  an  indemaity.    r--  '*■' 
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In  reflecting  on  this  conversation,  I  conceived  it 
might  be  usemi  still  to  make  one  effort  more,  be- 
fore I  took  leave  of  the  subject,  by  communicating 
the  declaration  which  you  had  prescribed  to  me  in 
your  last  instructions.  The  expressions  of  the 
king,  at  the  time  I  presented  my  credentials,  were, 
as  I  have  already  informed  you,  more  precise 
against  the  justice  of  the  claims  than  any  I  had 
before  heard  from  him ;  and  I  had  reason  to  believe 
that  Count  d'Engestrom  had  been  instructed  to 
take,  in  the  conversation  which  I  have  mentioned 
above,  that  ground.  To  prevent,  if  possible,  such 
a  course,  I  believed  it  might  be  useful  to  anticipate 
the  contemplated  movement,  and  to  interpret  the 
silence  in  respect  to  our  claims  into  a  recognition 
of  their  justice,  and  to  profit  of  the  confession  of 
Count  d'Engestrom,  "  tnat  there  had  been  a  sort 
of  promise  of  indemnity."  In  this  view,  a  strong 
and  rather  spirited  note  appeared  to  me  alone  cal- 
culated to  have  the  desired  effect.  I  therefore,  on 
the  5th  instant,  presented  to  the  Count  d'Enges- 
trom a  note,  of  which  the  enclosed  (A)  is  a  copy. 

I  did  not  hear  any  thine  in  reply  from  the  Count 
iratil  the  13th  instant,  when  I  received  from  him 
a  note  inviting  me  to  repair  to  the  Foreign  Office 
on  the  day  following. 

When  I  waited  on  him,  on  the  14th,  agreeably 
to  his  appointment,  he  began  the  conversation  by 
observing  that  he  had  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain 
a  definitive  decision  on  my  propositions  relative  to 
commerce,  although  he  was  in  daily  expectation 
of  being  authorized  to  communicate  to  me  such  a 
decision.  He  then  stated  that  he  had  been  com- 
manded to  invite  me  to  dine  with  the  King  the 
next  day,  as  His  Majesty  desired  to  converse  with 
me  concerning  the  Stralsund  claims ;  but  he  added, 
with  evident  cmbarrassTnent  and  much  hesitation, 
"  I  dare  not  present  your  note  to  His  Majesty,  and 
I  hope  you  do  not  wish  to  quarrel  with  us."  I 
could  not  but  be  surprised  at  his  alarm,  and  I  as- 
sured him  that  if  my  note  had  been  well  trans- 
lated he  could  have  found  nothing  in  it  of  a  hos- 
tile character ;  on  the  contrary,  it  had  been  dic' 
tated  by  the  most  unqualified  confidence  in  the 
justice  and  friendship  of  his  sovereign.     He  re- 

ioined,  that  it  had  caused  him  great  affliction,  and 
le  hoped  that  1  would  not  insist  on  his  communi- 
cating that  note  to  the  King,  as  it  would  be  the 
most  di^greeable  act  that  he  had  ever  performed 
during  the  long  period  that  he  had  been  in  office.  He 
entreated  me  to  allow  him  to  return  it,  and  to  con- 
sent to  address  to  hhn  another,  which  should  sim- 
ply remind  him  of  my  previous  communications, 
which,  he  remarked,  had  been  quite  strong  enough, 
and  he  engaged  that  such  a  note  should  have  a 
full  and  early  answer.  I  replied  that,  as  the  note 
already  delivered  appeared  entirely  fitted  to  the 
occasion,  I  could  not  consent  to  withdraw  it,  nor 
abandon  the  ground  that  had  been  taken.  If  he 
found,  contrary  to  what  had  been  intended  or  ex- 
pected, any  thing  harsh  in  that  note,  still  it  might 
be  Well  for  him  to  retain  it,  as  a  memorial  of  the 
feelings  that  had  been  excited  by  the  conduct  of 
the  Swedish  Government.  Willing,  however,  to 
place  him  at  his  ease,  I  consented  to  write  another 
note,  in  the  manner  he  had  requested.     He  ac- 


ceded to  these  proposals,  and  agreed  to  keep  the 
note  which  had  occasioned  so  much  inquietude. 
On  my  part  I  addressed  to  him,  on  the  same  day, 
another  note,  of  which  the  enclosed  (B)  is  a  copy. 

It  has  appeared  necessary  to  trouble  you  with 
these  details,  in  order  to  explain  to  you  the  suc- 
cessive delivery  of  two  notes,  so  different  in  char- 
acter, in  so  short  an  interval  of  time. 

My  views  in  writing  the  first,  and  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  second  was  delivered, 
have  been  alreadv  stated  ;  but  I  cannot  forbear  to 
acquaint  you  with  the  real  reasons  for  my  proceed- 
ings in  relation  to  the  latter. 

It  was  not  from  any  deference  to  the  sensibili- 
ties of  Count  d'Engestrom,  or  to  those  of  the 
King,  (however  reluctant  I  might  be  unnecessarily 
to  wound  them,)  that  induced  me  to  acquiesce  in 
the  wishes  which  the  Minister  had  expressed  to  be 
saved  from  the  painful  necessity  of  acting  on  my 
note  of  the  5th  instant.  Notwithstanding  his  dec- 
larations, I  was  fully  persuaded  that  the  contents 
of  that  note  had  actually  been  communicated  to 
the  Kin^.  This  persuasion  was  induced,  not  only 
by  the  time  which  had  elapsed  (a  period  of  seren 
days)  between  the  receipt  of  that  note  by  Coant 
d'Engestrom,  and  his  discovery  that  he  dared  not 
deliver  it  to  the  King,  but  by  the  invitation  for  me 
to  dine  with  the  King  the  next  day,  in  order  to 
converse  concerning  these  claims;  for  this  invita- 
tion must  have  resulted  from  a  knowledge  of  that 
note.  From  this  fact  I  was  reluctantly  obliged  to 
infer  that  my  note  had  failed  in  its  main  object, 
that  of  obtaining  indemnity  without  further  dis- 
cussion. I  was  now  reduced  to  the  alternative  of 
either  delivering  a  new  note,  and  listening  to  a 
tardy  attempt  at  justification,  or  of  running  the 
risk,  by  pressing  that  already  delivered,  of  fur- 
nishing a  pretext  for  an  abrupt  termination  of  all 
discussion,  and  perhaps  for  a  categorical  rejection 
of  the  claims.  The  interest  of  the  claimants  ap- 
peared to  recommend  the  former  course,  and  I 
accordingly  adopted  it.  And  this  I  did  th^  more 
willingly  as  the  stimulus  already  given  had  pro- 
duced all  the  excitement  of  a  favorable  tendency 
that  could  be  expected  from  it,  and  it  seemed  pru- 
dent to  administer  a  palliative,  in  order  to  prevwit 
consequences  more  violent  than  had  onginaHy 
been  contemplated. 

Agreeably  to  the  invitation  aborve  mentioned, 
I  dined  yesterday  with  the  King  at  his  country 
palace  of  Rosendala.  Immediately  after  dinner, 
ne  desired  me  and  Count  d'Engestrom  to  accom- 
pany him  into  his  private  apartments.  He  there 
at  once  introduced  the  subject  of  the  claims,  find 
expressed  a  regret  that  all  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  that  transaction  had  not  hitherto  been 
communicated  to  the  American  Government.  He 
observed  that  these  circumstances,  he  believed, 
would  palliate,  if  not  justify,  the  conduct  of  Swe- 
den in  that  transaction,  and  that  they  should  be 
immediately  addressed  to  me.  He  then  gave  di- 
rections to  Count  d'Engestrom,  in  conformity 
with  this  declaration,  and,  in  doing  so,  he  alluded 
to  an  order  of  the  French  Government,  desig- 
nating the  objects  to  which  the  proceeds  of  the 
Amencan  property  were  to  be  applied.    He  added 
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that  he  was  still  disposed  to  do  all  he  could  for  the 
relief  of  ibe  American  sufferers;  but  that,  as  he 
had  nothing  excepting  military  stores  at  his  dis- 
posal for  that  object,  he  could  furnish  this  relief 
ID  articles  of  that  description  only.     I  simply  re- 

Elied  that  we  could  not  have  expected  that  new 
lets  would  have  been  brought  Ibrward  at  this 
late  day,  after  the  earnest  manner  in  which  we 
had  so  long  urged  these  claims;  and  that  I  could 
hardly  believe — I  might  say  hope — that  these  facts 
were  of  a  nature  to  justify  the  Swedish  Govern- 
ment, and  exempt  it  from  all  responsibility.  I 
was,  however,  entirely  disposed  to  give  to  these 
facts,  whatever  they  might  be,  a  candid  consid- 
eration. 

I  am  now  waiting,  with  much  solicitude,  for 
the  communication  which  has  been  promised,  and, 
until  it  be  received,  I  must  refrain  from  giving 
an  opinion  in  relation  to  the  final  is&ue  of  this 
business.  ,  .<  .j   . 

After  what  I  have  written  atx>ve,  I  ought  to 
add,  that  the  manner  of  the  King,  always  gra- 
cious, was  peculiarly  so  on  this  occasion ;  and,  so 
far  from  his  betraying  any  signs  of  displeasure  at 
any  thing  I  had  done,  he  was  unusually  prodigal 
of  his  professions  of  friendship  for  the  American 
Government  and  people,  and  of  his  attentions  to 
their  Minister.  There  were  several  other  topics 
introduced  into  this  conversation,  which,  as  they 
have  no  relation  to  the  subject  of  this  letter,  I 
shall  reserve  for  another  communication. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 

■    -A.'  ■ 

Mr.  Rttsseli  to  Count  WEngestrom. 

Stockholm,  Oct.  5,  1818. 

The  undersigned.  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  has  the  honor  to 
acquaint  his  excellency  the  Count  d'Engestrom, 
Minister  of  State  and  of  Foreign  Affairs,  that  it 
is  not  without  surprise  and  pain  that  the  Ameri- 
can Government  has  learned  that  all  the  repre- 
sentations which  have  hitherto  been  made  to  the 
Government  of  Sweden  concerning  its  voluntary 
seizure  and  sale  of  the  bona  fide  properly  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  at  Stralsund,  in  1811, 
have  not  only  remained  without  effect  in  obtain- 
ing a  just  indemnity,  but  have  not  even  been  no- 
ticed with  the  common  courtesy  of  an  answer. 

Reluctantly,  indeed,  would  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  be  persuaded  that  this  ungra- 
cious silence  was  intended  to  add  indignity  to 
injustice.  The  character  of  both  Governments 
forbids  such  a  construction ;  for  it  is  believed  that 
they  are  both  equally  incapable  of  offering  or  suf- 
fering an  injury  of  this  description. 

It  is  now  more  than  two  years  since  the  under- 
signed had  the  honor  to  present  to  his  excellency, 
on  the  3d  of  September,  1816,  the  facts  on  which 
the  American  claims  are  founded.  If  the  inter- 
ference of  a  private  agent  of  the  American  claim- 
ants furnished  good  cause  for  suspending  all  com- 
munication between  the  two  Governments  on  the 
•ubject,  yet,  when  that  interference  had  terminated 


without  effect,  (and  it  did  so  terminate  more  than 
a  year  since,  as  appears  by  a  letter  of  that  agent 
to  the  Baron  de  Wetterstedt,  of  the  3d  of  Octo- 
ber, 1817,)  the  fitness  of  such  communication  be- 
tween the  two  Governments  was  necessarily  re- 
stored. It  was  in  this  conviction  that  the  under- 
signed addressed  a  note  to  his  excellency  on  the 
16th  of  February  last,  referring  to  that  above  men- 
tioned, of  the  3d  of  September,  1816,  and  again 
urging  an  early  attention  to  the  American  claims. 
It  was  not  until  the  27th  of  April  that  the  under- 
signed was  favored  with  even  an  acknowledgment 
of  the  bare  receipt  of  this  note  of  the  preceding 
February,  and  since  that  time  he  has  not  heard  fur- 
ther from  his  excellency  in  respect  to  these  claims. 
The  only  inference  consistent  with  the  friendly 
and  honorable  feelings  of  both  Governments,  which 
it  is  now  permitted  to  draw  from  this  persevering 
though  tacit  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  Swedish 
Government  t)  enter  into  all  discussion  of  the 
merits  of  the  quesiioo,  is,  that  the  evident  and  fre- 
quently acknowledged  justice  of  the  claims  has 
not  only  left  little  room  for  such  a  discussion,  but 
has,  added  to  the  repeated  declarations  and  over- 
tures of  the  Swedi.sh  Government,  prevented,  with 
that  Government,  to  recognise  the  obligation  of 
mart  than  an  implied  promise  to  accord  satisfactory 
indemnity.  It  is,  therefore,  from  a  confidence  in 
the  good  faith  as  well  a5  in  the  justice  of  His  Swe- 
dish Majesty's  Grovernment  that  such  an  inference 
is  drawn,  and  that  the  undersigned  feels  not  only 
authorized,  but  reioiced  to  be  able,  under  the  in- 
structions which  he  has  just  received,  to  abstain 
from  entering  further  at  this  time  into  a  disagree- 
able discussion  of  right,  and  to  confine  himself  to 
desiring  his  excellency  to  state,  with  precision,  the 
utmost  amount  whicn  His  Majesty  may,  in  bis 
generosity  and  commiseration  of  tne  individuals 
immediately  concerned,  as  well  as  in  his  regard 
for  equity,  and  his  consideration  and  friendship  for 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  be  willing 
to  accord  for  the  relief  and  indemnity  of  the  sui- 
ferers,  and  the  mode  in  which  it  may  be  proposed 
to  furnish  that  amount.  .  ,  ,       ::i  ,«   « 

The  undersigned  takes  leave  to  remind  his  excel- 
lency that  to  the  value  of  the  merchandise  should 
be  added  the  amount  of  the  duties  which  were 
paid  by  the  proprietors,  and  the  accumulated  in- 
terest of  more  than  seven  years,  in  order  to  consti- 
tute an  adequate  indemnity. 

The  pure  and  lofty  principles  which  the  Ameri- 
can Government  never  ceases  to  cherish  and  to 
practise  in  its  intercourse  with  all  nations,  and  the 
confident  expectation  which  it  entertains  that  the 
monarch  who  has  been  elevated  to  the  throne  by 
his  virtues  will  be  distinguished  for  the  moral  dig- 
nity of  his  reign,  forbid  all  distrust  or  apprehen- 
sion that  the  request  which  the  undersigned  has 
now  stated  to  his  excellency  will  not  be  answered 
by  a  prompt  and  satisfactory  compliance. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion 
to  renew  to  his  excellency  the  assurance  of  hii 
highest  consideration. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 

Count  D'ENaESTROM.  '^* ' 
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B. 

Mr.  Russell  to  Count  dPEngettrom. 

Stockholm,  October  14,  1818. 

The  undersigned,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  has  the  honor  to 
acquaint  his  excellency  the  Count  d'Engestrom, 
Minister  of  Stale  and  of  Foreign  Afiairs,  that  the 
instructions  which  he  has  received  make  it  his  duty 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Swedish  Government 
once  more  to  the  claims  of  American  citizens  for 
indemnity  for  their  property  sequestered  at  Stral- 
sund, in  the  year  1810,  and  there  sold  the  year  fol- 
lowing, by  the  order  and  for  the  sole  account  of  His 
Swedish  Majesty's  Government. 

From  a  confidence  in  the  justice  and  liberality 
of  his  Majesty,  the  undersigned  forbears  at  this 
time  from  acting  on  his  instructions  in  their  full 
cpirit  and  extent,  and  confines  himself  to  requesting 
His  Excellency  to  cause  this  matter  to  be  taken 
into  immediate  consideration^  and  to  obtain  thereon 
an  early  and  equitable  decision. 

The  undersigned  trusts  that  the  representations 
which  he  has  already  made  on  this  subject,  partic- 
ularly in  his  note  of  the  3d  of  September,  1816, 
hitherto  unanswered,  render  it  now  unnecessary  for 
him  to  enter  into  a  further  discussion. 

The  undersigned  seizes  this  occasion  to  renew 
to  his  excellency  the  assurance  of  his  highest 
consideration. ..         , 

.'      .  JONA.  RUSSELL. 


'     •'       Mr.  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Florence,  Ftbruary  22,  1819. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you, 
enclosed,  a  note  received  at  Berlin,  from  the  Count 
d'Engestrom,  in  reply  to  that  which  1  had  addressed 
to  him,  on  the  14th  of  October  last,  in  relation  to 
the  Stralsund  claims.  This  reply  was  not  only 
unsatisfactory,  but  it  was  entirely  at  variance  witn 
the  spirit  of  the  verbal  assurances  which  had  been 
made  to  me.  To  have  left  it  without  a  comment 
would,  I  believe,  have  given  it  a  weight  to  which 
it  was  not  entitled,  and  might  have  been  construed 
into  an  admission,  on  my  part,  that  the  facts  and 
arguments  which  it  contained  were  incontroverti- 
ble and  unanswerable.  To  prevent  such  a  con- 
struction, and  to  fulfil  your  last  instructions,  which  I 
had  hitherto  deferred  communicating,  in  hopes  that 
ail  equitable  decision  of  the  Swedish  Grovernment 
might  have  rendered  my  so  doing  unnecessary,  I 
addressed  to  Count  d'Engestrom,  from  Vienna,  a 
note,  of  which  you  will  also  find  a  copy  enclosed. 
I  hope  that  the  reasons  here  stated,  and  the  pecu- 
liarity of  my  situation,  may  rescue  the  course 
which  I  have  pursued  from  censure. 

To  avoid  repetition,  I  referred  the  Swedish  Min- 
ister generally  to  my  note  of  the  6th  of  September, 
1816.  In  that  note  he  will  find  that  he  himself 
informed  Mr.  Speyer  that  the  American  merchan- 
dise was,  on  the  12th  of  August,  1811,  at  the  sole 
disposition  of  the  Swedish  Ckivernment. 

This  is  the  first  opportunity  that  I  have  had  of 
communicating  with  the  United  States  since  I  left 
Vienna,  which,  1  trust,  will  satisfactorily  account 
16th  Con.  1st  Scss.— 72 


for  my  not  having  sooner  transmitted  to  you  the 
enclosed  papers.    1  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac. 

JONA.  RUSSELL. 


Count  d'Engestrom  to  3fr.  RusseU. 

Stockholm,  Orfo6er  27,  1818. 

The  undersigned.  Minister  of  State  and  of  For- 
eign Affairs,  has  laid  before  the  King  his  august 
sovereign,  the  note  which  Mr.  Russell,  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
did  him  the  honor  to  address  to  him,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  renewing  his  claim  in  behalf  of  certain 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  of  indemnity  for 
losses  sustained  by  them  in  Swedish  Pomerania, 
by  the  confiscation  of  certain  vessels  and  cargoes, 
their  property. 

The  undersigned  thinks  it  unnecessary  to  reca- 
pitulate the  details  of  an  affair,  all  the  material 
circumstances  of  which  are  already  known  to  Mr. 
Russell.  It  occurred  at  an  unfortunate  period, 
when  a  despotic  sway,  embracing  all  parts  of  the 
globe,  exercised  its  disastrous  influence  alike  on 
friends  and  foes;  and  when  France,  the  aHy  of 
America,  was  equally  regardless  of  her  interest  as 
those  of  other  Powers. 

It  is  an  undisputed  fact  that  the  American  ves* 
sels  in  question  entered  the  ports  of  Pomerania 
whilst  that  province  was  still  under  the  dominion 
of  Sweden  ;  but  scarcely  was  the  French  Govern- 
ment informed  of  it,  when  it  gave  orders  to  its 
agent  in  Pomerania  to  demaad  the  seizure  and  con- 
fiscation of  these  vessels  to  the  benefit  of  France ; 
alleging,  in  justification  of  this  violent  pretension, 
the  system  called  contineni<U,  under  which  France 
then  cloaked  her  projects  of  progressive  encroach- 
ment, menacing  all  Europe,  but  which  had,  not- 
withstanding, been  admitted  by  it,  and  was  ac- 
ceded to  by  all  the  European  Powers  at  peace  with 
the  Frencn  Empire.  The  imposing  force  at  that 
time  kept  up  by  France  in  those  countries  left  no 
alternative  to  the  Swedish  Government,  which 
was  reluctantly  compelled  to  acquiesce  in  her  de- 
mands. The  steps  then  taken  by  Sweden  witk 
the  French  Government,  to  obtain  a  transfer  to 
her  of  the  property  thus  confiscated,  were  prompt- 
ed by  a  desire  to  restore  it  to  the  lawful  owners ; 
but  they  proved  ineffectual,  France  having  agreed 
to  the  transfer  on  certain  conditions  only,  expressly 
stipulating  that  the  proceeds  of  these  cargoes  should 
be  immediately  employed  in  placing  Pomerania  in 
a  state  of  defence  against  the  English  naval  force, 
which  then  threatened  all  the  shores  of  the  Baltic. 

To  this  object,  wholly  foreign  to  the  particular 
interests  of  Sweden,  they  were  applied ;  and  the 
Swedish  Grovernment  was  thereby  disappointed  iii 
its  hopes  of  procuring  the  restitution  to  the  Ameri- 
can citizens,  the  original  owners  of  the  ships  and 
cargoes  now  under  consideration.  But,  as  an  in- 
contestable proof  of  its  sincere  desire  to  alleviate 
their  losses  as  far  as  depended  on  it,  an  inquiry 
was  instituted  in  concert  with  Mr.  Eckie,  agent 
for  the  claimants ;  and  the  proposals  then  made  to 
him  for  the  attainment  of  the  object  just  alluded 
to^  with  his  rejection  of  them,  are  well  known  to 
Mr.  Russell. 
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■  It  was  cause  of  regret  to  the  Swedish  Oor- 
emment  that  the  course  suggested  by  it  was  not 
adopted,  as  it  seemed  to  be  the  only  one  adapted 
to  meet  the  views  of  Mr.  Eckie.  His  Majesty 
feels  assured,  however,  of  the  disposition  oi  the 
United  States  to  do  justice  to  the  desire  mani- 
fested by  His  Majesty  on  this,  as  on  every  other 
occasion,  of  doing  every  thing  possible  to  evince  his 
high  esteem  for  a  Power  with  which  it  is  his  con- 
stant wish  to  maintain  the  most  amicable  relations. 

In  pursuance  of  thes<!  sentiments,  the  under- 
signed has  received  the  King's  commands  to  renew 
to  Mr.  Russell  the  assurance,  which  His  Majesty 
has  already  given  to  hini  in  person,  of  the  sati»- 
ftction  witn  which  he  would  discover  any  practi- 
cable mode  of  alleviating  the  losses  sustained  by 
the  American  citizens  alluded  to,  through  the  con- 
fiscation of  their  property  in  Pomerania  in  1811. 
His  Majesty  has  a  particular  satisfaction  in  recol- 
lecting that,  about  the  same  period,  the  Swedish 
Government  restored  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  thirty-three  vessels,  with  valuable  cargoes, 
then  under  detention  in  Sweden,  in  consequence 
of  a  formal  requisition  of  the  mi&>ion  of  France  at 
Stockholm.  His  Majesty  availed  himself,  on  that 
occasion,  of  the  force  under  the  control  of  his  Gov- 
ernment in  Sweden ;  but  he  saw,  with  deep  concern, 
the  impossibility  of  taking  corresponding  measures 
in  his  Pomeranian  territories,  they  being,  besides, 
as  well  in  virtue  of  their  particular  compacts  with 
France,  as  by  the  presence  of  the  French  armies, 
completely  under  the  influence  of  the  continental 
system,  to  which  Prussia,  Denmark,  and  the  other 
Governments  on  the  shores  of  the  Baltic,  had  de- 
clared their  adherence. 

The  undersigned,  in  conformity  to  these  orders 
of  the  King,  his  august  sovereign,  avails  himself, 
with  pleasure,  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  Mr. 
Russell  the  assurance  of  his  high  consideration. 
COUNT  D'ENGESTROM. 


3fr.  Riusell  to  the  Count  d? Engestrom. 

Vienna,  December  12,  1818. 

The  undersigned,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  has  the  honor  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  the  note  which  his  ex- 
cellency the  Count  d'Engestrom,  Minister  of  State 
and  of  Foreign  Affairs,  addressed  to  him  at  Berlin, 
onder  date  of  the  27th  October  last.  His  excel- 
letMjy  will  not  be  surprised  to  learn  that  the  under- 
signed has  been  able  to  discover  nothing  in  that 
note  calculated  to  discharge  the  Swedish  Govern- 
ment from  its  obligation  of  providing  an  adequate 
indemnity  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  for 
the  confiscation  of  their  merchandise,  in  1811,  at 
Stralsund,  then  under  the  dominion  of  Sweden. 

The  undersigned  had  confidently  expected,  from 
the  conversations  with  which  he  had  so  recently 
been  honored  by  His  Majesty  the  King,  and  by  his 
exceilency  the  Count  d'Engestrom,  that,  whatever 
objections  might  have  been  entertained  to  the  jus- 
tice of  the  American  claims,  they  would,  in  this 
tardy  communication,  have  been  distinctly  and 
definitely  stated,  and  supported  by  documents  of 
an  authentic  and  unimpeachable  character.  .His 


Majesty,  at  the  very  last  interview  which  he  ac- 
corded to  the  undersigned,  and  at  which  his  excel- 
lency was  present,  expressly  called  the  attention 
of  his  excellency  to  a  particular  note  of  the  French 
Minister,  which  he  intimated  to  be  in  point,  and 
which  he  ofiered  to  furnish  to  his  excellency,  if 
not  already  in  his  department,  for  the  avowed  pur- 

g)se  of  being  communicated  to  the  undersigned, 
at  even  that  note  has  not  been  so  communicated, 
nor  does  the  despatch  of  his  excellency  contain  the 
most  remote  allusion  to   it.     From  a  silence  so 
extraordinary,  the  undersigned   is   compelled   to 
infer  that  the  note  of  the  French  Minister  was 
found,  on  examination,  not  to  be  of  a  nature  to 
justify  or  to  palliate  the  proceedings  of  the  Swedish 
Government.     It  was  not  without  extreme  disap- 
pointment and  regret,  after  having  thus  been  en- 
couraged to  expect  an  explanation,  at  least  pre- 
cise,  if  not  satisfactory,   that   he   finds   himsdf 
referred  by  his  excellency,  in  a  most  vague  and 
general  manner,  for  a  vindication  of  the  conduct 
of  that  Government,  exclusively  to  the  coercive 
measures  of  France  under  the  system  commonly 
denominated  continental,  without  the  faintest  in- 
timation of  any  specific  provision  of  that  system 
which  could  apply  to  this  case,  or  the  slightest 
proof  of  its  actual  application.     The  undersigned 
feels  not  the  smallest   hesitation  in  declaring  his 
entire  conviction  that  there  was  no  such  provision 
and   no  such  application.     It  is  in  vain  that  he 
has  sought  in  the  imperial  decree  promulgated  at 
Berlin. Milan,  Rambouillet,  or  elsewhere,  on  which 
that  system  was  founded,  for  the  discovery  of  such 
a  provision;  and   it  is  not  permitted  him  to  pre- 
sume that  any  Government,  however  subservient 
at  the  time  to  the  views  of  the  French  monarch, 
could  have  gratuitously  consented  to  extend  the 
evils  of  those  arbitrary  mandateti  by  a  constructive 
application  ;  and  still  less  is  it  to  be  presumed  that 
a  pretext,  from  intere.sted  motives,  could  have  been 
sought  in  that  uorighteous  system   to  mask   the 
violence,  or  to  sanction  the  injustice,  which  it  did 
not  most  explicitly  and  imperiously  impose.     The 
demand  which  his  txcrllency  states  to  have  been 
made  by  the  agent  of  the  French  Government  in 
Pomerania  for  the  seizure  and  confiscation,  under 
the  continental  system,of  the  American  merchan- 
dise for  the  account  of  France,  must  have  been 
too  degrading  and  unjust  to  have  obtained  an  un- 
qualified compliance  on  the  part  of  Sweden  ;  and 
that  it  did  not  obtain  such  a  compliance  is  in- 
controvertible, from  the  notorious  fact  that  this 
merchandise,  although  seized  by  the  Swedish  au- 
thorities on  the  10th  of  June,  1810,  was  not  confis- 
cated, but  held  in  a  state  of  sequestration  only, 
until  the  French  Minister  at  Stockholm,  by  his 
note  of  the  12th  of  July,  181 1,  announc#-d  the  con- 
sent of  bis  sovereign  to  the  termination  of  that 
sequestration,  on  the  sole  condition  that  the  colo- 
nial produce  which  it  affected  should  not  be  in- 
troduced into  France,  or  into  the  States  of  the 
Confederation  of  the  Rhine.     The  extraordinary 
demand  of  the  French  agent  in  Pomerania,  foun(f- 
ed,  as  his  excellency  states,  on  the  continental  sys- 
tem, produced^  therefore,  a  temporary  sequester 
only,  and  furnished  no  pretext  for  the  subsequent 
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and  final  confiscation  of  the  merchandise  to  which 
it  applied,  and  no  extenuation  of  its  injustice. 
The  undersij^ned  is  not  disposed  now  to  deny  that 
a  demand  oi  this  kind  was  made,  as  the  note  of 
the  French  Minister  just  mentioned  implies  the 
pri'vious  participation  of  France  in   the  act  of 
sequestration  ;  yet,  that  demand  having  never  been 
eoinmunicated  to  the  American  Government  in 
the  shape  in  which  it  was  preferred,  as  courtesy,  if 
not  right,  appeared  to  require,  it  may  be  permitted 
te  entertain  some  doubt  in  respect  to  its  precise  im- 
Dort  and  extent,  particularly  as  it  was  allowed  to 
have  but  a  partial  ai^d  transitory  eflect.     It  neces- 
sarily follows,  from  the  facts  which  the  under- 
signed has  now  had  the  honor  to  present,  that  the 
continental  system,  or  any  demand  of  the  French 
agent  in  Pomerania,  whatever  influence  they  might 
unduly  have  had  in  causing  the  original  seizure, 
could  have  had  none  in  producing  the  final  sale 
of  the  merchandise,  and  the  appropriation  of  its 
proceeds  by  the  Government  of  Sweden. 

The  undersigned  is  far  from  being  disposed  to 
vindicate  the  continental  system,  or  the  acquies- 
cence of  any  nation  in  its  iniquitous  reouisitions ; 
but  his  excellency  appears  to  have  formed  an 
erroneous  estimate  of  the  extent  of  both.     None 
of  the  nations  whose  dominions  border  on  the  Bal- 
tic ever  committed,  in  relation   to  the  United 
States,  nor,  it  is  believed,  in  relation   to  other 
friendly  nations,  any  act  similar  to  that  for  which 
the  undersigned  has  been  instructed   to  ask   in- 
demnity from  Sweden.    Of  the  conduct  of  Russia 
and  Prussia  during   the  continental  system,   the 
United  States  have  no  cause  to  complain  ;  and  if 
Denmark   imposed  a  sequestration,  towards  the 
close  of  the  year  1809,  on  American  vessels  and 
their  cargoes  in  her  ports,  that  sequestration  con- 
Unued  for  a  few  months  only,  and  the  American 
property  subjected  to  it  was  restored,  without  ex- 
ception,  to    the   lawful   owners.     If  the   United 
States  have  now  claims  on  Denmark,  it  is  for  the 
lawless  depredations  of  her  privateers,  and  the  un- 
just decision  of  her  tribunals,  and  not  for  the  con- 
fiscation, without  the  form  of  a  trial,  of  property 
acknowledged  to  be  American,  and  fairiy  and  reg- 
ularly entered  at  her  custom-houses.     Of  all  the 
nations  bordering  on  the  Baltic,  it  was  left  for 
Sweden  alone  to  receive  duties,  and  summarily 
and  peremptorily  to  confiscate  the  merchandise, 
without  suggesting  a  doubt  of  its  origin  or  owner- 
ship.   Such  are  the  facts ;  and  they  save  the  un- 
dersigned from  the  necessity  of  protesting  against 
the  doctrine  that  the  violence  or  injustice  of  one 
Government  can  be  drawn   into  precedent,  and 
cited    as    authority   to   sanction    the   wrongs   of 
another.  ® 

Waiving  at  this  time  all  further  consideration 
of  the  original  act  of  sequestration  at  Stralsund  in 
1810,  whatever  might  have  been  its  .source,  or  the 
injuries  which  it  inflicted  on  the  unoffending  and 
confiding  citizens  of  the  United  States,  the  under- 
signed cannot  refrain  from  repeating  distinctly  to 
his  excellency  the  facts  on  which  the  American 
Government  founds  its  claims  for  indemnity  for 
the  ultimate  sale  and  appropriation  of  the  seques- 
i«Tcd  property  by  the  Government  of  Sweden. 


The  note  above  mentioned  of  the  Baron  Alquier, 
the  French  Minister  at  Stockholm,  of  the  12ih  ol' 
Julv,  1811,  left  that  property  at  the  free  disposal 
of  the  Swedish  Government,  on  the  sole  condition 
already  stated ;  and  that  Government,  instead  of 
availing  itsdf  of  the  liberty  thus  accorded  to  ter- 
minate the  sequester,  and  to  restore  the  property 
to  the  American  owners,  profited  by  the  accidental 
possession  acquired  by  the  sequester  to  sell  tkst 
property  on  its  own  account. 

The  Swedish  Government,  forgetting  its  pre- 
vious  assurances,  and  disregarding  the  incontro- 
vertible rights  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  friendly  relations  which  had  not  ceased  to 
subsist  between  the  two  countries,  advertised  that 
property  for  sale  at  Stralsund  on  the  2d  day  of 
August.  1811,  actually  sold  it  on  the  14th  day  of 
the  same  rnonth.  and  caused  the  proceeds  thereof 
to  be  paid  into  the  Swedish  royal  treasury  in  Pom- 
erania.    These  facts,  it  is  believed,  will  not  becon- 
tested,  for  they  are  supported  by  documents  of  ac- 
knowledged authenticity.    Between   the  12th  of 
July,  1811,  the  day  on  which  this  property  wis 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Swedish  Government, 
and  the  2d  day  of  the  following  month,  on  which 
it  was  advertised  for  sale,  there  elapsed  twenty-onfl 
days  only— a  period  barely  sufl&cient  for  deciding 
on  the  royal  order  at  Stockholm,  and  for  its  trans- 
mission to  Stralsund,  and  for  the  preparation  and 
publication  of  the  advertisement.    The  undersigned 
IS  ignorant  of  the  date  of  that  order ;  but,  froni  the 
consideration  just  suggested,  it  could  not  well  have 
been  issued  at  a  later  day  than  the  20th  of  the  same 
nionth  of  July,  and  consequently  not  more  than 
eight  days  after  the  note  of  the  Baron  Alquier  had 
announced  the  complete  liberation,  on  the  part  of 
France,  of  the  sequestered  property.     Whatever 
might  have  been  the  extravagance  and  versatility 
of  the  predominant  despotism  of  the  time,  it  wiU 
not  be  presumed  that  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  will  volunteer  a  belief  of  a  total  change 
of  |)olicy  in  so  brief  a  period;  and  that,  instead  of 
consenting  to  raise  the  sequester,  as  so  formally 
and  recently  announced,  it  had  been  capriciously 
resolved  toprocecd  to  immediate  confiscation.     His 
excellency  must  be  aware  that  the  precise  orders 
received  from  the  French  Government  during  that 
period  should  be  produced,  and  communicared  to 
the  American  Grovernmont,  to  obtain  its  faith  in 
the  existence  of  an  inconsistency  in  its  nature  so 
incredible.     But   neither  his   excellency  nor  any 
other  Swedish  functionary,  has  attempted  to  show 
that  any  such  orders  were  so  received;  and  the 
undersigned  will  now  dare  to  trouble  his  excel- 
lency with  proof,  not  merely  presumptive,  that 
they  were  not.     A  declaration  of  the  Swedish  au- 
thorities in  Pomerania  renders  it  certain  that  they 
at  least  acted  in  complete  ignorance  of  such  orders, 
as  well  as  of  all  French  interference  on  the  occa- 
sion, and  in  the  full  conviction  that  the  Swedish 
Government  at  Stockholm  had  the  exclusive  con- 
trol of  the  transaction.     This  declaration  is  con- 
tained in  the  reply  of  those  authorities,  on  the  0th 
of  August,  1811,  to  a  memorial  presented  to  them 
on  the  6th  of  that  month,  by  certain  merchants  of 
Stralsund,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  of  their 
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American  constituents.  This  reply  clearly  mani- 
fests the  opinion  which  the  Sweaish  regency  in 
Pomerania  entertained  of  the  justice  of  the  obiect 
of  the  memorial,  and  of  the  competency  of  their 
sovereign  to  decide  definitively  in  relation  to  it. 
It  is  likewise  evident,  from  their  engagement  to 
place  provisionally  the  proceeds  of  the  merchandise 
claimed  in  the  royal  chamber,  that  they  acted  in- 
dependently of  all  French  interference,  and  that 
there  was  no  agent  of  France  in  their  vicinity 
whom  they  felt  themselves  obliged  to  consult  or 
to  obey  in  this  proceeding. 

The  undersigned  presents  herewith  to  his  excel- 
lency a  copy  of  the  translation,  by  a  sworn  inter- 
preter, of  this  reply,  as  well  as  of  the  memorial  it- 
self, as  they  are  both  in  perfect  accordance  with 
the  statement  of  facts  now  submitted. 

But  the  evidence  which  irresistibly  carries  with 
it  conviction  that  the  royal  orders  iiisued  at  Stock- 
holm for  the  sale  of  the  sequestered  merchandise 
at  Slralsund  could  not  have  been  in  consequence 
of  any  requisition  of  the  French  Government  re- 
ceived subsequently  to  the  note  above  mentioned 
of  the  Baron  Alquj^,  of  the  12th  of  July,  1811,  is 
collected  from  another  note  from  that  Minister, 
addressed  to  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Royal, 
on  the  13th  of  August  of  the  same  year.  In  this 
note,  the  Baron  refers,  with  sufficient  precision, 
to  that  which  he  had  addressed  to  the  Swedish 
Minister  on  the  I2lh  of  the  preceding  month,  and 
clearly  admits,  by  the  manner  in  which  he  refers 
to  it,  that,  since  that  time,  he  had  neither  received 
from  his  Government,  nor  communicated  to  that 
of  Sweden,  any  instructions  whatever  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  merchandise  which  had  been  seques- 
tered in  Swedish  Pomerania.  The  Royal  order, 
therefore,  which  was  despatched  from  Stockholm 
in  sufficient  season  to  cause  the  advertisement  of 
that  merchandise  at  Stralsund  on  the  2d  day  of 
August,  must  have  been  the  free  and  spontaneous 
act  of  the  Swedish  Government,  uninfluenced  by 
any  requisition  of  France. 

The  undersigned  dares  to  present  herein  to  his 
excellency  copies  of  the  two  notes  of  the  French 
Minister  already  mentioned,  as  it  is  possible,  from 
the  apparent  unacquaintance  of  his  excellency 
with  their  contend,  that  they  may  not  readily  be 
found  in  the  archives  of  his  Department. 

There  is  one  part  of  the  note  of  the  12th  of 
July  on  which  it  may  still  be  proper  to  make  a 
few  observations.  The  duties  which  appeared  to 
have  been  sequestered  and  claimed  by  France,  as 
"well  as  the  merchandise,  were  here  expressly  al- 
lowed to  be  received  for  the  account  of  the  Swe- 
dish Government,  while,  in  consenting  to  free  the 
merchandise,  there  is  no  intimation  or  its  ulterior 
appropriation.  The  duties  undoubtedly  belonged 
to  Sweden,  and  merchandise,  at  least  that  part  of 
it  of  which  there  is  here  a  question,  to  citizens  of 
the  United  States ;  and  if  the  French  Govern- 
ment had  for  a  time  claimed  both,  it  was  now 
obviously  its  intention  to  abandon  both  to  their 
lawful  owners  respectively.  Common  sense  and 
common  usage  can  sanction  no  other  construction ; 
for  the  right  of  Sweden  being  expressly  recog- 
nised to  the  duties  only,  necessarily  implied  a  de- 


nial of  her  right  to  the  merchandise,  which  was 
not  so  recognised.  Exprttsio  unius  est  txdutio  al- 
terUis.  On  raising  the  requester,  the  parties  con- 
cerned were  to  be  reinstated  in  their  respective 
rights;  the  Swedish  Government,  therefore,  in  its 
subsequent  conduct  relative  to  merchandise,  ap* 
pears  to  have  acted  not  only  without  the  coer- 
cion of  the  French  Emperor,  out  in  opposition  to 
his  intentions. 

The  note  of  the  12th  of  July  is  certainly  at 
variance,  both  in  its  tone  and  object,  with  that  of 
the  13th  of  August ;  but  whether  this  variance  is 
to  be  ascribed  to  the  temper  and  error  of  the  French 
Minister,  or  to  a  change  in  the  sentiments  and 
policy  ol  his  Government,  it  is  not  necessary  for 
the  undersigned  to  inquire  ;  it  is  sufficient,  for  the 
justification  of  the  views  which  he  has  now  pre- 
sented, that  my  note  of  the  12th  of  July  was  clear 
and  explicit  in  its  terms,  and  that  it  unequivocally 
placed  the  American  merchandise  at  the  sole  and 
unrestricted  disposal  of  Sweden.     Nor  does  it  be- 
long to  him  to  reconcile  the  new  proofs  of  the  con- 
stant friendship  given  by  the  French  Monarch  to 
that  of  Sweden   in  consenting,  on  the  12th  of 
July,  to  raise  the  sequester  on   the  colonial  pro- 
duce at  Stralsund  with  the  ungracious  demand, 
made  on  the   i3th  of  the  following  month,  to 
cause  that  produce  to  be  sold  under  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  French  vice-consul,  and  the  proceeds 
thereof  to  be  deposited  in  the  French  vice-con- 
sular chest.     The  demand,  made  at  Stockholm  on 
on  the  13th  of  August,  could  not  have  had  any 
influence  on  the  sale  of  the  merchandise  whica 
took  place  at  Stralsund  on  the  very  next  day  ;  and 
it  is  certainly  unnecessary  to  intimate  the  impos- 
sibility of  imputing  to  that  demand  the  previous 
order  issued  at  Stockholm,  or  the  advertisement 
published  at  Stralsund,  in  conformity  to  which 
that  sale  was  efi'ected  ;  besides,  the  fact  is  notorious 
as  already  stated,  that  the  French  vice-consul  was 
not  allowed  to  interfere,  and  that  the  proceeds  of 
the  merchandise  were  paid,  not  into  the  French 
vice-consular  chest,  but  into  the  Swedish  roy^ 
chamber  in  Pomerania.  ..     .     i 

Were  any  proofs,  in  addition  to  that  contained 
in  the  reply  to  the  memorial  above  mentioned,  ne- 
cessary to  establish  the  entire  independence  of  the 
Swedish  regency  at  Stralsund  of  all  French  au- 
thority, and  that  they  acted  solely  on  the  orders  of 
their  own  sovereign,  this  proof  would  be  conclu- 
sively furnished  by  the  note  of  the  French  Minister 
of  the  13th  of  August,  which  expressly  states  that 
they  refused  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  French 
vice-consul  without  first  consulting  their  Grovern- 
ment  and  asking  its  instructions.  It  is.  therefore, 
evident  that  neither  the  presence  of  tne  French 
troops  in  Pomerania,  nor  the  treaties  of  Sweden 
with  France,  had  induced  even  the  Swedish  local 
authorities  to  the  necesi^ity  of  submitting  to  the 
undefined  exactions  of  the  continental  system,  or 
of  obeying  the  commands  of  a  French  vice-consul. 
These  authorities  still  had  the  spirit,  surrounded 
as  they  might  have  been  by  troops  and  by  treaties, 
to  act  in  conformity  to  the  orders  of  their  own 
sovereign  only ;  and  it  is  inconceivable  that  His 
Majesty,  aloof  from  all  the  danger,  at  Stockholm, 


could  have  been  advised  to  pursue  a  less  dignified 
and  independent  course.  That  he  did  not,  indeed, 
pursue  such  a  course,  is  apparent,  not  only  from 
the  facts  already  stated,  but  from  the  circumstance 
which  his  excellency  has  been  pleased  to  commu- 
nicate, that  His  Majesty,  at  that  time,  caused 
tliirty-lhree  American  vessels,  richly  laden,  to  be 
delivered  to  their  lawful  owners  in  the  ports  of 
Sweden,  in  defiance  of  the  formal  requisition  of 
the  mission  of  France.  This  circumstance,  instead 
of  justifying  or  extenuating  the  sale  of  the  Amer- 
ican merchandise  at  Stralsund,  as  his  excellency 
appears  to  believe,  demonstrates  that  sale  to  have 
been  unnecessary,  either  from  a  respect  to  existing 
treaties,  or  from  a  fear  of  offending  the  Govern- 
ment of  France.  It  is  difficult  to  perceive  how 
his  excellency  could  attempt  to  sanction  an  act  of 
injustice  and  violence,  which  he  affects  to  excuse 
from  a  deference  existing,  and  from  the  necessity 
of  yielding  to  foreign  force,  by  a  simultaneous  act 
of  justice,  which  he  considers  to  be  the  more  mer- 
itorious because  it  was  performed  in  defiance  of 
both. 

As  to  the  presence  of  French  troops  in  Pome- 
rania, it  does  not  appear  to  have  had  any  influence 
on  the  transaction.  There  was  no  military  requi- 
sition made  with  respect  to  the  American  property 
at  Stralsund  ;  but  all  the  demands  of  France,  in 
relation  to  that  property,  as  far  as  they  are  known 
to  the  undersigned,  emanated  from  the  civil  depart- 
ment at  Pans,  and  were  communicated  to  the 
Swedish  Government  through  diplomatic  or  con- 
sular functionaries  only,  unawed  by  any  allusion 
to  the  possible  intervention  of  an  armed  force. 

With  the  actual  employment  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  confiscated  American  property,  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  considers  itself  as  hav- 
ing no  concern.  It  is  the  loss  of  that  property  by 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  through  an  arbitrary 
act  of  Sweden,  and  not  any  advantage  which 
Sweden  did  or  did  not  derive  from  that  act,  which 
constitutes  the  ground  of  the  present  claim  for  com- 
pensation. To  whatever  object  those  proceeds 
ware  applied,  the  injury  sustained  by  the  American 
citizens  remains  the  same.  Still  however,  the 
American  Government  might  be  inclined  to  regard 
the  yiolerice  with  less  painful  feelings,  had  it  been 
required  for  the  promotion  of  some  object  essential 
to  Sweden,  and  not  gratuitously  committed  for  an 
object,  as  his  excellency  asserts,  entirely  foreign  to 
her  particular  interests. 

'.  If,  contrary  to  all  the  evidence  and  argument 
which  the  undersigned  has  now  presented,  there 
should,  as  his  excellency  states,  have  been  certain 
express  conditions  imposed  by  France,  in  raising 
the  sequester,  (or  in  making  the  transfer,  as  his 
excellency  is  pleased  to  call  it,)  requiring  that  the 
sums  produced  by  the  sale  of  the  merchandise 
should  be  applied  in  placing  Pomerania  in  a  state 
of  defence,  his  excellency  will,  it  is  presumed,  feel 
the  propriety  of  communicating  these  conditions 
to  the  American  Government,  in  the  terms  in 
which  they  were  originally  expressed.  Such  a 
communication  might,  at  least,  have  an  effect  in 
diminishing  the  impression  which  now  exists,  that 
the  sale  of  merchandise  was  the  spontaneous  act 
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of  Sweden.    But  even  these  conditions,  howerer 
formal  and   categorical   they  might   have   been, 
which  are  relied  on  as  an  apology  for  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Swedish  Government,  could  not  be  al- 
lowed to  discharge  that  Government  from  its  obli- 
gations to  provide  an   indemnity  to  the  Ameri- 
can citizens  whom  these  proceedings  injured     If 
Sweden  had,  in  fact,  only  a  choice  of  evils,  and 
elected  the  less  m  order  to  avoid  the  greater  she 
was  certainly  bound,  in  consequence  of  this  elec- 
tion, to  repair  the  wrong  she  inflicted  on  others  for 
her  own  safety  or  accommodation.     No  necessity 
can  be  admitted  of  a  nature  sufficiently  imperions 
to  exonerate  her  from  this  responsibility,  except- 
ing that  which  resulted  from  the  actual  exercise 
of  a  foreign  force,  which  she  could  not  resist,  and 
which,  in  fact,  wrested  from  her  the  possession 
and  control  of  the  property  which  had  been  placed 
under  the  safeguard  of  her  power  and  good  faith. 
The  incontrovertible  facts  that  the  orders  for  the 
sale  were  issued  at  Stockholm,  and  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Sweden  was  at  least  the  unresisting 
agent,  if  not  the  principal,  in  this  transaction,  for- 
bid a  belief  m  even  the  possibility  of  such  a  neces- 
sity.    If,  indeed,  those  orders  were  not  entirely 
voluntary  on  the  part  of  Sweden,  they  could  only 
have  been  constrained  by  an  attention  to  her  own 
interests,  and  by  the  conviction  of  the  expediency 
of  making  a  partial  and  minor  sacrifice  for  the 
preservation  of  an  obiect  of  more  general  and  vi- 
tal importance;  and  her  honor  could  never  have 
permitted  her  to  suppose  that  such  a  sacrifice  for 
such  an  object  could  be  made  at  the  expense  of 
others,  and  not  at  her  own.     It  was  her  obvious 
duty  to  make  an  adequate  compensation  to  those 
who  had  suffered  by  the  sacrifice  as  soon  as  she 
possessed  the  means— and  she  has  long  possessed 
them.  '^ 

Where  his  excellency  obtained  his  information 
that  France  was  the  ally  of  America  in  1810  and 
1811,  the  unhappy  epoch  of  the  seizure  and  sale 
of  the  American  merchandise  at  Stralsund,  the 
undersigned  is  at  a  loss  to  conjecture.  The  United 
States  never  disguise  or  conceal  their  relations 
with  foreign  Powers  ;  they  have  no  secret  treaties 
for  the  purpose  of  eluding  a  distrustful  enemy,  or 
of  surprising  a  confiding  friend.  Their  whole 
history  is  open  to  the  world,  and,  had  his  excel- 
lency consulted  it,  he  would  have  known  that 
America  never  was  the  ally  of  imperial  France. 
If  the  United  States  were,  unfortunately,  as  his 
excellency  intimates,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
sometimes  the  victim  of  the  disastrous  influence  of 
France,  they  never  were,  for  a  moment,  the  agents 
of  her  vexatious  domination. 

The  iindersigned  has  now  had  the  honor  to  pres- 
ent to  his  excellency,  concisely,  a  transaction,  with 
the  essential  circumstances  of  which  his  excellency 
acknowledges  him  to  be  acquainted.  It  belongs 
to  his  excellency,  should  the  statement  of  these 
circumstances  be  erroneous,  to  furnish  the  facts 
necessary  for  its  correction.  It  is  imjwssible  for 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  with  all  the 
information  which  it  now  possesses,  to  believe  that 
such  facts  can  be  furnished  ;  and,  if  they  cannot, 
his  excellency  himself  must  admit  that  the  plea  of 
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ntotuitj.  foundeci  od  French  compulsion,  for  the 
«le  of  tne  American  merchandise  at  Stralsnnd, 
is  without  even  a  plausible  preteit  to  support  it. 

On  the  I2ih  of  July,  1811,  that  merchandise 
was,  by  the  consent  of  France,  to  terminate  the 
sequester,  placed  at  the  exclusive  disposition  of 
Sweden,  and  an  uoqualified  power  thus  fiven  of 
restoring  it  to  the  rightful  owners.  This  power 
rcmaiited  uoimpaired  by  any  new  demand  of  the 
French  Government  for  more  than  a  month — a 
period  amply  sufficient  to  have  reinstated  the  citi- 
lens  of  the  United  States  in  the  full  possession  of 
their  property,  and  to  have  enabled  them  to  rescue 
it  from  any  future  danger  with  which  it  might 
have  been  menaced  by  the  arbitrary  and  capri* 
eious  policy  of  France.  To  have  merely  neglected, 
for  a  single  day.  thus  to  have  exercised  that  power, 
would,  it  is  believed,  have  justly  made  the  Gor- 
ereoient  of  Sweden  responsible  for  all  the  conse- 
quences ;  but  not  merely  to  have  neglected,  during 
more  than  an  entire  month,  to  restore  the  property, 
but  to  have  employed  that  period  and  abused  that 
power  exclusively  for  the  conversion  of  that  prop- 
erty to  its  own  uae,  exhibits  a  course  of  conduct 
on  the  part  of  that  Government  fcnr  which  the 
mere  pecuniary  indemnity  now  demanded  would 
awear  to  afford  but  an  inadequate  satisfaction. 

The  undersigned  has  confined  himself  in  this 
note  principally  to  those  topics  which  it  appeared 
to  him  proper  to  discuss,  io  reply  to  the  communi- 
cation of  his  excellency  of  the  27th  of  October. 
He  takes  the  liberty,  however,  in  order  to  avoid 
lepetition,  to  refer  his  excellency  to  the  note  of 
the  undersigned,  of  the  6th  of  September,  1816, 
which  has  hitherto  remained  without  an  an- 
swer, and  of  which  his  excellency,  in  his  commu- 
lucation  just  mentioned,  has  not  taken  the  slight- 
est notice. 

^  The  undersigned  has  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  state 
to  his  excellency  the  views  of  the  GJovernment  of 
the  United  States  on  this  subject,  with  perspicuity 
and  frankness, and  unrestrained  by  any  repugnance 
to  differ,  in  fact  or  inference,  from  his  excellency  ; 
and  this  course  he  has  pursued  with  less  hesitation, 
as  he  confidently  believed  that  it  would  not  be 
ascribed  to  a  want  of  becoming  decorum,  but  to 
a  regard  to  truth,  and  especially  to  the  frequent 
declarations  of  his  excellency  that  this  transaction 
was  not  originally  of  his  cognizance,  and  that  he 
was  therefore  unacquainted  with  its  details. 

It  is  indeed  to  be  regretted  that  the  propositions 
made  by  the  Swedish  Government  to  the  special 
agent  oi  the  claimants  had  not  been  of  so  satisfac- 
tory a  nature  as  to  have  rendered  this  correspond- 
ence unnecessary.  The  undersigned  has  been  en- 
couraged to  hoj)e,  from  the  conversations  which 
he  had  lately  had  the  honor  to  bold  with  His  Ma- 
jesty, that  the  note  of  his  excellency  would  have 
contained  some  specific  offer,  dictated  either  by  a 
re^rd  to  justice,  or  by  some  other  honorable  and 
friendly  feeling,  which  should  have  put  this  sub- 
ieet  ot  altercation  at  rest.  The  Government  of 
the  United  States  would  slill  regard  with  compla- 
«enev  any  arrangement  with  the  claimants  which 
^ould  prevent  the  necessity  of  all  further  ofl5cial 
«i5«us&ioa,  and  leave  the  harmony  between  the  | 


two  nations  without  the  smallest  eireumstance  to 
disturb  it.  Bat  his  excellency  must  be  aware  that, 
should  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  absence  of  such  an  arrangement,  and  in  the 
full  contemplation  of  the  real  state  of  the  question, 
as  here  presented,  desist  from  its  demaad  for  in* 
demnity,  it  would  fail  in  its  duty  to  those  who  hart 
a  right  to  its  protection.  The  undersigned  has  been^ 
therefore,  specially  instructed  to  urge  this  demand, 
and,  ^  while  reminding  the  Swedish  Government 
of  its  unquestioned  justice,  and  of  its  amount,  so 
insignificant  to  the  interest  of  Sweden,  yet  so  di»> 
tres&ing  to  the  sufferers,  to  give  notice  that,  in  for^ 
bearing  to  press  it  in  a  more  peremptory  manner, 
it  is  by  no  means  the  intention  of  the  GoTemment 
of  the  United  States  to  abandon  it.** 

The  undersigned  has  prevailed  on  himself  to 
reply  from  Vienna  to  a  note  which  his  excellency 
addressed  to  him  at  Berlin  ;  but,  as  this  eourae  is 
justified  on  the  present  occasion  by  p)eculiar  ooii' 
siderations  only,  it  will  not  be  hereafter  pursued. 
His  excellency  is  therefore  requested  to  address  bit 
future  communications  for  the  Government  of  tb« 
United  States  to  Christopher  Hughes,  £squire, 
who  is  charged  with  the  affiiirs  of  its  legation  at 
Stockholm,  during  the  absence  of  the  Minister. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  repeat  to  hit 

excellency  the  assurance  of  his  highest  coKsi4«> 

eration.  bJ'T 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL.    » 


Copy  Qf  a  memorial  of  the  nerchanU  of  StraimndiO 
the  Sweduh  Royal  Regtncy.  "T 

The  humble  memorial  of  sundry  within-aaraed 
merchants  of  Stralsund,  for  themselves  and  their 
constituents,  concerning  the  restoration  of  the  colo- 
nial merchandises  which  were  under  seauestratieo, 
and  the  stopping  the  public  sale  thereof. 

Informed,  partly  by  public  report,  but  especially 
by  the  publication  of  your  excellency  and  the  hon- 
orable koyal  Regency,  of  the  2d  ol  August,  cur- 
rent year,  that  the  colonial  merchandises  which 
are  lying  in  the  royal  warehouses  under  seques- 
tration are  to  be  publicly  sold,  we  find  our- 
selves obliged  most  humbly  to  lay  before  your  ez» 
cellency  and  the  honorable  Royal  Regency  our 
reasons  why  we  hope  that  you  will  be  pleased, 
with  respect  to  the  colonial  merchandises  belong- 
ing to  ns  and  our  constituents,  which  have  been 
hitherto  under  sequestration,  to  let  an  exception 
take  place  from  your  measure  announced  in  the 
newspapers. 

Nothing  agrees  better  with  the  principles  of  a 
sound  political  economy  than  liberty  and  security 
of  commerce.  Justice  requires,  unconditionally, 
that  nobody  shall  be  punished  for  an  action  which 
was  hitherto  permitted,  and  the  prohibition  there- 
of has  never  been  published.  Confiding  in  these 
principles,  we  and  our  commercial  friends  have 
ordered  hither  a  quantity  of  colonial  merchan- 
dises, which,  after  their  arrival,  were  put  under 
sequestration.  Hard  as  this  measure  in  itself  al- 
ready is,  we  could  quietly  look  at  it,  as  the  same 
was  only  provisional,  and  we  folly  confided  in  the 
justice  of  our  cause ;  but,  as  it  now  seems  the  ae» 
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tual  eonfisoation  of  the  merehandtses  and  the  nie 
thereof  are  intended,  then  our  and  our  constituents' 
interests  will  be  too  much  injured  that  we  should 
be  able  to  remain  quiet  at  that  too. 

All  these  merchandises  have  arrived  here  either 
from  Sweden,  under  the  authorization  of  the 
Swedish  public  authorities,  or  direct  from  North 
America,  a  State  friendly  connected  with  Sweden. 

All  the  papers  which  concern  them,  as  well  as 
the  ships  which  brought  them  hither,  have  been 
examined  by  the  royal  licent  here,  and  have  been 
found  blameless ;  and  your  excellency,  and  the 
honorable  Royal  Regency  yourselves,  have  grant- 
ed the  permission  to  enter  and  unload.  Every 
thing  herein  has  been  done  on  our  part  publicly 
and  legally.  No  prohibition  opposed  us  herein; 
for  the  better  security,  we  procured  yet  the  special 
permission  of  the  highest  authority  of  the  country, 
and  we  have  paid,  even  already,  part  of  the  duties 
on  these  merchandises;  and  should  now  these 
merchandises  nevertheless  be  confiscated  and  pub- 
licly sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  Jitcfu  ? 

If  we  were  yet  in  the  hands  of  an  enemy,  aich 
a  measure  would  certainly  not  appear  so  very  ex- 
traordinary to  us,  for  an  enemy  only  observes  his 
own  interest,  and  notthatof  the  conquered  country; 
but,  in  a  state  of  peace,  when  the  force  of  armies 
gives  place  to  the  power  of  the  laws  again,  we 
cannot  make  ourselves  familiar  with  the  hlea  that 
the  State  itself  should  proceed  in  this  manner 
against  its  own  subjects,  and  against  friends,  who, 
under  the  protection  of  the  laws,  and  in  confidence 
upon  the  legality  and  publicity  of  their  actions, 
thought  tliemselves  secure. 

The  Swedish  Government,  whose  steps  are  al- 
ways guided  by  mildness  and  justice,  will  certain- 
ly, when  the  n>atter  is  once  put  in  a  proper  light, 
remain  faithful  to  their  mode  of  proceeding  hither- 
to observed  ;  and  the  just  sentiments  of  your  ex- 
cellency and  of  the  honorable  Royal  Regency  are 
known  to  us  by  too  many  instances  that  we  should 
not  hope,  with  full  confidence,  that  you  will  make 
use  of  all  means  to  avert  a  measure  so  detrimen- 
tal to  us  and  our  constituents;  and  we  therefore 
venture,  with  the  fullest  confidence  of  a  happy  re- 
sult, to  pray  your  excellency  and  the  honorable 
Royal  Regency  must  humbly  and  most  earnestly 
not  to  sufler  the  sale  of  the  colonial  merchandises 
belonging  to  us  and  our  constituents,  which  have 
been  hitherto  under  sequestration,  to  take  place, 
but  put  the  same  to  our  own  free  disposition  ;  or, 
at  least,  by  your  gracious  interposition  with  the 
higher  instance,  to  procure  the  same. 

8TRAL0ONO,  Augtut  6,  1811. 

*•  I  conform  with  the  original. 

J.  A.  IKE, 
Royal  Asgemor,  Archivarian.  &c. 


Copy  of  a  reply  to  the  fortgoii^. 
Upon  tbe  petition  of  the  commercial  counsellor, 
Mr.  Barnsted,  the  alderman  Evenhagen  Sehluter, 
the  alderman  Ineal,  for  himself,  and  attorney  for 
the  merchant  Isleremond,  and  the  merchants  We- 
wetzen,  widow  Glasser  Beurniss,  and  J.  C.  Mng- 
genberg,  for  themselves  and  their  constituents,  for 


the  restitution  of  the  colonial  merchandises ^pol 
under  sequestration,  and  the  prevention  of  the 
public  sale  thereof,  it  is  decreed: 

Whereas,  according  to  the  newest  strict  wdera 
from  His  Royal  Majesty,  there  shall  be  proceeded 
immediately  with  the  sale  of  all  the  colonial  mer- 
chandises which  have  been  sequestrated  hervL 
their  petition  cannot  be  granted,  but  the  Royal 
Regency  will  make  report  to  the  Royal  Ma- 
jesty of  the  reclamation  entered  by  the  memo- 
rialists, and  the  money  received  from  the  sale  of 
the  now  claimed  merchandises  shall  be  lodged 
with  the  royal  chamber  until  his  determination,  ia 
order  that,  m  case  the  same  shall  be  favorable  for 
them,  it  may  immediately  be  paid  over  to  them. 

Stbalscno,  Auffust  9,  1811. 

Decree  for  the  above  mentioned  me^hanti  it 
conformable  with  the  original. 

J.  A.  IKE, 
Royal  A»ee$9or,  Arckioarian,  §c. 

I,  Charles  Erdmann,  sworn  interpreter  of  foreigA 
languages  in  and  for  the  Commonwealrfi  of  Penn- 
sylvania, by  lawful  authority  duly  appointed  and 
commissioned,  residing  in  the  city  of  Philadeiphia| 
do  certify  that  the  preceding  is  a  true  and  iaithfiv 
translation  of  a  certain  original  paper  written  in 
the  Grerman  language,  annexed  hereto. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereonto  set  my 
hand  and  seal  of  office,  this  2d  day  of  Januanr. 
1812. 

CHARLES  ERDMANN. 


PROTECTION  TO  MANUFACTURES. 

[Comnuaicsted  to  tbe  House,  December  20,  1819.] 
To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  o/Raprtamif 

atitea  of  the  United  States  of  Ameriea  in  Vongre*9 

assembled  : 

The  memorial  of  a  convention  of  the  friends  of 
national  industry,  assembled  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  to  take  into  consideration  the  prostrate  situ- 
tion  of  our  manufactures,  and  to  petition  Congrest 
for  their  relief  and  protection,  composed  of  dele- 
gates from  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connee- 
ticut.  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Del- 
aware, Maryland,  and  Ohio,  respectfully  showeth: 

That  your  memorialists  appeal  to  your  honorabit 
body,  under  a  firm  and  a  solemn  conviction  that  a 
crisis  has  arrived,  in  the  progress  of  our  nation, 
which  imperiously  demands  the  serious  attention 
and  prompt  exertion  of  the  collected  wisdom  of  its 
councils,  and  on  which  its  future  destinies  must 
essentially  depend.  •£-  <  < 

That  the  United  States,  possessing  every  advan- 
tage of  soil,  climate,  and  native  productions,  and 
with  a  population  industrious,  intelligent,  and  en- 
terprising, to  a  degree  never  probably  exceeded  by 
any  nation  ;  and  after  enjoymg  for  twenty  years 
the  benefit  of  an  over-proportion  of  the  trade  of 
the  world, — find  themselves  in  a  state  of  great  can* 
barrassment  and  difficulty,  involving  almost  every 
description  of  our  citizens.  Our  commerce  is  greatiy 
prostrated ;  our  shipping  has  sunk  in  value  to  on»> 
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half  of  ils  original  cost ;  real  estate  is  depreciated, 
in  most  parts  of  the  country,  in  an  equal  degree; 
numbers  of  our  merchants,  manufacturers,  and 
farmers,  are  reduced  to  banJiruptcjr,  and  the  cir- 
cumstances of  many  of  those  who  have  escaped 
this  calamitous  situation  are  daily  impairing ;  a 
great  portion  of  our  mechanics  and  artists  are  un- 
employed ;  and  all  the  fruits  of  their  labors,  which 
might  have  been  daily  adding  to  the  prosperity  of 
the  nation,  are  wholly  lost.  In  fine,  our  great  sta- 
ples are  so  far  reduced  in  price  as  most  seriously 
to  affect  the  interests  of  the  agriculturists,  and  to 
diminish  the  means  of  paying  for  our  importations. 

That  we  are  deeply  indebted  to  foreign  nations, 
notwithstanding  we  have  transmitted  to  them  as 
much  of  our  surplus  productions  as  they  furnished 
a  market  for,  and  likewise  a  large  amount  of  our 
GrOTernment  and  bank  stock,  which  subjects  us  to 
an  oppressive  annujil  tax  for  interest,  probably 
equal  to  the  amount  of  the  civil  expenses  of  our 
Government,  which  adds  to  the  impoverishing 
drain  of  our  specie. 

That,  while  so  many  of  our  manufacturers  are 
thus  ruined ;  our  working  people  destitute  of  em- 

{)loyment,  and  of  the  means  to  support  their  fami- 
ies ;  our  manufacturing  establishments  falling  to 
ruins;  and  our  water  powers,  with  which  we  are 
pre-eminently  blessed,  unemployed, — our  cities  and 
towns  are  filled  with  the  manufactured  produc- 
tions of  other  nations,  by  which  we  have  been  and 
are  ruinously  drained  oi  our  wealth. 

That  those  complicated  evils  which  oppress  us, 
and  which  have  taken  place  during  a  season  of 
profound  peace  of  nearly  five  years'  duration,  after 
a  war  closed  with  honor,  and  which  left  us  in  a 
state  of  high  prosperity,  evince  that  there  is  some- 
thing unsound  in  our  policy,  which  requires  a  rad- 
ical remedy,  in  the  power  of  the  National  Legis- 
lature alone  to  apply. 

That  wisdom  dictates  to  the  United  States  to 
profit  by  the  experience  of  other  nations ;  to  shun 
those  systems  which  have  operated  on  them  per- 
niciously ;  and  scrupulously  to  adopt  those  that 
have  advanced  their  wealth,  power,  and  resources. 
Being  the  youngest  nation  in  the  world,  they  can- 
not, without  a  sacrifice  of  their  happiness,  pursue 
the  paths  that  have  led  some  to  decay  and  ruin ; 
nor  deviate  from  those  that  have  exalted  others  to 
a  high  degree  of  prosperity.  We  therefore  respect- 
fully submit  to  your  serious  consideration  a  slight 
sketch  of  the  policy  of  some  of  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope, with  its  consequences. 

At  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century,  Portu- 
gal possessed  a  most  flourishing  and  extensive 
woollen  manufactory,  raised  to  maturity  by  pro- 
hibitions of  all  rival  articles  from  other  nations. 
The  basis  of  this  manufacture  was  her  own  raw 
material,  and  that  of  Spain.  It  employed  a  large 
proportion  of  her  population  advantageously,  and 
freatly  enriched  the  nation.  She  was  induced  to 
remove  the  prohibition,  and  trusted  to  a  protect- 
ing duty  of  23  per  cent.  In  three  or  four  years  the 
maoufactory  was  destroyed ;  the  manufacturers 
roined;  the  workmen  devoted  to  idleness  and  beg- 
gary ;  the  raw  material  sold  at  low  rates  to  for- 
eigners, who  employed  their  workmen  on  it,  and 


returned  it  at  an  advance  of  300  to  400  per  cent; 
whereby  she  was  drained  of  her  wealth,  as  we  have 
been  by  similar  means.  In  a  word,  gradually  im- 
poverished and  ruined,  she  holds  out  a  most  imprea- 
sive  lesson  to  the  statesmen  of  all  other  nations. 

The  example  of  Spain  is  equally  striking.  She 
has,  for  centuries,  with  those  boundless  treasures 
which  are  lavished  on  her  in  vain,  nourished  the 
industry  of  other  nations,  and  often,  with  those 
treasures,  squandered  for  their  manufactures,  fed 
the  armies  that  have  covered  her  fields  with  deso- 
lation, and  shed  disgrace  on  her  arms. 

The  mass  of  her  subjects,  unprotected  in  their 
industry,  are  in  a  state  of  abject  distress  and  misery ; 
although,  under  a  wise  Government,  some  centu- 
ries since,  Spain  was  the  most  manufacturing  and 
prosperous  nation  in  the  world.  And  even  at  the 
present  time,  two  or  three  of  her  province?,  under 
a  different  regime  from  the  rest  of  the  nation,  where 
industry  is  protected,  are  as  prosperous  and  indus- 
trious as  any  part  of  Europe. 

Russia  and  Austria  protect  the  industry  of  their 
subjects,  and,  in  consequence,  enjoy  a  high  degree 
of  prosperity  and  happiness.  The  former  nation 
prohibits  about  two  hundred  articles  specifically, 
among  which  are  all  the  important  manufactures 
ofherallieSjFranceand  England.  Austria, through- 
out the  wide  extent  of  her  dominions,  prohibits  all 
cotton,  woollen,  silk,  and  other  manufactures. 

England  has  protected  the  industry  of  her  sub- 
jects with  more  care,  and  has  accordingly  amassed 
more  wealth,  and  attained  a  higher  degree  of 
power  and  influence  than  any  other  nation  of  an- 
cient or  modern  times,  in  proportion  to  her  popu- 
lation. The  use  she  has  made  of  her  wealth,  what- 
ever it  may  have  been,  is  no  impeachment  of  the 
merit  of  the  system  by  which  it  has  been  acquired. 
The  case  of  France,  however,  is  more  striking 
and  impressive  than  that  of  any  other  nation.  For 
twenty  years  she  waged  wans,  bloody  and  destruc- 
tive almost  beyond  example,  with  two-thirds  of 
Europe,  and  had  in  pay,  during  a  large  part  of 
that  time,  armies  of  nearly  a  million  of  men.  Af- 
ter those  wars  were  concluded,  she  was  crushed 
by  foreign  armies  of  two  or  three  hundred  thou- 
sand men.  and  had  enormous  contributions  and 
exactions  levied  on  her,  to  the  amount  of  probably 
one  hundred  millions  of  dollars.  Yet  she  ha.s,  in 
a  few  years,  recovered  from  all  these  calamities,  by 
protecting  the  industry  of  her  subjects,  and  enjoys 
at  present  a  greater  degree  of  prosperity,  it  is  sta- 
ted, on  the  highest  authority,  than  she  nas  done  at 
any  former  period. 

The  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  the  events 
which  immediately  preceded  it,  produced  in  many 
of  our  reflecting  fellow-citizens  a  due  sense  of  their 
best  and  most  lastmg  interests. 

With  a  rapidity  unexampled  in  the  history  of 
any  other  people,  a  large  portion  of  their  capital 
was  transferred  from  commercial  to  manufactur- 
ing pursuits.  The  value  of  goods  manufactured 
in  the  United  States,  as  taken  from  the  marshals' 
returns,  amounted,  as  early  as  1810,  to  upwards  of 
one  hundred  and  seventy-two  millions  of  dollars, 
which  value  was  very  greatly  increased  during 
the  late  'war.    t.^    ■  •<  >  ■•^•^ »•>-■     ^^■.'t^.^vi*»^ 


The  peace  of  Europe  was  attended  with  ruin- 
ous consequences  to  us :  our  infant  manufactures 
were  blighted  in  the  bud ;  the  spirit  of  specula- 
tion spread  through  our  country,  seducing  her  vo- 
taries from  the  paths  of  quiet  and  laborious  indus- 
try, by  promises  of  sudden  wealth.  But  it  was 
soon  found  that  the  commerce  of  1815  and  1816 
was  not  the  commerce  of  1806  and  1807  :  the  na- 
tions by  whose  calamities  we  had  flourished,  whose 
impoverishment  had  been  our  gain,  were  now  at 
peace  with  each  other,  and  returning  with  eager 
activity  to  the  employments  of  social  life ;  our  ves- 
sels were  no  longer  wanted  tu  convey  their  pro- 
ducts, nor  to  supply  them  with  ours.  Cherishing 
and  depending  on  their  own  resources,  they  have 
furnished  us  a  useful  and  honorable  lesson  in  the 
encouragement,  support,  and  extension  of  domes- 
tic, and  salutary  restrictions  on  the  importation  of 
foreign,  manufactures.  An  imitation  of  their  pol- 
icy, in  this  respect,  your  memorialists  believe  to  be 
indispensable  to  the  prosperity  and  independence 
of  our  country. 

With  this  belief,  and  a  confident  reliance  in  the 
disposition  of  Congress  to  promote  these  primary  ob- 
jects by  every  necessary  means,  your  memorialists 
would  respectfully  recommend  to  your  considera- 
tion three  measures,  the  adoption  of  which,  we 
feel  persuaded,  would  remove  the  embarrassments 
of  our  country,  and  restore  life  and  vigor  to  our 
almost  expiring  manufactures. 

These  measures  are — 

First.  To  abolish  credits  on  import  duties. 

Secondly.  To  impose  a  restrictive  duty  on  sales 
at  auction. 

Thirdly.  To  alter  and  increase  the  amount  of 
duties  on  imported  goods. 

At  the  time  when  credits  on  duties  were  first 
established,  the  state  of  our  country  was  very  dif- 
ferent from  what  it  has  since  become.  Slowly 
recovering  from  a  long  and  desolating  war,  almost 
destitute  of  money  and  commercial  connexions, 
our  situation  required  that  every  aid  and  encou- 
ragement should  be  aflbrded  to  the  first  efforts  of 
enterprise.  This  measure  was,  therefore,  wise  and 
salutary,  and  dictated  by  the  necessities  of  the 
times.  The  weakness  of  our  internal  resources 
produced  a  dependence  on  imposts  for  the  support 
of  Government. 

But  how  striking  a  contrast  have  we  since  pre- 
sented !  How  great  the  change !  From  a  popula- 
tion of  three,  to  ten  millions  ;  from  an  annihilated 
commerce,  to  one  that  spreads  its  canvass  on  every 
sea  ;  from  a  state  of  agriculture  very  little  exceed- 
ing our  own  daily  wants,  to  a  surplus  production 
exceeding  eighty  millions  per  annum;  from  an 
almost  total  want  of  manufactures,  to  an  actual 
invested  manufacturing  capital  of  cotton  and  wool- 
len goods  alone  exceeding  fifty  millions  of  dollars  ! 
Our  commerce  was  at  first  carried  on  by  resident 
merchants,  whose  prudence  and  experience  re- 
strained importations  within  due  bounds ;  credits 
on  the  duties  afforded  them,  according  to  the  in- 
tention of  Congress,  facilities  which  their  situation 
required.  But,  for  some  years  past,  and  especially 
since  the  universal  peace  in  Europe  and  the  con- 
clusion of  the  late  war,  those  regular  traders  have 


found  themselves  supplanted  by  foreign  merchants 
and  manufacturers,  or  desperate  speculators,  whom 
the  credit  on  duties  has  enabled  and  induced  to 
inundate  our  markets  with  foreign  goods,  produc- 
ing the  most  pernicious  effects  on  our  mercantile 
stability  and  the  prosperity  of  our  manufactories. 

It  may  also  be  here  remarked  that  the  operation 
of  this  credit  on  imposts  is  to  create  a  capital  for 
new  importations ;  for,  let  us  suppose  that  four 
importations,  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  each,  be  made  in  one  year,  at  the 
average  of  twenty-five  per  cent  duty,  the  sum 
of  about  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  is  left 
to  trade  with  in  the  hands  of  the  importer,  with 
the  ultimate  risk  to  Government  of  the  loss  of  the 
whole. 

The  American  merchant  is  regulated  and  di- 
rected in  his  importations  by  his  experience  of  the 
want  and  consumption  of  the  country,  and  the 
prospectbf  fair  and  reasonable  profits.  The  foreign 
merchant  or  manufacturer,  on  the  other  hand,  is 
often  impelled  by  his  necessities  to  seek  a  market 
for  his  goods  without  regard  to  these  considera- 
tions. It  is  well  known,  and  we  presume  cannot 
have  escaped  the  knowledge  of  Congress,  that,  at 
all  times,  under  all  circumstances,  and  at  every 
hazard  of  expense,  the  Government,  merchants, 
and  manufacturers  of  Great  Britain  have  their 
views  steadily  directed  to  the  extirpation  of  every 
germ  of  manufactures  among  us.  A  credit  of 
eight,  ten,  and  twelve  months  increases  their 
facilities  for  carrying  into  execution  their  hostile 
purposes. 

These  consequences,  injurious  as  they  are,  are 
exceeded  in  extent  by  those  which  arise  from  the 
trade  to  China  and  the  East  Indies ;  a  trade,  in  the 
opinion  of  your  memorialists,  (encouraged  and 
unrestricted  as  it  is  at  present,)  of  the  most  ex- 
hausting and  pernicious  effects  to  the  country. 
The  long  credit  of  from  one  to  two  years  allowed 
by  law  on  duties  in  this  trade,  we  are  sincerely 
persuaded  produces  the  ruinous  effect  of  draining 
us  of  our  specie ;  and,  in  the  case  of  the  greater 

Eart  of  East  India  goods,  overwhelming  our  mar- 
ets  with  inferior  and  worthless  fabrics,  which, 
from  their  apparent  cheapness,  meet  a  ready  sale, 
while  the  much  superior  products  of  our  own 
industry  and  skill  must  be  sacrificed  at  a  ruinous 
loss,  or  remain  unsold  in  the  hands  of  the  manu- 
facturer. 

When  to  the  foregoing  considerations,  impor- 
tant as  they  are  to  the  regular  merchant  and  to  the 
infant  manufactures  of  our  country,  is  added  that 
of  the  losses  to  which  Government  is  necessarily 
subjected  by  failure  in  the  payment  of  the  duties, 
your  memorialists  humbly  apprehend  that  the  abo- 
lition of  all  credits  for  duties  on  imported  goods 
will,  at  the  same  time,  protect  the  manufactures, 
commerce,  and  the  revenue  of  the  United  States. 

Your  memorialists  would  next  call  the  attention 
of  Congress  to  the  second  evil  complained  of — 
unrestrained  sales  at  auction. 

Sales  at  auction,  we  believe,  were  originally 
authorized  by  law  for  special  purposes,  such  as  the 
disposal  of  damaged  goods,  the  effects  of  bank- 
rupts, or  property  under  execution,  or  sold  by  the 
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direction  of  courts  of  law  and  equity.  We  believe 
it  will  be  found,  on  examination,  that  such  sales 
were  not,  until  within  a  few  years  past,  considered 
by  any  commercial  country  in  Europe  as  forming 
a  part  of  the  regular  course  of  trade,  but  rather  as 
authorized  for  purposes  necessary,  indeed,  but  not 
at  all  commercial. 

la  the  greatest  commercial  and  manufacturing 
nation  (Great  Britain)  they  are,  even  at  this  day 
extremely  limited  ;  sometimes  used  to  feel  the  pulse 
of  the  market  on  the  raw  materials  imported  for 
tter  mano&ctures,  and  occasionally  used  for  the 
Bate  of  colonial  produce  and  the  effects  of  the  East 
India  Company.   In  no  other  country  have  they  as- 
sumed the  same  importance  as  among  us.     In  the 
extent  to  which  they  have  now  arrived  here,  they 
are  grcaUy  mjurious,  not  only  to  the  fair  and  reo-- 
mar  trader,  but  to  the  community  at  large.         * 
Large  quantities  of  silk,  wooUen,  cotton,  and 
other  goods,  are  manufactured  in  Europe  and  the 
Bast  Indies  expressly  for  sale  at  auction  m  the 
Uaited  States.     These  goods  are  of  less  than  the 
usual  length,  deficient  in  breadth,  or  of  flimsy  tex- 
tarej-in  shor^  in   every  respect  inferior  to  the 
JMds  they  are  intended  to  represent ;  yet  so  well 
dressed,  and  in  other  respects  so  highly  finished  to 
the  eye,  that  they  generally  escape  detectioa  until 
ttey  reach  the  consumer,  who  too  late  discovers 
thew  infenonty.    For  such  base  fab«ics  have  the 
peopie  of  these  States,  for  years  pa8^  been  exorbi- 
tontly  taxed,  to  the  great  injury  of  our  own  hard- 
•truggling  manufacturers. 

To  give  an  example  of  the  enormous  extent  of 
JB  business,  whicii  afibrds  such  facilities  to  the 
•oreign  manufacturer  for  practising  imposition  on 
our  citizens,  we  will  insUnce  the  amount  of  sales 
of  icreign  goods  at  auction,  in  the  single  city  of 
Wew  York,  in  one  year.  ' 

From  the  best  evidence  the  case  affords,  (that 
IS,  the  returns  of  the  auctioneers  themselves,)  thev 
amounted,  in  the  year  1818,  to  the  prodigious  sum 
of  fourteen  millions  of  dollars.    Judging  from  this 
specimen,  it  will  not  be  unreasonaWe  to  conclude 
that,  in    the   United    States  collectively,   foreign 
merchandise  to  the  amount  of  at  least  thirty  mil- 
hons  of  dollars  is  annually  sold  in  this  pernicious 
mode;  a  m(Kt  alarming  proof  that  a  ve\y  serious 
portion  of  the  trade  of  the  nation  flows  in  this 
channel.     And  your  memorialists  are  satisfied 
from  past  experience,  that  the  sales  at  auction  of 
domestic  goods  are  as  deleterious  in  their  conse- 
quences as  those  of  foreign  merchandL^;   inas- 
much as  they  tend  to  encourage  the  manufacture 
of  inferior  fabrics,  and  thereby  injure  the  reputa- 
tion of  American  fabrics  generally  ;  and,  also,  that 
the  sales  of  imitations,  made  in  foreign  countries 
with  an  intent  to  dispose  of  them  atTuction,  pro- 
duce the  same  injurious  effects.     Your  memorial- 
ists are  fdly  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  imposing 
some  restraint  on  this  tremendous  engine  ofcom- 
m^cial  monopoly.    For  this  purpose,  they  respect- 
fi%  propose  that  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  be  im- 
posed on  all  foreign  and  domestic  goods  sold  at 
aucuon,  except  household  furniture,  farming  stock, 
"d  utensds,  the  effects  of  bankrupts,  or  go5ls  sold 
onder  execution,  or  otherwise,   hy  direction  of 


courts  of  law  or  equity.  This,  they  hope,  will  in 
a  great  degree  diminish,  if  not  altogether  care, 
this  great  and  growing  evil,  by  destroymg,  or  at 
least  greatly  lessening  the  temptation  of  profit.  .  r 
Your  rnemorialists,  lastly,  submit  to  the  consid- 
eration of  Congress  the  necessity  of  a  further  mod- 
ification and  increase  of  the  present  duties,  and 
respectfully  suggest  the  following  alterations  in 
the  cxisiiog  tariff: 

That,  in  lieu  of  the  present  duties,  a  duty  of  ten 
cents  per  square  yard  be  laid  on  all  cotton  and 
linen  goods,  plain  or  unstained,  having  less  than 
seventy  threads  to  the  square  inch,  includmg  warp 
and  hlling  ;  fourteen  cenU  per  square  yard  on  ail 
having  above  seventy  and  under  one  hundred 
Ujreads  to  the  square  inch,  including  warp  and 
Jiling;  of  eighteen  cents  per  square  yard  on  all 
having  above  one  hundred  and  less  than  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  threads  to  the  square  inch,  includ- 
ing warp  and  fillmg;  and  so  on  in  the  same  ratio 
upwards;  and  that  twenty  percent,  be  allowed  to 
the  above  duties  on  all  printed,  stained,  dyed,  col- 
ored, or  worked  cotton  and  linen  goods. 

That  a  duty  of  thirty-five  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 
be  laid  on  all  goods  made  wholly  or  in  part  ol 

That  the  duty  on  every  kind  of  silk  goods,  or  of 
goods  made  whoUy  or  in  part  of  silk,  (sewinc  silk 
excepted,)  be  raised  to  fifty  per  cenL 

That  all  kinds  of  fabrics,  not  otherwise  enume- 
rated, and  of  less  value  than  fifty  cents  per  square 
yard,  made  wholly  or  in  part  of  sUk,  cotton,  wool, 
I  J  P'  .  '  °^  "y  °*^^'  material,  be  estimated 
and  pay  the  same  duty  as  if  of  the  value  of  fiftr 
cents.  ' 

That  an  extra  duty  be  collected  on  all  wares 
atid  merchandises,  on  which  a  bounty  has  been 
allowed  by  any  foreign  nation,  equal  in  amount  to 
the  value  of  said  bounty. 

That  foreign  cotton,  and  every  description  of 
goods  made  wholly  or  in  part  of  foreign  cotton, 
be  prohibited.  ' 

That  a  duty  be  laid  on  iron,  in  bars  or  bolts, 
manufactured  without  rolling,  of  one  doUar  and 
twenty-five  cents  per  cwt.;  on  iron,  in  bars  and 
boite,  when  manufactured  by  roiling,  two  dollars 
per  cwt;  on  iron,  in  sheets,  rods,  or  hoops,  four 
dollars  per  cwt.;  on  iron,  in  pigs,  seventy-five  cents 
per  cwt.;  and  on  iron  castings,  two  dollars  per  cwt. 

IJeclimi^  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  alterations 
in  the  tarifl,  requisite  for  the  protection  of  other 
branches  now  languishing,  we  beg  leave  torecom- 
t^efoir  ^°"''-  P*"'"^"^"  auentwn,  among  others, 

Glass,  copperas,  corks,  soap,  paints,  and  colors, 
paper,  gunpowder,  jewelry,  cutlery,  plated  ware  of 
all  kinds,  coach  and  harness  furniture,  prunella 
shoes,  hats,  caps,  bonnets,  buttons,  fire  and  sid« 
arms,  china  and  earthenware,  printed  books,  oU 
01  vitriol,  blue  vitriol,  and  chemical  preparations 
generally,  gilt  and  japanned  wares,  paper  hanir. 
mgs  of  every  description,  painted  or  oil  clot^ 
umbrellas,  manufactures  of  copper  and  brass, 
springs,  screws,  cotton  stockings,  and  steel. 

Independent  of  every  consideration  in  favor  of 
the  policy  of  a&rding  adequate  protection  to  do- 
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mestic  industry,  as  herein  recommended,  deducible 
from  its  promotion  of  the  general  welfare  of  the 
country,  and  the  protection  due  to  the  manufac- 
turers, in  common  with  all  other  classes  of  society, 
as  a  return  for  their  allegiance  to  the  Grovernment, 
we  are  convinced  that  the  farmers  and  planters 
would  largely  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the 
system  we  advocate.  The  planter  would  have  a 
steady  market  for  his  raw  material,  not  subject  to 
those  destructive  fluctuations  which  have  produced 
such  extensive  ruin  within  the  present  year;  and 
the  farmer  would  have  an  equally  steady  and  in- 
creasing demand  for  the  productions  of  nis  farm, 
many  of  which,  particularly  in  the  interior  of  the 
country,  and  in  the  Western  States,  will  not  bear 
the  expense  of  transportation  to  market.  This  ad- 
vantage is  so  palpable,  that  we  shall  only  refer,  in 
illustration  of^  it,  to  various  towns  and  villages 
throughout  the  United  States,  in  the  neighborhM)d 
of  which  lands  and  their  productions  rose  one  or 
two  hundred  per  cent  in  value,  in  consequence  of 
the  extensive  establishment  of  manufactures,  and. 
by  their  decay,  have  fallen  below  their  original 
value. 

In  support  of  our  recommendations,  we  submit 
to  your  consideration  a  comparative  view  of  the 
AxnerLcan  and  British  tariff  m  a  few  articles: 

.'•  c:,  c    -^n*.  ittriff.     Br.  tariff. 

Per  cent.  Ad  vmloren. 

Manafactures  of  hraas  -        -      20 

''  coUon  -        -      26  8; 

copper  -        -      25 
glass     -  20  and  30  114 

linen    -        -       15  142^ 

silk      -        -      15      prohibited. 
Cluna  and  earthern  wares    -      20  79 

Hats,  caps,  and  bonnets  30  9b\ 

WooUen  hats       ...      30  150 

Stockings,  cotton,  and  woollen    20 
Walches,  Ac.       -        -        -        7* 
Goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, not  enunterated  -        -       15  59^ 
Oil  of  vitriol         -        -        -        7^        100 
Ale,  beer,  and  porter,  per  gal- 
lon, cents  -        -        -        -      10            41^ 
Woollen  and  worsted  goods, 

per  square  yard,  cents        -      25  755 

Your  memorialists  will  only  add,  that  they  rely 
with  fiill  confidence  on  your  patriotism  and  wis- 
dom for  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  will 
promote  the  best  interests  of  our  common  country. 

W.  FEW,  PrtMent. 
Attest:     Mathew  Cah£y,  Sfcrriary. 
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PROTECTION  TO  MANUFACTURES. 

[CofDmanicstad  to  the  Senate,  December  27,  1819.] 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Reprtttnt' 
aiivet  of  the  United  SIoUm  of  America  in  Congrett 
Mttembled: 

The  memorial  of  the  American  Society  of  the 
city  of  New  York  for  the  encouragement  of  do- 
mestic manufactures,  respectfully  represents :  That 
jcox  memorialists  conceive  it  to  De  a  prevaknt 


opinion  among  all  those  who  are  eoncamed  ibr 
the  present  and  future  welfare  of  the  nation,  thM 
some  legislative  measures  are  imperiously  nccet> 
sary  to  check  the  evils  which  have  so  deeply  af- 
flicted every  part  of  the  country,  devastated  iti 
coiiunerciai,  agricultural,  and  manufacturing  in^ 
terests,  and  laid  waste  the  pecuniary  affairs  of  th» 
people. 

That,  notwithstanding  the  degree  of  embarrass- 
ment.  depression,  and  distress,  which  is  so  uni- 
versally felt,  and  the  gloominess  of  the  present 
prospects  of  every  form  of  honest  indus^try  and  en- 
terprise, your  memorialists  are  persuaded  that  sneh 
measures  may  be  adopted  by  your  honorable  body 
as  will  afford  a  material  and  permanent  relief. 

Your  memorialists  apprehend  that  there  is  as 
little  difference  of  opinion  in  respect  to  the  causes 
which  have,  fiH-  *many  years,  been  operating  to 
produce  the  present  crisis,  as  in  respect  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  evils,  the  existence  of  which  they  de- 
plore ;  and  that  the  time  has  come  when  tlmse  dif* 
ferences  of  sentiment  which  once  prevailed  between 
those  concerned  respectively  in  the  affiiirs  of  com- 
merce, agriculture,  and  manufactures,  are  lost  in 
the  apprehension  of  ruin  to  them  idl. 

It  IS  felt  by  every  one  to  be  beyond  the  power  of 
legislation,  to  restore  that  part  of  our  corara«^ce 
which  was  destroyed  by  the  pacification  of  Eu- 
rope, or  to  create  foreign  markets  for  that  surplus 
produce  of  our  soil,  of  which  a  superabundance  is 
furnished  by  every  other  country.  But  every  eyn 
is  turned  to  the  supreme  council  of  the  nation  as 
competent  to  restrain  the  excessive  influx  of  for- 
eign products,  by  which  we  have  been  made  so 
dependent  upon  transatlantic  markets;  have- in- 
curred an  enormous  balance  of  trade  against  us; 
have  been  drained  of  our  specie,  deranged  in  our 
finances,  exhaasted,  and  brought  to  the  near  pros- 
pect of  general  impoverishment. 

The  deplorable  effects  of  this  excessive  importa- 
tion of  foreign  merchandise  are  so  palpable  and  so 
deeply  felt,  that  your  memorialists  forbear  to  dwell 
upon  them,  and  proceed  to  ask  the  attention  of 
your  honorable  body  to  those  methods  of  restraint 
which  they  deem  most  eligible,  and  which  they 
believe  will  countervail  the  principal  incentives 
and  temptations  to  the  evil  so  much  complained 
of.  And  they  are  persuaded  that  the  credit  al- 
lowed upon  bonds  at  the  custom-house,  by  facili- 
tating the  operations,  and  affording  capital  to 
speculators  and  alien  traders  and  manufacturers, 
to  the  injury  and  ruin  of  the  regular  American 
merchant ;  and  the  practice  of  sales  at  aucti(H),  by 
enabling  such  speculators,  traders,  and  manufac- 
turers, not  only  to  force  their  goods  upon  the  mar- 
ket immediately  after  their  arrival  in  the  country, 
but  to  vend  goods  manufactured  for  that  purpose* 
and  of  such  inferior  quality  that  no  regular  private 
sale  of  them  could  be  efiected,  are  two  of  the  prin- 
cipal causes  of  the  excessive  influx  of  foreign 
manufactures.  Nor  is  there  reason  to  hope  that 
the  evils,  of  which  these  causes  are  so  prolific,  will 
cure  themselves.  The  sute  of  Europe  being  such 
as  to  occasion  a  vast  surplus  of  manufactures,  it  is 
inevitable  that  greater  loss  most  accrue  upon  that 
surplus  if  detained  at  home,  than  is  hazarded  by 
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Remomtrance  agavMt  an  increase  of  Ihuies  on  Imparts. 
the  exportation  of  it  to  our  markets.     It  can  be  I     2H    T«  .,«^  ^     j  .      r 

sent  h.ther  upon  foreign  account,  w,th  the  follow-    for^n  andTmes*tic7n«°J  ''"iJT  *^^°^-."P°°  ^ 
ing  advantages :  jureign  ana  domestic  goods  sold  by  auction,  with 

1st  With  the  certainty  of  an  immediate  sale  bv  '  I^f/.f  7*'°''  "^^  farming  stock  and  utensils,  goods 
auction,  upon  condition  of  immediate  remftt?nc«^  '  Tourt,  of'l^w''"''^"  ^  ''^'"^'''^  ^^^  ^''^'^^  ^^ 
wherea.  sale  at  home  would  have  been  impracTi-  ^      aIaL         °'^^"'^^     , 

cable  and  the  want  of  the  proceeds  would  Eby  'of  ^?otectir'^^^^^^^         of  the  ^reat  importance 
hftvp  h*»pn  rnin«.,.  '^  "  pruudoiy    01  protecting  the  cultivation  ofcotton  the  nrin 

cipal  staole  of  thp  mnntrt,    k„  •  '   "    *^."" 


have  been  ruinous. 
2d.  The  benefit  of  the  credit  upon  the  duties 


cipal  staple  of  the  country,  by  securing  to  it  a 
preference  m   foreign   markets,  and  shielding  it 

from  thp  niinniK:  f^,^nt„r>^i ;__-j       .  .      ^"""8    »i 


realized  iMhe  form  of  mIerrCorr.c.iVecaS'    LTZ"  '°   '"T^  ""'""''  "■«'  ^"elding    . 
3d.    The  very  .rifling  expense,  incu  red  by   he  !    iZ  wl^.T'  ""'^i""'"'"^  i"'*"!™!  to  a  compe- 


-  - —  --/  ". — -s  "^^i^ruora  lucurrea  oy  ine 
transaction  of  business  m  this  manner,  compared 
with  those  which  are  unavoidable  to  a  regular 
mercantile  establishment. 

4th.  The  animating  prospect  of  utterly  anni- 
lulating  all  attempts  at  manufacturing  in  this 
country.  * 

These  circumstances,  even  should  every  regular 


I    •  — -•-•  ••"•-""iiig  tjuuuiiues  and  inie- 
nor  qualities  of  India  and  other  parts  of  the  world 
as  also  in  consideration  of  the  great  importance  of 
affording  security  and  permanency  to  tfie  inter^t^ 

?hP  .n?  ^"^r^""  °f  "°"°'''  ^''d  especially  of 
the  coarser  fabrics,  already  established  in  this 
country,  your  memorialists  further  pray  that  Con- 
I  gress   would   restrict   the  importation   of  cotton 


American  imp^r^aSn^o^^TsTusircSyaT^^^^^    S  t^st^h  Tnd'"   ^  j-I-^^tr^n' of  coUon 
ficient  to  cause  the  country,  for  years  to  come   to    f^     i     u  .',  *  r"^  ^"^^  o'^'X'  ^^  ^^^ve  been  manu- 


-^-v„,  .V,  ^-U3^  luc  uuuuiry,  lor  years  to  come,  to 
be  inundated  and  overwhelmed  with  the  products 
o!  loreign  industry. 

In  confirmation  of  this  statement,  your  memo- 
riahsts  beg  leave  to  add,  that,  in   the  year  1818 
goods  to  the  amount  of  fourteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars were  sold  by  public  auction  in  this  city ;  and 
they  believe  that  the  whole  amount  of  such  sales 
in    the  United    States  was   not   less  than  thirty 
millions  of  dollars;  and  that  the  amount  due  to 
the  Government  upon  bonds,  which  was  held  by 
importers  as  capital  for  their  ruinous  operations 
was  not,  and  is  not  at   this  moment,  less  than 
twenty  millions  of  dollars.     But   for   this  credit 
upon  duties,  and  the  facility  of  these  sales  by  auc- 
tion, it  can  scarcely  be^doubted  but  that  importa- 
tionswou  d  be  restricted  within  reasonable  bounds 
«nd  would  be  governed  by  the  fair  demands  of 
regular   busmess.     The  evils  flowing  from  these 
two  causes  are  common  to  the  trade  with  Europe, 
and  that  with  India  and  China.     A  vast  amount 
of  the  surplus  products  of  the  two  latter  countries 

^i^r  L'^'PP^*^-  ^y  °*^'^"  «od  others,  and 
sold  by  public  auction  in  our  markets,  and  the 
proceeds  returned  in  our  precious  metals.  The 
incitements  to  this  trade  so  confesisedly  ruinous  to 
this  country,  are  precisely  the  same  as  those  which 
operate  upon  the  trade  with  Europe.  The  exist- 
ence of  a  vast  surplus  of  manufactures,  the  bounty 
Eiir,r  '^POf^aiions  by  the  credit  upon  imports 
here  the  certainty  of  immediate  sales  and  returns 
are  temptations  which  it  is  vain  to  hope  will  b^ 
resisted  or  diminished,  until  the  Legislature  shall 
interpose  its  authority. 

And  your  memorialists  are  convinced  that  any 
measures  which  should  go  to  remove  these  caus« 

?..  fk  '^*'!!''*  "°^  °?'y  ^'^"""^  ^^^  nation  from 
lurther  and  more  hopeless  embarrassment,  but 
would  afford  material  relief  to  the  commercial, 
agricultural,  and  manufacturing  interests  of  the 
country;  nor  can  they  imagine  any  alleviation  of 
the  present  distress,  which  shall  not  extend  to 
^we  several  branches  of  industry  and  enterprise. 
Theyjherefore  respectfully  pray  your  honorable 

l^L^  To  abolish  credits  on  the  duties  accruing 


all  cottons  of  foreign  CTowth. 

.» J''"'."'T°"^'''''  'orbear  io  enter  into  any  de- 
^  in/  '°,^^^?"^e,a°y  further  arguments  in  sup- 
port of  what  they  deem  to  be  the  only  sound  policy 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States;  ba^ 
they  respectfully  beg  reference  to  two  impo  tant 
documents  emanating  from  the  Govemm^m  on 
this  subject,  viz : 

tarv  ofTh!  tP°''  °^  Alexander  Hamilton,  Secre- 
o^    rT,L  ^  Treasury,  of  January,  1790. 

nnH  M  /*"P°"  °^^').^  Committee  on  Commerce 
fhp  fi^K^^/x'/"'.''  °^'^'  ^3th  of  January  and 
the  6  h  of  March,  1816;  which  they  trust  wUl 
place  this  subject  in  its  proper  point  of  view 

And  your  memorialists  further  respectfully  pray 
hat  such  alterations,  amendments,  aVd  incriJTof 
the  tariff,  may  be  made,  as  Congress  in  their  wis- 


dom  may  judge  best  calculated  to  encourage  the 
t  the  people,  and  secure  to  the  ^latioii 

t-Ttrpv  rtf    iKai*  «»* •    -    _       •   1     1 


industry  o 

the  advantages  of  their  enterprise  and  labor. 

W.  FEW,  PresidsrU. 


Peter  H.  Schenck,  >  o        " ."  '  o 

John  E.  Hyhe,  \  Secretanes.  ^^  ^^ 


December  16,  1819. 


/.' 


REMONSTRANCE  AGAINST  AN  INCREASE 
OF  DUTIES  ON  I.MPORTS        *^^®^ 


on  imports. 


■■'f.ij. 


[Communicated  to  the  Houie,  January  3.  1820.1 
To  the  Cwiffress  of  the  United  States: 

The  remonstrance  of  the  Virginia  Agricultural 
Society  of  Fredericksburg  against  the^^"eS 
now  making,  by  our  domesti?  manufacturers  and 
their  friends,  to  increase  the  duties  upon  foreira 
1^':  ™^'  ^'^'^  n^erchandise,  respectfully  repS 

*  '^    i  v.. .  V 

That  it  is  the  indisputable  right  of  every  free 
people  to  petition  and  remonstrate,  either  indTvidT 

a  t'ua'lly'?nJ?rH'^'K"°^  ^"^'^  ^^^'"^^^  f"-»^'^ 
aclualJy  inflicted    but  against  such  also  as  are 

I  either  seriously  threatened  or  meditated. 

I '    That  hostility,  resulting  from  true  republican 
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principles,  to  partial  taxation,  exclusive  privileges, 
and  monopolies  created  by  law,  was  the  primary 
cause  of  our  glorious  and  ever  memorable  Revo- 
lution. 

That,  although  most  of  us  arc  only  the  descen- 
dants of  those  patriots  who  achieved  that  Revolu- 
tion, by  the  lavish  expenditure  ol  their  treasure 
and  their  blood,  yet  that  we  inherit  enough  of 
their  spirit  to  feel  equal  aversion  to  similar  oppres- 
sions; at  the  same  time,  we  confidently  trust  that 
neither  we,  nor  our  sons  after  us,  will  ever  be  found 
backward  or  reluctant  in  offering  up  at  the  shrine 
of  national  good  and  national  happiness  any  sacri- 
fices, however  great,  which  their  promotion  and 
preservation  may  obviously  and  necessarily  re- 
quire. But  we  have  been  taught  to  believe  that 
a  parental  Government — a  Government  founded 
upon  the  immutable  and  sacred  principles  of  truth, 
justice,  and  liberty — if  she  required  sacrifices  at  all 
from  those  whom  she  is  so  solemnly  bound  to  pro- 
tect, would  make  them  such  as  should  operate 
equally  upon  every  member  of  the  community. 

That  we  view  with  great  concern,  both  na- 
tionally and  individually,  certain  late  attempts, 
on  the  part  of  various  descriptions  of  domestic 
manufacturers,  to  induce  your  honorable  body  to 
increase  the  duties  upon  imports,  already  so  high 
as  to  amount,  upon  many  articles,  nearly  to  a 
prohibition.  The  increased  cost  upon  some  of 
these  may  truly  be  designated  a  tax  upon  know- 
ledge, if  not  a  bounty  to  ignorance;  such,  for 
example,  as  the  duty  upon  books  in  foreign  lan- 
guages, and  upon  philosophical,  mathematical, 
surgical,  and  chemical  instruments.  '^ 

That,  although,  these  attempts  are  sustained 
under  the  plausible  pretext  of  "  promoting  national 
industry,"  they  are  calculated  (we  will  not  say  in 
design,  but  certainly  in  effect)  to  produce  a  lax 
highly  impolitic  in  its  nature,  partial  in  its  opera- 
tion, and  oppressive  in  its  effect ;  a  tax,  in  fact,  to 
be  levied  principally  on  the  great  body  of  agricul- 
turists, who  constitute  a  large  majority  of  the 
whole  American  people,  and  who  are  the  chief 
consumers  of  all  foreign  imports. 

That  such  a  tax  would  be  a  flagrant  violation 
of  the  soundest  and  most  important  principles  of 
political  economy,  amongst  which  We  deem  the 
following  to  be  incontroveriibly  true;  that,  as  the 
interests  of  dealers  and  consumers  neces-sarily  con- 
flict with  each  other,  the  first  always  aiming  to 
narrotr,  whilst  the  latter,  who  form  the  majority 
of  every  nation,  as  constantly  endeavor  to  enlarge 
competition  ;  by  which  enlargement  alone  extrava- 
g[ant  prices  and  exorbitant  profits  are  prevented,  it 
IS  the  duty  of  every  wi^e  and  iust  Grovernment  to  se- 
cure the  consumers  against  both  exorbitant  profits 
and  extravagant  prices,  by  leaving  competition  as 
free  and  open  as  possible. 

That  in  this  way  alone  can  the  benefits  of  good 
government  be  equalized  among  the  various  orders 
and  classes  of  society,  the  prosperity  and  happi- 
ness of  which  depend  not  upon  immunities,  privi- 
leges, and  monopolies  granted  to  one  class  or  order 
at  the  ex{>ense  of  another,  but  upon  the  unfettered 
exercise  of  talent,  skill,  and  industry,  directed  and 
employed  in  whatever  manner,  and  upon  whatso- 


ever objects  of  pursuit,  each  individual  may  select 
for  himself;  provided,  always,  that  such  objects 
be  not  incompatible  with  the  public  good  ;  for  so 
to  use  your  own  rights  as  not  to  injure  the  rights 
of  others,  is  not  less  the  dictate  of  common  sense 
and  common  honesty  than  it  is  a  cardinal  maxim 
of  all  legitimate  government. 

That  national  industry  is  best  promoted  by 
leaving  every  member  of  society  free  to  apply  his 
labor  and  his  knowledge  according  to  his  own 
choice,  exempt  from  all  restraints  but  such  as  the 
public  good  requires,  and  burdened  with  no  tax 
but  such  as  shall  be  both  impartial,  and  as  mod- 
erate as  the  exigencies  of  the  State  will  permit. 

That,  according  to  the  natural  progress  of  so- 
ciety in  every  country  favorably  situated  for  agri- 
culture, the  class  of  manufacturers  is  the  last  to 
spring  up;  but  that  it  will  nece.«sarily  do  so,  as 
soon  as  either  the  natural  or  artificial  wants  of^ the 
people  create  a  demand  for  their  labors. 

That  any  legislative  interference  to  force  either 
this  or  any  other  claims  into  existence  by  the  strong 
arm  of  power,  exercised  in  levying  taxes  to  support 
the  forced  class,  contrary  to  the  wishes  and  inter- 
ests of  the  other  members  of  the  community,  is 
not  only  bad  policy,  but  oppression ;  because  taxes 
of  any  kind,  to  be  rightfully  levied,  should  be 
equal,  and  should  be  imposed,  not  for  the  emolu- 
ment of  any  one  portion  of  society  at  the  expense 
of  the  rest,  but  for  the  support  of  Government 
alone. 

That  either  to  exclude  foreign  manufactures,  ot 
to  tax  them  very  heavily,  under  a  notion  of  im- 
proving those  ot  domestic  fabric,  lessens  the  profits 
of  agriculture;  diminishes  the  public  revenue, 
either  by  augmenting  the  number  of  smugglers, 
or  by  enabling  the  domestic  manufacturer  to  pocket 
that  sum  which  otherwise  would  go  into  the  pub- 
lic treasury,  under  the  form  of  an  import  duty; 
and  at  the  same  time  secures  to  him  the  power  of 
practising  upon  the  community  the  double  impo- 
sition of  deteriorating  his  goods,  and  selling  them 
at  a  higher  price  ;  because  that  competition  which 
constitutes  the  only  security  for  skill,  industry,  and 
moderate  prices,  is  either  entirely  removed,  or  so 
limited  as  not  to  be  felt. 

"  That  all  free  trade,  of  whatever  description, 
must  be  a  mutual  benefit  to  the  paities  engaged  in 
it,"  notwithstanding  the  profits  arising  therefrom 
may  be  somewhat  unequally  divided  ;  because  by 
free  trade  alone  can  supply  and  demand  (the  two 
circumstances  upon  which  trade  of  every  kind 
depends.)  be  kept  nearly  equal  to  each  other. 

"  That,  instead  of  struggling  against  the  dictates 
of  reason  and  nature,  and  madly  attempting  to 
produce  every  thing  at  home,  countries  should 
study  to  direct  their  labors  to  those  departments 
of  industry  for  which  their  situation  and  circum- 
stances are  best  adapted." 

"  That  the  use  of  capital  should  be  left,  a.sinuch 
as  possible,  to  the  care  of  tho.se  to  whom  it  be- 
longs ;  becau!»e  they  will  be  most  likely  to  discover 
in  what  line  it  can  be  employed  to  the  greatest 
advantage." 

And  that  the  best  regulated  and  happiest  com- 
munities are  those  wherein  all  the  various  trades, 
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profnstoDs,  and  callings,  enjoy  equal  rights,  and 
eootribute  equally  to  the  necessary  support  of  their 
oommon  €rovemraent ;  but  that  if  any  one  should 
be  thought  to  have  superior  claims  to  the  fostering 
care  of  the  National  legislature,  it  should  be  "the 
tiller*  of  the  earth — the  lountain-head  of  all  wealth, 
of  all  power,  and  of  all  prosperity." 

The  sagacious  and  patriotic  Franklin  has  said 
(and  we  believe  he  never  uttered  a  better  or  wiser 
remark)  "that  most  of  the  statutes  or  acts,  edicts, 
arrets,  and  placards,  of  parliaments,  princes,  and 
States,  (ot  regulating,  directing,  or  restraining 
trade,  have,  we  tbink,  been  either  political  blun- 
ders, or  jobs  obtained  by  artful  men  for  private 
advantage,  under  pretence  of  public  good." 

Your  petitioners  hare  thus  freely,  but  respect- 
faily,  endeavored  to  represent  to  your  honorable 
body  their  views  of  a  policy  which  you  are  so  ira- 
poriunaiely  urged  to  adopt,  but  upon  which  we 
ahould  have  sskJ  nothing,  having  due  con6dence 
both  in  your  willmgness  and  ability  to  protect  the 
great  laaded  interests  of  our  country,  had  we  not 
Often  apprehensive  (hat  silence  might  possibly  be 
construed  into  consent,  if  all  who  are  attached  to 
those  iateret>ts  had    forborne   to  speak,  when  so 
ciamorously  and   powerfully  assailed,     to  guard 
•gain&t  the  passibility  of  misapprehension,  we  Uke 
this  occasion  to  say,  that  we  are  incapable  of  feel- 
ing any  thing  like  enmity  towards  either  manu- 
facturers or  any  other  useful  description  of  our 
fellow-citizens,  but  heartily  wish  them  all  the  suc- 
cess to  which  their  skill  and  industry  may  entitle  ; 
them,  ia  whatsoever  way  applied  ;  provided,  al-  i 
ways,  that  such  application   be  not  made  at  our  i 
risk,  and  continued  at  our  cost.     We  will  go  fur-  I 
ther,  and  pledge  ours<lves  to  prefer  whatever  they  ' 
may  manufacture,  at  any  time  that  they  will  make  I 
th«  price  and  the  quality  the  same  with  the  quality  ' 
and  price  of  similar  articles  of  foreign  fabric.     To  i 
giv€  Kiore  for  any  article  simply  because  it  is  made  ' 
at  home  may  suit  the  feelings  of  political  enthu- 
siasm, but  It  can  never  promote  the  interests  either 
of  individuals  or  of  nations.     To  buy  as  cheap  as 
you  can,  no  matter  where,  and  to  sell  as  dear,  is 
the  majtun  which  should  regulate  the  commerce 
of  both  ;  for  if  competition  be  left  (rf^e,  neither  can 
be  Morbitant  in  their  demands.     We  ask  no  tax 
upon  manufacturers  for  our  beneSt ;  neither  do  we 
desire  any  ihin^  of  Government  to  enable  us  to 
culuvate  the  soil  as  profitably  as  we  could  wish, 
bm  to  leave  us  free,  so  far  as  it  depends  on  them, 
to  carry  our  products  to  the  best  market  we  can 
u    l*"**  ^  porcbase  what  w€  want  in  return,  on 
the  best  terms  we  can,  either  at  home  or  abroad. 
We  wiU   ever   support    the   Government  of  our 
choice  ia  all  just  and  rightful  undertakings,  both 
with  our  fortunes  and  our  lives ;  but  we  will  never 
roluntarily  contribute  to  maintain  either  manu- 
facturers, or  any  other  class  of  citizens,  by  the 
payment  of  unequal  and  partial  taxes,  by  award- 
ing to  them  exclusive  privil^cs,  or  by  sustaining 
them  10  the  enjoyment  of  oppressive  monopolies, 
which  are  ultimately  to  grind  both  us  and  our 
children  after  us  "into  dust  and  ashes." 

AU  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
^  JAS.  M.  GARNETT,  Pr9$^. 
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[Communicated  to  the  Hoose,  Jinnary  6,  ISta}  «< 

To  the  honorabU  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 

aentativea  of  the  United  Staiet  of  America  in  Com- 

greu  assembled .-  ^t 

The  memorial  and  petition  of  the  undersigned, 
merchants  and  citizens  of  Baltimore,  respectfully 
showeth,  that  they,  with  their  felJow-citizens  gen- 
erally, being  seriously  affected  by,  and  deeply  im- 
pressed with  a  sense  of,  the  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ment  which  prevails  in  every  section  of  the  coun- 
try, beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  superior  wisdom  of 
Congress  what  appears  to  them  as  being  among 
the  prominent  exciting  and  sustaining  causes  of 
the  present  distress,  and  respectfully  to  petition  for 
a  modification,  which  they  are  fully  persuaded 
would  aflferd  very  considerable,  if  not  entire  relief. 
The  very  liberal  policy  which  has  been  pursued 
by  the  American  Government  in  relation  to  com- 
merce, and  particularly  in  regard  to  the  collection 
of  the  duties  on  imported  merchandise,  appears  to 
your  memorialists  to  have  caused  the  accumult- 
tion  of  a  stock  of  foreign  goods,  not  only  in  the 
seaport  towns,  but  also  throughout  every  part  of 
the  interior  of  our  country,  considerably  above  its 
necessary  consumption,  or  the  means  of  imme- 
diate payment. 

The  heavy  stocks  thus  accumulated,  appear,  in 
some  measure,  and  in  several  descriptions  of  mer- 
chandise, to  be  kept  up  by  the  extended  credits  on 
which  these  articles  may  be  obtained  in  Europe, 
but  more  particularly  by  the  inviting  convenience 
of  the  liberal  credits  given   by  the  Government 
here  for  the  payment  of  the  duties  on  importation, 
which  not  only  encourages  the  American  mer- 
chants to  project  a  scale  of  trade  fully  equal  to 
our  means  of  remittance,  in  the  produce  of  our 
land  and  labor,  taken  from  us  by  foreign  countries, 
but  also  holds  out  the  stronger  inducement  for  for- 
eign bouses  to  press  into  the  country  large  addi- 
tional supplies  on  their  own  account,  which,  if  it 
ever  were  desirable,  in  the  more  infant  state  of  the 
commerce  of  this  country,  to  encourage  the  use  of 
foreign  capital  to  aid  the  import  trade,  your  me- 
morialists apprehend    that   the  period   has  now 
arrived   which  renders  such   a   policy  rather  an 
evil  than  a  benefit.     The  wealth  thus  acquired 
out  of  American  industry  by  transient  merchants, 
or  for  foreign  account,  generally,  in  the  end,  leaves 
the  country;  while,  in  the  progress  of  this  trade, 
their  operations  oppress  it  with  debt,  and  create  a 
constant  demand  upon  it  for  specie.     In  the  meat 
time  a  considerable  amount  of  American  capital, 
for  want  of  employment,  has  been  drawn  into 
various  unnatural  channels;  among  others,  your 
memorialists  beg  leave  to  notice  the  fitting  out  of 
vessels  for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting,  under  for- 
eign colors,  illicit  privateering  and  piracy,  and  for 
engaging  in  the  cruel   and   unnatural   traflSc  to 
Africa  for  slaves;  to  the  great  demoralizing  ten- 
dency upon  the  mariners  of  our  country,  who  are 
thus  employed  to  execute  crimes  which  originate  in 
the  .secret  lorebodings  and  projects  of  others  resid- 
ing among  us. 
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A  large  amount  of  American  capital,  employed 
by  some  of  the  most  respectable  nouses  hitherto 
engaeed  in  the  import  trade,  has  also  been  forced 
out  of  it,  by  the  superior  advantages  and  obvious 
rivalship  of  those  who  work  on  loreign  account, 
ia  the  various  refinements  which  take  place  be- 
tween owner  and  agent,  in  regard  to  the  original 
cost  on  which  duties  are  paid. 

In  addition  to  what  would  be  the  demand  for 
foreign  merchandise,  under  a  wholesome  operation 
of  trade,  your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  suggest 
that  im|x>rtations  of  goods,  obtained  on  credit  in  a 
foreign  market,  thus  paying  a  duty,  on  an  extended 
credit  here,  have  been  effected  to  a  very  considera- 
ble extent,  with  the  exclusive  design  of  raising 
funds  for  other  objects.  Large  consignments  of 
merchandise  are  also  made  by  foreign  houses  to 
their  agents  and  others  residing  in  this  country, 
upon  the  information  taken  from  American  orders 
and  commissions,  after  the  American  merchants 
had  given  these  orders,  to  the  full  extent  that  it 
was  safe  and  proper  to  be  done;  and  many  of  the 
ffoods,  thus  imported,  being  sold  at  public  auction 
for  cash,  afford  to  the  foreign  owner  the  use  of 
capital  equal  to  the  amount  and  credit  on  the 
duties. 

Voyages  have  likewise  been  executed  to  and 
from  the  West  Indies,  first  by  purchasing  a  cargo 
in  this  country  on  extended  crtilit,  with  a  view  of 
realiziiijj  the  return  cargo,  in  cash,  before  the  credit 
on  the  nrst  or  the  credit  on  the  duties  would  expire. 

A  cargo  of  teas,  arriving  in  this  country,  to  a 
favorable  market,  and  immediately  sold,  will  fur- 
nish the  means,  both  as  to  time  and  amount,  for 
a  new  voyage,  of  equal  value,  by  the  credit  alone 
which  is  allowed  for  the  payment  of  the  duties, 
without  the  aid  of  any  other  capital.  A  cargo  of 
West  India  spirits,  arriving,  and  being  sold,  under 
the  same  circumstances,  will  furnish,  in  like  man- 
ner, the  means  of  two  subsequent  voyages,  the 
second  double  the  amount  of  the  first,  before  the 
expiration  of  the  credit  on  the  duties. 

The  accommodation  of  a  long  credit,  on  the 
▼ery  heavy  duties  now  payable  on  nearly  all  im- 
ported merchandise,  but  more  especially  on  teas, 
toreign  spirits,  wines,  sugars,  coffee,  and  foreign 
manufactured  goods,  bv  constituting  a  considera- 
ble part  of  the  price  for  which  they  are  sold  in 
this  market,  thus  forms  a  prominent  consideration 
in  the  commercial  object  of  some  merchants,  wider 
particular  circumstances,  without  any  regard  to 
the  evil  consequences,  both  public  and  private, 
which  attend  their  operations.  If  the  rate  of  duties 
were  increased  to  double  their  present  amount,  pay- 
able on  the  same  term  of  credit,  the  defect  in  the 
policy  of  giving  a  long  credit  on  heavy  duties 
would  be  rendered  still  more  obvious,  by  a  great 
enlargement  of  unsound  commercial  operations, 
with  an  equal  increase  of  all  the  other  evils  which 
attend  the  present  system. 

Ill  this  state  of  commercial  existence,  your  me- 
morialists beg  leave  further  to  suggest  that  the 
immense  overstock  of  foreign  merchandise,  thus, 
in  some  measure,  forced  into  the  country,  soon  be- 
comes pressed,  from  the  superabundance,  into  the 
iBterior — generally  on  extended  credits. 


The  merchants  of  the  interior  are  thereby  ena- 
bled to  offer  their  merchandise  on  the  same  or 
more  alluring  credits,  almost  at  the  door  of  every 
consumer;  while  the  consumers  too  often,  in  re- 
turn, relaxing  in  their  industry,  and  neglecting  to 
improve  the  advantages  which  nature  has  placed 
around  them,  continue  to  suj^y  themselves  out 
of  the  foreign  stock,  until  debt  and  embarrassment 
have  arrested  the  procedure.  Your  memorialists 
are  aware  that  the  late  excessive  and  fictitious 
banking  operations  contributed  greatly  to  delude 
the  American  community;  and  that  goods  of 
domestic  fabric,  when  offered  in  excessive  quanti- 
ties, and  on  immoderate  credits,  would  also  have 
a  tendency  to  impair  industry  anoongst  the  con- 
sumers. But  it  must  appear  equally  obvious  that 
a  fair  demand  would  exhilarate  manufacturing 
industry,  and  that,  in  the  same  commonwealth, 
an  equilibrium  must  soon  take  place.  But  the 
wide  difference  between  the  policy  which  invite* 
the  expenditure  of  wealth,  even  upon  luxuries, 
produced  from  the  industrious  labor  of  our  own 
country,  and  the  policy  which  invites  to  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  same  wealth  upon  luxuries  of  for- 
eign origin,  thus  supporting  foreign  industry  and 
neglecting  domestic,  your  memorialists  apprehend 
to  be  worthy  of  a  peculiar  consideration. 

From  the  practice  and  habit  of  using  foreign 
goods  in  such  abundance,  your  memorialists  far- 
ther apprehend  that  an  tmwarrantable  prejodiet 
has  been  created  ia  favor  of  them,  to  the  great 
moral  injury  of  the  American  community,  who 
are  now  disposed  to  consider  many  of  those  arti- 
cles not  only  as  matters  of  convenience  and  com- 
fort, but  also  as  the  test  of  importance  among  their 
fellow-citizens.     The  expensive  woollen,  cotton, 
and  linen  fabrics  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ; 
the  costly  silks  of  China,  France,  and  Italy ;  the 
coffee,  sugar,  and  teas  of  the  Indies ;  the  extrava- 
gant wines  of  Madeira,  Ac  are,  from  an  acquired 
taste,  producing  a  vitiated  standard  of  public  opin- 
ion, considered  essential  for  the  table,  and  for  the 
apparel  of  a  respectable  family  in  the  American 
community,  and   constitute  a  very  considerable 
part  of  theu  consumption  and  expenditure.     If  the 
amount  annually  paid  for  the  excessive  propor- 
tions of  these  luxuries  was,  only  for  a  few  years, 
saved  to  the  country,  your  memorialists  feel  con- 
fident that  the  United  States  would  be  placed,  on 
the  scale  of  independent  posperity,  above  the 
rivalship  of  any  other  people;  but  as  the  natural 
consequence  of  an  import  trade  greatly  overdone, 
from  the  causes  which  your  memorialists  have 
had  the  honor  to  suggest,  the  interior  of  the  coun- 
try now  stands  largely  indebted  to  the  merchants 
of^  the  seaport  towns,  while  the  latter  are  scarcely 
less  in  debt  to  foreign  countries ;  and  to  meet  the 
balance  of  trade  thus  created  against  us,  or,  with 
a  view  to  new  importations,  after  the  produce  of 
the  country  is  taken  abroad  to  the  extent  of  the 
present  demand  for  it,  they  are  engaged  in  collect- 
ing and  exporting  a  part  of  the  small  quantity  of 
specie  remaining  in  the  country,  which  it  is  now 
manifest  would  have  been  carried  out  to  a  greater 
extent  but  for  the  extensive  sales  and  hypotheca- 
tion of  American  stocks  in  England  since  the  late 
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Objedicnu  to  Ca^  Payment  of  Duties. 


war,  contributing  hitherto  to  keep  down  the  pre- 
mium on  exchange,  and  retaining,  for  the  time 
being,  the  specie  in  the  country,  but  still  leaving 
the  nation,  to  an  equal  amount,  in  debt  for  future 
settlement. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  with  a  view  to 
sound  national  policy,  by  raising  an  additional  bar- 
rier to  the  excessive  importation  of  foreign  goods 
above  our  means  of  payment ;  with  a  view  to  a 
more  equal  and  correct  payment  of  the  duties; 
with  a  view  to  check  the  inordinate  preference 
given  to  foreign  productions,  by  bringing  those  of 
oar  own  country  more  into  use ;  with  a  view  to  im- 
prove the  condition  of  commerce,  by  coercing  trade 
more  into  operations  for  cash,  or  on  shorter  credits ; 
with  a  view  to  secure  to  the  resident  American  mer- 
chant, and  thus  to  the  country,  the  profits  growing 
out  of  American  trade ;  with  a  view  to  turn  the  bal- 
ance of  trade  as  much  as  possible  in  our  favor,  and 
thereby  to  bring  back  a  portion  of  the  precious 
metals;  and,  finally,  but  still  with  a  view  of  leav- 
ing commerce  free,  for  the  employment  of  Ameri- 
can capital,  in  all  articles  which  the  country  may 
require,  and  can  afford  to  consume,  whether  as 
matters  of  necessity,  convenience,  or  objects  of 
taste  and  fancy — with  these  views  and  designs, 
your  memorialists  respectfully  pray  that  the  duties 
on  all  foreign  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  im- 
wrted  into  the  United  States,  may  be  made  paya- 
>le  in  cash ;  or,  if  the  goods  are  put  into  the  pub- 
ic stores,  that  the  duties  may  be  made  to  bear  an 
interest  from  the  date  of  one  month  after  the  entry 
of  the  vessel  in  which  they  may  be  imported. 

And,  under  the  influence  of  a  sense  of  justice, 
actuated  by  feelings  of  humanity,  and  with  a 
high  regard  for  the  reputation  oi  their  country, 
and  particularly  for  the  city  in  which  they  reside, 
your  memorialists  further  pray  that  effectual  mea- 
sures may  be  taken  to  arrest  the  practice,  which, 
it  is  apprehended,  still  prevails  to  a  considerable 
extent)  of  employing  American  vessels  and  Ameri- 
can mariners,  under  foreign  colors,  in  unlawful 
privateering  and  piracy,  as  well  as  in  the  African 

WM.  PATTERSON,  aiid  others. 
Baltimore,  December  20,  1819. 


OBJECTIONS  TO  THE  CASH  PAYMENT  OP 
DUTIES,  Ac.     , 

(Communicated  to  the  Hoate,  January  6,  1820.] 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  United  States  of  Amertea,  tn  Con- 
gress  assembled  .- 

The  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
the  city  of  New  York  respectfully  showeth,  that 
your  memorialists  have  been  informed  that  pe- 
titions are  about  to  be  laid  before  your  honoraole 
body,  from  this  city  and  elsewhere,  praying  that  a 
law  oe  passed  altering  the  system  oi  collecting  the 
revenue  in  such  manner  as  to  make  the  duties 
payable  in  cash,  in  place  of  allowing,  according 
to  the  established  practice,  a  credit  on  bonds ;  the 


nature  and  consequences  of  the  proposed  change, 
so  interesting  to  all  those  concerned  in  the  foreign 
commerce  of  the  United  Slates,  your  memorialists 
will  respectfully  attempt  to  point  out  to  the  Legis> 
lature  of  their  country. 

The  present  system  of  collecting  duties  formed 
a  part  of  the  first  revenue  laws  of  the  United 
States:  it  was  proposed  thirty  years  ago  by  one  of 
the  ablest  financiers  of  which  this  country  caa 
boast,  was  adopted  after  the  maturest  considera- 
tion, and  has  since  been  many  times  attentively 
re-examined;  laws  and  regulations  to  enforce  it, 
and  to  preserve  the  rights  of  the  Government, 
have  been  carefully  devised ;  and  it  may  with 
safety  be  said,  that  in  no  country  whatever  have 
the  imposts  been  collected  with  smaller  losses  or 
at  a  less  expense  ;  and,  even  of  the  small  losses 
which  have  accrued.  It  is  well  known  that  a  part 
has  been  owing  to  the  want  of  vigilance  and  at- 
tention of  the  officers  intrusted  with  the  collection 
of  the  duties. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  present  Gov- 
ernment, the  existing  system  of  collecting  the  du- 
ties has  confessedly  been  in  successful  operation; 
the  commerce  and  agriculture  of  the  country  have 
been  fostered  by  it,  and  under  its  influence  the 
United  States  have  advanced  to  wealth  with  a 
celerity  beyond  example,  and  have,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, by  the  activity  of  commercial  and  other  na- 
tional interests,  stimulated  and  supported  by  this 
judicious  system,  risen  from  a  state  of  infant  fee- 
bleness to  a  maturity  of  strength  and  power. 
During  this  long  period,  this  system  has  become 
interwoven  and  intimately  connected  with  every 
interest  of  the  community  ;  it  has  been  universally 
acquiesced  in,  and  has  scarcely  had  to  encounter 
even  a  censure;  but  now  the  National  Legislature 
are  called  upon  to  change  laws  of  acknowledged 
excellence,  whose  utility  has  been  sanctioned  by 
the  experience  of  thirty  years,  and  to  substitute 
others  altogether  new,  and  of  uncertain  operation 
and  effect. 

Great  and  sudden  alterations  of  the  commercial 
laws  of  a  country  ought  not  to  be  made,  unless 
evils  of  magnitude  can  clearly  be  pointed  out  in 
the  existing  Taws,  or  great  benefits  can  be  proved 
to  accrue  from  the  proposed  changes.  The  rea- 
sons urged  against  the  present  system  of  collect- 
ing duties  are,  that  it  tends  to  encourage  over- 
trading, and  to  inundate  the  country  with  foreign 
goods.  These  are,  in  part,  true;  for  a  credit  on  the 
first  cost,  or  on  the  expenses  of  importing  goods, 
will  increase  the  quantity  imported,  and  of  course 
lessen  the  profits;  the  importer  will  sell  lower, 
and  the  consumer  buy  cheaper  ;  and  as  it  operates 
by  increasing  a  competition,  the  smallest  possible 
profit  on  the  trade  will  be  charged,  and  in  many 
instances  it  will  even  be  carried  onata  positive  loss. 
But  this  cannot  long  endure  ;  commerce  will  in  this 
branch,  as  in  every  other,  regulate  itself,  and  will  not 
continue  to  be  carried  on  without  producing  some 
profit  on  the  capital  employed.  The  influx  of  £Oods 
into  the  United  States  is,  however, attributable  to 
other  causes ;  the  great  increase  of  British  manu- 
factures and  the  decrease  of  their  markets  (other 
nations  in  time  of  peace  manufacturing  for  them* 
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selves,)  will  much  more  satisfactorily  account 
for  the  surplus  of  foreign  manufactured  goods  in 
this  country.  But  there  is  another  cause  for  the 
accumulation  of  foreign  manufactures  here,  and 


But  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  cannot  suppose, 
for  a  moment,  that  a  law  will  be  enacted  rigidly 
enforcing  the  payment  of  duties  in  eash  on  the 
arrival  of  the  goods,  or  that,  if  enacted,  it  could 


one  which  may  fairly  be  hailed  as  an  evidence  of!  possibly  be  carried  into  eflect.  A  new  law  must 
returning  health  in  the  body  politic,  because  it  j  provide  for  a  great  number  of  contingent  cases: 
proves  that  we  are  recommencing  habits  of  econ- '  when  goods  arrive,  some  consignees  may  be  absent, 
omy  and  industry.  By  the  late  Treasury  report, :  some  may  be  dead,  some  have  become  bankrupt, 
it  appears  that  the  amount  of  ^oods  imported  is  |  some  refuse  to  receive  the  consignment ;  some 
much  reduced  ;  taking  this  fact  in  connexion  with  \  parcels  of  goods  may  be  without  invoices,  others 
the  assertions  made  to  your  honorable  body  from  i  damaged;  a  malignantsickness  prevailing  in  a  port 
various  sources,  that  we  are  deluged  with  foreign  ]  may  prevent  any  consignee  from  entering  his  goods, 
fabrics,  and  the  inference,  not  that  we  have  im-  i  These  cases  will  show  the  absolute  necessity  of 
ported  more,  but  that  we  have  consumed  less,  is  ■  warehouses  being  provided  by  the  collectors,  to 
■     ' '  receive  such  goods  as  are  not  entered,  and  of  ap- 

pointing a  time  by  law  when,  if  not  entered  and 
the  duties  paid,  they  shall  be  sold.     So  many  ex- 
ceptions will  become  necessary  in  the  operaticms 
This  IS  also  true,  buttoa  certain  degree  only  :  so  far  |  of  the  law,  that  the  new  system,  instead  of  beifif 


irresistible. 

Another  reason  urged  against  credits  on  duties 
is,  that  it  furnishes  a  capital  for  the  merchant 
equal   to   the   whole    amount   of    duties  bonded. 


as  the  importer  of  goods  receives 
buyer  or  consumer  the  duties  for 


back  from  the 
which  he  has 


for  the  collection  of  duties  in  cash  on  the  arnvflu 
of  the  goods,  will  really  be  for  the  coUecticm  of 


bonded  before  the  bonds  have  been  paid,  it  becomes  [  duties  on  goods  after  they  have  been  stored ;  thvs, 
to  him  an  additional  capital.  In  the  China  and  I  as  to  a  credit  on  the  duties,  the  old  and  new  sys- 
India  trade,  the  capital  thus  raised  out  of  duties  is  '  tems  will  approximate — the  security  for  duties  on 
sometimes  very  large,  but  in  all  the  other  branches  i  the  former,  bonds  with  surety,  and,  on  the  latter, 
of  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  United  States  the  the  goods  themselves.  If  thwe  is  any  advantage 
reverse  is  true  ;  and  it  is  asserted,  without  fear  of  j  to  the  Government  in  this  change,  it  will  be  gained 
contradiction,  that  the  duties  are  paid  to  the  Gov- '  by  the  introduction  of  serious  evils  and  disadvan- 
ernment,  on  an  average,  before  they  are  received 
from  the  consumer.  But  in  those  cases  where  the 
duties  operate  to  increase  the  capital  of  the  import- 
er, what  is  the  consequence  ?     It  may  benefit  him  ; ! 


tages ;  the  charges  of  collection  will  be  enormously 
enhanced,  and  the  number  of  officers  greatly  in- 
creased. Individuals  will  be  subjected  to  addi- 
tional expenses,  to  new  and  vexatious  regulations 


it  cerUinly  does  promote  the  interest  of  the  com-  j  at  the  custom-houses,  together  with  delays  in  fausi- 
munity  ;  as  the  amount  of  capital  is  increased,  the 
profit  on  capital  is  diminished  ;  the  merchant  gives 
more  to  the  agriculturist  for  his  productions,  and 
sells  him  his  supplies  at  a  lower  price. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  solicit  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  to  some  of  the  consequences  of 
the  proposed  recommendation,  that  the  payment  of 
the  duties  on  goods  should  be  in  cash,  at  the  time 
of  their  arrival. 

Suppose  such  a  law  passed  and  rigidly  carried 
into  eiiect :  at  any  time  when  it  commences,  the 
prospective  payments  into  the  Treasury  from  bonds 
for  twelve  months  would  amount  to  about  twenty 
millions  of  dollars  ;  the  amount  of  duties  accruing 
during  the  same  period,  and  payable  in  cash,  may 
be  stated  at  about  eighteen  millions  ;  the  contri- 
butions of  the 


ness,  and  injury  to  the  goods  stored.  Althoogh 
the  expense  and  inconvenience  of  storinjz  goods 
be  very  great,  still  the  circumstances  of  many 
merchants  would  make  it  necessary  to  submit  Co 
them  ;  others,  more  wealthy,  would  be  able  to  pay 
the  duties  on  arrival,  and  thereby  avoid  those  in- 
conveniences; in  this  class  will  be  found  the  for- 
eign agent,  who  will  be  furnished  with  fimds  by 
drawing  on  his  principal  at  home,  or  his  factor 
here;  thus  the  tendency  of  the  system  wiU  be  to 
create  and  sustain  a  monopoly  in  the  hands  of 
foreign  and  other  capitalists,  and  to  oppress  and 
bear  down  that  class  whose  moderate  means  and 
great  industry  strengthen  and  invigorate  the  best 
interests  of  the  community. 

The  efliect  of  tlie  proposed  measure  on  the  rer- 


comnaunity  would  thus  be  nearly  |  enue  of  the  country  cannot  fail,  in  the  opinion  of 
doubled,  and  the  payments  of  two  years  brought '  your  memorialists,  to  be  seriously  embarrassing  to 
into  one.  Is  any  community,  it  may  fairly  be  |  the  Giovernment.  The  payment  of  duties  in  cash, 
asked,  able  to  bear  an  addition  to  heavy  duties  of  |  or  a  charge  of  interest  from  the  arrival  of  the 
ninety  per  cent,  in  one  year  ?  and  if  such  an  addi- 1  goods  until  the  duties  are  paid,  will,  it  is  true,  be 
tion  could  be  collected,  the  inquiry  is  of  immense  equal  to  an  additional  duty  of  about  five  per  cent. ; 
importance,  what  would  be  the  consequence  to  the  |  but  still,  a  change  from  a  system  well  understood, 
commercial,  agricultural,  and  manufacturing  in-  |  to  one  whose  operations  are  unknown  and  uncer- 
teretits  of  the  country,  of  withdrawing  so  great  a  |  tain,  will  alarm  the  timid,  and  increase  the  caution 
proportion  of  actual  capital  from  those  pursuits,  of  the  prudent  merchant,  and,  until  ail  its  conse- 
and  placing  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  ?  It  |  quences  are  developed,  will  have  a  tendency  greatly 
is  no  less  imporUnt  to  inquire  what  would  be  the  i  to  restrain  and  limit  the  commercial  operations  of 
consequence  to  our  numerous  and  respectable  State  ,  the  country,  and  proportxonably  lessen  the  duties 
banks,  of  disturbing,  and   perhaps  withdrawing  |  on  importations ;  and  the  Treasury,  after  the  first 


from  them  so  great  a  proportion  of  their  deposites, 
and  placing  them  in  the  vaults  of  another  moneyed 
institution  ? 

16th  Con.  1st  Sess.— 73  K 


year,  will  have  parted  with  a  fund  in  bonds  equal 
at  all  times  to  about  twenty  millions  of  dollars, 
payable  within  twelve  months,  and  which  would 
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always  prore  a  solid  resource  in  case  of  a  war 
with  a  maritime  nation. 

.  Your  memorialists  feel  a  deep  solicitude  on  this 
subject,  and  are  earnestly  desirous  that  the  National 
Legislature  may  see  that  the  difficulties  to  which 
the  commerce  of  this  country  has  been  exposed 
.hare  arisen  out  of  the  great  changes  which  have 
taken  place  in  the  state  of  the  world  some  years 
past,  and  that  our  sufferings  have  been  in  common 
with  other  nations ;  that  the  evils  complained  ot 
will  naturally  regulate  themselves;  and  that  to 
attempt  to  remove  them  by  changing  the  estab- 
lished system  of  the  country,  and  introducing  new 
laws  making  duties  payable  in  cash,  will  be  equally 
unavailing  and  injurious. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce,  having  thus  taken 
the  liberty  respectfully  to  express  their  sentiments 
on  one  great  national  question,  hope  it  will  not  be 
considered  presumptuous  if  they  introduce  another 
important  subject  to  the  attention  of  your  honor- 
able body.  Memorials  from  this  citv  and  else- 
where will,  it  is  understood,  be  laid  before  Con- 
gress, recommending  that  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent, 
be  laid  on  all  sales  at  auction.  This,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  your  memorialists,  is  equivalent  to  recom- 
mending a  law  prohibiting  all  sales  at  auction. 
The  policy  of  regulating,  and  the  impolicy  of  pro- 
hibiting sales  at  auction,  seem  to  be  equally  clear 

and  certain. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  goods  sold  at  auc- 
tion in  the  United  States  are  on  account  of  for- 
eigners, who  ship  them  direct  to  the  auctioneer,  or 
to  agents  who  place  them  in  his  hands ;  thus  avoid- 
ing the  expense  of  warehouses,  stores  and  other 
parts  of  a  mercantile  establishment,  to  which  mer- 
chants in  a  regular  line  of  business  are  subjected. 
So  many  goods  are  .sold  at  auction  as  to  regulate 
the  prices  of  those  sold  at  private  sale,  the  importer, 
therefore,  who  intends  to  sell  at  private  sale,  must 
sell  about  as  low  as  the  auction  prices,  and  be  sub- 
jected to  the  usual  expenses  of  a  mercantile  estab- 
lishment. To  place  these  classes  of  merchants  on 
an  equality,  a  moderate  duty  on  sales  at  auction 
would  seem  to  be  necessary. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  respectfully  recom- 
mend to  your  honorable  body  to  pass  a  law  laying 
a  duty  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  all  goods  sold 
at  auction  in  original  packages,  and  of  five  per 
cent  on  all  other  goods  sold  at  auction,  with  the 
exception  of  the  property  of  bankrupts  or  insolvents 
assigned  for  the  benefit  of  their  creditors,  the  prop- 
erty of  deceased  person-s,  goods  sold  by  process  of 
law,  and  goods  damaged  at  sea  and  sold  for  the 
benefit  of  the  owners  or  insurers.  And  your,  «tc. 
WM.  BAYARD,  President. 
»K  John  Pintard,  Secretary. 


PROTECTION  TO  MANUFACTURES. 


[Communicaled  to  the  Senile,  January  10,  1820.] 
To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  HouM  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
'■'-    assembled  • 

'    The  memorial  of  citizens  of  Middletown  and  its 
▼icinity,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  respectfully 


represents :  That  your  memorialists,  viewing  the 
success  of  American  manufactures  as  an  object  of 

Sreat  national  importance,  earnestly  hope  that  such 
uty  may  be  imposed  upon  imported  fabrics  (more 
especially  those  of  wool  and  cotton)  as  shall  be 
adequate  to  protect  our  own  from  a  ruinous  com- 
petition. All  wise  nations,  even  those  who  from 
selfish  motives  would  dissuade  us  from  following 
their  example,  have  strenuously  extended  this 
species  of  protection  to  their  manufactures. 

Most  ot  your  memorialists  have  no  personal  in- 
terest in  manufacturing  establishments.      They 
are  influenced  solely  by  a  wish  to  promote  the 
cause  of  their  country  against  foreign  nations — a 
cause  in  which  are  involved  the  prosperity  and 
happiness  of  all   the  different  sections  of   these 
United  States  in  which  the  cotton  planters  of  the 
South,  and  still  more  obviously  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Western  States,  from  their  remote  inland  sit- 
uation, and  the  liability  of  their  single  outlet  to 
the   ocean    to  be  obstructed,   if   not  closed,   by 
hostile  squadrons,  have  as  deep  an  interest  as  the 
artisans  and  farmers  of  the  Northern  and  East- 
ern States.     Our  foreign  markets  are,  and  probablv 
for  a  long  period  will  be,  so  limited  and  depressed, 
that  the  exportation  of  the  surplus  produce  of  our 
soil  cannot  furnish  our  former,  nor   indeed  any 
considerable   resources.      Thus,   while   both   our 
ao'riculture  and  our  commerce  languish,  we  must, 
o?  necessity,  turn    to  domestic  manufactures  for 
relief.     If  American  manufactures  were  duly  pro- 
tected, they  create  for  agriculture  an  extensive  and 
permanent  home  market,  which  would  powerfully 
aid  in  removing  the  present  severe  pressure  on  our 
country ;  that  useful   branch  of  industry,  doubly 
more  valuable  than   our  foreign  commerce — the 
coasting  trade — which  generates  no  collision  with 
other  nations,  would  1^   prodigiously  increased ; 
our  seamen  be  preserved,  and  in  readiness  to  assist 
us  in  the  exigencies  of  defensive  or  inevitable  war. 
A  deadly  blight  ought  not  to  be  thrown  upon  the 
enterprise  of  our  manufacturers,  by  the  fear  of 
lessening  the  revenues  of  the  customs.    Their  dim- 
inution would  not  be  so  formidable  as  is  frequently 
apprehended ;  for  the  higher  rate  of  duties  imposed 
would,  in  a  considerable   degree,  counterbalance 
the  reduction  in  the  quantity  of  our  imports.  Even 
were  the  receipts  of  the  custom-house  diminished 
more  than  we  believe,  the  national  debt  would 
only  require  a  few  years  more  for  its  extinguish- 
ment    This  consicleration  should  not  be  allowed 
to  expose  multitudes  of  our  fellow-citizens  to  ruin- 
ous speculation,  or  inactivity,  or  labor  for  a  bare 
penurious  subsistence — the  sure  consequences  of 
the  prostration  of  American  manufactures  at  this 

period. 

Nations,  like  individuals,  must  become  poor  and 
dependent  when  they  habitually  purchase  to  an 
amount  larger  than  the  product  of  their  labor. 
Such  a  state  of  things,  unfortunately  existing  now 
among  us,  will  soon  be  as  injurious  to  morab  as  to 
property.  If  long  continued,  not  only  moral  but 
jwlitical  virtue  would  be  extinct,  and  patriotism  a 
word  of  derision  or  reproach.  Indolence,  the  pa- 
rent of  vice,  would  combine  with  artificial  wants 
to  enervate ;  the  luxury  and  domineering  influence 
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of  a  few  rich  men,  acting  upon  the  poverty  of  the 
mass  of  our  citizens,  would  corrupt ;  and  the  ne- 
glect of  national  industry  by  the  Government 
would  alienate  the  people  from  our  inestimable  po- 
litical institutions.  It  should  never  be  forgotten 
that,  in  thehourof  danger,  a  safe  reliance  cannoi  be 
placed  on  the  mere  love  of  native  soil.  The  pater- 
nal encouragement  of  all  the  various  classes,  and 
of  all  the  useful  occupations  in  the  community,  is 
requisite  to  secure  the  tie  which  binds  the  people 
to  their  Government.  Everywhere,  and  particu- 
larly in  a  confederation  of  States  like  ours,  mutual 
interest  is  the  most  indissoluble  bond  of  union. 
Should  our  artisans  be  treated  with  cold  neglect, 
while  those  under  monarchies  are  warmly  cher- 
ished, strong  prejudices  might  be  excited  against 
our  Government  and  our  country. 

Agriculture  alone  cannot  furnish  all  the  neces- 
saries and  conveniences  of  life.  A^ain :  indepen- 
dently of  those  engaged  in  the  indispensable  me- 
chanic arts,  a  large  portion  of  our  people  cannot 
be  employed  as  cultivators  of  the  soil.  Women, 
children,  and  also  many  of  our  men,  are  incapable 
of  tilling  the  ground,  although  they  might  be  use- 
fully employed  in  several  departments  of  manu- 
factures. And  if  they  were  capable,  where  should 
we  find  a  market  for  the  immen.«e  surplus  of  our 
agricultural  products?  We  might  have  a  useless 
superfluity  of  provisions,  but  we  should  be  deeply 
in  debt  for  our  clothing  and  other  necessary  arti- 
cles. It  is  evident  that  a  plan  of  general  husban- 
dry would,  in  the  present  situation  of  the  United 
States,  if  put  in  execution,  be  so  profitable  as  to 
produce  a  most  pernicious  relaxation  of  national 
industry;  because  the  supply  of  commodities  is  al- 
ways proportionate  to  the  demand  occasioned  by 
their  consumption,  and  because  the  demand  for  our 
agricultural  commodities  abroad  being  only  to  a 
small  amount,  agriculture  must  look  for  its  princi- 
pal market  at  home;  and,  consequently,  for  an  ex- 
tension of  that  market,  it  must  rely  chiefly  upon 
the  encouragement  of  American  manufactures. 

Adequate  protecting  duties,  at  this  juncture, 
would  soon  create  or  revive  such  a  number  of 
manufacturing  establishments  in  this  country,  that 
ere  long  their  rivalry  would  probably  reduce  the 
price  of  their  fabrics  below  the  present  standard  of 
those  imported.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  we  now 
permit  our  manufactories  to  be  prostrated  by  ne- 
glect, we  shall  be  compelled  to  purchase  from  Eu- 
ropean workshops  at  an  exorbitant  advance,  and 
thus  reimburse,  with  excessive  usury,  the  losses 
they  had  previously  sustained.  In  vain  we  might 
then  threaten  Europe  with  competition ;  she  would 
judge  of  the  future  from  the  past,  and  our  menaces 
would  be  despised.  Indeed,  the  mouldering  ruins 
of  our  deserted  manufactories  would  deter  us  from 
the  attempt  to  execute  our  threats.  We  should 
dread  lest  the  reluctant  patronage  of  our  Grovern- 
ment  might  be  suddenly  withdrawn,  and  we  be 
again  exposed  to  those  machinations  which  for- 
eign merchants  and  manufacturers  are  now  prac- 
tising with  success. 

-  There  are  several  fabrics  which,  pos-sibly,  for  a 
considerable  period,  cannot  be  advantageously 
made  in  the  United  States.    The  importation  and 


sale  of  such  would  employ  a  due  proportion  of 
merchants,  and  would  be  to  an  amount  lully  equal 
to  this  country's  capacity  of  payment.  But  we 
now  pay  vast  sums  to  other  nations  for  varkws 
articles,  which,  with  proper  encouragement,  we 
might  soon  make  nearly,  perhaps  quite,  as  cLeap 
ourselves.  We  are  willing  tributaries  to  Europe 
and  to  Asia.  What  is  the  consequence  ?  Tae 
precious  metals  have  nearly  disappeared,  and  oar 
circulating  medium  of  trade  is  a  precarious  paper 
currency.  For  the  discharge  of  the  enormous 
yearly  accumulating  balances  we  owe  abroad,  we 
have  remitted  large  quantities  of  our  bank  stock, 
and  even  of  the  evidence  of  the  debt  contracted 
by  our  Government  with  its  citizens.  We  are 
thus  placing  not  only  our  property,  but  even  tite 
credit  of  our  country,  in  the  power  of  foreign  na- 
tions. It  is  to  be  feared  that  we  are  rapidly  ap- 
proaching a  crisis  not  less  perilous  than  degrading. 

A  complaint  is  sometimes  heard  that  American 
fabrics  were  sold  at  high  prices  during  the  recent 
war  with  Britain.  To  this  we  answer,  that,  set- 
ting aside  all  the  difficulties  inseparable  from  new 
establishments,  those  prices  were  not  higher  than 
we  paid  for  imported  fabrics  of  the  same  quality  ; 
and  also,  that  the  competition  of  American  fabncs 
prevented  much  of  that  extortion  to  which,  bat 
for  them,  we  must  have  been  subjected.  Besides, 
why  censure  the  manufacturer  for  obtaining  the 
market  price  for  his  commodities,  any  more  than 
the  merchant,  planter,  and  farmer  for  obtaining  it 
for  theirs  ? 

In  case  of  war  with  any  great  Power,  the  ne- 
cessity of  our  possessing  manufactories,  particular- 
ly those  for  arms  and  clothing,  is  so  obvious  as  to 
render  comment  useless.  But  these  establishments 
must  be  previously  protected  and  matured  by  Gov- 
ernment in  times  of  peace,  before  the  emergency 
which  demands  them  actually  arrives. 

Had  not  heavy  duties  been  imposed  to  encourage 
our  fabrics  of  leather,  fur,  wood,  iron,  &c.y  there 
would  have  been  very  few  of  those  numerous  and 
useful  classes  of  artisans  who  are  at  present  en- 
gaged in  manufacturing  these  articles  in  this 
country.  Prodigious  sums  would  hare  been  ex- 
pended abroad  which  now  circulate  at  home,  en- 
riching large  bodies  of  industrious,  valuable  citi- 
zens, who  contribute  essentially  to  the  support  of 
many  others,  as  well  as  to  the  general  wealth  and 
happiness  of  the  community.  Proper  encourage- 
ment would  give  as  powerful  a  stimulus  to  seroral 
other  branches  of  our  manufactures.  We  might 
tlien  have  a  respectable  home  market  and  home 
trade,  which,  as  they  would  not  be  endangered  by 
the  frequent  political  and  commercial  fluctuations 
of  other  countries,  would,  from  their  security, 
their  permanence,  and  their  amalgamation  of  the 
interests  of  different  parts  of  the  United  States, 
be  of  immense  importance  in  a  national  point  of 
view.  This  opinion  is  corroborated  by  our  rapidly 
increasing  population,  which,  in  conjunction  with 
the  progress  of  our  new  settlements,  has  a  tenden- 
cy to  incalculably  augment  the  products  of  our 
soil,  and,  of  course,  to  render  an  extensive  and 
permanent  home  market  indispensable. 

Habitations,  food,  and  clothing,  are  the  primary 
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aataral  waits  of  mankind.  No  nation  can  be 
'durably  powerful  that  does  not  itseif  furnish  them 
•11,  without  recoorse  to  others.  We  cannot  be 
Teally  independent  until  we  make  our  own  neces- 
sary clothing;  and  the  prosectttion  of  this  object 
is  also  closely  connected  with  the  advancement  of 
national  moralitv  and  industry.  In  proof  of  this 
assertion,  we  refer  to  Portugal  and  Spain.  All 
the  South  American  gold  and  silver  mines  of  the 
one,  and  the  Brazilian  diamonds  of  the  other,  have 
weighed  lijjhtly  in  the  scale  against  the  ruin  of 
their  manufactures.  The  effect  produced  on  Por- 
tugal by  the  Methuen  British  Treaty,  that  abro- 
gated the  heavy  duties  once  laid  on  British  fabrics, 
places  this  subject  in  the  clearest  light  of  moral 
demonstration. 

An  evil  of  great  moment — one,  of  whose  extent 
ftw  appear  to  be  aware — resulcs  from  the  unpro- 
tected state  of  American  manufactures,  and  the 
consequent  influx  of  foreign  woollen  and  cotton 
fabrics.  This  evil  is  the  alarming  diminution  of 
our  household  manufactures,  by  which  very  many 
families  formerly  supplied  themselves  with  the 
principal  articles  of  their  clothing.  These  were 
Tcry  durable;  they  were  chiefly  made  by  women 
«Dd  children  at  leisure  hours,  when  their  time  would 
•have  been  otherwise  unproductive.  Such  occu- 
pations wonderfully  promoted  habits  of  industry 
and  frugality.  But,  unfortunately,  imported  wool- 
len and  cotton  fabrics,  flimsy  in  their  texture,  but 
handsomely  finished,  are  sold  ostensibly  so  cheap 
that  great  numbers  have  relinquished  their  highly 
beneficial  system  of  household  manufacturing,  and 
are  now  becoming  embarrassed  by  contracting 
debts  for  what  they  could  have  made  better  and 
cheaper  for  themselves. 

Your  memorialists  would  here  suggest  the  expe- 
diency of  imposing  such  a  per  centage  upon  sales 
at  auction  of  woollen  and  cotton  goods,  and  of  any 
Other  fabrics  that  in  your  judgment  ought  also  to 
be  included,  (with  the  exception  of  property  of 
this  description  belonging  to  bankrupts'  estates,  to 
deceased  persons,  or  which  is  sold  by  execution,) 

•  as  may  in  future  prevent  the  severe  injuries  arising 
to  the  regular,  fair  Amifrican  dealer,  as  well  as  to 
the  American  manufacturer,  from  the  various  arti- 
fices which  are  successfully  practised  through  the 
medium  of  auctions. 

Your  memorialists  conclude  by  respectfully  re- 
peating their  earnest  request  that  the  honorable 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  who  are  the  guar- 
dians of  the  nation's  welfare,  will  subject  imported 
fabrics — more  especially  those  of  cotton  and  wool 
— to  such  duties  as  shall  secure  to  American  man- 
ufactures that  protection  which  the  interests  and 

•  Teal  independence  of  our  country  seem  imperatively 
to  require. 


PROTECTION  TO  MANUFACTURES. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  January  17,  1820.] 

lb  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repretentaiive*  of  the 
United  State*  in  Cungreu  assermhled.- 
The  memorial   of  the   subscribers,  citizens  of 
Penasylvania,  respectfully  ihoweth :  That  the  pol- 


icy hitherto  pursued  in  this  country,  which  has 
exposed  most  of  our  manufacturers,  whose  pro- 
ductions are  excluded  from  nearly  all  the  markets 
in  Europe,  to  an  unavailing  struggle  with  the 
manufacturers  of  all  that  quarter  of  the  world, 
and  likewise  of  Hindostan,  has  been  the  principal 
cause  of  the  present  calamitous  state  of  aflReiirs, 
whereby  industry,  the  source  and  parent  of  the 
power,  prosperity,  and  happiness  of  nations,  has 
been  paralyzed  ;  the  wealth  of  our  country,  which 
ought  to  invigorate  its  agriculture,  manufactures, 
trade,  and  commerce,  been  drained  to  foster  the 
industry  and  support  the  governments  of  foreign 
nations ;  a  considerable  portion  of  our  farmers, 
manufacturers,  merchants,  and  traders,  reduced 
to,  and  others  tottering  on  the  verge  of,  bankrupt- 
cy ;  whereby,  in  a  word,  a  state  of  decrepitude  and 
decay  has  been  produced,  in  the  short  space  of 
three  or  four  years,  of  which  history  affords  few 
examples,  in  the  same  space  of  time,  during  a 
season  of  peace,  and  witnout  any  of  those  ^reat 
natural  calamities  which  interrupt  the  happmess 
of  nations. 

When  your  memorialists  examine  the  policy 
of  Europe,  (that  portion  of  the  globe  from  whence 
sound  lessons  of  political  economy  can  be  derived,) 
they  find  that  the  system  pursued  in  this  country 
is  in  direct  hostility  with  that  of  every  wise  nation 
there.  All  of  them  sedulously  guard  the  interests 
of  their  manufacturers,  as  one  of  the  main  sources 
of  their  wealth.  They  restrain  by  prohibitory 
dutiesj  or  prevent  by  absolute  prohibitions  the  im- 
portation of  such  important  articles  as  their  own 
subjects  can  manufacture.      ;V         • 

We  are  persuaded  that  sound  policy  dictates  to 
all  legislative  bodies,  particularly  those  of  young 
nations,  carefully  to  review  the  systems  pursued 
in  other  countries ;  to  trace  the  welfare  of  the  peo- 
ple on  whom  they  operate;  and  to  shun  those 
which  destroy  the  industry,  enfeeble  the  strength, 
and  impair  the  resources  of  the  respective  nations; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  to  adopt,  as  nearly  as  may 
be,  such  as  have  fostered  their  industry,  and  in- 
creased their  strength  and  resources. 

The  limits  of  a  memorial  prevent  us  from  enter- 
ing into  detail  on  the  tariff  of  different  nations. 
We  cannot,  however,  in  justice  to  the  public  in- 
terest, omit  to  touch  slightly  on  some  of  the  pro- 
minent features  of  the  protecting  system  pursued 
in  other  countries,  whose  statesmen  are  certainly 
not  inferior  to  ours  in  intellectual  attainments, 
and  whose  examples  and  opinions  should  not  be 
lightly  rejected.  We  shall  confine  ourselves  chiefly 
to  four — Great  Britain,  Prance,  Austria,  and  Rus- 
sia. Other  nations,  as  Prussia,  Holland,  Denmark, 
dec,  pursue  a  system  marked  with  similar  charac- 
teristic features. 

Great  Britain  prohibits,  even  from  her  own  de- 
pendencies, calicoes,  manufactures  of  gold,  silver, 
or  metal,  laces,  ribands,  silk  goods,  Ac;  and  her 
protecting  duties  are  so  high  as,  in  most  cases,  to 
be  equivalent  to  prohibition.  The  duty  on  hats  is 
about  seven  dollars  and  a  half  each,  and  on  wool- 
len cloths  seven  dollars  and  a  half  per  yard.  There 
are  above  sixty  articles,  including  manufactures  of 
brass,  copper,  carriages,  thread  stockings,  clocks, 
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Ac,  subjject  to  fifty-nine  per  cent;  china  and  earth- 
enware, shawls,  dec,  pay  seventy-nine;  cotton 
manufactures,  cotton  stockings,  caps,  thread,  and 
linen  sails,  pay  eighty-five;  glass  manufactures, 
generally,  one  nundred  and  fourteen  ;  skins  or  furs, 
tanned,  tawed,  or  curried,  and  articles  made  of 
leather,  or  whereof  leather  is  the  article  of  chief 
value,  one  hundred  and  forty-two  per  cent. 

So  minute  is  her  attention  to  this  grand  point, 
that  linen,  when  chequered  or  striped,  painted  or 
stained,  is  subject  to  one  hundred  and  forty-two 
per  cent  duty,  but  only  to  sixty-three  when  not 
chequered  or  striped.  The  object  is  to  secure  to 
her  own  subjects  the  profits  of  the  staining,  print- 
ing, d[«. 

Great  Britain  expended  many  hundred  millions 
of  pounds  sterling  to  replace  the  Bourbon  family 
00  the  thrones  of  France  and  Spain,  and  of  course 
had  high  claims  on  the  gratitude  of  both  monarchs. 
Yet  the  paramount  duty  of  justice  to  his  subjects 
gained  the  ascendency  over  gratitude  to  his  friends, 
m  the  councUs  of  Louis  XVIII.  One  of  the  ear- 
liest measures  of  his  administration  was  the  pro- 
mulgation of  a  tariff,  whereby  above  two  hundred 
different  articles,  including  ail  the  most  important 
of  the  British  manufactures,  and,  among  the  rest, 
muslins,  cambrics,  woollen  cloths,  all  articles  made 
of  leather,  steel,  iron,  brass,  tin,  wood,  bronze,  dec., 
were  totally  prohibited. 

Let  us  add  that  Ferdinand  VII.,  as  soon  as  he 
ascended  the  throne  of  Spain,  issued  a  proclaioa- 
tion,  not  only  forbidding  the  importation  of  cot- 
toa  goods  altogether,  but  ordermg  those  actually 
in  toe  country  to  be  reshipped  within  twelve 
months. 

For  the  policy  of  Austria  on  this  important  sub- 
ject, we  respectfully  refer  you  to  a  recent  British 
publication — Rordanes  on  European  Commerce. 
It  is  therein  stated  that  "  the  importation  of  all 
silk,  cotton,  and  woollen  manufactures,  is  forbid- 
den in  the  whole  extent  of  the  Austrian  dominions, 
as  it  has  been  hitherto  in  the  ancient  Austrian 
States  only."  There  are  various  other  prohibi- 
tions, unnecessary  to  be  detailed. 

The  prohibitory  system  of  Russia,  a  country, 
like  our  own,  with  a  vast  territory  and  a  very  dis- 
proportionate population,  is  carried  to  an  extent 
far  beyond  that  of  any  other  in  the  world,  except 
China.  It  embraces  all  the  great  leading  articles 
of  manufacture,  as  cotton,  Linen,  leather,  wool, 
wood,  copper,  iron,  paper,  silk,  silver  plate,  glass, 
and  a  vast  variety  of  articles  of  minor  unportance. 
Every  reason  that  exists  for  prohibitions  in  those 
nations,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  native 
manufacturer,  and  preserving  the  resources  of  the 
country,  exists  here.  And  we  cannot  but  lament 
that  the  arbitrary  Governments  of  Europe  have 
displayed  more  attention  to  the  interests  of  their 
subjects  interested  in  manufactures  than  the  same 
description  of  persons  have  experienced  from  their 
fellow-citizens  in  Congress.  The  former  are  pro- 
tected, by  the  strong  arm  of  law,  against  the  com- 
petition of  every  nation  whatever ;  while  the  lat- 
ter are  exposed  to  the  competition  of  the  whole 
world,  and  consequently  to  ruin.  It  therefore  irre- 
siitibly  follows,  that  so  far  as  regards  the  acqmst- 


tion  of  property,  and  the  protection  of  pro^ly 
acquired,  a  large  portion  ot  this  class  of  citizeof 
are  debarred  from  one  of  the  most  subutaDtiai  adr 
vantages  of  Grovernment.  This  is  a  staia  on  oar 
annals  which  cannot  be  regarded  without  de^ 
regret — a  stain  which,  we  respectfully  hope,  for 
the  honor  of  our  common  country,  you  will  speed- 
ily obliterate. 

Numerous  objections  have  been  raised  against 
the  protection  of  manufactures  in  this  country, 
which  we  shall  freely  but  respectfully  examine. 

Among  the  most  prominent  is  the  extortion  said 
to  have  l^n  practised  by  the  manufacturers  dur- 
ing the  late  war,  which  has  been  by  many  regard- 
ed as  a  complete  justification  of  the  refusal  of  as 
increase  of  duties. 

We  believe  this  accusation  can  be  fairly  dis- 
proved, to  the  satisfaction  of  every  ingenuous  mind ; 
and  we  respectfully  invite  your  attention  to  iJm 
subject.  We  shall  state  the  case  of  superfine 
broadcloth,  on  which  the  chief  reliance  has  been 
placed.  The  reasoning  that  applies  to  this  article 
will  apply  equally  to  others.  Foreign  cloths  were 
sold,  in  1811,  before  the  war,  at  eight,  nine,  and 
ten  dollars  per  yard.  Merino  washed  wool  was 
then  about  seventy-five  cents  per  pound.  One 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds  of  imported 
merino  wool  were  sold,  in  the  course  of  that  year, 
by  Messrs.  Warder  and  Son,  of  Philadelphia,  to 
Messrs.  Dupont,  of  Wilmington,  and  others,  for 
from  sev«aty  to  eighty  cents.  Oa  the  general  es- 
tablishment of  the  woollen  manufactories,  at  tke 
close  of  1813,  merino  wool  was  sold  at  two  dolkurs 
and  a  half  to  three  dollars  per  pound,  as  appears 
by  the  Philadelphia  price  current  ;  which  also 
shows  that  on  the  28ih  of  Iklaxch,  1814,  the  price 
was  from  three  to  four  d<^an,  at  which  it  con- 
tinued stationary  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
The  highest  price  of  American  superfine  broad- 
cloth, at  that  period,  averaged  from  twelve  to  four- 
teen dollars.  Foreign  cloth  was  generally  sold  al 
a  higher  rate  ;  and,  but  for  the  supplies  from  the 
American  manufactories,  would  probably  hare 
been  sold  for  twenty  dollars.  Thus,  while  the 
farmer,  who  advanced  the  raw  material  from  four 
to  five  hundred  per  cent.,  and  the  importer,  who 
raised  his  prices  from  fifty  to  two  hundred  per  cent. 
on  the  various  articles  he  had  for  sale,  accuse  the 
manufacturer  of  extortion,  the  latter  did  not  ad- 
vance his  fabrics  more  than  fifty  per  cent,  on  the 
prices  current  before  the  war,  notwithstanding  the 
extravagant  rise  in  the  price  of  the  raw  matertaJi 
and  likewise  in  wages,  owing  to  the  extraordinary 
demand  for  workmen,  and  notwithstanding  the 
enormous  expense  of  the  manufacturing  establish- 
ments, and  the  advance  in  the  price  of  ahnosl  e?e»y 
article  of  food  and  dress. 

We  hope  and  believe  that  this  accusation,  thoogk 
so  often  reiterated,  will  have  no  influence  on  yoUf 
honorable  Houses. 

We  beg  leave,  very  respectfiilly,  to  take  another 
glance  at  this  subject.  The  cotton  planters  have 
for  many  years  raised  cotton  at  an  expense  of  abod 
eight  or  ten  cents  per  pound,  and  sold  il  from 
twenty  to  thirty-five.  The  farmer  has  ycewiae 
raised  wheat  at  an  expense  of  one  dollar  per  bodbel. 
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and  frequently  sold  it  from  two  to  three  dollars. 
While  they  made  such  exorbitant  profits  and  inde- 
pradent  fortunes,  unenvied  and  uncensured  by  their 
manufacturing  fellow-citizens,  it  cannot  be  very 
correct  for  them  to  reproach  the  latter  (a  large 
proportion  of  whom  have  been  ruined)  with  extor- 
tion, for  selling  at  thirteen  or  fourteen  dollars  an 
article  which  actually  cost  them  ten  or  eleren. 
Let  it  be  observed,  that  every  yard  of  superfine  cloth 
requires  four  pounds  of  merino  wool  unwashed, 
or  two  washed.  When  the  heavy  expense  of  the 
manufacture,  and  the  interest  on  the  capital  in- 
rested,  are  taken  into  consideration,  it  will  appear 
that  the  profits  were  very  far  from  unreasonable. 
This  accusation,  therefore,  cannot  fail  to  recall  to 
recoUectioD  the  parable  of  the  beam  and  the  mote. 

But  even  admitting  that  the  manufacturers  had 
really  been  guilty,  during  the  war,  of  tenfold  the 
extortion  they  are  unjustly  charged  with,  it  by  no 
means  follows  that  the  prosperity  of  our  country 
^ould  be  sacrificed  by  the  suppression  of  its  in- 
dustry, and  the  protection  of  that  of  foreign  na- 
tions; or  that,  therefore,  manufactures  should  not 
be  protected  by  adequate  duties,  lest  similar  extor- 
tions should  now  be  practised  ;  for,  to  avail  our- 
selves of  the  cogent  and  irresistible  arguments  of 
Alexander  Hamilton,  the  competition  between  our 
citizens  engaged  in  those  branches  would  secure 
the  articles  to  the  consumer  at  a  fair  prire. 

"  Though  it  were  true  that  the  immediate  and 
certain  effect  of  regulations  controlling  the  compe- 
tition of  foreign  with  domestic  fabrics  was  an  in- 
crease of  price,  it  is  universally  true  that  the  con- 
trary is  the  ultimate  effect  with  every  successful 
maiiufacture.  When  a  domestic  manufacture  has 
attained  to  perfection,  and  has  engaged  in  the  pros- 
ecution of  it  a  competent  number  of  persons,  it  in- 
variably becomes  cheaper.  Being  free  from  the 
heavy  charges  which  attend  the  importation  of 
foreign  commodities,  it  can  be  afforded  cheaper, 
and  accordingly  seldom  or  never  fails  to  be  sold 
cheaper,  in  process  of  time,  than  was  the  foreign 
article  for  which  it  is  a  substitute.  The  internal 
competition  which  takes  place  soon  does  away 
every  thing  like  monopoly,  and  by  degrees  reduces 
the  price  of  the  article  to  the  minimum  of  a  rea- 
sonable profit  on  the  capital  employed.  This  ac- 
cords with  the  reason  of  the  thing,  and  with  ex- 
perience." 

Another  objection  is,  that  the  labor  is  too  high  in 
the  United  States  to  afford  any  chance  of  compet- 
ing with  foreign  manufactures.  To  this  we  reply, 
there  are  various  manufactures  so  well  established 
as  to  overcome  foreign  competition  altogether ;  and 
it  therefore  follows  that  this  objection  falls  to  the 
ground.  We  might  instance  a  great  number,  but 
we  confine  ourselves  to  the  manufacture  of  shoes 
and  boots,  of  which  each  individual  in  the  United 
States  probably  averages  a  pair  and  half  per  an- 
num, amounting  to  about  thirteen  millions,  which, 
at  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  cents  per  pair, 
amount  to  $16,000,000  per  annum.  Of  these  arti- 
cles, the  importation  in  1816,  as  may  be  seen  by 
reference  to  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  was  only  forty-two  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-four  pairs,  and  in  1817  only  fifty 


thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-two.  This  de- 
cides, we  trust,  the  question  of  high  wages  for- 
ever ;  for,  if  the  objection  were  valid,  it  would 
apply  to  the  manufacture  of  shoes  and  boots  with 
as  much  force  as  to  any  other ;  and  it  is  worthy 
of  observation,  that  the  duty  on  men's  shoes  is 
only  twenty-five,  and  on  children's  fifteen  cents 
per  pair. 

To  this  we  beg  leave  to  add  another  reply,  of 
at  least  equal  cogency.  There  are  few  manufac- 
tures, either  wholly  or  chiefly  depending  on  man- 
ual labor,  which  nave  not  succeeded  in  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  whereas  our  defeat  is  principally  in 
cottons  and  woollens,  produced  almost  wholly  by 
machinery,  aided  by  the  labor  of  an  over  proportion 
of  old  women  and  children.  Hence  the  advant- 
ages of  our  boundless  water  power,  our  extraor- 
dinary mechanical  skill,  and  the  superabundance 
(in  the  cas4;  of  cotton,  particularly)  of  the  raw 
material,  are  injudiciously  sacrificed. 

The  next  objection  we  shall  notice  is  the  alleged 
demoralizing  effects  of  manufacturing  establish- 
ments. To  refute  this,  we  invite  your  attention 
to,  and  comparison  between,  two  neighborhoods, 
in  one  of  which  manufactures  are  established,  and 
another  remote  from  such  establishments.  In  the 
former,  there  are,  as  already  observed,  numbers  of 
aged  men  and  of  women  and  children,  usefully 
employed  for  themselves,  and  adding  to  the  mass 
of  the  resources  and  happiness  of  their  country ; 
while,  in  the  latter,  a  large  proportion  of  persons 
of  this  description  are  doomed  to  idleness,  and  its 
inseparable  attendants,  vice  and  guilt.  Children 
in  manufacturing  establishments  are  inured  to 
habits  of  industry,  order,  and  regularity,  which 
generally  adhere  to  them  though  life. 

But  we  are  not  left  to  the  guidance  of  mere  hypo- 
thesis alone,  which,  however  plausible,  is  often 
very  fallacious.  We  have  the  stong  basis  of  fact 
to  rest  on.  There  is  no  country  in  Christendom 
where  manufactures  have  been  carried  to  a  greater 
extent  than  in  England  proper ;  therefore,  in  no 
other  country  could  the  exp>eriment  be  more  ac- 
curately made;  and  there  the  question  has  been 
fairly  decided.  Colquhoun,  a  most  indefatigable 
and  accurate  statistical  writer,  after  a  full  survey  of 
tfee  pauperism  and  crimes  of  that  country,  informs 
us  that  the  agricultural  very  far  exceed  the  manu- 
facturing counties  in  both  those  stains  upon  human 
nature.  From  this  authority  there  can  hardly  be 
any  appeal. 

It  is  asserted  that  it  would  be  a  pernicious  pol- 
icy to  entice  away  capital  and  labor  from  agricul- 
ture to  workshops.  This  apprehension  is  wholly 
groundless.  Farmers  or  planters  rarely  transform 
themselves  into  manufacturers.  There  is  in  this 
country  a  vast  amount  of  capital,  for  which  the 
owners  cannot,  in  the  present  deranged  state  of 
our  affairs,  find  any  employment.  But  were  there 
any  assurance  of  adequate  protection  to  manufac- 
tures, it  would  be  immediately  directed  towards 
those  objects.  There  are  likewise  great  numbers  of 
persons,  skilled  in  the  cotton  and  woollen  branches. 
who  are  destitute  of  employment,  and  who  could 
abundantly  supply  the  demands  of  the  United 
States,  were  they  duly  encouraged.     We  have  al- 


ready stated  that  the  greater  proportion  of  the  labor 
is  performed  by  old  men,  women,  and  children  ;  let 
us  add,  that  were  those  branches  in  such  a  flour- 
ishing state  as  to  hold  out  inducements  to  emi- 
grants, we  should  have  constant  accessions  to  our 
population  of  persons  skilled  in  them,  many  of 
whom  would  bring  with  them  large  capitab,  equal 
to  our  utmost  wants,  without  drawing  away  any 
portion  of  the  capital  or  labor  engaged  in  hus- 
bandry. 

The  danger  of  encouraging  smuggling  is  re- 
garded, by  many  of  our  citizens,  as  an  insurmount- 
able objection  to  protecting  or  prohibitory  duties. 
J  This  will  be  found  to  disappear,  like  the  rest, 
when  fairly  submitted  to  examination.  For,  sup- 
pose it  were  necessary  to  raise  the  duties  on  wool- 
fens  and  high-priced  cottons  to  thirty-five,  forty, 
forty-five,  or  even  fifty  per  cent. ;  we  appeal  to  the 
candor  of  your  honorable  Houses,  whether  the  ob- 
jection to  any  of  these  duties  on  cambrics,  muslins, 
and  broadcloths,  on  the  ground  of  the  danger  of 
smuggling,  can  be  admitted  for  a  moment,  when 
it  is  considered  that  gin  is  subject  to  a  duly  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty-four  per  cent. ;  rum,  to  eighty- 
six  ;  brandy,  to  ninety-six;  cheese,  to  seventy; 
souchong  tea,  to  from  seventy  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty ;  manufactured  tobacco,  to  fifty ;  and  wines, 
to  fifty  and  sixty.  We  shall  only  add,  that  it  is 
indubitably  as  easy  to  smuggle  a  pipe  of  wine,  a 
chest  of  tea,  a  cask  of  rum  or  tobacco,  as  a  trunk 
of  muslins  or  cambrics,  or  a  bale  of  broadcloth. 

Another  objection  is  against  the  injustice  of  tax- 
ing the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few.  This  as- 
sumes the  groundless  position,  that  permanent  pro- 
tection of  manufactures  would  necessarily  produce 
permanent  high  prices;  which  is  refuted  by  the 
luminous  maxim  quoted  above  from  Alexander 
Hamilton.  But  even  admitting  this  maxim  to  be 
incorrect,  the  objection  may  be  answered  fully  in 
another  mode.  If  one  part  of  the  community  is 
not  to  be  taxed  for  the  benefit  of  another,  why,  we 
respectfully  ask,  is  gin  dutied  at  124  per  cent,  for 
the  protection  of  the  peach  brandy  and  whiskey  of 
the  farmer,  and  cheese  at  70  per  cent.  ?  Why  is 
the  coasting  trade  secured  to  our  merchants,  by 
which  foreign  competition  is  wholly  excluded? 
And  why,  we  ask,  are  "  the  many  taxed  for  the 
benefit  of  the  few,"  by  the  enormous  expenses  of  a 
navy,  foreign  embassies,  dtc,  for  the  protection  of 
commerce  / 

The  protection  of  manufactures  is  strongly  ob- 
jected to  on  account  of  its  interference  with  com- 
merce. But  omitting  all  considerations  arising 
from  the  general  distress  produced  by  the  existing 
system,  we  ask,  have  we  at  present,  or  are  we  likely 
to  have,  any  commerce,  to  which  it  is  right  or 
proper  to  oner  up  as  a  sacrifice  the  welfare  and 
happiness  of  the  useful  and  productive  body  of 
men  engaged  in  manufactures  ?  Such  is  the  pros- 
trate state  of  our  commerce,  which  unfortunately, 
depends  in  a  great  measure  for  its  success  on  Eu- 
ropean wars  and  famines,  that  there  are  few  ar- 
ticles that  can  be  imported,  and  as  few  that  can  be 
exported,  without  loss. 

But  even  admitting  for  a  moment  that  our  com- 
merce was  not  so  highly  disadvantageous  as  it  is. 


and  that  the  encouragement  of  manufactures  wottl4 
somewhat  interfere  with  it,  we  cannot  thence  infet 
that  it  would  not  be  amply  indemnified.     In  fact, 
far  from  suffering,  it  would  gain  by  the  arrange- 
ment ;  for  the  diminution  of  the  number  of  mer- 
chants, by  a  portion  of  them  withdrawing  to  man- 
ufactures, would  render  the  profession  profitable 
to  those  who  remained.     It  is  obvious,  even  to  a 
superficial  observer,  that  the  mercantile  profession 
in  this  country  has  almost  always  been  greatlf 
overdone;    and   that  an   inevitable  consequence 
of  the  superfluous  number  of  merchants  has  bees 
to  raise  the  markets  of  our  produce  at  home,  and 
depress  them  abroad,  not  only  to  the  injury  and 
frequent  ruin  of  the  merchants,  but  to  the  injury 
of  the  nation.    Hence  it  is  more  than  proMiUe 
that  our  commerce,  in  which  for  twenty  years 
more  than  half  of  those  who  pursued  it  have  been 
ruined,  would  have  insured  independence  and  hap- 
piness to  two-thirds  of  the  number,  had  the  residue 
transferred  their  talents,  their  industry,  and  t^eir 
capital  to  manufactures. 

Another  consideration  deserves  attention.  The 
encouragement  of  manufactures  would  open  new 
channels  of  commerce,  by  the  importation  of  raw 
materials  from  abroad,  and  by  the  increase  of  the 
coasting  trade,  in  transporting  the  manufactures 
of  the  Middle  and  Eastern  States  to  the  Southern, 
and  the  cotton  and  other  raw  materials  of  the  lat- 
ter to  the  workshops  of  their  fellow-citizens.  Even 
of  late  years,  the  tonnage  employed  in  the  trans- 
portation of  raw  materials  to  the  port  of  Philadel- 
phia, has  exceeded  that  employed  in  the  transpor- 
tation of  piece  goods. 

To  foster  and  cherish  national  industry,  the 
paramount  duty  and  the  characteristic  feature  of 
good  government,  most  of  the  nations  of  Europe 
either  wholly  pronibit,  or  impose  high  duties  on, 
the  exportation  of  raw  materials.  We  are  proba- 
bly the  only  civilized  people,  who,  possessing  to 
immense  extent  one  of  the  most  valuable  raw 
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materials  in  the  world,  not  only  send  it  abroad  to 
distant  nations  wholly  free  of  duty,  but  receive  it 
back  in  a  manufactured  state,  at  an  advance  of 
from  one  hundred  to  two  thousand  per  cent  It 
would  not  be  more  unreasonable  to  export  our 
wheat  to  have  it  ground,  and  purchase  it  again  in 
the  form  of  flour,  than  to  sell  raw  cotton  and  re- 
ceive it  back  manufactured ;  as  the  advance  on 
the  flour  would  hardly  ever  amount  to  a  third  part 
of  the  advance  on  cambrics  and  muslins. 

We  respectfully  state  to  your  honorable  Houses, 
that  such  is  the  wonderful  increase  in  the  value  of 
cambrics  and  muslins,  beyond  the  price  of  the  raw 
material,  that  the  labor  of  100,000  cotton  manu- 
facturers, aided  by  machinery,  would  pay  for  the 
amount  of  the  greatest  export  of  the  productions 
of  the  United  States,  in  any  one  year  since  the 
declaration  of  independence.  This  fact,  which, 
if  you  require  it,  shall  be  proved  at  the  bars  of 
your  Houses  by  the  most  unexceptionable  testi- 
mony, is  the  more  extraordinary  and  lamentable, 
as  the  high  rate  of  wages  here  has  been,  as  we 
have  said,  among  the  objections  raised  to  manu- 
factures ;  whereas  it  appears  that  we  exchange  the 
produce  of  the  labor  of  ten,  twenty,  or  thirty  of  our 
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citizens,  for  that  of  one  foreign  manufacturer. 
Another  objection  arises  from  the  supposed  dan- 
ger of  impairing  the  reyenue.  We  respectfully 
represent  to  you,  that,  in  the  scale  of  reason  and 
justice,  this  objection  does  not  appear  entitled  to 
as  much  importance  as  is  attached  to  it.  The 
expenses  of  tne  GrOTernment  muit  be  borne ;  the 
interest  of  the  debt  must  be  paid,  and  the  debt  it- 
self gradually  extinguished.  But  these  objects  can 
be  eiectually  accomplished  without  any  sacrifice 
of  the  national  industry;  for  if  low  priced  cottons 
and  woollens,  such  as  we  can  ourselves  abun- 
dantly supply,  were  wholly  prohibited,  and  the 
duties  increased  on  those  of  greater  value,  the 
rerenue  would  probably  be  indemnified,  by  the 
«un  in  the  one  case  for  the  loss  in  the  other. 
The  same  observation  applies  to  most  other  arti- 
cles which  require  protection. 

But  we  beg  leave  further  to  represent  to  your 
honorable  Houses,  that  the  policy  pursued,  so 
highly  injurious  to  the  national  resources  and  in- 
dustry, has  not  been  advantageous  to,  but  may  ul- 
timately iniure  the  revenue ;  for  the  general  dis- 
tress, and  the  decay  of  trade  and  commerce,  result- 
ing from  the  drain  of  specie,  to  pay  for  the  ex- 
travagant and  ruinous  importations  of  foreign 
goods,  have  produced  such  a  disability  of  purchase 
at  present,  that  the  importations  of"^  the  ensuing 
twelve  or  eiehteen  months,  and  consequently  the 
daties,  will  fall  rery  far  short  of  those  of  former 
years;  and  thus  the  future  deficit  will  probably 
TOOK  than  countervail  the  past  excess. 

But  should  the  system  of  protection  impair  the 
revenue,  it  would  be  only  in  a  slight  degree,  and 
merely  affect  the  question  of  the  period  of  the 
ultimate  redemption  of  the  public  debt,  which 
may  in  consequence  be  somewhat  protracted. 
When  the  alternative  is  between  this  effect  on  the 
<me  hand,  and  a  continuance  of  the  existing  slate 
of  things  on  the  other,  we  trust  there  can,  in  an 
enlightened  body,  be  no  difficulty  in  the  decision. 
It  would  be  unsound  policy  in  a  merchant  to  anti- 
cipate the  payment  of  his  debts  so  rapidly  as  to 
deprive  himself  of  the  means  of  carrying  on  his 
commerce;  and  it  is  equally  unsound  for  a  nation 
unnecessarily  to  press  forward  the  payment  of  its 
debts  with  such  rapidity  as  to  exhaust  its  re- 
sources. 

Among  the  reasons  that  alienated  the  affections 
of  America,  in  its  colonial  state,  from  the  parent 
country,  a  very  powerful  one  was  the  restraints 
imposed  on  its  manufacturing  industry.  These 
were  the  subjects  of  loud  and  unceasing  complaints. 
And  we  respectfully  ask  you,  whether  the  conse- 
quences to  the  nation  and  to  individuals  are  not 
as  fatal,  when  our  industry  is  torn  up  by  the  roots 
through  the  means  of  a  tariff  fatally  inadequate  to 
protect  it,  as  by  an  arbitrary  edict  ?  Does  it  ad- 
minister any  comfort  to  the  hundreds  of  useful 
citizens  who  invested  large  capitals  in  those  valu- 
able manufacturing  establishments  spread  through- 
out the  country,  whose  ruins  bear  the  strongest 
testimonv  against  the  policy  we  pursue ;  or  to  the 
tens  of  thousands  of  workmen  reduced  to  mendi- 
city, many  of  them  with  large  families,  that  their 
sttffwings  have  not  proceeded  from  the  mandates  of 


a  privy  council,  but  from  the  erroneous  policy  of 
their  fellow-citizens? 

The  policy  of  this  country  has  been  in  a  great 
degree  predicated  on  the  specious  idea  of  Adam 
Smith,  "  to  buv  goods  where  they  can  be  had  the 
cheapest."     It  has  had  a  fair  trial,  and  its  perni- 
cious tendency  has  been  clearly  demonsUated.  We 
buy  cotton,  wool,  and  rau.slins  in  Hindostan  ;  cam- 
brics, muslins,  and  broadcloths,  in  France  and  Eng- 
land, because  we  can  purchase  them  chea|)er  there 
than  at  home  ;  and  there  is  good  reason  to  believe 
that  we  shall  have  large  importations  of  "  cheap" 
wheat  from  Odessa.     This  system  has  caused  a 
large  portion  of  the  existing  distress.   But  of  what 
avail  IS  it  that  every  species  of  goods  and  merchan- 
dise, and  even  most  of  the  neces.sarics  of  life,  are 
"  cheap,"  when  the  means  of  purchase  are  far  more 
reduced  with  almost  every  class,  and  with  some 
have  nearly  disappeared  ?     The  owner  of  houses, 
who  was  in  the  receipt  of  two  or  three  thousand 
dollars  per  annum,  and  whose  rents  have  fallen 
one-third  or  one-half;  the  storekeeper,  who  made 
a  comfortable  support  for  his  family,  and  whose 
business  is  almost  wholly  suspended;  the  great 
body  of  our  Western  farmers,  whose  breadstufe 
are  excluded  from  those  European  markets  whence 
their  .supplies  of  "cheap  goods"  have  been  drawn, 
and  whose  industry  has  thus  received  a  vital  stroke; 
the  workman  who  earned  six,  eight,  or  ten  dollars' 
per  week,  and  who  is  now  destitute  of  employ- 
ment ;  and  every  other  class  of  the  community  now 
enduring  more  or  less  distress,  derive  little  conso- 
lation in  their  difficulties  and  embarra-ssments  from 
the  considerati<Mi  that  they  have  bought,  and  can 
buy,  foreign  articles  cheaper  than  domestic.     We 
are  persuaded,  had  the  latter  been  twice  as  dear 
as  the  former,  (the  difference  of  price,  however, 
has  geiierally  been  insignificant,)  that  recent  events 
prove  it  would   have  been  sound  policy  to  give 
the  preference  to  the  productions  of  our  fellow- 
citizens. 

We  beg  leave  to  correct  an  error  of  considerable 
importance.     We  said  that  "every  class  of  the 
community  was  suffering  more  or  less  distress." 
There  is  one  striking  exception.    Great  capitalists 
find  a  golden   harvest  in  these  times.     They  can 
add  farm  to  farm,  house  to  house,  ship  to  ship,  and 
stocks  to  stocks,  at  their  plea.sure,  to  the  ruin  of  the 
productive  cla.s.ses,  who  have  been  always  regarded 
as  the  most  valuable  portion  of  society,  and  whom 
it  has  been  the  policy  of  all  wise  Governments  to 
foster  and  cherish.     The  pre.'^eni  state  of  affairs  is 
wondert'uUy  calculated  to  enrich  the  wealthy  ex- 
travagantly  ;  to  impoverish  and  reduce  to  distress 
those  who  have  heretofore  furnished  employment 
and  the  means  of  procuring  a  comfortable  subsist- 
ence to  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  useful 
citizens,  which  they  are  now  unable  to  afford ; 
and  not  only  to  deprive  the  latter  of  the  means  of 
supporting  themselves  and   families,  but  p«;rhap$ 
to  drive  many  of  them  to  desperate  courses,  as  so 
frequently  occurs  in  all  countries  in  times  of  dis- 
tress and  difficulty.    A  capitalist  with  half  a  mil- 
lion  of  dollars  could  now  purchase  property  which 
one  year  since  would  have  sold  for  one  miiiion 
and  a  half,  and  which  in  one  or  two  years  heace, 
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when  the  present  calamitous  state  of  affairs,  sub- 
sides, may  realize  the  same  sum.  This  is  the  poi- 
sonous fruit  of  the  upas  tree,  of  "  buying  cheap 
goods  abroad." 

We  hope  it  will  appear,  on  such  an  enlarged 
and  liberal  view  of  the  subject  as  ought  to  be  be- 
stowed on  it  by  a  legislative  body,  fairly  chosen, 
in  a  free  country,  that  the  advantages  held  out  to 
farmers  and  planters  from  purchasing  foreign 
goods  cheap,  however  specious  and  plausible  they 
may  have  appeared,  are  wholly  illusory.  The 
great  mass  of  those  descriptions  of  citizens  pur- 
chase so  few  foreign  manufactured  eoods,  which 
alone  are  to  be  talcen  into  view  in  deciding  this 
question,  that  the  utmost  saving  that  can  be  made 
on  them  is  insignificant  compared  with  the  solid 
advantages  of  securing  a  permanent  home  market 
for  their  productions.  The  average  consumption 
of  foreign  manufactures  by  the  citizens  of"  the 
United  States  is  not  four  dollars  per  head.  Let  us 
suppose  every  species  of  foreign  goods  to  be  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  cheaper  than  domestic:  in  this  case, 
the  saving,  by  preferring  the  former,  would  be  only 
one  dollar  per  head  throughout  the  Union.  Let 
us  respectfully  call  your  attention,  on  the  other 
hand,  to  the  severe  loss  incurred  by  the  sacrifice  of 
domestic  industry.  This  will  enable  you  to  form 
a  correct  decision  on  this  important  subject.  The 
reduction  in  the  price  of  cotton  from  thirty  to 
eighteen  cents  per  pound,  is  thirty-six  dollars  on  a 
single  bale ;  and  the  reduction  in  the  value  of  the 
wheat  produced  by  a  single  acre  of  land,  suppose 
twenty  bushels,  by  a  fall  from  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  to  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  bushel, 
is  twenty-five  dollars.  And  it  will  not  admit  of  a 
doubt,  that  had  the  protection  of  our  cotton  estab- 
lismeats  provided  a  home  market  for  that  impor- 
tant staple,  the  price,  from  the  steady  and  increasing 
demand,  would  probably  have  remained  station- 
ary; at  all  events,  it  would  never  have  experi- 
enced so  rapid  and  so  ruinous  a  reduction.  More- 
over, so  far  as  regards  the  farmer,  it  is  highly 
probable  that  a  due  protection  of  manufactures 
would,  in  a  few  years,  as  already  observed,  attract 
to  this  country  so  many  foreign  artists  and  manu- 
facturers as  would  consume  nearly  as  much  of  the 
necessaries  of  life  as  are  now  exported  abroad. 

Dearly,  therefore,  have  they  paid  the  forfeit  for 
adopting  the  maxim  of  "  purchasing  where  goods 
could  be  had  the  cheapest ;"  a  maxim  rejected  in 
practice,  as  we  have  stated,  by  every  wise  nation 
m  Europe,  and  acted  upon  only  by  Spain,  Portu- 
gal, and  the  United  States. 

On  a  review  of  the  proceedings  of  the  fourteenth 
Congress,  your  memorial i.sts  find  that  the  present 
calamitous  state  of  affairs  was  clearly  exhibited  to 
their  view  as  early  as  February,  1816.  What  was 
then  prophecy,  ha.s,  alas!  fatally  become  history. 

The  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures, in  a  most  excellent  and  eloquent  report  of 
the  above  date,  ask : 

"Do  not  the  suggestions  of  wbdom  plainly  show 
that  the  security,  the  peace,  and  the  happiness  of 
the  nation  depend  on  opening  and  enlarging  all 
our  resources,  and  drawing  from  them  whatever 


shall  be  required  for  public  use  or  private  accom^ 
modation  ? 

"  The  committee  consider  the  situation  of  the 
manufacturing  establishments  to  be  perilous.-^ 
Some  have  decreased,  and  others  have  suspended 
business.  A  liberal  encouragement  will  put  them 
again  into  operation,  with  increased  powers.  But 
should  it  be  withheld,  they  will  be  prostrated. 
Thousands  will  be  reduced  to  want  and  wretch- 
edness. A  capital  of  nearly  sixty  millions  of  dol- 
lars will  become  inactive,  a  greater  part  of  which 
will  become  a  dead  loss  to  the  manufacturers. 
Our  improvidence  may  lead  to  fatal  consequences. 
The  Powers  jealous  of  our  growth  and  prosperity 
will  acquire  the  resources  and  strength  which  this 
Government  neglects  to  improve.  It  requires  no 
prophet  to  foretel  what  use  fweign  Powers  will 
make  of  them." 

It  cannot  be  sufficiently  lamented  that  these 
sage  admonitions  were  unavailing.  The  tariff,  on 
the  most  important  manufactured  articles,  was 
fixed  so  low,  that  it  required  but  little  sagacity  to 
foresee  the  ruin  of  the  manufacturers,  and  the  con- 
sequent impoverishment  of  the  country. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  slate,  that  they 
further  find  that  the  manufacturers,  while  num- 
bers of  them  were  sinking  victims  of,  and  all  of  j 
them  suffering  by,  the  overwhelming  competition 
of  foreign  rivals,  explicitly  stated  their  sufferings 
and  dangers  to  their  fellow-citizens  in  Congress, 
each  succeeding  session,  respectfully  and  earnestly 
soliciting  that  protection  which  they  alone  had  tM 
power,  and  which  it  was  their  imperious  duty  to 
bestow.  It  is  painful  to  your  memorialists  to 
state,  (but  candor  requires  they  should  state,)  that 
those  applications  were  disregarded ;  that  the  ap- 
plicants were  left  to  fall  victims  in  an  imequal 
struggle ;  in  which  long  established  manufactures, 
immense  capital,  great  credit,  and  Governmental 
protection  were  arrayed  on  one  side,  and  on  the 
other  infant  establishments,  exhausted  capital,  slen- 
der credit,  and  a  tariff  utterly  inadequate  for  pro- 
tection. The  memorials  from  Rhode  Island,  Pitts- 
burg, Baltimore,  and  Oneida  county,  are  master- 
pieces of  eloquence,  admirably  calculated  to  excite 
the  sympathy  and  to  command  the  aid  of  the 
Legislatures  to  which,  unhappily,  they  were  in 
vain  addressed. 

Although  this  memorial  has  already  extended  to 
a  great  length,  we  cannot  close  it  without  placing 
the  subject  in  another  important  point  of  view,  de- 
serving of  your  most  serious  consideration. 

The  estaolishment  of  manufactures  on  a  respect- 
able scale  in  any  town  or  village  is  of  transcendent 
benefit  to  the  agricultural  interest,  as  they  imme- 
diately enhance  the  value  of  the  lands  in  the  neigh- 
borhood from  one  to  five  hundred  per  cent.  Inde- 
pendent of  the  advantage  already  glanced  at,  of  a 
steady  home  market  for  his  wheat,  flour,  com,  rye, 
Ac.,  the  farmer  has  "  a  certain  demand  for  nks 
cabbages,  peas,  turnips,  and  other  garden  stufis, 
and  fuel,  which  are  too  perishable  for  foreign  mar- 
kets, or  not  worth  the  expense  of  transportation." 
And  this  is  not  mere  theory.  There  are  two  strong 
cases  in  point  The  establishment  of  the  maau- 
factories  at  Brandywine  and  Pittsburg  enhanoed 
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the  value  of  the  neighboring  lands  in  the  ratio 
above  stated,  and  wonderfully  increased  the  pros- 
perity and  comforts  of  the  circumjacent  farmers. 
The  same  effect  has  been  produced  in  other  parts 
of  the  Union ;  and  it  would  be  everywhere  pro- 
duced, in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  by  the  same 
cause.  And,  moreover,  the  sons  and  daughters  of 
the  farmers  and  country  laborers,  a  large  portion 
of  whose  time  is  at  present  entirely  wasted,  would 
have  a  source  of  profitable  employment,  to  add  to 
the  comforts  and  the  happiness  or  their  parents. 

We  therefore  pray  that,  taking  the  premises 
fully  into  consideration,  you  will  be  pleased  to  re- 
vise the  tariff  in  such  a  mode  as  to  revive  our 
drooping  manufactures,  and  afford  effectual  pro- 
tection to  the  national  industry. 

PETER  S.  DUPONCEAU, 

And  othert. 


REMONSTRANCE   AGAINST   AN  INCREASE 
OF  DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  January  17,  1820.] 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 

United  State*  in  Congreu  aasembied  .* 

The  memorial  of  the  United  Agricultural  So- 
ciety of  Virginia  in  general  meeting  of  their  dele- 
gates— 

From  the  Agriadtxiral  Society  of  Prince  George's — 
Thomas  Cocke,  Edmund  Raf&n. 

From,  the  Agricultural  Society  of  Sussex — John  Ed- 
munds, George  Blow,  William  F.  Raffin,  William 
I.  Cocke. 

From  the  Agriadtural  Society  of  Surry — Nicholas 
Faulcon,  Charles  H.  Graves,  Richard'Cocke. 

From  the  Agricultural  Society  of  Peter^rg— John 
Pegram,  Roger  A.  Jones. 

rhm  the  Agricultural  Society  of  Brunstcick — The- 
ophilus  Field,  John  Jones,  and  Henry  Lewis. 

Your  memorialists  present  themselves  to  your 
honorable  Houses,  as  a  portion  of  the  independent 
agriculturists  of  Virginia.  In  that  character,  we 
design  not  to  harass  our  Representatives  with 
high-wrought  pictures  of  distress  which  their  wis- 
dom could  not  have  anticipated,  and  cannot  re- 
move ;  neither  can  we  bring  ourselves  to  detail,  in 
the  language  of  complaint,  much  less  of  reproach, 
those  evils  which  we  endure  in  common,  not  only 
vvith  every  class  and  denomination  of  our  fellow- 
citizens,  but  with  almost  every  rank,  and  descrip- 
tion of  civilized  man.  We  solicit  not  the  fostering 
care  and  patronage  of  the  Legislature  to  alleviate, 
by  bounties,  monopolies,  or  protecting  duties,  ca- 
lamities in  their  nature  as  inevitable  as  they  are 
incurable  by  legislative  interposition,  because  re- 
sulting from  a  combination  of  circumstances  over 
which  our  Legislature  can  exercise  no  control. 
War  is  an  unnatural  and  calamitous  state;  its 
evils  must  be  felt  sooner  or  later,  and  not  less 
severely  by  being  deferred.  The  transition  from 
war  to  peace  was  sudden,  and  found  us,  like  the 
test  of  the  world,  unprepared.  But  we  can  bear 
patiently  the  penalty  of  our  own  improvidence, 
convinced  that  our  distresses  will  be  but  temporary, 


and  recollecting  that  they  were  preceded  by  twenty 
j^ears  of  almost  uninterrupted  prosperity.  In  this 
frame  of  mind,  which  we  recommend  to  the  imi- 
tation of  our  more  discontented  brethren,  we  have 
only  to  solicit,  respectfully  but  earnestly,  from 
your  wisdom  and  ex|)erience,  that  we  be  left  to 
ourselves  to  disembarrass  our  own  affairs  by  active 
industry  and  strict  economy,  instead  of  being  placed 
at  the  mercy  of  interested  individuals,  who  would 
flatter  us  with  relief  by  abridging  our  comforts, 
increa.sine  our  expense,  and  diverting  to  their  own 
pockets  that  portion  of  the  produce  of  our  labor 
which,  differently  applied,  might  serve  to  extricate 
us  from  our  present  diflSculties.  The  undefined 
projects  and  extravagant  claims  of  the  manufactu- 
ring associations,  collected  from  their  circulars, 
reports  of  committees,  and  other  publications, 
could  alone  lead  us  to  apprehend  that  we  may  not 
be  left  to  this  repose  which  we  so  earnestly  solicit, 
and  which  the  difficulties  of  our  present  situation 
so  imperiously  demand.  We  have  always  sus- 
pected the  policy  of  forcing  any  branch  of  trade 
or  manufacture  by  bounties,  monopolies,  or  pro- 
tecting duties  ;  but,  without  entering  into  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  general  question,  we  would  respect- 
fully suggest  that  no  period  more  unfavorable  than 
the^present  could  be  selected  for  the  commencement 
of  an  experimental  course  of  political  economy, 
beginning  with  the  taxation  of  the  many  for  the 
emolument  of  the  few.  When  we  consider  the 
taxes  already  imposed  on  foreign  manufactures, 
(averaging,  perhaps,  twenty-five  per  cent.,)  and 
estimate  the  amount  of  freight,  double  commissions, 
insurances,  and  various  smaller  charges  incident 
to  shipping  and  transporting  to  this  country  the 

{)roducts  of  the  foreign  artisan,  a  moderate  calcu- 
ation  will  give  to  the  American  manufacturer  an 
advantage  of  forty  per  cent.     If,  to  this  immense 
advantage  over  the  European  competitor,  we  add 
the  cheap  terms  on  which  the  chiei  necessaries  of 
life — meat,  bread,  and  fuel — can  be  procured  ;  the 
abundance  in  which  the  raw  materials  are  pro- 
duced ;  our  happy  exemption  from  the  whole  of 
that  frightful  catalogue  of  oppressive  taxes,  which, 
barely  to  read,  makes  the  American  citizen  shud- 
der, butunder  the  continually  accumulating  weight 
of  which  the  foreign  artisan  must  labor ;  and  still 
further,  on  the  authority  of  the  advocates  of  pro- 
tecting duties,  a  considerable  capital  unemployed, 
and  numerous  laborers  starving  in  idleness,  and 
you  exhibit  a  series  of  advantages  on  the  side  of  the 
American  manufacturer  which  would  seem  to  put 
competition  in  our  own  market  entirely  out  of  the 
question.     If,  with  such  overwhelming  odds  in  his 
lavor,  the  American  declines  to  compete  with  the 
foreign  manufacturer,  we  must  conclude  either  that 
capital  is  wanting  to  fit  him  out  for  the  trial,  or  he 
scorns  the  consideration  of  such  profits  as  would 
satisfy  his  opponent.     If  the  former  conclusion  be 
true.  It  demonstrates  the  impropriety  of  attempting 
at  this  time  to  force  manufactures  oy  law ;  for,  as 
capital   is   essentially   necessary,   and   cannot  be 
forced  by  law,  we  had  belter  await  its  slow  growth, 
from  the  gradual  operation  of  the  usual  causes; 
and  whenever  it   arrives   at   sufficient  maturity, 
manufactures  will  follow  without  force.     But  if. 


on  the  other  hand,  our  manufactorers  are  so  im- 
patient to  enrich  themselves  as  to  disdain  the  grad- 
ual accumulation  of  moderate  profits,  we  submit 
respectfully  to  your  wisdom  the  impolicy  of  sub- 
jecting so  large  a  portion  of  your  fellow-citizens 
to  sucn  unreasonable  cupidity — of  laying  them  at 
the  mercy  of  an  association  who  (^competition  be- 
ing removed)  will  no  longer  consider  the  intrinsic 
vuue  of  an  article,  or  what  price  would  afford  a 
fair  profit  to  the  manufacturer,  but  how  much  the 
necessities  of  the  consumer  would  enable  them  to 
extort.  Of  this  spirit,  we  had  a  sufficient  specimen 
daring  our  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

In  reply  to  these  arguments,  we  are  told  that 
many  manufacturing  establishments  have  been 
ruined  for  want  of  protecting  duties.  We  doubt 
not  the  fact  of  ruin  ;  but  we  more  than  doubt  the 
cause  assigned  for  it.  We  strongly  suspect  that, 
on  a  fair  investigation,  most  of  the  failures  may  be 
accounted  for  very  differently.  For  instance :  1st. 
By  embarking  in  business  on  fictitious  capitals ; 
the  sudden  recall  of  which  left  the  adventurers,  as 
they  originally  were,  without  funds.  2d.  Engag- 
ing in  speculations  unconnected  with  their  facto- 
ries, and,  by  the  failure  of  these,  ruining  their 
establishments.  3d.  From  the  impatience  of  grow- 
ing rich,  by  the  gradual  accumulation  of  moderate 
gains,  stimulating  them  to  attempt  establishments 
and  projects  beyond  their  means.  Few,  we  be- 
lieve, of  those  wno  commenced  with  real  capitals, 
and  pursued  their  business  prudently,  have  failed 
to  improve  their  fortunes.  The  greater  part  of 
this  description  of  persons  acknowledge,  with  hon- 
est candor,  that  they  are  sufficiently  protected. 
But,  as  we  have  forced  none  of  our  fellow-citizens 
to  embark  their  capitals  in  the  precarious  specula- 
tion of  establishing  manufactures — perhaps  before 
their  time ;  nay,  as  they  have  voluntarily  involved 
themselves  in  ruinous  projects  not  from  patriotic 
motives,  but  views  purely  selfish,  and  founded  on 
the  fallacious  prospect  oi  a  protracted  war,  we  see 
no  reason  why  they  should  call  upon  us  to  rein- 
state them  by  a  heavy  sacrifice,  and  this,  too,  at  a 
time  when  it  is  with  the  utmost  difficulty  any  of 
us  can  fulfil  our  own  personal  engagements,  and 
many  are  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  sacrificing 
their  property  to  satisfy  their  creditors.  Under 
these  circumstances,  we  hope  that  your  honorable 
Houses  will  not  deem  unreasonable  our  respectful 
remonstrance  against  any  increase  of  burden  be- 
yond the  necessary  expenses  of  our  Grovernment. 

One  favorite  argument  insisted  on  by  the  man- 
ufacturers is  so  offensive  a  libel  on  the  great  body 
of  the  American  people,  that  indignation  will  not 
suffer  us  to  pass  it  unnoticed  ;  to  wit,  that  the  es- 
tablishment of  home  manufactures  is  necessary  to 
keep  the  people  firm  to  their  duty  in  time  of  war. 
Thus,  more  than  insinuating  that  the  millions  of 
independent  high-minded  argriculturists  who  peo- 
ple our  extensive  territory,  constituting  at  once 
the  pride  and  the  strength  of  the  nation,  are  to  be 
taugnt  the  value  of  independence,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  self-defence,  by  the  operations  of  an  in- 
considerable number  of  manufacturers  scattered 
through  the  country. 
In  every  nation,  with  whose  internal  affairs  we 


are  familiarly  acquainted,  the  landed  interest  has 
been  proverbial  for  liberality,  in  comparison  with 
any  other  class;  and  we  proudly  believe  the  day 
will  never  arrive  when  the  American  yeoman  will 
not  suffer  himself  patiently  to  be  shorn  to  the  quick 
in  defence  of  the  independence  or  honor  of  his 
country;  while,  if  "you  but  touch  a  bri.vtle  of  the 
manufacturing  interest,  the  whole  sty  is  in  an  up- 
roar." We  wish  not  to  be  placed  under  such  pro- 
tections, especially  when  their  projects  for  safety 
are  accompanied  by  the  expression  of  the  alarming 
sentiment,  that  they  consider  the  election  of  a 
President,  a  Governor,  or  a  Representative  of  the 
people,  as  uninteresting  in  comparison  with  a  ques- 
tion on  the  fabrication  of  druggets,  calico,  and 
penknives. 

The  specious  vision  of  supplying  all  our  own 
wants  by  our  own  labor,  and  thus  being  enabled  to 
isolate  ourselves  from  the  other  members  of  the  hu- 
man family,  we  look  upon  as  a  mere  phantom,  con- 
i'urcd  up  for  the  purpose  of  luring  us  into  a  pro- 
libitory  system.  Could  such  a  vision  be  realized, 
we  would  deprecate  its  influence  as  equally  hos- 
tile to  the  advance  of  science  and  the  duration  of 
liberty.  We  do  not  envy  the  condition  of  the 
Chinese,  the  only  people  completely  abandoned  to 
this  chimera ;  amongst  whom  science  has  been  re- 
trograde for  a  thousand  years,  the  whole  energies 
of  the  human  mind  reduced  to  the  servile  talent 
of  imitation,  and  man  degraded  to  a  state  of  abject 
grovelling  slavery.  Compare  the  timid  slave  creep- 
ing through  shallows  in  nis  clumsy  junk,  with  the 
American  seaman  "  among  the  tumbling  moun- 
tains of  ice  of  the  arctic  circle,  penetrating  to  the 
antipodes,  and  engaged  under  the  frozen  serpent  of 
the  South."  "  Yet  we  know  that  he  has  not  been 
squeezed  into  this  hardy  form,  or  inhaled  this 
daring  spirit  from  the  constraints  of  a  watchful  and 
suspicious  Government,  but  that,  through  a  wise 
and  salutary  neglect,  a  generous  nature  has  been 
suffered  to  take  its  own  way  to  perfection.  We  are 
firmly  persuaded  that  the  best  interests  of  men  and 
of  nations  are  promoted  by  free  and  extensive  in- 
tercourse one  with  another.  The  great  object  of 
nations  ought  to  be,  to  procure  the  greatest  possible 
quantity  of  produce  with  the  least  possible  expendi- 
ture of  labor  and  of  capital.  This  can  be  effected 
only  by  permitting  the  people  to  purchase  such  ar- 
ticles as  they  can  buy  cheaper  than  they  can  fab- 
ricate. Thus  would  be  produced  a  most  unre- 
stricted state  of  commerce,  permitting  every 
country  to  employ  its  capital  and  industry  to  the 
greatest  advantage,  in  devoting  them  to  pursuits 
adapted  to  the  soil  and  climate  of  each,  and  con- 
sonant with  the  genius  of  their  respective  inhab- 
itants. 

For  these,  and  other  considerations  equally  cogent, 
your  memorialists  feel  themselves  constrained  to 
remonstrate  against  the  pretensions  of  the  manu- 
facturing interest,  as  of  a  highly  dangerous  ten- 
dency, whether  considered  with  respect  to  their 
influence  on  our  Government,  by  establishing  the 
precedent  of  investing  one  class  with  peculiar 
privileges  and  immunities  at  the  expense  of  the 
rest — a  measure  pregnant  with  the  most  fearful 
consequences,  being  as  inconsistent  with  the  prin- 
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ciples  ofjustice  as  incompatible  with  the  spirit  of 
our  fret:  ConstitutioD ;  their  tendency  to  demoralize 
our  people,  bj  the  introduction  uf  smuggling — an 
evil  inseparable  from  high  protecting  duties,  and 
one  from  which  the  united  navies  of  Europe  and 
America  could  not  guard  a  coast  as  extensive  as 
ours  ;  or  their  effect  on  our  revenue,  already  dimin- 
ished by  protecting  duties,  without  producing  any 
corresponding  energy  on  the  part  oi  our  manufac- 
turers, and  which,  if  further  diminished  by  an 
increase  of  tariff,  and  bv  diverting  capital  from  the 
purchase  of  public  lanas,  must  necessarily  call  for 
a  system  of  internal  taxation  ;  in  the  present  state 
of  our  affairs,  productive  of  incalculable  distress. 
Commerce  must  decline  under  such  a  system; 
with  its  decline  our  seamen  must  diminish ;  and 
our  gallant  Navy,  after  achieving  more  than  our 
fomlest  hopes  could  anticipate,  dwindle  into  insig- 
nificance. This  sacrifice,  too,  we  are  called  upon 
to  make,  that  our  manufacturers  may  be  enabled 
to  furnish  us  with  cottons  and  woollens  fifty  per 
cent,  higher  than  we  could  procure  them  in  a  for- 
eign market. 

With  this  view  of  the  subject,  your  memorialists 
pray  that  no  further  protection  be  granted  to  man- 
ufactures, excepting  such  as  in  your  wisdom  you 
deem  essential  for  national  defence  ;  and  that  the 
existing  duties  be  so  reduced,  as  to  produce  the 
greatest  possible  revenue.  And  we  revert  to  oui 
original  prayer,  to  be  left  to  ourselves  to  disembar- 
rass our  own  affairs,  without  being  called  on  to 
repair  the  losses  of  any  other  class,  still  less  to  ad- 
vance them  to  wealth  and  power  at  the  expense  of 
the  best  interests  of  the  American  people. 
,  ....  JOHN  PEGRAM, 

PrendtHl  <tf  tkt  Ddegalifon. 

Edaiumo  Raffin,  Secretary. 


PROTECTION   TO    MANUFACTURERS  OF 
PAPER. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  January  18,  1820.] 

To  tkt  Senate  and  Houte  of  Rtprtttntaiivu  of  the 
United  Staiet  in  Congreaa  assembled: 

The  memorial  of  the  Society  of  Paper  Makers 
of  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware,  re- 
spectfully showeth,  that  at  a  time  when  the  econo- 
nxy  of  the  Umted  States,  in  all  its  various  branches 
of^  manufacture,  presses  itself  upon  the  public  at- 
tention by  the  extreme  injury  it  sustains,  your 
memorialists  are  impelled,  by  the  deplorable  state 
of  that  which  they  particularly  represent,  to  ask 
for  the  patronage  and  assistance  of  the  National 
Legislature.  -^ 

Your  memorialists  believe  there  are  some  pecu- 
liar features  in  this  manufacture  which,  if  known, 
will  entitle  it  to  the  attention  of  Congress.  And 
they  hope  to  be  allowed  to  mention  some  general 
iaets  respecting  the  American  manufactures  which 
are  needful  to  a  full  view  of  their  own. 

Your  memorialists  represent  a  manufacture 
which  arose  in  these  States  at  an  early  period  of 
the  settlement  of  the  country — about  the  year 
1730;  and,  being  produced   from  the  domestic 


saving  of  a  raw  material  which  offered  no  inter- 
ference to  agriculture  or  commerce,  they  conceive 
has  always  been  so  much  gained  in  favor  of  its 
economy  and  industry.  The  arts  depending  upon 
it  render  it  necessary  to  almost  every  branch  of 
improvement,  as  the  printing  of  book-s,  maps, 
charts,  prints,  newspapers,  &c.,  which  materially 
promote  the  extension  of  knowledge,  the  advance- 
ment of  education,  and  the  various  purposes  of  the 
State. 

In  an  object  of  such  extensive  consumption,  we 
cannot  avoid  bringing  into  view  the  amount  which 
must  have  been  saved  to  the  nation  for  a  period  of 
one  hundred  years  by  the  use  of  a  domestic  mate- 
rial which  must  otherwise  have  been  lost ;  and  by 
the  employment  of  the  youth  of  both  sexes  in  a 
manufacture  which  hws  been  more  productive 
than  even  agriculture  itself;  the  importation  of 
which  would  have  required  the  country  to  pay 
large  sums  annnally  for  the  refuse  materials  and 
industry  of  foreign  nations  instead  of  its  own. 

The  paper,  in  common  with  several  of  our  man- 
ufactures, was  protected  previous  to  the  Revolu- 
tion by  the  general  effect  of  the  Enelish  laws  in 
favor  of  its  national  industry ;  for,  although  they 
offered  no  encouragement  to  us  to  come  into  com- 
petition with  manufactures  abroad,  they  secured 
from  general  interference  the  benefit  of  our  home 
market. 

These  domestic  establishnoents  were  of  great 
importance  during  the  Revolution,  when  the  im- 
portations ceased.  The  security  arising  from  the 
war  contributed  much  to  their  improvement,  and 
continued  after  the  peace  of  1783,  in  consequence 
of  the  limited  intercourse  with  Europe.  During 
the  long  period  of  the  European  war  many  of  our 
manufactures  were  preserved  by  the  interruption 
to  those  of  the  Continent,  and  the  heavy  charges 
of  shipment;  so  that  from  their  first  origin  until 
the  late  treaty  they  experienced  a  virtual  protec- 
tion, and  were  prevented  from  being  exposed  to 
ruin  by  the  effect  of  the  laws  made  by  foreign 
Governments  to  promote  their  commerce  and  ^e 
extension  of  their  trade. 

After  this  time  an  unlimited  intercourse  took 
place  with  distant  nations,  without  regard  to  the 
unportant  effects  it  would  produce  upon  our  do- 
mestic arrangements  and  economy;  and  it  was 
not  foreseen  that  when  the  policy  of  every  nation 
of  Europe  prevented  a  use  to  us  of  their  markets 
whenever  our  products  come  into  collision  with 
theirs,  we  were  at  all  times  exposed  to  an  intro- 
duction of  their  manufactured  articles,  not  for  our 
regular  wants,  but  as  a  vent  for  such  good/i  as  they 
might  have  in  excess.  This  had  an  effect  to  para- 
lyze the  internal  industry  of  the  country  in  a  man- 
ner never  before  experienced  since  its  settlement ; 
and  it  has  placed  us  in  the  situation  of  several  of 
the  countries  of  Europe  whose  manufactures  had 
become  superseded  by  those  of  a  rival  nation  which 
had  acted  under  the  patronage  and  encouragement 
of  ita  own  Government.  This,  without  a^brdins  a 
regular  supply,  eventually  creates  dependence  for 
necessaries  abroad,  by  the  destruction  of  the  pro- 
ductive objects  of  national  wealth.  f 
Your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  represent  that 


an  effect  of  this  kind  is  easily  produced ;  for  as 
manufactures  become  organized,  tne  raw  materials 
of  the  country  are  always  enhanced  by  competi- 
tion, and  the  prices  of  goods  reduced  so  that  they 
yield  little  more  than  a  bare  living ;  the  economy  of 
Dusiness  then  affording  its  chief  emolument.  Of 
course,  an  interference  in  the  home  market  pro- 
duces ruin  to  the  regular  establishments,  by  taking 
away  the  sale  of  the  goods ;  creates  in  their  place 
similar  ones  abroad,  to  supply  the  country;  and 
subjects  it  in  future  to  pay  advantageous  if  not 
exorbitant  prices,  without  affording  a  value  to  the 
raw  materials  of  the  country,  or  furnishing  its 
labor. 

It  appears  from  the  conduct  of  the  nations  sur- 
rounding us  that  this  effect  has  been  well  under- 
stood, and  they  have  found  that  the  employment 
of  the  people  in  manufactures,  with  the  aid  of  ma- 
chinery, gives  the  means  of  buying  from  neigh- 
boring agricultural  nations  more  agricultural  pro- 
ducts than  the  same  number  of  people  could  raise 
on  their  own  soil  at  home,  and  that  the  difference 
is  again  in  favor  of  their  national  wealth.  From 
this  principle  they  have  confined  the  people  to  the 
consumption  of  tne  manufactured  products  of  the 
nation,  m  preference  to  buying  those  of  a  foreign 
one,  even  at  a  lower  price;  because  the  payment 
takes  out  of  the  country  the  full  manufactured 
price,  including  both  cost  and  profit ;  whereas,  if 
the  articles  are  made  at  home,  the  country  receives 
all  the  profit  of  manufacture,  which  is  so  much 
added  to  its  national  stock  ;  and  though  the  con- 
sumer may  pay  something  more  for  the  domestic 
articles  he  may  use  in  consequence  of  protecting 
duties,  yet  as  these  will  not  anK>unt  to  the  profit 
on  the  manufacture  of  the  goods,  the  difference 
gained  to  the  country  is  in  favor  of  its  improve- 
ment ;  and  it  is  more  than  made  up  to  the  con- 
sumer in  the  benefit  derived  either  in  raising  the 
materials,  the  employment  of  the  people,  the  in- 
crease of  industry,  the  benefit  to  agriculture,  the 
circulation  of  money,  or  in  the  full  use  of  all  the 
natural  advantages  of  the  country. 

While  the  introduction  of  manufactures  pre- 
yents  this  injurious  exchange,  their  establishment 
at  home  must  increase  a  population  to  consume 
the  product  to  great  advantage. 

Tne  local  situations  for  mills  and  factories  oc- 
cupy but  little  land  fit  for  cultivation,  and  afford  a 
market  to  the  farmer,  at  his  own  door,  for  the  arti- 
cles of  the  easiest  and  most  profitable  description, 
which  could  not  bear  the  expense  of  carriage; 
they  give  an  immediate  value  to  his  property,  to 
be  paid  in  barter  for  his  demands  upon  the  manu- 
fiicturer.  The  raw  material,  whether  it  be  wool, 
iron,  rags,  leather,  or  wood,  or  the  many  wants  a 
population  requires,  are  new  objects  free  from  the 
expense  of  the  labor  of  carriage,  which  takes  place 
in  transporting  them  to  an  uncertain  sale  in  a  dis- 
tant market. 

Your  memorialists  refer  the  application  of  these 
general  remarks  to  their  business.  This  has  yielded 
from  the  factories  within  forty  miles  of  Philadel- 
|Aia  a  manufactured  amount  of  eight  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  a  year,  by  which  it  has  employed 
nine  hundred  and  fifty  persons,  half  of  them  wo- 


men and  children.  This  gives  a  product  of  near 
one  thousand  dollars  per  head  per  year,  the  mate- 
rial in  this  case  being  a  clear  gain.  It  is,  there^ 
fore,  a  far  greater  amount  than  could  possibly  be 
obtained  bj  the  employnaent  of  the  same  people 
on  the  land.  Now,  as  the  nation  would  have  to 
pay  this  amount  for  paper  from  abroad,  it  would 
nave  to  send  abroad  the  produce  of  at  least  four 
thousand  people,  employed  upon  the  land  to  ob- 
tain it,  even  were  the  prices  not  raised  in  conse- 
quence of  our  dependence  upon  them. 

The  rising  establishments  of  the  country  have 
suffered  from  the  effect  of  the  system  pursuea  ;  and 
we  believe,  if  they  had  been  timely  guarded  in  the 
manner  they  have  been  abroad,  so  as  to  take  the  ad- 
vantage of  their  prosperity,  they  would  have  pre- 
served their  standing,  and  have  been  now  a  great 
support  to  the  nation,  to  its  agriculture,  and  to  the 
Government. 

A  view  of  the  progress  of  the  manufacture 
abroad  will  give  us  an  illustration  of  the  principle. 

"The  art  of  making  paper  was  brought  from 
China  into  Pers,ia  in  the  seventh  century,  intro- 
duced into  Spain,  by  the  Arabs,  the  eighth  or 
tenth ;  it  passed  into  France  and  into  Germany 
in  1312,  and  last  of  all  into  England,  in  1320 
and  1342."* 

"  Before  the  year  1690,  there  was  scarcely  any 
otherkindof  paper  made  in  England  but  the  coarse 
brown  sort ;  but  the  war  with  France  coming  on, 
occasioning  duties  on  foreign  paper,  the  French 
Protestant  refugees  settled  in  England  chiefly,  and 
the  English  artificers  also,  began  to  make  white 
writing  and  printing  papers,  which  were  brought 
to  so  great  a  perfection  for  beauty  and  elegance,  as 
to  supersede  the  importations  of  the  continental  pa- 
pers into  the  British  dominions.  These,  it  was 
said,  saved  a  remittance  to  France  alone  of  one 
hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling  annually ;  and 
the  country  became  able,  in  addition  to  the  supply 
of  its  own  wants,  to  export  large  amounts  of  jte- 
persto  foreign  markets,  which  had  previously  been 
supplied  from  the  Continent't 

The  protection  which  the  manufactures  hare 
since  received  in  England,  added  to  the  scientific 
skill  of  the  people,  has  carried  it  to  a  higher  de- 
gree of  perfection  than  any  other  nation  of  Europe, 
so  that  they  have  had  a  general  preference  and 
afford  one  of  her  advantages  of  obtaining  the  pro- 
ducts of  other  nations  by  the  employment  of  her 
people. 

The  duty  on  papers  taken  into  England  has 
remained  for  a  long  time,  by  the  tariff,  at  nineteen 
pence  sterling  per  pound,  and  a  drawback  of  three 
pence  per  pound  is  allowed  on  the  export  of  her 
own  paper,  which  is  equal  to  the  excise  laid  on 
that  consumed  at  home  ;  so  that  it  appears  the  ad- 
vantages derived  from  the  employment  of  the  peo- 
ple have  not  been  retarded,  even  when  ix\  compe- 
tition with  the  revenue. 

But  we  have  had  to  contend  alike  against  the 
manufactures  of  England  and  those  of  the  Conti- 
nent ;  for  while  the  improvements  in  this  country 
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required  us  to  make  paper  of  a  superior  quality,  to 
compare  with  the  English  paper,  we  have  had  to 
do  it  under  a  competition  with  the  prices  of  the 
low  qualities  of  the  papers  from  France,  Spain, 
and  Italy ;  which  being  excluded  from  England, 
were  sent  here,  and  obtained  a  sale  from  their 
cheapness,  when  their  quality  would  not  have  com- 
manded it. 

We  have  been  thus  exposed  to  ttie  collision  of 
the  interests  of  different  nations  from  which  their 

'  own  laws  severally  protected  them  at  home,  and 
in  one  of  which  the  export  has  been  even  promoted 
by  a  bounty.  This  would  never  have  taken  effect 
but  among  ourselves,  and  it  affords  at  once  a  strik- 
ing ins-tance  of  the  means  used  to  export  their  sur- 
plus products,  and  to  contend  with  each  other  for 
the  advantage  of  a  distant  market.  Nor  have  the 
various  objects  of  the  country  been  promoted  by 

«;his  competition. 
f  The  revenue  obtained  has  not  been  considerable ; 
;for  although  large  quantities  of  low  priced  paper, 
'from  France,  Spain,  and  Italy,  have  been  import- 
ed, so  as  to  prevent  the  demands  upon  our  fac- 
tories, and  to  anticipate  the  consumption  of  the 
country  very  greatly,  they  have  come  m  as  objects 
of  speculation,  charged  low  to  yield  very  little  ad 
valorem  duty  ;  the  collusion  of  duties  being  a  lead- 
ing motive  for  importing  them. 

Our  commerce  has  not  received  much  benefit,  for 
papers  which  have  been  brought  from  the  south  of 
Europe  have  not  given  near  so  great  an  employ 
to  our  vessels  as  the  same  amount  of  capital  in- 
vested in  rags  from  thence  would  have  done,  if  our 
paper  manufacturers  at  home  had  been  protected  ; 
for  in  this  case  the  import  of  the  manufactured 
paper  would  have  been  superseded  by  the  rags, 
which  would  have  been  a  great  object  of  commer- 
cial attention. 

Nor  have  our  internal  demands  been  asefuUy 
supplied.  Paper  is  not  only  consumed  for  writing, 
but  for  book-s,  maps,  newspapers,  prints,  dtc;  re- 
spectively requiring  a  particular  style  for  the  vari- 
ous orders,  which  these  European  papers  could  not 
meet,  nor  would  have  been  used  except  from  an 
extreme  reduction  of  price;  and  they  have  in  a 
measure  retarded  the  advancement  in  our  arts. 
When  we  place  these  considerations  with  that  of 
their  coming  in  direct  interference  with  the  whole 
system  of  our  domestic  industry  and  produce,  the 
sacrifice  of  our  improvement  and  labor  with  that 
of  the  very  great  expenditures  and  investments  of 
mills,  materials,  and  people,  and  every  spirit  of 
ambition  to  bring  this  busmess  as  an  object  under 
the  security  of  a  nome  market,  we  may  fairly  state 
the  loss  sustained  not  only  to  have  been  private 
but  national. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  call 
the  attention  of  your  honorable  body  to  interpose 
for  our  relief. 

\We  possess  fully  the  means  to  supply  the  con- 
sumption of  the  United  States  with  paper,  the 
de^estic  saving  of  our  own  soil,  which  would 
otherwise  be  loss  to  the  community,  of  a  quality 
equal  to  that  of  any  other  country  on  earth,  en- 
tirely adapted  to  every  demand  of  use  or  elegance. 
That  in  a  state  of  fair  trade  we  will  be  able  to  ex- 


port a  considerable  excess  of  manufactured  paper 
to  South  America,  and  many  other  countries 
where  the  arts  have  not  advanced  as  far  as  here. 
That,  therefore^  all  foreign  supply  is  not  only  unne- 
cessary, but  injurious.  That  it  has  offered  not  a 
fairrivalship,  but  to  give  overwhelming  quantities 
of  paper  upon  u.^,  ordered  upon  speculation,  and 
sold  at  auction,  which  has  drawn  off  our  wealth, 
and  operated  to  the  discouragement  of  the  emula- 
tion and  industry  which  would  have  arisen  by  the 
employment  of  our  capitals  at  home. 

The  establishments  which  have  been  long  in 
operation  have  aiibrded  the  public  every  advan- 
tage of  competition,  which  has  reduced  the  price 
of  paper  to  the  consumer  as  low  as  anywhere  in 
the  world ;  and  were  it  even  to  advance,  would 
tend  to  an  improvement  of  the  arts,  and  place 
them  more  on  a  footing  with  England  and  other 
nations,  where  printing,  engraving,  and  other 
branches  of  science,  tending  to  public  education 
and  improvement,  are  objects  of  national  encour- 
agement, from  which  the  people  derive  so  pre- 
eminent an  advantage. 

The  district  we  represent  offers,  we  think,  a 
comparative  view  of  the  state  of  this  manufacture 
in  the  country  at  large.  In  this  there  are  erected 
seventy  paper  mills,  which  were  in  full  operation 
until  tne  importations  after  the  late  war;  in  these 
there  were  ninetv-five  paper  vats,  with  a  cost  of 
establishments  ot  about  half  a  million  of  dollars, 
employing  nine  hundred  and  fifty  persons  at  an- 
nual wages  of  two  hundred  and  seventeen  thou- 
sand dollars,  consuming  annually  2,600  tons  of 
rags,  value  ^60,000,  and  producing  about  ^00,- 
000  worth  of  paper  a  year ;  and  from  the  causes 
we  have  mentioned  we  find  now  that  there  remain 
but  seventeen  vats  at  work,  whose  annual  amount 
of  wages  is  $45,000,  and  production  $136,000; 
leaving  unemployed  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  persons  to  seek  other  means  of  living,  with  a 
loss  to  the  community  of  2,128  tons  of  rags  un- 
consumed,  which  would  have  produced  a  saving 
of  $212,000  in  raw  materials,  and  a  manufactured 
amount  of  $624,000. 

Your  memorialists  cannot  but  state  that  the 
ruinous  effects  produced,  as  we  have  represented, 
would  be  as  severely  felt  by  the  Government  as 
ourselves^  should  it  be  found  needful  to  rely  upon 
national  mdustry  for  support ;  and  we  cannot  but 
bring  into  view  the  aid  derived  from  the  paper 
establishments,  and  the  amount  of  the  internal 
taxes  collected  during  the  war,  when  they  were 
an  availing  source  of  income. 

In  this  district,  the  mills  then  in  active  opera- 
tion paid,  at  an  average,  two  hundred  dollars  to  two 
hundred  and  fiftyannuaily,  per  vat ;  yielding  toge- 
gether  a  revenue  of  twenty  to  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars,  when  importations  afforded  none ;  and  we 
conceive  the  Government  may  form  an  estimate  of 
the  loss  to  the  country  from  that  which  the  reve- 
nue would  suffer  between  the  income  derived  from 
ninety-five  vats  in  full  employ,  and  the  aid  afforded 
by  the  security  of  our  home  market,  contrasted 
with  that  which  would  now  accrue  from  seven- 
teen vats  existing  under  the  depression  from  filling 
our  market  with  the  produce  of  foreign  nations. 


which  has  shat  up  seventy-eight  vats,  left  our  em- 
ployers and  workpeople  embarrassed  and  dispirited, 
while  we  have  given  our  resources,  the  natural 
basis  of  our  own  support,  toward  the  establish- 
ment of  business,  and  the  creation  of  revenues  in 
the  hands  of  nations  who  are  the  rivals  of  the 
country  in  its  domestic  as  well  as  political  ad- 
vantages. 

Your  memorialists  believe  they  have  given  a 
candid  statement  of  the  facts  which  they  have  ; 
brought  before  you ;  they  can  only  rely  upon  the  | 
wisdom  of  the  Government  to  guard  its  national 
interests.  They  believe  their  cause  to  be  mutually 
involved  with  that  of  their  country;  it  remains 
with  its  Government  to  prevent  the  extension  of 
the  present,  or  the  recurrence  of  future  calamities. 
Their  business  cannot  remain  as  it  is  now  situated ; 
its  advantages  have  left  us,  and  the  shadow  of  it 
only  exists.  They  truly  believe  a  protection  grant- 
ed to  them  protects  thus  far  the  property  of  the 
nation  ;  that  the  policy  adopted  by  the  other  Grov- 
emments  in  this  case  would  secure  the  same  results 
to  us  which  it  has  done  to  them  ;  that  it  would 
render  us  independent  at  home,  would  employ  and 
enrich  the  nation,  and  would  give  us  a  surplus 
value  to  export  in  barter  for  the  products  of  foreign 
countries,  useful  and  necessary  to  our  wants. 

Your  memorialists  propose  a  duty  of  twenty- 
five  cents  per  pound  on  all  writing,  printing,  and 
copper-plate  papers,  and  fifteen  cents  per  pound 
on  all  others. 

Your  memorialists  remain  with  great  respect. 
By  order  of  the  society. 

MARK  WILLCOX,  PrendtrU. 
Thomas  Gilpin,  Secretary.       •  .  • 

Philadelphia,  Jamiary  15,  1820. 


PROTECTION  TO  PRINTERS  OF  BOOKS. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  January  2G,  1820.] 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repretentative*  of  the 
United  States  of  America  m  Congress  assembUd; 
The  subscribers,  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Phil- 
adelphia, beg  leave  to  state  that  they  are  exten- 
sively engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  printed 
books,  a  branch  of  business  which  has  increased 
within  a  few  years  to  such  an  extent  as  could  not 
have  been  anticipated,  and  in  which  there  is  at  this 
moment  as  much  capital  engaged  as  would  suffice  to 
answer  the  demand,  were  it  to  be  increased  to  treble 
its  present  amount.  As  an  evidence  of  this,  they 
state  the  fact  that  there  are  no  less  than  five  Family 
Bibles,  and  numerous  smaller  Bibles  and  Testa- 
ments, kept  constantly  standing  in  type  in  this 
country ;  that  a  large  Latin  Dictionary  has  been 
recently  stereotyped  in  Philadelphia,  and  an  Eng- 
lish one  in  New  York ;  and  refer  also  to  the  nu- 
merous extensive  works'  lately  published,  or  now 
in  a  course  of  publication,  among  which  are  Rees's, 
Gregory's,  and  Edinburgh  Encyclopedias,  the 
Edinburgn  and  Quarterly  Reviews,  Hume  and 
Smollett's  England,  (three  editions,)  Gibbon's 
Rome,   (two  editions,)   British  Classics,  British 


Poets,  Ramsey's  Universal  History,  &c.  Ac ;  and 
also  to  the  circumstance  that  there  are  five  type 
foundries  in  the  United  States,  capable  of  pro- 
ducing types  to  almost  any  extent. 

It  has  attained  its  present  height  without  the  aid 
of  high  duties  ^the  highest,  except  during  the  war, 
ever  imposed,  oeing  15  per  cent.,)  and  would  not 
now  require  protection  against  importations  regu- 
larly made  ;  but  the  present  slate  oraffairs  in  Great 
Britain  having  lessened  the  demand  for  books  there, 
many  persons  in  that  country  have  been  induced 
to  turn  their  attention  to  the  United  States,  to  ob- 
tain a  vent  for  their  publications. 

In  consequence,  there  are  great  quantities,  and 
of  very  inferior  quality,  sent  out  for  the  purpose  of 
being  disposed  of  in  this  country  by  subscription, 
deliverable  in  numbers,  by  which  method  the  pur- 
chasers are  deluded  into  a  belief  that  they  are  ob- 
taining them  at  lower  prices  than  they  could  be 
procured  of  domestic  manufacture;  whereas  the 
contrary  is  the  fact.  These  books  are  disposed  of 
by  hawkers,  (all  of  whom  are  foreigners,  and  pay 
nothing  whatever  for  the  support  of  the  General 
or  State  Governments,)  who  are  traversing  the 
whole  country,  and  obtaining  subscribers  to  a  great 
extent ;  thereby  destroying  the  business  of  the  reg- 
ular trader,  whether  manufacturer  or  importer. 
They  are  frequently  shipped  to  this  country  in 
such  a  fraudulent  manner  as  to  be  passed  at  the 
custom-houses  for  little  more  than  waste  paper ; 
one  part  or  volume  of  a  work  being  shipped  to  one 
port,  and  the  remainder  to  another,  thereby  defraud- 
mg  the  revenue  of  almost  the  whole  duty ;  the 
books  being  appraised  as  imperfect,  and  therefore 
of  little  value. 

Your  memorialists  believe  that  it  can  only  be 
necessary  to  state  the  fact,  that,  from  the  best  in- 
formation they  can  obtain,  there  have  been  recently 
imported  not  less  than  seven  or  eight  hundred 
thousand  numbers  of  a  Family  Bible,  (while  at 
the  same  time  there  were,  as  before  stated,  not  less 
than  five  Family  Bibles,  one  of  movable  types, 
and  fourof  stereotype  plates,  existing  in  this  coun- 
try, with  a  capital  sufficient  to  supply  almost  ten 
times  the  present  demand  for  that  book,)  to  con- 
vince you  of  the  necessity  of  adopting  a  system 
that  will  give  protection  to  this  branch  of  manu- 
factures, without  which  there  will  be  a  most  dele- 
terious effect  produced  upon  it,  which  will  very  se- 
riously affect  the  type  founders,  paper  makers,  print^ 
ers,  manufacturers  of  leather,  bookbinders,  gold- 
beaters, engravers,  dec. ;  in  all  of  which  branches 
the  supply  is,  we  believe,  fully  equal  to  the  demand. 

Your  memorialists  believe  that  when  your  hon- 
orable body  take  into  consideration  the  powerful 
effect  produced  in  enlightening  the  great  body  of 
the  community  by  the  quantity  and  cheapness  of 
books,  manufactured  in  this  country,  compared 
with  what  would  have  been  the  effect  had  we  been 
dependent  upon  Europe  for  our  supplies,  burdened 
with  the  expeiLses  of^  freight,  dbc.,  and  also  that 
every  article  made  use  of  in  this  business  is  entirely 
of  domestic  manufacture,  and  the  great  number  of 
persons  whose  support  depends  wholly  upon  it, 
you  cannot  fail  to  see  the  propriety  of  securing  the 
nome  market  to  those  citizens  who  have  embarked 
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their  capital  in  it,  and  who  have  displayed  as  moch 
enterprise  as  any  other  part  of  the  community, 
withoQt  exception. 

Your  memorialists,  aware  that  you  would  feel 
indisposed  to  make  any  alteration  that  would  be 
Kkely  to  be  injurious  to  the  cause  of  literature,  and 
believing  that  their  interests  and  those  of  literature 
are  per^tly  reconcilable,  beg  leave  to  propose  a 
plan  by  which  they  believe  both  will  be  served. 
It  is,  that  the  present  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent. 
on  books  be  repealed  ;  that,  in  lieu  thereof,  there 
be  levied  on  them  a  specific  duty  of  thirty-three 
and  one-third  cents  per  pound  weight ;  and  that, 
in  order  to  give  greater  encouragement  to  the  bu- 
siness of  bookbinding,  as  well  as  to  i^ace  the  per- 
son who  imports  books  in  sheets,  with  a  view  of 
having  them  bound  in  this  country,  on  an  e<}ual 
footing  with  those  who  import  them  bound,  there 
be  a  duty  of  fifty  per  cent,  upon  the  binding  of 
whatever  books  are  imported  in  that  state. 

This  alteration  will  have  the  effect  of  exclud- 
ing, almost  entirely,  the  common  articles,  of  which 
the  means  of  production  in  this  country  are  al- 
most unlimited,  and  in  the  manufacture  of  which 
the  competition  is  so  great  as  to  insure  an  ample 
supply  at  fair  prices;  and  will,  at  the  same  time, 
admit  at  a  fair  rate  of  duty  those  books  in  the 
higher  departments  of  literature  and  science,  for 
which  there  is  not  yet  a  sufficient  demand  to  war- 
rant printing  them.  It  will  also  have  the  effect, 
which  is  greatly  to  be  desired,  of  preventing  those 
frauds  upon  the  revenue  which  have  been  practis- 
ed to  a  very  considerable  extent,  and  will  make 
all  importers  pay  the  same  duty  upon  the  same 
articles. 

MATHEW  CAREY,  m^  oth^s. 

Philadelphia,  7<Mif«ary  10,  1820. 
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REMONSTRANCE  AGAINST   AN   INCREASE 
OF  DUTIES,  Ac. 

r 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  January  31,  1820.] 
To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Rtpre- 
tentative*  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Con- 
gress assembled  .- 

The  undersigned  memorialists,  merchants  and 
j  inhabitants  of  Salem,  in  the  Commonwealth  of 
■Massachusetts,  and  ot  the  towns  in  its  vicinity, 
beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  represent:  That 
they  have  seen,  with  unfeigned  regret  and  sur- 
pise,  some  propositions  recently  brought  forward 
m  Congress,  and  others  advocated  by  respectable 
portions  of  the  commimity,  which,  in  their  humble 
opinions,  are  calculated  seriously  to  injure,  if  not 
eventually  to  destroy,  some  of  the  most  important 
branches  of  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the 
United  States.  The  memorialists  have  not  the 
slightest  intention  of  casting  any  imputation  of  un- 
worthy motives  upon  those,  from  whom  on  this  oc- 
casion they  feel  themselves  compelled  to  differ  in  the 
most  decided  manner.  They  are  ready  to  admit  that 
naany  of  those  who  were  inclined  to  revive  commer- 
cial prohibitions  and  restrictions,  and  to  change 
>|ome  of  the  fundamental  rules  of  our  financial 


policy,  are  governed  by  motives  solely  soggesced 
by  their  own  views  of  the  national  mterest.  They 
are  free  also  to  admit  that  the  manufacturing  in- 
terests of  the  country  deserve  to  receive  the  foster- 
ing care  and  patronage  of  the  Government.  But 
while  they  make  these  admissions,  they  also  beg 
leave  to  suggest  that  the  interests  of  commerce  are 
not  less  vital  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the 
Union  than  manufactures ;  and  that  it  never  can  be 
a  sound  or  safe  policy  to  build  up  the  one  upon  the 
ruins  of  the  other.  Under  a  wise  and  enlightened 
revenue  system,  the  commerce  of  our  country  has 
hitherto  advanced  with  a  rapidity  and  force  which 
haveexceeded  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  its 
friends.  This  commerce  has  contributed  largely 
to  the  employment  of  the  capital,  the  industry,  and 
the  enterprise  of  our  citizens.  It  has  quicKened 
the  marcn  of  agriculture,  and,  by  increasing  the 
value  as  well  as  amount  of  its  products,  has  given 
to  the  planter  and  husbandman  a  reward  in  solid 
profit  lor  their  toils.  It  has  also  materially  sus- 
tained the  credit  and  finances  of  the  nation,  by  in- 
suring a  regmlar  and  growing  revenue  through  a 
taxation  scarcely  felt,  and  cheerfully  borne  by  all 
classes  of  our  citizens.  It  has  also  given  birth  to 
our  naval  power,  by  fostering  a  hardy  race  of  sea- 
men, and  patronizing  those  arts  which  are  essen- 
tial to  the  building,  preservation,  and  equipment 
of  ships.  It  has  greatly  enlarged,  and  the  memo- 
rialists had  almost  said  created,  the  moneyed  cap- 
ital of  the  country.  And  the  memorialists  believe, 
that  it  cannot  be  too  frequently  or  deeply  inculcated 
as  an  axiom  in  political  economy,  that  productive 
capital,  in  whatever  manner  added  to  the  stock  of 
the  country,  is  equally  beneficial  to  its  best  inter- 
ests. Its  real  value  can  never  be  ascertained  by 
the  sources  from  whence  it  flows,  but  from  the 
blessings  which  it  dispenses.  A  million  of  dollars 
added  to  the  productive  capital  by  commerce  is  at 
least  as  useful  as  the  same  sum  added  by  manu- 
factures. 

The  benefits  of  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  which  have  been  enumerated,  are  not  de- 
duced from  theoretical  reasoning;  they  are  es- 
tablished by  thirty  years'  experience,  since  the 
Constitution  was  adopted.  At  that  time  our  cap- 
ital was  small,  and  had  suffered  for  a  series  of  years 
a  continual  diminution.  Our  agriculture  was  de- 
pressed, and  our  finances  were  embarrassed.  The 
changes,  which  a  thrifty  commerce  during  this  pe- 
riod has  contributed  to  produce,  are  so  striking, 
that  they  scarcely  require  to  be  stated.  There  is 
not  a  single  portion  of  the  country  that  has  not 
felt  its  beneficial  influence.  On  the  seaboard  we 
have  everywhere  flourishing  towns  ai>d  cities,  the 
busy  haunts  of  industry,  where  the  prodacts  of  our 
soil  are  accumulated  on  their  transit  to  foreign 
countries.  In  the  interior,  hundreds  of  towns  have 
arisen,  which  but  a  few  years  since  were  desolate 
wastes  or  dreary  forests.  The  agriculture  of  the 
old  States  has  grown  up  and  spread  itself  into  a 
thousand  new  directions;  and  our  cotton  and  our 
wheat,  our  tobacco  and  our  provisions,  are  admin- 
istering to  the  wants  of  millions,  to  whom  even 
our  very  name  was  but  a  short  time  ago  utterly 
unknown. 


The  memorialists  would  respectfully  ask,  if  it  be 
not  a  part  of  the  duty  of  a  wise  nation  to  profit  by 
the  lessons  of  experience  ?     Is  it  just,  is  it  salutary, 
is  it  politic,  to  abandon  a  course  which  has  so  em- 
inently conduced  to  our  welfare,  for  the  purpose 
of  trying  experiments,  the  effect  of  which  cannot 
be  fully  ascertained,  which  are  founded  upon  mere 
theoretical  doctrines,  at  best  complex  and  question- 
able, and  it  may  be,  in  practice,  ruinous  as  well  to 
morals  as  to  property  ?    Suppose  it  were  practi- 
cable to  arrest  the  present  course  of  commerce,  to 
narrow  its  limits,  and  even  reduce  it  to  the  mere 
coasting  trade  of  the  nation ;  is  it  clear  that  the 
capital,   thus  withdrawn   from   commercial  pur- 
suits, could  be  as  usefully  or  as  profitably  employed 
in  any  other  branch  of  business?     It  is  perfectly 
certain  that  such  a  change  must  be  attended  with 
.    severe  losses  to  the  merchants,  and  with  ruin  to 
numerous  classes  of  our  citizens,  to  our  seamen 
and  shipwrights,  and  other  artisans,  whose  business 
dej)ends  on,  or  is  connected  with,  commerce.    Cases 
may  possibly  arise  in  which  the  interests  of  a  re-  ' 
spectable  portion  of  the  community  may  be  justly  | 
sacrificed  ;  but  they  are  cases  of  extreme  public  ne-  I 
cessity,  not  cases  where  the  rivalry  and  the  interest  ' 
of  one  class  of  men  seek  to  sustain  themselves  by  I 
destruction  to  another.    In  a  free  country  too  it  may  I 
well  be  asked  if  it  be  a  legitimate  end  of  government 
tocontrol  the  ordinary  occupations  of  men,  and  com-  I 
pel  them  to  confine  themselves  to  pursuits  in  which 
their  habits,  their  feeling,  or  their  enterprise,  for- 
bid  them  to  engage.     While  the  manufacturers 
are  left  free  to  engage  in  their  own  peculiar  pur- 
suits, enjoying  in  common  with  others  a  reasona- 
ble protection  from  the  Government,  the  memorial- 
ists trust  it  is  no  undue  claim  on  their  own  part  to 
plead  for  the  freedom  of  commerce  also,  as  the 
natural  ally  of  agriculture  and  naval  greatness. 
Nothing,  however,  can  be  more  obvious  than  that 
many  of  the  manufacturers  and  their  friends  are 
attempting,  by  fallacious  statements,  founded  on 
an  interested  policy,  or  a  misguided  zeal,  or  very 
short-sighted  views,  to  uproot  some  of  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  our  revenue  policy,  and  to 
compel  our  merchants  to  abandon  some  of  the 
™J?*  '"crative  branches  of  commerce— branches 
which  alone  enable  us  to  contend  with  success 
agamst  the  monopoly  and  the  competition  of  for- 
eign nations. 

It  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  too,  that  these  at- 
tempts, to  which  the  memorialists  allude,  are  not 
only  repugnant  to  those  maxims  of  free  trade 
which  the  United  States  have  hitherto  so  forcibly 
and  perseveringly  contended  for  as  the  sure  foun- 
dation of  national  prosperity,  but  they  are  pressed 
upon  us  at  a  moment  when  the  statesmen  of  the 
Old  World,  Jn  admiration  of  the  success  of  our 
policy,  are  relaxing  the  rigor  of  their  own  systems, 
and  yielding  themselves  to  the  rational  doctrine, 
that  national  wealth  is  best  promoted  by  a  free  in- 
terchange of  commodities,  upon  principles  of  per- 
fect reciprocity.  May  the  memorialists  be  permit- 
ted to  say,  that  it  would  be  a  strange  anomaly  in 
America  to  adopt  a  system  which  sound  philosophy 
is  exploding  in  Europe;  to  attempt  a  monopoly  of 
the  home  market,  and  yet  claim  an  entire  freedom 
16th  CoN.  1st  Sess.— 74 


lUmoHftrance  against  an  Increase  cf  Dvties. 


T 


[  of  commerce  abroad;  to  stimulate  bur  own  man- 
1  "Jactures  to  an  unnatural  growth,  by  the  exclusion 
ot  foreign  manufactures,  and  yet  to  expect  that  no 
!  retaliatory  measures  would  be  pursued  by  other 
nations  ?    If  we  are  unwilling  to  receive  foreiff»- 
I  manufactures,  we  cannot  reasonably  suppose  that 
I  foreign  nations  will  receive  our  raw  materials  • 
we  may  force  other  nations  to  seek  an  inferior 
market  for  their  productions,  but  we  cannot  force 
;  them  to  become  buyers  when  they  are  not  sellerv 
I  or  to  consume  our  cottons  when  they  cannot  pay 
the  price  in  their  own  fabrics.    We  may  compel 
I  them  to  use  the  cotton  of  the  West  Indies,  or  of 
the  Brazils,  or  of  the  East  Indies,  or  the  wheat  of 
I  the  Mediterranean— an  experiment  in  itself  suffi- 
ciently dangeroustosomeof  our  most  vital  interests  • 
but  we  cannot  expect  them  to  carry  on  with  us  a 
ruinous  trade,  when  the  profit  is  all  on  one  side. 
Nations,  like  individuals,  will  pursue  their  own 
interests,  and   sooner   or   later  abandon  a  trade, 
however  fixed  may  be  its  habits,  where  there  is  no 
reciprocity  of  benefit. 

There  is  another  consideration  which  the  me- 
morialists would  respectfully  suggest,  that  is  en- 
titled, in  their  opinion,  to  great  weight  on  ques- 
tions of  this  namre;  and  that  is,  the  dangers  and 
inconveniences  which  fluctuations  in  the  commer- 
cial policy  of  a  nation  unavoidably  produce.    The 
trade  of  a  nation  is  of  gradual  growth,  and  forms 
its  channels  by  slow  and  almost  imperceptible  de- 
grees.    Time  and  confidence,  and  protection  and 
experience,  are  necessary  to  give  it  a  settled  course. 
It  insinuates  itself  into  the  general  commerce  of 
the  worid  with  difficulty,  and,  when  incorporated 
into  the  mass,  its  ramifications  are  so  numerous  and 
intricate,  that  they  cannot  be  suddenly  withdrawn, 
I  without  immense  losses  and  injuries.     Even  the 
temporary  stoppage  of  but  a  single  branch  of  trade 
throws   thousands   out   of  employment,   and,    by 
pressing  the  mass  of  capital  and  shipping  which 
it  held  engaged  in  its  service  into  other  branches, 
it  is  sure  to  produce  embarrassment  and  depres- 
sion, and  not  unfrequently  ruin  to  the  shipholders 
and  the  merchants.   Besides  all  this,  men  are  slow 
to  engage  their  capital  in  new  pursuits.  They  have  a 

natural  timidity  in  embarkinginenterprises  to  which 
they  are  not  accustomed ;  and  if  the  commercial 
policy  of  the  nation  is  fluctuating,  they  feel  so  much 

insecurity  in  it  that  they  are  unwilling  to  yield  them- 
selves up  even  to  prospects  apparently  inviting. 
No  nation  ever  prospered  in  commerce  until  its 
own  policy  became  settled,  and  the  channels  of  its 
trade  were  worn  deep  and   clear.     It  is  to  this 
state  of  things  that  the  capitalist  looks  with  con- 
fidence; because  he  may  conclude  that,  if  his 
profits  are  but  small,  they  are  subject  to  a  reason- 
able certainty  of  calculation.    Another  state  of 
things  may  suit  the  young  and  enterprising  spec- 
ulators; but  it  can  never  be  safe  for  a  nation  to 
found  its  revenue  upon  a  trade  that  is  not  uniform 
in  its  operations.  Tne  memorialists  most  sincerely 
believe  that  it  is  a  sound  political  maxim,  that  the 
more  free  trade  is,  and  the  more  widely  it  circu- 
lates, the  more  sure  will  be  its  prosperity  and  that 
of  the  nation.     Every  restriction,  which  is  not 
indispensable  for  purposes  of  revenue,  is  a  shoftl 
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which  will  impede  its  progress,  and  not  unfre- 
quently  jeopard  its  security. 

Having  made  these  preliminary  observations, 
which  they  cannot  deem  unworthy  of  the  serious 
attention  of  the  National  Legislature,  the  memo- 
rialists now  beg  leave  more  particularly  to  call 
the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  measures  which 
have  been  recently  proposed,  and  apparently  ap- 
proved, for  the  purpose  of  prohibiting  the  intro- 
duction of  foreign  woollen  and  cotton  goods,  and, 
as  auxiliary  thereto,  the  abolition  of  drawbacks 
and  credits  upon  the  duties  due  upon  goods  im- 
ported into  the  United  States;  measures  which, 
if  adopted,  will,  in  the  opinion  of  the  memori- 
alists, bring  a  premature  decay  and  a  general  dis- 
tress upon  the  whole  commercial  and  agricultural 
interests  of  the  nation. 

It  has  been  suggested,  both  in  and  out  of  Con- 
gress, when  measures  have  been  heretofore  pro- 
posed having  a  direct  bearing  upon  commercial 
interests,  that  the  silence  of  merchants  ought 
Justly  to  be  considered  as  an  acquiescence  in  the 
justice  and  policy  of  such  measures.  Truth  com- 
pels the  memorialists  to  say  that  the  reverse  has 
generally  been  the  case.  The  merchants  of  our 
country  have  had  a  deep,  and  it  is  hoped  not  an 
ill-founded,  confidence,  in  the  firmness,  the  wis- 
dom, and  enlightened  policy  of  Congress.  They 
have  not  been  prepared  to  suppose  that  old,  and 
well-tried,  and  successful  systems  would  be  aban- 
doned, merely  because  they  were  assailed  by  those 
whose  interest  or  whose  mistaken  zeal  led  them  to 
plan  their  overthrow.  They  have  believed  (nor 
is  it  an  idle  or  vain  credulity)  that  our  statesmen, 
selected  from  the  whole  community,  would  watch 
with  anxiety  and  diligence  over  the  interests  of 
all ;  and  that  they  would  distinguish  the  natural 
biasses  of  those  whose  judgments  were  blinded  by 
a  partial  view  of  their  own  interests,  from  the 
iust  influences  of  superior  political  foresight,  aided 
by  the  most  comprehensive  knowledge.  On  many 
occasions,  therefore,  in  which  their  interests  have 
been  assailed,  (and,  as  the  memorialists  think, 
injuriously  assailed,)  the  merchants  have  been 
silent,  not  from  indifference,  but  from  confidence ; 
not  from  a  sense  of  propriety  and  justice,  but 
from  a  proud  belief  that  their  interests  were  safe, 
when  they  were  understood,  and  that  the  National 
Legislature  could  not  be  presumed  to  want  knowl- 
edge or  inclination  to  protect  them.  On  the  pres- 
ent occasion,  however,  so  wide  have  been  the 
exertions  of  the  manufacturers,  so  plausible  some 
of  their  statements,  and  so  popular,  though  delu- 
sive, some  of  their  doctrines,  that  the  memorialists 
feel  theniselves  called  upon  to  resist  them  in  the 
most  serious  manner,  as  injurious  to  the  country, 
and  to  throw  themselves  upon  the  intelligence  and 
firmness  of  the  representatives  of  the  nation  to 
vindicate  their  rights. 

The  subjects  of  drawbacks  and  of  credit  upon 
duties  are  intimately  connected  in  their  general 
aspects,  but,  at  the  same  time,  admit  of  some  dis- 
tinct views,  which  may  well  entitle  them  to  separate 
consideration.  Both  of  them  originated  at  the 
earliest  period  of  our  Government,  and  were  in- 
corporated into  our  first  revenue  laws.    Both  of 


them  had  the  unequivocal  approbation  of  our  most 
enlightened  statesmen  of  that   day,  and  both  of 
them  have  the  sanction   of  nearly  thirty  years 
of  experience  in  their  favor.     At  no  period  of  our 
political  history,  until  the  present,  has  any  doubt 
been  publicly  breathed,  at  least  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  memorialists,  of  their  practical  advantages; 
and  during  this  whole  period  our  commerce  has 
been  progressively  increasing.     Almost  all  com- 
mercial nations,  too.  have  a  system  analogous  to 
ours  ingrafted  into  their  revenue  regulations.     In 
all,  it  is  believed,  a  discrimination  is  made  bet  ween 
goods  imported  for  home  consumption,  and  those 
designed  for  exportation ;  and  the  duties  on  the 
latter  are  very  trifling,  (^specially  when  compared 
with  the  duties  usually  paid  on  the  former.     In 
respect  to  credit  for  duties,  the  known  equivalent 
is  the  deposite  of  the  goods  in  entrepot,  and  the 
duties  are  only  paid  after  a  limited  period,  or  upon 
an  eventual  sale  in  the  domestic  market.  In  Great 
Britain,  to  whose  system  of  revenue  ours  bears 
the  strongest  resemblance,   imported    goods  are 
warehoused  under  the  joint  direction  and  keys  of 
the  Government  and  the  owner,  and  the  duties 
are  in  general  paid  when   they  are  disposed  of  in 
the  market.     This  system  of  deposite  is  exceed- 
ingly expensive,  and  onerous,  and  complicated, 
and  requires  large  stores  in  every  commercial  city, 
and  numerous  ofl5cers,  and  is  attended  with  inju- 
rious delay.     Its  object  is  to  give  the  benefit  of 
credit  to  the  merchant ;  and  it  has  that  effect,  but 
it  is  at  a  heavy  expense  to  the  Government.     In 
this  country  the  same  object  is  obtained,  at  a 
very  small  expense,  in  a  much  more  simple  way ; 
and,  where  the  officers  of  the  customs  act  with 
prudence  and  vigilance,  the  risk  of  loss  to   the 
Government,  from  the  non-payment  of  the  bonds, 
given  with  sureties,  for  the  duties,  is  small — very 
small,  indeed — compared  with  the  expense  of  the 
other  system.    In  the  district  of  Salem  and  Bev- 
erly, the  whole  amount  remaining  unpaid  on  bonds 
for  goods  imported,  from  the  origin  of  the  Gov- 
ernment  to  the  present   time,  deducting  the  de- 
bentures due  and  unpaid  on  the  same  goods,  is 
bulSl,562  46 ;  yet  that  district  alone  has  furnished 
many  millions  to  the  revenue  of  the  United  States. 
The  fact,  however,  that  in  all  foreign  commer- 
cial nations,  a  credit  is  allowed  for  duties  upon 
goods  imported,  and  a  drawback  is  allowed  di- 
rectly or  indirectly  upon  exportation,  seems  to 
justify,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  opinion  that  the 
system  is  useful    to    the   public,  and   salutary  to 
commerce.    And  the  experience  of  this  country  is 
entirely  in  its  favor.    It  may,  then,  with  some 
confidence,  be  asked,  why  should  it  be  changed  ? 
Why  should  we  leave  fact  for  conjecture,  and 
hazard  new  experiments  in  cases  where  the  great 
objects  of  the  Government  have  been  already  at- 
tained ?     Why  should  we   involve  the  immena* 
manufacturing,  agricultural,  and  other  interests, 
connected  directly  with  commerce,  in  distress  or 
ruin,  for  the  purpose  of  speculating  in  new  schemes, 
ill  adapted  to  the  state  of  our  country,  and  whose 
success  is  yet  to  be  ascertained  ?    It  appears  to  the 
memorialists  that  it  is  incumbent  on  those  who 
would  lead  the  nation  into  &uch  schemes,  to  de- 
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monstrate  their  wisdom  and  policy  before  they 
are  adopted  ;  and  not,  by  arithmetical  calculations, 
bottomed  on  visionary  notions,  to  call  upon  the 
nation  to  reject  the  lights  already  furnished  by  its 
own  experience. 

But  it  may,  perhaps,  be  inquired,  what  are  the 
benefits  derived  to  commerce  from  a  credit  upon 
duties?  The  memorialists  are  i>erfectly  willing 
to  state  some  of  the  leading  benefits,  public  as 
well  as  private;  for  in  this,  as  in  almost  all  the 
like  cases,  public  and  private  interests  go  hand  in 
hand. 

It  will  not  be  denied   that   the  United   States, 
even  at  the  present  time,  does  not,  when  com- 
pared with  the  great  nations  in  Europe,  abound  in 
moneyed  capital.     This  is  in  almost  every  nation 
a  subject  of  slow  accumulation,  even  under  cir- 
curasunces  peculiarly  favorable  to  its  growth  ;  but 
in  a   young  nation   the  obstacles  are  generally 
great,  from  the  character  and  various  pursuits  of 
the  inhabitants,  the  extent  of  their  wants,  and  the 
rivalry  and  superior  advantages   for  its  ernploy- 
naent  presented  by  flourishing  nations.     At   the 
time  when  the  United  States  adopted  its  system  of 
credits  and  drawbacks  on  duties,  its  moneyed  cap- 
ital was  very  small;  and  the  great  policy  of  the 
Governmetit  was  to  give  every  facility  for  its  full 
employment.     It  is  obvious  that  the  more  capital 
is  employed  in  commerce,, the  more  extensive  will 
be  its  reach,  and  the  more  revenue  will  be  ac- 
quired by  the  Government.     Whatever  of  capital, 
naturally  flowing  in  this  channel,  is  withdrawn 
from  it  and  remains  unemployed,  is  .so  much  lost 
to  the  commerce  of  the  country.     The  duties  upon 
the  importation  of  goods  are,  on  an  average,  at 
least  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  value  of  those 
goods,  or  of  the  capital  employed.     It  follows  that, 
if  this  is  immediately  withdrawn  from  the  funds 
of  the  merchant,  it  is  so  much  loss  of  his  com- 
mercial capital.     A  little  detail  will  render  this 
apparent.     Whenever   a    voyage   is   undertaken, 
the  merchant  invests  as  much  capital  as  bethinks 
necessary  for  the  purchase  of  the  goods  to  be  im- 
ported, and  also  as  much  more  as  will  be  neces- 
sary to  meet  all  the  disbursements  and  expenses  of 
the  voyage.     All  this  is  paid  in  advance.     When 
the  goods  are  imported,  they  are  not  immediately 
sold.     The  market  may  be  depressed,  or  the  goods 
be  of  slow  consumption,  or  not  be  adapted  to  the 
wants  of  this  country,  or  be  ultimately  destined 
for  a  foreign  market.     In  these  cases,  (and  these 
are  common  cases,)  it  is  obvious  that  no  immedi- 
ate sale  can  be  made  without  great  sacrifices 

sacrifices  which  are  wholly  inconsistent  with  any 
profitable  commerce.  Even  when  sales  are  effected, 
they  are  rarely  made  for  cash.  A  credit  is  almost 
universally  allowed  to  the  purchaser,  varying  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  of  the  commodity  and  the 
demand  in  the  market,  from  four  to  eight,  and 
even  twelve  months.  Under  such  circumstances, 
if  a  cash  payment  is  required  for  the  duties,  it  is 
obvious  that  the  mtrchant  must  either,  in  antici- 
pation of  this  demand,  gradually  withdraw  from 
his  other  business  a  portion  of  his  capital  equal  to 
the  duties;  or  he  must  divert  an  equal  portion 
ready  to  be  employed  in  another  Toyage ;  or  he 


must  procure  money  upon  credit  from  other  sources, 
loaded  with  the  payment  of  interest ;  or  he  must 
consent  to  make  enormous  sacrifices,  by  an  imme- 
diate forced  sale.    If  he  be  a  prudent,  cautious 
merchant,  this  very  circumstance  will  operate  to 
prevent  him  from  employing  his  whole  capital  in 
commerce,  lest  he  should   be  compelled  to  make 
ruinous  sacrifices,  or,  by  a  mere  temporary  depres- 
sion of  the  market,  be  exposed  to  the  most  pain- 
ful embarrassments.     It  is  with  the  express  view 
of  preventing  this  palsy  upon  commercial  opera- 
tions, that  a  credit  upon  duties  has  been  allowed 
by  the  wise  and  great  men  who  have  hitherto 
governed  our  country  ;  and  this  credit  is  carefully 
adjusted  to  the  different  portions  of  our  trade,  so 
as  to  form  a  credit  equal,  in  a  general  view,  to  the 
time  consumed  and  credit  allowed  before  the  mer- 
chant receives  his  money  upon  the  sales  of  the 
goods  upon  which  the  specific  duties  have  accrued. 
In  confirmation  of  this  general  statement,  the 
memorialists  would  respectfully  call  the  attention 
of  Congress  to  the  East  India  trade — a  trade  in 
which  Salem  has  been  long,  and  deeply,  and  suc- 
cessfully engaged ;  a  trade,  too,  which,  however, 
decried  by  the  misguided  zeal  of  some,  and  the 
interested  suggestions  of  others,  has  largely  con- 
tributed to  the  revenue  of  the  United  States,  and 
yields  not  in  importance  to  any  other  branch  of 
commerce.     Voyages  to  the  East  Indies  are  under- 
taken at  very  heavy  expense,  and  with  proportion- 
ably  large  capitals.     The  goods  that  are  brought 
home  consist  of  articles  either  of  such  high  prices, 
such  slow  consumption,  or  of  such  bulk  and  quan- 
tity, as  require  a  considerable  length  of  time  be- 
fore they  can  be  sold  at  a  reasonable  profit,  and 
the  money  actually  realized  upon  the  sale.     The 
home  market,  too,  for  many  of  these  goods,  is  so 
limited,  that,  ultimately,  a  re-exportation  to  Eu- 
rope becomes  indispensable ;  and,  after  a  second 
voyage,  thus  undertaken,  the  proceeds  find  their 
way,  by  a  circuitous  remittance,  to  England ;  and 
then  again,  before  the  merchant  can  realize  his 
funds,  he  must  have  notice  of  the  remittance,  and 
be  able  to  sell  his  exchange  at  a  reasonable  rate  in 
the  market.     It  is  not  uncommon  for  cargoes  de- 
signed for  home  consumption  to  remain  on  hand 
for  six  months,  and   sometimes  a  twelvemoAjh; 
and  when  sales  are  effected,  the  usual  credit  is 
from  four  to  eight  and  twelve  months.     So  that, 
even  with  the  credit  for  duties  allowed  in  this 
trade,  it  usually  happens  that  the  first  and  second 
instalments  become  due  before  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  have  been  realized,  and,  not  unfreqoentlr. 
before  the  cargoes  have  been  finally  disposed  of. 
Yet  the  duties  on  these  voyages  are  exceedingly 
heavy,  amounting,  in  some  ca.ses,  to  9100,000;  a 
sum  which  even  our  wealthiest  merchants  could 
not  readily  advance,  and  which  would  materiallr 
check  even   their  commercial  expeditions.     It  u 
not  too  much  to  declare  that,  in  all  probability,  an 
abolition  of  the  credit  of  duties  would  immedi- 
ately occasion  a  diminution   of  the  East  India 
trade  one-quarter  part,  and,  of  course,  occasion  a 
prop>ortionate  diminution  of  our  revenue,  and  of 
emplovment  to  those  whose   bread  is  as  hardly 
earned,  and  whose  lives  are  as  dear,  and  whose 
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wei£are  is  as  important  to  the  country,  as  those  of 
the  manufacturers,  who  seek  to  found  their  own 
fortunes  upon  the  ruins  of  this  commerce. 

Some  of  the  ill  effects  which  would  result  from 
the  abolition  of  this  credit  will  be  obvious  to  the 
most  careless  observer.  There  is  no  pretence  to 
say  that  there  is  a  superabundance  of  moneyed 
capital  in  our  country.  The  universal  .opinion 
proclaims,  in  a  manner  too  audible  and  too  distmct 
to  be  misunderstood,  that  much  of  the  public  dis- 
tress arises  from  a  deficiency  of  capital.  The  first 
effect,  therefore,  of  the  abolition  of  this  credit, 
would  be  a  diminution  of  active  capital  engaged 
in  trade,  and  yielding  a  profit.  It  would  be  hoard- 
ed up  to  meet  the  anticipated  demands  of  the  Gov- 
ernment for  accruing  duties.  The  revenue  would, 
as  has  been  already  mtimated,  immediately  suffer. 
But  other  evils,  of  a  still  graver  cast,  would  ensue. 
Men  of  small  capitals  could  no  longer  engage  in 
trade,  and  least  of  all  in  a  trade  where  the  voya- 
ges were  long  and  the  returns  slow.  Capitalis^ts, 
and  they  alone,  could  successfully  carry  on  the 
great  branches  of  commerce ;  and  in  their  hands 
It  would  become  a  monop<)ly,  which  they  might 
wield  and  manage  at  their  own  pleasure.  The 
young  and  enterprising  merchants  would  be  crushed 


m  their  attempts  at  competition,  and  would  be 
compelled  to  navigate  only  in  those  narrow  chan- 
nels where  trade  almost  stagnates,  or  yields  a 
scanty  subsistence.  Another  necessary  result  would 
be  the  enhancement  of  the  prices  of  all  Ibreign 
articles  of  domestic  consumption.  The  merchant 
would  charge  an  interest  and  profit  upon  every 
advance  made  to  the  Government  in  the  shape  of 
duties;  and  thus  the  consumer,  upon  whom  all 
such  charges  ultimately  fall,  would  pay  these  ad- 
ditionai  charges,  together  with  the  enhanced  price, 
which  a  smaller  importation,  with  an  equal  de- 
inand,  would  necessarily  produce.  These  are  evils 
of  noordmary  magnitude;  and  it  is  confidently 
believed  that  no  wise  Legislature  would  introduce 
them  upon  mere  s|>eculations,  thus  taxing  the 
whole  for  the  conjectural  benefit  of  the  few. 

In  respect  to  drawbacks,  some  additional  con-  i 
siderations  seem  necessary  to  be  stated,  inasmuch  | 
as  the  subject  has  been  greatly  misunderstood  by  i 
some  of  those  who  advocate  their  abolition.     The  ' 
drawback  of  duties  is  allowed  upon  importations  I 
of  goods  into  the  country,  which  are  re-exported  i 
within  a  year  from  the  time  of  their  entry.     The  ' 
object  of  the  system  is  to  increase  the  navigation 
and  commerce  of  the  country,  by  securing  to  our  i 
citizens   a  carrying  trade,   between   distant   and 
foreign  nations,  in  commodities  which  are  either 
unsuitable  to  our  market,  or  of  which  a  great  sur- 
plus is  imported.     In  every  such  case,  the  Govern- 
ment derives  a  direct  revenue  of  two  and  one-half 
per  cent,  on   the  duties  of  the  re-exported  goods ;  i 
this  amount  being  always  retained.     This  is  a  1 
positive  benefit  to  the  Government.     It  is  obvious  i 
that,  if  no  drawback  were  allowed  upon  such  re-  j 
exportation,  no  surplus  beyond   the  consumption  i 
would  ever  be  imported ;  for,  upon  such  re-expor- ' 
^tion,  the  goods  would  be  loaded  with  the  whole  ! 
duly,  and  the  merchant  could  not  afford  to  sell 
them  so  cheap  in  the  foreign  market,  by  the  full  i 


amount  of  that  duty,  which  would  much  exceed 
the  whole  profit  reasonably  to  be  expected  upon 
the  goods.  Under  such  circumstances,  the  ship- 
ping and  capital  of  foreign  merchants  would  be 
exclusively  engaged  in  the  carrying  trade,  and  all 
the  benefits  of  an  increased  employment  for  our 
seamen,  our  shipwrights,  and  our  ships,  including 
freight  and  profits,  would  be  entirely  lost.  This 
IS  stated  upon  the  supposition  that  such  a  trade 
could  not  be  carried  on,  except  circuitously,  and 
after  an  actual  importation  into  the  United  States; 
and  this  is  regularly  true  in  respect  to  the  whole 
trade  with  the  British  East  Indies,  with  which 
we  are  not  permitted  to  carry  on  any  trade  direct 
to  Europe,  but  are  compelled,  by  treaty,  first  to 
land  the  goods  in  the  United  States. 

In  respect  to  the  other  portions  of  the  carrying 
trade,  the  abolition  of  drawbacks  would  immedi- 
ately lead  to  a  direct  trade  between  foreign  ports, 
whenever  foreign  nations  would  permit  our  mer- 
chants to  engage  m  it.     This  would  compel  them 
to  equip,  repair,  and  man  their  ships  in  Europe, 
and  thus  to  give  all  their  disbursements  in  this 
great  trade  to  foreigners.     No  goods  would  be  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  either  from  Europe 
or  India,  which  were  not  indf*pensable  for  our  con- 
sumption ;  and  this  diminished  supply  of  the  home 
market  would  increase  speculation,  and  tend  to 
produce,  in  a  very  great  degree,  alternating  fluctua- 
tions from  a  depressed  to  a  high  market.      Com- 
mercial adventures  would  be  thereby  rendered  more 
hazardous  and  precarious,  since  the  foreign  market 
would  be  ordinarily  cut  off  after  an  importation 
into  the  United  States;  and  if,  at  any  moment, 
the  foreign  market  should  happen  to  be  so  high  as 
to  justify  an  exportation,  an  artificial  scarcity,  far 
l>eyond  what  now  can  ever  arise,  would  immedi- 
ately  ensue  in  the  United  States.      The  abolition 
I  of  drawbacks  would,  in  this  view,  operate  as  a  di- 
1  rect  tax  upon  the  consumers  in  this  country.     It 
1  would  diminish  the  productive  revenue,  and  give 
I  a  foreign  character  to  our  seamen  and  commerce, 
i  instead  of  concentrating  both  as  their  home  in  the 
I  bosom  of  the  country.     Nor  should  it  be  forgotten 
how  highly  important  the  carrying  trade  ha*  hith- 
erto been,  and  how  much  it  has  increased  our  mo- 
neyed capital.     During  the  years  1802,  1803,  and 
1804,  the  drawbacks  allowed,  on  an  averaf^e  of 
these  years,  considerably  exceeded  a  quarter^part 
of  the  duties  secured  to  the  Government ;  in  the 
succeeding  years,  1805,  1806,  and  1807,  they  con- 
stituted more  than  a  third  of  the  whole  duties.    So 
that,  on  an  average  of  these  six  years,  the  last 
three  of  which  were  the  most  prosperous  years  of 
our  commerce,  the  carrying  trade  constituted  nearlf 
one-third  of  our  whole  foreign  commerce.      And 
although  this  carrying  trade  be  now,  from  the 
general  state  of  the  world,  somewhat  diminished, 
yet  it  still  remains  one  of  the  most  lucrative  bran- 
ches of  our  commerce,  and  yields  a  steady  revenue 
to  the  Government.     Under  this  aspect  of  the  sub- 
ject, the  memorialists  would  respectfully  inquire 
whether  the  abolition  of  drawbacks  would  not  be 
disastrous  to  the  most  important  interests  of  oui 
country,  and  dry  up  .some  of  the  best  sources  of  our 
national  glory  as  well  as  national  wealth  ?    Let  it 
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be  considered,  also,  that  the  policy  of  all  commer- 
cial nations  has  uniformly  dictated  the  same  course, 
and  that  drawbacks,  or  their  equivalent,  are  uni- 
formly held  out  as  an  encouragement  to  importa- 
tions, and  thus  the  supply  is  always  kept  consider- 
ably above  the  domestic  consumption,  and  enter- 
nrise  and  industry  are  protected  and  rewarded. 
Will  America  be  the  first  to  abandon  a  policy  by 
which  she  has  so  greatly  profited?  At  the  very 
moment  when  her  commerce  is  gasping  for  life, 
from  the  accumulated  competitions  of  foreign  na- 
tions, zealous  for  their  own  interests,  will  she  aid 
the  blows  aimed  at  its  existence,  and  consign  it  to 
a  premature  destruction  ? 

The  next  subject  to  which  the  memorialists 
would  respectfully  ask  the  attention  of  Congress, 
is  a  measure  very  pertinaciously  and  zealously  ad- 
vocated by  manufacturers  and  their  friends — they 
mean  the  entire  prohibition,  either  directly,  or  by 
duties  equivalent  to  a  prohibition,  of  the  importa- 
tion of  cotton  and  woollen  goods.     That  the  tariff 
of  duties  now  existing  is  singularly  favorable  to 
manufactures,  the  memorialists  had  supposed  would 
have  been  freely  admitted.     Whatever  articles  are 
useful  for  domestic  manufactures  pay  but  a  trivial 
duty ;  whatever  articles  can  be  wrought  here  are 
loaded  with  a  heavy  duty,  varying  from  fifteen  to 
thirty  per  cent,  ad  valorem.     The  duty  upon  East 
India  cottons  is  indeed  enormous,  and  practically 
amounts  to  a  total  prohibition.     The  coarser  fab- 
rics of  cotton  in  the  British  East  Indies  cost  about 
six  cents  a  square  yard,  and  were  formerly  import- 
ed ia  large  quantiUes  into  the  United  States,  and 
supplied  the  poorer  classes  of  citizens  with  neces- 
sary though  humble  clothing.     The  tariff  directs 
all  such  cottons  to  be  estimated  at  the  cost  of 
twenty-five  cents  per  square  yard,  and  levies  upon 
them,  therefore,  a  duty  of  one  hundred  per  cent-, 
or  a  sum  equal  to  their  original  cost.     During  the 
years  1802,  1803,  and  1804,  the  average  imports 
from  the  British  East  Indies  were  about  three  mil- 
lions and  a  half  of  dollars;  of  which  a  little  short 
of  three  millions  were  goods  paying  ad  valorem 
duties,  being  principally  white  cotton  goods.     In 
1807,  the  goods  paying  ad  valorem  duties,  imported 
from  the  same  places,  had  increased  to  upwards  of 
four  millions  of  dollars.     In  the  same  year  fifteen 
ships  were  employed  in  this  trade  from  the  town 
of  Salem  alone.     In  the  past  year  two  only  have 
been  so  employed,  and,  for  the  four  years  last  past,  no 
cotton  piece  goods  have  been  imported  into  this 
town   lor    home    consumption;    the    duty   alone 
amounting  to  a  prohibition.     The  sacrifice  of  this 
iiranch  of  our  trade  alone  has  very  seriously  af- 
fected the  whole  mercantile  community  engaged 
in  East   India  commerce,  and  has  nowhere  been 
more  sensibly  or  injuriously  felt  than  in  Salem. 
It  has  operated,  too,  as  an  excessive  tax  upon  the 
poorer  classes  of  the  community,  who  have  been 
compelled  to  buy  domestic  fabrics  to  supply  their 
wants,  at  higher  prices,  which  their  narrow  means 
could  ill  aflord.     It  has  also  annually  struck  off 
from  the  revenue  of  the  Government  the  whole 
duty  upon  seven-eighths  of  the  importations  of  East 
India  cottons ;  that  proportion  having  been  ab- 
sorbed by  the  domestic  consumption.     The  loss  to 


our  ship  owners,  and  seamen,  and  commerokl  «f- 
tisans,  has  been  proportionably  great.  And  tlie 
memorialists  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  their 
decided  convictions,  that  this  sacrifice  was  not 
called  for  by  the  public  interests,  but  was  a  liberal 
indulgence  granted  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the 
manufacturers,  and  pressed  upon  the  nation  by 
their  importunate  solicitations.  However  painful 
this  measure  was,  it  was  borne  in  silence,  under 
the  hope  that  experience  would  one  day  establish 
the  propriety  of  its  repeal,  and  that  the  zeal  of  the 
manufacturers  would  be  satisfied  with  the  destrtie- 
tioii  of  one  branch  of  commerce,  and  the  heavy 
duties  imposed  upon  all  others. 

These  expectations,  however,  have  not   been 

I  realized;  and  the  memorialists  now  learn,  with 

I  regret,  that  one  sacrifice  is  to  be  demanded  after 

I  another,  and  one  prohibition  heaped  upon  another, 

by  the  friends  of  manufactures,  until  all  the  sources 

I  of  foreign  commerce  are  dried  up,  and  domestic 

j  manufactures  sustained,   by  enormous   bounties, 

absorb  the  whole  moneyed  capital  of  the  nation. 

The  memorialists  would   most  respectfully,  but 

most  solemnly,  protest  against  the  policy  and  the 

justice  of  sucn  measures. 

And  what  are  the  claims,  die  memorialists  beg 
leave  respectfully  to  ask,  of  any  class  of  our  citH 
zens,  to  throw  such  enormous  burdens  upon  the 
other  classes  of  the  community  ?     Is  the  agricul- 
tural interest  nothing?    Is  the  commercial  interest 
nothing?    Are  the  interest  of  the  public  and  its 
revenues  nothing?    The  cotton  and  woollen  trade 
is  already  loaded  with  twenty  and  twenty-five  per 
cent,  drfties ;  and  if  there  be  added  the  freight  and 
charges  upon  importation,  the  domestic  manufac- 
tures have  now  an  encouragement  of  the  profit  of 
from  thirty  to  thirty-five  per  cent,  more  than  the  Eu- 
ropean manufacturers  possess,  if  the  same  art 
can  be  manufactured  as  cheap  at  home  as  abr 
In  respect  to  the  East  India  cotton  trade,  the  encou- 
ragement is  still  more  striking;  the  duties  upon 
the  coarsest  fabrics  in  that  trade  amounting,  as  nas 
been  already  seen,  to  one  hundred  per  cent,  upon 
the  original  cost.     And   if  cotton  and  woollen 
goods  cannot  be  manufactured  here  and  sold  as 
cheap,  with  all  these  differences  of  duty  in  their 
favor,  does  it  not  establish. the  conclusion  that  such 
manufactures  are  not  the  natural  growth  of  otir 
present  situation,  and  are  not  adapted  to  the  phy- 
sical, and  moral,  and  happy  condition  of  the  peo- 
ple?  Why  should  the  farmer,  and  the  planter,  and 
the  merchant,  and  the  mechanics,  and  the  laboring' 
classes  of  the  community,  be  taxed  for  the  neces- 
saries of  life  a  sum  equal  to  more  than  one-quarter 
part  of  their  whole  expenditures  on  these  objects, 
that  the  manufacturers  may  put  this  sum  into 
their  own  pockets? 

The  memorialists  are  no  enemies  to  manufac- 
tures ;  but  they  most  sincerely  express  it  as  their 
deliberate  judgment  that  no  manufactures  ought 
to  be  patronized  in  the  country  which  will  not 
grow  up  and  support  themselves  in  every  compe- 
tition in  the  market,  under  the  ordinary  protecting 
duty ;  that  the  only  manufactures  which  can  um- 
mately  flourish  here  are  those  which  are  of  slow 
growth  and  moderate  profit,  such  as  can  be  carricMA 
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on  by  capitalists  with  economy  and  steadiness; 
and  that  a  change  of  system,  which  should  sud- 
denly introduce  great  profits,  by  encouraging  un- 
due speculation,  and  the  expectation  of  inordinate 
gain,  would  end  in  the  deepest  injuries  even  to 


Manufacturing  establishment^.    The  history  of  the    tPm.t»t         /     '        ^^  '^°"'^  ^°'^  °"» permanent 
cotton  manufactories  in  New  Enlnd  co3etl^    1^1^  '°°l,^-.''""?«l"'.^'  ^°°°?<^^.^<1  ^'th  a  sense 


cotton  manufactories  in  New  England  completely 
demonstrates  the  truth  of  these  positions.     They 
grew  up  gradually,  under  the  protection  of  our  or- 
dinary duties,  in  a  time  of  peace,  and  were  profita- 
ble to  those  engaged  in  them.  But  when  the  embar- 
go and  non-importation  systems  produced  a  defi- 
ciency in  the  foreign  sunply,  a  feverish  excitement 
was  produced;    manufactories    were  established 
without  sufficient  capital;  extravagant  expendi- 
tures m  buildings  and  machinery  followed ;  for  a 
while  the  demand  was  great,  and  the  profits  high 
but,  upon  the  return  of  the  ordinary  stale  of  things' 
many  of  these  establishments  sunk,  one  after  an- 
other, and  involved  their  owners  in  ruin.     And 
such,  in  the  opinion  of  the  memorialists,  would  be 
the  scene  acted  over  again  in  a  few  years,  if  the 
manufacturers  could  now  succeed  in  accomplish- 
ing their  present  objects.     For  a  short  time  their 
establishments  would  flourish;  but  in  a  free  coun- 
try like  ours,  there  would  be  a  reaction  of  the  other 
Sreat  interests  of  the  community,  and  the  national 
istress  and  national  policy  would  soon  require  a 
repeal  of  the  monopolizing  system.     A  moderate 
protecting  duty  is  the  best  support  of  domestic 
manufactures,  lor  the  very  reason  that  it  may  be 
safely  calculated  on  as  permanent.     It  may  not 
encourage  speculation,  but  it  will  encourage  the 
employrnent  of  capital,  as  fast  as  safety  and  a  rea- 
sonable profat  are  connected  with  it. 

Nor  will  the  high  prices  and  eventual  insecurity 
to  domestic  manufactures  be  the  only  evils  attend- 
ant upon  this  prohibitory  system.     It  will  encou- 
rage smuggling  and   frauds   to  an   extent  truly 
formidable  and  never  yet  practised  in  our  coun- 
try; and  the  same  effect  will  arise,  though  in  a 
more  limited  degree,  from  the  abolition  of  draw- 
hacks  and  credit  on  duties.     The  utter  impossibU- 
Jty  of  suppressing  frauds   and  smuggling,  where 
the  markets  are  very  high,  and  thrprohibiiions 
very  extensive,  has  been  demonstrated  bv  the  ex- 
perience of  all  Europe.     During  the  most  rigorous  ' 
entorcement  of  the  continental  exclusion  of  Brit- 
ish manufactures,  aided  by  civil  vigilance,  and 
military  bayonets  and  despotic  powerT  these  man- 
ufactures found  their  way  into  every  part  of  Eu- 
•  rope,  from  the  cottage  to  the  throne.     Great  Brit- 
ain herself,  insulated  as  she  is,  and  with  a  naval 
force  adequate  to  every  object,  has  not  been  able 
to  suppress  smuggling.   Prohibited  goods  find  their 
way  into  the  United  Kingdom,  notwithstanding 
tfie  vigilance  of  her  custom-houses,  and  the  un- 
wearied jealousy  of  her  manufacturers.    In  the 
United  States,  with  a  thousand  miles  of  seacoast 
indented  with  innumerable  bays  and  harbors,  hoW 
can  It  be  rea^nablv  expected  that  the  temptations 
to  Illicit  traffic  will  not  soon  outweigh  the  habits 

fi^  K  fiT  ^°  ^^^  ^*^"'  ^sP^cially  when  those 
laws  shall  become  odious,  as  the  supposed  instru- 
ments of  one  class  to  oppress  another?  Hitherto 
our  country  has  exhibiteTa  spectacle  not  unwor- 


thy of  a  free  people.  Frauds  upon  the  revenue 
have  been  comparatively  few;  and  smuggling  has 
been  repressed  by  the  general  sense  of  the  mercan- 
tile community.  What  system  could  be  more  dis- 
astrous than  that  which  should  hold  out  permanent 


^      . e'i5""6>  v-uuuccicu  wiin  a 

ot  the  inapolicy  and  injustice  of  the  laws  ?  The 
memorialists  believe  that  one  of  the  first  objects  of 
egislation  is  to  become  auxiliary  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  morals  of  the  people,  by  interfering  as 
little  as  possible  with  pursuits  consonant  with  their 
habits  and  feelings,  lawful  in  their  objects,  and 
adapted  to  their  wants. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  memorialists  would  respect- 
fully state  their  unequivocal  opinion,  that  allthe 
measures  to  which  they  have  alluded  are  calcu- 
lated to  impair  our  naval  strength  and  glory  •  to 
injure  our  most  profitable  commerce;  to  diminish 
m  an  alarming  degree,  the  public  revenue;  to  pro^ 
mote  unjustifiable  speculation;    to  enhance  the 
prices  of  manufactures;  to  throw  the  great  busi- 
ness and  trade  of  the  nation  into  the  hands  of  a 
lew  capitahsLs,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  industrious 
and  enterprising  of  other  classes;  to  introduce  gen- 
eral distress  among  commercial  artisans  and  agri- 
culturists; to  aggravate  the  present  distress  of  the 
other  classes  of  the  community;  to  provoke  and 
extend  an  undue  appetite  for  fraud  and  smuggling  • 
and,  in  fine,  to  destroy  many  of  the  great  object^ 
tor  which  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
was  originally  framed  and  adopted. 

The  memorialists,  therefore,  most  respectfully 
ask  the  interposition  of  Congress  to  prevent  these 
great  evils,  and  to  promote  the  general  good,  by  a 
perseverance  in  that  system,  under  the  protection 
ot  which  our  commerce,  and  navigation,  and  affri- 
cuture  have  flourished ;  a  system,  conceived  in 
political  wisdom,  justified  by  experience,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  soundest  maxims  of  national  econ- 
omy. 

Salem, /antwrj/,  1820. 
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PROHIBITION  OF   FOREIGN   COTTON  AND 
WOOLLEN  FABRICS,  AND  IRON. 


[Communicated  to  the  House,  Februarj  1,  1820.] 
Treasury  Department,  Jan.  27,  1820. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  4th  in.tant,  directing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  "  to  inform  the  tfouse 
what  reduction,  in  his  opinion,  it  will  make  in  the 
revenue,  il  the  importation  of  cotton  and  woollen 
manufactures,and  iron,  be  prohibited ;  and  in  what 
nianner  the  deficit  in  the  revenue  may  be  supplied, 
should  the  prohibition  be  made;"  I  have  the  honoi 
to  submit  statements  of  the  amount  of  revenue 

roVc      *,'if '"^^  ^^o™  ^^ose  articles  from  the  yeai 
1815  to  1818,  inclusive. 

The  verv  gieat  difference  in  the  amount  of  rev- 
enue which  accrued  during  those  years  renders  it 
dimcult  to  determine  what  the  reduction  would  be, 
should  the  prohibition  be  enforced.  It  is  probable 
that  the  deficiency,  for  a  number  of  successive 
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years,  would  amount  to  the 


average 


sum  of  six 


millions  of  dollars. 

If  an  increase  of  the  rate  of  duty  would  neces- 
sarily augment  the  revenue  in  the  same  proportion, 
the  deficiency  might  be  readily  supplied.  But  rea- 
son and  experience  forbid  the  expectation  of  such 
a  result,  the  importation  of  foreign  merchandise  is 
regulated  by  the  capacity  of  the  importing  country 
to  pay  an  equivalent  for  them.  Any  increase  of 
duty  diminishes  this  capacity.  When  carried  to 
an  extreme,  it  amounts  to  prohibition.  But  the 
revenue  will  frequently  be  diminished  by  an  in- 
crease of  duty,  when  the  consumption  of  the  article 
is  not  diminished.  Whenever  the  duty  is  raised 
so  high  as  to  equal  the  risk  incurred  by  an  attempt 
to  introduce  dutiable  articles  illicitly,  smuggling, 
upon  an  extensive  and  systematic  plan,  commences. 
In  that  case,  not  only  their  consumption,  but  the 
capacity  to  pay  for  them,  may  be  increased,  whilst 
the  revenue  may  be  diminished. 

Considering  the  facilities  which  the  extent  of 
our  coasts  and  frontiers,  and  the  numerous  har- 
bors, bays,  inlets,  and  rivers,  by  which  they  are 
indented,  furnish  for  the  illicit  introduction  of  for- 
eign merchandise,  the  settled  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment has  been  to  diminish,  as  far  as  practicable, 
the  temptation  which  high  duties  would  furnish  to 
take  advantage  of  these  facilities.  Should  the  ex- 
isting duties  be  considerably  raised,  there  is  just 
ground  to  apprehend  that  the  revenue  will  be 
reduced  rather  than  augmented  by  the  change. 
Indeed,  there  is  just  reason  to  believe  that,  with  the 
present  rate  of  duty,  the  practice  of  smuggling  is 
gradually  increasing.  Any  attempt  to  raise  the 
deficiency  which  will  be  produced  by  the  prohibi- 
tion under  consideration,  by  an  increase  of  duty 
upon  the  articles  which  will  still  be  imported,  will 
greatly  increase  the  expense  of  collection,  by  the 
necessity  which  it  would  create  to  employ  a  greater 
number  of  officers  of  the  customs  to  guard  against 
smuggling,  and  eventually  fail  to  augment  the 
revenue  to  the  required  extent.  The  principal  reli- 
ance for  supplying  the  deficiency  which  would  be 
produced  by  the  adoption  of  the  measure  contem- 

Elated   by  the  resolution,  must,  it  appears  to  me, 
e  placed  in  a  system  of  internal  duties  or  direct 
tax. 

In  aid  of  either  of  these  modes  of  augmenting  the 
revenue,  a  small  addition  might  be  made  upon  the 
rate  of  duty  now  paid  upon  linens,  manufactures 
of  hemp,  stuff  goods,  coffee,  brown  sugar,  teas, 
wines,  molasses,  spices,  and  other  small  articles. 
If  a  system  of  internal  duties  should  be  deemed  at 
this  time  advisable,  an  entire  prohibition  of  ardent 
spirits  might  be  adopted  without  material  injury 
to  the  revenue,  and  with  manifest  advantage  to 
the  agricultural  interest.  In  that  event,  the  reve- 
nue which  has  been  heretofore  received  ftom  the 
duties  imposed  upon  foreign  spirits  might  be  col- 
lected from  domestic  spirits. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 

WILLIAM  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
The  Honorable  Speaker 

Of  tlie  House  of  Reps. 


A  statement  of  the  duties  arising  on  imported  met- 
ehandise  paying  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  twenty- Ave 
per  cent,  to  the  30M  Jane,  1819,  of  which  wooUens 
and  cottons  form  almost  the  exclusive  articles,  for  the 
years  1815,  1816,  1817,  anti  ^^i^,  with  the  amount 
of  drawback  annually  paid  on  rc'cxporlaiion. 


TBARS. 

Amount  of 
duties. 

Amount  of 
drawback. 

Net  amount 
of  duties. 

1815  . 

1816  • 

1817  - 

1818  - 

$17,813,277 

11,013,142 

4,967,50:1 

6,763,008 

$189,768 
981,791 
644,653 
534,307 

$17,623,509 

10,031,351 

4,322,850 

6,218,701 

NoTB.— Th«  TreMunr  records  do  aci.  aflTorl  any  meant  of  aaeer- 
Uininf  the  amount  of  cfuiiet,  to  as  to  disiiufuith  wuollena  (roin  the 
various  descriplions  of  coiiont,  wheiher  from  Indu  ur  Eurupe ;  nor 
of  cotiun  yams  from  cotton  piece  gouds. 

TmxABCHT  DsrAKTxxirT, 

Register's  Office,  Jan.  7,  1820. 

JOSEPH  N0UR8E,  RegUter. 
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Bahmces  in  tke  Treatury—PuUic  Debt. 


TREASURY— PUBUC 
T. 


[Communicated  to  the  House,  February  3,  1820.] 
Treasury  Depahtment,  Jan.  24,  1820. 
*       Sir  :  In  obedience  to  i-undry  resolutions  of  the 
, House  of  Representatirej  of  the  17th  instant,  di- 
recting the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report, 
first,  the  actual  balances  in  the  Treasury,  and  in 
,the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  as  agent  of  the  Navy 
';ind  War  Departments,  and  the  amount  of  any 
,  mibiect  to  the  control  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
,Binking  Fund,  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1820  ; 
second,  the  principles  upon  which  the  receipts  into' 
the  Treasury  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  for 
the  year  1820  have   been  estimated  ;  and,  third 
what  amount  of  the  public  debt  will  be  redeema- 
ble, according  to  the  terms  of  the  contract,  in  the 
years  1820,  1821, 1822, 1823,  and  4824 ;  and  what 
amount  would  be  left  of  the  Sinking  Fund  in  each 
year  respectively  after  payment  of  the  interest  of 
the  public  debt,  and  the  portion  of  the  principal 
Which  may  be  redeemable  within  the  year  ;  I  have 
the  honor  to  submit  two  statements,  marked  A. 
'#iid  D. 

«u  '^  ^ru  P?y™«nts  for  public  lands  are  made  when 
they  iall  due,  the  greatest  accuracy  might  be  at- 
torned m  estimating  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury 
ttom  the  sales  previously  made.  So  far  as  the 
receipts  would  be  affected  by  sales  made  during 
tfae  year  embraced  by  the  estimate,  it  would  neces- 
sarily be  conjectural.  But,  as  the  purchasers  are 
subject  to  no  penalty  for  delay  of  payment  until 

the  CTni  rat  inn  r>f  fi  ./a  ,.««-„    r___    .L*:    'i    .  -     . 


theeiniratinnV  fi  '  r  '  oVPaym^nt  until       agent  ol  the  War  Department  - 

tAe  expiration  of  five  years  from  the  date  of  the    In  his  hands  a^.  agent  of  the  Navv 
»le,  except  the  payment  of  interpst    =,    cro«o«i        Dpnartmpn.   ^.  ^^^ 


»le,  except  the  payment  of  interest,  a  general 
want  of  punctuality  everywhere  prevails  The 
sums  which  ought  to  be  paid  at  the  end  of  the 
second,  thu-d  and  fourth  years,  are  more  generally 
paid  in  the  fifth  year.  *  ^ 

If  the  indulgence  which,  since  the  year  1809 
has  been  unilormly  extended  to  the  purchasers  of 


which  would  be  receivable  during  the  fifth  vear 
after  it  was  contracted,  fiut  the  frequent 'imd 
general  indulgence  which  has  been  extended  to 
the  purchasers  of  the  public  land  has  rendered  the 
apprication  of  this  rufe  for  estimating  the  receipts 
mto  the  Treasury  from  that  source  of  the  revei^ue 

f«?r' n^^""?;  •''^'  The  payment  of  interest  is,  in 
fact,  under  this  system  of  indulgence,  the  princiwl 
inducement  to  tie  punctual  discharge  oY  the  m- 
s  alments  as  they  become  due,  or  at  any  later  pe- 

mnrl  tK  ?^  V'^  °^  '"°''7  ''  generally  woS 
more  than  legal  interest,  w£ere  the  payments  are 
made,  the  want  of  punctuality  will  probably  be- 
come more  general.  In  estimating  the  probable 
receipts  mto  the  Treasury  during  The  year  1820 
inore  reliance  has  been  placed  upon  the  quantity 
of  land  which  will  within  the  year  be  offered  at 
public  sale,  than  upon  the  sums  which  may  be 
payable  during  that  period  on  account  of  sales 
previously  made.  ^^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.         w  ^         ' 

Tho  H       «^  ^^^•  ^-  CRAWFORD. 

1  he  Hon.  Speaker  of  the  Ho.  of  Repre^mUUives. 

SlaUmeiUof  the  actual  balance  in  the  Treasury,  and 
tnthehantho/  the  Trea^trer,  as  agmi  of  the  War 
ana  SSavy  Departments^  and  the  balaiux  in  Hit  Trea- 
mry  gubject  to  the  control  of  the  Cammisjtioners  of 
the  iiinking  Fuitd,  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1820 

Balance  in  the  Treasury        -     (a)  «2,536,823  28 

In  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  as 
agent  of  the  War  Department 


995,945  13 
372,913  70 


Department  -        _        . 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  subject 
to  the  control  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Sinking  Fund  (b)  2,378,396  42 
(a)  This  sum  will  probably  be  increased  when 
the  returns  from  all  the  receivers  of  publiclnoney, 
and  of  the  banks  in  which  they  make  their  depos- 


the  Dublic  land,  hid  not  grown  in.raTys^^^^^^  h  ft  °*  '^'^^^l''  ^hich  they  mal^e  their  c 
wouTd  be  practicable  °o  defe^^ne  with  s^iSn  h^Hnf'/'V'T"^  ^^  '^'  °^°"^^  of  December.  At 
accuracy  t£e  amount  of  the  recep^Tnto  the  T  ea  j  Tands  83^4  i^'^J'^^VT'"'  there  were  in  their 
sury  duringany  year,  so  far  as  they  deoended  ur^n  '  Jh  K  .?  '  ^^'  "^^'^^  '""*  '^^"^^  ^  augment- 
sales  nrevmnslv'o^o^'.  ^f.Ll\.l^^^Tf'^  ".P^?    ^<^  hv  the  payments  made  during  that  month. 

(b)  Of  this  sum  81,646,117  42  are  applicable  to 


^_,  '  .o    -J  J — >  "■"  •"«  oj  nic¥  ucutuueu  upon 

sales  previously  made,  after  the  principal  land  of- 
tices  had  been  opened  for  five  years.  The  debt 
contracted  by  the  purchase  of  lands  in  any  given 
year  would  not  materially  differ  from  the  sum 


ttie  payment  of  that  amount  of  Louisiana  stock 
still  outstanding,  which  was  redeemable  on  the 
21st  October,  1819. 


B. 


•i'i 


Statement  of  tlie  amount  of  the  public  debt  redeevxabU  in  1 820    1  fti> i    i  fl.»«  i  o.^o       _,    o. 


Principal  redeemable  in  1820: 
Claims  on  account  of  the  instalments  of  Louisiana  stock 
Ffil^ii:?  ^X'l  "^'^  ^^^^'  "^^PP^'^d  for  on  the  31st 


«2,378,398  42 
10,000,000  00 

12,378,398  42 


December,  1819 
Residue  of  Louisiana  stock  - 
Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1796  - 
Rembursement  of  deferred  stock 


$1,646,117  42 
2,216,462  77 
80,000  00 
503,196  94 


oi  i> 


^1  I 
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StaU  qf  the  SkUcMg  fknd. 


Total  principal  -  i^t  Vj  ?{'»? 

Interest  payable  iji  1820    - 


$4,445,777  13 
4,911,843  00 


Balance  of  appropriation  which  will  be  unapplied  on 
the  31st  December,  1820         -        .        -        , 

Appropriation  for  1821       -----. 

Principal  redeemable  in  1821  : 
Reimbursement  of  the  deferred  stock      - 
Interest  payable  in  1821         r      .- 

Balance  of  appropriation  which  will  be  unapplied  on 
the  31st  December,  1821         -        -        .        . 

Appropriation  for  1822 T 

Principal  redeemable  in  1822 : 
Reimbursement  of  the  deferred  stock     - 
Interest  payable  in  18S2  -        -        -        -        . 

Balance  of  appropriation  which  will  be  unapplied  on 
the  31st  Decenaber,  1822         -        -        .        . 

Appropriation  for  1823       ----.. 

Principal  redeemable  in  1823: 

Reimbursement  of  deferred  stock    -        -        -        . 
Interest  payable  in  1823  ^        -        -        -        - 

Balance  of  appropriation  which  will  be  unapplied  on 
the  31st  December,  1823 


$9,357,620  13 

-   $3,020,778  29 
10/)00,000  00 


534.033  08 
4,773,737  68 


566,588  75 
4,741,182  01 


5,307,777  76 


10,000,000  00 


5,307,770  76 


4,692^9  24 


602,836  47 
4,704,934  29 


10,000,000  00 


5,307,770  76 


4,692,229  24 


Appropriation  for  1824  -        -        . 

Principal  redeemable  in  1824  : 

Reimbursement  of  deferred  stock  -        -        .        _ 

^jlterest  payable  in  1824         -  -        - 

Balance  of  appropriation  which  will  be  unapplied  on 
tixe  31st  December,  1824         -        -        -        ,. 


jy 


356,858  93 
466,267  31 


10,000,000  00 


5,023,126  24 


4,692,229  24 


4,976^73  76 


^^}u  u    l^^  annual  appropriations  of  $10,000,000  Car  the  years  1820  to  1824 

Hpri  /'''^^'K^  "^u^  ^"°^d'°g  to  the  terms  of  the  contracts  il  relation  to  the  re- 
dempuon  ol  the  public  debt,  remain  unapplied  on  the  31st  December,  1824    -        -  $22,074,339  77 


Tri:a8ury  Department,  Register's  Office,  January  22,  1820. 


'V> 


JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Mes^iiter. 


SINKING   FUND. 


a 


[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  February  6,  1820] 

Washington,  Fc&ruar^  5,  1820. 
The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  respectfully  report  to  Congress  • 

Sthlf^Febiuil'v'^lfi'iQ  "^^i-"^  ^'T  *^^  \"thorized  by  the  board,  subsequent  to  the  last  report  of  the 
1^  /  ebruarv,  1819,  so  far  as  the  same  have  been  completed,  are  fuUy  detailed  in  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  t&e  Treasury  to  this  board,  dated  the  4th  day  of  the  prient  month" a^d  m^  ttL 111 
ments  therein  referred  to,  which  are  herewith  transmitted,  ind  prayed  to  be  receivi"  a^rtof^ 

^  '    ,  I^^^GAILLARD,  President  of  tfu  Senate,  pro  ttm. 

JOHN  aUIlVCY  ADAMS,  Sea-etary  of  StJe. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD,  Secretary  of  the  JVmturg. 

TK.trr       o  ,,  WM.  WIRT,  Attorney  General. 

The^on.  Phbsidbnt  of  the  Senate.  ?  y  u*. 


Thif  f.*'^""^^^  oj  THE  Treasury  respectfuUy  reports  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Smking  Fund : 

•     itir^f  n?fh       r^.  K^  '^'  T''*'"'^'  l'^"'^^  ^^^  y^  1818,  on  account  of  the  prSiipal  an^ 
uxter«t  of  the  public  debt,  as  per  last  annual  repor^  was       -        -$21,596,783  68     *'        *      *^v 
rrqm  which  deduct  amount  ofrepayments  in  that  year     -        -       -        300  477  64 

^:  '■ $21^96,306  ^ 


t 


(r 


I 
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SUUe  0/  the  Smkinff  Funtd. 

Which,  with  a  sum  arising  from  damages  and  interest  on  protested  bills  of  exchange, 
being  the  difiference  between  the  cost  of  said  bills  at  par  and  the  amount  received 
into  the  Treasury  in  repayment  thereof         -        -        -        --        -        -        •(<»)  33,752  06 

Together  with  a  further  sum,  being  the  difference  between  the  principal  of  stock  pur- 
chased during  the  year  1818,  and  the  money  paid,  for  the  same      -        -         -        -  4,708  14 

Amounting,  together,  to 921,334,766  24 

Have  been  accounted  for  in  the  following  manner,  viz: 
The  sums  actually  applied  during  the  year  1818,  to  tne  payment  of  the  princiral  and 
interest  oi  the  public  debt,  as  ascertained  by  accounts  rendered  to  this  Depart- 
ment, amounted,  as  appears  by  the  annexed  statement  A,  to  the 
sum  of 920,770,003  72 

In  the  reimbursement  of  the  principal  of  the  old  6  per  cent,  and  defer- 
red stocks 1,191,933  51 

In  the  redemption  of  the  domestic  debt 277,493  87 

In  the  redemption  of  the  Louisiana,  stock  ------  4,856,700  00 

In  the  payment  of  the  principal  of  Treasury  notes      -        -        -        .  8,426,769  00 

In  the  payment  of  certain  parts  of  the  domestic  debt        -        .        .  792  36 

uix< 

14,753,688  74 

On  account  of  (he  interest $6,011,388  67 

On  account  of  charges       ------  4,926  31 

6,016,314  98  ,j 

20,770,003  72 
But  of  this  sum  there  was  short  provided,  consisting  of  unclaimed  ' 

dividends  on  the  public  debt,  not  applied  for  by  the  proprietors,  as 

per  the  annexed  statement  B. 128,427  69 

20,641,576  03 

The  funds  in  the  banks,  out  of  which  a  part  of  the  interest  which  accrued  on  the 
funded  debt  fo*r  the  year  1817  was  paid,  and  which  appeared  to  be  short  provided, 
per  statement  B  of  last  year,  was  covered  by  warrants  m  1818      -        -        .        -         693,058  45 
And  there  was  a  loss  on  exchange  in  remittances  from  America  to  Europe  during  the 

year  1818,  as  appears  by  statements  D  and  Dd,  annexed  to  the  last  report      -        -  131  76 

"'  921.334,766  24 

(a)  Payment  by  Minturn  and  Champlin,  peir  statement 

E  of  last  year 920,506  46 

Cost  of  bill  for  £4,000  sterling 17,777  78 

92,728  68 

Payment  by  A.  Brown  and  Brown  and  Hackman,  per 

statement  E  of  last  year 44,380  38 

Balance  due  by  them  for  the  cost  of  two  bills,  per  note 

a  to  statement  G,  accompanying  report  of  February, 

1818 13,357  00 

31,023  38 

-  933,752  06 

That,  during  the  year  1819,  the  following  disbursements  were  made  out  of  the  Treasury,  on  ac- 
count of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt  : 

On  account  of  the  mterest  on  the  funded  domestic  debt  and  reimbursement  of  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  deferred  stock 95,508,493  03 

On  account  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  Treasury  notes 82,220  29 

On  account  of  the  redemption  of  the  Louisiana  stock 1,419,285  42 

Whereof,  in  payment  of  stock  purchased 9203,835  69 

In  payment  of  instalments  21st  October,  1818  and  1819     -        -        -      1,215,449  73 

.  91,419,285  42 

On  account  of  the  interest  on  the  same,  payable  in  Europe        -----         206.264  48 

On  account  of  the  redemption  of  the  domestic  debt 504^693  42 

On  account  of  certain  parts  of  the  domestic  debt 6432 

Making  together,  as  will  appear  by  the  annexed  statement  C,  the  sum  of  -        -        -   97,721,020  96 
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Which  disbursements  were  made  out  of  the  following  funds,  viz  • 
From  the   annual    appropriation  of  910,000,000,  for  the   year  1819    airrepaWv  #«  ♦».  j 

TX\iT '" '-""'.'  ^".'^^  "^^™^^'°^  °'^^^  pubiic^d^bt,  ^LThrt&^^^^  ^'°°^  '^- 

From  repayments  into  the  Treasury'on  a'ccount  of  moneys  he'retofore  advanced  for   ^^'^^^'^  ^ 

And  from  the  appropriation  in  relation  to  Treasury  notes,  being  the  amoint  of  pay-  ^^'^^^  ^^ 
mentj.^on  account  of  the  prmcipal  and  interest  thereif,  pef  statement  C,aCe 

82,220  29 

Making  the  amount  paid  on  warrants,  as  above  stated 97  721  020  96 

97,721,020  j6 

Thi™'il!!Jr''".'I.T'  i*"  "l"°"  '■>"'''<=''  "«  said  balance  has  been  applied  is  estimated  as  follows- 

^''o7.LTr.'^Ms'';'r^?e;^eSlg  *°-  '"'  !"^-!-  "[  '^^  ''^'^'^^ '''  ^^  -"'^'Si 
Also,  m  the  reimbursement  of  the  deferred  6  per  cent,  stock  -  -  g485  334  ^  »l**^*27  69 
Also,  m  the  payment  of  the  principal  of  Tre^ury  notes    -        -        -  So'oOO  00 

A  so,  towards  the  redemption  of  the  Louisiana  6  'per  cent  stock,         (a)  1  215'449  73 
Also,  m  payment  of  certain  parts  of  the  domestic  debt        -        I        .        '       'IJ  ^ 

And  in  payment  of  interest  on^he  funded  debt  and  Treasury  notes  -      5;i86;892  96 

In  the  next  annual  statement  the  repayments  in  1819  will  be  exhibit-      ^'^^'"^^^  ^^ 
iS-  *  j^t'^^^^^on  from  the  total  amount  of  warrants  issued  for  the 

Amount  of  * '°-  ^''*''  ^^'^  ""^  ^^'""^  ^^'^  ^'''"'■'  *  P^'^'  ^°  **»« 

And  there  is  estimated  as  remaining'unapplied'in  the  hands  of  the  ^^'^^  ^ 

agents  in  Europe^  and  m  protested  bills,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1820 
as  per  estimate  G,  the  sum  of       -        ....      '!        .'  §4  232  12 

^Tv^H^^'J*  deduct  this  sum  short  provided,  on  account  of  unclaimed  ^'^^'^^^  ^ 
timate)       "^                     "°^  demanded  at  the  Treasury,  (by  es- 

^^        ■ 122,562  26 

r  .  6,926,610  54 

97,055,038  23 

fa)  The  amount  payable  in  1819,  on  account  of  the  Louisiana  stock  -        -        -    82  861^7  15 

Whereof,  on  application  for  payment,  warrants  were  issued  for  -        -        -        -      r;2i5,4?9  73 

Remained  to  be  issued  after  the  1st  of  January,  1820  .'•'•^.- 91,646,117  42 

A^2h)%7  t^^^ln^^'"'''^''  ^®^^'  the  last  instalment  of  the  Louisiana  stock,  amounti^o  92,216,- 

Uon'^of*lheVu'Sfe^l^J^  tr  ''***'  ^'^  °^  ^*^  »^^  °^  *^«  3d  of  March,  1817,  for  the  redemp- 
TunileJ  gtall^^t^r^guirrJy  cirilTd."^  '^  ^^"^°^  "  P""*^^"'  ^^^^  ^°"^^  ^^^  ^''^''^  ^' 
ary,^1820^°'^°*  '""*''''*  "  *'  annexed,  which  exhibits  the  amount  of  the  debt  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  WM    H    CRAWFfIRn 

Treabury  Department,  F^^ry  A,  1820.  ^KAWI<ORD. 

■*"*  '"  [The  tabular  lUtementi  of  detaili,  which  are  voluminou*,  are  omitted.] 
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Remonstrance  against  a  change  ts  the  Reventte  System. 


1 


REMONSTRANCE  AGAINST  A  CHANGE    IN 
THE  REVENUE  Si'STEM. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  February  8,  1830.] 
To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled  .- 

The  undersigned,  merchants  and  inhabitants  of 
Baltimore,  be^  Iea?e  to  present  to  your  honorable 
body  the  sentiments  which  they  anxiously  enter- 
tain on  the  proposed  measure  of  discontinuing 
credit  on  import  duties  and  denying  drawbacks  on 
duties. 

Your  memorialists  contemplate   the  proposed 
change  with   concern;  and   they  would,  indeed, 
view  any  such  projected  innovation  with  alarm  if 
thev  did  not  believe  that  the  mercantile  interest  is 
under  watchful  and  wise  control  in  your  honora- 
ble body.    A  lenient  system  of  imposts  on  foreign 
commerce  is,  in  the  opinion  of  your  memorialists, 
not  onlv  conducive  to  active  commerce,  but  also 
fayorable  to  the  public  revenue ;  and  under  such 
a  system  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  has 
flourished,  and  the  national  Treasury  has   been 
enriched.    For  a  course  which  hitherto  has  richly 
and  faithfully  answered  every  object  of  the  lawj=, 
and   every  demand  which   the  fiscal  policy  has 
made  upon  commerce,  it  is  now  proposed  to  sub- 
stitute a  system  at  once  experimental,  harsh,  and 
precarious.     Under  the  existing  terms  of  the  col- 
lection of  duties,  the  United   States  have  surely 
experienced  but  little  cause  for  discontent ;  and 
your  memorialists  can,  with  the  most  confident 
anticipation,  declare,  that  fewer  evasions  of  law 
and  fewer  defaults  in  payment  have  taken  place 
under  the  present  system  than  what  will  occur 
under  the  rigid  and  peremptory  conditions  to  which 
that  system  is  proposed  to  be  contracted.     The  ex- 
action of  duties  hitherto,  on  principles  lil)eral  and 
Erudent,  and  gradual  and  gentle  in  its  operation, 
as  afforded  to  industrious  commercial  enterprise 
the  patronage  which  judicious  policy  owes  to  it. 
Such  a  patronage  is  vitally  due  to  it  in  a  country 
whose  energies  are  excited  and  cultivated  by  com- 
merce, whose  power  is  in  so  great  a  degree  the 
fruit  of  commerce,  whose   rank   among  nations 
owes  to  It  so  much  of  itselevation.  The  pohcy  which 
pervades  our  present  code  of  duties  contemplates 
and  adopts  meritorious  enterprise  as  part  of  the 
naUonal  wealth,  and,  viewing  a  free  and  extended 
commerce  as  the  most  bountiful  source  of  revenue, 
and  surest  means  of  power,  does  not  consecrate 
the  field  of  commerce  to  the  capitalist,  and  make 
it  the  monopoly  of  the  rich. 

The  policy  which  now  dignifies  our  system  of 
duuessusumes  that  principle  of  sterling  truth,  that 
all  duties  on  imports  are  taxes  on  consumption ; 
and  hence,  how  fair  and  important  is  it  that  some 
time  should  be  granted  to  the  importer  to  convey 
to  the  consumer  the  articles  of  importation.  Not 
only  the  custom,  but  the  very  nature  of  commerce 
requires,  in  almost  every  instance  of  sale,  that  at 
least  some  term  of  credit  shall  be  afforded  to  the 
purchaser ;  and  hence,  some  period  must  be  al- 
lowed to  the  importer  to  levy  the  tax  for  the 
United   States,  and  some  estimate  ought  to  be 


by  our  system  of  revenue  of  the  delay  of 
In  few  or  no  cases  does  the  credit  on  the 


made 

sales. 

duty  exceed  the  period  within  which  the  capital 

can  be  realized,  or  recovered  from  suspense. 

In  the  terms  of  those  duties  upon  which  a  draw- 
back is  paid,  the  principle  to  which  your  raemo- 
riahsts  allude  appears  to  receive  a  more  distinct 
and  marked  respect.  The  duty  originally  charged 
is  there  only  contingent  upon  the  slay  and  con- 
sumption of  the  articles  in  the  country,  and  the 
term  of  credit  there  extended  by  the  United  States 
is  the  period  to  the  importer  for  ascertaining  whe- 
ther they  shall  be  appropriated  for  consumption  or 
exported  to  a  foreign  quarter.  Duties  in  these 
cases  being  thus  contingent  in  the  eye  of  our  rev- 
enue policy,  a  credit  is  here  not  so  much  an  indul- 
gence to  the  importer  as  a  necessary  sequel  from 
the  nature  of  the  duty.  Must,  then,  all  principle 
be  here  violated,  and  the  intolerable  severity  be 
here  prescribed  by  Government  to  the  importer, 
that  he  shall  enjoy  no  credit,  however  natural  and 
essential  an  attendant  it  be  on  the  duty  chained 
against  his  importation?  Your  memorialists  do 
believe  as  a  maxim,  safe  as  a  guide,  and  propitious 
wherever  it  is  applied,  that  not  only  by  the  dictate 
of  the  law,  but,  in  every  construction  of  policy, 
duties  are  emphatically  a  lien  on  the  articles  sub- 
jected to  them ;  they  attach  to  them,  and  should 
be  gathered  from  them. 

Where,  in  the  collection  of  duties,  the  United 
States  surrender  to  the  importer  the  specific  arti- 
cles, their  claim  against  him  is  not  then  embarked 
upon  the  conscience  or  substance  of  the  individual 
importer ;  but  two  additional  pledges  are  involved 
in  the  responsibility.     Their  means  are  bound, and 
the  assurance  of  tneir  character  is  given,  all  trib- 
utary to  the  demand  of  the  United  States.     Inter- 
woven with  this  strong  defence,  is  that  preferred 
claim  which  the  United  States  has  against  the 
property  of  its  debtor,  a  supreme  prerogative  lien, 
which  thus  furnishes  a  security  calculated  toelevate 
the  United  States  almost  above  the  danger  of  loss. 
The  necessity  which  binds  every  importer  to  give 
to  the  Government  such  a  security,  while  their  dis- 
cretion in  considering  it  is  unrestricted,  would  seem 
to  be  a  sufficient  guard  against  all  importations  des- 
tined for  sacrifice,  or  to  aid  any  wanton  schemes  of 
privatefinance;  and  your  memorialists  can  scarcely 
imagine  that,  for  premeditated  sacrifice,  any  goods 
have  been  imported  into  this  country.     Your  me- 
morialists cannot  conceive  that,  where  a  three- 
fold security,  in  fortune  and  commercial  reputa- 
tion, is  required  by  the  United  Stales,  as  prdiini- 
nary  to  the  credit  on  duties,  the  indulgence  of 
credit  could  prompt  or  facilitate  any  importations 
not  in  the  course  of  honest  industry.     Commerce 
always   tends   to  extremes;   excesses  of  trading 
occur    under  all  systems  and  in  the  freest  peri- 
ods of  commercial  prosperity.     But  if  imporUtion 
does  sometimes  swell  until  business  stagnates,  com- 
merce has  a  power  of  self-correction  and  the  re- 
source of  self-recovery,  and  reverses  soon  allay  the 
intemperate  ambition  of  gain. 

Your  memorialists  need  not,  however,  dwell  upon 
the  inherent  energies  of  commerce,  and  its  ebbs 
and  |lows;  nor  show  how  certainly,  by  the  salu- 
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tary  force  of  experience  and  competition,  it  is  soon 
shorn  of  all  inordinate  adventure,  built  upon  des- 
perate or  fanciful  speculation.     The  present  sys- 
tem of  duties,  although  its  indulgence,  or  rather  its 
equity,  is  so  necessary  an  auxiliary  to  the  small 
commercial  capital  of  the  United  States,  has  con- 
nived at  and  contributed  to  none  of  the  irregulari- 
ties of  our  commerce.     All    that   have  occurred 
may  be  exnlained  by  the  late  history  of  Europe,  or 
traced  to  the  very  spirit  of  commerce  itself,  since 
fluctuation  and  irregularity  are  inseparable  from 
Its  life  and  motion.     Restriction  may  make  com- 
merce of  smooth  and  uniform  surface,  but  it  can- 
not be  so  without  being  sluggish  and  shallow;  and 
until  commerce  be  so  tamed   by  re.«:triction  and 
embarrassment,  and  become  the  privilege  of  the 
wealthy,  it  will  be  subject  to  irregularity  and  this 
inequality  of  character.     Young  as  our  country  is 
and  fu  from  being  endowed  with  abundant  com- 
mercial canital,  the  necessary  consequence  of  the 
proposed  alteration  in  the  payment  of  the  duties 
will  be  to  consign  commerce  to  the  grasp  of  a  few, 
exDclling  from  the  franchise  of  commerce,  as  it 
will,  those  who  have  but  moderate  means,  although 
they  be  annexed  to  character  and  enterprise.  This 
revolution  in  out  revenue  system  will  limit  com- 
merce to  the  circle  of  the  capitalists;  and  com- 
merce, the  basis  and  pride  of  our  fame,  will  dwin- 
dle into  the  diminutive  condition,  and  fade  into 
the  pitiful  character  of  a  monopoly !    Witness  the 
fate  of  Spain !     What  if  goods  do  now  occasion- 
ally accumulate  inordinately,  and  if  regular  cal- 
culating industry  sometimes  suffers  by  the  careless 
sacrifices  made  by  wanton  speculators;  will  not 
the  consumer,  the  whole  mass  of  society,  be  sub- 
jected to  severe  and  painful  terms  under  the  new 
system?  Is  there  not  more  enormity  in  the  danger 
that  exorbitant  prices  will  then  be  dictated  by  the 
select  importers  than  ground  of  rational  regret  thai 
prices  have  sunk  while  the  existing  system  has 
prevailed?     This  is  one  of  the  sure  results  of  the 
nropcwed  change,  and,  though  there  be  a  pause  in 
business  now,  commerce  will  ever  be  partial  and 
inadequate  then. 

There  is,  indeed,  one  palliative  against  all  re- 
strictions which  press  on  the  very  nerve  of  com- 
merce, and,  though  the  refuge  be  a  profane  one, 
your  memorialists  appeal  to  human  nature,  and 
the  history  of  the  commercial  world,  whether  it 
be  not  certainly  and  invariably  the  resource,  where 
commerce  is  severely  confined.  Your  memorialists 
here  allude  to  the  practice  of  smuggling ;  and  they 
make  this  allusion  not  only  under  perfect  convic- 
tion, but  with  feelings  of  alarm.  Your  memorial- 
ists call  on  your  honorable  body  to  consider  how 
far  the  universal  fidelity  of  this  country  to  the  rev- 
enue law  has  been  commensurate  with  the  interest 
of  the  mercantile  community,  and  with  their  sense 
of  justice;  and,  though  your  memorialists  do  not 
mean  to  identify  mercantile  virtue  with  interest, 
yet,  with  many,  even  the  justice  of  Government  is 
naeasured  by  calculations  of  interest !  Your  memo- 
rialists beg  you  to  reflect  whether  the  proposed 
severity  will  not  instigate  delinquency ;  whether 
the  revenue  laws  will  not,  in  many  instances,  be 
evaded,  with  all  the  serious  consequences  of  such 


criminality,  not  only  to  the  national  morals,  but 
also  to  the  national  Treasury. 

Unless  the  United  Slates  can  make  a  discrimi- 
nation in  the  amount  of  duties  between  citizens 
and  foreigners,  no  change  in  the  terms  of  payment 
can  ever  exclude  foreigners  from  competing  with 
citizens,  whenever  such  privileges  belong  to  them 
But  they  enter  into  the  crowd  of  competition  and* 
competition  always  regulates  its  own  wholesome 
extent.  Your  memorialists  on  this  point  think  it 
indisputable  that  the  introduction  of^  foreign  capi- 
tal into  our  country,  by  this  foreign  participation 
m  our  trade,  has  been  of  essential  benefit— an  im- 
portant aid  in  the  present  inadequate  amount  of 
our  own  commercial  capital. 

Your  memorialists  l>eg  you  to  reflect  earnestly 
and  feelingly  on  the  subject  of  discontinuing  draw- 
backs on  duties,  and  to  remember  that  the  advan- 
tage of  drawback  is  emphatically  our  license  for 
conducting  a  carrving  trade.     It  is  to  the  benefits 
of  this  branch  of  trade  that  the  United  States 
principally  owes  all  that  rapid  advancement  which 
IS  at  all  attributable  to  commerce,  and  to  this  that 
it  has  hitherto  been  indebted  for  its   pecuniary 
abilities.     To  extinguish  drawbacks  is  at  once  a 
sentence  of  banishment  against  American  mer- 
chants from  a  commercial  sphere  of  the  greatest 
national   and   individual   profit.     If  the   United 
Slates  thus  deprives  us  of  all  that  remains  to  us 
of  our  former  greatness  in  this  branch  of  com- 
merce, but  a  miserable  fragment  of  commerce 
will  continue  to  the  American  people !  To  abolish 
drawback  will  have  this  fatal  effect;  for  what 
shall  we  meet  but  inevitable  loss,  if  we  venture  into 
the  competition  of  a  foreign  market  with  goods 
loaded  with  the  gross  duty,  of  which,  by  the  judi- 
cious policy  of  our  present  system,  we  are  now 
disencumbered  ?     The  question  of  drawback  is  in- 
deed a  vital  question,  and  involves  the  vocation 
and  prosperity  of  thousands  whose  pursuits,  during 
a  long  and  brilliant  lapse  of  time,  have  been  tribu- 
tary to  the  treasure  and  renown  of  the  Union. 

When  your  memorialists  consider  that  the  pres- 
ent system  of  duties  has  pressed  leniently  upon 
American  commerce,  and  has  yet  been  richly  and 
faithfully  productive  to  the  United  States;  when 
we  consider  that  the  proposed  change  of  making 
duties  payable  in  cash  will  imprison  commerce 
within  the  limits  of  a  dictatorial  monopoly,  whose 
members  will  by  their  wealth  be  constituted  the 
representatives  of  the  once  universal  American 
commerce ;  when  we  consider  that  the  consumers, 
the  great  body  of  society,  will  be  subjected  to  op- 
pressive terms,  which  give  an  unfair  proportion  to 
their  labor  and  their  rdation  to  the  Government — 
when  all  this  is,  to  the  minds  of  your  memorialists^ 
the  certain  oflTspring  of  this  paralyzing  change, 
your  memorialists  ask  you,  not  only  in  justice  but 
humanity — not  as  the  patrons  of  commerce,  but  as 
friends  of  your  country — to  forbear  from  this  in- 
novation. 

Your  memorialists,  viewing  the  abolition  of 
drawbacks  as  an  excommunication  from  a  trade 
which  yielded  so  much  to  enrich  and  distinguish 
us,  and  which,  in  many  points,  does  not  in  the 
remotest  degree    conflict  with    any   imaginable 
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views  of  domestic  policy,  cannot  but  consider  the  discontinuance  of  drawback  as  a  useless  privation 
to  the  United  States  of  commercial  benefit,  and  a  work  of  ruin  to  the  individuals  who  depend  on 
that  trade  which  is  fostered  by  the  indulgence  of  drawback. 

ISAAC  McKIM,  and  othtrg. 

,t  ■/■•  ^  •  ^ 

f       >■'■;.•!•    1.  .     '  > 

'      :     V  RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 

[Communicated  to  the  House  of  Repreieotativeii,  February  16,  1820.] 

Department  or  State,  February  7,  1820. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  6th  of  January  last 
directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  lay  before  the  House  "  statements  of  the  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures of  the  United  States,  from  the  commencement  of  the  Federal  Government  until  the  31si  of 
December  last,  distinguishing  the  revenue  derived  from  customs,  internal  taxes,  direct  tax.  postage 
public  lands,  and  miscellaneous  sources;  and,  also,  classing  the  expenditures  under  the  following' 
heads:  military,  viz.,  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  army,  fortifacations,  ammunition,  arms,  arming  the 
militia,  detachments  of  miliiia,  services  of  militia,  services  of  volunteers;  Indian  Department ;  Naval 
Department;  foreign  intercourse;  civil  list;  miscellaneous  civil  expenses;  Revolutionary  pensions- 
other  pensions;  exhibiting  an  aggregate  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  each  year  separately,"  f 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  enclosed  letter  and  statements  from  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  which 
give  the  information  required. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

IX      o  ,  .    „  r.  ^^^-  H.  CRAWFORD.    , 

Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

\  • 

U^-~:         '  ..         .... 

Treasury  Department,  Register's  OpriCE,  February  4,  1820. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  a  statement  formed  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Slates  of  the  6lh  ultimo,  with  accompanyine  documents, 
marked  A,  B,  and  C.  •.  k-  /     s  , 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  from  Customs,  have  been $318,738,161  02 

; ,                                          Internal  revenue             -        -        .        .        .  21,715,964  85 

'                                    Direct  taxes 12,560,130  45 

Postage  of  letters 1,081,618  15 

'  '           Sales  of  public  lands 18,287,828  03 

Miscellaneous         -        -        -        -        -        -  2,005,331  24 

_.  .       ^  ,       ■  374,389,033  74 

llie  receipts  from  foreign  and  domestic  loans,  as  per  statement  A,  amount  to  -      143,314,753  74 

ToUl  receipts  to  the  30th  June,  1819,  the  latest  period  to  which  the  Treasurer's 
account  is  settled  at  the  Treasury $517,703,787  48 


The  expenditures  are  stated,  viz: 
Pay  and  subsistence  of  the  army        -        .        .        .  $64,907,066  72 
Pay  of  deranged  officers  and  discharged  soldiers        -       1,200,000  00 
(Gratuities  and  travelling  expenses  to  discharged  soldiers 

Forage 

Clothing -- 

Bounties  and  premiums     ----.. 
Medical  and  hospital  department       -        -        .        . 

Q,uarterraaster's  department 

Contingent  account   ----.-_ 
Miscellaneous 


;.xu 


70,000  00 

1,192,892  78 

11,464,535  17 

4,684,636  48 

1,381,452  39 

16,834,434  39 

2,790,182  80 

485,967  91 


T// 


For  fort  iJUations,  viz  : 

Fortifications  of  ports  and  harbors      -        -        -        .    $4,374,805  26 

Fortifications,  arsenals,  magazines,  and  armories       -      2,729,512  76 

Fortifications 3,678,721  30 

Defensive  protection  of  the  frontiers  -        -        -      1,270,029  83 


-8105,011,158  64 


■•       -J       <:,.l: 


12,053,069  15 
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Ammunition     _-        .        -       .    .  .^.    ......      $217,42590 

Arming  the  militia    -        -        -        -"       I        ."I        I       ."  ,"  I'nonffi  S 

Detachment  of  mUitia i ^ffi  SX 

Services  of  militia "  a  ^'S?  ?? 

Services  of  volunteeers       -.-....:  !  ^  fo^iSJ  ^ 

;     '  $135,931,126  »5 

'    '   "^       Indian  Department,  viz:  ■  ?'-- 

Indian  supplies  -        -        .        .        .       .        -    ,  .:•       i,'   '  pak^aoq  via 

Treaties     -        -        .  .  •.       ^       -      2,615,429  46 

.T™d.«hou«3    .    .    :   :   :   :   :   :   .-   ;  •.g|.e^ja. 

Nav.1  Departmeo.     -       .       .       ^      .      •.       .       .        .       .       .       .       .    ^^^^^ 

Foreign  intercourse,  viz :  i  •:    ^l^^ 

^  of  ftriq^Pfi^if  ''?i«<^7"«.  «c>"«^e  of  Barbary  Powers,  and  including  the  sum 

^  '?f^      V  paid  under  the  convention  with  Great  Britain  of  the  8th  of  Jan- 

^^VJ:J^^^''^'^''^^'^^<^^oi2QihAi.xA,im,    -        -        -        .     12,003,988  73 

uaroary  rowers 2,651,545  84 

Civil  list,  including  the  sum  of  $24,030  19,  the  amount  of  annuities  and  grants  1  Ig^f'^  S 
^d  lints'  ":^^^.P*"*!»'  ''^^I'^^i^g  '^^  '^^  of  $43,493  71,  the  amounfof  annuities  '^'^^'^^  ^ 
Revolutionary  pensions      -        -        .        .        I        '.        '. ^^'25?'?S?  IS 

«•""'«--'     -  , -   .:    :    :    :    :  zX^ 

'^nn^'ljlp^'^^  '^^  expenditures  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  charges  ^^^^^^^^  ^^ 
o?thP  Hn'^.'Sfi?"'  *^^,If'°<l'Pai  of  »he  foreign  and  domestic  debt  at  the  Treasury 

A n^  .if  IJn'ted  States,  and  by  the  commissioners  abroad,  as  per  statement  B,    -        -  252  741  575  80 

r^ent  c"^  °''  *''°"'''  °^  '^'  Revolutionar'y  Government,  as  ^r  state-  ^^^'^"'^^^  ^ 

' 316;268  70 

Skim  total  of  expenditures  from  the  4th  March,  1789,  to  the  30th  June,  1819  -  -  513  567  108  09 
Which,  with  the  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  30tli  June,  1819,      -  '     .        -      4;i36,679  39 

Make  the  sum  total  ofreceipts  as  before  stated 517  703  787  48 

•    hefm2  iT^t^l}'''''''^  ^^A't'^  ^^  'Vi^'"^^  "°^"  ^*^«  of  31st  March,  1810,  24th  Decem- 
^nJnlfw  f       L    January,  1816,  by  orders  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  StatS, 

0  obi^trwhS.  had'  ?„^°°^'""*T  '°  '\'  ^"^  ^"^'^'  "^'^  °°'y  ^' ^y  '°  ^  distribution  of  ex%ndS 
.   mpnt  ^    »•     11    •  "^'u"  ^"^^  instances,  been  incorporated  under  the  general  head  of  military  estab- 

^       FoiCnutn;;^  of 'exJ^^t"'  '^i*  "' '''  ^°""  *?  ^'T^t'^i  '""^  Revolutionary  and  o"her%'n?iont 

to  3?at  DJpmCf-       5^  ^"^  ^^^  expenditures  for  the  whole  of  the  year  1819  those  from  1st  July 

0  the  3?srD^^mJIr  "l81^  "u'^''  'f^^'V  1°  ^^^'^^'on  in  the  setUemeit  of  the  Treasurer's  accouni 

the  30th  June  iS^.'  ^  ^°"°^  **"*' """  ^°"^**  "°*  '""'^^^  '^^  '^^'^"^  ^  »  »»»«'  P«"od  than 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  CRAwroRn,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  '''^^^"  ^^™^^'  '''^' 

[The  accompanying  ubie.,  ahowing  the  detaila,  being  Tolaminona,  are  neceaaarily  omitted.] 

BANKS  AND  THE  CURRENCY.  '*  "" 

•   .  - .  '  I. 

[Communicated  to  the  Hooae  of  RepreMsntativea,  February  84, 1820.] 

Treasdry  Department,  February  12,  1820. 
^MQ^'^il''  r  *^!f!l"  e  *  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  passed  on  the  Ist  of  March, 
i^lf'i^"^  ^°^  '^'  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  transmit  to  Congr^^at  an  early  period  inthi 
.Tm  uT/nlk*  ^T"^*  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States^Sd  its  offic^ 
^^riVJhl^u  '*^™  T*?*"  "^^T  ^y  ^^.  ^""^i  ^""^  "  statement,  exhibiting,  as  nearly  as  may^ 
fhTn-^rSt  f  ^r"°t°^  "P»^»  »'»^«t^  »«  lt>e  different  chartered  banks  in  the  several  States  and 
me  LJistnct  of  Columbia,  the  amount  of  notes  issued  by  those  banks  and  in  circulation,  the  pub- 
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lie  and  private  deposites  in  them,  the  amount  of 
loans  and  discounts  made  by^  them  and  remaining 
unpaid,  and  the  total  quantitv  of  specie  they  pos- 
sess j  and,  also,  to  report  sucn  measures  as,  in  his 
opinion,  may  be  expedient  to  procure  and  retain  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  gold  and  silver  coin  in  the 
United  States,  or  to  supply  a  circulating  medium, 
in  place  of  specie,  adapted  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
country,  and  within  the  power  of  the  Grovern- 
.  ment,"  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  subjoined 
report  and  statements. 

Statement  A  exhibits  the  condition  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  and  its  offices  on  the  30th  of 
September,  1819. 

Statement  B  exhibits  the  amount  of  bank  capi- 
tal authorized  by  law  during  the  years  1814, 1815, 
1816,  and  1817.    As  this  statement  is  foanded 
upon  the  applications  made  to  the  Treasury  under 
the  acts  imposing  stamp  duties,  it  is  believed  to  be 
substantially  correct.    The  average  dividends  upon 
which  the  stamp  duty  was  paid,   during  those 
years,  amounted  to  about  seven  and  a  half  per 
cent,  upon  the  nominal  amount  of  capital;  it  is, 
however,  a  matter  of  general  notoriety  that  the 
dividends  upon  bank  capital  actually  paid  ex- 
ceeded that  rate.     If  it  is  assumed  that  the  divi- 
dends declared,  and  upon  which   the  duty  was 
paid,  amounted  during  those  years  to  ten  per  cent., 
then  the  capital  actually  paid  in  the  year  1817,  in- 
stead of  bemg  more  than  $125,000,000,  as  it  is 
exhibited  in  statement  B,  will  be  found  to  be  about 
494,000,000 ;  but,  when  it  is  recollected  that,  after 
•.Tie  first  payment  required  by  the  charters  of  the 
•different  tanks,  they  have   generally  gone  into 
operation,  it  is  probable  that  a  considerable  pro- 
portion of  the  remaining  payments  have  added 
nothmg  to  their  active  capital.     This  fact  being 
assumed,  and  a  deduction   being  made  of  the 
amount  of  permanent  accommodation  enjoyed  by 
the  stockholders,  in   their  respective  banks,  the 
active  bank  capital  of  the  United  States  may  be 
lairiy  estimated  at  a  sum  not  exceeding  $75,000,- 
000.     That  these  deductions  ought  to  be  made,  in 
an  attempt  to  ascertain  the  real  amount  of  bank 
capital,  cannot,  it  is  presumed,  be  contested.     If  a 
stockholder  to  the  amount  of  $10,000  has  a  per- 
manent accommodation  in  the  bank  of  $8,000,  he 
has,  in  fact,  but  $2,000  of  capital  in  the  bank. 
This  IS  equally  true  when  a  portion  of  his  sub- 
scription has  been  paid  with  his  own  note,  how- 
ever well  endorsed ;  so  long  as  the  note  remains 
unpaid,  it  adds  nothing  to  the  real  capital  of  the 
bank. 

Such,  it  is  believed,  has  been  the  process  by 
which  the  capital  of  most  of  the  banks  has  been 
formed,  which  have  been  incorporated  since  the 
commencement  of  the  late  war.  Since  that  pe- 
riod, banks  have  been  incorporated,  not  because 
there  was  capital  seeking  investment ;  not  because 
the  places  where  they  were  established  had  com- 
m»ce  and  manufactures  which  required  their  fos- 
tering aid  ;  but  because  men  without  active  capital 
wanted  the  means  of  obtaining  loans,  which  their 
standing  in  the  community  would  not  command 
^^°™  *»nks  or  individuals  having  real  capital  and 
estaW  whed  credit.    Hence  the  multiplicity  of  local 


banks,  scattered  over  the  face  of  the  countrr  in 
particular  parts  of  the  Union,  which,  by  the  depre- 
ciation of  their  paper,  have  levied  a  tax  upon  the 
communities  within  the  pale  of  their  influence 
exceeding  the  public  contributions  paid  by  them. 
Statement  C  presents  the  condition  of  the  State 
banks  from  which  returns  have  been  received  or 
have  been  transmitted  by  the  Secretaries  of  State 
of  diflerent  States,  in  conformity-  with  the  request 
of  the  Treasury  Department.     By  comparing  this 
statement  with  statement  B,  it  will  be  perceived 
that  it  is  verv  imperfect.     Independently  of  the 
banks  which  have  been   created   since  the  year 
1817,  it  will  be  discovered  that  bank  capital  to  the 
amount  of  more  than  $18,000,000,  comprehended 
in  statement  B,  is  not  embraced  in  it.    As  the 
amount  of  bank  capital  exhibited  in  statement  C 
is  $72,000,000,  and  its  specie  $9,828,000,  the  whole 
specie  possessed  by  the  State  banks  may  be  esti- 
mated at  $12,250,000;  if  to  this  sum  be  added  the' 
specie  in  the  possession  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  its  offices,  the  specie  capital  of  all  the 
banks  in  the  United  States  may  be  estimated  at 
$15,500,000.     There  are  no  means  of  ascertaining, 
with  any  degree  of  precision,  the  amount  of  specie 
in  circulation ;  it  is  probable,  however,  that  it  does 
not  exceed  $4,500,000.     Assuming  this  amount  to 
be  nearly  correct,  the  whole  metallic  currency  of 
the  Union  may  be  estimated  at  $20,000,000.    Ap- 
plying the  same  rule  for  ascertainhag  the  circola- 
tioii  of  the  banks  not  embraced  by  statement  C 
which  has  been  employed  tc  determine  their  spe^ 
cie,  the  whole  amount  of  bank  notes  in  circulation 
may  be  estimated  at  $46,000,000.     It  is  probable, 
however,  that  this  estimate  is  too  high,  as,  accord- 
ing to  the  general  practice  of  banks,  all  notes  issued 
are  considered  in  circulation,  which  are  not  in  the 
possession  of  the  bank  by  which  they  were  issued. 
A  reasonable  deduction  oeing  made  from  the  notes 
supposed  to  be  in  circulation,  but  which  are,  in 
fact,  in  the  possession  of  other  oanks,  it  is  probable 
that  the  actual  circulation,  both  of  paper  and  spe- 
cie, is  less  at  this  time  than  $45,000,000.    By  uie 
same  mode  of  calculation,  the  whole  amount  of 
discounts  may  be  estimated  at  $156,000,000. 

The  destruction  or  loss  of  the  returns  made  to 
the  Treasury  before  the  year  1816,  by  the  banks 
in  which  the  public  money  was  deposited,  pre- 
vents any  satisfactory  comparison   being  drawn 
between  their  condition  before  and  since  that  pe- 
riod.    Comparative    statements,    however,    hare 
been  received  from  sixteen  banks  in  d iffier en t  parts 
of  the  Union,  showing  their  situation  on  the  30th 
day  of  September,  in  the  years  1813,  1815,  and 
1819.    BystatementD,  it  appears  that  those  banks, 
at  the  first  period,  with  a  capital  of  $6,903,262, 
and  with  $3,059,149  of  specie  in  their  vaults,  cir- 
culated $6,845,344  of  their  notes,  and  discounted 
to  the  amount  of  $12,990,975;  at  the  second  pe- 
riod their  capital  was  $8,852,371,  specie  $1,693,- 
918,  circulation  $9,944,757.  and  discounts  $15,- 
727,118;  and  at  the  third  period  their  capital  was 
$9,711,960,  specie  $1,726,065,  circulation  $4,259,- 
234,  and  discounts  $12,959,560.  u 

By  statement  B,  already  referred  to,  it  has  been 
shown  that,  in  the  year  1814,  the  nominal  bank 


capital  in  the  United  States  exceeded  $80,000,000. 
It  is  understood  that  a  large  addition  was  made 
to  it  in  that  year  in  ssveral  of  the  States.  If  it  be 
admitted  that  such  addition  amounted  to  $15,000,- 
000,  the  bank  capital  in  operation  in  the  year  1813 
may  be  stated  at  $65,000,000.  Allowing  to  this 
capital  the  same  amount  of  specie,  circulation, 
and  discounts,  as  was  comparatively  possessed  by 
the  banks  comprehended  in  statement  D,  the  esti- 
mate will  be,  specie  $28,000,000,  circulation  $62,- 
000,000,  and  discounts  $117,000,000.  In  1815  the 
bank  capital  had  increased  to  $88,000,000 ;  whilst, 
upon  the  same  principle  of  calculation,  the  specie 
would  have  been  estimated  at  $16,500,000,  circu- 
lation at  $99,000,000,  and  discounts  at  $150,000,- 
000.  Applying  this  principle  to  the  $125,000,000 
of  bank  capital  in  operation  during  the  year  1819, 
the  specie  possessed  Dy  all  the  banks  would  amount 
to  $21,500,000,  circulation  $53,000,000,  and  dis- 
counts $157,000,000. 

These  last  results,  with  the  exception  of  the  dis- 
counts, very  materially  differ  from  those  which 
have  been  obtained  by  the  mode  of  calculation  pre- 
viously adopted  ;  they,  nevertheless,  furnish  mate- 
rials which  may  be  useful  in  the  progress  of  this 
inquiry.  From  them  the  following  deductions 
may  be  drawn : 

1st.  That,  in  the  year  1813,  the  circulation  of 
bank  notes  was  nearly  equal  to  the  bank  capital. 

2d.  That,  in  the  year  1815,  it  exceeded  the  cap- 
ital by  one-eighth. 

3d.  That,  in  the  year  1819,  it  was  less  than  the 
capital  nearly  in  the  proportion  of  1  to  2.5. 

4lh.  That,  whilst  the  amount  of  bank  capital 
has  increased  since  1813  from  sixty-five  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  millions,  the  metallic 
basis,  upon  which  the  circulation  of  notes  is  founded, 
has  decreased  in  the  proportion  of  15.5  to  28 ;  being 
equal  to  44.6  per  cent. 

5th.  That  the  circulation  of  notes  in  the  year 
1819,  in  proportion  to  the  specie  in  the  possession 
of  the  banks,  exceeded  that  of  1813  by  25.9  per 
cent. 

6th.  That,  in  the  year  1813,  the  discounts,  in 
proportion  to  the  bank  capital  employed,  exceeded 
those  of  1815  in  the  ratio  of  18  to  17,  and  those  of 
1819  in  the  ratio  of  18  to  12. 

7th.  That  the  increase  of  bank  notes  in  circula- 
tion, between  the  years  1813  and  1815,  exceeded 
the  increase  of  discounts  during  the  same  period  by 
$4,000,000  ;  whilst  the  specie  in  the  vaults  of  the 
banks  was  diminished  $11,000,000. 

8th.  That  whilst,  between  the  years  1815  and 
1819,  an  addition  of  $37,000,000  has  been  naadeto 
the  nommal  bank  capital,  but  $6,000,000  have  been 
added  to  the  aggregate  amount  of  discounts. 

It  is  probable  that,  between  the  year  1811  and 
the  year  1813,  a  considerable  addition  was  made  to 
the  paper  circulation  of  the  country.  From  a 
return  of  the  former  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
made  to  the  Treasury  in  1808,  it  appears  that,  with 
$15,300,000  of  specie,  is  circulated  only  $4,787,000 
of  notes.  Another  return  made  in  1810  shows  its 
condition  was  not  materially  changed.  Shortly 
after  the  expiration  of  its  charter,  bank  capital,  to 
a  great  amount,  was  incorporated  ia  some  of  tbe 
16th  Con.  1st  Sesb ^75 
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States.    The  expenditures  produced  by  the  war 
which  was  declared  in  1812,  without  doubt,  con- 
tributed, in  some  degree,  to  produce  the  difference 
between  the  condition  of  the  sixteen  banks  already 
referred  to,  and  that  of  the  former  Bank  of  the  Urn- 
ted  States.     If  it  be  admitted,  however,  that  the 
circulation  in  1813  was  not  redundant,  it  must 
have  become  excessive  in  1815.    An  increase  of 
the  currency,  in  the  space  of  two  years,  in  the  pro- 
portion of  99  to  62,  even  if  it  had  been  wholly 
metallic,  could  not  have  failed  to  have  produced  a 
very  great  depreciation  ;  but,  when  it  is  considered 
that  not  only  the  increase,  but  the  whole  circula- 
tion, consisted  of  paper  not  convertible  into  specie, 
some  idea  of  its  depreciation  may  be  formed.    The 
depreciation,  however,  was  not  uniform  in  every 
part  of  the  Union.     The  variation  in  the  degree  of 
depreciation  depended  not  only  upon  the  greater 
issues  of  banks  in  one  section  of  the  nation  Uian  in 
others,  but  also  upon  the  local  advantages  which 
they  enjoyed  as  to  commerce.     It  is  impossible  to 
determine,  with  precision,  where  the  most  exces- 
sive issue  of  bank  notes  occurred.     Statement  E, 
which  exhibits  the  rate  of  exchange  between  the 
principal  cities  to  the  east  of  this  place  and  Lon- 
don, and  the  price  of  bills  at  New  York  upon  Boa- 
ton,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore,  during  the  years 
1813,  1814,   1815,  and   1816,  may  be  considered 
presumptive  evidence  of  that  fact.     So  far  as  it 
can  be  relied  upon  for  that  purpose,  Baltimore  was 
the  point  of  greatest  depreciation  among  the  above- 
mentioned  places.     This  is  probably  true ;  as  it  is 
known  that  the  banks  in  that  place  made  greater 
advances  to  the  Grovernment  in  the  loans  which  it 
obtained  during  the  late  war,  in  proportion  to  their 
capital,  than  those  of  Philadelphia,  New  Yoii, 
and  Boston.    But  the  greatest  depreciation  of  the 
currency  existed  in  the  interior  States,  where  the 
issues  were  not  only  excessive,  but  where  their 
relation  to  the  commercial  cities  greatly  aggravated 
the  effects  of  that  excess. 

This  statement  may  also  assist  in  explainiaff 
the  cause  of  the  necessity  which  existed  m  1814 
for  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the 
banks.  From  the  commencement  of  the  war 
until  that  event,  a  large  amount  of  specie  was 
taken  out  of  the  United  States  by  the  sale  of 
English  Government  bills,  at  a  discount  frequent- 
ly of  from  15  to  20  per  cent.  Immediately  after 
the  suspension,  they  commanded  a  premium  in 
those  places  where  the  banks  had  suspended  pay- 
ment, which  gradually  rose  to  20  per  cent. ;  whue 
at  Boston  they  remained  at  a  discount  of  about 

14  per  cent,  until  February,  1815. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  degree  of  depre- 
ciation of  the  currency  in  1815,  it  continued  to 
augment  throughout  the  first  six  months  of  the 
year  1816,  if  the  rate  of  exchange  with  London 

15  considered  conclusive  evidence  of  that  fact.  The 
excessive  importations  of  British  merchandise  du- 
ring that  period,  and  in  the  preceding  year,  might 
indeed  account  for  the  increase  of  premium  naid 
upon  sterling  bills,  and  was,  probably,  one  oi  the 
principal  causes  of  it.  The  great  fluctuations 
which  occurred  in  the  latter  part  of  that  period 
furnish  ^me  reason,  however,  for  ascribing  them, 
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■  in  some  degree,  to  chan^  in  the  value  of  the 
currency  in  which  their  price  was  calculated  rather 
than  to  the  ordinary  principles  of  exchange.  It 
is  more  probable  that  the  currency,  in  those  places 
where  it  was  not  convertible  into  specie,  fluctua- 
ted in  value  according  to  the  efforts  which  were 
-made,  in  particular  places,  to  prepare  fox  the  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments,  than  that  the  bal- 
ance of  payments  between  the  two  countries 
should  have  varied  to  such  an  extent  as  is  indi- 
cated by  the  sudden  variations  which  occurred 
during  that  period  in  the  rate  of  exchange.  So 
far  as  these  fluctuations  are  ascribable  to  the  cur- 
rency in  which  the  rate  of  exchange  was  deter- 
mined, a  considerable  appreciation  of  that  currency 
took  place  in  the  last  months  of  the  year  1816. 
From  that  period  until  the  present  time,  the  circu- 
lation has  rapidly  diminished;  and  all  the  evils 
incident  to  a  decreasinof  currency  have  been  felt 
'in  every  part  of  the  Union,  except  in  some  of  the 
Eastern  States. 

If,  as  previously  stated,  the  circulation  of  1813 

.be  admitted  to  be  the  amount  required  to  effect  the 
exchanges  of  the  community  with  facility  and 
advantage,  and  that,  in  the  year  1815,  that  cir- 
culation was  extended  to  $99,000,000,  r  which  was, 
in  some  degree,  augmented  in  1816,)  the  extent 
of  the  diminution  ot  the  currency,  in  the  space  of 

; -three  years,  may  be  perceived.  But  it  is  probable 
that  the  currency  in  1815  exceeded  $99,000,000. 
The  banks,  upon  whose  situation  that  estimate 
is  founded,  were  established  at  a  period  when  the 


The  fact  that  the  currency  in  1815  and  1816  was 
depreciated  has  not  sensibly  diminished  the  efl'ect 
upon  the  community  of  this  great  and  sudden  re- 
duction. Whatever  was  the  degree  of  its  depreci- 
ation, it  was  still  the  measure  ot  value.  It  deter- 
mined the  price  of  labor,  and  of  all  the  property 
of  the  community.  A  change  so  violent  could  not 
fail,  under  the  most  favorable  auspices  in  other 
respects,  to  produce  much  distress,  to  check  the 
ardor  of  enterprise,  and  seriously  to  affect  the  pro- 
ductive energies  of  the  nation.  The  reduction 
was,  in  fact,  commenced  under  favorable  auspices. 
During  the  year  1817,  and  the  greater  part  of  1818, 
all  the  surplus  produce  of  the  country  commanded 
in  foreign  markets  higher  prices  than  ordinary. 
The  rale  of  foreign  exchange  afforded  no  induce- 
ment for  the  exportation  of  specie,  for  the  purpose 
of  discharging  debts  previously  contracted.  The 
only  drain  to  which  the  metallic  currency  was  sub- 
ject was  the  demand  for  it  for  the  prosecution  of 
the  trade  to  the  East  Indies  and  to  China.  In  this 
trade,  specie  being  the  principal  commodity,  and 
indispensable  to  its  prosecution,  the  amount  ex- 
ported during  those  years  was  very  great,  and  se- 
riously affected  the  amount  of  circulation,  by  com- 
pelling the  banks  to  diminish  their  discounts. 

Notwithstanding  the  drain  for  this  commerce 
during  these  years  was  unusually  large,  every  other 
circumstance  was  favorable  to  the  restoration  of 
the  currency  to  a  sound  state,  with  the  least  possi- 
ble distress  to  the  community.  The  capacity  of 
the  country  to  discharge  a  large  portion  ofthe  debts 


practice  of  dispensing  with  the  payment  of  those  contracted  with  banks,  and  which  had  occasioned 
portions  of  their  capital  falling  due  after  they  I  their  excessive  issues,  was  greater  than  at  any 
went  into  operation  had  not  been  generally  inlro-  I  former  period,  and  than  it  probably  will  be  again 
duced.  Some  of  them  did  not  suspend  specie  pay-  i  for  a  lapse  of  successive  years.  The  eflort  to  rf»- 
ments  during  the  general  suspension.  The  rest  duce  (he  amount  of  currency  during  ihose  years 
were  among  the  first  to  resume  them,  and  have  !  though  successful  to  a  considerable  decree  was 
continued  them  to  the  present  time.  It  cannot  be  '  not  pursued  with  sufficient  earnestness!  In  the 
expected  that  banks  which  went  into  operation  latter  part  of  1818,  when  the  price  of  the  principal 
during  tlie  war,  and  after  the  general  suspension  |  articles  of  American  production  had  fallen  nearly 
had  occurred,  were  conducted  with  an  equal  degree  i  50  per  cent,  in  foreign  markets,  when  the  merchant 
of  prudence  and  circumspection.  A  reasonable  j  needed  the  aid  of  additional  loans  to  sustain  him 
allowance  being  made  for  bank  notes  supposed  to  ,  against  the  losses  which  he  had  incurred  by  the 
be  m  circulation  at  that  period,  but  which  were,  in  ;  sudden  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  commodities 
fact,  in  the  possession  of  other  banks,  and  for  the  ;  he  had  exported,  he  was  called  upon  to  discharge 
cxcessofissuesbeyond  the  estimate,  the  circulation  ,  loans  previously   contracted.     The  agriculturist 

may,  it  is  believed,  be  safely  calculated   at   not    — "^  '  »  .    ..         > 

less  than  $110,000,000.  The  paper  circulation 
in  1813  has  been  estimated  at  $62,000,000.  At 
that  period,  however,  gold  and  silver  formed  a 
substantial  part  of  the  currency.  The  condition 
of  the  old  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  1810, 
and  of  the  sixteen  banks  in  1813,  proves  that 
the  demand   for  specie   from   the   vaults  of  the 


who  saw  his  income  reduced  below  his  indispen- 
:  sable  necessities;  the  manufacturer,  who  was  not 
[  only  struggling  against  foreign  competition,  but 
I  who  .saw  the  sale  of  his  manufactures  reduced,  by 
I  the  incapacity  of  his  customers  to  buy  ;  in  fact,  all 
I  classes  of  the  community,  under  circumstances  so 
adverse  to  the  command  of  funds,  were  subjected 
to  curtailment  wherever  they  had  obtained  dis- 


banks  was  inconsiderable.     It  is  therefore  probable  1  counts. 

^*n  ri!!.^nl*'°'^f  ^'/f  "1*^'*""  °^  1813  amounted  to  j  AH  intelligent  writers  upon  currency  agree  that 
f  ^^^^■^J^''  ^^^^^  \^.'^  ^^^'^^^^^^ohtive  risen  where  it  is  decreasing  in  amount,  poverty  and 
to  $110,000,000  ;  and  this  amount  was  probably  misery  must  prevail.  The  correctness  of  theopin- 
augmented  in  1816.  At  the  close  of  1819,  it  has  ion  is  too  manifest  to  require  proof  The  united 
been  estimated,  upon  data  believed  to  be  substan-  voice  of  the  nation  attests  its  accuracy.  As  there 
tially  correct,  at  $45,000,000  According  to  these  is  no  recorded  example  in  the  history  of  nations 
estimates,  the  currency  of  the  United  States  has,  ,  of  a  reduction  ofthe  currency  so  rapid  and  so  ex- 

ftiinL^PJ^  °  «!  V^n^^'^''  ^c"  '^."''^''  ^'°°'  '  *«°»'''*''  ^  but  few  examples  have  occurred  of  dis- 
»U0,W0,000  to  $45,000,000.  This  reduction  ex-  .  tress  so  general  and  so  severe  as  that  which  has 
£eetis  59  per  cent,  of  the  whole  circulation  of  1815.  i  been  exhibited  in  the  United  States.    To  the  evils 


-H-l 


-^^^m 
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of  a  decreasing  currency  are  superadded  those  of 
a  deficient  currency.  But,  notwithstanding  it  is  de- 
ficient, it  is  still  depreciated.  In  several  of  the  States 
the  great  mass  of  the  circulation  is  not  even  os- 
tensibly convertible  into  specie  at  the  will  of  the 
holder.  During  the  greater  part  of  the  time  that 
has  elapsed  since  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments, the  convertibility  of  bank  notes  into  specie 
has  been  rather  nominal  than  real  in  the  largest 
portion  ofthe  Union.  On  the  part  of  the  banks, 
mutual  weakness  had  produced  mutual  forbearance. 
The  extensive  diffusion  of  bank  stock  among  the 
great  body  ofthe  citizens,  in  most  ofthe  Slates,  had 
produced  the  same  forbearance  among  individuals. 
To  demand  specie  of  the  banks,  when  it  was  known 
they  were  unable  to  pay,  was  to  destroy  their  own 
interests,  by  destroying  the  credit  of  the  banks  in 
which   the  productive   portion  of  their  property 


the  interests  of  society.  But  when  the  currenej 
is  metallic,  and  paper  convertible  into  specie, 
changes  to  such  an  extent,  it  is  believed,  will  fre- 
quently occur. 

The  establishment  of  banks  which  arc  re- 
strained from  issuing  notes  of  small  denomina- 
tions furnishes  great  facilities  for  the  transmission 
of  money,  and  increases  the  eflSciency  of  the  cap- 
ital subject  to  their  control  to  the  extent  of  the 
credit  employed  by  them.  The  degree  of  facility 
afforded  by  them  for  the  transportation  or  trans- 
mission of  money  depends  upon  the  extent  of 
country  within  which  their  notes  circulate,  and 
preserve  a  value  equivalent  to  specie.  Ordinarily, 
this  extent  is  determined  by  the  interior  trade  of 
the  country  ;  they  will  circulate  through  the  whole 
extent  of  country,  the  produce  of  which  is  carried 
for  .<«ale  to  the  place  of  their  establishment.    If 


was  invested.  In  favor  of  forbearance  was  also  ,  thev  are  established  only  in  the  principal  commer- 
added  the  influence  of  the  great  mass  of  bank  '■  cial  city  of  the  nation,  iheir  notes  will  circulate 
debtors.  Everv  dollar  in  specie  drawn  out  of  the  i  through  the  whole  extent  of  its  territory,  and 
banks,  especially  for  exporiation,  induced  the  ne-  '  afford  the  greatest  possible  facility  for  the  trani- 


cessity  of  curtailments.  To  this  portion  of  the 
community  all  other  evils  were  light  when  com- 
pared with  the  imperious  demands  of  banks. 
Their  exertions  to  prevent  the  drain  of  specie  in 
the  possession  of  those  who  controlled  their  des- 
tiny equalled  the  magnitude  of  the  evils  which 
were  to  be  avoided.  In  mast  parts  of  the  Union 
this  forced  state  of  things  is  passing  away.     The 

convertibility  of  bank  notes  into  specie  is  becom-    degree.     In  that  event, 
ing  real  wherever  it  is  ostensible.     If  public  opin-    late  within  very  narrow 
ion  does  not  correct  the  evil  in  those  Stales  where    " 
this  convertibility  is  not  even  ostensible,  it  will  be 
the  imperious  duty  of  those  who  are  invested  with 
the  power  of  correction  to  apply  the  appropriate 
remedy. 

As  the  currency  is,  at  lea.st  in  some  parts  ofthe 
Union,  depreciated,  it  must  in  those  parts  suffer  a 
further  reduction  before  it  becomes  sound.  The 
nation  must  continue  to  suffer  until  this  is  effected. 
After  the  currency  shall  be  reduced  to  the  amount 
■which,  when  the  present  quantity  of  the  precious 
metals  is  distributed  among  the  various  nations  of 
the  world,  in  proportion  to  their  respective  ex- 
changeable values,  shall  be  assigned  to  the  United 


mission  of  money.  If  they  are  established  in 
several  of  the  commercial  cities,  their  circula- 
tion will  be  circumscribed  by  the  sections  of  coun- 
try the  inhabitants  of  which  trade  to  those  cities. 
The  facility  for  transmitting  money  will  be  di- 
minished by  their  establishment.  But  if  banks 
should  be  established  in  all  the  interior  towns, 
this  facility  would  be  impaired  to  a  still  greater 

their  notes  would  circa- 
limits;  but,  within  those 
limits,  the  notes  of  the  banks  in  the  commercial 
cities  would  no  longer  form  part  of  the  circula- 
tion. Should  they,  by  accident,  be  carried  within 
it,  the  first  individual  having  remittances  to  make, 
and  into  who^e  hands  they  might  come,  would  use 
them  for  that  purpose. 

The  degree  of  credit  which  a  bank  can  employ, 
in  proportion  to  its  capital,  depends  upon  a  variety 
of  circumstances.  If  the  community  repose  great 
confidence  in  the  prudence  and  integrity  of  those 
who  direct  its  concerns;  if  the  capital  employed  be 
small  in  proportion  to  the  demand  for  the  trans- 
mission of  money  ;  if  there  be  no  other  bank  whose 
local  situation  repels  it*  circulation  from  those  sec- 


/V*w„'  ^  *'™^  **'*''  ^'^^  regulated  the  price  lions  of  the  country,  the  produce  of  which  is  ulti- 
of  labor  and  of  commodities,  according  to  that  mately  carried  to  the  place  where  it  is  established, 
k™°"k!'  ^°'^."'^1*^"  pre-existing  engagements  shall  the  credit  which  it  will  be  able  to  employ  will  be 
have  been  adjusted,  the  sufferings  from  a  depreci-  very  great  Whereall  these  facilities  are  wanting, 
atcd,  decreasing,  and  deficient  currency  will  be  the  extent  of  the  credit  which  it  will  employ  wfll 
terminated.  Individual  and  public  prosperity  will  be  very  inconsiderable.  The  additional  efficiency 
gradually  revive,  and  the  productive  energies  of  which,  in  the  latter  case,  will  be  imparted  to  cap- 
the  nation  resume  their  accustomed  activity.  But  ital  invested  in  banks,  will  not,  it  is  believed,  coun- 
new  changes  in  the  currency,  and  circumstances  tervail  the  evils  which  necessarily  result  from  their 
adverse  to  the  perpetuity  of  the  general  prosperity,    establishment 

may  reasonably  be  expected  to  occur.  So  far  as  Among  the  advantages  which  have  been  sup 
these  changes  depend  upon  the  currency,  their  re-  :  posed  most  strongly  to  recommend  their  establish- 
currence,  to  an  extent  sufficient  to  disturb  the  ment,  especially  in  a  community  whose  resources 
prosperity  of  the  nation,  would  bo  effectually  pre-  ;  are  rapidly  expanding,  their  capacity  suddenly  to 
vented,  if  it  could  be  rendered  purely  metallic.  In  increase  the  currency  to  the  utmost  demand  for  it 
that  event,  we  should  always  retain  that  proper-  '  has  been  considered  the  most  important 
tion  of  the  precious  metals  which  our  exchangea-  ;  In  a  country  where  the  currency  is  purely  me- 
ble  commodities  bear  to  those  of  other  nations.  {  tallic,  no  considerable  addition  can  be  made  to  it 
The  currency  would  seldom  be  either  redundant  without  giving,  at  the  time  of  its  acquisition,  ar- 
or  deficient  to  an  extent  that  would  seriously  affect  '  tides  in  exchange  of  equal  value.     No  addition 
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ean  be  made  to  the  currency  without  afTectio^,  to 
the  extent  of  such  addition,  the  enjoyments  ot  the 
community.  The  amount  so  added  will,  to  the 
same  extent,  diminish  the  quantity  of  articles  which 
would  otherwise  be  imported  into  the  country  for 
domestic  consumption,  or  for  re-exportation. 

Ordinarily,  the  currency  of  one  country  will  not 
be  exported  to  another,  because  its  value  in  every 
country  is  nearly  the  same.    It  will  not,  therefore, 
like  other  commodities,  command  a  commercial 
profit  upon  exportation.     It  will   be  taken  from 
one  country  to  another  only  when  the  price  of 
commodities  in  the  former  is  so  high  as  to  produce 
a  loss  in  the  latter  equal  to  the  expense  ot  trans- 
porting specie.     It  is  this  condition,  annexed  to 
every  acquisition  to  the  currency  of  a  State,  when 
it  is  purely  metallic,  of  diminishing,  to  the  same 
extent,  the  enjoyments  of  the  community,  which 
affords  the  most  efficient  protection  against  its  be- 
coming redundant.     It  is  equally  efficient  in  guard- 
ing against  a  deficiency,  to  an  extent  that  can 
seriously  affect  the  interest   of  the  jcommunity. 
But  this  condition  is  not  annexed  to  the  increa.se 
of  the  currency  by  the  issue  of  bank  notes,  even 
when  convertible  into  specie.     The  notes  by  which 
the  currency  is  suddenly  augmented  do  not,  in  any 
degree,  diminish  the  enjoyments  of  the  community. 
No  equivalent   is,  by  such   issue,   transferred    to 
another  community,  as  is  invariably  done  when 
an  acquisition  is  made  to  a  metallic  currency. 
Whenever  the  currency  can  be  augmented,  exempt 
from  such  transfer,  it  must  be  subject  to  some  de- 
gree of  fluctuation  in  quantity.     Every  addition 
made  to  the  currency  by  the  issue  of  bank  notes 
changes  the  relation  which  previously  existed  be- 
tween the  amount  of  the  currency  and  the  amount 
of  the  commodities  which   are  to  be  exchanged 
through  its  agency.     Their  issue  depends  not  upon 
receiving  in  exchange  articles  of  equal  value,  but 
upon  a  pledge  of  the  credit  of  one  or  more  individ- 
uals to  the  amount  of  such  issue.     No  evil  can  re- 
sult to  the  community  from  the  advance  of  the 
capital  of  a  bank  in  exchange  for  the  credit  of  in- 
dividuals.    In  that  case,  no  addition  is  made  to 
the  amount  of  the  currency  previously  in  circula- 
tion.   It  is  perfectly  immaterial  to  society  whether 
this  capital  be  lent  by  individuals  or  by  corpora- 
tions.    The  relation  between  the  currency  and  the 
exchangeable  commodities  of  the  State  is  not  dis- 
turbed.    But,  when  their  credit  is  greatly  extended, 
the  currency  is  expanded,  and  that  relation  is  de- 
ranged.   An  expansion  of  the  currency,  through 
the  agency  of  banks,  will  generally  occur  only  in 
periods  of  prosperity.     During  such  periods,  enter- 
prise will  be  fostered,  industry  stimulated,  and  the 
comfort  and  happiness  of  tne  people  advanced, 
without  the  factitious  aid  of  an  expansive  currency. 
But  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  sudden  increase 
of  the  currency,   during   periods  of   prosperity, 
through  the  agency  of  bank  issues,  gives  additional 
force  and  activity  to  the  national  enterprise.     Such 
an  increase  will  be  followed  bv  a  general  rise  in 
the  value  of  all  articles,  especially  of  those  which 
cannot  be  exported.     The  price  of  lands,  houses, 
and  public  stock,  will  be  augmented  in  a  greater 
degree  than  if  no  such  increase  had  taken  place. 
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If  these  prices  could  be  maintained,  if  they  could 
even  be  protected  against  sudden  reduction,  they 
would  be  cause  of  gratulation  rather  than  of  com- 
plaint    But  the  expansion  of  the  currency,  by  the 
issue  of  paper,  in  a  period  of  prosperity,  will  in- 
evitably be  succeeded  by  its  contraction  in  periods 
of  adversity.     The  extent  to  which  the  currency 
may  be  contracted,  through  the  agency  of  banks, 
depends  upon  the  use  which  they  may  have  made 
of  their  credit     The  excess  of  their  discounts  be- 
yond  their  capital  actually  paid  determines  the 
amount  of  the  credit  which  they  have  employed. 
Thus,  in  1813,  the  capital  of  the  banks  in  the 
United  States  has  been  estimated  at  ^65,000,000, 
and  their  discounts  at  $117,000,000.     The  extent 
to  which  their  credit  was   then   employed   was 
$52,000,000.     Their  circulation,  the  same  period, 
has  been  estimated  at  $02,000,000.     In  this  esti- 
mate no  allowance  was  made  for  notes  stated  to  be 
in  circulation,  but  which  were  probably  in  the  pos- 
session of  other  banks.     A  reasonable  deduction 
being  made  on  that  account,  it  is  probable  that 
the  paper  circulation  did  not  much  exceed  $52,- 
000,000.     But  the  liability  of  the  banks  for  specie 
was  equal  to  the  whole  amount  of  notes  represent- 
ed to  be  in  circulation,  besides  the  individual  de- 
posites.     To  meet  an  immediate  demand,  they  are 
estimated  to  have  had  $28,000,000  in  specie.     If 
the  deposites  of  individuals  should  be  estimated  at 
$18,000,000,  their  ultimate  means  of  meeting  the 
demand  of  $62,000,000,  without  sacrificing  their 
capital,  would  consist  of  $10,000,000  in  specie, 
and  $52,000,000  secured  by  the  notes  of  individu- 
als; this  sum  being  I  he  excess  of  their  discounts 
over  their  capital.     Under  ordinary  circumstances, 
the  basis  upon  which  the  credit  of  this  circulation 
rested  raignt  be  considered  sufficient  to  sustain  it. 
A  debt  of  $117,000,000  could  not,  under  the  most 
adverse  circumstances,  be  considered  inadequate 
to  meet  one  of  $52,000,000.     But,  in  the  case  of 
currency,  the  capacity  of  ultimate  ndemption  is 
not  sufficient.     The  capacity  to  redeem  it  as  it  is 
presented  is  indispensable.     Whenever  the  public 
confidence  in  this  capacity  is  impaired,  an  imme- 
diate demand  for  specie  will  be  created  ;  and,  if 
it  is  not  promptly  met,  depreciation  will  ensue. 
But,  even  in  circumstances  in  some  degree  adverse 
to  the  operations  of  banks,  if  their  discounts  con- 
sisted principally  of  notes  founded  U|)on  real  trans- 
actions, in  which  the  idea  of  renewal  was  exclud- 
ed, and  if  specie  formed  a  considerable  proportion 
of  the  circulation,  the  capacity  of  the  banks  to 
meet  the  demands  upon   them  for   specie  might 
have  been  sufficient  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the 
currency.     If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  debts  due 
to  the  banks  consisted  chiefly  of  fixed  or  perma- 
nent loans,  generally  denominated  accommodation 
paper ;  if  specie  had  been  banished  from  circula- 
tion, by  the  isijue  of  dollar  notes,  the  suspension  of 
payment  by  the  banks  could  not  fail  to  be  the  re- 
sult of  any  considerable  pressure  upon   them  for 
specie.     In  the  former  ca.se,  as  their  notes  should 
be  withdrawn  from  circulation,  they  would  grada- 
.Wly  be  reduced  to  the  demand  for  them  lor  the 
transmission  of  money.     If  the  effort  to  withdraw 
them  should  be  continued  beyond  that  point,  specie 


would  be  paid  into  the  banks  br  their  debtors,  in 

E reference  to  bank  notes ;  and  the  just  proportion 
etween  the  paper  circulation  and  the  specie  in 
their  vaults  would  be  promptly  restored.  In  the 
latter  case,  as  the  debts  due  to  the  banks  would 
not,  according  to  the  understanding  of  the  parties, 
become  due  at  short  intervals,  the  only  mode  of 
meeting  the  increasing  demands  upon  them  for 
specie  would  be  to  require  of  the  whole  mass  of 
debtors  the  pavment  of  a  fixed  proportion  of  the 
sums  due  by  them.  As  the  circumstances  which 
would  require  this  measure,  on  the  part  of  the 
banks,  would  generally  aflect  the  community  in 
the  same  degree,  the  capacity  of  their  debtors  to 
meet  this  demand  would  generally  be  found  to  be 
in  an  inverse  ratio  to  the  demand.  The  demand 
itself,  being  inconsistent  with  the  impression  under 
which  the  debt  was  contracted,  would  be  resisted 
in  every  case  where  the  interest  of  the  debtor 
would  he  subserved  by  delay.  As  specie  formed 
but  an  inconsiderable  part  of  the  currency,  the 
reduction  of  the  paper  circulation  would  have  to 
be  carried  to  a  greater  extent  than  in  the  former 
case.  A  just  proportion  between  the  paper  circu- 
lation, and  the  specie  necessary  to  support  it,  could 
be  obtained  only  by  the  positive  reduction  of  the 
former,  as  it  would  be  impracticaUe  to  increase 
the  latter,  while  the  demand  continued.  Under 
such  circumstances,  the  suspension  of  payment 
would  be  the  probable  result. 

Such,  in  fact,  were  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  suspension  in  1814  occurred. 

The  injudicious  multiplication  of  banks,  where 
capital  in  that  form,  to  some  extent,  might  have 
been  useful ;  the  establishment  of  them  where  they 
could  only  be  injurious;  the  permission  to  Issue 
dollar  notes,  by  which  specie  was  banished  from 
circulation  ;  and  the  demand  for  specie  for  export- 
ation, which  existed  during  the  years  1813  and 
1814,  imposed  upon  the  banks  in  the  Middle, 
Southern,  and  Western  States  the  necessity  of  sus- 
pending payment.  A  longer  eflGort  to  discharge 
their  notes  m  specie  would  not  only  have  been  in- 
effectual, but  would  certainly  have  postponed,  to  a 
more  remote  period,  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments. The  evils  which  have  resulted  to  the 
community  from  that  suspension  have  certainly 
been  great ;  but  it  may  well  be  doubted  whether 
others  of  equal  magnitude  would  not  have  been 
suffered,  if  that  event  had  not  occurred.  The  extent 
to  which  the  currency  must  have  been  reduced,  in 
order  to  have  avoided  the  suspension,  could  not 
have  failed,  at  any  period,  to  produce  great  embar- 
rassment and  distress  to  the  community.  But,  in 
a  time  of  war,  when  the  countrv  was  invaded ; 
when  the  public  safetv  required  that  the  energies 
of  the  nation  should  be  fully  developed,  a  sudden 
and  extensive  reduction  of  the  currency,  by  any 
cause  whatever,  would  have  been  fatal.  Under 
such  circumstances,  the  demand  for  currency  would 
have  been  too  imperious  to  be  resisted.  It  would, 
from  necessity,  have  been  supplied  by  the  issue  of 
Treasury  notes. 

The  fact  that,  in  a  small  portion  of  the  Union, 
specie  payments  were  continued,  cannot  be  admit- 
ted as  evidence  that  it  was  practicable  throughout 


the  nation.  In  that  part  of  the  country,  the  exteiH 
sive  bank  issues  consequent  upon  loans  to  the  Oot- 
ernraent  in  the  Middle  States  had  not  occurred.  For^ 
eign  trade,  which,  in  the  other  parts  of  the  Union 
was  nearly  annihilated,  still  preserved  there  a  lan- 
guid existence,  through  the  permission  or  conni- 
vance of  the  enemy.  These  circumstances  could 
not  fail  to  enable  the  banks  in  the  Eastern  States 
to  continue  specie  payments  longer  than  those  of 
the  Middle,  .Soutliern.  and  Western  States,  In 
an  effort  to  preserve  their  credit,  they  would,  in- 
evitably, be  the  last  which  would  fail.  In  such  a 
struggle,  however,  they  must  have  failed,  had  not 
the  circulation  of  the  ^per  of  their  weaker  neigh- 
bors and  the  issues  of  Treasury  notes  come  to  their 
aid.  But  for  this  adventitious  assistance,  wholly 
unconnected  with  the  wisdom  and  foresight  of 
their  directors,  specie  payments  must  have  been 
suspended  there,  or  the  best  interests  of  the  com- 
munity  have  been  sacrificed.  From  that  period, 
until  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  in  the 
early  part  of  1817,  Treasury  notes,  and  the  notes 
of  the  banks  which  had  suspended  payment,  formed 
the  great  mass  of  the  circulation  m  the  eastern 
part  of  the  Union.  Specie,  or  the  notes  of  banks 
which  continued  to  pay  specie,  formed  no  part  of 
the  receipts  of  the  Government  in  Boston  and  the 
districts  east  of  that  town,  until  about  the  close  of 
the  year  1816. 

In  all  great  exigencies,  which,  in  the  course  of 
human  events,  may  be  expected  to  arise  in  CTcry 
nation,  the  suspension  of  payment  by  banks,  where 
the  circulation  consists  principally  of  bank  notes, 
is  one  of  the  evils  which  ought  to  be  considered  as 
the  inevitable  consequence  of  their  establishment. 
Even  in  countries  where  paper  does  not  form  the 
principal  part  of  the  circulation,  such  an  event 
will  sometimes  happen.    In  the  year  1797,  when 
the  restriction  was  imposed   upon  the  Bank  of 
England,  the  average  of  its  circulation  for  several 
successive  years  was  about  £10,000,000  sterling, 
whilst  the  metallic   currency  was  estimated  at 
£30,000,000.     Yet,  in  that  country,  whose  trade 
in    time  of  war,   through   the   protection   of  its 
fleets,  was  rather  expanded  than  contracted,  it  was 
found  necessary  to  authorize  the  bank  to  suspend 
payment;    which   suspension,    after  a  lapse  of 
twenty-three  years,   still  continues.     When    the 
existence  of  banks  depends  upon  the  authority 
which   regulates  the   currency,  it  may  be  prac- 
ticable to  impose  salutary  checKs  against  excessire 
issues  of  paper  during  suspension,  and,  in  some 
degree,  to  guard  against  an  excessive  depreciation 
of  the  currency.    But,  where  these  institutions  are 
created  by  an  authority  having  no  power  to  rega- 
late  the  currency,  and  especially  where  they  are 
created  by  a  great  variety  of^authorities  independent 
of  each  other,  and  practically  incapable  ot  acting 
in  concert,  it  is  manifest  that  no  such  checks  or 
restraints  can  be  imposed.    It  is  impossible  to  im- 
agine a  currency  more  vicious  than  that  which 
depends  upon  tne  will  of  nearly  four  hundred 
banks,  entirely  independent  of  each  other,  when 
released  from  all  restraint  against  excessive  issues. 
By  the  term  currency,  the  issue  of  paper  by  Gor- 
ernment,  as  a    financial    resource,  is  excluded. 
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Bren  such  aa  issue,  in  m  State  where  the  reign  of 
law  is  firmly  established,  ana  public  opinion  con- 
trols the  public  councils,  would  be  preferable  to  a 
currency  similar  to  that  which  existed  in  some 
parts  of  the  United  States  during  the  general  sus- 
pension, and  which  irow  exists  in  some  of  the 
States.  This  truth  fias  been  practically  demon- 
strated by  the  redemption  of  the  whole  of  the 
Treasury  notes  issued  during  the  war,  within  the 
short  space  of  about  two  years  after  the  peace ; 
whilst  a  large  amount  of  bank  notes  issued  during 
the  suspension  are  yet  unredeemed,  and  greatly 
depreciated. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  metallic  currency, 
connected  with  a  paper  circulation,  convertible 
into  specie,  and  not  exceeding  the  demand  for  the 
facile  transmission  of  money,  is  the  most  conve- 
nient that  can  be  devised.    When  the  paper  cir- 
culation exceeds  that  demand,  the  metallic  cur- 
rency, to  the  amount  of  the  excess,  will  be  export- 
ed, and  a  liability  to  sudden  fluctuations  to  the 
same  extent  will  be  produced. 
\    If  banks  were  established  only  in  the  principal 
commercial  cities  of  each  State ;  if  they  were  re- 
strained from  the  issue  of  notes  of  small  denomi- 
nations ;  if  they  should  retain  an  absolute  control 
over  one-half  of  their  capital,  and  the  whole  of 
the  credit  which  they  employ,  by  discounting  to 
that  amount  nothing  but  transaction  paper  paya- 
ble at  short  dates,  the  credit  and  stability  of  the 
banks  would  at  least  be  unquestionable.     Their 
notes  could  always  be  redeemed  in  specie,  on  de- 
mand.   The  remaining  part  of  their  capital  might 
be  advanced  upon  long  credits  to  manufacturers, 
and  even  to  agriculturists,  without  the  danger  of 
being  under  the  necessity  of  calling  upon  such 
debtors  to  contribute  to  their  relief  if  emergencies 
should  occur.     Such  debtors  are,  in  fact,  unable 
to  meet  sudden  exigencies,  and  ought  never  to  ac- 
cept of  advances  from  banks  but  upon  long  credits, 
for  which  timelv  provision  may  be  made.     The 
latter  class,  of  all  others,  is  the  least  qualified  to 
meet  the  sudden  demands  which  a  pressure  upon 
banks  compels  them  to  make  upon  their  debtors. 
The  returns  of  capital  invested  in  agriculture  are 
too  slow  and  distant  to  justify  engagements  with 
banks,  except  upon  long  credits.     If  the  payment 
of  the  principal  should   be  demanded  at  other  pe- 
riods than  those  at  which  the  husbandman  receives 
the  annual  reward  of  his  toil,  the  distress  which 
would  result  from  the  exaction  would  greatly  out- 
weigh any  benefit  which   was  anticipated   from 
the  loan.     That  the  establishment  of  banks  in 
agricultural   districts   has   greatly   improved    the 
general  appearance  of  the  country,  is  not  denied. 
Comfortable  mansions  and  spacious  barns  have 
been  erected ;  lands  have  been  cleared  and  reduc- 
ed to  cultivation;  farms  have  been  stocked  and 
rendered  more  productive,  by  the  aid  of  bank  cred- 
its; but  these  improvements  will  eventually  be 
found,  in  most  cases,  to  eflect  the  ruin  of  the  pro- 
prietor.    The  farm,  with  its  improvements,  will 
frequently  prove  unequal  to  the  discharge  of  the 
debu  incurred  in  its  embellishment.      Such,  in 
tact,  is  the  actual  or  apprehended  state  of  things 
.ivherever  banks  have  been  established  in  the  small 


inland  towns  and  villages.  Poverty  and  distress 
are  impending  over  the  heads  of  most  of  those 
who  have  attempted  to  improve  their  farms  by  the 
aid  of  bank  credits.  So  general  is  this  distress, 
that  the  princinal  attention  of  the  State  Legisla- 
ttires,  where  the  evil  exists,  is,  at  this  moment, 
directed  to  the  adoption  of  measures  calculated  to 
rescue  their  tellow-citizens  from  the  inevitable  ef- 
fects of  their  own  indiscretion.  If,  in  affording  a 
shield  to  the  debtor  against  the  legal  demand  of 
his  creditor,  the  axe  shall  be  applied  to  the  root  of 
the  evil,  by  the  annihilation  of  banks  where  they 
ought  never  to  have  existed,  the  interference,  how- 
ever  doubtful  in  point  of  policy  or  principle,  may 
eventually  be  productive  of  more  good  than  evil. 

The  general  system  of  credit  which  has  been 
introduced  through  the  agency  of  banks,  brought 
home  to  every  man's  door,  has  produced  a  facti- 
tious state  of  things,  extremely  adverse  to  the  sober, 
frugal,  and  industrious  habits  which  ought  to  be 
cherished  in  a  republic.  In  the  place  of  these  vir- 
tues, extravagance,  idleness,  and  the  spirit  of  gam- 
bling adventure  have  been  engendered  and  fostered 
by  our  institutions.  So  far  as  these  evils  have 
been  produced  by  the  establishment  of  banks  where 
they  are  not  required,  by  the  omission  to  impose 
upon  them  wholesome  restraints,  and  by  the  igno- 
rance or  misconduct  of  those  who  have  been  in- 
trusted with  their  direction,  they  are  believed  to 
be  beyond  the  control  of  the  Federal  Government. 
Since  the  resumption  of  specie  payments,  measures 
have  been  adopted  in  some  of  the  States  to  enforce 
their  continuance;  in  others,  the  evil  has  been  left 
to  the  correction  of  public  opinion.  There  is, 
however,  some  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  au- 
thority of  law  may  be  interposed  in  support  of  the 
circulation  of  notes  not  convertible  into  specie. 

But  the  Federal  Government  has,  by  its  mea- 
sures, in  some  degree,  contributed  to  the  spirit  of 
speculation  and  of  adventurous  enterprise  which, 
at  this  moment,  so  strongly  characterizes  the  citi- 
zensof  this  Republic.  Thesyt«tem  of  credit,  which 
in  the  infancy  of  our  commerce  was  indispensable 
to  its  prosperity,  if  not  to  its  existence,  has  been 
extended  at  a  period  when  the  dictates  of  sound 
discretion  seemed  to  require  that  it  should  be  short- 
ened. The  credit  given  upon  the  sale  of  the  na- 
tional domain  has  diffused  this  spirit  of  speculation 
and  of  inordinate  enterprise  among  the  great  mass 
of  our  citizens.  The  public  lands  are  purchased, 
and  splendid  towns  erected  upon  them,  with  bank 
credits.  Every  thing  is  artificial.  The  rich  in- 
habitant of  the  commercial  cities  and  the  tenant 
of  the  forest  diflfer  only  in  the  object  of  their  pur- 
suit. Whether  commerce,  splendid  mansions,  or 
public  lands  be  the  object  of  desire,  the  means  by 
which  the  gratification  is  to  be  secured  are  banx 
credits.  ■       id-. 

This  state  of  things  is  no  less  unfriendly  to  the 
duration  of  our  republican  institutions  than  it  is 
adverse  to  the  development  of  our  national  ener- 
gies when  great  emergencies  shall  arise ;  for,  upon 
such  occasions,  the  attention  of  the  citizen  will  be 
directed  to  the  preservation  of  his  property  from 
the  grasp  of  his  creditors,  instead  of  oeing  devoted 
to  the  defence  of  his  country  ;  instead  of  being  able 


to  pay  with  promptitude  the  contributions  neces- 
sary to  the  preservation  of  the  State,  he  will  be 
induced  to  claim  the  interference  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  protect  him  against  the  effects  of  his  folly 
and  extravagance. 

This  ought  not  to  be  the  condition  of  a  republic 
when  menaced  by  foreign  force  or  domestic  com- 
motion. Such,  it  is  apprehended,  will  be  the  con- 
dition of  the  United  States,  if  the  course  which 
has  been  pursued  since  the  commencement  of  the 
late  war  be  not  abandoned.  Since  that  period,  it 
is  believed,  the  number  of  banks  in  the  United 
States  has  been  more  than  doubled.  They  have 
been  established  in  the  little  inland  towns  and  vil 
lages,  and  have  brought  distress  and  ruin  upon  the 
inhabitants.  When  the  cause  and  the  extent  of 
the  evil  are  known,  no  doubt  is  entertained  that 
the  appropriate  remedies  will  be  applied  by  those 
who,  in  our  complex  form  of  government,  are  in- 
vested with  the  necessary  authority. 

But  the  re.<iolution  requires  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  "  to  report  such  measures  as,  in  his  opin- 
ion, may  be  expedient  to  procure  and  retain  a  suf- 
ficient quantity  of  gold  and  silver  coin  in  the  Uni- 
ted Slates." 

It  has  already  been  suggested,  that,  if  the  cur- 
rency were  purely  tnetalfic,  or  connected  with 
paper  convertible  into  specie,  lo  the  extent  only  of 
the  demand  for  the  transmission  of  money,  the 
United  States  would  retain  a  proportion  ot  the 
precious  metals  which  the  value  of  their  exchange- 
able commodities  bore  to  those  of  other  States. 
But  if  paper  can  be  made  to  circulate  independent 
of  its  employment  in  the  transmission  of  funds, 
gold  and  silver  to  the  same  extent  will  be  exported. 
If  paper  will  be  received  and  employed  generally 
as  the  medium  of  exchange,  and  especially  if  it  be 
issued  in  bills  of  small  denominations,  the  amount 
of  specie  which  will  be  exported  will  be  great  in 
proportion  lo  the  paper  in  circulation.  If  this  po- 
sition be  correct,  the  power  of  Congress  will  be 
insufficient  to  retain  any  considerable  portion  of 
gold  and  silver  in  the  United  Stales.  Bank  note.**, 
from  one  dollar  to  those  of  large  denominations, 
have  circulated,  and,  it  is  presumed,  will  continue 
to  circulate,  independent  of  its  authority.  As  long 
as  bank  notes  will  be  received  as  a  substitute  for 
specie,  the  quantity  of  specie  necessary  for  cur- 
rency will  be  small  and  may  be  easily  retained 
without  the  aid  of  Government.  Bui  the  demand 
for  specie,  where  the  circulation  is  principally  pa- 
per, IS  extremely  fluctuating.  When  there  is  but 
little  or  no  demand  for  it,  the  temptation  to  increase 
their  discounts,  by  the  issue  of  more  paper,  is  too 
strong  lo  be  resisted  by  banks.  When  a  demand 
for  specie  arises,  the  currency  has  lo  be  suddenly 
diminished  by  the  contraction  of  their  discounts. 
Fluctuations  in  the  amount  of  the  currency,  pro- 
duced by  this  means,  is  the  principal  mischief  lo 
be  remedied  ;  these  fluctuations  will  frequently 
occur  in  every  Slate,  where  the  currency  is  prin- 
cipally paper  convertible  into  coin.  In  the  United 
States,  where  the  specie  exported  as  a  primary  arti- 
cle of  commerce  to  the  Ea.st  Indies  and  to  China 
bears  so  large  a  proportion  lo  the  metallic  currency 
of  the  country,  they  must  not  only  be  more  fre- 


quent than  in  States  where  no  such  commerce 
exists,  but  more  extensive  in  their  effects.  The 
demand  created  for  Spanish  milled  dollars,  by  the 
exportation  of  specie,  in  the  prosecution  of  this 
trade,  has,  without  doubt,  caused  iheir  importatioQ 
to  an  extent  which  otherwise  would  not  have  oc- 
curred. As  this  demand  is  in  some  degree  contin- 
gent, the  supply  will  also  be  contingent.  When 
it  exceeds  the  demand,  the  banks  will  be  tempted 
to  new  issues  of  paper.  When  it  is  deficient,  the 
deficiency  will  be  drawn  from  the  banks,  and  will 
cause  a  sudden  diminution  of  the  currency.  If 
this  diminution  could  be  limited  to  the  amount  of 
the  deficiency  thus  drawn  from  the  banks,  the  evil 
would  be  no  greater  than  if  the  currency  were 
metallic.  But  this  is  not  the  fact.  When  the 
paper  circulation  is  returned  upon  the  banks  for 
specie,  prudence  requires  that  an  effort  should  be 
made  to  preserve  the  same  proportion  between  the 
specie  in  their  vaults  and  their  notes  in  circulation 
as  existed  at  the  moment  the  pressure  commenced. 
If  the  paper  in  circulation  should  be  three  times 
the  amount  of  specie  in  possession  of  the  banks,  a 
demand  upon  them  for  $1,000,000  of  specie  would 
produce  a  diminution  of  §3,000,000  in  the  currency 
if  the  specie  should  be  exported,  and  of  §2,000,000 
if  it  remained  in  the  country.  It  is  even  probable 
that  the  comparative  diminution  would  exceed  thii 
ratio.  As  the  demand  increased,  apprehensions 
would  be  excited  for  the  credit  of  the  banks;  the 
exertions  produced  by  that  apprehension  would 
correspond  with  the  magnitude  of  the  evil  to  be 
avoided,  rather  than  with  the  positive  pressure; 
this,  it  is  presumed,  would  be  the  effect  of  such  an 
emergency,  where  banks  had  not  become  familiar- 
ized with  bankruptcy,  and  were  not  countenanced 
by  society  in  a  course  of  conduct  which,  in  private 
life,  would  be  considered  dishonest. 

If,  by  any  Constitutional  exercise  of  the  power 
of  Congress,  banks  can  be  restrained,  first,  from 
issuing  notes  of  small  denominations,  and,  sec- 
ondly, from  excessive  issues  when  their  notes  are 
not  returned  upon  them  for  specie,  fluctuatious  in 
the  currency,  to  an  extent  to  derange  the  interests 
of  society,  may  be  prevented.  But  if  the  imposi- 
tion of  these  restraints  is  not  within  the  Consti- 
tutional powers  of  Congress,  the  evils  which  have 
been  suffered  for  the  want  of  those  restraints  roust 
continue  until  the  present  system  of  banking  shall 
be  abandoned. 

In  an  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  currency,  the 
consideration  of  the  coinage  is  necessarily  involved. 
The  principles  upon  which  the  coinage  of  the 
United  States  has  been  established  are  substan- 
tially correct.  The  standard  fineness  of  the  gold 
coinage  corresponds  with  the  coinage  of  Engund 
and  Portugal.  The  standard  of  the  silver  coinage 
differs  but  little  from  that  of  Spain.  The  Ameri- 
can dollar  is  intrinsically  worth  about  one  per 
cent,  less  than  the  Spanish  milled  dollar.  This 
difference,  if  the  Spanish  dollar  had  not  been  made 
a  legal  tender,  might  have  secured  to  the  nation  a 
more  permanent  use  of  its  silver  coinage.  Amer- 
ican dollars  would  not  be  exported  as  long  as 
Spanish  dollars  could  be  obtained  for  that  purpose 
at  a  reasonable  premium.     If  this  latter  coin  were 
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not  a  l^al  tender,  the  banks  mieht  afford  to  im- 
port it,  and  might  sell,  at  a  fair  premium,  the 
amount  which  might  be  required  oi  them  for  the 
China  and  East  India  trade. 

The  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver  has  been 
differently  established  in  different  nations.     It  has 
been  different  in  the  same  nation  at  different  pe- 
riods.    In  England,  an  ounce  of  gold  is  equal  in 
value  to  about  15.2  ounces  of  silver ;  in  France,  it 
is  equal  to  15.5;  and  in  Spain  and  Portugal  to  16 
ounces.     In  the  United  States,  an  ounce  of  gold  is 
eoual  to  15  ounces  of  silver.    But  the  relative  value 
of  these  metals  in  the  markets  frequently  differs 
from  that  assigned  to  them  by  the  laws  of  the  dif- 
ferent civilized  States.     It  is  believed  that  gold, 
when  compared  with  silver,  has  been  for  many 
years  appreciating  in  value,  and  now  everywhere 
commands,  in  the  money  markets,  a  higher  value 
than  that  which  has  been  assigned  to  it  in  States 
where  its  relative  value  is  greatest.     If  this  be 
correct,  no  injustice  will  result  from  a  change  in 
the  relative  legal  value  of  gold  and  silver,  so  as  to 
make  it  correspond  with  their  relative  marketable 
ralue.     If  gold,  in  relation  to  silver,  should  be 
raised  five  per  cent.,  one  ounce  of  it  would  be 
equal  to  15.75  or  15|  ounces  of  pure  silver.     This 
augmentation  in  its  value  would  cause  it  to  be  im- 
ported in  quantities  sufficient  to  perform  all  the 
functions  of  currency.     As  it  is  not  used  to  any 
considerable  extent  as  a  primary  article  of  com- 
merce, the  fluctuations  to  which  the  silver  cur- 
rency is  subject  from  that  cause  would  not  affect 
it.     It  would  be  exported  only  when  the  rate  of 
exchange  against  the  country  should  exceed  the 
wtpense  of  exportation.    In  ordinary  circumstances, 
such  a  state  of  exchange  would  not  be  of  long  con- 
tinuance.    If  the  currency  of  the  United  States 
must,  of  necessity,  continue  to  be  paper  convertible 
into  specie,  an  increase  of  the  gold  coinage,  upon 
principles  which  shall  afford  the  least  inducement 
to  exportation,  is  probably  the  most  wholesome 
corrective  that  can  be  applied,  after  the  rigid  en- 
forcement of  that  convertibility. 

The  copper  coinage  is  believed  to  be  susceptible 
of  improvement.  Copper  itself  is  too  massive  to 
serve  the  purposes  of  change.  One  hundred  cents 
are  too  cumbrous  to  be  carried  and  used  in  the 
^  numberless  transactions  which  daily  occur  between 
mdividuals.  Coin  compounded  of  silver  and  cop- 
per, of  from  one  to  ten  cents,  would  be  much 
more  suitable  for  that  object.  This  kind  of  coin- 
age has  been  adopted  in  other  countries  with  great 
advantage. 

It  has,  however,  been  objected  to  this  coinage 

1.  That,  as  compounded  metals  are  much  harder 
than  the  component  ingredients,  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult, and,  consequently,  expensive  to  work. 

2.  That  the  coin  itself  would  be  of  little  or  no 
intrinsic  value ;  copper  or  brass  being  of  superior 
ralue  in  the  manufactures  to  which  it  might  be 
applied.  And  that  the  public  would  scarcely  sub- 
mit to  the  circulation  of  a  coin  so  worthle-ss. 

3.  That  it  might  be  counterfeited  by  a  composi- 
tton  of  zinc  and  copper. 

.   A^  giving  to  these  objections  their  due  weight, 
»t  IS  bdieved  that  a  change  of  this  nature,  in  the 
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copper  coinage,  would  be  beneficial.  Although 
the  expense  of  such  a  coinage  should  be  twice  as 
much  as  that  of  an  equal  number  of  silver  coin 
still  it  mi^ht  be  advantageous.  Small  change' 
both  of  silver  and  copper,  may  be  abundant  in 
Philadelphia,  the  seat  of  the  Mint,  but  it  is  not 
j  generally  so  elsewhere.  If  it  were,  tickets  of  6^. 
10,  12^,  25,  and  50  cents,  issued  by  mayors  and 
corporation  officers,  and  dollar  bills  torn  in  two 
pieces,  for  the  purposes  of  change,  would  not  be 
employed  for  that  purpose.  This  single  fact  is  an 
answer  to  the  second  objection.  The  fractional 
parts  of  a  dollar  are  so  indispensable  in  the  trans- 
actions of  individuals,  that  any  thing  which  as- 
sumes that  character  will  be  employed.  If  the 
tickets  which  at  this  moment  form  so  great  a  por- 
tion of  the  change  of  this  city,  and  of  various 
other  places,  are  employed  for  that  purpose  it  is 
inconceivable  that  the  community  should  refuse  to 
permit  a  compound  coin  of  silver  and  copper  to 
circulate,  containing  the  intrinsic  value  which  it 
represents,  merely  because,  for  manufactures,  it 
will  not  b»e  worth  more  than  brass  or  copper,  and 
that  the  expense  of  refining  will  be  equal  to  the 
value  of  the  silver.  Change  (that  is,  the  frac- 
tional parts  of  a  dollar)  is  so  indispensable  to  the 
community,  that  its  inapplicability  to  manufac- 
tures, and  its  exemption  from  liability  to  exporta- 
tion, instead  of  forming  objections,  are  recommen- 
dations in  its  favor. 

The  objection  that  this  coin  may  be  easily  coun- 
terfeited is,  if  it  cannot  be  obviated,  entitled  to  great 
consideration.    As  has  been  before  stated,  this  com- 
pound coinage  has  been  successfully  practised  in 
other  States.    If  compound  metals  are  much  harder 
than  their  component  ingredients,  may  not  a  suf- 
ficient security  against  counterfeiting  be  derived 
from  that  circumstance?     The  dimensions  and 
power  of  the  machinery,  which  constitute  one  of 
the  objections  to  the  coinage,  will  render  it  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  secure  that  secrecy  and  con- 
cealment which  are  indispensable  to  the  success 
of  the  counterfeiter.     If  this  compound  coinage 
should  not  be  carried  higher  than  ten  cent  or  dime 
pieces,  the  inducement,  compared  with  the  danger 
of  detection,  resulting  from  the  magnitude  of  the 
machinery,  would  not,  it  is  believed,  be  sufficient 
to  encourage  counterfeiting.    If,  however,  it  should 
be  deemed  impracticable  to  guard  against  this  evil, 
in  a  coinage  composed  of  silver  and  copper,  an  at- 
tempt might  be  made  to  obtain  a  supply  of  small 
change,  by  a  mixture  of  silver  and  zinc.     The 
danger  of  counterfeiting  would  then  be  removed. 

As  various  plans  have  been  suggested,  during 
the  last  twelve  months,  for  alleviating  the  general 
distress  which  has  prevailed,  by  the  emission  of  a 
large  amount  of  Treasury  notes,  a  few  observa- 
tions on  that  subject  will  close  this  part  of  the  re- 
port. 

If  the  Treasury  notes  are  to  be  issued  for  this 
purpose,  they  will  be  either  receivable  in  all  pay- 
ments to  the  Government,  or  they  will  be  made 
redeemable  at  a  fixed  period. 

1.  If  they  are  made  receivable  in  all  payments 
to  the  Government,  the  revenue  -will,  from  the 
time  that  $5,000,000  are  issued,  be  substantially 


received  in  them.  The  Government  will  be  im- 
mediately unable  to  pay  the  interest  and  reimburse- 
ment of  the  public  debt  in  specie  as  it  becomes  due. 
These  notes,  when  compared  with  the  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  will  be  at  a  discount. 
The  latter  notes,  independently  of  their  being  every 
where  receivable  in  all  payments  to  the  Govern- 
ment, are  convertible,  at  the  place  of  their  issue, 
into  specie.  They  are  equal  to  the  Treasury  notes 
in  payment  of  the  revenue,  and  superior  to  them, 
as  they  can  command  specie  when  the  holder  shall 
desire  it. 

If  the  fourteenth  section  of  the  bank  charter 
were  modified,  so  that  the  notes  of  the  bank  and 
of  its  offices  should  be  receivable  by  the  Grovern- 
ment  only  when   tendered  where  they  are  made 
payable,  a  small  amount  of  Treasury  notes  might 
be  issued,  and  circulated,  without   depreciation. 
In  that  case,  they  would  be  used  for  the  transmis- 
sion of  money,  and  would  be  in  constant  demand 
for  that  purpose.     It  is  the  reception  of  the  notes 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  its  oflices, 
by  the  Government,  wherever  they  are  tendered, 
that  causes  them  to  be  considered  as  a  good  remit- 
tance throughout  the  United  States.   If  they  should 
cease   to  be  so  received,  a  demand  for  Treasury 
notes  to  a  small  amount,  for  the  transmission  of 
money,  would  be  created,  and  would  preserve  them 
from  depreciation.     If  the  notes  thus  issued  should 
be  made  redeemable  at  the  Treasury,  in  specie, 
upon  demand,  the  amount  which  might  be  put 
and  retained  in  circulation  would  probably  exceed, 
to  a  considerable  extent,  the  sum  demanded  for 
the  facile  transmission  |f  money.    Such  Treasury 
notes  would,  however,  have  no  advantage  over 
the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the   United  Slates,  as 
lon^  as  they  are  receivable  in  all  payments  to  the 
United   States,   without   reference   to   the   place 
where  they  are  payable.     It  is  even  probable  that 
they  would  not  be  of  equal  value  and  currency 
with  those  notes,  as  the  latter  would  generally  be 
made  payable  in  the  principal  and  commercial 
cities,  where  remittances  are  continually  made, 
whilst  the  Treasury  notes  would  be  payable  only 
at  this  place.    If  Treasury  notes,  payable  in  .specie, 
on  demand,  when  presented  at  this  place,  snould 
be  preferred  to  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  it  would  be  in  consequence  of  the  abuses 
which  have  been  practised  by  banking  institu- 
tions, which  have,  in  some  degree,  shaken  the 
public  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  their  direction. 

2.  If  Treasury  notes  were  to  be  issued,  not 
receivable  in  payments  to  the  Government,  but 
redeemable  at  a  fixed  period,  they  would  imme- 
diately depreciate,  unless  they  bore  nearly  six  per 
cent,  interest.  In  the  latter  case,  they  would  be 
of  little  more  use,  as  currency,  than  the  funded 
debt.  They  would  not  perform  the  functions  of 
money. 

3.  In  any  case  whatever,  whether  they  are  receiv- 
able in  payments  to  the  Government,  or  bear  an  in- 
terest, and  are  redeemable  at  a  fixed  period,  they 
will  afford  no  substantial  relief  where  the  distress 
u  greatest,  unless  they  should  be  advanced  as  a 
loan  in  order  to  alleviate  that  distress.  If  they 
are  to  be  issued  from  the  Treasury  in  discharge  of 


the  demands  upon  Grovernmenl,  they  would  never 
reach  those  sections  of  the  country  where  relief  is 
most  required.  There,  the  Government  already 
collects  more  than  can  be  expended.  One  of  the 
causes  of  this  distress  is  the  necessity  of  transfer- 
ring the  public  funds  from  those  sections,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  expended,  to  those  where  there 
is  no  deficiency  of  currency. 

As  a  financial  resource,  the  issue  of  Treasury 
notes  is  justifiable  only  where  the  deficiency  whicn 
they  are  intended  to  supply  is  small  in  amount, 
and  temporary  in  its  nature.  As  a  measure  of 
alleviation,  it  will  be  more  likely  to  do  harm  than 
good.  If  a  sufficient  amount  of  those  notes,  of 
any  description  whatever,  should  be  issued,  and 
put  into  circulation  where  they  are  most  wanted, 
unless  they  were  given  away,  a  debt  in  that  part 
of  the  Union  would  be  contracted  to  the  extent  of 
the  issue.  It  might  enable  the  borrowers  to  pay 
debts  previously  contracted,  but  their  relative  situ- 
ation would  be  the  same.  Unless  the  currency  be- 
came vitiated  by  the  relief  which  was  afforded, 
the  ultimate  payment  of  the  debt  would  consum- 
mate the  ruin  which  the  measure  was  intended  to 
prevent.  But  it  is  probable  that  the  sums  which 
might  be  advanced,  by  way  of  loan,  would,  in  a 

?^reat  degree,  be  lost.  The  Government  is  not, 
irom  its  nature,  qualified  for  operations  of  thb 
kind.  The  general  system  of  credit  which  has 
been  introduced  by  the  agency  of  banks,  and  by 
the  inevitable  effect  of  the  measures  of  the  Gcsi- 
eral  Grovernment,  has  produced  an  artificial  state 
of  things,  which  requires  repression  rather  than 
extension.  The  issue  of  Treasury  notes  for  the 
purpose  of  alleviating  the  general  distress,  would 
tend  to  increase  this  unnatural  and  forced  state  of 
things,  and  give  to  it  a  duration  which  it  would 
otherwise  never  attain.  If  much  of  the  evil  re- 
.sulting  from  a  decreasing  currency  had  not  already 
been  suffered,  there  might  be  some  plausible  rea- 
son for  urging  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  as  a 
measure  oi  alleviation.  This  ground  cannot  be 
urged  in  its  favor ;  it  is  therefore  indefensible, 
upon  the  ground  of  expediency  as  well  as  of 
principle. 

The  last  member  of  the  resolution  assumes,  by 
implication,  the  practicability  of  substituting,  by 
the  Constitional  exercise  of  the  power  of  Congress, 
a  paper  currency  for  that  which  now  exists. 

In  considering  this  proposition,  the  power  of 
Congress  over  the  currency  of  the  United  States 
cannot,  consistently  with  tfie  respect  which  is  due 
to  that  body,  be  either  affirmed  or  denied.  It  can- 
not be  supposed  that  the  House  of  Representatives, 
in  adopting  the  resolution  in  question,  intended, 
through  the  agency  of  an  Executive  department 
of  the  Government,  to  institute  an  inquiry  as  to 
the  extent  of  the  Constitutional  authority  of  a 
body  of  which  it  is  only  a  constituent  member. 
Yet  it  will  necessarily  occur  to  the  House,  that, 
if  the  power  of  Congress  over  the  currency  is  not 
absolutely  sovereign,  the  inquiry,  whatever  may^ 
be  its  immediate  result,  must  be  without  any  ulti- 
mate utility.  The  general  prosperity  will  not  be 
advanced  by  demonstrating  that  there  is  no  intrin- 
sic obstacle  to  the  substitution  of  a  paper  for  a  me- 
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tallic  currency,  if  the  power  to  adopt  the  substitute 
has  been  withheld  from  the  Federal  Gfovernment. 
Without  offering  an  opinion  upon  the  weight  to 
which  these  views  would  have  been  entitled  had 
they  been  urged  whilst  the  resolution  was  under 
consideration,  it  is  admitted  that  they  furnish  no 
^ound  for  declining  the  performance  of  the  duty 
imposed  by  its  adoption.     In  the  discussion  of  a 
question  of  so  much  delicacy  and  importance,  the 
utmost  confidence  is  reposed  in  the  justice  and  lib- 
erality of  those  who  have  rendered  it  indispensable. 
At  the  threshold  of  this  inquiry,  it  is  proper  to 
observe  that  it  is  deemed  unnecessary  to  present 
an  analysis  of  the  motives  which  led,  even  in  the 
most  remote  antiquity,  to  the  general  adoption,  by 
civilized  States,  of  gold  and  silver  as  the  standard 
of  value,  or  of  the  advantages  which  have  resulted 
from  that  adoption.     The  circumstance  to  which, 
in  the  course  of  this  investigation,  it  will  be  neces^ 
sary  to  advert,  is  the  tendeucy  which  a  metallic 
currency  has  to  oreserve  a  greater  uniformity  of 
value  than  any  other  commodity ;  and  the  facility 
with  which  it  returns  to  that  value  whenever,  by 
any  temporary  causes,  that  uniformity  has  been 
interrupted.    No  argument  will  in  this  place  be 
offered  m  support  of  Ihis  proposition.     It  is  found- 
ed on  the  experience  of  all  nations.     Its  truth,  for 
the  present,  will  therefore  be  as.«umed.     But' the 
proposition  itself  admits  that  gold  and  silver,  when 
employed  by  the  consent  of  all  civilized  States  as 
the  standard  of  value,  are  subject  to  temporary 
variations  of  value.     It  is  equally  true  that  they 
are  subject  to  permanent  variations.     The  cause 
and  effect  of  these  changes  will  be  considered  pre- 
viously to  the  discussion  of  the  practicability  of 
substituting  a  paper  for  a  metallic  currency. 

1st.  When,  by  any  circumstance  whatsoever,  a 
greater  portion  of  these  metals  is  found  in  a  parti- 
cular State  than  is  possessed  by  other  Slates  hav- 
mg  articles  of  equal  value  to  be  exchanged,  they 
will  m  such  State  be  of  less  value  than  in  the  ad-  i 
jacent   States.     This  will   be  manifested  by  an  ! 
mcrease  in  the  price  of  the  commodities  of  such  | 
State.     This  increase  of  price  will  continue  until  j 
the  metallic  redundancy  is  exported  or  converted 
mto  manufactures.     Whenever  this  redundancy  is 
disposed  of,  the  currency  will  return  to  its  former 
value,  and  the  price  of  other  commodities  will  be 
regulated  by  that  value. 

2d.  But  the  exportation  of  specie  may  take  place 
where  there  is  no  such  redundancy.  This  occurs 
whenever  the  general  balance  of  trade  continues 
for  some  time  unfavorable  to  a  particular  State. 
The  currency  then  appreciates  in  value,  and  the 
price  of  all  other  commodities  in  such  State  is 
diminished.  As  commerce  is  nothing  more  than 
the  exchange  of  equivalents,  the  reduction  in  the 
price  of  the  articles  of  such  State,  and  the  in- 
creased value  of  the  currency,  will  promptly  pro- 
duce a  reaction;  and  gold  and  silver  will  soon 
return  in  the  quantities  required  to  reduce  their 
value  to  that  which  they  maintain  in  the  adjacent 
States.  With  the  return  of  specie,  all  other  arti- 
cles will  return  to  the  prices  which  they  command- 
ed before  its  exportation.  Like  fluids,  the  precious 
meuis,  so  long  as  they  are  employed  as  the  gene- 


ral measure  of  value,  will  constantly  tend  to  pre- 
serve a  common  level.  Every  variation  from  it 
will  be  promptly  corrected  without  the  interven- 
tion of  human  laws.  These  fluctuations,  being 
temporary  in  their  nature,  are  wholly  independent 
of  the  permanent  causes  which  may  affect  the 
value  ot  gold  and  silver  when  employed  as  the 
general  standard  of  value.  They  will  equally 
occur,  whether  the  quantity  of  these  metals,  com- 
pared with  the  exchanges  which  they  are  destined 
to  effect,  be  redundant  or  deficient.  The  limits 
however,  within  which  these  fluctuations  are  con- 
fined, are  so  contracted,  that  the  great  interests  of 
society  cannot  be  seriously  affected  by  them.  But 
this  observation  must  be  understood  to  apply  to  a 
currency  purely  matallic,  or,  at  least,  when  the 
paper  which  is  connected  with  it  does  not  exceed 
the  demand  for  the  convenient  transmission  of 
money. 

3.  Gold  and  silver,  when  employed  by  the  com- 
mon consent  of  nations  as  the  standard  of  value 
are  subject  to  the  variations  in  value  from  per- 
manent causes.    When  their  quantity  is  increased 
more  rapidly  than  the  articles  which  are  to  be 
exchanged  through  their  agency,  their  price  will 
fall,  or,  what  amounts  to  the  same  thing,  the  price 
of  all  exchangeable  articles  will  rise.     It  has  been 
admitted  by  all  intelligent  writers  upon  this  sub- 
ject, that,  immediately  after  the  discovery  of  Amer- 
ica, towards  the  close  of  the  fifteenth  century  a 
sudden  and  extensive  depreciation  in  the  value  of 
these  metals  occurred;  and  that,  from  that  time 
to  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century,  they  con- 
tinued gradually  to  depreciate.     This  depreciation, 
it  IS  believed,  has  been  accelerated  during  the  last 
century,  as  much  by  the  substitution  of  paper  for 
specie,  as  by  the  increase  in  the  quantity  ot  those 
metals  during  that  period,  beyond  the  demand 
which  would  have  existed  for  them  as  currency 
had  that  substitution  not  taken  place.    The  precise 
eflect  upon  the  depreciation  of  these  metals,  pro- 
duced by  the  partial  substitution  of  paper  in  various 
countries  for  a  metallic  currency,  will  not  now  be 
inquired  into ;  but  it  is  generally  conceded  that 
the  depreciation  has  been  more  rapid  since  that 
substitution   than   at  any  former  period,  except 
when  the  accumulated  stock  of  ages  in  the  New 
World  was  brought  into  Christendom,  and  thence 
distributed  into  every  other  region  where  gold  and 
silver  were  in  demand.     Since  the  close  of  the 
1  last  century  doubts  have  existed  whether  those 
I  metals,  even  when  employed  as  currency,  have  not 
I  appreciated  m  value;  and  it  is  contended,  by  the 
,  advocates  of  a  paper  currency,  that  this  apprecia- 
tion will  probably  continue  through  a  long  suc- 
cession of  years,  and  seriously  affect  all  the  oper- 
ations of  the  civilized  world.     It  is  maintained 
by  these  writers  that  the  demand  for  currency  at 
present,  throughout  the  world,  is  greater  than  the 
supply  which  the  existing  quantity  of  the  precious 
metals  will  afford,  without  materially  depressing 
the  price  of  all  the  objects  of  human  industry  and 
human  desires.    When  it  is  recollected  that  produc- 
tion is  regulated  by  demand,  and  that  both  are  di- 
rectly affected  by  the  quantity  of  currency  com- 
pared with  the  quantity  of  articles  to  be  exchanged, 
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it  is  readily  perceived  that  an  increase  in  the  cur- 
rency of  tne  world,  by  the  substitution  of  paper, 
even  when  convertible  into  coin,  will  increase  the 
quantity  of  exchangeable  commodities  in  the  world 
beyond  what  would  have  existed  had  such  increase 
of  currency  not  taken  place.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, a  sudden  reduction  of  the  currency,  by 
the  rejection  of  the  paper  which  had  been  em- 
ployed, could  not  fail  to  derange  all  the  relations 
of  society,  by  diminishing  the  quantity  of  currency, 
whilst  the  articles  to  be  exchanged  through  its 
agency  would  suffer  no  such  diminution.  An  im- 
mediate depression  in  the  price  of  all  commodities 
would  be  the  inevitable  consequence  of  an  unqual- 
ified return  to  a  metallic  currency,  upon  the  sup- 
position that  the  quantity  of  gold  and  silver  an- 
nually produced  should  remain  undiminished. 
But,  if  this  return  to  a  metallic  currency  should 
be  attempted  at  a  period  when  the  annual  product 
of  these  metals,  either  from  temporary  or  perma- 
nent causes,  should  have  considerably  decreased, 
all  the  great  interests  of  society  would  be  most 
seriously  disordered  ;  property  ot  every  description 
would  rapidly  fall  in  value;  the  relations  between 
creditor  and  debtor  would  be  violently  and  sud- 
denly changed.  This  change  would  be  greatly 
to  the  injury  of  the  debtor ;  the  property  which 
would  be  necessary  to  discharge  his  debts  would 
exceed  that  which  be  had  received  from  his  credi- 
tor ;  the  one  would  be  ruined  without  the  imputa- 
tion of  crime,  whilst  the  other  would  be  enriched 
without  the  semblance  of  merit.  Until  the  engage- 
ments existing  at  the  moment  of  such  a  change 
are  discharged,  and  the  price  of  labor  and  of  com- 
modities is  reduced  to  the  proportion  which  it 
must  bear  to  the  quantity  of  currency  employed  as 
the  medium  of  their  excnanoje,  enterprise  of  every 
kind  will  be  repressed,  and  misery  and  distress 
universally  prevail.  When  this  shall  be  effected, 
the  relations  of  society,  founded  upon  a  new  basis, 
will  be  equitable  and  just,  and  tend  to  promote 
and  secure  the  general  prosperity. 

Such,  it  is  contended  by  the  advocates  of  a  paper 
currency,  are  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
principal  States  of  Europe  are  endeavoring  to  re- 
turn to  a  metallic  currency.  For  a  century  past 
the  currency  of  those  States  has  been  greatly  in- 
creased by  the  employment  of  paper,  founded,  it 
is  true,  originally,  upon  a  metallic  basis.  During 
the  last  twenty  years  this  paper  has  ceased  to  be 
convertible  into  specie ;  and  as  no  systematic  effort 
has  been  made  to  prevent  excessive  issues,  it  has 
beconie  redundant,  and,  consequently,  depreciated. 
Notwithstanding  this  depreciation,  the  productions 
of  those  countries  it  is  believed  have  more  rapidly 
increased  than  those  of  countries  where  a  metallic 
currency  has  been  preserved.  The  efforts  that  are 
seriously  made  by  those  States  to  return  to  a  me- 
tallic currency,  will  be  the  repression  of  enterprise 
of  every  description  among  themselves.  It  will 
be  foreseen  that  the  currency  must  appreciate,  and 
that  all  other  articles  must  depreciate  in  value. 
The  effects  of  this  appreciation  of  money  will  be 
first  manifested  in  those  States  by  the  fall  of  the 
price  of  all  articles  which  cannot  be  exported.  In 
the  progress  of  these  measures,  the  price  of  the  ex- 


portable articles  will  also  be  affected,  by  the  reduc- 
tion in  the  currency  employed  in  effecting  their 
exchange.  It  is  even  probable  that  the  quan- 
tity of  exchangeable  articles  will  be  diminished. 
Whilst  the  appreciation  of  the  currency  is  percep- 
tibly advancing,  the  manufacturer  will  not  hazard 
his  capital  in  producingarticles  the  price  of  which 
is  rapidly  declining.  The  merchant  will  abstain 
from  purchasing,  under  the  apprehension  of  a  fur- 
ther reduction  of  price,  and  of  the  diflScuUy  of 
revending  at  a  profit.  It  is  even  probable  that  the 
interest  of  money  will  fall,  whilst  the  cry  of  scar- 
city of  money  will  be  inces.sant.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, loans  will  not  be  required,  except  to 
meet  debts  of  immediate  urgency.  None  will  be 
demanded  for  the  prosecution  of  enterprises  by 
which  the  productive  energies  of  the  community 
will  be  increased. 

As  the  measures  which  have  been  adopted  by 
England  and  several  of  the  continental  States  of 
Europe,  for  returning  to  a  metallic  currency  ad- 
vance, the  interest  of  those  States  which  have 
adhered  to  it  will  be  affected.  Whilst  gold  and 
silver  were,  in  the  former  States,  dispensed  with 
as  coin,  they  were  sought  for  merely  as  commodi- 
ties. The  quantity  necessary  for  their  manufac- 
tures was  readily  obtained  without  deranging,  in 
any  serious  degree,  the  currency  of  other  States. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  from  eighty  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  dollars  were  ne- 
cessary to  England.  Taking  the  mean  sum,  and 
admitting  that  the  other  European  States  engaged 
in  the  same  effort  require  an  equal  amount,  a  sup- 
ply of  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars  is  necessary. 
The  commencement  of  the  measures  neces.«5ary 
to  obtain  that  portion  of  this  sum  which  cannot 
in  a  short  time  be  drawn  from  the  annual  product 
of  the  mines,  may  not  be  immediately  felt  by  other 
States.  But  when  these  measures  approach  their 
completion;  when  a  large  quantity  of  gold  and 
silver  is  necessarily  withdrawn  from  the  currency 
of  other  States,  the  price  of  specie  will,  in  the 
latter,  appreciate,  and  the  price  of  all  commodi- 
ties will  decline.  All  the  evils  incident  to  an 
appreciating  currency  will  be  felt  in  those  States, 
though  in  a  less  degree  than  where  a  paper  cur- 
rency had  been  exclusively  adopted.  The  exam- 
ple presented  by  the  return  to  a  metallic  currency 
in  France,  even  in  the  midst  of  a  revolution, 
which  probably  bad  some  influence  upon  the  de- 
cision of  this  question  by  other  States,  is  be^ 
lieved  to  be  in  no  degree  analogous  in  its  principal 
circumstances.  At  the  precise  period  that  this 
change  was  operating,  England  and  the  prin- 
cipal continental  States  abandoned  the  precious 
metals  as  currency.  The  supply  demanded  by 
France  was  not  only  at  hand,  but  was  swking  the 
very  employment  which  that  change  had  made 
indispensable.  At  the  same  time,  immense  sums 
were  brought  into  France  by  her  conquering  ar- 
mies, which,  being  raised  by  military  contributions, 
had  in  some  degree  rendered  a  resort  to  paper  cur- 
rency in  the  United  States  necessary.  At  present 
the  civilized  world  is  at  peace,  and  each  State  is 
endeavoring,  by  systematic  measures,  to  secure  to 
itself  a  just  participation  of  equal  and  reciprocal 
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commerce.  The  States  which  are  now  attempt- 
ing to  return  to  a  metallic  currency  wiJl  find  much 
greater  difficulty  in  effecting  this  change  than  was 
experienced  by  France. 

The  demand  for  gold  and  silver,  as  the  medium 
of  exchange,  cannot  be  supplied  until  the  price  of 
all  exchangeable  articles  has  fallen  in  proportion 
to  the  reduction  of  the  currency,  which  the  aban- 
donment of  paper  must  produce.     It  is  even  prob- 
able, as  has  been  before  suggested,  that,  after  the 
price  of  commodities  and  of  labor  shall  have  fallen, 
so  as  to  bear  a  just  proportion  to  the  currency 
which  is  to  be  employed  in  effecting  the  necessary 
exchanges,  the  currency  will  continue  gradually 
to  appreciate.     This,  however,  is  matter  of  conjec- 
ture.   It  depends  entirely  upon  the  fact,  whether 
the  annual  product  of  the  mines,  after  furnishing 
the  quantity  necessary  for  the  consumption  of  the 
precious  metals  in  manufactures,  will  be  equal  to 
the  increased  demand  for  currency,  arising  from 
the  increase  of  exchangeable  commodities  through- 
out the  world.     The  great  advancement  in  the 
arts  and  sciences,  the  rapid  improvements  in  ma- 
chinery which  characterize  the  present  age,  acting 
through  a  long  succession  of  ages,  cannot  fail  to 
augment,  in  an  astonishing  degree,  all  the  products 
01  human  industry. 

It  may  however  be  urged  that  the  same  improve- 
ments will  augment  in  an  equal  degree  the  prod- 
uct of  the  mines,  and  that  therefore  the  quantity 
of  precious  metals  in  the  world  will  continue  to 
bear  to  other  commodities  the  same  relation  which 
they  may  assume  when  the  return  to  a  metallic 
currency  is  effected.     This  may  be  true;  but,  so 
tor  as  It  depends  upon  the  general  principle  that 
the  supply  of  all  articles  is  regulated  by  the  demand, 
there  is  reasonable  ground  of  doubt.     The  maxim 
although  good  as  a  general  rule,  admits  of  excep- 
tions.    A  demand  beyond  the  supply  increases  the 
price  of  the  thing  demanded,  and  invites  to  the 
investment  of  additional  capital  in  its  production, 
^ut,  when  the  article  demanded  is  to  be  produced 
Irom  a  material  which  no  investment  of  capital 
no  application  of  skill,   can  augment,  the  only 
effect  of  such  investment  and  application  is  to  pri 
duce  the  mo5t  which  the  material  has  the  capacity 
,  to  furnish      buch,  in  fact,  is  the  case  of  gold  and 
silver.     The  material  from  which  they  are  made 
IS  limited  in  quantity,  which  neither  capital  nor 
skill  can  augment.    It  is  probable  that  the  im- 
provements m  machinery  and  the  art  of  refining 
will  be  counterbalanced  bv  the  exhaustion  of  the 
mines    or  the  difficulty  of  working  them,  arising 
horn  the  depth  and  extent  of  their  excavations.     It 
is  therefore  possible  that  the  demand  for  the  pre- 
cious metals,  for  currency  and  for  manufactures, 
mav  exceed  the  production  of  the  mines. 

Previously  to  entering  upon  the  immediate  dis- 
cussion of  the  practicability  of  substituting  a  paper 
lor  a  metallic  currency,  it  is  proper  to  observe, 
that  eold  and  silver  derive  part  of  the  uniformity 
01  value  which  has  been  ascribed  to  them,  from  the 
general  consent  of  civilized  States  to  employ  them 
as  the  standard  of  value.  Should  they  c^se  to 
De  o«ed  for  that  purpose,  they  would  become  more 
▼ariahUs  in  their  value,  and  would  be  regulated 


like  all  other  articles,  by  the  demand  for  them 
conppared  with  the  supply  in  any  given  market' 
It  IS  pr«»umed  that,  if  they  should  cease  to  be 
employed   as   the  standard  of  value   by   several 
States,  their  uniformity  of  value  would  be,  in  some 
degree,  affected,  not  only  in  those  States  where 
they  were  considered  as  mere  commodities,  but  in 
those  where  they  were  still  employed  as  currency 
Whenever,  as  commodities,  they  should  rise  in 
value,  a  dram  would  take  place  from  the  currency 
of  other  States;  and  when  they  should  fall  in  value 
as  commodities,  they  would  seek  employment  as 
currency,  and  render,  in  some  degree,  redundant  the 
currency  of  the  States  where  tney  are  employed 
After  making  due  allowance  for  the  depreciation 
of  bank  notes  in  England,  from  the  time  of  the 
bank  restriction,  in  1797,  to  the  present  period,  the 
price  of  gold  and  silver  in  that  country  is  believed 
to  have  varied  more  than  at  any  former  period. 
Iheir  price,  when  compared  with  bank  notes,  from 
the  year  1797  to  1808,  showed  but  a  slight  degree 
of  deoreciation— considerably  less  in  all  human 
probability  than  actually  existed.     During  that  in- 
terval  the  demand  for  those  metals  was  limited  in 
England  to  the  sum  required  for  manufactures. 
It  IS  highly  probable  that,  ii  the  quantity  of  the 
paper  circulation  had  been  reduced  to  the  amount 
of  the  currency  in  circulation  at  the  time,  or  for 
one  year  before  the  restriction,  the  price  of  bullion 
would  have  been  below  the  Mint  price.     On  the 
contrary,  in  the  year  1808,  when  the  employment 
of  a  British  force  in  Spain  created  a  sudden  de- 
mand for  specie,  the  depreciation  of  bank  notes 
indicated  by  the  price  of  bullion,  was  probably 
greater  than  that  which  really  existed.     In  the 
year  1814,  after  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  the  price  of 
bullion,  estimated  m  bank  paper,  was  not  above 
the  Mint  price ;  while,  in  the  succeeding  year,  it 
rose  to  more  than   twenty  per  cent,  above  that 
price :  the  amount  of  bank  notes  in  circulation  at 
the  former   exceeding,  in  a  small  degree,  that  of 
the  latter  period.     It  is  impossible  that  these  varia- 
tions in  the  price  of  gold  and  silver,  in  the  short 
space  of  one  year,  can  be  entirely  chargeable  to 
the  depreciation  of  bank  notes.     The  effect  which 
these   variations,   in   a   great   commercial   State, 
where  the  precious  metals  were  considered  only  as 
commodities,  were  calculated  to  produce  upon  the 
currency  of  the  neighboring  States,  has  not  been 
ascertained.     The  convulsions  to  which  most  of 
these  States  were  subject  during  that  period  may 
account  for  the  want  of  sufficient  data  to  eluci- 
date the  subject.     It  is,  however,  highly  improba- 
ble that  these  fluctuations  were  not  sensibly  felt 
by  them. 

Having  considered  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
variations  in  value,  to  which  a  metallic  currency 
is  necessarily  subject,  it  remains  to  examine  whe- 
ther It  IS  practicable  to  devise  a  system  by  which  a 
f«per  currency  may  be  employed  as  the  standard 
of  value,  with  sufficient  security  against  variations  • 
m  Its  value,  and  with  the  same  certainty  of  its 
recovering  that  value,  when,  from  any  cause,  such 
variations  shall  have  been  produced.  It  is  dis- 
tinctly admitted  that  no  such  paper  currency  has 
ever  existed.     Where   the  experiment   has   been 


Banks  and  the  Cnrrency. 


made  directly  by  Grovernment,  excessive  issues 
have  quickly  ensued,  and  depreciation  has  been 
the  immediate  consequence.  Where  the  experi- 
ment has  been  attempted  through  the  agency  of 
banks  it  has  invariably  failed.  In  both  cases,  in- 
stead of  being  used  as  a  mean  of  supplying  a 
cheap  and  stable  currency,  invariably  regulated 
by  the  demand,  for  effecting  the  exchanges  re- 
quired by  the  wants  and  convenience  of  society,  it 
has  been  employed  as  a  financial  resource,  or  made 
the  instrument  of  unrestrained  cupidity.  In  no 
case  has  any  attempt  been  made  to  determine  the 

Erinciples  upon  which  such  a  currency,  to  be  sta- 
le, must  be  founded.  Instead  of  salutary  re- 
straints being  imposed  upon  the  moneyed  institu- 
tions which  have  been  employed,  the  vital  princi- 
ple of  whose  being  is  gain,  they  have  not  simply 
been  left  to  the  guidance  of  their  own  cupidity, 
but  have  been  stimulated  to  excessive  issues,  to 
supply  deficiencies  in  the  public  revenue.  This  is 
known  to  have  been  the  case,  in  an  eminent  de- 
gree, in  the  experiment  which  has  been  attended 
with  most  success.  The  issues  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  on  account  of  the  Giovernment,  were 
frequently  so  great  as  to  destroy  the  demand  for 
discounts  by  individuals.  In  consequence  of  these 
excessive  issues,  the  interest  of  money  fell  below 
five  per  cent.,  the  rate  at  which  the  bank  dis- 
counted ;  the  demand  for  discount  at  the  bank, 
therefore,  ceased.  It  is,  indeed,  not  surprising  that 
no  systematic  effort  has  been  made  to  restrain  ex- 
cessive issues.  In  the  case  of  banks,  the  experi- 
ments which  have  been  made  were  intended  to  be 
temporary;  they  were  the  result  of  great  and  sud- 
den pressure,  which  left  but  little  leisure  for  the 
examination  of  a  subject  so  abstruse. 

The  employment  of  a  paper  circulation  converti- 
ble into  specie,  the  favorite  system  of  modern 
States,  haying,  as  has  been  attempted  to  be  shown 
in  a  previous  part  of  this  report,  the  inevitable 
tendency  to  produce  the  necessity  of  resorting,  in 
every  national  emergency,  to  paper  not  so  convert- 
ible, imposes  upon  those  who  are  called  to  admin- 
ister the  affairs  of  nations  the  duty  of  thoroughly 
examining  the  subject,  with  a  view,  if  practicable, 
to  avoid  that  necessity.  If  the  examination  should 
not  result  in  the  establishment  of  a  paper  curren- 
cy, unconnected  with  specie,  it  may  lead  to  the 
imposition  of  salutary  checks  against  excessive 
issues,  when  the  necessity  of  suspending  payment 
may  occur. 

It  has  already  been  said  that  every  attempt  which 
has  been  outde  to  introduce  a  paper  currency  has 
failed.  It  may  also  be  said,  that  of  all  the  sys- 
tems which,  during  the  discussion  of  this  interest- 
ing subject,  both  in  Europe  and  the  United  States, 
have  been  proposed,  none  are  free  from  objections. 
It  is  possible  that  no  system  can  be  devised  which 
will  be  entirely  free  from  objection.  To  insure 
the  possibility  of  employing  such  a  currency  with 
advantage,  it  is  necessary — 

1.  That  the  power  of  the  Government  over  the 
currency  be  absolutely  sovereign  ; 

2.  That  its  stability  be  above  suspicion ; 

3.  That  its  justice,  morality,  and  intelligence, 
be  unquestionable ; 


4.  That  tne  issue  of  the  currency  be  made  not 
only  to  depend  upon  the  demand  tor  it,  but  that 
an  equivalent  be  actually  received ; 

5.  That  an  equivalent  can  only  be  found  in  the 
delivery  of  an  equal  amount  of  gold  or  silver  or  of 
public  stock ;  ' 

6.  That  whenever  from  any  cause  it  may  be- 
come redundant,  it  may  be  funded  at  an  interest  a 
fraction  below  that  which  was  surrendered  at  its 
issue. 

1.  This  proposition  needs  no  elucidation.  Coin- 
age and  the  regulation  of  money  have,  in  all  na- 
tions, been  considered  erne  of  the  highest  acts  of 
sovereignty.  It  may  well  be  doubted,  however, 
whether  a  sovereign  power  over  the  coinage  neces- 
sarily gives  the  right  to  establish  a  paper  currency. 
The  power  to  establish  such  a  currency  ought  not 
only  to  be  unquestionable,  but  unquestioned.  Any 
doubt  of  the  legality  of  the  exercise  of  such  an 
authority  could  not  fail  to  mar  any  system  which 
human  ingenuity  could  devise. 

2.  A  metallic  currency,  having  an  intrinsic  value, 
independent  of  that  which  is  given  to  it  by  the 
sovereign  authority,  does  not  depend  upon  the  sta- 
bility of  the  Government  for  its  value.  Revolu- 
tions may  arise;  insurrections  may  menace  the 
existence  of  the  Government:  a  metallic  currency 
rises  in  value  under  such  circumstances ;  it  becomes 
more  valuable,  compared  with  every  species  of 
property,  whether  moveable  or  immoveable,  in  pro- 
(>ortion  to  the  instability  of  the  Government.  Not 
so  with  a  paper  currency :  its  credit  depends,  in  a 
great  degree,  upon  the  confidence  reposed  in  the 
stability  of  the  authority  by  which  it  was  issued. 
Should  that  authority  be  overthrown  by  llreign 
force  or  intestine  commotion,  an  immediate  depre- 
ciation, if  not  an  absolute  annihilation,  of  its  value 
would  ensue. 

3.  It  might,  however,  be  saved  from  such  de- 
struction by  a  well-grounded  confidence  in  the 
justice  and  intelligence  of  the  Government  which 
should  succeed  that  which  had  been  overthrown. 
The  history  of  modern  limes  furnishes  examples 
that  are  calculated  to  inspire  this  confidence. 
In  France,  during  the  revolution  which  has  just 
terminated,  the  public  debt  was  reduced  to  one- 
third  of  its  amount.  The  same  rule  was  applied 
to  the  public  debt  of  the  Dutch  Republic,  when  it 
fell  under  French  domination.  In  the  successive 
political  changes  to  which  France  has,  since  that 
period,  been  suojected,  the  public  debt  and  the  pub- 
lic engagements  have  been  maintained  with  the 
strictest  good  faith.  In  Holland,  that  portion  of 
the  public  debt  which  had  been  abolished  by  the 
French  Grovernment  has  been  restored.  In  the 
opinion  of  well  informed  men,  however,  the  con- 
ditions connected  with  that  restoration  were  so 
onerous  as  to  render  it  almost  nominal.  Indeed, 
the  public  debt  in  that  country  had  become  so  dis- 
proportionate to  the  means  of  the  nation  when 
deprived  of  the  resources  it  enjoyed  when  the  debt 
was  contracted,  that  the  reduction  which  it  under- 
went while  the  country  was  annexed  to  the  French 
Empire  was  not  generally  considered  an  evil. 
The  reduction  of  the  national  debt  of  France  dur- 
ing the  Revolution  was  perhaps  equally  indispen- 
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sable.  If  the  intelligence  of  the  age,  and  the  in- 
fluence of  public  opinion,  even  in  States  where 
the  reign  of  law  was  but  imperfectly  established, 
have  be<.'n  sufficient  to  induce  the  Governments 
which  have  alternalelyr  succeeded  each  other  for 
the  last  twenty-five  years,  in  France  and  Holland, 
to  respect  the  public  engagements  which  had  been 
previously  contracted,  well-grounded  expectations 
may  be  cherished  that  the  period  is  rapidly  passing 
away  when  the  public  faith  of  nations  can  be  vio- 
lated with  impunity. 

If   public  engagements,  under  such   circum- 
stances,  have    been   considered   obligatory   upon 
those  who  have  successively  administered  the  af- 
fairs of  those  nations,  a  reasonable  confidence  may 
be  reposed    in    the  fulfilment  of  the  obligations 
which   may   be  contracted   by  existing  Govern- 
inents,  where   the   reign  of  law  is  firmly  estab- 
lished.    It  is  not  denied  that  a  paper  currency  fur- 
nishes strong  temp^jions  to  abuse.     Millions  may 
be  issued  in  a  few  days  and  ihe  deficiencies  in  the 
revenue  promptly  supplied,  if  the  condition  of  re- 
ceiving an  equivalent  is  abandoned.     The  mo- 
ment the  currency  shall  be  issued  as  a  financial 
resource,  depreciation  will  follow,  and  all  the  rela- 
tions of  society  will  be  disturbed.     If  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  nation  in  which  a  jKiper  currency  has 
been  established  shall  be  deeply  impressed  with 
this  truth,  will  It  not  be  restrained  from  the  appre- 
hended abuse?    Currency  of  every  kind  is  liable 
to  great  abuses.     The  history  of  the  coinage  of 
every  nation  whose  annals  are  known,  is  little 
more  than  a  detail  of  the  frauds  which  have  been 
practised  by  Governments  upon  the  people.     Un- 
til the  twentieth  year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  III. 
of  England,  a  pound  troy  of  silver,  of  standard 
nnenes.s,  and  a  pound  sterling,  were  synonymous 
terms;  twenty  shillings  sterling  being,  in  fact,  a 
pound  troy  of  standard  silver.     Change  followed 
change  in  rapid  succession,  until,  in  the  reign  of 
jblizabeth,  a  pound  troy  of  standard  .silver  was 
directed  to  be  coined  into  sixty-two  shillings.    This 
immense  change  in  the  value  of  the  currency  was 
eflected   in  the  space  of  about  two  centuries.     In 
other   modern    States,   during    the  same   period, 
changes  not  less  important  occurred  in  the  coin- 
age.    Frequently,  these  changes  were  effected  by 
deteriorating  the  standard  fineness  of  the  coin. 
For  more  than  a  century  past,  the  coinage  of  the 
civilized  world  has  undergone  no  material  change 
with  a  view  to  the  practice  of  fraud  upon  the  peo- 
ple.    Whether  this  forbearance  is  to  be  attributed 
to  an  improvement  in  the  morality  of  modern 
Governments,  or  to  a  more  correct  understanding 
of  the  principles  of  currency  and  of  the  conse- 
quences that  must  result  from  every  change  by 
which  the  relations  of  society  are  affected,  it  fur- 
nishes just  ground  of  expectation   that  they  will 
not  hereafter  be  attempted.     Nothing  more  is  ne- 
cessary to  secure  an  unalterable  adherence  to  the 
maxims  upon  which  it  is  manifestly  necessary  that 
a  paper  currency  must  be  founded,  in  order  to  pre- 
serve a  uniformity  of  value  than  the  same  mo- 
rality and  the  same  intelligence.     Without  assum- 
ing the  principle  of  the  perfectibility  of  human 
nature,  the  hope  may  be  indulged  that  the  nature 


of  currency  will  continne  to  command  the  atten- 
tion of  statesmen,  and  that  the  abuses  which  have 
resulted  from  improper  changes  in  the  currency 
will  not  again  occur  in  the  same  degree. 

4.  When  the  currency  is  metallic  no  addition 
can  be  made  to  it  without  giving  an  equivalent. 
It  is  indispensable  that  this  condition  should  be 
annexed  to  the  acquisition  of  the  paper  currency 
preliminary  to  its  entering  into  circulation.  If  it 
can  be  put  in  circulation  only  on  paying  its  nom- 
inal amount  in  that  which  has  a  generaland  fixed 
value,  determined  by  the  consent  of  other  nations, 
it  will  continue  to  preserve  that  value  during  the 
time  it  circulates,  unless  the  relation  which  it  bore 
at  the  time  of  its  issue  to  the  quantity  of  articles 
the  exchanges  of  which  it  is  destined  to  perform 
shall  be  varied. 

5.  As  a  paper  currency  is  issued  upon  the  na- 
tional credit,  the  whole  property  of  the  nation  is 
pledged  for  iLs  redemption,  whenever,  by  any  cir- 
cumstance, it  may  become  the  interest  or  the  com- 
munity that  it  should  be  redeemed.    It  is  therefore 
manifest  that  it  should  not  issue  upon  the  credit  of 
any  individual,  or  association  of  individuals.     A 
part  can  never  be  equal  to  the  whole.     The  credit 
of  any  individual,  or  association  of  individuals, 
cannot  be  equivalent  to  that  of  the  nation,  of  which 
they  form  a  part.     But  it  may  be  said  that,  al- 
though the  credit  of  individuals  is  not  equivalent 
to  the  credit  of  the  nation,  yet  an  equivalent  for  a 
particular  portion  of  that  credit  may  be  found  in 
the  pledge  or  mortgage  of  property  of  equal  or 
greater  value  than   the  currency  issued  upon  it. 
This  may  be  true;  but  the  value  of  property  has 
been  continually  fluctuating:  it  will  continue  to 
fluctuate,after  giving  to  theadvocatesof  a  pa  per  cur- 
rency full  credit  forthe  superior  stability  which  they 
suppose  will  attempt  its  substitution  for  gold  and 
silver  as  the  standard  of  value.     But  this  is  not 
the  only  objection  to  the  acceptance  of  property, 
as  a  pledge  for  the  payment,  by  individuals,  of  an 
equivalent  for  the  paper  currency  which  may  be 
advanced  upon  such  pledge.    Frauds  will  be  prac- 
tised by  pledging  property  which  is  encumbttred, 
which  It  would  be  extremely  difficult  to  detect. 
The  Government  will  be  involved  in  endless  liti- 
gation with  individuals  who  are  interested  in  the 
encumbrances  by  which  its  rights  to  the  property 
pledged  is  embarrassed.      In   such   contests,   the 
interest  of  the  Government  is  always  endangered, 
even  where  right  is  on  its  side.    It  is  not  qualified- 
to  enter  into  such  litigations  with  an  equal  chance 
of  success.     The  feelings  of  the  community  are 
always,  except  in  flagrant  cases  of  fraud,  upon  the 
side  ofan  individual  supposed  to  be  struggling  with 
the  overwhelming  influence  of  authority.    Besides, 
in  all  contests  of  this  nature,  something  of  the  re- 
spect for  the  Government,  which  ought  to  be  cher- 
•=**^ed  bv  the  citizens,  especially  of  a  free  State, 
will  be  lost.   The  situation  is  invidious,  and  ought 
not  voluntarily  to  be  assumed  by  a  Government 
jealous  of  its  dignity  and  purity  of  character.     It 
IS  therefore  believed  that  a  national  curnncy  can- 
not be  issued  with  safety,  with  a  reasonable  pros- 
pect of  success,  and  with  sufficient  security  against 
redundancy,  but  in  exchange  for  gold  and  silver  of 
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a  definite  standard,  or  for  the  public  stock  at  cer 
tain  fixed  rates.  When  issued  in  exchange  for 
them,  and  for  them  alone,  there  is,  though  not  the 
same,  yet  perhaps  an  equal  security  against  redun- 
dancy as  in  the  case  of  a  metallic  currency.  When 
it  is  issued  in  exchange  for  coin,  there  is  no  addi- 
tion made  to  the  currency.  When  it  is  issued  in 
exchange  for  public  stock,  commanding,  previous- 
ly to  the  exchange,  its  par  value  in  coin,  the  party 
who  acquires  the  currency  part»  with  that  which 
was  equal  to  specie,  and  is  deprived  of  the  annual 
interest  which  it  produced.  Unless  the  interest  of 
the  currency,  resulting  from  its  scarcity,  should 
exceed  that  paid  upon  the  stock,  it  would  not  be 
demanded  in  exchange  for  the  stock.  In  either 
case,  the  danger  of  redundancy  is  extremely  re- 
mote. By  the  exchange  of  specie  for  currency, 
the  active  capital  of  the  country  will  be  increased 
to  the  amount  of  the  currency ;  and  the  capacity  of 
the  nation  to  redeem  it,  whenever  it  shall,  by  any 
circumstance  whatever,  become  expedient,  will  be 
unquestionable. 

But  it  may  be  doubted  whether,  under  such  con- 
ditions, a  naper  currency  ever  can  be  put  in  circu- 
lation. Under  a  Government  firmly  established, 
conducted  by  upright  and  enlightened  councils, 
and  possessing  absolute  power  over  the  currency, 
it  is  believed  there  is  no  just  reason  to  apprehend 
a  difficulty  of  that  nature.  If,  in  such  a  Gov- 
ernment, banks  existed,  deriving  their  powers  from 
it,  the  specie  in  their  possession  would  be  gradu- 
ally exchanged  for  the  paper  currency  which  would 
become  the  basis  of  their  operations.  Not  only 
the  specie  which  they  possessed  would  be  thus  i 
exchanged,  but  exertions  would,  from  time  to  time, 
be  made  to  acquire  the  sums  necessary  to  support  ' 
their  banking  operations.  Specie  would  be  im- 
ported, even  at  an  expense,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
exchanged.  Whilst  specie  formed  the  basis  of  the 
operations  of  banks,  its  importation  could  not  fail 
to  be  productive  of  loss ;  each  importation  not  only 

Eroducing  the  necessity  of  additional  importations, 
ut  at  an  increased  expense.  But,  when  importa- 
tions shall  be  made  tor  the  purpose  of  being  ex- 
changed for  the  currency,  the  exportation  of  the^ 
specie  thus  imported  will  not  affect  the  operations 
of  the  banks.  It  is  only  when  the  funding  of  the 
currency  shall  commence,  that  they  will  be  ad- 
monished to  desist  from  further  importations.  In- 
dividuals and  banks  would  likewise  exchange 
public  stock  at  the  rates  prescribed  by  the  system 
for  the  paper  currency.  Whenerer  the  demand 
for  currency  should  be  such  as  to  raise  the  interest 
of  money  considerably  above  that  produced  by  the 

Kbhc  stock,  it  would,  by  banks  and  individuals, 
given  in  exchange  for  the  currency.  But  the 
facility  which  the  existence  of  a  public  debt  fur- 
nishes in  procuring  the  paper  currency  is  counter- 
balanced by  the  difficulty  of  complying  with  the 
public  engagement  to  discharge  such  "debt  in  a 
meuUic  currency.  After  a  paper  circulation  shall 
be  substituted  for  gold  and  silver,  they  will  be 
found  in  the  country  only  in  the  quantity  de- 
manded for  manufactures,  and  for  such  branches 
of  commerce  as  are  entirely  dependent  upon  them. 
A  considerable  demand  for  gold  and  silver  by  the 


,  Government,  to  meet  its  engagements  previously 
I  contracted,  would  raise  their  price  in  the  market, 
and  render  the  obligation  to  discharge  those  en- 
gagements in  the  precious  metals  not  only  ex- 
treniely  onerous,  but,  perhaps,  sometimes  imprac- 
ticable. In  such  a  state,  a  compromise  with  the 
public  creditors  would  seem  to  be  a  preliminary 
measure.  This,  under  any  circumstances,  would 
be  a  measure  of  great  delicacy  and  difficulty,  and 
in  some  cases,  would  probably  be  utterly  imprac- 
ticable. * 

6.  Whenever,  from  any  cause,  the  currency 
should  become  redundant,  the  redundancy  may 
be  funded  at  a  rate  of  interest  a  fraction  below 
the  rate  of  legal  interest.  rtt 

In  determining  the  rate  at  which  it  may  be 
funded,  due  regard  should  be  paid  to  the  rate  of 
interest  previously  existing  in   the  State.     The 
rate  of  interest,  it  is  conceived,  ought  not  to  de- 
pend (and,  where  a  metallic  currency  prevaib, 
does  not  depend)  solely  upon  the  amount  of  cur- 
rency necessary  to  perform  with  facility  the  ex- 
changes required  by  the  wants  and  convenience  of 
society.     In  a  new  country,  where  there  is  but  a 
slight  accumulation   of  capital,   the  interest  of 
money  will  be  high,  notwithstanding  there  may 
be  even  a  redundancy  of  currency  beyond  what  is 
necessary  to  effect  its  exchanges.     In  such  a  coun- 
j  try,  all  the  objects  upon  which  capital  may  be  em- 
I  ployed,  except  those  of  the  most  simple  kind,  are 
[  unoccupied.     The  currency  neces.sary  to  effect  the 
exchanges  of  its  property,  moveable  and  immove- 
j  able,  will  be  entirely  insufficient  to  satisfy  the  de- 
I  mand  for  capital  for  those  objects.     If  it  should  be 
multiplied  so  as  to  equal  that  demand,  it  would 
exceed  the  demand  for  the  nec^sary  exchanges  of 
society, and  consequently  depreciate;  such,  in  fact, 
it  is  believed,  would  be  the  consequence  or  issuing 
the  currency  upon  individual  credit,  or  upon  the 
pledge  of  property,  at  a  rate  of  interest  below 
that  which  previously  existed  in  the  State.     Any 
change  of  the  interest  of  money  by  law,  previous 
to  its  having  taken  place  in  individual  transac- 
tions, in  consequence  of  the  accumulation  of  capi- 
tal, woiild  be  unjust,  and  could  not  fail  to  produce 
serious  inconvenience  to  the  community.    Admit- 
ting the  rate  of  interest,  in  a  State  about  to  make 
the  experiment,  to  be  six  per  cent,  then  the  cur- 
rency should  be  issued  only  in  exchange  for  spe- 
cie, or  six  per  cent,  or  otner  stock,  according  to 
that  ratio.     If  the  currency  should,  when  by  any 
means  a  redundancy  existed,  be  fundable  at  five 
and  a  half  per  cent,  interest,  the  utmost  depre- 
ciation to  which  it  could  be  subject  would  be  eight 
and  one-third  per  cent.    But  it  is  probable  that 
the  real  depression  in  its  value  would  not,  at  any 
time,  be  more  than  half  that  amount.   Before  fund- 
ing would  commence,  the  public  stock  receivable 
in  exchange  for  the  national  currency  would  be 
above  the  rates  at  which  it  was  receivable.     Its 
issue  upon  the  exchange  of  stock  would  therefore 
have  ceased.    There  are,  in  every  community  capi- 
talists who  would  prefer  lending  to  the  Govern- 
ment at  five  and  a  half  per  cent.,  than  to  indi- 
viduals at  six.  The  funding  of  the  currency  would 
therefore  begin  before  the  redundancy  would  offer 
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any  general  inducement  to  that  mode  of  reducing 
it.     The  variation  to  which  its  value  would  be 
subject,  would  therefore  be  less  than  eight  and 
one-third   per  cent.     It  would  be  the  interest  of 
the  Grovernment  to  reserve  the  right  of  redeeming 
the  stock  created  by  funding  at  its  par  value,  under 
the  condition,  however,  of  redeeming  it  according 
to  the  order  of  time  in  which  it  was  created.    Con- 
nected with  this  system  should  be  a  permission  to 
the  banks  to  purchase  public  stock,  but  not  to  dispose 
of  it,  except  to  the  Grovernment,  at  its  par  or  cur- 
rent value  when  under  par,  unless  the  Government 
should  decline  the  purchase.    The  currency,  upon 
being  funded,  should  be  invariably  cancelled.    Un 
der  a  system  of  this  kind,  if  no  other  paper  were 
permitted  to  circulate  than  the  national  currency, 
a  redundancy  which  would  affect  its  value  could 
only  occur  by  a  temporary  diminution  of  the  arti- 
cles which  were  to  be  exchanged  through  its  in- 
strumentality.   In  that  event,  the  price  of  the  arti- 
cles would  be  enhanced  so  as  to  require  a  greater 
amount  of  currency   to  effect   their    exchange. 
Should  the  price  not  be  enhanced  in  proportion 
to  the  diminution  in  the  quantity  of  the  articles, 
that  portion  of  the  currency  which  would,  under 
such  circumstances,  be  left  without  employment 
would  be  funded.     A  just  relation   between  the 
amount  of  currency  and  the  demand  for  it  would 
be  promptly  restored,  without  affecting  injuriously 
the  relations  between  individuals.     On  the  other 
hand,  should  a  greater  quantity  of  exchangeable 
articles    be  produced,  the  demand    for  currency 
would  exceed  the  supply,  and  lead  immediately  to 
additional  issues,  until  the  necessary  supply  should 
be  obtained. 

But,  in  a  State  where  banks  already  existed  which 
derived   their  charters  from  the  sovereignty  that 
regulated  the  currency,  where  the  people  were  ac- 
customed to  bank  notes,  and  in  the  habit  of  re- 
ceiving   them,    the   agency  of  these   institutions 
might  be  admitted  in  supplying  a  portion  of  the 
currency.     They  might  be  permitted  to  issue  their 
notes,  payable  on  demand,  in  the  national  cur- 
rency ;  their  notes  would,  of  course,  be  issued  on 
personal  security.    In  this  case,  the  currency  might 
become  redundant   by  the  issues  of  the   ban^s. 
Whenever  this  should  happen,  the  national  cur- 
rency would  be  demanded  of  them  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  funded ;   the  banks  would  be  com- 
pelled to  curtail  their  discounts,  to  relieve  them- 
selves from   the  pressure ;  and  the  amount  of  the 
currency  would  be  promptly  reduced  to  the  legiti- 
mate demand.     Wherever  the  agency  of  banks 
should   be  employed  in  furnishing  part  of  the  cir- 
culation, a  refusal  or  omission   to  discharge  their 
notes,  on  demand,  in  the  national  currency,  should 
be  treated  as  an  act  of  bankruptcy.     The  national 
currency,  being  a  legal  tender  in  the  payment  of 
debts  to  individuals  and  to  the  Government,  would, 
in  relation  to  the  banks,  perform  the  functions  of 
specie,  where  bank  notes  are  convertible  into  com. 
But,  in  order  to  impose  a  salutary  check  against 
excessive  issues  of  bank  notes,  the  national  cur- 
rency should  alone  be  receivable  in  all  payments 
to  the  Government. 
In  an  attempt  to  trace  the  probable  results  of  a 
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paper  currency,  founded  upon  the  principles  which 
have  been  developed  in  the  preceding  pages,  the 
influence  which  it  will  have  upon  foreign  exchange 
requires  investiption.  The  want  of  stability, 
morality,  and  intelligence  in  the  Grovernment 
which  may  undertake  to  substitute  a  paper  for  a 
metallic  currency,  are  the  objections  which  have 
already  been  considered.  To  these,  according  to 
common  opinion,  is  to  be  added  the  injurious  ef- 
fect which  it  IS  supposed  it  will  have  upon  foreign 
exchange.  In  a  country  where  the  currency  is 
metallic,  an  unfavorable  state  of  foreign  exchange 
will  probably  have  the  following  effects  : 

1st.  To  raise  the  price  of  exportable  articles  as 
much  above  that  which  they  ought  to  bear  as  the 
premium  paid  upon  foreign  bills,  until  it  exceeds 
the  expense  of  exporting  specie  to  the*  foreign 
market. 

2d.  When  this  rise  exceeds  the  expense  of  such 
exportation,  the  price  of  exportable  articles  will 
fall  gradually  below  what  they  ought  to  command, 
to  the  extent  of  that  excess. 

3d.  Until  this  fall  in  their  price  shall  be  effect- 
ed, specie  will  be  exported  ;  after  which  it  will 
cease. 

4th.  This  fall  in  their  price,  by  increasing  their 
consumption  in  the  foreign  markets,  ultimately 
provides  for  the  return  ol  the  specie  which  had 
been  exported. 

5th.  During  the  second  and  third  stages  of  this 
process,  the  price  of  all  articles  not  exportable  is 
affected  in  a  greater  degree,  enterprise  is  damped, 
and  distress  prevails. 

Such  are  the  necessary  effects  of  an  unfavorable 
state  of  foreign  exchange,  where  the  currency  is 
metallic.  As  the  vital  principle  of  commerce  is 
gain,  it  is  probable  that,  generally,  the  price  of 
exportable  articles  would,  in  fact,  be  rather  higher 
than  is  stated  in  the  preceding  deductions.  The 
timid  might  export  specie  before  the  premium  upon 
exchange  exceeded  the  expense  of  its  exportation; 
but  timidity  is  not  the  predominant  characteristic 
of  coinmercial  enterprise.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
sanguine  and  enterprising,  relying  upon  the  chance 
of  better  markets,  would  give  higher  prices  rather 
than  submit  to  certain  loss  upon  the  exportation 
of  specie,  or  the  purchase  of  bills  above  par. 

In  a  country  where  a  paper  currency  has  been 
adopted,  and  the  principles  by  which  a  redundancy 
may  be  prevented  have  been  enforced,  an  unfaror- 
able  state  of  foreign  exchange  will  probably  hare 
the  following  effects : 

1st.  The  effect  of  raising  the  price  of  exportable 
articles  as  much  above  what  they  ought  to  bear  as 
equals  the  premium  upon  foreign  bills;  but,  in  this 
case,  gold  and  silver,  being  exportable  articles, 
will  rise  in  the  same  proportion  as  all  other  . 
articles. 

2d.  When  the  price  of  all  articles  is  raised  so 
high  that  a  loss  will  be  incurred  by  their  sale  in 
foreign  markets,  those  who  have  no  remittances  to 
make  will  withdraw  from  the  competition.     If 

Profitable  investments  in  other  enterprises  cannot 
e  made,  a  portion  of  the  corrency,  at  their  dispo- 
sition, will  be  withdrawn  from  circulation,  by  be- 
ing converted  into  funded  stock ;  competition  will, 


in  this  manner,  be  diminished ;  the  price  of  arti- 
cles for  exportation  will  be  reduced  by  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  currency,  and  by  diminished  competition 
among  the  purchasers.    It  is  not  probable,  however, 
that  the  price  will  fall  so  low  as  to  admit  of  a  profit 
in  foreign  markets,  as  long  as  the  premium  upon 
exchange  continues  above  the  ordinary  commer- 
cial prolit  upon  exported  articles.     But  exportation 
will  not  be  continued  at  a  certain  loss  longer  than 
,  the  discharge  of  debts  previously  contracted  renders 
indispensable;  foreign  articles  will  not  be  imported, 
when  the  loss  upon  remittances,  whether  made  by 
bills  of  exchange,  or  by  the  exportation  of  com- 
modities, IS  equal  to  the  profit  upon  importation  ; 
the  high  price  given  for  exported  articles  will  in- 
crease their  production,  and  restore  foreign  ex- 
change to  a  favorable  state.     The  balance  of  trade 
and  the  rate  of  foreign  exchange,  which  have  given 
to  much  trouble  to  statesmen  for  two  centuries 
past,  when  left  to  the  laws  by  which  they  will  be 
governed,  in  despite  of  human  devices,  as  inva- 
riably regulate  themselves,  as  fluids,  when  unre- 
strained, find  their  common  level.    They  will  prob- 
ably more  promptly  conform  to  these  laws  in  a 
Slate  where  a  well  regulated  paper  currency  pre- 
Tails,  than  where  it  is  metallic.     In  the  latter,  the 
currency  is  exported  to  make  up  any  temporary 
deficiency,  and,  by  that  means,  provides  against 
the  recurrence  of  the  evil,  by  indirectly  causing  an 
increase  of  the  exportable  articles  of  the  State,  and 
diminishing  the  importation   of  foreign  articles. 
Until  the  capacity  to  purchase  these  by  the  ex- 
change of  articles  shall  be  restored  in  the  former, 
as  the  currency  cannot  be  exported,  the  importa- 
tions will  be  more  promptly  reduced  to  the  capa- 
city of  the  country  to  purchase,  whilst  the  increase 
of  Its  exportable  articles  will  be  the  direct,  instead 
of  the  indirect,  consequence  of  a  temporary  inca- 
pacity to  pay  for  previous  importations. 

3d.  During  the  whole  process  of  restoring  a  fa- 
vorable slate  of  exchange,  in  a  country  where  a 
well  regulated  paper  currency  prevails,  the  price 
of  all  articles  not  exportable  will  suffer  no  material 
variation.  The  funding  of  the  currency,  which 
will  probably  take  place,  will  not  be  immediately 
carried  so  far  as  to  reduce  the  price  of  exportable 
articles  so  a?  to  command  a  profit  in  foreign  mar- 
kets. They  will,  so  long  as  the  rate  of  exchange 
IS  unfavorable,  continue  to  command  higher  prices 
than  when  the  exchange  is  favorable.  This  in- 
creased price  will  encourage  industry  and  enter- 
prise, and  constantly  tend  to  augment  the  produc- 
Uve  energies  of  the  community.  This  effect  can- 
not fairly  be  attributed  to  any  depreciation  in  the 
currency.  That  wiU  continue  to  bear  nearly  the 
same  proportion  to  the  exchangeable  articles  of 
the  State  as  when  foreign  exchange  was  favorable. 
It  is  probable,  even,  that  its  relation  to  tho^e  arti- 
cles will  be  changed,  so  as  to  produce  an  appre- 
ciation of  the  currency ;  and  that  this  appreciation 
will  be  perceived,  in  a  slight  degree,  in  the  depres- 
sion of  the  value  of  all  articles  not  exporuble. 
The  effects  of  this  appreciation  will,  however,  be 
diminished  by  the  impulse  given  to  industry  and 
enterprise,  by  the  increased  price  of  all  articles 
which  can  be  exported. 

16th  Con.  1st  Se38^76 


These  are  conceived  to  be  the  effects  which  a 
well  regulated  paper  curnpncy  will  have  upon  the 
foreign  exchanges,  and  upon  the  domestic  industry 
of  the  country  which  may  adopt  it.    If  the  value 
of  currency  depends,  like  that  of  all  other  articles, 
upon  the  quantity  compared  with  the  demand,  the 
idea  of  its  depreciation,  in  raising  the  price  of  arti- 
cles in  the  case  which  has  been  considered,  must 
be  rejected.     That  this  position  is  incontrovertible 
seems  to  have  been  admitled  by  all  writers  upon 
the  subiect.     This  admission  is  found  in  the  re- 
ports which  have  been  made  to  the  British  Parlia- 
ment ;  in  the  evidence  upon  which  those  reporU 
have  been  founded  ;  and  m  the  essays  of  those  who 
have  opposed   the  paper  system  in  that  country 
since  the  year  1797.     The  objection  to  the  paper 
system,  as  it  existed  in  England,  was  the  absence 
of  all  restraint  upon  the  issue  of  paper,  and  the 
supposed   impossibility  of  imposing  any  efficient 
restraint.     In  fact  no  attempt  has  been  made  to 
impose  such  restraint  in  that  country,  unconnected 
with  the  convertibility  of  bank  notes  into  the  pre- 
cious metals.     So  far  as  this  restraint  is  limited  to 
the  convertibility  of  bank  notes  into  bullion,  at  any 
given  rate,  it  is  rather  an  attempt  to  regulate  for- 
eign exchange  through  the  instrumentality  of  the 
bank,  than  to  confine  the  issue  of  bank  notes  to  the 
sound  demand  for  currency.    The  restraint  imposed 
seems  to  rest  upon  the  idea  that  an  unfavorable 
state  of  foreign  exchange  must  be  the  result  of  a 
redundant  currency.    Nothing  can  be  more  incor- 
rect than  this  hypothesis.   Considering  the  vitiated 
stale  of  the  currency  of  England  for  more  than 
twentv  years  past,  it  is  not  surprising  that  this 
idea  should  there  be  entertained.     During  that  pe- 
riod the  unfavorable  rate  of  foreign  exchange  which 
generally  prevailed  was,  if  not  directly,  at  least 
indirectly,  attributable  to  the  depreciation  of  their 
currency.     But,  in  this  interval,  a  favorable  rate  of 
foreign  exchange  more  than  once  occurred.     To 
what  could  this  favorable  change  be  attributed? 
Certainly  not  to  the  depreciation  of  their  currency. 
But  it  would  be  as  unjust  to  attribute  every  unfa- 
vorable state  of  foreign  exchange  to  the  deprecia- 
tion of  the  currency,  as  to  ascribe  to  that  currency 
the  credit  of  any  favorable  state  of  such  exchange. 
The  truth  is,  that  fluctuations  in  the  exchangebe- 
tween  two  countries  having  a  metallic  currency 
continually   occur,  and   depend   upon   principles 
wholly  unconnected  with  the  idea  of  a  depreciated 
currency. 

If  these  views  be  correct,  the  only  obstacles  to 
the  establishment  of  a  paper  currency,  by  a  Gov- 
ernment having  a  sovereign  right  to  establish  it, 
is  the  danger  of  the  instability  and  want  of  integ- 
rity and  intelligence  of  the  Government.  There 
in  certainly  just  rea.son  to  apprehend  that  emergen- 
cies may  arise  in  the  affairs  of  every  nation,  in 
which  their  stability  may  be  menaced,  by  foreign 
force  or  domestic  insurrection.  In  such  an  event 
a  panic  might  ensue,  and  the  credit  of  the  currency 
be  utterly  annihilated.     How  far  the  recent  exam- 

Kles  which  have  been  adverted  to  in  other  States; 
ow  far  the  influence  of  public  opinion  over  the 
conduct  of  Governments  may  be  relied  upon,  as 
an  efficient  preventive  against  evib  of  such  ma^- 
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nitude,  must  be  determined  by  those  to  whom,  un- 
der Divine  Providence,  the  prosperity  and  hap- 
piness of  nations  are  committed,  'the  subject 
BTolves  all  the  complicated  interests  of  society, 
except  the  enjoyment  of  civil,  political,  and  reli- 
gious liberty.  It  ought  to  be  approached  with  more 
than  ordinary  circumspection.  In  States  the  best 
qualified  to  attempt  the  change  it  is  environed  with 
doubts,  which  can  only  be  dispelled  by  tbe  light  of 
experiment.  In  the  United  States  these  doubts 
are  greatly  increased  by  the  complex  form  of  the 
Government.  In  the  division  oi  power  between 
the  Federal  and  State  Governments,  the  line  of 
separation  is  not  sufficiently  distinct  to  prevent 
collisions,  which  may  disturb  the  harmony  of  the 

2 stem.  Collisions  nave  already  arisen,  and,  in 
e  course  of  human  events,  may  be  reasonably 
eteected  to  arise,  until  tbe  line  oi  separation,  by 
Vitiich  their  relative  powers  and  duties  are  deter- 
mined, shall  be  distiocliy  defined  by  practice,  or 
by  explanatory  amendments  of  the  Constitution, 
rlfected  according  to  the  forms  prescribed  in  that 
instrument.  Upon  no  question  will  collision  more 
likely  arise  than  that  contemplated  by  the  resolu- 
tion under  which  this  report  is  submitted.  No  at- 
tempt to  make  the  change  has  succeeded.  The 
mea.sure,  when  stripped  of  extraneous  difficulties, 
must  be  admitted  to  be  of  doubtful  tendency.  Un- 
ikr  the  most  auspicious  circumstances  it  may 
prove  abortive;  under  circumstances  in  any  degree 
Adverse  it  must  inevitably  fail.  Any  obstacle  op- 
posed to  its  execution,  by  one  or  more  of  the  State 
governments,  would  be  decisive  of  its  fate.  Their 
siny>le  acquiescence  in  the  measure  would  not  be 
sufficient  to  secure  to  it  that  issue  to  which  the 
principles  upon  which  it  might  be  established 
would  necessarily  lead.  Their  active  co-operation 
would  be  indispensable.  The  banks  which  derive 
Iheir  authority  from  the  State  governments  are 
generally  bound  by  their  charters  to  discharge 
their  notes  in  specie  on  demand.     From  this  obli- 

Stion  it  would  be  necessary  to  the  system  to  re- 
vc  them.  The  obligation  to  discharge  their 
notes  upon  demand,  in  the  national  currency, 
should  be  substituted  for  that  of  paying  them  m 
specie. 

If  these  obstacles  should  be  removed,  that  con- 
nected with  the  public  debt,  which  has  been  sug- 
^|«aled  in  a  previous  part  of  the  report,  would  stfll 
remain.  After  the  substitution  of  the  national 
currency,  gold  and  silver  would  be  imported  only 
in  the  quantity  required  for  manufactures,  and  for 
the^rosecution  of  those  branches  of  trade  in  which 
they  are  primary  articles  of  commerce.  For  these 
parposes  the  importations  would  be  sufficient. 
They  might  even  be  sufficient,  and  at  a  reasonable 
price,  for  the  payment  of  the  annual  interest  of  the 
public  debt  But  after  the  year  1824,  when  the 
«um  of  $10,000,000  would  annually  be  expended 
hy  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  it  is 
probable  that  the  premium  which  would  be  paid 
-i^a  it  would  be  considerable,  until  the  debt  was 
fixtioguished.  A  compromise,  as  has  already  been 
•ttggested  with  the  public  creditors,  would  seem 
to  be  a  measure  preliminary  to  any  attempt  to  es- 
^blish  a  paper  currency.     It  is  more  than  proba- 


ble that  tbe  attempt  would  not  only  be  unsuccess- 
ful, but  that  it  would  injuriously  affect  the  public 
credit. 
It  may  also  be  proper  to  observe,  that  those  sec- 
1  tions  of  this  Union  where  a  measure  of  this  kind 
would  be  most  likely  to  be  acceptable,  would  prob- 
ably derive  from  it  the  least  benefit     In  the  West 
and  in  the  South,  the  complaints  of  a  deficient 
currency  have  been  most  distinctly  heard.     In  the 
latter  these  complaints  are  of  recent  date.   In  both 
they  proceed  in  a  greater  degree  from  the  di.sburse^ 
ment  of  the  public  revenue  than  from  any  other 
cause.     The  great  mass  of  public  expenditure  is 
made  to  the  east  of  this  city.     The  revenue  accru- 
ing from  imports,  though  principally  collected  in 
the  Middle  and  Eastern  States,  is  paid  by  the  great 
mass  of  consumers  throughout  the  United  States. 
That  which  is  paid  for  the  public  lands,  although 
in  some  degree  drawn  from  every  part  of  the  Union, 
is  principally  paid  by  the  citizens  of  the  West  and 
the  South.     The  greatest  part  of  the  revenue  ac- 
cruing from  the  public  lands,  as  well  as  that  col- 
lected in  the  Southern  States,  upon  imports,  has 
been  transferred  to  the  Middle  and  Eastern  Slates 
to  be  expended.     The  necessity  of  making  this 
transfer  arises  from  the  circumstance  that  the  great 
mass  of  the  public  debt  is  held  in  those  Slates,  or 
by  foreigners,  whose  agents  reside  in  them;  and 
frona  the  establishments  of  dock  yards  and  naval 
stations  in  their  principal  ports.     This  tran.sfer 
will  continue  to  be  necessary  until  the  public  debt 
shall  be  extinguished,  and  until  the  other  expendi- 
tures of  the  Government  can,  consistently  with  the 
public  interest,  be  more  equally  distributed.     If  a 
national  currency  should   be  established,  the  de- 
mand for  it  in  the  Southern  and  Western  States, 
for  the  purpose  of  transmission,  would  be  incessant ; 
whilst  lis  return,  by  the  ordinary  course  of  trade, 
especially  in  the  latter,  would  be  slow,  and  in 
some  degree  uncertain.   The  currency  being  every- 
where receivable  by  the  Government,  would,  for 
the  purpose  of  remittance,  be  more  frequently  de- 
manded in  that  section  than  specie,  for  tbe  same 
reason  that  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  its  offices  command  there,  at  this  time, 
a  premium  in  specie.     As  the  transfers  of  the  pub- 
lic money  are  made  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  the  excitement  produced  by  the  demand  for 
specie,  or  funds  that  can  be  remitted  consequent 
upon  such  transfers,  has  been  directed  against  that 
institution.     All  the  eriis  which  the  community, 
in  particular  Darts  of  the  country,  has  suffered  from 
the  sudden  decrease  of  the  currency,  as  well  as 
from  its  depreciation,  have  been  ascribed  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  which,  in  traniferring 
tbe  public  lands,  has  been  a  passive  agent  in  the 
hands  of  the  Grovernment. 

It  is,  then,  believed  that  the  evils  which  are  fdt 
in  those  sections  of  the  Union  where  the  distress 
is  most  general,  will  not  be  extensively  relieved  by 
the  ^tablishment  of  a  national  currency.  The 
sufferings  which  have  been  produced  by  the  efforts 
that  have  been  made  to  resume  and  to  con  tin  ae 
specie  jwyments  have  been  great.  They  are  not 
terminated,  and  must  continue  until  the  value  of 
property  and  the  price  of  labor  shall  assume  that 
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relation  to  the  precious  metals  which  our  wealth 
and  industry,  compared  with  those  uf  other  States, 
shall  enable  us  to  retain.  Until  this  shall  be  ef- 
fected, an  abortive  attempt,  by  the  substitution  of 
a  paper  currency,  to  arrest  the  evils  we  are  suffer- 
ing, will  produce  the  most  distressing  consequences. 
The  sufferings  that  are  past  will,  in  such  an  event, 
lecur  with  additional  violence,  and  the  nation  will 
again  find  itself  in  the  situation  which  it  held  at 
the  moment  when  specie  paymenU  were  resumed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
The  Hon,  the  Speaker 

0/  the  House  of  Representative*. 

[The  Ubular  slat«nienU  of  details,  being  Tcry  rolu- 
mioous,  are  oiQitted.] 


INTEREST  ON  OUTSTANDING   MISSISSIPPI 

STOCK. 

[CommonicateJ  to  the  Senate,  March  9,  1820.] 
Treasdry  Department, 

March  2,  1820. 

Sib:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  the  23d  ultimo,  referring  to  this  E>epartment  the 
petition  of  Henry  Remsen  and  others,  stating, 
among  other  things,  that  they  are  largely  inter- 
ested in  Mississippi  stock,  iswued  under  an  act 
entitled  "  An  act  providing  for  the  indemnifica- 
tion of  ceruin  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory;"  that  the  outstanding  stock 
created  under  that  act  was,  on  10th  December, 
1819,  1^1,909,576  81 ;  and  that  it  appears,  by  the 
reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  sales 
of  lands  to  an  amount  much  exceeding  the  out- 
standing Mississippi  stock  have  been  made,  but 
that  the  memorialists  have  not  been  able  to  ascer- 
tain at  what  neriod  the  claims  of  the  State  of 
Georgia  have  been  satisfied,  so  as  to  entitle  them 
to  have  their  certificates  paid ;  and  stating  that 
they  consider  themselves  entitled  to  interest  on  the 
amount  of  their  certificates  from  the  period  when 
the  sales  have  amounted  to  a  sum  sufficient  to 
My  the  same,  whether  the  amount  was  in  the 
Treasury  in  money,  or  in  obligations  bearing  in- 
terest ;  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  enclosed 
proceeding  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  which  will,  it  is  believed,  sufficiently  ex- 
plain the  nature  of  the  claim  of  the  memorialists. 

By  referring  to  the  act  under  which  this  claim 
has  originated,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  claim  to  in- 
terest, before  the  money  is  received  into  the  Trea- 
sury, is  without  foundation.  Their  claim  is  to  the 
money  in  the  Treasury  arising  from  the  sales  of 
the  lands  pledged,  and  not  upon  the  United  States 
for  money  due  for  those  lands.  As  the  act  does 
not  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  the  payment 
is  to  be  made,  when  there  shall  be  money  in  the 
Treasury  applicable  to  the  discharge  of  the  out- 
standing stock,  it  is  presumed  that  the  United 
States  have  the  right  to  direct  the  mode  in  which 
it  shall  be  effected.  The  principle  adopted  by  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  is  beheved 
to  be  equiuble  and  just.    Ind^,  doubts  may  well 


exist  whether  the  obligation  to  pay  is  perfect,  until 
a  sum  shall  have  been  received  sufficient  to  dis- 
charge the  stock. 

By  returns  which  have  been  received  suhae- 
queutly  to  the  annual  Treasury  report  of  the  10th 
of  December  last,  it  is  ascertained  that  the  stock 
which  has  been  received  to  the  1st  of  January  last 
amounts  to  $2,435,216  18,  leaving  3l,846,&34  94 
outstanding ;  and  that  the  receipts  in  money  to  the 
same  period  amounted  to  ^,800.408  11;  from 
which  the  sum  of  $1,250,000  due  to  the  Sute  of 
G.-orgia,  and  §311,148  91,  for  the  expenses  of  sur- 
veying, being  deducted,  leaves  in  the  Treasury  the 
sum  of  $1,239,259  20  applicable  to  the  paymtet 
of  the  outstanding  stock,  which  is  equal  to  aiztr- 
six  per  cent,  thereof. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  air, 
your  most  obedient  servant,  4 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  President  of  the  Sewate. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund — present,  John  Gaillard,  President  of 
the  Senate  pro  tem.;  John  Marshall,  Chief  Justice 
of  the  United  States;  John  Q,uincy  Adanas,  Sec- 
retary of  Sute;  William  H.  Crawtord,  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury;  William  Wirt,  Attorney  General: 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  reported  that  the 
stock  issued  under  the  act  of  the  31st  of  March, 
1814,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  indemni- 
fication of  certain  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory,"  amounts  to  §4,282,151  12; 
that,  of  this  sum,  there  has  been  received  at  the 
Treasury  and  cancelled  §2,435,216  18;  and  that 
there  is  now  outstanding  the  sum  of  $1,846.- 
934  94;  that,  of  the  proceeds  of  the  puWic  lands 
in  the  States  of  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  after 
satisfying  the  claims  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and 
the  expenses  of  surveying  said  lands,  there  remaios 
in  the  Treasury,  applicable  to  the  discharge  of  the 
said  stock,  tbe  sum  of  $1,239,259  20;  thatiis 
sum  is  e(jual  to  sixty-six  per  cent,  of  the  stock  out- 
standing: whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is 
hereby  directed  to  apply  the  said  sum  of  money  in 
discharge  of  ihe  said  stock,  in  the  proportion  of 
sixty-six  per  cent,  of  each  certificate  thereof  which 
may  be  presented  at  the  Treasury  upon  and  flW 
the  15th  day  of  May  next. 

J.  GAILLARD,  Pres.  Senate  pro  tem. 

J.  MARSHALL,  Chief  Justice  U.S. 

JNO.  d.  ADAMS,  Secrttary  of  8la(«. 

W.  H.  CRAWFORD,  5^'ry  Trm». 

WM.  WIRT,  AUomey  General. 
February  26,  1820. 


New  York,  February  10,  1820. 
To  Uu  honorable  the  Senate  and  Hatue  of  Repretmta- 
tiaes  of  Vie  United  States  in  Congress  assevJUed: 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned  respectfully 
showeth :  That  they  are  largely  interested  in  Mis- 
sissippi stock ;  that,  by  the  certificates  issued  lUMkr 
the  authority  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  in  Marcl^ 
1814,  it  is  certi^  ''that  the  amount  is  payahie 
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OQt  of  the  first  moneys  in  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  arising  from  the  sales  of  public 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  after  the  money 
due  to  the  State  of  Georgia  and  the  expenses  of 
rorreying  such  lands  have  been  satisfied." 

That  it  appears,  by  the  reports  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  that  the  amount  outi^tanding  of 
the  awards  made  by  the  commissioners  appointed 
for  indemnifying  certain  claimantsof  public  lands, 
which  it  is  understood  includes  the  Mississippi 
stock,  was, on  10th  December,  1819,  $1,909,576  81 ; 
that  it  appears,  by  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  that  sales  of  lands  to  an  amount 
much  exceeding  the  outstanding  balance  of  Mis- 
sissippi stock,  have  been  made,  but  your  memori- 
alists are  unable  to  ascertain  at  what  periods 
enough  had  been  sold  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  and  to  entitle  your  memorialist:} 
to  have  their  certificates  paid.  Your  memorialists 
respectfully  submit,  that  they  consider  themselves 
entitled  to  interest  on  the  amount  of  their  certifi- 
cates from  the  period  when  sales  of  the  lands 
pledged  for  the  redemption  of  this  stock  have  been 
made  sufficient  to  pay  the  same,  whether  the 
•mount  was  in  the  Treasury  in  money,  or  in  ob- 
ligations bearing  interest;  inasmuch  as  it  cannot 
be  doubted  that  such  security  has  been  taken  as  to 
the  wisdom  of  the  Grovernment  was  deemed  suffi- 
cient to  render  the  final  payment  certam,  and  in- 
asmuch as,  on  a  different  construction,  the  United 
States  would  be  receiving  interest  for  a  delay  of 
I»yment,  manifestly  at  the  expense  of  your  memo-  ' 
rial  is  ts.  ' 

Your  memorialists,  relying  confidently  in  the  ' 
justice  of  Congresj«,  therefore  respectfully  pray  that  \ 
m  law  may  be  passed  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  j 
the  Treasury  to  redeem  the  Mississippi  stock,  with  . 
interest,  from  the  period  when  it  shall  ajiprar  from  i 
the  returns  in  the  proper  offices  that  sales  to  an  \ 
•mount  sufficient  to  pay  off  the  same  have  been  ' 
made. 

Hurd&Sewall,        ^        | 
John  G.  Warren  &  Son, 
Nevius  J.  Townsend, 
Gulian  Ludlow,  ^ 

John  Mowatt,  jun., 
Samuel  Jackson. 
Henry  D.  Sewall,  as  ex- 
ecutor of  S.  Sewall. 


Henry  Remsen, 
John  Fleming, 
S.  M.  Coun, 
S.  Flewwelling, 
Daniel  Boardman, 
W.  Goelet  Bucknor, 
B.  Huntington, 
Robinson  &,  Benson, 


REMONSTRANCE   AGAINST  A  CHANGE  IN 
THE    REVENUE    SYSTEM   IN    RELATION 

TO     CREDIT.  y     ;j 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  March  11,  1820.] 

To  tke  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  Slates  in  Congress  assembled : 

The  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
thecity  of  Philadelphia  respectfully  showeih  :  That 
your  memorialists  entertam,  and  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit to  your  consideration,  the  following  sentiments 
*pon  propositions  which  have  been  introduced  to 
your  notice,  for  a  very  important  change  in  the 
revenue  system  of  the  United  States. 


That  the  scheme  which  was  adopted  at  the  com- 
mencement of  our  fiscal  system,  for  the  collection 
of  duties  on  foreign  imports,  was  wise,  and  well 
adapted  to  the  state  of  the  country,  has,  perhaps, 
never  been  questioned.  Its  excellence  has  been 
tested  by  nearly  thirty  years  experience;  and  it 
may  safely  be  said,  that  the  advantages  which 
were  contemplated  by  the  framers  of  this  system 
have  been  secured.  The  Government  has  re- 
ceived its  revenue  with  punctuality  ;  it  has  sus- 
tained no  loss  by  reason  of  the  credit  for  duties,  which 
deserves  consideration.  The  collection  has  been 
made  with  the  least  possible  expense  ;  and  a  widely 
extended,  active,  and  vigorous  commerce  has  con- 
tributed largely  to  the  stock  of  national  wealth  and 
prosperity. 

In  considering  thcproposition  to  abolish  a  system 
of  credit  which  experience  has  thus  approved,  it 
becomes  proper  to  inquire  what  are  the  evils  which 
are  supposed  to  be  connected  with  the  existing 
system,  and  what  are  the  advantages  which  are 
expected  to  result  from  a  change  ? 

It  is  sup|H)scd  by  those  who  advocated  achange, 
as  your  memorialists  understand,  that  the  credit  for 
duties  has  furnished  capital  for  an  extension  of 
business,  and  that  from  this  cause  have  proceeded 
the  embarrassments  and  difficulties  which  have 
been  felt  throughout  the  country. 

The  credit  lor  duties  is  not  intended,  nor  is  it 
fairly  to  be  considered,  as  putting  the  use  of  a  cai>- 
ital  into  the  hands  of  the  merchant,  because  it 
does  not  in  reality  afford  him  a  capital  to  trade 
upon,  but  simply  relieves  him  from  the  burden  of 
making  an  advance  beyond  his  means.  Its  object 
is  rather  to  be  just  than  to  be  generous ;  and  it  is 
as  wise  and  politic  in  relation  to  the  community 
at  largo,  as  it  is  just  to  the  importer.  The  foun- 
dation of  the  credit  is  the  fact  that  the  goods  do 
not  produce  their  price  immediately  upon  impor- 
tation ;  and  the  principle,  that  it  would  be  unjust 
that  the  importer  should  be  in  advance  to  the  Gov- 
ernment for  the  duty,  and  .severe  upon  the  con- 
sumer that  he  should  bear  the  heavy  consequences 
of  such  an  advance.  It  is,  therefore,  a  wise  and 
sound  calculation,  that,  by  allowing  to  the  import- 
er, upon  good  security,  lime,  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  commodity,  to  make  his  sales,  the 
Government  will  receive  its  dues  when  it  ought  to 
receive  them  ;  and  no  one  will  suffer,  as  would  be 
the  case  by  an  anticipation  of  the  payment  of  du- 
ties on  articles  which  oftentimes  are  long  retained 
by  the  importer,  and,  when  sold,  are  necessarily 
sold  upon  a  liberal  credit. 

Your  memorialists  believe  this  view  of  the  sys- 
tem to  be  correct ;  and,  although  instances  may 
occur  in  which  this  credit  is  abused,  and  is  made 
to  furnish  the  means  of  wild  adventure,  it  is  an 
unsound  argument  to  draw  therefrom  an  inference 
against  the  system. 

Your  memorialists  are  convinced,  upon  these 
grounds,  that  the  oppostrs  of  the  present  system  of 
credit  for  duties  entertain  mistaken  views  in  rela- 
tion to  the  nature,  policy,  and  operation  of  the  sys- 
tem itself,  in  supposing  that  it  furnishes  a  capital 
to  trade  upon,  and  has  a  connexion  with  the  evils 
and  embarrassments  which  afflict  this  country. 
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Thecapitalofthecountryhasdoubdess  increased, 
and,  at  particular  periods  of  time,  it  may  be  that 
even  more  is  devoted  to  commerce  than  can  be 
profitably  employed.  Whenever  this  is  found  to 
be  the  case,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  surplus 
will  readily  find  ita  way  into  other  channels,  and 
seek  for  employment  in  more  profitable  modes.  ' 
But  it  cannot  be  pretended  that  there  is  an  excess 
of  capital  in  the  country  ;  and,  until  that  shall  be 
the  case,  it  would  seem  to  be  unwise  to  condemn 
to  a  state  of  inactivity  so  great  a  portion  as  would, 
by  the  plan  proposed,  be  continually  in  deposite  in 
the  public  stores. 

And  further,  your  memorialists  are  convinced 
that  the  reasoning  is  erroneous  which  is  founded 
upon  the  supposition  that  an  extension  of  capital, 
or  credit  equivalent  to  capital,  would  be  productive 
of  mischief.  .,,-,  i; 

It  is  not  alleged,  as  your  memorialists  believe,  by 
theadvocatesof^a  change,  that  it  would  promote  the 
great  objects  which  are  ever  to  be  regarded  in  re- 
lation to  revenue — security  of  the  debt,  punctuality 
in  lis  payment,  and  ease  and  economy  in  its  col- 
lection. On  the  contrary,  it  must  be  doubted  whe- 
ther, if  a  system  of  deposites  of  public  stores  were 
established,  the  collection  would  not  be  more  ex- 
pensive, and  the  payment  less  certain  and  punctual, 
than  at  present.  It  is  well  known  that,  in  times 
past,  the  calculations  of  the  Treasury  upon  the 
receipt  of  duties  have  been  made  without  disap- 
pointment; and  that  this  portion  of  the  public  in- 
come is  collected  without  oppression  or  inconve- 
nience to  those  who  pay,  and  with  little  expense 
to  the  Government.  So  far,  then,  as  relates  to  the 
great  interesu  of  the  Treasury,  the  contemplated 
change  .seems  to  promise  no  advantage. 

If  the  proposed  change  should  be  effected,  your 
memorialists  conceive  that  much  mischief  would 
unavoidably  ensue. 

The  men  of  moderate  capital,  however  deserving 
of  confidence,  and  however  active  and  skilful  in 
the  prosecution  of  business,  would  be  driven  from 
the  field  ;  and  it  would  be  occupied  alone  by  men 
of  large  capital,  who  could  bear  the  burden  of 
heavy  advances  for  duties  upon  unsold  goods. 
Even  these  would  probably  be  foreign  agents, 
who,  by  a  system  of  exchange,  could  comply  with 
the  requisites  of  law,  without,  in  fact,  making  the 
same  advances  as  must  be  made  by  the  American 
merchant.  We  should  exchange  a  cerUin  for  an 
uncertain  revenue ;  the  expense  of  collection  would 
be  increased  ;  and  if  the  perils  of  fire,  waste,  pil- 
lage, and  sacrifice  by  .sale  of  unredeemed  goods, 
be  regarded,  it  may  be  said  that  the  ultimate  pro- 
duct would,  no  doubt,  be  diminished. 

But,  above  all,  your  memorialists  beg  leave  to 
suggest  that  the  present  state  of  the  country  is 
adverse  to  such  a  measure  as  that  proposed.  At  a 
moment  of  general  embarrassment,  to  call  for  such 
advances  as  this  plan  requires  would  make  the  em- 
barrassment doubly  felt,  and  give  a  most  serious 
blow  to  the  commerce  of  the  country. 

Your  memorialists  hereupon  express  the  earnest 
hope  that  there  will  be  a  firm  and  unyielding  ad- 
herence to  the  system  of  credit,  which  is  founded 
in  justice  and  a  wise  policy,  and  which  has  been 


approved  by  the  experience  of  many  years;  and 
that  the  mere  hope  of  escaping  from  present  evils. 
by  an  untried  way,  opposed  to  such  experience. 
will  not  be  permitted  to  influence  the  Government 
to  an  abandonment  of  this  system 

ROBERT  RALSTON, 
President  of  the  Chamber  of  Ommercs. 
Attest :  John  Vaughan,  Sec'ry,  C.  C. 

PniLAnELPHiA,  JWarcAG,  1820. 


DUTY  ON  MOLASSES. 

[Communicatee!  to  the  Senate,  April  13,  1820.] 
To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Horist  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled.- 
The  subscribers,  being  merchants,  distillers,  and 
owners  of  distilleries,  in  the  town  of  Boston  and 
Its  vicinity,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  represent: 
That  the  proposed  increase  of  duty  on  molasses 
will,  if  carried  into  effect,  prove  not  only  injurious 
to  them,  but,  through  them,  to  the  most  important 
interests  of  our  country. 

In  the  first  place,  the  consumption  of  molasses 
for  the  purpose  of  distilling  enables  the  West  India 
planter  to  buy  the  produce  of  our  fisheries,  soil,  and 
domestic  industry,  and  to  pay  for  it  in  an  article 
which,  being  bulky,  furnishes  employment  and 
freight  for  an  immense  tonnage,  and  is  a  raw 
material,  which,  in  the  process  of  manufacture, 
gives  employment  to  as  great  a  portion  of  the  act- 
ive industry  of  the  country  as  any  branch  of  busi- 
ness whatever.  And  your  memorialists  cannot 
see  why  a  raw  material,  and  principally  for  the 
manufacture  of  rum,  should  be  chargeable  with  a 
duty  equal  to  one-half  its  first  cost,  when  hides, 
skins,  copper,  brass,  tin,  dye-woods,  rags,  and  a 
variety  of  other  raw  materials,  are  suffered  to  be 
imported  duty  free.  Nor  can  your  memorialists 
understand  the  policy  which  should  thus  paralyze, 
and  perhaps  destroy,  a  very  old  manufacture,  the 
-very  buildings  and  apparatus  of  which,  in  the 
various  establishments  of  this  commonwealth,  may 
be  estimated  at  one  million  of  dollars;  making, 
annually,  from  thirty  to  forty  thousand  hogshead 
of  rum,  and  furnishing  the  means  of  subsistence 
for  thousands  of  persons;  furnishing  a  most  im- 
portant article  of  trade,  for  our  coasting  business; 
and  creating  a  demand,  for  putting  up  the  mo- 
lasses and  rum,  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand 
casks. 

Your  memorialists  might  enter  into  a  great 
variety  of  details  to  show  the  importance  of  the 
distilling  business  to  the  public;  but  it  must  be 
obvious  to  your  honorable  body,  without  the  ne- 
cessity of  its  being  forced  on  your  observation, 
that  the  active  industry  of  the  country,  employed 
in  the  importation  of  fifty  of  sixty  thousand  hogs- 
heads of  molasses  into  the  United  States;  the 
wharfage,  cartage,  cooperage,  storage,  and  labor, 
con-iequeot  on  the  landing;  the  vessels  employed 
to  bring  the  molasses;  the  seamen  who  navigate 
them;  the  labor,  wood,  carting,  and  other  expenses 
necessary  to  convert  it  into  rum ;  the  casks,  coop- 


2411 


APPENDIX. 


2412 


2413 


APPENDIX. 


Protection  to  Americtm  Maimfouiurtt. 


2414 


<  I 


B" 


.„„e,  carting,  and  tonnage  necessary  to  distribute 
the  rum  to  its  various  consumers — that  these  oper- 
ations of  trade,  consequent  to,  and  connected  with, 
the  distilling  business,  being  considered,  it  may 
safely  be  amrraed  that,  with  the  sole  exception  of 
the  manufacture  of  ftour,  there  is  hardly  another 
species  of  manufacture  which  sets  in  motion  and 
supports  such  a  large  and  important  portion  of  the 
productive  industry  of  the  United  States  as  the 
distillation  of  rum. 

In  addition  to  what  your  memorialists  conceive 
the  injustice  of  taxing  the  raw  material  used  for 
one  species  of  manuiacture,  when  the  principal 
raw  materials  for  other  species  of  manufactures 
are  imported  duty  free,  your  memorialists  beg 
leave  to  state  that,  in  New  England,  generally, 
the  consumption  of  molasses  by  the  poor^  always 
great,  has  increased,  and  is  increasing,  since  the 
diminished  value  of  all  our  own  products;  the  con- 
sumers being  unable  to  afford  to  pay  for  sugar,  as 
formerly. 

Your  memorialists  may  be  suffered  to  remark, 
wWi  some  surprise,  that  in  a  tariff  of  duties,  pur- 
porting to  encourage  domestic  manufactures,  the 
raw  materials  for  such  a  manufacture  as  the  dis- 
tUttflg  of  rum  from  molasses  (one  of  the  oldest 
aitnufiactures  in  the  country,  and  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  lumher,  fishing,  coasting,  and 
West  India  trade)  "Should  be  uxed,  as  before 
itited,  to  about  one-half  of  its  first  cost. 

NATH.  HALL,  and  othfti. 


PROTECTION  TO  MANUFACTUIiES. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  April  13,    1820.] 

To  the  Senate  and  Hotue  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  .- 

The  memorial  of  the  Pennsylvania  Society  for 
the  encouragement  of  American  manufactures  re- 
ipectfully  showeth  :  That  your  memorialists  have 
read,  with  the  deepest  regret,  two  remonstrances 
presented  to  your  honorawe  Houses,  from  agricul- 
tttral  societies  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  deprecat- 
ing your  interposition,  in  favor  of  the  manufactur- 
i&g  part  of  the  community. 

These  documents,  containing  sundry  allegations 
injarious  to  your  memorialists,  and  resting,  as  shall 
be  made  to  appear,  on  an  unsound  basis,  require  a 
detailed  investigation,  to  which  we  respectfully  re- 
quest your  attention. 

We  must  premise,  that  we  should  have  hoped 
diat  the  ruin  of  so  many  of  the  manufacturers, 
the  depressed  state  of  those  who  have  hitherto 
escaped  the  situation  in  which  their  brethren  have 
been  involved,  and  the  distresses  of  that  class 
whose  sole  dependence  is  on  their  labor,  would 
hare  prevented  this  unkind  interference,  calcula- 
ted to  continue  their  sufferings  ;  that  the  ^enerous 
s^pathy  which  their  situation  ought  to  have  ex- 
cited in  the  breasts  of  fellow-citizens,  embarked 
»oae  common  cause,  would  have  averted  this 
nostiiity,  even  had  all  the  allegations  of  the  re- 
moostrances  been  irrefragable ;  whereas,  we  hope 


to  prove  that  such  as  are  of  any  importance  are 
easily  susceptible  of  refutation.  The  disappoini- 
ment  fills  us  with  surprise  and  regret,  and  is  ill 
calculated  to  foster  those  kind  regards  and  attach- 
ments which  ought  to  subsist  among  members  of 
the  same  community,  and  which  we  have  always 
cherished  towards  our  agricultural  fellow-citizens. 

But  our  appeal  and  that  of  our  brethren  has  not 
been  made  to  the  generosity  or  compasson  of  oar 
fellow-citizens.  We  appeal  to  their  honor— td 
their  justice.  We  ask,  at  length,  after  a  lapse  of 
thirty  years  in  which  the  Government  has  existed 
lor  a  share  of  that  protection  so  bountifully  be^ 
stowed  upon  commerce,  and  which  agriculture,  as 
will  appeiar,  has  abundantly  enjoyed. 

The  allegations  of  the  agricultural  societies  are 
principally  confined  to  three  points : 

1.  The  extortions  said  to  have  been  committed 
by  manufacturers  during  the  war. 

2.  The  danger  and  oppression  of  monopolies, 
exclusive  privileges,  Ac. 

3.  The  injustice  of  affording  protection  tb  man- 
ufactures, when  agriculture  disclaims  all  protec- 
tion. 

There  are  sundry  minor  points,  which  we  shall 
pass  over,  in  order  to  avoid  prolixity. 

The  charge  of  extortion  is  couched  in  these 
words: 

"We  submit  respectfully  to  your  wisdom  the 
impolicy  of  subjecting  so  large  a  portion  of  your 
fellow-citizens  to  such  unreasonable  cupidity  ;  of 
laying  them  at  the  mercy  of  an  association,  which, 
competition  being  removed,  will  no  longer  consider 
the  intrinsic  value  of  an  article,  or  what  prio« 
would  afford  a  fair  profit  to  the  manufacturer,  but 
how  much  the  necessities  of  the  consumer  would 
enable  them  to  extort.  Of  this  spirit  we  had  a 
suflScient  specimen  during  our  late  contest  with 
Great  Britain." 

This  uncharitable  accusation  we  hope  to  prvve 
wholly  destitute  of  foundation.  The  article  oo 
which  it  chiefly  rests  is  superfine  broadcloth, 
which  was  raised  from  eight  or  nine  dollars,  th« 
price  before  the  war,  to  twelve,  thirteen,  and  four- 
teen, during  the  war.  The  reasoning  applicable 
to  this  case  applies  with  equal  force  to  ail  th« 
others. 

All  doubt  of  the  injustice  of  this  allegation  will 
be  laid  at  rcKt  forever  by  the  simple  fact  that  me- 
rino wool,  the  raw  material  of  that  cloth,  which, 
before  and  shortly  after  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  was  sold  at  seventy-five  cents  per  pound,  wa« 
raised  during  the  war  to  three  and  four  dollars— 
an  advance  of  three  hundred  per  cent.;  so  that 
there  was  less  profit  per  cent,  on  the  capital  em- 
ployed by  the  manufacturer  at  high  prices  of  the 
cloth,  so  much  the  subject  of  complaint,  than  at 
the  former  moderate  price. 

We  trust  that  this  strong  fact,  which  can  be 
judicially  proved  at  the  bar  of  your  Houses,  will 
prevent  any  man  of  honor  or  candor,  as  he  values 
his  reputation,  from  ever  again  repeating  so  un- 
founded an  accusation. 

But  if  we  have  never  retorted  this  charge  against 
our  accusers,  if  we  have  forborne  recrimination, 
it  has  not  been  for  want  of  materials,  but  from  an 
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unwillingness  to  cherish  an  unkind  and  unfriend- 
ly spirit  towards  our  fellow-citizens.  And  now, 
notwithstanding  the  repeated  and  wanton  provoca- 
tions we  have  received,  we  resort  to  the  measure 
with  pain.  We  should  gladly  have  buried  in  obli- 
vion all  our  causes  of  complaint,  and  cherished  a 
kind  and  fraternal  spirit,  in  the  hope  of  exciting  a 
suitable  reciprocation.  But  the  style  and  manner 
of  the  accusations  against  us,  their  unceasing  re- 
petition, the  hostile  disposition  they  display,  and 
the  ruinous  consequences  they  are  calculated  to 
produce  on  the  general  welfare  of  the  nation, 
render  it  a  dutv  to  ourselves,  to  our  country,  and 
to  the  cause  of  truth,  to  prove  that  our  accusers 
are  far  from  invulnerable  in  this  point,  and  are 
under  high  obligations  to  us  for  past  forbearance. 

In  the  year  1788  flour  was  four  dollars  per  bar- 
rel in  our  seaports,  which  was  regarded  as  a  fair 
and  liberal  price.  In  the  next  year  the  demand 
for  the  supply  of  France  took  place,  and  this  arti- 
cle was  raised  to  five  and  six  dollars;  from  year 
to  year  afterwards  it  rose  to  ten,  twelve,  and  four- 
teen dollars ;  and  probably  it  averaged,  during  the 
whole  of  the  French  revolution,  above  ten.  We 
submit  to  a  candid  world  whether  this  fact  does 
not  more  completely  establish  the  charge  of  "extor- 
tion," than  the  rise  of  broadcloth  from  eight  or 
nine  to  fourteen  dollars,  or  even  to  thirty,  had  it 
taken  place,  when  the  raw  material  rose  from 
seventy-five  cents  to  four  dollars  per  pound  ;  and 
whether  the  rise  on  the  wool  itself  is  not  incom- 
parably more  "extortionate"  than  that  on  the 
broadcloth  ?  The  latter  was  not  only  justifiable, 
but  imperiously  necessary,  by  the  rise  which  we 
have  stated  on  the  raw  material ;  but,  for  the  rise 
on  wool  or  flour,  no  such  reason  existed.  It  did 
not  proceed  from  any  advance  "in  the  intrinsic 
value  of  the  article,"  to  borrow  the  words  of  the 
Petersburg  remonstrance,  "  nor  from  a  considera- 
tion of  what  price  would  afford  a  fair  profit  to  the" 
farmers;  "but  how  much  the  necessities  of  the 
consumers  enabled  them  to  extort." 

At  the  same  period  (1788)  butter  was  ten  cents 
per  pound  ;  beef  and  pork  five  cents  ;  tobacco  three 
or  four ;  and  all  other  agricultural  articles  in  the 
same  proportion.  They  have  since  been  i-aised 
from  one  to  two  hundred  per  cent,  above  those 
prices.  Yet  we  have  never  alleged  against  the 
farmers  or  planters  the  odious  charge  of  "  extor- 
tion," at  which  they  would  have  revolted.  Have 
they,  we  ask,  a  right  to  raise  their  prices  one  or 
two  hundred  per  cent,  at  pleasure,  when  the  de- 
mand warrants  it,  without  "extortion;"  and  yet 
to  wound  the  feelings  and  injure  the  characters  of 
their  fellow-citizens,  by  the  odious  imputation  of 
"  extortion,"  when  the  advance  of  the  raw  material 
by  themselves  renders  a  rise  of  manufactures  ne- 
c«sary?  If  this  be  a  chartered  privilege,  we 
wish  to  know  whence  it  is  derived,  and  by  what 
tenure  it  is  held.  Seriously,  we  presume  this  to 
be  the  strongest  illustration  of  the  parable  of  the 
beam  and  the  mote  that  the  variegated  history  of 
mankind  presents. 

Flour  is  now  four  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents 
per  barrel  on  the  seaboard.  Should  war  or  famine 
take  place  in  Europe,  the  price  would  be  immedi- 


ately raised  one,  two,  three,  four,  or  fire  dt>llar« 
I  per  barrel ;  and  in  proportion  to  the  intensity  of 
I  the  distress  would  be  the  tax  levied  on  the  con- 
i  sumers  in  this  country.     There  are  about  thiw 
millions  of  white  people  in  the  United  States  not 
engaged  in  agriculture,  who  consume,  on  an  arei^ 
age,  two  barrels  of  flour  per  annum.    A  rise  <rf 
three  dollars,  which  might  take  place  immediately, 
in  case  of  a  very  extraordinary  demand,  would 
amount,  on  this  article,  to  a  gain  of  eighteen  rail- 
lions  of  dollars,  levied  by  the  farmers  on  the  rest 
of  the  community  during  the  ensuing  year,  excln- 
sive  of  probably  an  equal  amount  on  all  other  a^- 
j  cultural  productions,  liable  to  a  proportionate  ad- 
I  vance  of  price.    And  this  is  not  a  mere  hypothesis 
j  of  what  may  occur ;  it  is  the  history  of  the  laat 
I  thirty  years,  and  of  the  immense  prices  (again  to 
j  borrow  the  vituperant  language  of  the  remon- 
strance) which  "  the  necessities  of  the  consumers 
I  have  enabled"  the  farmers  "to  extort." 

Nothing  but  the  endless,  the  irritating  misrepre- 
!  sentations  we  have  experienced,  would  induce  us 
I  to  retort  this  strong  language  upon  our  accusers. 

The  United  Agricultural  Societies  of  Virginia 
prefer  a  claim  to  a  high  degree  of  superiority  over 
the  other  classes  of  the  community,  which  calls  for 
observation.     They  state  that — 

"  In  every  nation,  with  whose  internal  afbirs 
we  are  familiarly  acquainted,  the  landed  interest 
has  been  proverbial  for  their  liberality  in  compar- 
ison with  any  other  class." 

It  is  unfortunate  that  this  assumption  of  Mbet- 
ality  appears  in  an  instrument,  the  direct  object  of 
which  is  to  bar  the  door  to  the  relief  of  their  fel- 
low-citizens, and  to  consign  them  and  their  fami- 
lies to  that  wretchedness  and  ruin  which  has  be- 
fallen so  many  of  their  brethren !  Before  this 
claim  to  "  proverbial  liberality"  can  be  admitted, 
proofs  must  be  adduced  different  from  the  docfi- 
ment  in  which  it  is  asserted.  The  contrast  be- 
tween this  strong  assumption  and  the  object  of  the 
remonstrance,  though  very  striking,  is  not  ancom- 
mon.  Every  day's  experience  so  strongly  proves 
the  extreme  discrepancy  between  profession  and 
practice,  that  no  illustration  can  be  necessary. 

The  societies  distinctly  hold  forth  to  the  worM 
that  agriculture  neither  has  been,  nor  is,  secured 
by  "  protecting  duties."     They  state — 

"We  solicit  not  the  fostering  care  or  patrona^ 
of  the  Legislature  to  alleviate,  by  bounties,  mo- 
itopolies,  or  protecting  duties,  calamities  in  their 
nature  as  inevitable  as  they  are  incurable  by  legis- 
lative interposition." 

The  Fredericksburg  Society  also  state — 

"We  ask  no  tax  upon  manufacturers  for  dot 
benefit.  Neither  do  we  ask  any  thing  oi  Grovern- 
ment,  to  enable  us  to  cultivate  the  soil  as  we  could 
wish." 

The  high  character  of  the  members  of  those  so- 
cieties forbids  the  supposition  that  this  was  an  in- 
tentional misstatement.  We  are,  therefore,  inex- 
pressibly astonished  at  the  utter  unacquaintance 
with  the  real  state  of  the  case  betrayed  in  these 
quotations,  which  evinces  how  superficially  these 
gentlemen  studied  the  subject  on  which  they  un- 
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dertook  to  interpose  to  prevent  the  success  of  our 
applications  for  relief. 

1  The  view  they  present  is  so  far  from  fact,  that  it 
is  the  reverse  of  fact.  The  average  of  duties  on 
such  agricultural  productions  as  are  usually  im- 
ported into  this  country  has  been,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Government,  far  higher  than 
those  on  manufactures. 

We  will  state  the  case  at  two  periods,  remote 
from  each  other,  viz.,  1789  and  1820.  The  inter- 
mediate space  exhibits  the  same  features. 

In  the  former  period,  cheese  was  subject  to  a 
duty  equal  to  fifty-seven  per  cent. ;  indigo  sixteen, 
snuff  ninety,  manufactured  tobacco  one  hundred, 
coals  fifteen,  hemp  and  cotton  twelve ;  whereas, 
seven-eighths  of  all  the  manufactures  imported, 
including  cottons,  woollens,  and  iron,  were  sub- 
ject to  only  five  per  cent.  This,  we  presume,  is 
full  proof  of  the  inequality  of  the  system  of  legis- 
lation with  which  the  Government  commenced, 
and  of  the  care  with  which  the  agriculturists,  who 
formed  the  great  mass  of  the  National  Legislature, 
guarded  their  own  interests. 

Hemp,  at  present,  is  subject  to  a  duty  equiva- 
lent to  twenty-six  per  cent.;  cotton  thirty,  cheese 
ninety,  spirits  eighty,  snufi"  seventy-five,  manufac- 
tured tobacco  one  hundred,  coals  thirty-eight  and 
a  half,  sugar  thirty-seven  and  a  half,  and  potatoes 
fifteen — averaging  fifty-eight  percent.  Few  other 
articles,  the  product  of  the  earth,  are  imported ; 
but  they  are  all,  except  three  or  four,  subject  to  fif- 
teen per  cent. 

or  the  manufactures  imported  in  the  year  1818, 
one  twenty-fifth  part  paid  a  duty  of  seven  and  a 
half  per  cent.,  one-third  fifteen,  one-sixth  twenty, 
two-fifths  twenty-five,  and  one  twenty-fifth  part 
thirty  per  cent.* 

On  this  striking  contrast,  which  affords  no  proof 
of  "the  pro/erbial  liberality"  of  the  landed  inter- 
est, we  offer  but  a  single  comment.  It  adds  one  to 
the  numerous  melancholy  instances  with  which 
history  abounds,  that  where  one  particular  inter- 
est predominates  in  a  lejgislative  body,  the  others 
rarely  experience  impartial  iustice.  We  will  no- 
tice only  one  article,  which  places  in  a  strong 
point  of  light  the  different  degree  of  protection  ex- 
perienced by  agriculture  and  manufactures.  Cot- 
ton, a  raw  material,  is  subject  to  a  duty  of  thirty 
per  cent.,  and  the  freight  is  about  the  same.  The 
cotton  planter  has  therefore  a  protection  of  sixty 
per  cent. ;  whereas  fine  muslins  and  cambrics  pay 
but  twenty-seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  duty,  and 
the  freight  is  not  more  than  one  or  two  per  cent. 
Thus,  the  planter,  who  disclaims  the  idea  of  "  pro- 
tection," has  an  advantage  over  his  manufacturing 
fellow-citizens  of  above  thirty  per  cent.,  indepen- 
dent of  the  immense  difference  between  the  pro- 
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,  tection  necessary  for  articles  produced  by  agricul- 
ture and  those  by  machinery.  It  may  be  assumed, 
without  danger  of  contradiction,  that  cotton  would 
be  better  protected  by  a  duly  of  twenty  per  cent, 
than  cambrics  or  muslins  by  sixty  or  seventy.  We 
do  not  find  that  the  tariff  of  any  other  country 
whatever  prt-sents  such  an  extraordinary  feature. 

Great  emphasis  is  laid,  by  the  agricultural  so- 
cieties, on  the  danger  of  ^'monoiwlies  granted  to 
one  class  or  order  at  the  expen.^e  of  another." 

This  forms  a  fertile  theme,  on  which  they  des- 
cant very  freely.     They  remonstrate  against — 

"  Unequal  and  partial  taxes,  awarding  exclusive 
privileges,  or  sustaining  the  manufacturers  in  the 
enjoyment  of  oppressive  monopolies,  which  are 
ultimately  to  grind  us  and  our  children  after  us  to 
dust  and  ashes." 

"  In  this  way  alone  can  the  benefits  of  good  gov- 
ernment be  equalized  among  the  various  orders 
and  classes  of  society,  the  prosperity  and  happiness 
of  which  depend  not  upon  immunities,  privileges, 
and  monopolies  granted  to  one  class  or  order  at 
the  expense  of  another,"  dec. 

We  are  constrained  to  state,  that  the  want  of 
due  consideration  which  prevails  throughout  the 
remonstrances  is  here  very  conspicuous.  Mono- 
poly, according  to  Johnson,  means  "  the  exclusive 
f|rivilege  of  selling  any  thing."  And  a  roonopo- 
ist,  according  to  the  same  authority,  is  "one  who, 
by  engrossing  or  by  patent,  obtains  the  sole  power 
or  privilege  ol  vending  any  commodity."  There 
is  not,  therefore,  such  a  thing  or  person  in  this 
country  as  a  monopoly  or  monopolist;  nor,  while 
our  present  Constitution  exists,  can  there  be  a  mo- 
nopoly. For,  suppose  manufactures  of  wool,  cot- 
ton, iron,  and  leather  were  altogether  prohibited, 
those  branches  would  be  open  to  the  admission, 
and  consequently  to  the  competition,  of  any  part 
of  the  community — to  farmers  as  well  as  others, 
and  even  to  capitalists  from  any  and  every  part  of 
Europe,  if  they  judged  proper  to  embark  in  them. 
Where,  then,  is  the  monopoly  ? 

While  the  agricultural  societies  were  thus  de- 
nouncing what  they  thought  proper  to  brand  with 
the  odious  terra  "  monopoly,"  they  did  not  reflect 
that  they  were  themselves  far  more  liable  to  the 
accusation  than  those  against  whom  they  preferred 
it.  The  great  mass  of  the  manufactured  articles 
purchased  by  the  farmers  and  planters  of  the 
Southern  States,  and  probably  one-half  of  what 
are  purchased  by  those  in  the  others,  are  imported. 
Wherea.s,  the  manufacturers  of  the  United  States 
have  not  consumed  of  foreign  articles  of  food  and 
drink,  since  the  organization  of  the  Grenerai  G<>v- 
ernment,  two  per  cent. 

Thus,  while  there  has  been  an  incessant  clamor 
against  "the  monopoly"  of  the  manufacturers, 
whose  market  is  open  to  and  engrossed  by  rivals 
from  half  the  nations  of  Europe,  it  ap|)ears  that 
the  farmers  and  planters  have  what  they  term  "a 
monopolv ;"  which,  however,  is  only  an  exclusive 
supply  of  the  home  market.  It  may  be  doubted 
whether  a  more  extraordinary  case  is  on  record. 

We  shall  conclude  our  observations  on  those 
memorials  with  one  further  extract. 
"To  guard"  (the  Fredericksburg  Society  ob- 
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serves)  "against  the  possibility  of  misapprehen- 
sion, we  lake  this  occasion  to  say  that  we  are  in- 
capable of  feeling  any  thing  like  enmity  against 
manufacturers,  or  any  other  useful  description  of 
citizens,  but  heartily  wish  them  all  the  succe>s  to 
which  their  skill  and  industry  may  entitle  them, 
in  whatever  way  applied." 

This  declaration  would  have  been  more  accep- 
table, and  claimed  our  gratitude,  had  it  not  ac- 
companied an  attempt,  on  the  part  of  those  who 
make  it,  to  do  us  all  the  injury  in  their  power  to 
inflict;  to  prevent  a  compliance  with  our  just 
claims,  and  to  perpetuate  our  present  intolerable 
sufferings. 

Your  memorialists  regret  to  find  that  the  same 
adverse  spirit  towards  them  that  prevails  among 
these  small  bodies  of  their  agricultural  fellow-citi- 
zens has  been  excited  among  a  portion  of  the  mer- 
cantile class.  They  request  your  favorable  hear- 
ing of  a  few  remarks  on  the  memorial  of  the 
merchants  of  Salem  on  this  subject.  It  "calls  the 
attention  of  Congress  to  measures  that  have  re- 
cently been  proposed,  and  apparently  approved,  for 
the  purpose  of  prohibiting  the  importation  of  for- 
eign woollen  and  cotton  goods." 

Your  memorialists  are  constrained  to  state  that 
this  view  is  very  uncandid.  They  never  did  con- 
template "  a  prohibition  of  foreign  cotton  and 
woollen  goods,"  generally.  There  is  not  a  sane 
man  in  the  country  who,  if  he  had  the  power, 
would  enact  a  total  exclusion.  A  large  portion 
of  those  goods  is  not,  and  for  a  long  time  to  come 
cannot  be,  manufactured  in  this  country,  and 
therefore  must  be  imported.  Your  memorialists 
deprecate  and  solemnly  protest  against  the  influ- 
ence of  a  system  which  has  been  heretofore  too 
successfully  pursued ;  that  is,  defeating  their  fair 
and  legitimate  objects,  by  ascribing  to  them  views 
which  they  wholly  disclaim.  Of  this  unfair  sys- 
tem, their  dearest  interests  have  been  frequently 
the  victims.  Were  it  necessary,  they  could  pro- 
duce numerous  instances  of  early  and  recent  date. 

"  If  we  are  not  willing  to  receive  foreign  manu- 
factures, we  cannot  reasonably  suppose  that  foreign 
nations  will  receive  our  raw  materials." 

"  We  cannot  force  them  to  become  buyers  when 
they  are  not  sellers,  or  to  consume  our  cottons 
when  they  cannot  pay  the  price  in  their  own 
fabrics." 

"  We  cannot  expect  them  to  carry  on  a  ruinous 
trade,  when  the  profit  is  all  on  our  side." 

These  paragraphs  are  liable  to  the  exceptions 
urged  against  the  preceding  one.  They  assume 
the  extraordinary  idea,  (which  insanity  alone  could 
harbor,)  that  importation  is  expected  to  be  wholly 
prohibited.  All  that  is  necessary  for  the  restora- 
tion of  the  country,  and  for  the  prosperity  of  the 
manufacturers,  is  such  a  modification  of  the  tariff 
as  will  reduce  our  imports  within  the  limits  of  our 
exports,  and  prevent  our  manufactures  and  manu- 
facturers from  being  overwhelmed  by  the  inordi- 
nate inundation  of  foreign  fabrics. 

"  While  the  manufacturers  are  left  free  to  engage 
in  their  own  peculiar  pursuits,  enjoying,  in  com- 
mon with  others,  a  reasonable  protection  from  the 
Government,  the  memorialists  trust  it  is  no  undue 


claim  on  their  part  to  plead  for  the  freedom  of 
commerce  also,  as  the  natural  ally  of  agriculture 
and  naval  greatness." 

There  is  an  assumption  here  of  "  freedom  for  the 
manufacturers,"  which  is  not  warranted  by  the 
fact.  When  their  business  is  annihilated,  and 
themselves  ruined  by  the  immoderate  introduction 
of  foreign  merchandise,  as  has  occurred  to  too 
many  of  them,  can  it  be  said  that  they  "are free  to 
engage  in  their  own  peculiar  pursuits?"  We  will 
render  this  plain,  by  applying  it  to  the  case  of  the 
merchants.  The  vessels  employed  in  the  coasting 
trade  for  thirty  years  have  averaged  about  four 
hundred  thousand  tons  annually.  Were  foreign 
vessels  allowed  to  engage  in  that  trade,  to  the 
amount  of  three  hundred  thousand  tons,  would  it 
not  be  a  mockery  were  the  merchants  informed, 
while  their  ships  were  rotting  at  the  wharves,  and 
themselves  reduced  to  bankruptcy,  that  "  they  were 
free  to  engage  in  tlu*ir  own  peculiar  pursuits?" 
And  is  it  not  a  perfectly  analogous  ca^^e,  when  the 
manufacturers  are  ruined,  and  their  machinery 
rotting  and  rusting  through  the  extravagant  influx 
of  foreign  articles,  to  be  gravely  told  that  they 
are  "  free  to  engage  in  their  own  peculiar  pur- 
suits ?" 

"  It  is  a  sound  political  maxim,  that  the  more 
free  trade  is,  and  the  more  widely  it  circulates,  the 
more  sure  will  be  its  prosperity.  Every  restriction 
which  is  not  indispensable  for  the  purposes  of  rev- 
enue is  a  shoal  which  w^ill  impede  its  progress,  and 
not  unfrequently  jeopard  its  security." 

The  doctrine  here  advanced,  on  the  broad  and 
unqualified  scale  on  which  it  is  predicated,  is  un- 
sound and  contrary  to  the  practice  of  the  most 
prosperous  States,  and  to  the  principles  of  the 
wisest  statesmen.  Can  the  prosperity  of  trade  be 
promoted  by  the  free  introduction  of  foreign  luxu- 
ries, which  destroy  the  industry  of  our  own  citizens? 
Has  it  been  promoted  by  the  immoderate  quanti- 
ties of  goods  imported  into  this  ceuntry,  whereby 
its  circulating  medium  has  been  exhausted,  and 
an  enormous  debt  contracted  for  articles  which 
our  own  citizens  could  have  supplied? 

To  test  this  plausible  maxim,  which  has  done 
infinite  injury  to  this  country,  we  will,  as  in  the 
former  case,  apply  it  to  the  merchants  them.selves. 
The  use  of  foreign  vessels  is  almost  virtually  pro- 
hibited in  this  country  by  "  restrictions  not  indis- 
pen.sable  for  the  purposes  of  revenue."  Suppose 
these  "  restrictions"  were  removed,  and  that  foreign 
vessels  were  entitled  to  the  same  privileges  as  our 
own.  what  would  be  the  consequence?  They 
would  be  employed  here  in  large  numbers,  to  the 
ruin  of  the  merchants  and  ship-builders.  Would 
they  not,  in  that  case,  as  zealously  contend  against 
the  maxim  as  they  now  uphold  it  ?  And  can  there 
be  any  iust  reason  why  the  manufacturer,  entitled 
to  equal  rights  with  the  merchant,  should  be  ru- 
ined by  foreign  rivals,  and  the  merchant  secured 
against  this  rivalship?  In  the  scales  of  impartial 
justice,  the  rights  of  each  ought  to  have  equal 
weight. 

Although  the  merchants  of  Salem  invoke  Con- 
gress in  such  emphatical  terms  to  support  that 

freedom  of  trade"  which  impoverishes  the  nation, 
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ftBd,  by  exposiDg  their  manufacturing  fellow-citi- 
zens to  the  competition  of  rivals  in  every  quarter 
of  the  world,  has  ruined  so  large  a  portion  of  them, 
there  is  scarcely  a  session  in  which  the  mercan- 
tile interest  does  not  meraorialize  Congress  for 
protection  against  foreign  competition.  On  this 
conduct,  so  partial  to  themselves,  and  so  exces- 
sively unkind  to  us,  we  dare  not  trust  ourselves  to 
comment. 

It  would  extend  this  memorial  to  an  unreason- 
able length  \(  we  particularized  one-half  of  the 
"restrictions"  of  foreign  commerce  in  favor  of  our 
merchants.  We  shall  confine  ourselves  to  a  few 
prominent  cases  to  prove  that  this  maxim,  now  so 
zealously  urged,  has  had  no  weight  when  the  in- 
terests of  that  class  were  at  stake ;  and  that  the 
"restrictions"  on  foreign  commerce  which  they 
succeeded  in  obtaining,  were  not  only  "not  indis- 
pensable for  the  purposes  of  revenue,"  but  in  many 
cases  pernicious  to  it. 

When  the  competition  of  foreign  merchants  in 
the  coasting  trade  was  wisely  destroyed  in  the 
Tery  outset  of  the  Grovernment,  by  a  heavy  pro- 
hibitory tonnage  duty,  and  afterwards  by  positive 
prohibition,  was  this  measure  *'  indispensable  for 
the  purposes  of  revenue  ?"  Was  it  not,  according 
to  the  Salem  memorial,  a  "  shoal  to  impede  the 
progress  of  trade  ?" 

When,  in  the  first  session  of  Congress,  foreign 
merchants  were  excluded  from  the  China  trade 
by  extra  duties  on  teas  imported  in  foreign  vessels, 
averaging  one  hundred  and  seven  per  cent.,  were 
they  "necessary  for  the  purposes  of  revenue?" 
Did  they  not  rather  impair  the  revenue? 

When,  more  recently,  an  extra  tonnage  duty  of 
two  dollars  per  ton  was  imposed  on  foreign  vessels 
arriving  from  ports  which  American  vessels  were 
not  allowed  to  enter,  was  this  "  necessary  for  the 
purposes  of  revenue  ?"  Where  then  was  the  alarm 
about  "  shoals  to  impede  the  progress  of  trade?" 

Was  the  act  prohibiting  the  introduction  of  plas- 
ter of  Paris  in  foreign  vessels  "necessary  for  the 
purposes  of  revenue  ?"  or  was  it  not  rather  "  a 
shoal  to  impede  the  progress  of  trade  ?" 

Was  the  act  passed  in  a  late  session  of  Congress, 
of  which  the  object  was  to  coerce  the  British  na- 
tion to  abandon  the  chief  feature  of  their  naviga- 
tion act,  which  they  prize  so  highly,  "necessary 
for  the  purposes  of  revenue?"  Has  it  not,  on  the 
contrary,  injuriously  affected  revenue  and  agricul- 
ture? ^ 

And,  in  fine,  we  ask,  and  hope  for  a  fair  and 
explicit  answer,  whether  the  strong  "  restrictions" 
now  contemplated  against  both  Great  Britain  and 
France  are  "necessary  for  the  purposes  of  rev- 
enue ?"  Whether  they  are  not,  like  the  former, 
"shoals  to  jeopard"  agriculture  and  "revenue  ?" 

The  acts  above  alluded  to,  and  a  great  variety 
of  others  which  abound  in  our  statute  book,  do  not 
require  much  comment.  They  speak  a  language 
not  to  be  misunderstood.  It  appears,  and  cannot 
fail  to  astonish  your  honorable  Houses,  that  while 
the  merchants  have,  from  the  commencement  of 
the  Government,  applied  for  and  been  favored  with 
"restrictions"  not  only  "not  necessary  for  the  pur- 
poses of  revenue,"  but  in  many  cases  pernicious  to 


it,  a  portkm  of  them  now  use  all  their  energies  to 
defeat  the  reasonable  objects  of  your  memorialists, 
and  consign  them  to  destruction,  on  the  ground 
that  the  restrictions  contemplated  are  "not  neces- 
sary for  the  purposes  of  revenue." 

"  One  sacrifice  is  to  be  demanded  after  another ; 
one  prohibition  heaped  upon  another  until  all  the 
sources  of  foreign  commerce  are  dried  up;  and 
domestic  manufactures,  sustained  by  enormous 
bounties,  absorb  the  whole  moneyed  capital  of  the 
nation." 

It  ill  becomes  the  advocates  of  a  commerce 
"  sustained  by  enormous  bounties,"  in  the  shape  of 
tributes  to  Barbary  Powers;  foreign  intercourse; 
a  most  oppressive  naval  expenditure,  amounting 
for  the  current  year  to  l$3,500,000 ;  a  commerce 
which  has  entailed  on  the  nation  a  war  debt  of 
nearly  $80,000,000,  to  hold  this  langxiage  respect- 
ing  manufactures,  on  which  the  Government  has 
never  expended  a  single  cent  in  thirty  years. 
And  what,  we  ask,  has  called  forth  this  emphat- 
ical  denunciation  of  manufactures?  Merely  a 
request,  on  the  part  of  the  manufacturers,  of  a 
duty  of  forty  or  fifty  per  cent,  on  cottons,  wool- 
lens, iron,  and  some  other  articles,  in  order  to 
enable  our  citizens  to  compete  with  the  half-starved 
and  half-clothed  workmen  of  foreign  nations.  This 
is  the  tremendous  danger  which  is  "to  dry  up  all 
the  sources  of  foreign  commerce,"  and  "  absoro  ail 
the  moneyed  capital  of  the  nation  !" 

We  cannot  forbear  to  state  that  it  is  no  proof  of 
the  intrinsic  goodness  of  a  cause,  when  its  advocates 
are  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  drawing  higii-colored 
and  extravagant  portraits  of  dangers  which  hare 
no  existence  but  in  their  own  heated  imaginations. 

"  It  is  not  a  little  remarkable  that  these  attempts 
are  not  only  repugnant  to  those  maxims  of  free 
trade  which  the  United  States  have  hitherto  so 
forcibly  and  perseveringly  contended  for  as  the 
sure  foundation  of  national  prosperity,  but  they  are 
pressed  upon  us  at  a  moment  when  the  statesmen 
of  the  Old  World,  in  admiration  of  the  success  of 
our  policy,  are  relaxing  the  rigor  of  their  own  sys- 
tems, and  yielding  themselves  to  the  rational  doc- 
trine, that  national  wealth  is  best  promoted  by  a 
free  interchange  of  commodities,  upon  principles  of 
perfect  reciprocity." 

It  is  painful  to  us  to  state  that  this  entire  para- 
graph rests  upon  untenable  ground.  We  look  in 
vain  for  the  evidences  of  "  the  national  prosperity" 
on  which  the  merchants  predicate  their  reasonings. 
Where  are  those  evidences  to  be  found?  Is  it  in 
the  decay  and  destruction  of  so  large  a  portion  of 
the  national  industry  ?  ff  this  be  a  sign  of  "  na- 
tional prosperity,"  then  is  this  nation  prosperous  to 
a  degree  unexampled  in  its  annals,  except  in  the  in- 
terval between  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war 
and  the  establishment  of  the  preseat  form  of  gor- 
erment.  Is  it  in  the  decline  of  commerce  and  nav- 
igation ?  Is  it  in  the  bankruptcy  of  so  large  a 
portion  of  the  merchants,  traders,  and  manufac- 
turers of  the  country  ?  U  it  in  the  violent  measnre 
which  the  Legislatures  of  four  or  five  of  the  States 
have  adopted,  of  arresting  the  course  of  justice, 
and  suspending  the  collection  of  debts?  Is  it  m 
the  augmentation  of  poor  rates,  the  increase  of 
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mendicants  and  soap  bouses  ?  Is  it  in  the  failure 
of  revenue  to  the  enormous  amount  of  ^5,000,000 
for  the  present  year  ?  Is  it  in  the  exclusion  of  one 
of  our  chief  staples  from  the  British  markers,  and 
the  very  great  depreciation  of  the  price  of  the  rest  ? 
Is  it,  in  a  word,  in  that  state  of  anairs,  justly  cha- 
racterized in  a  recent  report,  by  the  ^crelary  of 
the  Treasury,  in  these  strong  terms : 

"But  few  examples  have  occurred  of  distress  so 
general,  and  so  severe,  as  that  which  has  been  ex- 
hibited in  the  United  States  ?" 

These,  alas!  are  no  symptoms  of  "national 
prosperity,"  and  of  "  the  success  of  our  policy," 
which,  we  are  told,  and  with  a  grave  and  sooer 
air,  as  if  the  assertion  were  irrefragable,  excites  "  the 
admiration  of  the  statesmen  of  the  Old  World  !" 

We  look  around  in  vain,  we  repeat,  for  this 
"national  prosperity,"  which  sounds  so  caplivat- 
iogly.  And  we  look  equally  in  vain  for  "  the  ad- 
miration of  the  statesmen  of  the  Old  World,"  of 
"  the  success  of  our  policy,"  which  is  brought  for- 
ward to  tickle  our  national  vanity.  It  would  be 
▼ain  to  seek  for  the  "  success  of  a  policy,"  which, 
after  twenty  years  of  a  most  extensive  commerce, 
in  which  we  received  exorbitant  prices  for  all 
our  staples,  has,  in  five  years  of  profound  peace, 
with  abundant  harvests,  and  wholly  free  from  any 
natural  calamity,  reduced  an  intelligent,  indus- 
trious, active  population^  possessed  of  almost  every 
possible  advantage  of  soil  and  climate,  with  water 
power  unequalled  in  the  world,  from  a  towering 
stale  of  prosperity  to  its  present  lamentable  situa- 
tion— a  situation  which,  notwithstanding  "  the 
admiration  of  the  statesmen  of  the  Old  World," 
emphatically  warns  us  to  change  a  policy,  which 
built  our  prosperity  not  on  the  solid  basis  of  na- 
tional industry,  but  on  the  wretched  foundation  of 
foreign  wars  and  famines,  and  has  rendered  us  de- 
pendent on  foreign  nations  even  for  the  chief  part 
of  the  clothes  we  wear,  although  possessed  of  the 
most  valuable  raw  material  in  the  world,  to  an 
extent  commensurate  with  the  demand  of  nearly 
half  the  globe. 

But  if  we  look  in  vain  for  this  "  national  pros- 
perity," for  "  the  success  of  our  policy,"  and  for 
"the  admiration  of  the  statesmen  of  the  Old 
World,"  we  look  equally  in  vain  for  "the  relax- 
ation of  the  rigor  of  their  system.  When  this  me- 
morial was  draughted,  eariy  in  January  last,  and 
likewise  when  it  was  presented  to  Congress,  on  the 
Slstof  that  month,  there  was  not  before  the  Amer- 
ican nation  a  trace  of  such  relaxation  in  any  part 
of  Europe  whatever.  The  assumption,  therelore, 
on  which  so  much  of  the  argument  of  the  memo- 
rial is  predicated  was  unwarranted  by  the  fact. 

The  countries  with  which  the  chief  part  of  our 
intercourse  is  carried  on  arc  Great  Britain  and 
France.  In  the  three  last  years  of  our  domestic 
exports,  amounting  to  §192,000,000,  there  were 
$141,000,000  exported  to  these  two  countries  ; 
whereas,  to  Russia,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Norway, 
Prussia,  the  Hanse  Towns,  and  all  the  ports  of 
Germany,  we  only  exported  $11,000,000.  Of 
course,  we  are  little  interested  in  the  commercial 
arrangements  of  those  nations. 

The  signers  of  the  Salem  memorial  are  called 


upon  to  produce  any  symptom  in  Great  Britain  or 
France  of  this  very  extraordinary  "  admiration,'^ 
or  its  effects.  Our  policy  is  truly  a  subject  of 
"admiration"  for  the  desolation  it  has  produced,  as 
hurricanes  and  tornadoes  are  ;  but  not  of  imitation 
to  any  wise  nation.  No  symptoms  of  such  imita- 
tion can  be  found.  On  the  contrary,  the  cords  are 
every  day  drawn  tighter.  So  far  as  respects  France, 
the  Edinburgh  Review  for  July,  1819,  informs  us 
that— 

"The  anti-commercial  system  of  the  ex-Empe- 
ror, instead  of  being  modined  or  repealed,  ha.s,  in 
fact,  been  adopted  in  all  its  extent,  by  his  legitimate 
successors,  and  in  their  hands  has  become  doubly 
efficient." 

No  alteration  has  taken  place  since  that  period. 
We  are  therefore  warranted  to  state  that  the  "ad- 
miration" and  imitation  of  "the  success  of  oor 
policy,"  which  form  so  capital  an  item  in  the  Sa- 
lem memorial,  cannot  be  substantiated  in  France. 
And  the  rigorous  acts  recently  passed  and  ik)W 
contemplated  by  this  Government,  to  counteract 
the  British  restrictive  commercial  policy,  prove 
that  that  nation,  in  like  manner,  does  not  fall 
within  the  description  of  the  Salem  memorial,  as 
excited  to  "admiration"  or  imitation  of  "our  pol- 
icy" by  its  wonderful  "  success." 

When  the  Salem  merchants  laid  down  the 
maxim  that  "  national  wealth  is  best  promoted  by 
a  free  interchange  of  commodities,  upon  principles 
of  perfect  reciprocity,"  did  they  mean  to  convey 
the  idea  that  the  United  States  enjoy  such  a  "free 
interchange?"  It  cannot  be.  There  is  no  nation 
in  the  world  which  carries  on  commerce  more 
compl?tely  destitute  of"  perfect  reciprocity." 

Our  ports  are  open  to  the  manufactures  of  all 
the  world.  Whereas,  most  of  the  ports  of  Europe, 
and  all  those  of  the  colonies  of  that  quarter  of  the 
globe,  are  shut  against  ours.  This  is  a  practical 
commentary  on  the  "perfect  reciprocity"  which 
the  Salem  memorial  insinuates  we  enjoy. 

Again :  we  exchange  necessaries  o(  life,  and 
raw  materials  in  the  most  rude  state,  for  manufac- 
tures elaborated  with  the  last  finish  of  himian  in- 
dustry and  skill :  thus,  in  every  case,  we  exchange 
the  labor  of  two  or  three,  and,  in  many,  that  of 
ten,  twenty,  and  thirty  persons  for  one.  Our  cot- 
ton is  returned  to  us  in  a  manufactured  state  at  an 
average  of  fivefold  its  original  cost. 

It  is  this  species  of  one-sided  "  perfect  recipro- 
city" which  has  produced  "  a  distress  so  general 
and  severe"  that  "few  examples"  of  equal  intensity 
"  have  occurred,"  and  which  has  rendered  the  sit- 
uation of  the  United  States  an  object  of  regret  and 
sympathy  for  its  friends,  and  of  exultation  for  its 
enemies.  It  is  full  time  for  the  guardians  of  the 
nation's  rights  to  secure  to  it  something  like  "  re- 
ciprocity," in  its  intercourse  with  the  rest  of  the 
world. 

We  cannot  close  this  memorial  without  express- 
ing our  astonishment  and  regret  that  an  idea  could 
ever  have  prevailed  of  the  existence  of  hostility  be- 
tween the  interests  of  agriculture  and  manufac- 
tures ;  whereas,  the  great  mass  of  the  productions 
of  the  former  derive  their  chief  value  from  the 
market  afforded  by  the  latter.    The  hides,  the 
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skins,  the  furs,  the  wool,  a  large  portion  of  the  cot- 
ton, the  timber,  the  coals,  the  lead,  the  iron,  the 
pitch,  the  tar,  the  turpentine,  the  tallow,  the  indigo, 
the  flax  of  the  farmer,  find  a  ready  sale  among  the 
manufacturers,  who  likewise  consume  of  provisions 
one  thousand  per  cent,  more  than  the  amount  ex- 
ported to  all  the  world  in  the  most  flourishing  pe- 
riod of  our  history. 

Your  memorialists  are  gratified  to  find  that  the 
opposition  to  their  just  requests  has  been  confined 
to  a  small  portion  of  the  two  great  classes  of  their 
fellow-citizens. 

In  submitting  these  premises  to  the  most  serious 
attention  of  your  honorable  Houses,  your  memo- 
rialists hope  that  you  will  make  such  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  the  tariff  as  will  secure  to  all  persons 
interested  in  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  com- 
merce, a  full  and  equal  share  of  protection. 

THOS.  LEIPER,  Vice  PreHdent, 
James  Mease,  Secretary  pro  tern.  * 

Philadelphia,  April  3,  1820.    . 


PROTECTION  TO  MANUFACTURES. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  April  24,  1820.] 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  Repreaetita- 
tivea  in  Congress  assembled  : 

The  memorial  of  the  American  Society  of  the 
city  of  New  York  for  the  encouragment  of  domes- 
tic manufactures  respectiuUy  represents : 

That  your  memorialists  deem  it  a  duty  incum- 
bent on  them  again  to  address  your  honorable 
body  on  the  subjects  embraced  in  their  memorial 
of  the  16th  December  last. 

The  excessive  and  continued  importation  of 
foreign  manufactures,  which  is  encouraged  and 
supported  by  the  existing  tarifl",  the  credit  given 
for  the  duties,  and  free  sales  at  auction,  have  de- 
stoyed  order  and  safety  in  business,  discouraged 
enterprise,  suspended  labor,  and  excited  the  most 
lively  apprehensions  for  the  future  peace  and  wel- 
fare of  the  country. 

The  facts  that  have  transpired  in  this  market 
recently  are  too  important  in  their  bearing  on  this 
subject  to  pass  unnoticed.  By  statements,  care- 
fully made  out,  it  appears  that,  in  this  city  alone, 
about  twelve  thousand  packages  of  foreign  manu- 
factures have  been  sold  at  auction,  from  the  1st 
January  last  to  15th  April  instant,  the  duties  on 
which  are  estimated  at  $1,000,000;  which  sum, 
by  this  short  process,  has  now  become  active  cap- 
ital, loaned  by  this  Government  to  foreign  manu- 
facturers and  their  agents  in  this  country,  in  aid 
of  such  operations,  to  crush  the  enterprise  and  in- 
du^ty  of  this  nation. 

The  contrast  between  the  policy  of  this  Govern- 
ment, and  that  of  all  the  great  States  of  Europe, 
on  this  subject,  is  appalling  to  every  citizen  who 
reflects  upon  it.  We  admit  a  free  importation  of 
all  the  manufactures  and  products  of  Europe  and 
India,  subject  only  to  a  light  duty,  payable  at  a 
distant  period.  We  admit  foreign  adventurers, 
immediately  on  landing,  to  compete  with  our  cit- 
izens, in  every  profession,  at  their  very  doors,  free  j 


from  all  taxes,  and  exonerated  from  all  the  legal 
duties  imposed  on  citizens,  while  they  exclude 
even  our  breadstufis,  except  when  threatened  by 
famine ;  and  it  is  equally  notorious  that  they  are 
making  every  effort  to  exclude  also  our  cotton,  to- 
bacco, and  other  great  staples,  by  encouraging 
the  production  of  them  in  their  colonies.  They 
impose  high  import  duties,  and  still  higher  excise, 
on  all  foreign  products,  which  are  payable  in  cash, 
on  delivery  of  the  goods  from  the  ship  or  public 
stores,  and  invariably  secure  peculiar  privileges  to 
their  subjects  over  foreigners. 

Your  memorialists  cannot  believe  that  your 
honorable  body  have  been  duly  informed  of  the 
deleterious  effects  arising  from  the  existing  system, 
which  is  availed  of  by  foreigners,  to  the  utter  ruin 
of  all  regular  business  and  honest  industry.  The 
numerous  memorials  presented  this  session  for  re- 
lief, the  distresses  throughout  the  country  gen- 
erally, the  almost  total  stagnation  of  business  in  all 
our  great  cities,  speak  a  language  which  cannot 
be  misunderstood  any  longer.  The  utmost  anx- 
iety exists,  and  is  suspended  on  the  deliberations 
of  your  honorable  body.  The  nation  expects  at 
your  hands  some  efficient  measures  for  relief  from 
present  embarrassments,  and  security  for  future 
enterprise. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  humbly  hope  that 
Congress  will  not  adjourn  without  acting  effi- 
ciently on  the  important  bills  now  pending  before 
your  honorable  body. 

W.  FEW,  Vice  President. 

Peter  H.  Schenck,  }  r,      ,     . 
i^^w  I?   ij„„„  ^  \  Secretarus. 

John  E.  Hyde.  \ 


REMONSTRANCE  AGAINST  AN  INCREASE 
OF  DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  April  28,  IS20.] 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
$entalives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Con- 
gress assembled  .- 

The  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  respectfully  shuweth : 

That  we  have  seen,  with  great  concern,  the  pro- 
ject of  a  bill  reported  to  the  House  of  Rcprerienta- 
tives  by  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures, calling  for  a  considerable  increase  of  duties 
on  goods  imported  into  the  United  States.  We 
had  hoped  that,  during  the  uncommon  depression 
of  our  commerce  and  agriculture,  no  measures 
would  have  been  taken  by  our  Government  to  add 
to  the  accumulated  distress  of  either.  If  the  mere 
item  of  revenue  were  the  only  object  proposed  by 
the  bill,  we  should  tbink  it  inexpedient,  and  as  by 
no  means  calculated  to  effect  the  end  proposed ; 
but,  considering  it  as  calculated  seriously  to  injure 
or  perhaps  destroy  our  foreign  commerce,  and  to 
erect  on  Us  ruins  a  manufacturing  system,  incom- 

f)atible  with  our  habits  and  the  state  of  uur  popu- 
ation,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  those  who  are  to  be 
the  victims,  respectfully  to  remonstrate  against 
such  manifest  injustice. 
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Whatever  may  be  the  merits  of  the  system  of 
finance  which  has  existed  since  the  adoption  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  it  is  at  least  entitled  to  suffi- 
cient respect  to  preserve  it  from  abrogation  before 
a  proper  substitute  be  ofl*ered.  That  which  is  now 
proposed,  so  far  from  increasing  the  revenue,  will 
m  our  opinion  have  a  contrary  effect,  and  will  at 
the  same  time  tend  to  destroy  our  foreign  com- 
merce, and  introduce  an  unfavorable  change  in  our 
habits  and  morals.  But  we  beg  leave  to  call  your 
legislative  attention  especially  to  that  class  of  soci- 
ety of  which  we  are  members,  and  to  reflect  upon 
the  consequences  that  will  result,  not  only  to  us, 
but  also  to  the  numerous  descriptions  of  tradesmen 
and  artisans  who  depend  on  us  for  their  employ- 
ment and  support,  from  any  sudden  and  radical 
change  in  our  present  condition.  Our  capitals,  to 
an  immense  amount,  are  vested  in  shipping,  ware- 
houses, wharves,  and  other  appendages,  belonging 
to  mercantile  establishments.  We  have  been  pre- 
pared by  education  and  habit  for  the  different 
branches  of  our  calling,  and  are  unfit  for  any  other. 
Are  we  then  to  be  required  to  submit  to  the  de- 
struction of  our  property,  and  to  renounce  the  great 
branch  of  maritime  commerce  which  is  coeval 
with  the  settlement  of  our  country  ?  It  is  in  the 
power  of  Congress  to  change  our  laws,  but  it  is 
beyond  its  power  to  change  tne  force  of  nature  and 
habit.  We  have  an  extensive  line  of  seacoast, 
indented  with  fine  harbors;  we  have  a  bold  and 
enterprising  population  on  that  seacoast,  to  whom 
the  ocean  nas  hitherto  furnished  subsistence  and 
comfort :  they  will,  therefore,  there  is  too  much 
reason  to  believe,  not  be  withdrawn  from  it  by  any 
tariff"  that  Congress  may  think  proper  to  establish. 
The  honorable,  conscientious  trader,  may  be  com- 
pelled to  abandon  his  calling,  by  reason  of  the 
regulations  which  Congress  may  impose  on  it,  but 
the  smuggler  will  take  his  place,  and  furnish,  on 
easy  terms,  every  article  of  foreign  luxury  on  which 
our  legislators  may  impose  prohibitory  duties.  The 
warehouses  and  shipping  may  be  destroyed,  and 
their  owners  ruined,  but  they  will  be  replaced  by 
British  ships  and  British  warehouses  at  Montreal, 
St.  Andrew's,  and  on  the  English  side  of  the 
Lakes. 

We  hope  tbpt  the  class  of  citizens  who  are  so 
zealously  employed  in  this  great  work  of  change 
will  be  called  on  to  show  from  what  source  the 
Government  will  derive  its  revenue  during  the 
period  that  must  intervene  between  the  overthrow 
of  the  present  system  and  the  establishment  of 
another  ;  nay,  we  will  even  add,  after  it  shall  be 
established.  The  duties  on  imports  are  already 
so  high  that  the  consumption  decreases  daily  ;  and 
yet  it  is  proposed  to  increase  the  revenue  by  increa- 
sing the  imposts  :  our  own  experience  suggests  a 
▼ery  different  remedy.  Another  policy,  and  we 
think  a  better,  would  have  lowered  the  duties,  and 
sought  for  greater  revenue  in  increased  consump- 
tion. Whilst  these  destructive  restrictions  are  to 
be  resorted  to,  we  hear  nothing  of  internal  taxes, 
when  a  moderate  and  wholesome  tax  on  domestic 
spirits  would  nearly  supply,  of  itself,  the  deficiency 
in  the  revenue.  Whatever  may  be  the  object  of 
the  tariff*  proposed,  we  respectfully  believe  the  end 


will  be  such  as  we  have  here  stated.     The  revenue 
will  be  diminished,  and  foreign  commerce  carried 
on  by  fraudulent  dealers.     We  would  ask  the  ad- 
vocates of  this  innovation  for  information  as  to 
what  is  to  be  done  with  our  surplus  agricultural 
productions  during  the  time  of  this  violent  restric- 
tion on  foreign  commerce.     We  know  well  how 
it  is  to  be  disposed  of  when  our  country  shall  be 
covered  with  workshops  and  manufactories.    We 
are  then  to  consume  it  ourselves.     But,  as  the  in- 
terval will  certainly  be  of  many  years  duration,  it 
is  necessary  to  make  some  previous  arrangement 
for  the  disposal  of  this  important  item.     If  we  tax 
to  prohibition  the  produce  of  other  countries,  those 
countries  will  do  the  same  by  ours.     We  have  a 
notable  instance  in  the  duties  imposed  by  us  on 
the  wines  of  Portugal  and  Spain.     Of  these  we 
destroyed  the  consumption  by  excessive  duties ; 
Spain  and  Portugal  have  destroyed  the  consump- 
tion of  our  corn  and  flour  by  the  same  means. 
This  fine  branch  of  trade  was  thus  destroyed  ;  and 
how  does  the  account  stand  with  the  parties  now? 
Why,  we  drink  whiskey  that  pays  no  duties,  and 
Spain  and  Portugal  get  grain  from  other  countries. 
We  imposed  high  duties  on  British  goods,  and  a 
restrictive  duty  on  her  tonnage  ;  she  defeated  our 
tonnage  duty  by  an  equivalent  duty  on  our  tonnage, 
and  superadded  a  bounty  to  her  own.     We  were 
glad  to  compound,  by  agreeing  to  remove  all  dis- 
criminative duties  and  bounties  on  the  shipping  of 
both  nations.     Had  we  also  agreed  to  diminish 
our  duties  on  such  of  her  manufactures  as  cannot, 
for  a  long  time,  interfere  with  our  own,  we  should 
probably  not  have  witnessed  the  very  extraordinary 
efforts  which  she  has  lately  made  to  procure  cot- 
ton, the  great  staple  of  our  Southern  States,  from 
the  East  Indies,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  value 
of  ours.     She  would  gladly  take  our  raw  mate- 
rials, and  pay  us  in  such  manufactures  as  we  shall 
be  unable  to  rival,  with  the  aid  even  of  prohibitorf 
duties,  for  a  long  series  of  years.     But,  if  we  take 
measures  to  lessen  the  sale  of  her  goods,  she  will 
not  be  backward  in  retaliating,  by  lessening,  as 
much  as  she  can,  the  consumption  of  our  raw  ma- 
terials.    Unfortunately,  we  nave  no  productions 
of  a  character  so  peculiar  as  to  defy  competition, 
like  the  teas  of  China,  and  the  wines  and  brandies 
of  France.     All  of  our  productions  are  to  be  found 
in   other  countries;    and   we   must   not   be   sur- 
prised to  see  her,  at  no  distant  day,  forego  the  use 
of  our  cotton,  as  Portugal  now  does  that  of  our 
flour.     If  England  is  the  original  from  which  we 
propose  to  copy  our  restrictive  system,  we  should 
consider  whether  her  situation  was  analogous  to 
ours  when  she  adopted  hers.     We  shall  find  that 
every  acre  of  her  good  land  was  in  cultivation,  and 
that  her  population  and  capital  were  redundant. 
In  none  of  these  items  is  there  a  conformity  with 
our  present  situation :  our  population  is  very  sparse, 
compared  with  our  immense  extent  of  territory; 
and  both  our  population  and  capital  are  feeble, 
compared  with  the  exertions  that  will  be  called  for 
in  this  arrangement.     But  those  are  not  the  only 
difficulties  we  shall  have  to  contend  with.     We 
have  just  stated  to  you  the  effect  of  the  rivalry  and 
counteraction  of  other  nations,  as  it  respects  the 
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exports  of  our  surplus  productions.  We  beg  leave 
to  call  your  attention  to  the  actual  situation  of 
England,  as  it  respects  her  exports.  Every  nation 
in  Europe  is  at  war  with  her  restrictive  system, 
and  have,  by  their  counteraction,  reduced  her  man- 
ufacturing establishmenL<«,and  the  persons  connect- 
ed with  them,  to  a  condition  of  unparalleled  dis- 
tress. Even  this,  our  proposed  measure,  is  princi- 
pally levelled  at  her.  The  fact  is,  that  as  long  as 
we  nave  surplus  productions  we  must  export,  and, 
as  long  as  we  export,  we  must  import.  But,  if  we 
determine  not  to  import,  and  enect  this  purpose 
either  by  prohibition  or  by  excessive  duties,  we 
must.be  prepared  to  meet  a  corresponding  feeling 
on  the  part  of  other  nations,  and  to  sutfer  the  in- 
conveniences that  have  uniformly  attended  restrict- 
ed commerce,  both  as  it  respects  our  revenue  and 
agricultural  interests. 

It  is  not  only  on  general  principles  that  we 
object  to  the  proposed  plan  of  restriction  and  high 
duties,  but  we  are  also  urged  by  the  peculiarity  of 
QUf  own  situation  to  remonstrate  against  their  un- 
equal and  unjust  operation.  During  the  last  two 
or  three  years,  the  aggregate  of  the  commerce  of 
the  United  Slates  has  been  productive  of  great  loss 
to  those  who  have  been  concerned  in  foreign  trade ; 
so  that  the  merchant,  who  should  only  be  the  or- 
nn  through  which  the  revenue  is  conveyed  to  the 
Treasury,  has  in  fact  been  burdened  with  a  very 
Urge  proportion  of  the  duty  which  was  intended 
to  fall  on  the  consugaer.  The  diminution  of  cap- 
ital has  been  such  as  to  produce  many  and  very 
heavy  failures  throughout  the  maritime  ports  of 
the  Union.  As  long  therefore  as  this  stale  of  things 
continued,  we,  as  before  observed,  had  hoped  that 
no  additional  duties  would  have  been  imposed, 
inasmuch  as  those  now  levied  have  such  an  une- 
qual, and  we  may  add,  unjust  bearing.  We  hdve 
waited,  without  murmuring,  in  hopes  that  a  change 
of  circumstances  might  enable  us  to  receive  a 
decent  return  for  the  ^ployment  of  our  capital 
aiui  labor,  but  we  bad  not  imagined  that  an  aggra- 
vation of  our  sufferings  would  come  from  a  quar- 
ter where  we  look  only  for  rel  ief.  If  we  are  asked 
why,  under  such  great  disadvantages,  we  have 
continued  to  import  foreign  productions,  we  an- 
swer that,  during  the  whole  yieriod,  there  has  been 
a  l>radual  diminution  of  mercantile  establishments 
tjuroughout  the  Union  ;  that  those  whose  capital 
W  ivineipAlly  been  invested  in  shipping  have 
o.heri.Hhed  a  hope  that  the  reaction  consequent  on 
tkie  convulsed  stale  of  tbe  commercial  world  during 
tbe  iast  twenty -five  years  would  soon  cease  to 
opacate ;  and  moreover  that  it  cannot  be  expected 
thai,  as  long  as  there  are  even  hopes  of  improve- 
ment, a  very  numerous  description  of  persons 
should  abandon  a  calling  to  which  they  have  been 
ooiforaaly  devoted,  and  of  which  only  they  have 
any  knowledge.  Bui  there  are  not  wanting  other 
considerations  of  a  very  serious  nature  which  must 
have  escaped  the  notice  of  those  who  propose  an 
increase  of  duties  at  this  time,  even  presuming  that 
such  increase  would  improve  the  revenue.  Sure- 
ly it  will  be  allowed  that  the  measure  of  taxation 
should  be  proportioned  to  the  means  of  payment. 
la  our  country  we  have  no  other  criterioa  for 


fixing  the  extent  of  these  means  than  the  value  of 
our  agricultural  productions;  and  if  we  are  to  be 
influenced  by  a  test  of  so  natural  a  character,  we 
are  bold  to  affirm  that  since  the  adoption  of  the 
present  Constitution  we  have,  with  the  exceptions 
of  the  periods  of  war  and  embargo,  at  no  time 
been  in  a  condition  so  illy  prepared  to  face  an  in- 
crease of  taxes.  We  believe  that,  throughout  our 
whole  country,  the  products  of  our  agriculture  are 
in  a  state  of  extreme  depression.  There  may  be 
some  few  exceptions,  one  of  which  we  shall  have 
occasion  to  speak  of  hereafter ;  but,  as  a  general 
observation,  we  think  ourselves  correct  ;  at  all 
events,  we  can  speak  with  confidence  as  to  the  ar- 
ticle of  flour,  the  great  staple  of  the  Middle  States. 
In  a  note  which  we  transmit  herewith,  you  will 
find  that  the  average  prices  of  flour,  from  the  year 
1789  up  to  the  present  period,  have  uniformly 
exceedcNd  that  which  prevails  at  this  time.  Now, 
as  the  price  of  provisions  regulates  the  price  of 
every  species  of  labor,  we  find  that  the  latter  has 
also  declined  proportion  ably  in  its  value;  and  that 
the  means  of  enjoyment,  or  even  support,  are  very 
much  contracted  in  every  department  of  life. 
How  then  are  we  to  support  the  present  rate  of 
taxes,  so  far  above  the  rales  of  those  which  pre- 
vailed in  the  early  days  of  our  Constitution,  when 
our  means  are  reduced  even  below  the  standard  of 
that  age  ?  We  can  only  support  them  by  rigid  econ- 
omy, which  now  pervades  every  brancn  of  society. 
And  let  us  here  ob5eTve,  that  the  very  causes  which 
operate  so  unfavorably  to  the  agricultural  and 
commercial  interests  have  a  tendency  directly  op- 
posite, as  it  respects  those  who  are  concerned  m 
manufacturing  establishments.  Every  cent  which 
is  deducted  from  the  price  of  labor  is  an  additional 
bounty  to  them.  A  cotton  factory  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Boston,  established  ou  sound  princi- 
ples, as  it  respects  capital  and  conduct,  has  given 
an  annual  dividend  of  twelve  per  cent,  for  some 
years.  We  do  not  believe  thai,  during  the  same 
period,  there  has  been  in  the  Middle  Slates  an  equal 
investment  in  commerce  or  agriculture  that  has 
given  equal  emolument ;  and  yet  it  is  contemplated 
to  sacrifice  these  unerring  sources  of  wealth  and 
power  merely  to  promote  the  views  of  a  small  class 
of  citizens ;  and  that,  too,  without  any  reasonable 
expectation  of  seeing  their  theories  reduced  to 
beneficial  practice. 

We  here  beg  leave  to  close,  for  the  present,  oiu* 
general  observations  as  to  the  expediency  of  increa- 
sing the  present  rate  of  duties,  and  shall  proceed 
to  make  some  few  of  a  more  specific  character  as 
it  respects  some  of  the  leading  articles  in  the  pro- 
posed tarifl*;  and  we  do  this  the  more  cheerfully, 
as  we  feel  satisfied  that  it  will  appear,  from  the 
facts  we  shall  present  to  your  view,  that  the  exist- 
ing rate  of  duties,  so  far  from  being  enhanced, 
should  be,  m  many  instances,  reduced,  if  it  be  in- 
tended to  apply  them  to  the  beneficial  purposes  of 
revenue. 

Liquors  and  Orocerus.  .» 

IVines. — We  observe  that  the  duty  on  this  im- 
portant article  is  left  in  blank  to  be  filled  up.  In 
th«  course  of  thcae  r^oarks,  aod  also  in  a  memo- 
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rial  which  we  lately  presented  to  the  Congress,  we 
have  shown  the  destructive  effects  produced  by 
high  duties  on  wines;  and  it  affords  an  instructive 
lesson  to  us  for  our  future  conduct  in  regard  to 
laying  high  duties  on  articles  which  are  considered 
as  luxuries.  We  promoted  the  agricultural  as 
well  as  commercial  interests  of  the  Union  by  ex- 
changing our  provisions  and  lumber  for  the  wines 
of  Spain  and  Portugal,  which,  for  many  years, 
were  a  source  of  considerable  revenue.  On  these 
we  impoeed  such  high  duties  that  we  have,  in  a 
great  measure,  destroyed  the  consumptioQ  of  them, 
and  we  have  lost  the  sale  of  the  provisions  which 
we  gave  in  exchange  for  them.  As  it  has  not 
pleased  the  Lord  to  grant  us  any  vineyards,  and  as 
we  once  found  this  a  profitable  article  of  revenue, 
when  properly  managed,  we  trust  it  will  not  ofiend 
the  most  fastidious  economist  if  we  respectfully 
suggest  to  you  the  propriety  of  treading  back  on 
our  steps,  and  reducing,  by  almost  one-half,  the 
duties  actually  paid.  Perhaps  it  may  produce  a 
policy  on  the  part  of  Spain  and  Portugal  to  retrace 
their  steps,  and  to  remove  the  restriction  which 
they  have  imposed  on  our  productions.  We  may 
then  again  have  a  chance  of*  calling  on  the  farmers 
for  some  part  of  the  surp  us  grain  which,  from 
present  appearances,  they  are  likely  to  have  on 
Land. 

Brandy. — We  find  this  article,  in  the  existing 
as  well  as  in  the  proposed  tariff,  classed  with  spirits 
of  other  denominations.  We  think  that  brandies 
(to  use  a  plural  term)  should  be  classed,  and  that 
French  brandy  should  pay  at  least  fifty  per  cent, 
more  duty  than  any  other  species,  not  only  because 
the  French  Grovernment  are  endeavoring  to  wrest 
a  part  of  our  carrying  trade  from  us,  but  because 
the  brandies  of  France  are  of  a  peculiar  character 
as  to  goodness,  and  cannot  be  supplied  (of  equal 
quality  and  request)  by  any  other  nation  ;  and  are, 
in  fact,  of  far  greater  value  at  the  place  of  their 
growth  than  any  other.  If  any  difficulty  should 
occur  in  separating  them  from  other  brandies  in 
the  tariff,  they  might,  we  conceive,  be  properly 
admitted  into  the  list  of  ad  valorem  articles  with 
the  others ;  and  we  should  then  tax  them  by  value, 
arhioh,  in  this  case,  we  should  consider  the  true 
criterion  for  the  measure  of  duty.  The  tariff,  as  it 
Aow  stands,  virtually  prohibits  the  importation  of 
Spanish  brandy  ;  but  as  we  do  not  approve  of  high 
duties,  except  in  most  special  cases,  we  propose  to 
produoe  the  effect  of  reducing  the  duty  now  paid 
on  Spanish  brandy,  so  as  to  leave  that  of  France 
.•t  ihc  iJooposed  advance. 

■fivML — We  would  recommend  precisely  the  same 
course  as  to  this  article,  which  is  now  taxed  too 
klif  h,  ia  our  opinion.  It  has  been  a  source  of  great 
emolument  to  our  revenue,  but,  under  the  present 
fate  of  duty,  the  oonsumptton,  as  far  as  we  can 
iodge,  is  very  rapidly  declining.  It  recommends 
-ttBelf,  moreover,  to  our  favor,  by  its  being  one  of 
the  principal  articles  of  payment  given  in  the  West 
Indies  for  our  agricultural  productions.  If  we  drive 
it  from  our  market,  we  must  expect  these  produc- 
tions will  be  treated  there  in  the  same  maoBer  as 
they  have  been  treated  in  Spain  and  Portugal. 
fiKen  under  the  existing  tari^^  we  contempmte 


that  this  will  be  its  fate  ere  long;  but,  under  the 
proposed  addition  of  duty,  it  will  not  be  imported 
in  a  way  that  will  yield  any  efficient  benefit  to  the 
revenue.  Indeed,  we  are  not  without  something 
more  than  apprehension,  that  a  considerable  quan- 
tity is  now  introduced  in  a  clandestine  manner ; 
nor  need  you  be  surprised  that  it  is  so,  when  every 
puncheoK  thus  introduced  affords  a  profit  of  from 
forty  to  fifty  dollars. 

Coffee, — Almost  every  observation  we  have  made 
in  respect  to  rum  may  be  applied  to  this  article. 
We  are  of  opinion  that  the  present  duty  of  five 
cents  per  pound  is  too  high,  and  we  are  persuade 
that  a  reduction  of  one  per  cent,  per  pound  would 
have  a  favorable  effect  on  the  revenue.  We  con- 
sider it  a  fair  object  of  revenue,  as  far  as  that  rev- 
enue can  be  collected,  and  as  far  as  we  can  afford 
to  pay  it ;  but  we  think  the  present  duty  sufficient- 
ly nigh  to  invite  to  the  frequent  breach  of  our  rev- 
enue laws ;  and  we  are  satisfied  that,  in  our  put 
of  the  country,  the  consumption  has  very  much 
decreased. 

Si^ar. — This  is  a  most  important  article,  not 
only  as  it  respects  the  revenue,  but  as  forming  a 
leading  item  in  the  comforts,  we  may  even  say  the 
necessaries  of  life.  Without  any  certain  data,  we 
venture  to  estimate  the  quantity  of  this  article  con- 
sumed in  the  United  States  at  60,000,000  pounds, 
producing,  at  three  cents  per  pound,  a  revenue  of 
^1,800,000.  When  the  duty  was  imposed  on  sugar, 
it  was  intended  for  the  purpose  of  revenue  only; 
and  it  was  not  contemplated  that,  in  our  country, 
there  existed  a  climate  and  soil  calculated  for  its 
production.  But  during  the  last  few  years  a  cer- 
tain iK)rtion  of  Louisiana  has  been  found  to  possess 
these  advantages ;  and  such  has  been  the  rapidity 
with  which  they  have  been  improved,  that  it  is 
estimated  that  the  produceof  Louisiana  will  amount 
this  year  lo  about  40,000  hogsheads,  of  900  pounds 
each,  or  a  total  of  36,000,000  pounds.  As  no  duty 
is  paid  on  this  enormous  amount,  that  which  is 
paid  on  sugar  from  other  countries  operates  as  a 
protecting  duty  to  it,  and  gradually  loses  the  char- 
acter of  a  revenue  duty,  and  will  soon  cease  to 
exist  as  such ;  because  the  increased  cultivation  in 
Louisiana  bids  fair  to  supersede  the  necessity  of 
importing  from  other  countries.  There  will  then 
have  occurred,  for  the  prestnt  year,  a  deficit,  in 
this  single  item,  of  $1,080,000.  But,  without  an- 
ticipating the  consummation  of  the  deficit,  we  beg 
leave  to  call  your  aUtention  to  that  which  will,  in 
our  opinion,  be  sustained  in  the  present  year.  We 
have  stated  already,  on  the  best  infornaiion  we 
can  procure,  that  the  last  crop  amoimted  to  about 
36,000,000  pounds.  This  sugar,  being  protected 
by  our  present  high  duties,  is  wholly  consumed  in 
the  Untied  States ;  and  every  hunored  weight  of 
sugar  imported  from  foreign  countries,  admitting 
it  cost  the  same  price,  must  be  sold  for  three  dol- 
lars more,  in  order  to  indemnify  the  importer,  fiut 
inasmuch  as  the  sugars  of  the  West  Indies  require 
twice  the  labor  and  expense  requisite  in  Louisiana, 
the  price  at  which  they  are  bought  by  us  cannot' 
be  supposed  to  be  less.  Thus  it  evidently  appears 
that  the  whole  dutv  which  is  thus  subtracted  fr<»n 
ttUf  f evQUue,  is  neiiW  more  noc  less  than  a  houiUy 
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granted  to  the  sugar  planters  of  Louisiana ;  and 
that  the  amount  thus  granted  on  36,000,000  pounds, 
at  three  dollars,  is  81,080,000.  But  this  is  not  all. 
It  is  generally  understood  that  two  hogsheads  of 
sugar  yield  one  hogshead  of  molasses,  and  this 
latter  an  equal  quantity  of  rum;  so  that  there  will 
exist  the  materials  for  20,000  hogsheads  of  rum, 
which,  at  the  moderate  estimate  of  one  hundred 
dollars  each,  at  a  bounty  of  thirty  cents  per  gal- 
lon, will  amount  to  ^600,000;  if  not  distilTcd, 
it  will  only  receive  a  bounty  of  $^0,000.  But  ad- 
mitting one-half  to  be  used  without  distillation, 
and  the  other  to  be  converted  into  rum,  the  mean 
sum  will  be     -  .  .  -      §340,000 

Which,  added  to  the  bounty  on  sugar,     1,080,000 

Then  the  aggregate  bounty  will  be        §  1,420,000 

We  do  not  pretend  to  be  accurate  in  this  esti- 
mate, because  we  receive  the  principal  data  from 
public  report.  But  we  are  willing  to  make  large 
deductions  from  its  amount ;  and  we  will  suppose 
that  the  amount  paid  as  a  bounty  to  Louisiana  for 
the  present  year  will  amount  only  to  §1,000,000. 
As  probably  the  subject  has  not  been  considered  in 
this  point  of  view,  the  result  may  be  matter  of  sur- 

firi^ ;  and  we  shall  no  longer  be  at  a  losslo  account 
or  a  diminution  of  our  revenue  in  one  of  its  most 
important  branches.  But  there  is  a  feature  in 
this  proiectmg  duty  of  so  singular  a  cast  that  we 
do  not  believe  it  can  be  paralleled  in  the  history 
of  commercial  bounties.  It  seems  that  the  soil 
calculated  for  raising  sugar  cane  in  Louisiana  is 
very  limited,  and  that  the  culture  of  it  is  as  yet 
coutined  to  a  small  number  of  persons.  We  do 
not  believe  that  the  number  of  sugar  planters  ex- 
ceeds from  one  to  two  hundred.  We  cannot  vouch 
for  the  correctness  of  the  estimate  ;  but,  presuming 
it  to  be  correct,  and  that  the  number  of  planters 
amounts,  say  to  one  hundred,  then,  assuming  our 
reduced  estimate  of  bounty  of  $1,000,000,  it  will 
appear  that  the  United  States  grant  an  average 
sum  often  thousand  dollars  per  annum  to  each  of 
these  hundred  planters;  or  five  thousand  dollars, 
if  their  number  be  two  hundred.  If  these  state- 
ments be  correct — and  the  Legislature  have  better 
means  than  we  possess  fur  ascertaining  their  cor- 
rectness— we  presume  that  no  comment  is  ne- 
cessary. 

Again  :  we  are  not  to  suppose  that  the  evil  ends 
here,  and  that  we  are  to  suffer  no  other  inconve- 
nience than  the  payment  of  these  splendid  sine- 
cures. We  have  now  to  present  the  case  to  you  in 
a  point  infinitely  more  interesting,  and  such  as  we 
trust  will  excite  the  most  serious  attention  on  the 
part  of  Congress.  We  have  supposed  that  the 
consumption  of  sugar  in  the  United  States  amounts 
to  about  sixty  millions  of  pounds  ;  and  in  the  esti- 
mate of  the  crop  now  delivering  at  New  Orleans  we 
have  rated  it  thirty-six  millions  of  pounds.  There 
is,  then,  only  required  an  increase  of  twenty  four 
millions  of  pounds  in  the  growth  of  Louisiana 
sugars  to  complete  the  supply  for  the  actual  de- 
mand of  the  whole  Union.  From  the  rate  at  which 
they  have  increased  for  some  years,  the  production 
will  soon  have  attained  to  ik'u  point  j  and  the  im- 


portation of  foreign  sugars  and  mm,  as  articles  of 
consumption  will,  of  necessity,  cease.  The  con- 
sequences of  this  change  will  be  much  more  seri- 
ous than  they  at  first  appear. 

Our  commerce  with  the  West  Indies  is,  in  our 
present  situation,  of  the  greatest  importance  to  our 
agricultural  as  well  as  to  our  maritime  interests. 
Excluded  from  the  ports  of  Europe  by  our  own 
bad  policy,  our  provisions  and  lumber  have  scarce- 
ly any  other  mart  than  the  West  Indies  ;  and  the 
principal  returns  which  they  afford  are  sugar,  rum, 
and  molasses.  Now,  if  these  are  wholly  driven 
from  consumption,  we  must  cease  to  receive  them 
in  payment,  for  we  cannot  continue  to  import 
them  with  a  chance  of  being  indemnified  for  their 
cost,  by  reshipping  them  to  Europe ;  and  if  we 
cannot  receive  them  in  payment,  our  agricultu- 
ral products  will  of  necessity  be  rejected,  and 
this  other  branch  of  commerce  will  either  expire, 
or  be  continued  in  a  very  diminished  and  languish- 
ing condition. 

There  is  also  another  view  of  this  subject, 
which  we  consider  of  importance.  We  have  sta- 
ted the  amount  of  sugar  made  in  Louisiana  this 
year  to  be  36,000,000  pounds,  which,  rated  at 
the  moderate  price  of  seven  dollars  per  hundred 
pounds,  will  amount  to  §2,520,000;  of  which 
amount  we  have  shown  that  we  now  pay  as  boun- 
ty more  than  §1,000,000,  and  that  when  the  quan- 
tity shall  have  increased  to  the  measure  of  our 
supposed  consumption,  (60,000,000,)  the  bounty 
will  be  increased  to  §1,800,000,  exclusive  of  that 
which  which  will  accrue  on  the  rum  and  molasses. 
Thus  an  enormous  and  increasing  contribution  is 
levied  on  every  individual  in  the  Union,to  pamper  a 
few  individuals  living  in  the  most  remote  and  most 
favored  augle  of  our  country.  To  add  to  their 
excessive  gains,  we  are  to  destroy  the  most  active 
and  beneni^ial  branch  of  our  commerce,  and  to 
dissolve  those  branches  of  foreign  commerce 
through  which  we  are  to  receive  our  supplies,  in 
the  event  of  being  at  war  with  a  nation  having  a 
maritime  force  superior  to  our  own.  It  will  be  in 
vain  that  we  shall  be  told  that  the  commerce  which 
we  lose  will  be  replaced  by  that  of  Louisiana. 
The  whole  of  the  maritime  States  furnish  scarcely 
a  single  article  with  which  she  cannot  supply  her- 
self without  our  assistance.  The  value  of  our  ex- 
ports to  New  Orleans,  in  native  productions,  is  so 
small,  and  diminishes  so  rapidly,  that  Louisiana 
bids  fair,  and  that  very  soon,  to  stand  in  the  same 
relation  to  us  with  China.  We  must  send  our 
specie  to  purchase  her  productions,  and  that,  too, 
when  they  shall  no  longer  enjoy  the  bounties  now 
granted  by  us  with  such  prodigality. 

We  are  sensible  that  the  bounty  (for  such  it  is, 
in  effect)  granted  on  the  sugar,  rum,  and  molasses, 
has  not  been  produced  by  any  legislative  act  form- 
ed for  the  purpose  of  revenue,  and  which,  by  tiie 
gradual  increase  of  these  articles,  has  been  vir- 
tually converted  into  a  bounty,  and  the  measure 
of  their  increase  is  precisely  that  by  which  we  may 
estimate  the  progressive  reduction  of  our  revenue, 
and  of  our  West  India  trade.  In  the  infancy  of 
the  sugar  establishments  on  the  Mississippi,  it 
might  have  been  prudent  to  grant  protection,  and 
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even  positive  bounty,  if  required  ;  but  in  their  pre- 
sent state  of  prosperity,  when  it  is  ascertained  that 
no  species  of  agriculture  can  compare  with  this  as 
to  emolument,  we  think  it  is  time  to  withdraw  a 
portion  of  the  bounty,  and  apply  it  to  other  branches 
of  agriculture,  which,  in   their  turn,  require  sup- 
port.    Our  flour,  our  corn,  our  tobacco,  our  rice, 
our  salted  fish,  and  lumber,  call  for  support.     But 
we  do  not  ask  for  it  in  the  form  of  restricted  du- 
ties, but  in  the  removal  of  such  as  operate  to  de- 
press those  staple  conuiiodities.     So  far  are  we 
from  approving  of  an  increase  in  the  duties  of  rum, 
sugar,  and  molasses,  that  we  think  it  will  be  both 
wise  and  just  on  the  part  of  our  Government  to 
reduce  by  one-half  the  amount  of  those  which  now 
exist  on  those  articles.     It  is  a  most  oppressive  tax 
on  the  farmer  of  the  seaboard  to  pay,  as  a  protect- 
ing duty  on  a  barrel  of  New  Orleans  sugar,  seven 
bushels  of  wheat,  at  the  prices  of  the  present  day ; 
and  how  much  more  oppressive  is  it  still,  that  this 
enormous  bounty,  when  paid,  should  operate  to 
destroy  the  sale  of  his  produce  in  the  marts  to 
which  it  has  been  usually  exported?     Such,  how- 
ever, is  the  extent  of  the  tax,  and  such  its  effect. 
In  asking  thus  for  a  diminution  of  duty  on  West 
India  produce,  we  do  not  apprehend  a  diminution 
of  the  revenue;  the  existing  high  duties  have  con- 
tributed principally  to  the  great  reduction  on  the 
consumption  of  it.     We  contemplate  very  favora- 
ble results  to  the  revenue,  which  the  enlarged  con- 
sumption, under  reduced  prices,  will  create ;  and 
that  soon  the  most  beneficial  effects  will  be  felt  in 
the  important  branches  of  agriculture  and  com- 
merce. 

Having  thus  respectfully  taken  a  view  of  the 
immediate  and  prospective  o{)eration  of  the  actual 
duty  on  sugar,  we  shall  close  our  protracted  obser- 
vations on  this  most  important  item,  begging  leave 
to  invite  the  particular  attention  of  the  Congress 
to  it,  as  well  from  considerations  of  general  policy 
as  from  those  which  attach  peculiarly  to  agricul- 
ture and  commerce. 

Molasses. — Our  observations  on  sugar  apply  with 
equal,  if  not  greater,  force  to  molasses.  It  is  the 
humble  and  nutritious  sweet  resorted  to  by  those 
who  cannot  afford  to  buy  sugar,  and  seasons  the 
simple  repast  of  all  ages  and  of  all  sexes.  If  we 
do  not  ask  a  reduction  of  the  present  duty,  we  at 
least  deprecate  an  advance,  more  especially  as  that  I 
called  for  by  the  new  tariff  will  still  add  to  the  i 
bounty  now  granted  to  the  planters  of  Louisiana,  i 

In  respect  to  all  the  actual  and  proposed  duties 
on  the  important   items  of  cotton  and   woollen  I 
^oods,  we  subjoin  a  body  of  notes,  showing  what  I 
is  and  will  be  the  efl'ect  of  the  proposed  changes.  | 
The  observations   which  accompany   them    are  I 
made  by  a  practical  merchant,  and  we  conceive  ' 
are  highly  worthy  of  consideration.     It  will  be 
seen   that   the  present   duties  operate  as  a  very  ; 
heavy  tax  on  the  consumer  ;  that  they  are  abun- 
dantly large  for  the  protection  of  our  manufac- 
tures,  and  that  the  proposed  advance  will  not  only  | 
tend  to  diminish  our  revenue,  but  to  produce  the  ; 
most  demoralizing  effects  in  our  society.     The  im- 
porters of  woollen  and   cotton  goods,  whatever 
may  be  their  opinions  as  to  the  present  rate  of  du- 
16th  Cow.  1st  Sess.— 77 


ties,  are  of  opinion  that  the  duties,  generally  speak- 
ing, are  fairly  paid  ;  but  they  have  no  hesitation 
in  declaring  that  the  proposed  advance  will  have 
the  effect  of  producing  a  very  extensive  branch  of 
contraband  trade.  As  farasour  own  opinion  may 
have  weight,  we  do  not  hesitate  to  pay  that,  if  the 
present  high  duties  will  not  protect  our  manufac- 
tures, it  is  an  evident  proof  that  we  are  not  pre- 
pared, under  our  present  circumstances,  to  engage 
more  extensively  in  them,  and  that  justice  and 
sound  policy  require  that  we  should  not  increase 
the  actual  bounties.  Nay,  we  are  of  opinion  that, 
in  some  instances,  the  proposed  increase,  amount- 
ing to  prohibition,  would  injure  our  manufactures 
as  well  as  our  revenue.  In  fact,  we  do  not  con- 
sider either  our  population  or  means  are  such  as  to 
invite  us  to  engage  in  such  as  may  rival  the  finer 
productions  of  the  European  looms.  We  respect- 
fully believe,  for  the  present,  we  ought  to  be  satis- 
fied with  the  manufactures  of  coarse  goods,  and 
leave  to  those  who  take  our  raw  materials  the  sup- 
ply of  fine  goods.  The  purposes  of  commerce  as 
well  as  revenue  will  thus  be  promoted.  At  any 
rate,  the  establishment  of  new  branches  of  manu- 
factures is  the  work  of  time  ;  and  something  more 
tiian  a  desire  to  establish  those  of  fine  goods  should 
be  manifested  before  we  proceed  to  strike  a  deadly 
blow  at  other  branches  of  industry,  of  the  greatest 
national  interest,  and  on  which  the  prosperity  and 
happiness  of  our  country  have  hitherto  been  found- 
ed. It  would  seem  well  to  pause  before  it  be  de- 
termined by  any  legislative  means  to  effect  any 
sudden  change  in  the  habits  and  character  of  oor 

fiopulation.  It  would  be  well,  we  respectfully  be- 
ieve,  to  examine  cautiously  those  which  we  are 
to  assume  in  lieu  of  those  which  we  are  called  on 
to  renounce.  Our  institutions  have  hitherto  been 
such  as  to  render  our  happiness  proverbial.  What, 
on  the  other  hand,  is  the  condition  of  those  whom 
we  are  attempting  to  imitate  in  this  new  career? 
The  manufactories  and  workshops  of  England  are 
the  nurseries  of  pauperism  and  discontent.  Ought 
we  to  wish  to  rival  her  in  fine  muslins  or  splendid 
toys  ?  If  our  poor  rates,  like  hers,  are  to  amount 
to  thirty-six  millions  of  dollars,  and  if  our  soldiers 
and  farmers  are  to  be  employed  in  suppressing  the 
insurrections  of  our  manufacturers,  let  her  enjoy 
the  emoluments  and  miseries  of  her  manufacturing 
system,  and  let  us  avoid  it  until  a  crowded  popu- 
lation may  render  it  expedient  and  secure.  We 
have  known  of  many  attempts  in  Europe  at  the 
hotbed  process  of  raising  manufactures,  and  we 
believe  that  it  has  almost  universally  failed. — 
The  truth  is,  in  respect  to  legislation  on  this  sub- 
ject, the  Congress  have  done  all  that  they  can  do, 
if  we  are  to  expect  revenue  from  our  imports. 
They  have  peopled  districts,  and  have  conducted 
them  properly,  acknowledge  that  they  are  suffi- 
ciently protected  by  our  present  duties,  and  they 
ask  no  advance.  But  this  is  not  enough.  We 
must  lay  the  groundwork  of  a  general  system  of 
manufacturing,  and,  as  a  prelude  to  it,  it  is  pro-  ' 
posed  to  begin  by  destroying  our  whole  commer- 
cial and  agricultural  systems  at  one  sweeping 
blow;  for  such  promises  to  be  the  result  of  the 
proposed  tariff.    It  would  be  reasonable  to  suppose 
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fn»n  the  sammary  mode  of  proceeding  contem- 
l^ted,  that  the  looms  and  the  anvils  and  the  ar- 
tists were  impatiently  waiting  for  the  signal  from 
Congress,  to  supply  us  with  chintzes  and  muslins, 
•with  needles  and  watches.  But  so  far  from  this 
being  the  case,  we  do  not  believe  that  the  advo- 
cates of  this  important  change  have  in  contem- 
plation one  single  branch  of  the  higher  class  of 
fabrics ;  and  it  will  be  prudent  for  thera  to  abstain 
=  from  engaging  in  them.  Their  efibrts,  supported 
by  legislation,  will  be  unequal  to  the  attainment 
of  the  proposed  end.  As  before  observed,  we  may 
-min  the  fair  merchant,  but  we  cannot  suppress  the 
!* trade  when  transferred  to  the  smuggler,  who  will 
undersell  our  own  manufacturers. 

If  the  spirit  in  which  these  exactions  are  made 
'is  characteristic  of  the  new  system  which  is  to  be 
introduced,  we  confess  that  we  should  for  this 
-«loae  deprecate  its  progress;  for,  if  it  is  thus  in 
''the  gristle,  what  will  it  be  in  the  bone?     It  seeks 
-to  destroy  one  great  and  hitherto  beneficial  sys- 
'tem,  before  it  is  prenared  to  furnish  a  substitute. 
it  abolishes  imposts  that  are  paid  with  fidelity,  and 
-ealbt  for  others  that  we  seriously  fear  will  not  be 
jpaid.     The  interests  that  it  places  in  advance  of 
<tll  others  are  those  of  only  a  few,  compared  with 
those  whose  interests  it  seeks  to  demolish.    What, 
•on  the  other  hand,  has  been  the  conduct  of  the  far- 
mer and  the  merchant  ?     They  have  borne  with 
-cheerfulness,  and  discharged  with  punctuality,  the 
taxes  which  have  been  imposed  on  them,  whether 
for  the  support  of  Government,  or  for  the  promo- 
^tion  of  other  branches  of  industry;  they  have  seen 
their  commerce  injured   in  some  points,  and  de- 
stroyed in  others;  they  have  furnished  the  means 
of  paying  what  may  be  considered  as  bounties  to 
domestic  manufactures,  to  the  fullest  extent  of 
.good  policy;  and  yet,  far  from  even  murmuring, 
or  torturing  Congress  by  their  repeated  demands, 
they  have  either  sufl'ered  in  silence,  or  restricted 
themselves  to  suggesting  measures  which  would 
fprofDote  the  public  weal  as  wtll  as  their  own. 
Are  they,  then,  after  their  patience  under  pro- 
'tracted  sufferings,  to  be  called  on,  in  this  time  of 
general  distress,  to  sustain  new  injuries  in  their 
agricultural  interests,  and  to  have  their  commer- 
cial establishments  overthrown,  and  even  the  very 
nature  of  their  being  changed,  merely  to  promote 
-the  delusive  projects  of  a  Tew  interested  individ- 
'^Mls?     They  have  too  much   confidence  in  the 
'Wisdom  of  the  National  Legislature  to  suppose 
that  they  will  encourage  these  vague  and  ephe- 
-catral  Moemes,  calculated  to  make  a  revolution  in 
Oar  eondition,  and,  in  the  end,  to  produce  effects 
the  rery  contrary  to  what  they  profess. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  remark,  that  they 
inre  opposed  not  only  to  the  principle  of  the  pro- 
-pdoed  tariff,  but  also  to  the  details  to  which  it  is 
iqyplied  ;  and  that,  so  far  from  adding  one  cent  to 
the  pre!«ent  duties,  it  is  our  opinion  that  an  increase 
of  revenue  and  an  improvement  in  our  general 
condition  can  only  be  expected   by  a  diminution 
in  the  existing  duties,  especially  on  the  articles  re- 
ferred to,  and  more  particularly  the  wasteful  bounty 
on  the  sugars,  rum,  and   molasses  of  Louisiana; 
aod^  finally,  that  the  actually  depressed  slate  of 


agriculture  and  commerce  calls  for  such  gentle 
and  considerate  measures  on  the  part  of  Congress 
as  may  strengthen  the  confidence  in  and  attach- 
ment to  the  Government  of  the  citizens,  and  for 
the  rejection  of  all  those  which,  like  the  projected 
tariff,  must  be  likely  to  have  an  opposite  tendency. 
There  exist  already  in  the  Union  of  these  States 
too  many  sectional  causes  of  weakness  to  make  it 
expedient  to  increase  their  effect  bv  artificial  means. 
The  endeavor  should  be  to  retard,  and  not  to  has- 
ten, a  crisis  which  all  must  contemnlati-  with 
horror.  Although  it  is  not  our  particular  view  to 
give  an  opinion  relative  to  the  general  finances  of 
the  Union,  yet,  as  we  are  practically  connected 
with  the  various  branches  of  commerce  from  which 
our  revenue  is  derived,  the  suggestions  which  we 
presume  to  offer  may  not  be  wholly  useless.  We 
think  th.re  is  the  most  satisfactory  proof  that  the 
consumption  of  every  species  of  goods  imported 
from  Europe  and  the  East  and  West  Indies  is  in 
a  state  of  rapid  decline,  owing  to  the  inability  of 
our  population  generally  to  support  any  other  tnan 
necessary  exp<aases.  The  causes  of  this  decline 
have  been  touched  on  in  what  has  been  already 
said,  but  the  effect  will  most  assuredly  be  a  great 
and  increasing  deficit  in  our  national  revenue. 

We  are  -latisfied  that  this  revenue,  so  far  from 
being  increased,  will  be  diminished  by  any  addi- 
tion to  the  present  duties.  We  are  strongly  im- 
pressed with  the  opinion,  as  already  stated,  that 
an  opposite  course  would,  as  it  respects  revenue, 
lead  to  more  favorable  results ;  but  we  are  far  from 
believing  that  any  mea.«!ure  of  finance,  short  of  an 
excise  and  internal  taxation,  will  efficiently  meet 
the  evil.  We  respectfully  concur  in  the  proposi- 
tion of  a  loan,  or  any  other  temporary  resort  for 
the  present  year,  in  the  contemplation  at  the  next 
session  of  recurring  to  an  organized  system  of  in- 
ternal taxation,  which  will  be  less  subject  to  fluc- 
tuation than  that  on  which  we  now  rely  for 
revenue. 

On  behalf  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Phil- 
adelphia. 

ROBERT  RALSTON,  IS-esideut. 


Philaoelphia,  April  20y  1820. 


ObtervatioM  as  to  tkt  operation  of  the  present  tariff 
in  giving  protection  to  the  nuuui/aattres  of  this 
comitry^  and  in  sxditdiug  tke  importation  of  goods 
of  foreign  manvfaaure  simiiar  to  thou  vuxKufac- 
turedkere. 

The  cotton  goods  manufactured  in  this  country 
to  the  greatest  extent  arc  plaids,  stripes,  chara- 
brays,  and  cotton  shirting  of  the  coarser  qualities, 
which  now  cost  in  England  less  than  25  cents  the 
square  yard,  and  are,  consequently,  subject  to  a 
very  heavy  duty  ;  so  much  so,  as  nearly  to  exclude 
their  importation.  A  yard  of  plaid  stripe,  orcham- 
bray,  would  now  cost  in  England  6d.,  of  24  inches 
wide,  of  good  quality.     For  example: 

100  yards  of  plaid  stripe,  or  chambray,  24  inches 
wide,  at  W.,  cost  £2  10*.  sterling.  It  would  con- 
tain 66f  square  yards,  which  at  25  cents,  is  816  68. 
The  duty,  25  per  cent.,  upon  the  same,  is  ^  17. 
Thus  the  100  yards  of  plaid  stripe,  or  chambray, 
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which  cost  £2  109.,  or  ^13  20,  would  now  pay  a 
duty  of  $!4  17,  which  is  equal  to  32  per  cent. 
^  A  piece  of  cotton  shirting,  50  yards,  would  now 
cost  in  England  £1  7s.  sterling,  of  30  inches  wide, 
and  would  contain  44^  square  yards,  which,  at 
25  cent",  is  $11  12.  The  duty  upon  the  same, 
25  per  cent.,  is  $2  78.  Thus,  the  piece  of  shirting, 
which  cost  278.  sterling,  or  $6,  pays  a  duty  of 
^2  78,  or  46  per  cent. 

A  Carlisle  gingham,  which  has  heretofore  been 
much  used  by  the  poorer  people,  of  40  inches  wide, 
would  now  cost  Sii.  per  yard.  100  yards  of  Car- 
lisle ginghams,  40  inches  wide,  at  8d.,  is  £3  6s.  8d., 
sterling,  and  would  contain  111  square  yards, 
which,  at  25  cents,  is  ^7  75.  The  duty  upon  the 
same,  25  per  cent.,  is  $6  94.  Thus  100  yards  of 
ginghams,  which  cost  in  England  £3  6*.  8d.,  or 
^14  82,  pay  a  duty  of  $6  94,  or  46^  per  cent. 

Printed  calicoes,  which  are  not  made  in  this  coun- 
try, but  much  worn,  more  particularly  by  the  poor 
people,  and  considerably  by  all  classes  of  females, 
now  cost  from  15*.  Qd.  sterling  to  33*.  per  piece  of 
88  yards,  upon  which  there  is  a  debenture  allowed 
upon  exportation,  in  England,  of  3^^.  the  square 
yard  ;  and  as  they  are  from  23  to  25  inches  wide, 
the  debenture  is  from  5*.  to  5*.  6d.  sterling  per 
pieee  ;  and  all  which  costs  less  than  25*.  sterling 
per  piece  are  now  subject  to  additional  duties,  as 
the  cost  is  less  than  25  cents  per  square  yard. 

A  very  good  calico,  23  inches  wide,  cost,  in 
December  last,  18*.  9d.  sterling  per  piece,  upon 
which  the  debenture  was  5*.  3<^.,  making  the  net 
cost  13*.  Od.  sterling,  and  contained  18  square 
yards,  which,  at  25  cents,  is  $4  50.  The  duty,  25 
per  cent.,  is  §1  12.  Thus  the  piece  of  calico 
«rhich  cost  13*.  6d.  sterling,  or  ^3,  pays  a  duty 
of  $1  12,  or  37  per  cent. 

Cambric  muslins  6-4  wide,  of  12  yards  each, 
cost  from  7*.  to  20*.  per  piece  ;  and  all  which  cost 
less  than  13*.  per  piece  are  subject  to  additional 
duties,  the  cost  being  less  than  25  cents  the  square 
yard.  A  piece  of  cambric  muslin,  39  inches  wide, 
eest  7*.,  would  contain  13  square  yards,  which,  at 
25  cents,  is  $3  25.  The  duly,  25  per  cent.,  is  81 
cewts.  Thus  the  piece  of  cambric  muslin,  which 
cost  7*.,  or  $1  65,  pays  a  duty  of  81  cents  or  53 
per  cent. 

The  operation  is  proportionate  upon  all  low 
priced  cambric  muslins  of  other  dimensions,  as 
well  as  low  priced  fancy  muslins,  book  muslins, 
ond  ginghams,  and  upon  every  other  description  of 
cotton  goods  of  low  cost  and  not  enumerated. 

Upon  woollen  goods,  under  the  present  tariff, 
there  «  no  discrimination  between  coarse  and  fine 
in  <Hiku<atiog  the  duties  ;  nor  is  it  considered  ne- 
CMMry  there  should  be,  even  for  the 'protection  of 
OUT  own  manufactures;  for,  at  present,  there  is  but 
a  very  small  quantity  of  foreign  imported  of  similar 
descriptions  to  those  we  manufacture.  The  prin- 
cipal part  of  those  now  imported  are  superfine 
cloths,  low  priced  blue  and  white  plains  for  negro 
clothing,  flannels,  baize  bocking,  baizes,  and  blan- 
kets, most  of  which  are  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  use  of  the  country. 

The  proposed  tariff  contemplates  a  duty  of  33 
per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  all  cotton  or  woollen 


goods,  of  whatever  description,  from  this  side  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which,  upon  all  goods  paying 
an  ad  valorem  duty,  will,  in  reality,  amount  to 
36i  per  cent.;  and,  upon  all  cotton  goods  costing 
less  than  25  cents  the  square  yard,  33  per  cent, 
upon  the  calculated  cost  of  25  cents  the  square 
yard. 

Accordingly,  the  duty  upon  100  yards  of  plaid 
stripe,  or  chambray,  costing  £2  10*.  or  $13  20, 
and  upon  which  the  duty  is,  according  to  the  ex- 
isting tariff,  $4  17,  or  32  per  cent.,  would  be  ^5  56, 
or  42  per  cent,  upon  the  cost.  Upon  100  yards  of 
Carlisle  ginghams  costing  £3  6*.  Sd.,  or^li  82, 
upon  which  the  duty  now  is  ^  94,  or  46^  per 
cent.,  would  be  $9  25,  or  62^  per  cent. 

Upon  a  piece  of  cotton  shirting  costing  27*.  or 
$6,  upon  which  the  duty,  according  to  the  present 
tariff,  now  is  ^  78,  or  46  per  cent.,  would  b« 
^  71,  or  62  per  cent. 

Upon  a  piece  of  calico  costing  net  13*.  6d.  ster- 
ling per  piece,  or  $3,  upon  which  the  duty  now  is 
^1  12,  or  37  per  cent.,  would  be  ^1  50^  or  50  per 
cent.  Upon  a  pieee  of  cambric  muslm  costuig 
7s.,  or  ^1  55,  upon  which  the  duty  now  is  81  cents, 
or  53  j)er  cent.,  it  would  be  $1  08,  or  70  per  cent, 
upon  the  cost ;  and  upon  all  otber  cotton  goods 
costing  less  than  25  cents  the  square  yard,  the  duty 
would  be  proportionate,  according  to  the  dimen- 
sions and  cost. 

The  contemplated  tariff  proposes  that  the  duty 
shall  be  calculated  upon  the  real  cost  of  the  article 
whence  imported,  *'  together  with  the  amount  of 
all  such  bounties,  premiums,  drawbacks,  allow- 
ances, or  discounts,  as  may  be  given,  paid,  or  al- 
lowed at  the  place  whence  imported."  Upon  all 
f)rinted  cotton  goods  exported  a  debenture  is  al- 
owed  in  Great  Britain  of  3^i.  the  square  yard; 
and,  should  the  contemplated  duty  be  laid  upon 
that,  as  well  as  upon  the  actual  cost,  it  will  amount 
to  a  complete  prohibition  to  the  importation  of 
n)ost  kinds  of  printed  cotton  goods,  and  also  upon 
English  manufactured  silk  goods,  upon  the  expor- 
tation of  which  a  bounty  oi  4*.  per  pound  is  al- 
lowed. The  contemplated  tariff  proposes  a  duty 
of  25  per  cent,  upon  linens  of  every  description, 
and  those  costing  less  than  25  cents  the  square 
yard  to  be  calculated  as  having  cost  that,  and  25 
per  cent,  calculated  upon  that  amount.  In  addi- 
tion to  which,  the  duty  is  to  be  calculated  upon 
the  bounty  allowed  of  l^i.  per  yard  on  all  line&s 
costing  less  than  I8d.  per  yard.  The  propos^ 
tariff  also  contemplates  a  duty  of  33  per  cent,  upon 
blankets  ;  and  stuffs  are  considered  to  be  included 
with  woollens  of  every  description,  and,  conse- 
quently, subject  to  33  per  cent.  duty.  The  three 
last-mentioned  articles,  viz:  blankets,  stuffs,  and 
linens,  now  pay  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem ;  and  neither  (excepting  blankets,  to  a  very 
limited  extent)  are  manufactured  in  this  country, 
and  are  all  much  used;  the  impolicy  of  raising 
the  duties  upon  them  can  be  readily  judged  of. 
Two  of  the  articles  being  used,  one  from  economy, 
the  other  from  necessity,  to  a  great  extent,  by  the 
poorer  class  of  people,  the  consequences  of  raising 
the  duties  to  the  rates  proposed  in  the  contemplated 
tariff  will  be  to  preclude  the  importation  of  many 
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articles  altogether  in  a  fair  way,  and  to  encourage 
and  systematize  smuggling  upon  a  scale  so  exten- 
sive, as  seriously  to  affect  the  revenue  of  the  coun- 
try, and  corrupt  the  morals  of  the  people. 

The  facilities  which  our  extensive  seaboard  and 
inland  frontier  give  to  the  introduction  of  goods 
in  an  illicit  manner ;  the  temptations  which  the 
contemplated  tariff  offers ;  the  large  value  of  many 
articles  which  may  be  comprised  in  a  small  bulk; 
and  the  prospect  of  gain  so  great,  that  many  in- 
dividuals, who  now  would  despise  the  person 
who  would  engage  in  such  a  trade,  will  be  induced 
to  engage  in  it  themselves — the  inducements  to 
the  engaging  in  the  introduction  of  many  articles, 
in  an  illegal  manner,  can  be  readily  judged  of, 
when  a  person  smuggling  100  pounds  of  sewing 
silk  or  silk  twist  would,  by  avoidmg  the  duly  alone, 
receive  a  compensation  of  $150. 

Five  pieces  of  superfine  cloth  would  comprise 
but  a  small  bulk,  and  the  weight  would  be  about 
150  pounds,  and  would  contam  about  100  yards, 
and  cost  about  £200.  The  duty  upon  the  same, 
according  to  the  contemplated  tariff,  would  be 
$324. 

In  many  kinds  of  cambric  muslins,  fine  fancy 
muslins,  and  manufactures  of  silk,  the  facilities 
and  inducements  to  smuggling  will  be  equally 
great. 

It  must,  therefore,  be  obvious  to  every  person  of 
reflection,  that,  whether  the  contemplated  tariff 
have  for  its  object  the  increase  of  revenue,  or  the 
protection  of  our  own  manufactures,  an  adoption 
of  it.  will,  most  assuredly,  have  a  contrary  effect. 

Average  prices  of  superfine  jlour  in   Philadelphia^ 
from  the  year  1789  to  1819,  inclusive. 

1789 
1790 
1791 
1792 
1793 
1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 


$5  20 

1805 

-   -J 

no  38 

6  15 

1806 

7  30 

5  25 

1807 

- 

7  00 

5  07 

1808 

- 

5  60 

6  21 

1809 

- 

6  90 

7  22 

1810 

- 

9  66 

12  05 

1811 

- 

10  00 

12  43 

1812 

- 

8  75 

9  00 

1813 

- 

8  50 

8  78 

1814 

- 

7  70 

9  62 

1815 

- 

8  45 

9  85 

1816 

- 

10  00 

10  45 

1817 

- 

12  00 

6  75 

1818 

- 

9  85 

6  73 

1819 

- 

7  20 

8  22 

1820 

(AprU,)  - 

4  75 

UNIFORM  SYSTEM  OF  BANKRUPTCY. 

[Commanicated  to  the  Senate,  December  27,  1819.] 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
aiives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled: 

The  memorial  of  the  merchants  and  traders  of 

the  town  of  Boston,  and  of  other  towns  within  the 

State  of  Mas.«:achusetts: 

I      The  wise  framers  of  our  excellent  Constitution, 

I  foreseeing  the  necessity,  in  a  maritime  community, 


I 


of  laws  peculiarly  affecting  commercial  relations, 
caused,  upon  due  deliberation,  the  power  of  estab- 
lishing "uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bank- 
ruptcies" to  be  among  those  expressly  delegated 
by  the  people  to  their  representatives  in  Congress 
assembled.  Several  of  our  sister  States,  at  the 
time  they  became  members  of  the  confederated 
Republic,  did  not  hesitate  to  declare  freedom  from 
imprisonment  for  debt,  except  when  there  might 
be  a  violent  presumption  of  fraud,  an  inherent  and 
Constitutional  right;  and  many  others,  when  the 
creative  power  thus  vested  in  the  General  Gov- 
ernment nas  been  suffered  to  lie  dormant,  have 
from  time  to  time  expressed,  by  their  numerous 
insolvent  laws  or  acts  of  private  relief,  a  strong 
sense  of  the  propriety  of  measures  mitigating  the 
common  execution  of  the  law.  But,  without  enu- 
merating the  multiform  declarations  of  Slate  Le- 
gislatures to  this  effect,  it  is  enough  if  no  one  will 
deny  that  the  greatest  possible  exemption  from 
personal  restraint  bears  the  closest  analogy  to  the 
common  sentiments  and  habits  of  Americans,  and 
is  highly  congenial  to  that  pure  and  equal  spirit  of 
liberty  which  animates  our  whole  civil  and  politi- 
cal character. 

Notwithstanding  its  remarkable  conformity  to 
our  national  physiognomy,  nearly  sixteen  years 
are  now  elapsed  since  we  have  enjoyed  the  benefit 
of  a  bankrupt  law.  During  a  great  part  of  this 
momentous  and  eventful  period,  amidst  the  con- 
cussion of  foreign  arms,  and  the  violence  of  nation 
lifted  up  against  nation,  the  neutral  flag  of  Ame- 
rica enjoyed  a  degree  of  commercial  prosperity 
unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  human  history. 
The  granaries  of  the  world  were  open  to  us  alone, 
and  the  mighty  empires  of  Europe  may  be  said, 
$10  38  I  jjj  some  measure,  to  have  depended  upon  our  sup- 
^  ^  plies.  By  these  remarkable  facilities,  immense 
"^  revenues  were  accumulated  in  the  coffers  of  our 
citizens,  which  were  constantly  re-embarked  in 
larger  and  more  perilous  adventures,  till  our  com- 
mercial engagements  were  stretched  to  their  utmost 
extent.  At  this  crisis  the  restrictive  system  was 
commenced,  and  war  shortly  succeeded — ^^measures 
which,  however  necessary  in  their  origin,  and 
however  important  in  their  political  results,  could 
jiot  fail  of  being  greatly  embarrassing  to  the  com- 
mercial and  trading  interests/  Those  of  our  mer- 
chants who  were  enabled  to  struggle  through  the 
distresses  invariably  attendant  on  these  often  inev- 
itable evils  were  induced,  on  the  return  of  peace, 
to  put  forth  all  their  energies,  in  the  hope  oi  reap- 
ing unusual  harvests,  and  thus  speedily  re-estab- 
lishing their  broken  fortunes;  but.  during  the  sus- 
pension of  commercial  pursuits,  foreign  relations 
bad  been  (for  them,  at  least)  unfortunately  changed ; 
trade  in  its  accustomed  channels  had  been  cholted, 
and  necessity  had  opened  new  ones  which  were 
already  pouring  in  their  resources  to  feed  the  enor- 
mous consumption  of  a  most  extensive  war. 

But  when  the  great  belligerents  of  Europe  bad 
laid  aside  their  long-cherished  hostilities,  and  pa- 
cific arts  were  everywhere  rrassuming  their  legiti- 
mate superiority,  England  was  again  ready  to 
step  forth,  in  the  plenitude  of  her  maritime  might 
and  monopolize  the  trade  of  a  larger  portion  of 
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the  globe,  at  the  same  time  that  many  Powers, 
who,  when  occupied  in  arms,  had  been  entirely 
dependent  upon  us  as  the  general  carriers  and  fac- 
tors of  the  world,  found  their  advantage  in  calling 
to  light  hidden  resources,  and  establi>ning  a  com- 
merce of  their  own.  From  such  a  singular  con- 
catenation of  events,  the  most  prudent  and  the 
most  opulent  have  been  obliged  to  meet  peculiar 
embarrassments  and  unexampled  pressure;  so  that 
many  who  had  withstood  the  perils  and  losses  of 
the  war  have  been  drawn  into  ruin  by  the  unex- 
pected fatalities  of  peace. 

Struck  with  this  prominent  example  of  the  ex- 
treme mutability  of  commercial  affairs,  subjected 
as  they  are  to  innumerable  and  inevitable  casual- 
ties, and  aware  of  the  constant  regard  which  the 
representative  Legislature  of  an  enlightened  mari- 
time Republic  must  preserve  towards  the  interests 
of  commerce  and  the  cause  of  humanity,  your 
memorialists,  the  merchants  and  traders  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, as  well  those  who  have  been  severely 
laboring  under  the  evils  we  have  above  related  as 
those  who  are  of  a  more  fortunate  description,  beg 
leave  respectfully  to  suggest  the  expediency  of 
establishing  throughout  the  United  States  a  uni- 
form system  of  bankruptcy,  to  the  end  that  per- 
BonMl  liberty  and  the  equitable  discharge  of  con- 
tracts may  no  longer  be  subjected  to  the  caprice 
or  dishonesty  of  individuals,  but  that  over  our 
civil  transactions  as  well  as  our  political  rights  we 
may  enjoy  "aGovernmentoflaws,andnotofmen." 

It  might  appear  unnecessary,  but  for  the  strong 
attachment  we  are  apt  to  bear  even  to  the  inju- 
rious customs  of  our  ancestors,  to  set  forth  the 
unreasonable  hardships  towards  merchants  and 
traders  of  that  law  which  gives  unlimited  satis- 
faction upon  the  goods,  estates,  and  body  of  the 
debtor.     In  what  respect,  it  may  be  asked,  is  it 
superior  to  the  much  deprecated  law  of  the  twelve 
tables?    We  do  not,  indeed,  countenance  the  par- 
tition of  the  unhappy  debtor  among  his  enraged 
creditors,  but  we  do  allow  his  estates  and  his  ex- 
pectations to  be  torn  in  pieces  ;  we  do  allow  him, 
without  mercy  or  remorse,  to  be  stripped  at  once 
:  of  present  possessions  and  future  possibilities;  to 
be  left  without  means  and  without  hopes — an  out- 
cast and  a  reproach.     If  it  be  against  the  policy  of 
our  code  that  the  unfortunate  insolvent  and  his 
miserable  family  should  be  subjected  to  domestic 
servitude  or  sola  to  foreign  slavery,  by  how  much 
are  we  more  merciful  when  we  award  against 
him  the  ignominy  of  perpetual  imprisonment  and 
perpetual  poverty  ?    But  we  are  often  told,  while 
the  debtor  suffers  justly  for  his  folly  or  his  crime, 
his  innocent  dependants  not  only  do  not,  as  in 
some  parts  of  the  world,  participate  in  his  punish- 
ment, but  are,  in  truth,  rescued  from  want  by  the 
more  humane  provisions  of  the  law.     Not  to  dwell 
upon  the  unavoidable  insufl&ciency  of  provisions 
for  pauperism  to  supply  the  accustomed  comforts 
and  luxuries  of  life,  your  memorialists  would  hum- 
bly submit  to  your  consideration  whether  there  be 
not  something  of  mistaken  humanity  in  a  system 
which  creates  the  poor  for  whom  it  provides  ? 
whether  it  does  not  argue  somewhat  of  inconsbt- 
ency  if  we  seem  to  generate  evil  for  the  sake  of 


doing  it  away  ?  whether  that  may  not  be  an  un- 
reasonable prejudice  which  prefers  to  establish  a 
partial  remedy  by  poor  laws  rather  than  a  rerj 
general  prevention  by  bankrupt  laws?  Neither, 
perhaps,  will  it  appear,  upon  investigation,  that 
the  commercial  debtor  commonly  or  often  suffers 
justly  for  his  folly  or  his  crime.  An  enlightened 
Legislature  will  undoubtedly  be  well  aware  that  a 
circulating  medium  is  the  liie-blood  of  commerce; 
that  the  obtaining  of  credit,  or  what  in  other  men 
than  traflBckers  and  traders  might  justly  be  called 
running  in  debt,  is  an  essential  part  of  the  system 
of  exchange ;  it  is  the  borrowing  from  one  in  order 
to  pay  to  another  in  some  less  valuable  form  which 
constitutes  the  gain  of  the  merchant ;  and  it  is  the 
foreseeing  how  to  effect  this  advantageous  commu- 
tation which  constitutes  his  skill.  This  is  a  game 
of  hazard  as  well  as  of  calculation,  and  it  is  sufiB- 
ciently  clear  that  any  unforeseen  check  between 
these  successive  steps — some  inevitable  loss,  some 
unexpected  disappointment,  or  even  some  tempo- 
rary delay — may  prevent  his  meeting  his  engage- 
ments, and  thus  involve  him  in  irretrievable  rum. 
Certainly  we  cannot  say  much  for  the  justice 
which  views  these  dispositions  of  fortune  in  the 
light  of  criminality,  and  puts  their  victim  on  a 
level  with  the  idle,  the  extravagant,  and  the 
profligate. 

Our  humane  and  admirable  law  seems,  indeed, 
to  depart  from  its  own  spirit  every  way  in  the 
case  of  the  unfortunate  debtor.  It  not  only  ren- 
ders him  obnoxious  to  an  unmerited  weight  of 
punishment,  but  it  puts  out  of  its  own  hands  all 
discretionary  right  of  measuring  or  apportioning 
that  punishment,  and  vests  an  unlimited  power  in 
the  interested  and  the  irritated.  To  no  purpose 
are  we  told  that  the  true  interest  of  the  creditor 
would  be  to  release  his  prisoner,  to  put  him  in  a 
way  of  honest  industry,  and  to  restore  him  to  his 
credit  with  the  world ;  for  here  we  find  men  blinded 
by  avarice  rather  than  guided  by  interest;  and  par- 
ticularly as  each  creditor  reflects  that  the  mercy 
which  he  would  willingly  extend,  his  neighbor 
will  certainly  reject.  Thus  is  the  merciless  re- 
munerated, while  he  who  indulges  the  common 
feelings  of  humanity  loses,  or  at  least  hazards,  the 
debt  without  benefiting  the  debtor.  Where  there 
are  many  claimant^,  tnere  will  always  be  some 
unfeeling  or  unjust ;  and  we  cannot  refuse  to  recol- 
lect how  much  it  is  in  the  power  of  a  single  in- 
dividual, for  how  insignificant  a  sum,  after  other 
means  of  satisfaction  are  exhausted,  to  produce  all 
the  evil  we  have  in  part  attempted  to  describe. 
That  this  unyielding  hardness  on  the  part  of  the 
creditor  is  by  no  means  so  unfrequent  as  we  could 
wish  to  believe,  does  but  Too  plainly  appear  when 
we  call  up  the  condition  of  the  English  jails,  at  a 
former  period,  during  more  than  a  century  and  a 
half  From  the  moment  that  imprisonment  for 
debt  was  first  granted  by  law,  to  the  time  when 
the  benevolent  system  of  bankruptcy  was  fully 
and  effectually  introduced,  we  find  them  crowded 
and  overflowing  with  the  miserable  victims  of  in- 
solvency to  an  almost  incredible  degree;  and  we 
much  fear  that  the  great  cities  and  commercial 
marts  of  our  own  country,  even  in  this  enlightened 
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and  philanthropic  age,  will  afford  ample  evidence 
of  a  strong  disposition  in  creditors  to  enforce  the 
right  of  imprisonment  in  its  severest  extent; 

llitherto  we  have  considered  this  important  sub- 
ject principally  on  the  side  of  mercy.  Your  me- 
morialists would  likewise  represent  it  on  the  side 
of  jastice.  The  law,  as  it  now  stands,  appears  to 
leave  a  wide  opening,  and  to  create  a  powerful 
temptation  to  fraud.  The  debtor,  who  has  noth- 
ing to  expect  from  compassion,  and  nothii  g  to 
feTr  from  detection,  has  little  inducement  to  an 
honest  disclosure  of  effects,  which,  if  utterly  sur- 
rendered, would  probably  but  ill  satisfy  the  rapa- 
city of  the  vultures  who  surround  him.  To  what 
bat  the  hopeless  severity  of  our  law  can  we  attrib- 
ute the  frequent  instances  of  fraudulent  convey- 
ances in  trust ;  of  fictitious  transfers  of  property  ; 
of  the  security  of  endorsers  before  any  liability  has 
attached,  or  who  have  perhaps  generated  a  spuri- 
ous credit  by  the  accommodation  of  their  names, 
with  an  understanding  that  no  liability  ever  should 
attach;  of  the  collusive  preference  of  one  or  more 
creditors  to  the  total  exclusion  of  the  rest;  and  the 
whole  complicated  tissue  of  deceit  which  may  be 
observed  in  daily  operation  to  sustain  the  credit  of 
a  tottering  house,  or  raise  it  from  its  fall  ?  The 
system  of  palpable  fraud  and  oppression  which  has 
tnus  grown  out  of  the  abuses  and  imperfections  of 
the  law  must  obviously  occasion  vast  impediment 
to  commercial  enterprise  and  skill.  By  it  credit  is 
greatly  affected  both  at  home  and  abroad.  Gen- 
eral insecurity  begets  mutual  distrust  We  know 
not  who  may  be  honest  till  he  has  been  tempted, 
and  we  have  no  certain  hold  on  dishonesty  in  the 
law.  If,  then,  it  should  seem  that  our  State  insol- 
vent acts,  so  far  as  they  may  tend  to  impair  the 
obligation  of  contracts,  are  unconstitutional  and 
void,  your  memorialists  would  suggest  to  your  im- 
partial inquiry  whether  the  practical  obligation  of 
contracts  is  not,  in  point  of  fact,  as  seriously  and 
more  frequently  impaired  by  the  existence  of  the 
evils  we  nave  thus  briefly  enumerated. 

There  is  one  other  remaining  ground  upon 
which  your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  suggest  the 
expediency  of  amendment  m  the  present  law  of 
satisfaction  for  debt.  Its  effects  upon  society  are 
believed  to  be  pernicious  in  an  alarming  degree  : 
and  yonr  memorialists  do  not  doubt  that  moral 
and  political  results  are  the  chief  and  peculiar  soli- 
citudie  of  enlightened  legislation.  Its  moral  effects 
are  believed  by  your  memorialists  to  be  pernicious 
in  an  alarming  degree^^hen  it  is  seen  that  in  cases 
of  insolvency  no  distinction  is  made  between  the 
unfortunate  and  the  profuse;  that  innocence  and 

Slit  are  alike  tenants  of  the  common  jail;  that 
I  compassionate  are  plundered,  and  justice  is 
cheated  of  its  right ;  that  the  honest  insolvent  is 
strongly  tempted  to  sacrifice  his  integrity,  and 
often  overpowered  ;  in  short,  that  only  the  fraudu- 
lent debtor,  by  the  secretion  of  property  no  loager 
hiS|  escapes  the  chief  penalties  of  the  law,  and 
only  the  hard-hearted  creditor,  by  rigorously  per- 
siKtmg  in  his  claim,  obtains  its  full  benefit.  Its 
political  effects  may  be  thought  not  less  alarmingly 
pernicious  when  a  large  number  of  respectable 
and  inrdustrious  citizens  are  reduced  to  idleness 


and  indiffence;  when  they  are  maintained  at  the 
charge  of  others  in  utter  uselessness  and  sloth,  as 
a  rotten  excrescence  that  is  draining  the  resources 
of  the  community;  when  they  may  have  been 
driven  by  long  continuance  of  unmerited  punish- 
ment to  absolute  despair ;  and  when  the  iniamy  of 
interminable  poverty  may  have  rendered  them  dis- 
affected and  factious. 

These  abuses  and  dangers  your  memorialists 
humbly  conceive  may  be  obviated  by  the  eslablishr 
ment  of  a  uniform  and  permanent  bankrupt  law  ; 
a  law  which  shall  at  once  satisfy  ju.siic«  and  hu- 
manity ;  which  shall  empower  the  creditor  to 
check  his  debtor's  ruinous  career  before  it  has 
wholly  divested  him  of  means;  which  shall  compel 
the  insolvent^  under  heavy  penalties,  to  a  full  dis- 
closure of  his  effects  and  of  his  credits;  which 
shall  destroy  all  collusive  intercourse  with  fraudo^ 
lent  creditors,  and  remove  all  probability  of  secret 
or  fictitious  conveyance;  which  shall  enforce  an 
absolute  cession  and  an  equal  distribution  of  the 
bankrupt's  property  in  satisfaction  of  all  lawful 
claims — a  law  whi(:h,  while  it  shall  threaten  frau^ 
ulent  bankrupts  with  its  severest  visitation,  shall,  on 
the  other  hand,  discharge  the  person  of  the  fair  and 
honorable  debtor  from  an  odious  and  unreasonable 
confinement ;  which  shall  rescue  his  future  acqui- 
sitions from  a  retrospective  liability :  and  which 
shall  establish  some  pecuniary  emolument  as  a 
reward  for  prudence  and  good  faith,  that  he  may 
be  enabled  to  renew  his  blighted  hopes,  and  by  the 
strength  of  honest  industry  reattain  to  usefulness 
and  honor. 

Your  memorialists  can  perceive  no  evil  result- 
ing from  a  system  of  bankruptcy  sufificient  to  coun- 
terbalance these  many  and  great  benefits ;  and  they 
would  particularly  represent  that,  in  their  opinion, 
the  agricultural  interer^t  can  never  suffer  from  a 
law  by  which  they  do  not  see  that  agriculturists 
are  in  any  way  affected,  excepting  as  they  may 
acquire  an  additional  hold  upon  the  merchant  for 
the  recovery  of  their  just  debts. 

Your  memorialists  have  thus  far  trespassed  on 
the  attention  of  the  Legislature  from  a  deep  coa> 
viction  of  the  importance  and  interest  of  the  sub- 
ject which  they  urge,  as  well  as  a  firm  belief  that 
their  suggestions,  at  the  present  juncture,  when 
commerce,  in  an  especial  manner,  demands  the 
fostering  hand  of  Government  to  protect  and  assist 
it,  and  when  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  have  recently  declared  that  all  State  insoU' 
vent  acts  which  anect  the  di.scharge  of  the  con- 
tract are  unconstitutional  and  void,  will  be  noticed 
with  that  indulgence  which  their  necessities  may 
seem  to  require,  and  that  the  United  States  of 
America  will  no  longer  be,  as  we  believe  it  now 
is,  the  only  commercial  nation  in  the  civilized 
world  utterly  destitute  of  any  general  provision  in 
the  nature  of  a  bankrupt  law. 

These  considerations  the  undersigned, merchants 
and  traders  of  Boston,  and  of  other  towns  within 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  humbly  submit,  with 
the  hope  that  such  measures  may  be  adopted  for 
the  relief  of  a  numerous  and  unfortunate  class  of 
citizens  as  Congress  in  its  wisdom  may  think  adr 
equate  to  that  desirable  end.    ^.,  ,,  ' 
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[Coinmanicsted  to  the  Hoow,  Jsnusry  6,  1830.] 
To  the  honorabU  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
aiives  of  the  United  States  uf  Anterica  : 
The  memorial  of  the  undersigned  respectfully 
represents :  That,  at  a  late  meeting  of  a  nuinber  of 
gentlemen  friendly  to  vaccination,   held  in  this 
city,  in  pursuance  of  a  public  notice  given  for  that 
purpose,  your  memorialists  were  chosen  a  board  of 
managers,  in  conjunction  with  Dr.  James  Smith, 
the  agent  appointed  by  the  President  under  author- 
ity of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "An  act  to  en- 
courage vaccination ;  to  organize  a  national  vac- 
cine institution  for  the  United  States  of  America, 
agreeably  to  a  plan  which  had  been  previously 
proposed  by  him,  and  for  the  support  of  which  con- 
siderable suois  have  been  subscribed."     It  has, 
therefore,  become  the  duty  of  your  memorialists  to 
solicit  your  serious  attention  to  this  important  sub- 
ject, and  if  the  views  of  our  association  fully  meet 
with  your  approbation,  we  mo.-t  respectfully  peti- 
tion and  pray  that,  you  will  grant  us  an  act  of  in 
corporation  to  enable  us  with  more  certainty  to 
carry  into  effect  the  plan  which  has  been  adopt- 
ed by  the  society  we  represent,   "to  secure  the 
preservation  and  distribution  of  the  true  vaccine 
matter,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States." 

Your  memorialists  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to 
enter  into  any  detail  of  facts  to  prove  to  you  the 
necessity  which  exists  of  your  giving  greater  en- 
couragement to  vaccination;  nor  yet  to  demon- 
strate the  many  advantages  which  the  public  noay 
reasonably  ejipect  to  derive  from  the  institution 
now  proposed  to  be  established  for  this  purpose. 
But  in  an  undertaking  which  appears  to  us  to  be 
so  intimately  connected  with  the  convenience, 
health,  and  general  welfare  of  our  fellow-citizens 
in  every  part  of  the  United  States,  it  becomes  us 
to  submit  for  your  consideration  some  of  the  most 
prominent  reasons  which  have  induced  us  to  en- 
gage in  it. 

1st.  The  small  pox,  which  is  a  contagious  dis- 
ease, and  one  of  the  most  fatal  and  destructive 
plagues  that  ever  affected  the  human  race,  vet  ex- 
ists in  our  country,  and  annually  destroys  the  lives 
of  many  of  our  fellow-citizens.  The  rich  and  the 
poor,  the  old  and  the  young,  are  alike  liable  to  take 
this  disease.  It  is  not  confined  to  any  particular 
place,  but  pervades  alike  our  cities  and  villages;, 
and,  searching  every  where  for  its  victims,  penetrates 
within  our  inmost  and  most  solitary  settlements. 
Neither  are  the  untutored  natives  of  our  land  se- 
cure from  this  plague ;  it  is  frequently  carried  into 
their  camps  and  villages,  and  produces  amraig 
them  the  utmost  consternation  and  despair. 

2d.  It  is  now  proven,  in  a  manner  so  fully  and 
clearly  as  to  admit  of  no  doubt  whatever,  that  the 
true  kine  pock  is  a  certain  preventive  of  small  pox, 
as  well  as  of  all  the  calamities  which  are  naturally 
attendant  on  it  This  remedy  is  never  attended 
with  any  danger,  and  may  be  safely  applied  by  any 
intelligent  person  who  is  furnished  with  the  mat- 
ter, due  care  being  taken  to  follow  the  simple  and 


easy  directions  which  are  now  given  with  it  for 
its  proper  management 

3d.  The  matter  of  the  true  kine  pock  (and  na 
other  can  have  any  effect  to  prevent  the  small 
pox)  is  of  foreign  origin,  and  is  not  knoWiD,a&haa 
been  asserted  by  some,  to  be  indigenous  in  ouz 
country.  The  peculiarly  delicate  nature  of  this 
matter  likewise  renders  it  so  extremely  liable  tQ^ 
perish,  that,  even  when  we  have  it  in  our  possefr* 
sion,  we  cannot  keep  it  active  in  our  hands,  except 
for  very  short  periods  of  time,  (depending  much 
upon  the  state  of  the  weather,)  without  renewing 
it  from  one  subject  to  another,  with  the  greatest 
regularity,  care,  and  attention.  From  these  unal-> 
terable  circumstances,  and  peculiar  qualities  in  the 
nature  of  the  vaccine  fluid,  there  are  hut  few  per- 
sons who  can  ever  pay  such  constant  and  unre- 
mitted attention  to  its  preservation  as  would  ena- 
ble them  to  furnish  it  with  any  degree  of  certainty 
when  it  might  be  most  wanted.  The  act  of  Con- 
gress to  encourage  vaccination  has  been  attended 
with  many  good  effects.  The  agent  appointed! 
under  this  law  has  been  successful  in  his  endeavors 
to  preserve  the  genuine  virus ;  and  from  him  the 
surgeons  of  the  army  and  navy,  as  well  as  the  citi*- 
zens  of  the  United  States  in  every  section  of  out 
country,  have  obtained,  without  interruption,  a  sup- 
ply of  this  remedy  as  often  as  they  have  foimd.it 
necessary  to  apply  to  him  for  iL 

In  England,  where  the  vaccine  remedy  was  Jrrt 
discovered,  a  solicitude  proportionate  to  the  diffi^ 
culty  of  preserving  it  has  been  uniformly  maiur 
iested  ;  and  various  institutions  have  been  estab- 
lished there  for  this  purpose,  under  the  direction  of 
the  most  respectable  characters.  Of  these  estah- 
lishments,  the  London  Vaccine  InstitiUion  is,  per-r 
haps,  the  most  celebrated  in  the  world.  In  many 
other  parts  of  enlightened  Europe,  the  most  zealous 
philanthropists  have  taken  an  active  part  in  dis- 
seminating the  kine  pock,  and  in  protecting  theiz 
fellow-men  from  destruction  by  small  pox. 

4th.  The  use  of  spurious  and  other  kinds  of  im.- 
proper  infection,  taken  in  mistake  for  the  real  kine 
pocK  matter,  has  often  occasioned  fatal  accidents, 
and  checked  the  progress  of  vaccination  in  phi«ea 
where  otherwise  it  would  have  been  cherished  axkd 
esteemed.     This  was  particularly  the  case  when, 
the  kine  pock  was  first  attempted  to  be  introduced 
into  New  York,  Marblehead,  Norfolk,  and  some 
,  other  places  in  this  country.     Citizens  who  have 
been  disappointed  in  this  way,  or  who  take  the 
small  pox  after  being  assured  that  they  have  had 
the  true  kine  pock,  are  very  apt  to  be  led  to  doalM 
the  efficacy  of  vaccination,  and  to  turn  a  deaf  ear 
forever  thereafter  to  every  proof  or  fact  which  can 
be  adduced  in  support  of  the  Jennerian  discovery. 
There  is  no  point,  indeed,  in  which  the  friends  of 
vaccination  are  so  liable  to  be  assailed,  or  in  which 
they  are  so  often  found  vulnerable,  as  in  their  liar 
bility  to  use  spurious  instead  of  the  genuine  vinis.. 
The  most  skilful  physicians  have  not  been  always 
exempt  from  making  mistakes  in  this  particular. 
The  illustrious  Jenner,  when  he  at  first  {u-omnl<- 
gated  his  discovery  to  the  world,  had  more  diffi- 
culties to  contend  with  on  this  score  than  on  any 
other.    He  then  informed  us.of  the  *'  extreme  del- 
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icacy  of  the  nature  of  the  vaccine  fluid,"  and 
showed  us  how  easily  it  could  be  "  disorganized." 
He  also  informed  us  that,  with  all  his  care  and 
attention,  "  an  unnatural  deviation  in  this  virus 
from  its  perfect  sUte  frequently  occurred  to  him." 
Dr.  Waterhouse,  of  Boston,  likewise  informs  us 
that,  "  about  the  latter  end  of  the  Autumn,  or  be- 
ginning of  the  Winter  of  1800,  the  vaccine  disease 
had  deviated,  in  his  opinion,  from  its  original  char- 
acter, and  assumed  a  face  with  which  he  was  not 
acquainted."  In  a  discovery  which  has  been  so 
recently  made  known  to  the  world,  and  which  is 
yet  so  imperfectly  understood  bv  any  of  us.  all 
these  difficulties  may  be  reasonably  expected  ;  and 
whenever  they  do  occur  to  any  practitioner,  it  is 
indispensably  requisite  that  he  should  desist  at  once 
from  operating,  and  not  attempt  to  vaccinate  any 
one  until  furnished  with  fresh  matter,  taken  from 
some  true  and  genuine  source.  The  application  of 
the  vaccine  matter  is  in  itself  a  very  simple  business, 
and  has  been  often  intrusted  to  operators  of  very 
little  skill ;  but  it  requires  some  considerable  knowl- 
edge of  this  matter  to  enable  any  practitioner  to 
select  the  best  for  bis  use,  or  to  discriminate,  with 
accuracy,  between  the  true  vaccine  and  the  many 
counterfeit  affections  whick  are  liable  to  be  mis- 
taken for  it.  We,  therefore,  deem  it  to  be  of  essen- 
tial importance  that  some  central  and  responsible 
institution  should  be  established  wherein  an  unin- 
terrupted supply  of  genuine  matter  should  be  main- 
tained, and  from  which  it  ought  to  be  regularly 
dispensed,  on  the  most  free  and  liberal  terms  possi- 
ble, to  all  who  want  it.  To  relieve  the  public  from 
all  doubt  or  uncertainty  in  a  matter  of  so  much 
importance  to  them,  the  purity  and  efficacy  of  this 
virus  should  be  occaj>ionally  tested,  and  the  result 
of  these  necessary  precautions  should  be  faithfully 
communicated  to  tne  public  from  time  to  time. 

5th.  Another  and  a  very  important  advantage  of 
such  an  institution  as  has  been  proposed,  must 
arise  from  its  great  convenience  to  the  whole  com- 
munity. The  public  authorities,  as  well  as  private 
citizens,  are  all  alike  interested  in  this  establish- 
ment. The  surgeons  of  the  army  and  navy  re- 
quire a  constant  supply  of  the  vaccine  matter,  and 
they  cannot  procure  it  with  certainty  on  any  terms 
except  through  the  medium  of  some  institution  of 
this  kind.  An  honorable  committee  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  in  a  report  on  this  subject, 
dated  February  3,  1818,  gave  it  as  their  opinion, 
and  the  Government  of  our  country  has  adopted  it 
as  a  just  and  proper  precaution,  that  "  the  vaccina- 
tion of  those  persons  belonging  to  the  army  and 
navy,  who  had  never  had  the  small  pox,  was  dic- 
tated by  duty  as  well  as  interest."  But  the  preser- 
vation of  the  vaccine  matter,  as  has  been  already 
intimated,  is  altogether  incompatible  with  the  du- 
ties which  the  surgeons  in  service  are  bound  to 
perform ;  it,  therefore,  becomes  necessary  for  us  to 
supply  them  with  this  remedy  as  often  as  they 
may  have  occasion  to  use  it.  But,  independent  of 
these  facilities  which  the  public  authorities  will 
derive  from  this  institution,  our  fellow-citizens  of 
every  description  will  be  most  happily  accommo- 
dated, (when  necessity,  perhaps,  may  compel  them 
to  resort  to  it,)  by  knowing  how  and  where  they 


can  obtain  with  certainty  a  proper  supply  of  this 
matter.  Therr  are  but  few  among  us  who  Kgard 
as  we  ought  any  danger  which  is  at  a  distance,  or 
out  of  our  immediate  view;  and  there  are  many 
who,  under  these  circumstances,  cannot  be  per- 
suaded to  make  any  provision  whatever  against  it. 
Many  families  who,  when  the  best  opportunity 
was  offered,  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  use  the 
kine  pock,  have  afterwards,  when  they  became 
accidentally  exposed  to  the  contagion  of  small  pox, 
searched  with  avidity  for  this  remedy,  and  risked 
their  lives  upon  the  first  portion  of  matter  they 
could  procure  from  any  source.  Many  persons,  in 
the  moment  of  danger  to  a  whole  neighborhood, 
have  sent  messenger  after  messenger,  and  one  ex- 
press after  another,  to  very  distant  places,  in  the 
greatest  precfpitation,  and  sometimes  without  be- 
ing able  to  procure  any  matter  upon  which  they 
could  place  their  dependence.  The  fatal  conse- 
quences which  are  liable  to  flow  from  proceedings 
of  this  kind,  point  out  to  us,  in  the  plainest  and 
most  forcible  manner,  the  necessity  of  preserving 
this  invaluable  matter  with  the  greatest  care  in 
some  convenient  and  well  known  place,  from 
whence  it  may  be  obtained  at  a  moment's  notice, 
and  distributed  free  of  every  impediment,  and  to 
any  extent  it  may  be  demanded. 

6th.  There  is  at  this  present  time  a  very  large 
majority  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  liable 
to  take  the  variolous  disease;  and,  of  those  who 
are  liable  to  be  affected  by  it,  there  is  not  one-half 
of  them  who  are  willing  to  submit  to  be  vacci- 
nated, unless  they  are  urged  to  it  by  their  immedi- 
ate exposure  to  the  contagion  of  small  pox.  This 
universal  carelessness  or  unwillingness  in  most 
people  to  give  themselves  any  trouble,  or  to  incur 
any  expense  on  this  account,  unless  impelled  by 
some  immediate  danger,  cannot  be  too  harshly 
condemned ;  it  is  discouraging  in  the  extreme,  and 
seems  to  forbode  to  our  country,  at  some  future 
period  of  time,  a  more  serious  calamity  by  small 
pox  than  we  have  ever  experienced  from  it.  We 
should,  therefore,  take  heed  in  time,  and  endeavor, 
by  our  constant  care  and  unremitted  attention,  to 
preserve  the  kine  pock  in  its  purity  and  excellence. 
The  more  universal  its  use,  tne  more  effectual  and 
certain  will  be  our  future  protection  and  safety 
from  small  pox. 

In  the  years  1815  and  1816  the  cities  of  New 
York  and  Philadelphia  became  much  infected  with 
the  small  pox,  and  from  them  it  was  soon  carried 
into  many  other  towns  and  seaports  within  the 
United  States;  from  these,  again,  it  was  commu- 
nicated to  others,  and  carried  into  the  interior  of 
our  country,  where  it  has  existed  ever  since.  Be- 
tween the  months  of  February,  1815,  and  April. 

1816,  their  records  inform  us  that  one  thousand 
one  hundred  persons  had  been  diseased  of  small 
pox  in  the  city  of  New  York  alone,  and  that  of 
these  two  hundred  and  ninety-three  had  died.  la 
Philadelphia,  from  January  2,  1807,  to  January  1, 

1817,  (omitting  three  years,  from  which  no  ac- 
count was  received,)  six  hundred  and  twenty-five 
persons  died  of  small  pox !  We  have  thus  indu- 
bitable proof  that  upwards  of  nine  hundred  of  our 
fellow-citizens  have  fallen  a  sacrifice  within  a  few 
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years  past  to  this  plague  in  these  two  cities  alone. 
But  if  it  were  possible  for  us  to  bring  into  one 
view  the  sum  total  of  all  the  mortality  and  con- 
sequent injury  which  has  been  sustained  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  United  States  by  small  pox  within 
even  a  few  years  past,  the  exposition  could  not  fail 
to  excite  a  corresponding  feeling  in  yours,  as  well 
as  in  the  mind  of  every  person  who  is  capable  of 
comprehending  its  extent  or  magnitude.  If  this 
destruction  of  our  fellow-creatures  were  unavoida- 
ble, it  would  certainly  be  most  proper  for  us  to  be 
silent,  and  to  submit  to  it  with  due  humility  of 
heart,  as  is  our  duty  under  every  dispensation  of 
Providence.  But  the  evils  here  complained  of  are 
not  unavoidable ;  they  might  with  greater  propri- 
ety be  said  to  be  of  our  own  creating,  for  most  cer- 
tainly they  are  the  natural  effect"  of  our  neglecting 
an  acknowledged  duty.  In  corroboration  of  this 
opinion,  we  can  state  to  you,  on  authority  which 
cannot  be  controverted,  that  during  the  same  pe- 
riod of  time  above  mentioned,  when  the  small  pox 
committed  such  ravages  in  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia, it  was  likewise  introduced  into  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  but  it  was  soon  extinguished  again  with 
very  little  difficulty  ;  and  we  are  well  convinced, 
from  experience,  that,  if  proper  care  were  always 
taken  to  vaccinate  immediately  when  the  small  pox 
first  appears  in  any  place,  we  could  soon  subdue 
and  eradicate  this  plague  entirely  from  our  coun- 
try. If  that  disheartening  apathy,  however,  which 
pervades  the  community  in  regard  to  the  danger 
of  small  pox  when  out  of  view  cannot  be  roused 
into  action  by  any  means  within  our  power,  the 
small  pox  must  continue  to  exist  among  us,  and 
we  must  occasionally  suffer  severely  for  our  neglect 
of  the  extraordinary  remedy  which  a  merciful  and 
kind  Providence  has  furnished  us  to  prevent  it. 

Every  citizen,  therefore,  of  a  discerning  mind, 
who  has  the  prosperity  of  his  country  and  the  wel- 
fare of  the  human  family  sincerely  at  bis  heart, 
will,  we  hope,  give  the  proposed  plan  of  a  "  Na- 
tional Vaccine  Institution"  his  zealous  support, 
and  endeavor  to  bring  as  many  individuals  as  he 
can  under  the  healing  influence  of  vaccination. 
Every  child  properly  vaccinated  will  afford  to  the 
rest  of  the  community  one  additional  security,  at 
least,  against  the  future  prevalence  of  small  pox  ; 
and  in  the  same  proportion  as  we  can  increase 
these  securities,  so  also  we  will  raise  up  numerous 
impregnable  barriers  to  the  introduction  and  spread- 
ing ot  the  variolous  contagion  among  us. 

Signed  by  Josiah  Meigs,  Wm.  H.  Clendinen, 
Tho.  Henderson,  Stephen  B.  Balch,  E.  B.  Cald- 
well, James  Smith. 

Washington  City,  D.  C,  Jan.  1,  1820. 


UNIFORM  SYSTEM  OF  BANKRUPTCY. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  January  10,  1830.] 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repretentativea  of  the 
United  State*  in  Congress  assembUd  .- 

i'  The  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
the  city  of  New  York  respectfully  showeth : 
That,  when  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  of 


the  United  States  gave  Congress  power  to  estab- 
lish uniform  laws  upon  the  subject  of  bankruptcies 
throughout  the  United  States,  they  must  have  fore- 
seen that  the  commercial  intercourse  among  the 
several  States  might  at  some  future  period  become 
so  extensive  and  important  as  to  render  it  advisable, 
if  not  necessary,  for  Congress  to  exercise  the  power 
thus  given  to  them.  Your  memorialists  beg  leave 
most  respectfully  to  suggest  for  the  consideratioa 
of  Congress  whether  the  period  has  not  arrived 
which  the  Convention  foresaw,  when  the  interests 
of  the  country  require  that  the  power  vested  in 
Congress  upon  this  subject  should  be  exercised. 

Among  other  things  which  bind  the  people  of 
the  United  States  together  as  one  nation,  our 
commercial  intercourse  with  each  other  must  be 
considered  by  every  enlightened  statesman  as  a 
band  of  no  insignificant  importance ;  the  regula- 
tion of  it  was,  therefore,  wisely  intrusted  by  the 
Constitution  to  Congress.  To  an  extensive  and 
flourishing  internal  and  foreign  commerce,  it 
seems  to  your  memorialists  that  a  general  system 
of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States  is 
essential.  In  cases  where  misfortune  overtakes 
and  ruins  a  merchant  in  any  part  of  the  United 
States,  (and  what  merchant  is  there  whom  mis- 
fortune may  not  overtake  and  ruin  ?)  it  is  certainly 
important  that  some  plan  should  be  adopted  by 
which  his  creditors  in  every  part  of  the  United 
States  should  stand  upon  an  equal  footing,  hare 
an  equal  chance  of  receiving  a  dividend  of  his 
estate,  and  equal  means  of  knowing  in  what  man- 
ner his  property  is  to  be  disposed  of. 

Your  memorialists  believe  that  no  other  plan 
than  a  uniform  bankrupt  law  can  be  adopted  to 
effect  these  desirable  ends;  without  it,  in  cases 
where  a  merchant  fails,  his  creditors  do  not  all 
stand  upon  the  same  footing.  In  some  of  the 
States,  in  case  of  a  debtor  absconding,  a  differ- 
ence is  made  by  law  between  the  remedies  against 
him  afforded  to  persons  residing  within  the  State 
and  those  residing  in  other  States.  In  the  State 
of  New  York,  il  a  merchant  fails  and  absconds 
from  the  State,  leaving  property  within  it,  a  citi- 
zen of  New  York  may  sue  out  an  attachment 
against  the  property  which  he  has  left  behind 
him,  but  a  citizen  of  another  State  cannot.  It  is 
true,  indeed,  that  the  property  when  attached  is 
for  the  benefit  of  all  his  creditors ;  but  it  is  equally 
true  that  if,  before  he  absconds,  the  debtor  has 
foresight  enough  to  pay  his  creditors  in  New 
York,  he  may  leave  his  property  in  the  State 
with  perfect  safety,  and  bis  creditors  in  othfr 
States  cannot  touch  it. 

Without  a  general  bankrupt  law,  all  the  credi- 
tors of  a  merchant  who  fails  have  not  an  equal 
chance  of  receiving  a  dividend  from  his  estate. 
When  a  merchant's  affairs  become  embarrassed 
in  any  of  our  commercial  cities,  (the  practice  is 
so  uniform  that  it  has  become  a  perfect  system,) 
he  assigns  all  his  property  in  the  first  place  to  pay 
his  confidential  friends,  who  have  lent  him  their 
names  and  their  money,  and  thus  given  him  a 
false  credit,  which  has  been  the  means  of  his  im- 
posing upon  others ;  or  he  has  already  assigned,  as 
security  for  usurious  loans  procured  from  some  of 
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tbe  harpies  who  infest  all  our  cities,  every  thing 
thai  he  has  of  any  value ;  his  honest  business 
creditors  get  nothing.  The  truth  of  this  has  been 
felt  and  will  be  acknowledged  by  almost  every 
commercial  man  in  the  United  States. 

Without  a  general  bankrupt  law,  it  is  manifest 
that  all  the  creditors  of  an  unfortunate  or  di.slion- 
est  merchant  have  not  equal  means  of  knowing 
how  and  in  whit  manner  his  property  is  to  he 
disposed  of,  unless  they  can  be  presumed  to  be 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  laws  of  every 
State  in  which  they  may  have  a  debtor  residing. 

Your  memorialists  cannot  but  express  their 
strong  conviction,  founded  upon  experience,  that  I 
a  general  bankrupt  law  is  es.sential  to  secure  any 
thing  like  a  just  and  equal  distribution  of  prop- 
erty among  the  creditors  of  unfortunate  merchants. 
Your  memorialists,'  however,  beg  leave  most  re- 
spectfully to  suggest  that,  although  the  security  of 
creditors  is  the  tirst  and  great  object  of  a  bankrupt 
law,  yet  the  relief  of  unfortunate  debtors,  who 
have  honestly  given  up  their  property  for  the  ben- 
efit of  their  creditors,  is  another  object  of  it. 

Your  memorialists  forbear  to  urge  those  argu- 
ments which  are  calculated  to  operate  upon  the 
heart,  by  approaching  it  through   the  feelings  of 
compassion  in  favor  of  the  unfortunate,  for  reasons 
which  will  readily  suggest  themselves ;  but  they 
beg  leave  to  state  that  the  situation  of  the  United 
States  seems  in  their  opinion  to  require,  as  a  mere 
matter  of  State  policy,  that  merchants  who  have 
become  unfortunate  should  not  from  that  moment 
be  considered  as  drones  in  the  political  hive,  unable 
in  any  way  to  contribute  to  the  general  welfare. 
Misfortune  is  apt  enough  to  drive  mankind  to  des- 
peration, to  palsy  all  manly  exertion,  and  to  make 
the  stoutest  man  a  mere  infant.     The  laws  of  the 
country  should  encourage  the  unfortunate  to  future 
exertion,  and   not  sink  them  deeper  in  despair; 
they  should  hold  out,  as  objects  worthy  of  his  fu- 
ture industry,  the  support  of  his  family,  who  by 
his  exertions  may  yet  become  respectable,  and  the 
re-establishment  of  his  own  reputation,  which,  al- 
though sullied  by  misfortune,  may  yet,  through 
honest  industry  and  exertion,  become  brighter  than 
ever.     By  doing  do,  the  State  is  certainly  benefit- 
ed, because  it  is  iu  inter^t  to  encourage  industry, 
and  to  excite  as  much  as  possible  the  exertions  of 
all  its  citizens  in  some  honest  pursuit.     The  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  having  decided 
that  the  State  Legislatures  have  no  authority  to 
discharge  insolvent  debtors  from  their  debts,  unless 
Congress  in  their  wisdom  shall  think  proper  to  in- 
terfere and  pass  a  general  bankrupt  law,  a  mer- 
chant who   becomes  unfortunate  in  the   United 
States  must  be  content  for  the  residue  of  his  life 
to  become  a  charge  upon  his  friends  or  his  coun- 
try.    The  consequences  of  such  a  state  of  things 
upon   the  commercial   prosperity  of  the  Uniteid 
States  your  memorialists  leave  to  those  to  deter- 
mine upon  whom  the  duty  of  regulating  and  pro- 
tecting our  commerce  is  intrusted  by  the  Constitu- 

tlOD. 

Your  memorialists  most  respectfully  pray  that 
Congress  will  pass  a  law  establishing  a  general 
system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States, 


which  they  believe  is  called  for  by  the  best  intem 

ests  of  the  country.  *■ 

And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray,  dec.        ' 

WILLIAM  BAYARD,  PretidtiU.    -• 

John  Pintaro,  Secrdary. 


..,«-  n 


PROHIBITION  OF  SLAVERY  IN  MISSOURL.', 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  January  13,  18S0.]}4 
Newport,  DtctvAn  22,  1819.  ' 
At  a  late  and  numerous  meeting  held  at  the 
State  House,  pursuant  to  notice,  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  into  consideration  the  expediency  of  pre- 
senting a  petition  to  Congress  to  prohibit  the  in- 
troduction of  slavery  into  any  State  or  Territory 
that  may  hereafter  be  admitted  into  the  Union, 
Thomas  G.  Pitman,  Esq.,  was  called  to  the  chair. 
After  reading  the  circular  letter  from  the  New 
York  committee  on  this  very  interesting  subject, 
and  likewise  their  address  to  the  American  peopl^ 
which  was  followed  by  considerable  debate  ana 
many  applicable  remarks,  the  following  resolutions 
were  almost  unanimously  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Caleb  Green. 
John  Slocum,  Thomas  Peckham,  and  Edward 
W.  Lawton,  be  a  committee  to  draught  a  memo- 
rial to  Congress,  praying  them  to  prohibit  the  fur- 
ther extension  of  slavery  into  anjr  Territory  that 
may  be  admitted  into  the  union  of  the  States. 

Resolved,  That  David  BuflFum,  David  Buffum,' 
junior,  Benjamin  Hadwen,  John  Slocum,  Ste- 
phen Gould,  Clarke  Rodman.  Job  Sherman,  Thos. 
H.  Mumford,and  Edward  W.  Lawton,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  obtain  signatures  to  the  said  memorial, 
and  forward  the  same  to  Congress  as  soon  as  may^ 
be.  '  I 

Agreeably  to  the  first  recited  resolution,  the  un- 
dersigned, having  prepared  the  annexed  memorial, 
respectfully  submit  the  same  to  the  citizens  of  the 
town  of  Newport  and  its  vicinity  for  their  appro- 
bation and  signatures. 

THOMAS  PECKHAM,    * 
DUTEE  J.  PEARCE, 
CALEB  GREEN, 
'  JOHN  SLOCUM,  ■ 

EDW.  W.  LAWTON. 

To  tht  HonordbU  Senate  of  tJu  United  States  : 
The  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Newport,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  with 
reference  to  the  bill  now  pending  before  your 
honorable  body^  authorizing  the  people  ot  the 
Territory  of  Missouri  to  form  a  State  Govern- 
ment, and  for  other  purposes,  respectfully  show- 
eth: 

That  slavery,  as  it  now  exists  in  the  United 
States,  in  the  opinion  of  your  memorialists,  can 
never  be  made  a  matter  oi  reproach  to  the  exists 
ing  Government  or  the  present  generation.  It 
was  an  evil  introduced  into  the  colonies  by  the 
parent  State,  and  acquiesced  in  to  a  great  degree 
by  the  colonies  themselves,  in  an  age  when  the 
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traffic  in  slaves  was  pursued  by  all  aations  with- 
out a  suspicion  of  its  enormity. 

The  Northern  colonies  participated  in  it  equally 
with  the  Southern,  and  the  navigation  of  the 
New  England  ports,  and  particularly  of  this  town, 
was  employed  continually  on  the  African  coast, 
in  the  transportation  of  slaves  to  the  different 
American  markets,  and  by  means  of  American 
capital.  There  can  be  no  reproach,  therefore,  cast 
anon  our  Southern  brethren  for  the  introduction 
o!  this  evil,  which  as  your  memorialists  conceive, 
will  not  equally  attach  itself  to  ourselves  and  to 
the  English  nation.  We  were  all  equally  di.s- 
posed  to  embark  in  the  traffic,  and  to  avail  our- 
selves of  its  proceeds,  and  the  guilt,  if  any  there 
be,  must  be  shared  in  an  equal  degree  by  tne  par- 
ties concerned.  The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  as  'm  well  known  to  your  honorable  body, 
after  giving  Congress  an  unlimited  power  to  reg- 
ulate commerce,  with  certain  reservations  as  to 
the  intercourse  between  the  respective  States,  pro- 
vides "  that  the  migration  or  importation  of  such 
persons  as  any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall 
think  proper  to  admit  shall  not  be  prohibited  by 
the  Congress  prior  to  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eight ;  but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  im- 
poaed  on  such  importation,  not  exceeding  ten  dol- 
lars for  each  person." 

As  the  reservation  here  mentioned  related  merely 
to  the  direct  trade,  an  act  was  passed  as  early  as 
A.  D.  1794  making  it  unlawful  tor  any  citizen  of 
the   United   States,  or  alien  residing  therein,  to 
transport  in  American  bottoms  the  inhabitants  of 
any  kingdom,  place,  or  country,  to  any  other  for- 
eign kingdom,  place,  or  country,  to  be  sold  and  dis- 
posed 01  as  slaves,  or  from  the  United  States  to 
any  foreign  kingdom,  place,  or  country ;  and,  by 
a  subsequent  act,  it  was  made  penal  to  hold  prop- 
erty in  any  vessel  whatever  so  employed,  or  to 
serve  on  board  such  vessel,  whether  American  or 
foreign.     The  direct  trade,  as  is  known  to  your 
honorable  body,  had  become  limited  to  one  or  two 
States,  by  the  enlightened  views  that  prevailed  in 
the  Soutn,  even  before  Congress  had  the  authority 
to  interpose  for  itself.     And  when  the  Constitu- 
tional  period  to  which   the  limitation  on   their 
power  extended  was  about  to  expire  by  the  pros- 
pective act  of  March  2d,  A.  D.   1807,  it  was  de- 
clared unlawful  to  import  or  bring  into  the  United 
States   any   negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color, 
with  the  intent  to  bold,  sell,  or  dispose  of  such  ne- 
gro, mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  as  a  slave,  after 
the  1st  day  of  January,  1808.     This  law,  as  is 
well  known  to  your  honorable  body,  has  since  been 
modified  by  another  act,  principaUy  with  respect 
to  its  penalties ;  and,  finally,  eniorced  by  a  law  of 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  authorizing  the  Pre- 
sident to  employ  the  armed  vessels  of  uie  United 
Slates  on  the  American  and  African  coasts,  to  ap- 
point agents  to  reside  in  Africa,  and  to  offer  boun- 
ties for  the  slaves  released.     Thus,  the  United 
States  have  the  honor  of  being  the  first  to  advocate 
and  the  first  to  adopt  those  humane  and  enlight- 
ened measures  which,  after  twenty  years'  earnest 
and  eloquent  exhortation,  have  become  the  pride 
ft»4  the  glory  of  the  States  of  Europe. 


If  the  people  of  this  country,  as  is  the  opinion 
of  your  memorialists,  were  responsible  for  the  con« 
tinuance  of  the  slave  trade  after  the  government 
of  the  States  and  the  Union  had  passed  into  their 
own  hands,  it  is  equally  incumbent  on  your  me> 
morialists,  and  all  others  who  enjoy  the  protection 
of  our  mild  and  equal  laws,  to  confine  the  ext8l>^ 
enceof  slavery  within  the  narrowest  limits  ponsi- 
ble.  To  say  nothing  of  its  utter  inconsistency 
with  the  ^nius  of  our  republican  institutions^ 
and  of  its  tatal  effects  on  the  principles  and  morals 
of  men,  the  simple  circumstance  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  has  entirely  prohibited 
the  importation  of  slaves,  directly  or  indirectly, 
as  your  memorialists  have  set  forth,  is  sufficient 
of  itself  to  enforce  on  us  the  duty.  But  it  will  be 
in  vain  that  Congress  shall  prohibit  the  traffic  in 
slaves  under  the  severest  penalties,  or  that  the 
President  be  disposed  to  exert  himself  to  the  ut- 
most to  enforce  these  provisions,  if  an  immense 
market  is  to  be  opened  in  the  territories  of  the 
West  for  the  unhappy  victims  of  this  traffic.  The 
inevitable  result  of  such  a  course  of  proceedings 
must  be,  as  your  memorialists  apprehend,  to  in- 
crease the  temptations  to  introduce  them  illegally,  , 
already  too  great,  and  fatal  to  the  morals  and  in- 
dustry of  your  constituents.  It  cannot,  then,  escape 
the  notice  of  your  honorable  body  that  the  outlet 
of  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributary  waters,  and 
generally  of  the  streams  that  flow  into  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  is  placed  by  nature  in  a  region  beyond 
almost  any  other  in  the  Union,  open  to  an  illicit 
trade — a  low  alluvial  country,  abounding  in  inlets, 
remote  from  any  dense  population,  in  the  vicinitv 
of  Cuba,  a  great  depot  and  slave  mart — and  afford- 
ing temptations  innumerable  to  a  traffic  in  slaves 
from  the  education  and  habits  of  the  people  of 
Louisiana.  The  experience  of  the  Government 
has  exactly  corresponded  to  what  your  memorial- 
ists would  have  presumed  to  be  the  case.  We  re- 
fer your  honorable  body  to  the  explicit  testimony 
of  the  collector  of  the  customs  at  New  Orleans, 
(Mr.  Beverly  Chew,)  in  his  letters  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of  the  pirati- 
cal establishment  at  Galveston  ;  and  to  the  state- 
ment made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and 
never  contradicted,  that  above  14,000  slaves  were 
introduced  into  the  United  Sutes  in  that  year, 
and  principally  through  these  outlets.  We  would 
ask,  then,  with  all  deference  to  your  honorable 
body,  what  can  be  more  feasible  to  the  unnrinci- 
pledf  men  engaged  in  this  business  than,  after  the 
Louisiana  market  is  glutted,  to  introduce  slavery 
to  any  extent,  and  with  perfect  impunity  to  them- 
selves, into  the  Missouri  State,  if  Congress  should 
unhappily  countenance  its  existence?  Your  me- 
morialists cannot  doubt  for  a  moment  that  this 
would  really  be  the  case,  and  they  are  persuaded 
that  it  has  already  taken  place,  to  an  alarming  ex- 
tent, under  the  territorial  laws. 

But  admitting,  for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  as 
your  memorialists  are  will in^f  to  admit,  that  the 
number  of  slaves  introduced  into  the  Union  from 
foreign  countries,  and  in  violation  of  your  laws, 
must  ever  be  inconsiderable,  your  memorialisUtare 
still  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  unwise  in  Con- 
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gress  to  permit  the  extension  of  slavery  in  the  new 
States.  The  slaves  which  might  then  be  intro-  | 
duced  into  Misi>ouri,  from  the  Union  at  large, 
would  multiply,  as  your  memorialists  conceive,  to 
a  degree  hitherto  unknown  in  this  country,  not 
only  from  the  increased  facilities  of  i^ubsistence, 
but  the  comparative  mildness  of  her  climate. 
Whilst  these  causes  were  operating  to  perpetuate 
the  evil  in  the  West,  the  slave  population  in  the 
Atlantic  States  must  of  necessity  rise  with  the  de- 
mand for  labor  and  the  means  of  life;  and  the 
event  would  be,  as  your  memorialists  can  confi- 
dently predict,  that  the  number  of  persons  of  this 
unhappy  description  in  the  United  States  would 
be  a  thousandfold  greater  than  if  the  slaves  were 
confined,  as  your  memorialists  would  advise,  to  the 
States  now  holding  them. 

We  would  ask,  with  all  deference  to  your  honor- 
able body,  when  and  where  is  this  evil  to  cease  ?  If 
it  be  permitted  to  the  people  of  Missouri,  there  is  no 
reason  that  your  memorialists  can  conceive  why  it 
may  not  be  allowed  to  the  inhabitants  of  every  part 
of  Louisiana  within  the  treaty  of  limits.  And,  with- 
out pretending  to  any  uncommon  sagacity  on  this 
subject,  It  is  easy  for  your  memorialists  to  foresee 
that  this  will  certainly  be  the  case,  without  the  in- 
terposition of  the  General  Government.  If  the 
United  States  had  no  experience  whatever  of  the 
effects  of  slavery,  and  it  were  still  a  problem  how 
far  it  might  be  beneficial  to  a  State  to  tolerate  its 
existence  in  the  mildest  form,  it  would  appear  more 
credible  to  your  memorialists  that  citizens  of  the 
United  Slates  might  be  found  who  would  be  wil- 
ling to  make  the  untried  experiment  in  our  new 
territory. 

But  with  the  convictions  which  our  colonial  his- 
tory and  every  day's  experience  are  forcing  on  the 
minds  of  your  constituents;  with  the  acknowl- 
edged fact  that  slavery  was  introduced  among  us 
in  an  unenlightened  and  fanatical  age,  and  that, 
for  nearly  two  centuries,  it  has  been  progressively 
fruitful  of  the  most  unhappy  results  in  this  coun- 
try ;  and  knowing,  as  we  well  do,  its  effects  on  the 
state  of  agriculture,  the  manufacturing  and  me- 
chanic arts,  and  generally  on  the  industrious  and 
profitable  habits  of  a  people,  and  their  domestic 
peace — to  think  of  introducing  such  a  state  of 
things,  and  of  choice,  too,  in  a  new  country,  is  to 
your  memorialists  perfectly  inconceivable. 

Your  memorialists  are  well  aware  that  it  may 
be  a  yerv  obvious  reply  to  the  statement  of  your 
memorialisUi,  that,  adiiMtting  the  reasonableness 
of  what  your  memorialists  have  set  forth,  it  is  still 
incumbent  on  them  to  show  that  Congress  have  a 
right  to  prescribe  this  condition  to  a  sovereign 
State.  Your  memorialists  might  be  content,  on 
this  occasion,  to  refer  to  the  uniform  practice  ot 
the  Government,  and  to  the  well  known  fact  that 
this  very  condition,  and  many  others,  besides,  have 
been  made  in  almost  every  instance  the  bases  of 
their  admission  into  the  Union  whenever  new 
States  have  been  formed  out  of  our  old  domain. 
There  is  nothing,  as  your  memorialists  can  per- 
ceive, in  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  by  which  Louisiana 
was  ceded  to  this  country,  that  makes  it  necessary 
for  the  United  States  to  depart  from  the  practice. 


It  simply  requires  of  this  Government  that  the 
Territory  in  question  shall  be  admitted  into  the 
Union  as  soon  as  possible,  and  upon  the  principles 
of  the  Federal  Constitution — that  is,  as  your  me- 
morialists understand  it,  precisely  in  the  same 
manner  as  other  States  have  been  admitted.  And, 
in  point  of  fact,  when  the  southern  section  of  this 
Territory,  under  the  name  of  Louisiana,  was  about 
to  be  formed  into  a  State,  it  was  required  of  it  to 
conform,  not  to  the  condition  we  have  mentioned, 
indeed,  (for  the  situation  of  the  Territory  entirely 
forbade  it,)  but  other  conditions  were  made  pre- 
liminary to  this  favor  and  implyinjg  an  equal  de- 
gree of  power  in  the  party  prescribing  them. 

It  is  well  known  to  your  honorable  body  that  it 
was  made  a  positive  condition  with  Louisiana, 
not  only  that  the  lands  of  the  United  States  with- 
in her  jurisdiction  should  never  be  taxed,  and  that 
all  purchasers  of  said  lands  should  enjoy  the  same 
immunity  for  five  years  after  their  purchases,  but, 
what  is  equally  remarkable,  it  is  provided  that  the 
trial  by  jury  shall  be  secure  to  her  citizens  in  all 
criminalcases, and  that  the  laws  which  such  State 
shall  pass  shall  be  promulgated,  and  its  records,  of 
every  description,  shall  be  preserved,  and  its  judi- 
cial and  legislative  written  proceedings  conducted 
in  the  language  in  which  the  laws  and  the  Judi- 
cial and  legislative  written  proceedings  of  the 
United  States  are  now  published  and  conducted. 
Your  honorable  body  is  doubtless  wdl  informed 
that,  in  the  Spanish  and  French  colonies  establish- 
ed on  this  continent,  the  civil  law,  which  never 
recognised  our  institution  of  juries,  was  intro- 
duced at  a  very  early  period.  And  in  the  province 
of  Louisiana,  though  it  had  often  changed  mas- 
ters, and  had  been  at  times  the  property  ot  France 
and  Spain,  the  French  language  was  principally 
in  use.  These  were  circumstances,  as  your  me- 
morialists conceive,  of  no  small  import  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Louisiana,  considering  the  nature  of  their 
education  and  descent,  and,  to  the  apprehension 
of  your  memorialists,  quite  as  much  a  matter  of 
internal  regulation  as  the  holding  of  persons  to 
involuntary  servitude.  And  yet  your  honorable 
predecessors  of  the  twelfth  Congress,  in  the  exer- 
cise, as  your  memorialists  conceive,  of  their  right- 
ful constitutional  power  to  make  the  admission  of 
a  State  into  the  Union  conditional,  and  of  the 
duty  incumbent  on  Congress  to  guaranty  to  each 
State  a  republican  form  of  government,  did  pre- 
scribe to  Louisiana  as  your  memorialists  have  set 
forth. 

But  your  memorialists  are  persuaded  that,  if  no 
such  precedents  were  to  be  found  in  the  laws  of 
the  Union,  and  the  Constitutional  history  of  this 
Government  were  not  full  of  examples  to  confirm 
their  theory,  it  would  still  be  very  manifest  that 
Congress  has  ample  power  to  impose  this  condi- 
tion, particularly  trom  an  examination  of  the  Con- 
stitution, in  the  third  and  fourth  sections  of  its 
fourth  article,  and  that  the  objections  drawn  from 
the  nature  of  the  State  sovereignties  are  altogether 
unfounded. 

But  your  memorialists  forbear  to  pursue  a  dis- 
cussion to  which  your  honorable  body  must  be  far 
more  competent  than  they  can  pretend  to  be.   They 
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will  merely  observe  to  the  Senate  that,  to  their 
apprehension,  a  question  of  greater  magnitude, 
and  involving  considerations  oT  higher  moment  to 
the  interests  and  happiness  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, has  never  been  submitted  to  the  decision  of 
Congress.  They  believe  that  your  honorable  body 
must  be  ambitious  of  remembrance,  and  of  grate- 
ful remembrance,  in  after-times ;  and  they  cannot 
conceive  of  a  more  enviable  distinction  than  that 
it  shall  be  the  happy  result  of  your  beneficent 
measures  that  in  the  wildest  and  most  fruitful  re- 
gion of  this  great  continent,  and  at  no  remote  day, 
not  one  human  being  is  denied  his  natural  and  in- 
alienable rights.  And  your  memorialists  humbly 
pray  that  a  provision  may  be  inserted  in  the  bill 
now  pending  before  your  honorable  body  authoriz- 
ing the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri  to  form 
a  State  government,  and  for  other  purposes,  forbid- 
ding the  extension  of  slavery  in  said  State. 


PROHIBITION  OF  SLAVERY  IN  MI8S0URL 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  January  18,  1820.] 
At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Hartford  and  its 
vicinity,  held  at  the  State  House,  on  Friday,  the 
3d  day  of  December,  1819,  pursuant  to  public  notice, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the 
subject  of  permitting  slavery  in  such  States  as  may 
hereafter  oe  admitted  into  the  Union,  John  T. 
Peters  was  appointed  chairman,  and  J.  W.  Ed- 
wards, secretary. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted : 
Resolvedy  That  the  existence  of  slavery  in  this 
Republic  is  an  evil  deeply  to  be  lamented,  and 
utterly  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  a  Republican 
Government. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting, 
the  peculiar  phraseology  of  the  preamble  to  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  declaring  that  '-all 
men  are  created  equal,"  &c.,  shows  conclusively 
that  the  illustrious  authors  of  that  document  never 
contemplated  the  further  extension  of  slavery  in 
these  United  States. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting. 
Congress  possesses  the  clear  and  indisputable  right 
to  prescribe  the  terms  upon  which  any  territory 
may  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  an  independent 
State ;  and  that  a  contrary  doctrine  would  not  only 
tend  to  destroy  that  order  and  harmony  so  indis- 

Eensable  to  the  happiness  and  union  of  these  States, 
ut  would  prostrate  the  powers  confided  to  the 
General  Government  by  the  Constitution. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  a  duty  the  American  people 
owe  to  their  Republican  character,  and  the  honor 
and  glory  of  their  country,  to  endeavor  by  all  hon- 
orable and  lawful  means,  to  prevent  the  further 
extension  of  slavery,  which  we  consider  to  be  con- 
trary to  the  spirit  of  our  free  and  excellent  Con- 
stitution, and  injurious  to  the  highest  interests  of 
the  nation. 

Resolvedj  That,  while  we  lament  the  efforts  which 
the  Representatives  in  the  last  Congress  from  the 
slaveholding  States  made  to  extend  an  evil  which 
all  unite  in  deploring,  the  thanks  of  this  meeting 


are  eminently  due  to  those  members  who  so  ably 
and  zealously  opposed  the  admission  of  slavery  into 
the  proposed  State  of  Missouri. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senators  and  Representatives 
in  Congress  from  this  State  be  requested  to  use 
every  honorable  and  Constitutional  exertion  to 
prevent  the  admission  of  slavery  into  any  new 
State  which  may. be  formed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  Thomas  S.  Williams, 
Rev.  Thomas  H.Gallaudet,  Hon.  Sylvester  Wells, 
and  Hon.  John  T.  Peters  be  a  committee  to  draught 
a  memorial  to  Congress  upon  this  subject,  which 
shall  comport  with  the  spirit  of  these  lesolutions. 

Resolved,  That  the  Chairman  of  this  meeting  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  forward  a  copy  of 
these  resolutions  and  memorial  to  the  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress  from  this  State. 

Resolved,  That  Michael  Bull,  Nathaniel  Good- 
win, Charles  Babcock,  Oliver  E.  Williams,  Chas. 
L.  Porter,  Thomas  Huntington,  Joseph  B.  Gilbert, 
E.  Bolles,  Samuel  Huntington,  Eiihu  Olmsted, 
Azor  Hatch,  and  Roderick  Terry  be  a  committee 
to  solicit  signatures  to  the  said  memorial ;  and  that 
the  several  printers  of  newspapers  in  this  State  be 
requested  to  publish  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting. 
JOHN  T.  PETERS,  Chairman. 
JONA.  W.  EDWARDS,  Secretary. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  tn  Congress  assembted: 

The  memorial  of  the  tmdersigned,  inhabitants 
of  the  city  of  Hartford  and  its  vicinity,  in  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  respectfully  represents :  That,  as 
your  present  session  will  probably  furnish  the  oc- 
casion of  deciding  a  question  which  deeply  involves 
the  character  and  prosperity  of  the  vast  Republic 
over  whose  interests  yuu  are  called  by  Providence 
to  preside ;  the  welfare  of  that  countless  posterity 
whoare  to  inherit  from  usall  that  can  render  human 
life  a  blessing  or  a  curse ;  and  the  fate  of  thousands 
of  our  fellow-men,  whose  dearest  rights  have  been 
so  long  sacrificed  to  the  plea  of  necessity  or  of  in- 
terest, we  deem  it  a  sacred  duty  which  we  owe  to 
ourselves,  to  our  country,  and  our  God,  to  make 
use  of  that  invaluable  privilege  which  our  excellent 
Constitution  affords  us,  of  attempting  to  influence 
the  Councils  of  the  nation,  by  every  consideration 
and  motive  which  justice,  honor,  and  a  sound  pol- 
icy will  sanction,  ere  the  final  step  be  taken,  which, 
if  a  wrong  one,  will  shroud  the  prospects  of  our 
country's  happiness  and  glory  in  shades  of  the  deep- 
est gloom. 

In  doing  this,  we  avow  that  no  influence  actuates 
us  but  the  purest  patriotism.  We  would  rise  su- 
perior to  that  ignoble  jealousy  which  weighs  all 
political  questions  in  the  petty  scale  of  mere  State 
interest,  and  measures  every  proceeding  of  the 
National  Legislature  by  the  contracted  standard 
of  advantage  to  the  Northern  or  Southern,  the 
Eastern  or  Western  sections  of  our  common  coun- 
try. We  would  feel  as  Americans,  and  present  to 
your  respectable  body  only  such  considerations  as 
are  worthy  of  the  regard  of  those  who,  in  their 
least  important  as  well  as  most  momentous  deci- 
sions, should  fix  a  single  eye  upon  the  general  hap- 
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piness  of  millions  who  are  to  constitute,  under  the 
auspices  ol  prudent  and  magnanimous  councils,  a 
great  and  happy  people. 

We  are  inspired  with  a  lively  hope  that  what  we 
may  Tenture  to  suggest  will  be  weighed  with  care- 
fulness and  candor  when  we  call  to  mind  the  hon- 
orable and  energetic  measures  which  Congress  has 
of  late  adopted  to  check  the  future  progress  of 
slavery  in  the  United  States — measures  which,  we 
trust,  will  yet  derive  resistless  eflScacy  from  the  co- 
operation of  the  whole  Christian  world,  from  a  vigi 
lant  enforcemeut  by  those  officers  whose  province 
it  is  to  carry  them  into  effect,  and  from  the  repeat- 
ed adoption  of  .such  future  auxiliary  provisions  as 
the  elusive  cunning  of  the  traffickers  in  human 
Uood  may  yet  render  necessary  to  wipe  from  the 
character  of  man  one  of  its  foulest  stains.  Most 
unhappy  will  be  the  result  if  the  accession  of  new 
States  to  the  Union,  by  granting  them  the  privilege 
of  holding  a  portion  of  their  ieilow-oKn  in  band- 
ar ^ouTd  prove  to  be  the  discomfiture  of  tbose 
^eaerous  efforts  which  are  made  to  prevent  our 
vast  portion  of  this  western  hemisphere  from  be- 
ing any  longer  the  disgraceful  prison-house  of  the 
onfortuoate  sons  of  Africa. 

That  the  Constitution  invests  Congress  with 
ample  power  to  impose  a  restriction  with  regard  to 
slavery  upon  such  States  as  may  from  time  to  time 
be  admitted  into  the  Union,  the  territory  of  which 
lies  out  of  the  original  limits  of  the  United  States, 
we  think  there  can  be  no  doubt.  The  Union  is 
indeed  a  compact  of  independent  and  sovereign 
States ;  but  it  is  a  compact  whose  base  rests  on 
tlie  principles  which  all  the  States  avowed  in  their 
combined  struggle  for  freedom  ;  on  the  principles 
of  relative  justice,  of  mutual  sacrifices  of  interest 
for  the  general  welfare,  and  of  a  surrender  of  in- 
dividual rights  to  promote  the  strength  and  pros- 
perity of  one  common  Republic. 

These  principles,  which,  under  Providence,  gave 
vigor  to  the  resistance  of  the  colonies  against  the 
usurpation  of  the  mother  country,  and  a  happy 
result  to  that  resistance,  did  not  cease  to  have  a 
binding  force  upon  the  States  when  the  conflict  for 
liberty  was  over,  and  when,  assuming  again  for  a 
little  while  their  original  sovereignly,  they  de- 
liberated in  their  individual  capacity  upon  the 
adoption  of  such  a  form  of  government  as  would 
i»«st  secure  to  them  and  their  posterity  the  bles- 
mga  for  which  they  had  been  contending.  They 
were  unshackled,  it  is  true,  by  the  restrictions 
of  may  written  instrament,  but  they  were  still 
bound  to  each  other  by  the  ties  of  honor  and  justice. 
Wlien  weiod  them  proclaiming  to  the  world  as 
one  of  the  principles — nay,  as  the  fundamental 
principle  under  which  they  had  acted  in  concert — 
**^tkat  ail  men  are  created  equal ;  that  they  are 
endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  inalienable 
rights  ;  that  among  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the 
pursuit  of  happiness,"  can  we  cast  such  a  re- 
proach upon  the  worthies  who  conducted  their 
councils  as  to  suppose  that  they  meant  entirely  to 
abandon  this  princij^,  or  not  to  feel  its  force? 
li«  application,  indeed,  was  waived  with  reference 
to  those  States  whose  policy  led  them  to  make  it 
a  condition  of  their  adc^ioa  of  the  Federal  Con- 


stitution that  they  should  retain  the  privilege  of 
holding  slaves,  and  that  these  slaves  should  go  to 
increase  the  mass  of  their  population  who  should 
be  entitled  to  a  voice  in  our  National  Councils. 
But  this  was  done  in  the  spirit  of  compromise; 
and  the  original  principle  which  was  avowed  in 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  revives,  in  all  its 
primitive  force,  with  reference  to  any  new  States 
which  may  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  and  which 
lie  out  of  the  limits  of  those  States  who  made  the 
compromise;  so  that  no  argument  in  ftivor  of  the 
absolute  and  entire  sovereignty  of  nt-w  States  is 
more  fallacious  than  that  drawn  from  a  supposed 
analogy  between  their  relation  to  the  Union  and 
that  which  existed  between  the  States  who  origi- 
nally  fprmed  this  Union. 

There  has  never  been  a  period  in  our  history 
since  the  time  of  our  first  resistance  to  Great  Britain 
that  a  greater  or  less  surrender  of  the  rights  of 
State  sovereignty  has  not  been  made  for  the  gen- 
eral good ;  and  if,  for  the  same  object,  such  a 
surrender  is  now  demanded  of  any  portion  of  our 
country  that  wbhes  te  enjoy  the  privilege  of  be- 
coming a  State,  it  has  no  right  to  complain  of 
partial  treatment ;  and  unfounded  indeed  is  such  a 
complaint,  when  the  surrender  required,  or  the 
restriction  imposed,  is  sanctioned  bv  one  of  the 
fundamental  principles  of  the  ^reat  cnarter  of  our 
liberties ;  a  departure  from  which,  for  reasons  that 
DO  new  State  can  now  urge,  was  once  reluctantly 
made  in  order  to  secure  the  unanimous  adoption 
of  the  Federal  Constitution. 

Surely,  if  the  States  who  were  the  original  par- 
ties to  the  compact  had  a  right  to  stipulate  with 
each  other  with  regard  to  the  surrender  which 
each  should  make  of  some  portion  of  its  sover- 
eignty for  the  common  weal,  they  have  now  the 
right,  through  Congress,  as  their  organ,  to  make 
similar  stipulations  for  tne  same  object  with  those 
who  are  to  become  new  parties  to  the  compact. 
The  only  question,  then,  that  remains  is,  has  the 
Constitution  empowered  Congress  to  act  as  this 
organ?  The  third  section  of  the  fourth  article  of 
that  instrument  says:  "New  States  may  be  ad- 
mitted by  the  Congress  into  this  Union  ;  but  no 
new  States  shall  be  formed  or  erected  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  any  other  State,  nor  any  State  be 
formed  by  the  junction  of  two  or  more  States,  or 
parts  of  States,  without  the  consent  of  the  Legis- 
latures of  the  States  concerned,  as  w^l  as  of  the 
Co»gress."  The  fair  eonstruction  of  thb  lai»- 
guage  is,  that  Congress  is  to  judge  of  the  expe- 
diency of  admitting  new  States  into  the  Union, 
and  also  of  the  terms  of  their  admission;  and,  lest 
this  power  vested  in  Congress  should  seem  to  en 
croach  upon  the  sovereignty  of  the  States  who 
were  actually  parties  to  the  compact,  their  consent 
is  made  necessary  in  case  new  States  are  formed 
out  of  them,  or  by  their  junction  ;  which  evidently 
proves  that,  in  all  other  cases,  the  power  of  Con- 
gress was  to  be  complete  and  unrestricted.  As 
the  Constitution  nowhere  gives  any  portion  of 
territory,  or  any  mass  of  population,  the  right  to 
force  it'vlf  into  the  Union ;  and  as  it  nowhere  de- 
scribes the  precise  conditions  upon  which  new 
States  may  be  admitted,  but  refers  the  whole  sub- 
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ject  in  the  most  general  terms  to  Coo^^ess,  it  seems 
to  result  from  the  very  necessity  oi  the  case,  as 
well  as  from  the  fair  interpretation  of  the  Consti- 
tution, that  Congress  must  judge  of  the  expediency 
and  of  the  conditions  of  all  such  admissions.  This 
power  Congress  has  more  than  once  exercised ; 
nor  have  the  various  restrictions  which  it  has  im- 
posed upon  several  of  the  new  States,  as  the  terms 
of  their  admission  into  the  Union,  been  heretofore 
considered  any  infringement  of  the  Constitution, 
or  undue  encroachment  upon  State  sovereignty. 
Good  faith,  therefore,  will  be  strictly  kept  with 
those  who  have  become  subject  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  by  the  treaty  of  the 
cession  of  Loui5iana,  if,  upon  their  wishing  to  be 
made  a  new  State,  they  are  required,  as  a  condi- 
tion of  this,  to  pledge  themselves  to  interdict 
slavery  within  their  limits;  for,  although  the 
treaty  stipulates  that  they  shall  be  incorporated 
into  the  Union  of  the  United  States,  and  admitted 
as  soon  as  possible  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the 
rights,  advantages,  and  immuniues  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  yet,  all  this  is  to  be  done,  as 
the  same  treaty  stipulates,  "according  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Federal  Constitution."  Like  every 
other  citizen  of  the  United  States,  a  citizen  of 
the  contemplated  new  Slate  will  hare  ttie  privi- 
lege of  holding  slaves  in  those  States  where  slavery 
is  permitted ;  and,  like  other  citizens,  be  debarred 
this  privilege  in  States  where  slavery  is  not  per- 
mitted. Nor  does  it  at  all  affect  the  merits  of  the 
case  that  his  own  happens  to  be  one  of  these  States. 
Without  going  into  any  detail  of  argument,  the 
same  reasoning  applies,  mntatis  MtUandis^  with  con- 
clusive force  to  the  objection  which  is  raised  to 
the  proposed  restriction  against  the  existence  of 
slavery  in  any  new  State,  from  that  article  in  the 
Constitution  which  provides  that  "the  citizens  of 
each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and 
immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  States." 

So  far  from  injustice  being  done  to  the  slare- 
holding  States  by  the  proposed  restriction,  which 
it  is  contrnded  by  many  would  be  the  case,  we 
feel  it  a  duty  we  owe  to  ourselves,  as  citizens  of  a 
State  in  which  slavery  is  forbidden,  to  urge  upon 
the  consideration  of  your  respectable  body,  the 
constituted  guardian  of  our  political  rights  and 
liberties,  that  the  permission  ofslavery  in  the  new 
Stat^  will  be  an  unwarrantable  departure  from  the 

firinciples  of  that  compromise  which  it  iseonfcased 
cd  to  the  formation  of  that  part  of  the  Constitu- 
tion which  gives  to  the  slavcholding  States  such 
«n  influence  in  the  councils  of  the  nation  from  a 
great  mass  of  the  population  who  are  not  recog- 
nised or  treated  as  freemen.  This  was,  in  feet,  a 
bargain  made  between  distinct  and  independent 
contracting  parties,  and,  in  good  faith,  this  bargain 
ought  not  to  be  stretched  in  its  application  to  any 
mm  parties,  without  the  consent  of  all  those  who 
originally  made  it. 

But  these  considerations  are  merged  in  the  more 
important  ones  of  national  policy  and  interest. 
The  evils  which  are  already  felt,  and  the  more 
dreadful  ones  which  are  to  be  feared,  from  the  ex- 
istence ofslavery  in  our  country,  will,  in  thf  opinion 
of  your  meiQorialists,  be  greatly  enhanced  oy  the 


extension  to  new  Stales  of  the  privilege  of  holding 
their  fdlow-men  in  bondage.  With  all  due  re- 
gard to  the  best  interests  of  those  of  our  fellow- 
citizens  who  are  at  present  immediately  exposed 
to  those  evils,  we  do  sincerely  believe  that  their 
safety,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Umon,  depends  upon 
keeping  the  slave  population  of  our  country  witnin 
the  narrowest  passible  limits.  If  coercion  be  ne- 
cessary, it  can  be  mo&t  easily,  promptly,  and  suc- 
cessfully applied.  If  dangers  are  to  be  apprehend- 
ed, they  will  most  quickly  be  perceived.  If  plans 
of  gradual  emancipation  are  to  be  adopted,  they 
will  be  more  efficaciously  carried  into  effect. 
Philanthropy  has,  indeed,  pleaded  in  behalf  of 
those  who  are  in  bondage,  that  their  condition  will 
be  meliorated  by  scattering  them  over  a  greater 
extent  of  territory.  Admitting  that  this  might  in 
some  instances  be  the  case,  yet  the  prospect  of  a  final 
deliverance  from  this  miserable  captivity  would 
be  diminished,  if  not  destroyed  ;  and  that  cupidity, 
which  now  is  cunning  enough  to  elude  the  watch- 
ful eye  of  civil  authority,  would  have  i>ew  tempta- 
tions presented  to  excite  its  more  iosatiftble  de- 
sires ;  new  markets  would  be  opened  for  its  cruel 
enterprises  ;  and  the  places  of  those  who  might  be 
carried  to  spread  the  contagion  of  this  terrible 
moral  disease  into  regions  which  are  yet  unsullied 
by  its  contamination  would  soon  be  supplied  by  a 
succession  of  fresh  victims.  Besides,  we  depre- 
cate the  diffusion  of  the  slavcholding  spirit,  so  in- 
compatible with  tlie  noble  and  ingenuous  character 
of  freemen ;  so  unhappy  in  the  association  which 
it  forms  in  the  minds  of^the  rising  generation,  who 
are  the  hope  and  stay  of  our  country  ;  so  inconsist- 
ent with  the  manly  attitude  which  we  have  taken 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth  as  the  asserters 
of  human  freedom  ;  so  destructive  of  the  physical 
strength  of  a  State,  by  impressing  on  the  brow  of 
honest  labor  the  mark  of  servitude  and  disgrace  ; 
so  discouraging  to  the  gradual  progress,  through  a 
vast  and  growing  territory,  of  a  bold  and  hardy 
yeomanry,  tillers  of  their  own  soil,  and  its  most 
able  defenders ;  so  hostile  to  the  temper  of  that 
religion  which  is  at  once  the  brightest  ornament 
and  surest  str«igth  of  a  people ;  and  so  ungrate- 
ful in  its  exercise  towards  that  Being  to  whose 
justice  we  appealed  for  nrotection  when  we  our- 
selves felt  the  pressure  oi  that  very  yoke  of  bond- 
age which  now  bears  with  a  more  galling  and 
cruel  weight  on  thouuiods  of  our  feUow-men. 
He  delivered  us  from  the  yoke,  and  he  has  crown- 
ed that  deliverance  with  a  profusion  of  the  choicest 
blessings.  Wfaat  do  we  not  owe  to  his  goodness! 
In  making  such  appeals,  we  boast  of  no  moral 
superiority  over  our  Southern  brethren.  W6  well 
know  that  this  dreadful  curse  was  entailed  upon 
them,  and  that  too  many  of  our  own  citizens  have 
contributed  to  its  continuance.  We  sympathize 
with  them  in  any  evils  from  this  source  which 
they  fed,  or  dangers  which  they  may  fear.  We 
rejoice  with  them,  too,  in  any  prospects  which  a 
I  kind  Providence  may  be  opening  for  the  gradual 
and  complete  ddiverance  of  our  common  country 
from  this  stain  upon  its  reputation  and  canker  of 
its  prosperity;  we  hail,  with  them,  the  dawning 
of  a  happier  day,  when  the  combined  efibrtsof  onr 


2463 


APPENDIX. 


2464 


I 

i 


I 


Attorney  General  of  the  United  States. 


own  and  the  other  nations  of  the  earth  shall  gen- 
erously redress  the  wrongs  of  injured  Africa,  and, 
if  possible,  repay  her  suflerines,  by  raising  her 
from  her  present  state  of  moral  and  political  de- 
gradation to  ihejsnjoyment  of  all  those  privileges 
for  the  possession  of  which  she  is  now  stretching 
forth  her  supplicating  hands. 

It  is  to  give  our  own  favored  nation  the  best 
opportunity  to  take  such  a  part  as  wisdom  and 
prudence  may  suggest  in  this  noble  work  of  be- 
nevolence; to  shield  it  against  the  imputation 
under  which  it  has  too  long  labored,  that  it  can 
wield  with  one  arm  the  weapons  of  war  against 
its  oppressors,  while  it  rivets  with  the  other  the 
chains  of  bondage  upon  its  unhappy  victims  ;  and, 
in  the  mean  time,  to  furnish  it  with  the  best  safe- 
guard against  the  evils  which  may  result  from  its 
misfortune  or  its  crime,  that  we  have  united  with 
others  of  our  fellow-citizens  in  the  object  of  this 
memorial,  which  we  lay  before  your  respectable 
body,  with  the  assurance  that,  as  it  rests  upon  the 
immutable  basis  of  truth  and  justice,  its  influence 
will  not  be  lost.  *      " 


M'  rC 


ATTORNEY  GENERAL. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  March  29,  1820] 
Attorney  General's  Office. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
state  of  this  office,  and  to  some  material  defects 
which.  I  think,  exist  in  the  laws  in  relation  to  it, 
with  the  view  that  the  subject,  if  you  shall  think 
it  of  sufficient  importance  to  merit  this  course, 
may  be  presented,  through  your  committee,  to  the 
consideration  of  Congress  before  they  rise. 

The  commission  of  the  Attorney  Greneral  "  au- 
thorizes and  empowers  him  to  execute  and  fulfil 
the  duties  of  that  office  according  to  law."  The 
only  law  which  points  out  those  duties  is  the  act 
of  Congress  of  the  24th  of  September,  1789,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  establish  (he  judicial  courts  of  the 
United  States,"  the  thirty-fifth  section  of  which 
act  creates  the  office,  and  designates  its  duties  in 
the  following  words:  "And  there  shall  be  ap- 
pointed a  meet  person,  learned  in  the  law,  to  act 
as  Attorney  General  for  the  United  Staled,  who 
shall  be  sworn  or  affirmed  to  the  faithful  execu- 
tion of  his  office;  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  prose- 
ctite  and  conduct  all  suits  in  the  Supreme  Court 
in  which  the  United  States  shall  be  concerned, 
and  to  give  his  advice  and  opinion  upon  questions 
of  law,  when  requested  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  or  when  requested  by  the  Heads  of 
any  of  the  Departments,  touching  any  matters 
that  may  concern  their  Departments."  It  is  to  be 
observed  that  there  is  no  duty  which  the  President 
or  any  Head  of  Department  performs  which  does 
not  involve  some  principle  of  law  under  the  head 
either  of  the  national  or  conventional  law  of 
nations.  Constitutional  law,  or  municipal  law; 
consequently,  there  is  no  duty  which  belongs  to 
either  of  those  officers  on  which  he  has  not  the 
right  to  require  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, and  on  which  it  is  not  continually  required  j 


and,  in  relation  at  least  to  questions  on  municipal 
law,  (which  are  incessantly  occurring,)  it  is  un- 
derstood that  the  Heads  of  Departments  consider 
the  advice  of  the  law  officer  conclusive. 

In  the  operations  of  an  office  whose  sphere  of 
action  is  so  wide,  and  whose  decisions  are  of  such 
extensive  and  unremitting  practical  effect,  it  would 
seem  to  be  of  consequence  to  the  nation  that  some 
degree  of  consistency  and  uniformity  should  pre- 
vail; but  it  is  obvious  that  these  can  be  attained 
in  no  other  way  than  by  putting  the  incumbent 
for  the  time  being  in  full  possession  of  all  the 
official  opinions  and  acts  of  nis  predecessors. 

Under  this  impression,  when  I  had  the  honor  of 
receiving  the  appointment,  my  first  inquiry  wa« 
for  the  books  containing  the  acts  of  advice  and 
opinions  of  my  predecessors.  I  was  told  there 
were  none  sucn.  I  asked  for  the  documents  be- 
longing to  the  office,  presumine  that  at  least  the 
statements  of  cases  which  had  been  submitted  for 
the  opinion  of  the  law  officer  had  been  filed,  and 
that  1  should  find  endorsed  on  them  some  note  of 
their  advice  in  each  case;  but  my  inquiries  re- 
sulted in  the  discovery  that  there  was  not  to  be 
found,  in  connexion  with  this  office,  any  trace  of 
a  pen  indicating,  in  the  slightest  manner,  any  one 
act  of  advice  or  opinion  which  had  been  given  by 
any  one  of  my  predecessors,  from  the  first  founda- 
tion of  the  Federal  Grovernment  to  the  moment  of 
my  inquiry.  Thus,  the  gentlemen  who  have  held 
this  office  in  succession,  having  no  guide  as  to  the 
past,  have  been  in  constant  danger  of  being  in- 
volved themselves,  and  involving  the  Departments 
which  depended  on  their  counsel,  in  perpetual  col- 
lisions and  inconsistent  ies,  and  exposing  the  Grov- 
ernment to  that  kind  of  degradation  which  never 
fails  to  attend  an  unsteady  and  contradictory 
course. 

In  noticing  the  omission  to  keep  these  record.s, 
and  preserve  the  statements  and  documents,  I  am 
very  far  from  intending  any  censure  on  my  predtv 
cessors,  for  no  law  had  enjoined  it  on  them  as  t 
duty  ;  and  from  the  multitude  and  variety  of  ques- 
tions which  are  unavoidable  pressing  upon  this 
office  throughout  the  year,  it  is  very  apparent  that 
the  plan  which  I  suggest  could  not  have  been 
executed  without  an  expense  in  clerk  hire  here, 
fuel,  stationery,  &c.,  for  which  there  is  no  provi- 
sion by  law. 

After  this  explanation,  I  submit  it  to  you,  fir, 
with  great  deference,  whether  it  would  not  be  ex- 

Eedient  that  some  provision  be  made,  by  law,  for 
eeping  a  record  of  the  opinions  and  official  cor- 
respondence of  the  Attorney  General  in  his  office, 
and  for  preserving  in  his  office  the  documents  sub- 
mitted for  his  advice. 

Again :  the  subjects  on  which  the  Attorney 
General  is  occasionally  consulted,  and  those  on 
which  he  has  to  act  in  the  Supreme  Court,  turn 
not  unfrequently  on  the  local  laws  of  the  sev- 
eral States ;  but  these  have  not  been  furnished  to 
his  office,  and  the  omission  is  a  serious  practical 
evil.  Would  it  not  be  well  that  the  office  of  the 
Attorney  General  should  be  supplied  with  these 
laws  7 
Another  defect  seenas  to  me  to  exist  in  the  law 
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as  it  now  stands.    You  will  observe  that   the 
only  law  which  prescribes  the  duty  of  the  Attor- 
ney General,  and  which  I  have  already  quoted, 
limits  the  obligation  upon  him,  and  consequently 
limits  his  rights  to  give  official  ad  vice  and  opinions 
to  cases  in  which  he  shall  be  called  upon  by  the 
President,  or  by  any  of  the  Departments,  touching 
any  matters  which  may  concern  their  Departments. 
But  I  am  told  (and,  in  my  short  experience,  I  have 
already  found  it  true,  in  part)  that  the  advice  and 
opinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  in  his  official 
character,  are  called  for  by  the  committees  of  Con- 
gress, standing  and  special,  by  all  the  district  at- 
torneys, collectors  of  customs,  collectors  of  the 
public  taxes,  and  marshals  throughout  the  United 
States,   by    courts-martial,    military    and   naval, 
wheresoever  they  may  sit,  dte.    If  it  be  advisable 
to  open  the  office  of  the  Attorney  Greneral  to  ap- 
plications of  this  kind,  I  submit  it  to  you,  sir,  whe- 
ther it  would  not  be  expedient  to  have  it  provided 
for  by  law.     1st,    That  the  several  officers  and 
public  bodies  which  have  been  mentioned,  instead 
of  resting  on  the  personal  courtesy  of  the  Attorney 
General,  may  be  authorized  to  call  for  his  opinion 
as  a  matter  of  right;  and  2dly,  (which  strikes  me 
as  being  of  equal  if  not  superior  importance,)  that 
the  Attorney  General  himself  may  be  justified  in 
giving  an  official  opinion  in  these  cases;  for,  in  a 
Government  of  laws  like  ours,  it  seems  to  nw  of 
importance  that  the  influence  ofevery  office  should  j 
be  confined  within  the  strict  limits  prescribed  for 
it  by  law.     It  cannot  be  questioned,  from  the  con- 
nexion of  the  Attorney  General  with  the  Execu-  i 
tive  branch  of  the  Grovernment,  that  his  advice  ' 
and  opinions,  given  as  Attorney  General,  will  have  i 
an  official  influence  beyond  and  independent  of! 
whatever  intrinsic    professional  merit  they  may 
pouess ;  and  whether  it  be  sound  policy  to  permit 
this  officer,  or  any  other  under  the  Grovernment, 
even  on  the  application  of  others,  to  extend  the 
influence  of  his  office  beyond  the  pale  of  the  law, 
and  to  cause  it  to  be  felt  where  the  laws  have  not 
contemplated  that  it  should  be  felt,  is  the  point 
which  1  beg  leave  to  submit  to  your  consideration. 
There  is,  however,  a  strong  objection  to  any  new 
provision  which  should  go  to  open  the  office  of  the 
Attorney  General,  as  now  organized,  to  applica- 
tions beyond  the  provision  of  the  act  of  1789.    It 
is  this:  I  am  convinced  that  no  single,  unassisted 
individual,  whatever  may  be  his  strength,  his  hab- 
its of  industry,  or  the  system  and  celerity  of  his 
movements,  could  discharge,  in  a  manner  satisfac- 
tory to  himself  or  the  nation,  the  vast  load  of  du- 
ties which  would  be  thus  thrown  upon  him,  with- 
out devoting  himself  to  them  solely  and  exclu- 
sively.    The  very  frequent  calls  which  are  regu- 
larly and  nroperly  made  upon  his  office  under  the 
act  of  1789,  and  the  careful  and  elaborate  exami- 
nation which  it  is  often  necessary  to  bestow  upon 
these  subjects,  are  found  to  be  sufficient,  in  con- 
nexion with  the  Attorney  General's  duties  in  the 
Supreme  Court,  to  give  the  office,  at  present,^  al- 
most constant  occupation;  and  if,  in  addition  to 
these  duties,  he  shall  be  placed  under  a  legal  obli- 
gation to  answer  all  the  other  calls  which  have 
been  raeniioned,  he  must  unavoidably  abandon 
16th  Con.  1st  Sess.— 78 


1  entirely  the  individual  pursuits  of  his  profession, 
'  and  rest  for  the  .support  of  bis  family  on  the  salary 
I  attached  to  the  office.    Even  under  the  duties  as 
they  now  exist,  very  little  time  is  left  to  the  Attoik 
^  ney  Greneral  to  aid  the  salary  of  his  office  by  in^- 
yidual  engagements — a  fact  which  may  explain, 
j  in  part-  the  frequent  resignations  of  this  offiee 
which  nave  heretofore  occurred. 
I      I   would  not   have  troubled   you  with  them 
i  suggestions  at  this   time,   but   that   the  subject 
■  strikes  me  as  being  of  so  much  practical  impor- 
tance to  the  nation  as  to  merit  consideration,  and 
that  it  relates  to  an  office,  the  defective  organiza- 
tion of  which,  however  grievous  to  the  incumbent, 
or  injurious  to  the  public,  would  not  be  apt  to 
force  itself  on  the  notice  of  others. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

WM.  WIRT. 

Hon.  Hugh  Nelson, 

Chairman  Jvdiciary  Com.  H.  R. 


WASHmaroN,  March  28, 1820.  : 
Dear  Sir  :  I  understand  that  the  appropriation 
bill,  as  it  passed  the  House  of  Representatives,  it 
now  before  the  Senate;  and,  not  having  observed 
who  is  the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  whool 
the  subject  will  belong,  I  beg  leave  to  call  yoor 
attention  to  a  change  which  has  been  made  in  the 
appropriation  relative  to  the  office  of  AttorMf 
Greneral. 

In   the  year  1818,  I  addressed  a  letter  to  tke- 
chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  relative  to  the  slate  in  which 
I  had  found  the  office  of  the  Attorney  General^ 
and  the  causes  that  had  produced  it.     Mr.  Strother^ 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  has  now  a  copy 
of  that  letter,  which  you  will  please  receive  froi* 
him.     This  representation  made  it  manifest  that 
the  public  good  required  the  appointment  of  a 
clerk  to  record  those  official  opinions  of  the  la"# 
officer  of  the  Government  by  which  the  movements 
of  the  several  Departments  were  regulated,  in  orde^ 
to  preserve  consistency  and  harDK)ny  in  the  opera* 
tioas  of  the  Government  in  execution  of  our  hiws, 
under  every  change  of  the  public  officers.     A  clerk 
was  accordingly  appointed,  at  a  salary  of  ^,000 
per  annum  ;  but  as  it  was  idle  to  appoint  a  clerlT, 
and  allow  rooms  for  an  office,  without  allowing 
also  stationery,  fuel,  and  a  boy  to  attend  to  IM 
menial  duties  of  the  office,  a  small   contingent 
fund  of  8500  was  allowed  to  procure  these  artides, 
the  whole  of  which  were  strictly  for  the  pOhlii 
good. 

I  UBilersUnd  that  the  House  of  Representatirea 
have  stricken  off"  0200  from  the  salary  of  the  clerk, 
and  have  stricken  out  also  the  whole  of  the  $500 
for  contingencies;  thus  leaving  a  clerk,  indeed,  at 
a  reduced  salary,  but  not  leaving  the  means  to  en^ 
ploy  him,  to  wit,  stationery,  fuel,  dec.  The  manifest 
injustice  of  requiring  me  to  furnish  these  articles 
for  public  use  will,  1  doubt  not,  produce  a  reinstato^ 
ment  of  the  allowance  of  the  contingent  fomj, 
which,  indeed,  is  scarcely  adequate  to  its  object; 
since,  out  of  this  allowance  of  $500,  there  are  to 
be  supplied  fuel,  stationery,  a  boy  to  attend  to  lb« 
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menial  duties  of  the  office,  carrying  messages,  &c., 
and  the  printer's  bills  for  all  the  statements  required 
for  the  United  States  cases  in  the  Supreme  Court. 
You  will  learn,  on  inquiry,  that  the  whole  $500 
will  scarcely  pay  a  messenger  in  any  other  office. 

If  you  tnink  the  case  worthy  of  attention,  I 
would  thank  you  to  represent  it  to  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  who  have  the  subject  under  con- 
•ideration,  and  to  the  Senate,  if  necessary. 

Your  friend  and  servant, 

WILLIAM  WIRT. 

The  Hon.  Ninian  Edwaros. 


ADJUSTMENT    OP    BOUNDARY   BETWEEN 
KENTUCKY  AND  TENNESSEE. 


[Communicated  to  the  House,  April  14,  1920.] 
The  States  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  desirous 
of  terminating  the  controversy  which  has  so  lon^ 
sub«i?ted  between  said  States  in  relation  to  their 
common  boundary,  and  of  restoring  the  most  per- 
fect good   understanding  and  harmony  between 
them,  have  for  that  purpose  appointed  their  respec- 
tive commissioners,  that  is  to  say:  the  State  of  j 
Kentucky,  on  her  part,  has  appointed  John  J.  Crit- ! 
ienden  and   Robert  Trimble;  and  the  Sute  of| 
Tennessee, on  her  part,  has  appointed  Felix  Grundy  ; 
and  William  L.  Brown,  who,  after  a  reciprocal  \ 
communication  of  their  respective  powers,  have  i 
agreed  upon  the  following  articles  and  stipulations.  I 
Article  1.  The  line  of  boundary  and  separa-  j 
tion  between  the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Tennes- 
see shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit:  The  line  run  by  ; 
the  Virginia  commisiiioners  in  the  years  1779  and  ' 
1780,  commonly  called  Walker's  line,  as  the  same 
is  reputed,  understood,  and  acted  upon  by  the  said 
States,  their  respective  officers  and  citizens,  from 
the  southeastern  corner  of  Kentucky  to  the  Ten- 
nessee river;  thence  with  and  up  said  river  to  the 
point  where  the  line  of  Alexander  and  Munsell, 
(run  by  them  in  the  last'year,  under  the  authority 
of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  entitled 
"An  act  to  run  the  boundary  line  between  this 
Slate  and  the  Slate  of  Tennessee,  west  of  the 
Tennessee  river,  approved   February  8,  1819,") 
would  cross  said  river  ;  and  thence,  with  the  said 
line  of  Alexander  and  Munsell,  to  the  termina- 
tion thereof  on  the  Mississippi  river,  below  New 
Madrid. 

Abt.  2.  It  is  agreed  and  understood  that,  from 
the  point  where  Walker's  line  strikes  the  Tennes- 
see river  to  the  point  where  the  line  of  Alexander 
%nd  Munsell  would  cross  the  same,  the  said  Ten- 
nessee river  shall  be  the  common  boundary  of  ^aid 
States,  and  subject  to  their  common  use  and  con- 
current jurisdiction.  Any  island  or  islands  in  that 
part  of  the  river  Tennessee  which  forms  the  com- 
mon boundary  between  the  two  States  shall  be 
within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  Kentucky  ;  but 
any  appropriations  thereof  by  individuals,  hereto- 
fore made  under  the  laws  of  North  Carolina  or 
Tennes:«ee,  shall  be  valid. 

Aet.  3.  Whenever  the  Grovernor  of  either  State 
»baU  deem  it  expedient  to  have  the  boundary  be- 


tween the  two  States  which  is  east  of  the  Tennes- 
see river,  or  any  part  thereof,  run  and  plainly 
marked,  he  shall  cau.se  a  notification  thereof  to  be 
communicated  to  the  Governor  of  the  other  State, 
and  thereupon,  with  all  convenient  despatch,  two 
surveyors  shall  be  appointed  for  that  purpose,  one 
by  the  Governor  of  each  State  ;  and  the  surveyor* 
so  appointed  shall  have  power  to  employ  a  com- 
petent number  of  chain-carriers  and  assistants,  and 
they  shall  ascertain,  survey,  and  mark  said  line 
plainly  and  durably,  having  due  respect  to  the 

Provisions  of  the  first  article  hertof;  and  it  shall 
e  the  duty  of  said  surveyors  to  make  out  and  siga 
duplicate  plats  and  reports  of  their  surveys  and 
proceedings,  to  be  communicated  by  each  surveyor 
to  the  Governor  of  his  respective  State,  to  be  de- 
posited and  preserved  in  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  for  a  testimony  and  memorial  of  the 
boundary  between  said  States  ;  and  all  cost  and 
expense  that  may  be  incurred  under  the  provisions 
of  thi.H  article,  and  in  surveying  and  marking  said 
boundary  line,  shall  be  paid  by  said  States  jointly 
and  equally. 

Art.  4.  The  claims  to  lands  lying  west  of  the 
Tennessee  river,  and  north  of  Alexander  and  Mun- 
sell's  line,  and  derived  from  North  Carolina  or 
Tennessee,  shall  be  considered  null  and  void ;  and 
claims  to  lands  lying  south  of  said  line  and  west 
of  Tennessee  river,  derived  from  Virginia  or  Ken- 
tucky, shall  in  like  manner  be  considered  null  and 
void. 
Art.  5.  All  lands  now  vacant  and  unappropri 


ated   by  any  person  or  persons  claiming  to  hold 
under  the  State  of  North  Carolina  or  Tennessee, 
east  of  the  Tennessee  river,  and  north  of  the  par- 
allel of  latitude  thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes 
north,  shall  be  the  property  and  subject  lo  the  dis- 
position of  the  State  of  Kentucky ;  which  State 
may  make  all  laws  necessary  and   proper  for  dis- 
posing of  and  granting  .said  lands,  or  any   part 
thereof,  and  may,  by  herself  or  officers,  do  any  acts 
necessary  and   proper  for  carrying  the  foregoing 
provisions  ot  this  article  into  eflfeci ;  and  any  grant 
or  grants  .she  may  make  therefor,  or  any  part  there- 
of, shall  be  received  m  evidence  in  all  the  courts 
of  law  and  equity  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and 
be  available  to  the  party  deriving  title  under  the 
same;  and  the  land  referred  to  in  this  article  shall 
not  be  subject  to  taxation  by  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see for  five  years,  except  so  far  as  the  same  may, 
in  the  mean  time,  be  appropriated  by  individuals. 
Art.  6.  Claims  to  lands  east  of  the  Tennessee 
river,  between  Walker's  line  and  the  latitude  of 
thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes  north,  derived 
from   the  State  of  Virginia  in  consideration  of 
military  services,  shall   not  be  prejudiced   in  any 
respect  by  the  e^tabll^hraent  of  Walker's  line  ;  but 
such  claims  shall  be  considered  as  rightfully  en- 
tered or  granted,  and  the  claimants  may  enter  upon 
.said  land.s,  or  assert  their  rights  in  the  courts  of 
justice,  without  prejudice  by  lapse  of  time,  or  from 
any  statute  of  limitations  for  any  period  prior  to 
the  settlement  of  the  boundary  b«twetn  the  two 
States,  saving,  however,  to  the  holders  and  occu- 
pants of  conSicting  claims  (if  any  there  be)  the 
right  of  showing  such  entries  or  grants  to  be  in- 
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ralid  and  of  no  effect, or  that  they  have  paramount 
or  superior  titles  to  the  land  covered  by  such  Vir- 
ginia claims. 

Art.  7.  All  private  rights  and  interests  of  lands 
between  Walker's  line,  from  the  Cumberland  river, 
near  the  mouth  of  Oby's  river,  to  the  southeastern 
comer  of  Kentucky,  at  the  point  where  the  boun- 
dary line  between  Virginia  and  Kentucky  inter- 
sects Walker's  line  on  the  Cumberland  mountain, 
and  the  parallel  of  thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes 
north  latitude,  heretofore  derived  from  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  Kentucky,  or  Tennessee,  shall  be 
considered  as  rightfully  emanating  from  either  of 
those  States;  and  the  States  ot  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee  reserve  to  themselves,  respectively,  the 
power  of  carrying  into  grant  claims  not  yet  per- 
fected ;  and  in  case  of  conflicting  claims  (if  any 
there  be)  the  validity  of  each  claim  shall  be  tested 
by  the  laws  of  the  State  from  which  it  emanated, 
and  the  contest  shall  be  decided  as  if  each  State, 
respectively,  had  possessed  the  jurisdiction  and 
sou,  and  full  power  and  right  to  authorize  the  lo- 
cation, survey,  or  grant,  according  to  her  own 
rules  and  regulations. 

Art.  8.  it  is  agreed  that  the  foregoing  articles 
shall  receive  the  most  liberal  construction  for  ef- 
fecting the  objects  contemplated  ;  and  should  any 
disagreement  arise  as  to  the  interpretation,  or  in  the 
execution  thereof,  two  citizens  otthe  United  Stales, 
but  residents  of  neither  Kentucky  nor  Tennessee, 
shall  be  selected,  one  by  the  Executive  of  each 
State,  with  power  to  choose  an  umpire  in  case  of 
disagreement,  whose  decision  shall  be  final  on 
all  points  to  them  submitted. 

Art.  9.  Should  any  further  legislative  acts  be 
requisite  to  effectuate  the  foregomg  articles  and 
stipulations,  the  faith  of  the  two  States  is  hereby 
pledged  that  they  will  unite  in  making  such  pro- 
visions, and  respectively  pass  such  laws  as  may  be 
necessary  to  carry  the  same  into  full  and  complete 
effect. 

Art.  10.  The  foregoing  articles  and  stipulations, 
if  ratified  by  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky  during 
their  present  session,  shall  forever  be  obligatory 
and  binding  on  both  States,  and  take  effect  from 
this  day. 

In  faith  whereof,  we,  the  respective  commission- 
ers, have  signed  these  articles,  and  have  hereunto 
affixed  our  seals.     Done  in  duplicate,  at  Frankfort, 
the  2d  day  of  February,  1820. 
f  JOHN  J,  CRITTENDEN,  [bkau] 

1  ROBERT  TRIMBLE.         [sbal.J 

FELIX  GRUNDY.  [seai^I 

WILLIAM  L.  BROWN.     (8eal.J 


ROADS  CONTEMPLATED  BY  THE  TREATY 

OF  BROWNSTOWN. 
r 

V  ~ 

.     [Communicated  to  the  House,  Maj  13,  1820.] 

r  Mr.  WoooBRiooE,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  further 
provision  may  be  necessary  to  give  effect  to  the 
provisions  of  the  treaty  made  at  Brownstown,  in 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  reported : 


That  the  treaty  referred  to  was  concluded  on  tb« 
25th  day  of  November,  1808,  and  that  its  exclusive 
object  appears  to  have  been  to  obtain  the  establiab- 
ment  of  a  practicable  and  convenient  road  frooi 
the  interior  settlements  of  the  United  States  to 
those  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 

Many  of  the  tribes  of  Indians  with  whom  that 
treaty  was  concluded  were,  in  virtue  of  previous 
treatu-s,  entitled  to  receive  within  that  Territory 
large  annuities ;  there  never  had  been  any  artifi- 
cial road  leading  to  it,  except  through  the  province 
of  Upper  Canada ;  delays  had  consequently  occur- 
red in  the  transmission  of  those  annuities,  and  re- 
iterated complain t<«  were  made  because  they  were 
not  received;  or,  if  received,  frequently  damaged. 
To  obviate  such  difficulties,  and  in  the  expecta- 
tion that  many  important  advantages  would  re- 
sult to  them  from  a  measure  which  promised  to 
bring  them  more  immediately  under  the  observa- 
tion and  protection  of  the  Government,  the  In- 
dians, parties  to  the  treaty,  without  any  further 
remuneration  than  such  incidental  benefits  as  they^ 
anticipated  from  theestabiishment  of  the  proposed 
road,  voluntarily  ceded  to  the  United  States  a 
tract  of  land  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  feeC  in 
width,  extending  from  the  "foot  of  the  rapids  of 
the  Miami  of  the  Lake"  to  the  western  line  of  the 
"Connecticut  Western  Reserve," and  all  the  land 
within  one  mile  of  said  tract  on  each  side  of  it ; 
and,  also,  another  tract  of  land  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  feet  in  width,  extending  from  Lower  San- 
dusky, southerly,  to  the  boundary  line  established 
by  the  Treaty  of  Greenville.  This  treaty  is,  in  the 
body  of  it,  declared  to  be  reciprocally  binding ;  but 
it  is  observable  that  no  new  obligation,  of  any  na- 
ture, seems  to  have  been  imposed  by  it  upon  the 
United  Stales,  unless  it  may  be  fairly  inferrible, 
from  its  context,  its  avowed  object,  and  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  its  conclusion,  that  this  Gov- 
ernment became  bound  to  establish  and  maintain 
the  contemplated  road. 

The  intention  of  the  parties  to  the  treaty  your 
committee  believe  to  be  obvious;  the  history  of 
the  transaction,  the  repeated  declarations  of  the 
Indian  chiefs  who  were  parties  to  it,  and  the  seuK 
timents  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  then  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  who  directed  the  negotiation,, 
as  they  are  disclosed  in  his  Message  to  this  House 
of  the  date  of  January  30,  1808,  which  accompa- 
nied a  copy  of  the  Treaty  of  Detroit,  combined 
with  the  evidence  furnished  by  the  context  of  the 
treaty,  indicate,  conclusively,  the  establishment  of 
a  safe  and  convenient  road  as  the  sole  object  of 
the  negotiation. 

No  measures,  however,  seem  to  have  been  adopt- 
ed with  a  view  to  the  attainment  of  that  object 
until,  by  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  date  of  Decem- 
ber 12,  1811,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
was  authorized  to  appoint  three  commissioners  to 
explore,  survey,  and  mark  the  most  eligible  course 
for  the  proposed  roads;  and  the  sum  of  ^,000 
was  appropriated  to  defray  the  expenses  of  exe- 
cuting the  law. 

Before  any  progress,  however,  could  be  made  in 
giving  effect  to  the  views  of  Congress,  war  existed 
between  this  nation  and  Great  cntain ;  aqd,  of 
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that  war,  the  first  fruits  were  the  temporary  loss 
of  that  entire  province,  to  open  an  avenue  to  which 
was  the  object  of  the  law  referred  to.     The  la- 
mentable consequences  which   resulted  frona  so 
humiliating  an  occurrence  it  is  quite  unnecessary 
to  detail ;  it  is  sufficient  to  ask  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  fact,  that  the  barrier  interposed  by 
the  northwestern  posts  having  been  broken  down, 
the  congregated  force  of  the  northern  Indians  was 
immediately  fell  along  the  whole  interior  and  in- 
cuTTated  frontier  of  Ohio  and  Indiana.     Such  a 
state  of  things  was  not  favorable  to  the  purpose  of 
exploring  the  country  and  establishing  roads.  The 
money  which  was  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  effect  to  the  Treaty  of  Brownstown  was 
soon  lost  in  the  immense  aggregate  of  disburse- 
ments rendered  necessary  to  enable  the  northwest- 
wn  army  under  the  command  of  General  Harrison 
to  advance:  the  greater  part  of  the  sum  was  ex- 
pended in  opening  a  road — of  the  first  importance, 
certainly,  for  without  it  the  northwestern  army 
could  have  made  no  progress;  but  quite  useless  as 
it  regards  the  permanent  and  paramount  object 
contemplated  by  the  Treaty  of  Brownstown — that 
of  obtaining  a  good  road  over  the  Black  Swamp.  ■ 
Not  a  solitary  traveller  now  finds  his  way  along  , 
that   avenue ;  it  is  principally    indicated    by  the  i 
broken   remnants  of  baggage-wagons  and   gun-  j 
carriages,  the  scattered  remains  of  flour  barrels,  and 
mouldering  skeletons  of  horses  and  oxen,  remain- 
ing, as  they  were  left,  just  visible  above  the  surface 
of  the  mud  and  wet  which  destroyed  them.     The 
road  being  found  thusenlirely  useless,  the  President 
was  authorized  by  an  act  of  Congress  of  April  16, 
1816,  to  alter  its  location.     It  is  believed  that  some 
progress  has  been  made,  through  the  War  Depart- 
ment, in   the  selection  of  a  better  site  for  a  road, 
but  no  progress  has  been  made  in  opening  it ;  and 
it  seems  to  your  committee  quite  impossible,  by 
the  aid  only  of  a  small  and  diminished  military 
force  of  the  Government  at  Detroit,  to  effect  at  any 
time  so  desirable  a  work. 

Such  had  been  the  proceedings  in  reference  to 
the  Treaty  of  Brownstown,  and  such  the  small 
IHt)gres.s  made  towards  the  accomplishment  of  its 
purpose,  when,  in  September,  1817,  the  Treaty  of 
the  Rapids  of  the  Miami  was  concluded ;  by  the 
subsequent  ratification  of  which,  the  Indian  title 
to  the  whole  country  within  which  the  contem- 
plated roads  were  to  be  located  became  vested  in 
this  Government 

It  has  not  escaped  the  observation  of  your  com- 
iaittee  that  this  treaty  may  be  considered  to  affect 
materially  the  relation  in  which  the  CJeneral  Gov- 
ernment previously  stood  in  reference  to  the  Treaty 
of  Brownstown ;  yet  they  have  supposed  that  if 
the  obligation  imposed  upon  this  Government  by 
the  last-mentioned  treaty  were  an  absolute  one,  if 
no  election  were  given  to  the  United  States  ori- 
ginally to  make  the  roads  contemplated  and  accept 
the  cession,  or,  at  their  pleasure,  to  dissent  from  the 
grant  and  refuse  to  make  and  continue  the  roads, 
then  the  obligatory  force  of  the  Treaty  of  Browns- 
town cannot  justly  be  deemed  to  have  ceased  in 
Consequence  of  the  treaty  of  the  29ih  September, 
1817 ;  but  that,  in  good  faith,  this  Government  is 


still  bound  to  folfil  all  its  requisitions.  Without 
endeavoring,  however,  to  arrive  with  technical 
precision  at  the  only  true  construction  of  which 
these  treaties  may  now  be  susceptible,  your  com- 
mittee remain  entirely  satisfied  that  other  con- 
siderations, founded  in  motives  of  the  truest  econo- 
my and  the  soundest  policy,  imperiously  require 
the  positive  accomplishment  ol  the  views  dis- 
closed by  the  parties  to  the  Treaty  of  Brownstown. 
-  The  Black  Swamp,  so  celebrated  in  the  annals 
of  our  recent  history,  is  an  extensive  morass,  which 
winds  round  the  southt astern  border  of  Michigan  ; 
it  terminates  on  the  north  at  the  border  of  Lake 
Erie,  comprehending  a  width  of  about  thirty  miles; 
it  extends  so  far  southerly  and  southwesterly  as  to 
interrupt  all  communication  by  land  between  the 
settlements  in  Michigan  and  tho^e  of  the  interior  of 
the  United  States.  It  consists  of  an  elevated  basin 
of  impervious  clay,  upon  which  rests  a  thick  strat- 
um of  fertile  black  loam  ;  there  b  so  little  inclina-' 
tion  in  its  general  surface  that,  though  numerous 
streams  pass  through  it,  there  is  little  opportunity 
for  the  water  with  which  it  is  sometimes  almost 
entirely  covered  to  escape  from  it,  except  by  the 
slow  process  of  evaporation  ;  while,  at  the  same 
time,  there  exist  unequivocal  indicationsthatits  sur- 
face is  elevated  so  far  above  the  level  of  the  water- 
courses and  of  the  lake  as  that,  by  artificial  drains, 
it  may  be  made  subservient  to  all  the  purposes  of 
profitable  agriculture. 

No  reliance,  however,  can  be  placed  upon  the 

individual  industry  of  that  country  to  construct  a 

;  road  over  such  a  morass.     The  construction  of  a 

;  road  must  precede  the  establishment  there  of  any 

considerable  population. 

The  State  of  Ohio,  within  whose  limits  this 
morass  is  principally  situated,  if  she  possessed  more 
ample  funds  than  she  does  possess,  could  find  no 
sufficient  inducement  to  such  an  undertaking,  for 
she  has,  comparatively,  no  inhabitants  beyond  it 
:  to  protect ;  it  forms  the  boundary  of  her  ponula- 
!  tion  in  that  direction.     Such  a  road  must,  there- 
fore, be  a  national  work.     And,  in  addition  to  s^l 
those  political  considerations  which  so  obviousljr 
and  so  powerfully  dictate  the  construction  through- 
,  out  the  Union  ot  artificial  roads  and  canals,  there 
are  oth*  rs  of  local  application,  which,  in  theopin- 
i  ion  of  your  committee,  do  imperiously  call  for  the 
I  attention  of  the  General  Government  to  this  par- 
ticular  section  of  the  Union. 
{      Such  a  road  as  is  proposed  would  pa^s  through 
a  vast  country  of  uncultivated  land,  the  whole  of 
;  which  yet  remains  the  exclusive  property  of  the 
;  Government.     Public  lands  are  here  considered  a 
:  legitimate  .«iource  of  public  revenue.    To  carry  into 
i  effect  the  provisions  of  the  Treaty  of  Brownstown 
I  would  not  only  bring  into  market  the  beautiful 
I  country  which  is  beyond  the  Miami,  with  the  cer- 
tain prospectofbetter  and  moreacceleratedsales,  but 
I  would  induce  the  settlement  of  that  country,  now 
i  sorepulsivein  its  aspcctjWhich  lies  between  the  San- 
;  dusky  and  the  Miami,  over  which  the  road  would 
go  ;  it  would  soon  be  reclaimed  ;  the  construction 
of  the  road  itself  would  uncover  a  considerable 
I  portion  of  the  adjacent  land,  and  fit  it,  with  little 
I  additional  expense,  for  immediate  cultivation. 
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f  Your  committee  feel  that  they  hazard  nothing 
in  the  proposition  that,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of 
view  alone,  this  nation  would  soon  find  itself 
more  than  remunerated  for  the  expense  which 
might  be  incurred  in  the  construction  of  the  road, 
by  the  increased  value  of  the  public  lands,  and  the 
accelerated  .ales  it  would  induce. 

There  remains  another  and  a  distinct  view  of 
this  subject,  which  your  committee  feel  it  a  duty 
briefly  to  present.  In  examining  the  topic  referred 
to  them,  your  committee  could  not  fail  to  consider 
it  in  regard  to  the  military  defences  of  the  country. 

The  situation  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  m 
relation  to  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  renders 
that  frontier,  more  than  any  other  perhaps,  pecu- 
liarly exposed  ;  its  settlements,  rarely  penetrating 
into  the  interior,  in  no  place  presenting  a  very 
dense  population,  extend  along  the  meandering 
shores  of  the  lakes  and  straits  from  Lake  Erie  to 
Lake  Huron,  and  approach  the  very  verge  of  the 
national  boundary ;  they  lie  at  the  foot  of  that 
Tast  avenue  which  leads  through  Lakes  Huron 
and  Superior  into  the  immense  country  of  the 
northwest,  and  down  which,  with  surprising  facil- 
ity, a  formidable  Indian  force  may  at  any  time  be 
brought  upon  them.  In  its  rear,  and  intervening 
between  it  and  the  interior  settlements  of  Ohio 
and  Indiaua,  there  still  continues  a  numerous  and 
powerful  Indian  population  of  many  thousands, 
while  Its  southeastern  termination  rests  upon  that 
formidable  morass  which  so  entirely  separate?  that 
Territory  from  the  strength  and  the  power  of  this 
nation.  So  circumstanced,  this  prolonged  line  of 
setrlement  is  opposed  in  front  by  the  most  thriving 
population  of  Upper  Canada — a  population  in- 
ereasing  with  a  rapidity  unprecedented  in  the  an- 
nals of  Canadian  history,  and  which,  whether  its 
moral  or  physical  character  be  considered,  will 
hereafter  be  round  more  formidable,  it  is  believed, 
than  that  of  any  other  portion  of  either  Canada. 

Opposed  by  difficulties  on  all  sides,  and  com- 
pletely isolated,  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  sup- 
pose that  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Michi^n, 
though  influenced  by  the  most  devoted  patriotism, 
could  alone  successfully  resist  so  complicated  a 
pressure  as,  in  the  event  of  a  future  war  with 
Great  Britain,  may  be  brought  to  bear  upon  them. 
But,  how  much  soever  it  concerns  the  honor  of 
this  nation  to  sustain  its  authority  and  to  protect 
its  people  in  every  part  of  the  empire,  yet  any 
consideration  founded  alone  in  the  exposed  condi- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  Michigan  becomes  of 
diminished  impoilance  when  the  situation  of  that 
territory  is  adverted  to,  as  it  has  relation  to  the 
interior  frontier  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  even  Illinois. 
It  is  on  the  peninsula  of  Michigan  alone  that  the 
exposed  parts  of  that  frontier  can  be  cheaply  and 
securely  defended  against  Indian  or  English  hostile 
incursions.  Themilitary  positions  of  Detroit,  Fort 
Gratiot,  and  Michilimackinac,  and  their  interve- 
ning and  neighboring  settlements,  are,  in  relation 
to  that  greatly  extended  interior  frontier,  a  perfectly 
effectual  redoubt.  No  enemy  can  approach  it,  ex- 
cept the  citizens  of  that  remote  country,  and  the 
authority  of  this  nation  there,  be  first  prostrated  in 
the  dost. 


Your  committee  do  not  deem  it  important  to 
fortify  the  proposition  which  on  this  point  they 
advance  by  any  train  of  deductions ;  they  only  beg 
leave  to  advert  to  two  distinct  periods  in  the  his- 
tory of  that  country,  feeling  entirely  satisfied  that 
an  illusion  to  them,  in  connexion  with  the  subject 
of  this  report,  will  be  lound  to  justify  any  practi- 
cable measures  which  may  tend  to  increase  the  ef- 
fective strength  of  the  territory,  or  render  mort 
safe  and  practicable  its  commimication  with  the 
interior  of  the  Union. 

In  all  that  period  which  intervened  between  the 
treaty  of  peace  of  1798  and  the  surrender  to  this 
Government  of  the  northwestern  posts,  and  while 
the  Territory  of  Michigan  was  in  the  possession 
of  a  Power  either  hostile  or  indifferent  to  the  peace 
of  this  country,  it  is  matter  of  history  that  the 
western  settlements  were  in  a  state  of  continued 
warfare ;  from  the  heights  of  the  Alleghany  to 
Natchez,  its  whole  line  of  frontier  was  marked  by 
blood  and  fire.  But  when  the  authority  of  thik 
Government  was  established  there,  Indian  hostility 
was  neutralized  ;  and,  under  the  cover  of  profound 
peace,  the  Western  country  grew  rapidly.  Held 
in  check  by  the  barrier  which  the  possession  of  the 
settled  parts  of  Michigan  enabled  thus  nation  to 
interpose  against  the  English  and  the  Indians  of 
the  northwest,  the  Indians  of  the  peninsula  of 
Michigan  and  of  the  northern  part  of  Ohio  were 
deterred,  during  the  early  part  of  the  late  war,  from 
acts  of  Hostility  ;  but  when  the  authority  of  this 
nation  was  prostrated  there,  distress  and  dismay 
pervaded  the  whole  defenceless  line  of  the  most 
advanced  settlements,  from  Cleveland,  on  Lake 
Erie,  through  Ohio  and  Indiana.  But  when  again, 
before  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  this  Government 
had,  at  an  almost  infinite  expense  of  money,  and 
by  a  sacrifice  of  blood  which  was  above  price,  re- 
occupied  these  positions  from  which  it  had  been 
driven,  the  scene  of  war  was  again  removed,  and 
the  battles  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  Mrere 
fought  on  the  borders  of  Michigan. 

The  inference  vour  committee  would  dedaee 
from  the  historical  facts  alluded  to  is,  they  flatter 
themselves,  manifest.  It  consists,  unquestionably, 
with  the  true  policy  of  this  Government  to  throw 
into  the  peninsula  of  Michigan,  by  every  practica- 
ble means,  a  dense  population ;  and  it  is  more 
especially  their  true  policy  to  construct  over  the 
Black  Swamp  a  permanent,  safe,  and  ccmrenient 
public  road.  Such  a  measure  is  dictated  by  good 
faith ;  for  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  mea- 
sure was  contemplated  by  the  parties  to  the  Treatf 
of  Brownstown.  It  is  dictateid  by  a  wise  rfegaro 
to  national  economy ;  for  the  contemplated  road 
would  open  an  avenue  to  a  fertile  and  beautiful 
country — the  peninsula  of  Michigan — a  countty 
the  soil  within  which  is  almost  exclusively  the 
property  of  the  nation.  It  would  conduce  greatly, 
too,  to  the  settlement  of  the  immediate  coontiyi 
which  is  also  the  exclusive  property  of  the  natknr, 
and  the  settlement  of  which  must,  almost  of  ne> 
cessity,  be  preceded  by  some  extraordinary  effort 
of  the  National  Government.  But  such  a  measu^ 
is  not  less  imperiously  called  for  as  an  almost  in- 
dispensable measure  of  defence.    The  prodigioii* 
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suras  of  money  which  were  expended  in  the  efibrts 
which  the  nation  made  to  reoccupy  that  territory 
woC'ld  have  constructed  many  such  roads — efforts 
which  could  never  have  been  called  for ;  for  if,  in 
the  spirit  of  the  Treaty  of  Brownstown,  good  roads 
had,  previously  to  the  war,  been  constructed,  if  a 
convenient  and  practicable  communication  between 
Ohio  and  Michigan  had  existed,  this  nation  would 
ijave  been  spared  the  humiliation  of  witnessing  a 
disgraceful  capitulation,  and  that  devoted  people 
would  have  been  saved  from  the  indescribable  hor- 
rors of  Indian  devastation. 

Every  view  which  your  committee  have  been 
able  to  take  of  the  subject  referred  to  them  having 
confirmed  them  in  the  very  decided  opinion  to 
which  they  have  arrived,  that  a  public  road  ought 
to  be  constructed  from  the  Miami  to  the  western 
line  of  the  Connecticut  Western  Reserve,  it  re- 
mains for  them  respectfullv  to  submit  their  opin- 
ion as  to  the  best  means  by  which  that  desirable 
■object  may  be  effected.  They  have  not  been  re- 
gardless of  ihe  diminished  amount  of  the  public 
revenues;  they  are  aware  of  the  strong  desire 
entertained  by  the  House  to  limit  the  public  ex- 
penditures to  the  smallest  practicable  sum ;  and  it 
IS  with  much  satisfaction,  therefore,  that  they  feel 
themselves  justified  in  recommending  an  expedi- 
ent which  they  think  will  be  adequate  to  the  exi- 
gency, without  any  specific  appropriation  of 
money. 

On  reference  to  the  stipulation."  contained  in  the 
Treaty  of  Brownstown,  it  is  observable  that  a 
mile  in  width  on  each  side  of  the  contemplated 
road  from  the  Miami  to  the  Western  Reserve  is 
granted,  as  well  as  the  site  for  the  road  itself,  to 
the  United  States.  It  seems  probable  that  the 
framers  of  that  treaty  had  in  view,  at  the  time  of 
the  negotiation,  the  application  of  the  whole  of 
the  ceded  land,  specifically,  to  the  purpose  of  de- 
fraying the  expense  of  making  the  road.  From 
the  best  information  which  your  committee  have 
been  able  to  obtain,  they  entertain  the  belief  that 
this  tract  would  furnii^n  a  fund  more  than  ade- 
quate to  the  exigency,  and  that  no  more  appropri- 
ate application  could  be  made  of  the  land  in 
question. 

They,  therefore,  respectfully  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  be  instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  author- 
ize the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  contract  with 
any  person  or  persons  to  construct  a  permanent 
and  suitable  road,  to  extend  from  the  tool  of  the 
rapids  of  the  Miami  of  the  Lake  to  the  western 
line  of  the  Connecticut  Western  Reserve,  accord- 
ing to  the  plan  contemplated  by  the  Treaty  of 
Brownstown,  and  on  .«iuch  route,  passing  through 
the  reserve  (so  called)  at  Lower  Sandusky,  as  the 
President  may  direct,  in  consideration  of  the  whole 
of  the  tracts  on  each  side  of  the  contemplated  road 
which  were  granted  by  the  Treaty  of  Browns- 
town, or  so  much  thereof  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  may  be  adequate  to  the 
object ;  and  in  which  bill  shall  also  be  inserted, 
amoog  other  things,  a  provision  or  provisions  that 
ihe  person  or  persons  so  contracted  with  do  complete 


the  said  road  within  a  reasonable  time,  in  said 
bill  to  be  limited ;  that  such  person  or  persons  do 
stipulate  to  keep  said  road  in  good  repair  for  and 
during  a  number  of  years,  to  be  in  said  bill  de- 
fined ;  and  also  that  the  person  or  persons  so  con- 
tracted^ with  do  also  give  bond,  with  sufficient 
sureties,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  or 
their  contract ;  and  also  a  provision  defining  a 
time  and  manner  in  which  the  title  to  said  lands 
may  be  conveyed. 

All  which,  together  with  the  documents  Nos.  K 
2,  3,  and  4,  which  accompany  this  report,  and 
which  they  pray  may  be  taken  as  part  of  it,  is 
respectfully  submitted. 

No.  1.  f 

Whereas  a  grant  of  land  was  made  by  certain 
tribes  of  Indians,  at  a  treaty  held  at  Brownstown, 
in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  on  the  25th  of  No- 
vember, 1808,  for  locating  a  road  from  the  foot  of 
the  rapids  of  the  Miami  of  the  Lake  to  the  west- 
ern line  of  the  Connecticut  Reserve;  and  a  road 
to  run  southwardly  from  the  Lower  Sandusky  to 
the  boundary  line  established  by  the  Treaty  of 
Greenville:  and  whereas  the  sum  of  six  thousand 
dollars  was  appropriated  by  an  act  of  Congress 
passed  December  12,  1811,  for  the  purposes  of  de- 
fraying the  ex|)en?es  of  exploring,  surveying,  and 
opening  the  same,  which  has  not  been  expended 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  act,  but  from 
some  cause  has  been  turned  over  to  some  other 
appropriation,  or  yet  remains  unexpended  in  the 
Treasuryof  the  United  States:  therefore — 

Resolved  by  the  General  Asttcmbfy  of  the  State  of  0M», 
That  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress be  requested  to  use  their  influence  to  have  the 
sum  aforesaid  laid  out  on  one  or  both  of  the  before- 
mentioned  roads,  as  they  think  will  be  most  ad- 
vantageous to  the  interests  of  the  State,  and  con- 
sistent with  the  original  appropriation. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  of  this  State  be 
requested  to  forward  one  copy  of  the  foregoing 
preamble  and  resolution  to  each  of  our  Senators 
and  Representatives  in  Congress,  and  one  copy  to 
the  Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 

JOSEPH  RICHARDSON,  ^ 
I  ..  .^  Speaker  of  the  House  o/Rep$, 

ALLEN  TRIMBLE, 

Speaker  of  the  SenaU,  ' ' 

Febedary  22,  1820. 

Secretary  of  State's  OrncE,  i 

Columbus,  O.,  Feb.  25,  1820. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  correct  copy  of 
the  original  roll,  remaining  on  file  in  this  office.   ^ 
JOHN  UcLESE,  Sec'y  of  StaU.  \ 

No.  2. 
Wasbington  City,  March  31, 1820.  > 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  inquiries  relating  to  the 
application  of  certain  moneys  appropriated  to  lay 
out  and  make  certain  roads  coniemplated  bv  the 
Treaty  of  Brownstown,  I  have  to  make  the  follow- 
ing statement: 
On  the  27th  of  August,  1812,  Mr.  Secretary  Gal- 


Roetd*  contemplated  by  the  Treaty  of  Brmoiutowii. 


latin  wrote  me  (then  (Jovernor  of  Ohio)  on  the 
subject  of  that  road.  A  copy  of  his  letter  is  here- 
with enclosed,  to  which  I  replied,  stating  to  him 
the  only  course  I  could  pursue  in  making  the  road 
preparatory  to  the  march  of  the  northwestern  army 
under  General  Harrison.  As  it  was  a  state  of 
war,  and  the  road  to  Sandusky  altogether  through 
the  Indian  country,  no  contract  could  be  made  for 
opening  the  road.  I  ordered  out  a  company  of 
frontier  militia,  who  opened  the  road,  thus  coup- 
ling the  defence  of  the  frontiers  with  the  making 
of  the  road.  This  was  done  in  the  autumn  of  1812. 
In  January,  I  received  from  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  Sutes  ^,500,  of  which  I  expended  on  the 
road  $4,922  14,  before  the  march  of  the  army 
alluded  to.  Having  many  occasions  for  disburs- 
ing moneys  on  account  of  war  operations,  the  res- 
idue of  the  $5  500  was  applied  to  various  services, 
and  for  which  I  am  accountable  to  the  United 
States.  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedi- 
ent servant,  R.  J.  MEIGS,  Jr. 

h     JoBEPIi  NOORSB,  Esq., 

Register  of  the  Treasury. 

No.  3. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Levis  Cass  and 
.•  General  Duncan  McArthw^to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
][    dated 

Miami  Rapids,  November  29,  1817. 

It  is  well  known  that  along  the  southern  mar- 

f;in  of  this  part  of  Lake  Erie  is  a  tract  of  wet 
and  which  always  presents  serious  difficulties  to 
the  traveller,  and  frequently  insurmountable  ob- 
stacles. 

From  Fort  Meigs,  for  many  miles  towards  Ur- 
bana,  and  nearly  the  whole  distance  to  Lower 
Sandusky,  it  becomes  a  morass  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Black  Swamp.  To  reach  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan  from  any  part  of  the  settlements 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  by  land,  this  swamp  must 
be  crossed. 

.  No  description  can  convey  to  a  person  who  is 
unacquainted  with  it  an  adequate  idea  of  the  dif- 
ficulties to  be  surmounted  before  a  tolerable  road 
can  be  formed  through  this  country.  Little  is 
hazarded  in  saying  that  individual  enterprise,  or 
the  operation  of  ordinary  causes,  will  not  accom- 
plish it  for  a  period  which  the  rapid  improvement 
of  the  United  States,  generally,  would  leave  with- 
out a  parallel.  But  the  country  from  the  extrem- 
ities of  this  swamp,  northward  to  Detroit,  and 
southward  and  eastward  to  the  settlements  in 
Ohio,  is  level  and  wet,  and  a  good  road  through 
it,  to  be  made  at  all,  must  be  made  at  the  national 
expense. 

The  events  of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain 
upon  this  frontier  must  have  satisfied  every  reflect- 
ing person  that  a  good  road,  at  the  commencement 
of  that  war,  passing  from  the  interior  of  Ohio  to 
Detroit,  would  have  saved  to  the  nation  the  ex- 

Eendiiure  of  immense  sums  of  money,  and  would 
ave  rendered  the  reduction  of  that  place  at  any 
time  easy,  and  its  tenure  secure.  The  supplies  of 
provisions  and  the  munitions  of  war  necessary  to 
the  operations  of  the  army  upon  tbis  frontier  were 


transported  at  an  enormous  expense  of  time  and 
treasure,  and  the  principal  obstacles  opposed  to 
those  operations  resulted  from  the  nature  of  the 
country,  and  from  its  difficulty  of  accetis.  This 
tract  of  country,  in  its  present  situation,  renders 
the  Territory  ot  Michigan  an  insulated  point  upon 
the  map  of  the  nation.  Its  approach  by  water  is 
uncertain,  temporary,  and,  for  many  important 
purposes,  inconvenient.  By  land  it  is  difficult, 
tedious,  and  expensive.  In  any  future  war,  it» 
means  of  defence  must  be  derived  from  the  same 
States  which  were  called  upon  to  furnish  thea 
during  the  past.  It  is  desirable,  therefore,  that  the 
difficulties  which  were  then  experienced  should 
be  removed,  and  that  the  possession  of  a  good 
road  should  enable  the  Greneral  Grovemment  at 
any  time  to  throw  into  the  country  a  force  which 
would  render  it  safe  and  secure;  such  a  road 
would  remove  the  barriers  which  nature  has  in- 
terposed, and  would,  in  effect,  approximate  this 
country  to  the  western  portion  of  the  Union,  and, 
connected  with  the  natural  advantages  it  pos- 
sesses, would  insure  it  a  speedy  settlement,  and  an 
active  and  enterprising  population. 

But  a  road  from  the  interior  of  Ohio  to  the 
lake  only,  would  not  answer  this  important  par- 
pose.  Lake  Erie  may  once  more  become  the  tnea^ 
tre  of  desperate  exertion  and  skill ;  enterprise  and 
courage  may  not  again  be  rewarded  with  victory. 
But  were  our  naval  superiority  upon  this  lake  be- 
yond the  reach  of  accident,  it  should  be  still  rec- 
ollected that  its  navigation  is  more  hazardous 
than  that  of  the  ocean,  and  for  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  year  closed  or  impeded  by  the  ice. 

It  is  precisely  at  this  season,  with  the  exception 
of  a  short  time  in  the  middle  of  the  Winter,  that ' 
the  communication  by  land  is  most  difficult;  and 
the  obstacles  which  are  then  interposed  to  traver- 
sing the  country  in  any  direction  are  serious  and 
dangerous. 

Should  circumstances  destroy  our  nkval  superi- 
ority upon  the  Upper  Lakes,  our  communication 
with  Detroit  and  its  dependent  settlements  could  be 
preserved  by  land  only,  and  our  posses.sion  of  the 
country  would  in  a  great  degree  depend  upon  the 
facilities  which  the  roads  might  offer  to  the  march 
of  troops,  and  to  the  transportation  of  their  muni- 
tions of  war,  baggage  and  provisions.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  such  an  occurrence  is  remote ;  but  the 
possibility  of  its  happening,  and  its  disastrous  con- 
sequences, should  we  be  found  unprepared,  furnish 
powerful  motives  to  provide,  as  far  as  human  wis- 
dom can  do,  for  the  event. 

By  completing  a  road  from  Sandusky  to  Detroit, 
considerable  progress  would  be  made  towiu'ds  open- 
ing a  great  national  communication  from  the  cap- 
itiu  to  one  of  the  extremities  of  the  Union.  The 
western  turnpike  from  Cumberland  to  the  Ohio, 
terminating  at  Wheeling,  would  leave  only  the 
portion  of  road  between  that  place  and  Sandusky 
to  be  made.  Future  enterprise  and  industry,  either 
individual  or  national,  might  complete  the  work, 
and  it  would  equally  promote  the  varied  intercourse 
of  peace  and  the  important  operations  of  war. 

This  view  is  prospective;  but  the  time  cannot 
be  remote  when  the  policy  of  connecting  the  dif- 
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ferent  parts  of  this  vast  Republic  by  gt^zi  perma- 
DCDt  roads  will  be  felt  and  acknowledged — when 
such  a  policy  shall  banish  local  jealousies  and  dis- 
cordant interests;  shall  furnish  new  and  increased 
facilities  for  private  industry;  and  shall  add  strength 
and  wealth  to  the  resources  of  the  nation. 

Forts  and  military  positions  along  a  remote  and 
exposed  frontier  will  furnish  little  protection,  unless 
the  communication  to  it  is  rendered  easy  and  ex- 
peditious. A  great  leading  road,  such  as  the  nature 
of  this  country  requires,  and  the  public  good  de- 
mands, would  add  more  to  its  permanent  security 
than  any  other  defensive  measure  which  could  be 
Adopted. 

But  there  are  considerations  connected  with  the 
aeeessity  of  such  a  road  in  consequence  of  the 
nature  of  the  country,  of  its  importance  to  the  na- 
tion for  the  preservation  of  a  weak  and  important 
frontier,  and  of  the  improbability  that  such  a  road 
will  ever  be  made  unless  some  portion  of  the  gen- 
eral resources  are  directed  to  this  object.  But, 
Tievved  exclusively  as  a  subject  affecting  the  reve- 
nue, there  can  be  no  doubt  but  its  operation  would 
be  favorable. 

From  the  settlements  in  Ohio  to  Detroit,  nearly 
the  whole  country  is  the  property  of  the  United 
States.  Every  consideration,  either  of  a  fiscal  or 
folitical  nature,  demandi*  the  immediate  sale  and 
settlement  of  this  land,  and  every  measure  is  im- 
portant which  will  facilitate  the  acquisition  of 
eitb»  object.  Among  these  measures  the  most 
(^vious  m  itself,  and  most  certain  in  its  result,  is 
the  opening  of  a  leadmg  road.  In  any  country  this 
would  be  important ;  iu  this  country  it  is  absolutely 
necessary.  Sales  will  only  be  made  with  a  view 
to  settlements,  and  settlement  will  be  aided  and 
encouraged  by  making  roads  where  the  population 
of  the  country  will  long  be  unable  to  make  them. 

There  is  little  difficulty  in  proposing  a  plan 
which  would  accomplish  this  object,  and  in  all 
pcobability  increase  the  actual  receipts  at  the  Trea- 
sury, after  the  expenditures  which  may  be  neces- 
sary in  effecting  it. 

Previous  to  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  were  the 
•ite  of  a  permanent  well-made  road  located  from 
lb*  line  of  the  tract  recently  purchased  of  the  In- 
dians to  Detroit,  and  were  the  national  faith  pledged 
for  its  completion  within  a  reasonable  period,  the 
competitioa  excited  among  the  purchasers  to  pro- 
cure the  land  in  the  vicinity  ot  this  road  would 
add  greatly  to  its  value.  Any  estimate  upon  this 
nihject  must  be  loose  and  conjectural ;  but  when 
it  is  considered  that  this  road  would  pass  through 
lands  the  property  of  the  United  States  for  at  least 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  a  great  part  of  which 
'w  fertile  and  susceptible  of  compact  settlements, 
and  much  of  which  is  equal  to  any  land  in  Ohio, 
it  cannot  be  doubted  but  it  will  enter  the  market 
with  evenr  prospect  of  obtaining  a  price  far  exceed- 
ing that  fixed  by  law.  It  would  not  be  necessary, 
in  order  to  secure  the  desired  object,  that  the  work 
should  be  actually  commenced  ;  every  purpose 
would  be  answered  by  determining  the  site  of  the 
road,  and  delaying  its  completion  till  sufficient 
Iliads  for  that  purpose  were  received  from  the  sale 
ofthelai^L 


We  hare  travelled  out  of  the  proper  object  of 
our  mission  in  bringing  this  subject  to  (he  atten- 
tion of  the  Government,  but  we  trust  our  excuse 
will  be  found  in  its  vital  importance  to  this  sec- 
tion of  our  country,  and  in  the  consideration  that, 
if  the  present  opportunity  passes  away  without 
producing  any  favorable  result,  we  may  consider 
as  hopeless  every  effort  to  attain  it. 

Considered  as  the  means  of  iocrea5ing  the  na- 
tional strength,  and  of  securing  the  possession  of 
an  important  frontier,  we  are  aware  that  it  has  no 
exclusive  claim  to  the  attention  of  the  General 
Government;  every  section  of  the  Union  has  an 
equal  right  to  urge  its  claims.  But  there  is  prob- 
ably none  in  which  the  expenditure  of  an  equal 
amount  would  be  productive  of  more  important 
consequences;  and  certainly  there  is  none  which 
is  weaker  in  itself,  or  more  difficult,  from  its  posi- 
tion, to  be  defended. 

But  when  it  is  recollected  that  this  whole  road, 
from  the  line  of  the  purchase,  was  made  upon  the 
frontier  settlement  of  the  Ohio  to  the  Detroit 
river,  and  will  pass  through  a  country  the  property 
of  the  United  btates,  except  one  Indian  reserva- 
tion, and  a  few  tracts  which  have  been  sold  or 
granted  at  Lower  Sandusky,  Fort  Meigs,  and  the 
river  Raisin,  the  cfic^t  of  such  a  road  upon  the 
sale  of  the  land  is  a  fair  object  of  inquiry  ;  and,  if 
it  is  believed  that  the  receipts  from  the  sales  will 
be  increased  by  it,  or  even  it  such  a  result  is  doubt- 
ful, the  importance  and  necessity  of  the  measure, 
connected  with  other  considerations,  may  fairljr 
justify  its  adoption. 

No.  4. 

Eaatmct  of  a  letter  addrti'fed  to  the  PrmderU,  in  the 

Winter  of  1818-'!  9,  by  the  Secretary  of  Michigan, 

The  alleged  intention  of  the  Government  to  di- 
minish the  force  at  the  military  post  at  Detroit, 
would  seem  to  imply  that  the  importance  of  that 
position  is  not  justly  appreciated. 

If  it  be  a  correct  proposition  that,  in  respect  to 
all  permanent  military  arrangements,  foreign  peo- 
ple are  to  be  considered  in  the  character  of  belli- 
gerents, then  I  consider  that  position,  in  point  of 
importance,  inferior  to  yery  few. 

It  juts  far  into  the  enemy's  country,  commanding 
the  roads  which,  running  parallel  with  the  Thames, 
or  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie^  little  diverging,  pass 
through  the  rapidly  increasing  settlements  of  that 
part  of  the  province  of  Upper  Canada  which  ex- 
tends from  the  head  of  La Ve  Ontario,  and  subjects 
the  greater  part  of  those  settlements  to  the  control 
of  a  large  force  at  Detroit.  The  topography  of 
that  country,  while  it  furnishes  great  facilities  for 
the  rapid  advance  of  an  American  force  through 
it,  protects  remarkably  its  retreat. 

As  a  position  opposed  to  an  enemy's  acting  of- 
fensively, Detroit,  in  relation  to  the  country  oppo- 
site, isa.titedft  pont.  AH  the  principal  roadis  of 
the  British  country,  above  the  lower  extremity  of 
Lake  Erie,  lead  to,  and  terminate  at  or  near  the 
settlement  of  Sandwich ;  the  position  at  Detroit 
commands  them. 

A  large  force  here,  also,  will  always  keep  im 
check  the  indian  tribes  which  inhabit  the  pemn- 
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aula  of  Michigan,  and,  combined  with  other  means, 
if  it  do  not  make  them  allies,  will  at  least  neutral- 
ize their  hostility. 

On  this  peninsula  there  must  be  full  one  thous- 
and Indian  warriors.  Mr.  Crooks,  Dr.  Turner, 
and  other  gentlemen,  estimate  them  to  be  more 
numerous. 

The  routes  by  which  these  Indians  ordinarily, 
and  almost  necessarily,  communicate  with  the 
British,  are  up  the  river  St.  Joseph  of  Lake  Mich- 
igan, and  down  the  Huron  to  the  mouth  of  the  De- 
troit; and,  from  the  northern  extremity  of  it,  past 
the  south  extreme  of  Saginaw  bay,  to  the  heads 
of  river  Rouge,  and  over  to  the  Huron,  coming  in 
at  the  same  point,  opposite  Maiden ;  a  large  mili- 
tary force  here,  consequently,  cuts  off  this  commu- 
nication. 

This  position,  combined  with  that  of  Fort  Gra- 
tiot, commands  the  straits  of  St.  Clair  and  Detroit, 
and  not  only  secures  the  upper  country  against  the 
influence  ot  a  Britii^h  naval  superiority  on  Lake 
Erie,  but  secures,  also,  the  safety  of  that  avenue 
through  which  j^upplies  to  the  upper  po?t  must,  of 
necessity,  pass;  for  it  is  firmly  believed  that,  with- 
out almost  infinite  hazard  and  expense,  they  can- 
not pass  up  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi.  From 
Indiana  to  Chicago  they  cannot  go,  tor,  through 
the  intervening  wilderness  and  swamps,  not  even 
an  Indian  foot  path  has  been  explored;  nor,  with- 
out imminent  danger,  can  they  be  passed  from  Fort 
Wayne,  for,  Detroit  in  possession  of  the  enemy, 
the  whole  peninsula,  being  a  wilderness,  would  be 
an  enemy's  country. 

As  a  point  from  which  to  invade  the  upper  pro- 
vince of  Canada,  Detroit  is  then  of  importance; 
but  as  a  shield  of  defence  for  the  uncovered  frontier 
of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  as  the  only  pledge  of  security 
for  the  upper  posts,  and  as  a  r^ecurity  against  In- 
dian hostility,  its  importance  must  be  manifest. 

Yet,  without  a  strong  military  force,  this  im- 
portant barrier  may,  at  any  time,  be  taken  by  a 
coup  <U  main.  Its  inhabitants,  as  yet  not  probably 
exceeding  about  eight  thousand,  are  located  in  one 
extended  and  incurvated  line  from  Lake  Huron  to 
Lake  Erie,  not  prewnting  at  any  point  a  very  com- 
pact settlement.  Theyliave  in  their  rear  the  In- 
dians of  the  peninsula;  on  the  one  flank  a  dreary 
extent  of  lake  and  wilderness;  on  the  other,  an 
impervious  morass,  cutting  them  ofl  from  the  pop- 
ulation of  Ohio ;  while,  in  front,  good  and  practi- 
cable roads  lead  to  them,  up  which  the  concen- 
trating force  of  the  enemy  may  at  any  time  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  them.  How  inadequate, 
therefore,  is  the  country  to  the  object  of  its  own 
protection  !  If  the  Government  had  not  heretofore 
closed  the  doors  of  the  country  against  a  greater 
influx  of  inhabitants,  its  situation  would  be  less 
precarious.  Since  1807  the  Indian  title  oTer  a 
very  considerable  portion  of  the  country  has  been 
extinguished,  but,  until  about  thecloseof  lQl8,none 
of  it  has  been  brought  into  market. 

To  the  adrantages  indicated  by  this  riew  of  the 
subject,  of  locating  a  considerable  military  force 
oear  Detroit,  is  to  be  superadded  the  important  one 
of  protecting  emigrants  now  coming  in,  and  for  the 
first  time  penetrating  into  the  back  country,  from 


j  the  individual  acts  of  hostility  of  wandering  In- 
dians. Such  occasional  acts  of  hostility  are  to  be 
expected;  they  will  be  excited  by  interruptioas 
I  upon  their  hunting  grounds.  And  still  further  is 
^  to  be  added  the  advantage  of  giving  effect  to  the 
projectof  making  a  road  through  the  Black  Swamp. 
This  is  a  work  which,  without  the  national  aid, 
will  hardly  be  effected  in  very  many  years.  The 
country  between  Fort  Meigs  and  Sandusky  can- 
not be  settled  until  the  swamp  be  drained;  con- 
sequently, individual  labor  upon  the  road  cannot 
be  relied  upon.  The  State  of  Ohio  can  hardly  be 
expected  to  accomplish  it;  for,  beyond  that  point, 
she  has  no  citizens  to  protect;  it  forms  her  bound- 
ary in  that  direction.  It  must,  t!ierefore,  be  a  na- 
tional work — a  work  which,  had  it  been  effected 
before  the  late  war,  would  have  saved  not  only  the 
degradation  of  a  capitulated  army,  but  also  many 
millions  of  money. 

It  is  very  certain  that  a  perfectly  good  military 
road  may  be  made  over  this  morass;  it  is  equally 
certain  that  the  greater  part  of  it  may  be  made 
capable  of  producing  abundant  crops.  The  rery 
act  of  making  a  durable  road  over  it  will  fit  a  con- 
siderable part  of  it  for  cultivation.  The  deep 
ditches  which  should  be  on  each  side  of  the  road, 
leading  into  the  many  streams  which  would  inter- 
sect that  road,  would  drain  a  very  considerable  part 
of  the  land  bordering  it.  This  swamp  is  in  gene- 
ral sufficiently  elevated,  consisting  of  a  basm  of 
hard  clay,  upon  which  is  bedded  a  thick  stratum 
of  the  most  fertile  black  loam.  The  currents  of 
the  frequent  streams  which  pass  through  it  are 
rapid,  and  the  height  of  their  banks  indicates  that 
the  general  surface  is  not  much  depressed. 

If  the  object  of  securing,  by  means  of  such  a 
road,  to  the  post  of  Detroit  its  military  supplies, 
could  be  combined  with  that  of  inducing  the  set- 
tlement of  the  intermediate  country,  the  advantage 
is  surely  worthy  of  notice,  as  it  regards  either  the 
military  or  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  nation. 


PAYMENT  FOR  PROPERTY  DESTROYED  BY 
THE  BRITISH. 

[Communicated  to  the  Hoosa,  January  12,  18S0.] 
DEPARTiiEirr  or  War,  Jan.  11,  1820. 

Sir:  In  conformity  with  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  23d  ultimo,  di- 
recting the  Secretary  of  War  to  lay  before  that 
House  the  rules  and  regulations  established  by  the 
Commissioner,  and  adopted  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment, in  relation  to  the  execution  of  the  *'act  to 
authorize  the  payment  for  property  lost,  captured, 
or  destroyed  by  the  enemy  while  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," passed  the  9th  of  April,  1816,  particularly 
in  relation  to  horses  lost,  1  have  the  honor  to  traoa- 
mit,  herewith,  the  rules  and  regulations  required. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  6lc. 

J.  C.  CALHOUIf. 

Hon.  H.  €lat,  Speaktf  Horn*  of  Rqn. 
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ReguUUians /or  the  govemmtnt  of  the  Commiseumer  of 

Clainu^  dated  July^  1816. 
.  The  act  of  the  9th  April,  1816,   authorizing  the 
appointment  of  a  commissioner  for  the  liquidation 
and  payment  of  claims  for  properly  lost,  captured, 
or  destroyed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes,  having  subjected  the  com- 
missioner appointed  under  that  act  to  such  rules  a? 
the  President  shall  prescribe  for  the  government 
of  his  conduct,  the  r resident,  upon  due  considera- 
tion, has  been  pleased  to  direct  that  all  cases  com- 
prehended in  the  fifth  class  of  claims  under  the 
said  act  shall  be  referred  to  the  additional  ac- 
countant of  the  War  Department  before  any  de- 
cision shall  be  made  thereon,  in  order  to  ascertain 
whether  the  same  shall  not  have  been  previously 

satisfied. 

WM.  H.CRAWFORD. 


Approved : 


JAMES  MONROE. 


Supplementary  regulations. 
The  evidence  of  officers  of  the  late  army,  and 
the  certificates  of  those  now  in  service,  taken  under 
the  original  regulations  prescribed  by  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Claims,  mu^t  slate  whether  any  certifi- 
cate or  voucher  in  relation  to  such  claim  has  been 
heretofore  given,  within  the  knowledge  of  the  wit- 
ness, or  of  the  officer  whose  certificate  is  required. 
The  claimant  must  also  state,  on  oath,  whether 
he  has  received  any  voucher,  and  account  for  its 
non-production  where  any  has  been  obtained.  In 
all  cases,  the  name  of  the  officer  by  whom  the 
voucher  was  given,  and  its  date,  as  nearly  as  can 
be  ascertained,  must  be  disclosed. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 


Approved: 


JAMES  MONROE. 


Department  or  War,  Sept.  7,  1816. 

Sir:  The  President  has  betsn  pleased  to  direct 
that  the  occupation  of  houses  and  buildings  by  the 
military  force  of  the  United  States  is  embraced 
by  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  "to  authorize 
the  payment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or  de- 
stroyed by  the  enemy  while  in  the  military  service 
of  tne  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and 
that  compensation  shall  be  allowed  for  damages 
sustained  in  consequence  of  such  occupancy,  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  such  houses  and  buildings  had 
been  occupied  as  a  military  deposite  under  the 
authority  of  an  officer  or  agent  of  the  United 
States.     I  have  the  honor,  dtc. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 


R.  B.  Lee,  Esq.,  Coitimissioner. 


''a  a.' 


Department  op  War,  Sept.  19,  1816. 

Sir:  In  looking  over  some  of  the  cases  referred 
by  you  to  the  accountant,  it  has  occurred  to  me 
that  the  public  interest  requires  that  some  addi- 
tional regulations  should  be  made  to  guard  the 
Government  against  imposition. 

In  some  cases,  the  evidence  discloses  the  name 
of  the  officer  by  whose  authority  the  impressment 
of  the  property  for  which  compensatioo  is  ciaim> 


ed  has  been  made ;  in  others,  there  is  no  such  dis- 
closure. In  the  first  ca.se,  where  the  original  certifi- 
cate of  the  officer,  or  his  evidence,  is  nut  produced, 
it  is  but  a  reasonable  precaution,  to  guard  the  public 
against  imposition,  that  his  testimony  should  be 
obtained.  In  the  second,  the  evidence  appears  to 
me  to  be  too  loose  to  justify  an  award  in  lavor  of 
the  claimant.  The  name  of  the  officer  by  whose 
authority  the  property  has  been  taken,  with  con- 
venient certainty  as  to  the  lime  and  place,  should 
be  di.sclosed,  to  enable  the  Government  to  obtain 
the  benefit  of  his  testimony.  In  some  of  the  cases 
which  I  have  looked  into,  the  loss  appears  to  have 
been  sustained  by  the  unauthorized  depredations 
of  the  soldiers,  and  does  not  come  within  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law. 

The  case  of  charges  for  attending  to  sick  soldiers 
appears  to  me  to  b«  liable  to  the  same  objection. 
The  witnesses  in  some  cases  swear  generally  to 
the  fact  of  impressment,  where  it  is  difficult,  if  not 
impossible,  to  conceive  how  iinptissment  could 
have  existed.  •  A<     y^'.^-i^ 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  I  have  conceived 
it  to  be  my  duty  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of 
the  President  the  propriety  of  directing  that,  in  all 
cases  of  property  impressed  coming  within  the 
provisions  ot  the  law,  the  name  and  rank  of  the 
officer  by  whose  authority  it  has  been  made  shall 
be  disclosed  in  the  evidence,  and  that  the  testi- 
mony of  such  officer  shall  be  obtained  by  the  Com- 
missioner, where  it  is  practicable,  before  any  de- 
cision shaJl  be  made  in  favor  of  such  claimant} 
that  the  case  of  charges  for  attending  sick  soldiers, 
and  the  loss  or  destruction  of  property  by  the  un- 
authorized acts  of  the  soldiery,  are  not  within  the 
provisions  of  the  law.  In  making  this  communi- 
cation, I  feel  it  my  duty  to  observe  that,  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  an  act  giving  such  exlen-sive  jurisdic- 
tion, under  rules  formed  without  experience,  it 
would  have  been  extraordinary  if  every  difficulty 
had  been  foreseen  and  provided  for  in  the  regula- 
tions thus  digested.  In  this,  as  in  every  theoreti- 
cal essay,  defects  will  necessarily  be  discovered 
in  practice,  which  ex p«>rience  alone  will  be  able  to 
remove.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  6lc. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
R.  B.  Lee,  Esq.,  Commissumer. 


War  Department,  Oct.  21,  1816. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  the  eleventh  .section  of  the 
"act  making  provision  for  property  lost,  captured, 
or  destroyed  by  the  enemy  wbile  in  the  military 
service  ol  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," the  President  has  been  pleased  to  direct- 
That  the  first  and  second  sections  of  the  said 
act  do  not  embrace  the  case  of  officers  of  the  regu- 
lar army;  and  that  the  property  which  a  regular 
officer  may  have  taken  with  him  in  the  service, 
or  which  he  may  have  been  required  by  law  to 
keep,  is  not  comprehended  by  the  terms  "im- 
pressed or  by  contract,"  used  in  the  third  section. 
That  the  provisions  of  the  third  section  extend 
only  to  losses  resulting  from  the  acts  of  the  enemv, 
or  from  the  failure  of  the  Government  to  kupply 
the  necessary  forage. 


2485  ' 


APPENDIX. 


24g6 


i^fMMrf  fitr  Property  destroyed  by  the  British. 


'*■  That  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  extends  only 
to  cases  of  destruction  of  property  by  the  enemy 
which  are  justifiable  by  the  laws  of  civilized  war- 
fare. That  the  occupation  of  houses  or  buildings 
as  places  of  military  deposite,  or  by  an  armed  force, 
rou5t  be  continued  up  to  the  time  of  destruction. 
That  the  occupation  of  houses  or  buildings  by  an 
armed  force  for  a  night,  upon  a  march,  is  not 
within  the  meaning  of  the  said  section,  unless  in 
the  immediate  presence  of  an  enemy.  That  no 
compensation,  by  way  of  interest,  rent,  or  dam- 
age can  be  allowed  under  the  act  for  the  time 
which  elapses  between  the  destruction  of  the  prop- 
erty and  the  decision  of  the  Commissioner.  That 
the  act  does  not  extend  to  the  case  of  consequen- 
tial iniury  resulting  from  the  destruction  of  houses 
or  buildings  under  the  ninth  section.  No  com- 
pensation can,  therefore,  be  allowed  for  the  de- 
struction of  houset:  or  buildings  not  occupied  as  a 
military  deposite,  or  by  a  military  force.  That, 
in  all  cases  of  doubt,  or  of  great  importance,  the 
Commissioner  shall  submit  the  evidence  to  the 
Executive  before  any  decision  is  made. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

R.  B.  Lee,  Esq.,  Qmmissioner. 


\f  War  Department,  OcL  30, 1816. 

Sir  :  Your  communications,  dated  the  25th  and 
38th  of  this  month,  have  been  submitted  to  the 
President,  who  has  instructed  me  to  say  that  the 
third  section  of  the  act  to  authorize  the  payment 
for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed,  Ac,  will 
not  justify  the  payment  of  claims  for  partial  inju- 
ries to  oxen  or  horses.  I  am  also  instructed  by 
the  President  to  request  that  you  will  suspend  all 
decisions  under  the  ninth  section  of  the  above- 
mentioned  act  until  further  advised. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 
V  GEORGE  GRAHAM. 

<*  R.  B.  Lbe,  Esq.,  Commissioner. 


-  War  Department,  Sept.  27,  1816. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  the  ninth  sec^on  of  the  act 
of  April,  1816,  for  compensating  claims  for  prop- 
erty lost,  captured,  dec.,  during  the  late  war,  the 
President  has  been  pleaf^ed  further  to  direct  that, 
in  cases  of  property  alleged  to  have  been  impressed 
or  taken  by  public  authority  for  the  use  or  subsist- 
ence of  the  Army,  the  name  and  rank  of  the  officer 
by  whom  or  by  whose  order  such  impressment 
shall  have  been  made  shall  be  discla««d  in  the  evi- 
dence of  the  claimant,  and  no  decision  shall  be 
made  in  his  favor  until  the  evidence  of  such  offi- 
cer shall  be  obtained  in  the  case,  unless  it  shall 
appear  that  such  evidence  cannot  be  obtained  by 
the  Commissioner.  The  President  has  also  direct- 
ed that  the  said  act  does  not  extend  to  cases  of 
property  destroyed  by  the  irregular  conduct  of  the 
soldiery,  nor  to  expenses  incurred  by  individuals 
in  attending  to  sick  or  disabled  soldiers. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
^  R.  B.  Leb,  Esq.,  Comnissionsr. 


Department  op  War,  Dec,  16,  1816. 

Sir:  lam  directed  by  the  President  to  infomn 
you  that,  under  existing  circumstances,  it  is  thought 
proper  that  no  final  decision  be  made  in  any  case 
now  depending,  or  that  may  be  exhibited,  under 
the  act,  &c.  You  will,  however,  proceed  to  pre- 
pare and  arrange  all  such  cases  for  decision  when 
it  shall  be  deemed  proper. 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 

R.  B.  Leb,  Esq.,  Commissioner. 


Department  op  War,  Jan.  1, 1817. 

Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  the  President  to  inform 
you  that  it  is  not  deemed  expedient  to  deduct  from 
the  amount  which  you  may  allow  to  any  individ- 
ual for  the  loss,  capture,  or  destruction  of  his  horse, 
such  sum  as  may  have  been  paid  him  for  the  use 
and  risk  of  such  horse.     I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 

R.  B.  Lbb,  Esq.,  Commissioner. 


Opficb  op  Claims  &c., 

Washington,  March  26,  1817. 

By  the  act  passed  on  the  9th  day  of  April  last, 
entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  pro- 
perty lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
while  lu  the  military  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  all  claims  provided  for  by 
the  said  act  must  be  presented  at  this  office  on  or 
before  the  9th  day  ol  April,  in  the  year  1818;  a«| 
if  not  presented  within  that  period,  they  cannot  be 
received,  examined,  and  decided  on  at  this  office* 

First  class  of  cases. 

The  claims  provided  for  by  the  said  act  are,  1st. 
"Any  volunteer  or  draughted  militiaman,  whether 
of  cavalry,  mounted  riflemen,  or  infantry,  who,  in 
the  late  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  has  sustained  damage  by  the  loss  of  any 
horse  which  was  killed  in  battle,  or  which  has 
died  in  consequence  of  a  wound  therein  received, 
or  in  consequence  of  failure,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  to  furnish  such  horse  with  suffi- 
cient forage  while  in  the  service  of  the  United 
Slates,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  the  value  of 
such  horse."  This  provision  comprehends  three 
descriptions  of  cases : 

1st.  A  horse  killed  in  battle. 

2d.  A  horse  dying  in  consequence  of  a  wound 
received  in  battle. 

3d.  A  horse  dying  in  consequence  of  not  being 
furnished  with  sufficient  forage  by  the  United 
States. 

To  substantiate  a  claim  of  either  description: 

1.  The  order  of  the  Government  authorizinff 
the  employment  of  the  corps  to  which  the  originau 
claimant  belonged,  or  the  subsequent  acceptance 
of  such  corps,  or  approbation  of  its  employment, 
must  be  produced. 

2d.  The  certificate  of  the  officer  or  surviving 
officer  commanding  the  claimant  at  the  time  of 
the  accident  on  which  the  claim  is  founded,  which 
certificate,  if  not  given  while  the  officer  was  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  must  be  sworn  to; 
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and,  in  erery  case,  it  must,  if  praciicable,  state  the 
then  value  of  the  horse  so  killed  or  dying.  Before 
any  other  evidence  will  be  received,  the  claimant 
must  make  oath  that  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  pro- 
cure that  which  is  above  specified,  and  that  the 
evidcikce  which  he  shall  produce  in  lieu  thereof  is 
the  best  which  he  is  able  to  obtain.  In  every  case, 
the  evidence  must  be  on  oath,  and  the  value  of  the 
horse  so  killed  or  dying  ascertained.  All  evidence 
offered  must  be  uken  and  authenticated  in  the 
manner  hereinafter  directed,  and  in  all  these  cases, 
the  claimant  must  declare,  on  oath,  that  he  has 
not  received  another  horse  from  any  officer  or 
agent  of  Crovernment  in  lieu  of  the  one  lost. 

Second  d(us  of  caaes. 

"  Any  person,  whether  of  cavalry,  or  mounted 
riflemen,  or  volunteers,  who,  in  the  late  war  afore- 
said, has  sustained  damage  by  the  loss  of  a  horse, 
in  consequence  of  the  owner  thereof  being  dis- 
mounted, or  separated  and  detached  from  the  same 
by  order  of  the  commanding  officer,  or  in  conse- 
quence of  the  rider  being  killed  or  wounded  in 
battle,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  the  value  of  such 
hon^e  at  the  time  he  was  received  into  the  public 
jcrrice."  This  class  comprehends  two  descrip- 
tions of  cases : 

1st.  When  the  owner  has  been  dismounted,  or 
separated  and  detached  from  such  horse  by  order 
of  the  commanding  officer. 

2d.  When  the  rider  has  been  killed  or  wounded 

in  battle,  and  the  horse  lost  in  consequence  thereof 

•»    The  same  evidence,  in  all  respects,  which  is  re- 

4lttired  in  the  first  class  of  cases,  will  be  required 

in  this. 

Third  da»8  of  cases. 

^  "  Any  person  who,  in  the  late  war  aforesaid,  has 
Unstained  damage  by  the  los.'?,  capture,  or  destruc- 
tion, by  an  enemy,  of  any  horse,  mule,  or  ox, 
wagon,  cart,  boat,  sleigh,  or  harness,  while  such 
property  was  employed  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,  either  by  impressment  or  by 
contract,  except  in  cases  where  the  risk  to  which 
the  property  would  be  exposed  was  agreed  to  be 
incurred  by  the  owner,  if  it  shall  appear  that  such 
loss,  capture,  or  destruction  was  without  any  fault 
or  negligence  of  the  owner ;  and  any  person,  during 
the  time  aforesaid,  who  has  sustained  damage  by 
the  death  of  such  horse,  mule,  or  ox,  in  consequence 
of  failure  on  the  part  ol  the  United  States  to  furnish 
sufficient  forage  while  in  the  service  aforesaid, 
shall  be  allowed  and  paid  the  value  thereof."  This 
class  comprehends  two  cases: 

1st.  The  loss  or  destruction  of  property  by  an 
enemy,  taken  by  impressment  or  engaged  by  con- 
tract in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States, 
being  either  a  horse,  a  mule,  an  ox,  wagon,  cart, 
boat,  sleigh,  or  harness,  excepting  articles  for 
which  the  owners  had  agreed  to  run  all  risks,  or 
which  were  lost  or  destroyed  by  fault  or  negli- 
gence of  the  owners. 

2d.  When  a  horse,  mule,  or  ox,  so  taken  or  em- 
ployed, has  died  from  the  failure  of  the  United 
States  to  furnish  sufficient  forage. 
.    1q  the  first  of  these  cases,  the  claimant  must  pro- 
duce the  certificate  of  the  officer  or  agent  of  the 


United  States  who  impressed  or  contracted  for  the 
property  above  mentioned,  and  of  the  officer  or 
surviving  officer  under  whose  immediate  com- 
mand it  was  taken  or  destroyed  by  an  enemy. 
Such  certificates,  if  such  officers  or  agents  at  the 
time  of  giving  them  be  not  in  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States,  must  be  sworn  to,  and  must 
positively  state  thai  the  property  was  not  lost  or 
destroyed  through  the  fault  or  negligence  of  the 
owner,  and  that  the  owner  did  not  agree  to  run 
all  ri>ks.  Furthermore,  the  usual  rate  of  hire  of 
the  articles  so  imjM-essed  or  contracted  for  in  the 
country  in  which  they  were  employed  must  be 
stated. 

In  the  second  case,  the  certificate  of  the  officer 
or  agent  of  the  United  States,  under  whose  com- 
mand such  horse,  mule,  or  ox  was  employed  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  must  be  produced. 

Before  any  other  evidence  will  be  received,  the 
claimant  must  make  oath  that  it  is  not  in  his  power 
to  produce  that  which  is  above  s|)ecified  ;  and,  fur- 
ther, that  the  evidence  which  he  offers  in  lieu 
thereof  is  the  best  which  he  is  able  to  obtain.  In 
every  case,  the  evidence  must  state  distinctly  the 
time,  place,  and  manner  of  the  lo&s^  and  the  value 
thereof. 

Fourth  doss  of  cases. 

"  Any  person  who,  during  the  late  war, has  acted 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  as  a 
volunteer  or  draughted  militiaman,  and  who  has 
furnished  himself  with  arms  or  accoutrements,  and 
has  sustained  loss  by  the  capture  or  destruction  of 
them,  without  any  lault  or  negligence  on  his  part, 
shall  be  allowed  and  paid  the  value  thereof."  This 
class  comprehends  two  cases: 

IsL  The  loss  of  such  arms  or  accoutrements  by 
the  enemy. 

2d.  The  loss  of  the  same  articles  in  any  other 
way,  without  the  fault  or  negligence  of  the  owner. 

This  provitiion  does  not  include  the  clothing  of 
soldiers,  or  the  clothing  and  arms  of  officers,  who, 
in  all  services,  furnish  at  their  own  risk  their  own. 
The  same  evidence  in  all  respects  is  required  in 
this  as  in  the  first  cIslss  ;  and,  moreover,  that  the 
loss  did  not  happen  from  the  fault  or  negligence 
of  the  owner. 

Fifth  dass  of  cases. 

"  When  any  property  has  been  impressed  or 
taken  by  public  authority  for  the  use  or  subsist- 
ence of  the  army  during  the  late  war,  and  the 
same  shall  have  been  destroyed,  lost,  or  consumed, 
the  owner  of  such  property  shall  be  paid  the  value 
thereof,  deducting  therefrom  the  amount  which  has 
been  paid,  or  may  be  claimed,  for  the  use  and  risk 
of  the  same  while  in  the  service  aforesaid." 

This  provision  relates  to  every  species  of  prop- 
erty taken  or  impressed  for  the  use  and  subsistence 
of  the  army  not  comprehended  in  any  of  the  pre- 
ceding classes,  and  which  shall  have  been  in  any 
manner  destroyed,  lost,  or  consumed  by  the  army, 
including  in  its  scope  all  kinds  of  pro  visions,  forage, 
fuel,  articles  for  clothing,  blankets,  arms,  and  am- 
munition— in  fact,  every  thing  for  the  use  and 
equipment  of  an  army.  In  all  these  cases,  the 
certificates  of  the  officers  or  agents  of  the  United 
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States  taking  or  impressing  any  of  the  aforesaid 
articles,  authenticated  by  the  ofilcer  commanding 
the  corps  for  whose  use  they  were  taken  or  im- 
pressed, and,  furthermore,  of  the  officers  and  agents 
under  whose  command  the  same  were  destroyed, 
lost,  or  consumed,  specifying  the  value  of  the  arti- 
cles so  taken  or  impressed,  and  destroyed,  lost,  or 
consumed,  and  if  any  payment  has  been  made  for 
the  use  of  the  same,  and  the  amount  of  such  pay- 
ment, [must  be  furni.shed  ;]  and,  if  no  payment  has 
been  made,  the  certificate  must  state  that  none  has 
been  made. 

Before  any  other  evidence  will  be  received,  the 
claimant  must  name  the  person  taking  or  impress.-  j 
ing  such  property,  and  show  that  it  is  impractica-  , 
ble  to  procure  that  which  is  above  spt-citied;  and,  j 
further,  that  the  evidence  which  he  offers  in  lieu 
thereof  is  the  best  which  he  is  able  to  obtain. 

Under  this  provision,  no  claim  can  be  admitted 
for  any  article  which  has  not  been  taken  by  (he  | 
orders  of  the  commandant  of  the  corps  for  whose  '■ 
use  it  may  be  stated  to  have  been  taken.     For  any 
taking  not  so  authorized,  the  party's  redress  is 
against  the  person  committing  it. 

f,-.  Sixth  (and  last)  class  of  cases. 

"When  any  person,  during  the  late  war,  has 
sustained  damage  by  the  destruction  of  his  house 
or  building  by  the  rnemy,  while  the  same  was  oc- 
cupied as  a  military  deposite  under  the  authority 
of  an  officer  or  agent  of  the  United  States,  he 
shall  be  allowed  or  paid  the  amount  of  such  dam- 
age, provided  it  shall  appear  that  such  occupation 
was  the  cause  of  its  destruction." 

In  this  ci.se  the  certificate  of  the  officer  or  agent 
of  the  United  States,  under  whose  authority  any 
such  house  or  building  was  occupied,  must  be  fur- 
nished. Before  any  other  evidence  as  to  this  fact 
will  be  received,  the  claimant  must  name  the  per- 
son under  whose  authority  such  house  or  building 
was  occupied,  and  show  that  it  is  impracticable  to 
procure  such  certificate,  and  that  the  evidence 
which  he  shall  offer  in  lieu  thereof  is  the  best  which 
he  is  able  to  obtain. 

Furthermore,  in  all  cases  submitted  to  this  office, 
every  claim  must  be  accompanied  by  a  statement,  on 
oath,  by  every  claimant,  of  all  sums  which  he  may 
have  received  on  account  of  such  claim,  from  any 
officer,  agent,  or  department  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States;  and  where  he  has  received 
nothing,  that  fact  must  also  be  stated  on  oath 
by  him. 

It  will  be  particularly  noted  by  claimants  that 
the  preceding  rules  of  evidence  generally  and  more 
especially  apply  to  claims  which  shall  not  exceed 
in  amount  two  hundred  dollars;  and  that  in  all 
cases  in  which  the  claims  in  amount  shall  exceed 
two  hundred  dollars,  a  special  commissioner  will 
be  employed  to  take  testimony,  but  in  these  cases, 
as  far  as  it  shall  be  practicable,  the  same  rules  of 
evidence  will  be  observed. 

In  all  casps  in  which  the  officers  or  agents  of 
the  United  States  shall  have  taken  or  impressed 
property  for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  which  property  so  taken  or  impressed  shall 
have  been  paid  lor  by  them  out  of  their  private 


funds,  or  the  value  thereof  recovered  from  them  in 
due  course  of  law,  such  officers  or  agents  are  enti- 
tled to  the  same  remuneration  to  which  the  origi> 
nal  owners  of  such  property  would  be  entitled  if 
such  payment  or  recovery  had  not  been  made,  and 
can  settle  their  claims  at  this  office,  producing  au- 
thentic vouchers  for  such  payment  or  recovery. 
Nor  will  any  original  claimants  be  paid  through 
this  office,  till  they  release  all  claims  against  such 
officers  or  agents  of  the  United  States  on  account 
of  such  taking  or  impressment. 

In  every  case  no  claim  will  be  paid  but  to  the 
person  originally  entitled  to  receive  the  same,  or, 
in  case  of  his  death,  to  his  legal  representative,  or, 
in  either  event,  attorney  duly  appointed.  When 
attorneys  shall  be  employed,  it  is  recommended  to 
the  parties  interested  to  have  their  powers  executed 
in  due  form. 

All  evidence  offered  must  be  sworn  to  (except 
the  certificates  of  officers  who,  at  the  time  of  giv- 
ing them,  shall  be  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States)  before  some  judge  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  States  or  Territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  mayor  or  chief  magistrate  of  any 
city,  town,  or  borough  within  the  same,  notary 
puGlic,  or  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  any  State  or 
Territory  of  the  United  States,  duly  authorized  to 
administer  oaths,  of  which  authority  proof  must 
be  furnished,  either  by  a  certificate  under  the  seal 
of  any  Stale  or  Territory,  or  the  clerk  or  prothon- 
otary  of  any  court  within  the.<^me.  But  the  seal 
of  any  city,  town,  or  borough,  or  the  attestation  of 
any  judge  of  the  United  States,  will  require  no 
further  authentication. 

By  the  law  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  the  va- 
rious articles  described  in  the  third  class  of  cases 
are  to  be  paid  for,  not  only  on  the  contingency  of 
their  being  "  taken  and  destroyed"  by  the  enemy, 
and,  in  the  case  of  horses,  mules,  and  oxen,  on  the 


contingency  of  their  dying  "in  consequence  of 
failure  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  furnish 
sufficient  forage."  but  whenever  the  loss  shall  hap- 
pen from  any  otner  cause  while  the  property  was 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  "with- 
out any  fault  or  negligence  on  the  part  of  the 
owner,  except  in  cai>es  where  the  risk  to  which 
the  property  would  be  exposed  was  agreed  to  be 
incurred  by  the  owner. 

By  the  first  section  of  the  last-mentioned  law,  it 
is  also  provided  that  the  ninth  section  of  the  first> 
mentioned  act,  of  the  9th  of  April,  1816.  compre- 
hending the  sixth  class  of  cases,  "  shall  be  con- 
strued to  extend  only  to  houses  or  other  buildines 
occupied  by  the  order  of  an  officer  or  agent  of  the 
United  States  as  a  place  of  deposite  for  military 
or  naval  stores,  or  as  barracks  for  the  military 
forces  of  the  United  States."  In  all  the  cases 
arising  under  the  ninth  section,  thus  modified  and 
explained,  the  facts  established  by  the  evidence  in 
each  case  are  to  be  reported  "  to  Congress  as  soon 
as  may  be,  that  such  provision  may  be  made  for 
the  relief  the  respective  claimants  as  shall  be 
deemed  just  and  proper." 

It  is  earnestly  recommended  to  claimants  of 
every  description  to  conform  strictly  to  the  direc- 
tions contained  in  this  paper.    In  all  cases  com. 
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prehended  in  the  fifth  class  of  cases  e^pecially,  the 
testimony  of  the  ofl5cer  impressing  or  takmg  the 
property  cannot  be  dispensed  with,  unless  it  be 
proved  to  be  impracticable  to  obtain  it.  In  every 
ca.se  he  must  be  named.  It  is  also  recommended 
to  claimants  to  estimate  their  damages  at  the  mos.t 
reasonable  valuation,  as  extravagant  valuations 
create  distrust,  and  in  such  instances,  will  compel 
the  commissioner  to  report  to  further  investigation, 
and  consequently  will  induce  delay. 

All  persons  who  have  business  with  this  office 
arc  requested  to  address  their  letters  to  the  sub- 
scriber as  commissioner,  which  will  be  transmit- 
ted free  of  postage.  

g„^  RICHARD  BLAND  LEE, 

n-  •  -     •  Commimoner  of  CtaivM^  ^c. 


Department  op  War,  April  23,  1817. 
•    Sir:  Yourcoramonicationsof  the  3ist  of  March 
Und  of  the  19th  instant  having  been  submitted  to 
the  President,  I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that 
the  decision  of  the  Attorney  General  in  the  case 
of  Joseph  Anderson,  which  excludes  *'  houses  and 
buildings"  from  the  operation  of  the  fifth  section 
of  the  '*  act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  property 
lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  bv  the  enemy  while  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  and  which  limits  the  terms  used 
in  that  section  to  personal  or  moveable  property 
as  distinct  from  real  estate,  is  not  considered  as 
extending  to  growing  crops  of  grain,  grass,  vege- 
tables, or  growing  timber,  which  may  have  been 
taken  by  public  authority  for  the  use  or  subsist- 
ence of  the  array — the  act  of  taking  in  such  cases 
implying  a  .severance  from  the  ground,  and  a  con-  i 
sequent  change  in  the  nature  of  the  property.   The  j 
mere  occupation  of  private  buildings  by  troops  for  j 
temporary  accommodation,  on  a  march  for  exam-  ^ 
pie,  is  not  thought  by  the  President  to  be  such  an  i 
occupation  as  would  bring  them  within  the  mean- 1 
ing  of  the  terms  used  in  the  first  section  of  the 
amendatory  act  passed  the  3d  of  March  last,  as  a 
continued  possession  for  some  time  would  do ;  but 
as  the  cases  arising  under  that  section  are  all  to 
be  submitted  to  Confess,  and  not  to  this  Depart- 
ment, for  final  decision,  the  President  sees  no  ob- 
jection to  your  acting  on  the  construction  which 
you  have  given  to  the  words  "as  barrack"  used  in 
that  section,  because,  Congress  being  in  possession 
of  the  facts,  each  particular  ca.se  will  determine 
how  far  the  temporary  occupation  of  a  building 
mar  make  it  a  barrack.     I  have  the  honor,  Ac, 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 
R.  B.  Lee,  Esq.,  CoMviitstonfr. 


That  the  bill  is  intended  to  proride  payment  for 
property  said  to  have  been  destroyed  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  New  Orleans  during  the  invasion  by 
the  enemy  in  1814-1815,  and  while  in  the  occu- 
pancy of  the  troops  of  the  United  Stalw. 

In  support  of  the  claim  is  the  affidavit  of  Rich- 
ard Rell,  Benjamin  Morgan,  and  Peter  Foucher, 
who  state  that,  "'after  the  retreat  of  the  enemy, 
they  were  appointed  by  the  quartermaster  general, 
under  an  order  from  General  Jackson,  to  ascertain 
the  nature  and  amount  of  the  damages  caused  to 
several  persons  ;"  that  "  they  repaired  lo  the  coun- 
try seal  of  Francis  B.  Longville,  where,  after  a 
careful  and  minute  examination  of  the  premises, 
they  have  found  and  etitimated  the  damages  done 
to  bis  real  estate  as  follows: 
Damages  done  to  (he  dwelling-house,  oc- 
cupied as  quarters  by  General  Carroll  3300  00 
Damages  to  the  store-house  -  -  - 
The'  following  buildings  entirely  de- 
stroyed : 
A  corn-house  .        -        -        - 

An  out-house  27  by  25  feel    - 
A  kitchen  and  small  hout«  adjoining 
A  bake-house         .        -        -        - 

A  stable 

15  acres  of  standing  fence 
33  acres  post-and-rail  fence    - 


25  00 


•  300  00 

-  300  00 

-  160  00 

-  350  00 

-   60  00 

-  385  00 

-  390  00 

$2;250  00 

LOSSES  SUSTAINED  DURING  THE  INVA- 
SIGN  OF  LOUISIANA  BY  THE  BRITWH 
IN   1814-1815. 

[Cotnrounicated  to  the  House,  March  23,  1820.] 
Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  ^'An  act  fur  the  relief 
of  Francis  B.  Longville,"  reported : 


Total 


General  Carroll,  in  a  letter  to  General  Jackson^ 
of  the  4ih  of  March,  1815,  says : 

'•  The  owner  of  the  plantation  and  house  occu- 
pied by  me  as  quarters  during  our  stay  at  the  camp 
below  New  Orleans  has  called  upon  me  to  certify 
the  damages  he  sustained.  I  have  barely  to  re- 
mark, that  a  fine  garden,  his  out-houses,  or  a  part 
of  them,  and  all  his  fences  were  completely  de- 
stroyed ;  his  dwelling-house  was  much  injured  bv 
seven  or  eight  18-pound  balls  passing  through  it" 

There  is  no  doubt  but  the  injury  sustained  by 
the  claimant  has  been  very  considerable,  and,  if 
entitled  to  relief,  it  may  reasonably  be  doubted 
whether  it  is  practicable  to  obtain  more  correct 
data  from  which  to  ascertain  the  amount  than 
those  which  he  has  furnished. 

This  being  one  of  a  large  class  of  cases,  and  of 
great  apparent  hardship,  and  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  committee,  do  not  come  within  any  rule 
settled  by  Congress  which  would  authorize  an 
allowance ;  and  the  other  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture having  come  to  a  decision  in  which  the  com- 
mittee have  not  felt  it  their  duty  to  concur,  they 
have  deemed  it  proper  to  present  to  the  Hotise 
somewhat  in  detail  the  views  which  they  hare 
taken  of  the  question,  and  to  which  they  have  been 
led  by  the  nature  of  their  inquiries,  connected  with 
the  events  of  the  late  war. 

During  the  prosecution  of  that  war,  losses  hate 
been  sustained  by  thecitizens,  of  all  the  variety  of 
character,  and  from  as  various  causes  and  inci- 
dents as  the  most  fruitful  imagination  could  sug- 
gest ;  and,  as  they  could  be  traced  directly  or  indi- 
rectly to  the  events  of  a  war  declared  and  prose- 
i  Cttted  by  the  Government,  an  opiiion  seems  to 
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have  been  entertained  that  payment  mav  right- 
fully be  demanded  Irom  the  Treasury  to  tneir  full 
amount,  whatever  be  their  description,  or  from 
whatever  cause  produced. 

That  war  having  been  the  first  which  hasoccur- 
red  under  the  present  Government,  the  effects  of 
which  have  been  felt  to  a  very  considerable  extent, 


those  who  pay  them ;  so  that,  after  the  most  of 
which  the  Government  is  capable  shall  have  been 
done,  but  little  advance  will  be  made  towards  an 
equality  in  the  public  burdens  of  this  character. 

Losses  and  sufferings  resulting  accidentally  from 
a  state  of  war  will,  at  a  given  period,  fall  heavier 
upon  one  section  of  the  country  than  another,  and 


there  is  no  settled  rule  of  the  c^unlry  ihat  can  be  {  always  unequally  upon  the  citizens  of  any.  But 
referred  to  as  a  guide  in  adjusting  the  claims  to  it  may  fairly  be  presumed  that  different  large  di»- 
which  it  has  given  rise;  and,  consequently,  the  j  tricts,  taking  a  series  of  years  together,  will  be  snb- 
rule  which  shall  be  applied  to  those  claims  will  be  jected  to  nearly  the  same  suffering;  and  it  is  be- 
regarded  as  the  law  ot  the  country  applicable  to  lieved  it  would  be  much  better  to  leave  it  to  the 
like  cases  in  all  future  wars,  and  from  which  the  citizens  toequalize  their  burdens  among  themselves, 
Government  cannot  depart,  to  the  prejudice  ofjas  their  sense  of  propriety  shall  dictate,  than  for 
claimant.*,  without  furnushing  just  cause  of  com- ;  the  Government  to  encourage  them  to  look  to  the 
plaint ;  for  nothing  can  be  more  reasonable  than  !  Treasury  for  relief,  and  thus  subject  the  country 


that  he  who  should  have  contributed  to  the  relief 
of  his  neighbor  should,  in  his  turn,  be  relieved. 
And  hence  the  necessity  that,  in  deciding  upon  the 
claims  incident  to  the  late  war,  ^reatcare  be  taken 
that,  while  remuneration  for  individual  losses  shall 
be  awarded  to  the  full  extent  which  a  regard  to 


I  to  the  unavoidable  loss  of  time  resulting  from  succt 

I  a  policy,  with  which  there  will  always  Se  associated 

j  a  lamentable  source  of  speculation  and  fraud. 

I      If  the  views  which  the  committee  have  taken 

[  of  the  subject  be  correct,  it  undeniably  follows  that 

;  the  greater  the  extent  to  which  the  Government 

the  best  interests  of  the  country  will  justify,  those  '  shall  endeavor  to  equalize  the  burdens  of  the  peo- 

interests  shall  not  be  essentially  impaired  by  a  de-    pie  resulting  incidentally  from  a  state  of  war,  the 

sire  to  relieve  from  partial  suffering.  |  more  will  the  nation  be  impoverished  ;  and  hence 

It  is  believed  that  the  interests  of  the  people  col-  i  it  is  believed  that  the  permanent  interest  of  the 

lectively  would  be  best  promoted  should  the  Gov-    country  will  be  best  promoted  by  a  policy  which 


ernment  limit  its  demands  upon  them  to  the  sunos 
necessary  to  meet  the  current  expenses,  provide  for 
the  common  defence,  and  advance  such  other  great 


shall  confine  the  allowances  of  Government  within 
known,  and  well-defined  limits. 


narrow. 


The  sudden  invasion  by  the  enemy  at  an  uiiex- 


^  national  objects  as  are  within  its  proper  sphere  of   pected  point  near  New  Orleans  produced  a  ret/eat 


jurisdiction,  and  leave  it  to  them  to  exercise  their 
own  discretion  in  selecting  their  situations  and 
employments,  without  the  hope  of  deriving  any 
thm^  from  the  Treasury,  except  a  just  reward  for 
services  rendered,  and  a  fair  equivalent  for  their 
property  directly  applied  to  public  purposes. 

In  the  same  proportion  as  thecitizens  are  taught 
to  look  to  the  Treasury  for  support,  they  will  relax 
in  their  exertions  to  acquire  it  by  prudent  care  and 


of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  concentration  of  a  large 
military  force,  mostly  militia,  equally  sudden,  and 
without  any  previous  preparation  ;  and  hence  re- 
sulted a  general  prostration  of  private  property  in 
the  neighborhood,  partly  by  the  American  troops, 
and  partly  by  the  enemy,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 
but  much  01  it  was  an  unnecessary,  useless  waste, 
resulting  not  from  the  will  of  the  Government  or 
its  agents,  but  from  a  state  of  things  over  which 


industry;  and,  should  it  become  the  settled  policy  j  theyliad  no  control 

of  the  Government  to  remunerate  for  losses  merely        It  is  believed  by  the  committee  that  a  rule  which 

incident  to  a  state  of  war,  it  would  operate  as  an  ,  would  authorize  an  allowance  in  this  case  would 

inducement  to  the  citizens  to  seek  for  a  ready  !  produce  to  the  country  much  more  of  evil  than 

market  and  a  high  prjce  for  their  effects  in  losses  !  benefit;  and,  as  the  testimony  does  not  satisfac- 

of  that  de.<icription,  rather  than  afford  to  them  the  ;  torily  show  that  the  property  for  which  the  peti- 

best  protection  in  their  power;  and,  having  secured  !  tioner  prays  to  be  compensated  was  taken  and  used 

such  a  market,  a  high  price  would  followofcourse —  ,  for  the  public  service,  they  recommend  that  the  bill 

a  circumstance  which  the  Government  having  ne-    be  indefinitely  postponed 

cessarily  to  decide  upon,  ex  parte  testimony  can 

never  guard  against.    Hence  it  is  believed  that  it 

would  not  be  expedient  to  remunerate  for  losses 

which  shall  have  been   incidenul,  and  resulted 

from  causes  over  which  the  Government  has  no 

control. 

Were  it  practicable  for  Government,  through 
the  operations  of  the  Treasury,  to  equalize  the 
burdens  of  the  people  arising  from  a  state  of  war, 
or  other  national  calamity,  much  might  be  said  in 
its  favor  ;  but  such  a  result  can  never  be  effected. 
In  the  first  place,  human  wisdom  is  totally  incom- 
petent to  the  adoption  of  any  plan  by  which  the 
true  amount  of  such 
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[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  December  20,  1819.] 
Mr.  Sanpord  made  the  following  report: 
The  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures have  considered  the  official  statements  which 
have  been  hitherto  made  of  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States  with  foreign  countries,  and  the  pro- 
o*ses  could  be  ascertained;    visions  which  are  requisite  for  obtaining  complete 


and,  secondly,  the  taxes  on  which  the  Government 
must  rely  to  furnish  itself  with  the  means  to  satisfy 
the  claims  can  never  be  made  to  fall  equally  upon 


and  accurate  statistical  accounts  of  the  foreign 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  they  submit 
to  the  Senate  the  following  report: 
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Ths  exports  and  imports  of  the  United  States  have  been  stated  to  amount^  in  uUue,  to  the  /bttotoing  sum  in  the 

foUowng  years  : 


Ye«r«. 


From  August 
From  October 
From  October 
From  October 
From  October 
From  October 
From  October 
From  October 
From  October 
From  October 
From  October 
From  October 
From  October 
From  October 
From  October 
From  October 
From  October 
From  October 
From  October 
From  October 
From  October 
From  October 
From  October 
From  October 
From  October 
From  October 
From  October 
From  October 
From  October 


1,  1789,  to  September  30, 
1,  1790,  to  September  30, 
1,  1791,  to  September  30, 
1,  1792,  to  September  30, 
1,  1793,  to  September  30, 
1,  1794,  to  September  30, 
1,  1795,  to  September  30, 
1,  1796,  to  September  30, 
1,  1797,  to  September  30, 
1,  1798,  to  September  30, 
1,  1799,  to  September  30, 
1,  1800,  to  September  30, 
1,  1801,  to  September  30, 
1,  1802,  to  September  30, 
1,  1803,  to  September  30, 
1,  1804,  to  September  30, 
1,  1805,  to  September  30, 
1,  1806,  to  September  30, 
1,  1807,  to  September  30, 
1,  1808,  to  September  30, 
1,  1809,  to  September  30, 
1,  1810,  to  September  30, 
1,  1811,  to  September  30, 
1,  1812,  to  September  30, 
1,  1813,  to  September  30, 
1,  1814,  to  September  30, 
1,  1815,  to  September  30, 
1,  1816,  to  September  39, 
1,  1817,  to  September  30, 


1790 
1791 
1792 
1793 
1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 


Total  vmToe  of  Totnl  ▼aloe  of 


eiportx. 


^20,415,967 
19,012,041 
20,753,098 
26,109,672 
33,026,233 
47,989,472 
67,064,097 
56,850,206 
61,527.097 
78,665,522 
70,971,780 
94,115,925 
72,483,160 
55,800,033 
77,699,074 
95,566,021 
101,536,963 
108,343,150 
22,430,960 
.52  203,233 
66,757,970 
61,316,833 
38,527,236 
27,855,997 
6  927,441 
52,557,753 
81,920,452 
87,671,569 
93,281,133 


imports. 


$69,756  258 
81,436,164 
75379,406 
68,551,700 
79.069,148 
91,252,768 

111,363,511 


4 


*A 


The  exports  are  here  given  according  to  the 
official  statements  of  the  Treasury.  The  imports 
here  stated  for  certain  years  are  given  according 
to  unofficial  estimates  of  their  value. 

The  exports  and  imports  of  the  United  States 
for  each  year  since  the  commencement  of  the  pres- 
ent Government,  in  1789,  have  been  stated  by  the 
Treasury.  The  official  statements  are  annually 
communicated  to  Congress,  and  are  laid  before 
the  public.  These  statement.^  set  forth  various 
matters  concerning  the  exports  and  imports  as 
facts.  They  have  been  accordingly  regarded  as 
the  authentic  source  from  which  accurate  infor- 
mation concerning  our  exports  and  imports  may 
be  derived,  and  as  an  official  exposition  of  the 
stale  of  our  commerce  with  foreign  countries. 
Every  part  of  the  statements  bears  the  same  stamp 
of  authority,  all  parts  of  them  are  equally  official, 
and  all  are  given  as  equally  authentic. 

Are  these  statements  accurate  in  the  points 
which  they  represent  as  facts;  and  do  they  exhibit 
all  the  facts  which  should  appear  in  statistical 
accounts  of  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  United 
States? 

All  the  matters  set  forth  in  the  statements  of 
exports  and  imports  are  furnished  to  the  Treasury 
by  the  collectors  of  the  customs.  The  materials 
received  from  the  collectors  are,  at  the  Treasury, 


compiled  into  the  statements  which  are  annually 
laid  before  Congress  and  published.  The  state- 
ments of  exports  and  those  of  imports  are  rendered 
distinctly  from  each  other. 

The  master  of  every  vessel  bound  to  a  foreign 
place  is  required  to  deliver  to  the  collector  of  the 
port  from  which  the  vessel  is  about  to  depart  a 
manifest  of  all  the  cargo  on  board  of  the  vessel,  to 
state  the  value  of  the  cargo  and  the  destination  of 
the  vessel,  and  to  verify  the  manifest  and  state- 
ments by  bis  own  oath.  The  collector  thus  ob- 
tains an  account  of  the  cargo,  the  kinds,  qmnti- 
ties,  and  values  of  the  articles  of  which  it  consists, 
and  the  destination  of  the  vessel.  The  kinds  and 
quantities  of  the  exports  are  stated  by  the  collect- 
ors, in  most  cases,  as  they  are  received  from  the 
masters  of  vessels;  aod  by  the  Treasury,  in  all 
cases,  as  they  are  received  from  the  collectors. 
Those  values  are,  in  some  cases,  the  sums  fur- 
nished by  the  masters  of  vessels;  but,  in  most 
cases,  they  are  valuations  made  by  the  collectors 
themselves. 

The  quantities  of  the  exports  are  furnished  by 
the  master  of  the  vessel ;  and  they  are  sometimes 
given  with  considerable  inaccuracy,  either  bfcause 
the  quantities  are  not  accurately  known  by  the 
master,  or  from  want  of  care.  But  as  there  is,  in 
general,  no  motive  to  misrepresent  these  facts,  such 
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errors  may  be  on  the  side  either  of  excess  or  defi- 
ciency ;  and  they  may  not  much  vary  the  total 
quantities  stated.  Where  the  articles  are  foreign 
products  which  are  exported  with  drawback  of 
duties,  the  exporter  himself  enters  them  for  expor- 
tation. But  this  entry  does  not  state  the  quanti- 
ties of  articles  which  pay  ad  valorem  duties  as  im- 
ports. Where  the  articles  pay  specific  duties  as 
imports,  their  quantities  are  ascertained  with  en- 
tire accuracy  by  the  entry  of  the  exporter,  aod  by 
reference  to  the  importation.  In  all  cases,  except 
those  of  articles  of  foreign  origin  which  areexported 
with  drawback  of  duties,  the  quantities  of  the  ex- 
ports, as  they  are  stated  by  the  Treasury,  are  de- 
rived solely  irom  the  masters  of  vessels. 

Where  the  exports  are  products  of  the  United 
States,  the  species  and  quantities  of  the  several 
articles  are  given  in  the  statements;  where  the 
exports  are  products  of  other  countries  which  paid 
specific  duties  upon  importation,  their  kinds  and 
quantities  are  staled. 

Where  the  exports  consist  of  merchandise  of 
foreign  production  which  paid  ad  valorem  duties 
upon  importation,  no  specification  of  the  kinds, 
quantities,  or  values  of  particular  articles  is  given 
in  the  returns  of  the  collectors  or  in  the  statements 
of  the  Treasury.  These  articles  are  arranged  un- 
der different  heads,  according  to  the  rates  of  duty 
which  they  respectively  paid  as  imports.  All  arti- 
cles which  pay  the  same  rate  of  duty  are  placed 
in  one  class ;  and  the  total  value  of  ail  the  arti- 
cles composing  each  class  is  given ;  but  the  kind, 
quantity,  or  value  of  any  particular  article  is  not 
slated. 

Our  exports  of  articles  of  foreign  production 
have,  generally,  been  great.  In  the  three  years 
preceding  the  1st  of  October,  1799,  and  in  the 
three  years  preceding  the  1st  of  October,  1807,  the 
exports  of  articles  of  foreign  production  considera- 
bly exceeded  the  exports  of  our  domestic  products. 
In  other  years,  the  exports  of  foreign  merchandise 
have  been  more  than  one-third,  and,  in  others, 
more  than  one-fourth  of  all  our  exports.  At  pres- 
ent, the  exports  of  foreign  merchandise  are  more 
than  one-fourth  of  the  whole  exports.  Of  these 
exports  of  foreign  merchandise,  about  one-third 
has  generally  consisted  of  articles  which  paid  ad 
valorem  duties  as  imports,  have  amounted,  upon 
an  average  of  the  last  twenty-three  years,  to  more 
than  nine  millions  of  dollars  for  each  year.  From 
the  present  statements  we  know  not  what  these 
exports  paying  ad  valorem  duties  as  imports  really 
are.  The  exports  of  this  particular  class  are  im- 
portant, not  only  from  their  amount,  but  also  as 
including  those  foreign  manufactures  which  enter 
into  competition  with  our  own  manufactures  in  our 
own  markets.  It  will  be  useful  that  we  should 
know  the  kinds,  quantities,  and  values  of  the  prin- 
cipal articles  of  these  exports  with  more  distinct- 
ness than  at  present  appears ;  and  it  will  not  be 
difficult  to  select  from  these  exports  those  of  the 
principal  kinds,  which  are  considerable  in  amount, 
and  to  state  such  parts  of  them  separately,  by  their 
kinds,  quantities,  and  values. 

Where  the  exports  consist  of  foreign   goods 
which  were  free  from  duty  as  imports,  the  total 
16th  Con.  1st  Scss.— 79 


value  of  all  these  exports  is  slated  in  oDie 
without  a  specification  of  the  kind,  quantity,  or 
value  of  any  particular  article.  The  exports  of 
some  of  these  articles  are  considerable,  and  the 
kinds  of  the  articles  are  not  numerous.  It  will  be 
easy  to  state  either  the  whole  of  these  exports,  or 
those  of  them  which  are  of  considerable  amount, 
by  the  kinds,  quantities,  and  values  of  particular 
articles. 

In  determining  the  values  of  the  exports,  the 
collectors  reject  the  valuation  furnished  by  the* 
master  of  the  vessel  whenever  they  think  proper 
to  do  so,  and  make  their  own  valuation,  which 
they  return  to  the  Treasury.  There  is  some  diver- 
sity in  the  practice  of  difiTerent  collectors  in  respeei 
to  the  cases  in  which  they  substitute  their  ows 
valuation  for  that  of  the  master,  and  also  in  re- 
spect to  the  principles  upon  which  the  valuations 
of  the  collectors  are  made.  The  course  pursued  ai 
some  of  the  principal  ports  will  be  stated,  and 
will  show,  in  general,  the  methods  by  which  the 
exports  have  been  valued. 

Where  the  exports  are  products  of  the  United 
States,  or  products  of  foreign  countries  which  pay 
specific  duties  upon  importation,  the  valuation  it 
generally  made  oy  the  collector  in  the  following 
manner:  The  valuation  furnished  by  the  master 
of  the  vessel  is  entirely  disregarded.  The  current 
prices  of  each  article  at  the  port  of  exportatiea, 
during  the  whole  quarter  of  the  year  in  which  the 
goods  are  exported,  are  collected  from  such  infor- 
mation as  the  collector  may  possessor  procure; 
and  from  all  the  different  prices  a  mean  value  of 
the  article  is  deduced,  which  is  the  same  through 
the  whole  quarter.  The  average  value  of  each 
article  thus  derived  from  the  several  market  priees 
of  the  quarter,  is  the  value  assigned  to  the  article 
by  the  collector  during  that  quarter. 

Where  the  exports  are  articles  of  foreign  origin 
which  pay  ad  valorem  duties  as  imports,  and  are 
afterwards  exported  with  drawback  of  duties,  the 
value  assigned  to  them  as  exports  is  the  foreign 
cost  of  the  articlei',  with  an  addition  to  that  cost 
of  twenty  per  centum  if  the  goods  came  from  be- 
yond the  Cape  of  Grood  Hope,  and  ten  per  centum 
if  they  came  from  way  other  place.  This  is  the 
manner  of  valuing  these  exports  at  some  of  the 
principal  ports.  At  some  other  ports,  it  appeara 
that  the  valuation  of  these  exports  furnished  by 
the  master  of  the  vessel  is  received,  and  returned 
to  the  Treasury  without  alteration. 

Where  the  exports  are  articles  of  foreign  origin 
which  were  free  from  duty  upon  importati<Ni,  or 
were  subject  to  ad  valorem  duties  as  imports,  and 
are  subsequently  exported  without  drawback  of 
duties,  the  valuation  given  by  the  master  of  the 
vessel  is  generally  adopted  by  the  collector,  aod 
returned  to  the  Treasury. 

Thus,  the  valuations  of  the  exports  which  aj^ 
pear  in  the  statements  of  the  Treasury  are  madq 
partly  and  principally  by  the  collectors,  and  partly 
by  the  masters  oi  vessels. 

The  principle  established  for  the  valuaticm^of 
the  exports  by  the  ninety-third  section  of  the  act 
of  March  2,  1799,  is,  that  each  article  shall  be 
stated  aocprding  to  its  actual  value  at  the  port  and 
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time  of  exportation.     As  the  cargo  is  generally 
purchawd  ai  the  port  of  exportation,  and  its  value 
there  may  always  be  known,  it  seems  to  have  been 
supposed  that  the  true  cast  or  actual  value  of  the 
cargo  would  be  always  known  to  fhe  master  of 
the  vessel,  and  that  he  would  state  the  cost  or 
Tilue  accurately  to  the  collector.     Hence,  the  only 
provision  of  law  for  obtaining  valuations  of  the 
exports  is  that  which  requires  a  statement  of  the 
value  of  the  cargo  from  the  master  of  the  vessel.  ] 
But  it  is  found  in  practice  that  the  statements  of 
values  by  the  master  are  generally  loose  and  un- 
certain, and  often  very  incorrect.     As  the  master 
is  seldom  the  owner  of  the  cargo,  he  is  in  general 
Ignorant  of  the  price  paid  for  it,  or  its  real  value. 
The  owner  of  the  cargo,  or  the  agent  who  pur- 
chases it,  is  not  rcquirwi  to  furnish  any  account  of 
It,  or  to  make  any  statement  of  its  value.     The 
roaster  alone  is  required  to  state  the  value.     He 
therefore  states  the  value  by  conjecture,  or  accord- 
ing to  such  information  as  he  may  receive  from 
the  shipper;  and  the  shipper  is  at  liberty  to  give 
any  information,  or  no   information,  upon   that 
pomt.    The  oath,  which  is  the  only  security  for  a 
true  statement  of  the  value,  is  required  from  the 
master,  and  not  from  the  owner  or  exporter  of  the 
articles  valued.  •   ^*' •    :?«)«« 

The  collectors,  in  most  cases,  reject  the  valua- 
tions of  the  master,  and  make  their  own  valua- 
tions.    This  practice,  though  a  deviation   from 
law,  has   probably  tended  to  furnish   valuations 
more  correct  than  those  of  the  masters  of  vessels, 
in   all   the  cases   in    which   the   collectors   have 
founded  their  valuations  upon  real  market  prices. 
Bat  in  the  caNe  of  exports  of  goods  of  foreign  ori- 
gin, where  the  collector  states  the  value  of  the 
exports  at  the  foreign  cost  of  the  articles,  with  ad- 
ditions of  ten  and  iwentv  per  centum,  a  strange 
anomaly  takes  place.     The  collector  rejects  the 
master's  valuation,  not  in  order  to  adopt  the  mar- 
ket value  of  the  articles,  but  in  order  to  substitute 
a  prior  foreign  price  of  the  articles,  with  uniform 
additions  of  ten  and  twenty  per  centum.     This 
mode  of  valuation  is  entirely  artificial.     It  must, 
in  general,  represent  these  exports  as  worth  con- 
siderably less  than  their  real  value  here,  since  they 
are,  in  general,  worth  much  more  in  our  markets 
f  than  the  foreign  cost,  with  the  additions  of  ten 
and  twenty  per  centum.     The  master's  valuation, 
erroneous  as  it  often  is,  would  give  the  value  of 
these  exports  more  accurately  than  such  valuations 
« of  the  collector. 

t  There  are  suflBcient  reasons  to  believe  that  the 
»  general  tendency  of  the  present  methods  of  valua- 
^  lion  has  been,  in  some  degree,  to  overrate  the  ex- 
ports, and  to  state  them  somewhat  higher  than 
their  real  values  at  the  ports  of  exportation.  The 
■  degree  of  this  exaggeration  cannot  be  determined. 

*  It  is,  however,  believed  to  be  not  very  considera- 
'  We.  With  some  abatement  for  this  excess,  the 
'  Taluations  of  the  exports  may  be  considered  as 

nearly  correct. 

The  statements  of  exports  appear  to  show  the 

•  foreign  countries  to  which  the  exports  are  sent, 
the  several  countries  are  speei6ed,  and  the  amount 
nported  to  each  is  stated.    This  part  of  the  state- 


ments is  generally  regarded  as  showing  th«  re- 
spective amounts  of  our  exports  received  by  differ- 
ent foreign  countries.  But  the  statements  do  not 
show,  with  certainty,  the  amounts  of  our  exiwrts 
received  by  particular  countries;  they  exhibit 
merely  the  reported  destinations  of  the  vessels  in 
which  the  exports  depart. 

The  destination  of  the  vessel  and  cargo  is>  treated 
at  the  custom-house  as  a  matter  of  no  moment, 
further  than  to  obtain  the  name  of  some  foreign 
place  to  be  inserted  in  the  manifest  and  clearance. 
The  master  of  a  vessel  bound  from  this  country 
states  at  the  custom-house  any  foreign  place  which 
he  pleases  to  name  as  the  destination  of  the  ves.sel, 
and  his  declaration  is  received  without   further 
inquiry.     The  destinations,  thus  reported,  are  re- 
turned to  the  Treasury,  and  are  there  given  in 
the  statements  of  exports  as  the  countries  to  which 
the  goods  are  exported.     But  the  true  destination 
is  sometimes  coucealed,  to  prevent  competition  in 
the  commerce  really  intended;  and  when  there  is 
an  apprehension   of  capture,  a   false  destination 
may  be  announced,  in  order  that  it  may  appear 
in  the  clearance,  if  that  document  should  fall  into 
the  hands  of  captors.     When  a  true  destmalion  is 
given,  it   is  frequently  the  first   foreign   port  at 
which  the  vessel  is  intended  to  touch  for  advice 
and  refreshments,  while  the  real  destination  of  the 
cargo  is  for  some  other  country  ;  or  the  ultimate 
destination  may  be  contingently,  for  one  of  several 
countries,  according  to  the  state  of  the  markets, 
or  other  circumstances.     The  destination  may  be 
changed  after  the  clearance  is  obtained,  or  at  any 
time  after  the  vi's.sel  leaves  the  port  of  dejiarture. 
It  is  not  uncommon  to  declare  the  destination,  and 
take  a  clearance  for  the  West  Indies  generally.    A 
clearance  is  sometimes  taken  for  Euiore,  Asia,  or 
Africa.     In  all  such  cases,  the  particular  country 
to  which  the  cargo  is  really  destined  is  lelt  uncer- 
tain ;  but  it  is  principally  iu  our  commerce  with 
Europe  that  the  reported  destinations  do  not  truly 
show  the  countries  which  first  receive  our  exports. 
Clearances  for  great  quantities  of  our  exporus  are 
taken  for  England,  or  for  England  and  a  market, 
and  for  Cowes  and  a  market.     Some  of  these  ex- 
ports are  landed  in  England  ;  but  a  great  portion 
of  them  is  carried  to  the  countries  on  the  European 
continent,  and  first  landed  there.     England  is  a 
great  mart,  and  is,  in  some  respects,  the  centre  of 
the  commerce  of  Europe.    In  England  informa- 
tion of  the  state  of  markets  upon  the  continent  of 
Europe  may  always  be  obtained.     Our  own  com- 
merce and  mercantile  connexions  with  England 
are  great.     The  balance  of  our  trade  with  Eng- 
land is  uniformly  and  largely  against  us ;  and  this 
balance  is  di.scharged  principally  by  our  exports  to 
the  European  continent.     The  great  capitals  of 
the  British  merchants,  and  their  mercantile  con- 
nexions with  every  country  in   Europe,  enable 
them  to  make  advances  or  payments  for  our  ex- 
ports to  any  part  of  Europe,  when  those  exports 
are  placed  under  their  control.     These,  and  other 
causes,  make  England  the  channel  through  which 
we  receive  payment  for  a  great  part  of  our  exports 
to  the  continent  of  Europe.     In    this  course  of 
things,  very  considerable  quantities  of  our  exports 
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which  are  carried  to  the  continent  of  Europe,  and 
first  landed  there,  depart  nominally  for  England, 
and  are  now  suted  as  exported  to  England.  Con- 
siderable quantities  of  our  exports  are  also  cleared 
for  Gibraltar,  and  are  stated  as  exports  to  Gibral- 
tar. Nearly  all  these  articles  go  into  the  Medi- 
terranean, and  are  first  landed  in  the  different 
countries  adjacent  to  that  sea.  Hence,  our  ex- 
ports to  England  and  Gibraltar  have  been  swelled 
far  beyond  their  real  amount  in  the  statements  of 
exports.  The  true  amount  of  these  exaggerations 
cannot  be  known,  but  they  are  undoubtedly  very 
considerable.  In  some  other  branches  of  our  for- 
eign commerce,  in  which  it  is  known  that  the 
voyage  is  in  general  really  that  which  is  an- 
nounced, we  may  rely  upon  the  reported  destina- 
tion as  sufficiently  showing  the  foreign  country 
which  receives  the  exports.  Without  such  a 
knowledge  of  the  actual  course  of  trade,  we  can- 
not rely  upon  any  part  of  the  present  statements 
as  exhibiting  accurately  the  amount  of  our  exports 
to  any  foreign  country.  The  destinations  are  now 
reported  by  the  master  alone,  with  so  much  loose- 
ness and  inaccuracy  that  this  part  of  the  subject 
is  left  in  much  uncertainty. 

It  is  proposed  that  the  exporter  shall  join  with 
the  ma.^ter  of  the  vessel  in  furnishing  the  account 
of  the  exports,  and  in  stating  their  value  and  their 
true  destination.  This  provision  will  probably 
prove  sufficient  to  obtain  accurate  statements  of 
the  kinds,  quantities,  and  values  of  the  exports, 
and  of  their  true  destinations. 

The  statements  of  imports  consist  of  certain  ma- 
terials which  are  brought  into  the  Treasury  by  the 
laws  imposing  duties  on  goods  imported  into  the 
United  States,  and  regulating  the  collection  of 
those  duties.  They  present  the  facts  which  are 
ascertained  for  the  purpose  of  levying  those  duties, 
and  nothing  more. 

All  the  imports  are  either  free  from  duty,  or  sub- 
ject to  duty ;  and  those  articles  which  are  subject 
to  duly  are  charged  either  with  duly  on  the  quan- 
tity, or  with  duty  on  the  value.  Goods  free  from 
duty  have  never  been  comprised  in  the  statements 
of  imports  in  any  manner  whatever.  Such  mer- 
chandise IS  entered  at  the  custom-house,  and  land- 
ed, under  permission,  like  goods  subject  to  duty, 
but  no  return  or  account  of  it  is  given  to  the  Trea- 
sury. There  is,  accordingly,  a  total  omission  of 
all  goods  free  from  duty  in  all  the  official  state- 
ments of  imports. 

The  statements  of  the  Treasury  present  only  the 
imports  subject  to  duty.  These  imports  are  pre- 
s«ated  under  the  two  general  heads  of  ^'^oods  sub- 
ject to  specific  duty,"  and  "goods  subject  to  ad 
valorem  duty." 

-  The  kinds  and  the  quantities  of  the  imports  sub- 
ject to  specific  duties  are  ascertained  by  the  officers 
of  the  customs.  The  statements  of  tne  Treasury 
accordingly  present  all  the  articles  subject  to  spe- 
cific duties  with  accuracy  in  respect  to  their  kinds 
and  quantities. 

But  the  official  statements  present  no  valuation 
whatever  of  any  of  the  articles  subject  to  specific 
duties.  These  articles  are  not  valued  at  the  cus- 
tom houses,  or  at  the  Treasury.      ,„  „ 


The  imports  subject  to  ad  valorem  duties  are 
presented  in  a  very  different  form.  All  article* 
which  pay  the  same  duty  are  con.solidated  into  one 
mass,  and  the  total  value  of  that  mass  is  given  in 
the  official  statements.     There  is  no  specification 

of  any  particular  article  by  name  or  description 

no  statement  of  the  quantity  or  value  of  any  single 
article;  and  it  does  not  appear  what  particular  ar- 
ticles, belonging  to  the  class  of  those  paying  the 
same  rate  of  duty,  have  really  been  imported  or 
not.  As  many  columns  are  stated  as  there  are 
rates  of  ad  valorem  duties,  and  under  each  column 
the  aggregate  value  of  all  the  imports  paying  the 
same  rate  of  duty,  and  nothing  else,  is  stated. 

The  imports  subject  to  ad  valorem  duties  are 
valued  at  the  cu>tom  houses.  The  foreign  cost  of 
the  articles  in  the  countries  from  which  ihey  come 
is  first  ascertained;  an  addition  is  then  made  to 
that  cost  of  twenty  per  centum,  when  the  mer- 
chandise is  imported  from  any  place  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  ten  per  centum  when  it 
is  imported  from  any  other  place.  These  total 
sums,  so  composed,  are  returned  to  the  Treasury  as 
the  values  of  these  imports,  and  the  same  values 
are  assigned  to  them  in  the  statements  of  the  Trea- 
sury.   It  thus  appears — 

1.  That  the  imports  free  from  duty  are  included 
in  the  statements. 

2.  That  no  account  whatever  is  given  of  the 
value  of  the  imports  subject  to  specific  duties. 

3.  That  goods  subject  to  ad  valorem  duties  are 
not  distinguished  in  their  kinds,  so  as  to  afford  any 
useful  inlormation ;  that  their  quantities  are  not 
given  at  all ;  and  that  their  values  are  blended  into 
certain  grass  sums,  without  showing  the  value  of 
any  single  article. 

4.  That  the  valuations  given  to  the  importssub- 
ject  to  ad  valorem  duties,  are  made  upon  an  erro- 
neous principle. 

But  these  points  demand  a  more  particular  con- 
sideration. 

The  omission  of  all  the  imports  fte^.  from  duty 
is  an  obvious  defect.  A  chasm  of  unknown  ex- 
tent is  here  left  in  the  statements  of  our  imports. 
The  importance  of  this  omission  may  be  at  once 
conceived  by  adverting  to  the  catalc^ue  of  arti- 
cles free  from  duty,  and  to  the  large  importations 
of  many  of  them  which  are  known  to  take  place. 
Copper,  brass,  tin,  furs,  hides,  plaster  of  Paris, 
and  the  dying  woods,  without  specifying  other 
articles  free  from  duty,  form  a  very  large  amount 
of  our  imports.  The  true  amount  of  the  imports 
free  from  duty  cannot  be  estimated  with  much 
accuracy,  but  a  probable  opinion  of  their  amount 
may  be  formed.  The  amount  of  the  exports  of 
these  articles  is  known,  for,  lingular  as  it  may  be, 
the  exports  of  these  articles  are  given,  though  we 
have  no  account  of  the  same  articles  as  imports. 
The  exports  of  articles  which  had  been  previously 
imported,  and  were  free  from  duty  as  imports,  are 
stated  by  the  Treasury  to  have  amounted  in  value 
to  the  following  suras  in  the  following  years: 
From  the  1st  of  October,  1804,  to  the 

30ih  of  September,  1805  -  -  $1,641,726 
From  the  1st  of  October,  1805,  to  the 

30th  of  September,  1806       -        -      3,383,910 
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From  the 

dOthof 

Prom  the 

3ethof 
Prom  the 

30th  of 
Prom  the 

SOtfaof 
From  the 

30th  of 
From  the 

30th  of 
From  the 

30th  of 
From  the 

30th  of 
Prom  the 

30th  of 
Prom  the 

30th  of 
Prom  the 

30ihof 
Prom  the 

30th  of 


Ist  of  October,  1806, 
September,  1808 
1st  of  October,  1807, 
September,  1808 
1st  of  October,  1808, 
September,  1809 
l$t  of  October,  1809, 
September,  1810 
1st  of  October,  1810, 
September,  1811 
1st  of  October,  1811, 
September,  1812 
1st  of  October,  1812, 
September,  1813 
1st  of  October,  1813, 
September,  1814 
Ist  of  October,  1814, 
September,  1815 
1st  of  October,  1815, 
September,  1816 
1st  of  October,  1816, 
September,  1817 
1st  of  October,  1817, 
September,  1818 


to  the 

. 

3,080,114 

to  the 

_ 

370,341 

to  the 

. 

543.242 

to  the 

- 

1,322,023 

to  the 

- 

1,495,984 

to  the 

-        - 

586,180 

to  the 

- 

57,604 

to  the 

_ 

953 

to  the 

- 

758,869 

to  the 

- 

1,448,548 

to  the 

- 

800,812 

to  the 

.         .Hm\> 

'  1,790,036 

Total  amount  of  the  fourteen  years   -  SI  5,280,340 

These  exports  thus  appear  to  have  exceeded 
$1,000,000  annually,  upon  an  average  of  the  last 
fourteen  years.     From  the  best  means  of  judging 
which  are  pos.<tessed,  it  is  estimated  that  the  im- 
ports free  from  duty  which  have  been  consumed 
10  the  United  States  for  the  last  fifteen  years  have 
amounted  at  least  to  $4,000,000  annually.     Our 
present  consumption   of  these  articles  probably 
exceeds  that  sum.     Assuming  this  estimate,  and 
supposing  that  the  annual  exports  of  these  articles 
amount  to  $1,000,000,  we  must  conclude  that  the 
total  annual   amount  of  our   imports   of  articles 
free  from  duty  is  at  least  J$5,000,000.     These  arti- 
cles, whatever  may  be  their  true  amount,  have 
never  entered  into  the  public  statements  of  im- 
ports.    Surely  they  are  of  sufficient  importance  to 
DC  known.     They  should  have  their  place  in  the 
ttatiftfieal  accounts  of  our  imports.    They  are  not 
only  as  important  as  any  other  articles  of  equal 
amount;  but,  if  any  class  of  imports  can  be  justly 
considered  more  important  than  another,  it  must 
be  that  which  we  invite  to  our  country,  by  ex- 
empting it  from  burdens  imposed  upon  tne  intro- 
doction  of  all  other  merchandise. 
'■  More  than  one-third  of  all  the  merchandise  im- 
pOTted  into  the  United  States  consists  of  articles 
subject  to  specific  duties.     The  whole  of  this  great 
mass  of  imports  is  presented  without  any  state- 
ment of  its  value.     The   thirty-sixth   section   of 
the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1799,  regulating  the 
eollection  of  duties,  requires  valuations  of  imports 
subject  to  specific  duties  as  well  as  of  others  ;  but, 
in  practice,  no  valuation  of  these  articles  is  made. 
As  valuations  uf  these  articles  are  not  necessary 
for  any  purpose  of  revenue,   the  object  of  the 
Legislature,  in  this  provision,  must  have  been  to 
procure  authentic  valuations  of  these  imports  for 
the  general  purposes  for  which  statistical  accounts 
of  imports  are  useful.     The  statements  of  these 


imports,  as  they  are  now  fnmished,  are  te  a 
degree  useless,  for  want  of  valuations. 

More  than  one-half  of  all  our  imports  are  arti- 
cles subject  to  duty  on  their  value.   These  articles 
are  stated  in  such  a  manner  as,  in  effect,  to  give 
no  information  of  the  kind,  quantity,  or  value,  of 
any  one  article  imported.      Thus,  we  find  in  the 
statements,  that  the  goods  paying  ad  valorem  du- 
ties at  the  rate  of  fifteen  per  centum,  which  were 
imported  during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of 
September,  1817,  amounted  in  value  to  $14,082,- 
903;  and  this  is  all  we  learn  concerning  those 
goods.     If  we  inquire  what  those  goods  were,  the 
statements  afford  no  answer.     We  know,  indeed, 
that  the  imports,  which  are  subject  to  a  duty  of 
fifteen  per  centum  on  the  value,  are  all  articles 
which  are  not  free,  and  not  subject  to  any  other 
rate  of  duty.     We  can,  therefore,  determine  what 
those  goods  were  not;  that  is  to  say,  that  they 
were  not  any  of  the  articles  which  are  either  free 
from  duty,  or  are  charged  with  some  rate  of  duty 
different  from  fifteen  per  centum.     It  is  impossible 
to  discover,  from  the  statements,  what  those  goods 
amounting  to  $14,082,903  really  were.     If  we  de- 
sire to  learn  how  much,  either  in  quantity  or  value, 
of  woollen  cloth,  or  of  any  other  article  paying 
the  same  rate  of  duty  with  woollen  cloth,  has  been 
imported,  we  search  these  statements  in  vain  for 
that  purpose.   We  know  the  rate  of  duty  to  which 
woollen  cloth  is  subject,  and  we  find  the  aggre- 
gateivalue  of  all  the  imports  subiect  to  that  rate  of 
duty  amounted  to  a  certain  sum ;  but  whether  wool- 
len cloth  was  or  was  not  one  of  the  articles  im- 
ported and  comprehended  in  this  total  value,  does 
not  appear.     The  aggregate  value  given  in  the 
statements  may  result  from  all,  from  one,  or  from 
any  part  of  all  the  articles  charged  with  the  same 
rate  of  duty.     The  articles  which  belong  to  one 
class,  as  paying  the  same  rate  of  duty,  are  very 
numerous,  and  the  importations  of  the  particular 
articles  of  eact  class  are  very  different  in  amount 
at  different  times.     The  only  conclusion  concern- 
ing any  particular  article  which  can  be  derived 
from  the  statements  is,  that,  if  that  article  had  been 
imported  at  all,  its  value  is  comprised  in  the  ag- 
gregate value  of  all  the  articles  which  pay  the 
same  duty.     It  does  not  appear  whether  any  par- 
ticular article  has  been  imported  or  not.  f^- 
Among  the  imports  subject  to  ad  valorem  dutin 
are  those  which  enter  into  competition  with  our 
own  manufactures  of  the  like  articles;  as,  for  ex- 
ample, the  various  fabrics  of  wool,  cotton,  and 
iron.     Yet  we  are  without  any  authentic  informa- 
tion of  the  quantities  or  values  of  all  these  various 
manufactures  which  we  receive  from  other  coun- 
tries.   We  know,  in  general,  that  the  importations 
of  these  manufactures  are  great ;  and  a  deplorable 
proof  that  they  are  very  great,  is  found  in  the  ruin 
which  they  have  brought  upon  many  of  our  citi- 
zens who  have  engaged  in  simitar  manufactures. 
But  this  general  knowledge,  even  when  combined 
with  all  the  particulars  which  they  who  are  best 
informed  upon  this  subject  can  communicate,  af- 
fords no  accurate  account  of  facts.     Do  you  ask 
how  much,  either  in  quantity  or  value,  of  manu- 
factures of  iron,  of  wool,  or  of  cotton,  is  now  im- 
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ported  into  the  United  States,  or  has  been  imported 
within  any  of  the  last  thirty  years?  Your  ques- 
tion is,  inde^,  interesting ;  but  it  cannot  be  an- 
swered by  any  official  or  authentic  statement  of 
our  imports.  It  is  peculiarly  desirable  that  we 
should  possess  actuirate  information  of  the  amount 
of  imported  manufactures  in  those  cases  in  which 
OUT  own  consumption  is  supplied  partly  by  the  in- 
dustry of  onr  own  citizens,  and  partly  from  foreign 
countries.  The  imports  of  this  character  involve 
jja  great  question  of  national  policy.  As  they  are 
augmented  or  diminished,  our  own  manufactures 
are  depressed  or  relieved.  It  is  now  evident  that 
some  of  the  most  important  of  our  own  manufac- 
tures require  the  aid  of  the  Government  to  sup- 
port them  against  the  pressure  of  foreign  com- 
petition. 

Correct  information  of  the  kinds  and  amounts 
of  these  imports  may  be  easily  obtained.     When 

foods  subject  to  ad  valorem  duties  are  imported,  the 
ind  of  each  article  is  ascertained,  in  order  to  as- 
certain the  rate  of  duty  to  which  it  is  subject;  and 
its  value  is  ascertained,  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
amount  of  the  duty.  The  quantity  of  the  article 
also  appears  from  the  invoice  of^  the  importer. 
The  custom-house  thus  obtains  an  account  of  the 
kind,  quality,  and  value  of  every  import  subject 
to  ad  valorem  duty.  But  these  facts  are  not  given 
in  the  accounts  returned  to  the  Treasury.  In 
those  accounts,  the  kinds,  quantities,  and  values 
of  particular  articles  are  not  stated.  All  articles 
whtch  pay  the  same  rate  of  duty  are  placed  in  one 
0ltM,  and  the  aggregate  value  of  the  whole  class 
is  given.  In  the  present  practice  of  the  custom- 
houses, no  account  of  the  quantities  or  value  of 
particular  articles  is  preserved.  The  invoice  of 
the  importer  is  returned  to  him  after  the  amount 
of  the  duty  is  ascertained.  But  an  account  of  the 
denomination  of  the  article,  its  quantity,  and  its 
value,  may  be  kept,  and  returned  to  the  Treasury. 
i-  It  is  not  proposed  that  a  distinct  account  should 
be  kept  at  the  custom-houses,  or  given  in  the  state- 
nents  of  imports,  of  the  kind,  quantity,  and  value 
of  every  article  subject  to  ad  valorem  duty.  This 
would  be  an  extreme  of  minuteness,  without  utility. 
The  articles  subject  to  ad  valorem  duties  com- 
prehend the  finer  manufactures ;  and  those  man- 
ufactures are  now  so  numerous,  and  so  various  in 
their  denominations,  that  an  account  of  the  im- 
ports of  each  one  of  them  by  its  peculiar  denom- 
ination would  be  far  too  prolix.  It  is  proposed  to 
select  from  these  imports  such  of  them  as  are  great 
in  amount,  and  such  of  them  as  come  into  compe- 
tition here  with  like  articles  manufactured  in  any 
considerable  degree  in  the  United  States  ;  and  to 
state  such  imports  separately  from  all  others,  and 
from  each  other,  by  their  kinds,  qualities,  and 
v^alues.  Thus,  manufactures  of  cotton,  woollen 
manufactures,  and  manufactures  of  iron,  are  three 

Sreat  classes  of  imports  which  should  be  stated 
istinctly.  Manufactures  of  ftax,  and  those  of  silk, 
may  also  be  stated  separately.  Some  of  these  gen- 
eral heads  may  be  susceptible  of  subdivisions,  which 
f  would  be  useful ;  other  particular  imports,  of  suf- 
ficient importance  to  be  distinctly  known,  should 
4ke  separately  stated.    But  it  does  not  seem  ex- 


pedient to  define  the  cases  in  which  ^)ecial  state- 
ments of  particular  articles  should  be  given.  oth«- 
wise  than  by  the  general  principles  which  have 
been  mentioned.  The  application  of  those  princi- 
ples, and  the  selection  of  particular  cases  for  state- 
ments, will  most  properly  be  left  to  the  officers  who 
compile  the  statements.  Under  a  general  direc- 
tion, they  will  be  able  to  determine  the  cases  in 
which  special  statements  will  be  useful,  wad  to 
reach  the  judicious  medium  between  too  much 
uncertainty  on  the  one  side,  and  unnecessary  min- 
uteness on  the  other.  When  all  the  cases  whit^ 
are  worthy  of  distinct  statements  shall  have  been 
selected,  the  residue  of  these  imports  may  be  stated 
in  such  aggregates  or  classes  as  may  be  conve- 
nient. 

The  imports  subiect  to  ad  valorem  duties  afe 
stated  as  being  of  the  value  of  their  foreign  cost, 
with  additions  of  ten  or  twenty  per  centum  to  that 
cost.  These  additions  to  the  forei^  cost  are  alto- 
gether artificial.  They  are  prescnbed  by  the  acts 
concerning  the  duties  ;  perhaps,  in  order  to  adapt 
the  duties  to  the  foreign  cost  of  the  articles,  so  as  to 
levy  the  same  revenue  upon  like  articles,  whether 
imported  from  Europe  or  from  India.  The  same 
effect  to  the  revenue  would,  however,  be  produced  if 
the  duty  were  ten  per  centum  higher,  and  the  Euro- 
pean article  were  valued  at  its  foreign  cost  merely, 
and  the  like  article  from  India  were  valued  at  its 
foreign  cost,  with  an  addition  of  ten  per  centum. 
The  same  effect  to  the  revenue  would  also  result 
if  the  European  article  and  the  article  from  India 
were  each,  respectively,  valued  at  their  foreign 
cost  merely,  if  the  doty  on  the  European  article 
were  at  the  same  time  ten  per  centum  higher, 
and  the  duty  on  the  article  from  India  twenty 
per  centum  higher  than  they  now  are.  The 
real  and  sole  elect  of  raising  the  valuation  is  to 
augment  the  duty.  It  cannot  be  said  that  the 
^M'eign  cost,  when  augmented  by  one-tenth  or 
one-nfth  of  that  cost,  is  the  true  value  of  the 
imports  in  this  country.  The  true  value  of  a 
thing  can  never  be  assessed  and  declared  by  law. 
It  is  always  a  fact  depending  upon  the  utility  of 
the  thing  for  the  time  being;  or,  in  other  words, 
upon  the  supply  of  the  articles,  and  the  wants  of 
mankind.  Whether,  therefore,  the  legislator  de- 
clares a  permanent  value  of  imports,  as  m  England, 
or  a  variable  value,  with  fixed  and  uniform  addi- 
tions, as  here,  he  never  determines  the  true  value 
of  any  article.  Such  relations  of  value  may,  per- 
haps, be  convenient  as  fiscal  rules,  because  they 
may  tend  to  render  the  duties  equal,  in  effect,  upon 
difierent  importers ;  or  they  may  serve  to  produce 
the  amount  of  revenue  intended  to  be  levied ;  but 
they  do  not  represent  facts  as  they  are.  Nor  can 
it  be  supposed  that  the  imports  from  the  countries 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Grood  Hope,  when  increased 
by  one-fifth,  and  otha*  imports,  when  increased  by 
one-tenth  of  their  foreign  value,  afford  an  average 
of  their  value  here ;  or  that  these  gross  sums  arc  a 
just  equation  of  the  values  of  these  imports  in 
thb  country.  The  fact  is  not  so.  The  imports 
from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  must  be  con- 
sidered as,  in  general,  worth  here  at  least  aevoity 
per  centum  more  than  their  foreign  cost,  and  the 
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imports  from  Etirope  may  be  estimated  to  be,  id 
geoeral,  at  least  thirty-five  per  centum  more  valu- 
able here  tbaa  in  the  couoiries  from  which  they 
come.     The  duties  alooe  upon  a  great  part  of  these 
imports  are  more  than  ten  and  twenty  per  cenium 
of  their  foreign  cost.     If  the  duties  on  these  im- 
.  ports  were  added  to  the  foreign  co»t,  the  sum  ob- 
tained in  that  manner  would  approach  far  more 
nearly  to  the  value  of  the  import^  here  than  the 
amount  obtained  by  the  fixed  additions  of  ten  and 
.  twenty  per  centum  to  the  foreign  cost.     But,  with- 
out regard  to  the  duties,  if  there  were  any  pro- 
priety in  the  idea  of  attempting  to  ascertain  the 
true  value  of  the  imports  here  by  fixed  additions  to 
.the  fort-ign  cost,  which  might  be  equal  to  the  ad- 
ditional value  which  the  articles  generally  bear 
here,  those  additions  should  be  far  higher  than  ten 
aud  twenty  per  centum.     It  is  evident  that  the  of- 
ficial statements  do  not  furnish  the  true  value  of 
these  imports.    If  we  seek  to  learn  the  value  of 
the  goods  in  the  foreign  countries  from  which  they 
are  brought,  the  statements  do  not  give  that  fact. 
If  we  desire  to  know  the  value  of  the  goods  in  this 
country,  the  statements  do  not  afford  that  fact. 
The  value  assigned  to  the  goods  by  the  statements 
is  an  artificial  result,  never  according  with  facts, 
unless  by  accident ;  but  representing  the  goods  as 
worth  much  more  than  their  cost  abroad,  and  much 
less  than  they  are  generally  worth  here. 

But  the  additions  of  ten  and  twenty  per  centum 
may  be  deducted  from  the  foreign  cost  of  these 
imports.  Undoubtedly  this  may  be  done,  if  it 
is  proper  thai  this  should  be  done,  then  it  is  proper 
that  these  imports  should  be  stated  by  the  public 
officers  at  their  foreign  cost,  without  additions. 
Any  person  may,  indeed,  make  the  deduction  from 
the  amount  stated,  but  not  merely  by  a  simple  sub- 
traction. It  does  not  appear  from  the  statements 
to  what  sums  ten  per  centum  is  added,  nor  to  what 
sum>  twenty  per  centum  is  added,  otherwise  than 
by  reference  to  the  particular  countries  from  which 
imports  are  brought.  These  several  countries  are 
specified,  with  the  amount  imported  from  each  of 
them.  The  imports  which  come  from  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  may  be  selected  from  those 
which  come  from  other  places;  the  whole  may 
be  thus  separated  into  two  classes,  and  the  total 
amount  of  each  class  may  be  obtained.  When 
this  has  been  done,  it  will  be  known  that  the  first 
class  IS  that  which  has  received  an  addition  of 
twenty  per  centum  to  its  foreign  cost,  and  that  the 
second  class  is  that  which  has  received  an  addi- 
tion of  ten  per  centum  to  its  foreign  cost ;  aud 
those  additions  may  then  be  subtracted.  But  this 
resort  to  calculation  must  be  unavailing  to  all  who 
are  not  informed  of  the  error  in  question,  or  know 
not  the  process  by  which  it  may  be  corrected.  The 
liberty  to  correct  errors  is  not  sufficient.  Every 
fact  which  is  worthy  of  a  place  in  statistical  ac- 
counts should  be  so  stated  as  to  require  no  calcu- 
lation to  render  it  more  true. 

What,  then,  is  the  true  principle  upon  which 
imports  and  exports  should  be  valued  1     The  ques- 
tion is  thus  stated  because  it  is  equally  applicable 
lo  imporu  and  export,  and  to  every  part  of  both. 
„    1.  Commodities  have  different  values  in  differ- 


ent countries ;  and  the  object  of  foreign  corameroe 
is  to  obtain  the  higher  value  which  an  article  bears 
in  the  country  to  which  it  is  ^ent.  Both  the  lower 
and  the  higher  values  are  equally  real,  and  both  are 
facts  which  may  be  stated  when  they  are  known. 
The  first  or  lower  value,  always  belongs  to  the 
country  from  which  the  article  is  exported.  The 
additional  value  may  accrue  to  any  country  what- 
ever. When  an  article  is  sent  from  one  country 
to  another,  the  price  paid  for  it  as  an  export  is 
universally  paid  by  the  country  which  buys  to  the 
country  which  sells.  The  same  article  now  ar- 
rives in  the  country  to  which  it  is  sent.  There,  its 
value  is  much  greater  than  the  sum  paid  for  it  as 
an  export.  The  additional  value  is  there  received  ; 
and  It  becomes  distinguished  in  its  application 
into  two  parts — the  expense  of  transportation,  and 
the  profit  of  the  merchant  Other  facts,  which 
may  increase  or  affect  the  enhanced  value,  are 
here  laid  out  of  view.  Freight  and  mercantile 
profit  must  necessarily  be  defrayed  by  this  addi- 
tional value.  The  expense  of  tran.^-porting  the  arti- 
cle, and  some  profit  to  the  merchant,  must  both 
be  obtained  in  the  augmented  value  of  the  arti- 
cle; for  otherwise  nothing  would  be  gained,  and 
the  commerce  would  not  take  place.  The  expense 
of  transportation  is  paid  to  the  country  which  car- 
ries the  article  ;  and  the  profit  of  the  merchant  is 
paid  to  the  country  to  which  he  belongs.  The  ex- 
pense of  transportation  is  always  paid  to  the  coun- 
try whose  ships  and  seamen  are  employed  in  that 
service  ;  and  the  navigation  employed  may  belong 
to  the  country  which  !>ells  the  article  to  the  coun- 
try which  buys  it,  or  to  any  other  country.  The 
merchant  who  causes  the  article  to  be  conveyed 
from  one  country  to  another  may  be  a  citizen  or 
subject  of  either  of  those  countries,  or  of  any  other 
country.  When  be  s<.'lls  the  article  in  the  country 
to  which  it  is  sent,  whatever  he  rectives  beyond 
the  sum  paid  for  it  and  the  freight  is  paid  to  the 
country  to  which  he  belongs;  aud  he  may  belong 
to  any  country.  When  the  navigator  and  the 
merchant  both  belong  to  the  country  which  buys 
the  article,  that  country  pays  for  it  nothing  more 
than  its  first  or  lower  price.  In  thi.^i  case,  the 
country  buying  the  article  pay.«,  indeed,  both  the 
freight  and  the  mercantile  profit ;  but  these  sums 
are  paid  to  that  country  itself;  they  are  paid  by 
the  right  hand  to  the  left ;  they  are  paid  by  one 
class  to  another  class  of  the  people  of  the  country 
buying  ;  by  the  consumer  to  the  navigator  and  the 
merchant;  and  they  are  all  of  the  same  country. 
The  country  buying  pays,  as  a  society,  only  the 
lower  sum  for  which  the  article  was  purchased  from 
the  country  selling.  If  the  navigator  and  the  mer- 
chant both  belong  to  the  country  which  sells  the 
article,  the  country  buying  pays  to  the  country 
selling  the  higher  value  of  the  article,  including 
freight  and  mercantile  profit.  When  the  mer- 
chant and  the  navigator  both  belong  to  some  third 
country,  the  country  buying  pays  the  additional 
value  to  that  third  country ;  and  when  the  mer- 
chant and  the  navigator  are  of  difi'erent  countries, 
the  mercantile  profit  is  paid  to  one  country,  and 
the  freight  to  another.  It  is  therefore  always  cefr 
tain  that  the  country  buying  pays  to  the  country 
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selling  the  sum  paid  for  the  article  as  an  export,  or 
the  lower  value  which  it  bears  at  the  place  and 
time  of  exportation.  It  is  not  certain,  from  any 
valuation  of  the  article,  that  the  country  buying 
pays  to  the  country  selling  more  than  that  lower 
value.  The  additional  value  is  variously  paid, 
according  to  the  national  characters  of  merchants 
and  navigators ;  and  these  facts  cannot  be  shown 
by  any  valuation  of  the  article.  The  principle  of 
valuation  must  be  a  uniform  rule.  If  such  a  rule 
cannot  exhibit  the  sums  actually  received  and 
paid  by  the  nation  for  exports  and  imports,  it 
should  exhibit  those  .^ums  as  nearly  as  may  be 
practicable.  The  first  or  lower  value  of  exports 
and  imports  are  sums  certainly  received  and  paid; 
and  those  sums  may  be  exhibited  by  valuations. 
If  the  higher  values  are  stated,  they  will  compre- 
hend not  only  the  lower  values,  which  are  uni- 
formly paid  by  the  nation  buying,  and  received 
by  the  nation  selling,  but  also  the  additional  values, 
which  are  variously  participated,  as  well  between 
the  nation  selling  and  the  nation  buying  as  among 
Other  nations.  The  lower  values  and  the  addi- 
tional values  will  then  appear  undistinguished  in 
the  gross  amount  of  the  higher  values  ;  and  the 
valuations  will  not  determine  how  much  has  been 
received  and  paid,  either  on  account  of  the  lower 
values  or  on  account  of  the  additional  values.  It 
is  therefore  proper  that  the  valuations  should  ex- 
press those  sums  which  are  uniformly  and  cer- 
tainly received  and  paid  by  the  nation  for  exports 
and  imports;  and  that  the  additional  values,  which 
are  variously  and  unequally  received  and  paid 
among  difierent  nations,  should  not  be  included 
in  the  valuations. 

2.  The  exports  and  the  imports  should  both  be 
valued  by  the  same  rule.     If  the  exports  are  val- 
ued by  one  rule,  and  the  imports  by  another,  their 
values  cannot  be  compared  with  each  other.     An 
exaggeration  of  one,  or  a  depression  of  the  other, 
must  occur  in  the  relation  between  them  ;  and  the 
uncertainty  arising  from  this  cause  must  defeat  the 
utility  of  statistical  accounts  of  values.    The  value 
of  an  imported  article  in  the  country  from  which 
it  comes,  and  the  value  of  the  same  article  here, 
are  both   facts  which  may  be  ascertained  ;  and 
either  of  these  facts  may  be  taken  as  the  value  to 
be  given  to  the  article  in  statistical  accounts.    But, 
though  we  can  ascertain  the  values  which  our  im- 
ports bear,  either  here  or  in  the  countries  from 
which  they  come,  we  cannot  ascertain  the  values 
of  our  exports  in  the  foreign  countries  to  which 
they  are  sent     The  foreign  cost  of  the  imports  is 
a  fact  whrbh  precedes  the  importation  ;  and,  hav- 
ing the  imports  under  the  control  of  our  own  laws 
and  officers,  we  may  ascertain  that  preceding  fact. 
But  the  additional  value  of  the  exports  in  foreign 
countries  beyond  their  value  here  is  not  within 
our  reach  ;  it  is  a  fact  which  occurs  after  the  ex- 
ports are  no  longer  subject  to  our  control.    We  can- 
not institute  legal  proceedings  in  a  foreign  country 
to  ascertain  the  value  of  our  exports  there ;  nor 
would  it  be  proper  to  impose  on  the  exporter  the 
burden  of  returning  proofs  of  the  sales  or  value 
of  his  exports  in  a  foreign  country.    Being  unable 
to  ascertain,  by  any  suitable  means,  the  foreign 


value  of  our  exports,  we  are,  in  effect,  obliged  to 
adopt  aud  state  their  domestic  value;  aad,  as  we 
take  the  value  which  the  exports  bear  here  in  the 
country  from  which  they  arc  sent,  we  should  alto 
state  the  imports  according  to  the  value  which 
they  bear  as  ex|)orts  in  the  countries  from  which 
they  come.  If  the  rule  for  the  valuation  of  the 
imports  should  be  their  value  here,  and  the  rule 
for  the  valuation  of  the  exports  should  be  their 
value  here,  the  results  of  rules  so  difi'erent  would 
be  very  extravagant  in  their  relation  to  each  other. 
The  higher  value  of  the  imports  would  stand  op- 
posed to  the  lower  value  of  the  exports.  The  im- 
ports would  appear  with  the  additions  of  freights 
and  mercantile  profits,  while  the  exports  would 
appear  without  such  additions.  The  imports  would 
be  greatly  swelled,  or  the  exports  greatly  reduced, 
in  their  relation  to  each  other ;  and  no  just  com- 
parison between  the  values  of  the  exports  and  the 
imports  could  be  made.  Such  would  be  the  con- 
sequence of  adopting  the  value  of  the  imports  here 
as  the  rule  for  their  valuation,  unless  the  exports 
were  also  stated  according  to  their  value  as  imports 
in  the  foreign  countries  to  which  they  are  sent. 
But,  as  we  cannot  determine  the  foreign  value  of 
the  exports,  we  must  state  them  at  their  value 
here ;  and  this  reason  alooe  renders  it  necessary 
to  state  the  imports  at  the  lower  value  which  they 
bear  in  the  countries  from  which  they  come. 

It  is  accordingly  conceived  that  all  the  imports 
and  all  the  exports  should  be  valued  at  the  prices 
paid  for  them,  or  their  real  values,  at  the  times  and 
places  of  exportation  in  the  countries  from  which 
they  are,  respectively,  sent.  This  principle  is  re- 
commended, by  its  intrinsic  propriety, as  that  which 
affords  greater  certainty  than  any  other,  by  the  ne- 
cessity which  allows  no  other  rule  applicable  with 
like  effect  to  both  exports  and  imports,  and  by  the 
consideration  that  this  rule  is  already  established 
for  the  valuation  of  the  exports. 

Returning  to  the  statements  of  imports,  it  is 
seen  that  the  only  part  of  the  imports  which  now 
receives  an  official  valuation  is  valued  upon  a 
principle  which  is  both  erroneous  in  itself,  and  dif- 
ferent from  that  by  which  the  exports  are  valued. 

What  has  been  the  amount  of  the  imports  of  the 
United  States  in  the  several  years  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  Government  in  17899 
This  inquiry  cannot  be  answered.  It  is  not  an- 
swered by  the  official  statements  of  imports.  It 
cannot  be  answered  by  any  official  document.  In 
the  absence  of  authentic  information,  every  per- 
son is  left  to  compute  the  amount  for  himseli,  from 
such  materials  as  he  may  possess,  and  according 
to  such  principles  of  valuation  as  he  may  adopt. 
Estimates  of  the  amount  may  undoubtedly  be 
made;  and,  when  formed  with  care  and  judg- 
ment, they  may  be  probable  approximations  to 
truth.  Estimates  of  the  value  of  imports  of  some 
of  the  last  thirty  years  have  been  made  and  laid 
before  Congress  by  officers  of  the  Government. 
These  estimates  are  official,  as  proceedings  from 
public  officers ;  and  they  are  entitled  to  high  re- 
spect. They  were  made  by  men  of  eminent  talr 
ents  and  great  knowledge,  who  were  able  to  form 
and  give  just  views  concerning  the  subject  of  their 
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ectimates.  Still,  they  are  mere  estimates ;  and,  to 
a  great  ejiteDt,estiinatesiQstead  of  ascertained  facts. 
Other  estimates  of  the  imports  of  certain  years 
hare  been  made  by  other  indiriduals.  la  the 
commencement  of  this  report  the  imports  of  seven 
sereral  years  are  stated,  according-  to  estimates  of 
their  Talue.  These  valuations  are  introduced  here, 
because  they  have  been  considered  as  some  of  the 
most  correct  estimates  of  our  imports  which  have 
been  offered  to  the  public.  They  were  formed 
with  great  labor  andtfare;  and  they  are,  undoubt- 
edly, accurate  results  from  the  materials  used,  and 
the  priacipies  of  calculation  employed  in  the  pro- 
otse.  How  far  they  afford  a  just  statement  of  the 
ralae  of  the  imports  of  these  years  will  be  seen 
when  the  materials  and  principles  of  calculation 
upon  which  they  are  founded  are  understood.  The 
estimates  for  these  seven  years  do  not  include  the 
imports  free  from  duty  ;  and  thus  a  part,  equal  to 
about  a  twentieth  of  all  the  imports,  is  omitted. 
The  imports  subject  to  ad  valorem  duties  were 
here  valued  as  they  are  valued  in  the  official  state- 
ments, with  additions  of  ten  and  twenty  per  cent- 
am  to  their  foreign  cost.  In  respect  to  the  imports 
aabject  to  specific  duties,  as  their  value  is  not  of- 
ficially ascertained,  it  was  necessary  that  the  au- 
thor of  these  estimates  should  himself  assess  the 
values  of  these  articles.  A  vast  mass  of  merchan- 
dise of  various  kinds,  brought  from  all  quarters  of 
the  world,  in  seven  different  years,  was  to  receive 
valuations.  The  only  practicable  course  was 
taken.  The  author  oi  these  estimates  collected 
the  current  prices  of  the  various  articles,  as  those 
prices  existed  in  some  of  the  principal  ports  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  different  years  of  these  im- 
portations. Taking  those  prices  as  the  values,  he 
oomputed  the  total  value  of  the  imports  of  each 
artide  in  each  year.  In  this  manner,  the  values 
of  the  imports  paying  specific  duties  were  assess- 
ed. The  estimated  values  of  the  various  articles, 
at  different  times  and  places,  are  not  stated ;  and 
aa  the  estimated  amount  only  is  given,  no  means 
of  deciding  how  far  that  amount  may  be  correct 
are  afforded.  If  any  different  estimate  of  the  value 
of  these  imports  should  be  presented  in  the  same 
way,  it  would  be  uncertain  which  estimate  is  more 
eorract  than  the  other.  Hence,  the  credit  due  to 
all  estimates  which  have  been  made  of  the  value 
of  this  class  of  imports  must  depend  upon  the  con- 
fidence reposed  in  the  author  of  the  estimates,  who 
can  only  present  such  information  as  he  may  pos- 
sess, and  such  probabilities  as  his  own  judgment 
may  lead  him  to  adopt.  These  estimates  compre- 
hend only  imports  subject  to  duty.  They  give 
the  imports  subject  to  ad  valorem  duties  at  their 
foreign  cost,  with  additions  of  ten  and  twenty  per 
centum.  They  give  the  value  of  the  imports  sub- 
ject to  specific  duties,  as  that  value  was  estimated 
to  have  been  in  the  United  States  after  importa- 
tion. That  value,  of  course,  included  freight, 
mercantile  profits,  and  our  own  duties  upon  these 
articles.  When  the  imports  thus  valued  are  placed 
in  opposition  to  the  exports  of  the  same  seven 
years,  the  contrast  is  remarkable.  The  imports 
appear  to  exceed  the  exports  by  great  sums  in  each 
01  the  seven  years.   Upon  the  whole  period  of  seven 


years,  the  imports  ap|)ear  to  exceed  the  mpmtn  hf 
^99,493,395  ;  and  the  average  of  this  sum  for  each 
year  is  $14^13,327;  and  yet,  from  the  general 
state  of  our  foreign  trade  during  these  seven  years, 
from  the  1st  of  October,  1794,  to  the  30th  ot  Sep- 
tember, 1801,  and  from  every  source  of  informa- 
tion to  which  we  can  look,  excepting  only  the 
public  statements,  in  which  the  facts  should  be 
found,  there  can  hardly  be  any  doubt  tliat  the  ex- 
ports exceeded  the  imports  in  every  one  of  those 
yean:.  The  solution  of  these  differences  is  found 
in  the  different  methods  of  valuing  the  exports 
and  the  imports.  The  exports  are  valued  at  their 
cost  here,  as  exports;  aad,  consequently,  they  do 
not  include  the  sums  which  we  hare  received  for 
them  beyond  that  cost.  The  imports  are  not  valu- 
ed upon  the  like  principle ;  they  are  valued  at  their 
foreign  cost,  together  with  all  the  accumulations 
which  are  produced  by  the  addition  of  one-fifth 
and  one-tenth  to  the  foreign  cost  of  a  part  of  the 
imports,  and  by  the  addition  of  freight,  mercantile 
profits,  and  our  own  duties  to  another  part  of  the 
imports.  According  to  this  method  of  valuing  tlft 
imports,  they  will  always  appear  to  be  greater  than 
the  exports,  whether  they  are.  in  truth,  greater  or 
less.  Yet  these  are  some  of  tne  best  valuations  of 
our  imports  which  are  now  extant ;  and  this  is  the 
method  in  which  the.s<;  valuations  were  made. 

In  regard  to  most  of  the  last  thirty  years,  it  does 
not  appear  that  any  estimate  of  the  amount  of  the 
imports  has  been  made. 

The  value  of  the  imports  is  therefore  unknown. 
We  are  without  any  official  account  of  their 
amount,  and  are  destitute  of  satisfactory  informa- 
tion upon  that  p)oint ;  it  is,  consequently,  impossible 
to  maxe  any  just  comparison  between  our  exports 
and  our  imports.  The  correctness  of  every  soeh 
comparison  depends  upon  values ;  ami  no  just 
comparison  between  exports  and  imports  can  be 
made,  unless  the  values  of  both  are  ascertained  as 
facts,  and  upon  the  same  principle  in  both  casca. 
Hence,  all  those  statements  now  before  the  public, 
which  represent  that  our  imports  have  exceeded 
our  exports  by  a  certain  sum,  or  that  our  exports 
have  exceeded  our  imports  by  any  particular 
amount,  in  any  of  the  last  thirty  years,  are  exceed- 
ingly uncertain  and  delusive.  In  respect  to  most 
of  tnose  thirty  years,  it  must  always  remain  un- 
certain whether  the  exports  or  the  imports  were 
greater ;  and,  in  respect  to  the  whole  period,  the 
amount  of  any  excess  which  may  have  existed  on 
either  side,  in  any  year,  must  remain  unknown. 
For  the  same  reasons,  the  balancesof  our  trade  with 
particular  countries  are  unknown. 

The  imports  of  the  last  year  are  not  yet  stated. 
They  probably  amounted  to  one  hundred  millions 
of  dollars.  Of  that  sum,  five  millions  may  hare 
been  articles  free  from  duty,  fnrty-five  millions  ar- 
ticles subject  to  specific  duties,  and  fifty  millions 
articles  subject  to  ad  valorem  duties.  These  pro- 
portions of  the  three  classes  of  imports  may  not 
oe  exact ;  but  they  mukt  be  nearly  compel,  and 
they  are  offered  merely  to  illu-strate.  When  the 
imports  of  the  last  year  shall  be  stated  in  the  pres- 
ent forms,  the  result  from  the  facts  supposed  will 
be,  that  the  amount  of  five  millions  will  not  appear 
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hi  any  manner  whatever ;  an  amount  of  forty-five 
millions  will  be  vtated  by  kinds  and  quantities, 
without  any  valuation ;  and  aa  amount  of  fifty 
millions  will  be  }>tated  by  valuations  made  upon  an 
erroneous  priaoiple,  wiihsut  a  designation  of  the 
kind,  quantity,  or  value  of  any  parucular  article. 

The  navigation  employed  in  the  foreign  trade 
of  the  United  States  is  a  subject  of  great  national 
eoocern.  So  far  as  that  navigation  is  ours,  it  is 
to  MS  a  fource  of  riches  and  power.  So  far  as  it 
belongs  to  other  nations,  its  benefits  are  theirs. 
Navigation  is,  indeed,  both  wealth  and  power.  It 
ia  important  as  wealth  ;  but  as  power,  it  is  indis- 
prasable  to  nations  which  desire  to  assert  their 
rights,  or  di.splay  their  strength  on  the  ocean.  The 
employment  of  shipping  and  seamen  is  a  branch 
of  national  industry  so  peculiar  in  its  character, 
and  so  important  in  its  consequences,  that  it  i» 
worthy  to  be  known  with  all  possible  distinctness, 
even  if  the  exports  and  imports  were  not  stated. 
Navigation  must,  therefore,  be  traced  distinctly 
from  exports  and  imports.  The  employment  of 
shipping  in  foreign  trade  may  be  ascertained  and 
shown  by  a  very  convenient  method.  The  na- 
tional character  of  the  vessels  employed,  their  ton- 
nage, their  departures  for  foreign  countries,  and 
their  arrivals  trom  foreign  countries,  may  be  all 
easily  ascertained.  These  particular  facts,  when 
combined,  show  sufficiently  the  actual  state  of  the 
navigation  employed  in  foreign  trade,  and  its  di- 
vision among  different  nations.  They  do  not  ex- 
press the  value  of  navigation  in  sums  of  money  ; 
•ut  they  show  the  several  proportioi>s  of  all  the 
navigation  employed,  which  are  held  by  each 
aalioa  whose  vessels  participate  in  the  trade.  The 
whole  tonnage  employed,  and  the  several  propor- 
tions of  the  whole,  which  belong  to  different 
nations,  afford  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  sttl>- 
ject  for  public  purposes. 

We  have  annual  statements  of  the  tonnage  of 
Che  United  States.  These  statements  exhibit  the 
amount  of  all  the  tonnage  held  by  our  own  citi- 
xens.  The  principal  division  of  this  tonnage  is 
into  that  which  is  authorized  by  law  to  be  em- 
ployed in  foreign  trade,  and  that  which  is  author- 
ized to  be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  and  fish- 
eries. The  respective  amounts  of  both  kinds  of 
tonnage  are  stated.  The  registered  tonnage  is  that 
which  may  be  legally  employed  in  foreign  trade. 
But  these  statements  do  not  show  how  the  register- 
ed tonnage  is  really  employed.  Coasting  vessels 
are  not  allowed  to  engage  in  foreign  trade ;  but 
registered  vessels  are  entitled  to  engage  not  only 
m  foreign  trade,  but  also  in  the  coasting  trade.  A 
Tery  considerable  p«rt  of  our  registered  tonnage  is 
actually  employed  in  the  coasting  trade ;  but  how 
much  of  it  IS  so  employed  is  not  stated  by  the 
Treasury.  These  statements  afford  no  informa- 
tion of  the  actual  pursuits  of  our  registered  ves- 
sels, or  that  they  are  employed  at  all.  From  this 
source,  therefore,  we  learn  the  amount  of  our  ton- 
nage which  has  the  legal  character  requisite  for 
angaging  either  in  the  coasting  trade  or  in  foreign 
commerce,  but  we  du  not  learn  how  much  of  this 
tonnage  is  employed  either  in  coasting  trade  or  in 
oreign  commeroe.  ,j^  _^^^_ 


We  have  also  annual  statements  of  the  tonnafpe 
of  all  vessels  arriving  in  the  United  Sutes  from 
foreign  ports.  These  statements  show  the  amount 
of  tonnage  of  our  own  vessels  arriving,  and  the 
amount  of  tonnage  of  foreign  vessels  arriving,  in 
each  year.  This  information  has  been  usually 
communicated  to  Congress,  in  statements  annexed 
to  the  statements  of  the  customs.  The  tonnage 
arriving  is  ascertained  for  the  purpose  of  levying 
the  duties  imposed  on  the  tonnage  of  all  vessels 
entering  the  United  States  from  foreign  ports. 
Those  duties  are  charged  upon  the  whole  tonnage 
of  the  vessel  as  often  as  it  arrives  from  a  foreign 
port.  When  the  same  vessel  arrives  twice  or 
thrice  in  the  same  year,  the  tonnage  of  that  vessel 
is  repeated  twice  or  thrice  ia  the  total  amount  of 
tonnage  arriving  stated  for  that  year.  The  ton- 
nage employed  in  trade  with  the  West  Indies  ap- 
pears, in  the  tonnage  arriving,  three,  and  frequent- 
ly four  times  in  the  same  year.  The  tonnage  en- 
gaged in  the  trade  with  Europe  enters  into  the 
tonnage  arriving  generally  twice,  and  sometimes 
thrice,  in  the  year.  The  tonnage  employed  in  our 
trade  with  the  countries  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  is  generally  included  in  the  tonnage  amving 
once  in  each  year.  In  some  cases,  the  tonnage 
does  not  appear  in  the  statements  of  tonnage  ar- 
I  riving,  until  the  first,  second,  or  third  yearsuccecd- 
;  ing  the  departures  of  the  vessels  from  the  United 
!  States.  These  statements,  therefore,  show  the 
I  amount  of  tonnage  upon  which  duties  are  levied; 
and  they  comprehend  in  most  cases  the  tonnage 
oi'  the  same  vessel  more  than  once  in  the  same 
!  year. 

I      Such  is  at  present  our  official  information  eon- 
I  cerning  the  employment  of  navigation  in  our  for- 
eign trade     This  informati(m  is  considerable  and 
important ;  but  it  does  not  present  all  the  facts 
which  are  sufficiently  important  to  be  known. 

The  true  amount  of  our  tonnage  actually  em- 
ployed in  foreign  trade  is  not  exhibited  by  either 
of  the  statements  which  have  been  mentioned.  It 
is  not  exhibited  by  the  statements  of  registered  ton- 
nage, not  only  because  the  registered  tonnage  may 
be  unemployed,  but  also  because  much  of  that  ton- 
nage is  constantly  employed  in  the  coasting  trade. 
It  IS  not  exhibited  by  the  statements  of  registered 
tonnage  arriving  from  foreign  ports,  because,  in 
most  cases,  the  registered  tonnage  is  included  in 
these  statements  more  than  once  in  each  year,  as 
the  same  vessel  arrives  more  than  once  in  the  same 
year.  The  total  amount  of  tonnage  regit-tered, 
and  the  total  amount  of  registered  tonnage  arriv- 
ing, upon  which  duties  are  paid,  are  the  fiicts 
which  are  now  stated.  Neither  of  these  facts 
shows  how  much  of  our  tonnage  is  really  employ- 
ed in  foreign  commerce  at  any  time. 

We  have  the  amount  of  our  own  tonnage  ar- 
riving, and  the  amount  of  foreign  tonnage  arriv- 
ing, which  are  considered  as  the  tonnage  employ- 
ed in  introducing  the  imports ;  but  we  have  no 
statement  of  the  amount  or  national  character  of 
the  tonnage  departing,  which  is  considered  as  that 
employed  in  taking  away  the  exports. 

In  the  absence  of  any  account  of  vessels  depart- 
iag,  this  defect  seenw  to  have  been  considered  as 
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sapplied  by  the  accoants  of  ressels  arriving.  Bvery 
voyage  of  importatioD  has  been  supposed  to  imply 
a  corrtfsponding  voyage  of  exportation,  and  every 
arrival  lo  indicate  a  correspoDding  departure.  The 
same  vessels  are,  in  general,  employed  both  in  im- 
portation and  exportation.  As  we  have  the  ton- 
nage of  all  vessels  which  enter  the  United  States 
from  other  countries,  the  amount  of  that  tonnage 
has  been  considered  as  the  amount  of  the  tonnage 
of  all  vessels  which  leave  the  United  Slates  for 
other  countries  ;  and  as  the  amount  ot  tonnage 
arriving  isdivided  in  the  statements  into  thcamount 
of  oar  own  tonnage  and  the  amount  of  foreign 
tonnage,  it  has  been  supposed  that  the  tonnage  of 
our  own  vessels  and  the  tonnage  of  foreign  vessels 
bear  the  same  proportion  to  each  other  in  the  case 
of  departures  as  in  the  case  of  arrivals.  The  ton- 
nage departing  is  thus  deduced  from  the  tonnage 
arriving  ;  and  the  conclusion  is,  that  they  are  both 
of  the  same  amount.  In  pursuance  of  this  conclu- 
sion, the  tonnage  arriving  has  been  described  in 
many  statements  which  are  before  the  public  as 
the  amount  of  our  own  tonnage,  and  of  foreign 
tonnage  employed  in  our  foreign  trade — an  expres- 
sion which  comprehends  exportations  and  depart- 
ures as  well  as  importations  and  arrivals. 

The  supposition  that  the  tonnage  departing  and 
the  tonnage  arriving  are  of  the  same  amount  may 
be,  in  general,  nearly  correct,  when  it  is  applied  to 
a  considerable  period  of  time ;  but  it  is  by  no  means 
true  that  the  tonnage  departing  and  the  tonnage 
arriving  during  any  short  period  are  equal  to  each 
Other.  In  such  periods  as  six  months  or  a  year 
there  may  be  a  great  difference  between  the  ton- 
nage departing  and  that  which  arrives  during  the 
same  period.  The  tonnage  engaged  in  foreign 
trade  varies  greatly  in  amount  from  time  to  time. 
The  proportion  of  our  own  tonnage  to  foreign  ton- 
nage aLso  varies  greatly  from  one  time  lo  another. 
As  commerce  fluctuates,  so  fluctuates  the  naviga- 
tion which  it  employs.  When  the  im|)orts  are 
much  increased  at  any  particular  time,  a  quantity 
of  tonnage  may  arrive  greater  than  that  whicn 
departs.  When  the  exports  increase,  without  a 
like  increase  of  the  imports,  a  quantity  of  tonnage 
departs  greater  than  that  which  arrives.  When 
we  engage  in  a  war  which  interrupts  the  ordinary 
pursuit  of  our  navigation  and  commerce,  the  dif- 
ference between  the  tonnage  arriving  and  the  ton- 
nage departing  may,  in  the  first  year  of  the  war, 
be  very  great.  In  the  first  year  of  peace  succeeding 
such  a  war,  the  tonnage  departing  may  be  much 
greater  than  the  tonnage  arriving.  When  wars 
between  other  countries  open  to  our  navigation 
new  scenes  of  employment,  much  of  our  tonnage 
which  is  abroad  may  not  return  for  a  long  time, 
or  much  of  it  which  is  at  home  may  depart ;  and 
the  tonnage  arriving  may,  for  some  time,  be  much 
less  than  the  tonnage  departing.  When  such  wars 
cease,  our  tonnage  arriving  may,  for  some  time, 
much  exceed  our  tonnage  departing.  When  new 
regulations  affecting  commerce  and  navigation  are 
established,  they  may  for  some  time  produce  a 
great  disparity  between  the  tonnage  arriving  and 
the  tonnage  departing,  or  they  may  lor  some  time 
produce  a  proportion  between  our  own  tonnage 


and  foreign  tonnage,  very  different  in  the  case  of 
vessels  arriving  from  the  proportion  which  amy 
exist  in  the  case  of  vesstls  departing.  These  in- 
equalities, by  whatever  caust^s  they  may  be  pro- 
duced, are,  indeed,  not  of  long  duration  ;  and  the 
genersil  equilibrium  between  the  tonnage  arriving 
and  the  tonnage  departing  is,  in  the  st  qual,  restored. 
But  when  such  dlsparltie^  between  the  tonnage 
arriving  and  the  tuunage  departing  occur,  they 
should  be  known  without  delay,  since  they  always 
denote  the  operation  of  bome  new  cause  which 
must  deserve  attention.  The  tonnage  arriving  it 
staled  for  each  year ;  and,  without  doubt,  the  ton- 
nage departing  during  a  ytar  is  frtqu4nily  much 
more,  and  frequently  much  less,  than  the  tonnage 
arriving  during  the  same  year.  The  proportion 
between  our  own  tonnage  and  foreign  tonnage  is 
often  very  differenl  in  the  case  of  vesM-ls  dc|>arling, 
from  the  proportion  which  appears  between  the 
two  kinds  of  tonnage,  during  the  same  year,  in  the 
case  of  vessels  arriving. 

Our  own  vessels  engaged  in  foreign  trade  are 
not  comprehended  in  the  tonnage  arriving  until 
they  have  left  the  United  Slates  and  return  from 
a  foreign  port.  Much  of  our  tonnage  departing 
returns  in  the  same  year;  but  a  considerable  part 
of  it  does  not  return  until  the  first,  second,  or  third 
year  succeeding  the  departure  of  the  vessels.  We 
have,  therefore,  no  account  in  these  statements  of 
that  part  of  our  tonnage  departing  which  uever 
returns;  and  of  that  which  returns  a  considerable 
portion  does  not  appear  in  the  tonnage  arriving 
until  some  year  subMquenito  its  depai  lure.  When 
our  navigation  employed  in  foreign  trade  is  in  a 
course  of  rapid  increase,  as  it  has  generally  been 
since  1789,  the  fact  would  first  appear  in  the  ton- 
nage departing,  if  that  tuouage  were  known.  The 
foreign  tonnage  appears,  in  these  statements,  in 
the  year  in  which  it  arrives.  If  the  tonnage  de- 
parting were  stated,  much  of  the  foreign  tonnage 
would  appear  as  departing  in  the  year  subsequtmt 
to  lis  arrival. 

The  tonnage  necessary  for  the  conveyance  of 
our  exports  is  far  greater  than  that  which  is  ne- 
cessary for  the  conveyance  of  our  imports.  A 
great  portion  of  our  imports  consists  of  articles  of 
small  bulk.  Much  the  greater  part  of  our  exports 
of  our  own  production  are  articles  of  great  bulk. 
Our  foreign  trade,  therefore,  employs,  not  only  so 
much  tonnage  as  is  requisite  to  introduce  our  im- 
ports, but  also  the  much  greater  quantity  of  tonnage 
which  is  requisite  for  the  trans portaiiou  of  our  ex- 
ports. If  we  ask  how  much  tonnage  is  necessary  for 
the  transportation  of  our  exports,  the  inquiry  cannot 
be  answered  with  any  certainty.  The  quanlity  of 
tonnage  actually  employed  in  taking  away  our 
exports,  in  any  particular  year,  has  never  been  aa^ 
certained.  It  is  still  a  problem  huw  much  tonnage 
has  been  actually  employed  at  any  time  in  the  ex- 
portation of  our  own  products,  or  how  much  ton- 
nage is  now  necessary  for  that  purpose.  In  the 
present  state  of  our  information,  this  question  can 
be  answered  only  by  estimates.  The  conveyance 
of  our  own  bulky  product.^  to  other  countries  iff  a 
most  important  part  of  our  foreign  trade,  in  nsptcC 
to  navigation.     A  great  quantity  of  tonnage,  and 
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great  aumberR  of  seamen,  are  employed  in  this 
service.  The  freights  received  upon  these  exports 
•re  very  great,  both  in  reference  to  the  value  of 
the  articles  exported,  and  in  absolute  amount. 
We  know,  in  general,  that  much  the  largest  share  i 
of  the  navigation  employed  in  conveying  our  ex- 
ports to  other  countries  is  our  own  ;  but  we  do 
not  know  either  the  whole  amount  of  the  naviga- 
tion so  employed,  or  the  actual  partition  of  that 
navigation  between  ourselves  and  other  nations. 
It  IS  highly  important  that  we  should  know  with 
certainty  the  amount  of  the  navigation  emjiloytd 
in  taking  away  our  export.H,and  the  proportions 
of  the  amount  which  are  held  by  ourselves  and  by 
Other  nations. 

>H  -For  these  reasons,  it  is  proposed  to  ascertain  and  ! 
state  the  tonnage  and  uatiooal  character  of  all 
vessels  de|>arting  from  the  United  Stales  for  for- 
eign countries.  When  we  have  the  tonnage  and 
national  character  of  vessels  departing  as  well  as 
of  those  arriving,  we  shall  possess  the  amount  of 
all  tonnage  employed  in  our  foreign  trade,  and 
the  amount  of  our  own  tonnage  employed  in  for- 
eign tiade,  so  far  as  they  can  b**  conveniently  pre- 
•mited  by  annual  statements,  and  as  nearly  as  will 
be  useiul  for  ordinary  purposes.  We  can  then 
compare  the  tonnage  arriving  and  the  tonnage  de- 
parting with  each  other,  and  we  can  see  the  actual 
share  of  navigation  which  we  possess,  and  that 
which  foreigners  enjoy,  in  the  transportation  of 
both  our  exports  and  our  imports.  We  can  then 
observe  the  increase  or  decline  of  the  tonnage  im- 

Eloyed  either  in  exportation  or  importation,  and 
uw  far  such  changes  may  be  favorable  to  our- 
selves or  to  foreigners ;  and  we  shall  be  able  to 
trace  fluctuations  in  the  em  ploy  ment  of  navigation, 
as  they  occur  in  each  year. 

The  statements  of  tonnage  arriving  distinguish 
it  merely  into  thai  of  tlie  United  States,  and  that 
which  is  foreign,  or  notol  the  United  States.  The 
amount  of  each  of  the  two  kinds  of  tonnage  is 
stated.  We  therefore  learn  from  these  statements 
nothing  more  than  the  amount  of  all  tonnage  ar- 
riving, and  the  respective  parts  of  the  amount 
which  belong  to  the  United  States  on  the  one  side, 
and  to  the  rest  of  the  world  on  the  other.  These 
statements  do  not  show  how  much  tonnage  is  em- 
ployed many  particular  branch  of  our  foreign  trade, 
as,  for  example,  the  trade  with  France.  They 
do  not  show  how  much  of  the  tonnage  employed 
in  any  branch  of  trade,  as  that  with  h  ranee,  is  our 
own,  or  how  much  is  foreign ;  and  they  do  not 
show  to  what  foreign  nation  any  part  of  the  foreign 
tonnage  belongs.  We  do  not  learn  from  these 
statements  either  the  amount  of  our  own  tonnage 
.engaged  in  commerce  with  any  nation  or  country, 
or  the  amount  of  British  tonnage,  or  that  of  any 
.other  foreign  nation,  which  enters  or  leaves  our 
ports. 

The  returns  of  the  collectors  to  the  Treasury 
,  state  the  tonnage  of  every  vessel  arriving  from  a 
foreign  port,  and  the  country  from  which  the  vessel 
comes,  and  ihey  also  specify  the  national  charac- 
ter of  tbe  different  foreign  vessels  arriving.  The 
materials  for  stating  bow  much  of  tbe  tonnage 
.  arriving  from  any  particular  country  is  our  own, 


and  how  much  of  it  ix  foreign,  are,  therefore,  al- 
ready provided.  Some  statements  of  these  facts, 
in  certain  branches  of  trade,  have  been  laid  before 
Congress  upon  particular  occasions,  but  the  annual 
statements  show  nothing  concerning  the  tonnage 
arriving  from  any  particular  country. 

When  the  particular  country  from  which  ton- 
nage arrives  is  staled,  that  fact  indicates,  in  some 
degree,  that  the  same  tonnage,  when  it  departs, 
returns  to  the  country  from  which  it  came ;  be- 
cause such  is  tbe  most  general  course  of  foreign 
trade.  But  this  is  never  a  necessary  inference; 
and.  in  a  multitude  of  cases,  the  vessel  does  not 
depart  directly  for  the  foreign  country  from  which 
it  came.  While  our  trade  with  the  British  West 
Indies  was  carried  on  in  British  vessels,  much 
British  tonnage,  arriving  from  Great  Britain,  de- 
parted hence  tor  the  British  West  Indies.  This 
tonnage  appeared  as  tonnage  employed  in  our 
trade  witli  Great  Britain.  It  was  truly  so  em- 
ployed in  the  voyages  of  importation,  but  in  the 
voyages  of  exportation  it  was  employed  in  trade 
with  the  West  Indies;  yet  this  tonnage  never  en- 
tered into  any  statement  of  tonnage  employed  in 
our  trade  with  the  West  Indies.  When  one  of 
our  own  ships  exports  a  cargo  to  Spain,  it  may, in 
return,  import  a  cargo  from  England.  Its  ton- 
nage now  appears  only  as  so  much  tonnage  en- 
gaged in  trade  with  England.  The  same  ship 
may,  after  its  arrival  from  England,  be  sent  to 
Russia,  and  th«re  is  no  account  of  this  tonnage 
departing.  If  the  same  .ship  should  return  dir<clly 
from  Russia,  its  tonnage  will  appear  in  the  ton- 
nage emfiloyed  in  trade  with  Russia;  but,  if  the 
ship  should  proceed  from  Rui^sia  to  Holland,  and 
should  enter  here  from  Holland,  its  tonnage  will 
appear  as  engaged  in  trade  with  Holland,  and 
there  will  be  no  account  of  this  tonnage  as  en- 
gaged in  the  trade  with  Ru.^^sia.  The  practice 
IS,  to  enter  the  vessel  as  arriving  from  the  foreign 
port  from  which  the  imported  cargo  is  brought 
Much  of  our  own  tonnage  which  departs  lor  par- 
ticular countries  returns  with  cargoes  from  other 
countries.  All  this  tonnage  now  appears  at  the 
custom-houses  and  the  Treasury  as  tonnage  em- 
ployed in  the  trade  with  the  countries  from  which 
the  vessels  arrived  with  cargoes,  and  nothing  ap- 
pears respecting  the  tonnage  or  employment  of  the 
same  vessels  in  their  outward  voyages  to  other 
countries.  When  the  tonnage  departing,  and  the 
countries  for  which  it  departs,  shall  be  ascertained, 
as  well  as  the  tonnage  arriving,  and  the  countries 
from  which  it  arrives,  the  tonnage  employed  in 
our  trade  with  each  foreign  country  will  appear. 

Our  trade  with  China  is  carried  on  in  our  own 
vessels,  but  the  amount  of  tonnage  employed  in 
that  trade  is  unknown. 

Our  trade  with  most  parts  of  the  world  is  car- 
ried on  partly  in  our  own  vessels,  and  partly  in 
foreign  vessels,  but  we  know  not  either  the  whole 
amount  of  tonnage  employed  in  our  trade  with  any 
particular  country,  or  what  part  of  the  amount  b 
our  own,  and  what  part  is  Ibreign.  In  all  those 
branches  of  our  foreign  commerce  in  which  the 
conveyance  of  our  exports  or  imports  takes  place 
partly  in  our  own  vessels  and  partly  in  foreign  vesr 
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seb,  it  is  of  great  importance  that  we  thoold  know 
how  much  of  our  own  navigation  and  bow  much 
foreign  navigation  are  employed  in  the  iraospor- 
taticn.  The  cases  in  which  the  navigation  is  di- 
Tided  between  ourselves  and  foreigners  embrace  far 
the  greater  part  of  our  foreign  commerce.  It 
would,  at  all  times,  be  useful  to  know  the  true 
share  of  navigation  which  we  enjoy  in  trade  with 
particular  countries  ;  yet  this  knowledge  was,  per- 
haps, less  important  while  our  system  of  discrim- 
inating duties  was  applied  equally  to  all  foreign 
countries.  That  system  is  now  relaxed  ;  we  have 
wlinquished  it  in  respect  to  the  British  domiaions 
in  Europe,  the  Netherlands,  Sweden,  Prus.sia, 
Hamburgh,  and  Bremen.  The  vessels  of  those 
countries  are  now  admitted  into  our  ports  upon  the 
same  terms  as  our  own  vessels.  We  should  know 
how  much  of  our  own  tonnage  is  now  employed 
in  trade  with  thode  countries,  respectively,  and 
how  much  of  their  tonnage  now  passes  through 
our  ports.  These  facts  are  not  known;  without 
them,  we  cannot  estimate  the  effects  of  the  present 
system  of  equal  duties  between  ourselves  and  those 
countries;  nor  can  we  compare  the  efiects  of  this 
system  with  the  effects  of  the  system  of  discrim- 
inating duties.  The  experiment  of  discriminating 
duties,  operating  equally  upon  all  foreign  couotrieb, 
has  been  made,  and  with  great  effect,  in  favor  of 
our  own  navigation.  We  are  now  in  a  course  of 
opposite  experiments.  We  have  relinquished  our 
discriminating  duties  in  respect  to  Great  Britain 
and  certain  other  countries,  which  concede  to  US' 
advantages  supposed  to  be  equivalent,  while  we 
retain  those  duties  in  respect  to  all  foreign  coun- 
tries. The  effects  of  both  measures  fall  directly 
upon  navigation.  It  is  in  the  actual  state  of  nav- 
igation as  it  may  exist  from  time  to  time,  and  there 
only,  that  the  effects  of  these  different  measures 
can  be  traced  and  seen.  The  experiment  of  open 
and  common  navigation,  unfettered  by  preference 
or  restriction,  between  some  of  the  principal  navi- 
gating countries  of  the  world,  is  an  interesting 
spectacle.  To  us,  as  one  of  the  parties  to  this  ex- 
periment, and  possessing  as  we  do  a  great  naviga- 
tion, and  ample  resources  for  its  exten.sion,  it  is  a 
subiect  of  peculiar  concern.  It  is,  therefore,  spe- 
cially important  that  we  should  possess  the  true 
state  of  navigation  as  it  may  exist  between  our- 
selves and  those  countries  with  which  commerce 
is  now  equally  open  to  the  navigation  of  both  par- 
ties. 

When  the  tonnage  of  all  shipping  employed  in 
our  trade  with  particular  countries  shall  be  ^>t«ted, 
we  may  estimate  the  value  of  the  navigation  em- 
ployed in   each    branch  of  trade  in  reference  to 
the  length  of  the  voyages  performed.     The  benefits 
of  navigation  are  in  proportion,  not  only  to  the 
tonnage  and  seamen  employed,  but  also  to  the  time 
during  which  they  are  employed.     The  value  of 
our  trade  with  India  and  China  depends  much 
upon  the  great  length  of  the  voyages  to  and  from 
those  distant  countries.     The  facts  which  are  pro- 
posed to  be  staled  will  afford  a  view  of  the  relative 
aaportance  of  the  employments  of  navigation  in 
he  different  branches  of  our  foreign  trade  in  ihis 
«»P«Ct.    .      ;;        J  ,      _ 


The  reCunM  of  the  coUeeioB  to  the  Traaaaiy 

will  specify  the  names,  tonnage,  and  national  cha- 
racter of  ail  vessels  arnvioff  aad  departing;  and 
they  will  state  the  several  foreign  countries  from 
which  ail  vessels  arrive,  and  for  which  all  vesseb 
depart.  There  will  then  be  in  the  Treasury  suffi- 
cient materials  to  show  how  many  voyages  are 
made  by  the  vessels  engaged  in  each  branch  of 
trade  in  one  year,  and  bow  many  times  the  tonnage 
of  the  same  vessel*  eoten  into  the  statemeau  of 
tonnage  cither  arriving  or  departing  in  the  same 
year.  These  facts  are  too  minute  tu  be  inserted 
m  the  annual  statemenu;  but  they  are  inhtieacinf , 
and  they  will  be  collected  and  preserved  in  the  Trea- 
sury, frurn  which  they  may  be  drawn  upon  special 
occa.Hions.  From  these  facts  the  exact  amount  of 
our  tonnage  actually  engaged  at  any  time  in  ail 
foreign  trade,  or  in  our  trade  with  any  particular 
country,  may  be  deduced  ;  and  from  the  laaae  facts 
the  number  of  seamen  employed  in  all  our  fbreifn 
trade,  or  in  our  trade  with  any  particular  country, 
both  io  our  own  and  in  foreign  vesxelsj  may  be 
sufficiently  ascertained.  The  number  of  seamen 
usually  employed  in  our  vessels  engaged  in  foreign 
trade  has  been  estimated  to  be  six  men  for  one 
hundred  tons  of  shippmg.  In  this  manner  we 
may  compute  the  numbers  of  seamen  employed  in 
any  branch  of  our  foreign  trade,  when  we  know 
the  quantity  of  tonnage  engaged  in  that  trade ; 
but  such  a  computation  must  be  founded  upon  the 
true  quantity  of  tonnage  actually  employed  in  the 
trade.  The  annual  statements  of  tunuage  depart- 
ing and  arriving  will,  in  most  cases,  comprehend 
the  tonnage  of  the  same  vessels  more  than  onee  in 
the  same  year;  and,  io  some  cases,  the  tonnage 
either  departing  or  arriving  will  not  enter  into  the 
.statements  of  that  year.  The  number  of  voyages 
made  by  the  same  vesseb  in  the  course  of  a  year 
mu:>t  therefore  be  known,  in  order  to  determine 
the  true  quantity  of  tonnage  actually  employed  at 
any  particular  time,  and  the  number  of  seamen 
requisite  for  that  quantity  of  tonnage. 

It  is  not  meant  that  all  the  navigation  which 
may  pass  between  the  United  States  and  everv 
foreign  country  should  be  stated  separately  in  all 
cases.  Where  the  intercourse  between  this  coun- 
try and  any  other  i.<«  casual  or  inconsiderable,  a 
distinct  statement  of  the  navigation  employed  in 
such  intercourse  would  be  of  little  use.  Where 
the  commerce  between  this  country  and  any  other 
is  regular  and  considerable,  a  distinct  statement  of 
the  navigation  employed  in  it  should  be  given. 
Our  commerce  with  Great  Britain,  and  that  with 
Prance,  Spain,  Portugal,  Holland,  Russia,  China, 
the  British  Bast  Indi««,  Brazil,  and  the  Spanish 
West  Indies,  are  at  present  cases  of  this  character. 
The  propriety  of  stating  the  navigation  separately 
in  other  branches  of  our  foreign  trade  may  be  left 
to  the  officers  who  compile  the  statements.  They 
will  discern  what  branches  of  foreign  commerce 
are  of  such  ionporunce  as  to  reMkr  it  useful  to 
furnish  separate  ^tatement8  of  the  navigation  em- 
ployed in  those  branches. 

One  peculiar  ca»e  demands  pre^nt  attention. 
We  have  closed  our  ports  against  British  venels 
arriving  from  British  ports  which  are  closed  agaiiut 
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our  Tet^ds.  Thia  regulation  relates  particolariy 
to  the  British  West  Indies.  It  is  a  measure  whiea 
was  doe  to  oursHvea,  and  to  a  just  sense  of  our 
own  riglits;  and   it  should   be  so  enforced  as  to 

Eve  it  complete  effect.  The  British  Government 
ire  opened  the  island  of  Bermuda  to  oar  vessels. 
This  act  of  the  British  Government  defeats,  in  a 
great  degree,  the  intended  effect  of  our  law.     A 

Seat  trade,  hitherto  unknown,  now  takes  place 
tween  the  United  States  and  Bermuda,  partly 
in  our  vessels  and  partly  in  British  ves^ls,  and 
between  Bermuda  and  the  British  West  Indies 
wholly  io  British  vessel*.  Thus,  the  intercourse 
which  we  intended  to  suppress  takes  place  between 
the  United  States  and  the  British  West  Indies, 
through  Bermuda ;  the  longest  part  of  the  transit 
is  performed  exclusively  by  British  vesaels;  and 
eren  a  part  of  the  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  Bermuda  is  carried  on  by  British  ves- 
acte.  It  is  our  duty  to  pursue  our  own  measure  to 
its  full  effect,  and  to  adopt  ruch  further  provisions 
as  may  be  necessary  for  that  purpose.  But,  while 
this  intercourse  with  Bermuda  is  allowed  to  exist, 
the  extent  to  which  it  takes  place  should  be  stated 
and  known. 

The  official  statements  of  exports  give  no  infor- 
mation of  the  vessels  in  which  the  goods  are  ex- 
ported. Those  statements  do  not  show  whether 
the  goods  are  exported  in  vessels  of  the  United 
States  or  in  foreign  vessels. 

The  official  statements  of  imports  divide  the 
imports  subject  to  duty  into  those  which  are  im- 
ported in  our  own  vessels,  and  those  which  are 
imported  in  foreign  vess<>ls.  Three  distinct  tables 
are  given:  first,  a  statement  of  goods  imported  in 
our  own  vessels;  next,  a  statement  of  goods  im- 
ported in  foreign  vessels;  and,  thirdly, a  statement 
called  a  general  aggregate  of  all  goods  imported 
in  our  own  and  in  foreign  vessels.  The  kinds  and 
amounts  of  the  imports  are  stated  in  each  table; 
the  countries  from  which  the  imports  come  are 
stated  alike  in  the  first  and  second  tables;  and,  in 
the  third  table,  instead  of  particular  countries, 
each  foreign  nation  and  its  dependencies  are 
stated.  Thene  three  tables  are  of  great  length. 
One  table,  with  some  alterations  in  form,  would 
be  sufficient,  and  would  betu>r  exhibit  the  facts, 
which  are  now  separated  from  each  other  in  dis- 
tinct statements.  A  single  table,  with  three  suit- 
able columns,  would  show  all  the  facts  to  the  eye 
upon  the  same  lines.  The  fin«  column  might 
show  the  amount  imported  in  our  own  vessels; 
the  second  column  might  show  the  amount  im- 
ported in  foreign  vessels;  and  the  third  column 
would  exhibit  the  total  amount  of  the  two  preced- 
ing columns.  Such  an  alteration  will  be  proper, 
if  the  imports  are  to  be  hereafter  stated  with  this 
discrimination  of  the  vesnels  in  which  they  are 
brought.  Bot  this  discrimination  in  the  statements 
is  of  very  little  use  when  accurate  accounts  of  the 
tonnage  arriving  are  taken.  The  object  of  .stating 
the  imports  with  this  discrimination  is  to  show 
how  far  the  navigation  which  introduces  them  is 
our  own,  and  how  far  it  belongs  to  foreign  nations. 
These  facts  are  indeed  shown,  in  some  degree,  in 
thiaaaanner.    Where  the  imports  are  free  from 


doty,  these  statements  show  nothing  coneernii^ 
the  navigation  which  introduces  them.  When 
the  imports  subject  to  duty  are  brought  from  a  par- 
ticular country,  wholly  in  our  own  vessels,  or 
wholly  in  foreign  vessels,  those  facts  appear  by 
these  statements.  But  the  same  facts  will  also  ap> 
pear  from  the  tonnage  arriving,  and  with  the  ad- 
ditional advantage  of  showing  the  quantity  of  ton- 
nage employed  in  the  importation.  In  most  cases 
where  the  imports  come  partly  in  our  own  veasela 
and  partly  in  foreign  vessels,  these  statements  af- 
ford nothing  certain  in  respect  to  the  shares  of 
navigation  enjoyed  by  oun^ves  or  by  foreigner* 
in  the  importations.  A  great  variety  of  imports 
is  presented,  some  of  which  are  stated  only  by 
values,  and  others  by  kinds  and  quantities.  These 
facts  furnish  very  little  information  coacemtng 
the  national  proportions  of  the  navigation  employ- 
ed in  introducing  these  imports;  and  they  form  a 
very  imperfect  foundation  for  any  calculation  re- 
specting tbe  tonnage  employed  or  the  freight* 
earned.  The  tonnage  and  freights  depend  upoa 
tbe  hulk  of  the  articles  transported.  Where  raliiea 
only  are  given,  we  know  nothing  of  the  kinds  or 
quantities  of  the  articles,  and  of  course  nothing  of 
the  tonnage  requisite  for  their  transportation. 
Where  the  kinds  and  quantities  of  the  articles  are 
given,  we  may  indeed  estimate  the  quantity  of  the 
navigation,  ii  we  know  the  amount  of  tonnage 
requisite  for  the  conveyance  of  the  various  articM* 
in  question.  But  every  such  calculation  must  be 
very  complex ;  and  all  such  estimates  must  be  at 
last  less  certain  and  satisfactory  than  the  plain 
proportions  of  the  navigation  held  by  ourselves 
and  by  foreigners  respectively,  as  these  facts  arc 
found  in  the  tonnage  arriving.  If  it  were  useful 
to  know  the  particular  goods  which  are  actually 
conveyed  in  our  own  vessels  and  those  actually 
conveyed  in  foreign  vessels,  such  a  knowledge 
would  be  more  important  in  respect  to  our  exports 
than  in  respect  to  our  imports.  But  no  such  dis- 
crimination is  made  or  will  appear  in  the  exports. 
It  is  conceived  that  this  threefold  statement  of  the 
imports  subject  to  doty  is  not  of  sufficient  use  to 
be  continued  ;  and  it  is  proposed  that  the  imports 
shall  be  in  future  stated  without  this  discrimina- 
tion. This  retrenchment  will  probably  diminish 
the  annual  statements  as  much  m  point  of  volume 
as  they  will  be  increased  by  the  addition  of  all  the 
new  matters  which  are  now  proposed  to  be  stated. 
No  general  system  for  statistical  accounts  of  oar 
foreign  commerce  has  ever  been  established  by 
law.  No  officer  of  the  Government  is  required 
by  law  to  compile,  to  communicate  to  Congress, 
or  to  publish  any  thing  upon  this  subject.  All  the 
statements  of  our  foreign  commerce  which  have 
been  here  mentioned  have  been  rendered  by  the 
officers  of  the  Treasury,  either  in  compliance  with 
resolutions  of  one  or  other  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, or  without  any  requisition  whatever.  The 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  have  each 
separately  adopted  such  resolutions  as  they  thought 
fit,  calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for 
statements  of  exports  and  imports;  and  all  the 
statements  which  the  Treasury  could  famish  have 
been  given.    Some  of  these  resolutions  are  perma- 
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nent,  and  require  annual  statements.    Thepertna- 
neot  resolutions  of  the  Senate  are  of  the  lOih  of 
February,  1796,  and  the   16th  of  March,  1796 ; 
those  of  the  House  of  Representatives  are  of  the 
3d  of  March,  1797,  and  the  29th  of  May,  1798. 
The  special  requisitions  which  have  been  made 
upon  the  executive  officers,  on  the  part  of  each 
of  the   two   Houses   of    Congress,   ior    informa- 
tion concerning  our  foreign  commerce,  have  been 
very  numerous.     If  any  proof  were  necessary  to 
show  either  the  importance  of  complete  statistical 
accounts  of  our  foreign  commerce,  or  the  poverty 
of  our  present  information  on    thi;t  subject,  ihat 
proof  would  be  abundantly  found  in  these  unceas- 
mg  calls  for  mforraation  concerning  matters  con- 
nected with  our  foreign  commerce,  which  do  not 
appear  in  the  annual  statements.   At  almost  every 
session   of    Congress   measures    relating   to    our 
foreign  commerce  are  agitated.     Many  of  these 
questions  are  of  the  highest  importance,  and  some 
of  them  are  difficult,  even  with  the  clearest  light ; 
of  facts.     If  any  facts  are  wanted,  which  do  not 
appear  in  the  annual  statement?:,  a  call  is  made 
upon  the  executive  officers,  and,  generally,  upon 
the  Secretary   of  the  Treasury  for  information. 
The  officer  returns  the  best  answer  which  he  i.s  able 
to  give.     Many  of  these  answers  have  at  different 
times  been  given  with  great  ability,  and  they  have 
served,  in  some  degree,  to  supply  the  wani  of  ascer- 
tained facts,  bv  general  views  and  judicious  esti- 
mates.    But,  ii  all  the  material  facts  which  com- 
pose our  foreign  commerce  were  ascertained  and 
presented  to  Congress  in  annual  statements,  the 
estimates  of  executive  officers  would  not  be  want- 
ed ;  every  legislator  would  then  have  before  him 
the  whole  subject  in  authentic  facts. 

Theannual  statements  of  the  Treasury  have  been 
here  examined  as  statistical  accounts  of  foreign 
commerce.  Imperfect  as  they  are  in  this  view, 
their  imperfection^  are  not  to  be  attributed  to  the 
officers  of  the  Treasury ;  those  officers  have  faith- 
fully given  the  materials  they  possessed,  and  they 
could  do  no  more.  They  have  performed  the  duty 
which  was  impased  upon  them  by  the  resolutions 
under  which  they  acted.  In  some  respects,  they 
have  done  much  more.  They  have  at  ditferent 
times,  without  any  requisition  from  superior  author- 
ity, made  several  very  useful  improvements  in  the 
forms  of  stating  the  export^.  The  materials  con- 
cerning the  exports  are  arranged  and  stated  in  the 
beat  manner  in  which  they  can  be  presented,  as 
they  are  now  returned  to  the  Treasury.  The  an- 
nual statements  concerning  navigation  arearranged 
and  rendered  in  the  best  form  which  the  present 
state  of  materials  in  the  Treasury  will  permit. 
All  theannual  statements  concerning  tonnage  have 
been  rendered  by  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  with- 
out any  requisition  for  that  purpose.  To  thi.s  time 
there  is  neither  law  nor  resolution  requiring  an- 
nual statements  of  the  navigation  employed  in  our 
foreign  trade.  The  principal  defects  which  have 
been  here  detailed  are  defects  of  law.  The  exec- 
utive officers  have  no  power  to  obtain  the  fact.<< 
which  are  requisite  to  supply  tbo!«e  defects.  Such 
a  power  can  only  be  conferred  by  law.  It  is  the 
province  of  the  Legislature  to  estaolish  sach  a  sys- 


tem as  will  supply  the  present  delSects,  and  bring 

forth  all  the  desired  information. 

At  present,  the  duty  of  preparing  and  rendering 
the  annual  statemtnts  of  exports  and  imports  de- 
pends mertly  upon  the  se}>aiate  resolutions  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  R»  |ir«sentativts  which  have 
been  mentioned.  It  is  only  in  those  resolutions 
that  any  account  of  the  mattt  r*  n  quired  to  be  ^tated 
concerning  the  txporis  and  imports  can  be  found; 
and  those  resolutions  are  very  general  and  loose 
in  their  df-scription  of  the  facts  which  they  require. 
The  Rubjecut  which  are  proper  to  be  stated  should 
be  d<  lined  by  la  w  ;  nnd  the  duty  of  compiling  and 
rendering  the  annual  statf  men Ls  should  be  imposed 
u|K)n  pro})er  officers  by  law.  A  suitable  and  per- 
manent system,  adequate  to  the  objects  proposed, 
should  be  established.  When  this  ^hall  be  done, 
a  complete  report  of  facts,  showing  the  slate  of  our 
commerce  with  every  foreign  country,  and  with 
all  the  world,  in  each  year,  may  be  annually  laid 
before  Congress. 

The  stattments  of  exports,  the  statements  of 
imports,  and  the  statemenUi  of  tonnage  arriving 
from  foreign  countries,  have  be«n  hitherto  laid  be- 
fore Congress  annually,  but  detached  from  each 
other,  and  at  difftreut  times.  It  will  be  proper  that 
the  statiments  of  ex[)or(s,  those  of  imports,  and 
those  of  navigation  employed  in  our  foreign  trade, 
should  be  laid  before  Congress  in  one  body,  and 
at  the  comniencement  of  «-ach  annual  session.  ^ 
The  present  state  of  this  subject  will  account  for 
the  method  of  this  discussion.  An  existing  sys- 
tem, sufficient  in  some  points,  but  also  defective  in 
many  re.««pect>,  was  to  be  examined.  So  far  as  it 
is  sufficieuL,  it  rt quired  no  comment.  The  proper 
course,  therefore,  seemed  to  be  to  point  out  and 
examine  its  deftcts.  But  this  course  of  examina- 
tion is  deprived  of  the  advantage  of  clear  order. 
As  many  of  the  deActs  of  the  existing  system  are 
topics  little  conntcted  with  each  othir,  so  must  be 
the  parts  of  the  di>cusvion  which  examines  thtm. 
It  we  have  slat*  ments  of  our  for*  ign  commeice 
at  all,  they  should  be  both  comprehtnsive  and  ac- 
curate ;  they  should  coinprthtud  all  facts  which 
are  really  material  for  public  uses,  and  they  should 
be  true  in  all  matters  staieu  as  facts.  Partial 
s«atenienLv  mislead,  and  erroneoui  statements  de- 
ceive. The  nature  of  the  subject  forbids  us  to  ex- 
pect entire  accuracy  in  such  .-tatemenla.  Perfect 
accuracy  in  these  subjects  is  the  shadow,  which 
may  be  imagined,  but  cannot  be  touched  ;  reason- 
able accuracy  is  the  substance,  which  may  be  seiz- 
ed and  presented  in  its  just  dimensions.  Minute 
precision  is  not  attainable,  and,  were  it  attainable, 
it  would  he  without  practical  uses;  but  reasonable 
accuracy  is  sufficient  for  all  practical  uses,  and 
reasonable  accuracy  is  both  necessary  and  atlaina- 
ble.  Official  statements  will  be  uken  fur  correct 
stHtements,  and  will  be  the  foundation  both  of  pri- 
vate reasonings  and  public  measures.  It  may  be 
belter  to  have  no  omcial  statements  of  foreign 
commerce  than  to  have  slatemenls  which  are  in 
any  degre*'  deffCtive  or  erroneous. 

According  to  the  pnc<diug  views,  a  complete 
system  fur  statistical  accounts  of  our  foreign  cum- 
merce  should  embrace  statements  o(  these  faeu: 
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i  I.  All  our  exports. 

2.  All  our  imports. 

3.  All  the  navigation  employed  in  our  trade 
with  the  rest  of  the  world. 

And  these  general  heads  should  be  stated  in  such 
details  and  divisions  as  to  exhibit  the  following 
facts: 

l>t.  Thekinds,quantitieti,  and  values  of  exports 
and  importK. 

2d.  The  exports  to  every  particular  country. 

3d.  The  imports  from  every  particular  country. 

4th.  All  the  navigation  employed  in  our  trade 
with  each  foreign  country,  distinguishing  our  own 
navigation  fruiu  that  of  foreign  nations. 

The  actual  state  of  our  trade  with  every  particu- 
lar foreign  country  would  then  appear  distinctly  ; 
and  the  slate  of  our  foreign  commerce  would  result 
from  the  several  parts  oi  the  whole  subject.  Such 
statements  would  exhibiteach  branch  of  our  foreign 
trade  as  one  entire  subject,  both  in  respect  to  com- 
merce and  navigation;  and  the  aggregate  of  all 
the  particular  branches  of  trade  would  exhibit  the 
true  ^tate  of  our  intercourse  with  all  the  world. 

But,as  much  of  this  information  is  now  afforded 
by  the  existing  system,  the  particular  amendments 
which  are  requisite  to  supply  the  defects  of  the 
present  system  are  these  : 

1.  That  the  accounts  of  exports  furnished  at  the 
time  of  exportation,  and  the  destinations  of  the 
exports,  should  be  stated  and  verified,  not  only  by 
the  master  of  the  vesM-l,  but  also  by  the  owner  or 
exporter  of  the  articles. 

2.  That  imports  free  from  duty  should  be  ascer- 
tained and  valued. 

3.  That  imports  subject  to  specific  duties  should 
be  valued. 

4.  That  certain  of  the  most  considerable  parts 
of  the  imports  which  pay  duty  on  the  value  should 
be  Slated  by  their  kinds  and  quantities  as  will  as 
by  their  values. 

5.  That  all  the  imports  should  be  valued  at  their 
foreign  cost. 

6.  That  the  national  characters  and  tonnage  of 
all  vess.  Is  departing  from  the  United  States  should 
be  ascertained  and  stated. 

7.  That  the  national  characters  and  tonnage  of 
▼easels,  both  departing  and  arriving,  in  the  trade 
with  each  of  the  foreign  countries  with  which  our 
commerce  is  consideiable,  should  be  separately 
stated. 

8.  That  all  these  facts  should  be  properly  com- 
bined with  those  which  are  now  ascertained;  and 
that  the  whole  should  be  digested  in  suitable  forms 
into  annual  statements;  and 

9.  That  a  general  and  permanent  system,  pro- 
riding  for  the  attainment  of  the  object's  here  pro- 
post^i,  should  be  established  by  law. 

A  bill  embracing  the  provisions  which  are  here 
recommended  is  now  submitted. 

Statistical  accounts  of  fonign  commerce  are 
important,  from  the  picaliar  nature  of  intercourse 
between  independent  nations.  Commerce  between 
nations  de|)ends  upon  Itoth  parties,  upon  compacts 
between  both,  upon  ngulaiions  which  either  or 
both  may  establish,  and  upon  all  the  measures 
which  the  policy,  the  pleasure,  or  the  passion  of 


rulers  may  lead  them  to  adopt  in  respect  to  inters 
course  with  other  nations.  Though  the  interests 
of  all  nations  would  be  best  promoted  by  allowing 
to  commerce  between  them  the  full  freedom  which 
is  allowed  to  the  commerce  of  persons  in  the  same 
society,  it  is  vain  to  expect  that  this  theory  will 
ever  be  generally  adopted  and  carried  into  prac- 
tice. While  Governments,  seeking  to  obtain  su- 
perior or  exclusive  advantages,  will  regulate  and 
restrain  foreign  commerce,  the  Governments  of 
other  nations  affected  by  such  measures,  even  if 
ihey  feel  not  the  like  motives,  must  as-sert  their 
equal  rights  and  protect  their  own  interests.  If 
there  were  no  other  cause  of  obstruction,  the  neces- 
sity of  revenue,  and  the  facility  of  obtaining  reve- 
nue, by  taxes  levied  through  the  medium  of  foreign 
commerce,  will  always  be  a  great  impediment  to 
the  natural  freedom  of  trade  between  nations. 
Our  system  is,  to  a  great  extent,  that  of  open  and 
free  commerce  with  all  the  world ;  but,  in  some  of 
the  most  important  branches  of  our  foreign  com- 
merce, we  are  met  by  foreign  prohibitions,  restric- 
tions, and  regulations,  which  deprive  us  of  our 
just  share  of  the  benefits  of  mutual  intercourse. 
We  are  therefore  compelled  to  seek  relief  from  the 
effects  of  such  foreign  systems  by  treaties,  or  to 
counteract  them  by  our  own  regulations.  Hence  a 
knowledge  of  the  actual  stale  of  our  trade  with 
particular  countries  is  exceedingly  important.  It 
is  with  particular  Governments,  and  concerning 
particular  branches  of  trade,  that  these  collisions 
take  place.  The  commercial  regulations  of  any 
country  may  be  known,  but  such  regulations  afford 
no  information  of  the  state  and  extent  of  the  trade 
to  which  they  are  applicable.  The  effects  of  such 
regulations  cannot  be  jusily  comprehended  with- 
out a  knowledge  of  the  facts  upon  which  those 
regulations  operate. 

Our  foreign  commerce  is  the  means  of  vending 
our  surplus  products,  which  are  great  and  valua- 
ble, and  the  means  of  procuring  the  products  of 
other  countries,  which  we  desire  for  our  consump- 
tion. It  is  a  great  source  of  wealth  from  the 
profits  of  trade  and  the  employment  of  navigation, 
and  it  affords  the  means  oi  great  naval  power.  It 
is  the  principal  source  of  revenue;  it  is  at  the  same 
time  a  great  impediment  to  the  progress  of  our 
own  manufactures;  and  it  holds  us  in  a  certain 
degree  of  dependence  upon  foreign  nations  for  the 
supply  of  our  own  wants.  Shallour  foreign  com- 
merce be  cherished  for  the  sake  of  wealth,  naval 
power,  and  revenue ;  or  shall  it  be  restrained  to  pro- 
mote domestic  manufactures;  to  render  oursc4veB 
essentially  independent  of  the  rest  of  the  world  for 
the  supply  of  our  own  wants  ;  and  to  avoid  the  col- 
lisions to  which  foreign  commerce  is  exposed  from 
the  ambition,  rapacity,  and  wars,  of  other  natioiu  ? 
These  are  all  great  quc-stions  of  national  policy; 
and  they  present,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  conflict  of 
opposing  considerations.  It  is  not  the  purpose  of  this 
report  to  discuss  these  questions.  Whatever  views 
may  be  taken  of  them  by  some,  and  whatever  may 
be  the  opinions  entertained  concerning  them  by 
others,  the  knowledge  of  the  facts  from  which  these 
questions  arise  is  equally  necessary  and  im]>ortant 
to  all.     The  facu  which  compose  our  foreign 
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commerce  most  be  the  foundation  of  all  reasooinfs 
and  all  conclusions  concerning  these  question*. 
The  present  purpose  is  to  provide  authentic  infor- 
mation of  these  facts.  As  our  foreign  commerce 
produces  directly  or  indirectly  most  important 
effects  upon  all  interests  and  classes  of  the  nation, 
all  are  interested  in  that  commerce  ;  all  are  enti- 
tled to  speculate  and  form  opinions  upon  these  ques- 
tions ;  and  every  interest  is  entitled  to  a  iust  pro- 
tectioB  from  the  Government  of  the  whole.  The 
Government  has  not  only  to  judge,  but  to  decide. 
Its  decisions  produce  effects  which  are  felt  in 
every  branch  of  public  and  private  concerns.  It  is 
the  common  interest  of  all  that  our  foreign  com- 
merce should  be  thoroughly  known  and  under- 
stood. If  our  foreign  commerce  were,  and  could 
continue  to  be,  pertectly  free,  it  would  still  fluc- 
tuate with  all  the  varying  circumstances  of  the 
world;  and  information  of  its  actual  state,  from 
time  to  time,  would  be  highly  interesting.  But 
oar  foreign  commerce  will  always  be  the  subject 
of  muchlegislation  ajad  many  practical  measurea. 
The  great  questions  and  interests  which  are  in- 
volved in  our  foreign  commerce  must  always  be  a 
principal  subject  of  the  deliberations  and  measures 
of  the  National  Government  The  first  requisite 
to  wise  legislation  and  judicious  measures  upon 
this  subject  mu5?t  be  the  knowledge  of  the  facta 
which  constitute  the  subject  itself. 

Out  foreign  commerce  is  very  great,  and  greater 
than  that  of  any  other  nation,  excepting  one. 
This  is  not  the  place  to  discuss  the  importance  of 
our  external  commerce,  or  to  trace  its  connexion 
with  our  internal  concerns.  It  exists,  and  it  is 
clcnely  interwoven  with  all  the  great  interests  of 
the  nation.  In  whatever  view  it  is  considered,  it 
is  a  subject  of  the  highest  moment.  That  the  facts 
which  compose  this  great  subject  should  be  known, 
will  hardly  be  disputed.  Without  them,  the  sub- 
ject itself  cannot  be  understoodj  nor  can  the  in- 
terests of  the  nation  receive  a  judicious  care.  The 
power  to  regulate  and  protect  our  commerce  with 
loreign  nations  is  confided  to  this  Govemmeat.  It 
belongs  to  the  same  Government  to  provide  au- 
thentic information  of  the  state  of  that  commerce. 
Let  the  facts,  as  they  take  place,  be  ascertained 
and  made  public  to  all.  They  deserve  the  atten- 
tion of  all,  but  more  especially  the  constant  and 
watchful  attention  of  legislators  and  statesmen. 


.\H0RSE8  LOST  IN  THE  SEMINOLE  WAR. 

[Comma nieatad  to  the  House,  March  14,  1820.] 

Mr  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the  Com- 
'  mittee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
*  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
•■  of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  the 
late  campaign  against  the  Seminole  Indians," 
submitted  to  the  House  the  following  report : 

The  discussion  of  the  principles  involved  in  this 
bill  at  an  early  period  ofthe  session  supersedes  the 


necessity  for  any  very  detailed  naiarka ;  Ike  com- 
mittee, therefore,  merely  suggcK,  with  as  much 
brevity  as  possible,  the  reasons  which  hare  induced 
them  to  recommend  its  indefinite  postponement. 

The  bill  presupposes  a  liability  in  the  United 
States  to  pay  for  horses,  which  the  committee  mre 
unwilling  to  acknowledge.  The  loss  of  horses  for 
want  of  forage  was  one  of  the  contingencies  to  be 
apprehended  at  the  time  they  entered  the  service. 
In  every  country,  in  those  best  cultivated  and  moat 
highly  populated,  a  scarcity  of  food,  both  for  man 
and  beast,  will  sometimes  be  experienced.  It  is 
an  accident  or  privation  incident  to  the  very  coo* 
dilion  of  war.  What,  then,  must  have  been  the 
mutual  understanding  of  the  parties  when  the  per- 
sons for  whom  the  bill  provides  engaged  in  tb« 
service  of  Government  ?  The  act  of  Congress  as- 
sured them  they  would  be  allowed  forty  cents  a 
day  for  the  use  and  risk  of  their  horses.  This  sum 
they  are  entitled  to  claim,  and,  perhaps,  in  every 
instance,  have  already  received.  ' 

The  act  further  assured  them  they  would  be 
supplied  with  forage;  but  thi&,  like  every  other 
promise,  cannot  be  understood  as  obliging  Gov- 
ernment to  act  beyond  the  boundaries  of  reason 
and  probability.  It  has  been  already  stated  that 
the  want  of  forage  is  one  of  the  contingencies  to 
be  apprehended  in  every  country  where  military 
service  is  to  be  performed  ;  if  this  be  true  in  gen- 
eral, how  much  mcwe  so  is  it  in  regard  to  the  par- 
ticular country  in  which  the  Tennessee  volunteers 
engaged  to  serve  1  It  is  unreasonable  to  suppose 
that  Government  could  promise  to  supply  them  at 
all  times  with  sufficient  forage  in  a  wild,  uninhab- 
ited, and  uncultivated  country,  when  it  is  well 
known  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  execute  a 
similar  promise  in  those  districts  of  country  where 
agriculture  obtains  in  the  highest  perfection.  The 
act  of  Congress  must,  therefore,  be  understood  to 
mean  that,  as  far  as  it  was  practicable,  or  even 
possible,  for  Government  to  supply  forage,  it  should 
be  done ;  not  that  it  should  be  dune  at  all  hazards, 
in  defiance  of  every  accident  or  the  most  uncon- 
trollable events. 

The  committee  cannot  judge  of  this  principle 
assumed  in  the  bill  by  any  other  rule.  For  whose 
benefit,  let  it  be  asked,  was  it  that  forage  shonM 
be  furnished  ?  Certainly,  for  the  Government.  It 
follows,  then,  that,  from  a  regard  to  its  own  inter- 
est. Government  would  have  supplied  forage  when- 
ever it  was  practicable ;  but  to  require  payment 
now  for  losses  occasioned  by  the  want  oi  it,  goes 
to  charge  Grovernment  with  culpable  negligeooej 
with  having  failed  to  p^form  its  duty  lo  itself. 
Such  allegations  cannot  be  supported  either  in 
principle,  or  by  the  facts  which  exist  in  the  caae. 
The  letters  from  Dr.  Bronaugh  and  Colonel  Gib- 
son, submitted  to  the  committee  with  the  bill, 
prove  clearly  that  there  was  no  negligence  on  the 
part  of  Oiovernment ;  that  no  exertions,  however 
great,  could  have  jKocured  the  necessary  supplies. 
Will  it  then  be  said  that  Government  should  be 
required  to  perform  impossibilities,  or  provide 
against  events  which  the  parties  must  be  supposed 
to  have  included  in  the  conditions  of  their  con- 
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tract  1  For  these  reasons,  the  committee  object  to 
the  principle  assumed  in  the  bill,  and  deny  any 
liability  in  Government  to  pay  for  horses  which 
died  in  the  Seminole  campaign  for  want  of 
forage. 

The  bill  further  provides  that,  when  owners 
were  dismounted  in  battle,  and  the  horses  escaped, 
payme/it  shall  also  be  made.  The  committee  tbink 
this  is  another  of  those  risks  anticipated  and  under- 
stood by  the  parties,  and  covered  by  the  allowance 
of  forty  cents  per  day.  It  cannot  be  pretended  that 
Government  engaged  that  the  riders  should  always 
remain  on  horsetnick,  notwithstanding  the  inci- 
dents of  any  particular  battle,  or  the  general  ser- 
vice of  the  campaign,  should  require  them  to  be 
dismounted.  The  mounted  gunmen,  on  the  other 
hand,  must  be  supposed  to  nave  stipulated  that, 
either  on  horseback  or  on  foot,  they  would  engage 
the  enemy  ;  that  they  would  fignt  in  any  way 
pointed  out  by  their  commander;  and  if,  in  ren- 
dering obedience  to  orders,  their  horses  should  be 
lost,  the  loss  was  to  be  considered  only  as  a  usual 
and  customary  result  from  the  service  in  which 
they  had  s:ipulated  to  engage. 

The  policy  of  the  measure  is  likewise  very  ob- 
jectionable. Government  cannot  insure  property 
thus  engaged  in  the  public  service.  Volunteers, 
mounted  gunmen,  and  every  other  species  of  troops, 
would  become  negligent  in  taking  care  of  their 
horses,  if  it  be  once  understood  that  they  are  to 
be  paid  for  them  when  lost.  It  would,  indeed,  be 
the  interest  of  owners  to  preserve  them  till  near  the 
close  of  a  campaign,  receiving  forty  cents  a  day 
for  the  use  and  risk,  and  then,  just  before  quitting 
the  service,  let  them  die  by  neglect,  even  when 
forage  was  plenty,  or  destroy  them  by  hard  treat-* 
ment.  The  policy  of  giving  forty  cents  a  day  con- 
sists in  this:  that,  while  owners  are  allowed  rea 
sonable  compensatK)n,  they  also  have  an  induce- 
ment sufficiently  strong  to  lake  care  of  their  horses. 
But  this  inducement  would  lose  all  its  force  and 
effect  if  the  horses  are  to  be  paid  for  when  lost  If 
forty  cents  is  not  adequate  compensation.  Congress 
should  augment  it  to  sixty,  eighty,  or  a  hundred 
cents,  rather  than  pass  laws  holoing  out  induce- 
ments to  owners  to  neglect  or  destroy  their  prop- 
erty. 

Experience  forbids  the  passage  of  the  bill.  The 
act  or  the  9th  of  April,  1816,  commonly  called  the 
"claims  law,"  the  Canadian  volunteer  act,  and 
the  late  act  granting  pensions  to  those  who  per- 
formed service  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  have  all 
been  productive  of  serious  mischief.  They  have 
opened  the  door  for  immoralities  so  great,  that  the 
committee  will  forbear  to  name  them  more  specifi- 
cally. It  is  believed  no  law  of  the  kind  could  be 
80  guarded  in  its  provisions  as  not  to  be  evaded  in 
practice;  and,  if  not  absolutely  required  by  the 
demands  of  justice,  it  should  never  be  proposed. 

Insurmountable  difficulties  are  to  be  seen  in  ad- 
ministering the  law.  Who  can  tell  whether  a 
horse  died  for  the  want  of  forage,  on  account  of 
disease,  or  from  the  neglect  and  inattention  of  the 
owner?  The  only  risk  assumed  by  Government 
in  the  act  under  which  these  troops  were  called 
16th  Com.  1st  Ssss.— 80 


into  service  is,  that  if  a  horse  be  killed  in  battle, 

\  then  the  owner  must  be  paid.     The  cause  of  this 

loss  can  be  distinctly  and  definitely  known,  and 

'  therefore  Grovernment  may  safely  assume  the  re- 

1  sponsibility.     But  the  total  negation  of  ail  other 

'  risks  on  the  part  of  Government  proves  clearly  that 

the  framers  of  the  law  conceived  it  would  be  bad 

policy  to  take  upon  themselves  responsibility  for 

losses,  the  cause  of  which  could  not  be  known, 

and  which,  perhaps,  if  properly  understood,  would, 

I  in  nine  cases  out  often,  be  found  to  exist  with  the 

I  owner  rather  than  with  Government. 

The  injuries  sustained  by  the  claimants  are  de- 
pended on  as  a  reason  to  induce  the  passage  of  a 
law  for  their  relief.  But  the  committee  think  no 
i  injuries  have  been  sustained.  Information  has 
'  been  received  from  the  Second  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  by  which  it  appears  that 
the  rolls  of  four  companies  have  reached  that  of^ 
fice ;  that  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers, 
musicians,  and  private.*!,  have  received  each  forty 
cents  a  day  for  the  use  and  risk  of  their  horses, 
arms,  {fnd  accoutrements,  from  the  commence- 
ment to  the  termination  of  their  services.  The 
committee,  therefore,  feel  authorized  to  state  that 
the  same  rule  was  adopted  in  making  payment  to 
all  the  troops  for  whom  it  is  intended  to  pn>> 
vide. 

If,  then,  ahorse  died,  when  only  one-third  or  one- 
half  the  campaign  had  expired,  the  owner  received 
pay  for  him  after  his  death,  at  the  rate  of  forty 
cents  a  day.  Without  noticing  the  impropriety  of 
paying  for  the  use  and  risk  of  a  horse  after  he  was 
dead,  ihe  committee  would  remark  that,  under  the 
operation  of  this  rule,  the  owners  of  horses  have 
received  a  sum  fully  equal  to  their  average  value, 
and,  in  most  cases,  perhaps,  greatly  beyond  it. 
There  is,  then,  no  real  cause  of^complaint.  Had 
Grovernment  purchased  the  horses  before  they  en- 
tered the  service,  the  situation  of  the  owners  could 
have  been  no  better  than  it  now  is ;  and  surely 
there  is  not  the  least  imaginable  cause  of  com- 
plaint, provided  they  are  placed  on  no  worse  foot- 
ing than  they  would  have  been  if  their  property 
ha^  been  purchased.  At  all  events,  if  Congress 
should  pass  the  bill,  the  committee  would  recom- 
mend that  forty  cents  a  day  for  the  use  and  risk 
should  be  deducted  from  the  time  of  the  death  of 
any  horse.  The  bill  itself  presupposes  and  admits 
the  fact  that  the  horses  died  during  the  campaign, 
and,  constH]uently,  before  the  end  of  the  cam- 
paign. But  it  appears  the  owners  have  received 
pay  up  to  the  end  of  the  campaign,  and  therefore 
have  been  paid  for  the  use  and  risk  of  their  horses 
after  they  had  died.  The  committee  have  never 
before  been  made  acquainted  with  any  principle 
which  would  sanction  the  propriety  of  paying  for 
the  use  and  risk  of  property  when  that  property 
did  not  exist,  could  not  be  used,  and  was  at  no  ri^ ; 
all  of  which  must  have  happened  in  the  present 
case.  It  seems,  indeed,  that  toe  claim  of  Govern- 
ment against  these  individuals  is  much  more  just 
than  their  claim  against  Government.  The  com- 
mittee recommend  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned.    ,..._...    
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DISCRIMINATING    DUTIES    ON    AMERICAN 
PRODUCTS. 


register  ton ;  or,  in  a  vessel  of  the  same  descrtption 
carrving  280,000  jpounds  weight  of  cotton  and 
220,000  pounds  weight  of  pota&hes —  . 

The  diflerence  of  duty,  estiiuaied  at  one 

and  one-half  cent  on  the  cotton,  is  -  ^,200 
And  that  on  the  potashes,  at  55  cents  per 

100  pounds,  IS 1,210 


[Communicated  to  tbe  Honse,  December  37,  1819.] 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  ReprJUentative»  of  the 

United  State*  of  America  in  Congress  assembled  : 

The  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
the  city  of  New  York  respectfully  showeth,  that 

your  memorialists  have  witnessed,  with  feelings  ;  which  is  equivsTlent  to  ^18  per  register  ton 
of  deep  concern,  the  consequences  resulting  to  the  i      The  dis4:riminatiDg  duties  chargeable  on  the 
shipping  interest  of  the  United  States  from  the    three  articles  above  enumerated,  which  constitute 


Would  be,  together 


55,410 


discrimmating  duties  established  in  France  on  the 
staple  products  of  this  country 


the  bulk  of  our  exports  to  France,  form  an  aggre- 
gate much  greater  than  the  foreign  duty  of  ten  per 


At  the  period  of  their  imposition,  and  for  a  con-  ,  cent,  payable  in  the  United  Stales  would  amount 
siderable  time  subsequent  to  the  late  war  in  Eo-  ;  to,  if  calculated  on  the  whole  importations  from 
rope,  the  trade  carried  on  by  French  vessels  with  ,  France;  and  the  experience  of  the  last  two  years 
the  United  States  was  chiefly  confined  to  New  Or-  confirms  what  indeed  is  sufficiently  obvious  from 
leans  and  other  Southern  ports,  whose  productions    the  preceding  statement,  that  a  perseverance  in  the 


constituted  the  principal  exports  from  this  coun- 
try to  France,  whilst  their  interest  in  shipping  is 
Tory  limited;  so  that  the  effects  of  the  enormous 
discriminating  duties,  payable  on  the  importations 
into  France  of  cotton  and  tobacco,  in  transferring 


present  regulations  of  our  intercourse  with  France 
must  operate  to  exclude  American  vessels  from  all 
participalJoM    in    the  carrying    trade  connected 
with  it. 
Tour  memorialists,  in  earnestly  soliciting  that 


10  French  vessels  the  carrying  trade  to  that  conn-  the  attention  of  your  honorable  body  may  oe  en 

try,  were  not  immediately  perceived  or  felt  by  the  gaged  in  devising  .some  remedy  for  an  evil  so  seri- 

ship  owners  or  merchants  in  this  quarter  of  the  ous  and  alarming,  beg  leave  to  suggest  their  con- 

Umon.     But  the  severe  losses  sustamed  by  those  viction  of  the  utter  inefficacy  of  any  ^^f stem  of 


who  employed  our  vessels  in  that  trade  have  since 
led  to  an  investigation  of  their  causes,  and  created 
H  universal  feeling  of  the  injury  and  injustice  to 
which  our  flag  is  subjected. 


countervailing  discriminating  duties  to  be  levied 
on  the  importations  into  the  United  States  of 
French  merchandise,  inasmuch  as  the  articles 
which  would  be  the  nccesiiary  obiitjis  of  such  du- 


In  giving  to  this  subject  the  attention  which  its  ties  bear  no  pro|X)rtion  in  their  bulk  and  in  the 

importance  demands,  your  memoriali>ts  find  that  price  of  their  transportation  to  those  which  form 

tifce  foreign  tonnage  duty  and  light  money  payable  our  exoorts  to  France.     And    the  course  of  the 

in  the  United  States  are  very  nearly  equal  to  the  colonial  trade,  moreover,  enables  French  vessels 
foreign  tonnage  duty  and  port  charges  in  France,  j  to  avoid   the  inconveniences  of  performing   the 

And  may  therefore  be  considered  as  regulated  upon  voyage  across  the  Atlantic  in  ballast,  by  taking  a 

the  principle  of  a  just  and  fair  reciprocity;  while  freight  from  the  ports  of  France  to  those  of  her 

the  discriminating  duties  imposed  on  the  importa-  colonie.s,  and  then  turning  their  course  advanta- 

tion  of  merchandise  operate  on  the  shipping  inter-  geously  to  our  port.s,  either  in  ballast  or  with  colo- 

ests  of  the  two  countries  in  a  manner  altocrether  nial  produce;  while  our  vessels  generally  return 


disproportionate  and  unequal. 


direct  from  France  in  ballast,  or  only  with  incon- 


-  The  foreign  or  discriminating  duties  paid  by  siderable  ladings. 
American  vessels  importing  the  following  articles  j  To  exhibit  in  it*  proper  light  the  itnnortance  of 
into  France  are,  one  and  one-half  cent  per  pound  the  subject  under  consideration,  it  will  be  neces- 
^French  weight)  on  cotton;  one  and  one-eighth  sary  not  only  to  advert  to  the  actual  amount  of 
on  tobacco,  and  fifty-five  per  oik>  hundred  pounds  tonnage  employed  in  the  transportation  of  our  pro- 
on  potashes;  which  extra  duties  exceed  the  whole    duce  to  France,  compared  with  the  aggregate  ton- 


freight  now  paid  i<vr  the  transportation  of  those 
articles  from  the  United  States,  whether  in  French 
«r  in  American  bottonos. 

The  present  rates  of  freight  in  French  vessels 
are  abottt  one  and  one  eighth  cent  per  pound  Ux 


nage  employed  in  foreign  trade  generally,  but  abo 
to  take  into  view  their  future  relative  proportions, 
when  our  trade  to  France  shall  have  received  all 
the  rilension  of  which  it  is  susceptible  by  the  pro- 
gressive increase  in  the  euttiva4ion  of  our  Soarh- 


cotlon  ;  three-fourths  for  tobacco,  and  one-half  for  I  em  products,  and  when  our  sbippiwg  Khali  have 
potashes;  and,  in  American  vessels,  about  one-  j  experienced  the  reduction  it  is  to  suffer  by  the  ef- 
tkird  below  tbefie  rates — making  the  difference  of   fects  of  the  further  development  of  the  actual  state 


d«ty  by  a  French  vessel  exceed  the  gross  amount 
of  freight,  by  an  American  vessel,  at  least  one- 
third. 

i  To  form  an  estimate  of  the  practical  result  of 
these  regulations,  it  will  be  assumed  that  a  vessel 
of  300  register  tons  burden  will  carry  560,000 
pounds  weight  of  tobacco,  the  difterenceof  duty  on 
which,  at  one  and  one-eighth  cent  per  pound, 
would  be  $6,300,  which  is  equivalent  to  ^1  per 


of  our  foreign  commerce. 

It  would  be  superfluous  to  enter  i»to  details  to 
!  show  how  extensively,  and  almost  entirely,  all  the 
sources  of  that  commerce  are  cut  off.  It  is  a  la- 
mentable fact,  that  more  than  half  the  number  of 
vessels  lately  arrived  in  this  from  foreign  ports  are 
dismantled,  from  the  abt«olutc  absence  of  any  ad- 
vantageous object  of  commercial  pursuit.  And 
this  state  of  commerce  seems  the  natural  and  ae- 
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eeseary  result  of  the  new  order  of  things  which 
kas  prevailed  since  the  pacification  of  EUjrope. 
Every  restraint  that  lately  shackled  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  principal  maritime  nations  of  Europe 
has  been  removed,  whilst  the  general  trade  and 
navigation  of  those  States  are,  at  the  same  time, 
regulated  with  a  studious  regard  to  the  interests 
of  their  own  subjects;  so  that  the  United  States 
have  not  only  ceased  to  be  the  carriers  for  Europe, 
but  are  deprived  of  the  means  of  entering  into  a 
fair  competition  in  the  transportation  to  foreign 
countries  of  the  principal  products  of  their  own 
•oil. 

It  would  seem  obvious  that,  during  the  contin- 
uance of  a  state  of  peace  in  Europe,  the  great  ele- 
ments of  our  commerce  in  that  quarter  of  the 
gk>be  will  be  confined  to  the  exchange  of  our  pro- 
ducts for  such  articles  of  foreign  production  as 
may  be  required  for  home  consumption. 

The  quantity  of  American  cotton,  tobacco,  pot- 
ashes, and  other  staples  now  consumed  in  France, 
cannot  be  correctly  stated  by  your  memorialists, 
but  they  presume  it  to  be  equal  to  a  fourth  of  the 
whole  quantity  exported  to  Europe.     The  aggre- 

Ste  tonnage  employed  last  year  in  the  direct  trade 
)ra  the  United  States  to  F  ranee  is  estimated  at 
fifty  thousand  tons;  in  addition  to  which,  an  in- 
direct trade  of  considerable  extent  has  been  car- 
ried on  through  the  circuitous  channel  of  Eng- 
land. (The  saving  on  the  duties  by  reshipping 
our  cotton  and  tobacco  thence  to  France  in  French 
vessels,  instead  of  shipping  them  direct  from  the 
United  States  in  American  vessels,  being  more 
than  equivalent  to  the  extra  freight  and  charges 
attending  the  additional  voyage.) 

If  we  limit  our  views  of  this  carrying  trade  to 
the  employment  of  50,000  tons  of  shipping,  the 
freight  out  and  home,  calculated  at  ^0  per  ton, 
amounts  to  $1,000,000;  which  sum,  if  gained  by 
our  vessels,  might  justly  be  considered  as  so  much 
capital  added  annually  to  the  stock  of  national 
wealth. 

However  small  the  net  profit  may  be  to  the 
ship  owners  on  this  amount  of  freight,  the  dis- 
bursements for  the  equipment,  and  the  wages  for 
the  navigation  of  the  ves.sels,  would  be  left  at 
home ;  and,  together  with  the  employment  it 
would  require  of  so  large  a  body  of  aeamen,  would 
materially  conduce  to  create  and  maintain  the  ele- 
ments necessary  to  advance  our  coounercial  and 
naval  interests. 

The  act  of  Congress  offering  to  foreign  nations 
the  means  of  a  free  intercourse  with  this  country, 
on  terms  of  perfect  reciprocity,  has  not,  as  is  be- 
lieved by  your  memorialists,  been  found  as  bene- 
ficial in  its  operation  as  was  justly  to  have  been 
expected. 

Those  nations  whose  acceptance  of  the  invita- 
tion it  held  forth  might  subserve  the  views  and 
interests  of  the  United  States  are  found  to  remain 
nanire ;  while  Holland,  Sweden,  Prussia,  and  the 
Haaseatic  Towns,  adopting  the  principle  of  re- 
dpcocUy,  secure  to  themselves  an  important  ex- 
emption in  our  ports,  without  affording  any  privi- 
lege ia  theirs  not  before  enjoyed  by  the  Uaited 


States,  and,  ia  fact,  gratuitously  granted  to  ewy 
other  natioD. 

Until  lately  we  found  some  advantages  ia  our 
commercial  relations  with  the  possessions  of  the 
King  of  the  Netherlands  by  participating  ia  the 
trade  to  the  colony  of  Java;  out  now,  heavy  dia> 
criminating  duties  are  laid  to  confine  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  that  trade  to  Dutch  vessels.  Your 
memorialists  do  not  notice  this  circumstance  as 
requiring  the  application  of  any  remedies  within 
the  purview  of  this  memorial,  but  to  show  the 
progressive  extension  on  the  part  of  the  European 
Powers  of  a  system  of  absolute  colonial  monopoly, 
and  to  evince  the  necessity  of  devising  means  to 
counteract  the  growth  of  that  system  by  some 
vigorous  effort  on  the  part  of  our  Ooverament 

Louisiana  was  acquired  by  the  United  States 
ia  her  colonial  state,  and  the  nnonopoly  of  her  ex- 
tended and  growing  trade  would  be  more  v^uafale 
than  that  of  any  two  colonies  whatever;  and  (he 
Floridas,  if  they  passed  from  their  present  aban- 
doned and  miserable  condition  to  be  integral  parts 
of  the  Union,  caniMt  fail,  by  the  qnickentng  influ- 
ence of  our  free  institutions,  to  open  vast  resouroes 
of  trade,  and  may  add  to  the  list  of  <mr  present 
exports  even  the  articles  of  sugar  and  coffee,  hith- 
erto deemed  exclusively  colonial. 

The  liberal  policy  of  the  United  States  in  open- 
ing to  all  nations  a  free  trade  to  the  vast  mart*  of 
their  colonial  acquisitions  ought,  it  would  seem,  to 
entitle  them  to  some  corresponding  {M'ivileges  from 
those  nations,  at  least,  who  participate  largely  in 
the  benefits  of  that  trade;  but  no  such  reciprocal 
tioo  has  been  experienceid,  nor,  as  the  result  of 
gratuitous  concession,  is  it  to  be  expected. 

In  reference  to  the  oppress ve  discriminating 
duties  on  the  importation  of  American  products 
into  France,  which  it  is  the  principal  object  of  the 
prcbcnt  memorial  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  Got- 
emraent,  your  memorialists  take  leave  most  re- 
spectfully to  suggest  that  they  can  devise  no  expe- 
dient more  likely  to  produce  a  favoraUe  change 
in  the  present  system  of  the  French  Governmoity 
nor  better  calculated  to  enable  the  citi2eDs  of  the 
United  States  successfully  to  resist  it  if  perse- 
vered in,  than  the  impa^^ition  of  a  heavy  tonnage 
duty ;  and  at  the  same  time  no  measure  appears  to 
your  memorialists  so  consistent  with  the  general 
policy  of  the  United  States. 

Referring  to  the  statement  already  made,  exhib- 
itiog  the  effects  of  the  discriminatiag  duties  in 
France  on  cotton,  tobacco,  and  potashes,  consid- 
ered as  a  tonnage  duty  on  American  vessels,  year 
memorialists  leave  to  the  superior  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress to  determine,  on  a  full  consideration  of  all 
the  circumstances  connected  with  tlie  case,  what 
tonnage  duty  should  now  be  imposed  so  as  to  oaakc 
this  a  fair  and  effective  countervaiiing  measure. 

Your  memorialists,  considering  moreover  that 
some  new  provision  is  neceftsary  m  order  to  rroda 
beneficially  operative  the  act  of  Congress  which 
offers  to  foreign  nations  the  means  of  commercial 
intercourse  upon  the  principle  of  reciprocity,  re- 
spectfully suggest  that  this  duty  should  be  made 
to  apply  to  all  nations  which  shall  not  adopt  that 
priaciple. 
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A  general  regalation  of  thin  nature,  while  it 
would  violate  neither  the  letter  nor  spirit  of  our 
treaties  with  France,  appears  to  be  equally  expe- 
dient in  reference  to  other  nations. 

Spain,  for  instance,  besides  imposing,  as  is  be- 
iieyed,  discrioiinating  duties  oa  the  articles  of  our 
exports  imported  into  the  mother  country,  exacts 
most  excessive  extra  duties  on  provisions  imported 
bjr  American  vessels  into  her  colonies.  Among 
others,  that  on  the  article  of  flour  amounts,  in 
Cuba,  to  93  374  per  barrel.  The  r^ulations  of 
trade  in  the  ports  of  the  Spanish  colonies  are  such 
as  not  to  place  the  intercourse  with  them  under 
any  of  the  restrictions  contained  in  the  navigation 
act;  and  thus,  while  this  trade  remains  open  to 
both  nations,  the  discriminating  duties  imposed 
on  those  colonies  must  operate  to  transfer  it  alto- 
gether to  Spanish  vessels  as  soon  as  their  flag  can 
navigate  securely. 

Your  memorialists  are  persuaded  that  a  mea»- 
nre  like  the  one  proposed,  could  produce  no  inju- 
rioas  efiects  upon  the  agricultural  and  commercial 
interests  of  the  United  States,  by  abridging  in  for- 
eign markets  the  sale  of  their  produce. 

The  prohibitory  regulations  of  different  Govern- 
ments prove,  that  the  want  of  our  provisions  is  the 
only  security  we  now  enjoy  for  their  admission 
into  foreign  ports;  and,  wherever  this  want  exists, 
they  will  continue  to  be  received,  direct,  or  by  in- 
termediate ports. 

The  principal  articles  exported  to  France  are  so 
essential  to  the  supply  of  her  manufactories  that 
they  cannot  be  dispensed  with  ;  so  that,  if  a  sys- 
tem of  commercial  regulations  could  be  supposed 
to  exist,  operating  to  prevent  a  direct  exportation 
of  those  articles  to  that  country,  its  whole  supplies 
of  cotton  and  tobacco  must  be  derived  through  the 
circuitous  channel  of  England,  (as  has  been  par- 
tially practised  for  the  last  two  years,)  or  through 
some  of  the  neighboring  ports  of  the  Continent ; 
and,  in  either  case,  we  should  at  least  partake  in 
the  advantages  of  their  transportation  across  the 
Atlantic. 

The  right  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
to  narticipate,  on  equal  terms,  in  the  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  their  commercial  intercourse 
with  foreign  nations,  appears  to  your  memorialists 
to  be  indisputable;  and  they  appeal  with  confi- 
dence to  Congress  for  such  interference  on  their 
behalf  as  the  public  policy  may  justify. 

Although  it  may  oe  questionable  whether,  in  a 
case  like  the  present,  it  would  comport  with  the 
dignity  of  the  nation  to  offer  any  considerations  to 
foreign  Powers,  in  order  to  obtain  a  just  recipro- 
city of  commercial  benefits,  yet  your  memorialists 
take  leave  to  suggest  the  expediency  of  holding 
out  to  France  some  further  encouragements  to  the 
consumption  in  the  United  States  of  French  wines 
and  silk  manufactures. 

Encouragements  of  this  nature,  if  not  required 
as  an  inducement  to  France  to  place  the  regula- 
tions of  her  trade  with  this  country  on  a  more 
eqnal  and  just  footing,  may  possibly  be  used  to 
obtain  some  relaxation  in  her  colonial  restrictions, 
and  induce  the  repeal  of  the  late  order  directed  to 
the  national  tobacco  manufactory  in  France,  which 


restricts  the  employment  of  the  foreign  growth  of 
that  article  to  the  proportion  of  one-sixth  part  for 
five-sixth  partK  of  domestic  growth. 

It  is  true,  in  reference  to  the  article  of  wioet, 
the  duty  on  which  is  now  sufficiently  reduced,  the 
United  States  could,  in  the  way  of  inducement  to 
France,  only  assure  to  her  the  continuance  of  that 
reduction;  but,  in  regard  to  silk  manufactures,  the 
imposition  of  additional  duties  on  the  same  arti- 
cles imported  from  China  might  be  adopted  as  a 
measure  of  reciprocal  advantage. 

It  would  certainly  be  of  great  importance  to 
France  to  check  the  immense  importations  from 
China  of  silk  goods  in  imitation  of  French  fabrics; 
and,  considering  the  heavy  drains  of  specie  from 
the  United  States,  which  are  caused  by  the  prose- 
cution of  the  trade  to  China,  it  would  at  least  be 
equally  advantageous  to  us  to  receive  the  same  ar- 
ticles from  countries  where  they  can  be  obtained 
in  exchange  for  our  own  products. 

Your  memorialists  are  anxious  to  maintain  the 
national  prosperity,  and  would  discredit  the  un- 
reasonable clamor  of  desponding  and  embarrassed 
traders;  but  the  foreign  commerce  of  this  coun- 
try, at  the  present  period,  is  so  rapidly  declining, 
and  its  shipping  interest  so  particularly  depressed, 
that  they  feel  themselves  constrained  to  declare 
their  firm  conviction  that  both  must  dwindle  into 
comparative  insignificance,  unless  the  measures  of 
foreign  Governments  operating  to  deprive  thia 
country  of  an  equitable  participation  in  the  bene- 
fits of  its  commercial  intercourse  with  them,  shall 
be  promptly  met  and  counteracted. 

Under  a  deep  impre^sion  that  the  prosperity  of 
the  nation  is  intimately  connected  with  the  proa- 
perity  of  its  commerce,  and  that  the  rising  hopes 
of  its  future  naval  power  are  essentially  dependent 
on  the  maintenance  of  its  navigation,  your  me- 
moriali.sts  have  thought  it  a  duty  they  owe  the 
community  to  submit  these  considerations  to  the 
wisdom  of  Congress,  humbly  praying  that  they 
will  afford  such  relief  in  the  premises  as  the  nature 
of  the  case  may  require. 

WM.  BAYARD,  PresH. 

John  Pintard,  Secretary. 


COUNTERVAIUNG  MEASURES  AGAINST 
THE  DISCRIMINATING  DUTIES  IMPOSED 
BY  FRANCE  ON  AMERICAN  PRODUCTS. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  January  i,  1820.J 

To  the  konorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepresenttP' 
titta  of  the  Vniled  Hiatet.  in  CongrcM  auembled  : 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  captains  of 
American  vessels  lying  in  the  port  of  New  Orleanii 
respectfully   showeth :    That   your   memorialists, 

representing  also  the  officers  and  seamen  of 

hundred vessels  lying  in  this  port  of  New  Or- 
leans, (which  they  are  in  the  habit  of  frequenting,) 
have  experienced  for  the  last  two  years  an  alarm- 
ing decrea.se  in  the  American  shipping  business 
previously  employed  in  the  trade  hence  to  French 
ports. 

That  the  meane  of  procuring  a  comfortable  lirer 
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lihood  from  the  profession  exercised  by  your  me- 
morialists, being  identified  with  the  general  pros- 
perity of  the  shipping  interest  of  the  Union,  im- 
boldens  them  to  set  forth  in  this  memorial  the  loss 
it  is  suffering  from  the  fatal  influence  of  the  dis- 
criminating duties  established  in  France  to  favor 
its  own  vessels  in  the  exclusive  importation  there 
of  the  great  staples  of  the  United  States,  the  pro- 
gressive evils  of  which  influence  your  memorial- 
ists have  painfully  witnessed  for  the  last  two  years 
in  silence,  from  theexp)ectation  they  (and  no  doubt 
their  shipowners aUo) entertained  that  a  commer- 
cial treaty  was  n^otiating,  which,  at  least,  would 
have  established  the  intercourse  between  France 
and  the  United  States  on  the  same  footing  on 
which  it  exists  as  regards  England  and  other  coun- 
tries that  have  adopted  the  liberal  system  to  which 
Congress  has  invited  all  nations. 

Your  memorialists  propose  to  prove,  by  incon- 
testable facts — 

That  the  difl*erence  of  dutv  in  France  paid  by 
American  and  French  vessels  on  the  articles  of 
cotton  and  tobacco,  is  more  than  the  whole  freight 
now  paid  on  the  same  hence  to  Liverpool,  or  that 
can  be  obtained  for  an  American  ves.sel  in  France. 

That  the  discriminating  duties  and  tonnage  that 
would  accrue  to  American  vessels  in  France,  com- 
pared with  the  same  that  would  apply  on  French 
vessels  in  the  United  States,  with  reference  to  the 
trade  of  this  place,  would  be  more  than  ten  to  one. 

That,  notwithsunding  the  ten  per  cent  addi- 
tional duty  paid  bv  foreign  vessels,  it  is  only  on  a 
few  articles  of  value,  and  not  of  bulk;  that  it  is 
sufficient  to  give  a  preference  to  American  vessels 
to  obtain  the  freight  of  the  imports  frona  France; 
the  aggregate  importations  thence  to  this  port  by 
French  vessels,  exceeding  rery  much  in  quantity 
that  by  Amercan  vessels. 

That  the  carrying  trade  to  France,  which  three 
years  ago  was  altogether  in  American  vessels,  last 
year  was  nearly  equally  divided  between  them  and 
French  vessels;  and  that,  since  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1819,  it  has  been  carried  on  in  French 
vessels  nearly  in  the  proportion  of  four  to  one. 

To  establish  the  truth  of  these  facts,  your  me- 
morialists beg  reference  to  the  annexed  tables, 
extracted  from  the  custom-house  books  of  this  dis- 
trict, and  certified  by  the  collector;  from  which  it 
appears  that  the  vessels  cleared  out  hence  for 

French  ports  were,  in  1818, 

Toot.  94ths. 

t    39  American,  aggregate  tonnage      9,134  53 
*i  36  French,  aggregate  tonnage  7,553  63 

•    75  vessels,  total  aggregate  tonnage  16,688  22 

The  vessels  cleared  out  and  about  loading  for 
the  same  ports,  since  1st  January  to  17th  March, 
(about  two  and  a  half  months,)  in  1819: 

ToDf.  94ths.  Tons.  94tbs. 

'33  French.    21  cleared,  ag- 
'     gregate  tonnage      -        -  4,945  74 
12  in  port  and  Loading, 
aggregate  tonnage    -  2,839  57 

7,7o9  Si 


9  American.  7  cleared,  ag- 
gr^ate  tonnage    -       -  1,750  84 
2  loading,  aggregate 
tonnage  -        -        -     655  00 


42  total  vessels  until  the  17th 
of  March,  1819,  tonnage 


2,405  8i 


10,191  S7 


im  u  i  iiv  r/  vo^  •' 


■7rn«  ^W^w    tvmttj 


These  results  demonstrate  what  your  memorfc> 
alists  have  advanced  as  to  the  rapidly  progressive 
transfer  of  the  carrying  trade  in  ({ueFtion  from 
American  to  French  vessels;  which,  indeed,  has 
not  become  absolute  for  the  whole,  from  the  cir- 
cumstance that  until  now  there  have  not  been  a 
sufficient  number  of  French  vessels  to  embrace  it, 
and  that  a  few  of  our  ship-owners  have  made 
forced  operations  in  order  to  employ  their  vessels. 

By  comparing  the  dates  of  clearances  of  the 
French  vessels,  it  will  appear  that  last  year,  until 
all  the  French  vessels  left  this  port,  lew  or  no 
American  vessels  were  loaded  for  France;  and 

{>robably  the  latter  part  of  this  year  there  will  be^ 
or  the  same  reason  of  a  want  of  French  vessels, 
I  many  Americans  employed  in  the  same  way.  But 
it  cannot  be  doubted,  with  the  advantages  the 
former  possess,  that  a  short  period  will  only  be 
necessary  for  them  to  multiply  and  entirely  destroy 
the  feeble  efforts  of  competition  that  may  be  main- 
tamed  by  a  few  ship-owners  that  load  their  own 
vessels,  who  must,  however,  if  they  persevere, 
eventually  terminate  it  by  ruinous  sacrifices. 

To  avoid  useless  details  and  amplifications,  your 
memorialists  have  confined  themselves  to  thecoor 
sideration  of  the  articles  of  cotton  and  tobacco, 
(although  potashes  and  others  might  be  added,) 
tu  establish  the  difiierence  paid  in  France  by  Ame- 
rican and  French  vessels. 

The  duty  in  France  on  cotton  is — 
On  an  American  vessel,  38/.  50c. 

per  200 lbs., (French  pounds,) 

or 3.61  cents  per  Ibu 

On  a  French  vessel,  22/.  00c. 

per  200  lb8.,(French  pounds,)  Ih 

or        -----  2.06  cents  per  lb. 

Difference  of  duty  on  cotton,  in 
favor  of  French  vessels,  per 
pound  -----   1.55 

The  duty  on  tobacco  is — 

In  an  American  vessel,  11/.  00c.  per  200  pounds^ 
(French.) 

Add  10  per  cent.  lA   10c.  for  that  paidoB 

the  tare,  which  is  not  deducted  by  the  custom- 
house in  France,  makes  12/1   lOe.  or  eqnal  to 
1.125  cent,  per  pound. 
Tobacco  in  a  French  vessel  is  free. 
Difference  of  duty  on  tobacco  in  favor  of  French 

vessels,  per  pound,  1.125  cent. 

it  is  to  be  remarked  that  the  tonnage  doty  paid 

by  American  vessels  in  Brance  is  4/.  50c.  per  ton. 

or  85  cents ;  and  the  brokerage  for  entering  and 

clearing  at  the  custom-house  is  established  at  1/1 

per  ton,  or  18J  cents;  together,  per  ton,  $l,08j. 
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which  is  more  than  the  (brpif  n  toDDag]e  paM  id 
the  United  States,  at  50  cents,  and  foreign  light- 
money.  60  cents;  together, $1  per  ton. 

Without  taking  notice,  therefore,  in  lb«  follow- 
mff  calculations,  of  the  tonnage  or  lighl-monev 
paid  in  the  respective  port.s,  vour  memorialists  will 
proceed  to  state  that  the  freight  now  and  nso- 
aky  current  from  this  port  to  Liverpool  is  one 
penny  per  pound  on  cotton,  equal  to  1.85  cent  per 
jpaoBid. 

To  be  deducted,  charges  atteading  shipoient  at 
New  Orleans : 

75    C45ats  per  bale  for  re-pressing  the  cotton. 

12^  cents  drayage  to  the  press. 

88   cents  rdQiog  and  slowing  oa  board. 

$1  15|  altogether,  per  baie  of  350  pounda,  equal 
==  to  0.31  cent  per  pound ;  net  freight  1.54 
cent  per  pound,  (exclusive  of  stone  bal- 
last) 

The  freight  on  tobacco  for  the  came  place  is  a 
half-penny  per  pound,  equal  to  0.93  cent. 

To  be  deduct,  roiling  and  stowing  on  board, 
St  75  cents  per  hogshead  of  1,200  pounds,  net  per 
pound  0.6  cent ;  net  freight  per  pound  0.86  cent. 

Appiying  these  data  to  shipment  by  an  Ameri- 
ean  vessel  of — 

80  tons  cotton,  or  179,200  pounds,  the  freight,  at 
1.54  cent  would  be     -        -        -  (2,750  68 
^^180  Ions  tobacco,  or  291,200  pounds, 
1  -      the  freight,  at  0.86  cent,  would  be     2,504  32 


210  tons  total  freight  would  be 

Th*  difiereoce  of  doty  on  179,200 
Bounds  cotton,  at  1.55  cent,  would 
be  -        -        .        -  $2,777  69 

The  difference  of  duty  on 
291,200  pounds  tobaoeo, 
at  1.25  cent  would  be    -     3,276  00 


5^64  00 


Total  difference  of  duty      -        -        - 

Making  the  difference  of  duty  more 
<itha&  freight  by        -        -        -        - 


6,053  69 


5789  69 


And  supposing  it  would  require  a  vessel  of  300 
roister  tons  burden  to  carry  the  210  tons  weight 
01  cotton  and  tobacco,  it  would  make  the  saving 
of  duty  of  $6,053  69  to  a  French  vessel,  amount- 
ing to  more  than  twenty  dollars  per  ton. 
r^t  now  remains  to  be  considered  how  far  the 
ten  per  cent,  additional  duty  on  goods  imported 
into  the  United  States  by  foreign  ves.sels,  goes  tu 
cooalervail  the  difference  shown  to  be  paid  in 
France  by  American  vcaiaels.  It  may  be  premised, 
indeed,  as  there  is  no  proportion  between  the  bulk 
and  value  of  our  exportji  to  the  im^rts  from 
Fraooe,  that  the  French  merchants,  it  they  em- 
ployed our  vessels  exclusively  to  bring  their  pro- 
duce to  the  United  Suites,  which  they  can  do  at 
a  moftt  trifling  freight  would  not  certainly  pay  one- 
anth  part  of  the  freishc  money  that  would  accrue 
to  their  vessels,  if  tney  axe  allowed  to  secure  to 
fcuisaives  the  carrying  trade  of  cotton  and  Lol^cco 
ih)m  the  United  Slates  to  France. 


Therefore,  that  it  is  ineffectual  to  seek  a  remedy 
to  the  discriminating  duties  on  our  produce  in 
France  by  increasing  those  paid  here  by  French 
vessels  bringing  the  produce  of  that  country,  and 
that  nothing  can  be  sufficient  but  a  positive  ton* 
nage  duty,  graduated  according  to  the  amount  of 
the  discriminating  duties  that  may  exist  in  Franot 
on  our  principal  staples;  it  being  a! nK>st  certain 
that  the  difference  of  doty  on  these  articles  sent  to 
France  from  hence  this  year  will  amount  to  mort 
than  all  the  duties  collected  by  this  costom-houat 
on  imports  from  France,  both  by  American  and 
French  vessels. 

By  the  accompanying  table,  it  will  be  seen  that 
there  entered  from  French  ports  from  the  1st  d( 
September,  1817,  to  the  end  of  1818— 

36  American  vessels. 

57  French  vessels. 

93  total  vessels.  ' 

Aggregate  tonnage,  American  vessels      -     7^1 

Do.  French  vessels  -        -   12,080 

^  '  '  19,690 

Amount  of  duties,  American  vessels  $290,834  65 

Do.  French  vessels    -    263,664  67 


Total  ...  -  $554,499  38 
being  at  the  rate  of  $443,600  per  annum. 

But  the  importations  during  these  hfteen  months 
were  excessive,  and  prices,  in  consequence  thereof, 
are  less  in  this  place  than  first  cost. 

A  large  estimate  for  average  duties  of  importa- 
tions of  succeeding  years  may  be  taken  at  400/)  0 
dollars. 

It  has  been  shown  already  that,  (n  little  more  tliai 
two  and  a  half  months  ot  this  year,10,191  27-<4 
tons  shipping  are  employed  in  the  exports  heiiee 
to  France  ;  and,  supposing  what  will  be  employed 
for  the  remaining  nine  months  as  much  more, 
together  will  make  for  the  whole  year  20,382  tons. 
The  difference  of  duties,  at  $20,  will  amount  to 
$407,640.  This  extract  of  duties  paid  further 
shows  that  tifty-€even  French  vessels,  all  with 
cargoes  of  the  aggregate  burden  of  12,089  tons, 
paid  only  for  duties  $263,664  66,  the  tenth  part 
of  which  paid  as  foreign  duty  $23,969  51,  being 
less  than  $2  per  ton. 

These  results,  recapitulated,  woald  establiak 
that  the  discriminating  duties  in  France  on  Ame- 
rican vessels  are  $20  per  ton,  while  those  on  the 
trade  thence  in  French  vessels  are  $2  per  ton  only  ; 
and  that  this  year,  in  the  trade  from  this  to  French 
ports,  the  quantity  of  shipping  to  be  employed 
would  amount  to  more  than  20,000  tons,  the  dis- 
cnminating  duties  on  which  in  France,  estimated 
at  $20  per  ton,  would,  as  was  before  advanced, 
more  tluin  equal  the  total  amount  of  duties  on 
goods  imported  from  the  same,  both  in  American 
and  French  vessels,  estimated  at  $400,000. 

But  these  comparative  estimates  will  not  prove 
exact  during  the  present  and  succeeding  years ; 
for,  while  the  inordinate  importations  of  French 
goods  last  year,  as  was  observed  before,  reduced 
they  will  not  be  continued  hereafter  in  the  same 
their  value  here  below  prime  cost,  it  showed  that 
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quantity;  but  the  reverse  must  take  place  with 
respect  to  the  exporto  of  coUon  and  tobacco,  which 
wiU    increase  with  the  extended   production   of 
them,  and  yearly  cause  a  greater  disparity  between 
the  exporting  and  importing  trade  to  France. 
^  If  the  circumstance  is  reverted  to,  that  the  pro- 
portion of  American  vessels  loaded  this  year,  and 
now  loading  for  France,  is  only  as  one  to  four  to 
the  number  of  French,  it  may  be  ofiered  as  a  con- 
elusive   proof,  considering  the  inactivity  of  our 
shipping,  that  it  has  to  contend  with  great  di«d- 
vanuges;  for,  on   fair  grounds  of  competition, 
your  memorialists  are  bold  to  assert  that  neither 
the  vessels  of  France  nor  of  any  other  country 
could  obtain  a  triumph  over  those  navigated  by 
American  seamen  ;  neither  can  it  be  an  argument 
against  them,  that  French  vessels,  notwithstand- 
ing the  foreign  duly,  have  had  the  largest  shareof 
the  import  trade  of  goods  from  France,  (at  least 
as  regards  bulk ;)  because  the  disproportion  shown 
to  exist  between  the  tonnage  used  in  the  exports 
and  imports  from  this  port  causes  the  incipient 
voyage  from  France  to  have  no  other  object  than 
to  seek  a  return  freight  for  the  vessels  ;  and,  there- 
fore, whenever  it  happens  (as  is  mostly  the  case) 
that  the  difference  ot  duty  is  not  equivalent  to  the 
freight,  there  is  no  motive  to  employ  an  American 

vessel. 

•'  But  the  owners  of  French  vessels,  not  to  send 
them  empty,  keep  the  market  ia  this  place  glutted 
with  all  kinds  of  French  things,  even  sausages, 
sweetmeats,  butler,  cheese,  shoes,  hats,  millinery, 
bricks,  tiles,  hollow  cast  iron  ware,  stone  ju^s,  hot- 
ties,  and  many  other  articles  that  are  objects  of 
domestic  trade  or  produce  in  our  own  country,  as 
good  and  cheap  as  they  can  be  brought  from  any 
place  else.  And  to  give  a  better  idea  of  the  nature 
of  this  trade,  and  to  call  the  attention  of  your  hon- 
orable body  to  the  propriety  of  laying  specific  du- 
ties on  some  of  them,  a  copy  of  the  manifest  of 
entry  of  a  French  ship  also  accompanies  this  me- 
morial. 

And  your  memorialists  further  beg  leave  to  ob- 
aerve  that  the  whole  extent  of  the  loss  of  the  car- 
rying trade  of  the  articles  of  export  fr<wn  this  place 
to  France  will  not  be  correctly  appreciated  by  that 
part  only  that  heretofore  has  gone  direct  hence  to 
France,  foTr  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  Loui- 
tiana  cotton  and  Kentucky  tobacco  shipped  hence 
to  the  Eastern  ports  found  its  way  by  that  circu- 
itous channel  to  France;  afibrding  double  em- 
ployment to  our  vessels  in  the  voyage  coastwise, 
and  then  in  the  subsequent  voyage  across  the 
Atlantic. 

The  loss  of  both  these  sources  of  employment 
to  our  ships  roust,  in  time,  be  superadded  to  that 
which  your  memorialists  have  shown  to  have  ex- 
isted in  preceding  years  direct  from  this  {^ce. 
How  long  the  trade,  or  how  much  of  it,  would 
continue  in  this  circuitous  channel,  your  memo- 
rialists are  not  prepared  to  say  positively,  provided 
our  vessels  were  put  upon  an  equality  with  French 
vessel*  in  France  ;  but  they  believe,  from  the  ac- 
tive coasting  trade  now  arising  in  lumber,  bricks, 
building  stones,  lime,  hay,  oats,  candles,  soap, cider, 
salted  teh.  New  England  rum,  potatoes,  furniture, 


carriages,  saddlery,  shoes,  cut  nails,  and  other  do- 
mestic manufactures,  that  return  freight  will  be  ao 
low  that,  aided  by  particular  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  seasons  of  business  and  navigation  of  thcT 
river,  a  great  portion  of  it  that  now  exists,  at  leaa^ 
will  be  continued. 

Besides  the  direct  trade  to  France,  it  will  kr 
seen,  by  the  accompanying  tables  of  entries  aod 
clearances  of  French  vessels  at  this  port,  that  ft 
permanent  trade  is  establishing  to  their  colonies  i» 
the  West  Indies  that  is  not  open,  except  partial- 
ly, to  the  vessels  of  the  United  States.  Tluit, 
whilst  the  avenues  of  French  commerce  are  strait- 
ened to  our  flag  within  the  direct  line  from  our 
ports  to  France,  and  an  intolerable  aiMl  odious 
duty  is  levied  for  the  rights  of  passage  to  that,  a 
vast  and  varied  career  is  opened  to  that  of  France, 
secured  from  competition  on  our  part,  where  it 
might  exist  by  discriminating  duties,  and  finding 
in  the  English  and  other  European  colonies  exclu- 
sively all  the  ramifications  of  profitable  trade  that 
can  arise  from  carying  our  produce. 

An  act  of  Parliament  exists,  particularly  per- 
mitting the  importation  to  the  British  colonies  of 
all  articles  of  provisions,  besides  salted  meat,  from 
all  places  in  America,  except  from  the  ports  of  the 
United  States. 

Your  memorialists  have  only  taken  a  partial 
view  of  the  evils  growing  out  of^the  cause  of  com- 
plaint they  now  submit  to  your  honorable  body. 
They  have  only  shown  how  much  the  trade  fro» 
this  place  is  liable  to  be  affected  by  it,  and  leave 
to  those  better  acquainted  to  say  what  proportion 
the  20,000  tons  of  shipping  employed  from  New 
Orleans  to  French  ports  l^rs  to  the  whole  trade 
from  the  United  States  to  France. 

The  magnitude  of  this  aggregate,  when  duly 
a.scertained,  must  no  doubt  excite  the  attention  of 
every  branch  of  the  General  Government,  and 
suggest  some  expedient  to  counteract  the  inordi- 
nate selfishness  that  influenced  that  of  France 
when  it  first  devised  a  system  that  can  oaly  exist 
by  being  tolerated  in  the  United  States,  to  the  in- 
conceivable derelictionof  the  maintenance  of  tke 
most  important  national  interest. 

A  tonnage  duty,  if  made  dependent  on  the  na- 
ture of  the  cargo  exported  from  the  United  States, 
would  strike  directly  at  the  object  of  this  memo- 
rial :  a  calculation  would  show  probably  that  $15 
per  register  ton  on  vessels  carrying  cotton,  and 
$25  per  register  ton  on  those  carrying  tobacco, 
would  about  countervail  the  present  duties  laid  in 
France  on  the  same  articles  imported  in  Amen- 

can  vessek.  ,     ,         .  ^ 

Your  memorialists  will  further  observe  tb^ 
throwing  the  carrying  trade  from  this  place  to 
France  out  of  the  hands  of  the  American  ahip- 
owners  namraliy  influences  the  trade  in  the  same 
articles  from  American  merchants  into  die  saaae 
channel;  the  number  of  French  vessels,  being  con- 
tinually augmented,  bring  necessarily  their  owners 
in  some  degree  to  partake  of  it ;  every  one  tries  to 
push  off  some  articles  of  goods  to  gain  a  freight  for 
his  ship,  and  to  pay  for  cotton  and  tobacco,  mstead 
of  furnishing  money  advances ;  French  coaimis- 
sion  houses  to  transact  this  business  are  daily  nwl- 
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tilled,  and  adrentorers  with  their  "  pacotilies" 
are  daily  crowding  the  port. 

This  excessive  excitement  to  the  consumption 
of  the  articles  of  luxury  and  fashion  from  France, 
as  well  as  the  encouragement  offered  to  transient 
traders,  your  memorialists  conceive  cannot  be  ben- 
eficial to  the  country;  thev  feel  too  much  that 
French  fashion  and  French  feelings  are  thereby 
likely  to  be  perpetuated  in  this  newly  adopted 
sister  State ;  and  that  whilst  Americans  are  denied 
the  rights  they  ought  to  possess  in  France^  they 
will  continue  to  be  considered  as  foreigners  in  this 
part  of  their  own  country. 

And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray. 

^         Robert'  Hart,  J.  Morgan, 

*  •         Lewis  Barnes,  Atkins  Adams, 

Theodore  F.  Jewett,  Nathaniel  Fowler, 

John  S.  Davis,  William  Rider, 

James  Kennard,  Robt.  Davis, 

James  Tibbits,  Geo.  G.  Jones, 

Edward  Richardson,  Ezekiel  Purinton, 

Robert  Rogers,  Isaac  Dickinson, 

Harry  Parsons,  Jeremiah  Burrows, 

Thos.  Caldwell,  John  Lake, 

Ewd.  Hays,  Christoph'r  Howard, 

Nathan  Walden,  WUliam  Wilson. 


8ICK    AND    DI8.ABLED    SEAMEN    IN    THE 
PORT  OF  NEW  YORK. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  Januarj  13,  1820-3 

To  the  honorable  the  ptmgrets  of  the  United  States  of 

America: 

The  memorial  of  the  Governors  of  the  New 
York  Hospital  respectfully  showeth:  That  your 
memorialists,  as  trustees  of  an  institution  erected 
and  endowed  for  the  relief  only  of  those  indigent 
and  sick  for  whom  no  particular  charity  is  provi- 
ded, have,  from  sentiments  of  humanity,  and  with 
a  confident  reliance  on  the  justice  of  Congress, 
ventured  to  appropriate  a  portion  of  their  funds  to 
the  succoring  and  healing  of  sick  and  disabled 
seamen,  for  whom  they  conceived  provision  had 
been,  or  was  intended  to  be,  made. 

It  would  appear  that,  by  the  act  of  the  16th 
July,  1798,  which  imposes  a  tax  of  twenty  cents 
a  month  on  seamen's  wages,  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  engaged  and  contracted  to  pro- 
tect and  maintain  these  hardy  citizens,  whenever 
sickness  or  other  disability  should  render  them  de- 
)endent;  and  also  that,  from  the  circumstance  of 
ai^  sums  having  been  expended  in  the  erection  of 
hospitals,  it  is  manifest  the  provision  must  have 
)ecn  adequate  to  its  primary  object,  as  the  law  ap- 
propriates only  the  surplus  to  such  buildings.   Your 
memorialists,  therefore,  can   perceive  no  reason 
why,  in  the  application  of  this  fund,  the  collector 
should  undertake  either  to  limit  the  number  to  be 
benefited,  or  to  proscribe  any  particular  class  of 
patients. 

Soon  after  the  passing  the  aforementioned  act, 
»n  agreement  was  made  to  receive  into  the  New 


York  hospital,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  a  week 
for  board,  medical  attendance,  and  every  ochcr 
necessary  except  clothing,  all  such  sick  and  disa- 
bled seamen  as  were  contemplated  to  be  relieved. 
In  a  settlement  of  this  account,  in  November, 
1804,  with  the  collector,  your  memorialists  were 
surprised  to  learn  that  he  undertook,  and  did  abso- 
lutely refuse,  and  has  contiuued  to  refuse^  to  pay^ 
for  more  than  seventy-five  seamen  at  any  one 
time,  and  has  since  reduced  the  number  to  sixtj- 
I  five,  though  considerably  more  than  that  number 
are  generally  in  the  hospital.    He  has  also  exclu- 
ded seamen  employed  in  the  coasting  trade,  and 
such  as  have  only  performed  the  voyage,  and  has 
even  undertaken  to  construe  the  law  as  not  apply- 
ing to  cases  of  disability  resulting  from  venereal 
infection,  and  to  exclude  from  its  t^nefiut  this  class 
of  patients— a  distinction  this,  as  your  memorial- 
ists conceive,  that  is  arbitrary  and  very  oppressive, 
especially  as  it  respects  sealaring  men:  lor  those 
people,  in  most  cases,  expend  all  their  wages  in 
paying  of  men,  pretenders  to  the  healing  art,  be- 
fore they  come  to  the  hospital;  and  having  then 
no  further  credit  at  boarding-houses,  and  being 
incapable  of  serving  at  sea,  they  must  absolutely 
perish  by  that  inveterate  disease  unless  they  are 
received  into  the  hospital.     It  consists  with  our 
observation  that  more  than  half  the  seafaring  men 
who  have  lately  applied  to  the  hospital  for  relief 
were  men  who  labored  under  that  disease. 

Your  memorialists,  in  full  faith  that  the  legiti- 
mate and  professed  guardians  of  sailors  would  re- 
munerate the  expense,  and  being  convinced  that 
Congress  intended  to  provide  for  ail  sick  and  dis- 
abled seamen,  have,  notwithstanding,  adminis- 
tered relief  unto  all  those  unfortunate  objects  dis- 
carded  by  the  collector;  and,  feeling  repugnant  to 
eject  from  the  doors  of  their  hospital  to  suffer,  and 
perhaps  to  perish,  men  who  have  contributed  so 
essentially  to  the  prosperity  and  honor  of  our 
country,  have  humanely  restored  most  of  them  to 
health,  and  secured  their  usefulness  to  society. 

The  funds  of  your  memorialists  are  now,  how- 
ever, so  burdened  by  the  numerous  charities  they 
are  compelled  to  administer,  and  especially  in 
consequence  of  the  large  and  increasing  number 
of  supernumerary  seamen  beyond  what  is  paid  for, 
that  they  feel  themselves  constrained  to  observe 
that,  unless  some  provision  is  made  to  discharge 
the  existing  debt,  as  also  to  indemnify  them  in 
future,  they  may  be  reluctantly  compelled  to  with- 
draw their  charity  from  this  class  of  patients. 

If  it  is  correct  that  ail,  or  nearly  all,  the  hos- 
pital money  received  at  this  port  has  been  ex- 
pended here,  your  memorialists  would  then  most 
respectfully  ask  whether  it  is  consistent  with  just- 
ice or  humanity  that  such  numbers  of  distressed 
seamen,  who  have  all  contributed  equally  to  this 
fund,  should  be  abandoned  to  want  and  misery? 
Your  memorialists  presume  otherwise,  and  assur- 
edly believe  that  the  same  motives  which  produced 
the  law  of  1798,  in  regard  to  thu»  subject,  will 
equally  characterize  the  present  Congress,  and 
confidently  hope  that,  if  it  should  appear  the  sum 
received  here  is  inadequate  to  support  the  sick  and 
disabled  seamen  constantly  found  here,  such  fur- 
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tker  provision  will  be  made  as  may  be  requisite  to 
realize  the  humane  views  of  Government. 

If  the  demand  of  your  memorialists  for  main- 
taining and  relieving  these  improvident  sufferers 
is  inquired  into,  it  will  appear  that  the  compensa- 
tion solicited  is  not  only  less  in  every  instance,  but 
in  some  not  half  of  what  has  been  charg^  in 
other  ports.  And  if  the  fund  originally  created  is 
inadequate  to  this  object,  generally,  your  memo- 
rialists then  beg  leave  respectfully  to  suggest  the 
Dolicy  of  an  addition  of  ten  cents  a  month  to  the 
hospital  tax,  as  both  reasonable  and  necessary. 
And  your  memorialists  would  further  respectfully 
solicit  that  the  proper  officer  may  be  directed  to 
audit  the  accounts  for  the  past,  and  pay  them  such 
sum  as  may  appear  to  be  due. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

M.  CLARKSON,  Pruident. 

John  Bdrki^t,  Secretary. 


APPLICATION  TO  ABOLISH  PRIVATEERING 
IN  TIME  OP  WAR. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  January  11,  1820.] 
To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  RepretentO' 
tive»  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  .- 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  respectfully  represents:  That,  while 
they  have  rejoiced  in  the  privileges  of  a  free  peo- 
ple, they  have  been  deeply  affected  with  the  mul- 
tiplied instances  of  criminal  prosecutions,  impris- 
onment, capital  convictions,  and  public  executions, 
which  have  recently  occurred  in  several  States. 
Your  memorialists  are  far  from  imputing  to  defects 
in  the  Government  of  their  country  all  the  crimes 
of  their  fellow-citizens,  and  as  far  from  a  disposi- 
tion to  attribute  the  defects  of  Government  to  iMise 
and  criminal  intentions  on  the  part  of  legislators 
or  magistrates.  They  believe  that  the  best  in- 
formed men  are  but  partially  enlightened,  and  that 
men  of  the  best  hearts  are  necessarily  liable  to  the 
influence  of  hereditary  opinions,  prejudices,  and 
customs.  But  while  crimes  of  the  deepest  die 
abound  in  the  land,  while  our  courts  of  justice  and 
our  prisons  are  thronged  with  malefactors,  your 
memorialists  conceive  it  to  be  a  duty  of  all  well 
informed  men  to  search  out  the  causes  of  these 
evils,  and,  when  discovered,  to  represent  them  for 
tlie  consideration  of  their  legislators.  They  also 
regard  it  as  the  duty  of  legislators  to  seek  the  vir- 
tue and  welfare  of  their  fellow-citizens,  and  to  do 
all  in  their  power  to  prevent  crimes;  not  merely 
by  providing  for  the  punishment  of  criminals,  but 
by  the  abolition  of  those  customs  or  practices  by 
which  men  are  naturally  led  into  the  paths  of  vice 
and  ruin.  Among  the  many  atrocious  oflences  of 
the  present  day,  highway  robbery,  piracy,  and 
murder,  frequently  occur.  The  melancholy  scenes 
of  public  executions  which  have  been  witnessed 
in  several  of  the  United  States,  have  justly  excited 
reflection  and  inquiry ;  and,  in  searching  for  the 
causes  of  those  crimes  for  which  so  many  fellow 
beings  have  been  sentenced  to  the  gallows,  your 


memorialists  have  been  impressed  with  a  belief 
that  much  may  justly  be  imputed  to  the  practice 
of  privateering:  in  time  of  war.*  They  are  aware 
that  this  practice  has  long  been  sanctioned  by  all 
the  maritime  Powers  of  Christendom,  but  they  can- 
not, on  that  account,  regard  it  as  the  less  to  be 
deplored  or  the  less  to  be  abhorred.  It  is  injheir 
view  of  the  same  character  with  the  practice  of 
the  States  of  Barbary,  for  which  the  people  d 
those  regions  are  reproached  as  piratical  barbarians. 

In  the  course  of  the  late  war  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  many  thousands  of 
people  were  licen.sed  by  the  two  Governments  to 
commit  just  such  acts  of  injustice,  depredation, 
and  violence,  as  those  for  which  pirates  are  hang- 
ed in  time  oi  peace.  They  were  commissioned  to 
capture,  rob,  or  destroy,  the  property  of  innocent 
merchants,  and,  in  case  of  resistance,  to  maim  or 
murder  innocent  seamen  while  pursuing  their  law- 
ful occupations.  In  this  way  hundreds  of  mer- 
chants in  the  two  countries  were  unjustly  despoiled 
of  their  property,  many  of  them  ruined,  and  their 
families  reduced  to  poverty,  wretchedness,  and 
despair.  The  number  of  seamen  who  lo»t  their 
lives  in  consequence  of  these  licensed  depredations 
was  doubtless  very  considerable. 

It  is  impossible  for  your  memorialists  to  conceive 
how  such  deeds  of  rapine  and  violence  can  be  rec- 
onciled to  the  principles  of  justice  or  humanity, 
when  done  by  privateersmen,  any  more  than  when 
done  by  unauthorized  pirates.  The  injustice  and 
injury  to  the  innocent  sufferers  are  the  same  in 
both  cases,  and  in  both  the  motives  and  disposi- 
tions of  the  perpetrators  may  be  the  same. 

As  in  the  business  of  privateering  all  the  odious 
passions  of  human  nature  are  licensed — a^  the 
youth  of  our  country  become  associated  with  des- 
perate and  unprincipled  men  let  loose  from  every 
moral  restraint — what  better  can  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected than  that  many  of  them  will,  after  the  close 
of  the  war,  follow  the  trade  to  which  they  bad 
been  educated?  When  thousands  of  our  citizens 
have  served  an  apprenticeship  in  such  an  employ- 
ment, can  it  be  wonderful  if  hundreds  of  them  be- 
come pirates  or  highway  robbers?  And  if  they 
become  hardened  in  iniquity,  inured  to  crime,  and 
ruined  by  the  education  which  they  thus  receive, 
at  whose  hands  will  their  blood  be  required?  This 
is  a  question  which,  in  the  opinion  oi  your  memo- 
rialists, deserves  the  serious  consideration  of  every 
legislator,  every  magistrate,  and  every  citizen  of 
the  United  States.  However  necessary  it  may  be. 
in  the  present  state  of  society,  to  inflict  capital 
punishments  on  piratical  offenders,  still  philan- 
thropy must  weep  and  humanity  recoil  at  the 
thought  of  taking  the  lives  of  men  for  crimes  to 
whicn  they  have  been  trained  up  by  the  Grovern- 
ment,  and  by  the  authorized  customs  of  their 
country. 

In  this  age  of  improvement  it  will  generally  be 

*  If  we  may  credit  the  narrativea  of  the  four  pirates 
who  were  executed  in  Boston,  February  18,  1819, 
they  had  all  been  concerned  io  privateering,  or  Stala 
piracy ;  not  all,  however,  by  licenae  from  our  Govern- 
ment. 
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admitted  in  theory,  tbatrulen  sboald  ev«r  exercise 
a  tender  aod  parental  care  towards  their  subjects, 
do  all  in  their  power  to  cause  them  to  be  educated 
in  the  paths  of  benevolence  and  virtue,  and  to  pre- 
serve them  from  the  snares  of  vice,  and  the  influ- 
ence of  contaminating  customs.  Punishments  are 
not  the  only  nor  the  most  effectual  means  of  pre- 
Tenting  crimes  or  saving  men  from  vice.  A  vir- 
taous  education  is  infinitely  preferable  to  sanguin- 
ary laws,  as  a  means  of  preserving  men  from  those 
crimes  which  are  usually  punished  with  death ; 
and  no  laws,  however  severe,  can  reasonably  be 
expected  to  prevent  crimes,  while  such  schools  of 
depravity  and  licentiousness  as  those  of  privateer- 
mg  are  sanctioned  by  public  authority,  it  is,  there- 
fore, believed  by  your  memorialists,  that  the  prin- 
ciples of  justice,  humanity,  religion,  and  sound 
policy,  all  unite  in  demanding  the  abolition  of  such 
seminaries  of  crime. 

It  is  a  gratifying  fact  that,  in  the  infancy  of  the 
American  Government,  an  attempt  was  made  by 
our  rulers  to  effect  by  treaties  the  very  object  of 
the  present  memorial.  As  early  as  1785,  the  cele- 
brated philosopher.  Dr.  Pranklio,  in  a  letter  to  a 
friend,*  observed,  that  "the  United  States,  thousb 
better  situated  than  any  other  nation  to  profit  by 
privateering,  are,  as  far  as  in  them  lies,  endeavor- 
mg  to  abolii^  the  practice,  by  offering,  in  all  their 
treaties  with  other  Powers,  an  article,  en^giog 
soJemnly  that,  in  case  oi  a  future  war,  no  privateer 
shall  be  commissioned  on  either  side,  and  that  uo- 
armed  merchant  ships  on  both  sides  shall  pursue 
tbesr  voyages  unmolested.''  This  humane  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  American  Government,  at  so 
early  a  period,  affords  encouragement  to  your  me- 
morialists that  Congress  will  listen  with  pleasure 
to  a  proposition  for  abolishing  a  practice  which  has 
justly  been  termed  "a  remnant  of  ancient  piracy," 
and  which  has  for  ages  been  a  disgrace  to  civilized 
Bations,  and  the  abhorrence  of  good  men. 

Though  the  magnanimous  proposition  formerly 
made  was  not  generally  adopted  by  other  Govern- 
ments, yet  your  memorialists  are  of  opinion  that 
the  people  of  Europe  are  more  enlightened  than 
ihey  were  thirty-five  years  ago,  and  that  there  is 
much  reason  to  believe  that  a  similar  propasition 
at  this  period  would  meet  the  approbation  of  nearly 
all  the  Powers  of  Christendom.  To  repeal  or  re- 
new a  proposition  so  philanthropic  and  humane, 
wiU  not  by  enlightened  men  be  regarded  as  be- 

*  Benjamin  Vaughan,  Etqaire.  I 


Death  the  dignity  of  any  Goverameat  on 
and,  as  the  proposition  probably  originated  ia  the 
United  States,  your  memorialists  have  a  strong  de- 
sire that  their  own  Government  should  have  the 
honor  of  reviving  it,  and  of  pursuing  the  object 
till  it  shall  have  been  completely  accomplished. 

Barbarians  and  unprincipled  politicians  migkt 
find  a  motive  for  contmuing  the  practice  m  the  cir- 
cumstance mentioned  by  Dr.  Franklin,  ttet  *^the 
United  States  are  better  situated  than  any  other  na- 
tion to  profit  by  privateering."  But  can  toe  enlight- 
ened legislators  of  this  country  deem  it  proper  to 
"  do  evil  that  good  may  come  ?"  Can  any  con- 
siderations of  profit  induce  them  to  continue  a 
practice  so  palpably  unjust  in  its  nature  and  oper- 
ations, so  ruinous  to  the  morals  of  their  fellow- 
citizens,  and  which  furnishes  such  a  multituda  of 
convicts  for  the  State  prisons  and  the  gallows? 

During  a  time  of  general  peace  it  may  naturally 
be  expected  that  the  rulers  of  Christendom  will 
more  impartially  examine  the  subject,  if  proposed 
to  them,  than  in  a  time  when  their  pas.«<ions  are 
excited  by  war.  The  present  state  of  the  world  is, 
therefore,  deemed  favorable  for  accomplishing  the 
object  of  this  memorial. 

In  regard  to  the  best  course  for  abolishing  the 
practice  in  question,  your  memorialists  would  not 
undertake  to  prescribe,  but  confide  in  the  wisdom 
of  their  Representatives  in  Congress.  They  have 
no  fear  that  any  inethod  will  be  adopted  to  effect 
the  abolition  of  privatfering,  which  can  more  en- 
danger the  best  interests  of  the  country  than  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  eustom.  They,  however,  most 
respectfully  and  fervently  pray  that  Congress  would 
devise  and  adopt  some  plan  which  shall  free  our 
nation  from  the  reproach  of  being  supporters  of  a 
practice  which  every  enlightened  mind  must  dep- 
recate and  abhor. 

The  undersigned  beg  leave  to  close  their  memo- 
rial to  the  honorable  Legislature  of  the  United 
States  in  the  words  of  Dr.  Franklin,  on  the  same 
subject:  "This  will  be  a  happy  improvement  in  the 
law  of  nations.  The  humane  and  the  just  can- 
not but  wish  success  io  the  proposition." 

Plainfield,  Mass.,  Dtc.  27,  1819. 

At  an  annual  meeting  of  the  Plainfield  Pcaae 
Society,  voted  unanimously  that  this  memorial  be 
signed  by  the  president  and  secretary,  and  pre- 
sented to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

MOSES  HALLECK,  iVwt. 
JACOB  PORTER,  Seery. 
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PASSED  AT    THE    FIRST    SESSION   OF    THE    SIXTEENTH    CONGRESS,   BEGUN    AND 
HBLD  AT   THE   CITY    OF    WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,   DECEMBER  6,   1819. 


An  Act  astborising  the  tcaasinisslon  of  certain  Doca> 
menta  ftee  of  postage. 
Bt  it  tnmctdd  liyAe  Senate  and  Hcuu  of  Rufruml- 
atints  of  iht  United  StaUs  of  America  w  Congrat 
mmtmilaiy  That  the  Members  of  Congress,  the 
Delegates  from  Territories,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate,  and  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives be.  and  (hey  are  hereby,  authorized  to 
transmit,  free  of  postage,  to  any  post  office  within 
the  United  States,  or  the  Territories  thereof,  any 
documents  which  have  been,  or  may  be,  printed 
by  order  of  either  House,  during  the  present  Con- 


JAS.  BARBOUR, 

PrcMdmU  pro  Um.  of  the  Senate, 
HENRY  CLAY, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  RepreienteUives. 
Approved,  December  14,  1819. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


An  Act  making  a  partial  appropriation  for  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  one  thou- 
tand  eight  hundred  and  twenty. 

Be  U  enactedy  ^c.  That  the  following  sums  be, 
and  are  hereby,  appropriated  to  the  objects  herein 
cpecified,  to  wit : 

For  subsistence  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
{States,  two  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  national  armories,  fifty-six  thousand 
dollars. 

For  arrearages,  on  the  settlement  of  outstanding 
claims,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  il  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
tarns  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury, 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  January  H,  1820. 


An  Act  in  addition  to  the  *'  Act  making  appropriationa 
for  the  aoppoit  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Statea 
for  the  year  one  tbouaand  eight  hundred  and  nine- 
tetD." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  the  following  sums,  in 
addition  to  those  appropriated  by  the  act  to  which 
this  is  a  supplement  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
appropriated: 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officers,  and  pay 
of  the  aeamen,  two  hundred  and  seventy-three 
Aonsand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  provisions,  forty-one  thonsand  four  hundred 
dollars. 

For  medicines,  hospital  storee,  and  expenses  on 


account  of  the  sick,  inchiding  those  of  the  marine 
cerm,  eight  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  repairs  of  vessels,  one  hundred  and  one 
thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses,  eleven  thousand  dol> 
lars. 

For  the  salaries  of  two  agei||||^and  a  surveyor, 
appointed  under  the  authority  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  first  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  seventeen,  entitled  *'An  act  making 
reservation  of  certain  public  lands  to  supply  tim- 
ber for  naval  purposes,"  and  contingent  expenses 
for  carrying  the  same  into  effect,  seven  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  sev- 
eral appropriations,  hereinbefore  made,  shall  be 
paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 

Approved,  January  14,  1820. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to 
Tpgnlate  and  fix  tbe  compensation  of  the  Clerk*  in 
the  different  Officea.'*  passed  tbe  twentieth  of  April, 
one  tbouaand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  the  authority  given  hi 
the  eighth  section  of  the  above  recited  act,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Trea«?ury,  to  employ  nine  addi- 
tional clerks  in  the  office  of  the  Third  Auditor, 
and  three  additional  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  continued,  until  the  thirty-first 
day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty,  and  no  longer;  and  that  the  sum  ne- 
cessary to  carry  into  e»K:t  the  provisions  of  this 
act  be  and  tbe  san^e  is  hereby  appropriated,  and 
shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money  m  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  January  14,  1820. 


An  Act  to  alter  the  terms  of  the  C«ttii  of  the  Weatara 
Dtalnct  ef  Virginia. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  the  sessions  of  the  Coort 
for  the  judicial  district  of  Virginia  west  of  the 
Alleghany  mountains,  instead  ol  the  times  hereto- 
fore appointed,  shall  hereaftor  be  holden  annua Uy 
as  follows :  At  Wythe  Courthouse  on  the  first 
Mondays  of  May  and  October;  at  Lewisburg,  on 
the  seoond  Mondays  of  May  and  October;  and  at 
Clarksburg,  on  the  fourth  Mondays  of  May  and 
October ;  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
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8kc.  2.  Arvi  be  U  further  enacted,  That  all  pro- 
cesses which  may  have  issued,  or  may  hereafter 
i«sue,  returnable  to  the  next  succeeding  terms  as 
heretofore  established,  shall  be  held  returnable, 
and  be  returned,  to  those  terms  to  which  they  are 
•ererally  changed  by  this  act. 

Approved,  February  10,  1820. 


An  Act  makiog  appropriations  to  supply  the  deficiency 
in  the  appropriations  heretofore  made  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  repairs  of  the  north  and  south  wings 
of  the  Capitol,  for  furnishing  the  President'*  House, 
and  the  erection  of  two  new  Ezecative  offices. 

Be  it  enactedj  ^c,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
plying the  deficiency  in  the  appropriations  hereto- 
fore made,  for  completing  the  repairs  of. the  north 
and  south  wings  of  the  Capitol,  for  finishing  the 
President's  house,  and  the  erection  of  two  new 
Executive  offices,  the  following  sums  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  respectively  appropriated,  that  is 
to  say: 

For  completing  the  repairs  of  the  north  and 
south  wiogs  of  the  Capitol,  the  sum  of  seventy- 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  finishing  the  President's  house,  the  sum  of 
thirteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-four 
dollars  and  sixty-six  cents. 

For  erecting  two  new  Executive  offices,  the 
sum  of  eleven  thousand  and  fifteen  dollars  and 
seventy-one  cents. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said 
several  sums  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  February  10,  1820. 


Ad  Act  to  provide  for  obtaining  accurate  statements 
of  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacUd,  fc,  That  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury  shall,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  annually  prepare  statistical 
accounts  of  the  commerce  oi  the  United  States 
with  foreign  countries,  for  each  preceding  year; 
which  accounts  shall  be  laid  before  Congress,  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  December  in  every  year,  or  as  soon  after 
as  possible. 

Sec.  2.  Aiui  be  it  further  enacted.  That  such  ac- 
counts shall  comprehend  and  state  all  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  exported  from  theUaited  States 
to  other  countries;  ail  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, imported  into  the  United  States  from  other 
countries;  and  all  navigation  employed  in  the 
foreign  trade  of  the  United  States;  which  facts 
shall  be  stated  according  to  the  principles  and  in 
the  manner  hereby  dirt'cted. 

Sec.  3.  Ajid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  kinds, 
quantities,  and  values,  of  all  articles  exported,  and 
the  kinds,  quaQtitie:^,  and  values,  of  all  articles  im- 
ported, shall  be  distinctly  stated  in  such  accounts; 
except  in  cases  in  which  it  may  appear  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  that  separate  statements  of 
the  species,  quantities,  or  values,  of  any  particular 
article  would  swell  the  annual  statements  without 
utility;  and,  in  such  cases,  the  kinds  and  total 
Talaes  of  such  articles  shall  be  stated  together,  or 


in  such  classes  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
may  think  fit. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  furOur  enacted,  That  the  ex- 
ports shall  be  so  stated,  as  to  show  the  exports  to 
each  foreign  country,  and  their  values ;  and  that 
the  imports  shall  be  so  stated,  as  to  show  the  im- 
ports from  each  foreign  country,  and  their  values. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  exports 
shall  be  so  stated,  as  to  show  separately,  the  exports 
of  articles  of  the  production  or  manufacture  of  the 
United  States,  and  their  values;  and  the  exports 
of  articles  of  the  production  or  manufacture  of  for- 
eign countries,  and  their  values. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  navi- 
gation employed  in  the  foreign  trade  of  the  United 
States,  shall  oe  stated  in  such  manner,  as  to  show 
the  amount  of  the  tonnage  of  all  vessels  departing 
from  the  United  States  for  foreign  countries ;  and, 
separately,  the  amount  of  such  tonnage  of  vessels 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  amount  of  such  ton- 
nage of  foreign  vessels ;  and  also  the  foreign  na- 
tions to  which  such  foreign  tonnage  belongs,  and 
the  amount  of  such  tonnage  belonging  to  each 
foreign  nation :  and  in  such  manner  as  also  to  show 
the  amount  of  the  tonnage  of  all  vessels  departing 
for  every  particular  foreign  country,  with  which 
the  United  Stateshave  any  considerable  commerce; 
and,  separately,  the  amount  of  such  tonnage  of 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  the  amount  of 
such  tonnage  of  foreign  vessels :  and  in  such  man- 
ner as  to  show  the  amount  of  the  tonnage  of  all 
vessels  arriving  in  the  United  States  from  foreign 
countries ;  and,  separately,  the  amount  of  such 
tonnage  of  ves.sels  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
amount  of  such  tonnage  of  foreign  vessels  ;  and, 
also,  the  foreign  nations  to  which  such  foreign 
tonnage  belongs,  and  the  amount  of  such  tonnage 
belonging  to  each  foreign  nation  :  and,  in  such 
manner,  as  also  to  show  the  amount  of  the  tonnage 
of  all  vessels  arriving  from  every  particular  for- 
eign country,  with  which  the  United  States  have 
any  considerable  commerce;  and,  separatelv,  the 
amount  of  such  tonnage  of  vessels  oi  the  United 
States,  and  the  amount  of  such  tonnage  of  foreign 
vessels. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  kinds 
and  quantities  of  all  imported  articles  free  from  duty 
shall  be  ascertained  by  entry  made  upon  oath  or 
affirmation  by  the  owner,  or  by  the  consignee  or 
agent  of  the  importer;  or  by  actual  examination, 
where  the  collector  shall  think  such  examination 
necessary  :  and  that  the  values  of  all  such  articles 
shall  be  ascertained  in  the  same  manner,  in  which 
the  values  of  imports  subject  to  duties  ad  valorem 
are  ascertained. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  value* 
of  all  imported  articles  subject  to  specific  duties 
shall  be  ascertained  in  the  manner  in  which  the 
values  of  imports  subject  to  duties  ad  valorem  are 
ascertained. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  col- 
lectors shall  keep  separate  accounts  of  the  kinds, 
quantities,  and  values  of  such  parts  of  the  imports 
subject  to  duties  ad  valorem,  as  may  be  directed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sec  10.    And  be    it  further  enacted,    That  all 


2553 


APPENDIX. 


2554 


PMic  Acts  of  Conffrm. 


articles  exported  shall  be  valued  at  their  actual 
cost,  or  the  values  which  they  may  truly  bear,  at 
the  time  of  exportation,  in  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  from  which  they  are  exported :  and  that 
all  articles  imported  shall  be  valued  at  their  actual 
cost,  or  the  values  which  they  may  truly  bear  in 
the  foreign  ports  from  which  they  are  exported  for 
importation  into  the  United  States,  at  the  time  of 
such  exportation. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  before 
a  clearance  shall  be  granted  for  any  vessel  bound 
to  a  foreign  place,  the  owners,  shippers,  or  con- 
signors, of  the  cargo  on  board  of  such  vessel,  shall 
deliver  to  the  collector  manifests  of  the  cargo,  or 
the  parts  thereof,  shipped  by  them  respectively, 
and  shall  verify  the  same  by  oath  or  affirmation  ; 
and  such  manifests  shall  specify  the  kinds  and 
quantities  of  the  articles  shipped  by  them  respec- 
tively, and  the  value  of  the  total  quantity  of  each 
kind  of  articles  ;  and  such  oath  or  affirmation  shall 
state  that  such  manifest  contains  a  full,  just,  and 
true  account  of  all  articles  laden  on  board  of  such 
vessel  by  the  owners,  shippers,  or  consignors,  re- 
spectively, and  that  the  values  of  such  articles  are 
truly  stated,  according  to  their  actual  cost,  or  the 
▼alues  which  they  truly  bear  at  the  port  and  time 
of  exportation ;  and,  before  a  clearance  shall  be 
granted  for  any  such  vessel,  the  master  of  every 
such  vessel,  and  the  owners,  shippers,  and  consign- 
ors of  the  cargo,  shall  state,  upon  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, to  the  collector,  the  foreign  place  or  country 
in  which  such  cargo  is  truly  intended  to  be  landed  ; 
and  the  said  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  taken  and 
subscribed  in  writing. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
collector  shall  keep  an  accurate  account  of  the 
national  characters  and  tonnage  ofall  vessels  which 
depart  from  his  district  for  foreign  countries,  and 
of  the  foreign  places  or  countries  for  which  such 
vessels  depart;  and,  also,  an  accurate  account  of 
the  national  characters  and  tonnage  of  all  vessels 
which  enter  his  district  from  foreign  countries,  and 
of  the  foreign  places  or  countries  from  which  such 
TCtsels  arrive. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sev- 
eral collectors  shall  make  quarter  yearly  returns  to 
the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  of  all  the  facts  and 
matters  which  they  are  hereby  required  to  ascertain. 

Sbc.  14.  And  be  it  further  enaaied,  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  shall  give  such  directions 
to  the  collectors,  and  prescribe  such  rules  and  forms 
to  be  observed  by  them,  as  may  appear  to  him  pro- 
per for  attaining  the  objects  of  this  act :  Provided, 
That  such  directions  or  rules  shall  not  be  contrary 
to  the  provisions  of  any  law  of  the  United  States. 

Sec  1.5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  forms 
of  the  annual  statements  hereby  required  shall  be 
determined  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who 
shall  prescribe  such  forms  as  may  be  proper  to 
exhibit  the  facts  hereby  required  to  be  stated  in  the 
clearest  manner,  and  to  show  the  actual  state  of 
commerce  and  navigation  between  the  United 
States  and  foreign  countries  in  each  year. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act 
shall  be  in  force  from  the  30th  day  of  September 
■exl^Approved,  February  10,  1820.] 


An  Act  for  Um  admission  of  the  State  of  Mum  into  ths 

Union. 

Whereas,  by  an  act  of  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, passed  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  June,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen, 
entitled  "An  act  relating  to  the  separation  of  the 
District  of  Maine  from  Massachusetts  proper,  and 
forming  the  same  into  a  separate  and  independent 
State,"  the  people  of  that  part  of  Massachusetts 
heretofore  known  as  the  District  of  Maine,  did. 
with  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  the  said 
State  of  Massachusetts,  form  themselves  into  an 
independent  State,  and  did  establish  a  constitution 
for  the  government  of  the  same,  agreeably  to  the 
provisions  of  the  said  act — Therefore, 

Be  it  enactedy  ^.,  That,  from  and  after  the  fif- 
teenth day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty,  the  State  of  Maine  is  hereby  declared 
to  be  one  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States,  in  all  respects  whatever. 

Approved,  Marcn  3,  1820. 


An  Act  to  remit  the  duties  on  the  statue  of  Georgs 
Washington. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  duties  which  have 
accrued,  or  may  accrue,  to  the  United  States,  upon 
the  importation  of  a  statue  of  George  Washington, 
by  order  and  for  the  use  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  remitted. 

Approved,  February  24,  1820. 


An  Act  further  to  extend  the  Charter  of  the  City  of 
Washington. 

Be  it  enacted,  f^..  That  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, m  the  District  of  Columbia,"  and  the  act 
supplementary  to  the  same,  passed  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  four,  and  the  act  entitled  "An  act  further  to 
amend  the  charter  of  the  City  of  Washington,'* 
be,  and  the  .same  are  hereby,  extended  to  the  third 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-one,  unless  sooner  repealed. 

Approved,  February  28, 1820. 


An  Act  altering  the  place  of  holding  the  circuit  and 
district  court  in  the  district  of  Ohio. 

Be  it  enacted,  4^.,  That  the  circuit  court  in  and 
for  the  district  of  Ohio  shall,  from  and  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  be  held  at  Columbus,  in  said 
district,  on  the  first  Mondays  of  September  and 
January,  in  each  and  every  year;  and  that  all 
causes,  actions,  suits,  process,  pleadings,  and  other 
proceedings,  ol  every  description,  that  are,  or  shall 
be,  existing  or  depending  in  the  said  circuitxourt 
shall  be  continued  over  and  returnable  to  the  said 
circuit  court,  to  be  held  at  Columbus  as  aforesaid, 
and  shall  be  proceeded  with  in  due  form  of  law. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it fuHher  enacted.  That  the  district 
court,  in  and  for  the  district  of  Ohio,  shall,  from 
and  after  the  pa-ssage  of  this  act,  be  held  at  Co- 
lumbus, in  said  district,  on  the  second  Mondays  of 
September  and  January,  each  and  every  year  j  and 
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that  all  causes,  actions, suits,  process,  pleadiogs,  and 
other  proceedings  of  every  description,  that  are  or 
shall  be  existing  or  depending  in  the  said  district 
eourt,  shall  becoatinuedover  and  returnable  to  the 
said  district  court,  to  be  bolden  at  Columbus  as 
afo^e^iaid,  and  shall  be  proceeded  with  in  due  form 
of  law. 
,  ^    Approved,  March  4, 1820. 


\" 


'.i^ 


Ab  Aet  to  coBtmne  in  force  for  «  farther  tiin«  the 

act  entitled  **An  act  for  estsbliabing  tradiog-boasei 

with  tbe  Indian  tribes." 

Be  it  mneted,  ^c.  That  the  act,  entitled  '-An  act 
for  establishing  trading-houses  with  the  Indian 
tribes,"  passed  on  the  second  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,  and  which 
was,  by  subsequent  acts,  continued  in  force  until 
the  first  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
further  continraed  in  force  until  the  third  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
one,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  March  4,  1^30. 


An  Act  to  aatborize  tbe  people  of  Misaouri  Territory 
to  farm  a  conatmiiion  and  8ui«  governineot,  and 
for  tke  adniaaioa  of  awch  Blat«  into  the  Unioa  on 

.  an  ei^^  footing  with  the  original  Stataa,  and  to 
prabibit  aUvery  ia  certain  territurim. 

Bt  it  mooted,  ^e.,  That  the  inhabitants  of  that 
portion  of  the  Missoari  Territory  included  with- 
in the  boundaries  hereinafter  de:>i°;nated,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  lorm  for  them- 
selves a  constitution  and  State  government,  and 
,  to  assume  such  name  as  they  shall  deem  proper; 
and  the  said  State,  when  formed,  shall  be  admitted 
into  the  Union,  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States,  in  all  respects  whatsoever. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it/mrther  enacted,  That  the  said 
State  shall  consist  of  all  the  territory  included 
within  the  following  boundaries,  to  wit:  Begin- 
ning in  the  middle  of  tbe  Mississippi  river,  on  the 
parallel  of  thirty-six  degrees  of  north  latitude; 
thence,  west,  along  that  parallel  of  latitude  to  tbe 
St.  Francois  river;  tkence  up,  and  following  tbe 
course  of  that  river,  in  the  middle  of  the  main 
channel  thereof,  to  the  parallel  of  latitude  of  thirty- 
aix  degrees  and  thirty  nainutes ;  thence,  west, 
along  tbe  same,  to  a  point  where  tbe  said  parallel 
k  intersected  b^  a  meridian  line  passing  through 
the  mid<Me  of  the  mouth  of  the  Kansas  river, 
where  the  same  empties  into  the  Missouri  river; 
tbenee,  from  the  point  aforesaid,  north,  along  tbe 
said  meridian  line,  to  the  intersection  of  the  par- 
allel of  latitude  which  passes  through  tbe  rapids 
of  the  river  Des  Moine<i,  making  the  said  line  to 
correspond  with  the  Indian  bouoAlary  line  ;  thence, 
cast,  from  the  point  of  ii>tersection  last  aforesaid, 
along  the  said  parallel  of  latitude,  to  the  middle 
of  the  channel  of  the  main  fork  of  tbe  said  river 
Des  Momes  ;  thence  down,  and  along  the  middle 
•f  the  main  channel  of  the  said  river  Des  Moines, 
lo  the  mouth  of  the  same,  where  it  empties  into 
(he  Mississippi  river;  theoce,  due  east,  to  the  mid- 
tile  of  the  main  chftonei  of  Jdiauwippi  riv«r; 


thence,  down,  and  following  the  course  of  tha 
sissippi  river,  in  the  middle  of  the  main  oikaaiiel 
thereof,  to  the  place  of  beginning  :  ProtuUdy  Tbe 
said  State  shall  ratify  the  boundaries  aforesaid : 
And  provided,  also,  That  the  said  State  shall  have 
concurrent  jurisdiction  on  the  river  Mississippi, 
and  every  other  river  borderinff  on  the  said  State, 
so  far  as  the  said  rivers  shall  form  a  cooamon 
boundary  to  the  said  State  ;  and  any  other  State 
or  States,  now  or  hereafter  to  be  formed  and 
bounded  by  the  same,  such  rivers  to  be  common 
to  both ;  and  tiiat  the  river  Mississippi,  and  the 
navigable  rivers  and  waters  leading  into  the  same, 
shall  be  common  highways,  and  forever  free,  as 
well  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  State  as  to  other 
citizens  of  tbe  United  States,  without  any  tax, 
duty,  impost,  or  toll,  therefor,  imposed  by  the  sfud 
Slate.  rv 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  euaated,  That  all  free 
white  male  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who 
shall  have  arrived  at  the  age  of  tweuty-one  years, 
and  have  resided  in  said  Territory  three  BMnths 
previous  to  the  day  of  election,  and  all  other  per- 
sons qualified  to  vote  for  representatives  to  tlM 
General  AsseeaUy  of  the  said  Territory,  shall  be 
qualified  to  be  elected,  and  they  are  hereby  quaii- 
hed  and  authorized  to  vote,  and  choose  represent- 
atives to  form  a  convention,  who  shall  be  appoc* 
tioned  amongst  the  several  counties,  as  follows  ; 

From  the  county  of  Howard,  five  representa- 
tives. From  the  county  of  Cooper,  three  repre- 
sentatives. From  the  county  of  Montgomery,  two 
representatives.  From  the  county  of  Pike,  one 
representative.  From  the  county  of  Lincoln,  one 
representative.  From  the  county  of  St.  Charles, 
three  representatives.  From  the  county  of  Frank- 
lin, one  representative.  From  the  county  of  St. 
Louis,  eight  representatives.  From  the  county  of 
Je^rson,  one  representative.  From  the  county 
of  Washington,  three  representatives.  From  the 
county  of  St,  (Jenevieve,  four  representatives. 
From  the  county  of  Madison,  one  representative. 
From  the  county  of  Cape  Girardeau,  five  repre- 
sentatives. From  the  county  of  New  Madrid,  two 
representatives.  From  the  county  of  Wayne,  and 
that  portion  of  the  county  of  Lawrence  thai  falls 
within  the  boundaries  herein  designated,  one  rep- 
resentative. 

And  the  election  for  the  representatives  afore- 
said shall  be  holden  on  tbe  first  Monday,  and  two 
succeeding  days  of  May  next,  throughout  tbe  seve- 
ral counties  aforesaid  in  the  said  Territory,  and 
shall  be  in  every  respect  held  and  conducted  in  the 
same  manner,  and  under  the  same  regulations,  as 
is  p^e^c^ibed  by  the  laws  of  the  said  Territory 
regulating  elections  therein,  for  members  of  the 
General  Assembly,  except  that  the  returns  of  the 
election  in  that  portion  of  Lawrence  county  in- 
cluded in  the  boundaries  aforesaid,  shall  he  made 
to  the  county  of  Wayae,  as  is  provided  in  other 
cases  nnder  the  laws  of  said  Territory. 

Sfc.  4.  And  be  it  further  ckacied,  Tnat  the  mem- 
bers of  the  conventioo  thus  duly  elected,  shall  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  meet  at  the  seat 
of  government  of  said  Territory,  on  the  second 
Monday  of  the  month  of  June  next;  and  the  said 
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convention,  when  so  assembled,  shall  have  power 
and  authority  to  adjourn  to  any  other  place  m  the 
said  Territory,  which  to  them  shall  seem  best  for 
the  convenient  transaction  of  their  business  ;  and 
which  convention,  when  so  met,  shall  first  deter- 
mine, by  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  elected, 
whether  it  be,  or  be  not,  expedient  at  that  time  to 
form  a  constitution  and  State  government  for  the 
people  within  the  said  Territory,  as  included 
witain  the  boundaries  above  designated ;  and,  if 
it  be  deemed  expedient,  the  convention  shall  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  form  a  constitution 
and  State  government;  or,  if  it  be  deemed  more 
expedient,  the  said  convention  shall  provide  by 
ordinance  for  electing  representatives  to  form  a 
ooostitution  or  frame  of  government;  which  said 
re)>resenta lives  shall  be  chosen  in  such  manner, 
and  in  such  proportion,  as  they  shall  designate ; 
and  shall  meet  at  such  time  and  place  as  shall  be 

f»rescribed  by  the  said  ordinance ;  and  shall  then 
brm  iot  the  people  of  said  Territory,  within  the 
boundaries  aforesaid,  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
«raHient:  Provided,  That  the  same,  whenever 
formed,  shall  be  republican,  and  not  repugnant  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States ;  and  that 
the  Legislature  of  said  State  shall  never  interfere 
with  the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil  by  the  United 
States,  nor  with  any  regulations  Congress  may 
find  necessary  for  securing  the  title  in  such  soil  to 
the  bona  pie  purchasers  ;  and  that  no  tax  shall  be 
imposed  on  lands  the  property  of  the  United 
Stales ;  and  in  no  case  shall  non-resident  proprie- 
tors be  taxed  higher  than  residents. 

Sbc.  5.  And  he  it  fwrther  enacted,  That,  until  the 
next  general  census  shall  be  taken,  the  said  State 
shall  he  entitled  to  one  representative  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  United  States. 

Sbc.  6.  Aitd  be  U  further  enaeted,  That  the  fol- 
lowing propositions  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
ofiered  to  the  convention  of  the  said  Territory  of 
Missouri,  when  formed,  for  their  free  acceptance 
or  rc^tion,  which,  if  accepted  by  the  convention, 
shall  be  obligatory  upon  the  United  States. 

Fint.  That  section  numbered  sixteen  in  every 
township,  and  when  such  section  has  been  sold, 
or  o*therwise  disposed  of,  other  lands  equivalent 
thereto,  and  as  contiguous  as  may  be,  shall  be 
granted  to  the  State  for  the  use  of  tne  iiihahitants 
of  such  township  for  the  use  of  schools. 

Setxmd.  That  all  salt  springs,  not  exceeding 
twelve  in  number,  with  six  sections  of  land  ad- 
joining to  each,  shall  be  granted  to  the  said  State, 
Tor  the  use  of  said  &ale,  the  same  to  be  selected 
by  the  LegisUiture  of  tbe  said  State,  on  or  before 
The  first  day  of  January,  ia  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  btrodred  and  twenty-five,  and  the  same,  when 
so  selected,  to  be  used  under  such  terms,  condi- 
tions, and  regulations,  as  the  Legislature  of  said 
State  shall  direct :  Provided,  That  no  salt  spring, 
the  right  whereof  now  is,  or  hereafter  shall  be, 
confirmed  or  adjudged  to  any  individual  or  indi- 
viduals, shall,  by  this  section,  be  ffranted  to  said 
State:  And  provided,  al»o.  That  the  Legislature 
shall  never  sell  or  lease  the  same,  at  any  one  time, 
for  a  longer  period  than  ten  y^irs,  withoot  the 
consent  of  CoogreiK. 


TlmL  That  five  percent,  of  the  net  proceeds  of 
the  sale  of  lands  lying  within  the  said  Territory, 
or  State,  and  which  shall  be  sold  by  Congress, 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  after 
deducting  all  expenses  incident  to  the  same,  shall 
be  reserved  for  making  public  roads  and  canals,  of 
which  three-fifths  shall  he  applied  to  those  objects 
within  the  State,  under  the  direction  of  the  Legis- 
lature thereof;  and  the  other  two-fifths  in  defray- 
ing, under  the  direction  of  Congress,  the  expenses 
to  be  incurred  in  making  of  a  road  or  roads,  canal 
or  canals,  leading  to  the  said  State. 

Fburth.  That  four  entire  sections  of  land  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  granted  to  the  said  State,  for 
the  purpose  of  fixing  tneir  seat  of  government  there- 
on, which  said  .<«ections  shall,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Legislature  of  said  State,  be  located,  as 
near  as  may  be,  in  one  body/  at  any  time,  in  sueh 
townships  and  ranges  as  the  Legislature  aforesaid 
may  select,  on  any  of  the  public  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States :  Provided,  That  such  locations  shall  be 
made  prior  to  the  public  sale  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  sorrouwling  such  location. 

Fifth.  That  thirty-six  sections,  or  one  entire 
township,  which  shall  be  designated  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  together  with  the  oibtt 
lands  heretofore  reserved  for  that  purpose,  shail 
be  reserved  for  tbe  u%  of  a  seminary  of  leaniiag, 
and  vested  in  the  Legislature  of  said  State,  to  be 
appropriated  solely  for  the  use  of  such  seminary 
by  the  said  Legislature :  Provided,  That  the  five 
foregoing  propositions  herein  ofiered,  are  on  tbe 
condition  that  the  convention  of  the  said  State 
shall  provide,  by  an  ordinance,  irrevocable  with- 
out tfa«  consent  of  the  United  States,  that  every 
and  each  tract  of  land  sold  by  the  United  States, 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  shall 
remain  exempt  from  any  tax  laid  by  order  or  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  State,  whether  for  State, 
county,  or  township,  or  any  other  purpose  what- 
ever, lor  the  term  o(  five  years  from  and  after  the 
day  of  sale :  And  further,  That  the  bounty  lands 
granted,  or  hereafter  to  be  granted,  for  military  ser- 
vices during  tbe  late  war,  shall,  while  tl^y  con- 
tinue to  be  held  by  the  patentees,  or  their  heir*, 
remain  exempt  as  aforesaid  from  taxation  for  the 
term  of  three  years  from  and  after  the  date  of  dM 
patents  respectivdy. 

Sxc.  7.  And  be  it  further  enactedy  That,  in  ease 
a  constitution  and  State  government  shall  be 
formed  for  the  people  of  the  said  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri, the  said  convention  or  representatives,  as 
soon  thereafter  as  may  be,  shall  cause  a  true  and 
attested  copy  of  such  constitution,  or  frame  of 
State  government,  as  shall  be  formed  or  provided, 
to  be  transmitted  to  Congress. 

Sbc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all 
that  territory  ceded  by  France  to  tbe  United  States, 
under  the  name  of  Louisiana,  which  lies  aortbt>f 
thirty-six  degrees  and  thirty  minutes  north  lati- 
tude, not  included  within  the  limits  of  the  State 
contemplated  by  this  act,  slavery  and  involuntary 
servitude,  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of 
crimes,  whereof  the  parties  shall  have  been  duty 
convicted,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  forever  prohib- 
1  ited :   Provided  aivoft,  That  any  person  esoap inf 


AFPffiOHZ. 


SMO 


ornrfkeiikiv* 

,  »  a«y  Blilear  TMitorf  cf  tba 

^4lTiiw,  larfc  ngiitve  aity  be  kwibaf  i»- 
ii  Mi4  eoftvfjdl  to  the  penoa  daimaif  his 

mlMi  Wbor  or  Mmete  w  eforaHud. 

^hf^nntL,  Ifweh  6, 1880. 

Aft  Act  fat  vUltioa  to  an  tct,  entitled  "An  eet  i«fo< 
MMhif  the  foift  Oflke  BefbHthient.** 

Bf  #  <iierf«f,  fe^  That,  dariikg  the  present  and 
a«A»eqoetU  M8au»  of  ConcretB,  aO  leCtenand 
lo  and  iloiD  the  Preudeat  of  the  Senate 


and  the  Speaker  of  the  Home  of  Rei>- 
reientati?c%  for  the  ttme  being,  shall  be  received 
and  eoBTcyed  bf  mail,  free  of  postage,  under  the 
ame  rettrietien*  as  are  provided  by  law  with  re- 
spret  to  letters  and  paekets  to  and  from  the  Vice 
Piesideot  of  the  United  States. 
Approved,  March  13, 1830. 

km.  Act  to  provide  for  takiaf  the  fonrth  cenfloe  or 
eaaaecatfan  of  the  inhebitents  of  the  United  Ststee, 
■'WA  kr  other  parpoeea. 

Mtitmudmly^^  That  the  marshals  of  the  several 
iisilius  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  District 
of  Ooiambta,  and  of  the  Territories  of  Missouri, 
Midrigao,  and  Arkansas,  respectively,  shall  be, 
asd  they  are  hereby,  aothorized  and  re(]oired,  an- 
te the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
■tofdinir  to  soch  instructions  as  he  i<haU  give,  pur- 
aaiBt  to  this  act,  to  cause  the  number  of  the  in- 
hahiCanti  within  their  respective  districts  and  ter- 
ntPTiM  to  betaken,  omitting,  in  such  enumeration, 
ladians  not  taxed,  and  distinguishing  free  persons, 
*  ^  ling  those  bound  to  service  tor  a  term  of 
from  all  others ;  distinguuhing,  also,  the 
and  colors  of  free  persons,  and  the  free  males 
ten  years  of  age ;  those  of  ten  years  and 
sixteen ;  those  of  sixteen  and  under  twenty- 
those  of  tweotjr-six  and  under  forty-^ve; 
aad  those  of  forty-five  and  upwards;  and,  also, 
diatiagmshing  free  fnaalea  under  ten  years  of  age ; 
thoae  of  ten  and  under  sixteen ;  those  of  sixteen 
under  twenty-six;  those  of  twenty-six  and 
ider  forty-five ;  and  those  of  forty-five  and  np- 
and  also  distin^ishing  the  number  of 
persons  engaged  in  agnculture,  commerce,  and 
maoafactnres,  rei^ectiveiy.  Ror  effecting  which 
tl^  marshals  awresaid  shaU  have  power,  and 
tii^  are  hereb]^,  rcq»eetively,  aothorized  and  re- 
qaiied,  to  appoiat  one  or  more  assbtants  in  each 
couBty  aad  city,  in  their  reqiective  districts 
•ad  territories,  rwidents  of  the  countr  and  city 
flnr  whieh  they  shall  be  apnointed,  and  shall  assign 
a  <»rtain  division  to  each  of  the  said  assistants, 
wliieh  divttion  shall  not  consist  of  more  than  one 
aoaaty  or  city,  bat  may  include  one  or  more  towns, 
IvirBMiips,  wards,  hundreds,  or  parishes,  plainly 
wtt  distinctly  bounded  by  water  courses,  moun- 
Mmu^  public  roads,  or  other  monuments.  Aad  the 
mM  Momeration  shall  be  made  by  an  actual  inqui- 
Pt  at  every  dwelling-house,  or  ci  the  head  of  every 
wBily,  aad  aot  tmcrwisa.  Tha  wanhah  and 
ihftit  aaihmma  shall,  respectively,  take  aa  oath  or 
hd«««  sooM  jodfa  or  jastiea  of  the 


peace,  waidait  withia  their 

tvriiDriei,  b^bte  they  eatar  oft/ 

bythisaeL    The  oath  or  aanMOtwa  of  A«  ^ 

shalshaU  be  as  follows:  <* I,  A  B,  maaahal  af  the 

district  o< ,  do  sokmaly  swetr,  (or  attnai) 

that  I  will  well  and  tnily  catiM  to  be  made  a  jasl 
and  perfect  eaomeratioo  aad  description  of  atf  per- 
sons resident  within  my  district,  (or  territory.)  aad 
also  an  account  of  the  maaolhetaiaB,  exeept  booaa* 
hold  maoafaetores,  and  rctarn  the  saaM  la  tha  8ae- 
rettry  of  State,  agreeahlv  to  tht  direelioBt  «f  aa 
act  of  ConjpTss,  oititled  *An  act  to  prwriia  for 
taking  the  fourth  census  or  enomeralioD  o#  liaia- 
habitants  of  the  United  States,  and  for  otb«  par- 
poses,'  according  to  the  best  of  my  ahilitv.*'  Tha 
oath  or  affirmation  of  an  assistant  shall  ha^  **  L 
A  B,  do  solemnly  swear,  (or  affitm,)  that  I  will 
make  a  just  and  perfect  enumeration  aad  dcaerip* 
tion  of  all  persons  resident  within  the  dirlaioa 
assigned  to  me  for  that  purpose,  by  the  marahal  nt 

,  and,  also,  an  account  of  the  maaofoetafas, 

except  household  manufactares,  and  make  4aa  •»> 
turn  thereof  to  the  said  marshal,  agrecabit  la  ihit 
directions  of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  *Aa  act 
to  provide  for  taking  the  fovth  censiai  or  gllpHr- 
ation  of  the  inhabiunts  of  the  United  SMpTaad 
for  other  pornoees,'  according  to  thV^lMR  OT  aiy 
abilities."  The  enumeration  shaU  oaftimcaea  oa 
the  first  Monday  of  Aue^st,  i»  thie^  year  one  thaa- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  taftaly,  and  shall  doM 
within  six  calendar  moa^  thereafter.  The 
eral  assistants  shall,  wiihin  the  said  six 
transmit  to  the  maiihals,  by  whom  they  shall  re- 
spectively be  appaiated,  accurate  retaras  of  all 
persons,  except  Indians  not  taxed,  withia  thair  ra- 
spective  divisions ;  which  returns  shall  ha  auide 
in  a  schedule,  distingubhing  in  each  coaaiy,  eity, 
town,  township,  wanl,  or  parish,  the  several  foaii- 
lies,  by  the  names  of  their  master,  nustrc«S|  alaw^ 
ard,  overseer,  or  other  principal  perstm  thoNia,  ia 
the  manner  following :  The  number  of  pcraaas 

within  my  division,  consisting  of ,  appears  in 

a  schedule  hereto  annexed,  subscribed  by  ma  this 
day  of ,  in  the  year  one  thoosand  eight 


hundred  and  twenty.    A  B,  assistant  to  the  atar- 

shal  of . 

Schedule  of  the  whole  number  of  persons  within 
the  dirision  allotted  to  A  B : 


Name  of  the  ooanty,  perish,  tewaehip,  tosra,  or 
city,  where  the  faiilj  resides. 


Names  of  heeds  of  lemiliee. 


Free  white  melee  aader  ten  jeers. 


^ree  white  mal««  o(  tee  and  nader  sixtcea. 


Free  whiu  melee  between  eiiteen  aad  eifataen. 


Free  white  males  of  sixteen  and  ander  tweatj<«U« 
ineinding  heeds  of  familiee.  ' 


Free  white  meles  of  twenty-eix  end  aadw  forty- 
five,  ioclodiof  beads  of  fiuniKee. 


Free  white  males  of  forty-five  and  upwards,  ia- 
cludiog  heads  of  fomiKee. 


Free  white  females  under  ten  years  of  ege. 
I  Free  white  foaselee  of  tea  aad 


Free  wtine  iemetea  ot  smeeo  aad  aader  t 
sixt  iadadiMf  heade  of  fomilies. 
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Free  white  femsles  of  tweiity>six  and  under  forty- 
five,  incladinf  heads  of  families. 


Free  white  females  of  forty-five  and  upwards,  in- 
cluding beads  of  families. 


Foreigners  not  naturalized. 


SLAVES. 


Males  under  fourteen. 


Males  of  fourteen  and  under  twenty-six. 


Males  of  twenty -six  and  under  forty-five. 


Males  of  forty-five  and  upwarda. 


Femsles  of  fourteen. 


Femsles  of  fourteen  snd  under  twenty-six. 
Females  of  twenty-eix  and  under  forty-five. 


I  Females  of  tbrty-live  and  upwsrds. 


FREE  COLORED  PERSONS. 


I  Males  under  fourteen  years. 


Males  of  fourteen  and  under  twenty-six. 


I  Males  of  twenty-six  snd  under  forty-five. 

I  Males  of  forty-five  and  upwardu. 

I  Femsle«~under  fourteen  years. 

I  Femsles  of  fourteen  snd  under  twenty-six. 

I  Females  of  twenty-six  snd  under  iorty-five. 

)  Femalee  of  forty-five  snd  upwsrds. 


I  All  other  persons,  except  Indisns  not  taxed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  as- 
sistant failing  or  neglecting  to  make  a  proper  re- 
turn, or  makiog  a  false  return  of  the  enumeration 
to  the  marshal,  within  the  time  limited  by  this  act, 
shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  re- 
coverable in  the  manner  pointed  out  in  the  next 
section  of  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  mar- 
shals shall  file  the  several  returns  aforesaid,  and, 
also,  an  attested  copy  of  the  aggregate  amount 
hereinafter  directed,  to  be  transmitted  by  them, 
respectively,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the 
clerks  of  their  respective  districts,  or  superior 
courts,  (as  the  case  may  be,)  who  are  hereby  di- 
rected to  receive,  and  carefully  to  preserve  the 
same.  And  the  marshals,  respectively,  shall,  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  transmit 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  the  aggregate  amount  of 
each  description  of  persons  withm  their  respective 
districts  or  territories.  And  every  marshal  failing 
to  file  the  returns  of  his  assistants,  or  the  returns 
of  any  of  them,  with  the  clerks  of  the  respective 
courts  as  aforesaid,  or  failing  to  return  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  each  description  of  persons  in  their 
respective  districts  or  territories,  as  required  by  this 
act,  and  as  the  same  shall  appear  from  said  returns, 
to  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  within  the  time  limited 
by  this  act,  shall,  for  every  such  offence,^ forfeit  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  which  forfeitures 
shall  be  recoverable  in  the  courts  of  the  districts 
or  territories  where  the  said  offences  shall  be  com- 
mitted, or  within  the  circuit  courts  held  within 
the  same,  by  action  of  debt,  information,  or  in- 
dictment; the  one-half  thereof  to  the  use  of  the 
United  States  and  the  other  half  lo  the  informer  ; 
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but  where  the  prosecution  shall  be  first  instituted 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  the  whole  shall 
accrue  to  their  use.  And,  for  the  more  effectual 
discovery  of  such  offences,  the  judges  of  the  sev- 
eral district  courts,  in  the  several  districts,  and  of 
the  Supreme  Courts  in  the  Territories  of  tne  Uni- 
ted Slates,  as  aforesaid,  at  their  next  session,  to  be 
held  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  allowed  for 
making  the  returns  of  the  enumeration  hereby 
directed,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  shall  give  this 
act  in  charge  to  the  grand  juries  in  their  respective 
courts,  and  shall  cause  the  returns  of  the  several 
assistants,  and  the  said  attested  copy  of  theag^e- 
gate  amount  to  be  laid  before  them  for  inspection. 
Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  as- 
sistant shall  receive  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  for 
every  hundred  persons  by  him  returned,  where 
such  persons  reside  in  the  country ;  and  where 
such  persons  reside  in  a  city  or  town,  containing 
more  than  three  thousand  persons,  such  assistant 
shall  receive  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  for  every 
three  hundred  persons;  but  where,  from  the  dis- 
persed situation  of  the  inhabitants  in  some  divis- 
ions, one  dollar  will  be  insufficient  for  one  hundred 
persons,  the  marshals,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
judges  of  their  respective  districts  or  territories, 
may  make  such  further  allowance  to  the  assistants 
in  such  divisions  as  shall  be  deemed  an  adequate 
compensation :  Provided,  The  same  does  not  ex- 
ceed one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  for  every 
fifty  persons  by  them  returned  :  Provided,  further, 
That  before  any  assistant,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  said  compensation,  he  shall  take 
and  subscribe  the  following  oath  or  affirmation, 
before  some  judge  or  justice  of  the  peace  author- 
ized to  administer  the  same,  to  wit:  I,  A  B,  do 
solemnly  swear,  or  affirm,  that  the  number  of  per- 
sons set  forth  in  the  return  made  by  me,  agreeably 
to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  taking  the  fourtn  census  or  enumera- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  have  been  ascertained  by  an 
actual  inquiry  at  every  dwelling-house,  or  oi  the 
head  of  every  family,  in  exact  conformity  with  the 
provisions  oi  said  act ;  and  that  I  have,  in  every 
respect,  fulfilled  the  duties  required  of  me  by  said 
act  to  the  best  ol  my  abilities,  and  that  the  return 
aforesaid  is  correct  and  true,  according  to  the  best 
of  my  knowledge  and  belief.  The  several  mar- 
shals shall  receive  as  follows :  The  marshal  of  the 
District  of  Maine,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 
the  marshal  of  the  district  of  New  Hampshire,  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Massachusetts,  three  hundred  dollars ;  the 
marshal  of  the  district  of  Rhode  Island,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  district 
of  Connecticut,  two  hundred  dollars ;  the  marshal 
of  the  district  of  Vermont,  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars;  the  marshal  of  the  southern  district  of 
New  York,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  the 
marshal  of  the  northern  district  of  New  York,  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  dis- 
trict of  New  Jersey,  two  hundred  dollars ;  the  mar- 
shal of  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania,  three 
hundred  dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  western  dis- 
trict of  Pennsylvania,  two  hundred  dollars ;  the 
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marshal  of  the  district  of  Delaware,  one  hundred 
dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Maryland, 
three  hundred  dollars;  the  marshal  of  the  eastern 
district  of  Virginia,  three  hundred  dollars;  the 
marshal  of  the  western  district  of  Virginia,  two 
hundred  dollars;  the  marshal  of  the  district  of 
Kentucky,  three  hundred  dollars ;  the  marshal  of 
the  district  of  North  Carolina,  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  South 
Carolina,  three  hundred  dollars;  the  marshal  of 
the  district  of  Georgia,  three  hundred  dollars ;  the 
marshal  of  the  district  of  East  Tennessee,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  district 
of  West  Tennessee,  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 
the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Ohio,  three  hundred 
dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Indiana,  two 
hundred  dollars;  the  marshal  of  the  district  of 
Illinois,  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  the  mar- 
shal of  the  district  of  Mississippi,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars;  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Louisi- 
ana, one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  the  marshal  of 
the  district  of  Alabama,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
fifty  dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  Missouri  Terri- 
tory, one  hundred  dollars;  the  marshal  of  the 
Michigan  Territory,  one  hundred  dollars ;  the  mar- 
shal of  the  Arkansas  Territory,  one  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
person  whose  usual  place  of  abode  shall  be  in  any 
family,  on  the  said  first  Monday  in  August,  one 
thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and  twenty,  shall  be  re- 
turned as  ot  such  family  ;  and  the  name  of  every 
person  who  shall  be  an  inhabitant  of  any  district 
or  territory,  without  a  settled  place  of  residence, 
shall  be  inserted  in  the  column  of  the  schedule 
which  is  allotted  for  the  heads  of  families  in  the 
division  where  he  or  she  shall  be  on  the  said  first 
Monday  in  August ;  and  every  person  occasionally 
absent  at  the  time  of  enumeration,  as  belonging  to 
the  place  in  which  he  or  she  usually  resides  in  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each  and 
every  free  person,  more  than  sixteen  years  of  age, 
whether  heads  of  families  or  not,  belonging  to  any 
family  within  any  division,  district,  or  territory, 
made  or  established  within  the  United  States,  shall 
be,  and  hereby  is,  obliged  to  render  to  the  assistant 
of  the  division,  if  required,  a  true  account,  to  the 
best  of  his  or  her  knowledge,  of  every  person  be- 
longing to  such  family,  respectively,  according  to 
the  several  descriptions  aforesaid,  on  pain  of  for- 
feiting twenty  dollars,  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered, 
in  an  action  of  debt,  by  such  assistant;  the  one 
half  to  his  own  ase,  and  the  other  half  to  the  use 
of  the  United  Slates. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  each  and 
every  assistant,  previous  to  making  his  return  to  j 
the  marshal,  shall  cause  a  correct  copy,  signed  by  ■ 
himself,  of  the  schedule  containing  tne  number  of  i 
inhabitants  within  his  division,  to  be  set  up  at  two  ' 
of  the  most  public  places  within  the  same,  there  to  j 
remain  for  the  inspection  of  all  concerned ;  for 
each  of  which  copies  the  said  assistant  shall   be 
entitled  to  receive  two  dollars;  Provided^  Proof  of 


the  schedule  having  been  set  up  and  suffered  to 
remain,  shall  be  transmitted  to  tne  marshal,  with 
the  return  of  the  number  of  persons,  and  in  case 
any  assistant  shall  fail  to  make  such  proof  to  the 
marshal  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  forfeit  the  compen- 
sation allowed  him  by  this  act. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  eaacted,  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  shall  be  and  hereby  is  authorized 
and  required  to  transmit  to  the  marshals  of  the 
several  districts  and  territories,  regulations  and 
instructions  pursuant  to  this  act,  for  carrying  the 
same  into  effect,  and  also  the  forms  contained 
therein,  of  the  schedule  to  be  returned,  and  such 
other  forms  as  may  be  necessary  in  carrying  this 
act  into  execution,  and  proper  interrogatories  to 
be  administered  bv  the  several  persons  to  be  em- 
ployed in  taking  tne  enumeration. 

Sec  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  in  those 
States  composing  two  districts,  and  where  part  of 
a  county  may  lie  in  each  district,  such  county 
shall  be  considered  as  belonging  to  that  district  ia- 
which  the  court-house  of  said  county  may  be 
situate. 

Sec.  10.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  several  marshals  and  their  as- 
sistants, at  the  time  of  taking  the  said  census,  to 
take,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  according  to  such  instructions  as  he  shall 
give,  and  such  forms  as  he  shall  prescribe,  an  ac- 
count of  the  several  manufacturing  establishments, 
and  their  manufactures,  within  their  several  dis- 
tricts, territories,  and  divisions:  the  said  assistants 
shall  make  return  of  the  same  to  the  marshals  of 
their  respective  districts  or  territories;  and  the  said 
marshals  shall  transmit  the  said  returns,  and  ab- 
stracts thereof,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  at  the 
same  time  at  which  they  are,  by  this  act,  rt-quired, 
respectively,  to  make  tneir  returns  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State;  for  the  performance  of  which  addi- 
tional service,  they  shall  respectively  receive,  as 
compensation  therefor,  not  exceeding  twenty  per 
centum  in  addition  to  the  suras  allowed  by  this 
act,  to  be  apportioned  in  proportion  to  the  services 
rendered,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
State. 

Sec  11.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all 
cases  where  the  superficial  content  of  any  county 
or  parish  shall  exceed  forty  miles  square,  and  the 
number  of  inhabitants  in  said  parish  or  county 
shall  not  exceed  two  thousand  five  hundred,  the 
marshal  or  assistants  shall  be  allowed,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  judges  of  the  respective  districts 
or  territories,  such  further  compensation  as  shall 
be  deemed  reasonable:  Provided,  The  same  does 
not  exceed  three  dollars  for  every  fifty  persons  by 
them  returned. 

Sec  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when 
the  aforesaid  enumeration  shall  be  completed,  and 
returned  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
by  the  marshals  of  the  States  and  Territories,  he 
shall  direct  the  printers  to  Congress  to  print,  for 
the  use  of  the  Congress,  fifteen  hundred  copies 
thereof. 

Approved,  March  14,  1820. 
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An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Navj  of  the  United  Stalea,  for  the  year  one  thou- 
aand  eight  hundred  and  twenty. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Navy,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty,  the  following  suras  be 
and  the  same  are  hereby  respectively  appropri- 
ated : 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officers,  and  pay 
of  the  seamen,  nine  hundred  and  eighty-nine  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  twenty  dofiars. 

For  provisions,  four  hundred  and  fifteen  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars. 

For  medicines,  hospital  stores,  and  all  expenses 
on  account  of  the  sick,  including  the  marine  corps, 
thirty-six  thousand  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  vessels,  four  hundred  and  eighty- 
four  thousand  dollars. 

For  store  rent,  freight,  transportation,  enlist- 
ment of  seamen,  and  all  other  contingent  ex- 
penses, two  hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  improvement  of  navy  yards,  docks,  and 
wharves,  pay  of  superintendents,  store-keepers, 
clerks,  and  laborers,  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lar);. 

For  payment  of  contracts  made  for  shells  and 
shot,  and  for  military  stores,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  marine  corps, 
one  hundred  and  seventy-seven  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eight  dollars. 

For  clothing  the  same,  twenty-seven  thousand 
two  hundred  and  five  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  same,  twenty 
thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sev- 
eral appropriations  herein  before  made,  shall  be 
paid  out  oi  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 

Approved,  March  17,  1820. 


An  .\ct  to  authorize  the  PreaiJent  of  the  United  State* 
to  appoint  a  Receiver  of  the  public  moneys  and 
Register  of  the  land  office  for  the  district  of  Law- 
rence county,  in  the  Arkansas  Territory. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  ap- 
point a  Receiver  of  the  public  moneys  and  Regis- 
ter of  the  land  office,  for  the  district  of  Lawrence 
county,  in  the  Arkansas  Territory. 

Sic.  2.  And  be  it  fwrther  enacted.  That  any  per- 
son having  a  claim  to  a  right  of  pre-emption 
within  the  said  district,  shall  make  known  his 
claim  and  location,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  laws  now  in  force,  to  the  Register,  at  least  six 
weeks  before  the  time  to  be  designated  by  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  for  issuing  patents  to 
the  soldiers  of  the  late  array,  entitled  to  bounty 
land  in  said  district. 

Approved,  March  17,  1820. 


An  Act  eatablishing  a  Circuit  Court  within  and  for 
the  District  of  Maine. 

Be  it  enactedy  ^c,  That,  from  and  after  the  passing 


of  this  act,  the  districts  of  Rhode  Island,  Massa- 
chusetts, New  Hampshire,  and  Maine,  shall  con- 
stitute the  first  circuit;  and,  in  addition  to  the  cir- 
cuit courts  now  holden  in  said  circuit,  there  shall 
be  holden  annually  two  circuit  courts  within  and 
for  said  District  of  Maine,  by  the  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  residing  in  said  circuit,  and  by  the 
District  Jud^e  of  Maine,  at  the  times  and  places 
following,  viz :  One  session  of  said  court  shall 
commence  and  be  holden  at  Portland,  in  said  dis- 
trict, on  the  eighth  day  of  May;  and  the  other  at 
Wiscasset,  in  said  district,  on  the  eighth  day  of 
October;  and  when  either  of  said  days  shall  hap- 
pen to  be  Sunday,  thj  session  shall  commence  on 
the  day  next  following;  and  when  only  one  of 
the  judges  hereby  directed  to  hold  the  said  circuit 
courts  shall  be  able  to  attend,  such  circuit  courts 
may  be  held  by  the  judge  so  attending. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  acts, 
and  parts  of  acts,  granting  said  District  Court  of 
Maine  the  powers  and  jurisdiction  of  a  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States  be  and  the  same  are 
hereby  repealed. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  by  thi^  act  established  in  and  for  the 
District  of  Maine,  shall  have  power  to,  and  may, 
at  its  first  session,  take  cognizance  of,  and  proceed 
to  act  upon,  hear,  and  decide,  all  actions,  causes, 
pleas,  processes,  matters,  and  things,  which  have 
originated  in  the  said  District  Court,  and  which 
would  by  law  be  cognizable,  and  be  heard  and 
determined  by  the  Circuit  Court  to  be  holden  in 
the  District  of  Massachusetts,  if  this  act  had  never 
been  made  and  passed. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  those 
causes  which  have  originated  as  aforesaid,  in  said 
District  Court,  and  have  been  entered  at  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  in  the  District  of  Massachusetts,  and 
are  now  pending  therein,  on  error,  appeal,  or  oth- 
erwise, shall  be  transferred  to  the  Circuit  Court  by 
this  act  e.stablished,  and  entered  on  the  docket  of 
the  same  at  its  first  session,  in  order  that  the  said 
causes  may  be  heard  and  decided  therein  in 
the  manner  provided  by  the  third  .section  of  this 
act. 

Approved,. March  30,  1820.  •, 


An  Act  further  to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time,  the  sale 
or  forfeiture  of  landif,  for  failure  in  completing  tb« 
paymeut  thereon. 

Beit  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  operation  of  the  sixth 
condition  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  pro- 
viding for  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth  of 
Kentucky  river,"  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  sus- 
pended until  the  thirty-first  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  iwcnty-one.  in  favor 
of  the  purchasers  o(  public  lands,  at  any  of  the 
land  offices  of  the  United  States:  Provided,  That 
the  benefit  of  this  act  shall  not  be  extended  to  any 
one  purchaser  for  a  greater  quantity  than  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres. 

Approved,  March  30,  1820. 
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An  Act  for  apportioning  the  ReprcBentatives  in  the 
8€Tentcenth  Congrew,  to  be  elected  in  the  State* 
of  MdasachuaetU  and  Maine,  and  for  other  purpoaea. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That,  in  the  election  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  the  Seventeenth  Congress,  the  State 
of  Massachusetts  shall  be  entitled  to  choose  thirteen 
Representatives  only;  and  the  State  of  Maine 
shall  be  entitled  to  choose  seven  Representatives, 
according  to  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
said  State  of  Massachusetts,  for  this  purpose  given, 
by  their  resolve,  passed  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
January  last,  and  prior  to  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Maine  into  the  Union. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  if  the 
seat  of  any  of  the  Representatives  in  the  present 
Congress,  who  were  elected  in  and  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  who  are 
now  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Maine,  shall  be 
Tacated  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  such 
vacancy  shall  be  supplied  by  a  successor,  who 
shall,  at  the  time  of  his  election,  be  an  inhabitant 
of  the  State  of  Maine. 

Approved,  April  7,  1820. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  following  sums  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  respectively  appropriated, 
that  is  to  say : 

For  compensation  granted  by  law  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
their  officers  and  attendants,  three  hundred  and 
eighty-four  thousand  and  ten  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  stationery,  fuel,  printing, 
and  all  other  contingent  and  incidental  expenses 
of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  forty-five  thou>and 
dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  the  Library  of  Congress, 
including  the  librarian's  allowance,  one  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  books,  maps,  and  charts, 
for  the  Library  of  Congress,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  six 
thotLsand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Depart- 
naent  of  State,  per  act  of  20th  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  fifteen  thousand  nine 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said  De- 
partment, including  the  messenger  to  the  Patent 
Office,  nine  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  and  incidental  expenses  of 
said  Department,  including  expenses  of  printing 
and  distributing  copies  of  the  laws  of  the  first  ses- 
sion of  the  Sixteenth  Congress,  thirty-four  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
«ry,  six  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 


the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  per  act  of  twentieth 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 
ten  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  messengers  in  said  office, 
seven  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury,  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  First  Comptroller,  per  act  of  twentieth  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  seven- 
teen thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  office, 
four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  said  office, 

Eer  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thousand  eight 
undred  and  eighteen,  nine  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  comi)ensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Auditor,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  fifteen  thousand 
two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Auditor,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  seventeen  thou- 
sand two  hundred  dollars. 

For  comj)ensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Third  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Auditor,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  twenty-eight 
thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said  of- 
fice, seven  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Auditor,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  fifteen  thousand 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  office, 
four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Auditor,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  ten  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars. 

For  three  clerks  to  complete  the  duties  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  three  thousand 
seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  three  thotisand  dollars. 
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For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Treasurer,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  five  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  two  additional  clerks 
in  the  office  of  the  said  Treasurer,  during  the  pres- 
ent year,  one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Commissioner,  per  act  of  twentieth  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  twenty- 
two  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Treas- 
ury, three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  said  Register,  per  act  of  twentieth  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  and 
including  two  hundred  dollars  to  correct  an  error 
in  stating  the  total  sum,  for  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  nineteen,  twenty-two  thousand  five 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  including  the  allowance  for  stamping  ships' 
registers,  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  secretary  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  allowance  to  the  person  employed  in  trans- 
mitting pa.ssports  and  sea  letters,  for  expense  of 
translating  foreign  languages  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  stationery,  print- 
ing, fuel,  and  all  other  contingent  and  incidental 
expenses  in  the  Treasury  Department,  and  the 
several  offices  therein,  forty-three  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  a  superintendent,  and  four 
watchmen,  employed  for  the  security  of  the  State 
and  Treasury  buildings,  and  for  repairs  of  engines, 
hose,  and  fire  buckets,  and  for  the  purchase  of  a 
small  tire  engine,  for  the  State  Department,  two 
thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-eight  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  six 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  War 
Department,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  twenty-five 
thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  fuel,  stationery,  printing,  and 
other  contingent  expenses,  in  said  department,  five 
thousand  dollars. 

For  maps,  plans,  books,  and  instruments,  one 
thou-sand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said  de- 
partment, seven  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Paymaster  General, 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  said  Paymaster,  per  act  of  twentieth  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  nine 
thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 


For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissary  Greneral 
of  Purchases,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  his  compensation  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  no  appropriation  hav- 
ing been  made  for  that  year,  three  tnousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Commissary,  two  thousand  eight  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, three  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  nine 
hundred  and  thirty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  per  act  of 
twentieth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighteen,  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  one 
thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Ordnance  Department,  per  act  of  twentieth 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 
two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  seven 
hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  two  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  one 
thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerxs  in  the  office  of 
the  Engineer  department,  two  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  expen.ses  of  maps,  books,  and  stationery, 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerk  in  the  office  of 
the  Surgeon  General,  one  thousand  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  five  hun- 
dred and  five  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
six  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  per  act  of  twentieth 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 
eight  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  an  extra  clerk  in  the  Navy 
Department,  during  part  of  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  nineteen,  three  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Navy  Board,  ten  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  secretary  to  said  Com- 
missioners, two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Commissioners,  per  act  of  twentieth  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  three 
thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  additional  clerks,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty,  in  said  office,  four 
thousand  dollars. 
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For  compensation  to  the  naessenger,  four  hun- 
dred and  ten  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses,  two  thousand 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  superintendent,  and 
.  ibur  watchmen,  employed  for  the  security  of  the 
War  and  Navy  buiidioers,  and  for  repairs  of  en- 
gines, hose,  and  fire  buciets ;  and  for  the  purchase 
of  a  small  fire  engine,  two  thousand  two  hundred 
and  sixty-eight  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Postmaster  General, 
four  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  two  Assistant  Postmasters 
General,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  General 
Post  Ofl5ce,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  twenty-two  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said 
office,  six  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  four 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  Greneral,  two 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Surveyor,  two  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensalion  to  the  surveyor  south  of  Ten- 
nessee, two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  surveyor,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  in  Illinois, 
Missouri,  and  Arkansas,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  surveyor,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  surveyor  in  Alabama, 
two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
«aid  surveyor,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings,  at  Washington  City,  two  thousand 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  and  clerks  of 
the  Mint,  nine  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  wages  of  persons  employed  in  the  different 
operations  of  the  Mint,  nine  thousand  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses,  and 
repairs,  cost  of  machinery,  and  for  allowance  of 
wastage  in  the  gold  and  silver  coinage  of  the 
Mint,  eight  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Missouri  Territory,  seven  ihou- 
sand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Grovernor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Arkansas  Territory,  including- 
arrearages  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun*^ 
dred  and  nineteen,  nine  thousand  and  seventy-two 
dollars,  and  twenty-nine  cents. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  Toritory, 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  six  thou- 
saad  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  printmg  and  distributing  the  laws  of  the 


Michigan   Territory,   twelve   hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  Tenitory, 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Chief  Justice,  the  As- 
sociate Judges,  and  District  Judges,  of  the  United 
States,  including  the  Chief  Justice  and  Associate 
Judges  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  seventy-seven 
thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Attorney  General  of 
the  United  States,  three  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerk  in  the  office  of 
said  Attorney  General,  per  act  of  twentieth  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  sundry  District  Attorneys 
and  Marshals,  as  granted  by  law,  including  those 
in  the  several  Territories,  nine  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Marshal  of  the  Wes- 
tern District  of  Pennsylvania,  for  his  services, 
from  the  twentieth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighteen,  to  the  twentieth  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  two 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  District  Attorney  of 
the  same  District,  for  the  same  time,  two  hunared 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Reporter  of  the  decis- 
ions of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
one  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  upon  the  condi- 
tions prescribed  in  the  act  to  provide  for  reports 
of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  passed 
March  third,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sev- 
enteen. 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions,  granted 
by  the  late  and  present  Governments,  one  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

For  a  deficiency  in  the  fund  for  the  relief  and 
protection  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen,  as  estab- 
lished by  the  act  of  third  May,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  arid  two,  eighty-one  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  dollars,  and  thirty-four  cents. 

For  completing  the  contracts  for  constructing 
the  road  from  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  to 
Wheeling,  made  during  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  one  hundred  and 
forty-one  thousand  dollars. 

For  surveying  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States,  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

For  additional  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the 
office  of  the  Superintendent  General  of  Indian 
Trade,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thousand 
ei^ht  hundred  and  eighteen,  lour  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  payment  of  balances  due  to  sundry  indi- 
viduals, relative  to  prisoners  of  war,  eleven  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars  and 
eighty-one  cents. 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  the  fourth  enume- 
ration of  the  inhabitanLs  of  the  United  States,  two 
hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  discharging  the  claims  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  late  province  of  West  Florida,  now  included 
within  the  States  of  Louisiana,  or  Mississippi,  for 
advances  made  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  Uni- 
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ted  States,  prior  to  and  since  the  taking  possession 
of  the  said  portion  of  the  said  late  province  of 
West  Florida  by  the  United  States,  as  liquidated 
by  the  State  Department,  including  principal  and 
interest,  twenty-four  thousand  two  hundred  and 
thirty-one  dollars  fifty-three  cents. 

For  the  maintenance  and  support  of  lighthouses, 
beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers,  stakeages  of  chan- 
nels, bars,  and  shoals,  including  the  purchase  and 
transportation  of  oil,  keepers'  salaries,  repairs  and 
improvements,  and  contingent  expenses  ;  and  in- 
cluding the  balances  of  former  appropriations  for 
erecting  lighthouses  at  Cape  Lookout,  Sapelo 
Island,  Cumberland  Island,  and  on  Tybee,  which 
'Were  carried  to  the  surplus  fund,  on  the  thirty-first 
of  December  last,  one  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  outstanding  debentures,  for 
internal  duties,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  miscellaneous  claims 
against  the  United  States,  not  otherwise  provided 
for,  as  shall  be  admitted  in  due  course  of  settle- 
ment at  the  Treasury,  six  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  third  payment  to  John  Trumbull,  for 
paintings,  agreeably  to  his  contract  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  made  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution 
of  Congress  of  the  sixth  of  February,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  six  thousand  dollars. 
For  salaries  to  the  Ministers  to  the  United  States 
at  London,  Paris,  St.  Petersburg,  Rio  Janeiro, 
and  Madrid;  with  the  salaries  of  their  several 
Secretaries  of  Legation,  and  the  salary  of  a  Charge 
des  Affaires  at  Stockholm  and  the  Hague,  and  lor 
the  salaries  for  the  late  Ministers  at  Madrid  and 
Rio  Janeiro,  during  six  months  of  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  and  for  the 
usual  allowance  of  three  months'  salary  to  those  [ 
Ministers,  payable  on  their  return  home,  seventy- ' 
seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  I 

For  outfits  of  a  Minister  to  St.  Petersburg,  nine 
thousand  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  those  missions,  ten  . 

thousand  dollars.  j 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  inter- 1 

course,  thirty  thousand  dollars.  [ 

For  the  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the  Bar- 

bary  Powers,  forty-two  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  during  the  present  year,  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  ar- 
ticles of  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded  with  His 
Britannic  Majesty  on  thetwenty-fourth  of  Decem- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen, 
including  the  compensation  of  the  commissioners 
and  surveyors,  and  an  agent  appointed,  under  the 
fifth  article  of  the  said  treaty,  and  their  contingent 
expenses,  forty-seven  thousand  three  hundred  and 
thirty-three  dollars  and  thirty-two  cents. 

For  the  purpose  of  holding  treaties  with  the 
Creek  and  Cherokee  tribes  of  Indians,  for  extin- 
luishment  of  the  Indian  title  to  all  the  lands  with- 
in the  State  of  Georgia,  pursuant  to  the  fourth 
condition  of  the  first  article  of  the  Articles  of 
Agreement  and  Cession,  concluded  between  the 
United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  on  the 
twenty-fourth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  two,  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dol- 


lars. And  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  further 
extinguishment  of  Indian  title  within  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan,  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  purpose  of  negotiating  a  treaty  or  trea- 
ties with  the  Indians  in  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
for  the  extinguishment  of  their  title  to  lands  in 
that  State,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  salaries  for  the  agents  for  claims  on  account 
of  spoliations,  and  for  seamen,  at  London  and 
Pans,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  American  sea- 
men in  foreign  countries,  eighty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  a  balance  due  to  Mr.  Poirey, 
ascertained  and  settled  under  the  law  of  February 
twenty-fourth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
nineteen,  the  sum  of  three  thousand  four  hundred 
and  eighty-six  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  a  balance  dueM.  de  Vienne, 
ascertained  and  settled  under  the  law  of  February 
twenty-fourth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
nineteen,  nine  hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars  and 
forty  cents. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  seve- 
ral appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shall  be  paid 
out  of^any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved,  April  11,  1820. 

An  Act  making  further  appropriations  for  continuing 
the  work  upon  the  centre  building  of  the  Capitol  and 
other  public  buildings. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  for  continuing  the  work 
of  the  centre  building  of  the  Capitol,  and  other 
public  buildings,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  the 
following  sums  of  money  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  appropriated,  viz : 

For  continuing  the  work  on  the  centre  building 
of  the  Capitol,  one  hundred  and  eleven  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars, 

For  painting  the  inside  of  the  north  and  south 

j  wings  of  the  Capitol,  and  providing  for  the  expense 

I  of  making  such  alterations  therein  as  have  been 

1  directed  during  the  present  session  of  Congress, 

two    thousand   eight    hundred    and    sixty-seven 

dollars. 

For  grad uati ng  the  ground  round  the  Capitol,  and 
supplying  the  deficiency  in  former  appropriations 
for  enclosing  and  improving  the  Capitol  Square, 
I  five  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-one  dollars. 
i      For  making  necessary  repairs  and  alterations  in 
the  President's  House,  one  thousand  one  hundred 
dollars. 
For  making  alterations  and  improvements  in 
I  the  Senate  Chamber,  for  the  better  accommodation 
of  the  Senate,  two  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 
Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
several  suras  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in,  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved,  April  11,  1820. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  following  sums  be, 
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and  the  same  are  hereby,  respectively  appropriated, 


viz; 


For  the  pay  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
in  addition  to  an  unexpended  balance  of  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  one  million  ihirtv-six  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars. 

For  subsistence,  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars  already 
appropriated,  six  hundred  and  two  thousand  and 
forty-eight  dollars. 

For  TOunties  and  premiums  for  fifteen  hundred 
recruits,  twenty-one  thousand  dollars. 

For  quarters,  fuel,  straw,  and  all  other  expenses 
for  recruits,  until  organized  to  join  regiments  and 
corps,  thirty-four  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  dollars. 

For  clothing,  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  medical  and  hospital  department,  forty- 
two  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars. 

For  the  quartermaster's  department,  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  contingencies  of  the  Army,  forty  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  forage  for  officers,  in  addition  to  an  unex- 
pended balance  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  six 
thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars. 

For  fortifications,  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  for 
fuel,  maps,  plans,  books,  and  apparatus,  and  con- 
tingent expenses,  eighteen  thousand  three  hundred 
and  twenty-two  dollars ;  for  completing  the  build- 
ing, two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars ;  for  arrear- 
ages, prior  to  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighteen,  twenty-one  thousand  four  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  dollars  and  fifty-seven  cents ;  for 
cannon  and  snot,  to  fulfil  existing  contracts,  and 
for  the  purchase  of  flints,  and  timber  for  travelling 
carriages,  fifty-three  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  national  armories,  in  addition  to  the 
sum  of  fifty-six  thousand  dollars,  already  appro- 
priated, three  hundred  and  nineteen  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  the  current  expenses  of  the  ordnance  depart- 
ment, one  hundred  tnousand  dollars. 

For  the  completion  of  arsenals,  to  wit :  for  com- 
pleting the  arsenal  at  Au^sta,  in  Georgia,  twenty- 
seven  thousand  dollars ;  ior  completing  the  arsenal 
at  Baton  Rouge,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars ;  and 
at  Watertown,near  Boston,  eight  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  balance  due  to  certain  States,  in  addition 
to  an  unexpended  balance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  dol- 
lars, three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  arrearages,  in  addition  to  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, already  appropriated,  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  annual  allowance  to  the  invalid  pen- 
sioners of  the  United  States,  in  addition  to  an  un- 
expended balance  _pf  eighty-four  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  eighf^-two  dollars  and  twenty-nine 
cents,  three  hundred  and  forty-one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars  and  seventy-one 
cents. 

For  the  annual  allowance  to  the  Revolutionary 
pensioners,  under  the  act  of  the  eighteenth  March, 


one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  two 
millions  seven  hundred  and  thirty-six  thousand 
four  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

For  the  half-pay  of  widows  and  orphans,  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  current  expenses  of  the  Indian  depart- 
ment, during  the  present  year,  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  surveying  and  marking  boundary  lines  of 
'  Indian  cessions,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  making  a  survey  of  the  water-courses  trib- 
utary to  and  west  of  the  Mississippi,  also  those 
tributary  to  the  same  river  and  northwest  of  the 
Ohio,  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  making  a  survey,  maps,  and  charts,  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi,  from  the  rapids  of  the  Ohio 
at  Louisville,  to  the  Balize,  for  the  purpose  of 
facilitating  and  ascertaining  the  most  practicable 
mode  of  improving  the  navigation  of  those  rivers, 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  completing  the  public  road  through  the 
Creek  nation,  between  the  States  of  Georgia  and 
Alabama,  three  thousand  three  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  if  further  enacted,  That  the  sev- 
eral appropriations  herein  before  made,  shall  be 
paid  out  01  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  oth- 
erwise appropriated — [Approved,  April  14,  1820.J 


An  Act  to  continue  in  force  the  act  paased  on  the 
twentieth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighteen,  entitled  "An  act  aupplementary  to  an 
act,  entitled  'An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,'  passed  the  second 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-nine,"  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  j-c.  That  the  act  passed  on  the 
twentieth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plementary to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  regulate 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage, 
passed  the  second  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,"  shall  continue  in 
force  for  two  years  from  the  twentieth  day  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty, 
and  from  that  time  until  the  end  of  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  and  no  longer. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  all 
cases  of  entry  of  merchandise  for  the  benefit  of 
drawback,  the  time  of  twenty  days  shall  be  al- 
lowed, from  the  date  of  the  clearance  of  the  ship 
or  vessel  in  which  the  same  shall  be  laden,  for 
completing  the  entry,  and  taking  the  oath  re- 
quired by  Uw :  Provided,  That  the  exporter  shall, 
in  every  other  particular,  comply  with  the  regula- 
tions and  formalities  heretofore  established  for 
entries  of  exportation  for  the  benefit  of  drawback. 

Approved,  April  18,  1820. 


An  Act  to  establish  a  District  Court  in  the  State  of 

Alabama. 
Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  all  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  which  are  not  locally  inapplicable, 
shall  be  extended  to  the  State  of  Alabama,  and 
shall  have  the  same  force  and  effect  within  the 
same,  as  elsewhere  within  the  United  States. 
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Sec.  2.  jind  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
State  shall  be  one  district,  and  be  called  the  Ala- 
bama district;  and  a  district  court  shall  be  held  j 
therein,  to  consist  of  one  Judge,  who  shall  reside  j 
in  the  said  district,  and  be  called  the  district  judge,  i 
He  shall  hold,  alternately,  at  the  towns  of  Mobile  j 
and  Cahaba,  beginning  at  the  first,  four  stated  I 
sessions  annually;  the  first  to  commence  on  the 
first  Monday  in  April  next,  and  the  three  other 
sessions,   progressively,  on   the  first  Monday  of 
every  third  calendar  month  thereafter.     He  shall, 
in  all  things,  have  and  exercise  the  same  juris- 
diction and  powers  which  were  by  law  given  to 
the  judge  of  the  Kentucky  district,  under  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  judicial  courts  of 
the  United  States,"  and  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  establish 
the  judicial  courts  of  the  United  States,"  approved 
second  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-three.     He  shall  appoint  clerks  for  the  said 
district,  who  shall  reside,  and  keep  the  records  of 
the  court,  at  the  places  of  holding  the  same;  and 
shall  receive,  for  the  services  performed  by  them, 
the  same  fees  to  which  the  clerk  of  the  Kentucky 
district  is  entitled  for  similar  services. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  causes, 
actions,  indictments,  libels,  pleas,  processes,  and 
proceedings  whatsoever,  returnable,  commenced, 
depending,  or  in  any  manner  existing,  in  the  gen- 
eral court,  established  by  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  establish  a  separate  territorial  government  for 
the  eastern  part  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,"  by 
virtue  of  the  federal  jurisdiction  by  that  act 
granted,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  transferred 
to  the  said  district  court,  and  may  be  proceeded  in, 
shall  exist,  and  have  like  incidents  and  effects,  as 
if  they  had  been  originated,  and  been  proceeded  in, 
in  the  said  district  court. 

Sec  4.  Aiui  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  dock- 
ets, books,  records,  and  papers,  belonging  to  the 
said  general  court,  arising  out  of,  and  appertaining 
to,  its  federal  jurisdiction,  shall  be  transferred  to, 
and  become  the  dockets,  books,  records,  and  papers, 
of  the  said  district  court. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shall 
be  allowed  to  the  judge  of  the  said  district  court 
the  annual  compensation  of  fifteen  hundred  dol- 
lars, to  commence  from  the  dateof  his  appointment, 
to  be  paid  quarter  yearly,  at  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shall 
be  appointed,  in  the  said*district,  a  person  learned 
in  the  law,  to  act  as  Attorney  for  the  United 
States ;  who  shall,  in  addition  to  his  stated  fees, 
be  paid  by  the  United  States  two  hundred  dollars 
annually,  as  a  full  compensation  for  all  extra 
^  services. 

Sec  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  marshal 
shall  be  appointed  for  the  said  district,  who  shall 
perform  the  same  duties,  be  subject  to  the  same  reg- 
ulations and  penalties,  and  be  entitled  to  the  same 
fees,  as  are  prescribed  to  marshals  in  other  districts ; 
and  shall,  moreover,  be  entitled  to  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  annually,  as  a  compensa- 
tion for  all  extra  services. 

Approved,  AprU  21,  1820. 


An  Act  relative  to  the  Arkansas  Territory. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  act  of  Congress, 
passed  on  the  fourth  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve,  providing  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  as  modified 
by  the  act  of  Congress  passed  on  the  twenty-ninth 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six- 
teen, entitled  An  act  to  alter  certain  parts  of  the  act 
aforesaid,  shall  be  considered  as  applicable  to  the 
government  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and 
shall  have  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  the  said 
Territory,  in  organization  of  the  second  grade  of 
the  territorial  government  assumed  by  said  Terri- 
tory, under  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  second  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  estab- 
lishing the  Territory  of  Arkansas;  and  all  and 
every  step,  taken  under  the  last  mentioned  act, 
shall  be  considered  valid,  if  not  inconsistent  with 
the  three  before  recited  acts  taken  together. 

Approved,  April  21,  1820. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  State  to  cause  the 
laws  of  the  Michigan  Territory  to  be  printed  and 
distributed,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  laws  of  the  Michi- 
gan Territory  in  force,  shall  be  printed,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State ;  and  that  a 
competent  number  of  copies  thereof  shall  be  dis- 
tributed among  the  people  of  said  Territory,  as  the 
Governor  and  Judges  thereof  shall  direct :  Provi- 
ded, That  the  expense  of  such  printing  shall  not 
exceed  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  fifteen  sets 
of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States,  which  were 
compiled  by  order  of  Congress,  and  published  by 
Bioren  and  Duane,  in  one  thousand  eight  liundred 
and  fifteen,  shall  be  transmitted  by  the  Secretary 
of  State,  to  said  Territory,  to  be  distributed  therein, 
as  the  local  government  thereof  may  direct. 

Approved,  April  24,  1820. 


An  Act  making  further  provision  for  the  sale  of  the 
Public  Lands. 

Be  it  enacted,  <f  c.  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  July  next,  all  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States,  the  sale  of  which  is,  or  may  be,  authorized 
by  law,  shall,  when  offered  at  public  sale,  to  the 
highest  bidder,  be  offered  in  half  quarter  sections ; 
and,  when  offered  at  private  sale,  may  be  purchased, 
at  the  option  of  the  purchaser,  either  in  entire  sec- 
I  tions,  half  sections,  quarter  sections,  or  half  quarter 
sections ;  and  in  every  case  of  the  division  of  a 
I  quarter  section,  the  line  for  the  division  thereof 
i  shall  run  north  and  south,  and  the  corners  and 
contentsof  half-quarter  sections,  which  may  there- 
after be  sold,  shall  be  ascertained  in  the  manneiy 
and  on  the  principles,  directed  and  prescribed  by 
the  second  section  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
concerning  the  mode  of  surveying  the  public  lands 
of  the  United  States,"  passed  on  the  eleventh  day 
of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  five  ;  and  frac- 
tional sections,  containing  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  or  upwards,  shall,  in  like  manner,  as  nearly 
as  practicable,  be  subdivided  into  half  quarter 
sections,  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  may 
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be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ; 
but  fractional  sections,  containing  less  than  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  shall  not  be  divided,  but 
shall  be  sold  entire :  Provided^  That  this  section 
shall  not  be  construed  to  alter  any  special  provision 
made  by  law  for  the  sale  of  land  in  town  lots. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.,  That  credit 
shall  not  be  allowed  for  the  purchase  money  on 
the  sale  of  any  of  the  public  lands  which  shall  be 
sold  after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  but  every  pur- 
chaser of  land  sold  at  public  sale  thereafter,  shall, 
on  the  day  of  purchase,  make  complete  payment 
therefor;  and  the  purchaser  at  private  sale  shall 
produce  to  the  register  of  the  land  office,  a  receipt 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  or  from 
the  receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the  district,  for 
the  amount  of  the  purchase  money  on  any  tract, 
before  he  shall  enter  the  same  at  the  land  office; 
and  if  any  person,  being  the  highest  bidder,  at  pub- 
lic sale,  lor  a  tract  of  land,  shall  fail  to  make  pay- 
ment therefor,  on  the  day  on  which  the  same  was 
purchased,  the  tract  shall  be  again  offered  at  public 
sale,  on  the  next  day  of  sale,  and  such  person  shall 
not  be  capable  of  becoming  the  purchaser  of  that 
or  any  other  tract  offered  at  ^uch  public  sales. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  the  price  at  which 
the  public  lands  shall  be  offered  for  sale,  shall  be 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  an  acre;  and  at 
every  public  hale,  the  highest  bidder,  who  shall 
make  payment  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  the  purchaser  ; 
but  no  lands  shall  be  sold,  either  at  puolic  or  pri- 
vate sale,  for  a  less  price  than  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  an  acre  ;  and  all  the  public  lands 
which  shall  have  been  offered  at  public  sale  before 
the  first  day  of  July  next,  and  which  shall  then 
reraam  unsold,  as  well  as  the  lands  that  shall  there- 
after be  offered  at  public  sale,  according  to  law, 
and  remain  unsold  at  the  close  of  such  public  sale, 
shall  be  subject  to  be  sold  at  private  sale,  by  entry 
at  the  land  office,  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cents  an  acre,  to  be  paid  at  the  time  of  making 
such  entry  as  aforesaid,  with  the  exception,  how- 
ever, of  the  lands  which  may  have  reverted  to  the 
United  States,  for  failure  in  payment,  and  of  the 
heretofore  reserved  sections  for  the  future  disposal 
of  Congress,  in  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana, 
which  shall  be  offered  at  public  sale,  as  hereinafter 
directed. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.,  That  no  lands 
which   have  reverted,  or   which  shall   hereafter 
revert  and  become  forfeited  to  the  United  States, 
for  failure  in  any  manner  to  make  payment,  shall, 
after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  be  subject  to  entry 
at  private  sale,  nor  until  the  same  hhall  have  been 
first  offered  to  the  highest  bidder  at  public  sate; 
.  ,    and  all  such  lands,  which  shall  have  reverted  be- 
,    fore  the  said  first  day  of  July  next,  and  which 
,  *._:  shall  then  belong  to  the  United  Slates,  together 
'  '/with  the  sections,  and  parts  of  sections,  heretofore 
reserved  for  the  future  disposal  of  Congress,  which 
shall,  at  the  time  aforesaid,  remain  unsold,  shall 
be  offered  at  public  sale  to  tne  highest  bidder,  who 
shall  make  payment  therefor,  in  half  quarter  sec- 
tions, at  the  land  office  for  the  respective  districts, 
on  such  day  or  days  as  shall,  by  proclamation  of 
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the  President  of  the  United  States,  be  designated 
for  that  purpose ;  and  all  lands  which  shall  revert 
and  become  forfeited  for  failure  of  payment  after 
the  said  first  day  of  July  next,  shall  be  offered,  in 
like  manner,  at  public  sale,  at  such  times  as  the 
President  shall,  by  his  proclamation,  designate  for 
the  purpose:  Provided,  That  no  such  lands  shall 
be  sold  at  any  public  sales  hereby  authorized,  for 
a  less  price  than  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents 
an  acre,  nor  on  any  other  terms  than  that  of  cash 
payment ;  and  all  the  lands  offered  at  such  public 
sales,  and  which  shall  remain  unsold  at  the  close 
thereof,  shall  be  subject  to  entry  at  private  sale,  in 
the  same  manner,  and  at  the  same  price,  with  the 
other  lands  sold  at  private  sale  at  the  respective 
land  offices. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  seve- 
ral public  sales  authorized  by  this  act  shall,  re- 
spectively, be  kept  open  for  two  weeks,  and  no 
longer ;  and  the  registers  of  the  land  office,  and 
the  receivers  of  public  money,  shall  each,  respec- 
tively, be  entitled  to  five  dollars  for  each  day's  at- 
tendance thereon. 

Sec  6.  And  be  it  further  enacteti,  That,  in  every 
case  hereafter,  where  two  or  more  persons  shall 
apply  for  the  purchase,  at  private  sale,  of  the  same 
tract,  at  the  same  time,  the  register  shall  determine 
the  preference,  by  forthwith  offering  the  tract  to 
the  highest  bidder. 

Approved,  April  24,  1820. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  several  acta  for  the  eatabliahment 
and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy 
Departmenta. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc..,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Secretary  ot  the  Treasury,  to  cause  to  be  car- 
ried to  the  accountof  the  surplus  fund  any  moneys 
appropriated  for  the  Department  of  War,  or  of  the 
Navy,  which  may  remain  unexpended  in  the 
Treasury,  or  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  or 
agent  for  those  Departments,  whenever  he  shall 
be  informed,  by  the  Secretaries  of  those  Depart- 
ments, that  the  object  for  which  the  appropriation 
was  made  has  been  effected.  And  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments, to  cause  any  balance  of  moneys  drawn  out 
of  the  Trea.sury,  which  shall  remain  unexpended, 
after  the  object  for  which  the  appropriation  was 
made  shall  be  effected,  to  be  repaid  to  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States;  and  such  moneys,  when  so 
repaid,  shall  be  carried  to  the  surplus  fund. 

Sec.  2.  Awl  be  U  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  War  and  Navy 
Departments  to  lay  before  Congress,  on  the  first 
day  of  February,  of  each  year,  a  statement  of  the 
appropriations  of  the  preceding  year,  for  their 
Departments,  respectively,  showing  the  amount 
appropriated  under  each,  and  the  balance  remain- 
ing unexpended,  cither  in  the  Treasury,  or  in  the 
Treasurer's  hands,  as  agent  of  the  War  or  Navy 
Departments,  on  the  thirty-first  December  preced- 
ing: And  it  shall  bo  further  the  duty  of  the  Sec- 
retaries aforesaid,  to  estimate  the  probable  de- 
mands which  may  remain  on  each  appropriation 
and  the  balance  shall  be  deducted   from  the  esti- 
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mates  of  their  Departments,  respectively,  for  the 
service  of  the  current  year;  and  accounts  shall 
also  be  annually  rendered,  in  manner  and  form  as 
aforesaid,  exhibiting  the  sums  expended  out  of  the 
estimates  aforesaid,  and  the  balance,  if  any,  which 
may  remain  on  hand,  together  with  such  informa- 
tion, connected  with  the  same,  as  shall  be  deemed 
proper.  And  whenever  any  moneys,  appropriated 
to  the  Department  of  War,  or  of  the  Navy,  shall 
leman  unex))ended,  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer, 
as  agent  of  either  of  those  Departments,  for  more 
than  two  years  after  the  expiration  of  the  calendar 
year  in  which  the  act  of  appropriation  shall  have 
neen  passed,  or  to  which  it  refers,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  such  Department  to  in- 
form the  Secretary  ot  the  Treasury  of  the  fact,  and 
the  Secretary  shall  thereupon  cause  such  moneys 
to  be  carried  to  the  account  of  the  surplus  fund : 
Provided,  That,  when  an  act  making  an  appropri- 
ation shall  assign  a  longer  duration  for  the  com- 
pletion of  its  object,  no  transfer  of  any  unexpend- 
ed balance,  to  the  account  of  the  surplus  fund, 
shall  be  made,  until  the  expiration  of  the  time 
fixed  in  such  act. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  tnaded.  That,  in  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, for  t>ervices  or  supplies  accruing  prior  to  the 
first  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifteen,  the  expenditures  shall  be  charged  to  ar- 
rearages, and  tne  balances  of  public  money  here- 
after recovered  out  of  advances  made  in  the  War 
Department,  for  service  or  supplies,  prior  to  the 
date  aforesaid,  shall  be  returned  to  the  Treasury, 
and,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  be  carried 
to  the  surplus  fund. 

Sec.  4.  Aiui  be  it  further  enacted,  That  nothing 
contained  in  the  act  of  March  third,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nine,  entitled  "An  act  further 
to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the  establishment 
and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy 
Departments,"  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  allow 
any  appropriation  whatever  for  the  service  of  one 
year  to  be  transferred  to  another  branch  of  expendi- 
ture in  a  different  year,  nor  shall  any  appropria- 
tions be  d(?emed  subject  to  be  transferred  under 
the  provisions  of  the  abovementioned  act,  after 
they  shall  have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer,  as  agent  of  the  War  or  Navy  Depart- 
ments. 

Sec  6.  And  be  i/.  further  enacted,  That  the  above- 
mentioned  act,  of  the  third  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nine,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  so  amended,  that  the  Pre.Mdent  shall  be  au- 
thorized to  direct  a  portion  of  the  moneys  appro- 
priated for  any  one  of  the  following  branches  of 
expenditures  in  the  Military  department,  viz:  For 
the  subsistence  of  the  Army,  for  forage,  for  the 
medical  and  hospital  departments,  for  the  quarter- 
master's department,  to  be  applied  to  any  of  the 
above  mentioned  branches  of  expenditure  in  the 
same  department ;  and  that  the  President  shall  be 
also  further  authorized,  to  direct  a  portion  of  the 
moneys  appropriated  for  any  of  the  following 
branches  or  the  Naval  department,  viz:  For  pro- 
visions, for  medicine  and  hospital  stores,  for  repairs 
of  vessels,  for  clothing,  to  be  applied  to  any  other 


of  the  above  mentioned  branches  of  expenditure  in 
the  same  department;  and  that  no  transfers  of  ap- 
propriation, from  or  to  other  branches  of  expendi- 
ture, shall  be  hereafter  made. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enaOed,  That  no  coo- 
tract  shall  hereafter  be  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  or  of  the  Treasury,  or  of  the  Department  of 
War,  or  of  the  Navy,  except  under  a  law  author- 
izing the  same,  or  under  an  appropriation  adequate 
to  its  fulfilment;  and  excepting,  also,  contracts  for 
the  subsistence  and  clothing  of  the  Army  or  Navy, 
and  contracts  by  the  quarterma.ster  department, 
which  may  be  made  by  the  Secretaries  of  those 
departments. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  land 
shall  be  purchased  on  account  of  the  United  States, 
except  under  a  law  authorizing  such  purchase. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  an- 
nex to  the  annual  estimates  of  the  appropriations 
required  for  the  public  service,  a  statement  of  the 
appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  year  which 
may  have  been  made  by  former  acts ;  and  also  a 
statement  of  the  sums  remaining  in  the  Treasury, 
or  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  as  agent  of  the 
War  and  Navy  Departments,  from  the  appropria- 
tions of  former  years,  estimating  the  amount  of 
those  sums  which  will  not  be  required  to  defray 
expen.ses  incurred  in  a  previous  year,  and  showing 
the  whole  amount  which  will  be  subject  to  the  dis- 
position of  the  Executive  Government  in  the  year 
to  which  the  estinaates  apply. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  second 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  making  appro- 
priation for  the  payment  of  the  arrearages  which 
have  been  incurred  for  the  support  of  the  Military 
Establishment  previous  to  the  first  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen^"  passed 
on  the  sixteenth  day  of  February,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  be,  and  is  hereby,  re- 
pealed.— [Approved,  May  1,  1820.] 


An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and 
naval  tervice  of  the  United  States  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war."  passed  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen. 

Be  it  enacted,  4fC.,  That  no  person  who  now  is. 
or  hereafter  may  be,  placed  on  the  pension  list  of 
the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in 
the  land  and  naval  service  of  the  United  States  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,"  passed  on  the  eighteenth 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighteen,  shall,  after  the  payment  of  that  part  of 
the  pension  wnich  became  due  on  the  fourth  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twen- 
tyj  continue  to  receive  the  pension  granted  by  the 
said  act,  until  he  shall  have  exhibited  to  some  court 
of  record  in  the  county,  city,  or  borough,  in  which 
he  resides,  a  schedule,  subscribed  by  him,  contain- 
ing his  whole  estate  and  income,  (his  necessary 
clothing  and  bedding  excepted.)  and  shall  have 
(before  the  said  court,  or  one  of  tne  judges  thereof) 
taken  and  subscribed,  and  produced  to  the  said 
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court,  the  following  oath  or  affirmatioD,  to  wit : 
"  I,  A.  B.,  do  soleniDly  swear  or  affirm,  (as  the  case 
may  be,)  that  I  was  a  resident  citizen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  on  the  eighteenth  dav  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  and  that  I 
have  not,  since  that  time,  by  gift,  sale,  or  in  any 
manner  whatever,  disposed  of  my  property,  or  any 
part  thereof,  with  intent  thereby  so  to  diminish  it 
as  to  bring  myself  within  the  provisions  of  an  act 
of  Congress,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  cer- 
tain persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,'  passed  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eignteen,  and  that  I 
have  not,  nor  has  any  person  in  trust  for  me,  any 
property  or  securities,  contracts  or  debts,  due  to 
me;  nor  have  I  any  income,  other  than  what  is 
contained  in  the  schedule  hereto  annexed,  and  by 
me  subscribed :"  nor  until  such  person  shall  have 
delivered,  or  caused  to  be  delivered,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  a  copy  of  the  aforesaid  schedule  and 
oatn  or  affirmation,  certified  by  the  clerk  of  the 
court  to  which  the  said  schedule  was  delivered, 
together  with  the  opinion  of  the  said  court,  also 
certified  by  their  clerk,  of  the  value  of  the  property 
contained  in  the  said  schedule:  Provided^  That,  in 
every  case  in  which  the  pensioner  may  be  insane, 
or  incapable  of  taking  an  oath,  the  court  may  re- 
ceive the  said  schedule  without  the  aforesaid  oath 
or  affirmation,  from  the  committee,  or  other  per- 
son authorized  to  take  care  of  such  person. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  origi- 
nal schedule,  or  oath  or  affirmation,  shall  be  filed 
in  the  clerk's  office  of  the  court  to  which  the  sche- 
dule, and  oath  or  affirmation  aforesaid  .shall  be 
exhibited;  and  any  person  who  shall  swear  or 
affirm  falsely  in  the  premises,  and  be  thereof  con- 
victed, shall  suffer  as  for  wilful  and  corrupt  per- 
jury. 

Sec.  3.  Atui  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  on  the 
receipt  of  the  copy  of  the  schedule  and  oath,  or 
affirmation  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  War  Department  to  cause  to  be 
struck,  Irom  the  list  of  pensioners  under  the  said 
act,  the  name  of  such  person,  in  case  the  said  per- 
son shall  not,  in  his  opinion,  be  in  such  indigent 
circumstances  as  to  be  unable  to  support  himself 
without  the  assistance  of  his  country:  Provided, 
That  every  person  who  shall  have  been  placed  on 
the  pension  list  in  consequence  of  disability,  from 
known  wounds  received  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  who  shall  have  relinquished  such  pension  in 
order  to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefit  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act,  to  which  this  is  an  amendment, 
who,  by  virtue  of  this  section,  may  be  stricken 
from  the  pension  list,  shall  be  forthwith  restored 
to  the  pension  so  relinquished. 

Approved,  May  1,  1820. 


An  Act  to  increase  the  allowance  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Orphans'  Court  in  the  counties  of  Washington  and 
Alexandria. 

Be  it  enacted,  <^c.,  That,  from  and  after  the  pass- 
ing of  this  act,  the  judge  of  the  orphans'  court  for  the 
county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  the  judge  of  the  orphans'  court  for  the 


county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  same  District,  shall, 
each,  be  entitled  to  receive,  in  lieu  of  his  present 
compensation,  the  sura  of  six  dollars  for  every  day 
he  shall  attend  in  the  execution  of  his  office;  to 
be  paid  in  the  same  manner  as  is  now  by  law  di- 
rected. 
Approved,  May  1,  1820. 

An  Act  confirming  the  proceedings  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  village  of  Cahokia,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  in 
laying  out  a  (own  on  the  commons  of  said  village. 

Be  it  enaded,  ^c.  That  the  proceedings  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  village  of  Cahokia,  in  the  State 
of  Illinois,  by  their  agents,  Jesse  B.  Thomas,  John 
Hay,  John  Hays,  Nicholas  Jarrot,  and  Francis 
Turcotte,  in  laying  out  a  town  called  Illinois 
city,  on  one  of  the  tracts  of  land  confirmed  to 
them  as  a  common,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  passed 
on  the  twentieth  February,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve,  and  the  distribution  made  by 
the  said  agents,  of  the  lots,  amongst  the  inhabitants 
of  the  said  village  of  Cahokia,  be,  and  the  same 
are  hereby,  confirmed. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
Jesse  B.  Thomas,  John  Hay,  John  Hays,  Nicholas 
Jarrot,  and  Francis  Turcotte,  or  any  three  of 
them,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  con- 
vey, by  deed,  in  fee  simple,  the  lots  that  have  here- 
tofore been  distributed  as  aforesaid,  to  those  per- 
sons, or  their  legal  representatives,  to  whom  distri- 
bution as  aforesaid  was  made. 

Approved,  May  1,  1820. 


An  Act  concerning  the  Banks  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  charters  of  the  seve- 
ral incorporated  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
now  paying  specie,  and  during  such  time  only  as 
such  banks  respectively  shall  continue  to  pay  spe- 
cie, be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  extended  to  the 
first  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-two,  any  thing  in  the  said  charters  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding  ;  and  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  Columbia  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  de- 
clared to  be,  limited  in  its  duration,  to  the  .said 
first  day  of  June,  one  thou.sand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-two :  Provided,  That  this  act  shall  be  of  no 
force  or  effect  to  extend  any  charter  aforesaid,  till 
a  majority  in  interest  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
several  banks,  whose  charters  may  be  hereby  ex- 
tended, shall  file  their  declarations,  in  writing,  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  assent- 
ing to,  and  accepting  the  benefit  of  this  act. 

Approved,  May  4,  1820. 


An  Act  further  to  regulate  the  Medical  Department  of 

the  Army. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  Apothecary  General, 
and  the  Assistant  Apothecaries  General,  shall  seve- 
rally give  bonds  to  the  United  States,  with  good 
and  sufficient  security,  for  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  their  duties,  in  such  sums  as  shall  be  re- 
quired by  the  Surgeon  General  of  the  Army,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  War  Department. 

Approved,  May  8,  1820. 
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Ad  Act  for  the  benefit  of  the  Columbian  Institute,  es- 
tablished for  the  promotion  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  in 
the  City  of  Washington. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  there  be  granted,  during 
the  pleasure  of  Congress,  to  the  Columbian  Insti- 
tute for  the  promotion  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  the 
use  and  improvement  of  a  tract  of  public  land  in 
the  City  of  Washington,  not  exceeding  five  acres, 
to  be  located  under  the  direction  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
the  said  Columbian  Institute  to  effect  the  object  of 
their  incorporation  :  Proxfided,  That  whenever  the 
said  Institute  shall  be  dissolved,  or  cease  to  exist, 
or  to  employ  the  said  tract  of  land  for  the  pur- 
poses aforesaid,  all  right,  title,  and  interest,  hereby 
granted  to  the  same,  shall  revert  to,  and  ves^  in, 
the  United  States,  as  completely  as  if  such  grant 
had  never  been  made. 
Approved,  May  8,  1820. 


An  Act  to  establish  additional  Land  Offices  in  the 
States  of  Alabama  and  IlUnois. 

Be  it  enacted,  <^c..  That,  for  the  sale  of  the  un- 
appropriated puolic  lands  in  the  State  of  Alabama, 
the  following  districts  shall  be  formed,  and  land 
offices  therefor  established :  All  the  public  lands, 
as  aforesaid,  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  line 
which  separates  townships  numbered  fourteen  and 
fifteen,  in  the  district  of  Huntsville;  on  the  south, 
by  the  line  which  separates  townships  twenty-two 
and  twenty-three,  in  the  district  oi  Cahaba,  and 
the  district  east  of  Pearl  river;  and  on  the  east 
and  west,  by  the  lines  of  the  State  of  Alabama ; 
shall  form  a  district,  for  which  a  land  office  shall 
be  established  at  Tuscaloosa.  And  all  the  public 
lands,  as  aforesaid,  bounded  on  the  south,  by  the 
southern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Alabama ;  on 
the  west,  by  the  line  separating  ranges  four  and 
five,  east  of  the  basis  meridian,  to  tne  line  sepa- 
rating townships  five  and  six  north,  in  the  district 
of  Cahaba;  thence,  east,  with  said  line,  to  the 
line  separating  ranges  twenty  and  twenty-one ; 
thence,  north,  with  said  line,  to  the  line  separating 
townships  eleven  and  twelve;  thence,  east,  with 
said  line,  to  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  State  of 
Alabama,  and  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  eastern 
boundary  of  said  State;  shall  form  a  district,  for 
which  a  land  office  shall  be  established  at  Cone- 
cuh Courthouse. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much 
of  the  public  land,  heretofore  included  in  the 
Shawneetown  land  district,  as  lies  east  of  the 
third  principal  meridian,  north  of  the  base  line, 
and  west  of  the  range  line,  between  ranges  num- 
bered eight  and  nine,  east  of  the  said  third  princi- 
pal meridian,  shall  constitute  a  separate  land  dis- 
trict; and.  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  therein, 
there  shall  be  a  land  office  established  at  Vanda- 
lia,  the  seat  of  government  for  the  State  of  Illinois. 
Sec.  3.  And  be  U  further  enaded,  That  so  much 
of  the  public  land  as  lies  north  of  the  base  line, 
east  of  the  aforesaid  range  line,  and  west  of  the 
Big  Wabash  river,  as  lies  in  the  State  of  Illinois, 
shall  also  constitute  a  separate  land  district;  and 
for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  there  shall  be  a 


land  office  established  at  the  town  of  Palestine,  on 
the  Wabash  river. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enaded.  That  there  shall 
be  a  register  and  receiver  appointed  to  each  of  the 
aforesaid  land  offices,  to  superintend  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands  in  their  respective  districts,  who 
shall  reside  at  the  places  designated  in  their  re- 
spective districts,  at  which  the  offices  are  fixed, 
give  security  in  the  same  manner,  in  the  same 
sums,  and  whose  compensation,  emoluments,  and 
duties,  and  authority,  shall,  in  every  resjiect,  be 
the  same,  in  relation  to  the  lands  wnich  shall  be 
disposed  of  at  their  offices,  as  are  or  may  be  by 
law  provided  in  relation  to  the  registers  and  re- 
ceivers of  public  moneys  in  the  several  offices  es- 
tablished for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands. 

Sec  5.  And  he  it  further  enaded.  That  the  pro- 
visions of  the  second,  third,  and  fifth  sections  of 
the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  designate  the  bounda- 
ries of  districts,  and  establish  land  offices,  for  the 
disposal  of  the  public  lands,  not  heretofore  offered 
for  sale,  in  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,"  ap- 
proved March  the  third,  eighteen  hundred  and 
nineteen,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  made  ap- 
plicable to  the  aforesaid  districts  and  offices,  so 
far  as  they  are  not  changed  by  subsequent  laws  of 
the  United  States. 

Approved,  May  11,  1820. 


An  Act  to  revive  the  powers  of  the  Commissioners  for 
ascertaining  and  deciding  on  claims  to  land  in  the 
district  of  Detroit,  and  for  settling  the  claims  to  land 
at  Green  Bay  and  Prairie  des  Chiens,  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan. 

Be  it  enaded,  ^c,  That  the  powers  of  the  com- 
missioners, for  ascertaining  and  deciding  on  the 
rights  of  persons  claiming  lands  in  the  district  of 
Detroit,  as  defined  by  the  second  section  of  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  granting  of  pat- 
ents for  land,  according  to  the  surveys  that  have 
been  made,  and  to  grant  donation  rights  to  certain 
claimants  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  passed  on  the  twenty-third  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve, 
shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  revived.  And  the  said 
commissioners  shall  perform  the  duties  therein 
prescribed,  in  relation  to  the  claims  which  have 
been  filed  with  the  register  of  the  land  office  for 
the  said  district,  in  pursuance  of  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  allowing  further  time  for  entering  dona- 
tion rights  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Detroit." 
And  the  said  commissioners  shall  also  have  power 
to  examine  and  decide,  according  to  the  laws  re- 
specting the  same,  the  claims  which  have  been 
filed  with  the  register  of  the  land  office,  and  not 
heretofore  decided  on;  and  they  shall  transmit 
their  report,  and  transcripts  of  their  decisions,  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  be  laid  before 
Confess,  In  the  manner  directed  by  former  laws 
providing  for  the  adjustment  of  such  claims. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enaded.  That  the  said 
commissioners  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  employ,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  a  person  capable  of 
translating  the  French  language,  as  an  agent,  for 
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the  purpose  of  ascertaiDing  the  titles  and  claims 
to  land  at  the  settlements  of  Green  Bay  and  Prairie 
des  Chiens.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  agent 
to  give  public  notice,  at  each  of  the  said  settle- 
ments, of  the  time  and  place  therein  at  which  he 
shall  attend  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  notices 
and  evidences  of  titles  and  claims  to  lands  within 
the  same.  And  every  person  having  title  or  claim 
to  lands  within  the  settlements  aforesaid,  shall  pro- 
duce the  evidence  of  his  title  or  claim  to  the  said 
agent,  who  shall  record  the  same  in  books  to  be 
kept  for  that  purpose.  And,  after  the  said  agent 
shall  have  remained  at  the  places  aforesaid  a 
time  sufficient  for  the  inhabitants  to  produce  the 
evidence  of  their  claims,  he  shall  make  his  report 
thereof  to  the  said  commissioners,  who  shall  have 
power  to  examine  and  decide  on  the  claims  so  re- 
ported to  them,  according  to  the  laws  for  adjusting 
and  settling  the  claims  to  land  in  the  district  of 
Detroit,  except  that  which  relates  to  donations  of 
vacant  land  adjacent  to  the  land  confirmed,  shall 
not  be  considered  applicable  to  claims  in  the  settle- 
ments aforesaid.  And  the  said  commissioners  shall 
transmit  their  report,  and  transcripts  of  their  deci- 
sions, 10  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  or  be- 
fore the  first  of  October,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  to  be  laid  before 
Congress  at  their  next  session  thereafter,  in  the 
same  manner  as  was  directed  by  law  in  respect  to 
the  claims  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Detroit. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  agent 
aforesaid  shall  take  an  oath  for  the  faithful  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  enjoined  on  him;  and  he  shall 
conform,  in  dischargmg  the  said  duties,  to  such 
general  instructions  as  shall  be  given  him  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  and  the  said  commis- 
sioners and  agent  shall  each  receive  five  hundred 
dollars,  as  full  compensation  for  the  services  to  be 
performed  under  this  act,  together  with  the  record- 
ing fees  to  the  agent,  and  allowance  to  the  register, 
for  a  certificate  of  confirmation  for  donation  rights, 
provided  for  by  former  laws. 

Approved,  May  11,  1820. 


however,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  person 
claiming  the  benefit  of  this  act  to  prove,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land 
office  at  Vincennes,  that  they  arc  entitled  thereto, 
according  to  its  true  intent  and  meaning. 

Sec.  2.  Aitd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  per- 
son who  would  have  been  entitled  to  the  right  oi 
pre-emption,  in  the  said  Vincennes  district,  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  the  said  recited  act,  passed 
the  fifth  day  of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirteen,  had  it  been  so  construed  as  to  embrace 
them,  and  who  did  not  become  the  purchaser  of 
any  tract  of  land,  to  which  such  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion would  have  attached,  shall  be  allowed  till  the 
first  day  of  September  next,  to  prove,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  register  and  receiver  at  Vincennes. 
that  they  would  have  been  so  entitled;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  register,  when  the  satisfaction 
aforesaid  shall  be  made,  to  grant  a  certificate  to 
every  such  person,  or  their  legal  representatives, 
stating  therein  that  such  person  would  have  been 
entitled  to  such  right  of  pre-emption,  and  that  he 
did  not  become  the  purcnaser  thereof,  neither  at 
public  nor  private  sale.  And  every  such  person, 
or  his  legal  representatives,  shall,  upon  producing 
such  certificate  to  the  register  of  any  land  office, 
in  the  State  of  Illinois,  be  allowed  to  enter  one 
quarter  section  of  land  each,  at  the  minimum  price 
fixed  by  the  United  States,  of  any  land  which  may 
be  surveyed  previous  to  the  first  day  of  September 
next,  whether  the  same  shall  have  been  offered  at 
public  sale  or  not. 

Approved,  May  11,  1820. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  crrtaio  seUlere  in  the  State  of 
lUiuois,  who  reside  wiibin  the  Vincennes  land  dia« 
trict. 

Be  it.  enactedy  fc,  That  every  person  who  would 
have  been  entitled  to  the  rij^ht  of  pre-emption,  ac- 
cording to  the  prori.Mons  ot  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the  purchase 
of  lands  to  certain  settlers  m  the  Illinois  Terri- 
tory," pa-ssed  February  fifth,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirteen,  provided  said  act  had  been 
so  construed  as  to  embrace  those  who  were  living 
within  the  limits  of  the  Vincennes  land  district, 
and  who  became  the  purchaser,  at  public  sale,  of 
the  said  land,  to  which  the  right  of  pre-emption 
would  have  so  attached,  at  more  than  two  dollars 
per  acre,  .shall  be  entitled  to  a  certificate  for  the 
amount  so  paid,  or  to  be  paid,  exceeding  two  dol- 
lars per  acre,  from  the  register  of  the  land  office 
at  Vincennes;  which  certificate  shall  be  receivable 
m  payment  of  any  debt  due  to  the  United  Slates  , 
on  account  of  the  sale  of  public  land:  ProvitUd, 


An  Act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for  the  ad- 
justment of  land  clauns  in  the  State  of  Louimna. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  claims  for  lands 
within  the  eastern  district  of  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana, described  by  the  register  and  receiver  of  the 
said  districts,  in  their  report  to  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  bearing  date  the  twen- 
tieth day  of  IVovember,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixteen,  and  recommended  in  the  said 
report  for  confirmation,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
confirmed  against  any  claim  on  the  {art  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  per- 
son or  persons,  claiming  lands  within  that  part  of 
Louisiana  lying  west  of  the  river  Mississippi,  in- 
cluding the  island  of  New  Orleans,  founded  upon 
any  Spanish  grant,  concession,  or  order  of  survey, 
and  whose  claims  have  not  heretofore  been  filed 
in  the  proper  office,  may,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  July  next,  and  until  the  thirty-first  day  of 
December  thereafter,  deliver  notices  in  writing,  and 
the  written  evidencesof  their  claims,  to  the  register  of 
the  land  district  within  which  such  lands  may  be  sit- 
uate, within  the  said  State,  and  thesaid  notices  and 
evidences,  so  delivered,  within  the  time  limited  by 
this  act,  shall,  by  the  said  registers,  be  recorded,  in 
books  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  for  which  service 
a  compensation  shall  be  received  from  such  claim- 
ants, at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  cents  for  every 
hundred  words.  And  the  rights  of  such  persons 
as  shall  neglect  so  doing,  within  the  time  limited 
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by  this  act,  shall,  so  far  as  they  are  derived  from,  ' 
or  founded  on,  any  act  of  Congress,  ever  after  be 
barred,  and  become  void,  and  theevidences  of  their 
claims  never  after  admitted  as  evidence  in  any 
court  of  the  United  States,  against  any  grant  de- 
rived from  the  United  States. 

Sec  3,  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
registers  shall,  on  the  first  day  of  January  next, 
make  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  report  of 
all  the  claims  filed  in  their  respective  offices,  in 
pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  together 
with  the  substance  of  the  evidence  in  support 
thereof,  with  their  opinion  of  the  credit  to  which 
such  evidence  is  entitled. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  eiiacted,  That  every 
person,  or  persons,  claiming  land  within  that  part 
of  Louisiana  described  in  the  preceding  section, 
founded  upon  any  Spanish  grant,  concession,  or  or- 
der of  survey,  who  had  filed  their  notices  of  claims 
in  the  proper  office,  according  to  former  laws,  and 
whose  claims  have  not  been  confirmed,  may,  at 
any  time  before  the  thirty-first  day  of  Decem- 
ber next,  deliver  additional  written  evidence,  or 
other  testimony,  in  support  of  their  claims,  the 
notice  of  which  had  been  filed  as  aforesaid,  to  the 
said  registers,  and  the  evidence  so  delivered  or  of- 
fered, snail  be  recorded  in  books  to  be  kept  for  that 
purpose,  for  which  service  a  compensation  shall 
be  received,  from  such  claimants,  at  the  rate  of 
twenty-five  cents  for  every  hundred  words.  And 
the  rights  of  such  persons  as  shall  neglect  so  doing, 
within  the  time  limited  by  this  act,  shall,  so  far 
as  they  are  derived  from,  or  founded  on,  any  act  of 
Congress,  ever  after  be  barred  and  become  void, 
and  the  evidences  of  their  claims  never  after 
admitted  as  evidence  in  any  court  of  the  United 
States  against  any  grant  derived  from  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  eitacted,  That  the  said 
registers  shall,  on  the  first  day  of  January  next, 
make  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  report  of 
the  claims  in  which  additional  evidence  shall  have 
been  filed  in  their  respective  offices,  together  with 
the  substance  of  the  evidence  so  filed,  with  their 
opinion  of  the  credit  to  which  such  evidence  is  en 


act  passed  for  the  same  purpose,"  and  approved 
February  sixteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eleven,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  revived 
and  continued,  for  the  term  of  two  years  from  and 
after  the  passing  of  this  act. 

Sec.  S.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
registers,  in  addition  to  the  compensation  herein 
prescribed,  shall  receive,  in  full  for  the  services' 
required  of  them,  respectively,  by  this  act,  the  sum 
of  six  hundred  dollars,  which  shall  be  paid  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 

Approved,  May  11,  1820. 


titled,  and  such  other  information  as  the  examina- 
tion of  such  cases,  under  any  former  law,  may  have 
placed  in  their  power  or  possession. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall 
be  Ihe  daty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as 
soon  as  the  reports  of  the  said  registers  shall  be 
received,  to  proceed  to  the  examination  of  the 
claims  aforesaid,  and  to  report  to  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress  a  list  of  the  cases  which,  in  his 
opinion,  ought  to  be  confirmed,  together  with  the 
reasons  upon  which  his  opinion  may  be  found- 
ed :  Provided,  <n»rmtheles$.  That  no  claim  shall  be 
so  recommended  for  confirmation,  which  contains 
more  than  the  quantity  contained  in  a  league 
square. 

Sbc.  7.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the  fifth 
section  of  the  act  of  the  third  day  of  March,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  eleven,  entitled  ''An  act  provi- 
ding for  the  final  adjustment  of  claims  to  lands, 
and  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Territo- 
ries of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,  and  to  repeal  the 


An  Act  extending  the  time  allowed  for  the  redemption 
of  lands  sold  for  direct  taxes,  in  certain  cases. 

Be  it  eiuicted,  tf-c.  That  the  time  allowed  for  the 
redemption  of  lands  which  have  been  or  may  be 
sold  for  the  payment  of  taxes,  under  the  act  passed 
the  ninth  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifteen,  so  far  as  the  same  regards  the 
direct  tax  of  six  millions  of  dollars,  laid  in  that 
year:  or  under  the  act  passed  the  fifth  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  . 
so  far  as  the  same  regards  the  direct  tax  of  three- 
millions  of  dollars,  laid  in  that  year,  and  purchased  "^ 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  be  extended  three 
years  beyond  the  time  heretofore  allowed:  Pro- 
vided, Tnat  such  extension  of  time  shall  not  be 
beyond  the  first  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-one,  and  that,  on  such  redemp- 
tion, interest  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  twenty  per 
centum  per  annum  on  the  taxes  aforesaid,  and  ad- 
ditions of  tw^cnty  per  centum  chargeable  thereon; 
and  the  right  to  redeem  shall  inure  as  well  to  per- 
sons holding  an  equitable  or  revisionary  interest 
in  lands  so  purchased  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  as  to  the  original  owners  thereof. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  where  any 
person  or  persons,  who  has  or  have  purchased  lands  ; 
or  tenements,  sold  for  the  non-payment  of  the  di- 
rect tax,  shall  be  entitled  to  have  a  deed  for  the 
same,  but,  from  the  death  or  removal  of  the  col- 
lector, or  from  any  other  cause,  there  is  no  officer 
who,  by  the  existing  laws,  is  authorized  to  make  a 
deed,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  person  or  persons  > 
to  apply,  by  petition,  to  the  district  judge  of  the.- 
district  in  which  such  lands  or  tenen>ents  are  sit- 
uate, setting  forth  the  circumstances  of  the  ca.s^^. 
and,  upon  due  proof  being  made,  to  the  satisfac* 
tion  01  such  judge,  that  such  person  or  persons  is:, 
or  are  a  purchaser  or  purchasers  as  afore.said,  and 
has  or  have  fully  complied  with  all  conditions  of 
sale,  and  is  or  are  entitled  to  have  a  deed,  and  that 
there  is  no  officer  who,  by  the  existing  laws,  is 
authorized  to  make  such  deed,  it  shall  be  lawful . 
for  such  judge,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
quired, to  order  and  direct  the  marshal  of  the  dis- 
trict to  make  a  deed  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers; 
which  deed,  being  acknowledged  in  open  court, 
and  entered  of  record,  shall  have  the  same  effect 
as  if  it  had  been  made  by  the  collector  or  other-^ 
officer  authorized  by  the  laws  heretofore  or  now 
in  force. 

Approved,  May  11,  1820. 
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An  Act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
for  the  publication  of  the  laws  of  the  United  8utes, 
and  for  other  purposes." 

Be  U  enacted,  (f-c,  That  the  Secretary  of  State 
shall,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  after  he 
shall  receive  any  order,  resolution,  or  law,  passed 
by  Congress,  except  such  orders,  resolutions,  and 
laws  as  are  of  a  private  nature,  cause  the  same  to 
be  published  in  a  number  of  public  newspapers, 
not  exceeding  one  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  in  not  more  than  three  newspapers  in  each  of 
the  several  States  and  Territories  of  the  United 
States.  And  he  shall  also  cause  to  be  published, 
in  like  manner,  in  the  said  newspapers,  all  public 
treaties  entered  into  and  ratified  by  the  United 
States,  except  Indian  treaties,  which  shall  be  pub- 
lished only  in  one  newspaper,  and  that  to  be  within 
the  limits  of  the  State  or  Territory  to  which  the 
subject-matter  of  such  treaty  shall  belong. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  first 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for 
the  publication  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  the  twentieth  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed :  Provided, 
That  such  repeal  shall  not  be  construed  to  prevent 
the  payment  of  any  compensation  that  may  be  due 
for  the  publication  of  the  laws,  previous  to  the 
promulgation  of  this  act. 

Approved,  May  11,  1820. 

X 


An  Act  authorizing  the  sale  of  thirteen  sections  of 
land,  lying  within  the  land  district  of  Canton,  in 
the  Sute  of  Ohio. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  thirteen  sections  of 
land,  lying  within  the  land  district  of  Canton,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  which  were  reserved  for  the  use 
of  certain  persons  of  the  Delaware  tribe  of  Indians 
by  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  third  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven, 
and  were  subsequently  ceded  to  the  United  States 
by  the  eighteenth  article  of  the  treaty  concluded 
on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  September,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  shall  be  offered 
to  public  sale,  by  the  register  and  receiver  of  the 
public  moneys  at  the  land  office  at  Wooster,  on 
such  day  or  days  as  the  President  shall  designate 
for  that  purpose,  in  the  same  manner,  and  on  the 
same  conditions  and  terms,  as  are  provided  by 
law  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States. 


and  in  Alexandria,  in  and  for  the  county  of  Alex- 
andria, on  the  first  Mondays  in  November  and 
May,  in  every  year. 

Sec.  2.  Aiid  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  instead  of  the 
times  now  provided  by  law  for  the  session  of  the 
district  court  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  the 
same  shall  be  holden  on  the  first  Mondays  in  De- 
cember and  June  in  every  year. 

Approved,  May  11,  1820. 


An  Act  to  annex  certain  lands  within  the  Territory  of 
Michigan  to  the  district  of  Detroit. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  all  the  public  lands  of 
the  United  States  within  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan, to  which  the  Indian  title  was  extinguished 
by  the  treaty  held  and  concluded  at  Saguina,  in 
the  said  Territory,  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of 
September,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  nineteen,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  at- 
tached to,  and  made  part  of,  the  district  oi  Detroit, 
in  the  said  Territory. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  lands 
aforesaid,  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  ex- 
tinguished, and  which  have  not  been  reserved  or 
appropriated  by  existing  laws  or  treaties,  shall  be 
surveyed  and  offered  for  sale,  under  the  direction 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  the  same 
manner,  with  the  same  reservations  and  excep- 
tions, and  upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions  in 
every  respect,  both  at  public  and  private  sale,  as 
are  or  may  be  provided  by  law  for  the  disposal  of 
the  other  public  lands  witnin  the  said  district. 

Approved,  May  11,  1820. 


Apprbved,  May  11,  1820 


An  Act  to  estabiiah  an  uniform  mode  of  discipline  and 
field  exercise  for  the  militia  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  <^c.,  That  the  system  of  discipline 
and  field  exercise  which  is  and  shall  be  ordered  to 
be  observed  by  the  regular  army  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  different  corps  of  infantry,  artillery, 
and  riflemen,  shall  also  be  observed  by  the  militia, 
in  the  exercises  and  discipline  of  the  said  corps, 
respectively,  throughout  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much 
of  the  act  of  Congpress,  approved  the  eighth  day  of 
May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two, 
as  approves  and  establishes  the  rules  and  discipline 
of  the  Baron  de  Steuben,  and  requires  them  to  be 
observed  by  the  militia  throughout  the  United 
States,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  May  12,  1820. 


An  Act  to  alter  the  times  of  the  session  of  the  circuit 
and  district  courts  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Be  it  enacted,  d^c,  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  January  next,  instead  of  the  times  now 
provided  by  law,  for  the  session  of  the  circuit  court 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  same  shall  be 
holden  at  the  times  and  places  following,  that  is 
to  say :  At  Washington,  in  and  for  the  county  of 
Washington,  on  the  first  Monday  in  October,  and 
on  the  second  Monday  in  April,  in  every  year ; 


An  Act  to  alter  and  esUblish  certain  Post  Roads. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  following  post  roads 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  discontinued,  that  is 
to  say  : 

From  Lilly  Point  to  Halcyonville,  in  Virginia. 

From  Dublin  to  Jacksonville,  in  Georgia. 

From  Westport  to  Brunerstown,  in  Kentucky. 

From  Whitfield  to  Jefferson,  in  Maine. 

From  Chickasaw  Agency  to  St.  Stephens,  in 
Mississippi. 
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From  Choctaw  Agency  to  Monticello ;  and 
from  Natchez  to  Lake  Pontchartrain,  in  the  same 
State. 

From  Rhea  Courthouse,  Tennessee,  to  Fort 
Jackson,  in  Alabama. 

From  Haysville  to  Oxford,  North  Carolina. 

From  Waterborough  to  Barnwell  Courthouse, 
in  North  Carolina. 

From  St.  Charles,  by  Montgomery  Courthouse, 
to  Howard  Courthouse. 

From  Franklin.  Howard  county,  to  Chariton. 

From  St.  Charles,  by  Murphey's  in  St.  John's 
settlement,  to  Howard  Courthouse,  in  the  Missouri 
Territory. 

From  Vassalboro'  to  Harlem,  in  Maine. 

From  Alna  to  Palermo. 

From  Dunstable  to  Piscataquay  Bridge,  in  New 
Hampshire. 

From  Cahaba  to  St.  Stephens. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the  fol- 
lowing be  established  post  roads,  that  is  to  say  : 

In  New  Hampshire. — From  Amherst,  by  Lynd- 
borough  and  Greenfield,  to  Hancock. 

That  the  post  road  from  Keene  to  Richmond 
pass  by  Winchester. 

From  Keene,  by  Surry,  Drewsville,  and  Lang- 
don,  to  Charlestown. 

From  Dunstable,  through  Merrimack,  by  Bed- 
ford meeting-house  and  Piscataquay  bridge,  to 
Isle  Hookset. 

In  Verviont. — From  Danville  to  Montpelier,  by 
Cabot,  Marshfield,  and  Plainfield. 

From  Vergennes,  by  Panton,  to  Westport,  in 
the  State  of  New  York. 

From  Stockbridge  to  Randolph. 

In  Maine. — From  Alna,  by  East  Pittston,  to 
Whitfield. 

From  Alna  to  Gardiner. 

From  Sedgwick  to  Deer  Island. 

From  Ellsworth,  by  Jordan's  river  school-house, 
in  Trenton,  to  the  towns  of  Eden  and  Mount 
Desart. 

From  Waldoborough,  by  Union,  Hope,  Sears- 
mont,  and  Belmont,  to  Belfast. 

From  Gardiner,  by  Pittston,  Whitfield,  Malta, 
and  Jefferson,  to  Waldoborough. 

From  New  Portland,  by  Kingfield,  to  Freeman. 

From  Hallowcll,  by  Malta,  to  Harlem. 

In  Massachusetts. — From  Springfield,  by  Wil- 
braham,  to  Stafford  Springs,  in  Connecticut. 

From  Sandwich,  by  Coatuit  village,  in  West 
Barnstable,  Thomas  D.  Scudder's,  Yarmouth, 
and  Dennis,  to  Harwick,  on  the  south  side  of  Cape 
Cod. 

From  Gloucester,  by  Essex,  to  Ipswich. 

From"  Hanover,  by  Hanson,  to  East  Bridge- 
water. 

From  Northfield,  by  Vernon,  to  Brattleborough, 
in  Vermont. 

From  Salisbury  to  Amesbury. 

From  Taunton,  by  Raynham,  to  East  Bridge- 
water. 

In  Connecticut. — From  Derby,  by  Huntingdon, 
to  Newtown. 

From  Woodbury,  by  Roxbury,  to  Warren. 

From  Hartford,  by  East  Windsor,  Ellington, 
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Somers,  Wilbraham,  and  Ludlow,  to  Belchertown, 
in  Massachusetts. 

From  New  Haven,  by  Oxford,  Southbury, 
Woodbury,  and  Washington,  to  Warren. 

From  Norwich  to  Colchester. 

In  New  York. — From  Batavia  to  Ridgeway. 

From  Windham,  by  Roxbury,  to  Stamford. 

From  Hopkinton  to  Keene. 

From  Mount  Hope  to  Bloomingsburg. 

From  Moscow,  by  York,  Caledonia,  and  Scott- 
ville,  to  Rochester. 

From  Dover  to  Sharon,  in  Connecticut. 

From  Porter,  by  Twelve  Mile  Creek,  to  Eigh- 
teen Mile  Creek. 

From  Skeneatelas,  on  the  east  side  of  Sken- 
eatelas  Lake,  by  Spafford  and  Scott,  to  Courtland 
village. 

From  Luzerne,  by  Edinburgh,  to  Galway. 

From  Newton,  by  Catharine,  and  Cayuta,  to 
Ithica. 

From  Bath,  by  Upper  Addison,  Troupsburgh, 
Deerfield,  and  Elkland,  to  Batchelorville,  in  Penn- 
sylvania. 

From  Constantia,  by  Cicero,  and  Salina,  to 
Onondaga. 

From  Reading  to  Dresden,  on  Seneca  Lake, 
thence,  along  the  Lake,  by  Benton,  to  Greneva. 

From  Goshen,  by  Scotchtown,  to  Bloomings- 
burgh. 

From  Poughkeepsie,by  New  Poltzfand  Bruyn- 
ville,  to  Bloomingsburgh. 

From  Sullivan,  by  Cazenovia,  and  Woodstock, 
to  De  Ruyter. 

In  Pennsylvania. — That  the  post  route  from 
Philadelphia  to  Athens  pass  by  Romig's  Ferry 
and  the  mouth  of  Durham  CreeK  to  Easton. 

From  Bedford  to  Somerset. 

From  Harrisburgh,  by  Corbett's  Mills,  Jones- 
town, and  Rohrersburg,  to  Hamburg. 

From  Catawisse,  by  Mifflinburg,  to  Nescopeck. 

From  Liverpool,  by  Mount  Pleasant  Mills, 
Freeburg,  Middleburg,  and  New  Berlin,  to  Mifflin- 
burg. 

From  Reading,  by  Morgantown,  to  Down- 
ington. 

From  Emaus  to  Millerstown. 

From  White  Horse,  by  Berlin,  Connelsville, 
Middletown,  Merrittstown,  Jefferson,  Waynesburg, 
and  Morrisville,  to  Grave  Creek  Flats,  in  Vir- 
ginia. 

From  Stroudsburgh  to  Orwigsburgh. 

From  New  Hope,  by  Lumberville.  and  Erwin- 
na,  to  Romig's  Ferry,  near  the  mouth  of  Durham 
Creek. 

From  Kutztown,  by  Martztown,  New  Goshen- 
hoppen,  Seemanytown,  Joseph  Williams's,  and 
Centre  Square,  to  White  Marsh. 

In  Maryland. — From  Chesapeake,  by  Port  De-^ 
posite,  to  Conewingo. 

From  Charlotte  Hall,  by  the  Three  Notched 
Road,  to  Fenwick's  Tavern. 

From  Havre-de-Grace  to  Woodlawn. 

In  Virginia. — From  Bath  Courthouse,  by  Mc- 
Clintock's,  and  Anthony's  Creek,  to  Lewisburg. 

From  Staunton,  by  Greenville,  and  Fairfield, 
to  Lexington. 
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From  Shepberdstown,  by  Leetown  and  Smith- 
field,  to  Winchester. 

From  West  Liberty  to  Wellsburg. 

From  Lexington,  by  the  Calf  Pasture,  to  Fau- 
cett's,  in  Bath  county. 

From  Timber  Ridge,  by  North  Rirer,  to  Moore- 
field. 

From  Petersburg,  by  Southerland's  Tavern, 
Lombardy,  and  Dennis'  Tavern,  to  Jennings'  Old 
Ordinary. 

In  North  Carolina. — From  Williarasboro',  by 
Lynnesville,  to  Clarksville,  in  Virginia. 

From  Fayette  villa  by  Waynesborough,  to  Stan- 
tonburg. 

From  Wadesborough,  by  Edward  Winfield's, 
Culpepper's  store,  Jacob  Austin's,  Charles  T.  Al- 
exander's, and  Maxwell's  store,  to  Charlotte. 

From  Charlotte,  by  Azrai  Cockburn's  and  Wil- 
liam Taylor's,  to  Wadesborough. 

From  Newbern,  by  Street's  Bridge,  Croora's 
Ferry,  Hookerstown,  Snowhill,  and  Stantonburg, 
to  Smithfield. 

From  Lawrenceville.  by  McXeill's  store,  and 
Nicholas  Nail's,  to  Pittsborough. 

From  Pittsborough,  by  D.  Moffit's  to  Lawrence- 
ville. 

From  Oxford,  by  Cannon  and  Young's  store,  to 
Clarksville,  in  Virginia. 

From  Danville,  by  William  Rawling's,  and 
Troublesome  Iron  Works,  to  Salem. 

From  Haysville,  by  Hawkins'  Mills,  and  Chalk 
Level,  to  "W  illiamsboro'. 

In  South  Carolina. — From  Columbia,  by  Richard 
Harrison's  Store,  to  Bechamsville. 

From  Georgetown,  by  Black  River,  Bull  Creek, 
and  Pee  Dee  Ferries,  to  Conway  borough. 

From  Conwayborougb,  by  Little  River,  and 
Smithville,  to  Wilmington,  in  North  Carolina. 

From  Chester  Courthouse,  by  Cedar  Shoals, 
and  McDonald's  Ferry,  to  Lancaster  Courthouse. 

From  John  Thompson,  Junr's,  by  Richard  How- 
ard's to  Grodfrey's  Ferry,  on  Big  Pee  Dee  river, 
or  near  the  same. 

That  the  mail  from  Lumberton,  to  Marion 
Courthouse,  pass  by  the  most  eligible  route,  omit- 
ting Barfields,  if  necessary. 

In  Georgia. — From  Hartford,  by  Jacksonville, 
to  Perry's  Mills,  in  Tatnal  County. 

That  the  mail  route  from  Augusta  to  Savan- 
nah shall  pass  by  Waynesborough. 

From  Poweltown,  by  Mount  Zion  and  Eaton- 
toQ,  to  Monticello. 

In  Ohio. — From  Coshocton  to  Wooster. 

From  Neville  to  Bethel. 

That  the  mail  from  Marietta  to  Woodfield  go 
by  Regnier's  Mills,  in  the  town  of  Aurelius. 

From  Feesiown,  by  Bethel,  Williamsburg,  Le- 
banon, and  Ridgeville,  to  Dayton. 

From  Lebanon,  by  Springborough,  and  Ridge- 
ville, to  Xenia. 

From  West  Union,  by  Decatur,  Ripley,  Bridge- 
water,  Bethel,  and  Newton,  to  Cincinnati. 

From  Greenville  to  Winchester,  in  Indiana. 

Prom  Irville  to  Mount  Vernon. 

From  Pikelon,  by  Robert  Bennett's  and  Asa 


Boynton's,  to  Burlington,  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Ohio  river. 

From  Norwalk,  in  the  county  of  Huron,  to 
Lower  Sandusky,  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

In  Kentiuky. — From  Falmouth,  by  Theobald's, 
to  Fredericksburg. 

From  Whitley  Courthouse,  by  Colonel  Ross's,  to 
Monticello. 

That  the  post  road  from  Mount  Sterling  to 
Prestonburg,  pass  by  the  Olympian  Springs,  and 
Beaver  Iron  Works,  in  Bath  county. 

That  the  post  road  from  the  Great  Crossings,  to 
the  mouth  of  Cedar,  pass  by  Heslersville,  in  Owen 
county. 

From  Richmond  to  Estill  Courthouse. 

From  Smithland,  by  America,  in  Illinois,  to 
Cypress,  in  Kentucky. 

From  Richmond,  oy  Big  Hill,  to  Hazle  Patch. 

From  Estill  Courthouse,  to  Patrick's  Salt  Works, 
on  the  north  fork  of  Kentucky  river. 

From  New  Castle,  by  W>^port,  and  Bethlehem, 
to  Charlestown,  in  Indiana. 

From  Stamping  Grounds  to  Heslersville. 

From  Frankfort,  by  Heslersville,  to  Fort  Wil- 
liam. 

From  Shelby ville  to  New  Castle. 
In  Tennensee. — From  Knoxville,  by  Morgan  Court- 
house, to  Overton  Courthouse. 

From  Morgantown  to  Pumpkin  Town,  by  the 
town  of  Calhoun,  to  Ross's,  on  the  south  side  of 
Tennessee  river. 

From  Murfrees borough  to  Shelbyville. 

From  Carthage,  by  Lancaster,  and  Harmony 
Grove,  to  Statesville. 

From  Kingston,  by  William  White's,  on  Poplar 
Creek,  to  Clinton. 

From  Monroe,  by  Gainsborough,  Williamsburg, 
and  Beech  Hill,  to  Carthage. 

From  Reynoldsburgh  to  the  Lower  Chickasaw 
Bluffs. 

From  Nashville,  by  Harpeth,  and  New  Hope, 
to  Fayetteville. 

From  Greenville  to  Greenville  College,  in  the 
county  of  Greene. 

From  Sparta,  by  Allen's  Ferry,  and  Liberty,  to 
Statesville. 

From  Chickasaw  Lower  Bluff,  to  the  post  of 
Arkansas. 

lu  Indiana. — From  Palestine,  by  Hindostan,  to 
Porters  ville. 

From  Madison  to  Versailles. 

From  Lawrenceburg,  by  Aurora,  Hanover,  and 
Rising  Sun,  to  Vevay. 

'  In  Illinois — From  Kaskaskias,  by  the  Irish  Set- 
tlement, Covington,  Carlisle,  and  Perrysville.  to 
Vandalia. 

From  Illinois  Saline,  in  Gallatin,  to  Golconda. 

From  York,  by  Aurora,  to  Terre  Haute. 

From  Montgomery,  by  Brownsville,  and  Gill's 
Ferry,  to  Jackson,  in  Missouri  Territory. 

The  mail  from  Cape  Girardeau  to  Salem.  Ken- 
tucky, shall  pass  by  America. 

From  Carmi,  by  Mount  Vernon,  to  Carlisle. 

From  Carmi,  to  Wayne  Courthouse,  and  Jeffer- 
son Courthouse. 
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From  Palmyra,  by  Wayne  Courthouse,  Jeffer- 
son Courthouse,  and  Covington,  to  Belleville. 

From  America  to  Jonesborough. 

In  Mississippi. — From  Natchez,  bv  Franklin, 
Monticello,  Covington,  Wayne,  and  Winchester, 
to  Fort  St.  Stephens. 

From  Fordsville  to  Shieldsboro'. 
In   Alabama. — From    Tuscaloosa,   by   Marion 
County  Courthouse,  to  Columbus. 

From  Burnt  Corn  Spring,  by  Connecuh  Court- 
house, to  Fort  Crawford. 

From  Huntsville,  by  Jackson  Courthouse,  and 
Lawrie's  Ferry,  to  Ross's  and  Washington,  in 
Tennessee. 

From  Cahawba,  by  Portland,  Canton,  Prairie 
Bluff,  Black's  Bluff,  and  Foster's,  to  Fort  Clai- 
borne. 

From  Mooreville,  by  Milton's  Bluff,  Courtland, 
Bainbridge,  and  Big  Spring,  to  Russelville,  in 
Franklin  county. 

From  Cahawba,  by  Joseph  Briton's,  Old  Town, 
Falls  of  Cahawba,  Kmgand  Smith's  store,  Shelby 
Courthouse,  David  McLaughlin's,  St.  Clair  Court- 
house, Vincent  Bennett's,  the  Cherokee  Nation, 
by  Ross's  and  James  Patterson's,  to  Washington, 
in  Tennessee. 

From  the  town  of  Cahawba  to  the  Falls  of  Ca- 
hawba, and  to  Tuscaloosa. 

From  Courtland  to  Moulton. 

From  St.  Clair  Courthouse  to  Carolsville. 

lu  Missouri  Territory. — From  New  Madrid  to 
Point  Pleasant. 

From  Louisiana,  by  Hanibal,  to  Palmyra. 

From  Louisiana  to  New  London. 

That  the  post  road  from  Cape  Girardeau  to 
Winchester,  pass  by  Edward  Tanners. 

From  St.  Charles,  by  Marthasville,  Montgomery 
Courthouse,  Loutre  Island,  Cote  Sans  Dessein, 
Nashville,  Sraithton,  John  Grayum's,  Franklin, 
Spanish  Neekle  Prairie,  Chareton,  William  W. 
Monroe's,  Grand  River,  Bloomfield,  Missouriton, 
and  Bluffton,  to  Fort  Osage. 

From  Fort  Osage,  by  Mount  Vernon,  Tabbo, 
Little  Osage  Bottom,  and  Jefferson,  to  Chareton. 

In  Michigan  Territory. — From  Detroit,  by  Pon- 
tiac,  to  Mount  Clemens. 

Approved,  May  13,  1820. 


An  Act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 

grew. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  after  the  adjournment 
of  the  present  session,  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 
gress shall  be  on  the  second  Monday  of  November 
next. 

Approved,  May  13,  1820. 


An   Act  to  limit  the  term  of  office  of  certain  officers 
therein  named,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  from  and  after  the  pass- 
ing of  this  act,  all  district  attorneys,  collectors  of 
the  customs,  naval  officers,  and  surveyors  of  the 
customs,  navy  agents,  receivers  of  public  moneys 
for  lands,  registers  of  the  land  offices,  paymasters 
in  the  Army,  the  apothecary  general,  the  assistant 


apothecaries  general,  and  the  commissary  general 
of  purchases,  to  be  appointed  under  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  appointed  for  the  term  of 
four  years ;  but  shall  be  removable  from  oflSce  at 
pleasure. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  com- 
mission of  each  and  every  of  the  ofl&cers  named  in 
the  first  section  of  this  act,  now  in  office,  unless 
vacated  by  removal  from  office,  or  otherwise,  shall 
cease  and  expire  in  the  manner  following:  All 
such  commissions  bearing  date  on  or  before  the 
thirtieth  day  of  September,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen,  shall  cease  and  expire  on 
the  day  and  month  of  their  respective  dates,  which 
shall  next  ensue  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  Septem- 
ber next;  all  such  commissions  bearing  date  after 
the  said  thirtieth  day  of  September,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  and 
before  the  first  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixteen,  shall  cease  and  expire  on  the 
day  and  month  of  their  respective  dates,  which 
shall  next  ensue  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  Septem- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one. 
And  all  other  such  commissions  shall  cease  and 
expire  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  four  years 
from  their  respective  dates. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  furthtr  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  from  time  to  time,  as 
in  his  opinion  the  interest  of  the  United  States 
may  require,  to  regulate  and  increase  the  sums  for 
which  the  bonds  required,  or  which  may  be  re- 
quired, by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  to  be 
given  by  the  said  officers,  and  by  all  other  officers 
employed  in  the  disbursement  of  the  public  mon- 
eys under  the  direction  of  the  War  and  Navy  De- 
partments, shall  be  given ;  and  all  bonds  given  in 
conformity  with  such  regulations  shall  be  as  valid 
and  effectual,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if 
given  for  the  sums  respectively  mentioned  in  the 
laws  requiring  the  same. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  furtfier  enacted,  That  the  com- 
missions of  all  officers  employed  in  levying  or  col- 
lecting the  public  revenue  shall  be  made  out  and  re- 
corded in  the  Treasury  Department,  and  the  seal 
of  the  said  department  affixed  thereto;  any  law  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding:  Provided,  That  the 
said  seal  shall  not  be  affixed  to  any  such  commis- 
sion before  the  same  shall  have  been  signed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  May  15,  1820. 


^ 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  borrow  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars. 

Be  it  enadfd,  ^c,  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  to  bor- 
row, on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  three  millions  of  dollars,  at  a  rate  of  in- 
terest payable  quarter  yearly,  not  exceeding  five 
per  centum  per  annum,  and  reimbursable,  at  the 
will  of  the  Grovernment,  at  any  time  after  the  first 
day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-two ;  or  at  a  rate  of  interest,  payable  in  like 
manner,  not  exceeding  six  per  centum  per  annum, 
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and  reimbursable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  United 
States;  to  be  applied,  in  addition  to  the  moneys 
now  in  the  Treasury,  or  which  may  be  received 
therein  from  other  sources,  during  the  present 
year,  to  defray  any  of  the  public  expenses  which 
are  or  may  be  authorized  by  law.  The  stock 
thereby  created  shall  be  transferrable  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  provided  by  law  for  the  transfer  of 
the  public  debt. 

Sec.  2.  And  6e  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to 
lend  the  said  sum,  or  any  part  thereof;  and  it  is 
hereby  further  declared,  that  it  shall  be  deemed  a 
good  execution  of  the  said  power  to  borrow,  for 
xhe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to 
cause  to  be  constituted  certificates  of  stock,  signed 
by  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  or  by  a  Commis- 
sioner of  Loans,  for  the  sum  to  be  borrowed,  or  for 
any  part  thereof,  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per 
centum  per  annum,  transferrable  and  reimbursa- 
ble as  aforesaid,  and  to  cause  the  said  certificates 
of  stock  to  be  sold ;  ProtMrffrf,  That  no  stock  be 
sold  under  par. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fuiiher  enacted,  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  be  and  he  is  hereby  author- 
ized, with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  to  employ  an  agent  or  agents  for 
the  purpose  of  obtainmg  subscriptions  to  the  loan 
authorized  by  this  act,  or  of  selling  any  part  of  the 
stock  to  be  created  by  virtue  thereof.  A  commis- 
sion, not  exceeding  one-eighth  of  one  per  cent,  on 
the  amount  thus  sold,  or  lor  which  subscriptions 
shall  have  been  thus  obtained,  may,  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  be  allowed  to  such  agent  or 
agents,  and  a  sum,  not  exceeding  four  thousand 
dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Trea- 
sury not  otherwise  appropriated,  is  hereby  appro- 
priated for  that  object,  and  also  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  printing  and  issuing  the  sul^ription 
certificates,  and  certificates  of  stock,  and  other  ex- 
penses incident  to  the  due  execution  of  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much 
of  the  funds  constituting  the  annual  appropriation 
of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  payment  of  the 
principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt  of  the 
United  States,  as  may  be  sufficient  for  that  pur- 
pose, after  satisfying  the  sums  necessary  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest,  and  of  such  part  of  the 
principal  of  the  said  debt  as  the  United  States  are 
now  pledged  annually  to  pay  or  reimburse,  is  here- 
by pledged  and  appropriated  for  the  payment  of 
the  interest,  and  for  the  reimbursement  oi  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  stock  which  may  be  created  by  virtue 
of  this  act.  It  shall,  accordingly,  be  the  duty  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  cause 
to  be  applied  and  paid,  out  of  the  said  fund,  yearly, 
such  simi  and  sums  as  may  annually  be  necessary 
to  discharge  the  interest  accruing  on  the  said  stock, 
and  may  be  discharged,  in  conformity  with  the 
terms  of  the  loan.  And  they  are  furtner  author- 
ized to  apply,  from  time  to  time,  such  sum  or  sums, 
out  of  the  said  fund,  as  they  may  think  proper,  to- 
wards discharging,  by  purcnase,  and  at  a  price  not 
above  par,  the  principal  of  the  said  stock,  or  any 
part  thereof.     And  the  faith  of  the  United  States 


is  hereby  pledged  to  establish  sufficient  revenues 
for  making  up  any  deficiency  that  may  hereafter 
take  place  in  the  funds  hereby  appropriated  for 
paying  the  said  interest  and  principal  sums,  or  any 
of  them,  in  manner  aforesaid. 
Approved,  May  15,1820. 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitant*  of  the  Citj  of 
Washington,  and  to  repeal  all  acta  heretofore  paiued 
for  that  purpose. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, m  the  District  of  Columbia,"  and  the  act 
supplementary  to  the  same,  passed  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  February,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eignt 
hundred  and  four,  and  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
further  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington," and  all  other  acts  or  parts  of  acts,  incon- 
sistent with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  repealed:  Provided,  hotcerer.  That 
the  Mayor,  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, and  members  of  the  Board  of  Common  Coun- 
cil of  the  corporation  of  the  said  city,  shall  and 
may  remain  and  continue  as  such  for  and  during 
the  terms  for  which  they  have  been  respectively 
appointed,  subject  to  the  terms  and  conditions  in 
such  cases  legally  made  and  provided ;  and  all  acts 
or  things  done,  or  which  may  be  done  by  them  in 
pursuance  to  the  provisions,  or  by  virtue  of  the  au- 
thority of  the  said  acts,  or  either  of  them,  and  not 
inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall 
be  valid,  and  of  as  full  force  and  efiect  as  if  the 
said  acts  had  not  have  been  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  in- 
habitants of  the  City  of  Washington  shall  con- 
tinue to  be  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the 
name  of  the  "Mayor,  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
Board  of  Common  Council,  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington," to  be  elected  by  ballot,  as  hereinafter  di- 
rected; and,  by  their  corporate  name,  may  sue  and 
be  sued,  implead  and  be  impleaded,  grant,  receive, 
and  do  all  other  acts  as  natural  persons,  and  may 
purchase  and  hold  real,  personal,  and  mixed  prop- 
erty, or  dispose  of  the  same,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
city  ;  and  may  have  and  use  a  city  seal,  and  break 
and  alter  the  same  at  pleasure. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  furthir  tnacted.  That  the  Mayor 
of  the  said  city  shall  be  elected  on  the  first  Monday 
in  June  next,  and  on  the  same  day  in  every  second 
year  thereafter,  at  the  same  time  and  place,  in  the 
same  manner,  and  by  the  persons  qualified  to  vote 
for  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  the 
Board  of  Common  Council.  That  the  com- 
missioners hereinafter  mentioned  shall  make  out 
duplicate  certificates  of  the  result  of  the  elec- 
tion of  Mayor;  and  shall  return  one  to  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  and  the  other  to  the  Board  of 
Common  Council,  on  the  Monday  next  ensuing 
the  election;  and  the  person  having  the  greatest 
number  of  votes  shall  be  the  Mayor ;  but  in  case 
two  or  more  persons,  highest  in  vote,  shall  have 
an  equal  number  of  votes,  then  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  Board  of  Com- 
mon Council  to  proceed,  forthwith,  by  ballot,  in 
joint  meeting,  to  determine  the  choice  between 
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such  persons.  The  Mayor  shall,  on  the  Monday  [ 
next  ensuing  his  election,  before  he  enters  on  the  | 
duties  of  his  office,  in  the  presence  of  the  Boards  of 
Aldermen  and  Common  Council,  in  joint  meeting, 
take  an  oath,  to  be  administered  by  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  "lawfully  to  execute  the  duties  of  his  office, 
to  the  best  of  his  skilland  judgment,  without  favor  or 
partiality."  He  shall,  ex  officio,  have  and  exercise 
ell  the  powers,  authority,  and  jurisdiction,  of  a 
justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Washington, 
within  the  said  county.  He  shall  nominate,  and, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  ap- 
point to  all  offices  under  the  corporation,  (except 
commissioners  of  election,)  and  may  remove  any 
such  officer  from  office  at  his  will  and  pleasure. 
He  shall  appoint  persons  to  fill  up  all  vacancies 
which  may  occur  during  the  recess  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  to  hold  such  appointments  until  the 
end  of  the  then  ensuing  session.  He  may  convene 
the  two  Boards  when,  in  his  opinion,  the  public 
good  may  require  it ;  and  he  shall  lay  before 
them,  from  time  to  time,  in  writing,  such  altera- 
tions in  the  laws  of  the  corporation  as  he  may 
deem  necessary  and  proper ;  and  he  shall  receive 
for  his  services,  annually,  a  just  and  reasonable 
compensation,  to  be  allowed  and  fixed  by  the  two 
Boards,  which  shall  neither  be  increased  nor  di- 
minished during  his  continuance  in  office.  Any 
person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  Mayor  who 
is  a  free  white  male  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
who  shall  have  attained  to  the  age  of  thirty  years, 
who  shall  have  resided  in  the  said  city  for  two 
years  immediately  preceding  his  election,  and  who 
shall  be  the  bona  fide  owner  of  a  freehold  estate  in 
the  said  city ;  and  no  other  person  shall  be  eligible 
to  the  said  office.  In  case  of  the  refusal  of  any 
person  to  accept  the  office  of  Mayor,  upon  his 
election  thereto,  or  of  his  death,  resignation,  ina- 
bility, or  removal  from  the  city,  the  said  Boards 
shall  assemble  and  elect  another  in  his  place,  to 
serve  for  the  remainder  of  the  term,  or  during  such 
inability. 

Sec.  4.  Ai\d  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  shall  consist  of  two  members,  to  be 
residents  in,  and  chosen  from,  each  ward,  by  the 
qualified  voters  therein,  and  to  be  elected  for  two 
years,  from  the  Monday  next  ensuing  their  elec- 
tion; and  the  Board  of  Common  Council  shall 
consist  of  three  members,  to  be  residents  in,  and 
chosen  from,  each  ward,  by  the  qualified  voters 
therein,  and  to  be  elected  for  one  year,  from  the 
Monday  next  ensuing  their  election ;  and  each 
Board  shall  meet  at  the  Council  Chamber,  on  the 
second  Monday  in  June  next,  for  the  despatch  of 
business,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  at  the  I 
same  hour  on  the  second  Monday  in  June,  in  every  i 
year  thereafter;  and  at  such  other  times  as  the  two  { 
Boards  may,  by  law,  direct.  A  majority  of  each 
Board  shall  be  necessary  to  form  a  quorum  to  do 
business,  but  a  less  number  may  adjourn  from  day 
to  day;  they  may  compel  the  attendance  of  absent 
memoers  in  such  manner,  and  under  such  penal- 
ties, and  allow  such  compensation  for  the  atten- 
dance of  the  members,  as  they  may,  by  law,  pro- 
vide; each  Board  shall  appoint  its  own  President, 
who  shall   preside  during  its  sessions,  and  who 


shall  be  entitled  to  vote  on  all  questions;  they 
shall  settle  their  rulesof  proceedings,  appoint  their 
own  officers,  regulate  their  respective  compensa- 
tions, and  remove  them  at  pleasure;  and  may, 
with  the  concurrence  of  three-fourths  of  the  whole, 
expel  any  member  for  disorderly  behavior,  or  mal- 
conduct  in  office,  but  not  a  second  time  for  the 
same  offence ;  each  Board  shall  keep  a  journal  of 
its  proceedings,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be 
entered  thereon,  at  the  request  of  any  member ; 
and  their  deliberations  shall  be  public.  All  ordi- 
nances or  acts,  passed  by  the  two  Boards,  shall  be 
sent  to  the  Mayor  for  his  approbation,  and,  when 
approved  by  him,  shall  be  obligatory  as  such.  But, 
if^  the  Mayor  shall  not  approve  of^  any  ordinance 
or  act^  so  sent  to  him,  he  shall  return  the  same 
within  five  days,  with  his  reasons  in  writing  there- 
for ;  and  if  two-thirds  of  both  Boards,  on  recon- 
sideration thereof,  agree  to  pass  the  same,  it  shall 
be  in  force,  in  like  manner  as  if  he  had  approved 
it ;  but,  if  the  two  Boards  shall,  by  their  adjourn- 
ment, prevent  its  return,  the  same  shall  not  be  ob- 
ligatory. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  per- 
son shall  be  eligible  to  a  seat  in  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen or  Board  of  Common  Council  unless  he 
shall  be  more  than  twenty-five  years  of  age,  a  free 
white  male  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  shall 
have  been  a  resident  of  the  City  of  Washington 
for  one  year  next  preceding  the  day  of  election, 
and  shall,  at  the  time  of  his  election,  be  a  resident 
of  the  ward  for  which  he  shall  be  elected,  and  be 
then  the  bona  fide  owner  of  a  freehold  estate  in  the 
said  city,  and  shall  have  been  assessed  on  the  books 
of  the  corporation,  for  the  year  ending  on  the 
thirty-first  of  December  next  preceding  the  day  of 
election.  And  every  free  white  male  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  of  lawful  age,  who  shall  have 
resided  in  the  City  of  Washington  for  one  year 
next  preceding  the  day  of  election,  and  shall  be  a 
resident  of  the  ward  in  which  he  shall  offer  to 
vote,  and  who  shall  have  been  assessed,  on  the 
books  of  the  corporation,  for  the  year  ending  on 
the  thirty-first  day  of  December  next  preceding 
the  day  of  election,  and  who  shall  have  paid  all 
taxes  legally  assessed  and  due  on  personal  property, 
when  legally  required  to  pay  the  same,  and  no 
other  person,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  any  elec- 
tion for  members  of  the  two  Boards.  And  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of,  the  Register  of  the  city,  or  such 
officer  as  l\xe  corporation  may  hereafter  direct,  to 
furnish  the  commissioners  of  election,  in  each 
ward,  previous  to  opening  the  polls,  at  every  elec- 
tion, a  list  of  the  persons  having  a  right  to  vote, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  this  section. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  an  elec- 
tion for  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
Board  of  Common  Council,  shall  be  held  on  the 
first  Monday  of  June  next,  and  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  June  annually  thereafter ;  and  all  elections 
shall  be  held  by  three  commissioners  to  be  ap- 
pointed in  each  ward,  by  the  two  boards  in  joint 
meetintr,  which  appointment  shall  be  at  least  ten 
days  previous  to  t&e-day  of  each  election.  And  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  so  appointed 
to  give  at  least  five  days'  previous  public  notice 
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of  the  place  in  each  ward  where  such  elections  are 
to  be  held.  The  commissioners  shall,  before  they 
receive  any  ballot,  severally  take  an  oath  or  affir- 
mation, to  be  administered  by  some  justice  of  the 
peace  for  the  county  of  Washington,  "truly  and 
faithfully  to  receive  and  return  the  votes  of  such 
persons  as  are  by  law  entitled  to  vote  for  members 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  Board  of  Conmion 
Council,  in  their  respective  wards,  according  to 
the  best  of  their  judgment  and  understanding; 
and  not  knowingly  to  receive  or  return  the  vote 
of  any  person  who  is  not  legally  entitled  to  the 
same."  The  polls  shall  be  opened  at  ten  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  and  be  closed  at  seven  o'clock  in 


and  in  no  other;  to  establish  a  board  of  health, 
with  competent  authority  to  enforce  its  regula- 
tions, and  to  establish  such  other  regulations  as 
may  be  necessary  to  prevent  the  introduction  of 
contagious  diseases,  and  for  the  preservation  of 
the  health  of  the  city ;  to  prevent  and  remove  nui- 
sances ;  to  establish  night-watches  or  patrols,  and 
erect  lamps  in  the  streets ;  to  preserve  the  navigation 
of  the  Potomac  and  Anacostia  rivers  adjoining  the 
city  ;  to  erect,  repair,  and  regulate  public  wharves, 
and  to  deepen  creeks,  docks,  and  basins ;  to  regu- 
late the  manner  of  erecting,  and  the  rates  of  wharf- 
age at,  private  wharves ;  to  regulate  the  stationing, 
anchorage,  and  mooring  of  vessels ;  to  provide  for 


the  evening  of  the  same  day.  Immediately  on  1  licensing,  taxing, and  regulating  auctions,  retailers, 
closing  the  polls,  the  said  commissioners  for  each  I  ordinaries,  and  taverns,  hackney-carriages,  wagons' 
ward,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  count  the  bal-  |  carts,  and  drays,  pawn-brokers,  venders  of  lottery 


tickets,  money-changers,  and  hawkers  and  pedlars ; 
to  provide  for  licensing,  taxing,  regulating,  or  re- 
straining theatrical  or  public  shows  and  amuse- 
ments ;  to  restrain  or  prohibit  tippling  houses,  lot- 
teries, and  all  kinds  of  gaming;  to  regulate  and 
establish  markets;  to  erect  and  repair  bridges;  to 
open  and  keep  in  repair  streets,  avenues,  lanes, 
alleys,  drains,  and  sewers,  agreeably  to  the  plan  of 


lots,  and  make  out,  under  their  hands  and  seals,  a 
correct  return  of  the  persons  having  the  greatest 
number  of  legal  votes  for  members  ofthe  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  for  members  of  the  Board  of  Com- 
mon Council,  respectively,  together  with  the  num- 
ber of  votes  given  to  eacn  person  voted  for;  and 
the  persons  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes 
for  the  two  Boards  respectively,  shall   be  duly 

elected,  and,  in  all  cases  of  an  equality  of  votes,  i  the  city ;  to  supply  the  city  with  water ;  To  pro^ 
the  commissioners  shall  decide  the  choice  by  lot.  |  vide  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  standard  weights 
The  said  returns  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Mayor,  and  measures  as  fixed  by  Congress,  and  for  the 
on  the  day  succeeding  the  election,  who  shall  ;  regulation  of  all  weights  and  measures  used  in  the 
cause  the  result  of  the  election  to  be  published  in  city;  to  regulate  the  sweeping  of  chimneys,  and 
some  newspaper  printed  in  the  City  of  Washing-  |  fix  the  rates  or  fees  therefor ;  to  provide  lor  the 
ton ;  a  duplicate  return  shall,  together  with  a  list  prevention  and  extinguishment  of  fires ;  to  regu- 
of  the  persons  who  voted  at  such  election,  also  be  j  late  the  size  of  bricks  to  be  made  or  u.sed,  and  pro- 
made  on  the  day  succeeding  the  election,  to  the  !  vide  for  the  inspection  of  lumber  and  other  build- 
ing materials  to  be  sold  in  the  city ;  to  regulate, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  manner  of  erecting,  and  the  mate- 
rials to  be  used  in  the  erection  of  houses;  to  regu- 
late the  inspection  of  tobacco,  Hour,  butter,  and 
lard,  in  casks  or  boxes,  and  salted  provisions ;  to 


register  of 


the  same; 


the  city,  who  shall  preserve  and  record 

and  shall,  within  two  days  thereafter, 
notify  the  several  persons,  so  returned,  of  their 
election.  And  each  Board  shall  judge  of  the  le- 
gality of  the  elections,  returns,  and  qualifications, 

of  its  own  members,  and  shall  supply  vacancies  ..  , ^..„ 

in  its  own  body,  by  causing  elections  to  be  held  to    regulate  the  gauging  of  cask's  and  riqiiors"-  'the 


fill  the  same,  and  appoint  commissioners  to  hold 
the  same ;  and  such  commissioners  shall  give  at 
least  five  days'  public  notice  of  the  time  and  place 
of  holding  such  elections ;  each  of  the  members  of 
either  Board  shall,  before  entering  on  the  duties  of 
his  office,  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  ''faithfully 
to  execute  the  duties  of  his  office,  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  and  ability,"  which  oath  or  affirma- 
tion shall  be  administered  by  the,  Mayor  or  some 


storage  of  gunpowder,  and  all  naval  and  military 
stores,  not  the  property  of  the  United  States  ;  and 
the  weight  and  quality  of  bread ;  to  impose  and 
appropriate  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  for  the 
breach  of  their  laws  or  ordinances ;  and  to  pro- 
vide for  the  appointment  of  inspectors,  constables, 
and  such  other  officers  as  may  be  necessary  to  ex- 
ecute the  laws  of  the  corporation. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  U  further  enacted.  That  the  said 


justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Washington.  '  corporation  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to 

Sec.  7.  Ami  be  U  further  eimded,  That  the  cor-  lay  taxes  on  particular  wards,  parts,  or  sections  of 

poration  aforesaid  shall  have  full  power  and  au-  the  city,  for  their  particular  local  improvements  ; 

thonty  to  lay  and  collect  taxes  upon  the  real  and  and,  upon  the  application  of  the  owners  of  more 

personal  property  withm  the  said  city,  provided  than  one  half  of  the  property  upon  any  portion  of 

that  no  tax  shall  be  laid  upon  real  property,  at  a  I  a  street,  to  cause  the  curb  stones  to  be  set,  and  the 

higher  rate  than  three-quarters  of  one  per  centum  foot-ways  to  be  paved,  on  such  portion  of  a  street, 

on  the  assessment  valuation  thereof,  except  for  the  and  to  lay  a  tax  on  such  property,  to  the  amount 

special  purposes  hereinafter  provided ;  and  that  no  of  the  expense  thereof:  Provided,  That  such  tax 

tax  shall  be  laid  upon  the  wearing  apparel,   or  shall  not  exceed  three  dollars  per  front  foot ;  and, 

necessary  tools  and  implements  used  in  carrying  upon  a  like  application,  to  cause  the  carriage  way 

°?  ,\'*\*''^^^  ^^.  occupation  of  any  person ;  nor  of  anv  portion  of  a  street  to  be  paved,  or  lamps  to 

shall  the  same  be  subject  to  distress  and  sale  for  be  erected  therein,  and  light  the  same,  and  lay  a 

any  tax  ;  and,  alter  providing  for  all  objects  of  a  tax,  not  exceeding  the  whole  expense  thereof,  in 

general  nature  the  taxes  raised  on  the  assessable  due  proportion,  on  the  lots  fronting  on  such  portion 

property  m  each  ward  shall  be  expended  therein,  of  a  street,  and,  also,  to  impose  an  addition  or  in- 
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terest  on  the  amounts  of  any  such  taxes,  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  per  centum  per  annum,  when  the  same 
shall  not  have  been  paid  within  thirty  days  after 
the  same  shall  have  become  due.     The  said  cor- 
poration shall  also  have  power  and  authority  to 
provide  for  the  establishment  and  superintendence 
of  public  schools,  and  to  endow  the  same ;  to  es- 
tablish and  erect  hospitals  or  pest-houses,  watch, 
and  work-houses,  houses  of  correction,  peniten- 
tiary, and  other  public  buildings,  and  to  lay  and  col- 
lect taxes  for  the  exj)enses  thereof;  to  regulate  party 
or  other  walls  and  fences,  and  to  determine  by 
whom  the  same  shall  be  kept  in  repair ;  to  cause  new 
alleys  to  be  opened  through  the  squares,  and  to  ex- 
tend those  already  laid  out,  upon  the  application 
of  the  owners  of  more  than  on^-half  the  property 
in   such   squares:    Provided,    That   the   damages 
which  may  accrue  thereby  to  any  individual  or 
individuals,  shall  be  first  ascertained  by  a  jury,  to 
be  summoned  and  impannelled  by  the  Marshal  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  (and  it  is  hereby  made 
his  duty  to  summon  and  impannel  the  same,  in  all 
such  cases,  upon  application  to  him  in  writing  by 
the  mayor  ot  the  city,)  and  such  damages  to  be 
paid  by  the  corporation  ;  the  amount  thereof,  and 
the  expenses  accruing  shall  be  levied  in  due  pro- 
portion upon  the  individuals  whose  property  on 
>uch  squares  shall  be  benefited  thereby,  and  col- 
lected as  other  taxes  are;  to  occupy  and  improve, 
lor  public  purposes,  by  and  with  the  consent  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  any  part  of  the 
public  and  open  spaces  and  squares  in  said  city, 
not  interfering  with  any  private  rights ;  to  regu- 
late the  admeasurement  and  weight  by  which  all 
articles  brought  into  the  city  for  sale  shall  be  dis- 
posed of;  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  ap- 
praisers and  measurers  of  builders'  work  and  mate- 
rials, and  also  of  wood,  coal,  grain,  and  lumber ; 
to  restrain  and  prohibit  the  nightly  and  other  dis- 
orderly meetings  of  slaves,  free  negroes,  and  mulat- 
toes,  and  to  punish  such  slaves  by  whipping,  not 
exceeding  forty  stripes,  or  by  imprisonment,  not 
exceeding  six  months,  for  any  one  offence,  and  to 
punish  such  free  negroes  and  mulaltoes,  by  penal- 
ties, not   exceeding   twenty  dollars  for  any  one 
offence,  and  in  case  of  the  inability  of  any  such 
free  negro  or  mulatto  to  pay  any  such  penalty  and 
cost  thereon,  to  cause  him  or  her  to  be  confined  to 
labor  for   any  time   not  exceeding   six  calendar 
months ;  to  cause  all  vagrants,  idle,  or  disorderly 
persons,  all  persons  of  evil  life  or  ill  fame,  and  all 
such  as  have  no  visible  means  of  support,  or  are 
likely  to  become  chargeable  to  the  corporation  as 
paupers,  or  are  found  begging  or  drunk  in  or  about 
the  streets,  or  loitering  m  or  about  tippling  houses, 
or  who  can  show  no  reasonable  cause  of  business 
or  employment  in  the  city,  and  all  suspicious  per- 
sons who  have  no  fixed  place  of  residence,  or  who 
cannot  give  a  good  account  of  themselves ;  all 
eavesdroppers  and  nightwalkers ;  all  who  shall  be 
guilty  of  open  profanity,  or  grossly  indecent  lan- 
guage or  behaviour  publicly  in  the  streets;  all 
public  prostitutes,  and  such  as  lead  a  notoriously 
lewd  or  lascivious  course  of  life,  and  all  such  as 
keep  public  gaming  tables,  or  gaming  houses,  to 
give  security  for  their  good  behaviour  for  a  reason- 


able time,  and  to  indemnify  the  city  against  aay 
charge  for  their  support ;  and,  in  case  of  their  re- 
fusal or  inability  to  give  such  security,  to  c&uae 
them  to  be  confined  to  labor  until  such  security 
shall  be  given,  not  exceeding  however  one  year  at 
a  time ;  out,  if  they  shall  be  found  a^in  offend- 
ing, the  like  proceedings  may  be  again  had,  and^ 
from  time  to  time,  as  often  as  may  be  necessary ; 
to  enforce  the  departure  of  such  vagrants  and  pau- 
pers as  may  come  into  the  city  to  reside,  unless 
they  shall  give  ample  security  that  they  will  not 
become  chargeable  on  the  corporation  for  their 
support ;  to  provide  for  the  binding  out  as  appren- 
tices of  poor  orphan  children,  and  the  children  of 
drunkards,  vagrants,  and  paupers  ;  to  prescribe  the 
terms  and  conditions  upon  which  free  negroes  and 
mulattoes  may  reside  in  the  city;  to  authorize^ 
with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  drawing  of  lotteries  for  the  erection 
of  bridges,  and  effecting  any  important  improve- 
ments in  the  city,  which  the  ordinary  revenue 
thereof  will  not  accomplish,  for  the  term  of  ten 
years:  Provided,  That  the  amount  so  authorized 
to  be  raised  in  each  year  shall  not  exceed  the  sum 
of  ten  thousand  dollars,  clear  of  expenses  ;  to  take 
care  of  and  to  regulate  burial  grounds ;  to  provide 
for  the  registering  of  births,  deaths,  and  mar- 
riages ;  to  punish  corporeally  any  colored  servant 
or  slave  for  a  breach  of  any  of  their  laws  or  ordi- 
nances, unless  the  owner  or  holder  of  such  servant 
or  slave  shall  pay  the  fine  in  such  cases  provided ; 
and  to  pass  all  laws  which  shall  be  deemed  neces- 
sary and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  th« 
powers  vested  by  this  act  in  the  said  corporation 
or  its  officers. 

Sec.  9.  Attd  he  it  ftirlJier  enacted,  That  the  Mar- 
shal of  the  District  of  Columbia  shall  receive  and 
safely  keep  within  the  jail  for  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington, at  the  expense  of  the  said  corporation,  all 
persons  committed  thereto  under  or  by  authority 
of  the  provision?  of  this  act.  And  in  all  cases 
where  suit  shall  be  brought  before  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  for  the  recovery  of  any  fine  or  penalty  aris- 
ing or  incurred  for  a  breach  of  any  law  or  ordi- 
nance of  the  corporation,  execution  shall  and  may 
be  issued  as  in  all  other  cases  of  small  debts. 

Sec.  10.  Aitd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  real 
property,  whether  improved  or  unimproved,  in  the 
City  of  Washington,  on  which  two  or  more  years' 
taxes  shall  have  remained  due  and  unpaid,  or  on 
which  any  special  tax,  imposed  by  virtue  of  au- 
thority of  the  provisions  of  this  ac*,  shall  have 
remained  unpaid  for  two  or  more  years  after  the 
same  shall  have  become  due,  or  so  much  thereof, 
not  less  than  a  lot,  (when  the  property  upon  which 
the  tax  has  accrued  is  not  less  than  that  quantity,) 
as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  any  such  taxes,  with 
all  legal  costs  and  charges  arising  thereon,  may 
be  sold  at  public  sale  to  satisfy  the  corporation 
therefor :  Provided,  That  public  notice  be  given  of 
the  time  and  place  of  sale,  by  advertising,  once  a 
week,  in  some  newspaper  printed  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  for  at  least  six  months,  where  the  pro- 
perty is  assessed  to  persons  residing  out  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  for  three  months,  where  the  property  is 
assessed  to  persons  residing  in  the  United  States, 
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but  without  the  District  of  Columbia  ;  and  for  six 
weeks,  where  the  property  is  assessed  to  persons 
residing  within    the    District  of  Columbia  ;   in 
*  which  advertisement  shall  be  stated  the  number 
of  the  lot  or  lots,  (if  the  square  has  been  divided 
into  lots,)  the  number  of  the  square  or  squares,  or 
Other  sufficient  definite  description  of  the  prop- 
erty selected  for  sale,  the  name  of  the  person  or 
persons  to  whom  the  same  may  have  been  asses- 
sed, for  the  respective  years'  taxes  due  thereon,  as 
also  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom  the  same  is 
assessed,  and  the  aggregate  amount  of  taxes  due. 
The  purchaser  or  purchasers  of  any  such  property 
shall  pay,  at  the  time  of  such  sale,  the  amount  of 
the  taxes  due  on  the  property  so  purchased  by  him, 
her,  or  them,  respectively,  with  the  amount  of  the 
expenses  of  sale  ;  and  he,  she,  or  they,  shall  pay  the 
residue  of  the  purchase  money  within  ten  days  after 
the  expiration  of  two  years  from  the  day  of  sale,  to 
the  collector  of  taxes,  or  other  officer  of  the  Cor- 
poration authorized  to  receive  the  same  ;  and  the 
amount  of  such  residue  shall  be  placed  in  the  city 
treasury,  where  it  shall  remain,  subject  to  the  or- 
der of  the  original  proprietor  or  proprietors,  his, 
her,  or  their,  legal  representatives ;  and  the  pur- 
chaser or  purchasers  shall  receive  a  title  in  fee 
simple,  in  and  to  the  lot  or  lots  so  sold  and  pur- 
chased, under  the  hand  of  the  Mayor  and  seal  of 
the  Corporation,  which  shall  be  deemed  good  and 
va^id   in   law   and   equity :    FT(xtided,  nttertheUss, 
1  bat  il,  within  two  years  from  the  day  of  any 
such  sale,  or  before  such  purchaser  or  purchasers 
shall  have  paid  the  residue  of  the  purchase  money 
as  ajoresaid,  the  proprietors  of  any  property  which 
shall  have  been  sold  as  aforesaid,  his,  her,  or  their 
heirs,  agents,  or  legal  representatives,  shall  repay 
to  such  purchaser  or  purchasers  the  moneys  paid 
for  the  taxes  and  expenses  as  aforesaid,  together 
with  ten  per  centum  per  annum,  as  interest  there- 
on, or  make  a  tender  thereof,  or  shall  deposite  the 
same  in  the  hands  of  the  Mayor  of  the  city  or 
other  officer  of  the  Corporation  appointed  to  re- 
ceive the  same,  for  the  use  of  such  purchaser  or 
purchasers,  and  subject  to  his,  her,  or  their  heirs 
or  legal  representatives'  order,  of  which  such  pur- 
chaser, his  heirs,  or  legal  representatives,  shall  be 
immediately  informed  by  notice,  in  some  newspa- 
per printed  in  the  city  of  Washington,  or  other- 
wise he,  she,  or  they,  shall  be  reinstated  in  his,  her 
or  their,  original  right  and  title,  as  if  no  such  sale 
bad  been  made.    And  if  any  such  purchaser  shall 
tail  to  pay  the  residue  of  the  purchase  money  as 
aforesaid,  withm  the  time  required  by  this  section 
for  any  property  so  purchased  by  him,  he  shall 
pay  ten  per  centum  per  annum,  as  interest  thereon 
and  in  addition  to  such  residue,  to  be  computed 
from  the  expiration  of  the  two  years  as  aforesaid 
until  the  actual  payment  of  such  residue,  and  the 
receiving  of  a  conveyance  from  the  Corporation  • 
and  the  said  interest  shall  alike  be  subjfct  to  the 
order  of  the  original  proprietor  or  proprietors,  as 
the  residue  of  the  purchase  money  as  aforesaid  • 
rrooifUd,  also,  That  no  sale  shall  be  made,  in  pur- 
suance of  this  section,  of  any  improved  property 
whereon  there  is  personal  property  of  sufficient 
value  to  pay  the  said  taxes ;  and  that  minors, 


mortgagees,  or  others,  having  equitable  interests  in 
real  property,  which  property  shall  be  sold  for  taxes 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  allowed  one  year  after  such 
minors  coming  to  or  being  of  full  age,  or  after 
such  mortgagees  and  others,  having  equitable  in- 
terests obtaining  possession  of,  or  a  decree  for  the 
sa  e  of  such  property,  to  redeem  the  property  so 
sold  from  the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  W  her  or 
their  assigns,  on  paying  the  amount  of  purchase 
DQoney  so  paid  therefor,  with  ten  per  cent!  interest 
thereon,  as  aforesaid,  and  all  the  taxes  that  have 
been  paid  thereon  by  the  purchaser,  or  his  assigns 
between  the  day  of  sale  and  the  period  of  such 
redemption,  with   ten  per  cent,  interest  on  the 
amount  of  such  taxes,  and  also  the  full  value  of 
the  improvements^ which  may  have  been  made  or 
erected  on  such  property,  by  the  purchaser,  or  his 
assigns,  while  the  same  was  in  his  or  their  pos- 
session: ^«rf  proTided,  moreavfr,   That  where  the 
estate  of  the  tenant  in  default,  as  for  years,  or  for 
hie  or  lives,  shall  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  taxes 
chargeable  thereujwn,  such  estate  only  shall  be 
liable  to  be  sold  under  the  provisions  of  this  act 

Sec  n  And  be  U^further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  collector,  or  other  officer,  (duly 
authorized)  to  postpone,  after  such  advertisement, 
the  sale  of  any  property  advertised  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  foregoing  section,  to  any 
uture  day,  for  the  want  of  bidders,  he  giving  puli- 
Iic  notice  of  such  postponement,  and  the  sale,  made 
at  such  postponed  time,  shall  be  equally  valid  as  if 
made  on  the  day  stated  in  the  advertisement. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  ^further  enacted,  That  the  per- 
son or  persons  appointed  to  collect  any  tax  im- 
posed by  virtue  of  the  powers  granted  by  this  act, 
shall  have  authority  to  collect  the  same  by  distres.^ 
and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  persons 
chargeable  therewith ;  but  no  such  sale  shall  be 
made  unless  ten  days'  previous  notice  thereof  be 
given  m  some  newspaper  printed  in  the  city  of 
VVashiDgton,  and  the   provisions  of  the  acts  of 
Assembly  of  Maryland,  now  in  force  within  the 
county  of  Washington,  relating  to  the  right  of  re- 
plevying personal  property  taken  in  execution  for 
public  taxes,  shall  apply  to  all  cases  of  personal 
property  taken  by  distress  to  satisfy  taxes  imposed 
by  virtue  of  this  act. 
Sec.  13.  And  be  itfuHhtr  enacted,  That  the  levy 

court  of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  shall  not  possess  the  power  of  assessing 
any  tax  on  property  in  the  city  of  Washington! 
nor  shall  the  Corporation  of  the  said  city  be  obliged 
to  contribute,  in  any  manner,  towards  the  expenses 
or  expenditures  of  said  court,  except  for  the  one- 
haJt  part  of  the  expenses  incurred  on  account  of  the 
orphans'  court,  the  office  of  coroner,  the  jail  of 
said  county,  and  the  opening  and  repairing  of  roads 
in  the  county  of  Washington,  east  of  Rock  Creek, 
eading  directly  to  the  city  of  Washington  ;  but 
the  said  Corporation  shall  have  the  sole  control 
and  management  of  the  bridge  across  or  over  Rock 
Creek,  at  the  termination  of  K  street  north  ;  and 
shall  be  chargeable  with  the  expense  of  keeping 
the  same  in  repair,  and  rebuilding  it  when  ne- 
cessary. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  clerk 
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of  the  circuit  court,  and  the  register  of  wills,  for  that  part  to  the  eastward  of  First  street  west,  to 
the  county  of  Wa.«ihington,  respectively,  shall  fur-  '  the  westward  of  Eighth  street  east,  and  to  the 
nish  the  register  of  the  city,  or  other  officer  of  the  I  northward  of  E  street  south,  shall  constitute  the 
Corporation,  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  on  or  i  fourth ;  that  part  to  the  eastward  of  Tenth  street 
about  the  first  Monday  in  January  and  July,  in  '  east,  to  the  westward  of  Fourth  street  east,  and  to 
every  year,  correct  lists  of  the  transfers  of  real  pro-  the  southward  of  E  street  south,  shall  constitute 
perty  in  the  city,  during  the  next  preceding  half  the  fifth ;  and  the  residue  of  the  city  shall  consti- 
ycar,  as  far  as  can  be  a^certained  by  the  records  in  tute  the  sixth  ward.  The  expenses  which  may  be 
their  respective  offices;  and  the  ^aid  Corporation  incurred  in  improving  and  repairing  the  streets 
shall  make  to  the  said  clerk  and  register  of  wills  j  which  form  the  boundaries  of  the  several  wards 
such  coin|>ensation  therefor,  as  shall  be  agreed  on  shall  be  defrayed  out  of  the  taxes  raised  in  the  sev- 
between  the  respective  parties,  not  exceeding  six  |  eral  wards  which  adjoin  the  same,  respectively,  in 
cents  for  each  transfer  on  such  lists.  equal  proportions;  and  the  present  Boards  ot  Al- 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Com-  '  dermen  and  Common  Council  shall,  before  the  first 
raissioner  of  the  Public  Buildings,  or  other  person  '  Monday  in  June  next,  apportion  by  law  such  por- 
appointed  to  superintend  the  United  States'  dis-  tions  of  tile  debt  of  the  city  as  have  been  hereto- 
bursements  in  the  City  of  Washington,  shall  reim-  fore  chargeable  to  the  existing  wards  amongst  the 
burse  to  the  said  corporation  a  just  proportion  of ;  wards  established  by  this  section,  upon  just  and 
any  expense  which  may  hereafter  be  incurred  in  '  equitable  principles.  And  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
laying  open,  paving,  or  otherwise  improving,  any  !  shall,  so  soon  as  the  same  shall  have  been  organ- 
of^  the  streets  or  avenues  in  front  of  or  adjoining  ,  i/ed,  on  the  second  Monday  in  June  next,  divide 
to,  or  which  may  pass  through  or  between,  any  of ,  the  members  into  two  classes,  in  manner  follow- 


the  public  squares  or  reservations ;  which  propor 
tion  shall  determined  by  a  comparison  of  the  length 
of  the  front  or  fronts  of  the  said  squares  or  reser- 
vations of  the  United  States  on  any  such  street  or 
avenue,  with  the  whole  extent  of'^  the  two  sides 
thereof;  and  he  shall  cause  the  curb-stones  to  be 


ing,  to  wit :  Those  members  who  are  now  in  office, 
and  by  virtue  of  their  election  in  June  last  shall 
be  entitled  to  take  their  seats  in  the  new  board,  as 
members  from  the  wards  in  which  they  shall 
respectively  reside,  shall  be  placed  in  the  first  class; 
and  those  members  who  shall  be  elected  from  the 
set,  and  foot-ways  to  be  paved,  on  the  side  or  sides  same  wards  in  June  next  shall  be  placed  in  the  sec- 
of  any  such  street  or  avenue,  whenever  the  said  ond  class;  and  the  other  members  shall  be  placed 
corporation  shall  by  law  direct  such  improvements  in  their  respective  classes  by  lot;  and  the  seats  of 
to  be  made  by  the  proprietors  of  the  lots  on  the  op-  the  first  class  shall  be  vacated  at  the  end  of  the 
positesideof  any  such  street  or  avenue,  or  adjacent  first  year,  and  the  seats  of  the  second  class  shall 
to  any  such  square  or  reservation;  and  he  shall  cause  be  vacated  at  the  end  of  the  second  year;  so  that 
the  foot-ways  to  be  paved,  and  the  curb-stones  to  '  one  member  shall  be  elected  in  each  ward  every 
be  set,  in^  front  of  any  lot  or  lots  belonging  to  the  year  thereafter.  And  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
United  States,  when  the  like  improvements  shall  Aldermen  shall  be  hereafter  ^aroj^ic-io  justices  of  the 
be  ordered  by  the  corporation,  in  front  of  the  lots  j  peace  for  the  county  of  Washington,  unless  hold- 
adjoining  or  squares  adjacent  thereto;  and  he  shall  I  ing  commissions  in  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the 
defray  the  expenses  directed  by  this  section  out  of:  United  States. 


any  moneys  arising  from  the  sale  of  lots  in  the 
City  of  Washington  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
and  from  no  other  fund. 

Sec  16.  And  be  itfurtlier  enacted,  That  the  pres- 
ent Boards  of  Aldermen  and  -Common  Council 
shall,  before  the  last  Monday  in  May  next,  divide 
the  said  city  into  as  many  wards  as  in  their  opin- 
ion shall  be  most  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the 
city ;  and  the  Boards  of  Aldermen  and  Common 
Council  may  from  time  to  time,  as  the  interests  of 
the  city  shall  require,  alter  the  number  and  bound- 
aries of  the  said  wards :  Provided,  That  the  said 
wards  shall  at  all  times  be  so  laid  off,  altered,  and 
bounded,  that  each  ward  shall  comprise,  as  near 


Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act 
shall  continue  in  force  for  and  during  the  term  of 
twenty  years,  and  until  Congress  shall  by  law  de- 
termine otherwise. 

Approved,  May  15,  1820. 


An  Act  providing  for  the  beUer  organization  of  the 
Treasury  Department. 

Be  it  enacted,  <f  c.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such 
officer  of  the  Treasury  Department  as  the  President 
of  the  Unfted  States  shall,  from  time  to  time,  de- 
signate for  that  purpose,  as  the  agent  of  the  Trea- 
sury, to  direct  and  superintend  all  orders,  suits,  or 
as  may  be,  an  equal  number  of  the  inhabitants  of !  proceedings,  in  law  or  equity,  for  the  recovery  of 


the  said  city  :  And  provided,  however,  That  if  such 
division  shall  not  be  made  prior  to  the  said  last 
Monday  in  May,  then  the  said  city  shall  be  divided 
into  six  wards,  in  manner  following,  to  wit:  All 
that  part  of  said  city  westward  of  Sixteenth  street 
west  shall  constitute  the  first ;  that  part  to  the  east- 
ward of  Sixteenth  street  west,  and  to  the  westward 
of  Tenth  street  west,  shall  constitute  the  second  ; 
that  part  to  the  eastward  of  Tenth  street  west,  to 
the  westward  of  First  street  west,  and  to  the  north- 
ward of  E  street  south,  shall  constitute  the  third ; 


money,  cl^attels,  lands,  tenements,  or  heredita- 
ments, in  the  name,  and  for  the  use,  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and 
after  the  thirtieth  day  of  September  next,  if  any 
collector  of  the  revenue,  receiver  of  public  money, 
or  other  officer,  who  shall  have  received  the  pub- 
lic money  before  it  is  paid  into  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  shall  fail  to  render  his  account, 
or  pay  over  *'  e  same  in  the  manner,  or  within  the 
time,  required  by  law,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
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First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury'  to  cause  to  be 
stated  the  account  of  such  collector,  receiver  of 
public  money,  or  other  officer,  exhibiting  truly  the 
amount  due  to  the  United  States,  and  certify  the 
same  to  the  agent  of  the  Treasury,  who  is  hereby 
authorized  and  reijuired  to  issue  a  warrant  of  dis- 
tress against  such  delinquent  officer  and  his  sureties, 
directed  to  the  marshal  of  the  district  in  which 
such  delinquent  officer  and  his  surety  or  sureties 
.    shall  reside ;  and  where  the  said  officer  and  his 
surety  or  sureties  shall  reside  in  different  districts, 
or  where  they,  or  either  of  them,  shall  reside  in  a 
district  other  than  that   in  which  the  estate  of 
either  may  be  situate,  which  may  be  intended  to 
be  taken  and  sold,  then  such  warrant  shall  be  di- 
rected to  the  marshals  of  such  districts,  and  to 
their   deputies,   respectively ;    therein    specifying 
the  amount  with  which  such  delinquent  is  charge- 
able, and  such  sums,  if  any,  which  have  been  paid. 
And  the  marshal  authorized  to  execute  such  war- 
rant, shall,  by  himself  or  by  his  deputy,  proceed  to 
levy  and  collect  the  sum  remaining  due,  by  distress 
and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattefs  of  such  delin- 
quent officer,  having  given  ten  days'  previous  no- 
tice of  such  intended  sale,  by  affixing  an  advertise- 
ment of  the  articles  to  be  sold  at  two  or  more  pub- 
lic places  in  the  town  or  county  where  the  said 
goo<ls  or  chattels  were  taken,  or'  in  the  town  or 
county  where  the  owner  of  such  goods  or  chattels 
may  reside ;  and  if  the  sroods  and"  chattels  be  not 
sufficient  to  satisfy  the'  said  warrant,  the  same 
may  be  levied  upon  the  person  of  such  officer,  who 
may  hn  committed  to  prison,  there  to  remain  until 
discharged  by  due  course  of  law.     Notwithstand- 
ing the  commitment  of  such  officer,  or  if  he  ab- 
sc^d,  or  if  goods  and  chattels  cannot  be  found 
sufficient  to  satisfy  the  said  warrant,  the  marshal 
or  his  deputy  may  and  shall  proceed  to  levy  and  col- 
lect the  sum  which  remains  due  by  such  delinquent 
officer,  by  the  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and 
chattels  of  the  surety  or  sureties  of  such  officer ; 
having  given  ten  days'  previous  notice  of  such  in- 
tended sale,  bv  affixing  an  advertisement  of  the  ar- 
ticles to  be  sold  at  two  or  more  public  places  in  the 
town  or  county  where  the  said  goods  or  chat- 
tels were  taken,  or  in  the  town  or  county  where 
the  owner  of  such  goods  or  chattels  resides.     And 
^je  amount  due  by  any  such  officer  as  aforesaid 
shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a 
lien  UDon  the  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments, 
of  such  officer  and  his  sureties,  from  the  date  of  a 
levy  in  pursuance  of  the  warrant  of  distress  issued 
against  him  or  them,  and  a  record  thereof  made  in 
the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  the 
proper  district,  until  the  same  shall  be  dischartred 
according  to  law.    And  Aw  want  of  goods  Ind 
chattels  of  such  officer,  or  his  surety  or  sureties, 
sufficient  to  satisfy  any  warrant  of  distress  issued 
pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  lands, 
tenements,  and  hereditaments,  of  such  officer,  and 
his  surety  or  sureties,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may 
be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  after  being  adver- 
tised for  at  least  three  weeks  in  not  less  than  three 
public  places  in  the  county  or  district  where  such 
real  estate  is  situate,  prior  to  the  time  of  sale,  may 
and  shall  be  sold  by  the  marshal  of  such  district 


or  his  deputy ;  and  for  all  lands,  tenements,  or 
hereditaments,  sold  in  pursuance  of  the  authority 
aforesaid,  the  conveyance  of  the  marshals  or  their 
a  deputies,  executed  in  due  form  of  law,  shall  give 
valid  title  against  all  persons  claiming  under  such 
delinquent  officer,  or  liis  surety  or  sureties.  And 
all  moneys  which  may  remain  of  the  proceeds  of 
such  sales,  after  satisfying  the  said  warrant  of 
distress,  and  paying  the  reasonable  costs  and 
charges  of  the  sale,  shall  be  returned  to  such  de- 
linquent officer  or  surety,  as  the  case  may  be: 
Provided^  That  the  summary  process  herein  di- 
rected shall  not  affect  any  surety  of  any  officer  of 
the  United  States,  who  became  bound  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  before  the  passing  of  this  act ;  but  each 
and  every  such  officer  shall,  on  or  before  the  thir- 
tieth day  of  September  next,  give  new  and  suffi- 
cient sureties  for  the  performance  of  the  duties 
required  of  such  officer. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  if  further  enacted.  That,  from  and 
after  the  thirtieth  day  of  September  next,  if  any 
officer  employed,  or  who  has  heretofore  been  em- 
ployed, in  the  civil,  military,  or  naval  departments 
of  the  Government,  to  disburse  the  public  money 
appropriated  for  the  service  of  those  departments, 
respectively,  shall  fail  to  render  his  account,  or  to 
pay  over,  in  the  manner,  and  in  the  times,  required 
by  law,  or  the  regulations  of  the  department  to 
which  he  is  accountable,  any  sum  ol  money  re- 
maining in  the  hands  of  such  officer,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  First  or  Second  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  as  the  case  may  be,  who  shall  be  charged 
with  the  revision  of  the  accounts  of  such  officer, 
to  cause  to  be  stated,  and  certify,  the  account  of 
such  delinquent  officer  to  the  agent  of  the  Treasury, 
I  who  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  immediately 
I  to  proceed  against  such  delinquent  officer,  in  the 
manner  directed  in  the  preceding  section,  all  the 
provisions  of  which  are  hereby  declared  to  hv  appli- 
cable to  every  officer  of  the  Government  charged 
with  the  disbursement  of  the  public  money,  and  to 
their  sureties,  in  the  same  manner,  and  to  the  same 
extent,  as  if  they  had  been  described  and  enume- 
rated  in   the   said   section  :  ProvitUd.  nevtrtheley, 
That  the  said  a^ent  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  cases 
arising  under  this  or  the  preceding  section,  may 
postpone,  for  a  reasonable  time,  the  institution  of 
the  proceedings  required  by  this  act,  where,  in  his 
opinion,  the  public  interest  will  sustain  no  injury 
by  such  fwstponement. 

Sec.  4.  And  be   il  furtktr  enacted.  That  if  any 
person  should  consider  himself  aggrieved  by  any 
warrant  issued  under  this  act,  he  m'ay  prefer  a  bill 
of  complaint  to  any  district  judge  of  the  United 
States,  setting  forth  therein  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  injury  of  which  he  complains,  and  there- 
upon the  judge  aforesaid  may.  if  in  his  opinion  the 
case  requires  it,  grant  an  injunction  to  stay  pro- 
ceedin^son  such  warrant  altogether,  or  for  so  much 
thereofas  the  nature  of  the  case  requires  ;  but  no 
injunction  shall  issue  till  the  party  applying  for 
the  same  shall  give  bond,  and  sufficient  security, 
conditioned  for  the  performance  of  such  judgment 
as  shall  be  awarded  against  the  complainant,  in 
such  amount  as  the  judge  granting  the  injunction 
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shall  prescribe ;  nor  shall  the  issuing  of  such  in- 
junction in  any  manner  impair  the  lien  produced 
by  the  issuing  of  such  warrant.  And  the  same 
proceedings  shall  be  had  on  such  injunction  as  in 
other  cases,  except  that  no  answer  shall  be  neces- 
sary on  the  part  of  the  United  States ;  and  if,  upon 
dissolving  the  injunction,  it  shall  appear,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  judge  who  shall  decide  upon  the 
same,  that  the  application  for  the  injunction  was 
merely  for  delay,  in  addition  to  the  lawful  interest 
which  shall  be  assessed  on  all  sums  which  may  be 
found  due  against  the  complainant,  the  said  judge 
is  hereby  authorized  to  add  such  damages  as  that, 
with  the  lawful  interest,  it  shall  not  exceed  the 
rate  of  ten  per  centum  per  annum  on  the  principal 
sum. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  such  in- 
junction may  be  granted  or  dissolved  by  sucli 
judge,  either  in  or  out  of  court. 

Sec.  6.  Aral  he  it  furtlur  enacted.  That  if  any 
person  shall  consider  himself  aggrieved  by  the  de- 
cision of  such  judge,  either  in  refusing  to  issue  the 
injunction,  or,  if  granted,  on  its  dissolution,  it  shall 
be  competent  for  such  person  to  lay  a  copy  of  the 
proceedings  had  before  the  district  judge,  before  a 
judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  to  whom  authority 
is  hereby  given,  either  to  grant  the  injunction,  or 
permit  an  appeal,  as  the  case  may  be,  if,  in  the 
opinion  of  such  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the 
equity  of  the  case  requires  it ;  and  thereupon  the 
same  proceedings  shall  be  had  upon  such  injunc- 
tion, in  the  circuit  court,  as  are  prescribed  in  the 
district  court,  and  subject  to  the  same  conditions 
iu  all  respects  whatsoever. 

Sec.  7.  Atul  he  it  further  eiiaded,  That  the  at- 
torneys of  the  United  States,  for  the  several  judi- 
cial (fistricts  of  the  United  States,  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  all  suits  in  the  ^ame,  in  the  name  and  for 
the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  shall  conform  to 
such  directions  and  instructions,  touching  the 
same,  as  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  given  to  them 
respectively,  by  the  said  agent  of  the  Treasury. 
And  it  shall,  moreover,  be  the  duty  of  each  of  the 
said  attorneys,  immediately  after  the  end  of  every 
term  of  the  district  and  circuit  courts,  or  of  any 
State  court,  in  which  any  suit  or  action  may  be 
pending,  on  behalf  of  the  t'nited  States,  under  the 
directio^fany  district  attorney,  to  forward  to  the 
said  agrat  of  the  Treasury  a  statement  of  the  cases 
which  have  been  decided,  during  the  said  term, 
together  with  such  information  touching  such  cases 
as  may  not  have  been  decided,  as  may  be  required 
by  the  said  officer. 

Sec.  8.  Atulhe  U  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  clerks  of  the  district  and  circuit 
courts,  within  thirty  days  after  the  adjournment 
of  each  successive  term  of  the  said  courts  respec- 
tively, to  forward  to  the  said  agent  of  the  Treasury 
a  list  of  all  judgments  and  decrees  which  have 
been  entered  in  the  said  courts  resf)ectively,  during 
such  term,  to  which  the  United  States  are  parties, 
showing  the  amount  which  has  been  so  adjusted 
or  decreed  for  or  against  the  United  States,  and 
stating  the  term  to  which  execution  thereon  will 
be  returnable.  And  it  shall,  in  like  manner,  be  the 
duty  of  the  marshals  of  the  several  judicial  dis- 


tricts of  the  United  States,  within  thirty  days  be- 
fore the  commencement  of  the  several  terras  of  the 
said  courts,  to  make  returns  to  the  said  agent,  of 
the  proceedings  which  have  taken  place  upon  all 
writs  of  execution  or  other  process  which  have  been 
placed  in  his  hands  for  the  collection  of  the  money 
which  had  been  so  adjudged  and  decreed  to  the 
United  States,  in  the  said  courts  respectively. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  ejiacted,  Tnat  nothing  in 
this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  to  take  away 
or  impair  any  right  or  remedy  which  the  United 
States  now  have,  bylaw,  for  the  recovery  of  taxes, 
debts,  or  demands. 

Approved,  May  15,  1820. 

An  Act  authorizing  the  building  of  a  certain  number 
of  small  Veft^els  of  War,  &.c. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  to  be 
built  and  equipped  any  number  of  small  vessels 
of  war  (not  exceeding  five)  which,  in  his  judg- 
ment, the  public  service  may  require;  the  said 
vessels  to  be  of  a  force  not  more  than  twelve  guns 
each,  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  President. 
And,  for  carrying  this  act  into  effect,  the  sum  of 
sixty  thousand  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated,  to 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  May  15,  1820. 


An  Act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  an  act,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  provide  for  persons  who  were  disa- 
bled by  known  wounds,  received  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,"  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  (f-c.  That  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  for  persons  who  were  disabled  by  known 
wounds  received  in  the  Revolutionary  war,"  passed 
on  the  tenth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  six;  and  limited,  as  in  said  act  declared,  to 
the  term  of  six  years,  and  afterwards  revived  and 
continued  in  force  by  an  act,  entitled  "An  [act]  to 
revive  and  continue  in  force  'An  act  to  provide 
for  persons  who  were  disabled  by  known  wounds 
received  in  the  Revolutionary  war,"  and  for  other 
purposes,  for  and  during  the  term  of  six  years,"  as 
in  the  said  act  is  declared,  shall  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  revived,  and  is  continued  in  force  for 
one  year,  and  no  longer,  from  the  passing  of  this 
act :  Provided,  That  this  act  shall  not  be  construed 
to  repeal  or  make  void  the  fourth  section  of  an 
act,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  invalid  pensions," 
passed  the  third  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
nundred  and  nineteen ;  but  the  said  fourth  section 
of  the  said  last  mentioned  act  shall  be,  and  hereby 
is  declared  to  be,  in  full  force  and  effect ;  any 
thing  in  the  said  act,  hereby  revived  and  made 
perpetual,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  2.  Aiui  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  right 
any  person  now  has,  or  may  hereafter  acquire,  to 
receive  a  pension  in  virtue  of  any  law  of  the 
United  States,  be  considered  to  commence  at  the 
time  of  completing  his  testimony,  pursuant  to  the 
act  hereby  revived  and  continued  in  force. 

Sec.  3.  Aiul  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the  agents 
for  the  payment  of  invalid  pensioners  of  the  Uni- 
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ted  States  shall,  in  future,  be  required  to  give  bond, 
with  two  or  more  sureties,  to  be  anprored  by  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  in  a  sum 
not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars,  for  the  faith- 
ful discharge  of  the  duties  coOfided  to  thera,  re- 
spectively. 
Approved,  May  15,  1820. 


An  Act  designating  the  porta  within  which  only  for- 
eign armed  ve8»eis  shall  be  permitted  to  enter. 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That    after  the  first  day  of 
Jul'.-,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  it 
shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  foreign  armed  vessels 
to  enter  any  harbor  belonging  to  the  United  States 
excepting  only  those  of  Portland,  Boston,  New 
London,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Norfolk,  Smith- 
ville,  in  North  Carolina,  Charleston,  and  Mobile  • 
unless  when  such  vessels  shall  be  forced  in  by  dis- 
tress ;  by  the  dangers  of  the  sea,  or  by  being  pur- 
sued by  an  enemy,  and  be  unable  tp  make  any  of 
the  ports  above  mentioned;  in  which  cases,  the 
commanding  oflScer  shall  immediately  report  his 
vessel  to  the  collector  of  the  district,  statin*  the 
object  or  causes  of  his  entering  such  harbor  ;  shall 
take  such  position  therein  as  shall  be  assigned  him 
by  such  collector ;  and  shall  conform  himself  to 
such  regulations  as  shall  be  signified  to  him  by  the 
said  collector,  under  the  authority  and  directions 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
employ  such  part  of  the  land  and  naval  forces  of 
the  United  States,  or  the  militia  thereof,  as  he  may 
deem  neces.<sary  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the 
first  section  of  this  act ;  and  the  President  shall 
also  be  authorized  to  employ  such  forces  to  pre- 
vent any  foreign  armed  vessel  from  entering  or  re- 
maining  within  any  waters  within  the  jurisdiction 
ot  the  United  States,  except  such  as  shall  lie  in 
her  direct  course  in  entering  from  sea,  or  leaving 
to  proceed  to  sea,  either  of  the  harbors  above  men- 
tioned. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  this  act 
shall  continue  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  July 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  and 
no  longer. 

Approved,  May  15,  1820. 


Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  appeals 
;  *".^,  y>ts.  of  error  shall  lie  from  decisions  in  the 
I  said  district  court  for  the  western  district  of  Penn- 
I  sylvan la,  when  exercising  the  powers  of  a  circuit 
court,  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
in  the  same  manner  as  from  circuit  courts ;  and 
that  so  much  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  en- 
titled "An  act  to  divide  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
into  two  judicial  districts,"  passed  on  the  twen- 
tieth day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighteen,  as  provides  that  writs  of  error  shall 
lie  from  decisions  in  the  said  district  court,  to  the 
circuit  court  in  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylva- 
nia be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  there  shall 
be  allowed  to  the  district  attorney,  and  to  the  mar- 
shal of  the  said  western  district  of  Pennsylvania 
and  the  northern  district  of  New  York,  the  yearly 
sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  each  ;  to  commence 
from  the  twentieth  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen  ;  to  be  paid  quarterly 
at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  May  15,  1820. 


An  Act  for  altering  the  times  for  holding  the  Circuit 
Court  of  the  United  Stales  for  the  Western  District 
of  Pennsjivania. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c..  That  the  terms  of  the  district 
court  for  the  western  district  of  Pennsylvania 
which  are  now  directed  by  law  to  be  holden  on  the 
hrst  Mondays  of  the  months  of  June  and  Decem- 
ber, in  each  year,  shall  hereafter  be  holden  for  the 
said  district,  on  the  first  Monday  in  May,  and  sec- 
ond Monday  in  October,  in  each  year. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  actions, 
suits,  process,  pleadings,  and  other  proceedin<rs 
commenced  or  pending  in  the  said  district  cou'^rt! 
shall  be  as  good  and  valid  to  the  said  first  Monday 
in  May,  and  second  Monday  in  October,  in  each 
year,  as  if  this  change  had  not  been  made,  any  law 
10  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  Act 
concerning  navigation." 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That,  from  and  after  the  thir- 
tieth day  of  Seotember  next,  the  ports  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  be  and  remain  closed  against  every 
vessel  owned  wholly  or  in  part  by  a  subject  or  sub- 
jects of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  coming  or  arriving 
by  sea,  from  any  port  or  place  in  the  province  of 
Lower  Canada,  or  coming  or  arriving  from  any 
port  or  place  in  the  province  of  New  Brunswick 
the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  the  islands  of  New- 
foundland, St.  Johns  or  Cape  Breton,  or  the  de- 
pendencies of  any  of  them,  the  islands  of  Bermuda, 
the  Bahama  islands,  the  islands  called  Caicos,  or 
the  dependencies  of  any  of  them,  or  from  any 
other  port  or  place  in  any  island,  colony,  territory, 
or  possession  under  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain 
in  the  West  Indies,  or  on  the  continent  of  Ame- 
rica, south  of  the  southern  boundary  of  the  United 
States,  and  not  included  within  the  act  to  which 
this  act  IS  supplementary.     And  every  such  vessel 
so  excluded  from  the  ports  of  the  United  States, 
that  shall  enter  or  attempt  to  enter  the  same,  in 
violation  of  this  act,  shall,  with  her  tackle,  ap- 
parel, and  furniture,  together  with  the  cargo  on 
board  such  vessel,  be  forfeited  to  the  United  States 
Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and 
after  the  thirtieth  day  of  September  next,  theowner 
consignee,  or  agent,  of  every  vessel  owned  wholly 
or  in  part  by  a  subject  or  subjects  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty,  which  shall  have  been  duly  entered  in 
anyport  of  the  United  Slates,  and  on  board  of 
which  shall  have  been  there  laden,  for  exportation, 
any  article  or  articles  of  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manufacture,  of  the  United  States,  other  than  pro- 
visions and  sea-stores  necessary  for  the  voyage,  shall, 
before  such  vessel  shall  have  been  cleared  outward 
at  the  custom-house,  give  bond,  in  a  sum  double  the 
value  of  such  article  or  articles,  with  one  or  more 
sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector,  that 
the  article  or  articles  so  laden  on  board  such  ves- 
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sel,  for  exportation,  shall  be  landed  in  some  port 
or  place  otner  than  a  port  or  place  in  any  province, 
island,  colony,  territory,  or  possession,  belonging 
to  His  Britannic  Majesty,  that  is  mentioned  or 
described  in  this  act,  or  in  the  act  to  which  this 
act  is  supplementary.  And  every  such  vessel  that 
shall  sail,  or  attempt  to  sail,  from  any  port  of  the 
United  States,  without  having  complied  with  the 
provisions  aforesaid,  by  giving  bond  as  aforesaid, 
shall,  with  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  to- 
gether with  the  article  or  articles  aforesaid,  laden 
on  board  the  same  as  aforesaid,  be  forfeited  to  the 
United  Slates:  Provided,  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  be  deemed  or  construed  so  as  to 
violate  any  provision  of  the  convention  to  regu- 
late commerce  between  the  territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  signed 
the  third  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifteen. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and 
after  the  thirtieth  day  of  September  next,  no  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  imported  into  the 
United  States  of  America  from  the  province  of 
Nova  Scotia,  the  province  of  New  Brunswick, 
the  islands  of  Cape  Breton,  St.  Johns,  Newfound- 
land, or  their  respective  dependencies,  from  the 
Bermuda  islands,  the  Bahama  islands,  the  islands 
called  Caicos,  or  either  or  any  of  the  aforesaid 
possessions,  islands,  or  places,  or  from  any  other 
province,  possession,  plantation,  island,  or  place, 
under  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain  in  the  West 
Indies,  or  on  the  continent  of  America,  south  of 
the  southern  boundaries  of  the  United  States,  ex- 
cept only  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  as 
are  truly  and  wholly  of  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manufacture,  of  the  province,  colony,  plantation, 
island,  possession,  or  place  aforesaid,  where  the 
same  shall  be  laden,  and  from  whence  such  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  directly  imported 
into  the  United  States  ;  and  all  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported, or  attempted  to  be  imported, 
into  the  United  States  of  America,  contrary  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  together  with  the  vessel  on 
board  of  which  the  same  shall  be  laden,  her  tackle, 
apparel,  and  furniture,  shall  be  forfeited  to  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  form 
of  the  bond  aforesaid  shall  be  prescibed,  and  the 
same  shall  be  discharged,  and  all  penalties  and 
forfeitures,  incurred  under  this  act,  shall  be  sued 
for,  recovered,  distributed,  and  accounted  for,  and 
the  same  may  be  mitigated,  or  remitted,  in  the 
manner,  and  according  to  the  provisions,  of  the 
act  to  which  this  act  is  supplementary. 

Approved,  May  15,  1820. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  appointment  cf  commissioners 
to  lay  out  the  road  therein  mentioned. 

Whereas,  by  the  continuation  of  the  Cumber- 
land road  from  Wheeling,  in  the  State  of  Virginia, 
through  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illi- 
nois, the  lands  of  the  States  may  become  more 
valuable — 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  ap- 


point three  impartial  and  judicious  persons,  not 
De'ng  citizens  of  any  of  the  States  aforesaid,  to 
be  commissioners,  and,  in  case  of  the  death  or  re- 
signation of  any  of  them,  to  appoint  other  and  like 
persons  in  their  place,  who  shall  have  power  care- 
fully to  examine  the  country  between  Wheeling  in 
the  State  of  Virginia,  and  a  point  on  the  left  twink 
of  the  Mississippi  riverj  to  be  chosen  by  said  com- 
missioners, between  St.  Louis,  and  the  mouth  of 
the  Illinois  river,  and  to  lay  out  a  road  from 
Wheeling,  aforesaid,  to  the  point  so  to  be  chosen 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi ;  the  said 
road  to  be  on  a  straight  line,  or  as  nearly  so  as, 
having  a  due  regard  to  the  condition  and  situa- 
alion  of  the  ground  and  water-courses  over  which 
the  same  shall  be  laid  out,  shall  be  deemed  ex- 
pedient and  practicable.  And  said  commission- 
ers shall  have  power  to  employ  able  surveyors, 
chainbearers,  and  other  necessary  assistants,  in 
laying  out  said  road  ;  and  so  much  of  the  lands  of 
the  United  States  as  may  be  included  within  the 
same,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  reserved 
and  excepted  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands. 
The  said  road  to  be  eighty  feet  wide,  and  desig- 
nated by  marked  trees,  stakes,  or  other  conspicuous 
monuments,  at  the  distance  of  every  quarter  of  a 
mile,  and  at  every  angle  of  deviation  from  a 
straight  line.  And  the  said  commissioners  shall 
cause  to  be  made,  and  delivered  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  an  accurate  plan  of  said  road, 
so  laid  out  by  them  as  aforesaid,  with  a  written 
report  of  their  proceedings,  describing  therein  the 
State  lines  crossed,  and  the  marks,  monuments, 
courses,  and  distances,  by  which  the  said  road 
shall  be  designated ;  describing,  also,  the  water- 
courses, and  tlie  nature  and  quality  of  the  ground 
over  which  the  same  shall  be  laid  out ;  they  shall, 
moreover,  divide  said  road  into  sections  of  not 
more  than  ten,  nor  less  than  five,  miles  long,  no- 
ticing the  materials  that  may  be  used  in  making 
and  giving  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  making 
each  section  of  the  road  aforesaid. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  com- 
missioners, surveyors,  chainbearers,  and  other  ne- 
cessary assistants,  to  be  appointed  in  pursuance  of 
this  act,  shall  severally  take  an  oath,  or  affirma- 
tion, faithfully  and  diligently  to  perform  their 
respective  duties,  and  shall  receive,  in  full  com- 
pensation for  their  services  and  expenses,  each 
commissioner  six  dollars,  each  surveyor  three  dol- 
lars, and  each  other  necessary  assistant  one  dollar, 
for  each  day  in  which  they  shall  be  necessarily 
employed  in  the  service  aforesaid :  Provided,  al- 
tcays,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  and  dedared,  That 
nothing  in  this  act  contained,  or  that  shall  be  done 
in  pursuance  thereof,  shall  be  deemed  or  construed 
to  imply  any  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  to  make,  or  to  defray  the  expense  of  making, 
the  road  hereby  authorized  to  be  laid  out,  or  of  any 
part  thereof 

Sec.  3.  Ai^  be  it  further  enacted,  That  ten  thou- 
sand dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  be,  and  are 
hereby,  appropriated  to  defray  the  expense  of  lay- 
ing out  the  road  aforesaid. 

Approved,  May  15,  1820. 
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An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village 
of  Peoria,  in  the  Stale  of  Iliinoia. 
Be  U  enacted^  f  c,  That  every  person,  or  the  legal 
representatives  of  every  person,  who  claims  a  lot 
or  lots  in  the  village  of  Peoria,  in  the  State  of 
Illinois,  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October 
next,  deliver  to  the  register  of  the  land  office  for 
the  district  of  Edwardsville.  a  notice,  in  writing 
of  his  or  her  claim ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
said  register  to  make  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury a  report  of  all  claims  filed  with  the  said  re- 
gister, with  the  substance  of  the  evidence  in  sup- 
port  thereof;   and,   also,   his   opinion    and   such 
remarks  respecting  the  claims  as  he  may  think 
proper  to  make ;  which  report,  together  with  a  list 
of  the  claims  which,  in  the  opinion  of  said  re^^ister 
ought  to  be  confirmed,  shall  be  laid,  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  before  Congress  for  their 
determinauon.    And  the  said  register  shall  be  al- 
lowed twenty-five  cents  for  each  claim  on  which 
a  decision  shall  be  made,  whether  such  decision 
shall  be  in  favor  or  against  the  claims;  which  al- 
lowance shall  be  in  full  for  his  services  under 
this  act. 

Approved,  May  15,  1820. 

An  Act  to  impose  a  new  tonnage  duty  on  French  ships 
and  vessels. 
Be  U  enacted,  f  c,  That,  in  lieu  of  the  tonnage 
duty  now  paid  on  French  ships  or   vessels,  there 
shaU  be  paid  a  duty  of  eighteen  dollars  per  ton,  on 
all  l-rench  ships  or  vessels  which  shall  be  entered 
m  the  United  States,  any  act  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding:   Pror^ided,   homcer,    That   nothing 
contained  in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to 
prevent  the  extension  of  the  provisions  of  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  several 
acts  imposing  duties  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and 
vessels,  and  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  into  the  United  States,  as  imposes  a  dis- 
criminating duty  on  tonnage  between  foreign  ves- 
sels and  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  between 
the  goods  imported  into  the  United  States  in  for- 
eign vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United  States,"  to 
J*  rench  ships  and  vessels,  and  the  goods  imported 
therein,  whenever  the  Government  of  France  shall 
accede  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  above  refer- 
red to. 

fcfic.  2.  And  he  U  further  enacted,  That  the  ton- 
nage duty  aid,  and  directed  to  be  paid,  by  this  act, 
shall  be  collected  and  paid  according  to  the  nro^ 
visions  of  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  regulate  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage" 
passed  the  second  day  of  March,  one  thouand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine. 

Sec.  3.  AjtdbeU  further  enacted,  That  this  act 
shall  conamence  and  be  in  force  from  and  after 
the  farst  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty. 

Approved,  May  15,  1820. 


a  resolution  directing  a  survey  of  certain  parts  of 
,  the  coast  of  ^orth  Carolina,  passed  on  the  nine- 
i  teenth  day  of  January,  m  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  the  sum  of  five  thou- 
sand dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropri- 
ated to  be  paid  out  of  any  unappropriated  money 
in  the  Treasury,  '  •^    r  j 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sums 
respectively  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  '-Act 
lor  the  relief  of  certain  persons  who  have  paid  du- 
ties on  certain  goods  imported  into  Castine  "  ap- 
proved the  eleventh  day  of  April,  in  the  present 
year,  and  also  the  "Act  for  the  relief  of  Walter 
Channing,"  approved  the  eleventh  day  of  April 
aforesaid,  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  May  15,  1820. 

An  Act  to  amend  an  act  'making  reservation  of  cer- 
tain public  lands  for   naval  purposes."  passed   first 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  so  much  of  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  first  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven- 
teen, entitled  ''An  act  making  reservation  of  cer- 
tain public  lands  for  naval  purposes,"  as  empowers 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  appoint  an  agent  or 
agents,  and  surveyor,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
repealed  ;  and  the  duties  and  services  required  by 
said  section  be  performed  in  future  by  such  sur- 
veyors of  public  lands  as  may  be  designated  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 
Approved,  May  15,  1820. 


An  Act  to  provide  for  the  expense  of  surveying  cer- 
tain  paru  of  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Be  U  enacted,  fc,  That,  for  carrying  into  effect 


An  Art  making  appropriations  for  carrying  into  effect 
the  treaties  concluded  with  the  Chippewa  and  Kick- 
apoo  nations  of  Indians. 

Be  it  enacted,  ft.,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  car- 
rying into  eflect  the  stipulation  contained  in  the 
fourth  article  of  the  treaty  concluded  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Chippewa  nation  of  Indians 
on  the  twenty-fourth  of  September,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  and  which  was  rati- 
fied by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  on  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty,  there  be,  and  hereby  is,  ap- 
propriated the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  to  be 
paid  in  silver,  annually,  forever,  to  the  said  Chii>- 
pewa  nation.  *^ 

Sec,  2.  And  be  it  furtJ^r  enacted,  That  there  be, 
*"  J  ifi  5^  's,  appropriated,  the  sum  of  two  thou- 
sand dollars,  to  carry  into  effect  any  other  stipula- 
tions contained  in  the  said  treaty.  ' 

Sec.  3,  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the  sums 
herein  appropriated  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the 
I  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  stipulations  con- 
;  tamed  in  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  concluded 
;  between  the  United  Stales  and  the  tribe  of  Kicka- 
poo  Indians,  of  Vermillion,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of 
;  August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen, 
and  which  was  ratified^by  the  President  of  the 
[  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
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sent  of  the  Senate,  on  the  tenth  day  of  May,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  there  be,  and 
is  hereby,  appropriated,  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
dollars,  to  be  paid  annually,  for  ten  years,  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 
Approved,  May  15,  1820. 


An  Act  to  continue  in  force  the  act  entitled  "  An  Act 
to  provide  for  reports  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
Court,"  approved  the  third  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  reports  of  decisions  of^  the  Su- 
preme Court,"  approved  the  third  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  continued  in  force  for  three 
years,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  May  15,  1820. 


An  Act  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  amend 
the  act  authorizing  the  employment  of  an  additional 
naval  force." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  second  section  of 
the  act  entitled  '*  An  act  authorizing  the  employ- 
ment of  an  additional  naval  force,"  passed  on  the 
thirty-first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and 
nine,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  amended,  so  far 
as  to  authorize  the  enlistment  of  able  seamen,  ordi- 
nary seamen,  and  boys,  during  the  continuance  of 
the  service  or  cruise  for  which  they  shall  be  en- 
listed ;  not,  however,  to  exceed  the  period  of  three 
years. 

Approved,  May  15,  1820. 


An  Act  to  provide  for  repairing  the  roof  of  the  Gen- 
eral Post  Office,  and  to  procure  an  engine  for  the 
protection  of  said  building. 

Be  il  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  Postmaster  General 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  cause  the  roof  of 
the  General  Post  Office  to  be  repaired  and  covered 
with  slate ;  and,  also,  to  procure  and  keep,  for  the 
protection  of  said  building,  an  engine  and  appa- 
ratu.s,  for  extinguishing  tire,  and  to  cause  to  be 
built  a  suiuble  house  for  the  safe  keeping  of  such 
engine. 

Sec.  2.  Aitd  be  it  furtfier  enaded,  That  there  be, 
and  there  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  moneys  arising  from  the  postage  of  letters 
and  packets,  such  sum  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid,  not  exceeding  six  thousand  and 
twenty  dollars. 

Approved,  May  15,  1820, 


An  Act  to  increase  the  number  of  clerks  in  the  De- 
partment of  War. 

Be  it  enaded,  ^c.  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Department  of  W  ar  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  autho- 
rized and  t  npowered  to  employ  six  additional 
clerks  in  his  Department;  and  that  the  sum  of  six 
thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  ap- 
propriated, for  their  compensation,  to  be  paid  out 
of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 


propriated.    This  act  to  continue  in  force  for  one 
year,  and  no  longer. 
Approved,  May  15,  1820, 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a  lighthouae  on 
one  of  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  near  Portsmouth,  in  ^'ew 
Hampshire. 

Be  it  enaded,  f  c,  That,  as  soon  as  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  such  one  of  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  in  the  State 
of  New  Hampshire,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
or  in  the ,  State  of  Maine,  as  the  President  of 
the  United  States  shall  select  for  the  .site  of  a 
lighthouse,  shall  be  ceded  to,  and  the  property 
thereof  rested  in,  the  United  States,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
provide^  by  contract,  which  shall  be  approved 
by  the  President,  for  building  a  lighthouse  on  such 
island,  to  be  so  lighted  as  to  be  distinguishable  from 
other  lighthouses  on  the  east  and  west  of  the 
same ;  and  also  to  agree  for  the  salary,  wages,  or 
hire,  of  the  person  or  persons  to  be  appointed  by 
the  President  for  the  superintendence  of  the  same. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum 
of  five  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of  building  such 
lignthouse,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ized to  provide,  by  contract,  for  building  light- 
houses, erecting  piers,  beacons,  or  landmarks,  and 
building  and  placing  light-vessels,  or  boats,  or 
buoys,  on  the  following  sites  or  shoals,  to  wit:  A 
pier  at  the  mouth  of  Kennebunk  river,  in  the  State 
of  Maine;  two  lighthouses,  one  on  Tenpound 
island,  at  the  entrance  into  Gloucester  harbor,  and 
the  other  at  Baker's  island,  near  Salem,  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts;  a  lighthouse' at  a  proper 
site  near  the  mouth  of  Genesee  river,  in  the  State 
of  New  York ;  a  buoy  on  Southwest  Ledge,  and 
another  on  Adams's  Fall,  in  or  near  to  the  harbor 
of  New  Haven,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut :  A 
light  vessel  at  the  end  of  Smith's  Point  Shoals,  in 
the  Chesapeake  bay,  in  the  State  of  Virginia  :  A 
lighthouse  on  Shell  Castle  island,  in  the  State  of 
^forth  Carolina ;  or,  in  lieu  thereof,  a  light  vessel, 
to  be  moored  in  a  proper  place  near  the  said  island, 
if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
the  latter  shall  be  preferred :  A  beacon  and  two 
buoys  on  proper  sites  in  the  channel  leading  to  the 
harbor  of  Charleston,  in  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina :  A  lighthouse  on  a  proper  site  in  Mobile  bay, 
in  the  State  of  Alabama  ;  or,  in  lieu  thereof,  a 
light  vessel  in  the  said  bay,  if  the  same  shall  be 
preferred :  A  light  vessel,  should  the  same  be 
deemed  necessary  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  further  enaded,  That  there  be 
appropriated,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  following  sums  of 
money,  to  accomplish  the  objects  specified  in  this 
act,  to  wit :  For  erecting  a  pier  at  the  mouth  of 
Kennebunk  river,  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  thous- 
and dollars :  for  placing  a  bell  near  the  lighthouse 
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on  West  Q,uoddy  Head,  a  sura  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  dollars :  for  erecting  two  lighthouses,  one 
on  Tenpound  island,  and  the  other  on  Baker's 
island,  and  placing  three  buoys  on  the  rocks  and 
flats  near  Salem,  a  sura  not  exceeding  nine  thous- 
and dollars:  for  defraying  the  expense  of  lighting 
the  lighthouse  on  the  south  side  of  the  harbor  of 
Nantucket,  and  superintending  the  sarae,  a  sura 
not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars:  for  a  light- 
house near  the  mouth  of  Genesee  river,  a  sura  not 
exceeding  five  thousand  dollars:  for  placing  two 
buoys,  one  on  Southwest  Ledge,  and  the  other  on 
Adams's  Fall,  in  or  near  the  harbor  of  New  Haven, 
a  sura  not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars:  for  a 
light  vessel,  and  placing  the  sarae  at  the  end  of 
Smith's  Point  Shoals,  a  sura  not  exceeding  eight 
thousand  dollars:  for  a  lighthouse  on  Shell  Castle 
island,  or  a  light  vessel,  ifpreferred,  a  sura  not  ex- 
ceeding fourteen  thousand  dollars:  for  a  beacon 
and  two  buoys  on  proper  sites  in  or  near  to  the 
channel  leading  to  Charleston  harbor,  a  sura  not 
exceeding  six  thousand  five  hundred  dollars:  for  a 
lighthouse  or  light  vessel,  for  Mobile  bay,  a  sura 
not  exceeding  nme  thousand  dollars:  for  a  light 
vessel  at  the  raouth  of  the  Mississippi,  a  sura  not 
exceeding  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  5.  Atid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized, if  he  shall  deera  it  expedient  and  proper, 
to  build  the  lighthouse  directed  to  be  built  on  Spar- 
row's Point,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  on  North 
Point  in  said  State;  and  also  to  substitute  a  light 
vessel  for  the  lighthouse  directed  to  be  built  on 
Craney  island,  at  the  raouth  of  Elizabeth  river,  in 
the  State  of  Virginia. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  to  cora- 
plete  the  lighthouses  and  light  vessels  heretofore 
directed  to  be  built,  there  be  appropriated,  out  of 
any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated, the  following  additional  suras,  to  wit:  For 
the  lighthouses  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  a  sura 
not  exceeding  six  thousand  six  hundred  dollars : 
for  the  lighthouse  directed  to  be  built  between  the 
mouth  of  Grand  river,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and 
the  raouth  of  Detroit  river,  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  five  thousand  dollars :  and  for  the  light- 
houses or  light  vessels  for  the  State  of  Virginia, 
a  sura  not  exceeding  six  thousand  six  hundred 
dollars. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  no  light- 
house, beacon,  nor  land-mark,  shall  be  built  or 
erected  on  any  site  previous  to  the  cession  of  Juris- 
diction over  the  sarae  being  made  to  the  United 
States. 

Approved,  May  15,  1820. 


An  Act  to  continue  ia  force  "An  act  to  protect  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  punish  the  crime 
of  piracy,"  and  also  to  make  further  provision  for 
punishing  the  crime  of  piracy. 

Be  it  enacted,  d^c.  That  the  first,  second,  third, 
and  fourth  sections  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
protect  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and 
punish  the  crime  of  piracy,"  passed  on  the  third 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 


nineteen,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  continued  in 
force,  from  the  passing  of  this  act,  for  the  term  of 
two  years,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  and  no  longer. 

Sec.  2.  Arid  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  fifth 
section  of  the  said  act  be  and  the  sarae  is  hereby 
continued  in  force,  as  to  all  crimes  made  punisha- 
ble by  the  same,  and  heretofore  committed,  in  all 
respects,  as  fully  as  if  the  duration  of  the  said  sec- 
tion had  been  without  limitation. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  per- 
son shall,  upon  the  high  seas,  or  in  any  open  road- 
stead, or  in  any  haven,  basin,  or  bay,  or  in  any 
river,  where  the  sea  ebbs  and  flows,  commit  the 
crime  of  robbery,  in  or  upon  any  ship  or  vessel,  or 
upon  any  of  the  ship's  company  or  any  ship  or 
vessel,  or  the  lading  thereof,  sucn  person  shall  be 
adjudged  to  be  a  pirate;  and  being  thereof  con- 
victed before  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  into  which  he  shall  be 
brought,  or  in  which  he  shall  be  found,  shall  sufler 
death.  And  if  any- person  engaged  in  any  pirati- 
cal cruise  or  enterprise,  or  beiqg  of  the  crew  or 
ship's  company  of  any  piratical  ship  or  vessel,  shall 
land  from  such  ship  or  vessel,  and  on  shore  shall 
comrait  robbery,  such  person  shall  be  adjudged  a 
pirate,  and,  on  conviction  thereof  before  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district 
into  which  he  shall  be  brought,  or  in  which  he 
shall  be  found,  shall  sufler  death :  Provided,  That 
nothing  in  this  section  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  deprive  any  particular  State  of  its  jurisdiction 
over  such  odences,  when  coraraitted  within  the 
body  of  a  county,  or  authorize  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  to  try  any  such  oflenders,  after  con- 
viction or  acquittance,  for  the  same  offence  in  a 
State  court. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  being  of  the  crew  or 
ship's  company  of  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel  en- 
gaged in  the  slave  trade,  or  any  person  whatever. 
Being  of  the  crew  or  ship's  company  of  any  ship 
or  vessel  owned  in  whole  or  in  part,  or  navigated 
for,  or  in  behalf  of,  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  shall  land,  from  any  such  ship  or 
vessel,  and  on  any  foreign  shore  seize  any  negro 
or  mulatto,  not  held  to  service  or  labor  by  the  laws 
of  either  of  the  States  or  Territories  of  tlie  United 
States,  with  intent  to  make  such  ne^ro  or  mulatto  a 
slave,  or  shall  decoy,  or  forcibly  bring  or  carry,  or 
shall  receive,  such  negro  or  mulatto  on  board  any 
such  ship  or  vessel,  with  intent,  as  aforesaid,  such 
citizen  or  person  shall  be  adjudged  a  pirate,  and 
on  conviction  thereof  before  the  Circuit  Court  of 
the  United  States  for  the  district  wherein  he  may 
be  brought  or  found,  shall  sufler  death. 

Sec.  5,  And  be  il  further  enacted,  That  if  any  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  being  of  the  crew  or 
ship's  company  of  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel  en- 
gaged in  the  slave  trade,  or  any  person  whatever, 
being  of  the  crew  or  ship's  company  of  any  ship 
or  vessel,  owned  wholly  or  in  part,  or  navigated 
for,  or  in  behalf  of,  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  shall  forcibly  confine,  or  detain,  or 
aid  and  abet  in  forcibly  confining,  or  detaining,  on 
board  such  ship  or  vessel,  any  negro,  or  mulatto, 
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not  held  to  service  by  the  laws  of  either  of  the 
States  or  Territories  of  the  United  States,  with 
intent  to  make  such  negro  or  raulatto  a  slave,  or 
shall,  on  board  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  offer  or 
atterapt  to  sell,  as  a  slave,  any  negro  or  mulatto, 
not  held  to  service  as  aforesaid,  or  shall,  on  the 
high  seas,  or  anywhere  on  tide  water,  transfer,  or 
deliver  over,  to  any  other  ship  or  vessel,  any  ne- 
gro, or  raulatto,  not  held  to  service  as  aforesaid, 
with  intent  to  make  such  negro  or  mulatto  a 
slave,  or  shall  land,  or  deliver  on  shore,  from  on 
board  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  any  such  negro  or 
mulatto,  with  intent  to  make  sale  of,  or  having 
previously  sold,  such  negro  or  mulatto,  as  a  slave, 
such  citizen,  or  person,  shall  be  adjudged  a  pirate, 
and,  on  conviction  thereof  before  the  Circuit 
Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  wherein 
he  shall  be  brought,  or  found,  shall  suffer  death. 
Approved,  May  15,  1820. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  persons  holding  confirmed 
unlocated  claims  for  lands  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Be  it  enaded,  ^c,  That  all  persons  holding  con- 
firmed unlocated  claims  for  land  within  the  tract 
reserved  by  the  third  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  confirming  certain  claims  to  land  in  the 
Illinois  Territory,  and  providing  for  their  location," 
passed  the  sixteenth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  be  allowed 
until  the  first  day  of  November,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty,  to  register  the  same.  And 
the  said  claims  shall  be  receivable  in  payment  for 

f|ublic  lands  within  the  said  reserved  tract,  con- 
brraably  with  the  provisions  of  the  said  act,  and  of 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  raaking  further  provision 
for  settling  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Illi- 
nois," passed  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  April,  one 
thousand  ei^tit  hundred  and  sixteen,  at  any  time 
before  the  first  day  of  November,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty. 
Approved,  May  15,  1820. 


An  Act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  raak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government, 
for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twen- 
ty,'' and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  following  sums  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated — that  is  to 
say : 

For  compensation  granted  by  law  to  the  mera- 
bers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
in  addition  to  the  appropriation  heretofore  raade 
for  that  object,  twenty-three  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  forty  dollars. 

For  rebuilding  the  public  wharf,  and  repairing 
the  public  warehouses,  on  Staten  Island,  fifteen 
thousand  dollars. 

For  graduating  the  Capitol  square,  putting  the 
grounds  in  order,  and  planting  trees  within  the 
sarae,  two  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  several 
appropriations  hereinbefore  made  shall  be  paid 
out  ot  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 
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Sec.  3.  And  be  it  furtJier  enacted,  That  the  arrear- 
ages of  the  Department  of  War,  from  the  first  day 
of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen, 
to  the  first  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventeen,  be  paid  out  of  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars  already  appropri- 
ated for  arrearages  prior  to  the  first  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  any  thing  in 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  several 
acts  for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of  the 
Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,"  passed 
the  first  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Approved,  May  15,  1820. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  building  an  addition  to  the 
custom-house  now  erecting  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans, for  the  use  of  the  District  Court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury cause  to  be  built  an  addition  to  the  custom- 
house now  erecting  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
which  shall  contain  rooms  suitable  for  the  use  of 
the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  State 
of  Louisiana ;  and  that  so  much  of  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  erection  of  custom-houses  and  public 
warehouses,  as  shall  be  sufl&cient  for  that  purpose, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  applica- 
ble to  that  object. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  tyvaded,  That,  as  soon 
as  the  said  building  shall  be  completed,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  shall  be  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  cause  to  be  sold,  at  public  sale,  upon  such 
terms,  and  in  such  manner,  as  he  shall  judge  to  be 
expedient,  the  house  and  lot  in  which  the  District 
Court  is  now  held,  and  to  cause  the  amount  for 
which  they  shall  be  sold  to  be  paid  into  the  Treas^ 
ury  of  the  United  States, 

Approved,  May  15,  1820. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  Governor  of  Illinois  to  obtain 
certain  abstracts  of  lands  from  certain  public  offices. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  register  of  the  United .  States  land  ofl&ce  at 
Vincennes,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  to  furnish  to 
the  Governor  of  the  Stale  of  Illinois,  when  he 
shall  apply  for  the  sarae,  a  coraplete  abstract  of 
all  the  lands  which  have  been  purchased  at  that 
oflice,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  purchased,  which 
lie  within  the  State  of  Illinois,  designating  the 
name  of  each  purchaser,  and  the  time  of  making 
the  purchase;  for  which  he  shall  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive, from  such  applicant,  at  the  rate  of  ten  cents 
for  each  separate  entry,  a  copy  whereof  is  required : 
Provide,  however,  That  all  the  expense  incurred  by 
virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  defrayed  by  said  State. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  upon 
the  application  of  the  Governor  of  said  State,  to 
cause  a  complete  abstract  to  be  raade  out,  for  the 
use  of  said  State,  of  all  the  military  boimty  lands 
which  have  been  patented  to  the  soldiers  of  the 
late  army,  lying  within  the  same,  designating  the 
name  of  each  patentee. 
Approved,  May  15,  1820. 
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An  Act  granting  to  the  State  of  Ohio  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to  certain  quarter  sections  of  land. 

Be  it  enacted,  d^c,  That  there  be  granted  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,  at  the  minimum  price  for  which 
the  public  lands  are  sold,  the  right  of  pre-emption 
to  one  quarter  section,  in  or  near  the  centre  of  each 
county,  included  in  the  purchase  recently  made  of 
the  Indians,  by  the  treaty  concluded  at  St.  Mary's, 
on  the  twentieth  day  of  September,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  for  the  establishment 
01  a  seat  of  justice  in  the  said  counties:  Provided, 
The  purchase  be  made  before  the  commencement 
of  the  public  sales:  And  j/rovided  oho,  That  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  of  each  quarter  section,  which 
may  be  made  under  Ihe  authority  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  shall  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  public  buildings  in  said  counties  respec- 
tively, after  deducting  therefrom  the  sums  origi- 
nally paid  by  the  State  aforesaid:  And  provided 
fuTther,  That  the  seat  of  justice  for  said  counties 
respectively  shall  be  fixed  on  the  lands  so  se- 
lected. 

Approved,  May  15, 1820. 


RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolution  declaring  the  admission  of  the  Slate  of 
Alabama  into  the  Union. 

Wh€rea.s,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress, 
passed  on  the  second  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  entitled  '"An  act  to 
enable  the  people  of  the  Alabama  Territory  to 
form  a  constitution  and  State  government,  and 
for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States.''  the 
people  of  the  said  Territory  did,  on  the  second 
day  of  August,  in  the  present  year,  by  a  conven- 
tion called  for  that  purpose,  form  for  themselves  a 
constitution  and  State  government,  which  consti- 
tution and  State  government,  so  formed,  is  renub- 
lican,  and  in  conformity  to  the  principles  of  the 
articles  of  compact  between  the  original  States 
and  the  people  and  States  in  the  territory  north- 
west of  the  river  Ohio,  passed  on  the  thirteenth 
day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-seven,  so  far  as  the  same  have  been  ex- 
tended to  the  said  territory  by  the  articles  of  agree- 
ment between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of 
Georgia — 

Resolved,  by  the  Saiat^  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 
That  the  State  of  Alabama  shall  be  one,  and  is 
hereby  declared  to  be  one,  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  admitted  into  the  Union,  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  m  all  re- 
spects whatever. 

Approved,  December  14,  1819. 


Reaolution  for  the  further  distribution  of  the  Journal 
of  the  Convention  which  formed  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  Sutes. 

Resolved,  f  c.   That  the  Secretary  of  State  be 
instructed  to  furnish  to  each  member  of  the  pres- 


ent Congress,  and  the  Delegates  from  Territories, 
(who  may  not  be  entitled  to  the  same,  under  the 
resolution  of  Congress  of  the  27th  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,)  the  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
Executive  of  each  State  and  Territory,  the  Attor- 
ney General  and  Judges  of  the  Courts  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  Colleges  and  Universities 
in  the  United  States,  each  one  copy ;  for  the  use 
of  each  of  the  Departments,  viz:  State,  Treasury, 
War,  and  Navy,  two  copies  each ;  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate,  five  copies;  and  for  the  use  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  ten  copies,  of  the  vol- 
umes containing  the  Journal,  Acts,  and  Proceed- 
ings, of  the  Convention  which  formed  the  present 
Constitution  of  the  United  States;  and  that  the 
residue  of  the  copies  of  said  Journal  be  deposited 
in  the  Library  of  Congress,  for  the  use  of  the 
members. 
Approved,  January  19,  1820. 


Reaolution  to  authorize  the  publication  of  part  of  the 
Secret  Journal  of  Congresa,  under  the  Articlea  of 
Confederation. 

Resolved,  ^c.  That  the  Secret  Journal,  together 
with  all  the  papers  and  documents  connected  with 
that  Journal,  and  all  other  papers  and  documents 
heretofore  considered  confidential,  of  the  Old  Con- 
gress, from  the  date  of  the  ratification  of  the  defini- 
tive treaty  of  peace  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  in  the  year  one  thou.«and  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-three,  to  the  formation  of  the 
present  Government,  now  remaining  in  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  be  Dubli>hed,  under  the 
direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  a  thousand  copies  thereof  be  printed  and 
deposited  in  the  Library,  subject  to  the  disposition 
of  Congress — [Approved,  April  21,  1820.J 


Resolution  for  the  distribution  of  certain  copies  of  the 
Journal  of  the  Convention  which  formed  the  Con- 
stitution. 

Resolved,  f  o..  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  transmit  one  copy  of 
the  Journal  of  the  Federal  Convention  at  Phila- 
delphia, in  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven,  which  formed  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  each  of  the  members,  now  alive,  of 
the  said  Convention. 

Approved,  May  8,  1S20. 


Resolution  giving  the  consent  of  Congress  to  a  com- 
pact concluded  between  the  States  of  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee,  for  the  settlement  of  their  Boundary 
Line. 

Resolved,  f  c,  That  the  consent  of  Congress  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  given  to  a  compact  or 
agreement,  made  and  concluded  by,  and  between, 
the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  at  Frank- 
fort, in  Kentucky,  on  the  second  day  of  February, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  to  adjust 
and  establish  the  boundary  line  between  them, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Approved,  May  12,  1820. 
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Alabama,  the  cooatitution  of,  was  referred   to  a 

select  committee    ----- 

a  resolution  to  admit,  into  the  Union,  re- 
ported, read  three  times,  and  passed 

Mr.  Walker  submitted  a  resolution  instruct- 
ing the  Judiciary  Committee  to  inquire 
what  provisions  are  necessary  to  give  ef- 
fect to  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
within  the  State  of        -         -         -        . 

agreed  to,  and  referred  as  therein  intended 

a  bill  to  establish  a  di:itrict  court  in  the  State 
of,  read  ...... 

read  a  second  time    -         -         .         .         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments  -         -         -         .         - 

concurred  in 

a  bill  to  establish  additional  land  offices  in 
the  State  of,  twice  read  ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments,  and  referred       -        -     643 
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Aldrich,  Gustavus,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .         .         .         . 

reported  with  amendments  to  the  amend- 
ments ------. 

the  Senate  concur  in  all  but  the  third 
Alexandria,  Mr.  Horsey  presented  a  memorial  ot 
the  citizens  of,  against  any  change  in  the 
Judiciary  system  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, referred     -         .         -         .         . 
Allen,  Sarah,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives  allowing  to,  the   bounty  land  due 
to  her  deceased  son,  read        .         .         . 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     .         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         . 

AlUson.  Rev.  Burgess,  a  message  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  that  they  had 
appointed.  Chaplain       .         .         -         - 

Alna,  Mr.  Mellen  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing a  road  from,  to  Gardiner  -         -         . 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Post  Office 
Committee 

American  Colonization    Society,  Mr.    Pinkney 
presented  the  memorial  o[  the 
referred  to  a  select  committee    -         -         . 

American  Seamen,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  for  the  re- 
lief and  protection  of     - 

Annual  Expense  of  Surveys,  &c.,  Mr.  Trimble 
submitted  a  resolution  directing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  cause  to  be  pre- 
pared a  statement  of  the        -        .        . 
considered  and  agreed  to  - 

Annuities  to  Indians,  or  Tribes,  Mr.  Sanford  sub- 
mitted  a  resolution  requiring  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  lay  before  the  Senate  at 
their  next  session  a  statement  of  all 
considered,  and  agreed  to  - 
Appling,   Rebecca  C.  Mr.  Walker    of  Georgia 
presented  the  petition  of,  referred  - 
said  committee  discharged,  and  petition  re- 
ferred to  the  Military  Committee    - 
an  adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in 
Apportionment  of  Representatives  for  Massachu- 
setts and  Maine ;  Mr.  Mellen,  on  leave, 
introduced  a  bill  for  the,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  • 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
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Arkansas  Territory,   a  bill   from    the  House  of 
Representatives  authorizing  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  register  and  receiver  for  Law- 
rence county  in,  read     -         -         -         -     470 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -         -     473 
reported  without  amendment    -        -         .     479 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     491 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .     495 

a  bill  relative  to  the,  read  -         -         .         .     595 

read  a  second  time 597 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     602 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .     605 

the  President  communicated  a  memorial  of 

the  Legislature  of,  referred     ...     599 
the  committee  discharged  -         -         .         .     650 
Army,  Mr.  Wilson  submitted  a  resolution   in- 
structing the   Military  Committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  allowing  to 
officers  of  the,  a  specific  sum  monthly,  in 
lieu  of  pay,  rations,  <fec.  -         -         -       76 

considered,  and  referred    -         -         -         .       79 
Army  Register,  a  letter  Irom  the  Secretary  of 
War,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the,  for  each 
member  --....       gg 

Atwater,  Moses,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sanford,  the 
claim  of,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims      ......     255 

said  committee  discharged         ...     694 
Auction   Sales,  Mr.  Roberts  and  Mr.  Lloyd,  re- 
spectively, presented  memorials  of  mer- 
chants of  Philadelphia,  praying  that  du- 
ties may  be  laid  on,  referred  ...     :j67 
Mr.  Robert*  presented  another,  to  the  same 

effect 373 

all  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce     425 
Mr.  Roberts  presented  sundry  other  memo- 
rials on  the  subject,  referred    -         -     425,  429 
Mr.  Wilson,  the  same        -         -         -         -     454 


B. 

aLbitt,  Jacob,  Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -         -         .         .         . 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  reatl       -         .         .         . 
read  a  second  time    -         -         .         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Badollet,  John,   Mr.   Taylor  presented   the  me- 
morial of,  referred 

Baker,  Edward,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
adverse  report  thereon        -         .         .         . 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -         -         . 
Bank   of    Alexandria,    Mr.  Gaillard    presented 
the  memorial  of  the  President,  &c.,  of  the, 
praying  a  renewal  of  their  charter,  refer- 
red         

Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  Mr.  Horsey  presented 
the  petition  of,  for  renewal,  &c.,  referred 
Bank  of  Potomac,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the 
memorial  of  the,  praying  an  extension  of 
their  charter,  referred  .... 
Bank  of  the  United  Sutes,  Mr.  Logan  submitted 
a  preamble  and  resolution  in  relation  to 

the 

considered,  and  negatived  -         -         .         . 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Dana,  three  hundred  co- 
pies of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury   on    the,   and  its   affairs,  were 
ordered  to  be  printed    -         -         .         . 
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Bankrupt  Act,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  memorial 
of  a  number  of  merchants  of  Boston,  and 
other  towns  of  Massachusetts,  praying  the 
passage  of  a,  referred       -         -         -         •       38 
Banks,  .Mr.  Lowrie  presented  certain  resolutions  • 
of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  pro- 
posing an  amendment  of  the   Constitu- 
tion, limiting  the  power  of  Congress   to 
establish,  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  read       70 
Mr.  Trimble  presented  a  resolution  from  the 
Legislature  of  Ohio,  agreeing  to  the  same     417 
Banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  a  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  concerning 
the,  twice  read,  and  referred    -         -         .     600 
Mr.  Barbour  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Alexandria  banks,  suggesting  amendments 

to  the  said  bill 606 

Mr.  Trimble  submitted  resolutions  concern- 
ing the  606 

one  of  said  resolutions  agreed  to  -         -     615 

report  of  the  committee  on  the  bill  read      -     629 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  show- 
ing the  state  of  the         -         -         -         .     640 
bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as  amended     647 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 

naenU    -         - 64g 

Baptist   Denomination,  a  bill  to  incorporate  a 
General  Convention  of  the,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  read  -         -         .         .     575 
read  a  second  time    -         .         .         .         .     590 
indefinitely  postponed         ....     542 
Barbour,  James,  President  pro  tern.,  attended  -         9 
remarks  of,  on  hit  motion  to  postpone  the 

Maine  bill      -----         .       54 
speech  of,  on  the  amendment  uniting  Mis- 
souri in  the  same  bill      -         .         .         .     loi 
on  the  amendment  restricting  slavery  -     314 

remarks  of,  on  the  sale  of  public  lands         -     463 
on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  Bankrupt  bill     559 
on  the  General  Appropriation  bill        -         -     572 
speech  of,  on  the  Navigation  bill         -         -     679 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  Army 
in  domestic  manufactures        ...     606 
Barbour,  Philip,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of  the  legal  represen- 
Utives  of,  read  twice,  and  referred  -         -       74 
reported  without  amendment      -         -         .       76 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -       79 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -       81 
Barker,  Jacob,  .Mr.  King  of  New   York  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred       -         .         .     365 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 

the  claim  of.  read,  and  referred        -         -     431 
on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  the  SecreUry  of  the 
Treasury  was  requested  to  lay  before  the 
Senate  a  copy  of  Mr.  Campbell's  letter  to     466 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary,  with  the  copy 

aeked  for,  referred  -         -         .         .     497 

the  committee  discharged  from   its  further 
consideration  -         .         .         .         .     644 

Barn,  anecdote  of  the  burning  of  a,  during  the 

battle  of  the  River  Raisin         -         -         -     492 
Barnett,  Mark,  and  William  Perry,  Mr.  Taylor 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred    -         -     499 
Baron,  Antoine,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 470 

Barrow,  Matthew,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read     -       22 
read  a  second  time 24 
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Barrow,  Matthew — continued.                               Page, 
bill  referred  to  the  Military  Committee       -  25 
reported  without  amendment      -         -         -  27 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         -  33 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        •  34 
Basey,  Sismand,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred       ....         -  537 
committee  discharged         ....  675 
Baxter,  Stephen,  a  bill  from  the  House  for  relief 

of,  twice  read,  and  referred     ...  600 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -611 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  653 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -         •  673 
Bay,  Elihu  H.,  Theodore  Gaillard,  and  Charles 
Roberts,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  memo- 
rial of,  referred       -         ...         -  368 
committee  discharged         -         -         .         .  651 
Bayly,  Mountjoy,  Sergeant-at-Arms,  &c.,   was, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Horsey,  authorized  to 
appoint  an  assistant,  &c.        -        -        -  11 

Beall,  Samuel  B.,  a  bill  from  the  House  for  relief 

of,  twice  read,  and  referred    -         .         -  592 

reported  without  amendment     ...  637 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -      '  •         .  676 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  678 

Beaulieu,  Lewis  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  House 

for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and  referred         •  592 
reported  with  amendments          ...  612 
third  reading  negatived       ....  652 
Beck  and  Harvey,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and 
referred           --.--.  592 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  611 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  653 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -         -  673 
Bent,  Lemuel,  Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 544 

adverse  report  thereon       -         .         .         .  599 

considered  and  concurred  in       -         -         -  594 
Bermuda,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  a  statement  of 
the  trade  for  one  year  between  the  port 

of  New  York  and  Island  of,  referred        -  42 
Bernard,  Hyacinth,  the  committee  to  whom  the 
petition  of,  was  referred,  was  discharged 

from  the  further  consideration  thereof     -  675 

had  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers        -         -  695 
Berry,  Edward,  and  George  Hodge,  Mr.  Roberts 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred  -         -  55 

adverse  report  thereon       -         -         -         -  80 

considered  and  concurred  in       -         •         -  101 

Berzat,  Susan,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred  -  -  429 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  •  •  -  498 
read  a  second  time  .  -  .  .  .  499 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  612 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  616 
Betts,  Jeremiah,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         ....  480 
Bickley,  Daniel,   and  Catharine  Clark,   a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  re- 

Uef  of,  twice  read,  and  referred       -         •  600 

reported  without  amendment      ...  623 

ordered  to  a  third  reading           ...  654 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -         -  673 
Bigger's  Company  of  Rangers,  Mr.  Noble  pre- 
sented a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 

Indiana,  praying  compensation  to,  referred  37 1 

adverse  report  thereon        ....  436 

considered  and  concurred  in      •        •        -  439 


Binns's  Declaration  of  Independence,  a  bill  au- 
thorizing the  purchase  of  a  certain  num- 
ber of  copies  of,  read      -        -        .        . 

read  a  second  time    -        -        -        .        . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia 

said  committee  recommend  rejection  of  the 

bill 

Bioren,  John,  and  Fielding  Lucas,  Mr.  Roberta 
presented  the  petition  of,  referred  - 

Mr.  R.  also  presented  the  petition  of  Bio- 
ren and  Edward  De  KralR,  referred 

adverse  reports  on  both  petitions 

considered  and  concurred  in       •         -         - 

Blackburn,  Samuel,  and  others,  Mr.  Williams 

of  Tennessee  presented  the  remonstrance 

of,  referred 

reported  back,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  War 

report  of  that  officer  thereon       ... 

Blakely,  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  presented  the 

petition  of  Abraham  Ogden  and  others, 

praying  that  the  town  of,  may  be  made 

a  port  of  entry,  referred  .         -         . 

a  bill  to  establish  a  port  of  entry  at,  read    - 

read  a  second  time    ..... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Boislcvin,  Nicholas,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky 

presented  the  petition  of,  read 
Boisson,  Lewis,  Mr.  Edwards  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -         -         .         .         . 
Bonds  of  Collectors,  &c.,  Mr.  Dickerson  submit- 
ted a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  - 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury 

a  letter  from  that  officer,  in  reply 

a  Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 
another  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  the  subject  of     - 

referred  to  a  select  committee     - 
Boundaries,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  ascertain  and  desig 
nate  certain,  read  -         .         . 

read  a  second  time    -         .         .         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Boundary  line  between  Indiana  and  Illinois,  Mr 
Taylor  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  first  mentioned  State,  re 
epecting  the,  referred     ... 

Bowie  and  Kurtz,  Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  me 

morial  of,  referred  ... 

a  favorable  report  thereon 
considered  and  concurred  in,  and  bills  or 

dered     

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time     .... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Boyles,  Thomas  H.,  Mr.  Hunter  of   Alabam 

presented  the  petition  of         -         • 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
Braden,  Elizabeth,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep 

resentatives  for  relief  of 
read  a  first  time  .... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
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Braden,  Elizabeth — continued. 

bill  reported  without  amendment 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Brady,  James,  Mr.   Roberts  presented  the  peti> 

tion  of,  referred    -        ...        - 

the  committee  discharged  .        -        -        - 

British  claims  to  lands,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Missis* 

sippi,  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legts- 

-  lature  of  that  State,  respecting  certain, 

referred 

committee  discharged        .... 
Brown,  James,  of  Louisiana,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill   for  adjustment  of 

I  land  claims 500 

on  the  navigation  bill  ...  -  686 
on  the  Winters'  claim  ....  608 
on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  army,  dec.  •     669 

Brown,  Noah,  and  others.  Mr.  Sanford  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  .        -        -         - 
adverse  report  thereon        .... 
considered  and  concurred  in       -         -         - 
Brown,  James,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 41 

,         adverse  report  thereon        ....     523 

indefinitely  postponed        ....     533 

had  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers        -         •     695 

Brown,  Samuel,  and  others,  Mr.  Otis  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred        ... 

Brown  Antoine.     (See  Harpole,  George.) 

Bruce,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  House  for  relief 

of,  twice  read  and  referred     .         -         - 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

i       ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Buckminster,   Thomas.     (See   Shipley,  Ether, 

administrator.) 
Backner,  Richard.     (See  Jones,  Charlu,  Jr.) 
Bullkey,  Benjamin,  G.,  the  President  commu- 
nicated the  petition  of,  laid  on  the  table  • 
Buoys.  Mr.  Stokes  submitted  a  resolution  for 
placing,  in  the  several  inlets,  &.c.  on  the 
coast  of  North  Carolina  ... 

agreed  to,  and  referred   to  Committee  of 
Commerce     ......     519 

Bordine,  Henry,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  issue  letters  patent  to,  twice  read 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Burk,  Anthony,  a  bill  from  the  House  for  relief 
of,  read  twice,  and  referred     ... 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Barrill,  James,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended 

speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  - 

on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts     - 

on  the  bill  relating  to  the  sale  or  forfeiture 
of  land 

on  the  Bankrupt  bill,  -      493,  516,  5S8,  533 

on  his  resolution  respecting  seizures,  dec.  in 
Sweden 

remarks  of,  on  the  military  appropriations  - 
•  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
^         on  the  Appropriation  bill        ... 

on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  army 
j       on  the  District  Banks  bill  .... 

on  the  Court  bill 

on  the  resolutions  respecting  the  slave  trade 
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Business,  Mr.  Burrill  submitted  a  motion  for  a 
committee  to  arrange  and  report  the  rales 

for  conducting 23 

agreed  to,  and  a  commiitee  appointed  •  24 
report  of  said  committee  ....  38 
amended  and  adopted  ....  48 
ordered  to  be  printed, together  with  the  CoD> 
stitution  -  -  •  •  •  -64 
Business  of  the  Session,  appointment  of  the  usual 

committee  to  inquire  into  the  -         •         >     684 
report  of  said  committee    ....    690 
Butler,  Jacob,  Mr.  Williams  of  Tennessee  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
•   diency  of  compensating  ...     367 

considered  and  agreed  to  -  >  •  •  369 
committee  discharged  therefrom  •  -  694 
Butler,  Richard,  and  others,  Mr.  Noble  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred  ...  425 
adverse  report  thereon  ....  439 
considered  and  concurred  in       •         •         -     443 

CadeU  at  West  Point,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennes-  , 
see,  submitted  a  resolution  of  inquiry  into 
the  expediency  of  sutyecting  the,  to  the 
Rules  and  Articles  of  War     ...       46 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Military  Com- 
mittee   56 

Cahokia,  Mr.  Edwards  presented  a  petition  of 

citizens  of,  referred         ....     366 
a  bill  in  accurJance  with  said  petition  read      557 
read  a  second  time     .....     562 
ordered  to  a  third  reading           ...     620 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     (i26 
Canal,  from  the  waters  of  Sandosky  to  those  of 
the  Scioto,  a  bill  to  Isy  out  the  route  and 
prepare  the  plan  of  a,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred     652 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 683 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     684 
Canals,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of 
commissioners  to   examine  the,   therein 

mentioned,  read 638 

read  a  second  time 641 

indefinitely  postponed        -         -'       -        •     682 

Canova's  Washington,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mason, 
the  Finance  Committee  were  instructsd 
to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  to  remit  the 
duties  on  the  importation  of  -         -     237 

a  bill  to  that  effect,  read  ....  275 
read  a  second  time  -  -  .  .  .  299 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     363 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    366 
Canton,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa-    . 
tives  authorizing  the  sale  of  certain  sec- 
tions of  land  lying  within  the  District  of, 
twice  read,  and  referred  ...     628 

reported  without  amendment  .  .  -  638 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    675 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        -        -     678 
Capitol,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives  making   further   appropriation  for 
continuing  the  work  upon  the.  Sic,  read     525 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        •        -     531 
reported  with  an  amendment     ...     537 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended     576 
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Cardelli,  Peter,  Mr.  Dana  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred     .        -        ^        -        -        - 
adverse  report  thereon       .        .        -        . 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        - 
Cardinal,  John,  Mr  Johnson  of  Kentucky  pre- 
vented the  petition  of,  read     ... 
Carey,  Matthew,  and  others,  Mr.  Sanford  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
Canni,  Illinois,  Mr.  Thomas  submitted  a  reso- 
lution respecting  a  road  from,  to  Carlyle 

in  said  State 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Post  Roads,  &c. 

Carrier,  Jonathan  D.,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented 
the  petition  of       -        -        -         -        • 
Carter,  John  D.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and 

referred 

reported  without  amendment     .        .        - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        -        - 

read  the  third  time,  and  pa«ed  .         -         - 

Cassin,  Mary,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    -        -        -        •        •        -311 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  ... 

•  read  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         -         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Castine,  a  bill   for  the  relief  of  certain  persons 
who  have  paid  duties  on  certain  goods  im- 
ported into,  read    .         -         -         -         - 
read  a  second  time     -         .         -         .         - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  •     . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .         -         - 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
I  *        with  amendments  -        .        .        -        - 

considered,  and  concurred  in     - 
Cathcart,  James  Leander.Mr.  Wilson  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  -         -         -         . 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice 
on  motion,  laid  on  the  table        -         -         - 
.  taken  up,  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  -..-.- 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Causes  depending  in  the  United  States  Courts, 
a  Message  from    the   President,  with  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  em- 
'        bracing  returns  of  .... 

Cavalier,  .\nthony,  and  Peter  Pettit,  Mr.  John- 
son of  Louisiana  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 

■     a  bill  confirming  the  claims  of,  to  certain 

lands,  read 

read  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Census,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  provide  for  taking  the  fourth,  read 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -        - 
amended,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

as  amended 

Certain  Crimes  against  the  United  States,  a  bill 
to  provide  for  the  punishment  of,  read     • 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     -         -        - 
the  bill,  consisting  of  eighty-three  printed 
pages,  read  through        -  -      .  - 

indefinitely  postponed        .        .         -         - 
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Chadboume,  J.  R.,  and  others,  Mr.  Mellen  pre 
sented  the  petition  of,  referred 
said  committee  discharged,  and  petition  re- 
ferred to  that  on  Roads  and  Canals 
Champlin,   Oliver,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred        .... 
Channing,  Walter,  Mr.  Hunter  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .        -         .         . 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read        .... 

read  a  second  timd 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Chaplains,  the  usual  resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  two,  adopted     .... 
Chapman,   Thomas,    Mr.  Smith  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .        .        .        - 
adverse  report  thereon        .... 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        .        - 
Chapron,  M.,  and  others,  Mr.  Walker  of  Ala- 
bama presented  the  petition  of,  referred 
(See  Vine  and  Olive.) 
Charlton,  John  and  Elisha  Douglas,  adverse  re> 
port  on  the  petitions  of  - 
considered  and  concurred  in       •        •        • 
Cheney  Beley.     (See  McGrew,  John.) 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  Mr.  Van 
Dyke  presented  the  petition  of  the,  re* 

ferred 

that  committee  discharged,  and  petition  re- 
ferred to  that  on  Roads  and  Canals 
Chippewa  and  Kickapoo  Indians,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  making  appro- 
priations to  carry  into  effect  treaties  with 
the,  read  three  times,  and  passed    - 
Choctaw  and  Chickasaw   Indians,   Mr.  Leake 
submitted  a  resolution  respecting  the 
the  latter  tribe  struck  out,  and  resolution 

agreed  to 561 

Chotard,  Sarah  F.,  Mr  Williams  of  Mississippi 

presented  the  petition  of^  referred     - 
Christian,  Rowleigh  C,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred      ... 
adverse  report  thereon        .... 
considered  and  concurred  in       -        -         - 
Claiborne,  Alabama,  Mr.  King  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  representatives  of  Monroe 
county,  praying  that  the  title  of  a  certain 
lot  may  be  vested  in,  referred 
Mr.   K.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature,  praying  a  donation  of  certain 
lots  in  the  town  of,  referred    ... 
Claims,  sppointment  of  the  standing  committee 

of  - 

Clark,  Margaret,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred   -         -         -         .        - 
adverse  report  thereon       .        .        .        » 
considered  and  concurred  in       -         -        - 
Clark,  Catharine.     (See  Bickley,  Daniel.) 
Clemon,  Johi>,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  jptXX' 

tion  of,  read 638 

Clerks,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresenUtives 
supplementary  to  the  act  to  regulate  and 
fix  the  compensation  of  the,  read    - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  an  amendment     .       '.        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
a  report  from  the  Postmaster  General  of  the 
1  number  of,  in  his  Department 
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Clerks,  report  on,  from  the  Secretary  of  War    -     299 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
increase  the  number  of,  in  the  War  De- 
partment, read  twice      -        •        -        -     691 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         .         .     696 
Clothing   of   the    Army,    a  Message   from    the 
President  transmitting  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  compliance  with  a 
resolution  of  the  last   Congress,  on  the 
subject  of  using  articles  of  domestic  man- 
ufactures for,  referred     -         -         -         -       79 
(See  Domestic  Manufacturu,  bill,  4-c.) 
Coast  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Trimble  submit- 
ted a  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  to  cause  to  be  prepared  a  plan 
for  employing  the  Navy  in  completing  a 
survey  of  the          -        -        .        .        .     650 
the  resolution  withdrawn  -         •        .         .     656 
Coffin,  William,    and   others,  a   bill    from    the 
House  of  Representatives  for   relief  of, 
read  twice,  and  referred           ...     592 
reported  without  amendment     ...     604 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     648 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     649 
Cole,  Phineas,    Mr.  Morril  presented  the  peti- 
tion of 37 

adverse  report  thereon        -         -         •         •       81 
considered,  and  concurred  in      •        .        .     lOl 
Colhoun,  Hugh,  and  others,  Mr.   Burriil  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred         -         .     364 
Columbian  Institute,  Mr.  Horsey  presented  the 

memorial  of  the,  referred  -         .         -     57 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 

the  benefit  of  the,  read  twice  and  referred     600 

reported  without  amendment     ...     614 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     553 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     673 

Commerce   and   Manufactures,  appointment  of 

the  standing  Committee  of     -         -         -26 
Commercial   Regulations,  a   Message  from   the 
President  transmitting  a  collection  from 
different  foreign   countries  of  their,  read       23 
Compact  between  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  a 
joint  resolution  from    the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives giving  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress to  a,  for   the    settlement  of  their 
boundary  line,  twice  read,  and  referred  -     617 
reported  without  amendment     -         -         .     626 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table           ...     652 
taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    •     684 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         .         .     687 
Cone,  S.  H.,  and  others,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky  presented    the   memorial   of,    re- 
ferred     472 

Conecah  Courthouse,  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama, 
submitted  a  resolution  for  establishing  a 

land  office  at 237 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands         .....     256 
(^e  Alabama.') 
Congress,  Mr.  Otis  submitted   a  resolution  for 

adjournment  of,  on  the  10th  of  April,  read     520 

read  a  second  time 525 

day  changed  to  24th,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 559 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .     559 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  the  day  changed  to  15th  May  -     652 

considered,  and  concurred  in      -        -        -     653 
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Congress,  Mr.  Morril  submitted  a  resolution  for 

an  earlier  meeting  of,  than  the  day  fixed 

by  the  Constitution         ....     577 

resolution  discussed,  and  negatived    >        -     585 

a  bill  from    the   House  of  Representatives 

fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of, 

"»<1 686 

read  a  second  time 687 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     688 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -        .     690 
Conner,  William,  and  others,  Mr.   Noble  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred         -        -    430 
a  bill  granting  the  right  of  pre-emption  to, 

''•ti      -        - 494 

read  a  second  time     -         -         .         .         .     493 

indefinitely  postponed        ....     593 

Constitution,  Mr.  Noble  presented  a  resolution 

of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana  proposing 

an  amendment  to  the,  limiting  the  power 

of  Congress  in  the  chartering  of  banks, 

Ac,  read 258 

(See  Banks,  also,  Eketora  of  President 
and  Vice  Pretident.) 
Contracts,   report  of,  comprehending    the   year 

1819,  made  by  the  War  Department       -     119 
Converse,  Daniel,  and  George  Miller,  a  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  for  relief  of, 
twice  read,  and  referred           -         -         .     600 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -618 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     653 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed           •         •     673 
Cotton  and  Woollen  Manufactures,  Mr.  Burriil 
presented   a  memorial  from  Providence, 
Rhode  Island,  praying  protection  for,  re- 
ferred   -         - 41 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  a  similar  memorial  from 
inhabitants  of  Maryland  ...       45 

Cravat,  Richard.     (See  Mc Grew,  John.) 
Crawford,  Rhoda,  Mr.  Walker  of  Alabama  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred         -         .       37 
adverse  report  thereon        -         -         .         -     J 59 
concurred  in,  and  the  committee  discharged     200 
Crawford,  Thomas,  Mr.   Parrott  presented   the 

petition  of,  referred         ....     36O 
Crawford,  Jonathan,  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of 369 

considered  and  concurred  in       -         -         -     371 
Credit  on  Import  Duties,  Mr.  Pinkney  presented 
the  memorial  of  merchants  of  Baltimore, 
remonstrating  against  changing  the  sys- 
tem of,  referred 368 

Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians,  a   Messsge  from 
the  President  recommending  an   appro- 
priation to  defray  the  expenses  of  a  pro- 
posed treaty  with  the     -         -         -         .     520 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs     624 
the  report  of  said  committee  read         .         -     675 
Crook,  Peter.     (See  ISewaom,  Jothua.) 
Cutting,   Nathaniel,    Mr.   King   of  New  York 

presented  the  memorial  of,  referred         -     575 

D. 

Dana,  Samuel  W.,  of  Connecticut,  attended  -  9 
speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  -  117 
remarks  of,  on   the  Military  Appropriation 

bill 546,  655 

remarks  of,  on  General  Appropriation  bill  570 
remarks  of,  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 

two  Houses  on  the  same         -        -     687,  689 
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Danville,  Mr.  Palmer  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting a  road  from  Montpelier  to,  in 

Vermont 39 

-  ,    agreed  to.  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads  •        -        •      42 

Davis,  Lathrop,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  to  Pension  Committee       25 
adverse  report  thereon       -        -        -        -       75 
considered  and  concurred  in       -        •        -      79 

Declaration  of  Independence.     (See  Binrie.) 

Defaulters,  a  bill  providing  for  the  more  prompt 

recovery  of  debts  due  by,  read        -        -    558 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading -     576 

De  Krafll,  Edward.     (See  Bioren,  John.) 
Delafield,  Johit,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred  -         -         -         -       31 
adverse  report  thereon       ...        -     488 
considered  and  concurred  in       -         -     *    -     501 
Delisle,  Anthony  S.    (See  Dudley,  Edward B.) 

Denton,  Little,  6c  Co.,  and  Harman  Hendrick,  a 
bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 

relief  of,  read 42 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •        -  46 

reported  without  amendment    ...  369 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  372 

Deputy  Surveyors,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson, 
of  Kentucky,  the  Committee  of  Public 
Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  provision  for  pay- 
ment of  full  compensation,  dec,  to  -  478 
the  said  committee  asked  to  be  discharged  -  530 
the  discharge  concurred  in          -        -        -     534 

Deslonde,  Rosalie  P.,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisi- 
ana, presented  the  petition  of,  referred  -  55 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -  -  -  488 
read  a  second  time  ....  -  490 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  496 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  498 
Despard,  John,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sanford,  the 

claim  of,  was  referred     ...         -  255 

the  committee  discharged  -         .         -         -  694 

Destrahan,  Noel,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred         -         -  55 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read         -         -  501 
ordered  to  a  third  reading           ...  613 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -         -         -  616 

Detroit,  a  bill  to  revive  the  powers  of  the  com- 
missioners for  the  district  of,  ice,  read   -  C03 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred          -         -  605 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .....  651 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  653 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
annex  certain  lands  to  the  district  of,  read 

twice,  and  referred          -         -         -         -  617 

reported  without  amendment     ...  620 

ordered  to  a  third  reading           ...  674 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  675 
a  bill  relating  to  Green  Bay  and  Prairie  du 

Chien,  in  the  district  of,  read          -        -  626 

read  a  second  time     -         .         .         -         .  628 

Dickerson,  Mahlon,  of  New  Jersey,  attended     •  9 

remarks  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill        -     493,  530 

remarks  of,   on  the   bill   for   clothing   the 

Army,  Ac. 608 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  tariff  -  656 
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Discriminating  Duties,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the 
memorial  of  merchants  and  ship-owners 
of  Boston,  praying  measures  to  counter- 
vail the,  &c.,  referred     -         -         -         -       41 
Mr.  Sanford,  the  same,  from  the  New  York 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  referred  to  same       68 
District  of  Columbia,  appointment  of  the  com- 
mittee for  the         -         •         •        •         .       87 
•n  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts,  the  said  commit- 
tee were  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any 
legal  provisions  are  necessary  to  accom- 
modate the  coutU  in  said  District  -        -      28 
a  bill  providing  for  the  accommodation  of 

the  circuit  coort  in  the,  twice  read        •       33 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -         -       34 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  a  reso- 
lution authorizing  a  delegate  from  the     •     551 
ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table    ...     558 
taken  up,  agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the         .....     566 
adverse  report  thereon        ....     652 
considered  and  concurred  in       -         -         -     656 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
alter  the  times  of  the  sessions  of  the  cir- 
cuit and  district  courts  of  the,  twice  read, 

and  referred 600 

reported  with  amendment         ...     675 
read  the  third  time,  and  pcssed  as  amended     678 
District  Judges,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  of 
Georgia,  the  Judiciary  Committee  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  increasing  the  salaries  of  the     -         -     470 
a  bill  increasing  the   consumption  of  the, 

twice  read -     557 

the  third  reading  lost  by  a  tie  vote     >         •     596 
reconsidered,  and  bill  laid  on  the  table         -     603 
Dix,  John  A.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -         -       24 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        >      28 
reported  without  amendment    -        >        •      35 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         •         •         -       39 
read  the  third  time    -----       42 

third  reading  resumed,  and  bill  passed         -       56 
Dobson,  John  and  others,  Mr.  Logan  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred        ...    497 
Dobson,  Thomas,  and  Son,  Mr.  Luwrie  presented 

the   petition  of,  referred         ...     100 
committee  discharged         ....     675 

Documents,  a  bill  authorizing  the  transmission 

of  certain,  free  of  postage,  read  twice      -       20 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -         -21 
Domestic  Manufactures,  Mr.  Sanford  presented 
the  petition  of  the  American  Society  of 
New  York  for  the  encouragement  of,  re- 
ferred   -------38 

Mr.  Lanman  presented  a  similar  one  from 
i      Connecticut,  referred      ....       75 

^Mr.   Sanford   presented  a  similar   petition 

from  boot  and  sh6emakers  of  New  York       78 
Mr.  Dickerson  presented  a  similar  petition 

from  sundry  citizens  of  Pennsylvania       -     119 
Mr.   Trimble  presented  a  similar   petition 

from  citizens  of  Ohio      .        .        -        -     237 
a  bill  to  provide  for  clothing  the  army  in, 

read       -         - 488 

read  a  second  time  ....     490 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         •         -         -611 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -         •     613 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
with  amendments  ....     626 
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Domeitic  Manufactures — continued.  Page, 

bill  agre«d  to,  with  an  amendment  to  the 

amendments  -         .         .         .         .     674 

the  Houae  of  Representative*   and  Senate 

both  insist    -•.-..     6g5 
Mr.  Sanford  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  York  relative  to  the 
protection  of,  read  ....     537 

Donnell,  John  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred         •         -         .651 
Dougherty,  John,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         ....     490 
adverse  report  thereon         ....     577 
considered,  and  concurred  in      •        •         -     638 
Douglas,  Elisha,  Mr.  Miller  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -         -         .         •         -      37 
{See  Chariton,  John.) 
Duane,  William,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of 
Kentucky,  the  Military  Committee  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making  a  certain   allowance  to         -     276 
that  committee  discharged,  and  the  subject 
referred  to  the  War  Department     .         .     576 
Dudley,  Edward  B.,  and  John  M.  Vancleef,  Mr. 

Stokes  presented  the  petition  of,  referred       46 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  (including  Anthony 

S.  Delisle,)  read ng 

read  a  second  time 159 

ordered  to  a  third  ftiading  ...     356 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -         .     370 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendment 566 

considered,  and  concurred  in     -         -         -     668 
Duelling,  Mr.  Morril  submitted  resolutions  con> 

cerning 597 

laid  on  the  table  .....     635 

Dunn,  Sarah,  Mr.  Mellen  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 159 

adverse  rejwrt  thereon       ....     452 
Duplat,  Marc  Marie,  sen.,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -         -         .156 

adverse  report  thereon        ....     432 
considered,  and  concurred  in      •         •         -     436 
Duponceau,  Peter  S.  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson 

presented  the  memorial  of,  referred         -     119 
Duties,  a  bill  from  the  Secretory  of  the  Treasury 
with  an  abstract  of  the  emoluments,  &,c., 
of  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of, 

re«<i 460 

Duvcrge,   Barthelemy,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisi- 
ana presented  the  petition  of,  referred      -       56 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  tfi         ...     453 

read  a  second  tune 456 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .        m"    ■"  .    461 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     462 

E. 
Easton,  Rufus,  and  heirs  of  James  Bru^  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 432 

committee  discharged         ....     676 
Eaton,  John  H.,  of  Tennessee,  attended  .        -        9 
speech  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill  ...     608 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  sufferers  in  the  Sem- 
inole war 526 

on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
on  the  appropnation  bill         ...     588 
Edwards,  Ninian,  of  IlUnois,  attended       -        .        9 
speech  of,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts  to 
exclude  slavery,  &c 197 


Edwards,  Ninian — continued.  Page, 

remarks  of,  on  the  hill  respecting  sales  of 

public  lands 450 

on  the  bill  to  suspend  ihe  sale  or  forfeiture 

of  lands,  ice 465 

on  the  bill  making  further  provision  for  the 

sales  of  public  lands      ....    432 
on  the  miUtary  appropriations    .         .     646,  666 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  Preaident,  Mr. 
Dickerson     submitted    a    resolution    to 
amend  the  Constitution  as  it  respects  the 

choice  of,  read 22 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  five 24 

reported  without  amendment      ...       40 
ordered  to  a  (bird  reading  ....     233 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  ...     278 
Elliot,  Jonathan.     (See  Law,  John.) 
Elliott,  John,  of  Georgia,  attended    ...         9 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Roberts's  slavery  resolu- 
tion               .        .     129 

on  the  bill  for  relief  of  the  Savannah  sufferers     622 
Ellis,  David,  and  others,,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         ....     602 
Engrossed  Bills,  appointment  of  committee  on        1 1 
Enrolled  Bills,  appointment  of  the  committee  on       10 
EquiUble  Claims,  Mr.  Macon  submitted  a  prop- 
osition  that  authority  ought  to  be  given 
to  the  Treasury  Department  to  examine 
and  settle  all.  Ac. .         .         .         •         .     672 
Executive  Offices,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep. 
resentatives  making  appropriations  to  sup. 
ply  deficiencies  in  appropriations  hereto- 
fore  made  for  completing  the  Capitol  and 
President's  House  and  erecting  two  new     266 

read  a  first  time S76 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  -  299 
reported  without  amendment  -  .  .311 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  362 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  3C6 
Expenditure  and  AppUcation  of  Moneys,  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  comprehending 

a  statement  of 72 

a  similar  report  from  the  Secretory  of  the 
Navy 73 

Expenditures  for   Contingencies,  report  of  the 

Secretary  of  War  of    -         -         -           -     167 
Extension  of  Time,  on  public  lands,  Mr.  Noble 
presented  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature 
of  Indiana,  praying  an,  referred      -        -     366 
a  similar  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Mis- 
sissippi referred 371 

Extra  Compensation,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  a 
resolution  directing  the  allowance  of,  to 
certoin  officers  and  servants  of  the  Sen- 
ate, twice  read 683 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     690 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        •        .691 

F. 

Farral,  Samuel,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the  pe- 
tition of 480 

Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  Pleasanto  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  for  extension  and 
inclusion  therewith  of  the  Union  Bank, 
referred  ......      37 

Finance,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee of    26 

so  much  of  the  Message   as  relates  to,  re- 
ferred to  said  committee         •         -         •       29 
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Fines,  a  Message  from  the  President,  with  a  re- 
port from  the  Secretory  of  Stole  embracing 
a  list  of,  incurred  under  the  act  to  puniah 
certain  crimes,  Slc  ....  480 
Finney,  Elkanah,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representotivea  for  relief  of, 
read  twice,  and  referred  ...    692 

reported  without  amendment     ...    604 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     649 
read  the  third  time  and  passed  -        •        -     651 
Fire  Engines,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Morril,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia  were 
instructed  to  inquire  whether  the  acta  to 
purchases  bad  been  executed  •         -         -     689 
Flood,   Martha,  a  bill  from  the  House  for  relief 

of^  read  twice  and  referred      ...     692 
reported  without  amendment     ...     637 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...         -     675 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     678 
Foreign  Commerce  of  the  United  States,  a  bill 
^  to  provide  for  obtoining  accurate  state- 

1  menu  of  the,  read  ....       28 

J  read  a  second  time    .....       66 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....       68 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        •        •      74 
Foreign  Gold  Coins,  Mr.  Otis  submitted  a  reso- 
lution respecting    -----     313 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  a  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of  that  State  on 
the  subject  of,  both  referred    -         -         -     612 
Foreign  Relations,  appointment  of  the  standing 

committee  of 26 

Foreign  Ships  of  War  and  Privateers,  so  much 
of  the  Message  as  relates  to  the  designa- 
tion of  particular  porto  for   the  admission 
of,  referred  to  the  Naval  Committee         -       29 
said  committee  discharged,  and  the  subject 

referred  to  that  of  Foreign  Relations        -       55 
a  bill  from  the   House  of  Rcpresentotives, 
designating  the  ports  within  which,  shall 
be  permitted  to  enter,  read  twice     -         -     691 
read  the  tlurd  time,  and  passed  ...     696 
Forfeiture  of  Lands,  Mr.  Noble  submitted  a  reso- 
lution to  suspend  the  sale  or  -        -         -       32 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands 34 

a  bill  further  to  suspend  the  sale  or,  read   -     417 

read  a  second  time 426 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     489 
Forging  Papers  or  Vouchers,  Mr.  Eaton  submit- 
ted a  resolution  instructing  the  Judiciary 
Committee  to  inquire  whether  any  amend- 
ment is  necessary  in  the  criminal  code  to 
punish  persons  guilty  of        -         -         -       77 
agreed  to,  and  so  referred  -         -         -         -       78 
Forman,  William  Gordon.    (See  Hunt,  Abigail.) 
Fowler,  Christopher,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read       21 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -         -       25 
report  of  said  committee    -        -        -        -       38 
bill  recommitted         .....       46 
a  report  recommending  rejection,  read        -       73 
Francia,  E.  de  la,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .         .        -         -        .     624 
the  committee  discharged  -         .         -         -     593 
Francis,  Ann,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and  the  legal 

representotives  of  Tench  Francis,  read   -     534 

read  a  second  time 537 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -        -    675 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -     578 


Fra  P»««- 

nking  Privilege,  Mr.  Wilson  submitted  a  res- 
olution extending  the,  to  the   President 
pro  tern,  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives       ...     432 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Post  Office 

Committee 436 

Fraser,  Angus  O.,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of, 
read  twice,  and  referred  ...     600 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        -    611 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         -         -     674 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        -     675 
Freeman,  Theron,  Mr.  Rnggles  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -         -         -         -         .     299 
adverse  report  thereon       ....     425 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        -     436 
French  Ships  and  Vessels,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  impose  a  new  ton- 
nage duty  on,  read  twice        -        -        .     694 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -     696 
Frontiers  of  the  United  Stotes,  Mr.  Johnson,  of 
Kentucky,  submitted  a  resolution  relating 
to  the  protection  of  the  .         -        -        -     605 
considered,  and  laid  on  the  table        -        -     616 
Famiture  of  the  old  Senate  Chamber,  Mr.  Rob- 
erts submitted  a  resolution  directing  the 

sale  of  the 29 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Buildings      --.---       32 


G. 
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Gaillard,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  attended 

election  of,  as  President  pro  tempore  - 
Gaillard,  Theodore.     (See  Bay,  EUJiu  HaiL) 
Galleries  of  the  Senate  Chamber,  Mr.  Stokes 
submitted  a  resolution  of  inquiry  into  the 
expediency  of  enlarging  the  -        -        -     532 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Buildings      .         -         .         .     534 
Gaudry  &.  Dufaure,  the  memorial  of,  referred  to 

the  Finance  Committee          ...     432 
General  Post  Office,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representotives  for  repairing  the  roof  of 
the,  &c,  read  twice       ....     692 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         -         -         -     693 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -     696 
Georgia,   Mr.   Walker   submitted   a   resolution 
instructing  the  Judiciary  Committee  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing 
the  salary  of  the  district  judge  for  the  dis- 
trict of  312 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  said  committee  -     313 

the  President  presented  the  memorial  of  the 

Legislature  of,  respecting  the  territory  in 

said  Stote  held  by  certain  Indian  tribes, 

read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Indian  Affairs 539 

Mr.  Elliou  presented  the  copy  of  an  act  of 
the  Legislature  of,  to  which  the  consent 
of  Congress  is  asked,  referred         -         -     431 
a  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  the 

said  act,  read         _        .        -        -        .     488 
read  a  second  time    -----    490 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        -        -     585 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         .     694 
Georgetown,  the  committee  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of, 
praying  for  a  separate  court  west  of  Rock 
Creek,  were  discharged  -         -  .  r    -    666 
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Ghent,  a  discoMion  on  the  necessity  of  continu- 
ing the  office  of  Agent  of  the  Commission- 
ers under  the  Treaty  of  -         -         - 
Giles,  Aquila,  Mr.  King  of  New  York  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred      -         -         - 
adverse  report  thereon       -         -         .         . 
Godfrey  Gabriel,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred   -         -         -         -         - 
a  bill  for  the  rehef  of,  read  .         .         . 
read  a  second  time    -         -         -         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Goetz  and  Westphal,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .         .         .         . 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and  the  heirs  of  Abra* 
ham  Nippe,  read   -        -        .        .        . 
read  a  second  time    -         -         .         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         .         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .         .         . 
Government,  a  biii  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of,  for  the  year  1820,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments         -         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  some 
of  the  amendments,  and  disagree  to  others 
the  Senate  receded  from  the  amendments 

disagreed  to- 
ft bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  in 
addition  to  the  above      -         .         .         . 
twice  read,  and  referred     -         -         .         . 
reported  without  amendment,  read  the  third 

time,  and  passed 

Grant,  Vincent,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read       -        .        .        . 

read  a  second  time    -        •        .        .        . 

the  third  reading  negatived         ... 

Grant,  Herbert,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  peti- 

tion  of,  referred      -         -         .         .         . 

adverse  report  thereon        .         -         .         _ 

considered  and  concurred  in       •         -         . 

Greene,  James,  dc  Co.,  Mr.  Wilson  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         -         -         .         . 

Greer,  James,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred  to  War  Department      - 
Groen,  Peter  Manus,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson, 

had  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers    - 
Guerlain,  Lewis  H^  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana 
presented  the  petition  of,  referred  - 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read          .         .         . 
read  a  third  time       -         -         .         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading           -         -         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  sub- 
mitted   a  resolution  of  inquiry  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  for  the  purchase 
of  a  sufficient  number  of  vessels  to  protect 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States  in  the 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee   

(See  Vesseh  of  War.) 

H. 

Hackley,  Richard  8.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  twice 
read 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 


Page. 


573 

312 
439 

234 
477 
480 
492 
495 

430 

455 
459 
462 
467 


525 
526 
565 
576 

577 

589 

687 
689 

696 

36 
364 
369 
500 

547 
677 
684 

27 

467 

577 

55 
630 
622 
674 
676 


417 
426 


692 
696 


Haley,  Samuel,  Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  peti 
tion  of,  referred     ..... 
(See  hUa  of  ShoaU.) 
Hall,  Caleb  B.,  and  others,  Mr.  Mellen  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred      •         .         . 
Hall,  Margaret,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  twice  read  - 
indefinitely  postponed        •        .        .        . 
Hanson,  Alexander  C,  on  motion  of  Mr.  San- 
ford it  was  resolved   to  wear  crape  the 
usual  lime,  for  the  late,  a  member  of  the 

Senate 

Hardeman,  Thomas,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .... 
the  committee  discharged  -         -         .         . 
Harding,  John,  and  Giles.    (See  NicholU,  John.) 
Harpole,  George,  and  Antoine  Brown,  Mr.  Ea- 
ton presented  the  petition  of,  referred 
the  committee  discharged  -         .         .         . 
leave  granted  to  withdraw  his  papers 
Hart,  Eli,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition  of, 
referred  ---... 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         ... 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ----.. 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Hart,  Robert,  and  others,  Mr.  Brown  presented 
the  memorial  of.  referred         -         .         . 
Hart,  Ephraim,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -         -         -         .         . 
adverse  report  thereon        -         -         -         . 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -         .         . 
Hawley,  Daniel,  the  President  communicated 
the  petition  of,  referred  -         -         .         . 
the  committee  discharged  .... 
Hayes,  James,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    -         .         -         .         . 
adverse  report  thereon        -         .         .         . 
Haynes,  David,  and  others,  Mr.  Mellen  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred      ... 
Hailchurst,  Robert.     (See  Ingraham,  Henry.) 
Heaps,  John,  a  bill  from   the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of  the  widow  of,  twice 
read,  and  referred  -         .         .         .         . 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Hendricks,  Harmon.     (See  Denton,  Little,  and 

Company.) 
Henly,  David,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred!      -         -         -         .         . 
a  bill  authorizing  psyment  to,   for   cerUin 
muskets,  read         -         .         .         .         . 
read  a  second  time     -        -        -        .        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  • 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  an  amendment      -        -        .        . 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -         .         . 
Henrick,  the  Danish  brigantine,  a  message  trans- 
mitting sundry  papers  in  relation  to  the 
case  of,  referred   to   the    Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations  .... 

Herington,  Elisha,  Mr.  Edwards   presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .... 
Herington,  Elisha,   and  others,    Mr.   Edwards 
presented  also  another  petition  of,  referred 
^0  same        ...... 
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Hibbard,  Shubael  P.,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -         .         -         . 

Hightower,  Thomas,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         .         .         .         . 

adverse  report  thereon        -         -         .         . 
considered,  and  concurred  in      - 
Hodge,  George.     (See  Barry,  Edward.) 
Hodgson,   Rebecca,   Mr.   Roberts  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred        ... 
adverse  report  thereon       -         >         • 
considered,  and  concurred  in      - 
Hooker,  Samuel  P.,  Mr.  Morril  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         ... 
adverse  report  thereon        ... 
report,  &,c.,  recommitted    ... 
a  further  unfavorable  report 
considered,  and  concurred  in      - 
Horsey,  Outerbridge,  of  Delaware,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bill 
Hughes,  James,  a  bill  from  tbe  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 
referred  ...... 

reported  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Hunt,  Abijah,  and  William  Gordon  Forman,  a 
bill  from   the  House  of  Representatives 
for  the  relief  o^  twice  read,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments         ... 
ordered  to  a  tliird  reading  with  the  amend- 
ments  - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
Hunter,  William,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended     - 
remarks  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill 
remarks  of,  on  the  claim  of  tbe  Winters    - 


Hunt(^,  Thomas,  Mr.  Ruggles  submitted  a  res- 
olution instructing  the  Committee  of 
Claims  to  provide  for  settling  the  claims 

of 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  said  committee 
a  bill  fur  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time    -         -        .        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         . 
read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  - 
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IlUaois,  Mr.  Thomas  submitted  a  resolution,  in. 
structing  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
establishing  additional  districts  for  the  sale 
of  public  lands  in  the  State  of  -  . 
resolution  agreed  to,  end  referred  accord- 
ingly      

Importations,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  tbe  memo- 
rial of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New 
York,  recommending  the  continuance  of 
the  present  mode  of  collecting  duties  on, 
referred  ...._. 

Imports,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  regulate  the  duties  on,  read  twice, 
and  referred  ---...     649 
reported  with  amendments        ...     653 
postponed  till  next  session  ...    ^56 

Imports  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  to  continue  in  force 
the  act  supplementary  to  the  act  to  regu. 
late  the  collection  of  the  duties  on,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  an  amendment     ... 
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Imports  and  Tonnage — continued. 

bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading     > 

read  the  third  time,  and  pa^seJ  ... 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representative^ 

with  an  amendment,  and  concurred  in     . 

Indian  Affairs,  appointment  of  the  standing  com. 

mittee  on       -         -         -         .         .         . 

Indian  Trade,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  sub- 
mitted a  resolution,  instructing  the  said 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  system  of      -         -        . 
report  of  said  committee,  that  a  change  of 

the  system  is  inexpedient 
considered,  and  concurred  in      • 
a  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of,  read 
read  a  second  time     -         -         .        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  resolution  respect 

ing 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs         .... 
Indiana,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of,  relating  to  a  certain 
township  of  land  in,  referred  - 

Indians,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented 
the  memorial  of  the  yearly  meeting  of 
Friends,  respecting  the  civilization  of  the, 
referred  ...... 

Indulgence  Bill.     (See  Forfeiture.) 
Ingraham,  Henry,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
adverse  report  thereon        -         .         .         . 
considered,  and  concurred  in       .         .         . 
Inland  Frontier,  Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  reso- 
lution, directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
cause  to  be  prepared  a  plan  for  employing 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Army,  in 
making  an  accurate  survey  of  tbe  - 
referred  to  the  Military  Committee 
Internal  Duties  and  Direct  Tax,  annual  report 

of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
Invalid  Pensioners,  a  bill  concerning,  read 

read  a  second  time     -         .         .         .         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         . 
indefinitely  postponed        .... 

Invalid  Pensions,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep. 
resentatives  to  revive    and   continue   in 
force,  for  one  year,  the  act  concerning, 
read  three  times,  and  passed  ... 
Irwin,  Alexander,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      ..... 
Isaac,  Robert.     (See  Remistton  of  Duties.) 
Isles  of  Shoals,  Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  sundry  merchants,  and  others,  of 
Portsmouth,   New   Hampshire,    praying 
the  erection  of  a  lighthouse  on  the,  re- 
ferred     

a  bill  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a  light- 
house, Ac,  read    .        -        -        -        - 

read  a  second  time     .         .         -        •         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  an  amendment,  and  agreed  to 

a  bill  authorizing  the  repair  of  a  sea  wall  at 
the,  read        -.-.-. 

read  a  second  time    .....    684 

ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table    ...    687 
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Jtckaon,  Major  General  Andrew,  Mr.  King,  of 
New  York,  preaented  the  memorial  of,  in 
relation  to  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  subject  of  the  Seminole  campaign, 
made  at  the  last  sension,  laid  on  the  table  439 
ordered  to  be  printed        -        •        •        .    473 

Jackson,  Sally,  Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 461 

committee  discharged        ....     672 

Jackson,  George,  Mr.  Trimble  presented  the  pe^ 

tition  of 603 

committee  discharged        ....     690 
Johnson,  Henry,  of  Louisiana,  attended     •         •       37 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  making  further  pro- 
vision for  the  sale  of  public  landa  •  .  485 
Johnson,  Richard  M.,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Kentucky,  in  place  of  J.J. 
Crittenden,  resigned, produced  his  creden- 
tials,  6k.       •••-..      46 

speech  of,  on  his  resolution  concerning  the 
Indian  trade  --••..       83 

on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  ...     345 

on  his  resolutions  concerning  the  navigation 
of  the  Ohio,  <Scc 441 

on  the  bill  making  farther  provision  for  the 
sale  of  public  lands         ....     455 

on  his  resolution  for  giving  a  Delegate  to  the 
Dutrict  of  Columbia      .        •        .        .     553 

remarks  of,  on  receding  from  an  amend, 
ment 698 

on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  Army        .        .    608 

Jones,  George  W.,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the 

memorial  of,  referred      ....     363 
Jones,  Fielding,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
senutives  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  re- 

ferred 592 

reported  without  amendment      ...     597 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  >         .         .641 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         .     644 

Jones,  Charles,  J.  and  Richard  Buckner,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  re- 
lief of,  read  twice,  and  referred       -        .    593 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  ....     656 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        .     673 

Jourdan,  B.  and   P.,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred  -        -     366 
the  committee  discharged  .         .         .611 

Journals  of  the  Old  Convention,  Ac.,  a  Message 
from  the  President  giving  the  informa- 
tion that  certain  copies  of  the,  which  had 
been  ordered  to  be  printed  were  deposited 
in  the  State  Department  subject  to  the 
order  of  Congress  -         -         -         >       29 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  further  distribution  of 
the,  twice  read,  and  referred  -         -         .       47 
reported  with  an  amendment    ...       80 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         -81 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended       85 
another  resolution  from  the  House  o(  Rep- 
resentatives for  distribution  of  certain  co- 
pies of  the,  twice  read,  and  referred        .     628 
reported  without  amendment     ...     638 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     653 

read.the  third  time,  and  passed  •        .     673 


Journals  of  the  Senate,  previous  to  the  year 
1814,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Ja- 
didary  Committee  were  instructed  to  in* 
quire  into  the  state  of  the,  dec. 

report  of  said  committee   .... 

ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table   ... 

resolution  adopted  to  print  three  hundred 

copies  of  the 

Journals  and  State  Papers,  Mr.  Roberta  anbmit- 
ted  a  resolution  of  inquiry  whether  any 
regulation  be  expedient  to  increase  the 
number  of  copies  of,  hereaAer  to  be 
printed  ...... 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  a  committee 

report  of  said  committee    -        -         -        . 

considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        . 

Judicial  System,  a  bill  further  to  extend  the, 

read      ....... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

a  bill  further  to  amend  the,  by  forming  an 
additional  circuit,  read  twice,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

indefinitely  postponed  -  .  -  . 
Judiciary,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee on  the     ...... 

K. 

Kansler,  W.  C,  Mr.  Walker  of  Georgia  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
adverse  report  thereon       .... 
(See  Rtmiition  of  Duties.) 
Kennedy,  Anthony,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .... 
the  committee  discharged  ... 

leave  to  withdraw  his  papers      ... 
Kentucky  Ohio  Canal  Company,  Mr.  Johnson, 
of  Kentucky,  submitted  a  resolution  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  subscribing 
to  the  stock  of  the 
agreed  to,  aad  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals     .         .         .         - 
Kennion,  Labedoyere  de,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louis- 
iana presented  the  petition  of,  referred    - 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
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read  a  second  time    -         .         .         -         .  456 

ordered  to  a  third  reading           -        -        -  461 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  462 

Key,  Francis  S.,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  preaented 

the  petition  of,  referred           ...  440 

King,  William  R.,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature   of  Alabama,    produced   his 

credentials,  &.c 33 

lot  drawn  to  serve  three  years   -         -        •  36 
remarks  of,  on  the  sale  of  public  lands     448,  481 

on  reconsidering  the  Bankrupt  bill     -         .  664 

on  the  general  Appropriation  bill       -        -  670 

on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  688 
King,   Rofus,  appointed  by  the  Legislature  of 

New  York,  produced  his  credentials,  dec.  231 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  change  the  mode  of 

disposing  of  the  public  lands  -         -         -  446 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  respecting  the  sale  or 

forfeiture  of  land   ....     466,  477 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Edwards   ....  486 

on  the  bill  for  adjustment  of  land  claima    -  600 

on  the  Bankrupt  bill         ....  660 

on  recoBsideriog  the  vote  on  the  same        -  664 
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King,  Rufiis,  remarks  of— continued.  Page. 

on  allowing  a  Delegate  from  the  District  of 

Colombia 666 

on  the  General  Appropriation  bill      -     670,  573 

on  the  bill  respecting  the  District  banks      -  645 

on  the  slave  trade  resolutions     ...  698 

Konkopot,  Jacob,   and   uthera,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  relief  of, 

read  twice,  and  referred          ...  592 

reported  without  amendment     -         .        .  699 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  647 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed           .        -  649 
Krittman,   Joseph,  report  of  the   Secretaiy  of 

State  on  the  memorial  of       •        •        •  428 


Lagon,  Joseph,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         ....     480 
Land,  sold  and  unsold,  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  with  statements  of  the 
quantity  of,  in  certain  States  ...    623 
Land  Claims,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  several 
acts  for  the  adjustment  of,  in  the  State  of 
J^ouisiana  and  Territory  of  Misaouri,  read     1 69 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -         .     233 
reported  with  amendments        ...    489 
amendments  considered,  and  adopted  •     636 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     539 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     540 

Land  Office,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana  on  the 
subject  of  an  additional,  at  Brownstown, 

referred 66 

report  of  inexpediency      -        •        •        -     119 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -         -         -     157 
Lands,   purchased  of  Indians,  Mr.  Trimble  sub- 
mitted two  resolutions  of  inquiry  in  re- 
lation to  the  expenditures  for  •         -     562 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Treasury  De- 
partment      ......     565 

Languille,  Francis  B.,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louis- 
iana presented  the  petition  of,  referred  -  65 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -  -  •  466 
read  a  second  time  .....  470 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  473 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed           .         -  478 

Lanman,  James,  of  Connecticut,  attended         -  9 

remarks  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill        .        .  530 

on  the  Military  appropriations   ...  656 

on  reconsidering  the  vote  on  the  Bankrupt 

bill 563 

Larkins,  James,  Mr.  Dana  preaented  the  peti- 
tion of^  referred      -         .         .         .         .  360 
adverse  report  thereon        ....  369 
conaidered,  and  concurred  in      •        •        -  640 

Laob,  Conrad,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of  the  legal  represent- 
atives of,  read  twice,  and  referred  -         -     692 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed    •         .         -         .         .     696 

Law,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Hunter  preaented 

the  memorial  of,  referred        ...     524 

Law,  John,  and  Jonathan  Elliot,  a  bill  from  the 

House  of  Representatives  for  relief  of, 

read  twice,  and  referred  ...  592 

reported  without  amendment     ...  600 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  647 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  649 


Page. 

Laws  of  the  United  Sutes,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  amend  the  act  pro- 
viding for  the  publication  of  the,  in  newa- 

papers 545 

read  the  first  time     .....     551 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred        .        •    668 
ordered  to  a  third  reading           -         -         .     620 
amended,  and  again  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing         674 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  aa  amended     675 
Leake,  Walter,  of  Mississippi,  attended     -        -        9 
speech  of,  on   Mr.   Roberts's  motion  to  ex- 
clude slavery  from  Missouri  -        -        -     195 
remarks  of,  on  the  Military  appropriations    647 
on  his   motion  to   reconsider   the  Ocean- 
ateamer  bill   ......     627 

Lefevre,  Joseph,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of^  referred  .  .  65 
adverse  report  thereon  •  .  .  .470 
report  reversed,  and  bill  ordered  .  .  478 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  ...  479 
read  a  second  time  .  -  .  :  .  488 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  492 
read  the  third  time,  and  paseed           -        .  495 

Leiper,  Thomas  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
aented the  memorial  of,  referred      •        •  73 
Mr.  Roberts  presented  another  of  the  aane, 

referred  to  same     .....  157 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read       ....  540 

read  a  second  time 661 

ordered  to  a  third  reading           ...  620 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed           •         -  623 

Library,  Mr.   Dickerson  submitted   a  resolution 
for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee 
on  the,  read  twice          -        -         -        -       1 1 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -  21 

appointment  of  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate 22 

Limitation  of  periods  of  service,  Mr.  Dickerson 
submitted  a  resolution  concerning  the,  in 
case  of  officers  connected  with  the  collec- 
tion and  receipt  of  public  moneys  •  -  25 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee   28 

a  bill  for  the,  of  certain  officers  to  four  years, 

read 623 

read  a  second  time    .....    626 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     674 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  •        .     675 

Literary  Inatitutions,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  res- 
<^otion  of  inquiry  into  the  expediency 
of  appropriating  lands  for  the  encourage- 
ment of,  within  the  old  States,  corres- 
ponding with  those  made  for  the  new  -  456 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands 459 

Lloyd,  Edward,  appointed  by  the  Legislature  of 
Maryland,  produced  bis  credentials,  and 
was  qualified          .....       36 
speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  -       93 
remarks  of,  on  his  amendment  to  the  Bank- 
rupt bill 541 

on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  Army  in  domea- 
tic  fabrics 608 

Logan,  William,  of  Kentucky,  attended  •        -        9 
remarks  of,  on   his  resolution  touching  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States    ...      44 
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Logmn,  William,  remarks  of — continued.  Page, 

on  bifl  recolution  concerning  the  Sedition 

law 

speech  of,  on  his  Bank  resolution 

on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  -         -         - 

the  credentials  of,  communicated,  and  read 

remarks  of,  on  Military  Appropriation  bill 

on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 

Lord,  Archibald  B.,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         .         .         -         - 

adverse  report  thereon        .... 

considered,  and  concurred  in      -         -         - 

Lost  MiUtary  Land  Warrants,  a  bill  from  the 

House  of  Representatives  supplementary 

to  the  act  providing  for  cases  of,  twice 

read,  and  referred  .         .         -         -         - 

reported  without  amendment     .         -         . 

indefinitely  postponed        -         -         -         - 

Loud,  Eliphalet,  and  others,  Mr.  Otis  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  to  the  Secretary 

of  State 

report  of  that  oflScer  thereon       ... 

Louisiana,  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  with  a  copy  of 
a  special  report  of  the  Register  and  Re- 
ceiver of  the  eastern  district  of  the  State 
of,  read  ...... 

Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution  of  in- 
quiry into  the  expediency  of  providing  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Surveyor  General  for 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Public  Lands 

Mr.  J.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of,  praying  a  grant  of  certain 
lands,  referred 

Mr.  J.  also  presented  another  memorial  of 
the  same,  relating  to  land  titles  in  the 
State  of        

a  bill  to  appropriate  apartments  in  the  new 
custom-house  at  New  Orleans  for  the  use 
of  the  District  Court  of,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     .        .        • 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

a  bill  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the  Clerk  and 
Marshal  of  the  District  Court  of,  read     • 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson, 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  port  of 

entry  at 

Love,  George,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 361 

adverse  report  thereon       ....    577 

considered,  aa4  concurred  in     -        •        •     585 
Low,  Andrew,  ^end  Co.,  Mr.  Elliott  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  .... 

adverse  report  thereon        .... 
Lowrie,  Walter,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended 

speech  of,  on  the  restriction  of  slavery  in 
Missouri 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  respecting  the  sale 
ofpubliclands        ..... 

on  the  bills  respecting  forfeiture 
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Lucas,  Fielding,  Jr.     (See  Bioren,  John,  dIrcA 
Lyon,  Matthew,  the  President  communicated  tne 


Page. 


memorial  of-        •        >        •        -        '23 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Logan  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims        ... 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         ... 
read  a  second  time     •        -        ... 
Mr.  Barbour  submitted  sundry  resolutions 
touching  the  case  of        •        •        > 
(See  Sedition  Law.) 
M. 
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Macarty,  E.,  the  heirs  of.  (See  Dettrahan,  Noel.) 
Mace,  Abraham,  the  committee  to  whom  the  pe- 
tition of,  was  referred,  were  discharged 
from  the  consideration  thereof 
Macomb,  Sarah,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    -         .         .         .         - 

the  committee  discharged  .... 
Macon,  Nathaniel,  of  North  Carolina,   attended 

speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill   • 

on  Mr.  Roberts's  motion     .... 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  respecting  public  land 
sales      .-.-... 

on  the  Bankrupt  bill  .... 

on  the  military  appropriations    ... 

on  the  General  Appropriation  bill 

on  the  bill  respecting  the  District  banks     - 
Maine,  Mr.  Mellcn  presented  the  petition  of  the 
people  of  the  District  of,  praying  admis- 
sion into  the  Union,  referred  ... 

a  bill  establishing  a  circuit  court  for  the  Dis- 
trict of,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment      ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments,  and  concurred  in 

a  bill  declaring  the  admission  of  the  State 
of,  into  the  Union,  read  ... 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  an  amendment     .         -         . 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  of 
the  same  tenor       -         .         .         -         . 

twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee     ....-- 

reported  with  an  amendment,  including 
MisKouri 

the  said  amendment  debated,  and  carried  . 
Maine  and  Missouri,  Mr.  Thomas  offered  aa  ' 
amendment  to  the  Missouri  branch  of  the 
bill,  prohibiting  slavery  north  of  latitude 
36°  30"  excepting  within  the  limiu  of 
said  proposed  State         .... 

Mr.  T.  withdrew  said  amendment  and  moved 
a  new  section,  to  the  bill        -        .        . 

which  new  section  was  adopted 

the  bill  thus  amended,  and  further  amended 
in  its  title,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed  .--.... 

the  House  of  Representatives  refused  to  re- 
ceive the  amendment  of  the  Senate 

the  Senate  refused  to  recede  from  the  Mis- 
souri amendment 

the  House  of  Representatives  insist,  and  a 
conference  is  agreed  upon 

report  of  disagreement  in  the  conference, 
and  a  further  conference  agreed  upon 
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Maine  and  Mitisouri — continued.  Psge. 

the  second  report  of  the  conference  ajjreed 

to,  and  the  Secretary  ordered  to  notify  the 

samA  to  the  House  of  Representatives     - 

Mallory,  Charles  K.,  and  others,  Mr  Barbour 

presented  the  petition  of.  referred    - 
Manufactures,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates 
to,   referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and      -..-.. 
March,  William,  Mr.  Mellen  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    ..... 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  thereon 
Mayiield,   George,    Mr.  Sanford    presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .         .         .         - 
adverse  report  thereon        .... 
considered,  and  concurred  in      •         -         - 
Medical  Department  of  the  Army,  a  bill  further 
to  regulate  the,  read       .         .         .         • 
read  a  second  time    .         .         -         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Meeteer,  Samuel,  and  W.,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented 
the  memorial  of,  referred         ... 
Melchior,  Isaac^  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and 
referred  .-..-- 

reported  without  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Mellen,  Prentiss,  of  Massachusetts,  attended 

speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill    - 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts,  restricting 
slavery  ..-.-.- 
on  the  Bankrupt  bill  .         -         -      511,529 

Merchants'  Bank  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  Mr. 
Hunter  presented  the  petition  of  the, 
praying  repayment  of  certain  stamp  du- 
ties, referred 

a  bill  for  relief  of  the,  read  ... 

read  a  second  time     -         .         .         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Merrill,  James,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 
referred  ..--.- 

reported  without  amendment     ... 
'*       ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Message,  the  President's  Annual      ... 
reference  of  the,  to  various  committees 

Michigan  Territory,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
^,^  Representatives,   authorizing  the  Secre- 

tary of  State  to  cause  to  be  printed  the 

laws  of  the,  read 

read  the  second  time,  an«l  referred 
reported  without  amendment      .         .         ■ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Military  Affairs,  appointment  of  the  standing 

committee  on 

Military  Service,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep* 
resentatives  making  partial  appropriation 
for  the,  for  the  current  year,  read    . 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     .         .         - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  of 
the  same  title,  read         .... 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
16th  Con.  1st  Sess.— 84 
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Military  Service — continued.  Pag** 

a  bill   from   the  House  of  Representatives 
making  appropriations  for  the,  for  the  year 
1820,  read  twice,  and  referred         -  '     -     534 
reported  with  amendments,  and  debated     -     546 
Mr.  Sanford  presented  sundry  documents 
received  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  re- 
lation  to  the  -         -         •         -        .         -     648 
bill  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     667 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended     558 
the  House  of  Representatives  disagree  to  the 

amendments  -         ...         -     577 

the  Senate  ask  a  conference       ...     599 
to    which    the    House   of   Representatives 

agree 690 

the  managers  report  a  non-agreement         -     694 
on  consideration,  the  Senate   agreed  to  re- 
cede       699 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowrie,  a  committee  was 
ap|)ointed  to  request  of  the  President  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  at  the 
next  session,  certain  information  relating 
to  the 696 

Militia,  appointment  of  the  standing  commktee 

on  the 26 

a  Mesttage  from  the  President,  transmitting 

annual  al>stract  of  the    ...         -     568 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representative*  to 
establish  a  unif  trin  mode  of  disciplining 
the,  twice  read,  and  referred  .         .         -     636 
reported  without  amendment     ...     643 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         .     684 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         -     687 

Miller,   Christopher,   Mr.  Johnson   presented  a 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky 
in  behalf  of,  referred       .         .         •         .       74 
committee  discharged         ....     169 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 

relief  of,  twice  read,  and  referred    -        >     592 
reported  without  amendment     ...     597 

laid  on  the  table 641 

taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -     644 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .     648 

Miller,  George.     (See  Converse,  Daniel.) 
Milne,  Alexander,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred         .         -       66 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read         •        .     497 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         -         •         •     698 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     603 

Mint,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaanry 

with  a  re[iort  of  the         -         -         -         -       41 

a  Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 
the  annual  report  of  the  Director  of  the   -     491 
Mississippi,  Mr.  Williams  oficred  a  resolution  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering 
the  time  for  holding  the  district  court  in     499 

agreed  to,   and  referred    to   the   Judiciary 
Committee    ..----     601 
Mississippi  Stock,  Mr.  Otis  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion in  relation  to  the     -         .         .         -     313 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee --.--.-  360 
Missouri  Territory,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  me- 
mortal  of  the  Legislature  of,  praying  to 
be  admitted  into  the  Union,  referred  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee         -         -         •       43 

a  copy  of  the  memorial      -         -         -         -       43 

a  motion  to  amend  the  Maine  hill  by  adding 
Miasouri  thereto    -        -        -        .        .      73 
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MuBonri  Territory — continued.  Page. 

debate  on  the  said  motion  •         -         -       85 

the  motion  carried     .        -        .        -        -    424 
(See  Maine  and  Mitsouri.) 

Mr.  Roberts  moved  to  insert  a  clause  re- 
stricting slavery     

the  question  on  the  motion  taken,  and  neg- 
atived     -         - 

Mr.  Burrill  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting  the  articles  of  the  ordinance  of 
1787      .-..--. 

the  motion  withdrawn  for  a  substitute  offered 
by  Mr.  Thomas      -         -         -         .         - 

the  substitute  withdrawn   .         .         .         • 

a  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, with  the  bill  to  enable  the  people 
of,  to  form  a  State  constitution,  6cc.,  read 
twice 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments   -------     469 

Moneys  transferred,  report  from  the  Secretary  of 

War,  with  a  statement  of       -         -         - 

Montpelier.     (See  Danville.) 

Morril,  David  L.,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended 

speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  - 

on  Mr.  Roberts's  motion  respecting  slavery 

in   reply    to   Messrs.   Logan,   Macon,  and 

others   - 294 

on  the  military  appropriations    -         -         -     .VIS 
on  his  duelling  resolution  -         .         -         -     631 
Mortimer,  Benjamin,  Mr.  I^anman  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .... 
adverse  report  thereon        .         .         .         - 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -         -         • 
MuUin,  John  W.,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    -         .         .         -         - 
Muskets.     (i*ee  Henley,  David.) 
McCormick,  Alexander,  Mr.  Roberts  presented 
the  petition  o^ referred  -         -         -         - 
adverse  report  thereon        .... 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -         -         • 

McDonald,  William,  a  bill  from   the  House  of 
Representatives,  for  relief  of,  read  - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment    -        .        . 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
McGrew,  John,  Richard  Cravat,  Hardy  Perry,  and 
Beley  Cheney,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  referred  ......     600 

reported  without  amendment     ...     604 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     649 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -    661 

McHenry,  James.     (See  Remission  of  Duties.) 

McNair,  Matthew,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         .... 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read       -        -     '   • 

read  the  second  time  .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
McNeil,  Joseph,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
'  adverse  report  thereon        -         .         .         - 

report  reversed,  and  a  bill  ordered 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         ... 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
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Natchez,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  submit- 
ted a  resolution  respecting  a  road  from,  to 
St.  Stephens,  in  Alabama        -         -         -       39 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Post  Offices,  Sec.    •         .         .         -         .       43 

National  Industry,  Mr.  Dickerson  presented  a 
memorial  of  a  conveiition  of  the  friends 
of,  in  New  Jersey,  referred     •        -        -     364 

National  Road,  Mr.  Edwards  communicated  a 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  in 
relation  to  the,  referred  -         -         •         -     313 

Mr.  Trimble  presented  a  similar  resolution 
from  that  of  Ohio 365 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals        368 

Mr.  Noble  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Indiana  praying  a  continua- 
tion of  the,  referred  to  same    -        -        -    436 

a  Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  annual  expenditures  on  the     -     519 
Naval  Affairs,  appointment  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee on 26 

Naval  Service,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  in  relation  to  the  rules,  &c.,  for  the, 
referred  to  the  above  committee       •         -       48 

Mr.  Pleasants  submitted  a  resolution  instruct- 
ing the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Navy  Commisiiioners,  to 
revise  the  rules,  dec,  for  the,  and  report 
at  the  next  session  .... 

considered,  and  agreed  to  - 

Navigation,  Mr.  King  of  New  York  submitted  a 

resolution  relating  to      •         -         -         - 

referred  to  the  (committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 

I  tions      - 

I  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  concerning, 

twice  read  -.-...  557 
copy  of  the  bill  in  full  ....  578 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     596 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        •     597 
Navy,  a  bill  from  the  House  ot  Representatives 
in  addition  to  the  act  making  appropria- 
tions fur  the  year  1819,  read  ... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
report  of  the   Secretary  on   the  contingent 

expenses  of  the 

a  bill  from   the  House  of  Representatives 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the,  for  the  year  1820,  read   • 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Navy  Pension  Fund,  report  of  the  Commission- 
ers of  the,  read      ..... 

Neutrality,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to 
violations  of  our,  was  referred  to  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee  .... 
the  committee  discharged  .        .         .        - 

Nevill,  Joshua,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 43 

adverse  report  thereon         -         -         -         -  55 

considered  and  concurrisd  in       •        •        •  73 
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New  Orleans,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Lou- 
isiana, the  report  of  the  commissioner  to 
assess  the    damages   occasioned   by  the 
!            troops   in  the  neighborhood  of,    was  or- 
dered to  be  printed          ....     426 
New  York  Hospital,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the 
memorial  of  the  governors  of  the,  relating 
*"            to  their  relief  of  seamen,  &c.,  referred     -       84 
Newsom,  Joshua,  Peter  Cook  and  James  Robb, 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  relief  of,  twice  read  ....     692 
read  the  third  tin)e,  and  passed          •         •     696 
Newson,  Robert,  Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  pe- 
tition of.  referred 443 

adverse  report  thereon       ....     456 

considered,  and  concurred  in      -         -         •     4.'S9 
Newspapers,  the  usual  resolution  passed  to  fur- 
T^I        nish,  to  members   -----       10 

We'wton,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Roberts  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred         -         -       37 
Nicholls,  John,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition 
*  of,  referred     ......       66 

adverse  report  thereon        ....     356 

read  and  concurred  in        -        •        •        -     399 
vote  reconsidered,  and  petition  recommitted     312 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and  others,  read         •     367 
read  a  second  time     -         -         -         -         .     369 

blank  in  the  bill  filled         •         -         -         .489 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     490 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     495 
Nippes,  Anna   Maria,  and  others,   Mr.  Roberts 

presented  the  petition  of        -         -         -     454 
(See  Goetz  4"  Westphal.) 
Noble,  James,  of  Indiana,  attended  -         -         9 

speech  of,  on  his  resolution  relating  to  the 
Western  Road  fund         ....     463 

.        remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  suspend  the  sale 

or  forfeiture  of  land        ....     476 

on  bill  providing  for  the  sale  of  public  lands     485 
North  Carolina,  Mr.  Stokes  communicated  cer- 
tain acts  of  the  State  of,  to  which  the  as- 
sent  of  Congress  was  asked,  referred       -     430 
,     a  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to 
'^  ^^       certain  acts  of  the  State  of,  read     -         -     524 

^  ■*  read  a  second  time h32 

ordered  to  a  third  reading           •         •         .613 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed           •         -     613 
a  bill  to  provide  for  the  expense  of  survey- 
ing part  of  the  coast  of,  read   ...    595 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading 606 

O. 

O'Bannon,  James,   Mr.  Gaillard   presented  the 
.n          petition  of,  referred         -         -         -         -  41 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read          ...  356 
read  a  second  time              ....  277 
[        ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  363 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  366 
O'Brien,  Richard,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 299 

a  bill   authorizing  a  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts of,  read 540 

read  a  second  time     -         -         -         -         -561 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  614 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         -         -  617 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments  .....  693 

•   considered,  and  agreed  to  -        •        •        -  694 


Page. 

Occupants  of  Lands,  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama, 
submitted  a  resolution  relative  to  the  pro- 
tection of,  ice.        .....    366 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands 376 

Ocean   Steamship  Company,  Mr.  Sanford  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  the,  referred         -  496 
a  bill  granting  certain  privileges  to  the,  read  634 
read  a  second  time     -        -         -        -        -  637 

a  third  reading  negatived  -         -        .         .  633 

the  vote  reconsidered  .         -         -        .  637 

the   bill   amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  ......  638 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  638 

O'Conner,  John,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred  >  •  356 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  ...  369 
read  a  second  time  -----  371 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  •  -  431 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  436 

Officers  of  the  Senate,  eight  rooms  in  the  north 
wing  of  the  Capitol  were  ordered  to  be 
labelled  and  furnished  for  the  use  of  com- 
mittees and 


Ogden,  Thomas  Ludlow,  Mr.  Sanford  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  .         -         -         . 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  .         -         . 

read  a  second  time     .         .         .         .         - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

Ogden,  Abraham  and  others,  Mr.  King  of  Alaba- 
ma presented  the  petition  of,  referred 

Ohio,  Mr.  Ruggles  submitted  a  resolution  to  alter 

•  the  place  of  holding  the  United  States 
courts  in 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee   

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  al- 
tering the  place  of  holding  said  courts, 
from  Cbillicotbe  to  Columbus,  read 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Mr.  Trimble  presented  certain  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of,  respecting  the  appli- 
cation of  an  appropriation  heretofore 
made,  for  a  certain  road,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Roads  and  Canals    - 

a  mesaage  from  the  President,  with  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  show- 
ing the  execution  of  the  act  respecting  the 
north  and  we«t  boundaries      ... 

Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  resolution  inquir- 
ing  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the 
quantity  of  land  sold  in,  &c  ... 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
in  reply  ...... 

Ohio  River,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted 
a  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  appropriating  forty  thousand  dollars 
to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals     .... 

the  President  communicated  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  Ohio,  respecting  a  naviga- 
ble communication  between  Lake  Erie 
and  the,  referred 
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Oilstones,   Mr.  Palmer   submitted   a  resolation  j 

coDcerniDg  the  importation  o(  the  mate-  | 

rial  from  which,  are  manufactured,   free  j 

of  doty 35  ■ 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  proper  com- 
mittee             -  35  ! 

Orphans'  Courts  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  j 

memorial  of  the  judges  of  the,  was  referred  j 

to  the  Judiciary  Committee    .         -         .  425  | 
a  bill  to  increase  the  allowance  of  the  judges 

of  the,  read 469 

read  a  second  time     •         .         .         .         .  473 

blanks  filled,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  597 

read  the  thiid  time,  and  passed           -         -  601 

Otis,  H.  Gray,  of  Massachusetts,  attended         •  9 

speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  108 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Logan        -         -         -         -  116 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Pinkney     -         -         -         .  237 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  of 

lands 452,  481 

on  the  Bankrupt  Bill         ....  559 

on  his  motion  to  reconsider  the  same          •  563 

on  the  bill  concerning  the  District  banks  644 

speech  of,  on  the  Tariff    .        -        -         .  666 


P. 


9 


Palmer,  William  A.,  of  Vermont,  attended 

Paocost,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,   read  twice   and 
referred  ...... 

the  committee  recommend  its  rejection 
indefinitely  postponed         .... 

Paper,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  petition  of 
sandy  printers  and  booksellers,  praying 
that  an  additional  duty  may  be  imposed 
on,  referred  ..... 

Papermakers,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memo- 
rial  of  the  Society  of,  praying  additional 
protection,  6lc.,  referred  ... 

Parish,  Jasper,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 26 


592 
652 
679 


599 


156 


adverse  report  thereon       .... 

considered,  and  concurred  in      >         .         . 

Parrott,  John  F.,  of  Mew  Hampshire,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the   General  Appropriation 

bill 571, 

on  the  Navigation  bill  .... 
Pascagoula,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants 
of,  praying  that  a  port  of  entry  may  be 
established  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  re- 
ferred       

Mr.  W.-also  communicated  a  resolution  of 

the  Legislature  of  Maitsachuselts  to  the 

same  effect,  referred  to  the  same     - 

Patterson,  John,   Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         .... 

Patterson,  William,  and  Sons,  and  others.   Mr. 

Pinkney  presented  the  petition  of,  referred 

Paymasters  of  the  Army,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the, read         

read  a  second  time    -         -         -         •         . 
referred  to  the  Military  Committee     . 
reported  without  amendment     ... 

laid  on  the  Uble 

Pearl  River,  Mr.  Williams  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  af  Mississippi,  pray- 
ing the  establishment  of  a  port  of  entry 
»>         at,  or  near,  the  mouth  of,  reierred  • 
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Pearl  River — continued.  Page. 

Mr.  W.  presented  a  similar  memorial  -  436 
a  bill  to  esublish  the  district  of,  read  -  .  494 
read  a  second  time  .....  597 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        .     621 

Pellet,  J.,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred            •         -         .  52 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read          ...  466 

read  a  second  time     >         -         .         .         .  470 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  473 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed           .         >  478 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  petition 
of  the  district  and  circuit  judges,  Ac.  of, 
praying  a  change  in  the  time  of  holding 
the  courts  in  the  western  district  oC  re- 
ferred       .28 

a  bill  to  that  effect,  read  ■  -  .  .  82 
read  a  second  time  .....  101 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  867 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ■  .  370 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 

with  an  amendment,  and  agreed  to  -  693 
Mr.  Lowrie  presented  certain  reaolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of,  relating  to  a  proposed 
amendment  of -the  Constitution,  as  it  re- 
spects the  power  of  Congress  to  establish 
banks,  resd .70 

Pensions,  Mr.  Morril  submitted  a  motion  that 
the  Committee  of,  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  reviving  the  set  of 
1806,  providing  for  persons  disabled  by 
known  wounds  received,  6cc.  •         •       26 

agreed  to,  and  referred  accordingly  -  ■  28 
the  committee  report  that  it  is  inexpedient  69 
considered,  and  concurred  in  -  -  *  77 
appointment  of  the  standing  committee  of  *       27 

Peoria,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of,  read  619 

read  a  second  time    -         -         .         .         -  622 

laid  on  the  Uble 673 

taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -  675 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasred         •         -  €78 

Pepper,  Michael,  Mr.  Laoman  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -         -         -  -         -      167 
adverse  report  thereon       -         -         .         .     266 
considered,  snd  concurred  in     -         -         -     277 

I'erkins,  8.  G.,  and  others,  Mr.  Otis  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -         -         -       34 

the  committee  discharged  ...     557 

Perry,  William.     (See  Bamett,  Mark.) 

Perry,  Hardy.     (See  McGrew.  John.) 

Petit,  Peter.     (See  Cavalier,  Anthony.) 

Philadelphia.  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memo- 
rial  of  the    Chamber  of  Commerce    of, 
which  was  read     -----       21 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  -         -       38 

Piatt,  John  H.,  the  petition  of,  was  referred       -  365 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         ...  466 

read  a  second  time    .....  470 

referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  -         -  502 

report  of  facts  by  said  committee        •         •  575 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         -         .         .  694 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         •  595 

Pinkney,  William,  of  Maryland,    appointed  by 
the  Legislature  in  placeof  Ai  C.  Hanson, 
deceased,  produced  his  crednitials.  &c.  -       54 
speech  of,  on  the  Msine  and  Mi»souri  bill  -     389 
speech  of,  on  the  Bankru|>t  law  •         -     622 
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Piracy,  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  to  pro- 
tect  the  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  punish,  read  twice,  and  referred  -     577 
reported  without  amendment      ...     604 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     639 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -     641 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments  -         •         .         .         .     689 
considered,  and  agreed  to  •         -         •         -     694 
Piracy  and  other  Crimes,  a  bill  concerning,  read    499 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         ■         •     602 
reported  without  amendment     -         .         .     557 
Piscataquog,  Mr.  Morril  submitted  a  resolution 
retatiog  to  a  change  of  the  post  route  be- 
tween Dunstsble  and     -         -         .         .     368 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Post  Offices,  Alc. .369 

Piantou,  Julie,  the  President  communicated  a 
letter    from,   respecting    her    allegorical 
painting  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  referred     584 
the  committee  dischsrged  ....     684 
Plaster  of  Psris,  Mr.  Mellen  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  the  importation  of  .         -     637 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations      -         .         .         .     640 
Pleasants,   James,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Virginia  in  place  of  John 
W.  Eppes,  produced  his  credentials,  Ac.       22 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  suffer- 
ers in  the  Seminole  war  ...     527 
Post,  the  Rev.  Reuben,  election  of,  a  Chaplain 

to  the  Senate 21 

Post  Office  Establishment,  a  bill  in  addition  to 

the  act  regulating  the,  read  -  -  .  440 
read  a  second  time  .....  443 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  .  .  460 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         .     462 

Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  appointment  of  the 

standing  Committee  on  -        *        -       26 

Post  Roads,  a  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain, 

twice  resd,  and  referred  -         -  674 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  te 

a  third  reading       .....     685 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     687 
Potter,  Joseph,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -         -         -         -         ,     368 
adverse  report  thereon        ....     490 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -         -         .     494 
Potter,  John,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 520 

the  committee  discharged  ....     675 
Preemption,  Mr.  ThoMas  presented  the  memo, 
rial  of  the   Legislature  of  Illinois,  pray- 
ing that  the  right  of,  may  be  extended  to 
certain  settlers  in  that  Bute,  referred         .     78 
:      the  President  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Ohio,  respecting  the  right 
of,  in  certain  sections,  referred         .         .     487 
a  bill  granting  the  right  of,  in  certain  cases, 

to  the  State  of  Ohio,  read      -         -         -     520 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •        -     525 

reported  with  amendments  ...     545 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         .         .     618 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     620 
Presents  from  foreign  States,  a   bill    from   the 
House  of  Representatives  to  prevent  the 
eommanders  or  other  officers  of  the  Navj 
from  accepting,  read  twice,  and  referred  -     651 
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Presents  from  foreign  States — continued. 

reported  without  amendment      - 

recommitted      ...... 

reported  again   without   amendment,   and 
laid  on  the  table     -         -        .         .         . 
President  of  the  United  States,  a  joint  commit* 
tee  appointed  to  wait  on  the,  dtc.    - 

the  annual  Message  of  the         ... 

three  thousand  copies  ordered  to  be  printed 

reference  of  the  Message   to  various  com- 
mittees ---.•-.-. 
Provost,   Solomon,    Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana 
presented  the  petition  of,  referred  - 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         . 
Public   Buildings,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts  a 
committee  was  appointed  on  the  subject 
of  the .      S6 

report  of  said  committee  .        .        .        .       jg 

a  Message  from  the  President  transmitting 

the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the, 

read,  and  referred  -         -         •         -         .       39 

Public    Lands,  appointment    of  the   standing 

Committee  on        ...        -        . 

Mr.  Leake  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  the     ...... 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  -         -         .         .         . 

a  bill  making  further  provision  for  the  sale 
of  the, read    ...... 

read  a  second  time    •        •        -        -        -      81 
(See  Sale  of  Public  Land*.) 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  parchaaera  of 
the,  read        ..... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment 
Purchasers  of  Public  Lsnds,  Mr.  Trimble  pre 
aented  the   memorial  of  the  Legitilatun 
of  Ohio,  for  the  relief  of  certain,  read 
Purdy,  Robert,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred     ..... 

a  bill  for  the  relief  ol,  read 

read  a  second  time     .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Putney,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Macon  presented  the  pe 
tition  of,  referred    -         -         .         . 

adverse  report  thereon        ... 

considered  and  concurred  in      .        . 
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Quartering  Soldiers,  Mr.  Macon  submitted  a  res- 
olution respecting  the,  during  war,  Sec  -  36 
agreed  to,  and  referred    to   the   Judiciary 
Committee    ......  37 

the  committee  discharged           ...  650 

Quorum,  interchange  of  messages  respecting  a  10 

R. 

Rabb,  James,     {^ee  New$om,  Joshua.) 

Ramage,  Lieutenant,  Mr.  Pleasants  communis 
cated  a  plan  suggested  by,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  commerce,  &c.,  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed  ....     566 

Randall,  Benjsmin,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         ....    430 

Rear  Admiral,  bill  establishing  the  grade  of,  read  667 
read  a  second  time  .  -  .  .  .  58| 
laid  on  the  table        .        •■       .        .        .    OfO 
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Redemption  of  Land,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives   extending   the  time  al- 
lowed for  the,  sold  for  taxes,  twice  read, 
and  referred  -        -        -        -        -        -617 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        -     637 
ordered  to  a  third  reading           ...     675 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          •        •     678 
Reed,  John,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 480 

Regnier,  John  B.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 
referred         .-...-     59S 
rei>orted  without  amendment     >         .         .     594 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        -641 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -     644 

Remission  of  Duties,  report  o(  the  Committee  of 

Finance  on  sundry  petitions  for  a  -     432 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Elliott,  the  report,  being 
adverse,  was  recommitted        ...     453 
Remsen,  Henry,  and  others,  Mr.  King  of  New 
York  presented  the  petition  of,  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury         -         -     439 
report  thereon  from  that  officer  -         -         -     471 
Reservation  of  certain  Public  Lands,  a  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  amend 
the  act  making,  for  naval  purposes,  read 

twice -     691 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         •     696 

Restitution  of  Slaves,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 
submitted  a  resolution  requesting  of  the 
President  information  in  relation  to  the 
execution  of  the  treaty  with  Great  Brit- 
ain as  it  concerns  the  -  -  -  -  312 
<.    agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to 

present  the  resolution    -         .         -         -     314 

Revenue  System,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Philadelphia  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  remonstrating  against  any 
change  in  the,  referred  ...  -  488 
Revolutionary  War,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  submitted 
a  resolution  instructing  the  Committee  of 
Pensions,  &.C.,  to  inquire  whether  any 
amendment  be  necessary  in  the  act  to 
provide  for  persons  engaged  in  the  land 
and  naval  service  of  the    United  States 

during  the 73 

agreed  to,  and  so  referred  .         -         -       77 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
addition  to  the  act  to  provide  for  certain 
persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval 
service  during  the  .        .        -        .    566 

twice  read,  and  referred  -  -  -  -  568 
reported  with  an  amendment  ...  588 
amendment  disagreed  to,  and  bill  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 640 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -     641 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresenUtives  to 
suspend  for  a  limited  time  the  act  in  ad- 
dition to  the  act  to  provide  for,  &c.,  read     685 

read  a  second  time 686 

indefinitely  postponed         ...         -     688 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
revive  and  continue  in  force  the  act  to 
provide  for  persons  disabled  by  known 
wounds  received  in,  read         ...     691 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •         •     692 

Rke,  Henry,  Mr.  Mellen  presented  the  petition 
»*w,       <*f>  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee     -       26 


Page. 
Rice,  Henry  G.,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred     ......     501 

Richards,  Mark,  Mr.  Tichenor  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred           ....  28 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         •        •        •  158 
read  a  second  time    •        •        .        .        .  30I 

laid  on  the  table 462 

Rimoe,  John,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  o(  read     ...  638 

Roads  and  Canals,  Mr.  Trimble  submitted  area- 
olution  to  appoint  a  atanding  commit- 
tee of    366 

agreed  to,  and  the  committee  appointed  -  368 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners to  lay  out  the,  therein  men- 
tioned, read  .-.-..  569 
read  a  second  time  .....  577 
recommitted  with  instructions  ...  637 
reported  with  amendments  •  '  -  .  638 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     656 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .     673 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments,  and  agreed  to    -         -     694 

Roberts,  Jonathan,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended    -  9 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Logan's  Bank  resolution  44 
speech  of,  on  the  amendment  to  the  Maine 

bill 85,  116 

on  his  motion  to  exclude  slavery  from  Mis- 
souri              -         -  119 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Barbour  and  others     -         -  335 

remarks  of,  on  the  General  Appropriation  bill  569 

on  the  claim  of  the  Winters       ...  607 

on  the  District  Banks  bill  -         -         .         .  645 

Roberts,  Charles.     (See  Bay,  J.  H.) 

Rock  Creek  Church,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  authorize  the  sale  of  a  part 
of  the  glebe  land  belonging  to,  read  twice, 

and  referred 600 

committee  recommend  rejection         -        -     666 

Rodriguez,  John,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred         -         -  55 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice         -         -  497 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •         .         .         -  600 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -  605 

Ronde,  Pierre  Denis  de  la,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Lou- 
isiana presented  the  petition  of,  referred  55 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read          -        -        -  496 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 602 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         .  606 

Ruggles,  Benjamin,  of  Ohio,  attended       -         -  9 

speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missoari  bill  -  278 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  respecting  the  sale  or 

forfeiture  of  land 465 

on  the  bill  providing  for  the  sale  of  public 

lands 486 

Rules  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  sub- 
mitted an  amendment  to  the,  respecting 
the  admission  of  persons  on  the  floor       -     494 
consideration  indefinitely  postponed  -        •     631 

Mr.  Burrill  submitted  an  addition  to  the  elev- 
enth of  the    599 

laid  on  the  table Mt 

Mr.  Barbour  also  submitted  an  amendment 
to  the 613 
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8ale  of  Public  Lands,   Mr.  Noble  presented  a 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana, 
praying  that  no  law  may  be  passed  chang- 
ing the  terms  of,  referred        -         -         -     360 
a  bill   changing  the  mode  of,   (abolishing 

credit,)  read 444 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 487 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  a  res- 
olution of  the  Legislature  of  that  State, 
deprecating  any  change  in  the  mode  of  -  467 
Sales,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  petition  ofsun- 
dry  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
that  a  duty  may  be   laid  on  all,  except 

sheriffs',  referred 599 

Sanford,  Nathan,  of  New  York,  attended  -         -         9 
remarks  of,  on  the  Military  Service  bill       -     645 
Savannah  Poorhouse  and  Hospital,   Mr.  Elliot 
presented  the  petition  of  the  Boardof  Man- 
agers of  the,  referred      -         -         -         -     311 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  sufferers  by  the 

fire  at,  read 479 

read  a  second  time  -  .  -  -  -  488 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  555 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  658 
returned  from  the  Houfe  of  Representatives 

with  amendments 585 

considered,  and  concurred  in      -         -         -     686 
Schools  in  Indiana,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of  that  State, 
respecting  the  location  of  certain  lands  for 
the  use  of     -         -         -         -         -         -     430 

Schoonmakcr,  Cornelia,  the  petition  oi,  referred     159 
adverse  report  thereon        ...         -     299 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -         -         -     312 
leave  granted  to  withdraw  papers       -         -     577 
Secret  Journal  of  the  Old  Congress,  a  joint  reso- 
lution from  the  House  of  Representatives 
To  authorize  the  publication  of  part  of  the, 

read 490 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  494 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  532 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  -  -  613 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  616 
Sedgwick,  Maine,  Mr.  Mellen  submitted  a  res- 
olution respecting  a  road  from,  to  Deer 

Isle 256 

agreed  to,  and  referred       .         -         -         -     276 
Sedition  Law.  Mr.  Logan    submitted  a  resolu- 
tion of  inquiry  concerning  fines,  &.C.,  un- 
der the 48 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee   56 

Seizures,  dtc,  Mr.  Burrill  submitted  a  resolution 
requesting  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  copies  of  a  correspondence  on  the 
;,          subject  of,  made  under  the  authority  of 
I            Sweden  or  France          .         -         -         -     526 
,        agreed  to,  and  committee  appointed  to  pre- 
sent it  632 

Seminole  War,  Mr.  Eaton  submitted  a  reaolation 

in  relation  to  the  sufferers  in  the  late  -  23 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  -  24 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  officers,  Ac,  engaged 

in  the,  read 299 

read  a  second  time  -----  312 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  479 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        -        -     627 


Page. 


Senate,  list  of  members  present  at  the  opening 
of  the 

adjournment  of  the  -        -      .  - 
Servis,  William  G.,  Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  res- 
olution to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
placing  on  the  pension  list  the  name  of  - 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Pension  Com- 
mittee ----... 

adverse  report  thereon        •         - 

considered,  and  concurred  in      -         -         . 

Shackerley,  Harriet,  Sarah,  and  Mary,  Mr.  King 

of  New  York  presented  the  petition  of, 

referred  ...... 

adverse  report  thereon         .... 

report  laid  on  the  table       .... 

Shallus,  Elizabeth.     (See  Wik,  Conrad.) 

Shapley,  Catharine,  Mr.  Parrott  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .... 
adverse  report  thereon         .... 
read,  and  concurred  in       -         •         -         . 
Shawnectown,  Mr.  Thomas  presented  the  me- 
morial   of  the    register  and  receiver  at, 
praying  increase  of  compensation,  referred 
a  bill  to  establish  a  land  district  in  Illinois, 
north  of  the  district  of,  read    ... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
Sheafe,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Parrott  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
said  committee  discharged,  and  subject  re- 
ferred to  that  of  Foreign  Relations 

Shellman,  John,  Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred  .... 

adverse  report  thereon         .... 

Shields,  James,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives granting  right  of  pre-emption 
to,  twice  read,  and  referred     -         .         . 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
laid  on  the  table  ..... 

taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Shipley,  Ether,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  referred  ...... 

reported  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Sholer,  Captain  Stanton,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  referred  ......     692 


700 


36 

38 
369 
371 
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638 
668 


442 

473 
479 


430 

568 
576 

82 

368 

429 
432 


600 
604 
649 
984 
687 

78 
167 
372 

388 


reported  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Sholes,  Abel,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 

Shule,  John.    (See  Nicholas^  John.) 
Sick  and  Disabled  Seamen,  a  bill  to  provide  re- 
lief for,  read  ---... 
read  a  second  time    .        .        •        .        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .        .         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
with  amendments  .         -         -         -         . 
the  Senate  agreed,  and  disagreed 
the  House  of  Representatives  insisted,  and 
the  bill  was  postponed  to  next  session 
Simpson,  James,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -        -        -         -         - 
the  committee  discharged  .         .         -         . 
Sinking  Fund,  report  of  Coouniaaioners  of  the 
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Skinner,  Joseph  M.,  a  bill  from   the  House  of 
Representatives    for    the   relief   of,    read 
twice,  and  referred  •         "        *         "     ^^^ 

reported  without  amendment      ^  «u' w        .     597 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         -     617 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -     649 
Slavery,  Mr. Dana  presented  the  proceedings  and 
resolution  of  a  town  meeting  of  New  Ha- 
ven, expressing  tbeir  opinion  that  Congress 
have  a  right  to  prohibit  the  introduction 
of,  into  any  State  or  Territory  hereafter 
to  be  formed,  Ac,  read  -         -         -         -       69 
Mr.  Roberts   presented   resolutions    of  the 
same  tenor  from  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  read     -         -         -       70 
Mr.  Sanford  also  presented  similar  ones  from 

Schenectady          .        ....       75 
Mr.  Mellen  presented  similar  from  Massa- 
chusetts          -       75 

Mr.  Burrill  similar  from  Rhode  Island  -  76 
Mr.  Huntar,  similar  intra  Newport  -  -  82 
Mr.  ]>ana/SM>tber  from  Hartford  -  157 
Mr.  Lanman.  anothet  from  Hartford  -  333 
Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Delaware  on  the  same  sub- 
ject        276 

Mr.  Sanford,  similar  from  the  Legislature  of 

New  York 311 

Mr.  Ruggles,  similar  from  the  Legislature 

of  Ohio  - 361 

a  bill  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of,  north 
and   west  of  the  contemplated  State  of 
Missouri,  read        -         -         -         -         -     157 
read  a  second  time    -         •         -         <•         -159 
referred  to- a  select  committee     ...     232 
Mr.  Wilson  submitted  the  proceedings,  Ac., 
of  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey  on  the 
subject  of,  read       -         -         -         .         .     234 
Stave  Trade,  a  Message  from   the  President  of 

the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  the    •       30 
a  joint  resolution  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives,  authorizing  the   President  of 
the  United  States  on  the  means  of  effect- 
ing an  entire  abolition  of  the,  read  -         •     69G 
:$        resolution  lost  by  refusal  to  suspend  the  rule     700 

Smith,  William,  of  South  Carolina,  attended      -         9 
remarks  of,  on  the  Maine  nnd  Missouri  bill  92, 116 
speech  of,  on  the  amendment  touching  sla- 
very        259 

in  reply  to  Mr.  King,  of  New  York    -        -    374 
^        in  rejoinder  to  the  same  gentleman     -         -418 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  of 
"*            public  lands  -..--.     451 
in  explanation  of  the  Bankrupt  bill     •         -     602 
OB  the  Military  appropriations    -         .         .     555 
^        on  reconsidering  the  vote  rejecting  the  Bank- 
rupt bill 564 

on  the  General  Appropriation  bill       -     571,  573 
on  the  bill  to  clothe  the  Array  in  domestic 

materials 609 

\       on  the  bill  relating  to  the  Winters      -         •     618 
on  the  resolutions  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, relating  to  the  slave  trade     -     697 
Smith,  William,  jun.    (See  btgraham,  Henry.) 
Smith,  Sarah,  Mr.  King  of  Alabama  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -         .         -         -     429 
Saiith,  Moses,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -        -         .         .         .     480 


Smith,  Richard,    Mr.  Dirkersou  presented  th 
memorial  of,  referred      .         -         - 

a  bill  ior  the  relief  of,  read 

read  a  second  time    «... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Smith,  James,  and  others,  report  of  the  Secre 
tary   of   State   on   the    memorial  of,  re 
ferred  to  him  in  February,  1819,  read 
Smith  and  Hawkins,  and  others,    Mr.   Roberts 
presented  the  petition  of         •         •        • 
(See  Tariff.) 
Spain,  so   much  ot  the    Message  as  concerns, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations        ...... 

Mr.  Walker  oi  Georgia  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion requesting  of  the  President  of  tha 
United  States  certain  information  relating 
to  the  treaty  with  .... 

a  Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 
certain  documents  not  heretofore  commu- 
nicated .---.. 

another  Message,  with  sundry  papers,  or- 
dered to  be  printed         .         .         .         . 

another,  respecting  our  relations  with,  or- 
dered to  be  printed         -         .         .         . 

another,  respecting  same    -         -         .         . 

Spence,  Groeme  Keith,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of 
Representatives  for  relief  of,  twice  read, 
and  referred  ..-.-- 

reported  without  amendment     .        .        . 

indefinitely  postponed        .... 
Standing  Committees,  a  day  fixe<l  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  .         .         .         .         . 

the  appointment  of   - 
State  Papers,  a  bill  authorixing  subscription  to 
the  eleventh  and  twelfth  volumes  of,  read 

read  a  sccorul  time    ..... 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  postponed 

taken  up,  and  passed  .... 

Steele,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  oS  Repr»> 

sentatives  for  relief  of,  twice   read,  and 

referred 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Stevens,  Jonathan,  and  others,  Mr.  Mellen  pre- 
sented  the  petition  of,  referred 
adverse  report  thereon  agreed  to         -         - 
Stephens,  Ebenezer,  and  others,  Mr.  Sanford  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
adverse  report  thereon       .... 
recommitted  on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  of  New 
York,  and  a  bill  ordered  ... 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
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read  a  second  time 539 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         ...  614 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -  617 
Stewart,  Susannah,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 665 

report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the 

petition  of -  699 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 

the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  referred       -  673 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordeared 

to  a  third  reading  -        •        -  f^'  ■mrifyk^  687 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  689 


Page. 
Stoddard,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Roberts  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  relating  to  the  inven- 
tion of  an  improved  wire  screw,  read       -       23 
Stokes,  Montford,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  -       23 
Staart,  D.,  and  others,  presented  the  petition  of, 

referred 454 

Snpreme  Court,  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the 
act  to  provide  for  reports  of  the  decisions 

of  the,  read 80 

read  a  second  time  -  -  -  -  -  81 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  .  233 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  234 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments,  and  sgreed  to  -  -  698 
Surgeons  in  the  Naval  Service,  a  bill  regulating 

the  pay  of,  read      .....     539 
read  a  second  time     .....     558 
indefinitely  postponed         -         -         -         -     641 
Surrender  of  Persons  escaping  from  Service,  Mr. 

Smith  submitted  a  resolution  concerning     606 

laid  on  the  table 618 

Swartwout,  Robert,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the 
memorial  of,  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 

War 442 

the  report  of  said  officer  referred  to  the  Mili- 
tary Committee  .....  466 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -  -  -  -  488 
read  a  second  time  .....  490 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  496 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  498 
Swiss  Emigrants,  the  memorial  of  a  company  of, 

read,  and  referred  .        -        -        .        •     364 
St.  Stephens.    (See  Natchez.) 

T. 

Tanner,  John,  Mr.  Walker  of  Georgia  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  .         .         -         - 

sdverse  report  thereon        .         .         .        - 

Tariff,  Mr.  Trimble  presented  the  proceedings 

and  resolutions  of  the  Legislsture  of  Ohio, 

in  relation  to  the,  Ac.,  referred 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  a  memorial  praying 

a  revision  of  the     ..... 

Mr.   Lowrie  presented  a  memorial  of  the 

Pennsylvania  Society,  Ac,  referred 
Mr.  RoberU  presented  a  memorial  on  the 

same  subject 

Mr.  Roberts  also  presented  the  petition  of 

Smith  dc  Hawkins,  &c.  -        ... 

Taylor,  Waller,  of  Indiana,  attended 

Taylor,  John,  the  President  communicated  the 

petition  of,  referred         .... 

adverse  report  thereon        .... 

read,  and  concurred  in       -         -        •        - 

Teche,  a  bill  to  change  the  port  of  entry  for  the 

district  of,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
indefinitely  postponed         .... 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Williams  submitted  a  resolution 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  author- 
izing the  Sute  of,  to  dispose  of  certain 
vacant  land  at  a  reduced  price 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands 

Thomas,  Jesse  B.,  of  Illinois,  attended 
Thornton,  WiUiam,  Mr.  Brown   presented  the 
memorial  of,  referred      .... 


Three  Millions,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre> 
sentatives  to  authorize  the   President  to 
borrow,  read  twice,  and  referred 
reported  with  an  amendment,  read  the  third 

time,  and  passed  as  amended 
the   House  of  Representatives  disagreed,  a 
conference  was  held,  a  compromise  agreed 
upon,  and  the  bill  finally  passed 
Tichenor,  Isaac,  of  Vermont,  attended 
Tilghman,  William,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the 
petitions  of,  referred        .         -         .         . 
(See  Francis,  Ann.) 
Timberlake,  Joseph,  Mr.  Stokes  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .         .         .         . 
adverse  report  thereon        -         -         .         . 
read,  and  agreed  to   - 
Timberlake,  John  B.,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .         .         .         . 
adverse  report  thereon        .         .         .         . 
a  bill  concerning,  read 
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read  a  second  time    -         -         -         -         .     600 
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third  reading  negatived 
had  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers 
Tohandocke,  an   Indian   Chief,  Mr.  Van  Dyke 
presented   the  petition  of        -         -         - 
Tompkins,  Daniel  D.,  Vice  President,  attended 
and  look  the  chair  .         .         .         - 

retirement  of,  from  the  chair      -         -         - 
Trading- Houses  with  Indian  tribes,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  continue  in 
force  for  a  further  time  the  act  establish- 
ing, read       _.---. 
read  a  second  time    ..... 
reported  without  amendment      .         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         . 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  the  annual  report 

of  the 

the  general  account  of  the,  communicated 
Treasury  Department,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the,  in  obedience  to  the  act  establishing  a 
a  bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the,  read 
read  a  second  lime,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments,  and  agreed  to     - 
report  of  aums  paid  to  each  clerk  in  the 
another  report,  in  obedience  to  the  act  estab- 
lishing the 

Treasury.   War,   and  Navy  DepartmenU,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  in  ad- 
dition to  the  several  acts  establishing  and 
regulating  the        .         -         -         -         - 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     .         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         -         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         -         . 
Trimble,  WiUiam,  A.,  o4  Ohio,  attended  - 

remarks  of,  on  his  amendment  to  the  Mis- 
souri bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives       

on  the  bill  providing  for  sale  of  public  lands 
on  the  military  appropriations  .  .  . 
on  the  amendment  disagreed  to  by  the 
House  of  Representatives 
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on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  Army 
on  the  Canal  bill       -        •        - 
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Tuscaloosa,  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  submitted 
a  resolution  respecting  the  establishment 
of  a  land  office  at  - 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

Public  Lands 

Two  per  cent.  Fund  from  Land  Sales,  Mr.  Noble 

submitted  a  resolution  of  inquiry,  con- 

'  ■  cerning  the  amount  of  the,  for  Indiana 

and  Illinois 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury  -         - 

report  from  that  officer  in  obedience  thereto 

U. 

Uniform  Sytem  of  Bankruptcy,  Mr.  Dana  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  the  Mew  Haven 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  praying  for  a, 

referred 

Mr.  Parrott  presented  a  similar  one  from 

merchants  and  others  of  Portsmouth,  New 

Hampshire,  referred  to  the  same     - 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  a  similar  one  from 

the  New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce, 

referred  to  the  same        .... 

a  bill  to  establish  a,  read    .... 

read  a  isecond  time     ..... 

further  consideration  postponed     362,   370,  426, 

480,  489 
bill  discussed  ....  492,  496,  502 
a  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  nega- 

tived 619 

the  discuss;.. n  of  the  bill  resumed    .520,  527,  533, 

535,  541,  .559 
curtain  ameiiilmcnts  agreed  to    -         •         .     544 
the  third  reading  of  the  bill  negatived         -     561 
Unlocated  Claims,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
;            resentatives  for  relief  of  persons  holding 
~            confirmed,  in  Illinois,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred      612 

reported  without  amendment      .         -         .     683 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         .691 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     696 
Unproductive   Post  Roadi,  report  of  the   Post- 
master General  of 602 

V. 
Van  Cleef,  John  M.     (See  Dudley,  E.  B.) 
Vaa    Duersen,    William,  and  George  Wolcott, 
surveyors  of  revenue  in  Connecticut,  Mr. 

Dana  presented  the  petition  of        .         .  21 

referred  to  the  Coaunittee  of  ComiAerce,  &c.  25 

Van  Dyke,  Nicholas,  of  Delaware,  attended       -  9 

speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  -  300 
on  the  Bankrupt  bill  .  .  -  521,  528 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Lloyd's  amendment  to 

the  same         ...                 ,         .  542 

on  reconsidering  the  vote  rejecting  it  •        -  564 

on  the  bill  for  relief  of  the  Winters   -         ■  619 

on  the  District  Banks  bill         -         .         .  644 

Vessels  of  War,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  building 

of  a  certain  number  of  small,  read  -        -  539 
reaJ  a  second  time     -         -         -         .         -561 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         .         .  622 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  623 
returned  from  the  House  ot  Representatives 

with  an  amendment      ....  690 
read,  and  agreed  to-        •        .        .        -691 
Villere,  Jacques,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  prc- 

•ent«d  the  petition  of,  referred         •         -  366 


Page. 
Vinccnnea  Land  District,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of  certain 
settlers  within  the,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred     592 

reported  without  amendment     ...     eif 
ordered  to  a  third  rending  ....     673 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     676 
Vine  and  Olive,  a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act 
to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  certain  lands 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  cultivation 
of  the,  read    ......     568 

read  a  second  time    -         -         .         .         .     575 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury     -     612 
the  report  of  said  officer     ....     626 

Virginia,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  alter  the  terms  for  holding  the 
court  for  the  western  district  of,  read  twice     234 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     276 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     300 
Virginia  Revolutionary  Line,  .Mr.  Barbour  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  in  respect  to  unlocated 
warrants  issued  to  the  officers  and  soldiers 

of  the 536 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands 537 

Vreeland,  Ann,  Mr.  Dickerson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -  -  -  -  -  41 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  ...  48 
read  a  second  time  -  -  ...  67 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  68 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...       74 

W. 

Wabash,    Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of 
sundry  descendants  of  the  first  settlers  of 
the,  referred  ----.. 
Wait,  Thomas  B.,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  memo- 
rial of. 

(See  Slate  Papers.) 
Waldoborough,  Maine,  Mr.  Miller  submitted   a 
resolution  respecting  a  road  from,  to  Bel- 
fast         

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Post  Offices,  Ac. 

Walker,  John  W.,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Alabama,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials and  took  his  scat        ... 

drew  the  lot  No.  1 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  change  the  mode  of 

disposing  of  public  lands         .         .     444,  446 
remarks  of,  on  his  amendment  of  the  same      481 
Walker,  Freeman,   appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Georgia,  in   place  of  John 
Forsyth,  resigned,   produced  his  creden- 
tials, &c . 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Roberts's  amendment  to 

the  .Missouri  bill 

on  Mr.  Lloyd's  amendment  to  the  Bankrupt 
bill 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  reconsider  its 
rejection         ...... 

Ward,  Samuel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Ward,  Josiab,  Mr.  Morril  preaented  th«  petition 

of,  referred     -         ....         -       40 
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War  and  Navy  AccounU,  the  Treasurer's  sUte- 
ment  of  the    -        -        -        -        -        - 

Warren,  James,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 

adverse  report  thereon        .... 

read,  and  concurred  in  ... 

Washington,  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants 

of  the  City  of,  read         .... 

read  a  second  lime,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments         .         .         - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         -         - 

read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  .         .         - 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendmenta .         .         .         -         - 

agreed  to,  with  exceptions  ... 

a  conference  held,  and  compromise  agreed 

'*•'       upon      .-.---- 

a  bill  further  to  extend  the  charter  of  the 

City  of,  read 

read  a  second  time    .        .        -        -        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
'  >      a  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  authorizing  the 
sale  of  certain  public  ground  in,  read 

read  a  second  time 

Washington  Canal  Company,  report  of  the  Pres- 
ident and  Directors  of  the       ... 
Waters,  George,  on  motion  of  Mr.  King  of  New 
York  the  papers  of,  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions,  &c. 
>  •   committee  discharged,  the  petitioner  having 
received  his  pension        .         -         -         . 
Wells,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    .         -         -         -         - 
a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  for  relief  of, 

read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment,  and   recom- 
mitted    562 

committee  discharged         ....     684 
Wells,  Benjamin,  John  Wells,  and  John  Web- 
ster,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred     -.---- 
the  committee  discharged  .         .         - 

Welsh,  Nicholas,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .... 
Western   Road  Fund.     ^See  Two  per  cent,  on 

Lands.) 
West  Indies,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates 
to  commercial  intercourse  with   the,  and 
British  possessions,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations    -         -         - 
Weymouth,  Dean,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .... 
adverse  report  thereon        .         .         •         - 
read,  and  concurred  in       -         -         -         - 
White,  Vassell,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred     ..---- 
the  committee  discharged  .         .         .         - 
White,  J.  E.  <k  Co.,  Mr.  Elliott  preaented  the 
.  :*        memorial  of,  referred      .        .        -        - 
adverse  report  thereon        .         .         .         - 
Wikoff,  William,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
aented the  petition  of,  referred 
the  committee  discharged  .         -         .         - 
Wile,  Conrad,  administrator  of  Elijah  Shallus, 
and  others,  Mr.  RoberU  preaented  the  pe- 
. .  •        tition  of,  read         .        .        -         -        - 
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Wilkinson,  General  James,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  relief  of,  twice  read, 
and  referred  -----. 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Willcox,  Richard,  Mr.  Dana  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  rcjferred  .         .         -         - 
a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
issue  letters  patent  to,  read     ... 
read  a  second  time    .         .        -        -        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Williams,  John,  of  Tennessee,  attended    - 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  sufferers 
in  the  Seminole  war       .... 
on  the  bill  providing  for  clothing  the  army 
Williams,  Thomas  H.,  of  Mi^issippi  attended  - 
Williamson,  John,   Mr.  Sanford  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .         .         -         - 
adverse  report  thereon         .... 
read  and  agreed  to    - 
Willis,  Henry,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred     -         - 

reported  without  amendment     -         -         - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Wilman,  Christian,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Trimble, 
the  Committee  of  Claims  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allow- 
ing payment  for  a  horse  to     - 
said  committee  discharged  ... 

Wilson,  James,  of  New  Jersey  attended    - 

remarks  of,  on  postponing  the  Land  bill     - 
on  the  Bankrupt  bill  -         -         -         - 

on    reconsidering  the   vote   rejecting  said 

bill        -        -    .    -   .     - 
on  the  Appropriation  bill  -         -         -         - 
on  the  disagreement  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  Senate's  amendments  • 
on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  army 
Wilson,  Ann,  the  President  communicated  the 
petition  of,  referred         .... 
the  committee  discharged  .... 
Winter,  Gabriel,   and   others,  Mr.  Williams  of 
"rennessee  presented  the  memorial  of,  re- 
ferred     

a  bill  for  the  benefit  of,  read       -         -         - 
read  a  second  time    -         .         -         .         - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        -        - 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee 
reported  with  amendments         ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         -         » 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed   -         -         - 
Winton,  John,  Mr^  Williams  of  Tennessee  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
the  committee  discharged        -         .         - 
Wire  Screws.     (See  Stoddard,  John.) 
Withers,  Thomas  C,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  relief  oi,  read  twice, 

and  referred 

reported  with  amendments         .         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         -         . 
Wood,  James,  Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  memo- 
rial of,  referred 

adverse  report  thereon        -        -        -        - 
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Wood,  Jamei — continued.  Page, 

report  recommitted  to  same  committee        -     429 
similar  report,  and  committee  discharged    -     519 

Y. 

Yeu  and  Nays,  on  recommitting  the  Maine  and 

Missouri  bill ng 

on    the   third   reading   of  Mr.   Dickcraon'i 

amendment  to  the  Constitution  -  -  233 
on  Mr.  Lloyd's  motion  to  amend  the  same  277 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -  .  278 
on  Mr.  Roberts's  amendment  to   the  Mia- 

aouri  bill 359 

on  the  motion  to  uni^e  the  Maine  and  Mis- 
souri bills 424 

on  Mr.  Trimble's  amendment  to  Mr.  Tho- 
mas's proposed  section    -        -        -        .     427 
00  agreeing  to  Mr.  Thomas's  section  to  the 

bill 428 

on  ordering  the  bill  as  amended  to  a  third 

reading 428 

on  receding  from  the  amendments  to  the 

•ame 457 

on  Mr.  Edwards's  amendment  to  the  Loan 

b'" 458,  486 

'         on  Mr.  Barbour's  amendment  to  the  Missouri 

bill  Irom  the  House  of  Representatives  •  468 
on  Mr.  Trimble's  amendment  •  .  .  4^9 
on  Mr.  Walker's  amendment  to  the  Land 

bill 482 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  said  bill     •         •     489 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Bankrupt 

bill 519 

on   Mr.   Van    Dyke's   amendment    to    the 

•■me      I 636,  644 

on   amending   the    Military   Appropriation 

biil 557 

on  the  resolution  for  adjournment  of  Con- 

»««« 559 

on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  Bankrupt  bill 

to  next  session  -  .  .  .  .  550 
on  the  third  reading  of  said  bill  .         -     661 

on  reconsidering  the  vote  thereon        -         -     665 
on  the  third  reading  of  the    bill  concerning 

defaulters  --....  57g 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 

John  H.  Piatt 594 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  Navigation  bill  .     596 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  concerning 

district  judges 595  1 


Yeaa  and  Nays — continued.  Page. 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  pro- 
viding for  clothing  the  Army  -         -         .     604 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  grant- 
ing pre-emption  rights  to  the  Bute  of 
Ohio ei6 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  relating  to 

the  claim  of  E.  and  W.  Winter       -         -     619 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Road  and 

Canal  bill       ......     q25 

on  amendii.g  the   bill  concerning  Revolu- 
tionary pensions     -         -         .         .      639,  640 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same      -  639 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same         •  640 
on  a  substitute  for  the  House  bill   concern- 
ing the  District  banks    ....  646 
on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  ...  543 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Road  and 
Canal  bill       .....         .  656 

on  postponing  the  bill  concerning  duties 
on  imports     ......     672 

on  the  third  reading  oY  the  bill  limiting  the 
terra  of  certain  ottices     ....     674 

on  agreeing  to  the  House  amendments  of 
the  bill  to  establish  additional  land  offices 
in  Alabama   > 676 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  ben- 
efit of  E.  and  W.  Winter         .         .         -     678 
on  indefinite  pot^tponement  of  the  Western 

Canal  bill 682 

on  ordering  the  same  to  a  third  reading      -     683 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Pre-emp- 
tion bill 686 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  House 
resolution  to  sus|iend  the  operation  of  the 
act  concerning  Revolutionary  pensions  -  688 
Young.  Robert,  and  Richard  BUnd  Lee,  judges, 
respectively,  of  the  orphans'  courts  ot  Al- 
exandria and  Washington,  the  memorial 

of,  referred 425 

a  bill  to  increase  the  allowance  of,  r«ad  -  469 
read  a  second  time  .....  473 
blank  filled,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  697 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .     601 

Youngs,  Martha  and  brothers,  Mr.  Sanford  pre* 

sented  the  petition  of,  referred  >  -  276 
adverse  report  thereon  ....  372 
read,  and  concurred  in       -        .        .         .     426 
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Abbot,  Joel,  of  Georgia  produced  hia  credentials, 

and  was  qualified  -         -        .         .        .     702 

Abstracts  of  Lands,  a  bill  to  enable  the  Governor 
of  Illinois  to  obtain  certain,  twice  read,  and 

referred        ' i675 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -         .  2242 

Accountability,  Mr.  Randolph  submitted  a  reso- 
lution on  the  subject  oi,  in  relation  to  pub- 
lic moneys 1066 

•    agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury  .....  io69 


Accounts,  appointment  of  sUnding  Committee 

Acres  of  Land  sold,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  direct- 
ed to  report  the  number  of.  at  the  several 
land  offices  since  their  institution    - 

Adams,  Benjamin,  of  Massachusetts  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    -         .         .         . 

Adams,  Samuel  G.,  Mr.  Tyler  moved  to  reverse 

the  unfavorable  report  ol  the  Committee 

of  Claims  on  petition  of,  and  to  order  a  bill 

the  motion  was  negatived,  and    the  report 

concurred  in 
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Additional  Armory,  Mr.  Herrick  submitted  a  re- 
solution, instructing  the  Military  (<ommit- 
tee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  es- 
tablishing an,  which,  being  amended,  was 

agreed  lo 734 

the  committee  reported  inexpediency  -  1640 

AdditionsI  Nsval  Force,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act 
authorizing  the  employment  of  an,  read 
twice,  and  referred  ...         -  1655 

reported  without  amendment,  read  the  third 

time,  and  passed    -         ...         -  2236 

Adium,  John,  Mr.  Archer  presented  the  petition 

ol,  referred 800 

Agricnl'  ure,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  North 
Carolina,  it  was  resolved  to  appoint  a 
standing  committee  on  -         -         -         -  2178 

Agricultural  bocieiy  of  Fredericksburg,  Mr.  Bar- 
btiur  presented  the  remonstrance  of  the, 
against  increasing  the  duties  on  importa- 
tions, referred         ....    848,  2296 

Alabama,  Mr.  Anderson  presented  the  constitu- 
tion formed  by  the  people  of  -         -         -  703 
a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  declaring 

the  admission  of,  into  the  Union     -         -  705 

read  three  times,  and  pasaed       ...  710 
on   motion  of  Mr.  Crowell,  the  Committee 
of  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  addi- 

"  tional  land  offices  in       -         -         -         -  801 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  that  effect  twice 

read,  and  referred  -----  1848 

reported  with  amendments         ...  1899 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ...  1900 

taken  up,  and  recommitted         ...  1948 

-    reported  with  further  amendments      -         -  1997 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  2063 
the  Senate  concur  in  four,  and  disagree  to 

three  of  the  amendments        ...  2213 

the  House  receded 2220 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  a  district 

court  in,  resd  twice,  and  referred     -         -  936 

reported  with  amendments  .         .         -  990 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended         -  1837 

read  the  third  time,  and  panred  as  amended  1848 

the  Senate  disagreed  to  the  amendments    -  1863 

the  House  insisted     -         -         -         .         .  1865 

Alexander,  Mark,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat 702 

speech  of,  on  the  revision  of  the  tarifT        -  2010 
Alienation  of  Territory,  Mr.  Clay  submitted  reso- 
lutions on  the  subject  of         -         -         -   1691 
speerh^f  Mr.  Clay  on  said  resolutions         .  1719 
jipeech  of  Mr.  Lowndes      ....  1731 
Allen,  Samuel  C,  of  Maiwachusetts  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  >>eat     ....     701 
Allen,  Nathaniel,  of  New  York  was  qualified, 

and  took  hie  seat    .         -         -         .         -     701 
Allen,  Robert,  of  Tennessee  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat 702 

speech  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  for  relief  of  the 
suflVn-rs  in  the  Seminole  war         -         -   1679 
Allen,  Saruh,  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of,  read  twice, 

and  referred  .         -         -         -         .     749 

reported  without  amendment,  and  recona. 

mitted -         -     821 

again  reported  without  amendment,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  ...     830 
read  the  third  time,  aad  pasaed  .        -        -     845 
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Allison,  Rev.  Burgess,  election  of,  as  Chaplain  -  705 
Americnn   Colonization  Society,  Mr.  Randolph 

presented  the  memorial  of,  read      -         -  1047 

report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  consider 
the  memorial  .         .         -         .         .  2207 

a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read  twice,  and 
committed     ----..  2216 

postponed  to  next  session  of  Congress  .  2236 
Ancient  titles  to  land  in  Michigan,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Woodbridge,  the  Committee  on  Pub. 
lie  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  ad- 
justment  of 740 

that  committee,  by  request,  discharged,  and 
the  same  referred   to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims    ....    876 
Anderson,  Richard  C,  of  Kentucky  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  hia  seat     -         -         -         .     702 

remarks  of,  on  postponing  Mr.  Taylor's  reso. 
lution 735 

on  printing  the  secret  journal  of  the  Old 
Congress       ......  1066 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill     .         -         -  1253 

remarks  of,  on  the  Revolutionary  Pension 
bill        .        • 1664 

speech  of,   on    the   resolution  to  purchase 
stock  in  the  Kentucky  Canal  Company  >738 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolutions  touch- 
ing the  Spanish  treaty  -  -  -  .  1768 
Andrews,  Phineas,  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of,  concurred  in  -  .  >  .  1633 
Application  of  Appropriations,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Storrs,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  in- 
quire  into  the,  made  for  pay,  &.C.,  of  the 
Army 717 

Appling,  Rebecca  C,  Mr.  Abbot  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         ....     758 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice         -         -     798 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         .         .     850 
negatived  on  the  third  reading   ...     869 
Appointment  of  Members  of  Congrets  to  oflice, 
Mr.  Cobb's  joint  resolution  on  the  subject, 
read  twice,  and  amended         ...  1691 
the  third  reading  negatived         ...  1869 
Archer,  Stevenson,  of  Maryland  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat   -         -         .         -         -     701 
speech  of,  introducing  certain  resolutions    -     930 
Archer,  William  8.,  of  Virginia,  elected  in  place 
of  J.  Pleasants,  resigned,  produced   his 
credentials,  and  was  qualified  -         -     920 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolutions  touch- 
ing the  Spanish  treaty    -         -         .         -  1743 
on  the  revision  of  the  tarifT        .        -        .2017 
Arkansas,  the  Speaker  presented  the  petition  of 

sundry  inhabiunts  of     .         .         .         -     990 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson,  the  Committee 
on   Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
the  President  to  appoint  a  register  and 
receiver  for  the  county  of  Lawrence,  in   1042 
a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice     -         -         -  1454 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -  1573 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -   1589 

bill  from  the  Senate  relating  to,  twice  read     1848 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         •  1861 

Army,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Quarlcs,  the  Military 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  reorganizing  the  -     859 
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a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  clothing 
the,  in  domestic  manufucturei,  twice  read     863 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -     903 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended   1912 

the  Senate  disagreed  to  the  first  amend- 
ment              -         .  2202 

the  House  of  Representatives  insisted         -  2205 

the  Senate  also  insisted     ....  2221 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  Secretary  of 
War  was  directed  to  re\>ott,  at  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  a  plan  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the,  to  six  thousand  men      -         ■  2233 

Mr.  Floyd  submitted  a  resolution  of  inquiry 
into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the  .  2145 
Arsenals,  &.c.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  a  com. 
mittee  was  appointed  to  con:>ider  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  sub- 
ject of  I860 

Articles   of   Compact  between   Kentucky    and 
Tennessee,    Mr.  Robertson   submitted  to 
^  the  House  a  copy  of  the         .         -         -  1837 

a  joint  resolu  ion  giving  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress to  the  same,  twice  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading 1848 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •  .  1861 
Attorney  General,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  the 
report  of  moneys  paid  for  extra  ser- 
vices to  the,  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Expenditures  in  the  State  De- 
partment         780 

letters  from  the,  on  the  subject  of  the  duties 

of  his  office 2463 

Auction,  a  bill  laying  duties  on  sales  of  mer- 
chandise  at,  twice  read,  and  referred     -     924 

reported  with  amendments,  discussed,  and 
the  third  reading  negatived     ...  2178 

vote  reconsidered,  and  bill  ordered  to  a  third 
reading 2183 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .       .-         •  2184 

B. 

Babbitt,  Jacob,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of 2235 

read  twice,  and  committed  ...  2236 

Baker,  Caleb,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat  -         .         .         .         -781 

Balances  on  hand,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Storrt,  the 
Secretaries  of  War  and  Navy  were  re- 
spectively directed  to  report  a  atateraent 

of  all 792 

report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  N«»y  in 
- !  obedience       -.--..     849 

report  from  the  Secretary  of  War        -         -     859 
another  from  the  latter       ....     929 

Baldwin,  Henrj,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat   ......     701 

remarks  of,  on  printing  the  secret  Journal  of 

the  Old  Congress 1055 

on  the  military  appropriations  -  .  .  1615 
on  the  same  for  fortifications  -  .  .  1623 
on  the  resolution   fixing  a  day  for  adjourn. 

nient i672 

speech  of,  on  the  revision  of  the  tarifl*  .  1916 
on  the  bill  prescribing  cash   payments  for 

duties 1969 

remarks  of,  on  the  duty  on  sales  at  atiction  2174, 

^  2176,  S194,  2199 

on  the  Loan  bill        .....  2193 
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Ball,  William  Lee,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 703 

Baltimore,  an   adverse  report  on  the  petition  of 
sundry  merchants  praying  compensation 
for  the  vecsels  sunk  in  the  harbor  of         -     948 
Bank  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  Kent  presented  the  pe. 
titicn  of  the   President  and  directors  of 
the,  praying  renewal  of  charter,  referred     718 
(See  District  Banks.) 
Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  Mr.  Kent  also  presented 

the  petition  of  the,  referred     -         -         .     881 
(See  as  above.) 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  on  the  state  of  the   1463 
another  report  from  the  same,  showing  the 

state  of  the,  at  sundry  times  -         -         -   1596 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
the  state  of,  and  its  offices      ...  2364 

Bankruptcy,  Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  memorial 
of  the   Philadelphia   Chamber  of  Com- 
merce,  praying  a  uniform  system  of,  re- 
ferred   -------     712 

Mr.  Little  presented  a  similar  petition  from 
Baltimore     -         -        -         -         -        -718 

a  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of,  twice 

read,  and  referred           -         .         .         .     737 
Mr.  Newton  presented  the  petition  of  mer- 
chants of  Norfolk,  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  the  bill 740 

Mr.  Whitney,  the  same  from  Maine,  refer- 
red to  the  same     -         .         -     ^^       .     779 
Mr.  Pinckncv,  the  same  frost  8outa  Caro- 
lina      --..--.     779 
Mr.  Meigs,  the  saoM  Irom  New  York         -     791 
Mr.  Parker,  the  same  from  Massachusetts  -     829 
Barbour,   PhiUp   P.,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  -         -         -         .         .     702 
speech  of,  on   the  proposed  territorial  gov- 
ernment for  the  District  of  Columbia     -     796 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the 

deaf  and  dumb  -  -  -  .  .  886 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill  -  -  -  1218 
on   his  amendment   to  the    Revolutionary 

Pension  bill 1652 

on  the  revision  of  the  tariff        .         -         -  2054 
remarks  of,  on  the  Loan  bill       -         -  219  ',  2203 
Barbour,  Philip,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of,  read  twice       -         -         .     737 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     850 

read  the  third  time,  and  parsed  -         -     859 

Barrow.   Matthew,   a   bill   from   the  Senate    for 

relief  oC  read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  758 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  .  791 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .     882 

recommitted,  on  motion  -  -  -  .  896 
again  re|K)rted  without  amendment  -  -  9S1 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -     924 

Bateman.  Ephraim,  of  New  Jersey,  waa  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    -         -         -         -     701 
Bates,  J.  W.,  a  Delegate  from  Arkansas,  waa 

qualified,  and  took  his  seat     -         -         -   1573 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  con- 
firming his  election         -         -         -         -   1671 
Baxter,  Stephen,  a  bill  for  relief  of.  twice  read, 

and  referred  .-.--.  1064 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         .  163 1 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  <        .  183S 


House  Proceedings  and  Debates. 


Page. 
Bayard,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Sergeant  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        -         -  1573 
adverse  report  thereon       .         -         -         .  2206 
Bayly,  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  was  qualified,  and 

took  bis  seat 733 

Beall,  Samuel  B.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice      905 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         -  1807 

read  the  third  time,  atid  passed  -         -  1809 

Beatty,  Charles   A.,  Thomas  Corcoran,  Eliaha 
W.  Williams,  and  John  Hoye,  Mr.  War- 
field  presented  the  petition,  relating  to  a 
street  in  Georgetown      -         -         -         -     718 
Beaulieu,  Lewis  Joseph,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

read 726 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1807 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         ■  1808 

Beck  and  Harvey,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice     738 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1807 

resd  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  •         -  1808 

Beecher,  Philemon,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat 702 

Bellamy,  Aaron,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rich,  the 
Committee  of  Claims  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
compensation  to,  for  a  vessel  captured  by 
the  enemy  on  Lake  Cbamplain  .  .  751 
Berzat,  Gabriel,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of,  twice  read,  and  referred     ...   1888 
committee  discharged,  bill  laid  on  the  table  2234 
Bickley,  Daniel,  and  Catharine  Clark,  a  bill  for 

relief  of,  twice  read         ....  1808 
ordered  to  a  third  reading           ■         >         .1821 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed           .         .  1822 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment      2202 

amendment  read  and  concurred  in     •         ■  2205 
Biddle,  Captain,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the   Navy   concerning  the  cruise  of  the 
Ontario,  in  the  Pacific  ocean  -         >  1809 

Bigger's   Rangers,    report   of  the   Secretary  of 
War  on  the  petition  of  the  Legislature  of 
Indiana,  on  behalf  of     ....  1381 
Blakeley,  Mr.  Crowell  presented  the  petition  of 
the  inhabitants  of,  praying  that  said  town 
'*  ■         may  be  made  a  port  of  entry,  referred     -  1136 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  the  dis* 
trict  of,  read  twice,  and  referred      .         •   1848 
Blotimfield,  Joseph,  of  New  Jersey,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    .         •         -         .701 
remarks  of,  on  Revolutionary  Pension  bill  1651 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Fuller,  the  Naval  Committee  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  modifying  the  act  establishing  the       -     892 
report  of  said  committee  that  it  is  inexpe. 

dient 2166 

Boden,  Andrew,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 710 

Bond  Creek  Saline,  Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky, 

presented  the  memorial  of  the  Legi:<lature 

of  Illinois,  praying  a  grant  of  certain  wood. 

land  for  the  use  of  the,  referred       -         -     791 

Booge,  Aaron,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of, 

(for  army  chaplains)      ....  1414 
Boundaries,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize 
the  President  to  ascertain  and  designate 
certain  ......  1833 

twice  read 1837 

laid  on  the  tabic        .        .        .        •        .  1899 
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Boundaries  of  Districts,  a  bill  to  designate  the, 

Ac,  twice  read       .        .         .         .         .991 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1899 

recommitted      .  * 1912 

Boundary  Line,  between  Ohio  and  Michigan,  a 

joint  resolution  relative  to  the,  twice  read,  1952 
reported  without  amendment,  and  laid  on 

the  table 2010 

between    Kentucky   and  Tennessee,  paper 
from    the    commissioners   appointed    by 
those  States  for  the  adjustment  of  the     .  2467 
Bounty  Land,   Mr.  Walker  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion on  the  subject  of,  referred         •        .991 
a  bill  authorizing  grants  of,  in  certain  cases, 

twice  read,  &c 1542 

the  committee  to  whom  the  above  resolution 
was  referred  reported  the  inexpediency  of 
granting,  to  substitutes  ....  1810 
Bowie  ic  Kurtz,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate for  relief  of,  read  twice  and  referred  -  1540 
a  report,  recommending  indefinite  postpone- 
ment              -         -  1594 

Boyd,   Brigadier   General,  on   motion  of   Mr. 
Bloomfield,    was    admitted    within    the 

House 1636 

Braden,  Elizabeth,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  1675 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1677 
Brevard,  Joseph,  of  South  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied and  took  his  seat     .         -         -         -     702 
British  Subjects,  the  applications  of  the  British 
Minister  in  relation  to  the  claims  of,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions              -         -     934 

Brooks,  Major  John,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

War  on  the  petition  of  -         -         -         -     948 
Brown,  William,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified  and 

took  his  seat  .         .         .         -         -     702 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  Maine  bill        -        -        -        -        -  1409 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  military  appropriations      ...  1789 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  Dis- 
trict Banks 1825 

Brownstown,  on  motion  of  Mr.    Woodbridge,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  con- 
cerning the  treaty  made  at     -         -         -     940 
report   of  said    committee    laid  on  the  ta- 
ble          2235,  2469 

Bruce,  Joseph,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read       -  1593 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         -         -  1821 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  1822 

Brush,  Henry,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified  and  took 

his  seat  ------     702 

speech  of,  on  the  navy  appropriations  -     822 

speech  of,  in  reply  to  .Mr.  Storrs  -         -     828 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  o[  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson      -        -        -        -        -  1834 

Bryan,  Henry  K.,  of  Tennessee,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat 702 

Buck,  C.  N.,  Mr.  Lowndes  presented  a  letter 
from,  in  relation  to  the  Danish  brig  Hen- 
rick,  read  and  referred   -         -         -         -  1861 
(See  Henrick,  Brig.) 
Buckminster,  Thomas.     (See  Shipley,  Ether.) 
Buckner,  Richard.    (See  Jones,  Charles  S.) 
Buffum,  Joseph,  Jr.,  of  New  Hampshire,  was 

qualified,  &c 701 

Burch,   Benjamin,   appointed   Assistant   Door. 

keeper -     703 
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Bardeo,  Henry,  a  bill  to  lathorize  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  iMue  letters  patent  to,  read 

twice 1808 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  *        ...  1821 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  ...  1831 
Bark,  Anthony,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of,  read  twice 779 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     850 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1859 
Barton,  Hutcbiofi  G^  of  North  Carolina,  was 

quali6ed,  dec         .....     jq2 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  collec* 

tion  of  duties 2159 

Borwell,  William  A.,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified, 

Ac. 702 

Business  of  the  Session,  Mr.  Nelson  moved  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to    inquire 
into  the,  which  was  laid  on  the  tabt«      .  1672 
Botler,  Josiah,  of  New  Hampshire,  was  qualified, 

Ac 701 

speech  of,  on  the  appropriation  for  fortifica- 
tions       1636 

Butler,  Thomas,  of  Louisiana,  was   qualified, 

Ac.        .......     790 

remarks  of.  on  the  military  appropriations  •   1624 
oo  the  resolution  concerning  Revolutionary 
pensions         ......  2222 

C. 

Cadets,  the  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  a 
committee  of  the,  complaining  of  tyran- 
nical  treatment,  Ac,  referred  -         .         .     792 
a  report  thereon         .....  1820 

the  report  recommitted       ....  1822 

again  reported  without  alteration,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole    -   1837 
Cahokia,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  confirming  the 

proceeding*  of  the  inhabitants  of    .         -  1913 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....  1943 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .....  2009 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2013 
Cain,  Henry,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  of  Ken- 
tacky,  the    Committee  of  Claims  were 
,.        instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  paying  to,  the  value  of  a  horse  killed 
or  lost  during  the  late  war,  referred  -     748 

an  adverse  report  thereon  -         -         .         .     905 
Callender,  William,  the  Speaker  presented  the 

petition  of      .....         .   1136 

Camp, 'J'homas,  the  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  committed  to  the  C«mmittee  of 
the  W'hole     ---.-.     929 
Campbell,  John  W.,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  Beat 702 

remarks  of,  on  the  Census  bill    ...     880 
on  the  bill  laying  duties  on  auction  sales     -  2197 
Cannon,  Newton,  of  Tcnnestee,  was  qualified, 

&c 702 

remarks  of,  on  the  Property  bill  ...     751 
<-:    speech  of,  in  reply  to  Messrs.  Johnson,  of 

Virginia,  and  Storrs        ....     752 
on  the  motion  for  indefinite  postponement 

of  the  bill  mentioned       ...      750,  774 
remarks  of,  in  explanation  of  an  allusion  by 

,,.       Mr.  Clay §22 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  th«  Mili- 
tary Establishment  ....  1598 


Cannon,  Newton,  remarks  of— continued.  Page. 

on  the  appropriation  for  the  Military  Acad- 
emy        1603 

on  the  military  appropriations    ...  1611 

on    his  resolution   to   abolish  the    Military 

Academy        ......   H29 

on  the  Revolutionary  Pension  bill      •         -  1661 

on  the  Senate  bill  respecting  the  Seminole 

war 1680 

Canton,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sloan,  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  wore  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  for 
the  sale  of  certain  sections  of  land  in  the 
district  of 869 

a  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  thirteen  sec- 
tions in  said  district,  read  twice      •         -  1912 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...   1948 

Capitol,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  complet- 
ing repairs  on  the,  finiithing  the  President's 
House,  Ac,  read  twice  ....     876 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     9S4 
read  the  third  time,  and  psssed  ...     937 
a   bill  making    further    appropriations   for 
continuing  the  work  upon  the,  and  other 
public  building*!,  read  twice    ...   1356 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1660 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...   1656 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1782 
Cardelli,  Peter,  a  bill  to  encourage  certain  inven- 
tions of,  read  twice         ....   1808 
Carr,  Thomas,  and  others,  a  bill  for  the  benefit 

of,  read  twice 726 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 

Claims 779 

the  committee  recommend  rejection   -        •  1136 

Carter,  John    D.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice .     934 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....   1807 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  •         -         -   1809 
Case,  Walter,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat 701 

Cash  PayminU,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  merchants  of  Balti- 
more praying  that,  may  be  required  on 
duties,  Ac,  referred        ....     848 
Mr.  Wendover  presented  a  counter  petition 

from  New  York,  referred         ...     876 
Mr.  Meigs  presented  a  petition  from  the  same 
place  in  favor  of,  referred         ...     881 
Cafsin,  Mary,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  re- 
lief of    1636 

read  twice,  and  referred  ....  1640 
reported  without  amendment  ...  ]641 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  ...  1698 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -   1701 

Castine,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  cer- 
tain persons  who  have  imported  goods 
into,  twice  read,  and  referred  •         -     869 

reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  906 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means  -  -         -         -         .         -1718 

reported  with  amendments  ...  1738 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -   1783 

Cathcart,  James  Lcander,  report  of  the  Secretary 

of  Slate  on  the  petition  of  -  -  -  733 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  fur  the  relief  of  -  2203 
read  twice,  and  referred  ...  -  2206 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  2220 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         •  2343 
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Cavalier,  Anthony,  and  Peter  Pettit,  a  bill  from 
the  Senate  confirming  the  claim  of,  to  a 
tract  of  land  -         -         .         .         .  1170 

twice  read,  and  referred     -         .         .         -1218 
a  detailed  report,  and  bill  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 1403 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        >         .  1411 
Census,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  report  a  bill  for  tak- 
ing the  fourth        -        .        .        -        .711 
a  bill  accordingly  twice  read       -         -         .     792 
ordered  to  be  printed          -         -         .         -     881 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...     924 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -         .     928 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments  1596 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -         -         -  1597 
Central  Bank  of  Georgetown  and  Washington, 
Mr.  Swcaringen  presented  the  petition  of 
the  President  and  Directors  of  the,  referred     876 
(See  District  Banks.) 
Chalmers,  John,  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of 850 

Champe,  Nathaniel,  and  others,  Mr.  Woodbridge 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred   -         -     990 
Cbanning,  Walter,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of,  twice  read  1589 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1807 
Chaplains,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for 

the  appointment  of,  agreed  to          -        .     704 
Chaplains  in  the  Army,  adverse  report  on  a  pe- 
tition to  appoint     -         -         -         -         .  1404 
Charlton,  James,  jr.,  on  motion  ot  Mr.  Floyd,  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  further  time  to,  to  discharge  a 
judgment  against  him     -         -         .         .  1137 
Cheney,  Be  ley.     ("See  McGreic,  John.) 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  Mr. 
McLane  submitted  a  resolution  authoriz- 
ing subscription  to  the  stock  of  the,  nega- 
tived      838 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Archer,  the  President's 
Message  of  13th  January,  IS13,  in  rela- 
tion to  the,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Roads  and  Canals      -         -         .         .     858 
Mr.  McLane  presented  the  petition  of  the, 

referred 1023 

Chippewa  Indians,  a  bill  making  appropriations 
to  carry  into  effect  a  treaty  with  the,  read 

twice 2052 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -  2241 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasted  -         -  2246 

Christmas,  Mr.  Bloomfield  oflered  a  joint  reso- 
lution, that  the  two  Houses  adjourn  from 
the  24th  insUnt  to  the  3d  of  January  next     749 
the  resolution  considered,  and  negatived     -     750 
Circuit  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  a  bill 
from  the  Senate  providing  for  the  accom- 
■^   -modation  of  the,  twice  read     -         .         -     758 
the  third  reading  negatived        ...     786 
Mr.  Warfield  made  an  unsuccessful  motion 

to  the  same  effect 821 

Civilization  of  the  Indians,  a  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  of  the  progress  made  under 
the  act  for  the,  read         -         -         -         -     914 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs in  relation  to  the  act  for  -         -  2009 
Clagett,  Cliflon,  of  New  Hampshire  was  quali- 
fied, Ac        ...---     701 
16th  Con.  1st  Se88.-^5 


Clagett,  Cliflon — continued.  Page. 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Taylor's  amendment  to 

the  Missouri  bill    -        .        .        .        .  1033 
on  the  bill  to  amend  the  Revolutionary  Pen. 
sion  law         -----.  1712 
Claims,  appointment  of  the  standing  committee 

of         - 706 

discharge  of  said  committee  from  all  bosinees 
not  acted  on  -         .         -         .         .  2241 

Clark,  Robert,  of  New  York  was  qualified,  Ac.  -     701 
Clark,  Catharine.     (See  BiekUy,  Daniel.) 
Claxton,  Thomas,  appointment  of,  as  Doorkeeper     703 
Clay,  Henry,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified,  Ac.   -     702 
election  of,  as  Speaker       .         -         .         -     702 
address  of,  to  the  Hoase  on  his  election       -     702 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  to  provide  ac- 
commodations for  the  circuit  court  of  the 
District  of  Columbia       -         -         -         .     781 
speech  of,  on  the  Navy  appropriations         -     814 
on  the  Maine  bill       .....     831 
in  reply  to  Messrs.  Holmes  and  Livermore     835 
repudiating  any  intention   to  connect  the 

cases  of  Maine  and  Missouri  -  -  .  840 
remarks  of,  on  the  Census  bill  -  -  -  880 
on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  deaf  and 

dumb 883,  889 

on  taking  up  the  oppropriation  bills    -         .  1576 
on  the  bill  concerning  the  Military  Estab* 

lishment         ......   1602 

on  the  Military  appropriations     -         -  1611, 1616 
speech  of,  on  the  practice  of  exceeding  ap- 
propriations, Ac.   -         -         .         -         .  1621 
introductory,  of  resolutions  respecting  aKen- 
ation  of  territory     .....  1719 

remarks  of,  on  the  District  banks         -         -  1813 
on  the  revision  of  the  tariff        ...  1946 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  collec- 
tion of  duties  .....  2034 

on  the  Loan  bill 2203 

on  his  South  American  resolutions  •  >  2833 
address  of,  at  the  close  of  the  session  -  •  2250 
Clerks,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  regu- 
late and  fix  the  pay  of,  twice  read  -  •  779 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  829 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  830 
returned  from  the  Senate  with   an  amend- 

ment,  and  agreed  to  ...  >  897 
a  bill  to  increase  the  number  of,  in  the  War 

Department,  read  twice  ...  2178 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  2241 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2242 
Cobb,  Thomas  W.,  of  Georgia,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 702 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning  ex- 
ecutions in  the  Army     ....     728 
on  postponement  of  the  Property  bill  •        >     756 
on  the  bill  to  provide  accommodations  for 
the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia          781,  783 

on  the  resolution  to  form  a  territorial  gov- 
ernment in  the  District  of  Columbia         -     797 
on    Mr.   Strother's    resolution    concerning 

finances 919 

speech  of,  on  the  appropriation  fur  holding 

a  treaty  with  the  Indiana         ...  1642 

remarks  of,  on   the  relief  bill  for  Savannah  1804 

on  the  District  Bank  bill   -        .        -        -  1823 

speech  of,  on  his  resolution  to  amend  the 

Constitution 1849 
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Cocke,  John,  of  Tennessee,  was  qualified,  ice.  -     701 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate'0  amendments  to 

the  military  appropriations      ...   1786 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General  Wilkinson  -  1835 
on  the  bill  respecting  auction  sales     •         •2194 
Codfishery,  Mr.  Silsbee  presented  the  petition  of 
sundry  persons  engaged  in  the,  praying 
exemption  from  militia  duty,  referred       •   1 136 
Coffin,  William,  and  others,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Folger,   the   Committee    of  Ways    and 
Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  granting  drawback  to         -     713 
.'        a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice       ...    820 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1807 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1808 
Colombian  Institute,  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the, 

read  twice 897 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1821 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1822 
Columbus,  Ohio,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ross,  the  Ju- 
diciary  Committee  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
the   Federal  courts  of  the  State   to    be 

held  at 1170 

a  bill  to  that  effect  read   three  times,  and 

passed 1452 

Commerce,  appointment  of  the  standing  com- 

...       mittee  of 705 

1^  discharge  of  said  committee  from  all  subjects 

before  them 2246 

Commissary  General  of  Purchases,  copies  of  con- 
tracts made  by,  reported  ...  1837 
Compact  between  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  Mr. 
Robertson  submitted   a  joint   resolution 
giving  the  consent  of  Congress  to  the, 

read  twice -   1641 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  ]848 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .        .  1861 
Compensation  of  Marshals,  Clerks,  dec,  on  mo. 
tion  of  Mr.  Edwards,  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
,  expediency  of  amending  or  repealing  the 

act  to  lessen  the 881 

Congress,  a  joint  resolution  from    the  Senate 

fixing  a  day  for  adjournment  of      -         -   1697 
read  twice  --....  1701 

referred  to  a  committee      ....  1790 
reported   with  an    amendment,  fixing   the 

Iftlh  May 2I8I 

read  the  third  time,  and   passed  with   the 

amendment  .--...  2181 
a  bill  to  fix  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of, 

twice  read 2221 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  3222 

Constitution,  Mr.  Baldwin  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion to  amend  the,  twice  read  •         -   1022 

Contingent  expenses  of  the  House,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Randolph,  the  Clerk  was  directed  to 
prepare  a  statement  of  the  annual  amount 

of,  Ac. 1466 

report  of  the  Committee  of  Expenditures  of 
the  items  charged  to       -         -         .         .  1863 
(See  Expenditures  for  the  House  of  Rep- 
Teaentativet.y 

Contingent  Fond,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  the 
Committee  on  Public  Expenditures  were 
instructed  to  intiuire  into  and  report  the 
amount  charged  to  the  -         -         •         .     750 
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1489 
1830 
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ContracU,  Mr.  Phelps  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
quiring the  Postmaster  General  to  report 
annually  all.  made  for  transportation  of 

the  mail        • 

on  motion   of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  Secretary  of 
War  was  directed  to  report  copies  of  all, 
made  for  provisions        .... 
Converse,  Daniel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice 

read - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Cook,  Daniel  P.,  of  Illinois,  was  qualified,  6lc,  - 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution   for  territorial 
government  in  the  Diatrict  of  Colombia  - 

on  his  resolution  relating  to  a  western  depot 

on  the  resolution  to  print  the  Journals  of 
the  old  Congress    -         .         .         .         . 

on  the  Missouri  bill  -         -         .         .         . 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  the 
Western  road         -         -         .         -         . 

speech  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  land 
bounty  certificates  .... 

remarks  of,  on  the  District  Bank  bill  . 
Cooper,  Ephraim,  the  Speaker  presented  a  peti- 
tion of,  relating  to  the  silkworm,  referred 
Corcoran,  Thomas.     (See  Beatty,  Charles  A.) 
Cotton,  Woollen,  and   Iron,  on   motion  of  Mr. 
Overstreet,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
was  directed  to  inform   the  House  what 
deduction  it  would  make,  in  his   opinion, 
in  the  revenue,  to  prohibit  the   importa- 
tion of 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  in  reply    . 

Cowen,  John,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  . 
Crafts.  Samuel  C.  of  Vermont,   was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  -         -         .         . 
Cravat,  Richard.    (See  McGrew,  John.) 
Crawford,  Joel,  of  Georgia,  was  qualified,  Ac.  - 
Credit  on  Duties,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Trimble,  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
repealing  all  laws  allowing  a  -         - 

(See  Imports,  4"C-) 
Creek  and  Cherokee   Indians,    a  Message   from 
the  President  recommending  an  appropri- 
ation adequate  to  the  expenses  of  a  treaty 

with  the         - 

the  Speaker  presented  the  remonstrance  and 
protest  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  in 
relation  to  treaties  with  the    -         -         - 
Crook.  Peter.     (See  Newsom,  Joshua.) 
Crowell,  John,  of  .\labama,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, and  took  his  seat  -         •         -         . 
Cue,  Robert.    (See  Jackson,  George.) 
Culbreth,  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat  -         -         .         .         . 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General 

Wilkinson 1836 

Culpeper,  John,  of  North  CaroUna,  was  quali- 
fied, Ac. 702 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

the  Maine  bill        -         -         .         -  1406,  1453 
on  the  Revolutionary  Pension  bill               -  1654 
on  the  District  Banks  bill          -         -         -   1823 
Cumberland  Road,  a  statement  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  of  the  annual  expen- 
ditures on  the 164S 

a  bill  concerning  the,  read        ...  105§ 

t  ■ 
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Comberland  Road — continued.  Page, 

a  second  reading  being  postponed,  Mr.  Bar- 
bour moved  its  rejection  ...  1658 
read  a  second  time    .....  1659 
Currency,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary 

of  the  Treasury  showing  the  state  of  the  2366 
Cushman,  Joshua,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  scat    -         -         -         -     701 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill   -        .        .  1291 
on  the  Revolutionary  Pension  bill      -         -  1707 
on   Mr.  Cobb's  amendment   to  the  Consti- 
tution   1858 

Custody  of  persons  imprisoned,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  the  Judiciary 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  making  further 
provision  for  the,  at  suit  of  the  United 

SUtea  - 877 

Customs,  Mr.  Sawyer  sobmitted  a  resolotion  for 
a  committee  to  inqoire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  abolishing  certain  offices  of  the  -  1695 
modified,  and  agreed  to     -         -         -         -  1782 
Cuthbert,  John  A.,  of  Georgia,   was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 

remarks  of,  introducing  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  slave  trade         .... 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  the  Savan- 
nah sufferers  .... 


717 


925 


-  1799 


D. 


Darlington,  William,  o(  Pennsylvania,  was  qual- 
ified, and  took  bis  seat  .         .         -         - 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  retrocede 
the  District  of  Columbia         .         .         . 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    -         -         - 
Davidson,  William,  of  North  Carolina,  was  qual- 
ified, and  took  his  seat  -         -         -         . 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  Mr.  Meigs  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  New  York  institution  for  the, 
praying  a  donation  of  land,  referred 
a  bill  granting  a  township  fur  benefit  of  the, 

read  twice 

the  first  aection  struck  out,  and  bill  rejected 
Decatur,  Commodore   Stephen,    Mr.  Randolph 
moved  certain  resolutions  of  respect  to 
the  memory  of,  which,  being  objected  to, 
were  withdrawn     -         .         -         . 
Mr.  Randolph  substituted  a  motion  that  the 
House  do  attend  the  funeral  of  the  late, 
whereupon  Mr.  Holmes   moved  an  ad 
journmcnt,  which  was  carried 
Deficiency,  the  Speaker  presented  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  stating  that  a 
considerable,  exists  in  the  appropriations 
of  the  present  year,  for  support  of  the 
Naval  Establishment,  referred 
Delisle,  Anthony,  E.  B.  Dudley,  and  John  M. 
Van  Cleef,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of------- 

twice  read,  and  referred     .         .         -         - 
reported  without  amendment      .         .         - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted     • 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       .         .         .         .         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .         - 
Denniaon,  George,  of  Pennsylvdnia,  was  quali- 
fied, Ac        .-...- 
Denton,  Little,  A  Co.,  and  Harman  Hendricks, 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  .        .        - 
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Denton,  Little,  A  Co. — continued.  Page. 
bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading      ...     733 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     738 
Department  of  Indian  Affairs,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Cocke,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
directed  to  report  the  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures of  the 1810 

report  of  that  officer  in  reply      ...  3178 

Deputy  8ur%-eyors,  a  bill  regulating  the  manner 

of  stating  the  accounts  of,  twice  read       -  1692 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .  1899 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1912 
Deslonde,  Rosalie  P.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

relief  of 1635 

twice  read,  and  referred     .         .       t.         .  1640 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  poet- 
ponement       ......  1700 

Detroit,  Mr.  Woodbridge  presented  the  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Michigan,  com- 
plaining of  British  violations  of  the  terms 
of  surrender  of,  referred  ...     92O 

a  bill  to  revive  the  powers  of  the  commis- 
sioners for  the  district  of,  twice  read,  and 

referred 1169 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor, 

twice  tead 2184 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  2306 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  3307 
a  bill  to  annex  certain  lands  to  the  district 

of,  twice  read  -        -        .        .        .  1819 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1861 

Dewitt,  Jacob  H.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat 701 

Dickinson,  John  D.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat 701 

Discriminating   Duties,  Mr.  Meigs  presented  a 
memorial  from  merchants  of  New  York, 
on  the  subject  of,  referred         ...     791 
copy  of  the  said  memorial  -  2531,  2536 

District  Banks,  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  on  the  respective 
memorials  of  the  several  ...  1043 

a  bill  respecting  the,  read  twice  •  -  1819 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •  -  1833 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  2093 
considered  and  agreed  to   -         -         -         -  2140 

District  of  Columbia,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  on  the     .         -         -         .     706 

Mr.  Kent  submitted  a  resolution  authorizing 
a  Delegate  in  Congress  from  the,  which 
was  negatived 830 

Mr.  Archer  aubmitted  sundry  resolutions 
relating  to  the 930 

laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed     932 

considered  and  respectively  agreed  to         -     987 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Jersey,  also  submitted 
resolutions  respecting  the,  referred         -  1264 

a  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  holding  the  cir- 
cuit court  in,  twice  read         -         -         -  1807 

another  bill  to  enable  the  inhabitants  of,  to 
form  a  frame  of  government,  read  twice  1888 
District  Tonnage,  annual  statement  of  the 
Division  and  reduction  in  price  of  lands,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Ross,  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  a 
Dix,  John  A.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief 
of,  read  twice  and  referred      ... 
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Dix,  John  A. — continued. 

bill  reported  without  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Dobson,  Thomas  &  Son,  Mr.  Sergeant  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  •        -        .        . 
(See  Printer  a  of  books. ) 
Doctiments,  Mr.   Shaw  eubmitted  a  resolution 
authorizing  the  transmission  of  certain, 
free  of  postage,  read  twice,  and  referred  - 
reported  without  amendment,  read  the  third 

S '  time,  and  passed 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  the  same  effect, 
read  three  times,  and  passed 
Domestic  Manufactures,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Strong 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  furnishing  the  Army, 
Navy,  and  Indian  Department  with  cloth- 
ing of 

(See  Army — bill  from  the  Senate.) 
the  memorial  o(  the  Convention  at  New 

York  praying  protection  of    - 
the  memorial  of  the  American  Society  for 

the  encouragement  of   - 
the  memorial  of  citizens  of  Middletown,  Con- 
necticut, praying  protection  of        -         - 
the  memorial  of  the  Society  of  Papermakers 
of  Pennsylvania  and   Delaware,  making 

the  same  prayer 2327 

Dougherty,  Thomas,  appointment  of,  as  Clerk  of 

the  House  of  Representatives  ...     703 
Dowse,  Edward,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quali- 
fied, &c. 701 

Drawback,  Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  resolution 

instructing  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 

repealing  the  laws  allowing  a 

Dudley,  E.  B.     (See  Delisle,  Anthony.) 

Duelling,  Mr.  Foot  submitted  resolutions  on  the 

subject  of,  referred  .... 

report  of  the  committee  that  legislation  on 

the  subject  was  inexpedient    • 

Dunn,  Thomas,  appointment  of,  as  Sergeant-at 

Arms 

Daties  and  Drawbacks,  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  with  sUtements  of,  for 
the  years  1816  and  1817,  read,  and  laid 

on  the  table 

Daties  on  Merchandise  imported,  a  bill  regulat- 
ing the  payment  of,  read  twice 
copy  of  the  remonstrance  of  the  Virginia 

Agricultural  Society  against  increase  of  -  2296 
a  petition  of  the  merchants  of  Baltimore, 
praying  that  cash  payments  of,  may  be  re- 
quired  -        •  •        -        .        . 
remonstrance  of  merchants  of  New  York 
against  cash  payments  of        *         . 
(See  Imports.) 
Dnverge,  Bartholomew,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
for  the  relief  of,  read  twice      ... 
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Earle,  Elias,  of  South  Carolina,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  -----     717 

Earle,  Elias.     ( See  Johnson,  James,  and  otfters.) 

Eddy,  Nathaniel,  of  Rhode  Lland,  was  quali- 

fied,  Ac 701 

Hwards,  Henry  W.,  of  Connecticut,  was  quali- 
fied, Ac        701 

<>^-  epeech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    .        .        .  1440 


Edwards,  Samuel,  of  Pennaylvama,  was  quali- 
fied, Ac 701 

Edwards,  Weldon  N.,  of  North  Carolina,  was 

qualified 710 

Elections,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee of  -  -  -  -  .  . 
Elections  and  Returns  of  Representatives,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  regulating  by  law  the 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President,  a  joint 
resolution  from  the  Senate  to  amend  the 
Constitution  as  it  respects  the  choice  of, 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 

Union 993 

the  said  committee  reported  agreement       •  1691 
Elliott,  Jonathan.     iSee  Law,  John.) 
Engineer  and  Ordnance  Department,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Tracy,  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  was  requested  to  cause  to  be 
laid  before  the  House  a  statement  show- 
ing the  contract  made  by  the,  Ac  -         -     899 
Enrolling  and  Licensing  Ship*,  Ac,  a  bill  for,  to 
be  employed  in   the  coasting  trade  and 
fisheries,  read  twice         ....  1782 
Entry  of  Merchandise,  a  bill  further  to  regulate 

the,  read  twice  -  -  .  .  .  1676 
Erie,  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough 
of,  and  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  in  relation  to  the  improvement  of 
the  harbor  of  said  place,  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject         

Ervin,  James,  of  South  Carolina,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat   .         .         -         .         . 

speech  of,  on  his  Mausoleum  resolutions    - 

Esenbeck,  William,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

War  on  the  petition  of  - 
Estimates,  of  public  revenue  and  expenses 

of  public  expenses     -        -        .        .        . 

Executions  in  the  Army,  Mr.  Williams,  of  North 

Carolina,  submitted  a  resolution  of  inquiry 

into  the,  Ac,  in  the  year  1816,  contrary 

to  law    ....... 

agreed    to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to 

£  resent  the  same  to  the  President  - 
lessage  from  the  President,  with  docu- 
ments, in  reply       -         .         .         .         . 
(See  King,  Colonel  William.) 
Expenditures  in  the  several   Departments,  ap- 
pointment of  the  standing  committee  on 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  the  said  committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  whether  the, 
may  not  be  diminished  -         .         .         . 
certain  documents  in  relation  to,  in  the  Navy 

Department 1540,2268 

in  the  House  of  Representatives  the  Speak- 
er's accounts  of,  approved       ...  2241 
discharge  of  the  committee  on,  in  the  War 

Department 2248 

Extra  Services,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  the 
Committee  of  Accounts  were  instructed 
to  make  the  same  allowance  for,  as  at  last 
•«Mion 2221 

F. 

Fairfax,  Wilson  M.  C.    (See  Cadets.)  1 
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Fay,  John,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  Ac      -    701 
Fees,  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia  of  attorneys',  clerks,'  and  mar- 
shals'     1674 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  regulate  the,  of  the 
clerk  and  marshal  of  Louisiana  read  twice, 

and  referred 2172 

reported  without  amendment     .        -        -  2230 
Fee*  of  Office,  the  Speaker  presented  a  schedule 
of  the,  prepared  and  transmitted  by  the 
judges  of  several  districts        ...    712 
the  Speaker  presented  similar  schedules  718,  749, 

780,  830,  877,  921 
Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  similar  schedule 
for  Pennejlvania  -  -  -  -  -1541 
Field  Service,  Police,  Ac,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Smyth,  the  Secretary  of  War  was  direct- 
ed to  prepare  and  report,  at  next  session 
of  Congress,  a  system  of        -         -         -     750 

Finances,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury on  the     719 

Mr.  Strother  submitted  sundry  resolutions 

of  inquiry  respecting  the         ...     912 
the  three  first  agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury       -         -         -     918 
the  fourth  resolution  negatived  -         -         -     920 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  such  information  as  he  is  able  to  fur- 
nish in  reply 1046 

Fines,  Penalties,  Ac,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kent, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  directed 
to  report  the  amount  of,  levied  and  col- 
lected by  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  Dbtrict 

of  Columbia,  Ac. 933 

a  letter  containing  the  information  desired  1596 
Finney,  Elkanah,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  1774 
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1806 
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702 

1784 

921 
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ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  . 
Fire  at  Savannah,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of  certain  sufferers  by  the  recent 

twice  read  and  referred      .... 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
Fisher,  Charles,  of  North  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, Ac. 

speech  of,  on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the 
military  appropriations  .... 

Flood,  Martha,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read    - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .         - 

Florida,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Reid,  the  President 

was  requested  to  impart  such  information 

as  he  may  deem  proper,  on  the  subject  of 

the  treaty  for 

a  Message  from  the  President,  with  a  report 

from  the  SecreUry  of  State,  in  reply 
a  bill  to  authorize  and  request  the  President 
to  take  possession  of,  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted   

Floyd,  John,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  Ac. 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolutions  concerning 

executions  in  the  Army        -        .        . 

on  the  deficiency  in  Navy  appropriations  - 

on  his  resolution  of  inquiry  concerning  the 

*•         SpanUh  Treaty 

speech  of,  on  his  resolution  to  reduce  the 
Army    ...--•- 
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Folger,  Walter,  junior,  of  MassachusetU  was 

qualified,  Ac 701 

Foot,  Samuel  A.,  of  Connecticut,  was  qualified  701 

remarks  of,  on  the  Navy  appropriations,     .  828 
on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  deaf  and 

dumb 886 

on  his  resolution  respecting  slavery  in  the 

Territories 1171 

on  the  military  appropriations    ...  1607 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Delisle 

and  others 170S 

on  the  bill  concerning  the  sufferers  at  Sa- 
vannah         ......  1804 

on  the  District  Banks  bill  •        •        •        •  1836 

on  the  revision  of  the  tariff       ...  2136 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  respecting  sales  at 

auction 2197 

Ford,  William  D.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified  -     701 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  impose  a  duty  on 

auction  sales 2193 

Foreign  Affairs,  appointment  of  a  select  commit- 

mittee  on      -        .        -        -        -        -    707 
the  committee  discharged  -        -        .  t24l 

Foreign  Armed  Vessels,  a  bill  designating  the 
ports  within  which,  may  be  permitted  to  en- 
ter read  twice 1463 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          -        .        .  2S41 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  2242 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in 2247 

Foreign  Coins,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  consider  the 
subject  of  the  currency  of  -  -  -  903 
Foreign  Commerce,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  pro- 
vide for  obtaining  accurate  statements  of 
the,  of  the  United  States,  read  twice  and 
referred  ..----     877 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading 990 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1022 

Foreign  cotton  and  woollen  fabrics  and  iron,  a 
letter  and  statement  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  showing  the  effect  of  a  pro- 

hibitionof     -  ' 2348 

Forfeiture,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Landi  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amend- 
ing the  law  of,  in  favor  of  the  actual  set- 
tler and  cultivator  -         .         -         .     779 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  further  to  extend  the 
time  for  sale  or,  on  failure  of  payment, 
read  twice,  and  referred  ...  1626 

reported  without  amendment     ...  166O 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -  1690 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1700 
Forman,  Wm.  Gordon.    (See  Hunt,  JerenUaL) 
Forrest,  Thomas,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified    701 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    .         -         .  1559 
Fortifications,  appointment  of  a  standing  com- 
mittee on      - 707 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  request  of  the  President  an 
account  of  the  expenditure  of  the  several 
appropriations  for,  from  1816  to  1819,  in- 
clusive, Ac.  ..---.     76ft 

a  message,  with  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  War  in  reply    -        -        -        .        .    OSf 
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Fortificationa — oontinaed.  Page, 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  Secretary  of 
Ww  w»»  directed  to  repoTl  copies  of  all 
contracts  made  for  building,  dec.     -         -   1594 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  reply  -  1791 
report  of  the  committee  on  ...  1951 

Forts  and  Arsenals,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pinckney, 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  restoring  to  all  the 
States  the  jurisdiction  of  the  territory 
ceded  to  them  for  ....  1042 

a  bill  to  restore  jurisdiction,  Sec,  read  twice  1573 
Fraacis,  Tench,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
read  twice,  and  referred    -         .         .         . 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         - 
Franking  Privilege,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Livermore, 
the  Committee  on  the  Pott  Office,  &.&, 
were  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any 
alterations  were  necessary  in  the  law  giv- 
ing   the,    to   members  and    delegates  of 

Congress 

Fraser,  Angus  O.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in  - 
French  Ships  and  Vessels,  a  bill  to  impose  a 
new  tonnage  duty  on,  read  twice  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
French  Spoliations  prior  to  1800,  Mr.  Pinckney 
presented  a  memorial  praying  indemnifi- 
cation for,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
Frew,  Archibald,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Davidson,  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
allowing  a  commission  to,  for  certain  col- 
lections of  direct  tax,  referred 
an  adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in 
Fugitive  Slaves,  a  resolution  submitted  by  Mr. 
Pindall  concerning,  was  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury      -         -         . 
Fuller,  Timothy,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quali- 
fied, Ac.       --..-. 
speech  of,  un  the  Missouri  bill  ... 
on  his  motion  concerning  private  land  claims  1740 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  lay  a  duty  on  auc- 
tion sales      -         .         -         -         ... 

on  the  Loan  bill 

Fullerton,  David,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  quali- 
fied, &c.         ------ 

Fur  Trade,  Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  resolution  on 
the  subject  of,  which,  being  considered, 

was  rejected 

Furniture,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  North 
Carolina,  the  Doorkeeper  was  directed  to 
dispose  of  the,  used  by  the  House  in  the 
gliding  in  which  it  lately  sat 

Q. 

Gales  6c,  Seaton,  Mr.  Randolph  sabmitted  a  res- 
olution to  exclade,  from  the  House,  as 

Reporters      - 

aAer  debate  it  was  negatived,  by  yeas  and 

nays 

an  explanation  of  the  difiiculty  with  Mr. 

Randolph  by  (note)        .... 

Oarnelt,  Robert  8.,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  scat 702 
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General  Armstrong,  Brig,  adverse  report  on  the 

petition  of  the  crew  of  -         -         -         -  1809 

General  Officers  and  their  Stafi^  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Cocke,  the  Secretary  of  War  was  directed 
to  report  the  sums  of  money  annually  paid 
to,  &c. ggi 

General  Post  Office,  a  letter  from  the  SecreUry 
of  the  Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  fiscal 
concerns  of  the       -         -         .         .         .   i264 
a  bill  to  provide  for  repairing  the  roof  of  the, 

read  twice  --..-.  jgyj 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2242 

Genesee  River,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Allen,  of  New 
York,  the  Committee  of  Commerce,  Ac, 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  establishing  a  lighthouse  at  the 
mouth  of  the 159$ 

Georgia,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crawford,  the  same 
committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  giving  the  assent  of 
Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  -  -  1463 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  that  effect,  read 
twice,  &c.     -         -         -         .         .         .   1820 

Ghent,  Mr.  Strong  submitted  a  resolution  of 
inquiry  concerning  certain  articles  of  the 
Treaty  of 1617 

Go«lfrey,  Gabriel,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of,  read  twice,  and  referred    -         -   1636 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement       1541 

Goeti,  Frederick,  and  Carl  W.  Westphal,  and 
the  heirs  of  Abraham  Neppes,  a  bill  from 
the  Senate  for  the  relief  of      -         -         .  1676 
read  twice,  and  referred    ....  1589 
the  committee  recommend  Indefinite  post- 
ponement      1641 

Gooding,  John,  and  James  Williams,  a  bill  for 

the  relief  of,  read  twice  ...     yig 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     733 

on  a  third  reading  rejected  -         •         .     738 

a  motion  to  reconsider  rejected  ...     740 

Government,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 

support  of,  for  the  year  1820,  read  twice  1454 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  .  .  1649 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  .  1650 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1782 
some  amendments  agreed  to,  and  others  dis- 
agreed to 1792 

(See  Steele,  John,  (or  amendments  dis- 
agreed to — the  same  being  provided 
for  by  the  House  in  a  separate  bill.)         ^ 
a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  making  appro- 

priations,  Ac,  read  twice  -  .  -  2220 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  2231 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in 2248 

Great  Sodus  Bsy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Allen,  of 

New  York,  the  Committee  of  Commerce, 

Ac,  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 

expediency  of  making,  a  port  of  entry     -     830 

Green,  Berryman,  administrator  of  Samuel  Ker- 

by,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice  -  1404 
ordered  to  he  on  the  Uble  -        -        -  1821 

Greer,  James,  a  report  from  the  SecreUry  of  War 

on  the  petition  of  .         -         .         -         -  1690 
Gross,  Samuel,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 
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Groea,  Samuel — continued.  Page, 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  concerning  pro- 
perty  lost  at  Pituburg  -  .  -  - 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill- 
on the  revision  of  the  tariff"  ... 
Gross,  Eira  C,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  Ac. 
remarks  of,  on  indefinite  postponement  of  the 

property  bill 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  benefit  of  the  deaf 
and  dumb      -         -         -         -         -         - 

on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  Maine 

bill 

Guerlain,  Lewis  H.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

relief  of,  twice  read,  &c. 
Guyon,  James,  jr.,  Mr.  Allen,  of  Nevv  York,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  contesting  the  seat 
of  Ebenerer  Sage,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections 

said  committee  report  that,  is  entitled  to  the 
seat       ------- 

testimony  accompanying  the  report    - 
the  House  concur  with  the  committee;  and, 
is  qualified,  &c      .         -         -         -         - 

H. 

Hackley,  Aaron,  of  New  York,  was  qualified  Ac. 
Hackley,  Richard  8.,  a  bill  lor   relief  of,  twice 
read      ...---- 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          .         -         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Hall,  George,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  &c. 
Hall,  Thomas  H,  of  North  Carolina,  was  qual- 
ified, Ac. 

Hale,  William,  of  Delaware,  was  qualified,  Ac 

Hall,    Margaret,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  referred  .-.--- 

reported  without  amendment     -         •         - 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ... 

taken  up,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  • 

Hardin,  Benjamin,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified 

and  look  bis  seat 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  till  -         -         - 

remarks   of,   on   the    resolution  respecting 

adjournment  .         -         -         -         . 

on  the  District  Banks  bill  .         -         - 

Harding,  John  and  Giles,  John  Shute,and  John 

Nicholls,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of 

read  twice,  and  referred     .         .         .         - 
reported  without  amendment     -         .         . 
ordered  to  a  ttiird  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Hart,  Eli,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of,  read 
twice,  and  referred         -         -         - 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement     ...... 

Hazard,  Nathaniel,  of  Rhode  Island,  was  qual- 
ified Ac. 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  the  benefit 
of  the  widow  and  children  of  Commodore 

Perry 

Heaps,  John,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, the  Committee  on  Post  Offices,  Ac., 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  affording  some  pecuniary  relief 
to  the  widow  of  -  -  -  -  - 
a  bill  for  relief  of  the  widow  of,  twice  read 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
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Heister,  Joseph,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified 
and  took  his  seat  •        *        *        *       . 
Hemphill,  Joseph,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  quali- 
fied, Ac.       .        .        -        .        - 
Henderson,  William,  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of        -----         • 

considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        - 

Hendricks,  William,  of  Indiana,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat   .        -        -        -        - 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill  .        -        - 
Hendricks,  Harman.  (See  Denton,  Little  A  Co.) 
Henrick,  Danish  hrigantine,  a  Message  from  the 
President  respecting  the        -        -        - 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Re- 
lations ------- 

adverse  report  thereon       -         -         -         - 

documents  accompanying  the  Message  in 

relation  to  the 

Herrick,  Samuel,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified,  Ac.     - 
Mr.  Sloan  presented  a  charge  against,  made 
by  George  Jackson,  for  receiving  money 
for  services  in  procuring  his  pension 
Hibshman,  Jacob,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat   .        -        -        -        - 
Hightower,  Thomas,  Mr.  Overstreet  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  -         -         - 
adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in   • 
Hill,  Mark  L.,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat    -         -         -         -         - 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  concerning  a 
national  university         '         "        .'         ' 
on  Mr.  Strother's  resolution  respecting  the 

finances 

on  printing  the  Secret  Journal  of  the  Old 

Congress 

Holmes,  John,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat   -         -         -         -         - 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning 

army  executions    -         -         -         -         - 

on  Mr.  Taylor's  restrictive  resolution 

speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Clay,  on  the  Maine 

bill         ...         -         -      833,839,843 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  benefit  of  the  deaf 

and  dumb 885 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Taylor's  amendment  to 

the  Missouri  bill 966 

on  Senate's  amendmenU  to  the  Maine  bill  1406 
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on  the  revision  of  the  Tariff" 
Holmes,  Charies  Rutledge.     (See  Cadets.) 
Hooks,  Charles,  of  North  Carolina,  was  qualified 
and  took  his  seat  --"*," 
Hostetter,  Jacob,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  quali- 
fied, Ac. 

House  of  RepresenUtives,  meeting  of  the 

report  on  the  contingent  expenses  of  the    - 

adjournment  of  the 

Hoye,  John.     (See  Beatty,  Charles  A.,  4<) 
Hughes,  James  A.,  a  bill  for  reUef  of,  read  twice, 
and  referred  ------ 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Hughes,  Samuel,  adverse  report  on  the  claim  of, 

read  twice,  and  referred 
Hunt,  Jeremiah  and  David,  and  W.  G.  Forman, 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -        - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in   - 
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Hnntcr,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of,  read  twice,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

I. 

Illicit  Introduction  of  Slaves,  on  motion  of  Mr. 

Whitman,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  was 

directed  to  report  such  information  as  he 

may  possess  in  relation  to  the 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in 

«P'J 

another  letter  from  the  same,  with  sundry 

papers 

Illinois,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Committee 
of  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  eipediency  of  esUblishing  addi- 
tional land  offices  in  the  State  of    - 
on  motion  of  the  same,  the  same  committee 
were  also  instructed  to  inquire  respecting 
the  surveyor  of  public  lands    - 
a  report  from  said  committee      -        -        . 
Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentuckj,  presented  a  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of,   relating  to 
pre-emption  rights,  referred    - 
a  bill  to  establish  additional  land  offices  in, 

read  twice 

the  Speaker  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of,  requesting  that  commis- 
sioners may  be  appointed  to  lay  out  a 
certain  road  therein  mentioned,  referred  - 
Mr.  Cook  presented  the  petition  of  the  same, 
praying  compensation  to  the  militia  of  the 

State 

a  bill  concerning  certain  claims  to  land  in 

the  State  of,  read  twice  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

a  bill  for  relief  of  cerUin  settleis  in,  read 

twice 

Importation  of  Goods  in  American  and  Foreign 
y^^*^l»,  a  letter  from  the  SecreUry  of  the 
Treasury  with  statements  of  the     - 
Imports,  bill  to  regulate  the  duties  on,  read  twice 
a  motion   to  instruct  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  report  his  opinion  on   the 
same,  laid  on  the  table  -        -        .        . 
bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 
read  the  third  time,  and  negatived 
memorial  of  the  Agricultural  Society  of  Vir- 
ginia, remonstrating  against  an  increase 
of  duties  on 

a  similar  memorial  from  merchanU  of  Salem 
a  similar  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  Philadelphia  -  -  .  . 
Imports  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to 
continue  in  force  the  act  supplemental  to 
the  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  du- 
ties on  

read  twice,  and  referred     -        -        .        . 
reported  with  an  amendment     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments  -....., 

M'*°  Z^*^''  '^P**'*  ^'°°^  ^^  Superintendent  of 
Indian  Tribes,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  bet- 
ter regulaUon  of  trade  with  the,  twice 

read,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     ... 
(See  Trading  Hotuet.) 
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Indiana,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estabUsb- 
ing  an  additional  land  office  in 
Infirmary  of  Washington.  Mr.  Kent  presented 
the  petition  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
referred  --..,* 

adverse  report  thereon  conctirred  in    - 
845    Insane  Persons,  a  bill  to  authorize  cerUin,  to  be 
placed  on  the  list  of  pensioners,  under 
8M  guardians,  read  twice     -        -        .        . 

Interest,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Slocumb,  the  Judi- 
904  ciary  Committee  were  instructed  to  in- 

quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  by 
law  for  die  recovery  of,  on   balances  ad- 
mittrf  to  be  due  by  receivers,  dec  - 
711     Internal  Duties  and  Direct  Tax,  a  let  ter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  sundry 
statements  relative  to  the         -         .         . 
Introduction  of  Slaves.  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York, 
submitted  a  reuolution  for  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting 
by  law  the,  into  the  Territories  west  of 
the  Mississippi        -         -         .         .         . 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 
Mr.  Sergeant  presented  the  petition  of  the 
American  Convention  on  the  subject  of 
the,  referred  to  the  same 
Mr.  Folger  presented  a  similar  petition  from 

the  Friends  of  New  England 
Mr.  Sergeant  presented  another  from  Penn- 

sylvania  

Mr.  Hazard,  of  Rhode  Island,  and  Mr. 
Rogers,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  simi- 
lar petitions  --.... 
the  committee  not  being  able  to  agree,  were, 
on  motion  of  xMr.  Taylor,  discharged,  and 
he  then  offered  a  re«>lution  to  appoint  a 
committee,  with  instructions  to  report  a 
bill  of  the  same  tenor  .... 
Mr.  Cocke  presented  the  memorial  of  the 

Manumission  Society  of  Tennessee 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on 
the  subject  of         .        .        .        -        -     __. 
Invalid  Pensioners,  a  bill  concerning,  twice  read  1716 
Invasion  of  Louisiana,  report  of  Mr.  Williams  on 
the  subject  of  losses  susUined  during  the, 
by  the  British 2491 
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Jackson,  Wilham,  Mr.  Sergeant  presented   the 
memorial  of,    in  behalf  of  the  surviving 
I     u     °^""  °^  '^®  Revoluuon,  referred  -        -     703 
Jackson,  George,  Mr.  Sloan  laid  before  the  House 

a  letter  from,  charging  Mr.  Herrick,  a  ^ 

member,  with  receiving  compensation  for 
his  services  in  procuring  a  peuMon  for 
Robert  Cue,  read 1951 

Johnson,  James  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  Ac.  -  704 
speech  of,  on  the  Property  bill  -  .  752,  756 
on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  same  indefi- 

•Vf^'y^   - 765, 774 

on  jMr.  Strother's  resolution  respecting  the 

finances         .        .        .        :    .     .        .     9ig 

on  the  Missouri  bill 1355 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  aaJee  at 

"*^*'on 3176,8198 


Page.  I 

Johnson,  Colonel  James,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke, 

the  Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  re- 

port  what  sums  of  money  have  been  paid 

to,  in  virtue  of  certain  articles  of  agree* 

ment,  Ac. 936 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  reply  1047 
Johnson,  James,  and  others,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Storrs,  the  Secretary  of  War  was  directed 
to  report  copies  of  contracts  heretofore 
made  with,  for  delivery  of  powder,  ice.   •  1451 
Jones,  James,  of  Virginia  was  qualified,  &c        -     702 
Jones,  Francis,  of  Tennessee  was  qualified,  &c.     702 
remarks  of,  on  the  Property  bill         -      751,  755 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same       -     773 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    -         •         .  1457 
Jones,  Fielding,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice     845 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1807 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1808 
Jones,  Charles  8.,  and  Richard  Buckner,  a  bill 

for  relief  of,  read  twice    -         .         .         .     928 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1807 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1809 
Jones,  John  M.,  the  Speaker  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  in  relation   to  a  new  invention 
to  catch  rats  and  mice    ....     939 

Journal  of  the  Convention  that  formed  the  Con- 
stitution, a  Message  from  the  President 
on  the  subject  of  the  -  -  .  .741 
Mr.  Warfield  submitted  a  resolution  for  the 
distribution  of  the  copies  of  the,  among 
members  not  before  supplied,  read  twice  -  751 
read  a  third   time,  and   referred  to  a  select 

committee 758 

reported  with  an  amendment,  and  again  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  ...     820 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    820 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment     .--.--.     904 
read,  and  concurred  in        ...         .     906 
Mr.  Pinckney  submitted  a  resolution  to  trans- 
mit a  copy  of  the,  to  each  surviving  mem. 
ber  of  that  convention,  read  twice   •         •  1948 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1951 
Judicial  System  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  Mr. 
Kent    presented  the    petition  of  sundry 
persons  praying  an  alteration  in  the,  re* 

ferred 1242 

Mr.  Kent  presented  another  petition  of  the 

same  character  ....  -  1454 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  further  to  amend  the  1807 
twice  read,  and  referred  -  .  -  .  1808 
a  report  recommending  non-concurrence     .  1823 

Judiciary,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit. 

tee  of  the 706 

said  committee  discharged  ...  2241 

Jurors  for  the  Circuit  Court,  Mr.  Warfield  sub* 
mitted  a  resolution  to  instruct  the  Judici- 
ary Committee  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  increasing  the  pay  of  the         >     741 
amended,  and  referred  to  sai^  committee    -     74 1 
a  report  from  the  Committee  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  on  the  subject  of        -         -   1674 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  Mr.  Little  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Washings 
ton,  praying  an  extension  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the,  referred        .        -        .        .  1064 
a  bill  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the,  twice 
read,  and  referred  -        -        -        -        -1671 


Justices  of  the  Peace — continued.  Page, 

bill  reported  without  amendment,  and  order- 
ed to  lie  on  the  table      ....  2341 

K. 

Kalb,  General  Baron  de,  Mr.  Lowndes  presented 
the  petition  of  the  children  of  the  late, 
referred 712 

Kendall,  Jonas,  of  Massachusetts  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat   -         -         .        .         -701 

Kenawha  and  Mason  counties,  Virginia,  an  ad* 
verse  report  on  the  petition  of  the  inhab- 
itanU  of 906 

Kent,  Joseph,  of  Maryland  was  qualified,  6cc    -    701 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  circuit  court  ....     786 
speech  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bill   .        .  1838 

Kentucky  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  Mr.  Ander- 
son submitted  a  resolution  authori^ng  the 
purchase  of  stock  in  the,  read,  and  com. 
mitted  -        -        -        .*       -        .        .  1739 

Kirby,  Samuel.     (See  Green,  Berrj/man.) 

Kermion,|Labedoyere  de,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 

for  the  relief  of,  twice  read,  and  referred   1574 

Kidnapping,  the  Secretary  of  State  communicated 
a  copy  of  the  act  of  the  Pennsylvania  Le. 
gislature  to  prevent         ....  1863 

King,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read     935 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ...  1807 

King,  Colonel  William,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, of  North  Carolina,  the  Secretary 
of  War  was  directed  to  lay  before  the 
House  the  proceedings  of  the  court  mar- 
tial on  the  laU  trial  of  -  -  -  .1863 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary,  transmitting  a 

copy,  referred 3179 

report  of  the  committee  read,  and  laid  on 
the  table 2234 

Kineey,  Charles,  of  New  Jersey  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 1365 

speech  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

the  Missouri  bill 1578 

on  the  revision  of  the  tariff        ...  2145 
on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at  auction        -  3176 
Kinsley,   Martin,  of  Mississippi,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

Konkopot,  Jacob,  and  others,  a  bill  for  relief  of, 

twice  read 1403 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         -         .  1807 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  1809 

returned  fixtm  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  agreed  to  -       ,  .         .         -         -  2178 

(See  Stockbridge  Indians.) 
Lake  Erie,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stevens,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  erecting  a 
lighthouse  on  the  southeast  coast  of,  near 
its  confluence  with  Sandusky  Bay        -  1065 
Lambert,  William,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Strother, 
the  memorial  and  papers  of,  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary         -     938 
(See  Longitude  of  the  Capitol.) 
Land  Bounty  Certificates,  Mr.  Cook  submitted 

a  resolution  respecting  -         -         -         -  1489 

Land  Claims,  in  Louisiana  and  Missouri,  a  bill 

supplemental  to  the  several  acts  for  the 

adjustment  of,  read  twice       ...     934 

indefinitely  postponed         ...  3314 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor     .  1698 
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Land  Claims — contina'ed.  Pace, 

bill  read  twice,  and  referred        -        -        .  1697 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        -  171! 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  3221 
Land  told  for  direct  Ux,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hooka, 
the  Judiciary  Committee  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing by  law  for  perfecting  titles  to    .         -     801 
Laoguille,  Francis  B.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

relief  of  -  .  -  .  .  .1596 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  .  .  .  1597 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 

ponement iggj 

Lathrop,   Samuel,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qual- 
ified, dec        701 

Laub.  Conrad,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read  2140 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         .  2242 

Law,  John,  and  Jonathan  Elliott,  a  bill  for  relief 

of,  read  twice  -         -         -         .         .  1047 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  _  .  i807 
read  tbe  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  .  1809 
Laws  of  the  United  Sutes,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Woodbridge,  the  Judiciary  Committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  causing  a  competent  number 
of,  to  be  distributed  within  the  Territory 

of  Michigan g^ 

a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  provide  for  the 

protection  of,  in  newspapers,  read  twice  -  1665 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1577 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         -         .   1690 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  2213 
read,  and  concurred  in       ...         .  2215 

Leather,  Mr.  Sil^bee  presented  the  petition  of 

sundry  mai;ufacturers  of,  referred  -         .     778 
(See  Manufaeturea.) 
Lefevre,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of,  twice  read,  and  referred     -         .         .  1635 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement     -.--..   1674 
Leiper,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 

liefof  ......  jyj3 

twice  read,  and  referred     -         -         .         .   1949 
reported  without  amendment     -         -         .  2009 
read  the  third  time,  and  referred         -         .  2243 
Levy,  Moses  Elias,  Mr.  Sampson  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         -         .         .         .1641 
an  adverse  report  concurred  in  -         -         -  1670 
Levy  Court  of  Washington,  on   motion  of  Mr. 
Cobb,  the  Committee  on  the   District  of 
Columbia  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the,  to  im- 
pose a  tax  for  buijding  a  courthouse,  &c.     779 
Library,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for 
appointment  of  a  committee  on  the,  con- 
curred in,  and  a  committee  appointed     -     706 
a  joint  resolution  permitting  the  use  of  the, 
to  the  SecreUry  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk 
of  the  House,  read  twice         ...  2053 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  2\%Q 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         .         .  2184 
Limiting  Sales  of  Public  Lands,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Walker,  of  North  Carolina,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of    .         -  1330 
the  committee  report  that  it  is  inexpedient  1451 
Lmcoln,  Enoch,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  -         -         -         -         .     701 

St*  '^*^^*  **^»  0°  ^e  resolution   concerning 
.if{  Mvolationary  pensions  -        -        -        .     747 
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Little,  Peter,  of  Maryland,  was  qualified,  dtc.  -     701 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  for  a  separate 
committee  on  manufactures    -         .         .     7O8 
Livermore,    Arthur,  of  New   Hampshire,  was 

qualified,  and  took  his  seat     -        .        .     701 
remarks  of,  on   Mr.  Taylor's  restrictive  re- 
solution ..._._      ygg 

on  Mr.  Taylor's  subsequent  resolution         -  804 

on  the  Maine  bill       -         -         .         .         .  334 

on  the  bill  for  benefit  of  deaf  and  dumb      .  886 

on  the  Census  bill    -        -         .        .        .  9^3 
on  tbe  Senate's  amendmenU  to  the  Maine 

^»''       :. 1406 

on  the  military  appropriations    -         -  1607, 1621 
on  tbe  District  Banks  bill  -         .         .   1^28 

on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General  Wilkinson   1836 
concerning  sales  at  auction        -         -         -  2195 
Loan,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  borrow 

two  millions,  read  twice  -         -         -   1837 

amended  by  increasing  the  sum         -         -  2203 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  2239 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  2244 

returned  with   amendments  by  the  Senate, 

and  a  conference  asked  ...  2247 

conference    agreed  to,   and  managers    ap. 

pointed 2248 

report  of  the  mansgers  concurred  in  -         -  2249 
Loans  of  Powder,  dec,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy, 

the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  was     " 
requested  to  inform  the  House,  what,  if 
any,  had  been   made  since  the  peace  to 

private  citizens,  dec 936 

a  message  with  a  report  from  the  Secretary 

of  War  in  reply 14Q4 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Strotber,  a  committee  of 

inquiry  into  the,  was  appointed      -         -   1464 
report  and  discharge  of  said  committee       -  1791 
Longitude  of  the  Capitol,  a  joint  resolution  au- 
thorizing  the  President  to  cause  astron- 
omical observations  to  be  made  to  ascer- 
tain  the,  twice  read         .         -         .         ,   i022 
Loring,  Nathaniel  Hale.     (See  CatUta.) 
Lost  Miliury  Land  Warrants,  a  bill  providing 

for  cases  of,  read  twice,  and  referred  -  906 
reported  without  amendment  ...  1847 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  1848 

Low,  Andrew,  &  Co.,  Mr.  Cobb  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         ....  1064 
Lowndes,  William,  of  South  Carolina,  was  qual- 
ified, dec, 704 

remarks  of,  on  the  subject  of  weights  and 

measures  ----..  726 
on  resolution  concerning  Army  executions  729 
on  postponing  Mr.  Taylor's  resolution  -  736 
on  the  Navy  deficiencies  -  -  .  .  789 
on  Mr.  Taylor's  second  resolution  -  .  802 
on  the  Navy  appropriations  -  .  .818 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  concerning  ac- 
countability           .  iQgg 

on  the  resolution  relating  to  the  widow,  dec, 

of  Commodore  Perry      -         .         -         _   1453 
on  the  disagreement  between  the  two  Houses 

on  the  Maine  bill 1553 

on  the  military  appropriations  ...  1621 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolution  concern- 
ing alienation  of  territory  .  .  -  1731 
on  the  Navigation  bill  ....  1834 
on  the  revision  of  the  tariff  .  .  -2116 
remarks  of,  on  tbe  Loan  Bill       2193,  2203,  2237 
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Lucas,  John  B.  C,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice  792 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  -  -  .881 
read  the  third  time,  and  negatived      -         -     882 

Lyman,  Joseph  8.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat 701 

Ljon,  Matthew,  the  Speaker  presented  the  me. 

morial  of,  referred  -        -        -        -        •     710 

Macksy,  James,  a  bill  for  relief  ot  twice  read  -  906 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  -  -  .  1807 
recommitted  with  instructions   .        -        -  1809 

M. 

Maclay,  William  P.,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qual- 
ified, dec       701 

Maine,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Convention  of,  to  be  admitted  as  a  State 
into  the  Union,  referred  -         -         -     704 

a  bill  providing  for  the  admission   of,  into 

the  Union,  read  twice  ...  -  749 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  848 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  849 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1404 
debate  on  tbe  amendments  .         .         -  1406 

amendmenU  ordered  to  be  printed      -         -  1410 
Mr.  Holmes  presented  a  represenUtion  for 

the  MassachuselU  members  -  .  -  1460 
the  House  disagreed  to  the  amendments  of 

the  Senate 1*67 

the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments       •  1652 
the  House  insisted  on  disagreeing   to  the 

whole  of  the  amendmenU  .  -  -  1556 
a  conference  agreed   to  and  managers  ap- 

poinUd 1676 

report  of  the  managers  agreed  to,  and  tbe 

bill  finally  passed 1589 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  esUblish  a  circuit 

court  in,  twice  read         ...         -     891 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         -         -         -  1662 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -  1672 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  apportion  the  Rep- 
resentatives  for  the   17lh  Congress  to  be 
elected   for  the  Sutes  of  MassachusetU 
and.  twice  read      ....         -  1697 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -1711 
Mallary,  Rollin  C,  Mr.  Rich  presented  the  peti. 
tion  of,  claiming  a  seat  in  the  House,  in 
the  place  of  Orsamus  C.  Merrill  of  Ver- 
mont, referred        -        -        -        -        -    710 
report  of  said  committee,  favorable  to  his 

daim -         -     860 

report  concurred  in,  and  petitioner  took  his 

Mat -.        -     901 

remarks  of,  on  the  miliUry  appropriations  -  1623 

Mandan  Villages,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the 

Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  report 

tbe  terms  of  contracU  for  transporUtion, 

dec,  to  the     .         -         -         -         -         -     892 

Manufactures,  appointment  of  a  standing  com- 

mittee  of 710 

Mr.    Baldwin,   of  Pennsylvania,   and   Mr. 

Ringgold,    of    Maryland,    severally    pre- 

sented  petitions,  praying  encoursgement 

of  domestic,  referred       ...         -     737 

Mr.  Buffum,  of  New  Hampshire,  presented 

a  similar  petition 739 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  the  same  -  -  740 
Mr.  Hibshman,  of  Pennsylvania,  the  same  -  748 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  same  -  -  757 
Mr.  Rogers,  of  Pennsylvania,  the  same       -     778 
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Manufactures,  Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  pre- 
sented a  petition  prsying  encouragement 
of  domestic,  referred       .         .         -         -     778 
Mr.  Meigs,  of  New  York,  Mr.  Case,  and 

Mr.  Maclay,  of  Pennsylvania,  the  same  -     791 
Mr.  Mason,  of  Massachusetts,  the  same     -     800 
Mr.  Baldwin  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Society  for  the  promotion 
of  domestic    -        -        -    '    -        -        -  1821 
(See  Domestic  Manufactures.') 
Maps  of  Sutes  and  Territories,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Anderson,  the  clerk  was  directed  to  pro. 
cure,  for  tbe  use  of  the  Committee   on 
Public  Lands  ...         -         -     939 

Marchand,  David,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat   -         -         -         -         -     701 
Marcus  Hook,  Mr.  Sergeant  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  merchanU  of  Philadelphia 
praying   the    construction   of    additional 

piers  at,  referred 921 

Marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Storrs,  the  SecreUry  of  tbe  Trea. 
sury  was  directed  to  report  a  sUtement  of 
the  amount  paid  to  the,  in  each  year,  for 
expenses  of  holding  courts      -         -         -     881 
report  of  the  SecreUry  in  reply  -         -     904 

Marshals,  Clerks,  and  Attorneys,  a  bill  to  repeal 
the  act  to  lessen  the  compensation  of,  read 

twice 1021 

Maryland    and  District  of  Columbia  Turnpike 
Company.  Mr.  Kent  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  persons  praying  a  repeal  of 
tbe  act  authorizing  the,  to  lay  out  a  cer- 
tain road,  referred  -        -        -        -        -    898 
Mason,  Jonathan,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quali- 
fied and  took  his  seat     -         -         -         -     701 
Masonic  Hall,  in  Washington,  Mr.  Kent  present- 
ed the  petition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  praying  authority  to 
raise  by  lottery  a  sum  sufficient  to  erect 

a,  referred -     800 

Mauri,  Everistc,  Mr.  Mei^s  presented  the  peti- 

tion  of,  referred 1°*^ 

Mausoleum  to  Washington,  Mr.  Ervin,  of  South 
Carolina,  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 

ing  a 1*''^ 

the  House  refused  to  consider  the  same      -  1799 

Medical  Department  of  the  Army,  a  bill  from  the 
Senate  further  to  regulate  the,  twice  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading         -         -  2172 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  2180 

Mcech,  Ezra,  of  Vermont,  was  qualified    -         -     736 
Meigs,  Henry,  of  New  York,  was  qualified         -     701 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the 

deaf  and  dumb      -         -        -         %    .  "     ®®^ 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  the  opponenU  of  the 

bill -     88/ 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Storr's  amendment  to  the 
Missouri   bUl  -        -         "     ^  "      .  '     ^" 

Melchior,  Isaac,  a  bill  for  the  reUef  of  the  heirs 

of,  twice  read  -        *        *        *        '     ??! 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -  lO"' 

read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  -        -  180» 

Mercer,  Charles  F.,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat    -         -         -         -     .    "     70a 
remarks  of,  on  the   resolution   concerning 

Army  executions  -        -        -        -        "    ZJi 
on  postponing  Mr.  Taylor's  resoluUon       -    786 
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Mercer,  Charle*  F continued. 

remark!  of,  on  the  Navy  Deficteney  bill 
on  Mr.  Tayior'a  second  resolution 
•peech  of,  on  the  naval  approphationa 
remarks  of,  on  the  Census  bill    - 


P»ge. 
-     788 

•  803 

•  812 
923 

on  printing  the  Journal  of  the  old  Congress  1048 
on  Senate's  amendments  to  the  Maine  bill  1480 


1813,  1827 
-  1900 


1243 

1364 

1390 

1699 

2243 

701 

710 

866 


on  the  District  Banks  bill 

on  the  Militia  bill 
Merchanu'  Bank  of  Newport,  a  bill  from  the 
Senate  for  the  relief  of  the    -        -        - 

twice  read  and  referred      .... 

reported  without  amendment     -        .        . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         . 

laid  on  the  table 

Merrill,  Orsamus  C,  of  Vermont,  was  qualified 

Mr.  Mallary  disputes  the  election  of  - 

reply  of,  to  Mr.  Mallary's  statements 

Mr.  Baker,  of  New  Hampshire,  presented 
the  memorial  of,  praying  time  to  collect 
evidence        ----..    ggg 

the  Committee  of  Elections  report  that  he 
is  not  entitled  to  a  seat,  and  the  same  be- 
ing concurred  in,  Mr.  Mallary  takes  hia 
place 

Merrill,  James,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Metcalf,  Thomas,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified     • 

speech  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bill 
Michigan  Territory,  a  bill  to  authoriie  the  Sec- 
reUry  of  Sute  to  cause  the  laws  of,  to 
be  printed  and  distributed,  twice  read     - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        . 
Military  Academy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon  the 
SecreUry  of  War  was  directed  to  report  a 
suiement  of  the  whole  amount  of  money 
expended  on  the  -        .        .        .        .     792 
letter  from  the  Secretary  in  reply       -         .  1021 
Mr.  C.  submitted  a  resolution  making  other 
inquiries!  concerning       -        -        .        . 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  trans- 
mitting a  report  from  the  Engineer  De- 
partment containing  the  rules  and  regu- 
lations of  the,  referred     .... 
on  motion  of  the  same  genUeman,  the  Com- 
naittee  of  the  Whole  were  instructed  to 
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Military  Serrice— continued. 

bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -        -        . 
read   the  third  time,  and  passed 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and   referred  -         -         .        .        . 

agreement  reported    -        -        -        .        . 

report  concurred  in 

Mr.  Cannon  submitted  a  resolution  instruct- 
ing the  Military  Committee  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  act 
making  provision  for  the,  during  the  late 
war,  to  orphans,  dec  -  -  .  . 
the  resolution  negatived  ... 

a  bill  making  appropriationa  fi>r  the;  for  the 
year  1820,  twice  read    -        -        .        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -         . ^ 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenU  1697 
amendments  and  bill  referred     -         -         . 
disagreement  reported,  and  concurred  in    - 
Senate  insisted   on  one    amendment   and 
asked  a  conference,  which  is  agreed  to, 
and  managers  appointed         -         .         . 
the  managers  report  a  non-agreement 
Militia,  appointment  of  a  select  committee  on  the 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,  the  said  committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  clothing  the,  when  called  into 

service  

on  motion  of  the  same,  the  same  committee 
were  further  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  improving  the  organnstion 
of  the 

a  bill  to  provide  for  clothing  the,  Ac.  read 

twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .         . 

a  Message  from  the  President  transmitting 

the  annual  abstract  of  the         -         .         . 

Miller,  George.     (See  Converge,  Daniel.) 

MUIer,  Christopher,  a  bUl  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice  ----...  ggg 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  -  .  i807 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  1808 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
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inquire  into  the  expediency  of  abolishing 
the        ----... 

the  said  committee  reported  that  it  was  in- 
expedient to  do  so 

a  bill  concerning  the,  twice  read,  Ac 

Military  Establishment,  a  bill  regulating  the, 
twice  read,  Ac 

MiliUry  Fortifications,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Can- 
non, the  Military  Committee  were  in- 
stracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
reducing,  or  entirely  stopping  the  - 

Military  Peace  Establishment,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  was  directed  to  report  the 
aggregate  amount  of  the,  for  each  year 
since  1815,  distinguishing  the  grades  - 
report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply 
another  report  from  the  same  on  the  subject 
of  the    -        .        .        .        .        .    •' 

MiUtary  Service,  a  bUl  making  partial  appropri- 
aUons  for  the,  for  the  year  1820;  twice 
read      •        •        .        _ 
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read,  and  agreed  to 2140 

I  MUne,  Alexander,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of 

read  twice,  and  referred     .... 

Minors,  Mr.  Walker,  of  North  Carolina,  offered 
a  resolution  to  allow  bounty  land  to,  under 
certain  circumstances,  which  the  House 
refused  to  consider  -     '  . 

Mint,  a  Message  from  the  President,  with  the 

report  of  the  Director  of  the     - 
sundry   statements    from    the   Treasury   in 

relation  to  the        -        .        .        .        .  jgjQ 
Mississippi  Stock,  documents  showing  the  out- 

sUnding,  and  interest  thereon         -         .  2405 
Missouri,  on  moUon  of  Mr.  Scott,  the  several 

memorials,  Ac,  relating  to  the  admission 

of,  into  the  Union,  were  referred  to  a  select 

committee 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of,  to  form  a 

consUtuUon,  Ac,  read  twice  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        - 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1675 
after  considerable  debate,  all  concurred  in  -  1688 
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Missouri,  the  Speaker  presented  sundry  petitions 
praying  that  the  Territory  of,  may  be  di- 
vided, referred 800 

Mr.  Scott  presented  the  remonstrance  of  the 
Mount  Zion  Baptist  Association,  against 
the  interference  of  Congress  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  constitution  of  -  •  -  848 
Mr.  Hardin  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Kentucky,  of  a  similar  char- 
acter      933 

Mohiccan  Indians,  a  bill  confirming  the  title  of 

the,  to  certain  lands,  read  twice      -        -  1463 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ...  1807 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 1807 

the  third  reading  negatived         ...  1865 
Molasses,  memorial  of  sundry  merchants  and  dis- 
tillers of  Boston,  on  the  subject  of  the  im- 

porUtion  of 2410 

Mouell,  Robert,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  Ac     701 
Moore,  Robert,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 

auction 2199 

Moore,  Samuel,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

Morgan,  Charles,  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 

the  Generid  Land  Office  on  the  claim  of    881 
Morton,  Marcus,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quali- 
fied, Ac. 701 

Moscley,  Jonathan  O.,  of  Connecticut,  was  quali- 
fied, Ac        701 

remarks  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bill         -  1828 
Murray,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

Muskatri,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  pay- 
ment to  be  made  for  certain,  impressed 

into  the  service 904 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....     906 
reported  with  amendments         ...     934 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  1698 
McCarty,  Edmund,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of,  read  twice         ....  1888 
McComas,  Josiah  H.,  and  wife.      (See  Willis, 
Henrtfy  of  whom  they  were  representa- 
tives.) 
McCoy,  William,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  Ac.     702 
remarksof,  on  the  Property  bill  .         -         -     755 
on  the  military  appropriations     -         .         .  1621 
on  the  DUtrict  Banks  bill          -         -         -  1830 
McCreary,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, Ac         -     702 

McCullough,  Hugh,  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of 791 

McDonald,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice 726 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         -     751 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         •     758 
McGlassin,  late  major  in  the  Army,  the  Speaker 

communicated  a  letter  from    -         .         -     938 
McGrew,  John,  Richard  Cravat,  Hardy  Perry, 
and  Beley  Cheney,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

read  twice 1169 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  ...  1821 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •  -  -  1822 
Mclntire,  Ann,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice  1594 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  -  -  -  1821 
read  a  third  time,  and  referred  -  -  -  1822 
indefinitely  postponed        .        -        -        -  I860 
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Mcintosh,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  •    876 

a  third  reading  negatived  ....     928 

McLane,  Louis,  of  Delaware,  was  qualified,  Ac.     701 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    -        •        •  1138 

on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  Maine 

bill 1409 

on  the  revision  of  the  tariff        ...  2093 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 
auction 2199 

McLean,  Olney,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified,  Ac     703 

remarks  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bill         -  1813 

speech  of,  on  the  Land  Sales  bill        •        •  1893 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 

auction  ......  3196 

McNair,  Matthew,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of   1913 

twice  read 1948 

McNeil,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief, 

of,  read  twice,  and  referred     -         .         -  1674 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement       1674 

McRae,  Alexander.  (See  Johnson^  James,  and 
others.) 

N. 

National  Road,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks,  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  ware  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
continuing   the,    from   Wheeling   to  St. 

Charies 1632 

National  University,  Mr.  Hill,  of  Massachusetts, 

submitted  a  resolution  respecting  a        -     780 
considered,  and  negatived  ...     781 

National  Vaccine  Institution,  a  bill  to  incorporate 

the,  read  twice -    891 

Naval  Commanders,   a  bill  to  prevent,  from  ac- 
cepting presents,  Ac,  from  any  foreign 
powers,  read  twice         .         -         -         -  2156 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -        -  2173 
Naval  Establishment,  Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  re- 
solution for  reducing  the         ...  1594 
Navigation,  a  bill  concerning,  twice  read  -        -  1330 
a  bill  from  the  Senate,  supplemenUry  to  the 

act  concerning,  read  twice,  and  referred  -  1822 

reported  without  amendment      ...  1836 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .        -  2240 

Navy,  appointment  of  a  select  committee  on  the     707 

a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  making  appro- 

prialions  for  the,  for  the  year  1819,  read 

twice 741 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -     839 

read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  .         -        -     830 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Queries,   the  committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  reducing  theexpenues  of  the     -  '860 
the  committee  report  tliat  it  is  inexpedient  2156 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary,  with  a  statement 

of  the  contingent  expenses  of  -         -  1064 

a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the,  for  the  year  1820,  read  twice,  and 
referred  ...--.  1136 

reported  with  sundry  amendments  •  -  1595 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  1597 
Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  submitted 

a  resolution  respecting  the      -         -         -  2143 
a  bill  respecting  the  enlistment  of  seamen 
for  the,  read  twice  ...        -  2239 
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N»»y  Commtnioneri,  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  inquiry  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  modifying  the  act  creating  the 
Board  of,  reported  its  inexpediency 

Navy  Hoapitai  Fund,  two  reaoluliona  presented 
by  Mr.  Silabee,  in  r^ation  to  the,  were 
adopted  --.... 

annual  report  of  the  CommiMionera  of  the  1330 

Navy  Penaion  Kund,  a  letter  from  the  Comrais- 
aionera  of  the,  read         >         .         .         . 

Neale,  Raphael,  of  Maryland,  was  qualified 
Nelaon,  Jeremiah,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quali- 
fied       •         -..... 

Nelaon,  Hugh,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified  - 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Foot's  resolutions 
Neppea,  Abraham.    (See  Godz,  Frederick.) 
New  Orleans  custom-house,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate to  provide  for  building  an  addition  to 

the 

read  a  first  time         •        .        .        .        . 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
New  York,  the  Speaker  presented  a  letter  from 
the  SecreUry  of  8ute  of,  enclosing  a  cer- 
tificate of  election,  dec,  referred  to   the 
Committee  of  Elections  ... 

Newaom,  Joshua,  Peter  Cook  and  Jamea  Kobb, 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Newspapers,  the   usual  order  given  for  the  sup- 

ply  of 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Pindall,  the  SecreUry  of 
Bute  was  directed  to  report  a  list  of,  in 
which  the  laws  are  ordered  to  be  published 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  in  reply  . 
(See  Laws  of  the  United  StatCM.) 
Newton,  Thomas,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  Ac 
remarks  o{,  on   the  resolution  to  separate 
the  subjecu  of  Commerce  and  Manufac 
tures,  by  appointing  a  committee  for  each 
on  the  military  appropriations    -         .         . 
in  explanation  of  the  bill  to  impose  a  new 
tonnage  duty  on  French  ahips,  Ac 

Niagarafrontier,  Mr.  Rich  submitted  a  resolution 
instructing  the  Committee  of  Claims  to 
prepare  and  report  a  bill  providing  for  the 
distribution  of  a  sum  of  money  among 
the  sufferers  by  the  general  conflagration 
committed  by  the  enemy  on  the 
Nicholls,  John.  (See  Harding,  John,  J^c.) 
North  Carolina,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Slocomb,  the 
President  of  the  United  Sutea  was  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  the  House  the 
progress  made  in  the  survey  of  certain 
parts  of  the  coast  of        .... 

a  message  from  the  President,  with  the  in- 
formation asked  ibr         >         -         . 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the  ex 
pense  of  surveying  part  of  the  coast  of, 
read  twice     ---.,. 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         . 

another  bill  from  the  Senate  declaring  the 
Mwnt  of  Congress  to  cerUin  acts  of  the 
Sutc  of,  twice  read  and  referred      -         -  1888 

reported  without  amendment      ...  i899 
Norton,  Daniel  D.,  report  of  the  SecreUry  of 

War  in  the  case  of         -        .        .        .  1391 
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-  2245 


Notes  under  five  dollars,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mer- 
cer the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  prohibiting  the  circulation 
of,  within  the  said  Diatrict      ... 


718 


740 


-  1065 


-  1574 


1863 
2202 


O. 

O'Bannon,  Jennings,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

relief  of  -•--..  1137 

read  twice         .         .         >         •         .         .1169 
read  the  third  time  and  passed  ...  1791 

O'Brien,  Richard,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of,  read  twice  and  referred  -         -   1888 
reported  without  amendment     ...  ms 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed           .         .  2243 
Ocean  Steamship  Company,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate granting  cerUin  privilegea  to  the       -   1592 
read  twice         -.-.-.  1997 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  S093 
read  a  third  time  and  recommitted      .        .2140 
the  committee  discharged  ....  2248 
O'Connor,  John,  a  bill  from   the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of  the  legal  represenUtives  of-         .  1451 
read  twice,  and  referred      -         .         .         .  1454 
reported  without  amendment     ...  1484 
recommitted      --....   1549 
reported,  read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed     -  1701 
Ocracock  Inlet,  on    motion   of  Mr.    Sloan,  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  erecting 

a  lighthouse  at 1695 

Oflice  under  authority  of  the  United  States,  Mr. 

Cobb  submitted   a   resolution    to  amend 

the  Constitution  so  as    to  prohibit  sny 

Senator  or  Representative  from  holding, 

during  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected, 

read      -..._.. 

read  a  second  time,  and  committed      - 

Ogden,  Thomas  L.,  and  others,  a  bill  firom  the 

Senate  for  relief  of         -         -         .         . 

read  twice,  dec.  ..... 

Ohio,  a  bill  to  alter  the  place  of  holding  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes  CourU  from  Chillicothe  to  Co- 
lumbua  in,  read  three  times  and  paaaed  - 

a  Messsge  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  with  documents,  showing  thst  the 
act  respecting  the  northern  and  western 
boundaries  of,  has  been  executed,  read     • 

the  Speaker  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Governor  of,  enclosing  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  and  a  resolution  asking  a  do- 
nation of  land  to  enable  kaid  State  to  form 
a  navigable  canal  between  Lake  Erie  and 
the  river        .•-... 
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a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  the  ap- 
pointment of  commissioners  to  lay  out  a 
canal  therein  mentioned  ... 

twice  read,  and  referred     -         .         .         . 

reported  without  amendment  ... 
Ohio  Company's  Purchase,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Campbell  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
Were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  by  law  for  obtaining 
a  copy  of  the  plans  and  field-notes  includ- 
ed  in  the        ...... 

an  uniaTorable  report  firom  said  committee  - 
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Congress,  a  reeolotion  by  Mr.  Storrs  to 
print  the  secret  journal  of  the,  was  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee    ...   1064 

reported  with  an  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table 1064 

(See  Journal  of  Old  Congrese  and  Secret 
Journal. ) 
Ontario,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  was  directed  to  give  cer- 
.tain  information  concerning  the  comman- 
I      der  of  the  frigate,  dec.  ... 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
with  documents  in  reply  -  .  . 
Orphans'  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
Mr.  Kent  presented  the  petition  of  the 
judges  of  the,  praying  increase  of  com- 
pensation, referred  .... 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  increase  the  al- 
lowance to  the  judges  of  the  ... 

read  twice         ...... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Ouachita,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bntler,  the  Com. 
mittee  of  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  con- 
firming to  the  inhabitants  of,  their  claim 
to  a  certain  piece  of  land 
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Pancoast,   William,   a   bill   for   relief  of,    read 

twice 1711 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         -         .1810 

Paper,  Mr.  Fuller  presented  a  petition  from 
MsssachuaetU,  praying  that  a  apecific 
duty  may  be  laid  on  foreign,  referred       •     739 

Parker,  James,  of  Msssschusetts,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  sest 701 

Parker,  Severn  E.,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified    -     702 

Paacagoula,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establiah- 
ing  a  port  of  entry  at  the  mouth  of        -  1639 

Pasquier,  Chsrles  Henry,  and  othera,  (Swiaa 
emigrants,)  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of,  concurred  in    -        -        -        -  1590 

PatenU,  report  of,  iasued  in  1819,  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War 881 

Patridge,  Alden,  Mr.  Rich  presented  the  memo- 
rial of,  referred       .....  1674 

Patterson,  William,  and  othera.  (See  St.  Do- 
mingo.) 

Patterson,  Thomas,  of  Pennsykania,  waa  qual- 
ified, dec       ......     701 

Payment  ipx  property  destroyed  by  the  British, 
papers  communicsted    by  the  Secretsry 
of  War  in  relation  to  the  execution  of 
the  act  to  authorize        ....  2482 

Payne,  John,  a  report  recommending  rejection 

of  the  petition  of 882 

Pearl  River,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establish- 
ing a  port  of  entry  at  the  mouth  of  -  1594 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  the  dis- 
trict of 1833 

twice  read,  and  referred     ....  1837 
reported  without  amendment     -         -         .  1887 

Peck,  Uarmanus,  of  New  York,  was  qualified     701 
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PelleU,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  1596 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  1^97 

the  committee  recommend  indefinite  poet* 
ponement      ......  1674 

Penrose,   Clement  B.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  Hwice 

read 792 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        .    881 
third  reading  negatived      ....    882 
Penaions  and   Revolutionary  Claims,   appoint- 
ment of  the  standing  Committee  of        -     705 
the  committee  discharged  -         -         .         .  2234 
Pensions,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  re- 
lation to,  improperly  granted  >         -     929 
Pennsylvania,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  alter  the 
times    for    holding    the    United    States 
Court  for  the  Western  district  of   •        -  1170 
twice  read,  and  referred    -        •        •        .1218 

Peoria,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  the 

inhabitants  of,  read  twice       -         -         -  2214 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  2234 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        .  2242 
Perkins,  Samuel  G.     (See  St.  Domingo.) 
Perry,  Hardy.    (See  McOrrw,  John.) 
Perry,  Oliver  H.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes 
the  Naval  Committee  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending 
to  the   widow  of,  the  provisions  of  the 
law  for  widows  of  naval  officers,  dec.      .  1462 
Mr.  Randolph  proposed  a  substitute,  that 
provision  be  made  by  law  for  the  aupport 
of  the  widow  and  education  of  the  chil. 
dren  of  the  late,  which  was  adopted,  and 
a  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill   1453 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  family  of  the 
late,  read  twice,  dec.       ....  1641 

Perry,  Margaret,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  ^wice  read  1819 
Petitions  of  Right,  dec,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pin- 
dall, the  Judiciary  Committee  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing  by  law  for  the  prosecution 
of  suits  in  the  nature  of        -         -         -     713 

Pettibone,  Daniel,  Mr.  Folger  presented  sundry 
depositions  going  to  show  that,  is  not  the 
inventor  of  the  art  of  welding  cast  steel 
to  iron  -.--..-    849 

Pettit,  Peter.    (See  Cavalier,  Anthony.) 

Phelps,  Elisha,  of  Connecticut,  was  qualified    -  701 

Philson,  Robert,  of  Pennsylvania,  waa  qualified  757 
Piatt,  John  H.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of,  twice  read,  and  referred    ...  1822 
reported  without  amendment     ...  2009 
ordered  to  a  third  reading-         .         .         -  2172 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        -  2180 
Pinckney,  Chsrles,  of  South  Carolina,  was  qual- 
ified, dec.        -         -         -         -         -         -  702 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  to  print  the 

secret  journal,  dec.          -         -         -         -  lO&S 

in  explanation  -..-.-  1057 

on  the  Miasouri  bill 1310 

on  printing  the  journal  of  the  Old  Congress  1628 

Pindall,  James,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  dec.  702 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  accommodate  the 

circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  766 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill   ...  1265 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

Savannah  aufferers          ....  1806 

on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General  Wilkinson  1836 
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Pirtcy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Butler,  the  Judiciary 
Committee   were   inatmcted   to    inquire 
what  further  provision  ia  neceMary  to  de- 
fine and  punish  the  crime  of  -        -        .  1877 
•  \k\\  to  continue  in  force  the  act  to  protect 
commerce  and  punish  the  crime  of,  read 
twice     ------.  1588 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  the  same  effect, 

read  twice  and  referred  -        .        .  2053 

reported  with  amendment*        .        -        •2310 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  2231 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  2236 

Pitcher,  Nathaniel,  of  New  York,  was  qualified, 

and  took  bis  seat 701 

Pleasants,  James,   of  Virginia,  was  qualified, 

and  took  bia  seat   •        -        .        .        .     702 
the  Speaker  presented  the  resignation  of  -     727 
Plumer,  William,  jr.,  of  New  Hampshire,   was 

qualified,  tec. 701 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    -         -         -  1412 
Point  Coupee,  Mr.  Butler  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana,  pray- 
ing the  grant  of  a  lot  for  a  seminary  at, 

referred 1655 

adverse  report  thereon       -        .        .        .  2206 

Postage,  Mr.  Phelps  submitted  a  resolution  on 

the  subject  of 939 

Post  Office  Department,  Mr.  P.  also  submitted  a 
resolution  concerning  the  accounts  of  the, 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  991 
Post  Office  Establishment,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
in  addition  to  the  act  regulating  the,  read 
twice  and  referred  ....  1574 

reported  without  amendment      ...  1588 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        .  1595 
Post   Offices   and  Post  Roads,  appointment  of 

the  standing  committee  on     •        -        -     705 
a  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain,  read 

twice 2206 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •  -  2207 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  2231 
read  and  concurred  in        •         •         .         .  2236 

Post  Roads,  a  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain, 

twice  read 1 774 

Potter,  Polly,  report   of  the  Paymaster  General 

on  the  petition  of,  referred      -         .         .     933 
Preemption,  a   bill   from   the   Senate  granting 
rights  of,  to  certain  settlers  in  Ohio,  twice 

"«<i 1900 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  2234 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         •  2242 

President  of  the  United  States,  appointment  of 

the  usual  committee  to  wait  on  the  •     703 

report  of  the  same     .....     704 
resolutions  to  refer  the  annual  message  of    706 
Presque  Isle,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy  in  relation  to  the  harbor  of,  referred     924 
Prevost,  Solomon,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of 1833 

twice  read,  and  referred     -         .         .        .  1837 
Printers  of  Books,  the  petition  of  the,  of  Phila- 
delphia, praying  that  an  additional  duty 
may  be  laid  on   books  imported       -         •  2333 
Private  Land  Claims,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  on 705 

the  committee  discharged  .        .        -        .  2241 
Privateer  Pension  Fund,  report  of  the  Secretary 

of  the  Navy  on  the        •        .        .        .  1692 
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3545 
850 
851 


-  1590 


Private  Claims,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fuller,  the  Jo- 
diciary  Committee  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  by 
Uw  for  the  settlement  of         -        -        . 

Privateering,  Mr.  Ross  presented  a  memorial 
from  Ohio  praying  that  measures  may  be 
adopted  to  abolish  the  practice  of,  refer- 
red         737, 

report  of  the  committee  thereon 
committee  discharged        .... 

Privilege,  Mr.  Randolph  having  moved  a  qaes- 
tion  of,  which  the  House  refused  to  con- 
sider, submitted  a  resolution  to  expunge 
so  much  of  the  37th  rule  as  related  to  the 
reconsideration  o{  a  vote 

Prizes,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Shaw,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  was  directed  to  report  the 
amount  received  from  the  two  per  cent, 
deduction  from  the  sale  of,  for  the  benefit 
of  distressed  seamen       •        .        .        . 

Property  lost  in  the  Seminole  war,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Cannon,  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
payment   for 

a  bill  to  that  effect  twice  read     .         -         . 

the  third  reading  negatived         ... 

Mr.  Gross  submitted  a  similar  resolution 
embracing  Pittsburg       -         -         .         . 

considered  and  negatived  .... 

Mr.  Foot  submitted  a  resolution  directing 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  report  the  man- 
ner of  execution  of  the  former  act  to  pay 
for         -•--..        . 

the  Secretary's  report  in  reply    ... 

Protection  to  Manufactures,  memorial  of  the  Con- 
vention at  New  York  praying  measures 
for 

memorial  of  the  American  Society  for  2293, 

memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Middletown, 
Connecticut,  for     -         -         •         -         - 

memorial  of  the   Pennsylvania  Society  for 
PubUc  Buildings,  appointment  of  a  select  com- 
mittee on  the         ..... 

a  Message  from  the  President  transmitting 
the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the    - 

report  of  the  select  committee  on  the 

the  committee  discharged  ... 

Public  Debt,  statement  of  the   .... 

detailed  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury showing  the  state  of  the 
Public  Expenditures,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  on   - 
Public  Lands,  appointment  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee on       •        •        -         .        .        . 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  change  the  mode 
of  disposing  of  the,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred     

reported  with  amendments         ... 

amendments  disagreed  to,  and  the  bill  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Purkill,  Jacob,  Mr.  McLean  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 

an  adverse  report  thereon  .        .        - 

read,  and  agreed  to    - 

Q. 

Quarles,  Tunstall,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified,  dice.    703 
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RtToiiiUooary  War— continaed.  Vtgu 

bill  returned  from  the  Senate  with  amend- 
ment!, and  concurred  in         -        -        . 

a  bill,  (reported  b^  the  committee  a«  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  bill  first  mentioDed  above,) 
in  addition  to  the  act  to  provide  for  cer- 
tain persons  in  the  land  and  naval  service, 
Ac,  read  twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  . 
UMa,  John,  of  Tennessee,  was  qualifiedr&c.   - 

spaadi  of;  on  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
propertj  bill 

remarks  o^  on  Mr.  Tajlor's  natrictiTe  reso- 
lution ----... 
on  nrinting  the  Journal  of  the  Old  Congress  1059 
on  Mr.  Foot's  resolution  -  -  .  .  1175 
ftch  o^  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolution  respect- 
ting  alienation  of  territory  •  -  .  1775 
on  the  District  Banks  bill  -  ,  -  -1831 
on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  2170 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 

auction 

Bka,  Benry,  report  of  the  Secretaiy  ai  Sute  on 
the  petition  of,  as  attorney  for  sundry  mer- 
chants, read 

(See  St.  Domingo.) 
Bich,  Charies,  o(  Vermont,  was  qualified,  Ac.  - 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    - 
Kichards,  Mark,  of  Vermont,  was  qualified,  Ac 
Richmond,  Jonathan,  of  New  York,  was  quali- 
fied, Ac        .-..._ 
Binggold,  Samuel  of  Maryland,  was  qualified, 

and  took  bis  seat 

Koad,  a  bill  from  tbe  Senate  to  authorize  the  ap- 
pointment of  commissioners  to  lay  out 
a  certain,  therein  mentioned  -        -        . 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         .        -         . 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  • 
Boads  and  Canals,  appointment  of  a  select  com- 
mittee on 

discharge  of  said  committee       ... 

Robertson,  George,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat    -         -         .         .         1 

remarks  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bill        . 

on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General  Wilkinson  1834 


3197 


1877 

701 

1394 

701 

701 


Russia,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  SUte  in  rela- 
Uon  to  tbe  petition  of  Eliphalet  Loud, 
setting  forth  claims  agaii*st    - 


Sale  or  Forfeiture  of  Lands,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Hendricks,  the  Committee  of  Public  Lands 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  suspending  the  act  continuing 
the,  Ac  -  . 
(See  Forfeiture.) 
Sales  of  Public  Lands,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robert- 
son, the  Committee  of  Public  Lands  wei« 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipediencr 
of  allowing  a  credit  on  - 

Mr.  Campbell  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry mhabitanu  of  Ohio,  in  relation  to. 
referred ' 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  making  further  pro- 
vMion  for,  read  twice,  and  referred  - 

reported  with  amendments         ... 

amendments  not  agreed  to,  and  bUl  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Sampson,  Gabriel,  of  Massachusetta,  was  quali- 
fied, Ac.        -        -        .        _        . 
Sands,  Austin  L 
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(See  Steveru,  Ebenezer.) 
Sawyer,  Lemuel,  of  North  Carolina,  was  quali 
ned,  Ac         -         -         -         .         . 


739 


939 

1936 
1650 

1896 
1901 

701 


1676 


701 


remarks  of,-6ii  his  resolution  concerning  ot 
fioers  of  customs     -         -         .         .         .  jQyg 
SchiefBin,  JaAib,  and  Henry  H.,  Mr.  Meigs  pre- 
j  sented  the  petition  of,  which  was  referred 

I  to  the  Secretary  of  Stale         -         .         .     757 

2202  '  «^  fepwt  of  eaid  officer  thereon,  referred        .     906 
2205  )  ^***'  ''**°°'  <^«'«K*»«  from  Missouri,  was  quali- 
2213  I  fi*<*>  Ac. 


-  2244 

708 
2241 


702 
1825 


speech  of,  on  the  Land  bill 
Robertson,  Thomas  C,  and  Thomas  Shields,  ad- 
verse report  on  the  petition  of        -        . 
Rock  Creek  Church,  a  bUl  authoriaing  the  sale 
'     of  a  part  of  the  glebe  of,  twice  read 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passied 
Rodriguez,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of,  twice  read  -         -         -        .        . 
R«g*rs.  Thomas  J.,  of  Pennsylvania  was  quali- 
fied, Ac        --.... 
Rolide,  Pierre  Denis  de  la,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate for  relief  of,  twice  read     -         .        . 
Rose,  Thomas  R.,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified  - 
Roles  and  Orders,  the  adoption  of     .        -        . 
Mr.  Little  aubmitted  an  amendment  to  the 
Mr.  Pindall  did  the  same  -         •         .         . 
coo^idtrcd  and  negatived  -         -         .         . 
**' Jpfndes  submitted  an  amendment  to 

Rose,  John  of  Connecticut,  was  qualified,  Ac  - 

*WM^  JoMthan.  correspondence  oi^  with  the 

Swedish  Guveroment    -        -        .        . 


remarks  of,  on  postponing  Mr.  Taylor's  res- 

olotion  -        -        -        .        .. 

speech  of,  on  the  Miasouri  bill    .        .         '. 

Secret  Journal  of  the  Old  Congress.  Mr.  Strother 

submitted  a  resolution  to  print  the,  read 

twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        '. 

(See  Old  Congreu.) 


-     703 


7.16 
1491 


1046 
1618 


1513 

1663 
1672 


1S66  !  Seminole  War,  report  of  Mr.  Storrs  on  the  pe- 
,  titions  for  payment  for  losses  sustained 

-  3306  '  in  the  -         -. 

I  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  the  offi- 

1033  i  c«»  Ac  who  served  in  the    • 

1831  I  read  twice 

1833  j  I***!  on  the  table Jg^j 

report  on  the  subject  of  borses  lost  in  the  -  3537 
1848    Sergeant,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  quaUfied 

I  and  took  his  seat  -  .        ,        1    701 

701  I  •pooch  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill   -        -        -  1173 

I  remarks  o^  on  the  Senate's  amendmenu  to 

the  Maine  bill 1408 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 
auction 


1848 

703 

703 

704 

1023 

1634 

1557 
701 

3364 


3174 

SetUe,  Thomas,  of  North  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, dtc 701 

•psech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  coUec- 
UonofduUes,  Ac  -        .        -        -1262 

onaw,  Henry,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quaUfied, 

ft.         "*^..^^  his  seat 701 

onaw,  UasU,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of, 

agreed  to 945 


Page. 
Shawneetown,  a  bill  to  authorize  tbe  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Land  Office  to  umit  pay- 
ment of  certain  instalments  on  lots  in, 

read  twice 719 

a  third  reading  negatived  -        -        •        -    849 

Shields,  James,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read    -  1588 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         -  1831 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -  1822 

Shields,  Tbomss.     (See  Robertson,  Thomtu  C.) 

Shipley,  Ether,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice    -     800 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •         -         -  .  822 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    893 

returned  from  the  Senste  vrith  amendments  1356 

read  and  concurred  in       -        -        -        •  1382 

Sholes,  Captain  Stanton,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read 

twice 848 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1807 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1808 
Bhnte,  John.    (See  Harding,  John.) 
Sick  and  Disabled  Seamen,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate to  provide  for,  read  twice,  and  referred  1900 
reported  with  amendments        ...  1948 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •         •         -  2239 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended  2242 
the  Senate  agreed  and  disagreed  •  -  2246 
the  House  insisted  on  one  amendment  and 

receded  from  the  rest     ....  2247 
memorial  of  tbe  Governors  of  the  New  York 
Hospital  in  relation  to  the  case  of  -         -  3543 

Silsbee,  Nathaniel,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qual- 
ified, Ac 701 

speech  of,  on  the  reviaion  of  the  tariff         -  1987 
remarks  of,  on  tbe  bill  concerning  sales  at 
auction 2176 

Simkins,  BIdred,  of  South  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied. Ac 702 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  sroendments  to 

the  Maine  bill 1407 

speech  of,  on  the  military  appropriations    -  1607 

remarks  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bill  -  1829 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Cobb's  amendment  to  the 

Constitution 1856 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  Isnd  titles  2211 

Simpson,  James,  Mr.  Mcseley  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred   -         -         -     .    .         -     933 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  thereon       -  1450 
Sinking  Fond,  annual  report  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  tbe,  transmitted       ...  1114 
copy  of  said  report     .         .         .         .         •  2363 
Skinner,  Joseph  M.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

read 991 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1807 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  1809 

Slavery,  Mr.  Meigs  submitted  a  preamble  and 

resolutions  concerning   -        •        -        -1113 

Mr.  Foot  offered  resolutions  on  the  subject 
of,  in  tbe  Territories      -         -         -         -  1171 

proceedings  and  memorial  of  the  people  of 
Newport 2452 

proceedings  and  memorial  of  tbe  people  of 

Hartford 2457 

Slave  Trade,  a  Measagc  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  in  relation  to  the,  re- 
ferred     741 

Mr.  Cuthbert  submitted  a  resolution  con- 
cerning the    -..---     925 

agreed  to,  and  referrad  to  a  committaa        •    936 


Slave  Trade — continued.  Paga. . 

a  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  Preaideot 
to  negotiate  with  foreign  Powers  00  the 
means  of  abolishing  the  African,  read 
Iwica 9316 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  3386 

Sloan,  John,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified,  Ac   •        -    703 
speech  of,  on  the  Land  bill        ...  1889 
Slocumb,  John  of  North  Carolina,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  sest   -        .        .        -        .    704 
remarks  of,  on  the  military  appropriations  -  1607 
Smart,  Robert,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Woodbridg^ 

the  claim  of,  was  referred       ...  1696 
Smith,  James  S.,  of  North  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, Ac.        702 

remarks  of,  on  the  Census  bill    .         .         •     938  - 
on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the  Maine  bill  14<M 
on  the  bill  for  rdief  of  the  Savannah  sa^ 

ferers 1808 

speech  of,  on  the  propose<l  amendment  of 
the  Constitution  as  it  regards  Electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President  -         -  1908 

Smith,  Bernard,  of  New  Jersey,  was  qualifiMi, 

and  took  his  seat  .        .        •        .        .    701  ' 

Smith,  Samuel  of  Maryland,  was  qualified,  Ac  701 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  touching  Army 

executions 737 

on  Mr.  Trimble's  resolutions  ...  746 
on  the  Property  bill  ....     761, 775 

on  the  Navy  deficiency  bill         ...  788 

on  Mr.  Taylor's  restrictive  resolution  -  803 
speech  of,  on   the  appropriations  for  the 

Navy 804 

remarkJs  of,  on  Mr.  Strother's  resolutions  / 

respecting  the  finances  ....  917 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Slorr's  amendment  to  the 

Missouri  bill 940 

remarks  of,  on  taking  up  the  appropriation 

bills 1676 -J 

on  tbe  military  appropriations  •  -  -1616 
on  tbe  fortifications  .....  1630 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General  Wilkinson  •  1834 
on  sales  at  auction  .....  3174 
on  the  Loan  bUl        -        3185,  2193,  2198,  2338 

Smith,  Ballard  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  Ac   •    703 
Smyth,  Alexander  ol  Virginia,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  -  •  •  -  .703 
remarks  of,  on  Army  executions  •  -  738 
speech  of,  on  tbe  Property  bill  ...  776 
on  Mr.  Taylor's  amendment  to  tin  Misaoari 

bill 993 

on  the  military  appropriations'  .        •        .  1636 
Smyth,  Richard,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 

liefof 1W3 

twice  read,  and  referred     ....  1997 
reported  without  amendment      ...  3009 
read  tbe  third  time,  and  passed  ...  3248 
Southard,  Henry  of  New  Jersey,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat    -         -         -         -         -    701^^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  Indian 
trading-houses        •        -        •        -        -  1390 

South  America,  Mr.  Clay  submitted  resolutions 

respecting  Ministers  to  -        •        -        •  1781  , 
debate  on  the  resolutions  ....  8338 
the  first  resolution  providing  for  Ministers 

to,  carried »339 

the  remaining  resolationa  withdrawn         •  3330 
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8p«iD,  Mr.  Floyd  submitted  a  resolution  asking 
information  concerning  the  extent  of  ter- 
ritory  ceded  by  the  treaty  with 
tb«  resoiation  negaftred  .... 
Mr.  Reid  submitted  a  resolution  of  inquiry 
concerning  the  sUte  of  our  relations  with, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations  -         .         -         . 

report  of  said  committee  thereon 
a  .Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 

States  on  the  tame  subject     -    .     - 
another  Message,  with  sundry  documents 

in  relation  to  the  treaty  with 
another  .Message,  transmitting  letters  from 
the  Minister  at  Madrid  -  -  .  . 
Sptnish  Spoliations,  on  moUon  of  Mr.  Cobb,  the 
President  was  requested  to  furnish  any 
information  he  may  possess  in  relaUon  to 

claims  for 

a  Message  from  the  President  in  reply 
Spence,  Groeme  Keith,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twic« 

read 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

eprifg,  Jenifer  T.     (See  Deputy  Surveyors.) 

Standing  Committees,  appointment  of  the  - 

State  Papers,  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  authorizing 

subscription  to  certain  volumes  of.  read 

twice 

considered,  and  amended  -        .        .        I 
•Bd,  on  motion,  indefinitely  postponed 
Bute  Universities,   Mr.  BuUer,  of  New  York, 
•ubroitted   a   resoluUon,   instructing  the 
Comroittee  of  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into 
the  exiH-diency  of  granting  to  each  Sute 
a  tract  of  land  for  endowment  of    - 
•greed  to,  and  referred  accordingly     - 
report  that  it  is  inexpedient 
SUtistical  Accounts  of  Commerce  and  Naviga 

Uon,  report  containing   ... 
Statue  of  Washington,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  tJ 
remit  th«  duUes  on  a,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred   ----... 
reported  without  amendment    ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Steele,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read 

ordered  to  a  third  r^ing  -         -        .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment    --...__ 

read,  and  concurred  in      -        >        .        . 

Stenographers,  Mr.  Pindall's  motion  concerning 
negatived       -         -         -         .         .         1 
Stavens,  James,  of  Connecticut,  waa  qualified    - 
speech  of,  on  the  Senate  amendmenu  to  the 
Missouri  bill  - 
Bterens,  Ebeneier,  and  AueUn  L.  Sands,  a  bill 
from  the  Senate  for  relief  of,  twice  re«l, 
and  referred  -         -         .         .         . 

reported  without  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  ubie  .... 
Stewart.  Susannah,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read' 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Sjockbrjdge  Indians.  (Bee  K^^fikopot,  Jacob,  «fe.) 
Stone,  Urnry  R.,  of  New  York  wss  qualified    - 
remarks  of,  on  executions  in  the  Armr 
on  the  Property  bill  -         .         .         .         . 
on  his  moUon  for  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  same        .....        .     ^^^ 
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Storrs,  Henry  R.— continued. 

remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Cannon 
on  the  Nary  Deficiency  bill 
speech  of^  on  the  Appropriation  bill 
on  bis  amendment  to  the  same  - 
on  the  Maine  bill 


Page. 
-    764 

•  78« 

•  808 

•  8S6 

"         "         "         •     843 
on  bis  resolution  to  print  the  secret  journal  1062, 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Pinckney   -        .        .        .  {JS 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  amendmenU  to 

the  Maine  bill j  .^_ 

on  the  appropriaUon  for  fortifications  .'  1623  i 

on  pnnUng  the  secret  journal      .        .        -1627 
on  the  Senate  amendmenu  to  the  Militarr  ' 

appropriations  -  -  -  .  .  1794 
on  the  bUl  concerning  sales  at  auction  2174,2196 
on  the  Loan  bUl  .         .         .         .2192.22^4 

Street.  Randall  A.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified/ 

and  took  his  seat    -        -        .        . 
Strong,  William,  of  Vermont,  was  qualified.  Ac* 
8  rong,  James,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  &c. 
Strother,  George  F.,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat    -         .         .         .         . 
remarks  of,  on  executions  in  the  Army        l 
on  the  Circuit  Court  bill    -        .        .      783  794 
on  his  resolution  respecting  the  finances     -  '  917 
•peech  of,  on  printing  the  secret  journal,  Ac  1065 
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in  reply  to  Mr.  Storrs 

on  the  Senate  amendments 

bill         -        .        .        .        _        ^ 

a.   „''*"«/,/"»"'' '"«?ning  hi,  seat  -         I         I 

Stull  and  Williams,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  the 

Secretary   of  War  was  directed  to  repOrt 

copies  of  any  agreement  with,  relatire  to 

a  loan  of  powder,  &c     -         .         .         . 

(See  Loan*  of  Potoder,  «f-c.) 

Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  appointment  of 
a  select  committee  on  the 

Supreme  CourU  (See  lUpott.  of  Decisions  in 
lite.) 

SuTTi^ing  Officers  of  the  ReroluUoo,  a  bill  for 
relief  of,  read  twice         .... 
first  section  struck  out        .        . 
Swartwout,  Robert,  a  bill  from  the  Seaate  for 
relief  of  ... 

read  twice,  and  referred      - 
reported  without  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Sweden,  documenU   in  relation   to 

against  --•... 

Swiss,  the  Speaker  presented  the   peUUon  of  a 
company  of,  referred       -         -         -         . 
committee  discharged  .... 

St.  Charles,  Missouri,  the  Spesker  presented  a 
letter  from  the  trustees  of  the  town  of,  re- 
"Pecting  the  commons,  referred 
St.  Domingo,  report  of  the  SecreUry  of  State,  on 
sundry  claims  for  indemnity  for  spoliaUons 
committed  by  the  authorities  of  . 
the  report  in  full,  on  the  peution  of  Samuel 
t».  Perkins,  and  others    . 
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Tariff,  the  Speaker  preaented  a  peUUon  from 
Pennsylvania,  praying  «uch  a  revision  of 
Uie,  as  to  encourage  manufactures,  r»- 
lerreu  »  .  .  .  ^  ^  .711 
Mr.  Edwards,  of  Connecticut,  presented  ■ 
■tmilar  petition,  reforred         -        .        -712 
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ariff — continued.  Page. 

Mr.  Eddy  presented  a  petition  of  the  ladies 

of  Rhode  Island,  referred         ... 

f    Mr.   Sergeant  presented  a  petition  of  the 

Philadelphia  Chamber  of  Commerce 

Mr.  Tyler,  of  Virginia,  presented  a  counter 

memorial        ...... 

a  comparative  view  of  the  existing 
'arr.  Christian,  of  Pennsylvania  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat     •         .  •  1     - 

'aylor.  John  W.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 

|j    remai^  o(  on  the   reaolution  concerning 

army  executions 

remarks  of,  introductory  of  his  restrictive  res- 
olution  .......     733 

on  the  resolution  allowing  bounty  Und  to 
minors  ....... 

on  his  second  resolution  restricting  slavery  . 
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speech  of,  on  his  motion  to  amend  the  Mis- 
souri bill .     950 

'ennallytown,  Mr.  Warfield  presented  a  petition 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia.  praying  a  repeal  of  the  act  author, 
ixing  a  turnpike  from  Georgetown  to       -  1626 
^erm  of  Office,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  limit  the, 
in  certain  cases,  to  four  years,  read  twice, 
and  referred   .         -         -         -         -         -2214 
reported  without  amendment      ...  2230 
rerrill,  George  W.,  of  Georgia,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 703 

Perritorial  Government  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, Mr.  Whitman  submitted  a  reaolution 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of    •         •     794 
resolution  negatived  >         >         .         .         .     800 
Thanks  to  the  Speaker,  on  motion  of  Mr.  War- 

field,  a  vote  of 2250 

Three  per  Centum,  a  bill  to  provide  for  paying 
to  Illinois,  on  the  proceeds  of  land  ulea, 

Ac.,  read  twice     ^ 1381 

romlinaon,  Gideon,  of  Connecticut,  waa  qnaU* 

fied,  and  took  his  aeat    ....     701 
Tompkina,  Caleb,  of  New  York,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  scat 701 

Topographical  ReporU,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cook, 
the  Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to 
report  the  several,  respecting  the  practi. 
cability  of  connecting  the  waters  of  Illinois 
river  with  Lake  Michigan  ...  733 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  in  reply  .  -  801 
referred  to  the  Committee  on   Roads  and 

Canals *       .        .    845 

Townsend,  Peter.     (See  Johruon,  James,  Ac.) 
Tracy.  Albert  H.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified. 

and  took  his  seat   -        .        .        .        .    701 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 

auction 2175 

Trade  with  the  Indian  Tribes,  report  on  the  pe- 

tition  from  St.  Louis  on  the  subject  of    .     891 
Trading-Houses,  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  for  a 

further  time  the  act  eaublishing,  read  twice  1290 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1330 
Transfar  of  Appropriations,  the  Speaker  present- 
ed a  letter  from  the  SecreUry  of  W  ar.  with 

a  atatement  of  the 890 

Transportation  of  Baggage,  Ac,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Cocke,  the  MiliUry  Committee  were 
instracted  to  inquire  into  and  report  the 
allowances  made  to  officers  of  the  Army     750 
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Treasury  Department,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 
the  better  organisation  of  the  • 
read  twice,  and  referred     .... 

reported  without  amendment      ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  DepartmenU,  a  biU 

'  in  addition  to  the  several  acU  esUUishing 

and  regulating  the,  read  twice 
bill  recommitted        ..... 

reported  with  amendmenU        ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed- 
Trimble,  David,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified,  dec. 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  touching  army 
executions     ...... 

speech  of,  dn  his  resdution  relating  to  draw- 
backs, Ac.     --.._. 
on  the  Navy  appropriations        -        .        . 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolf^'s  motion  re- 
specting accountability  -    •    -         .  1067, 1069 
on  the  miliUry  appropriations    ...  i6f4 
speech  of.  on  Mr.  CUy's  resolution  respect- 
ing alienation,  Ac.  ....  1755 

on  the  Loan  bill         -        -        -        .        .  2185 
Tucker,  George,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  Ac.    702 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    .        .        .  16S5 
Tucker,  Sterling,  of  South  Carolina,  waa  quali- 
fied, Ac.        -.-...    702 
Two  Milliona,  a  bill  aatborizing  the  President  to 

borrow,  read  twice  -         .         .         .  1837 

amended  by  increasing  the  amoiut    -        .  2803 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  2239 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  2244 
(See  Loan.) 
Tyler.  John,  of  Virginia,  waa  qualified,  Ac       •    702 
remarks  of,  on  the  claim  of  Samuel  G.  Ai- 

■ms Tsg 

speech  of,  on  the  Misaouri  bill    -        •        -  160 
on  the  revision  of  the  Uriff        ...  ifQf 
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Uffington,  Thomas  8.,  Mr.  Wendover  presented 
the  petition  of        -        -        •        .        . 
Unauthorizisd  Levies,  report  of  Mr.  Storrs  on  the 
subject  of       .        ...         -        . 
three  thousand  copies  of  the  report  ordered 
to  be  printed  ----.. 
Unexpended  Appropriations,  Mr.  Lowndes  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  on  the  subject  of 
considered,  and  agreed  to  - 
Uniform  Militia,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  eeUb- 

liah  a,  read  twice   -        -        -        .        .  1617 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        -  1912 

Uniform  System  of  Bankruptey,  memorial  of  the 
merchanto  of  Boston  on  a       - 
memorial  from  merchanu  of  New  York 
United  Agricultural  Society  of  Virginia.    (See 

Imports.) 

Unlocated  Claims  to  Land,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 

iiersoos  holding  confirmed,  read  twice     - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •         -        .        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  ... 

Unproductive  Post  Routes,  report  of  tiie  Poet 

master  General  of  - 
Unsatisfied  Warranu,the  Coramittee  on  Private 
Land  Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire 
eonceraing,  to  the  Virginia  line 
report  thereon   ...... 
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UDMttled  Balances,  a  letter  from  the  Comptrol- 
ler, with  a  list  of  - 
Upham,  Nath'l,  of  N.  Hampahirr,  wai  qaallfied 

V. 
VftcdnatioD,    Mr.  Kent  pre«ente<l  the  petition 
of  an  aaaociation  friendly  to,  praying  an 
act  of  incorporation,  referred 
copy  of  the  memorial  on  the  subject  of 
Van  Cleef,  John  M.    (See  Deliele,  Anthony.) 
Ytn  Renaeelaer,  Solomon,  of  New  York,  was 

qaalified 

"^^n    Swearingen,  Thomaa,   of  Virginia,   was 

qaalified 

Vaiae,  Ambrose,  a  bill  for  relief  of^  read  twice  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  patted  ... 
Vesteltof  War,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  aatbor- 
ixe  the  building  of  a  ceriaio  number  of  . 
twice  read,  and  referred     .         .         -         . 
reported  with  amendments         ... 
read  the  third'time,  and  patted 
Vincennes  District,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain 
settlers  in  the,  read  twice       ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading           ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in  - 
Vining,  Charles.     (See  Cadets.) 
Virginia,  Mr.  Floyd  submitted  a  resolution  con- 
cerning the  western  district  of        -        - 
on   motion   of  Mr.  Pindall,  the  Judiciary 
Committee   were   instructed  to   inquire 
into  the  expediency  o(  altering  the  time 
for  holding  the  circuit  court  in  the  west- 
em  district  of        •         .         -         •        . 
a  bill  to  that  effect,  twice  read  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Vreeland,  Nicholas,  a  bill  from   the  Senate  for 
relief  of  the  heirs  of,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred     877 

reported  without  amendment     ...     898 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1698 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -  1701 

W. 

Walker,  Felix,  of  North  Carolina,  was  qaalified 

remarks  of,  on  limttiog  the  quantity  of  land 

for  sale  ...... 

Walker,  Darid,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified 

the  death  of,  announced  by  Mr.  Queries 

resolutions  consequent  thereon  ... 

Wallace,  Jamea,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qaalified 

War  Department,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  o(, 

asking  four  additional  clerks  for  the  ser- 

f  ice  of  the,  referred        .... 

(See  Clerks.) 

Ward,  Samuel,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of,  read  twice,  and  referred    - 

report  recommending  rejection  -        .        . 

Warfield,  Henry  R.,  of  Maryland,  was  qualified 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  accommodate  the 

circuit  court 715 

on  the  bill  for  benefit  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  885 
speech  of,  on  printing  the  Secret  Journal  •  1062 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  military  appropriationa    ...  1789 
on  the  Diatnct  Banks  bill  -        .         1812,  1824 

«D  sales  at  auction 2176 

introducing  his  motion  for  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  Speaker 2460 
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Washington,  Mr.  Kent  presented  the  petition  of 
the  Mayor,  <kc.  of,  praying  the  renewal  of 
acU  concerning,  which  expire  on  the  4th 
of  March,  referred  -         .         .         . 

a  bill  to  incorporate  the  city  of;  and  to  re- 
peal all  former  acts  for  this  purpose,  read 
twice . 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  farther  to  amend  tha 
charter  of,  read  twice     .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

another  bill  from  the  Senate  to  incorporate 
the  inhabitants  of,  &c.  .... 

twice  read,  and  referred     .... 

reported  with  amendments        ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  . 

read  the  third  time,  and  patted,  at  amended  2202 

the  Senate  disagree  to  the  amendments,  and 
a  conference  is  agreed  upon  ... 

report  of  the  managera,  concurred  in  • 

Washington  Turnpike  Road  Company,  a  bill  to 
repeal  certain  parU  of  the  act  authorizing 
them  to  extend  their  road,  &c.,  read 
twice     -.-.... 

Ways  and  Means,  sppointment  of  the  commit- 
tee of   - 
report  of  said  committee    -         -         .         . 

Webster,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read     - 

WeighU  and  Measures,  Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachu- 
setts, submitted  a  resolution  on  the  subject 
of,  but  withdrew  it  at  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Lowndes,  that  the  SecreUry  of  Sut« 
had  the  matter  under  consideration 

Wells,  Mary,  Mr.  Kent  presented  the  petition  of 
sundry  inhabitanU  of  Annapolis  on  behalf 
of  referred    --.... 

Wells,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice 

ordered  tu  a  third  reading  -         -         .         . 
read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted    . 
reported  and  laid  on  the  table     ... 

West  Quoddy  Head,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hill  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provi- 
ding a  bell  near  the  lighthouse  on,  Ac.  - 

Western    Depot,   Mr.  Cook   submitted   sundry 
resolutions  in  relation  to  a     - 
the  House  refused  to  consider  it         .        - 

Western  Roads,  the  same  gentleman  submitted 
a  resolution  concerning  ... 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means 

Whale  Fiaheries,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Strong,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  encouraging  native 
Americans  engaged  in  the      ... 

Wheaton,  Joseph,  the  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of,  was  referred   to  the  .\ttorney 

General 

letter  firom  that  officer  thereon  ... 

White,  William,  a  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  Sutes  transmitting  a  report 
from  tha  Secretary  of  State  concerning 
the  imprisonment  of,  at  Buenos  Ayres    • 

White  River,  Mr.  Hendricks  presented  a  peti- 
tion on  the  subject  of  obstruction  to  the 
navigation  of         ..... 

Whitlock,  Ambrose,  adverse  report  on  the  peU> 

tioo  of,  agreed  to 866 
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Whitman,  Exekiel,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quali 
fied,  dec         -        -        -        -    .    • 
remarks  of,  on  Revolutionary  pensions 
on  the  bill  to  accommodate  the  circuit  court 
speech  of,  on  his  resolution  for  territorial 
government  of  the  District  of  Columbia  - 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Barbour     .        .         -         - 
on  the  Maine  bill       .        .        .        .        • 
remarks  of,  on  the  ratio  of  represenUtion   - 
on  the  Senate  amendmenU  to  the  Maine  bill  1407 
speech  of,  on  the  revision  of  the  tariff         -  1998  j 
Wilcox,  Richard,  a  bill  authorizing  the  SecreUry 
of  State  to  issue  lettere  patent  to,  read 

twice -        • 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  the  same  effect     • 

read  twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Wile,  Conrad.     (See  Melchior,  Isaac.) 
Wilkinson,  James,   Mr.  Rankin  presented  the 
memorial  of,  referred      .         -         -         - 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice      - 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ~         '.         * 

discussed,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Williama,  Jared,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  Ac. 
Williams,  Elisha  W.     (See  Beatty,  Charles  A.) 
Williama,  James.     (See  Gooding,  John.) 
WilUama,  Lewis,  of  North  Carolma,  was  quali- 
fied, Ac.         ....-• 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Gross's  resolution  con- 
cerning Pituburg  losses  -        -      724,  725 
on  his  resolution  concerning  executions  in 

the  army        - 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Smith        -        -        -        • 
on  the  claim  of  S.  G.  Adams 
on  the  military  appropriations    - 
on  the  Navigation  bill        -        •         -         ' 
speech  of,  on  hit  Navy  resolutions      - 
remarks  of,  on  the  Loan  bill       - 
WilUams.  John  S.,  the  Speaker  presented  a  let- 
ter from,  explanatory  of  the  loan  of  powder 
to  the  firm  of  Stull  &  Williams,  Ac       - 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  same  subject 
Willis,  Henry,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
lentativet  of,  twice  read  .         .         - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  '        *      v" 

read  a  third  time,  and  ordered  to  he  on  the 

table      .        - 

tdt«B  up,  and  paased  -        -         "         * 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenU, 

and  agreed  to         -         -         '       . '  o     " 

WinUr,  Elisha  and  WUliam,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 

aU  concerning       .        .        -        -        - 

twice  read,  and  referred     -.,-,."      .  ' 

committee  discharged,  and  bill  laid  on  the  ^^^^ 

Withere,  TTiomat  C*  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read    1659 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -  J»*^ 

read  the  third  time,  and  patted  -        -  i^"^ 

returned  from  the  SenaU  with  amendmenU  220i 

conaidered,  and  aurced  to  -         -         " 

Wood,  Silat,  of  New  York,  wat  qualified,  &c.  - 

Woodbridge,  W.  W..  delegaU  from  Michigan, 

wat  qualified,  Ac.  -        -        '    .    ' 

Worthington,  Gad.  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  referred  - 

reported  without  amendment     "        '        ' 
read  the  third  time,  and  rejecUd 


1464 


77^' 


Worthington,  Thomaa,  a  letter  from  the  Comp- 
troller correcting  a  misUke  in  the  balance 
reported  againtt 

Y. 

Yeat  and  Nayt,  on  indefiniU  postponement  of 

the  Seminole  bill    -         .         -         -         - 

on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  Elec- 

tiont  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Mallary     -        -    906 
on  postponing  the  Missouri  bill  -         -     988 

on  commiuing  the  SenaU  amendmenU  to 

the  Maine  bill        -        -        -        -        -  l*W 
on  disagreeing  to  certain  amendmenU  of    • 

theaame        -        -                          .1456,146*. 
on  disagreeing  to  the  compromise      -        -  1467 
on  insisting  upon  disagreement           -         -  1663- 
on  insisting  on  all  other  amendmenU         •  1664 
on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Stonrs  to  the  Mis- 
souri bill 

on  Mr.  Taylor's  restriction 

on  another  amendment  by  the  aame  - 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  Missouri  bill     - 

on  final  passage  of  the  same 
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1664 

1666 
1666 
1667 
1672 
on  concurring^with  the  SenaU  amendment 

to  the  same 1^*6, 1587 

on  amending  the  rules  and  orders      -         -  1593 
on  the  amount  of  appropriation  for  fortifi- 
cations -•'*".'," 
on  the  sppropriation  for  the  Military  Acad- 
emy      -        -        -        •    .    " 
on  the  approprUtion  for  pensions 
on  the  appropriation  for  the  Cumberiand 

road      *'■.',       J        *        " 
on  rejecting  the  bill  for  said  road 
on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Bar- 

olutionary  Pension  bill   -         -         - 
on  the  indefiniU  postponement  of  the  SenaU 

bill  respecting  the  Seminole  war     -        - 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  concerning 

the  publication  of  the  laws      -         -         • 
on  amending  the  bill  to  provide  for  certain 

persons  engaged  in  the  Und  and  nav^ 

aervice  in  the  Revolutionary  war     1706,  17W 
on  p*)8tponing  the  bUl  to  amend  the  Revolu 

tionary  Pension  act  ... 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  tame  - 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  biU  for  relief  of 

Delisle  and  others  -        -         '      .  '  ^,    ' 
on  the  indefiniU  postponement  of  the  Ua»- 

linc  bill  -        -   _   "        "       J*       ." 

on  disagreeing  to  the  SenaU  amendmenU 

to  the  MUiury  Appropriation  bdl- 
on  postponing  the  DUuict  Banks  bUI 
on  recommitung  the  same  -  -  • 
on  atriking  out  a  secUon  of  the  Revolution- 
ary Pension  bill  -  -  ;  '  * 
on  discharging  the  CommitUe  of  the  Whole 
from  the  Tariff  biU  '  ^    ',      '      / 

on  the  third  reading  of  Mr.  Cobb*t  am^- 

ment  to  the  Constitution 
on  Mr.  Lowndes's  resolution  relating  to  qi»n- 

ufactures       -        -        -        "        "    »^ 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  concenung 

the  Mohiccans       -        "       .1.       " 
on  a  motion  concerning  the  Uriff 
on  amending  the  Land  bill        -        -        - 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same        -        - 
on  amending  the  bill  for  clothing  the^A^  ^^ 

my       .       .       •       •       *  » 
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Public  Acts  and  Resdutiom. 


Pvblic  Acts  and  Resolutions. 


I 
1 


Tetf  and  Nays — continaed.  Page, 

on  postpooiog  the  Tariff  bill  to  next  session  2137 
on  reducing  the  salt  duty  -  -  -  -  2138 
on  a  call  for  the  previous  question  -  -  2139 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  Importation  bill  2139 
on  recommitting  the  same  -         -         -  2154 

on  postponing  the  same  to  next  session  -2155 
on  the  final  pnssage  of  the  same  •  -  215.'i 
on  striking  out  the  first  section  of  the  Du 

ties  bill 

on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Auc 

tion  bill 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same 
^     on  reconsidering  the  last  vote     - 
on  the  filial  passage  of  said  bill  • 
on  reconsidering  its  passage 
on  postponing  it  to  next  session 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  fixing  the 

time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress 


2171 

2178 
2178 
2183 
2184 
2201 
3201 


-  2221 


Yeas  and  Nays— continued.  Page. 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  resolution  con- 

cerning  revolutionary  pensions  •  -  2223 
on  laying  on   the  table  the  resolution  re> 

specting  the  slave  trade  ...  2236 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  building 

small  vessels  of  war        ....  2239 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  Navigation  bill  2240 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  lay  out  a 
rosd 3244 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  Loan  bill  •        •  2344 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  better 
organization  of  the  Treasury  Department  2249 
Yellow  Stone  River,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke, 
the  Military  Committee  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  and  report  the  objects  of 
, :    ,        the  expedition  ordered  to  the  mouth  of  the     760 
1!,  report  of  the  committee  thereon         •        -     848 
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PUBLIC  ACTS  AND  RESOLUTIONS. 


\ 


Abstracts  of  Land,  an  act  to  authorize  the  Gov. 
emor  of  Illinois  to  obtain  certain,  for 
eertsin  public  offices      ....  2626 

Additional  Naval  Force,  an  act  to  amend  the 

act  authorizing  the  employment  of  an     •  2621 

Alabama,  an  act  establishing  a  district  court  in  2576 
resolution  declaring  the  admission  of,  into 
the  Union 2627 

Alabama  and  Illinois,  an  act  to  establish  addi- 
tional land  offices  in       -         •         -         -  2585 

Arkansas,  an  act  authorizing  the  appointment  of 
a  register  of  public  lands  and  receiver  of 
public  moneys  in  •         •         -         -         -  2565 
an  act  relative  to       -         -         .         >         .  2578 

B. 

Banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  an  act  con- 
cerning the    2584 

C. 

Cahokia,  an  act  confirming  the  proceedings  of 
the  inhabitants  of,  in  laying  out  a  town, 

Ac. 2584 

.  Canton,  an  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  thirteen 

sections  of  land  lying  within  the  district  of  2591 

Capitol,  an  act  making  further  appropriations 
for  continuing  the  work  upon  the  centre 
building  of  the,  &c.        ....  2574 

Census,  an  act  to  provide  for  taking  the  fourth  2559 

Chippewa  and  Kickapoo  nations,  an  act  making 
appropriations  to  carry  into  effect  the 
treaties  concluded  with  the     ...  2620 

Clerks,  an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  fixing 

the  compensation  of       •         -         .        -  2550 
an  act  to  increase  the  number  of,  in  the 
Department  of  War  •        -        •2131 

Columbian  Institute,  an  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  2585 

Congress,  an  act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next 

meeting  of 2597 

D. 

'DtAtienej  of  Nary  appropriation,  an  act  making 

appropriations  to  supply  the  -        •        •  3651 


Page. 
Detroit,  an  act  to  revive  the  powers  of  the  Com-      ^ 

missioners   for   the    adjustment   of  land 

claims  in  the  district  of  -         .        .  2586 

an  act  to  annex  certain  lands  to  the  district 

of 2692 

Dutrict  of  Columbia,  an  act  to  alter  the  time  of 

holding  the  courts  in  the  ...  2591 

Documents,  an  act  authorizing  the  transmission 

of,  free  of  postage  .....  3549 

F. 

Foreign  Armed  Vessels,  an  act  designating  the 
ports  within  which  onlj,  shall  be  permit- 
ted to  enter 2615 

Foreign  Commerce  of  the  United  States,  an  act 
to  provide  for  obtaining  accurate  state- 
menu  of  the 2561 

Forfeiture  of  Lands,  an  act  further  to  suspend 

the  sale  or 2666 

French  Ships  and  Vessels,  an  act  to  impose  a  new 

'  -■       tonnage  duty  on     .        .        .        •        .  2619 

G. 

General  Post  Office,  an  act  to  provide  for  repair- 
ing the  roof  of  the,  and  to  procure  a  fire        ^ ' 
engine  -..----  2631 

Government,  an  act  making  appropriations  for 

the  support  of,  for  the  year  1820     -         -  3667 
an  act  in  addition  to  the  above  ...  2636 

L 

Imports  and  Tonnage,  an  act  to  continue  in  force 
the  act  supplementsi  to  the  act  to  regu- 
late the  collection  of  duties  on         -         -  3676 

Isles  of  Shoals,  an  act  to  authorize  the  erection 
of  a  ligbihoose  on  one  of  the,  near  Ports- 
mouth, dec. 2633 

J. 

Journal  of  the  Convention  which  formed  the  Con-      ' 
stitution,  a  resolution  for  the  further  dis- 
tribution of  the 8637 

another  resolution  for  the  distribution  of  cer- 
tain copies  of  the  -        .        -        -        -  3638 


K. 

Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  a  resolution  giving 
the  consent  of  Congress  to  a  compact  be- 
tween, for  the  settlement  of  their  bound- 
ary line 

L. 

Land  Claims  in  Louisiana,  an  act  supplementary 
to  the  several  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  - 

M. 

Maine*  an  act  for  the    admission  of,  into  the 

Union • 

an  act  establishing  a  circuit  court  in  - 

an  act  apportioning  the  representation  for  - 

Medical  Department  of  the  Army,  an  act  further 
to  regulate  the       .        -        -        - 

Michigan,  an  act  to  cause  the  laws  of,  to  be  print- 
ed and  distributed  .... 

Military  Service,  an  act  making  partial  appro- 
priations for  the 

an  act  making  appropriations  for  the  year 
1820  for  the 

Militia,  an  act  to  establish  a  uniform  mode  of  dis- 
cipline, &.C.   ...--- 

Missouri,  an  act  for  the  admission  of,  into  the 
Union • 

N. 

Navigation,  an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  con 
cerning  ..... 

Navy,  an  act  in  addition  to  the  act  making  appro 
priations  for  the  support  of  the 
an  act  making  further  appropriations  for 
the 

New  Orleans  Custom-House,  an  act  to  provide 
for  building  an  addition  to  the 

O. 

Ohio,  an  act  altering  the  place  for  holding  the 
United  States  courts  in  - 
an  act  granting  to  the  State  of,  the  right 
of  preemption  in  certain  cases 

Orphans'  CourU  of  Washington  and  Alexandria, 
an  act  to  increase  the  allowance  of  the 
judges  of  the  .        -        -        -        - 


Page. 

Publication  of  the  Laws,  an  act  to  amend  the  act 

to  provide  for  the 2591 


2628 


2588 


2654 
2565 
2574 

-  2584 

3578 

3549 

2574 

2592 

2555 


-  2616 


-  2549 


2565 


.  3636 


2554 


.  2627 


2583 


Redemption  of  Land  sold  for  Direct  Taxes,  an 
act  extending  the  time  for  the 

Reserration  of  Public  Lands  for  naval  purposes, 
an  act  to  amend  the  act  making     - 

Revolutionary  War,  an  act  in  addition  to  the  act 
to  provide  for  persons  engaged  in  the  land 
and  naval  service  of  the  United  States  in 
the        ....... 

an  act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  the  act 
to  provide  for  persons  disabled  by  known 
wounds  received  in  the,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses      

Road,  an  act  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners to  lay  out  the  road  therein  men- 
tioned   ..---- 


-  3590 


.  3620 


3683 


3614 


-  3617 


S. 


Secret  Journal  of  Congress  under  the  Articles  of 
Confederation,  a  resolution  to  authorize 
the  publication  of  a  part  of  the 

Supreme  Court,  an  act  to  continue  in  force  the 
act  to  provide  for  reports  of  decisions  in 

the 

T. 

Term  of  Office,  an  act  to  limit  the,  of  certain  offi- 
cers therein  mentioned  .        -        -        - 

Three  Millions,  an  act  to  authorize  the  President 
to  borrow 

Trading-Houses  with  the  Indian  Tribes,  an  act 

to  continue  in  force  the  act  establishing  -  3556 

Treasury  Department,  an  act  for  the  better  organ- 
ization of  the 

Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,  an  act 
in  addition  to  the  several  acts  for  estab- 
lishing and  regulating  the 

U. 

Unlocated  Claims  for  Land,  an  act  for  the  relief 

of  persons  holding  confirmed,  in  Illinois  -  3636 


2628 


2621 


3597 
2698 


3610 


3680 


Pennsylvania,  an  act  altering  the  time  for  hold- 
ing the  circuit  court  for  the  western  dis- 
trict of 2615 

Peoria,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  village  of 

Piracy,  an  act  to  continue  in  force  the  act  to  pro- 
tect the  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  punish  the  crime  of     - 

Post  Office  Establishment,  an  act  in  addition  to 
the  act  to  regulate  the   - 

Post  Roads,  an  act  to  alter  and  esUblish  certain  3693 

Public  Lands,  an  act  further  providing  for  the 

sale  of «"8 


2619 


-  2623 


3559 


Vessels  of  War,  an  act  authorizing  the  building 
of  a  certain  number  of  small  .        .        - 

Vincennes,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers 
in  the  district  of 

Virginia,  an  act  to  alter  the  term  of  the  court  of 
the  western  district  of    - 

W. 

Washington,  an  act  to  remit  the  duties  on  the 
statue  of  George 

an  act  further  to  amend  the  charter  of  the 
City  of - 

an  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the 
City  of,  and  to  repeal  all  acU  heretofore 
passed  for  that  purpose  -        -        -        - 


3614 
3587 


.  3550 
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3600 
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PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


OF 


THE   SENATE   OF   THE   UNITED    STATES, 

AT  THE  SECOND  SESSION   OF  THE  SIXTEENTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE   CITY 

OF  WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  NOVEMBER  13,  1820.  ^ 


MONDAT,  November  13,  1820.  iThe  result  was,  that  the  term  of  service  of  Mr. 

The  second  .«ioo  of  .he  Six.«n.hC^^^^^^^^^ 
commenced  this  day,  at  the  City  of  Washmgton,    '"ai    iKl^IrXr 
conformably  to  the  act,  approved  the  thirteenth  of  j  years  t^erealter  appointment 

May,  one  thou^nd  ei^ht  hundred  and  twenty  en-  ;  ^^ ^^.^^^^^j  t°,  Vo  aVqua  nt  the  President  of  the 
titled  "An  act  fixmgtle  time  for  the  next  meeting  i?  „f,^°S,^  ""^'°ht  ir^aization  of  the  Senate, 


of  Congress,"  and  the  Senate  assembled. 


P  KX  SSX  T 


David  L.  Morril  and  John  F.  Parrott,  from 
the  State  of  New  Hampshire. 
James  Burrill,  jr.,  trom  Rhode  Island. 
IflAAc  TicHENOR,  from  Vermont. 


United  Sutes  of  the  organization  of  the  Senate, 
;  and  of  its  readiness  to  receive  any  communication 
,  from  him ;  whereupon,  Messrs.  King,  of  Alabama, 

and  Macon  were  appointed. 
I     On  motion  of  Mr.  Morril, 
1     Resolved,  That  two  Chaplains,  of  different  de- 

-  f        v«,^«nt  '■  nominations,  be  appointed  to  Congress,  durmg  the 

NOR,  from  Vermont.  "  ^     ^^       ^  jj  ^^o  shall  m- 

Rcr.H  King  and  Nathan  Sanford,  from  New  ,  P^^^^^f^^/^^fy"^  '^  ^ 

York.  1    117..  o«».        The  orders  usual  at  the  commencement  of  the 

Mahlon  DICKER80N  and  James  J.  Wilson,  ,i.^eomer     ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^.^^^^^ 

from  New  Jersey.  ,  r        i  

Jonathan  Roberts  and  Walter  LowRiE,from  I  ..  ^     ,4 

Pennsylvania.  ^^  Tdesday,  November  14. 

OuTERBRiDGE    HoRSEY    and    NICHOLAS   Van       William  a.  Palmer,  from  the  State  of  Ver- 

Dyke,  from  Delaware.  imont,  and  John  Williams,  from  the  State  of 

James  Barbour  and  James  Pleasants,  from  1  Tennessee,  severally  attended. 


Virginia. 

Nathaniel  Macon,  from  North  Carolina. 

John   Gaillard  and  William   Smith,   from 
South  Carolina. 

Richard  M.  Johnson,  from  Kentucky. 

John  Henry  Eaton,  from  Tennessee 


The  President  communicated  a  copy  of  the 
constitution,  as  adopted  for  the  government  of  the 
State  of  Missouri,  which  was  read. 
Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith, 
Resolwd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire whether  any,  and  if  any,  what,  legislative 


rfuui-.  .-^ , _  quire  wutiuci  auy,  «"«  »»   ^^j,^^. — -,  --„ 

Benjamin  Ruggles  and  William  A.  Trimble,  j  measures  may  be  necessary  for  admitting  the  btate 
from  Ohio.  .        .         i  of  Missouri  into  the  Union. 

James  Brown  and  Henry  Johnson,  from  Lou-  i  i^ggsrs.  Smith,  Bdrrill,  and  Macon,  were  ap- 
isiana.  ^,  .        ,      I  pointed  the  committee.  ,,     ,    .      _„■* 

Waller  Taylor  and  James  Noble,  from  In-  ; «-  ^he  Senate  adjourned  to  two  o'clock,  to  await 
diana.  „  the  organization  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

Thomas  H.  Williams  and  David  Holmes,  i^^^  j^^^j  -^^  ^^^  finding  the  House  of  Repre- 
from  Mississippi.  .        j  sentatives  had  not  yet  elected  a  Speaker,  they  ad- 

NiNiAN  Edwards  and  Jesse  B.  Thomas,  Irom  ,  JQur^e^  until  to-morrow. 

Illinois.  „^  ,„  r   w.  '  

William  R.  King  and  John  W.  Walker,  trom  j  Wednesday,  November  15. 

*J„^rbHx„D..H    and    JoH»  Holm..,    from  j     S*m...  W.D»N.,  from  .he  Su.e  of  Connecti- 
"  John  G*.tL«D,  Pres.deo.  pro  ,^pare,  resumed  '"lir*  Bckh.ul  communicated  a  r««U«ion,  ^a^ 

the  Chair.  j  ♦  v«« 

The  new  members  having  qualified  and  taien 

their  seats,  they  were  classed,  by  lot,  as  is  usual. 


bv  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island 
and  Providence  Plantations,  instrucUng  their  Sen- 
ators, and  requesting  their  Representatives  mCon- 
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gress,  to  exert  their  iDfluence  to  reduce  the  com- 
pensation of  members  of  Congress  to  six  dollars 
per  day ;  and  the  resolution  was  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  the 
Senate  adjourneid  to  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

One  o'clock  in  the  nftertiooii. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tne  Senate  that  a  quorum  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  is  assembled,  and  have  elected 
John  W.  Taylor,  one  of  the  Representatives  from 
the  Slate  of  New  York,  their  Speaker,  in  the  place 
of  Henry  Clay,  resigned,  and  are  ready  to  proceed 
to  business ;  and  that  they  have  appointed  a  com- 
mittee on  their  part  to  join  the  committee  appoint- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that  a 
quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready 
to  receive  any  communications  he  may  be  pleased 
to  make  to  them. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  reported,  from  the  joint 
committee,  that  they  had  waited  on  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  President  in- 
formed the  committee  that  he  would  make  a  com- 
munication to  the  two  Houses  forthwith. 

PRESIDENT'S   MESSAGE. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
PRESinENT  OP  THE  United  States  : 

FeUow-citizeru  of  the  Senate 

and  of  the  House  of  Reprttentaiivea  .• 
In  communicating  to  you  a  jast  view  of  public  af- 
faire, at  the  commeDcement  of  your  present  labors,  I 
do  it  with  great  satisfaction  ;  because,  taking  all  cir- 
cumstances into  consideration  which  claim  attention, 
I  see  much  cause  to  rejoice  in  the  felicity  of  our  situa- 
tion. In  making  this  remark.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  un- 
deratood  to  imply  that  an  unvaried  prosperity  is  to  be 
seen  in  every  interest  of  this  great  community.  In  the 
progress  of  a  nation,  inhabiting  a  territory  of  such  vast 
extent  and  great  variety  of  climate,  every  portion  of 
which  is  engaged  in  foreign  commerce,  and  liable  to 
be  aflRjcted,  in  some  degree,  by  the  changes  which  oc- 
cur in  the  condition  and  regulations  of  foreign  coun- 
triea,  it  would  be  strange  if  the  produce  of  our  soil  and 
the  industry  and  enterprise  of  our  fellow-citiiens  re- 
ceived at  all  times,  and  in  every  quarter,  an  uniform 
and  equal  encouragement  This  would  be  more  than 
we  would  have  a  right  to  expect,  under  circumstances 
the  most  favorable.  Pressures  on  certain  interests,  it 
is  admitted,  has  been  felt;  but  allowing  to  these  their 
greatest  extent,  they  detract  but  lilUe  from  the  force  of 
the  remarks  already  made.  In  forming  a  just  esti- 
mate of  our  present  situation,  it  is  proper  to  look  at 
the  whole,  in  the  outline,  as  well  as  in  the  detail.  A 
free,  virtuous,  and  enlightened  people  know  well  the 
great  principles  and  causes  on  which  their  bsppiness 
depends ;  and  even  thoee  who  suffer  most,  occaaian- 
afiy,  in  their  transitory  concerns,  find  great  rdief  un- 
der their  sufierings,  from  the  blessings  which  they 
otherwise  enjoy,  and  in  the  consoling  and  animating 
hope  which  they  administer.  From  whence  do  these 
pressures  come?  Not  from  a  Government  which  is 
founded  by,  administered  for,  and  supported  by  the 
people.  We  trace  them  to  the  peculiar  character  of 
the  epoch  in  which  we  live,  and  to  the  extraordinary 
occurrences  which  have  signalized  it.  The  convul- 
•lons  with  which  sereral  of  the  Powere  of  Europe  have 


been  shaken,  and  the  long  and  destructive  wars  in 
which  all  were  engaged,  with  their  sudden  transition 
to  a  state  of  peace,  presenting,  in  the  first  instance, 
unusual  encouragement  to  our  commerce,  and  with- 
drawing it  in  the  second,  even  within  its  wonted  limit, 
could  not  fail  to  be  sensibly  felt  here.  The  station, 
too,  which  we  had  to  support  through  this  long  con- 
flict, compelled  as  we  were  finally  to  become  a  party 
to  it  with  a  principal  Power,  and  to  make  great  ex- 
ertions, suffer  heavy  losses,  and  to  contract  considerable 
debts,  disturbing  the  ordinary  course  of  affairs,  by  aug- 
menting,  to  a  vast  amount,  the  circulating  medium, 
and  thereby  elevating,  at  one  time,  the  price  of  every 
article  above  a  just  standard,  and  depressing  it  at  ano- 
ther below  it,  bad  likewise  its  due  eflect. 

It  is  manifest  that  the  pressures  of  which  we  com- 
plain have  proceeded,  in  a  great  measure,  from  these 
causes.  When,  then,  we  take  into  view  the  prosper- 
ous and  happy  condition  of  our  country,  in  all  the 
great  circumsUnces  which  constitute  the  felicity  of  a 
nation — every  individual  in  the  full  enjoyment  o(  all 
his  rights  :  the  Union  blessed  with  plenty,  and  rapidly 
rising  to  greatness,  under  a  national  Government, 
which  operates  with  complete  effect  in  every  part,  with- 
out being  felt  in  any,  except  by  the  ample  protection 
which  it  affords,  and  under  State  governments  which  per- 
form their  equal  share,  according  to  a  wise  distribution 
of  power  between  them,  in  promoting  the  pubhc  hap- 
piness— it  is  impossible  to  behold  so  gratifying, so  glo- 
rious  a  spectacle,  without  being  penetrated  with  the 
most  profound  and  grateful  acknowledgments  to  the 
Supreme  Author  of  all  good  for  such  manifold  and  in- 
estimable blesjtings.  Deeply  impressed  with  these 
sentimenu,  I  cannot  regard  the  pressures  to  which  I 
have  adverted  otherwise  than  in  the  light  of  mild  and 
instructive  admonitions  ;  warning  us  of  dangers  to  be 
shunned  in  future ;  teaching  us  lessons  of  economy, 
corresponding  with  the  simplicity  and  purity  of  our 
institutions,  and  best  adapted  to  their  support ;  evin- 
cing the  connexion  and  dependence  which  the  various 
parts  of  our  happy  Union  have  on  each  other,  thereby 
augmenting  daily  our  social  incorporation,  and  adding, 
by  iU  strong  ties,  new  strength  and  vigor  tothe  polit- 
ical ;  opening  a  wider  range,  and  with  new  encour- 
agement, to  the  industry  and  enterprise  of  our  fellow- 
citiiens  at  home  and  abroad  ;  and  more  especially  by 
the  multiplied  proefs  which  it  has  accumulated  of  the 
great  perfection  of  our  most  excellent  system  of  gov- 
ernment, the  powerful  instrument,  in  the  hands  of  our 
all-merciful  Creator,  in  securing  to  as  these  blessings. 

Happy  as  our  situation  is,  it  does  not  exempt  us 
from  solicitude  and  care  for  the  future.  On  the  con- 
trary, as  the  blessings  which  we  enjoy  are  great,  pro- 
portienably  groat  should  be  our  vigilance,  seal,  and 
activity,  to  preserve  them.  Foreign  wars  may  again 
expose  us  to  new  wrongs,  which  woakl  impose  oa  us 
new  duties,  for  which  we  ought  to  be  prepared.  The 
state  of  Europ)  is  unsettled,  and  how  long  peace  may 
be  preserved  is  altogether  uncertain ;  in  addition  to 
which,  we  have  interests  of  our  own  to  adjuat,  which 
will  require  particular  attention.  A  correct  view  of 
our  relations  with  each  Power  will  enable  you  to  form 
a  just  idea  of  existing  difficulties,  and  of  the  measures 
of  precaution  best  adapted  to  them. 

Respecting  our  relations  with  Spain,  nothing  ex- 
plicit can  now  be  communicated.  On  the  adjourn- 
ment of  Congress  in  May  last,  the  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  United  States,  at  Madrid,  was  instruct- 
ed to  inform  the  Government  of  Spain  that,  if  His 
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Catholic  Majesty  should  then  ratify  the  treaty,  this 
Government  would  accept  the  ratification,  so  far  as 
to  submit  to  the  decision  of  the  Senate,  the  question, 
whether  such  ratification  should  be  received  in  ex- 
change for  that  of  the  United  Sutea.  heretofore  given. 
By  letters  from  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  to 
the  Secretary  of  Sute,  it  appears  that  a  communica- 
tion,  in   conformity  with  his  instructions,  had  been 
made  to  tba  Government  of  Spain,  and  that  the  Cortes 
had  the  subject  under  consideration.   The  result  of  the 
deliberations  of  that  body,  which  is  daily  expected, 
will  be  made  known  to  Congress  as  soon  as  it  is  re- 
ceived.    The  friendly  sentiment  which  was  expressed 
on  the  part  of  the  United  Sutes,  in  the  Message  of  the 
9th  of  May  last  is  still  enterUined  for  Spain.    Among 
the  causes  of  regret,  however,  which  are  inseparable 
from  the  delay  attending  this  transaction,  it  is  proper 
to  st%te  that  satisfactory  information  has  been  received, 
that  itf^asures  have  been  recently  adopted,  by  design- 
ing persons,  to  convert  certain   parts  of  the  Province 
of  f  lorida  into  depoU  for  the  reception  of  foreign 
goods,  from  whence  to  smuggle  them  into  the  United 
States.     By  opening  a  port  within  the  UmiU  of  Flor- 
ida, immediately  on  our  boundary,  where  there  was 
no  seUlement,  the  object  could  not  be  misunderstood. 
An  early  accommodation  of  dilTerences  will,  it  is  hoped, 
prevent  all   such  fraudulent  and  pernicious  practices, 
and  place  the  relations  of  the  two  countries  on  a  very 
amicable  and  permanent  basis. 

The  commercial  relations  between  the  United  States 
and  the  British  colonies  in  the  West  Indies,  and  on 
this  continent,  have  undergone  no  change ;  the  British 
Government  still  preferring  to  leave  that  commerce 
under  the  restriction  heretofore  imposed  on  it,  on  each 
side.  It  is  satisfactory  to  recollect  that  the  restraints 
resorted  to  by  the  United  States  were  defensive  only, 
intended  to  prevent  a  monopoly,  under  British  regu- 
lations, in  favor  of  Great  Britain;  as  it  likewise  is  to 
know  that  the  experiment  is  advancing  in  a  spirit  of 
amity  between  the  parties. 

The  question  depending  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  respecting  the  construction  of  the 
firet  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  has  been  referred, 
by  both  Governments,  to  the  decision  of  the  Emperor 
of  Russia,  who  has  accepted  the  umpirage. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  with  the  Government  of 
France,  to  regulate,  by  treaty,  the  commerce  between 
the  two  countries,  on  the  principle  of  reciprocity  and 
equality.    By  the  last  communication  from  the  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Sutes  at  Paris,  to  whom 
full  power  had  been  given,  we  learn  that  the  negotia- 
tion had  been  commenced  there ;  but,  serious  difficul- 
ties having   occurred,  the  French  Government   had 
resolved  to  transfer  it  to  the  United  States,  for  which 
purpose  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  had 
been  ordered  to  repair  to  this  city,  and  whose  arrival 
might  soon  be  expected.     It  is  hoped  that  this  impor- 
tant interest  may  be  arranged  on  just  conditions,  and 
'    in  a  manner  equally  satisfactory  to  both  parties.     It  is 
submitted  to  Congress  to  decide,  until  such  arrange- 
ment is  made,  how  far  it  may  be  proper,  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  act  of  the  last  session,  which  augmented 
the  tonnage  duty  on  French  vessels,  to   adopt  other 
measures  for  carrying  more  completely  into  effect  the 
policy  of  that  act. 

The  act  referred  to,  which  imposed  new  tonnage  on 
French  vessels,  having  been  in  force  from  and  after 
the  first  day  of  July,  it  has  happened  that  several  ves- 
acla  of  that  nation  which  had  been  despatched  from 


France  before  ila  existence  was  known,  have  entered 
the  ports  of  the  United  States,  and  been  subject  to  its 
operation,  without  that  previous  notice  which  the  geiL> 
eral  spirit  of  our  laws  gives  to  individuals  in  similar 
cases.  The  object  of  that  law  having  been  merely  to 
countervail  the  inequalities  which  existed  to  the  di»- 
advantage  of  the  United  States,  in  their  commercial 
intercourse  with  France,  it  is  submitted,  also,  to  the 
consideration  of  Congress,  whether,  in  the  spirit  of 
amity  and  conciliation  which  it  is  no  less  the  inclina- 
tion than  the  policy  of  the  United  SUtes  to  preserve, 
in  their  intercourse  with  other  Powers,  it  may  not  be 
proper  to  extend  relief  to  the  individuals  interested  in 
those  cases,  by  exempting  from  the  operation  of  the 
law  all  those  vessels  which  have  entered  our  ports 
without  having  had  the  means  of  previously  knowing 
the  existence  of  the  additional  duty. 

The  contest  between  Spain  and  the  Colonies,  ac- 
cording to  the   most  authentic  information,  is  main- 
Uined    by  the    latter  with   improved   success.     The 
unfortunate  divisions  which  were  known  to  exist  some 
time  since,  at  Buenos   Ayres,   it  is  understood,  still 
prevail.     In  no  part  of  South  America  has  Spain  made 
any  impression  on  the  colonies,  while,  in  many  parts, 
and  particularly  in  Venezuela  and  New  Granada,  the 
colonies  have  gained  strength  and  acquired  reputation, 
both  for  the  management  of  the  war,  in  which  they 
have  been  successful,  and  for  the  order  of  the  internal 
administration.     The  late  change  in  the  Government 
of  Spain,  by  the  re-esUblishment  of  the  constitution 
of  1812,  is  an  event  which  promises  to  be  favorable  to 
the  Revolution.     Under  the  authority  of  the  Cortes, 
the  Congress  of  Angostura  was  invited  to  open  a  ne- 
gotiation for  the  settlement  of  differences  between  the 
parties,  to  which  it  was  repUed,  that  they  would  wil- 
lingly open  the  negotiation,  provided  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  their  independence  was  made  its  basis,  but 
not  otherwise.     Of  further  proceedings  between  them 
we  are  uninformed.    No  facts  are  known  to  this  Gov- 
ernment, to  warrant  the  belief,  that  any  of  the  Powers 
of  Europe  will  take  part  in  the  contest;  whence,  it 
may  be  inferred,  considering  all  circumstances,  which 
must  have  weight  in  producing  the  result,  that  an  ad- 
justment will  finally  take  place,  on  the  basis  proposed 
by  the  colonies.     To  promote  that  result,  by  friendly 
counsels,  with  other  Powers,  including  Spain  herself, 
has  been  the  uniform  policy  of  this  Government. 

In  looking  to  the  internal  concerns  of  our  country, 
you  will,  I  am  pereuaded,  derive  much  satisCactioa 
from  a  view  of  the  several  objecU  to  which,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  your  official  duties,  your  attention  will  be 
drawn.  Among  these,  none  holds  a  more  important 
place  than  the  public  revenue,  from  the  direct  operation 
of  the  power,  by  which  it  is  raised,  on  the  people,  and 
by  its  influence  in  giving  effect  to  every  other  power 
of  the  Government.  The  revenue  depends  on  the  re- 
sources of  the  country,  and  the  facility  by  which  the 
amount  required  is  raised,  is  a  strong  proof  of  the  extent 
of  the  resources,  and  the  efficiency  of  the  Government. 
A  few  prominent  facts  will  place  this  great  interest  ia 
a  just  light  before  you.  On  the  30th  of  September, 
1815,  the  funded  and  floating  debt  of  the  Uniud  Stataa 
was  estimated  at  one  hundred  and  nineteen  milUona 
six  hundred  and  thirty-five  thousand  five  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  dollars.  If  to  this  sum  be  added  the  amount 
of  five  per  cent  stock  subscribed  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Sutes,  the  amount  of  Mississippi  stock,  and 
of  the  stock  which  was  issued  subsequently  to  that 
date,  the  balances  ascertained  to  be  due  to  cartaia 
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States,  for  military  serrices,  and  to  individuals,  for 
■nppliea  famished,  and  services  rendered  during  the 
late  war,  the  public  debt  may  be  estimated  as 
amounting,  at  that  date,  and  as  afterwards  liquida- 
ted, to  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  millions  seven  hun- 
dred and  thirteen  thousand  forty-nine  dollars.  On 
the  30th  of  September,  1820,  it  amounted  to  ninety-one 
millions  nine  hundred  and  ninety-three  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-three  dollars,  having  been  reduced 
in  that  interval,  by  payments,  sixty-six  millions  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-nine  thousand  one  hundred  and 
sixty-five  dollars.  During  this  term,  the  expanses  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  were  Iikewif« 
defrayed,  in  every  branch  of  the  civil,  military,  and 
naval  establishments ;  the  public  edifices  in  this  city 
have  been  rebuilt,  with  considerable  additions ;  exten- 
sive fortifications  have  been  commenced,  and  are  in  a 
train  of  execution ;  permanent  arsenals  and  magazines 
have  been  erected  in  various  parts  of  the  Union ;  our 
Navy  has  been  considerably  augmented,  and  the  ord- 
nance, munitions  of  war,  and  stores,  of  the  Army  and 
Navy,  which  were  much  exhausted  during  the  war, 
have  been  replenished. 

By  the  discharge  of  so  large  a  proportion  of  the 
public  debt,  and  the  execution  of  such  extensive  and 
important  operations,  in  so  short  a  time,  a  just  estimate 
may  be  formed  of  the  great  extent  of  our  national  re- 
sources. The  demonstration  is  the  more  complete  and 
gratifying,  when  it  is  recollected  that  the  direct  tax 
and  excise  were  repealed  soon  after  the  termination  of 
the  late  war,  and  that  the  revenue  applied  to  these 
purposes  has  been  derived  almost  wholly  from  other 
resources. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  from  every  source, 
to  the  30th  of  September  last,  have  amounted  to  six- 
teen millions  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four  thousand 
one  hundred  and  seven  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents; 
whilst  the  public  expenditures,  to  the  same  period, 
amounted  to  sixteen  millions  eight  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-one thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty-four  dollars 
and  seventy-two  cents;  leaving  in  the  Treasury,  on 
that  day,  a  sum  estimated  at  one  million  nine  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  For  the  probable  receipts 
of  the  following  year,  I  refer  you  to  the  statement 
which  will  be  transmitted  from  the  Treasury. 

The  sum  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  authorized  to 
be  raised  by  loan,  by  an  act  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, has  been  obtained  upon  terms  advantageous  to 
the  Government,  indicating,  not  only  an  increased 
confidence  in  the  faith  of  the  nation,  but  the  existence 
of  a  large  amount  of  capital  seeking  that  mode  of  in- 
vestment, at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  five  per 
centum  per  annum. 

It  is  proper  to  add,  that  there  is  now  due  to  the 
Treasury,  for  the  sale  of  public  lands,  twenty-two  mil- 
lions nine  hundred  and  ninety-six  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  dollars.  In  bringing  this  subject 
to  view,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  submit  to  Congress, 
whether  it  may  not  be  advisable  to  extend  to  the  pur- 
chasers of  these  lands,  in  consideration  of  the  unfa- 
vorable chanpe  which  has  occurred  since  the  sale^,  a 
reasonable  indulgence.  It  is  known  that  the  purcha- 
se* were  made  when  the  price  of  every  article  had  risen 
to  its  greatest  height,  and  that  the  instalmenU  are 
becoming  due  at  a  period  of  great  depression.  It  is 
presumed  that  some  plan  may  be  devised,  by  the  wis- 
dom of  Congress,  compatible  with  the  public  interest, 
^hich  would  aflbrd  great  relief  to  these  purchasers. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made,  during  the 


present  season,  in  examining  the  coast  and  its  various 
bays  and  other  inlets  ;  in  the  collection  of 'materials, 
and  in  the  construction  of  fortifications  for  the  defence 
of  the  Union,  at  several  of  the  positions  at  which  it  has 
been  decided  to  erect  such  works.     At  Mobile  Point 
and  Dauphin  Island,  and   at  the  Rigolets,  leading  to 
Lake  Pontcbartrain,  materials  to  a  considerable  amount 
have  been  collected  and  all  the  necessary  preparations 
made  for  the  commencement  of  the  works.    At  Old 
Point  Comfort,  at  the  mouth  of  James  river,  and  at 
the  Rip-Rap,  on  tho  opposite  shore,  in  the  Chesapeake 
Bay,  materials  to  a  vast  amount  have  been  collected  ; 
and  at  the  Old  Point  some  progress  has  been  made  in 
the  construction  of  the  fortification,  which  is  on  a  very 
extensive  scale.    The  work  at  Fort  Washington,  on 
this  river,  will  be  completed  early  in  the  next  Spring ; 
and  that  on  the  Pea  Patch,   in   the  Delaware,  in  the 
course  of  the  next  season.    Fort  Diamond,  at  the 
Narrows,  in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  will  be  finished 
this  year.     The  work:*  at  Boston,  New   York,  Balti- 
more, Norfolk,  Charleston,  and  Niagara,  have  been  in 
part  repaired ;  and  the  coast  of  North   Carolina,  ex- 
tending south  to  Cape  Fear,  has  been  examined,  as 
have  hkewise  other  parts  of  the  coast  eastward  of  Bos- 
ton.    Great  exertions  have  been  made  to  push  forward 
these  works  with  the  utmost  despatch  possible ;  but, 
when  their  extent  is  considered,  with  the  important 
purposes  for  which  they  are  intended,  the  defence  of 
the  whole  coast,  and  in  consequence  of  the  whole  in- 
terior, and  that  they  are  to  last  tor  ages,  it  will  be  man- 
ifest that  a  well-digested  plan,  founded  on  mihtary 
principles,  connecting  the  whole  together,  combining 
security  with  economy,  could  not  be  prepared  without 
repeated  examinations  of  the  most  exposed  and  diffi- 
cult parU,  and  that  it  would  also  Uke  considerable 
time  to  collect  the  materials  at  the  several  points  where 
they  would  be  required.     From  all  the  light  that  has 
been  shed  on  this  subject,  I  am  satisfied  that  every 
favorable  anticipation  which  has  been  formed  of  this 
great  undertaking  will  be  verified,  and  that  when  com- 
pleted it  will  aflord  very  great,  if  not  complete,  protec- 
tion to  our  Atlantic  frontier  in  the   event  of  another 
war;  a  protection  sufficient  to  counterbalance  in    a 
single  campaign  with  an  enemy  powerful  at  sea  the 
expense  of  all  these   works,   without  Uking  into  the 
estimate  the  saving  of  the  lives  of  so  many  of  our  citi- 
zens, the  protection  of  our  towns  and  other  property, 
or  the  tendency  of  such  works  to  prevent  war. 

Our  military  positions  have  been  maintained  at 
Belle  Point,  on  the  Arkansas,  at  Council  Bluffs,  on  the 
Missouri,  at  St.  Peter's,  on  the  Mississippi,  and  at  Green 
Bay,  on  the  Upper  lakes.  Commodious  barracks  have 
already  been  erected  at  most  of  these  posts,  with  such 
works  as  were  necessary  for  their  defence.  Progress 
has  also  been  made  in  opening  communications  be- 
tween them,  and  in  raising  supplies  at  each  for  the 
support  of  the  troops  by  their  own  labor,  particularly 
those  most  remote. 

With  the  Indians  peace  has  been  preserved,  and  a 
progress  made  in  carrying  into  effect  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, making  an  appropriation  for  their  civilization, 
with  the  prospect  of  favorable  resulU.  As  connected 
equally  with  both  the^e  objects,  our  trade  with  those 
tribes  is  thought  to  merit  the  attention  of  Congress. 
In  their  original  state,  game  is  their  sustenance  and 
war  their  occupation  :  and  if  they  find  no  employment 
from  civilized  Powers,  they  destroy  each  other.  Left 
to  themselves,  their  extirpation  is  ineviuble.  By  a 
judicious  regulation  of  our  trade  with  them,  we  supply 
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their  wants,  administer  to  their  comforts,  and  gradual- 
ly, as  the  game  retires,  draw  them  to  us.  By  main- 
taining posts  far  in  the  interior,  we  acquire  a  more  tho- 
rough and  direct  control  over  them  ;  without  which  it 
is  confidently  believed  that  a  complete  change  in  their 
manners  can  never  be  accomplished.  By  such  posts, 
aided  by  a  proper  regulation  of  our  trade  with  them, 
and  a  judicious  civil  administration  over  them,  to  be 
provided  for  by  law,  we  shall  it  is  presumed  be  ena- 
bled not  only  to  protect  our  own  settlements  from  their 
savage 4ncurMions,  and  preserve  peace  among  the  sev- 
eral tribes,  but  accomplish  also  the  great  purpose  of 
their  civilization. 

Considerable  progress  has  also  been  made  in  the 
construction  of  ships  of  war.  some  of  which  have  been 
launched  in  the  course  of  the  present  year. 

Our  peace  with  the  Powers  on  the  coast  of  Barbary 
has  been  preserved,  but  we  owe  it  altogether  to  the 
presence  of  our  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean.  It 
has  been  found  equally  necessary  to  employ  some  of 
our  vessels  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce  in  the 
Indian  sea,  the  Pacific,  and  along  the  Atlantic  coast. 
The  interests  which  we  have  depending  in  those  quar- 
ters, which  have  been  much  improved  of  late,  are  of 
great  extent,  and  of  high  importance  to  the  nation,  as 
well  as  to  the  parties  concerned,  and  would  undoubt- 
edly suffer  if  such  protection  was  not  extended  to 
them.  In  execution  of  the  law  of  the  last  session,  for 
the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  some  of  our  public 
ships  have  also  been  employed  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 
where  several  captures  have  already  been  made  of  ves- 
sels engaged  in  that  disgraceful  traffic. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Wabhisotojt,  November  14,  1820. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  three  thousand  cop- 
ies thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 


Mr.  DiCKERBON  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  members  be 
appointed,  who,  with  three  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  to  be  appointed  by  that  House,  shall 
have  the  direction  of  the  money  appropriated  to  the 
purchase  of  books  and  maps  for  the  use  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts, 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  will,  on  Monday  next, 
at  twelve  o'clock,  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  the 
Standing  Committees. 


Thursday,  November  16. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration  : 

Resolvtd,  That  it  is  expedient  to  make  provision,  by 
law,  to  authorize  any  person  who  has  purchased  public 
lands,  and  not  made  full  payment  for  the  same,  to  re- 
linquish to  the  United  States  so  much  thereof  as  may 
not  be  paid  for,  and  retain  such  portion  of  the  original 
purchase  as  may  amount  to  the  sums  of  money  actu- 
ally paid,  at  the  price  for  which  the  land  was  purchased. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  gave  notice  that,  to- 
morrow, he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
provide  for  altering  the  times  of  holding  the  dis- 
trict courts  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 

Mr.  Bi:rrill  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  allowing 
compensation  to  the  members  of  the  Senate,  members 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  the  delegates  of  the  Territories,  and  repealing 
all  other  laws  on  the  subject,"  passed  at  the  first  ses- 
sion of  the  fifteenth  Congress,  ought  to  be  so  altered 
and  amended  that  tho  compensation  to  the  members 
and  delegates  aforesaid,  shall  hereafter  be  six  dollars 
for  each  day's  attendance,  and  six  dollars  for  every 
twenty  miles  travel,  instead  of  the  compensation  now 
allowed  by  said  act,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  for  altering  and 
amending  said  act  accordingly. 


Friday,  November  17. 

James  Lanman,  from  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
arrived  yesterday,  and  attended  this  day. 

Mr.  Sanford  submitted  the  following  motions 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  concerns  our  rela- 
tions with  Spain  and  with  France,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  Finance,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Finance. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  debt  doe 
for  the  sale  of  public  lands,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Sutes  as  relates  to  the  Indian 
tribe:),  l»e  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  asked  and  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  alter  the  terms  of 
the  district  court  in  Alabama,  and  the  bill  was 
twice  read  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee  to  consider  and  report  thereon ; 
and  Messrs.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  Burrill,  and 
King,  of  Alabama,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  16th  instant,  respecting  the  com- 
pensation of  the  members  and  delegates  of  Con- 
gress, and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  next  Monday  week. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  commit- 
tee on  the  arrangements  for  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress, and  having  agreed  thereto,  Messrs.  Dicker- 
son,  Dana,  and  Hunter,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  for  the  appointment  of 
Chaplains,  and  have  appointed  the  Rev.  J.  N. 
Campbell^  Chaplain  on  their  part. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  a  Chaplain  on  their  jwirt; 
and,  on  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the 
Rev.  William  Ryland  was  duly  elected. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  trans- 
mitting copies  of  the  reports  of  the  Land  Commis- 
sioners at  Jackson  Courthouse,  and  a  copy  of  a 
letter,  dated  17th  August,  1820,  which  accompa- 
nied them ;  which  were  read. 
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The  President  also  communicated  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  obedi- 
ence to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  3d  April, 
1820,  directing  him  to  "  cause  to  be  prepared,  and 
laid  before  the  Senate,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  a  statement  of  money 
annually  appropriated,  and  paid,  since  the  Declar- 
ation of  Independence,  for  purchasing  from  the 
Indians,  surveying,  and  selling  the  public  lands, 
showing,  as  near  as  may  be,  the  quantities  of  land 
which  have  been  purchased,  the  number  of  acres 
which  have  been  surveyed,  the  number  sold,  and 
the  number  which  remain  unsold  ;  the  amount  of 
sales,  the  amount  of  forfeitures,  the  sums  paid  by 
purchasers,  and  the  sums  due  from  purchasers  and 
from  receivers  in  each  land  district ;"  and  the  re- 
port was  read. 

The  President  also  communicated  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  obedience 
to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  directing  him  to 
"  cause  to  be  prepared,  and  laid  before  the  Senate, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of 
Congress,  a  statement  of  the  money  which  has 
been  annually  appropriated  and  paid,  since  the 
year  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-five,  for  sur- 
veying the  seacoast,  bays,  inlets,  harbors,  and 
shoals,  and  for  erecting,  and  keeping  in  repair, 
lighthouses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  for  the  purchase 
of  ground  for  lighthouses,  distinguishing  toe  places 
where  they  have  been  erected,  and  the  suras  an- 
nually expended  for  keeping  and  supplying  the 
same;"  and  the  report  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  November  20. 

John  Elliott,  and  also,  Freeman  Walker, 
from  the  State  of  Geo'fgia,  severally  arrived,  on 
the  17th  instant,  and  attended  this  day. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  alter  the  terms  of 
the  district  court  in  Alabama,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment,  and  it  was  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  no  amendment 
having  been  proposed  thereto,  it  was  reported  to 
the  House ;  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motions  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  it  ii  expedient  to  provide  for  the  re- 
lief of  purchasers  of  the  public  lands,  by  dividing  the 
sums  now  severally  unpaid,  exclusive  of  interest,  into 
equal  instalments ;  each  instalment  bearing  in- 
terest only  from  the  time  at  which  it  shall  be  made 
payable. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  permit  such  par- 
chasers  of  the  public  lands  as  may  elect  that  mode,  to 

surrender,  within months  from  and  after  the 

day  of next,  their  certificates,  which  shall  be  can- 
celled, and  the  lands  shall  be  taken  to  have  reverted 
and  become  forfeited  to  the  United  States,  and  shall 
be  advertised,  and  sold  for  cash  at  public  auction,  to 
the  highest  bidder,  in  the  same  manner  as  other  pub- 
lic lands.  They  shall  not  be  sold  for  less  than  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  which  sum  shall 
go  to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  in  addition  to  the 
sums  already  paid;  but  if  said  lands  should  be  so  re- 


sold  for  more  than  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents 
per  acre,  the  excess  shall  be  paid  to  the  person  sur> 
rendering  the  certificate,  provided  such  excess  shall 
never  be  greater  than  the  amount  actually  paid  on 
such  lands  before  such  surrender. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  permit  such  pur- 
chasers of  the  public  lands  as  may  elect  that  mode,  to 
extinguish  their  debt,  complete  their  title*,  and  de* 
mand  and  receive  patents,  by  paying,  within  the  pe- 
riod of  one  year  from  and  after  the day  of         . 

next,  into  their  respective  land  offices,  five>eighths  of 
the  original  price  at  which  their  lands  were  purchased, 
including  interest,  and  computing  the  moneys  already 
paid  as  part  of  the  said  final  payment  of  five-eighths. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient,  in  addition  to  the 
privilege  contemplated  in  the  preceding  resolution,  to 
permit  such  purchasers  of  the  public  lands  as  may 
elect  that  mode,  at  any  time  within  the  said  period  of 

one  year  from  and  after  the day  of next,  to 

forfeit  and  abandon  to  the  United  Sutes  such  frac- 
tions, quarter  sections,  and  half  quarter  sections,  a« 
they  may  deem  fit ;  and  to  transfer  and  apply  the 
moneys  already  paid  on  the  tract  or  tracts  so  forteited 
to  the  payment  for  such  other  fraction,  quarter  sec- 
tion, or  half  quarter  section  as  thry  may  choose  to  re- 
tain; and  in  cases  where  the  purchaser  has  bought 
only  one  quarter  section,  he  shall  be  permitted  to  di- 
vide it,  and  make  his  election  between  its  halves — 
such  division  being  made  by  a  north  and  south  line 
according  to  law. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  request- 
ing an  additional  supply  of  documents,  printed  by 
order  of  the  Senate ;  and  the  letter  wa?>  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Sanford's  motions  of  the  17th  instant,  for  refer- 
ring to  various  committees  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

The  Senate  then,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  proceeded  to  the  appointment,  by  ballot,  of 
the  standing  committees,  which  resulted  in  the 
distribution  of  the  members,  as  follows  : 

On  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations — Messrs. 
Barbour,  Macon,  Brown,  Hunter,  and  King 
of  New  York. 

On  Finance — Messrs.  Sanpord,  Macon,  Dana, 
Eaton,  and  Holmes  of  Maine. 

On  Commerce  and  Manufactures — Messrs.  Dick- 
er.son,  Ruggles,  Blrrill,  Horsey,  and  San- 
ford. 

On  Military  Affairs — Messrs.  Williams  of  Ten- 
nessee, Trimble,  Taylor,  Elliott,  and  John- 
son of  Kentucky. 

On  the  Militia — Messrs.  Noble,  Ticubhor, 
Stokes,  Lanman,  and  Chandler. 

On  Naval  Affairs — Messrs.  Pleasants,  Par- 
ROTT,  Williams  of  Mis.Mssippj,  Walker  of  Ala- 
bama, and  Walker  of  Georeia. 

On  th;  Public  Lands— Messrs.  Thomas,  Taylor, 
LowRiE,  Eaton,  and  Van  Dyke. 

On  Indian  J/air«— Messrs.  Holmes  of  Missis- 
sippi, Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Louis- 
iana, King  of  Alabama,  and  Lourie. 
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On  Claims— Messrs.  Wilson,  Roberts,  Mor- 
RiL.  Ruggles,  and  Van  Dyke. 

Onthe Judiciary— Messrs.  Smith,  Burrill,  Pink- 
ney,  Walker  of  Georgia,  and  Holmes  of  Maine. 

On  tlie  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads—Messrs. 
Stokes,  Wilson,  Palmer,  Chandler,  and  Ed- 
wards. 

On  Pensions — Messrs.  Noble,  Elliott,  Wil- 
son, Eaton,  and  Tichenor. 

On  the  District  of  Columbia — Messrs.  Horsey, 
Lanman,  Lloyd,  Barbour,  and  Hunter. 

On  Accounts — Messrs.  Roberts,  Burrill,  and 

Lanman. 

On  Roadu  and  Canals — Messrs.  King  of  New 
York,  Trimble,  Lowrie,  Macon,  and  Dana. 


Tuesday,  November  21. 
Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  William  Kelly,  on  behalf  of  himself  and 
divers  others,  claimants  of  land  in  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas,  under  Elisha  and  William  Winter,  de- 
ceased ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  presented  the  memorial 
of  the  delegates  from  the  commercial  and  agricul- 
tural sections  of  the  State  of  Maine,  met  in  con- 
vention at  Portland,  protesting  against  the  pro- 
posed tariff;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

The  President  communicated  the  memorial 
of  Matthew  Lyon,  of  Eddyville,  Kentucky,  pray- 
ing compensation  for  certain  losses  and  sufferings 
under  the  act  commonly  called  the  Sedition  law ; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee;  and  Messrs.  Barbour,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  and  Burrill,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Pleasants  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
merchants  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Petersburg,  in  thp  State  of  Virginia,  in  opposition 
to  the  proposed  tariff;  and  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mississippi,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Clarissa  Scott,  widow  of  the  late  Colonel 
William  Scott,  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  pray- 
ing the  confirmation  of  her  title  to  a  certain  tract 
of  land,  as  stated  in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Rufus  Easton,  for  himself  and  heirs  of 
James  Bruff,  praying  the  confirmation  of  their  title 
to  a  certain  tract  of  land,  as  stated  in  the  petition; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee. 

The  bill  to  alter  the  terms  of  the  district  court 
in  Alabama  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN,  after  a  few  remarks  reiterating 
his  desire  for  the  passage  of  the  measure,  and  his 
continued  confidence  in  its  importance  and  utility, 
gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  to-morrow,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  proposing  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  in  relation  to  the 
appointment  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice 


President  of  the  United  States,  and  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  [which  was  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  D..  and  passed  the  Senate  at  the 
last  session  ;  and  was  introduced  yesterday  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  North 
Carolina.) 

Wednesday,  November  22. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of  sundry  citi- 
zens of  the  Western  States,  purchasers  of  public 
lands,  praying  that  a  law  may  be  passed  enabling 
them  to  apply  the  payments  already  made,  to  such 
portions  oi  their  entries  as  those  payments  will 
cover,  at  two  dollars  an  acre,  agreeably  to  the  law 
under  which  the  entries  were  made,  relinquishing 
i  the  residue  to  the  United  States.  And  also  allow- 
'  ing  those  purchasers  who  have  purchased  but  one 
[  tract,  the  privilege  of  retaining  it  entire,  with  a 
I  reasonable  extension  of  credit  without  interest,  or 
I  otherwise  relinquishing  a  part  of  it ;  and  the 
I  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 

on  Public  Lands. 
!  Mr.  Thomas  presented  two  memorials  of  the 
!  Legislature  of  the  Slate  of  Missouri,  praying  of 
Congress  some  legislative  provisions  for  the  relief 
of  indigent  actual  settlers  on  the  public  lands,  par- 
ticularly widows  and  orphans;  and  the  memorials 
were  severally  read,  and  respectively  referred  to 
the  same  committee. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a 
resolution,  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  as  it  respects  the 
election  of  Representatives  in  Congress,  and  the 
choice  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States ;  and  the  resolution  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Eaton  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Robert  Purdy ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motions  of  Mr.  Walker  of  the  20th  instant,  in 
relation  to  purchasers  of  the  public  lands;  and 
they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Johnson  of  the  16th  instant,  in  re- 
lation to  the  same  subject ;  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  same  committee. 


Thursday,  November  23. 

Mr.  Noble  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  permitting 
such  purchasers  of  the  public  lands,  prior  to  the  1st  o( 
July,  1820,  to  demand  and  receive  patenU,  who  have 
paid  into  their  respective  land  offices  the  first,  second, 
and  third  instalments,  on  each  tract  purchaaed. 

Mr.  Thomas  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing, 
by  law.  for  granting  to  actual  settlers  on  the  public 
lands  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  becoming  the  pur- 
chaaers  of  lands,  including  their  improvements. 
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The  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  it  respects 
the  election  of  Representatives  in  ConCTess,  and 
the  choice  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist 
of  five  members,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on ;  and  Messrs.  Dickerson,  Barbour,  Macon, 
Holmes,  of  Mississippi,  and  Holmes,  of  Maine, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Purdy  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and  others,  praying  that 
Congress  would  afford  them  relief,  on  account  of 
a  demand  against  the  United  States,  arising  out  of 
certain  contracts  entered  into  with  Robert  Morris, 
Esq.,  for  the  supply  of  provisions  to  the  Army  of 
the  United  States  during  the  Revolutionary  war; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

RESTRICTION  OF  SLAVERY. 

Mr.  Santord  communicated  the  following  reso- 
lutions, passed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  Slate  of 
New  York  ;  which  were  read. 

Statk  of  Nkw  York, 
In  Aaaembly,  November  13,  1820. 

"Wherras  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  at  the  last 
session,  did  instruct  their  Senators  and  request  their 
Representatives  in  Congress  to  oppose  the  admission,  as 
a  State  into  the  Union,  of  any  Territory  not  comprised 
within  the  original  boundaries  of  the  United  States, 
'without  making  the  prohibition  of  slavery  therein  an 
indispensable  condition  of  admission  :  And  whereas 
this  Legislature  is  impressed  with  the  correctnet>s  of 
the  sentiments  so  corDraunicated  to  our  Senators  and 
Representatives ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  (if  the  honorable  the  Senate  concur  here- 
in,) That  this  Legislature  does  approve  of  the  princi- 
ples contained  in  the  resolutions  oi  the  last  session; 
and,  further,  if  the  provisions  contained  in  any  pro- 
posed constitution  of  a  new  State  deny  to  any  citizens 
of  the  existing  States  the  privileges  and  immunities  of 
citizens  of  such  new  State,  that  such  proposed  consti- 
tution should  not  be  accepted  or  confirmed  ;  the  same, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  Legislature,  being  void  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  And  that  our  Sen- 
ators be  instructed,  and  our  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress be  requested,  to  use  their  utmost  exertions  to 
prevent  the  acceptance  and  confirmation  of  any  such 
constitution. 

Resolved,  (if  the  honorable  the  Senate  concur  here- 
in,) That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker 
of  the  Assembly  do  cause  copies  of  these  resolutions, 
duly  certified  by  them,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives  in  Congress  from   this  Sute. 

Ordered^  That  the  clerk  deliver  a  copy  of  the  pre- 
ceding resoluUons  to  the  honorable  the  Senate,  and 
request  their  concurrence  to  the  same. 

PETER  8HARPE,  Speaker. 
Attest— Dl.  Vax  du  Wsidkh, 
^  }      .    Clerk  of  Assembly. 

Stati  or  Niw  Yobk, 

In  Senate,  November  15,  1820. 
Resolved,  That  the  Senate  do  concur  with  the  hon- 


orable the  Assembly,  in  their  aaid  resolutions  and  re- 
citals. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  deliver  a  copy  of  said  reeo- 
Intion  of  concurrence  to  the  honorable  the  Assembly. 
JOHN  T.AYLER,  President. 
Attest — JoH3»  F.  Bacox, 

Clerk  of  the  Senate.  .    -, 


FRinAY,  November  24.  > 

Mr.  Wilson  presented  the  memorial  of  James 
j  Leander  Cathcart,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law 
!  directing  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury 
:  to  allow  his  claim  upon  the  Government,  in  the 
settlement  of  his  accounts,  as  stated  in  the  memo- 
rial;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
I  mittee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  securing 
to  actual  settlors,  in  all  cases  where  the  lands  ihcy 
occupy  shall  be  sold  aficr  the  first  day  of  March,  in 
any  year,  the  right  of  remaining  on  the  same  until 
they  shall  have  gathered  their  growing  crop. 

.Mr.  HoRSEv  presented  the  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alex- 
andria, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  praymg  the 
extension  of  their  charter  for  twenty  years,  from 
and  after  the  1st  day  of  June,  1822;  and  the  peti- 
tion was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Trimble  presented  the  petition  of  Major 
CharlesLarrabee,of  the  Army  ofthe  United  States, 
praying  remuneration  for  losses  sustained  while  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  as  stated  in  the 
petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  23d  instant,  in  relation  to  actual  set- 
tlers on  the  public  lands,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  also  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  motion  of  the  23d  instant,  in  relation  to  certain 
purchasers  ofthe  public  lands,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  .November  27. 

Harrison  Gray  Otis,  from  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, arrived  on  the  25th  instant ;  and  Wil- 
liam Hunter,  from  the  State  of  Rhode  Island 
and  Providence  Plantations,  arrived  on  the  24th 
instant,  severally  attended  this  day. 

Isham  Talbot,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Kentucky,  to  supply  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  William  Logan, 
produced  his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  he  took 
his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  President  communicated  the  memorial  of 
a  convention  of  Delegates,  representing  the  mer- 
chants and  others  interested  in  commerce,  assem- 
bled at  Philadelphia,  against  the  proposed  tariff; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 
.  T^J  President  also  communicated  the  memo- 
rial of  Joseph  Wheaton,  late  deputy  quartermaster 
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general,  and  major  of  cavalry,  praying  relief  in  the 
settlement  of  his  accounts  against  the  Government, 
as  stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  President  ofthe  Senate.- 

In  conformity  with  a  resolution  ofthe  Senate,  passed 
the  28lh  of  January,  1818, 1  communicate  herewith  to 
the  Senate  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Buildings,  required  by  that  resolution. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
NovKMBSK  23,  1820. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  petition 
of  John  Holmes,  of  Alabama,  praying  compensa- 
tion for  the  loss  of  a  horse,  as  stated  in  the  peti- 
tion ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  also  presented  the 
petition  of  Dr.  David  Moore,  praying  relief  in  the 
settlement  of  his  account  for  medical  services  ren- 
dered certain  sick  soldiers,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  John  Coffee,  engaged  in  an  expedition 
against  the  Creek  Indians  in  the  year  1813;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee.         i 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Presly  Kemper,  of  the  State  of  Ohio^  pray-  : 
ing  compensation    for  services  rendered   in   tbe  | 
capacity  of  principal   wagonmaster,  in  the  year  ' 
1812,  under  General  William  Hull ;  and  also  pay- 
ment of  the  balance  due  for  a  horse  and  accoutre- 
ments, taken  by  the  enemy  at  Detroit ;  which  was  ' 
read,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  gave  notice  that 
to-morrow  he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
granting  lo  the  people  of  the  county  of  Point  Cou-  ; 
pee,  in  the  Slate  of  Louisiana,  for  the  purposes  : 
therein  mentioned,  two  tracts  of  land.  | 

Mr.  Eaton  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  should  \ 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  offi-  1 
cers  and  volunteers  engaged  against  the  Seminole  ' 
Indians  in  the  year  1818.  j 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  l 
motion  of  the  16th  instant,  relating  to  the  compen-  ! 
sation  to  the  members  and  delegates  to  Congress ;  j 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post-  i 
poned  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  24th  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  securing  to  certain  actual  settlers,  when 
the  lands  they  occupy  shall  be  sold,  the  right  of 
remaining  on  the  same  until  they  shall  have  gath- 
ered their  growing  crops ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  paying  to  the 
State  of  Illinois  three  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds 
arising  from  the  sale  of  tbe  public  lands  within  the 
same ,  in  which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The   bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 
And  the  Senate  then  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  November  28. 

Mr.  Noble  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authoriz- 
ing by  law  so  much  ofthe  western  and  northern  boun- 
daries ofthe  State  of  Indiana  to  be  surveyed,  marked, 
and  designated,  as  divides  said  State  from  the  State  of 
Illinois  and  Territory  of  Michigan,  agreeably  to  the 
boundaries  as  established  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  enable  the  people  of  the  Indiana  Territory  to  form 
a  constitution  and  State  government,  and  for  the  ad- 
mission of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  eqnal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  States,"  passed  April  19, 1816.^ 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memorial  of  Eliza  Dill, 
Jane  Jervis,  and  Louisa  St.  C.  Robb,  daughters  of 
the  late  General  Arthur  St.  Clair,  praying  the 
payment  of  the  balance  stated  to  be  due  to  their 
deceased  father ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Chandler  presented  the  petition  of  Moses 
Wing,  of  Maine,  praying  an  increase  of  his  pen- 
sion ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of  Alexander 
Irvine,  of  Indiana,  praying  an  increase  of  pension ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  same 
committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  paying 
to  the  State  of  Illinois  three  per  cent,  of  tne  net 
proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands 
within  the  same,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Eaton  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in 
the  late  campaign  against  the  Seminole  Indians; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 


Wehnesday,  November  29. 

Edward  Lloyd,  from  the  State  of  Maryland, 
attended. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  constitution,  as  adopted  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  State  of  Missouri,  reported  a  reso- 
lution declaring  the  admission  of  the  State  of 
Missouri  into  the  Union ;  and  the  resolution  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  petition  of  Park 
Avery,  stating  that  he  has  been  erroneously  placed 
on  the  pension  list  as  a  private  soldier,  and  pray- 
ing the  pension,  to  which  by  law  he  is  entitled,  as 
a  commissioned  officer ;  ancl  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  gave  notice  that,  to- 
morrow, he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
incorporate  the  Columbian  Society  for  literary 
purposes. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  28th  instant,  relating  to  the  western 
and  northern  boundaries  of  the  State  of  Indiana, 
and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  Wii-aoN,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and  Austin  L. 
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Sands,  legal  representatives  of  Richardson  Sands, 
deceased,  and  others;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  volun- 
teers engaged  in  the  late  campaign  against  the 
Seminole  Indians,  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Roberts  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration :  j 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  whose  . 
daty  it  abali  be  to  examine  in  what  manner  the  money 
appropriated  towards  the  constraction  of  the  pubhc 
buildings,  and  to  provide  belter  accommodations  for 
the  Senate  in  the  north  wing  of  the  Capitol,  and  the 
improvement  of  the  public  grounds  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  may  have  been  applied ;  and  the  said 
committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 


THURsnAY,  November  30. 

Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying 
the  establishment  of  a  system  of  penitentiary  juris- 
prudence, and  the  authority  and  aid  of  Congress 
for  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings  for  carrying 
such  system  into  effect  in  said  district;  and  the 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition  of  Eleanor 
Lawrance,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying 
compensation  for  her  farm  on  Long  Island,  now 
occupied  by  troops  of  the  United  States,  as  a  mili- 
tary post ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Columbian  So- 
ciety for  literary  purposes ;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  granting  to  the  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  for  the  time  being,  and  his 
successors  in  office,  two  tracts  of  land  in  the 
county  of  Point  Coupee;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mississippi,  communicated  an 
attested  copy  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  entitled  "An  act  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  Natchez  Hospital,"  and  re- 
questing the  consent  of  Congress  thereto ;  and  the 
act  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
yesterday,  for  an  inquiry  into  the  application  of 
the  appropriations  for  public  improvements  in  the 
City  of  Washington ;  and  the  consideration  there- 
of was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  resolution  declaring  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union,  was  read  the 
second  time ;  and  the  further  consideration  there- 
of postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for, 
Monday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and 
Austin  L.  Sands,  legal  representatives  of  Rich- 
ardson Sands,  deceased,  and  others,  was  read  the 
second  time;  and  the  further  consideration  there- 
of was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Friday,  December  1. 

Elijah  H.  Mills,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  to  sup- 
ply the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of 
Prentiss  Mellen,  produced  his  credentials,  was 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  memorial 
of  Thomas  Shields,  purser  in  the  Navy,  praying 
compensation  for  certain  naval  stores  and  other 
property  destroyed  in  December,  1814,  by  the  ex- 
plosion of  a  battery  at  the  bay  of  St.  Louts,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  blown  up  by  Lieutenant  T.  A. 
C.  Jones,  of  the  Navy;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  presented  the  petition 
of  Mor^n  Brown,  praying  compensation  for  a 
horse  killed  while  in  the  employment  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  the  late  war  with  ine  Creek  Indians; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Jacques  Villere,  of  Louisiana,  praying  in- 
demnity for  a  number  of  slaves  taken  from  him 
by  the  British  on  their  retreat  from  New  Orleans 
in  1815 ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Purdy,  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  same 
committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  the 
late  campaign  against  the  Seminole  Indians,  re- 
ported the  same  with  amendments ;  which  were 
read. 

The  bill  granting  to  the  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  for  the  time  being,  and  his  succes- 
sors in  office,  two  tracts  of  land  in  the  county  of 
Point  Coupee,  was  read  the  second  time ;  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ebe- 
nezer Stevens  and  Austin  L.  Sands,  legal  represen- 
tatives of  Richardson  Sands,  deceased,  and  others  ; 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  BARBot'R  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  so  modifying 
the  law  {Punishing  piracy  as  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  commute  capital  punishment 
for  coniinement  in  penitentiary  houses. 

Mr.  RuGGLEs  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Retolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
provision  by  law  for  remitting  the  interest  that  has 
become  due  from  the  purchasers  of  the  public  lands  in 
consequence  of  their  inability  to  make  payments  agree- 
able to  the  terms  of  the  law,  and  for  giving  reasonabia 
time  to  said  purchasers  to  complete  the  payment  of 
the  principal. 
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The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  29th  ult.  for  an  inquiry  into  the  ap- 
plication of  the  appropriations  for  public  improve- 
ments in  the  city  ol  Washington,  and  agreed  there- 
to ;  and  Messrs.  Roberts,  Mills,  Burwell, Otis, 
and  Lloyd,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  which,  after  some  in- 
troductory matter,  concludes  by  submitting  the 
following  points,  on  which  they  ask  relief  and  pro- 
tection from  Congress : 

'•  1st.  The  charter  provides  that  no  director,  except 
the  President,  shall  be  eligible  for  more  than  three 
years  in  four.  This  provision  has,  in  practice,  been 
found  to  deny  to  the  bank  the  services  of  those  men  who 
are  best  qualified  to  administer  its  affairs  with  safety 
and  profit  to  the  institution.  It  is  a  provision  not  con- 
tained, your  petitioners  believe,  in  the  charter  of  any 
respectable  banking  institution.  It  was  not  contained 
in  the  charter  of  the  former  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  it  would  seem  that  the  provision  of  the  charter 
which  forbids  the  re-election  of  more  than  three-fourths 
of  the  directors  in  oflSce  at  the  time  of  an  annual  elec- 
tion (to  which  your  petitioners  have  no  objection)  is 
calculated  to  effect  all  the  ends  of  the  embarrassing 
provision  from  which  your  petitioners  now  crave  relief.  ; 

"2d.  At  present  there  is  no  authority  under  the 
laws  of  Congress  to  punish  any  fraud,  peculation,  or 
violation  of  trust,  committed  by  any  of  the  officers  of 
the  bank  or  its  offices,  and  on  this  point  the  State  laws  i 
are   also  supposed  to  be  deficient.     Nor  is  there  any 
adequate  civil  remedy  for  the  bsnk  against  its  faithless 
agents  who  may,  the  hour  before  their  dismissal  from 
office,  while  the  investigations  necessary  to  their  re-  : 
moval  indicate   to  them  that  result,  Uke  the  property 
of  the  bank  from  iU  vaulU,  and  withhold  it,  and,  if  i 
they  please,  give  it  in  payment  to  their  other  creditors, 
in  exclusion  of  the  bank  from  which  it  has  been  thus 
purloined. 

"  3d.  Under  the  charter,  it  has  been  doubted  whether 
the  bank  has  power  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  notes 
not  signed  by  the  President  and  countersigned  by  the 
cashier.  The  labor  and  the  time  necessary  to  sign 
notes  for  the  bank  and  all  its  branches,  are  much 
greater  than  either  of  those  officers  can  bestow  upon 
that  object,  and  hence  the  bank  has  been  unable  to  put 
in  circulation  a  sufficient  amount  of  notes  of  the 
smaller  denominations,  which  the  public  most  want, 
and  which  are  best  calculated  to  serve  the  interest  of 
the  bank.  If  authority  were  given  to  the  board,  from 
time  to  time,  to  appoint  one  or  more  persons  to  sign 
notes  of  the  smaller  denominations,  at  the  parent  bank, 
under  the  superintendence  and  direction  of  the  board 
and  iu  principal  officers,  there  would  be  no  public  risk, 
and  it  would  afford  all  the  aid  which  your  petitioners 
desire  on  the  point. 

"  4th.  Under  the  14th  section  of  the  act  incorporat- 
ing the  bank,  the  bills  or  notes  of  the  bank  originally 
made  payable,  or  which  shall  have  become  payable,  on 
demand,  are  made  receivable  in  all  payments  to  the 
United  States,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  act  of  Con- 
gress. Under  this  regulation,  the  power  of  the  bank 
to  make  its  capital  available,  either  for  its  own  profit 
or  the  public  good,  is  greatly  abridged.  The  sphere  of 
its  circulation  is  limited  to  those  places  where  it  is  least 
wanted,  and  made  to  exclude  those  where  it  would  be 
erainentiy  useful,  while  the  whole  currency  of  vast 


sections  of  the  eountry  ia  thereby  frequaotly  graatlj 

embarrassed."' 


The  memorial  was  read   and  referred  to  the 
Committe  on  Finance. 


Monday,  December  4. 
William  Pinkney,  from  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  petition  of  John  B. 
Timberlake,  praying  that,  in  the  liquidation  of  his 
accounts  with  the  Navy  Department,  a  just  allow- 
ance may  be  made  to  him  for  certain  losses  un- 
avoidably sustained  whilst  purser  of  the  frigates 
"  United*States"  and  "  President,"  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Greneral  Assembly  of  Louisiana, 
praying  the  grant  of  certain  lands  therein  described, 
for  certain  public  purposes ;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMSj  of  Mississippi,  presented  the 
memorial  of  Daniel  W.  Coxe,  praying  to  be  con- 
firmed in  his  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  mana- 
gers of  the  National  Vaccine  Institution  in  the 
District  of  Columbia ;"  the  bill  entitled  -'An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Perley  Keyes  and  Jason  Fairbank ;" 
the  bill,  entitled   "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elias 
Parks ;"'  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend 
the  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
'  representatives  of  Henry  Willis ;"  and,  also,  a  res- 
olution authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
!  Stales  to  cause  astronomical  observations  to  be 
'  made,  to  ascertain  the  longitude  of  the  Capitol  in 
the  City  of  Washington,  from  some  known  ine- 
I  ridian  in  Europe ;   in  which  bills  and  resolution 
'  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  four  bills  and  resolution  last  brought  up  for 
concurrence  were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

:  The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
i  of  the  1st  instj^nt,  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
mitting the  interest  on  payments  dtie  from  pur- 
chasers, and  giving  them  further  time  to  com- 
plete the  payment  of  the  principal ;  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Columbian  Society 
for  literary  purposes  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  EHstrict  of 
Columbia. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and  Austin  L.  Sands,  legal 
representatives  of  Richardson  Sands,  deceased,  and 
others,  and  no  amendment  having  been  proposed 
thereto,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House; 
and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
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mittee  of  the  Whofe,ithe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rob- 
ert Purdy  ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  to  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  the  late  cam- 
paign against  the  Seminole  Indians,  together  with 
the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs ;  and  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  was  postponed  to  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration : 

Resolvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extend- 
ing the  time  for  locating  miUtary  land  warrants  in  the 
Sute  of  Ohio. 

COMPENSATION  OF  MEMBERS. 

The  Senate,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
took  up  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Burrill 
on  the  16th  ultimo,  to  reduce  the  compensation  of 
members  of  Congress  to  six  dollars  a  day. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  observed  that  he  had 
no  doubt  the  ultimate  fate  of  this  proposition  would 
be  indefinite  postponement.  As  he  did  not,  how- 
ever, desire  a  discussion  of  the  subject  at  present, 
he  would  not  make  that  motion,  but  would  move 
its  postponement  until  next  Monday  week,  the  18th 
instant ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  res- 
olution was  postponed  accordingly. 

PUNISHMENT  OF  PIRACY. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Barbour,  on 
Friday  last,  was  taken  up,  and  having  been  modi- 
fied by  the  mover,  so  as  to  direct  an  inquiry  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  commute  the  capital  punishment 
of  piracy  by  confinement  in  penitentiary  houses, 
in  such  cases  as  he  may  deem  expedient — 

Mr.  Barbour  proceeded  to  give,  at  considerable 
length,  his  views  in  support  of  the  object  of  his 
motion.  He  entered  into  a  general  defence  of  the 
superiority  of  the  penitentiary  system  of  punish- 
ment over  the  old  code,  contrasting  the  mildness 
and  good  effects  of  the  one,  with  the  cruelty,  yet  in- 
effectual operation,  of  the  other — maintaining  the 
great  superiority  of  the  former,  not  only  in  its  human- 
ity, but  in  its  salutary  effects  on  the  subject  of  the 
punishment,  as  well  as  in  its  example  on  society — 
and  referring  to  facts  and  experience  in  some  of 
the  States,  Virginia  particularly,  compared  with 
the  effects  of  the  bloody  code  in  England  and  this 
country,  to  sustain  his  opinions. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  objection. 

ADMISSION  OF  MISSOURI. 

The  Senate,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  de- 
claring the  admission  of  the  State  of  Missouri  into 
the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  (chairman  of 
the  select  committee  which  reported  the  resolution,) 
observed  that  the  resolution  was  conformable  to 
those  adopted  on  similar  occasions  heretofore,  and 
he  hoped  there  would  be  no  difficulty  or  delay  in 
its  passage.    The  constitution  of  the  new  State 


was  republican,  and  no  objection,  he  presumed, 
could  arise  to  it :  it  was  unnecessary  to  detain  the 
Senate  with  any  remarks  on  the  subject,  unless  any 
explanations  were  desired  by  gentlemen,  which  he 
would  with  pleasure  afford,  so  far  as  he  was  able. 
He  trusted  the  resolution  would  now  be  acted  on, 
and  the  members  from  the  new  State,  who  had 
been  waiting  for  a  considerable  time,  be  admitted 
to  their  seats  in  the  National  Councils. 

Mr.  Eaton,  of  Tennessee,  disclaimed  any  dis- 
position to  create  delay  on  this  subject ;  but  it  was 
proper,  Mr.  E.  said,  that  the  mind  of  every  mem- 
ber should  be  satisfied  on  a  question  of  so  much 
importance  before  he  was  called  on  to  give  his 
vote.  His  own  mind,  he  confessed,  was  not  sat- 
isfied ;  and,  to  obtain  time  for  reflection,  and  to 
mature  his  opinion  on  it,  he  should  move  to  post- 
pone the  resolution  to  a  future  day.  At  present, 
he  repeated,  he  was  not  prepared  to  vote  either  in 
the  affirmative  or  negative,  with  the  conviction  of 
being  right.  There  were  controverted  pointi  in 
the  constitution  presented  by  the  new  State,  and 
he  wished  to  see  whether  it  was  in  all  respects 
conformable  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  Another  reason  which  Mr.  E.  offered  in 
favor  of  a  postponement  of  the  question  here,  was, 
that  the  House  of  Representatives  (if  he  might 
refer  to  its  proceedings  without  being  out  of  order) 
had  fixed  on  Wednesday  next  for  going  into  the 
consideration  of  the  subject,  and  he  did  not  con- 
sider it  expedient  or  proper  for  both  Houses  to  be 
discussing  the  same  question  contemporaneously. 
He  deemed  it  a  more  eligible  course  that  the  sub- 
ject should  be  acted  on  in  one  House  first,  and 
then  be  taken  up  in  the  other.  To  obtain  time  for 
himself,  however,  as  he  at  first  intimated,  he  should 
ask  the  Senate  to  postpone  the  resolution  to  Wed- 
nesday next  only,  and  accordingly  made  a  motion 
to  that  effect. 

Mr.  S.MiTH  would  not  oppose  the  motion,  hut 
he  objected  to  that  reason  of  the  gentleman,  for 
postponement,  which  referred  to  the  purposes  of 
the  other  House.  There  was  no  such  comity 
due  to  that  House  from  this,  as  to  wait  until  it 
had  decided  a  question  before  it  should  be  taken 
up  here.  This  opinion  was  not  incompatible  with 
perfect  respect  for  the  other  House  ;  and  such  an 
argument  ought  not  to  govern  the  Senate  or  any 
other  body.  This  question,  Mr.  S.  remarked,  haa, 
in  another  shape,  at  the  last  session  occupied  a 
vast  portion  of  the  time  of  the  Senate,  and  there 
was  no  authority  for  believing  that  the  present 
would  be  a  debated  question.  If  gentlemen  had 
any  objections  to  the  constitution,  let  them  state 
them  at  once,  and  it  would  then  be  known  whether 
any  discussion  was  to  ensue.  Heretofore,  States  had 
come  into  the  Union  without  being  stopped  at  the 
threshold.  He  referred  to  the  State  or  Indiana, 
in  1816 ;  while  the  resolution  for  the  admission  of 
Indiana  was  under  progress  in  the  Senate,  the 
House  of  Representatives  had  the  member  from 
that  Stale  in  his  seat  debating  and  voting.  There 
was  no  reason  why  the  Senate,  in  the  present  case, 
should  wait  for  the  other  House  ;  let  this  branch 
go  on  and  decide  whether  the  new  members  have 
a  right  to  their  seats.     It  was  only  when  this  iU- 
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fated  Missouri  presented  itself  for  admission,  that 
a  desire  was  expressed  for  procrastination  and  delay. 
He  hoped  the  Senate  would  not  agree  to  the  mo- 
tion, unless  divested  of  the  reason  given  by  the 
mover  in  relation  to  the  other  House. 

Mr.  Eato.n  replied  that  the  argument  objected 
to  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  had 
been  merely  thrown  out  by  him  from  an  impression 
that  it  was  not  proper  for  both  Houses  to  be  acting 
on  the  subject  at  one  and  the  same  moment.  It 
was  strange,  however,  he  thought,  that  the  gentle- 
man should  object  to  the  motion  solely  because  m 
his  opinion  one  bad  argument  was  offered  in  its 
favor.  It  was  singular  that  a  proposition  admitted 
to  have  sufficient  good  reasons  in  its  support, 
should  be  opposed  by  the  gentleman  merely  because 
the  arguments  for  it  concluded  with  a  bad  one. 
He  had  stated  that  he  entertained  doubts  on  the 
question,  and  he  only  desired  one  or  two  days  for 
reflection,  and  to  make  up  an  opinion.  He  con- 
cluded by  varying  his  motion  for  postponement  to 
Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  felt  no  reluctance 
to  postpone  the  subject  for  the  gentleman's  accom- 
modation, but  he  would  not  consent  to  the  post- 
ponement for  the  reason  that  the  Senate  ought  to 
wait  the  decision  of  the  other  House,  because  the 
latter  reason  might  operate  to  the  postponement  of 
here  altogether,  or  at  least  for  a  conside- 
perioni  beyond  the  time  now  propo>ed.     His 
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only  motiv^for  objecting  to  the  motion  was  on 
account  of  the  latter  argument  urged  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  iMnessee.  If  the  gentleman  wanted 
time  merely  to  naature  his  opinion,  let  him  move 
the  postponement  \from  day  to  day,  until  he  had 
made  up  his  mind  on  the  question.  Mr.  J.  said 
the  question  to  be  decided  was  one  of  great  im- 
portance ;  it  swallowed  up,  in  fact,  every  other, 
and  until  it  was  settled,  they  could  not  well  go  on 
with  the  ordinary  business  of  the  session.  He  was 
unwilling,  thereiore,  to  postpone  it  on  a  motion 
accoin(>anied  by  a  reason  that  might  call  for  still 
further  delay.  He  was  not  willing  to  wait  for  the 
othfr  House,  as  he  deemed  it  right  and  proper  for 
the  Senate  to  decide  the  question  as  early  as  pos- 
sible; sufficient  delay  had  already  taken  place,  and 
he  hoped  the  gentleman  would  change  his  motion 
to  a  postponement  until  to-morrow  only.  If  he 
should  not  then  be  prepared  for  the  question,  Mr. 
J.  said  he  would  agree  to  give  him  further  time. 

Mr.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  was  never  opposed 
to  allowing  gentlemen  time  to  make  up  their  opin- 
ions on  all  matters  of  deliberation  ;  but  in  this  case 
he  concurred  with  Messrs.  S.mith  and  Johnson, 
in  their  opposition  to  the  motion,  for  the  reasons 
they  had  assigned.  The  argument  used  by  Mr. 
Eaton,  that  it  was  proper  to  wait  the  decision  of 
the  other  House,  amounted  almost  to  an  indefinite 
postponement  oi  the  subject  here.  He  was  averse 
to  delay  on  thatground.  The  question,  he  thought, 
had  been  forever  sealed  at  the  last  session  ;  so  luUy 
was  he  persuaded  of  this,  that  he  had  supposed  ac- 
cursed would  have  been  the  hand  that  should  again 
open  this  fountain  of  bitter  waters.  Mr.  B.  then 
proceeded  into  a  brief  argument  to  show  that  it 
was  right  and  proper,  under  every  consideration 
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of  courtesy  towards  the  members  from  the  new 
State,  now  kept  waiting  at  the  bar  for  admission, 
and  towards  the  State  itself,  to  decide  the  question 
without  more  delay.  A  contrary  course,  he  urged, 
would  be  a  departure  from  the  proceeding  in  all 
pre-existing  cases  ;  and  he  could  not  believe  that 
a  mere  technical  exception  could  operate  on  the 
wisdom  of  the  Senate,  of  which  he  entertained  the 
most  exalted  opinion,  to  prevent  it  from  eternally 
burying  the  brand  of  discord  which  had  been 
lighted  up  at  the  last  session.  Mr.  B.  said,  as  there 
was  no  good  reason  for  the  postponement  asked 
for,  he  must  vote  against  it.  He  hoped  the  time 
would  never  come  when  the  opinion  of  this  body, 
solemnly  expressed,  would  not  have  a  great  moral 
effect  out  of  doors  as  well  as  in  doors.  This  ques- 
tion was  looked  at  by  the  nation  with  much  anx- 
iety and  some  degree  of  alarm,  and  he  hoped  the 
Senate  would  not  keep  the  public  mind  in  suspense, 
but  decide  it  without  delay. 

Mr.  Eaton  having  again  varied  his  motion  to 
its  original  shape,  for  Wednesday — 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  said,  as  the  gentle- 
man had  placed  his  motion  on  the  ground  of  per- 
sonal indulgence,  he  would  cheertully  withdraw 
his  opposition  to  the  postponement,  as  he  was  al- 
ways ready  to  accord  to  any  gentleman  reasonable 
time  for  preparation. 

Mr.  S.mith  concurred  with  Mr.  Johnson  in  this 
sentiment,  and,  for  the  same  reason,  would  not 
oppose  thu  postponement  to  Wednesday. 

Mr.  Eaton  added  a  few  words  explanatory  of 
his  reasons  for  asking  a  short  delay.  His  health 
had  not  been  good,  and  he  had  not  possessed  the 
opportunity  of  satisfying  his  mind  on  some  points 
involved  in  the  decision  of  the  question.  He 
thought  opposition  to  such  a  motion  was  unusual, 
and  that  when  any  gentleman  asked  further  time 
it  was  always  granted,  even  when  the  question 
was  one  of  inconsiderable  importance ;  but,  on  a 
question  of  such  acknowledged  magnitude,  it  was 
still  more  extraordinary  that  the  indulgence  he 
asked  should  have  been  opposed.  He  wanted  no 
lime  to  prepare  a  great  harangue,  for  he  should 
probably  pass  over  the  question  silently  ;  but  it 
was  to  see  if  a  measure  which  he  was  called  to 
vote  on  would  violate  the  instrument  which  he  had 
sworn  to  observe. 

Mr.  Smith  rose  again,  merely  to  correct  the 
gentleman  as  to  a  fact.  The  gentleman  had  stated 
that  time  was  never  refused  to  a  member  when  he 
asked  for  it ;  but  Mr.  S.  recollected,  on  one  occa- 
sion, he  himself,  late  in  the  day,  asked  the  Senate 
to  postpone  the  question  on  the  bank  only  to  the 
next  day,  and  was  refused  ;  and,  so  far  from  indul- 
ging him,  they  took  the  question  over  his  head, 
whUe  he  was  in  the  midst  of  a  speech  on  the 
subject. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  postponing  the 
resolution    to   Wednesday,   and   was  agreed   to, 
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TuEsnAY,  December  5. 
The  PREdioENT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  prepared  in  obedience 
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to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  Treas- 
ury Department." 

Mr.  Wilson  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration: 

Reaolced,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allow- 
ing to  the  oflBcers  of  the  army  a  specific  sum  monthly 
in  lieu  of  their  present  pay.  rations,  and  other  emol- 
uments. 

Mr.  MoRRiL,  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  the  agent  employed  under  the 
act  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  purchase  of  fire 
engines  and  for  building  houses  for  the  safe  keep- 
ing of  the  same,"  to  inform  the  Senate  if  said  act  is 
carried  into  complete  effect ;  if  not,  to  what  degree, 
and  why  not  fully;  and,  also,  if  a  warrant  has  been 
issued  from  the  Treasury  Depaitment  for  the  sum  ap- 
propriated, and  if  so,  when  issued. 

Mr.  Noble  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lisbing  an  additional  laud  office  in  the  State  of  In- 
diana. 

Mr.  Thoma.s,  from  the  Committue  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  for  paying  to  the  Slate  of  Illi- 
nois three  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  arising  from 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands  within  the  same,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

The  bill  for  thci  relief  of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and 
Austin  L.  Sands,  legal  representatives  of  Rich- 
ardson Saads,  deceased,  and  others,  Avas  amended 
by  unanimous  consent,  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
yesterday,  to  extend  the  time  for  locating  military 
land  warrants  in  Ohio ;  and,  on  motion,  it  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled "An  act  fur  the  reliefofEIias  Parks,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  anttrreferred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Henry 
Willis,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Managers  of 
the  National  Vaccine  Institution  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Perley  Keys  and 
Jason  Fairbanks,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  resolution  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives authorizing  the  Prcsidentof  the  United  States 
to  cause  astronomical  observations  to  be  made  to 
ascertain  the  longitude  of  the  Capitol  in  the  City 
of  WashingtJB,  from  some  known  meridian  in 


Europe,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
to  incorporate  the  Columbian  Society  for  literary 
purposes,  reported  the  same  with  amendments; 
which  were  read. 

Mr.  Barboir  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Janney,  praying  compensation  for  buildings  and 
other  property  destroyed  by  the  enemy  during  the 
late  war  with  Great  lBritain,in  consequence  of  the 
occupancy  thereof  by  militia  ;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  RiGGLEs  presented  two  memorials,  signed 
by  a  number  of  individuals  concerned  directly  or 
indirectly,  as  purchasers  of  public  lands,  prior  to 
the  law  "  making  further  provision  for  the  sale  of 
the  public  lands,"  stating  that  said  law  operates 
injuriously  on  them,  and  praying  that  th«y  may 
be  permitted  to  apply  the  |)ayments  already  made 
to  such  portions  of  their  entries  as  such  payments 
will  cover,  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  that  the 
residue  may  revert  to  the  United  States;  and  the 
memorials  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  PiNKNEY  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Gooding  and  James  Williams,  late  owners  of  the 
private  armed  schooner  "Midas,"  praying'  that 
they  may  be  paid  the  bounty  allowed  by  law  to 
the  owners  of  private  armed  vessels  for  the  cap- 
ture and  delivery  of  prisoners,  on  twenty-two  slaves 
that  formed  jwrt  of  the  crew  of  the  British  priva- 
teer "Dash,"  captured  in  the  year  1814,  by  the 
"  Midas  ;"  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  rekrred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  RucGLEH  presented  the  petition  of  Elderkirt 
Potter,  praying  compensation  for  a  horse  lost 
whilst  in  the  service  of  the  United  State>;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims. 

CASE  OF  MATTHEW  LYON. 

Mr.  Barbour  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Matthew  Lyon,  submitted 
the  following  report ;  which  was  read: 

The  claim  of  the  petitioner  to  redress  rests  on  the 
facts,  that  he  was  conricted  under  the  law  commonly 
called  the  sedition  act,  and  sufit^rrd  in  his  body  by  a 
long  and  loathsome  confinement  in  jail,  and  in  his 
estate  by  the  payment  of  a  large  fine.  He  ast^rts  that 
the  law  under  which  he  suffered  was  unconstitutional; 
and  proceeds  to  infer  that  when  a  citizen  has  been 
injured  by  an  unconstitutional  stretch  of  power  he  is 
entitled  to  indemnity. 

Although  this  be  the  cat>e  of  an  individual,  iu  cor- 
rect decision  involves  general  principles,  so  highly  im* 
portant  as  to  claim  a  profound  consideration. 

Under  this  solemn  impression,  a  majority  of  the 
committee,  after  the  severest  investigation,  have  deci- 
ded that  the  petitioner  is  entitled  to  relief. 

They  owe  it  to  themselves  and  to  the  occasion  to 
present  succinctly  to  the  Senate  some  of  the  promi- 
nent reasons  which  have  produced  this  determination. 
The  firht  question  that  naturally  presents  itself  in  the 
investigation  is,  Was  the  law  Constitutional  ?  The 
committee  have  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing,  in  their 
opinion,  if  wis  not.     They  think  it  is  not  necei>sary  at 
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this  day  to  enter  into  an  elaborate  disquisition  to  sus- 
tain the  correctness  of  this  opinion.     They  will  con- 
tent themselves  by  referring  to  the  history  of  the  times 
in  which  the  law  originated,  when  both  its  constitu- 
tionality and  expediency  underwent  the  strictest  scru- 
tiny.    The  opponents  of  the  law  challenged  its  advo- 
cates to  point  out  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  which 
had  armed  the  Government  with  so  formidable  a  power 
as  the  control  of,  or  interference  with,  the  press.     A 
Government,  said  they,  of  limited  powers,  and  author- 
ized to   execute  such  only  as  are  expressly  given  by 
the  Constitution,  or  such  as  are  properly  incident  to 
an  express  power,  and  necessary  to  its  execution,  has 
exercised  an  authority  over  a  most  important  subject, 
which,  so  far  from  having  been  delegated,  has  been 
expressly  withheld.     That  the  patriots  contemporary 
with   the   adoption   of  the  Constitution,  not  content 
with  the  universally  received  opinion,  that  all  power 
not  granted  bad   been  withheld,  to  obviate  ail  doubt 
on  a  point  of  such   moment,  insisted  that  an  amend- 
ment to  that  effect  should  be  inserted  in  the  Consti- 
tution ;  and  still  jealous  of  that  propensity,  incident  to 
all  Governments,  no  matter  what  may  be  the  form  of 
its  organization,  or  by  whom  administered,  to  enlarge 
the  sphere   of  its  authority,  they,  by  express  provis- 
ions,  guarded    from  violation   some  of  the   cardinal 
principles  of  liberty  ;  among  these,  as  most  important, 
they  placed  the  liberty  of  conacience  and  of  the  press. 
Profoundly  versed   in    the  history  of  human   affairs, 
whose  every  page  made  known  that  all  Governments 
had  seized  on  the  altar  and  the  press,  and  prostituted 
them  into  the  most  formidable  engines  against  the 
liberty  of  mankind,  they  resolved,  and  most  wisely  so, 
as  the  sequel   has   evinced,  to  surround  these  great, 
natural,  and  inalienable  rights  by  impassable  barriers; 
and,  to  that  end,  have  expressly  declared,  that  Con- 
gress shoulJ  have  no  p<>wer  to  legislate  on  them  ;  and, 
notwithstanding  these  great  obstacles,  you  have  passed 
this  act.     The  advocates  of  the  law  vainly  endeavored 
to    defend  themselves    by  a  technical    discrimination 
between  the  liberty  and  licentiousness  of  the  press. 
The   American  people,   by  overwhelming   majorities, 
approaching,  indeed,    unanimity,  denounced  the  law 
as  a  palpable  and  an  alarming  infraction  of  the  Con- 
stitution ;  and,  although  no  official  record  of  that  de- 
cision can  be  produced,  it  is  as  notorious  as  a  change 
of  their  public  servants,  which  took  place  at  that  time, 
and  to  which   this  obnoxious  measure  so  essentially 
contributed. 

The  committee  cannot  withhold  an  expression  of 
regret,  that,  upon  the  restoration  of  sound  principles, 
the  Congress  of  the  times  should  have  omitted  to 
leave  some  memorial  on  their  records,  of  their  disap- 
probation of  this  unjustifiable  assumption  of  power ; 
and  none  would  have  been  more  satisfactory  than  an 
ample  indemnity  to  those  who  had  suflfered  by  iu  op- 
eration. In  the  fluctuating  conflicts  between  power 
and  liberty,  which  exist  everywhere,  in  a  greater  or 
lesser  degree,  where  any  portion  of  liberty  is  to  b« 
found,  it  is  believed,  by  the  committee,  to  be  a  most 
solemn  duty  imposed  on  the  defenders  of  the  latter,  in 
every  triumph  it  may  acquire  over  the  encroachments 
of  the  former,  to  make  cerUin  every  doubtful  point, 
to  which  resort  had  been  had  as  a  pretext  for  such 
encroachment;  to  repair  every  breach  made  in  the 
Constitution ;  and,  if  practicable,  to  surround  liberty 
with  new  ramparts.  That  having  been  omitted  by 
our  predecessors,  in  the  instance  of  the  sedition  act, 
the  task  devolves  on  us.  And  although  it  has  been 
long  delayed,  the  regret  arising  therefrom  is,  in  some 


degree,  lessened  by  the  reflection  that  the  decision 
now  to  be  pronounced,  when  the  angry  passions  of 
party  have  subsided,  will  be  dictated  by  an  exclusive 
regard  to  the  intrinsic  merits  of  the  question,  and  the 
interesting  consideration  it  involves. 

The  committee  are  aware,  that,  in  opposition  to  thia 
view  of  the  subject,  the  decision  of  some  of  the  judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  sustaining  the  constitutionality 
of  the  law,  has  been  frequently  referred  to,  as  sover- 
eign and  conclusive  of  the  question. 

The  committee  entertain  a  high  respect  for  the  pu- 
rity and  intelligence  of  the  judiciary.  But  it  is  a  ra- 
tional respect,  limited  by  a  knowledge  of  the  frailty  of 
human  nature,  and  the  theory  of  the  Constitution, 
which  declares,  not  only  that  judges  may  err  in  opinion, 
but  also  may  commit  crimes,  and  hence  has  provided 
a  tribunal  for  the  trial  of  offienders. 

In  times  of  violent  party   excitement,    agitating  a 
whole  nation,  to  expect  that  judges  will  be  entirely  ex- 
empt  from  its  influence,  argues  a  profound  ignorance 
I  of  mankind.     Although  clothed  with  the  ermine,  they 
!  are  still  men,  and  carry  into  the  judgment  seat  the 
I  passions  and  motives  common  to  their  kind.    Their  de- 
'  cisionu,  on   party  questions,    reflect   their  individual 
'  opinions,  which  frequently  betray  them  unconsciously 
into  error.     To  balance  the  judgment  of  a  whole  peo- 
ple, by  that  of  two  or  three  men,  no  matter  what  may 
;  be  their  official  elevation,  is  to  exalt  the  creature  of  the 
:  Constitution  above  its  creator,  and  to  assail  the  foun- 
'  dation  of  our  political  fabric,  which  is,  that  the  decision 
of  the  people  is  infallible,  from  which  there  is  no  ap- 
peal, but  to  Heaven. 
'      Taking  it,   therefore,  as  granted,  that  the  law  was 
unconstitutional,  we    are  led    to    the  next  question, 
growing  out  of  the  inquiry,  is  the  petitioner  entitled  to 
relief?     This  question,  as  a  general  one,   is  not  sus- 
ceptible of  that  precise  answer,  which  inif;ht  establish 
a  uniform  rule,  applying  equally  to  all  times,  and  to 
all  occasions.     On  the  contrary,  it  must  be  decided  by 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  every  case  to  which  its 
application  is  attempted. 

The  committee,  for  instance,  would  themselves  de- 
cide that  relief  was  impracticable,  where,  from  a  long 
course  of  tyranny,  attended  with  a  rapacity  far  and 
wide,  society  had  become  so  impoverished  that  the  at- 
tempt to  relieve  might  blight  every  prospect  of  future 
prosperity.  Nor  could  they  advocate  relief,  where  the 
'■  authority  exercised  admitted  of  a  rational  doubt  as  to 
'.  its  constitutionality,  upon  powers  not  expressly  inhib- 
ited, nor  in  cases,  perhajM,  where  the  amount  of  the 
injuries  complained  of  could  not  be  ascertained  with  « 
reasonable  precision.  None  of  these  ditficulties,  how- 
ever, present  themselves  in  this  case.  The  law  under 
which  the  petitioner  suffered,  as  has  been  previously 
asserted,  and  attempted  to  be  shown,  was  palpably  un- 
constitutional, as  being  directly  in  opposition  to  an  ex- 
press clause  of  the  Constitution.  The  amount  of  the 
injury  austained,  in  so  far  as  relates  to  the  fine  paid 
by  the  petitioner,  is  fixed  and  certain,  and  the  sum 
equal  to  a  reimbursement  is  insignificant  to  the  nation. 
In  this  case,  therefore,  the  committee  think  the  Gov- 
ernment is  under  a  moral  obligation  to  indemnify  the 
petitioner.  An  indemnity  as  consistent  with  policy  as 
with  justice,  inculcating  an  instructive  lesson  to  the 
oppressor  and  the  oppressed.  Successful  usurpation 
I  yields,  indeed,  to  but  few  checks  ;  among  the  few  is 
!  the  justice  to  posterity,  who  take  cognizance  equally  of 
the  crimes  of  the  usurper,  and  of  the  sufferings  and 
the  virtue  of  his  victim— condemning  the  former,  a.nd 
administering  relief  to  the  latter.      And  what  more 
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coiuolatory  to  the  sufiering  patriot,  what  better  calcu- 
Ut«d  to  inspire  constancy  and  courage,  than  a  convic- 
tion, founded  on  fact,  that  his  wrongs,  on  the  restora- 
tion of  sound  principles,  will  attract  the  regard  of  the 
successful  asserters  of  freedom,  and  who  will  cheerfully 
indemnify  biro  for  the  injuries  be  has  sustained  ?  Such 
examples  are  not  wanting  in  Governments  less  bene- 
ficent than  ours — that  of  England  is  replete  with  in- 
stances of  this  kind.  Acts  of  Parliament,  passed  in 
times  of  heat  and  excitement,  are  frequently  reversed, 
and  the  individuals  on  who(n  they  had  operated  are 
restored  to  the  righU  of  which  they  had  been  deprived. 
Succeeding  Parliaments  do  not  hesitate  to  indemnify 
the  victims  of  oppression,  because  they  bad  suffered 
under  the  forms  of  law.  AcU  of  their  Legislature, 
whose  power  is  omnipotent,  form  no  obstacle  with 
those  to  whom  their  injustice  is  made  manifest,  in 
granting  relief.  An  American  Congress  will  not  suffer 
itself  to  be  exceeded  by  any  Government  in  acts  of 
justice  or  beneficence. 

The  committee  have  only  further  to  remark,  that  the 
Executive  interposed  its  authority  in  various  cases,  and 
granted  a  full  pardon  to  those  convicted  under  the  act 
in  question,  by  which  their  fines  were  either  remitted. 
or  restored ;  relief,  therefore,  to  the  petitioner,  would 
be  only  a  common  measure  of  justice.  According  to 
information  received  from  ibe  Department  of  State,  no 
money  has  ever  been  paid  into  the  Treasury  by  theoffi- 
cer  who  received  the  fines  imposed  under  the  sedition 
act.  It  is  submitted  to  the  discretion  of  the  Senate,  whe- 
ther provision  shall  be  made  by  law  to  indemnify  the 
petitioner,  l.y  directing  the  amount  of  his  fine  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  Treasury,  or  to  reclaim  it  from  the  delinquent 
officer  or  officers ;  and,  in  the  latter  event,  to  be  at 
liberty  to  use  the  name  of  the  United  States  in  any 
prosecution  to  which  resort  may  be  had,  with  a  view 
to  that  end. 

Inasmuch,  however,  as  the  relief  proposed  to  be  given 
in  this  case  is  on  general  principles,  the  committee  are 
of  opinion  it  should  be  afforded  also  to  every  sufferer 
under  the  law.  | 

They,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  followine 
resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  tlje  act,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes,"  approved  the  14th  of  July,  1798,  as  pre- 
tends to  prescribe  and  punish  libels,  is  unconstitu- 
tional. 

Rtsolted,  That  the  fines  collected  under  that  act 
ought  to  be  restored  to  those  from  whom  they  were 
exacted;  and  that  these  resolutions  be  recommitted  to 
the  committee  who  brought  them  in,  with  instrucUons 
to  report  a  bill  to  that  effect. 


Wed.nesday,  December  6, 

Mr.  Trimble  presented  three  memorials,  signed 
by  a  number  of  individuals  concerned  direcilv  or 
mdirectly,  as  purchasers  of  public  lands,  prior  to 
the  law  "rnaking  further  provision  for  the  sale  of 
the  publiclands,  stating  that  said  law  operates 
injuriously  on  them  and  praying  that  iheVmay 
be  permitted  to  apply  the  payments  already  made 
to  such  portions  of  their  entries  as  such  payments 
will  cover,  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  that  the 
residue  may  revert  to  the  United  States;  and  the 
memorials  were  read,  and  severally  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Hardiman,  of  Missouri,  praying  to  be  confirmed 
in  his  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Missouri;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Affairs  to  whom  the  subject  was 
referred,  reported  a  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a 
further  time,  the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  estab- 
lishing trading-houses  with  the  Indian  tribes;" 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Trimble  gave  notice,  that,  to-morrow,  he 
would  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
appointment  of  commissioners  to  lay  out  a  canal 
in  the  Slate  of  Ohio. 

The  Senate  proceetjfd  to  consider  the  motion  of 
yesterday,  requesting  information  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  respecting  the  execution  of 
the  act  "authorizing  the  purchase  of  fire  engines 
and  for  building  houses  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the 
same;"  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
yesterday,  instructing  the  Commitiee  on  Military 
Affairs  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 
to  officers  a  specific  sum  monthly  in  lieu  of  their 
present  pay,  rations,  and  other  emoluments;  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  yesterday,  instructing  the  Conunitti-e  on  Public 
Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establish- 
ing an  additional  land  office  in  Indiana ;  and 
agfeed  thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 

the  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  Matthew 

Lyon ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 

postponed  to  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 

I  Wednesday  next. 

I  The  Senate  proce«led  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  paying  to  the  State  of  Illinois  three 
per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale 
of  the  public  lands  within  the  same;"  and  the 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to-mor- 
row. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  motion  of  the  fourth 
instant,  requesting  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency 
of  extending  the  time  for  locating  military  land 
warrants  in  Ohio;  which  was  amended  and  agreed 
to,  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  b« 
requested  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending 
the  tune  for  locating  military  land  warranU  m  the 
State  of  Ohio. 

COLUMBIAN  SOCIETY'. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  incorporate  "  the  Columbian  Society  for  Liter- 
ary purposes." 

Mr.  JoHNBo.N,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  a  genera! 
view  of  the  character  of  the  association  and  its 
obiects,  to  establish  its  laudable  and  unobjection- 
able nature;  and,  by  comparing  it  with  other  in- 
corporations created  by  Congress,  argued  to  show 
that  it  was  entirely  unexceptionable,  being  merely 
the  incorporation  of  the  managers  of  a  college 
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erected  purely  for  the  promotion  of  those  branches 
of  education  which  were  taught  in  other  institu- 
tions of  learning.  The  same  bill,  Mr.  J.  remarked, 
bad  been  defeated  at  the  last  session,  merely  be- 
cause the  title,  which  had  been  inadvertently  and 
without  reflection  given  to  it,  had  been  coiistrued 
by  gentlemen  into  an  indication  that  the  bill  was 
for  the  incorporation  of  an  exclusive  religious  so- 
ciety for  religious  objects  alone.  Mr.  J.  concluded 
by  moving  to  postpone  the  bill  to  Friday  next, 
that  it  might  not  now  interfere  with  business  of 
more  importance,  and  to  give  time  for  consider- 
ing it. 

Mr.  Horsey  avowed  himself  willing  to  vote  for 
the  incorporation  of  this  society,  under  certain 
limitations  and  restrictions,  in  wnich  the  bill  was 
now  defective.  He  would  confine  the  society,  by 
express  provisions,  to  objects  strictly  collegiate  and 
literary.  The  bill  was  defective  in  not  defining 
the  mode  of  electing  its  principal,  its  trustees,  pro- 
fessors, Ac,  and  he  would  provide  especially  that 
no  person  should  be  excluded  from  an  office  in  the 
college,  or  from  its  benefits,  on  account  of  his  reli- 
gious opinions.  These  were  objects  he  wished  to 
provide  for  in  the  bill,  and  therefore  would  wish  it 
to  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Mr.  JoH.NsoN,  of  Kentucky,  concurred  entirely 
in  the  views  of  Mr.  Horsey,  and  acquiesced  in  its 
recommitment ;  and  the  bill  was  recommitted  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  other  intervening  subjects  on  the  orders  of 
the  day  being,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  post- 
poned for  that  purpose — 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  declaring  the  admission  into  the  Union 
of  the 

STATE  OF  MISSOURL 

Mr.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  rose  merely  to  sug- 
gest, as  there  was  no  doubt  the  mind  of  every  gen- 
tleman was  fully  made  up  on  the  subject,  that  the 
question  should  be  decided  without  consuming  the 
time  of  the  Senate  in  further  debate. 

Mr.  Eaton,  of  Tennessee,  said,  before  the  ques- 
tion was  taken,  he  would  ask  leave  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing proviso  to  the  resolution  : 

Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
■o  construed  as  to  give  the  assent  of  Congress  to  any 
provision  in  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  if  any  such 
there  be,  which  contravenes  that  clause  in  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  which  declares  that  "the 
eitisens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges 
and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  States." 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  thought  this  amend- 
ment of  too  much  importance  to  be  decided  with- 
out a  moment's  reflection.  Some  little  time,  he 
thought,  ought  to  be  allowed  to  see  its  bearing ;  to 
see  whether  it  meant  any  thing  or  nothing,  and,  if 
any  thing,  what  that  was.  He  hoped  the  question 
would  be  postponed  at  least  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Eaton  observed,  that  there  was  a  feature 
in  the  constitution  of  Missouri  which  presented  a 


the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  some 
might  not  be  willing  to  adopt  the  unconditional 
terms  of  the  resolution  which  declared  the  new 
constitution  to  be  republican,  and  in  conformity  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  It  was  to 
obviate  difficulty  on  this  point,  by  avoiding  a  dec- 
laration one  way  or  the  other  on  the  questionable 
clause,  that  he  offered  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  confessed  himself  at 
some  loss  how  to  decide  on  this  amendment.  If 
he  voted  in  the  affirmative,  it  might  seem  as  if 
the  Senate  could  pass  a  resolution  contrary  to  the 
Constitution ;  if  in  the  negative,  it  would  declare 
that  a  clause  should  have  no  effect  which  could 
have  none,  and  must  be  nugatory.  He  thought  a 
day,  at  least,  should  be  given  to  consider  the  mat- 
ter. For  himself,  he  had  asked  no  delay  of  the 
resolution ;  he  was  ready  to  vote  on  it ;  and  he 
took  this  occasion  to  say  he  had  not  desired  the 
subject  to  be  reopened  in  the  Senate ;  he  believed 
it  would  do  no  good,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
public  tranquillity  would  be  promoted  by  deciding 
it  quietly  ;  the  subject,  he  conceived,  had  been  ex- 
hausted, and  his  opinion  had  undergone  no  change. 
He  regretted  that  these  sentiments  had  not  been 
felt  elsewhere,  and  where  he  thought  they  ought 
to  have  been  felt.  As  to  the  amendment,  he 
thought  a  moment's  delay  should  be  allowed  to 
examine  it,  and  he  moved  its  postponement  until 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  BuRRiLLwas  in  favor  of  a  longer  postpone- 
ment, but  hoped  until  to-morrow  at  least  would  be 
permitted.  He,  too,  expressed  his  regret  that  the 
question  had  been  reopened,  and  added  a  few  re- 
marks on  the  propriety  of  giving  some  time  to 
consider  this  amendment,  which  was  certainly  of 
an  important  character. 

Mr.  MoRRiL  moved  a  postponement  of  the  ques- 
tion to  Monday,  and  spoke  a  few  words  in  favor 
of  that  course. 

Messrs.  Smith  and  Barbour  opposed  so  long  a 
postponement  as  to  Monday,  but  were  willing  to 
allow  until  to-morrow. 

The  motion  to  postpone  the  subject  to  Monday 
was  lost ;  and  the  resolution  and  amendment  were 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  December  7. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  pursuance  of 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  third  of  April 
last,  directing  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
"cause  to  be  prepared  and  laid  oefore  the  Senate, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, a  statement  of  the  money  expended  in  each 
year,  since  the  Declaration  oi  Independence,  in 
nolding  conferences  and  making  treaties  with  the 
Indian  tribes;  specifying  grants  and  presents,  whe- 
ther in  money  or  goods ;  annuities  paid,  and  now 
payable  to  the  Indian  tribes;  the  money  annually 
appropriated  and  paid  for  the  Indian  trade,  includ- 


ing the  sums  allowed  for  salaries,  and  allowances 
difficulty  to  the  minds  of  some  gentlemen,  and  to  |  to  superintendents,  clerks,  factors,  commissioners, 
his  among  the  number.  Doubts  were  entertained  j  agents,  interpreters,  and  all  other  persons  employed 
whether  that  constitution  was  not  repugnant  to  (under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  in  nego- 
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tiations  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes;" 
and  the  report  was  read. 

The  President  also  communicated  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  made  in  obedience  to  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  of  the  19th  of  April  last, 
"directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  lay  before  the 
Senate,  at  the  commencement  of  its  next  session 
a  statement  of  all  annuities  payable  by  the  United' 
States  to  Indians  or  Indian  tribes,  or  under  trea- 
ties with  Indians;  disiingtiishing  the  several  an- 
nuities; the  periods  during  which  they  are  respec- 
tively payable;  and  exhibiting  the  capitals  or 
present  values  of  such  annuities,  computing  annual 
mterest  at  six  per  centum ;"  and  the  report  was 
read. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Holmes' 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Holmes;   and  the  report   and  bill  were 
read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  a  second  readin<r. 
.       ^PJ^  motion,  by  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Commutee  of 
/        Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 
B.  Timberlake,  were  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof;  and  the  petition  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 
\  Mr.  Roberts  submitted  the  following  motion 

for  consideration,  which  was  twice  read  by  unani- 
mous consent: 

Retolved,    That  Mountjoy  Dayly,  8«rgeant-at-Arm« 
and  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate,  l>e,  and  he  is  hereby,  ■ 
authorized    to  employ  a  fit  peraon  for  the  purpose  of 
attending    the    furnace   constructed  fur  warming  the  ' 
Senate   Chamber,  and    the  expenw  hereby  incurred 
shall  be  defrayed  out  of  the  contingent  fund. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  managers  of 
the  National  Vaccine  Institution  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Trimble  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  authorize  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to 
lay  out  a  canal  in  the  State  of  Ohio ;  which  was 
twice  read  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  establishing  tradin^^- 
houses  with  the  Indian  tribes,''  was  read  the  secoifd 
time. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
provide  for  paying  to  the  State  of  Illinois  three 
per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale 

AC  P  .  '^  ^^^"^^  '"  ^^^^  State,  was  taken  up; 
and,  after  being  explained  and  supported  by  Messrs 
IHOMAS  and  Edwards,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a 
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third  reading. 

ADMISSION  OF  MISSOURI. 
The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  for  the  admission  of  Missouri  into 
nrL-    '""y  ^^f  question  being  on  the  following 
proviso,  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Eaton  : 

..'li'T"''.''*  '^*^*^  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
«  construed  aa  to  give  the  assent  of  Congress  to  any 
provision  m  the  conatituiion  ol  Missouri,  if  any  such 
tn?^n  ''^'Wj'ch  contravenes  that  clauw,  in  the  Consti- 
tuuon  of  the  United  States  which  declare,  that  "!he 


citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  privilege* 
and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  several  States.'  " 

Mr.  Kixo,  of  New  York,  observed  that  the  dc- 
CLsion  had  been  deferred  yesterday  at  his  request. 
For  himself,  he  could  discover  no  good  effect 
which  the  proviso  would  produce.  Such  a  decla- 
ration could  not  weaken  the  effect  of  the  repug- 
nant article  of  the  constitution  adopted  by  Mis- 
souri, or  alter  in  any  respect,  he  conceived  the 
question  as  it  already  stood  before  the  Senate 
concerning  the  admission  of  the  new  State.  He 
therefore  could  not.  viewing  it  as  he  did,  assent  to 
this  proposition. 

Mr.  WiLso.N,  of  New  Jersey,  offered  the  follow- 
ing substitute,  by  way  of  amendment  to  the  propo- 
sition of  Mr.  Eaton,  which,  Mr.  W.  said,  would 
answer  better  his  view  of  the  subject,  being  more 
specific  and  particular  than  the  proviso  already 
offered :  ' 

"  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 

as  giving  the  assent  of  Congress   to  so  much  of  the 

constiiulion  of  the  Slate  of  Missouri  making  it  the 

duty  of  the  Legislature  of  said  Sute  to  pass  a  law  •  to 

prevent  free  negroes  and  mulattoesfrom  coming  to  and 

settling  in  said  Slate,  under  any  pretext  whatsoever/ 

I  as  may  be  repugnant  to  that  provision  of  the  Constito- 

j  tion  of  the  United  States  which  prescribes  that  •  the 

citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  pri»i- 

I  leges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  States.'" 

Mr.  Eaton  said,  his  wish  was  that  Congress 

I  shou  d  avoid  giving  an  opinion  at  all  on  the  doubt- 

lul  clause,  or  any  particular  clause  of  the  cousti- 

'  L"' w°  ^.  ^^*'^-'^""  ;  and  the  amendment  offered 

by  Mr.  VV  ilson  differed  from  his  own  in  this  only 

J  that  it  did  designate  a  particular  feature  in   the 

!  constitution  which  wa«  declared  unacknowledged. 

He  did  not  think  this  course  so  eligible  as  the  one 

I  suggested  by  his  own  motion,  and  therefore  could 

not  accept  the  amendment  in  lieu  of  his. 

Mr.  Pinkxey  was  opposed  to  the  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  W  ilson,  because  the  clause  which 
it  pointed  out  was  not  before  Congress  in  any 
manner  whatever,  and  he  would  accompany  the 
resolution  of  admission  with  no  opinion  on  that 
clause,  even  should  the  Legislature  of  MisM^ri 
legislate  to  the  utmost  verge  of  the  clause.  The 
first  amendment  being  general,  he  had  no  objection 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  Mr.  Wilson's 
amendment,  the  Senate  divided,  and  there  appear- 
ed nine  only  in  the  affirmative ;  so  it  was  rejected, 
and  the  question  recurred  on  the  proviso  offered 
by  .Vlr.  Eaton. 

Mr  Smith  viewed  this  amendment  as  inoffen- 
sive, and  therefore  had  no  strong  objection  to  it: 
,  but  as  he  saw  nothing  in  the  constitution  of  Mis- 
I  souri  which  was  not  republican  and  conformable 
I  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United   States,  and  of 
I  tbe  correctness  ofwhich  opinion  he  was  convinced, 
without  assuming  any  thing  on  the  score  of  tal- 
,  ents,  he  could  satisfy  any  member  of  the  Senate 
ne  could  not  vote  for  an  amendment  which  im- 
plied a  doubt  of  the  constitutionality  of  that  doc- 
■  uinent.  ' 

I      The  question  was  then  taken  on  adopting  Mr. 
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Eaton's  proviso,  and  was  decided  in  the  negative, 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Yka» — Messrs.  Brown,  Chandler,  Dana,  Eaton,  Ed- 
warda,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Missis- 
sippi, Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of 
Alabama,  Lloyd,  Parrott,  Pinkney,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Trimble,  Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabama,  and  Williama 
of  Miasisaippi — 21. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Burrill,  Dickeraon,  Elliot, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  King  of  New  York,  Laiiman, 
Lowrie,  Mason,  Mills,  Morril,  Noble,  Otis,  Palmer, 
Pleasants,  Roberts,  Ruggles»  Sanford,  Smith,  Talbot, 
Tichenor,  Walker  of  Georgia,  Williams  of  Tennessee, 
and  Wilson— 24. 

The  question  being  then  slated  on  the  resolution 
going  to  a  third  reading — 

Mr.  Smith  made  a  few  remarks,  to  say  that  as 
it  seemed  to  be  the  wish  of  the  Senate  to  take  the 
question  without  debate,  he  would  not  thwart  that 
wish,  although  it  might  be  expected  of  him,  from 
his  situation  of  chairman  of  the  committee  which 
reported  the  resolution,  to  enter  into  some  defence 
of^it  against  the  objections  which  had  been  indi- 
cated. As  a  member  of  the  Southern  States  he 
was  ready  to  maintain  the  ground  he  had  assumed, 
but  would  yield  to  the  desire  for  a  quiet  decision 
unless  called  out  by  gentlemen  on  the  opposite 

side. 

Mr.  Burrill,  of  Rhode  Island,  addressed  the 

Chair. 

l.\lr.  B.,  in  attempting  to  rise  and  address  the 
Presidtni,  found  his  surlout  entangled  by  hischair, 
and  was  so  long  detained  by  the  embarrassment, 
that  the  Secretary  had  begun  to  call  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  one  gentleman  had  actually  answered. 
Mr.  B.  apologized  to  the  President  for  not  rising 
sooner,  by  stating  the  embarrassment,  when  Mr. 
Barbour,  of  Virginia,  jocularly  observed  across 
the  House  that  the  gentleman  ought  to  regard  it 
as  an  omen  of  defeat,  and  yield  to  it  accordingly ; 
to  which  Mr.  B.  replied,  "  I  fear  no  omen  in  ray 
country's  cause."] 

Mr.   B.   proceeded.      No  other   gentleman,  he 
said,  seemed  disposed  to  address  the  Senate  in 
defence  of  the  opinions  which  he  entertained  on 
this  question,  and  as  he  was  a  member  of  the 
committee  which   reported   the   resolution,   from 
which  he  dissented,  it  was  in  some  measure  in- 
cumbent on   him   to   submit   briefly   the  reasons 
which  governed  him,  especially  after  the  remarks 
of  genllemen  on  the  other  side.     We  conceive, 
said  Mr.  B.,  that  it  would  be  contrary  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  to  accept  this  consti- 
tution sent  up  by  the  people  of  Missouri.     The 
people  of  Missouri  did  not  assemble  under  their 
own  authority  to  frame  this  constitution,  but  under 
the  authority  of  Congress.     After  performing  this 
duty  in  a  way  that  they  deemed  proper,  they  had 
sent  it  here  for  acceptance,  and  it  was  the  duty  of 
Congress,  Mr.  B.  conceived,  to  examine  and  pro- 
nounce upon   the  legality  of  the  instrument  pre- 
sented.    He  stated  that  it  had  been  the  practice 
heretofore  to  admit  the  members  from  new  States 
to  their  seats  in  both  Houses,  in  various  ways ;  but 
inquiry  had  generally  been  made  into  the  consti- 
tutions adopted  by  new  Stales,  and  Congress  sa- 


tisfied that  they  were  conformable  to  the  acts  au- 
thorizing them  to  be  formed.  The  States  had 
been  admitted  into  the  Union,  some  in  one  way, 
some  in  another ;  the  latest  mode,  Mr.  B.  thought, 
ought  to  be  the  one  which  should  have  most  weight 
on  the  present  occasion.  The  three  States  last 
formed  had  been  admitted  much  in  the  same  mode; 
their  constitutions  had  been  formed  nearly  in  the 
same  way,  and  on  the  same  models ;  Louisiana 
only  was  an  exception  to  the  usual  form  of  admis- 
sion— in  her  case  more  form  was  observed,  and 
obvious  reasons  made  it  necessary. 

It  appeared  to  him,  Mr.  B.  continued,  to  be  right 
and  proper  for  Congress  to  examine  the  constitu- 
tion now  presented,  and  ascertain  whether  it  was 
in  conformity  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  republican :  in  other  words,  whether  it 
was  conformable  to  the  terms  on  which  the  people 
of  that  Territory  were  authorized  by  Congress  to 
form  a  constitution  and  State  government.   Some 
gentlemen  entertained  a  different  opinion.     New 
States,  said  Mr.  B.,  are  admitted  into  the  Union 
by  the  consent  of  Congress — that  consent  was 
given  to  Missouri  at  the  last  session ;  by  it  she  had 
many  things  to  do.     She  had  first  to  decide  whe- 
ther she  would  accept  the  terms  offered  to  her ;  by 
it  she  was  prohibited  from  interfering  with  the 
I  rights  of  navigating  the  Mississippi ;  she  was  con- 
i  fined  to  certain  boundaries,  which  she  could  not 
change  or  exceed ;  she  was  restrained  from  any 
interference  with  the  public  lands.     These  things 
were  all  in  the  act ;  and  Mr.  B.  asked  if  it  would  not 
be  idle  to  insert  conditions,  if  Congress  possessed 
no  right  to  ascertain  and  decide  if  they  had  been 
complied  with  by  the  people  to  whom  they  were 
offered?     It  was  m  the  nature  of  a  contract  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri, and  it  was  competent  for  Congress,  and  was 
its  duty,  to  see  if  that  contract  had  been  faithfully 
observed.     It  was  held  by  some  gentlemen  that, 
as  soon  as  the  convention  of  Missouri  was  dis- 
solved, it  became  a  State,  and  had  a  right  to  all 
the  immunities  and  attributes  of  a  State.   But  sup- 
pose, Mr.  B.  said,  the  people  of  Missouri  had  taken 
no  notice  of  those  conditions  of  the  act  which  he 
had  referred  to,  but  had  disregarded  or  contravened 
them,  would  genllemen  then  say  the  coastitution 
ought  to  be  received?    Mr.  B.  offered  some  other 
arguments  to  show  that  the  consent  of  Congress 
was  necessary  to  the  admission  of  the  State ;  other- 
wise  it  admitted  the  strange  doctrine,  that  the 
State  might  come  into  the  Union  in  spite  of  Con- 
gress.    This  consent,  he  contended,  ought  not  to 
be  given,  unless  all  tne  conditions  of  the  act  had 
been  complied  with. 

In  general,  Mr.  B.  said,  this  constitution  was 
sufl&ciently  republican;  and  in  one  respect,  he 
might  say,  it  was  almost  too  much  so;  for  it  took 
no  notice  whatever  of  the  act  under  which  the 
convention  assembled  which  formed  it.  Its  lan- 
guage is,  ''  We  the  people  of  Missouri,  do  mutually 
agree  to  form  and  establish  a  free  and  independent 
Republic."  In  Alabama,  where  every  thing  in  the 
formation  of  their  State  government  was  con- 
ducted with  much  propriety,  their  convention  set 
I  out  by  saying  they  assembled  under  the  authority 
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of  an  act  of  Congress.  The  constitution  of  Mis- 
souri is  entirely  silent  on  this  point,  although  some 
of  its  language  could  not  be  understood  without 
referring  to  the  act  of  Congress  authorizing  a  con- 
vention ;  they  declare  that  they  establish,  ratify, 
and  confirm,  certain  boundaries,  but  they  nowhere 
recognise  the  authority  which  prescribed  these 
boundaries  to  them.  Mr.  B.  repeated,  that  he 
thought  Congress  ought  not  to  vary  from  the 
former  mode  of  declaring  its  assent  to  the  admis- 
sion of  new  States.  They  would  have  to  admit 
other  States  hereafter,  and  a  departure  now  from 
the  practice  of  the  Government  in  receiving  the 
constitutions  of  new  States,  would  form  a  prece- 
dent which  might  in  future  cases  be  deplored. 

But  proceeding  to  the  question,  whether  this 
constitution  was  such  an  one  as  ought  to  be  ac- 
cepted, Mr.  B,  said  hi.>  objection  to  it  arose  on  the 
following  clause,  which  he  found  in  the  26th  sec- 
tion of  the  3d  article:  "That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
'  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State,  as  soon  as 
*  may  be,  to  pass  such  laws  as  may  be  necessary  | 
'  (among  other  things)  to  prevent  free  negroes  and 
'  mulattoes  from  coming  to  and  settling  in  this 
'  State,   under  any  pretext   whatsoever."     This  I 
clause  Mr.  B.  conceived  to  be  entirely  repugnant  to  I 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.    It  prohibits 
a  verv  large  class  of  persons  from  entering  the  State  I 
at  all ;  it  does  not  say  what  shall  be  done  when 
they  get  there,  but  it  peremptorily  prohibits  their 
entering  it  under  any  pretext  whatsoever.     Even 
if  soldiers  of  the  United  States,  people  of  this  pro- 
scribed class  cannot  enter  Missouri  without  violat- 
ing the  constitution  of  the  State.  It  was  well  known, 
Mr.  B.  said,  that  we  have  colored  soldiers  and 
sailore,  and  good  ones,  too,  but  under  no  pretext, 
wJiether  ot  duty  or  any  other  motive,  can  they 
enter  Missouri.     He  did  not  suppose  if  people  of 
this  description,  m  the  service  of  the  country,  should 
enter  the  State,  it  would  be  attempted  by  the  State 
authoriti«  to  exclude  them;  but  it  was  sufficient, 
Jie  tliought,  to  show  the  unconstitutionality  of  the 
claose.  ' 

Great  difficulty  seemed  to  arise  in  deciding  the 
qu«tion,  as  to  what  constituted  citizens  in  the 
different  States.    Citizens  of  one  State  were  en- 
..u^.i*  "^**^  °^  citizens  of  all  the  States: 
yet  the  different  States  exercised  the  power  of  pre- 
scnbing  certain  probationary  rules  to  those  coming 
Irom  another  State,  to  entitle  them  to  all  the  priv- 
ileges.   If  a  citizen  of  Massachusetts  removes  to 
another  State,  he  cannot  vote  as  soon  as  he  enters 
~S  *^%^»?  residence  is  required  of  him— and  the 
people  of  Missouri  were  competent  by  law  to  im- 
pose a  residence  of  one  or  more  years  on  a  citizen 
^wnj^there,  to  entitle  him  to  all  the  privileges  of 
<Citiw«sof  the  Suite;  he  complies  with  no  more 
thaa  IS  exacted  of  all,  and  which  the  State  has  a 
nght  to  require.     This  was  a  question,  however, 
which  they  did  not  touch;  they  avoided  it  alto- 
-ptlier,  and  have  declared  that  a  certain  class  shall 
not  come  into  their  State  at  all,  even  though  they 

Tnnllrorsrch.'  '•'"  ^'''"'  '"J°^"^  •"  '''' 
A^  l^^  "°*  himself  conceive  it  difficult  to 
<Jetme  what  constituted  a  citizen.     If  a  person  was 


not  a  slave  or  a  foreigner— but  born  in  the  United 
States,  and  a  free  man— going  into  Missouri,  he 
has  the  same  rights  as  if  born  in  Missouri ;  after 
complying  with  the  conditions  prescribed  by  the 
laws  to  qualify  him  for  the  exercise  of  these  rights, 
he  stands  precisely  on  the  same  footing,  and  his 
rights  are  in  every  respect  the  same  as  ~i(  he  had 
been  born  there.     The  question  then  was,  Mr.  B. 
said,  had  the  people  of  Missouri  the  Constitutional 
right  to  prohibit  from  entering  that  State  a  large 
class  of  persons  who  were  citizens  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts?     To  establish  the 
negative  of  this  proposition,  Mr.  B.  adduced  va- 
rious other  arguments  in  addition  to  the  preceding, 
and  endeavored  to  show  that  even  many  laws  of 
the  United  States  would   become  inoperative  in 
Missouri,  if  the  clause  which  he  opposed  could  be 
maintained  in  force;  and,  as  an  instance,  he  re- 
ferred to  the  laws  against  kidnapping.      In  regard 
to  this  crime  of  kidnapping,  Mr.  B.  remarked,  the 
constitution   of  Missouri  had  done  nothing;  for 
I  according  to  it,  all  people  of  color  who  are  car- 
ried there  must,  ijmj  nuio,  be  slaves,  inasmuch  as 
a  free  negro  could  in  nowise  go  there,  admitting 
I  the  clause  to  have  its  full  effect. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  was  not  prepared  at  present  to 
affirm  that  Missouri  might  not  pass  laws  to  pro- 
hibit jH'rsons  from  carrying  there  negro  or  mu- 
latto convicts,  or  perhaps  foreigners  from  coming 
into  the  State;  this  was  a  question  on  which  no 
opinion  now  was  necessary;    but  he  contended 
that  the  clause  as  it  stood  prohibited  the  entrance 
of  a  large  portion  of  people  who  were,  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes,  citizens  in  other  States.     Ad- 
rnit  the  legality  of  this  clause,  and,  Mr.  B.  said 
the  Legislature  of  Missouri  might,  with  the  same  . 
right,  go  still   further,  and  pass  laws  to  exclude 
citizens  born  in  certain  portions  or  districts  of  the 
United  States.     This  wa.s  a  measure,  he  argued, 
which  one  independent  nation  could  not  adopt  to- 
wards another.     England  could  not  pass  such  a 
law  against  the  people  of  France,  or  of  any  other 
friendly  nation;  such  a  measure  would  be  too  of- 
lensive  to  be  borne,  and  would  be  considered  to 
amount  almost  to  a  declaration  of  war.     If  dis- 
tinct and  independent  nations  dare  not  enact  such 
laws  towards  each  other,  how  was  it  possible,  Mr. 
a.  .said,  that  the  power  could  be  exercised  by  one 
i  n    u  towards  other  States  of  the  Union  ? 

All  the  distinctions  among  citizens  which  arise 
from  color,  rested,  Mr.  B.  said,  on  State  laws 
alone—there  was  nothing  in  the  Constitution  of 
he  United  States  which  recognised  distinctions. 
In  Massachusetts  there  was  no  distinction  ;  a  man 
ol  color  possessed  there  precisely  and  idenrically 
the  .-^anie  rights  as  a  white  man  born  in  the  same 
State,  and  he  asked  if  it  was  possible  for  Miisoori, 
consistently  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
states,  to  exclude  any  of  those  people  from  that 
btate,  who  should  think  proper  to  remove  from 
Ma.ssachusetts  to  Missouri  ?  The  States  of  this 
IJnion  were  not  distinct  and  independent  nation.^— 
they  are,  said  Mr.  B.,  a  confederacy  of  kindred  re- 
publics; when  they  formed  their  constitution  of 
government,  they  used  the  language,  ''we,  the 
people  of  the  United  States,"  and  it  is  not  ii  the 
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power  of  one  of  the  members  of  this  confederacy 
to  enforce  the  clause  Missouri  has  adopted,  and  it  | 
is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  reject  it.  j 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  add  nothing  more  about  I 
the  right  of  Congress  to  decide  this  question  ;  he 
would  merely  say,  Congress  must  from  necessity 
decide  it ;  it  must  admit  the  members  of  Mis- 
souri; in  that  act  the  question  was  involved,  and 
they  were  obliged,  therefore,  to  decide  it.  It  was 
useless,  therefore,  to  talk  of  referring  the  question 
to  the  judiciary.  As  Congress  "  might  admit  new 
States"  into  the  Union,  it  was  clear  to  his  mind 
that  Congress  must  determine  the  conditions  on 
which  they  should  come  in. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  offer  a  few  words  as  to 
the  dangers  which  were   apprehended    by  some 
gentlemen  from  a  rejection  of  the  constitution 
offered  by  Missouri.    What  were  the  consequences, 
Mr.  B.  asked,  which  would  follow  the  rejection  ? 
The  only  one  which  he  could  perceive  was.  that 
Missouri  must  remain  one  year  longer  out  of  the 
Union.     Was  this  such  a  hardship?    And  to  avoid 
this  trifling  consequence,  must  we,  said  Mr.  B., 
give  a  vote  which  will  violate  the  Constitution 
we  have  sworn  to  support,  and  which  we  are  all 
so  deeply  interested  in  maintaining?     As  a  Ter- 
ritory the  people  of  Missouri  had  gone  on,  he  said, 
very  prosperously,   and   no   great  inconvenience 
could  result  from  continuing  in  the  territorial  con- 
dition one  year  longer.     It  is  said  thev  have  formed 
a  constitution,  and  under  it  have  elected  a  Gov- 
ernor and   Legislature,  and,  having  assumed  the 
functions  and  character  of  a  State,  if  they  are  not 
now  admitted  into  the  Union,  they  will  go  on 
without  our  consent.     Mr.  B.  said  he  presumed 
the  people  of  Missouri  felt  the  same  attachment  to 
the  Union,  and  to  the  tranquillity,  and  honor,  and 
glory  of  it  as  we  do  ;  and  he  would  not  believe,  he 
would  not  do  them  the  injustice  to  believe,  that 
rather  than  endure  the   small   inconvenience  of 
retaining  the  territorial  character  a  few  months 
more,  they  would  rashly  throw  away  all  the  inte- 
rest they  had  in  the  greatness  and  glory  of  their 
country.    They  might  possibly  still  think  that  their 
constitution  ought  not  to  have  been  rejected  on 
account  of  this  offensive  clause,  and  may  feel  some 
excitement  on  the  occasion  ;  yet  they  must  see  the 
necessity  and  propriety  of  some  sacrifice  to  the 
conscientious  opinion  of  Congres.s,  and  would  con- 
sent to  qualify  their  constitution  in  the  objection- 
able feature.     But,  said  Mr.  B.,  if  we  ratify  it  as 
it  is,  we  establish  a  precedent  and  admit  a  point 
that  the  judiciary  will  never  be  able  to  overthrow ; 
do  not  then  leave  to  another  tribunal  the  decision 
of  a  question  which  belongs  to  us,  but  let  us  meet 
and  decide  it  ourselves.  .    «»     d 

If  the  constitution  were  not  accepted,  Mr.  B 
said  it  would  be  easy  to  obviate  any  difficulty  by 
passing  an  additional  act  authorizing  the  people 
of  Missouri  to  form  another  convention  and  re- 
vise their  constitution  ;  and  he  was  confident  this 
odious  feature  would  be  expunged.  These  people, 
Mr.  B.  said,  were  not  Missourians,  properly  so  dis- 
tinguished, but  were  Americans,  collected  there 
from  all  the  States,  the  same  people  as  ourselves. 
They  would  appreciate  the  motives  of  Congress, 


and  do  them  justice;  they  would  recollect,  also, 
that  this  act  passed  in  a  spu-it  of  compromise  and 
accommodation,  from  a  desire  to  preserve  peace 
and  quietness  in  every  part  of  the  Union ;  and  re- 
assembling with  such  views,  finding  the  clause 
could  do  no  good,  they  would  repeal  it.  Sanction 
this  improper  clause  now,  said  he,  and  you  sanction 
it  for  all  time  to  come;  and  however  we  may  de- 
sire hereafter  to  avoid  it,  it  will  be  irrevocably  es- 
tablished. 

Mr.  B.  said,  the  little  he  had  spoken  had  ex- 
hausted his  strength,  and  he  could  add  nothing 
more  if  he  wished  to  do  so. 

When  Mr.  B.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  intimated  an  in- 
tention of  replying  to  Mr.  B. ;  but,  as  he  would 
have  to  refer  to  several  constitutions  and  other 
authorities,  in  the  course  of  his  argument,  he  asked 
a  short  time  to  prepare  them,  and  moved  the  post- 
ponement of  the  subject  until  to-morrow  ;  which 
motion  prevailed,  and  it  was  postponed  accord- 
ingly. 


Friday.  December  S. 

Mr.  Pleasants  presented  the  memorial  of  Char- 
lotte I.  Bullus,  widow  of  John  Bullus,  deceased, 
late  navy  agent  for  the  port  of  New  York,  praying 
that  the  accounting  officer  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment may  be  directed  to  credit  the  account  of  the 
deceased  at  the  rate  of  S2,000  per  annum  during 
the  time  he  performed  the  extra  duties  of  navy 
agent  on  the  Lakes;  and  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Na^^ll  Affairs. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  memorial  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  protesting 
against  any  increase  of  the  duties  at  present  im- 
posed on  imported  goods;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
and  Manufactures.  i     r  »     i 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  Paul 
Beck,  junior,  and  Thomas  Sparks  and  others,  of 
Philadelphia,  manufacturers  of,  and  dealers  in, 
shot,  praying  that  an  additional  duty  may  be  laid 
on  imported  shot;  and  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mississippi,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  John  M.  Whitney  and  John  Snodgrass,  m 
behalf  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Alexander 
Montgomery,  deceased,  praying  that  a  law  may 
be  passed  directing  a  warrant  to  be  issued  to  them 
for  a  quantity  of  land  in  Mississippi,  as  an  indem- 
nity for  a  like  quantity  of  their  land  improperly 
disposed  of  by  the  Register  and  Receiver  of  the 
Land  Office  west  of  Pearl  river ;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands.  ^  „  u 

Mr.  PiNKNEY  presented  the  petition  of  Rebecca 
Hodgson,  widow  of  Joseph  Hodgson,  deceased, 
praying  remuneration  for  the  loss  of  the  house 
burnt  in  the  year  1800,  whilst  occupied  by  the 
Government  as  the  War  Office;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mill- 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
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Lands,  lo  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the !  *  new  and  entire  member  of  the  United  States  of 


House  of  Representatives,  entitled  "An  act  to 
amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  legal  representatives  of  Henry  Willis,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Eaton,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
consider  the  said  bill,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and,  no  amendment  having  been  proposed 
thereto,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House; 
and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Morgan 
Brown,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Morgan  Brown ;  and  the  report  and 
bill  were  read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Holmes  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  paying 
to  the  State  of  Illinois  three  per  cent,  of  the  net 
proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands 
within  the  same 
passed. 


'  America."  (l)On  the  3lst  of  October  follow- 
ing, Mr.  Robinson  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate,  (2) 
and  on  the  4th  of  November  Mr.  Bradley  took 
his  seat.  There  was  no  constitution  either  sub- 
mitted to,  or  required  by,  Congress.  Nor  were 
there  any  traces  of  a  constitution  of  that  new 
State  to  be  found  previous  to  the  9th  of  July, 
1793.  Congress  never  supposed  at  that  day  they 
had  a  power  to  require  a  constitution  from  a  new 
State  coming  into  the  Union,  nor  to  examine  if 
such  constitution  was  republican.  Mr.  S.  said  he 
knew  very  well  that  the  people  of  that  respectable 
State  contend  it  was  one  of  the  original  States. 
We  know  of  none  but  thirteen  original  States. 
Vermont  would  have  made  fourteen;  and  it  was 
treated  of,  and  so  called  at  the  lime,  as  a  territory. 
It  was  detached  from  New  York,  and,  by  the  ex- 
press consent  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  she 
was  received  into  the  Union. 


,    ,       ,  •   ,  ,        Kfutncki/  was  the  next  new  State  admitted  into 

was  read  the  third  time,  and  j  t^e  Union.     (3)0n  the  18th  of  December,  1789, 

and  after  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
the  Legislature  of  Virginia  passed  the  act  author- 
izing Kentucky  to  form  a  separate  State.  (4) On 
the  4th  of  February,  1791,  Congress  passed  an  act 
.  /.I  °^  consent  that  Kentucky  should  become  a  sepa- 

of  Missouri  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  j  rate  State,  and  be  admitted  into  the  Union  on  the 


ADMISSION  OF  MISSOURI. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  declaring  the  admission  of  the  Stale 


with  the  original  States. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  addressed  the 
Senate,  as  follows : 

He  observed  tiiat,  on  any  subject,  however  in- 
teresting it  might  l>e,  he  could  not  flatter  himself 
with  a  hope  that  he  could  entertain  the  Senate. 
But,  what  he  had  lo  offer  at  present,  on  this  very 
important  occasion,  would  consist  very  much  of 


first  day  of  June,  1792.  On  the  19th  of  April, 
1792,  its  constitution  was  formed,  but  was  never 
submitted  to  Congress.  (5)  On  the  5th  of  Novem- 
ber, 17i>2,  Messrs.  Brown  and  Edwards,  as  Sena- 
tors from  that  State,  took  their  seats  in  the  Senate, 
without  even  an  inauiry  for  a  constitution. 

Ttimtsfff  formed  her  constitution  on  the  bth  of 
February,  1796.     This  was  the  first  constitution 


references,  and  lie  teared  might  prove  tedious  ;|  of  a  new  State  submitted  to  Congress.  There 
theretore  he  felt  more  necessity  than  on  most  occa-  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  reference  made 
sions  to  ask  for  a  little  patience  and  their  kind  m-  j  of  this  constitution  to  any  committee,  or  any  other 
dulgence.  ^      ^    .    .        ^  ,..     !  order  taken  upon  it.     There  is  to  be  found  in  the 

1  he  resolution  declaring  the  admission  of  Mis-  debates  of  the  5th  and  6th  of  .May,  1796  an  objec- 
souri  into  the  Union,  he  thought,  was  nothing  tion  made  to  one  provision  of  that  constitution, 
more  than  a  matter  of  form,  and  might  be  dis-  \  inasmuch  a^  it  was  repugnant  to  the  Constitution 
pensed  with.  He  had  examined  the  journals  of .  of  the  United  States.  This  objection  was  made 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  for  the  ;  bv  a  member  from   South  Carolina,   and  was  re- 


11  naa  oeen  various     He  would  give  their  history.  |  it  was  a  nullity,  Ix-cause  the  Constitution  of  tl 
yermoid  was  the  first  new  State  admitted  after  !  United  Slates  was  paramount."     And  this  appea 
the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution.     On  the  '  to  have  put  an  end  to  the  objection. 
9th  of  February,   1791,  President  Wa.shington        .»,  . 


rs 


laid  before  Congress  documents  received  from  the 
Governor  of  Vermont,  expressing  the  consent  of 
the  Legislature  of  New  Vork,  and  of  the  Territory 
of  Vermont,  that  the  said  territory  shall  be  admit- 
ted to  be  a  distinct  member  of  our  Union.(l)  On 
the  18ih  of  the  same  month,  (2)  an  act  of  Con- 
gress was  approved  for  the  admission  of  Vermont 
into  the  Union,  without  any  of  this  formality, 
that  her  constitution  should  be  republican,  &c. 
The  act  says,  "Vermont,  having  petitioned  Con- 
'  gress,  &c.,  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  dec.,  shall 
'  be  received  and  admitted  into  this  Union,  as  a 


Ohio  was  the  next  new  State  adopted  into  the 
Union.  (6) On  the  30th  of  April,  1802,  the  law 
passed  authorizing  Ohio  to  form  a  constitution 
and  Stale  government.  On  the  2yih  of  Novem- 
ber, 1802,  she  formed  her  constitution.  (7)  On  the 
7th  January,  1803,  it  was  laid  before  the  Senate, 
and  was  referred  to  a  committee,  which  never  re- 


(1)  Senate  Journal,  241, 

(2)  Public  Laws,  2d  vol.  page  193. 


(1)  Vide  1  vol.  ncwed.  Senate  Journal,  332. 

(2)  lb.  336. 

(3)  Laws  of  the  U.  8.  3d  vol.  191. 

(4)  lb.  192. 

(5)  Vide  Journal.  451. 

(6)  h\v»  of  the  U.  8.  vol.  3d,  page  496. 

(7)  Vide  Senate  Journala. 
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ported  on  it.     (l)On  the  19th  of  February,  1803, '  sentalives  at  least.    On  the  12th  of  February,  1817, 
Congress  passed  a  law  "to  provide  for  the  due    the  Presidential  votes  were  counted  in  the  Repre- 


execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  wilh- 
'  in  the  Stale  of  Ohio."  In  this  last  law  it  is  de- » 
dared  that,  by  the  law  of  30th  April,  1802,  author- 
izing the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Ohio  to  form  ! 
a  constitution  and  State  government,  Ohio  had  j 
become  one  of  the  United  States  of  America,  j 
This  law  says  nothing  about  her  being  admitted  I 
into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  origi- 1 
nal  States;  but  simply  says,  "wherebythe  saidl 


sentalives'  Chamber,  whither  the  Senate,  in  a  body, 
had  gone  for  that  purpose.  All  the  votes  of  the 
several  States  were  counted,  except  the  votes  of 
Indiana.  Here  Mr.  S.  said,  he  would  read  from 
the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  what 
passed  on  that  occasion,  as  there  were  several  gen- 
tlemen of  the  Senate  who  had  taken  their  seats 
since.  (1) 

Mr.  S.  said,  in  consequence  of  this  proceeding, 


nal  States  ;  but  simply  says.  "  whereby  the  said  ;  Mr.  S.  said,  in  consequence  oi  tnis  proceeaing, 
State  has  become  one  of  the  United  States  of  1  the  Senators  had  a  very  solemn  procession  down 
A^„-:-o,  "  thp  «itair<?  and  un  aeain.  and  there  it  ended  :  for 


America. 

Louisiana  was  authorized,  by  an  act  of  Congress 
of  the  20ih  of  February,  1811,  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion and  State  government,  and  formed  her  con- 
stitution on  the  28th  January,  1812.  (2)  On  the 
8th  of  April,  1812,  was  admitted  into  the  Union 
by  a  law.  This  was  the  first  State  admitted  with 
formality.  The  new  mode  of  declaring  this  State 
to  be  admitted,  by  law,  seems  to  have  been  dicta- 
ted from  motives  of  interest.  Louisiana  had  with- 
in her  limits  the  Mississippi  and  other  valuable 
navigable  rivers.  By  that  law,  which  admits  her 
into  the  Union,  the  free  navigation  of  all  those 


the  stairs  and  up  again,  and  there  it  ended  ;  for 
they  unanimously  concurred  in  considering  it  so 
frivolous  that  they  forbid  it  a  place  on  the  Jour- 
nals. The  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent were  elected  by  the  State  of  Indiana,  and  the 
electoral  votes  given  before  the  resolution  was  of- 
fered for  its  admission  into  the  Union.  This  act 
was  solemnly  sanctioned  by  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress. It  was  the  highest  act  which  a  Slate,  in 
its  political  capacity,  can  perform.  Who,  then, 
can  doubt  for  a  moment  that  Indiana  was  a  Stale, 
as  perfect  as  it  is  possible  for  this  Grovernment  lo 
make  ?     If  Indiana  was  so,  why  should  not  Mis- 


rivers  is  secured  forever  to  all  the  old  States,  free  1  souri  be  so,  under  the  same  circumstances  i  it 
from  "any  tax, duty,  impost,  or  toll  ;•'  whilst  the  j  cannot  be  doubted.  She  is  a  State,  and  you  can- 
old  Slates  retain  the  right  lo  these  exactions,  and  |  not  disfranchise  her.  But,  it  is  said  she  cannot 
some  of  them  do  actually  exact  it.  The  State  of  l  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  because  her  conslitu- 
New  York  now  exacts,  as  a  toll,  one  dollar  upon  i  tion  is  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 

every  passenger  in  the  steamboats  that  go  up  the  | 

North  river,  and  derives  from  that  source  an  im- 
mense revenue,  laying  the  whole  United  Stales 
under  contribution ;  whilst  her  own  citizens  are 
navigating  the  Mississippi  -and  its  waters,  under 


(1)  Journal  H.  R.  2d  acwion,  14th  Congress,  pages 
385,  386,  .387. 
navigating  me  .Mississippi  -anu   us  wa.^rs,  uuuc.  ,      "  When  the   President  of  the  Senate  wa.  about  to 
the  act  of^  Congress,  without   being  subjected  to  i  open  the  vote,  of  that  State,  for  the  puriK,se  of  having 
any  such  duty.     And  this  is  what  they  have  been  i  ihe  same  counted, 
pleased  to  call  admitting  her   "into  the   Union 
upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  in 
all  respects  whatsoever.'' 

Iruiiana  was  admitted  into  the  Union  by  a  joint 
resolution  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  on  the  11th 
of  December  1816;  but  its  history  proves  beyond  a 
doubt  that  it  was  considered  a  State,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  before  the  resolution  passed.  An 
act  in  the  usual  form  had  passed  for  its  admission  ; 
and  it  had,  by  a  convention,  formed  a  constitution 
on  the  20th  of  June,  1816.  Congress  assembled 
on  the  2d  of  December,  1816;  on  that  day  the 
House  of  Representatives  admitted  Mr.  Hen- 
dricks, the  member  elect,  to  take  the  oath  of  office. 


Mr.   Taylor,  one  of  the  Representatives  from  the 

State  of  New  York,  rose,  and  objected   to  the  same, 

i  and  stated  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  votes  of  the  Elect- 

!  ors  of  Indiana,  for  President  and  Vice  Prefident,  ought 

!  not  to  be  received. 

I  "  Upon  which  objection  being  made,  the  Senate,  on 
]  motion  of  one  of  its  members,  withdrew;  and,  being 
i  absent,  a  resolution  was  then  submitted  by  Mr.  Sharp, 
i  in  the  following  words: 

I  "  Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
j  lives,  Ac,  That  the  votes  of  the  Electors /or  tJu  State 
\  of  Indiana  fur  President  and  Vice  President  of  ike 
1  United  States,  were  properly  and  legally  given,  and 
I  ought  to  be  counted. 

cifci  lu  u»*c  nj^  v^«."  V. V-.,  i      "  A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York, 

in  the  House.     On  the  4th,  the    to  amend  the  said  resolution,  by  striking  out  all  thereof 


and  take  his  seat  

resolution  originated  in  the  Senate;  on  the  6th  it 
passed;  was  sent  to  the  House  on  the  9th,  and 
passed  that  day — eight  days  after  the  member  had 
been  admitted  lo  his  seat ;  nor  had  the  House  of 
Representatives  ever  taken  up  the  subject  at  all. 
On  the  nth,  the  resolution  was  approved.  Here, 
it  is  evident  there  was  a  great  falling  oft'  in  vigi- 
lance; but,  It  is  to  be  remarked,  we  were  going 
north  about.  Louisiana  could  not  be  admitted  by 
any  thing  less  solemn  than  a  law.  Indiana  did 
not  require  a  resolution,  for  the  House  of  Repre- 


(1)  Laws  U.  8.  page  524. 

(2)  Laws  U.  8.  vol.  4,  page  402. 


after  the  enacting  clause,  and  inserting  the  following 
•  That  the  votes  of  the  Electors  of  the  Sute  of  Indiana, 
for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  Sutes, 
having  been  given  previous  to  the  admission  of  that 
State  into  the  Union,  ought  not  to  be  received  and 
counted.'  And  debate  arising  thereon,  a  motion  wa» 
made  by  Mr.  Ingham,  that  the  resolution  be  postponed 
indefinitely.  And  the  question  being  taken  thereon, 
it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

"The  Senate  again  attended,  &c.  And  the  Presi- 
I  dent  of  the  Senate,  in  the  presence  of  both  Houses, 
proceeded  to  open  the  certificates  of  the  Electors  of 
the  State  of  Indiana,  which  he  delivered  lo  the  tellers, 
by  whom  it  was  read,  and  who  took  lists  of  the  vote* 
therein  enclosed." 
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States,  and  is  not  republican  ;  and  that  Congress, 
by  the  Federal  Constitution,  is  to  guaranty  to 
every  State  a  republican  form  of  Government ; 
therefore,  it  is  the  province  of  Congress  to  examine 
for  this  quality  in  the  constitution  of  any  State 
which  applies  for  admission  into  the  Union. 

If,  sir,  Congress  has  to  decide  upon  the  republi- 
can form  of  government  of  the  new  States,  it  has 
also  to  decide  upon  it  for  all  the  old  States.     The 
language  of  the  Constitution  is,  "  the  United  States 
shall  guaranty  to  every  State  in  this  Union  a  re- 
publican form  of  government."     This  applied  im- 
mediately to  the  old  States ;  and,  if  it  is  the  duty 
of  Congress,  why  did   not  Congress  examine  all 
the  constitutions  of  the   several   States?     Why 
.    not  require  each  State,  when  it  alters  or  new- 
models  its  constitution,  to  submit  it  to  that  tribu- 
nal to  decide  whether  it  is  republican  ?     Nine  of 
the  States  have  altered  their  constitutions  since 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the   United 
Slates.      New   Hampshire,   in   February,   1792; 
Connecticut,   in  September,    1818;  Vermont,   in 
July,  1793,  or  rather  formed  one;  Pennsylvania, 
in    September,  1792;  Delaware,  in  June.   1792; 
Maryland,  at  sundry  times;  South  Carolina,  in 
June,  1790;  Georgia,  in  May,  1798;  and  Ken- 
tucky, in  August,  1799.    None  of  these  States 
have  ever  submitted  their  renewed  constitutions  to 
Congress  for  its  approbation.     It  is  the  duty  of 
Congress,  under  the  term  "guaranty,"  to  look  mto 
any  constitution.     Who  will  be  bold  enough  to 
say  it  is  not  its  duty  to  see  that  no  State  shall 
alter  its  constitution,  but  by  its  permission  and 
authority?     It  would  be  to  little  purpose  to  say 
the  United  States  shall  guaranty  the  republican 
form  of  government,  unless  its  control  can  be  con- 
tinued.   Everv  State  has  the  power  to  revise  its 
constitution  whenever  it  shall  think  proper.     And, 
if  you  look  at  the  constitution  of  Missouri  to-day, 
and  pass  it  as  republican,  and  that  State  should 
alter  it  to-morrow,  and  destroy  its  republican  fea- 
tures, and  defy  your  control,  this  power  has  been 
given  to  very  little  purpose,  and  had  much  better 
been  withheld. 

Mr.  S.  said,  upon  looking  into  the  constitution 
of  the  thirteen  original  States,  he  had  discovered 
that  Rhode  Island  had  no  constitution ;  nor  had 
she  ever  any.  She  has  what  the  good  people  of 
that  State  call  the  "  charter  of  Rhode  Island," 
granted  by  King  Charles  the  Second ;  in  which 
he  has  made  certain  reservations,  as  an  acknowl- 
edgment of  his  sovereignty.  And  throughout  the 
whole  instrument,  the  people  are  treated  of,  and 
called  subjects.  They  can  have  no  claim  to  a 
republican  form  of  government  under  such  a  char- 
ter. 

Why,  then,  does  not  Congress  issue  its  writ  of 
gw  tMrranto  to  the  Governor  or  the  Legislature  of 
Khode  Island,  calling  on  them  to  show  by  what 
authority  they  claim  to  be  one  of  the  United 
fw  a  •  ^l  to  show  cause,  if  any  they  can,  why 
that  State  should  not  be  disfranchised  for  holding 
her  government  under  a  foreign  Prince  ?  Or  else 
issue  some  process  to  compel  her  to  form  such  a 
constitution  as  shall  guaranty  to  her  a  republican 
lorm  of  government  ?      Congress  has  as  much 


power  to  do  this  a.s  it  has  to  reject  the  constitution 
of  Missouri. 

If  Congress  ba>  the  power  to  guaranty  the  re- 
publican form  of  government,  and  it  can  only  be 
exercised  when  a  State  presents  itself  for  admis- 
sion into  the  Union,  there  ought  to  be  an  unifor- 
mity in  its  course.    The  same   State  of  Rhode 
Island  refused  to  adopt  the  Federal  Constitution 
for  some  time  after  the  organization  of  this  Gov- 
ernment.    Then  Rhode  Island  stood  precisely  on 
the  ground  on  which  Missouri  now  is  said  to  stand. 
Missouri  is  a  State,  but  it  is  said  is  not  in  the 
Union;  Rhode  Island  was  a  State,  and  acknowl- 
edged on  all  hands  to  be  out  of  the  Union  at  that 
time.  Whv  did  not  Congress  exercise  this  salutary 
I  control  when  Rhode  Island  came  into  the  Union: 
I  and  abrogate  her  English  charter,  and  give  her 
■  a  constitution,  with  at  least  some  semblance  of  a 
republican  form  of  government  in  it,and  blotout  the 
odious  words,  sovereign  and  subject,  monarchical 
vestiges  which  still  characterize  it  ?    It  is  evident, 
to  a  demonstration,  that  Congress  is  not  the  tribunal 
to  decide  this  Con«^titutional  question.     It  must 
be  left  to  the  judicial  department,  whose  province 
alone  it  is  to  judge  the  private  rights  of  individ- 
uals.    There  are  no  governmental  rights  to  be  in- 
volved, but  the  rights  of  persons  only,  if  any  ;  and 
shall  Congress  erect  itself  into  a  tribunal  to  inves- 
tigate whether  by  chance  some  free  negro  or  mu- 
latto, fifty  years  hence,  might  suffer,  and  put  this 
whole  Union  in  jeopardy?    He  viewed  such  a 
crisis  with  awe.    Mr.  S.  said  he  would  be  amongst 
the  last  to  invoke  it,  but  we  could  not  shut  our 
eyes  upon  what  was  going  on  in  the  northern  sec- 
tion ot  this  Union.     At  the  time  they  were  fulmi- 
nating their  threats  to  dissolve  the  Union,  if  Mis- 
souri should  be  admitted  into  it,  they  were  declar- 
ing to  the  world  that  the  Southern  States  were 
endeavoring  to  intimidate,  but  would  not  dare  to 
disturb  the  Confederacy^.     One  printer,  of  Phila- 
delphia, tired  of  waiting  for  «ome  post  of  honor 
or  profit  under  the  old  government,  has  divided 
the  Union  on  paper,  and  laid  out  a  snug  govern- 
ment for  himself  and  his  friends,  under  which, 
perchance,  he  may  be  better  provided  for.    Another 
fellow   has  called   himself  Patrick   Henry,  and 
writes  as  if  a  belonged  to  him  to  dissolve  this 
empire,  if  he  should  so  will  it.     He  intends  to 
bring  about  in  this  country  a  succession  of  Patrick 
Henrys,  in  imitation  of  the  Cwsars  of  the  Roman 
world  ;  and  he  is  to  be  Patrick  Henry  the  second. 
This  Patrick  Henry  the  second  has  declared  if 
Missouri  with  her  constitution  is  received,  it  is  of 
itself  a  dissolution  of  the  Union.  If  ever  this  Union 
is  disturbed,  it  will  be  by  such  monsters  as  these. 
It  IS  not  here  that  revolution  is  to  commence;  it  is 
to  begin  with  the  people,  by  means  of  misrepre- 
sentations.   By  imposing  on  their  honesty.    Let 
those  who  are  fanning  this  flame  beware  of  the 
consequences.     If  the  torrent  begins  to  roll,  there 
IS  no  telling  where  it  is  to  stop. 

We  are  told  this  constitution  is  not  republican; 
therefore  it  cannot  be  sanctioned,  because  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Government   to   guaranty  to  every 
^^'^  O'tbis  Union  a  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment.   T|ie  evidence  of  this,  it  is  said,  is  man- 
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ifested  in  the  third  and  fourth  clauses  of  the 
twenty-sixth  section  of  the  third  article  of  the 
constitution  of  Missouri,  which  authorizes  the  Le- 
gislature to  pass  laws  "to  prevent  free  negroes 
and  mulattoes  from  coming  to  and  settling  in  this 
State  under  any  pretext  whatsoever." 

The  Convention,  which   formed  our   Federal  i 
Constitution,  has  not  been  as  explicit  as  we  could 
wish  in  defining  what  a  republican  form  of  gov- 
ernment is.     But  we  have  always  understood  that 
sort  of  government  which  is  administered  by  the 
people  to  be  a   republican  form  of  government,  ; 
and  does  not  obtain  nor  lose  this  form  when  the  ] 
free  negroes  and  mulattoes  are  excluded  from  a 

Participation.     This  is  a  case  sui  generiis.     The  i 
istory  of  the  ancient  world  furnishes  no  prece-  , 
dent.     The  Grecian  Republics  abounded  in  slaves ;  i 
but  they  had  no  share  in  the  political  concerns  of 
the  nation.     Sparta  was  said  to  approach  nearer 
to  a  pure  democracy  than  any  other  Government 
that  ever  existed.     Yet  they  had  slaves  in  thou-  i 
sands  and   hundreds  of  thousands,  who  had  no 
share  in  political  affairs.     Thev  were  white,  and 
what  of  them  were  not  sold  to  foreign  nations,  or 
butchered  by  their  masters,  who  had  the  absolute 
control  over  their  persons  and  lives,  without  ac- 
count, were  finally  suffered  to  mingle  with  the 
free  men,  and  became  one  people.     But  the  differ- 
ence of  color  forbids  that  course  with  us,  and  will 
operate  as  a   perpetual  barrier,  until   time  shall 
overcome  it.     Although  they  are  not  slaves  them- 
selves, who  were  prohibited  by  this  constitution 
to  settle  in  Missouri ;  yet  they  are  the  late  offspring 
of  slaves,  and  have  been  placed  and  considered  in 
the  body  politic  upon  the  same  footing  and  no 
other.     Their  parents  were  slaves  during  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.     They  were  in  a  state  of  slavery 
from  Boston  to  the  St.  Mary's,  laboring  in  your 
field.s.     It  was  not  then  slaveholding  States  and 
non-slaveholding  States,  but  all  were  slaveholding 
States.     It  is  true  since  that  time  the  Northern 
States,  finding  it  their  interest  to  do  so,  have  sold 
the  greater  part  of  them  to  the  Southern  people, 
and  have  freed  the  rest.     These  freed  negroes  and 
mulattoes  are  now,  for  the  first  time,  called  citizens 
of  the  United  States;  and  are,  it  is  said,  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Slates,  entitled  to  all 
the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the 
several  States. 

As  no  example  is  to  be  found  in  the  history  of 
any  other  nation,  and  this  bein^  the  first  time 
which  this  question  has  occurred  in  our  own  Gov- 
ernment, whether  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  are, 
as  such,  citizens,  must  be  ascertained  by  such  evi- 
dences as,  from  the  nature  of  things,  we  are  com- 
pelled to  give  the  highest  credence  to.     Mr.  S. 
said  this  was  to  be  found  in  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States,  and  in  the  constitutions 
or  laws  of  the  several  Slates.     They  furnish  a 
mass  of  evidence,  which  nobody  could  doubt  but 
a  sceptic,  that  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  have 
never  been  considered  as  a  part  of  the  body  politic ; 
neither  by  the  General  Government  nor  the  several 
State  governments.     All  their  laws,  and  all  their 
constitutions,  contain  marked  distinctionsby  which 
this  class  of  people  are  excluded  from  all  partici- 
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pur  political  institutions;  not  in  the 
^5 tales,  but  in  the  Eastern  States,  the 


Northern  States,  and  the  Western  States.    Almost 
all  the  Slates  in  the  Union  have  excluded  them 
from  voting  in  elections.     There  is  no  State  that 
admits  them  into  the  militia.    Very  few  States 
admit  them  to  give  evidence.    No  State  had  passed 
any  law  constituting  them  citizens.     Mr.  S.  said 
he  would  not  inquire  in  what  department  the 
power  existed,  if  it  exi-sted  anywhere,  whether  in 
the  State  governments  or  in  the  General  Govern- 
ment, to  naturalize  them ;  but  at  present  neither 
the  one  nor  the  other  had  done  so;  and,  until  some 
supreme  power  should  do  so,  they  could  not  claim 
i  "the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the 
several  States."     He  would  now  ask  the  Senate 
1  for  their  further  indulgence,  till  he  could  examine 
'  this  subject  more  minutely,  from  the  written  docu- 
ments themselves,  which  he  would  beg  leave  to 
read  severally.     In  doing  so,  he  would  b^in  with 
i  the   Declaration   of   Independence  itself     This 
sacred  instrument  says:   "We  hold  these  truths 
'  to   be  self-evident :   that   all   men    are   created 
'  equal;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator 
'  with    certain    inalienable    rights;    that  among 
'  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happi- 
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'  ness. 

If  this  was  a  declaration  of  independence  for  the 
blacks  as  well  as  the  whiles,  why  did  you  not  all 
emancipate  your  slaves  at  once,  and  let  them  join 
you  in  the  war.     But  we  know  this  was  not  done. 
We  know  that  slavery  was  as  much  c||ierished  in 
Massachusetts,  and  the  other  New  England  States, 
as  it  was  anywhere  else  in  the  Union.     In  fine, 
there  was  an  universal  consent,  at  that  day,  that 
these  people  were  slaves,  and  were  our  personal 
property,  and  had  no  share  in  the  body  politic. 
No  gentleman  will  now  be  bold  enough  to  say  oth- 
erwise.    New  York  is  yet  seeking  for  remunera- 
tion from  the  British  Government  for  their  slaves, 
by  that  name,  which  were  plundered  from  that 
State  during  the  Revolutionary  war.     The  very 
Constitution  under  which  we  are  now  assembled, 
which  was  formed  for  the  better  cementing  the 
Government,  derived  from  that  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence, has  not  only  sanctioned  the  slavery 
which  then  existed  in  the  United  States,  but,  by 
the  ninth  section  of  the  first  article,  expressly  per- 
mitted the  whole  of  the  States,  twelve  years  after 
this  Declaration  of  Independence,  to  open  their 
ports  to  the  African  slave  trade  for  a  succession  of 
twenty  years.     But  it  is  said  these  free  negroes 
and  mulattoes  are  citizens.     The  most  of  them 
were  born  slaves,  and  the  act  of  manumission  by 
the  masters  could  not  constitute  them  citizens.    If 
the  ma.ster  can  make  a  citizen,  it  must  be  by  some 
other  process  than  his  sign  manual  on  paper.    Bv 
the  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  14th  of  April, 
1802  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  naturaliza- 
tion, the  Congress  itself  has  guarded  against  natu- 
ralizing any  but  white  population.    The  first  clause 
of  the  act  is  these  words:  *    "  That  any  alien,  be- 
'  ine  a  free  white  person,  may  be  admitted  to 
'  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of 
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'  them,  on  the  following  conditions,"  dec.  The 
Government  of  Hayti  was  then  an  independent 
Empire;  and  why  were  tliey  excluded  this  privi- 
lege, if  all  men  were  created  equal? 

Mr.  Smith  said  he  would  now  examine  the 
constitutions  of  those  States  which  had  been  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  since  the  adoption  of  the 
Federal  Constitution.  The  most  of  which  had 
passed  under  the  eye  of  Congress,  and  had  their 
solemn  sanction;  and  would  show  how  assidu- 
ously they  had  kept  up  the  distinction  between  the 
white  and  black  population,  and  how  carefully  the 
colored  people  were  excluded  from  all  share  in  the 
affairs  of  the  body  politic  in  the  State  govern- 
ments. 

In  the  eighth  section  of  the  second  article  of  the 
constitution  of  Kentucky,  are  these  words:  "In 
'  all  elections  for  Representatives,  every  free  male 
'  citizen,  (negroes,  mulattoes,  and  Indians,  ex- 
'  cepted,)  &c.,  shall  enjoy  the  right  of  an  elector." 
-  In  the  first  section  of  the  seventh  article  of  that 
constitution  it  is  said:  "The  General  Assembly 
'  shall  have  no  power  to  pass  laws  for  the  eman- 
'  cipation  of  slaves  without  the  consent  of  their 
'  owners,  or  without  paying  their  owners  a  full 
'  equivalent  in  money  for  the  slaves  so  emanci- 
'  pated." 

In  the  first  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the 
constitution  of  Ohio,  it  is  said:  "In  all  elections, 
'  all  white  male  inhabitants,  Ac,  shall  enjoy  the 
'  right  of  an  elector." 

In  the  constitution  of  Louisiana,  it  is  said :  "No 
'  person  shall  be  a  Representative  who,  at  the  time 
•  of  his  election,  is  not  a  free  white  male  citizen 
'  of  the  United  States." 

This  constitution  was  submitted  to  Congress, 
and  was  examined  with  more  than  ordinary  vigi- 
lance. So  much  so,  that  the  State  could  not  gain 
admittance  into  the  Union  without  passing  a  very 
special  and  a  very  rigid  law;  in  which  Louisiana 
was  laid  under  injunctions  imposed  on  no  other 
State,  before  or  since.  Yet.  with  all  this  vigi- 
lance, she  is  suffered  to  exclude  from  the  right  of 
representing  the  State,  all  colored  people.  If  there 
are  black  and  yellow  citizens,  how  could  Congress 
permit  that  constitution  to  exclude  from  so  valua- 
ble a  privilege  men  who,  perhaps,  had  all  the  re- 
quisites of  a  representative  except  that  of  color? 
Who  can  estimate  the  difference  between  being 
denied  a  residence  in  a  State,  or  denied  the  valua- 
ble privilege  of  being  a  representative,  or  even  the 
right  of  being  represented. 

In  the  1st  section  of  the  3d  article  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  Slate  of  Mississippi,  you  find  the  same 
in  substance.  The  words  are,  "Every  free  white 
male  person,  Ac.,  shall  be  deemed 'a  qualified 
elector." 

In  the  1st  section  df  the  2d  division,  of  the  6th 
article  of  the  same  constitution,  are  the  words : 

The  General  Assembly  shall  have  no  power  to 
pass  laws  for  the  emancipation  of  slaves  without 
the  consent  of  their  owners."  Mr.  S.  observed,  that 
he  read  this  last  part  of  that  constitution  because 
It  was  nearly  in  the  same  words  as  the  26th  section 

u-u  ^'^  ^^^^'^^^  °f  ^^^  constitution  of  Missouri,  to 
which  he  had  heard  great  objections  because  it 


prevented  the  desirable  work  of  emancipation. 
When  the  constitution  of  Mississippi  was  before 
the  Senate,  only  three  years  ago,  there  was  not  a 
dissenting  voice,  nor  a  murmur  in  the  community. 

In  the  constitution  of  Indiana,  which  passed  the 
scrutiny  of  the  Senate  only  four  years  ago,  in  the 
1st  section  of  the  1st  article,  il  is  said,  "  That  all 
'  men  are  born  equally  free  and  indeiiendent,  and 
'  have  certain  natural,  inherent,  and  inalienable 
'  rights ;  among  which  are  the  enjoying  and  de- 
'  fending  life  and  liberty,  and  of  acquiring,  pos- 
•  sessing,  and  protecting  property,  and  pursuing 
'  and  obtaining  happiness  and  safety." 

How  very  incompatible  would  these  two  clauses 
of  that  constitution  appear,  if  it  were  not  for  that 
universal  assent  which  prevails  throughout  the 
Union,  that  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  are  not 
known  in  your  political  institutions.  This  is  a 
more  marked  distinction  than  any  of  the  preceding. 
They,  for  the  most  part,  say,  "  free  white  male," 
&c.,  but  this  is  simply  a  distinction  between  white 
and  black,  with  the  utter  exclusion  of  the  colored 
man.  What  citizen  of  the  United  States  would 
prefer  this  degrading  distinction  to  exile?  The 
people  of  Indiana  had  been  eulogized  by  a  gentle- 
man of  the  Senate,  (Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,)  on 
this  very  question,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
and,  Mr.  S.  said  he  believed,  very  deservedly,  as  a 
wise  and  prudent  people.  These  people  could 
have  had  no  prejudices  from  habitual  slavery. 
They  had  been  nursed  in  the  lap  of  freedom.  When 
that  territory  was  ceded  by  Virginia  to  the  United 
States,  there  was  a  stipulation  to  exclude  slavery  ; 
notwithstanding  which,  their  men  of  color  are  ex- 
cluded from  any  )>ortion  of  political  rights.  As  a 
further  evidence  of  the  degraded  condition  of  free 
negroes  and  mulattoes,  in  Indiana,  below  that  of 
a  citizen,  he  would  beg  leave  to  read  a  law  of  that 
State,  passed  about  two  years  after  it  was  elevated 
from  its  territorial  government.  He  read  as  follows : 
"  No  negro,  mulatto,  or  Indian,  shall  bo  a  witness, 
'  except  in  pleas  of  the  Slate  against  negroes, 
'  mulattoes,  or  Indians,  or  in  civil  cases  where  ne- 
'  groe^,  mulattoes, or  Indians,  alone, shall  be  parties." 
1  hey  have,  by  another  clause  of  the  same  law, 
graduated  the  mulatto.  It  says,  "  Every  person 
'  other  than  a  negro,  of  whose  grandfathers  or  grand- 
'  mothers  any  one  is,  or  shall  have  been  a  negro, 
'  although  all  his  other  progenitors,  except  that 
'  descending  from  a  negro,  shall  have  been  white 
'  persons,  shall  be  deemed  a  mulatto,  and  so  every 
'  person  who  shall  have  one-fourth  part  or  more 
'of  negro  blood,  shall  in  like  manner  be  deemed 
'  a  mulatto."  Can  any  possible  doubt  exist  that 
the  people  of  Indiana  consider  that  free  negroes 
and  mulattoes  are  not  citizens  ? 

Mr.  S.  said  he  would  now  beg  leave  to  advert  to 
some  laws  of  Congress,  of  recent  dales,  which 
would  show,  as  strongly  as  can  be  shown,  that 
Congress  has  not  only  believed  them  to  be  degra- 
ded below  the  level  of  citizens,  but  have  actually 
placed  them  there,  by  their  laws.  Congress  re- 
quired all  territorial  laws  to  come  under  its  revi- 
sion, and  particularly  so  the  laws  of  the  Territory  of 
Orleans,  before  it  became  the  State  of  Louisiana. 
By  one  of  the  territorial  laws  of  Orleans,  of  the  7th 
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of  June,  1806.  it  is  enacted,  (1)  "  That  free  people 
'  of  color  ought  never  to  insult  or  strike  white  peo- 
'  pie,  nor  presume  to  conceive  themselves  equal  to 
'  the  white  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  they  ought 
'  to  yield  to  them  on  every  occasion,  and  never 
'  speak  or  answer  to  them  but  with  respect,  under  I 
'  the  penalty  of  imprisonment,  according  to  the 
*  natureof  the  offence."  This  is  a  law  which  passed 
under  the  immediate  inspection  of  Congress. 

He  would  now  turn  to  the  act  of  Congress,  of 
last  session,  which  passed  on   the  15th  of  May, 
1820,  and  not  long  after  the  heated  debate  upon 
the  bill  for  admitting  Missouri  into  the  Union, 
when  the  minds  of  all  the  members  were  filled 
with  this  subject,  for  incorporating  the  inhabitants 
of  the  City  of  Washington,  Ac,  by  which  they 
were  continued  to  be  a  l»dy  politic  and  corporate. 
In  this  act  is  to  be  found  these  words  :(2)  "Any 
person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  Mayor  who 
IS  a  free  white  male  citizen  of  the  United  Stales." 
In  another  part  of  the  same  act  it  says,  "  That  no 
'  person  shall  be  eligible  to  a  seat  in  the  Board  of 
'  Aldermen,  or  Board  of  Common  Council,  unless 
'  he  shall  be  more  than  twenty-five  years  of  age,  a  t 
'  free  white  male  citizen  of  the  United  States,  &c. 
In  another  part  of  that  act,  in  enumerating  the 
powers  of  the  corporation,  it  is  said  il  shall  have 
full  power  and  authority  "  to  prescribe  the  terms 
and  conditions  upon  which  free  negroes  and  mu- 
lattoes may  reside  in  the  city." 

Mr.  Smith  observed,  that,  when  this  law  was 
before  the  Senate,  it  was  thoroughly  investigated 
by  an  honorable  gentleman  from  the  East,  (Mr.  , 
BiiuMLL.)     Seeing  it  in  such  hands,  he  paid  but  j 
little  r.ttention  to  it  himself;  but  he  found,  upon  | 
examinmg  it,  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  were  not 
only  excluded  from  all  share  in   the  offices,  but 
wereplaoi'J  under  the  inspection  ofthecorporalion, 
to  prescribt  the  terms  and  conditions  upon  which 
they  may  reside  in  the  city.     Giving  power  to  pre- 
scribe the   terms,   is,   in   eflect,  giving   power  to 
expel.     This  is  an  unanswerable  proof  of  the  de- 
graded condition  in  which  Congress  consider  free 
negroes  and  mulattoes  ought  to  be  placed.     With 
this  strong  and  peculiar  example  before  their  eves, 
well  might  the  people  of  Missouri  conceive  tney 
had  a  right  to  provide  against  this  evil.     The  ex- 
ample is  peculiar,  because  Congress  have  sal  here 
for  the  last  twenty  years  ;  during  which  time,  he 
had  understood,  a  swarm  of  mulattoes   had  been 
reared  in  the  city  ;  many  of.whom,  no  doubt,  had  as 
illustrious  fathers  as  any  in  the  nation.     These 
mulattoes  have  been  under  the  parental  care  of 
Congress,  until  some  of  them  have  nearly  arrived  to 
the  years  of  maturity  ;  and,  if  their  education  has 
been   eaual  to  their  parentage,  might,  in  a  few 
years,fill  the  raayoraltywith  great  dignity.   Instead 
of  which,  they  are  now  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  a  pelly  corporation.     All  their  hopes  are  blasted, 
and  themselves  drove  to  seek  their  fortunes  in  the 
wilds  of  Missouri,  on  account  of  their  color.     And 
shall  a  mulatto  to  whom  Congress  will  deny  a 
residence  in  the  City  of  Washington,  unless  he  is 


specially  licensed  by  the  corporation,  be  considered, 
by  that  same  Congress,  if  he  will  only  emigrate 
to  the  State  of  Missouri,  entitled  to  all  the  privi- 
leges and  immunities  of  the  most  di-stinguished 
citizens  of  the  United  States? 

He  supposed  gentlemen  who  contended  for  the 
rights  of  these  sable  brethren  in  Missouri,  and  who 
had  denied  them  a  residence  at  Washington,  could 
have  no  objection  to  see  one  of  them  returned  as  a 
ini^mber  of  this  honorable  body.     And  if  they  are 
entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  the  cit- 
izens of  the  several  States,  wheresoever  they  would 
go,  it  would  be  infringing  much  upon  the  republi- 
can principle  to  refuse  them   this   honor.     Had 
Christophe,  the  famous  chief  of  Hayti,  came  to 
some  sections  of  our  country,  before  he  blew  his 
own  brains  out,  if  he  could  have  obtained  the  nat- 
uralization which  our  free  negroes  and  mulattoes 
have  done,  by  a  residence  merely,  he  might,  under 
the  spirit  of  these  times,  soon  have  found  his  way 
here.     He  had  seen  in  this  morning's  paper  some 
high  encomiums  on  his  rival  and  successor  Boyer, 
1  his  present  Majesty  of  Hayti,  by  a  correspondent 
I  of  his,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  who  seems  to 
invite  an  alliance  with  his  Excellency.     This  cor- 
respondent thinks  it  would  be  very  useful  to  this 
country. 

In  the  very  law  which  authorized  Missouri  to 
elect  ■the  convention  which  formed  the  constitu- 
tion now  before  you,  is  the  following  provision,  (1) 
"that  all  free  white  male  citizens  of  the  United 
'  States,  &c.,  shall  be  qualified  to  be  elected,  and 
I  '  ihey  are  hereby  qualified  and  authorized  to  vote 
I  '  and  choose  representatives  to  form  a  convention." 
We  find  nothing  in  that  law  for  the  tree  negroes 
'  and  mulattoes.     Mr.  S.  said  he  had  not  been  able 
to  obtain  the  statute  laws  of  Ohio  and  Illinois,  but 
was  informed  that  both  those  States  had  laws  im- 
posing penalties  upon,  and  degrading  free  negroes 
and  mulattoes.     So  far  he  had  confined  his  oDser- 
valions  and  references  to  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  the  constitutions  and  laws  of  such  of 
the  separate  States  as  had  been  formed,  under  the 
authority,  and  since  the  adoption,  of  the  Federal 
Constitution.     He  had  done  so  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  the  uniformity  of  sentiment  and  of  action, 
which  had  so  invariably  prevailed,  on  every  polit- 
ical occasion,  to  give  a  decisive  character  to  the 
degraded  condition  of  free  ne^oes  and  mulattoes. 
He  had,  as  yet,  offered  no  evidence  derived  from 
the  laws  and  constitutions  of  the  original  States. 
He  would  now  do  so,  and  see  how  far  they  main- 
tained the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Island  (Mr.  Burrill)  that  the  constitution  of  Mis- 
souri is  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  wants  the  republican  form,  which 
it  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  guaranty ;  because  it 
provides  for  prohibiting  free  negroes  and  mulattoes 
from  going  to,  and  settling  in  that  State.     We 
were  taught  to  believe  that  no  State  in  the  Union, 
besides  Missouri,  had  had  the  boldness  to  restrain 
the  ingress  or  egress  of  any  citizen ;  or  that  any 
distinction  had  been  made  between  the  white  citi- 


(l)  Territorial  Laws  of  Orleans^,  vol.  1,  p.  188 
(3)  AcU  lat  aeaaion  16th  Congres:*,  page  14. 
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zens  and  the  yellovr  and  black  citizens.  He  would 
endeavor  to  show  the  gentleman's  arguments  were 
incorrect.  In  this  examination  he  would  pass  by 
all  those  States  which  held  slaves.  It  was  known, 
and  would  be  admitted,  that  each  of  them  had, 
either  in  their  laws  or  constitution,  deprived  free 
ne^oes  and  mulattoes  of  all  the  political  rights  of 
citizens ;  such  as  denying  them  the  right  to  vote 
at  elections ;  or  depriving  them  of  the  liberty  to 
give  evidence  again:>t  a  white  person  ;  forbidding 
them  to  bear  arms ;  and  several  of  these  States 
have  compelled  them  to  depart,  and  forbidden  them 
to  return.  For  this  we  have  been  often  reproached. 
To  proceed  with  the  course  he  had  laid  out  to  him- 
self, he  would  begin  with  New  Hampshire. 

New  Hampshire  had  said  in  her  constitution 
"  that  all  men  are  born  equally  frre  and  independ- 
'  ent.    Have  certain  natural,  essential,  and  inher- 

•  ent  rights — among  which  are  the  enjoying  and 
'  defending  life  and  liberty,"  &c. 

In  the  year  1808  she  passed  a  law  to  regulate 
her  militia,  in  which  it  is,  amongst  other  things, 
enacted  "  that  each  and  every  free  able-bodied 
'  white  male  citizen  of  this  State,  resident  therein, 
'  who  is,  or  shall  be  of  the  age  of  sixteen  years, 
'  and  under  the  age  of  forty,  Ac,  shall  be  enrolled." 

If  the  white  man  and  the  black  man  are  born 
equally  free  and  independent,  and  have  the  same 
natural  rights,  inc.,  among  which  are  the  enjoying 
and  defending  his  life  and  liberty,  how  is  the  colored 
man  to  defend  his  life  if  he  is  prevented  from  the 
means  given  to  the  white  man  ?  This  absurdity 
is  so  palpable  that  no  man  will  attempt  to  recon- 
cile it.  No  other  conclusion  can  result,  but  that 
New  Hampshire  too,  has  yielded  her  assent,  that 
free  negroes  and  mulattoes  are  not  citizens;  but 
that  these  governments  are  constituted  of  while 
citizens  only.  A  man  deprived  of  his  arras,  or 
deprived  of  the  means  of  using  them  as  his  fellow- 
citizens  do,  is  deprived  at  least  of  half  his  defence. 
Republican  New  Hampshire  would  never  do  that. 

He  would  next  examine  the  laws  and  constitu- 
tion of  Vermont.  Although  this  was  one  of  the 
new  Slates,  on  account  of  her  local  situation  and 
political  habits,  he  had  classed  her  with  the  Slates 
in  her  neighborhood. 

Vermont,  also,  had  said,  in  the  first  article  of 
her  constitution,  "  that  all  men  are  born  equally 
'  free  and  independent,  and  have  certain  natural, 
'  inherent,  and  inalienable  rights,  amongst  which 
'  are  the  enjoying  and  defending  life  and  liberty, 
'  acquiring,  possessing,  and  protecting  property, 
'  and  pursuing  and  obtaining  happiness  and  safety." 

She  passed  a  law  on  the  lOih  of  March,  1797, 
to  regulate  the  militia.  In  which  it  is  also  enacted, 
(1)  "that  every  fre^  able-bodied  white  male  citi- 
'  zen  above  the  age  of  eighteen,  and  under  forty- 

•  five,  dec,  shall  be  enrolled,"  dec. 

The  defending  life  and  protecting  property,  by 
the  appointment  of  Heaven,  must  depend  upon 
our  physical  powers.  And  will  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont, which  knows  so  well  the  benefit  of  arms, 
strip,  by  law,  a  portion  of  her  citizens  of  this  essen- 
tial means  of  defending  life  and  protecting  prop- 

(1)  See  Laws  of  Vermont,  2  vol.,  page  122. 


erty?  This,  like  the  case  of  New  Hampshire, 
proves  that  they  have  free  negroes  and  mulattoes 
in  Vermont,  but  have  no  black  or  yellow  fellow- 
citizens  there. 

Vermont,  as  far  as  the  decision  of  one  State 
could  go,  had  decided  the  political  right  which 
each  State  possesses,  of  expelling,  by  law,  the  citi- 
zens of  any  other  State,  if  any  should  be  rash 
enough  to  attempt  to  go  there  to  reside.  The  19th 
article  of  her  constitution,  which  was  ratified  on 
the  9th  of  July,  1793,  is  in  the  following  words: 
''  That  all  people  have  a  natural  and  inherent 
'  ri^bt  to  emigrate  from  one  State  to  another  that 
'  will  receive  them." 

In  pursuance  of  this  authority,  in  their  own  con* 
stitution,  Vermont,  on  the  Gtd  November,  1801, 
passed  a  law  to  exclude,  not  only  free  negroes  and 
mulattoes,  but  the  citizens  of  every  description, 
male  and  female,  of  the  other  States.  It  says,  (1) 
"  The  selectmen  shall  have  power  to  remove  from 

*  the  State  any  persons  who  come  there  to  reside. 
'  And  any  person  removed,  and  returning  without 
'  permission  of  the  selectmen,  shall  be  whipped 
'  not  exceeding  ten  stripes." 

He  could  not  conceive  how  Vermont  could  pos- 
sibly say,  that  the  constitution  of  Missouri  was  re- 
pugnant to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
because  it  forbids  a  residence  to  free  negroes  and 
mulattoes,  when  its  own  laws  and  constitution 
forbid  a  residence  to  the  most  respectable  citizens 
of  all  the  other  States.  Unless  they  considered 
the  whipping  to  be  a  saving  clause,  which  might 
distinguish  it  from  the  Missouri  case.  However 
desirable  a  country  Vermont  may  be,  .Mr.  S.  said, 
he  believed  there  would  be  but  few,  either  black 
or  while,  who  would  become  citizens,  until  there 
should  be  some  other  mode  of  naturalizing  than  at 
the  whipping  post. 

Mr.  S.  said,  the  more  he  examined  the  subject 
the  better  he  was  satisfied  that  the  great  and  re- 
spectable State  of  Pennsylvania,  however  mis- 
taken he  might  think  her  policy,  for  indiscriminate 
emancipation,  had  had  more  benevolent  views 
than  any  other  State  in  the  Union.  They  had 
examined  it  more  than  any  other,  and  knew  the 
rights  of  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  better,  and  de- 
fended them  with  more  zeal.  For  the  purpose  of 
showing  what  was  the  opinion  entertained  in  her 
Legislature,  at  its  last  session,  of  the  right  of  States 
to  prohibit  the  migration  of  free  negroes  and  mu- 
lattoes, he  would  read  from  the  journals  of  that 
body,  which  he  then  held,  a  resolution,  offered  by 
two  of  its  well-informed  and  rcNpectable  members. 

(2)  "A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Kerlin  and 
'  Mr.  G.  Robinson,  and  read  as  follows,  viz: 

"  ResUced,  That  the  Commiltee  on  the  Judi- 
'  ciary  system  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 

*  pediency  of  prohibiting  the  migration  or  impor- 
'  tation  of  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  into  this 
'  Commonwealth." 

This  resolution  was  not  acted  on,  but  it  shows 
the  opinion  of  Pennsylvania,  itself,  upon  the  right 
which  Missouri  claims.     And  this  resolution,  it  is 

(1)  Law*  of  Vermont,  1  vol.,  psge  400, 

(2)  See  Journal,  page  341. 
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observed,  was  presented  on  or  about  the  20th  of 
January,  1820,  at  the  very  momeiit  that  Legisla- 
ture passed  an  unanimous  resolution  for  instruct- 
ing tneir  Senators,  in  Congress,  to  oppose  the  ad- 
mission of  Missouri  into  the  Union,  unless  under 
the  restriction  of  prohibiting  slavery,  when  their 
minds  were  alive  to  the  subject. 

He  said  he  would  now  examine  the  laws  of 
Rhode  Island,  for  she  had  no  constitution,  upon 
the  subject  of  negroes  and  mulattoes  generally.  By 
one  of  their  statute  laws  it  is  said,  (1)  "  The  town 
'  council  shall,  if  any  free  negro  or  mulatto  shall 
'  keep  a  disorderly  house,  or  entertain  anv  person 

*  or  persons  at  unseasonable  hours,  break  up  his 
'  house  and  bind  him  out  to  service  for  two  years." 

If  all  were  citizens,  why  not  bind  out  a  white 
brother  citizen  as  well  as  a  black  or  yellow  one  ? 
The  nature  of  the  offence  was  certainly  the  same, 
and,  it  is  reasonable  to  conclude,  ought  to  be  pun- 
ished in  the  same  way.  By  another  clause  of  the 
same  statute,  it  is  enacted, 

(2)  "  That  no  white  person,  Indian,  or  mulatto, 
'  or  negro,  keeping  house  in  any  town,  shall  enter- 

*  tain  any  Indian,  mulatto,  or  negro  servant  or 
'  slave;  if  he  does,  to  be  punished  by  fine,"  dec. 

Another  clause  of  the  same  statute  says,  in  treat- 
ing of  Indian,  negro,  and  mulatto,  servants  or 
slaves: 

(3)  "  That  none  should  be  absent  at  night,  after 
'  nine  o'clock.  If  found  out,  to  be  taken  up  and 
'  committed  to  jail  till  morning,  and  then  appear 
'  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  who  is  ordered  and 


should  understand  the  laws  and  constitutions  of 
our  neighboring  States.  Until  this  question  was 
agitated  he  had  been  led  to  believe  that  slaves, 
as  well  as  free  negroes  and  mulattoes,  in  the  North- 
ern States,  were  as  unrestrained  as  their  masters. 
He  now  had  the  consolation  to  know  that  the 
laws  of  South  Carolina,  at  least,  were  more  mild 
on  this  subject  than  the  laws  of  Rhode  Island. 
Gentlemen  might  say  these  laws  were  repealed  for 
aught  he  knew;  if  they  were  he  knew  nothing 
about  it.  He  had  not  yet  heard  they  were  repeal- 
ed ;  he  had  found  their  statute  books,  which  con- 
tain these  laws,  in  the  law  library  attached  to  the 
Senate  Chamber.  He  supposed  some  of  them  may 
be  growing  obsolete  since  they  sold  the  greater 
part  of  their  slaves  to  the  people  of  the  Southern 
States. 

He  would  now  examine  the  evidence  the  re- 
spectable State  of  Massachusetts  would  afford  us 
in  illustrating  this  subject ;  and  would  first  advert 
to  her  constitution.  In  the  first  section  of  the  first 
article  are  to  be  found  the  following  words: 

"All  men  are  born  free  and  equal,  and  have  cer- 
'  tain  natural,  essential,  and  inalienable  rights; 
'  among  which  may  be  reckoned  the  right  of  en- 
'  joying  and  defending  their  lives  and  liberties; 
'  that  of  acquiring,  possessing,  and  protecting  prop- 
'  erty ;  in  fine,  that  of  seeking  their  safety  and 
'  happiness." 

This  declaration  of  rights  comprehends  all  that 
a  citizen  could  ask  for,  but  no  more  than  he  is 
entitled  to.    And  it  gives  to  every  citizen  the  same 


directed  to  cause  such  servant  or  slave  to  be  pub-    "ghts.     W  ho  will  deny  the  right  of  e^«y  naan 
'  licly  whipped,  by  the  constable,  ten  stripes."  according  to  this  constitution    to  '•^°aa»°  y^j5^^° 

In  the  same  ^talute  book  is  a  law  of  a  m^e  rigid  j  ^he^S^f  ^^'.  »^^^.^L^  l^'Lll^lf  I^I^kL.  j!.t  fhl 
character.     It  is  in  these  words: 

(4)  "  That  whosoever  is  suspected  of  trading 
'  with  a  servant  or  slave,  and  shall  refusf  to  purge 
'  himself  by  oath,  shall  be  adjudged  guilty,  and 
'  sentence  shall  be  ^iven  against  him." 

Our  Northern  friends  had  taken  great  liberties 
with  the  Southern  people  concerning  the  rigid 
manner  of  treating  their  slaves.     But  this  is  a  re- 
finement upon  any  thing  of  that  sort  to  be  found 
in  the  statute  books  of  the  Southern  States.    You 
can  find  no  law  for  selling  or  binding  out  a  free 
negro  or  mulatto,  for  entertaining  his  friends  at 
what  the  town  council  might  think  an  unseason- 
able hour.     But  to  judge  a  man  guilty  and  sen- 
tence him,  if  you  suspect  him.  unless  he  will  purge 
himself  upon  oath,  is  a  stretch  of  political  power, 
not  known  in  any  of  the  United  States  but  Rhode 
Island.   It  was  a  species  of  despotism.   This,  how- 
ever, must  be  added  to  the  catalogue  of  evidence, 
which   irresistibly  shows  that  Rhode  Island,  as 
well  as  the  other  States,  never  intended  to  put  free 
negroes  and  mulattoes  upon  the  footing  of  citizens. 
Otherwise  the  laws  would  not  sell  the  man  of 
color  for  what  the  white  man  may  commit  with- 
out notice.    Mr.  S.  said,  this  discussion  would  be 
useful  in  one  respect,  if  injurious  in  another.    We 


(1)  Laws  of  Rhode  Island,  pages  611,  612. 

(2)  Laws  of  Rhode  Uland.  page  6 14. 

(3)  Laws  of  Rhode  Island,  page  614. 
(4    Lawa  of  Rhode  Island,  page  615. 

I6th  Con.  2d  Sebs.— 3 


Who  will  say  that  marriage,  to  whomsoever  the 
citizen  shall  think  proper,  if  each  party  is  agreed, 
is  not  a  right  of  the  highest  importance  ?  To  grant 
this  right  to  one  citizen,  and  take  it  from  another, 
would  be  giving  to  one  and  taking  from  the  other 
the  means  of  his  happiness,  which  the  constitution 
secures  to  him  so  emphatically.  By  a  law  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, passed  the  6ih  of  March,  1788,  and 
which  appears  to  have  been  revi.sed  in  1798,  and 
again  in  1802,  it  is  expressly  enacted— 

"That  no  person,  being  an  African  or  negro, 
'  other  than  a  subject  of  the  Emperor  of  Morocco, 
'  or  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  to  be  evidenced 
'  by  a  certificate,  dec,  shall  tarry  within  this  Com- 
'  monweallh  for  a  longer  time  than  two  months; 
'  if  he  does,  the  justices  have  power  to  order  such 
'  person  to  depart,  dec;  and  it  such  person  shall 
'  not  depart  within  ten  days,  dec,  such  person  shall 
i  be  committed  to  the  prison  or  house  of  correction. 
'  And  for  this  offence,  &c.,  he  shall  be  whipped, 
'  dec,  and  ordered  again  to  depart  in  ten  days ; 
'  and  if  he  does  not,  the  same  process  and  punish- 
'  ment  to  be  inflicted,  and  so  toties  quotiM." 

This  toties  quoties,  we  all  understand  to  mean 
that  he  shall  be  whipped  as  often  as  he  returns. 
Many,  or  at  least  some  of  the  States,  have  passed 
laws  to  regulate  the  solemnization  of  marriage, 
which  they  have  a  right  to  do.  Massachusetts, 
on  the  15th  of  June,  1795,  passed  a  law  for  the 
orderly  solemnization  of  marriages,  Ac,  from 
which  the  following  is  an  extract: 
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(l)"That  no  person  by  this  act  authorized  to 
'  marry,  shall  join  in  marriage  any  white  person 
'  with  any  negro,  Indian,  or  mulatto,  on  penalty  of 
'  the  sura  of  fifty  pounds,  two-third  parts  thereof 
'  to  the  use  of  the  county  wherein  such  offence 
'  shall  be  committed,  and  the  residue  to  the  prose- 

*  cutor,  to  be  recovered  by  the  treasurer  of  the 

*  county,  dec,  and  the  said  marriage  shall  be  null 

*  and  void,"  &c. 

Massachusetts  emancipated  her  slaves,  what  she 
had  not  sold  off,  at  a  pretty  early  period  after  the 
Revolutionary  war.     Those  alluded  to  must  be 
free  negroes  and  mulattoes.     Massachusetts  we  all 
know  to  be  a  Republican  State,  and  to  have  a 
Republican  form  of  government.    She  had  been 
called  the  cradle  in  which  the   Revolution  had 
been  rocked.     Her  early  achievements  in  that  Re- 
volution had  been  conspicuous.     The  battles  of 
Bunker  Hill  and  Concord  would  be  spoken  of  by 
posterity  with  delight.     She  had  been  famed  for 
her  men  of  eloquence,  and  he  had  the  pleasure  to 
say,  without  flattery  or  irony,  that  he  believed 
justly.     She  had  the  most  numerous  legislative 
body  of  any  State  in  the  Union — her  number  of 
representatives  was  about  six  hundred.      Amidst 
such  a  multitude  of  council,  is  it  possible  for  one 
member  to  believe,  for  a  moment,  that  such  a  law 
could  have  passed,  to  prohibit  a  citizen  to  marry 
whomsoever  he  could  gain  the  affections  of?    Or 
is  there  a  man  in  Massachusetts  who  will  say  that 
marriage  is  not  an  essential  happmess?     If  it  is 
not  secured  to  every  citizen,  where  is  their  decla- 
ration of  rights?     We  must  look  for  the  reason  of 
this  law,  as  in  all  the  other  States,  in  the  univer- 
sal assent  to  the  degraded  condition  of  that  class 
of  people,  and  from  which  none  of  the  States 
would,  perhaps,  ever  think  it  expedient  to  raise 
them.     From  the  ranting  of  some  enthusiasts,  and 
the  jeerings  of  some  politicians,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  had 
been  led  to  believe  there  were  no  mulattoes  in  the 
New  England   States.      But  looking  into   their 
statute  books,  he  found  they  were  numerous;  so 
much  so,  as  to  become  the  subjects  of  legislative 
control,  and  that  a  long  time  ago.     It  appears 
they  were  breeding  them  as  far  back  as  1788,  and 
he  did  not  know  how  much  earlier,  but  he  sup- 
posed as  long  ago  as  when  they  began  to  import 
the  Africans  into  Portsmouth,  in  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire. 

As  the  laws  and  constitution  of  Connecticut 
would  give  some  aid  in  illustrating  this  question, 
he  would  refer  to  them. 

In  the  first  section  of  the  first  article  of  that  con- 
stitution are  the  following  words: 

"  That  all  men,  when  they  form  a  social  com- 
'  pact,  are  equal  in  rights," 

In  the  second  section  of  the  sixth  article  of  that 
constitution  it  is  said:  "Every  white  male  citizen 
'  of  the  United  States,  &c.,  shall  be  an  elector." 

This  constitution  was  formed  on  the  15th  of 
September,  1818.  The  ffood  people  of  that  State 
called  the  convention  which  formed  that  constitu- 
tion, for  the  express  purpose  of  making  it  Republi- 
can.   Nor  willany  one  doubt  but  that  the  citizens 

(1)  Laws  of  MuMchusetts,  vol  1,  pp.  3S3-4. 


of  Connecticut  and  their  constitution  are  Repub- 
lican. But  how  can  the  constitution  be  Republi- 
can, if  their  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  are  citizens, 
and  not  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties of  citizens  in  the  several  States?  All  men 
cannot  be  equal  in  rights,  and  be  deprived  of  all 
these  rights,  or  any  of  them,  and  still  be  called 
equal,  without  a  gross  violation  of  the  rights  it 
declares  to  be  sacred.  Such  absurdities  cannot  be 
ascribed  to  the  wise  men  of  Connecticut,  who  so 
recently  formed  this  conslitutioo.  And  they  mu.st 
be  ascribed  to  them,  if  the  free  negroes  and  mulat- 
toes are  citizens,  and  deprived  of  the  elective  fran- 
chise. We  have  been  taught  to  consider  it  the 
highest  privilege  of  a  freeman.  Some  extracts 
from  the  laws  of  that  cautious  and  prudent  people 
will  throw  much  light  on  the  question  of  State 
sovereignty,  and  the  powers  of  a  State  to  prohibit 
the  ingress  of  persons  from  other  States.  By  a  law 
of  the  State,  published  in  1792,  and  which  was 
since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted State**,  they  have  carried  their  powers  much 
further  than  those  assumed  by  Missouri  for  exclud- 
ing the  free  negroes  and  mulattoes.  He  would 
read  the  extracts,  which  he  had  taken  from  their 
statute  books.     The  first  was  in  these  words : 

(l)"That  when  an  inhabitant  of  any  of  the 
'United  States  (this  State  excepted)  shall  come 
'  to  reside  in  any  town  in  this  State,  the  civil  au- 
'  thority,  or  major  part  of  them  are  authorized, 
'  upon  the  application  of  the  selectmen,  if  they 
'  judge  proper,  by  warrant  under  their  hands,  di- 
'  rected  to  either  of  the  constables  of  said  town,  to 
'  order  said  persons  to  be  conveyed  to  the  State 
'  from  whence  he  or  she  came,"  &c. 

Another  part  of  the  same  law,  in  further  execu- 
tion of  the  foregoing  principle,  says: 

(2)  "The  selectmen  ot  the  town  are  author- 
'  ized  to  warn  any  person,  not  an  inhabitant  of 
'  this  State,  to  depart  such  town,  and  the  person  so 
'  warned,  if  he  does  not  depart,  shall  forfeit  and 
'  pay  to  the  treasurer  of  such  town  one  dollar  and 
'  sixty-seven  cents  per  week.  If  such  person  re- 
'  fuse.s  to  depart,  or  pay  his  fine,  such  person  shall 
'  be  whipped  on  the  naked  body,  not  exceeding  ten 
'  stripes,  unless  such  person  departs  in  ten  days." 

"If  any  such  person  returns,  after  warning,  he 
'  is  to  be  whipped  again,  and  sent  away  again,  and 
'  as  often  as  tnere  is  occasion." 

No  argument  can  be  drawn  from  the  facts  that 
Missouri  makes  Constitutional  provisions  to  de- 
prive a  citizen  of  his  right  of  residence,  and  that 
of  Connecticut  is  only  by  law.  There  is  no  man 
of  sense  and  honesty,  too,  who  will  venture  to  say 
a  State  may  prohibit  by  a  law  those  whom  the 
Constitution  protects.  It  would  be  nugatory  to 
protect  a  rieht  by  the  Constitution,  if  you  can  de- 
stroy it  by  law.  The  constitution  of  a  State  is 
paramount  to  all  other  of  it*?  laws.  Then,  if  Con- 
necticut can  prohibit  the  citizens  of  other  States 
from  remaining  or  residing  in  that  State,  by  a  law, 
they  will  certainly  permit  Missouri  to  exclude 
free  negroes  and  mulattoes  by  their  constitution. 

( 1 )  L»WB  of  Connecticut,  page  240. 

(2)  Lawi  of  Connecticut,  page  241. 
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Nor  could  he  be  easily  brought  to  believe  that  a 
citizen  of  Connecticut  would  not  rather  be  entire- 
ly forbidden  to  reside  in  any  State  to  which  he 
might  remove,  than  to  be  whipped  out  of  it  after 
he  had  got  there.  Is  it  not  ab»urd,  to  a  demon- 
stration, for  the  people  of  a  State  to  say  the  con- 
stitution of  Missouri  is  not  republican,  because  it 
firovides  for  excluding  free  negroes  and  mulattoes 
rom  a  residence,  when  their  own  laws,  recently 
enacted,  exclude  all  the  citizens  of  all  the  rest  of 
the  Union  ?     South  Carolina,  some  years  ago,  i 

gassed  a  law  to  prohibit  slaves  from  the  Northern  ! 
tates,  when  they  were  selling  them  to  the  South-  i 
ern  people,  from  coming  into  that  State  ;  but  there  j 
was  an  exception  in  favor  of  the  servants  of  public  I 
functionaries   and   members  of  Congress.      The  i 
laws  of  Connecticut  do  not  exempt  the  members  I 
of  Congress  themselves,  much  less  their  servants. 
A  member  of  Congress,  going  from  the  Southern 
States  to  Connecticut,  would  not  conceive  him- 
self very  highly  honored  if  put  under  an  escort  of 
town  constables ;  nor  could  he  well  suppose  the 
honor  enhanced  by  being  whipped  on  the  naked 
body  if  he  should  happen  to  return  that  way.  I 

Another  law  of  that  State,  published  in  17%, 
concerning  free  negroes,  mulattoes,  and  negro, 
mulatto,  and  Indian  servants,  is  worth  notice.  One 
clause  says: 

"  Whatsoever  negro,  mulatto,  or  Indian  servant, 

*  shall  be  found  wandering  out  of  the  bounds  of 
'  the  town  or  place  to  which  they  belong,  without 
'  a  ticket,  or  pass,  in  writing,  to  be  taken  up,"  &c. 

By  another  clause  ihere  is  a  distinct  and  de- 
grading restraint  laid  upon  free  negroes.     It  says : 

"  No  free  negro  is  to  travel  without  a  pass  from 
'  the  selectmen  or  justices." 

So  careful  have  they  been  to  restrain  this  de- 
graded class  of  people,  in  the  same  law  it  is  pro- 
vided: 

"  That  every  free  person  shall  be  punished  by 

*  fine,  &c.,  for  buying  or  receiving  any  thing  from 

*  a  free  negro,  mulatto,  or  Indian  servant,"  &c. 

If  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  are  citizens,  why 
this  distinct  restraint  on  their  right  of  locomotion 
more  than  on  a  white  citizen?  If  citizens,  why 
restrained  from  travelling  without  a  pass  ?  Who 
is  authorized  by  the  Constitution  ot  the  United 
States  to  prescribe  the  terms  to  a  particular  class 
of  citizens,  by  what  means  they  shall  be  suffered 
to  pass  ?  And  who  shall  interdict  the  rest  of  the 
community  from  buying  or  receiving  from  a  parti- 
cular portion  of  citizens,  if  they  are  citizens  ? 

The  great  and  respectable  State  of  New  York 
would  afford  us  some  light  also  upon  this  subject. 
In  the  42d  article  of  the  constitution  of  that  State 
we  find  the  following  words : 

"  And  this  convention  doth  further,  in  the  name 

*  and  by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this 

♦  State,  ordain,  determine,  and  declare,  that  it  shall 
'  be  in  the  discretion  of  the  Legislature  to  natural- 
'  ize  all  such  persons,  and  in  such  manner,  as  they 
'  shall  think  proper." 

This  remains  a  prominent  part  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  New  York.  She  has  reserved  to  herself, 
or  to  her  Legislature,  the  sole  right  to  naturalize 
all  such  persons  as  they  shall  think  proper.    They, 


perhaps,  may  have  the  power  to  do  so ;  but  they 
ought  to  be  candid  enough,  at  least,  to  allow  Mis- 
souri to  naturalize  such  persons,  and  in  such  man- 
ner as  they  may  think  proper,  also.  Her  powers 
are  co-ordinate.  But,  so  far  is  the  Legislature  of 
New  York  from  this,  that  whilst  she  retains  the 
power  herself,  she  not  only  denies  it  to  the  State 
of  Missouri,  but  has  sent  her  resolutions  of  in- 
structions to  her  Senators,  which  now  lie  on  your 
table,  to  endeavor,  by  all  means,  to  disfranchise  her 
for  attempting  to  exercise  this  right  upon  free  ne- 
groes and  mulattoes  only.  With  what  grace  she 
can  do  so,  let  the  world  ludge.  Her  citizens,  too, 
are  declaring  in  their  bulletins  that,  for  this  de- 
fect in  the  Missouri  constitution,  she  ought  to  be 
rejected,  and  if  admitted  it  will,  of  itself,  be  a  com- 
plete dissolution  of  the  union  of  the  States. 

By  a  law  of  New  York,  passed  the  8th  of  April, 
1801,  they  have  shown,  m   the  most  emphatic 
words,  the  power  which  each  State  retains,  of  ex- 
cluding from  their  limits  all  and  every  person  who 
shall  come  therein.     Nor  are  their  means  for  im- 
posing this  power  the  least  energetic.    This  power 
I  they  have  not  limited  to  exclusion  of  free  negroes 
and  mulattoes  only,  as  Missouri  has  done,  but  they 
have  extended  it  to  every  class  of  citizens,  of  eve- 
ry age,  sex,  and  denomination.     He  would  read 
I  the  several  clauses.     The  first  is  in  these  words: 
I      (1)  "If  a  stranger  is  entertained  in  the  dwel- 
'  ling-house  or  out-house  of  any  citizen  for  fifteen 
'  days,  without  giving  notice  to  the  overseers  of 
'  the  poor,  he  shall  pay  a  fine  of  five  dollars." 

This  clause  goes  to  punish  any  hospitable  man 
who  shall  have  the  rashness  to  entertain  a  stranger. 
Whatever  may  be  the  custom  of  the  people  of  that 
,  State,  the  laws  deny  to  a  stranger  even  the  rights 
1  of  hospitality.  The  next  clause  comes  a  little  closer 
to  the  stranger.  He  would  read  it.  It  is  in  these 
words : 

(2)  "  If  such  person  continues  above  forty  days, 
'  the  justices  can  call  on  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 

' '  town  or  city,  and  the  person  may  be  sent  to  jail, 
'  &c.  And  the  justices  may  cause  such  stranger 
'  to  be  conveyed  from  constable  to  constable,  until 
'  transported  into  any  other  State,  if  from  thence 

'  he  came." 

This  stranger  may  be  a  man  of  the  purest  mor- 
ality, the  most  accomplished  manners,  extensive 
fortune,  or  most  finished  education ;  or  he  may  be 
an  object  for  the  exercise  of  charity ;  it  is  imma- 
terial which — he  is  put  into  the  hands  of  a  consta- 
ble, who  hands  him  to  his  brother  constable,  and  so 
he  goes  on,  until  they  hand  him  out  of  the  State 
of  New  York.  This  is  the  first  legal  entertain- 
ment which  a  gentleman  or  lady,  for  they  are  to 
be  entertained  pretty  much  alike,  are  subjected  to 
when  they  visit  the  State  of  New  York,  if  they 
remain  forty  days.  There  was  another  clause,  if 
they  made  a  second  visit,  which  entertains  them 
in  a  different  style.     It  is  in  the  following  words : 

(3)  "  If  such  person  returns,  the  justices,  if  they 
'  think  proper,  may  direct  him  to  be  whipped  by 


(1)  Laws  of  New  York,  vol.  1,  p-  568. 

(2)  Laws  of  New  York,  toI.  I,  p.  563. 

(3)  Lawa  of  New  York,  vol.  1,  pp.  568,  669. 
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*  every  constable  into  whose  hands  he  shall  come; 

*  to  be  whipped,  if  a  man  not  exceeding  thirty-nine 

*  lashes,  and  if  a  woman  not  exceeding  twenty-five 

*  lashes.     And  so  as  often  as  such  person  shall 

*  return." 

It  may  be  said,  this  law  was  only  intended  to 
fuard  against  transient  poor  from  other  States. 
The  rights  of  a  poor  man  are  and  ought  to  be  held, 
if  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  as  sacred  as 
the  rights  of  the  rich  man.    But  this  law  itself  has 
made  no  distinction.     The  constitution  authori- 
zes the  Legislature  to  naturalize  in  such  manner 
ms  they  shall  think  proper.     If  this  was  the  man- 
ner of  naturalizing,  and  no  other  appeared  yet  to 
have  been  adopted,  to  be  whipped  at  the  public 
whipping  post  by  every  town  constable  into  whose 
hand  he  should  come,  it  was  not  so  very  inviting 
to  foreigners ;  and  it  was  more  than  prooable  that 
but  few  would  like  the  certificate,  as  the  registry 
is  to  be  made,  on  the  back  of  the  man,  by  thirty- 
nine  lashes,  (Moses's  Law;)  of  the  woman,  by 
twenty-five  lashes.     It  has  been  remarked  by  en- 
lightened travellers,  that  the  attention  to  ladies  is 
in  proportion  to  the  civilization  and  refined  man- 
ners of  nations.     New  York  has  given  in  this  law 
a  proof  of  her  refinement  of   manners   by  Ouir 
marked  attention  to  ladies,  as  they  are  to  receive 
fourteen  lashes  less  than  the  gentlemen. 

However  romantic  this  may  all  appear,  it  is 
literally  true  that  such  a  law  is  not  only  to  be 
found  in  the  statute  books  of  New  York,  but  has 
been  enacted  twelve  years  since  the  adoption  of    this  gentleman  had 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stales,  is  now  in    tune  by  the  African 


full  force,  and 


is  constantly  practised 
which  they  can  drag  from  tne  State 
worthy  gentleman  or  lady  of  the  United  States, 
by  the  rude  hand  of  town  constables ;  and,  if  they 
snould  dare  to  return,  can  make  them  hug  the 
whippingpost.  Yet,  with  this  gigantic  stretch  of 
power  in  full  exercise  by  their  own  State,  the  peo- 
ple of  that  State  are  riding  foremost  in  the  cause 
of  the  wandering  vagabond  free  negroes  and  mu- 
lattoes  with  a  view  to  thrust  them  upon  others,  or 
with  some  other  more  unkind  view. 

If  this  concatenation  of  Constitutional  and  legal 
authorities,  beginning  with  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence itself,  and  running  through  the  Con- 
ilitiiiion  and  every  law  of  the  United  Slates,  wher- 
ever the  subject  could  occur,  or  be  acted  on,  as 
well  as  a  voluminous  concurrence  of  the  State  con- 
stitutions and  State  laws,  all  bearing  directly  on 
this  question,  without  a  solitary  case  to  be  found  to 
contravene  them,  when  combined  with  that  uni- 
versal sentiment  and  universal  rule  of  action  of 
the  whole  of  the  white  population  of  the  whole 
nation,  denying  positively  all  the  precious  and  val 
uable  privileges  of  citizenship  to  free  negroes  and 
mulattoes,  would  not  demonstrate  that  they  were 
not  citizens,  he  knew  no  human  proof  which  could 
comprehend  it. 

Mr.  S.MITH  said  he  should  offer  no  more  legal  or 
Constitutional  authorities.  What  he  had  offered 
were  wiihin  the  statute  books  and  constitutions 
of  the  several  States,  sent  here  by  authority  of 
those  States,  as  an  evidence  of  their  Slate  policy. 
Therefore,  those  authorities  could  not  be  question- 


ed. He  had  been  thus  tedious  that  he  might  give 
them  chapter  and  verse.  He  had  done  so,  because 
he  believed  the  policy  of  the  States  throughout  the 
Union,  on  this  subject,  had  heretofore  been  but 
little  known,  and  wnich,  he  thought,  on  this  occa- 
sion, ought  to  be  elicited.  More  time  would,  he 
had  no  doubt,  have  enabled  him  to  have  shown 
many  other  Slate  regulations  relating  to  the  same 

Eurpose.  Such  as  he  had  been  able  to  obtain  he 
ad  submitted,  in  the  humble  hope  that  they  would 
be  useful,  and  enable  other  gentlemen  to  improve. 
He  knew  he  had  consumed  much  time  already,  and 
more  than  he  wished  to  have  done ;  but  the  sub- 
iect  would  not  suffer  him  to  abridge  it,  for  which 
he  begged  pardon.  But  he  had  yet  a  little  bundle 
for  Rhode  Island,  which  some  gentlemen  might 
not  think  quite  applicable;  but,  as  he  had  hereto- 
fore spoken  of  the  facts  contained  in  it,  when  in 
debate  on  the  same  subject,  he  would  rely  upon 
the  favor  of  the  Senate  to  be  indulged. 

What  he  had  to  read  and  say  was  nothing  more 
than  paying  a  compliment  to  Rhode  Island.  That 
Stale  had  not  only  been  very  bitter  against  slave- 
holders generally,  but  had  been  particularly  so,  at 
the  last  session  oi  Congress, against  Missouri,  unless 
negro  slavery  should  be  restricted  there.  This  he 
believed,  however,  could  not  have  been  the  opin- 
ion or  temper  of  the  majority.  He  was  warranted 
in  this  opinion  by  the  late  election,  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  ihat  Slate,  of  a  Senator  to  Congress.  Mr. 
James  D'Wolf  was  the  successful  candidate,  and 

accumulated  an  immense  for- 
slave  trade.     In  the  year  of 


upon  ;  by  1804  the  ports  of  South  Carolina,  by  an  act  of  its 
the  most  Legislature,  under  the  permission  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  were  opened  for  the  im- 
portation of  Africans.  They  remained  open  four 
years.  During  that  time  there  were  two  hundred 
and  two  vessels  entered  the  port  of  Charleston, 
with  African  slaves.  Ten  of  these  vessels,  and 
their  African  cargoes,  belonged  to  Mr.  D'Wolf. 
[Here  Mr.  Burrill,  of  Rhode  Island,  called  Mr. 
Smith  to  order,  because  it  was  out  of  order  to 
mention  the  name  of  a  member,  and  because  he 
was  approaching  the  State  of  Rhode  Island.  The 
Presioent  of  the  Senate  decided  that  Mr.  Smith 
was  not  out  of  order,  as  Mr.  D'Wolf  was  not  a 
member  of  the  Senate,  and  Mr.  S.  proceeded.] 
Mr.  Smith  said  his  object  was  not  to  reproach  that 
respectable  State,  but  to  eulogize  it.  But,  sir.  said 
Mr.  S.,  look  into  your  archives,  and  you  will  find 
many  memorials  and  remonstrances  from  the  town 
meetings  of  the  people  of  that  State  last  year,  not 
only  against  slavery  in  Missouri,  but  aiming  at  its 
total  abolition  ;  and  reproaching  the  Slates  which 
tolerate  it.  See  the  resolutions  just  laid  on  your 
table  from  New  York,  to  influence  your  decision 
against  Missouri.  And  he  would  here  remark, 
that  when  a  bill  was  offered  by  a  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Root,)  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
claring that  slavery  did  not  exist  in  that  State,  it 
was  objected  to  by  the  gentleman  who  offered 
the  resolutions  for  rejecting  Missouri,  (Mr.  J.  C. 
Spbncer,)  because,  he  said,  it  did  not  apply.  Mr. 
S.  observed,  that  he  had  been  informed  that  that 
gentleman  was  the  owner  of  several  slaves  him- 
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self.  If  that  was  the  fact,  it  would  not  apply  very 
well  until  he  could  find  means  to  dispose  of  them. 
Then  no  doubt  the  thing  would  apply  very  hand- 
somely. We  are  reproached  for  our  dealing  in 
slaves  and  human  flesh,  whenever  gentlemen  chose 
to  indulge  themselves,  but  become  very  fastidious 
when  you  mention  facts  that  apply  to  their  side 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  D'Wolf,  he  said,  was  trading  under  the 
authority  of  the  laws  of  this  Government,  and  it 
could  be  no  reproach.  He  would  say  nothing 
about  the  African  trade  which  he  had  been  en- 
gaged in  since  it  was  prohibited  by  law,  because 
that  would  very  deservedly  subject  him  to  a  crim- 
inal prosecution. 

This  subject  had  been  forgotten  in  Carolina.  It 
was  supposed  to  be  at  an  end.     However,  hearing 
late  in  the  Summer  that  the  storm  was  gathering 
to  the  north,  and  that  the  admission  of  Missouri 
into  the  Union  would  be  opposed  on  account  of 
slavery,  or  something  springing  from  that  source, 
he  wrote  to  a  friend  in  Charleston,  to  apply  to  the 
custom-house  officer  for  a  full  statement  otall  the 
ships  engaged  in  that  trade  during  the  four  years, 
together  with  their  owners,  consignees,  their  places 
of  residence,  country,  nation  to  which  they  be- 
longed, &c.,  that  he  might  be  able  to  show  the 
public  who  were  engaged  in  it.     In  answer  to  his 
request,  he  had  received  from  the  custom-house 
books,  from  the  hand  of  the  collector,  the  follow- 
ing authentic  documents.     He  would  present  to 
the  Senate,  in  the  first  place,  the  documents  which 
contained  the  years  ot  arrival,  the  names  of  the 
vessels,  the  place  to  which  the  vessel  belonged,  the 
names  of  the  proprietors,  the  names  of  the  consign- 
ees, their  country,  and  to  where  they  belonged. 

lExplanation—B.  British,  F.  French,  R.  I.,  R.  Island.] 
Vessels'  names.  Froprietora — of  what  country. 


E«gle,  R.  I. 
Neptune,  do. 
Fanny,  B. 
Thomas,  Charleston 
Nile,  do. 

Recourse,  B. 
Isabella,     B. 


Gardner  &,  Phillipa.  R.  i 
E.  Cook,  do. 

Turner  &  Price,  G.  B. 
do.  do. 

Wm.  Boyd,  do. 

Gibson  &,  Broadfoot,  do. 
I.  8.  Alien,  do. 

do. 


Armed  Neutrality,  Chas'n  Napier  &,  Smith, 
Susana,  do.       J.  Duncan,  do. 


Love  and  Unity,  B. 
Jack  Park,  B. 
Manning,  B. 
Juliet,  K.  I. 
Margaret,  B. 
Louisa,  R.  I. 
Ariel,  B. 
Eslor,  B. 
Margaret,  B. 
Hiram,  R.  I. 
Louisiana,  B. 
Maria,  B. 
Hambleton,  B. 
Rambler,  R.  I. 
William,  B. 


1804. 


Aurora,  Charleston.  A. 
Ann,  British 
Easter,  do. 
Brilliant,  do. 

Armed  Neutrality,  Chas'n 
Argo,  R.  I. 
Thomas,  B. 
Horizon,  Charleston 
Harriot,  F. 
Eliza,  R.  I. 

Alexander,  Charleston 
Francis,  do. 

Christopher,  B. 
FaTorile,  R.  I. 
M'Lespine,  B. 
Susanna,  Charleston 
Active,  B. 
Hamilton,  B. 
Ruby,  Charleston 
Mary,  Norfolk 


S.  E.  Turner,  New  Eng'd 
W.  M'Cleod,  Scotland 
W.  Boyd,  do. 

Bixby,  Rhode  Island. 
Napier,  Smith  &.  Co.  G.  B. 
James  Miller,  Ireland 
Janus  &  Price,  G.  B. 
A.  &  J.  M'Clure,  do. 
James  Broadfoot,  do. 
James  Miller,  do. 
W.  Broadfoot.  do. 
J.  Potter,  do. 

Wm.  Boyd.  do. 

James  Millar,         do. 
Gibson  &  Broadfoot,  do. 
S.E.Turner,  New  Eng. 
I.  Campbell,  G.  Britain 
W.  Boyd,  do. 

do  do. 

J.  Broadfoot,        do. 


Perseverance,  B. 
Kitty,  Charleston 
Lupin,  B. 
Mary  Huntley,  B. 
Gov.  Wentworth,  B. 
Experiment,  B. 


1805. 

Turner  dc  Price,  do. 
G.  Parker,  Charleston 
Bixby,  Rhode  Island 
Wm.  Boyd,  Great  BriUin 
Turner  &  Price,       do. 
W.  Boyd,  do. 


8.  Adams,  R.  I. 
John  Price,  Great  Britain 
Tunno  &.  Cox,       do. 
Phillips  &,  Gardner,  R.  I. 
W.  Boyd,  Great  Britain 
Phillips  &,  Gardner,  R.  I. 
W.  Boyd,  Great  Britain 
do.  do. 

do.  do. 

Phillips  6l  Gardner,  R.  L 
Eddy,  R.  I. 
Cooper,  Great  Britain 
"Wm.  Boyd,        do. 
E.  Sayer,  Rhode  Island 
Turner  &  Price,  G.  B. 
1806. 


Ariel,  B. 
,  Mary,  B. 
I  Dapbna,  Charleston 

Carie,  B. 

America,  B. 

Davis,  Charleston 

Lydia,         do. 

Dudton,  B. 

Amazon,  B. 

Fair  American,  Chariest. 

Miller,  do. 

Edward  dc  Edmund  do. 

Factor,  Rhode  Island 

Louisa,  do. 

Commerce,    do. 

Gustavus,  Swede 

Neptune,  R.  I. 

Robert,  B. 

Polly,  Rhode  Island 

Hiram,         do. 

Samuel,  B. 

Love  and  Unity,  B. 

Three  Sisters,  R.  I. 

Hector,  B. 

Ruby,  Charleston 

Farmer,     do. 

Maria,  R.  I. 

Ceres,  B. 

Independence,  Baltimore 

Hibernia,  B. 

Alert,  B. 

Agent,  R.  I. 

Mary,  Charleston 

Three  Friends,  B. 

Fair  Eliza,  R.  I. 

Fox,  Charleston 

Kitty,       do. 

Hope,  R.  I. 

Hope,  Charieston 

Nantasket,  do. 

John  WaUon,  B. 

Governor  Dodsworth,  B. 

Mary  Ann,  B. 

Diana,  B.  '*' 


W.  Boyd,  Great  BriUin 
Gibson  &,  Broadfoot,  do. 
W.  Boyd,  do. 

Tunno  6l  Cox,  do. 

James  Broadfoot,  do. 
John  Davidson,  do. 

Everingham,  N.  Jersey 
Gibson  &  Broadfoot,  G.  B. 
Tunno  6c  Cox,  do. 

J.  8.  Adam,  R.  L 
J.  Queen,  Ireland 
Cooper,  Great  Britain 
Sherman,  K.  I. 
Phillips  &  Gardner,  R.  I. 
Sesson,  do. 

Spencer  Man,  CbarlestOD 
C.  Cook,  R.  l. 
Gibson  dc  Broadfoot,  G.  B. 
Benson,  R.  I. 
Phillips  &,  Gardner,  R.  I. 
Gilchrist,  New  Jersey 
J.  8.  Adams,  R.  I. 
W.  Cbamplain,  do. 
John  Watson,  G.  Britain 
W.  Boyd,  do. 

John  Carr,  do. 

Phillips  6l  Gardner,  R.  I. 
Gibson  dc  Broadfoot,  G.  B. 
Churchill,  R.  I. 
Pratt,  Great  Britain^ 
Wm.  Boyd,  do, 
Eddy,  R.  I. 

W.  Boyd,  Great  Britain 
J.  Calligan.        do. 
J.  Metter,  do. 

J.  8.  Adams,  R.  I. 
G.  Parker,  Charleston 
W.  Lyon,  R.  L 
Wm.  McCormic,  Ireland 
Boohorod,  Great  Britain 
Tuono  &  Price,  do. 
W.  Boyd,  do. 

J.  Kennedy,  do. 

P.  Mooney,  do. 
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DaTcnport,  B. 
Corydon,  B. 
Kate,  B. 

Mercury,  Charleston 
Union  B. 
Washington,  R.  I. 
Louisa,  R.  I. 
Nicholson,  B. 
Edw'd^c  £dmund,CharrD 
Mercury,  B. 
Little  Ann,  R.  I. 
Margaret,  B. 


J.  Everingham,  N.  Jersey 
W.  Boyd.  Great  BriUin 
Watson  &  Co.     do. 
W.  Kelly,  do. 

W.  Boyd,  do. 

D.  MciCelvey,      do. 
Phillips  6c.  Gardner,  R.  I. 
W.  C.  Tarmed,  G.  Britain 
J.  Calligan,  do. 

J.  Watson  dc  Co.  do. 
Christian,  Charleston 
T.  Rowlinson,  G.  Britain 


1807. 


Katy,  Charleston 
James,  B. 
Eliza,  Charleston 
Cleopatra,  do. 
Union,  R.  L 
Tartar,  B. 
Maria,  B. 
James,  Baltimore 
Mary,  B. 
Aspinal,  B. 
James,  R.  I. 
Norfolk,  Charleston 
Fourth  of  July,  B. 
Dttdder,  B. 
Habit,  F. 
Agent,  R.  L 
Eliza,  Charleston 
Ann,  B. 

Ellis,  B. 

Andromache,  R.  I. 

Got.  Clairborn,  R.  I. 

Hiram,  R.  I. 

Semiramis,  R.  I.        • 

Neptune,  R.  I. 

Nancy,  R.  I. 

Minerra,  Charleston 

Columbia,  R.  I. 

Factor,  R.  I. 

Lavinia,  R.  L 

Leander,  Charleston 

Daphney,         do. 

Vulture,  R.  I. 

Africa,  B. 

Three  Friends,  B. 

Eliza,  R.  I. 

Lark,  R.  I. 

Alfred,  R.I. 

Louisa,  Charleston 

Hiram,  R.  I. 

Concord,  do. 

Friendship,  do. 

Flora,  do. 

Ann  and  Harriot,  do. 

Monticello,  do. 

Amazon,  B. 

Baltimore,  R.  L  ^     ' 

Juliet,  do.    ^    ' 

Miriam,  B.  '     * 

Heron,  Connecticut 

Ruby,  Charleston 

Three  Sisters,  R.  L 

Betsey  and  Sally,  do. 

Armed  Neutrality,Charl 

Anna,  do. 

John,  B,  .<      do. 

Nantasket,  do. 


T.  Cassin,  Great  Briuin 
A.  Holmes,         do. 
Christian  &  D'Wolf,  R.  I. 
W.  Boyd,  Great  Britain 
Phillips  &.  Gardner,  R.  I. 
J.  Hambleton,  G.  Britain 
J.  Cooper,  do. 

N.  Ingraham,  Mass. 
J.  8.  Adams,  R.  I. 
Hamilton  6c  Co.,  G.  Brit'n 
C.  Christian,  Charleston 
Cushman,  Ireland 
G.  Parker,  Charleston 
Gibson  6l  Broadfoot,  G.  B. 
Delan  6l  Co.,  France 
T.  Eddy,  R.  I. 
T.  Ogin,  Great  Britain 
Tunno  &  Cox,  do. 
James  dc  Price,  do. 
Drown,  R.  I. 
T.  Depau,  France 
Phillips  6c  Gardner,  R.  I. 

do.  do. 

C.  Cook,  do. 

Phillips  6c  Gardner,  do. 
T.  Depau,  France 
Phillips  &  Gardner,  R.  I. 
C.  Cook,  do. 

Christian  &  D'Wolf,  do. 
T.  Vincent,  do. 
W.  Broadfoot,  G.  Britain 
ChrisUandc  D'Wolf,  R.  I. 
W.  Boyd.  Great  Britain 
J.  Calligan,         do. 
J.  Christian  AD' Wolf,  R.  I. 
W.  Bradford,  do. 

Phillips  6c  Gardner,  do. 
J.  Duncan,  Great  Britain 
Norris,  R.  I. 

Christian  &  D'Wolf,  R.  I. 
Phillips  6c  Gardner,  do. 
D'Wolf,  do. 

Phillips  &  Gardner,  do. 
D'Wolf,  do. 

Bennet,  Great  Britain 
Church,  R.  I. 
Phillips  6c  Gardner,  do. 
Depau,  France 
C.  Filzimons,  Ireland 
W.  Boyd,  Great  BriUin 
D'Wolf,  R.  I. 
do.  do. 

'n  Boyd,  Britain 
Depau,  France 
Tunno  6c  Price,  Britain 
Boiuroyd,  do. 


George  Clinton,  Britain 
Eagle,  R.  I. 
Port  Mary,  Charieston 
Eliza,  do. 

Mary,  R.  I. 
Eagle,  R.  I. 
Actor,  Charleston 
Hanna  Bartlet,  do. 
Mary,  do. 


Delai  6c  Clement,  Franc* 
D'Wolf,  R.  L 
W.  Boyd,  Briuin 
Christy,  Charleston 
Phillips  6c  Gardner,  R.  L 
do.  do. 

P.  Kennedy,  Ireland 
Phillips  6c  Gardner,  R.  I. 
J.  Eglistin,  R.  L 


Edward  and  Edmund,  do.  Hilton,        do. 


Charleston,  do. 
Experience,  Boston 
Rambler,  R.  I. 
Eliza,  B. 

Cleopatra,  Charleston 
Hope,  R.  I. 
Charlotte,  do. 
Albert,  Charleston, 
Commerce,  R.  I. 
Hope,  Charleston 
Wealthy  Ann,  do. 

Columbia,  R.  I. 
Agenora,  R.  I. 
Mercury,  B. 
Venus,  Charleston 
Agent,         do. 
General  Claiborne,  do. 
James,  R.  I. 
Resolution,  Charleston 
William  and  Mary,  do. 
Caroline,  F. 
Polly,  Charieston 
Jupiter,  Norfolk 
Heart  of  Oak,  Baltimore 
Honzon,  B. 
Mary  Ann,  Charleston 
Mary  Ann,   Baltimore 
Rio,  Charleston 
8ally,  B. 


Bailey  6c  Wailer,  Britain 
Fisher,  R.  I. 

Phillips  6c  Gardner,  R.  I. 
J.  B.  Cotton,  do. 

W.  Hoyd,  Britain 
D'Wolf  R.L 
do.         do. 
W.  Timmon,  8.  Carohna 
W.  Lyon.  R.  I. 
N.  Ingram,  Massachusetts 
D'Wolf,  R.  I. 

Phillips  6c  Gardner,  do. 
D'Wolf.  do. 
.M.  Kelly,  Ireland 
Preble,  R.  I. 
Depau,  French 

do.         do. 
D'Wolf,  R.  I. 
J.  8.  Adams.  Britain 
H.  Kerr,  do. 

SynagaJ,  French 
J.  8toney,  Charleston 
J.  Willick,  Briuin 
J.  8.  Adams,  R.  I. 
do.  do. 

8.  Miller,        do. 
Dallas 

O'Harra,  Charleston 
C.  Graves,      do. 


[Dates  in  the  above  statement  are  omitted.] 

Mr.  Smith  then  read  the  recapitulation  in  the 
following  words  and  figures  : 

RECAPITULATION 

Of  the  African  trade,  and  by  what  nation  supported, 
from  Jatitmry  1,  1804,  to  December  31,  1807. 
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This  paper,  sir,  contains  the  whole  number  of 
slaves  imported,  and  the  particular  number  im- 
ported by  each  foreign  nation,  and  each  of  the 
United  Slate?.  It  is  in  the  following  words  and 
figures  : 


December,  1820. 


Restriction  of  Slavery. 


Senate. 


Siaves  imported  at  Charleston,  from  the  1st  January, 
1804,  to  3U/  December,  1807,  and  by  what  nation. 


British 
French 


19,949 
1,078 


21,027 


In  American  Vessels. 

Charieston,  South  Carolina       -        -  7,723 
Of  this  number  there  were,  belonging 

to  foreigners           ....  5,717 — 5,717 
Leaving,  imported  by  merchants  and 

planters  of  Charleston  and  vicinity  i,006 

Bristol,  Rhode  Island  3,914  S 

Newport,        do.                        3,488  S  7,958 

Providence,    do.  556  ) 

Baltimore ^^ 

Savannah          -        -        -        -        -  3^ 

Norfolk 287 

Warren    ......  280 

Hartford            .....  250 

Boston 200 

Philadelphia 200 

New  Orieans 100 

26,744 


relief  of  Robert   Purdy;  and  the  consideratiott 
thereof  was  postponed  to  Monday  next 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  the  late 
campaign  against  the  Seminole  Indians ;  and  the 
consideration  thereof  was  further  postponed  to 
Monday  next. 

RESTRICTION  OF  SLAVERY. 

Mr.  TicHENOR  communicated  the  following 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont; which  were  read: 

State  o?  VxmxoirT, 
In  General  Assembly,  JVov.  15,  1820. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of 
his  Excellency's  speech  as  relates  to  the  admission  of 
the  Territory  of  Missouri  into  the  Union  as  a  SUte, 
ijubmit  the  following  report: 

The  history  of  nations  demonstrates  that  involun* 
tary  servitude  not  only  plunges  the  slave  into  the 
depths  of  misery,  but  renders  a  great  proportion  of 
community  dependent  and  wretched,  and  the  remain- 
der tyrannic  and  indolent. 

Opulence,  acquired  by  the  slavery  of  others,  degen- 
erates its  possessors,  and  destroys  the  physical  powers 
of  government.  Principles  so  degrading  are  incon- 
sistent with  the  primitive  dignity  of  man,  and  his 
natural  rights. 

Slavery  is  incompatible  with  the  vital  principles  of 

I  all   free    governmentg,    and  tends  to  their  ruin.     It 

1  paralyzes  industry,   the    greatest   source  of  national 

wealth,  stifles  the  love  of  freedom,  and  endangers  the 

safety  of  the  nation. 

It  is  prohibited  by  the   laws  of  nature,  which  are 

;>,  w>v.vi   vv»   •^"^  >  equally  binding  on  governmenU  and  individuals.    The 

Carolinians,  only   in  a  small   part.     They  were  '  j^ght  to  introduce  and  establish  slavery  in  a  free  gov- 


39,075 


Here,  sir,  ends  the  black  catalogue.  It  would 
show  to  the  Senate,  that  those  people  who  most 
deprecate  the  evils  of  slavery  and  traffic  in  human 
flesh,  when  a  profitable  market  can  be  found,  can 
«.ell  human  flesh  with  as  easy  a  conscience  as  they 
sell  other  articles.  The  whole  number  imported 
by  the  merchants  and  planters  of  Charleston  and 
its  vicinity  were  only  two  thousand  and  six.  Nor 
were  the  slaves  imported  by  the  foreigners,  and 
other  American  vessels  and  owners,  sold  to  the 


sold  to  the  people  of  the  Western  States ;  Georgia, 
New  Orleans,  and  a  considerable  quantity  were 
sent  to  the  West  Indies,  especially  when  the  mar- 
ket became  dull  in  Carolina. 

When  -Mr.  Smith   had  concluded,  on  motion, 
the  House  adjourned. 


Saturday,  December  9. 
Mr.  Thomas  presented  a  memorial,  signed  by 


ernment  does  not  exist. 

The  Declaration  of  Independence  declares,  as  self- 
evident  truths,  "that  all  men  are  created  equal;  that 
they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  inalien. 
able  rights ;  that  among  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the 
pursuit  of  happiness ;  that,  to  secure  these  rights,  gov- 
ernments are  instituted  among  men,  deriving  their  jutt 
powers  from  the  governed ;  that  whenever  any  form  of 
government  becomes  destructive  of  these  ends,  it  is 
the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or  abolish  it." 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  of  the 
several  States,  have  recognised  these  principles  as  the 


a  number  of  individuals  concerned  directly  or  in 

directly  as  purchasers  of  public  lands,  prior  to  the    ,    -  .  v,  "         ju      *        •  .       k  k. 

law  ''mak.n^  further  provision  for  the  sale  of  the  l  basis  of  their  Governments,  and  have  expressly  inhib- 
public  lands^'   stating  that  said  law  operates  m- 1  ited  the  introducuon  or  extension  of  slavery,  or  imph- 

furiously  on  them,  and  P-Y-g  ^^Ld^maYe  ^  '•  'f  ht^^r^'of'co'i^jjess  to  require  the  prohibition 
permitted  to  apply  the  payments  »»  f^^y  ma^e  to        ^^^^^po  _^  ^^^  ^^J^^^.^^  jp^  g^,^^  J^^e  admit. 

such  portions  of  their  entries  as  ^"C^^  P^y^^^fJ^  t  ted  as  one  of  the  United  States,  is  confirmed  by  the 
will  cover  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  that  ine  :  ^j^^j^j^j^  ^f  ^^w  States  according  to  the  ordinance  of 
residue  may  revert  to  the  United  States;  ana  ine  ,  ^^^^^  ^^j  ^^^  ^  ConstituUonal  "guarantee  to  every 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  g^^^^  j^  ^j^^  ^.^j^,^  ^f  ^  republican  form  of  govern- 
on  Public  Lands.  1  ment."     This  power  in  Congress  is  also  admitted  in 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Morgan  Brown  was  ,  ^^^  ^^^  ^f  ^^^^jj  q  jgjo,  which  declares  that,  in  all 
read  the  second  time.  that  territory  ceded  under  the  name  of  Louisiana, 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of  ;  ^hich  lies  north  of  thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minute* 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act  entitled  j  north  latitude,  "  slavery  and  involunury  servitude 
*Aa  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  ';  shall  be  forever  prohibited." 

of  Henry  Willis;' "  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  King,        Where  slavery  existed  in  ihe  States,  at  the  time  of 
of  Alabama   it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.         ,  the  adopUon  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 

The  Senate  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of  the  I  a  spirit  of  compromise,  or  painful  necesaity,  may  have 
Whole,  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  !  excused  its  continuance ;  but  can  never  justify  its  m- 
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troduction  into  a  State  to  be  admitted  from  the  Terri- 
tories of  the  United  States. 

Though  slavery  is  not  expressly  prohibited  by  the 
Constitution,  yet  that  invaluable  instrument  contains 
powers,  first  principles,  and  self-evident  truths,  which 
bring  us  to  the  same  result,  and  lead  us  to  Liberty  and 
Justice,  and  the  equal  rights  of  man,  from  which  we 
ought  never  to  depart.  "  In  it  is  clearly  seen  a  deep 
and  humiliating  sense  of  slavery,"  and  a  cheering  hope 
that  it  would,  at  some  future  period,  be  abolished — and 
even  a  determination  to  Jo  it. 

It  is  apparent  that  servitude  produces,  in  the  slave- 
holding  States,  peculiar  feelings,  local  attachments, 
and  separate  interests  ;  and,  should  it  be  extended  into 
new  States,  "it  will  have  a  tendency  to  form  a  combi- 
nation of  power  which  will  control  the  measures  of  the 
General  Government,"  and  which  cannot  be  resisted, 
except  by  the  physical  force  of  the  nation. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  adopted  the  Con- 
stitution "  to  form  a  more  perfect  union  of  the  several 
States,  to  establish  justice,  to  secure  domestic  tran- 
quillity, provide  for  the  common  defence,  promote  the 
general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  ;" 
and  have  thereby  blended,  and  inseparably  connected 
the  interests,  the  safety,  and  welfare,  of  every  State  in 
the  Union.  We,  therefore,  become  deeply  concerned 
in  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  constitution  of 
any  new  State  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union.  What- 
ever powers  are  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  great 
objects  of  the  Union  are  implied  in  the  Constitution, 
and  vested  in  the  several  departments  of  the  General 
Government. 

The  act  of  the  United  States  authorizing  a  provi- 
sional admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union  as  a  State, 
does  not  pledge  the  faith  of  the  Government  to  admit 
whatever  may  be  its  constitution  or  system  of  State 
government;  for  that  constitution,  by  the  act,  must  be 
republican,  and  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States. 

From  information,  it  is  to  be  seriously  apprehended 
that  Missouri  will  present  to  Congress,  for  their  appro- 
bation, a  constitution  which  declares,  that  "  the  General 
Assembly  shall  have  no  power  to  pass  laws — first,  for 
the  emancipation  of  slaves,  without  tbe  consent  of  vfieir 
owners,  or  without  paying  them,  before  emanciofction, 
a  full  equivalent  for  such  slaves  so  emancipated  ;" 
and,  "secondly,"  to  prevent  emigrants  from  bringing 
slaves  into  said  State,  so  long  as  slavery  is  legalized 
therein. 

It  is  also  made  tbe  imperious  duty  of  its  Legislature 
to  pass  laws,  as  soon  as  may  be,  "  to  prevent  free  ne- 
groes and  mulattoes  from  coming  to,  and  settling  in. 
that  State,  under  any  pretence  whatever." 

These  powers,  restrictions,  and  provisions,  to  legal- 
ize and  perpetuate  slavery,  and  to  prevent  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  on  account  of  their  origin,  color,  or 
features,  from  emigrating  to  Missouri,  are  repugnant 
lo  a  repubhcan  government,  and  in  direct  violation  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

If  Missouri  be  permitted  to  introduce  and  legalize 
slavery  by  her  constitution,  and  we  consent  to  her  ad- 
mission,  we  shall  justly  incur  the  charge  of  insincerity 
in  our  civil  institutions,  and  in  all  our  professions  of 
attachment  to  liberty.  It  will  bring  upon  the  Consti- 
tution and  Declaration  of  Independence  a  deep  stain, 
which  cannot  be  forgoUen  or  blotted  out.  "  It  will 
deeply  affect  the  Union  in  its  resources,  political  inter- 
ests, and  character." 

The  admission  of  another  new  State  into  the  Union 


with  a  constitution  which  gaaranties  secaritT  and  pro- 
tection to  slavery,  and  the  cruel  and  unnatural  traffic 
of  any  portion  of  the  human  race,  will  be  an  error 
which  the  Union  cannot  correct,  and  an  evil  which  may 
endanger  tbe  freedom  of  the  nation. 

Congress  never  ought,  and  we  trust  never  will, 
plant  the  standard  of  the  Union  in  Missouri,  to  wave 
over  the  heads  of  involuntary  slaves,  "  who  have  noth- 
ing  they  can  call  their  own,  except  their  sorrows  and 
their  sufferings,"  and  a  life  beyond  the  grave,  and 
who  can  never  taste  the  sweets  of  liberty,  unless  thej 
obtain  it  by  force  or  by  flight.  Nor  can  a  community 
made  up  of  masters  and  slaves  ever  enjoy  the  blessings 
of  liberty,  and  the  benefits  of  a  free  government;  these 
enjoyments  are  reserved  for  a  community  of  freemen, 
who  are  subject  to  none,  but  to  God  snd  the  laws. 

The  committee,  therefore,  submit  for  the  consider- 
ation of  the  General  Assembly  the  following  resolu- 
tions, viz : 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Legislature, 
slavery,  or  involuntary  servitude,  in  any  of  the  United 
States,  is  a  moral  and  political  evil,  and  that  its  con- 
tinuance can  be  justified  by  necessity  alone. 

That  Congress  has  a  right  to  inhibit  any  further  in- 
troduction or  extension  of  slavery,  as  one  of  the  con- 
ditions upon  which  any  new  State  shall  be  sdmitted 
into  the  Union. 

lUsolved,  That  this  Legislature  views  with  regret 
and  alarm  the  attempt  of  the  inhabitants  of  Misi'ouri 
to  obtain  admission  into  the  Union,  as  one  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  under  a  constitution  which  legalizes  and 
secures  the  introduction  and  continuance  of  slavery ; 
and  also  contains  provisions  to  prevent  freemen  of  the 
United  States  from  emigrating  to  and  settling  in  Mis- 
souri, on  account  of  their  origin,  color,  and  features. 
And  thst,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Legislsture,  these 
principles,  powers,  and  restrictions,  containt-d  in  the 
reputed  constitution  of  Missouri,  are  anti-republican, 
and  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  subversive  of  the  inalienable  rights  of 
man. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senators  from  this  State,  in  the 
Congress  o{  the  United  vjtstes,  be  instructed,  and  the 
Representatives  requested,  to  exert  their  influence  and 
use  all  legal  means  to  prevent  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri, as  a  State,  into  the  Union  of  the  United  States, 
with  those  anti-republican  features  and  powers  in 
their  constitution. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  requested 
to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  report  and  resolu- 
tions to  each  of  the  Senators  and  Representatives  from 
this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

ADMISSION  OF  MISSOURI. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  the 
admission  of  the  State  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  H0LME8,  of  Maine,  add^es^>ed  the  Chair  as 
follows : 

Mr.  President,  it  is  not  ray  intention  to  trouble 
the  Senate  with  any  remarks  on  that  part  o{  the 
constitution  of  Missouri  which  recognises  tbe  right 
to  hold  slaves.  The  act  of  the  last  session  has 
settled  that  question ;  and,  in  spite  of  the  reason- 
ing in  the  Vermont  memorial  just  read,  and  the 
authority  from  whence  it  emanates,  I  feel  bound 
by  a  solemn  compact  to  admit  Missouri,  unless  it 
is  manifest  that  her  constitution  is  repugnant  to 


that  of  the  United  States.    The  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Rhode  Island  (Mr.  Bdrrill)  who  op- 
posed this  resolution,  gives  up  the  ground  of  re- 
striction ;  and    I  understand  that  he,   and    other 
gentlemen  who  think  with  him  on  that  subject, 
would  consent  to  the  admission  of  Missouri,  if  her 
constitution  does  not  contravene  any  provision  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  nor  the  act 
of  last  ses.«ion  which  authorizes   her  admission. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  did, 
to  be  sure,  sugge^t  some  objections  not  strictly 
consistent  with  this  admission,  on  which  he  did 
not  seem  to  place  much  reliance,  and  which  pro- 
bably  were  not,  in   his  mind,  insuperable.      He 
thinks  it  was  improper,  and  somewhat  indecorous, 
that  the  act  was  not  incorporated  in  the  coiistitu- 
tion,  or  at  least  referred   to  by  the  convention  as 
the  ground   of   their   proceedings.     But,  if  they 
have  complied  with  the  provisions  and  conditions 
of  the  act,  it  is  equally  binding  as  if  they  had  re- 
cited the  whole,  and  the  constitution  itself  is  more 
concise,  explicit,  and  intelligible. 

Another  objection  is,  that  the  constitution  of 
Missouri  allows  emigration  from  the  State,  but 
prohibits  free  blacks  and  mulattoes  from  coming 
in  and  settling.  This  is  charged  upon  Missouri 
as  an  inconsistency.  But  surely  there  can  be 
nothing  inconsistent  in  this.  The  people  are  form- 
ing a  compact,  and  one  of  its  provisions  is,  that 
those  members  of  the  State  who  shall  become  dis- 
satisfied may  abandon  it.   "Go,"  they  say,  "when 

*  you  please,  and  where  you  can.    We  give  you  no 

*  warrant  to  break  open  the  doors  of  our  neigh- 
'  bors  and  force  them  to  receive  you  against  their 
'  consent.     We  allow  no  such  liberties  to  be  taken 

*  with  us."  This  is  the  substance  of  the  provi- 
sion.   It  surely  is  neither  inconsistent  nor  illiberal. 

Passing  by  these  objections,  which  were  not 
urged  with  much  confidence  or  zeal,  I  come  to 
that  which  is  principally  relied  on.  Free  negroes 
and  mulattoes  are  to  be  prohibited  by  law  from 
coming  to  and  settling  in  the  State  ;  and  this,  it 
is  contended,  contravenes  that  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  which  provides  that 
"  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all 

grivile<yes  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several 
itates."^'  ^  ,     ^ 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island 
contends  that  this  prohibition  would  exclude  them 
from  entering  the  State,  even  without  an  intent 
to  settle.  This  construction  makes  the  clause 
consbt  of  two  distinct  prohibitions,  the  one  against 
entering,  the  other  settling;  and  this  absurdity 
would  result— that  the  legislature  should  prohibit 
free  blacks  without  from  coming  in,  and  free 
blacks  within  from  settling.  The  true  construc- 
tion is— that  they  are  not  to  be  permitted  to  come 
in  and  settle. 

It  is  true  that  it  is  made  imperative  on  the  legis- 
lature to  exclude  free  blacks  and  mulattoes,  and 
they  are  not  to  be  admitted  to  settlement  in  the 
State,  under  any  pretext  whatever.     Had  the  ex- 

firession  been  oil  free  blacks  and  mulattoes,  the 
egislature  could  have  made  no  exceptions.  But 
the  omission  of  the  word  "all"  leaves  them  a  dis- 
cretion J  and  other  provisions  in  their  constitution 


limit  the  extent  of  the  prohibition,  and  expound 
its  meaning. 

All  purchasers  of  lands  in  Missouri,  previous  to 
the  law  enacted  under  this  clause,  are  expressly 
provided  for.  A  purchase  of  lands  by  deed  is  "  a 
contract  executed."  The  covenants  in  tbe  deed 
secure  to  the  purchaser  the  right  to  hold,  possess, 
and  enjoy.  Should  the  purchaser  be  lawfully  ex- 
cluded from  the  possession,  the  covenant  or  "  con- 


tract" is  broken.    If  the  State  by  law  excludes  a 
purchaser  from  his  possession,  it  impairs  the  obli- 
gation of  the  contract.    In  the  celebrated  Georgia 
case  in  relation  to  the  Yazoo  purchase,  it  was  de- 
termined that  a  law  annulling  a  precedent  sale 
was  void,  as  impairing  the  obligation  of  a  contract. 
And  whatever   law  takes  from  a  purchaser   the 
benefit  of  any  covenant  in  his  deed  is  void,  being 
repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
Now,  there  is  the  same  clause  in  the  constitution 
of  Missouri  as  in  that  of  the  United  States.     Any 
law,  therefore,  which  should  exclude  a  precedent 
purchaser  from   the  enjoyment  of  his  purchase 
would  be  contrary  to  a  provision  in  the  bill  of 
rights  of  Missouri.     Wherefore,  taking  these  two 
provisions  together,  the  meaning  is  this :  "  the  le- 
gislature shall  exclude  free  blacks  and  mulattoes, 
provided  thev  are  not  purchasers  of  lands  within 
the  State."  ' 

This  reasoning  will  apply  to  all  soldiers  who 
hold  under  the  United  States,  and  all  subsequent 
purchasers  under  them  will  be  also  excepted  by 
another  provision  in  the  constitution  of  Missouri. 
Among  the  terms  and  conditions  in  the  act  of  last 
session,   Missouri  is  never  to  interfere  with  the 
primary  disposal  of  the  soil  by  the  United  States, 
nor  with  any  regulations  Confess   may  find  ne- 
cessary for  securing  the  title  m  such  soil  to  the 
bonnjide  purchasers.     Now,  a   title  is  never  per- 
fected, or  "secured,"  unless  the  purchaser  has,  not 
only  the  rights  of  ^operty  and  possession,  but  the 
possession  itself.     To  prohibit  a  purchaser  under 
the  United  States  from  enjoying  the  possession, 
would  most  unquestionably  interfere  with  those 
regulations  which  Congress  might  adopt  to  secure 
the  title  to  the  purchaser.      But  it  is  still  more 
manifest   that   it   would  be  an  interference  with 
tbe  "  primary  disposal  "  of  the  soil.     Could  Mis- 
souri, without  a  violation  of  this  compact,  provide 
that  no  purchaser  of  the  United  States'  lands  in 
the  State  should  possess  or  enjoy  it?    If  not,  how 
can  she  prohibit  any  portion  of  ptirchasers  from 
this  possession  or  enjoyment?     If,  in  the  sale  of  a 
dweUing-house,  which  I  had  the  right  to  prevent, 
I  should  covenant  not  to  interfere,  should  I  fulfil 
my  covenant  by  prohibiting  the  purchaser  froin 
entering  and  inhabiting  it  ?   Here,  then,  is  a  posi- 
tive stipulation  made  a  part  of  the  constitution  of 
Missouri,  and  unalterable  without  the  consent  of 
Congress,  which  expressly  excepts  from  the  prohi- 
bition all  purchasers  of  the  United  States.     The 
whole  power  given,  then,  taken  in  connexion  with 
the  rest  of  the  constitution,  is  to  exclude  free  blacks 
and  mulattoes  from  the  State,  except  purchasers 
of  every  description,  before  the  act  of  exclusion, 
and  purchasers  of  the  United  States,  whether  be- 
fore or  after.     Inasmuch,  then,  as  we  find  express 
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limitations  to  this  power,  and  the  word  "  all "  not 
inserted  in  the  prohibition,  and  the  members  of 
the  legislature  bound  by  oath  to  support  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  w(fuld  it  not  be  fair 
to  expound  this  clause  to  extend  to  those  cases  only 
whicn  are  not  repugnant  to  this  Constitution  ? 

Having,  as  it  is  ^lieved,  ascertamed  the  extent 
and  meaning  of  the  clause  objected  to,  let  us,  be- 
fore we  proceed  to  a  discussion  of  the  part  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  said  to  be  in- 
fringed, glance  for  a  moment  at  some  of  the  incon- 
veniences which  would  result  from  denying  to  a 
Slate  the  power  to  exclude  free  blacks  and  mulat- 
toes. 

These  are  an  unfortunate  class.  They,  or  their 
ancestors,  having  been  subjected  to  the  control  of 
a  master,  are  most  of  them  ignorant  and  poor,  and 
many  of  them  infirm,  decrepid,  and  vicious.  Their 
vices  and  frailties  render  them  an  encumbrance,  if 
not  a  nuisance,  wherever  they  reside.  It  is  just 
that  the  evils  arising  from  such  a  population  should 
be  sustained  by  those  who  have  had  the  benefit  of 
their  labor,  and  who  have  contributed  in  some 
measure  to  their  degradation.  To  confine  them 
to  the  Stale  by  whose  laws  they  or  their  ancestors 
were  enslaved,  and  compel  that  Stale  to  adminis- 
ter to  their  relief  without  imposing  a  burden  on 
their  neighbors,  comports  as  well  with  justice 
as  humanity.  These  reasons  have  prevailed  in 
almost  every  Stale  in  the  Union,  and  have  pro- 
duced exclu>ion  laws  of  the  same  character  and 
principle,  and  of  greater  extent,  than  the  offensive 
clause  in  the  constitution  of  Missouri.  The  people 
of  Missouri,  pos-.essing  a  territory  whose  soil  and 
products  would  not  admit  of  a  numerous  slave 
population,  whose  extent  and  climate  would  afford 
facilities  to  emigrants,  and  whose  vicinity  to  States 
and  Territories  having  a  crowded  black  population, 
would  induce  an  inundation  of  this  description  of 
people,  have  thought  it  prudent,  the  better  to  facil- 
itate the  emancipation  of  their  own  slaves,  and  to 
improve  the  condition  of  their  own  free  blacks 
and  mulattoes,  to  prohibit  their  emigration  from 
other  States. 

If  a  State  does  not  possess  this  power,  the  con- 
dition of  the  non-slaveholding  States  is  most  alarm- 
ing. A  free  black  population  is  fast  increasing 
and  gaining  upon  the  whites,  in  the  slaveholding 
States.  An  asylum  for  these  unfortunate  people 
is  now  become  important,  and  will  be  more  so. 
This  has  been  an  object  of  solicitude  with  all  the 
colonization  and  abolition  societies,  and  all  the 
friends  of  freedom  and  humanity.  Slaves  would 
be  manumitted  if  they  could  be  transported.  But 
to  let  them  loose  among  an  already  crowded  free 
black  population,  would  make  them  miserable  and 
dangerous.  Send  them  to  St.  Domingo,  you  sub- 
ject them  to  the  disposal  of  a  cruel  tyrant ;  trans- 
port them  to  Africa,  and  they  are  food  for  pesti- 
lence ;  colonize  them  on  the  Columbia  river,  and 
they  will  be  butchered  and  eaten  by  the  Indians. 

To  this  time,  no  suitable  place  has  been  found 
which  afforded  a  safe  and  comfortable  retreat  for 
the  emancipated  slave.  But  this  doctrine  has 
solved  the  doubt  and  removed  the  difl&culty.  Free 
blacks  are  citizens  and  may  go  where  they  will,  or 


where  their  emancipators  shall  please  to  send.  All 
the  slaves  in  a  State  may  be  made  free  at  once,  on 
condition  of  their  removal  to  a  non-slaveholding 
Slate,  and  this  State  cannot  prevent  it.  The 
New  England  States  are  probably  in  little  danger 
from  this  principle.  It  is  the  States  bordering  oa 
the  slaveholding  States  which  will  experience  its 
tendency  and  effect.  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois, 
are  now  thinly  populated  and  little  cultivated. 
Vast  tracts  of  land  in  them  arc  owned  by  the  Uni- 
ted States.  The  State  of  Virginia,  for  example, 
might  purchase  some  millions  of  acres  and  parcel 
them  out  in  small  lots,  as  gratuities  to  her  free 
blacks  who  should  emigrate  and  settle  them.  Such 
an  event  would  probably  create  no  uneasiness  at 
first,  in  a  Slate  which  had  the  power  at  any  time 
to  prevent  it.  The  non-slavt holding  States  might 
even  for  the  sake  of  humanity  encourage  it,  hav- 
ing a  discretion  at  all  times  to  check  it  when  it 
should  become  dangerous.  But  to  be  forced,  against 
our  will,  to  receive  free  blacks  from  the  slavehold- 
ing States,  is  a  doctrine  that  I,  as  a  northern  man, 
do  not  so  fully  relish,  and  to  which  I  cannot  sub- 
scribe without  the  fullest  examination  and  strong- 
est necessity.  This  effect  has  been  perceived,  and 
some  have  attempted  to  avoid  it  by  making  a  di>- 
tinction  between  free  and/rreri  blacks.  The  former 
only  having  been  born  free,  it  is  said,  are  citizens. 
The  latter  are  a  degraded  class,  not  entitled  to  the 

f»rivilegesand  immuniiiesof  citizens, and  can  there- 
ore  be  prohibited  from  entering  and  settling  in  a 
State.     This  distinction  is  entirely  visionary.     It 
neither  comports  with  reason  nor  humanity.     It  is 
the  local  authority,  the  State  sovereignty  which 
makes  a  slave.     The  same  supreme  power  which 
deprives  a  man  of  his  freedom  can  restore  it,  and 
restore  it,  too,  in  its  highest  perfection.     The  same 
power  which  makes  a  slave  can  make  him  free, 
and  advance  him  to  the  highest  privileges  of  a  cit- 
izen.    If  this  power  does  not  exist  in  the  States,  it 
exists  nowhere :  and  this  absurdity  would  neces- 
sarily follow,  that  there  is  no  power  in  this  coun- 
try to  convert  a  slave  into  a  citizen.     The  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  gives  no  such  right  to 
Congress.     They  have  the  power  to  establish  uni- 
form rules  of  naturalization  ;  but  naturalization  is 
the  converting  a  foreigner  into  a  citizen.     To  sup- 
pose an  emancipated  negro,  whose  ancestors  had 
resided  here  ever  since  the  settlement  of  the  coun- 
try, and  who  had  never  quitted  the  plantation 
where  he  was  born,  could  be  made  a  citizen  by 
naturalization,  and  in  no  other  way,  is  an  absurdity 
too  gross  and  palpable  to  be  seriously  entertained. 
It  hence  follows,  inevitably,  that  an  emancipated 
slave  may,  if  the  State  will  it,  be  placed  on  the 
same  footing  as  any  other  free  black,  and  one  mav 
be  a  citizen  as  well  as  the  other.     The  State  whicn 
gave  them  their  freedom  for  purposes  of  emigration 
would  take  care  to  obtain  its  object  by  breaking 
down  this  distinction  if  it  ever  existed. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island 
disregards  this  distinction,  and  takes  broader  ground 
still.  His  definition  of  a  citizen  comprehends  all 
the  inhabitants  except  slaves  and  foreigners.  With 
free  blacks  and  mulattoes,  he  includes  convicts,  dis- 
solute persons,  paupers,  and  vagabonds.     Yet  he 
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seems  to  admit  that  a  State  may  exclude  for  per- 
sonal demerit.  And  who  establishes  the  standard 
of  merit,  and  makes  the  discrimination?  The 
State.  By  what  rule  is  it  governed  ?  Discretion, 
policy,  expediency.  It  is  the  State  law  which  de- 
tines  who  are  worthy  of  a  residence  within  the 
State.  What,  then,  becomes  of  his  definition,  but 
that  it  includes  all  but  those  which  a  State  may, 
in  its  discretion,  except  ?  If  a  State  can  fix  a  name 
of  disgrace  or  demerit  on  any  population,  and  ex- 
clude them,  the  point  is  yielded  that  free  blacks 
may  be  excluded.       ^  .     ,        ^^,  ,  , 

If  this  definition  of  the  honoRible  gentleman  be 
correct,  it  would  be  much  the  safest  inference  that 
one  Sute  might  exclude  all  the  population  of 
another,  except  those  which  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  specially  authorizes.     Self-pro- 
tection seems  to  require  that  a  State  should  retain 
the  power  to  prevent  a  troublesome  or  dangerous 
population.     In  doing  this,  they  might  delude 
those  who  are  useful  and   respectable.     Of  this 
there  is  no  danger.     The  State  from  which  they 
would  emigrate  would  not  wish  to  spare  them ; 
and  that  to  which  they  would  come,  would  always 
find  it  for  its  interest  to  receive  them.     The  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  Sutes  would  provide  for 
all  who  have  a  duty  to  perform  under  that  Con- 
stitution, and   the   laws ;  members  of  Congress, 
and  judges  of  courts,  must  perform  federal  duties. 
The   President  must  command   the   Army   and 
Navy  and  the  Militia,  when  in  service ;  the  sol- 
diers must  be  called  to  suppress  insurrection  and 
repel  invasion.     To  all  these  and  others,  having 
federal  duties   to  perform,  the  Constitution  says 
"  go ;"  and  a  Slate  cannot  oppose.     The  clause  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  said  to  be 
infringed  by  this  of  Missouri,  by  no  means  repels 
this  construction.     The  citizens  of  one  State  are 
to  enjoy  "  all  the  privileges  and   immunities  of 
citizens^'  when  "  tV  another.     The  State  is  left 
at  its  option  whether  it  will  receive  the  citizens  of 
another  as  residents.     It  may  impose  restrictions 
which  amount  to  prohibition ;  but  if  the  citizen 
does  come,  by  express  or   implied  consent,  this 
clause  secures  him  "the  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties," and  subjects  him  to  the  duties  and  disabili- 
ties of  citizens.  . 

I  do  not  say  that  this  construction  admits  oi  no 
doubts  or  difficulties.  But  I  do  say,  that,  upon 
this  broad  definition,  it  is  the  safest  and  most  con- 
sistent with  the  practice  and  rights  of  the  States. 
And  I  can  never  admit  the  principle  that  tree 
blacks  of  any  description,  and  to  any  extent,  may 
fix  their  residence  in  a  State  against  its  consent. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Smith,)  with  much  talent  and  industry,  has 
given  us  a  history  of  the  practice,  and  proved  that 
this  power  claimed  by  Missouri  has  been  exercised 
by  nearly  every  State  in  the  Union,  and  the  right 
has  never  before  been  questioned.  The  subject 
has  been  so  fully  and  ably  presented,  that  no  fur- 
ther time  need  be  occupied  in  discussing  it. 

Permit  me  now  to  take  a  different  view  of  the 

subject,  and  endeavor  to  present  a  constr^tion  of 

the  Constitution  which  will  avoid  the  difficulties. 

Gentlemen,  I   apprehend,  reason   from  wrong 


premises.     In  the  broad  and  comprehensive  defi- 
nition of  citizen,  lies  the  error.    Let  us  endeavor 
to  select  a  meaning  for  the  word  which  will  com- 
port with  the  Constitution,  the  practice,  and  the 
convenience.     The   Constitution   of  the   United 
States  has  nowhere  defined  it ;  it  occurs  on  five 
different  occasions  in  that  Constitution--in  pre- 
scribing the  qualification  of  Representative,  Sen- 
ator, and  President,  in  giving  jurisdiction  to  the 
Federal  Court,  and  in  the  controverted  clause.   In 
the  three  first  cases,  no  one  will  pretend  that  it  is 
to  be  uken  in  this  unlimited  sense.    That  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  intended  that  blacks 
and  mulattoes  might  be  members  of  Congress  or 
Presidents,  is  a  supposition  too  absurd  to  be  for  a 
moment  entertained.     Gentlemen,  with  all  their 
humanity,  to  be  obliged  to  sit  in  this  Senate  by  a 
black  man,  would  consider  their  rights  invaded. 
The  section  of  the  Constitution  which  gives  juris- 
diction to  the  courts,  uses  it  in  a  different  sense, 
but  gives  it  no  precise  definition.     If  all  entitled  to 
be  parties  to  suits  are  citizens,  and  those  only,  then 
a  large  and  respectable  portion  of  the  community 
are  excluded,  and  probably  resident  foreigners  in- 
cluded.  The  word  here  is  inaptly  used,  and  intend- 
ed in  this  case  to  mean  the  same  as  inhabitant. 
The  laws  of  Congress  are  as  deficient  in  furnish- 
ing a  meaning  as  the  Constitution.    But,  as  the 
naturalization  laws  have  uniformly  restricted  the 
right  to  become  citizens  to  free  tf^i{€  persons,  so 
far  as  practice  is  to  influence  a  decision,  it  is  in 
favor  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  objectionable 

The  word  was  never  used  by  the  ancient  Re- 
publics, but  to  include  privileges  and  immunities 
of  a  high  character.  In  the  Grecian  States,  these 
privileges  were  preserved  with  much  tenacity,  and 
conferred  with  much  solemnity.  The  Roinans 
divided  their  inhabitants  into  citizens,  subjects, 
freedmen,  and  slaves.  To  be  a  Roman  citizen 
was  a  proud  distinction,  and  carried  with  it  priv- 
ileges and  immunities  of  the  highest  order.  After 
the  subversion  of  the  Roman  Empire,  and  some 
time  in  the  eleventh  century,  cities  began  to  be 
established  or  incorporated  in  Europe,  and  first  m 
Italy,  and  the  inhabitants  entitled  to  their  freedom 
and  liberties  were  called  citizens.  These,  princi- 
pally, were  to  elect  and  be  elected,  and  to  bear  arms 
in  their  own  defence,  under  commanders  of  their 

own  choice.  «     .  .  j-       » 

The  best  definition  of  citizen,  according  to 
European  writers,  which  I  have  been  able  to  find, 
is  "  a  native  or  inhabitant  of  a  city,  vested  with 
its  freedom  and  liberties."  The  "  freedom  and 
liberties,"  or  "privileges  and  immunities"  essen- 
tial to  a  citizen,  were  those  I  have  mentioned ; 
and,  although  the  name  was  originally  confined  to 
the  inhabitant  of  a  cUy,  yet  when  these  prmcipliK 
were  diffused  among  and  conferred  on  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  country,  they,  having  the  same  attri- 
butes, took  the  same  name. 

The  rights  of  an  American  citizen  are  essen- 
tially thelame :  to  elect,  be  elected,  and  bear  arms 
in  his  defence  ;  they  are  essential,  for,  divest  him 
of  these,  and  you  divest  him  of  his  citizenship. 
He  h»s  other  essential  rights,  such  as  those  of  prop- 


Et* 


87 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


88 


89 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


90 


Sbnate. 


Admission  of  Missouri. 


DSCBMBBM,  1820. 


erty  and  personal  security  under  the  protection  of 
laws  fairly  administered  ;  but  he  has  these  in  com- 
mon with  foreigners,  and*  in  some  respects  with 
slaves.     No  person  can  be  said  to  be  entitled  to 
the  privileges  of  an  American  citizen,  unless  he 
can  have  an  agency  in  the  formation  or  adminis- 
tration of  the  laws  ;  that  agency  may  be  prospect- 
ive, but  a  perpetual  exclusion  from  this  deprives 
him  of  the  essential  attributes  of  a  citizen  ;  but 
these  attributes  are  conferred  or  withheld  by  the 
will  of  the  State,  legally  or  constitutionally  ex- 
pressed ;    a  citizen,  therefore,  has   his  character 
from  the  State  of  which  he  is  a  member;   the 
State  may  deprive  him  of  it,  and  again  restore  it 
back  ;  as  it  can  totally  destroy  it,  so  it  can  create 
it  in  its  highest  perfection.     It  would  seem,  then, 
inevitable  that,  inasmuch  as  the  privileges  of  citi- 
zenship are  conferred  or  withheld  by  each  State 
at  its  will,  they  may  be  and  almost  unavoidably 
must  be  different  in  different  States.     The  ques- 
tion then  presents,  what  "  privileges  and  immu- 
nities of  citizens  have  the  free  blacks  of  Missouri  ? 
And  we  see  at  once  they  have  none.    By  the  char- 
ter which  you  made  for  them,  free  blacks  can  nei- 
ther elect  nor  be  elected,  and  this  disability  is  made 
perpetual  by  their  constitution.     By  the  existing 
territorial  laws  they  cannot  bear  arms  without  be- 
ing housekeepers  and  having  a  license  from  the 
civil  authority ;  nor  act  as  jurors  in  any  case,  nor 
testify  as  witnesses,  except  in  suits  between  per 
sons  of  their  own  color.     The  free  black  of  Mis- 
souri, then,  has  no  privileges  of  citizenship  there. 
Then,  can  a  free  black  citizen  of  Maine  have  any 
greater  privileges  or  immunities  in  Missouri,  than 
her  own  free  blacks?    Does  a  citizen  of  one  State 
going  to  another  carry  his  political  condition  with 
him  or  assume  that  of  the  State  where  he  goes? 
The  former  principle  breaks  down  every  qualifi- 
cation required  by  a  constitution  of  a  State,  and 
authorizes  one  State  to  confer  privileges  for  the 
whole.    No  gentleman  has,  I  believe,  pretended 
to  insist  on  such  a  construction.  A  citizen  of  Maine 
entitled  to  elect  and  be  elected,  goes  to  Virginia  ; 
the  constitution  of  Maine  made  hiin  an  elector 
without  property  and  with  a  year's  residence;  that 
of  Virginia  requires  a  freehold  and  further  resi- 
dence ;  does  he  instantaneously  become  an  elector 
in  Virginia,  or  must  he  be  subjected  to  the  disabili- 
ties of  Virginians  conditioned  like  him  ?    He  must 
submit  of  course  to  the  laws  of  the  State  to  which 
he  goes.    But  in  Maine  a  free  black  is  a  citizen  ; 
he  goes  to  Virginia — can  he  there  have  any  other 
privileges  and  immunities  than  the  free  blacks  of 
Virginia  ?     By  the  same  rule,  certainly  not ;  if  he 
could,  the  free  blacks  of  Virginia  might  emigrate 
to  Maine,  tarry  a  year,  become  electors  there,  and 
return,  bringing  with  them  the  elective  franchise, 
which  they  could  exercise  in  spite  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  Virginia.     A  person,  then,  going  from  one 
State  to  another,  takes  all  the  privileges  and  im- 
munities, and  is  subject  to  all  the  restraints  and 
disabilities  as  to  residence,  property,  age,  and  color, 
of  the  people  of  the  State  where  he  goes.    If,  then, 
free  blacks  and   mulattoes  going   into  Missouri 
could  have  no  privileges  and  immunities  of  citi- 
zens when  there,  she  has  a  right  to  exclude  them. 


Their  right  to  go  is  only  by  inference.  They  arc 
entitled,  you  say,  to  certain  privileges  and  immu- 
nities when  there;  and  therefore  they  have  a  right 
to  go.  We  answer,  they  are  entitled  to  no  privi- 
leges and  immunities  of  citizens,  when  there;  and 
therefore  Missouri  has  a  right  to  exclude  them. 

A  contrary  decision  would  moreover  be  against 
all  precedent,  and  the  constant  practice  of  most  of 
the  Slates  in  the  Union.  When  a  contest  for 
power  between  the  United  Slates  and  a  State  oc- 
curs, it  becomes  this  Senate  jealously  to  guard 
those  rights  which^it  was  constituted  to  preserve. 
The  tendency  of  the  Federal  Government  is  to 
acquire  by  slow  and  imperceptible  encroachments 
on  the  rights  of  the  States — one  acquisition  may 
succeed  another  until  there  shall  be  nothing  left. 

It  is,  furthermore,  unusual  strictly  to  scrutinize 
every  clause  of  a  constitution  of  a  new  State,  on 
her  admission  into  the  Union.  Reject  a  Slate  for 
one  objectionable  clause,  and,  if  you  err,  the  error 
cannot  be  easily  corrected.  Admit  her,  and,  if  a 
clause  is  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  it  is  inoperative  and  void,  and 
would  be  annulled  by  a  judicial  decision.  The 
Slate  would  be,  in  the  Union,  pruned  of  the  offen- 
sive limb,  and  the  residueof  her  constitution  would 
remain. 

This  is  a  question  which  may  be  very  safely 
trusted  with  the  Judiciary.  Who  arc  the  parties 
to  the  compact  in  the  act  of  last  session?  The 
United  States  and  Missouri.  Missouri  contends 
that  she  hascomplied  with  the  terms,  and  demands 
a  fulfilment  on  our  part.  We  refuse,  and  charge 
her  with  a  failure  to  fulfil  her  stipulations.  Who 
is  to  decide  ?  Will  we  insist  on  deciding  our  own 
case,  or  will  we  consent  to  the  decision  of  an  um- 
pire? There  is  no  risk  on  our  part  in  submitting  the 
question  to  the  Supreme  Court.  In  questions  of 
State  and  Federal  powers,  they  have,  1  believe, 
never  been  suspected  of  leaning  very  far  in  favor  of 
the  former.  Indeed,  it  is  not  in  the  nature  of  men 
placed  as  they  are  to  do  it.  Their  origin,  com- 
pensation, responsibility,  and  pride,  all  forbid  it. 
If  the  people  of  Missouri  are  willing  to  submit  to 
this  tribunal,  we  act  not  as  an  honorable  man 
would  act  wiih  his  neighbor  if  we  refuse. 

But  suppose  you  insist  on  the  objection.  Is  it 
by  any  means  certain  that  you  may  not  produce  a 
state  of  things  perplexing,  if  not  dangerous?  1  do 
not  pretend  that  Missouri  will  resist  your  author- 
ity. My  fear  is,  that  you  cannot  agree  to  exer- 
cise it. 

Suppose  a  case,  not  improbable, — sup{)ose  Mis- 
[  souri  rejected  by  a  disagreement  between  the  two 
'  Houses  of  Congress — one  branch  believing  that 
she  has  complied  with  the  conditions,  is  a  State, 
and  entitled  to  admission;  the  other  believing  that 
she  has  failed  to  comply,  and  must  retire  back  to 
her  territorial  condition.  You  promised  Missouri 
two  things — a  State  government,  and  admission 
into  the  Union.  She  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  one, 
and  demands  the  other.  One  House  of  Congress 
is  willing  she  should  enjoy  the  other,  and  the  other 
House  refuses,  and  demands  that  she  should  yield 
up  what  she  has  obtained.  One  House  having  a 
negative  on  the  other,  what  could  be  done?    The 
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necessity  should  be  strong,  and  the  case  clear,  be- 
fore I  would  hazard  such  a  state  of  things.  But, 
80  far  from  the  case  being  clear,  and  the  necessity 
strong,  it  is  manifest,  I  think,  that  you  have  no 
power,  and,  if  you  had,  it  is  not  only  unnecessary, 
but  impolitic  and  unsafe,  to  exercise  it.  The  prop- 
ositions upon  which  I  have  insisted,  and  endea- 
vored to  maintain,  are  these : 

The  "privileges  and  immunities"  of  citizens  are 
nowhere  extended  to  free  blacks  and  mulattoes,  by 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  nor  laws  ot 

Congress.  ,  ,     r,  i 

The  constitution  and  laws  of  the  States  are  alone 

capable  of  conferring  them. 

The  Slate  of  Missouri  has  not  conferred  them 
on  this  class  of  her  population. 

Black  citizens  of  other  States  acouire  no  other 
privileges  and  immunities  there  than  her  own  black 

population.  , 

But  the  latter  are  not  citizens  there,  nor  are  the 
former ;  and,  as  the  former  could  have  no  privi- 
leges and  immunities  of  citizens  there,  they  may 
be  excluded. 

Mr.  Otis,  of  Massachusetts,  said  that,  in  pre- 
senting to  the  Senate  a  few  general  observations 
upon  the  question  before  them,  he  would  take  leave 
to  begin  where  the  honorable  gentleman,  (Mr. 
Holmes,)  who  had  just  sat  down,  had  left  off. 
That  gentleman  had   enlarged   upon   the  conse- 
quences to  be  apprehended  from  the  rejection  of 
Missouri,  under  her  present  constitution,  in  terms 
adapted  to  excite  alarm.     But  while  he  admitted 
that,  in  all  cases,  where  discretion  can  be  exer- 
cised, the  consequences  of  measures,  as  they  might 
affect  not  only  the  welfare  but  the  feelings  of  the 
oeople,  and  their  disposition  to  execute  the  laws 


a  course  of  reasonable  and  moderate  measures  on 
the  part  of  themselves  and  their  friends. 

The  resolution  upon  the  table,  said  Mr.  O.,  con- 
tains a  proposition,  which  Congress  is  either  bound 
to  adopt  of  course,  as  a  ministerial  act,  or  upon 
which  they  are  entitled  to  exercise  a  sound  discre- 
tion. But  propositions  of  the  first  description, 
calling  upon  Congress  to  register  the  acts  of  ano- 
ther State,  and  to  do,  pro  forma,  what  was  already 
done  in  substance  without  their  consent,  were,  as 
he  humbly  conceived,  anomalies  entirely  unknown 
to  the  Constitution,  and  not  recognised  by  any 
rules  or  proceedings  of  this  House. 

Under  the  sanction  of  an  act  of  Congress,  the 
people  of  Missouri  have  been  authorized  to  form  a 
constitution,  subject  to  certain  limitations  and  con- 
ditions, and  thereupon  to  become  an  integral  part 
of  the  Union.   How,  then,  is  it  possible  to  advance 
a  step  without  reading  and  examining  their  con- 
stitution, and  deciding  upon  the  fact  whether  or 
not  they  have  complied  with  these  terms?     To  a 
certain    extent,   he   presumed,   this  investigation 
would  be  admitted  on  all  sides  to  be  indispensable; 
without  it,  who  can  tell  whether  she  has  confined 
herself  within  the  prescribed  territorial   limits? 
Who  would  know  that  she  had  not  extended  her 
claim  of  jurisdiction  to  the  Rocky  mountains? 
We  may  also  be  entitled  to  ascertain  whether  she 
has  established  a  republican  or  a  monarchical  gov- 
ernment; whether  she  arrogates  the  power  of  inak- 
ing  peace  and  war,  regulating  commerce,  collect- 
ing imposts,  or  other  powers  inhibited  in  express 
terms  of  the  Constitution  to  the  several  States.   If, 
then,  we  not  only  may  carry  our  researches  thus 
far,  but  should  be  bound  in  duty  not  to  shut  our 
eyes  against  these  flagrant  assumptions  of  power, 


who  will  sav  where  the  line  of  discrimination  be- 
S  J'iu"  ir^'r/^KITc  Vhe^  h  >«a«r;f  gins,::"  "LTunaer  .heir  proper  heads  .hose  in- 
eonscirce  a„l  X  oblTgaLn  of  oa.hs,  and  Ian- '  lasions  of  .he  Cons...u..on  wh.ch  we  a.e  held  .o 


guage  of  the  Constitution,  left  no  alternative,  it 


was  the  part  of  those  who  had  duties  to  perform    wink? 


notice,   and   those  at  which   it  behooves  us   to 


to  discharge  them  with  firmness,  after  due  deliber 
aiion,  and  to  trust  to  the  consequences  and  effects. 
This  would  be  his  course,  under  any  view  to  be 
imagined,  of  the  reception  of  the  fate  of  ^heir  ap- 
plication for  admission  by  the  good  people  of  Mis- 
souri. But  he  did  not  permit  himself  to  indulge 
any  fears  of  such  results  as  had  been  intimated. 
His  respect  for  that  people,  and  his  persuasion  of 
their  knowledge  of  their  true  interests,  banished 


Gentlemen  who  deny  this  right  of  Congress  to 
decide  upon  a  question  placed  before  them  for  de- 
cision, insist  with  great  vehemence  that  Missouri 
is  a  State,  and,  of  consequence,  that  her  members 
are  entitled  to  their  seaus;  and  if  she  be  not  a 
State,  they  call  upon  us  to  describe  her  a^ual  con- 
dition, and  to  say  what  she  is.  But,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  inference  which  seems  unavoidable,  that, 
upon  this  hypothesis,  the  proceedings  of  Congress 


their  knowledge  ot  their  »-'"^  '^J^^'  ^Tr  la"    are  superfluoul  ani^^^^^  foundation  for  all  debate 


ures,  and  embroil  themselves  with  the  Union  upon 
a  question  of  Constitutional  law,  which  it  would 
be  so  much  easier  to  settle  by  an  amicable  adjust- 
^>k  ^    ment.     He  was  sorry  that  the  question  had  arisen, 
and  had  presumed  that   the  people  of  Mis.souri 
would  have  placed  themselves  in  a  condition  to 
claim  their  admission,  upon  the  ground  of  a  com- 
pliance with  the  terms  held  forth  to  them  by  Con- 
gress ;  and  thus  to  have  disarmed  the  opposition  of 
such  of  the  former  minority  as  might  have  con- 
sidered those  terms  binding  on  the  public  faith. 
But  this  they  had  not  done,  and,  although  some 


selves  to  be  qualified  ;  it  might  with  equal  truth  be 
affirmed  that  Missouri  would  be  a  State,  if  she 
had  made  a  Governor  for  life,  or  instituted  an 
hereditary  Senate,  or  claimed  the  public  lands,  or, 
in  many  other  particulars,  trenched  upon  the  rights 
of  the  General  Government,  and  held  the  terms  of 
the  proffered  admission  in  contempt.  But  li»e  as- 
sumption of  her  being  a  State  is  a  fallacy— a  beg- 
cring  of  the  question— and  an  illusion,  arising  from 
the  repetition  of  a  high-sounding  word.  In  truth, 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  by  their  Congress, 
are  parlies  to  an  executory  contract.     The  people 


But  this  they  had  not  done,  ana,  aiinougu  sum*:    %\y^'"^''.^'' ^"r'^rr"'.:^    The  former  have 
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State,  when,  among  other  things,  they  shall  have 
formed  a  constitution  not  repugnant  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  Now,  by  what  law 
or  usage,  or  principle  of  natural  equity,  does  a 
party,  who,  by  certain  acts  to  be  performed  on  his 
part,  is  to  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  a  subsequent 
act  to  be  performed  by  another  party,  become  the 
sole  judge  of  his  own  tulfilraent  and  perfect  claim  ? 
Has  not  the  party  who  is  called  upon  to  make  the 
last  concession  a  right  to  be  satisfied  ?  If  there  be 
a  controversy  and  a  tribunal,  will  not  this  last 
mentioned  party  stand  upon  his  defence?  In  the 
ordinary  transactions  of  civil  life  there  could  be 
no  doubt.  Why,  then,  is  it  expected  that  Con- 
gress should  surrender  an  advantage  which  every 
individual  would  retain  ?  Congress,  it  may  be  said, 
cannot  be  arraigned  before  any  tribunal,  neither 
can  it  be  impleaded  upon  any  of  the  innumerable 
private  pecuniary  claims  that  are  constantly  made 
upon  its  justice.  In  these  cases  it  invariably  makes 
a  law  for  itself.  Doubtful  claims  are  always  re- 
jected ;  and  there  could  be  no  consistency  in  re- 
serving scrupulously  the  power  of  deciding  upon 
demands  for  money  and  services,  which  are  often 
paltry  and  insignificant,  and  shrinking  from  de- 
cisions which  involve  the  civil  or  political  rights 
of  any  portion  of  the  people,  however  poor  and 
humble  their  condition.  It  is,  then,  entirely  fal- 
lacious to  insist  that  Missouri,  by  taking  advan- 
tage of  her  own  wrong,  has  become  a  State,  and 
precluded  your  right  of  inquiring  into  her  condi- 
tion. The  fallacy  is  apparent  when  the  inquiry  is 
made,  is  she  a  State  of  that  description  w^hich  is 
entitled  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union?  This  in- 
volves the  further  questions.  Is  her  constitution 
republican  ?  Is  it  conformable  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States?  Has  she  complied  with  the 
precedent  conditions  annexed  to  her  grant?  If  in 
these  points  her  constitution  is  defective,  it  is  not 
incumbent  on  those  who  oppose  her  admission  to 
waive  their  objections  in  consequence  of  the  change 
of  name  or  organization ;  neither  is  it  essential  to 
give  her  a  name,  or  to  define  the  heteroclite  con- 
dition in  which  she  has  placed  herself;  thoueh  he 
saw  no  difficulty  in  saying  she  was  yet  a  Terri- 
tory, in  her  transit  towards  the  condition  of  one  of 
the  United  States,  and  none  in  providing  by  law 
(especially  with  a  kindly  concurrence  on  the  part 
of  that  people)  for  an  adaptation  of  the  present 
form  of  her  government  to  her  territorial  condition, 
until  that  should  be  changed. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
had  asserted,  with  great  confidence,  that  several 
States  had  been  admitted  into  the  Union  without 
any  evidence  to  be  found  on  record  of  an  exami- 
nation into  the  provisions  of  their  constitution. 
"  Several  of  those  States  were  without  constitu- 
tions," and,  "why,"  exclaimed  the  gentleman,  tri- 
umphantly, "do  you  not  issue  a  quo  tparrwUo 
against  Rhode  Island  and  other  States  V  To  this, 
said  Mr.  O.,  the  answer  is  most  obvious.  Rhode 
Island,  Vermont,  and  North  Carolina,  had  the 
option,  at  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  Federal 
Government,  of  becoming  parties  to  it  at  pleasure. 
They  were  independent  States,  acting  as  such,  and 
their  constitutions  or  forms  of  government  were 


subjects  of  notoriety  to  the  other  States  with  whom 
they  had  united  under  the  Old  Confederation. 
They  did  not  adopt  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  at  the  same  epoch  with  the  other  States, 
but  there  was  a  perfect  understanding  of  their 
being  at  liberty  to  send  in  their  adhesion ;  and, 
when  they  did  so,  nothing  was  wanting  but  laws 
extending  to  them  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Union. 
In  respect  to  every  other  State,  it  was  manifest 
that  their  several  constitutions  had  been  submitted 
to  the  inspection  of  Congress,  as  would  be  demon- 
strated by  a  recurrence  to  its  acts,  and  although 
the  form  of  the  resolutions  adopted  of  late  years 
had  not  been  originally  observed.  The  Stale  of 
Virginia,  by  an  act  of  December,  1789,  authorized 
Kentucky  to  become  a  State  at  some  period  sub- 
sequent to  1791,  at  a  time  to  be  fixed  by  the  people. 
They  accordingly  formed  a  constitution,  and  de- 
termined that  the  era  of  its  active  supremacy 
should  be  in  June,  1792.  Meanwhile  Congress 
convened,  and  determined  on  the  same  time  for  its 
admission  into  the  Union,  and,  bv  necessary  in- 
tendment, must  have  had  before  tnem  the  consti- 
tution as  it  had  been  adopted.  In  the  act  extend- 
ing to  Ohio  the  benefit  of  certain  laws  of  the 
Union,  there  is  an  express  recognition  of  her  hav- 
ing framed  a  republican  form  of  government.  In 
the  instance  of  Tennessee,  there  was  a  debate  upon 
a  clause  in  her  constitution,  which  shows  that  the 
instrument  was  before  Congress ;  and,  since  the 
time  of  her  admission,  a  more  precise  formality 
has  been  observed  in  every  instance.  Nothing, 
therefore,  be  contended,  was  to  be  gained  by  the 
gentleman's  reliance  upon  precedents,  which  were 
all  against  him.  Having  thus,  (continued  Mr.  O.,) 
established  it  to  be  the  right  and  dutv  of  Congress 
to  examine  this  instrument,  he  should  proceed  to 
state  and  to  support  his  objection  arising  upon  the 
face  of  it,  and  it  was  shortly  to  the  clause  which 
made  it  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  of  the  new 
State  to  prevent  the  ingress  and  settlement  of  free 
people  of  color,  under  any  pretext  whatsoever, 
within  its  boundaries.  This  requisition  being,  at 
first  blush,  in  palpable  collision  with  the  clause  of 
the  United  States'  Constitution  which  provides 
for  a  community  of  rights  for  the  citizens  of  one 
State  with  those  of  any  other  State  into  which  we 
may  go,  there  is  no  refuge  from  the  objection  but 
in  a  ^Id  denial  of  the  lact,  that  free  persons  of 
color  may  be  citizens  of  some  one  State.  And,  to 
do  justice  to  the  candor  of  gentlemen,  it  must  be 
allowed  they  enter  the  lists  with  manly  frankness, 
and,  in  so  many  words,  deny  to  people  of  color 
this  capacity  of  citizenship ;  and  it  follows  as  a 
corollary,  that  they  deny  also  the  rightof  any  one 
State  to  confer  that  capacity  upon  them.  They 
call  upon  us  to  show  what  constitutes  a  citizen, 
and  especially  to  prove  that  persons  of  color  were 
at  all  considered  as  coming  under  that  denomina- 
tion, in  any  compact  made  with  each  other  by  the 
people  of  the  United  States.  It  would  require 
more  time  than  could  be  fairly  claimed  by  anv  in- 
dividual, to  do  justice  to  this  subject  under  all  its 
aspects,  but  he  trusted  a  very  few  remarks  would 
be  sufficient  for  a  satisfactory  confutation  of  this 
novel  theory.    For  his  greater  security,  however, 


he   would  confine  himself  to  the  circumstances 
which  would  give  to  a  man  the  right  of  citizenship 
in  Massachusetts ;  for  if  a  man  of  color  could  be 
a  citizen  there,  he  would  carry  his  privilege  else- 
where.    In  that  State,  he  said,  at  the  time  of  the 
Revolution,  the  people  were  considered  as  retaining 
all  such  portions  of  the  common  law  of  England 
as  were  applicable  to  their  circumstances.    By 
that  law,  the  people  of  England  were  distinguished 
into  citizens,  denizens,  and  aliens.     In  Massachu- 
setts, they  were  also  either  citizens  or  aliens  ;  and 
he  had  no  doubt  he  might  safely  contend  that  in 
all  the  States  they  were  either  citizens,  aliens,  or 
slaves.     All   persons  born   within   the  realm   of 
England  were  citizens.     All  persons  born  in  Mas- 
sacEusetts,  of  free  parents,  were  citizens;  and  all 
persons  in  that  State,  not  aliens  or  slaves,  Tand 
there  could  be  none  of  the  latter,  though  perhaps 
a  fugitive  slave  might  have  been  considered  as  an 
alien  prior  to  the  federal  stipulations  on  that  point,) 
were  of  consequence  free  citizens. 

To  ihb  relationship  of  a  free  citizen  to  his  State, 
protection  and  allegiance  were  the  necessary  in- 
cidents, and  these  imply,  of  necessity,  a  right  to 
reside  within  the  jurisdiction,  and  to  be  secure  of 
life,  liberty,  and  property,  under  the  guardianship 
of  the  laws.     Every  citizen  is  held  to  serve  the 
State  in  time  of  public  danger  and  of  war,  and  to 
contribute  to  the  public  burdens.     He  is  entitled  to 
redress  when  injured  by  a  foreign  Power ;  to  be 
reclaimed  when  unjustly   captured  or  detained  ; 
and  when  he  brings  an  action  for  land,  alienage 
cannot  be  pleaded  in  bar  to  his  demand.     If  he 
possesses  these  rights,  and  stands  in  this  relation 
to  the  State,  he  is  a  citizen.     In  Massachusetts, 
many  persons  of  color  existed  in  this  relation  to 
the  State,  and  he  should  believe,  until  the  contrary 
was  shown,  that  the  same  was  true  in  every  State 
in  the  nation.     To  strengthen  this  construction,  he 
quoted  the  4th  article  of  the  first  Confederation, 
which  ordains  that  the  "free  inhabitants  of  each 
'  of  these  States,  paupers,  vagabonds,  and  fugitives 
'  from  justice  excepted,  shall  be  entitled  to  all  priv- 
'  ileges  and  immunities  of  free  citizens  in  thesev- 
'  erai  Slates,"  and  "  shall  have  free  ingress  and 
'  regress,"  &c.     He  also  quoted,  from'  the  Journals 
of  the  Old  Congress,  the  resolve  which  formed  the 
basis  of  the  new  constitution,  and  which  recom- 
mends the  apportionment  of  taxes  upon  the  num- 
bers of  "  white  and  other  free  citizens,"  and  made 
comments  upon   them,  which   he  considered   as 
conclusive  in  favor  of  his  construction.     Pursuant 
to  these  principles,  it  was  familiar  to  all  that  per- 
sons of  this  description  had  received  grants  of  land 
for  serving  in  your  army,  and  had  been  reclaimed 
among  your  impressed  seamen. 

Now,  against  these  facts  and  plain  reasoning, 
he  was  aware  of  but  one  objection  adduced  by 
gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him.  These  men 
were  not  citizens,  it  is  said,  in  every  State,  be- 
cause in  nearly  all,  if  not  in  every  State,  they  are, 
or  have  been,  made  liable  to  certain  disabilities 
not  common  to  the  free  white  citizens.  All  the 
arguments  of  gentlemen  upon  this  point,  however 
diversified,  and  the  immensely  voluminous  cita- 
tions from  the  statute  books  of  the  different  Slates, 


terminated  in  this  one  objection.    It  was,  there- 
fore, the  soundness  of  this  single  foundation  stone, 
and  that  alone,  which  he  was  called  upon  to  ex- 
amine.    To  this,  then,  his  first  answer  was,  that 
a  class  of  citizens  may,  under  certain  circum- 
stances, be  subjected   to   particular  disqualifica- 
tions, without  being  thereby  disfranchised.*     In 
every  country  women  and  minors  are  subject  to 
disqualifications — the  former  are  such  as  are  per- 
petual.    In  some,  large  classes  are  debarred  from 
the  power  of  electing,  or  being  elected,  to  office. 
An  unjust  Grovernment  may  create  many  odious 
distinctions  between  its  privileged  orders  and  other 
citizens;  and  a  just  Government,  from  motives  of 
sound  policy,  may  exclude  a  minor  class  of  the 
community  from  certain  civil  and  political  rights, 
enjoyed  by  the  rest,  and  yet  leave  the  excluded  or 
restricted  class  in  the  condition  of  citizens.     The 
right  of  protection  in  life,  liberty,  and  property ;  of 
residence,  and  of  inheritable  blood  ;  of  taking  and 
transmitting,  by  descent,  lands,  and  chattels,  may 
all  be  unimpaired,  and,  while  they  remain  so,  it  is 
impossible  to  say  that  a  man  ceases  to  be  a  citi- 
zen.    Certainly,  Republics  formed  upon  the  model 
of  the  United  States  will  abstain  from  all  perma- 
nent distinctions  among  their  citizens,  not  founded 
in   unavoidable  necessity,  or  the  all-controlling 
force  of  public  opinion  ;  and  perhaps  the  case  in 
contemplation  is  the  only  one  that  can  ever  arise 
to  authorize  or  induce  the  annexation  of  perpetual 
disqualifications  for  political  or  civil  trusts  to  qual- 
ities which  are  in  themselves  innocent  and  person- 
al.    But  it  might  be  otherwise ;  and  if  a  State,  by 
its  constitution,  were  empowered  to  restrain  its 
citizens  from  wearing  arms  or  killing  game,  or 
discharging  certain   political  or   civil   functions, 
laws  made  pursuant  to  such  authority  would  not 
operate  an  extinguishment  of  the  rights  of  the  citi- 
zen, hateful  and  oppressive  as  they  would  be  in 
themselves.    Again,  cases  may  be  supposed  to  ex- 
ist in  which  one  description  of  citizens  may  have 
assented,  either  expressly  or  by  implication,  to  en- 
joy the  rights  of  citizenship  under  some  limita- 
tions.    And,  perhaps,  the  consent  of  the  colored 
free  people  who  remained  in  our  country  at  the 
epoch  of^our  Independence,  or  who,  being  born 
within  the  United  States,  have  since  become  the 
voluntary  inhabitants  of  any  State,  in  which  such 
limitations  have  prevailed  from  time  immemorial, 
may  fairiy  be  presumed  to  have  acquiesced  in  the 
legality  of  sucn  limitations,  and  to  be  concluded 


•  An  »ct  of  Parliament,  in  the  time  of  William  III., 
provides,  in  •ubatance,  that  "no  perron,  born  out  of 
the  kingdom  of  England,  Scotland,  or  Ireland,  or  the 
dominions  thereto  belonging,  although  he  be  natural- 
iied  and  made  a  denizen,  (except  auch  as  are  born  of 
EnglUh  parents,)  shall  be  capable  to  be  o(  the  pnvy 
council,  or  a  member  of  either  House  of  ParUament, 
or  to  enjoy  any  office  or  place  of  trust,  either  avil  er 
miliUry,  or  to  have  any  grant  of  lands,  tenemenU,  or 
hereditaments,  from  the  Crown,  to  himself,  or  others 
in  trust  for  him."  Each  Sute,  prior  to  the  Confeder- 
ation,and  aubsequent  to  the  Revolution,  had  the  same 
powers,  in  regard  to  this  subject,  as  the  British  Par- 
liament 
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by  their  own  consent.     Still  they  may  be  citizens. 
Modifications  of  the  rights  of  citizenship  were  fa- 
miliar to  the  laws  of  Rome  prior  to  the  time  of 
Jastinian ;  and,  in  fact,  most  of  the  distinctions  of 
the  privileged   orders   in   modern   Governments, 
when  fairly  exammed,  may  be  referred  to  the  same 
principles,  and  are  neither  more  nor  less  than 
rights  of  citizenship  differently  graduated.     Be- 
lieving, therefpre,  in  the  correctness  of  this  expo- 
sition, he  considered  all  arguments  drawn  from 
the  laws  of  the  several  States,  respecting  free  peo- 
ple of  color,  to  be  entirely  irrelevant  to  the  subject, 
unless  it  could  be  made  manifest  that  these  laws 
had  not  merely  been  confined  to  a  limitation  of 
their  political  or  civil  privileges,  but  had  entirely 
annulled  all  that  portion  of  them  which  were  es- 
sential to  constitute  the  relation  of  citizen.     In  no 
State,  he  contended,  had  they  yet  been  carried  to 
this  extreme ;  and,  while  any  one  of  them  could 
be  found,  in  whose  jurisdiction  these  persons  were 
citizens,  it  would  follow  that  they  could  not  be 
disentitled  to  become  citizens  in  any  other  State. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
had  occupied  an  entire  day,  principally  in  reading 
and  commenting  upon  the  laws  of  the  respective 
States,  from  North  to  South,  discriminating  be- 
tween the  white  and  colored  people,  in  support  of 
his  broad  denial  of  the  capacity  of  citizenship  to 
the  latter.    However  amusing  and  enlivening  those 
researches  might  have  been  in  the  hands  of  that 
gentleman,  Mr.  O.  was  convinced  they  would  lose 
their  charm  in  his  bands,  and  should  therefore  ab- 
stain from  following  them  in  detail.  He  persuaded 
himself,  however,  that  all  the  inferences  from  these 
laws  mi^ht  be  reduced  to  a  few  points,  and  dis- 
posed of  in  a  few  general  remarks.     As  to  one, 
and  that  by  far  the  greater  portion  of  the  statutes 
cited   by  the  honorable  gentleman,  they  applied 
exclusively  to  paupers,  vagabonds,  and  fugitives. 
Either  the  purview  of  each  statute,  or  other  stat- 
utes found  in  the  same  code,  and  constituting  a 
part  of  one  system,  proved  these  to  be  the  only 
objects  of  those  laws,  and  as,  in  many  instances, 
they  applied  to  white  persons  equally  with  others, 
the  argument  built  upon  them  proved  too  mnch. 

Another  portion  of  these  statutes  affected  merely 
qualifications  for  electing,  or  being  elected,  to  of- 
fice.    These  also  mi^ht  be  laid  aside.     By  the 
constitution  or  laws  of  several  States,  the  political 
rights  of  the  white  citizen  are  abridged.     It  is  so 
in  Massachusetts  ;  in  Virginia,  where  freeholders 
only  vote  ;  in   Mississippi,  where  a  creed  (or  the 
want  of  it)  disqualifies  a  man  for  office,  and  where 
clergymen   are  not  eligible  to   the   Legislature. 
This  species  of  exclusion  is,  therefore,  no  test  of 
the  character  of  citizen.     Indeed,  some  of  the  in- 
stances mentioned   by  the  honorable  gentleman 
might  be  regarded  as  exemptions  from  burdensome 
duties  with  more  propriety  than  as  restrictions  of 
civic  privileges ;  and  persons  who  are  dispensed 
from  obligations  to  serve  in  the  militia,  and  on 
juries,  by  law,  do  not  generally  complain  of  their 
condition. 

When  the  laws  and  quotations,  introduced  with 
such  profuaion  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  were 
arranged  with  reference  to  these  two  general  heads, 


they  would  leave  but  a  small  remnant  for  any  other. 
He  did  not  recollect  but  one  case  which  would 
not  fall  under  them,  and  that  was  the  statute  of 
Massachusetts  prohibiting  intermarriages  between 
white  and  colored  people.     With  respect  to  that 
law.  it  was  proper  to  remark,  that  marriage  was  a 
civil  contract  regulated  by  the  policy  of  every 
Slate,  according  to  its  own  views  of  public  utility, 
and  subject  to  greater  or  less  ceremonials  and  re- 
straints by  the  sovereign  authority.     It  would  not 
be  pretended  that  laws  creating  temporary  disa- 
bilities for  matrimonial  alliances,  requiring  age, 
consent  of  parents,  or  forms  of  marrying,  would 
impair  the  quality  of  citizenship.    And  if  the  policy 
of  a  State  might  justify  one  denomination  of  re- 
strictions upon  the  marriage  contract  which  did 
not  disfranchise  those  who  became  subject  to  them, 
why  could  not  the  same  policy  interpose  other 
impediments  to  marriage  without  drawing  after 
them  disfranchisement  as  a  necessary  consequence? 
Why  was  a  black  person  disqualified  as  a  citizen 
by  being  inhibited  from  marrying  a  white  person, 
more  than  a  white  person  was  so  under  a  reverse 
of  the  rule  ?     There  was  no  necessary  connexion 
between  an  incapacity  created  by  law,  in  one  de- 
scription of  persons,  to  contract  marriage  with 
those  of  another  description,  and  an  incapacity  of 
all  the  rights  of  a  citizen.    It  was  difficult  to  illus- 
trate this  position  by  supposing  examples,  without 
seeming  to  disparage  the  unfortunate  persons  who 
were  the  obiecls  of  the  exclusion.     Hardly  any 
other  probable  case  could  be  imagined,  that  would 
call  for  the  establishment  of  permanent  legal  dis- 
tinctions between  classes  of  citizens,  in  the*  exer- 
cise of  the  right  to  form  matrimonial  connexions, 
and  yet  the  policy  of  such  a  distinction   in  the 
state  of  our  society,  in  this  one  instance,  may  be 
very  unquestionable.     The  free  people  of  color 
being  everywhere  a  very  small  minority  of  indi- 
viduals, under  particular  circumstances,  are  not 
entitled  to  complain  of  special  restrictions  and  ex- 
clusions, which  the  vast  majority,  by  high  consid- 
erations connected  with  their  ideas  of  sound  policy, 
and  invincible  predilections  for  their  own   race, 
and  the  desire  of  transmitting  to  posterity  its  blood 
pure  and  unmixed,  and  for  no  other  reason,  may 
have  seen  fit  to  impose.     If  leprosy,  or  any  other 
disease  attended  with  a  decidedly  hereditary  and 
incurable  taint,  were  known  to  prevail  in  a  State, 
laws  might  be  passed  to  prevent  marriage  with 
the  infected  persons  without  touching  any  other 
rights.     He  meant,  however,  only  to  exemplify, 
and  not  to  assimilate  the  cases — this,  he  repeated, 
being  a  peculiar  case,  and  entire  sui  generic.     He 
had  thus  far  proceeded  upon  the  supposition  that 
all  the  statutes  of  the  several  States  adduced  upon 
the  occa-sion,  were  in   themselves  Constitutional. 
But,  his  second  answer  to  this  objection  from  the 
State  laws  was,  that  if  any  of  them  went  so  far  as 
to  disfranchise  all  free  persons  of  color,  such  laws 
were  void  in  themselves.     He  had  heard  of  none 
that  did  go  that  length.     Let  us  next,  said  he,  ad- 
vert for  a  moment  to  the  suggestion  of  genllemeDj 
that  if  the  clause  of  the  constitution  of  Missouri 
should  be  found  in  discordance  with  that  of  the 
United  Sutes,  a  remedy  would  be  found  in  the 


judicial  department.    It  was,  however,  the  firs-t 
time  he  had  ever  heard  it  urged  as  a  sound  or  safe 
principle  that  the  rights,  or  even  the  claims  of  any 
portion  of  the  people  might  be  abandoned  by  the 
L^islature,  because  the  courts  could  do  them  jus- 
tice.    It  was,  indeed,  curious  to  observe  the  fluc- 
tuations of  opinion  nlative  to  the  judicial  povver 
occasioned  by  the  different  circumstances  under 
which  it  was  called  forth.     There  was  now  upon 
the  table  a  resolution  declaring  null  and  void  the 
sedition  act,  which  had  received  the  sanction  of 
two  Congresses  and  many  judicial  decisions.     In 
this  case  of  Missouri,  however,  he  insisted  that  the 
judiciary  could  give  no  adequate  relief.     The  jus- 
tice here  sought  was  not  remedial  but  preventive— 
not  to  restore  to  an  individual  violated  rights,  but 
to  place  numbers  beforehand  in  a  condition  to  ex- 
ercise them.     It  was  to  retain  (so  far  as  the  ex- 
pression of  the  opinion  of  Congress  could  do  it)  to 
all  free  colored  citizens  the  right  of  going  to  Mis- 
souri, if  they  thought  fit,  and  settling  therein,  and 
not  to  redress  the  injury  of  one  or  more  individ- 
uals who  might  be  driven  from  its  limits.     Con- 
gress was  to  settle  a  principle,  not  to  try  a  cause — 
and  if  the   principle  was  abandoned,  no  cause 
would  ever  be  tried.    What  individual  would  ever 
be  found  to  journey  through  the  immeasurable 
wilderness,  "  with  lingering  steps  and  slow,"  and 
set  his  foot  in  Missouri  with  a  certainty  of  being 
driven  back,  for  the  privilege  of  having  recourse 
to  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  at  an  expense 
entirely  beyond  his  compass,  and  beyond  the  value 
of  the  object  of  his  journey  ?    And  if  such  a  ner- 
son  could  be  found,  what  is  the  situation  of  others 
who  might  wish  to  settle  there  while  the  cause  is 
pending?     It  had,  indeed,  been  often  urged,  that 
the  Legislature  of  Missouri  might  enact  laws  to 
the  end  provided  for  in  their  constitution^  even  if 
that  instrument  had  been  silent.     Certainly  they 
might  do  so,  but  it  was  equally  certain  they  might 
forbear  thus  to  legislate.    But,  by  passing  this  res- 
olution, and  thus  giving  efficacy  to  their  constitu- 
tion, you  communicate  to  the  State  and  to  its  con- 
stitution the  whole  power  of  the  Union  for  giving 
effect  to  this  policy,  and  compel  their  Legislature 
to  pass  laws  which  they  might  otherwise  omit,  or 
which,  if  enacted,  they  might  afterwards  repeal. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  Maine  had  favored 
the  Senate  with  an  exposition  of  his  ideas  of  the 
term  citizen,  as  found  in  the  Constitution,  which 
Mr.  O.  said  he  was  not  able  to  comprehend,  but 
which,  if  he  did  understand  it,  would  enable  a 
Sute  to  disfranchise  all  her  citizens,  of  all  colors 
and  complexions. 

He  would  not  pause  to  consider  that  doctrine, 
nor,  indeed,  to  notice  all  the  suggestions  of  that 
-/v.    gentleman.     There  was,  however,  one  topic  un- 
folded by  him  to  which  he  would  for  a  moment 
advert.     The  gentleman  contended  that  our  oppo- 
sition to  the  power  of  the  States  to  exclude  persons 
of  color   from   settlement  in   their    iurisdictions 
would  operate  in  favor  of  the  slaveholding  States 
sending  away  their  freed  blacks  into  other  Sutes, 
and  that  the  Northern  States  would  be  thus  over- 
run with  their  swarms.     He  could  not  believe, 
however,  that  the  North  would  realize  their  obli- 
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gation  to  the  gentleman  for  wishing  to  prevent 
that  quarter  of  the  country  from  this  inconveni- 
ence, by  shutting  up  Missouri,  which  would  leave 
them  no  other  resort  but  the  white  peopled  States. 
But  further,  if  a  colored  man  may  become  a  free 
citizen,  he  cannot  be  sent  away ;  and,  if  not  a  cit- 
izen, other  States  are  not  bound  to  receive  him 
when  he  is  sent  away.  Mr.  O.,  however,  did  not 
admit  that  the  mere  manumission  of  a  slave  would 
make  him  a  citizen.  This  was  a  very  diflerent 
question  from  any  which  he  had  considered,  and 
it  might  be  far  from  true  that  manumission  would 
produce  any  such  effect,  and  yet  every  principle 
advanced  by  him  remains  impregnable. 

On  the  whole,  he  said,  he  had  no  ambition  to 
be  distinguished  as  a  zealot  in  the  cause  of  eman- 
cipation, or  an  advocate  for  a  sudden  change  of 
condition  in  that  unfortunate  class  of  persons  who 
were  held  in  servitude.  Much  less  was  he  inclined 
to  adopt  any  language  or  measures  tending  to 
excite  among  them  a  spirit  of  discontent,  or  to 
wound  the  feelings  or  rouse  the  irritation  or  rcsentr 
roent  of  their  owners.  The  evil  of  slavery  was 
too  profoundly  rooted  for  him  to  indicate  or  even 
imagine  its  cure. 

No  circumstances  led  him  to  regret  discussions 
affecting  the  people  of  color  in  the  United  States 
more  than  their  unavoidable  tendency  to  elicit  ob- 
servations which  might   be  misunderstood,  and 
aggravate  the  troubles  of  slavery  by  adding  dis- 
content and  vain  hopes  of  freedom  to  the  number. 
The  actual  condition  of  slaves  in  the  old  Sutes 
was  not  a  subject  for  the  cognizance  of  Congress. 
And  until  those  whom  it  immediately  concerned 
could  make  some  discovery  whereby  the  abolition 
of  slavery  could  be  effected,  he  feared  that  the 
efforts  of  others,  however  well  intended,  would  be 
worse  than  nugatory.     So  far  was  he  from  wish- 
ing it  to  be  understood  by  the  slaves  that  the  pw^ 
of  the  North  would  hold  them  justified  in  any  vio- 
lent measures  to  aturapt  the  attainment  of  free- 
dom, he  was  desirous  of  their  realizing,  what  he 
believed  to  be  true,  that  all  considerate  persons  m 
every  section  of  the  Union  would  unite  with  one 
accord  with  their  masters  in  putting  down  every 
species  of  revolt  and  insurrection,  as  pregnant  with 
dreadful  calamities  to  the  whole  nation .     This  had 
ever  been  his  feeling  and  his  language.     But,  with 
these  convictions,  he  would  strenuously  and  lor 
ever  oppose  the  extension  of  slavery,  and  all  mea- 
sures which  should  subject  a  freeman,  of  whatever 
color,  to  the  degradation  of  a  slave.    Believmg, 
therefore,  that  every  free  citizen  of  color  m  the 
Union  was  joint  tenant  with  himself  m  the  puWic 
lands  of  Missouri,  and  of  the  jurisdiction  posseted 
by  the  United  States  in  that  Territory  ubUI  it 
should  be  elsewhere  vested;  and  that,  however 
humble  and  disadvantageous  might  be  his  ^^ 
he  was  entitled  to  his  protecUon  equally  witb  tiiose 
born  to  a  happier  destiny,  he  could  not  consent  to 
an  act  which  should  divest  him  of  his  property 
and  rights,  and  interdict  him  from  even  passing 
into  a  country  of  which  he  was  a  legitimate  co- 
proprietor  with  himself. 

When  Mr.  Otib  had  concluded— 

Mr.  Barbouh,  of  Virginia,  pre^mg  that  some 
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other  gentleman  might  desire  to  deliver  his  senti-  |  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  Com- 
ments on  the  question,  moved  an  adjournment ;  i  mittee  on  Military  Affairs,  and,  having  agreed  to 
and  the  Senate  adjourned.  j  the  amendments,  the  further  consideration  of  the 

j  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 

MoNDAY,  December  11.  i  miuee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 

Mr.  Barbour  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he    incorporate  the  managers  of  the  National  Vaccine 

would  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  concerning  the    Institution  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;"  and  the 


collection  of  the  public  moneys. 

Mr.  PiNKNEY  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
Instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediencj  of  passing  a 
law  amending  or  explaining  the  jndidary  lawa  in  such 
manner  as  to  authorize,  under  such  restrictions  as  may 
be  thought  proper,  the  prosecution  of  writs  of  error,  in 
criminal  cases,  from  the  judgments  of  the  highest  court 
of  judicature  in  a  State,  in  which  any  question  has 
arisen  under  the  Constitution  or  laws  of  the  Union,  to 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  ;  and  that  the 
Mid  committee  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nicholas  Jar- 
rott;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  time  of 


further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com^ 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  contmue  in  force 
for  a  further  time  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for 
establishing  trading-houses  with  the  Indian  tribes;" 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  resolution  authorizing 
Mountjoy  Bayly  to  employ  a  person  to  attend  the 
furnace,  and  no  amendment  having  been  proposed 
thereto,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House, 
and  the  re^olution  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
holding  the  district  court  in  the  district  of  Missis-  j  Holmes,  and  no  amendment  having  been  proposed 
sippi;"  and  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  ,  thereto,  the  Pre8ide.it  reported  it  to  the  House, 
act  entitled  '  an  act  to  alter  the  times  of  the  session  '  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the  District  of  j  time. 

Columbia  ;' "  in  which  bills  they  request  the  con-  j      The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 

currence  of  the  Senate.  |  mittee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mor- 

The  three   last  bills   brought   up  for   concur-  I  gan  Brown,  and  no  amendment  having  been  pro- 

rence  were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the  second    posed  thereto,  the  President  reported  it  to  the 


reading. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the 
bill  to  incorporate  the  Columbian  Society  for  lite- 
rary purposes,  reported  the  same  with  an  amend- 
ment 

Mr.  Horsey  presented  the  memorial  of  Thomas 
Law  and  others,  citizens  of  Washington,  praying 
that  so  much  of  that  portion  of  the  public  ground 
in  the  city  of  Washington,  known  by  the  name 
of  "  Reservation  No.  10,"  as  now  remains  to  the 
public,  may  be  sold  on  condition  of  improvement ; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Alabama, 
in  behalf  of  certain  petitioners,  inhabitants  of  that 
State,  who  are  purchasers  of  public  lands,  and  who, 
from  the*great  diminution  of  the  circulating  medi- 
una,  and  the  operation  of  the  law  reducing  the 
price  of  the  public  lands,  are  unable  to  comply 
with  the  terms  of  their  purchases,  soliciting  for 
said  purchasers  such  relief  as  to  Congress  may  seem 
meet ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Robert  Purdy ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd, 
it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  oflScers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  the  late 
campaign  against  the  Seminole  Indians,  together 


House,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

ADMISSION  OF  MISSOURI. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to 
the  admission  of  the  Slate  of  Missouri  into  the 
Union. 

Mr.  Eaton,  of  Tennessee,  said,  before  the  Sen- 
ate proceeded  to  a  final  vote  upon  the  resolution, 
he  would  ask  permission  again  to  offer  the  amend- 
ment which  had  heretofore  been  submitted,  and 
rejected.  This,  he  believed,  was  strictly  in  order. 
The  rejection  of  the  proviso  being  before  the  Sen- 
ate, in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  did  not  prevent 
it  from  being  considered,  now  that  the  resolution 
was  reported  to  the  Senate.  Mr.  E.  then  offered 
the  following  amendment  to  the  resolution : 

"  Providtd,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
so  construed  as  to  give  the  assent  of  Congress  to  any 
provision  in  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  if  any  such 
there  be,  which  contravenes  that  clause  in  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  which  declares  that  "the 
citbens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges 
and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  States." 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  said,  as  the  amend- 
ment had  already  been  considered,  and  rejected 
by  the  Senate,  he  r^retted  that  it  had  been  deemed 
expedient  to  offer  it  again.  I  object  now,  said  Mr. 
K.,  as  I  have  done  before,  to  this  amendment,  be- 
cause it  declares  that,  in  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri, the  Senate  have  not  considered,  and  do  not 
pronounce  any  opinion,  concerning  the  clause  of 
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the  Missouri  constitution  which  makes  it  the  duty 
of  the  Legislature  thereof  to  pass  laws  to  exclude 
free  negroes  and  mulattoes  from  coming  to,  and 
settling  in,  Mi>souri.  This  declaration  ought  not 
to  be  made,  because  it  would  exhibit  the  Senate  in 
this  singular  .situation,  (if  his  construction  of  the 
constitution  of  Missouri  was  correct,)  that,  in 
passing  the  act  of  admission,  the  Senate  omits  to 
consider  and  to  allow  its  due  weight  to  the  only 
provision  in  that  Constitution  upon  which  the 
obligation  to  admit,  or  not  admit,  Mi.s^>ouri  de- 
pends. Mr.  K.  said  he  considered  this  proposition 
of  much  more  importance  than  the  mover  of  it 
appeared  to  do  ;  and  he  was  not  willing  to  decide 
on  it  instanter  at  any  rate. 

Mr.  Eaton  replied  at  some  length.     He  said  he 
certainly  would  be  as  unwilling  as  any  one  to 

Eress  the  consideration  of  what  he  had  submitted, 
efore  gentlemen  had  fully  made  up  their  minds, 
and  were  prepared  to  vole.     He  doubted  not,  how- 
ever, but  that  upon  this  subject  all  were  prepared. 
It  would  be  borne  in  mind  by  the  Senate  that  this 
was  not  now  an  original  proposition,  but  one  that 
had  before  been  considered  and  voted  upon.  When 
he  had  first  the  honor  of  submitting  it,  the  gentle- 
man l>om  New  York  (Mr.  Kino)  had  urged  his 
want  of  preparation,  and  on  an  application  for 
postponement  by  himself,  the  postponement  had 
been  granted.     Under  this  stale  of  things,  Mr.  E. 
could  not  perceive  any  necessity  for  further  pro- 
crastination, more  especially  wnen  it  seemed  to 
be  the  wish  of  all  to  put  an  end,  in  some  way,  to 
this  unpleasant  question.     Mr.  E.  said  as  to  the 
constilulionalily  of  the  .subject,   however   other 
gentlemen  might  be  fully  satisfied,  yet  with  him, 
and  with  others  he  believed,  the  fact  was  other- 
wise.    He  was  not  willing  either  to  affirm  or  to 
deny,  that  the  constitution  of  Missouri  was  in  strict 
conformity  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States; 
he  should  have  doubts  were  he  to  be  required  af- 
firmatively to  vote  either  way.     But  of  this  he  did 
not  pretend  to  doubt  that,  thus  situated,  thus  doubt- 
ing, it  was  his  duty  to  lean  to  the  side  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  by  his  vote  to  support  that  in.'^tru- 
ment  which  he  and  every  member  had  sworn  to 
maintain  inviolate.  The  proviso  ventured  an  opin- 
ion neither  way ;  it  was  a  protestando  in  the  true 
signification  of  the  term — the  exclusion  of  a  con- 
clusion— a  waiver  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  give 
an  opinion  either  one  way  or  the  other.     This 
being  the  object  which  he  wished  to  attain,  he 
trusted  the  Senate  would  excuse  his  again  press- 
ing on  their  consideration  that  which  had  been 
before  acted  and  voted  upon.     Encouraged  by  the 
information  that  some  gentlemen  who  had  before 
voted  against  the  proviso  had  changed  their  opin- 
ions, and  were  now  disposed  to  vote  for  it,  was 
with  him  the  inducement  for  again  venturing  to 
offer  it.     Time  had  been  afforded  to  think  fully 
on  it,  and  further  delay  he  thought  ought  not  to 
be  requested. 

Mr.  Barbour  declined  engaging  in  the  debate, 
not,  he  said,  that  he  was  unwilling  to  meet  the 
question,  but  with  a  hope  and  under  the  expecta- 
tion that  thequestion  would  be  immediately  taken. 
Mr.  Trimble,  of  Ohio,  said  it  was  not  his  wish 


to  detain  the  Senate ;  that  if  he  had  entertained  a 
wish  to  engage  in  the  discussion,  the  present  state 
of  his  health  was  such,  that  he  could  not  express 
himself  so  as  to  be  heard  by  the  Senate,  nor  could 
he  speak  at  all  without  great  pain.    He  rose,  he 
said,  to  state  an  objection  to  the  constitution  of 
Missouri,  which  had  not  been  alluded  to  in  the 
debate  on  this  resolution — an  objection  of  more 
force,  and,  in  his  view,  involving  principles  more 
important  to  the  interests  of  the  nation,  than  the 
provision  which  had  been  so  much  discussed.  The 
eighth  article  of  the  constitution  of  Missouri  au- 
thorizes the  establishment  of  a  bank  with  a  capital 
not  to  exceed  five  millions  of  dollars,  at  least  one- 
half  of  which  shall  be  reserved  for  the  use  of  the 
State.     Mr.  T.  said  he  considered  this  provision  a 
direct  and  palpable  violation  of  that  part  of  the 
tenth  section  ot  the  Federal  Constitution,  which 
provides  that  ^'  no  State  shall  coin  money,  emit 
bills  of  credit,  [or}  make  any  thing  but  eold  and 
silver  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts."    This 
important  provision  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
said  Mr.  T.,  was  intended  to  guard  against  evils 
which  might  embarrass  the  Federal  Government, 
and  prove  destructive  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
people  of  the  United  Slates.  An  immaterial  change 
in  the  form  did  not  change  the  substance.     Whe- 
ther a  bill  of  credit  is  signed  by  an  auditor,  a 
treasurer,  an  officer  of  a  State,  or  a  president  of  a 
bank  created  for  that  purpose,  the  evils  are  the 
same.     The  power  to  coin  money,  regulate  the 
value  thereof;  and  of  foreign  coin,  and  fix  the 
standard  of  weights  and  measures,  has  been  ex- 
clusively given  to  Congress.     It  was  never  con- 
templated  or   anticipated   that    these  important 
powers  should  be  rendered  nugatory  by  bank  ma- 
chinery, put   in  operation  either   by  Federal  or 
Stale  power.     Mr.  T.  said  it  was  also  his  opinion 
that  banks,  as  established  in  the  United  States, 
are  anti-republican  institutions,  which  tend  inevi- 
tably to  aristocracy. 

Mr.  Smith  said  he  would  refer  the  gentleman 
to  the  journals  of  the  last  session,  to  show  that  a 
resolution  admitting  Alabama  into  the  Union  had 
passed  without  opposition,  and  that  the  constitu- 
tion of  Alabama  contained  a  provision  for  the 
establishment  of  a  bank. 

The  Senate  then  divided  on  the  amendment, 
and  there  rose  in  its  favor  twenty-three  members, 
and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  being  on  ordering  the  resolu- 
tion to  a  third  reading,  as  amended — 

Mr.  MoRRiL,  of  New  Hampshire,  arose  and 
thus  addressed  the  Senate : 

Mr.  President :  It  cannot  be  said  by  the  honor- 
able Senate  that  I  am  in  the  practice  of  consuming 
much  of  their  time  in  debate,  or  of  frequently  ask- 
ing their  attention  to  my  remarks.  When  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Bar- 
BODR,)  immediately  after  this  resolution  was  re- 
ported by  your  committee,  intimated  a  wish  that 
the  question  might  be  taken  tvbsileniio,  I  was  grat- 
ified with  the  hope  that  the  unpleasant  subject 
would  pass  off  in  that  way.  But  as  several  gen- 
tlemen have  occupied  your  attention,  and  have 
presented  an  unexpected  view  of  the  subject,  I  am 
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inclined  to  offer  my  opinion  also.  In  doing  this, 
I  am  not  inflaenced  rrom  an  anxiety  to  make  a 
speech  before  the  Senate,  nor  from  the  pride  of 
having  the  event  announced  in  the  public  papers 
simply  for  the  perusal  of  ray  constituents.  I  would 
assure  the  Senate  I  am  not  stimulated  either  by 
pleasure  or  ambition  on  this  occasion  ;  neither  will 
my  remarks  arise  from  any  peculiar  hostility  to 
the  admission  of  Missouri  into  this  Union,  oa  such 
principles,  and  with  such  a  constitution,  as  coin- 
cide with  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  I  disclaim  sinister  motives  and 
sectional  partialities  on  this  subject,  and  declare 
myself  actuated  by  more  noble  and  important 
yiews;  and,  solemnly  impelled  by  a  sense  of  duty 
I  owe  to  my  constituents  and  my  country,  I  will 
endeavor  to  divest  myself  of  preconceived  opinions 
ou  the  subject  of  slavery,  and  avoid  any  expression 
which  may  tend  to  revive  those  unpleasant  sensa- ! 
tions  which  so  evidently  prevailed  in  this  body 
daring  the  last  session,  and  through  the  country, 
and  examine  the  subject  as  involving  a  great  Con- 
stitutional question.  The  inquiry  is  not,  in  this 
case,  whether  slavery  shall  exist  or  be  tolerated  in 
Missouri.  I  am  ready  to  admit,  for  the  moment, 
that  this  has  been  so  far  settled  by  the  vote  of  the 
last  session  as  not  to  come  into  the  present  debate ; 
but  the  passing  of  the  resolution  recognises  a  prin- 
ciple materially  affecting  the  rights  of  other  States 
and  the  privileges  of  their  citizens.  This  princi- 
ple, and  the  consequences  of  admitting  it,  will  be 
the  subject  of  my  remarks. 

Sir,  I  must  be  permitted  to  state  that  this  debate 
is  not  courted  by  Congress ;  it  is  from  imperious 
necessity  that  any  are  compelled  to  protest  against 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution  j  to  .save  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  nation  inviolate,  and  preserve  har- 
mony and  union. 

To  present  my  view  more  fully  on  this  subject, 
it  may  be  useful  to  recur  to  the  objects  of  the  Con- 
federation. These  I  discover,  in  part,  in  the  pre- 
amble of  the  Constitution : 

"  We»  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to 
form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  justice,  insure  do- 
mestic tranquillitj,  provide  for  the  common  defence, 
promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  tb«  blessiogs 
of  hberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity,  do  ordain  and 
esUblish  this  Constitution  for  the  Uaited  States  of 
America." 

"  Union,  justice,  domestic  tranquillity,  common 
defence,  general  welfare,  and  the  blessings  of  lib- 
erty secured  to  posterity,"  were  the  grand  and  pri- 
mary objects  in  esublishing  this  Constitution,  un- 
der which,  and  for  these  purposes,  the  Government 
was  organized.  The  guardianship  and  protection 
of  this,  the  charter  of  our  rights,  is  now  committed 
to  the  people  and  their  representatives  in  Congress. 
It  is,  then,  our  duty,  witn  vigilance  and  a  watch- 
ful eye,  to  mark  the  progress  of  events,  and  arrest, 
at  the  threshold,  the  unhallowed  hand  which  may 
be  raised  to  pervert  its  meaning,  misuse  its  provis- 
ions, or  tarnish  its  glory.  After  reflecting  upon  the 
.solemn  obligations  which  devolve  upon  the  mem- 
bers of  this  body,  to  examine  with  solicitude  the 
principles  and  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  and 
faithfully  and  impartially  apply  them  to  the  ex- 


isting circumstances  of  the  country,  it  would  not 
seem  strange  if  a  peculiar  anxiety  wtre  manifest 
on  their  application  to  a  case  pregnant  with  doubts 
and  fearful  apprehensions. 

Sir,  the  first  thing  when  I  entered  this  chamber, 
to  become  a  member  of  the  Senate,  was,  to  ap- 
proach your  chair,  and  take  a  solemn  oath  to  sup- 
port the  Constitution.  This  I  consider  more  than 
a  mere  formality — an  obligation  by  which  I  am 
bound,  in  my  own  conscience,  to  ^ard  with  vigi- 
lance the  general  and  particular  rights  guarantied 
by  that  instrument  to  this  privileged  nation.  It  is 
not  necessary  to  refer  you  to  the  toils  and  priva- 
tions of  past  periods  to  show  their  value.  A  mo- 
ment's reflection  upon  the  time  that  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh  visited  the  banks  of  the  Roanoke;  Cap- 
tain Smith  explored  the  Eastern  shore  from  Pe- 
nobscot to  Cape  Cod,  or  our  ancestors  landed  upon 
the  Rock  of  Plymouth,  with  some  of  the  succeed- 
ing events,  will  furnish  the  mind  with  evidence  of 
the  estimate  we  ou^ht  to  put  upon  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  the  blessings  it  secures  to  our  country. 
Forty  years  successful  experience  of  the  enjoyment 
of  equal  rights,  under  a  tree  Government,  demon* 
strate  the  advantages  of  republican  institutions. 
But,  sir,  I  waive  allother  considerations,  and  pro- 
ceed to  examine  one  point  which  attracts  our  at- 
tention and  merits  particular  notice. 

Is  there  any  paragraph  in  the  constitution  of 
Missouri  which  contravenes  any  provision  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  ?  This  will  be 
a  subject  of  inquiry. 

We  find  in  the  Constitution  of  Missouri  that, 
"  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Greneral  Assembly,  as 
'  soon  as  may  be,  to  pass  such  laws  as  may  be  ne- 
'  cessary  to  prevent  negroes  and  mulattoes  from 
'  coming  to,  and  settling  in  this  State,  under  any 
'  pretext  whatsoever.  .\o  comment  upon  this  can 
be  necessary  to  render  its  meaning  pi.'rfectly  intel- 
ligible. 

This  will  lead  me  to  inquire  into  the  duty  and 
power  of  Congress,  and  then  recur  to  this  pro- 
vision again. 

"The  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  shall 
'  guaranty  to  every  State  in  this  Union  a  republi- 
'  can  form  of  Government,  and  protect  each  of 
'  them  against  invasion."  This  is  necessary,  to 
"  insure  domestic  tranquillity,  promote  the  gen- 
'  eral  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty 
'  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity." 

It  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  see  "  that  full  faith 
'  and  credit  are  given  in  each  State  to  the  public 
'  acts,  record-s  and  judicial  proceedings  of  every 
'  other  State."  This  is  essential  "  to  perfect  the 
Union,  establish  justice,"  cement  the  bonds  of  har- 
mony, and  secure  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
existing  States.  ^^. 

By  this,  a  mutual  friendship  would  be  encour- 
aged, a  unity  of  sentiment  extended,  and  a  confi- 
dence in  the  whole  concentrated. 

Congress  have  power  to  receive  new  States  into 
the  Confederacy.  "  New  States  may  be  admitted 
by  the  Congress  into  this  Union."  In  doing  this, 
they  are  bound  to  see  that  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  individual  States  are  not  infringed.  They 
are  not  only  expected  to  secure  inviolate  the  rights 
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of  States,  but  "  the  privileges  and  immunities"  of 
their  citizens.  Among  these,  the  following  is  a 
▼ery  essential  one.  "The  citizens  of  each  State 
shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties of  citizens  in  the  several  States." 

Sir,  by  this  I  understand  that  a  citizen  in  any 
State  in  the  Union  may  pass  into  any  other  State 
in  the  Union,  and  there  enioy  "  all  the  privileg^es 
•od  immunities  of  citizens"  in  the  State  to  which 
he  removes. 

The  same  principle  I  find  engrafted  in  the  Arti- 
cles ot  Confeideration ;  by  having  recourse  to  that 
I  find  my  exposition  confirmed,  and  the  same  sen- 
timent more  fully  and  particularly  expressed. 

"  The  better  to  secure  and  perpetuate  mutual  friend- 
ship and  intercourse  among  the  people  of  the  different 
States  in  this  Union,  the  free  inhabitants  of  each  of 
these  States  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and 
immunities  of  free  citizens  in  the  several  States ;  and 
the  people  of  each  State  shall  have  free  ingress  and 
regress  to  and  from  any  other  State,  and  shall  enjoy 
therein  all  the  privileges  of  trade  and  commerce,  sub- 
ject to  the  same  duties,  impositions,  and  restrictions, 
as  the  inhabitants  thereof  respectively." 

The  express  language  of  this  section  so  perfectly 
coincides  with  the  opinion  I  have  ventured  to  ad- 
vance, that  a  comment  could  add  nothing  to  its 
perspicuity.  Could  the  term  citizen  need  exposi- 
tion, I  would  offer  one,  which,  however,  I  could 
scarcely  have  imagined,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
novel  and  fallacious  remarks  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Maine  (Mr.  Holmes.)  In  the  fore- 
going extract  we  find  the  terms  "  inhabitants,  cit- 
izens, and  people,"  used  as  synonymous. 

These  are  perfectly  well  understood  in  our  com- 
munity, and,  I  will  only  add,  take  from  the  inhab- 
itants slaves  and  aliens,  and  the  remainder  are  cit- 
izens. 

Color  does  not  come  into  the  consideration,  and 
it  has  no  share  in  characterizing  an  inhabitant  or 
a  citizen.  On  this  exposition  1  shall  rest  my  argu- 
ment. 

I  will  now  pass  to  inquire  what  are  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  re- 
specting the  powers  of  the  several  States.  These 
are  all  uniform  and  equal.  They  have  certain 
powers,  and  are  prohibited  certain  acts. 

"  The  times,  places,  and  manner  of  holding  elec- 

*  tions  for  Senators  and  Representatives,  shall  be 

*  prescribed  in  each  Slate  by  tlie  Legislature  there- 

*  of;"  and,  when  vacancies  occur,  the  State  au- 
thority may  fill  them.     But  "  no  State  shall  enter 

*  into  any  treaty,  alliance,  or  confederation ;  coin 
'  money,  or  make  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver 

*  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts  ;  or  grant  any 

*  title  of  nobility ;  or  keep  troops  or  ships  of  war 
^-'    *  in  time  of  peace." 

The  reason  is,  by  agreement,  it  is  prohibited  in 
the  Constitution,  and  in  the  same  manner  by  agree- 
ment, it  is  provided,  that  "the  citizens  of  each  State 
'  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  andimmuni- 
'  ties  of  citizens  in  the  several  States  ;"  and  they 
"  shall  have  free  ingress  and  regress  to  and  from 
'  any  other  State,  and  shall  enjoy  therein  all  the 
'  privileges  of  the  inlxabitants  thereof,  subject  to  no 
'  other  restriction  than  they  respectively"  endure. 


As  I  before  observed,  I  must  now,  for  the  piu- 
[>ose  of  comparison,  recur  to  the  provision  of  the 
constitution  of  Missouri,  which  makes  it  the  duty 
of  "  the  General  Assembly  to  pass  laws  to  prevent 
'  free  negroes  and  mtilattoes  from  coming  to,  and 
'  settling  in,  this  State,  under  any  pretext  whatso- 


'  ever." 


Believing  it  fully  demonstrated,  that  free  persons 
of  color  are  citizens,  and  conceiving  it  equally  clear 
that  some  States  in  the  Union  have  citizens  of 
this  description,  and  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  secures  to  all  the  citizens  in  all  the 
States  the  unmolested  liberty  of  migrating  to  any 
State  in  the  Union,and  there  toenjoyunrestrainea, 
the  "privileges  and  immunities"  of  the  citizens  of 
that  State,  I  ask,  is  this  restrictive  clause  in  the 
constitution  of  Missouri  compatible  with  the  ex- 
press provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States? 

I  distinctly  answer  the  question.  Sir,  it  b  not. 
But,  say  gentlemen,  "  we  must  not  examine  this 
subject ;"  there  may  be  difiBculties,  and  there  may 
not  be.  If  there  should  be  any,  submit  them  to 
the  Judiciary. 

Sir,  I  do  not  accede  to  this  doctrine.  Congress 
have  the  power  to  examine,  and  I  shall  venture  to 
exercise  it.  "New  States  may  be  admitted  by  the 
Congress  into  this  Union."  How?  By  guess,  or 
by  lot,  without  knowledge  or  reflection  ;  or  by  ex- 
amination and  legislation  ?  "  The  United  States 
shall  guaranty  to  every  State  in  this  Union  a  re- 
publican form  of  government."  How  are  the  re- 
publican features  of  the  Constitution  to  be  ascer- 
tained but  by  examination  ?  It  can  be  done  neither 
by  weight  nor  by  meastire. 

I  would  seriously  ask,  for  what  purpose  was  the 
constitution  of  Missouri  {^resented  to  Congress  ? 
We  are  led  to  presume,  for  examination  and  ap- 
probation, as  this  has  been  the  general  practice 
from  the  organization  of  the  Government  to  the 
present  time. 

If  this  were  not  the  case,  why  did  not  the  con- 
vention of  Missouri  inform  Congress  by  letter,  or 
its  delegate,  they  had  made  a  constitution,  and 
must  now  be  admitted  into  the  Union  ?  Surely 
this  would  have  been  a  very  summary  and  novel 
course,  but  no  more  exceptionable  than  to  offer  a 
constitution  without  admitting  the  libarty  of  ex- 
amining it. 

The  condition  of  Vermont  was  materially  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  any  other  State.  In  conse- 
quence of  difl&culties  subsisting  between  her  and 
New  York,  respecting  territorial  limits,  her  consti- 
tution was  formed,  and  her  government  or^nized, 
some  years  previous  to  her  admission  into  the 
Union.  But  on  her  application  by  commissioners, 
she  was  admitted  by  an  act  of  Conzress,  approved 
February  18, 1791.  "  The  State  of  Vermont  hav- 
'  ing  petitioned  the  Congress  to  be  admitted  a 
'  member  of  the  United  States,  Be  it  enacted,  Ac., 
'  That,  on  the  4th  day  of  March.  1791,  the  said 
'  State,  by  the  name  and  style  of  *  the  State  of 
'  Vermont,'  shall  be  receivea  and  admitted  into 
'  thb  Union,  as  a  new  and  entire  member  of  the 
'  United  States  of  America." 

The  district  of  Kentucky,  being  originally  a  part 
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of  Virginia,  applied  to  that  Commonwealth  for 
permission  to  form  herself  into  a  new  State,  and 
petitioned  Congress  for  admission  into  the  Union ; 
whereapon  an  act  passed  for  that  purpose.  "  Where- 

*  as  the  Legislature  of  (be Commonwealth  of  Vir- 
*■  ginia^  by  an  act  entitled,  &c.,  have  consented  that 
'  me  dbtrict  of  Kentucky,  dec,  should  be  formed 
'  into  a  new  State  ;  and  whereas  a  convention  of 
'  delegates,  dx.,  have  petitioned  Congress  to  con- 
'  sent,  dec,  that  the  said  district  should  be  formed 
'  into  a  new  State,  and  be  received  into  the  Union, 
'  by  the  name  of  '  the  State  of  Kentucky' — Be  it 

*  enacted,  Ac.,  That  the  Congress  doth  consent 
'  that  the  said  district  of  Kentucky,  dbc.,  shall, 
'  upon  the  first  day  of  June,  1792,  be  formed  into 
*■  a  new  State ;  and,  upon  the  aforesaid  first  day  of 
'  June,  1792,  the  said  new  State,  bv  the  name  and 
'  style  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  shall  be  received 
'  and  admitted  into  this  Union,  as  a  new  and  en- 
'  tire  member  of  the  United  States  of  America." 

Thus  we  see  the  formality  which  has  been  ob- 
served in  admitting  new  States  into  the  Union. 
In  no  instance  has  this  diminished,  but  in  all  in- 
stances it  has  increased.  We  will  pass  the  admis- 
sion of  all  intermediate  States,  and  come  to  that 
of  Louisiana,  which  is  directly  in  point.  The 
Territory  of  Orleans  applied  for  admission  into  the 
Union,  and  Congress  passed  an  act  authorizing 
them  to  call  a  convention  and  form  a  constitution, 
enumerating  certain  conditions  upon  which  she 
should  be  received ;  among  which  were  the  fol- 
lowing: "That,  in  case  the  convention  shall  de- 
'  clare  its  assent,  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  the 

*  said  territory,  to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitu- 

*  tion  of  the  United  Slates,  and  shall  form  a  con- 

*  stitution  and  State  government  for  the  people  of 

*  the  said  territory,  the  said  convention  is  hereby 

*  required  to  cause  to  be  transmitted  to  Congress 

*  the  instrument  by  which  its  assent  to  the  Con- 
'  stitution  of  the  United  States  is  thus  given  and 
'  declared ;  and  also  a  true  and  attested  copy  of 

*  such  constitution  as  shall  be  formed  by  said  con- 
'  vention;  and,  if  the  same  shall  not  be  disapprov- 
'  ed  by  Congress  at  their  next  session,  the  said 

*  State  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union  upon  the 

*  same  footing  with  the  original  States."   . 

Here  we  distinctly  see  that  Congress  required, 
previous  to  her  admission,  and  as  pre-requisites, 
that  the  convention  should  declare  its  assent  to  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  transmit  the  instrument  of  their  assent  to  them ; 
and,  also,  an  attested  copy  of  their  constitution, 
"and,  if  the  same  should  not  be  disapproved  by 
Coneress,"  they  should  be  admitted. 

With  respect  to  Missouri  the  law  says.  Section 
7,  "And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  case  a  con- 
'  stitution  and  State  government  shall  be  formed 
for  the  people  of  the  said  Territory  of  Missouri, 
the  said  convention,  or  representatives,  as  soon  as 
may  be,  shall  cause  a  true  and  attested  copy  of 
«uch  constitution  or  frame  of  State  government, 
as  shall  be  formed  or  provided,  to  be  transmitted 
to  Congress." 

Here,  then,  we  learn  Congress  prescribed  condi- 
tions ;  required  the  constitution  to  be  presented  ; 
leserved  the  privilege  of  examination,  and  the 


power  of  approving  or  disapproving.  For  this  I 
contend  ;  and  these  remarks  are  made  to  show  the 
propriety  and  reasonableness  of  my  claim.  This 
privilege  has  been  claimed,  and  this  power  has 
been  exercised  by  an  authority  no  more  competent 
than  that  of  the  present  Congress. 

But,  say  gentlemen,  you  must  not  examine  into 
this  subject,  but  turn  it  over  to  the  judiciary. 

Sir,  Ichoose  to  examine  f^r  myself  This  being 
my  right,  I  conceive  a  diflerent  course  needless  and 
improper.  Needless,  becamie  Congress  have  the 
power  and  ability.     This  is  delected  to  this  de- 

Cartment  of  the  Government ;  in  the  first  instance, 
y  the  Constitution  ;  and  Congress  have  no  right 
to  surrender  it.  "•  New  States  may  be  admitted  by 
the  Congress,"  and  no  other  body. 

It  is  improper,  because  it  would  perplex  a  cer- 
tain class  of  proprietors.  Apply  this  to  the  poor 
yellow  man  who  owns  land  m  Missouri.  They 
pass  a  law  prohibiting  (rve  negroes  and  mulattoes 
■from  settling  "  in  the  State,  under  any  pretext 
whatsoever."  This  is  in  force  till  nullified  by  the 
judiciary,  which  cannot  be  effected  without  an  ac- 
tion at  law.  Is  he  able  to  endure  this  excessive  bur- 
den? Who  would  undertake  it  to  get  into  Missouri? 
The  barrier  is  equal  to  an  armed  force,  extending 
around  the  whole  territory  of  the  State.  It  would 
keep  any  citizen  in  the  Union  out,  and  this  was 
the  design  of  it.  Surely,  if  thty  were  to  say, 
(which  they  could  with  equal  propriety,)  that  no 
citizen  with  a  ^ray  head  should  settle  in  Missouri, 
I  would  never  make  the  attempt.  Hence,  then, 
this  provision  in  the  constitution  of  Missouri  is 
in  direct  hostility  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Sutes. 

This,  sir,  is  distinctly  admitted  in  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  the  House,  to  whom  the  consti- 
tution was  referred.  They  say,  "  the  committee 
'  are  not  unaware  that  a  part  of  the  26th  section  of 
'  the  3d  article  of  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  by 
'  which  the  legislature  of  that  State  has  been  direct- 
'  ed  to  pass  laws  '  to  prevent  free  negroes  and  mu- 
'  latloes  from  coming  to,  and  settling  in,  the  State,' 
*■  has  been  construed  to  apply  to  such  of  that  class 
'  as  are  citizens  of  the  United  States ;  and  that 
'  their  exclusion  has  been  deemed  repugnant  to  the 
'  Federal  Constitution."  Here  the  fact  for  which 
we  contend  is  conceded  ;  and,  also,  that  there  arc 
some  "  of  that  class  who  are  citizens  of  the  United 
States."  If  this  is  not  the  case,  why  your  provi.sos  t 
Why  submit  nothing  to  the  judiciary  ?  Why 
must  there  be  a  protestando  introduced  ? 

Mr.  President,  I  proceed  to  show  the  conse- 
quences of  this  provision. 

Some  States  have  free  citizens  of  color.  Thi« 
is  the  case  in  Vermont,  New  Hampshire,  and 
Massachusetts.  In  Vermont,  there  is  a  mulatto 
man  by  the  name  of  Haines,  who  is  a  regular 
ordained  minister  in  Rutland.  He  i?  pastor  of  a 
church  and  society  of  white  people  ;  has  frequent- 
ly been  miDderator  of  the  Theological  Association 
to  which  he  belongs,  and  also  of  ecclesiastical 
councils  convened  for  the  ordination  of  ministers. 
In  fact,  his  abilities,  education,  moral  character, 
and  standing  in  society,  are  such  that  he  has  re- 
ceived an  honorary  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  from 
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the  University.  But  this  man  and  his  family,  al- 
though of  high  standiner  in  community,  and  pos- 
sessing all  the  faculties  of  citizens,  are  proscribed, 
and,  by  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  are  prohibited 
settling  in  the  State. 

In  New  Hampshire,  there  was  a  yellow  man  by 
the  name  of  Cbeswell,  who,  with  his  family,  were 
respectable  in  point  of  abilities,  prope^,  and 
character.  He  held  some  of  the  first  omces  in 
the  town  in  which  he  lesided,  was  appointed  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  for  that  county,  and  was  perfectly 
competent  to  perform  with  ability  all  the  duties  of 
his  various  offices  in  the  most  prompt,  accurate, 
and  acceptable  manner.  But,  this  family  are  for- 
bidden to  enter  and  live  in  Missouri. 

In  Boston,  is  a  mulatto  man  by  the  name  of 
Thomas  Paul,  a  regularly  ordained  Baptist  Min- 
ister, pastor  of  a  church  of  people  of  color,  at 
whose  meeting  noany  while  people  attend,  and 
who  preaches  by  exchange  or  otherwise,  with  all 
the  neighboring  ministers  of  his  denomination. 

Sir,  you  not  only  exclude  these  citizens  froin 
their  Constitutional  "  privileges  and  immunities," 
but  also  your  soldiers  of  color,  to  whom  you  have 
given  patents  for  land.  You  had  a  company  of 
this  description.  They  have  fought  your  battles ; 
they  have  defended  your  country  ;  they  have  pre- 
served your  privileges,  but  have  lost  their  own. 
What  did  you  say  to  them  on  their  enlistment  ? 
We  will  give  you  a  monthly  compensation,  and 
at  the  close  of  the  year,  160  acres  of  good  land,  on 
which  you  may  settle,  and,  by  cultivating  the  soil, 
spend  your  declining  years  in  peace,  and  in  the 
enjoyment  of  those  immunities  for  which  you 
have  fought  and  bled.  Now,  sir,  you  restrict 
them,  and  will  not  suffer  them  to  enjoy  the  fruit 
of  their  labor.  Where  is  the  public  faith  in  this  case  ? 
Did  they  suppose,  with  a  patent  in  their  hand, 
declaring  their  title  to  land  in  Missouri,  with  the 
seal  of  the  nation  and  President's  signature  affixed 
thereto,  it  would  be  said  to  them,  by  any  authority, 
you  shall  not  possess  the  premises  ?  This  could 
never  have  been  anticipated. 

But,  says  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maine, 
(Mr.  Holmes,)  "they  are  perfectly  secured  by  a 
saving  clause  in  the  constitution  of  Missouri," 
which  must  be  taken  in  connexion  with  that  part 
which  prohibits  their  settling  in  the  State.  It 
must,  therefore,  be  road :  "  it  shall  be  the  duly  of 

*  the  General  Assembly  lo  pass  laws,  to  prevent  free 
'  negroes  and  mulattoes  from  coming  to  and  settling 
'in   this  State,   under  any    pretext   whatsoever: 

*  Provided,  hoverer,  The  General  Assembly  shall 

*  never  interfere  with  the  primary  disposal  of  the 


that  Sute  ?  It  will  afford  him  no  relief.  But  '^the 
'  AssemUy  shall  not  interfere  with  any  regulation 
'  Congress  may  find  it  necessary  for  securing  the 
'  title  in  such  soil  to  the  bona  fide  purchasers." 
What  security  will  this  afford  lo  the  yellow  man 
desirous  of  settling  in  Missouri  ?  They  will  not 
destroy  his  title,  bat  they  will  not  permit  him  to 
come  into  the  Stale.  The  gentleman's  argument 
goes  upon  the  ground,  that  a  title  and  possession 
are  the  same.  This  1  do  not  admit.  It  is  a  prin- 
ciple laid  down  in  the  books,  that  one  perscm  may 
hold  the  title  and  another  the  possession  ;  and  this 
is  proved  from  daily  experience.  If  this  were  not 
the  case,  what  gives  origin  to  a  writ  of  ejectment  ? 
It  grows  out  of  the  very  circumstance  that  one 
person  may  hold  the  title  and  another  the  posses- 
sion; and  the  title  may  be  good,  but  possession 
cannot  be  obtained  without  an  action  at  law. 
The  quality  of  the  title  in  this  case  may  be  infer- 
red from  the  fact,  that,  although  the  yellow  man 
may  not  enter  and  possess  the  premises,  he  can 
transfer  his  title  to  a  white  citizen,  who  may,  with- 
out molestation,  enter  and  enjoy  the  premises. 

Then,  on  a  critical  examination  of  the  Consti- 
tution, we  find  no  relief,  but  are  compelled  to  yield 
to  the  fact,  that  free  citizens  of  some  Slates  are 
precluded  ihe  privilege  of  settling  in  Missouri;  by 
which  their  rights  are  abridged,  contrary  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
Mr.  President,  can  we  suffer  one,  even  the  mean- 
est of  our  citizens,  to  be  unconstitutionally  de- 
prived of  his  privileges?  No.  We  are  the  guar- 
dians of  his  rights,  and,  in  the  performance  of  our 
duty,  we  cannot  permit  them  to  be  infringed. 

How  was  it  with  Mr.  Meade,  who  was  unjustly 
retained  in  prison  in  Spain?    He  was  deprived  of 
his  liberties  and  immunities.     Congress  took  no- 
tice of  the  circumstance,  and  that  very  justly. 
Executive  interference  was  exercised,  and  his  lib- 
erty was  regained.     This  manifested  a  suitable  re- 
gard to  the  rights  of  our  citizens.     When  our  citi- 
zens are  taken  and  retained  by  the  Algerines,  you 
retake  or  negotiate  and  redeem  them.   In  this  case 
you  make  no  distinction  between  the  white  roan 
and  negro — they  are  both  redeemed  wiih  your  mo- 
I  ney.     When  Commodore  O'Brien  was  consul  at 
I  Algiers,  there  were  six  negroes  redeemed  at  the 
j  same  price  as  white  men ;  and  one  slave,  who  was 
1  restored  to  his  owner,  but  not  made  free.     When 
I  your  soldiers  arc  captured,  black  or  white,  you  re- 
I  deem  them.     It  is  proper  that  you  should.     These 
I  are  only  the  infringement  of  other  rights,  than 
I  those  abridged  by   the  constitution  of  Missouri. 
The  question  is  not  what  privileges  may  be  vio- 


soi 


il  by  the  United  States,  nor  with  any  regula- ;  lated,  nor  how  many,  nor  to  what  degree,  nor 


*  tion  Congress  may  find  necessary  lor  securing 
'  the  title  in  such  soil  to  the  bona  fide  purchasers." 
My  humble  opinion  is,  this  does  not  reach  the  case. 
Were  it  to  protect  patentees  of  the  Government, 
this  would  be  only  a  part  of  that  class  of  citizens 
who  are  liable  to  suffer.  But  the  fact  is,  it  will 
not  do  that.  The  law  says,  a  mulatto  man  shall 
not  settle  in  Missouri  "  under  any  pretext  what- 
soever." This  provision  says,  "  the  Assembly  shall 
never  interfere  with  the  primary  disposal  of  the 
soil."     What  has  this  to  do  with  his  settling  in 


whether  the  citizen  be  black  or  white;  but  can  we 
tamely  suffer  one  State  to  deprive  any  citizen  of 
any  of  his  Constitutional  rights  and  privileges? 

if  Missouri  can  do  this,  why  not  keep  a  standing 
army,  enter  into  a  treaty,  coin  money,  and  grant 
titles  of  nobility  ?  She  is  a  frontier  State — the  In- 
dians are  near;  it  may  be  very  convenient  to  keep 
an  army  or  make  a  treaty.  The  reason  is,  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  distinctly  savs 
she  shall  not.  And  in  the  other  case  it  expressly 
declares,  "the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  en- 
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'  titled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  the 
'  citizens  of  Missouri ;  and  they  shall  have  as  free 

*  ingress  and   regress  as  her  own   citizens   now 

*  have."     This  is  the  only  consistent  construction 
that  can  be  given  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  the  only  safe  principle  which  can 
be  adopted  to  secure  the  provisions  of  the  Consti- 
tution from  infraction,  and  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  the  citizens  of  the  several  States  from  the 
most  destructive  violation.     Admit  the  contrary 
principle,  and  each  State  becomes  a  monarchy,  or 
IS  transformed  to  despotism.     Our  dearest  privi- 
leges are  wrested  from  our  hands;  and  those  very 
rights  by  which  our  national  union,  domestic  tran- 
quillity, and  general  welfare  are  secured,  are  for- 
ever annihilated.     If  you  can  proscribe  one  class 
of  citizens,  you  may  another.      Color  no  more 
comes  into  consideration  to  decide  who  is  a  citizen 
than  size  or  profession.     You  may  as  well  say  a 
tall  citizen  shall  not  settle  in  Missouri,  as  a  yellow 
citizen  shall  not.   If  one  State  can  do  thi-<  all  may. 
The  consequence  will  be,  that  size,  profession,  age, 
shape,  color,  or  any  disgusting  quality  in  a  citizen, 
would  be  a  sufficient  rea.son  why  he  should  be 
precluded  settling  in  any  State,  which,  from  its 
pride,  caprice,  or  vanity,  are  disposed  to  k(^p  him 
out.     Sir,  under  such  a  state  of  things,  where  are 
our  liberties  and  privileges?   They  are  ded.    They 
are  absorbed  in  the  caprice  of  a  State.     Where  is 
your  "free  ingress  and  regress  from  State  to  State?" 
Your  national  existence  is  lostj  the  Union  is  de- 
stroyed; the  objects  of  confederation  annihilated, 
and  your  political  fabric  demolished. 

Sir,  I  have  endeavored  to  point  out  the  objects 
of  the  American  confederacy;  the  duty  and  power 
of  Congress;  the  duty,  power,  and  privileges  of 
States;  who  are  citizens  of  some  States,  and  the 
rights  of  our  citizens,  and  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  by  which  those 
rights  are  secured,  and  the  provisions  of  the  con- 
stitution of  Missouri;  and  have  come  to  this  irre- 
sistible conclusion,  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  secures  to  the  citizens  of  all  the 
States  in  the  Union,  "the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities of  the  citizens"  of  each  State  in  the  Union  ; 
but  Missouri,  in  her  constitution,  precludes  certain 
citizens,  in  certain  States,  the  "privileges  and  im- 
munities'" of  her  own  citizens;  therefore,  the  con- 
stitution of  Missouri  contravenes  the  express  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
For  these  reasons  I  vote  against  the  resolution. 

Su-,  a  few  more  words,  and  I  close  my  argu- 
ment. I  regret  that  I  feel  compeUed  to  offer  an 
opinion  of  the  complexion  of  this  business.  I  la- 
ment that  It  has  the  appearance  of  defiance.  I 
have  endeavored  to  put  the  mast  favorable  con- 
struction possible  upon  it,  and  it  amounts  to  a 
challenge.  Oppose  us  if  you  dare!  I  am  driven 
to  this  result  from  knowledge  and  reflection.  On 
examining  this  constitution,  I  am  sure  it  was  not 
penned  by  uninformed  men.  Aside  from  a  few 
exceptionable  parts,  it  is  one  of  the  best  constitu- 
tions I  have  ever  seen.  The  Convention  were  not 
imappnzed  of  the  feelings  excited  last  session. 
I  tie  particular  exceptionable  clause  was  not  in 
the  original  draught.  They  were  informed  bv  their 


honorable  Ddegate,  and  one  of  the  gentlemen  who 
appears  here  as  a  Senator,  that  this  paragraph 
would  be  objectionable.  But  it  is  here,  not  inad- 
vertently nor  from  necessity.  If  they  had  intended 
to  pass  a  law  similar  to  that  directed  by  this  pa- 
ragraph in  the  constitution,  they  could  have  done 
it  without  this  provision. 

Mr.  President:  Before  I  take  my  seat,  I  must  be 
pcimitted  to  make  a  few  strictures  upon  sonoe  re- 
marks which  fell  from  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Smith.)     He  observed 
that  "  negroes  and  mulattoes  are  not  citizens  of  the 
United  States."     It  is  not  my  intention   to  con- 
sume vour  time  to  demonstrate  the  contrary  of 
this ;  becau.se  it  would  not,  in    the  least  degree, 
vary  the  subject.     Our  inquiry  is,  and  it  is  the 
point  which  settles  the  question,  are  they  citizens 
of  any   particular   State?      This  point   I   have 
proved,  and  on  the  other  hand  it  is  admitted  ;  and 
if  fhey  are  citizens  of  any  one  State  in  the  Union, 
this  is  enough  for  our  purpose.     I  would  ask  my 
friend,  what  t*  the  man  in  his  country  who  is 
neither  a  >>fare  nor  an  nlien  ?     In  mine  he  is  a  citi- 
zen. The  gentleman  argued  largely  to  show  "  that 
slavery  was  tolerated  in  Republics.^'     He  need  not 
have  gone  to  Rome,  Greece,  nor  Sparta,  to  hare 
proved  this;  it  is  evident  from  our  daily  observa- 
tion, and,  of  cours<',  admitted.     But  what  is  this 
to  the  point  in  debate  ?     What  has  this  to  do  with 
the  question  whether  Missouri  has  a  Constitutional 
right  to  prohibit  free  citizens  from  settling  in  her 
Territory  ?     Does  it  follow,  because  slavery  is  tol- 
erated in   Republics,  therefore  Missouri  may  pro- 
scribe  free  citizens  ?     This  reasoning  is   neither 
conclusive  nor  convincing. 

The  gentleman  says:  "Missouri  is  now  a  State 
to  all  intents  and  purposes."  This  is  not  admit- 
ted. What  has  made  her  a  State  ?  What  is  the 
language  of  your  resolution  ?  Not  that  she  now 
M,  but  that  she  fhall  be,  a  State,  when  this  resolu- 
tion is  passed  by  both  Houses,  and  approved  by 
the  President. 

"  Be  it  resolved,  Ac,  that  the  State  of  Mi.ssouri 
*  ffhalj  be,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  one  of  the 
'  United  States  of  America."  But,  were  it  true 
that  she  is  a  State,  there  is  nothing  gained  by  it. 
Vermont  was  a  State  a  long  time  before  she  was 
received  into  the  Union.  The  question  is,  shall 
Missouri  be  admitted  with  a  constitution  which 
conflicts  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  ? 

My  friend  argues,  "we  are  bound  by  the  Treaty 
of  Cession  to  receive  her."  Admit  this.  But  in 
that  treaty  there  are  terms  and  conditions.  "The 
'  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  incor- 
'  porated  in  the  Union  of  the  United  States,  and 
'  admitted  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the 
[  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution."  Hence. 
in  her  admis.sion,  the  principles  of  the  Federal 
Constitution  must  be  observed  and  maintained  in- 
violate. This  was  the  ground  on  which  Louisi- 
ana was  received,  and  Missouri  being  a  part  of 
the  same  purchase,  she  must  be  admitted  on  the 
same  principles,  and  in  the  same  way,  and  no 
other. 

But  the  gentleman  says,  *•  States  were  admitted 
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without  presenting  their  constitution."  This  may 
have  been  the  case.  Circumstances  have  been 
different,  especially  with  Vermont ;  and  the  man- 
ner of  this  transaction  less  formal  and  correct  than 
at  the  present  time.  Because  another  State  has 
been  received,  which  did  not  present  her  constitu- 
tion, docs  it  follow  that  Congress  must  not  exam- 
ine the  constitution  of  Missouri?  It  matters  not 
in  this  ca.se  what  has  been  done ;  the  constitution 
is  here  presented  to  Congress.  "  But  you  have  no 
power  to  control  a  constitution."  For  what  pur- 
pose, then,  is  it  sent  here.  To  lie  on  our  table  ? 
Congress  had  power  to  control  the  constitution  of 
Louisiana.  Have  they  less  power  than  they  then 
had  ?  In  this  case  they  said  to  the  Convention, 
send  f  true  and  attested  copy  of  your  constitution 
here,  and  if  the  same  shall  not  be  disapproved  bv 
Congress  at  their  next  session,  the  said  State  shall 
be  admitted  into  the  Union.  This  is  all  the  power 
for  which  we  contend  ;  and  this  is  a  privilege 
which  Congress  has  had,  and  still  has,  a  right  to 
exercise. 

"  Louisiana,  Ohio,  and  other  States,  declare 
how  persons  coming  into  them  shall  obtain  a  resi- 
dence." This  we  readily  admit ;  and  against 
such  regulation  have  no  objection.  But  does  it 
follow,  because  certain  States  prescribe  condi- 
tions on  which  emigrants  shall  gain  a  residence, 
therefore  Missouri  has  a  Constitutional  right  to 
prohibit  the  citizens  of  other  States  from  settling 
in  her  territory  ?  Really  I  do  not  see  the  force  of 
the  argument. 

"  States  have  made  a  distinction  between  white 
people  and  blacks."  This  ij  very  true;  so  they 
nave  between  white  people.  South  Carolina  has 
distinguished  that  gentleman  in  giving  him  a  seat 
here,  and  that  very  justly ;  and  he  has  nobly  dis- 
tinguished himself.  And  what  i.s  this  to  the  point  ? 
"  But  in  the  Eastern  States,  they  whip  black  peo- 
ple— not  only  once  and  twice,  but  ten  times,  and 
every  ten  days."  This  may  be  true  ;  and  equally 
true,  that  they  whip  white  people  when  they  vio- 
late their  laws ;  and  continue  to  whip,  black  or 
white,  as  long  as  they  continue  to  violate  whole- 
some laws ;  and  I  suspect  will  persevere  in  the 
practice  until  they  reform  or  emigrate  to  South 
Carolina,  where  they  may  receive  better  treatment. 
Does  this  prove  any  thing  with  respect  to  the  con- 
stitutional power  of  Missouri  ? 

But,  says  the  gentleman,  "  New  Hampshire  ex- 
cludes negroes  from  training."  This  is  very  true  ; 
and  so  they  excuse  many  white  people.  This  only 
places  them  among  the  exempts ;  generally,  the 
first  class  in  society.  And  from  this  very  circum- 
stance, they  have  the  privilege  of  walking  about 
with  the  other  gentlemen  and  seeing  the  soldiers 
train.  It  neither  deprives  them  or  any  other  per- 
son of  citizenship  or  any  other  privilege. 

Blacks,  then,  are  not  degraded  in  New  Hamp- 
shire. Custom  has  made  a  distinction  between 
them  and  other  men ;  but  the  Constitution  and 
laws  make  none. 

Mr.  President,  a  few  words  in  reply  to  what  has 
fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  (Mr. 
Holmes,)  and  I  shall  have  done.  He  observed, 
purchasers  under  the  United  States  are  not  re- 


stricted. To  maintain  this  position,  he  took  occa- 
sion to  explain  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  of  Missouri,  the  incorrectness  of 
which  will  more  fully  appear  in  his  after  remarks, 
in  the  application  of  the  principle.  As  my  former 
argument  had  a  particular  allusion  to  these  opin- 
ions, any  further  refutation  is  unnecet>sary. 

This  gentleman  says,  "  the  doctrine  that  free 
blacks  have  a  right  to  enter  free  States,  is  dan- 
gerous." I  am  a  little  surprised  to  hear  a  gentle- 
n^an  of  so  much  acuteness  in  disquisition  upon 
Constitutional  law, calculating  upon  consequences 
which  have  no  immediate  connexion  with  the 
subject.  He  might  as  well  argue,  that  a  commer- 
cial enterprise  to  the  Euxine  sea,  would  be  detri- 
mental to  Massachusetts,  and  therefore  Missouri 
must  keep  all  free  citizens  of  color  out  of  her  ter- 
ritory, as  to  argue  that  if  free  blacks  may  enter 
any  free  State,  Maine  will  be  infested  with  them; 
and  therefore,  Missouri  must  prohibit  their  settling 
in  that  State. 

"A  State  may  exclude  any  person."  Here  we 
are  at  issue.  I  by  no  means  admit  the  doctrine. 
Any  State  may  regulate  tne  terms  upon  which 
emigrants  shall  become  residents ;  but  no  State 
has  any  right  to  exclude  them.  To  utterly  pro- 
hibit, and  regulate  by  law^  the  terms  of  inhabitancy, 
are  materially  and  essentially  different ;  and  one 
within  the  municipal  power  of  every  State,  the 
other  expressly  prohibited  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States. 

But,  says  the  gentleman,  "  the  Constitution 
ineaits,  when  they  get  in,  they  shall  have  privileges, 
but  they  may  be  kept  ow/."  This  is  a  little  curious, 
for  a  gentleman  learned  in  the  law.  Then,  if  a 
person  were  to  ascend  in  an  air  balloon,  at  a  small 
distance  from  the  line  of  Missouri,  and  safely  land 
within  her  territory,  the  constitution  secures  to 
him  "  privileges  and  immunities ;"  but  H  makes  no 
provision  for  his  crossing  the  line  by  land.  Under 
this  exposition,  where  is  the  "free  ingress  and  re- 
gress" of  the  citizens  of  each  State  guarantied  by 
the  Constitution  ?  Sir,  your  constitution  is  like  a 
nose  of  wax.  Your  liberties  and  privileges  are  a 
bubble.  Your  union,  domestic  tranquillity,  and 
prospect  of  common  defence,  are  prostrated  to  the 
ground.  But,  says  the  gentleman,  this  doctrine 
is  certainly  correct,  and  to  test  his  principle,  he 
adds,  "  send  a  mulatto  man  here,  should  toe  not 
feel  our  rights  invaded  ?  This  has  no  connexion 
with  the  question.  It  is  possible  some  gentleman 
might  feel  his  rights  invaded.  But  I  would  in- 
quire, in  my  turn,  tc^uU  rights  are  invaded  ?  And 
I  would  seriously  ask  the  Senate,  if  any  State  in 
the  Union  were  duly  to  elect  a  yellow  man  Con- 
stitutionally qjalified,  commission  and  send  him 
here  with  his  credentials,  you  can  exclude  him  a 
seat  ?  You  have  a  right  to  decide  on  the  qualifi- 
cations of  your  members  ;  but  color  is  no  more  a 
qualification  than  height,  profession,  or  nation. 
The  gentleman  observes,  "  a  mulatto,  though  a 
citizen  in  one  State,  going  into  Missouri,  has  no 
other  rights  than  a  mulatto  has  in  Missouri."  Here 
we  are  at  issue  again.  This  doctrine  I  flatly  deny. 
The  salubrious  air  and  fertile  soil  of  Missouri  can 
never  metamorphose  a  free  citizen  into  a  slave ; 
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neither  can  the  constitution  and  law  of  Missouri 
do  it.  Were  the  proposition  true,  then  a  blac'i  or 
yellow  free  citizen  ot  Maine,  going;  into  Virginia, 
would  be  a  slave.  A**  I  before^  intimated,  it  is  cit- 
izen only,  and  not  color,  that  comes  into  considera- 
tion, in  deciding  this  question. 

But  the  gentleman,  in  a  very  affecting  tone, 
enlists  all  our  sympathies,  in  view  of  the  conse- 
quences of  rejecting  this  unconstitutional  instru- 
ment from  Missouri.  For  these,  sir,  I  conceive 
Congress  is  not  accountable ;  and,  therefore,  such 
imaginary  phantoms  are  not  proper  subjects  of  dis- 
cussion, nor  suitable  beacons  to  direct  our  course. 
Missouri  was  permitted,  under  a  law  of  Congress, 
to  form  a  constitution,  "republican,  and  not  re- 
pugnant to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States," 
and  ''transmit  an  attested  copy  of  such  constitu- 
tion to  Congress."  It  was  expected  she  would 
perform  this  in  good  faith.  If  she  has  utterly 
failed — formed  and  presented  a  constitution  re- 
pugnant to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  unpleasant  consequences  result,  the  fault  is 
her  own.  There  cap  be  no  provision  in  the  con- 
stitution of  Missouri  inadvertently  introduced  ;  of 
course,  all  the  consequences  rest  upon  Missouri. 
These,  however,  are  not  to  come  rato  our  con- 
sideration; the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  ! 
alone  is  to  direct  our  course.  | 

But  the  gentleman  discovers  another  difficulty,  { 
in  case  this  constitution  is  rejected:  he  is  unable 
to  determine  m  what  condition  Missouri  will  be, 
whether  Territory,  or  State,  or  neither.  With  re- 
spect to  this,  sir,  I  have  only  to  observe,  if  that 
gentleman  cannot  divine,  I  presume  it  is  within 
the  scope  of  Congress,  and  merely  that  circum- 
stance would  not  convince  me  the  object  is  unat- 
tainable. 

I  would  also  add,  that  every  difficulty  of  this 
kind  which  could  possibly  have  arisen  might  have 
been  avoided  by  precautions  similar  to  those  ob- 
served by  Maine.  She.  in  the  first  place,  peti- 
tioned the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  for  leave 
to  form  a  constitution  and  independent  State. 
This  was  granted.  She  then  formed  her  consti- 
tution, and  fixed  her  election  for  State  officers 
after  the  probable  time  of  the  adjournment  of  the 
then  next  session  of  Congress.  She  presented  her 
constitution  for  the  approbation  of  Congress  and 
admission  into  the  Union.  This  was  done.  After 
she  became,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  a  State  in  the 
Union,  she  elected  her  officers,  and  organized  her 
government.  If  Missouri  had  pursued  the  same 
moderate  and  consistent  course,  there  could  have 
been  no  possible  difficulty  with  respect  to  her 
character  or  condition. 

Mr.  President,  these  being  my  views  of  the  sub- 
ject, I  close  my  remarks,  after  presenting  my 
thanks  to  the  honorable  Senate  for  the  great  can- 
dor and  attention  with  which  they  have  indulged 
me  while  I  have  occupied  their  time. 

Mr.  Macon  followed  the  above  speech  with  a 
motion  to  recommit  the  resolution  to  the  select 
committee  which  reported  it,  with  instructions  to 
strike  out  the  proviso  adopted  to-day  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Baton.  Mr.  M.  had  no  doubt  what- 
ever of  the  fropriety  of  the  naked  resolution  as 


reported,  and  was  opposed  to  the  proviso ;  he  there- 
fore proposed  this  mode  of  getting  rid  of  it. 

The  question  on  recommitting  the  resolution 
was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows : 

YiiK — Messro.  Burrill,  Dickeraon,  King  uf  New 
York,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Mill*,  Morril,  Noble, 
Palmer,  Roberts,  Ruggies,  Sunford,  Smith,  Tichenor, 
Williama  of  TenneMce,  and  Wilson  — 17. 

Nati — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Chandler,  Dana, 
Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnsun  of 
Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  uf  Alabama, 
Lloyd,  Parrott,  Pinkney,  Pleasants,  Talbot,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  Trimble,  Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabama, 
Walker  of  Georgia,  and  Williams  of  Mississippi — 27. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
resolution,  as  amended,  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time,  and  was  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Chandler,  Eaton, 
Edwards,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes 
of  Mississippi,  Horsey,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson 
of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Lloyd,  Parrott,  Pink- 
ney, Pleasants,  Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Van 
Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia,  Wil- 
liams of  Mississippi,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee — 26. 

Nats — Messrs.  Burrill,  Dana,  Dickeraon,  Hunter, 
King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Mills, 
Morril,  Noble,  Palmer,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Sanford, 
Tichenor,  Trimble,  and  Wilaon— 18. 


Tuesday,  December  12. 

Mr.  Thomas  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
register  of  the  land  office  and  receiver  of  public 
moneys  at  Shawneetown,  praying  compensation 
for  extra  services  rendered  in  the  execution  of  the 
act  "granting  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the 
purchase  of  lands  to  certain  settlers  in  the  Illinois 
Territory,"  and  of  the  acts  concerning  Shawnee- 
town; and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

xVIr.  Trlmble  presented  four  memorials,  signed 
by  a  number  of  individuals  concerned  directly  or 
indirectly  as  purchasers  of  public  lands  prior  to 
the  law  "  making  further  provision  for  the  sale  of 
the  public  lands,"  stating  that  said  law  operates 
injuriously  on  them,  and  praying  that  they  may 
be  permitted  to  apply  the  payments  already  made 
to  such  portions  of  their  entries  as  such  payments 
will  cover  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  that  the 
residue  may  revert  to  the  United  States;  and  the 
memorials  were  read,  and  severally  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  two  memorials,  signed  by 
a  iiumber  of  individuals,  of  the  same  import  and 
object  as  the  preceding ;  which  were  read,  and 
severally  referred  to  the  last  mentioned  committee. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee, 
that  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Rebecca  Hodgson,  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof; 
the  said  motion  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  yesterday,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
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amending  the  judiciary  laws  in  relation  to  writs  '  sequence  of  this  defect,  as  the  Senate  would  well 
of  error  in  criminal  cases  ;  and  agreed  thereto.        '  remember,  some  difficulty  occurred  four  years  ago, 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  '  in  relation  to  the  votes  from  Indiana.  Objections 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nicholas  Jarrott,"  were  made  to  receiving  these  votes  ;  the  counting 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com-  was  interrupted  ;  the  two  Houses  separated  ;  and 
mittee  on  Public  Lands.  although  on  that  occasion  they  again  came  toge- 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  ther,  and  proceeded  on,  and  completed  the  business 
entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  before  them,  so  happy  a  result  might  not  always 
district  court  in  the  district  of  Mississippi,"  was  be  produced.  Cases  might  occur  where  stronger 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- ,  doubts  might  exist,  or  more  excitement  prevail ; 


mittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An 
act  to  alter  the  times  of  the  session  of  the  circuit 


debates  be  protracted,  and  decisions  deferred,  and 
serious  inconveniences  or  evils  follow.  Was  it 
not  probable  such  a  case  would  occur  during  the 
present  session  ?     Would  it  not  at  least  be  prudent 


and  district  courts  of  the  District  of  Columbia,"  {  to  guard  against  danger  from  such  a  contingency? 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com-  I  Congress  has  unquestionably  the  power,  under  the 
mittee  on  the  District  of  Columbia.  !  last  clause  of  the  8th  section  of  the  first  article  of 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  !  the  Constitution,  and  he  thought  they  ought  to 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  i  exercise  it,  by  vesting  the  authority  to  decide  upon 
of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  the  late  ,  doubtful,  disputed,  or  unlawful  votes,  either  in  the 
campaign  against  the  Seminole  Indians,  and  no;  President  of  the  Senate,  the  Senate  itself,  the  House 
further  amendment  having  been  proposed  thereto,  j  of  Representatives,  or  in  the  two  Houses,  con- 
the  President  reported  it  to  the  House  amended  ;  i  jointly  or  separately.  At  least,  Mr.  W.  deemed 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  ■  the  subject  of  sufficient  importance  to  justify  the 
a  third  time.  '  inquiry  proposed  in  the  resolution  which  he  had 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  [  submitted. 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  j      Mr.  Wilson  submitted  also  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jadiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what 
amendments  are  necessary  and  pro[>er  to  be  made  to 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  relative  to  the  election  of  m 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  declaring  the  officer  who  shall  act  as  President, 
in  case  of  vacancies  in  the  offices  both  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President,"  passed  March  1,  1792. 

Both  resolutions  lie  on  the  table  one  day  of 
course. 


act  to  incorporate  the  managers  of  the  National 
Vaccine  Institution  in  the  District  of  Columbia;" 
and  the  consideration  thereof  was  further  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Columbian  Society  for  literary  purposes  ;  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  it  was 
laid  on  the  taole. 

The  resolution  authorizing  Mountjoy  Bayly  to 
employ  a  person  to  attend  the  furnace,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Holmes,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Morgan  Brown,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

ELECTORAL  VOTES. 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  New  Jersey,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Retolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any, 
what  provisions  are  necessary  or  proper  to  be  mad« 
by  law  to  meet  contingencies  which  may  arise  from 
unlawful,  disputed,  or  doubtful  votes  under  that  part 
of  the  12th  article  of  amendmenU  to  the  Constita- 
tioD  of  the  United  States,  which  relates  to  counting 
the  votes  of  the  Electors  for  the  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Wilson  said,  it  would  be  found,  on  refer- 
ring to  the  article  in  the  Constitution  alluded  to 
in  this  resolution,  that  the  provision  in  relation  to 
counting  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent is  very  general.  The  words  are,  "  the  Presi- 
'  dent  of  the  Senate  shall,  in  presence  of  the  Sen- 
'  ate  and  House  of  Representatives,  open  all  the 
'  certificates,  and  the  votes  shall  then  be  counted." 
It  is  not  said  who  shall  count  the  votes,  nor  who 
shall  decide  what  votes  shall  be  counted.     In  con- 


j  ADMISSION  OF  MISSOURL 

I      The  resolution  declaring  the  consent  of  Con- 
■  gresss  to  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Missouri 
into  the  Union  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the 
j  question  stated  "  Shall  the  resolution  pass  ?" 
I      Mr.   Trimble  observed,  in  reference  to  some 
!  remarks  between  himself  and  Mr.  Smith  yester- 
I  day,  that  he  had  not  voted  for  the  admission  of 
j  Alabama,  because  he  could  not  reconcile  the  pro- 
I  vision  in  relation  to  banks,  (with  all  the  checks 
j  and  guards  which  had  been  introduced  into  the 
!  constitution  of  Alabama  on  that  subject,)  with 
i  the  Federal  Constitution.     In  relation  to  that  pro- 
vision he  had  entertained  doubts  which  were  at 
the  time  expressed  to  some  of  his  friends.     Mr.  T. 
said  it  was  true  that  he  had  not  made  a  formal 
opposition  to  the  admission  of  Alabama,  because 
he  had  just  taken  his  seat  in  the  Senate,  and  was 
unaccustomed  to  l^islative  proceedings  ;  nor  did 
he  then  suppose  that  it  was  so  important  that  he 
should  record  his  name,  in  opposition  to  the  mea- 
sures which  he  thought  violated  the  spirit  and 
true  meaning  of  the  Federal  Constitution.     But, 
had  the  gentleman,  said  Mr.  T.,  no  other  defence 
to  set  up  for  that  article  of  the  constitution  of 
Missouri  ?    If,  said  he,  the  Federal  Constitution 
has  been  violated,  in  one  instance,  is  that  any  rea- 
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son  that  it  should  be  rivaled  in  another  ?  Can 
precedent  sanctify  a  violation  of  the  Constitution 
which  we  are  sworn  to  support  ? 

The  question  being  then  put,  the  resolution  was 
passed  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  concurrence. 


Wednesday,  December  13. 

Mr.  RuoGLEs  presented  the  petition  of  Philan- 
der Chase,  President  of  Worthington  College,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  a  donation  in  land  for 
the  use  of  said  college ;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  OF  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Siatet  .- 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  6th  of  December,  requesting  that  the  agent  em- 
ployed under  the  act,  entitled  *'An  act  authoriziog 
the  purchase  of  fire  engines  and  building  houses  for 
the  safe  keeping  of  the  same/'  should  report  in  the 
manner  stated  in  the  said  resolution  bit  conduct  in 
execution  of  the  said  act,  I  now  transmit  to  the  Sen- 
ate a  report  from  the  agent,  which  communicates  all 
the  information  which  has  been  desired. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

DSCEXBEB  12,  1820. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read,  and  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Morril,  Roberts, and  Lan- 
MAN,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of  George 
Love,  only  son  of  Thomas  Love,  deceased,  pray- 
ing compensation  for  certain  services  rendered  by 
his  father  in  the  Revolutionary  war ;  and  the  peti- 
tion was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Julia 
Plantou,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  representing 
that  she  has  designed  and  executed  an  allegorical 
painting  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  which  she  solicits 
Congress  to  purchase  ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Buildings. 

Mr.  RoBEBTs  presented  the  memorial  of  Jane 
Baker,  widow  of  Thomas  Baker,  late  a  Post  Cap- 
tain in  the  Navy,  praying  that  the  pension  which 
was  granted  to  ner  husband  may  be  continued  to 
her ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs. 

Mr.  Trimble  presented  the  petition  of  George 
Jackson,  of  Ohio,  praying  compensation  for  the 
use  of  a  wagon  and  team,  and  for  four  horses 
which  were  lost  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
during  the  late  war  ;  and  the  petition  was  read 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Lloyo  presented  a  petition,  signed  by  a 
number  of  the  citizens  of  Georgetown,  remonstrat- 
ing against  the  passage  of  the  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  to  alter  the  times  of  the  ses- 
sion of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia ;''  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia. 


Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mississippi,  communicated  a 
letter  to  him  from  the  Superintendent  of  Indian 
Trade,  enclosing  a  copy  of  his  report  in  relation  to 
Indian  trade;  and  the  letter  and  report  were  read. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Loui^ana,  gave  notice,  that 
to-morrow  he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Gabriel 
Berxat,  deceased. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  volun- 
teers engaged  in  the  late  campaign  against  the 
Seminole  Indians,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Columbian  Society  for  literary  purposes,  to- 
gether with  the  amendment  last  reported  thereto 
by  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia ; 
and  the  said  amendment  having  been  amended, 
the  further  con.sideration  of  the  bill  and  amend- 
ment wa^  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  Seuate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  yesterday,  instructing  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary to  inquire  if  any  provisions  are  necessary  to 
be  made  by  law  to  meet  contingencies,  which  may 
arise  from  unlawful,  disputed,  or  doubtful  votes, 
under  that  |)art  of  the  twelfth  article  of  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution,  which  relates  to  count- 
ing the  votes  of  the  Electors  for  President  and 
Vice  President ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  yesterday,  instructing  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  to  inquire  what  amendments  are  neces- 
sary to  be  made  to  the  act  ^'  relative  to  the  election 
of  President  and  Vice  President,  and  declaring 
the  officer  who  shall  act  as  President  in  case  of 
vacancies  in  the  offices  both  of  President  and  Vice 
President;"  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  resolutions  reported  by  Mr.  Barbour,  from 
the  select  committee  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Matthew  Lyon  relative  to  the  late  sedi- 
tion law  and  the  fines  and  penalties  incurred  un- 
der it,  were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  South 
Carolina,  with  the  consent  of  Mr.  Barbolr,  post- 
poned to  the  1st  of  January. 


Thirsdav,  December  14. 

Mr.  Thomas  presented  the  memorial  of  E.  B. 
Clerason,  praying  compensation  for  certain  ser- 
jrices  rendered  in  the  commissary's  department, 
and  in  other  stations  in  the  Army,  and  also  remun- 
eration for  certain  expenses  incurred  therein  ;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Mr.  Wilson  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
L.  Ogden  of  New  York,  on  behalf  of  himself  and 
others,  owners  of  certain  real  estate  at  Sackett's 
Harbor,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  which,  during 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  was  used  for 
public  purpases,  praying  compensation  and  indem- 
nity theretor ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Elias  Parks,"  reported  it  with  an 
amendment;  which  was  read. 


Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Eliza  Hill,  Jane 
Jervis,  and  Louisa  St.  Clair  Robb,  daughters  of 
the  late  General  St.  Clair,  made  a  report,  accom- 
panied by  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the  pe- 
titioners ought  not  to  be  granted.  The  report  and 
resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Charles  Lara- 
bee,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution, 
that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his 
papers.     The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  Canal  Company,  praying  the  aid  of  the 
Grovernment ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Gabriel  Berzat,  deceased;  and  the  bill  was 
twice  read  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Lanman,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  Was  referred  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An 
act  to  alter  the  times  of  the  session  of  the  circuit 
and  district  courts  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;" 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  the  Manar^ers  of  the  National 
Vaccine  Institution  in  the  District  of  Columbia;" 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to  Tuesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  continue 
in  force,  for  a  further  time,  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  for  ♦•stablishing  trading-houses  with  the  Indian 
tribes ;'  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  to  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Trimble  gave  notice  that,  on  Monday  next, 
he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  organize 
a  Law  Department. 

Mr.  Noble  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Re$olred,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
the  sale,  and  to  reduce  the  price  of  certain  sections  of  ' 
land,  heretofore  reserved  for  the  future  disposal  of  Con- 
gresa,  situate  and  being  within  that  part  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati district  which  lies  in  Indiana. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  to  re- 
consider the  vote  of  the  12th  instant,  on  the  reso- 
lution authorizing  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the 
Senate  to  employ  a  person  to  attend  the  furnace. 
The  said  motion  was  laid  on  the  table.  ' 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


^  Monday,  December  18. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  presented  the  petition 
of  Samuel  Tucker,  praying  compensation  for  ser- ' 
vices  rendered  as  a  captain  in  the  Navy,  prior  to  i 
the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution ;  and  the  ! 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  ' 
on  Naval  Aflfairs.  I 


Mr.  Sanpord  presented  the  petition  of  Jacob 
Barker,  of  New  York,  praying  the  interposition  of 
Congress  in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts,  tmder 
his  contracts  of  the  2d  of  May,  1814,  with  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  a  portion  of  the  ten 
million  loan,  being  part  of  the  twenty-five  millions 
authorized  by  the  act  of  the  24th  of  March,  1814; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Mr.  Hol.mes,  of  Mississippi,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Horatio  Stark,  of  Mississippi,  praying  that, 
in  consideration  of  long  military  services,  the  right 
of  entry  of  one  thousand  acres  of  land  m  Missis- 
sippi, which  may  become  forfeited  for  non-pay- 
ment by  those  who  made  the  original  entries,  may 
be  granted  to  him  at  the  present  or  former  price; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Savannah  Poor  House  and  Hospital  Society,  pray- 
ing that  the  proper  officer  of  the  Government  may 
be  authorized  to  take,  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  an  interest  of  one-half  in  the  buildings 
erected  by  them  for  the  accommodation  of  sick 
and  disabled  seamen  ;  and  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  Pleasants  presented  the  petition  of  the 
delegates  of  the  United  Agricultural  Societies  of 
Prince  George,  Sussex,  Surry,  Petersburg,  Bruns- 
wick, Dinwiddie,  and  Isle  of  Wight,  in  Virginia, 
protesting  against  any  increase  of  the  duties  at 
present  imposed  on  imported  goods;  and  the  peti- 
tion was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Perley  Keys  and  Jason  Fairbanks," 
reported  it  with  an  amendment ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  George  Love, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Park  Avery, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  16th  of  November,  to  amend  the 
act  allowing  compensation  to  the  members  of 
Congress,  so  as  to  reduce  the  per  diem  to  six 
dollars;  and  it  was  further  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  the  14th  instant,  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  the  sale,  and  to  reduce  the  price  of 
certain  sections  of  land,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Charles  Larabee;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to  Wednes- 
day next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
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the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  Eliza  Dili,  Jane  Jervis,  and  Lou- 
isa St.  Clair  Robb,  daughters  of  the  late  General 
Arthur  St.  Clair;  and  in  conformity  therewith 
resolved,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Columbia  Society  for  literary  purposes,  to- 
gether with  the  amendment  last  reported  thereto 
by  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia ; 
and  the  consideration  thereof  was  further  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Elias  Parks,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ment reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  of  Claims ; 
and,  having  agreed  to  the  amendment,  the  Presi- 
dent reported  it  to  the  House  amended  according- 
ly ;  and  the  amendment  being  concurred  in,  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third 
time  as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  alter  the 
times  of  the  session  of  the  circuit  and  district 
courts  in  the  District  of  Columbia  j"  and  the  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  to  Wesdnesday 
next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
announced  to  the  Senate  the  death  ot  Nathaniel 
Hazard,  late  a  member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives from  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantations,  and  that  his  funeral  will 
take  place  this  day  at  two  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hunter,  it  was 

Re$olved,  unanimously.  That  the  Senate  will  at* 
tend  the  funeral  of  Nathaniel  Hazard,  late  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Represeotativeg  from  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  this  day  at 
two  o'clock  ;  and  as  a  testimony  of  respect  for  the 
memory  of  the  deceased,  they  will  go  into  mourning, 
and  wear  a  black  crape  round  the  left  arm  for  thirty 
days. 


Tuesday,  December  19. 

Mr.  Wilson  presented  the  petition  of  Elisha 
Gordon,  of  New  Jersey,  l^al  representative  of 
Patience  Gordon,  deceased,  praying  payment  of 
a  loan  office  certificate  issued  to  the  said  Patience 
in  her  life  time,  by  the  loan  officer  of  New  Jersey, 
and-which  is  now  lost;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  L. 
Ogden,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  others,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Ogden  and 
others;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  DiCKERSON,  from  the  Joint  Library  Com- 
mittee, made  a  report ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  JouNSON,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motions  for  consideration : 

Reaohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instructed  to  Loqu'ue  into  the  expediency  of  confirming 


to  the  inhabitants  of  the  counUaa  of  Attakapas,  Opc- 
lousas,  and  Avoyelles,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  their 
claim  to  the  common  use  of  all  cypress  and  cypre« 
swamps  within  the  limits  of  those  counties. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  which  have 
occasioned  the  delay  in  surveying  the  public  lands  and 
private  claims  within  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  into 
the  expediency  of  modifying  existing  laws  on  that 
subject,  BO  as  to  facilitate  the  surveying  of  those  lands. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  Committee  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making,  by  law,  such  provision  as 
may  be  deemed  essential,  to  cause  patents  to  be  issued 
for  all  private  land  claims  within  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana, which  have  been  legally  confirmed  ;  and  into  the 
expediency  of  making  further  provision  for  compen- 
sating the  principal  deputy  surveyors  of  Louisiana, 
for  the  services  required  of  them. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  Gabriel  Berzat,  de- 
ceased, reported  it  without  amendment. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Margaret 
Perry,"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  William  Mcintosh ;"  in  which  bills  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Elias  Parks,"  having  been  engrossed, 
the  bill  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and 
passed. 

CONGRESSIONAL  COMPENSATION. 

The  Senate,  agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  following 
resolution,  introduced  by  Mr.  Burrill,  of  Rhode 
Island,  on  the  16th  ultimo  : 

Resolved,  That  the  act  entitled  "An  act  allowing 
compensation  to  the  members  of  the  Senate,  members 
of  the  House  of  Kcpresentntives  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  the  delegates  of  the  Territories,  and  repealing 
all  other  laws  on  the  subject,"  passed  at  the  first  ses- 
sion of  the  fifteenth  Congress,  ought  to  be  so  altered 
and  amended  that  the  compensation  to  the  members 
and  delegates  aforesaid  shall  hereafter  be  aix  dollars 
for  each  day's  attendance,  and  aix  dollars  for  every 
twenty  miles'  travel,  instead  of  the  compensation  now 
allowed  by  said  act ;  and  that  it  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee, to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  for  altering  and 
amending  said  act  accordingly. 

Upon  the  merits  of  the  proposition,  and  of  the 
several  motions  made  in  the  course  of  its  consider- 
ation, a  spirited,  good  tempered,  and  interesting 
debate  took  place,  occupying  more  than  three  hours. 
The  following  embraces  a  statement  simply  of  the 
proceedings  and  of  the  names  of  those  gentlemen 
who  took  part  therein  : 

The  resolution  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Bur- 
rill and  Roberts,  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  and  Dana;  and  Mr.  J. 
concluded  his  remarks  by  moving  to  postpone  the 
resolution  to  the  second  Monday  of  January  next. 

The  postponement  was  supported  by  the  mover, 
and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Macon,  Dana,  and 
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Burrill  ;  and  negatived  by  yeas  and  nays :  For 
the  postponement  16  ;  against  it  20. 

Mr.  MoRRiL  moved  to  postpone  the  resolution 
to  Monday  next,  for  reasons  wnich  he  stated  ;  and 
it  w^s  opposed  by  Mr.  Wilson.  The  motion  was 
negatived,  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Dana  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  word  Resolved,  and  insert- 
ing the  following  substitute : 

"  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  propriety  of  reducing  the  allowances  authorized  by 
the  act  entitled  '  An  act  allowing  compenoation  to  the 
members  of  the  Senate,  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  and  to  the  dele- 
gates of  the  Territories,  and  repealing  all  other  laws 
on  the  subject,'  with  the  allowances  to  the  officers  of 
the  respective  Houses  of  Congress;  and  also  reducing 
the  allowances  made  by  law  to  the  principal  and  other 
officers  in  each  of  the  Executive  Departments ;  and 
that  the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 


wise. 


Mr.  Roberts  required  a  division  of  the  question ; 
and  it  being  accordingly  first  taken  on  striking  out, 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — ayes  23. 

Considerable  debate  followed  on  the  relative 
merits  of  this  amendment  and  the  original  resolu- 
tion, in  which  the  amendment  was  advocated  by 
Messrs.  Dana,  JouN80N,of  Kentucky,  and  Chand- 
ler, and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Burrill  and 
Roberts  ;  in  the  course  of  which 

Mr.  Burrill  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  amend- 
ment so  much  as  relates  to  the  salaries  of  the  ex- 
ecutive officers,  wishing  to  encumber,  and  there- 
fore endanger,  the  main  object  as  little  as  possible. 

The  motion,  after  considerable  discussion,  was 
decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

YsAS- — Messrs.  Burrill,  Dickcrson,  Eaton,  Hunter, 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  New  York,  Lowrie, 
Roberts,  Krggles,  SanforJ,  Smith,  Thomas,  and  Wil- 
son— 14. 

Nats — Me^8^s.  Chandler,  Dana,  Edwards,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  King  of  Alabama,  Macon,  Mor- 
ril.  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Pleasants,  Talbot,  Taylor, 
Tichenor,  Trimble,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of 
Georgia,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee — 22. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Dana,  it  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  resolution, 
as  amended,  was  then  agreed  to  by  the  following 
vote: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Burrill,  Chandler,  Dana,  Dickerson, 
Edwards,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes 
of  Mississippi,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson 
of  Louisiana,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Morril,  Noble,  Palmer, 
Parrott,  Pleasants.  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Smith, 
Talbot,  'I'aylor.  Thomas,  Tichenor,  Trimble,  Walker 
of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia,  and  Williams  of 
Tennessee — 32. 

Nats — Messrs.  Eaton,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
New  York,  and  Mills— 4. 

Messrs.  Dana,  Burrill,  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 
Roberts,  and  Smith  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee; and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  December  20. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  William  Pancoast,  representing  that,  in 


consequence  of  there  being  no  land  office  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  for  that  purpose,  he  is  unable 
to  obtain  a  right  to  certain  vacant  lands  discov- 
ered by  him  within  said  District  in  the  year  1799, 
and  praying  relief;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  Thomas  Shields,  a  purser  in  the  Navy, 
praying  remuneration  for  certain  losses  sustained 
by  him  whilst  in  the  New  Orleans  station,  in  the 
Winter  of  1814  and  1815 ;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
A  flairs. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  four  memorials,  signed  by 
a  number  of  individuals,  concerned  directly  or  in- 
directly as  purchasers  of  public  lands  prior  to  the 
law  "  making  provision  for  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands,"  stating  that  said  law  operates  injuriously 
upon  them,  and  praying  that  they  may  be  permit- 
ted to  appiv  the  payments  already  made,  to  such 
portions  of  their  entries  as  such  payments  will 
cover  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  that  the  residue 
may  revert  to  the  United  States ;  and  the  memo- 
rials were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  made  in  obedience  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  of  the  30th  of  November,  on 
the  petition  of  Eleanor  Lawrence;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Presley 
Kemper,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Affairs,  to  whom  the  subiect  was 
referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of 
the  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Trimble,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  lay 
out  a  canal  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  submitted  the  following 
motion  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Finance  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  what  diminutions  and  alterations 
may  be  made  in  the  compensations  to  officers  of  the 
customs. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  made  an  unfavorable 
report  on  the  petition  of  Horatio  Stark,  late  an 
officer  in  the  Army,  praying  to  be  allowed  to  en- 
ter one  thousand  acres  of  public  land  at  the  mini- 
mum price,  in  consideration  of  his  military  ser- 
vices from  1801  to  1815,  when  he  was  disbanded 
without  receiving  more  advance  than  officers  of 
younger  standing. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  to  amend  the  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Henry 
Willis. 
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Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  offered  some  amend- 
ments, intended  to  secure  more  completely  the  res- 
ervations made  by  the  United  States  of  public 
lands,  from  the  location  intended  by  the  act  to.  be 
allowed  to  the  persons  concerned  ;  when,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Eaton,  the  bill  was  recommitted  to 
tbe  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  SANFORn,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  President 
and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates, 
reported  the  following  bill,  which  received  the  first 
reading : 

Be  it  enacted,  4-c.,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
Director*  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtei  to  appoint 
an  agent  and  a  register ;  and  that  all  bill*  and  notes 
of  the  said  corporation,  issued  after  the  first  appoint- 
ment of  such  agent  and  register,  shall  be  signed  by  the 
agent,  and  countersigned  by  the  register;  that  such 
billi  and  notes  shall  have  the  like  force  and  effect  aa 
the  bills  and  notes  of  the  said  corporation  which  are 
now  signed  by  the  president,  and  countersigned  by  the 
cashier,  thereof;  and  that,  as  often  as  an  agent  or  a 
register  of  the  said  corporation  shall  be  appointed,  no 
note  or  bill,  signed  by  an  agent,  or  countersigned  by  a 
register,  shall  be  issued,  until  public  notice  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  such  agent  or  register  shall  have  been 
previously  given,  for  ten  days,  in  two  gazettes  printed 
at  the  City  of  Washington. 

Skc.  t.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  pre- 
sident, director,  cashier,  or  other  officer  or  servant  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  of  its  offices, 
•hall  fraudulently  convert  to  his  own  use  any  money, 
bill,  note,  security  for  money,  evidence  of  debt,  or  other 
effects  whatever,  belonging  to  the  said  bank,  such  per- 
son tihall,  upon  due  conviction,  be  punished  by  im- 
prisonment, not  eiceeding  three  years,  and  by  stand- 
ing in  it  pillory  not  more  than  three  times  in  open  day, 
in  some  public  place,  during  one  hour  at  a  time ;  which 
standing  in  a  pillory,  when  inflicted  more  than  unc«, 
shall  be  on  different  days. 


Carotins,  thb  day  at  three  o'doak ;  and,  as  a  testi- 
mony of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  they 
will  go  into  mourning,  and  wear  a  black  crape  round 
the  leA  arm  for  thirty  days. 


Thursday,  December  21. 

MoNTFORT  Stokes,  from  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  attended. 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  amend  the  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Henry  Willis," 
reported  the  same  with  amendments,  wnich  were 
read,  and  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ; 
and  having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  reported 
to  the  House,  amended  accordingly ;  and  the 
amendments  having  been  concurred  in,  they  were 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
announced  to  the  Senate  the  death  oi  Jesse  Slo- 
CDMB,  late  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives from  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  that 
his  funeral  will  take  place  this  day  at  3  o'clock. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Macon,  it  was 

Reaolved,  unanimously.  That  the  Senate  will  attend 
the  funeral  of  Jesse  Slocumb,  late  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  from   the  State  of  North 


Friday,  December  22. 

Mr.  Pleasants  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Roanoke  Agricultural  Society,  praying  that  do 
additional  duties  may  be  imposed  on  imported 
goods ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures. 

Mr.  Chandler  presented  the  petition  of  Nathan 
McWarren,  praying  to  be  allowed  pay  for  the 
time  he  was  deUined  as  a  prisoner  by  the  enemy 
in  the  late  war ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Eleanor  Lawrence,  and  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  thereon,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Retolved,  That  the  claim  of  the  petitioner  ought  to 
be  liquidated  and  paid  by  the  War  Department,  and 
for  that  purpose  no  act  of  Congress  is  necessary. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Morril  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

ReMoived,  That  the  Committee  of  Penaions  bo  di- 
rected to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending 
the  law  regulating  pensions,  that  the  heirs  of  non- 
commissioned officers  and  soldiers  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  who  have  deceased  while  in  actual  ser- 
vice, since  the  close  of  the  last  war,  or  who  may  here- 
after decease  whde  in  actual  service,  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  five  years  half  pay,  under  such  regulations 
as  the  Secretary  of  War  may  prescribe. 

Mr.  LowRiE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Daniel 
W.  Coxe,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
confirming  the  title  of  the  Marquis  dc  Maison 
Rouge ;  and  the  report  and  bill  were  read,  and  the 
bill  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition  of  George 
Love,  and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  resolved 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Pensions,  on  the  petition  of 
Park  Avery  ;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  re- 
solved, that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not 
to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  proc(^ed  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  on  the  petition 
of  Horatio  Stark;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith, 
resolved,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Presly 
Kemper;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postpone  d  to  Tuesday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
the  19th  instant,  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ol 
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confirming  to  certain  inhabitants  of  Louisiana  the 
use  of  the  cypress  and  the  cypress  swamps  ;  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
the  I9th  instant,  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the 
delay  in  surveying  the  public  and  private  land 
claims,  and  into  the  expediency  of  modifying  the 
existing  laws  on  that  subject,  so  as  to  facilitate  the 
surveying  of  those  lands  in  Louisiana ;  and  the 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
the  19th  instant,  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  to  inquire  what  provisions  are  ne- 
cessary to  cause  patents  to  be  issued  for  all  con- 
firmed private  land  claims,  and  what  further  pro- 
vision is  necessary  for  compensating  the  principal 
deputy  surveyors  in  Louisiana,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
the  20th  instant,  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Finance  to  inquire  what  diminutions  or  alterations 
may  be  made  in  the  compensation  to  officers  of  the 
customs  ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  was  read  the  second  time  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finances. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Ogden  and 
others  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  therelief  of  Mar- 
garet Perry,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Mcintosh,"  was  read  the  second  lime,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  trade 
with  the  Indian  tribes  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  amend  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  Hinry  Willis," 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  the  t'lird  time  as 
amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  t«r1imend  the  act 
to  alter  the  terms  of  the  circuit  court  of  Wash- 
ington county,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  (to  in- 
termit the  December  term  thereof,  in  consequence 
of  the  new  arrangement  of  the  terms,)  was  taken 
up. 

Some  debate  took  place  on  this  bill ;  in  which 
Mr.  Lanman  stated  the  facts  coming  within  the 
knowledge  of  the  committeeto  which  the  bill  had 
been  referred.  Mr.  Roberts  opposed,  and  Messrs. 
Otis,  Holmes,  and  Dana  favored  the  bill.  After 
an  unsuccessful  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  to  post- 
pone the  bill  indefinitely,  it  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Lanman  movedf  that  the  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  to-day,  inasmuch  as  the  term  to  be  suspend- 
ed would  commence  on  Monday  next,  and  the 
bill  therefore  would  be  ineffectual  unless  passed 
promptly. 

Mr.  Roberts  objected  to  this  motion,  and  it 
was  therefore  negatived,  the  rales  of  the  Senate 
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requiring  an  unanimous  consent  to  a  third  rending 
to-day. 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn  to  Tuesday,  but 
it  was  negatived,  (with  the  view,  it  was  under- 
stood, of  meeting  to-morrow,  for  the  purpose  of 
passing  the  bill  just  under  consideration ;)  and 
then  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


Saturday,  December  23. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  State  of  Missouri,  in  behalf  cf  the 
purchasersof  public  lands  in  Missouri,  praying  that 
a  law  may  pass  authorizing  all  persons  who  have 
purchased  a  quarter  section  or  more  of  land  to  ap- 
ply the  payments  made  to  any  one  or  more  sec- 
tions, quarter  or  half-quarter  sections,  so  as  to 
complete  the  payments  for  said  sections  or  parts 
of  sections,  and  to  release  the  purchasers  from  the 
remainder  ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  San  FORD  presented  the  petition  of  Jacob 
Barker,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  that  the 
existing  differences  with  theTrea.sury  Department, 
in  relation  to  his  contract  for  a  portion  of  the  loan 
of  1814,  may  be  referred  to  the  Supreme  Court  j 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  gave  notice  that,  on 
Tuesday  next,  he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  m  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Hoffman. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  19th  instant  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  causes 
of  the  delay  in  surveying  the  public  and  private 
land  claims,  and  into  the  exf)ediency  of  modifying 
the  existing  laws  on  that  subject,  so  as  to  facilitate 
the  surveying  of  those  lands  in  Louisiana,  and  it 
was  amended  and  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Revived,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
modifying  the  existing  laws  in  relation  to  the  sur- 
veying ot  the  public  lands  and  private  claims 
within  the  State  of  Louisiana,  so  as  to  facilitate 
the  surveying  of  those  lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act,  en- 
titled 'An  act  to  alter  the  limes  of  the  session  of 
the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,"  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Tuesday  next 


Toesday,  December  26. 
DEATH  OF  Ma.  BURRILL. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  having  been  read — 
Mr.  Hunter,  of  Rhode  Island,  rose,  and,  with 
much  emotion,  said,  he  had  to  perform  a  melan- 
choly, and,  to  him,  truly  distressing  duty.  His 
friend  and  worthy  colleague,  the  Honorable  James 
Burrill,  Jr.,  had  departed  this  life  about  tea 
o'clock  last  night,  and  it  devolved  upon  him  to 
announce  the  painful  event  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Dana, t)f  Connecticut,  said,  the  serious  loss 
which  had  just  been  announced  must  be  extremely 
felt  by  the  Senate,  and  he  could  not  doubt  its  dis- 
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position  to  manifest  every  regard  for  the  memory 
of  the  deceased,  and  every  respect  towards  his 
remains.  He  therefore  offered  the  following  res- 
olution : 

Resohtd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  Uke 
order  for  aufMrintending  the  funeral  of  the  HoDor&ble 
James  BarrilU  Jr^  and  that  the  Senate  will  attend  the 
same ;  and  that  notice  of  the  event  be  given  to  the 
HooM  of  Representatives. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted,  and 
Messrs.  Macon,  Dana,  CHANnLEB,  Holmes,  of 
Maine,  and  Pahrott,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee accordingly. 

On  the  further  motion  of  Mr.  Dana,  it  was — 

Biaohed,  unanimotulv.  That  the  members  of  the 
Senate,  from  a  sincere  desire  of  showing  every  mark 
of  respect  due  to  the  memory  of  the  Honorable  James 
Barrill,  Jr.,  deceased,  late  a  member  thereof,  will  go 
into  mooming  for  him  one  month,  by  the  usual  mode 
of  wearing  crape  round  the  left  arm. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dana,  it  was — 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That,  as  an  additional 
mark  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  Hon.  James 
Burrill,  Jr.,  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned  accordingly,  to  one 
o'clock  to-morrow.  • 


WEnNEsnAY,  December  27.       - 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Hunteb — 

Resolved,  Tbit  the  President  of  the  Senate  be  re« 
quested  to  notify  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Rhode 
Islaod  and  Providence  Plantations,  of  the  death  of 
James  Burrill,  Jr.,  late  a  Senator  of  the  United  States 
from  that  State. 


THURsnAY,  December  28. 

Mr.  Sanporo  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  praying  that  the  land  ceded  by 
them  m  the  year  ld08,  to  the  United  States,  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  military  works  thereon, 
may  revert  to  the  Corporation,  and  that  the  said 
works  may  be  removed  at  tne  expense  of  the 
United  States ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  John  W.  McGirk,  of  Missouri,  praying 
to  be  allowed  the  risht  of  pre-emption  to  certain 
public  lands ;  and  trie  petition  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  RuooLEs  presented  two  memorials  signed 
by  a  number  of  individuals  concerned  directly  or 
indirectlv  as  purchasers  of  public  lands  prior  to 
the  law  ''  makioK  further  provision  for  the  sale  of 
the  public  lands,"  stfttioff  that  said  law  operates 
iajuriously  on  them,  and  praying  that  they  may 
be  permitted  to  apply  the  payments  already  made 
to  such  portions  of  their  entries  as  such  pavmentii 
will  cover  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  tnat  the 
residue  may  revert  to  the  United  Slates;  and  the 
memorials  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Thomas  presented  a  memorial  signed  by  a 
number  of  individuab,  of  the  same  import  and 


object  as  the  preceding ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  Paul  Laausse,and  F.  Bailly  Blanchard, 
merchants  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  prayinjj 
that  a  law  may  pass  ^nting  to  them  the  benefit 
of  drawback  ou  certain  merchandise  exported  by 
them  in  1819,  which  is  withheld  from  them  in 
consequence  of  their  having  neglected  to  take  the 
"export  oath,"  within  the  prescribed  time;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Smith,  junior,  of  Charleston,  praying  to  be  re- 
leased from  the  payment  of  the  interest  accrued  on 
a  debt  due  the  United  Slates  by  N.  Ingraham  and 
Son,  late  navy  agents  at  Charleston,  and  for 
which  he  is  responsible  as  one  of  their  sureties ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  petition 
signed  by  certain  inhabitants  or  Kentucky,  nolders 
01  land  warrants  to  be  locate'd  in  the  Virginia 
military  district  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  an 
extension  of  the  time  for  locating  said  warrants ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Thomas  H.  Boyles,  praying  that  a  Uw 
may  be  passed  directing  a  patent  to  be  issued  to 
him  for  certain  lands  ;  and  the  peation  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mississippi,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  William  Doak,  keeper  of  a  puNic  house 
on  the  road  through  the  Indian  nations  between 
Natchez  and  the  State  of  Tennessee,  praying  that 
the  right  of  pre-emption  may  be  grant^  to  him 
for  a  tract  ot  land  of  one  mile  square  so  as  to  in- 
clude his  improvements ;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Mavor  and  Aldermen  of  the  city  of 
Mobile,  praying  toe  grant  of  certain  public  groimds 
therein  for  the  use  of  the  Corporation ;  and  the 
memorial  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Thomas  Shields,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by 
a  bill  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money 
to  Thomas  Shields ;  and  the  report  and  bill  were 
read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Hoflipan ; 
which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  gave  notice,  that, 
to-morrow,  he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  John  Coffee. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  a  map  to  be  snnexrd  to  the  patent  of  each  sol- 
dier,  designating  the  survey  in  which  his  portion  is 
located,  provided  the  same  shall  not  cost  ths  Govern- 
ment more  than  twenty-five  cenU  p«r  map. 
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The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
the  22d  instant,  directing  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  to 
the  heirs  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  sol- 
diers, who  have  deceased  while  in  actual  service, 
five  vears  half  pay ;  and  disagreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 
of  Presley  Kemper ;  and  the  consideration  there- 
of was  further  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  confirming  the  title  of  the  Marquis  de 
Maison  Rouge  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Columbian  Society  for  literary  purposes,  to- 
gether with  the  amendment  last  reported  thereto 
by  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia ; 
and  the  consideration  thereof  was  further  post- 
poned to  Tuesday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Perley  Keyes  and  Jason  Fairbanks," 
together  with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by 
the  Committee  of  Finance,  and  the  said  amend- 
ment having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  reported 
to  the  House  amended  accordingly ;  and  theainend- 
ment  having  been  concurred  in,  was  ordered  to 
*  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  the  managers  of  the  National 
Vaccine  Institution  in  the  District  of  Columbia  ;" 
and  the  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to 
Wednesday  next. 

PUBLIC  LANDiJ. 

Mr  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief^of  the  purchasers  of  public 
lands  prior  to  the  first  day  of  July,  1820;  which 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  is  as  follows : 

Be  it  enacted,  4re.,  That,  in  all  cases  where  lands 
have  been  purchased  from  ths  United  States  prior  to 
the  1st  day  of  July,  1830,  it  shall  bs  lawful  for  any 

such   purrh^ser,  on   or  before  the day  of , 

1881,  to  file  with  the  register  of  the  land  office  where 
aoy  tract  of  land  has  been  purchased,  a  relinquish- 
ment in  writing,  of  any  legal  subdivision  of  the  Isnd 
so  purchased,  upon  which  the  wbols  purchase  money 
has  not  been  paid ;  and  all  sums  paid  on  account  of 
the  part  relinquiabrd  shall  be  applied  to  the  discharge 
of  aoy  instalments  which  may  be,  or  shall  hereaAer 
bscoms  dus  snd  payable  upon  such  part  of  land  so 
purchased,  as  shall  not  have  been  relinquished  under 
the  foregoing  provision  :  Provided,  That  the  right  of 
relinquishment  hereby  given  shall  in  no  ca|e  be  ex- 
ercised so  as  to  require  any  repayment  from  the  United 
States. 

Ssc.  *i.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all  cases 
where  the  payment  of  the  whole  sum  dus  from  the 
purchaser  of  any  tract  of  land  from  the  United  Stales. 

aforesaid,  shall  be  made  on  or  before  the day  of 

,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-one,  a  deduction 

at  the  rats  of per  cent,  shall  be  allowed  upon 

such  paymaots. 


Sic.  3.  And  be  ii  further  enacted,  That  all  aums 
due,  or  which  may  hereafter  become  doe,  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  on  account  of  any  purchase  of  public  land, 

heretofore  made,  after  the day  of ,  eighteen 

hundred  and  tweoty-one,  may  be  discharged  by  ■■ 
equal  annual  instalments,  which  shall  be  paid  on  or 
before  the  day  and  month  in  each  successive  year, 
upon  which  the  several  purchases  were  made  :  Pro- 
vided, That  any  purchaser  of  public  land,  who  shall 
accept  of  the  foregoing  condition,  shall,  on  or  before 
the day  of ,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
one,  file,  with  the  register  of  the  land  office  where 
any  tract  of  land  has  been  purchased,  subject  to  ths 
said  condition,  a  written  declaration  of  his  acceptance 
of  the  terms  therein  prescribed:  And  provided,  also, 
That  if  any  purchaser  of  public  land  who  shall  have 
filed  such  declaration,  shall  fail  to  make  the  payments 
required  in  thii  section,  in  conformity  with  the  provi- 
sions thereof,  he  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  conditions  of 
the  original  contract  and  purchase;  and  if  such  failure 
shall  occur  after  the  time  within  which  the  whole  pur- 
chase money  should  have  been  paid  to  the  United 
States,  the  tract  or  tracts  of  land  upon  which  the  in- 
stalments aforesaid  shall  not  have  been  paid,  shall  bs 
deemed  and  held  to  be  forfeited  to  the  United  States, 
and  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had  that  are  pre- 
scribed by  the  existing  laws  in  relation  to  Isnds  for- 
feited to  the  United  States. 

Ssc.  4.  And  be  ii  further  enacted,  That  any  pur- 
chaser of  public  land  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  comply 
with  the  conditions  prescribed  by  either  of  the  forego- 
ing sections  of  this  act,  shall  not  be  liable  to  pay  any 
interest  which  shall  have  accrued  to  the  United  States 
on  the  purchase  of  any  tract  of  public  land,  but  the 
same,  in  all  such  cases,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  de- 
clared to  be,  remitted. 


Friday,  December  29. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Daniel  McDuff;"  and,  also,  a  bill  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  establish  a  port  of  entry  in  the 
district  of  Sanduskv,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and 
for  other  purposes  ;'*  in  which  bills  they  requeat 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  brought  up  for  coocurreooe 
were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition  o£  Alexander 
Gardner,  of  Massachusetts,  praying  an  increase  of 
his  pension ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Mills  presented  the  memorial  of  sundry 
oflicers  of  the  Revolutionary  army,  praying  that 
the  half  pay  granted  by  a  resolve  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary Congress  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  that 
army  may  be  continued  to  them  during  life;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Trimble  presented  three  memorials  signed 
by  a  number  of  individuals  concerned  directly  or 
indirectly  as  purchasers  of  public  lands  prior  to 
the  law  "  making  further  provision  for  the  sale  of 
the  public  lands,"  stating  that  said  law  operates 
injuriously  on  them,  and  praying  that  they  may  be 
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permitted  to  apply  the  payments  already  made  to 
soch  portions  ot  their  entries  as  such  payments  will 
cover  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  that  the  residue 
may  revert  to  the  United  States ;  and  the  memo- 
rials were  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  Worthin^ton  College,  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  made  a  report;*iiccompanied  by  a  resolu- 
tion, that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not 
to  be  granted.     The  report  and  resolution  were 

read. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  same  committer  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Nicholas  Jarrott,"  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments ;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Cof- 
fee; and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  Jan- 
ney,  made  a  report  accompanied  by  a  resolution, 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted.     The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  gave  notice  that,  on  Tuesday 
next,  he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  es- 
tablish an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  through- 
out the  United  States. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition 
of  Presley  Kemper,  and,  in  concurrence  therewith, 
resolved  that  tne  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ougUt 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of 
money  to  Thomas  Shields,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  public 
lands  prior  to  the  first  day  of  July,  1820,  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Hoffman  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Perley  Keyes  and  Jason  Fairbanks," 
having  been  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  the  third 
time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  motion  of  the  14th  instant 
to  reconsider  the  vote  of  the  12th  instant,  on  the 
resolution  authorizing  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  to 
employ  a  person  to  attend  the  furnace,  and  agreed 
thereto;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Chanoler,  the 
resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Tuesday. 


TuBBOAY,  January  2, 1821. 

Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition  of  Nicholas 
Perkins,  of  Tennessee,  praying  to  be  confirmed  in 
bis  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Alabama ;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  Richard  G.  Waterhouse,  of  Tennessee, 
praying  to  be  compensated  for  a  quantity  of  wood 


consumed  by  a  brigade  of  militia  that  encamped 
on  his  land  in  December,  1814;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  Trimble  presented  a  petition  signed  by  a 
number  of  individuals  concerned  directly  or  indi- 
rectly as  purchasers  of  public  lands  prior  to  the 
law  "making  further  provision  for  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands,"  stating  that  said  law  operate:?  inju- 
riously on  them,  and  praying  that  they  may  be 
permitted  to  apply  the  payments  already  made  to 
such  portions  of  their  entries  as  such  pavments 
will  cover  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  that  the 
residue  may  revert  to  the  United  Stales;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  John  B.  Chatard,  of  New  Orleans,  pray- 
ing a  pension  for  Revolutionary  services ;  and  the 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mississippi,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Choctaw  nation  ot  Indians,  praying 
that  Silas  Dinsmoor,  late  Indian  agent  to  the  said 
nation,  may  be  confirmed  in  his  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  granted  to  him  by  them;  and  the  petition  • 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com-  ' 
mittee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Joseph  W^heaton,  made  a  report, 
accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioner  ought  to  be  rejected.  The  report 
and  resolution  were  read. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Janney;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  to  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition  of 
Matthew  Lyon ;  and  the  consideration  thereof  was 
further  postponed  to  Monday  the  I5ih  instant. 

The  bill  lor  the  relief  of  John  Coffee  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oo 
Public  Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dan- 
iel McDuff,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  establish  a  port 
of  entry  in  the  district  of  Sandusky,  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  continue  in 
force,  for  a  further  time,  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
for  establishing  trading-houses  with  the  Indian 
tribes;**  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Trimble,  it  was 
postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for, 
Thursday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Gabriel  Berzat,  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  L.  Ogden  and  others,  were  severally  con- 
sidered and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  the  ap- 


^  pointment  of  commissioners  to  lay  out  a  canal  ii^ 
the  State  of  Ohio;  and  it  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
^        mittee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  better  regula- 
tion of  the  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes;  and.  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  it  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  confirming  the  title 
of  the  Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge,  and  it  was  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
purchasers  of  public  lands  prior  to  the  first  day  of 
July.  1820,  and  it  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  money  to  Thomas  Shields,  and 
it  was  postponed  to  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  a.s  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Nicholas  Jarrott,"  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  and  it  was  postponed  to  Monday 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Columbian  Society  for  literary  purposes,  to- 
gether with  the  amendment  last  reported  thereto 
by  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  it  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  agreeably  to  notice,  and  having 
obtained  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  establish  an 
uniform  system  of  bankruptcy.  IThis  bill  em- 
braces only  the  bankrupt  principle,  and,  with  some 
modifications,  not  affecting  its  main  principle,  is 
the  same  as  tne  original  bill  before  the  Senate  at 
the  last  session.]  The  bill  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  supply  the  place  of 
the  late  Mr.  Burrill,  in  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
and  Mr.  Mills,  of  Massachusetts,  was  appointed. 

The  resolution  submitted  some  days  ago  by  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  directing  an  inquiry  into 
the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  that  a  map 
be  annexed  to  the  land  patent  of  each  soldier,  de- 
signating the  survey  in  which  his  portion  is  loca- 
ted, was  taken  up,  and,  after  some  discussion,  was 
agreed  to. 

MISSOURI. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  report  a  bill  extending  the  judicial  au- 
thority of  the  United  Sutes  over  the  State  of  Missouri. 

The  resolution  having  been  read — 
Mr.  Williams  said  it  was  highly  important 
that  the  judicial  authority  of  the  United  States 
should  be  extended  over  Missouri,  with  the  least 
possible  delay.  The  Territorial  courts  no  longer 
'  existed  in  that  Territory,  having  been  superseded 
by  the  courts  of  the  State.  The  State  courts  had 
no  jurisdiction  of  offences  committed  against  the 


United  States.  Several  Indian  tribes,  said  Mr. 
W.,  live  within  the  limits  of  Missouri ;  our  treaty 
stipulations,  and  the  laws  regulating  intercourse 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  prohibit  intrusion  on  their 
territory,  and  subject  the  intruders  to  criminal 
prosecution.  This  is  an  offence  of  almost  daily 
occurrence,  and  none  but  a  federal  court  can  try 
such  offences.  If,  in  the  Indian  coimtry,  a  white 
man  should  kill  a  red  one,  the  federal  court  alone 
can  take  cognizance  of  the  offence.  In  answer  to 
such  a  complaint,  it  would  be  but  a  poor  apology 
to  say  we  had  provided  no  court  to  try  the  cause. 
The  Indians  would  not  understand  this  excuse, 
and  it  would  lead  to  retaliation,  and  perhaps  to  an 
Indian  war.  It  is  essential,  therefore,  said  Mr. 
W.,  to  enable  us  to  execute  in  good  faith  our  en- 
^gements  with  the  aborigines  of  the  country,  that 
iederal  courts  should  be  organized  in  Missouri. 
We  have  other  and  perhaps  more  important  inter- 
ests in  that  country,  which  alone  can  be  protected 
by  the  extension  of  the  judicial  authority  of  the 
Union.  If,  said  he,  the  mail  should  be  robbed,  or 
the  public  funds  purloined,  the  offender  at  this 
moment  would  go  without  punishment,  although 
there  was  abundant  proof  to  establbh  his  guUL 
Nay.  if  treason  should  be  committed,  the  traitors 
would  escape  with  impunity,  for  the  want  of  a 
court  to  take  cognizance  of  such  crimes.  In  what- 
ever point  of  view  this  subject  is  considered,  said 
Mr.  W.,  it  is  important  that  no  time  should  be 
lost  in  establishing  the  federal  authority  in  that 
State. 

The  resolution,  by  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  lies 
on  the  table  one  day,  of  course. 

WORTHINGTON  C9LLEGE. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Public  Lands  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of 
the  trustees  of  Wortbington  College,  in  Ohio,  who 
pray  for  a  grant  of  the  public  lands  in  their  vici- 
nity for  the  benefit  of  the  college. 

Mr.  Rdogles  said^  as  he  had  been  charged  with 
the  care  of  the  petition  of  the  trastees  of  Worth- 
ington  College,  ne  could  not  consent  to  let  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  pass  without  making  some 
opposition  to  it.  He  regretted  that  the  committee 
had  not  taken  a  different  view  of  the  subject,  and 
recommended  a  resolution  favorable  to  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners.  Mr.  R.  said  he  did  not  propose 
now  to  go  at  large  into  the  subject,  but  he  would 
state  succinctly  to  the  Senate  the  grounds  upon 
which  he  meant  to  rely  in  opposing  this  report, 
and  conclude  with  a  motion  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  report  until  Friday.  The 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  in  their  report,  had 
recapitulated  the  reasons  and  arguments  used  in 
the  petition,  which  is  some  evidence  that  they  do 
not  consider  them  without  foundation.  Mr.  R. 
said  he  did  not  understand  the  committee  as  ma- 
king a  decision  directly  against  the  claim  of  the 
petitioners ;  the  report  merely  states  "  that  the 
'  committee  have  not  been  able  to  discover  any 
'  thing  in  this  case  which  gives  the  petitioners 
'  any  stronger  claim  to  the  bounty  of  Government 
'  than  other  respectable  seminaries  of  learning.** 
If  there  was  an  objection  to  designating  any  par- 
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tieular  seminary,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  would  not  ob- 
ject to  have  ttie  resolution  so  modified  as  to  have 
the  grant  made  to  the  State,  for  the  use  of  such 
institutions  as  the  Legislature  thereof  might  think 
proper  to  apply  it  to.  Mr.  R.  said,  as  it  might 
possibly  be  contended  that  the  Slate  of  Ohio  has 
had  her  share  of  the  public  lands  for  the  purposes 
of  education,  he  would  state  the  facts  as  they  ex- 
isted. No  grant  of  any  townships  of  land  has 
been  made  to  the  State  of  Ohio  since  the  adoption 
of  the  Federal  Constitution.  All  the  other  States 
which  have  been  admitted  into  the  Union  have 
received  two  townships.  Under  the  old  Confed- 
eration, Congress  made  a  private  contract  with 
the  Ohio  Company  for  the  sale  of  a  tract  of  land 
in  the  Northwestern  Territory  ;  and,  as  an  induce- 
ment for  said  company  to  comply  with  their  prop- 
ositions. Congress  offered  number  sixteen  in  each 
township,  for  the  supportof  schools,  number  twen- 
ty-nine for  the  purposes  of  religion,  and  two  town- 
ships of  land  for  the  support  of  a  college,  which 
was  to  be  established  in  the  centre  of  the  tract. 
The  resolutions  of  Congress,  the  contract  made 
under  them,  and  the  deed  of  conveyance  which 
grants  the  two  townships  for  tUe  use  of  the  com- 
pany and  their  associates,  all  go  to  show  that  it 
was  a  mere  private  transaction,  and  that  it  was 
not  intended  tor  the  State  at  large.  The  contract 
with  John  Cleves  Symmes  rests  upon  the  same 
principles,  and  must  receive  the  same  construc- 
tion. It  therefore  appears  that  Ohio  has  never 
received,  as  a  State,  the  same  advantages  in  this 
respect  as  the  other  new  States  which  have  been 
admitted  into  the  Union.  Mr.  R.  said  he  would 
say  no  more  at  present,  but  move  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  report  be  postponed  until 
Friday  next 

Mr.  R.'s  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  report 
postponed  accordingly. 


Wednesday,  January  3. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the 
Army  Register  for  each  member  of  the  Senate, 
conformalSy  to  a  resolution  of  the  1 3th  December, 
1815;  and  the  letter  was  read. 

Mr.  Thomas  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Missouri, 
praying  that  the  right  of  pre-emption  may  be 
granted  to  the  settlers  on  the  public  lahds  within 
said  State,  who  have  made  improvements  thereon ; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Sanpord  presented  the  petition  of  Matthew 
McNair,  praying  to  be  compensated  for  a  boat  im- 
pressed into  the  service  of  the  United  States  by 
Robert  Swartwout,  Q^uartermaster  General,  and 
lost;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  oi  Claims. 

Mr.  Sanfohd  presented  the  petition  of  Robert 
Swartwout,  of  New  York,  praying  to  be  indemni- 
fied against  a  judgment  obtained  a^inst  him  for 
the  loss  of  a  boat  impressed  by  him  into  the  public 
service,  whilst  acting  as  quartermaster  general  of 
the  northern  army,  in  the  year  1813;  and  the  pe> 


tition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Pleasants  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Oxley,  now  of  Virginia,  by  birth  a  foreigner,  and 
not  entitled  to  citizenship,  praying  to  be  enabled, 
by  a  special  law,  to  take  out  letters  patent  for  cer- 
tain useful  inventions;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Roberts  pn-sented  the  petition  of  H.  Cat- 
lett,  a  post  surgeon  in  the  Army,  praying  compen- 
sation for  a  negro  boy  who  was  drowned  in  June. 
1814,  whilst  ascending  the  Ohio  witli  the  United 
States  troops;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  presented  the  petition 
of  E.  Cousens,  and  others,  praying  compensation 
for  Revolutionary  services;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  HoLMLs,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Affairs,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
referred,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  appoint- 
ment of  certain  Indian  agents;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James  Le- 
ander  Cathcart,  reported  a  bill  explanatory  of  the 
act  for  the  relief  of  James  Leander  Cathcart, 
pa.ssed  May  the  fifteenth,  in  the  year  1820;  and  the 
Dill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
yesterday,  instructing  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary to  extend  the  judicial  authority  of  the  United 
States  over  the  State  of  Missouri ;  and  it  was  post- 
poned to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Mon- 
day next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  Wheaton ;  and  in 
concurrence  therewith  resolved,  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petition  ought  to  be  rejected. 

Tne  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Gabriel  Berzat,  deceased,  wa^  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be,  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  Gabriel  Berzat,  deceased." 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Ogden,  and 
others,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be,  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L. 
Ogden,  and  others." 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  the  Managers  of  the  National 
Vaccine  Institution  in  the  District  of  Columbia;" 
and  it  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  confirming 
the  title  of  the  Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge;  and  it 
was  postponed  to  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  prior  to  the  first 
day  of  July,  1820;  and  it  was  postponed  to  Mon- 
day next. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
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Commissioner  of  the  Genera)  Land  Office,  trans- 
mitting a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  land  commis- 
sioners at  St.  Helena,  dated  18th  November,  1820, 
with  lists  of  claims  and  a  list  of  settlers ;  and  the 
letter  and  report  were  read. 

Mr.  Baton  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Resolved,  Th|t  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  any  in- 
Ibrmalion  be  may  have  a«  to  the  power  and  authority 
which  belonged  to  Don  John  Beneventure  Morales, 
and  to  the  Baron  Carondelet,  to  grant  and  dispoce  of 
the  laoda  of  Spain  in  Loaisians,  previoaalj  to  the  year 
1803. 

COLUMBIAN  SOCIETY. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  incorporate  the  Columbian  Society  for  Lit- 
erary purposes ;  on  which  there  arose  a  debate  of 
some  length,  in  the  course  of  which  Messrs.  King, 
of  New  York,  and  Otis,  explained  their  objections 
to  the  bill,  on  the  ground  that  it  proposed  the  in- 
corporation of  an  institution,  one  of  the  objects  of 
which  was  the  cultivation  of  the  tenets  of  a  par- 
ticular sect;  that,  at  any  rate,  the  means  and  whole 
object  of  the  institution  had  not  been  properly  de- 
veloped ;  that  the  capacity  of  its  founders  for  es- 
tablishing a  college  on  a  proper  basis  was  not 
known ;  that  the  disposition  of  the  people  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  towards  the  establishment  of 
such  an  University  was  not  known,  &c. 

To  these  objections  Messrs.  Barboor,  John- 
son, of  Kentucky,  and  Morril,  replied,  that  these 
objections  were  not  founded  on  the  provisions  of 
the  bill,  but  on  supposed  features  not  to  be  found 
in  it;  that  the  bill  had  nothing  of  a  religious  char- 
acter about  it ;  that,  if  it  could  be  made  more  clear 
on  that  point,  they  wished  it  might  be  so  by  any 
amendment  which  could  be  proposed  to  the  bill ; 
that  persons  of  every  religious  denomination  were 
subscribers  to  the  fund  for  establishing  the  institu- 
tion; that  it  was  no  reason,  moreover,  against  the 
institution  that  its  establishment  was  undertaken 
by  religious  persons;  that,  though  there  was  no 
petition  before  the  House,  there  were  all  the  facts 
that  the  Senate  could  wish,  dec. 

The  bill  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 


Thdrsoay,  January  4. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  praying 
permission  to  tax  all  lands  sold  by  the  United 
States  on,  and  subsequent  to  the  first  day  of  July, 
1820,  and  all  lands  whereon  the  payments  have 
been  completed  ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  • 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of  a  number 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Indiana,  residing  in  that  part 
of  the  State  called  the  New  Purchase,  in  the  Brook- 
Tille  district,  praying  that  the  right  of  pre-emption 
to  a  quarter  section  of  land  may  be  granted  to 
Isiiac  M.  Johnson,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a 
mill  thereon;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  NoBLG  presented  two  petitions,  signed  by  a 


number  of  individuals,  concerned  directly  or  indi- 
rectly in  the  purchase  of  public  lands  pnor  to  the 
law  "  making  further  provision  for  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands,"  stating  that  said  law  operates  in- 
juriously on  them,  and  praying  that  they  may  be 
permitted  to  apply  the  payments  already  made  to 
such  portions  of  their  entries  as  such  payments 
will  cover  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  that  the 
residue  may  revert  to  the  United  States;  and  the 
petitions  were  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  National  Institution  for  the  promotioa 
of  Industry,  praying  that  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent, 
may  be  imposed  on  sales  at  auction;  that  the 
credits  allowed  on  duties  on  foreign  merchandise 
may  be  abolished,  and  that  the  tariff  of  duties  may 
be  so  modified  as  to  protect  the  labor  and  resources 
of  the  nation ;  and  tne  memorial  was  read. 

Mr.  Hdnter  presented  the  petition  of  John  Ca- 
hoone,  commander  of  the  United  States  revenue 
cutter  "Vigilant,"  praying  to  be  allowed  a  portion 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  ship  Caledonia  and  cargo, 
condemned,  on  his  information,  for  a  breach  of 
the  revenue  laws  of  the  United  States;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Trimble  presented  the  petition  of  Dean 
Weymouth,  praying  an  increase  of  pension ;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
auctioneers  of  the  city  of  New  York,  remonstra- 
ting against  the  imposition  of  legislative  restric- 
tions on  their  occupation ;  and  the  memorial  was 
read. 

Mr.  Sanforo  presented  the  petition  of  Nathan 
Ford,  of  New  York,  praying  compensation  for 
certain  houses  and  other  property  destroyed  by  the 
enemy  in  the  late  war,  while  in  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States ;  and  the  petition  wm 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Slocum.  surveyor  of  the  port  of  Newport,  praying 
to  be  allowed  a  portion  of  the  proceeds  oi  the 
brig  "Langdon  Cheves"and  cargo,  condemned,  on 
his  information,  for  a  breach  of  the  revenue  laws 
of  the  United  States ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  the 
report  and  documents  of  the  land  commissioners 
at  St.  Helena,  which  were  yesterday  received 
from  the  Commissioner  of  tne  General  Land 
OflSce,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  district  court 
in  the  district  of  Mississippi,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  amend  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
yesterday,  requesting  the  President  to  communi- 
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cate  to  the  Senate  the  power  and  authority  under 
which  Don  John  Beneventure  Morales,  and  the 
Baron  Carondelet,  granted  and  disposed  of  the 
lands  of  Spain  in  Louisiana  ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  for  the  relief  of 
James  Leander  Cathcart,  passed  May  the  15th,  in 
the  year  1820,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  certain 
Indian  agents  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  continue 
in  force,  for  a  further  time,  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  for  establishing  trading-houses  with  the  Indian 
tribes ;"  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mis- 
:sissippi,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  ^s  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
Ihe  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  Thomas 
Shields  ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Parrott,  it  was 
laid  on  the  table. 


Friday,  January  5. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Perry,"  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  William  Mcintosh,"  made  a  report  thereupon, 
which  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 
oi  Joseph  Janney ;  and  it  was  postponed  to  Mon- 
day next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  the 
petition  of  the  Trustees  of  Worthington  College 
in  Ohio ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Thomas,  it  was 
postponed  to  Monday,  the  15th  instant. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  a  partial  appropria- 
tion for  the  military  service  of  the  United  States 
for  the  year  1821 ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  ex- 
tend the  time  for  locating  Virginia  military  land 
warrants,  and  returning  surveys  thereon  to  the 
General  Land  Office ;"  and  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Seward  ;"  in  which 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  said  bills  were  severally  read,  and  passed  to 
a  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  a  partial  ap- 
propriation for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1821,"  was  read  the  second 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Fmance. 

The  Senate  took  up  and  considered,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Robert  Purdy;  and,  no  amendment  having  been 
proposed  thereto,  the  President  reported  it  to  the 
House,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
alter  the  time  qf  holding  the  district  court  in  the 
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district  of  Mississippi,"  and  no  amendment  hav- 
ing been  proposed  thereto,  the  President  reported 
it  to  the  House ;  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States;"  and,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Sanford,  it  was  postponed  to  Wednesday 
next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  the  ap- 

intmentof  certain  Indian  agents;  and,  on  motion 
y  Mr.  Trimble,  it  was  postponed  to  Thursday 
next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  explanatory  of  the 
act  for  the  relief  of  James  Leander  Cathcart, 
passed  May  the  15th,  in  the  year  1820  ;  and  it  was 
postponed  to  Wednesday  next. 

OHIO  AND  ERIE  CANAL. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
appointment  of  commissioners  to  lay  out  a  canal 
from  Lake  Erie  to  the  navigable  waters  of  the 
Ohio  river. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Ohio,  submitted  his  views  in 
support  of  the  bill,  referring  to  the  general  advan- 
tages of  improved  internal  intercourse  ;  the  neces- 
sity of  a  canal  through  the  country  contemplated, 
for  the  convenience  of  the  people;  the  great  ad- 
vantages which  would  thereby  accrue  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  by  enhancing  the  value  of  the  public 
lands  in  that  quarter,  &c. ;  to  show  the  expediency 
of  at  least  authorizing  the  course  or  line  of  a  canal 
to  be  laid  out,  as  proposed  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  Macon  was  opposed  to  the  bill  on  general 
grounds,  as  well  as  for  the  further  reasons  that  it 
would  encourage  a  spirit  of  speculation  among  the 
people,  which  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Government 
to  discountenance — not  to  encourage;  that  all 
works  undertaken  by  the  public  became  mere  iobs: 
that  canals,  dec,  ought  to  be  made  by  individual 
enterprise,  or  private  associations,  &c. 

Mr.  Otis  was  also  opposed  to  this  bill.  He  was 
not  in  favor  of  holding  out  any  temptation  to  pur- 
chasers of  public  lands,  which  might  never  be  re- 
alized. The  bill  was  supported  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  give  additional  value  to  the  public 
lands  in  that  quarter  of  the  country ;  but  if  the 
route  of  a  canal  were  laid  out,  the  canal  itself 
might  never  be  completed ;  and  Mr.  O.  was  op- 
posed to  giving  an  artificial  value  to  those  lands, 
merely  as  a  lure  to  people  to  become  purchasers. 
He  argued  against  affording  additional  induce- 
ments to  the  purcha:se  of  public  lands  ;  the  land  of 
the  United  States  was  sold  with  sufficient  rapidity 
already,  and  he  wished  those  sales  to  go  on  stead- 
ily, but  gradually.  Beside  these  reasons,  Mr.  O. 
was  not  in  favor  of  ^oin^  into  the  unpeopled  re- 
gion designated  by  this  bill,  and  there  beginning 
the  system  of  internal  improvement.  It  was  be- 
ginning at  the  wrong  end.  There  was  a  commit- 
tee appointed  on  the  subject  of  internal  improve- 
ment. He  wished  to  leave  the  subject  to  this 
committee ;  let  them  extend  their  views  over  the 
whole  Union,  and  see  where  it  would  be  better  to 


begin  this  great  work,  before  a  blow  be  struck 
in  it. 

Mr.  Trimble  replied  to  Mr.  Otis,  and  w;entinto 
a  description  of  the  present  and  prospective  con- 
dition of  that  part  of  Ohio,  its  population,  dec,  to 
show  the  expediency  of  adopting   this  measure. 
He  referred  to  the  great  extent  of  the  land  trans- 
portation, which  was  so  heavy  a  burden  on  the 
agriculture  of  the  country  that  there  was  no  in- 
ducement to  raise  more  than  sufficient  for  the  con- 
sumption of  the  people  there,  and  that  it  would  be 
useless  to  produce  any  thing  for  a  foreign  market ; 
also  the  burdens  on  imports,  such  as  salt  and  other 
heavy  articles.     He  stated  these  facts  to  show  the 
peculiar  necessity  for  affording  water  transporta- 
tion by  a   canal,  to   the  vast   population  which 
'  would  certainly  spread  over  that  country.     The 
general  advantages  of  such  an  improvement  were 
too  obvious  to  require  illu:>tration  from  him,  and 
he  abstained  from  touching  on  them.     He  argued 
that  this  bill  would  not  give  an  artificial,  but  a 
real  and  intrinsic  additional  value  to  the  public 
lands  there.     A  great  part  of  those  lands  were  now 
reserved  from  sale,  and  might  continue  to  be  re- 
served until  they  should  receive  their  full  value 
from  this  improvement ;  and  speculation  might  be 
thus  prevented,  as  they  would  then  sell  for  what 
they  were  worth.     The  expense  to  be  incurred  by 
this  measure,  if  authorized,  would  be  inconsider- 
able, the  advantages  of  it  to  the  Union  incalcula- 
ble.    If  the  bill  passed.  Congress  would  not  be 
concluded  on  the  subject,  and  were  expresi>ly  not 
pledged  to  make  the  canal.     He  referred  to  facts 
to  show,  however,  that  a  canal  there  was  very 
practicable;  that  there  was  water  sufficient  for  all 
its  purposes,  &c. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  wished,  before  he  could 
support  this  bill,  more  information  on  the  subject 
than  he  now  possessed.     In  all  incipient  measures 
it  was  natural  to  inquire,  what   next?     He  de- 
sired to  know  what  was  to  follow  this  bill.     He 
wanted  to  know  whether  this  canal  was  to  be 
made,  by  whom  it  was  to  be  made,  in  whom  the 
property  of  it  or  interest  would  be,  dec.     It  was  to 
go  through  the  lands  of  the  United  States ;  but,  he 
asked,  in  substance,  could  the  United  States  have 
jurisdiction  over  it  when  completed  ?     Would  the 
Stale  consent  ?     Would  the  United  States  have 
exclusive  jurisdiction  without,  or  even  with,  the 
consent  of  the  State?     And  could  the  State  give 
exclusive  jurisdiction,  dec?     These  were  ques- 
tions which  admitted  doubt;  though  on  some  of 
them  he  himself  had  none.     Suppose  the  State 
should  choose,  for  any  cause,  to  stop  this  canal  up, 
could  the  United  Slates  prevent  it,  dtc.?     If  not, 
was  it  worth  while  to  make  a  canal  over  which 
they  might  not  have  complete  control  ?    If  the 
State  or  individuals  were  to  own  the  canal,  were 
the  United  States  to  have  no  more  interest  in  it 
than  the  additional  value  which  it  might  give  to 
their  lands,  dec?    He  had  no  doubt  the  United 
States  could  construct   roads  or  canals   in  the 
States,  but  the  exclusive  control  and  jurisdiction 
over  the  properly  of  them  was  another  question, 
not  so  clear,  dec. 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  moved  the  post- 


ponement of  the  bill  to  Wednesday,  as  there  ap- 
peared many  doubtful  questions  connected  with 
this  subject,  which  he  wished  some  little  time  to 
examine. 

Mr.  Trimble  spoke  at  some  length,  to  afford 
the  information  required  by  Mr.  Holmes,  and  to 
obviate  the  objections  which  he  had  suggested 
against  the  bill ;  and  the  bill  was  then  postponed 
to  Wednesday. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


MoNOAY,  January  8. 

The  Presioent  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Clerk  of  the  Hou.se  of  Representatives,  trans- 
mitting a  resolution  of  that  House,  announcing  to 
the  Senate  the  death  of  John  Linn,  late  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Representatives  from  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  and  the  letter  and  resolu- 
tion were  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Dickerson, 

Ordered^  That  the  said  letter  and  resolution  be 
entered  at  large  on  the  journal  of  the  Senate, 
which  is  done  accordingly  in  the  following  words: 

Clkbk's  Offick,  Hocsi  of  Rkp*8  U.  8., 

January  6,  1821. 
Sis:  The  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
Sutes  hsving  received  intelligence  of  the  death  of 
John  Linn,  late  a  member  of  that  House  from  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  and  haviog  taken  order  for 
superintending  and  attending  his  funeral,  have  also 
directed  me  to  communicate  the  same, to  the  Senate. 
The  recess  in  that  body  to-day  rendering  it  impouible 
to  make  such  communication  in  the  ordinary  way,  I 
have,  therefore,  the  honor  to  transmit  you,  encloeed, 
the  resolution  adopted  by  the  House  on  that  subject 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

THOMAS  DOUGHERTy, 

Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rep's. 

Hon.  JOHV  GAILLiKD, 

President  of  the  Senate. 

Iir  TBI  HocsK  of  Rip's  of  thi  U.  8., 

January  6,  1821. 
Resolved,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate  to 
notify  them  of  the  death  of  John  Linn,  late  a  member 
of  this  House  from  the  Bute  of  New  Jersey,  and  that 
his  funeral  will  Uke  place  this  day  at  three  o'clock 
from  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Attest,  TH.  DOUGHERTY,  C.  H.  R. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Dickerson, 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  Senate,  as  a  tes- 
timony of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  honorable 
John  Linn,  late  a  member  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives from  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  will  go  into 
mourning  and  wear  a  black  crape  round  the  lefl  arm 
for  thirty  days. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
James  J.  Wilson,  a  member  of  the  Senate  from 
the  State  of  New  Jersey,  resigning  his  seat  in  the 
Senate;  which  was  read. 

The  President  also  communicated  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting 
statements  exhibiting  the  names  of  the  clerks  em- 
ployed in  the  Navy  Department  and  in  the  office 
of  the  commissioners  of  the  Navy  for  the  year 
1820,  and  the  amount  of  compensation  paid  to 
each;  and  the  letter  and  statements  were  read. 
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Mr.  Horsey  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
President  and  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  the  Me- 
tropolis) on  behalf  of  the  Directors  and  Stock- 
holders ftf  said  bank,  praying  a  renewal  of  their 
charter;  rand  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition  of  Terrence 
Clark,  of  New  York,  praying  to  be  confirmed  in 
his  title  to  certain  land;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  P.  P.  Saint  Guirons  and  others,  members 
of  the  French  association  established  in  the  State 
of  Alabama,  by  virtue  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  certain  public  lands  for 
the  encouragement  of  the  cultivation  of  the  vine 
and  olive;"  praying  certain  modifications  of  said 
act;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Walrer,  of  Alabama,  also  presented  the 
petition  of  the  citizens  of  Lawrence  and  Franklin 
counties,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  praving  that 
all  persons  who  have  purchased  lands  for  actual 
settlement,  and  who  have  settled  upon  and  im- 
proved the  same,  may  be  authorized  to  obtain  a 
patent  for  a  limited  quantity,  to  be  ascertained  by 
law,  on  paying  the  sum  of  one  dollar  and  twenty- 
fire  cents  per  acre,  at  any  time  within  five  years 
from  the  date  of  the  sales;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 
Gooding  and  James  Williams,  made  a  report,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  authorizing  the  payment  of  a 
sum  of  money  to  John  Gooding  and  James  Wil- 
liams ;  and  the  report  and  bill  were  read,  and  the 
bill  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  fill  the  vacancies  oc- 
casioned in  several  Committees,  by  the  death  of 
Mr.  Bcrrill  and  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Wilson, 
when  the  following  appointments  were  made  : 

On  the  Committee  of  Commerce,  Mr.  Lanman. 

On  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  Mr.  Williams, 
of  Mississippi. 

On  the  Committee  of  Claims,  Mr.  Palmer. 

On  the  Committee  of  the  Public  Buildings,  Mr. 
Talbot. 

On  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads,  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama. 

And  Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  having,  on  his 
request,  been  excused  from  serving  on  the  Commit- 
tee on  Enrolled  Bills,  Mr.  Morril  was  appointed 
in  his  place. 

Mr.  Eaton  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Reaolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  inqaire 
into  the  expediency  of  allowing  the  claim  of  Matthew 
B.  Carthej,  for  two  boreet  lo«t  in  the  public  aerTice,  at 
PeoMcola  and  at  New  Orleans 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  time  for 
locating  Virginia  military  land  warrants  and  re- 
turning surveys  thereon  to  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice," was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 


Seward,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 

to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Purdy  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  alter  the  time  of^  holding  the  dis- 
trict court  in  the  district  of  Mississippi,"  wai*  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  second  instant,  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  to  report  a  bill  extending 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  over  the  State  of 
Missouri ;  and  it  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 
of  Joseph  Janney  ;  and  it  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Margaret  Perry  ;"  and,  no  amendment 
having  been  proposed  thereto,  the  President  re- 
ported it  to  the  House,  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  William  Mcintosh,"  together  with  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Public  Lands  thereon  ; 
and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Edwaros,  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  bill  "  to  incorporate  the  Columbian  Society, 
for  literary  purposes,"  was  taken  up  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

On  the  numerous  provisions  of  this  bill,  and  the 
various  amendments  proposed  to  it  in  the  course  of 
its  consideration,  much  discussion  arose,  and  much 
time  was  consumed.  The  bill  was  not  disposed 
of  nor  got  through  with  ;  and,  the  usual  hour  of  ad- 
journment having  arrived,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  January  9. 

Mr.  HoL3iE8,of  Maine,  presented  the  petition  of 
Josiah  Hook,  jr..  collector  of  the  nort  of  Penob- 
scot, praying  to  be  indemnified  for  his  losses,  and 
for  the  money  he  has  paid,  with  interest  thereon, 
in  satisfaction  of  a  judgment  obtained  against  him 
for  an  act  done  by  him  in  his  ofiScial  capacity ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  a  partial  appropriation  for  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1821," 
reported  the  same  with  an  amendment,  which  waa 
read. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  submitted  the  following 
motion  for  consideration : 

Ruoived,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  ioquira 
into  the  expediency  of  diminlsbiog,  eqaalixiof,  and 
eatabliahing  the  fee«  of  diatrict  attorneys,  clerks,  and 
marahaU,  and  other  officers. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi, 
the  letter  received  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  with  the  copies  of  the  reports 
of  the  land  commissioners  at  Jackson  courthouse, 


and  other  documents  therewith  transmitted,  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Ni- 
cholas Perkins,  made  a  report  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Nicholas  Perkins ;  and  the  re- 
port and  bill  were  read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  a  sec- 
ond reading.  ,  j-  • 
Mr.  Smith,  from  tte  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary, to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  requesting  to  be  supplied  with  an 
additional  number  of  the  documents  printed  by 
order  of  the  Senate,  reported  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read : 

Resolved,  That  twenty-five  copies  of  all  documents 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  except  bills  and 
amendments,  including  the  number  now  furnished, 
shall  be  furnished  to  the  SccreUry  of  State. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
yesterday,  instructing  the  Committee  of  Claims  to 
inquire  into  the  exp«iiency  of  allowing  the  claim 
of  Matthew  B.  Carthey,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Joseph  Janney  ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Pleasants,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  to  establish  an  uniform  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy throughout  the  United  States  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Conunittee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Perry," 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
COLUMBIAN  SOCIETY. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Columbian  Society  for  literary  purposes,  to- 
gether wivh  the  amendment  last  rqwrted  thereto 
by  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
the  said  amendment  having  been  further  amended 
and  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House 
amended  accordingly,  and  the  said  amendments, 
except  the  seventh  and  tenth  section^,  having  been 
concurred  in,  on  the  question  to  concur  in  the  said 
seventh  section,  as  follows : 

"  Sic.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  persons  of 
every  religious  denomination  shall  be  capable  of  being 
elected  trustees;  nor  shall  any  person,  either  as  pre- 
sident, professor,  tutor,  or  pupil,  be  refused  admittance 
into  said  college,  or  denied  any  privileges,  immunities, 
or  advantages  thereof,  for,  or  on  account  of,  bis  senti- 
ments in  matters  of  religion." 
It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows  : 
YsAS— Messrs.  Brown,  Chandler,  Dirkerson,  Eaton, 
Elliott,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Horsey,  Hunter, 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  Mills,  Otis, 
Roberts,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Van  Dyke, 
Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia,  and  Wil- 
liams of  Misaiasippi. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
King  of  Alabama,  I^wrie,  Macon,  Morril,  Palmer, 
PleaaanU,  Smith,  Taylor,  Thomas  Tichenor,  and 
Trimble. 

And  the  said  tenth  section  having  been  amend- 
ed, it  was  concurred  in. 


The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 


WEnNESDAY,  January  10. 
The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  a  list  of  the 
American  seamen  registered  in  the  several  ports 
of  the  United  States  for  the  three  first  quarters  of 
the  year  1820,  made  in  pursuance  of  "An  act  to 
revive  and  continue  in  force  certain  parts  of  the 
'act  for  the  relief  and  protection  oi  American 
seamen  ;"  and  the  letter  and  list  were  read. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  a  state- 
ment of  the  expenditure  and  application  of  the 
moneys  drawn  irom  the  Treasury  on  account  of 
the  Navy,  from  the  first  day  of  October,  1819,  to 
the  30th  of  September,  1820 ;  and  of  the  unex- 
pended balances  of  former  appropriations  remain- 
ing in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  of  October,  1820; 
and  the  letter  and  statement  were  read. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  a  report 
of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Pension  Fund, 
made  in  obedience  to  the  act  for  the  better  govern- 
ment of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States ;  and  the 
letter  and  report  were  read. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  statement 
prepared  in  conformity  with  the  fifth  section  of 
the  "Act  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the  estab- 
lishment and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War, 
and  Navy  Departments,"  showing. the  expendi- 
ture of  the  moneys  appropriated  for  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  military  establishment  for  the  year^ 
1820  ;  and  the  letter  and  statement  were  read. 

The  President  also  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a  re- 
port of  the  register  of  the  district  of  Ed  wardsvillc, 
made  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the 
"Act  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village 
of  Peoria,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,"  upon  the  claims 
exhibited  under  the  said  act;  and  the  letter  and 
report  were  read. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Pleasants  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
W.  Todd,  praying  to  be  reimbursed  in  the  expenses 
incurred  by  him  in  consequence  of  a  suit  wrong- 
fully instituted  against  him  by  the  United  States  ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee ol  Claims. 

Mr.  Horsey  presented,  severally,  the  memorials 
of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of 
Washington,  of  the  Bank  of  Alexandria,  and  of 
the  Bank  of  Potomac,  praying  a  renewal  of  their 
respective  charters  ;  and  the  memorials  were  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia.  . 

Mr.  Barbour  obtained  leave  to  bring  m  a  bill 
concerning  the  collection  of  public  moneys ;  and 
the  bill  was  twice  read  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  NoBu:,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Moses  Wmg, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that 
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the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Beeolced,  Tb«t  the  Committee  on  Poblic  Lands  be 
inatructed  to  inquire  into  the  justice  and  expediency  of 
granting  land  for  the  purpose  of  education  witbin  the 
limits  of  the  old  States,  corresponding  with  the  appro- 
priations which  bare  been  made  for  the  same  object 
within  the  limits  of  the  new  States. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Alexander 
Irwin,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution, 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted.     The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  granting  to 
the  Governor  of  the  Star§^of  Louisiana,  for  the 
time  being,  and  his  successors  in  of&ce,  two  tracts 
of  land  in  the  county  of  Point  Coupee,  reported 
the  same  with  amendments  ;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
Coffee,  reported  the  same  with  an  amendment ; 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Richard  G. 
Waterhouse,  communicated  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  to  the  com- 
mittee a  report  of  the  Third  Auditor  on  said  peti- 
tion ;  and  the  letter  and  report  were  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  committee 
were  discharged  from  the  /urther  consideration  of 
said  petition,  and  had  leave  to  withdraw  his  peti- 
tion and  papers. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
yesterday,  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  diminishing,  equal- 
izing, and  establishing,  the  fees  of  attorneys,  clerks, 
and  marshals,  and  it  was  amended  and  agreed  to 
as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  diminish* 
iog,  equalizing  and  establishing,  the  fees  «f  district 
attorneys,  clerks,  and  marshals,  and  other  officers. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
yesterday  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, on  the  application  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
for  an  additional  supply  of  the  documents  printed 
by  order  of  the  Senate  ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of 
money  to  John  Gooding  and  James  Williams  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nicholas  Perkins  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Columbian  Society 
for  literary  purposes,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass ;  and  the  title  there- 
of be  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Columbian  Col- 
lege in  the  District  of  Columbia." 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Nicholas  Jarrott,"  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands;  and  it  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  prior  to  the  first 
day  of  July,  1820;  and  it  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  a  partial  appropriation  for  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1821," 
together  with  the  amendment  reportea  thereto  by 
the  Committee  on  Finance;  and  the  said  amena- 
ment  having  been  agreed  to,  the  President  re- 
ported the  bill  to  the  House  amended  accordingly; 
and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

NATIONAL  VACCINE  INSTITUTION. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to  in- 
corporate the  National  Vaccine  Institution. 

On  this  bill  there  arose  a  short  debate. 

Messrs.  Roberts  and  Talbot  opposed  the  bill, 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  the  ob- 
ject avowed,  which  could  be  easily  accomplished 
without  it;  that,  if  necessary,  an  act  of  incorpora- 
tion could  be  obtained  from  the  State  of  Maryland 
sufficient  for  all  useful  purposes ;  that  the  bill  pro- 
posed to  incorporate  an  institution  without  limit- 
ing it  to  the  District ;  that  there  were  within  the 
District  so  many  corporations  that  the  number 
ought  not  to  be  increased,  unless  under  an  urgent 
necessity,  dec. 

Messrs.  Horsey  and  Lloyd  supported  the  bill, 
on  the  ground  of  its  importance  to  the  proper  ac- 
complishment of  an  object  of  great  interest  to  hu- 
manity, which  could  not  be  in  any  other  way  so 
well  accomplished.  The  same  explanation  oi  the 
bill  was  substantially  given  as  was  given  of  its 
merits  when  pending  in  the  House  of  Repret>en- 
tatives. 

Mr.  Roberts  had  moved  a  general  postpone- 
ment of  the  bill ;  but,  with  a  view  to  allow  gentle- 
men favorable  to  the  bill  to  amend  it,  if  they  de- 
sired, he  withdrew  his  motion ;  and,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Lloyd,  the  bill  was  postponed  to  Monday 
next 

OHIO  AND  ERIE  CANAL. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  commis- 
sioners to  lay  out  a  canal  between  the  navigable 
waters  of  the  Ohio  and  Lake  Erie. 

Mr.  Ruoglbs  moved  to  strike  out  the  clause 
which  provides  that  nothing  in  the  bill  shall  be 
construed  as  pledging  the  United  States  to  defray 
any  part  of  the  expense  of  making  the  said  canal, 
and  to  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  a  provision  that,  on 
the  canal  being  laid  out,  so  much  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  public  lands  in  the  Delaware  dis- 
trict, in  Ohio,  as  should  exceed  the  minimum  cash 
price  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  ner  acre, 
should  be  applied  to  the  purpose  of  maxing  this 
canal. 

Mr.  LowRiE  required  a  division  of  the  question, 
so  as  to  take  it  first  on  striking  out. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  moved  to  amend  the 
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amendment,  by  adding  to  the  end  of  it  the  words, 
"When  the  said  canalshall  have  been  completed 
to  the  satisfaction  of  Congress." 

There  grew  out  of  these  motions  a  debate,  which 
was  interrupted  only  by  the  arrival  of  the  usual 
hour  for  adjournment. 

Mr.  Trimble  was  opposed  in  opinion,  with  re- 
gard to  this  amendment,  to  his  colleague  who 
moved  it,  because  he  was  favorable  to  the  bill, 
which  he  apprehended  the  proposed  amendment 
might  defeat. 

With  the  exception  of  Mr.  Trimble,  the  other 
gentlemen  who  spoke  were  pro  or  con  the  whole 
scheme  of  the  bill,  as  well  as  of  the  amendment. 
The  bill  was  supported  and  opposed  by  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  : 

For  the  bill — Messrs.  Rdggles  and  Trimble. 

Against  the  bill — Messrs.  Otis,  Brown,  Macon, 
and  Chandler. 

The  argument  in  favor  of  the  general  objects  of 
the  bill,  besides  the  obvious  one  of  promoting  pub- 
lic convenience  and  private  comfort,  was,  princi- 
pally, that  it  would  greatly  increase  the  value  of 
the  public  lands,  by  facilitating  intercourse  between 
them  and  other  parts  of  the  country. 

The  argument  against  the  bill  was  not  against 
the  policy  of  such  improvements,  so  much  as 
against  any  partial  mea5ures  in  regard  to  internal 
improvements  of  this  description.  If  canals  were 
to  be  made  at  tht*  expense  of  the  United  States,  as 
it  was  evident  this  was  intended  to  be,  it  was  sug- 
gested that  the  experiment  should  begin  in  im- 
proved and  populous  parts  of  the  country,  rather 
than  in  the  wilderness,  dec. 

Before  any  question  was  decided  in  regard  to 
the  bill,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


C 


Thursday,  January  II. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Postmaster  General,  transmittinor  a  statement 
showing  the  names  and  salaries  of  tne  clerks  em- 
ployed in  his  office  during  the  year  1820 ;  and  the 
fetter  and  statement  were  read. 

The  bill  making  a  partial  appropriation  for  the 
military  service  for  the  year  1821,  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed,  with  a  small  amendment 
requiring  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentativps. 

Mr.  Edwards  presented  a  petition,  signed  by  a 
number  of  individuals,  concerned  directly  or  indi- 
rectly as  purchasers  uf  public  lands  prior  to  the 
law  "  making  further  provision  for  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands,"  Ltating  that  said  law  o(»erates  inju- 
riously on  them,  and  praying  that  they  may  be 
permitted  to  apply  the  payments  already  made  to 
such  portions  of  their  entries  as  such  payments 
will  cover  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  that  the 
residue  may  revert  to  the  United  Stales;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  four  petitions,  signed  in 
like  manner,  and  of  the  same  import  and  object  as 
the  preceding;  which  were  read,  and  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Roberts  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Nathan  Ford, 


reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathan  Ford ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  establish 
an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the 
United  States,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  author- 
ize the  President  of  the  United  States  to  ascertain 
and  designate  certain  boundaries;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Lanman  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  A  flairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  whether  there  are  any  obatrnc- 
tions  to  the  navigation  of  the  river  Thames,  in  tip  • 
State  of  Connecticut,  which  were  placed  there  by  the 
American  abipe  blockaded  daring  the  late  war;  and, 
if  any,  what  measures  ought  to  be  adopted  for  the  re- 
moval of  such  obstructions. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
esterday,  instructing  the  Committee  on  Public 
.^ands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting 
lands  for  the  purpose  of  education  within  the  limits 
of  the  old  States,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  petition  of 
Moses  Wing;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Chandler, 
it  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Pensions,  on  the  petition  of 
Alexander  Irwin ;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith, 
resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not 
to  be  granted. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mississippi,  the 
Senate  took  up  and  considered,  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a 
limited  time,  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  establish- 
ing trading-houses  with  the  Indian  tribes;"  and  it 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  daf 
for,  Monday  next. 

OHIO  AND  ERIE  CANAL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  commissioners 
to  lay  out  the  route  of  a  canal  from  the  navigable 
waters  of  the  Ohio  to  Lake  Erie — the  motion  made 
by  Mr.  Rugolks  to  pledge  certain  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  to  making  the  canal  be- 
iug  the  question  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  spoke  against  the 
bill,  grounding  his  objections — without  examining 
at  all  the  Constitutional  question,  but  only  the 
question  of  expediency — on  the  belief  that  such  a 
work  ought  not  to  be  undertaken  unless  as  part 
of  a  great  system  of  internal  improvement ;  that 
this,  for  several  reasons  which  he  adduced,  was 
not  the  point  at  which  such  a  system  oueht  to  be 
commenced  ;  that  the  enhancement  of  the  value 
of  the  public  lands  was  not  a  good  argument  in 
favor  of  the  bill,  unless  the  Government  meant,  in 
good  faith,  to  make  the  canal  after  its  course  was 
laid  out,  and  therefore  the  amendment  oflfered  by 
Mr.  RuGOLES  was  fair  and  commendable,  &c. 
In  order,  however,  to  test  the  sense  of  the  Senate 
at  once  on  the  bill,  which  had  been  fully  discussed 
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at  the  last  session,  he  moved  its  indefinite  post-  | 
ponemeot.  j 

Mr.  Trimble  followed,  and  spoke  in  answer  to  | 
the  arguments  used  by  gentlemen  yesterday,  and 
by  Mr.  Walkeb  to-day,  against  the  bill — reason- 
ing to  show  that  people  would  buy  the  neighbor- 
ing public  lands  under  a  fair  calculation  of  the 
chances  in  favor  of  the  making  of  the  canal, 
formed  on  a  view  of  the  law,  and,  conitequenily, 
DO  deception  would  mislead  them ;  and  reasoning 
also  against  the  various  local  interests  and  jealou- 
sies which  opposed  this  bill,  and  the  commence- 
ment of  the  contemplated  work;  and  arguing  that 
it  was  only  by  adopting  a  plan  of  this  kind  by  the 
General  Government  that  the  public  interest  could 
be  promoted,  and  the  improper  influence  of  private 
mterest,  which  might  operate  if  the  work  were 
left  to  the  State,  could  be  avoided,  &,c. 

Mr.  MoRRiL  was  opposed  to  the  bill  as  well  on 
account  of  its  inexpediency,  as  from  well  founded 
doubts  of  the  Constitutional  power  of  Congress  to 
authorize  the  work,  and  also  from  the  inability  of 
the  Treasury  at  this  time  to  defray  extraordinary 
expenses,  presuming  that  the  cost  of  the  work 
would  be  derived  indirectly  if  not  directly  from 
the  public  funds.  He  viewed  it  abo  as  a  lure  held 
out  to  the  purchasers  of  the  public  lands,  which  he 
could  not  support ;  and  thinking  that  when  a  busi- 
ness of  thb  kind  was  commenced  it  ought  to  be 
part  of  a  general  plan,  the  expense  defrayed  out 
of  a  general  fund,  each  State  receiving  its  propor- 
tion of  it ;  that  this,  moreover,  was  not  the  suitable 
place  to  begin  the  plan ;  that  it  would  probably 
cost  a  great  deal  more,  judging  from  other  public 
works,  than  was  now  estimated. 

Mr.  RooGLES  spoke  in  favor  of  his  amendment 
and  also  of  the  bill,  and  argued  to  show  that  the 
canal  would  be  made  if  now  authorized  ;  and  also 
to  show  the  vast  commerce  which  would  be  car- 
ried on  through  the  canal,  from  and  to  a  great 
part  of  the  Western  country  ;  its  extensive  advan- 
tages to  that  quarter  of  the  Union,  and  the  saluta- 
ry policy  generally  of  authorizing  such  a  work. 

Mr.  Trimble  again  spoke  to  show  that  the  ex- 
pense of  the  canal  would  never  have  to  be  defray- 
ed out  of  the  funds  of  the  General  Grovemment; 
that  the  expense  of  the  survey  would  be  a  mere 
trifle,  and  tne  value  of  it  to  Ohio  and  the  whole 
Western  country  incalculable.  He  was  particu- 
larly desirous  that  the  bill  should  now  pass,  be- 
cause the  advantages  of  it  would  otherwise  be  soon 
lost  to  the  State  and  the  Union,  inasmuch  as  the 
Indian  title  being  extinguished  to  the  lands,  they 
would  be  in  the  market,  and  would  pass  into  the 
hands  of  individuals,  dec. 

Mr.  Barbour  viewed  the  question  strictly  as 
one  of  internal  improvement,  and  involving  all 
the  considerations  connected  with  that  question. 
It  appeared  to  be  the  settled  sense  of  the  country, 
though  absurd  and  preposterous  in  his  opinion, 
that  the  public  funds  may  be  appropriated  to 
works  ot  internal  improvement,  but  that  as  soon 
as  any  work  was  completed  it  became  derelict 
and  beyond  the  control  of  the  National  Govern- 
ment. He  gave  a  hbtory  of  the  attempts  in  Con- 
gress to  authorize  and  commence  a  system  of  in- 


ternal improvements,  and  their  failure ;  especially 
the  last  serious  eflbrt,  made  in  the  most  unexcep- 
tionable aspect,  rejected  by  the  veto  of  President 
Madison,  and  which  had  not  the  necessary  major- 
ity in  Congress  to  make  the  bill  a  law  ;  and  argu- 
ing that  if  that  decision  were  correct,  this  measure 
was  improper.  On  the  policy  of  that  bill  the  pub- 
lic sentiment  seemed  to  be  aoout  equally  divided  ; 
and  he  had  at  a  subsequent  session  oflered  a  reso- 
lution to  give  the  General  Government  the  desired 
power,  which  also  failed.  He  would  therefore  not 
support  a  measure  now  which  conflicted  with  the 
settled  opinion  that  there  existed  no  power  in  the 
General  Government  to  make  roads  and  canals  in 
the  States.  At  any  rate,  he  hoped,  if  the  system 
were  commenced,  it  would  not  be  in  an  insulated, 
narrow,  partial  manner,  but  on  a  great,  equitable, 
and  impartial  system. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  was  decidedlv 
against  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 
He  insisted  that  the  sentiment  of  Congress  had 
been  expressed  by  a  large  majority  in  favor  of 
making  internal  improvements ;  and,  without 
fearing  any  ill  consequences  from  such  a  policy, 
he  viewed  it  as  of  vital  importance  to  the  conve- 
nience, the  happiness,  the  harmony,  and  lasting 
union  of  the  Republic.  But  this  bill,  he  argued, 
did  not  touch  the  question  referred  to  by  Mr.  Bar- 
bour ;  and  its  legality  had  been  settled  by  the  law 
authorizing  the  continuation  of  the  Cumberland 
road  to  Mis.v}uri.  He  controverted  the  opinion 
that  this  canal  would  be  a  local  work.  It  was  a 
great  national  object,  as  were  all  works  which 
brought  the  diflerent  parts  of  the  country  together, 
and  promoted  their  comfort  and  union ;  and  he 
was  ready  to  support  similar  objects  in  other  quar- 
ters. He  maintained  the  right  of  the  West  to  ex- 
pect some  expenditure  of  the  public  funds  in  that 
quarter  of  the  Union,  and  thereby  aid  in  some  sort 
the  moneyed  institutions  of  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try, dec. ;  in  support  of  which  opinions  he  spoke 
at  some  length. 

Mr.  MoRBiL  subjoined  a  remark  or  two  in  sup- 
port of  the  opinions  he  had  previously  expressed ; 
after  which 

The  question  was  put  on  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive, by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Ykas — McMrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Chsndler,  Eaton, 
Elliot,  Gaillard,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King 
of  Aliibama,  Lanman,  LloycJ,  Macon,  Mills,  Morril, 
Oti«,  Palmer,  Parrott,  PleasanU,  KoberU,  Smith,  Tay* 
lor,  Tichcnor.  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia, 
Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Williams  of  Tenn. — iS. 

Nats — Messrs.  Dana,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  John* 
son  of  Kentucky.  Lowrie,  Noble,  Ruicglea,  Sanford, 
Stokes,  Talbot,  Thomas,  Trimble,  and  Van  Dyke— 13. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

RELIEF  TO  LAND  PURCHASERS. 

The  Senate  then,  agreeably  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  took  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  public  lands 
prior  to  the  first  day  ot  July,  1820. 

Mr.  Thomab.  of  Illinois,  said,  that,  by  the  laws 
in  operation  before  the  1st  of  July,  1820,  the  mini- 


mum price  of  the  public  land  was  two  dollars  an 
acre,  payable  one-fourth  down,  one-fourth  at  the 
end  01  two  years,  and  one-fourth  at  the  end  of  each 
of  the  two  succeeding  years ;  one  year  of  grace 
was  allowed  to  the  purchaser  after  the  last  pay- 
ment became  due.  If  the  payments  were  not  com- 
pleted within  that  period,  the  land  was  oflered  at 
public  sale ;  if  it  sold  for  more  than  was  due,  the 
surplus  was  paid  to  the  purchaser.  If  it  would 
not  sell  for  the  amount  due,  it  reverted  to  the  Uni- 
ted "States.  Interest,  in  case  of  non-payment  of 
any  instalment  when  it  became  due,  was  charged 
upon  such  payment.  A  deduction  of  eight  per 
cent,  was  allowed  to  purchasers  for  prompt  pay- 
ment. 

By  the  act  of  the  24th  April,  182(X  credit  was 
abolished,  and  the  minimum  price  of  the  public 
land  reduced  to  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents 
an  acre.  The  probable  consiequence  of  that  mea- 
sure, said  Mr.  T.,  if  no  provision  is  made  to  coun- 
teract it,  will  be  the  forfeiture  of  all  the  land  jMir- 
chased  prior  to  the  Isl  of  July,  1820,  upon  which 
the  first  payment  only  has  been  made,  except  where 
valuable  improvements  have  been  made,  upon  a 
quarter  or  half-quarter  section.  On  all  purchases 
at  the  minimum  price,  in  that  situation,  the  pur- 
chaser will  save,  by  the  forfeiture,  twenty-five  cents 
an  acre,  unless  competition  at  the  resale  should  in- 
crease the  price.  Where  a  higher  price  has  been 
given,  the  saving  will  be  increased  in  proportion 
to  that  price,  unless  competition  at  the  resale  should 
be  as  great  as  at  the  original  sale.  When  the  sit- 
uation of  the  country,  at  the  time  the  great  mass 
of  debt  was  contracted  for  the  public  lands,  is  con- 
sidered, and  contrasted  with  the  present  circum- 
stances of  those  disposed  to  become  purchasers  of 
those  lands,  it  will  be  readily  perceived  that  the 
idea  of  increased  competition,  at  any  sale  which 
may  be  made  of  lands  that  may  be  forfeited,  will 
not  be  realized.  The  immense  quantity  of  land 
which  the  Government  has  in  the  market,  of  itseli, 
independent  of  the  imfavorable  change  which  has 
occurred  in  the  capacity  of  the  community  to  pur- 
chase, would  greatly  diminish  the  fear  ol  compe- 
tition, which  IS  the  only  inducement  on  the  part 
of  the  public  debtor  not  to  sufler  the  land  purchased 
by  him  to  revert  to  the  United  States. 

It  is,  therefore,  the  interest  of  the  Government, 
in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  to  afibrd  that  mea- 
sure of  relief  which  will  diminish  the  motive  with 
purchasers  to  suffer  their  lands  to  revert  to  the 
United  States. 

But  it  IS  conceived,  said  Mr.  T.,  that  considera- 
tions of  a  higher  nature  are  involved  in  this  inves- 
tigation. All  governments  ought  to  act  so  as  to 
command  the  love  and  confidence  of  the  governed. 
In  this  country,  where  the  people  are  sovereign, 
the  Grovemment  will  always  act  in  conformity  to 
their  sovereign  will.  The  question,  then,  ought 
to  be  decided  upon  considerations  of  policy,  of  jus- 
lice,  and  equity,  and  not  by  those  of  interest  alone. 
Independent  of  the  motive  to  a  liberal  and  mag- 
nanimous conduct  to  the  public  debtors,  resulting 
from  the  act  of  the  Government  diminishing  the 
minimum  price,  other  circumstances  present  them- 
selves and  press  with  irresistible  force  upon  the 


consideration  of  the  Legislature.  It  is  matter  of 
general  notoriety,  that,  when  the  greatest  portion 
of  this  debt  was  contracted,  the  price  of  produce 
of  every  description  was  more  than  an  hundred 
per  cent,  higher  than  at  present. 

Banks  which  had  multiplied,  and,  apparently, 
in  some  instances,  been  located  with  the  express 
view  of  furnishing  facilities  to  the  purchasers  of 
public  lands,  had  rendered  money,  or  what  was 
then  deemed  money,  so  plenty,  that  a  momentary 
frenzy  seized  upon  the  purchasers  of  public  lands. 
Prices  were  bid  for  lands  wholly  unimjffoved 
greatly  beyond  what  lands  of  equal  quality,  and 
highly  improved,  in  the  neighboring  States,  would 
have  commanded. 

Shortly  after  these  purchases  were  made,  pro- 
duce fell  to  less  than  half  the  price  which  it  men 
commanded  ;  the  facilities  afforded  by  banks  were 
suddenly  withdrawn,  by  the  drain  of  specie  from 
their  vaults,  or  notes  ceasing  to  be  receivable  in 
consequence  of  their  bankruptcy. 

The  public  debtor,  by  these  occurrences,  found 
himself  embarrassed  by  engagements  which  it 
would  have  been  difficult  for  him  to  fulfil,  and 
which  the  change  in  the  price  of  the  public  land 
has  considerably  aggravated.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
charge  the  Government  with  having  contributed 
to  the  error  which  has  been  committed  by  the  pur- 
chasers of  the  public  lands,  to  induce  it  to  am>rd 
relief.  It  is  sufficient,  for  that  purpose,  to  show 
that  great  loss  will  inevitably  fall  upon  their  nur- 
chasers  unless  relief  is  granted,  and,  that  no  ben- 
efit will  inure  to  the  Government  from  that  loss. 
In  all  governments,  even  the  most  despotic,  the 
resources  of  the  Grovemment  consist  of  the  surplus 
means  of  the  Government.  If  the  people  are  im- 
poverished, the  revenues  of  the  Government  are 
dried  up,  and  all  its  operations  enfeebled ;  this  is 
the  true  reason  why  free  States  are  always  more 
powerful  and  frai»/ul  in  their  resources  than  des- 
potic States. 

It  is,  however,  admitted,  that,  if  the  Goveranient 
should  exact  the  penalty  of  the  law,  it  would  ao- 
parently  be  benefited  in  a  pecuniary  view.  It 
would  retain  the  whole  of  the  money  received  on 
the  improvident  purchases  which  have  been  de- 
scribed, and  have  the  land  which  would  revert  at 
its  disposition.  This  benefit,  however,  would  be 
apparent  only,  and  not  real.  The  state  of  destitu- 
tion to  which  this  exaction  would  reduce  the  pur- 
chasers would  destroy  all  competition  among  the 
purchasers  at  the  resale  of  those  lands ;  and  a  sense 
of  the  extreme  rigor  which  had  been  exercised  to- 
wards them,  would  restrain  the  citizens  of  other 
States  dispc»ed  to  purchase  from  entering  into  the 
competition.  Sympathy,  even  among  those  dis- 
posed to  better  their  situation  by  removal  from  the 
place  of  their  nativity,  would  afford  that  relief 
which  the  equity  and  magnanimity  of  the  Govern- 
ment ought  to  have  promptly  granted.  But  if  this 
opinion  should  be  deemed  erroneous,  still,  any  pe- 
cuniary benefit  which  the  Government  might  be 
supposed  to  derive  from  the  rigid  exaction  of  the 
conditions,  would  be  more  than  balanced  by  the 
increased  payments  in  the  Treasury,  which  the  re- 
lief to  which  the  purchasers  are  equitably  enutled 
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would  produce,  in  the  year  1821,  and  by  the  uni- 
formity of  the  receipts  from  that  source  of  revenue 
during  the  eight  succeeding  years. 

The  right  to  relinquish,  proposed  by  the  bill, 
would  probably  diminish  the  debt  $4,000,000.   The 

Srompt  payments  which  would  be  produced  by  the 
iscount  tendered  in  the  bill  would  probably  fur- 
ther reduce  it  $3,000,000.  There  would  then  re- 
main $15,000j000  which  would,  according  to  the 
third  proposition  in  the  bill,  produce  an  annual 
revenue  of  $1, 875,000. 

This  sum,  with  the  amount  of  new  purchases 
made  during  that  term,  could  not  fail  to  produce 
an  annual  revenue  of  ^,500,000.  From  these 
general  considerations,  Mr.  President,  I  shall  pro- 
ceed to  a  particular  examination  of  the  provisions 
of  the  bill. 

1st.  The  right  to  relinquish  is  an  equitable  con- 
sequence of  the  change  which  the  Grovernment 
has  made  in  the  minimum  price  of  the  public 
land. 

If  the  purchaser  should,  by  any  cause  whatever, 
be  under  the  necessity  of  selling  a  part  of  his  land 
to  discharge  his  debt  to  the  Government,  the  price 
which  he  will  be  able  to  obtain  for  it  will  be 
affected  by  that  change,  and  his  ability  to  make 
the  payment  diminished  in  the  proportion  which 
two  hundred  bears  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-five. 
It  is  rational  to  presume  that  such  will  be  the  con- 
sequence, as  the  quantity  of  land  which  the  Grov- 
ernment has  for  sale  will,  for  a  much  longer  term 
than  that  proposed  in  the  bill  for  the  final  extin- 
guishment of  the  debt,  greatly  exceed  the  demand 
for  it  for  settlement,  or  for  speculation.  The  ex- 
orbitant price  ^iven  for  a  portion  of  the  public 
lands,  and  the  inability  of  the  purchasers  to  pay 
that  price,  appeals  strongly  to  the  equity  and  mag- 
nanimity 01  Congress.  The  first  section  of  the 
bill  does  not  propose  to  reduce  the  price  of  the  land 
retained  by  the  purchaser  ;  it  only  releases  him 
from  what  it  is  impracticable  to  perform. 

The  Grovernment  receives  back  its  property,  which 
will  a^in  by  it  be  sold  for  what  it  is  really  worth. 
The  right  of  relinquishment  cannot  be  exercised 
so  as  to  release  the  purchaser  from  his  bargain,  as 
far  as  the  purchase-money  has  been  paid. 

2.  To  excite  to  prompt  payment,  as  well  as  to 

Eant  equitable  relief  to  the  purcha.sers  of  public 
nd,  the  second  section  provides  that  when  the 
full  purchase-money  for  any  tract  of  land  shall  be 
raid  on  a  certain  day,  a  deduction  shall  be  made. 
This  provision  is  almost  a  necessary  consequence 
of  the  change  which  has  been  made  in  the  mini- 
mum price  of  the  public  lands  by  the  act  of  the 
24th  April,  1820.  Nothing  can  be  more  equitable 
than  the  tender  to  the  former  purchaser  of  the 
option  of  paying,  on  a  ffiven  day,  the  whole  sum 
for  any  tract  of  land,  subiect  to  a  deduction  equal 
to  the  proportion  which  the  former  minimum  price 
bears  to  the  present.  Considering  the  state  of  the 
Treasury,  any  measure  which  will  iocreave  the 
payments  on  account  of  the  debt  due  for  the  pub- 
lic land  ought  to  receive  due  consideration.  For 
the  want  of  pmctuality  in  the  payment  of  this  debt, 
the  Grovenunmt  is  compelled  to  borrow  money! 
A  reduction  for  prompt  payment,  not  inconsistent 


with  the  equity,  would  greatly  increase  the  pay- 
ments into  the  Treasury  during  the  present  year, 
and  correspondently  diminish  the  amount  neces- 
sary to  be  obtained  by  loan.  It  may  appear,  upon 
first  consideration,  that  the  foregoing  provisions 
present  all  the  relief  to  which  the  parties  are  equi- 
tably entitled,  and  which  the  Government  can, 
consistently  with  due  regard  to  justice,  grant.  It 
may  be  urged  that,  after  the  parties  have  been 
permitted  to  relinquish  such  part  of  the  land  pur- 
chased by  them  as  they  may  think  proper,  and  a 
reasonable  deduction  made  for  prompt  pavment 
has  been  tendered  to  them,  that  no  cause  oi  com- 
plaint can  exist,  no  case  of  oppression  can  occur. 
To  this  it  may  be  answered,  that  cases  may  still 
exist  in  which  it  may  be  the  interest  of  the  parties 
to  suffer  the  lands  purchased  by  them  to  revert. 
Under  the  former  system  tracts  of  not  less  than 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  were  sold,  with  the 
exception  of  sections  numbers  two,  five,  twenty, 
twenty-three,  and  thirty,  in  each  township,  which 
were  divided  into  half-quarters,  in  the  former  case, 
where  but  a  single  tract  has  been  purchased  by  an 
individual,  the  right  of  relinquishment  cannot  in 
many  instances  be  exercised  without  great  loss  to 
the  purchaser;  and  in  the  latter  itwuuld  be  incon- 
venient and  impolitic  to  admit  of  the  right  to 
relinquish.  In  such  cases  the  parties  are  presumed, 
from  the  quantity  purchased,  to  be  poor.  Their 
poverty  will  probably  disable  them  from  making 
prompt  payment.  'I  hey  will  therefore  be  driven 
to  the  necessity  of  suffering  their  small  farms  to 
revert.  If  saved  from  this  necessity,  it  will  be  by 
the  compliance  with  terms  from  which  they  see 
their  wealthy  neighbors  exempt.  But  it  has  been 
shown  to  be  their  interest  to  suffer  their  lands  to 
revert,  and  run  the  risk  of  repurchasing,  when  the 
land  shall  be  again  offered  tor  sale.  It  certainly 
never  can  be  sound  policy  in  any  Government  to 
act  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  it  the  interest  of 
its  citizens  voluutarily,  and  from  a  regard  to  their 
pecuniary  interests,  to  incur  forfeitures,  and  tu  fail 
in  the  fulfilment  of  engagements  which,  though 
not  legally,  ought  always  to  be  considered  morally 
binding.  Such  an  example  could  not  fail  to  have 
a  baleful  influence  upon  the  public  morality.  Such 
an  example  will  be  exhibited  by  the  act  of  the 
24ih  of  April,  1820,  reducing  the  minimum  price 
of  the  public  land  from  two  dollars  to  one  dollar 
and  twenty -five  cents  an  acre,  if  the  third  section 
of  the  bill,  or  one  analogous  to  it  in  principle,  shall 
not  be  adopted  by  the  National  Legislature.  By 
that  act  it  is  clearly  made  the  interest  of  the  pur- 
chaser to  fail  in  his  engagements  with  the  Govern- 
ment, and  run  the  risk  ol  purchasing  at  a  cheaper 
rate  when  the  lands  shall  be  reoflered  for  sale. 
The  third  provision  is  clearly  an  alternative  offered 
to  those  who  cannot  accept  of  the  second  All 
those  whose  pecuniary  means  will  not  enable  them 
to  avail  them.selvos  of  the  second,  will  consider 
that  justice  is  inequitably  distributed  between  the 
poor  and  the  rich,  if  by  the  rejection  of  the  third 
they  are  compelled,  from  a  regard  to  their  inter- 
est, to  suffer  their  fmall  farm*  to  revert  to  the 
United  States. 
But  the  third  section  of  the  bill  is  strongly  rec- 


ommended to  the  attention  of  the  Senate — 1.  Be- 
cause it  will  prevent  reversions ;  2.  Will  secure  a 
greater  revenue  from  the  land  retained  than  if  it 
was  suffered  to  revert;  and,  3.  Will  produce  a 
greater  degree  of  punctuality  in  the  payments  into 
the  Treasury,  during  the  time  of  its  operation,  than 
can  be  obtained  by  any  other  provision  in  the 
power  of  the  Legislature  to  adopt.  If  there  was 
no  other  recommendation  in  its  favor,  this  ought 
to  command  the  unqualified  assent  of  the  Senate. 
The  purchaser  will  see,  in  the  conditions  tendered, 
a  sufficient  inducement  to  avoid  a  reversion,  and 
inducements  not  less  strong  will  impel  him  to  the 
most  rigid  punctuality  in  making  the  payments 
required  by  the  provisions  of  the  section. 

In  favor  of  the  term  of  eight  years,  which  has 
been  fixed  upon  by  a  majority  of  the  committee, 
it  may  be  urged  that  the  inuulgence  which  has 
been  neretofore  granted  by  Congress  has  in  some 
degree  directed  its  decision.  It  is  admitted  that 
the  situation  of  the  parties  which  will  be  affected 
by  it  is  different,  and  that  if  it  was  practicable  to 
adapt  the  provisions  of  the  section  to  their  various 
cases,  it  would  have  been  done;  but,  considering 
this  measure  as  an  act  of  liberality,  and  at  the  same 
time  calculated  to  have  a  salutary  influence  upon 
the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Government,  it  was 
considered  more  important  to  introduce  a  uniform 
rule,  the  operation  of  which  would  be  easily  com- 
prehended, than  to  encumber  the  section  with  the 
complex  provisions  which  otherwise  would  have 
been  indispensable. 

For  these  reasons,  I  think  the  provisions  of  the 
bill  are  such  as  to  be  entitled  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate. 

I  cannot  close  my  remarks  on  a  question  so 
interesting  to  the  people  I  have  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent, without  reminding  the  Senate  that  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  was  called  to  this  subject  by  the 
President  ol  the  United  States  in  his  Message  to 
both  Houses  of  Congress  at  the  commencement  of 
the  present  session,  and  that  a  plan  for  the  relief 
of  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  under  the  ancient 
system  was  submitted  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  his  annual  report,  not  different  in  prin- 
ciple from  the  bill  under  consideration. 

It  is  my  duty  to  state,  Mr.  President,  that  there 
was  some  difference  of  opinion  in  the  committee 
in  relation  to  this  bill,  but  all  were  in  favor  of 
granting  relief  to  those  concerned  in  its  provisions. 

Mr.  EnwARns,  of  Illinois,  rose,  and  expressing 
a  hope  that  the  great  importance  of  the  subject 
then  under  discussion  to  the  nation,  and  :iiore  par- 
ticularly the  deep  interest  which  the  people  of  the 
State  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent  had  in 
it,  would  be  a  suflacient  apology  for  his  asking  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  remarks  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  offer  to  its  consideration,  proceeded  to  no- 
tice certain  defects  in  the  bill,  and,  among  others, 
suggested  that,  by  its  phraseology,  the  relief  which 
it  proposed  to  grant  was  limited,  and  confined  to 
the  direct  purchasers  from  the  Grovernment,  to  the 
entire  exclusion  of  those  who  had  purchased  from 
individuals  lands  subject  to  the  lien  of  the  Govern- 
ment, for  the  instalments  that  are  still  due  upon 
them;  which  latter  class,  he  contended,  if  tney 
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were  not  the  most  numerous,  were  in  general  the 
most  deserving  of  relief,  because  they  were  princi- 
pally composed  of  persons  who,  having  gone  to 
the  respective  States  in  which  the  public  lands  lie, 
strangers,  and  not  knowing  where  to  find  vacant 
land,  or  being  desirous  of  settling  in  the  vicinities 
of  friends  and  acquaintances  who  had  preceded 
them,  had  generally  purchased  at  an  advanced 
price,  and  of  course  would,  in  proportion  to  their 
purchases,  be  the  greatest  sufferers.  But,  said  he, 
what  is  still  worse,  by  the  provisions  of  the  bill  as 
it  now  reads,  the  original  purchasers  have  the  right 
to  relinquish  the  very  lands  which  they  have  sold, 
in  many  instances,  at  an  exorbitant  profit,  and  to 
appropriate  to  themselves  the  benefit  of  all  the  in- 
stalments that  have  been  paid  by  their  assignees. 
These  obiections,  however,  said  ne,  may  be  easily 
obviated  by  substituting  the  word  holders  in  the 
place  of  purchasers.  Other  amendments  he  thousht 
most  obviously  necessary ;  but,  said  he,  in  this 
stage  of  the  bill,  it  may  be  most  advisable  to  dis- 
cuss its  general  objects,  which,  by  eliciting  the 
views  of  different  gentlemen,  may  enable  us  to 
ascertain  with  the  more  certainty  and  precisioa 
what  provisions  and  amendments  will  be  most  ac- 
ceptable to  the  majority  of  the  Senate. 

All  agree  that  relief  is  necessary.  Much  diver- 
sity of  opinion,  however,  may  exist  as  to  what  it 
should  be.  And,  in  order  justly  lo  appreciate  the 
claims  which  the  debtors  for  public  land  have 
upon  the  humanity  and  justice  of  this  Grovernment, 
it  seems  to  be  necessary  to  advert  to  the  times  of 
artificial  and  fictitious  prosperity  that  are  recently 
past,  and  to  contrast  them  with  the  present  disas- 
trous turn  of  affairs  which  we  see  every  day  more 
and  more  realized ;  and  this  for  the  double  purpose 
of  accounting  for  the  causes  that  have  seduced 
that  class  of  our  fellow-citizens  into  a  condition 
which  renders  the  beneficent  interposition  of  Con- 
gress necessary  to  them  ;  and  at  the  same  time  to 
demonstrate  the  expediency,  on  the  part  of  Con- 
gress, of  extending  to  them  such  relief  as  their  sit- 
uation requires,  and  as  is  not  forbidden  by  the  dic- 
tates of  a  liberal  and  enlightened  policy,  and  a  just 
re^rd  to  the  public  interest. 

Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  E.,  I  discard  from  my 
view  of  this  subiect  all  mercenary  considerations 
of  profit  to  the  Government,  from  granting  the  re- 
lief proposed  by  this  bill.  Narrow  considerations  of 
interest,  nice  calculations  of  pecuniary  profit,  when 
the  CTeat  question  is  one  of  legislative  ^race  and 
relief,  to  a  considerable  and  suffering  portion  of  the 
community,  seem  to  me  to  be  out  of  place  on  this 
floor.  I  never  can  ask  this  Senate  to  do  what  I 
consider  wrong,  because  it  may  produce  a  profit  to 
the  nation.  Nor  will  I  ask  it  to  do  what  I  con- 
sider right  in  itself  by  appealing  to  any  such  con- 
tracted and  mercenary  considerations.  A  course 
like  this  may  suit  the  superannuated,  corrupt,  and 
tottering  monarchies  on  the  other  side  of  the  At- 
lantic, living  from  hand  to  mouth  by  the  expedi- 
ents of  the  day,  and  hastening  their  downfall  by 
the  very  food  on  which  they  feed ;  but  such  a 
course  is,  in  my  opinion,  as  unsuited  to  the  merid- 
ian as  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of  a  great, 
a  youthful,  a  vigorous,  and  magnanimous  Repub- 
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lie — a  Republic  founded  on  the  affections  of  the 
people ;  flowing  from  them  as  the  great  fountain 
of  power — instituted  soUly  for  their  happiness,  and, 
consequenthj,  ever  ready  to  administer,  from  the  purest 
motives,  a  just  relief  to  their  sufferings.  This  Gov- 
ernment, sir,  depends  for  its  successful  operations 
on  the  affections  of  the  people.  They  can  never 
have  affection  for  a  Government  which  they  can- 
not respect.  And  what  respect  can  be  felt  for  a 
Government  which,  professing  to  do  an  act  of 
grace,  founds  that  act  on  a  cold  calculation  of  a 
return  of  profit  ?  Charity  is  certainly  one  of 
the  most  amiable  of  virtues  ;  yet,  what  would  be 
thought  of  that  charity  which  should  be  bestowed 
on  an  arithmetical  estimate  of  usurious  interest  ? 
Considerations  of  this  sort,  Mr.  President,  are,  in 
my  opinion,  unworthy  of  the  grave  and  enlight- 
ened deliberations  of  this  Senate.  1  will  not  urge 
them.  I  cannot  rely  on  them.  No,  sir,  any  meas- 
ure of  relief  which  may  be  afforded  by  the  Nation- 
al Legislature,  should  near  the  general  stamp  of  an 
act  ofgrace  to  the  individuals  interested  ;  it  should 
also  be  a  measure  of  wise  and  just  policy  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Union.  I  am  no  advocate,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, for  the  romantic  and  ostentatious  display  of 
generosity  on  the  part  of  this  Government;  and 
this  case  would  not  receive  the  support  of  my  poor 
abilities,  did  I  not  believe  that  relief  is  necessary  to 
prevent  real,  extensive,  eminent,  and,  in  my  opin- 
ion, at  least,  unmerited  suffering.  The  debt  is  of 
such  magnitude,  that,  in  point  of  fact,  it  cannot 

Stssibly  be  paid  in  the  present  state  of  affairs, 
ad  the  people  of  the  West  incurred  this  debt  by 
any  imprudence  peculiar  to  themselves,  they  might 
have  had  no  claims  to  your  sympathy.  But  there 
was  no  peculiar  imprudence  in  this  case.  It  was 
no  malady  confined  to  that  country.  It  was  the 
general  mania  that  raged  universally  throughout 
the  land ;  and.  even  if  the  fever  was  hotter  there, 
it  was  only  because  the  pabulum  which  fed  it  was 
more  copious  and  tempting. 

That  these  people  have  erred,  miscalculated,  and 
purchased  public  land  greatly  beyond  their  ability 
to  pay  for  it,  is  evident  enough  from  the  enormous 
sum  which,  from  the  Message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  referred  to  bv  the  gentleman 
who  has  just  resumed  his  seat,  (Mr.  Thomas,)  it 
appears  that  they  now  owe  on  that  account.    But, 
taking  into  view  the  frailties  and  imperfections  of 
human  nature,  the  want  of  sufficient  foresight, 
which  is  the  common  lot  of  man,  and  the  illu- 
sions of  hope,  which  too  easily  cheat  us  into  the 
belief  of  the  practicability  of  tnat  which  we  wish 
to  accomplish,  the  case  makes  a  strong  appeal  to 
our  compassion.    There  are,  indeed,  also,  some 
circumstances  in  this  case,  with  a  part  of  which 
the  Government  has  been  so  intimately  connected 
as  ought  not  only  to  prevent  it  from  regarding 
those  people  with  the  sternness  of  stoic  mdiffer- 
ence,  and  leaving  them  to  all  the  unmitigated  con- 
sequences of  the  errors  into  which  they  nave  been 
betrayed,   but  loudly   appeal   to  the  sympathies, 
clemency,  and  magnanimity,  and  even  the  justice 
of  the  National  Legislature,  and  demand  the  ut- 
most alleviation  which  it  .can  reasonably  grant. 
Infatuated  as  all  classes  of  our  fellow-citizens 


have  been,  by  a  short-lived  prosperity,  which, 
though  depending  wholly  upon  temporary  causes, 
too  many  believed  would  be  permanent,  and  too 
few  supposed  would  end  so  soon,  it  is  hardly  to  be 
supposed  that  our  free  representative  Government 
should  have  been  totally  exempt  from  the  influence 
of  the  general  delusion,  or  that  it  should  not  have 
participated  in  it,  and  even  given  rise  to  a  portion 
of  it. 

In  all  such  Grovernments  as  ours,  the  people  and 
Grovemment  must  necessarily,  to  a  certain  extent, 
at  least,  reciprocally  act  upon  and  influence  each 
other ;  and  therefore,  in  mtimating  the  opinion 
that  the  Government  itself  did  contribute  to  the 
delusion  which  misled  our  fellow-citizens  into  ex- 
cessive purchase  of  public  lands,  I  do  not  wish  to 
be  understood  as  imputing  any  blame  or  censure 
whatever,  but  merely  as  speaking  of  things  as  they 
actually  have  been  ;  and  as,  from  the  intimate  con- 
nexion between  the  people  and  Government,  they 
must  necessarily  have  been. 

The  long  convulsions  in  Europe,  which  grew 
out  of  the  French  Revolution,  by  furnishing  us 
with  a  ready  and  most  extraordinary  market  for 
our  produce,  and  by  the  advantages  which  they 
afforded  to  our  navigation  and  commerce,  had  pro- 
duced such  unparalleled  prosperity  that  the  whole 
nation  had  become  so  intoxicated  with  its  ephem- 
eral success  as  to  overlook  the  causes  from  whence 
its  prosperity  sprung,  and  upon  which  its  contmu- 
ance  depended. 

The  late  war,  so  far  from  abating  in  the  least 
degree  the  fallacious  calculations  that  were  but  too 
generally  indulged,  produced  a  train  of  events 
which  inspired  new  and  more  extravagant  hopei^ 
and  expectations,  the  causes  of  which  I  will  en- 
deavor briefly  to  explain. 

In  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  the  exigencies  of 
the  Grovernment  became  so  pressing  that  it  found 
itself  reduced  to  the  expediency  of  borrowing  large 
sums  of  money  of  the  local  banks^  which  it  was 
well  known  they  could  not  lend  without  suspend- 
ing specie  payments.  And,  although  the  value  of 
bank  notes  in  general  must  depend  upon  their 
convertibility  into  specie,  yet,  seeing  that  the  war 
could  not  be  prosecuted  with  effect  without  those 
loans,  public  opinion,  co-operating  with  the  Gov- 
ernment, so  far  sanctioned  the  consequent  suspen- 
sions of  specie  payments  that  few  men  would 
venture  to  refuse  to  take  the  (>aper  of  these  banks, 
lest  they  should  be  denounced  as  enemies  to  their 
country.  The  Government  used  it  to  support  the 
war  and  pay  its  debts.  Public  creditors  were  ob- 
liged to  receive  it,  and,  to  render  it  as  current  as 
possible,  it  was  made  receivable  in  the  land  offices 
— all  of  which  circumstances  combined  to  give  to 
it  the  character  of  a  fair  representative  of  so  much 
real  coin.  And  thus  were  those  banks  tempted 
and  seduced  to  issue  a  most  unexampled  and  un- 
justifiable profusion  of  paper,  from  which  exorbi- 
tant profits  were  made,  that  generated  a  spirit  of 
banking  which  operated  like  a  contagion,  and  pro- 
duced a  vast  multiplication  of  such  institutions- 
some  of  which  were  fortunate  enough  to  have  their 
paper  also  made  receivable  in  payment  for  public 
lands.  .     -       _ 
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These  banks  were  anxious  to  loan  money.  The 
facilities  with  which  it  could  be  obtained  could 
not  fail  to  allure  the  enterprising  citizens  of  this 
free  and  aspiring  Republic  into  almost  every  spe- 
cies of  active  adventure  and  bold  speculation,  as 
well  as  many  of  them  into  inconsiderate  extrava- 
gance. And  hence  there  were  many  borrowers, 
and  finally  an  issue  of  paper  so  greatly  exceeding 
the  whole  amount  of  the  current  coin  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  as  to  beget  an  infatuation  little  if  any 
thing  9hort  of  that  which  was  produced  in  France 
and  England  about  a  century  ago  by  the  memora- 
ble Mississippi  and  South-Sea  schemes. 

In  addition  to  this  monstrous  augmentation  of 
our  circulating  medium,  a  large  number  of  claims 
for  land  on  the  qorthwest  side  of  the  Ohio,  which 
had  been  recognised  by  the  Old  Congress  in  1787, 
had  been  converted  into  certificates,  which,  as 
well  as  the  Mississippi  stock,  were  made  receiva- 
ble in  payment  for  public  lands— thereby  increas- 
ing the  facilities  of  paying  for,  and  the  temptation 
to  buy,  those  lands. 

It  was  during  this  tide  of  visionary  prosperity, 
which  innocent  credulity  fondly  hoped  would 
never  ebb,  that  the  most  of  those  purchases  were 
made ;  and  indeed  the  delusion  continued  so  long, 
that  the  hopes  and  expectations  of  the  most  san- 
guine seemed  to  acquire  strong  confirmation  of 
their  fancied  prajjticability. 

Nor  was  this  infatuation  confined  to  the  pur- 
chasers of  public  land,  nor  to  the  ignorant,  unin- 
formed, and  inconsiderate  part  of  the  community. 
It  affected  all  cla$ses  of  society,  and  even  the  Grov- 
ernment itself.  It  gave  to  every  species  of  property 
a  fictitious  value;  produced  an  entire  revolution 
in  the  manners  and  habits  of  our  fellow-citizens ; 
substituted  in  the  place  of  that  republican  simpli- 
city which  had  heretofore  characterized  us,  all  the 
extravagant  pomp  and  pageantry  of  Royalty  itself; 
and  gave  birth  to  a  multitude  of  the  wildest  pro- 
jects and  most  visionary  speculations. 

Our  means  were  thought  adequate  to  accom- 
plish all  that  the  imagination  could  suggest,  or 
that  art  could  execute,  to  minister  to  the  comforts, 
convenience,  interest,  or  pride,  of  individuals ;  or 
to  the  improvement,  embellishment,  and  aggran- 
dizement, of  our  country ;  and  of  all  the  various 
improvements,  adventures,  or  undertakings,  by  in- 
dividuals or  corporations,  which  distinguish  those 
times,  nothing  was  attempted  but  upon  the  most 
magnificent  scale. 

The  excessive  importations  of  foreign  goods  that 
were  made  immediately  succeeding  the  peace,  and 
which  have  proved  so  ruinous  to  those  who  were 
concerned  in  them,  had  so  greatly  augmented  the 
public  revenue,  that  it  was  deemed  expedient  to 
abolish  all  internal  taxation.  The  greatest  diffi- 
culty that  seemed  to  present  itself,  even  to  our 
wisest  politicians,  was  to  devise  ways  and  means 
of  disposing  of  the  vast  sums  which  it  was  sup- 
posed would  overflow  the  national  coffers.  And 
hence,  among  other  things,  was  that  rage  for  in- 
ternal improvements  which,  agitating  the  nation 
from  North  to  South  and  from  East  to  West,  put 
in  requisition  the  highest  order  of  talents,  and  pro- 
duced the  most  powerful  arguments  and  splen- 


did displays  of  eloquence  which  this  or  any  other 
country  can  boast,  to  demonstrate  that  this  Gov- 
ernment either  had  or  ought  to  have  delegated 
power  to  accomplish  this  great  national  object. 
And  yet  not  one  of  those  keen-sighted  politicians 
and  distinguished  orators  could  have  imagined  that 
at  thb  early  day  we  should  not  only  be  without  a 
single  cent  to  appropriate  to  such  purposes ;  but 
that  the  state  of  our  Treasury  should  be  relied 
upon  as  affording  the  most  powerful  argument 
for  overthrowing  valuable  institutions  and  sus- 
pending measures  which  jecent  and  melancholy 
experience  has  evinced  to  be  necessary  for  otir 
future  protection. 

The  miscalculations  and  indiscretions  of  the 
purchasers  of  public  land,  therefore,  are  not  to  be 
wondered  at.  Even  that  able  statesman,  who  now 
so  honorably  to  himself,  and  so  advantageously  to  * 
his  country,  fills  the  first  station  in  the  Grovem- 
ment, after  visiting  the  Western  country,  consid- 
ered the  purchase  of  public  land  at  the  minimum 
price  so  advantageous  to  the  purchasers,  and  so 
injurious  to  the  public  interest,  that  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  recommend  to  Congress  an  augmentation 
of  the  price.  In  consequence  of  whick  an  im- 
mense quantity  of  public  land  was  immediately 
purchased,  with  the  firm  belief  that  the  measure  • 
recommended  by  the  President  would  be  adopted. 
At  length,  however,  those  splendid  and  bewitching 
visions  began  to  disappear.  The  paper  in  circula- 
tion, no  longer  supported  by  the  exigencies  of  the 
Grovernment,  began  to  lose  its  credit,  and  much  of 
it  ceased  to  answer  the  purposes  of  a  circulating 
medium ;  to  supply  the  want  of  which  was  one  of 
the  most  powerful  arguments  for  the  establishment 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  whose  opera- 
tions soon  annihilated  many  of  the  local  banks, 
and  crippled  and  prostrated  the  balance,  to  the  in- 
calculanle  injury  of  those  who  had  been  induced 
to  rely  upon  them,  by  the  credit  and  currency 
which  the  Grovernment  itself  had  given  to  their 
notes.  And  thus,  after  using  those  banks  for  the 
pavment  of  its  debts,  and  seducing  our  fellow- 
citizens  to  rely  upon  them  for  the  payment  of 
theirs,  the  Grovernment  became  instrumental  in 
accelerating  the  overthrow  and  ruin  of  those  insti- 
tutions, to  which  they  had  principally  exposed 
themselves  by  the  very  loans  which  they  had  made 
to  the  Grovernment. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  was,  however, 
relied  upon  as  the  ^eat  panacea  that  was  to  re- 
store to  healthful  vigor  our  expiring  prosperity. 
Wise  men  contended,  and  good  ones  sincerely  be- 
lieved, that  it  would  effectually  remedy  cvib  that 
were  in  themselves  incurable,  and  which  nothing 
but  time,  with  the  utmost  industry,  prudence,  and 
economy,  could  even  alleviate.  But  if  it  has  not 
verified  all  the  predictions  of  its  enemies,  it  has 
certainly  so  far  disappointed  the  hope^  expecta- 
tions, and  promises  of  its  most  reasonable  and  in- 
telligent friends;  for,  notwithstanding  all  the 
promised  amelioration  of  our  condition  by  this 
expedient,  it  most  unquestionably  aggravated  the 
distress  and  embarrassments  of  the  whole  West- 
ern country,  at  least  by  prematurely  destroying, 
with  rash  and  inconsiderate  hostility,  the  local 
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currency,  without  substituting  any  adequate  me- 
dium in  its  place. 

The  circulating  medium  of  the  Union  was  soon 
reduced  from  one  hundred  and  ten  to  forty-five 
millions  of  dollars,  of  which  residue  the  Western 
country  neither  did  nor  could  participate,  in  pro- 
portion either  to  its  numbers  or  its  wants,  as  must 
DC  evident  from  the  immense  sums  which  have 
been  drawn  from  it  on  account  of  public  lands ; 
from  the  bjilance  of  trade,  as  proved  by  the  rate  of 
exchange  having  been  constantly  against  it,  and 
from  the  disproportionate  expenditure  of  public 
money  in  the  Atlantic  States. 

Money,  therefore,  with  us,  became  hcarce,  and 
within  the  last  two  years  has  almost  entirely  dis- 
appeared.   No  sound  currency  remains.    Every 
species  of  property  has  lost  its  value.     The  pro- 
•    ducts  of  agriculture  have  ceased  to  reward  the 
labor  employed  in  growing  them.    Commerce  lan- 
guishes.    Our  manufactures  have  gone  to  decay ; 
and  nothing  is  now  to  be  seen  but  the  hopeless 
despair  and  ruin  which  these  portentous  vicissi- 
tudes have  occasioned.     And  hence  it  is  that  we 
have  heard  so  much  of  the  various  efforts  of  sev- 
eral of  the  most  respectahte  State  Legislatures  to 
r^eve  the  embarraftments,  alleviate  the  distress, 
^  and  avert  the  ruin,  that  threatens  to  overwhelm 
their  fellow-citizens.    And,  although  we  may  not 
approve  of  all  the  expedients  that  have  been  re- 
sorted  to  for   that   purpose,   yet   the  disposition 
which  they  manifest  is  worthy  of  our  imitation, 
and  ought  to  be  most  seriously  regarded  by  us  as 
proof  t^at  public  sentiment  demands  of  us  the  ut- 
most relief  which  it  is  in  our  power,  consistently 
with  our  duty,  to  extend  to  a  suffering  commu- 
nity. 

Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  E.,  the  records  of  his- 
tory furnish  no  instances  of  an  infatuation  so  uni- 
versal, with  consequences  so  much  to  be  deplored, 
as  that  which  has  pervaded  our  own  country,  un- 
less they  are  to  be  found  in  the  famous  Mississippi 
and  South  Sea  schemes,  to  which  I  have  already 
alluded,  and  which  were  not  more  disastrous  to 
the  people  of  France  and  England  than  would  be 
the  situation  of  the  debtors  for  public  land,  if,  with 
all  their  other  engagements  to  pay  money,  the 
Government  should  continue  to  hold  them  bound 
to  pay  the  prodigious  sum  of  near  twenty-three 
millions  of  dollars,  which  they  now  owe,  or  lose 
all  the  instalments  that  they  have  already  paid. 

It  is  true,  sir,  that  those  cases  are  not  precisely 
analogous  to  our  own,  but  they  are  not  without 
some  traits  of  similitude,  for  the  agency  and  influ- 
ence of  Government  is  visible  in  all  ol  them  ;  and 
the  evils  produced  in  each  case  primarily  resulted 
from  the  countenance  afforded  by  Government  to 
incorporated  companies,  by  using  them  for  the 
payment  of  public  debts,  and  giving  to  them  a 
credit  which  they  never  otherwise  could  have 
acquired.     And,  although  our  Government  was 
not,  like  those  of  France  and  EDsland,  directly 
interested  in  and  connected  with  those  moneyed 
corporations  by  whose  aid  it  paid  its  debts,  yet 
there  cannot  be  a  doubt  that,  to  the  loans  which  it 
made  from  them,  to  the  countenance  it  afforded 
to  their  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and  to  the 


credit  and  currency  which  it  gave  to  their  notes, 
under  such  circumstances,  are  justly  to  be  attrib- 
uted that  undue  multiplication  of  banks,  and  that 
superabundant  issue  of  paper  which  have  caused 
the  distress  that  afflicts  and  the  ruin  that  threatens 
our  suffering  fellow-citizens. 

Mr.  E.  dilated  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  relation  to  those  banks,  and  declared  that 
he  did  veriJy  believe  that,  but  for  the  loans  which 
it  had  made  from  them,  and  its  consequent  con- 
duct, we  should  have  escaped  the  fatal  conse- 
quences which  we  all  now  so  sincerely  deplore, 
and  which,  though  they  were  doubtless  not  de- 
signed, might  have  been  (breseen,  because  they  are 
the  natural  consequences  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Grovernment,  for  which  it  could  lyve  no  apolo^ 
except  that  which  is  to  be  found  m  its  necesiiities 
at  that  particular  period. 

Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  E.,  France  and  Eng- 
land did  not  hesitate,  in  the  cases  referred  to,  to 
extend  to  their  subjects  the  most  prompt  and  effec- 
tiial  relief  that  was  practicable.  Have  you  less 
sympathy  for  the  sufferings  of  your  free  and  patri- 
otic fellow-citizens?  Will  you  hesitate  to  relieve 
them  when  the  most  that  is  asked  of  you  is  to  for- 
bear to  take  advantage  of  the  indiscretions  into 
which  they  have  been  decoyed  ?  To  relinquish  a 
mere  speculation,  which  a  liberal-minded  indi- 
vidual would  not  hesitate  to  cancel  under  similar 
circumstances? 

Mr.  President,  were  the  debtors  for  public  lands 
entirely  free  from  all  other  embarrassments,  it  is 
evident  that  so  small  a  portion  of  the  community 
mu5t  be  utterly  unable,  in  the  present  slate  of 
affairs,  to  pay  tne  enormous  sura  which  they  now 
owe  tne  Government ;  a  sum  that  exceeds  one- 
half  of  the  whole  amount  of  the  circulating  me- 
dium of  the  United  States,  and  is  constantly  in- 
creasing by  the  accumulation  of  interest.  But, 
sir,  the  same  causes  that  have  embarrassed  others 
have  most  certainly  equally  operated  upon  them ; 
and  there  is  no  part  of  your  population,  who,  in 
proportibn  to  their  means  of  payment,  have  prob- 
ably contracted  a  greater  mass  of  other  engage- 
ment— none  whose  situation  required  a  greater 
expenditure  of  money,  as  must  be  obvious  to  all 
those  who  will  reflect  upon  the  cost  of  moving  to 
and  making  improvements  in  a  new  country  ;  the 
length  of  time  that  is  necessary  to  render  farms 
productive,  and  the  necessity,  in  the  mean  time,  of 
purchasing  every  article  ol  husbandry,  clothing, 
and  subsistence,  with  cash. 

Besides  a  great  variety  of  other  debts,  which 
the  temporary  success  of  themselves,  or  others,  in 
land  speculations,  seduced  many  of  tho^e  persons 
to  contract,  in  the  vain  hope  of  discharging  them 
with  the  profits  which  they  expected  to  realise 


from  the  land  purchasers,  a  vast  proportion  of 
them  are  doubtless  still  indebted  to  banlts  or  indi- 
viduals for  the  very  money  with  which  they  paid 
the  first  instalments  upon  those  lands,  whilst,  in 
addition  to  all  the  other  causes  which  have  con- 
tributed to  produce  their  inability  to  fulfil  their 
engaeements,  you  have  depreciated  their  lands, 
and  destroyed  all  hopes  of  resource  from  the  sale 
of  them,  by  reducing  the  price  of  the  residue  of 


that  part  of  your  own  which  you  have  purchased 
of  the  Indians,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and 
seventy-two  millions  of  acres,  to  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  an  acre ;  and  immediately  bring- 
ing into  competition  with  them  upwards  of  fifty- 
four  millions  of  acres,  that  are  now  actually  sur- 
veyed and  in  the  market ;  which  are  events  that 
could  not  have  been  foreseen,  and  certainly  were 
not  anticipated  by  those  debtors. 

As,  then,  it  is  absolutely  impossible  for  them  to 
complete  their  payments  for  the  lands  which  they 
have  purchased,  it  follows  that,  without  the  relief 
which  Congress  alone  can  afford  them,  they  must 
forfeit  all  that  they  have  already  paid  on  that  ac- 
count, which,  if  no  one  of  them  has  paid  more 
than  one  instalment,  cannot  be  less  than  between 
seven  and  eight  millions  of  dollars ;  for,  as  has 
been  correctly  stated  by  my  colleague,  the  law 
required  payments  for  public  lands  to  be  divided 
into  four  equal  instalments,  one  of  which  must 
have  been  paid  down  at  the  time  of  making  each 
respective  purchase,  and,  therefore,  it  is  impossible 
that  those  debtors  can  owe  the  amount  reported 
to  be  due,  without  having  paid  the  sum  which  I 
have  stated.  So,  if  they  have  paid  two  instal- 
ments, the  amount  liable  to  forfeiture  is  precisely 
equal  to  that  which  is  due.  And,  as  many  of 
them  have  paid  two  or  more  instalments,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  amount  greatly  exceeds 
the  minimum  which  I  have  mentioned. 

But,  were  the  sum  to  be  forfeited,  only  eight 
millions  of  dollars,  which,  if  every  one  who  is 
able,  should  complete  his  payments,  is,  I  am  sure, 
the  very  least  that  it  could  possibly  be,  it  surely 
cannot  be  difficult  to  conceive  of  the  individual 
distress  that  would  be  produced,  and  the  danger- 
ous ferments  and  commotions  that  might  be  exci- 
ted by  such  a  prodigious  sacrifice  as  the  total  for- 
feiture of  that  amount,  being  nearly  equal  to  one- 
fifth  of  our  whole  circulating  medium. 

This,  however,  sir,  is  an  aspect  of  the  case  upon 
which  I  forbear  all  further  remark,  lest  1  should 
seem  to  expect  from  your  fears  that  which  I  am 
very  certain  would  be  much  more  readily  yielded 
to  the  superior  claims  upon  your  humanity  and 
justice.  And,  indeed,  sir,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that,  whatever  may  be  your  ultimate  deci- 
sion upon  the  case  now  under  consideration,  it 
will  be  as  likely  to  be  acquiesced  in,  and  submit- 
ted to,  in  the  West,  as  it  would  be,  under  similar 
circumstances,  in  any  other  part  of  the  United 
States ;  for  the  people  of  the  Western  country, 
not  less  patriotic  than  brave,  are  second  to  none 
in  the  most  devoted  attachment  to  the  Union ; 
whose  advantage  to  themselves  they  duly  appre- 
ciate, well  knowing,  among  other  things,  that, 
with  but  one  single  outlet  for  the  products  of  their 
country,  of  such  vast  extent  and  unrivalled  fer- 
tility, they  must  look  to  the  Atlantic  States  for 
that  naval  protection  which,  from  the  peculiarity 
of  their  own  situation,  they  are  unable  to  create 
for  themselves.  They  also  believe  that  their  At- 
lantic brethren,  who  must  become  the  carriers  of 
their  produce,  cannot  fail  to  see  in  their  prosperity 
the  best  means  of  increasing  their  own,  by  the 
additional  encouragement  which  it  would  afford 


to  their  navigation  and  commerce — objects  of 
great  national  importance,  which  the  Western 
people  have  not  been  backward  in  assisting  to 
cherish  and  to  protect 

They  have,  moreover,  seen,  with  great  satbfac- 
tion,  in  some  recent  measures,  a  pledge  of  those 
liberal  feelings  towards  them,  which  has  allayed 
all  former  fears,  and  forbids  the  belief  that  any 
motive  of  hostility  or  jealousy  could,  in  the  least 
degree,  influence  your  decision  on  the  present  oc- 
casion ;  and  I  flatter  myself  that  there  is  no  gen- 
tleman of  this  honorable  Senate  who,  under  any 
circumstances,  could  find  so  much  cruelty  in  his 
heart  as  to  be  willing  to  take  from  those  people 
even  eight  millions  of  dollars,  and  at  the  same 
time  keep  all  the  lands  for  which  those  dollars 
were  given,  together  with  all  the  improvements 
that  have  been  n^de  upon  the  lands.  No,  sir  ; 
humanity,  justice,  and  sound  policy,  equally  for- 
bid it. 

The  only  real  difficulty,  therefore,  that  presents 
itself  is,  to  decide  upon  the  relief  which  it  is  ex- 
pedient and  proper  to  grant.  In  considering  which, 
the  obvious  policy  oi  making  it  so  liberal  as  to 
prevent  all  hopes  of  advantage  from,  future  appli- 
cations to  Congress  upon  the  subject,  ought  not 
to  be  overlooked ;  for  experience  proves,  that  where 
relief  in  such  cases  b  frequently  granted,  which 
must  always  be  likely  to  happen  when  it  has  been 
inadequate  in  the  first  instance,  it  never  fails  to 
beget  an  habitual  dependence  upon  it,  which  pre- 
vents the  necessary  exertions  to  make  payment, 
and  often  creates  a  state  of  things  that  renders  it 
difficult  to  refuse,  and  sometimes  necessary  to 
grant,  further  indulgence,  than  would  have  been 
necessary  had  sufficient  liberality  been  dispensed 
in  the  first  instance. 

With  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  appears  to  me 
that  the  first  great  object  should  be  to  diminish 
the  debt,  which  can  be  accomplished  justly  in 
two  ways — 

1st.  By  permitting  purchasers  who  are  unable 
to  pay  for  the  whole  of  their  lands,  to  relinquish  a 
part  of  them,  upon  equitable  terms. 

2d.  By  offering  just  and  proper  inducements  to 
make  prompt  payment. 

It  is  the  object  of  the  bill  now  under  considera- 
tion, to  accomplish  the  first  of  these  measures,  by 
permitting  the  holders  of  a  plurality  of  half-<)uar- 
ter  sections  of  land,  upon  which  the  whole  instal- 
ments have  not  been  paid,  to  relinquish  as  many 
entire  half-quarter  sections  as  they  please,  with  the 
privilege  of  having  the  money  paid  thereon  ap- 
plied to  their  credit,  upon  such  as  they  may  retain. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  remind  the  Senate, 
that,  as  the  public  lands  were  required  by  law  to 
be  sold  in  tracts  not  exceeding  a  quarter  section  in 
any  case,  and  a  half-quarter  section  in  some  cases, 
the  sale  of  each  quarter  or  half-quarter  section,  as 
the  case  may  have  been,  is  to  be  considered  as  a 
distinct  contract,  and  therefore  the  practical  effects 
of  the  indulgence  asked  for  would  be  but  little,  if 
any  thing,  more  than  to  enable  those  unfortunate 
and  distressed  public  debtors  to  get  rid  of  so  many 
separate  and  distinct  contracts  with  the  (Jovem- 
ment  as  they  are  unable  to  comply  with,  and  ad- 
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mits  of  no  arbitrary  selections,  contrary  to  the 
subdirisions  which  Congress  itself  has  created. 

And,  besides  the  inutility-  and  folly  of  requiring 
men  to  perform  impossibilities,  the  Gtorernment, 
in  granting  this  indulgence,  will  still  be  in  as  good 
a  situation  as  if  those  improvident  contracts  had 
never  been  made  ;  for,  if  it  does  not  get  the  money 
most  imprudently  contracted  to  be  paid  for  its 
land,  it  gets  back  the  land  itself,  without  any  de- 
terioration, while  the  purchasers  cannot  get  a 
single  acre  for  which  they  will  not  have  paid  the 
Government  a  full  equivalent ;  and  thus  the  evils 
which  have  their  origin  in  an  excess  of  those  con- 
tracts will  be  most  naturally  corrected  by  dimin- 
ishing their  number,  upon  such  terms  as  will  leave 
both  parties  in  as  good  a  situation  as  they  would 
have  been  in  if  such  excess  had  never  existed. 

This  measure  is  greatly  to  be  preferred  to  any 
jdan  of  indul^nce,  whose  object  is  a  mere  exten- 
sion of  the  times  of  payment ;  for,  embarrassed 
as  those  debtors  now  are,  in  common  with  the  rest 
of  their  fellow  citizens,  by  other  engagements, 
and  deprived  of  all  resource  in  the  sale  of  their 
lands,  by  the  conduct  of  the  Grovernment  in  redu- 
cing the  price  of  its  own ;  the  entire  change  in 
our  commercial  relations,  and  the  permanent  loss 
of  foreign  markets  for  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  great 
staples  of  our  country,  leave  no  ground  to  hope 
that  they  will  be  able  at  any  future  time,  what- 
ever indulgence  may  be  granted  to  them,  to  pay 
the  amount  which  they  now  owe  the  Government. 
But,  even  if  they  should  be  able  to  pay,  it  is  not 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  they  will  do  so,  since 
Congress  has  made  it  the  interest  of  a  great  ma- 
jority of  them  to  forfeit  all  that  they  have  already 
paid,  rather  than  to  pay  the  balance  that  is  due. 
This  is  particularly  the  case  with  all  those  who 
have  paid  one  instalment  only  ;  for,  supposing 
them  to  have  purchased  at  the  minimum  price, 
they  still  have  to  pay  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  an 
acre,  with  interest,  while  they  can  purchase  as 
good  or  better  land  of  the  Government,  at  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  an  acre,  without  in- 
terest ;  at  which  price  they  will  be  able  to  repur- 
chase the  very  lands  that  may  be  forfeited  when 
they  shall  be  again  ofiered  for  sale. 

Therefore,  taking  it  for  granted  that  the  Gov- 
ernment would  not  wish,  under  the  circumstances 
that  have  been  mentioned,  like  a  ruthless,  heart- 
less sharper,  to  take  advantage  of  forfeitures  which 
its  own  conduct  had  rendered  it  the  interest  of  a 
large  and  meritorious  class  of  citizens  to  subject 
themselves  to,  and  seeing  that   these  contracts 
neither  can  nor  will  be  complied  with,  there  seems 
to  be  no  reasonable  motive  to  refuse,  and  the 
strongest  inducements  to  grant,  to  those  debtors 
the  privilege  of  relinquishing  a  part  of  their  lands, 
upon  the  terms  proposed,  whereby  the  debt  would 
be  diminished.     The  lands  would  immediately  re- 
vert to  the  Government,  and  could  be  disposed  of 
for  its  benefit,  to  persons  who  would   improve 
them.    The  debtors  would  be  relieved  from  a  debt 
which,  pressing  upon  them  like  an  incuhue,  para- 
lyzes all  their  energies,  and  destroys  their  enter- 
prise ;  and  the  prosperity  of  the  States  in  which 
they  reside  would  be  greatly  promoted — for  it  can- 


not be  disguised,  that  almost  all  the  citizens  in 
some  of  those  States  have  purchased  more  land 
than  they  can  pay  for ;  and,  while  the  fear  of 
losing  their  lands  prevents  many  from  improving 
them,  the  desire  of  others  to  save  as  much  of  the 
money  which  they  have  already  advanced  as  pos- 
sible, induces  them  to  lay  up  every  cent  that  ihey 
can  command  for  that  purpose,  and  prevents  other 
improvements  that  would  greatly  enhance  the 
value  of  the  public  lands,  and  are  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  those  Slates. 

Strong  as  these  considerations  recommend  and 
enjoin  the  adoption  of  the  measure  now  under  con- 
sideration as  one  of  necessary  and  just  relief  to 
those  debtors,  and  of  wise  and  correct  policy  in 
relation  to  the  Union,  there  is  an  additional  view 
of  the  subject  which  exhibits  claims  to  relief  which 
no  court  of  chancery,  were  it  a  case  between  indi- 
viduals, could  refuse  to  decree  and  enforce.  And 
I  trust  that  the  high  character  for  good  faith  and 
honor  which  this  Government  has  so  deservedly 
acquired  at  home  and  abroad  is  a  sufficient  pledge 
that  it  would  not  in  any  case  disregard  those 
principles  of  moral  justice  which,  under  precisely 
similar  circumstances,  would  be  obligatory  upon 
individuals. 

In  order  to  understand  correctly  the  mutual  ob- 
ligations between  the  Government  and  those  pur- 
chasers, in  relation  to  those  contracts,  reference 
must  be  had  to  the  law  under  which  they  were 
made.  It  may  safely  be  premised  that  all  the 
terms  offered,  and  inducements  held  o6t  to  the  pur- 
chasers by  the  law,  when  acceded  to  by  them,  be- 
came, upon  every  fair  principle  of  le^l  construc- 
tion, as  well  as  of  moral  justice,  obligatory  upon 
the  Government,  and  consequently  that  the  latter 
could  not,  without  a  palpable  violation  of  such 
obligations,  deprive  those  purchasers  of  any  advan- 
tages which  the  positive  declarations  of  the  law 
at  the  time  of  contracting  promised  them,  and 
which  may  fairlv  be  considered  as  having  consti- 
tuted a  part  (ana  no  inconsiderable  either)  of  the 
inducements  to  enter  into  those  contracts. 

By  the  law  it  was  explicitly  declared  that  no 
public  land  should  be  sold  for  a  less  price  than  two 
dollars  per  acre.  The  payments  were  divided 
into  four  equal  instalments — one  of  which  was  to 
be  paid  down  at  the  time  of  making  the  purchast. 
On  completing  his  pavments.  any  purchaser  wts 

titled  to  his  patent ;  but,  if  he  aid  not  choose  to 


en 


pay  within  five  years  from  the  date  of  his  pur- 
chase, the  land  was  to  be  sold,  and  all  that  it  might 
sell  for  above  what  was  due  upon  it  was  to  be 
returned  to  the  first  purchaser.  Thus  every  one 
in  purchasing  had  the  two  alternatives  presented 
to  nim,  either  to  purchase  with  a  view  to  obtain 
his  patent,  or  to  receive  the  profits  upon  his  money, 
arising  from  the  enhanced  value  of  the  land  within 
five  years.  Both  alternatives  were  equally  fair 
and  legitimate  objects  of  contract,  because  equally 
authorized  by  it.  The  latter  alternative  was  doubt- 
less presented  by  the  Government  to  promote  sales. 
Its  acceptance  therefore  by  purchasers  vn^  a  fair 
and  authorized  speculation,  consistent  with  the 
views  of  the  Government,  whose  obiect  has  always 
been  to  sell  as  much  land  as  possible,  without  an)r 
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discrimination  with  regard  to  the  objects  of  pur- 
chasers. Itcannot  therefore  excuse  itself  fromgrant- 
ing  relief  to  those  persons  by  affecting  to  consider 
them  as  the  less  entitled  to  it  for  being  speculators, 
in  yielding  to  the  very  temptations  with  which  it 
seduced  them,  if  indeed  there  were  any  thing  wrong 
in  the  speculation  itself.  There  are  however  a  vast 
number  of  persons  who  have  been  induced  to  rely 
wholly  upon  the  latter  alternative  from  necessity,  not 
choice.  No  one  who  purchased  with  such  objects, 
particularly  at  the  minimum  price,  and  made  judi- 
cious selections,  could  have  lost  by  it,  and  many 
would  have  made  a  considerable  profit,  had  not 
the  price  of  public  land  been  reduced,  contrary  to 
the  plighted  faith  of  the  Grovernment. 

The  adoption  of  this  measure  has  not  only  de- 
preciated tne  lands  heretofore  sold,  impaired  the 
ability  of  purchasers  to  pay  for  their  lands,  and 
made  it  their  interest  to  surrender  them,  but,  in 
relation  to  all  those  who  relied  upon  the  sale  of 
the  lands  according  to  law  for  the  reimbursement 
of  the  instalments  paid  upon  them,  with  a  reason- 
able profit  uf>on  their  money,  it  has  most  injuri- 
ously affected  their  condition ;  deprived  them  of 
advantages  connected  with  their  contracts ;  sub- 
jected them  to  great  losses,  that  could  not  have 
been  anticipated  at  the  time  those  contracts  were 
entered  into ;  and  would  most  unquestionably,  were 
it  a  case  between  individuals,  render  it  the  duty 
of  a  court  of  equity  to  decree  that  those  contracts 
should  be  set  aside  altogether. 

Let  me  suppose,  sir,  that  the  public  lands  had 
belonged  to  an  individual  who  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances had  sold  a  part  of  them,  not  barely  with 
an  understanding,  but  with  a  positive,  unequivo- 
cal declaration,  that  he  would  not  reduce  the  price 
of  the  residue.  Can  it,  I  ask,  be  doubted,  that  if 
he  had  totally  disregarded  that  declaration,  as  the 
Grovernment  has  done,  with  so  much  injury  to  the 
purchasers,  a  court  of  equity  would  hesitate  to 
grant  relief  ?  These  purchasers  are  ex  eqxia  et  bono 
entitled  to  a  return  of  their  money,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment ought,  for  its  own  sake,  be  glad  to  com- 
promise with  them  upon  the  terms  proposed  by  the 
measure  now  under  consideration. 

Mr.  E.  further  contended  that  this  measure,  by 
enabling  the  Grovernment  to  cause  to  be  settled  a 
large  quantity  of  lands  now  held  by  persons  who 
can  never  pay  for  them,  and  therefore  will  not  im- 
prove them,  would  have  a  tendency  to  consolidate 
our  settlements,  and  impart  additional  strength  to 
our  inland  frontier ;  and  that  it  would  give  a  spring 
to  industry  which,  by  increasing  our  stock  of  na- 
tional wealth,  would  be  felt  advantageously  by  the 
whole  Union.  But,  said  he,  Mr.  President,  though 
those  public  debtors  may  see  but  little  prospect  of 
ever  paying  for  or  disposing  of  their  lands  to  ad- 
vantage, yet,  if  they  cannot  be  permitted  to  relin- 
quish a  part  of  them  upon  equitable  terms,  the 
hope  of  some  favorable  occurrence — some  auspi- 
cious turn  of  affairs,  or  more  propitious  fortune — 
will  induce  them  to  retain  the  whole  of  those  lands, 
not  only  as  long  as  the  law  now  allows,  but  as 
long  as  the  utmost  indulgence  of  Congress  (for 
which  you  will  be  constantly  importuned)  will 
permit. 


So  that  you  will  ultimately  have  to  compromise 
upon  terms  not  better  than  those  proposed,  or  to 
resort  to  the  odious  alternative  of  enforcing  for- 
feitures, and  taking  from  those  people  an  immense 
sum  of  money,  without  rendering  them  the  slight- 
est equivalent  for  it.  This,  sir,  would  indeed  be 
so  much  like  a  parent  robbing  his  own  children, 
and  so  repugnant  to  the  best  feelings  of  the  human 
heart,  as  well  as  to  all  the  maxims  of  justice,  that 
it  would  be  very  difficult  to  persevere  in  it  against 
the  constant  petitions  of  those  people,  backed  and 
supported  as  they  now  are,  and  hereafter  vvill  be, 
by  their  respective  States,  whose  influence,  if  it 
should  bear  any  proportion  to  their  rapidly  in- 
creasing population,  will  not  be  altogether  una- 
vailing, in  a  just  cause,  some  ten  years  hence. 

Mr.  President,  depend  upon  it,  sir,  public  senti- 
ment never  will,  under  the  whole  circumstances 
of  the  case,  sanction  the  exaction  of  such  forfeit- 
ures from  the  brave  and  patriotic  defenders  of  our 
frontiers,  when  the  necessity  for  them  can  be 
avoided  without  any  real  sacrifice,  and  upon  such 
just  and  equitable  terms.  And,  though  the  time 
may  not  yet  have  arrived,  I  am  persuaded  it  is 
not  distant  when  relief  will  be  granted  to  those 
upon  whom  forfeitures  have  already  been  enforced. 
1  confess  that,  for  one,  I  am  prepared  to  grant  it 
at  any  time,  believing,  as  I  sincerely  do,  that, 
while  liberality  and  justice  recommend  it,  good 
policy  does  not  forbid  it,  because  it  is  as  intrinsi- 
cally wrong  in  a  Government  as  it  would  be  in  an 
individual  unnecessarily  to  take,  or  to  keep,  some- 
thing for  nothing.  The  sum  forfeited  is  a  serious 
punishment  for  so  slight  an  indiscretion.  The 
object  of  punishment  itself  is  not  vindictive.  The 
necessity  of  example  has  ceased,  since  the  law 
upon  which  it  was  intended  to  operate  has  been 
repealed  ;  and  the  agCTegate  amount  of  those  for- 
feitures is  a  serious  Toss  to  the  Western  country 
itself,  which  contributes  so  largely  to  the  public 
revenue,  and  participates  so  little  in  the  expendi- 
ture of  public  money.  I  therefore  would  not  hesi- 
tate, particularly  in  times  of  such  universal  dis- 
tress, which  the  Government  has  unquestionably 
contributed  to  produce,  to  grant  to  these  persons 
certificates  receivable  in  payment  for  public  land, 
to  the  amount  which  they  nave  respectively  for- 
feited ;  whereby  they  would  get  only  the  value  of 
their  money,  while  the  Government  would  not 
part  with  an  acre  of  land  for  which  it  would  not 
nave  received  a  full  equivalent.  But,  be  this  as 
it  may,  the  solicitude  which  the  Western  States 
now  leel,  and  are  most  strongly  manifesting  upon 
this  subject,  as  appears  by  the  petitions  now  upon 
your  table,  sufficiently  indicates  that,  unless  suit- 
able relief  should  be  granted,  you  may  annually 
expect  petitions,  memorials,  and  remonstrances, 
against  all  future  forfeitures ;  and  it  is  not  to  be 
doubted  that  nothing  less  than  the  most  iudicious 
management  can  prevent  this  enormous  debt  from 
becoming  the  fruitful  source  of  much  future  diffi- 
culty and  trouble,  intermingling  itself  in  all  elec- 
tions, and  producing  political  effects  which  no  one 
could  regret  more  than  myself 

I  therefore  trust  that  enough  has  been  said  to 
demonstrate  the  expediency  of  diminishing  the 
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debt,  not  only  by  permitting  the  relinquishment 
of  a  part  of  the  land,  but  by  offering  just  and 
proper  inducements  to  make  prompt  payment  for 
the  balance. 

This  being  a  measure  of  sound  policy,  as  well 
its  of  justice,  its  objects  will  be  most  effectually 
attained  by  making  those  inducements  as  liberal 
AS  the  public  interest  will  permit.  And,  as  the 
success  of  the  measure  must  depend  upon  the 
ability  as  well  as  the  inclination  of  the  debtors, 
they  should  not  only  be  allowed  suitable  deduc- 
tions to  create  the  necessary  incentives  to  make 
prompt  payment,  but  reasonable  time  to  render  it 
practicable  for  them  to  do  so. 

I  can  see  no  difl&culty  in  deciding  what  deduc- 
tion ought,  in  sheer  justice,  to  be  made ;  for,  if 
the  Government,  by  the  reduction  of  the  price  of 
its  own  lands,  has  imposed  upon  itself  any  equi- 
table obligation  whatever  in  favor  of  those  debt- 
ors, (which  all  admit,)  it  is  to  allow  them  a  de- 
duction equal  to  the  difference  between  the  price 
contracted  to  be  paid  to  the  Government  for  those 
lands,  and  the  value  to  which  thev  have  been  re- 
duced by  the  Grovernraent,  which,  whether  con- 
sidered in  reference  to  the  actual  depreciation  of 
the  land,  or  appreciation  of  money,  cannot  be  less 
than  21\  per  cent. ;  for  the  land  heretofore  sold  at 
two  dollars  an  acre  will  not  now  command  more 
than  the  present  minimum  price,  while  the  latter 
will  purcnase  the  same  quantity  of  as  good  land 
as  could  heretofore  have  been  purchased  at  the 
former  minimum ;  and  it  would  seem  to  be  un- 
reasonable, if  not  unjust,  that  the  Government, 
having  the  fiower  to  do  so,  should,  by  its  own  act, 
xeduce  the  land  which  it  has  heretofore  sold,  to  a 
certain  value,  and  yet  demand  more  than  that 
Talue  of  it. 

With  this  view  of  the  subject,  and  taking  into 
consideration  the  difficulties  and  embarrassments 
of  the  present  times,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  both 
just  and  expedient  to  allow  a  deduction  of  37^  per 
cent,  to  all  who  shall  pay  up  on  or  before  the  31st 
December  next,  without  interest,  and  with  interest 
to  those  who  shall  pay  up  at  any  time  between 
that  day  and  the  30th  September,  1S22 ;  at  which 
latter  period,  the  indulgence  for  such  as  may  be 
unable  to  avail  themselves  of  those  proffered  in- 
ducements should  commence.  By  these  means, 
every  cent  that  could  be  commanded  for  that  pur- 
pose would  be  paid  into  your  Treasury,  and  this 
awful  subject  would  be  finally  put  to  rest. 

Let  it  not  be  supposed  that  the  success  of  the 
two  first  measures  proposed  will  be,  in  the  least 
degree,  affected  by  the  indulgence  which  is  asked 
for  those  whose  peculiar  situation  will  prevent 
them  from  relinquishing  their  lands,  and  who  may 
not  be  able  to  avail  themselves  of  the  proffered 
inducements  to  make  prompt  payments. 

You  have,  in  the  personal  interest  of  the  debtors 
Jor  public  land,  the  most  efficient  guarantee  against 
Any  such  consequences,  unless  you  can  suppose 

that  that  energetic  spring  of  human  action  has 

much  las  influence  upon  them  than  upon  all  the 

rest  of  mankind. 

It  h«s  been  correctly  assumed  by  the  honorable 

Becrettry  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  annual  report, 


that  the  extent  of  the  national  domain  will,  for 


ages,  enable  the  Government  to  determine  the 
price  of  unimproved  land,  similarly  situated.  The 
effects  produced  by  the  practical  aemonstration  of 
such  a  power,  in  the  reduction  of  the  price  of  pub- 
lic land,  and  the  quantity  brought  into  market,  as 
has  been  stated  by  my  colleague,  and  as  I  have 
already  endeavored  to  show,  would  of  themselves 
be  sufficient  to  induce  a  great  majority  of  those 
debtors  to  surrender  their  lands,  even  though  no 
relief  whatever  should  be  afforded  them. 

There  can  be  no  rational  motive  to  induce  them, 
under  existing  circumstances,  to  wish  to  keep  un- 
improved lands,  for  which  they  could  not  make 
prompt  payment  upon  the  terms  proposed.  It 
would  be  madness  itself  to  retain  them  for  the 
purposes  of  speculation,  since  such  an  immense 
quantity  of  as  good  or  better  land  can  be  purcha- 
sed at  a  lower  price  ;  and  therefore  it  may  be  fairly 
presumed  that  none  would  wish  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  latter  measure  of  relief,  except  such 
as  have  made  improvements  upon  their  lands,  and 
may  be  unable,  from  the  pressure  of  the  present 
times,  to  make  prompt  payment.  These  being  the 
actual  cultivators  of  the  soil,  the  most  needy,  and 
at  the  same  time  the  most  meritorious  and  deserv- 
iDg  of  relief,  will  not  relinquish  their  land^,  though 
they  may  not  be  able  to  pay  for  them  within  the 
time  prescribed  by  law — unX  they  will  rely  upon 
your  future  mercy.  The  longer  time  you  allow 
tor  the  operation  of  the  proposed  inducements  to 
make  prompt  payments,  the  more  of  them  will  be 
made,  and  the  fewer  of  these  cases  will  remain. 
Some,  however,  will  necessarily  still  exist,  and 
therefore  such  cases  ought  to  be  provided  for  at 
this  time,  so  as  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  our 
having  to  legislate  again  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  E.,  were  any  reasoning 
wanting  to  prove  that  no  system  of  coercion  ought 
to  be  resorted  to  in  less  than  two  years,  it  is  to  be 
found  in  the  late  annual  Treasury  Report ;  for  if,  as 
is  therein  contended,  the  condition  oi  the  currency 
in  several  of  the  States  in  the  Union  ;  the  exclu- 
sion from  circulation  in  all  the  States  west  and 
south  of  the  seat  of  Government,  of  the  notes  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches  ; 
and  there  being  no  sound  paper  in  circulation  in 
several  of  those  States,  prove  "  that  a  resort  to 
internal  taxation,  under  such  circumstances,  would 
be  to  require  of  the  citizens  of  those  States  what 
would  be  impossible  for  them  to  perform,"  and 
did  last  year,  and  do  this  year,  justify  a  resort  to 
loans  to  support  the  Government  in  a  time  of  pro- 
found peace.  If,  I  say,  these  circumstances  are 
sufficient  to  prove  the  inability  of  the  whole  peo- 

ftle  of  the  United  States  to  pay  the  amount  of  the 
oan  of  the  last  year,  or  the  amount  of  the  reported 
balance  against  the  Trea.sury  on  the  first  day  of 
the  present  year,  a  fortiori^  they  prove  that  the 
debtors  for  public  land,  being  a  part  only  of  the 
population  of  a  few  of  the  very  Slates  in  which 
those  causes  of  embarrassment  nave  operated,  and 
continue  to  operate,  most  powerfully,  must  be 
utterly  unable  to  pay  the  estimated  sum  that  is 
>roposed  to  be  drawn  from  them,  which  is  but 
ittle  short  of  the  amount  of  the  loan  of  the  last 


fi 


year,  or  the  reported  deficit  in  the  revenue  at  the  1 
commencement  of  the  present  year.  I 

Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  E.,  the  population  of  j 
the  United  States,  I  presume,  may  be  safely  esti- 1 
mated  at  ten  millions  ;  if  so,  the  loan  of  last  year  j 
would  be  at  the  rate  of  thirty  cents  for  each  one  1 
of  our  whole  population  ;  the  amount  of  tjie  bal-  | 
ance  against  the  Treasury  at  the  commencement ! 
of  the  present  year  would  require  still  less ;  but 
even  supposing  the  loan  to  be  seven  millions  of 
dollars,  as  proposed  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  (and  I  flatter  myself  we  shall  not 
want  half  that  amount,)  it  would  only  be  at  the 
rate  of  seventy  cents  each.  And  can  it  be  conce- 
ded to  be  "  impossible"  for  the  whole  population 
of  the  Union,  or  even  that  of  the  Southern  and 
Western  States  in  general,  to  pay  at  the  rate  of 
seventy  cents  each,  and,  at  the  same  time,  be  sup- 
posed that  a  part  of  the  population  of  Ohio,  Indi- 
ana, Illinois;,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  two  land 
districts  in  Missouri,  with  the  few  purchasers  of 
public  land  which  the  present  year  may  produce, 
will  be  able  to  pay  two  and  a  half  millions  of  dol- 
lars, which  is  the  sum  estimated  to  be  received 
from  them  ? 

There  must,  indeed,  sir,  be  a  fallacy  in  supposing 
that  the  whole  people  of  the  Union  are  unable  to 
do  so  little,  or  that  so  considerable  a  part  of  our 
whole  population  will  be  able  to  do  so  much  :  and 
I  hope  you  will  not  adopt  the  latter  opinion  in  the 
present  case,  and  the  former  one  when  we  come 
to  act  upon  the  proposition  for  a  loan,  whatever 
may  be  the  amount  required ;  for  I  deem  it  all- 
important  that  we  should  not  mistake  in  our  esti- 
mate of  what  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  debtors  of 
public  land  to  perform. 

The  debt  of  Alabama,  divided  among  her  white 
population,  would  not  be  less  than  one  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars  each,  which,  divided  into  ten 
annual  instalments,  would  be  twelve  dollars  per 
annum  to  be  paid  by  each.  Deduct  one-half  the 
debt,  it  would  reduce  the  proportion,  as  before 
stated,  to  six  dollars;  but  strike  off  three-fourths  of 
the  debt,  (and,  I  presume,  a  greater  reduction 
could  not  be  safely  calculated  on,)  it  would  still 
leave  to  be  paid,  for  ten  years  in  succession,  at  the 
rate  of  three  dollars  per  annum  for  each  one  of 
her  whole  white  population.  And  can  it  be  sup- 
posed that  Alabama,  which  has  no  sound  paper 
circulation  at  all,  is  capable  of  doing  more,  and 
yet  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  whole  population 
of  the  Union  to  pay  at  the  rate  of  seventy  cents 
even  for  one  year  only  ?  But  I  will  not  pursue 
the  subject  further. 

1  had,  indeed,  sir,  intended  to  have  availed  my- 
self much  more  at  large  of  the  reasoning  and  state- 
ments contained  in  the  Treasury  report;  but  the 
fatigue  which  I  myself  feel,  admonishes  me  not  to 
trespass  longer  upon  the  patience  of  the  Senate, 
which  1  fear  is  already  exhausted.  Therefore, 
hoping  that  every  member  of  this  honorable  body 
feels  the  importance  of  putting  this  momentous 
subject  to  rest,  1  will  conclude  by  barely  remark- 
ing that  this  truly  desirable  object  can  onlv  be 
accomplished  by  duly  considering  what  those  debt- 
ors for  public  land  are  capable  of  performing,  with 


reasonable  exertions,  and  requiring  no  more  of 
them :  for,  without  this,  they  will  be  encouraged 
to  petition  you  again  and  again ;  while  you  your- 
selves will  not,  cannot  be  inflexible,  unless  you 
should  feel  the  most  perfect  conviction  that  you 
had  done  all,  or  rather  more  than  ought  to  have 
been  expected  of  you ;  and  if,  for  the  want  of  due 
liberality  on  the  present  occasion,  it  should  become 
necessary  to  grant  further  relief  at  some  future 
session  of  Congress,  God  only  knows  when  the 
business  will  end.  Were  I  to  judge  from  what  I 
have  witnessed  in  a  similar  case,  I  should  cer- 
tainly suppose,  not  until  a  large  majority  of  this 
House  shall  have  taken  their  exit  for  another 
world.  Therefore,  as  well  to  discourage  and  pre- 
vent future  applications  for  relief,  as  to  fortify 
your  own  determination  to  adhere  to  the  measures 
you  are  now  about  to  adopt,  believe  me,  sir,  it  is 
better  to  require  too  little  than  too  much. 

When  Mr.  Edwards  had  concluded,  the  bill 
was  laid  on  the  table  till  to-morrow. 


Friday,  January  12. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  made  in  obedience  to  a 
resolution  of  the  Senatft  of  the  first  of  May  last, 
requesting  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  cause  to 
be  revi.sed  the  rules,  regulations,  and  instructions, 
for  the  naval  service;  and  the  report  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  Dana  presented  the  memorial  of  David 
Mallory,  of  Connecticut,  praying  a  pension  in 
consideration  of  Revolutionary  services;  and  the 
memorial  was  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Dana, 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Otis,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Buildings,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Julia  Plantou,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw her  petition. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Conmxittec 
on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Samuel  Tucker,  made  a  report,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Tucker, 
fate  a  captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States; 
and  the  report  and  bill  were  read. 

Ordered^  That  the  bill  pass  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
yesterday,  instructing  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  to  inquire  whether  there  are  any  obstruc- 
tions to  the  navigation  of  the  river  Thames,  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  which  were  placed  thereby 
the  American  ships  during  the  late  war,  and  what 
measures  ought  to  be  adopted  to  remove  them  if 
any  there  are ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathan  Ford  was  read 

the  second  time.  r    l    tt  • 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  ascertain  and  designate  certain  boun- 
daries, was  read  the  second  time. 
Mr.  Edwards  gave  notice  that,  on  Monday 
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next,  he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  con- 
firming certain  claims  to  land  in  the  State  of 
Illinois. 

Mr.  Noble  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  instracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  author- 
izing by  law  a  patent  to  issue  to  James  Nickles,  senr., 
for  Uie  southwest  quarter  of  section  nine  in  township 
No.  1 1  north,  range  No.  5  east,  which  said  southwest 
quarter  has  been  located  bj  the  said  James  Nickirs, 
sear.,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  by  virtue  of  a  warrant 
from  the  War  Department,  No.  245. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  increasing 
the  pension  of  Willis  Tandy. 

Mr.  Eaton  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  act  of  last  ses- 
sion "  to  provide  for  the  publication  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  for  other  purposefi,"  that  the  pri- 
▼tte  acts  of  Congress  and  Indian  treaties  shall  be  pub- 
lished in  some  one  newspaper  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

ROAD— MIAMI  OF  THE  LAKE. 

Mr.  Tri.mble  communicated  the  following  reso- 
lutions of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Ohio;  which  were  read: 

"  The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of 
the  Governor's  message  as  relates  to  the  roads  contem- 
plated by  the  Treaty  of  Brownstown,  have  had  the 
same  under  consiJeration,  and  have  collected  all  the 
information  on  that  subject  within  their  reach  ;  and 
find  that,  on  the  26th  of  January  last,  a  select  com- 
mittee was  appointed  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  btat^s,  to  inquire  whe- 
ther any,  and,  if  any,  what,  further  provisions  were 
necessary  to  give  effect  to  the  provisions  of  the  Treaty 
of  Brownstown,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan.  That 
to  that  committee,  the  resolution  on  that  subject,  passed 
by  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  at  their  last 
session,  was  referred,  together  with  other  documents 
on  the  same  subject.  That  that  committee,  on  the 
12th  day  of  May  last,  made  a  long  and  elaborate  re- 
port, accompanied  by  a  resolution,  which  resolution 
the  committee  have  thought  proper  to  transcribe,  and 
make  a  part  of  this  report,  which  is  aa  follows,  viz  : 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  be  instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  to  contract  with  any  person 
or  persons  to  construct  a  permanent  and  suitable  road, 
to  extend  from  the  foot  ot  the  rapids  of  the  Miami  of 
the  Lake,  to  the  western  line  of  the  Connecticut  West- 
ern Reserve,  according  to  the  plan  contemplated  by 
the  Treaty  of  Brownstown  ;  and,  on  such  route  pass- 
ing through  the  reserve  (so  called)  at  Lower  Sandusky, 
as  the  President  may  direct,  in  consideration  of  the 
whole  of  the  tracts  on  each  side  of  the  contemplated 
road,  which  were  granted  by  the  Treaty  of  Browns- 
town, or  so  much  thereof,  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  may  be  adequate  to  the 
ob)ect.  And  in  which  bill  shall  also  be  inserted, 
among  other  things,  a  provision  or  provisions,  that  the 
person  or  persons  so  contracted  with,  do  complete  the 


said  road  within  a  reasonable  time  in  said  bill  to  be 
limited  :  That  such  person  or  persons  do  stipulate  to 
keep  said  road  in  good  repair  for  and  during  a  namber 
of  years,  to  be  in  said  bill  defined  ;  and,  also,  that  the 
person  or  persons  so  contracted  with,  do  also  give 
bond,  with  sufficient  sureties,  for  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  his  or  their  contract ;  and,  also,  a  provision 
defining  the  time  and  manner  in  which  the  title  to 
said  land  may  be  conveyed. 

"  The  committee,  from  an  examination  of  the  report 
and  resolution  above  alluded  to,  are  of  opinion,  that 
the  plan  contemplated  therein  is  the  best,  under  exist- 
ing circumstances,  that  can  be  devised.  Tbe  commit- 
tee would,  therefore,  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution  : 

"  Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  That  they  do  concur  in  the  afore-mentioned 
report  made,  and  resolution  reported  to  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States :  And  that  our  Senators  and  Rep> 
resentatives  in  Congress  be  requested  to  use  their  b<«t 
endeavors  to  procure  the  passage  of  the  law  contem- 
plated thereby. 

•'  Resolved  further.  That  the  Governor  of  this  State 
be,  and  be  is  hereby,  requested  to  send  a  copy  of  the 
foregoing  report  and  resolutions  to  each  of  our  Sena* 
tors  and  Representatives  in  Congress. 

"JOSEPH  RICHARDSON, 

'*  Speaker  of  the  House  of  R^'s.  . 
'♦  ALLEN  TRIMBLE, 

"  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

"  DxczxBKB  26,  1820." 

The  resolutions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals. 


w    ^  > 


RELIEF  TO  LAND  PURCHASERS. 

The  Senate  resiuned,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  purchasers  of  ^public  lands  prior  to  the  first 
day  of  Julv,  1820 ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Eaton, 
that  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  with  instructions  to— 

1st.  Make  the  provisions  of  the  bill  applicable  to 
thoae  purchasers  of  public  lands  only  who  have  pur- 
chased at  pubUc  sale  since  the  30th  day  of  December, 
1816. 

2d.  And  with  instructions  to  extend  the  contem- 
plated relief  to  none  but  those  who,  on  or  before  the 
30th  day  of  October  last,  had  made  a  settlement  on 
the  lands  by  them  so  purchased,  defining  and  consid- 
ering the  settlement  of  any  quarter  section,  a  settle- 
ment of  all  contiguous  and  adjoining  land,  not  ex- 
ceeding two  entire  sections. 

3d.  And  with  instructions  to  extend  the  contem- 
plated rehef  to  no  section  on  which  any  town  may 
have  been  laid  off,  and  tbe  lots  sold  by  any  individual 
or  company  of  individuals  : 

On  motion  bv  Mr.  Otis,  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  to  amend  the  act  to  in- 
corporate the  sul)scribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  (proposing  penal  enactments  against 
violations  of  their  trust  by  officers  of  the  bank  or 
its  branches ;  and  authorizing  the  appointment  of 
two  officers  to  sign  the  notes  of  the  bank,  instead 
of  the  president  and  cashier.)  • 


Jamuaby,  1821. 


Proceedings. 


SSNATC. 


Mr.SANFORO  laid  before  the  Senate,  in  a  speech 
of  some  length,  the  views  which  operated  on  the 
Committee  on  Finance  in  recommending  this  bill ; 
the  reasons  in  favor  of  its  provisions,  and  those 
which  induced  the  committee  not  to  recommend 
the  other  two  objects  petitioned  for  by  the  bank. 

Mr.  Roberts  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  ad- 
ding thereto  the  following  sections : 

Sec  3.  Be  it  fuHher  enacted.  That  the  bUls  or 
notes  of  the  offices  of  discount  and  deposite  of  the  said 
bank,  excepting  those  of  the  office  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  originally  made  payable,  or  which  shall 
have  become  payable  on  demand,  shall  be  receivable 
in  all  paymenu  to  the  United  Sutes,  only  in  the 
States  and  Territories  in  which  they  are  made  pay- 
able, and  in  the  States  and  Territories  in  which  no 
office  of  discount  and  deposite  shall  be  established ; 
any  thing  in  the  fourteenth  section  of  the  act  incorpo- 
rating the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Sutes  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding :  Provided, 
That  all  notes  of  the  denomination  of  five  dollars, 
issued  either  by  the  bank  or  any  of  iu  offices  of  dis- 
count and  deposite,  made  payable  on  demand,  shall 
be  receivable  at  the  bank  or  any  of  its  offices :  And 
provided,  further,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the 
directors  of  the  said  bank  to  establish  more  than  one 
office  of  discount  and  deposite  in  any  State,  without 
the  consent  of  the  Legislature  thereof  first  had  and 
obtained. 

Sac.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much  of  the 
second  and  fourteenth  fundamental  article  of  the  con- 
stitution of  said  bank,  contained  in  the  eleventh  sec- 
tion of  the  act  incorporating  the  subscribers  thereto,  as 
provides  that  no  director  of  the  said  bank  or  any  of  its 
offices  of  discount  and  deposite,  shall  hold  his  office 
more  than  three  years  out  of  four  in  succession,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Sac.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  directors  of 
the  said  corporation  shall  cause  a  list  of  the  stx>ckhold- 
ers  of  the  said  bank,  together  with  their  places  of  resi- 
dence, to  be  kept  in  the  banking  house,  at  Philadel- 
phia, open  to  the  inspection  of  any  and  every  stock- 
holder of  said  bank,  who  may  apply  for  the  same  with- 
in hours  of  business,  for  at  least  ninety  days  previ- 
ously  to  every  annual  election  oi  directors ;  and  no 
person  who  may  be  entitled  to  vote  at  any  election  for 
directors  of  said  bank,  as  attorney,  proxy,  or  agent, 
for  any  other  person,  copartnership,  or  body  politic, 

shall,  as  such,  give  a  greater  number  than votes, 

under   any    pretence    whatsoever;   and  no   letter   of 

proxy  shall  be  of  any  force  or  effect  longer  than 

years,  or  until  it  shall  have  been  revoked. 

Sac.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That,  whenever  the 
aaid  corporation  assent  to  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
and  certify  such  assent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  by  writing,  duly  authenticated,  this 
act  shall  be  of  full  force  and  effect,  and  not  otherwise. 
Some  debate  ensuing  on  this  proposition,  as 
well  as  on  the  biil  itself,  a  motion  prevailed  to 
postpone  the  bill  to  Wednesday,  that  the  amend- 
ment might  be  printed ;  and  the  bill  was  postponed 

accordingly.  ^        ,     ^ 

Mr.  SANFORn,  having  laid  before  the  Senate 
sundry  papers  connected  with  the  subject  of  this 
bill,  which  had  been  communicated  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  to  enforce  the  expediency  of  granting  the 
objects  prayed  for  in  theu  memorial — 


Mr.  Otis  moved  that  these  papers  be  }»-inted 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Barbour  moved  that  all  the  papers  sub- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Finance  by  the  bank 
be  printed. 

[This  motion  was  understood,  by  the  debate 
which  ensued  on  it,  to  refer  to  a  particular  paper 
which  had  been  communicated  to  the  committee 
by  the  bank,  with  a  request  that  it  might  be  re- 
ceived confidentially ;  which  paper  is  understood 
to  contain  a  statement  of  frauds  committed  on  the 
iKink,  and  the  names  of  those  persons  or  officers 
who  committed  them.] 

A  good  deal  of  discussion  took  place  on  this 
motion,  and  many  gentlemen  entered  into  it.   The 
debate  turned  principally  on  the  propriety  of  ma- 
king public  information  of  this  personal  character, 
which  had  been  confidentially  communicated  to 
a  committee  of  the  body  to  w^hom  the  subject  had 
been  referred,  simply  to  show  the  expediency  of 
granting  to  the  bank  the  security  of  penal  sanc- 
tions against  violations  of  trust  by  its  officers,  and 
the  reason  which  existed  for  asking  of  Congress 
this  additional  guard   against  such  treacherous 
spoliations,  some  gentlemen  being  in  favor  of  ma- 
king the  information  public,  as  a  just  punishment 
of  the  offenders,   and    a  warning  to  the  world 
against  them ;  and  others  being  opposed  to  dis- 
closing it,  under  the  circumstances  in  which  it 
came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Senate.    In  the 
course  of  the  debate,  it  appeared  that  the  document 
was  not  now  in  possession  of  the  committee,  and 
part  of  the  discussion  referred  to  the  propriety  of 
taking  measures  to  obtain  it,  the  proper  mode  of 
proceeding  with  that  object,  dec.    The  debate  was 
terminated  by  a  motion  by  Mr.  Smith  to  postpone 
the  subject  to  Monday,  with  the  view  of  then  sub- 
mitting a  resolution  on  the  subject ;  and  the  sub- 
ject was  postponed — ayes  21 ;  and  the   Senate 
adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  January  15. 
The  President  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  statements 
of  the  payments  made  according  to  law  during  the 
year  1820,  for  miscellaneous  claims  of  such  de- 
mands of  a  civil  nature  as  are  not  otherwise  pro- 
vided for ;  of  contracts  made  relative  to  oil,  light- 
houses, buoys,  stakeages,  &c. ;  of  contracts  and 
purchases  made  by  the  collectors  for  the  revenue 
service  during  the  year  1819;  and  of  expenditures 
on  account  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen  during  the 
year  1819;  and  the  letter  and   statements  were 

read. 

The  President  also  communicated  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  statement  exhibiting  the  amount  received  by 
each  clerk  in  the  several  offices  of  the  Treasury 
Department  for  services  rendered  during  the  year 
1820 ;  and  the  letter  and  statement  were  read. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  presented  ten  petitions, 
severally  signed  by  a  number  of  the  merchants, 
and  citizens,  shipmasters,  and  shipowners,  of  the 
town  of  Blakeley,  and  of  the  merchants  of  the  in- 
terior towns  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  praying 
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that  the  town  of  Blakeley  may  be  made  a  port  of 
entry  ;  and  the  petitions  were  read,  and  severally 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  presented  a  petition, 
signed  by  a  number  of  individuals  concerned  di- 
rectly or  indirectly  in  the  purchase  of  public  lands 
prior  to  the  law  "making  further  provision  for  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands,-'  stating  that  said  law  oper- 
ates injuriously  on  them,  and  praying  that  they  may 
be  permitted  to  apply  the  payments  already  made 
to  such  portions  oi  their  entries  as  such  payments 
will  cover  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  that  the 
residue  may  revert  to  the  United  States;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Thomas  presented  a  petition,  signed  by  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Cote 
Sans  Des«ein,  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  pray- 
ing to  be  confirmed  in  their  title  to  certain  lands 
in  said  Territory ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Smith  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Resolved^  That,  the  better  to  enable  CongreM,  in  con- 
sidering a  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  *'An  act  to 
incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,"  to  apportion  the  punishment  to  be  inflicted  upon 
the  Presidents,  Directors,  Cashiers,  and  other  oflicers  or 
senrants  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  its  sev- 
eral offices,  or  branch  banks,  the  President  of  the  Bank 
be  requested  to  transmit  to  the  Senate,  if  anj  such  exist, 
a  statement  of  anj  and  ail  fraudulent  conversions  bj 
the  said  Presidents,  Directors,  Cashiers,  oflBcers,  or  ser- 
vants, of  any  of  thera,  of  any  moneys,  bills,  notes, 
securities  for  money,  evidences  of  debt,  or  other  effects 
whatsoever,  belonging  to  the  raid  bank,  to  his  or  their 
own  use ;  and  in  what  offices  these  frauds  have  been 
practised,  and  to  what  extent,  and  by  whom  commit- 
ted, and  at  what  times;  and  likewise  to  state  what 
£icilities  each  of  those  several  officers  have,  by  means 
of  their  stations  respectively,  to  commit  frauds  of  this 
character. 

Mr.  Trimble  submitted  the  following  motions 
for  consideration : 

1.  Ruolvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
aathorizing  by  law  the  employment  of  the  Topograph- 
ical engineers,  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of 
the  United  Sutes,  in  surveying  roads  and  canals  through 
the  pubhc  lands,  in  such  places  and  upon  such  plan 
as  will  best  promote  the  general  interest,  and  improve 
the  miliUry  defence  of  the  United  Sutes. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
SQtborizing  by  law  the  employment  of  the  Topograph- 
ical engineers  in  surveying,  under  the  direction  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates,  canals  to  connect  the 
navigable  waters  between  Boston  Harbor,  in  the  Bute 
of  Massacbusetu,  and  Pamlico  Sound,  in  the  Slate  of 
North  Carolina,  in  such  direction  and  on  such  plan  as 
will  best  promote  the  interests  and  military  and  naval 
defence  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Thomas,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the  2d  instant, 
instructing  thera  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  a  map  of  the  military  bounty  lands  to 


be  annexed  to  the  patent  to  be  granted  to  each 
soldier. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Mobril,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  of  the  13th  December,  trans- 
mitting information  relative  to  the  execution  of  the 
"Act  authorizing  the  purchase  of  fire  engines,  and 
building  houses  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  same," 
were  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  in 
behalf  of  settlers  on  public  lands,  made  a  report, 
accompanied  by  a  resolution  that  the  prayer  of  the 
memorialist  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
part  of  the  State  of  Indiana  called  the  Bruokville 
land  district,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a 
resolution  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  EnwARDs  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
confirming  certain  claims  to  lands  in  the  State  of 
Illinois  ;  and  the  bill  was  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Elisha  Gor- 
don, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representa- 
tives of  Patience  Gordon,  widow,  deceased;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Roberts  laid  on  the  table  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  the  claim 
of  Elisha  Gordon. 

The  Senate  having  proceeded  to  fill  the  vacan- 
cy occasioned  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Borrill,  in  the 
committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  reducing  ihepayofthe  members  of  Congress  and 
oflScers  of  the  Executive  departments,  Mr.  Stokes 
was  appointed  to  supply  said  vacancy. 

Mr.  Macon  was  appointed  to  supply  the  vacan- 
cy in  the  Committee  of  Pensions,  occasioned  by 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  Wilson. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Tucker,  late 
captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  Sutes,  was  read 
the  second  lime. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Buildings  on  the 
petition  of  Julia  Plantou;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Roberts,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
the  12th  instant,  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  a  patent  to  James  Nickles,sr.,  for  a  quarter 
section  of  land;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
the  12th  instant,  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increas- 
ing the  pension  of  Willis  Tandy ;  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
the  12th  instant,  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Finance  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  direct- 
ing the  publication  of  the  private  acts  of  Congress 
and  Indian  treaties ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  PREsinENT  communicated  a  letter  from  the 


Secretary  of  th^  Navy,  transmitting  an  abstract 
of  the  expenditures  on  account  of  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  Navy  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  30th  of  September  last ;  and  the  letter  and  ab- 
stract were  read. 

Mr.  Lanman  laid  on  the  table  certain  deposi- 
tions in  relation  to  the  obstructions  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  river  Thames ;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

MATTHEW  LYON. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  report 
of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  Matthew 
Lyon,  who  prays  to  be  indemnified  for  the  dam- 
ages which  were  inflicted  on  him  under  the  former 
Sedition  law.  The  report  concludes  with  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  approved  the  14th  July,  1798,  as  pretends 
to  prescribe  and  punish  libels,  is  unconstitutional. 

Resolved,  That  the  fines  collected  under  that  act 
ought  to  be  restored  to  those  from  whom  they  were 
exacted ;  and  that  these  resolutions  be  recommitted  to 
the  committee  who  brought  them  in,  with  instructions 
to  report  a  bill  to  that  eflect. 

The  resolutions  having  been  read,Mr.  Barbodr 
rose  in  support  of  them,  and  spoke  about  two  hours ; 
when  (not  having  finished  his  argument)  he  gave 
way  for  a  motion  to  postpone  the  subject  until  to- 
morrow ;  which  prevailed. 


petition  of  the  trustees  of  Worthington  College,  in 
Ohio  ;  and  it  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

MATTHEW  LYON. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  case  of 
Matthew  Lyon. 

Mr.  Barbodr  concluded  the  argument  which 
he  left  unfinished  yesterday,  in  support  of  the 
resolutions. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Greorgia,  next  rose  and  spoke 
some  time  against  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky  replied  to  Mr.  W. 
and  advocated  the  resolutions. 


Tuesday,  January  16. 

Mr.  Thomas  presented  the  petition  of  the  inhab- 
itants and  settlers  in  that  part  of  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois, commonly  called  the  Sangamo  country,  pray- 
ing the  right  of  pre-emption  to  the  lands  settled 
by  them  ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
supplementary  to  an  act  passed  on  the  11th  of 
May,  1820,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the 

ftublication  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
or  other  purposes ;"  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Horsey,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  lay  before  the  Sen- 
ate the  latest  statements  he  may  have  received, 
showing  the  state  of  the  several  incorporated 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
the  bill  to  establish  an  uniform  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy throughout  the  United  States ;  and  it  was 
postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for, 
Monday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  renresentatives  of 
Patience  Grordon,  widow,  deceased,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  bill  confirming  certain  claims  to  land  in 
the  State  of  Illinois  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Public  Lands  on  the 


Wednesday,  January  17. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  petition 
of  William  Dick,  of  Alabama,  praying  that  he 
may  be  permitted  to  surrender  the  certificate  for  a 
quarter  section  of  land  erroneously  entered  in  his 
name,  and  that  the  amount  paid  therefor  may  be 
credited  in  payment  for  other  lands  ;  and  the  pe- 
tition was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of  Isaac  M. 
Johnson  and  others,  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the 
State  of  Indiana  cjdled  the  "  New  Purchase,"  in 
the  Brookvill  Land  District,  praying  that  the  pre- 
emption right  to  a  quarter  section  of  land  may  be 
granted  to  Moses  Finch,  senr.,  for  the  purpose  of 
building  a  bridge  over  Blue  River;  and  the  peti- 
tion was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  General  Assembly  of  that  State, 
praying  that  a  military  road  may  be  made  on  each 
side  of  the  Mississippi  river,  from  Fort  St.  Philip 
to  the  English  Turn  ;  and  the  memorial  was  read 
and  referred  to  the  Secretary  for  the  Department 
of  War. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  from  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred, 
reported  a  bill  further  to  establish  the  compensation 
of  the  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  duties 
on  imports  and  tonnage,  and  for  other  purposes ; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Robert  Swartwout,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  General  Robert  Swartwout ;  which 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Pahrott  gave  notice,  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing  the 
repair  of  a  sea-wall  at  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  second  instant  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  to  report  a  bill  extending 
the  judicial  authority  of  the  United  States  over 
the  State  of  Missouri;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Eaton,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Rdqgles  communicated  the  following  res- 
olutions of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Sute  of 
Ohio }  which  were  read : 
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Bank  of  the  United  States. 


January,  1821. 


"  Ruohtdby  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  That  oar  Senators  and  RepreaeutatiTM  in  Con- 
gress be  requested  to  use  their  exertions  to  procure  the 
passage  of  a  law,  granting  and  allowing,  out  of  the 
United  Sutes'  lands  lying  within  this  State,  now  un- 
located,  and  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  recently 
extinguished,  so  much  land  for  the  use  of  schools  in 
that  part  of  the  State  known  by  the  "Connecticut 
Reserve,"  as  shall,  with  such  lands  as  have  heretofore 
been  granted,  amount  to  one  thirty^sixth  part  of  the 
land  on  said  reserve. 

**  Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to 
transmit  a  copy  of  this  resolution  to  each  of  our  Sen- 
ators and  Representatives  in  Congress. 

"JOSEPH  RICHARDSON, 

"  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep's. 

"ALLEN  TRIMBLE, 
"  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

"jAHuaax  1,  1821." 

The  resolutions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  the  petition  of 
the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana called  the  Brookviile  Land  District ;  and, 
in  concurrence  therewith,  resolved  that  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
the  15th  instant  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  employing  the  topographical  engineers  in  sur- 
veying roads  and  canals  through  the  public  lands ; 
and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
the  15th  instant  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  employing  the  topographical  engineers  in  sur- 
veying canals  to  connect  the  navigable  waters  be- 
tween Boston  Harbor  and  Pamlico  Sound ;  and 
it  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  passed  on  the 
eleventh  of  May,  1820,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
for  the  publication  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  repre- 
senting the  injurious  operation  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, requiring  prompt  payment  for  the  public 
lands,  on  the  actual  settlers  thereon,  submitted  the 
following  report : 

That,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  of  the  12th  April  1814, 
every  person,  or  the  legal  representative  of  every  per- 
son, who  had  actually  inhabited  and  cultivated  a  tract 
of  land  lying  in  the  Missouri  Territory,  which  tract 
was  not  rightfully  claimed  by  any  other  person,  and 
who  had  not  removed  from  the  said  Territory,  was  en- 
titled to  a  preference  in  becoming  the  purchaser  from 
the  United  States  of  such  tract  of  land,  at  private  sale, 
at  the  same  price  and  on  the  same  terms  and  condi- 
tions, in  every  respect,  as  were  or  might  be  provided 
by  law  for  the  sale  of  other  lands  sold  at  private  sale 
in  said  Territory  at  the  time  of  making  such  purchase, 
under  other  restrictions  prescribed  by  the  said  act.  The 
committee  are  of  opinion  that,  inasmuch  as  the  right 
of  pre-emption  was  granted  to  those  settlers  upon  the 
express  condition  that  the  lands  should  be  paid  for  on 


the  same  terms  and  conditions  in  every  respect,  that 
were  or  might  be  provided  bj  law  for  the  sale  of  their 
lands  sold  at  private  sile,  in  said  Territory,  at  the  time 
of  making  the  purchase  ;  and,  moreover,  as,  by  the  act 
requiring  prompt  payment,  the  minimum  price  of  the 
public  land  is  reduced  from  two  dollars  to  one  dollar 
and  twenty-five  cents  an  acre,  they  haye  no  just  cause 
of  complaint ;  and  therefore  recommend  that  the  prayer 
of  the  memorialists  be  rejected. 

The  report  was  taken  up  and  concurred  in  by 
the  Senate. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
made  on  Friday,  by  Mr.  Sanfobd,  to  print  sundry 
papers  connecteid  with,  or  illustrative  of,  the  bill 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  Finance  to  amend 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States — Mr. 
Barbour's  motion  to  print  aU  the  papers  commu- 
nicated by  the  bank  to  the  committee  (including 
the  private  statement  of  frauds  and  the  names  of 
the  defrauders)  being  the  first  question  for  decision. 

Mr.  Barbour's  motion  was  negatived,  and  the 
original  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  resolution  offered 
by  Mr.  Smith,  on  Monday,  to  call  on  the  presi- 
dent of  the  bank  for  a  list,  as  far  as  it  cotild  be  fur- 
nished, of  all  frauds  committed  on  the  bank  by  any 
of  Its  officers,  the  names  of  the  defrauders,  at  what 
offices  committed,  the  facilities  possessed  by  the 
officers  for  committing  them,  dec. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sanford,  the  resolution  was 
amended  by  adding  a  request  for  "  a  statement 
'  of  the  number  of  bank  notes  issued  by  the  bank, 
'  signed  by  the  president  and  countersigned  by  the 
'  cashier  thereof,  of  every  different  amount  or  de- 
'  nomination  ;  and  also  a  statement  of  the  amount 
'  of  notes  heretofore  issued  and  made  payable  at  the 
'  principal  bank,  and  the  amount  of  notes  made 
'  payable  at  the  different  offices." 

The  question  being  then  put  on  the  resolution 
as  amended,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  and 
the  resolution  rejected. 

.MATTHEW  LYON. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  report  and  resolutions  in  the  case  of  Matthew 
Lyon. 

Mr.  Smith  delivered  a  speech  of  near  two  hours, 
principally  against  the  expediency  of  legislating 
on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Talbot  followed  in  a  speech  of  nearly  the 
same  length,  in  support  of  the  resolutions.  When 
he  concluded,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Thursday,  January  18. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a  report 
of  the  Director  of  the  Mint;  and  the  letter  and 
report  were  read. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
merchants,  traders,  manufacturers,  mechanics, 
landlords,  and  others,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
[iraying  that  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  may  be  im- 
posed on  all  merchandise  when  disposed  of  at 
auction  in  the  original  packages,  and  fifteen  per 
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cent,  when  so  dbposed  of  in  less  quantities,  with 
certain  exceptions;  and  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 
chiefs  of  the  Choctaw  nation  of  Indians  in  behalf 
of  Silas  Dinsmore,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
ought  not  to  be  granted.  The  report  and  resolu- 
tion were  read. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  Hoffman,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Pahrott  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  authorizing  the  repair  of  a  sea-wall  at  the 
Isles  of  Shoals,  and  for  otner  purposes;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  submitted  the  following 
motion  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorix- 
ing  Jared  £.  Groce  to  enter  a  fraction  of  seventy-four 
acres  of  land  situate  on  the  Alabama  river,  township 
five,  range  four  east,  at  such  price  as  they  may  deem 
proper. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  late  county  of  New  Madrid,  in  the  Mis- 
souri Territory,  who  suffered  by  earthquakes,"  passed 
on  the  17th  February,  1815. 

The  bill  further  to  establish  the  compensation 
of  the  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  duties 
on  imports  and  tonnage,  and  for  other  purposes ; 
and,  also,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  General  Robert 
iSwartwout,  were  severally  read  the  second  time. 

ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion submitted  by  Mr.  Trimble,  on  the  15th  inst., 
which  is  in  the  lollowing  words : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  author- 
ixing  by  law  the  employment  of  the  topographical  en- 
gineers, in  surveying,  under  the  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  canals  to  connect  the  navi- 
gable waters  between  Boston  harbor,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  and  Pamlico  Sound,  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  in  such  direction  and  on  such  plan  as 
will  best  promote  the  interest,  and  the  military  and 
naval  defence  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Chanuler  moved  to  amend  it  by  adding 
thereto  the  following : 

"And  a  military  and  poet  road  from  some  part  of 
the  Penobscot  river,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  to  the 
Schodiac  river,  in  said  State,  on  the  Eastern  line  of 
the  United  States." 

Mr.  Chandler  made  a  few  remarks  in  support 
of  his  proposed  amendment,  to  show  how  neces- 
sary such  a  road  is  to  the  military  defence  of  that 
part  of  the  Union,  dec. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  seconded  his  colleague, 
fiddingj  as  a  further  reason  in  favor  of  the  meas- 


ure, that,  as  far  as  the  line  had  been  run  under  the 
fifth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  it  was  found 
to  include  a  much  more  extensive  portion  of  terri- 
tory than  was  supposed  to  belong  to  the  United 
States  in  that  quarter. 

Mr.  Trimble  said  he  had  no  further  objection 
to  the  amendment  than  that  it  embraced  an  object 
totally  distinct  from  the  original  proposition,  and 
which  should  therefore  be  separately  proposed. 

To  which  Mr.  Chanoler  replied,  that,  though 
the  objects  were  geographically  distinct,  the  power 
to  be  exercised  in  regard  to  both  was  the  same, 
and  the  inquiry  as  to  both  was  properly  referable 
to  the  same  committee. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Chandler  was  agreed 
to,  as  was  the  resolution  as  amended. 

MATTHEW  LYON. 

The  Senate  then  again  proceeded  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  report  of  the  select  committee  in 
the  case  of  Matthew  Lyon. 

Mr.  Otis  rose,  and,  in  a  speech  of  considerable 
length,  delivered  his  views  in  opposition  to  the 
report. 

Mr.  Macon  followed,  in  a  speech  which  occu- 
pied some  time  in  the  delivery,  in  favor  of  the 
report. 

Mr.  Dana  then  spoke  against  it,  and  the  Senate 
adjourned. 


Friday,  January  19. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  a  statement 
of  the  contracts  made  by  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Navy  during  the  year  1820;  and  the  letter  and 
statement  were  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Ruggles,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 
Seward  ;"  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  L.  B.  Macarty,  of  Louisiana,  praying  to 
be  compensated  for  the  injury  and  losses  sustained 
in  consequence  of  the  military  occupancy  of  his 
plantation  by  order  of  Greneral  Jackson  in  the 
Winter  of  1814  and  1815;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  the  subject  was  re- 
ferred, reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  cer- 
tain grounds  belonging  to  the  United  States  in  the 
City  of  Washington  ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Thomas,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  Isaac  M.  Johnson 
and  others. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
yesterday,  instructing  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authoriz- 
ing Jared  E.  Groce  to  enter  a  fraction  of  land ; 
and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  authorizing  the.  repair  of  a  sea-wall  at 
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the  Isles  of  Shoals,  and  for  other  purposes,  was 
read  the  second  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

MATTHEW  LYON. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition  of 
Matthew  LyoUj  together  with  tiie  motion  to  post- 
pone the  same  indefinitely. 

Mr.  DiCKERsoN,  of  New  Jersey,  rose,  and  ex- 
pressed himself  as  follows : 

In  addressing  the  Senate  upon  the  subject  of  the 
resolutions  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  Lyon,  I  shall, 
said  Mr.  D.,  make  some  preliminary  observations 
upon  a  few  remarks  that  fell  from  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Otis,)  which 
seem  not  intended  as  any  solid  part  of  his  argu- 
ment, but  were  introduced  by  way  of  embellish- 
ment to  his  very  ingenious  and  very  eloquent 
speech. 

The  honorable  gentleman  seems  much  annoyed 
by  the  thunders  from  the  West,  and  the  roaring  of 
the  lion. 

By  the  thunders  from  the  West,  I  understand  the 
torrent  of  eloquence  which  we  have  heard  with 
delight  from  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky (Mr.  Talbot.)  That  thunder,  sir,  was  not 
a  mere  brutxtm  fuLmen  ;  it  was  a  succession  of  elec- 
tric shocks,  attended  with  the  most  vivid  light- 
nings. Such  thunder  tends  to  purify  the  political 
atmosphere,  and  to  invigorate  our  languid  systems. 
The  honorable  gentleman  says,  the  lion  will 
come  again,  and,  iihe  does,  he  will  heed  him  not, 
but  say,  encore,  let  him  roar,  once  more.  Sir,  the  lion 
will  come  again  and  again,  unless  we  restore  him 
the  money  we  have  taken  from  him ;  but,  give  him 
that,  and  then,  if  I  may  borrow  a  line  from  Pyra- 
mus  and  Thisbe,  as  that  gentleman  has  done — 
and  he  always  keeps  within  the  pale  of  senatorial  de- 
corum— give  him  the  money,  and  then  he  tcUlroar 
you  as  gently  a.i  any  sucking  dove.  And  this,  I  am 
confident,  would  be  the  cheaper  way  of  getting  rid 
of  him.  I  have  other  reasons  for  believing  it  would 
be  the  better  way. 

The  honorable  gentleman  conducted  the  corre- 
spondence between  himself  and  one  of  his  constit- 
uents, with  great  address,  and  brought  it  to  a  hap- 
py conclusion ;  which  is  the  less  to  be  wondered 
at,  as  he  managed  on  both  sides,  and  composed 
the  answer  as  well  as  the  letter.  But,  when  he 
informed  his  correspondent  that  the  case  of  Mat- 
thew Lyon  was  obtruded  upon  our  notice,  at  a 
time  when  we  were  crowded  with  a  great  variety 
of  important  business,  I  wish  he  had  added,  by 
way  of  postscript,  that  the  Senate  had  adjourned 
from  Friday  to  the  Monday  following,  every  week 
this  session,  except  one,  and  then  I  think  there 
^  would  be  a  postscript  to  the  answer,  that,  on  the 
score  of  want  of  time,  or  press  of  business,  there 
could  be  no  excuse  for  refusing  to  hear  the  case  of 
Matthew  Lyon.  In  which  opinion  I  most  heartily 
concur. 

The  honorable  gentleman  seems  to  doubt  as  to 
the  numbers  said  to  have  been  arrayed  against  the 
sedition  act.  There  were  eighteen  thousand  peti- 
tioners against  that  act,  from  Pennsylvania  alone, 


and  several  thousands  from  other  States  ;  but  be- 
fore that  Congress,  this  multitude  were  as  grass- 
hoppers, and  their  noise  was  as  the  chirping  of 
grasshoppers. 

The  honorable  gentleman  informs  us,  that  the 
grasshoppers  in  the  field  make  more  noise  than  the 
beasts  which  graze  the  pasture.  I  understand  the 
application,  but  the  figure  is  an  unfortunate  one, 
notwithstanding  it  has  the  authority  of  Mr.  Burke 
for  its  support.  Surely  Mr.  Burke  could  never 
have  heard  the  tremendous  bellowings  of  the  lord- 
ly leader  of  the  herd,  or  the  nasal,  harsh,  ear-rend- 
ing noteof  one  of  the  descendants  of  Sancho's  Dap- 
ple. Why,  sir,  a  single  iack  will  bray  more  noise 
in  a  minute  than  could  be  made  in  the  same  time 
by  all  the  grasshoppers  that  ever  hopped.  Be- 
lieve me,  it  was  an  egregious  error  to  mistake  the 
voice  of  the  people  for  the  chirping  of  grasshop- 
pers. 

The  honorable  gentleman  thinks  that  most  of 
us  must  have  been  too  young  in  1798,  to  have 
formed  accurate  opinions  of  the  transactions  of 
that  time,  insinuating  that  those  who  were  not 
young  then  must  be  old  now.    Whether  I  was  old 
enough  then,  or  even  now,  to  form  accurate  opin- 
ions of  the  transactions  of  that  time,  is  not  so  cer- 
tain ;  but  I  have  perfect  recollection  of  what  hap- 
pened then,  within  the  sphere  of  my  own  obser- 
vation.     I  have  a  painful  recollection   that  my 
mind  was  irritated,  my  indignation  excited,  my 
passions  roused,  by  what  I  thought  a  systematic 
attempt  to  impair  the  liberties  of  my   country. 
But  time  cures  all   things.      In  twenty  years  I 
have  cooled  down  to  what  my  former  associates 
think  much  below  the  temperate  point,  and,  even 
on  the  measure  now  before  the  Senate,  the  pro- 
priety or  expediency  of  which  I  never  doubted,  I 
have  embarked  with  great  reluctance,  as   those 
know  who  first  presented  the  petition  of  Matthew 
Lyon.     I  do  not  wish  to  throw  Congreve  rockets 
into  the  ranks  of  this  corps  of  invalids,  as  the 
gentleman  chooses  to  designate  himself  and  friends. 
I  do  not  wish  to  revive  the  feuds  of  1798 ;  but  I 
did  hope  that,  at  this  time,  when  we  are  all  fede- 
ralists, all  republicans  ;  when  not  a  breath  disturbs 
the  harmony  of  this  amalgamation,  the  good  feel- 
ings which  we  perceive  every  day  would  not  be 
exercised  exclusively  on  one  side,  but  that  there 
would  be  some  degree  of  reciprocity  ;  that,  as  that 
gentleman  allows  that  the  sedition  act  was  inex- 
pedient, and  had  been  pronounced  to  be  so  by  the 
people,  it  was  also  hoped,  that  the  punishing  of 
Matthew  Lyon  under  the  act  would  be  deemed 
inexpedient ;  that  it  would  be  deemed  inexpedient 
to  raise  money  by  such  means ;  that  it  would  be 
deemed  inexpedient  to  retain  moneys  thus  raised, 
in  our  Treasury,  and  therefore  that  it  would  be 
deemed  quite  expedient  to  return  the  moneys  thus 
obtained  ;  or,  at  least,  it  was  hoped  that  no  very 
determined  opposition  would  be  given  to  this  meas- 
ure.   But  so  far  from  this,  the  honorable  gentle- 
man admonishes  us  not  to  pess  him  and  those 
with  whom  he  acts ;  not  to  irritate  them,  for,  al- 
though nobody  was  disposed  to  attack  the  present 
administration,  comparisons  might  be  made ;  com- 
parisons of  the  expenses  of  former  times,  with 


those  of  the  present ;  expenses  of  the  war,  with 
the  advantages  gained  by  it.  Besides,  our  politi- 
cal concerns  were  not  of  the  most  flattering  kind  ; 
there  was  a  great  deficit  in  our  revenue  ;  our  for- 
eign relations  were  not  in  the  most  prosperous 
train ;  some  troubles  with  France.  This,  to  be 
sure,  is  not  threatening,  but  looks  a  little  like  it. 
For  one,  I  do  not  fear,  but  rather  court,  such  com- 
parisons ;  for,  if  the  results  of  such  comparisons 
should  sometimes  turn  out  unfavorably  to  those 
who  have  the  expenditure  of  public  moneys,  or  of 
those  who  authorize  those  expenditures,  it  would 
operate  as  an  excellent  corrective;  it  might  do 
much  good,  but  no  hurt. 

I  regret  that  the  merits  or  demerits  of  Matthew 
Lyon  should  be  called  up  in  deciding  a  principle, 
involving  consequences  much  more  impcrtartt  than 
the  character  or  sufferings  of  any  individual.  I 
am  aware  that  Matthew  Lyon  is  unpopular  in 
Congress,  but  that  want  of  popularity  should  have 
no  unfavorable  effect  in  fixing  a  principle  in  which 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  are  deeply  inter- 
ested. We  are  not  to  try  the  man  ;  we  are  to  de- 
cide his  cause,  which  is  one  of  general  interest. 
Why,  we  are  triumphantly  asked  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Walker)  has  this 
question  been  suffered  to  sleep  for  twenty  years  ? 
Why  are  its  slumbers  now  disturbed  ?  Frequent 
attempts  have  been  made  to  disturb  its  slumbers, 
but  in  vain  ;  an  attempt  is  now  made,  but  that 

gentleman  seems  resolved  to  perpetuate  those  slum- 
ers,  by  this  motion  for  indefinite  postponement. 
Perhaps  there  have  been  in  Congress  too  many 
who  believe,  with  that  gentleman,  that  no  injury 
has  been  done  to  Matthew  Lyon  ;  who  think  that 
the  eul^iums  which  have  oeen  bestowed  upon 
him,  have  been  a  sufficient  compensation  for  his 
suffering;  for  eulogiums  have  been  poured  out 
upon  him  in  great  profusion,  from  the  time  he 
became  an  object  of  persecution.  If  he  could  be 
paid  for  his  sufferings  in  this  way,  he  might  be 
overpaid ;  and  it  may  be  thought  tnat,  upon  a  fair 
reckoning,  there  may  be  found  a  balance  against 
Mr.  Lyon,  and  that  it  would  be  but  fair  that  he 
should  suffer  a  little  more;  but,  trust  me,  that 
honorable  gentleman,  who  seems  to  envy  the  happy 
estate  of  Mr.  Lyon,  would  not  suffer  what  he  did 
for  all  the  eulogiums  which  fame  herself,  with  her 
hundred  trumpets,  could  pour  out  upon  him  for 
the  rest  of  his  life. 

But  why,  says  the  honorable  gentleman,  is  this 
lime,  when  our  Treasury  is  empty,  selected  for 
Yotin^  money  to  Mr.  Lyon — why  was  not  this 
done  in  the  time  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Administration, 
when  we  had  an  overflowing  Treasury — and  we 
were  at  a  loss  for  the  means  of  disposing  of  the 
public  money  ?  In  the  first  place,  there  was  really 
not  so  much  difficulty  in  disposing  of  the  public 
money  as  seems  to  be  imagined — emptying  the 
Treasury  was  a  very  simple  business  then,  as  we 
have  found  it  to  be  in  latter  days.  In  the  next 
place,  a  full  Treasury  was  no  good  reason  for 
paying  M.  Lyon  a  tnousand  dollars  then,  any 
more  than  a  bare  Treasury  is,  for  withholding  it 
now.  The  merits  of  the  case  do  not  depend  on 
the  state  of  the  Treasury ;  if  they  did,  those  merits 
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would  sometimes  be  very  great,  at  other  times  very 
small,  but  generally  rather  small.  I  trust,  however, 
in  voting  on  this  resolution,  we  shall  not  stop  to 
inquire  now  much  money  there  may  be  in  the 
Treasury  ;  if  we  do,  sure  I  am,  the  gentleman's 
motion,  the  indefinite  postponement,  must  prevail. 

If  the  friends  of  the  liberty  of  the  press  have 
heretofore  neglected  to  urge  inis  subject  upon  the 
consideration  of  Congress,  let  the  reproach  rest 
with  them  ;  their  apathy  affords  no  apology  to  us 
for  refusing  to  act.  If  we  have  been  negligent, 
let  us  now  redeem  our  character.  Those  who 
consider  the  sedition  act  constitutional,  and  called 
for  by  the  circumstances  of  the  times,  must  con- 
sider this  inquiry  as  altogether  unnecessary  and 
improper — and  those  who  believe  that  the  act  was 
unconstitutional  and  oppressive,  I  fear,  feel  satis- 
fied that  much  good  has  resulted  to  themselves 
from  the  sufferings  of  those  who  were  fined  and 
imprisoned  under  that  act — and  that  the  party 
with  whom  it  originated,  not  only  failed  to  accom- 
plish the  object  they  had  in  view,  but  in  fact  by 
this  very  measure  lost  the  power  which  it  was  in- 
tended to  perpetuate.  Under  such  comfortable, 
but  selfish  reflections,  I  fear  we  are  disposed  to 
forgot  the  victims  of  the  law. 

We  cannot  but  feel  some  reluctance  at  entering 
upon  the  investi^tion  of  a  question,  which,  by 
many,  has  long  been  considered  at  rest ;  more  es- 
pecially when  that  question  is  calculated  to  call 
up  feelings  that  once  painfully  agitated  the  public 
mind.  Under  such  circumstances,  a  love  of  ease 
will  prevail,  where  a  strong  sense  of  duty  does  not 
impel  to  action. 

The  present  case,  however,  comes  before  us,  in 
a  way  that  demands,  and  must  receive  a  serious 
consideration.  One  of  our  citizens  has  brought 
his  claim  before  us  in  the  usual  form  of  petition. 
The  Constitution,  laws,  and  usages,  by  which  this 
body  is  governed,  make  it  imperative  upon  us  to 
decide  for  or  against  the  petitioner  ;  and  whatever 
gentlemen  may  think,  as  to  the  merits  of  the  indi- 
vidual, his  case  involves  consequences  of  the  high- 
est importance,  such  as  cannot  be  decided  but  with 
great  responsibility,  a  responsibility  which  I  trust 
will  insure  a  correct  decision. 

Some  who  think  the  sedition  act  unconstitu- 
tional may  be  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  necessary, 
nor  even  consistent  with  the  dictates  of  sound 
policy,  after  a  lapse  of  twenty  years,  to  relieve  the 
sufferers  under  that  law.  With  such  it  will  re- 
main to  devise  a  better  mode  of  restoring  and  re- 
viving, as  far  as  it  can  be  done  by  Congress,  the 
first  article  of  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution, 
which  was  practically  suspended  by  the  sedition 
act,  and  which  may  be  considered  as  null  and  void 
if  the  constitutionality  of  the  act  shall  now  receive 
the  sanction  of  Congress. 

If  it  were  known  with  absolute  certainty  that  a 
result,  similar  to  that  which  attended  the  passing 
of  the  scuition  act,  would  inevitably  attend  every 
similar  attempt — that  part  of  our  Constitution 
which  respects  the  liberty  of  the  press  would  re- 
main secure  from  further  violation.  But,  such  a 
result  iii  by  no  opieans  certain — and  we  deceive  our- 
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•eWes  if  we  suppose  that  the  rage  and  fury 
pftity  are  no  more  to  prevail  in  this  country. 

Snould  an  attempt  hereafter  be  made  to  rerire 
the  sedition  law,  Constitutional  obiections  would 
have  but  little  avail,  as  coming  too  fate.  It  would 
be  said  the  sedition  act  of  ninety-eight  was  not  re- 
pealed, although  every  effort  was  made  to  procure 
lU  repeal,  expressly  on  Constitutional  grounds. 
It  was  suffered  to  expire  by  its  own  limitation. 
Its  constitutionality  was  sanctioned  by  two  deci- 
sions of  Congress ;  and  those  decisions  corrobo- 
rated by  all  me  force  which  the  judiciary  could 
give  them. 

If  those  who  raised  their  voice  from  one  extrem- 
ity of  the  Union  to  the  other  against  the  constitu- 
tionality of  this  act,  when  it  was  passed,  and  when 
an  attempt  was  made  to  repeal  it,  will  not  now, 
when  they  have  the  power,  make  an  effort  to  re- 
pair the  breach  in  the  Constitution,  it  will  be  yield- 
mg  the  point,  and  acknowledging  that  all  their 
cl^or  was  raised  to  gain  power,  which  they  did 
gain  ;  not  to  preserve  the  Constitution,  which  is 
left  mutilated,  without  an   effort  at  reparation. 
And  this  precedent,  thus  sanctioned  by  one  party 
and  acquiesced  in  by  the  other,  will  be  considered 
as  the  legislative  and  judicial  construction  of  the 
Constitution  ;  and,  by  this  process,  the  Constitu- 
tion will  practically  be  altered,  and  the  libertv  of 
the  press  be  as  completely  within  the  control  of 
Congress  and  the  Judiciary  of  the  United  States, 
as  if  the  first  amendment  to  the  Constitution  had 
declared  Congress  shall  have  power  to  abridge  the 
liberty  of  the  press. 

For  my  part,  I  have  never  doubted  that  the  se- 
dition act,  so  far  as  it  respects  the  printing  and 
publishing  of  libels,  was  a  direct,  open,  and  un- 
equivocal breach  of  the  Constitution.  And,  al- 
though I  do  not  hold  the  United  States  responsible 
for  ail  the  losses  sustained  under  that  act,  I  would 
not  willingly  retain  in  our  Treasury  a  single  dollar 
of  the  money  iniquitously  acquired  under  it.  The 
whole  forms  but  a  small  sum,  but  if  it  were  large, 
it  should  be  returned  to  those  from  whom  it  was 
taken.  I  should  not  stop  to  inquire  whether  it  was 
a  thousand  or  a  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  friends  of  the  sedition  act  aver  that  it  was 
no  breach  of  the  Constitution — no  infringement, 
but  rather  an  enlargement  of  the  liberty  of  the 
press.     It  ought,  they  say,  to  be  considered  : 

1st.  Mitigating  the  rigor  of  the  common  law  on 
the  subject  of  libels,  inasmuch  as  it  limits  the  pun- 
ishment under  it  to  two  thousand  dollars  fine  and 
two  years'  imprisonment,  and  allows  the  truth  to 
be  given  in  evidence,  while  those  guilty  of  the 
same  offences  might  be  punished  at  common  law, 
by  fine  and  imprisonment,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
court. 

2d.  That  it  is  merely  declaratory  of  the  com- 
mon law,  making  nothing  penal  that  was  not  pe- 
nal before. 

3d.  That  it  did  not  abridge  the  liberty  of  the 
press,  inasmuch  as  it  imposed  no  previous  restraint 
upon  publications — established  no  censorship  or 
system  of  licensing. 

4th.  That  it  was  necessary  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  powers  vested  by  the  Constitution  in  the 


Government,  and,  therefore,  required  under  the 
eighth  section  of  the  first  trticfe  of  the  Consti* 
tution. 

5th.  That  it  was  a  part  of  a  system  of  national 
defence,  adopted  at  a  crisis  of  extraordinary  difi&- 
cultv  and  danger. 

Most  of  those  arguments  we  have  heard  upon 
this  floor,  and  all  of  them  are  contained  in  a  very 
celebrated  report  of  a  committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  made  on  the  21st  of  February, 
1799,  in  which  report  the  committee  condensed 
whatever  they  supposed  could  be  urged  in  favor  of 
the  sedition  act,  and  against  its  repeal.  This  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  was  published  in  many  journals  of  the 
day  as  proof  positive  of  the  unerring  wisdom  of 
Congress. 

It  was  to  be  hoped  that  the  dangerous  doctrine 
that  the  common  law  was  the  prop  and  support  of 
the  sedition  act,  would  long  since  hare  been  for- 
mally abandoned,  but  I  see  nothing  like  it.  The 
honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  two 
years  ago,  when  the  subject  was  under  discussion, 
did  say,  in  justification  of  the  sedition  act,  that 
every  Government  had  an  inherent  right  to  punish 
offences  which  endanger  its  existence — which  sen- 
timent he  now  reiterates.  Such  rights,  if  not  de- 
rived from  the  Constitution,  must  be  derived  from 
the  broad  principles  of  the  common  law — such  prin- 
ciples as  were  assumed  by  the  committee  in  their 
celebrated  report.  He  seems  to  have  abated  noth- 
ing in  his  reverence  for  the  common  law ;  he  con- 
siders the  stigma  cast  upon  it  by  gentlemen,  par- 
ticularly by  gentlemen  of  the  bar,  as  a  species  of 
profanation.  The  eulogium  he  has  pronounced 
upon  this  common  law  is  such  as  to  leave  no  doubt 
as  to  his  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  ingralted  upon 
our  system,  if  it  does  not  alreadv  form  the  vital 

rirt  of  it.     He  informs  us  that  the  common  law, 
quote  his  words,  is  a  system  in  which,  under 
God,  we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being. 

Was  the  sedition  act  passed  in  mitigation  of  the 
common  law?  If  it  was,  it  will  conclusively  fol- 
low that  the  press  was  more  free  during  the  ex- 
istence of  that  act  than  it  was  before  it  passed,  or 
has  been  since  it  expired.  And  that  period,  which 
has  been  called  the  reign  of  terror,  should  be  re- 
corded and  remembered  as  the  golden  days  of  the 
publishers  of  pamphlets  and  newspapers. 

In  investigating  a  proposition  so  extraordinary 
as  this,  we  are  led  to  inquire  into  the  motives  of 
those  by  whose  means  the  act  passed.    Why  should 
the  parly  in  power,  who  had  everything  to  fear 
from  the  press  at  this  time  of  difficulty  and  danger, 
pertinaciously  ia^ist  upon  mitigating  the  rigor  of 
the  law  upon  the  subject  of  libels,  while  those  for 
whom  all   this   kindness  was  meant  as  pertina- 
ciously refused  to  receive  the  boon  ?     Had  the 
Legi.slatures  of  any  of  the  States  instructed  their 
Senators  and  Representatives  to  obtain  any  such 
mitigation  of  the  common  law  ?    Had  the  prin- 
ters asked  this  as  a  favor  7    Had  any  meetings  of 
the  citizens  presented  memorials  to  Congress  upon 
this  subject  ?    Had  the  cries  of  any  convicted  for 
libels,  and  sentenced  to  a  fine  of  more  than  two 
thousand  dollars,  and  imprisonment  more  than  two 


years,  mored  the  tender  mercies  of  the  majority  in 
Congress  7  Nothing  of  all  this  appears  upon  the 
record. 

If  this  act  was  in  truth  meant  to  extend  the  lib- 
erty of  the  press,  these  publishers  of  pamphlets  and 
newspapers  have  been  guilty  of  the  vilest  ingrati- 
tude towards  their  benefactors.  For,  so  far  from 
puffing  them  in  their  publications,  or  toasting  them 
at  their  feasts,  or  giving  them  dinners  for  their  pat- 
riotic exertions,  they  have  poured  out  upon  them 
innumerable  streams  of  invective,  which,  with  the 
aid  of  some  other  causes,  not  necessary  to  be  de- 
tailed, have  deprived  them  of  the  power  of  further 
mitigating  the  riffor  of  the  common  law. 

But  I  believe  the  charge  of  ingratitude  will  not 
lie  against  thete  publishers  of  pamphlets  and  news- 

fapers.  They  judged  correctly,  and  some  of  them 
now  by  sad  experience  the  exact  nature  of  the 
good  things  intended  for  them  by  the  dominant 
party  in  Congress. 

If  Congress  by  this  act  meant  to  mitigate  the 
rigor  of  the  common  law,  they  most  certainly 
missed  their  aim.  But  I  hope  it  will  not  be 
thought  uncharitable  to  suspect  that  nothing  was 
further  from  their  intention.  If  such  was  indeed 
their  intention,  it  should  have  appeared  in  the 
bill ;  the  evils  to  be  remedied  should  have  been 
pointed  out,  and  such  parts  of  the  common  law  as 
were  deemed   too  severe  should  have   been   ex- 

Eressly  abrogated ;  otherwise  the  courts  might 
are  gone  on  to  indict  and  punish  offenders  at 
common  law,  the  sedition  act  notwithstanding, 
and  in  this  way  have  entirely  defeated  the  benev- 
olent intentions  of  Congress. 

But  Congre>is  should  have  been  very  sure  that 
they  had  this  common  law  before  they  undertook 
to  mitigate  it. 

How  far  can  the  sedition  act  be  considered  as 
declaratory  of  the  common  law  7 

If  it  is  declaratory  of  the  common  law  of  Eng- 
land, and  not  of  tnis  country,  it  is  idle,  as  much 
so  as  if  it  was  declaratory  of  the  common  law  of 
France  or  China. 

It  is  impossible  that  it  could  be  declaratory  of 
the  common  law  of  the  individual  States,  for  the 
laws  upon  the  subject  of  libels  were  not  probably 
alike  in  any  two  of  them.  And  Congress  never 
stopped  to  inquire  whether,  in  all  the  States,  au- 
thors of  libels  upon  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  were  punishable  by  fine  and  imprisonment, 
at  common  law,  whether  any  had  been  punished 
for  such  offences  to  an  extent  beyond  two  thousand 
dollars  fine  and  two  years  imprisonment;  and,  if 
sOj  whether  the  States  might  not  have  been  left  to 
mitigate  their  own  common  law. 

If  the  State  courts  had  power  to  punish  at  com- 
mon law,  or  any  other  law,  those  guilty  of  the 
offences  mentioned  in  the  sedition  act,  that  act 
did  not  take  away  such  power,  and  the  offenders 
might  have  been  punished  both  in  the  State  and 
Federal  courts ;  for,  in  such  a  strange  complexity 
of  jurisdictions,  the  plea  oi  autre  fois  acquit  would 
not  have  been  available  on  the  second  indictment, 
more  especially  as  one  prosecution  would  be  for 
an  offence  against  the  State,  the  other  for  an  of- 
fence against  the  United  States.    Such  a  divi- 


ded empire  in  matter  of  jurisdiction  cannot  be 
tolerated.  If  Congress  have  power  to  provide  for 
the  punishment  of  the  offences  mentioned  in  the 
sedition  act,  they  must  have  the  exclusive  power, 
uncontrolled  by  the  States.  For,  if  the  States 
have  such  control,  they  might  mitigate  the  rijgot 
of  the  sedition  act,  by  providing  that  the  punish- 
ment for  offences  mentioned  in  that  act  should  be 
merely  nominal,  and  thus  render  that  act  inoper- 
ative, except  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  United  States  and  individual  States  can 
have  no  concurrent  jurisdiction  in  the  trial  of 
criminal  prosecutions.  If  the  United  States  hare 
jurisdiction  in  such  cases,  it  must  be  exclusive  ju- 
risdiction. And  Congress  cannot  declare  what  is 
the  law  of  the  States  ;  the  States  must  be  left  to 
declare  for  themselves. 

If,  therefore,  the  sedition  act  was  declaratory  of 
any  common  law,  it  must  have  been  the  common 
law  of  the  United  States.  The  United  States,  it 
will  be  allowed,  could  have  had  no  common  law 
from  immemorial  usage.  If  they  had  it  at  all,  it 
must  have  been  by  adoption.  But,  where  do  we 
find,  in  the  Constitution,  the  power  to  adopt  the 
common  law  as  a  part  of  our  criminal  code? 
With  such  a  power,  the  Constitution  itself  would 
never  have  been  adopted.  That  such  a  power  ex- 
ists, is  a  doctrine  the  most  extraordinary  and  the 
most  dangerous  that  has  ever  been  urged  in  Con- 
gress or  in  our  courts  of  justice. 

Yet  the  committee  who  made  the  celebrated  re- 
port I  have  already  mentioned  declare  that  ^'  the 
'  act  in  question  (sedition  act)  cannot  beunconsti- 
'  tutional,  because  it  makes  nothing  penal  that  was 
'  not  penal  before ;  gives  no  new  powers  to  the 
'  courts,  but  is  merely  declaratory  of  the  common 
'  law ;  libels  against  the  Grovernment  are  offences 
'  arising  under  the  Constitution,  (second  section  of 
'  the  third  article,)  and  consequently  punishable  at 
'  common  law  by  the  courts  of  the  United  States." 

This  report  has  been  sanctioned  by  a  vote  of  a 
majority  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  by 
an  acquiescence  on  the  part  of  the  then  minority 
of  more  than  twenty  years.  And  yet,  if  the  com- 
mittee were  right,  the  same  common  law  still  ex- 
ists, and  the  Federal  courts  can  now  take  cogni- 
zance of  the  offences  mentioned  in  the  sedition  act, 
and  try  the  offenders  without  allowing  them  the 
privilege  of  giving  the  truth  in  evidence,  for  Mr. 
Fox's  bill  can  form  no  part  of  the  common  law, 
and  punish  them  by  fine  and  imprisonment  at  their 
discretion.  Can  we  tolerate  such  doctrines?  Will 
we  now  by  our  decision  give  currency  and  efi^t 
to  such  damnable  heresies  7 

The  discussion  upon  this  point  alone  would 
form  a  long  argument.  Whatever  can  be  said 
upon  it  has  been  said  by  Mr.  Madison  and  other 
members  of  the  Virginia  Legislature  in  their  de- 
bates upon  this  subject,  which  have  been  pub- 
lished. For  the  present,  I  will  satisfy  mvselfwith 
quoting  the  opinion  of  Judge  Chase,  in  the  case  of 
the  United  States  against  Worral,  2  Dallas's  rep. 
398.  In  the  term  of  April,  1798,  three  months  be- 
fore the  passing  of  the  sedition  act,  the  defendant 
I  was  tried  and  convicted  at  common  law,  in  the 
;  circuit  court  for  the  Pennsylvania  district,  for  an 
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attempt  to  bribe  Tench  Coxe,  the  commissioaer 
of  the  reveDue.  A  motion  was  made  in  arrest  of 
judgment,  and  it  was  alleged  that  the  circuit  court 
could  not  take  cognizance  of  this  offence,  inas- 
much as  it  was  not  a  crime  against  any  of  the 
statute  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the 
common  law  could  give  no  jurisdiction  to  the 
court  in  this  case. 

Chase,  Justice  :  "  This  is  an  indictment  for  an  of- 
fence highly  injurioas  to  murals,  and  deserring  the 
•everest  punishment ;  but,  as  it  is  an  indictment  at 
common  law,  I  dismiss  at  once  every  thing  that  has 
been  said  about  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States."  "  In  my  opinion,  the  United  States,  as 
a  Federal  Government,  have  no  common  law ;  and, 
consequently,  no  indictment  can  be  maintained  in 
their  courts  for  offences  merely  at  the  common  law. 
If,  indeed,  the  United  States  can  be  supposed  for  a 
moment  to  have  a  common  law,  it  must,  I  presume, 
be  that  of  England  ;  and  yet  it  is  impossible  to  trace 
when  or  how  the  system  was  adopted  or  introduced." 

The  Judge  supported  this  opinion  by  sound  ar- 

?jment,  but  not  such  as  to  convince  his  brother 
eters,  who  dissented. 

Peters,  Justice  :  **  Whenever  a  Government  has 
been  established,  I  have  always  supposed  that  a  power 
to  preserve  itself  was  a  necessary  and  inseparable  con- 
comitant. But  the  existence  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment would  be  precarious  ;  it  could  no  longer  be  called 
an  independent  Government,  if,  for  the  punishment 
of  offences  of  this  nature,  tending  to  obstruct  and  per- 
vert the  administration  of  it»  affairs,  en  appeal  must 
be  made  to  the  State  tribunals,  or  the  offenders  must 
escape  with  absolute  impunity. 

"The  power  to  punish  misdemeanors  is  originally 
and  strictly  a  common  law  power ;  of  which  I  think. 
the  United  States  are  constitutionally  possessed.  It 
might  have  been  exercised  by  Congress  as  a  legislotive 
act ;  but  it  may  also,  in  my  opinion,  be  enforced  in  a 
course  of  judicial  proceeding.  Whenever  an  offence 
aims  at  the  subversion  of  any  federal  institution,  or  at 
the  corruption  of  its  public  officers,  it  is  an  ofience 
against  the  well-being  of  the  United  States.  From  iu 
very  nature,  it  is  cogtMlable  under  their  authority,  and 
consequently  is  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  court, 
by  virtue  of  the  eleventh  section  of  the  judicial  act." 

If  this  opinion  was  correct,  then,  indeed.  Con- 
gress had  nothing  further  to  do  in  a  criminal  code, 
but  to  soften  the  rigor  of  the  common  law.  1  must 
call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  for  a  moment  to 
the  extraordinary  termination  of  this  case.  The 
court  being  divided,  the  motion  in  arrest  of  judg- 
ment failed  ;  but,  being  so  divided,  it  became  a 
matter  of  doubt  whether  sentence  could  be  pro- 
nounced upon  the  defendant.  Those  doubts  were 
removed,  I  know  not  how,  and  the  defendant  sen- 
tenced to  an  imprisonment  of  three  months  and  a 
fine  of  two  hundred  dollars;  and  thus  was  pun- 
ished at  common  law,  the  opinion  of  Judge  Chase 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

These  opinions,  thus  judicially  expressed,  must 
have  been -well  known  to  the  majority  in  Congress 
who  passed  the  sedition  act,  and  well  known  to  the 
committee  who  drew  up  the  celebrated  rep-ort,  and 
to  the  majority  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
who  sanctioned  that  report ;  and  they  have  given 
all  the  validity  which  they  possibly  could  to  the 


broad  and  ^weeping  doctrine  of  the  common  law 
under  which  Worral  was  punished.  Further  com- 
ment, as  to  this  point,  is  unnecessary. 

It  is  said  that  the  sedition  act  is  no  abridgment 
of  the  liberty  of  the  press,  inasmuch  as  it  imposes 
no  previous  restraint  upon  publications — estab- 
lishes no  censorship,  or  system  of  licensing. 

And  can  we  admit  that  no  law  can  abridge  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  unless  it  subject  publications 
to  a  system  ot  licensing  ?  Did  the  nrst  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  mean  only  to  provide 
against  such  a  system  ?  A  system  which  no  ad- 
ministration in  England  has  dared  to  enforce  since 
the  time  of  William  III.  A  system  that  would 
no  sooner  be  tolerated  in  this  country  than  would 
the  holv  inquisition.  A  system  against  which  it 
would  be  wholly  useless  to  provide  by  the  Con- 
stitution. For,  whenever  Congress  shall  be  so 
utterly  lost  to  every  principle  of  liberty  as  to  wish 
for  such  a  system,  be  assured  no  Constitution  will 
stand  in  their  way.  Some  pretext  will  easily  be 
found  for  prostrating  the  liberty  of  the  press,  by 
some  new  and  more  rigid  sedition  act.  If  all 
other  pretexts  should  fail,  that  of  introducing  it  as 
a  part  of  the  system  of  national  defence  will  be 
deemed  satisfactory. 

If  a  law  to  punish  the  authors  of  libels  with  a 
fine  of  two  thousand  dollars  and  an  imprisonment 
of  two  years  be  not  to  abridge  the  liberty  of  the 
press,  because  it  imposes  no  previous  restraint  upon 
publications,  then,  by  a  parity  of  reasoning,  to 
puni.sh  with  ten  thousand  dollars  fine  and  ten 
years'  imprisonment  would  be  no  abridgment  of 
the  liberty  of  the  press.  No,  not  even  if  the  offence 
should  be  made  capital,  as  was  done  under  Augus- 
tus CsEsar. 

The  importance  of  a  free  press  in  preventing 
the  abuses  of  Government,  was  well  understood 
at  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  and  its  amend- 
ments, and  much  more  justly  appreciated  than 
now.  And  such  was  the  extreme  jealousy  of  the 
people  upon  this  subject,  that,  although  no  power 
was  given  to  Congress  to  interfere  witn  the  liberty 
of  the  press,  and  all  powers  not  given  were  reserv- 
ed, yet,  fearing  that  Congress  might,  by  implica- 
tion, arrogate  this  power  to  themselves,  they  pro- 
vided this  prohibitory  amendment,  that  Congress 
should  not  abridge  the  liberty  of  the  press. 

If,  in  consequence  of  passing  the  sedition  act,  it 
was  more  dangerous  to  investigate  and  expose  the 
abuses  of  Government,  than  it  was  before  the  act 
passed,  then  was  the  liberty  of  the  press  abridged. 

To  subject  the  publisher  of  what  might  be 
deemed  a  libel,  to  punishment  by  indictment,  when 
before  he  was  only  answerable  in  damages  to  the 
party  injured  ;  or  to  be  tried  in  two  courts  when 
before  he  could  be  tried  but  in  one ;  or  to  be  tried 
in  a  court  in  which  he  could  not  be  tried  before,  is 
to  increase  the  hazard  and  danger  of  such  publica- 
tion. But  to  make  him,  for  an  alleged  libel  on  the 
President  and  Senate  of  the  United  States  indict- 
able before  judges  appointed  by  the  President 
and  Senate ;  by  a  grand  jury  chosen  by  a  marshal, 
and  before  a  traverse  jury  selected  by  the  same 
marshal,  holding  his  office  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
President;  the  prosecution  to  be  urged  by  the  zeal 
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of  a  district  attorney,  also  holding  his  office  at  the 
will  of  the  President ;  is  so  far  a  restraint  upon 
the  liberty  of  the  press,  that  none  but  the  most 
intrepid  would  dare  to  arraign  the  conduct  of  the 
President  before  the  bar  of  the  public. 

But  the  practice  under  this  act,  whatever  was 
intended  by  it,  was  made  to  produce  the  effect  of 

ftrevious  restraint.  A  person  charged  with  pub- 
ishing  a  libel  against  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
would  be  bound  under  recognizance,  himself  in  a 
thousand  dollars,  and  two  good  sureties  in  a  thous- 
and more,  to  appear  and  answer;  and  also  to  keep 
the  peace  and  be  of  good  behavior.  If,  before  the 
session  of  the  court,  he  publi.<ihes  that  Congress 
have  passed  an  unconstitutional  act,  this,  by  the 
vigilant  prosecuting  officer,  would  be  deemed  a 
new  libel  and  a  forfeiture  of  the  former  recogni- 
zance. The  ofiending  party  would  be  bound  over 
again,  with  sureties,  to  appear  and  answer,  and 
also  to  keep  the  peace  and  be  of  good  behavior — 
and  suits  immediately  commenced  on  the  first  re- 
cognizance against  the  party  and  his  sureties;  and 
so  on  tofifs  quoties,  till  the  party  would  be  silent. 
This  is  not  merely  hypothesis,  but  matter  of  fact. 
Two  suits  were  depending  against  the  editor  of 
the  Aurora  and  his  sureties,  on  recognizances 
thus  forfeited,  when  Mr.  Jefferson  came  into  office; 
I  need  hardly  add  that,  soon  after  this,  they  were 
discontinued,  and  thus  was  Mr.  Duane  saved  from 
serious  embarrassment,  if  not  ruin,  and  his  sure- 
ties from  heavy  losses.  It  was  generally  a  part  of 
the  sentence  on  conviction,  that  the  party  should 
find  surety  for  his  good  behavior  for  a  limited 
time.  Those  who  were  intrepid  enough  to  meet 
the  consequences  of  such  a  process  in  their  own 
property  and  persons,  were  not  willing  to  expose 
their  friends  to  vexatious  lawsuits  and  ruinous 
losses.  They  would,  therefore,  be  as  n^uch  re- 
strained as  they  would  be  under  a  law  requiring  a 
license  for  publication — nay,  more  so,  for  any  one 
could  publish  without  license,  subjecting  himself 
to  the  penalty  of  the  law,  in  which  case  he  would 
not  be  punished  through  his  friends;  a  kind  of 
punishment  much  more  mortifying  to  a  man  of  an 
ingenuous  mind,  than  fine  or  imprisonment  in  his 
own  person.  What  could — what  did  prevent  a 
total  prostration  of  the  liberty  of  the  press,  under 
such  a  system? — Public  opinion ;  a  tribunal  which 
I  hope  no  party  or  administration  in  this  country 
will  ever  ne  able  to  put  at  defiance;  a  tribunal 
which  has  pronounced  on  this  law,  and  the  makers 
of  it. 

To  ascertain  how  far  this  act  was  an  abridg- 
ment of  the  liberty  of  the  press,  let  us  examine  a 
little  further  into  its  practical  operation.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  add  any  thing  to  what  has  already 
been  said  upon  the  trial  of  Matthew  Lyon.  The 
trial  of  Thomas  Cooper,  in  1800,  in  the  Circuit 
Court  of  the  United  States,  for  the  Pennsylvania 
District,  will  furnish  a  complete  illustration  of  the 
views  of  those  who  made,  and  of  those  who  ad- 
ministered this  law. 

I  select  this  case  because  I  was  a  witness  of  the 
whole  trial :  a  trial  which,  at  the  time,  filled  my 
mind  with  horror  and  indignation.  I  saw  a  man 
whom  it  was  my  pride  then,  as  it  is  now,  to  call  my 


friend;  a  man  of  the  most  honorable  feelings;  a, 
man  whose  name  is  identified  with  science  and 
literature;  the  constant  study  of  whose  life  it  has 
been  to  render  himself  useful  to  his  fellow  beings; 
I  saw  this  man  dragged  before  a  criminal  court, 
arraigned,  tried,  and  punished,  for  publishing 
words  which  nothing  but  the  violence  and  blind- 
ness of  party  rage  could  have  construed  into  crime. 
In  the  year  '97  Mr.  Cooper  had  asked  of  the  Presi- 
dent, Mr.  Adams,  to  be  appointed  an  agent  for 
American  claims;  the  request  was  made  through 
Dr.  Priestley  directly  to  Mr.  Adams,  with  a  frank- 
ness warranted  on  the  part  of  the  Doctor  by  the 
intimacy  which  had  long  existed  between  them. 
As  the  application  was  thus  personal,  it  was  sup- 
posed to  be  confidential.  It  was  unsuccessful,  and 
there  it  should  have  rested.  But,  by  some  means 
never  explained,  two  years  afterwards  this  appli- 
cation was  made  public,  and  afforded  the  editor  of 
a  paper  in  Reading,  an  opportunity  of  inserting  a 
scurrilous  paragraph  against  Mr.  Cooper.  Irrita- 
ted at  being  thus  held  up  as  a  subject  of  ridicule, 
Mr.  Cooper,  in  justification  of  his  own  conduct, 
published  the  address  for  which  he  was  indicted. 
The  words  contained  in  the  indictment,  stripped 
of  the  inucndoes,  are  the  following: 

"Nor  do  I  see  any  impropriety  in  making  this  re- 
quest of  Mr.  Adams :  at  that  time  he  had  just  entered 
into  office;  be  was  hardly  in  the  infancy  of  political 
mistake;  even  those  who  doubted  of  his  capacity, 
thought  well  of  his  intentions.  Nor  were  we  yet 
saddled  with  the  expense  of  a  permanent  navy,  or 
threatened,  under  his  auspices,  with  the  existence  of 
a  standing  army.  Our  credit  was  not  yet  reduced 
quite  so  low  as  to  borrow  money  at  eight  per  cent  in 
time  of  peace,  while  the  unneceasary  violence  of 
official  expressions  might  justly  have  provoked  a  war. 
Mr.  Adams  had  not  yet  projected  his  embassies  to 
Prussia,  Russia,  and  the  Sublime  Porte;  nor  had  be 
yet  interfered,  as  President  of  the  United  States,  to 
influence  the  decisions  of  a  court  of  justice;  a  stretch 
of  authority  which  the  monarch  of  Great  Britain 
would  have  shrunk  from;  an  interference  without 
precedent,  against  law,  and  against  mercy!  The 
melancholy  case  of  Jonathan  Robbios,  a  native  citizen 
of  America,  forcibly  impressed  by  the  British,  and 
delivered  up,  with  the  advice  of  Mr.  Adams,  to  the 
mock  trial  of  a  British  court  martial,  had  not  yet 
astonished  the  republican  citizens  of  this  free  country; 
a  case  too  little  known,  but  which  the  people  ought  to 
be  fully  apprized  of  before  the  election,  and  they  shall 
be." 

I  have  the  highest  veneration  for  the  exalted 
statesman  and  revolutionary  patriot  against  whom 
this  censure  was  levelled  ;  out  he  was  not  infalli- 
ble— much  less  so  were  those  around  him,  by  whose 
advice,  at  this  particular  period,  he  was  too  muck 
influenced.  But,  however  exalted  his  station,  he 
had  accepted  it  with  a  full  knowledge  that  it  was 
the  disposition  and  practice,  and  a  salutary  one 
too,  in  this  country,  to  examine  and  censure,  with 
great  freedom,  the  conduct  of  those  in  power.  To 
be  censured  freely,  and  sometimes  unjustly,  is  a 
tax  which  every  one  must  pay  who  holds  the 
highest  station  in  our  Government.  Laws  which 
should  completely  prevent  thb,  would  as  complete- 
ly prostrate  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
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However  much  Mr.  Adams  might  have  been 
hurt  at  the  asperity  of  the  language  applied  to 
kirn,  I  am  confident  he  never  intimated  a  wish  in 
fiivor  of  a  prosecution.  Most  probably  this  took 
place  in  consequence  of  the  advice  of  those  who 
advised  that  Robbins  should  be  given  up.  About 
this  time  Mr.  Adams  thought  proper  to  repress  the 
zeal  of  his  political  friends  by  pardoning  Fries, 
who  had  been  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  but  was 
convicted  of  treason,  and  by  other  acts  evincing 
a  disposition  to  pursue  a  more  moderate  system 
than  that  which  had  prevailed  for  two  preceding 
years.  It  will  also  be  remembered,  that,  not  long 
after  this  period,  he  dismissed  some  of  his  advi- 
sers, in  whom  he  had  probably  placed  too  much 
confidence. 

At  the  present  time  of  good  feelings  it  seems 
incredible,  that  what  Mr.  Cooper  said  of  the  ex- 
penses of  a  permanent  navy — of  the  standing 
army — the  eight  per  cent,  loan,  and  the  projected 
embassies  to  Prussia,  Russia,  and  the  Sublime 
Porte,  should  have  been  considered  as  the  subject 
of  indictment.  What  was  said  as  to  the  case 
of  Jonathan  Robbins,  otherwise  called  Thomas 
Nash,  was  of  a  more  serious  character,  and  should 
have  been  answered,  if  it  could  have  been  answer- 
ed, by  a  true  history  of  that  transaction— not  by 
punishing  Mr.  Cooper ;  for,  if  this  interference  on 
the  part  of  the  President,  was  without  precedent 
against  law  and  against  mercy,  fining  and  impris- 
oning Mr.  Cooper  could  not  make  it  otherwise. 

It  has  never  oeen  pretended  that  there  was  any 
precedent  for  delivering  up  Robbins.  He  had 
been  charged  with  piracy  and  murder  on  board 
the  British  sloop  Hermione,  and  demanded  by  the 
British  minister.  His  case  was  depending  before 
Judge  Bee,  of  South  Carolina.  He  alleged  that 
he  was  a  native  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  he  had  been  forcibly  impressed  on  board  the 
Hermione.  If  his  story  had  been  true,  it  will  not 
be  pretended  by  those  who  recollect  the  history 
connected  with  that  transaction  that  he  ought  to 
have  been  given  up.  But,  as  he  averred  it  to  be 
true,  and  produced  his  passport  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States,  m  support  of  his  assertion, 
the  proof  that  he  stated  a  lalsehood  should  have 
been  so  complete  as  to  leave  no  loop  to  hang  a 
doubt  upon,  before  he  should  ever  have  been  given 
up  to  certain  death.  The  proof,  if  it  deserves  the 
name,  was  of  a  very  doubtful  character  as  to  this 
point.  While  the  case  was  thus  before  the  Judge, 
Mr.  Pickering,  then  Secretary  of  State,  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  Judge,  containing,  among  others,  this 
expression : 

"The  President  bts,  in  conscqaence  hereof,  au* 
thorized  me  to  communicate  to  you  his  advice  and  re- 
quest that  Thomas  Nash  should  be  delivered  up  to  the 
coBsal  or  other  agent  of  Great  Britain,  who  shall  ap- 
pear to  receive  bim." 

Whether  Robbins,  or,  as  he  is  called  in  this  let- 
ter, Nash,  was  or  was  not  a  native  citizen,  will 
probably  never  be  known  with  certainty.  After 
ne  was  hung  in  chains,  a  strong  disposition  was 
discovered  to  try  his  case,  and  great  pains  were 
ti^en  to  prove  tnat  he  was  not  a  native  of  the 
town  in  which  he  said  he  was  born.    Probably  he 


was  not  a  native  of  this  country ;  I  hope  to  Heaven 
he  was  not. 

Bat,  if  it  had  been  otherwise  ;  if  it  had  turned 
out  upon  this  posthumous  trial,  that  his  story  was 
true,  it  would  have  been  a  source  of  lasting  regret 
to  Mr.  Adams ;  and,  had  he  known  precisdy  how 
the  case  stood  before  Judge  Bee,  sure  I  am  he  would 
not  have  interfered  in  the  manner  he  did.  He 
was  governed,  no  doubt,  by  a  rigid  sense  of  justice, 
and  a  regard  tor  the  conditions  of  our  treaty  with 
Great  Britain.  But  I  have  ever  thought,  and  still 
think,  the  act  was  precipitate,  and  peculiarly  un- 
fortunate. Mr.  Cooper,  without  doubt,  thought 
this  interference  was  without  precedent,  because 
no  such  case  had  happened  before.  He  thought 
it  against  law,  because  the  facts  alleged  by  Rob- 
bins, as  to  his  birth  and  impressment,  should  have 
been  ascertained  with  certainty  before  he  was  de- 
livered up.  He  thought  it  against  mercy,  because 
the  man  was  delivered  up  to  certain  death.  Such 
were  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Cooper ;  opinions  which, 
under  our  tree  system  of  Grovernraent,  he  ou^ht  to 
have  been  allowed  to  express  and  publish,  without 
being  dragged  before  a  criminal  court,  or  sentenced 
to  a  loathsome  prison.  Yet  for  this  he  was  sent- 
enced to  pay  a  fine  of  four  hundred  dollars,  to  be 
imprisoned  for  the  term  of  six  months,  and  to 
enter  into  recognizance  for  his  good  behavior  after 
that  period,  himself  in  one  thousand  dollars,  with 
two  sureties  in  five  hundred  dollars  each.  And 
was  this  no  abridgment  of  the  liberty  of  the  press  ? 
The  press  is  more  free  under  the  monarchy  of 
Great  Britain. 

A  further  examination  of  this  trial  will  show 
that  the  difficulty  of  proving  facts  and  opinions  of 
common  notoriety,  under  this  law,  was  such  as  to 
leave  no  chance  of  escape  to  any  one  indicted 
under  it ;  and,  accordingly,  1  believe  none  did  escape. 
Judge  Chase,  in  his  charge  to  the  jury,  observed, 

that: 

"  The  traverser,  in  his  defence,  most  prove  every 
charge  he  has  made  to  be  true.  He  must  prove  it  to 
the  marrow.  If  he  asserts  three  things,  and  proves 
but  one,  he  fails  ;  if  he  proves  two,  he  fails  in  his  de- 
fence, for  be  must  prove  the  whole  of  his  assertions 
to  be  true.  If  he  were  to  prove  that  the  President 
had  done  every  thing  charged  against  bim  in  the  first 
paragraph  of  the  publication  ;  though  he  should  prove 
to  your  satisfaction,  that  the  President  had  interfered 
to  influence  the  decisions  of  a  court  of  justice  ;  that  he 
had  delivered  up  Jonathan  Robbins  without  precedent, 
against  law  and  against  mercy,  this  would  not  be  suf- 
ficient unless  he  proved,  at  the  same  time,  that  Jona- 
than Robbins  was  a  native  American,  and  had  been 
forcibly  impressed  and  compelled  to  serve  on  board  % 
British  ship  of  war." 

According  to  this,  the  most  trivial  mistake  in 
point  of  fact  or  opinion  would  deprive  the  party 
indicted  of  all  the  advantages  of  toat  pert  of  the 
law  which  allows  the  truth  to  be  given  in  evidence. 
Indeed,  that  part  of  the  act  appcarsamere  mockery, 
when  we  read  thi.s  trial,  and  see  the  difficulty  of 

E roving  facts  and  opinions  of  common  notoriety, 
y  the  technical  nicety  of  the  common  law. 

If  the  Government  in  1798  had  been  sufficiently 
strong,  as,  thank  Heaven  !  they  were  not,  to  ^iye 
permanency  to  such  a  law,  ana  such  an  adminis- 
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tration  of  the  law,  there  would  have  been  an  end 
to  our  boasted  liberty  of  the  press.  The  silence 
of  despotism  would  have  pervaded  the  Union, 
communicating  a  palsy  to  every  part  of  our  Con- 
stitution, which  was  intended  to  retard  the  march 
of  aristocracy,  or  to  defend  the  just  rights  of  the 
great  body  ot  the  people. 

The  friends  of  the  sedition  act  say  that  Con- 
gress were  authorized  to  pass  it,  as  a  law  necessary 
and  proper  for  carrying  into  efiiect  the  powers 
vested  by  the  Constitution  in  the  Grovernment, 
under  the  8th  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

This  part  of  the  Constitution  is  very  elastic,  and 
some  gentleman  discovered  that  under  it  Congress 
may  do  what  they  please,  by  simply  making  the 
word  necessary  mean  convenient.  But  I  cannot  im- 
agine what  power  vested  by  the  Constitution  in 
the  Government  it  was  necessary  to  carry  into 
effect  by  the  sedition  act.  That  no  such  necessity 
as  is  alleged  did  exist  is  evident  from  this  circum- 
stance, that  the  Government  went  on  very  well 
before  that  act  passed,  and  quite  as  well  since  it 
has  expired.  However  convenient,  therefore,  the 
law  might  have  been,  it  certainly  was  not  neces- 
sary. If  it  was  necessary  in  the  meaning  of  the 
Constitution,  it  was  indispensably  necessary — not 
partly  necessary.  If  necessary  then,  jt  must  be 
necessary  now,  and  Congress  must  of  course  be 
neglecting  their  duty  in  not  reviving  that  law. 

But  the  most  extraordinary  reason  offered  for 
passing  that  law  is,  that  it  was  part  of  a  system 
of  national  defence.  If  so,  it  must  be  required  by 
that  part  of  our  Constitution  which  imposes  it  as 
a  duty  upon  Conigress  to  provide  for  the  common 
defence.  Whether  this  bQl  was  recommended  by 
the  Secretary  of  War,  or  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  I  have  not  inquired ;  but, 
if  it  was  intended  as  a  part  of  our  system  of  na- 
tional defence,  it  should  have  been  incorporated 
into  the  bill  for  establishing  a  navy,  or  for  raising 
a  standing  army,  or  for  arming  the  whole  body  of 
the  militia  of  the  United  States.  If  national  de- 
fence was  the  object  of  the  bill,  it  should  have 
appeared  in  some  of  its  sections,  or  in  its  preamble, 
or  in  its  title;  its  duration  should  have  oeen  lim- 
ited to  the  period  of  the  just  and  necessary  war 
which  it  was  then  intended  if  posssible  to  get  up 
against  France ;  instead  of  which  it  was  liniited, 
with  an  aspect  somewhat  ominous,  to  the  third  of 
March,  1801 — the  very  day  on  which  the  Admin- 
istration which  it  was  meant  to  support  ceased  to 
exist.  From  all  which  it  has  been  suspected  that 
this  act  was  no  part  of  a  system  of  defence  for  the 
nation,  but  for  a  party — a  aefence  of  the  ins  against 
the  outs — a  defence  of  a  falling  administration 
against  the  people  who  had  determined  to  change 
their  public  servants. 

We  are  now  in  effect  to  declare  this  act  to  have 
been  Constitutional  or  unconstitutional.  If  we  do 
the  latter,  we  correct  not  the  errors  of  the  court,  but 
of  Congress.  If  the  law  was  not  Constitutional 
when  passed,  the  decisions  of  the  court  could  not 
make  it  so.  Probably  the  court  did  not  think  that 
a  question  for  them  to  decide.  The  act  was  a  legis- 
lative construction  of  the  Constitution  expressly. 


It  was  opposed  and  supported  on  Constitutional 
grounds,  and  is  a  declaration  of  the  three  branches 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  meaning  of  the  Consti- 
tution in  this  particular.  And  it  is  not  yet  ascer- 
tained that,  in  construing  the  Constitution,  Con- 
gress is  subordinate  to  the  Judiciary.  ProbaUr 
the  first  decisive  experiment  upon  this  subject  wiu 
prove  the  contrary. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Greorgia  (Mx, 
Walker)  informed  us  that,  as  lon^  as  the  act  was 
in  force.  Constitutional  or  unconstitutional,  it  was 
the  law  of  the  land,  and  we  were  bound  to  obey 
its  dictates.     If  it  was  the  law  of  the  land,  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  judges  to  see  it  enforced.     The  act, 
though  not  declaratory  of  the  common  law.  was 
declaratory  of  the  Constitution,  or  meant  to  oe  so. 
And  the  Judiciary  considered  that  they  were  bound 
to  carry  it  into  effect,  leaving  those  by  which  it 
was  enacted  to  be  responsible  for  its  consequences. 
If  Congress  infringe  the  Constitution,  can  jthey 
not  heal  the  breach  ?    If  not,  this  is  the  most  im- 
fortunate  instrument  ever  devised  by  man  as  a 
system  of  Grovernment — subject  indeed  to  the  laws 
of  decay  and  dissolution,  without  the  possibility  of 
redemption.     If  such  be  the  case,  our  delightful 
anticipations  of  transmitting  this  instrument  unim- 
!  paired  to  the  latest  posterity  are  idle  dreams — the 
j  baseless  fabric  of  a  vision.    But  I  trust,  sir,  there 
!  is  a  redeeming  spirit,  by  which  this  sacred  charter 
I  of  our  liberties,  when   violently  and  insidiously 
j  invaded,  may  be  restored  to  its  pristine  parity. 
'      If  the  last  Congress  had  passed  an  act  limited  to 
i  the  duration  of  the  Congress,  levying  a  duty  on 
articles  exported  from  the  United  States,  with  pro- 
per and  penal  clauses  to  enforce  obedience  ;  and  if 
some  individual  with  the  spirit  of  Hampden  had 
refused  obedience  to  the  law,  and  had  been  fined 
by  the  court  for  such  disobedience  one  thousand 
dollars,  and  that  fine  had  gone  into  our  Trea.surv ; 
can  any  one  doubt  that  the  present  Congress  womd 
restore  the  money,  and  by  that  act  virtually  de- 
clare the  former  to  have  been  unconstitutional  ? 

We  do  not  assume  an  appellate  jurisdiction  over 
the  courts,  but  declare  the  law  under  which  they 
acted  null  and  void — the  proceedings  under  it  to 
have  been  coram  nonjueUce — the  fines  to  have  been 
levied  in  direct  violation  of  our  Constitution,  and 
consequently  no  part  of  the  lawful  revenue  of  the 
country.  We  restore  the  money  to  those  from 
whom  it  was  extorted,  agreeably  to  the  dictates  of 
common  honesty. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  GJeorgia  wishes 
to  know  in  what  part  of  the  Constitution  we  are 
authorized  to  make  donations.  I  leave  that  to  be 
discovered  by  those  who  so  frequently  vote  for  do- 
nations. At  present,  no  donation  is  contemplated. 
If  we  restore  the  money  to  Matthew  Lyon,  it  will 
be  an  act  of  justice,  not  of  favor. 

But,  the  honorable  gentleman  makes  himself 
somewhat  merry  with  what  he  calls  the  modesty 
of  Matthew  Lyon.  This  petitioner,  he  says,  very 
modestly  asks,  not  only  for  the  thousand  dollars,  hot 
for  interest,  costs,  and  damages,  and  his  pay  as  a 
member  of  Congress ;  and  he  apprehends  the  peti- 
tioner has  a  design  to  drain  our  Treasury.  Most 
of  those,  sir,  who  make  applications  to  Congress, 
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take  especial  care  never  to  lose  any  thing  by  not 
asking  for  enough.  But  I  can  see  nothing  so  un- 
reasonable in  the  petition  of  Matthew  Lyon  ;  for, 
if  we  should  grant  all  he  asks,  it  would  fall  far 
short  of  an  indemnity  for  all  his  losses.  But  we 
are  bound  to  restore  what  we  have  taken  from  him, 
with  interest.  Perhaps  he  will  consider  the  eulo- 
giums  he  has  received  as  a  sort  of  set-off  against 
the  residue  of  his  claim ;  if  not,  he  seems  to  be 
without  remedy. 

If  Congress  had  repealed  the  law  as  unconstitu- 
tional, would  they  not  have  restored  the  money 
levied  under  it?  Those  who  consider  that  the 
act  should  never  have  passed,  as  being  unconsti- 
tutional, must  be  of  opinion  that  our  Treasury 
should  not  be  replenished  by  such  means ;  and,  if 
so,  can  we  conscientiously  consider  the  money 
thus  acquired  as  ours,  unless  indeed  long  posses- 
sion has  made  it  so,  and  we  are  to  profit  by  our 
own  neglect  to  do  justice  ? 

I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  search  for  prece- 
dents to  justify  us  in  the  measure  now  proposed. 
If  we  have  no  precedent  let  us  make  one  that  may 
be  a  memento  to  dominant  parties  not  to  abuse 
their  power.  But  if  precedents  were  necessary, 
we  may  find  enough  m  the  history  of  England, 
not  in  that  of  our  own  country ;  for,  fortunately 
for  us,  our  histor)'  afll'ords  but  a  few  instances  of 
the  abuse  of  power.  For  such  precedents  we  need 
not  go  back  to  the  heavy  time  of  York  and  Lan- 
caster, when  the  triumphant  party  constantly  re- 
versed all  that  had  been  done  by  the  party  sub- 
dued. We  may  look  into  a  later  period,  when  the 
Stuarts  and  their  immediate  successors  were  upon 
the  throne,  when  the  principles  of  liberty  were 
much  better  understood  than  practised. 

The  attainder  of  the  Earl  of  StraflTord,  who  had 
been  treacherously  ^iven  up  by  a  cowardly  King 
to  the  indignation  ot  Parliament,  was  reversed. 

The  attainders  against  Algernon  Sidney  and 
against  Lord  Russell  were  reversed. 

The  attainder  against  Alderman  Cornish  was 
reversed,  as  also  that  against  Lady  Lisle,  and 
many  othersi  In  these  cases,  it  is  true,  the  Parlia- 
ment only  reversed  their  own  proceedings.  But 
they  sometimes  reversed  the  proceedings  of  other 
courts,  as  in  the  case  of  Bastwick,  Burton,  and 
Prynne,  who  were  tried  in  the  court  of  Star 
Chamber,  for  libels,  and  sentenced  to  lose  their 
ears,  to  pay  a  fine  of  five  thousand  pounds  each, 
and  to  oe  imprisoned  for  life.  This  is  a  very 
strong  case,  and  in  point ;  for  the  Parliament  not 
•  only  reversed  the  sentence,  but  remitted  the  fine, 
and  ordered  satisfaction  for  damages  to  the  par- 
ties injured. 

I  must  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  while 
I  read  a  few  passages  from  the  proceedings  in  this 
extraordinary  case.  I  shall  read  them  for  the  edi- 
fication of  those  who  are,  who  have  been,  or  who 
hereafter  may  be,  in  favor  of  a  sedition  act. 

Dr.  Bastwick,  Mr.  Burton,  and  Mr.  Prynne,  had 
written  some  religious  books,  in  which  were  con- 
.  tained  some  reflections  on  the  Bishops,  which 
were  deemed  likellous.  Mr.  Prynne,  three  years 
before  this  time,  had  written  a  book  in  which  he 
censured  siage  pUys,   music,  and    dancing,   for 


which  he  was  punished  by  the  loss  of  his  ears. 
"  Between  eight  and  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
'  the  fourteenth  of  June,  [1637,]  the  Lords  being 
'  set  in  their  places,  in  the  said  court  of  Star 
'  Chamber,  and  casting  their  eyes  at  the  prisoners, 
'  then  at  the  bar.  Sir  John  Finch,  Chief  Justice  of 
'■  the  Common  Pleas,  began  to  speak  after  this 
'  manner :  * 

'*  I  bad  thou(rbt  Mr.  Prynne  had  no  ears,  bat  me« 
thinks  he  bath  ears ;  which  caused  many  of  the  Lords 
to  take  a  itricter  view  of  htm  ;  and,  for  their  better 
satisfaction,  the  usher  of  the  court  was  commanded  to 
turn  up  his  hsir  and  show  his  ears  ;  upon  the  sight 
whereof,  the  Lords  were  displeased  that  they  had  been 
formerly  no  more  cut  off,  and  cast  out  some  disgrace- 
ful words  of  him. 

"To  which  Mr.  Prynne  replied.  My  Lords,  there  is 
never  a  one  of  your  honors  but  would  be  sorry  to  have 
your  esrs  ss  mine  sre. 

"  The  Lord  Keeper  replied  sgsin,  In  good  faith,  he 
is  somewbst  saucy. 

•*  I  hope,  said  Mr.  Prynne,  your  honors  will  not  be 
offended  ;  I  prsy  God  to  give  you  ears  to  hear. 

"  The  business  of  the  day,  ssid  the  Lord  Keeper,  is 
to  proceed  on  the  prisoner  at  the  bar. 

"  Mr.  Prynne  then  humbly  desired  the  court  to  give 
him  leave  to  jnake  a  motion  or  two ;  which  being 
granted,  be  moves : 

"  First,  th#t  their  honors  would  be  plessed  to  sccept 
of  8  cross  bill  against  the  prelates,  signed  with  their 
own  hands,  being  that  which  stands  with  the  justice 
of  the  court,  which  he  humbly  craved,  and  so  ten- 
dered iL 

"  Lord  Keeper.  As  for  your  cross  bill,  it  is  not  the 
business  of  the  day  ;  hereafter,  if  the  court  should  see 
just  cause,  and  that  it  savors  not  of  libelling,  we  may 
accept  of  it ;  for  my  part,  I  have  not  seen  it,  but  have 
heard  somewhat  of  it. 

* '  Mr.  Prynne.  I  hope  your  honors  will  not  refuse 
it,  being,  as  it  is,  on  His  Majesty's  behalf.  We  are 
His  Majesty's  subjects,  and  therefore  require  the  jus- 
tice of  the  court. 

"  Lord  Keeper.  But  this  is  not  the  business  of  the 
dsy. 

"  Mr.  Prynne.  Why  then,  my  Lords,  I  have  a  second 
motion,  which  I  humbly  prsy  your  honors  to  grsnt, 
which  is, -that  your  Lordships  will  please  to  dismiss 
the  prelstes,  here  now  sitting,  from  having  any  voice 
in  the  censure  of  this  cause,  being  generally  known 
to  be  adversaries,  as  being  no  way  agreeable  with 
equity  or  reason,  that  they  who  are  our  adversaries 
should  be  our  judges  ;  therefore  I  humbly  crsve  they 
may  be  expunged  out  of  the  court 

"  Lord  Keeper.  In  good  faith  it  is  a  aweet  motion  ; 
is  it  not  ?  Herein  you  are  become  libellous ;  and  if 
you  should  thus  libel  all  the  Lords  and  reverend 
judges  as  you  do  the  reverend  prelates,  by  this  your 
plea,  you  would  have  none  to  pass  sentence  upon  yoo 
for  your  libelling,  becsuse  they  sre  parties." 

The  whole  trial  is  very  interesting.  I  proceed 
to  the  sentence. 

"  Thus  the  prisoners,  desiring  to  sposk  a  little  more 
for  themselves,  were  commanded  to  silence.  And  so 
the  Ix>rds  proceed  to  censure. 

"  The  Lord  Cettington's  censure  : — I  condemn 
these  three  men  to  lose  their  ears,  in  the  palace-yard 

*  Harleian  Miscellany,  vol.  4,  p.  220. 


at  Westminster,  to  be  fined  five  thousand  pounds  a 
man  to  His  Msjesty,  snd  to  perpetusi  imprisonment, 
in  three  remote  pIsces  in  the  kingdom,  nsmely,  the 
castles  of  Csernarvon,  Cornwall,  and  Lancaster. 
"  The  Lord  Finch  addcth  to  this  censure  : 
"  Mr.  Prynne  to  be  stigmatized  in  the  cheeks  with 
two  letters,  8  snd  L,  for  seditious  libeller.  To  which 
all  the  Lords  sgreed." 

I  otnit  what  is  said  of  the  punishment  of  Dr. 
Bastwick  and  Mr.  Burton,  which  was  inflicted  i 
with  great  cruelty,  but  that  of  Mr.  Prynne  deserves 
a  particular  notice: 

"Now  the  executioner  being  come  to  sesr  him  snd 
cut  off  his  ears,  Mr.  Prynne  said  these  words  to  him  : 
Come,  friend,  come  burn  me,  cut  me;  I  fear  not;  I 
have  learned  to  fear  the  fire  of  hell,  and  not  what 
man  can  do  unto  me.  Come,  aear  me,  sesr  roe;  I 
shsll  bear  in  my  body  the  marks  of  the  Lord  Jesus ; 
which  the  bloody  executioner  performed  with  extraor- 
dinary cruelty,  heating  his  iron  twice  to  burn  one 
cheek,  and  cut  one  of  his  ears  so  close  that  be  cut  ofl 
a  piece  of  bis  cheek.  At  which  exquisite  torture  he 
never  moved  with  bis  body,  or  as  much  as  changed 
his  countenance,  but  still  looked  up  ss  well  as  he 
could  towards  Heaven,  with  a  smiling  countenance, 
even  to  the  astonishment  of  all  the  beholders,  and  ut- 
tering, as  soon  as  the  executioner  bad  done,  this  besv- 
enly  sentence :  "  The  more  I  sm  besten  down,  the 
more  I  sm  lift  up." 

What  protection  was  afforded  to  these  wretched 
men  by  the  common  law,  the  law  in  which  they 
lived,  and  moved,  and  had  their  being? 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia  admon- 
ishes us  not  to  destroy  the  independence  of  the 
judiciary,  the  bulwark  of  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple. We  shall  not,  in  the  measure  now  proposed, 
in  the  slightest  degree,  interfere  with  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  judiciary.  It  must  be  a  matter  of 
indifference  to  them  what  we  do  with  the  sedi- 
tion act;  it  cannot  affect  their  emoluments.  I 
have  understood  that  the  independency  of  the  judi- 
ciary was  regulated  by  the  greater  or  less  perma- 
nency in  the  tenure  of^  their  office,  and  the  greater 
or  less  certainty  in  the  payment  of  their  fixed 
salaries. 

But  I  must  beg  leave  to  differ  from  the  honora- 
ble eentleman  when  he  informs  us  that  our  inde- 
pendent judiciary  is  the  bulwark  of  the  liberties 
of  the  people.  By  which  he  must  mean,  defend- 
ers of  the  people  against  the  oppressions  of  the 
Grovernment.  From  what  I  witnessed  in  the 
years  1798,  1799,  and  1800,  I  never  shall,  I  never 
can,  consider  our  judiciary  as  the  bulwark  of  the 
liberties  of  the  people.  Tne  people  must  look  out 
for  other  bulwarks  for  their  liberties.  I  have  the 
most  profound  respect  for  the  learning,  talents, 
and  integrity,  of  the  honorable  judges  who  fill  our 
Federal  bench.  But,  if  those  who  carried  into 
effect  the  sedition  act  are  to  be  called  the  people's 
defenders,  it  must  be  for  nearly  the  same  reason 
that  the  Fates  were  called  Pared — ^uia  rum  parce- 
bant.  It  would  be  a  subject  of  curious  investiga- 
tion, how  far  the  judiciary,  from  the  earliest  times 
to  the  present,  have  been  the  defenders  of  the  peo- 
ple's liberties  against  the  oppressions  of  Grovern- 
ment ;  how  much  their  zeal  has  been  increased  or 


diminished  by  the  certainty  or  uncertainty  in  the 
tenure  of  office  ;  how  far  by  an  increase  or  dimi- 
nution of  salary ;  how  much  it  has  been  affected 
by  a  fear  of  loss  of  oflBce  or  salary  on  one  side, 
or  the  hope  of  further  promotion  or  increase  of 
salary  on  the  other.  But  such  speculations  at 
present  are  unnecessary. 

An  observation  or  two  more,  and  I  will  trespass 
no  longer  upon  the  patience  of  the  Senate. 

I  hope  the  motion  for  indefinite  postponement 
will  not  prevail.  I  hope  that  we  shall  pass  the 
resolution;  that  we  shall  restore  to  Matthew  Lyon 
the  money  that  has  been  extorted  from  him ;  and, 
more  especially,  I  hope  we  shall,  as  far  as  in  us 
lies,  refmir  the  breach  made  in  our  Constitution  by 
the  sedition  act.  But  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Georgia  sees  no  such  breach,  but  thinks  we 
shall  make  one  by  adopting  the  present  resolution; 
and  he  now  implores  us  not  to  disturb  this  sacred 
instrument  of  our  Union,  which  he  considers  as 
the  sun  of  our  political  firmament.  We  gaze  upon 
the  meridian  sun  till  w^e  are  dazzled  with  his 
splendors,  and  can  see  none  of  his  imperfections. 
But,  if  we  view  him  through  a  misty  atmosphere, 
or,  in  imitation  of  children,  through  a  smoked 
glass,  we  have  a  less  splendid,  but  more  distinct 
view  of  this  luminary.  We  see  the  dark  spots 
which  deform  his  disk.  So  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, taking  a  lofty  view  of  the  sun  of  our  politi- 
cal firmament,  through  an  attenuated  atmosphere, 
is  dazzled  with  its  splendor — sees  nothing  but 
light  and  perfection.  But,  if  he  would  conde- 
scend to  view  it  through  a  more  obscure  and  dense 
medium,  he  would  see  in  this  luminary  certain 
dark  spots,  indicative  of  decay.  He  would  per- 
ceive, sir,  that  its  first  amendment,  once  its  most 
resplendent  limb,  is  now  obscured  in  dim  eclipse, 
shorn  of  its  beams,  shedding  around  "disastrous 
twilight." 

When  Mr.  D.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  MoRRiL  spoke  at  length  against  the  resolu- 
tions. 

Mr.  Roberts  spoke  in  favor  of  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  Dana  replied  to  Mr.  R.  and  others;  and 
the  Senate  adjourned. 


SATCRnAV,  January  20. 

The  PREsinENT  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting,  for  the  use 
of  the  members  of  the  Senate,  sixty  copies  of  the 
Naval  Register  for  the  year  1821 ;  and  the  letter 
was  read. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .- 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senste  of 
the  4th  instant,  '•  requesting  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  any  informa- 
tion he  may  have,  as  to  the  power  or  authority  which 
belonged  to  Don  John  Bonaventure  Morales  and  to 
the  Baron  Carondelet,  to  grant  and  dispose  of  the 
lands  of  Spain  in  Louisiana,  previously  to  the  year 
1803" — I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  submitting  a  letter  of  the  Commissioner  of 
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tb«  General  Land  Office,  with  the  document  to  which 
it  refer*. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Jakuabt  18,  1821. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
were  read. 

Nehemiah  R.  Kmght,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantations,  to  supply  the  vacancy  oc- 
casioned by  the  death  of  James  Burrill,  jr.,  pro- 
duced his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his 
seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  credentials  of  James  Noble,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  the  L^islature  of  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana, for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the 
fourth  day  of  March  next,  were  read,  and  laid  on 
file. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  Archibald  Gracie,  and  sons,  and  others, 
shipowners  and  merchants  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  praying  an  extension  of  the  time  allowed 
by  law  for  unlading  ships  and  vessels  arriving  in 
the  ports  of  the  United  States;  and  the  memorial 
was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

The  bill,  reported  yesterday  by  Mr.  Horsey, 
from  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia, 
authorizing  the  sale  of  certain  lots  on  the  public 
reservation  numbered  10,  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, (the  lots  on  C  and  on  4^  streets,)  was  read  a 
second  time. 

SEDITION  LAW— MATTHEW  LYON. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  resolutions  declaring  the  late  sedition  law  un- 
constitutional, and  to  indemnify  those  who  suffered 
damages  under  it — the  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  of 
Georgia,  made  some  days  ago,  to  postpone  the  re- 
solutions indefinitely,  being  still  under  consider- 
ation. 

Mr.  Barbour  again  addressed  the  Senate  in 
support  of  the  resolutions,  and  in  reply  to  their 
opponents. 

Mr.  Smith  also  again  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Barbour  and  others  who  advocated  the  resolu- 
tions. 

Mr.  Macon  likewi.se  spoke  again  m  support  of 
the  resolutions,  and  in  defence  of  the  opinions  he 
had  previously  advanced. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  spoke  at  length  against 
postponing  the  resolutions,  though  he  preferred 
legislating  for  the  particular  case  of  Matthew 
Lyon. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  spoke  again  to  vindi- 
cate his  opposition  to  these  resolutions. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  resolutions,  and  was  decided 
m  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

YiAS — Mefsrs.  Chandler,  Dana,  Eaton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Honey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King 
of  New  York,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  Milla,  Morril,  Noble, 
Otia,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Pinkjiey,  Smith,  Taylor,  Tich- 
enor.  Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  Georgia,  and  Williams  of 
Tennessee— 24. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Dickerson,  Holmes 
of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,    Johnson  of  Ken- 


tacky,  King  of  Alabama,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Pleasants, 
Roberts,  Haggles,  San  ford,  Stokee,  Talbot,  Thomas, 
Trimble,  Walker  of  Alabama,  and  Williams  of  Mia< 
rissippi — 19. 

So  the  report  and  resolutions  were  rejected. 

Mr.  Barbour  then  gave  notice  that  he  should 
on  Monday  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Matthew  Lyon. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  Talbot  communicated  the  following  pre- 
amble and  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  which  were  read  : 

"  Whereas  many  of  the  citizens  of  this  Common- 
wealth, allured  by  the  prospect  of  increasing  their 
wealth,  or  procuring  a  more  desirable  home  for  them- 
selves or  their  posterity,  which  the  uninterrupted 
growth  of  the  Western  country  presented  to  activity 
and  enterprise,  became  purchasers  of  the  public  lands 
of  the  United  States,  under  a  well>founded  confidence 
that  the  earnings  of  honest  labor,  the  profits  of  fair 
trade,  or  the  sale  of  their  other  property,  would  spee- 
dily enable  them  to  fulfil  their  engagements  to  the 
pablic :  Whereas  the  unexpected  depreMton  in  the 
]>rice  of  labor  and  of  property,  the  stagnation  of  trade, 
and  the  derangement  of  the  local  currency  in  the 
Western  Slates,  rendering  it  unfit  for  the  payment  of 
tlues  at  the  several  land  offices,  have  darkened  the 
fairest  prospects,  deprived  the  public  debtors  of  their 
power  to  fulfil  engagements  made  in  good  faith,  and 
thrown  upon  them  and  their  country  an  accumulated 
load  of  debt  and  distress,  which  no  foresight  could 
avert  and  no  exertion  can  remove :  Whereas,  in  ad- 
dition to  all  these  events,  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Sutes  have,  by  the  act  of  April,  1820,  reducing  the 
price  of  public  land*,  deprived  the  debtors  of  their  l«et 
resource,  and  rendered  them  unable  to  sell  any  part  of 
their  purchases,  and  thereby  raise  the  means  to  fulfil 
their  engagements  ;  by  which  events  and  act  the  said 
purchasers  are  in  danger  not  only  of  forfeiting  their 
whole  purchases,  but  of  losing  the  money  already  paid, 
and  are  reduced  to  the  humble  necesaiiy  of  resigning 
themselves  to  their  fate,  or  soliciting  indulgence  for  an 
indefinite  period  at  the  hand  of  their  Government, 
with  expense  to  themselves  and  injury  to  their  coun- 
try :  And  whereas  it  is  not  the  interest  or  policy  of  a 
free  Government  to  push  the  citizen  beyond  his  abili- 
ty, nor  rigidly  exact  a  forfeiture  of  his  property  when 
such  penalty  is  neither  merited  by  any  wilful  delin- 
quency, nor  useful  in  affording  a  salutary  public  ex- 
ample, it  is,  in  the  opinion  of  this  General  Assembly, 
the  duty  of  the  Congreee  of  the  United  States,  as  it  is 
within  their  power,  to  relieve  the  purchasers  of  public 
lands  from  this  oppressive  debt,  on  terms  equitable  to 
them  and  just  to  the  Government :   Wherefore, 

^^Reaolced  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Representor 
tives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky,  That  oar 
Senators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  oar  Repre- 
sentatives requested,  to  use  their  exertions  to  procure 
the  pasaage  of  a  law  permitting  the  purchasent  o(  pub- 
lic lands  at  private  sale  to  apply  the  instalments  al- 
ready paid  to  the  payment  in  full  for  such  portion  of 
their  purchases  as  such  instalments  may  be  adequate 
to  pay  for,  at  the  price  of  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  to 
relinquish  the  balance  of  their  purchases  to  the  United 
Sutes. 

"Revolted,  That  our  Senators  and  Representatives 
in  Congress  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  requested  to 
present  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolution  to  the 
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Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  of  which  they 
are  members. 

"Atteet:  J.  C.  BRECKENRIDGE, 

'•  Secretary." 


Monday,  January  22. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Bioren,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Fielding  Lucas,  jr., 
of  Baltimore,  booksellers,  proposing  to  sell  to  Gov- 
ernment a  certain  number  of  copies  of  the  edition 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  published  by  said 
Bioren  and  others,  and  to  print  a  sixth  volume,  to 
contain  all  subsequent  laws  to  the  close  of  the 
present  session  of  Congress,  under  the  authority 
and  patronage  of  Congpress  ;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Ann 
Hodge,  relict  of  George  Hodee,  deceased,  late  a 
boatswain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  Slates,  prav- 
ing  to  be  remunerated  for  the  loss  of  household 
furniture,  occasioned  by  the  burning  of  the  navy 
yard  at  Washington,  in  the  year  1814 ;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Dobson  and  son,  booksellersof  Philadelphia,  pray- 
ing that  an  act  may  be  passed  authorizing  the 
purchase  from  them  of  six  hundred  copies  of 
"Seybert's  Statistical  Annals  of  the  United  States," 
for  the  use  of  Government ;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Shields,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by 
a  bill  concerning  Thomas  Shields  and  others ; 
and  the  report  and  bill  were  read,  and  the  bill 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  gave  notice  that,  to- 
morrow, he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
establish  a  port  of  entry  at  Blakeley,  in  the  State 
of  Alabama. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  the  18th  instant,  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
amending  the  act  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  late  county  of  New  Madrid,  in  the  Missouri 
Territory,  who  suffered  by  earthquakes ;  and  agreed 
thereto. 

RELIEF  TO  LAND  PURCHASERS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  extend  relief  to  the  purchasers  of  the  public 
lands  prior  to  the  1st  of  July,  1820. 

When  the  bill  was  last  under  consideration,  Mr. 
Eaton  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands,  with  instructions  to — 

1st.  Make  the  provjiions  of  the  bill  applicable  to 
those  purchasers  of  public  lands  only  who  have  pur- 
chased at  public  sale  since  the  30th  day  of  December, 
1816. 

2d.  And  with  instructions  to  extend  the  contempla- 
ted relief  to  none  but  those  who,  on  or  before  the  30th 
day  of  October  last,  had  made  a  settlement  on  the 
lands  by  them  so  purchased,  defining  and  considering 


the  settlement  of  any  quarter  section,  a  aettlement  of 
all  contiguous  and  adjoining  land,  not  exceeding  two 
entire  sections. 

3d.  And  with  instrucUons  to  extend  the  contempIa> 
ted  relief  to  no  section  on  which  any  town  may  have 
been  laid  ofl^  and  the  lots  sold  by  any  individual  or 
company  of  individuals. 

Mr.  Eaton  spoke  at  some  length  in  support  of 
his  motion,  and  to  show  that  the  bill,  unamended 
in  the  mode  he  proposed,  would  be  defective. 

Mr.  Thomas  briefly  opposed  the  recommitment, 
because  it  would  produce  delay. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  opposed  the  motioo 
to  recommit,  and  advocated  the  bill  at  consider- 
able length.     Mr.  J.  ^poke  as  follows : 

The  system  of  relief,  said  Mr.  Johnson,  which 
the  bill  provides,  is  embraced  in  two  propositions : 
First,  the  power  to  relinquish  that  portion  of  the 
land  whicn  is  entered,  but  not  paid  for,  and  to  ob- 
tain a  patent  for  what  is  paid  for ;  secondly,  in- 
dulgence for  eight  or  ten  years,  by  annual  inst^- 
ments,  without  interest,  to  those  who  prefer 
retaining  the  whole  amount  purchased.  In  the 
former  case,  it  is  so  constructed  as  not  to  derange 
the  surveys,  or  to  produce  any  loss  or  inconveni- 
ence by  interfering  with  the  system  upon  which 
sales  are  now  made.  Under  the  present  laws,  our 
public  lands  are  surveyed  in  ranges  of  six  miles 
wide,  and,  by  transverse  lines,  at  the  same  distances, 
divided  into  townships,  as  they  are  technically 
called,  of  six  miles  square,  numoered  from  a  line 
of  latitude  taken  for  the  basis,  and  a  meridian  of 
longitude.  These  townships  are  each  subdivided 
into  thirty-six  sections,  of  a  mile  square,  or  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres,  and  these  sections  again 
subdivided  into  oblong  rectangles  of  one-eighth  of 
a  section,  or  eighty  acres  each,  and  all  divided  by 
lines  running  with  the  four  cardinal  points.  When 
the  sales  are  made  for  which  moneys  are  now  due, 
the  smallest  sub-division  was  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  the  fourth  part  of  a  section ;  and,  if  a 
purchaser  is  now  indebted  for  the  smallest  pur- 
chase which  he  could  then  make,  he  may  now 
relinquish  one-half  of  that  purchase,  without  de- 
rangement to  the  present  system.  The  provision 
made  in  the  bill  which  is  now  proposed,  carefully 
guards  this  point.  If  the  purchaser  shall  choose  to 
avail  himself  of  the  provision,  he  can  relinquish 
only  such  aliquot  part  of  a  section  as  shall  fcmn 
the  proper  division,  agreeably  to  the  present  sys- 
tem. The  f>urchases'' made,  which  this  bill  will 
embrace,  are  either  a  section,  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres ;  three-fourths  of  a  section,  four  hundred  and 
eighty  acres ;  a  half  section,  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres ;  or  a  quarter  section,  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres.  In  every  case,  at  least  one-fotirth 
part  of  the  purchase  money  was  paid  within  forty 
days  of  the  time  of  application ;  another  fourth 
part  was  required  to  be  paid  in  two  years ;  another 
in  three  years ;  the  remainder  in  four  years :  and, 
in  case  any  part  shall  be  delayed  till  the  expi- 
ration of  five  years  from  the  day  of  application, 
the  land  is  re-sold ;  and,  unless  some  person  shall 
advance  cash  in  hand  for  what  is  due,  the  land 
reverts  to  the  United  States,  and  the  whole  of  the 
money  paid  upon  it,  improvements  and  all,  are 
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forfeited,  and  the  industrious,  frugal,  but  more  un- 
fortunate husbandman,  sent  adrift  with  his  family, 
and  deprived  of  all  the  fruits  of  his  honest  labors. 
Now,  sir,  the  bill  before  you  proposes,  that,  in  such 
cases,  the  purchaser  may  still  be  rescued  from  the 
ffrasp  of  penury  and  famine,  in  a  land  of  plenty, 
by  permitting  him  to  retain  so  much  of  the  land 
as  the  moneys  paid  by  him  will  actually  purchase, 
at  the  price  of  the  original  entry,  not  varying  in 
quantity  or  form  from  the  present  legal  sub-divi- 
sion,and  to  relinquish  the  remainder — a  proposition 
that  every  honorable  member  of  this  House  would 
accede  to,  under  similar  circumstances,  in  his  own 
individual  transactions  with  a  poor  and  unfortu- 
nate debtor. 

The  second  proposition  is  equally  necessary  to 
screen  the  purchaser  from  loss,  and  will  equally 
secure  the  Government  against  any  sacrifice.  If 
a  purchaser  shall  have  entered  a  quarter  section, 
(one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,)  and  shall  have  paid 
thereon  only  eighty  dollars,  the  first  instalment,  it 
will  not  entitle  him  to  a  patent  for  any  part  of  his 
purchase,  as  it  will  not  have  paid  for  eighty  acres  ; 
or,  if  he  shall  have  entered  three-quarter  sections, 
(four  hundred  and  eighty  acres,)  and  paid  thereon 
only  one  instalment,  two  hundred  and  forty  dollars, 
he  will  be  entitled  to  a  patent  for  eighty  acres, 
amounting  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars  ;  but 
the  remaining  eighty  dollars  must  be  lost  to  him, 
unless  relief  be  extended,  by  granting  him  time  to 
complete  his  payment  for  an  additional  quantity 
of  land.  But  most  of  these  purchasers  have  paid 
more  than  the  first  instalment.  They  are  generally 
an  industrious,  economical  class  of  citizens,  who, 
when  they  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  collect 
small  sums  in  return  for  their  labor,  pay  them  over 
to  the  land  oflBces,  as  partial  liquidations  of  the 
instalments  due,  or  becoming  due,  for  their  lands, 
cheered  by  the  animating  prospect  of  being  able 
one  day  to  call  that  little  portion  of  the  wilderness 
on  which  their  industry  is  creating  perpetual  smiles, 
their  own.  But  all  payments  which  either  exceed 
or  fall  short  of  equal  sums  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty  dollars,  the  amount  of  purchase  money  for 
the  smallest  legal  division  of  public  land,  must  be 
forever  lost  to  them  and  their  families,  unless  the 
time  shall  also  be  extended,  by  which  they  may 
complete  their  payment  for' these  aliquot  parts  of 
a  section.  One  other  course,  it  is  true,  might  se- 
cure these  over  payni^ts,  which  would  be,  to 
grant  them  certificates  for  such  surpluses,  receiv- 
able in  payment  for  public  lands ;  but  no  such 
provision  is  contained  in  the  bill,  and  the  relief 
proposed  will  be  more  for  the  interest  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  quite  as  accommodating  to  the  gen- 
erality; of  those  interested. 

Let^us  have  some  r^rd  to  the  character  of 
those  who  need  this  relief:  I  mean  the  great  body 
of  this  population,  which  must  suffer  without  it. 
The  question  may  seem  to  be  local,  from  the  par- 
ticular interests  which  it  involves ;  but  no  subject 
can,  in  realilv,  have  a  more  extensive  operation. 
It  embraces  tne  citizens  of  every  section  of  every 
State  in  the  Union  ;  and  the  most  useful  and  vir- 
tuous class  of  citizens,  the  honest,  industrious  far- 
mers, by  whose  labors  life  and  vigor  are  imparted 


to  every  other,  and  from  whose  persevering  enter- 
prise our  country  derives  all  its  treasures.  These 
citizens  have  leU  their  homes,  to  subdue  the  wil- 
derness, and  make  it  subservient  to  the  welfare  of 
man,  tnere  to  provide  a  home  for  themselves  and 
their  numerous  offspring.  With  this  class  of  cit- 
izens the  security  ot  our  liberties,  and  the  energies 
of  the  Government  rest.  To  them  we  owe  our 
national  safety  and  prosperity.  Virtue  and  inde- 
pendence, when  exiled  from  every  other  class,  find 
an  asylum  with  them.  They  already  form  an  im- 
pregnable barrier  against  territorial  invasion  ;  and 
It  is  a  duty  which  the  Government  owes  no  less 
to  itself  than  to  them,  to  protect  them  from  injust- 
ice, from  injury,  from  ruin.  Withhold  the  relief 
which  their  peculiar  necessities  now  demand,  and 
you  give  a  deadly  blow  to  the  brightest  hopes  of 
the  nation.  It  will  be  like  refusing  the  kind  offices 
of  paternal  care  to  a  perishing  child,  who,  if  nour- 
ished, is  destined  to  be  your  support  and  comfort 
in  declining  age. 

There  may  be  some  exceptions  to  this  descrip- 
tion of  character,  but  the  proportion  is  very  small ; 
and  a  good  man  will  not  leave  all  his  children  to 
starve,  lest  the  sons  of  strangers  eat  their  crumbs. 
All  have  paid  their  money,  all  are  citizens,  and 
we  can  make  no  discrimination.  None  will  re- 
ceive relief  beyond  what  justice  warrants ;  the 
Government  will  lose  nothing  by  any,  and  the 
measure,  even  in  relation  to  the  least  meritorious, 
is  founded  in  reason  and  equity.  If  any  difficulty 
shall  seem  to  exist  in  correctly  designating  the 
part  to  be  relinquished,  it  is  easily  surmounted  by 
the  proposition  which  I  have  the  honor  to  make ; 
that  when  actual  settlements  are  made,  the  part 
retained  shall  include  the  improvements,  or  such 

f)art  of  them  as  shall  be  contained  within  a  regu- 
ar  legal  division  of  the  section  ;  and  when  no 
improvements  are  made  the  divi.sion  to  be  decided 
by  lot.  This  will  remove  every  difficulty  which 
might  arise  from  submitting  the  decision  to  either 
of  the  parties. 

Those  citizens  have  a  claim  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Government  founded  in  equitv.  The  amount 
due  to  the  Government  for  sales  of^ public  lands  is 
something  less  than  twenty-four  millions  of  dol- 
lars. For  lands  on  which  that  amount  is  due, 
there  cannot  have  been  paid  less  than  eight  mil- 
lions of  dollars — one-fourth  part  of  the  purchase- 
money.  And  if  one-half  has  been  paid,  then  the 
money  actually  received  is  equal  to  tne  whole 
amount  due.  It  is  most  probable  that  at  least  twelve 
millions  have  been  paid;  and  if  the  relief  shall  be 
denied,  this  amount — the  fruit  of  honest  industry, 
drawn  from  the  most  virtuous  and  useful  class  of 
the  community,  the  laboring  husbandmen,  into  the 
public  Treasury — must  be  forfeited  and  lost  for- 
ever. Now,  sir,  let  me  inquire  who  among  us  is 
so  lost  to  justice — so  hardened  against  the  cries  of 
suffering  innocence — that  he  would  give  his  voice 
thus  to  fill  the  cup  of  misery,  by  replenishing  the 
national  coffers  with  twelve  millions  of  dollars 
from  this  meritorious  class  of  citizens,  and  then 
deprive  them  of  the  very  lands  which  were  designed 
to  DC  purchased  by  that  money  ?  Let  us  bring  this 
to  a  case  betwixt  individuals.    Suppose  one  man 


sells  to  another  a  tract  of  land  for  four  thousand 
dollars,  to  be   paid  in  four  annual   instalments. 
The  purchaser  pays  the  two  first  instalments,  (two 
thousand  dollars,)  and  is  unable  to  pay  the  bal- 
ance.    In  such  a  case,  what  would  be  tne  course 
of  an  honorable  man- -one  who  loved  justice — who 
acted  upon  the  golden  rule,  ''  Whatsoever  ye  would 
that  men  should  do  unto  you,  do  ye  even  so  unto 
them  ?"     Would  he  deprive  the  honest  laborer  of 
the  hard-earned  money  which  he  had  paid  him, 
and  triumphing  in  the  misfortune  of  his  neighbor, 
drive  him,  with  his  helpless   babes,  a  houseless, 
homeless  vagrant,  upon  the  charities  of  an  unfriend- 
ly world  ?     No,  sir ;  he  would  first  inquire  whether 
the  failure  to  pay  the  residue  had  operated  so  as 
to  subject  him  to  any  considerable  loss.     He  would 
next  inquire  whether  the  land  could  be  divided, 
without  injury,  so  as  to  convey  to  the  purchaser 
the  worth  of  the  money  he  had  actually  paid.    He 
would  then  investigate  the  cause  of  the  failure — 
whether  it  had  originated  in  a  fraudulent  design 
of  the  purchaser.  Being  satisfied  on  all  these  points, 
that  no  special  injury  had  arisen  to  himself  in 
consequence  of  the  failure ;  that  the  premises  might 
be  divided  without  injury  or  inconvenience;  that 
the  purchaser  had  failed  to  complete  the  payment 
through  pure  misfortune, — he  would,  without  a 
moment^s  hesitation,  either  return  him  the  money 
or  divide  the  land,  and  convey  so  much  as  the  pay- 
ment made  would  cover.     Such,  sir,  is  precisely 
the  case  before  us.     The  purchasers  of  public  lands 
do  not  solicit  your  charity.     Donations  are  not 
called  for.     Abatement  in  the  price  of  the  land  is 
not  expected.     But  they  implore  what  they  have  a 
moral  right  to  demand — they  implore  your  justice. 
Confirm  them  in  the  possession  of  what  they  have 
paid  for,  at  the  price  stipulated  in  the  purchase, 
and  give  them  the  privilege  of  relinquishing  the 
remainder ;  and  where  their  payments  do  not  exact- 
ly cover  the  legal  rectangle,  for  where  they  have 
extended  improvements  over  the  different  parts  of 
the  purchase,  that  they  may  receive  quid  pro  quo 
for  their  moneys,  or,  that  they  may  enioy  the  ben- 
efit of  their  improvements,  extend  the  time  for 
paying  the  balance.     This  is  what  justice  warrants 
them  to  expect,  and  is  only  continuing  the  princi- 
ple which  the   Government   has  acted  upon  in 
former  cases. 

When  times  were  more  propitious  than  at  pres- 
ent, relief  has  been  repeatedly  extended  to  others. 
Purchasers  of  lands  between  the  Miami  rivers,  to 
whom  a  right  of  preemption  was  given  in  consid- 
eration of  their  contract  with  John  Cleves  Symmes, 
were  at  first  required  to  pay  the  whole  purchase- 
money  in  three  annual  instalments.  The  inabil- 
ity ot  many  to  comply,  rendered  it  necessary  to 
forfeit  their  claims,  ur  extend  the  time.  The  lib- 
eral course  was  adopted  ;  and,  after  several  years 
had  elapsed,  and  relief  more  than  once  had  been 
granted  them,  a  law  was  passed  which  permitted 
them  to  hold  the  lands  aud  liquidate  the  balances 
by  six  annual  instalments,  without  interest.  On 
several  occasions,  relief  has  been  granted  to  other 
purchasers,  by  extending  the  time  of  payment, 
when  their  claims  to  indulgence  were  far  less  than 
at  present.     But  why  should  we  withhold  relief 


at  this  hour  of  unparalleled  pressure  and  distress? 
On  a  more  auspicious  day,  these  citizens  became 
purchasers  of  the  public  domain,  when  the  pros- 
pect of  a  fair  remuneration  invited  to  industry. 
They  cheerfully  endured  the  toils  and  privations 
incident  to  their  undertakings,  in  prospect  of  hap- 
pier days.  Returning  to  their  shelter,  from  the 
labors  of  the  day,  gladness  sparkled  in  their  eyes, 
and  the  smile  of  hope  beamed  in  their  countenan- 
ces, as  their  little  ones  hailed  their  approach,  be- 
cause fortune  promised  them  a  long  and  comfort- 
able abode.  Shall  these  smiles  of  innocence  be 
followed  with  tears  of  anguish  and  disappomt- 
ment?  Shall  the  labor  of  the  parent  be  forfeited 
and  the  hope  of  infancy  be  blasted  forever,  when 
we  can,  without  detriment  to  the  public  inteoest, 
still  fan  the  heavenly  flame  ?  The  voice  of  jus- 
tice, the  voice  of  mercy,  the  voice  of  God,  forbid  it. 
The  times  are  now  changed.  The  products  of 
their  labor  and  their  lands  find  no  place  in  market, 
or  will  command  no  money,  in  comparison  with 
what  they  once  would  do.  It  would  be  the  height 
of  injustice  and  oppression  to  seize  upon  this  oc- 
casion to  deprive  them  of  their  homes,  and  reduce 
them  to  all  the  horrors  of  wretchedness  and  des- 
pair. They  can  still  live,  and  exhibit  all  the  joys 
of  contentment,  if  you  will  afford  them  this  relief. 
If  they  cannot  get  money,  they  can  furnish  the 
comforts  of  life  without  it,  ancl  cheerfulness  will 
still  rest  in  their  bosoms.  They  are  now  waiting 
in  awful  suspense  the  result  of  this  proposition — 
in  anxious  solicitude,  betwixt  hope  and  despair, 
whether  the  arrival  of  the  courier  will  sound  the 
trump  of  their  jubilee,  or  ring  the  knell  of  their 
departed  happiness. 

It  is  necessary  for  us  to  look  into  the  reasons  for 
fixing  this  penalty  to  the  law  under  which  these 
purchases  were  made.  It  originated  in  a  policy 
to  influence  punctuality  on  the  part  of  purchasers, 
and  to  prevent  an  accumulation  of  the  debts  due 
from  individuals  to  the  Government  That  rea- 
son exists  no  longer.  The  old  system  of  credit  is 
abolished,  and  the  debts,  therefore,  never  can  ac- 
cumulate. In  doing  away  this  reason,  you  have 
also  diminished  the  means  of  payment ;  by  requir- 
ing prompt  payment  for  all  lands  sold,  which 
drains  the  money  from  those  sections  of  the  coun- 
try, and  by  diminishing  the  price  of  lands  in  re- 
ducing the  minimum  from  two  dollars  to  one  dol- 
lar and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre.  Thus  you 
have  at  once  renewed  the  objections  to  relief,  and 
by  the  same  act  increased  the  necessity  of  that 
relief. 

When  the  purchases  were  made,  there  existed  a 
stronger  pretext  for  the  enforcing  of  the  penalty. 
The  law  provides,  that  when  those  lands  shall  be 
offered  for  sale,  if  they  fetch  more  than  the  balance 
due  the  United  States,  including  interest  and  costs, 
the  surplus  shall  be  repaid  to  the  original  purchaser; 
and  when  the  circulating  medium  was  great,  and 
but  few  forfeitures  were  made,  the  lands  might 
command  a  price  which  would  partially  remune- 
rate him  for  his  improvements;  but  now,  when 
the  circulating  medium  is  almost  entirely  with- 
drawn, nearly  all  the  lands  must  be  forfeited,  and 
there  is  not  one-twentieth  part  of  the  money  in  ail 
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the  States  and  territories  together,  where  these 
lands  lie,  necessary  to  pay  the  balances  due  upon 

them. 

The  Grovemment  is  bound  in  justice  to  grant 
the  relief;  and  these  citizens  have  a  moral  ri^ht 
to  demand  it.  It  may  be  classed  among  the  im- 
perfect rights ;  imperfect,  only  because  they  have 


actually  paid  for  at  the  original  price.  The  chan- 
cellor would  say,  "  as  no  fraud  has  been  commit- 
*  ted  by  the  purchaser ;  as  the  means  of  payment 
'  are  cut  off  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  circulating 
'  medium,  pro<lucing  great  calamity  and  distress, 
'  beyond  both  the  control  and  foresight  of  either 
party  ;  and  as  the  Government,  by  changing  the 


not  the  legal  nor  physical  power  to  enforce  the  de-  '  system  and  reducing  the  price  of  lands,  has  con 
mand ;  but  the  right,  in  its  binding  eflScacy  upon  \ '  ifibuted  much  more  than  the  purchaser  to  his 
the  conscience,  is  perfect  and  complete  ;  the  same  <■  inability  to  pay,  the  loss  to  the  purchaser  is  still 
as  a  father's  perfect  right,  in  morality  and  religion,  <■  sufficiently  great :  for,  had  he  saved  his  money 
to  demand  honor  and  gratitude  from  his  son ;  but  '  till  this  time,  one  hundred  dollars  would  have 
the  right  is  imperfect  in  law,  because  he  cannot  '  purchased  all  that  he  now  claims  for  the  pay- 
leffallv  enforce  it.  ' '  ment  of  160  dollars  ;  he  shall  therefore  be  con- 


legally 

In  the  case  of  the  purchaser  of  the  public  land, 
there  is  an  equity  of  redemption  in  his  favor.  This 
word  is  technical  in  the  language  of  the  law,  and 
is  referred  to  a  principle  established  between  mort- 
gagers and  mortgagees.  In  the  case  of  a  mortgage 
between  citizens,  a  court  of  equity  will  not  con- 
sider the  mortgaged  premises  vested  in  the  mort- 
gagee, though  the  party  who  has  given  the  mort- 
Sage  fails  to  pay  the  money  on  a  day  certain,  fixed 
y  express  contract  in  writing.  So  uniform  have 
been  the  decisions  of  courts  of  equity  in  these 
cases,  that  the  principle  is  universally  established, 
even  beyond  controversy,  that  whatever  number 

of  years  may  have  elapsed,  the  party  has  a  right  to  i  poor,  whom  it  is  a  public  duty  to  protect.  A  per- 
redeem  his  mortgaged  premises,  by  payinc  the  '  son  has  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and 
principal  and  interest  of  the  sum  for  whicn  the  ;  paid  the  first  instalment,  according  to  law,  at  the 
mortgage  was  given ;  and  in  no  case,  can  the  '  time  of  purchase.  By  the  sweat  of  his  brow  he 
property  mortgaged  be  sold,  nor  the  fee  simple  j  has  since  raised  forty  dollars,  with  which  he  has 
vested  m  the  mortgagee,  but  by  a  foreclosure  of  j  made  a  partial  payment  upon  the  second  instal- 
the  mortgage,  and  a  decree  of  the  court  of  chan-  |  ment.  The  price  was  two  dollars  per  acre,  and 
eery.  The  cases  may  not  be  exactly  similar;  but  :  he  has  paid  one  hundred  and  twenty.  The  pres- 
the  resemblance  is  sufficiently  strong  to  show  that  '  sure  of  the  times  renders  it  impossible  for  him  to 
the  equity  of  redemption,  if  we  may  use  the  ex-  {  procure  monev  ;  and  as  the  sum  paid  will  not 
pression,  is  as  great  in  favor  of  the  purchasers  of  |  cover  the  purchase  of  eighty  acres,  he  must  lose  all 
public  lands,  and  against  the  right  of  the  Grovern-  i  that  he  has  paid,  unless  you  extend  the  time.    This, 


'  firmed  in  his  claim." 

The  provision  for  extending  the  time  of  pay- 
ment miffht  be  more  doubtful  in  a  court  of  equity, 
but  not  less  necessary  to  secure  to  the  honest 
laborer  the  reward  of  his  industry,  and  measure 
out  to  him  the  full  cup  of  justice.  The  Govern- 
ment will  thereby  receive  a  higher  price  for  the 
lands  thus  obtained  than  to  suffer  them  to  revert, 
and  at  the  same  time  promote  the  interests  of  the 
most  deserving  class  of  the  community.  In  many 
cases  injustice  will  be  done  to  the  purchasers,  and 
ruin  will  fall  upon  their  families  without  it.  The 
benefit  will  be  almost  exclusively  in  favor  of  the 


ment  to  deprive  them  of  their  domains. 

According  to  the  former  system   of  our  land 
laws,  the  purchaser  had   the  right  to  purchase  by 
prompt  payment,  or  by  instalments;  but  he  could 
not   purchase  even   the  smallest  subdivision   by 
prompt  payment,  so  as  to  procure  a  patent  for  his 
land,  and  thus  secure  it  to  himself  and  his  heirs, 
for  less  than  $264  40,  exclusive  of  discount.    The 
poor  man,  then,  who  could  command  but  a  little 
sum,  was  under  the  necessity  of  purchasing  upon 
the  terms  of  credit  which  the  law  provided.  Now 
he  can  purchase  the  amount  of  a  legal  subdivi- 
sion, 80  acres,  so  as  to  obtain  his  patent,  for  IglOO. 
Suppose,  sir,  the  poor  man,  four  years  since,  enter- 
ed the  smallest  quantity  which  could  then  be  pur- 
chased, 160  acres,  and  paid  upon  it  SO  dollars  at 
the  time  of  entry,  and  two  years  thereafter  he 


sir,  is  not  an  imaginary,  but  a  real  case:  not  a 
solitary  case,  for  hundreds,  and  even  thousands,  of 
such  cases  do  exist;  and  tens  of  thousands  of  our 
fellow  citizens,  of  every  age  and  sex,  must  inerit- 
ably  be  reduced  to  misery  and  ruin,  if  the  provision 
shall  be  denied  them. 

If  their  own  imprudence  had  brought  these  disas- 
ters upon  them,  they  would  have  a  slighter  claim 
to  consideration  ;  but.  unless  we  ascribe  to  them 
angelic  foresight,  or  more  sagacity  than  has  ever 
yet  fallen  to  the  lot  of  man,  we  cannot  justly 
charge  them  with  imprudence.  If  no  change  had 
taken  place  in  the  circulating  medium  of  the 
country ;  if  our  markets  had  remained  the  same 
at  home  and  abroad  ;  if  the  price  of  labor  had  not 
depreciated  ;  if  the  same  amount  of  exportation 
and  importation  had  continued  ;  their  ability  to 


paid  the  second  instalment,  80  dollars  more,  mak- 1  meet  the  instalments  would  have  continued,  and 


mg  together  160  dollars ;  there  is  no  doubt  that, 
could  he  have  the  right  of  bringing  his  case  into 
a  court  of  equity,  as  he  might  do  against  an  indi- 
vidual, the  court  would  establish  this  principle — 
that  the  failure,  bein^  without  fraud,  and  the  point 
being  ceded,  as  in  this  case,  that  the  division  was 
neither  injurious  nor  inconvenient  to  the  seller, 
the  unfortunate  purchaser  should  be  confirmed  in 
his  claim  to  80  acres,  the  amount  which  he  had 


the  forfeitures  would  have  been  in  as  small  a  ratio 
to  the  purchasers  as  at  any  former  period.  The 
disorders  in  our  currency,  and  the  consequent  de- 
pression of  all  our  moneyed  concerns,  originated 
in  the  struggles  of  the  late  war — events  which  no 
human  sagacity  could  foresee.  Before  that  event, 
no  general  pecuniary  embarrassments  threatened 
us,  and  we  could  anticipate  no  extraordinary  fluc- 
tuations.   The  banks  had  the  confidence  of  the 
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people ;  and  in  all  their  operations  they  maintain- 
ed the  specie  standard.  Contracts  were  sacredly 
executed,  or  the  remedy  was  within  our  own  con- 
trol ;  and  confidence  between  citizens  was  unim- 
paired. But  war  was  proclaimed,  and  our  national 
expenditures  were  necessarily  increased  to  an 
amount  beyond  the  power  oi  taxation  to  meet. 
Loans  were  resorted  to,  which  were  confined  prin- 
cipally to  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore, 
and  Washington,  the  greater  part  of  which  was 
drawn  from  banks  disposed  to  aid  the  Government 
in  its  efforts  to  sustain  the  independence  and  glory 
of  the  nation.  An  excessive  issue  of  notes  was 
the  consequence ;  and  as  confidence  began  to  be 
shaken  on  account  of  the  internal  divisions  which 
existed,  the  circulation  of  those  notes  became  local, 
and  caused  them  to  return  upon  the  banks.  At 
this  moment,  ashy  a  kind  of  inspiration,  to  sustain 
their  own  credit  and  their  country's  cause,  the 
banks  simultaneou.sly  suspended  the  payment  of 
specie ;  and  the  causes  wnich  produced  this  sus- 
pension were  so  identified  with  the  honor,  the 
rights,  and  the  independence  of  the  country,  that 
there  was  a  general  and  almost  universal  ac- 
quiescence in  the  measure. 

When  peace  returned,  the  whole  country  be- 
came impatient  for  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments ;  and,  to  satbfy  the  general  call  which  was 
unfortunately  pressed  upon  the  banks,  specie 
payments  were  resumed  at  least  five  years  too 
soon  for  the  general  good,  unless  it  had  been  very 
gradually  introduced,  so  as  to  give  time  for  loans 
to  have  been  collected  more  leisurely  and  as  the 
people  could  meet  the  calls.  At  the  same  moment 
Europe  was  laboring  to  effect  the  same  object. 
France  and  the  United  States  were  the  only  specie 
countries  in  all  our  commercial  relations.  The 
general  peace  of  Europe  had  produced  a  total 
revolution  in  the  labor  and  commercial  intercourse 
of  the  civilized  world.  Russia  was  making  bon- 
fires of  her  paper.  England  was  making  every 
exertion  to  substitute  a  specie  currency  for  her 
paper,  and  inundating  this  country  with  her  mer- 
chandise to  supply  her  cofiers  with  bullion  ;  and 
the  nation  was  almost  drained  of  specie  to  supply 
other  countries  with  which  we  had  intercourse. 
Such  was  the  state  of  affairs  when  the  vaults  of 
our  banks  were  opened  to  sustain  their  solvency. 
The  thirteen  millions  of  surplus  money  in  the 
Treasury  was  soon  exhausted  in  payment  of  the 
floating  debt.  Paper  flowed  like  torrents  into  the 
banks,  by  which  the  circulating  medium  was 
almost  entirely  withdrawn  ;  and,  to  meet  the  de- 
mand, the  banks  called  upon  their  debtors,  who 
were  by  that  very  circumstance  deprived  of  the 
means  of  payment.  Property  was  sacrificed  for 
want  of  purchasers,  because  the  means  of  raising 
funds  were  at  an  end.  The  banks  were  crushed, 
individuals  were  ruined,  and  the  community  has 
sustained  a  loss  of  not  less  than  fifty  millions  of 
dollars.  In  this  state  of  things,  there  is  an  utter 
impossibility  of  the  purchasers  of  public  land  meet- 
ing claims  against  them.  Coercion  will  be  fruit- 
less ;  and  by  tearing  from  them  their  lands  you 
will  only  fill  up  to  them  the  cup  of  misery  without 
relieving  others. 


As  their  claim  is  founded  in  justice ;  as  they  are 
among  the  most  valuable  of  our  citizens  ;  as  the 
relief  will  not  injure  the  Government,  while  it 
will  impart  happiness  to  thousands  and  contribute 
to  increase  the  wealth  and  resources  of  the  nation, 
it  is  devoutly  hoped  that  the  unanimous  voice  of 
the  Smate  will  sanction  the  measure. 

Mr.  Noble  followed  in  a  short  speech  on  the 
same  side  of  the  question,  and  of  the  same  purport. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  also  opposed  the  recom- 
mitment, at  some  length,  and  incidentally  defend- 
ed the  object  and  general  provisions  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows : 

Mr.  President :  I  can  see  no  sufficient  reason  for 
recommitting  this  bill,  especially  at  this  stage  of 
the  discussion.  If  the  Senate  concur  in  opinion 
with  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  all 
his  objects  may  be  obtained  in  the  usual  mode, 
and  in  the  shape  of  amendments.  At  any  rate,  a 
recommitment  should  not  uke  place  until  some 
general  principles  are  fixed,  until  we  have  agreed 
on  the  leading  features  of  that  system  of  relief 
which  we  may  deem  it  expedient  to  grant.  That 
some  relief  is  necessary,  seems  to  be  universally 
conceded ;  we  differ  only  as  to  the  mode  and  the 
degree. 

Let  us  notice  the  objects  for  which  a  recommit- 
ment is  asked.  The  first  is,  to  Urait  the  relief 
firoposed  by  the  bill  to  those  purchasers  of  the  pub- 
ic land  who  have  bought  since  the  30th  Decem- 
ber, 1816,  leaving  those  who  bought  lands  before 
that  day  to  abide  as  they  may  the  terms  of  their 
contracts,  and  the  tender  mercies  of  the  law  of  for- 
feiture. In  support  of  this  proposition  it  is  said,  that 
they  have  had  sufficient  indulgence  already  ;  that 
they  have  repeatedly  had  the  advantages  of^  relief ; 
that  their  years  of  grace  have  been  many,  and  that 
they  have  no  reasonable  claim  to  more.  Let  us 
inquire  a  little  into  this  matter.  Why  have  you 
given  time  heretofore?  Because  these  persons 
were  unable  to  comply  with  their  engagements, 
and  because  you  did  not  deem  it  politic  to  drire 
them  from  the  lands  which  they  had  improved, 
and  for  which  they  had  made  partial  payment ; 
because,  in  short,  you  would  not  involve  tnem  in 
distress  and  ruin.  But  this  indulgence  was  merely 
an  extension  of  time,  and  these  purchasers  paid 
the  price  of  it.  You  exacted  interest  still,  and  a 
portion  of  the  principal  annually.  Those  who 
could  not  pay  this  price,  reaped  not  the  benefit  of 
your  indul^nce.  On  this  unfortunate  class  the 
law  of  forfeiture  took  its  course,  and  was  consum- 
mated ;  and  those  who  had  the  means  made  final 
J>ayment,  for  the  purpose  of  freeing  themselves 
rom  the  increasing  load  of  interest.  It  would 
seem  then  that  the  purchasers  anterier  to  the  year 
1817,  are  not  so  clearly  beyond  the  pale  of  an 
equitable  clemency,  as  the  gentleman  supposes. 
They  have  paid  the  price  of  the  indulgence  which 
they  have  received  ;  and  it  should  be  shown  that 
they  are  in  a  condition  now  to  do  what  they  were 
confessedly  unable  to  do  heretofore.  I  say  nothing 
of  the  situation  of  those  who  bought  only  a  short 
time  before  this  golden  era  of  mercy — in  the  year 
1816  for  instance,  and  whose  year  of  grace,  evta 
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according  to  the  contract,  is  not  expired.  It  is 
evident  that  tfui/have  received  no  indulgence,  and 
can  receive  none,  if  this  proposition  should  succeed. 
Would  this  be  fair  ?  would  it  be  equal  ?  would  it 
be  just?  I  think  not.  Their  condition  would  be 
worse  than  that  of  those  going  before  or  coming 
after  them.  It  would  be  an  odious  anomaly,  mar- 
ring the  harmony  and  beauty  of  your  system. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  contends  that 
the  late  purchasers,  particularly  those  in  Alabama, 
are  better  entitled  to  relief  than  others,  because  they 
have  purchased  at  enormous  prices.  This  is  very 
true,  and  I  concur  entirely  in  his  opinion.  Sir, 
the  situation  of  Alabama  is  peculiar,  is  critical, 
is  deplorable.  Relief  that  will  be  efficient  and 
adequate  for  the  other  new  Stales,  would  be  much 
less  so  for  her.  Time  alone  would  do  nothing  for 
her,  except  in  the  cases  of  the  fortunate  few  who 
made  their  purchases  at  reasonable  rates.  For 
others  we  must  resort  to  very  different  provisions, 
which  I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  suggest  in  the  fur- 
ther progress  of  this  bill. 

But,  Mr.  President,  this  is  a  great  national  ques- 
tion, which,  however  deeply  and  pre-eminently  it 
may  concern  Alabama,  does  not  concern  Alabama 
aloue  ;  it  embraces  the  Union.  When  we  act  on 
it,  we  must  look  at  the  paramount  interests  of  the 
entire  Confederacy.  We  must  frame  a  system 
which  shall  be  general,  which  shall  take  in  the 
whole,  and  particular  hardships  are  incident  to  all 
such  general  measures.  They  may  be  deplored, 
but  they  must  be  submitted  to.  But  I  shall  have 
more  to  say  on  this  point  in  its  proper  place. 
Meantime,  I  content  myself  with  repeating  that 
this  object  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee may  be  obtained  directly  by  an  amendment, 
more  conveniently  than  by  the  circuitous  process 
of  recommitment. 

The  second  object  of  a  recommitment  is  to  con- 
fine the  relief  proposed  by  the  bill  to  acttud  settlers 
only — to  those  who  had  made  an  actual  settlement 
before  the  30th  October,  1820.  Those  who  have 
not  made  such  settlement  are  denounced  as  specu- 
lators, and  speculators  are  entitled  to  no  redress. 
Speculation  ought  to  be  repressed  and  discounte- 
nanced, and  subjected  to  the  ban  of  penalty  and 
forfeiture.  I  know  this  Senate  too  well ;  I  have 
too  high  a  respect  for  its  intelligence  and  liberality 
to  suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  it  is  in  danger  of 
being  misled  by  a  name.  I  can  see  nolhmg  m  the 
nature  and  reason  of  the  thing  which  calls  upon 
Congress,  acting  for  the  United  States  at  large,  to 
make  the  discnmmation  proposed.  It  is  in  the 
nature  of  a  premium  on  actual  settlement,  a  bounty 
for  removing  from  the  old  States  to  the  new.  It 
supposes  that  there  is  something  of  positive  merit 
in  such  removal,  which  is  entitled  to  reward.  If 
this  be  so,  why  not  proclaim  the  fact?  Why  not 
embody  it  in  your  system?  Why  not  make  the 
advantage  known  before  the  sale  ?  Why  not  draw 
your  line  of  distinction  prospectively,  and  not  ret- 
rospectively ?  Why  hold  out  the  same  terms  to 
all,  if  you  do  not  intend  to  mete  out  to  all  the  same 
equal  measure  of  justice?  Sir,  it  seems  to  me 
that  you  are  foreclosed,  in  all  equity  and  good  con- 
science, from  making  this  distinction.     It  is  not 


"  in  the  bond."  Your  faith  is  pledged,  and  you 
are  bound,  in  all  fair  construction  of  the  contract, 
to  make  no  such  distinction.  I  speak  now  of  the 
Union.  With  regard  to  the  new  States,  the  ques- 
tion assumes  a  totally  different  aspect  and  char- 
acter. Population  is  their  strength.  They  de- 
sire, for  the  most  obvious  and  cogent  reasoni*,  to 
increase  it.  Every  immigrant  not  only  adds  to 
their  numerical  force,  but  he  brings  from  abroad 
an  accession  to  their  wealth.  He  improves  the 
soil ;  he  supports  the  local  government ;  ne  imparts 
new  vigor  to  the  body  p<ditic  ;  he  gives  new  value 
to  every  thing  around  him.  Well  may  the  new 
States,  therefore,  be  ready  to  welcome  him.  Th:y^ 
indeed,  might  very  naturally  be  willing  to  make 
distinctions  in  his  behalf  But  can  they  do  so? 
Have  you  left  them  at  liberty  to  pursue  a  course 
so  obviously  advantageous  to  them  ?  You  have 
done  no  such  thing.  As  if  foreseeing  this  very 
result,  you  have  tasen  the  precaution,  as  far  as  in 
you  lay,  to  tie  up  their  hands.  You  have  looked 
at  the  interest  of  the  whole,  and  not  of  a  part. 
You  have  regarded  the  public  lands  as  the  domain 
of  the  nation.  Your  object  has  been  to  sell  them 
for  the  highest  price.  You  invite  all  the  world  to 
the  auction.  The  only  condition  of  the  sale  is, 
that  the  highest  bidder  shall  be  the  purchaser. 
You  do  not  inquire  whether  he  live  in  Maine,  or 
on  the  lakes,  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  or  at  the  loot 
of  the  Stony  mountains.  He  may  reside  in  terra 
incognita,  or  the  moon.  You  ask  not,  you  can- 
not. All  you  ask  is  his  money.  You  want  a 
chapman,  who  will  give  the  highest  price  for  your 
commodity.  You  do  not  limit  the  quantity  which 
an  individual  may  buy.  His  purse  and  his  judg- 
ment are  left  to  fix  the  limit.  You  do  not  require 
him  to  erect  a  cabin,  or  girdle  a  tree.  The  prop- 
erty is  his,  and  he  is  allowed  "  to  manage  his  own 
concern  in  his  own  way."  But  do  you  stop  here  ? 
Do  you  content  yourselves  with  this  negative  le- 
gislation ?  You  do  not,  sir.  You  go  still  fur- 
ther, and,  lest  the  new  States,  in  their  sovereign 
capacities,  and  for  their  local  interests,  should 
make  discriminations  in  the  burdens  which  they 
may  see  proper  to  impose  on  the  soil,  you  cau- 
tiously restrain  them,  and  you  declare  "  that  the 
lands  of  nonresidents  shall  never  be  taxed  higher 
than  the  lands  of  residents."  This  article  enters 
into  every  act  by  which  any  of  your  Territories 
has  been  authorized  to  become  a  State.  It  is  part 
of  the  consideration  of  admission  into  the  federal 
family.  It  is  of  permanent  obligation,  and  cannot 
be  rescinded  without  your  consent.  Thus  careful 
have  you  been  to  protect  the  rights  of  purchasers, 
let  them  live  where  they  may  ;  and  this  policy  in- 
creased the  number  of  bidders,  and  enhanced  the 
value  of  your  lands.  But  when  have  you  required 
actual  settlement  as  a  condition  of  the  purchase  ? 
When  have  you  made  distinctions  in  favor  of  ac- 
tual settlers  /  How  often  have  you  refused  any 
particular  advantages  to  squatters  1  And  will  you 
make  a  difference  after  the  sale  which  you  did  not 
make  before?  And  will  you  lie  the  hands  of  the 
new  Slates,  lest  they  should  follow  their  particular 
interests,  to  your  prejudice,  while  you  yourselves 
commit  a  gratuitous  injustice — an   injustice   the 


more  cruel,  from  the  very  pains  which  you  have 
taken  to  mask  it  ?  But,  whatever  may  be  the  de- 
cision of  the  Senate  on  this  point,  it  should  not  be 
forgotten  that  a  recommitment  is  not  neceswry  to 
attain  it. 

The  third  object  of  a  recommitment  is,  to  ex- 
clude town  sites  from  the  operation  and  benefits 
of  the  bill.     These,  again,  have  been  matter  of 
speculation  and  profit,  and  ought  to  be  beyond  the 
pale  of  relief;  and  the  gentleman  tells  us  that  the 
town  companies  and  other  companies  of  specula- 
tors, bid  up  the  lands  to  enormous  prices,  and  ex- 
cessively enhanced  their  value  in  the  market.  And 
he  quotes  a  case,  in  Alabama,  where  a  town  com- 
pany gave  upwards  of  eighty  thousand  dollars  for 
less  than  three  thousand  acres.     Here,  then,  the 
speculators  gave  more   than  twenty-four  dollars 
the  acre;  and  must  have  paid  for  the  first  instal- 
ment only,  upwards  of  twenty  thousand  dollars — 
when  the  fee-simple,  al  the  minimum  price,  would 
have  been  less  than  six  thousand.     And  who  was 
the  receiver  of  this  enormous  sum  ?    Your  Treas- 
ury, sir.     It  has  already  in  its  vaults  more  than 
the  entire  value  of  the  land.     Yes,  sir,  the  Grov- 
ernment  is,  in  reality,  the  great  land  speculator. 
Your  system  is  built  upon  speculation.     You  have 
encouraged  and  fostered  it ;  you  have  lent  it  aid 
and  inducement ;  you   have  snared  in  its  gains ; 
your  cryers  have  set  forth  your  commodity  with 
all  the  art  and  eloquence  of  auctioneers.     All  the 
blandishments  of  description  have  been  lavished  ; 
the  eager  excitement  of  public  competition  has 
been   employed ;  and   now   you   stigmatize  your 
dupes  and  repel  them  from  your  clemency.     But, 
if  it  shall  be  the  good  pleasure  of  the  Senate  to 
exclude  town  sites  from  the  benefits  of  the  bill,  I 
shall  acquiesce.     I  do  not  object.     But  let  this  be 
done  by  a  direct  amendment;  and  do  not  send 
back  the  bill  to  a  committee  for  such  a  purpose. 
This  is,  in  fact,  but  a  trifling  matter — a  mere  affair 
of  detail ;  and  I  am  ashamed  to  have  occupied 
your  attention  on  it  so  long.     I  will  pass  to  con- 
siderations of  higher  import. 

Let  us  look,  then,  Mr.  President,  at  the  bill  it- 
self; let  us  examine,  a  little  more  nearly,  the  sys- 
tem of  relief  which  it  proposes;  let  us  inquire  into 
its  inducements  and  its  objects,  and  estimate  the 
force  of  the  motives  by  which  it  appeals  to  our 
support.     This  is  the  more  necessary  at  this  time, 
since  to  recommit  with  specific  instructions  is  to 
pass  on  its  merit  or  demerit ;  is  to  fix  principles ; 
IS,  in  short,  to  decide  the  fate  of  the  bill.     I  con- 
sider the  whole  question  as  now  fairly  and  fully 
before  us ;  and  I  am  encouraged  to  go  on  by  the 
wish  of  certain  gentlemen  near  me,  to  whom  the 
subject  of  the  public  lands,  in  its  multiform  char- 
acter and  interest,  is  not  verv  familiar.  j 
The  national  domain  is  of^iramense  extentj  and  ! 
stretches  over  regions  of  every  variety  of  soil.     I  ] 
shall  not  enter  into  the  history  of  its  acquisition,  j 
It  is  with  your  mode  of  disposing  of  it.  that  we  I 
have  to  do.    This  was,  for  a  considerable  period, 
variant  Jtnd  irregular.     But  in  1802  you  adopted  ! 
a  regular,  well-defined,  and  comprehensive  system, 
which  continued  to  be  in  operation  until  the  1st  of 
July,  1820.    By  this  system,  the  lands  were  laid 
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off  in  townships  of  six  miles  square,  each  contain" 
ing  thirty-six  sections;  which,  again,  were  subdi- 
vided into  quarters,  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
each.  This  was  the  smallest  subdivision  known 
to  your  law  until  1817,  when  six  sections  in  each 
township  were  made  divisible,  at  the  option  of  the 
purchaser,  into  tracts  of  eighty  acres,  or  half- 
quarter  sections.  So  much  for  the  mode  of  surrey, 
and  the  size  of  the  tracts:  and  so  far  your  system 
was  beautiful  and  excellent.  It  still  remains  with- 
out alteration,  except  that  every  section  is  now 
divisible  into  half  quarters:  an  alteration  which, 
while  it  did  not  impair  the  beauty  and  harmony 
of  the  system,  was  of  the  highest  political  import- 
ance, as  tending  directly  to  increase  the  number 
of  freeholders — the  strength  and  glory  of  a  nation. 
The  land,  so  divided,  was  sold  at  public  auction 
to  the  highest  bidder.  One  fourth  of  the  purchase 
money  was  paid  in  hand,  and  the  residue  was 
payable  in  three  instalments,  of  two,  three,  and 
four  years,  bearing  interest  from  the  date  of  the 
purchase,  if  not  punctually  paid;  and,  if  any  por- 
tion of  the  purcha.se  money  remained  unpaid  at 
I  the  expiration  of  five  years  from  the  date  of  the 
j  purchase,  the  land  became  forfeited  to  the  United 
States,  and  was  re-sold  for  their  benefit.  It  could 
I  not  be  sold  for  less  than  the  whole  sum  remaining 
I  unpaid,  including  interest:  but  if  sold  for  more 
I  than  that  sum,  the  excess  was  paid  to  the  former 
purchaser.  I  forbear  to  mention  other  particulars 
of  detail,  as  unnecessary  to  my  present  purpose. 

What  was  the  practical  result  of  this  system? 
An  enormous  debt,  sir,  continually  accumulating, 
growing  with  the  growth  of  the  new  States,  untU, 
on  the  30th  of  Septembrf,  1819,  it  had  amounted 
up  to  the  frightful  sum  of  upwards  of  twenty-two 
millions  of  dollars !    Half  of  which  had  been  add- 
ed during  the  last  two  years  immediately  prece- 
ding that  date.     This  was  the  radical  defect  of 
the  system.     The  debt  was  always  growing,  with 
an  accelerating  ratio,  at  an  average  of  more  than 
a  million  a  vear,  until  it  hung  like  an  ugly  excres- 
cence over  half  the  Republic.    You  began  to  re- 
gard it  with  an  eye  of  apprehension.     "Vou  saw  in 
the  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  something  un- 
befitting the  relation  of  the  citizen  towards  the 
Government.     Too  much  might  be  expected  on 
the  one  hand,  and  too  much  or  too  little  refused 
or  granted  on  the  other.    The  very  magnitude  of 
the  debt  was  alarming,  especially  when  considered 
in  connexion  with  its  innerent  vice  of  continual 
increase.     Its  locality,  too,  was  not  without  inter- 
est.    It  was  not  diffused  in  equal  ratio  over  all 
Mrts  of  the  Union.     It  was  confined  to  the  new 
Slates.     These,  standing  in  the  same  situation, 
must  be  supposed  to  have  a  common  feeling,  as 
well  as  a  common  interest,  on  this  subject     l^eir 
number  was  increasing,  their  population  augment- 
ing with  unparalleled  rapidity.     Their  representa- 
tion in  the  councils  of  the  Union  were  increasing, 
pari  passu,  with  their  population.    Already  it  was 
nearly  one-third  of  this  body.    What  might  not 
be  feared  from  this  debt  when  it  should  have 
reached  a   hundred  millions,  when  the  debtofs 
should  constitute  half  your  numerical  force,  aod 
occupy  the  largest  and  fairest  portion  of  your  em- 
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pire?    The  apprehension  of  evil  seemed  natural 
and  reasonable ;  and  rational  patriots,  loving  the 
Union,  and  desiring  to  perpetuate  it,  could  not  but 
wish  to  arrest  the  march  of  a  system  carrying  in 
its  bosom  so  much  of  inquietude  and  danger  for 
the  future.    This  you  have  done.    You  have  per- 
formed your  duty.    You  have  accomplished  the 
first  great  object  of  your  wishes.    You  abolished 
the  system ;  and  you  have  instituted  a  new  one, 
whicn  excludes  credit  altogether  from  all  future 
purchasers  of  the  public  lands.     Cash,  and  cash 
alone,  is  received  in  payment.     The  danger  from 
the  further  increase  of  the  debt  no  longer  exists. 
The  debt  has  reached  its  maximum.     We  must 
look  at  the  debt,  then,  as  it  now  exists,  divested  of 
its  most  odious  features.     It  is  a  monster  still ;  but 
it  is  no  longer  dangerous  to  you ;  it  threatens,  now, 
only  those  who  are  its  subjects,  on  whom  it  presses 
with  a  mountainous  weight,  and  whom  it  must 
crush  as  victims  unless  they  shall  be  rescued  from 
impending  ruin  by  some  timely  act  of  clemency 
on  your  part. 

What,  then,  is  the  measure  now  proposed  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  ?  The  bill  allows 
to  purchasers,  1st,  a  right  to  surrender  any  legal 
sulnlivision  of  their  purchases,  to  transfer  the 
money  paid  on  the  part  surrendered,  and  apply  it 
to  the  discharge  of  the  sum  due  or  unpaid  on  such 
legal  subdivisions  as  they  may  choose  to  retain; 
2a,  a  deduction  for  prompt  payment ;  3d,  instal- 
ments for  the  sums  due  or  unpaid ;  and,  4th,  re- 
mission of  interest  to  all  who  comply  with  the 
terms  proposed.  Its  objects  seem  to  be  to  hasten 
the  extinction  of  the  debt,  to  get  money,  and  to 
grant  adequate  relief,    y. 

The  privilege  of  transfer  is  of  the  first  import- 
ance. It  is  an  admirable  expedient  for  lessening 
the  debt,  without  sacrificing  the  interest  of  either 
party;  and  it  will  be  worth  more,  especially  to 
Alabama,  than  all  the  other  provisions  of  the  oill. 
It  will  afford  great  relief  to  thousands.  It  will 
enable  them  to  save  some  portion  of  their  lands; 
it  will  release  them  from  debt,  by  abandoning 
what  they  cannot  pay  for ;  it  will  .save  their  money 
from  being  swallowed  up  for  nothing;  it  will  pre- 
vent forfeiture,  and  the  distress  and  odium  attend- 
ant on  forfeiture — distress  to  the  citizen  and  odium 
to  the  Government;  while  it  puts  at  once  into  the 
hands  of  the  United  States  land  which  will  bring 
its  fair  value  in  cash,  and  which  may  thus  be  re- 
sold without  excitine  public  sympathy  for  the  first 
purchaser,  who  would  always  profit  by  it  in  cases 
of  involuntary  forfeiture ;  and,  above  all,  it  will 
diminish  the  great  land  debt  more  than  any  other 
feature  of  the  bill.  This  principle,  I  shall  hope, 
then,  will  receive  the  unanimous  sanction  of  tne 
Senate. 

But  the  privilege  of  transfer  merely — of  remov- 
ing payments  made  on  a  tract  surrendered,  and 
applying  them  to  the  discharge  of  the  debt  on  the 
tract  retained — does  not  equalize  conditions,  and 
U  purchasers  under  the  old  system  on  the  footing 
f»ose  who  buy  for  cash,  because  each  and  every 
^ase  was  bottomed  on  the  indefinite  credit 
red  for  the  three  last  instalments ;  and  because 
rminimum  price,  and  consequently  the  current 


value,  was  greater  than  it  is  now,  in  the  propor- 
tion of  eiffht  to  five.  But  transfer  and  dedxidion  of 
three-eighths  from  the  original  price  would  do  this 
in  a  great  degree ;  and  purchasers  would  only  get 
the  same  quantity  and  tne  same  tracts  which  they 
would  have  bought  originally,  had  the  sales  been 
made  for  cash  only.  I  shall  therefore  at  a  proper 
time  move  an  amendment  combining  these  prin- 
ciples. 

The  second  section  of  the  bill  allows  a  deduc- 
tion for  prompt  payment.     It  is  to  be  observed  that 
a  very  large  portion  of  this  enormous  sum  of  twenty- 
five  millions  outstanding  and  unpaid  is  not  yet 
due,  especially  in  Alabama.     The  day  of  grace  is 
still  distant — in  many  cases  several  years.     The 
object  of  this  section  is  to  hasten  the  extinction  of 
these  future  debts,  by  holding  out  to  your  debtors 
inducements  to  make  such  a  course  desirable  to 
them  on  the  score  of  interest.     They  may  *'  owe 
you  a  debt,  but  they  would  be  loth  to  pay  you  be- 
fore your  day."     If  you  wish  to  anticipate  that  day, 
you  must  appeal  to  their  interest ;  you  must  offer 
some  consideration — some  motive — and  this  is  pre- 
sented in  the  shape  of  this  allowance  or  discount. 
This  is  still  in  blank.     It  is  obvious  that  the  amount 
to  be  derived  immediately  from  this  section  will 
depend  very  much  upon  the  rate  of  discount.     The 
more  liberal  the  deduction,  the  greater  the  prompt 
payments.     This  is  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  who  proposes  the  principles  of 
this  bill  in  aid  of  the  finances.    Of  one  thing  I  am 
convinced — that  more  money  will  be  obtained  by 
the  bill  than  ever  would  be  obtained  without  it. 
Five-eighths  of  the  purchase-money  is  much  more 
than  Alabama  lands  could  be  sold  for.   The  amount 
of  the  first  payment — the  first  instalment,  as  it  is 
popularly  called — could   not,  in  innumerable  in- 
stances, be  had  for  them.      This  is  not  an  idle 
conjecture ;  it  is  a  fact  proved  recently  by  actual 
sales.     The  lands  in  Colbert's  reserve  were  sold  at 
Huntsville  last  autumn  under  your  new  cash  law; 
and,  although  their  situation  is  superior  to  any  in 
the  Tennessee  valley,  they  did  not  on  the  average 
bring  so  much  as  the  first  instalment  of  adjoining 
lands  of  equal  quality  sold  two  years  before.    In 
very  many  cases,  indeed,  I  have  no  doubt  that  it 
would  be  more  advantageous  to  purchasers  to  incur 
a  forfeiture,  and  buy  again,  rather  than  seek  relief 
under  this  bill.    They  would  make  money  by  it 
in  the  end.     But  this  course  would  require  patience 
and  courage.     It  must  encounter  the  vexation  of 
delay  and  sus[)ense — the  most  tormenting  state  of 
the  mind.     It  would  arrest  improvement,  and  it 
would  not  be  unmixed  with  apprehension.     Great 
exertions,  therefore,  under  the  operation  of  oroper 
inducement^;,  would  be  made  to  prevent  forfeiture. 
Men  form  attachments  to  the  chosen  spots — they 
are  endeared  by  a  thousand  agreeable  and  power- 
ful associations— and  much  would  be  sacrificed  to 
preserve  them  from  risk.     Yes,  sir.  the  settler  has 
fixed  his  heart  on  the  spot  of  his  cnoice.     It  is  his 
home.    It  is  improved  by  his  labor,  embellished 
by  his  taste,  in  part  paid  for  by  bis  moneys     It  con- 
tains the  cabin  which  shelters  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren, and  which  may  have  been  their  tower  of 
refuge  from  the  tomahawk  and  scalping-knife. 


JanuarT)  1821. 


Rdief  to  Land  Purcfuuert. 


Senate. 


The  little  orchard  is  of  his  own  planting :  the  little 

?:arden  smiles  from  the  culture  of  his  wife ;  his  old 
riends,  who  have  followed  him  to  the  wilderness, 
neighbor  around  him.  These  are  items  of  that 
strong  passionate  predilection  with  which  you  have 
to  deal ;  but  this  predilection  has  its  limits.  These 
ties  are  strong,  but  they  may  be  broken. 

Mr.  President,  Congress  can  fix  the  value  of 
lands  in  the  new  States  and  Territories.  You  can 
raise  and  depress  it  at  pleasure.  The  price  be- 
tween individuals  must  bear  some  relation  to  that 
of  the  Government.  Mr.  Crawford  admits  this 
frankly,  and  argues  from  it,  with  truth  and  force, 
proving  that  this  immense  domain  of  the  Union 
must  leave  this  power  for  a  long  time  to  come  in 
your  hands.  Or  that  immense  domain,  what  a 
smaUr  speck  has  been  sold  !  How  little,  compar- 
ativ^y,  has  been  even  surveyed  !  Vast  regions 
remain  still  covered  by  Indian  title.  Your  official 
ageiits  estimate  the  total  number  of  acres  to  which 
the  Ipdian  title  has  been  extinguished 'at  191,978,- 
536  !  the  number  of  acres  surveyed  at'72,805,092 ! 
and  the  number  sold  at  18,601,930  !  The  differ- 
fere'nce  in  these  aggr^;ates  is  prodigious.  You 
are  still,  and  must  long  remain,  a  mighty  monop- 
olist. You  can  regulate  the  price  of  your  commod- 
ity at  will.  You  do  so  regulate  it.  The  entire 
minimum  now  is  less  by  one-sixth  than  three- 
fourths  of  the  old  minimum ;  and,  where  the  lands 
are  of  equal  value,  must  effectually  disable  the 
credit  purchaser  from  entering  the  market  as  your 
competitor,  unless  at  the  ab^lute  loss  of  three- 
eighths  of  his  capital.  Can  individuals  sell  their 
land  for  two  dollars,  when  your  price  is  one  dollar 
and  a  quarter  7  Their  certificates,  with  the  first 
payment  made,  would  not  be  received  as  a  present, 
under  the  condition  of  completing  thf  purchase 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  original  contract,  as 
there  would  remain  to  be  paid  one  dollar  and  a 
half,  and  the  duuee  would  be  a  clear  loser  by 
twenty-five  cents  the  acre  !  The  same  relation  of 
prices  exists,  whatever  may  be  the  cost  of  the  land. 
The  diminution  of  actual  current  value  is  real  and 
absolute,  and  universal.  And  this  diminiished  value 
proceeds  from  the  act  of  the  Government.  Yes, 
sir  from  your  own  act.  Will  you  thus  vitally 
affect  the  condition  of  your  debtor,  and  afford  him 
no  redress  ?  Will  you  suddenly  lessen  the  value 
of  the  article,  after  the  sale,  and  still  exact  the 
full  price  ?  Will  you  lessen  his  ability  to  pay,  and 
yet  require  "the  utmost  mite?"  Will  you  in.sist 
on  "  the  pound  of  flesh."  because  it  is  so  written 
"  in  the  bond  ?"  I  think  you  will  not :  I  am  sure 
you  ought  not. 

In  this  view,  the  remission  of  interest  now  pro- 
posed, cannot  be  more  than  equivalent  to  the  di- 
minished value  effected  by  the  change  of  system 
from  credit  to  cash  ;  and  that,  even  on  low  priced 
lands;  on  others,  it  is  nothing  like  an  equivalent. 
Sir,  the  remission  of  interest  is  not  a  new  princi- 
ple. It  is  only  an  extension  of  the  principle  on 
which  Congress  has  long  acted.  At  first  the  inter- 
est accrued,  by  the  term  of  the  contract,  on  each 
instalment,  from  the  date  of  the  purchase,  abso- 
lutely ;  afterwards  this  principle  was  relaxed,  and 
interest  accrued  only  on  failure  of  punctual  pay- 


ment. Here  was  a  great  change,  highly  favoraUe 
to  the  purchaser,  and  certainly  not  demanded  by 
such  powerful  motives  as  now  cry  aloud  for  a 
further  change.  The  former  was  matter  of  mere 
grace :  the  latter  grows  out  of  a  strong  equity, 
fastening  itself  upon  you  in  consequence  of  your 
own  subsequent  act,  for  your  own  advantage. 

We  come  now,  sir,  to  the  credit.  And  what 
was  the  credit  under  the  old  system  ?  We  have 
seen  that  it  was  nominally  for  five  years,  in  the 
first  instance.  Then,  three  more  were  granted : 
then  three  more :  then  forfeitures  were  suspended 
from  year  to  year :  and  there  the  matter  rests  at 
present.  The  credit  was,  in  fact,  indefinite. 
Congress  never  refused  indulgence :  and  lands  are 
still  m  part  unpaid  for,  which  were  sold  soon  after 
the  credit  system  was  adopted. 

In  Alabama,  for  instance,  eight  years  from  the 
date  of  the  purchase,  had  been  already  granted  to 
debtors  in  Madison  county,  and  on  the  Tombigbee ; 
and  at  the  unfortunate  sales  of  1817  and  1818  no 
man  calculated  on  a  shorter  term.  Congress  was 
considered  to  be  pledged,  in  good  faith  and  equal 
dealing,  to  indulge  them  as  much  as  it  had  indulged 
others.  This  cry  was  in  everybody's  mouth.  Tnis 
was  regarded  as  a  tacit  condition  of  the  contract ; 
and  it  was  a  consideration  which,  whether  true  or 
false,  operated  powerfully  and  universally  :  I  need 
not  say  how  ruinously,  if  you  now  refuse  what 
you  never  refused  befx)re.  But  this  you  will  not 
do.  You  will  not  subject  yourselves  to  the  impu- 
tation of  hard-heartedness  and  partiality.  To  re- 
fuse time  now  to  those  who  have  had  no  indulgenqe, 
would  be  unequal  and  unjust ;  and  this  is  the  case 
with  nearly  all  Alabama,  who  needs  relief  the 
most,  and  has  the  strongest  claims  upon  you  for  it. 

The  credit  purchasers  calculated  6a  the  indefi- 
nite continuance,  if  not  the  perpetuity,  of  the  sys- 
tem. At  any  rate,  they  were  innocent  purchasers, 
for  a  fair  consideration,  and  they  have  a  fair  equi- 
table claim  to  be  relieved  and  protected  against  an 
act  of  the  other  party  to  the  contract,  which  lessens 
directly  and  necessarily,  in  their  hands,  the  value 
of  tlie  property  which  they  had  purchased. 

What  sort  of  comparison,  then,  can  there  be 
between  the  motives  to  afford  relief  heretofore,  and 
those  which  call  for  it  now?  Then,  there  was 
no  chance  of  system,  no  reduction  of  price,  no 
diminution  of  value ;  and  the  amount  of  the  debt 
was  annually  increasing;  yet  you  never  refused 
relief.  Now,  the  system  is  changed  by  your  act ; 
the  price  is  reduced  by  your  act ;  the  value  of  the 
article  sold  is  diminished  in  the  hands  of  the  pur- 
chaser, by  your  act ;  and  the  debt  cannot  be  further 
increased  ;  it  has  reached  its  maximum  ;  and  will 
you  now,  for  the  first  time,  refuse  relief? 

This,  Mr.  President,  is  a  general  view  of  the 
subject,  and  these  arguments  will  reach  and  cover 
the  case  of  the  debtors  in  all  the  new  States.  But, 
I  have  said,  that  the  situation  of  Alabama  was 
peculiar.  Sir,  it  is  deeply  distressing  and  deplo- 
rable. It  stands  out  from  thecanvass  in  bold  relief. 
Suffer  me  to  call  your  attention  to  a  few  facts,  by 
way  of  verification : 
Total  namber  of  acres  of  land  aold,  up  to  30th  of  Sep- 

tamber,  1619     -        •        -        -  18,601,980 
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Deduct  number   of  acres  sold    in 
AlatMma 

Leaves  number  sold  in  all    other 
States  and  Territories 

Total  amount  of 

sales       •        -  $44,054,452  83} 

Deduct  amount 
of  sales  in  Al- 
abama   -         -     15,312,565  19i 


$3,846,857 


14,956,073 


Leaves  for  am'nt 
of  sales  in  all 
other  Sutes, 
&C.        -         -      28,741,886  92^ 

Total  amount  actually  paid  bj  pur- 
chasers       22,229,180  63i 

Deduct  amount  paid  by  purchasers 
inAUbama       -        -        -        -        4,469,626  19^ 


Leaves  amount  paid  by  purchasers 
in  all  other  Sutes       -        -        -    $17,759,553  44i 


ToUl  amount  of  debt  outsUnding  -      22,000,667  64 
Deduct  amount  due  in  Alabama    •      10,834,270  76 


Lemvea  am'ot  due  in  all  other  Sutes    $11. 166,386  88 


According  to  the  returns,  there  has  been  actu- 
ally paid  in  other  States,  per  acre,  not  quite  one 
dollar  and  twenty  cents  :  and  there  remains  due, 
per  acre,  in  those  States,  not  quite  seventy-five 
cents. 

There  has  been  paid,  per  acre,  in  Alabama,  not 
quite  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents ;  and  re- 
mains due  there,  per  acre,  not  quite  two  dollars 
and  seventy-five  cents. 

It  appears,  then,  that  14,955,073  acres  in  other 
States,  have  been  sold  for  -        -  «28,741,886 

While  only  3,646  857  acres  in  Ala- 
bama, have  been  sold  for  -        -        -    15,312,565 

Leaving  a  difference  in   amount  of 
only -  $13,429,321 

Bat,  if  lands  in  Alabama  had  been  sold  at  the 
same  average  price  per  acre,  as  in  other  States, 
the  amount  of  sales  there  would  have  been  only 
about  ^,650,000 ;  nothing  like  half  the  actual 
■mooDt;  and  making  the  enormous  difference  of 
eight  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars.  For  the  debt 
01  Alabama,  according  to  the  returns  up  to  30th 
September,  1819,  is  $10,834,270,  being  less  than 
the  debt  of  all  the  other  States  and  Territories 
only  by  the  trifling  sum  of  §332,116.  But,  had 
Ottly  equal  prices  been  given,  the  debt  of  Alabama 
would  be  only  about  ^,180,000,  making  a  differ- 
ence of  debt  m  the  two  cases,  as  before,  of  eight 
millions  and  a  half 

This,  according  to  the  returns  up  to  September, 
1819.  But,  it  is  proper  to  remark,  that  a  portion 
of  the  lands  sold  at  St.  Stephens,  lie  in  the  State 
of  Mississippi.  The  amount,  however,  due  for 
tbem  in  that  State  is  not  very  great,  and  the  lands 
lold  at  tbat  office  are  by  far  the  lowest  in  Ala- 
Wma.  The  price  given  there  ii,  on  the  average, 
only  about  two  dollars  and  thirty-eight  cents  tne 


acre;  while  at  Cahawba  it  is  about  three  dollars 
and  seventy  cents;  and,  at  Huntsville,  about  five 
dollars  and  ninety  cents!  A  single  townnhip  in 
the  Tennessee  valley  was  sold  for  half  a  million  of 
dollars — upwards  of  twenty  dollars  the  acre. — 
Many  tracts,  for  actual  settlement,  were  sold  at 
thirty  and  forty  dollars,  and  one  as  high  as  sev- 
enty-eight dollars ;  sites  for  towns,  still  higher. 

Nine  hundred  and  fifty-one  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-one  acres  have  been  sold,  at  St. 
Stephens,  for  ^2,266,076.  Suppose  that,  of  this 
sum,  there  is  due,  in  Mississippi,  ^34,270 ;  and 
this  is  perhaps  near  the  truth,  it  certainly  does  not 
exceed  it.  This  would  reduce  the  debt  of  Ala- 
bama, in  round  numbers,  to  ten  millions  of  dollars, 
and  would  reduce  the  number  of  acres  sold  in 
Alabama  to  three  thousand  two  hundred  and 
ninety-six  thousand, six  hundred  and  ninety-three ; 
calculating  all  lands  sold  at  St.  Stephens  at  the 
same  average  price,  while,  in  fact,  the  portion 
which  lies  in  Mississippi  was  sold  before  the  era 
of  distraction,  and  at  scarcely  more  than  the  old 
minimum  price.  Could  we  speak  in  exact  terms, 
the  number  of  acres  sold  lying  in  Cahawba  would 
be  still  fewer,and  the  relative  price  greater;  and  the 
excess  of  price  which  has  been  given  and  promised 
there,  over  that  for  an  equal  number  of  acres  else- 
where, would  be  still  further  increajied.  Say, 
however,  that  it  is  eight  millions,  and  it  cannot  be 
made  less,  from  the  tables,  by  any  practical  calcu- 
lation, and  what  shall  be  said  of  it?  A  debt  of 
ten  millions  from  a  single  State — of  which  eight 
millions  is  mere  excess  of  price — a  sum  given,  or 
rather  promised,  in  Alabama,  beyond  the  sum 
given  or  promised,  anywhere  else,  for  the  same 
number  of  acres.  Does  it  not  make  a  strong  claim 
upon  your  clemency?  And  will  you  refuse  all 
manner  of  relief?  You  will  not,  you  cannot. 
But  this  bill  is  general.  It  affords  no  special  re- 
lief to  Alabama. 

I  fear,  sir,  that  I  have  already  trespassed  too 
long  on  the  patience  of  the  Senate,  fatiguing  oth- 
ers even  more  than  I  fatigue  myself.  But  the 
deep  interest  of  my  constituents  in  the  subject 
must  plead  my  apology.  Indulge  me,  therefore, 
a  few  moments  longer,  and  let  us  see  if  we  cannot 
unravel  the  mystery  of  these  high  prices  in  Ala- 
bama— the  causes  of  this  enormous  debt.  Sir, 
there  is  no  mystery  in  it ;  the  causes  are  obvious, 
and  the  finger  of  the  Government  is  visible 
throughout  the  whole  transaction. 

Almost  the  whole  of  the  debt  of  Alabama  hat 
been  contracted  since  tbe  war,  and  during  the 
period  of  our  highest  apparent  prosperity.  The 
first  sales  took  place  in  August,  1817,  and  in  Feb- 
ruary and  March,  1818.  It  was  an  era,  not  merely 
of  plenty,  but  of  superabundance ;  and  it  begat  a 
thousand  wild  schemes  of  every  sort  and  char- 
acter. The  spirit  of  speculation  possessed  almost 
the  entire  mass  of  society.  You  yourselves  were 
infected  with  the  contagion  of  extravagance. 
The  national  coffers  were  overflowing,  and  you 
busied  yourselves  in  devising  new  modes  of  ex- 
pending your  excessive  wealth.  You  gave  the 
tone,  the  people  caught  and  echoed  it.  Every- 
where visions  of  magnificence  occupied  and  heated 
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the  public  mind.  The  circulating  medium  was 
everywhere  unnaturally  abundant,  but  nowhere  so 
mucn  so  as  in  Alabama.  About  seventy  banks 
were  just  instituted  in  the  neighboring  States  of 
Tennessee  and  Kentucky.  If  they  were  without 
capital  what  did  that  signi^  ?  Their  paper  was 
receivable  in  your  land  oflnces  whereat  was  as 
cood  as  gold  or  silver.  They  were  anxious  to 
knd.  Everybody  who  could  muster  a  couple  of 
endorsers  could  borrow.  Capital  was  not  neces^ 
sary  either  to  the  banks  or  their  customers.  Credit 
was  all,  and  credit  was  universal.  Everything 
was  fictitious.  No  man  was  without  money,  or 
the  representative  of  money.  Cotton  was  selling 
at  twenty-five  cents  the  pound,  and  all  other  arti- 
cles in  proportion — that  being  there  the  common 
standard  ol  appraisement,  the  measure  of  value. 
This  state  of  things  was  naturally  calculated  to 
produce  the  most  unhappy  results.  But  there  was 
another  circumstance  which  must  not  be  forgot- 
ten. It  aggravated  these  evils  unspeakably.  It 
liad  a  prime  agency  in  the  events  which  followed; 
of  which  agency  you  were  directly  the  authors. 
This  was  the  Mississippi  stock,  the  fruit  of  the 
Yazoo  compromise,  upwards  of  four  millions  of 
which  were  issued  by  you,  and  made  receivable  in 
payment  for  lands  m  Alabama  and  Mississippi, 
and  nowhere  else.  This  stock,  bearing  no  inter- 
est and  owned  chiefly  in  the  East,  was  bought  up 
at  a  large  discount  for  the  purpose  of  being  invested 
in  lands.  It  doubled  the  money  of  Alabama.  It 
destroyed  the  salutary  proportion  between  the  cir- 
culating medium  and  the  commodity  in  the  mar- 
ket. It  produced  an  artificial  scarcity  of  land,  and 
the  high  prices  induced  by  scarcity.  The  holder 
of  the  stock  thought  himself  warranted  to  bid  be- 
yond the  specie  value,  to  the  extent  of  his  discount, 
lorgetting  that  the  remaining  instalments  must, 
after  the  absorption  of  the  stock,  be  paid  in  cash. 
Those  who  had  no  stock  were  compelled  to  go  up 
to  the  stock  price,  or  lose  the  lands  on  which  they 
had  fixed  their  affections. 

The  madnes-s  was  general,  it  was  epidemic. 
The  most  prudent  and  calculating  men  were  car- 
ried away  with  the  rest.  Land  was  the  philoso- 
pher's stone.  To  buy  it  was  to  be  rich.  Alas ! 
the  mines  which  it  promised  to  the  distempered 
£uicy  of  the  purchaser  have  proved  to  be  like  those 
of  the  fable  on  which  repose  the  ends  of  the  boy's 
rainbow.  We  have  seen  the  consequence  of  this 
excessive  excitement,  this  paroxysm  of  speculation 
— an  enormous  debt  which  never  will  be  paid, 
which  never  can  be  paid.  Yes,  sir,  I  say  it  cannot 
be  paid.  The  white  population  is  about  one  hun- 
dred thousand.  The  debt  is  one  hundred  dollars 
each.  Say  that  the  sexes  are  equal,  and  the  debt  is 
two  hundred  dollars  for  every  male.  Say  that  the 
heads  of  families,  the  real  buyers  of  the  land,  and 
the  actual  debtors,  are  twenty  thousand,  and  the 
debt  is  five  hundred  each  !  And  what  is  the  situa- 
ation  of  Alabama  now,  and  what  are  her  means 
of  payment  ?  Sir,  it  is  a  fearful  question  for  her. 
Remember  that  you  are  told  from  high  authority 
that  the  total  currency  of  the  Union  has  been  sud- 
denly reduced  from  one  hundred  and  ten  to  forty- 
five  millions  of  dollars,  fifty -four  per  cent  more  than 


one-half.  The  seventy  banks  whose  paper  inun- 
dated Alabama  have  shut  up  shop,  or  are  curtail- 
ing their  discounts,  and  pressing  for  payment  of 
those  very  loans  which  they  were  so  eager  to  make, 
What  is  left  floating  of  Mississippi  stock  is  nearly 
at  par.  Cotton  has  fallen  to  ten  cents,  and  every 
thing  else  in  the  same  proportion.  But  the  paper 
which  buys  cotton  at  ten  cents  will  not  pay  the 
debt  of  Alabama.  You  have  repudiated  tne  sev- 
enty banks.  You  will  not  receive  their  notes ;  and 
the  planter  who  owes  you  must  exchange  one  hun- 
dred dollars  in  these  vile  rags  for  eighty-five  dol- 
lars of  such  as  will  pass  muster  at  the  land  office. 
You  must  have  specie  or  the  paper  of  specie  pay- 
ing banks,  and  these  are  at  a  premium  of  fifteen 
per  cent.  This  fact  you  have  in  a  memorial  on 
your  table,  and  it  is  indisputably  true.  To  expect 
payment  of  ten  millions  from  a  people  so  distressed 
IS  to  expect  impossibilities,  is  to  call  for  a  miracle 
which  will  not  be  wrought  in  our  day.  The  Soi- 
ate  cannot  have  forgotten  the  strong  expression  of 
an  eloquent  gentleman,  (Mr.  King,  of  New  York,) 
whose  long  experience,  rich  and  various  attain- 
ments, and  great  abilities  are  so  well  known  and 
appreciated,  and  whose  opinions  in  regard  to  all 
questions  touching  the  public  lands,  have  always 
commanded  respect  ana  influence.  Speaking  on 
this  subject  at  the  last  session,  he  said  that  the  ad>t 
of  Alabama  grew  out  of  "  a  contract  which  never 
'  would  be  ^iforced,  which  never  could  be  en- 
'  forced,  apd  which  never  ought  to  be  enforced ; 
'  and  that,  as  an  individual,  if  the  case  were  his 
'  own,  he  could  not,  in  equity  and  good  conscience, 
'  enforce  it."  I  rejoiced  to  hear  him  add,  frankly 
and  emphatically,  that  relief  of  some  sort  must  at 
granted ;  and  that,  at  the  proper  time,  he  would 
go  all  reasonable  lengths  to  make  that  relief  ef- 
fective and  ample.  The  time  has  arrived,  and  I 
call  upon  him  to  redeem  bis  pledge,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  he  will  redeem  it. 

Once  more,  sir,  to  the  bill.  Without  transfer,  no 
reasonable  man  can  expect  a  speedy  extinguish- 
ment of  the  Alabama  debt.  To  pav  ten  miUions, 
according  to  the  contract,  is  out  of^  the  question. 
Nor  will  your  second  section,  which  offers  a  yn- 
mium  for  prompt  payment,  accomplish  that  object, 
because  the  money  is  not  to  be  had.  The  com- 
mittee contemplate  a  deduction  of  three-eighths 
from  the  balance  due.  The  debt  being  ^10i,000,000, 
this  dbcount  would  reduce  it  to  $7,SX),0(K),  a  sum 
certainly  not  within  the  power  of  the  State  to 
conmiand  by  the  30th  September  next.  It  is  clear 
to  me  that  the  principle  on  which  the  committee 
proceed,  demands  that  the  deduction  should  be 
made  from  the  original  price,  tbe  entire  purchase 
money,  since  the  current  value  of  the  whole  land 
is  les^ened  in  that  proportion  by  the  change  of  sys- 
tem. If  you  l^islate  on  that  principle  at  all,  as  I 
think  you  ought,  you  should  give  it  ftul  scope ;  and 
I  shall,  at  a  proper  time,  move  to  a  mead  the  see- 
tion  accordingly.  But,  even  suppose  the  ameo^- 
ment  made,  and  a  discount  of  thirty-seven  a»4  It 
half  per  cent  allowed  on  the  original  pricCy  thcte 
would  then  remain  to  be  paid  upwards  of  six  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  a  sum  still  far  beyond  the  reach  qf 
I  the  State  within  the  limited  period.    Yoa  miiat 
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Tesort,  then,  to  other  principles,  or  expect  general 
forfeiture  and  distress.     Transfer  is  one  ot  those 

Erinciples.  It  is  best  for  you  and  for  your  debtor. 
,et  us  look  at  its  operation.  Let  us  assume  that 
one-fourth  only  has  been  paid ;  and  let  us  suppose, 
for  the  sake  of  illustration,  what,  however,  is  cer- 
tainly not  the  fact,  that  all  the  lands  are  of  equal 
Talue,  and  have  cost  the  same  price.  Suppose 
half  to  be  surrendered  to  the  United  States.  This 
would  reduce  the  debt  one-half,  viz  :  to  five  mil- 
lion dollars,  and  that  without  any  deduction  of 
price.  Transfer  the  payment  of  one-fourth  already 
made  on  the  part  surrendered,  and  apply  it  towards 
a  discharge  on  the  part  retained,  and  the  debt 
would  then  amount  to  S3,750,000,  a  prodigious 
difference,  certainly ;  but  even  this  sum  could  not 
be  reasonably  expected  by  the  30th  September. 
This  shows  the  necessity  of  calling  in  the  last  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill— the  prolonged  credit  by  instal- 
ments. And  this  is  the  more  necessary  for  that 
meritorious  class  who  have  not  the  means  of  trans- 
fer, owning  but  one  tract,  and  who  will  not  be 
able  to  make  prompt  payment. 

Sir,  I  repeat  that  the  change  of  system  impera- 
tively calls  upon  you  to  grant  relief  Many  of  the 
Representatives  of  the  debtor  States  approved  the 
change,  and  contributed  by  their  votes  to  effect  it. 
They  thought  the  credit  system  injurious  to  the 
communities  whose  interests  it  was  their  peculiar 
province  to  guard.  That  system  exhausted  the 
new  Slates,  and  kept  them  poor  and  in  debt.  Men 
laid  out  all  their  money  in  the  first  instalment,  and 
staked  their  hopes  and  mortgaged  their  future 
earnings  for  the  j«iymenl  of  the  residue.  The  sys- 
tem quadrupled  the  power  and  inducement  to  buy, 
without  increasing  adequately  the  ability  to  pay. 
The  quantity  purchased  was  almost  always  mea- 
sured by  the  amount  of  the  first  instalment.  The 
new  system  deals  not  in  hopes  and  fears  ;  it  leaves 
no  man  in  suspense  ;  it  offers  no  check  to  the  march 
of  improvement.  The  purchaser  feels  erect  and 
independent ;  he  dreads  no  accident ;  he  dreams 
not  of  forfeiture.  He  has  the  patent  at  once  in 
his  pocket ;  and  the  soil  he  tills  is  emphatically 
his  own.  He  erects  his  cabin  with  a  sturdy  de- 
light, and  he  sows  in  the  confident  hope  of  reaping 
the  increase.  Happy  had  it  been  for  Alabama,  in 
particular,  had  the  cnange  been  made  before  Au- 
gust, 1817.  How  vastly  different  would  have  been 
her  situation !  She  could  have  laid  out  no  more 
money,  for  she  laid  out  all ;  but  she  would  have  had 
her  lands  for  the  same  money,  and  been  free  from 
debt;  she  would  have  had  patents  instead  of  certifi- 
cates. The  Representatives  of  the  new  Slates,  there- 
fore, gave  their  sanction  to  the  change  of  system. 
But  they  warned  you  at  the  same  time  of  the  im- 
mediate and  necessary  effects  of  that  change.  The 
abolition  of  credit  was  not  all.  You  reduced  the 
price  of  your  lands  from  two  dollars  to  one  dollar 
and  twenty- five  cents  the  acre.  They  pointed  out 
to  you  how  this  would  affect  former  purchasers, 
aild  reduce  the  value  of  their  lands ;  and  they  con- 
tended that  this  reduction  gave  those  purchasers  a 
fair  and  equitable  claim  lo  relief  to  the  full  extent 
of  that  deduction.  The  justness  of  the  claim  was 
not  denied. 


Mr.  President,  a  word  or  two  more,  and  I  have 
done.  It  was  proposed  at  the  last  session  to  incor- 
porate the  principles  of  relief  in  the  bill  then  be- 
fore the  Senate.  Gentlemen  said,  "  No,  it  is  not 
time  yet.  Change  the  system,  and  we  will  give 
you  relief— reasonable,  adequate,  full  relief  Put 
a  stop  to  the  further  increase  of  the  debt,  and  you 
shall  have  your  own  terms  ;  but  we  will  not  em- 
barrass »he  bill  with  any  thing  extraneous  to  the 
change,  lest  we  endanger  its  passage.  Call  upon 
us  next  year,  and  your  griefs  shall  be  healed." 
Well,  sir,  we  now  make  the  call ;  we  set  forth  our 
case.  The  President  recommends  relief;  your 
Minister  of  Finance  advises ;  your  committee  re- 
ports ;  the  nation  expects  it.  Individuals  petition  ; 
nay,  whole  States  supplicate  your  clemency,  in- 
voKe  your  magnanimity,  and  demand  the  measure 
of  a  just  and  liberal  equity  at  your  hands.  Their 
prosperity  is  also  that  of  the  Union,  of  which  they 
are  the  fruit,  and  which  they  have  gallantly  de- 
fended with  their  blood.  Nothing  can  give  to 
foreign  nations  so  grand  and  imposing  an  idea  of 
your  extent,  your  strength,  and  your  resources,  as 
this  rapid  expansion  otthe  Republic,  and  the  al- 
most magical  filling  up  of  so  many  new  States, 
won  from  the  savage  and  the  wilderness,  for  the 
use  and  habitation  of  freemen — your  sons  and 
brothers.  Seven  of  these  new-  States  and  two 
Territories  await  with  solicitude  the  fate  you  are 
preparing  for  them.  Your  decree  can  make  them 
flourish,  or  make  them  fade  ;  can  cripple  them  for 
a  long  series  of  years,  or  strike  off  the  bonds  which 
fetter  them  ;  cramping  their  youne  limbs,  and  re- 
tarding their  free  growth.  It  is  lor  you  now  to 
determine  whether  they  shall  be  stifled  by  the  hor- 
rible incubus  of  this  debt,  which  presses  upon 
their  vitals,  paralyizing  their  energies,  and  arrest- 
ing the  wholesome  play  of  their  organs  :  whether 
they  shall  be  crushed  by  this  gigantic  Colossus, 
which  bestrides  the  vast  and  fertile  region  of  the 
West,  with  one  foot  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and 
the  other  I  know  not  where — on  the  shores  of  the 
lakes,  on  the  summit  of  the  Stony  Mountains,  un- 
der whose  "  huge  legs"  your  fellow  citizens  in  that 
quarter  "  must  peep  about"  to  find  the  grave  of 
their  hopes  and  fortunes  ! 

When  Mr.  W.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  MoRRiL  spoke  briefly  in  support  of  the  bill 
as  it  stood,  and  against  recommitment. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  above  motion, 
Mr.  Smith  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting  on 
this,  and  all  other  questions  that  may  arise  on  said 
bill  in  the  Senate,  and  stated  as  a  reason  why  he 
should  be  excused,  that,  being  a  purchaser  of  pub- 
lic lands  in  Alabama,  and  not  residing  therein,  he 
was  interested  in  the  provisions  of  the  bill ;  and 
on  the  question  to  grant  the  leave  asked,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  to  re- 
commit the  bill,  it  was  negatived  without  a  divi- 
sion. 

Mr.  Thomas  then  offered  a  substitute  for  the 
first  section  of  the  bill,  (not  affecting  any  princi- 
ple of  the  bill,  but  intended  to  render  its  meaning 
clearer,)  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed;  and  the 
Senate  adjourned. 


January,  1821. 


Proceeding*. 


Senate. 


Tuesday,  January  23. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  the 
Senate  took  up  and  considered  the  motion  of  the 
12th  of  December,  to  discharge  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  from  the  consideration  of  the  pe- 
tition of  Rebecca  Hodgson,  and  agreed  thereto ; 
and  it  was  referred  lo  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Pinkney, 
Williams  of  Tennessee,  and  Macon,  were  ad- 
pointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Horsey  presented  the  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Union  Bank  of  George- 
town, in  behalf  of  the  stockholders,  praving  an 
extension  of  the  charter  of  said  bank  ;  and  the  pe- 
tition was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  the  mer- 
chants, traders,  manufacturers,  mechanics,  land- 
lords, and  others,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  pray- 
ing that  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  may  be  imposed 
on  all  merchandise  sold  at  auction,  when  disposed 
of  in  original  packa^,  and  fifteen  per  cent,  when  | 
80  sold  in  less  quantities,  with  certain  exceptions ;  J 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  \ 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures.  j 

Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition  of  Geor^  j 
Harpole ;  and,  also,  the  petition  of  Dniry  Bettis,  i 
severally  praying  to  be  compensated  for  a  horse  j 
lost  while  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  \ 
States  ;  and  the  petitions  were  severally  read,  and  . 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims.  j 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  j 
"An  act  to  extend  the  time  for  locating  Virginia  j 
Military  Land  Warrants,  and  returning  surveys  ' 
thereon  to  the  General  Land  Oflice,"  reported  the  i 
same  without  amendment.  ' 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  | 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Nathaniel 
Mc Warren,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  res- 
olution, that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw 
his  petition.  The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 
Mr.  JoHNSO.N,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting 
to  every  person  now  residing  on,  and  to  those  who 
may  hereafter  aettle  on  the  public  lands  on  the  bank 
of  the  Misaisfiippi  river,  within  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
the  right  of  pre-emption  to  a  tract  of  such  land  at  the 
minimum  price  fixed  by  law  for  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands  of  the  United  States,  on  condition  that  such  per- 
sons shall  make  and  keep  up  a  substantial  levee  in 
frout  of  the  same. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  the  petition  of 
the  chiefs  of  the  Choctaw  Indians,  praying  that 
Silas  Dinsmore  may  be  confirmed  in  his  title  to  a 
tract  of  land  ;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  re- 
solved that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not 
to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  the 
petition  of  the  trustees  of  Worth  ington  College, 
in  the  State  of  Ohio ;  and  it  was  further  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 


The  bill  concerning  Thomas  Shields  and  others 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  took  up  and  considered,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
purchasers  of  the  public  lands  prior  to  the  first  dar 
of  July,  1820,  together  with  the  proposed  amend- 
ment ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York^ 
the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  continue  in 
force,  for  a  further  time,  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
for  establishing  trading  houses  with  the  Indian 
tribes ;"  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Holjiaes,  of  Mis- 
sissippi, it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representative* 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  reduce  and  fix  the  Mili- 
tary Peace  Establishment  of  the  United  States ;" 
and,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force 
I  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  persons  who 
were  disabled  by  known  wounds  received  in  the 
I  Revolutionary  war,  and  for  other  purposes;"  in 
i  which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
:  Senate. 


Weunesuay,  January  24. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Louis  Lauret,  a  native  of^Orthez,  in  France, 
an  alien,  residing  in  Louisiana,  praying  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  privileges  of  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  at  an  earlier  period  than  is  authorized  by 
existing  laws ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Dana  presented  the  petition  of  Ezekiel  P. 
Belden,  of  Connecticut,  who  was  a  captain  of 
cavalry  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  praying  to  be 
allowed  half  pay;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiiairs. 

Mr.  Sanforu  presented  the  petition  of  Nathaniel 
Allen,  of  New  York,  praying  to  be  allowed,  in  the 
settlement  of  his  accounts  as  paymaster  of  the 
New  York  militia,  on  the  northern  and  western 
frontiers,  in  the  year  1812,  the  disbursements  made 
by  him  by  virtue  of  orders  from  Governor  Tomp- 
kins to  said  militia,  for  clothing ;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Paul  La- 
nusse  and  F.  Bailly  Blanchard,  made  a  report,  ac- 
companied by  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the 
memorial  be  not  granted.  The  report  and  resolu- 
tion were  read. 

The  two  bills  from  the  House  of  Reprf  sentatives 
yesterday  brought  up  for  concurrence  were  seve- 
rally read  the  first  and  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent ;  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  reduce 
and  fix  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of  the 
United  States,"  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

,  Military  Afiairs. 

On  motion,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  contyaue 
in  force  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for))er- 
sons  who  were  disabled  by  known  wounds  received 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  for  other  purposes;" 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 
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SaniAiv. 


Marquis  de  MaUon  Rouge. 


Jakoary,  1S21. 


Januaby,  1821. 


National  Vaccine  InstittUion. 


Senatk. 


I 


The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  yesterday,  instructing  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting 
to  actual  settlers  on  the  public  lands  on  the  bank 
of  the  Mississippi,  in  Louisiana,  the  right  of  pre- 
enoption on certam conditions;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  toconsider  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Nathaniel 
Mc Warren ;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  re- 
solved that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw 
bis  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  the 
petition  of  the  trustees  of  Worth ington  College, 
m  Ohio ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Riggles,  it  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  took  up  and  considered,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  continue  in  force 
the  act,  entitled  ^'An  act  for  establishing  trading- 
houses  with  the  Indian  tribes ;  and  the  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  to  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  took  up  and  considered,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  better  regu- 
lation of  the  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes ;  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Trimble,  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause  and  in- 
serting a  new  draught,  the  consideration  of  the 
hill  was  postponed  to  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  money  to  John  Gooding  and 
James  Williams;  and  it  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  of  the  last  ses- 
sion for  the  relief  of  James  L.  Cathcart ;  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  John  Coffee ;  and  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Nicholas  Perkins,  were  severally  consid- 
ered in  Committee-  of  the  Whole,  and  were  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  granting  to  the  Grovemor  of  Louisiana, 
(for  the  time  being)  two  tracts  of  land  in  the 
county  of  Point  Coupee,  (for  the  benefit  of  the 
people  of  that  county,  for  the  purpose  of  estab- 
lishing thereon  a  public  seminary  of  education,) 
was  taken  up. 

The  bill  was  explained  and  supported  by  Mr. 
JoBNBON,  of  Louisiana,  and,  having  been  amend- 
ed, was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

MARQUIS  DE  MAISON  ROUGE. 
The  Senate  next  took  up  the  bill  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  confirming 
the  title  of  the  Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge  to  a 
tract  of  land  on  the  Washita  river,  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  granted  to  him  by  the  Spanish 
Government,  on  the  20th  of  June,  1797.  [The 
title  covers  a  tract  of  thirty  square  leagues,  and 
comes  before  Congress  for  confirmation  by  peti- 
tion from  Daniel  W.  Coxe,  who  claims  under  the 
title  of  de  Maison  Rouge,  and  holds  the  greater 
part  of  the  immen.se  tract  which  that  title  em- 

The  bill  was  accompanied  by  a  long  report 
ffom  tho  committee,  setting  forth  the  facts  of  the 
case,  and  the  pcinciples  on  which  the  bill  was  pre- 
dicated. 


Mr.  Eaton  spoke  at  some  length  against  the 
bill,  and  the  reasoning  of  the  report. 

The  bill  and  report  were  supported  by  Mr. 
LowHiE  and  Mr.  Van  Dyke. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  offered  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  expressly  to  prevent  its  interfer- 
ence with  any  of  the  Spanish  grants,  which  have 
been  recommended  for  confirmation  by  the  board 
of  commissioners  of  the  western  land  district  of 
Louisiana,  and  since  confirmed  by  Congress — and 
he  spoke  to  show  the  necessity  oi  such  a  provision 
in  the  bill.  Whereupon,  the  bill  wa.%  on  motion 
of  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  postponed  to  Friday.. 

The  Senate  again  took  up  the  bill  granting  re- 
lief to  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  prior  to  the 
1st  of  July,  1820. 

A  good  deal  of  discussion  again  took  place  on 
this  bill,  principally  on  amendments  offered  to  it ; 
none  of  which,  however,  of  a  material  character, 
were  agreed  to.  The  bill  was,  after  some  time, 
again  laid  on  the  table. 


Thcrsdav,  January  25. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  family 
of  the  late  Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  Esq.,"  a  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Hunsinger;" 
a  bill,  entitled  an  act  extending  the  time  for  issu- 
ing and  locating  military  land  warrants  to  officers 
and  soldiers  oithe  Revolutionary  army ;"  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  ot  Joseph  McNiel;" 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Alexander 
Milne ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Lewis  H.  Guerlain  ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  Rodriguez  ;"  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  the  location  of  land  warrants, 
and  the  issuing  of  patents  in  certain  cases ;"  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Francis  B.  Lan- 

fuille;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
ames  Brady  ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Bartholomew  Duverge;"  and  a  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the 
District  Court  in  the  northern  District  ofNew 
York ;"  and  also,  a  "  Resolution  to  suspend  the 
recruiting  service  for  a  limited  time;"  in  which 
bills  and  resolution  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  said  bills  and  resolution  were  severally 
read  the  first  and  second  times  by  unanimous 
consent. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob 
Hunsinger;"  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  extending 
the  time  for  issuing  and  locating  military  land 
warrants  to  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary army;"  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  ref- 
late the  location  of  land  warrants,  and  the  issuing 
of  patents  in  certain  cases ;"  and  the  bill,  entitle 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Brady,"  were 
severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
family  of  the  late  Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  Esq.," 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
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aeph  McNiel ;"  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Alexander  Milne ;"  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  H.  Guerlain  ;"  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Rodriguez 
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the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Francis 
B.  Languille ;"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Bartholomew  Duverge ;"  were  sev- 
erally referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Tne  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  times  of 
holding  the  District  Court  in  the  northern  Dis- 
trict of  New  York,"  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

The  "  Resolution  to  suspend  the  recruiting  ser- 
vice for  a  limited  time,'"  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afiairs. 

Mr.  Trimble  presented  the  memorial  of  Bar- 
tholomew Shaumburg,  of  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans, praying  to  be  repaid  the  sum  of  $3,000, 
intrusted  to  him  by  the  paymaster  of  the  8th  regi- 
ment of  infantry  at  New  Orleans  in  June,  1817, 
to  be  delivered  to  James  P.  Harrison,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  a  detachment  of  the  said  regiment  at 
Fort  Selden,  and  which  was  by  him  delivered  to 
Maior  Riddle,  then  acting  as  quartermaster  at 
.saia  fort,  to  be  conveyed  for  that  purpo.se,  and  by 
him  lost;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  CHANnLER  presented  the  petition  of  Job 
Shurborn,  of  the  State  of  Maine,  praying  a  pen- 
sion in  consideration  of  Revolutionary  services; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition  of  Joshua  Au- 
biu,  of  Boston,  the  petition  of  William  White- 
head, of  New  York ;  and  the  petition  of  James 
Graham,  also  of  New  York,  praying  the  restitu- 
tion of  certain  moneys  paid  by  them  respectively 
for  duties  wrongfully  exacted  on  goods  imported 
by  them  into  Castine  in  the  year  1814;  and  the 
petitions  were  severally  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Horsey  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Mayor,  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
of  the  Common  Council,  of  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, soliciting  Congress  to  direct  astronomical  ob- 
servations to  DC  made  in  the  said  city,  with  a  view 
to  the  establishment  of  a  principal  meridian  for 
the  United  States;  and  he  also  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Far- 
mers and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Greorgetown,  pray- 
ing an  extension  of  the  charter  of  said  bank ;  and 
the  memorials  were  read^  and  severally  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  gave  notice  that, 
to-morrow,  he  snould  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  authorize  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Louisiana,  to  ap- 
point a  deputy  to  aid  him  in  discharging  the  duties 
of  his  office. 

Mr.  Eaton  grfve  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  supplementary 
of  an  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  for 
the  relief  of  John  Harding  and  others. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  establish  the  district  of  Blakeley ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 


Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Jacob  Barker, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  'from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Daniel  McDuff,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  for  the  relief  of 
James  Leander  Cathcart,  passed  May  the  15th, 
in  the  year  1820,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Coffee  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nicholas  Perkins  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  on  the  memorial  of 
Paul  Lanusse  and  F.  Bailly  Blanchard ;  and  it 
was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  appointment  of  certain  Indian  agents ;  and.  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mississippi,  it  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  Ull  for  the  relief  of  Nicholas  Jarrott,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  amended, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  l^  sur- 
veyed, marked,  and  designated,  a  portion  of  the 
northern  and  western  boundaries  between  Indiana, 
Illinois,  and  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  agreeably 
to  the  act  authorizing  Indiana  to  become  a  State. 

A  good  deal  of  discussion  took  place  on  the 
merits  of  this  bill,  its  constitutionality  in  its  present 
shape,  the  circumstances  which  were  conceived  to 
render  it  necessary  or  inexpedient,  and  on  its  de- 
tails; in  which  discussion,  Messrs.  Smith,  Noble, 
Thomas,  Lowbie,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Trimble, 
Mills,  Eowards,  and  Talbot,  principally  en- 
gaged. The  debate  ended  by  postponing  the  bill, 
with  the  view  of  attempting  some  amendment  to 
obviate  the  objections  urged  against  it. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathan  Ford,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading. 

NATIONAL  VACCINE  INSTITUTION. 

The  Senate  next  took  up  the  bill  from  the  other 
House  to  incorporate  the  Managers  of  the  National 
Vaccine  Institution. 

Mr.  Lloyd  moved  so  to  amend  the  bill  as  to  re- 
serve to  Congress  the  power  at  any  time  to  repeal 
the  act,  and  to  give  it  duration  until  Congress 
should  so  repeal  it — instead  of  incorporating  it  un- 
conditionally and  positively  for  the  term  of  thirty 
years,  as  the  bill  stood.  Mr.  L.  also  adverted  to 
the  anticipated  utility  of  the  institution,  and  to 
some  of  the  reasons  in  its  support. 

After  some  debate  between  Mr.  Roberts,  (who 
was  opposed  to  the  bill  altogether,  and  not  satisfied 
with  the  proposed  amendment)  and  Mr.  Lbovn, 
the  amendment  was  adopted. 

On  the  motion  also  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  bill  was 


1 

I 


243 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


244 


245 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


246 


Senate. 


Grant  of  Land  to  Louitiana. 


January,  18S1. 


January,  1821. 


Virginia  MilUary  Lands. 


Senate. 


further  so  amended,  as  to  require  from  the  Presi- 1 
dent  of  the  Institution  on  oath  an  annual  report  of  ^ 
their  property,  funds,  receipts,  expenditures,  dec, 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  by  him  to  • 
be  laid  before  Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  several  other  amend-  ; 
ments  were  made  to  the  details  of  the  bill — amonest ' 
them  an  obligation  on  the  managers  to  provide  for 
the  vaccination  of  indigent  persons,  free  of  any  ; 
charge.    Mr.  L.  having  gone  through  the  bill, 

Mr.  Roberts  entered  into  a  very  general  review  ' 
of  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  to  show  their  inade-  ' 
quacy  to  the  objects  contemplated  by  the  friends 
of  the  measure,  as  well  as  their  objectionable  char- 
acter in  some  respects ;  and  having  some  doubts  i 
of  the  constitutionality  of  the  bill  in  its  present 
shape,  which  question,  however,  he  did  not  discuss. 

Mr.  Lloyd  rose  to  reply  to  Mr.   R.,  when,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Talbot,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  ' 
table.  ! 

GRANT  OF  LAND  TO  LOUISL\N.\.  i 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  I 
bill  for  granting  to  the  State  of  Louisiana  a  piece  j 
of  public  land  in  the  countv  of  Point  Coupee,  | 
whereon  to  establish  a  school  for  the  use  of  the  j 
people  of  that  county.  The  bill  was  so  amended  i 
yesterday  as  to  grant  to  the  State  the  pre-emption  j 
right  only. 

Mr.  Lloyd  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
that  it  might  be  taken  up  in  connexion  with  the 
proposition  to  grant  to  the  old  States  donations  of 
the  public  lands  for  the  benefit  of  education,  cor- 
responding to  those  which  have  been  conferred  on 
the  new  States,  deeming  the  two  subjects  similar 
in  their  character. 

Mr.  Brown  spoke  to  show  that  the  present  bill 
had  no  connexion  in  principle  with  the  important 

{>roposition  referred  to ;  that  this  was  a  small  iso- 
ated  piece  of  land  necessary  to  the  people  of  the 
county  of  Point  Coupee  for  the  purpose  contem- 
plated; that  the  State  would  be  willing  to  pay  for 
It  the  small  sum  which  the  minimum  price  would 
amount  to,  but  that  it  would  not  be  worth  the  cost 
of  sending  a  United  States  surveyor  one  hundred 
miles  to  survey  it,  make  out  a  plat,  and  set  it  up 
to  sale,  &c.  He  thought  Congress  might  safely 
make  a  donation  of  it  to  the  State,  without  dan- 
ger of  establishing  any  litigated  principle;  but 
that  there  could  be  no  objection  to  the  bill  now, 
he  thought,  as  it  proposed  simply  to  give  the  State 
a  pre-emption  right  to  the  land,  &c. 

Mr.  Lloyd  replied  to  Mr.  Brown,  and  argued 
in  support  of  the  objections  which  he  had  at  first 
suggested  against  acting  on  this  bill  now,  which, 
if  It  were  passed  in  its  present  shape,  would  be 
used  as  an  argument  against  the  proposition  he 
had  referred  to. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table — ayes  22. 


i, 


Friday.  January  26.      ' 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred,  by  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  of  the  29th  December  last,  the 


memorial  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common- 
alty of  the  city  of  New  York  ;  and  the  report  wau 
read,  and  together  with  the  memorial  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  President  also  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting,  in  obe- 
dience to  a  resolution  of  the  16th  instant,  statements 
showing  the  state  of  the  several  banks  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  ;  and  the  letter  and  statements 
were  read. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  Kon-na-noo-lus-kee  or  Chalange,  a  na- 
tive of  the  Cherokee  nation  of  Indians,  praying 
that  the  life  estate  to  a  reservation  of  lana  in  the 
State  of  Alabama,  secured  to  him  by  the  treaty 
with  said  nation  in  1817,  may  be  extended  to  a 
fee-HmpU  estate,  or  that  he  may  be  permitted  to 
purchase  the  same  at  the  minimum  price,  with  a 
reasonable  time  to  accomplish  the  payment ;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  memorial  of  Rich- 
ard S.  Hackley,  late  Consul  of  the  United  States 
at  Cadiz,  praying  to  be  remunerated  for  certain 
disbursements  made  by  him  in  the  discharge  of 
his  official  duties ;  and  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Lan.man  presented  the  petition  of  Abel 
Sholes,  of  Connecticut,  praying  an  increase  of  his 
pension  ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  John  Low- 
den,  of  South  Carolina,  praying  to  be  refunded 
the  amount  of  an  export  bond  paid  at  the  custom 
house  at  Charleston,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  pe- 
tition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
Greneral  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  pray- 
ing permission  to  tax  the  lands  sold  by  the  United 
States  ;  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolu- 
tion, that  the  prayer  oi  the  memorialists  ought  not 
to  be  granted.     The  report  and  petition  were  read. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize  the  clerk  of  the  District 
Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  District  of  Lou- 
isiana to  appoint  a  deputy  to  aid  him  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  his  office;  and  the  bill  was 
twice  read  bv  unanimous  consent ;  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Thomas,  it  was  agreed  to 
reconsider  the  vote  of  yesterday  on  ordering  the 
bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nicholas  Jar- 
rott,"  to  be  read  a  third  time ;  and  it  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  ot  Jacob 
Barker;  and  it  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  McNair,  and 
the  bill  to  establish  the  district  of  Blakeley,  were 
severally  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathan  Ford  was  read 
the  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 


Samuel  Tucker,  late  a  captain  in  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States ;  and  it  was  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  further  to  establish 
the  compensation  of  the  officers  employed  in  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  and 
for  other  purposes ;  and  it  was  postjioned  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com-  j 
mitteeofthe  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gen-  i 
eral  Robert  Swartwout ;  and  it  was  postponed  to 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wnole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
Hoffman  ;  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of 
Louisiana,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  concerning  Thomas 
Shields  and  others ;  and  it  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  John  Gooding 
and  James  Williams ;  and  it  was  postponed  to 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Daniel  McDuff ;"  and  it  was  post- 
poned to  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  re- 
solution from  the  House  of  Representatives,  au- 
thorizing the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  astronomical  observations  to  be  made  to 
ascertain  the  longitude  of  the  Capitol,  in  the  city 
of  Washington,  from  some  known  meridian  in 
Europe,  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  DicKERSON,  from  the  committee  to  which 
was  referred  the  resolution  proposing  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as 
it  respects  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  and  Representatives  to 
Congress,  reported  the  same  with  an  amendment, 
(to  make  it  imperative  on  the  Electoral  Colleges 
to  fill  vacancies,  instead  of  merely  authorizing 
them  to  do  so  ;)  which  report  was  read. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Patience  Gordon  passed  through  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Thos. 
Sloo  and  John  Caldwell,  the  register  and  receiver 
of  public  moneys  at  Shawneetown,  praying  an 
increase  of  compensation,  made  an  unfavorable 
report  thereon  ;  which  was  read. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  publication  of  private 
acts  of  Congress  and  Indian  treaties  in  some  one 
newspaper  in  the  city  of  Washington,  was  taken  up 
in  the  Committee  ot  the  Whole,  where  it  was  ex- 
plained by  Mr.  Eaton  ;  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  certain  lots  in 
the  public  reservation  No.  10,  in  Washington 
city,  being  taken  up,  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 


Horsey,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  with  the  view 
of  allowing  to  an  individual  who  conceives  his 
private  rights  affected  by  the  bill,  time  to  make 
his  representation  to  the  Senate  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Eaton,  having  obtained  leave,  introduced 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  of  last  session,  for 
the  relief  of  John  Harding,  Giles  Harding,  John 
Shute,  and  John  Nichols ;  which  was  read. 

VIRGINIA  MILITARY  LANDS. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House  for  extending  the 
time  for  locating  Virginia  military  land  warrants 
(for  two  years  longer)  was  taken  up  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

This  subject  gave  rise,  as  usual  when  under 
consideration  heretofore,  to  a  good  deal  of  dis- 
cussion. 

Mr.  Th O.MAS  briefly  explained  to  the  Senate 
the  considerations  in  favor  of  extending  the  in- 
dulgence proposed  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  thought  it  was  time 
that  something  explicit  was  done,  as  to  the  time 
when  this  subject  should  be  closed,  and  some  re- 
port made  of  the  lands  located,  and  those  which 
remained  for  the  disposal  of  the  United  States, 
&c.  He  gave  a  brief  narrative  of  the  circum- 
stances which  produced  the  reservation  by  Vir- 
ginia, of  the  country  between  the  Sciota  and 
Little  Miami,  for  satisfying  her  military  land 
warrants.  The  body  of  land  in  Ohio,  reserved 
by  Virginia  for  this  purpose,  was  of  great  extent, 
and  the  surplus  belonged  as  much  to  the  United 
States  as  any  other  land  in  that  State;  and  it 
was  time,  he  thought,  that  something  was  done  to 
show  what  quantity  was  left — ^how  this  matter 

stood and  to  begin  to  think  of  some  termination 

to  this  long  standing  subject.  Instead  of  passing 
this  bill  with  an  extension  of  two  or  three  years ; 
he  would  give  but  one  year,  with  an  understand- 
ing, that  it  would  not  be  extended  longer,  unless 
some  explanation  should  be  given  to  justify  it 

Mr.  Barbodr  entered  into  a  history  of  the  sub- 
ject, to  show  the  difficulties  which  had  impeded  a 
final  adjustment  of  this  whole  subject.  He  ad- 
verted to  the  cession  made  by  Virginia  to  the 
Union,  of  all  her  immense  northwestern  posses- 
sions, presumed  then  to  extend  to  the  Pacific  ocean, 
out  of  which  territory  she  had  reserved  a  tract  for 
satisfying  the  pledge  she  had  given  to  her  Revo- 
lutionary officers  and  soldiers.  This  pledge  was 
made  as  well  to  those  of  the  State  line  as  of  the 
Continental  line,  but  in  the  contract  of  cession 
and  reservation,  by  some  unknown  means,  the 
word  Staie  was  omitted  ;  and  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  had  taken  advantage  of  this  omis- 
sion, in  the  face  of  the  most  conclusive  circuna- 
stances,  even  its  recognition  of  the  principle,  in 
one  of  the  articles,  to  reject  all  applications  to 
satisfy  warrants  of  the  State  line.  Mr.  B.  ani- 
madverted on  this  conduct,  which  he  would  not 
characterize  by  the  epithet  which  would  be  ap- 
plied to  it  in  private  life.  Leaving  this  part  of 
the  subject,  Mr.  B.  argued  to  show  that  most  of 
the  persons  originally  possessing  these  unlocaled 
titles,  being  scattered  far  and  wide,  were  either 
ignorant,  or  their  descendants  or  heirs  were  igno- 
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rant,  of  their  title ;  many  of  these  were  orphans, 
who  would  sooner  or  later  learn  their  ri^ht,  and 
claim  it;  that  it  would  be  cruel  and  unjust  to 
foreclose  them,  <&c.,  and  he  defended  the  bill  as  it 
stood. 

Mr.  Trimble  made  some  remarks  explanatory 
of  the  circumstances  of  this  reservation,  and  the 
course  heretofore  pursued  by  Congress,  as  well  as 
by  Virginia ;  the  difficulties  which  had  grown  out 
of  the  conduct  of  Virginia  herself,  from  turning 
out  the  surveyor  appointed  by  the  officers,  &c., 
and  to  show  the  reasons  why  all  the  locations  had 
not  been  made;  one  of  whicn  was  that  the  Indian 
title  to  a  great  part  of  the  tract  between  the  Sci- 
ota  and  Miami  Kad  not  until  recently  (a  part  of  it 
as  late  as  1818)  been  extinguished,  and  which  of 
course  could  not  previously  be  located.  He  was 
decidedly  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  great  in- 

i'ustice  in  Congress  to  refuse  ample  time  for  the 
ocation  of  those  warrants. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  thought  this  a  ques- 
tion simply  whether  Congress  would  enforce  the 
principles  of  the  statute  of  limitations  against  the 
just  claims  of  the  poor  war-worn  soldier,  or  hb 
friendless  orphans.  Against  such  a  course  he  pro- 
tested and  reasoned.  These  claims  had  lost  no 
pert  of  their  validity  by  delay ;  much  less  had 
they  be^  forfeited;  and  he  did  not  believe  it 
could,  he  hoped  it  could  not,  ever  become  a  seri- 
ous question  in  Congress  whether  time  should  be 
allowed  for  them  to  be  brought  in. 

Mr.  Thomas  referred  to  the  several  acts  of 
Congress  on  the  subject,  and  spoke  as  to  the  legis- 
lative history  of  this  subject,  illustrative  of  the 
propriety  and  justice  of  extending  the  full  time 
proposed. 

Mr.  RoGGLEs,  of  Onio,  moved  to  strike  out  ttfo 
years,  and  insert  one  year  as  the  time  of  extension. 
He  argued  that  those  lands  which  were  not  taken 
up  by  the  warrants,  remained  unsettled ;  and  that 
the  farther  extension  of  indulgence  operated  to 
prevent  the  populating  of  the  country  in  question; 
that  there  ought  to  be  some  limit  established  to 
this  indulgence,  and  he  thought  one  year  more 
would  enable  Congress  to  judge  when  this  limit 
could  be  fixed,  and  a  termination  be  put  to  this 
drawback  on  the  settlement  of  the  country. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Barboor, 
Talbot,  and  Thimble  ;  and  it  was  negatived 
without  a  division. 

The  bai  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 


% 


MoHUAY,  January  29. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  statements  ex- 
hibiUng  the  contracts  which  were  made  by  the 
quartermaster  general,  commissary  general  ot  sub- 
sistence, the  ordnance  department,  the  commis- 
sary general  of  purchases,  and  the  epgineer  de- 
partmen^ln  the  year  1820;  and  the  letter  and 
statements  were  read. 

Mr.  Horsey  presented  the  petition  of  the  pre- 
sMlent  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  and 
Uie  petition  of  the  directors  of  the  Patriotic  Baak 


of  Washington,  severally  praving  an  extension  of 
the  charters  of  the  said  banks  respectively ;  and 
the  petitions  were  read,  and  severally  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition  of  Harriet 
Shackerley  and  others,  surviving  children  of  Pe- 
ter Shackerley,  who  was  slain  on  board  the  frigate 
Chesapeake,  in  the  rencounter  with  the  British 
frigate  Leopard,  in  1807,  praying  to  be  allowed  a 
stipend  equal  to  that  proffered  by  the  British  Qoi- 
ernment,  to  the  families  of  those  killed  on  that 
o«casion ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  praying  that  such  an  increase  of  the 
naval  force  of  the  United  Slates  on  the  south- 
western coast  of  America  may  be  made,  as  will 
afford  sufficient  protection  to  tne  commerce  of  the 
United  States  in  that  quarter ;  and  the  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations. 

Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  petition  of  Stephen 
F.  Northam  and  others,  of  Rhode  Island,  mer- 
chants, representing  that  they  took  out  license  in 
the  year  1815,  for  distilling  spirits  from  molasses 
for  one  year  ;  that  a  few  days  after  their  distillery 
was  inundated,  and  so  much  injured  by  the  vio- 
lent gale  of  wind  and  flood  of  tide,  which  at  that 
time  happened,  as  to  suspend  its  operation  nearly 
half  the  year,  and  praying  that  so  much  of  the 
money  paid  for  said  license  may  be  restored  to 
them,  as  will  be  equal  to  the  lime  the  distillery 
remained  inoperative ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Watson  Brown,  of  Louisiana,  praying  a 
grant  of  land  in  consideration  of  military  services ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  George  Jack- 
son, made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution, 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted.  The  report  and  resolution  were  read.  ' 
Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  petition  of  J.  L.  B.  Ma- 
carty,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  J.  L.  B.  Macarty  ;  and  the  report  and 
bill  were  read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James  VUJerc, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  comnaittee,  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred  by  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  19th  instant,  made  a  report  an 
the  claim  of  Matthew  B.  Cathey,  accompanied  by 
a  resolution,  that  the  petitioner's  claim  ought  not 
to  be  allowed.  The  report  and  resolution  were 
read. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  wa*  referred  the  memorial  of  E.  B.  Cleta- 
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son,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution, 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  dot  to  be 
granted.     The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  last  mentioned  com- 
mittee, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Han- 
son Catlett,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  reso- 
lution, that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not 
to  be  granted.  Tne  report  and  resolution  were 
read. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William 
Smith,  jr.,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  reso- 
lution, that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  refused. 
The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  on  the  memorial 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana, 
praying  permission  to  tax  certain  lands ;  and  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Tho.mas,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  on  the  memorial 
of  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  Land  Office  at 
Shawneetown  ;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  re- 
solved that  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition 
of  Jacob  Barker ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  King  of 
New  York,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  passed  on  the 
5th  of  April,  1820,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  John  Harding,  Giles  Harding,  John  Shute,  and 
John  Nichols,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committe  of  Claims. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Patience  Gordon,  widow,  deceased,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  passed  on  the 
11th  of  May,  1820,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
for  the  publication  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  extend  the  time  for  locating  Vir- 
ginia military  land  warrants,  and  returning  sur- 
reys thereon  to  the  Greneral  Land  Office,"  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  spent  some  time  in  considering  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Commodore  Samuel  Tucker ; 
which  bill  was  advocated  at  some  length  by  Mr. 
Walker  of  Georgia.  The  bill  was  then  post- 
poned to  Wednesday. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  to  es- 
tablish the  compensation  of  the  officers  employed 
in  the  collection  of  imports  and  tonnage,  and  for 
other  purposes ;  and  having  amended  the  same, 
the  Senate  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  January  30. 
Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  signed  by  a 
number  of  individuals,  concerned,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, as  purchasers  of  public  lands  prior  to  the 
law  "  making  further  provision  for  the  sale  of 
public  lands,"  suiing,  that  said  law  operates  in- 


juriously upon  them,  and  praying  that  they  may 
oe  permitted  to  apply  the  payments  already  made 
to  such  portion  oi  their  entries  as  such  payments 
will  cover  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  that  the 
residue  may  revert  to  the  United  States ;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  laid  on  the  table  sun- 
dry resolutions  adopted  at  an  assemblage  of  the 
citizens  of  the  city  of  New  York,  consisting  of  the 
most  respectable  merchants,  landlords,  and  others, 
declaring  the  pernicious  and  injurious  effects  upon 
commerce  from  sales  at  auction,  under  the  exist- 
ing system ;  which  were  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  concerning  the  col- 
lection of  public  moneys,  reported  the  same  with 
amendments ;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  PubKc 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  <he  relief  of  Daniel  Seward,"  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
regulate  the  location  of  land  warrants,  and  the 
issuing  of  patents  in  certain  cases;"  reported  it 
with  amendments,  which  were  read. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  L.  B.  Macarty  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolution  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
to  suspend  the  recruiting  service  lor  a  limited 
time  ;  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition  of  George 
Jackson  ;  and  it  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  John  Webster ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  establish  the  district  of  Pearl  river ;"  and  a  bilL 
entitled  "An  act  further  to  regulate  the  entry  of 
merchandise  imported  into  the  United  States  from 
any  adjacent  territory ;"  in  which  bills  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  tne  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read, and  severally  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Hardeman,  which  was  read. 

The  reports  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  un- 
favorable to  the  petitions  of  Matthew  B.  Cathey, 
of  E.  B.  Clemson,  of  Hanson  Catlett,  and  that  of 
the  Committee  of  Finance  against  the  petition  of 
William  Smith,  jun.,  were  severally  considered 
and  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  further  to  establish 
the  compensation  of  the  officers  employed  in  the 
collection  of  the  customs,  and  spent  some  time  in 
maturing  its  details. 

In  the  course  of  its  consideration,  Mr.  Holmes, 
of  Maine,  submitted  the  yit\fs  which  governed 
him  in  proposing  this  measure,  and  referred  to 
various  facts  touching  probable  abuses,  in  the 
illegal  conYersion  of  public  funds  to  prirate  emola» 
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mrat,  to  show  the  expediencjr  of  the  bill,  as  well 
in  regard  to  the  prevention  of  these  abuses/ as  to 
the  object  of  retrenchment  and  economy.  Before 
the  bill  was  gone  through — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  who  wished  a  little 
further  time  to  examine  its  important  provisions, 
the  bill  was  postponed  to  Thursday. 

The  bill  concerning  Thomas  Shields  and  others, 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  in 
which  it  was  explained  by  Mr.  Pleasants,  and 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

RELIEF  TO  LAND  PURCHASERS. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  purchasers  of  public  lands.  The  question 
under  consideration  was  an  amendment  offered  by 
Mr.  Thomas,  in  substance,  to  extend  the  provis- 
ions of  the  bill  to  those  who  hold  lands  under  the 
original  purchasers  from  the  public. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  submitted  at  large  his 
views  of  the  policy  of  this  bill,  and  the  reasons 
which  claimed  his  support  of  it — stating  his  ideas 
of  the  mode  and  measure  of  relief  proper  to  be 
granted  to  the  different  classes  of  purchasers,  &c. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Thomas  was 
agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Various  other  amendments  were  adopted  on 
successive  motions  of  Mr.  Thomas,  making  its 
provisions  more  extensively  applicable  to  the  vari- 
ous classes  of  purchasers;  as  well  as  m  other  fea- 
tures of  its  detail. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  moved  an  amend- 
ment going  to  extend  the  proposed  discount  to  the 
wholt  amount  of  purchase  money,  instead  of  mere- 
ly on  the  sum  remaining  due:  in  support  of  which 
he  referred  to  the  reasons  submitted  by  him  some 
days  ago  in  favor  of  such  a  provision. 

A  debate  of  some  length  took  place  on  this  pro- 
position ;  in  which  it  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Van 
Dyke,  Lowrie,  and  King,  of  New  York,  and 
was  defended  by  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama. 

The  proposed  amendment  was  ultimately  re- 
jected without  a  division. 

The  blank  in  which  to  insert  the  discount  con- 
templated to  be  allowed  to  these  purchasers  on 
their  payments,  Mr.  Thomas  moved  to  fill  with 
"thirty-seven  and  a  half  per  cent. 

This  motion  produced  likewise  some  debate, 
touchmg  the  proper  deduction  to  be  allowed,  dec, 
Messrs.  Lowrie,  and  Kino,  of  New  York,  op- 
posing this  amount. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to 19  to  11. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  moved  an  amendment,  gomg  to 
limit  the  extension  of  the  credit  to  those  who 
have  purchased  no  more  than  two  contiguous 
half  quarter  sections  of  land. 

On  this  motion  considerable  discussion  arose 
in  which  Messrs.  Van  Dyke,  Kino  of  Alabama! 
Edwards,  King  of  New  York,  and  Williams  of 
Mississippi,  took  part. 

Before  the  question  was  taken  on  the  motion 
the  usual  hour  of  adjournment  had  arrived :  and 
about  4  o'clock,  the  Senate  adjourned.  ' 


I 


Wednesday,  January  31. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Postmaster  General,  transmitting  a  statement  of 
all  contracts  made  by  the  Post  Office  Department 
during  the  last  year,  and  a  statement  of  contracts 
made  in  a  former  year ;  and  the  letter  and  state- 
ments were  read. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  or  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .- 

I  transmit  to  CoDgreM  a  report  from  the  SecreUry 
of  the  Trewury,  gubmilting  copies  of  the  instructioot 
given  to  the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  act  of 
the  16lh  of  May,  1820,  authorizing  the  location  of  a 
road  from  Wheeling,  in  the  tiute  of  Virginia,  to  a 
point  on  the  lefl  bank  of  the  Miscissippi  river,  between 
St.  Louis  and  the  mouth  of  the  Illinois  river ;  and 
copies  of  the  report  made  by  the  said  commissionera 
to  the  Treasury  Department,  of  the  progress  they 
have  made  in  the  execution  of  the  duties  prescribed 
by  the  said  act,  together  with  maps  of  the  country 
through  which  the  location  is  to  be  made. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WASHiiroToir,  January  31,  1821. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Joseph  McNiel ;"  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Milne,"  the  bill 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  reliefofLewisH.GuerIa  in;" 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Rod- 
riguez ;"  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Francis  B.  Languille ;"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Bartholomew  Duverge ;"  re- 
ported them  severally  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Puolic 
Lands,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nicholas  Jarrott,"  re- 
ported it  with  amendments  ;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Horsey  presented  the  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Central  Bank  of  George- 
town and  Washington,  in  behalf  of  the  stock- 
holders, praying  that  the  charter  of  said  bank  may 
be  continued,  until  they  can  effectually  close  the 
concerns  thereof;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Webster ;»  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish 
the  district  of  Pearl  river;"  and  the  bill,  entitled 
An  act  further  to  regulate  the  entry  of  merchan- 
dise imported  into  the  United  States  from  any  ad- 
jacent territory ;"  were  severally  read  the  second 
time,  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  Webster,"  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  dis- 
trict of  Pearl  river  ;"  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  further  to  regulate 
the  entry  ol  merchandise  imported  into  the  United 
i^jy°™  any  adjacent  territory,"  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
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the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition  of  James 
Viller^  ;  and  it  was  postponed  to  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  on  the  petition 
of  Thomas  Hardeman ;  and  it  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  theCommittee  on  the  Judiciary, 
obtained  leave  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  John  Bioren  and 
Fielding  Lucas,  booksellers  ;  and  also  (after  some 
discussion  on  the  practicability  of  maturing  any 
thing  on  so  intricate  a  subject  4anng  the  present 
session)  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  in- 
quiry referred  to  that  committee,  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  diminishing,  equalizing,  and  establishing, 
the  fees  of  district  attorneys,  clerks,  and  marshals, 
and  other  officers. 

The  engrossed  bill  concerning  Thomas  Shields 
and  others  was  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  other  House  for  concurrence. 

COMPENSATION  OF  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  Dana,  from  the  select  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  reducing  the  com- 
pensation of  the  members  of  Congress,  and  also 
the  salaries  of  the  principal  and  other  officers  of 
the  Executive  Departments,  at  the  Seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, stated,  that  the  committee  had  made  all 
the  necessary  inquiries,  and  collected  all  requisite 
information  from  the  different  departments  com- 
prehended in  the  scope  of  their  inquiry,  from  the 
year  1790  to  the  year  1820 ;  that  the  committee 
nad  duly  deliberated  on  the  whole  matter  referred 
to  them,  and  that  not  being  able  to  agree  on  any 
specific  report,  embracing  any  system  or  measure 
of  reduction,  partial  or  general,  it  only  remained 
to  state  this  fact  to  the  Senate,  which  he  was  in- 
structed to  do,  and  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject,  that  the  Sen- 
ate might  be  enabled  thus  early  to  take  such  fur- 
ther order  on  it  as  should  to  it  appear  expedient. 

A  good  deal  of  debate  arose  on  the  question  of 
thus  discharging  the  committee  from  the  subject. 
It  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Roberts  and  Smith, 
chiefly  on  the  ground  that,  as  a  specific  inquiry 
had  been  referred,  a  specific  report,  either  for  or 
against  the  object,  ought  to  be  made ;  that  this 
mode  of  disposing  of  such  an  inquiry  was  an  in- 
novation on  legislative  custom ;  that,  as  the  Chair- 
man had,  with  great  industry,  collected  a  mass  of 
information  on  the  subject,  it  was  proper  to  submit 
it  to  the  Senate,  with  an  opinion,  no  matter  how 
concise,  of  the  committee  ;  that,  as  the  committee 
bad  come  to  a  decision  on  the  subject-matter  re- 
ferred to  them,  that  decision  ought  to  be  reported, 
dbc.    Mr.  Macon  thought  the  documents,  at  any 
rate,  ought  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  that  it 
might  have  the  same  light  on  the  subject  as  the 
committee  had. 

The  motion  to  discharge  the  committee  was 
supported  by  Messrs.  Dana,  Stokes,  Otis,  and 
Johnson,  ot  Kentucky,  for  the  reasons,  generally, 
that,  as  the  committee  could  agree  upon  no  plan 
of  reduction,  they  could  come  to  no  practical  con- 
clusion, and  therefore  could  make  no  specific  report 
or  recommendation  ;  that  the  committee  had  tried 


the  question  on  one  salary  and  amount  of  compen- 
sation after  another,  but  a  majority  could  not  unite 
on  any  one  point  of  reduction  ;  that  the  informa- 
tion possessed  by  the  committee  would  be  (and  was 
after  the  discussion  commenced)  laid  before  the 
Senate ;  that  the  mode  now  proposed,  of  dischar- 
ging a  committee  which  could  do  nothing,  was 
the  most  proper,  under  the  circumstances,  the  most 
Parliamentarv  and  logical ;  that  there  was  an  in- 
congruity in  ine  committee's  reporting  it  expedient 
to  do  nothing ;  that  it  would  be  competent  still  for 
any  gentleman,  who  was  dissatisned  with  the 
result,  to  make  any  specific  motion  for  reduction 
in  any  branch  of  the  Government,  dec. 

The  question  being  taken  on  discharging  the 
committee  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Dana,  Edwards,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tacky,  J^nson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Mills, 
Noble,  Otis,  Parrott,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Walker 
of  Georgia,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Chandler,  Dick- 
erson,  E^ton,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King  of  New 
York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Macon, Morril, 
Palmer,  Pinkney,  Pleasants,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  San- 
ford,  Smith,  Thomas,  Tichenor,  Trimble,  Van  Dyke, 
Walker  of  Alabama,  and  Williams  of  Mississippi— -31. 

Mr.  Dana  delivered  in  the  following  report : 
The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  pro- 
priety of  reducing  the  allowances  authorized  by  law 
for  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  and  for  the  Executive 
Departments,  report :  That  they  have  made  inquiry 
according  to  the  resolution  for  their  appointment,  and 
do  not  consider  it  advisable  at  the  present  time  to  pro- 
pose any  reduction  of  legal  allowances  in  the  cases  to 
them  referred.  The  following  resolution  is  accordingly 
submitted : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  reduce  the 
compensation  allowed  by  law  for  the  respective  Houses 
of  Congress,  and  for  the  principal  and  other  officers  in 
the  Executive  Departments. 

The  report  was  read. 

THE  RELIEF  BILL. 

The  Senate,  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  purchasers  of  public  lands — Mr.  Van  Dyke's 
motion  to  amend  the  bill  by  limiting  the  credit  to 
those  whose  purchases  have  not  exceeded  two 
contiguous  half-quarter  sections,  being  still  under 
consideration. 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  amendment 
without  debate,  and  it  was  agreed  to — 16,  to  12. 

The  Senate  spent  much  much  time  in  considering 
other  amendments,  as  well  of  the  original  provisions 
as  of  additional  provisions  proposed  to  be  inserted, 
with  the  view  of  rendering  its  enactments  more  clear, 
of  guarding  them  against  abuse,  &c. ;  in  the  proposi- 
tion and  discussion  of  which  Mes.srs.  Van  Dyke, 
W  ALKEB,  of  Georgia,  King,  Walkbh,  of  Alabama, 
Eaton,  Kino,  of  New  York,  and  Talbot,  took 
part.  Of  these  propositions,  the  following,  ofl'ered 
by  Mr.  Eaton,  as  a  new  section,  was  the  only  one 
which  affected  or  embraced  any  important  principle: 
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And  be  it  further  enaetedj  That  any  purchuer  of 

pabltc  lands  who,  preTious  to  the day  of— — 

Uat,  had  actually  made  a  settlement  on  the  same,  shall 
be  allowed  a' remission  of  all  interest ;  and  twenty-five 
per  cent,  discount  on  the  amount  yet  unpaid,  and 
shall  pay  for  the  residue  in  instalments  of  one,  two, 
years  without  interest :  Provided,  That  the  set- 
tlement of  any  one  quarter  section  or  legal  subdivision 
of  a  fractional  section,  shall  be  deemed  and  held  a  set- 
tlement of  all  contiguous  and  adjoining  quarter  sec- 
tions  or  legal  subdivisions  of  fractional  section,  so  by 
him,  in  his  own  right,  held,  and  possessed,  not  exceed- 
ing one  section. 

This  amendment  was  opposed  for  various  rea- 
sons by  Messrs.  Kino,  of  New  York,  Talbot,  Van 
Dyke,  and  Edwards,  as  inexpedient,  and  incom- 
patible with  the  original  views  which  produced 
the  bill,  which  it  might  endanger ;  and  was  advo- 
cated by  Messrs.  Eato.n,  and  Johxson,  of  Ken- 
tucky, on  the  general  ground  that  the  actual  settlers 
and  cultivators  of  public  lands  ought  to  be  relieved, 
as  well  as  the  very  large  and  very  small  purcha- 
sers, now  only  in  the  contemplation  of  the  bill. 
Mr.  Talbot  was  in  favor  of  confining  the  amend- 
ment to  a  half  section ;  and  Mr.  Johnson,  of 
Kentucky,  was  in  favor  of  one  section.  Mr. 
LowHiB  thought  the  amendment  unnecessary,  and 
was  willing  to  extend  the  class  of  small  purcha- 
sers to  half  a  section  of  land.  Mr.  Eaton  modi- 
fied his  amendment  so  as  to  extend  it  to  one  section 
of  land.  Before  the  question  was  taken  on  the 
amendment,  it  was  with  the  bill  laid  on  the  table 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Senate  then  according  to  the  order  of  the 
day  took  up  the  Bankrupt  bill;  but  before  any 
progress  was  made  in  it,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Thdrsoav,  February  1. 
Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel  Par- 
ker, of  Massachusetts,  praying  that  the  patent 
heretofore  granted  to  him  for  certain  improvements 
in  machmery,  the  limitation  of  which  is  about  to 
expire,  may  be  renewed  ;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Nathaniel  Allen,  reported  a  bill  for 
passing  to  the  credit  of  Nathaniel  Allen  certain 
moneys  by  him  disbursed  in  the  public  service ;  and 

tf*   w*^  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  gave  notice,  that,  to- 
morrow, he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
concerning  the  process  of  execution  issuing  from 
the  sixth  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
district  of  Greorgia. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  biU,  entitled  "An  act  to 
continue  m  force  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  persons  who  were  disabled  by   known  , 
wounds  received  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  I 
tor  other  purposes,"  reported  it  without  amend- ' 
ment. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  the  subject  was  re- 
ferred, reported  a  bill  to  extend  the  charters  of 


certain  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and  tbe 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  JoBNSON,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  ine  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration : 

Resohedj  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  by  law  for  the  erection  of  a  marme 
hospital  at,  or  near  to,  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  for 
the  adnaiMion  of  sick  and  disabled  aeameo  of  the  Uai- 
ted  States,  and  for  the  accommodation  of  sick  and 
disabled  boatmen  who  may  descend  the  Miaaiaaippi 
river. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rosalie  P. 
Deslonde;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Pierre  Dennis  De  La  Ronde ;  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  confirming  the  location  of  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses;" and  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  remove  the 
land  oflSce  in  the  district  of  Lawrence  county,  in 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas ;"  in  which  bills  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  four  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  biU  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rosa- 
lie P.  Deslonde"  was  read  the  second  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Andrew 
Peters  and  others,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by 
a  resolution  that  the  prayer  be  not  granted.  The 
report  and  resolution  were  read. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Hardeman;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Eaton,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  establish  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy 
throughout  the  United  States;  and  it  was  post- 
poned to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Mon- 
day next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  amend  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;"  and  it  wis 
postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for, 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Samuel  Tucker,  late  a  Captain  in  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States;  and  it  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, naade  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition 
of  Louis  Lauret,  of  New  Orleans,  praying  to  be 
admitted  to  the  rights  of  citizenship  earlier  than  is 
prescribed  by  law. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  resolution  to  inquire  whether  any. 
and  if  any  what,  amendments  are  necessary  and 
proper  to  be  made  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  rel- 
ative to  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  declaring  the  officer 
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who  shall  act  as  President  in  case  of  a  vacancy 
in  the  offices  both  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent," passed  March  1, 1792,  made  a  report  that  it 
is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  legislate  further  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Smith  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  also  referred  the  resolution  to  inquire  whether 
any,  and  if  any  what,  provisions  are  necessary  or 
proper  to  be  made  by  law  to  meet  contingencies 
which  may  arise  from  unlawful,  disputed,  or  doubt- 
ful votes,  under  that  part  of  the  twelfth  article  of 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  which  relates  to  counting  the  votes  of  the 
Electors  for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  made  a  report  that  it  is  inexpedient 
at  this  time  to  legislate  on  the  subject. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Chan- 
dler was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter 
from  the  Grovernor  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  transmit- 
ting a  report  of  the  joint  committee  of  the  two 
Houses  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State  on  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  .against 
the  officers  of  the  State  in  the  United  States  circuit 
court. 

Mr.  RuoQLEs  moved  that  the  letter  and  report 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Williams, 
of  Tennessee,  and  Eaton,  for  the  reasons  that  it 
was  a  document  out  of  which  no  legislation  could 
be  expected  to  grow ;  that  the  Senate  had  no  more 
to  do  with  the  report,  or  the  case  to  which  it  re- 
lated, than  any  other  legislative  proceedings  of  the 
States ;  that  it  came  not  from  any  branch  of  the 
Greneral  Grovernment,  but  was  in  the  nature  merely 
of  a  private  paper,  which,  however  curious  mem- 
bers might  be  to  peruse,  the  Senate  in  its  public 
capacity  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  Slc.  Mr.  Ea- 
ton moved,  however,  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Finance,  to  see  if  it  was  of  a  nature 
to  make  the  printing  of  it  necessary,  it  being  so 
long  that  it  bad  not  been  read  in  the  Senate. 

The  motion  to  print  was  supported  by  Messrs. 
Rugglcs,  Talbot,  and  Barbour,  on  the  ground 
generally  that  the  report  was  transmitted  directly 
from  the  government  of  the  State  of  Ohio  to  the 
Senate,  and  that  respect  for  that  State  required 
that  the  document  should  be  treated  in  the  usual 
way  and  be  printed ;  that  it  was  a  document  of  an 
important  character,  relating  to  a  subject  of  great 
national  interest — one  concerning  which  severe 
animadversions  on  the  Stateof  Ohio  had  been  made 
throughout  the  Union ;  that  it  was  a  most  able  and 
ingenious  argument  of  a  great  Constitutional  ques- 
tion, deeply  involving  Slate  rights,  as  well  as  the 
interest  of  the  Greneral  Government. 

The  letter  and  report  were  finally  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ALLOWANCE  OF  DRAWBACKS. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Finance  unfa- 
vorable to  the  petitions  of  Paul  Lanusse  and  of 
F.  Bailly  Blancnard,  of  New  Orleans,  (praying  to 
be  allowed  certain  drawbacks,)  was  taken  up. 
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Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  reverse 
the  report,  and  to  instruct  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance to  bring  in  a  bill  conformable  to  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners. 

Mr.  Brown  supported  the  motion  by  recapitu- 
lating the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  offering 
several  arguments  to  show  that  it  was  justly  and 
reasonably  entitled  to  the  relief  prayed.  Mr.  John- 
son, of  Louisiana,  also  spoke  in  support  of  his 
motion,  and  in  favor  of  relief  for  the  petitioners. 

Messrs.  Dana,  Holmes  of  Maine,  and  Lanman, 
defended  the  report,  and  maintained  the  expedi- 
ency of  enforcing  the  rules  prescribed  by  the  laws. 

The  motion  to  reverse  the  report  was  negatived 
— 18  votes  to  15. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  then  moved  to  sep- 
arate the  two  cases,  by  instructing  the  Committee 
of  Finance  to  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  F.  Bailly 
Blanchard  only. 

After  considerable  debate,  in  which  the  motion 
was  supported  by  Messrs;  Brown,  Johnson  of 
Louisiana,  and  Mills,  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Lanman  and  Holmes,  this  amendment  was  also 
negatived — 19  to  16 — and  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee was  concurred  in. 

RELIEF  BILL. 

The  Senate  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  public 
land — the  following  additional  section,  offered  yes- 
terday by  Mr.  Eaton,  being  still  under  consider- 
ation : 

"And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  purchaser  of 

public  lands,  who,  previous  to  the  day  of  — — 

last,  had  actually  made  a  settlement  on  the  same,  shall 
be  allowed  a  remission  of  all  interest,  and  twenty-five 
per  centum  discount  on  the  amount  yet  unpaid  ;  and 
shall  pay  for  the  residue  in  instalments  of  one,  two, 
years,  without  interest :  Provided,  That  the  set- 
tlement of  any  one  quarter  section,  or  legal  subdivision 
of  a  fractional  section,  shall  be  deemed  and  held  a 
settlement  of  all  contiguoua  and  adjoining  quarter  sec- 
tions, or  legal  subdivision  of  fractional  sections,  so  by 
him  in  his  own  right  held  and  possessed,  not  exceed- 
ing  one  section." 

This  amendment  was  again  debated  at  some 
length — Messrs.  King  of  New  York.  Noble,  Tal- 
bot, and  Van  Dyke,  opposing  it  for  various  rea- 
sons as  impolitic,  and  at  variance  with  the  main 
object  in  view — the  diminution  of  the  debt; — and 
Messrs.  Eaton,  Ruggles,  and  Smith,  advocating 
it,  as  essential  to  render  the  bill  just  and  impartid 
in  its  provisions.  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  King  of 
New  York,  entered  more  largely  into  this  question, 
as  well  as  into  the  policy  of  the  bill  generally,  and 
of  the  proper  mode  and  extent  of  relief. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  spoke  in  favor  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  amendment,  to  which  the  only  objec- 
tion, in  his  opinion,  was  the  difficulty  of  the  dis- 
crimination. 

The  amendment  was  ultimately  negatived  with- 
out a  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  a  pro- 
viso was  inserted  in  the  bill  substantially  to  make 
the  new  instalments  of  credit  commence  at  the 
expiration  of years  respectively  from  the 
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days  of  purchase,  in  the  cases  of  those  whose  final 
payments  are  not  yet  due. 

The  amendment  adopted  yesterday  to  confine 
the  proposed  extension  of  credit  to  those  whose 
purchases  have  '•  not  exceeded  two  contiguous  half 
quarter  sections,"  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rugoles, 
reconsidered ;  and  then 

Mr.  Talbot  moved  to  modify  the  amendment, 
so  as  to  read  ''"not  exceeding  four  contiguous  half 
quarter  sections,"  and  supported  his  motion  by 
sundry  arguments. 

The  modification  was  agreed  to,  and,  in  this 
shape,  the  amendment  was  again  agreed  to. 

Some  other  amendments  were  offered,  but,  before 
any  one  of  consequence  was  acted  on,  it  had  be- 
come late,  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Friday,  February  2. 
The  President  communicated  a  letter  from  the  •  •  i  •  u 

Postmaster  General,  transmitting  a  list  of  unpro-    of  Louis  Lauret ;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith, 


Dennis  De  La  Ronde ;"  "An  act  authorizinc  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  remore  the  land 
office  in  the  district  of  Lawrence  county,  in  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas;"  and  "An  act  confirming 
the  location  of  the  seat  of  government  of  the  Stale 
of  Illinois,  and  for  other  purposes,"  were  severally 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Pierre 
Dennis  De  La  Ronde"  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  remove  the  land  office 
in  the  district  of  Lawrence  county,  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Arkansas,"  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
confirming  the  location  of  the  seat  of  government 
of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  for  other  purposes," 
were  severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the  memorial 


ductive  post  roads;  and  the  letter  and  list  were 
read. 

Mf-  Sanford  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Vaughan,  sailingmaster  in  the  Navy,  praying  to 
be  allowed  prize-money  for  the  destruction  of  two 
vessels  of  the  enemy  in  the  late  war ;  and  the  pe- 
tition was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Afiairs. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  were  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Hunsinger,  and  the 
bill,  entitled  'An  act  extending  the  time  for  issu- 
ing and  locating  military  land  warrants  to  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  army,"  reported 
them  severally  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Lowrie,  from  ihe  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  James  Brady,"  reported  it  with  an  amendment; 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  Sanfohd,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Archibald 
Gracie  &  Sons,  and  others,  reported  a  bill  to  ex- 
tend the  time  for  unlading  vessels  arriving  from 
foreign  ports  in  certain  cases ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  me- 
morial of  the  Bank  of  Potomac,  reported  a  bill  to 
extend  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Potomac  ;  which 
was  read,  and  pa.ssed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Dickerson,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  district 
of  Pearl  river,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment ""^ 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  gave  notice  that, 
on  Monday  next,  he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  establish  a  new  land  office  in  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  and  for  the  better  regulation  of  cer- 
tain land  districts  in  the  States  of  Alabama  and 
Mississippi. 

The  bill  for  passing  to  the  credit  of  Nathaniel 
Allen  certain  moneys  by  him  disbursed  in  the  pub- 
lic service,  and  the  bills  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
Bentatives,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Pierre 


resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  memorialist  be  not 
granted,  and  that  he  have  leave  to  withdraw  his 
papers. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the  resolution 
of  the  13th  of  December,  directing  them  to  inquire 
if  any,  and  what,  provisions  are  necessary  to  be 
made  by  law  to  meet  contingencies  which  may 
arise  from  unlawful  votes  under  that  part  of  the 
twelfth  article  of  the  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion which  relates  to  counting  the  votes  of  the 
Electors  for  President  and  Vice  President,  and 
concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the  resolution 
of  the  13th  of  December,  directing  them  to  inquire 
if  any,  and  what,  amendments  are  necessary  to  be 
made  to  the  act  "relative  to  the  election  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
declaring  the  officer  who  shall  act  as  President  in 
case  of  vacancies  in  the  offices  both  of  President 
and  Vice  President,"  and  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
yesterday,  instructing  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  establishing  a  marine  hospital  at  New 
Orleans ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  memorial  of 
Andrew  Peters,  and  others,  officers  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary army;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith, 
resolved  that  tne  prayer  be  not  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  peti- 
tion of  James  Villere ;  and  it  was  postponed  to 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  took  up  and  considered,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  authorizing  the  sale 
of  certain  grounds  belonging  to  the  United  States 
in  the  City  of  Washington,  which  was  amended, 
and  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House  ac- 
cordingly ;  and,  the  amendments  having  been 
concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  SmitBj  from  the  Committee  on  the  Jadi- 
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ciary.  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  Sutes 
for  the  district  of  Louisiana,  to  appoint  a  deputy 
to  aid  him  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his 
office ;  and  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  time*  of  hold- 
ing the  district  court  in  the  northern  district  of 
New  York,"  reported  them  severally  without 
amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mis?issinpi,  it 
was  agreed  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  yesterday  on 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  on  the 
memorial  of  Paul  Lanusse  and  F.  Bailly  Bian- 
cbard ;  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  report  to  the  Senate 
what  proceedings  have  been  had  in  relation  to  the 
claim  of  John  H.  Piatt,  authorized  to  be  liqui- 
dated and  settled  by  an  act  of  the  8th  day  of  May, 
1820;  and  that  he  report  how,  and  upon  what 
principles,  reasons,  and  construction  of  the  law, 
the  said  claimant  attempts  to  support  his  claim. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  other  House,  to  fix  the  Peace 
Establishment  of  the  Army,  reported  a  substitute 
for  the  whole  bill. 

Mr.  Williams  also  laid  on  the  table  an  esti- 
mate of  the  comparative  expenses  of  the  arrav, 
under  the  organization  of  the  last  mentioned  bill, 
as  it  passed  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
that  ol  the  proposed  substitute,  which  was  read. 

RELIEF  TO  LAND  PURCHASERS. 

The  Senate  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  relieve  the 
purchasers  of  public  lands. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  after  some  remarks  on 
the  details  of  the  bill,  and  explanatory  of  his  ideas 
of  the  proper  principles  on  which  the  proposed  relief 
ought  to  DC  granted,  to  obtain  the  great  object  in 
view — the  prospective  abolition  of  the  land  debt, 
and  the  complete  payment  for  all  that  portion  of 
the  land  which  shall  be  retained  by  the  purcha- 
sers— suggested  a  substitute  for  the  first  section  of 
the  bill  (which  he  had  heretofore  informally  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate.) 

Mr.  Otis  stated  the  perplexity  under  which  he 
labored,  owing  to  the  various  principles  that  bad 
been  inserted  in  the  bill,  and  the  different  doctrines 
which  had  been  urged  in  the  course  of  its  pro- 
tracted consideration ;  he  therefore  moved  that 
the  bill  be  recommitted  to  a  select  committee,  that 
its  details  might  be  so  digested  as  to  promise  the 
early  and  general  concurrence  of  the  Senate  in 
the  plan  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Lowrie  and  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama;  thought 
certain  points  in  the  bill,  yet  undecided,  ought  to 
have  the  sense  of  the  Senate  expressed  thereon 
before  it  should  be  recommitted  ;  and  Mr.  Walk- 
er, of  Alabama,  considered  that  all  the  principles 
of  the  bill  ought  to  be  previously  settled  by  the 
Senate,  and  proceeded  at  some  length  to  contro- 
vert in  part  the  opinions  advanced  by  Mr.  Kino, 
of  New  York.  Messrs.  Ruggles,  Noble,  John- 
80K,  of  Kentucky,  and  Edwards,  opposed  any 


recommitment,  as  promising  nothing  valuable  in 
smoothing  the  way  of  the  bill ;  and  the  certain 
effect  would  be  delay.  Messrs.  King,  of  New 
York,  and  Van  Dyke  advocated  the  recommit- 
ment, from  a  belief  that  it  would  accelerate  its 
consummation,  and  produce  a  greater  d^ee  of 
unanimity  in  its  passage,  &c. 

The  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  was  negatived: 
ayes  13,  noes  20. 

Mr.  Thomas  moved  that  the  number  of  annual 
instalments  by  which  the  debt  remaining  due  shall 
be  discharged,  be  eight. 

Mr.  Eaton  was  opposed  to  so  long  a  credit,  and 
argued  to  show  the  propriety  of  a  more  limited 
number  of  instalments.  Messrs.  Rcgqles,  Johh- 
soN,  of  Kentucky,  Noble,  and  Edwards,  advo- 
cated the  motion  to  fill  the  blank  with  eigfU  years, 
as  an  extent  of  credit,  under  the  circumstances  ot 
the  times,  and  the  condition  of  forfeiture  annexed, 
no  more  than  proper. 

The  motion  to  fill  the  blank  with  eight,  was 
agreed  to  without  a  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Talbot,  a  new  section  was 
inserted  in  the  bill,  (similar  to  a  provision  offered 
previously  by  Mr.  Van  Dyke,)  principally  further 
to  secure  the  terms  of  the  act  from  evasion  or  im- 
position. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  to  add  the  following  section 
to  the  bill : 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  til  sums  due,  or 
which  may  hereafter  become  doe,  to  the  United  Butee, 
on  accoant  of  any  purchase  of  public  lands  heretofore 
made,  may  be  discharged  by equal  aanaal  instal- 
ments, which  shall  be  paid  on  the  first  day  of  December 
in  each  successive  year,  together  with  so  much  interest 
as  shall  have  accrued  on  each  instalment  from  the 
time  such  instalment  became  due,  according  to  the 
term's  of  the  original  sale.  And  upon  the  failure  of 
any  such  purchaser  to  pay  any  of  the  aforesaid  instal- 
ments on  the  day  that  such  instalment  shall  become 
due,  the  said  land  on  which  such  instalment  shall  be 
doe  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  United  Sutea:  Provided, 
That  any  person  or  persons  taking  the  benefit  of  this 
provbion  shall  be  ezcloded  from  all  other  benefits  offer- 
ed by  this  act. 

Mr.  S.  deemed  this  the  only  legitimate  or  salu- 
tary provision  which  could  be  made  by  Congress 
for  the  alleviation  of  the  public  land  debtors^  and 
argued  at  some  length  in  support  of  his  proposition. 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  amendment, 
without  further  debate,  and  was  negatived— 
ayes  10. 

The  blank  in  the  bill,  left  to  fix  the  period  at 
which  payment  of  any  sum  due,  or  becoming  due, 
must  be  made,  to  entitle  the  purchaser  to  the  dis- 
count of  thirty-seven  and  a  half  per  cent  on  such 
payment,  was,  after  some  debate  as  to  the  time 
most  expedient,  filled  with  the  first  day  of  AprU^ 
eighteen  hundred  and  ttoenty-tvo. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  as 
amended,  and  all  the  amendments  agreed  to  with- 
out objection,  except  that  one  which  fixes  the  dis- 
count to  be  allowed  for  the  prompt  payment  at 
thirty-9even  and  a  half  per  cent. 

This  amendment  Mr.  Lowrie  moved  to  substi- 
tute with  the  deduction  of  tweniy-Jive  per  cent. 
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This  motion  was  negatived,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows : 

YxAB — Mewrs.  Chandler.  Dickerson,  Hor»ey,  Hun- 
ter, King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie, 
Macon,  MUU,  Morril,  OUb,  Palmer,  Ptrrott,  PleaaanU, 
RoberU,  Sanford,  Smith.  Tichenor,  and  Van  Dyke— 20. 

Nats— Messra.  Brown,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Holmea  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Miaaiasippi, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  King  of  Alabama,  Lloyd,  Noble, 
Rogglea,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Taj  lor,  Thomas,  Trimble, 
"Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia,  and  Wil- 
liamB  of  Misaissippi — 21. 

The  bill  was  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Macon, 
recommitted  to  the  Land  Committee,  with  the 
Tiew  of  revising  merely  its  phraseology,  and  to 
report  any  corrections  ol  form  which  may  be  ren- 
dered necessary  therein  by  the  various  modifica- 
tions which  it  has  undergone  in  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  February  5. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  a  statement 
of  the  Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  show- 
ing the  amount  of  the  appropriations  for  the  Navy 
Department  for  the  year  1820;  and  the  balances 
remaining  unexpended  in  the  Treasury  on  the 
31st  of  December  last ;  and  the  letter  and  stat^ 
ment  were  read. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Duffie,  executor  of  Captain  William  Sloo,  de- 
ceased, praying  payment  of  three  certificates  issued 
to  the  deceased  by  the  Quartermaster  Gfeneral,  for 
services  rendered  in  the  R^olulionary  war ;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Mr.  Dana  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Sizer,  one  of  the  surviving  officers  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary army,  praying  that  the  benefit  of  the  late 
act  of  Congress,  granting  pensions  to  the  indigent 
surviving  oflBcers  and  soldiers  of  that  army,  may 
be  extended  to  him;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  Committee  of  Finance, 
made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of 
John  Lowden;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
other  House,  for  the  relief  of  the  family  of  the 
late  Commodore  Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Thomas  H.  Boyles ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  T.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Clarissa  Scott;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  certain  public 
lots  in  the  City  of  Washington,  was  read  the 
third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  other  House  for 
concurrence. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  charters  of  certain  banks 
in  the  District  of  Columbia ;  the  bill  to  extend  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  Potomac ;  and  the  bill  to 


extend  the  time  for  unlading  vessels  arriving  from 
foreign  ports,  in  certain  cases,  were  severally  read 
the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition 
of  George  Jackson;  and  it  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  authorizing  the  repair  of  a  sea  wall  at  the 
Isles  of  Shoals,  and  for  other  purposes,  reported  it 
with  an  amendment ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Land.*!,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  purchasers  of  public  lands,  prior  to  the 
first  day  of  July,  1820,  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments ;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  to  wnich  was  referred 
the  petition  of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  New 
YorK  on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  retrocede  to 
the  city  of  New  York  the  piece  of  ground  therein 
called  the  Battery;  which  bill  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  further  to  establish  the  compensation  of  the 
officers  of  the  customs,  and  for  other  purposes,  and 
spent  some  time  in  maturing  its  details;  after 
which,  it  was  further  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

COMPENSATION  TO  MEMBERS. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  report  of  the  select 
committee,  appointed  on  the  subject,  adverse  to 
the  propriety  of  at  this  time  making  any  reduction 
in  the  compensation  of  the  members  of  Congress, 
or  officers  of  the  Executive  Departments. 

Mr.  RoRERTs  moved  to  amend  the  report  by 
striking  out  the  resolution  of  the  committee,  and 
inserting  the  foUowmg  matter  as  a  substitute: 

"  lUtolved,  That  hereaAer  the  compenaation  of  the 
members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
and  the  delegatea  from  territorica,  ought  to  be  —— 
dollars  for  every  Jay  they  ahall  reapecUvely  attend  on 

their  duties,  and  dollar*  for  every  twenty  miles 

they  may  neceMarily  travel,  respectively,  in  going  to 
and  returning  from  any  aeaaion  of  Congress  ;  and  that 
the  compenaation  of  the  Preaident  pro  tempore  of  the 
Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  Houae  of  Kepresenta- 

tivea  ought  to  be dollara  for  each  and  every  day 

they  may  perform  the  duties  of  their  reapective  offices. 

•*  Reioked,  That,  from  and  after  the  thirty-6rBt  day 
of  March  next,  the  salaries  of  the  Secretariea  of  the 
Departmenu  of  State,  of  the  Treasury,  of  War,  and 
of  the  Navy ;  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
State*;  the  Register;  the  first  and  aecond  Comptrol- 
lers; the  first,  second,  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  Auditors 
of  the  Treasury;  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office;  the  Board  of  Commiaaionera  for  the 
Navy ;  the  Postmaster  General ;  the  Aaaistant  Post- 
masters General ;  and  the  aalariea  of  all  clerks  em- 
ployed in  the  several  Executive  departments  of  the 
Government,  including  those  in  the  General  Post 
Office,  which  amount  annually  to  a  aum  exceeding 
eleven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  ought  Ui  bo  reduced 

per  centum  on  the  said  annual  amount." 

The  amendment  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
the  further  consideration  of  the  report  was  then, 
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after  some  debate,  postponed  to  Monday  the  19th 
instant. — Ayes  23,  noes  18. 

JAMES  VILLERE, 

The  Senate  took  up  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims,  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  James 
Villere,  who  prays  remuneration  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  his  sugar  crop,  and  other  damages  sus- 
tained, by  the  operations  of  the  American  army 
in  defence  of  New  Orleans  in  1814  and  1815. 

Mr.  JoBNSON,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  reverse 
the  report,  and  to  direct  the  Co  umittee  of  Claims 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioner. 
Mr.  J.  spoke  at  some  length  in  oppwilion  to  the 
report,  and  in  favor  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  Roberts  supported,  in  a  speech  of  consid- 
erable length,  the  correctness  and  justice  of  the 

report.  . 

Mr.  Brown  opposed  the  report,  and  argued 
some  time  to  show  that  the  relief  claimed  by  the 
petitioner  was  entirely  reasonable  and  just,  and 
ought  to  be  granted. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  proposed 
amendment,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  with- 
out a  division ;  and  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims  was  concurred  in  by  the  Senate. 

COMMODORE  TUCKER. 


The  Senate  then  again  took  up  tht  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Commodore  Samuel  Tucker,  authorizing 
him  to  be  placed  on  the  list  of  invalid  pensioners, 
at  $50  a  month  ;  on  which  bill  a  long  and  wide 
debate  took  place. 

Mr.  Smith  opposed  this  bill  on  principle ;  ad- 
mitting the  merits  of  Captain  T.,  but  arguing  that, 
if  really  an  invalid  and  unable  to  maintain  him- 
self, there  was  already  provision  made  by  law  to 
embrace  his  case  and  afford  relief;  that,  if  not  an 
invalid,  this  bill  ou^ht  not  to  pass,  the  system  of 
pensioning  for  public  services  merely  being  bad  in 
Itself,  and  still  worse  in  its  tendency.  Mr.  S.  also 
went  into  an  examination  of  the  circumstances  al- 
leged in  the  case  of  the  applicant,  to  show  that 
they  did  not  justify  the  passage  of  the  bill;  that 
the  applicant  had  been  already,  long  since,  uncom- 
monly well  provided  for  by  the  public,  to  support 
which  he  referred  to  resolves  of  Congress,  &c.; 
that,  affording  this  gratuitous  relief  to  the  appli- 
cant, would  be  treading  on  the  rights  of  thousands 
of  other  citizens  equally  meritorious,  dec. 

Mr.  HoLAiES,  of  Maine,  replied  to  Mr.  S.,  and 
submitted  a  nuipber  of  arguments,  in  addition  to 
those  which  he  used  when  the  bill  was  before  under 
consideration,  in  support  of  it;  referring  to  the 
long  and  singularly  successful  services,  and  the 
highly  gallant  conduct  of  Commodore  T.  during 
the  Revolutionary  war,  and  his  present  reduced 
circumstances  and  great  age,  to  establish  the  jus- 
tice of  granting  him  a  maintenance  out  of  the 
navy  pension  fund;  that  fund  being  expressly 
pledged  to  afford  relief  in  such  cases  as  the  nresent. 
Mr.  Smith  replied,  and  contended  that  this  very 
pension  fund  was  intended  to  provide  for  disabled 
seamen,  and  not  for  those  who  were  not  disabled; 
that  Commodore  T.  did  not  come  within  the  de- 
scription, and  therefore  was  not  entitled  to  be  dis. 


tinguished  from  all  the  other  honorable  and  brave 
men  who  have  grown  old  since  they  signalized 
themselves  in  the  Revolution.  He  argiied  also, 
(in  reply  to  a  remark  of  Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia, 
the  other  day,)  that  the  statute  of  limitations  was 
a  just  law,  as  well  as  a  wise  and  prudent  one. 

Mr.  Chanoler  made  a  remark  or  two  in  leply 
to  Mr.  Smith. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  placed  this  case  on  a 
footing  with  a  few  others  of  the  Revolutionary 
class,  particularly  that  of  Greneral  Stark,  for  whom 
a  bill  passed  at  a  recent  session.    He  adverted  to 
some  of  the  prominent  features  of  Commodore  T.'s 
Revolutionary  services,  and  contended  that  it  was 
not  just  or  equitable  that  a  veteran  of  the  Revolu- 
tion such  as  he,  in  want  now  of  the  means  of  sup- 
port, should  ask  relief  in  vain.    There  vras  no 
danger,  he  arg  jed,  from  such  a  course ;  for,  how- 
ever natural  the  prejudices  in  this  country  which 
existed  against  the  pension  system,  they  arose  from 
the  abuses  practised  in  Great  Britain,  where  pen- 
sions were  lavished  by  the  Crown  upon  favorites 
of  every  kind,  often  without  regard  to  public  ser- 
vices or  private  virtues.    There  was  no  danger  of 
such  an  abuse  in  this  country.    The  justice  of 
military  pensions  had  been  settled  in  this  country; 
it  was  a  power  delegated  to  the  Government  by 
the  Constitution ;  and  there  was  no  risk  of  its  abuse 
in  a  Government  constituted  as  ours,  as  the  people, 
holding  the  corrective,   would  always  apply  a 
remedy  if  the  practice  was  ever  carried  beyond  its 
just  and  proper  limits. 

Mr.  Smith,  after  subjoining  a  few  remarks, 
moved  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Macon  observed,  that  nothing  would  be 
more  curious  than  a  history  of  the  pensions  of  this 
country ;  the  practice  was  constantly  getting  wider 
and  wider ;  but  it  had  been  well  said,  the  history 
of  the  country  was  lost.  He  referred  to  the  cir- 
cumstances ot  the  first  pensions  and  those  granted 
since,  to  show  the  regular  extension  of  the  princi- 
ple beyond  the  limits  at  first  deemed  right.  A  rule 
was  always  found  for  a  new  case,  and  the  case 
gave  rise  to  a  new  rule,  so  that  the  principle  was 
constantly  stretching.  He  was  opposed  to  this 
course,  and  argued  briefly  against  it. 

Mr.  Dana  spoke  to  show  that  thtfre  was  no  prin- 
ciple opposed  to  the  case  of  Commodore  T.,  and 
that  the  relief  ought  to  be  granted,  as  it  miffht  be 
done  without  danger  of  exceeding  the  just  limits 
to  which  Congress  were  authorized  to  go  by  the 
spirit  and  principles  of  our  Government. 

Mr.  Roberts  opposed  this  pension  on  principle, 
for  the  same  reasons  that  he  opposed  the  pension 
of  General  Stark.  He  observed,  that  if  pensions 
were  granted  for  military  services,  without  disa- 
bility, it  was  not  far  removed,  and  would  not4onj 
be  distinguished  from  civil  pensions,  which  would 
probably  follow ;  and  argued  to  show  the  evil  t^ 
dency  of  authorizing  pensions  in  cases  like  the 
present,  which  could  not  justly  be  dislmguished 
from  a  civil  pension.  u-  u  *u 

Mr.  Pleasants  statwi  the  ground  on  which  tlie 
Naval  Committee  reported  the  bill,  which  t^s  in- 
tended to  give  Commodore  T.  the  amount  of  halt- 
pay  for  a  certain  period,  to  which  he  was  stnctif 
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entitled;  to  show  which  Mr.  P.  adduced  the  facts 
of  the  ease. 

Mr.  Ons  maintained  that  the  case  of  Comtno- 
dofe  T.  entitled  him,  strictly,  to  arail  himself  of 
the  benefits  of  the  navy  pension  fond;  that  the 
hill  called  for  no  new  grant  of  money  oat  of  the 
Treasory ;  that  it  violated  no  principle;  and  that 
it  did  not  become  a  magnanimous  legislatare 
to  withhold  this  boon  from  him,  to  which  he  was 
so  signally  entitled  in  justice  and  gratitude. 

Messrs.  Smith  and  Macon  added  a  few  remarks, 
and  Mr.  Walker,  of  Georeia,  also  a  few,  in  addi- 
tion to  what  he  had  said  the  other  day  in  support 
of  the  claim,  declining  to  eo  again  at  large  mto 
the  case,  as  it  had  been  so  ably  supported. 

The  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  mdefinitely  was 
neea tired — yeas  13,  navs  24, 

After  an  unsuccessful  attempt  of  Mr.  Roberts 
to  reduce  the  proposed  allowance  to  $20  a  month, 
the  IhII  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 


Tuesday,  February  6. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  transmiiiiog  a  statement  by  the 
Second  Comptroller,  of  the  appropriations  for  the 
service  of  the  year  1820,  showing  the  amount  ex- 
pended, and  the  balance  remaining  unexpended, 
on  the  3lst  of  December  last ;  and  the  letter  and 
statement  were  read. 

Mr.  Thomas  communicated  a  resolution  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois ;  which 
was  read,  as  follows : 

.-^^Resolttd  by  the  Senaie  and  hotue  of  Jtepresenia- 
tifet  of  the  General  A$»embly  of  the  State  of  UUnou^ 
That  oar  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Coogrets 
b«  requested  to  endeavor  to  obtain  the  passage  of  a 
law.  ao  amending  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, entitled  'An  act  to  antborize  the  appointment 
of  commistioDera  to  lay  oat  the  road  therein  men* 
tioned/  as  that  the  said  road  may  be  surveyed  and 
laid  out  through  the  seats  of  government  of  the  States 
of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois ;  Provided,  The  com- 
missioners to  have  been  appointed  by  that  act  have 
not  yet  performed  the  doties  enjoined  upon  them  by 
the  same  ;  bat  that,  if  in  ease  they  have  made  the  sar- 
Tey  contemplated  by  said  act,  they  endeavor  to  obtain 
the  passage  of  one  aatborizing  a  new  survey,  and  lay 
oat  the  said  road  through  the  seats  of  government  of 
the  said  Sutes. 

"JOHN  McLEAN, 

•*  Speaker  of  the  Houee  of  Rep$. 
"GEO.  CALDWELL, 

**  Speaker  of  the  Senate,  pro  tern." 

Mr.  Barbour  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  join 
such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  to  ascertain  and  report  a  mode  of  ex- 
amming  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  of  notifying  the  persons  elected 
•f  their  eleetien.  * 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas,  the  Committee  on 
the  Ptiblic  Lands  was  discharged  from  the  con- 
nderation  of  the  reports  of  the  land  commission- 


ers at  Sl  Helena  Courthouse  in  Louisiana,  and  at 
Jackson  Courthouse  in  Mississippi. 

Mr.  JoBRSON,  of  Louisiana,  said  he  had  not  op- 
posed the  motion,  knowing  the  mass  of  business 
the  committee  had  before  them  ;  but  he  sincerely 
regretted  that  the  committee  had  not  time  to  act 
on  the  subject  He  entered  into  an  examination 
of  the  nature  of  the  reports,  and  the  character  of 
the  clainos  embraced  in  them ;  and  urged  the  im- 
portance of  acting  on  the  snbject  at  the  present 
session.  With  that  aim.  Mr.  J.  moved  that  the 
reports  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

The  reference  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Eatoh, 
LowRiE,  and  Roberts,  principally  on  the  ground, 
that  it  was  now  too  late  in  the  session  to  act 
definitirely  on  a  subject  of  such  difficulty  and 
importance. 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Mr.  Bhown,  and 
Mr.  Edwards,  replied,  and  pressed  the  reference. 

The  motion  was  adopted,  and  the  following 
committee  appointed :  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisi- 
ana, Mr.  Walker  cif  Alabama,  Mr.  Williams  of 
Mis.sissippi,  Mr.  Eaton,  and  Mr.  Lowbie. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  remove  the  land  office  in  the  district  of  Law- 
rence county,  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  ;•'  and 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  connrming  the  location  of 
the  seat  of  government  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and 
for  other  purposes ;"  reported  them  severally  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  RcGOLEs  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration :  _ 

Reaolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  iaatnict- 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  provisiaa 
by  law  for  the  allowance  and  payment  of  the  claim  of 
David  Cooper,  for  property  taken  for  military  ser- 
vices daring  the  late  war,  by  order  of  Captain  C.  H. 
Holden. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mississippi,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration:  . 

Reiolttd,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  M 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  complying 
with  the  request  made  by  the  chiefs  of  the  Choctaw 
tribe  of  Indians,  to  grant  tracts  of  land  to  certain  indi- 
viduals named  in  the  documents  which  accompanied 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  otatca, 
transmitting  to  the  Senate  the  treaty  concluded  at 
Doakes,  on  the  18lh  day  of  October,  in  the  year  1820. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Tucker,  late  a 
Captain  in  the  Navv  of  the  United  States,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Manuel  and  Isaac  Monsanto,  deceased ; 
and  the  bill  to  authorize  the  reconveyance  of  a 
tract  of  land  to  the  city  of  New  York ;  were  sev- 
erally read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance  on  the  petition  of 
John  Lowden ;  and  it  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  the  petition  of 
Thomas  H.  Boyles ;  and,  in  concurrence  there- 
with, the  Committee  on  Public  Land  were  dis- 
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charged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  the  petitioner  had  leave  to  withdraw  his 
petition  and  papers. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 
ofGeorge  Jackson;  and  it  was  postponed  untU  to- 
morrow. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  public  buildings,"  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 


THE  BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy 
throughout  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  spoke  in  exposition  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Roberts  having  moved  to  strike  out  the 
first  section  of  the  biU,  rose,  and  said,  that  he 
ought  to  oflTer  an  apology  for  entering  into  this  de- 
bale,  if  it  could  be  supposed  at  all  proper,  in  the 
situation  he  now  stood.    He  was  about  to  discuss 
a  subject  with  which  he  was  little  familiar ;  one 
to  which,  until  very  lately,  his  inquiries  had  not 
extended.     When  the  subject  had  been  up  in  for- 
mer sessions,  he  had  waited  for  light  from  those 
who  were  movers  of  it.     Having  at  all  times  en- 
tertained impressions  of  great  doubt  as  to  the  pro- 
)riety  of  adopting  a  bankrupt  system,  he  had  been 
ed  hesitatingly  to  countenance  a  proposition  from 
m  honorable  friend   from   Delaware,  (Mr.  Van 
Dyke,)  at  the  last  session,  calculated  to  operate  on 
all  in.solvents  above  a  very  small  amount.     The 
friends  of  soch  a  bill  as  this,  then  joined  in  oppo- 
sition, and   it   fell:  but  why   my  friend   should 
have  abandoned  a  scheme  so  liberal  and  congenial 
with  the  principles  of  equal  justice,  for  such  an 
one  as  that  now  before  us,  I  have  yet  to  learn.    If 
I  had  doubts  about  that,  I  have  none  about  this. 
I  think  it  utterly  repugnant  to  the  first  principles 
of  our  Government,  as  indeed  I  do  every  system 
of  bankruptcy  that  will  impair  the  obligation  of 
contracts,  in  any  shape  or  form.     I  give  the  gen- 
tleman full  credit,  when  he  assures  us  he  thinks 
the  interests  of  the  country  call  for  this  measure. 
Knowing  his  correct  feelinp   and   great  moral 
worth,  I  cannot  ascribe  the  change  of  his  opinions 
since  the  former  session  to  a  less  solemn  convic- 
tion.    With  equal  sincerity,  I  believe  the  most 
mischievous  consequences  must   flow  from   this 
project.     The  first  object  of  which  is,  we  are  told, 
to  protect  the  right  of  creditors;  and,  second,  to 
shield  the  innocent   though   unfortunate  debtor. 
If,  with  a  proper  exercise  of  legitimate  legislative 
authority,  these  ends  could   be  consistently  ob- 
tained, It  would  be  desirable  to  proceed.     It  be- 
comes my  duty  to  show  they  cannot  be  obtained 
either  by  the  bill  or  by  adopting  such  a  bankrupt 
system  as  gentlemen  seek  by  any  the  most  inge- 
nious exercise  of  the  legislative  power. 

Gentlemen  may  talk  as  much  as  they  please 
about  the  protecting  of  the  rights  of  creditors;  that 
has  never  been,  nor  never  can  be,  the  object  of  a 
system  that  intends  to  discharge  the  debtor  from 


the  obligation  of  his  contract  without  fulfilling  it, 
or  without  the  free  concurrence  of  all  his  credi- 
tors.   Originally,  bankrupt  laws  went  merely  to 
seize  and  apply  the  property  of  insolvents,  sun^ 
marily  to  the  payment  of  their  creditors,  before  it 
shotild  be  wasted  entirely.     Bankrupt  laws  were 
introduced  into   England   in  innovation  of  the 
common  law,  and,  for  the  first  two  hundred  years 
of  their  operation,  no  idea  ever  occurred  of  ally- 
ing them  to  release  the  debtor  from  his  contracts. 
The  insolvent  laws,  also  an  innovation  upon  the 
common  law,  of  a  century  later  introduction,  were, 
from  the  beginning,  allowed  to  work  this  effect. 
The  first  English  bankrupt  act  that  provided  for 
entire  discharges  was  not  enacted  till  about  1708. 
From  that  time  the  original  purpose  of  the  law 
has  been  lost  in  efiect,  and  almost  abandoned  in 
purpose.    I  owe  these  to  the  obliging  suggestions 
of  my  honorable  friend  from  Rhode  Island,  (Mr. 
Hunter,)  whose  views  on  these  subjects,  in  the 
case  of  Sturgis  r«.  Crowninshield,  I  have  read 
with  equal  profit  and  approbation.    But  I  contend 
this  bill  promises  little  to  the  creditor,  while  the 
debtor  is  secure  of  his  discharge  from  his  contracts, 
whether  a  dividend  be  made  or  not.    We  had  a 
right  to  anticipate  strong  appeals  to  the  generous 
sympathies  of  our  nature  in  favor  of  the  innocent 
and   unfortunate  trader.     That  there  are  cases 
highly  compassionable,  I  am  bound  to  suppose: 
as  bad  as  men  may  be  generally,  there  are  still  , 
some  consolatory  exceptions.     If  the  gentleman 
will  present  me  a  scheme  to  relieve  such,  that 
shall  not  carry  in  its  train  as  certainly  as  cause 
follows  eflfect,  an  increase  of,  and  impunity  to, 
knavery,  perjury,  and    the  most  atrocious  ini- 
quities, I  wiU  co-operate  with  him  with  alacrity. 
The  scheme  he  proposes  will  discharge  ten  vil- 
lains for  one  honest  man.    I  say  it  wiD  do  it,  be- 
cause it  has  done  it.    On  this  point  we  have  his- 
tory, not  theory;  and  demonstration,  not  hypothe- 
sis.    The  system  oflered  us  is  substanlially  the 
English  system,  and  of  the  results  of  that  system, 
after  a  trial  of  three  centuries,  I  shall  have  occa- 
sion presently  to  speak.     It  becomes  men  legis- 
lating for  a  great  community  not  to  be  betrayed 
too  easily,  even  by  the  syren  song  of  compassion, 
into  the  most  baneful  expedients.     We  are  tol<* 
this  measure,  there  is  no  Constitutional 


on  , 

culty.  Certainly  we  have  substanUal  powers  to 
establish  uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bank- 
ruptcy. But,  whether  or  not  it  is  necessary  to 
use  that  power,  we  are  left  soberly  to  judge.  It  is 
equally  in  our  discretion  in  what  form  we  shall 
apply  that  power.  It  certainly  is  not  indispensable 
in  the  establishment  of  uniform  laws  of  bankrupt- 
cy, that  the  debtor  should  be  discharged  from  fu- 
ture liability  for  his  contracts.  This,  1  have  shown, 
was  not  the  purpose  of  such  laws  originally,  nor 
is  it  necessarily  to  be  concluded  that  this  was 
an  object  with  the  framers  of  the  Constitutiqi^ 
Though  wise  and  experienced  men.  there  w^ 
scarcdy  any  experience  of  bankrupt  laws  in  the. 
country.  On  the  most  extended  construction,  it 
is  but  barely  possible.  They  left  it  entirely  op- 
tional with  Congress  to  mould  these  laws  by  such 
enactments  as  wisdom  might  dictate.     The  SUtes 
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are  not  restrained  from  passing  bankrupt  laws,  so 
far  as  Congress  may  not  exercise  the  power ; 
though  they  are  restrained  from  passing  laws  im- 
pairing the  obligation  of  contracts.  Congress  are 
charged  with  the  highest  conservatory  powers 
delegated  by  the  Constitution.  The  defence  of 
the  country,  for  example,  against  foreign  aggres- 
sion and  domestic  violence.  It  was  well  under- 
stood, that,  in  the  progress  of  time,  emergencies 
might  arise  when  all  would  have  to  submit  to  the 
law  of  necessity.  The  Constitution  is  therefore 
wisely  silent  on  some  points  of  power  in  the  Gene- 
ral Government.  The  citizen  is  secured  against 
bills  of  attainder,  corruption  of  blood,  and  ex  post 
facto  laws.  While  the  States  are  denied  the  power 
of  impairing  the  obhgation  of  contracts,  emitting 
bills  of  credit,  coining  money,  or  making  tender 
laws,  these,  with  the  power  or  raising  armies  and 
navies,  loaning  and  appropriating  moneys  for  their 
support,  are  left  in  tne  discretion  of  Congress. 
This  discretion  ought  always  to  be  regulated  by 
the  great  laws  of  moral  obligation.  What  powers 
are  forbidden  to  the  States  ou§[ht  to  be  used  with 
the  greatest  caution  by  the  United  States.  Noth- 
ing in  ethics  is  more  strictly  enjoined  than  the 
inviolability  of  contracts;  and  the  case  must  be 
Tery  strong  indeed  that  will  justify  the  Congress 
in  impairing  them.  Considering  them  consecrated 
by  the  most  sacred  moral  sanction,  it  is  our  duty 
to  inquire  whether,  by  justly  perhaps  providing 
•  for  the  releasing  of  an  innocent  man  from  a  pres- 
sure of  obli^tion  he  has  neither  hope  nor  faculty 
to  extinguish  himself,  you  will  not  inundate  the 
country  with  fraud  and  villainy.  It  is  my  con- 
scientious opinion  it  will  be  the  result.  Though 
this  bill  is  substantially  the  former  law  of  tne 
United  States,  it  is  more  ambiguous  as  to  when 
and  to  what  extent  it  is  to  go  into  effect.  If  it  is 
to  aflPect  transactions  past,  I  not  only  doubt,  but 
deny,  its  constitutionality.  It  proceeds  on  the 
ground  that  bankruptcy  is  a  criminal  act;  in  its 
nature  it  often  is  so. 

This  bill  is  avowed  to  be  intended  to  take  im- 
mediate effect,  and  of  course  so  far  as  a  commis- 
sion of  bankruptcy  is  a  punishment,  the  law  will 
be  ex  post  facto.  But,  what  will  be  the  confusion 
and  injustice  this  kind  of  legislation  will  produce? 
Look  at  the  details  of  the  bill ;  not  only  will  the 
bankrupt  be  discharged  from  his  contracts,  but 
men  who  have  dealt  with  him  with  equal  fairness, 
will,  some,  be. allowed  to  prove  (for  recovery)  their 
debts,  while  others,  merely  from  the  retrospective 
character  of  the  law,  will  be  denied.  I  can  see 
nothing  but  the  most  monstrous  injustice,  likely  to 
result  from  making  such  a  law  close  upon  dealings 
already  had.  All  laws  affecting  rights  ought  to 
be  prospective.  Every  thing  ought  to  have  time 
to  conform  to  them,  especially  th'os3  w'lich  enter 
most  deeply  into  the  transactions  of  trade.  Mtre 
remedial  laws  may  sometimes  wisely  and  salutarily 
•pply  to  the  existing  state  of  things.  But  even 
those  will  be  found  most  frequently  to  promise 
much  more  benefit  applied  prospectively.  Wrare 
told  »  the  principles  ot  this  bill  are  happily  adapted 
I  to  the  situation  of  the  country.  That  it  is  confined 
to  proper  traders ;   to  such  as  incur  risks  other 


'  classes  are  exempted  from."  This  will  be  found  1 
think  otherwise.  It  is  confined  to  traders  in  mer- 
chandise of  every  kind,  and  exchange,  while  large 
classes  of  dealers,  in  equally  hazardous  business, 
are  absolutely  excluded.  What  risk  does  the  mere 
retailer  incur  that  the  builder  of  ships  and  houses, 
or  the  manufacturer  of  leather,  shoes,  hats,  clothes, 
and  manufacturers  generally,  do  not  incur  ;  to  say 
nothing  of  a  variety  of  other  professions?  Credit 
is  as  necessary  in  business  to  one  as  to  the  other. 
The  principles  of  our  Government  are  opposed  to 
this  sort  of  immunity.  Why^  let  me  ask,  are  a 
particular  profession  to  be  provided  with  the  means 
of  an  entire  escape  from  their  debts,  a  compara- 
tively few  in  number,  even  of  insolvents,  while  the 
great  mas.s,  at  least  equally  meritorious,  are  to  be 
chained  to  perpetual  liability?  Why  is  this  bene- 
ficent system  you  offer,  only  applicable  to  a  favored 
few  ?  for,  when  you  leave  the  narrow  confines  of 
navigation  and  maritime  commerce,  and  foreign 
exchange,  no  reason  exists  why  the  middle-man, 
retailer,  factor,  and  broker,  should  have  a  boon  you 
do  not  extend  to  other  more  meritorious  classes, 
who  of  necessity  accept  and  give  credit.  If  your 
system  does  not  reach  all,  it  does  not  suit  us;  as 
we  are  not  a  people  of  castes  and  classes.  Gentle- 
men must  show  some  belter  reason  than  alleged 
extraordinary  risks  for  a  claim  of  partial  legisla- 
tion. The  truth  is,  the  whole  system  is  unsound. 
It  is  intrinsically  vicious,  and  it  is  feared  to  attempt 
it  on  a  general  scale.  These  we  must  take  for  the 
reasons  of  the  propased  limitation  of  its  benefits 
until  better  reasons  are  assigned  than  we  have  yet 
heard.  We  are  told  our  unfortunate  merchants 
are  rendered  useless.  Many  of  them  hold  property 
that  ought  to  be  given  up.  Human  nature  must 
very  much  change  before  it  is  reasonable  that  men 
who  now  fraudulently  withhold  property  from 
their  creditors  will,  under  the  proposed  system, 
freely  yield  it  up.  Exemption  from  liability  for 
debts,  where  there  is  no  disposition  to  fraud,  is  a 
great  boon,  but  a  greater  when  it  can  be  obtained 
with  assured  opulence.  We  know  that  it  has  long 
been  proverbial  that  at  the  custom-bouse  a  peculiar 
doctriueof  ethics  prevails.  The  legal  sanctions  are 
not  always  sufficient  to  restrain  perjuries.  High 
duties  we  are  told  will  not  always  increase  the 
revenue.  These  are  found  to  work  a  premium  for 
fraud.  You  now  propose  the  highest  temptation 
to  cupidity,  and  my  word  for  it  there  are  the  seeds 
in  this  bill  for  a  plentiful  harvest.  Relief  is  con- 
templated for  the  innocent,  but  to  get  at  him  you 
must  pass  the  imprudent,  extravagant,  and  vicious 
one.  Do  not  tell  roe  that  your  commissioners, 
your  searches,  your  examinations,  your  oaths,  and 
your  sanctiotfs,  will  purify  and  refine  such  into 
virtue  and  innocence.  On  the  one  hand  we  arc 
told  if  we  do  not  act  we  shall  give  uo  the  blame- 
less to  depravity  and  despair;  but  if^we  do  act, 
the  inevitable  result  must  be  to  reward  and  protect 
the  dissolute.  The  gentleman  reminds  us  we  pros- 
pered by  a  slate  of  neutrality  in  a  belligerent  world, 
but  that  the  scene  is  changed.  Look,  says  he,  at 
the  list  of  sufferers  from  seizures  and  confiscations 
abroad,  and  embargoes  and  restrictions  at  home ; 
from   bank   accommodations,  and  endorsements, 
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of  conviction.     These  things  will  be  found  to  at- 
tend prosecutions  where  convictions  would  incur 
a  milder  punbhment.    But  I  will  touch  this  sub- 
ject further  in  the  examination  of  the  bill.    But- 
says  the  gentleman,  the  committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  do  not  recommend  a  repeal  of  the  bank- 
rupt laws.    Ay,  and  I  wiU  add,  they  forbear  even 
to  recommend  all  the  changes  they  think  are  ne- 
cessary.    Need  I  tell  the  gentleman  that  systems 
of  three  hundred  years'  standing  are  not  easily 
rooted  up  when  they  are  found  to  be  evil.    There 
is  a  great  difference,  let  me  tell  him,  between 
abolishing  systems  and  adopting  them.    We  go 
upon  the  principle  of  equality  of  privilege  among 
the  citizens,  of  Keeping  the  civil  power  above  the 
military,  of  separating  civil  from  religious  estab- 
lishments.   What  other  country  has  done  this? 
We  have  found  all  the  blessings  to  result  from  fol- 
lowing these  great  maxims  we  expected.    You 
would,  even  in  these  days  of  revolution,  be  sur- 
prised to  see  a  British  House  of  Commons  recog- 
nising them,  not  because  they  are  not  true,  but 
because,  before  she  could,  she  must  reform  her 
whole  Constitution  of  Government,  which  the 
boldest  would  hardly  dare  to  attempt,  but  from 
dire  necessity.     I  confess  I  do  not  like  a  bankrupt 
system,  from  the  machinery  which  seems  neces- 
sarily to  belong  to  it.    You  must  have  a  chancel- 
lor,  commissioners,    solicitors,   clerks,  assignees, 
messengers,  and  a  long  train  of  persons  armed 
with  monstrous  powers,  and  absorbing  such  an 
amount  of  fees  as  must  necessarily,  in  nine  cases 
out  often,  leave  nothing  for  the  creditors.    This 
is  an  objection  to  a  bankrupt  system  that  no  legis- 
lation can  obviate,  and  a  much  better  alternative 
is  presented  in  not  legislating  at  all,  but  to  let 
every  man  take  care  of  his  own  business,  under 
the  laws  regulating  property,  which   surely  no 
country  ever  had  more  abundant  or  safer  means 
of  enacting.    The  defects  of  the  British  system, 
says  the  gentlanan.  are  healed  in  the  bill  before 
you.     This  we  shall  be  better  able  to  iudge  when 
we  have  reviewed  the  bill.    We  find,  however, 
after  three  hundred  years'  trial  in  that  country, 
and  multiplied  modifications  by  the  legislative 
power,  so  late  as   181S,  an  inquiry  into  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  British  bankrupt  laws  results 
in  the  most  perfect  demonstration  that  its  whole 
history  is  a  continued  scene  of  increasing  iniqui- 
ties and  enormities.    An  entire  change  is  deemed 
desirable ;  an  essential  one  is  earnestly  urged.    It 
is  true  the  bill  differs  from  the  British  system ;  the 

w.  ..w difference  in  the  situation  of  the  two  countries 

i7y,'he*says,7evolts*at'  punishment  so  dispropor-   does  not  admit  of  all  the  principles  that  apply 
tioned.   In  this  country,  penalty  of  death  is  scarce-    there 


which  have  produced  wide-spread  ruin.  The  pa- 
nacea for  all  these  evils  is  a  bankrupt  law.  But, 
then,  this  compassionate  appeal  extends  only  to  a 
small  class  of  traders,  while  the  thousands  of  in- 
solvents, involved  in  the  vortex  of  ruin  by  the  in- 
temperate speculators  in  trade,  are  consigned  over 
to  the  "  confusion  of  insolvent  laws,"  as  the  gen- 
tlemen terms  them,  tt  uselessness  and  despair. 
We  are  asked  If  the  confusion  of  State  legislation 
on  insolvencies  is  a  fit  situation  for  a  commercial 
people.  Certainly,  till  we  are  shown  a  better.  I 
am  free  to  say  I  greatly  prefer  it  to  the  scheme 
now  proposed ;  to  any  scheme  which  shall  not  ex- 
tend to  insolvents  generally  ;  indeed  to  any  bank- 
rupt scheme  that  shall  vest  such  arbitrary  powers 
in  a  few  men,  silting,  as  it  were,  in  private,  and 
where  the  security  against  fraud  lies  in  oaths,  the 
abuse  of  which  is  opposed  by  feeble  because  un- 
certain sanctions. 

We  are  reminded  that  we  deal  much  with  na- 
tions where  bankrupt  laws  prevail — where  Ameri- 
can creditors  are  paid,  pro  rata,  while  the  foreign 
merchant  has  it  in  his  power  perpetually  to  harass 
the  American  debtor.  To  talk  of  dividends  in 
bankruptcies,  where  the  certificate  is  the  object,  as 
it  must  ever  be,  where  discharges  are  provided  for, 
is  mockery.  The  American  insolvent,  when  re- 
leased, personally,  has  little  to  fear  of  trouble  or 
cost  from  his  foreign  creditor,  however  vindictive. 
Distance  and  the  unprofitableness  of  the  attempt 
will  preclude  it.  But,  we  are  informed,  bankrupt 
laws  make  men  honest.  It  happens,  though  these 
laws  are  somewhat  a  novelty  among  us,  that  this 
assertion  can  be  tested  and  denied  by  stubborn  his- 
tory. 

The  country,  whose  system  it  is  desired  we 
should  adopt,  has  had  a  long  trial  of  it.  I  shall 
recur  presently  to  the  tests  of  her  experience.  As 
to  the  decision  of  the  courts  of  law  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  subject  of  the  power  of  the  States 
to  discharge  from  liability,  prospectively,  I  con- 
sider it  as  yet  very  far  from  being  the  settled  law 
of  the  land.  But,  .suppose  it  be  granted:  I  still 
hold,  no  mode  of  discharge  but  one  fairly  and  vol- 
untarily granted  by  the  creditor  ought  to  be  al- 
lowed. The  attempt  has  been  abundantly  proved 
to  be  an  embarkation  on  the  sea  of  iniquity,  with- 
out rudder  or  compass.  My  friend  from  Delaware 
anticipates  objections  to  his  system :  that  it  will 
tempt  the  dishonest  debtor  to  fraud  and  cover  him 
with  impunity.  But  he  says  the  bill  shuns  the 
shock  of  the  British  system,  the  great  error  of 
which  is  in  the  severity  of  its  sanctions.    Human 


ly  applied  to  any  crime  but  that  of  taking  human 
life  or  putting  it  in  imminent  jeopardy.  The 
fraudulent  taking  of  property  can  never  justify  it. 
But  the  gentleman  will  find,  m  the  evidence  taken 
before  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
in  1818,  that  it  is  very  far  from  being  supposed  the 
unfrequency  of  prosecutions,  for  crimes  committed 
under  the  bankrupt  laws,  is  wholly  due  to  aver- 
sion to  see  the  penalty  inflicted.  It  arises  from 
the  discouragements  a  loss  of  time  and  incurment 
of  expense  presents,  together  with  the  uncertainty 


This  bill,  as  I  have  before  said,  rests  sub- 
stantially on  British  precedent,  and  is  very  nearly 
a  copy  of  the  law  of  1800.  The  minutes  which  I 
shall  presently  recur  to  are  of  recent  date,  and  will 
illustrate  the  effects  which  must  inevitably  flow 
from  such  a  system.  The  scheme  will  be  found 
unsound  at  bottom ;  what  is  evil  in  principle  can- 
not, by  any  exercise  of  legislation,  be  turned  to 
good.  The  system  before  us  will  be  found  liable 
to  many  objections  intrinsically  belonging  to  it, 
and  altogether  incurable.    The  bill  is,  in  many 
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parts,  vague  and  ambiguous;  its  sanctions  are  not 
definite ;  and  a  Tariety  of  trusts  are  reposed  which 
cannot  be  enforced.  The  innocent,  though  un- 
fortunate trader,  mayr  be  persecuted  and  ruined 
with  impunity,  where  the  fraudulent  one  can 
hardly  fail  to  get  his  discharge  from  all  liability 
for  his  debts.  If  this  is  not  found  to  be  the  case, 
then,  indeed,  am  I  very  far  from  having  read  the 
bill  profitably.  Your  former  law  was  limited  to 
five  years ;  it  went  off  by  euthanasia  in  three.  No 
voice  was  raised  in  defence  of  it.  It  is  true  it 
was  not  repealed  by  a  Congress  of  the  same  poli- 
tics that  enacted  it.  Its  blessings  could  not  have 
been  very  apparent,  or  its  repeal  would  hardly 
have  anticipated  its  limitation.  It  failed  as  a  bank- 
rupt system  everywhere  had  failed.  They  belong 
to  the  lumber  of  other  species  of  Grovernments,  and 
are  of  the  same  family  with  privileged  orders  and 
Stale  religion.  Now,  let  us  take  a  brief  review  of 
the  bill.  On  the  face  of  the  first  clause  no  certain 
construction  can  be  had,  as  to  when  it  is  to  go 
into  operation,  or  how  it  is  to  effect  existing  insol- 
vencies. 

The  purpose  of  the  bill  is  avowed  to  be,  to  re- 
lieve eiisting  insolvencies.  All  the  confessions  of 
jad^ent  and  assignments  to  favored  creditors 
which  have  been  made  are  to  be  confirmed  and 
sanctioned.  Can  it  be  pretended  that  a  man  who 
has  notoriously  paid  some  creditors  to  the  preju- 
dice of  the  rest,  can  ever  be  entitled  to  a  certificate 
of  bankruptcy  discharging  him  from  future  liabil- 
ity, when  a  pro  rata  dividend,  the  great  object  of 
a  commission  of  bankruptcy,  is  impossible  ?  Yet, 
by  this  bill,  such  will  surely  get  it ;  and  it  is  in- 
tended for  that  purpose,  as  we  shall  presently  see. 
Persons  owing  debts  to  a  certain  amount,  using 
the  trade  of  merchandise  by  buying  and  selling, 
dealing  in  exchange  or  marine  msurance,  are,  by 
this  bill,  made  the  subjects  of  a  commission  of 
bankruptcy ;  but  then,  farmers,  graziers,  drovers, 
dyers,  bleachers,  shoemakers,  carpenters,  ship-car- 
penters, butchers,  tailors,  bakers,  schoolmasters, 
inn-keepers,  or  any  artificer  whose  living  is  got 
with  some  mixture  of  buying  and  selling,  are  ex- 
cluded. These  exclusions  are  as  unjust  as  they 
are  capriciously  grouped.  A  man  must  suppose 
himself  insolvent  before  he  will  commit  or  be  in- 
volved iri voluntarily  in  a  charge  of  bankruptcy. 
What  will  then  be  his  object  or  hope  from  it? 
Exoneration  from  his  debts  at  best ;  but,  if  he  be 
not  honest,  exoneration  and  the  retention  of  all  he 
can.  The  certificate  is  the  legitimate  object  of 
all.  Now,  why  shall  the  middle  man,  the  retailer, 
the  factor,  have  the  boon  of  exoneration  denied  to 
drovers,  graziers,  bleachers,  carpenters,  ship-car- 
penters, farmers,  schoolmasters,  <fec.?  Must  not  all 
these  professions  necessarily  often  take  and  give 
extensive  credits  ?  Much  more  so  than  some  of 
the  included  classes.  In  fact,  many  of  these  are 
not  only  buyers  and  sellers,  but  factors  of  very  ex- 
tensive dealings.  Why  is  that  most  important 
class,  the  manufacturers  of  flour,  not  even  men- 
tioned, and  the  dealer  in  lands,  though  brokers  in 
other  business  are  ?  I  have  known  a  large  capital 
embarked  in  the  establishment  of  a  school,  which, 
from  the  turn  of  times,  has  failed  ;  and  a  person 


so  failing  is,  surely,  not  less  worthy  of  sympathy 
from  the  nature  oi  his  undertaking.  There  is  no^ 
ground  of  justification  for  these  exclusions.  Ev- 
ery body  must  suffer  from  the  exoneration  of  bank- 
rupts ;  why,  then,  is  one  class  to  be  favored  more 
than  another  ?  Are  eentleraen  afraid  of  their  own 
principles?  The  bill  admits  no  other  inference. 
The  President  is  to  appoint  as  many  general  com- 
missioners of  bankruptcy  in  each  judicial  district 
as  he  may  deem  necessary.  The  President,  remark^ 
without  check  or  control.  The  Governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania so  appoints  justices  of  the  peace,  and  the 
consequence  is,  that,  by  a  late  report,  they  are 
multiplied  to  a  most  injurious  extent.  In  these 
times,  I  expect  the  President  will  have  applica- 
tions enougn.  He  cannot  know  the  applicants,  and 
the  appointments  will  not  be  the  better  for  that. 
The  number,  too,  is  in  his  discretion.  With  all 
the  virtue  and  prudence  I  rejoice  to  believe  he  pos- 
sesses, I  look  for  nothing  from  him  above  gooa  in- 
tentions, under  the  common  frailties  of  man.  The 
commissioners  are  to  receive  a  per  diem  allowance 
for  their  services.  The  object  of  the  office  must 
be  profit,  rather  than  honor ;  and  here  you  have  a 
pledge  that  business  will  not  be  turned  away. 
Concerted  bankruptcies  will  afford  as  good  pront 
as  any  others,  as  the  commissioners  are  to  be  as- 
sured of  their  fees,  whether  there  be  a  dividend  or 
not.  Well,  the  commissioners  are  to  be  sworn  ; 
they  are  then  "  to  proceed,  as  soon  as  may  be, 
to  execute  the  commission,  and,  upon  sufficient 
cause  appearing,  declare  the  bankruptcy."  The 
party  charged  is  to  have  notice,  and  may  have, 
on  demand,  a  trial  by  jury.  This  is  pretended 
to  be  a  security  against  malicious  petitions,  for 
concerted  ones  will  never  involve  a  wish  to  con- 
test. The  party  may,  before  or  at  the  time  of  ex- 
amination, demand  a  trial  of  the  fact  by  a  jury. 
What  situation  will  he  be  in  while  this  is  in  con- 
test ?  His  business  is  suspended ;  he  is  threat- 
ened with  ruin.  He  obtains  a  verdict ;  and  what 
then  ?  Has  he  any  remedy  against  his  prosecutor  ? 
The  bill  does  not  provide  it,  however,  against  the 
commissioners  from  wrong  intent  or  error  j  his 
only  redress  seems  to  be  the  verdict.  This  wrong 
will  have  emanated  from  a  tribunal  sitting  in  a 
by-place,  whose  proceedings  are  not  exposed  to  the 
purifying  eye  of  public  oUervation.  Next  comes 
the  power  of  this  secret  commission  to  issue  their 
warrant  of  seizure  against  the  bankrupt,  and  his 
doors,  and  the  doors  of  any  dweUing-nousc  sup- 
posed to  contain  him,  are  to  be  forced,  on  demand 
first  being  made.  The  exercise  of  these  powers,  by 
the  regular  judicial  authority  in  criminal  cases,  is 
not  without  features  of  objection  in  the  eyes  of  a 
free  people.  But  they  must  be  odious  when  re- 
sorted to  by  a  tribunal  which  never  can  have  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  the  American  public. 
Again,  these  three  commissioners — and  the  cnance< 
are  much  against  their  being  always  the  wisest  or 
most  discreet  men — may,  on  what  they  deem  prob- 
able cause,  shown  on  oath,  direct  any  person — 
mind,  it  is  any  person — in  the  day  time,  to  break 
open  houses,  chests,  trunks,  dec,  to  come  at  the 
bankrupt's  goods  and  writings.  Now,  if  resistance 
be  made,  is  there  any  power  to  call  out  the  posse, 
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and  what  is  to  be  done  with  those  who  resist? 
The  bill  is  silent.    If  this  power  be  put  in  opera- 
tion, the  public  feeling  will  not  sustain  it ;  with- 
out it,  your  tribunal  is  an  object  of  contempt. 
The  bankruptcy  being  declared,  the  commissioners 
are  to  take  possession  of  his  property,  &c.,  and 
shall  cause  them  to  be  safely  kept  until  assignees 
be  chosen,  in  manner  hereinafter  provided ;  that  is, 
as  often  as  they  shall  see  fit,  shall  appoint  one  or 
more  assignees  to  take  care  of  the  property  until 
the  meeting  of  the  creditors.     They  shall  then 
deliver  it  over,  or  forfeit  five  thousand  dollars.     I 
apprehend  the  commissioners  will  rarely  see  fit  to 
appoint  such  assignee ;  because  few  men  will  be 
found  willing,  without  fee  or  reward,  to  incur  the 
risk.    A  man  worth  nothing  might  be  induced  to 
accept ;  for  the  forfeiture  is  the  only  consequence 
of  embezzlement,  which  he  will  laugh  to  scorn  ; 
therefore,  all  the  evils  of  embezzlement  may  be 
expected  in  the  English  system.     Legislation  can- 
not devise  remedies  against  these  abuses.     Three 
principal  things  arc  to  be  done  in  commissions  of 
bankruptcy  ;  the  appointment  of  assignees,  the 
proving  of  debts,  and  granting  the  certificates. 
We  have  now  come  to  the  appointment  of  as- 
signees.    They  are  to  be  appointed  by  the  major 
part,  in  value,  of  the  creditors  who  have  proved 
their  debts.     The  debts  may  be  proved  anywhere, 
on  oath  or  affirmation,  and  the  party  proving  can 
vote  by  proxy,  and,  notwithstanding  judicial  in- 
vestigation may  be  resorted  to  on  every  paper, 
much,  if  not  all,  of  the  evils  of  British  practice 
will  take  place.    Objects  much  at  variance  with 
the  fair  distribution  of  the  estate  among  the  cred- 
itors will  often  govern.    Frauds  will  advance  upon 
justice  with  steady  pace,  from  this  fruitful  soil  of 
teinptation. 

Fictitious  debts  will  be  proved,  and  the  conspira- 
cies appear  that  disgrace  the  English  system.     As- 
signees may  be  removed,  and  they  are  required  to 
deliver  over  under  a  penalty  of  ^5,000.     The  as- 
signee has  wasted  the  estate,  together  with  his 
own  ;  and  where  is  your  remedy  ?     Executors  and 
administrators  are  held  to  account.   How  can  you 
make  them  account  for  what  never  came  into  their 
hands  ?    The  commissioners  are  to  make  assigti- 
ments  of  the  estate  of  the  bankrupt.     Will  this 
operate  an  eviction  ©f  tenants  in  possession,  or 
produce  a  surrender  of  personal  property  ?     Cer- 
tainly not.     Look  at  the  scene  of  litigation  which 
must  occur,  or  what  frauds  must  be  confirmed. 
On  information  given,  if  the  commissioners  have 
good  reason  to  believe  or  .suspect  that  any  of  the 
property  of  the  bankrupt  is  in  the  possession  of 
any  person,  they  shall  have  power  to  summon, 
(and  ere  they  attach,  too,  by  consequence;)  yes, 
by  such  process  or  other  means,  as  they  think  con- 
voiient,  and  examine  them,  &c. ;  and   if  they 
shall  not  declare  the  whole  truth  touching  the 
subject-matter,  then  the  commissioners  may  com- 
mit, &x.    Tell  me,  now.  are  you  serious  m  con- 
ferring such  powers  on  those  persons  appointed  by 
the  President,  whom  he  cannot  know?     Could 
they  exercise  these  powers  in  this  free  community  ? 
If  they  could,  I  should  doubt  its  fitness  for  free- 
dom.    We  shall  presently  see  how  this  power  of 


commitment,  for  not  declaring  the  whole  truth, 
has  worked  in  the  country  we  are  about  to  imi- 
tate.   Perjury  committed  by  others  than  the  bank- 
rupt is  to  be  punished  with  a  fine  not  exceeding 
§4,000,  and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  two  years, 
and  by  incapacity  to  give  witness  in  any  court  of 
record.     Every  man  is  susceptible  of  imprison- 
ment, but  few,  comparatively,  of  those  who  may 
be  the  subject  of  this  punishment  will  be  likely  to 
have  means  of  paying  this  fine.     Is  he  to  be  dis- 
charged at  the  end  of  his  term,  whether  payment 
or  not  can  be  made,  or  is  he  to  be  continued  on  a 
contempt?     The  bill  is  silent.     How  is  he  to  be 
fed  and  clothed — where  is  the  police  of  your  pri- 
sons in  this  frightful  bill,  where  so  many  crimes 
are  to  be  engendered,  most  of  which  are  to  be 
punished  with  imprisonment  ?    You  have  none. 
You  have  neither  prison  nor  prison-keepers,  and 
no  provision  is  made  for  the  treatment  of  the  pris- 
oner.    The  wealthy  or  fortunate  culprit  may  nave 
every  comfort  of  life  but  liberty,  wnile  the  indi- 
gent one  must  languish  under  hunger  and  naked- 
ness.    Such  penal  legislation  as  is  here  proposed 
is  shocking  to  reflection.     There  is  a  vagueness 
of  expression  in  the  bill  thai  seems  to  indicate  the 
supposed  existence  of  a  common  law  jurisdiction, 
that,  by  judicial  legislation,  will  fill  up  the  chasms 
in  the  statute.   I  doubt  very  much  if  the  judiciary 
will  venture  on  so  hardy  an  experiment  in  admin- 
istering a  penal  statute.     It  follows,  then,  that  no 
expectation  is  had  of  the  penalties  closing  on  de- 
linquents.    They  are  just  put  for  show,  and  to  eke 
out  the  system.     I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware to  say,  if  he  thinks  we  have  the  power  to 
say  who  shall  be  a  competent  witness  in  the  courts 
of  Delaware  ?    Lands  or  goods  assigned  by  the 
bankrupt  to  children  or  other  persons,  to  defraud 
creditors,  shall  be  assignable  by  the  cominissioners 
as  effectually  as  if  the  bankrupt  stood  seized  of 
them.     This  opens  a  wide  avenue  to  litigation, 
and  promises  nothing  to  creditors. 

We  next  come  to  the  forty-two  days  within 
which  surrender  and  disclosure  is  to  we  made  of 
the  bankrupt's  person  and  affairs,  which  is  to  be 
prolonged  to  fifty  more,  on  application  to  the 
judge,  which,  as  in  the  English  law,  "will  be 
quite  a  matter  of  course."  And  in  this  lapse  of 
time,  as  there,  a  great  amount  of  properly  will 
disappear.  The  oath  requires  he  should  purge 
himself  of  concealing  any  property,  either  before 
or  after  the  commission  issued,  for  nis  own  benefit, 
or  "  except  it  had  been  really  disposed  of  in  the 
way  of  his  dealings  or  trade,  and  family  expenses — 
an  Item  that  will  no  doubt  make  a  heavy  draught 
on  the  estate."  Such  an  oath  would  be  about  as 
effectual  to  obtain  a  fair  disclosure  as  a  sieve  to 
lade  water.  Apparently,  moral  men  might  save 
a  great  deal  under  this  oath.  It  is,  in  fact,  offer- 
ing temptation  to  perjury,  and  a  sort  of  premium 
for  it.  If  the  bankrupt  can  only  swear  through 
successfully,  his  fortune  is  made,  though  he  may 
have  entered  business  but  a  little  while  before, 
without  capital.  There  is  little  danger  of  the 
penalty  ;  if  it  falls,  it  may  be  only  twelvemonths, 
It  cannot  exceed  ten  years,  confinement  Impris- 
onment may  be  mitigated  by  what  money  will 
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purchase,  and  the  pardoning  power  is  ever  ready  i 
to  hear.     But  the  chances  are  great  in  favor  of 
escape  and  triumph,  as  we  shall  see  in  the  sequel. 
There  is  to  be  a  first  dividend  day.  when  the  as- 
signees shall  be  allowed  to  retain  all  sums  of  mo- 
ney they  have  expended  prosecuting  the  commis- 
sion, and  all  other  just  allowances  on  account  of, 
or  by  reason  or  means  of,  beinp;  assignees.     This 
does   not  promise  much   dividend.     It  promises 
nothing  but  business  and  fees  to  the  officers  and 
agents  concerned.    It  is  no  wonder  dividends  so 
seldom  occur!    A  second  is  to  succeed  in  eighteen 
months  after  the  issumg  of  the  commission,  which 
is  to  be  final,  unless  any  suit  in  law  or  equity  be 
depending,  or  any  of  a  variety  of  contingencies  | 
exist,  some  of  which  will,  mostly  where  it  is  the 
interest  of  the  assignees  to  keep  their  accounts 
unclosed.    All  the  evils  of  delayed  settlements,  as  | 
under  the  British  system,  will  result,  doubtlessly. 
It  is  provided,  certam  liens  shall  not  be  impaired 
by  the  bankruptcy.     I  am  not  lawyer  enough  to 
say  if  mortgage  creditors  are  to  be  paid  a  portion 
rate,  as  they  are  not  in  the  exceptions.     The  as- 
signees are  to  keep  books,  and  have  them  for  in- 
spection of  the  creditors.    Suppose  they  do  not; 
no  remedy  is  provided.     The  bill  provides,  a  sec- ; 
ond  bankruptcy  shall  not  discharge  contracts,  and  \ 
a  third  shall  not  even  discharge  the  person  of  the  | 
debtor.  | 

No  provision,  however,  sir,  seems  to  bar  those 
who  were  discharged  under  the  former  law  from 
being  discharged  under  this;  such  persons  can 
have  two  full  benefits,  and  none  others.  The  bill 
admits  that  those  excluded  may  be  tempted  to  be- 
come bankrupts  in  the  hope  of  a  discharge.  But, 
if  he  be  not  found  within  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  act,  he  shall  not  be  entitled  to  a 
certificate,  nor,  if  granted,  .shall  it  avail  him. 

Gentlemen  talk  of  the  benefits  the  bill  is  to  be  to 
creditors.  Its  whole  purpose  is  the  release  of  the 
debtor  from  his  contracts,  and  with  invidious  and 
uniust  discriminations,  and  odious  and  unreason- 
able exclusions.  After  wading  to  the  35th  section, 
we  come  to  the  last  act  of  the  drama — the  certifi- 
cate of  bankruptcy  that  is  to  regenerate  and  disen- 
thral the  bankrupt  from  all  his  contracts.  A  dis- 
trict jud^e,  sitting  as  grand  chancellor,  must  issue 
this  amulet,  but  the  commissioners  must  certify  the 
bankrupt  has  acted  fairly,  and  two-thirds,  in  value 
and  number,  of  his  creditors  above  $50  must  sign 
the  certificate,  and  he  must  make  oath  he  has  sur- 
rendered his  effects  fairly.  Any  of  his  creditors 
may  be  heard  before  the  judge,  who  may  allow 
the  certificate  peremptorily,  or  have  a  summary 
hearing,  and  make  a  final  decree.  There  is  no 
jury  here — it  is  all  chancery.  If  a  corporation  be 
a  creditor,  and  that  only  be  wanting  to  make  the 
two-thirds  in  number  and  value,  it  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  nothing.  Now  it  may  happen  frequently 
that  these  proscribed  corporations  may  be  almost 
the  sole  creditor,  but  it  shall  have  no  control  over 
the  certificate.  A  bankrupt  may  owe  $20,000,  and 
$19,049  may  be  due  to  a  corporation,  and  $51  to 
an  individual;  that  individual  signing  will  release 
the  debtor  from  his  contracts.  This  extraordinary 
feature  is  a  new  one — it  was  not  in  the  law  of 


1800.     The  debtor  is  to  be  released  at  all  events 

that  is  the  object  of  the  bill.  It  is  the  first  time,  I 
venture  to  say,  such  a  feature  was  ever  proposed. 
It  is  departing  from  all  the  principles  of  rankrupt 
laws.  They  seem  to  have  gone  a  great  length  of 
time  before  they  were  discharged  at  all.  Tilfnow, 
even  in  Britain  they  have  not  ventured  to  dbre- 
gard  the  rights  of  more  than  one-quarter  or  on(H 
fifth ;  but  this  is  at  one  leap  reversing  all  former 
ideas. 

I  think,  sir,  it  is  pretty  clear,  a  certificate  under 
these  provisions  will  always  issue.  It  is  only  for 
the  bankrupt  stoutly  to  swear  through.  He  is  to 
have  family  maintenance,  three  dollars  a  day  for 
his  attendance,  and  a  dividend,  too,  if  he  be  honest 
enough  to  surrender  his  property.  But  a  certificate 
and  maintenance  are  secured  alike  to  honest  and 
dishonest.  If  a  bankrupt  does  not  discover  fraud- 
ulent demands,  he  loses  his  dividend  and  his  cer- 
tificate. This  only  points  out  where  frauds  will 
occur — it  offers  no  preventive.  A  jailer  is  to  for- 
feit $3,000  if  he  suffers  a  bankrupt  committed  on 
the  commissioner's  warrant  to  escape;  a  forfeiture 
of  $3,000  for  a  jailer!  It  might  just  as  well  have 
been  a  million.  The  assignees  are  to  sell  at  auc- 
tion, free  of  any  tJix.  I  doubt  the  wisdom  of  haz- 
arding this  provision.  I  believe  it  would  be  found 
difficult  to  resist  a  State  law,  that  should  levy  a 
tax  on  such  auctions.  The  petitioning  creditor  is 
to  give  bond  to  pay  the  costs  and  charges  of  the 
commission.  Tnis  would  be  very  convenient  in 
a  concerted  commission ;  if  the  commissioners  get 
their  fees,  we  shall  not  see  them  care  much  if  there 
be  a  dividend  or  not.  The  poor  man  who  may 
not  have  enough  to  pay  the  costs,  may  lie  in  jail 
till  the  laws  of  insolvency  release  him.  He  is  not 
worthy  of  the  boon  of  a  certificate  of  bankruptcy, 
though  he  may  have  been  an  eminent  and  honest 
merchant.  The  creditors  are  to  direct  the  deposite 
of  the  moneys  in  some  bank ;  but  if  the  as.signees 
do  not  choose  to  comply,  there  is  an  end  to  it.  By 
the  59ih  section  the  State  insolvent  laws  are 
reserved,  and  any  person  imprisoned  remaining 
t.ierein  one  month,  and  not  prosecuted  as  a  bank- 
rupt, is  to  be  relievable  under  these  laws.  Taking 
all  these  provisions  into  view,  and  what  must  be 
the  inevitable  conclusion  as  to  their  effect?  A  very 
small  class  of  our  insolvent  citizens  can  have  the 
benefit  of  a  certificate.  Those  who  are  within  its 
purview  are  the  class  whose  insolvency  has  very 
much  been  produced  by  extravagance  and  despe- 
rate adventure;  among  whom  the  strongest  temp- 
tation to  fraud  will  exist.  An  honest  merchant, 
of  whatever  extent  of  business,  and  however  a 
victim  of  misfortune  not  to  have  been  foreseen,  if 
he  has  surrendered  his  all,  and  no  petitioning 
creditor  can  expect  reimbursement  of  costs  and 
charges  of  the  commission^  is  without  the  scope 
of  the  bill's  benevolence;  is  turned  over  to  tne 
State  insolvent  laws — to  withering  despair;  while 
he  who  risked  nothing,  having  nothing,  who  has 
failed  full-handed,  and  withholds  from  his  credi- 
tors, may,  by  a  concerted  commission,  obtain  a 
release  almost  to  a  certainty.  This  law  is  to  close 
immediately.  Do  you  not  believe  those  who  are 
anxious  for  its  benefit  are  prepared  to  realize  it  ? 
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Yes,  sir;  we  must  know  little  of  human  nature  if!  their  office  by  permanent  tenure,  of  every  degree 
we  do  not  believe  it ;  and  they  will  be  sought  by  of  intellect  and  professional  capacity,  who  cannot 
all  the  means  human  experience  has  matured  in  always  be  known  when  appointed,  but  whom  you 
England,  or  by  the  former  law  here,  of  which  this  must  take  for  better  or  worse,  in  sickness  or  in 
is  substantially  a  copy,  so  far  as  relates  to  tempta-  health,  through  good  and  evil  report.  From  such 
tions  to  frauds  and  perjuries.  The  old  maxim  of  a  system,  what  can  we  expect  but  the  fruits  of  a 
the  merchant  was,  that,  if  he  became  opulent  by    tyranny  erected  by  folly  ?  ,.     ,  ^ 

a  life  devoted  to  business,  it  was  the  success  that ;  It  was  not,  till  within  a  few  days,  that  1  deter- 
founded  his  wishes.    But,  in  later  times,  it  was    mined  to  examine  this  bill,  and  the  principles  en 

'     '    '       founded.    It  was  a  subject  I  was  not 
,  conversant  with.     I  went  into 

'    «rmi«>     1 1  Kro  rv    tf\     cc^ar/^n     for     inTV\rT>iQ  tir*n  J   lOUDd 


accounted  nothing  unless  four  or  five  years'  busi-  ;  which  it  is  founder 
ness  did  not  realize  a  splendid  fortune,  and  in  the  ,  (as  I  before  noted) 
mean  time  allow  the  indulgence  in  splendid  ex-'  your  library  to  search  for  information, 
travagance.  No  doubt  there  will  always  be,  among  plenty  of  law,  but  I  could  find  nothing  m  the  his- 
insolvent  trading  men,  many  of  merit ;  but  the  tory  of  the  administration  of  it.  I  was  led  to  in- 
mass  of  those  whom  this  bill  compassionates  and  |  quire  of  my  experienced  friend  from  North  Caro- 
seeks  to  relieve,  are  very  far  from  being  of  the  Ima,  (Mr.  Macon,)  upon  what  ground  the  former 
class  of  insolvents  most  to  be  pitied  and  most  wor-  ■  had  been  repealed.  He  referred  me  to  the  chair- 
thy  of  relief.  The  great  defect  of  all  bankrupt  man  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  of  the  House 
laws,  and  of  this  in  particular,  is,  that  it  does  not :  of  Representatives,  (Mr.  Newton,)  who  had  bwa 
discriminate  between  the  innocent  and  blamable  i  active  in  proposing  the  repeal.  He  very  kindly 
insolvent.  They  are  equally  entitled  to  relief,  on  a  !  informed  me  that  law  had,  in  three  years,  pro- 
surrender  of  their  property;  equally  entitled  to  duced  universal  disgust,  from  the  enormous  eviU 
daily  pay,  family  maintenance,  &c.;  though  the  it  had  originated.  He  obligingly  added,  I  can  put 
one  by  misfortune  may  have  lost  fairly  and  hon-  |  into  your  hands  the  minutes  ot  evidence  taken  be- 
orablya  solid  fortune,  and  the  other  never  had  1  fore  a  committee  of  the  British  House  of  Corn- 
owned  a  solid  dollar.  No  law  can  be  safe  or  use- :  mons,  on  the  subject  of  their  bankrupt  laws,  re- 
fulthat  consolidates  such  extremes,  and  extends  1  ported  in  the  year  1818.  I  found,  subsequently, 
equal  benefit  to  men  of  so  very  different  aspects  of ;  the  document  had  been  in  the  hands  of  my  friend 
character.  Bankruptcy  will  hardly  cure  the  rash  ,  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Smith,)  and  his  no- 
and  desperate  adventurer.     He   has  the  impulse 


He  has 
from  nature,  and  habit  has  confirmed  it  on  him. 
Certificate  him  and  make  him  a  new  man,  and  we 
shall  soon  see  the  meteor  reappear  in  the  precincts 
of  trade. 

In  the  63d  section,  a  chancery  jurisdiction  is 
gotten  up,  that  ii  to  extend  to  all  ca.ses  arising 
under  bankrupt  laws.     It  is  not  easy  to  con£eiye 


tices  have  facilitated  my  examination  of  it  much. 
At  one  time  I  resigned  the  task  into  his  hands  I 


am  now  executing,  but  a  multiplicity  of  engage- 
ments has  induced  him  to  refer  it  back  to  me.  I 
have  thus  lost  some  time,  and  have  not  been  able 
to  speak  in  a  manner  so  well  digested  as  I  wished. 
I  shall  recur  to  the  minutes  of  evidence  ;  they  are 
derived  from  commissioners  of  bankrucptcy  of  the 


the  consequences  that  are  thence  to  flow.  This,  \  best  standing,  solicitors,  members  of  Parliament, 
too  is  the  English  system,  only  there  there  is  a  i  and  men  in  business.  I  shall  not  read  the  extracts 
sinile  head,  but  here  we  are  to  get  up  a  hydra,  !  m  a  digested  order.  They  go  directly  to  illustrate 
with  as  many  heads  as  there  are  circuit  and  dis-  ■  and  sustain  the  observations  I  have  made  general- 
trict  judges ;  every  one  being  a  tribunal  of  the  last '  ly.  They  prove,  conclusively,  that,  after  a  trial  of 
resort.  So  monstrous  an  innovation  on  all  the  |  three  centuries,  in  England,  and  frequent  statutory 
just  principles  of  jurisprudence  has,  I  believe,  modifications,  the  system  has  at  last  resulted  m 
never  been  adventured  upon  by  any  the  most  des-  \  multiolying  crimes  and  most  extensive  evils.     In 

Every  pretence  will  justify    fine,  that  it  has  failed.     Mr.  Montague,  a  commis- 

!  sioner, says:  "Theadvi 


potic  Governments, 
a  chancery  suit. 

The  evil  passions  will  be  ever  ready  to  seize  this 
mean  of  gratification,  and  professional  ingenuity 
will  be  taxed  to  spread  the  evil.    Chancery   is 
chancery  every  where.     It  is  one  of  those  modes 
of  administering  distributive  justice  not  compati- 
ble with  a  free  country.     Bills  can  be  filed  in  the 
scheme  here  presented,  where  no  decision  is  sought 
or  wished.     He  who  may  be  thus  assailed  will  be 
happy  if  he  lives  long  enough  to  get  clear  of  his 
defence.     The  decree  is  to  be  according  to  equity 
and  good  conscience,  and  shall  be  conclusive,  and 
forced  by  attachment  or  other  process  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  judge—"  the  law  of  tyrants."    You 
may  call  him  who  has  power  such  as  this  a  judge, 
but  he  is  in  essence  a  tyrant,  and  you  can  have 
no  security  against  his  abusing  his  powers  but 
public  opinion,  a  poor,  though  the  only  check  upon 
tyrants.    You  will  have  by  this  bill  at  once  thirty 
independent  and  uncontrolled  chancellors,  holding 


rantages  of  being  solicitor  are 


'  almost  obvious ;  all  the  litigation  with  which 

'  the  estate  may  be  properly  or  improperly  burden- 

'  ed — litigation  not  checked  by  the  fear  of  expense 

'  to  the  individual  on  whose  oehalf  the  process  is 

'  instituted,  and  not  subjected  to  any  control,  ex- 

'  cept  by  the  assignee,  with  whom  there  may  be 

'  such  an  understanding  as  not  to  render  inv^ti- 

'  gation  expedient."    "Assignees  seek  the  appoint- 

'  ment  to  conceal  transactions  which  others  might 

'  detect,  as  a  case  of  usury.     I  once  knew  a  case 

'  where  a  bankrupt  reluctantly  disclosed  an  usuri- 

'  ous  transaction,  conscious  of  the  control  of  the 

'  creditor,  as  assignee,  without  success,  as  the  de- 

'  linquent  would  not  sign  the  certificate,  and  of 

'  course  he  was  not  a  competent  witness.   A  credi- 

'  tor  who  has  obtained  a  preference  in  payment  is 

'  often  anxious  to  become  an  assignee,  to  prevent 

'  a  disclosure.     Assignees  often  offer  themselves 

'  to  favor  the  bankrupt  in  concerted  commissions. 
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'  Men  in  the  same  traiTe  will  offer  to  learn  who 

*  were  the  bankrupt's  customers.    Another  motire 

*  to  become  assignee  is,  to  purchase  the  bankrupt's 

*  estate  in  collusion  with  him.    Another  is  to  re- 

*  tain  the  unclaimed  dividends  or  undivided  re- 

*  sidue.    The  last  motive  which  induces  a  wish  to 

*  be  assignee,  is  to  obtain  dominion  over  the  bank- 

*  rupl's  property,  which  may  result  in  entire  era- 

*  bezzlement.   With  regard  to  the  proof  of  accom- 

*  modation  bills,  I  believe  them  to  exist  to  a  very 

*  considerable  and  alarming  extent.   I  believe  con- 

*  elusive  proof  of  this  might  be  obtained  from  ex- 
'  amining  what  creditors  have  proved  debts,  under 

*  different  commissions.  In  a  case  before  the  10th 
'  list  of  commissioners,  I  was  counsel  against  the 
'  proof  of  certain  debts;  almost  all  of  them  were 
'  Drought  forward  by  persons  who  were  or  had 
'  been  bankrupts.  They  were  defeated,  and  the 
'  parties,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  compromised, 

<  and  I  heard  no  more  of  it.     In  1809  a  bankrupt, 

*  for  whom  I  was  retained  in  counsel,  told  me  that 

<  he  could  obtain  the  signature  of  any  number  of 
'  persons  to  his  certificate ;  that  nothing  was  more 

<  easy  than  to  obtain  the  proof  of  fictitious  debts, 
'  and  that  there  were  persons  who  lived  by  proving 
'  debts  and  signing  certificates.  There  are  many 
'  men  in  the  city  of  London  who  obtain  capital 
'  for  extensive  business  out  of  the  trust  of  assignee. 

*  When  the  creditor:*  become  very  clamorous,  and 

*  they  have  been  summoned  two  or  three  times 
'  before  the  commijsioners,  at  the  end  of  two  years, 
'  or  perhaps  longer,  they  will  declarea  first  dividend, 

*  taking  care  to  keep  a  considerable  sum  on  hand, 
'  and  this  they  will  do  by  entering  claims  aa;ainst 
'  the  estate,  to  be  proved  at  the  next  dividend,  and 
'  reserve  the  amount  of  such  claims  in  hand  at  the 
'  first  dividend.  After  a  lapse  of  another  two  or 
'  three  years,  they  will  declare  a  second  dividend. 
'  The  creditors  bein^  thus  wearied  out,  a  third  or 
'  final  dividend  is  seldom  obtained  of  assignees  of 

*  this  description.     Sir,  says  a  correspondent  to 

*  me,  could  you  see  those  numerous  cases  of  mal- 
'  versation,  misapplication,  and  shameful  neglect 

*  of  assignees,  that  perpetually  meet  the  eye  of  the 
'  solicitor,  you  would   be  satisfied,  with  me,  they 

*  are  a  great  cause  of  bankruptcy  itself.  The 
'  practice  has  now  got  to  such  a  pilcn,  that  I  verily 
'  believe  barely  one  assignee  in  a  dozen,  fairly,  in- 
'  dustriouslv,  and  honestly,  performs  his  duty." 
After  a  tedious  detail  of  abuses,  which  your  pa- 
tience will  not  allow  me  to  read,  Mr.  Montague  pro- 
poses, as  a  remedy,  «  that  there  should  be  an  A c- 

*  countant  General,  charged  with  the  disposing  of 

*  the  effects,  collecting  the  debts,  and  making  divi- 

*  dends  pertaining  to  all  bankruptcies."  The  bill 
before  us  goes  upon  the  old  British  system  of  as- 
signees. It  is  in  vain  gentlemen  hope  to  escape 
these  abuses.  Are  Americans  less  acute  than 
Britons  ;  or  have  they  shown  less  address  in  every 
branch  of  trade?  These  abuses  grow  out  of  the 
spirit  of  trade ;  they  intrinsically  belong  to  it,  and 
no  legislation  can  avoid  the  evils  if  you  adopt  a 
bankrupt  system.  Again,  Mr.  Montague  says: 
"In  forty  thousand  bankruptcies,  I  doubt  whether 
'  there  have  been  ten  prosecutions.  I  believe  there 
'  have  only  been  three  ezecations,  and  yet  fraudu- 


'  lent  bankrupts  and  concealments  of  property  are 
'  proverbial ;  are  so  common  as  to  be  supposed  al- 

*  most  to  have  lost  the  nature  of  crime." 

Mr.  Montague  proposes  "  to  assist  prosecuting 
creditors  with  funds  out  of  th*  bankrupt's  estate. ' 
This  shows  that  it  is  not  the  severity  of  the  punish- 
ment only  that  discourages  prosecutions,  out  the 
difficulty  of  conviction,  trouble  and  expense,  which 
operate  alike  under  milder  or  severer  punishments. 
Your  bill,  like  the  British  system,  supposes  that  an 
act  of  bankruptcy  shall  be  done  with  intent  to  de- 
fraud or  delay  a  creditor ;  therefore,  an  act  to 
benefit  him  cannot  be  an  act  to  defraud  or  delay 
him.  This,  says  Mr.  Montague,  "  is  the  whole 
foundation  of  concerted  commissions."  The  bill 
will.  I  have  no  doubt,  produce  a  plentiful  harvest 
of  the  abuses  accompanying  then,  and  growing 
out  of  them.  The  evidence  proceeds :  "The  credi- 
'  tor  sustains  by  the  bankrupt  a  loss  of  property, 
'  his  feelings  are  also  wounded  by  the  improper 
'  conduct  of  one  m  whom  he  confided.  He  ought, 
'  therefore,  to  have  control  over  the  certificate.  It 
'  is  impossible  he  should  explain  to  any  tribunal 
'  the  nature  of  the  injury  he  may  have  sustained 
'  by  abuse  of  his  confidence.  I  propose  three-fifths 
'  in  number  and  value  of  the  creditors  should  con- 
'  trol  the  certificate."  In  the  bill  before  us  the 
creditor  may  be  heard,  but  the  iudge  has  power  to 
give  the  certificate  peremntorily,  and  without  ap- 
peal from  his  decision.  6ught  such  a  power  to 
release  any  man  from  the  obligation  of  contracts, 
to  be  rested  any  where?  The  bill  proposes  two- 
thirds  of  the  creditors,  but  it  seems  designed  to 
dispense  with  them  altogether. 

Mr.  Montague  was  asked,  "  Do  you  not  think 
'  it  extremely  common  for  the  most  undeserving 
'  bankrupts  to  obtain  their  certificates  ?  I  do  be- 
'  lieve  that  it  is  most  common  for  the  most  unde- 

*  serving  bankrupts  to  obtain  their  certificates  by 
'  fraudulentand  improper  means,  to  the  great  injury 
'  of  the  ^ood  creditor,  and  to  the  great  injury  of 
'  public  justice ;  and  I  do  think  that  it  freauently 
'  happens  that  dishonest  bankrupts,  from  having 
'  recourse  to  means  from  which  hone>ty  woula 
'  recoil,  have  greater  facility  in  obtaining  their 
'  certificates  than  honest  men  possess."  Mr.  Mon- 
tague, from  the  6th  volume  of  Vesey's  Reports, 
read  the  following  declaration  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor :  "  He  expressed  his  strong  indignation  at 

*  the  frauds  committed  under  cover  of  the  bankrupt 
'  laws.  The  abuses  of  it  are  a  disgrace  to  the 
'  country.  It  would  be  better  to  repeal  at  once  all 
'  the  statutes  than  to  suffer  them  to  be  applied  to 
'  such  purposes.  There  is  no  mercy  to  the  estate; 
'  nothing  is  less  thought  of  than  the  commission. 
'  As  they  are  frequently  conducted  in  the  country, 
'  they  are  little  more  than  a  stock  in  trade  for  the 
'  commissioners,  the  assignees,  and  the  solicitor. 
'  Instead  of  solicitors  attending  to  their  duties  as 
'  ministers  of  the  court,  for  they  are  so,  commis- 
'  sions  of  bankruptcy  are  treaiea  as  matter  of  traf- 
'  fie.  A  taking  up  the  commission,  B  and  C  acting 
'  as  commissioners.  They  are  considered  as  stock 
'  in  trade,  and  calculations  are  made  how  many 
'  commissions  can  be  brought  into  the.  partnership. 
<  Unless  the  court  holds  a  strong  hand  over  a 
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'  bankruptcy,  particularly  as  administered  in  the 

*  country,  it  is  itself  accessary  to  asgreat  a  nuisance 

*  as  any  known  in  the  land,  and  known  too  to  pass 

*  under  the  forms  of  its  laws."     This  opinion  ex- 
"  pressed  in  1809,  Mr.  Montague  "  conceives  to  have 

oeen  greatly  strengthened  by  cases  which  have 
arisen  since."  The  Chancellor,  in  one  case,  con- 
cludes his  judgment  thus :  "  It  comes  round  to  this, 
'  whether  in  a  case  where  one  partner  is  petition- 
'  ing  creditor,  another  partner  the  acting  commis- 

*  sion,  another  partner  the  solicitor  to  the  com- 
'  mission,  and  the  remaining  partner  the  sole 
'  assignee,  the  commission  can  be  permitted  to 
'  stand."  It  is  the  Chancellor  speaks.  Isthisasystem 
we  ought  to  copy  ?  In  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Van- 
dercom,  a  solicitor,  he  was  asked.  "  If  in  his  ei- 
'  perience  the  greater  number  of  tne  acts  of  bank- 

*  ruptcy  had  not  been  concerted  ?  Answer.  I 
'  think  they  have,  the  greatest  part  of  them.  Do 
'  you  not  think  the  majority  of  commissions  are 
'  issued  with  the  concurrence,  and  at  the  request 
'  of  the  bankrupt?  I  think  they  are."  He  was 
asked,  "  Is  it  not  in  the  power  of  an  insolvent  to 

*  delay  his  bankruptcy,  and  in  the  interim  misap- 

*  ply  property  in  payment  of  favored  creditors  ? 

*  It  certainly  is.     Have  you  not  known,  in  the 

*  course  of  your  professional  experience,  a  great 

*  many  dishonorable  and  worthless  bankrupts  ob- 
'  tain  their  certificates  ?     I  certainly  have.     I  may 

*  venture  to  say,  I  have  hardly  known  an  unfortu- 
'     '  nate  man  wno  was  altogether  deprived  of  his 

'  certificate,  or  a  dishonest  one  that  did  not  find  the 
'  means  of  procuring  it."    "  The  man  goes  with 

*  the  warrant  ofseizure,"  says  Mr.  Vandercorn;"he 

*  is  placed  below  stairs,  and  knows  nothing  of  what 
'  is  going  on  above.  This  I  believe  to  be  the  time 
'  when  the  greatest  peculation  prevails.  Relations 
'  and  friends  attend  for  condolence.  I  believe 
'  most  of  them  take  something  away.     They  live 

*  upon  the  house  and  the  produce  so  long  as  they 
'  are  permitted."  Mr.  Lavie,  a  soliciter,  on  evi- 
dence, says  :  "  The  business  of  bankruptcy  is  not 
'  sought  Tor  eagerly  by  solicitors  of  eminence  and 

*  character.     As  the  bankrupt  laws  are  at  present 

*  managed,  they  afford  advantage  to  no  one  except 

*  the  bankrupt.     If  solicitors  do  their  duty,  they 

*  get   neither  credit  nor  profit.     With  re^rd  to 

*  creditors,  any  means  short  of  bankruptcy  in  hon- 

*  est  cases  is  preferable,  and  I  consider  the  criterion 

*  of  a  person  subject  to  the  bankrupt  laws,  being 

*  desirous  of  acting  fairly  by  his  creditors,  is,  whe- 
'  ther  he  seeks  a  bankruptcy,  or  is  desirous  to  avoid 

*  it.     Those  desirous  of  making  up  their  affairs 

*  without  a  bankruptcy,  are  certainly  to  be  com- 

*  mended ;  and  those  anxious  to  go  into  the  Grazette 

*  evidently  have  in  view  their  own  relief,  not  the 
'  interests  of  their  creditors.  Upon  all  occasions 
'  1  have  considered  it  for  the  interest  of  my  em- 
»  ployers,  whether  bankrupts  or  creditors,  to  en- 

*  deavor,  in  the  first  instance,  by  every  possible 

*  means,  to  prevent  a  commission  from  issuing. 
'  The  settlement  of  the  affairs  of  insolvents  in  my 
'  office  have  been  very  numerous.  Compositions 
'  and  other  modes  of  arrangements  have  very  much 
'  increased.  The  increase  of  bankruptcies  being, 
'  in  my  opinion,  solely  of  petty  traders,  so  long  as 


the  bankrupt  laws  continue  as  they  are  now,  any 
thing,  as  I  have  said  before,  short  of  bankruptcy, 
is  desirable."    Again,  Mr.  Lavie  answers :  "  If 
the  solicitor,  assignee,  and  the  bankrupt,  should 
be  in  collusion  together,  proving  debts  Sy  oath, 
where  the  creditor  does  not  appear,  would  afford 
facility  for  frauds."    This  avenue  is  left  entirely 
open  in  the  bill.     Sir  Samuel  Romilly  states,  in 
his  evidence.  "  There  is  an  offenceoften  committed 
under  the  oankrupt  laws,  more  serious  than  not 
surrendering,  or  concealing  property,  for  which 
there  is  appointed  a  much  slighter  punishment, 
to  wit :  the  pocuring  of  a  commission,  in  order, 
by  means  of  false  and  fictitious  debts  proved  under 
it,  to  obtain  a  relief  from  real  debts.     This  has 
become  very  common.    This  fraud  can  only  be 
perpetrated,  by  numerous,  repeated,  and  flagrant 
perjuries.  This  is  an  intrinsic  vice  in  the  system, 
not  curable.     When  you  tempt  men  by  your  le- 
gislation to  commit  crimes,  your  penalties  avail 
nothing.   The  greatest  moral  evils  must  flow  from 
any  law  which  offers  the  hope  of  a  release  from 
dents  to  a  man  who  is  not  able  or  willing  to  pay." 
Mr.  Waithman,  a  man  of  great  experience  in 
trade,  says :  "  The  great  defect  in  the  system  has 
'  arisen  from  the  want  of  discrimination  between 
'  the  honest  and  dishonest  debtors.    They  are  on 

*  precisely  the  same  footing.  I  seldom  find  a  bank- 
'  rupt  fails  to  get  his  certificate.  I  have  witnessed 
'  property  passing  away  before  the  eyes  of  the 
'  creoitor,  and  he  has  not  been  able  to  lay  his 
'  hands  on  it.  I  pursued  a  bankrupt,  and  had 
'  above  twenty  meetinp ;  fictitious  debts  to  a  large 
<  amount  were  proved.  The  property  all  disap- 
'  peared  in  a  moment.  A  vast  number  of  bills 
'  were  fabricated  ;  they  chose  assignees,  and  car- 
«  ried  all  before  them.  I  had  twenty  meetings  at 
'  my  own  expense ;  he  swore  himself  out  or  one 
'  thing  into  another ;  I  at  last  obtained  consent  for 

*  his  commitment ;  some  doubts  as  to  form  defer- 
'  red  it  until  next  day,  and  the  man  ran  away,  and 
'  there  was  end  to  it."  "  I  have  observed,  there  is 
'  hardly  ever  a  man,  however  atrocious  his  con- 
'  duct,  who  cannot  contrive  to  get  his  certificate, 
'  and  go  into  business  again.  I  have  observed, 
'  nine  times  out  of  ten,  the  commission  is  worked 
'  for  the  benefit  of  the  bankrupt,  not  the  creditors." 
"  Do  you  not,  it  was  asked,  think  the  bankrupt 
'  law,  as  it  now  exbts  in  this  country,  is  a  scandal 
'  and  disgrace  to  it?  I  have  long  considered  it  so ; 
'  and  that  it  has  induced  much  dishonesty.  Major 
'  Simple  said  to  a  Bow-street  officer,  why  I  have 
'  be^n  a  fool  all  my  lifetime.  I  have  not  known 
'  how  to  go  to  worK  ;  I  have  been  running  the  risk 
'  of  my  fife  for  a  trifling  thing ;  but,  if  I  were  to 
'  begin  again,  I  would  open  a  shop  as  a  trader,  be- 
'  come  a  bankrupt,  and  make  my  fortune  at  once." 
Mr.  CuUen,  a  commissioner:  "The  bankrupt  law 

*  was  introduced  to  prevent  and  punish  frauds  of 
'  debtors,  and  distribute  their  property  equally 
'  among  their  creditors  ;  but  it  has  not  succeeded. 

*  However  wise  at  first,  and  modified  since,  it 
'  effects  neither  of  these  objects,  the  property  is 
'  not  forthcoming,  or  it  is  wasted.  The  ^me 
'  frauds  still  exist,  neither  diminished  nor  punbh- 

*  ed ;  and  a  new  class  has  sprung  up,  engendered 
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'  by  the  very  proceedings  instituted  to  prevent 
'  them,  so  that  the  promiQent  evil  of  the  present 

*  day  appears  to  be  the  bankrupt  law  itself.  VVith- 
'  out  it,  individual  creditors  would  have  the  or- 
'  dinary  chance,  by  better  luck,  or  greater  diligence 

*  to  recover  their  particular  debts.  But,  the  bank- 
'  nipt  law,  while  it  defeats  individual  right,  pro- 
'  duces  the  loss  of  all  under  the  precious  forms  of 

*  proceeding  at  the  common  expense  for  the  com- 
'  mon  benefit.    I  am  convinced  that  a  majority 

*  of  commissions  that  issue,  may  be  considered  as 
'  a  sort  of  conspiracies  between  the  debtor,  and 

*  one  or  more  of  his  creditors,  to  plunder  the  rest. 

*  Concerted  commissions  must  arise  out  of  this  law 
'  from  the  nature  of  its  provisions.  I  would  sug- 
'  gest  whether  the  certificate  should  discharge  the 
'  future  property,  except  the  estate  paid  75  per 
'  cent  ?"  In  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Grote,  a  banker, 
it  is  stated  :  "  That  the  improvidence  of  the  bank- 
'  rupt ;  the  false  statement  he  gives  in  at  the  third 
'  examination  ;  the  want  of  making  the  most  of  his 
'  effects ;  (the  account  of  which  he  gives  in  on  his 
'  third  examination.)  The  assignees  seldom  pay 
'  any  dividend  whatever.  I  applied  within  the  last 
'  six  months  for  dividend  in  tnree  instances.    In 

*  the  first  £30,000  were  proved  to  exist  two  years 
'  after  the  commission  issued.  The  assignee  had 
'  collected  barely  £200,  which  was  absorbed  in  ex- 
'  penses.  In  a  second  case  I  got  seven  farthings 
'  m  the  pound ;  and  in  the  third,  a  dividend  of 
'  nine  pence.  I  have  perfectly  made  up  my  mind 
'  that  I  would  rather  take  an  offer  of  two  shillings 
^  and  six  pence  in  the  pound  than  my  chance  for 
'  a  dividend  if  it  went  to  the  Gazette.  I  suggest 
'  that  no  bankrupt  should  have  his  certificate  un- 

*  less  he  paid  a  dividend."  Mr.  Montague  says  : 
"Bankrupts  are  induced  to  conceal  their  property 
'  in  order  to  bribe  their  creditors ;  they  buy  goods 
'  upon  credit,  after  the  last  act  of  bankruptcy,  in 
'  order,  either  to  make  partial  payments  to  hostile 
'  creditors,  or  to  fail  full  handed  ;  and  if  the  hon- 

*  esty  of  the  bankrupt  renders  him  unable  to  bribe 
'  his  creditors,  they  have  another  resource,  by  ob- 
'  taining  security  from  him,  or  by  extorting  from 
'  the  compassion  of  his  friends,  what  they  cannot 
'  procure  from  his  poverty. 

Mr.  Lockhart,  a   member  of  the   committee, 
stated :  ^'  that,   in   almost   every   commission    in 

*  which  he  had  been  named,  he  found  the  bank- 
'  rupt  had  acted  with  great  injustice  towards  his 
'  creditors,  generally  with  dishonesty  and  fraud, 

*  and  always  with  imprudence  and  carelessness  of 
'  the  wreck  of  his  substance,  which  is  not  his,  but 

*  theirs.     The  cause  is  found  in  the  facility  with 

*  which  the  bankrupt  goes  through  his  commis- 

*  sion.     It  is  proved  from  the  situation  he  is  gen- 

*  erally  found  in  after  his  last  examination,  the 

*  appearance  he  makes,  and  the  connexions  he  re- 
'  news.  The  want  of  a  due  investigation  to  dis- 
'  criminate  between  innocent  insolvents  and  fraud- 
'  ulenl  ones  appears  to  be  a  radical  defect  of  our 
'  law.  It  is  difficult  at  present  to  prevent  the  proof 
'  of  unfounded  claims,  and  which  are  generally 
'  attempted  to  be  proved  with  a  view  to  the  choice 
'  of  assignees,  and  the  granting  of  the  certificate. 
*  There  are  laws  now  m  force  to  prevent  these 


*  practices,  but  they  are  of  little  effect ;  and  the 
'  bankrupt,  who  might  detect  and  expose  them,  is 
'  the  party  most  interested  in  concealment  and 
'  silence.  The  committee  have  already  abundant 
'  evidence  of  those  criminal  combinations  and 
'  perjuries,  and  of  the  fictitious  bills  of  exchange 
'  which  are  drawn  and  circulated  in  order  to  give 
'  them  effect." 

I  shall  forbear  further  remark  ;  neither  your 
patience  nor  my  own  strength  allow  me  to  pro- 
ceed. I  look  for  the  argument  to  be  supported  by 
friends  much  better  qualified  than  I  am  to  do  it 
justice. 

When  Mr.  Roberts  concluded,  Mr.  Babbodr 
moved  that  the  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts,  it  was  agreed  to 
take  this  question  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  February  7. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  stating  that 
the  measures  which  have  been  authorized  by  the 
board  subsequent  to  the  report  of  the  5th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1820.  so  far  as  the  same  have  been  com- 
pleted, are  fully  detailed  in  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  that  board,  also  communi- 
cated as  part  of  the  report  of  said  Commissioner*; 
and  the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  presented  the 
memorial  of  the  General  Assembly  of  that  State, 
praying  that  the  right  of  pre-emption  may  be 
granted  to  certain  settlers  on  the  public  lands  with- 
in said  State;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Joseph  G.  Roberts,  ot  that  State,  and  late 
a  surgeon  in  the  Navy,  praying  to  be  allowed  a 
share  of  certain  prize  money  ;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  concerning  the  process  of  execution 
issuing  from  the  sixth  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  district  of  Georgia ;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Rosalie  P.  Deslonde,"  and  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Pierre  Dennis 
De  La  Ronde,"  reported  them  severally  without 
amendment. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  pub- 
lic buildings,"  was  twice  read  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Buildings. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
yesterday  to  appoint  a  joint  committee  to  ascertain 
and  report  a  mode  of  examining  the  votes  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President,  and  of  notifying  the  per- 
sons elected  of  their  election,  and  agreed  thereto  j 
and  Messrs.  Bahbook  and  Macon  were  appointed 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 
I     The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
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yesterday,  instructing  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  complying 
with  the  request  of  the  Choctow  Indians  to  grant 
tracts  of  land  to  certain  individuals,  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
yesterday,  instructing  the  Committee  of  Claims  to 
•  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  the  claim 
of  David  Cooper,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 
ofueorge  Jackson,  and  it  was  postponed  to  Mon- 
day next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Finance  on  the  petition 
of  John  Lowden ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  John- 
son, of  Louisiana,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

RELIEF  TO  LAND  PURCHASERS. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  again  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of^purchasers  of  public  lands;  and 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  moved  further  to 
amend  the  same  by  substituting  for  a  part  of  the 
bill  the  following  new  sections  : 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  iatere«t 

which  sbali  have  accrued  before  the day  of — — , 

upon  any  debt  of  ihe  United  States,  Tor  public  land, 
■hall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  remitted  and  dis- 
charged. 

8kc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  I'hat  on  all 
debts  to  the  United  States,  which  may  have  arisen 
from  the  purchase  of  public  land,  at  a  price  less  than 
three  dollars  the  acre,  a  discount  at  the  rate  of  twenty* 
five  per  cent,  shall  be  allowed  and  made  ;  and  that  on 
all  such  debts,  which  may  have  arisen  from  the  pur- 
chase of  public  land  at  or  above  three  dollars  the  acre, 
a  discount,  at  the  rate  of  thirty-three  and  one-third  per 
cent.,  shall  be  allowed  and  made ;  and  the  persons  in- 
debted to  Ihe  United  Statei),  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  di- 
vided into  three  classes :  the  first  class  to  include  all 
aach  persons  as  shall  have  paid  to  the  United  States 
only  one-fourth  part  of  the  original  price  of  the  land 
by  them  respectively  purchased  or  held ;  the  second 
class  to  include  all  such  persons  as  shall  have  paid  to 
the  United  Elates  only  one-half  part  of  such  original 
price ;  and  the  third  daas  to  include  all  such  persons 
as  shall  have  paid  to  the  United  Sutes  three-fourth 
parts  of  such  original  price ;  and  the  debts  of  the  per- 
•oos  included  in  the  first  class  shall  be  paid  in  eight 
equal  annual  instalments;  the  debts  of  the  persons  in- 
cluded in  the  second  class  shall  be  paid  in  tiiz  equal 
annual  instalments ;  and  the  debts  of  the  persons  in- 
cluded in  the  third  class  shall  be  paid  in  four  equal 
annual  instalments  ;  the  first  of  which  instalments,  in 

each  of  the  classes  aiureaaid,  shall  be  paid  on  the 

day  of ,  and  the  whole  of  the  debt  aforesaid  shall 

bear  an  annual  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent: 
Provided,  always.  That  the  same  shall  be  remitted 
upon  each  and  every  of  the  instalments  aforesaid, 
which  shall  be  punctuaHy  paid  when  the  same  shall 
become  payable  as  aforesaid. 

Sic.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  for  failure 
to  pay  the  several  debts  aforesaid,  in  manner  aforesaid, 
and  for  the  term  of  three  months  after  the  day  ap- 
pointed for  the  payment  of  the  last  instalment  thereof, 
in  each  of  the  classes  aforesaid,  the  land  ao  purchased, 
or  bdd  by  the  respective  persons  indebted  to  the  Uni- 

16th  CoN.  2d  Sfi88.— 10 


ted  States  as  aforesaid,  shall,  ipso  facto,  become  for- 
feited and  revert  to  the  United  tSutes. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  p%am 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  included  within,  or  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of,  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  who 

shall  not,  on  or  l>efore  the day  of  — — ,  sign*  and 

file  in  the  office  ot  the  register  of  the  land  office  of  the 
district  where  the  land  was  purchased,  a  declaration  kx 
writing,  expressing  his  consent  to  the  same. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  of  New  York, 
the  bill  and  amendments  were  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  establish  an  uniform  system  of  bftoit- 
ruptcy. 

Mr.  Barbour  delivered  his  sentiments  in  (^po- 
sition to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  that;  in  rising  to  address  tbe 
Senate  upon  the  subject  of  a  bankrupt  act,  he  Mt, 
equally  with  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
gina  (Mr.  Barbour)  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  the 
attention  of  those  who  were  called  to  decide  upon 
the  question :  That  gentleman,  however,  had  suc- 
ceeded in  giving  to  the  inquiry  an  interest  which  he 
could  not  aspire  to  excite.  The  subject  had  grown 
familiar  to  the  public  and  to  the  Legislature.  It 
was  dry  in  its  nature  and  voluminous,  and  to  ap- 
pearance complicated  in  its  details.  In  the  obs^'- 
vations  which  it  wa^is  present  intention  to  offer, 
be  should  avoid  details  and  confine  himself  to  m 
explanation  of  some  general  and  leading  princi- 
ples, and  even  in  performing  this  duty  he  feared 
he  might  fail  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate. Yet  he  was  firmly  persuaded  that  the  claim 
of  those  interested  in  the  result  of  the  question, 
was  exceeded  in  importance  by  none  but  those  sub- 
jects, a  decision  upon  which  was  at  all  times  in- 
dispensable to  the  support  of  Grovernment  With 
that  exception,  he  insisted  they  were  of  equal  rank 
with  any  other  question  that  could  be  agitated, 
whether  considered  in  reference  to  the  magnitude 
of  the  interested  party,  the  long  standing  of  th«r 
pretensions,  the  extent  of  the  benefit  to  be  derived 
from  the  relief  contemplated,  the  happiness  and 
comfort  which  would  attend  success,  and  on  the 
chagrin  and  misery  that  awaited  a  failure  of  the 
measure.  A  calamity  affecting  specially  one  class 
of  the  community,  spread  over  the  whole  extent  of 
the  nation,  sometimes  made  less  impression  on  the 
mind,  than  an  evil,  which,  though  involving  a 
much  less  considerable  number  of  mdividuals,  was 
felt  by  the  whole  society  of  a  particular  place — 
and  though  every  wind  which  blows  from  the  va- 
rious quarters  of  the  Union,  comes  laden  with  the 
sighs  of  the  unfortunate  insolvent,  and  the  groans 
of  the  imprisoned  debtor,  as  well  as  with  the  re- 
grets of  his  creditor,  yet  are  they  disregarded,  and 
die  upon  the  ear  before  they  reach  the  heart. 

If,  said  he.  the  fire  which  last  night  broke  oat 
in  the  city  had  extended  its  desolation  far  and 
vfide — if  the  torch  of  the  incendiary  had  been  ap- 
plied in  various  quarters  to  the  habitations,  and 
thousands  of  tenants  had  been  turned  houseless 
into  the  streete— or  if  the  Great  Dispoiet  of  events 
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had  Dcnnitted  the  baleful  pestilence  in  the  course !  always  exercised,  permanently  or  occasionally,  by 


of  the  past  season  to  sweep  over  its  population  ; 
and  under  these  circumstances,  the  survivors  of 
these  disasters  this  morning  filled  your  galleries 
and  lobbies  with  their  coraplaintsand  petitions  for 
assistance  ;  with  what  alacrity  would  you  proceed 
to  administer  whatever  relief  could  be  had  at  your 
hands,  possessing  a^  you  do  exclusive  jurisdiction 
in  this  District !  Yet  those  who  are  now  before 
you  with  petitions  for  your  humane  aid,  are  suffi- 
ciently numerous,  if  collected  together,  to  form  a 
population  very  many  times  exceeding  that  of  this 
city — their  accumulated  wretchedness  would  be 
found  to  exceed  that  of  the  visitations  just  supposed, 
and  they  are  equally  the  subjects  of  your  exclusive 
guardianship  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

The  time,  he  said,  had  now  arrived  in  which 
the  parties  interested  in  the  passing  of  a  bankrupt 
act,  were  entitled  not  merely  to  request  it  as  a  fa- 
Tor,  but  with  all  due  respect  to  demand  it  as  a 
right.     It  might  be  affirmed  as  a  universal  propo- 
sition, that  the  acceptance  of  a  trust  imposed  upon 
the  trustee  an  obligation  to  discharge  its  duties. 
A  sound  discretion  as  to  the  time  and  mode  of  per- 
forming buch  duties  were  certainly  of  course  im- 
plied, but  the  trustee  cannot  object  to  the  nature 
of  his  trust.     Now  the  objections  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Barbour)  go  to  the 
very  essence  of  the  trust  itself.     His  hostility  is  to 
a  bankrupt  act  at  all  timerand  in  all  places,  and 
to  such  objections  thus  openly  avowed,  the  true 
answer  is,  they  come  too  late.     You  have  accepted 
the  trust,  and  are  bound  by  the  Constitutioii.     But 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Roberts)  resorts  to  the  old  system  of  opposition 
to  the  measure,  and  while  he  objects  to  the  details 
of  the  bill,  in  other  words  to  the  mode  of  executing 
the  trust,  he  contends  still  for  the  discretionary 
power  of  Congress  in  the  selection  of  the  proper 
time.     There  is,  however,  no  real  difference  be- 
tween objections  to  the  nature  of  the  trust,  and 
such  objections  to  the  time  and  mode  of  execution, 
as  show  that  he  who  makes  them  will  never  be 
reconciled  to  any  time  or  any  mode.     Will  he 
pledge  himself  to  any  fixed  time  or  to  any  substi- 
tute for  the  proposed  plan  ?     If  he  will  not,  he  de- 
ceives himself,  (for  it  is  not  to  be  said  that  he  is 
insincere  to  others)  in  assailing  the  details  of  the 
bill,  when  his  enmity  applies  to  its  principle;  and 
in  objecting  to  the  exercise  of  a  discretion  at  this 
time,  which  he  in  his  conscience  wishes  and  means 
should  be  forever  suspended.     Thus,  the  two  hon- 
orable gentlemen  are  agreed  in  their  object,  and 
arrive  by  different  routes  to  the  same  issue.     It  is 
the  bankrupt  system,  under  all  its  aspects,  and  in 
every  imaginable  form,  to  which  they  are  opposed. 
It  i.-*  to  the  nature  of  the  trust — to  the  execution  of 
a  power  conferred  by  the  Constitution,  for  the  ben- 
efit of  a  gn^t  class  of  the  citizens  ol  the  Union, 
whose  trustees  you  are.     This  trust,  previously  to 
the  adoption  of  the  Federal   Government,  was 
vested  in  the  separate  States.     It  was  a  necessary 
and  instparaWe  incident  of  State  authority  claim- 
ing to  b«  itWfeign.     It  is  a  power  indispensable 
to  the  fll|M|lAei  of  a  commercial  people.    It  was 


the  Legislatures  or  subordinate   magistrates,  by 
standing  or  by  special  laws  in  the  separate  States. 
Now  it  can  be  no  longer  enforced  to  any  useful 
end  by  the  State  jurisdiction — it  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  Congress  as  trustees  for  all  persons,  whe- 
ther creditor  or  debtor,  who  have  or  may  have  an 
interest  in  such  a  system.     The  Supreme  Tribunal 
of  the  Union  has  decided  that  the  States  can  make 
no  laws  discharging  an  insolvent  person  from  the 
demands  of  his  creditors.    Of  consequence.  Con- 
gress is  bound  to  execute  this  trust  at  some  time, 
and  in  some  mode ;  otherwise  the  States  which 
have  surrendered  that  power  are  caught  in  a  snare 
and  disqualified  from  relieving  the  distress  of  their 
own  citizens — while  vast  numbers  of  unfortunate 
persons  are  converted  into  outlaws  and  deprived 
of  the  benefits  and  protection  afforded  to  the  citi- 
zen by  all  civilized  communities.     This  high  ob- 
ligation to  execute  a  trust  for  the  use  of  ail  who 
have  the  beneficiary  interest  is  a  fundamental  of 
all  public  as  well  as  of  all  municipal  law.     Neither 
the  executive  or  judiciary  departments  can  dis- 
pense with  the  performance  of  their  several  duties, 
constantly  and  indefinitely,  under  the  pretext  of 
discretion  in  regard  to  time  and  means. 

Nor  can  the  right  of  Congress  to  withhold  relief 
from  the  urgent  claims  of  a  great  portion  of  their 
constituents  be  inferred  from  their  power.  It  was 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  activity  and  energy  to 
the  powers  vested  in  the  General  Government  that 
the  Constitution  was  framed,  and  not  to  the  end 
that  such  as  could  not  be  efficaciously  employed 
by  the  separate  States,  but  were  nevertheless  of 
vital  importance,  should  be  thrown  into  a  general 
reservoir  of  national  authority,  and  therein  be  per- 
mitted to  remain  entirely  stagnant.  It  was  not, 
he  repeated,  his  intention,  on  the  present  occasion, 
to  go  into  an  investigation  of  the  special  provisions 
of  the  bill  upon  the  table.  Should  this  be  thought 
requisite,  after  the  attention  of  Congress  had  been 
so  frequently  called  to  that  examination,  he  doubted 
not  it  would  be  undertaken  and  performed  by 
others  to  the  perfect  satisfaction  of  the  Senate.  He 
professed  that  his  object  would  be  merely  to  illus- 
trate, by  general  remarks,  the  points  to  which  he 
had  adverted,  namely,  the  condition  and  numbers 
of  the  applicants  for  relief — the  duty  of  Congress 
to  provide  for  it,  and  to  obviate  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal objections  now  urged  by  the  opponents  of 
the  measure.  Let  us  first,  then,  bestow  a  cursory 
consideration  upon  the  circumstances,  condition, 
and  numbers  ot  those  who  are  interested  in  the 
fate  of  this  question. 

The  debtors  may,  for  this  purpose,  be  divided 
into  three  classes.  First,  persons  in  actual  con- 
finement for  debt.  These  are  either  such  as,  in  a 
state  of  extreme  and  unqualified  pauperism,  drag 
out  their  wretched  existence  in  the  charnel-houses 
of  living  misery,  waiting  for  the  advantage,  so 
called,  of  State  insolvent  laws ;  or  others  who  are 
one  degree  removed  from  the  imipediate  dangers 
of  hunger  and  nakedness,  by  having  concealed 
some  paltry  remnant  of  the  wreck  of  their  little 
fortunes,  preferring  the  durance  of  bolts  and  ban 
to  the  iron  grasp  of  the  laws  which  authorize  the 
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•eizure  of  the  last  trifle  for  the  benefit  of  the  first 
plaintiff. 

The  next  description  of  persons  consists  of  those 
to  whom  the  calculating  or  relenting  mercy  of 
their  creditors  has  spared  the  last  bitter  portion  of 
actual  imprisonment,  but  who  are  stripped  nearly 
or  entirely  of  their  all,  and  turned  out  naked  upon 
the  world.  This  class  is  more  numerous  than  the 
other,  includes  a  greater  mass  of  misery,  and  calls 
upon  your  humanity  and  your  iwlicy  in  a  still 
louder  tone  for  commiseration  and  relief. 

Leaving,  then,  for  the  present,  all  considerations 
*  of  humanity,  surely  it  is  not  a  matter  of  light  mo- 
ment, that  this  numerous  body  of  individuals  are, 
in  their  present  circumstances,  disqualified  for  the 
performance  of  the  most  important  duties  of  the 
man  and  the  citizen.   Of  what  value  is  a  distressed 
and  harassed  insolvent  debtor  to  his  country  ?  His 
mind  is  distracted,  his  energies  are  paralyzed,  his 
heart  is  broken.     He  feels  as  if  all  his  relations  to 
society  were  extinguished.     His  sensibility  to  the 
happiness  or  misery,  to  the  honor  or  wrongs  of  his 
country,  are  merged   in   the   agony  of  nis  own 
wretchedness.      Selfishness  is  the  offspring  of  a 
sense  of  desolation  which  tells   him  he  has  no 
friends.     He  goes  forth  in  the  morning  under  the 
languid  impulse  of  some  vague  and  undelinable 
hope  ;  and  wanders  through  the  streets  busy  with 
occupations  in  which  he  has  no  share,  in  quest  of 
he  knows  not  what.     He  encounters  the  frown  of 
his  offended  creditor,  the  "  proud  man's  contume- 
ly," the  averted  countenance  of  the  friend  of  hap- 
pier days.     At  night  he  returns  to  a  habitation  of 
which  he  is  tenant  by  sufferance  from  hour  to 
hour.     He  meets  the  companion  of  his  sorrows 
and  the  partner  of  his  fate,  without  any  tidings  of 
comfort  even  in   prospect.     His  children  turn  to- 
wards him  with  the  instinct  of  the  nestlmg,  for 
the  food  which  he  has  not  brought.     To  hide  the 
anguish  of  his  soul,  he  flies  to  the  bed  which  the 
pity  of  his  creditor  may  have  left  to  him,  but  not 
to  repose.     Or  if  perchance  tired  nature  yields  for 
a  time  to  the  conflict  with  suffering,  and  the  tear 
which  blisters  on  his  cheek  permits  him  to  doze, 
instead  of  peaceful   visions,  poverty  and  famine, 
"  in  execrable  shape,"  disturb  his  dreams,  and  the 
sad  reality  of  his  waking  hours  is  exchanged  for 
thp  aggravated  torments  of  his  doubtful  slumbers. 
This  IS  an  epitome  of  the  days  of  thousands — too 
often  varied  by  recourse  to  the  miserable  comforts 
which  idleness  and  despair  are  so  apt  to  embrace. 
H  re,  then,  are  fathers   and  heads  of  families ! 
What,  in  this  state,  is  to  be  the  destiny  and  utility 
of  ihrir  children  ?     What  the  effect  upon  the  pub- 
lic morals,  wealth,  and  prosperity  of  the  nation? 
Entire  generations,  constantly  multiplying,  are  to 
be  brought  up  in  pauperism  and  idleness,  destitute 
of  education,  untaught  in  civil  duties,  and  insensi- 
ble to  the  love  of  country. 

There  was  still  a  third  class  of  debtors,  whose 
case  would  be  reached  by  this  bill.  Those  who, 
having  actually  become  insolvent,  or,  being  in 
failing  circumstances,  had  concealed  or  otherwise 
secured  property,  either  for  themselves  alone,  or 
for  favored  creditors.  In  this  class  are  compre- 
hended, not  merely  those  who  have  uken  this  step 


in  a  spirit  of  fraud,  but  great  numbers  who  would 
willingly  surrender  their  effects  under  a  bankrupt 
system,  out  who,  for  want  of  it,  make  their  con- 
sciences conform  to  their  exigency,  and  live  at  the 
expense  of  their  creditors  upon  a  fund  which  is 
daily  melting  away. 

Now,  sir,  as  the  wives  and  children  of  these  ua»- 
fortunale  perj^ons  are  manifestly  pariies  in  interest 
to  the  provisions  of  the  bill  not  less  than  them- 
selves, you  have  before  you  a  mass  of  distressed 
persons  seeking  for  relief,  which,  whatever  differ- 
ence of  opinion  may  prevail  respecting  their  ag- 
gregate number,  could  not  be  regarded  with  indif- 
ference if  they  alone  were  the  petitioners  for  the 
act.     But  they  are  far  enough  from  being  desti- 
tute of  auxiliaries  who  have  a  different,  but  still  a 
most  valuable  interest,  in  its  success.  The  creditor 
class  of  the  whole  nation  may  fairly  be  regarded 
as  uniting  in  the  support  of  this  bill.    Not  only 
had  numerous  petitions,  some  from  meetings  of 
merchants,  and  others  signed  by  individuals,  be«i 
preferred  to  Congress,  but  expressions  of  public 
sentiment  in  favor  of  it  were  reiterated  from  all 
quarters  of  the  Union,  with  one  accord,  through 
all  ordinary  vehicles  of  intelligence  and  opinion, 
in  newspapers,  and  pamphlets,  and  circular  letters. 
Never  did  a  more  general  and  longing  expecta- 
tion of  a  measure  prevail.     This  was  not  counter- 
acted, so  far  as  he  could  learn,  by  any  meeting, 
remonstrance,  or  opposition,  whatsoever,  except 
in  one  instance  by  a  portion  of  his  constituents— 
of  whom,  some  had  informed  him  subsequently  to 
the  signature  of  their  remonstrance,  that  they  had 


changed  their  opinion  and  been  converted  to  a 
belief  of  the  necessity  of  the  act. 

Taking,  then,  in  connexion  this  great  union  of 
men  and  interest  in  favor  of  the  measure,  he  was 
warranted  in  asserting  that  no  application  could 
be  made  to  Congress  more  entitled  to  attention. 
Some  uncertainty  attended  every  estimate  of  their 
numbers.  He  had  been  assured  that,  on  a  former 
occasion,  his  computation  was  quite  short  of  the 
sum  total.  From  his  best  means  of  information, 
he  now  was  induced  to  think  that  the  number  of 
insolvent  debtors  and  their  families  in  the  United 
States,  (of  appalling  magnitude  in  itself,)  when 
added  to  that  of  their  creditors,  amounted  to  at 
least  half  a  million  of  persons.  After  erery  al- 
lowance for  erroneous  data,  it  was  doubtless  very 

great a  number,  beyond  all  controversy,  equal  to 

the  population  of  several  States  in  the  Union, 
reckoned  collectively.  If  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Alabama,  (Mr.  King,)  who  was  on  his 
right,  and  the  other  honorable  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Eaton,)  on  his  left,  were  au- 
thorized to  represent  any  particular  grievance  bear- 
ing down  to  the  dust  the  entire  population  of  their 
respective  States,  which  it  was  competent  to  Con- 
gress to  redress ;  with  what  importunate  eloquence 
should  we  hear  from  them,  until  redress  was  ob- 
tained !  Yet  the  population  represented  by  the 
friends  of  the  bill  interested  in  its  fate,  greatly 
exceeded  that  of  both  those  States ;  and,  stricUy 
speaking,  had  a  more  legitimate  claim  on  the  na- 
tional Government  for  relief,  than  any  State  could 
ever  set  up,  inasmuch  as  a  unirenal  calamity  al- 
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ways  outweighs  a  local  grievance.  Then,  sir, 
wherefore  shall  not  these  persons  be  gratified  in  a 
reasonable  request?  What  requisite  is  wanting 
to  their  claim  ?  They  combine  numbers,  wealth, 
misfortune,  interest  in  the  country,  political  rights, 
and  a  special  right  to  a  Constitutional  protection, 
intended  expresi^ly  for  their  circumstances  and 
condition.  So  far  as  the  debtors  are  concerned, 
their  happiness  or  misery  is  involved. 

With  a  wise  Government  the  happiness  of  the 
citizens  will  always  be  regarded  as  its  princijal 
aim  The  happiness  of  each  class  constitutes  the 
welfare  of  all.  The  "  wlus  populi,''  which  is  the 
"OTiprma  ier,"  means  not  merely  the  safety  of  the 
people,  but  their  felicity,  for  the  promotion  of 
which,  only,  is  their  safety  of  any  value.  You 
may  have  safety,  and  glory,  and  snlendor,  and 
what  is  commonly,  though  falsely,  called  national  | 

gosperity,  in  monarchies,  and  under  despotic  forms.  | 
at  happiness  and  comfort  belong  to,  or  ought  to 
emanate  from,  the  depositories  of  a  mild,  paternal,  I 
popular  authority,  which  feels  the  sympathies,  con- ' 
suits  the  interests,  listens  to  the  petitions,  and  ob- 
viates the  complainte,  of  all  the  various  classes  of 
the  people.     Some  great  defect  of  wisdom  or  at- 
tention, or  of  enlarged  and  liberal  views,  is  always 
to  be  suspected  in  a  Republic  where  any  one  great 
portion  or  interest  in  society  is  permitted  to  re-  j 
main  for  years  together  in  a  state  of  discontent  ' 
and    misery,  withoat    a  single   public  measure  ! 
adopted  for  its  relief.  I 

Having  thus  stated  his  views  of  the  number  and  • 
pretensions  of  those  for  whose  benefit,  as  creditors  ' 
and  debtors,  the  bill  was  intended,  he  said,  he 
would  offer  a  few  remarks  explanatory  of  the  true 
intent  of  the  Constitution,  to  which  he  had  already 
alluded.    He  had,  indeed,  indulged  a  hope  that  the 
Senate  had  come  to  the  consideration  of  one  pub- 
lic bill,  which  might  proceed  without  the  em- 
barrassment of  Constitutional  difficulties.  But  the 
objections  of  honorable  gentlemen,  if  they  do  not 
proceed  to  the  whole  extent  of  a  denial  of  the  power  i 
of  Congress  to  legislate  upon  the  affair  of  oank- 
Tuptcy,  go  far  enough  to  render  the  power  nuga- 
tory, and  to  show  that  it  ought  to  remain  a  dead 
letter.    Yet  it  is  worthy  of  observation,  that,  in  that 
number  of  the  Federalist  which  treats  of  the  Con- 
stitutional provisions  concerning  bankruptcy,  (and 
which  in  the  edition  possessed  by  him  was  ascribed 
to  Mr.  Madison,)  the  fitness  of  vesting  the  whole 
power  of  making  laws  regulating  that  subject,  is 
considered  as  so  palpable  and  almost  self-evident, 
that,  for  that  express  reason,  the  writer  forbears  to 
illustrate  and  maintain  it  by  any  arguments,  rest- 
ing its  propriety  upon  the  obvious  dictates  of  com- 
mon sense,  and  leaving  it  to  the  understanding  of 
his  readers.     By  the  light  of  this  common  sense  it 
will  be  easy  to  discern  the  reason,  and,  indeed,  the 
necessity,  of  reposing  this  power  in  the  GJeneral 
Ctevemment,  as   contracts  are  governed  by  the 
laws  of  the  place  or  State  where  they  are  made. 
The  tribunals  either  of  the  State  or  of  the  United 
States  are  competent  to  do  complete  justice  to  a 
creditor  against  a  debtor,  while  he  continues  to  be 
•olvent.    Each  creditor  acts  for  himself,  and  if, 
kf  any  legal  frocess,  he  can  obtain  payment  of 


his  own  demand  when  due,  he  has  no  further  con- 
cern in  the  funds  of  his  debtor,  nor  in  any  arrange- 
ments or   negotiations  between   him   and  other 
creditors.    But  the  relations  of  the  creditor  of  the 
bankrupt  towards  him,  and  among  each  other,  are 
entirely  changed  by  his  insolvency.     He  becomes 
by  the  very  act,  conformably  to  the  principles  of 
natural  justice,  a  trustee  of  a  common  fund  for 
the  use  of  all  his  creditors,  in  a  just  proportion  to 
their  demands.     They  are  in  equity,  and  should 
be  in  law,  converted  into  one  party, and  compelled 
to  submit  to  an  average  loss,  and  to  be  precluded^ 
from  all  prioritic>s  and  preferences  in  favor  of  one 
or  more  of  their  number.     When  they  have  be- 
come entirely  possessed  of  such  fund,  it  is  still  in 
furtherance  of  the  same  just  and  equitable  princi- 
ples that  they  should  be  restrained  from  further 
legal  process,  in  every  part  of  the  nation,  against 
the  person  or  future  earnings  of  the  bankrupt.    His 
creditors,  however,  may  be  citizens  of  different 
States.     He  may  have  occasion  to  go,  or  to  place 
his  future  earnings  beyond  the  limits  of  his  own 
State.    If  any  of  his  debtors,  residing  in  another 
State,  should  become  bankrupt,  it  is  just  that  he 
should  be  entitled  to  the  same  measure  of  assets 
which  his  creditors  in  such  other  Slate  will  be 
empowered  to  obtain  from  him.     There  is  then  no 
one  State  whose  courts  or  laws  could,  by  any  pos- 
sibility, make  adjudications,  or  enforce  regula- 
tions, embracing  these  objects  and  innumerable 
collateral  circumstances  and  requisites  attending 
a  system  of  bankruptcy.     This  impossibility  was 
realized  by  the  framers  of  the  Constitution.    They 
knew  that  bankruptcy  was  incident  to  commerce 
at  all  times  and  in  all  places.     They  perceived 
that  an  uniform  system  only  would  be  capable  of 
securing  equal  and  impartial  justice  to  all  the  citi- 
zens, in  every  part  of  the  nation,  and  of  controlling 
the  monstrous  extravagancies  and  collisions  of  the 
State  insolvent  lavirs,  which  they  knew  were  not 
to  be  endured  among  the  citizens  of  the  same  na- 
tion.    Pursuant  to  these  convictions,  they  clothed 
Congress  with  the  entire  power;  and  it  is  quite 
worthy  of  observation,  that,  while  in  all  cases  of 
controversy  between  citizens  of  the  same  State, 
(unless  bankruptcy  has  happened,)  the  jurisdiction 
is  left  exclusively  in  the  State  courts,  yet,  in  the 
event  of  bankruptcy,  and  in  that  event  alone,  an 
act  of  Congress   rt-gulating  that   subject  would 
operate  directly  upon  all  controversies  to  which 
the  bankrupt  might  be  a  party,  (no  matter  with 
whom,)  and   consequently  draw  them   into   the 
sphere  of  the  national  judiciary.     Well  then  might 
the  author  of  the  Federalist,  iust  now  cited,  rely 
upon  the  full  and  unequivocal  concession  of  this 
power  to  Congress,  and  assume  for  it  a  character 
of  fitness  and  expediency  which  required  the  sop- 
port  of  no  commentary  whatever.     And  why,  tii^ 
should  this  most  urgent  and  necessary  measure  be 
delayed — a  measure  which  forms  a  distinguished 
feature  in  the  code  of  every  civilized  commercial 
nation?    If  the  time  has  not  arrived  for  the  expe- 
riment, in  what  disastrous  juncture  shall  it  be  ex- 
pected?   In  what  country,  and  at  what  period, 
has  commerce  been  exposed  to  the  tremendous, 
sudden,  and  toul  vicissitudes  which  it  has  under- 


gone in  our  own  nation,  and  in  our  own  time? 
When  was  ever  known  a  spirit  of  enterprise  so 
grdent,  impelled  by  such  prospects,  rewarded  by 
such  success,  tempted  to  such  dangers   and  sud- 
denly checked  by  a  reaction  so  overwhelming  and 
unexpected?    The  whole  world  of  commerce  is 
shaken  to  its  centre.     And  with  us  all  the  ele- 
ments and  means  of  commerce  are  disturbed  and 
impaired.     In  many  parts  of  the  country  an  un- 
sound currency  has  supplanted  a  valuable  medium, 
and  the  depreciation  of  capital  in  land,  produce, 
ships,  and  merchandise,  is  universal.    No  reliance 
can  be  placed  on  the  foreign  or  domestic  market, 
and  the  want  of  confidence  has  caused  the  pre- 
cious metals  to  be  withdrawn  from  circulation, 
and  to  be  hoarded  in  the  coffers  of  the  rich.— 
Surely,  then,  (if  ever,)  you  are  now  bound  to  ex- 
tend a  Constitutional  relief  to  citizens  who  are 
suffering  under  these  sad  reverses,  and  to  qualify 
them  by  active  occupation  to  attempt  to  retrieve, 
not  only  their  own  affairs,  but  the  general  pros- 
perity.    Many,  very  many,  of  these  persons  are 
ready  and  anxious  to  resort  to  industrious  callings, 
and  to  relieve  the  nation  from  the  weight  of  their 
support.     And  it  is  certain  that  those  who  are  not 
supported  by  their  own   industry  and  resources, 
must  subsist,  in  some  way  or  other,  upon  the  labor 
oc  resources  of  others,  and  are  a  dead  weight  on 
society.     They  eat  the  bread  of  others,  as  was  ex- 
pressed by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware, and  are  "nati  congujiure  frvga;''  the  fruits 
which  they  consume  belong  to  their  creditors. 

Sir,  all  these  suggestions  are  again  met  by  the 
old  objection  to  the  power  of  Congress  to  enact 
retrospective  laws,  and  it  would  seem  as  if  the 
distinction  between  retrospective  and  expo»t  facto 
laws,  instead  of  being  manifest  and  clear,  was 
without  reality. 

He  was  then  compelled  to  repeat,  what  was 
familiar  to  every  civilian,  that  an  ex  post  facto  law 
created  the  crime  which  it  punished,  but  a  retro- 
spective law  had  no  necessary  relation  to  crimes 
or  offences.    Every  ex  post  facto  law  is  retrospec- 
tive, but  the  converse  of  the  proposition,  that  every 
retrospective  law  is  ex  post  facto,  cannot  be  sus- 
tained.    Of  these,  the  first  description  is  repugnant 
to  the  fundamental  principles  of  humanity  and 
justice,  and  is  expressly  prohibited  by  the  Consti- 
tution.   But  retrospective  laws,  in  their  correct 
and  general  signification,  are  applicable  to  civil 
contracts,  controversies,  and  concerns.    Even  these 
should  be  passed  with  great  caution,  and  m  cases 
only  of  indispensable  necessity.    Insolvent  laws 
lall  under   this  rigorous  character  of  necessity. 
And,  therefore,  although  they  do  effect  what  in 
ordinary  cases  would  be  a  violation  of  private 
right  by  extinguishing  the  obligation  of  contracts, 
yet  this  power  was  undoubtedly  vested  in  the  seve- 
ral States,  and  exercised,  under  some  modification, 
by  most  of  them  in  this  particular  instance.    Many 
•    other  examples  of  this  species  might  be  adduced 
from  the  practice  of  the  States,  all  of  which  could 
not  be  justified  by  this  plea  of  necessity. 

This  right  of  regulating  the  affair  of  msolf  ency, 
so  far  as  it  was  claimed  and  applied  in  acts  im- 
pairing the  obligation  of  contracts,  was  taken  from 


the  States  and  transferred  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment    The  entire  argfument  is  comprehended  in 
the  following  propositions :   A  bankrupt  act,  ex  vi 
termini,  may  be  retrospective.     Congress  has  the 
exclusive  power  of  framing  such  an  act ;  and,  of 
consequence.  Congress  may,  and  the  several  States 
may  not,  make  acts  in  relation  to  bankruptcy,  the 
operation  of  which  may  be  retrospective.    The 
present  bill,  he  said,\iefined  the  various  delinquen- 
cies which  were  intended  to  constitute  acts  of 
bankruptcy.    These  must  be  committed  subse- 
quently to  the  passing  of  the  act.    In  regard  to 
them,  the  law  would  be  in  no  respect  ex  postfad^ 
or  retrospective.     But  he  would  not  disguise  his 
expectation  and  intention  that  its  operation  should 
be  retrospective  upon  all  contracts  existing  at  the 
time  of  its  passing.     So  that,  though  the  delin- 
quency constituting  a  bankrupt  should  be  poste- 
rior, the  salutary  influence  of  the  provisions  of  the 
law  should  reach  back  to  those  children  of  misfor- 
tune who  were  not  the  less  entitled  to  relief  be- 
cause their  trouble  was  of  long  duration.    A  law 
which  would  not  extend  to  antecedent  cases  would 
lose  its  principal  value  in  his  estimation.    His  ob- 
ject was  to  set  free  from  their  shackles  all  honest 
debtors  of  the  classes  designated  in  the  act,  who 
could  bring  themselves  within  its  provisions,  with 
the  consent  of  the  competent  number  of  their 
creditors.     Nothing  short  of  this  was  worthy  of 

effort 

The  next  objection  (said  Mr.  O.)  to  the  bill, 
urged  as  well  by  those  who  do,  as  those  who  do 
not  entertain  the  Constitutional  doubt,  is  the  lia- 
bility of  the  bankrupt  system  to  the  danger  of 
frauds.     To  this  it  was  easy  to  anticipate  the  gen- 
eral answer,  that  the  objection  was  not  peculiar 
to  this  bill,  but  lay  at  the  bottom  of  all  legislation 
upon  nearly  every  subject.     Laws  against  murdec 
might  give  birth   to  frauds  and  perjuries  also. 
Those  against  theft  and  the  receiving  of  stolen 
goods  were  frequently  the  sources  of  fraudulent 
practices  of  various  descriptions.    The  revernw 
laws  of  the  country  might  be  considered  as  a  fer- 
tile soil,  in  which  frauds  were  produced  in  peren- 
nial crops.     The  great  volume  of  balances  not 
accounted  for  by  the  receivers  of  public  moneys 
(which,  being  too  huge  to  lie  upon  his  ublc,  he 
had  been  obliged  to  place  under  it)  would  furnish 
materials  for  a  history  of  all  sorts  of  frauds,  with- 
out including  the  accounts  of  individuals  whose 
balances  were  merely  apparent,  and  those  who 
had  been  prevented  by  inevitable  casualties  from 
closing  their  accounts.     It  was  no  objection  to  a 
law,  that  it  was  susceptible  of  fraudulent  evasioa; 
and,  though  nothing  more  certainly  roused  the 
jealousies  and  prejudices  of  honest  minds  than 
the  cry  of  fraud,  yet  it  was  an  ingredient  died 
in  the  wool,  and  spun  in  the  yarn,  and  woven 
into  the  texture,  ot  all  the  laws  to  be  found  m 
the  statute  book.    But,  in  order  to  show  the  pecur 
liar  exposure  of  a  bankrupt  system  to  the  evasions 
of  fraud,  resort  is  had  to  the  experience  of  foreign 
nations,  and  of  our  own  country. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
has  occupied  nearly  a  day  in  reading  p^tm^m 
from  minutes  of  evidence  uken  before  a  commit- 
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tee  of  the  British  House  of  Commons,  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  operation  and  defects  of  their 
laws;  and  the  honorable  gentleman   from  Vir- 
ginia has  adopted  the  same  course,  though  not  to 
the  same  extent.     They  have  cited  detached  opin- 
ions, and  partial  extracts  bearing  upon  the  abuses 
and  imperfections  of  the  system,  and  those  only. 
Sir,  to  all  examples  of  thj^species,  it  would  seem 
sufficient  to  reply,  that  this  same  committee,  upon 
a  full  view  of  all  this  evidence,  made  a  report  of 
certain  improvements  of  whicn  they  thought  the 
system  to  be  susceptible,  but  were  far  enough  from 
recommending  its  abolition  ;  and  the  British  Par- 
liament, swayed  no  doubt  in  this  instance  by  the 
Erevalent  sentiments  of  the  mercantile  interest, 
ave  not  yet  adopted  even  those  improvements. 
It  was  then,  he  believed,  a  novelty  in  legislation, 
that  the  evidence  taken  before  the  committee  of  a 
foreign  legislature  should  be  adduced  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  to  the  end  of  inducing 
them  to  come  to  a  result  precisely  the  reverse  of 
that  which  had  been  attamed  bv  the  constituent 
body  to  whom  the  report  of  sucn  committee  had 
been  made.     This  was  inviting  the  Senate  to  do, 
upon  very  limited  information,  what  the  Parlia- 
ment had  refused  to  do  with  a  full  knowledge  of 
the  subject.     The  conclusion  was  undeniable  that 
Parliament,  after  long  experience,  deemed  an  ad- 
herence to  the  system  with  all  its  imperfections  to 
be  preferable  to  its  renunciation,  and  considered  it, 
on  the  whole,  better  than  any  substitute  that  had 
been  matured.    He  had  for  some  time  been  pos- 
sessed of  a  copy  of  the  documents  introduced  by 
those  gentlemen.     They  had  been  sent  to  him  by 
an  English  merchant,  eminently  conversant  with 
the  course  of  trade  between  this  country  and  Eng- 
land, and  with  the  operations  of  the  bankrupt  sys- 
tem there,  and  our  mongrel  systems  here,  at  his 
request,  to  furnish  him  with  materials  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  act,  and  accompanied   by  a  letter 
strongly  expressive  of  his  assurance  that  it  would 
elevate  the  credit  of  the  American  merchants,  and 
of  the  hope  that  this  Government  would  perceive 
the  utility  and  necessity  of  the  English  bankrupt 
act,  or  something  like  it. 

Mr.  O.  then  proceeded  to  a  brief  examination  of 
the  contents  of  some  of  the  depositions  taken  be- 
fore the  British  committee,  and  in  particular  to 
that  of  Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  (who,  as  he  contend- 
ed, was  the  best  informed  and  most  competent 
judge  of  the  whole  merits  of  the  system,)  and  re- 
peated and  enforced  the  assertion,  that  it  was  not 
the  aim  of  those  intelligent  persons  to  abolish,  but 
to  reform  the  bankrupt  system.     That  the  princi- 

Eal  defect  of  that  system,  as  has  been  stated  by  his 
onorable  friend  from  Delaware,  was  its  revolting 
severity,  which,  being  capital,  prevented  the  pun- 
bhment  of  the  fraudulent  bankrupt ;  and  that  a 
careful  comparison  of  the  entire  testimony  of  the 
witnesses   before   the  committee  of  Parliament 
with  this  bill,  (which  he  should  not  now  under- 
take,) would  demonstrate  that  many  of  the  minor 
defects  were  obviated.    He  entirely  dissented  from 
the  doctrine  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia^aintaining  that  France,  Holland,  and  other 
commercial  nations,  had  rejected  the  bankrupt 


system,  as  a  scourge  and  a  curse ;  and  he  had  yet 
to  learn  that  any  commercial  nation  had  perse- 
vered in  doing  without  one.  So  much,  sir,  said 
he,  for  the  general  objection  of  fraud,  and  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
Let  us  approach  nearer  to  particulars. 

It  would  be  admitted  that  the  sources  of  fraud, 
so  far  as  the  bankrupt  was  concerned,  were  two- 
fold— concerted  acts  of  bankruptcy  and  conceal- 
ment of  property.  As  to  the  first,  he  bad  no 
doubt  that  if  the  bill  should  pass,  it  would  give 
rise  to  manifold  acts  of  concerted  bankruptcy,  and 
he  was  ready  to  declare  his  persuasion,  that  such 
a  concert  was  not  immoral  nor  injurious  in  its 
own  nature.  It  became  so  only  when  accompa- 
nied by  unjust  priorities,  given  to  favored  credi- 
tors, or  by  an  exhibition  of  fictitious  debts,  to 
facilitate  tne  obtaining  of  a  certificate.  If  a  man 
were  in  failing  circumstances,  and  honestly  dis- 
posed to  surrender  his  effects  for  the  use  of  all  his 
creditors,  an  agreement  between  him  and  one  or 
two  bona  fide  creditors  to  do,  for  that  purpose,  an 
act  which,  if  done  without  such  agreement,  might 
be  (against  his  consent)  converted  to  the  same 
purpose,  was  in  itself  certainly  neither  a  shame 
or  a  sin.  Sometimes  it  would  be  wickedly  and 
fraudulently  perverted.  Sometimes  the  best  sys- 
tems will  be  abused  ;  but  the  act  was  intended  to 
guard  against  malpractices,  undue  preference,  and 
fictitious  claims — and  much  would  depend  upoa 
the  fidelity  of  those  employed  to  give  it  effect.  In 
any  event,  relief  would  be  given  to  thousands  of 
honest  and  suffering  victims  to  misfortune,  and 
the  maxim  would  be  found  substantially  applica- 
ble, that  it  is  better  for  the  guilty  to  escape  than 
the  innocent  to  be  punished — especially  as  the 
creditors  of  the  ill-disposed  will  get  nothmg  whe- 
ther they  become  bankrupt  or  not — and  conse- 
quently sustain  no  real  injury,  even  when  fraud 
takes  place. 

With  respect  to  the  danger  of  fraud  from  the 
concealment  of  effects,  it  was  hardly  possible  to 
imagine  that  any  system  could  be  more  prolific  of 
abuses  of  that  description   than  already    prevail 
under  the  various  and  conflicting  laws  of  the  dif- 
ferent States.    Frauds  in  all  shapes  and  varieties 
that  human  ingenuity  could  devise  were  perpetra- 
ted in  every  State,  and  under  such  disguise  as  de- 
fied the  scrutiny  of  Slate  laws,  or  State  courts. 
These  had  furnishec^opics  for  eloquence  on  many 
former  occasions,  and  their  frequency  was  familiar 
i  to  every    individual   whose   attention   had    been 
called  to  the  subject.     The  absurdities  and  incon- 
veniences incident  to  the  collision  of  State  laws. 
I  would  suffice  to  furnish  a  theme  that  might  well 
j  occupy  more  time  than  was  reasonably  to  be  era- 
I  ployed  by  any  one  member  who  attempted  merely 
I  to  present  a  general  view  of  the  question.     But  he 
would  refer  those  who  were  inclined  to  bestow 
!  upon  that  part  of  the  subject  a  special  attention 
!  to  a  most  luminous  and  learned  argument  in  the 
I  case  of  Sturgis  and  Crowninshield,  by  an  honor- 
able member  of  the  Senate,  (Mr.  Hunter,)  which 
might  justly  be  regarded  as  a  model  of  classical 
taste  and  forensic  eloquence. 
That  argument,  taken  in  connexion  with  the 
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decision  of  the  case,  whereby  it  appears  that  the 
riffht  of  the  States  to  establish  systems  of  bank- 
ruptcy is  expressly  disaffirmed,  demonstrates  the 
alwolute  necessity  of  a  national  svstem  for  the 
more  effectual  prevention  of  fraudulent  conceal- 
ments, and  defeating  the  contrivances  and  combi^ 


mercantile  community  at  that  time.    In  the  first 
stage  of  its  operation,  it  was  calculated  to  excite 

Seat  attention  and  animadversion.  Great  nuin-^ 
rs  of  individuals  were  seen  rushing  towards  this 
new  avenue  to  freedom  at  the  same  time.  The 
process  of  deliverance  was  generally  rapid  and 


ments  and  deiea line  ine  couiii»auvco  €»u- wu*^.  piv/v^^oo  «»  uv...'.....^v.w   "-- .© —  — — j       r 

S's  to  cheat  crllitors,  for  which  the  State  easy  to  all  who  undertook  it.     Very  manv  were 

laws  in  truth  at  present  operate  as  a  bounty  and  seen  emerging  from  an  obscurity  in  which  they 

iaws,  lu  iium,  »    y  j;flr^,«„/,o  in   thp  KoH  nmprl  until  thpip  misfnrtunes.  and  sometimes 


strong  inducement.     The  real  difference  m  the 
account  of  fraudulent  practices  with  and  without 
the  proposed  system,  would  be  found  principally 
to  consist  in  this,  namely,  that  a  dishonest  debtor, 
in  order  to  avail  himselt  of  the  advantage  of  the 
act,  might  be  guilty  of  a  single  prevarication,  or 
make,  once  for  all,  a  fraudulent  arrangenaent  to 
cover  his  property,  exposed,  however,  to  the  risk 
of  detection  by  the  vigilance  of  those  who  would 
be  interested  to  unmask  him;  but,  without  this 
system,  he  would  find  the  greatest  motives  for 
taking  up  fraud  as  a  profession  for  life ;  it  becomes 
his  only  resource  and  vocation,  and,  by  the  aid  of 
friends,  he  can  pursue  it  with  impunity.    Nay,  in 
one  event,  those  who  are  tempted  to  be  guilty  of 
one  deviation  from  the  path  of  rectitude,  may  be 
left  to  return  to  it,  and  make  some  amends  to  soci- 
ety by  a  confidence  that  the  fruits  of  their  future 
industry  will  be  their  own ;  while,  m  the  other 
event,  they  will  proceed  in  their  career  of  fraud, 
consuming  the   property  of  their   creditors,   and 
findiajr  in  the  perpetual  thraldom  to  which  they 


had  pined  until  their  misfortunes,  and  sometimes 
their  names,  had  been  forgotten.     Some  appeared 
whose  characters  and  conduct  were  held  in  no  es-' 
timation,  and  others  whose  circumstances  were  not 
suspected.     How  was  it  possible  that  a  sight  of 
all  the  insolvent  merchants  and  traders  in  a  great 
nation,  suddenly  brought  together  in  public  array, 
should  not  produce  a  great  sensation  among  friends 
and  enemies  ?    From  the  nature  of  the  case,  they 
must  have  had  both  enemies  and  friends :  by  ene- 
mies, he  meant  persons  hostile  to  their  discharge. 
Unless  two-thirds  of  the  creditors  were  friendly, 
they  could    not    have  obtained   their  certificate. 
Unless  some  individuals  were  averse,  they  would 
have  had  no  occasion  to  adopt  this  mode  of  obtain- 
ing their  deliverance.    Among  these  adverse  cred- 
itors of  course  would  be  found  much  of  vexation 
and  disappointment,  and  of  open  and  clamorous 
censure  and  crimination  of  the  debtor's  contract, 
and  justification  of  their  own  rigor  and  opposi- 
tion.    Thus  the  consenting  creditors,  feeling  no 
interest  in  a  concern  which  they  had  abandoned, 


rd^rd%K   s  aT^v^s  forTrnor'ani    would  no  longer  make  it  an  object  of  thought  or 
consc!^nTe  unui  aU  sense  of  them  is  extinct.  conversation,  while  the  dissentme  creditors  would 

It'  thes^  Zestions  are  correct,  a  bankrupt  act,  be  stimulated,  by  the  irritation  oftheir  feelings,  to 
under  i^l^t^favorable  aspect,  will  be  auspicious  make  loud  and  constant  complaints  against  the 
"o  the  public  morals  in  the  same  proportion  that  |  operation  of  the  act,  and  to  become  active  in  their 
occasional  frailties,  with  a  chance  of  reformation,    endeavors  to  effect  its  repeal- 


are  preferable  to  habitual  and  unrepented  vice.  It 
was,  however,  not  only  to  the  frauds  of  the  bank- 
rupt, but   the  expense,   delay,  and  detention  of 


Under  these  circumstances,  the  great  mass  of 
insolvent  persons,  having  accomplished  their  ob- 
iecL  could  not  be  expected  to  unite  their  efforts  in 


runt    but   the  expense,   delay,  and  detention  oi   jeci,  coum  uui  uc  c^t^^v,.^  .«  «^..^«.^..  ..---- -- 

money  by  aSignee\s  that  objections  had  been  made.  |  any  strenuous  opposition  to  such  repeal.  J Je  stdl 
He  d7d  norremember  tha  ,  under  the  experiment  |  greater  number  of  assenting  creditors  would  be 
"f  th  fori^er  aTgrtevaoci  of  this  kind  h'ad  been  Iqually  passive  as  their  bad  ^eb^  we^e  jow 
thesubject  of  complaint.  Without  doubt  assignees,    spunged,  and  their  motiv^fo    an  actnre  nterto^ 


like  other  agents,  were  sometimes  guilty  ot  mis- 
management.   Here  again  the  comparison  of  evils 


ence'we're  exceedingly  diminished.     So  that  the 
old  set  was  thus  left  in  the  hands  of  its  zealous 


rrrXo  SfoUTas Tn  aU  Cn  r«sUt«:    and  biuer  cpp>oen<s  and  fell,  wiU,ou.  a  suuggle 
!?n^i  .n?thfSioiccUv  between  leaving  all  in  1  under  the  odium  of  one  part  of  the  mercantile 
the  hands  if  a  Kr  o7a  fa"«ed  creditor,  from   community,  and  ind.fference  of  the  other 

KTSj;  .tiist^""  H.  m'v  .1-  ^.,  i,  r™.*i  .'.-."■  i'-"-^  si 


tied  to  a  distinct  consideration.  ,         .       l 

luded  to  the  experience  of  this  nation  under  the 
former  act.  It  was  taken  for  granted,  that  this 
act,  after  a  fair  trial,  had  been  condemned  by  the 
deliberate  sense  of  the  nation,  and  repealed  at  the 
solicitation  of  those  by  whose  procurement  it  had 
been  enacted ;  that  it  was  a  disgraced  and  perm- 


The  tables  of  both  Houses  had  been  covered  with 
petitions  from  merchants  and  traders  of  un- 
suspected credit,  from  every  quarter.  He  knew 
only  of  the  single  remonstrance  against  it  to  which 
he  had  before  alluded.    The  petition  m  its  favor, 

been  enacted  ;  that  it  was  a  disgraced  anu  pern.-    from  Boston  and  its  ^^f  ^i'y'J.^f^^^'E^'f^^^ked 
^^  system,' and  held  in  universal  reprobation,    a  gentleman  (Mr  Gray)  who  had  b^^^^^ 
Surthi^  view  of  that  subiect  was  much  too  strong,    as  the  first  merchant  and  ship-owner  in  ine  uni 
Ihe  atpa-".  tSvorirwhich  that  system  fefi,   .«!  States  and  by  faMheg.a.er^«^^^^^^  o    e^- 
was  not  a  true  test  of  the  sober  opinion  of  the  I  nent  merchants  and  estabiisned  irauers  in  ms  p«r. 
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of  the  country.  Indeed,  he  held  in  his  hand  a  let- 
ter that  day  received  from  an  associatiou  of  per- 
sons of  known  worth  and  credit  in  the  opulent 
town  of  Salem,  distinguished  for  commerce  and 
oiterprise,  and  the  sound  judgment  of  its  citizens, 
zealously  urging  upon  him  to  lend  his  feeble  aid 
to  the  good  work.  The  sentiment  in  it^  favor  is 
indeed  universal ;  consequently,  the  honorable 
ffoitlemen  could  take  .nothing  by  his  argument 
from  experience,  for  experience  was  in  its  tavor. 

He  would  not  allow  that  a  single  experiment 
deserved  to  be  dignified  with  the  name  of  expe- 
rience^  which  he  admitted  to  be  the  best  and  only 
sure  guide  in  the  political  as  well  as  the  physical 
world.  Experience  was  the  result  of  an  impres- 
sion made  by  a  succession  of  events  in  a  course  of 
time,  and  of  circumstances  and  of  benefits  and 
erib  to  be  weighed  o£f  and  balanced  against  each 
other.  And,  as  the  opinion  of  the  mercantile  com- 
munity had  at  length  settled  down  in  favor  of  a 
bankrupt  act,  and  surmounted  and  laid  aside  their 
own  objections  after  a  fair  trial,  both  with  one 
and  without  one,  it  was  now  strictly  correct  to 
say  that  experience  was  not  against  it,  but  pro- 
claimed with  a  loud  voice  and  final  decision  in  its 
favor. 

Bat,  if  any  doubt  remains  of  the  beneficial  ef- 
fect, eren  of  the  old  act,  with  all  its  imperfections 
and  all  the  malversation  ascribed  to  it,  let  those 
who  entertain  it  take  an  enlarged  view  of  its  con- 
sequences. Has  society,  on  the  whole,  lost  or 
gained  by  the  extinguishment  of  the  debts  of  the 
thousand  who  availed  themselves  of  its  benefits  ? 
Were  not  the  means  and  fruits  of  industry  in- 
creased by  restoring  them  from  the  idle  to  the  la- 
borious and  productive  cla:>ses  ?  Has  any  great 
inconvenience  or  public  calamity  grown  out  of 
the  system  ?  Would  it  be  advantageous  to  their 
creditors,  or  in  any  respect  desirable  to  replace 
them  in  their  late  state  of  embarrassment,  were 
this  practicable  ?  These  are  the  inquiries  to  be 
made  by  statesmen.  Let  them  ask,  what  on  the 
great  scale  is  for  the  good  of  the  nation  ?  and  not 
whetha*  here  and  there  will  be  found  cheats,  and 
swindlers,  and  fraudulent  bankrupts ;  nor  whether, 
in  some  instances,  cunning  devices  and  sham 
bankruptcies  will  not  be  carried  on  under  the  um- 
brage of  the  proposed  bill.  Objections,  he  regret- 
ted to  say,  were  again  pesented  in  behalf  of  the 
landed  interest ;  indeed,  ne  might  say,  in  behalf  of 
all  those  who  were  not  ex{Tressly  comprehended 
witiiin  the  purview  of  the  stjitute.  Nothing  could 
exMBd  the  embarrassment  which  had  always  been 
made  to  involve  the  friends  iij  this  measure.  When 
they  attempted  to  frame  the  bill  in  the  words  of 
the  firmer  act,  an  outcry  was  raised  against  the 
generality  of  its  provisions-  All  classes,  it  was 
then  said,  were  to  be  subjected  to  this  odious  law, 
in  order  to  please  the  merchants;  when  they 
offered  «  bill  embracing  the  yeomanry,  and  other 
trades  and  professions,  it  was  still  less  graciously 
received.  It  was  stigmatized,  then,  not  as  a  bill 
of  privilege,  but  of  penalties,  not  at  all  desired  by 
any  but  merchants,  and  which,  if  they  wanted  it, 
skdiliobe  confined  to  their  own  order.  Twenty 
iiiends  were  placed  in  this  dilemma ; 


it  is  now  the  same.  A  bankrupt  act  was  not,  in 
ordinary  cases,  adapted  to  the  circumstances  of 
farmers  and  planters ;  but,  if  honorable  gentlemen 
would  admit  that  this  part  of  their  constituents 
were  ready  for  it,  and  if  the  comprising  of  them  in 
the  bill  would  reconcile  them  to  it,  he  was  ready 
at  a  word,  for  his  part,  to  say,  put  them  all  in. 
But  he  knew  that  gentlemen  would  consent  to  no 
such  thing,  and  that  farmers  would  regard  a  bill 
of  universal  application  to  the  landed  interest  as  a 
Pandora's  box,  and  not  as  a  boon.  He  thert'fore 
implored  them  not  to  preclude  others  from  a  benefit 
which  they  did  not  want  for  themselves,  nor  to 
urge  objections  which  they  did  not  wish  to  re- 
move, nor  to  suggest,  as  amendment**,  provisions 
which  they  would  not  agree  to  adopt  by  the  friends 
of  the  bill.  Although  planters  and  farmers  were 
not  made  subject  to  the  penalties  of  the  act,  they 
would  partake  of  all  its  benefits,  in  their  capacity 
of  creditors,  equally  with  merchant.^,  and  certainly 
would  be  placed  upon  afooting  of  greater  security 
than  they  at  present  stand.  They  would  be  dis- 
pensed from  all  trouble,  vigilance,  and  anxiety,  to 
prevent  the  near  and  favorite  creditors  of  a  failing 
person  from  availing  themselves  of  their  better 
means  of  information  and  knowledge  of  his  cir- 
cumstances, and  securing  themselves  to  his  exclu- 
sion. At  present  a  country  creditor  had  little 
chance  of  saving  any  part  of  a  debt  from  the  prop- 
erty of  a  failing  debtor  in  a  seaport  or  trading 
town.  He  was  commonly  at  a  distance,  and  pre- 
cluded from  all  opportunity  of  inspecting  his 
course  of  business  and  deviation  from  punctuality. 
He  depended  for  his  advices  on  those  who  were 
sometimes  interested  to  deceive  him,  and  when, 
in  the  event  of  failure,  he  came  to  look  after  his 
debt,  he  found  every  shilling  taken  by  the  nearest 
creditors.  But,  on  the  contrary,  under  this  act,  the 
vigilance  and  attempts  at  security  of  the  most 
zealous  and  best  informed  of  the  creditors  must  be 
exerted  for  the  benefit  of  the  planter  and  farmer, 
in  common  with  their  own.  He  appropriates  to 
his  own  use  the  advantages  of  their  agency,  with- 
out additional  expense  or  trouble.  A  favorite 
creditor  can  do  nothing  fairly  for  himself  which 
does  not  redound  to  the  benefit  of  all,  and  unfair 
proceedings  are  more  liable  to  detection  and  abro- 
gation by  remedies  growing  out  of  the  statute,  and 
pursued  by  the  united  efforts  of  all  the  creditors, 
than  by  the  solitary  zeal  of  a  single  person. 

Sir,  said  he,  these  are  some  of  the  general  and 
prominent  principles  of  a  measure  recommended 
to  the  attention  of  the  Senate  by  the  most  urgent 
calls  of  humanity  and  justice,  by  the  wants  and 
sufferings  of  thousands  who  are  deprived,  by  the 
construction  given  to  the  Constitution  by  the  Su- 
preme Court,  of  every  other  hope  and  resource. 
He  would  not  exhaust  the  patience  of  his  hearers 
by  even  touching  upon  the  details  of  the  bill,  for 
which,  if  it  was  sustained,  ample  opportunity 
would  be  afforded,  not  only  to  himself,  but  friends 
who  would  do  them  more  justice.  He  relie«>  upon 
a  magnanimous  .spirit  of  liberality,  to  extend  aid 
and  protection  to  every  class  of  people  witboet 
favor  or  partial  affection.  They  had  just  passed 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  public  aebtors — an  act  of 
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unprecedented  generosity,  and  passed  with  unex- 
ampled harmony.  Reciprocity otlegislaUon,  among 
the  various  interests  of  the  country,  ought  not  to 
be  introduced  into  legislative  bodies  as  the  sole 
motive  for  the  support  of  a  measure.  But  without 
reciprocal  candor  and  good  wUl  among  the  repre- 
sentatives of  those  various  interests,  and  a  just  at- 
tention and  respect  to  mutual  circumstances  and 
necessities,  while  every  thing  would  be  conceded 
to  a  predominating  interest,  all  other  and  minor 
claims  would  be  sacrificed. 

In  this  view,  it  was  the  duty  of  those  whose 
constituents  were  relieved  by  the  act  just  passed 
for  the  ease  of  the  purchasers  of  public  lands,  to 
look  abroad  upon  the  exigencies  of  their  fellow- 
citizens.     The  one  had  experienced  the  parental 
kindness  of  Government,  in  anticipating  their  day 
of  trouble,  and  been  delivered  from  all  fear  of  the 
future,  while  the  last  are  groaning  under  a  weight 
of  realized  and  long  continued  affliction,  with  a 
prospect  of  interminable   wretchedness,  without 
your  assistance.    It  was  impossible  to  remain  blind 
to  the  least  evil  consequences  of  a  rejection  of  the 
bill    No  man  can  be  insensible  to  the  manifold 
mischiefs  which  follow  in  the  train  of  insolvency 
and  pauperism.     These  will  be  infinitely  multi- 
plied by  the  general  state  of  embarrassment  per- 
vading the  country,  and  indeed  their  natural  tend- 
ency is  to  multiply  themselves.     A  scene  will  be 
presented,  in  this  tree  country,  which  will  be  with- 
out parallel— thousands  of  slaves  for  life,  and  each 
with  a  number  of  masters;  and  these  slaves  our 
brethren  and  fellow-citizens,  and  doomed  to  this 
condition  as  a  penalty  for  misfortune !     And,  if 
this  be  the  least,  what  will  be  the  greatest  evil 
arising  from  this  state  of  things  ?    What  may  be 
expected  when  their  numbers  shall  be  increased, 
and  they  seriously  commence  a  system  of  measures 
for  obtaining  that  relief,  by  their  active  efforts, 
which  is  denied  to  their  supplications?     What 
could  be  more  appalling  and  inauspicious  to  men 
of  property,  and  to  Government  itself,  than  to  see 
organised,    self-created   corporations   of  debtors, 
embodied  in  all  the  great  commercial  towns,  and 
formed   into   one  vast  combination,  to  influence 
elections  !     What  state  of  things  more  dangerous 
than  an  universal  alliance  among  all  classes  of 
•  debtors,  public  and  private,  to  effectuate  their  own 
freedom,  through  the  instrumentality  of  persons 
chosen  into  Congress,  with  no  other  recommenda- 
tion !     How  should  you  be  pleased,  sir,  to  see  the 
great  commercial  States  represented  iii  Senate 
by  delegates  from  an  established  order  of  insolvent 
debtors  ? 

He  wished  not  to  enlarge  upoii  the  topic,  noyo 
assign  reasons,  satisfactory  to  his  own  mind,  for 
believing  that  these  hints  were  not  merely  vision- 
ary. He  earnestly  implored  gentlemen  not  to 
drive  these  persons  to  despair,  by  again  postponing 
their  petitions.  No  language  could  describe  the 
longing  expectations,  and  eager  hopes,  and  dis- 
tressing fears,  of  the  vast  population  that  are 
awaiting  your  decision.  Upon  it  depends  the 
fate  of  fathers  and  of  families;  and  the  notice  of 
farther  delay  will  overwhelm  them  with  sorrows 
too  heavy  to  be  borne.    He  therefore  trusted  that 


the  Senate  would  not  consent  longer  to  {nrotraet 
this  state  of  disquietude,  which  it  was  so  easy  to 
relieve,  and  that  the  motion  to  postpone  would  to 
rejected. 


Thursday,  February  8. 
The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  exhibiting  the  names  of  the 
clerks  employed  in  the  several  offices  atuched  to 
the  Department  of  War,  and  the  sums  paid  to 
each ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  Rlggles  presented  the  petition  of  David 
Chambers,  of  Ohio,  praying  to  be  allowed,  in  p^- 
ment  for  any  public  land  ne  may  enter,  a  credit 
for  three  hundred  and  twenty  dollars,  being  the 
first  payment  made  by  him  for  a  quarter  section 
of  land,  which  has  become  forfeited  to  the  United 
States;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  establish  a  new  land  ofl&ce  in  the 
Slate  of  Mississippi,  and  for  the  better  regulation 
of  certain  land  districts  in  the  States  of  Alabama 
and  Mississippi ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Parrott,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Vaughan,  reported  a  bill  to  reward  Lieu- 
tenant Gregory,  his  officers  and  companions;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 
The  bill  concerning  the  process  of  execution  is- 
suing from  the  sixth  circuit  court  of  the  United 
Slates,  for  the  district  of  Georgia,  was  read  the 

second  time. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  from  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  made  reports  unfavorable  to  the  petitions 
of  James  Graham,  of  Joshua  Aubin,  and  of  Wil- 
liam Whitehead. 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  establish  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy. 

Mr.  Mills,  of  Massachusetts,  delivered  his  views 
at  large,  and  at  great  length,  in  support  of  the 

bill;  and 
Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  addressed  the  Senato  as 

follows:  ,     .  .     i..i-» 

Mr.  President,  when  a  claim  is  urged  with  ability 
and  perseverance,  and  when,  moreover,  it  is  pre- 
sented in  the  name  of  humanity,  whoever  opposes 
it  speaks  with  reluctance,  and  is  heard  with  impa- 
tience. And  if  reliance  is  to  be  placed  on  the 
prophetic  suggestions  of  the  two  honorable  m«n- 
bers  from  Massachusetts,  there  may  be  some  dan- 
ger in  opposing  a  bankrupt  system.  According  to 
these  gentlemen,  such  is  the  power,  influence,  and 
combination  of  the  applicants  and  their  connex- 
ions, that  unless  we  prudently  yield  all  they  ^ 
they  will  conspire,  not  only  to  control  your  elec- 
tions and  embarrass  your  Government,  but  ev«i 
to  dissolve  the  Union.  . 

Sir,  it  has  more  than  once  been  my  misfortune 
to  be  obliged  to  oppose  the  wishes  and  interests  of 
some  of  my  best  and  dearest  friends.  I  do  it  with 
extreme  regret  But  I  have  established  my  inaxioa : 
Let  a  man  deliberate  well,  settle  the  principle  with 
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himself,  and  then  march  up  to  his  duty,  and  if  he  [  ject  of  bankruptcies  is,  with  one  exception,  the 
falls  a  victim  to  popular  excitement,  lie  has  the  •  only  municipal  power  granted  to  the  Congress  of 
consolation  that  he  falls  for  his  country.  I  the  United  States.     The  exterior  concerns  of  the 

I  know  very  well  the  unwillingness  of  gentle-    United  States  and  the  relations  between  the  sev- 
men  to  examine  a  bill  consisiing  of  sixty-four  sec-    eral  Slates  were  very  properly  confided  to  Con- 
tions  and  fifty-three  folio  pages.    You  take  up  this    gress.     The  local  interests  of  the  people  of  a  State, 
volume  with  a  view  of  particular  examination,    and  their  relations  with  each  other,  were  as  prop- 
and  every  member  is  chilled  to  his  fingers'  ends,    t'rly  reserved  to  themselves.     This  rule  of  distinc- 
The  able  and  eloquent  advocates  of  this  system  ,  tion  ought  to  have  been  observed  without  excep- 
perceive  this,  and  very  adroitly  profit  by  it.    Find-  ;  tion,  and  the  peculiar  condition  of  the  people  at 
ing  that  sober  reason  has  no  relish  for  this  subject,    the  time  the  Constitution  was  framed,  is  the  only 
they  appeal  to  the  pa.ssions,  and,  displaying  their    apology  for  granting  this  State  power  to  the  Con- 
brilliant  parts,  so  dazzle  our  eyes  that  we  can    gress  of  the  United  States.     At  that  time  public 
neither  seek  after  the  truth,  nor  distinguish  it  when    and  private  credit  were  low,  the  Government  was 
we  have  found  it.     The  honorable  member  from    without  funds  or  credit,  and  private  confidence  was 
Massachusetts  who  first  addressed  you,  (Mr.  Otis,)    nearly  destroyed.     The  best  funds  could  be  pur- 
seems  determined  that  our  feelings  shall  get  the  ;  chased  at  a  discount  of  fifty  per  cent, 
better  of  our  understanding?.    Quitting  the  matter  |      To  restore  public  credit  Congress  mav  levy  and 
and  merits  he  leads  you  to  the  prison,  and  "through    collect  taxes;  to  restore  private  confidence  they 
the  twilight  of  its  grated  door"  presents  you  a  cap-    may  regulate  commerce.      Should   these  means 
tive,  "  hjuf  wasted  away  with  long  expectation  and    fail,  and  the  people  be  oppressed  with  debts  and 
confinement,"  and  you  witness  "  the  sickness  of   unable  to  pay,  as  a  last  resort,  they  may  exercise 
the  heart  which  arises  from  hope  deferred."    You    this  municipal  power,  and  pass  uniform  laws  on 
see  him  "pale  and  feverish;  for  twenty  years  the    the  subject  of  bankruptcies.     So  far  is  this  grant 
western  breeze  has  not  once  fanned  his  blood ;  he  ^  of  power  from  making  it  imperative  on  Congress 
has  seen  no  sun  nor  moon  in  all  that  time,  nor  has    to  exercise  it,  that  it  is  only  to  be  resorted  to  in  the 
the  voice  of  friend,  of  kinsman,  breathed  through  ,  extremest  necessity.     If  all  the  powers  granted  to 
his  lattice."    He  is  seated  on  a  "  little  straw,  which  j  Congress  were  to  exclude  a  discretion  on  the  pro- 
is  alternately  his  chair  and  bed ;  a  little  calendar    priety  of  their  exercise,  we  must  then  have  con- 
of  small  sticlfs  is  laid  by  his  side,  notched  all  over  :  stant  direct  taxes  and  perpetual  wars. 
with  the  dismal  days  and  nights  he  has  lingered  I      I  had  been  taught  to  believe  that  one  of  the 
there.    He  has  one  of  those  little  sticks  in  his  '  greatest  excellencies  of  our  Government  consisted 
hand,  and  with  a  rusty  nail  is  etching  another  day    m  the  adaptation  of  local  legislation  to  the  pecu- 
of  misery  to  add  to  the  heap."    "As  you  darken  ;  liar  wants,  necessities,  and  interests  of  the  people. 
\he  little  light  he  has,  he  lifts  up  a  hopeless  eye  I  Congress  will  find  enough  to  do  in  regulatmg  the 
towards  the  door,  casts  it  down,  shakes  his  head,  '  foreign  concerns  of  the  States,  and  in  passing  and 
and  goes  on  with  his  work  of  affliction."     Your    executing  laws  for  this  purpose,  adapted  to  the  con- 
sensioility  is  roused,  and  breathless  you  wait  for  {  dition  of  twenty-four,  and,  perhaps,  thirty  difier- 
the  proposed  relief.    The  orator  pauses ;  here,  he  {  ent  sovereignties.    All  these  local  authorities  have 
exclaims,  here,  pointing  to  the  bill,  is  the  remedy  !  ]  different  manners,  habits,  and  institutions.     Their 
This  is  the  physician  who  can  bind  up  his  wounds,  ,  codes  of  laws  on  the  subject  of  contract  vary  as 
and  apply  the  oalm  of  comfort  to  his  aching  heart.  !  they  are  old  or  young,  commercial  or  agricultural, 
This  is  the  apostle  of  liberty.     He  unlocks  the  ;  or  as  exigencies  may  require, 
prison  door,  the  captive  comes  to  the  light.     You  j      Now,  while  the  powers  of  creating,  executing, 
see  him  restored  to  his  family,  witness  the  ecstatic  i  and  discharging  contracts  belong  to  the  several 
embrace,  the  convulsive    sob,  the  agony  of  joy.    States  so  long  as  the   parties  remain  solvent,  it 
In  a  moment,  and  as  rapid  as  lightning,  the  sun  of  ;  seems  absurd  to  sappose  that,  after  a  man  fnils,  his 
prosperity  bursts  upon  him,  the  bounties  of  Provi-  ;  afiairs  may  be  transferred  to,  and  be  regulated  and 
dence  are  poured  into  his  bosom,  he  is  surrounded  |  disposed  of  by,  the  United  States,  with  any  pros- 
with  ease  and  affluence,  wife,  children,  and  friends !  '  pect  of  a  correct  result. 

Who  can  descend  from  these  regions  of  fancy  to  }  The  differences  in  the  State  laws,  so  much 
grope  and  grovel  through  fifty-three  folio  pages  of  complained  of,  are  far  from  being  a  blemish  in 
verbose  and  barbarous  statute  law  ?  our  institutions.     Every  State  understands  its  in- 

But,  sir,  as  much  reason  as  there  is  to  despair  of   terest,  and  will  take  care  that  its  laws  s^all  be  cal 


a  patient  examination  of  the  subject,  I  shall  pro- 
ceed, without  preamble  or  apology,  to  state  my 
objections  to  the  bill,  and  endeavor  to  maintain 
the  following  propositions : 

1.  To  regulate  the  relation  between  debtor  and 
creditor  is  the  peculiar  province  of  the  State  gov- 
ernment. 

2.  A  bankrupt  system  is  opposed  to  the  genius 
of  our  Government  and  interests  of  the  people. 

3.  This  bill  is  particularly  objectionable,  as  its 
operations  would  be  expensive,  unequal  and  unjust. 

The  power  to  establisli  uniform  laws  on  the  sub- 


culated  to  promote  it.  To  invite  an  efficient  pop- 
ulation ;  to  encourage  an  influx  of  active  capital, 
and  to  rival  a  neighbouring  State,  will  be  the  ob- 
jects of  the  local  legislatures.  The  differences, 
therefore,  in  the  institutions  of  States,  are  a  con- 
stant source  of  instruction  and  competition.  The 
citizen  of  one  State,  in  giving  credit  to  one  of  an- 
other, very  well  understands  that  he  must  enforce 
his  demand  according  to  the  laws  of  the  State 
where  his  debtor  lives.  There,  the  laws,  it  is  to 
be  presumed,  will  be  wise,  and  not  so  much  calcu- 
lated to  tempt  runaway  debtors,  always  a  nuisancf, 
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as  to  invite  creditors  and  capitalists,  whose  wealth 
and  energies  will  promote  the  interest  of  the  State. 
The  difference,  too,  as  to  the  frequency  and  mag- 
nitude of  frauds,  and  the  kind  and  degree  o I  pun- 
ishment arising  out  of  the  manners,  habits,  and 
employments  of  the  people,  would  preveiit  the  op- 
eration of  any  general  law,  but  with  partiaUty  and 

injustice.  ^      _  , 

This  system  is  urged  because  the  States  have 
attempted  and  failed.    And  how  does  this  reason 
bear  upon  the  subject?     If  the  States  have  tried 
and  failed,  what  better  prospect  of  success  have 
you?    You  have   learned  nothing   from  experi- 
ence.    The  State  of  Pennsylvania  had  a  bank- 
nipt  system  so  lon^  ago  as  1785.     That  State  is 
distinguished  for  its  civilians  and  statesmen.     It 
is  theUnd  of  Penn  and  Franklin.     The  people  are 
proverbial   for  their  simplicity   and   unvarnished 
morality.     And,  yet,  with   all  these  talents  and 
virtues,  and   this  experience,   they   have  totally 
failed  to  devise  any  practicable  way  to  discharge 
a  debtor  on  delivering  up  his  effects.     New  York 
has  been  equally  unfortunate  ;  a  State  great,  com- 
mercial, enterprising,   and    ambitious;    a   Slate 
which  has  furnished  men  who  would  have  honored 
Rome  in  her  proudest  days.     But  even  New  York, 
with  all  these  "  appliances  and  means  to  boot, 
has  failed,  totally  failed,  in  a  bankrupt  system. 
Connecticut,  too,  which  claims  more  morality  and 
religion  than  any  other  people  ever  did  or  will 
possess,  has  met  with  no  better  success ;  and  other 
Slates,  equally  respectable,  have  been  equally  un- 
fortunate.    Yet,   in  other   branches  of  jurispru- 
dence,  they  are  all  pre-eminent.     PoliUcal  and 
civil  rights  are  well  defined  ;  fraud  and  oppression 
prevented,  and  crimes  punished.     The  judiciary 
of  some  of  them  would  not  suffer  by  a  comparison 
with  that  of  the  United  States  or  any  other  coun- 
try.    And,  yet,  a  law  to  divide  an  insolvent's  ef- 
fects and  discharge  him  from  his  debts,  can  be  no 
where  equitably  enforced.     Sir,  the  reason  is  in 
the  system  itselt.     You  increase  the  temptation  to 
fraud,  and  attempt  to  prevent  it  by  laws  cruel  in 
their  character,  unequal  in  their  operation,  and 
uncertain  in  their  application.     It  savors  of  vanity 
to  expect  that,  after  so  many  unsuccessful  atteinpts 
by  the  local  authorities,  with  power  to  adapt  their 
laws  to  their  condition,  we  could  invent  a  system 
that  would  remove  all  former  obstacles,  and  equit- 
ably apply  to  so  many  different  interests.    Have 
you  been,  hitherto,  very  successful  in  enforcing 
laws  against  strong  temptation  ?     Let  experience, 
during  the  non-intercourse,  and  embargo,  and  war, 
answer  the  question. 

This  grant  of  power  to  the  United  States  is  not 
exclusive.  No  federal  power  is  exclusive,  unless 
by  expression  or  necessary  implication.  This 
grant  is  not  expressly  prohibited  to  the  Stat^,  nor 
IS  it  prohibited  by  necessary  implication.  Where 
Congress  has  power  to  pass  uniform  laws,  in  the 
exercise  of  this  power,  they  can  control  the  State 
laws  on  the  same  subject.  They  can  make  uni- 
form rules  of  naturalization,  a  uniform  standard 
of  weights  and  measures,  and  uniform  laws  on  the 
subject  of  bankruptcies.  The  rules,  standard,  and 
Uws,  when  established,  wUl  control  or  modify 


every  Sute  law  that  sUnds  in  the  way  of  their 
uniformity.  But,  until  Congress  shall  have  legis- 
lated on  the  subject,  these  powers  remain  dormant 
and  inoperative,  and  the  States  can  exercise  them. 
They  can  neither  be  said  to  be  exclusive  nor  con- 
current, but  alternate.  When  those  of  the  United 
States  are  exercised,  those  of  the  States  must  be 
suspended  ;  and,  when  the  former  are  suspended, 
the  latter  revive.  This  was  yielded  by  the  court 
in  the  celebrated  case  of  Sturgis  and  Crownin- 
shield ;  and,  although  I  am  not  disposed  to  give 
implicit  confidence  to  those  decisions  of  the  court 
which  settle  the  limits  of  federal  powers,  yet,  as 
this  is  an  admission  against  the  extension  ol  those 
powers,  I  would  regard  it  as  the  testimony  of  a 
witness  who  swears  against  his  interest. 

In  the  case  to  which  I  have  just  alluded,  the 
court  decide  that  a  State  insolvent  law,  which  dis- 
charges a  debtor  from  a  debt  existing  at  the  time 
the  law  was  passed  is  void,  as  being  repugnant 
to  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  which  prohibits  a  State  from  passing  anv 
law  "  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts.'     Al- 
though I  do  not  consider  myself,  as  a  legislator, 
bound  by  judicial  exposition  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  am  by  no  means  satis- 
fied that  this  prohibition  upon  a  State  was  ever 
intended  to  extend  to  insolvent  laws,  still,  as  it  is 
not  necessary  to  my  purpose,  I  am  not  disposed  to 
contest  the  doctrine.    A  State  law  then,  discharg- 
ing a  debtor  from  an  existing  contract,  is  uncon- 
stitutional.    This  decision  creates  little  or  no  ne- 
cessity for  us  to  legislate  on  the  subject.     Those 
States  which  have  found  it  for  their  interest,  have 
long  since  enacted  such  laws.     In  some  of  them 
these  have  existed  thirty,  and  in  none  less  than 
'welve  or  fifteen  years.     There  are  few  contracts, 
existing  at  the  time  of  their  passage,  which  could 
now  be  enforced  against  their  statutes  of  limi- 
tations. ^  •  •      r 

The  States  which  have  made  no  provisioii  lor 
a  debtor's  discharge,  have  deemed  it  inexpedient 
and,  consequently,  have  no  wish  that  you  should 
exercise  a  power  which,  until  very  lately,  they 
had  no  doubt  they  possessed,  and  which  they 
would  have  exercised  had  the  interest  of  their  peo- 
ple required  it.  ,  , .      r 

But,  if  a  State  law  discharging  a  debtor  from 
an  existing  debt,  is  void,  for  the  single  reason  that 
it  impairs  the  obligation  of  a  contract,  what  right 
have  you  to  pass  such  a  law  ?    Have  you  a  power 
given  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to 
pass  a  law  so  odious  and  tyrannical  ?    Will  it  he 
said  that,  because  a  State  is  expressly  prohibited, 
and  the  United  States  are  not,  this  power  is  conse- 
quently granted  ?    I  have  not  yet  come  to  the  con- 
clusion, that  every  thing  not  prohibited  m  the  Con- 
stitution is  granted.  Theconverse  of  the  proposition 
is  true,  that  whatever  is  not  expressly  gr^n^^'  ** 
prohibited.    Do  you  suppose,  sir,  that,  had  there 
been  no  prohibition.  Congress  could  have  pass^ 
a  bill  of  attainder  ox  ex  post  fado  i^^l.^>f'^  ^f" 
cause  these  are  prohibited,  and  the  prohibiUon  to 
impair  the  obligation  of  contracts  omitted,  that 
Congress  now  possesses  this  power  ?    If  so  we 
might  make  a  grant  of  land  to-day  to  A,  and  lo- 
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morrow  rescind  it,  and  grant  to  B,  and  on  through 
the  alphabet,  so  long  as  we  could  find  any  one 
foolish  enough  to  buy. 

If  the  power  is  expressly  granted,  it  is  in  the 
clause  which  authorizes  us  to  pass  uniform  laws 
on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies.  This  power  is, 
like  erery  other  to  pass  laws,  prospective,  but  not 
to  operate  on  acts  already  done.  Congress  can 
define  and  punish  piracies,  regulate  comraerce, 
and  punish  counterteits;  but  the  laws  for  these 
and  all  other  purposes  must  be  prospective.  We 
have  power  to  establish  a  system  of  bankruptcy 
which  shall  operate  to  discharge  future  contracts, 
but  never  to  violate  the  faith  of  those  existing  at 
the  times  it  was  made.  It  is  not  essential,  or  in- 
cidental, to  the  exercise  of  this  power  more  than 
any  other,  that  it  should  be  retrospective ;  and,  as 
that  to  impair  or  violate  existing  contracts,  is 
odious  and  tyrannical,  it  cannot  be  exercised  by 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  It  is  then 
manifest  that  you  have  no  more  power  than  a 
State  to  pass  a  retrospective  bankrupt  law. 

The  right  of  a  State  to  pass  a  prospective  bank- 
rupt law  has  been  no  where  exclusively  surren- 
dered. Here  I  am  aware  that  I  shall  be  met  by 
another  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  which 
g^es  to  clip  the  win^  of  States  even  in  this  par- 
ticular, and  to  establish  a  principle  which  disrobes 
them  of  almost  their  last  attribute  of  sovereignty. 
In  the  case  of  McMillan  vs.  McNeil,  from  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  in  a  very  defective  and  clumsy 
report,  the  court  are  made  to  say,  that,  whether  the 
contract  existed  at  the  time  the  law  was  enacted, 
or  not,  it  made  no  difference.  There  must  have 
been  some  mistake,  for  I  deem  it  impossible  that 
the  court  could  ever  have  gone  this  length.  But^ 
whether  they  made  this  decision  or  not,  it  is  one 
to  which  I  will  never  subscribe,  or  make  the  basis 
of  legislation,  and  against  which  I  will  forever 
most  solemnly  protest. 

If  this  decision  is  to  prevail,  it  indeed  becomes 
Congress,  and  especially  this  Senate,  the  guar- 
dians of  State  rights,  to  look  about  them,  gather 
up  the  fragments,  and  see  if  those  that  remain 
are  worth  preserving. 

The  grand  objects  of  the  framers  of  the  Consti- 
tution were  '*  to  form  a  more  perfect  union,  estab- 

*  lish  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide 

*  for  the  common  defence,  promote  the  general 

*  welfare,  and   secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to 

*  ourselves  and  our  posterity."  To  carry  into  ef- 
fect these  benevolent  and  patriotic  purposes,  they 
established  the  Federal  Constitution,  granting  cer- 
tain defined  and  specified  powers ;  and,  lest  the 
States,  in  their  sovereign  capacity,  should  inter- 
pose to  prevent  the  accomplishment  of  these  pur- 
poses, certain  restraints  and  prohibitions  were  im- 
posed on  them.  That  "  a  more  perfect  union," 
may  be  formed,  the  States  were  prohibited  to  enter 
into  "  any  treaty,  alliance,  or  confederacy."  That 
the  "peace,  welfare,  or  defence"  of  the  Union  may 
not  be  impaired,  they  could  not  "  declare  war ;" 
nor  do  acts  leading  to,  or  provoking  it.  That 
"justice"  should  be  "established,"  they  are  to 
"pa»»  no  bill  of  attainder,  ex  post  facto  law,  nor 


law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts;"  all  of 
which  are  retrospective,  and  therefore  unjust 

Sir,  what  is  the  obligation  of  a  contract?  It  is 
the  law  itself,  in  existence  at  the  time  the  contract 
is  made,  and  forms  the  basis  of  the  contract. 
Without  a  law  a  contract  could  have  no  obliga- 
tion. It  is  the  tie  which  binds  the  parties,  the 
power  of  enforcing  a  contract,  which  is  its  obliga- 
tion. There  may  be  contracts  without  obligation, 
that  is,  without  a  law  to  enforce  them.  It  i»  pre- 
posterous and  absurd  to  .«peak  of  a  present  obliga- 
tion of  a  future  contract.  You  may  as  well  speak 
of  a  quality  without  supposing  a  substance.  Vou 
may  as  well  imagine  tne  roundness  of  a  ball,  the 
smoothness  of  a  surface,  or  the  beauty  of  a  wo- 
man, without  the  existence  of  those  objects,  as  an 
obligation  without  a  contract. 

Tnere  can  be  no  obligation  until  the  contract  is 
made,  and  then  the  existing  law  becomes  its  obli- 
gation, its  basis,  and  the  rule  by  which  it  is  to  be 
enforced  and  discharged.  Take  the  clause  in  con- 
nexion, and  its  object  admits  of  no  doubt.  It  was 
to  prevent  retrospective  laws.  You  shall  "pass 
no  law  of  attainder."  This  is  a  legislative  con- 
viction and  judgment,  and  thereby  retrospective. 
Nor  any  "  ex  post  facto  law."  This  makes  that 
act  criminal  which  was  innocent  when  done,  or 
increases  its  criminality.  It  is,  therefore,  retro- 
spective. Nor  a  "  law  impairing  the  obligation  of 
a  contract."  This  makes  that  contract  bad  which 
was  good  at  its  creation,  and  is  therefore  retro- 
spective. But  break  down  this  line  of  distinction, 
and  where  will  this  prohibition  end?  It  is  essen- 
tial to  every  well-regulated  community  that  it 
should  have  power  to  control  parties  in  tne  forma- 
tion and  execution  of  their  contracts.  To  deny 
to  some  an  obligation  or  law  to  enforce  their  con- 
tracts is  essential  to  the  morals  of  the  State ;  to 
Erescribe  to  others  the  rule  by  which  they  are  to 
e  created  is  essential  to  its  commerce ;  and  to  de- 
fine the  terms  and  condition  of  their  discharge  is 
no  less  important  to  prevent  injustice  and  oppres- 
sion. A  law  making  gambling,  wagering,  or  usu- 
rious contracts,  void,  would,  so  far.  as  it  should 
operate  upon  existing  contracts,  legally  created, 
be  repugnant  to  this  clause  in  the  Constitution. 
But  no  one,  I  presume,  has  yet  pretended  that  such 
a  law  might  not  operate  on  all  contracts  thereafWr 
made.  A  law  which  makes  certain  contracts 
voidable,  by  a  less  or  different  consideration  from 
that  agreed  on,  or  on  a  contingency  not  stipulated, 
if  retrospective,  would  be  void,  but  not  otherwise. 
That  a  State  can  prescribe  that,  if  it  is  agreed  to 
pay  above  a  certain  interest,  the  party  promising 
may  discharge  himself  by  paying  a  lesser  sum, 
has  hitherto,  I  believe,  admitted  of  no  doubt.  The 
same  may  be  said  of  those  laws  which  extend  an 
equity  of  redemption,  or  relieve  from  the  penalty 
of  a  bond. 

The  plain  reason  of  the  distinction  is  this:  The 
law  existing  at  the  time  the  contract  is  made  is 
the  known  rule  which  is  to  govern  its  discharge. 
Why,  then,  I  ask,  if  an  insolvent  law  exists  at  the 
time  the  contract  is  made,  by  which  the  parties 
understand  that,  in  case  of  insolvency,  and  a  di»- 
closure,  and  dividend,  the  contract  is  to  be  dis- 
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char^,  is  it  not  a  perfectly  fair  transaction,  and 
completely  within  the  scope  of  ordinary  legisla- 
tion?   If  this  prohibition  extends  to  this  case,  it 
must  unquestionably  extend  to  that  of  usury,  and 
all  the  others  which  I  have  mentioned.     This  ex- 
tension of  this  prohibition  is  unwarrantable  and 
alarming.     It  is  usurping  the  powers  of  the  States, 
and  robbing  them  of  nearly  their  last  vestige  of 
sovereignty.     And,  sir,  allow  me  to  say,  that  the 
pretension  is  novel  and  unprecedented.     In  a  case 
decided  not  long  after  the  adoption  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution,  the  distinction  for  which  I  con- 
tend is  clearly  recognised.     Judge  Wilson,  who 
was  one  of  the  Convention,  regrets  that  this  pro- 
hibition did  not  "  extend  to  all  retrospective  laws," 
admitting  that  it  was  limited  exclusively  to  such. 
The  expression  was  probably  borrowed  from  the 
celebrated  ordinance  of  1787,  and  it  is  renaarkable 
that  the  prohibition  there  is  against  an  interfer- 
ence with  contracts,  <fec.,  "previously  formed." 
Sir,  the  expression  itself,  the  reason,  the  prece- 
dents, and  the  policy,  are  all  against  the  construc- 
tion of  the  court. 

I  know  it  is  the  fashionable  doctrine,  that  the 
court  are  exclusive  expositon^  of  the  Constitution,  | 
and  that,  by  our  oath,  to  support  it,  we  swallow 
every   exposition,   however  absurd.     But  I  never 
did,  and  I  never  will,  swear  to  support  a  glaring 
absurdity,  nor  dangerous  usurpation.     Est  bowiju- 
dicis  amplart  jurigdictionem,  is  a  maxim  very  well 
understood  by  judges.     With  this  maxim,  the  right 
of  exclusive  exposition,  and  this  broad  construction 
of  prohibitions  upon  States,  judges  of  less  integrity 
and  more  ambition  might,  at  some  future  period, 
trample  on  the  States,  and  annihilate  their  sover- 
-etgnty.   Look  at  the  constant  encroachments  of  the 
Federal  on  the  State  Governments,  the  executive, 
legislative,  and  judicial  pretensions,  and,  I  ask,  how 
long,  at  this  rate,  will  your  local  authorities  have 
an  existence  ?    Sir,  such  is  the  progress  of  power ; 
it  is  like  our  progress  in  vice,  and  we  do  that  at 
last,  with  firmpess  of  nerve,  from  which  we  should 
shrink  with  horror  at  the  commencement  of  our 
course.     The  advance  of  power  is  not  only  onward 
but  upwird.     "  With  an  eye  that  never  winks,  and 
a  wing  that  never  tires,"  it  soars  above.     Casting 
all  human  rights  beneath  its  feet,  its  course  is  among 
the  stars.     Nor  is  it  satisfied  until  it  can  scale 
heaven,  and  seize  upon  the  throne  of  Almighty 
God.     Let  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  sits 
by  me,  the  peculiar  guardian  of  Sute  rights,  now 
invoke  them.     It  must  be  like  the  invocation  of 
departed  spirits.     He  may  call  them  from  the  vasty 
deep,  but  they  wont  come.     He  may  speak  of  them, 
and  speak  to  them,  but  it  must  be,  not  of  something 
that  is,  but  of  something  that  ioas:   "Like  the 
memory  of  ioys  that  are  past,  pleasant  and  painful 
to  the  soul.^'     Like  the  recollection  of  some  dear 
departed  friend  who  visits  you  in  visions,  and  em- 
braces you  in  dreams.     You  awake— the  vision  is 
gone;   the  endearing  phantom  is  escaped   from 
your  arras. 

But,  I  beg  pardon,  my  province  is  to  reason,  not 
to  declaim.  1  trust  1  have  proved,  as  I  intended, 
that  a  State  has  still  a  power  to  pass  a  prospective 
bankrupt  law,  and  you  have  no  more. 


But,  suppose  the  power  to  be  exclusive  and  un- 
limited in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  I  still 
maintain  that  its  exercise  is  inexpedient,  and  will 
be  pernicious.     The  individual  distress  which  gen- 
tlemen so  feelingly  describe  is  unquestionably  mag- 
nified.    I  wish  they  could  all  be  presented  here, 
and  each  individual  case  could  be  scrutinized  and 
exposed.     1  would  first  select  all  who  were  fraud- 
ently  secreting  their  property  to  be  used  after  their 
discharge,  and  arrange  them  by  themselves.     As 
another  class,  1  would  then   take  the  smugglers 
and  swindlers,  who,  in  attempting  to  defraud  the 
Government  or  individuals,  had  failed  of  success. 
The  next  class  should  be  composed  of  spendthrifts 
and  prodigals,  who  had  long  been  knowingly  wast- 


ing money,  not  their  own,  but  which  had  been 
intrusted  to  their  use,  by  the  confidence  and  char- 
ity of  friends.    And,  last,  but  not  least,  all  those 
wno,  too  indolent,  and  too  proud,  or  too  impatient 
to  seek  a  living  by  honest  industry,  had  undertaken 
a  business  which  they  did  not  understand,  and  had 
experienced  the  fate  which  usually  awaits  every 
unskilful  pretender.    Then,  from  the  prudent,  skil- 
ful, honest,  and  unfortunate  trader,  deduct  all  those 
whose  creditors  are  disposed  to  grant  them  relief, 
and  I  ask,  will  not  your  army  of  insolvents  be 
j  much  diminished  ?    But,  would  you  not  pardon 
'  the  vicious  and  imprudent,  and  relieve  them  ?  Yes, 
could  1  do  this  without  encouraging  them  to  vi«e 
and  extravagance  again,  and  tempting  others,  by 
witnessing  ttieir  success,  to  imitate  their  example. 
I  scarcely  know  on  what  ground  to  meet  the  hon- 
orable gentleman.     At  one  time,  it  is  compassion 
for  the  debtor  that  absorbs  all  other  considerations  ; 
at  another,  the  system  is  a  punishment  upon  the 
debtor,  and  is  demanded  only  by  the  creditor.    The 
honorable  gentleman  from  Delaware  (Mr.  Van 
Dyke)  has  probably  taken  the  only  fair  and  ra- 
tional ground ;  that  it  is  intended  for  the  relief  and 
I  benefit  of  both.     Assuming  this  as  his  basis,  it 
I  must  follow,  that  a  bankrupt  system  is  to  incr^se 
'  the  confidence  and  security  of  the  creditor.    When 
1  his  money  is  loaned,  he  is  better  satisfied  to  be  sure 
I  of  a  part,  under  this  act,  than  to  risk  the  whole 
'  under  the  existing  laws.     The  lender  is  safer,  and 
I  will  be  encouraged  to  lend.    If  the  borrower  fails, 
I  he  is  sure  to  be  discharged  from  his  debt ;  and,  if 
he  succeeds,  he  may  make  his  fortune.    He,  then, 
will  be  encouraged   to  borrow.     The  facility  of 
credit,  then,  is  doubly  increased.    It  then  resolves 
itself  into  a  question  of  national  policy  ;  is  it  ex- 
pedient or  prudent,  at  this  lime,  to  encourage  people 
in  running  in  debt? 

There  is  scarcely  a  country  in  the  world  where 
enterprise  is  so  much  encouraged.  With  a  Gov- 
ernment imposing  no  restraints,  and  a  population 
intelligent,  enterprising,  and  avaricious,  the  spirit 
of  speculation  has  become  general  and  extrava- 
gant. There  is  probably  not  a  nation  on  earth 
whose  trade,  in  proportion  to  its  wealth  and  popu- 
lation, exceeds  that  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
double  that  of  Great  Britain,  treble  that  of  Hol- 
land, and  six  times  that  of  France.  In  these 
times  of  depression  even,  our  annual  exports  are 
greater  than  were  those  of  Great  Britain  the  years 
immediately  succeeding  the  American  Revolu- 
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tion  There  seems  to  be  in  man  an  irresistible 
propensity  to  speculation.  The  aversion  to  labor. 
Its  sTow  returns,  avarice,  and  the  fascinations  ot 
chance,  all  conspire  to  lure  us  into  Us  vortex.  In 
this  country  are  superadded  the  facdities  of  free- 
dom, the  prospect  of  success,  and  the  ardor  of  a 
bold,  daring,  and  restless  population.  Add,  !ur- 
ther  the  ultimate  safety  which  a  bankrupt  system 
affords,  and  you  are  at  once  overwhelmed  with 
extravagance  and  prodigality. 

The  arch  usurer  is  all  this  while  cherishing  this 
spirit,  spreading  his  snare,  and  exhibiting  the  teit 
to  lure  the  ardent  and  unsuspecting  youth  withm 
his  gripe.     A  victim  to  these  temptations,  the  son 
of  an  honest  farmer,  bred  to  the  plough,  sets  out 
with  a  fictitious  capital,  without  skill  and  without 
experience.    Provided  he  can  trade,  he  thinks  lit- 
tle of  his  pay.     The  allurements  of  long  credit, 
cheap  goods,  and  a  new  trader,  soon  exhaust  his 
store:     His  debtors,  when  too  late,  have  found  the 
truth  of  the  maxim,  that  if  a  man  is  tempted  to 
buy  what  he  don't  want,  he  may  soon  want  what 
he  can't  buy.     His  day  of  remittance  has  arrived  ; 
his  goods  are  all  out  on  credit ;  he  becomes  bank- 
rupt.    He  is  subjected  to  the  order  of  the  commis- 
sioners; the  farce  is  played,  and   the  gentleman 
bankrupt  is  discharged  of  all  his  debts,  and  ready 
to  impose  on  some  other  people  in  some  other  vil- 
lage.    But  what  is  the  fate  of  his  debtors  ?  Thou- 
sands of  petty  demands  must  be  transferred  to  the 
lawyers,  and  each  of  them  prosecuted  in  the  Fed- 
eral courts.    Yes,  sir,  in   the  district  or  circuit 
courts,  which  alone  can  have  jurisdiction  under 
this  act;  and  a  debtor  to  the  amount  of  five  dol- 
lars may  b<;  summoned  or  attached  to  appear  at 
the  distance  of  two  or  three  hundred  miles,  and 
eventually  be  compelled  to  take  up  his  residence 
in  a  loathsome  prison,  while  the  gentleman  bank- 
rupt trader  is  at  his  liberty  and  his  ease. 

This  is  not  all.  This  forced,  unnatural  state  of 
things  awakes  the  cupidity  of  the  prudent,  quick- 
sighted,  and  avaricious,  and,  from  the  avails  of 
these  wrecks  of  extravagance  and  folly,  immense 
fortunes  will  be  accumulated.  The  economy  of 
consumption  will  be  impaired,  and  productive 
labor  diminished,  and  in  both  ways  will  the  rev- 
enues of  the  country  be  reduced.  The  few  will  be 
rich,  and  the  many  poor;  wealth  will  accumulate, 
and  population  deteriorate.  And  here  the  econo- 
mist and  poet  agree  that — 

<•  111  fares  the  land,  to  hastening  ills  a  prey, 
Where  wealth  accumulates,  and  men  decay  ; 
Princes  and  Lords  may  flourish  and  may  fade ; 
A  breath  can  make  them,  as  a  breath  has  made ; 
But  a  bold  yeomanry,  their  country's  pride, 
If  once  destroyed,  can  never  be  supplied." 

This  bill,  sir,  will  provoke  enterprise,  even  to 
madness.    A  young,  bold,  adventurous  Ainerican  I 
wants  nothing  to  urge,  but  much  to  restrain  him. 
He  latmches  into  the  ocean  of  life ;  reason  should 
be  his  helm,  and  experience  his  compass.    His  pas- 
sions are  his  sails,  good  or  bad  fortune,  prosperous 
OT  adverse  winds;  and  the  wiles  and  delusions  of 
vn  artfi^  and  treacherous  world,  are  the  rocks, 
shoals,  ani  quicksands,  which  lie  concealed  at  the 


bottom.  By  this  act  you  urge  him  into  unknown 
regions,  amid  dangerous  seas  and  tempestuous 
skies;  you  give  him  a  life  boat  by  which  he  can 
preserve  himself;  but  you  expose  his  owners  to 
ruin,  and  his  crew  to  destruction. 

Is  this  all?  Would  to  Heaven  it  were.  But 
dangers  and  difficulties  increase  as  we  proceed. 
Our  way  seems  to  lead  through  a  dis-mal  and 
dreary  desert,  where  there  is  nothing  to  enliven, 
cheer,  or  exhilarate;  where  every  step  we  take  is 
attended  with  peril  and  disaster. 

Sir,  the  Constitution  is  a  charter  of  limited  pow- 
ers.    Congress  can  do  lilUe,  but  by  individual  ex- 
ample, to  improve  the  morals  or  religion  of  the 
community.    Our  business  is  to  regulate  the  con- 
dition and  instruct  the  understanding,  but  not  to 
improve  the  heart.     As  we  can  do  little  to  incul- 
cate virtue,  let  us  take  care  to  do  nothing  to  en- 
courage vice.    Is  it  not  enough  that  you  tempt 
man  to  become  the  sport  of  capricious  fortune? 
Is  it  not  enough  that  you  delude  him  to  rank  se- 
dation, which  beggars  him  and  his  family  ?    But 
will  you  superadd  an  irresistible  inducement  to 
perjury  and  fraud?    "Lead  us  not  into  tempta- 
tion," is  an  invocation  prescribed  by  one  who  well 
knew   the   frailty   and  depravity   of  the   human 
heart.     And  he  illustrated  the  necessity  of  this  in- 
vocation, by  showing  that  one  of  his  favorite  dis- 
ciples, in  the  face  of  a  solemn  admonition,  and  in 
spite  of  the  most  endearing  atuchments,  in  an 
hour,  too,  when  his  love  seemed  to  be  most  needed, 
could  deny  his  lord  and  master  with  an  oath  !   We 
need  not  the  aid  of  inspiration  to  perceive  that 
man  is  inclined  to  evil  as  the  sparks  are  to  ascend, 
and  that  the  hearts  of  very  many  are  "deceitful 
above  all  things,  aud  desperately  wicked ;"  every 
day's  experience  proves  the  melancholy  truth.  Few 
of  the  best,  perhaps,  are  proof  against  strong  temp- 
tation.    We  have  all  a  weak  side— a  favorite  pro- 
pensity.    Some  love  of  wealth,  power,  or  fame,  or 
some  other  love,  interposes  to  detach  us  from  dutv, 
and  operates  as  a  Syren  to  lure  us  upon  the  Scylla 
and  the  Charybdis  while  we  navigate  the  danger- 
ous channel  of  human  life.     The  idol  of  the  mer- 
chant is  his  love  of  speculation.     This  is  so  irre- 
sistible that  even  disaster  and  ruin  will  not  abate, 
but  rather  increase  it.     And  does  not  your  bill  add 
to  the  temptation?     If  it  does  not,  I  admit  freely 
that  these  remarks  are  inapplicable.     Take,  then, 
two  men, equally  insolvent,  equally  moral, and  hav- 
ing equal  means  to  conceal  property  from  the  eye 
of  the  creditor.   One  is  subject  to  the  existing  laws, 
and  the  other  to  your  bankrupt  law ;  and  which 
has  the  strongest  temptation?    The  concealment 
of  the  first  must  be  perpetual.   He  must  be  alwavs 
upon  his  guard ;  he  constantly  imagines  that  he 
is  suspected  or  betrayed ;  his  trustee  or  confidant 
may  become  false,or  death  may  throw  thedeposite 
into  other  hands ;  and,  last  of  all,  the  property  can 
never  increase,  but  must  constantly  diminish,  and 
he  is  forever  debarred  from  indulging  in  his  favor- 
ite employment.      The  other  is  subjected  to  a  se- 
verer ordeal;  but  the  trial  is  short.      In  a  tew 
weeks,  perhaps,  he  is  discharged;  the  concealed 
treasure  comes  to  the  light ;  he  proceeds  with  an 
effective  capiul.     No  one  knows  from  whence  it 
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came,  and  no  one  has  a  right  to  inquire.     Sir,  the 
difference  is  beyond  comparison. 

And  will  you  tempt  men  to  fraud,  and  then  re- 
strain them  by  sanguinary  laws?  Your  attempt 
will  be  worse  than  fruitless.  The  difficulty  of  de- 
tection aud  discrimination,  the  disproportion  be- 
tween the  crime  and  the  oupishment,  our  abhor- 
rence of  cruelty,  and  our  charity  and  compassion, 
will  all  combine,  and  form  an  insuperable  barrier 
to  conviction.  But  your  law  will  have  another 
and  most  deleterious  effect  upon  the  community. 
A  law  so  obnoxious  and  unequal  will  become  un- 

E»pular,  and  impair  your  attachment  to  all  your 
ws.  While  other  nations  are  bowing  in  adora- 
tion to  a  man  or  a  family,  it  is  our  glory  that  our 
idol  is  our  Constitution  and  laws.  Weaken  this 
affection,  and  it  will  take  a  different  direction,  and 
attach  to  some  other  object  dangerous  to  vour  lib- 
erties. And,  sir,  there  is  another  principle  which 
ought  to  be  remembered,  that  if  a  law  is  too  san- 
guinary for  the  genius  of  your  Government  or 
habits  of  your  people,  you  must  either  abandon 
your  law  or  change  your  Government  and  habits, 
to  make  them  conform. 

But  I  would  not  obtrude  my  sentiments  upon 
this  Senate,  on  this  or  any  other  subject,  were  I 
not  supported,  much  lest  were  1  contradicted,  by 
experience.     Experience  is  our  best  instructor,  and 
without  it  the  calculations  and  predictions  of  the 
wisest  statesman  fail.     Our  inclination  to  imitate 
is  so  strong  that,  finding  other  nations  have  bank- 
rupt laws,  we,  without  considering  the  differences 
in  the  necessity  and  power  of  enforcing  ihem,  con- 
clude they  are  also  expedient  for  us.    If  honor- 
able gentlemen  would  adduce  England  or  France 
in  proof  of  their  expediency,  they  must  compare 
those  nations  with  ours  at  the  time  their  bankrupt 
systems  were  invented  and  built  up.     From  1543, 
the  time  of  the  statute  of  Henry  8lh,  to  1571,  when 
that  of  Eliza,  justly  considered  the  foundation  of 
the  British  system,  was  passed,  what  was  the  con- 
dition of  the  commerce  of  England  ?     It  was  lite- 
rally in  its  infancy,  and  carried  on  principally  in 
foreign  ships,  navigated  by  foreigners. 

The  passage  to  India  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
and  the  discovery  of  the  rich  mines  of  America, 
^     had  given  commerce  a  new  impetus  and  new  chan- 
nels.    The  Dutch  prohibited  a  second  hand  India 
trade  with  the  Portuguese,  had  pursued  it  to  its 
source,  and  wrested  it,  in  a  measure,  from  these 
monopolizers,  and  had  monopolized  it  in  their  turn. 
Lisbon  had  succeeded  Venice,  as  the  emporium 
of  the  East,  and  Cadiz  had  bicome  the  emporium 
of  the  West.     The  republics  of  Venice  and  Genoa, 
rivals  in  commerce,  as  in  arms,  had  wasted  their 
mutual  strength  in  fruitless  contests;  and  the  for- 
mer was  now  no  longer  a  barrier  to  the  Turks, 
who  were  pressing  hard  upon  Christendom.    Five 
hundred  hostile  ships  were  approaching  each  other, 
and  the  fateof  the  commerce  of  the  Mrditerranean 
seemed  suspended  on  the  event  of  a  single  battle. 
Elizabeth  saw,   at  her  own  door,  Antwerp,  the 
resort  and  grand  exchange  of  the  North,  and  Am- 
sterdam, treading  last  upon  its  heels.     Her  own 
tonnage,  then  engaged  in  foreign  trade,  was  less 
than  that  of  a  second-rale  port  of  the  United  Stales 


at  this  day.  Her  circulating  medium  was  short 
of  four  millions  sterling ;  her  interest  was  then 
established  at  ten  per  cent.,  and  there  was  not  an 
insurance  office,  nor  a  bank,  in  the  kingdom.  The 
merchants  of  the  Steelyard,  a  company  of  for- 
eigners, had  monopolized  the  commerce,  as  had 
the  Jews  of  Lombard  street  the  money  transac- 
tions of  the  kingdom,  and  her  own  merchants  were 
obliged  to  seek  employment  abroad. 

This  wise  but  arbitrary  monarch  was  determined 
to  correct  these  evils,  and  wrest  commerce  from 
ihe  hands  of  her  neighbors.    Among  other  regu- 
lations to  prevent  her  subjects  from  emigrating, 
and  to  encourage  their  creditors,  and  give  them  a 
preference,  she  established  a  bankrupt  systein  to 
divide  the  effects  of  an  absconding  British  subject 
exclusively  among  British  creditors.     This  act  of 
Eliza,  intended  to  punish  and  restrain  a  British 
debtor,  held  his  future  effects  liable  for  his  debts. 
A  final  discharge  was  given  by  the  statutes  of 
James,  and  perfected  by  those  of  Anne.     It  is  not 
till  then  that  a  bankrupt  system  becomes  emphati- 
cally an  inducement  to  speculation,  and  an  in- 
strument of  fraud,  and  then  it  is  the  cause  and 
effect  of  extravagance.     Prodigality  is  its  parent, 
and  prodigality  its  offspring.    How  nearly  contem- 
poraneous the  wild  speculations  of  England  and 
France  with  the  improvements  in  their  bankrupt 
systems !     The  acts  of  Anne  were  in  1706-7-'16. 
The  ordinances  of  France  were  in  1702,  1716, 
and   in  1720.     The  South  Sea  and  Mississippi 
bubbles  had  burst,  involved  thousands,  nay,  mil- 
lions, in  ruin,  and  brought  the  two  nations  to  the 
verge  of  destruction. 

Why,  sir,  should  we,  in  every  thing,  become 
the  humble  copyers  of  Great  Britain  ?     Her  Gov- 
ernment and  policy  may  require  what  would  be 
pernicious  to  us.     Distinctions  and  discrimina- 
tions are  the  basis  of  her  Government— equality  is 
the  basis  of  ours.     There  sanguinary  punishments 
are  familiar,  and  may  be  enforced ;  here  it  is  im- 
possible.    There  the  system  has  been  m  progress 
for  centuries,  and  has  become  familiar,  and  intw- 
woven  with  her  code  on  contracts.     The  United 
States  have  no  such  code,  and  never  can  have ; 
and,  after  all,  it  is  far  from  being  certain  that  a 
bankrupt  system  has  benefited  the  nation,  or  that, 
were  it  now  for  the  first  time  proposed,  it  would 
be  adopted.     We  have  seen,  by  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  the  opera- 
tion of  the  law,  and  its  defects.    The  evils  are  not 
corrected,  nor  is  the  system  abandoned.     But  we 
very  well  know,  such  Is  the  structure  of  their  Gov- 
ernment, that  abuses  cannot  always  be  corrected, 
.or  mischiefs  removed, and  that  the  courts  are  of- 
I  ten  obliged  to  devise  means  to  evade  laws  which 
'  are  opposed  to  the  interest  of  the  nation,  but  of 
which  the  monarchy  or  aristocracy  prevents  the 

repeal.  ,  . 

You  go  abroad,  then,  and  the  lessons  of  expe- 
rience are  either  equivocal  or  against  you.  At 
home,  you  admit  that  the  experiments  by  the 
States  have  totally  failed.  As  every  resemblance 
may  be  more  or  less  imperfect,  reasoning  from 
(analogy  is  seldom  or  never  conclusive.  Could 
we  find  an  experiment  of  our  own,  it  might  be 
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made  the  basis  of  a  correct  result.     Let  ns  then  see 
what  has  been  our  own  experience. 

The  subject  was  brought  before  the  Hoase  of 
Representatives  at  the  first  session  of  the  first  Con- 
gress, and  committed.  At  the  second  session  a 
petition  of  the  merchants  of  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  for  a  bankrupt  law,  was  presented,  com- 
mitted, and  a  bill  reported,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day.  At  the  first  and  second  sessions  of  the 
third  Congress  the  same  proceedings  were  had. 
and  at  the  first  session  of  the  fourth  Congress  a  bill 
was  reported,  acted  on,  matured,  and  rejected,  by 
ayes  and  noes.  The  subject  was  not  revived  until 
the  second  session  of  the  fifth  Congress,  1798  and 
1799,  when  a  bill  was  brought  in,  and  at  the  next 
session,  on  the  4th  of  April,  1800,  finally  passed. 

The  passage  of  this  bill  could  scarcely  be  con- 
sidered as  the  voice  of  the  nation.  It  was  in  party 
times,  and,  as  all  the  gentlemen  of  one  political 
sect  voted  against  it,  and  all  the  others,  with  very 
few  exceptions,  in  its  favor,  it  is  not  improbable 
that  political  considerations  had  some  influence  on 
the  decision.  When  we  consider,  moreover,  that 
it  was  near  the  time  of  a  new  apportionment  of 
Representatives,  and  perceive  that  those  who  voted 
against  the  bill  actually  represented  a  majority  of 
the  people,  and  that  the  House  was  divided,  forty- 
eight  and  forty-eight,  and  its  passage  was  effected 
by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Speaker,  it  will  not,  I 
trust,  be  even  pretended  that  it  was  called  for  by 
public  opinion. 

Such  was  its  birth,  and  its  advent  was  hailed  as 
a  jubilee  by  some  honest  and  unfortunate  men,  and 
by  all  the  spendthrifts  and  swindlers  in  the  com- 
munity. What  was  its  progress?  The  monster 
came  forth,  fraud  his  companion,  supported  by 
perjury.  Justice  threw  away  her  scales,  modesty 
covered  her  face  with  her  mantle,  and  innocence 
fled  in  a  fright.  What  was  its  end  ?  Like  the 
rest  of  the  wicked,  it  scarcely  lived  out  half  its 
days.  It  was  limited  to  five  years,  and  thence  to 
the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  and,  when 
a  little  more  than  half  that  period  had  expired,  it 
had  become  so  odious  and  detestable,  that  all  parts, 
all  parties,  all  profession^,  and  all  classes,  united 
against  it,  and  it  was  repealed  by  the'  almost  un- 
precedented unanimity  of  99  to  13  ! 

Let  me  not  be  told  that  it  was  most  unpopular 
at  first,  because  it  embraced,  numerous  existing 
cases.  If  its  operations  were  as  intended,  the 
greater  number  of  objects  the  more  necessary,  and 
therefore  the  more  popular,  the  law.  A  law,  armed 
with  all  the  terrors  ot  sanguinary  penalties,  would 
not  be  infringed,  nor  evaded  at  first.  The  timid 
would  stand  aloof,  waiting  for  the  ingenuity  of 
coanseL  or  the  decision  of  courts,  to  point  out  the 
weak  places,  and  prescribe  the  manner  of  evasion. 
The  frauds  committed  under  any  bankrupt  system 
will  continue  to  increase  until  they  shall  become 
familiar,  and  matters  of  course. 

What  then  says  experience?  It  speaks  with 
a  loud  and  emphatic  voice,  "  This  is  a  way  in 
which  ye  shall  not  go.  On  one  side  is  vice  in 
afflhience,  on  the  other  virtue  in  misery.  Here 
criminal  levity,  there  sanguinary  cruelty,  and  at 
the  end  you  will  inevitably  meet  confusion  and  in- 1 


famy."  But  gentlemen  imagine  that  experience 
has  pointed  out  the  dangers,  and  they  are  prepared 
to  shun  them. 

We  hear  much  of  the  perfection  of  this  bill, 
and,  as  it  is  too  long  to  be  read,  its  excellencies 
are  taken  for  granted.  Much  expectation  has,  to 
be  sure,  been  excited.  The  bill  was  prepared  by 
two  of  the  most  learned  and  cunning  lawyers  in 
the  United  States,  and  at  the  first  session  of  the 
last  Congress  it  underwent,  in  the  other  House, 
the  scrutiny  of  a  very  learned  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee. The  Speaker  was  distinguished  for  his  power 
of  discrimination,  and  his  discretion  had  a  wide 
range,  as  the  selection  was  made  from  one  han- 
dred  and  twenty  lawyers.  It  was  reported,  dis- 
cussed, and  postponed.  It  was  revised  at  the 
succeeding  session,  by  a  committee  equally  re- 
spectable— at  the  last  endured  the  ordeal  of  this 
Senate,  and  now  it  comes  to  us,  reported  by  yonr 
Judiciary  Committee,  aided  bv  the  additional  indus- 
try, and  experience,  and  wisdom,  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Delaware.  And,  after  all  this, 
what  have  they  brought  forth  1  It  has  the  same 
form  and  features,  and,  with  very  few  and  trifling 
exceptions,  is  the  very  image  and 'superscription 
of  the  odious  and  detestable  act  of  1800. 

This,  sir,  would  bring  me,  where  I  assure  the 
Senate  I  am  not  disposed  to  go — into  a  particular 
examination  of  this  tedious  bill.     I  shall  take  a 
shorter,  and,  I  trust,  better  course.     1  have  collated 
this  with  the  act  of  1800,  and  in  about  five  minutes 
will  show  you  the  result.     They  both  include  the 
same  persons.     With  two  trifling  variances,  the 
acts  of  bankruptcy  are  the  same.     The  petitioning 
creditors  have  the  same  qualifications,  and  are  sulP 
jected  to  the  same  proceedings  ;  the  appointment, 
number,  power,  and  duties,  ofthe  commissioners  are 
the  same ;  the  creditors  are  to  appoint  the  assign- 
ees, in  the  same  manner,  and  by  the  same  majority 
of  interest ;  they  are  alike  removeable  and  respon- 
sible, and  their  powers  and  duties  arealike;  the 
bankrupt  is  subjected  to  the  same  ordeal ;  he  is  en- 
titled to  come  in  three  times  within  the  forty-two 
days,  and  incurs  the  same  penalties  for  refusal ;  he 
must  surrender  and  di.sclose  his  estate  ;  what  he 
has  sold,  and  if  he  expects  any  profits;  must  assi^ 
all  and  deliver  up  all ;  the  powers  of  the  commis-  ' 
sioners  over  him  arealike,  and  he  is  subject  to  like 
proceedings  and  punishments  :  he  is  entitled  to  the 
same  support  for  his  family  pending  the  process, 
and  the  same  per  centage  in  the  di.«itribution  ;  and 
the  same  persons  or  tribunals  must  consent  before 
he  obtains  his  discharge,  and  his  certificate  is  to 
have  the  same  effect.     The  two  acts  vary  in  a  few 
particulars.     This  commences  presently,  that  com- 
menced at  a  future  day ;  this  fixes  the  pay  of  the 
commissioners,  that  left  it  to  the  judge ;  this  ex- 
cludes farmers,  ^ziers,  dtc,  expressly,  that  by 
implication.     This  has  a  few  provisions  not  found 
in  the  other.     It  excludes  persons  becoming  mer- 
chants, &c.,  with  design  to  take  the  benefit  of  the 
act ;  prevents  a  bank  corporation  from  unreason- 
ably withholding  a  certificate,  and  gives  the  Uni- 
ted States'  courts  jurisdiction   in   all  cases.    It 
omitsobliging  a  wife  to  swear  against  her  husband. 
This  is  a  binl'tf  eye  view  of  the  two :  and  what 


have  you  gained  by  these  trifling  variations  ?  That 
this  should  commence  presently,  I  do  not  object ; 
for  the  sooner  it  begins  to  operate,  the  sooner  the 
people  will  be  disgusu-d  with  it,  and  demand  its 
repeal.  Paying  the  commissioners  by  the  day  will 
promote  procrastination.  The  difference,  however, 
IS  trifling,  but  the  change  is  for  the  worse. 

The  express  exclusion  of  certain  persons  is  an 
unquestionable  blemish.  You  define  who  are  in- 
cluded, and  particularize  others  who  are  excluded  ; 
and  what  is  to  be  the  condition  of  those  who  are 
neither  embraced  by  the  provision  nor  the  excep- 
tion ?  Is  it  the  intent  to  embrace  all  not  expressly 
excepted?  Such  would  seem  to  be  the  principle, 
and  yet  its  operation  would  be  utterly  unjust. 
There  are  both  injustice  and  obscurity  in  the  pro- 
viso, and  it  is  an  unquestionable  defect.  And  the 
exclusion  of  those  who  become  merchants  to  par- 
take of  its  benefits  is  still  worse.  How  are  you  to 
decide  on  the  intent  ?  Were  it  a  question  ever  to 
be  in  contest  between  the  parties,  it  is  a  fact  of 
difficult  proof  But,  here  both  the  parties  will  be 
agreed  against  the  proof  of  such  intent.  The  pe- 
titioning creditor  is  for  bringing  the  debtor  within 
the  description,  or  else  he  would  not  petition.  The 
debtor  who  designs  to  make  himself  a  merchant  or 
trader,  is  of  the  same  opinion,  and  the  commission- 
ers are  to  decide  a  question  where  both  parties 
agree.  You  have  then  no  other  way  to  detect  an 
infraction  of  this  provision,  but  by  contesting  the 
validity  of  the  certificate  after  it  is  granted,  when 
all  the  property  is  consumed  by  commissioners,  as- 
signees, officers,  agents,  and  lawyers.  Your  pro- 
vision, as  to  bank  corporations,  amounts  to  noth- 
ing— it  might  as  well  extend  to  any  other  creditor. 
And  the  jurisdiction  given  to  the  United  States- 
courts  is  an  evil  of  such  magnitude,  that  I  have 
neither  time  nor  patience  to  discuss  it. 

There  is,  however,  the  omission  of  a  usual  pro- 
vision which  I  approve.  You  will  not  compel  a 
wife  to  disclose  the  fraud  of  her  husband.  Indeed ! 
And  is  it  a  merit  that  this  Senate,  so  distinguished 
for  their  gallantry,  should  have  refrained  from  a 
provision  so  barbarous  ?  Is  it  not  rather  a  source 
of  mortification  that  such  a  rude  and  savage  pro- 
vbion  should  ever  have  disgraced  our  statute  book  ? 
Sir,  we  live  in  the  nineteenth  century,  and  have 
some  claims,  I  hope,  to  civilization.  A  man  was 
once  in  affluence,  "  the  candle  of  Grod  shone  on  his 
head,  and  by  his  light  he  walked  through  darkness. 
His  children  were  about  him  ;  he  wa.shed  his  steps 
with  butter,  and  the  rock  poured  him  out  rivers  of 
oil."  But,  the  storm  of  adversity  began  to  beat 
upon  him,  and  in  an  unlucky  and  inconsiderate 
moment  he  conceived  the  design  to  shelter  himself 
from  the  impending  danger,  and  lay  aside  a  por- 
tion for  the  protection  and  sustenance  of  his  family ; 
and  his  wife  is  called  to  disclose  the  fraud.  On 
the  one  hand,  she  must  call  ujion  her  Grod  to  wit- 
ness a  falsehood— on  the  other,  she  consigns  her- 
self and  children  to  misery,  and  her  husband  to  a 
perpetual  dungeon.  What  would  an  affectionate 
wife  do  ?  What  ought  she  to  do  ?  She  would 
swear  him  innocent.  And  "the  accusing  spirit 
which  should  fly  to  Heaven's  chancery  with  the 
oath,  would  blusn  as  he  gave  it  in,  and  the  record- 
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ing  angel,  as  he  should  write  it  down,  would  drop 
a  tear  upon  the  word  and  blot  it  out  for«ver."  But 
still,  sir,  the  omission  adds  nothing  to  the  efficacy 
of  your  system.  Nay,  it  rather  shows  the  defec- 
tiveness of  a  system,  for  whose  support  you  have 
been  obliged  to  resort  to  principles  at  which  the 
soul  of  a  civilized  man  would  revolt.  No,  sir, 
take  all  your  deviations  from  the  act  of  1800  to- 
gether, and,  instead  of  helping  the  matter,  they 
make  it  worse. 

But,  the  most  odious  principle  in  the  bill  is  that 
of  discrimination.  You  desire  uniformity,  and 
make  the  most  invidious  distinctions.  A  merchant 
or  trader  in  Louisiana  must  be  put  on  the  same 
I  footing  with  one  in  Maine.  Yet  a  person  in  either 
of  those  places,  living  in  the  same  neighborhood, 
and  even  in  the  same  house  with  another  as  good 
as  himself,  is  entitled  to  different  laws  for  the  pro- 
tection of  his  liberty  and  prosperity.  And  yet  wc 
are  told  the  farmer  and  manufacturer  do  not  want 
it.  If  either  of  these  is  utterly  insolvent,  what 
policy  i>hould  hold  him  forever  liable  any  more 
than  the  merchant  ?  When  gentlemen  tell  us  of 
the  inability  of  these  to  make  prompt  payment, 
and  that  to  subject  them  to  this  process  against, 
their  will  would  be  cruel  and  oppressive,  and  ex- 
pect us  to  receive  this  as  an  insuperable  objection,, 
they  pay  us  no  compliment.  It  really  appears  that 
gentlemen  were  disposed  to  pacify  us,  no  mattei 
how.  Your  objection  is  answered  in  a  word.  Let 
the  same  process  be  had  against  the  farmer  and 
manufacturer,  with  this  simple  addition  only,  that 
on  being  summoned  he  should  not  be  held  to  fur-^ 
ther  proceedings  without  his  consent.  The  apology 
for  excluding  him  is  frivolous,  indeed. 

Is  not  the  farmer  .subject  to  equal  risks?    He 
has  his  perils  by  water,  and  his  perils  by  fire, 
and  adopt  this  discriminating  principle,  and  he 
will  have  his  peril?   too  among  false   brethren. 
Droughts,  inundations,  diseases,  insects,  and  fires, 
are   his  ministers  of  destruction.      Suppose,  sir, 
some  of  these  children  of  adversity  now  before  you, 
and  applying  for  relief     The  first  is  a  dealer  in 
bank  and   other  stocks.     He  purchased   United 
States'  Bank  stock  to  an  amount  ten  times  more 
than  he  was  worth,  while  it  stood  at  only  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  per  cent.     It  fell.    He  failed,  and  he 
tells  you  that  as  this  bank  facilitates  commerce 
you  ought  to  relieve  him  for  its  sake ;  and  his  claim 
is  allowed.    The  next  is  a  manufacturer,  who  has 
withstood  a  change  of  times,  and  foreign  and  do- 
mestic competition  ;  but,  in  consequence  of  the 
failure  of  the  first  gentleman,  he  must  fail  too,  and 
he  prays  you  to  put  him  on  the  same  footing. 
But,  no  ;  he  purchases  his  stock,  applies  the  labor, 
and  sells  the  manufactured  article;  he  gets  his 
living  chiefly  by  labor,  and  is,  therefore,  excluded. 
The  broker  comes  next.    He  tells  you  that  he 
commenced  business  a  year  ago.    He  was  then 
worth  nothing,  but  his  friends  put  money  into  his 
hands,  and  his  speculations  were  profitaole.    But, 
unfortunately,  as  the  large  sums  were  constantly 
passing    through   his  hands,  some  occasionally 
stopped  by  the  way.    He  took  the  funds  of  his 
patron,  and  converted  them  to  purposes  of  specu- 
lations of  his  own,  and  he  failed.    This  worthy. 
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faithful,  honest,  useful  citizen  is  entitled  to  rour 
relief.  A  fisherman  immediately  succeeds  him. 
He  built  his  vessels,  employed  and  furnished  his 
men,  sent  them  to  the  straits  or  banks,  received, 
cored,  and  disposed  of  the  cargoes.  But  the  tem- 
pest snnk  and  destroyed  his  ships,  while  cultiva- 
ting the  nursery  of  your  seamen,  and  he  asks 
relief.  But  he  does  not  get  his  living  by  buying 
and  selling.  He  builds  his  vessels,  but  not  to  sell. 
He  catches  his  fish,  but  does  not  buy  them ;  he  is 
excluded.  A  merchant  comes  and  he  tells  you 
that  while  you  were  engaged  in  that  wicked  war 
against  Great  Britain,  goods  were  scarce  and  the 
wants  of  the  community  required  that  he  should 
attempt  to  import  some  in  spite  of  your  laws. 
The  prospect  was  so  tempting,  and  the  war  so 
unjust,  his  interest  and  conscience  both  agreed 
that  it  would  be  right.  His  importations  were 
t  large,  and  he  was  on  the  eve  of  independence, 
when  your  revenue  officers  like  so  many  harpies, 
pounced  upon  him,  seized  his  goods,  and  your  un- 
relenting courts  condemned  them.  A  man  so 
worthy  and  patriotic  is  entitled  to  your  first  con- 
sideration, and  you  grant  him  all  he  asks. 

The  plain  unvarnished  farmer  comes  next.    His 

family  was  lar^e,  his  sons  were  growing  up,  he 

sold  and  went  into  the  wilderness,  purchased^  and 

>  expected  to  pay  for  his  lands  with  their  aid,  and 

X  make  farms  for  all ;  but  unforeseen  misfortunes 

*  assailed  him.  His  crops  were  destroyed,  his  cattle 
died,  the  fires  in  the  woods  caught  and  burnt  up 
his  dwelling,  and  sickness  and  death  deprived  him 

•  of  the  anticipated  help  of  his  family.  The  pay 
day  is  come,  he  is  insolvent,  and  he  claims  your 
interposition.     But  you  are  a  farmer,  and  farmers 

'^  don't  want  the  act.  Yet,  nevertheless,  as  your 
case  is  hard,  we  can  tell  you  how  you  may  con- 
trive to  get  within  its  provisions.  Purchase  a 
barrel  of  rum  or  whiskey,  become  a  trader,  keep 
secret  the  design,  and,  by  the  time  the  barrel  is 
out.  you  may  apply  to  some  friendly  creditor — he 
will  petition  against  you,  you  will  be  declared  a 
bankrupt,  and  be  punished  by  a  discharge  from  all 
your  debts.     These  men  would  undoubtedly  go 

■  away  feeling  the  highest  respect  for  your  laws  and 
therarofoundest  reverence  for  the  makers. 

Tbere  is  an  excellent  story  of  a  father  whose 
son  wished  for  his  portion  of  the  estate ;  it  was 
assigned  to  him ;  he  went  away,  wasted  his  sub- 
stance in  riotous  living,  was  in  misery,  came  back, 
was  penitent,  and  his  father  relieved  his  distresses 
and  forgave  him.  With  a  little  alteration  this 
story  would  illustrate  our  case.  Let  us  then  sup- 
pose that  the  father  had  two  sons  who  wished  for 
their  portions  that  they  might  depart— the  one  a 
merchant,  the  other  a  farmer— they  receive  their 
property  and  take  their  journey  into  a  far  country. 
The  fanner  purchases  his  land  and  cattle,  and 
goes  to  work,  but  the  merchafnt  wastes  his  sub- 
stance in  rank  speculation,  and  riotous  living.  He 
applies  to  his  brother  for  relief,  and  he  loans  him 
even  all  he  has.  This,  too,  is  rrasted  in  the  same 
prodigal  manner,  and  there  is  a  famine  in  the 
land,  and  they  both  be^in  to  be  in  want ;  and  they 
join  themselves  to  a  citizen  who  sends  them  into 
toeMd  to  feed  swine,  and  they  fain  would  have 


satisfied  their  hunger  with  the  husks  which  the 
swine  did  eat,  and  no  one  gave  unto  them.  When 
they  came  to  reflect,  (for  hunger  will  produce  re- 
flections,) they  say,  bow  many  hired  servants  of 
our  father  have  bread  enough  and  to  spare,  and  we 
perish  with  hunger  !  Let  us  arise  and  go  to  him 
and  confess  that  we  are  not  worthy  to  be  his  sons, 
and  beg  to  be  received  as  his  hired  servants.  They 
go ;  and  while  they  are  yet  a  great  way  off,  their 
father  sees  and  comes  out  to  meet  them.  On  the 
merchant  he  has  compassion,  falls  on  bis  neck 
and  embraces  him,  orders  a  new  robe  to  be  put  on 
him,  and  the  fatted  calf  to  be  killed,  and  the  music 
to  strike  up  to  announce  and  welcome  his  return. 
The  farmer  waits  antil  the  merchant  has  received 
his  blessing,  as  farmers  are  usually  obliged  to  do. 
But  the  father  turns  to  him,  and,  with  an  angry 
look  and  vindictive  voice,  exclaims,  begone,  thou 
credulous  charitable  fool,  begone!  I  have  given 
thee  all  I  ever  intend ;  thou  hast  wasted  it  upon 
that  prodigal.  I  have  forgiven  him,  but  if  I  ever 
do  thee,  may  God  never  forgive  me.  Gro  starve 
and  be  forgotten.     Would  not  4ku  denounce  such 
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a  father  as  a  monster? 


Ich  a  father  this 


bill  makes  you. 

But  this  is  not  the  least  oMbs  feature  in  the 
bill.  .  Its  effects  upon  an  honest  and  fair  debtor 
will  be  cruel  and  oppressive,  and,  in  most  citses, 
the  expense  of  the  process  will  exhaust  the  whole 
estate.  The  commissioners  are  designated — they 
appoint  their  clerk,  organize  their  court,  and  take 
care  to  take  bond  for  their  own  compensation,  and 
then  proceed  with  all  the  prudence,  economy,  and 
deliberation,  of  the  commissioners  under  the  Treaty 
of  Ghent,  whose  very  modest  bill  of  $194,000  has 
been  presented  to  you  this  session,  and  who  intend 
probably  to  get  another  $1 94,000  before  they  let 
you  go.  It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  your  com- 
missioners will  very  much  exceed  these  in  in- 
tegrity, ability,  or  character.  The  danger  of  delay 
is,  then,  by  no  means  visionary.  Within  thr<«  or 
four  years  an  act  has  passed  to  revive  a  commis- 
sion under  the  old  bankrupt  act,  some  of  the  com- 
missioners having  died,  and  the  business  being 
unfinished  after  a  continuance  of  fifteen  years. 
And,  although  I  do  not  expect  that  one  board  of 
these  Ghent  Treaty  commissioners  will  finish 
within  fifteen  years,  yet  this  case  shows  that  those 
under  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  are  not  the  only  ones 
who  understand  the  art  of  procrastination.  The 
outstanding  debts  placed  for  collection  often  in 
unfaithful  or  dilatory  hands,  the  right  of  the  as- 
signee to  retain  to  satisfy  contingent  demands,  the 
power  of  making  demands  appear  contingent  for 
the  sake  of  retaining  the  money,  the  fees  of  law- 
yers, judges,  clerks,  commissioners,  assignees,  and 
other  expenses,  will  be  enough  to  absorb  a  very 
good  estate.  You  give,  moreover,  to  the  commis- 
sioners a  dangerous,  unusual,  and  unconstitutional 
power  over  the  .secret  transactions  and  personal 
rights  of  the  debtor.  If  there  is  any  one  personal 
right  that  we  value  more  than  another,  it  is  that 
"  a  man's  house  is  his  castle."  This  invaluable 
inheritance  secures  us  from  violence  under  color 
of  law,  and  preserves  our  own  secret  concerns 
from  the  scrutiny  and  inspection  of  imhallowed 
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eyes.    Nothing  but  a  crime  should  authorize  an 
yUTasion  of  a  private  dwelling.     The  fourth  art- 
icle of  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution  has 
.yaecured  to  the  people  this  right  to  be  exempt  from 
u.all  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures,  not  only 
.;in  their  "persons,"  but  in  their  "huroes,  papers, 
and  effects."    What  are  unreasonable  searches  and 
seizures  ?    Those  which  are  unusual  and  contrary 
4 to  precedent.     But  you,  in  the  face  of  this  pro- 
vision, would  subject  a  man's  person  to  be  seized, 
his  house  broken  open,  and  his  trunks  and  papers 
;'  ransacked  and  inspected,  for  the  crime  of  being  in 
•Jail  for  debt,  or  unable  to  discharge  an  attach- 
fment.     And  his  remedy  is  a  jury  at  the  discretion 
.'of  the  court ! 
*'     How  is  it  with  the  dishonest  debtor  ?    Not  one 
additional  impediment  to  fraud.     If  there  be  any 
^difference,  the  restraints  are  less  and  the  induce- 
'.  ments  stronger  than  in  the  act  of  1800.     And  the 
^ultimate  tribunal  i&  an  assemblage  of  creditors — a 
mixture  of  parents,  brothers,  children,  friends,  ene- 
.mies,  competitors,  and  rivals.     This  fair,  impar- 
iitial  tribunal,  possessing  coincident  feelings  and 
*-co-ordinate  virtue,  are,  by  a  complicated  majority 
iof  number  and  interest,  to  give  or  refuse  the  last 
•  sanction.     The  doctrine  of  impartial  justice,  it 
-•seems,  has  become  too  common  and  insipid  for 
;.  modern  refinement,  and  the  best  tribunal  is  one 
■•  the  most  partial. 

I  think  I  perceive  in  the  countenance  of  the 
.honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
^Oti8,)  an  intimation  that  my  argument  in  this 
'  particular  is  a  little  inconsistent.     I  complain,  at 
'  the  same  time,  that  the  act  has  too  much  severity 
\and  not  enough.     Sir,  there  is  an  inconsistency, 
"but  it  is  not  mine;  it  is  in  your  system  itself     It  is 
j  a  perfect  chapter  of  contradictions.     It  does  give 
f.  too  much  power  to  the  creditor,  and  it  does  not 
•.  give  enough ;  it  is  too  severe  upon  the  debtor,  and 
It  is  not  severe  enough.     To  the  crafty,  evasive, 
or  vindictive  creditor,  it  gives  too  much  power;  to 
the  liberal  and  just,  not  enough.     Upon  the  hon- 
est and  fair,   but  unfortunate   debtor,   it  is   too 
severe;  upon  the  fraudulent,  not  enough:  and  the 
mischief  is  here — that  you  have  no  means,  nor  is 
I  there  any  power,  short  of  omniscience,  that  can 
'^.nuke  the  discrimination. 

I  shall  vote  against  the  indefinite  postponement, 
not  that  I  have  any  hope  that  any  system  can  be 
matured  so  as  to  obviate  my  objections,  but  be- 
cause the  petitioners  are  entitled  to  a  decision.  It 
is  with  the  utmost  regret  that  1  have  been  oWiged 
to  take  this  stand  agamst  the  wishes  of  many  good 
friends  whom  I  desire  to  relieve;  and,  when 
humanity  seems  to  urge,  and  justice  and  policy 
forbid,  we  oppose  with  reluctance.  But,  describe 
the  distresses  as  you  will,  magnify  and  color  them 
with  all  the  power  and  embellishments  of  elo- 
quence, and  they  fall  short  of  the  reality,  and  still 
I  maintain  that  this  remedy  is  worse  than  the  dis- 
ease. Nay,  more;  the  remedy  itself  will  produce 
...»  relapse  which  will  rage  like  a  pestilence,  and 
sweep  like  a  whirlwind.  But  I  have  done.  Pass 
,, this  Dill,  and  I  conjure  you  to  alter  its  title  by 
striking  out  "uniform  system  of,"  and  inserting 
"  universal."    It  will  then  be,  "An  act  to  establish 


an  imiversal  bankruptcy  throughout  the  Uiuted 
States,"  and  the  tendency  and  effect  will  be  ap- 
psirent  m  the  title.  Pass  this  bill,  and  it  wul 
oligbt  like  a  mildew ;  it  will  corrode  like  a  canker : 
it  will  pollute  like  a  leprosy.  Pass  this  bill,  and 
you  "smite  the  land  with  a  curse." 

Friuay,  February  9. 

The  credentiab  of  the  honorable  Jijies  Bah- 
BocR,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Virginia,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  to 
commence  on  the  fourth  day  of  March  next,  were 
read,  and  laid  on  the  file. 

Mr.  Dana  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Plumbe,  of  Connecticut,  praying  to  be  allowed  a 
pension  of  twenty-five  dollars  per  month  durinff 
Ufe,  in  consideration  of  Revolutionary  services  and 
sacrifices ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Josiah 
Hook,  Jr..  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Josian  Hook^  Jr.,  and  the  report 
and  bill  were  read ;  and  the  bill  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  RuGGLES  presented  the  petition  of  Leti 
Chadwick,  praying  the  renewal  of  a  land  warrtnt 
issued  to  him  for  Revolutionary  services,and  which 
is  now  lost ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Tho- 
mas Oxley,  reported  that  "  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioner ought  not  to  be  granted ;"  and  the  report 
was  read. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 

Lands,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  for  the 

relief  of  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  prior  to  the 

i  first  day  of  July,  1820,  reported   the  same  with 

I  amendments ;  which  were  read. 

i      Mr.  SANPoen,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 

to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 

further  to  regulate  the  entry  of  merchandise  im- 

I  ported  into  the  United  States  from  any  adjacent 

territory,"  reported  the  same  with  amendments ; 

which  were  read. 

I  PUNISHMENT  OF  PIRACY. 

i  Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
'  ciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
I  4th  of  December,  "  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
I  so  modifying  the  law  punishing  piracy  as  to  au- 
I  thorize  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  such 
cases  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  to  commute  cap- 
I  ital  punishments  for  confinement  in  penitentiary 
I  houses,"  reported  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  mtike 
the  modification  suggested;  and  the  report  was 
I  read.    It  is  as  follows : 

.  The  object  of  the  resolation  is  to  alter  the  criminal 
I  code  of  the  United  States  so  far  as  to  place  within  Jhe 
power  of  the  PresUent  of  the  United  Slates  the  com- 
plete control  over  the  punishment  now  affixed  by  Uw 
10  the  crime  of  piracy,  aid  to  soften  it  down  from 
death  to  the  less  rigorous  paniahmant  of  confinement 
in  penitentiary  houses. 

As  we  have  drawn  most  of  out  imfMresstons  of  the 
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utility  and  efficacy  of  penitentiaries  from  the  practical 
•permtiona  of  this  system  in  the  several  States  where 
it  has  been  adopted,  it  may  not  be  thought  improper 
to  give  the  resolt  of  certain  official  inquiries  into  the 
condition,  usefulness,  and  advsntages  of  some  of  these 
inatitntions  in  States  where  much  zeal  and  diligence 
had  been  displayed  to  cherish  them. 

Some  time  in  the  year  1817  the  grand  jury  of  Phil* 
■delphia  visited  the  penitentiary  in  that  city,  upon 
which  they  made  the  following  presentment : 

"  That,  while  they  notice  with  pleasure  the  high 
degree  of  order  and  cleanliness,  they  are  compelled  by 
•  sense  of  duty  to  present,  as  an  evil  of  considerable 
■agnitude,  the  present  very  crowded  state  of  the  pen- 
itentiary ;  the  number  of  prisoners  of  all  classes  con- 
tinue* to  increase,  so  that  from  twenty  to  forty  are 
lodged  in  rooma  eighteen  feet  square.  So  many  are 
thos  crowded  together,  that  the  institution  already 
begins  to  assume  the  character  of  a  European  prison 
and  seminary  for  every  vice,  in  which  the  unfortunate 
being  who  commits  the  first  offence,  and  knows  none 
of  the  arts  of  methodised  villany,  can  scarcely  avoid 
the  contamination  which  leads  to  extreme  depravity." 
The  same  grand  jury  further  stated  "that,  of  four 
hundred  and  fifty-one  convicts  now  in  the  penitentiary 
of  Pennsylvania,  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  have  been 
confined  there  before."  It  is  believed  that  no  institu- 
tion of  this  character  ever  received  more  attention  as 
respecta  ita  comforts  and  means  of  promoting  the  re- 
formation of  offenders. 

The  commiasioners  appointed  to  examine  into  the 
state  of  the  New  York  prison,  not  long  since,  in  their 
report  say  :  "  It  hss  for  some  time  paat  not  only  failed 
of  effecting  the  object  chiefly  in  view,  but  has  subjected 
the  treasury  to  a  aeries  of  disbursements  too  oppressive 
to  be  continued  if  they  can  in  any  way  be  prevented." 

The  commissioners  of  the  prison  of  Massachusetts, 
in  a  report,  complain  "  that  the  prison  is  so  crowded 
M  to  defeat  the  object  for  which  the  institution  was 
created."  These  commissioners,  after  enumerating 
what  they  consider  to  be  the  advantages  ariaing  to  the 
Commonwealth,  say  :  ^  But  there  appears  great  rea- 
son to  suppose  that  the  advantage  first  mentioned  is 
more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  greater  hardihood 
mnd  more  settled  corruption  which  a  promiscuous  as- 
sociation among  the  convicts  must  produce,  particu- 
larly the  young." 

ihese  appear  to  be  fair  and  impartial  representations 
made  by  men  whose  duty  it  wss  to  represent  things  as 
they  were,  in  order  to  bring  to  the  public  view  their 
true  character ;  and  if  tbu  is  the  sute  and  effect  of 
those  prisons,  after  twenty  years  of  experience  and 
prudent  management,  upon  convicts  whose  offences 
are  not  of  the  most  atrocious  daas,  but  little  hope  can 
be  entertained  that  pirates  can  be  reformed  by  such 
Means. 

In  the  catalogue  of  human  offencea,  if  there  is  any 
one  supremely  distinguished  for  iu  enormity  over 
others,  it  is  piracy.  It  can  only  be  committed  by  those 
whose  hearU  have  become  baae  by  habitual  depravity. 
It  is  called  by  jurists  an  offence  against  the  universal 
lawa  of  aociety.  A  pirate  is  kottiM  humani  generis. 
He  is  at  war  with  hia  apeciea,  and  haa  renounced  the 

Etection  of  all  civilized  Govern menta,  and  abandoned 
laelf  again  to  the  savage  state  of  nature.  His  flag 
conaists  of  a  "  black  field,  with  a  death's  head,  a  bat- 
tle axe,  and  an  hour-glass."  These  are  the  ensigns  of 
hia  profession.  He  does  not  select  the  enemies  of  his 
Bative  country  as  the  only  objects  of  his  conquest,  but 


attacks  indiscriminately  the  defenceless  of  every  na- 
tion ;  prowls  every  ocean  in  quest  of  plunder;  and 
murders  or  jeopardizes  the  lives  of  all  who  fall  within 
his  power,  without  regard  to  nation,  to  age,  or  to  sex. 
With  such  a  blood-stained  front,  a  pirate  can  have  no 
daim  to  the  clemency  of  a  Government,  the  protection 
of  which  he  has  voluntarily  renounced,  and  against 
which  he  has  so  highly  offended. 

Our  general  policy  and  politcal  institutions  are  sd* 
ministered  so  mildly,  that  we  seem  to  have  forgotten 
the  protection  due  to  the  public  ;  and  call  that  pun- 
ishment which  the  law  prescribes  for  offences,  however 
enormous  they  may  be  against  the  public  aafety  and 
public  morals,  cruel  and  degrading  to  our  national 
character.  The  lawa  puniahing  piracy  with  death 
have  bad  from  the  legislative  department  all  the  con- 
sideration due  to  so  important  a  subject  at  a  time  when 
no  undue  influence  could  interpoae. 

The  Executive  clemency  has  more  than  sufficient 
range  fur  its  exercise,  without  the  aid  sought  for  by 
this  resolution.  Whatever  may  be  the  public  feeling 
against  a  pirate  previous  to  his  trial  and  conviction,  as 
soon  as  that  takes  place  that  feeling  subsides  and  be- 
comea  enlisted  on  the  part  of  the  criminal.  There  is 
not  a  favorable  trait  in  hia  caae  but  what  is  brought 
up  and  mingled  with  aa  many  circumstancea  of  pity 
and  compassion  as  his  counsel  can  condenae  in  a  pe* 
tition,  which  everybody  subscribes  without  any  knowl- 
edge of  the  facte  ;  and  this  is  presented  to  the  Execu- 
tive, upon  which  alone  he  is  to  judge  the  case.  All 
the  atrocioua  circumsUnces  are  kept  out  of  view.  There 
is  no  one  hardy  enough  to  tell  that  this  criminal  and 
his  associates  had  boarded  a  defenceless  ship,  and, 
after  plundering  all  that  was  valuable,  had,  with  the 
most  unrelenting  cruelty,  butehered  the  whole  crew 
and  passengers  ;  or  crowded  them  into  a  smsll  boat, 
in  the  midst  of  the  sea,  without  provisions  or  clothing, 
and  set  them  adrift,  where  their  destruction  wss  inev- 
itable;  or,  the  better  to  secure  their  purpose,  hsd  shut 
all,  both  male  and  female,  under  deck,  and  aunk  the 
ahip,  to  elude  detection,  or  to  indulge  an  inaatiable 
thirst  for  cruelty. 

The  object  of  capiul  punishment  is  to  prevent  the 
offender  from  committing  further  offences,  or  to  deter 
others  trom  doing  so  by  the  example.  If  it  be  com- 
muted for  temporary  confinement,  it  can  effect  neither 
to  any  valuable  purpose.  The  temptation  is  so  strong, 
and  detection  so  difficult  and  so  rare,  that  but  few,  it 
is  feared,  can  be  deterred.  The  punishment  of  death 
is  inflicted  upon  piratea  by  all  civilized  nations,  noU 
withstanding  which  it  is  a  growing  evil ;  every  sea  is 
now  crowded  with  them,  which,  instead  of  diminishing, 
ought  to  increase  the  reasons  for  inflicting  capital 
punishment. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  capital  punish- 
ment is  the  appropriate  punishment  for  piracy,  and 
that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  commute  it  for  con- 
finement in  penitentiary   houses. 

PROMOTION  OF  EDUCATION. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
lllh  of  January,  "  to  inquire  into  the  justice  and 
expediency  of  granting  land  for  the  purposes  of 
education  within  the  limits  of  the  old  Stales,"  re- 
ported that  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  lands  to  the 
extent  contemplated  in  the  resolution,  but  that  it 
is  just  and  expedient  to  grant  a  per  centum  on  the 
sales  of  public  lands. to  a  reasonable  extent,  for 
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promoting  education  in  the  old  States,  and   to  |  uting  the  amount  among  the  several  Sutes,  accordiof 
irrant  an   equivalent  to  the  new  States  ;  and  the  i  to  the  population  of  each;  and  that  justice  would  re- 


report  was  read.     It  is  as  follows 

That,  under  the  laws  of  the  United  8totes,  lands 
have  been  granted  for  the   purposes  of  education  in 
the   States  of  Ohio,   Louisiana,   Indiana,   Mississippi, 
Illinois,  and  Alabama,  in  the  proportion  of  one  thirty- 
aixth  part  of  all  the  public  lands  within  the  Stete, 
with  the  addition  of  two  townships,  or  forty-six  thou- 
sand and  eighty  acres  in  each  State,  and  to  Louisiana 
an  additional  township,  or  twenty-three  thousand  and 
forty  acres.    The  quantity  which  is  already  vested  in 
each  of  the  above  States  by  the  operation  of  this  sys- 
tem, and  which  will  vest  in   them  when  the  Indian 
title  shall  have   been  extinguished,  and  the  whole  of 
the  lands  are  surveyed,  will  be  exhibited  with  suffi- 
cient accuracy  for  all  practical  purposes  by  the  an- 
nexed estimate  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  and  is  a  part  of  this  report.     The  com- 
mittee also  remark  that,  by  an  act  of  the  eighteenth 
of  April,  1806,  a  donation  of  two  hundred  thousand 
acres  of  land  was  made  to  the   Suto  of  Tennessee, 
for  the  use  of  two  colleges  and   academiea  in  each 
county  in  the  Stete,  to  be  esUblished  by  the  Legisla- 
ture thereof,  and  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  each 
aix  miles  squsre,  where  it  was  practicable,  for  the  use 
of  schools;  and  that  a  township,  or  twenty-three  thou- 
sand and  forty  acres,  wss,  on  the  3d  of  March,  1819, 
granted  by  the  United  States  to  the  Connecticut  Asy- 
lum for  the  education  of  deaf  and  dumb  persons. 

The  lands  thus  granted  to  the  States  for  the  above 
purposes  are  not  subject  to  taxation  by  the  SUte  gov- 
ernment, and  can  only  be  settled  in  the  manner 
pointed  out  by  the  Sutes  in  which  they  lie.  If,  there- 
fore, correspondent  quantities  for  the  purposes  of  edu- 
cation are  to  be  granted  to  all  the  old  States,  (under 
which  term  the  committee  believe  all  Stetes  will  be 
included  which  have  not  received  donations  of  land 
for  that  purpose,)  it  would  seem  that  the  States  and 
Territories  which  now  conUin  public  land  would  have 
an  exceasive  proportion  of  their  superfices  taken  up 
with  such  donations,  leaving  but  a  small  part  of  the 
land  in  each  subject  to  taxation,  or  to  settlement,  ex- 
cept at  the  will  of  other  sovereign  Sutes.  In  receiv- 
ing donations  of  land  for  the  purposes  of  promoting 
education  in  the  Sutes  in  which  they  have  been 
granted,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  a  considera- 
tion has  been  rendered  therefor,  on  the  part  of  those 
Stetes,  by  the  increaaed  value  which  the  population 
and  improvement  of  the  Stete  gave  to  the  unsold  pub- 
lic lands,  and  by  the  compact  not  to  tax  the  lands  of 
the  United  States  at  any  time  before  they  were  sold, 
nor  until  the  lapse  of  five  years  thereafter. 

The  lands,  therefore,  granted  to  some  of  the  new 
Stetes,  for  the  purposes  of  education,  though  distin- 
guished in  common  parlance  by  the  name  of  dono' 
tions,  were  in  fact  sales  bottomed  upon  valuable  con- 
aiderations,  in  which  the  new  States  surrendered  their 
right  of  sovereignty  over  the  remaining  public  lands, 
•nd  gave  up  the  whole  amount  which  might  have 
been  received  in  taxes  before  such  lands  were  sold, 
and  for  five  years  thereafter. 

The  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  it  is 
inexpedient  to  grant  lands  to  the  extent  contemplated 
in  the  resolution ;  but  that  it  is  just  and  expedient  to 
grant  a  per  centum,  to  a  reasonable  extent,  on  the 
amount  of  sales  of  public  lands,  for  the  purpose  of 
promoting  education  in  anch  of  the  Sutea  aa  have  not 
received  the  aid  of  the  General  Government,  distrib- 


quire  an  equivalent  from  the  United  Stetea  to  the 
Statea  and  Territoriea  which  contain  pablic  lands,  if 
i{  should  be  deemed  advisable  to  make  the  donatioa 
to  the  old  Stetes  recommended  in  this  report ;  and 
they  are  of  opinion  that,  in  that  event,  it  will  fa«  en- 
tirely just  to  subject  to  texation,  by  such  Stete  or  Ter- 
ritory, all  lands  sold  by  the  United  Stetes  therein, 
from  and  after  the  day  on  which  they  may  be  sold. 


Gbsibal  Labd  Orrics,  Feb.  2,  1821. 

Sia :  Agreeably  to  your  letter  of  30th  ultimo,  I 
transmit  herewith  an  estimate  of  the  quantity  of  lands 
in  Ohio,  Indiana,  Louisiana,  Miasisaippi,  Illinois,  aod 
Alabama,  showing  the  quantity  surveyed  in  each,  the 
quantity  unsurveyed,  and  the  amount  of  one  thirtj- 
aixth  part  of  the  aurveyed  and  unsurveyed  lands. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  dec. 

J08IAH  MEIGS. 

Hon.  J.  B.  Taoif  AS, 

Chairman  Com.  Public  Lands. 
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On  motion,  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  that 
the  message  of  the  President  ot  the  United  Sutes 
of  the  12th  of  May  last,  transmitting  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  subject  of  claims  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States  for  Spanish  spolia- 
tions, be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate ;  oa 
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motion,  by  Mr.  Lowrie,  it  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

The  bill  to  reward  LieoteDant  Gregory,  his  offi- 
cers and  companions ;  and  the  bill  to  establish  a, 
new  land  office  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and 
for  the  better  regulation  of  certain  land  districts 
in  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  were 
sereraUy  read  the  second  time. 

The  last  mentioned  bill  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  on  the  petition  of 
James  Graham  ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Sanpord, 
it,  together  with  the  reports  of  the  same  commit- 
tee on  the  petitions  of  Joshua  Aubin  and  William 
Whitehead  were  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Buntin  ;" 
and  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  col- 
lectors of  the  customs  to  pay  debentures  issued  on 
the  exportation  of  loaf  sugar  and  spirits  distilled 
from  molasses ;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

THE  BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy. ^ 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  concluded  his  speech 
against  the  bill ;  Mr.  Hunter  spoke  in  favor  of 
it;  Mr.  Macon  against  it;  and  Mr.  Van  Dyke 
concluded  the  debate  by  some  remarks  in  favor 
of  the  bill. 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  bill 
indefinitely  was  then  dcided  as  follows : 

YiA» — Messrs.  BarbouT,  Eaton,  King  of  Alabama, 
MacoD,  Morril,  Pleasants,  Rob«rts,  Smith,  Walker  of 
Alabama,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee — 10. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Chandler,  Dana,  Dickerson, 
Edwards,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes 
of  Mississippi,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  New  York,  Knight, 
Lanman,  Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Mills,  Otis,  Palmer,  Parrott, 
Pinkney,  Sanford,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomaa, 
Tichenor,  Trimble,  Van  Dyke,  and  Williams  of  Mis- 
■ssippi — 32. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  postpone  the  bill  indef- 
initely ;  in  other  words,  to  reject  it. 


Satcroay,  February  10. 

Mr.  Chandler  presented  the  petition  of  Job 
Shurborn,  of  Maine,  praying  to  be  reimbursed  in 
certain  expenses  incurred,  and  compensated  for 
services  rendered,  in  the  army,  during  the  late  war; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  submitted  the  following 
motion  for  consideration : 

Resohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  instruct- 
ed to  ioqaire  into  the  expediency  of  altering  the  act, 
"■titled  ''An  act  for  enrolling  and  licensmf  ships  or 
vcesels  to  be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  and  fish- 
•riea,  and  for  regulating  the  same." 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Bantin,'* 


and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  col' 
lectors  of  customs  to  pay 'debentures  issued  on  th* 
exportation  of  loaf  sugar,  and  spirits  distilled  from 
molasses,"  were  severally  read,  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Josiah  Hook,  Jr.  was 
read  the  secood  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the  resolution  ' 
of  the  4th  December  last,  to  commute  the  punish- 
ment of  the  crime  of  piracy  ;  and,  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Barbour,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  the  resolution 
of  the  11th  January  last,  to  erant  lands  for  the 
purposes  of  education  within  the  limits  of  the  old 
States  ;  and  it  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  establish  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy 
throughout  the  United  States,  as  amended ;  and  it 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Grovernment  for  the  year  1821 ;" 
and  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and  establish 
certain  post  roads;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  severally  read  twice,  by  unanimous  consent; 
and  the  first  mentioned  bill  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance ;  and  the  last  mentioned 
bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  RuGGLEs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  oi 
Thomas  W.  Todd  ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Alexander  Montgomery;  and 
the  bill  was  read. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of 
Dean  Weymouth ;  which  was  read. 

The  motion  made  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisi- 
ana, on  yesterday,  to  reprint  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  of  the  last  session, 
respecting  claims  for  Spanish  spoliations,  was 
taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  Thomas  Oxley,  was 
considered,  and  concurred  in. 

RELIEF  TO  LAND  PURCHASERS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  puWic 
lands. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  to  which  tne  bill  was  recom- 
mitted on  Wednesday  last,  including  the  amend- 
ment ofiered  by  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  were 
considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and,  hav- 
ing been  severally  agreed  to,  were  reported  to  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Lowrie  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  new  3d 
section  (as  proposed  by  Mr.  Kino)  the  words,  "at 
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a  price  less  than  three  dollars,"  and  also,  out  of 
the  name  section,  the  words  "  and  that,  on  all  such 
debts  which  may  have  arisen  from  the  purchase  of 
public  land,  at  or  above  three  dollars  the  acre,  at 
the  rate  of  33^  per  cent,  shall  be  allowed." 

This  proposition  was  negatived  by  yeas  and 
nays— 28  votes  to  12,  as  follows : 

YiAS—Messrs.  Chandler,  Dana,  Dickerson,  Knight, 
Lanmao,  Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Macon,  RobcrU,  Sanford, 
Talbot,  and  Trimble. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barboar,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Hun- 
ter, Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King 
of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Mills,  Morril,  Noble, 
Otis,  Parrott,  PieasanU,  Ruggles,  Smith,  Stokes,  Tho- 
mas, Tichenor,  Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Wal- 
ker of  Georgia,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Williams 
of  Tenn 


The  several  amendments  were  then  concurred 
in  by  the  Senate,  with  some  additional  nrovisions, 
amongst  them  one  offered  by  Mr.  Walker,  of 
Alabama,  to  extend  the  relief  to  purchasers  who 
have  laid  off  towns  on  their  land,  and  those  who 
hold  lots  or  contiguous  land  under  them. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading — 36  to  5,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs. Barbour, Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards, 
Elliott,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mis- 
sissippi, Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  John- 
son of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New 
York,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  Mills,  MornI,  Noble,  Otis, 
ParruU,  Pleasants,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Smith,  Stokes, 
Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Tichenor,  Trimble,  Van 
Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia,  Wil- 
liams of  Mississippi,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee. 

Nats— Messrs.  Chandler,  Dana,  Lowrie,  Macon, 
and  Roberts. 

The  Senate  took  up  and  considered  the  bill  to 
establish  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  through- 
out the  United  States,  as  amended ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, the  Senate  adjourned. 


mas  W.  Todd ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Pleasamts^v 

it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lowrie  communicated  the  following  reso- 
lutions of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania ;  which  were  read. 

"  In  the  General  Auenibly  of  the  Commonwetilth  nf 
Pennsj/ivania  : 

"  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, That  our  Senators  and  RepresenUtives  in  Con- 
gress be  requested  to  use  their  exertions  in  procuring 
the  passage  of  a  law,  providing  for  the  removal  of  the 
obstructions  in  the  entrance  of  Erie  harbor ;  and  that 
this  Commonwealth  will  coH>perate  with  the  United 
States  in  the  accomplishment  of  that  object. 

*' Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  trans- 
mit a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  to  each  of  oor 
Senators  and  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States. 

"JOHN  GILMORE, 
"  Speaker  of  ike  Huuse  of  Represeniativu. 
"  WM.  MARKS,  Jb, 
"  Speaker  of  the  Senatu 
"Approved  February  1,  1821. 

"JOSEPH  HIESTER." 


Monday,  February  12. 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  memorial  of  the  mer- 
chants and  underwriters  of  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
suggesting  to  Congress  the  expediency  of  augment- 
ing the  naval  force  of  the  United  States  in  the  Pa- 
cific ocean,  to  an  extent  equal  to  the  protection  of 
our  commerce  there ;  and  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ro- 
bert Buntin"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  col- 
lectors of  customs  to  pay  debentures  issued  on  the 
exportation  of  loaf  suffar,  and  spirits  distilled  from 
molasses,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Alexander  Montgomery,  deceased,  was  read  the 

second  time.  . ,      .  r 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  ol 

the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition  oi  Tho- 


The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Pensions,  on  the  petition  of 
Dean  Weymouth ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Holmes, 
of  Maine,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition 
of  George  Jackson;  and  it  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  the 
resolution  of  the  11th  January  last,  to  grant  landa 
for  the  purposes  of  education  within  the  limits  of 
the  old  States ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Thomas, 
it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Holmes,  of 
Maine,  on  Saturday,  to  instruct  the  Committee  on 
Finance  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering 
the  act  for  enrolling  and  licensing  ships  or  vessels 
to  be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries, 
dtc,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

REMISSION  OF  DUTIES. 

The  Senate  took  up  successively  the  report*  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  unfavorable  to  the 
petitions  of  James  Graham,  William  Whitehead, 
and  Joshua  Aubin. 

[The  petitioners  state  that,  in  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober, 1814,  they,  being  subjects  of  Great  Britain, 
imported  certain  Britisn  goods  into  Casline,  a  port 
of  the  United  States,  then  in  the  possession  of  the 
British,  with  whom  the  United  States  were  at 
war ;  that  they  entered  the  goods  at  the  British 
custom-house,  and  paid  the  duties;  that  at  the 
time  the  United  States  regained  the  possession,  the 
collector  demanded  the  duties  and  that  thev  paid 
them ;  and  they  pray  that  the  duties  so  paid  may 
be  refunded.] 

Mr.  Oti  8  moved  to  reverse  the  reports  of  the  cona- 
mittee  and  instruct  it  to  bring  in  bUls  for  the  relirf 
of  the  petitioners ;  and  after  a  long  debate  in  which 
the  reports  were  defended  by  Messrs.  Holmes,  of 
Maine,  Eaton,  an^  Macon,  and  were  opposed  by 
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Messrs.  Otis,  Mills,  Dana,  Sanford,  King,  of 
New  York,  and  Lanman, 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  committee 
were  directed  to  report  bills  accordingly. 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  establish  a  system  of  bankruptcy.  A  num- 
ber of  amendments  were  made  to  its  details,  and 
others  were  offered,  on  which,  as  well  as  on  the 
merits  of  the  bill,  a  good  deal  of  debate  took  place, 
in  which  Messrs.  Van  Dyke,  Talbot,  Otis, 
Mills,  and  Holmes,  of  Maine,  chiefly  paitici- 
pated. 

Mr.  Talbot  closed  his  remarks  against  the  bill 
by  offering  the  following  motion : 

Ruolvtd,  That  the  bill  to  eatablish  an  uniform  ajs- 
tem  of  bankraptcy  throughout  the  United  States  be 
committed  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with 
instructions  to  report  amendments  thereto  which  shall 
secure  to  all  classes  of  the  community,  other  than  the 
descriptions  of  persons  contained  in  the  first  section  of 
the  bill,  the  privilege,  at  their  election,  of  becoming 
voluntary  bankrupts,  with  the  consent  and  approbation 
of  a  major  part  in  value  ot°  all  the  creditors  of  such 
voluntary  bankrupt,  previously  obtained  and  duly  cer- 
tified ;  and  farther  providing  that  such  bankrupt  shall 
be  subjected  to  the  same  proceedings,  and  liable  to  the 
same  penalties,  fines,  and  forfeitures,  and  be  entitled 
to  all  the  privileges,  benefits,  and  advantages,  as  are 
provided  iot,  and  made  applicable  to,  all  other  bank- 
rupts by  the  regulations  of  the  said  bill. 

To  allow  this  motion^  and  an  amendment  offered 
by  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  (not  affecting  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill,)  to  be  printed,  the  bill  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

RELIEF  TO  LAND  PURCHASERS. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  purchas- 
ers of  public  lands,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  LowRiE  observed,  that,  from  the  course  this 
bill  had  taken,  he  found  himself  placed  in  a  situa- 
tion in  which  his  views  without  some  explanation 
might  be  misunderstood.  He  asked  the  attention 
of  the  Senate,  while  he  compared  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  just  read,  with  the  one  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Thb  subject  was  brought  before  Congress  by 
the  President's  Message — by  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  ana  by  a  large  number  of 
petitions,  as  well  as  by  resolutions  offered  by  gen- 
tlemen in  both  Houses.  All  these  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Being  a  mem- 
ber of  that  committee,  I  know  something  of  the 
difficulty  and  embarrassment  they  experienced  in 
coming  to  a  conclusion,  and  in  digesting  a  system, 
that,  without  going  too  far,  would  give  such  equi- 
table relief  as  the  situation  of  the  country  required. 
At  that  time,  sir,  I  was  among  the  warmest  friends 
of  this  measure;  and  few  gentlemen,  except  those 
whose  constituents  were  immediately  interested, 
were  willing  to  give  relief  to  the  same  extent  that 
appeared  to  me  equitable ;  I  am  still  willing  to  go 
as  far  as  was  at  first  proposed. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  committee  has  been 
▼ery  ably  elucidated  by  the  observations  of  the 
two  members  from  Illinois,  and   by  the  gentle- 


roan  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Johnson.)  I  had  also 
gleaned  some  arguments  which  escaped  those  gen- 
tlemen, and  which  were  intended  to  have  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Senate  m  favor  of  that  bill  if  it  had 
been  necessary.  It  would  have  given  me  great 
pleasure  to  have  done  so,  because  the  provisions  of 
that  bill  had  the  sanction  of  my  judgment,  and 
was  in  accordance  with  the  feelings  of  my  heart. 
That  bill  contained  three  principles,  which,  in  my 
view,  covered  the  whole  justice  and  equity  of  the 
case.  The  first  was  the  permission  to  surrender 
any  portion  of  the  land,  and  apply  the  payments 
to  the  part  retained.  The  second  offered  an  in- 
ducement for  prompt  payment  by  giving  a  dis- 
count, which  was  afterwards  fixed  by  the  Senate 
at  37^  per  cent.  The  third  authorized  the  pay- 
ment by  eight  annual  instalments,  without  inter- 
est, and  without  limitation  as  to  quantity.  This 
provision  was  afterwards  so  limited  by  the  Senate 
as  to  apply  to  320  acres  only,  and  an  oath  was  re- 
quired from  each  person  emoracing  this  provision, 
stating  that  he  held  no  more  land  unpaid  for  than 
320  acres.  A  section  was  also  added  releasing  all 
interest  now  due.  Now,  I  beg  leave  to  remind  the 
Senate  that  it  was  in  support  of  this  bill,  with 
these  provisions,  that  the  able  speeches  of  the  gen- 
tlemen, to  whom  I  have  alluded,  were  made. 
With  them  I  acted  in  concert  until  they  abandoned 
the  bill  they  had  so  ably  supported. 

But,  sir,  that  bill  has  been  postponed.  We  have 
now  to  pass  upon  another  and  a  very  different  one, 
to  which  I  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  while 
I  examine  its  provisions. 

The  first  section  contains  the  principle  of  the 
first  bill  word  for  word.  Connected  as  it  is,  how- 
ever, with  the  subsequent  provisions,  it  promises 
no  practical  effects.  Before  I  resume  my  seat,  I 
will  show  that  this  principle,  great  and  valuable 
as  it  was  in  the  former  bill,  will,  in  this  one,  be 
almost  entirely  inoperative.  The  second  section 
releases  the  interest  due ;  in  this  it  coincides  with 
the  first  bill.  The  third  section  contains  the  fol- 
lowing provisions  : 

To  purchasers  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and 
upwards  per  acre,  a  discount  of  33J  per  cent,  is 
given,  and  to  those  who  purchased  at  a  rate  less 
than  three  dollars,  a  discount  of  25  per  cent. 

The  residue  of  the  debt  thus  reduced,  is  divided 
into  three  classes.  Those  purchasers  who  have 
made  one  payment  form  the  first  class;  the  second 
comprises  those  who  have  made  two  payments; 
and  those  who  have  made  three  payments,  form 
the  third. 

The  debt  of  the  first  class  is  made  payable  in 
eight,  the  second  class  in  six,  and  the  third  class 
in  four  annual  instalments  respectively.  The 
debt  on  each  instalment  bears  interest,  but  it  is  pro- 
vided that  this  interest  shall  be  remitted,  on  the 
instalments  being  punctually  paid. 

Now,  sir,  it  is  to  me  matter  of  astonishment  that, 
with  these  provision.s,  the  Senate  are  about  to  pass 
this  bill. 

The  principle  of  discrimination  between  the  pur- 
chasers above  and  those  below  three  dollars  is  to 
me  peculiarly  objectionable.  I  cannot  reconcile 
it  with  any  sound  principle  of  legislation.     If  any 
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discrimination  be  made,  it  should  be  the  reverse 
of  this — the  preference  should  be  given  to  the  man 
who  cultivates  the  land.  It  cannot  be  denied  that 
the  great  majority  of  the  poorer  class  purchased 
their  land  at  the  minimum  price— while  your  land 
merchant  (I  do  not  use  the  word  speculator)  at- 
tended your  sales  and  bought  the  choice  land,  with 
a  view  to  his  own  profit.  I  know,  by  our  regula- 
tions for  the  sale  of  public  lands,  no  distinction 
has  been  made  heretofore,  and,  therefore,  none  is 
now  expedient;  but  my  feelings  towards  these 
two  classes  are  very  different,  and,  if  an  extra  favor 
is  now  to  be  given,  I  would  bestow  it  on  the  man 
who  earns  his  bread  by  the  sweat  of  his  face. 

Sir,  this  point  was  discussed  last  Saturday,  and 
it  is  not  necesisary  to  repeat  the  arguments  then 
used.  In  support  of  the  principle,  it  was  stated, 
that  this  provision  was  for  the  benefit  of  those 
who  purchased  at  a  high  rate  south  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river.  But  high  prices  were  also  ^ven  north 
of  the  Ohio  river,  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  and  Missouri,  the  sum  received,  up  to  the 
30th  September,  1819,  above  minimum  price,  was 
$1,179,179  ;  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  much  of 
this  was  at  a  price  above  three  dollars  the  acre, 
and  thus  it  appears  that,  in  the  last  mentioned 
States,  you  carry  this  invidious  distinction.  It 
is  a  singular  fact,  also,  that  the  purchaser  at  $275 
per  acre,  will,  where  three  payments  are  now  due, 
owe  a  larger  sum  than  if  he  had  purchased  at  three 
dollars. 

But  these  objections  are  of  minor  importance, 
when  compared  with  the  other  provisions.  After 
reducing  the  debt  by  33J  and  25  per  cent,  you  pro- 
pose to  give  eight,  six,  and  four  years  credit,  and 
release  the  interest  on  the  instalments,  if  paid 
when  due.  If  we  take  the  interest  which  will 
become  due  on  these  instalments,  it  brings  us  to 
the  following  results:  eight  years,  27  ;  six  years, 
21 ;  and  four  years,  15  per  cent.  If  the  discount 
is  taken,  we  find  the  following  :  eight  years,  20^  ; 
six  years,  16j  ;  four  years,  12}  per  cent.  Neither 
of  these  modes  of  calculation,  however,  is  the  pro- 
per one  to  be  applied  to  this  subject.  I  have  there- 
fore taken  the  mean  between  the  two,  which  pro- 
duces the  following :  eight  years,  2^ ;  six  years, 
18J ;  four  years,  13|  per  cent.  By  adding  these 
respective  sums  to  the  discount  given  in  the  bill, 
the  extent  of  the  reduction  is  ascertained  : 

1st  class  8  years  23f  +  23i  «  57 

2d  6  I8|4-33}=i52 

3d  4  13}  -4-  33i  =  47 

In  the  first  class,  three  original  payments  are  due ; 

in  the  second  class,  two ;  and  in  the  third  class, 

one.    The  average  reduction   on  each  original 

payment,  therefore,  is  53|  per  centum. 

1st  class  8  years  23f  +  25  =  48 

2d  6  18|  -4-  25  =  43 

3d  4  13j-|-25=38 

In  these  cases  the  average  reduction  on  the 
original  payments  is  45^  per  cent.  The  mean 
between  43}  and  45J  is  49  per  cent.,  which  is  the 
average  reduction  on  the  whole  debt  due  from  the 
purchasers  of  public  land.  Besides  all  this,  the 
interest  now  due  is  remitted.    These  results  can- 


not be  disputed;  they  are  as  certain  as  figures 
themselves. 

With  these  facts  in  view,  let  me  ask  the  Senate 
of  what  use  is  the  first  section  of  this  bill  ?  Will 
any  individual  surrender  part  of  his  land  to  pav 
for  the  residue,  when  he  can  pay  his  debts  with 
51  cents  in  the  dollar.  If  this  principle  has  any 
operation,  it  will  only  be  when  the  land  is  not 
worth  half  the  price  at  which  it  was  originally 
purchased  ;  and  land  only  of  the  most  inferior 
quality  will  be  surrendered  to  the  Government. 

Mr.  L.  observed,  if  this  bill  is  passed,  more  will 
be  done  than  any  person  has  yet  asked  for.     He 
referred  to  the  petitions  signed  by  thousands.     All 
that  was  asked  or  expected  was  a  reduction  of  the 
existing  debt  to  the  present  minimum  price.    But, 
pass  this  bill,  and  you  lay  the  ground  for  present 
discontent  among  the  inhabitants,  and  of  future 
application  for  relief  to  other  classes.     Will  A  be 
satisfied  to  pay  you  $1  25  per  acre,  whca  you  have 
reduced  the  debt  of  B  from  $2  to  $1  ?     Will  the 
Legislature  of  the  Nation  refuse  to  hear  the  man 
who  tells  them,  that,  with  great  sacrifice  and 
exertion,  he  paid  his  debt  to  the  last  farthing  ;  that 
his  neighbor,  who  made  no  such  exertion  or  sacri- 
fice, has  been  relieved  of  half  his  burden  ?    But, 
suppose  this  class  rejected  ;  will  you,  after  passing 
this  bill,  refuse  to  hear  those  whose  lands  have 
been  forfeited  ?     They  will  show  by  the  records 
of  the  Treasury,  that  from  them  you  have  received 
$412  670.     In  the  Cincinnati  district  alone,  they 
Avill  show  you  $130,756.     They  will  plead  the 
provisions  of  this  bill ;  and  I  do  not  see  on  what 
principle  you  can  refuse  them. 

In  this  bill  you  have  entirely  lost  sight  of  the 
system  of  prompt  payment.  That  part  of  the  sys- 
tem is  at  this  time  one  of  no  ordinary  importance. 
The  Secretary  o(  the  Treasury  estimate?  the  re- 
ceipts from  land,  for  the  ensuing  year,  at  not  more 
than  $1,600,000,  unless  some  inducement  for 
prompt  payment  should  be  offered.  With  proper 
inducements,  he  estimates  the  receipts  at  $2,000,- 
000.  The  difference  between  these  two,  m  the 
present  embarrassed  situation  of  the  Treasury,  is 
not  to  be  disre^rded.  This  advantage  was  strong- 
ly relied  upon  in  pressing  the  first  bill  on  the  favor- 
able attention  of  the  Senate.  In  the  bill  now  be- 
fore us  nothing  is  retained  that  will  be  of  imme- 
diate advantage  to  the  Treasury,  and  the  estimate 
of  the  officer  at  the  head  of  that  Department  is 
disregarded. 

It  would  have  given  me  great  pleasiire  to  have 
voted  for  a  bill  giving  reliefon  this  subject.  Had 
the  first  bill  been  sustained  by  the  Senate,  I  would 
have  given  it  all  the  support  in  my  power.  It  is 
not  a  common  or  a  cold  feeling  I  have  for  the 
persons  interested  in  this  measure.  Many  of  my 
neighbors  and  acquaintances  have  '"^^^o^^  JJ^ 
and  settled  in  the  States  concerned.  My  best 
wishes  are  for  their  prosperity  ;  and,  if  the  whole 
subject  should  fall  by  its  own  weight,  which  is  at 
least  a  probable  event,  I  am  not  to  blam^-my 
course  on  this  measure  has  been  a  liberal  one;  it 
has  been  consistent  and  uniform. 

The  bill  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  concurrence. 
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Tuesday,  February  13. 

The  credentials  of  Elijah  H.  Mills,  appointed 
a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing 
on  the  fourth  day  of  March  next,  were  read,  and 
laid  on  file. 

Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Parish  and  other;,  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
Windham,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  praying 
for  the  establishment  of  a  certain  post  route;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  OflBce,  &c. 

Mr.  Rdgoles  presented  the  petition  of  Robert 
Caldwell  and  others,  inhabitants  of  Morgan  and 
Guernsey  counties,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying 
for  the  establishment  of  a  certain  post  route  ;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office,  dec. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Pancoast,  made  a  report  refusing  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioner  ;  which  was  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Pleasants,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  of  the  l2th  of  January, 
"  to  inquire  whether  there  are  any  obstructions  to 
the  navigation  of  the  river  Thames,  in  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  which  were  placed  there  by  the 
American  ships  blockaded  during  the  late  war, 
and,  if  any,  what  measures  ought  to  be  adopted 
for  the  removal  of  such  obstructions ;"  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr,  Mills,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Sam- 
uel Parker,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
to  extend  the  term  of  Samuel  Parker's  patents,  for 
his  improvement  in  currying  and  finishing  leather 
of  all  kinds ;  and  the  report  and  bill  were  read, 
and  the  bill  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  establish 
a  new  land  office  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and 
for  the  hKter  regulation  of  certain  land  districts  in 
the  States  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi ;  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 
ofGeorge  Jackson;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bar- 
Bouii,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

THE  BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  establish  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy, 
the  question  being  on  the  motion,  made  by  Mr. 
Talbot,  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  instructions  so 
to  modify  it  as  to  allow  all  other  classes,  as  well 
as  merchants,  to  become  bankrupts,  on  their  vol- 
untary application  to  avail  themselves  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act. 

Messrs.  Van  Dyke  and  Lankan  opposed  the 
motion,  the  latter  at  some  length ;  and  Mr.  Talbot 
advocated  it. 

The  question  being  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
motion,  i^  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  the  fol- 
lowing nitt : 

YaAar-Measrs.Barboor,  Chandler,  Holmetof  Maine, 
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Johnaon  of  Kentucky,  Macon,  Morril,  Pleaaantc,  Raf- 
fles, Smith,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Walker  of  Alabama,  and 
Walker  of  Georgia— 13. 

Nats — Meura.  Dickeraon,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Holmes 
of  Mitaiaaippi,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King  of  New  York, 
Koight,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Mills,  Noble,  Otia, 
Palmer,  Parrott,  Roberts,  Sanford,  Tbomaa,  Tichenor, 
Trimble,  Van  Dyke,  WilUama  of  Misaiaaippi,  and  Wil- 
ilama  of  Tenneaaee — 24. 

So  the  proposition  to  recommit  and  amend  the 
bill  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  was  stated  on  the  following 
amendment,  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Holmes, 
of  Maine,  as  a  new  section: 

♦*  Sic.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacied.  That  whenever 
any  peraon,  resident  within  the  United  States,  not  be- 
ing a  merchant  or  person  actually  using  the  trade  of 
merchandise  by  buying  and  aelling  in  groaa  or  by  re- 
tail, nor  dealing  in  eichange,  nor  as  a  banker,  broker, 
factor,  underwriter,  or  marine  insurer,  shali  do  or  suf* 
fer  any  act  or  thing  which  ia  herein  deacribed,  or  de« 
clared  to  be  an  act  of  bankruptcy,  any  one  creditor,  or 
a  greater  number,  being  partners,  wboae  aingle  debt 
ahall  amount  to  five  hundred  dollara,  or  any  two  or 
more  creditora  whose  debts  shall  amount  to  one  thous- 
and dollars,  may  petition,  in  writing,  against  such  per- 
aon in  the  aame  manner,  and  the  aarae  proceedinga 
ahall  be  had  therein,  as  directed  and  prescribed  in  the 
second  section  of  this  act;  and  the  rommiaaionera  de- 
aignated  by  the  aaid  judge  ahall,  moreover,  iaane  a 
aummona  under  their  handa  and  aeal,  notifying  and 
commanding  such  person  to  appear  at  a  certain  time 
and  place  before  aaid  commiaaionera,  to  ahow  caaae 
why  he  or  ahe  may  not  ht  declared  a  bankrupt,  and 
the  aame  commiaaionera  ahall  cauae  peraonal  aervice  to 
be  made  on  such  peraon,  and  reaaonable  notice  of  the 
time  and  place  to  be  given ;  and  if  such  peraon  ahall 
not  appear,  or,  appearing,  shall  consent  to  a  commis- 
sion of  bankruptcy,  then,  and  not  otherwise,  such  per- 
son may  be  declared  a  bankrupt,  and  shall  be  subject 
to  all  the  proviaiona  of  thia  act." 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  deemed  the  argument  against 
Mr.  Talbot's  proposition  as  applicable  to  this 
amendment,  and  therefore  did  not  conceive  it  ne* 
cessary  to  add  any  thing  on  this  question,  except 
to  say  thatj  were  he  a  farmer,  he  should  not  desire 
to  place  this  power  in  the  hands  of  his  creditors. 

Mr.  Holmes  defended  his  amendment  in  detail, 
and  at  some  length. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  spoke  against  the  prop- 
osition, atid  in  support,  brieny,  of  the  expediency 
and  constitutionalitv  of  a  single  bankrupt  system, 
applicable  only  to  tne  trading  class. 

Mr.  Barbour  replied  to  Mr.  King,  and  argued 
in  support  of  the  justice  of  extending  the  bill  to 
farmers  and  other  classes,  as  well  as  traders,  to 
which  the  consent  of  the  debtor  being  rendered 
necessary,  obviated  all  obiection ;  stating,  in  con- 
clusion, that  if  the  amendment  did  not  prevail,  he 
should  attempt  an  amendment,  to  confine  the  ope- 
ration of  the  bill  entirely  to  dealings  between  mer- 
chant and  merchant,  and  to  leave  the  claims  of 
others  on  them  unimpaired. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  argued  to  show  that  the  amend- 
ment would  produce  an  incongruity  in  the  system, 
and  was  in  principle  inexpedient 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment, 


and  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  aad  nays, 
as  follows : 

Ykas— Messrs.  Barbour,  Chandler,  Eaton,  Holmea 
of  Maine,  Holmea  of  Musissippi,  Knight,  Macon,  Plea- 
aanU,  Rugglea,  Smith,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker 
of  CJeorgia,   and  WilUama  of  Tenneaaee — 13. 

Nats— Meaars.  Dickeraon,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Horaey, 
Hunter,  Johnaon  of  Kentucky,  Johnaon  of  Louiaiana, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Lloyd, 
Lowrie,  Milla,  Otis.  Parrott,  Roberu,  Sanfbrd,  Stokes, 
Talbot,  Thomas,  Tichenor,  Trimble,  Van  Dyke,  and 
WUIiams  of  Miasisaippi— 24. 

So  this  amendment  was  also  rejected. 

Mr.  Barbour  then  moved  the  amendment  which 
he  had  intimated,  and  which  was  to  insert  a  clause 
providing  that,  in  the  dividend  of  a  bankrupt's  es- 
tate, the  debts  due  to  those  whose  occupation  ex- 
cluded them  from  the  operation  of  the  act,  should 
first  be  paid.  Mr.  B.  spoke  briefly,  to  show  that, 
as  other  classes  were  not  to  have  the  benefits  of 
the  law,  they  ought  not  to  suffer  by  it,  and  that, 
therefore,  it  ought  to  be  confined  to  debts  between 
merchants,  and  not  affect  the  lien  of  the  farmer. 

Mr.  Lloyd  argued  that  this  amendment,  so  far 
from  having  the  effect  to  preserve  or  guard  the  in- 
terest of  the  farmers,  would  destroy  all  the  chance 
which  the  bill  now  gave  them  of  deriving  any  good 
from  it,  and  would,  in  fact,  be  absolutely  injurious 
to  their  interest. 

Mr.  Barbour  replied,  and  Mr.  Lloyd  rejoined, 
in  illustration  and  support  of  their  opinions  on  the 
effect  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  contended  that  the  arnendment 
was  totally  inconsistent  with  the  principles  of  a 
bankrupt  system. 

The  amendment  was  negatived — yeas  11. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  on  the  table,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  receiving  a  report  necessary  to  be  a c tea  on 
to-day. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT. 

Mr.  Barbour  then,  from  the  joint  select  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  subject,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  two  Houses  ahall  assemble  in 
the  Chamber  of  the  House  of  Repreaentativea  on  Wed- 
neaday  next,  at  13  o'clock,  and  the  Preaident  of  the 
Senate  ahall  be  the  presiding  officer;  that  one  person 
be  appointed  a  Teller  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to 
make  a  list  of  the  votes  as  they  shall  be  declared ;  that 
the  result  shall  be  delivered  to  the  President  of  the 
Senate,  who  shall  announce  the  sUte  of  the  vote,  :and 
the  persons  elected,  to  the  two  Houses  asa^nbled  aa 
aforesaid ;  which  shall  be  deemed  a  declaration  of  the 
persona  elected  Preaident  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  and,  together  with  a  list  of  the  votes, 
be  entered  on  the  Journals  of  the  two  Houses. 


Ruolved,  That  if  any  objection  be  made  to  the  votes 
of  Missouri,  and  the  counting  or  omitting  to  count 
which  shall  not  essentially  change  the  result  of  the 
election  ;  in  that  case  they  shall  be  reported  by  the 
Preaident  of  the  Senate  in  the  following  manner: 
Were  the  votea  of  Miaaoori  to  be  counted,  the  rcault 
would  be  for  A.  B.,  for  President  of  the  United  States, 

TOtes  ;  if  not  counted,  for  A.  B.,  as  President  of 

the  United  States, votes ;  but,  in  either  event,  A. 


B.  is  elected  Preaident  of  the  United  Sutes ;  and  in 
the  same  manner  for  Vice  President. 

Mr.  Barbour  explained,  in  detail,  the  reasons 
which  influenced  the  committee  in  adopting  the 
resolutions  which  it  recommended. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  spoke  in  particular 
reference  to  what  he  deemed  the  correct  course  of 
proceeding  in  joint  meetings ;  thinking  it  consist- 
ent with  the  Constitution,  and  with  propriety,  that 
the  House  should  come  to  the  Senate,  if  the  apart- 
ment had  not  rendered  it  inconvenient ;  and  that, 
when  a  convenient  plan  should  be  completed  for 
joint  meetings,  he  hoped  the  practice  neretofore 
prevailing  would  not  be  considered  in  the  li^t  of 
a  precedent,  but  that  they  should  repair  thither, 
and  the  President  of  the  Senate  preside  in  the  joint 
meeting,  &c.  He  was  opposed  to  the  settlement 
of  any  litigated  question  in  joint  meeting,  where 
the  Senate,  as  a  body,  would  be  lost ;  and  argued 
that,  whenever  any  such  should  arise,  it  would 
be  always  proper  that  the  two  Houses  should  sep- 
arate. 

Mr.  Macon  offered  some  remarks,  explanatory 
of  the  views  of  the  committee  on  the  points  before 
them — some  thinking  the  votes  of  Missouri  ought 
to  be  received  and  counted,  and  others  that  they 
ought  to  be  rejected;  that  thev  had  agreed  on  the 
second  resolution  as  the  most  likely  course  to  rec- 
oncile any  difficulty.  As  to  the  place  of  meeting, 
the  Chamber  of  the  Senate  would  have  been  rec- 
ommended, (he  was  understood  to  say,)  but  for 
the  reason  that  it  could  not  accommodate  com- 
fortably the  two  Houses. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  first  resolution,  it 
was  agreed  to,  nem.  con. 

On  the  second  resolution  a  long  debate  took 
place.  It  was  opposed  by  Mes.<rs.  Smith,  Talbot, 
Williams,  of  Tennessee,  and  Lanman,  on  vari- 
ous grounds ;  principally,  for  the  reasons  that  it 
was  not  competent  m  the  Senate  to  decide  such  a 
question  in  anticijation ;  that  the  proper  time  to 
consider  and  settle  it  was  the  day  appointed  by  the 
Constitution  ;  that  the  two  Houses  would  not  be 
bound  to-morrow  by  this  report ;  that  it  wm  use- 
less to  touch  the  question  now,  whether  Missotiri 
was  a  State  or  not.  or  had  a  right  to  vote/,  that 
her  votes  could  not  be  legally  known  u©w^  &c. 

The  resolution  was  defended  by  Messrs.  Bar- 
bour, Ons,  and  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  on  the 
grounds  that,  as  the  question  would  certainly  arise 
to-morrow  in  joint  meeting,  it  was  much  better  to 
adjust  it  now,  and  prevent  all  difficulty  or  trouble ; 
that  it  v«ras  wrong  to  allow  the  {Measure  and  good 
feelings  crowing  out  of  the  event  of  to-morrow,  a 
great  and  pleasing  incident  illustrative  of  our  free 
institutions,  to  be  disturbed  by  a  question  which 
could  be  so  well  settled  previously,  &c. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  in  accordance  with  the 
opinions  he  had  submitted,  wished  some  amend- 
ment introduced  to  prevent  the  mode  of  proceeding 
from  being  quoted  as  a  precedent  hereafter— an 
amendment  declaring  that,  if  any  question  should 
arise  relative  to  any  votes,  in  joint  meeting,  ttot 
the  two  Houses  would  separate  to  consider  the 
case,  and  not  decide  it  jointly. 
Mr.  Barbour  said  that,  on  the  present  occasion, 
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as  the  election  could  not  be  affected  by  the  votes 
of  any  one  State,  no  difficulty  could  arise;  and  that 
it  was  his  intention  hereafter  to  bring  the  subject 
up,  to  remedy  what  he  considered  a  casus  omissus 
in  the  Constitution,  either  by  an  act  of  Congress, 
if  that  should  appear  sufficient,  or,  if  not,  by  pro- 
posing an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  itself. 

The  second  resolution  was  then  also  agreed  to ; 
and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  February  14.  '  ' 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  a 
Teller  on  their  part,  in  pursuance  of  the  report  of 
the  joint  committee  appointed  to  consider  and  re- 
port a  mode  of  examining  the  votes  for  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  ;  and  Mr. 
Barbour  was  appointed. 

Mr.  Knight  presented  the  petition  of  Lemuel 
White,  of  Rhode  Island,  praying  a  pension ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  Francois  Dufossat,  son  of  Guy  Dufossat, 
representing  that  certain  forts  have  been  erected 
and  established  on  his  land  in  Orleans  county,  in 
said  State,  and  prayine  that  other  lands  may  be 
granted  to  him  of  equal  value  in  lieu  thereof;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
m  pursuance  of  instructions  of  the  12th  instant 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Whitehead 
Joshua  Aubin,  and  James  Graham;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  P.  P. 
Saint  Guirons  and  others,  French  emigrants,  en- 
gaged in  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  and  olive 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
M^  Buildings,  10  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  en- 
tiUed  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  pub- 
lic buildings,"  reported  it  with  amendments ;  which 
were  read. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  laid  on  the  table  the 
copy  of  a  letter  from  him  to  the  President  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  answer  there- 

?rr  15S  "^^'^  ""^^^  *^<i  iaid  on  file. 

Ihe  bill  to  extend  the  term  of  Samuel  Parker's 
patents,  lor  his  improvement  in  currying  and  finish- 
ing leather  of  all  kinds,  was  read  the  second  time. 

1  he  benate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
^e  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the  petiiion  of 
William  Pancoast;  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senate  took  up  and  considered  the  bill  to 

estabhshan  uniform  system  of  bankruptcythrouffh- 
oul  the  United  States,  as  amended. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Knight,  of  Rhode 
island,  to  include  manufacturers  in  the  operation 
of  the  system.  On  which,  Mr  K.  made  the  fol- 
lowing remarks : 


Mr.  Knight  said,  it  had  been  stated  by  the  hon- 
orable mover  of  the  bill,  (Mr.  Van  Dyke,)  that  it 
is  intended  particularly  for  -those  who  are  subject 
to  risks  and  losses,  in  their  lawful  business ;  for 
those  who  intrust  their  property  out  of  their  con- 
trol and  on  the  ocean.  In  this  provision,  I  perfectly 
agree  with  the  honorable  gentleman,  said  Mr.  K. 
And,  as  the  bill  does  not  provide  for  every  class  of 
our  citizens,  who  are  subject  to  great  risks  and 
losses  in  their  busines.'^,  1  now  move,  sir,  to  amend 

the  bill,  by  inserting  in   the line  of  the  first 

section,  after  the  word  merchant,  the  word  manu- 
facturer. The  bill  will  then  read,  that,  if  any 
merchant,  manufacturer,  or  other  persons. 

In  order  to  show  that  manufacturers  are  entitled 
to  the  benefit  of  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  permit 
me  to  state  a  few  facts.  It  is  well  known  to  gen- 
tlemen living  in  the  Eastern  section  of  the  United 
States,  that  the  freshets  occasioned  by  the  break- 
mg  up  of  one  of  our  Northern  Winters,  often  do 
great  damage  to  the  mills,  mill-dams,  and  other 
property  belonging  to  manufacturing  establish- 
ments. I  have  known,  sir,  many  persons  nearly 
rained  by  these  disasters,  their  labor,  toil,  and  sav- 
ings for  many  years,  entirely  swept  away  by  one 
of  those  freshets. 

But,  sir,  water  is  not  the  only  element  to  which 
they  are  exposed  ;  fire,  too,  hath  made  its  ravages. 
I  believe,  sir,  a  larger  proportion  of  this  kind  of 
property  has  been  destroyed  by  fire  within  the  last 
fifteen  years  than  of  any  other  species  within  the 
United  States.     In  fact,  so  frequent  has  been  the 
destruction  of  manufacturing  establishments   by 
fire,  that  no  prudent  person  will  insure  against  it. 
The  offices  to  the  East  totally  reject  all  applica- 
tions for  insurance  on  cotton  mills.     They  would 
not  be  taken  even  at  what  would  be  called  by  the 
merchant  a  war  risk— a  premium  that  no  regular 
business  can  give  in  this  or  any  other  country.     If 
this  amendment  is  adopted,  it  will  not  only  include 
cotton   manufacturers,  but   the  manufacturer   of 
hats,  woollen,  hemp,  nowder,  &c.     I  would  ask, 
sir,  who  among  us  would  insure  on  a  powder  mill  7 
I  presume,  nobody,  at  any  premium  that  could  be 
afforded  by  the  proprietor,  unlc^  it  was  a  person 
willing  to  be  blown  up.     Then,  sir,  the  manufac- 
turer IS  compelled  to  risk  and  endure  all  losses 
that  may  hanpen;  and,  if  so  unfortunate  as  to  lose 
his  pronerty  by  fire  or  other  casualty,  he  is  doomed 
to  everlasting  misery  while  on  earth  ;  while  the 
merchant,  who  can  be  insured,  and  thereby  divide 
his  loss  among  the  community,  you  exonerate  from 
responsibility ;  you  set  him  free  to  seek  new  for- 
tunes, and  to  provide  for  himself  and  family  the 
means  of  a  comfortable  subsistence 

[Here  it  was  observed  by  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  that 
the  manufacturer,  who  gets  his  living  by  buying 
and  selling,  was  embraced  in  the  bill.] 

It  is  now  suggested  by  the  honorable  mover  of 
the  bill,  that  manufacturers  are  embraced  in  the 
operations  of  the  bill.  Be  it  so.  But,  if  they  are 
embraced  in  the  bill  by  implication,  why  object  to 
the  amendment?  Why  not  have  it  clearly  ex- 
pressed ?  I  admit  there  is  no  music  in  the  word, 
y.^^.  »^ .  ^»"  not  destroy  the  harmony  of  the  bill 
il  It  should  be  inserted.     Besides,  sir,  I  hare  been 
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taught  to  believe  that  statutes  are  to  be  construed 
strictly,  that  little  is  to  be  taken  by  implication  ; 
and  unless  manufacturers  are  particularly  men- 
tioned,  as  such,  they  cannot  participate  in  the 
benefits,  nor  be  subject  to  the  operations  of  the 
law.  Can  it  be  said,  sir,  that  the  manufacturer, 
who  merely  purchases  the  raw  material,  manufac- 
tures it  into  cloth  or  other  commodity,  sends  it  to 
his  factor  or  agent  to  sell,  is  a  trader  within  the 
meaning  of  the  bill  ?  He  does  not  make  a  living 
by  buying  and  selling,  and  in  my  mind  does  not 
come  within  the  purview  of  the  law.  I  hope,  sir, 
the  amendment  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Mills,  of  Massachusetts,  replied,  that  he 
believed  the  object  of  the  gentleman  was  now  at- 
tained ;  that  the  manufacturer  did  carry  on  trade 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  clearly  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  bill.  And  to  insert  manufacturer,  was 
too  broad  a  term ;  that  not  only  the  persons  de- 
signed by  the  gentleman  would  be  embraced,  but 
shoemakers,  carpenters,  and  all  mechanics,  would 
come  in  under  that  provision. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  repealed,  that  the  manufacturer 
who  gets  his  living  by  buying  and  selling,  was 
now  embraced  in  the  bill. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Knight's  mo- 
tion, it  was  lost ;  but  ten  rising  in  its  favor.  The 
bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

ELECTORAL  VOTES  FOR  PRESIDENT. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  rejected  the  resolution  of  the  Senate 
declaring  the  admission  of  the  Sute  of  Missouri 
into  the  Union.  The  House  of  Representatives 
concur  in  the  report  of  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  make  arrangements  upon  the  subiect 
of  counting  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  have  ap- 
pointed tellers  on  their  part,  and  are  now  ready 
to  receive  the  Senate  to  perform  that  ceremony. 

Whereupon,  the  two  House  of  Congress,  agreea- 
bly to  the  joint  resolution,  assembled  in  the  Re- 
presentatives' Chamber,  and  the  certificates  of  the 
Electors  of  the  several  States,  beginning  with  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire,  were,  by  the  President 
of  the  Senate,  opened  and  delivered  to  tellers  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose,  by  whom  they  were  read, 
except  the  State  of  Missouri ;  and,  when  the  cer- 
tificate of  the  Electors  of  that  State  was  opened, 
an  objection  was  made  by  Mr.  Livermore,  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  from  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire,  to  dbunting  said  votes. 
Whereupon  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Williams,  of 
Tennessee,  the  Senate  returned  to  their  own 
Chamber. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives is  now  ready  to  receive  the  Senate  in  the 
Chamber  of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the 
purpose  of  continuing  the  enumeration  of  the  votes 
of  the  Electors  for  President  and  Vice  President, 
according  to  the  joint  resolutions  agreed  upon  be- 
tween the  two  Houses. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbour,  it  was 

Resolved  J  That  the  Senate  proceed  to  meet  the 


House  of  Representatives  in  order  to  conclude  the 
coimting  of  tne  votes  for  President  and  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  last 
of  the  joint  resolutions  adopted  for  that  purpose. 

Whereupon,  the  two  Houses  having  again  as- 
sembled in  the  Representatives'  Chamber,  the  cer- 
tificate of  the  Electors  of  the  State  of  Missouri 
was,  by  the  President  of  the  Senate,  delivered  to 
the  tellers,  who  read  the  same,  and  who,  having 
examined  and  ascertained,  the  whole  number  of 
votes,  presented  a  list  thereof  to  the  President  of 
the  Senate,  by  whom  it  was  read,  as  follows: 
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The  whole  number  of  the  Electors  appointed 
being  235,  including  those  of  Missouri,  of  which 

118  make  a  majority;  or,  excluding  the  Electors 

of  Missouri,  the  whole  number  would  be  232,  of 

which  117  make  a  majority ;  but,  in  either  event,              j 

James  Monroe,  of  Virginia,  is  elected  President,              -\ 

and  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  of  New  York,  is  elect- 

ed Vice  President  of  the  United  States.                            ; 

Whereupon, 
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MowROE,  of  Virginia,  duly  elected  President  of  the 
United  States.,  commencing  with  the  fourth  dajr 
of  March  next;  and  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  commencing  with 
the  fourth  day  of  March  next. 

The  votes  of  the  Electors  were  then  delivered  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate ;  the  two  Houses  sep- 
arated, and  the  Senate  returned  to  their  own 
Chamber,  and  then  adjourned. 


TnuHsnAY,  February  15. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
PRESinENT  OP  THE  United  States  :  ., 

To  the  Senate  of  the  Untied  States  . 

I  transmit  to  CongreH  a  report  from  the  Director  of 
the  Mint,  enclosing  a  statement  of  the  Treasurer,  sub- 
mitting the  operations  of  the  Mint  for  the  last  year. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washikotoit,  February  14,  1881. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition  of  Char- 
k>ttc  Read,  widow  of  Thomas  M.  Read,  deceased, 
late  a  Captain  in  the  Army,  praying  to  be  allowed 
a  pension,  in  consideration  of  the  military  services 
of  her  late  husband ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
aad  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
makins  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Crorern- 
ment  for  the  year  1821,"  repoKed  it  with  an  amend- 
ment ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Roberts  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  resolution  declaring 
the  admission  of  the  State  of  Missouri  into  the 
Union. 

Mr.  Horsey  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  concerning  di- 
vorces and  alimony  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Noble,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  were  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  petitions  of  John  B.  Chatard,  David  Mal- 
lory,  William  Sizer,  and  William  Plumbe ;  and 
John  B.  Chatard  and  William  Plumbe  had  leave, 
respectively,  to  withdraw  their  petitions  and  pa- 
pers. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbodr.  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations  were  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  the  memoHals  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  the  mer- 
chants and  underwriters  of  the  city  of  Baltimore; 
and  they  were  respectively  referred  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Trimble,  the  Senate  took 
up  and  considered  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  on  the  petition  of  Dean  Weymouth ;  and 
the  resolution  accompanying  the  same  was  amend- 
ed, and  agreed  to  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
to  be  granted,  and  that  the  committee  be  instructed 
to  report  a  bill  allowing  him  a  pension  at  the  rate 
of  twelve  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  month. 

Mr.  Smith  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
>-(ke  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  the 


original  order  for  building  the  barracks  at  Beckett's 
Harbor,  together  with  all  the  commanications  between 
the  War  Department  and  Major  General  Brown  rela> 
tive  thereto,  and  the  amount  of  public  mooejrs  ex- 
pended thereon. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  WUliam  Whitehead, 
Joshua  Aubin,  and  James  Graham,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  the  petition  of 
P.  P.  St.  Guirons  and  others;  and,  in  concurrence 
therewith,  resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners ought  not  to  be  granted.  >*, 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
hill  to  establish  an  onilbrm  system  of  bankruptcy. 

Mr.  CuANnLER  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting in  the  first  section  the  ibllowing  additional 
proviso : 

And  provided,  also,  Tliat  no  discbarge  which  maj 
be  given  to  a  bankrupt,  aii4«r  this  act,  shall  operate  so 
as  to  discharge  the  bankrapi  from  debts  which  may  be 
dne  to  anj  persons,  except  those  debts  which  may  be 
due  to  merchants.  bankMi,  brokers,  factors,  ooder- 
writers,  or  marine  insureik 

This  proposition  gavt  rise  to  some  debate,  in 
which  the  amendment  Was  supported  by  Messrs. 
Lloyd,  Chandler,  Trimble,  and  Roberts,  and 
was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Van  Dyke,  Otis,  Mills, 
and  King,  of  Alabama. 

The  discussion  resulted  in  the  rejection  of  the 
amendment  by  the  following  vote: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Chandler,  Eaton,  Holmes 
of  Maine,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Lloyd,  Macon,  Mor- 
ril,  Noble,  Pleasants,  RoberU,  Smith,  Talbot,  Trimble, 
Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia,  and  Wiliiaois 
of  Tennessee — 17. 

Nats— Messrs.  Dana,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  EUiolt, 
Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mills, 
Otis,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Sanford. Stokes,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Ticbenor,  Van  Dyke,  and  Williams  of  Mississippi — 33. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  moved  to  strike  out  the 
21st  section  of  the  bill,  which  provides  that  the 
commissioners  shall,  on  probable  cause  shown, 
have  authority  to  issue  their  warrant  to  any  person 
or  officer,  authorizing  him  to  break  open,  in  the 
day  time,  the  houses,  chambers,  shops,  trunks,  dbc., 
of  the  bankrupt,  where  any  of  his  goods,  or  estate, 
deeds,  writings,  books,  &c.,  may  be,  and  take  pos- 
session thereof. 

This  motion  was  decided  also  in  the  negative, 
by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  14,  nays  27,  as  follows: 

YsAS — Messrs.  Chandler,  Eaton,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Lloyd,  Macon,  Morril,  Pleas- 
ants,  Roberts,  Smith,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Walker  of 
Georgia,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Dana,  Dickerson,  Ed- 
wards, Elliott,  Gaillard,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of 
J^uisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York, 
Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mills,  Noble,  Otis,  Palmer, 
Parrott,  Sanford,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Tichenor,  Trim- 
ble, Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabama,  and  WiUiams  of 
Mississippi. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine)  the  sixty* 


third  section  of  the  bill  was  so  amended  as  to  pro- 
vide that  the  facts  of  any  case  shall  be  tried  hy  a 
jury,  at  the  election  of  either  party,  instead  of  at 
the  discretion  of  the  court  or  ludge. 

Mr.  Lowrie  then,  with  the  view,  as  he  re- 
marked, of  making  the  system  entirely  prospec- 
tive in  its  operations,  and  not  touch  existing  debts 
at  all,  moved  to  add  a  provision  to  the  sixty-first 
section,  declaring  that  the  act  should  "  release  no 
person  who  may  hereafter  be  declared  a  bankrupt 
from  any  debt  existing  at  the  passage  of  this  act." 
On  this  proposition  a  long  debate  ensued ;  in 
which  Mr.  Lowrie  and  Mr.  Roberts  maintained 
the  amendment,  on  the  ground  of  its  expediency, 
without  reference  to  the  Constitutional  question ; 
and  Mr.  EowARns  spoke  briefly  on  the  proper  con- 
struction of  the  bill  as  it  now  stood.  Mr.  Holmes. 
of  Maine,  and  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  argued 
that  a  discharge  of  debts  existing  at  the  passage 
of  the  act  wmUd  be  unconstitutional ;  which  opin- 
ion was  answered  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Mills, 
Otis,  and  Van  Dyke. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  though  opposed  to 
the  bill  altogether,  was  opposed  to  the  amendment, 
and  advocated  an  entire  discharge  of  the  debtor, 
if  the  system  passed  at  all. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment,  it 
was  negatived  by  the  following  vote : 

YxAS— Messrs.  Barboar,  Chandler,  Eaton,  Holmes 
of  Maine,  King  of  Alabama,  Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Macon, 
Morril,  Pleasants,  RoberU,  Talbot,  Trimble,  and  Wal- 
ker of  Alabama — 14. 

Nats— Messrs.  Dana,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  New  York,  Knight, 
Lanman,  Mills,  Noble,  Otis,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Sanford, 
Stokes,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Tichenor.  Van  Dyke,  Wal- 
ker of  Georgia,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Williams 
of  Tennessee — 26. 

Mr.  Talbot  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  bill  that 

clause  of  the  sixty-third  section,  which  gives  to 

the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  jurisdiction 

of  all  cases  in  law  or  equity  arising  under  the  act. 

This  motion  was  assented  to  by  the  friends  of 

V  the  bill,  and  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Talbot  next  moved  to  reduce  the  term  to 
which  the  duration  of  the  bill  is  limited,  from  five 
'  years  (the  time  with  which  the  blank  had  been 
y  filled)  to  two  years. 

'i      Mr.  Otis  proposed  to  split  the  difference  with 
the  gentleman,  and  make  it  four  years. 

IVir.  Talbot  agreed  to  change  his  proposition 

to  three  years,  and  in  that  shape  it  was  adopted. 

Alter  one  or  two  unsuccessful  attempts  by  Mr. 

.  Roberts  to  amend  certain  features  of  the  bill,  to 

••  which  he  objected;  and  no  other  amendment  be- 

-  in  K  offered — 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed,  as  amended,  and  read  a  third 
time,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows  : 

Ykas— Messrs.  Dana,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King 
of  New  York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Mills,  Otis,  Parrott, 
Stokes,  Thomas,  Tichenor,  Van  Dyke,  and  Williams 
of  Mississippi — 19. 


Nats — Messrs.  Barboar,  Chandler,  Eaton,  Holmes 
of  Maine,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  King  of  Alabama, 
Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Morril,  Palmer,  Pleasants, 
Roberts,  Tf^bot,  Trimble,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Wal- 
ker of  Georgia,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee — 18. 


FainAY,  February  16. 

The  PBESinENT  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting,  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  tlie  Senate,  of  the  16th  of 
May  last,  statements  exhibiting  the  number  of 
militia  from  each  State,  that  were  called  into  the 
public  service  by  orders  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States ;  the  number  furnished  by  each 
State ;  the  number  recognised  by  the  United 
States  from  each  State,  and  the  period  of  their 
service ;  the  amount  of  fines  imposed  for  neglect 
of  duty,  distinguishing  the  number  of  persons  on 
whom  fines  have  been  imposed,  the  sums  collected, 
and  the  sums  paid  into  the  Treasury :  and  the  ex- 
penses of  courts  martial  in  the  several  States ;  and 
the  letter  and  statements  were  read. 

Mr.  PiNKNBY  presented  the  petition  of  Nathan- 
iel W.  and  C.  H.  Appleton,  merchants,  and  late 
copartners  in  Baltimore,  praying  for  the  restitution 
of  certain  moneys  illegally  exacted  from  them  for 
duties  on  goods  inoported  into  Castine,  whilst  in 
possession  of  the  British,  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Horsey  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
concerning  divorces  and  alimony  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia ;  and  the  bill  was  twice  read  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  H.  laid  on  the  table  a  communication  from 
the  vaccine  acent  in  Baltimore,  exhibiting  the 
present  state  ot  the  vaccine  institution. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  yesterday,  requesting  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  lay  before  the  Senate  the  original 
order  for  building  the  barracks  at  Sackett's  Har- 
bor, and  other  documents  connected  therewith ; 
and  agreed  thereto. 

Samuel  L.  Southard,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  ot  New  Jersey,  to  sup- 

Sly  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of 
ames  J.  Wilson,  produced  his  credentials,  was 
qualified,  and  took  nis  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Senate,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
took  up  the  bill  from  the  other  House,  to  reduce 
the  Miliury  Peace  Establishment ;  when, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  S.mith,  who  wished  to  offer 
some  remarks  on  the  subject,  for  which  he  was  not 
prepared  to-day,  the  bill  was  postponed  to  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  the  question  pending  being  on  the 
amendments  offered  by  Mr.  Roberts  ;  first  to  make 
the  notes  of  the  bank  and  its  branches  receivable 
by  the  United  States  only  in  the  States  where  they 
are  made  payable,  except  notes  of  the  amount  of 
five  dollars,  which  shall  be  receivable  at  the  bank 
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or  any  of  its  branches.  Secondly,  that  it  shall  not 
be  lawful  for  the  bank  to  establish  more  than  one 
branch  in  anv  State  without  the  consent  of  the 
Legislature  ol  such  Stale.  &c.  \ 

Much  discussion  took  place  of  these  propositions, 
and  the  others  embraced  in  the  amendments,  in 
the  course  of  which, 

Mr.  Rdggles  moved  so  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment as  to  make  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of 
a  State  necessary  to  the  establishment  of  any 
branch  of  the  bank  in  such  State. 

This  motion  was  negatived  without  a  division, 
and,  soon  after  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table  for 
the  purpose  of  acting  on  the  message  which  was 
received  from  the  other  House. 


MISSOURI. 


•  •«" 


Mr.  Roberts  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  resolution  declaring  the  admission  of  the  State 
of  Missouri  into  the  Union. 

The  resolution  is  as  follows : 

Retohed  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America^  in  Congress 
assembled.  That  the  State  of  MiMOori  shall  be,  and  is 
hereby  declared,  one  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  is  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  Sutes  in  all  reapecU  whatever :  Pro- 
vided, That  the  following  be  taken  as  fundamental 
conditions  and  terms  upon  which  the  aaid  State  is  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union,  namely  :  that  the  fourth  clause 
of  the  twenty-sixth  section  of  the  third  article  of  the 
constitution,  submitted  by  the  people  of  Missouri  to 
the  consideration  of  Congress,  shall,  as  soon  as  the 
provisions  of  said  constitution  will  admit,  be  so  amend- 
ed, that  it  shall  not  be  applicable  to  citizens  of  any 
State  in  this  Union;  abd  that,  until  to  amended,  no 
law,  passed  in  conformity  thereto,  shall  be  construed 
to  extend  to  any  citizen  of  either  State  in  this  Union. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  of  Delaware,  said  he  hoped 
the  gentleman  would  not  understand  him,  in  ma- 
king the  motion  which  he  was  about  to  make,  as 
offering  any  disrespect  towards  him  or  his  propo- 
sition ;  buL  Mr.  Van  Dyke  said,  he  should  con- 
sider it  unfortunate  for  the  Senate  now  to  take 
any  step  in  this  business.  The  Senate  ought  to 
recollect  the  course  this  subject  had  taken ;  they 
had  at  an  early  period  sent  to  the  other  House  a 
resolution  for  the  admission  of  the  State  into  the 
Union,  containing  a  proviso  which  it  was  hoped 
would  obviate  all  objection  to  it.  That  resolu- 
tion, however,  had  been  rejected  by  the  House  of 
Representatives.  They  have  informed  us,  by 
message,  of  its  rejection,  without  any  indication 
of  what  would  be  acceptable  to  them ;  and  that 
message  is  scarcely  cold  before  we  have  a  proposi- 
tion to  bring  forward  another  resolution.  He 
thought  the  Senate  had  better  not  stir  in  the  sub- 
ject again  so  soon ;  but  that  it  would  be  more  ex- 
pedient to  wait  a  while  at  least,  and  see  what  the 
other  House  should  do,  if  it  did  any  thing.  He 
had  no  objection  to  make  another  effort  to  get  the 
State  admitted,  but  to  make  it  so  soon  aner  the 
fate  of  the  first  proposition  had  been  announced 
from  the  other  House,  would  be  premature,  he 
thought,  and  unwise.  If  the  Senate  had  not 
moved  first  in  this  business,  but  had  now  its  reso- 


lution to  send  to  the  other  House  as  an  original 
proposition,  he  thought  it  highly  probable  it  would 

ftrevail  there.  With  the  best  intentions,  thatreso- 
ution  had  been  sent  there ;  it  had  been  rejected ; 
and  the  Senate  wa»  as  yet  ignorant  of  the  form 
of  admission  which  would  be  acceptable  to  that 
body.  He  hoped  the  Senate  would  keep  back,  a 
little  longer  at  least,  any  new  proposition ;  and 
therefore  moved  that  the  motion  to  grant  the  leave 
asked  for,  be  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Roberts  was  of  opinion  that  the  Senate 
might,  without  the  slightest  departure  from  pro- 

Eriety  or  dignity,  receive  the  resolution ;  and  then 
e  should  have  no  objection  to  laying  it  on  the 
table  for  some  days ;  it  would  then  be  before  the 
Senate,  and  gentlemen  could  give  it  due  reflec- 
tion. Mr.  R.  said  he  offered  this  resolution  from 
a  strong  and  serious  conviction  of  duty ;  and,  as 
the  session  was  near  its  end,  he  trusted  that  the 
Senate  would  not  allow  any  punctilio  to  interfere 
with  an  object  so  important.  He  was  one  who 
had  been  unable  to  vote  for  the  former  resolution 
which  passed  the  Senate ;  that  having  failed  in 
the  other  branch,  he  now  offered  such  a  one  as  he 
could  support.  He  earnestly  desired  the  admission 
of  the  State  into  the  Union  ;  it  was  an  object  all 
important  to  the  nation  and  to  its  public  councils, 
and  he  hoped  the  Senate  would  so  far  indulge 
him  at  least  as  to  entertain  his  proposition,  and 
then,  if  it  saw  fit,  lay  it  by  for  future  decision. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  viewed  this  proposi- 
tion as  a  kind  of  peace  offering  on  the  part  of 
those  gentlemen  oi  the  Senate  who  had  opposed 
the  former  resolution.  He  was  extremelv  anxious 
that  the  question  should  be  settled,  and  tnat  noth- 
ing should  be  left  undone  to  effect  a  settlement  of 
it.  He  therefore  acknowledged  himself  much 
obliged  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  for 
bringing  this  proposition  forward.  Whatever  may 
be  the  decisions  of  the  other  branch,  said  Mr.  W., 
let  us  do  all  we  can  to  preserve  the  peace  and  har- 
mony of  the  Union.  He  hoped  no  point  of  eti- 
quette would  interfere  with  the  motion,  but  that 
the  leave  would  be  granted  ;  that  the  proposition 
would  be  ultimately  adopted,  and  the  tranquillity 
of  the  nation  be  restored  by  the  admission  of  the 
State  without  more  delay. 

Mr.  MoHRii.,  of  New  Hammhire,  adverted  to 
the  unpleasant  feelings  and  effects  of  this  long 
agitated  Missouri  question  ;  the  great  portion  oi 
time  which  it  consumed  of  the  last  and  of  the 
present  session ;  the  embarrassment  it  produced  in 
the  public  business.  It  pursues  us,  said  he,  every 
where  in  the  House,  and  from  one  House  to  the 
other,  into  the  committee  rooms  and  out  of  doors. 
He  sincerely  hoped  that  it  might  be  terminated  at 
the  present  session,  and  was  a  little  surprised  that 
his  friend  from  Delaware  should  make  an  objec- 
tion to  receiving  a  proposition  which  might  bring 
the  subject  to  a  favorable  issue.  The  act  of  the 
last  session  concerning  Missouri,  Mr.  M.  said, 
passed  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  received  the 
Executive  sanction.  Had  that  act  been  properly 
met  by  Missouri,  there  would  have  been  no  diffi- 
culty m  her  admission ;  the  former  question  was 
considered  as  settled,  and,  but  for  the  clause  now 
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objected  to,  her  admission  would  have  met  with 
no  serious  opposition.  He  thought  every  effort 
ought  to  be  made  to  bring  the  subject  to  an  ami- 
cable issue,  and  hoped  it  would  be  ended  by  the 
passage  of  this  resolution.  There  was  nothing, 
among  the  numerous  subjects  before  Congress,  of 
more  importance,  and  he  thought  the  Senate 
ought  to  receive,  without  postponement,  the  prop- 
osition now  offered. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  could  not  see,  be- 
cause the  Senate  had  done  its  duty  once,  that  it 
was  to  do  nothing  more.  He,  for  one,  was  ready 
to  embrace  every  opportunity  of  performing  it. 
How,  he  asked,  were  the  Senate  to  ascertain  the 
sentiments  of  the  other  House,  or  of  each  other, 
but  by  proceeding  in  this  way  ?  Caucussing  was 
no  longer  fashionable  here,  and  the  distance  over 
which  members  were  scattered  completely  pre- 
vented an  interchange  of  opinions  in  private.  It 
was  the  best  course  to  do  what  they  could  when 
the  opportunity  offered.  This  subject  was  of  more 
importance  than  any  other  before  Congress;  it 
distracted  the  legislative  councils  and  impeded  all 
other  business.  An  immense  quantity  of  business 
of  the  deepest  concern  to  the  nation  continued  be- 
fore them,  to  be  done  during  the  short  remainder 
of  the  session — more  than  he  had  ever  known, 
even  at  the  commencement  of  .some  sessions ;  yet 
none  of  this  would  or  could  be  done  until  this  all- 
devouring  subject  of  Missouri  was  settled.  Every 
other  subject  was  put  in  jeopardy  by  it.  The  re- 
lief of  our  land  debtors  is  endangered — the  army 
is  endangered — the  Union  itself  is  endangered — 
those  ties  which  have  bound  us  together  as  a  na- 
tion of  brothers,  have  been  weakened  by  this  all- 
distracting /question.  He  would  therefore  meet  it, 
and  continue  to  meet  it,  until  the  4th  of  March ; 
he  would  discard  all  other  subjects  to  make  an 
effort  to  terminate  and  adjust  it.  We  see,  said 
he,  that  nothing  else  can  be  done ;  we  send  to  the 
other  House  bal  after  bill,  but  in  vain ;  we  hear 
of  nothing  there  but  Missouri,  Missouri,  Missouri ! 
and  thus  will  it  continue  imtil  we  can  end  it.  Mr. 
J.  avowed  that  he  felt  under  obligations  to  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  for  bringing  this 
proposition  forward  ;  and,  unless  some  member 
would  get  up  and  say  he  was  not  ready  to  vote 
on  granting  the  leave,  he  should  oppose  the  post- 
ponement. 

Mr.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  said  he  would  vote 
against  the  postponement,  because  it  was  an  unu- 
sual course,  and  he  was  inclined  to  advance,  under 
the  hope  that  this  resolution  would  receive  the 
sanction  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, and  put  an  end  to  this  painful  con- 
test. This  proposition  would  either  obtain  with 
the  other  House,  or  it  would  not,  and  though  there 
might  be  something  in  its  passage  now,  like  a 
surrender  of  etiquette  on  the  part  of  the  Senate, 
yet  he  would  not  consider  a  little  matter  of  form 
as  more  important  than  the  adjustment  of  this  all 
important  question.     If  it  should  finally  fail,  a 

§reat  responsibility  would  rest  somewhere.     Gen- 
emen  might  smile,  he  said,  but  they  who  treated 
the  subject  lightly  were  far  removed   from  the 
scene  oi  real  excitement.    Could  they  witness  the 
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sensations  which  it  produced  in  that  part  of  the 
Union  where  its  efiects  were  most  to  be  dreaded, 
they  would  think  more  gravely  of  it.  When  the 
Senate,  said  Mr.  B.,  shall  have  manifested  a  de- 
sire, an  anxious  desire,  to  settle  the  question  by 
one  more  effort,  and  shall  still  fail,  our  skirts  wiD 
be  clear ;  and  let  what  consequences  ensue  that 
may,  our  records  will  show  that  ire  have  done 
what  we  could  to  prevent  them.  If  nothing  seri- 
ous ensue,  still  we  shall  have  nothing  to  regret. 
Mr.  B.  hoped  the  proposition  would  at  least  be  re- 
ceived, if  then  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  was  willing  to  grant 
the  leave  requested,  but  merely  as  a  matter  of 
courtesy — not  from  a  hope  of  its  doing  any  good. 
The  Senate  had  passed  a  resolution  to  admit  the 
State ;  it  was  sent  to  the  other  House,  where  it 
was  amended,  and  then  rejected.  Was  it  for  the 
Senate  immediately  to  shape  another  and  send  to 
them,  or  to  wait  and  see  if  that  House  would 
agree  on  any  proposition  of  its  own  ?  If  they  send 
us  none,  it  will  be  evidence  that  they  are  not  dis- 
posed to  do  any  thing.  The  public  mind,  Mr.  H. 
said,  had  been  much  excited  on  this  subject,  but  a 
change  was  taking  place,  and  the  people  were  be- 
ginning to  say,  let  Missouri  into  the  Union — ^if  you 
do  not,  let  the  responsibility  rest  where  it  belongs. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  disclaimed  being  influenced  in 
his  motion  by  motives  of  etiquette.  He  acted 
from  a  conviction  of  its  expediency  in  regard  to 
the  object  in  view — the  admission  of  the  State. 
He  believed  Missouri  would  be  admitted  into  them 
Union  before  the  4th  of  March,  on  a  footing  with 
the  other  States ;  but  he  thought  it  impolitic  for 
the  Senate  again  to  take  up  the  subject  so  hastily, 
and  that  he  was  walking  in  the  plain  path  of  his 
duty  towards  Missouri,  in  regard  to  her  admis- 
sion, in  making  his  motion  to  postpone  the  intro- 
duction of  this  resolution.  The  proposition  was 
the  same  in' substance  as  the  former  resolution, 
and  if  there  was  no  difficulty  apprehended  here, 
on  it,  why  should  it  be  pressed  again  so  soon ; 
why  not  allow  the  other  House  some  time  to  act 
on  a  plan  of  its  own,  or  at  least  wait  a  short  time 
and  oDserve  the  indications  there  1  The  strength 
of  Missouri  was  increasing  in  this  House  at  least, 
and  it  was  prudent  to  rest  awhile,  and  discover 
what  course  the  other  House  was  likely  to  take. 
The  proposition  could  sustain  no  injury  by  the 
delay ;  it  was  before  the  Senate,  in  fact,  though 
not  in  form,  for  it  had  been  printed  and  was  on 
the  table  of  each  member.  All  he  asked  was,  that 
the  Senate  would  hold  its  hand  until  Monday 
next,  before  it  entertained  the  proposition. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  concurred  in  the 
opinions  of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware.  The 
Senate  had  evinced,  at  all  times,  a  disposition  to 
admit  Missouri.  It  had  at  an  early  period  of  the 
session,  passed  a  resolution  declaring  her  admis- 
sion, and  sent  it  to  the  other  House,  where  it  was 
finally  rejected.  The  Senate  knew  that  many 
propositions  had  been  before  that  House  on  this 
subject ;  none  of  them  had  succeeded,  and  there 
was,  consequently,  no  evidence  of  a  disposition 
there  to  admit  the  State.  Nothing  would  be  gained 
by  this  resolution  but  affording  to  the  House  of 
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Representatives  another  opportunity  of  baring  the 
subject  before  them  at  large;  for  this  identical 
proposition,  with  the  exception  of  perhaps  a  sin- 

fle  word,  had  already  been  considered  in  that 
[ouse,  and  been  rejected  by  it  He  was  of  opin- 
ion that  it  would  be  much  better  for  the  Senate 
now  to  wait  until  the  other  House  took  some  step 
of  its  own  in  the  business,  as  it  had  rejected  the 
resolution  sent  down  by  the  Senate.  He  could 
perceive  no  probable  good  likely  to  result  from  the 
Senate's  again  acting  on  the  subject;  its  disposi- 
tion was  undoubted ;  it  had  done  its  duty ;  and 
he  was  for  giving  the  House  an  opportunity  of 
adopting  its  own  plan  if  it  had  any. 

Mr.  Chandler,  of  Maine,  conceived  that  the 
Senate  had  done  every  thing,  so  far,  that  was 
proper  on  the  subject.  If  it  entertained  this  prop- 
osition, it  might  prevent  the  other  House  from 
proceeding  in  its  endeavors  to  agree  on  some  plan 
of  its  own  ;  and  he  was  in  favor,  therefore,  or  de- 
ferring any  other  step  on  the  part  of  the  Senate 
for  some  time  at  least. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  postponing 
the  motion  for  leave,  it  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive— 18  rising  in  favor  of  the  postponement,  and 
20  against  it 

The  question  then  being  on  granting  the  leave, 
Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  made  a  point 
of  order.  The  13th  of  the  joint  rules  of  the  two 
Houses  inhibited  the  re-introduction,  in  either 
House,  without  a  notice  of  ten  days,  of  any  bill  or 
^resolution  which  should  have  been  passed  by  one 
House  and  sent  to  the  other,  and  there  rejected. 
Mr.  S.  conceived  that  this  rule  would  oppose  the 
introduction  of  this  resolution  at  this  time,  ten 
4ays'  notice  not  having  been  given  by  the  mover ; 
.and  Mr.  S.  was  proceeding  to  support  his  objec- 
tion with  some  arguments;  when 

The  PfiEaiDENT  overruled  the  objection  taken, 
referring  to  the  practice  of  the  Senate  in  former 
^cases. 

The  question  being  then  put  on  ^nting  the 
leave,  it  was  carried  without  a  division,  and  the 
retoltttion  received  its  first  reading. 

A  message  having  been  received  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  announcing  the  death  of  the 
Hon.  Wm.  a.  Bcrwell,  a  member  of  that  House 
j&om  the  State  of  Virginia — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pleasants,  it  was 
RcMolved,  unanimously.  That  the  members  of  the 
Senate  will  attend  the  funeral  of  the  Hon.  Wm.  A. 
Barweli,  late  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives from  the  State  of  Virginia,  to-morrow,  at  ten 
o'clock,  A.  M. ;  and,  aa  a  testimony  of  respect  for  the 
memory  of  the  deceased,  will  go  into  mourning,  and 
wear  crape  for  thirty  days. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


MoNnAY,  February  19 
The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasuij,  complying  with  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  ot  the  2d  instant,  relative 
to  the  liquidation  and  settlement  of  the  claims  of 
John  H.Piatt  at  the  Treasury;  and  the  report 
read. 


Mr.  Sanpord  presented  the  memorial  of  Jacob 
Barker,  of  New  i  ork,  representing  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Claims  made  on  bis  former 
memorial  is  erroneous;  exhibiting  additional  evi- 
dence in  support  of  the  claim,  and  praying  a  re- 
vision thereof;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Thomas  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Caldwell  and  others,  purchasers  of  certain  lots  in 
Shawneetown,  which  they  presented  to  the  county 
of  Gallatin,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  court- 
house and  jail,  praymg  that  the  balance  of  the 
purchaj^e  money  due  may  be  remitted  ;  and  the 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Daniel 
Carroll,  ol  Duddington,  and  others,  proprietors  of 
the  House  occupied  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  during  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth 
Congresses,  praying  that  the  damages  which  the 
House  sustained  during  the  said  occupancy  may 
be  repaired  ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  petition  of  Henry  S. 
Tanner,  praying  the  aid  of  the  Government  to 
enable  him  to  publish  an  atlas,  to  embrace  the 
whole  territory  of  the  United  States,  with  its  rel- 
ative importance  with  respect  to  other  portions  of 
the  world ;  and  the  petition  was  read  and  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  Gurdon  Buck,  and  others,  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  praying  that  additional  lights  may 
be  authorized  for  greater  safety  in  navigating  the 
"  Sound,"  between  the  continent  and  Long  Island  ; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  SAriFORD  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
S.  Baldwin  and  others,  of  New  York,  praying 
the  establishment  of  certain  post  routes  ;  and  the 
petition  was  rt'ad,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
19th  of  January,  instructing  said  committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  Jared  E. 
Groce  to  enter  a  fraction  of  land,  made  a  r^rt 
accompanied  by  a  resolution  that  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  this  subject 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Kon-na-noo-lus-kec, 
or  Chalenge,  of  the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians, 
made  a  report  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Kon-na-noo-lus-kee  or  Chalenge,  one  of  the 
tribe  of  the  Cherokee  Indians ;  and  the  report  and 
bill  were  read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Thomas  Dobson  and  Son,  made  a 
report  accompanied  by  a  resolution  that  the  peti- 
tioners have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals,  reported  a  bill  supplemental 
to  the  act  of  last  session,  authorizing  the  appoint- 
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Bient  of  commissioners  to  lay  out  a  road  from 
Wheeling  to  the  Mississippi ;  and  the  bill  was 
read.  [This  bill  provides  that  the  said  road  shall 
be  so  laid  out  as  to  pass  through  Columbus,  Indian- 
opolis,  and  VandaJia,  (the  seats  of  government  of 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,)  and  making  an  ad- 
ditional appropriation  of  ten  thousand  dollars  for 
that  object.] 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  select  com- 
mittee to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for  adjust- 
ing the  claims  to  land,  and  establishing  land  offices 
in  the  districts  east  of  the  island  of  New  Orleans  ; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

The  resolution  declaring  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union  was  read  the 
second  time. 

COMPENSATION  TO  MEMBERS. 

The  report  of  the  committee,  adverse  to  the 
reduction  of  the  compensation  of  members  of 
Congress,  with  the  amendment,  going  to  alter  the 
tenor  of  that  report,  was  next  on  the  orders  of  the 
dav. 

Mr.  Barbour  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Roberts,  considering  this  motion  as  pro- 
posing a  final  disposition  of  the  subject  for  the 
present  session,  required  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question 
were  taken  accordingly,  as  follows: 

Ykis— Messrs.  Barbour,  Eaton,  Elliott,  Gaillard, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Mills,  Otis,  PleasanU, 
Sanford,  Stokes,  Walker  of  Georgia,  and  Williams  of 
Tennessee — 17. 

Nats — Messrs.  Dana,  Dickerson,  Holmes  of  Mis- 
sissippi, Knight,  Lowrie,  Macun,  Morril,  Noble,  Pal- 
mer, Roberts,  Ruggles,  Smith,  Southard,  Talbot,  Tay- 
lor, Thomas,  Trimble,  Walker  of  Alabama,  and  Wil- 
Hams  of  Mississippi — 19. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  lay  the  report  on  the 
table,  and  proceeded  to  consider  it. 

Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  sup- 
ported by  an  argument  on  the  merits  of  the  propo- 
sition, the  report  was  postponed  to  Thursday  next. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  question  still  being  on  the  follow- 
ing amendment,  proposed  by  Mr.  Roberts  : 

Sic.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thst  the  bills 
or  notes  of  the  Offices  of  Discount  and  Dcposite  of 
the  said  bank,  excepting  those  of  the  office  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  originally  made  payable,  or  which 
aball  have  become  payable  on  demand,  shall  be  receiv' 
able  in  all  paymenU  to  the  United  Sutes,  only  in  the 
States  and  Territories  in  which  they  are  made  paya- 
ble, and  in  the  States  and  Territories  in  which  no 
Office  of  Discount  and  Deposite  shall  be  esUblisbed, 
any  thing  in  the  fourteenth  section  of  the  act  incor- 
f)oraling  the  sub«:ribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Statea,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding:  Provided, 
That  all  notes  of  the  denomination  of  fire  dollars, 
issued  either  by  the  bank  or  any  of  its  Offices  of  Dis* 


count  and  Deposite,  made  payable  on  demand,  shall 
be  receivable  at  the  bank  or  any  of  its  offices :  And 
provided  further,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the 
directors  of  the  said  bank  to  eslablikh  more  than  oo« 
Office  of  Discount  and  Deposite  in  any  Stale,  without 
the  consent  of  the  Legislature  thereof,  first  had  and 
obtained. 

Sic.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  mach 
of  the  second  and  fourteenth  fundamental  articles  of 
the  constitution  of  said  bank,  contained  in  the  elev- 
enth section  of  the  act  incorporating  the  subscribers 
thereto,  as  provides  that  no  director  of  the  ssid  bank, 
or  any  of  its  Offices  of  Discount  and  Deposite,  shall 
hold  hi&  office  more  than  three  years  out  of  four  in 
succession,  be,  and  the  name  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sic.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  direc- 
tora  of  the  said  corporation  shall  cause  a  Kst  of  the 
stockholders  of  the  said  bank,  together  with  their 
places  of  residence,  to  be  kept  in  the  banking  house 
at  Philadelphia,  open  to  the  inspection  of  any  and 
ev*!ry  stockholder  of  said  bank  who  may  apply  for  the 
same  within  the  hours  of  business,  for  at  least  ninety 
days  previously  to  every  annas  I  election  of  directors, 
and  no  person  who  may  be  entitled  to  vote  at  any 
election  for  directors  of  said  bank,  as  attorney,  proxy, 
or  agent,  for  any  other  person,  copartnership,  or  body 
politic,  shall,  as  such,  give  a  greater   number  than 

votes,  under  any  pretence  whatsoever,  and  no 

letter  of  proxy  shall  be  of  any  force  or  efiect  longer 
than years,  or  until  it  shall  have  been  revoked. 

Sic.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  whenever 
the  said  corporation  assent  to  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  and  certify  such  assent  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  Department  by  writing,  duly  authenticated, 
this  act  shall  be  of  full  force  and  efiect,  and  not  other- 
wise. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  first  section  of 
this  amendment,  it  was  rejected  by  the  following 
vote: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Dana,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Elliott, 
Roberts,  Taylor,  and  Williams  of  Mississippi — 7. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Chandler,  Eaton, 
Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi, 
Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  New 
York,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Mills,  Noble,  Otis, 
Palmer,  PleasanU,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Smith,  Southard, 
Stokea,  Talbot,  'I'icheoor,  Trimble.  Walker  of  Ala- 
bama, Walker  of  Georgia,  and  Williams  of  Tennes- 
see—30. 

The  remainder  of  the  amendment  was  thea 
also  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowrie,  the  following  pro- 
vision, being  the  last  in  the  bill,  and  among  the 
penalties  for  defrauding  the  bank,  was  stricken 
out,  viz : 

"And  by  standing  in  a  pillory  not  more  than  three 
times,  in  open  day,  in  some  public  place,  during  one 
hour  at  a  time,  which  atanding  in  a  pillory,  when  in- 
flicted more  than  once,  shall  be  on  dinerent  days." 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  as 
amended,  and  read  a  third  time,  by  the  following 
vote: 

YiAs — Messrs.  Barbour,  Dana,  Dickerson,  Eaton, 
Edwards,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes 
of  Mississippi,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  John- 
son of  Louisiana,  King  of  New  York,  Mills,  Morril, 
Otis,  Parrot,  Pleasants,  RoberU,  Sanford,  Southard, 
Stokes,  Tichenor,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of 
Georgia,  and  Williams  of  MississipfM — 26. 
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Nat»— Mewr».  Chandler,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  MacoD, 
Noble,  Palmer,  Rugglea,  Smith,  Talbot,  and  Trim- 
U»-10. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Knight,  who  slated  that 
he  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  he  was  excused  from  voting  on  the  pre- 
ceding questions. 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  establish  an  uniform  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States 
was  read  the  third  time. 

On  the  question,  "  Shall  this  bill  pass?',  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  23,  nays  19, 
as  follows : 

YiA»— Me^ra.  Brown,  Dana,  Dicker«>n,  Edwarda, 
Elliott,  Gaillard,  Horaey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Louia- 
iana.  Knight,  Lanman,  Mills,  Noble,  OUs,  Parrott, 
Sanford,  Southard,  Stokea,  Taylor,  Thomaa,  Van 
Dyke,  and  Williama  of  Mississippi. 

Nat»— Meaars.  Barbour,  Chandler,  Eaton,  Holmes 
of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, King  of  Alabama,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Morril, 
Pleaaants,  Roberte,  Ruggles,  Smith,  Talbot,  Trimble, 
Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia,  and  WU- 
liama  of  Tennessee. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  the  said  bill  do  pass ; 
and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act  to  establish 
a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the 
United  States." 


Tuesday.  February  20. 


The  President  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  with  a  transcript  of  all  the 
lists  of  passengers  taken  on  board  ships  and  ves- 
sels in  foreign  ports  and  places,  which  arrived  in 
the  United  States  from  the  first  of  October,  1819, 
to  the  30th  September,  1820,  inclusive ;  and  the 
letter  and  transcript  were  read. 

Mr.  Horsey  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Threlkeld  and  Joseph  Brooks,  ol  Georgetown,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  authority  to 
close  a  certain  public  road  in  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington, in  said  district ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  Tichenor  presented  the  petition  of  Jose- 
phus  B.  Stuart,  late  paymaster  of  the  29th  regi- 
ment of  infantry,  praying  that  certain  lots  of  land 
in  Ohio  may  be  received  in  discharge  of  a  balance 
due  by  him  to  the  United  States ;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  RoGGLEs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred  by  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate  of  the  7th  instant,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  David  Cooper ;  which  was  read, 
and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred  by  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate  of  the  12th  instant,  reported  a  bill 
oonceming  vessels  employed  in  the  fisheries ;  it 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred   the  bill  from  the 


House  of  Representatives,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Robert  Buntin,"  reported  it  with  an 
amendment ;  which  was  read. 

The  bill  supplemental  to  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  commissioners 
to  lay  out  the  road  therein  mentioned,"  and  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Koo-na-noo-lus-kee,  or  Chal- 
lenge, one  of  the  tribe  of  the  Cherokee  Indians, 
were  severally  read  the  second  time. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  Jared  E.  Groce,  was 
taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures,  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  T. 
Dobson  &.  Son,  was  taken  up  and  concurred  in. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  charters  of  certain  banks 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  postponed  to  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  next. 

The  bill  "further  to  establish  the  compensa- 
tion of  the  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," as  amended,  was  taken  up ;  and  the  bill 
having  been  further  amended,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  "  to  incorporate  the 
subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  pas54?d,  and  sent  to  the  House 
for  concurrence. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  reduce  and  fix  the  Military  Peace  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States,"  together  with  the 
amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs;  and  it  was  postponed  to  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  resolution  instructing  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee to  bring  in  a  resolution  extending  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  to  the  State  of  Missouri  was 
taken  up,  and  then  Mr.  Willia.mh,  of  Tennessee, 
the  mover  of  it,  so  modified  it  as  to  include  also 
the  territory  of  Florida ;  and  then  the  resolution 
was  again  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Barbodr  submitted  the  following  motions 
for  consideration :  .  . 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  jom 
such  committee  as  may  be  apj>ointed  by  the  House  of 
RepresenUtives  to  wait  on  the  Preeident  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  notify  him  of  his  re-election  to  the  office 
of  President  of  the  United  Slates. 

Resolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United  SUtea 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  transmitted  to  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins,  Esquire,  of  New  York,  Vice  President  of 
the  United  Sutes,  a  notification  of  his  re-election  to 
that  office. 


MISSOURI. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  resolution  declaring  the 
admission  of  the  State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Roherts  was  taken  up, 
and  was  modified  by  the  mover,  so  as  to  read  as 
follows : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembUd,  That  the  State  of  Mifsouri  shall  be  and  m 
hereby  declared  one  of  ihe  United  Statea  of  America, 
and  is  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footmg 
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with  the  original  States  in  all  respects  whatever :  Pro- 
titled,  That  the  following  be  taken  as  fundamental 
conditions  and  terms  upon  which  the  said  State  is  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union,  namely  :  that  the  foarth  clauae 
of  the  twenty-sixth  section  of  the  third  article  of  the 
constitution,  submitted  by  the  people  of  Missouri  to 
the  consideration  of  Congress,  shall,  aa  aoon  aa  the 
provisions  of  the  said  constitution  will  admit,  be  ao 
modified  that  it  aball  not  be  applicable  to  any  deacrip- 
tion  of  persons  who  may  now  be  or  hereafter  ahall  be- 
come citizens  of  any  State  in  this  Union ;  and  that, 
until  ao  modified,  no  law  passed  in  conformity  thereto 
shall  be  construed  to  exclude  any  citizen  of  either 
State  in  this  Union  from  the  enjoyment  of  any  of  the 
privileges  and  immunities  to  which  such  citizen  is  en- 
titled under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

After  some  debate,  this  resolution  was,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Eaton,  seconded  by  Mr.  Van 
Dyke  and  Mr.  Southard,  postponed  to  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow.  Mr.  Talbot 
and  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  at  first  opposed 
the  pastponement,  but,  when  time  was  asked  by 
members  in  order  to  examine  more  fully  the  reso- 
lution, they  ceased  their  opposition. 


Wednesday,  February  21. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  John  B. 
Lemaitre,  of  South  Carolina,  merchant,  praying 
the  restitution  of  the  amount  of  an  export  bond 
paid  by  him,  for  rea.sons  stated  in  the  petition  ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  Edwards  presented  the  petition  of  the  in- 
habitants of,  and  settlers  on,  the  military  bounty 
lands  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  praying  the  estab- 
lishment of  post  offices  and  post  routes  therein ; 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Sanford,  the  Committee  on 
Finance  were  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  "report  of  the  joint  committee  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Ohio^  on  the  subject  of  the  suit 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  against  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Slate." 

Mr.  DicKERsoN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  authorize  the  collectors  of  customs 
to  pay  debentures  issued  on  the  exportation  of  loaf 
sugar,  and  spirits  distilled  from  molasses,"  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Doak,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  William  Doak 
and  Noble  Osborne ;  and  the  report  and  bill  were 
read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  thesame  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Caldwell  and 
others,  purchasers  of  lots  in  Shawneeiown,  made 
a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  remit 
the  instalments  due  on  certain  lots  in  Shawnee- 
town,  in  the  State  of  Illinois;  and  the  report  and 
bill  were  read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 


Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Bartholo- 
mew Shaumburg,  made  a  report  accompanied  bj 
a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  yesterday,  to  appoint  a  Joint  committee  to  wait 
on  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  and  to  notify 
him  of  his  re-election,  and  agreed  thereto  j  and 
Messrs.  Barbour  and  King,  of  New  York,  were 
appointed  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
yesterday,  requesting  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  to  notify  the  Vice  President  of  his  re-elec- 
tion ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  {<x 
adjusting  the  claims  to  land  and  establishing  land 
offices  in  the  districts  east  of  the  island  of  New 
Orleans ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Coop- 
er; and  the  bill  concerning  vessels  employed  in 
the  fisheries  ;  were  severally  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  further  to  establish  the  compensation  of 
the  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage,  and  for  other  purposes,  hav- 
ing been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Talbot  gave  notice  that  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  extend  the 
judicial  authority  of  the  United  States  over  the 
State  of  Missouri. 

MISSOURI. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  following  resolu- 
tion, offered  by  Mr.  Roberts  : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represents^ 
lives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  tts^ 
sembUd,  That  the  State  of  Missouri  shall  be,  and  is 
hereby  declared,  one  of  the  United  Statea  of  America, 
and  is  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States  in  all  respects  whatever:  Pro- 
vided,  That  the  following  be  taken  aa  fundamental 
conditions  and  terms  upon  which  the  said  State  is  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union,  namelj  :  that  the  fourth  clause 
of  the  twenty-sixth  section  of  the  third  article  of  the 
constitution  submitted  by  the  people  of  Missouri  to 
the  consideration  of  Congress,  shaJl,  as  aoon  aa  the 
provisions  of  said  constitution  will  admit,  be  so  mod- 
ified, that  it  shall  not  be  applicable  to  any  description 
of  persons  who  may  now  be,  or  hereafter  shall  become, 
citizens  of  any  State  in  thia  Union ;  and  that,  until  «o 
modified,  no  law,  passed  in  conformity  thereto,  shall 
be  construed  to  exclude  any  dtizena  of  either  State  in 
this  Union  firom  the  enjoyment  of  any  of  the  privilegae 
and  immunities  to  which  such  citizen  is  entitled  under 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Much  debate  took  place  on  the  merits  of  the 
resolution,  as  well  as  on  the  expediency  of  now 
acting  on  it,  in  the  course  of  which  Mr.  Barbour 
moved  to  strike  out  the  proviso,  but  subsequently 
withdrew  the  motion.  The  resolution  was  advo- 
cated by  Mesrrs.  Roberts,  Lowrie,  and  Barboub, 
and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Smith  and  Yak 
Dyke. 

Mr.  Lowrie,  after  observing  that  the  resolutioa 
had  been  brought  forward  by  those  who  had  op- 
posed the  former  resolution  of  the  Senate,  from  a 
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sincere  desire  to  see  the  State  admitted,  and  with 
the  view  of  meeting  gentlemen  on  the  other  side, 
as  far  as  they  could  ;  but,  as  the  proposition  ap- 
peared not  to  be  acceptable  to  them,  he,  for  one. 
would  not  press  it  on  them,  and  therefore  moved 
its  indefinite  postponement. 

This  motion  was  negatived — yeas  24,  nays  18, 
jiji  follows  c 

Yeas— Mes8r».Brown, Chandler, Dickerfon,  Eaton, 
Horaej,  King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Macon, 
Mills,  Noble,  Otia,  Sanford,  Smith,  Southard,  Tich- 
enor,  Van  Djke,  and  Williams  of  Miuisaippi. 

Nats — MeMfs.  Barbour,  Dana,  Edwards,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of 
Alabama,  Knight,  Morril,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Pleasants, 
Robert*,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Trimble, 
Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia,  and  Williams 
of  Tennessee. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  made  an  unsuc- 
cessful motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table, 
with  the  vie^  of  taking  up  the  Army  bill. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  renewed  the  motion 
previously  made  and  withdrawn  by  Mr.  Barbodr, 
to  strike  from  the  resolution  all  the  proviso,  as 
follows : 

"  Provided,  That  the  following  be  taken  as  funda- 
menUl  conditions  and  terms  upon  which  the  said 
State  is  admitted  into  the  Union,  namely :  that  the 
fourth  clause  of  the  twenty-sixth  section  of  the  third 
article  of  the  constitution,  submitted  by  the  people  of 
Missouri  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  shall,  as 
soon  as  (he  provisions  of  said  constitution  will  admit, 
be  fio  modified,  that  it  shall  not  impair  the  privileges 
or  immunities  of  any  description  of  persons  who  may 
now  be,  or  hereafter  shall  become,  citizens  of  any  8l«te 
in  this  Union  ;  and  that,  until  so  modified,  no  law, 
passed  in  conformity  thereto,  shall  be  construed  to  ex- 
dude  any  citizen  of  either  State  in  thia  Union,  from 
the  enjoyment  of  any  of  the  privileges  and  immunities 
to  which  sQch  citizen  is  entitled  under  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States." 

The  motion  was  decided,  without  debate,  in  the 
negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Ybas— Messrs.  Brown,  G^iIIard,  Holmes  of  Missis- 
sippi, King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Macon, 
Mills,  Olis,  Sanford,  Smith,  Tichenor,  Van  Dyke, 
Walktr  of  Alabama,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and 
Williams  of  Tennessee — 15. 

Mais— Messr».  Barbour,  Chandler,  Dana,  Dick- 
erson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Hor- 
sey, Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Morril,  Noble,  Palmer,  Par- 
rott, Pleasantj,  RoberU,  Southard,  Stokes,  Talbot, 
Taylor  Thomas,  Trimble,  and  Walker  of  Georgia— 27. 
Mr.  Bbown  moved  to  amend  the  proviso  so  as 
to  deprive  it  of  its  injunction  on  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri to  amend  its  constitution  in  the  clause  re- 
ferred to,  and  leave  it  to  read,  that  the  clatise 
**  should  not  be  so  construed  as  to  impair  the  priv- 
ileees  of  citizens  of  other  States,"  &c. 

Mr.  Roberts  objected  to  this  amendment,  as  it 
would  change  the  whole  principle  of  the  proviso, 
and  give  the  resolution  such  a  shape  as  would 
compel  him  to  oppose  it 

Mr.  Brown  maintained  his  motion  at  some 
length.    Ilad  the  resolution  come  from  the  other 


House  in  the  shape  it  now  was,  he  should  perhsms 
vote  for  it,  for  the  sake  of  closing  this  lone  stand- 
ing and  disagreeable  question,  to  accomplish  which 
be  was  willing  to  make  great  sacrifices ;  but  he 
was  not  ready  to  play  so  bold  a  game  as  to  volun- 
teer to  the  other  House  a  surrender  of  the  whole 
principle  for  which  they  contended ;  especially  as 
the  Senate  had  already  tendered  to  it  one  propo- 
sition, which  had  been  there  rejected.  A  com- 
promise to  the  extent  the  proviso  went  would  be 
time  enough  when  it  came  from  the  other  House. 

Mr.  Talbot  conceived  that  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Brown  would  be  mischievous 
and  produce  no  good.  On  so  great  a  subject^  and 
to  settle  a  question  so  momentous,  he  was  willing 
to  give  up  something,  and  hold  out  to  the  other 
fide  the  hand  of  compromise ;  but  it  was  certainly 
a  question  which  every  one  was  to  settle  with  his 
own  conscience. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Brown's  mo- 
tion, it  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Trimble  moved  to  amend  the  proviso,  by 
adding  thereto  the  following  clause : 

And  provided,  aUo,  That  the  8th  article  of  the  said 
constitution  [the  article  authorizing  the  establishment 
of  banks,]  shall  be  annulled  as  soon  as  said  constitu- 
tion, in  conformity  with  the  provisions  ther^f,  is  sub- 
ject to  amendment. 

This  amendment  was  rejected  without  debate, 
and  without  division. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  ordering  the  res- 
olution to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time ; 
and  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows : 

YxAS— Messrs.  Barbour,  Edwards,  EllioU,  Holmes 
of  Maine,  Horsey,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of 
Louisiana,  Lowrie,  Morril,  Parrott,  PleasanU.  RoberU» 
Southard,  Stokes  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Walker  of 
Georgia,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee — 19. 

Nats— Messrs.  Brown,  Chandler,  Dana.Dickerson, 
Eaton,  Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, King  of  New  York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Macon, 
Mills,  Noble,  Otis,  Palmer.  Buggies,  Sanford,  Smith, 
Tichenor,  Trimble,  Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabama, 
and  Williams  of  Mississippi — 24. 

So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

MILITARY  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  from  the  other  House  to  reduce  the  Army, 
and  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  to  the 
Senate  the  considerations  which  induced  the  com- 
mittee to  recommend  the  modifications  which  they 
had  reported  to  the  bill.  He  went  into  a  detailed 
view  of  the  subject,  of  the  posts  necessary  to  be 
maintained,  the  proper  distribution  of  the  forces, 
dec,  to  show  that  the  service  required  the  number 
of  regiments  proposed  by  the  substitute ;  also  to 
show  that  the  staff  ought  to  be  constituted  ^"IV^^ 
posed  by  the  amendment ;  that  the  cost  of  the 
organization  proposed  by  the  substitute  would  be 
but  a  small  sum  more  than  that  proposed  by  the 
other  House ;  that  they  had  varied  from  the  bill 
of  the  other  House  only  in  features  which  they 
deemed  of  importance,  leaving  others,  to  some  pf 


I 


H 


Fbbbuaby,  1621. 


Prooeeduufs. 


SlMATl^ 


which  there  was  some  objections,  as  the  otheif 
House  had  passed  them. 
The  principal  objection  which  Mr.  Walker,  of 

Georgia,  had  to  the  details  of  this  bill,  or  the 
amendment,wastheamalgamationof  the  ordnance 
corps  with  that  of  the  artillery  ;  to  show  the  inex- 
pediency of  which,  he  offered  a  few  arguments, 
and  added  some  observations  on  the  impolicy  of 
the  whole  plan  of  reduction,  to  which  he  was  op- 
posed, conceiving  it  incompatible  with  considera- 
tions of  true  economy,  and  for  which  he  should 
vote  with  reluctance. 

Mr.  Ticbenor  offered  his  views  at  large  on  the 
subject  of  reduction,  and  of  the  modes  proposed  ; 
and  also  submitted  a  number  of  remarss  on  the 
present  organization  of  the  Army,  in  its  supply 
department  particularly,  to  show  its  great  and  un- 
exampled excellence,  both  in  efiiciency  and  econ- 
omy ;  also,  to  prove  the  inexpediency  of  consoli- 
dating the  ordnance  and  artillery  corps;  and  in 
favor  of  leaving  the  system  established  in  1815 
relative  to  the  ordnance  department  untouched. 

Mr.  Dana  objected  to  that  clause  of  the  amend- 
ment which  proposes  to  merge  the  ordnance  de- 
partment in  the  artillery,  as  it  proposed  to  abolish 
a  separate  superintendence  and  control  of  the  pub- 
lic military  property,  and  the  responsibility  wnich 
ought  to  attach  to  those  officers  discharging  those 
duties,  and  explained  his  views  at  some  length ; 
he  preferred  the  provision  in  the  bill  of  the  other 
Hou^e. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  4th  section  of  the  amendment  which  merges 
the  ordnance  in  the  artillery,  giving  the  President 
power  to  select  artillery  officers  to  perform  the 
present  ordnance  duties,  giving  them  extra  pay 
therefor,  dec,  and  to  insert  m  lieu  thereof  a  clause  to 
retain  the  ordnance  corps  as  at  present  established. 

Mr.  Trimble  opposed  this  motion,  and  spoke  to 
obviate  the  objections  which  had  been  urged  by 
Messrs.  Dana  and  Walker  against  the  proposed 
consolidation  of  the  two  corps,  and  referred  to  its 
operation  and  effect  to  show  its  expediency  in  the 
organization  of  our  Army. 

Mr.  Otis  advocated  the  motion  to  amend,  being 
always  in  favor  of  maintaining  existing  establish- 
ments which  there  were  not  strong  and  clear  rea- 
souM  for  changing,  which  reasons  did  not  exist  for 
the  present  change,  but  on  the  contrary  they  were 
adverse  to  it ;  he  would  therefore  prefer  the  provi- 
sion of  the  other  House  in  preference  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  explained  the  dif- 
ference of  cost  in  the  two  plans,  showing  that  the 
mode  proposed  by  the  committee  would  make  a 
saving  of  $S2,000;  that,  besides  this  reason,  the 
ordnance  corps  wanted  revision,  and  spoke  to  show 
that  the  duties  would  be  better  discharged  by  an 
amalgamation  ;  that  it  would  practice  the  artillery 
officers  in  the  performance  of  those  duties,  &c. 

Messrs.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  Tichenor,  and 
Trimble,  severally  spoke  repeatedly  to  enforce 
their  views  of  this  matter  of  detail. 

The  question  being  taken  tirst  on  striking  out 
the 4th  section,  it  was  negatived — yeas  18,  nays  19. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  on  the  table. 


THDRsnAY,  February  22. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  me^ 
morial  of  the  convention  convened  pursuant  to  the 
act  of  Congress  "  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Ala- 
bama territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
government,"  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  State 
of  Alabama,  sugi^esting  the  expediency  and  poUcy 
of  annexing  to  that  State  so  much  of  the  country 
lately  ceded  by  Spain  as  lies  west  of  the  Appala- 
chicola  river,  and  declaring  their  consent  to  sucb 
annexation;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public- 
Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  by  reso- 
lution of  the  6th  December,  reported  a  bill  to  de- 
signate the  boundaries  of  a  land  district  and  for 
the  establishment  of  a  land  office  in  the  State  of 
Indiana ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  RoGGLEs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  supplementary  to 
an  act  passed  on  the  5th  of  April,  1820,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Harding,  Giles 
Harding,  John  Shute,  and  John  Nichols,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  15th  instant,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dean  WeymouUij 
which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 
Slocum,  made  a  report,  acompanied  by  a  resolu- 
tion, that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  not  granted, 
and  that  he  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Cahoone,  made  a 
report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer 
of  the  petition  be  not  granted,  and  that  the  peti- 
tioner have  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  12th  of  Decem- 
ber to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending 
the  judiciary  laws,  so  as  to  authorize  writs  of  error 
in  criminal  cases,  reported  that  it  is  inexpedient  to 
legislate  on  the  subject;  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Greneral  Land  Office  to  remit  the  instalments  due 
on  certain  lots  in  Shawneetown,  in  the  State  of 
Illinois  ;  and  the  bill  giving  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion to  William  Doak  and  Noble  Osborne ;  were 
severally  read  the  second  lime. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  memorial  of  Bar- 
tholomew Shaumburg ;  and  in  concurrence  there* 
with,  resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  select  committee  on  reducing  the  al- 
lowances authorized  by  law  for  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress,  and  for  the  Executive  Departments; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Barbour,  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  the  bill 
which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Samuel  Tucker,  late  a  Captain  in  the 
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Navy  of  the  United  States ;"  with  an  amendment. 
They  have  also  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  fix  and  equalize  the  pay  of  the  officers  in  the 
Armj  of  the  United  States;"  a  resolution  provid- 
ing lor  jails  in  certain  cases,  for  the  safe  custody 
of  persons  committed  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States ;  and  a  resolution  for  the  apnoint- 
ment  of  a  joint  committee  to  report  the  subjects 
proper  to  be  acted  on  during  the  present  session ; 
m  which  amendment,  bill,  and  resolutions,  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

MILITARY  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  reduce  and  fix  the  Military  Peace  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States,"  together  with  the 
amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  DicxERSON  proposed  to  amend  the  said 
amendment  by  striking  out  of  section  nine,  lines 
one,  two,  and  three,  the  words  "  that  there  shall 
be  one  judge  advocate  with  an  annual  salary  of 
two  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  DiCKERSON  said,  if  the  amendment  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Afiairs,  to  the  bill  sent 
from  the  House  of  Representatives,  proposed  an 
equal  reduction  of  the  army  with  that  bill,  and  an 
equal  reduction  of  the  officers  of  the  army,  he 
should  prefer  it  to  the  bill,  because  it  proposed 
some  improvement  in  the  organization  of  the  force 
to  be  retained  ;  but  this,  said  he,  is  far  from  being 
the  case.  The  army,  as  proposed  by  the  bill,  is 
composed  of  skeleton  regiments,  but  that  proposed 
by  the  amendment  is  a  much  nearer  approach  to 
an  army  of  officers.  The  reduction  is  to  fall 
chiefly  upon  the  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates.  The  nearest  approach  we  can  make  to 
the  bill,  except  in  organization,  the  belter.  Re- 
trenchment is  the  object,  and  it  ought  to  fall  in 
due  proportion  upon  the  most  expensive  part  of 
the  army.  But,  sir,  we  know  that  a  considerable 
part  of  the  Senate  is  opposed  to  any  reduction  of 
the  army,  and  we  have  just  heard  a  gentleman 
say,  upon  this  floor,  he  would  willingly  vote  for 
an  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 

The  army  which  it  is  proposed  by  the  amend- 
ment to  retain  in  the  service,  although  unnecessa- 
rily large,  and  calculated  to  add  to  the  embarrass- 
ments of  our  exhausted  Treasury,  is  not  such  as  to 
excite  any  alarm  as  to  the  liberties  of  our  country, 
although  history  furnishes  us  with  numerous  in- 
stances of  revolutions,  effected  by  armies  of  no 
peater  numbers.  But,  the  exertions  which  have 
been  made,  and  I  fear  successfully  made,  to  pro- 
duce a  revolution  in  the  public  mind,  upon  the 
subject  of  standing  armies  in  time  of  peace,  I  will 
confess,  fill  me  with  apprehension  that  our  liber- 
ties after  a  war  or  two  more  are  to  be  controlled 
by  our  standing  armies.  The  apathy  of  the  people 
upon  this  subject,  to  judge  from  their  silence, 
would  indicate  that  their  former  jealousies  of  per- 
manently standing  armies,  by  some  strange  influ- 
ence, had  been  put  to  rest  forever  j  and  if  so,  the 
fundamental  principles  of  our  free  Qovernment 


will  soon  be  abandoned  for  something  more  splen-> 
did.  The  presses,  once  the  guardians  of  our  lib- 
erties, are  now  silent  upon  this  subject,  or  advo- 
cate the  present  establishment  of  the  army ;  and 
not  a  breath  is  heard  against  it  except  upon  the 
floor  of  Congress. 

A  respectable  army  in  time  of  peace,  by  which 
at  present  we  are  to  understand  a  force  of  about 
12,664  men,  is  spoken  of  with  as  little  concern  as 
if  such  an  establishment  was  of  the  essence  of  our 
Government. 

Parents  calculate  to  educate  their  sons  to  the 
profession  of  arms,  as  a  provision  for  life,  as  they 
would  do  to  the  profession  of  medicine,  law,  or 
divinity. 

Many  who  have  provided  for  their  sons  in  the 
army,  and  many  wno  wish  to  provide  for  their 
sons  in  the  army,  find  their  minds  strangely  altered 
upon  this  subject;  and  they  begin  to  view  as 
chimerical  and  ridiculous  their  former  fears  of  a 
military  government.  If  we  may  judge  of  the 
future  by  the  past,  the  standing  army  is  to  make  a 
most  rapid  progress  in  this  country.  Every  cir- 
cumstance attending  the  army  indicates  this,  but 
excites  little  apprehension  in  the  minds  of  the 
people,  who  must  bear  the  burden.  In  thirty  years 
from  this  time  an  army  of  50,000  men  will  be 
considered  as  a  very  moderate  peace  establish- 
ment. 

If  we  succeed  in  reducing  the  army  now,  it  will 
not  be  because  it  is  against  the  genius  of  our  Gov- 
ernment to  keep  up  such  an  establishment  in  lime 
of  peace,  but  because  our  revenues  fail  us ;  it  will 
be  because  a  resort  to  measures  calculated  to  save 
the  army,  as  at  present  established,  would  not  be 
exactly  calculated  to  save  ourselves.  Loans,  if 
frequently  repeated  in  time  of  peace,  are  pernicious 
and  dangerous  expedients.  Direct  taxes  would 
lead  to  certain  inquiries  which  might  be  extremely 
troublesome  to  us  who  are  responsible  for  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  moneys.  We  shall  be 
told,  that,  with  a  surplus  of  five  millions  in  our 
Treasury  four  years  ago,  we  have,  in  time  of  pro- 
found peace,  been  obliged  to  borrow  three  millions 
last  session,  and  must  borrow  more  this — for  no 
taxes  can  save  us  from  this  necessity. 

I  should  wish  to  see  the  army  reduced  to  five 
thousand  men  in  time  of  peace,  when  no  enemy 
threatens  to  molest  us,  even  if  our  finances  were 
in  the  most  prosperous  train.  But  a  reduction 
which  principle  would  render  proper,  our  empty 
Treasury  will  render  necessary ;  and  but  for  this 
necessity  no  reduction  would  take  place,  if  our 
country  was  not  in  distress — if  our  finances  were 
not  embarrassed,  the  army,  as  at  present  estab- 
lished, would  be  permanently  fixed  upon  us.  No 
efforts  of  those  who  think  such  a  force  unneces- 
sary for  our  defence,  or  dangerous  to  our  liberties, 
would  have  the  least  avail.  The  peace  establish- 
ment would  go  on  to  increase,  but  never  to  de- 
crease, from  this  time  forward. 

The  lime  was,  about  twenty  years  ago,  when  a 

certain  party  made  prodigious   clamors   against 

standing  armies  in  time  of  peace;  but  times  have 

altered,  and  I  fear  we  have  altered  with  them. 

For  my  own  part,  however,  I  like  to  look  back 


to  the  period  when  our  Government  was  first  es- 
tablished— when  its  fundamental  principles  were 
more  duly  appreciated  than  they  are  now — when 
we  were  swayed  bv  political  maxims  that  had 
been  rendered  sacrea  by  the  Revolution. 

And  if,  by  comparison  and  examination,  we 
find  that  we  have  deviated  from  the  courses  then 
pursued;  that  we  have  advanced  in  measures  then 
condemned  as  dangerous  to  our  Government,  a  re- 
trograde movement  should  be  prescribed.  An  ap- 
proach to  first  principles  should  be  attempted. 
But  in  nothing  is  this  more  necessary  than  in  a 
rigid  economy  in  the  expenditure  of  public  moneys, 
and  a  proper  and  necessary  jealousy  to  be  ob- 
served towards  a  standing  army  in  time  of  j)eace. 
These  sentiments,  I  know,  are  somewhat  unfash- 
ionable at  present ;  they  are  considered  as  illiberal, 
contracted,  calculated  only  for  the  short-sighted 
politicians  of  the  early  stages  of  our  Government — 
not  suited  to  the  lofty  and  expanded  views  of  the 
statesmen  of  the  present  day.  But  these  are  sen- 
timents of  which  I  am  very  tenacious.  P'ormer 
principles  (perhaps  I  should  say  prejudices)  have 
taken  deep  root  in  my  mind.  I  delight  in  the 
simplicity  and  economy  of  our  early  establish- 
ments. And,  as  good  old  fashions  sometimes  re- 
yive,  I  cannot  but  hope  that  these  discarded  prin- 
ciples, now  covered  with  obloquy  and  ridicule, 
may  again  become  the  favorites  of  those  at  least 
who  cherished  them  twenty  years  ago. 

Sir,  the  present  embarrassed  condition  of  our 
finances,  and  the  general  distress  of  our  country, 
will  produce  a  salutary  change  in  the  minds  and 
views  of  our  citizens  generally,  which  could  not 
have  been  hoped  for  in  limes  of  prosperity.  The 
most  beneficial  effects  result,  not  unfrequently,  as 
well  from  national  as  individual  calamity.  It  is 
the  part  of  wisdom  to  profit  by  the  lessons  such 
times  afford. 

In  order  to  form  a  just  estimate  of  what  may  be 
expected  from  a  standing  army  in  this  country,  it 
will  be  well  to  consider  what  has  happened  in  the 
land  from  which  we  derive  our  origin.  Charles 
II.,  after  his  restoration,  when  he  found  it  neces- 
sary to  disband  his  army,  retained  in  his  service 
one  thousand  horse  and  four  thousand  foot  under 
Monk,  who  had  betrayed  the  commonwealth. 
This  tbrce  was  retained  for  guards  and  garrisons. 
And  this  was  the  first  appearance  of  a  regular 
standing  army  in  England,  under  a  monarchy.  I 
do  not  speak  of  the  very  ingenious  plans  of  Oliver 
Cromwell  to  fix  an  army  on  that  nation. 

James  II.  was  anxious  to  increase  his  army,  and 
in  his  speech  to  Parliament,  immediately  after 
Monmouth's  rebellion,  he  says:  "but  when  I  re- 
'  fleet  what  an  inconsiderable  number  of  men  be- 
'  gan  it,  (the  rebellion,)  and  how  long  they  car- 
'  ried  it  on  without  any  opposition,  I  hope  eve- 
'  ry  body  will  be  convinced  that  the  militia,  which 
'  hath  hitherto  been  so  much  depended  on,  is  not 
'  sufficient  for  such  occasion.s,  and  that  there  is 
'  nothing  but  a  good  force  of  well  disciplined 
'  troops,  in  constant  pay,  that  can  defend  us  from 

*  such  as,  either  at  home  or  abroad,  are  disposed 

*  to  disturb  us !"  Here  we  have  royal  doctrine,  as 
well  in  favor  of  the  army  as  against  the  militia. 


This  speech,  says^he  historian,  equally  surprised 
both  Houses  of  Parliament  and  the  whole  king- 
dom, when  it  came  to  be  published ;  notwithstand- 
ing which,  the  Parliament  enabled  him  to  increase 
his  army  from  seven  thousand  to  fifteen  thousand 
men ;  and  subsequently  to  thirty  thousand  men, 
when  his  kingdom  was  invaded  by  his  dear  nephew 
and  son-in-law,  the  Prince  of  Orange.  His  army, 
then,  in  imitation  of  other  armies,  deserted  him  ; 
and,  having  no  confidence  in  his  subjects,  he  ab- 
dicated his  throne. 

King  William,  after  establishing  himself  upon 
the  throne,  was  obliged  to  disband  his  army  ;  but 
he  was  extremely  anxious  to  retain  a  large  peace 
establishment ;  in  this  he  was  opposed  by  his  own 
friends,  the  whigs,  who  had  brought  him  over. 
And,  notwithstanding  he  was  the  best  monarch 
that  nation  ever  imported  to  rule  over  them ;  not- 
withstanding his  remonstrances  and  even  entrea- 
ties, in  favor  of  his  army;  notwithstanding  the 
cry  excited  and  kept  up  from  one  end  of  theking- 
dom  to  the  other,  that  the  church  and  the  monar- 
chy were  in  danger ;  the  Parliament  were  inflex- 
ible, and  obliged  him  to  reduce  his  forces  to  ten 
thousand  men,  and  subsequently  to  seven  thousand. 
If  I  should  attempt  to  point  out  the  most  brilliant 
period  in  the  parliamentary  history  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, I  should  select  this,  when  the  Parliament  thus 
obliged  the  King  to  reduce  his  army,  and,  what 
was  still  more  mortifying  to  him,  to  send  home  hb 
favorite  Dutch  guards.  Let  it  be  remembered, 
however,  that,  wnen  they  thus  reduced  the  army, 
they  made  a  larger  provision  for  the  sea  service: 
they  did  not  consider  an  increased  navy  as  at  all 
dangerous  to  their  liberties. 

In  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  the  military  glory 
acquired  by  the  English,  reconciled  them  to  a 
standing  array,  which  was  unnecessarily  kept  up, 
with  allits  corruptions  and  abuses,  under  the  most 
fortunate,  the  most  mean,  and  the  most  mercenary 
of  mortals,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. 

During  the  two  succeeding  reigns,  the  constant 
cry  of  the  Pope  and  the  Pretender,  .«eems  to  have 
deprived  the  people  of  that  kingdom  of  their 
senses ;  and  they  went  on  from  period  to  period 
to  increase  the  army,  which  was  to  enslave  them. 

The  circumstances  which  have  led  to  a  large 
increase  of  their  standing  army,  since  that  peri(^, 
are  too  familiar  to  need  recital.  It  is  a  melan- 
choly fact  which  we  should  constantly  keep  in 
view,  that  that  nation  which,  a  little  more  than 
one  century  ago,  looked  with  the  greatest  jeal- 
ousy upon  a  standing  army  of  ten  thousand  men, 
now  groans  under  the  curse  of  a  military  Grov- 
emment 

Our  progress,  I  fear,  will  be  still  more  rapid.  In 
the  year  1790,  General  Knox,  then  the  Secretary 
of  War,  made  a  report  upon  the  subiect  of  the 
militia,  which  will  aiflbrd  a  just  test  of  the  senti- 
ments of  those  who  were  most  favorable  to  a 
.standing^  army  in  time  of  peace  at  that  day  ;  for, 
it  can  hardly  be  supposed  that  General  Knox,  a 
distinguished  officer  of  the  Revolution,  had  not  a 
strong  partiality  for  the  army.  In  this  report  he 
says  : 

**  A  small  corps  ofTrell  disciplined  and  well  informed 
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artiUeriitc  and  engioMra,  and  a  legion  for  the  protec- 
tion of  oar  frontiers,  and  the  magaainea  and  araenala, 
are  all  the  miliUry  which  may  be  required  for  the  use 
of  the  United  States.  The  privates  of  the  corps  to  b« 
enlisted  for  a  certain  period,  and,  after  the  expiration 
of  which,  to  return  to  the  mass  of  citizens.  An  ener- 
getic national  militia  is  to  be  regarded  as  the  capital 
security  of  a  free  Republic,  and  not  a  standing  army, 
forming  a  distinct  class  in  the  community. 

**  It  is  the  iotroduction  and  diflusion  of  vice  and  cor- 
ruption  of  manners  into  the  mass  of  the  people,  that 
renders  a  standing  army  neceasary.  It  is  when  pub- 
lic spirit  is  despised,  and  avarice,  indolence,  and  enem> 
inacy  of  manners,  predominate,  and  prevent  the  es- 
tablishment of  institutions  which  would  elevate  the 
minds  of  the  youth  in  the  paths  of  virtue  and  honor, 
that  a  standing  army  is  formed  and  rivetted  forever." 

This  report  was  examiaed,  and  strongly  recom- 
mended to  the  attention  of  Congress,  by  Greneral 
Washington,  the  then  President  of  the  United  States. 
Eight  months  after  this,  it  was  enacted  by  Congress 
that  the  whole  number  of  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, musicians,  and  privates,  to  be  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  at  any  one  time,  should  not 
exceed  1,216  men,  to  be  raised  for  three  years,  un- 
less sooner  discharged,  to  be  organized  into  one 
regiment  of  infantry,  to  consist  of  three  battalions, 
and  one  battalion  oi  artillery. 

In  1S02,  the  Peace  Establishment  was  fixed  at 
3^284  officers,  non-com missioped  officers,  musi- 
cians, and  privates,  exclusive  of  a  few  military 
agents. 

In  1815,  it  was  enacted  by  Congress,  that  the 
Peace  Establishment  of  the  United  States  should 
consist  of  such  portions  of  artillery,  infantry,  and 
riflemen,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  ten  thousand 
men,  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  should 
judge  proper,  and  that  the  corps  of  engineers  should 
be  retained,  which  consisted  of  140  men,  making, 
in  the  aggregate,  10,140  men  ;  yet,  such  is  the  con- 
struction given  to  this  law,  that,  by  the  present  or- 
ganization, our  army  amounts,  in  the  aggregate,  to 
12,664. 

After  the  next  war  in  which  we  may  be  engaged 
shall  be  finished,  I  have  no  doubt  our  Peace  Estab- 
lishment will  be  fixed  at  20,000  or  more. 

We  had  for  the  head  of  our  first  Peace  Establish- 
ment a  colonel ;  for  the  second,  a  brigadier  gen- 
eral ;  for  the  third,  two  major  generals  and  Tour 
brigadiers.  If  such  has  already  been  the  progress 
of  our  army, what  may  we  not  expect  in  future? 

I  think,  with  General  Knox,  that  an  energetic 
national  militia  is  to  be  regarded  as  the  capital  se- 
curity of  a  free  Republic.  The  navy  has  grown 
up  to  a  de^ee  of  importance  that  could  not  have 
been  anticipated  thirty  years  ago.  It  is  now  looked 
upon,  and  justly  so,  as  our  strong  defence  against 
European  enemies ;  and  it  has  this  important  cir- 
cumstance to  recommend  it,  that  it  has  no  ten- 
dency to  endanger  the  liberties  of  the  country.  It 
was  the  policy  of  the  party  of  the  De  Witts,  who 
were  Republicans,  to  encourage  the  navy,  but  of 
the  Orange  party,  to  encourage  the  army,  necause, 
says  Mr.  Hume,  the  army  were  in  favor  of  monar- 
chy ;  and  a  large  army  must  at  all  times,  from  its  or- 
ganization^  be  anti-republican. 


The  Military  Academy  at  West  Point  is  a  ral- 
uable  institution,  inasmuch  as  it  leads  to  a  diffu- 
sion of  correct  military  science  throughout  the 
United  States,  to  be  called  into  requisition  when- 
ever wanted,  and  thus  renders  it  proper  to  reduce 
the  standing  army  to  a  point  below  what  it  would 
otherwise  be  expedient  to  do.  There  is  but  one 
thing  to  be  feared  from  this  academy,  which  in, 
that  it  may  enlist  too  many  friends  in  favor  of 
standing  armies. 

In  time  of  war  we  must  have  armies  sufficient 
for  the  exigencies  of  the  war  ;  roost  of  the  fight- 
ing should  be  done  by  regular  forces ;  but  the  first 
onset  in  all  our  wars  must  be  sustained  by  our 
militia,  and,  during  the  war,  they  must  be  pre- 
pared at  all  points  to  defend  the  country  ;  and,  in 
order  that  they  may  be  enabled  so  to  do,  the  great- 
est attention  should  be  paid  to  their  organization 
and  discipline,  which  never  will  be  the  case  while 
we  rely  upon  a  standing  army. 

The  policy  of  keeping  up  skeleton  regiments, 
so  much  reduced  as  to  consist  of  no  more  than  440 
rank  and  file,  with  a  full  complement  of  officers, 
will  not  be  understood,  except  by  gentlemen  of 
the  army.  To  show  the  propriety  of  reducing 
the  army  to  the  lowest  point  proposed,  both  as  to 
officers  and  men,  I  will  read  some  statements 
made  and  calculated  from  documents  laid  on  our 
tables: 

Expense  of  the  army  for  pay,  subsistence,  forage, 
bounties,  premiums,  expenses  of  recruiting,  hos- 
pital department,  and  Military  Academy,  for 

the  year  1818 ^^3,748,446 

For  the  year  1819       ...        -    3,351,363 
Eleven  months  in  1820        $2,616,526 
Add  for  one  month,  estimate    218,044 

2,834,570 


$9,934,378 


The  average  of  three  years        -        -$3,311,457 

Which  would  give  for  our  six  years  of  peace, 
nineteen  millions  eight  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
thousand,  seven  hundred  and  forty-two  dollars. 
It  will  be  observed,  that  this  is  exclusive  of  ex- 
penses for  fortifications,  and  a  variety  of  other 
charges  attending  the  defence  of  the  country  by 
land. 

Expense  for  transportation  for  officers  amount- 
ed, in  three  years,  1816,  1817,   1818,  to  $92,564. 
and  their  charges  for  the  same  time,  for  fuel  and 
quarters,  amounted  to  $14,263. 
For  the  recruiting  service:  '   '"•''^^ 

Recruits  in  the  year  1817  -  -  -  3,939 

1818  -  -  -  4,238 

1819  -  -  -  4,304 

1820  -  -  -  3^11 


(( 


15,692 


Average  of  four  years  -  .  -  -  3,923 
This  would  give  for  our  six  years  of  peace, 
23,538,  which,  at  fourteen  dollars  for  each  recruit, 
would  amount  to  $315,532.  So  much  for  recruit- 
ing, besides  large  sums  for  taling  up  deserters,  at 
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thirty  dollars  a  head,  and  for  shooting  deserters 
thirty  dollars  each ;  at  least,  that  was  the  sum 
ordered  by  Colonel  King  to  be  paid  to  Sergeant 
Childress  for  shooting  Neil  Cameron,  a  deserter, 
who  begged  for  his  life,  and  that  he  might  be 
tried  by  a  court  martial.  And  are  the  people  of 
the  United  States  to  be  taxed  to  keep  ijp  an  army 
of  such  materials,  which  is  crumbling  away  at 
the  rate  of  about  one-third  annually  ?  Of  what 
use  can  such  an  army  be  to  the  country  ?  If  there 
were  no  other  reason,  this  would  be  sufficient  to 
justify  a  reduction  of  the  army  to  the  lowest  point 
proposed.  As  these  calculations  are  made  from 
scanty  materials,  they  may,  in  some  instances,  be 
above,  and  in  some  below,  the  truth. 

Great  as  the  disposition  is  to  increase  the  body 
of  the  army,  there  is  still  a  greater  disposition  to 
increase  the  bead. 

The  staff  of  the  army,  as  established  by  Con- 
gress in  1815,  was  not  satisfactory  ;  and,  in  1816. 
Congress  created  the  offices  of  one  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  General,  one  Adjutant  General,  one  In- 
spector General,  three  Topographical  Engineers, 
and  one  Q.uartermaster  General.     In  1818,  a  bill 
was  introduced  for  reducing  the  staff  of  the  army : 
and,  under  that  imposing  name,  it  passed  on  till 
its  last  stage,  when  it  was  discovered  that  it  in- 
crea.sed  the  staff,  and  its  title  was  changed  to  a  bill 
regulating  the  staff  of  the  army.    By  this  reduc- 
tion of  the  staff,  we  gained  one  Surgeon  Gieneral, 
with  a  salary  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars ;  but,  as  he  is  allowed,  notwithstanding  his 
being  a  salary  officer,  thirty-six  dollars  per  month 
for  quarters,  and  thirteen  dollars  per  month  for 
fuel,  by  some  rule  I  do  not  understand,  his  allow- 
ance amounts  to  three  thousand  and  eighty-eight 
dollars  a  year.     And  now,  sir.  when  we  are  about 
to  reduce  the  army,  we  are  called  upon  to  create  a 
new  staff  officer,  to  be  called  a  Judge  Advocate — 
a  bureau  officer — a  subordinate  head  of  depart- 
ment, to  be  located  at  Washington,  with  a  salary 
of  two  thousand  dollars  a  year.     We  have  now 
two  Judge  Advocates,  one  for  the  Northern,  and 
one  for  the  Southern  division ;  who,  for  a  long 
time  past,  have  had  nothing  to  do,  that  I  can  dis- 
cover, but  to  draw  their  pay.     They  are  not  ne- 
cessary to  the  service,  and  such  must  be  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Military  Committee,  for  they  have  not 
provided  for  continuing  them.    But,  if  a  judge 
advocate  is  not  wanted  where  the  troops  are,  how 
can  he  be  wanted  here  ?     Is  he  to  attend  the  courts 
martial  that  may  take  place  at  the  Marine  Bar- 
racks or  Fort  Warburton?    Surely,  he  is  not  to 
be  sent  round  to  the  different  regiments  located  at 
separate  and   distant  points,  from   the  Niagara 
frontier   to  the  Council   Bluffs?    When   courts 
martial  arc  detailed  for  the  service,  judge  advo- 
cates may  ha  detailed   to  attend  the  trials ;  and 
that  will  be  done  even  if  we  have  a  Judge  Advo- 
cate General  here.     The  honorable  chairman  of 
the  committee  has  been  called  upon  to  state,  as  far 
as  the  same  may  have  come  to  his  knowledge, 
what  are  to  be  the  duties  of  this  Judge  Advocate 
General.     He  informs  us  that  he  is  to  keep  a 
record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  courts  martial  to 
be  held  for  the  army,  and  to  compile  a  system  of 


martial  law  for  the  United  States.  As  to  the  first, 
it  is  the  duty  of  all  Judge  Advocates  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  or  who  may  be  detailed  to 
attend  courts  martial,  to  transmit  all  the  docu- 
ments, and  papers,  and  proceedings,  of  the  courts 
which  they  may  respectively  attend,  to  the  War 
Department,  where  they  are  to  be  carefully  filed 
and  preserved,  under  the  immediate  care,  I  pre- 
sume, of  the  Adjutant  General,  and  where  tney 
are  to  remain  as  records.  Surely,  these  papers 
and  documents  are  not  all  to  be  recorded  in  a 
book;  but,  if  they  are,  it  can  be  done  by  a  com- 
mon clerk.  As  to  compiling  a  system  of  martial 
law,  I  would  not  employ  an  officer  with  a  perma- 
nent salary  to  perform  such  a  service,  even  if  we 
wanted  it,  but  we  do  not ;  we  have  such  a  system 
reported  to  us  within  a  few  days,  and  laid  upon 
our  tables,  chiefly  copied  from  a  former  system, 
which  was  copied  from  one  still  earlier,  aaopted 
about  the  commencement  of  our  Revolutionary 
war.  A  Judge  Advocate  Greneral  is  altogether 
unnecessary.  I  will,  therefore,  move  to  strike  out 
so  much  of  the  amendment  as  relates  to  this  offi- 
cer ;  and  I  hope  and  trust  that  in  this  solemn  farce 
of  reduction,  we  shall  not  create  an  officer  whose 
services  are  not  wanted,  and  whose  duties  no  one 
can  define. 

Mr.  Dickerson's  motion  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  21,  nays  18,  as  follows : 

Ykab — Messrs.  Barbour,  Chandler,  Dana,  Dicker- 
son,  Gsillsrd,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Horsey,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, Knight,  Lanman,  Macon,  Noble,  Palmer,  Rug- 
gles,  Sanford,  Smith,  Southard,  Tichenor,  Van  Dyke, 
Walker  of  Alabama,  and  Williams  of  Mississippi. 

Nats — Messrs.  Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliott,  Holmes 
of  Mississippi,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  King  of 
New  York,  Lrnvrie,  Mills,  Otis,  Parrott,  Roberts, 
Stokes.  Taylor,  Thomaa,  Trimble,  Walker  of  Georgia, 
and  Williams  of  Tennessee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  further  to  amend  the 
said  amendment,  by  striking  out  of  section  five, 
lines  two  and  three,  the  words  "Major  General 
with  two  Aids-de-Camp,  two  Brigadier  Generals 
each,"  and  inserting  Brigadier  General ;  and  also, 
by  striking  out  of  the  third  line,  the  words  "  Aids- 
de-Camp,  and  inserting  Aid-de-Camp — a  division 
of  the  question  was  called  for,  and  the  question 
was  taken  on  striking  out  the  words  "Major  Gen- 
eral with  two  Aids-de-Camp  j"  and  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative — yeas  16,  nays  24,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YxAs — Messrs.  Barbonr,  Dana,  Dickerson,  Gaillard, 
King  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Macon, 
Noble,  Palmer,  Ruggles,  Smith,  Soathard,  Tichenor, 
and  Van  Dyke. 

Nats — Messrs.  Chandler,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliott, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Horsey, 
Hunter,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
King  of  New  York,  Mills,  Otis,  Parrott,  Roberts,  San- 
ford, Stokes,  Talbot,  Thomas,  Trimble,  Walker  of 
Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia,  Williams  of  Mississippi, 
and  Williama  of  Tennessee. 

And  the  question  being  taken  on  the  residue  of 
the  proposed  amendment  to  the  said  amendment, 
it  was  also  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  9, 
nays  31,  as  follows : 
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Ybas— Messrs.  Barbour,   Dana,  Gaillard,  Lowrie, 
Macon,  Noble,  Palmer,  Haggles,  and  Smith. 

Nats— Messrs.  Chandler,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards,  Elliott,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi, 
Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of 
Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York, 
Knight,  Lanman,  Mills,  Otis,  Parrott,  Roberts,  San- 
ford,  Southard,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Thomas,  Tichenor, 
Trimble,  Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of 
Georgia,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Williams  of 
Tennessee. 

And  the  said  amendment  having  been  further 
amended,  it  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  re- 
ported to  the  House,  amended  accordingly j  and 
the  Senate  adjourned. 


Friday,  February  23. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Rtpretentaiive*  of  the  United  Slates  .• 
The  Treaty  of  Amity,  Settlement,  and  Limits,  be- 
tween the  United  Sutes  and  Spain,  signed  on  the  22d 
of  February,  1819,  having  been  ratified  by  the  con- 
tracting parties,  and  the  ratifications  having  been  ex- 
changed, it  is  herewith  communicated  to  Congress, 
that  such  legislative  measures  may  be  taken  as  they 
shall  judge  proper  for  carrying  the  same  into  execu- 
tion. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washixotok,  Feb.  22,  1821. 

The  Message  and  treaty  were  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  following  Message  was  also  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States . 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
16th  instant,  requesting  "the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  the  original 
order  for  building  the  barracks  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  to- 
gether with  all  communications  between  the  War  De- 
partment  and  Major  General  Brown  relative  thereto, 
and  the  amount  of  public  moneys  expended  thereon," 
I  now  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
with  the  papers  enclosed,  which  contain  the  informa- 
tion desired. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Warbihstok,  Feb.  22,  1821. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read. 
The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  upon  weights  and  measures, 
prepared  in  conformity  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817  ;  and  the  report 
was  read,  and  six  hundred  copies  thereof  ordered 
to  be  printed ;  five  hundred  of  which  shall  be  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  one  hundred  for  the  use 
of  the  Department  of  State. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Greneral  Land  Office,  trans- 
mitting the  reports  of  the  land  officers  at  Jackson 
Courthouse,  on  claims  for  land;  and  the  letter  and 
reports  were  read. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  merchants  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
representing  that,  by  the  construction  given  to  the 
thirteenth  section  of  the  act  supplementary  to  an 


act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage  at  the  custom-house,  and  which  they 
believe  is  erroneous ;  they  are  subjected  to  great 
inconvenience  and  frequent  penalties ;  and  praying 
that  an  act  may  be  passed  explanatory  thereof,  ana 
that  the  penalties  incurred  may  be  remitted ;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

The  credentials  of  Samuel  L.  Southard,  ap- 
pointed a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  New  Jersey  for  the  term  of  six  years,  commenc- 
ing on  the  fourth  day  of  March  next,  were  read, 
and  laid  on  file. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  the  in- 
habitantii  of  thirteen  counties  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, praying  that  such  a  reorganization  of  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  in  that  Slate 
may  be  made,  as  to  the  time  and  place  of  holding 
saia  court,  as  will  conduce  more  to  their  conve- 
nience ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  laid  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  the 
memorial  of  the  convention  that  formed  the  con- 
stitution of  Alabama,  yesterday  presented  to  the 
Senate,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr.  Sanford  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  revive  and 
continue  in  force  "An  act  fixing  the  compensa- 
tions of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  clerks  em- 
ployed in  their  offices,  and  of  the  Librarian  ;"  ap- 
proved April  18,  1818. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  city  of  Mobile,  made 
a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  granting  to  the 
corporation  of  the  city  ot  Mobile,  in  the  State  of 
Alabama,  certain  lots  of  ground  in  the  said  city : 
and  the  report  and  bill  were  read,  and  the  bill 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  Watson 
Brown. 

Mr.  Talbot  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
provide  for  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  within  the  State  of  Missouri ;  which 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Barbour  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  at 
their  next  session,  whatever  information  he  may  pos* 
sess  in  relation  to  the  execution  or  violation  of  the 
laws,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  navigation,"  passed 
April  18lh,  1818;  and  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plementary to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  concerning  na- 
vigation," passed  May  16lh,  1820;  whether  any,  and 
if  any  what,  additional  measures  be  necessary  to  give 
full  effect  to  the  laws  aforesaid. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Tucker, 
late  a  captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  Slates  j' 
and  concurred  therein. 
The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
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titled  "An  act  to  fix  and  equalize  the  pay  of  the 
officers  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,"  was 
twice  read  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs. 

The  resolution  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, providing  for  jails  in  certain  cases  for  the 
safe  custody  oi  persons  committed  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States,  was  read,  and  passed 
to  a  second  reading. 

The  resolution  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to 
report  the  subjects  proper  to  be  acted  on  during  the 
present  session,  was  read  three  times  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  concurred  in  ;  and  Messrs.  San- 
ford and  Smith  were  appointed  the  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on  the  petition  of 
John  Slocum ;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  re- 
solved, that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  not 
granted,  and  that  he  have  leave  to  withdraw  his 
petition. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on  the  petition  of 
John  Cahoone;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  re- 
solved, that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  not  grant- 
ed, and  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw 
hispapers. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on  the  expediency 
of  extending  to  the  Supreme  Court  appellate  juris- 
diction in  criminal  cases,  and  concurred  therein. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  year  1821 ;"  and  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  au- 
thorize the  building  of  lighthouses  on  Cross  and 
Pond  islands,  in  the  harU)r  of  Boothbay,  «nd  at 
the  mouth  of  Oswego  river,  and  placing  buoys  on 
the  shoals  of  Nantucket  and  Vineyard  Sound,  near 
the  harbor  of  Wickford,  and  on  the  Altamaha 
river,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  in  which  bills  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

MILITARY  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  reduce  the  Military  Peace  Establishment, 
and  the  substitute  proposed  therefor  by  the  Mili- 
tary Committee  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Tichenor  moved  to  strike  out  the  4th  sec- 
tion of  the  substitute,  which  proposes,  in  substance, 
to  merge  the  ordnance  corps  in  the  artillery,  and 
giving  the  President  authority  to  select  artillery 
officers  to  perform  the  present  ordnance  duties,  to 
receive  extra  pay  therefor,  and  to  be  subject  only 
to  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War ;  and  to  in- 
sert, in  lieu  of  said  section,  another,  making  pro- 
vision for  a  separate  corps  of  ordnance. 

This  proposition  again  gave  rise  to  a  debate  of 
more  than  an  hour's  continuance,  in  which  Messrs. 
Tichenor,  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  Trimble, 
Chandler,  Dana,  and  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 
took  part. 

In  the  end  the  amendment  was  negatived,  with- 
out a  division. 


After  some  further  motions  and  discussion  on 
the  minor  details  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Smith  moved  to 

strike  out  of  the  14th  section  of  the  committee's 
amendment  that  part  which  directs  that  all  vacan- 
cies which  may  occur  in  the  Army  prior  to  June, 
1822,  "shall  be  filled  by  selection  from  the  officers 
disbanded  by  virtue  of  this  act,  provided  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  suitable  character  apply  for  the 
same" — Mr.  S.  considering  such  a  provision  an 
encroachment  on  the  unconditional  right  of  nom- 
ination conferred  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States  bv  the  Constitution,  and  in  effect  a  viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  as  it  went  to  take  from 
the  President  the  right  of  appointing,  with  the 
consent  of  the  Senate,  whomsoever  he  pleases  to 
office. 

After  some  discussion  on  the  part  of  the  mover, 
and  Messrs.  Trimble,  CnANnLER,  Williams,  of 
Tennessee,  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  Macon,  and 
Lanman,  in  which  it  was  urged  by  those  in  favor 
of  the  provision,  that,  as  there  would  be  a  number 
of  valuable  officers  disbanded  under  the  act,  this 
was  only  a  promise  on  the  part  of  Congress,  the 
President  concurring,  that  they  should  have  a 
preference  in  filling  future  vacancies.  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, however,  consented,  not  deeming  it  mate- 
rial that  the  whole  section  should  be  stricken  out, 
considering  that  the  practice  would  be  that  which 
the  provision  contemplated.  The  debate  ended  in 
rejecting  the  whole  section. 

Mr.  Otis  moved  to  restore  the  provision  for  a 
Judge  Advocate,  with  a  salary  of  two  thousand 
dollars,  which  was  yesterday  stricken  out  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  proposition  was  earnestly  opposed  by  Mr. 
Dickerson,  and  also  by  Mr.  Smith,  and  was  sup- 
ported by  Messrs.  Otis  and  Trimble. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to — yeas  20,  nays  17 ; 
and  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  as 
amended,  and  read  a  third  time. 


Saturday,  February  24. 

The  two  bills  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
yesterday  brought  up  for  concurrence,  were  seve- 
rally read  twice  by  unanimous  consent,  and  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
concerning  divorces  and  alimony  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  reported  it  with  amendments ;  which 
were  read. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Thrcikeld  and 
Joseph  Brooks,  reported  a  bill  to  empower  the  Levy 
Court  for  the  county  of  Washington  to  discontinue 
a  certain  road  therein  mentioned ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Ruggles,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  Webster,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Sanford  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  revive  and  continue  in  force  "An  act  fixing  the 
compensations  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the 
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clerks  employed  in  their  oflBces,  and  of  the  Libra- 
rian," approved  the  18ih  day  of  April,  1818;  which 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Johnson,  ol  Louisiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
inntructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  modifying 
the  Iaw8  organizing  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  State  of  Louisiana,  so  as  to  require  the 
judge  of  said  district  to  hold  a  court  at  Opelousas  or 
at  Alexandria,  in  the  western  dittrict  oi  the  State, 
during  the  months  of  August  and  September  in  every 
year. 

Mr.  Eaton  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Presidont  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate,  if  any, 
and  what,  proceedings  have  been  had  in  relation  to 
any  person  holding  an  office  under  the  authority  of  this 
Government,  charged  with  being  concerned  in  the  in- 
troduction of  any  slave  or  slaves  into  the  United 
States,  contrary  to  existing  laws  upon  the  subject; 
and  that  he  report  such  evidences  and  opinions  con- 
necied  therewith,  not  confidentially  communicated  to 
him,  as  may  be  in  his  possession. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Eaton,  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  obedience  to 
a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2d  instant,  rela- 
tive to  the  claim  of  John  H.  Piatt,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  to  designate  the  boundaries  of  a  land 
district,  and  for  the  establishment  of  a  land  of&ce 
in  the  State  of  Indiana;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Dean  Weymouth  ;  the  bill  granting  to  the  corpo- 
ration of  the  city  of  Mobile,  in  the  Stale  of  Ala- 
bama, certain  lots  of  ground  in  the  said  city  ;  and 
the  bill  to  provide  for  the  due  execution  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  within  the  State  of 
Missouri ;  were  severally  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  last  men- 
tioned bill,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and 
it  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  Mondav  nest. 

The  resolution  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives providing  for  jails  in  certain  cases  for  the 
safe  custody  of  persons  imprisoned  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  Slates,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
yesterday,  for  information  relative  to  the  execution 
or  violation  of  the  navigation  laws ;  and  agreed 
thereto.  ^ 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  the  petition  of 
Watson  Brown ;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith, 
resolved,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  '-An  act  to 
reduce  and  fix  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of 
the  United  States,"  having  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read 
a  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  continue  the  charters  of  certain 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia  was  taken  up, 
and  having  been  amended  so  as  to  provide  for  the 


consolidation  of  the  Bank  of  Alexandria  and  the 
Bank  of  Potomac  into  one  bank  (according  to 
their  own  request)  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Barbouh,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  providing  for  the  adjudication  and 
payment  of  claims  arising  under  the  Treaty  of 
Amity,  Settlement,  and  Limits,  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  His  Catholic  Majesty ;  and  the  bill 
was  twice  read  by  unanimous  consent. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sanpord,  the  Committee  on 
Finance  were  discharged  from  the  memorial  of 
the  merchants  of  the  city  of  New  York,  which 
was  yesterday  presented  to  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  issue  a  patent  to  Thomas  Oxley,"  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  better 
regulation  of  the  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes ; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Trimble,  it  was  postponed 
indefinitely. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee to  report  whether  it  be  or  not  expedient  to 
admit  Missouri  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  States,  and  to  provide  for 
the  due  execution  of  the  laws  therein,  and,  if  not, 
whether  any  other,  and  what,  provision  adapted 
to  her  actual  condition  ought  to  be  made  by  law. 

The  bill  to  confirm  the  claim  of  the  Marquis 
de  Maison  Rouge  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Arkansas, 
was  taken  up;  and  after  a  short  time  spent  in  its 
consideration,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  22,  nays 
9,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Horsey. 
Hunter,  Johnson  nf  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
Lowrie,  Mills,  Otis,  Pleasants,  Ruggles,  Sanford, 
Southard,  Stokes,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Trimble,  Van 
Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Wilhamsof  Missiuippi,  and 
Williams  of  Tennessee. 

Nats — Messrs.  Chandler,  Eaton,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Holmes  of  .Mississippi,  King  of  New  York,  Lanman, 
Macon,  Palmer,  and  Smith. 

INDIAN  TRADE. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  further  to  continue  in  force,  (until  June,  1822,) 
the  act  for  establishing  trading-houses  with  the 
Indian  trades. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Ohio,  opposed  the  bill  and  the 
present  system  of  Indian  trade,  at  much  length ; 
and  the  bill  was  defended  by  Messrs.  Holmes,  of 
Mississippi,  and  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  principal- 
ly on  the  ground  that  it  was  too  late  now  to  go 
into  a  revision  of  the  system  of  Indian  trade  at 
the  present  session. 

Mr.  Trimble  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by  add- 
ing thereto  the  following  section : 

"  Sac.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Super- 
intendent of  lodian  trade  shall  not  hereafter  purchase 
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any  goods  for  the  Indian  Department,  except  for  such 
factories  as  the  United  States  are  bound  by  treaty  to 
continue;  and  that  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be,  and  he  ia  hereby,  authorised  to  adopt  such  meaa- 
urea  as  may  be  necessary  and  proper  to  have  the  funds 
and  the  property  employed  in  the  Indian  trade  to  be 
paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States." 

The  amendment  was  negatived  by  yeas  and 
nays — 23  votes  to  12  ;  as  follows  : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Eaton,  King  of  New  York,  Lan- 
man, .Macon,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Smith,  Taylor,  Trim- 
ble, Walker  of  Alabama,  WilUams  of  Mississippi,  and 
Williams  of  Tennessee. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Chandler,  Dana,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi, 
Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of 
Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Lowrie,  Mills, 
Palmer,  Parrott,  Pleasants,  Southard,  Stokes,  Thomas 
V^^n  Dyke,  and  Walker  of  Georgia. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

MISSOURI. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  message  from 
the  House,  announcing  their  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  meet  such  committee  as  may  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Senate,  on  the  subject  of  the  ad- 
mission of  Missouri  into  the  Union ;  and  the  ques- 
tion was  on  concurring  with  the  other  House  in 
thfe  course  proposed. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  observed,  that, 
from  the  hasty  glance  he  could  give  the  subject, 
he  saw  no  good  reason  for  such  a  proceeding  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate.  There  was  no  doubt  or 
difficulty  here  on  the  subject  of  Missouri.  If  there 
was  any  in  the  other  House,  he  had  no  objection 
to  give  them  the  advice  of  the  Senate,  if  neces- 
sary, but  it  could  be  no  reason  for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  on  the  part  of  this  body  to  con- 
sult with  them.  Not  being  able  to  see  the  expedi- 
ency of  the  course  proposed,  Mr.  S.  moved  that 
the  message  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  remarked  that  the 
time  left  to  act  on  this  matter  was  so  short  that  a 
little  delay  might  defeat  the  object.  The  subject 
was  one  of  great  importance,  Mr.  B.  said,  and  he 
hoped  the  Senate  would  act  on  it  immediately. 
The  course  proposed  by  the  other  House  was  not 
a  novelty  in  the  proceedings  of  Congress  or  of  the 
English  Parliament,  whence  most  of  our  rules 
were  drawn.  Committees  of  conference  were 
frequently  appointed  on  subjects  of  much  less  im- 
portance than  the  present;  and  it  was  proper  that, 
when  the  two  Houses  do  not  agree  on  the  princi- 
ples of  a  public  act,  there  should  be  a  joint  com- 
mittee to  see  if  they  can  devise  any  course  in 
which  the  two  branches  would  probably  meet. 
This  was  a  mere  proposition  for  such  an  inquiry, 
and  he  hoped  the  Senate  would  accede  to  it. 

Mr.  Smith  said  he  had  no  opportunity  to  see 
what  the  propesition  from  the  other  House  ac- 
tually was,  as  it  had  just  been  received,  and  once 
read.  If  the  Senate  were  straitened  for  time,  it 
was  a  reason  for  not  acting  precipitately,  and  the 
importance  of  the  subject,  which  nad  been  urged 


in  favor  of  an  immediate  decision,  was  a  reason 
for  acting  with  caution.  As  to  the  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding m  Parliament,  it  did  not  apply  to  this 
case.  If  the  other  House  had  sent  back  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  for  the  admission  of  Missouri, 
with  an  amendment,  on  which  the  two  Houses 
could  not  agree,  a  committee  of  conference  would 
be  proper  on  the  disagreeing  votes ;  but  a  commit- 
tee of  conference  to  settle  original  principles  was 
a  noveltv.  He  hoped,  at  any  rale,  that  the  Senate 
would  allow  a  little  time — even  a  half  an  hour — 
to  think  of  this  prooosition. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  hoped  that  the  message 
would  not  be  laid  on  the  table.  The  subject  in- 
volved in  it  was  sufficiently  embarrassed  and  dif- 
ficult already,  and  he  should  be  sorry  to  see  any 
additional  impediments  thrown  in  the  way.  It 
was  simply  a  proposition  from  the  other  House 
for  a  committee  of*  inquiry  into  an  all-important 
matter ;  and  would  it,  he  asked,  be  proper  for  the 
Senate  to  refuse  it? 

The  motion  to  lay  the  message  on  the  table  was 
n^atived. 

The  Senate  then  concurred  in  the  proposition — 
yeas  29,  nays  7,  as  follows  : 

YtAS — Messrs.  Barbour,  Chandler,  Eaton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi, 
Horsey,  Honter,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  ofLont- 
siana.  King  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lowrie, 
Morril,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Pleasants,  Roberts,  Soathard, 
Stokes,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Trimble,  Van  Dvke,  Walker 
of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia,  and  Williams  of 
Mississippi. 

Nats — Messrs.  Dana,  King  of  New  York,  Mills, 
Otis,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  and  Smith. 

Messrs.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Barboor,  Roberts. 
Morril,  Southaro,  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  ana 
King,  of  New  York,  were  appointed  the  commit- 
tee on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 


the 


MoNOAY,  February  26. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .• 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  enclosing  "  an  annual  return  of  the  militia  of 
the  United  Slates,"  prepared  by  the  Adjutant  and  In- 
spector General,  conformably  to  the  miUtia  laws  on 
that  subject. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WASRiiroToir,  Feb.  24,  1821. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
were  read. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition  of  the  in- 
habitants of  that  part  of  the  State  of  New  York 
residing  on  the  turnpike  road  from  Catskill  to 
Ithaca,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  certain  post 
route  ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  memorial  of  Elisha 
Denison  and  others,  of  New  London  ;  and,  also, 
the  memorial  of  W.  Heaton  and  others,  of  New 
Haven  and  Hartford,  in  Connecticut,  severally 
praying  the  establishment  of  additional  lights  on 
the   Sound,    between   the    continent  and  Long 
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Island,  for  the  better  security  to  vessels  navigating 
the  same;  and  the  niemorials  were  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  from  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  appointed 
on  the  subject,  reported  a  resolution  providing  for 
the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union  on  a 
certain  condition  ;  which  was  read,  and  laid  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  memorial  of  the  Alabama  con- 
vention, presented  to  the  Senate  on  the  22d  inst. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  take  possession  of  East  and  West 
Florida,  and  establish  a  temporary  government 
therein  ;  and  the  bill  was  twice  read  by  unani- 
mous consent. 

The  twenty-fourth  rule  for  conducting  business 
in  the  Senate  having  been  suspended  for  the  pur- 
pose, on  motion  by  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  he 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
amend  the  act  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to 
an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  regulate  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,'  passed  the  2d 
day  of  March,  1799;"  and  the  bill  was  twice  read 
by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  John  H. 
Piatt,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  ex- 

?lanatory  of  the  act  for  the  relief  of  John  H. 
'iatt ;  and  the  report  and  bill  were  read,  and  the 
bill  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Richard  S. 
Hackley,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  reso- 
lution that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not 
to  be  granted. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  memorial  of  Jacob  Barker,  presented  to  the 
Senate  on  the  19th  instant. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  issue  a  patent  to  Thomas  Oxley,"  was 
twice  read  by  unanimous  consent. 

The  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  "An 
act  fixing  the  compensations  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, of  the  clerks  employed  in  their  offices,  and 
of  the  librarian,"  approved  the  18th  day  of  April, 
1818  ;  and  the  bill  to  empower  the  Levy  Court  for 
the  county  of  Washington  to  discontinue  a  cer- 
tain road  therein  mentioned  ;  were  severally  read 
the  second  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  the  24th  instant,  instructing  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  certain  modifications  to  the  law  organi- 
zing the  district  court  in  Louisiana ;  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 


the  24th  instant,  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  comnriunicate  what  proceedings, 
if  any\  have  been  had  in  relation  to  persons  hold- 
ing offices  under  the  Government  charged  with 
being  concerned  in  the  introduction  of  slaves  into 
the  United  States,  contrary  to  existing  laws  ;  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  provide  for  the 
due  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
within  the  State  of  Missouri ;  and,  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mississippi,  it  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  appointment  of  certain  Indian  agents;  and 
the  same  having  been  amended,  the  President 
reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly;  and  the 
amendment  being  concurred  in,  it  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  engrossed  bill  further  to  extend  the  act 
establishing  trading-houses  with  the  Indian  tribes, 
and  the  engrossed  bill  to  extend  the  charters  of 
certain  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  were 
severally  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  other  House  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Pinkney  communicated  to  the  Senate  a  re- 
port adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  in 
favor  of  allowing  to  those  States  which  have  had 
no  appropriations  of  public  land,  for  the  purposes 
of  education,  such  appropriations  as  will  corre- 
spond, in  a  just  proportion,  with  those  heretofore 
made  in  favor  oi  the  other  States,  with  rcsolqtions 
requesting  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of 
Maryland  in  Congress  to  endeavor  to  procure  the 
passage  of  an  act  to  carry  the  views  of  the  report 
into  etfect ;  and  the  said  document  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  have  certain  boundaries  designated  and 
marked,  (between  the  States  and  Territories  north- 
west of  the  Ohio,)  was  taken  up  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  where  it  underwent  some  amend- 
ment, and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  McNair  was 
considered  and  discussed  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading ;  as  was  also  the  bill  to  establish  a 
port  of  entry  at  Blakely. 

Mr.  Roberts  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  tu  bring  in  resolutions  for  an  al- 
lowance for  extra  services,  to  the  assistants  to  the 
doorkeeper  of  the  Senate,  and  for  compensating  a 
temporary  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  DiCKERSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  establish  a  port  of  entry  in 
the  district  of  Sandusky,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  reported  it  with  an  amend- 
ment; which  was  read. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  resolution  proposing  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the   United 


States  as  it  respects  the  election  of  Representatives 
in  Congress,  and  the  choice  of  Electors  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  to- 
gether with  an  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the 
select  committee  ;  and  jt  was  laid  on  the  table. 

TREATY  WITH  SPAIN. 

The  Senate  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  adjudication 
and  payment  of  claims  arising  under  the  treaty 
with  Spain ;  and  proceeded  to  fill  the  blanks 
therein. 

In  moving  to  fill  the  blank  left  for  the  compen- 
sation of  the  commissioners  to  be  appointed  under 
the  act,  Mr.  Barbour  said  it  appeared  to  be  the 
common  impression  that  men  ol  the  first  stand- 
ing for  character  and  abilities  ought  to  be  selected, 
and  to  induce  such  men  to  accept  the  office,  a 
liberal  salary  ought  to  be  allowed.  He  therefore 
moved  that  the  sum  be  fixed  at  three  thousand 
dollars  each  ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to  with- 
out objection.  The  salary  for  the  secretary  of  the 
commissioners  was  fixed  at  two  thousand  dollars; 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  an 
amendment  was  inserted  requiring  that  the  person 
filling  the  office  of  secretary  shall  be  skilled  in  the 
French  and  Spanish  languages. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  deeming  three  thou- 
sand dollars  not  a  sufficient  salary  to  induce  suita- 
ble persons  to  undertake  the  highly  important  du- 
ties devolving  on  the  commissioners,  moved  to 
reconsider  the  vote  on  filling  the  blank  with  three 
thousand  dollars,  with  the  view  of  filling  it  with 
three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars;  but  the  mo- 
tion was  negatived — ayes  12,  noes  10. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

.MARQUIS  DE  MAI80N  ROUGE. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  confirm  the  title  of  the 
Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge,  on  the  application  of 
Daniel  W.Coxe,  to  a  tract  of  land,  (held  by  him 
under  a  Spanish  ^rant,  recommended  by  the 
American  Commissioners  to  confirmation,  and 
covering  a  tract  of  about  thirty  leagues  square,) 
in  Louisiana,  west  of  the  Mississippi,  was  read 
the  third  time. 

Mr.  Lanman  made  an  ineffectual  motion  to  lay 
the  bill  on  the  table  with  the  view  of  examining 
the  claim  more  fully  ;  after  which  a  debate  of 
considerable  length  took  place  on  the  merits  of 
the  title,  the  vdidity  of  the  facts  on  which  it 
rested,  dec.  The  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Lan- 
man, and  advocated  by  Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Lou- 
isiana, (on  whose  motion  an  amendment  had  been 
adopted  reserving  from  its  operation  ail  claims 
which  it  might  conflict  with  or  affect,)  Otis,  Van 
Dyke,  and  Dana.  Mr.  King,  of  New  York, 
without  giving  any  opinion  on  the  justice  of  the 
claim,  said  he  could  not  vote  for  the  bill,  for  the 
reason  that  he  did  not  conceive  this  to  be  the  tri- 
bunal to  decide  such  a  question. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  in  the  af- 
firmative— ayes  26,  noes  8,  as  follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Dana,  Dickerson,  Elliott, 
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Gaillard,  Holmes  of  MistiMippi,  Uortej,  Hunter, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Knifht, 
Lowrie,  Mills,  Otis,  Parrott,  Pleasants,  Roberta,  Rog- 
gles,  Sanford,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomaji,  Trimble,  Van 
Dyke,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Williams  of  Ten- 
nessee. 

Nays — Messrs.  Chandler,  Eaton,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
King  of  New  York,  Laoman,  Macon,  Pinkney,  and 
Ticheoor. 


"  *    Tuesday,  February  27. 

Mr.  Dana  presented  the  memorial  ol  Wolcott 
and  Kilbourn  and  others,  inhabitants  of  sundry 
towns  in  Connecticut,  praying  the  establishment 
of  additional  lights  on  the  Sound,  between  the 
continent  and  Long  Island,  for  the  better  security 
to  vessels  navigating  the  same ;  and  the  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  joint  committee  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  appointed 
to  consider  what  subjects  before  the  two  Houses 
are  proper  to  be  acted  on  during  the  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  made  a  report,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Sanfokd,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  suppcM't  of  the  navy 
of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1821,"  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Sanford,  the  Committee  on 
Finance  were  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  petition  of  John  B.  Lemaitre. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Thomas,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  discharged  from  the  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  of  Rufus  Boston ;  and  from 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the  22d  Jan- 
uary,  instructing  said  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  amending  the  "Act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late  county  of  New 
Madrid,  in  the  Missouri  Territory,  who  suffered  by 
earthquakes,  passed  on  the  17th  February,  1815." 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose,  reported  that,  pursuant  to 
the  resolution,  the  joint  committee  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  yesterday  waited 
on  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  notified 
him  of  his  re-election  to  that  office ;  and  that  he 
informed  the  committee  he  would  take  the  oath 
prescribed  by  the  Constitution  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Stokes,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and  establish  certain 
post  roads,"  reported  it  with  amendments,  which 
were  read. 

The  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  H.  Piatt,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Rich- 
ard S.  Hackley  ;  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  W^hole,  the  resolution  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  cause  astronomical  observations 
to  be  made  to  ascertain  the  longitude  of  the  Capi- 
tol, in  the  City  of  Washington,  from  some  known 
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meridian  in  Europe ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bar- 
bour, it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  severally 
read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  other 
House  for  concurrence,  viz : 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  cause  to 
be  surveyed  and  designated  certain  boundaries ; 

The  bill  providing  for  the  settlement  and  pay- 
ment of  certain  claims  arising  under  the  treaty 

with  Spain ;  ,    ,  , 

The  bill  to  establish  the  district  of  Blakeley ;  and 
The  bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of  certain 

Indian  agents. 

Mr.  R0BERT8  obtained  leave  to  oring  in  the 

following  resolutions ;  which  were  read : 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Tweedy,  Tobias  Simpson, 
And  George  Hicks,  assistanU  to  the  Sergeant-at-Arma 
«nd  Doorkeeper  of  ihe  Senate,  be  paid  out  of  the 
contingent  fund  two  doUara  a  day  for  each  day  they 
may  bate  attended  the  Senate  during  the  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  and  that  Henry  Tims  be  allowed 
one  hundred  dollars  for   his  attendance   the  present 

session. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent 
fund  to  Robert  Tweedy,  Tobias  Simpson,  and  George 
Hicks,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for 
extra  services. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be  authorized  to  pay 
R.  B.  Washburn,  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
Senate,  at  the  rate  of  an  engrossing  clerk  for  the  time 
during  which  be  has  been  and  shall  be  employed  in 
Ihe  Secretary's  office. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolutions  severally  pass 
to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  concerning  the  col- 
lection of  public  moneys,  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  Committer  on  Fi- 
nance; and  the  said  amendments  having  been 
agreed  to,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Holmes  of  Maine, 
it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Daniel  Seward  ;"  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DicKERSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  building 
of  lighthouses  on  Cross  and  Pond  Islands,  in  the 
harbor  of  Boolhbay,  and  at  the  mouth  of  Oswego 
river,  and  placing  buoys  on  the  Shoals  of  Nan- 
tucket and  Vineyard  Sound,  near  the  harbor  of 
Wickford,  and  on  the  Altamaha  river,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  reported  it  with  amendments; 
which  were  read. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
regulate  the  location  of  land  warrants  and  the 
is«iing  of  patents  in  certain  cases,  together  with 
the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands;  and  it  was  postponed  to 
Saturday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Bartholomew  Duverge;"  and  it  was 
laid  on  the  table. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 


mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  persons  who  were  disabled  by  known 
wounds  received  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
for  other  purposes;"  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Eaton,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Daniel  McDuff;"  and  it  was  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

The  following  bills  successively  passed  through 
Committees  of  the  Whole,  and  were  severafiy 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time,  viz  : 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Gooding  and 
James  Williams ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  General 
Robert  Swartwout ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  L. 
B.  McCarty ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander 
Milne ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  McNeil ; 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nicholas  Jarrott ;  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Lewis  H.  Guerlain  ;  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Francis  B.  Languille;  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  John  Rodriguez  ;  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  James  Brady  ;  the  bill  for  passing  to  the 
credit  of  Nathaniel  Allen  certain  moneys  by  him 
disbursed  in  the  public  service  ;  the  bill  to  author- 
ize the  clerk  of  the  District  Court  of  Louisiana  to 


a 
bill 


ppoint  a   deputy  to  aid  him  in  his  duties ;  the 
ill  to  establish  the  district  of  Pearl  river. 
The  bill  lor  the  relief  of  Jacob  Hunsinger  was 
discussed,  and  finally  rejected  by  indefinite  post- 
ponement. 

The  resolution  from  the  other  House  to  suspend 
the  recruiting  service  was  considered,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time. 

MISSOURI. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolution  providing  for  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union  on  a  certain 
condition,  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
resolution. 

After  an  unsuccessful  attempt  by  Mr.  Macon 
to  strikeout  the  condition  and  proviso,  which  was 
negatived  by  a  large  majority,  and  a  few  remarks 
by  Mr.  Barbour  in  support  of  the  expediency  of 
hannony  and  concession  on  this  momentous  sub- 
ject. 

The  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  resolu- 
tion to  be  read  a  third  time,  and  was  decided  in 
the  aflSrmative,  by  the  following  vote :  » 

Yei9— Mesars.  Barbour,  Chandler,  Eaton,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi, 
Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of 
Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Lowrie,  Morril,  P«t- 
rott,  Pleasants,  Roberts,  Southard.  Stokes,  Talbot, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabania, 
Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Williams  of  Tenn.— -26. 
Nats— Messrs.  Dana,  Dickerson,  King  of  New 
York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Macon,  MilU,  Noble,  Otu, 
Palmer,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Smith,  Tichenor,  and 
Trimble— 15. 

A  motion  was  made   to  read  the  resolution  a 
third  time  forthwith,  but  it  was  objected  to,  and, 
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under  the  rule  of  the  Senate,  of  course  it  could 
not  be  done. 


Wednesday,  February  28. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  concur  in  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill, entitled  "An 
act  to  reduce  and  fix  the  Military  Peace  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States,"  with  an  amendment. 
They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  re- 
lease French  ships  and  vessels  entering  the  ports 
of  the  United  States  prior  to  the  30th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1820,  from  the  operation  of  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  impose  a  new  tonnao^e  duty  on  French 
ships  and  vessels,  and  for  other  purposes;"  in 
which  bill  and  amendment  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  twice  read  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  reported  the  last  mentioned 
bill  with  an  amendment;  which  was  read. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  their 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  reduce 
and  fix  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of  the 
United  States,"  and  concurred  therein. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Jane  Baker,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  res- 
olution that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not 
to  be  granted. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Pleasants,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  John  B.  Timberlake, 
the  petition  of  Charlotte  J.  Bullus,  the  petition  of 
Harriet  Shackerly,  and  the  petition  of  Joseph  G. 
Roberts;  and,  also,  from  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  on  the  rules  and  instructions  of 
the  naval  service. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  Terrence  Clark. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Thomas,  the  said  committee 
were  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  me- 
morials of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Missouri, 
the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Illinois,  and  the 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi ;  and,  also,  from  the  resolutions  of  the  24th 
of  November  and  24th  of  January  last,  to  grant  the 
right  of  pre-emption  in  certain  cases. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noble,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  were  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  petition  of  Job  Sherburne,  the  petition  of 
Lemuel  Wight,  and  the  petition  of  Charlotte  Read  ; 
and,  also,  from  the  resolution  of  the  15th  of  Jan- 
uary, to  grant  a  pension  to  Willis  Tandy. 

Mr.  Roberts  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  the  re- 
port on  the  claim  of  John  H.  Piatt,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary, to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  providing  for  jails  in 
certain  cases  for  the  safe  custody  of  persons  im- 


prisoned under  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  discharged  from  the  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution  of  the  26th  instant,  relative 
to  a  reorganization  of  the  district  court  in  Louis- 
iana, and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  fix  and  equalize  the 
pay  of  the  oflScers  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  resolutions  to  compensate  certain  attendants 
on  the  Senate  were  severally  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to 
provide  for  persons  who  were  disabled  by  known 
wounds  received  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
for  other  purposes ;"  and  it  was  postponed  indef- 
initely. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  extend  the  charter 
of  the  Bank  of  Potomac  ;  and  it  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  authorizing  the  re- 
pair of  a  sea-wall  at  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  and  for 
other  purposes ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Dick- 
erson, it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Manuel  and  Isaac  Mon- 
santo, deceased  ;  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  the  suspension  of  the  recruiting  service, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and,  on  motion,  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Bills  entitled  as  follows,  viz  :  For  the  relief  of 
Joseph  M'Neil ;  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Milne ; 
for  the  relief  of  Lewis  H.  Guerlain  ;  for  the  relief 
of  John  Rodriguez ;  for  the  relief  of  Francis  B. 
Languille ;  to  establish  the  district  of  Pearl  River ; 
for  the  relief  of  James  Brady ;  for  the  relief  of 
Nicholas  Jarrott ;  were  severally  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

The  resolution  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Missouri 
into  the  Union  on  a  certain  condition,  was  read 
the  third  time. 

On  the  question,  "  Shall  this  resolution  pass?" 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  28, 
nays  14,  as  follows  : 

Ys  AS — Messrs.  Barbour,  Chandler,  Eaton,  Edwards, 
Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine.  Holmes  of  Mississippi, 
Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of 
Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Lowrie,  Morril,  Parrott, 
Pinkney,  Pleasants,  Roberts,  Southard,  Stokes.  Tal- 
bot, Taylor,  Thomas.  Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabama, 
Walker  of  Georgia,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and 
Williams  of  Tennessee. 

Nats — Messrs.  Dana,  Dickerson,  King  of  New 
York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Macon,  Mills,  Noble,  Otia, 
Ruggles,  Sanford,  Smith,  Tichenor,  and  Trimble. 

The  bill,  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  for 
the  relief  of  the  family  of  O.  H.  Perry,  was  re- 
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sumed ;  and,  after  debate,  in  the  course  of  which 
the  bill  was  eloquently  supported  by  Mr.  Hdnter, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Dana,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Elholt, 
Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Maine,    Holmes  of  MisBissippi, 
Horsey,   Hunter,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of 
Louisiana,    King  of  New    York,   Knight,    Lanman, 
L«WTie,  Mills,   Morril,  Otis,  Parrott,  Pleasants,   San-  ; 
ford,  Smith,  Southard,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Thomas,  Tich-  I 
enor,   Trimble,  Van  Dyke,   Walker  of  Georgia,  and  i 
Williams  of  Tennessee — 31. 

Nais — Messrs.  Eaton,  King  of  Alabama,  Macon, 
RoberU,  Ruggles,  Taylor,  Walker  of  Alabama,  and 
Williams  of  Mississippi — 8. 

And  the  bill  was  immediately  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  concerning  the  pro- 
cess of  execution  issuing  from  the  sixth  circuit 
court  of  the  United  Slates  for  the  district  of  Geor- 
gia ;  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  reward  Lieutenant 
Gregory,  his  officers,  and  companions ;  and  it  was 
laid^on  the  table. 

Tae  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
siah  Hook,  jr.;  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Alexander  Montgomery, 
deceased  ;  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit :  Authorizing 
the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  John  Gooding 
and  James  Williams;  for  the  relief  of  General 
Robert  Swartwout ;  to  authorize  the  clerk  of  the 
district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district 
of  Louisiana  to  appoint  a  deputy  to  aid  him  in 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office ;  for  the 
relief  of  J.  L.  B.  Macarty ;  for  passing  to  the  credit 
of  Nathaniel  Allen  certain  moneys  disbursed  by 
him  for  the  use  of  the  United  States ;  for  the  re- 
lief of  Bartholomew  Duverge ;  to  alter  the  time 
of  holding  the  district  court  in  the  northern  dis- 
trict of  the  State  of  New  York ;  to  extend  the 
time  for  unlading  vessels  arriving  from  foreign 
ports,  in  certain  cases ;  to  authorize  the  reconvey- 
ance of  a  tract  of  land  to  the  city  of  New  York  ; 
to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
remove  the  land  office  in  Lawrence  county,  in 
Arkansas ;  confirming  the  location  of  the  seat  of 
government  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  for  other 
purposes ;  for  the  relief  of  Rosalie  P.  Deslonde ; 
for  the  rdief  of  P.  D.  De  La  Ronde ;  further  to 
regulate  the  entry  of  merchandise  imported  into 
the  United  States  from  any  adjacent  territory ;  to 
establish  a  new  land  office  in  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi, and  for  the  better  regulation  of  certain  land 
districts  in  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi ; 
and  to  extend  the  term  of  Samuel  Parker's  patent. 
These  bills,  some  of  which  originated  in  this 
House,  and  some  of  them  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, were  severally  considered,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 


informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  the  bill 
which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
to  extend  the  charters  of  certain  banks  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia ;"  and  also  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  public  lands 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  July,  1820,"  with  amend- 
ments. They  have  pa.ssed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
further  to  amead  the  several  acts  relative  to  the 
Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments;"  in  which 
an^ndments  and  bill  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed  to 
a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of 
'  public  lands  prior  to  the  first  day  of  July,  1820," 
and  concurred  therein. 


Thursday,  March  1.        '  i 

The  credentials  of  John  Holmes,  appointed  a 

Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Maine 

for  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth  instant, 

were  read,  and  laid  on  file. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  : 
I  herewith  transmit  to  Congress  certain  extracts,  and 
a  copy  of  letters  received  by  the  Secretary  of  Stale  from 
the  Marshal  of  the  United  States  for  the  eastern  dis- 
trict of  Virginia,  in  relation  to  the  execution  of  the  act 
of  the  14th  of  March,  1820,  to  provide  for  taking  the 
Fourth  census,  together  with  the  answers  returned  to 
that  marshal  by  the  Secretary  of  Stale.     As  the  time 
within  which  the  asuiBtants  of  the  marshals  can  legally 
make  their  returns  expired  on  the  first  Monday  of  the 
present  month,   it  would  appear,  by  the  information 
from  the  marshal  at  Richmond,  that  the  completion  of 
the  Fourth  census,  as  it  respects  the  eastern  district  of 
Virginia,  will  have  been  defeated,  nvtonly  as  it  regards 
the  period  contemplated  by  law,  but  during  the  whole 
of  the  current  year,  unless  Congress,  to  whom  the  case 
is  submitted,  should,  by  an  act  of  the  present  seaaion, 
allow  further  time  for  making  the  returns  in  question. 
As  connected  with  this  subject,  it  is  also  submitted 
for  the  consideration   of  Congress,  how  far  the  mar- 
Hhals  ought  to  be  liable  to  the  payment  of  postage  on 
the  conveyance  of  the  papers  concerning  the  census 
and  manufactures  by  ihe  mail.     In  one  instance  it  has 
been  already  ascertained  that  this  item  of  contingent 
expense  will   amount  to  nearly  a  moiety  of  the  com- 
pensation of  the  marshal  for  the  whole  of  his  services. 
If  the  marshals  are  to   be  relieved  from  thift  charge, 
provision  will  be  necessary  by  law,  either  for  the  ad- 
mission of  it  in  their  accounts,  or  the  refunding  of  it 
by  the  respective  postmasters. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

VVa8hi!»oto3»,  Feb.  28,  1821. 

The  Message  and  documents  therein  referred  to 

were  read. 

Mr.  Barbour,  by  unanimous  consent,  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  taking  the  Fourth 
census  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  the 


bill  was  twice  read  by  unanimous  consent,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, reported  the  last  mentioned  bill  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  read,  and  the  bill  was 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and. 
the  amendment  having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill 
was  reported  to  the  House  accordingly ;  and,  the 
amendment  being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time.  It 
was  then  read  the  third  time  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Thomas,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  discharged  from  the  consider- 
ation of  the  petition  of  David  Chambers,  the  peti- 
tion of  William  Dick,  the  petition  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  village  of  Cote  Sans  Dessein,  in 
Missouri,  and  the  petition  of  John  W.  McGirk ; 
and  also  from  the  resolution  of  the  Assembly  of 
Ohio,  respecting  the  appropriations  of  lands  for 
the  support  of  schools. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion,  which  was  read,  considered,  and 
disagreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  the  Senate  such  information 
as  he  may  possess,  in  relation  to  the  decision  of  the 
Emperor  ot  Russia  on  the  question  depending  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  respecting  the 
construction  of  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent, 
aa  relates  to  the  restitution  of  slaves,  which  has  been 
referred  to  his  umpirage  by  both  Governments. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Macon,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid 
before  the  Senate,  in  the  first  week  of  the  next  t^- 
sion,  a  copy  of  the  survey  of  the  coast  of  North 
Carolina,  made  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of 
Congress  of  the  I9th  day  of  January,  in  the  year 
1819. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  on  the  memorial 
of  Jane  Baker ;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  re- 
solved, that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not 
to  be  granted. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  further  to  amend  the 
several  acts  relative  to  the  Treasury,  War,  and 
Navy  Departments,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  unlading  vessels 
arriving  from  foreign  ports  in  certain  cases,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  reconveyance  of  a  tract 
of  land  to  the  city  of  New  York,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  new  land  office  in  the 
State  of  Missi.ssippi,  and  for  the  better  regulation 
of  certain  land  districts  in  the  States  of  Alabama 
and  Mississippi,  was   read   the  third   time,  and 


The  bill  to  extend  the  term  of  Samuel  Parker's 
patents,  for  his  improvement  in  currving  and  fin- 
ishing leather  of  all  kinds,  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
further  to  regulate  the  entry  of  merchandise  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  from  any  adjacent 
territory,"  having  been  reported  by  the  committee 


correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  the  third 
time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  extending  the  time  for 
issuing  and  locating  military  land  warrants  to  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  Army,"  was 
read  the  third  tinoe,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Pierre 
Dennis  De  La  Ronde,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  hill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rosa- 
lie P.  Deslonde,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  confirming  the  loca- 
tion of  the  seat  of  government  of  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois, and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  remove  the  land  office 
in  the  district  of  Lawrence  county,  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Arkansas,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bar- 
tholomew Duverge,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  times  of 
holding  the  district  court  in  the  northern  district 
of  New  York,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  took  up  and  considered,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  due 
execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  within 
the  State  of  Missouri;  and  the  bill  having  been 
amended,  it  was  reported  to  the  House  accord- 
ingly ;  and  the  amendments  being  concurred  in, 
it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third 
time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  public  buildings," 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by 
the  Conmiittee  on  the  Public  Buildings ;  and,  the 
amendments  having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  House  accordingly;  and,  the  amend- 
ments being  concurred  in,  they  were  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consido-,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
William  Whitehead,  Joshua  Aubin,  and  James 
Graham ;  and,  the  same  having  been  amended,  it 
was  reported  to  the  House  accordingly  ;  and,  the 
amendment  being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

It  was  read  the  third  time  by  tuanioious  eon- 
sent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  1821,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ment reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance ;  and  the  amendment  being  agreed  to,  die 
bill  was  reported  to  the  House  accordingly,  and 
the  amendment  was  concurred  in,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  as  amend- 
ed, by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 
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March,  1821. 


March,  1821. 


Proctedingt. 


Senate^ 


i 


On  motion  by  Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  release 
French  ships  and  vessels  entering  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  prior  to  the  30th  day  of  June,  1820, 
from  the  operation  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
impose  a  new  tonnage  duty  on  French  ships  and 
vessels,  and  for  other  purposes,"  together  with  the 
amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations;  and  the  said  amendment  hav- 
ing been  amended,  it  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
was  reported  to  the  House  accordingly,  and  the 
amendment  was  concurred  in,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

It  was  then  read  the  third  time  as  amended  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 
-  The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  take  possession  of 
East  and  West  Florida,  and  to  establish  a  tem- 
porary government  therein ;  and,  no  amendment 
Laving  been  proposed,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time. 

It  was  then  read  the  third  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  supplemental  to  an 
act,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  appointment 
of  commissioners  to  lay  out  the  road  therein  men- 
tioned;" and,  no  amendment  having  been  made, 
it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled 
*An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage,'  passed  the  second  day  of  March, 
1799;"  and  the  same  having  been  amended,  it  was 
reported  to  the  House;  and,  the  amendments  being 
concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
alter  and  establish  certain  post  roads,"  together 
•with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads;  and, 
the  amendments  having  been  amended,  they  were 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House 
accordingly,  and  the  amendments  being  concurred 
in,  the  bill  was  further  amended  ;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion, "Shall  the  amendments  be  engrossed,  and 
the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?"  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 


Friday,  March  2. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  Committee 
on  Finance  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  providii»g  for  the  payment  of  the  bal- 
ance found  to  be  due  on  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts of  Alexander  James  Dallas,  paymaster  of 
the  Pennsylvania  militia,  on  the  30th  of  June,  1808. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Ruggles,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 


the  petition  of  James  Dufiee,  the  petition  of  Ann 
Hodge,  the  petition  of  George  Harpole,  the  peti- 
tion of  Drury  Bettis,  and  the  petition  of  Elderkin 
Potter. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Horsey,  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia  were  discharged  from 
the  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  said  District  in  favor  of  a  penitentiary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Buildings  were  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  Daniel  Carroll  and 
others. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  were  discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company. 

The  Senate  took  up  and  considered,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  resolution  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  authorizing  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  cause  astronomical  observa- 
tions to  l>e  made  to  ascertain  the  longitude  of  the 
Capitol,  in  the  City  of  Washington,  from  some 
known  meridian  in  Europe ;  and,  no  amendment 
having  been  proposed,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  the  third  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Koo- 
na-noo-lus-kee,  or  Challenge,  one  of  the  tribe  of 
the  Cherokee  Indians;  and  it  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  supplementary  to  the 
several  acts  for  adjusting  the  claims  to  land  and 
establishing  land  offices  in  the  districts  east  of  the 
island  of  New  Orleans;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Horsey,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Da- 
vid Cooper;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Williams, 
of  Mississippi,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded'  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  concerning  vessels 
employed  in  the  fisheries ;  and  it  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  collectors  of  customs  to  pay  deben- 
tures issued  on  the  exportation  of  loaf  sugar,  and 
spirits  distilled  from  molasses;"  and,  no  amend- 
ment having  been  proposed^  it  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading.  The  bill 
was  then  read  the  third  time  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  re- 
mit the  instalments  due  on  certain  lots  in  Shaw- 
neetown,  in  the  State  of  Illinois;  and  it  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  the  bill  to  revive  and  con- 
tinue in  force  "An  act  fixing  the  compensations 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  of  the  clerks  employed 


in  their  offices,  and  of  the  Librarian,"  approved 
the  18th  day  of  April,  1818 ;  and,  the  same  having  | 
been  amended,  it  was  reported  to  the  House  ac-  ; 
cordingly ;  and,  the  amendment  being  concurred 
in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time.  It  was  then  read  the  third  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  bill  supplemenul  to  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  lay  out  the 
road  therein  mentioned,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  due  execution  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  within  the  State  of 
Missouri,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plementary to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  lo  regulate 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage," 
passed  the  2d  day  of  March,  1799,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  public  buildings,"  was  read  the  third  time 
as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
alter  and  establish  certain  post  roads,"  having 
been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed, 
the  bill  was  further  amended  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  Webster ;"  and  no  amendment 
having  been  proposed,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading.  The  bill 
was  then  read  the  third  lime  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
establish  a  port  of  entry  in  the  district  of  San- 
dusky, in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," together  with  the  amendment  reported 
thereto  by  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures; and  the  amendment  having  been  agreed 
to,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House  accordingly, 
and  the  amendment  being  concurred  in,  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third 
time  as  amended.  The  bill  was  then  read  the 
third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State  to  issue  letters 

Eatent  to  Thomas  Oxley  ;"  and  no  amendment 
aving  been  proposed,  it  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  passed  to  a  third  reading.  The  bill  was  then 
read  the  third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1821 ;"  and  the 
same  having  been  amended,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House  accordingly ;  and  the  amendment  being 
concurred  in,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
the  biU  be  read  a  third  time  as  amended.  The 
bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  as  amended  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  McDuff;"  and,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Roberts,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
fix  and  equalize  the  pay  of  the  officers  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  States;"  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Williams,  of  Tennessee,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  resolution  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  providing  for  jails  in  certain 
cases  for  the  safe  custody  of  persons  imprisoned 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States;  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed,  it  was  reported 
to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading.  The 
resolution  was  then  read  the  third  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  pas.sed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wnole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fur- 
ther to  amend  the  several  acts  relative  to  the  Trea- 
sury, War,  and  Navy  Departments,"  and.  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Mills,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Robert  Buntin  ;"  and  the  same  hav- 
ing been  amended,  it  was  reported  to  the  House 
accordingly,  and  the  amendment  being  concurred 
in,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  the  bill  be 
read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Mr.  Tho.mas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  confirming 
certain  claims  to  land  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  re- 
ported it  without  amendment;  and  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

Ordered^  That  the  following  bills  which  ori^ 
nated  in  the  Senate  severally  lie  on  the  table,  viz: 
A  bill  giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  William 
Doak  and  Noble  Osborne ;  a  bill  supplementary 
to  an  act  passed  on  the  5th  of  April,  1820,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Harding,  Giles 
Harding,  John  Shute,  and  John  Nichols ;"  a  bill 
concerning  divorces  and  alimony  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  ;  a  bill  to  designate  the  boundaries 
of  a  land  district  and  for  the  establishment  of  a 
land  office  in  the  State  of  Indiana ;  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Dean  Weymouth;  a  bill  granting  to  the 
corporation  of  the  city  of  Mobile,  m  the  State  of 
Alabama,  certain  lots  of  ground  in  said  city;  a 
bill  to  empower  the  Levy  Court  for  the  county  of 
Washington  to  discontinue  a  certain  road  therein 
mentioned  ;  a  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  for  the 
reliefof John  H.Piatt. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  to  sell  and  convey 
a  certain  tract  of  land  in  Northumberland  county, 
in  the  State  of  Virginia;"  in  which  bill  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
twice  read  by  unanimous  consent;  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  San  FORD,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  the  last  mentioned  bill  without  amend- 
ment. 
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,  Senate. 


Proceedvngf. 


Mabcb,  1821. 


The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  last  mentioned  bill ;  and 
no  amendment  having  been  proposed,  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  House ;  and  passed  to  a  third  read- 
ing. The  bill  was  read  the  third  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Missis.sippi,  communicated  a 
•  letter  signed  bv  a  number  of  chiefs  of  the  Choctaw 
nation  of  Indians,  addressed  to  Andrew  Jackson 
and  Thomas  Hinds,  requesting  to  be  permitted  by 
law  to  become  citizens  of  the  united  States ;  and 
the  letter  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee oi  the  Whole,  the  three  resolutions  of  the 
27th  February,  to  compensate  certain  attendants 
on  the  Senate  ;  and  the  last  of  them  having  been 
amended,  th'ey  were  reported  to  the  House  accord- 
ingly ;  and,  the  amendments  being  concurred  in, 
the  resolutions  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  building  of  lighthouses  on  Cross 
and  Pond  Island,  in  the  harbor  of  Boothbay,  and 
at  the  mouth  of  Oswego  river,  and  placing  buoys 
on  the  Shoals  of  Nantucket  and  Vineyard  Sound, 
near  the  harbor  of  Wickford,  and  on  the  Altaraaha 
mer,  and  for  other  purposes,-'  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures ;  and  the  said 
amendments  having  been  amended,  they  were 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House 
accordingfly ;  and,  the  amendments  being  concurred 
in,  they  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill 
be  read  a  third  time  as  amended.  The  bill  was 
then  read  the  third  time  as  amended  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  passed,  and  the  title  was  amended  to 
read  "An  act  to  authorize  the  building  of  light- 
houses therein  mentioned,  and  for  other  purposes.'' 


Saturday,  March  3. 

The  credentials  of  Be.njamin  Ruggles,  appoint 
ed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on 
the  fourth  instant,  were  read,  and  laid  on  file. 

received  from  the 


The  foUowins  Message 


was 


President  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Congrus  of  the  United  States  .• 

I  communicate  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  copies 
of  a  treaty,  this  "day  duly  ratified  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  concluded  and  signed  at  the  Indian 
Springs,  on  the  8th  of  January  last,  with  the  Creek 
nation  of  Indians,  in  order  to  such  legislative  meas- 
ures as  may  be  necessary  for  giving  effect  to  it. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washiicgtoic ,  March  2,  1821. 

The  Message  was  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Thomas,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  discharged  from  the  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  of  Levi  Chadwick;  and,  also, 
from  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the  24th 
January,  ta  grant  the  right  of  pre-emption  in 
certain  cases. 

On  molNtt,  by  Mr.  Sanford,  the  Committee 
on  Finance  were  discharged  from  the  consideration 


of  the  resolution  of  the  first  instant,  to  provide 
for  the  payment  of  a  balance  due  on  the  settlement 
of  the  accounts  of  Alexander  James  Dallas. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Ruggles,  the  Committee 
of  Claims  were  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  petition  of  Josephus  B.  Stuart. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  location  of  land  warrants  and 
the  issuing  of  patents  in  certain  cases,"  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands ;  and,  the  amendments 
being  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House 
amended  ;  and,  the  amendments  being  concurred 
in,  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  be 
read  a  third  time  as  amended.  The  bill  was  then 
read  the  third  time  as  amended  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  passed. 

The  following  resolutions  were  respectively  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed  : 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Tweedy,  Tobias  Simpson, 
and  George  Hicks,  assistants  to  the  Sergeant-at-armi 
and  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate,  be  paid  out  of  the  con- 
tiogent  fund  two  dollars  a  day  for  each  day  they  may 
have  attended  the  Senate  during  the  present  session 
of  Congress ;  and  that  Henry  Tims  be  allowed  one 
hundred  dollars  for  bis  attendance  during  the  present 
session. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent 
fund  to  Robert  Tweedy,  Tobias  Simpson,  and  George 
Hicks,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  each 
for  citra  services. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be  authorized  to  pay 
R.B.  Washburn,  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
Senate,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per  day  for  the  time 
during  which  he  has  been  employed  in  the  Secretary's 
office  during  the  present  session. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert 
Buntin,"  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
1821  ;"  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
twice  read  by  unanimous  consent ;  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  the  last  mentioned  bill  with  amendments, 
wnich  were  read.  Whereupon,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
the  last  mentioned  bill,  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance ;  and  the  amendments  having  been  agreed 
to,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  ac- 
cordingly ;  and,  the  amendments  being  concurred 
in,  they  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill 
be  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  seven  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Seven  o'clock^  P.  M. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives  in- 
formed the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  bills 
of  the  following  titles,  viz :  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  borrow  a  sum 
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not  exceeding  four  millions  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars ;"  "An  act  for  carrying  into  execution  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  con- 
cluded at  Washington  on  the  22d  day  of  February, 
1819;"  "An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An 
act  for  the  gradual  ircrease  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States ;"  "An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled 
'An  act  for  regulating  process  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States;"  and  "An  act  to  establish  an  ad- 
ditional land  office  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan  ;" 
in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  five  bills  last  mentioned  were  severally  read 
twice  by  unanimous  consent. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  to  borrow  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding four  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars," was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  the  last  mentioned  bill  with  amendments  ; 
which  were  read. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  bill 
and  amendments,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and,  the  amendments  having  been  agreed  to,  the 
bill  was  reported  to  the  House  accordingly  ;  and 
the  amendments  being  concurred  in,  were  or- 
dered to  be  engrassed,  and  the  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended.  The  bill  was  read  the  third 
time  as  amended  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
passed. 

On  motion,  the  title  was  amended,  so  as  to  read 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  borrow  a  sum  not  exceeding^ce  Tnilliona 
of  dollars.''' 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  entitled  "An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1821,"  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
further  amended,  and  read  the  third  time  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  passed.  On  motion  the  title 
was  amended  by  adding  thereto  the  words  and  for 
other  purposes. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  carrying  into  ex- 
ecution the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain,  concluded  at  Washington  on  the  22d  day  of 
F'ebruary,  1819,"  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Barbol'R,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  reported  the  last  mentioned  bill  without 
amendment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  bill, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  no  amendment 
having  been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  read  a  third  time  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  gradual 
increase  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  ;"  and 
no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  it  was 
reported  to  the  House,  and  read  the  third  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  regulating  pro- 


cess in  the  courts  of  the  United  States ;"  and  no 
amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  House,  and  read  the  third  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  establish  an  additional  land  office 
in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,"  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act,  en- 
titled 'An  act  regulating  the  currency  within  the 
United  States  of  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  Portugal,  and  Spain,'  passed  on  the  29th 
day  of  April,  1816,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to 
the  crowns  and  five  franc  pieces  of  France ;"  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  twice  read  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  it  was  considered  by  the  Sen- 
ate, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  the  bill 
having  been  amended,  it  was  reported  to  the  House 
accordingly ;  and,  the  amendment  being  concurred 
in,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  be 
read  a  third  time  as  amended.  The  bill  was  then 
read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  establishing  the  salaries  of 
the  commissioners  and  agents  appointed  under  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent,"  in  which  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

They  disagree  to  the  amendments  proposed  by 
the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  military  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  year  1821." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  last  mentioned,  disagreed  to  by 
the  House  of  Representatives ;  and. 

Resolved,  That  they  do  insist  on  their  said  amend- 
ments, except  the  last  paragraph  of  the  fourth 
amendment,  from  which  they  recede.  '^ 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled "An  act  establishing  the  salaries  of  the  com- 
missioners and  agents  appointed  under  the  Treaty 
of  Ghent,"  was  twice  read  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  considered  by  the  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole ;  and. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbour,  to  strike  out  after 
the  word  "  that,"  in  the  third  line  of  the  first  sec- 
tion, the  following  words : 

From  and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  each  commis- 
sioner now  appointed,  or  who  may  be  appointed  agree- 
ably to  the  proviMions  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  hundred  dol- 
lars per  annum  ;  and  each  agent  appointed,  or  who  may 
be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  hundred  dollars  per  annum  ; 
which  said  sums  so  allowed  to  said  officers  respectively, 
shall  be  a  full  compensation  for  services  and  all  per- 
sonal expenses  incurred  while  in  the  performance  of 
the  duties  of  their  respective  offices  :  Provided,  That 
the  compensation  by  this  section  allowed,  shall  not  be 
continued  longer  than  two  years  from  the  said  finrt 
day  of  January,  1821. 

"  Sic  2.    Artd  be  it  further  enacted.   That  each 
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commissioner  and  agent  ahall  not  be  entitled  to  receive 
for  services  performed  in  their  respective  offices,  before 
the  said  first  day  of  January,  1821,  any  greater  sum 
than  the  rate  of  four  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty- 
four  dollars  per  annum,  which  shall  be  considered  a 
full  compensation  for  eervices  and  all  personal  expen- 
ses incurred  while  in  the  discharge  of  their  respective 

duties. 

»  Sac.  3.  And  be  it  fur i her  enacted.  That" 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  14, 
nays  19,  as  follows : 

Yeis — Messrs.  Barbour,  Chandler,  Eaton,  Elliott' 
Gaillard,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Hunter,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  King  of  New  York,  Otis,  Parrott,  Stokes, 
Trimble,  and  Walker  of  Alabama. 

Nats — Messrs.  Dana,  Dickerion,  Edwards,  Holmes 
of  Maine,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Knight,  Lanman, 
Lowrie,  Macon,  Pleasants,  Roberts,  Sanford,  Smith, 
Southard,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Tichenor,  and 
Williams  of  Tennessee. 

And  no  amendment  having  beeii  made  to  the 
said  bill  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  read  the 
third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  appointment  of  a  printer  or  printers 
on  their  part,  to  execute  the  printingof  the  Senate 
for  the  Seventeenth  Congress,  pursuant  to  the  res- 
olution of  the  3d  of  March,  1819,  on  the  subject; 
and,  the  ballots  having  been  counted,  it  appeared 
that  Messrs.  Gales  &  Seato.n  had  a  majority, 
and  were  elected. 

A  message  from  the  House  informed  the  Senate 
that  they  disagree  to  the  first  and  second,  and 
agree  to  the  third  of  the  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  borrow  a  sum 
not  exceeding  four  millions  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars ;"  and  they  insist  on  their  disagreement  to 
the  amendments  inj-isted  on  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  1S21." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  borrow  a  sum 
not  exceeding  four  millions  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars;"  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbour,  it 
was  resolved,  that  the  Senate  do  insist  on  their 
said  amendn^nts,  and  ask  a  conference  on  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Barbour  and  Kino,  of 
New  York,  be  the  managers  at  the  said  confer- 
ence on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  again  considered  their  amendments 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  military  service  of  the  United  States 
for  the  year  1821,"  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of 
Representatives;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bar- 
bour, that  the  Senate  further  insist  on  their  said 
amendments,  and  ask  a  conference,  a  division  of 
the  question  was  called  for ;  and  on  the  question 
again  to  insist  on  the  first  of  the  said  amendments 
as  follows : 

Section    1,  line  40,  strike  out  *'two  hundred  and 
two  thousand,"  and  insert  "  four  hundred  thousand," 


It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  20, 
nays  12,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Barbour,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliott, 
Holmes  of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Hunter, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of 
New  York,  Lanman,  Macon,  Otis,  Parrott,  Pleasants, 
Sanford,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Thomas,  and  Trimble. 

Nats — Messrs.  Chandler,  Dana,  Dickerson,  GaiN 
lard.  Knight,  Lowrie,  Roberts,  Kuggles,  Smith,  Tay- 
lor, Tichenor,  and  Williams  of  Tcnnescee. 

Whereupon,  Resolved^  That  the  Senate  do  fur- 
ther insist  on  their  said  amendments,  and  ask  a  ' 
conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses. 

Ordered.  That  Mr.  Barbour,  and  Mr.  King,  of 
New  York,  be  the  managers  at  the  said  confer- 
ence on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  agree  to  the  confer- 
ence asked  by  the  Senate  on  the  disagreeing  votes 
of  the  two  Houses,  on  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1821,"  and  have  appointed 
managers  at  the  same  on  their  part;  and  they 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  late  Le  Roy 
Opie ;"  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
twice  read  by  unanimous  consent,  and  considered 
by  the  Senate  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ; 
and  no  amendment  having  been  made,  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  House,  read  the  third  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  managers  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate  at  the  conference  on  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States  for  the  year  1821,"  reported  that 
they  had  met  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  conferred  freely  on 
the  subjects  committed  to  them,  but  that  they 
could  come  to  no  agreement  thereupon. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lowrie,  that  the  Senate 
recede  from  their  said  amendments,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative — yeas  17,  nays  16,  as 
follows : 

Ykas— Messrs.  Chandler,  Dana,  Dickerson,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Hunter,  Knight,  Lowrie,  Macon,  RoberU, 
Ruggles.  Smith,  Southard,  Taylor,  Van  Dyke,  Wal- 
ker of  Alabama,  and  Walker  of  Tennessee. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Holmes 
of  Maine,  Holmes  of  Mississippi,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Otis,  Parrott, 
Pleasants,  Sanford,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Taylor,  and  Trim- 
ble. 


So  it  was  Resulted^  That  the  Senate  do  recede 
from  their  amendments  to  the  said  bill.  , 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbour, 

Resoloed,  unanimnisly,  That  the  thanks  of  the 
Senate  be  presented  to  John  Gaillard,  for  the 
impartial,  able,  and  dignified  manner  in  which  he 
has  discharged  the  duties  of  President  of  the  Sen- 
ate during  the  present  session.     Whereupon,     . 
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Mr.  Gaillard  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows: 

Gkktlsmik  :  In  the  approbation  of  my  conduct  as 
presiding  officer,  expressed  by  this  honorable  body,  by 
those  with  whom  I  have  been  so  long  and  so  happily 
associated,  for  many  of  whom  I  entertain  a  warm  per- 
sonal attachment,  and  for  all  a  sincere  respect  and 
esteem.  I  have  received  an  ample  and  gratifying  re- 
ward for  the  solicitude  I  have  felt  to  merit  their  favor- 
able opinion.  If  various  and  repeated  acts  of  kind- 
ness; if  an  indulgent  and  Uberal  support  in  the  dis- 
charge of  my  official  duties,  present  claims  on  gratis 
tude,  then  am  I  largely  and  truly  your  debtor;  and 
the  more  especially  so,  when  it  may  be  emphatically 
added,  that,  whatever  of  public  consideration  I  may 
enjoy,  if  indeed  I  possess  any,  has  been  derived  more, 
much  more,  from  the  confidence  and  favor  you  have 
bestowed  on  me,  than  from  any  merit  of  my  own. 
Under  such  strong  obligations,  obligations  which  will 
ever  be  recollected  and  acknowledged  with  pride  and 
pleasure,  I  now  tender  to  you  gentlemen,  collectively, 
as  well  as  individually,  my  grateful  thinks,  wishing 
you  a  safe  and  happy  return  to  your  homes  and  fami- 
lies, and  the  enjoyment  of  health,  happiness,  and 
prosperity. 


On  motion,  by  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate, 
I  jointly  with  such  committee  as  may  be  appointed 
!  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 
I  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
notify  him  that,  unless  he  may  have  other  commu- 
j  nications  to  make  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress, 
I  they  are  ready  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  and  Mr.  Hunter,  were 
j  appointed  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House,  having  fin- 
ished the  business  before  them,  are  about  to  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  from  the  joint  com- 
mittee, reported  that  they  had  waited  on  the  Presi- 

j  dent  of  the  United  States,  who  informed  them 
that  he  had  no  further  communication  to  make  to 

I  the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

Whereupon,  the  President  adjourned  the  Sen- 
!  ate  without  day. 


SUPPLEMENTAL  SPEECHES. 


SPEECH  OF   MR.  SMITH,  OF  8.  C. 

Ix  TBK  SsKiTs,  Jm.  17,  1821. 

On  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Petition  of 
Matthew  Lyon. 

Mr.  S.MITH,  of  South  Carolina,  addressed  the 
Senate  as  follows : 

He  thought  this  subject  had  been  brought  before 
the  Senate  at  a  very  unseasonable  time.  He  like- 
wise felt  a  reluctance  in  taking  any  part  in  the 
debate,  and  had  intended  to  content  himself  with 
giving  a  silent  vote  when  the  resolutions  were  first 
submitted  ;  but  his  honorable  friend  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Barbour)  had,  in  a  very  unprovoked  man- 
ner, laid  him  under  the  necessity  of  entering  the 
lists  in  self-defence.  That  gentleman  had  told 
the  Senate  the  great  object  of  the  resolutions  was, 
to  declare  by  a  Taw,  to  be  passed  by  the  present 
Congress,  that  the  act  of  Congress  which  was 
passed  on  the  14th  day  of  July,  1798,  and  which 
expired  by  its  own  limitation  on  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1801,  commonly  called  the  sedition  law, 
under  which  the  petitioner,  Matthew  Lyon,  and 
several  other  worthy  citizens,  had  been  at  difi'erent 
times  indicted  for  libels,  was  an  unconstitutional 
law ;  and,  therefore,  all  the  fines  and  forfeitures 
which  had  been  received  in  consequence  of  the 
convictions  under  those  indictments  ought  to  be 
refunded.    In  discussing  this  subject  he  would  not 


attempt  to  follow  the  gentleman  through  all  the 
arguments  with  which  he  had  with  so  much  elo- 
quence entertained  the  Senate;  because  very  many 
of  them  had  no  sort  of  application  to  the  question 
before  us.  Upon  an  inquiry  by  Congress  into 
their  powers  to  look  back  upon  a  law  which  had 
expired  twenty  years  ago  by  its  own  limitation, 
and  to  revive  it  for  no  other  purpose  but  to  de- 
clare that  this  expired  law,  at  the  time  of  its  op- 
eration, was  unconstitutional,  but  little  aid  could 
be  derived  from  being  told,  as  the  gentleman  had 
done  in  a  strain  of  eloquence  which  no  one  could 
reach  but  himself,  that  Malhew  Lyon  was  a  very 
poor  man,  and  to  return  him  his  fine  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars  would  profit  him,  and  not  impoverish 
the  United  States;  and  that  it  would  tend  to  re- 
store his  injured  reputation;  that  he  had  been 
sent  fifty  miles  from  the  place  of  his  conviction 
through  a  populous  country  for  the  purpose  of 
exposing  him  to  public  view ;  that  he  had  been 
confined  in  a  dreary  dungeon,  during  the  whole 
Winter  months,  without  the  privilege  of  fire ;  and 
denied  at  the  same  time  the  privilege  of  pen,  ink, 
and  paper,  lest  he  should  communicate  bis  priva- 
tions and  his  agonies  to  his  friends.  These  were 
arguments  addressed  to  our  feelings,  and  not  to 
our  judgments.  If  Matthew  Lyon  has  been  op- 
pressed by  those  who  have  been  intrusted  with  the 
execution  of  this  law,  in  the  manner  stated  by  the 
honorable  gentleman,  it  would  excite  the  utmost 
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contempt  for  such  unrelenting  tyrants.  But,  he 
hoped,  for  the  honor  of  the  public  officers,  as  well 
as  for  the  honor  of  the  citizens  of  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont, and  for  the  honor  of  humanity  itself,  that 
the  charge  was  unfounded.  It  was  substantiated 
by  no  testimony,  or  document  of  any  description 
whatever,  except  the  petition ;  and  that  coming 
from  the  person  immediately  concerned,  uncorrob- 
orated by  any  one  circumstance  whatsoever,  was 
a  ground  too  slender  to  gain  our  credence,  and  he 
would  discard  it  from  his  mind.  But,  if  true  to 
the  full  extent,  as  represented  by  the  petitioner 
himself,  it  could  only  excite  our  pity  and  indigna- 
tion, but  could  arm  us  with  no  power  to  decide, 
in  our  legislative  capacity,  upon  the  Constitution- 
ality of  a  law  which  had  been  extinct  for  twenty 
years. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  asserted  that 
the  sedition  law  was  unconstitutional,  and  that  we 
had  the  power  to  declare  it  so  by  a  law,  even  now. 
He  has  gone  so  far  as  to  say  that  no  other  compe- 
tent power  exists  by  which  a  law  can  be  declared 
unconstitutional. 

Mr.  S.  observed,  that  what  he  was  about  to  say 
on  this  question,  should  not  be  said  as  an  advocate 
for  the  sedition  law ;  on  the  contrary,  he  wished 
it  to  be  explicitly  understood  that  he  should  not 
speak  a  single  word  to  prove  it  Constitutional. 
He  would  not  even  go  into  the  inquiry.  If  a 
proposition  was  now  before  the  Senate  to  re-enact 
that  law,  it  would  then  be  his  duty  to  do  so,  and 
he  would  fulfil  that  duty.  And  if  it  would  in  the 
least  degree  gratify  his  friends,  he  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that  he  held  the  sedition  law  in  as 
utter  contempt  as  any  man  in  this  nation  could 
do.  Nor  had  he  the  least  possible  doubt  but  that 
the  Federal  party,  which  then  held  the  reins  of 
Grovernment,  had  no  other  object  in  view  when 
they  passed  this  law,  than  that  of  securing  their 
power  and  putting  down  the  Republican  party. 
However,  he  denied  what  gentlemen  had  said, 
who  advocated  the  resolutions,  that  the  sedition 
law  had  such  an  effect  upon  the  public  sentiment 
as  to  produce  a  revolution  in  the  jwlitical  parties, 
by  which  the  Republican  party  got  possession  of 
the  Government.  The  Republican  party  stood  in 
need  of  no  such  aid.  It  was  founded  on  correct 
principles,  and  such  as  could  stand  the  test  of  ex- 
perience and  trial ;  and  had  obtained  such  a  strong 
hold  on  the  public  mind,  that  Federalism  was 
giving  way  to  it,  and  the  sedition  law  was  passed 
with  a  hope  of  bolstering  up  the  Federal  cause. 
But,  what  has  all  this  to  do  with  the  question  now 
under  consideration?  The  motives  for  passing 
the  law,  and  the  effect  upon  the  public  mind,  could 
neither  give  to,  nor  take  from  you,  the  power  of 
declaring  that  law  unconstitutional.  If  you  have 
the  power,  it  exists  independent  of  any  such  cir- 
cumstances ;  if  you  have  it  not,  no  circumstances 
whatever  can  give  it  to  you.  You  most  derive 
your  power  from  the  Constitution  itself;  if  that 
does  not  give  it  to  you,  nothing  foreign  can  give 
it  to  you. 

Mr.  S.  observed,  that  Congress  had  the  power 
to  pass  laws,  but  had  no  power  to  declare  such 
laws  unconstitutional  after  they  had  passed.    That 


function  belonged  exclusively  to  the  judges.  Con- 
gress could  repeal  any  law,  whilst  it  was  in  oper- 
ation, but  that  was  the  only  control  it  had  over  a 
law.  As  soon  as  a  law  becomes  extinct,  the  pow- 
ers of  Congress  to  exercise  a  control  over  it  become 
extinct  also.  It  has  been  asked,  if  one  Congress 
should  pass  an  unconstitutional  law,  and  should 
refuse  to  repeal  it,  as  in  the  case  of  the  sedition 
law,  and  the  judges  should  pronounce  it  Consti- 
tutional, what  course  were  the  people  to  pursue  to 
redress  such  a  grievance?  The  answer  is  a  plain 
one ;  the  people  have  the  power  to  hurl  from  their 
seats  such  perverse  members  who  should  pass  an 
unconstitutional  law,  and  refuse  afterwards  to  re- 
peal it.  They  have  this  control,  and  this  only, 
over  their  members.  Over  the  judges  they  had  the 
power  of  impeachment,  but  no  other  Constitutional 
control.  If  these  two  departments  should  continue 
to  abuse  the  powers  in  them  vested,  and  pervert 
the  Constitution,  and  bring  on  such  oppression  as 
could  not  be  borne,  the  sovereign  people  would 
resort  to  first  principles,  and  new  model  their  (Jov- 
ernment.  Mo  human  institutions  were  free  from 
imperfections ;  no  human  actions  exempt  from  er- 
ror ;  and  if  one  abuse  had  crept  into  your  Govern- 
ment, and  had  nearly  passed  into  oblivion,  and  not 
likely  to  be  repeated,  it  was  better  to  let  it  rest  than 
to  attempt  to  remedy  it  by  a  violent  infraction  of 
the  Constitution,  by  assuming  to  yourselves  the 
powersof  reviewing  the  decisions  of  your  courts 
of  justice. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  i»  not  the 
production  of  Congress — it  is  not  the  property  of 
Congress.  It  is  the  production  of  the  people,  and 
the  property  of  the  people.  It  is  their  shield  against 
the  abuse  of  powers,  as  well  as  against  the  usurpa- 
tion of  powers  both  by  Congress  and  the  judges. 
Your  powers  are  limited.  All  legislative  powers 
are  granted  to  Congress,  and  all  judicial  powers 
are  granted  to  the  judges.  You  have,  therefore, 
the  power  to  enact  laws,  but  no  power  to  sit  in 
judgment  upon  those  laws.  It  is  expressly  and 
exclusively  given  to  the  judges  to  construe  the 
laws,  and  to  decide  upon  their  constitutionality. 
The  judges  are  an  independent  and  co-ordinate 
branch  of  the  Grovernment ;  deriving  their  author- 
ity from  the  Constitution,  and  not  from  Congress. 
They  are  accountable  to  the  sovereign  people:  and 
if  guilty  of  malpractice  in  administering  the  laws, 
they  can,  and  ought  to  be  impeached ;  and  you  are 
the  tribunal  before  which  they  are  to  answer;  bet 
there  your  powers  cease.  You  have  powers  to 
punish  judges  for  corruption,  but  none  to  revise 
and  correct  their  decisions. 

Mr.  S.  said,  of  the  whole  number  of  the  Sena- 
tors which  he  then  had  the  honor  to  address,  he 
was  happy  to  know  that  three-fourths  of  them 
were,  or  nad  been  practising  lawyers,  and  the 
greater  part  of  them  statesmen  of  much  experi- 
ence ;  and,  as  he  had  once  done  when  this  question 
was  before  the  Senate  at  a  former  session,  he  would 
call  on  gentlemen  to  point  out  that  part  of  the 
Constitution  which  gives  to  Congress  the  power 
to  declare  a  law  unconstitutional,  and  to  revoke  a 
solemn  judicial  decision,  made  by  judges  consti- 
tutionally  authorized,  and  competent  to   decide 
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twenty  years  after  the  decision  had  had  its  com- 
plete operation,  and  twenty  years  after  the  law 
itself  had  expired  by  its  own  limitation.  No  gen- 
tleman would  attempt  it.  Such  a  power  nowhere 
exists — such  a  decision  was  unheard  of  in  the  an- 
nals of  legislation.  There  was  not  a  deliberative 
body  in  the  whole  civilized  world  that  had  ever 
claimed  this  right 

Mr.  S.  observed,  that  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Barbour)  had  indulged  in  many  ob- 
servations upon  the  judges,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
judges.  In  doing  so  he  had  said  "  Kings  can  do 
no  wrong ;  but  your  judges  have  not  that  attribute 
— they  are  fallible,  like  other  men."  The  gentle- 
man then  observed,  that  "those  who  had  been 

*  judges  themselves,  would,  no  doubt,  take  part 
'  with  those  who  had  decided  upon  the  constitu- 

*  tionality  of  the  sedition  law  to  maintain  the  fra- 
'  ternity."  And,  whilst  the  gentleman  thus  ad- 
dressed the  Senate,  he,  in  the  most  significant 
manner,  Mr.  S.  said,  had  pointed  at  himself,  so  as 
to  leave  no  doubt  but  he  was  the  subiect  of  this 
animadversion,  as  he  had  once  had  the  honor  to 
hold  the  appointment  of  an  associate  judge  in  the 
State  in  which  he  resided.  To  relieve  himself 
from  the  imputation,  he  would  beg  leave  to  com- 
pare his  own  course,  since  he  had  held  a  seat  in 
the  Senate,  with  that  of  the  gentleman  himself,  as 
respected  partiality  for  the  judges.  When  one  of 
the  judges,  from  South  Carolina,  too,  at  a  former 
session,  asked  to  be  paid  a  sum  of  money  for  extra 
services,  he  had  himself  objected  to  that  claim, 
because  he  was  of  opinion  it  was  wrong.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  voted  for  that  claim.  Three 
years  ago  the  gentleman  originated  a  bill  to  in- 
crease the  salary  of  the  heads  of  departments,  and, 
along  with  them,  to  raise  the  salary  of  the  circuit 
judges  from  $3,500  to  §4,500.  He  opposed  it  him- 
self, believing  the  then  salary  was  adequate  to  the 
services;  the  gentleman  maintained  it.  Finally 
the  bill  passed,  and  the  associate  judges  are  now 
on  a  salary  of  S4,500,  by  his  exertions.  Why  give 
to  the  judges  this  increase  of  salary,  if  they  are  not 
to  be  confided  in  ?  And  he  would  ask,  on  whose 
side  the  strongest  partiality  had  been  evinced? 

As  his  honorable  friend  from  North  Carolina 
(Mr.  Maco.n)  would  probably  give  his  opinion  to 
the  Senate  on  this  subject,  \Ir.  S.  would  antici- 
pate what  he  would  say  concerning  judges.  He 
would  say  that,  appointing  a  man  a  judge,  would 
by  no  means  change  his  principles,  li  he  had  set- 
tled his  political  opinion,  the  appointment  could 
not  change  him  ;  it  he  was  corrupt,  he  would  con- 
tinue corrupt.  That  judges  were  always  on  the 
side  of  the  Administration,  and  dependent  upon 
those  who  gave  them  their  places,  and,  upon  a 
question  where  the  Government  was  concerned, 
they  always  went  with  the  Government;  and 
withal,  that  judges  were  no  more  to  be  trusted  than 
other  men.  Mr.  S.  said  he  was  willing  to  admit 
all  this.  He  was  by  no  means  an  advocate  for  the 
rights  of  judges  beyond  those  of  other  men.  In- 
deed he  would  allow  more  than  that ;  judges  not 
only  had  their  prejudices  when  grand  i)olitical 
questions  agitated  the  public  mind,  but  sometimes 
became  partisans,  and  endeavored  to  influence  the 


public  sentiment.  Some  of  the  United  States 
judges,  and  likewise  some  of  the  State  judges, 
about  the  time  this  sedition  law  passed,  and  dur- 
ing its  continuance,  were  in  the  habit  of  preach- 
ing political  sermons  in  the  courts  of  justice,  in  the 
shape  of  what  they  called  a  charge  to  the  grand 
jury.  In  these  charges  they  availed  themselves  of 
their  official  stations  to  disseminate  their  own  po- 
litical creeds.  They  preached  much  against  French 
politics,  and  the  danger  of  French  influence,  and 
against  the  growing  democracy  in  our  own  coun- 
try. He  had  in  his  library  one  of  those  political 
sermons,  which  was  delivered  to  the  grand  juries 
by  one  of  the  associate  judges  of  South  Carolina. 
Me  kept  it  as  a  memento  of  the  times. 

Mr.  S.  observed,  there  was  a  story  in  circulation, 
but  whether  a  true  story  he  could  not  tell,  that  one 
of  your  judges  had  descended  from  his  high  station 
during  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  mingled 
in  the  strife ;  and  endeavored,  with  no  little  zeal, 
to  influence,  by  his  arguments,  both  within  ani. 
without  the  Congress,  the  decision  of  a  political 
question  to  a  result  that  would  shake  this  Union 
to  its  centre;  and,  not  content  with  this,  he  had 
likewise  taken  up  the  trade  of  political  preaching 
to  grand  juries,  upon  the  same  subject.  Although 
he  acknowledged  that  a  judge,  who  should  forget 
that  it  was  his  duty  to  administer  the  laws,  but  not 
to  make  laws,  and  should,  by  his  vanity  or  his  am- 
bition, thrust  himself  into  this  House,  to  whisper 
his  political  tenets  into  your  ears,  was  intermed- 
dling beyond  his  Constitutional  sphere,  and  would 
justly  incur  the  execrations  of  every  independent 
man,  yet  he  had  still  to  learn,  however  profligate 
the  judges  might  be,  that  Congress  could  assume 
powers  not  delegated  by  the  Constitution. 

His  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Barbour)  had 
said,  that  "the  judges  had  refused  to  declare  this 
'  sedition  law  unconstitutional,  and,  unless  Con- 
'  gress  will  do  so,  the  Grovernment  is  in  danger, 
'  and  it  is  the  only  means  by  which  your  Consti- 
^  tution  can  be  brought  back  to  its  original  purity." 

Amongst  many  other  grounds  to  impress  a  ne- 
lief  that  the  law  is  unconstitutional,  and  that  you 
ought  to  declare  it  so,  he  gives  us  the  opinions  of 
President  Madison  and  Chief  Justice  Marshall ; 
and,  the  better  to  enforce  it,  tells  you  to  look  into  the 
Journals  of  the  Federal  Convention,  lately  pub- 
lished for  your  use,  and  you  will  find  that  Mr. 
Madison  furnished  more  of  the  materials  for  that 
Constitution  than  any  other  member  of  that  Con- 
vention. Mr.  S.  said,  he  did  not  wish  to  take 
from  that  venerable  patriot,  nor  from  Virginia, 
any  of  their  just  honors,  of  which  they  were  really 
entitled  to  so  great  a  portion  ;  nor  was  he  willing 
to  ask  for  any  for  the  citizens  of  his  own  State, 
where  they  had  no  claim ;  but,  from  the  Journals 
of  that  Convention,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that 
Mr.  Charles  Pinckney  of  South  Carolina,  had 
submitted  propositions  upon  which  almost  all  the 
important  provisions  of  the  Constitution  were 
based.  This,  however,  had  but  little  to  do  with 
the  subject  under  consideration,  nor  would  he 
have  mentioned  it  but  to  correct  what  he  consid- 
ered a  mistake  in  his  friend  from  Virginia.  As 
to  the  opinions  of  President  Madison  and  Chief 
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Justice  Marshall,  although  he  believed  them  to 
rank  with  the  greatest  statesmen  living,  neverthe- 
less, as  they  were  offered  as  authority,  they,  like 
other  authorities,  were  subject  to  be  examined  on 
both  sides ;  and,  so  far  as  regards  bringing  the  Con- 
stitution back  to  its  original  purity,  their  opin- 
ions on  another  occasion  would  leave  some  doubt. 
Within  three  years  after  the  adoption  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution,  Mr.  President  Madison,  in  de- 
bate upon  a  proposition  to  incorporate  the  former 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  opposed  it  on  the 
ground  of  its  being  unconstitutional — he  said  : 

"  In  making  these  remarks  on  the  merits  of  the  bill, 
be  bad  reserved  to  himself  the  right  to  deny  the  au- 
thority of  Congress  to  pass  it.  He  haJ  entertained 
this  opinion  from  the  date  of  the  ('onstiiution.  His 
impression  might  perhaps  be  stronger,  because  be  well 
recollected  that  a  power  to  grant  charters  to  incor- 
porations had  been  proposed  in  the  General  Conven- 
tion, and  rejected." 

But,  wliena  bill  to  incorporate  the  present  Bank 
of  the  United  Slates  was  submitted  for  his  ap- 
proval, and  when  he  could  have  put  it  down  for- 
ever, he  found  means  to  get  over  all  his  Consti- 
tutional scruples,  and  approved  the  act.  This  I 
afforded  him  proper  occasion  to  restore  the  Con-  i 
stitution.  There  was  no  overwhelming  majority  j 
in  Congress  in  its  favor,  and  but  a  few  sessions 
before  it  had  been  negatived  by  a  majority  of  Con- 
gress, upon  the  express  ground  of  its  unconstitu- 
tionality. There  was  no  war  to  impose  any  thing 
like  necessity  for  establishing  such  a  bank.  But 
the  era  of  good  feelings  had  began  to  dawn.  We 
had  never  heard  that  the  Chief  Justice  Marshall 
had  said  the  bank  was  unconstitutional,  but,  to 
prove  the  converse,  upon  the  question  of  right 
in  the  States  to  tax  that  bank,  the  opinion  he  gave 
must  be  admitted  to  be  a  very  labored  one,  des- 
titute of  authority,  and  only  maintained  upon  the 
ground  of  implication  and  experience. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  said,  "  that 

*  the  defenders  of  the  sedition  law  had  found  the 

*  authority  for  Congress  to  pass  such   a   law,  in 

*  that  part  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article 
'  of  the  Constitution,  which   provides  for  calling 
'  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
'  suppress  insurrection,  and  repel  invasions."    Mr. 
S-MiTH  said,  he  had  adverted  to  this  remark  of  the 
gentleman,  not  with  a  view  of  defending  the  sedi- 
tion law,  but  to  show  that  the  gentleman   had 
drawn  from  the  same  fruitful  source  himself  on 
several  occasions,  and  to  caution  the  gentleman, 
if  he  wishes  to  bring  the  Constitution  back  to  its 
original  puritv,  and  maintain  it  in  that  purity,  to 
touch   that  8th  section  with  a  sparing   hand.     In 
1816  the  gentleman  had  stood  foremost  with  the 
friends  of  the  bank.     The  bank  sprung  from  the 
same  fountain,  the  8lh  section.     The  gentleman 
now  acknowledged  he  had  erred  in  that  vote,  but 
says  it  was  a  time  of  imperious  necessity.     He 
says,  "  the  house  was  on  tire,  and  no  alternative 
but  to  extinguish  it  in  this  way."     If  he  meant  by 
the  house  being  on  fire,  the  pressure  of  the  war, 
he  was   mistaken.     The   bank  charter  was   not 
granted  till  1S16,  and  peace  had  been  proclaimed 
in  1815,  more  that  a  rear  before.     This  institution 


had  sprung  up  in  the  era  of  good  feeling  too ;  and 
was  now  convulsing  the  Union.  It  was  a  brand 
of  discord  between  the  States  and  the  General 
Gk>vernment.  In  1817  the  road  and  canal  mania 
raged.  The  gentleman  was  one  of  its  zealous  ad- 
vocates, and  voted  for  it.  He  had  since  found  he 
was  wrong,  and  that  it  was  unconstitutional.  The 
gentleman,  in  speaking  of  the  sedition  law  spring- 
ing from  the  8th  section,  takes  occasion  to  say,  the 
alien  law  was  a  twin  from  the  same  mother.  He 
could  tell  the  gentleman  that  his  road  and  canal 
law  had  descended  from  the  8lh  section  also,  but 
its  mother  could  not  be  ascertained.  One  gentle- 
man derived  the  power  to  Congress  to  make  roads 
and  canals  from  that  clause  of  this  8th  section 
which  gives  Congress  power  "  to  pay  the  debts 
and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare  of  the  United  States."  Another  could 
see  it  in  the  clause  which  gives  Congress  the 
power  '•  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  na- 
tions.*' Another,  in  that  clause  which  authorizes 
Congress  "  to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads ;" 
another  in  that  clause  which  authorizes  Congress 
''  to  raise  and  support  armies  ;"  and  another  class 
could  perceive  it  in  the  wisdom  of  the  Convention. 
They  could  not  believe  that  so  wise  an  assemblage 
of  men  could  have  intended  to  forget  making  pro- 
vision for  improvements  so  desirable,  although 
they  had  actually  forgotten  it.  We  could,  from 
this  diversity  of  opinions,  perceive  that  the  mother 
of  this  road  and  canal  law  could  not  be  accurately 
traced.  Nor  was  the  father  of  it  known,  and  it 
was  of  course  an  illegitimate. 

If  gentlemen  wished  to  restore  the  Constitution 
to  its  original  purity,  and  preserve  it  inviolate,  it 
was  not  to  be  done  by  retrospective  operations  upon 
expired  laws,  and  long  past  legal  decisions.  If  you 
wish  to  preserve  your  Constitution  pure,  you  must, 
when  questions  of  policy  of  a  doubtful  character 
arise,  first  examine  for  your  Constitutional  powers 
to  act  upon  them.  If  the  power  is  not  delegated, 
it  is  reserved  to  the  States  or  to  the  people,  and 
you  can  go  no  further.  But,  instead  of  resorting 
to  an  inquiry  of  this  sort,  the  usual  mode  is,  when 
a  gentleman  of  the  Senate  wishes  to  carry  a  favor- 
ite point,  he  tells  you  what  you  have  done  hereto- 
fore ;  he  gives  you  a  precedent.  These  precedents 
are  produced  very  often,  because,  gentlemen  say, 
the  object  is  of  little  importance,  or  their  friends 
are  concerned,  and  they  do  not  like  to  oppose  it. 
And  he  had  been  told,  on  a  very  important  occa- 
sion, when  he,  Mr.  S.,  was  urging  the  propriety  of 
adhering  to  the  Constitution,  that,  "it  the  meas- 
'  ure  was  unconstitutional,  it  was,  nevertheless, 
*  safe,  whilst  we  had  it  in  our  own  hands ;  that  we 
'  would  take  care  not  to  abuse  it."  So  your  own 
precedents,  which  you  are  daily  accumulating,  to 
suit  the  convenience  of  one  to-day,  and  of  another 
to-morrow,  and  your  own  infallibility,  now  seem 
to  form  the  measure  of  your  Constitutional  powers. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  not  contented 
himself  with  this,  but  has  gone  to  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain  for  precedents,  and  gives  you  some 
cases  of  attainder.  The  cases  referred  to  were 
cases  of  attainder  by  the  Parliament  itself,  and 
not  the  decisions  oi   a  court  of  justice.     There 
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was  no  parallel  between  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
The  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  was  omnipotent 
By  its  fundamental  principles  that  Parliament  is  a 
court  of  judicature  to  hear  cases  in  the  last  resort ; 
they  can  do  any  thin^  which  the  wisdom  of  its 
members  may  deem  right.  It  can  depose  a  king, 
or  raise  one  to  the  throne ;  or  it  can  change  the 
royal  descent  at  pleasure.  The  will  of  Parliament 
is  the  Constitution  alone  by  which  its  powers  are 
limited.  It  is  not  so  in  our  Grovemment.  Your 
powers  are  prescribed,  and  you  cannot  act  beyond 
that  limit.  Can  Congress  remove  a  Chief  Magis- 
trate at  its  mere  will  and  pleasure,  and  place 
another  in  the  chair  ?  You  have  not  thougnt  so 
yet,  perhaps,  but  if  you  are  to  take  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain,  with  all  its  gigantic  and  omnip- 
otent powers  for  your  guide,  and  conceive  your 
powers  to  be  equally  gigantic  and  omnipotent,  you 
may  do  so  whenever  you  think  a  fit  occasion  pre- 
sents itself.  Whilst  the  whole  civilized  world  is 
gazing  upon  our  political  course,  and  admiring  the 
simplicity  of  our  Government,  not  more  on  ac- 
count of  the  powers  retained  by  the  people  and  by 
the  States,  than  for  the  well  defined  and  precise 
limits  that  are  prescribed  to  the  powers  given  to 
each  branch  of  the  Government,  we  are  looking 
for  foreign  precedents  to  authorize  us  to  go  beyond 
our  limits,  and  lay  hold  on  powers  not  delegated 
by  the  Constitution. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Barbour) 
had  declared,  "  it  was  against  the  theory  of  our 
institutions  to  control  the  liberty  of  the  press  by 
tolerating  a  prosecution  for  a  libel,  even  in  a  State." 
And  then,  the  gentleman  avows,  "it  is  a  business 
between  individuals  only." 

Mr.  S.  observed,  alinough  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  for  wise  purposes,  may  have  denied 
this  power  to  the  General  Government,  and  prob- 
ably it  was  wise  to  do  so,  yet  the  gentleman  had 
most  egregiously  mistaken  the  powers  as  well  as 
the  practice  of  the  States  to  carry  on  prosecutions 
for  libels.  The  English  common  law  of  libels 
was  said  to  have  originated  in  the  Star  Chamber, 
in  the  times  of  high-handed  political  oppression. 
But  it  became  a  part  of  the  common  law.  and 
was  transferred  to  this  country,  and  adopted  by  all 
the  old  States,  some  of  which  still  retain  it,  and 
others  have  ameliorated  by  it,  their  constitutions  or 
by  statute.  There  was  not  a  State  in  the  Union, 
either  old  or  new,  where  a  prosecution  for  libels 
was  not  authorized,  either  by  the  common  law,  by 
statute,  or  by  the  Stale  constitution.  In  the  States 
of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island, 
New  Jersey,  Vermont,  Georgia,  and  New  York, 
the  common  law  had  been  relaxed  by  statute  so 
far  as  to  allow  the  defendant  to  give  the  truth  in 
evidence.  But  these  States  still  retain  the  com- 
mon law  punishment  of  fine,  imprisonment,  pil- 
lory, and  whipping,  at  the  discretion  of  the  judge 
who  shall  pass  the  sentence  upon  conviction. 

Virginia  itself  retained  the  common  law,  but  by 
a  forced  construction  suffered  the  truth  to  be  given 
in  evidence,  and  punished  by  the  common  law 
rule  of  fine,  imprisonment,  pillory,  and  whipping, 
if  the  judge  should  so  order.     All  these  States 


which  have  noticed  the  subject  at  all,  have  pro- 
tected the  liberty  of  the  press.  Virginia  had  been 
silent  on  that  important  privilege  in  her  constitu- 
tion. Maryland  bad  adopted  the  common  law, 
and  punished  and  prosecuted  according  to  its  rules. 

The  State  of  North  Carolina  had  formed  for 
herself,  immediately  after  the  declaration  of  in- 
dependence, perhaps  the  best  constitution  of  any 
State  in  the  Union.  In  that  constitution  the  lib- 
erty of  the  press  was  better  protected  than  in  any 
other  State.  Its  language  is  stronger  and  more 
explicit.  It  is  in  these  words :  "  That  the  freedom 
of  the  press  is  one  of  the  great  bulwarks  of  lib- 
erty, and,  therefore,  ought  never  to  be  restrained." 
Notwithstanding  this,  the  common  law  of  libels  is 
in  full  force  in  that  State.  And  it  would  appear 
as  if  it  was  universally  approved  ;  and,  as  his  au- 
thority for  believing  so,  he  read  from  the  Richmond 
Enquirer  the  following  passage  :  "  The  House  of 
'  Commons  of  North  Carolina  has  unanimously 
'  directed  that  prosecution  be  commenced  against 
'  John  Wright,  (formerly  of  this  town,)  printer 
'  and  proprietor  of  the  Halifax  Compiler,  for  a 
'  libellous  publication  contained  in  a  late  number 
'  of  that  paper  against  the  Legislature  of  North 
'  Carolina."  This  appears  to  have  been  at  the  last 
session  of  that  Legislature.  From  this  course  of 
proceeding,  by  that  respectable  body,  it  would 
seem,  whatever  protection  the  constitution  of  that 
State  had  given  to  the  liberty  of  the  press,  it  was 
not  intended  to  give  protection  to  the  publication 
of  libels,  or  this  prosecution  could  not  have  been 
ordered. 

The  State  of  South  Carolina  has  said,  in  the 
6th  section  of  the  9th  article  of  her  constitution, 
"the  trial  by  jury,  &c.,and  theliberty  of  the  press, 
shall  be  forever  inviolably  preserved."  Yet,  in  that 
State,  the  common  law  is  in  full  force,  with  all  its 
absurdities,  that  the  truth  cannot  be  given  in  evi- 
dence, "  the  greater  the  truth,  the  greater  the  libel," 
dec. ;  and,  not  only  in  force,  but  in  constant  prac- 
tice; and,  what  is  more,  it  is  likely  to  remain  in 
force.  Two  years  ago,  a  bill  was  brought  before 
the  Legislature  of  that  State  to  relax  the  common 
law,  so  far  as  to  authorize  the  defendant  to  give 
truth  in  evidence  on  the  trial ;  and  this  bill  was 
supported  by  unrivalled  eloquence,  and  yet  it  was 
negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

The  State  of  Connecticut  has  said,  in  the  6th 
section  of  the  1st  article  of  her  declaration  of  rights, 
"  every  citizen  may  freely  speak,  write,  and  pub- 
lish, his  sentiments  on  all  subjects,  being  responsible 
for  the  abuse  of  that  liberty." 

The  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware  both 
declare  in  their  constitutions,  that  the  press  shall 
be  free  to  every  citizen  to  write  and  print  what  he 
pleases,  being  responsible  for  the  abuse  of  that  lib- 
erty ;  but  do  not  authorize  the  truth  to  be  given 
in  evidence,  except  in  cases  for  prosecutions  for 
publications  of  papers  investigating  the  official 
conduct  of  public  officers. 

The  States  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Louisiana, 
Ohio,  Indiana.  Mississippi,  Illinois,  Alabama,  an4 
Maine,  have  all  declared  by  their  constitutions  that 
the  presses  shall  be  free,  and  every  citizen  may 
freely  write,  speak,  and  print,  on  any  sobject,  be- 
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ing  responsible  for  the  abuse  of  that  liberty.  Some 
of  those  States  have  authorized  the  defendant  to 
give  the  truth  in  evidence  in  a  prosecution  for  the 
publication  of  papers  examining  the  proceedings 
of  the  Legislature,  or  the  official  conduct  of  pub- 
lic officers  ;  but  others  do  not  go  so  far.  And  all 
the  constitutions  of  those  Slates  of  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  Ohio,  Louisiana,  Indiana,  Mississippi, 
Illinois,  Alabama,  and  Maine,  have  been  within 
your  control,  and  all  but  two  or  three  of  them  have 
actually  passed  under  your  revision,  and  not  a 
single  objection  offered  to  one  of  them.  Five  or 
six  of  these  very  exceptionable  constitutions  had 
passed  under  the  inspection  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  ;  and  the  mildest  feature  any  of  them 
presented  was,  that  the  truth  might  be  given  in 
evidence  on  a  prosecution  for  a  libel,  and  yet  he 
supposes  a  prosecution  cannot  be  maintained  under 
the  authority  of  any  of  the  States. 

His  very  worthy  friend  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Johnson)  had  enumerated  many  offences  commit- 
ted by  the  Federal  party  in  the  course  of  the  late 
war,  such  as  impeding  the  enlistment  of  soldiers, 
saying  the  President  of  the  United  States  ought 
to  be  hanged,  or  that  he  ought  to  be  removed  to 
make  way  for  some  other  who  knew  the  interests 
of  the  people,  and  would  administer  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  public  good ;  that  it  was  a  war  dic- 
tated by  the  Emperor  of  France,  and  carried  on  for 
his  aggrandizement,  Ac.     He  says  all  these  imped- 
iments, and  may  others,  for  the  purpose  of  favoring 
the  enemy,  were  carried  on,  yet  your  war  suc- 
ceeded ;  and  asks  what  would  you  do  with  such  per- 
sons as  those  ?    And  then  replies,  that  he  had  for- 
given them  ;  and  the  country  had  forgiven  them  ; 
and  it  was  much  better  than  to  punish  them.     Mr. 
S.  said  he  knew  the  goodness  of  that  gentleman's 
heart  would  almost  overcome  public  justice  itself, 
to  embracean  opportunity  to  indulge  his  native  be- 
nignity.    But,  were  he  to  answer  the  gentleman's 
question,  "  what  would  you  do  with  such  persons 
as  those  ?"  he  would  answer,  without  any  impas- 
sioned feelings,  or  any  desire  or  wi.sh  whatever  to 
offend,  that  he  would  nave  hanged  them  ;  because, 
by  doing  so,  he  would  have  terminated  the  war  at 
a  much  earlier  period,  and  have  saved  the  lives  of 
many  valuable  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
prevented  the  effusion  of  much  blood. 

Gentlemen  have  said  much  about  the  liberty  of 
the  press ;  that  it  was  the  scourge  of  tyrants,  and 
the  bulwark  of  our  civil  liberty,  as  well  as  of  our 
holy  religion.     Mr.  S.  observed,  that  he  had  said 
notning  in  opposition  to  the  liberty  of  the  press. 
He  was  as  friendly  to  the  liberty  of  the  press  as 
any  gentleman  who  had  favored  the  resolutions 
beiore  the  Senate.     He  hoped  the  liberty  of  the 
press  would  always  be  protected,  both  by  the  Con- 
stitution and  by  tne  public  sentiment.     But,  whilst 
he  entertained  this  hope,  he  could  not,  for  a  moment, 
believe  that  the  public  sentiment  of  the  American 
people  would  protect  the  propagation  of  falsehood, 
by  any  means,  in  any  shape,  or  for  any  purpose. 
He  knew  much  had  been  done  for  the  cause  of  civil 
liberty,  and  of  religion,  since  the  art  of  printing  had 
been  discovered  ;  but  it  was  by  the  means  of  works 
of  religion,  of  science,  and  of  philosophy,  which  it 


had  given  to  the  world,  and  by  which  the  mind 
of  man  had  been  enlightened  and  expanded.  It 
was  this  which  had  paved  the  way  to  civil  liberty ; 
it  was  this  which  had  subverted  the  despotisms 
that  prevailed  in  the  dark  ages  of  antiquity;  and 
it  was  this  alone  which  had  given  freedom  to  the 
civilized  world.  In  this  great  work,  it  was  not 
your  newspaper  presses  that  were  useful;  tyrants 
could  wield  these  as  well  as  the  friends  of  liberty. 
Nor  was  it  the  indiscriminate  publication  of  truth 
and  falsehood,  for  which  gentlemen  so  much  con- 
tended, that  ever  aided  the  cause  of  freedom.  It  is 
impossible  to  admit  that  the  well-earned  reputation 
of  any  citizen,  whether  he  be  a  President,  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress,  or  a  private  citizen,  should  be  suf- 
fered to  be  assailed  by  falsehood,  and  that  the 
spoiler  should  plead  the  liberty  of  the  press  to  cover 
his  malignity.  Should  this  principle  succeed,  an 
honest  reputation  would  be  but  a  name,  and  the 
cut-throat  and  philanthropist  would  have  equal 
claims  upon  your  patronage  and  protection. 

In   these  United   States,  there  are  about  four 
hundred  newspaper  presses.     There   is,  perhaps, 
amongst  them,  aoout  one-tenth  part  that  are  im- 
partial, and  would  do  equal  justice  to  both  sides  of 
any  political  question,  and  perhaps  to  the  political 
character  of  public  men.     The  rest  are  ready  for 
any  thing  that  may  promote  their  own  emolument, 
and  serve  themselves  and  their  friends.     Some  of 
them  have  been  ready  for  the  highest  bidder.  They 
have  become  the  channels  through  which  them- 
selves and  friends  are  to  glide  into  office.     An 
office-hunter  has  nothing  to  do  but  enclose  a  fifty 
dollar  bill  to  the  editor,  and  he  becomes  pre-emi- 
nently qualified  to  fill  the  first  office  in  the  State, 
or  the  nation,  without  perhaps  a  single  qualifica- 
tion  for  either,   unless  it  is  his   talents   for   in- 
trigue, for  which  there  is  now  so  large  a  demand 
in  our  country.     If  an  editor  cannot  obtain  suffi- 
cient supplies  of  slander  from  his  customers,  to 
keep  the  community  m  an  uproar,  he  will  supply 
the  deficiency  by  his  editorial  remarks.     If  a  single 
word  is  uttered  which  an  fditor  supposes  to  be 
aimed  at  Aim,  however  true  it  may  be,  he  then 
considers  himself  at  liberty  to  name  the  rash  of- 
fender, and  to  make  his  own  press  the  vehicle 
through  which  he  may  vent  his  malignity  and 
defamation.     He  considers  this  the  rod  of  terror, 
by  which  he  can  awe  into  obedience  any  who 
should  dare  to  call  in  question  his  conduct.     Some 
of  them  have  the  vanity  to  believe  they  can  write 
a  man  into  power,  and  then  write  him  out  again ; 
some  :i;ake  it  a  matter  of  conscience  to  go  with 
the  party  in  power  ;  others  take  part  with  the  party 
in  power  as  long  as  they  see  any  hope  to  share  in 
the  public  favors;  but,  if  the  prospects  darken, 
they  become  the  bitter  enemies  of  those  they  sup- 
posed they  had  put  into  power,  and  endeavor  to 
change  the  dynasty,  in  hope  of  a  better  fortune  for 
themselves  under  the  new  order  of  things.     Some 
cannot  subsist  without  falsehood :  it  is  the  food 
that    nourishes   and   gives  life   to   their   presses. 
During  the  late  war,  many  of  your  presses  were 
kept  up  for  the  sole  purpose  ol  distracting  your 
councils,  and  aiding  your  enemies ;  and  protracted 
your  war,  and  did  you  more  essential  injury  than 


the  enemy.  These  presses,  instead  of  being  the 
guides  to  the  true  character  of  political  men,  have 
become  the  sordid  channels  of  intrigue,  in  which 
every  scribbler  can  puff  his  patron,  whether  he  has 
merit  or  not,  provided  he  has  secured  the  affec- 
tions of  the  editor.  This  is  so  truly  the  character 
of  many  of  your  newspapers,  that  little  or  no  credit 
is  given  to  any  thing  they  detail,  even  if  it  be  the 
truth.  Yet  these  are  the  presses  which  gentlemen 
consider  to  be  the  ark  of  your  political  safety,  and 
the  shield  to  your  holy  religion. 

We  are  told  that  the  voice  of  the  people  of  this 
nation  had  passed  judgment  upon  this  law,  and 
now  demanded  at  your  hands  that  you  declare  it 
unconstitutional.  We  are  also  cautioned  to  beware 
how  we  oppose  public  opinion.  Mr.  S.  said,  no 
gentleman  bad  more  respect  for  public  opinion 
than  he  had,  or  would  yield  with  more  obedience 
to  its  mandate,  whenever  it  was  his  duty,  or  be- 
came respectful  for  him  to  do  so ;  but,  in  forming 
an  opinion  upon  a  Constitutional  question,  the 
Constitution  itself  should  be  his  guide,  not  public 
opinion.  The  people  whom  he  had  the  honor  to 
represent  were  a  magnanimous  people,  and  inten- 
ded him  to  form  his  own  opinion  upon  Constitu- 
tional law,  or  they  ought  not,  as  they  would  not, 
have  sent  him  here. 

Grentlemen  speak  of  party,  and  have  denounced 
those  who  oppose  the  resolutions  as  apostates  from 
the  republican  cause.  Mr.  S.  observed,  that  apos- 
tacy  could  not  be  ascribed  to  himself,  for  he  had 
enlisted  under  no  party  banner.  Nor  was  he 
emulous  to  belong  to  any  party,  if  he  must  sacrifice 
his  honest  opinion  as  the  price  of  such  a  privilege. 

The  judges  are  said  to  be  tyrants,  and,  if  not 
controlled,  may  demolish  your  Government.  Your 
judges  may  become  ambitions  of  power,  and  aspire 
after  dominion,  but  it  is  not  in  the  nature  of  their 
avocations  that  they  should  obtain  that  sort  of  in- 
fluence in  the  Government,  which  could  render 
them  dangerous  to  its  peace.  There  is  not  an  in- 
stance recorded  in  history  of  the  common  law 
judges  having  subverted  the  liberties  of  a  nation. 
Whenever  the  civil  liberties  of  this  nation  are  de- 
stroyed, it  must  be  by  one  of  the  other  departments ; 
and,  if  the  opinion  of  Congress  is  to  be  the  standard 
of  right,  instead  of  the  Constitution  of  your  coun- 
try, it  may  unfortunately  fall  there.  If  Congress 
is  not  bound  by  the  Constitution,  it  is  under  the 
control  of  no  law  but  the  law  of  opinion,  which  is 
the  law  of  tyrants.  Your  judges  may  err,  and 
very  often  do ;  sometimes  from  a  want  of  capacity, 
sometimes  from  corruption,  and  sometimes  from 
interest ;  but  they  are  circumscribed  by  law,  and 
subject  to  its  penalties.  If  it  is  too  difficult  to 
reach  them  by  impeachment,  change  your  Consti- 
tution. It  would  be  better  for  the  nation  that  the 
judges  should  be  subject  to  the  control  of  one- 
third  of  the  Senate,  upon  a  case  of  impeachment, 
than  that  Congress  should  assume  the  power  of 
revising  their  decisions.  If  you  can  organize 
yourselves  into  a  high  court  of  appeal,  upon  no 
other  authority  than  that  justice  cannot  be  done 
without  your  interference,  there  can  be  no  limits 
to  your  usurpation.  The  pure  ermine  may  be 
stained ;  your  judges  may  oecome  corrupt ;  but 
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these  are  evils  against  which  the  Government  can 
protect  itself.  A  well-regulated  judiciary,  with 
the  right  of  trial  by  a  iury,  is  the  great  palladium 
of  civil  liberty ;  it  will  hover  round  the  temple  of 
justice  after  it  shall  have  forsaken  these  warn. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  TALBOT,  OF  KENTUCKY 

""'  Ix  THE  SlSATI,  Jaxcirt  17,  1821. 

Oh  tht  rejp(/ft  of  tite  Committee  on  the  petition  of  Mat- 
thew Lyoii. 

Mr.  Talbot,  of  Kentucky,  addressed  the  Senate 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  with  some  hesitation  I  rise 
to  address  this  honorable  body,  on  the  present  im- 
portant subject  of  their  deliberations;  a  subject 
which  involves  in  its  decision  questions  of  the 
highest  moment ;  of  Constitutional  principles  and 
constructions  ;  of  the  character  and  merits  of  a 
former,  as  well  as  of  the  present,  administration 
of  our  Government,  as  well  as  considerations  of 
justice,  as  applied  to  the  claim  of  the  petitioner, 
who  has  appealed  to  the  justice  and  liberality  of  his 
country  for  redress.     I  have  waited  long,  during 
the  protracted  discussion  of  these  various  topics, 
with  much  anxiety  and  some  impatience,  to  hear 
from  some  gentleman  qualified  for  such  a  task,  a 
development  of  the  causes,  either  in  the  peculiar 
condition  of  the  country ;  the  sentiments,  feel- 
ings, or  opinions  of  the  people ;  the  dangers  to 
which  the  Grovernment  may  have  been  exposed, 
either  from  external  or  domestic  enemies ;  or  the 
actual  state  of  parties  at  this  important  and  alarm- 
ing crisis,  we  are  to  ascribe  this  extraordinary  act 
of  national  legislation.     I  have  waited  for  this  in- 
formation with  more  anxiety,  from  the  considera- 
tion that  we  are  fortunately  nonored  with  the  pres- 
ence of  more  than  one  gentleman,  who,  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate,  are  now  in  their  seats  on  this 
floor,   who  were  also  members  of  the  National 
Councils  at  the  enaction  of  the  sedition  law;  but 
a  development  of  the  policy,  scope,  and  object,  of 
the  extraordinary  act,  the  cause  of  so  much  terror 
and  alarm,  and  the  instrument  of  so  much  oppres- 
sion and  injustice,  was  most  emphatically  to  have 
been  expected  from  an  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Otis)  who,  if  my  recollec- 
tion of  the  history  of  the  times  does  not  deceive 
me,  not  only  gave  his  voice  in  favor  of  the  passage, 
but,  as  a  warm  and  able  advocate,  most  sighaBy 
contributed  to  the  success  of  this  obnoxious  meas- 
ure.    But  my  expectations  have  been  m  vain.    A 
silence  the  most  profound,  a  discretion  the  most 
circumspect  and  refined,  has  kept  the  friends  and 
advocates  of  this  measure  mute.     In  vain  has  this 
sedition  act  been  denounced  by  my  honorable  friend 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Barbour,)  as  an  usurpation 
on  the  Constitution;  as  oppressive,  tyrannical,  and 
unjust.     This  denunciation,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  take 
the  liberty  to  repeat — declaring  it  as  my  most  sin- 
cere conviction,  that  the  sedition  act  is  not  only, 
in  its  principle  and  enactions,  without  warrant  ot 
authority  to  be  deduced  from  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  amongst  the  defined  and  eon- 
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merated  powers  there  contained ;  nor  is  such  au- 
thority to  be  deduced  by  any  fair  rule  of  argument 
or  construction,  as  the  execution  of  a  power  con-  i 
ferred  on  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  as 
subsidiary  to  the  powers  exnressly  delegated  ;  and  , 
I  challenge  honorable  gentlemen  who  are  the  ad-  i 
vocates  or  apologists  for  this  measure,  to  point  out,  ; 
to  put  their  finger  on  the  clause  or  section  of  the  , 
Constitution,  which  confers  such  power,  or  from  : 
which  it  can  be  rationally,  or  even  plausibly,  in-  j 
ferred.    If  this  be  true,  and  I  have  a  right  to  as- 
sume it,  no  honorable  gentleman  opposed  to  the  , 
resolution  on  your  table,  though  repeatedly  called  j 
on  to  do  so,  having  come  forward  to  controvert  it, 
need  I  even  advert  to  that  article  in  the  amend-  i 
ments  to  the  Federal  Constitution,  emphatically 
called  the  Bill  of  Rights,  (amendments,  dictat-  . 
ed  by  the  cautious  and  jealous  spirit  of  liberty,  | 
the  watchful  guardian   of   the  people's  rights,)  ! 
which  contains  an  inhibition,  positive  and  express,  ' 
to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  to  enact 
any  law  "  concerning  an  establishment  of  religion, 
or  abridging  the  freedom  of  the  press." 

The  general  frame  and  scope,  as  well  as  the 
subject  and  intent,  of  our  national  compact,  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  affords  no  argu- 
ment, or  even  countenance,  for  such  a  course  of 
legislation  ;  the  whole  frame  and  organization  of  ; 
the  Federal  Constitution,  in  the  power  delegated 
to  the  National  Government,  embracing  only  ob- 
jects of  national  concern,  connected  with  the  na- 
tional defence,  and  such  as  are  placed  beyond  the 
scope  and  limits  of  the  powers  belonging  to  the 
individual  States,  to  which  was  intended  to  be 
left  the  exercise  of  all  the  sovereign  powers  con- 
nected with  internal  government  and   municipal 
regulation.    In  illustration  of  this  view,  it  is  to 
be  remarked,  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  has,  in  no  part  of  that  instrument,  vested 
Congress  with  the  power  to  enact  a  criminal  code 
for  the  restraint  and  punishment  of  crimes  within 
the  limits  of  the  respective  States.    The  absurdity, 
as  well  as  dangerous  consequences,  of  conferring 
such  power,  is  obvious,  and  must  obtrude  itself  on 
the  mind  of  every  man.     That  this  power  belongs 
to  the  sovereignty  of  the  individual  States,  will 
not  be  controverted.     A  power  in  the  National 
Grovernment,  to  be  exercised  over  the  same  subject, 
operating  on  each  and  every  citizen  in  the  United 
States,  to  be  exercised  simultaneously  by  each  of 
these  sovereign  powers,  by  prosecution*  and  con- 
victions in  their  respective  courts,  would  produce 
a  conflict  of  jurisdictions  and  of  powers,  which 
must  hasten,  by  rapid  strides,  to  a  dissolution  of 
that  Government,  which  could  not  long  endure. 

But  no  warrant  is  to  be  found  in  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  for  a  construction  which 
would  lead  to  consequences  so  disastrous.  The 
power  in  Congress  to  enact  a  criminal  code  for 
the  government  of  the  citizens  of  the  several 
States  is  repelled  by  every  view  which  can  be 
taken  of  its  principles  and  provisions.  Why  did 
the  framers  of  this  sacred  instrument,  this  charter 
of  our  rights  and  liberties,  employ  an  entire  sec- 
tion of  the  Constitution  in  defining  treason  against 
the  Uiiited  States,  and  prescribing  what  should  be 


the  limits  of  the  punishment  to  be  inflicted  on  the 
culprit?    The  answer  is  obvious:  this  crime  be- 
ing committed  against  the  nation,  and  not  against 
a  State,  the  authority  of  the  nation  is  alone  con- 
cerned in,  and  competent  to,  its  punishment ;  and 
besides,  not  only  the  peace  and  happiness,  but  the 
very  existence  of  the  nation  essentially  depend  on 
the  possession  and  exercise  of  such  a  power.    Why 
has  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  after 
delegating,  in  the  mast  explicit  and  ample  terms, 
to  Congress,  power  over  the  currency  and  coins  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  very  next  and  succeed- 
ing paragraph,  conferred  the  additional,  and  there- 
fore not  merely  an  incidental  power,  of  providing 
for  the  punishment  of  those  who  should  be  guilty 
of  counterfeiting  such  currency  or  coin?    Can  we 
deem  so  irreverently  of  the  wisdom  of  the  framers 
of  this  glorious  instrument,  as  for  a  moment  to 
indulge  the  supposition,  that  they  would  liavc  taken 
the  pains,  by  an  express  provision,  to  delegate  the 
power  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  the  crime 
alluded  to,  if  they  had  contemplated,  by  any  other 
provision  in  the  Constitution,  either  to  confer  a 
general  power  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of 
crimes,  the  perpetration  of  which  might  be  deemed 
to  affect  the  prosperity  of  the  nation,  or  the  quiet 
and  tranquil  operation  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment?    Yet  such  is  the  supposition  on  which  ar- 
guments must  be  based  which  are  employed  to 
vindicate  the  power  of  Congress  to  punish  politi- 
cal libels  by  the  enaction  of  sedition  laws,  to  be 
enforced   by   the   powers  and  intervention  of  a 
Federal  judiciary.     But  when  it  must  be  con- 
ceded by  the  advocates  of  this  sedition  act,  that 
there  is  no  express  jwwer  to  be  found  in  the  Con- 
stitution for  Its  enaction  ;  that,  if  it  can  be  claimed 
at  all,  it  must  bi-  supported  on  the  ground  that  it 
is  amongst  the  subsidiary  powers  neces.sary  and 
proper  for  the-  execution  of  expressly  delegated 
powers,  when   it  is  answered  that  no  such  ex- 
pressly delegated  power  has  or  can  be  shown  to 
which  this  jxjwcr  of  enchaining  the  freedom  of 
the  pre.ss,  and  closing  up  the  avenues  to  a  full  and 
free  investigation  of  the  characters  and  measures 
;  of  public  men,  who  are  the  delegates  and  servants 
of  the  people,  as  necessary  and  proper.     When  it 
is  further  answered,  that  the  amendment  to  the 
Constitution,  inhibiting  all  abridgment  of  the  free- 
dom of  the  press ;  an  amendment  dictated  by  the 
jealous  and  watchful  caution  of  the  Legislatures 
of  the  States,  by  which  it  was  recommended ;  a 
,  jealousy  springing  from  a  deep  sense  of  the  value 
of  the  libo-ties  intended  to  be  secured  and  justified 
by  the  histories  of  all  Governments  and  nations  of 
the  earth.     That  this  amendment  ought  to  put  to 
silence  all  arguments  derived  from  vague  and  gen- 
eral speculations  in  relation  to  the  power  with 
which  Governments  ought  to  be  endowed  for  the 
preservation  of  those  called  on  by  the  people  to 
;  administer  it,  from  the  licentious  tongues  or  pens 
of  malicious  libellers  or  calumniators. 

But  It  is  not  on  the  silence  of  the  Constitution, 
or  the  absence  of  delegated  power  to  form  that  in- 
strument; nor  only  on  the  amendment  to  that 
Constitution,  so  emphatic  in  its  terras,  that  the 
opponents  to  the  sedition  law  need  rest  their  oppo- 


sition.    But,  in  illustration  of  the  wisdom  of  its 
framers,   understood  and   interpreted  as  we  ex- 
pound it,  the  opinion  which  I  entertain,  and  avow 
with  pride  and  pleasure,  is,  that  this,  and  all  other 
sedition  or  libel  laws,  having  for  their  design  and 
purposes  the  control  of  free  and  full  investigation 
of  the  character  and  opinions  of  public  men  and 
public  measures,  without  limit  and  without  re- 
straint, I  mean  from  criminal  prosecution,  are  hos- 
tile, in  their  very  essence  and  principle,  to  liberty, 
and  to  the  free  and  republican  institutions  under 
which  we  live,  and  which  are  so  justly  our  pride 
and  boast;  for  the  private  or  individual  injury,  re- 
sulting from  the  publication  of  libels  or  malicious 
sjander.s,  the  incumbent  of  office,  the  representa- 
tive of  the  people  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  even  their  Chief  Magistrate,  has,  by  the 
municipal  regulations,  the  laws  of  every  State, 
his  appropriate  remedy,  to  demand  and  receive,  in 
common  with  the  lowest  and  meanest  citizen,  an 
equivalent  for  the  injury  he  has  sustained.     And 
why  is  he  who  has  been  selected  from  amongst 
his  fellow-citizens,  to  exercise,  for  their  benefit 
and  advantage,  a  little  brief  authority,  to  be  hedged 
around  with  the  ramparts  of  sovereign  power,  to 
be  armed  witli  the  artillery  of  a  criminal  code,  for 
the  protection  of  his  person  or  reputation,  which 
is  denied  to  every  other  citizen  ? 

My  honorable  friend   from   Georgia   has   dis- 
claimed, in  pathetic  strains,  and  my  honorable 
friend,  who  sits  before  me,  (Mr.  Smith.)  has  in- 
dulged in   terms   and   anecdotes,  humorous  and 
sportive,  against  the  slander  and  calumny,  which 
flow  from  the  licentiousness  of  the  press.     Have 
my  honorable  friends  omitted  to  remark  what  is 
of  such   familiar  observation  in  all   the  walks  of 
human  life,  how  few,  if  any,  of  the   benefits  of 
Heaven  are  granted  us  by  the  all-wise  Disposer  of 
Events  without  alloy  ?    How  liable  are  our  great-  ' 
est  blessings  to  abuse  ?     And  that  the  question  in  ' 
the  case  we  are  now  discussing  is,  whether  the 
liberty  of  the  press  is  not  one  of  those  political  i 
blessings  inestimable  in  itself,  the  abuse  of  which 
is  inseparable  from  its  advantageous  use  ?     If  gen- 
tlemen still  doubt  on  this  question,  let  me  refer  my  \ 
honorable  friends  to  the  history  of  the  late  trials  I 
and  prosecutions  for  libels  in  England,  as  well  as  '■ 
in  Ireland,  for  the  last  hundred  years.     What  heart  I 
endowed  with  the  common  feelings  of  sympathy, 
not  steeled  against  every  soft  emotion  of  our  na-  ' 
ture,  can  forbear  to  feel  for  them  ?     Humanity  ' 
herself  must  weep  over  the  helpless  fate  of  philos-  ' 
ophers,  statesmen,  and  patriots,  the  victims  to  the 
love  of  liberty  and  their  country's  rights,  who  i 
have  been  offered  up  on  the  altar  of  their  country,  I 
to  the  corruption,   tyranny,   and    usurpations  of  [ 
power ;  and  all  under   the   specious   pretence  of  ' 
mmishing   the   licentiousness   of   the   press;    yet 
England  boasts  (how  vain  the  boast!)  that  she 
enjoys  the  liberty  of  the  press. 

Believe  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  neither  the  lib- 
erties of  the  people,  nor  the  inestimable  institu- 
tions of  our  free  republican  Government,  can  be 
preserved  in  their  purity,  while  the  freedom  of  un- 
restrained investigation  of  the  character,  conduct, 
principles,  and  motives  of  public  men,  or  the  ten- 


dency of  public  measures,  shall  be  restrained  vxA 
fettered  by  restrictions  on  the  press;  and  that  such 
investigations  will  never  be  free  or  useful  while 
restrained  by  the  perpetual  terrors  and  actual  dan- 
gers of  criminal  prosecutions.  And  I  put  to  my 
honorable  friends  from  Greorgia  and  South  Caro- 
lina, to  say  what  legislator,  jurist,  or  ingenious 
casuist,  has  yet  been  able  to  draw  a  precise  line  of 
demarcation  between  the  liberty  and  licentiousness 
of  the  press,  in  case  of  political  libels?  In  cases 
where  party  meets  party  in  hot  contention  on 
questions  of  political  opinions  and  public  meas- 
ures 1  W^hat  usurping  or  tyrant  legislator,  like 
the  tyrant  Dane,  has  dared  to  say  to  the  political 
writer,  investigating  the  opinions  and  motives  as 

well  as  actions  of  the  ruler  of  the  country thus 

far  shalt  thou  go,  and  no  farther,  and  here  shall 
the  proud  wave  of  popular  discontent  be  stayed  1 
While  therefore,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  reciprocate  in 
the  warmest  terms  the  sentiments  of  indignation 
which  my  honorable  friend  from  Georgia  so  for- 
cibly and  eloquently  expressed  against  the  guilt, 
as  well  as  infamy,  of  those  concerned  either  in 
the  fabrication  or  propagation  of  malicious  slan- 
ders— a  vice,  the  prevalence  of  which  is  so  much 
to  be  deplored,  but  a  vice  too  firmly  ingrafted  in 
our  frail  imperfect  natures — by  the  indulgence  of 
which  the  peace  and   happiness  of  society  has 
been  so  often  disturbed  and  blasted ;  yet  I  for  one 
must  be  permitted  to  indulge  the  consolatory  hope, 
if  not  the  fond  belief,  that  there  is  in  truth,  integ- 
j  rity,  and  conscious  worth,  a  charm  sufficient  of 
;  Itself  to  insure  the  triumph  of  virtue;  and  that, 
armed  with  these,  the  utmost  rage  of  malice  may 
j  be  defied,  and   that,  although   the  excellence  of 
such  a  character  may,  for  a  time,  be  sullied,  yet, 
like  the  luminary  m  the  heavens,  which  shines 
;  with  lis;ht  and  glory  on  our  sphere,  which  suffers 
j  a  transient  obscuration  from  the  passing  clouds,  it 
'  is  only  permitted,  that  it  may,  when  the  transient 
vapor  is  passed,  give  fresh  lustre  to  his  beams. 
'      But,  Mr.  Chairman,  having  detained  you  much 
longer  than  I  intended  on  that  branch  of  the  discus- 
sion from  which  our  opponents  have  retreated,  and 
as  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has 
declined  the  task  for  which  the  conspicuous  part 
he  took  at  the  period  of  the  enaction  of  this  too 
famous  law,  so  well  qualified  him,  permit  me  to 
fill  the  chasm  left  by  his  omission  in  the  history  of 

the  Administration  at  this  eventful  period not 

from  observation  of  the  passing  scene,  or  entirely 
from  the  documents  of  authentic  history  of  the 
times ;  but  in  part  from  the  contemporaneous  im- 
pressions and  opinions  ratified  and  sanctioned  by 
the  public  voice. 

From  these  sources,  the  best  which  I  have  been 
enabled  to  procure,  I  feel  myself  authorized  to  in- 
fer that  this  sedition  act  was  one  of  the  last  links 
in  the  chain  of  measures  adopted  and  pursued  by 
that  party  in  whose  hands  the  administration  of 
the  Government  was  then  reposed,  measures  of  a 
tone  and  character  to  arouse,  and  which  had 
aroused  strong  alarms  in  the  bosoms  of  the  Ameri- 
can people,  for  those  liberties  on  which  repeated 
and  successive  invasions  had  been  made.  These 
alarms,  first  producing  expressions  of  discontent, 
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had  gradually  increased  and  swelled  into  loud  and 
clamorous  expressions  of  indignation,  which  were 
echoed  from  one  extremity  of  the  Union  to  the 
other.  It  was  to  silence  the  voice  of  just  censure, 
of  awakened  and  indignant  discontent — to  stifle 
the  public  voice — to  throw  around  them  a  ram- 
part of  defence  against  the  assault  of  popular  in- 
dignation. That  it  was  the  last  desperate  recourse 
of  a  falling  parly  tottering  on  the  brink  of  the  pre- 
cipice, over  which  this  measure,  intended  for  their 
preservation,  as  full  of  rashness  as  of  danger,  only 
served  the  sooner  to  precipitate  them — and  to  this 
cause  are  we  to  ascribe  the  revolution  of  power 
from  the  hands  of  those  who,  by  this  measure, 
hoped  to  have  secured  the  means  of  its  perpetua- 
tion. 

A  new  and  extraordinary  feature  in  this  law 
was  the  short  period  of  its  duration.  Other  por- 
tions of  your  criminal  code,  Mr.  Chairman,  enact- 
ed for  the  prevention  or  punishment  of  offences, 
are,  as  it  seems  they  should  always  be,  calculated 
for  all  times  and  all  circumstances. 

But  this  is  one  among  the  few  which  have  met 
my  observation,  which  was  for  the  short  and  lim- 
ited duration  of  two  years  and  a  half,  and  by  its 
limitation  was  to  expire  with  the  term  of  service 
of  the  then  President  of  the  United  States.  On 
that  day,  by  a  happy  change,  Mr.  Jefferson  by  the 
voice  of  his  country,  was  called  to  preside  over  its 
destinies.  The  commencement  of  this  new  and 
happy  era  furnished  an  illustrious  proof  to  an  ad- 
miring world  of  the  futUity  and  folly  of  sedition 
and  libel  laws.  The  inaugural  speech  of  this  en- 
lightened statesman  asserted  the  true  and  genuine 
principles  of  liberty,  and  of  our  free  republican 
mstitulions;  and  established  the  dominion  of  in- 
tegrity, truth,  and  honor,  over  the  demons  of  error, 
falsehood,  and  malice.  It  claimed  no  exemption 
of  rulers,  magistrates,  and  representatives;  their 
motives,  designs,  or  measures,  from  the  rigid  stric- 
tures, from  the  free  and  unrestrained  investigations 
of  the  press. 

He  demanded  no  libel  or  sedition  act  to  shield 
the  purity  of  his  motives,  the  integrity  of  his  char- 
acter, from  the  assaults  of  a  virulent  and  implaca- 
ble, though  fallen  party.  But,  armed  with  the  con- 
scious integrity  of  his  own  heart,  with  this  im- 
mortal ffigis,  stronger  than  adamant  or  brass,  this 
illustrious  philosopher  and  enlightened  statesman 
reared  his  head  above  the  stormy  clouds  of  faction, 
intrigue,  and  passion  ;  and  the  envenomed  shafts 
of  calumny  fell  harmless  at  his  feet. 

But  our  opponents,  Mr.  Chairman,  not  choosing 
to  encounter  this  question  by  arguments  in  sup- 
port either  of  the  constitutionality  or  expediency 
of  the  sedition  act;  not  willing  to  encounter  the 
general  sentiments  of  reprobation  with  which 
this  obnoxious  measure  is  now  held  and  viewed 
m  these  United  States;  and  entertaining,  as  I 
fondly  trust  my  honorable  friends  from  Georgia 
and  South  Carolina  do,  the  same  opinions  with 
my.«^elf  m  relation  thereto ;  they  have  taken  shel- 
ter behind  the  bench  of  judges ;  contending  that 
the  Constitution  is  a  government  of  checks  and 
balances;  that,  by  this  theory,  the  judiciary  of  the 
United  States  is  the  efficient  check  on  the  usur- 


pation of  Congress,  in  the  enaction  of  laws,  not 
warranted  by  the  Constitution  ;  and  that,  when 
this  department  has  interposed  the  sanction  in  the 
exposition  or  execution  of  a  law,  that  no  other 
department  of  our  Government  have  a  right  to 
interfere.  And  that,  as  the  law  in  question,  du- 
ring its  existence,  was  enforced  by  the  judicial 
power  and  is  now  expired,  that  Congress  have  no 
Constitutional  right  to  interfere.  These  doctrines 
are  beautiful  in  theory,  and  the  arguments  deduced 
therefrom  are  plausible  and  ingenious.  They  are 
such  as  caught  my  youthful  mind  as  sterling  po- 
litical orthodoxy,  but  which  recent  events  in  the 
history  of  our  country  have  taught  me  to  receive 
with  caution  and  distrust ;  as  subject  to  many 
I  limitations;  and  as  entirely  inapplicable  to  the 
questions  we  are  now  called  upon  to  decide. 

But,  before  I  proceed  to  their  refutation,  permit 
me,  Mr.  Chairman   to  premise  that  there  is  no 
honorable  gentleman  on  this  floor  who  can  enter- 
tain a  higher  reverence  for  the  judicial  character 
than  myself,  believing  as  I  do,  that  there  is  no 
station  in  the  social  body  requiring  for  the  dis- 
charge of  its  arduous  duties  more  exalted  quali- 
ties of  mind  and  heart ;  and,  next  to  the  ministers 
of  our  holy  religion,  they  have  my  esteem  and 
veneration—sentiments  which  I  have  cherished 
during  an  intercourse  of  more  than  twenty  years, 
during  which,  my  professional  pursuits  have  pro- 
duced an  almost  daily  intercourse  with  gentlemen 
who  have  filled  the  bench  with  honor  and  integ- 
rity.    But,  entertaining  these  sentiments,  as  I  sin- 
cerely do,  I  cannot  forget  that  judges  are  at  best 
but  riien,  partaking,  in  common  with  us  all,  the 
frailties,  passions,  and  imperfections,  incident  to 
our  nature.     That,  like  us,  they  are  what  nature, 
education,   habit,  and   particular  modes  of  life, 
have  made  them.     I  must  be  permitted  to  express 
my  own  opinion  with  much  humility  indeed,  that 
the  judiciary  of  the  United  States  is  not  the  only 
depository  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  its  citizens  ;  the 
':  only  expositors  in  the  last  resort  of  the  Constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  the  different  States  as  regards 
the  delicate  and  important  questions  which  have 
occurred,  and  will  again  occur,  from  the  conflict- 
ing claims  of  national  and   State  sovereignties. 
Much  as  these  conflicts  are  to  be  deprecated,  they 
must  occur,  and  whenever  they  do  occur,  believe 
me,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  speak  it  in  no  spirit  of  evil 
augury  or  melancholy  foreboding,  but  from  my 
limited  observations  on   men  and  events  which 
have  passed  before  me,  or  are  to  be  found  recorded 
on  the  page  of  history,  you  will  find  the  opinions 
of  your  judiciary  arrayed  on  the  side  of  that  power 
from  which  they  have  derived  their  honors  and 
emoluments,  and  so  of  our   State  judiciaries  too. 
It  is  human  nature,  which  in  spite  of  the  utmost 
efforts  of  the  virtuous  and  the  wi.se,  will  bend  the 
human  mind,  unconscious  of  the  bias,  to  the  do- 
minion of  her  imperious  sway. 

But,  admitting  the  truth  of  this  doctrine  of  the 
Constitutional  power,  as  well  as  of  the  efficiency 
of  the  judicial  power  to  check  the  usurpations  of 
the  Confess  of  the  United  States,  in  its  utmost 
latitude,  it  is  entirely  inapplicable  to  the  present 
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case.  What  is  the  complaint  of  the  petitioner 
before  you?  What  the  argument  of  the  advo- 
cates of  the  proposition  on  your  table?  Is  it  that 
the  judicial  power  interposed  a  check  improperly; 
that,  without  Constitutional  authority  it  inter- 
posed its  power  to  shield  the  citizen,  to  protect  the 
liberties  of  the  country  from  legislative  usurpa- 
tion ?  No,  sir ;  directly  the  reverse.  As  far  as 
complaint  or  imputation  is  directed  tow^ards  the 
judges,  it  rests  upon  the  charge,  not  that  they  did. 
but  that  they  did  not,  interfere  to  arrest  the  career 
of  legislative  usurpation  in  the  enaction  of  un- 
constitutional laws.  It  is,  Mr.  Chairman,  when 
the  firm,  virtuous,  and  upright  judge,  strong  in  the 
integrity  of  his  heart  and  the  dignity  of  the  station 
assigned  him  by  his  country,  who,  when  the  tem- 
pest of  frenzied  and  infuriated  party  spirit  rages 
round  our  happy  land,  like  the  tall  and  majestic 
oak,  rears  his  head  and  hears  the  storm  of  angry 
passions  beat  in  vain  against  its  side ;  and  not  the 
supple,  obliged,  and  obliging  friend  of  a  party 
from  whom  he  derives  his  undeserved  honors,  like 
the  gentle  ozier  plant,  nods  and  bends  his  head  at 
every  gale  that  blows,  that  this  salutary  judicial 
check  is  to  be  ascribed. 

What,  then,  is  the  state  of  fact,  in  relation  to 
the  application  of  this  salutary  judicial  check,  in 
the  trial  of  Matthew  Lyon?  Why  simply  this. 
That  one  of  the  five  judges  who  formed  the  bench 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  with- 
out the  aid,  and  probably  without  a  previous  con- 
.sultation  with  his  associate  judges,  presided  at  this 
trial  in  the  circuit  of  Vermont.  That  an  indict- 
ment on  the  sedition  act  against  Matthew  Lyon, 
was  framed  by  the  attorney  for  the  district;  on 
which  the  culprit  was  arraigned ;  to  which  he 
pleaded  not  guilty;  upon  which  a  jury,  impan- 
nelled  by  a  marshal  holding  his  office  at  the  plea- 
sure of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  re- 
turned their  verdict  of  "guilty"  against  the  pris- 
oner; on  which  the  judge  presiding  pronounced 
his  sentence,  condemning  the  prisoner  to  an  im- 
prisonment of  four  months;  the  payment  of  a 
tine  of  one  thousand  dollars,  and  to  be  imprisoned 
until  the  fine  was  paid.  Now,  I  put  it  distinctly 
to  my  honorable  friend  from  Georgia,  from  this 
brief  narrative  of  the  trial,  to  inform  the  Senate 
in  what  part  of  the  transactions  attending  this 
trial  does  he  find  the  materials  of  which  to  erect 
the  defences  by  which  the  opponents  to  the  propo- 
sition on  your  table  are  to  shelter  and  protect 
themselves  from  the  investigation  in  which  we 
have  challenged  them  to  enter.  The  constitu- 
tionality of  the  sedition  law.  Are  they  to  be 
found  in  any  check  interposed  by  the  judiciary,  to 
the  execution  of  what  we  pronounce  an  uncon- 
stitutional act? 

Has  there  been  any  decision  by  the  highest  ju- 
dicial power  of  the  United  States,  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  nation  ?  Was  the  constitutionality 
of  the  law  in  question  raised,  discussed,  or  decided 
on,  by  the  judge  who  presided  at  the  trial  ?  Or 
was  it  even  a  subject  of^ deliberation  in  the  judge's 
mind  ?  To  all  these  interrogatories,  as  far  as  we 
are  informed  by  evidence,  either  recorded  or  tra- 
ditional, we  must  answer  in  the  negative.    On 


what,  then,  I  ask  emphatically,  is  the  argument 
predicated,  that  this  law,  having  received  the  judi- 
cial sanction,  that  Congress  are  thereby  precluded 
from  a  solemn  decision  on  the  question? 

If,  indeed,  Mr.  Chairman,  after  having  invested 
your  judges  with  their  ermine,  (spotless,  if  you 
please,)  with  their  silk  or  satin  gowns,  you  could 
place  in  their  hands  the  magician's  wand,  with 
the  powers  of  necromantic  change,  then,  indeed, 
might  its  potent  touch  convert  the  sedition  act, 
before  unconstitutional,  and  a  violation  of  the  sa- 
cred charter  of  our  rights,  into  a  Constitutional 
law,  free  from  blemish  and  from  stain.  But,  until 
some  such  magic  power  is  conferred  on,  or  to  be 
assigned  to,  judges,  it  is,  I  must  confess,  beyond 
the  reach  of  my  comprehension  to  perceive  how 
the  simple  facts  attending  the  indictment  and  trial 
of  Matthew  Lyon  can  confer  on  this  act  the  char- 
acter of  Constitutional,  which  it  never  had  before. 

But  there  is  another  view  of  the  subject,  Mr. 
Chairman,  which  is,  if  possible,  more  conclusive 
than  that  which  has  been  just  pointed  out  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate,  to  show  the  entire 
inefficiency  of  the  supposed  sanction  of  the  Fed- 
eral judiciary,  to  confer  on  this  act,  otherwise  un- 
constitutional, the  attributes  of  a  Constitutional 
law.    My  honorable  friends  from  Georgia  and 
South  Carolina,  as  members,  and  honorable  and 
distinguished  members  of  a  profession,  whose  study 
as  well  as  daily  occupation  are,  or  have  been,  the 
municipal  laws,  and  who  must  be  familiar  with 
the  principles  of  that  law  which  concern  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  courts  appointed  for  its  adminis- 
tration, must  concede  at  once  what  it  seems  im- 
possible to  deny,  that  if  the  sedition  law  had  never 
been  enacted,  that  the  Federal  courts  would  have 
had  no  power  or  jurisdiction  in  the  case  of  Matthew 
Lyon,  to  have  received  an  indictment,  caused  an 
arraignment  of  the  prisoner,  a  trial  and  conviction 
to  be  had,  followed  by  a  sentence  of  condemnation, 
all  under  the  sedition  act,  on  which  the  indict- 
ment is  framed.     If,  then,  this  law  is  admitted  by 
our  opponents  to  be  unconstitutional,  as,  by  re- 
treating from  the  discussion  of  that  question,  they 
are  bound  to  do,  what  is  the  conclusion  ?     Irre- 
sistible as  fate,  from  this  admission,  that  the  sedi- 
tion act  being  unconstitutional,  was,  for  that  cause, 
void  in  its  inception,  and  that,  being  a  perfect  nul- 
lity, it  could  confer  no  power  or  jurisdiction  on 
the  courts  of  the  United  States  to  take  cognizance 
of  the  case.     And  that  the  whole  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  circuit  court  for  Vermont,  in  relation 
to  the  arraignment,  indictment,  trial,  and  condem- 
nation, of  the  prisoner,  were,  in  the  technical  lan- 
guage of  the  law,  coram  nonjudice^  and  therefore 
void,  and  that,  consequently,  the  trial  of  Matthew 
Lyon,  though  accompanied  with  the  usual  cere- 
monies, and  clothed  with  all  the  solemn  forms  of 
law,  was,  in  truth,  but  a  solemn  farce,  not  only 
without  the  solemn  sanctions  of  the  law,  but  in 
positive  violation  of  the  inhibitions  of  the  Magna 
Charta  of  our  liberties — the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

But  it  is  contended  by  our  opponents  on  this 
occasion,  that  the  act  in  question  having  long  since 
expired  by  its  own  limitation,  that  Congress  is  not 
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authorized  by  the  Coostitution  of  the  United  States 
to  restore  to  those  from  whom  were  exacted  fines, 
exacted  under  judicial  decisions  of  the  courts  of 
the  United  States  while  the  act  remained  in  force. 

This  argument  seems  to  be  susceptible  of  an 
eaay  and  conclusive  answer.  If  Congress  possess 
the  power  to  repeal  an  unconstitutional  act  of  their 
predecessors,  on  the  ground  merely  that  it  is  un- 
warraAjed  by  the  Constitution,  which  is  virtually 
a  declaration  that  such  act  was  never  Constitu- 
tionally the  law  of  the  land,  on  what  principle 
shall  we  deny  to  them  the  power  of  declaring  null 
and  void  the  judicial  proceedings  of  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  the  only  warrant  and  commis- 
sion for  which  proceedings  is  this  unconstitutional 
law  ?  If  the  Sedition  act  had  not  expired.  Con- 
gress would  be  competent  to  its  repeal,  which  would 
be  but  tantamount  to  a  declaration  of  its  original 
nullity,  on  account  of  the  Constitutional  inhibition 
of  its  enaction.  By  force  of  what  argument,  or  on 
what  principle  can  we  refuse  to  Congrej^s  the 
power  to  declare  the  original  nullity  of  that  which 
is  extinct  by  lapse  of  time,  and  of  restoring  to  in- 
iured  individuals  money  or  rights  of  which  they 
nave  been  illegally  deprived  by  the  mistaken  ap- 
plication and  operation  of  the  act  ? 

Happily  for  this  country,  neither  the  tyranny  of 
power,  or  the  corruption  of  the  Legislature,  or  the 
intemperance  and  fury  of  party  spirit,  have,  during 
the  short  period  of  the  existence  of  our  liberties, 


,  the  subject  of  this 
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argument.     The  Sedition  act 
debate,  is  the  first  of  the 

perated  fury  of  party  spirit,  with  the  taste  of  which 
Its  authors  themselves  were  soon  sated,  and  from 
which  the  people  turned  at  once  with  loathing  and 
disgust.    It  is  to  repair  the  ravages  of  this  short 
and  transient  evil  that  Congress  are  now  called  on 
for  some  small  remuneration  to  the  victims  of  in- 
justice and  oppression  which  it  produced.     But  let 
us  only  take  a  glance  at  England,  the  history  of 
which  is  so  replete  with  examples  full  of  illustra- 
tion of  the  arguments  and  principles  on  which  the 
resolutions  on  your  table  are  predicated.     Look  at 
the  numerous  cases  of  reversals  of  attainders;  of 
restoration  of  forfeited  estates ;  the  remissions  of 
fines  and  penalties,  inflicted  as  well  by  acts  of  Par- 
liament as  by  the  iniquitous  and  oppressive  con- 
victions and  condemnations   by  her   servile  and 
time-serving  courts  of  justice;  reversed,  remitted, 
and  restored,  by  subsequent  acts  of  Parliament, 
with  which  the  records  of  her  legislative  journals, 
as  well  as  the  history  of  the  times,  is  full ;  and  tell 
me,  Mr.  Chairman,  whether  the  legitimacy  of  this 
exercise  of  power  has  been  ever  questioned  ?    Or 
whether,  on  the  contrary,  it  has  not  received  the 
universal  sanction  of  the  virtuous  and  the  wise? 
And  if  a  British  Parliament  can  rescind  the  at- 
tainders, release  the  forfeitures,  and  remit  the  pen- 
allies,  inflicted  by  the  usurpations  of  their  prede- 
cessors, by  what  argument,  or  on  what  principle, 
is  the  exercise  of  a  similar  power  denied  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  ?     If  the  pretended 
omrimolence  of  the  Parliament  should  be  urged  to 
justify  these  acts,  may  it  not  be  replied,  that  the 
omnipotence  of  the  Parliament  who  first  enacted 


precluded  the  exercise  of  a  repealing  and  restoring 
power— the  act  of  Parliament,  or  sentence  of  the 
court  of  justice  having  had  their  intended  opera- 
tion, by  vesting  the  forfeited  estates  or  moneys  on 
the  Crown  ?  And  does  not  the  argument  apply 
with  accumulated  force  when  applied  to  the  acts 
of  a  Legislature,  like  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  strictly  limited  in  its  powers,  whose  enac- 
tions, of  whatever  character,  when  transcending 
those  limits,  are  admitted  to  be  void? 

In  the  arguments  which  I  have  endeavored  to 
present  to  the  Senate,  in  the  di.scussion  of  the 
question  under  deliberation,  I  have  not  thought  it 
necessary,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  dwell  on  the  personal 
merits  of  the  petitioner  now  before  you,  or  to  in- 
quire with  minuteness  into  the  correctness  of  the 
representations  made  by  him  of  the  circumstances 
of  harshness,  cruelty,  partiality,  or  injustice,  which 
may  have  attended  his  trial  and  conviction ;  or 
the  circumstances  of  aggravation  with  which  it  is 
alleged  the  sentence  ol  the  court  was  carried  into 
execution.  If  half  the  circumstances  detailed  by 
the  glowing  eloquence  of  the  honorable  chairman 
of  the  committee  by  whom  the  resolutions  are  re- 
ported are  true,  and  they  have  not  been  seriously 
controverted,  although  not  susceptible  of  legal 
proof  after  such  a  lapse  of  time,  it  only  adds  ano- 
ther dark  shade  to  the  picture  of  usurpation  and 
oppression  which  is  exhibited  in  the  history  of  this 
unhappy  act,  from  the  moment  of  its  inception  to 


yet  furnished  examples  for  the  illustration  of  thi>-  that  ol  its  final  termination;  and  although,  with 
TTiL-o-i  .1         .  .         ,.    .        the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  I  will  not 

say   that  Matthew  Lyon   has   been  sacrificed,  or 
fallen  a  martyr,  a  name  reserved  for  those  who 
have  been  sacrificed  in  a  still  more  glorious  cause, 
yet,  without  being  the  eulogist  of  Matthew  Lyon, 
or  endeavoring  to  press  his  personal  merits,  or  even 
his  sufferings,  into  this  discussion,  the  decision  of 
which  depends  on  different  and  higher  considera- 
tions than  even  these,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say, 
that  the  whole  character  of  these  proceedings  is  in 
perfect  unison  with  the  spirit  and  nature  of  the 
law  under  color  of  which  they  were  instituted,  and 
with  the  temper  in  which  it  was  enacted;  and 
that  the  entire  history  of  the  law,  and  its  inflic- 
tions, furnish  the  citizens  of  this  free  and  happy 
country  with  an  example  replete  with  instruction, 
a  full  review  of  which,  at  this  period  of  calm  and 
quiet,  when  no  angry  passions  are  excited  to  dis- 
turb or  obscure  the  mind  in  forming  a  cool  and 
unimpassioned  judgment  on   the  subject,  is  not 
only  demanded  of  us  by  the  petitioner,  but  may  be 
of  lasting  benefit  to  the  whole  community. 

The  only  objection,  Mr.  Chairman,  which  has 
been  urged  by  the  opposers  of  these  resolutions 
which  remains  jo  be  answered,  is,  that  it  would 
be  inexpedient,  were  it  admitted  that  Congress 
possessed  the  power  to  extend  the  relief  prayed  for 
to  the  petitioner.  This  objection  being  one  which 
results  from,  and  is  to  be  governed  more  by,  senti- 
ments and  feelings,  than  by  strict  logical  argu- 
ment, it  affords  room  for  more  diversity  of  opinion 
and  action  than  those  which  have  been  hitherto 
noticed.  And,  in  accordance  with  my  own  views 
and  sentiments  on  this  branch  of  the  argument,  I 
shall  content  myself  with  the  free  expression  of 
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my  own  opinion  and  rule  of  action,  in  deciding  on 
the  appeals  of  individuals  of  this  nation  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  for  the  redress  of 
injustice  and  oppression  ;  that  to  tb  justice  is  al- 
ways expedUnt,and  that  no  apprehensions  of  incon- 
venience, or  speculations  of  future  dangers,  or  evil 
consequences,  to  result  from  the  application  of  this 
principle,  ought  to  withhold  its  application.  But 
there  is  another  consideration,  Mr.  Chairman, 
which  ought  to  apply  itself  with  more  force  to  the 
reflections  of  Congress  than  the  redress  of  the  in- 
dividual wrongs  0?  Matthew  Lyon,  inducing  the 
adoption  of  the  resolutions  on  your  table.  This 
consideration  flows  from  the  very  circumstances 
of  the  expiration  of  the  Sedition  act  by  force  of  its 
own  limitation,  without  the  interposition  of  the 
active  energies,  or  even  the  expression  of  an  opin- 
ion, of  any  subsequent  Congress,  of  its  constitu- 
tionality or  character,  or  the  tendency  of  its  pro- 
visions. I  would  therefore  appeal  to  the  Republi- 
cans of  the  present  Congress,  whether  they  do  not 
owe  it  to  themselves,  to  the  party  to  which  they 


i 


belong,  and  to  the  principles  which  they  profess 
to  place  on  their  journals  some  recorded  evidence 
of  their  opinion  and  sentiments  in  relation  to  the 
enactment  and  operations  of  this  obnoxious  mea- 
sure as  a  monument,  or  seal  of  reprobation,  to  speak 
to  all  future  limes  and  future  generations  an  inter- 
pretation of  the  Constitution,  and  of  our  opinions 
of  this  act,  as  a  practical  commentary  on  what  we 
deem  the  liberty  of  the  press.   Do  we  not  owe,  sir, 
to  the  distinguished  and  patriotic  Legislatures  of 
the  States,  who  interposed  with  the  energies  of 
freemen  and  with  the  light  of  truth  to  put  down 
this  formidable  foe  to  freedom,  and  who  interposed 
with  such  eflScacy  and  success,  an  expression  of 
the  deliberate  opinions  of  a  Republican  Congress 
of  this  measure,  its  spirit  and  tendency  ?    To  me, 
the  adoption  of  these  resolutions,  in  this  view, 
seems  but  the  payment  of  a  debt  of  justice  and 
gratitude  which  we  owe. 

With  a  tender  of  my  thanks  to  this  honorable 
body  for  the  attention  with  which  they  have  hon- 
ored me,  I  resume  my  seat. 
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WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  NOVEMBER  13,  1820. 


Monday,  November  13,  1820. 

This  being  the  day  fixed  by  law  for  the  meet- 
ing of  Congress,  Thomas  Dougherty,  the  Clerk, 
and  the  following  members  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, appeared  and  took  their  seats,  viz : 

From  New  Hampshire — Joseph  Buffum,  jr.,  Josiah 
Butler,  Clifton  Clagett.  William  Plumer,  jr.,  and  Na- 
thaniel Uphatn. 

From  Mcutachusetta — Benjamin  Adama,  Samuel 
C  Allen,  Joahua  Cushman,  Timothy  Fuller,  Mark  L. 
Hill,  Jonas  Kendall,  Enoch  Lincoln,  Marcus  Morton, 
Jeremiah  Nelson,  James  Parker,  and  Henry  Shaw. 

From  Rhode  Island — Samuel  Eddy,  and  Nathaniel 
Hazard. 

From  Connecticut — Henry  W.  Edwards,  Samuel 
A.  Foot,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Elisha  Phelps,  John 
Russ,  James  Stevens,  and  Gideon  Tomlinson. 

From  Vermont — Samuel  C.  Craft?,  Rollin  C.  Mal- 
lary,  Ezra  Meech,  Mark  Richards,  and  William 
Strong. 

From  New  York — Nathaniel  Allen,  Caleb  Baker, 
Waller  Case,  Robert  Clark,  Jacob  H.  De  Witt,  John 
D.  Dickinson,  John  Fay,  William  D.  Ford,  Ezra  C. 
Gross,  Aaron  Hackley,  jr.,  George  Hall,  Henry  Meigs, 
Robert  Monell,  Nathaniel  Pitcher,  Jonathan  Rich- 
mond, Henry  R.  Storrs,  Randall  8.  Street,  James 
Strong,  John  W.  Taylor,  Caleb  Tompkins,  Albert  H. 
Tracy,  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Peter  H.  Wendover, 
and  Silas  Wood. 

From  New  Jersey — Ephraim  Bateman,  Joseph 
Bloomfield,  Charles  Kinsey,  John  Linn,  and  Bernard 
Smith. 

Frrtm  Pennsylvania— Htnxj  Baldwin,  William 
Darlington,  Samuel  Edwards,  Thomas  Forrest,  Sam- 
uel Gross,  Joseph  Hemphill,  Jacob  Hibshman,  Jacob 
Hostetter,  William  P.  Maclay,  David  .Marchand,  Rob- 
ert Moore,  Samuel  Moore,  John  Murray,  Thomas  Pat- 
terson, Robert  Philson,  Thomas  J.  Rogers,  John  Ser- 
geant, and  James  M.  Wallace. 

From  Delaware — Louis  McLane. 

From  Maryland — Stephenson  Archer,  Joseph  Kent, 
Peter  Little,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Samuel  Smith,  and 
Henry  R.  Warfield. 

From  Virginia — Mark  Alexander.  William  8.  Ar- 
cher, William  A.  Burwell,  Robert  8.  Garnett,  James 
Jones,  Charles  F.  Mercer,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newton,  John  Randolph,  Ballard  Smith,  Alexander 
Smyth,  Thomas  V.  Swearingen,  George  Tucker,  and 
Jared  Williams. 


From  North  Carolina — John  Culpeper,  Weldon 
N.  Edwards,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  Charles  Hooks,  Lem- 
uel Sawyer,  Jesse  Slocumb.  James  8.  Smith,  Felix 
Walker,  and  Lewis  Williams. 

From  South  Carolina — Joseph  Brevard,  William 
Lowndes,  John  McCreary,  James  Overstreet,  and 
Starling  Tucker. 

From  Georgia— Joel  Abbot,  and  Thomas  W.  Cobb. 

From  Kentucky — Richard  C.  Anderson,  jr.,  Wil- 
liam  Brown,  Alney  McLean,  Thomas  Metcalfe,  George 
Robertson,  and  David  Trimble. 

From  Tennessee — Newton  Cannon,  Francis  Jones, 
and  John  Rhea. 

From  Ohio — Philemon  Beccher,  Henry  Brush,  John 
W.  Campbell,  and  John  Sloan. 

From  Louisiana — Thomas  Butler. 

From  Indiana — William  Hendricks. 

From  Illinois — Daniel  P.  Cook. 

From  Alabama — John  Crowell. 

The 
wit 


followinsr 


new  members  also  appeared,  to 


From  Massachusetts,  Williaiw  Eustis,  in  the 
room  of  Edward  Dowse,  resigned  : 

From  Pennsylvania,  Thomas  G.  McCullough, 
in  the  room  of  David  Fullerton,  resigned : 

From  Virginia,  John  C.  Gray,  in  the  room  of 
James  Johnson,  resigned  ;  Edward  B.  Jackson. 
in  the  room  of  James  Pindall,  resigned ;  ana 
Thomas  L.  Moore,  in  the  room  of  George  F. 
Strother,  resigned  : 

From  Kentucky,  Thomas  Montgomery,  in  the 
room  of  Tunstall  Quarles,  resigned  ;  and  Francis 
Johnson,  in  the  room  of  David  Walker,  de- 
ceased : 

Who  severally  produced  their  credentials,  and 
took  their  seats. 

John  .Scott,  the  Delegate  from  the  Territory  of 
Missourij  and  James  Woodson  Bates,  the  Dele- 
gate from  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  also  ap- 
peared, and  took  their  seats. 

The  Clerk  having  announced  that  a  quorum  of 
the  House  was  present,  said  that  he  had  receiiP€d 
a  letter  from  the  Hon.  Henry  Clay,  late  Speaker 
of  this  House,  which,  with  the  leave  of  the  House, 
he  read  as  follows : 

LEiiifOTOK,  Kt.,  October  28,  1820. 
Sib  :  I  will  thank  you  to  communicate  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  that,  owing  to  imperious  circom- 


435 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


436 


437 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


438 


^ 


'it- 


H,  OF  R. 


Proceedings. 


November,  1820. 


stances,  I  shall  not  be  able  to  attend  upon  it  until 
after  the  Christmas  holidays,  and  to  respectfully  ask 
it  to  allow  me  to  resign  the  office  of  its  Speaker,  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  hold,  and  to  consider  this  as  the 
act  of  my  resignation.  I  beg  the  House  also  to  per- 
mit me  to  reiterate  the  expression  of  my  sincere  ac- 
knowledgments and  unaffected  gratitude  for  the  dis- 
tinguished consideration  which  it  has  uniformly  man- 
ifested for  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  with  great  esteem,  your 
faithful  and  obedient  servant. 

H.  CLAY. 

Thoxab  Doughebtt,  Esq., 

CUrfc  of  the  Huuse  of  Representatives. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  letter  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to  be  inserted  in  the 
Journal  of  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  N.,  the  House  then  proceeded 
to  the  election  of  a  Speaker. 

The  Clerk  declared  that,  as  this  was  an  election 
to  be  made  from  amongst  members  of  the  House, 
no  previous  nomination  was  necessary.  No  nom- 
ination, therefore,  was  made. 

Messr>^.  Newton  and  Moseley  being  appointed 
a  committee  to  count  the  ballots,  reported  that  the 
votes  were — For  John  VV.  Taylor  40;  for  William 
Lowndes  34;  for  Samuel  Smith  27;  for  John 
Sergeant  18;  for  Hugh  Nelson  10;  scattering  3. 

Sixty-seven  votes  being  necessary  to  a  choice, 
and  no  member  having  the  requisite  majority,  a 
second  ballot  look  place;  when  the  votes  were 
thus  reported  :  For  Mr.  Taylor  49 ;  for  Mr. 
Lowndes  44;  tor  Mr.  Smith  25;  for  Mr. 
13;  scattering  1. 

No  choice  being  yet  made,  the  House  proceeded 
to  a  further  ballot,  when  the  votes  given  in  were 
as  follow:  For  Mr.  Lowndes  56;  for  Mr.  Taylor 
50;  for  Mr.  Smith  16;  for  Mr.  Sergeant 'u  ; 
scattering  1. 

No  choice  having  been  yet  made,  the  House 
proceeded  to  ballot  a  fourth  time,  when  the  follow- 
ing result  was  reported :  For  Mr.  Lowndes  01  ; 
for  Mr.  Taylor  6*3;  for  Mr.  Smith  11;  scatter- 
ings. 

No  one  having  vet  a  majority  of  all  the  votes,  a 
fifth  ballot  took  place,  which  resulted  as  follows : 
For  Mr.  Taylor  65  ;  for  Mr.  Lownde-^  63;  for  Mr. 
Smith  8 ;  scattering  2. 

A  motion  v/as  then  made  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn  ;  and  the  question  thereon  being  put 
by  the  Clerk,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  ballot  a  sixth 
time ;  and  the  votes,  being  counted,  stood  thus : 
For  Mr.  Taylor  67  ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  61 ;  for  Mr. 
Smith  7  ;  scattering  1. 

No  election  having  yet  taken  place,  another 
motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn,  and  the  vote 
thereon  was — for  adjourning  65,  against  it  68. 

So  the  House  relused  to  adjourn,  and  another 
ballot  was  held,  which  resulted  as  follows :  For 
Mr.  Taylor  62;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  57;  for  Mr. 
Smith  15;  scattering  1. 

No  choice  having  yet  been  made,  a  motion  was 

made  to  adiourn,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative 

ayes  71.    And  the  Clerk  adjourned  the  House  to 
12  oMdiek  to-morrow. 


Sergeant 


ToEBDAY  November  14. 

Several  other  member >  appeared  and  took  their 
seats,  to  wit :  ' 

From  New  Hampshire,  Arthur  Livermore; 
from  Massachusetts,  Martin  Kinsley;  from  New 
Jersey,  Henry  Southard;  from  Pennsylvania, 
Christian  Tarr  ;  from  Maryland,  Raphael 
Neale;  from  Virginia,  Willia.m  Lee  Ball, 
Philip  P.  Barbour,  and  William  McCoy;  from 
South  Carolina,  Elias  Earle  ;  from  Tennessee, 
John  Cocke;  and  from  Ohio,  Thomas  R.  Ross. 

The  House  then  proceeded  forthwith  to  ballot 
again  for  a  Speaker  of  the  House,  in  the  place  of 
Mr.  Clay,  resigned.  The  votes  having  been 
counted,  Mr.  Newton  reported,  that  the  whole 
number  of  votes  was  149;  (^f  which  75  were  ne- 
cessary to  a  choice  ;  that  the  votes  were  :  For  Mr. 
Taylor  64  ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  54  ;  for  Mr.  Smith 
33  ;  scattering  1. 

No  one  having  a  majority  of  all  the  votes,  the 
House  proceeded  to  ballot  the  ninth  time;  when 
it  appeared  that  the  votes  were  :  For  Mr.  Taylor 
66 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  47  ;  for  Mr.  Smith  33  ;  scat- 
tering 1. 

No  election  having  yet  taken  place,  the  Hou&e 

proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  tenth  time;  and  the 

result  was  declared  as  follows :    For  Mr.  Taylor 

64 ;  for   Mr.    Smith    50 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  25  j 

:  scattering  1. 

No  election  having  yet  taken  place,  the  House 
proceeded  to  ballot  lor  the  eleventh  time ;  when 
the  following  result  was  pronounced :    For  Mr. 
;  Taylor  61  ;  lor  Mr.  Smith  50;  for  Mr.  Lowndes 
31 ;  for  Mr.  Sergeant  5  ;  scatterinsj  1. 
No  election  havinor  yet  taken  place,  the  House 
,  proceeded  to  ballot  lor  the  twelfth  time ;  and  the 
i  result  was  as  follows :    For  Mr.   Smith  53 ;   for 
;  Mr.  Taylor  47  ;    for  Mr.  Lowndes  23  ;    for  Mr. 
Sergeant  19;  for  Mr.  Tomlinson  3  ;  scattering  3. 
The  thirteenth  ballot  resulted  as  follows:    For 
Mr.  Smith  48  ;    for  Mr.  Taylor  32  ;    for  Mr.  Ser- 
geant  32  ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  30  ;  scattering  3. 
i      The  fourteenth  ballot  resulted  as  follows  :    For 
Mr.  Smith  42  ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  37  ;  for  Mr.  Ser- 
geant 35;  for  Mr.  Taylor  27  ;  scattering  3. 

The  fifteenth  ballot  resulted  as  follows:  For 
•  Mr.  Lowndes  55;  for  Mr.  Sergeant  32;  for  Mr. 
i  Smith  27  ;  for  Mr.  Taylor  26  ;  scattering  6. 

No  one  vet  having  a  majority  of  the  votes,  a 
further  ballot  was  declared  necessary  ;  when  (it 
being  half-pa^t  3  o'clock,) 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  and  negatived. 
The  sixteenth  ballot  then  took  place,  and  was 
as  follows :  For  Mr.  Lowndes  dS ;  for  Mr.  Tay- 
lor 30  ;  for  Mr.  Sergeant  24  ;  for  Mr.  Smith  23. 

This  ballot  having  been  also  inefiectual ;  ano- 
ther motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  but  without 
succei.s. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  seventeenth 
ballot,  which  resulted  as  follows — 73  necessary  to 
a  choice  :  For  Mr.  Lowndes  72  ;  for  Mr.  Taylor 
44  ;  for  Mr.  Smith  17;  for  Mr.  Sergeant  11. 

No  election  being  made,  the  House  went  into 

the  eighteenth  ballot,  when  the  following  result 

1  was  announced — 73  necessary  to  a  choice  :    For 
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Mr.  Lowndes  66  j  for  Mr.  Taylor  55 ;  for  Mr. 
Smith  21 ;  for  Mr.  Sergeant  2. 

No  one  having  yet  a  majority  of  the  votes,  the 
House  proceeded  to  the  nineteenth  ballot,  which 
resulted  as  follows — 73  necessary  to  a  choice :  For 
Mr.  Taylor  66 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  65 ;  for  Mr. 
Smith  14. 

This  ballot  being  also  inefiectual ;  a  motion 
was  made  to  adjourn,  which  motion  prevailed, 
ayes  76 — and,  about  five  o'clock,  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Wednesday,  November  15. 

Several  other  members  appeared,  and  took  their 
seats,  to  wit : 

From  Vermont,  Charles  Rich;  from  Penn- 
sylvania, George  Dennison  ;  from  Maryland, 
Thomas  Bayly;  from  North  Carolina,  Charles 
Fisher  ;  and  from  South  Carolina,  Eldred  Si.m- 

K.IN8. 

ELECTION  OF  SPE.\KER. 

The  House,  having  been  called  to  order  at 
twelve  o'clock,  proceeded  to  ballot,  the  twentieth 
time,  for  a  Speaker,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Clay,  re- 
signed. 

The  votes  having  been  counted,  it  appeared  that 
the  number  of  votes  given  in  was  141 — necessary 
to  a  choice  71.  Of  which  there  were:  For  Mr. 
Taylor  67 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  65  ;  for  Mr.  Smith 
8;  scattering  1. 

No  choice  having  been  made,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot  the  twenty-first  time ;  when  the 
result  was  declared  as  follows":  Whole  number  of 
votes  147 — necessary  to  a  choice  74;  of  which 
there  were :  For  Mr.  Taylor  73 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes 
42;  for  Mr.  Smith  32. 

No  choice  having  yet  been  made,  the  House 
was  about  to  ballot  again;  when 

Mr.  Little  rose,  and,  remarking  on  the  extra- 
ordinary aspect  of  the  present  proceedings  of  the 
House ;  the  necessity  for  choosing  a  Speaker ;  the 
uncertainty,  under  present  appearances,  when  a 
choice  would  be  made ;  the  weariness  of  the  House 
at  these  repeated  ballotings,  dec. — moved,  that  the 
House  do  come  to  a  resolution,  that  the  lowest  on 
each  ballot  should  be  dropped  at  the  succeeding 
ballot,  and  that  any  votes  given  for  such  lowest 
person  should  not  be  taken  into  account. 

The  Clerk  of  the  House,  after  reading  the  re- 
solve, expressed  doubts  of  the  power  of  the  House 
to  pass  such  a  resolution,  consistently  with  the 
rules  established  for  its  government. 

Mr.  Randolph  made  it  a  point  of  order  whether 
the  Clerk  had  any  right  to  express  to  the  House 
his  opinion  of  their  powers,  or  to  decide  for  them 
what  was,  or  was  not,  in  order. 

The  Clerk  declared,  that,  under  the  rules  of  the 
House,  which  prescribe  the  mode  of  election  by 
ballot,  he  could  not  receive  this  motion. 

Some  brief  debate  took  place  on  the  point  of 
order,  Mr.  Randolph  protesting  against  what  he 
pronounced  an  assumption  of  power  on  the  part 
of  the  Clerk,  and  asserting  the  right  of  any  mem- 
ber to  propound  any  question  to  the  House  through 


the  Clerk,  the  Speaker's  Chair  being  vacant,  or 
from  himself,  if  he  thought  proper. 

Other  gentlemen,  Mr.  Storrs,  Mr.  Little,  Mr. 
Sergeant,  Mr.  Mercer,  and  Mr.  Livermore, 
expressed  their  opinions,  and  the  following  rule  of 
the  House  was  read  : 

''  In  all  other  cases  of  ballot  than  for  committees,  a 
majority  of  the  votes  given  shall  be  necessary  to  an 
election  ;  and,  when  there  shall  not  be  such  a  majority 
on  the  first  ballot,  the  ballot  shall  be  repeated  until  a 
majority  be  obtained." 

Mr.  Little,  asserting  his  right  to  make  the  mo- 
tion, yet,  not  desiring  to  prolong  discussion  in  re- 
gard to  it,  waived  the  moving  of  it  himself. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  ballot  the  twenty- 
second  time.  The  whole  number  of  votes  was 
148 — 75  necessary  to  a  choice.  The  votes  were — 
For  Mr.  Taylor  76 ;  for  Mr.  Lowndes  44 ;  for  Mr. 
Smith  27;  scattering  1. 

So  John  W.  Taylor,  Esq.,  a  Representative 
from  the  State  of  New  York,  was  elected  Speaker ; 
and,  having  been  conducted  to  the  Chair  by  Mr. 
Newton  and  Mr.  Moseley,  addressed  the  House 
as  follows: 

Gentlemen  ;  I  approach  the  station  to  which  your 
favor  invites  me,  greatly  distrusting  my  ability  to 
fulfil  your  just  expectations.  Although  the  duties  of 
the  Chair  have  become  less  arduous  by  improvements 
in  iu  practice  during  the  administration  of  my  distin- 
guished predecessor,  I  should  not  venture  to  assume 
their  responsibilities  without  a  firm  reliance  on  your 
indulgent  support.  In  all  deliberative  assemblies,  the 
preservation  of  order  must  depend  in  a  greater  degree 
upon  the  members  at  large  than  upon  any  efforts  of 
a  presiding  officer.  The  forbearance  and  decorum 
which  characterized  this  House  in  its  former  session, 
at  a  period  of  peculiar  excitement,  afford  of  their  con< 
tinued  exercise  a  happy  anticipation.  For  the  confi- 
dence with  which  you  have  honored  me,  be  pleased 
to  accept  my  profound  acknowledgments.  In  my  best 
endeavors  to  merit  your  approbation,  which  shall  not 
be  intermitted,  I  can  promise  nothing  more  than  dili- 
gence, and  a  constant  aim  at  impartiality.  I  can  hope 
for  nothing  greater  than  that  these  endeavors  may  not 
prove  altogether  unavailing. 

The  new  members  having  been  sworn  in — 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming the  House  that  a  quorum  thereof  was 
formed,  and  that  they  were  ready  to  proceed  to 
business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  a  simi- 
lar message  was  returned  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  also,  a  committee  was 
appointed,  jointly  with  such  committee  as  should 
be  appointed  by  the  Senate,  to  wait  upon  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him  of  the 
organization  of  the  two  Houses,  and  of  their  readi- 
ness to  receive  any  communication  he  may  have 
to  makc/to  them. 

The  resolutions  of  the  Senate  for  appointing  a 
Joint  Committee  of  Enrolled  Bills,  and  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Chaplain  for  each  House,  were 
agreed  to ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Slocdmb,  to- 
morrow at  twelve  o'clock  was  assigned  as  the  hour 
for  proceeding  to  appoint  a  Chaplain  on  the  part 
of  this  House. 
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Standing  Committees — Prendenfs  Message. 


November,  1820. 


I 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  the  House  proceeded 
to  the  appointment  of  the  Standing  Committees, 
pursuant  to  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  House: 
whereupon  the  Speaker  appointed  the  following 
committees,  viz : 

Committee  of  EUdiam — Mr.  Trimble,  Mr.  Tarr, 
Mr.  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Sloan,  Mr. 
Clark,  Mr.  Hooks,  and  Mr.  Moore  of  Virginia. 

Committee  of  Ways  and  Means — Mr.  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Mr.  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mr.  Bur- 
well,  Mr.  Shaw,  Mr.  Tracy,  Mr.  Uoss,  and  Mr. 
Jones  of  Tennessee. 

Committee  of  Claims — Mr.  Williams  of  IVorth 
Carolina,  Mr.  Rich,  Mr.  McCoy,  Mr.  Samuel 
Moore,  Mr.  Hackley,  Mr.  Edwards  of  Connecticut, 
and  Mr.  Metcalfe. 

Committee  of  Commtrcf — Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  Tora- 
linson,  Mr.  Mallary,  Mr.  Nelson  of  Massachusetts, 
Mr.  Hill,  Mr.  Wendover,  and  Mr.  Abbot. 

Committee  of  the  Public  Lands — Mr.  Anderson, 
Mr.  Hendricks,  Mr.  Cook,  Mr.  Ballard  Smith, 
Mr.  Stevens,  Mr.  Monell,  and  Mr.  Brush. 

Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads — Mr. 
Livermore,  Mr.  Culpcper,  Mr.  Russ,  Mr.  Tomp- 
kins, Mr.  Kinsley,  Mr.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Gray. 

Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia — Mr.  Kent, 
Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Neale,  Mr.  Swearingen,  Mr. 
Smith  of  N.  J.,  Mr.  Meigs,  and  Mr.  McCuUough. 

Committee  an  the  Judiciary — Mr.  Sergeant,  Mr. 
Beecher,  Mr.  Robertson,  Mr.  Brevard,  Mr.  Lincoln, 
Mr.  Tucker  of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Plumer. 

Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims — 
Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  McClay,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Allen  of 
Mass.,  Mr.  Linn,  Mr.  Street,  and  Mr.  Jones  of  Va. 

Committee  on  Public  Expeiulitnres — Mr.  Simkins, 
Mr.  Slocumb,  Mr.  Rogers,  Mr.  Cobb,  Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  Ford,  and  Mr.  Montgomery. 

Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims — Mr  Camp- 
bell, Mr.  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Mr.  Robert  Moore, 
Mr.  Eddy,  Mr.  Pitcher,  Mr.  Jackson,  and  Mr. 
Crowell. 

Committee  on  Manufactures — Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr. 
Allen  of  New  York,  Mr.  Little,  Mr.  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Mr.  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Kin- 
sey,  and  Mr.  Fisher. 

Committee  on  Agriculture — Mr.  Forrest,  Mr.  Cla- 
gett,  Mr.  Meech,  Mr.  Richmond,  Mr.  Ringgold, 
Mr.  Grarnett,  and  Mr.  Earle. 

Committee  of  Revisal  ami  Unfinished  Riuniness — 
Mr.  Morton,  Mr.  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  and 
Mr.  Ball. 

CommitUe  of  Accounts — Mr.  Smith  of  North  Car- 
olina, Mr.  Bateman,  and  Mr.  Upham. 

The  committee  appomted  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  reported,  that  they  had 
performed  that  service,  and  received  for  answer 
that  a  message  would  be  transmitted  by  the  Presi- 
dent immediately. 

Accordingly,  about  three  o'clock,  the  Message 
was  received  and  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  five  thousand  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be 

f tinted  for  the  use  of  tne  members  of  this  House. 
See  Senate  Proceedings,  ante  page  11,  for  this 
Message.] 


Thursday,  November  16. 

Several  other  members  appeared  and  took  their 
seat.s,  to  wit : 

From  Massachusetts,  Walter  Foloer,  Jr.: 
from  North  Carolina,  Hutch  ins  G.  Burton  ;  and 
from  Georgia,  Joel  Crawford  and  Robert 
Ray.mond  Reid. 

Mr.  Scott  laid  before  the  House  a  manuscript 
attested  copy  of  the  constitution  formed  on  the 
19th  day  of  July,  1820,  by  the  convention  assem- 
bled at  St.  Louis,  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  for 
the  government  of  the  contemplated  Slate  of  that 
name;  which  was  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
and  Mr.LowNDE8,Mr.  Sergeant,  and  Mr.  Smith, 
of  Maryland,  were  appomted  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Bloomfield  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  in  all  cases  where  petitions  were 
presented  at  the  last  session  of  this  House,  ami  refer- 
red to  committees,  but  not  finally  acted  upon,  both  by 
the  committees  and  the  House,  the  said  petitions  shall 
be  considered  as  again  presented  and  referred  to  the 
same  committees,  respectively,  without  special  order  to 
that  effect.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  com- 
mittees respectively,  upon  application  in  behalf  of  any 
petitioner  whose  petition  was  presented  and  referred 
as  aforesaid,  to  consider  and  report  thereon,  in  the 
same  manner  an  if  it  were  referred  to  such  committee 
by  special  order  of  the  House. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to  whom 
had  been  referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitted  yesterday,  Mr.  Nel- 
son, of  Virginia,  being  called  to  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  the  following  resolu- 
tions were  agreed  to  by  the  Committee,  reported 
to  the  House,  and  concurred  in,  viz: 

1.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  the  late  treaty 
between  the  United  Slates  and  Spain  ;  to  the  condition 
of  the  independent  gorernmenta  of  South  America, 
and  all  other  subjects  of  foreign  affairs,  be  referred  to 
a  select  committee, 

2.  That  so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  commercial  intercourae  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  British  colonial  ports,  and  between  the 
United  States  and  France,  and  all  other  subjects  in 
relation  to  commerce,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce. 

3.  That  so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  re- 
lates to  fortifications  and  other  military  subjects,  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee. 

4.  That  so  much  of  the  Pret^ident's  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  navy,  and  the  increase  thereof,  and  to  the 
protection  of  our  commerce,  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee. 

5.  That  so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee. 

6.  That  so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  subject  of  revenue,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

7.  That  so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  re- 
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lates  to  the  aalei  of  the  public  lands,  and  to  granting 
relief  to  the  purchasers  thereof,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

8.  That  so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  civilization  of  and  trade  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

9.  That  the  said  several  select  committees  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  LowndeSj  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Moseley,  Mr. 
Nelson,  of  Virginia,  Mr.  DicKinson,Mr.  Reid, and 
Mr.  Archer,  ol  Maryland,  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee pursuant  to  the  first  resolution. 

Mr.  Alexander  Smyth,  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Mr.  Cocke,  Mr.  Cushman,  Mr.  Burton,  Mr.  Ro- 
bert Moore,  and  Mr.  Russ,  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee pursuant  to  the  third  resolution. 

Mr.  Barbour,  Mr.  Fuller,  Mr.  Warfield,  Mr. 
Case,  Mr.  Hall,  of  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Dennison, 
and  Sir.  Crawford,  were  appointed  a  committee 
pursuant  to  the  fourth  resolution. 

Mr.  Hemphill,  Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Strong,  of  New 
York,  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Rogers, 
Mr.  McCreary,  and  Mr.  Folger  were  appointed  a 
committee  pursuant  to  the  fifth  resolution. 

Mr.  Southard,  Mr.  Bayly,  Mr.  Wallace,  Mr. 
Walker,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Baker, 
and  Mr.  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  were  appointed  a 
committee  pursuant  to  the  eighth  resolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crowell,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  some  relief  to 
the  purchasers  of  the  public  lands  in  the  United 
States  previous  to  the  1st  day  of  July,  1820. 

Mr.  Foot  moved  the  following  resolutions 
which  were  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  viz  ; 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  subject  of  organizing  and  dis- 
ciplining the  militia  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  subject  on  roads  and  canals 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  subject  of  the  public  buildings 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  subject  of  Revolutionary  pen- 
aions  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  said  select  committees  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise, 

Messrs.  Cannon,  GR08s,of  New  York,  Strong, 
of  Vermont,  Patterson,  Sawyer,  Over.street, 
and  Hostetter,  were  appointed  a  committee  pur- 
suant to  the  first  resolution. 

Messrs.  SroRR8,CRArT8,MARCHAND,  Edwards, 
of  North  Carolina,  Street,  Montgomery,  and 
He;ndrick8,  were  appointed  a  committee  pursuant 
to  the  second  resolution. 

Messrs.  Wood,  Kendall,  Alexander,  Hall, 
of  New  York,  Murray,  Crafts,  and  Buffum, 
were  appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to  the  third 
resolution. 

Messrs.  Bloo.mfield,  Edwards,  of  North  Car- 
olina, Dewitt,  Hibsh.man,  Hazard,  Fay,  and 
Alexander,  were  appointed  a  committee  pursuant 
to  the  fourth  resolution. 

The  House  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Chaplain 
on  the  part  of  this  House. 

The  following  exhibits  the  result  of  three  suc- 
cessive ballots : 


Rev.  Mr.  Allison  - 
Rev.  Mr.  Campbell 
Rev.  Mr.  Sparks  - 
Rev.  Mr.  Post 


Ist. 

-  52 

-  34 

-  29 

-  19 


2d. 
50 
52 
20 
10 


3d. 

55 

81 

3 

3 


So  the  Reverend  J.  Nicholson  Campbell 
was  chosen  on  the  third  trial.  And  the  House 
adjourned. 


Friday.  November  17. 

Mr.  Bates  presented  the  petition  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  praying  that  a  surveyor 
may  be  appointed  for  that  Territory,  who  shall 

keep  an  office  within  the  same Referred  to  the 

Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  "Third  Congressional  District  of 
Kentucky,  praying  for  the  encouragement  of  do- 
mestic manufactures,  by  imposing  higher  duties 
on  goods  imported  into  the  United  States ;  which 
petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Man- 
ufactures. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  enclosing  the 
certificate  of  the  election  of  Tho.ma8  G.  McCul- 
lough,  as  a  member  of  this  House  from  that  State, 
to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resigna- 
tion of  David  Fullerton  ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Commitiee  on  Elections. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
transmitting  copies  of  the  reports,  from  No.  1  to  9 
inclusive,  of  the  land  commissioners  at  Jackson 
Courthouse,  and  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  accom- 
I  panied  them  ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  Gross,  of  New  York,  offered  for  consider- 
ation the  following  resolve : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
I  be  instructed  to  prepare  and  report  to  this  House,  as 
'  soon  as  may  be,  a  list  of  all  the  expenditures,  under 
their  proper  heads,  authorized  by  the  existing  lawi  of 
the  United  States,  with  an  opinion  respecting  the  re- 
duction, which,  consistently  with  the  public  interest, 
may  be  made  in  each  of  them  respectively. 

Mr.  G.  said  the  motion  related  to  a  subject  which 
ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  receive  the  early  and 
earnest  consideration  of  the  House  ;  but,  not  wish- 
ing to  take  the  House  by  surprise,  he  should  move 
for  it  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

It  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taole  accordingly. 

Mr.  Foot  submitted  the  following  resolution : 
Resolved,  That  the  following  addition  be  made  to 
the  standing  rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  viz : 

A  committee  of  three  member*  shall  be  appointed, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  examine  all  bills,  amend- 
ments, resolutions  or  motions,  before  they  go  out  of 
the  possession  of  the  House  ;  and  to  make  report  that 
they  are  correctly  engrossed,  which  report  shall  be  en- 
tered on  the  Journal. 

The  resolution  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table 
for  one  day. 

The  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 
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«  Monday,  November  20. 

Several  other  members  appeared  and  took  their 
seats,  to  wit: 

From  Virginia,  John  Floyd  and  Severn  E. 
Parker  ;  and  from  Tennessee,  Henry  H.  Bryan 
and  Robert  Allen. 

Solomon  SiBLEvappeared,  produced  hiscreden- 
tials,  was  qualified  and  took  his  seat  as  a  delegate 
from  the  Territory  ot  Michigan,  in  the  room  of 
William  W.  Woodbridge,  resigned. 

Mr.  Bates  presented  a  petition  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  praying  that  the  right  of 
pre-emption  may  be  extended  to  the  inhabitants  of 
that  portion  of  said  Territory  lying  south  of  the 
river  Arkansas,  in  the  purchase  oi  the  lands  on 
which  they  have  long  resided  and  made  valuable 
improvements. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Eddy  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
viz  : 

Ruolced,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  act  entitled  an 
act  allowing  compensation  to  the  members  of  the  Sen- 
ate, members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  the  delegates  from  the  Territories, 
and  repealing  all  other  laws  on  that  subject,  as  to  re- 
duce the  compensation  thereby  allowed  from  eight  to 
six  dollars  per  day,  and  the  rate  of  travel  for  every 
twenty  miles,  from  eight  to  six  dollars  ;  and  that  said 
committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  ;  and  the  question 
was  taken,  Will  the  House  now  proceed  to  con- 
sider the  same?  and  determined  in  the  negative 

yeas  5S,  nays  61. 

Mr.  Stokrs  submitted  the  following: 

Resoked,  That  the  18th  rule  of  the  standing  rules 
and  orders  of  this  House  be  annulled. 

The  18th  rule  is  in  the  following  words : 
"  Business  referred  to  committees  of  the  whole  House 
shall  be  called  for  in  the  following  order : 

1.  Private  bills  which  have  passed  the  Senate,  and 
have  been  reported  favorably  by  a  committee  of  the 
House. 

2.  Private  bills  reported  by  committees  of  the  House. 

3.  Bills  and  resolutions  of  a  public  nature. 

4.  Bills  which  have  passed  the  Senate,  and  have 
been  reported  against  by  a  committee  of  the  House. 

5.  Reports  unfavorable  to  petitioners." 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs  lies  on  the  table  one 
day  of  course. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bloomfield,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  him 
on  the  I6th  instant,  respecting  the  reference  of  pe- 
titions ;  and  the  same  being  again  read,  was  modi- 
fied and  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  in  all  cases  where  petitions  were  pre- 
wnted  at  the  last  session  to  this  House,  and  referred 
to  committees,  but  not  reported  upon,  the  said  peti- 
tions shall  be  again  considered  as  referred  to  the  said 
committees,  respectively,  upon  application  of  any  mem- 
ber to  the  Clerk,  without  special  order  from  the  House 
to  that  effect.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
committees,  respectively,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on, in  the  same  manner  as  if  said  petitions  were  re- 
ferred by  specisl  orders  of  the  House :  but  no  petition 


■hall  be  received  or  acted  upon  by  a  committee,  under 
this  order,  which  shall  not  have  been  endorsed  in,  and 
transmitted  to  the  committee  through,  the  office  of 
the  Clerk. 

Mr.  Cocke,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  for  consid- 
eration the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Military  Es- 
tablishment be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  reducing  the  Mihtary  Peace  Establishment  of 
the  United  States. 

And  the  resolution  was  agreed  to,  without  de- 
bate or  division. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
submitted  by  Mr.  Foot  on  tha  17th  instant,  for 
the  appointment  of  a  standing  committee  for  the 
examination  of  engrossed  bills ;  and  the  same  being 
again  read,  the  question  was  taken,  Will  the 
Mouse  agree  to  the  same?  and  determined  in  the 
negative. 

COMPENSATION  OF  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  Linn,  of  New  Jersey,  submitted  for  consid- 
eration the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing 
the  compensation  allowed  to  members  of  Congress  to 
six  dollars  per  day,  and  a  proportional  reduction  for 
travelling  to  and  from  the  Seat  of  Government ;  and 
also  of  reducing  the  pay  of  all  the  officers  of  Govern- 
ment that  has  been  increased  since  the  year  1809,  to 
what  it  was  at  or  before  that  period. 

Mr.  Linn  made  a  few  remarks  on  introducing 
this  proposition,  the  import  of  which  was,  that  his 
opinion  was  that  Congress  ought  to  go  back  to 
I  the  year  1809,  and  restore  the  compensations  of 
public  officers,  &c.,  to  the  condition  in  which  they 
then  stood.  As  the  present  proposition,  however, 
was  for  inquiry  merely,  not  requiring  any  expres- 
sion of  the  opinion  of  the  House,  he  hoped  no  ob- 
jection would  be  made  to  it. 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  said  a  few  words  expres- 
sive of  his  opinion,  that,  if  a  reduction  of  expendi- 
tures, &c.,  was  made,  it  ought  to  be  more  general 
than  was  proposed  by  this  motion  to  be  inquired 
into.  To  such  a  general  reduction  he  was  favor- 
able, but  was  opposed  to  a  piece-meal  legi.«<lation 
on  the  subject,  which  must  be  partial,  and  might 
be  unjust  in  its  operation.  This  was  the  substance 
of  Mr.  C's.  observation,  though  not  perhaps  his 
words.  He  wished  the  resolution  to  be  so  modi- 
fied as  to  make  it  as  comprehensive  as  in  his  opin- 
ion it  ought  to  be. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  thought  the  object  of 
this  motion  did  not  properly  fall  within  the  duties 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  wiahed 
it  referred  to  a  different  committee. 

Mr.  Linn  did  not  wish  to  take  the  House  by 
surprise,  and  consented  to  his  motion's  lying  on 
the  table,  that  gentlemen  might  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  prepare  amendments  to  it  if  they  thought 
proper. 

So  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  submitted  for 
consideration  a  joint  resolution.     In  doing  so,  he 
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expressed  his  earnest  hope  that,  as  a  similar  reso- 
lution had  passed  the  Senate  at  the  last  session, 
but  not  been  acted  upon  in  this  House  for  want  of 
time,  it  would  have  an  early  consideration  at  this 
session,  and  receive  that  approbation  from  the 
House  which  he  thought  it  merited.  The  follow- 
ing is  a  copy  of  the  resolve  moved  by  Mr.  S. 

Resolved^  bu  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assemoied,  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  conettrring. 
That  the  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of 
the  several  States,  which,  when  ratified  by  the  Legis- 
latures of  three-fourths  of  the  States,  shall  be  valid, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  the  said  Con- 
stitution: 

That,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  Representatives  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  each  State  shall, 
by  its  Legislature,  be  divided  into  a  number  of  districts, 
equal  to  the  number  of  Representatives  to  which  such 
State  may  be  entitled.  The  districts  shall  be  formed 
of  contiguous  territory,  and  contain,  as  nearly  as  may 
be,  an  equal  number  of  persons  entitled  by  theConsti- 
tutioD  to  be  represented,  or  of  persons  qualified  to  vote 
for  members  of  the  roost  numeroiis  branch  of  the  State 
Legislature.  In  each  district,  the  persons  qualified  to 
vote  shall  choose  one  Representative. 

That,  for  the  purpoee  of  choosing  Electors  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  the  per- 
sons qualified  to  vote  for  Representatives  in  each  dis- 
trict shall  choose  one  Elector.  The  two  additional 
Electors,  to  which  each  State  is  entitled,  shall  be  ap- 
pointed in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  thereof 
may  direct.  The  Electors,  when  convened,  at  the 
time  and  place  prescril  ed  by  law  for  the  purpose  of 
voting  for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  shall  have  power,  in  case  any  of  them  shall  fail 
to  attend,  to  choose  an  Elector  or  Electors,  in  place  of 
him  or  them  so  faiUng  to  attend.  The  division  of 
btates  into  districts,  as  hereby  provided  for,  ahall  take 
place  immediately  after  this  amendment  shall  be  adopt- 
ed, and  immediately  aAer  every  future  census  and  ap- 
portionment of  Representatives  under  the  same ;  and 
■uch  districts  shall  not  be  altered  until  a  subsequent 
census  shall  have  been  taken,  and  an  apportionment 
of  Representatives  under  it  khall  have  been  made. 

The  resolution  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 


Tuesday,  November  21. 

Mr.  Wen  DOVER  presented  a  petition  of  the 
American  Society,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  for 
the  encouragement  of  domestic  manufactures,  pray- 
ing that  a  duty  of  ten  per  centum  be  imposed  on 
sales  at  auction  ;  that  the  credit  on  duties  on  the 
importation  of  foreign  fabrics  may  be  abolished, 
and  that  the  tariff  may  be  so  graduated  as  to  carry 
into  effect  a  complete  system  of  protection  to  home 
industry ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  memo- 
rial and  petition  of  Matthew  Lyon,  praying  that 
his  petition,  presented  at  the  last  session,  may  now 
be  considered,  and  the  prayer  thereof  granted,  so 
that  the  justice  to  which  his  case  may  entitle  him, 
and  which  has  been  so  long  withheld,  may  now 


be  granted  ;  which  was  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee; and  Messrs.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  Floyd, 
Edwards,  of  North  Carolina,  Plumer,  and  Bee- 
CHER,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Bates  presented  a  petition  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  praying  that  some  pro- 
vision may  be  made  for  the  relief  of  the  settlers  on 
the  public  lands,  who  have  been  compelled  to 
abandon  their  settlements  made  prior  to  the  twelfth 
of  April,  1814,  under  the  treaty  lately  concluded 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Cherokee  na- 
tion of  Indians  ;  which  vms  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Bates  also  presented  another  petition  of 
the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  praying  that 
some  provision  may  be  made  to  coerce  the  attend- 
ance within  their  districts  of  individuals  appointed 
to  offices  in  that  Territory ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  elected  the  Reverend  Wil- 
liam Ryland  a  Chaplain  to  Confess  on  their  part:^ 
And  they  have  passed  a  resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  Library  Committee,  who  shall 
have  the  direction  of  the  money  appropriated  to 
the  purchase  of  books  and  maps,'for  the  use  of  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  and  have  appointed  a 
committee  on  their  part.  They  have  also  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  terms  of  the 
district  court  in  Alabama ;"  in  which  resolution 
and  bill  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  sur- 
veyor's office  in  that  Territory  ;  which  was  con- 
curred in  by  the  House. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  Library  committee  was  read,  and 
concurred  in  by  the  House ;  and  Messrs.  Mallary, 
Parker,  of  Virginia,  and  Allen,  of  Tennessee, 
were  appointed  the  committee  on  the  part  of  this 
House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
alter  the  terms  of  the  district  court  in  Alabama," 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Abbot,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  passing  a  law,  defining  under  what 
circumstances,  and  by  what  means,  private  prop- 
erty may  be  taken  for  public  use,  under  the  emer- 
g-ency  of  war,  and  providing  that  just  compensa- 
tion shall  be  made  for  the  same ;  also,  of  prescrib- 
ing the  manner  in  which  soldiers  may  be  quartered 
in  any  house,  without  the  consent  of  the  owner,  in 
time  of  war. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
Committee  ot  Commerce  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  admitting  British  ves- 
sels arriving  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the 
Mauritius,  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  on 
the  same  terms  and  conditions  as  if  they  hud  sailed 
from  a  port  in  Great  Britain,  so  long  as  those  ports 
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are  open  to  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  on  the 
same  terms  and  conditions  as  their  own  vessels. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stores,  the  House  proceeded 
to  consider  the  resolution,  submitted  by  him  yes- 
terday, to  annul  the  oi^ teen th  rule  of  the  stand- 
ing rules  and  orders  ot  this  House ;  and  the  said 
resolution  being  again  read,  was  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

The  said  eighteenth  rule,  as  annulled,  is  in  the 
words  following,  viz. : 

"  BasineBs  referred  to  comrailteei  of  the  whole 
House  shall  be  called  for  consideration  in  the  following 
order : 

1.  Private  bills  which  have  passed  the  Senate,  and 
have  been  reported  favorably  by  a  committee  of  the 
House. 

2.  Private  bills  reported  by  committees  of  the  House. 

3.  Bills  and  resolutions  of  a  public  nature. 

4.  Bills  which  have  passed  the  Senate,  and  have 
been  reported  against  by  a  committee  of  the  House. 

5.  Reports  unfavorable  to  petitioners." 

Mr.  Mallary  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration  : 

Rtiolvtd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House  information  re- 
specting the  progress  made  by  the  Commissioners  un- 
der the  Treaty  of  (ihent,  in  establishing  the  boundary 
line  between  the  United  States  and  the  Canada.N; 
whether  any  part  of  the  boundary  line  is  settled  ; 
whether  the  Commissioners  of  the  Unked  States  and 
Great  Britain  have  met  during  the  present  year  ;  and 
how  much  money  has  been  drawn  from  the  Treasury 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid  ;  and  how  much  each  Com- 
missioner, Agent,  or  any  person  on  their  account,  has 
drawn  ;  the  names  of  each  person  employed  by  the 
said  Commissioners  and  Agents,  in  their  respective 
sections ;  the  purposes  for  which  each  person  was  em- 
ployed, the  length  of  time  employed,  and  the  compen- 
sation each  person  has  received  for  his  services  ;  a 
statement  of  all  the  items  of  account  rendered  by  each 
of  said  Commissioners  and  Agents,  and  the  particular 
purposes  for  which  the  moneys  drawn  by  them  have 
been  expended;  the  amount  of  compensation  each 
Commissioner  and  Agent  hais  received  since  his  ap- 
pointment; and  whether  any  money  has  been  allowed 
to,  or  retained  by,  said  Commissioners  and  Agents, 
except  the  sum  of  $1,444  44  per  annum. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  nem.  con.,  and  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  present  it  to  the 
President. 


WEnNESDAY,  November  22. 

Another  member,  lo  wit,  from  South  Carolina, 
Charles  PiNCKNEY,  appeared  and  took  his  scat. 

Mr.  Kinsley  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  per- 
sons interested  in  commerce,  inhabitants  of  Bel- 
fast, in  the  State  of  Maine,  praying  that  no  alter- 
ation may  be  made  in  the  existing  tariff  of  duties 
on  foreign  goods  imported  into  the  United  Slates, 
injurious  to  the  commercial  interest,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  extending  further  protection  to  the  manu- 
facturing interest  of  the  country ;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  terms  of  the 


district  court  in  Alabama,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  read 
a  third  time  to-day ;  and  was  accordingly  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Cook,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  William 
Mcintosh,  accompanied  with  a  bill  for  his  relief; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Cook,  from  the  same  committee,  also  made 
a  report  on  the  petition  of  Nicholas  Jarrott,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fuller,  it  was 

Resolced,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  inform  this  House  what  naval  force 
has  been  stationed  for  the  protection  of  the  com- 
merce of  our  citizens  in  the  West  India  islands, 
and  parts  adjacent,  during  the  present  year,  and 
whether  any  depredations  by  pirates,  or  others, 
upon  the  property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
engaged  in  such  commerce,  have  been  reported  to 
our  Government. 

Messrs.  Fuller  and  Wendover  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  present  the  foregoing  resolution  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  the  bill  which  origi- 
nated at  the  last  session,  supplementary  to  the  sev- 
eral acts  for  the  adjusting  of  land  claims  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana  and  Territory  of  Missouri,  was 
taken  up  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

After  a  number  of  remarks  from  Mr.  Ford,  to 
show  why  favor  ought  to  be  shown  in  this  case, 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
of  the  last  session,  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of 
Perley  Keyes  and  Jason  Fairbanks,  was  taken  up, 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  F.,  recommitted  to  the  same 
committee. 

Mr.  Linn  moved  lo  proceed  to  the  considera- 
tion of  his  motion  directing  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  reducing  the  compensation  of  members  of  Con- 
gress, and  of  the  officers  of  Government  generally, 
to  the  rates  at  which  they  stood  in  1809;  but  the 
House  refused  to  consider  the  same. 

Mr.  P^ooT,  of  Connecticut,  remarked  that  several 
propositions  had  been  already  made,  looking  to  a 
reduction  in  the  expenditures  of  the  Government, 
none  of  which  exactly  corresponded  with  his 
views;  to  exhibit  which  he  offered  for  considera- 
tion the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Expendi- 
tures be  instructed  to  prepare  and  report  a  system  of 
retrenchment  in  the  expenditures  in  the  various  de- 
partments of  the  Government,  (not  inconsistent  with 
the  public  interest,)  which  will  restore  that  rigid  econ- 
omy and  simplicity  becoming  our  Republican  institu- 
tions, and  which  the  present  stagnation  of  commerce, 
and  the  embarrassments  attending  every  branch  of 
domestic  industry,  imperiously  demand. 

And  the  question  being  put  that  the  House  do 
now  proceed  to  consider  the  said  resolve,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative. 
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REDUCTION  OF  EXPENDITURES. 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  presented  to  the  Chair 
the  following  series  of  propositions  : 

1.  Retolved,  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  annual 
expenses  of  the  Government  should  be  reduced  ;  that, 
for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  it  is  further 

2.  Retoived,  That  such  offices  as  are  not  immediately 
necessary  for  the  transaction  of  public  business,  and 
the  abolition  of  which  would  not  be  detrimental  to 
the  public  interest,  shall  be  aboliahed. 

3.  Resolved,    That  the  salaries  of  all  civil  officers 
•  whose    compensation   has  been    increased    since    the 

year  1809  shall  be  reduced  to  what  they  were  at  that 
period. 

4.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  reduce  the 
Army  to  the  number  of  six  thousand  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  preserving 
such  part  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  without  regard  to 
that  number,  a«  may  be  required  by  the  public  inter- 
est ;  and  including  such  reduction  of  the  general  «taff 
as  may  be  required  by  the  state  of  the  Army  when 
reduced  as  herein  proposed. 

5.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  appro- 
priations for  the  erection  of  tortiScations  shall  be  so 
made  as  to  require  a  less  sum  annually,  by  extending 
the  time  within  which  they  shall  be  completed. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  act  making  an  appropriation 
of  one  million  of  dollars  per  annum  for  the  increase 
of  the  Aavy  be  so  amended  as  to  extend  the  time 
within  which  such  increase  shall  be  made,  and  to  re- 
duce the  annual  appropriation  to  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars. 

7.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient,  to  recall  from  ac- 
tive service  one*half  the  naval  force  now  employed, 
and  to  place  the  same  in  ordinary. 

6th  Resolution   refers  the  subjects  of  the    preced-  - 
ing    resolves  to  the    pro|>er  standing  and  select  com- 
mittees, to  bring  in  bills  pursuant  thereto.  • 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  these 
resolutions — 

Mr.  Cobb  said,  he  had  no  intention  to  bring  on 
the  discussion  of  them  at  this  time,  having  pre- 
sented them  by  way  of  notice  to  members,  that 
they  might  be  prepared  to  discuss  and  decide  on 
them  when  callexl  up.     He  was  not  even  himself  i 
prepared  at  this  moment  to  give  his  views  of  the  ' 
subjects  embraced   in   these  resolutions ;  nor  did  ' 
he  know  that  the  House  ought  lo  proceed  to  act  ! 
on  them,  until  it  should  have  received,  first,  the  I 
annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  i 
and,  secondly,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  ! 
reqiiired  by  a  resolution  of  the  House  at  the  last  ' 
session,  of  a  plan  whereupon  a  reduction  of  the 
Army  might  be  advantageously  made.     To  place  | 
these  resolves  in  a  situation  which  would  enable  ; 
him  to  call  them  up  at  any  time,  he  moved  their  ' 
reference  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.    Which  motion  was  agreed  to. 


Thursday,  November  23. 

Mr.  CusHMAN  presented  the  petition  of  the  trus- 
tees of  the  Somerset  Agricultural  Society,  in  the 
county  of  Somerset  and  State  of  Maine,  praying 
that  the  bill  pending  before  Congress  at  the  last  ! 
session,  establishing  a  new  tariff  of  duties  on  goods  j 
imported  into  the  United   States,  may  be  passed  I 
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into  a  law,  so  as  to  extend  further  protection  to 

the  manufacturing  interest  of  the  country. 

I      Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  presented  a  memorial 

of  the  merchants  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town 

of  Petersburg,  in  that  State,  in  opposition  to  the 

'  passage  of  the  said  bill. — Referred  to  the  Commit- 

I  lee  on  Manufactures. 

i      Ordtred^  That  the   Committee   on   the   Public 
j  Lands  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
j  tion  of  the  bill,  supplementary  to  the  several  acts 
j  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  State  of 
1  Louisiana,  and  Territory  of  Missouri,  and  that  it 
be  referred  to   the  Committee  on   Private  Land 
Claims. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Butler,  of  New  Hampshire, 
:      Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
'  to  report  lo  this  House  the  regulations  which  he 
I  has  adopted   in   the  administration  of  the  act  of 
j  Congress  of  May  1st,  1820,  entitled  "An  act  in 
addition  to  an  act  to  provide  for  certain  persons 
j  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  service  of  the  Uni- 
!  ted  States  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  passed  March 
I  18,  1818."     Whether  any  person  except  paupers, 
or  such  as  have  been  partially  supported  by  public 
or  private  charity,  have  been  continued  on   the 
pension  roll ;   and,  if  any,  whether  the  value  of 
their  property,  as  returned  on  their  schedule,  in 
any  case  exceeded  two  hundred  dollars,  and  how 
much.    Whether  debts,  which  the  applicants  owed, 
•  have  been  or  are  considered  in  the  estimation  of 
their  circumstances,  income,  or  means  of  subsist- 
ence ;  and  how  many  are  continued  on  the  pension 
roll  under  said  act. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  preservation  and  re- 
pair of  the  Cumberland  road  having  been  called 
up,  the  House  voted  not  to  go  into  Committee 
thereon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kent,  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  was  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  "to  repeal  part  of  an  act  to  authorize 
the  President  and  Managers  of  the  Washington 
(Georgetown)  Turnpike  Company  in  Maryland, 
to  extend  and  make  their  road  to  and  from  George- 
town, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  through  the 
said  District,  to  the  line  thereof,"  and  it  was  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

ELIAS  PARKS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Elias  Parks. 

[The  case  of  Mr.  Parks  is  substantially  this: 
The  petitioner  had  chartered  a  boat,  on  the  morn*^ 
ing  of  the  attack  on  Oswego,  (on  Lake  Ontario,) 
in  May,  1813,  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  mer- 
chandise to  a  place  of  safety.  The  boat  had  de- 
parted from  Oswego  in  pursuit  of  that  object,  when 
she  was  ordered  back  by  Colonel  Mitchell,  who 
commanded  the  post,  was  taken  possession  of  by 
Captain  Romayne,  under  that  order,  for  the  use 
of  the  troops,  and  the  goods  placed  on  the  wharf, 
and,  with  the  boat,  put  under  the  charge  of  senti- 
nels. Afterwards,  the  fort  being  stormed,  and  the 
town  taken,  the  goods  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.     The  petitioner  prays  indemnification  for 
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his  loss.     The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims 

is,  that  his  petition  ought  not  to  be  granted.] 
Mr.  Storrs  moved  to  reverse  the  report,  so  as 

to  allow  the  petitioner  the  value  of  the  goods  in 

the  boat  at  the  time  of  its  seizure. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  considerable  debate ; 
in  the  course  of  which,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Storbs 
was  supported  by  Messrs.  Storrs,  Gross,  of  New 
York,  and    Stevens;    and    opposed    by   Messrs. 

.Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  and  McCoy. 

The  result  of  the  debate  was,  that  Mr.  Storrs's 
motion  was  agreed  to,  and,  the  decision  having 
been  reported  to  the  House,  was  then  concurred 
in;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs,  the  report  was 
recommitted  to  the  committee  who  reported  it, 
with  instructions  to  bring  in  a  bill  pursuant  to  the 
amended  report. 

MILITARY  RO.^D  IN  MAINE. 

Mr. Hill  submitted  for  consideration  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Heaolvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  CanaU 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  opening 
a  military  and  post  roaJ  from  some  place  on  the  Pen- 
obscot river,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  to  the  river  St. 
Croix. 

Mr.  H.  in  introducing  this  resolution,  said,  that 
Maine  was  a  frontier  State,  bordering  on  the  Brit- 
ish Provinces,  for  a  distance  of  more  than  five 
hundred  mile.s.  The  distance  from  the  Penobscot 
river  to  the  British  lines  is  not  short  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  miles.  The  road,  for  the  greatest 
part  of  the  distance,  is  impassable  for  any  kind  of 
carriages.  The  towns  of  Eastporl  and.  Lubeck, 
with  several  others  near  the  boundary  Ime,  are 
very  fast  rising  into  consetjuence.  At  Eastport 
and  Lubeck  there  is  one  of  the  finest  harbors  in  the 
United  States,  and  it  is  defensible.  It  was  of  great 
importance,  be  said,  that  there  should  be  a  good 


the  policy  of  those  times,  in  our  beloved  parent 
State,  but  Maine  has  washed  her  hands  from  that 
pollution  ;  she  expects  justice,  magnanimity,  and 
remuneration,  from  the  General  Government,  in 
some  way  or  other.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  reso- 
lution would  pass. 

The  question  being  taken  on  agreeing  to  said 
resolution,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 52 
to  41. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  paying  to  the 
State  of  Illinois  three  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds 
asising  from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  within 
the  same. 

Mr.  Cobb  having  inquired  on  what  grounds  the 
merits  of  the  bill  rested — 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  briefly  explained  that  the 
object  of  this  bill  was  to  obtain  the  payment  to 
the  State  of  Illinois  of  the  three  per  cent,  reserved 
for  her  use  out  of  the  moneys  accruing  to  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  lor  the  sales  of  pub- 
lic lands  in  that  State  ;  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury not  feeling  himself  authorized  to  pay  over  the 
money  without  express  authority  by  law.  A  sim- 
ilar law  had  already  been  passed  in  relation  to  the 
State  of  Indiana,  and  the  passage  of  this  bill  was 
little  more  than  a  matter  of  course,  it  being  to 
carry  into  effect  a  compact  with  the  State  of 
Illinois. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  hesitated  about  voting 
for  this  bill,  under  the  impression  that  it  proposed 
to  divert  this  fund  from  the  purposes  of  making 
roads  within  the  State,  to  a  different  purpose,  viz  : 
the  encouragement  of  schools  and  colleges.  If 
that  were  the  objrct,  he  said  he  could  not  vote  for 
it,  because  it  would  violate  the  compact. 

Mr.   Campbell,  of  Ohio,  said  he  had  not  the 


carriage  road  to  the  extremities  of  Maine,  whereon  |  least  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  passing  the  law, 

to  transport  the  mail ;  for,  in  case  of  another  war 

with  Great  Britain,  which  he  hoped  would  never 

happen,  it  will  be  a  war,  not  on  our  territories,  but 

on  the  ocean  and  in  the  English  provinces.     Mr. 

H.  said,  he  was  aware  that  a  celebrated  military 

sovereign  of  Europe  remarked,  that  "  he  had  no 

idea  of  making  roads  for  his  enemies;"  but,  said 

Mr.  H.  we  have  no  fear  of  an  invasion  in  Maine 

by  land.     In  the  late  war,  there  was  physical, 

moral,  and  mental  strength  enough  in  Maine,  if 

we  had  been  masters  of  our  own  fortunes,  to  have 

driven  the  enemy  from  Ca.stine  headlong  into  the 

sea.     Moreover,  there  are  no  national  ve:>sels  built 

in  Maine,  although  pos-sessing  a  seacoast  of  two 

hundred  and  fifty  miles,  containing  more  than  a 

hundred  spacious  harbors,  having  a  population  of 

three  hundred  thousand,  owning  about  one-ninth 

of  the  whole  tonnage  of  the  United   Stales,  and 

can  furnish   timber  and  ship-builders  inferior  to 

none  in  America  ;  and  yet  we  have  no  dock-yards, 

nor  patronage  from  the  nation.    We  have  been 

patriotic   and  dutiful   children,  always   ready  to 

shoulder  our  muskets  in  the  defence  of  our  coun- 
try's rights.     Massachusetts  expended  a  million  of 

dollars  in  the  late  war  which  has  not  been  refunded. 

One-third  thereof  belonged  to  Maine.  She  deplores 


and  he  thought  the  gentleman  from  .Maryland 
would  be  of  the  same  opinion  with  him  when  the 
clause  of  the  compact  by  which  Illinois  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union,  was  read.  Mr.  C.  then 
read  that  clause,  in  the  following  words: 

"  3d.  That  five  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the 
land  lying  within  iiuch  State,  and  which  shall  bo  sold 
liy  Congress  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January, 
one  tbouxand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  oA«r  de- 
ducting all  expenses  incident  to  the  same,  shall  be  re- 
served for  the  purposes  following,  viz :  Two-fifths  to 
be  disbursed  under  the  direction  of  Congress,  in  ma- 
king roads  leading  to  the  State,  the  residue  to  b«  ap- 
propriated by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  for  the  en- 
couragement of  learning,  uf  which  one-sixth  part  shall 
be  exclusively  bestowed  on  a  college  or  university." 

From  this  it  appeared  that  the  proposed  bill  was 
a  mere  legislative  form  for  accomplishing  an  act 
already  binding  en  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Anuerson,  of  Kentucky,  said  there  was  no 
difficulty  at  all  in  this  subject,  well  understood. 
In  most  of  the  ordinances  for  the  admission  of 
States  into  the  Union,  the  stipulation  is,  that,  of 
the  five  per  cent,  reserved  from  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands,  two  per  cent,  shall  be  ap- 
plied to  the  construction  of  roads  leading  to  the 
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Slates,  and  three  per  cent,  shall  be  applied  by  the 
State  itself  to  making  roads  within  the  State. 
But,  in  the  case  of  Illinois,  an  exception  was  made, 
on  the  representation  of  her  then  Delegate,  that 
the  fund  would  not  be  required  for  roads  within 
the  Stale,  and  ihe  Legislature  was  authorized  to 
apply  the  three  per  cent,  to  schools  and  colleges 
instead  of  roads.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  obedience  to  that  caution  which  always  gov- 
erns him,  declined  paying  over  this  money  to  the 
Stale  authorities  without  the  authority  of  an  act 
of  Congress ;  and  the  object  of  this  bill  was  to 
give  that  authority. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  professing  himself 
entirely  satisfied  with  lh<  se  explanations,  withdrew 
his  opposition  ;  and  the  bill  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

ADMISSION  OF  MISSOURL 

Mr.  LowNOEs,  from  the  select  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  constitution  formed  for 
their  government  by  the  people  of  Missouri,  deliv- 
vered  in  the  following  report : 

The  committee  to  whom  has  been  referred  the  con- 
stitution of  the  State  of  Missouri  respectfully  report : 

That  they  have  not  supposed  themselves  t>ound  to 
inquire  whether  the  provinions  of  the  constitution  re- 
ferred to  them  be  wise  or  liberal.  The  grave  and  dif- 
ficult question  as  to  the  restraints  which  should  be 
imposed  upt)n  the  power  of  Missouri  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion for  itself  wuH  decided  by  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
and  the  committee  have  had  only  to  examine  whether 
the  provisions  of  the  act  have  been  complied  with.  In 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  they  have  been.  The 
propositions,  too,  which  were  ofTered  in  the  same  act  to 
the  free  acceptance  or  rejection  of  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri, have  all  been  accepted  by  them.  But  there 
remains  a  question  too  important  to  be  overlooked. 

We  know  that  cases  must  often  arise  in  which  there 
may  be  a  doubt  whether  the  laws  or  constitution  of  a 
State  do  not  transcend  the  line  (sometimes  the  ob- 
scure line)  which  separates  the  powers  of  the  different 
governments  of  our  complex  system.  It  appears  to 
the  committee,  that,  in  generul,  it  must  be  unwise  in 
tyongrcss  to  nnticipate  judicial  decisions  by  the  expo- 
sition of  an  equivocal  phrase,  and  that  it  would  be 
yet  more  objectionable,  by  deciding  on  the  powers  of 
a  Slate  just  emerged  from  territorial  dependence, 
that  it  should  give  the  weight  of  its  authority  to  an 
opinion  which  might  condemn  the  laws  and  constitu- 
tions of  old,  as  well  as  sovereign  States.  The  commit- 
tee are  not  unaware  that  a  part  of  the  twenty-sixth 
section  of  the  third  article  of  the  constitution  of  Mis- 
souri, by  which  the  Legislature  of  the  Slate  has  been 
directed  to  pass  laws  *•  to  prevent  free  negroes  and 
mulattoes  from  coming  to.  and  settling  in,  the  Stale," 
has  been  construed  to  apply  to  such  ot  that  class  as 
are  citizens  of  the  United  »iate>,  and  that  their  exclu- 
sion hus  been  deemed  repugnant  to  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution. The  words  which  are  objected  to  are  to  be 
found  in  Ihe  laws  of  at  least  one  of  the  Middle  States, 
(Delaware,)  and  a  careful  examination  of  the  clause 
might  perhaps  countenance  the  opinion  that  it  applies 
to  the  large  class  of  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  who 
cannot  be  considered  as  the  citizens  of  any  State.  But, 
of  all  the  articles  in  our  cunstitution,  there  is  pro()ably 
not  one  more  difficult  to  construe  well  than  that  which 


gives  to  the  citizens  of  each  State  the  privileges  and 
immunities  of  citizens  of  the  several  States  ;  there  is 
not  one,  an  attention  to  whose  spirit  is  more  necessary 
to  the  convenient  and  beneficial  connexion  of  the 
States;  nor  one  of  which  too  large  a  construction 
would  more  completely  break  down  their  defensive 
power,  and  lead  more  directly  to  their  consolidation. 
This  much,  indeed,  seems  to  be  settled  by  the  estab- 
lished constitutions  of  Slates  in  every  section  of  the 
Union  ;  that  a  Slate  has  a  right  to  discriminate  between 
the  white  and  the  black  man,  both  in  respect  to  polit* 
ical  and  civil  privileges,  though  both  be  citizens  of 
another  Slate ;  to  give  to  the  one,  for  instance,  the 
right  of  voting  and  of  serving  on  juries,  which  it  refuses 
to  the  other.  How  far  this  discrimination  may  be  car- 
ried, is  obviously  a  matter  of  nice  and  difficult  inquiry. 
The  committee  do  not  propose  to  engage  in  it.  They 
believe  it  best,  whenever  a  case  occurs  which  must 
necessarily  involve  the  decision  of  it,  that  it  should  be 
remitted  to  judicial  cognizance. 

In  this  view  (which  narrows  their  inquiries  and  du- 
ties) the  committee  are  confirmed,  by  a  consideration 
of  the  embarrassments  and  disasters  which  a  difTereat 
course  of  proceeding  might  somelimes  produce.  When 
a  people  are  authorized  to  form  a  Stale,  and  do  so,  the 
trammels  of  their  Territorial  condition  fail  of!.     They 
have  performed  the  act  which  makes  them  f^overeign 
and   independent.     If  they  pass  an  unconstitutional 
law,  and  we  leave  it,  as  we  should  that  of  another 
Stale,  to  the  decii>ioii  of  a  judicial  tribunal,  the  illegal 
act  is  divested  of  its  force  by  the  operation  of  a  system 
with  which  we  are  familiar.     The  control  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  is  exercised  in  each  particular  case, 
in  support  of  individual   right,  and  the  Slate  retains 
the   condition  which  it  has  just  acquired,  and  would 
not    easily  renounce.     But  a  decision    by  Congress 
against  the  consliluiionalily  of  a  law  passed  by  a  Stale 
which  it  hid  authorized  the  ealablishmenl,  could  not 
operate  directly  by  vacating  the  law  ;  nor  is  it  believed 
that  it  could  reduce  the  State  to  the  dependence  of  a 
Territory.     In  these  circumstances,  to  refuse  admis- 
sion into  the  Union  to  such  a  Stale,  is  to  refuse  to 
extend  over  it  that  judicial  authority    which  might 
vacate  the  obnoxious  law,  and  to  expose  all  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Government  within  the  territory  of  that 
Slste,  to  a  Legislature  and  a  Judiciary,  the  only  checks 
on  which  have  been  abandoned.     On  the  other  band, 
if  Congress  shall  determine  neither  to  expound  clauses 
which  are  obscure,  nor  to  decide  Constitutional  ques- 
tions which   must  be  difficult  and  perplexing,  equally 
interesting  to  old  Slates,  whom  our  construction  coukl 
not,  as  to  the  new,  whom  it  ought  not  to  coerce,  the 
rights  and  duties  of  Missouri  will  be  left  to  the  deter- 
mination of  the  same  temperate  and  impartial  tribunal 
which  has  decided  the  conflicting  claims,  and  received 
the  confitience,  of  the  other  Stales. 

The  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  : 

This  report  having  been  read  by  the  Clerk,  the 
resolution  therein  referred  to  was  read,  as  follows : 

Whereas,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed 
on  the  sixth  day  uf  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  people 
of  the  Missouri  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  Sute 
into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,  and  to  prohibit  slavery  to  certain  Territories," 
the  people  of  aatd  Territory  did,  on  the  nineteenth  day 
of  July,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
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twenty,  by  a  convention  calied  for  the  purpose,  form 
for  themselves  a  constitution  and  State  government, 
which  constitution  and  State  government,  so  formed, 
w  repobhcao,  and  in  conformity  to  the  provisions  of 
the  said  act : 

Be  it  therefore  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  A  merieoj 
»n  Congress  aitemhled.  That  the  State  of  Missouri 
shall  be,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  one  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America,  and  is  admitted  into  the  Union 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  in  all  re- 
spects whatever. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Lowndes  moved  to  refer  the  resolution  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  which  would  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  House 
to  act  upon  it  at  any  time  it  thought  proper.  He 
need  not  say,  that  there  was  no  disposition  to  act 
upon  this  subject  without  full  notice  to  all  parties 
concerned  ;  and  if  no  other  person  did,  he  should 
himself,  when  proposing  to  call  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  report,  give  a  day  or  two  notice  of  his 
intention  to  do  so.  Whilst  up,  he  took  occasion 
to  say,  that  this  report,  as  indeed  all  reports  of 
committees,  must  be  considered  as  the  act  of  a  | 
majority  of  the  committee,  and  not  as  expressing  I 
thesentimentsof  every  individual  of  the  committee,  j 

The  reference  was  agreed  to. 


Friday,  November  24. 

Two  members  appeared  and  took  their  seats, 
viz :  from  Maryland,  Thomas  Cilbreth,  and 
from  Virginia,  John  Tyler. 

Mr.  Tyler  presented  the  memorial  of  the  mer- 
chants and  other  citizens  of  Richmond  and  its 
vicinity,  against  an  increase  of  the  tariff  of  duties 
on  imports ;  a  discontinuance  of  the  credit  now 
granted  on  said  duties  ;  the  abolition  of  drawbacks 
of  duties  and  other  restrictions  on  the  commerce 
of  the  United  Slates;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  presented  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  Daniel  Lathrop,  late  a  postmaster  at 
Waterbury,  in  New  York,  praying  relief  from  the 
loss  of  a  sum  of  money  received  by  him  for  post- 
ages, the  same  having  been  wasted  by  a  person  in 
whose  care  it  had  b^n  placed  for  tne  use  of  the 
General  Post  Office;  which  report  was  concurred 
in  bv  the  House. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  presented 
the  following  report : 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  the  inhabiunU  of  Salem, 
report — 

That  the  meroorialisis  pray  Congress  to  exempt 
from  duty  all  imported  books  in  the  learned  and  for- 
eign languages,  whether  reprinted  in  this  country, 
and  all  works  of  science,  in  the  English  language, 
which  shall  not  be  reprinted  here  within  the  term  of 
one  year  from  their  original  publication. 

The  committee  submit  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer 

the  memorialists. 

The  same  was  read,  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an 


unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  John  Stipp; 
which  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an 
unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Pcckham,  Jr.,  Inspector  of  Customs  for  the  district 
of  Vermont,  stating  that  he  obtained  a  judgment 
against  Nathaniel  Tuft  for  goods  illegally  im- 
ported, in  1812,  to  the  amount  of  three  thousand 
six  hundred  dollars,  and  that  by  an  act  of  Con- 
gress said  Tuft  and  his  security  were  released  from 
confinement  for  the  debt,  whereby  he  lost  his  one 
quarter  part  of  the  amount  of  said  seizure,  and 
praying  that  the  same  may  be  allowed  to  him  j 
which  report  was  read,  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Curtis 
Lewis,  of  Mobile,  that  the  object  of  the  memorial 
falls  properly  within  the  scope  of  the  authority  of 
the  district  court  of  Alabama,  as  regulated  by  an 
act  of  the  present  session  ;  which  report  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Andrew  Kennedy; 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Daniel  Seward  ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time,  and  committed. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  paying  to  the 
State  of  Illinois  the  amount  of  three  per  cent,  of 
the  net  proceeds  of  the  sajes  of  public  lands  with- 
in the  State  of  Illinois,  Was  read  a  third  time, 
passed,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Senate  for 
concurrence. 

CL.\IM  OF  JOHN  COWAN. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  John 
Cowan. 

[Mr.  Cowan  prays  the  allowance  of  four  hun- 
dred and  sixty  dollars  for  shoeing,  at  their  own 
expense,  the  horses  of  a  company  of  cavalry  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  from  September 
28,  1814,  to  March  28,  1815,  and  of  fifty-two  dol- 
lars paid  for  forage,  in  consequence  of  the  United 
States  failing  to  supply  the  same.  The  commit- 
tee report  against  the  claim,  as  well  because  the 
allowance  ol  forty  cents  per  day  ought  to  cover 
the  expense  of  shoeing,  as  because  of  the  infor- 
mality of  the  evidence  in  support  of  the  claim.] 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  reverse  the 
report  in  this  case,  so  as  to  declare  that  the  claim 
ought  to  be  allowed. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  debate,  being  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  Willia.ms,  of  North  Carolina,  and 
Mr.  Rich,  of  Vermont. 

In  the  end,  the  motion  to  amend  the  report  was 
negatived — 55  to  41  ;  and  this  being  reported  to 
the  House,  was  there  concurred  in,  and  the  origi- 
nal report  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 
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Monday,  November  27. 
Another   member,   to  wit:    from   Mississippi, 
Christopher  Rankin,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 


A  new  member,  to  wit:  from  Massachusetts, 
Benjamin  Gorham,  elected  to  supply  the  va- 
cancy occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Jonathan 
Mason,  also  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his 
seat. 

Mr.  Moseley  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  Haven 
in  the  Slate  of  Connecticut,  against  any  altera- 
tion in  the  tariffof  duties  on  imports,  by  way  of 
protection  and  encouragement  to  the  manufactur- 
mg  interest  of  the  country;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Lowndes  presented  a  similar  memorial  of 
a  convention  of  delegates,  representing  the  mer- 
chants and  others  interested  in  commerce,  assem- 
bled in  the  city  of  Philadelphia ;  which  was  also 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Lowndes  presented  a  petition  of  Enrico 
Causici,  sculptor,  praying  to  be  employed  to  exe- 
cute, in  marble,  a  statue  representing  the  Grenius 
of  the  Constitution,  a  cast  of  which,  in  plaster,  is 
now  placed  above  the  Speaker's  chair,  in  the  Hall 
of  this  House;  or  that  he  may  be  employed  to  ex- 
ecute a  colossal  statue  of  the  General  Baron  de 
Kalb,  ordered  to  be  erected  to  the  memory  of  that 
officer  by  Congress,  in  the  year  1780;  which  peti- 
tion was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Buildings. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  certifi- 
cate of  the  election  of  Edward  B.  Jackson,  of 
Virginia;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Elections. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Henry  Willis,"  passed  on  the  8th  day 
of  May,  1820,  so  as  to  except  from  the  location  of 
the  land  therein  mentioned,  town  lots  and  sites  for 
towns. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  recommitted  a 
report  of  last  session  on  the  petition  of  Perley 
Keyes  and  Jason  Fairbanks,  reported  a  bill  for 
their  relief;  which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  pursuant  to  instructions, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elias  Parks  ;  which 
was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Joseph  Janney. 

[Mr.  Janney,  a  resident  in  the  Northern  Neck, 
in  Virginia,  represents,  that,  during  the  stay  of  the 
British  in  the  Rappahannock  river,  in  Virginia, 
they  destroyed,  in  one  of  their  incursions,  his 
dwelling-house,  dec,  which  were  at  the  time  oc- 
cupied by  the  militia;  and  that  he  believes  this 
destruction  was  solely  caused  by  the  fact  of  the 
buildings  having  been  used  for  military  purposes. 
For  this  loss  he  prays  compensation.  The  com- 
mittee report  against  his  petition.] 

Mr.  Garnett,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  reverse 
the  report,  so  as  to  declare  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  ought  to  be  granted. 

On  this  motion  a  smart  debate  took  place  be- 


tween Mr.  Garnett  on  one  side,  and  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, of  North  Carolina,  on  the  other;  which 
resulted  in  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Garnett*8  mo- 
tion, by  a  considerable  maiority,  and  the  final 
concurrence  in  the  original  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  tUe  Committee 
of  Claims  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  the  levy 
court  of  Calvert  county,  Maryland,  who  ask  in- 
demnification for  the  loss  of  the  courthouse  of  the 
county,  destroyed  by  fire  by  the  British  during  the 
late  war  in  consequence  of  its  having  been  occu- 
pied for  military  purposes. 

Mr.  Neale,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  reverse  the 
report,  so  as  to  declare  that  the  petition  is  reason- 
able and  ought  to  be  granted  ;  and  supported  his 
motion  with  much  earnestness.  He  was  seconded 
bv  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  opposed  by  Mr. 
Williams,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

The  motion  to  amend  was  negatived  by  61  votes 
to  49,  and  the  original  report  concurred  in  by  the 
same  majority. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  conformity  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
28th  of  January,  1818,  I  communicate  herewith  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  the  report  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Public  Buildings,  required  by  that 
resolution. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washikgtoit,  Nov,  22,  1820. 
To  the  President  of  the  United  States.- 

Sir  :  The  expenditures  on  account  of  the  centre 
building  of  the  Capitol,  from  October  I,  1819,  to  the 
30th  of  September,  1820,  as  far  as  regular  vouchers 
have  been  received,  amount  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety-six 
dollars  and  fourteen  cents.  For  the  progress  made  in 
this  building,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  report  of  the 
Architect,  a  copy  of  which,  marked  A,  is  annexed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

SAMUEL  LANE, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings, 

A.  ^ 

Washington,  Nov.  19,  1820. 

Sis  :  At  the  close  of  the  season  for  active  opera- 
tions, I  present  a  statement  of  the  proceedings  for  the 
past  year,  and  of  the  progress  made  on  the  Capitol  of 
the  United  States. 

The  alterations  and  improvements  suggested  for  the 
Representatives'  Room  and  Senate  Chamber  have  been 
effected  within  the  amount  of  the  estimated  expense. 
Considerable  progress  has  also  been  made  in  regu- 
lating and  improving  the  grounds:  the  planting  of 
trees  and  shrubbery  will  be  continued  while  the  wea- 
ther will  permit. 

The  work  on  the  centre  of  the  Capitol  has  been 
urged  on  with  as  much  force  and  despatch  as  the  solid 
nature  of  its  construction  would  allow.  The  external 
wails  of  the  west  projection,  and  the  greater  part  of 
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the  internal  walli  connected  with  them,  haTe  been 
raised  to  the  height  contemplated  in  the  estimate  for 
the  year.  The  roof  is  raived  on  the  north  flank  of  the 
centre,  and  that  for  the  south  flank  is  prepared,  but 
has  been  prevented  from  being  put  on  by  the  in- 
clemency of  the  weather  in  October,  and  by  an  un- 
usual sickness  among  the  workmen.  The  wall  of  the 
east  front  is  not  raised  as  high  as  was  expected,  from 
an  opinion  that  it  would  be  more  advisable  that  the 
inner  wails  of  the  great  rotunda  should  be  carried  on 
at  the  same  time,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  more 
equal  bearing,  and  pressing  more  regularly  on  the 
foundation.  The  walls  of  the  rotunda  have  accord- 
ingly been  commenced,  and  give  an  opportunity  of 
viewing  the  style  and  manner  in  which  it  will  be  fin- 
ished. Although  a  portion  of  the  labor  has  been  dif- 
ferently bestowed  from  what  was  fir^t  contemplated, 
yet  it  is  believed  that  it  will  appear  that  the  change 
was  judicious,  and  that  as  much  progress  has  been 
made  in  the  work  as  was  promised  or  expected  ;  that 
it  has  been  done  with  economy  ;  and  that  the  expense 
has  been  kept  within  the  estimates. 

Respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 
CHARLES  BLLFLNCH, 

Architect  Capitol  V.  S. 

Samuil  Laxe,  Esq.,  Commissioner,  S^c. 

The  Message  and  report  having  been  read,  were  ' 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PROPOSED  AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTI- 
TUTION, j 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina, 
the  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  ' 
of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union ;  and,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  also,  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  motion,  submitted  by  him,  pro- 
posing an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  as  it  concerns  the  election  of  Elec- 
tors of  the  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States. 

The  resolution  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Smith,  declining  entering  into  any  argu- 
ment in  support  of  the  proposition,  on  which  his 
views  had  been  fully  expressed  at  the  last  session, 
said,  he  had  called  up  the  question  at  this  early  ; 
day,  in  the  hope  that  an  expression  of  the  opinion  | 
of  the  House  on  the  subject  might  be  obtained  at 
this  session.     He  added  a  few  other  remarks.    This! 
House  and  the  Senate,  he  said,  were  not,  he  begged  \ 
gentlemen  to  remember,  the  last  resort  on  this  i 
question.     All  that  was  asked  of  them  was,  to  al-  : 
low  the  question  to  be  submitted  to  the  people  of  j 
the  United   States,  as  represented  in  the  several 
State  Legislatures,  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of! 
whom  was  necessary  to  sanction  the  act.     If  two-  ' 
thirds  of  the  people  were  in  favor  of  the  amend-  i 
ment,  it  ought  to  take  place  ;  if,  on  the  other  hand, 
they  deemed  the  change  inexpedient,  they  would  { 
say  so,  and  the  proposition  would  of  course  fall  to  | 
the  ground.  I 

Mr.  Over8TREEt,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  to  i 
amend  the  following  clause,  by  striking  out  the 
Words  therein  which  are  printed  in  italic: 

"The  Electors,  when  convened,  at  the  time  and 
place  prescribed  by  law  for  the  purpose  of  voting  for 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  Slates, 
shall  hatep9wer,m  case  any  of  them  shall  fail  to  attend, 
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to  choose  an  Elector,  or  Electors,  in  place  of  him,  or 
them,  so  failing  to  attend." 

The  object  of  Mr.  O.  was,  that  there  should  be 
a  certain  uniformity  on  this  point,  as  well  as  in 
others  embraced  by  the  proposed  amendment  ta 
the  Constitution. 

After  a  few  words  in  reply  from  Mr.  Smith, 
the  question  was  put  on  Mr.  Overstreet's  mo- 
tion, and  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and,  without  further 
debate,  reported  the  resolution  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Reid,  of  Georgia,  then  moved,  with  a  view 
to  allow  further  time  for  reflection  on  the  subject, 
to  lay  the  resolve  on  the  table ;  which  motion  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative  by  a  vote  of  67  to  64; 
and  the  resolve  was  laid  on  the  table. 


Tuesday,  November  28. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  New  York,  James 
GuvoN,  junior,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  SiMKiNH  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry  in-  ' 
habitants  of  the  upper  country  of  the  State  of 
South  Carolina  ;  aI.>o,  a  memorial  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  district  of  Abbeville  in  that  State,  in 
opposition  to  any  increase  of  the  present  tarifl"  of 
duties  on  imports,  by  way  of  protection  to  the 
manufacturing  interest  of"^  the  country  ;  which 
memorials  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures, 

Mr.  Lowndes  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying 
for  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings  for  a  pen- 
itentiary, and  the  establishment  of  a  system  of 
penitentiary  jurisprudence  within  thesaid  District; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ca.n.no.n,  the  bill  of  the  last 
session,  to  provide  for  clothing  llie  militia  when 
called  into  actual  service,  was  taken  up,  and  re- 
committed to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Henry 
Willis,  deceased  ;  and 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Hunsingcr ; 
which  bills  were  severally  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tyler,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  altering  the  Richmond  collection  dis- 
trict, so  as  to  make  the  same  extend  from  Bermuda 
Hundred  to  the  mouth  of  Chickahomony  river, 
including  the  shores  of  James  river,  on  the  north, 
as  far  as  mid-channel. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stro.ng,  of  New  York,  the 
Postmaster  General  was  directed  to  report,  as  soon 
as  may  be,  to  this  House,  a  list,  il  any,  of  mail 
contractors  who  are  at  the  same  time  postmasters, 
and  the  compensation  of  such  contractors  and 
postmasters,  designating  the  Slate  or  Territory  in 
which  they  respectively  reside. 

Mr.  Stevens  submitted  the  following  motion  : 

Resolvtdj  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
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directed  to  inquire  and  report  whether,  in  their  opin-  ' 
ion,  the  public  good  requires  that  a  tract  of  land  be 
surveyed  and  appropriated  for  laying  a  road  from  the 
north  boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Ohio  to  Detroit 
in  a  place  most  convenient  for  that  purpose,  and  also 
sufficient  to  pay  for  working  the  same  ;  and  be  further 
directed,  if  in  their  opinion  such  appropriation  would 
be  of  public  utility,  to  report  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  S.  made  a  few  observations  to  show  the 
utility  and  expediency  of  the  object  contemplat- 
ed by  his  motion  ;  and  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson,  the  report  com- 
municated to  the  Senate  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  transmitting  (pursuant  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate,  of  3d  ot  April,  1820,)  a  state- 
ment of  money  annually  appropriated,  and  paid, 
since  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  for  pur- 
chasing from  the  Indians,  surveying,  and  selling, 
the  public  lands  ;  showing,  as  near  as  may  be,  the 
quantities  of  land  which  have  been  purchased  ; 
the  number  of  acres  which  have  been  surveyed  ; 
the  number  sold,  and  the  number  which  remain 
unsold ;  the  amount  of  sales,  the  amount  of  for- 
feitures, the  sums  paid  by  purchasers,  and  the 
sums  due  from  purchasers,  and  from  receivers  in 
each  land  district — was  ordered  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Storrh, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
Department  be  directed  to  communicate  to  this 
House  the  amount  of  moneys  drawn  from  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  by  the  War  and 
Navy  Departments,  respectively,  from  the  30th 
day  of  December,  1819,  to  the  13lh  day  of  Novem- 
ber instant,  designating  the  amount  drawn  under 
each  respective  appropriation,  together  with  an 
account  of  any  transfers,  which  may  have  been 
made  at  the  Treasury  during  the  last  recess  of 
Congress,  from  one  appropriation  to  any  other; 
and,  also,  the  aggregate  amount  of  payments 
made  during  the  same  period  by  the  Treasurer  of 
the  United  States,  as  agent  of  the  War  and  Navy 
Departments,  respectively,  on  warrants  drawn  by 
the  said  Departments  on  the  Treasurer  as  sucn 
agent,  designating  the  amount  of  payments  made 
under  each  head  of  appropriation,  respectively, 
during  the  same  period. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a 
statement  of  the  number  of  claims  to  military 
bounty  land,  for  services  rendered  during  the 
late  war  which  remain  unsatisfied  ;  the  aggregate 
amount  of  acres  necessary  to  satisfy  those  claims; 
and  the  time  when  the  lands  will  be  ready  to  be 
distributed  among  the  respective  claimants. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a 
list  of  balances  on  the  books  of  the  Second  and 
Third  Auditors,  which  have  remained  due  more 
than  three  years  prior  to  the  30th  September,  1820 : 
a  list  of  such  persons  as  have  failed  to  render  their 
accounts  to  said  auditors  within  the  year ;  and  a 
li.st  of  advances  made  prior  to  the  3d  March,  1809, 
by  the  War  Department,  and  which  remained  to 
be  accounted  for  on  the  books  of  the  Third  Au- 


ditor ;  which  letter  and  accompanying  documents 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

JACOB  SHAFER. 

The  House,  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  B.  Smith, 
of  Virginia,  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Private  Land 
Claims,  made  at  the  last  session,  unfavorable  to 
i  the  petition  of  Jacob  Shafer  to  be  confirmed  in 
his  claims  to  certain  lands. 

Mr.  Ballard  Smith  moved  to  reverse  the  de- 
cision of  that  select  committee,  and  declare  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioner,  to  a  certain  extent  speci- 
fied, such  an  one  as  ought  to  be  granted  ;  which 
motion  he  supported  at  some  length. 

Mr.  Campbell,  chairman  of  the  .select  commit- 
tee, opposed  the  motion,  and  maintained  the  jus- 
tice of  the  report. 

Mr.  Smith  rejoined ;  and,  the  question  being 
taken,  the  motion  to  amend  the  report  was  nega- 
tived. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  the  report  was 
confirmed  by  the  House. 

VACCINE  INSTITUTION. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kent,  next  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Managers  of  the  Na- 
tional Vaccine  Institution. 

Considerable  time  was  spent  in  the  details  of 
this  bill ;  in  amendin^r  which,  Mr.  Foot  and  Mr. 
Kent  took  the  chief  part ;  after  which,  the  bill 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  the  amendments 
agreed  to  ;  when  the  question  was  taken  on  order- 
ing the  bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time, 
and  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  51, 
nays  44. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nicholas  Jarrot,  also 

Eassed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
eing  reported  to  the  House,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

\  LOAN  OF  MUNITIONS. 

Mr.  Forrest  submitted  the  following,  to  wit : 

Whereas  it  appcdrs,  by  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War.  dated  the  12th  day  of  February,  1820,  made  in 
pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, that  large  loans  of  powder  and  lead,  munitions 
of  the  United  States,  were  made  to  private  persons  by 
the  Ordnance  department: 

Therefore,  resolved,  that  a  select  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  and  report  to  this  House,  by  whom 
the  caid  loans  ucrc  made;  and  by  what  authority; 
why  the  same  was  not  reclaimed  at  the  expiration  of 
the  loan  ;  what  time  the  said  loans  were  reported  to 
the  head  of  the  department,  and,  if  a  loss  should  be 
sustained,  how  far,  and  to  whom  is  the  responsibility 
attached  for  such  loss.  And,  further,  to  report  the 
proper  mode  of  proceeding  forthwith  against  such  de- 
linquent or  delinquents,  for  the  recovery  of  the  same. 

Mr.  Lowndes  had  not  the  smallest  objection  to 
the  proposed  inquiry ;  on  the  contrary,  he  was 
willing  it  should  have  the  widest  possible  scope 
that  should  be  deemed  necessary  ;  but  he  suggest- 
ed to  the  mover  the  impropriety  of  prefixing  to  the 
motion  a  preamble  which  affirmed  certain  facts 
before  they  were  ascertained  to  exist.     The  adop- 
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tion  of  preambles  was  also  at  variance  with  the 
practice  of  the  House,  and,  he  believed,  incon- 
sistent with  some  of  the  rules  of  the  House  ;  and, 
with  the  view  of  obtaining  such  a  modification 
of  the  motion  as  be  had  su^sested  it  should  as- 
sume, he  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table  until 
to-morrow;  which  course  was  assented  to  by  Mr. 
Forrest,  and  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table 
accordingly. 


Wednesday,  November  29. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  ^cCoy,  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  the 
location  of  land  warrants  issued  to  the  Virginia 
State  regiments  for  services  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  on  any  of  the  unappropriated  lands 
in  the  tract  reserved  in  the  Slate  of  Ohio  for  satis- 
fying the  warrants  to  the  Virginia  State  line  on 
Continental  Establishment 
Mr.  Cook  submitted  the  following  resolution  : 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expeJiencj  of  making 
some  provision  whereby  the  actual  settlers  on  the  pub- 
lic lands,  who  settled  previous  to  the  Ist  of  July,  1820, 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  preference  in  becoming  the  pur- 
chasers of  a  specified  quantity,  so  as  to  embrace  their 
improvemeoti,  at  such  price  as  may  be  deemed  expe- 
dient. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  the  question  was 
taken,  Will  the  House  agree  thereto  7  and  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  concerning  navigation,  and  to  re- 
peal the  act  concerning  navigation,  passed  April 
iSth,  1818,  were  discharged  from  the  consideration 
thereof,  and  it  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  ol  Nicholas 
Jarrot  was  read  the  third  time,  and,  the  question 
being  put  on  its  passage,  it  was  decided  in  the 
ne^tive,  and  the  bill  rejected. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  LTnited 
States  to  cause  astronomical  observations  to  be 
made,  to  ascertain  the  longitude  of  the  Capitol,  in 
the  City  of  Washington,  Irora  some  known  meri- 
dian in  Europe,  passed  through  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole;  and,  after  a  few  remarks  in  support 
of  it  by  Mr.  Folger,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading,  after  a  division,  in  which  65 
members,  being  a  decided  majority  of  thosp  pre- 
sent, voted  for  it. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  providing  for 
sick  and  disabled  seamen,  and  for  establishing 
Bavy  hospitals,  coming  next  in  order,  was,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Seward  (for  re- 
funding to  him  the  purchase-money  paid  for  land 
bought  from  the  United  States,  which  it  has  been 
decided  in  a  court  of  law  that  the  Government  had 
no  right  to  sell,  and  also  the  cost  of  defending  his 
title  to  the  same)  passed  before  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  being  supported  by  Mr.  Ross,  of 
Ohio,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 


The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Pcr- 
ley  Keyes  and  Jason  Fairbanks.  [This  bill  pro- 
poses to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  cancel  a  certain  bond  given  by  the  persons  above 
named  as  security  for  Paymaster  "Whittlesey,  a 
paymaster  of  the  militia  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  on  their  giving  a  bond  in  a  different 
form — the  object  being  to  enable  them  to  foreclose 
a  mortgage  against  the  property  of  Whittlesey,  in 
order  to  indemnify  them  for  the  payment  of  a  bal- 
ance of  four  or  five  thousand  dollars  due  from 
Whittlesey  to  the  Government.] 

The  object  of  the  bill  having  been  explained  by 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
Trimble  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  order- 
ed, without  objection,  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Henry  Willis,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  after 
some  debate  on  amendments  proposed  to  it,  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elias  Parks,  made  some 
progress  therein,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

REGULATION  OF  IMPORTS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  "further  to  regulate  the 
entry  of  merchandise  imported  into  the  United 
States  from  any  adjacent  territory,"  reported  at 
the  last  session. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  explained  the  circum- 
stances which  had  appeared  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  render  the  passage  of  the  bill 
necessary — the  practice  of  smugglmg  on  parts  of 
the  line  between  the  United  States  and  Canada 
having  increased  to  a  degree  which  called  for  the 
counteracting  provisions  embraced  by  the  bill, 
which  had  been  prepared  with  great  care  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, and  was  supposed  to  be  sufficient  for  its 
object. 

Mr.  Thacy  conceived  the  bill  would  be  super- 
fluous on  the  statute  book,  as  all  its  essential  pro- 
visions were  already  in  force  in  the  existing  revenue 
laws;  to  show  which  he  entered  into  an  exami- 
nation of  the  provisions  of  existing  laws,  compared 
with  those  in  the  bill  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Trlmble  was  in  favor  of  the  bill,  supposing 
it  possible  that  it  might  have  a  tendency  to  pre- 
vent smuggling,  and  being  certain  that  it  would 
not  have  a  tendency  to  increase  it.  He  said,  how- 
ever, that  the  dexterity  of  smugglers  was  not  very 
easy  to  be  defeated  or  counteracted.  His  object, 
however,  in  rising,  was  to  inquire  whether  some 
additional  provisions  were  not  necessary  for  the 
prevention  of  .smuggling  on  the  Southern  frontier, 
the  temptations  to  which  had  been  of  late  much 
increased  by  the  heavy  additional  tonnage  duty  on 
French  vessels. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  it  was  pos- 
sible that,  since  this  bill  was  prepared  at  the  last 
session,  circumstances  mi^ht  have  made  additional 
provisions  necessary.    With  the  view  to  the  exam- 
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ination  of  this  point,  on  motion  of  Mr.  S.,  the  Com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  progress,  and  the  bill 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 


Thursday,  November  30. 

Two  other  members  appeared,  and  took  their 
seats,  to  wit:  from  Massachusetts  Ezekiel  Whit- 
man, and  from  Georgia  William  Terrill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  were  directed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the 
27th  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  regulating 
the  Post  Office  Establishment,"  passed  the  30th 
day  of  April,  1810,  as  to  require  the  Postmaster 
Greneral,  in  any  contract  he  may  enter  into  for  the 
conveyance  of  the  mail,  to  stipulate  with  the  per- 
son with  whom  such  contract  is  to  be  made  to 
carry  newspapers,  magazines,  and  pamphlets,  other 
than  those  conveyed  in  the  mail. 

Mr.  Walker  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing,  by  law,  for  placing  on  the  pension  list 
sQcb  persons  as  have,  or  may  hereafter  apply  for  pen- 
sions under  the  acts  of  Congress  of  the  18th  of  March, 
1818,  and  1st  of  May,  1820,  who  may  not  be  found  on 
the  rolls  of  the  respective  States  in  which  they  enlisted, 
but  who,  nevertheless,  may  be  able  to  adduce  satisfac- 
tory proof,  by  their  own  oath  or  other  testimony,  that 
they  did  serve  on  the  Continental  Establishment  in  the 
Revolutionary  war. 

Mr.  Walker  made  a  number  of  remarks  in 
favor,  and  explanatory  of  the  object  of  his  motion ; 
and,  the  question  being  put  on  agreeing  to  the  res- 
olution, it  was  negatived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  changing  the  time  of  holding  the 
district  court  of  Mississippi,  from  the  first  Mondays 
in  May  and  December,  to  the  first  Mondays  in  Jan- 
uary and  July. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Case,  the  Secretary  of  State 
was  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  such  infor- 
mation as  he  may  possess,  or  can  obtain,  relative 
to  the  annual  amount  of  the  fees  of  the  clerks,  dis- 
trict attorneys,  and  marshals,  of  the  respective 
courts  of  the  United  States,  the  amount  ot  whose 
fees  do  not  appear  in  the  "regbter  of  officers  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States;"  and  also  the 
annual  amount  of  the  fees  of  naval  officers,  collec- 
tors, and  surveyors  of  the  customs,  of  the  respect- 
ive ports  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Phelps,  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral of  the  United  States  was  directed  to  report  to 
this  House  the  names  of  those  p<?rsons  who  were 
indebted  to  his  department  on  the  31st  day  of  De- 
cember, 1816,  and  the  amount  then  due  from  each 
person ;  also  the  names  of  those  who,  since  that 
time  have  become,  and  were  indebted  to  that  de- 
partment on  the  30th  day  of  December  last,  and 
the  amount  then  due  from  each  person. 

Engrossed  bilU  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Perley  Keyes  and  Jason 


Fairbanks ;  and  an  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Henry  Willis,"  were  severally  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Sew- 
ard was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Baluwin  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
to  allow  further  time  to  examine  the  principle  it 
contained,  doubting  whether  it  had  any  example 
in  the  practice  of  the  Government  relative  to  grants. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Ross,  and  neg- 
atived— yeas  57,  nays  63. 

Considerable  debate  then  followed,  on  the  merits 
of  the  bill,  in  which  it  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Balowin  and  Linn,  and  was  supported  by  Messrs. 
Anoehson,  Rosa,  and  Brlsh  ;  and  which  ended 
by  laying  the  bill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  on  the 
table. 

The  engrossed  resolution  to  authorize  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  cause  the  necessary 
observations  to  be  made  to  ascertain  the  longitude 
of  the  Capitol  of  the  United  States,  was  read  the 
third  time ;  and,  after  an  unsuccessful  motion  by 
Mr.  Cocke  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  passage  of  the  resolution,  and  carried 
— yeas  61,  nays  45;  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  sent 
to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs, 
went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Elias  Parks,  which  was  reported 
to  the  House,  and,  after  a  few  remarks  by  Mr. 
Storrs  in  favor,  and  by  Mr.  Williams  adverse 
to  the  bill,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Ross,  who  voted  yesterday  iigainst  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Nicholas  Jarrot,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  same,  with  a  view  to  recommit  it  for 
amendment.  And  the  question  to  reconsider  the 
vote  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  a  vote  of 
53  to  47.  The  bill  was  then  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

THE  TARIFF  PETITIONS. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures, to  which  have  been  referred  the  memo- 
rials of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Belfast,  in  Maine, 
and  of  the  merchants  and  others  of  Richmond,  in 
Virginia,  made  a  report  thereon  ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Manufactures,  to  whom  have 
been  referred  the  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 
Belfast,  in  Maine,  and  the  merchants  and  others  of 
Richmond,  in  Virginia,  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  the  general  object  of  these  petitions  is  to  re- 
monstrate against  the  passage  of  the  billi>  which  were 
reported  to  this  House  at  their  last  session,  to  regulate 
the  duties  on  imports  and  for  other  purposes  ;  to  regu- 
late the  payment  of  duties  on  imported  merchandise ; 
and  imposing  a  duty  on  sales  at  auction.  As  neither 
of  these  bills  are  now  depending  before  either  Hoaae 
of  the  Legislature,  but  have  been  either  expressly  or 
virtually  rejected,  it  would,  in  an  ordinary  case,  be 
deemed  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  petitions  to  say  that 
their  object  had  been  already  accomphshed.  It  ought 
too  be  deemed  premature  in  a  committee  of  this  Hooae, 
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to  whom  these  subjects  bad  been  referred  At  the  pre* 
sent  session,  and  who  may  feel  it  their  duty  to  report 
on  some  of  these  bills,  similar  in  their  tendency  to 
those  of  the  last,  to  make  any  report  on  the  matters 
embraced  in  these  petitions,  until  the  committee  had 
agreed  on  recommending  something  for  adoption. 
But  there  seems  to  the  committee  to  be,  in  these  peti- 
tions, something  of  a  character  perfectly  novel,  intro- 
duced in  a  manner,  it  h  believed,  so  totally  unprece- 
dented in  the  legislative  history  of  the  country,  as  well 
as  inconsistent  with  the  respect  due  to  the  representa- 
tive«i  of  the  nation,  that  it  is  felt  to  be  a  duty  to  notice 
them  now. 

In  alluding  to  the  foregoing  bills,  the  petitioners 
from  Belfast  assert,  that  a  repeal  of  the  law  of  deben- 
tar?,  the  abolition  of  drawback.!*,  formed  a  part  of  the 
system  of  those  bills,  and  depict  in  glowing  colors  the 
rainous  effects  on  the  commerce  of  the  country,  which 
would  result,  though  they  make  no  direct  imputation 
of  any  intention. 

The  Richmond  memorial  is  more  explicit,  as  the 
House  will  observe  from  the  following  extract :  "  In 
the  next  place,  let  us  inquire  into  the  justice  and  poli- 
cy of  the  prohibitory  system  recommended  by  the  ad- 
vocates ot  internal  manulactures,  who  may  be  viewed, 
indeed,  less  as  the  advocates  of  manufactures,  than  as 
the  enemies  to  foreign  commerce  and  navigation  ;  for, 
to  what  other  purpose  can  they  have  introduced  the 
bills  to  ri'peai  drawbacks  on  exportations,  and  to  abol- 
ish the  crt'ditj  given  on  duties,  but  to  asisail  our  com- 
merce in  the  most  vital  manner,  and  eventually  to 
destroy  it !" 

In  considering  these  allegations  of  the  petition,  the 
committee  feel  great  regret  in  being  compelled  to  say, 
that  they  are  utterly  unsupported  by  fact,  and  contra- 
dicted by  the  bills  referred  to,  so  far  as  they  relate  to 
the  subject  of  drawbacks.  The  present  syttem  of 
drawbacks  and  debenture  was,  in  all  its  parts,  retained 
in  both  the  bills  called  the  Tariff  and  Cash  Payment, 
and  in  the  latter  new  provisions  inserted,  which  were 
intended  and  calculated  to  afford  new  and  great  facili- 
ties to  the  re-export  trade  of  the  country.  The  lan- 
guage of  both  bills  was  clear,  explicit,  and,  to  minds 
disposed  to  examine  at  all,  capable  of  no  misconstruc- 
tion. One  bill  was  reported  in  January,  the  other  in 
March  last.  Both  were  printed  by  the  order  of  the 
House;  they  excited  general  interest  throughout  the 
nation;  were  published  ;  laboriously  and  fully  discuss- 
ed, and  would  seem,  on  the  subject  of  drawbacks,  as 
little  open  to  any  misconception  as  any  measures  ever 
brought  before  the  public.  How  it  hns  happened  that 
those  who  are  so  much  alive  to  these  measures,  who 
indulge  fears  that  they  would  prove  fatal  to  commerce, 
agriculture,  and  revenue,  should  have  been  so  pro- 
foundly ignorant  of  their  nature,  is  to  the  committee 
most  inconceivable.  Respect  for  the  petitioners  forbids 
the  imputation  of  any  other  motive. 

It  is  to  be  expected  that  opinions  will  be  variant  as 
to  the  operations  of  important  measures  ;  friends  may 
be  too  sanguine  as  to  their  good,  enemies  too  easily 
alarmed  about  their  bad  effects ;  there  must  be  free- 
dom in  their  discussion,  both  as  to  their  tendency, 
the  principles  on  which  they  are  supported,  as  well  as 
the  motives  of  their  advocates.  Tbose  who  are  in- 
terested have  a  right  to  speak,  by  petition  or  remon- 
strance to  their  representatives,  in  plain,  strong,  and 
even  bold  language.  This  right  is,  and  ought  to  be, 
sacred  in  a  Republic,  even  without  the  guarantee  of  the 
Constitution.     Opposition,  of  the  most  decided  nature, 


must  not  only  be  expected,  bat  ahoold  be  wished,  by 
the  friends  of  such  measures,  as  the  only  mode  bj 
which  their  propriety  and  expediency  could  be  in  the 
first  instance  ascertained,  and  by  which  Congress 
would  avoid  the  adoption  of  crude  and  ill-advised  ones. 
As  to  the  policy  of  the  bills  referred  to,  the  committee 
forbear  as  well  the  expression  of  any  opinion,  u  an 
examination  of  the  reasons  urged  against  their  adop- 
tion. Should  it  be  deemed  their  duty  to  offer  them, 
or  any  of  thero,  to  the  House,  the  occasion  will  be 
fairly  presented  to  test  the  soundness  of  the  objections, 
urged  in  the  petitions  with  much  ceal  and  no  little 
feeling.  But  we  cannot  withhold  the  expression  of 
our  opinion,  that  it  derogates  from  the  respect  due  to 
this  House;  that,  by  abusing,  it  may  impair  the  sa- 
cred right  of  petition  and  remonstrance,  to  either 
ignorantiy  or  wilfully  misrepresent  the  proceedings 
of  any  branch  of  the  Governmenr.  It  prevents  the 
fair  and  legitimate  action  of  public  opinion,  deceives 
and  misleads  the  people,  by  directing  their  attention 
from  what  is  really  proposed  to  be  adopted,  to  phan- 
toms which  exist  only  in  the  fears  and  ignorance  of 
those  who  raise  them.  It  is  not  for  the  committee  to 
impute  it  as  intentional  ;  but  when  misrepresentation 
exists  and  spreads,  its  source  becomes  immaterial;  in 
its  effects,  it  equally  tends  to  poison  and  inflame  the 
minds  of  the  people,  excites  causeless  alarms,  and 
creates  an  unfair,  ungenerous  hostility,  which  would 
not  exist,  if  the  subject  were  candidly  stated  and  fairly 
explained. 

Few  cases  ever  occur  which  could  more  clearly  show 
the  bad  consequences  of  this  perversion  and  misstate- 
ment of  the  proceedings  of  the  National  Legislature. 
The  assertion  by  some,  and  the  belief  by  many,  that 
it  was  a  part  of  the  system  recommended  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures  ut  the  last  session,  to  abolish 
the  right  of  debenture  and  the  whole  syt-tcm  of  draw- 
backs, would  naturally  create  great  alarm  in  all  the 
commercial  parts  of  the  nation.  If  true,  it  would  jus- 
tify their  most  active  opposition  :  the  friends  of  com- 
merce might  fairly  say,  that  its  destruction  was  a  lead- 
ing, if  not  avowed  object ;  the  feelings  of  the  people 
would  be  justly  roused,  and  c  mveyed  to  the  Legisla- 
ture in  the  strong,  if  not  indignant  voice  of  those  who, 
feeling  themselves  assailed  in  their  most  vital  interest, 
would  act  in  self-defence  in  repelling  an  injury.  The 
House  can  well  judge  of  the  burst  of  public  indigna- 
tion which  would  have  been  called  forth  had  tbose 
bills  contained  the  provisions  attributed,  when  their  ex- 
istence only  in  the  fancy  and  groundless  fears  of  the 
petitioners  have  justified  them,  in  their  own  minds,  in 
their  petitions  addressed  to  this  House,  in  assailing 
the  motives  and  intentions  of  one  of  your  committees. 
Had  the  petitioners  understood  these  bills,  had  they 
known  that  they  did  not  abolish  or  restrict,  but  re- 
tained, extended,  and  offered  new  subjects  to  the  pres- 
ent system  of  drawbacks:  provided  a  new  and  more 
enlarged  one,  leaving  it  at  the  option  of  the  merchant 
to  avail  himself  of  either  ;  not  prohibiting,  but  encour- 
aging, the  exportation  of  foreign  produce,  not  by  add- 
ing new,  but  removing  existing  impediments ;  thus, 
so  far  from  destroying,  aiding,  and  assisting  this  im- 
portant branch  of  a  great  national  interest,  the  com- 
mittee indulge,  if  not  the  belief,  at  least  the  hope,  that 
a  tone  would  have  been  given  to  public  feeling  dififer- 
ent  from  what  is  expressed  in  the  spirit  of  these  peti- 
tions. When  a  committee,  on  their  responsibility  to 
the  House,  recommends,  when  the  House,  on  its  re- 
sponsibihty  to   the   nation,  adopts,  a  system  which  is 
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believed  to  be  called  for  by  the  public  exigencies,  it  is 
hoped  that  it  is  not  expecting  too  much  from  those 
who  complain,  that  they  will  view  them  as  the  acts, 
not  of  an  individual,  but  of  a  public  body  of  high  trust, 
whose  motives  ought  not  to  be  questioned,  at  least  not 
without  even  the  color  of  truth  ;  whose  conduct,  mo- 
tives, public  and  recorded  acts,  should  not  be  misrep- 
resented ;  that  it  may  be  held  responsible  for  its  own 
conduct  only,  not  for  what  exists  not  but  in  the  minds 
of  those  who  create,  then  so  feehngly  deprecate,  their 


took  place  on  the  question  of  concurrence  in  the 
above  amendment. 

It  was  argued,  by  Messrs.  Cobb  and  Brush, 
that  it  would  introduce  much  perplexityHn  the 
arrangements  for  militia  service,  without  pro- 
ducing any  essential  benefit. 

In  reply,  Mr.  Cannon  vindicated  his  amend- 
ment, aiid,  in  general,  defended  the  object  of  the 
bill,  which  served  to  place  the  militia,  in  some 


imaginary  grievances  ;  and  that  those  who  avail  them-  '■^P**^^  V"  an  equalitv  of  footing  with  the  regular 

■elves  of  the  right  of  petition  should  use  no  language  ^""OOP^  of  the  army,  who  are  clothed,  as  well  as  fed, 

which   is    not  respectful,    and   make  no  irapuUtions  a*  ^^^e  expense  of  Government. 

which  are  not  true.     If,  with  the  means  which  this  ^^'  Gross,  of  New  York,  concurred  in  Mr. 

House  has  adopted  to  diffuse  information  on  all  inter-  Cannon's  general  views,  but  thought  the  amend- 

eiting  subjects,   the  measures  which  it  proposes  will  ment  would  be  more  properly  introduced  in  a  dif- 

not  be  examined  or  understood  by  those  whom  they  ferent  part  of  the  bill. 

affect,  or,  if  understood,  are  misrepresented,  the  com-  Mr.  Floyd  wished  the  bill  to  lie  on  the  table 

mittee  can    recognise  no  right  which  they  can  thus  until  a  report,  called  for  at  the  last  session   was 

have  to  publicly,  and  on  its  own  records  arraign  this  I  received  from  the  War  Department,  of  the  num- 


-ii„  .->  J    .        u  1  L      .    .  ^^  estimated,  which  would  probably  amount  to 

^fdrlwh.crZl^\P''^''"r"f  "'8;"8 '^« '^bo 't»on    more  than  the  National   Treasury  could  satisfy 
ot  drawbacks — a  charge   not  on  y   not  supported,  but     r\^   ,u-  i         j      .u  l       1   ^""'^    ,      ,  ?, 

contradicted,  by  the  bills,  the  progress  ofTh.ch  one  i  ^"  h^  nnftn  n.  '  ^  b  r""  f'^V^/  '^°"?^  '^u  **'" 
of  the  petitions  says,  has  been  witnessed  with  much  '  f"^*"^  "°\^°  P^''^  but,  it  it  did  pass  it  ou^ht  not 
concern.  !  *°   "^  without  more  satisfactory  information  on 

It  is  our  duty  to  listen   to  the  voice  of  the  people  ;     ^\f  wu^^^^' u^^'     ^^^'  ^ ''  ^^^'■^"*'"^'  "^ovcd  to  lay 
to  not  only  adopt  such  measures  as  may  promote  their     ^^^  ""'  ^^  ^"^  table. 


Mr.  Cannon  opposed  this  motion,  fearing  that 
the  effect  of  it  would  be,  by  procrastination,  to 
defeat  the  bill. 

The  question  on  laying  the  bill  on  the  table 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  bv  a  vote  of 
71  tool. 


Friday,  December  1. 
Another  member,  to  wit:  from  North  Carolina, 


welfare,  but  to  abstain  from  such  as  impair  it ;  but 
they  owe  a  duty  to  us,  not  to  impute  what  was  not 
proposed — not  to  charge  us  with  what  was  not  at- 
tempted, but  most  solemnly  disclaimed  and  disa- 
vowed. 

8o  far  as  the  petitions  referred  to  the  committee  re- 
late to  matters  which  have  been,  or  may  be,  reported 
on  by  them,  they  will  deem  it  a  duty  to  bestow  on 
them  their  most  respectful  and  serious  attention ;  but 
■o  far  as  these  petitions  impute   to  this  House,  or  its 

committee,  a  scheme  which  was  developed  and  nearly  i  William  Davidson,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 
matured  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  a  part  of  I  Mr.  Brown  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
which  was  designed  to  repeal  the  law  of  debenture,  habitants  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  purchasers  of 
abolish  drawbacks,  and  destroy  the  foreign  commerce  lands  of  the  United  States,  stating  that  they  have 
of  the  country,  the  committee  owe  it  te  themselves  paid  one  or  more  instalments  and  are  unable  to 
and  the  House  to  express  their  strong  disapprobation  j  pay  the  subsequent  instalments  as  they  become 
of  conduct  which  they  hope  has  been  hitherto  without  due,  and  praying  for  the  passage  of  an  act  remit- 
a  precedent.  i    .'..•/.  o  r .       o 

They  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Manufactures 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  so 
much  of  the  petitions  referred  to  tliem  as  relates  to  the 
abolition  of  drawbacks. 


CLOTHING  THE  MILITIA. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
to  provide  for  clothing  the  militia  of  the  United 
States  when  called  into  actual  service. 

The  bill  was  so  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Cannon,  as  to  require  the  clothing  provided  for 
the  militia,  to  be  of  such  color  or  uniform  as  may 
be  prescribed  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  respective 
States. 

The  bill,  having  been  otherwise  slightly  amend- 
ed, was  reported  to  the  House;  where  some  debate 


tiiig  the  back  interest  on  the  several  instalments 
prior  to  the  time  they  respectively  became  due, 
and  giving  to  the  purchaser  the  privilege,  at  any 
time  within  one  year  after  the  passage  of  the  act,' 
of  surrendering  such  portion  of  the  land  as  he  may 
be  unable  to  pay  for,  and  granting  him  a  patent 
for  as  much  land  as  the  payments  made  will 
amount  to  at  the  purchase  price,  allowing  the 
usual  discounts  for  prompt  payment;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  select  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  petition  of  Daniel  Mc- 
Duff,  made  a  report  thereon,  and,  by  leave  of  the 
House,  accompanied  such  report  with  a  bill  for 
his  relief;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Connecticut, 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  directed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the 
marshal  of  the  district  of  Connecticut  to  make 
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use  of  Newgate  prison,  in  the  State  of  Conoecti- 
cut,  for  the  purpose  of  confining  and  safe  keeping 
any  prisoner  or  prisoners  who  have  been,  or  here- 
after may  be,  sentenced  to  itnprisonment  and 
labor  in  any  court  of  the  United  States  within  the 
district  of  Connecticut,  for  the  violation  of  any 
act  or  acts  of  the  Con^re&j  of  the  United  States. 

The  engrossed  bill  lor  the  relief  of  Elias  Sparks 
having  been  put  on  its  passage — 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  rose  in  op- 
position to  the  bill,  on  the  ground  of  a  defect  of 
evidence  in  support  of  the  claim,  contending  that 
the  evidence  was  not  the  best  that  the  nature  of 
the  case  would  admit  of 

A  good  deal  of  debate  ensued  on  this  bill,  in 
which  Mr.  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  went 
into  a  minute  examination  of  the  claim  of  the  peti- 
tioner. He  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  ST0RR8,at  con- 
siderable length ;  and  some  remarks  were  added 
also  by  Mr.  Rich  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative;  and  the  bill 
was  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  gave  notice  that 
he  should,  on  Monday,  move  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  introduced  by  him  to  amend  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Lowndes  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on 
Wednesday  next,  move  for  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  declaring  the  admission  of  the  State 
of  Missouri  into  the  Union. 

VACCINE  INSTITUTION. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  incorporate  the  Managers 
of  the  National  Vaccine  Institution,  was  read  the 
third  time;  and,  on  the  question  of  its  passage — 

Mr.  LivERMORE,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  to 
recommit  the  bill,  so  as  to  allow  of  its  being 
amended  in  one  particular,  and  thus  obviating  the 
only  objection  which  he  had  to  its  passage.  His 
object  was  to  incorporate  in  the  bill  the  words 
"within  the  District  of  Columbia."  There  was 
not  a  general  agreement  of  opinion  as  to  the  power 
of  Congress  to  e^tablish  corporations  to  pervade 
the  United  States  ;  but  there  was  no  doubt  of  its 
power  within  the  District,  to  which  therefore  he 
wished  expressly  to  limit  the  corporate  authority 
proposed  to  be  conferred  by  this  bill. 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia  said,  he  saw  no  uncon- 
stitutional feature  in  the  bill,  which  he  hoped, 
therefore,  would  be  permitted  to  pass  as  it  stood. 
The  object  of  the  bill  was  to  aid  in  the  eradication 
of  the  small  pox  from  our  country — an  object 
which  all  must  admit  to  be  not  only  innocent  but 
laudable.  The  gentleman  who  had  been  most 
earnest  m  asking  from  Congress  the  passage  of 
this  bill  had  devoted  himself  to  this  object  with  a 
nerseverance  seldom  exceeded,  and  with  desira- 
ble success.  To  enable  those  who  took  an  in- 
terest in  this  matter  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
donations  of  charitable  persons  in  all  parts  of  the 
United  States,  it  was  necessary  that  a  company 
should  be  incorporated,  with  power  to  erect  the 
necessary  buildings. 

Mr.  Kent,  of  Maryland  said,  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  appeared  to  be  under  some 


misapprehension  in  relation  to  the  bill  first  read.  By 
its  provisions,  said  Mr.  K.,  the  National  Vaccine 
Institution  is  to  be  established  here,  and  this  pro- 
vision renders  unnecessary  the  gentleman's  propo- 
sition.    It  will  be  recollected  by  the  House  that, 
some  years  past,  the  appointment  of  an  agent  for 
vaccination  was  authorized  by  law,  with  the  priv- 
ilege of  franking  his  letters ;  and,  although  this 
measure  gave  some  facility  in  the  transmission  of 
vaccine  matter  to  the  dififerent  parts  of  the  country, 
yet  it  was  found  too  limited  in  its  effects  for  the 
accomplishment  of  an  object  fraught  with  such 
incalculable  benefits  to  the  community.     Hence, 
the  citizens  of  several  of  the  adjacent  States  were 
induced  to  accept  of  a  proposition  made  by  Dr. 
Smith,  to  establish  an  institution  here  in  the  cap- 
ital of  the  country,  from  whence  should  issue 
gratuitously  the  vaccine  matter  to  such  Statef, 
counties,  or  towns,  as  should  subscribe  a  certain 
amount  for  the  establishment  and  encouragement 
of  this  institution ;  by  which  means  every  class 
in  society,  the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich,  would  re- 
ceive the  matter  free  of  expense.     In  six  of  the  ad- 
jacent States  826,000  were  subscribed  on  the  1st 
day  of  January  last,  and  no  doubt  a  considerable 
addition  has  been  made  during  the  present  year  to 
that  sum.     These  subscriptions  have  been  made 
to  Dr.  Smith,  who  is  the  agent  for  vaccination ; 
and,  in  the  event  of  his  death,  without  the  passage 
of  some  such  bill  as  the  one  before  you,  would  be 
lost  to  those  who  made  them  with  such  benevolent 
views.    The  bill  does  not  propose  to  take  from  the 
Treasury  one  dollar ,  its  only  object  is  to  withdraw 
from  the  hands  of  Dr.   Smith  the  whole  amount 
of  those  subscriptions,  and  place  them  under  the 
control  and  direction  of  six  discreet,  judicious  man- 
agers, who  are  named  in  the  bill,  and  whose  suc- 
cessors are  to  be  appointed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales.     It  has  been  under  the  hope  of  the 
securing  the  full  benefit  of  such  liberal  subscrip- 
tions, that  I  have   been   induced  to  advocate  the 
bill,  and  now  ask  for  the  concurrence  of  the  House 
in  its  passage. 

Mr.  BuRUELL,  of  Virginia,  was  opposed  to  the 
recommitment,  on  different  ground  from  that  taken 
by  other  gentlemen.  He  adverted  to  a  construc- 
tion which  had  been  recently  put  upon  the  powers 
of  Congress  within  the  States,  (in  the  case  of  the 
lotteries  authorized  by  Congress,)  and  said  that  he 
believed  that  construction  was  too  absurd  to  be 
entertained  by  many  men  of  sense  in  this  country, 
and  he  regarded  it  as  very  unfortunate  that  such 
a  construction  had  been  sanctioned  by  the  names 
of  any  men  of  sense  and  character.  Believing 
that  Congress  had  not  the  power  to  make  this  law 
operative  within  the  States,  and  that  inserting  the 
words  proposed  might,  by  implication,  give  coun- 
tenance to  what  he  considered  the  most  dangerous 
and  absurd  construction  ever  given  to  the  Consti- 
tution, he  was  opposed  to  limiting,  by  words  in 
the  bill,  what  he  considered  as  already  limited  by 
the  Constitution. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  said  he  was  as  friendly  to  the 
object  of  this  bill  as  any  gentleman  within  these 
walls,  and  he  had  no  desire  to  impede  its  passage. 
But,  he  said,  Congress  have  a  power  within  toe 
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District  which  they  have  not  beyond  it.  They 
have  here  the  power  of  exclusive  legislation  ;  be- 
yond it,  they  have  not  that  power.  Within  this 
District,  he  did  not  know  that  their  power  was  any 
thing  less  than  absolute.  He  did  not  know  of  any 
restraints  upon  it  but  reason  and  a  sound  discretion. 
It  was  a  question  whether  Congress  had  the  power 
to  extend  a  corporate  authority  into  the  States  ; 
and  he  did  not  see  that  the  remarks  of  gentlemen 
in  favor  of  the  bill  had  obviated  the  difficulty.  A 
corporation  inhabits  a  house  not  made  by  man  ; 
it  inhabits  all  space — it  is  every  where  and  nowhere. 
It  has  no  body,  as  it  is  sometimes  said  to  have  no 
soul.  For  his  part  he  wished  this  charter  to  be  re- 
stricted to  the  District  of  Columbia,  where  almost 
every  anomalous  thing  was  to  be  found. 

Mr.  Mercer,  of  Virginia,  opposed  the  recom- 
mitment of  the  bill,  on  the  ground  that  such  a 
course  would  have  the  effect  to  give  it  a  quietus 
for  the  remainder  of  the  session,  especially  after 
the  notice  this  morning  given  by  Mr.  Lowndes. 
Mr.  M.  said  he  concurred  with  his  colleague  in 
his  view  of  the  recent  opinion  of  some  gentlemen 
learned  in  the  law,  on  the  subject  of  the  powers 
of  Congress.  He  did  not  see,  however,  how,  by 
by  possibility,  the  passage  of  this  bill  could  coun- 
tenance that  opinion.  Mr.  M.  referred  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  bill,  and  its  unobjectionable  character, 
as  arguments  in  favor  of  its  passing  the  House, 
and  without  recommitment. 

Mr.  Cook  suggested  a  modification  of  the  ques- 

•  tion,  so  as  to  propose  a  recommitment  of  the  bill 

to  the  Committee  on   the  District  of  Columbia, 

with  instructions  to  report  the  specific  amendment 

suggested  by  Mr.  Liver.more. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  having  assented  to  putting  the 
question  in  this  shape —  i 

It  was  so  put  and  negatived. 

And  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  i 
for  concurrence. 


employed  on  this  expedition,  is  ^35,533  33*.    By 
I  what  means  the  residue  of  the  Missouri  detach- 
I  ment  found  their  way  to  Council  Bluffs,  said  Mr. 
C,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  determine,  but  no  doubt  on 
j  terms  equally  advantageous  to  the  public.     Knox, 
Haldiman  &  Co.,  contracted  and  furnished  trans- 
portation to  the  Council  Bluffs  for  the  sum  of 
I  So  50   per  hundred  pounds.     Colonel   Johnson 
charges,   for    transportation   to    the  same   place, 
S16  25  per  hundred  pounds;  almost  three  times 
I  the  amount  paid  Knox,  Haldiman  <t  Co.  for  sim- 
I  liar  services.     I  am  informed  thase  charges  have 
j  been  allowed,  and  the  account  liquidated  and  paid. 
i  I  trust  the  information  is  erroneous.     Permit  me 
,  to  ask,  was  not  Colonel  Johnson  contractor  to  fur- 
nish supplies  as  well  as  transportation?     Why, 
then,  the  delay  ?     Why  pay  a  large  amount  for 
detention  ?    This,  Mr.  C.  said,  is  the  expedition 
the  President  himself  takes  very  great  interest  in 
the  success  of,  and  is  willing  to  take  great  respon- 
sibility to  insure  it.     This  is  the  ex^ition  that 
was  to  protect  the  frontier  and  fur  trade,  acquire 
for  the  United  States  lasting  influence  over  the 
savages  of  Missouri,  raise  corn  in  Summer,  im- 
prove navigation  in  Winter,  and  result  in  saving  to 
Government,  in  four  years,  the  sum  of  $42,485  84. 
The  estimated  cost  for  transportatioB  of  this  fa- 
vorite project,  as  reported  to  Congress  at  the  last 
session,  was  $162,994.     The  sum  claimed  by  Col- 
onel Johnson,  and  he  was  told  actually  paid,  is 
S256,818  15.     To  ascertain   with  certainty   the 
amount  actually  paid  for  transportation  and  deten- 
tion of  boats  on  the  Missouri  expedition,  and  the 
reasons  why  it  was  jMiid,  he  offered  the  following 
resolution  : 


.MISSOURI  EXPEDITION. 

Mr.  Cocke,  of  Tennessee,  rose  to  present  a  prop- 
osition to  the  House.     When  looking  into  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  last  year,  he  said  he  found  the 
account  of  Colonel  James  Johnson  for  transporta- 
tion furnished  the  expedition  ordered  up  the  Mis- 
souri river.     The  gross  amount  of  it,  said  Mr.  C. 
is  $256,818  15.     Several  items  in  this  account  re- 
quire at  least  explanation.     I  find  the  sum  of  $333 
37  per  day,  for  forty  days,  charged  for  the  de- 
tention of  steamboat  expedition,  amountinfy  in  the 
whole  to  «13,333  33^     In  addition  to  thfs,  $200 
per  day,  for  thirty-six  days,  is  claimed  for  the  de- 
tention of  steamboat  Johnson,  amounting  to  the 
sum  of  $7,200.     The  sura  charged  for  detention 
alone  of  those  two  boats,  for  less  than  one  month 
and  a  half,  is  $20,633  33^.     He  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House,  also,  to  some  other  items  in  this 
account.     It  appeared,  he  said,  that  three  hundred 
officers  and  soldiers  procured  a  passage,  on  board 
Colonel  Johnson's  boats,  from  Belle  Fontaine  to 
Council  Bluffs,  about  four  hundred  miles,  at  $50 
each,  making  the  sum  of  $15,000  for  passage  alone. 
The  sum  demanded  by  Colonel  Johnson  for  de- 
tention of  boats  and  passage  of  three  hundred  men 


Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
j  communicate  to  this  House  what  sums  of  money  have 
I  been  actually  paid  to  Colonel  James  Johnson,  on  ac- 
[  count  of  trans(K)rtation  furnished  the  expedition  or- 
j  dered  up  the  Missouri  river;  and  also  what  sums  hare 
!  been  paid  him  for  detention  of  steamboats  or  other  in- 
cidenul  charges ;  whether  any  difference  of  opinion 
(  existed  between  the  Dejjartmerit  of  War  and  said  Col- 
onel J.  Johnson,  relative  to  the  value  of  transportation 
or  other  charges  exhibited  by  him  against  the  United 
States ;  if  any  differences  existed,  how  were  they  ad- 
justed; if  by  reference,  who  were  the  referees;  what 
was  their  award,  and  what  evidence  was  submitted  to 
them,  on  which  they  formed  their  award. 

Mr.  Tri.mble,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  did  not  pro- 
fess to  know  anv  thing  on  the  .subject  of  this  re- 
solve but  what  he  was  about  to  state.  The  ac- 
count first  preferred  by  Colonel  James  Johnson, 
he  had  understood,  had  been  thought  too  high. 
Some  discussion  on  that  point  took  place  between 
him  and  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  he  authorized 
his  friend  and  brother  to  assent  to  a  reference  of 
the  points  in  dispute  to  arbitrators,  to  be  chosen, 
one  by  each  party,  the  third  by  those  two.  Three 
arbitrators  were  accordingly  chosen — ^gentlemen 
of  the  first  standing  and  of  the  highest  respecta- 
bility, ^who  passed  upon  the  accounts.  They  re- 
duced'very  considerably  the  amount  claimed  by 
Mr.  Johnson,  and  the  amount  paid  to  him  was  the 
amount  awarded  in  his  favor  by  the  referees.  Thus 
much  he  had  heard,  and.  as  an  impression  adverse 
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to  him  might  be  drawn  from  the  gentleman's  re- 
marks, though  not  intended  by  him,  Mr.  T.  said 
he  had  thought  it  proper  to  say  thus  much  in  be- 
half of  Colonel  Johnson,  who  had  ever  been  be- 
lieved to  be  an  honest  man. 

Mr.  Cocke  said,  it  was  far  from  him  to  question 
the  honesty  of  any  man  whatever,  in  what  he  had 
said.  He  disclaimed  any  such  intention.  But  it 
seemed  extraordinary  to  him  how  the  allowance 
referred  to  had  been  made  without  the  authority 
of  Congress,  On  looking  into  Colonel  Johnson's 
contract,  he  did  not  find  that  any  provision  was 
made  for  allowance  for  the  detention  of  steam- 
boats. He  had  understood,  too,  that  Col.  James 
Johnson  was  a  contractor,  not  only  for  transporta- 
tion, but  for  supplies  of  provisions.  If  this  were 
true,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  should  like  to  know  how  it 
did  happen  that  the  boats  were  detained,  and 
whether  it  was  in  consequence  of  the  neglect  of 
Colonel  Johnson  to  furnish  the  provisions  in  proper 
lime.  Not  being  included  in  the  contract,  appli- 
cation ought  to  have  been  made  to  this  House  to 
authorize  the  allowance  which  has  been  made  to 
Colonel  Johnson  without  its  authority.  Mr.  C. 
said  he  should  make  no  observations  with  regard 
to  this  arbitration,  which  was  spoken  of.  If  the 
matter  bad  been  referred  to  these  exalted  arbitra- 
tions, let  the  House  know  it.  Why  refuse  the  in- 
formation which  it  was  desirable  to  acquire  in 
relation  to  it?  The  resolution,  he  said,  was  predi- 
cated on  accounts  transmitted  to  Congress  at  the 
last  session,  and  he  did  not  see  why  there  should 
be  any  wish  on  the  part  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  to  oppose  its  adoption. 

Mr.  LowNDEa  remarked,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  must  have  mistaken  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  if  he  supposed  there  was,  on  his 
part,  or  on  that  of  any  other  member,  any  objec- 
tion to  the  object  of  this  resolution  calling  for  in- 
formation. There  could  be  no  objection  to  it. 
But,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  .submitted  it  to  the  House  and 
to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  whether,  in 
calling  for  information  on  any  subject,  it  was 
proper  to  accompany  that  call  with  animadver- 
sions on  the  conduct  of  those  whose  conduct  could 
only  be  properly  judged  when  the  information 
itself  was  before  them.  Mr.  L.  added  another 
renaark  or  two  of  the  same  tone  as  the  preceding, 
which  were  not  distinctly  heard  by  the  reporter. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rich,  with  the  consent  of 
Mr.  Cocke,  the  resolution  was  amended  so  as  to 
require  an  account  also  of  the  causes  of  the  deten- 
tion of  the  steamboats. 

Mr.  Trimble  rose  to  say,  that  he  did  not  intend 
to  object  to  any  information  which  might  be 
sought  for  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  or 
any  other  member  of  the  House.  It  was  not  his 
habit  to  do  .so;  and  it  was  not  his  disposition  to 
do  so  on  the  present  occasion.  On  the  contrary, 
he  said  he  was  sure  the  inquiry  would  meet  with 
the  approbation  of  even  Colonel  James  Johnson, 
could  his  wishes  be  consulted.  Without  knowing 
the  fact,  Mr.  T.  said,  he  thought  it  quite  likely 
that  Colonel  Johnson  may  have  thought  that  he, 
and  not  the  Government,  had  a  right  to  complain 
of  the  manner  in  which  his  accounts  were  liqui- 


dated. Mr.  T.  said  he  should  not  have  opened  his 
lips  on  this  subject,  had  he  not  thought  that  the 
statement  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
might — though  he  was  sure  the  gentleman  could 
not  possibly  intend  it — give  a  color  to  an  imputa- 
tion on  the  character  of  Colonel  Johnson. 

Mr.  CocKE  rejoined  in  a  few  words  more,  in 
the  course  of  which  he  said  he  was  sorry  that  any 
gentleman  should  suppose  that  he  wished  to  cast 
an  imputation  on  any  man.  It  was  not  so,  he 
said  ;  he  wished  to  ascertain  what  were  the  facts 
in  the  case  referred  to,  w^ithout  any  personal  views 
or  motives,  &c. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolve,  and  agreed  to,  without  a  dissenting 
voice. 


Mo.NDAV,  December  4. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  Massachusetts, 
Nathaniel  Silhbee,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  SiLSBEE  presented  a  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  United  States  Naval 
Fraternal  Association,  for  the  relief  of  the  families 
of  deceased  officers,  praying  for  an  act  of  incorpo- 
ration for  the  said  associaiion  ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Willia.ms,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, the  petition  of  the  children  and  representa- 
tives of  the  late  General  Baron  de  Kalb,  presented 
on  the  10th  of  December,  1819,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary 
Claim.s. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forre.st,  the  House  pro- 
ceed to  consider  his  motion  for  requiring  informa- 
tion from  the  AVar  Department  respecting  certain 
loans  of  gunpowder,  Ac;  and  the  same,  having 
been  modified  by  striking  out  the  preamble,  was 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Darlington,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  was  directed  to  report  to  this 
House  the  amount  of  fines  certified  to  the  Comp- 
troller of  that  department,  to  have  been  imposed 
upon  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania,  for  neglect  of 
duty,  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain  ;  the 
amount  of  said  fines  which  has  been  levied  and 
collected  by  the  marshals  of  the  respective  dis- 
tricts in  that  State,  or  their  deputies;  and  the 
amount  thereof  which  has  been  actually  paid  into 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States;  also,  what  pro- 
ceedings, if  any,  have  been  instituted  for  the  re- 
covery of  moneys  thus  collected  within  said  dis- 
tricts, and  not  yet  received  at  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Mercer  submitted  the  following: 

Retolvcd,  That  President  o(  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  lay  before  this  House  any  correspondence 
that  he  doex  nut  deem  it  inexpedient  to  disclose,  which 
may  have  existed  between  the  Executive  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  Governments  of  any  of  the  maritime 
Powers  of  Europe,  in  relation  to  the  African  slave 
trade. 

The  question  thereon,  being  taken  without  de- 
bate, was  agreed  to  without  a  division;  and  a 
committee  was  ordered  to  be  appointed  to  present 
the  same  to  the  President. 

Mr.  Ec8Ti8,  of  Massachusetts,  after  .some  intro- 
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ductory  remarks,  in  the  course  of  which  he  con- 
trasted the  old  system  of  the  Pension  Establish- 
ment with  that  which  had  more  recently  prevailed, 
advantageously  to  the  former,  proposed  the  follow- 
ing resolve: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and 
Revolutionary  Claims  be  instructed  to  report  a  bill, 
providing  that,  from  and  after  the  4th  day  of  March 
next  ensuing,  no  officer,  soldier,  seaman,  marine,  or 
other  person  whatsoever,  shall  be  placed  on  the  pen- 
sion list  of  the  United  States,  except  by  virtue  of  a 
law  in  which  the  name  of  the  pensioner  shall  be  in- 
serted, together  with  the  amount  of  pension  to  which 
be  shall  be  entitled. 

The  resolution  being  read — 

Mr.  L0WNOE8  rose,  not  to  object  to  the  princi- 
\e  of  the  resolution,  thinking  it  probable  that  the 
ong  experience  of  the  mover  would  enable  him  to 
suggest  valuable  improvements  on  the  present  sys- 
tem, but  to  suggest,  as  the  resolution  was  affirma- 
tive, and  not  proposing  inquiry  merely,  that,  with 
a  view  to  deliberation,  it  should  lie  on  the  table 
one  day. 

Mr.  EusTis  assenting  to  this  course,  the  reso- 
lution was,  after  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Rhea, 
indicative  of  hostility  to  it,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

MACKEREL  FISHERY. 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  the  following  bill : 
A  bill  for  enrolling,  and  licensing,  and  granting  allow- 
ances to  ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the 
mackerel  fishery,  and  for  the  government  of  persons 
concerned  therein. 

Beit  enacted,  S(C.,  That  all  acts  and  parts  of acU 
now  in  force  for  the  enrollment,  and  licensing  of,  and 
granting  allowances  to,  ships  or  vessels  employed  in 
the  bank  and  other  cod  fisheries,  and  for  the  govern- 
ment of  persons  concerned  therein,  be,  and  the  same 
are  hereby,  extended,  in  all  their  provisions  and  limi- 
tations, to  vessels  that  shall  hereaf^r  be  employed, 
and  the  persons  who  shall  bereafler  be  concerned  in 
the  mackerel  fishery;  excepting  only  so  much  of  said 
acts  as  fixes  the  rate  of  allowance  to  vessels  exclu- 
sively employed  in  the  bank  and  other  cod  fisheries: 
and  that,  from  and  alter  the  passing  of  this  act,  there 
shall  be  paid,  on  the  last  day  of  December  annually, 
to  the  owner  of  every  fishing  boat  or  vessel,  or  his 
agent,  by  the  collector  of  the  district  where  such  boat 
or  vessel  may  belong,  that  shall  be  qualified  agreeably 
to  law  for  carrying  on  the  mackerel  fishery,  or  the 
cod  and  mackerel  fishery,  and  that  shall  actually  have 
been  employed  in  the  mackerel,  or  in  the  cod  and 
mackerel  fishery,  at  sea,  for  the  term  of  four  months  at 
least  of  the  fishing  season  next  preceding,  which  fish- 
ing season  is  accounted  to  be  from  the  last  day  of 
February  to  the  last  day  of  November  in  every  year, 
on  each  and  every  ton  of  such  boat's  or  vessel's  bur- 
den, according  to  her  admeasurement,  as  licensed  or 
enrolled,  ihree  dollars  :  Frovided,  That  the  allowance 
aforesaid,  on  any  one  vessel,  for  one  season,  shall  not 
exceed  two  hundred  dollari<. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when  any 
vessel  is  intended  to  be  employed  exclusively  in  the 
mackerel  fishery,  or  in  the  cod  and  mackerel  fishery, 
the  words  •'  mackerel  fishery," or  the  words  "cod  and 
mackerel  fishery,"  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  be  in- 
serted  in    the  license   by  the   collector  granting  the 


same  ;  and  that  as  much  of  the  act  entitled  **Ad  act 
laying  a  duty  on  imported  salt,  granting  a  bounty  on 
pickled  fish  exported,  and  allowances  to  certain  ves- 
sels employed  in  the  fisheiies,"  passed  July  29,  1813, 
as  grants  a  bounty  on  pickled  mackerel  exported,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

CASE  OF  MATTHEW  LYON. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  memorial  of  Matthew  Lyon, 
inade  a  report  thereon,  accompanied  with  a  bill  for 
his  relief;  which,  by  leave  of  the  House,  was  pre- 
sented, read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  com- 
initted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 
The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  petitioner  states  that,  in  violation  of  that  pro- 
vision of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of 
Anoerica  which  says  "Congress  shall  make  no  law 
abridging  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press,"  Con- 
gress, in  July,  1798,  passed  the  act  commonly  called 
the  sedition  law  ;  that,  some  time  previous  to  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill,  there  appeared  in  the  Philadelphia 
Federal  papers  a  violent  attack  upon  his  character, 
extracted  from  the  Vermont  Journal,  charging  him 
with  many  political  enormities,  particularly  with  the 
high  crime  of  opposing  the  Executive;  that  he  wrote 
a  reply  to  this  charge  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  20th  of 
June,  17'J8,  and  on  the  same  day  put  the  letter,  di- 
rected to  the  editor  of  the  said  Vermont  Journal,  into 
the  post  office  at  Philadelphia,  twenty-four  days  before 
the  passage  of  the  sedition  law.  For  the  publication 
of  this  letter  he  was  indicted  in  October  following,  in 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  in  the  Vermont 
district.  In  the  same  indictment,  he  was  charged 
with  publishing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  an  American 
diplomatic  character  in  France  to  a  member  of  Con- 
gress in  Philadelphia ;  also  for  aiding,  assisting,  and 
abetting  in  the  publication  of  said  letter. 

He  states  said  letter  was  written  by  Joel  Barlow  to 
Abraham  Baldwin,  then  a  member  of  Congress.     He 
denies  that  he  printed  said   letter,  or  aided  or  abetted 
in  the  printing  of  it ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  he  used 
his  endeavors  to  suppress  it,  by  destroying  the  copies 
which  came  into  his  possession.  He  states  that,  owing 
to  the  political  party  zeal  which  prevailed  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  at  that  time,  much  unfairness  was  used  in 
the  trial,  l)Oth  by  the  marshal  in  summoning  the  jury, 
and   the  judge  who  presided,  in  his  instructions  to 
them,  and  thereby  a  verdict  of  guilty  was  relumed 
against  him  by   the  jury ;  and  upon  that  verdict  the 
court  sentenced  him  to  pay  a  fine  of  $1,U00,  the  cosU 
of  suit,  be  imprisoned  four  calendar  months,  and  until 
the  fine  and  costs  were  paid.  He  states  that,  by  virtue 
of  said  judgment,  he  was  arrested  and  confined  in  a 
dungeon,  the  common  receptacle  of  thieves  and  mur- 
derers, fifty  miles  distant  from  the  place  of  his  trial, 
although  there  was  a  decent  roomy  jail  in  the  countj 
in  which  be  lived,  and  in  the  town  where  the  trial  was 
bad,  which  jail  the  Federal  Government  bad  the  use 
of;  that   much  severity  was  exercised  towards  him 
during  his  imprisonment;  that  he  languished  in  the 
loathsome  prison  more  than  six  weeks  in  the   months 
of  October,  November,  and  December,  in  the  cold  cli- 
mate of  Vermont,  without  fire,  before  be  was  allowed, 
at  his  own  expene>e,  to  introduce  a  small  stuve,  or  to 
put  glass  into  the  aperture  which  let  in  a  small  glim- 
mer of  light  through  the  iron  grate. 
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He  sUte*  that  he  is  poor,  and  aaka  Congreee  to  re- 
fund to  him  $1,000,  the  fine  which  he  has  paid,  the 
costs  of  sait,  for  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  days' 
pay  as  a  member  of  Congress,  while  he  was  unconsti- 
tutionally detained  from  a  seat  in  that  body,  reason- 
able damages  for  being  suddenly  deprived  of  his  liber- 
ty, put  to  great  expense,  and  disabled  from  paying 
that  attention  to  his  concerns  which,  in  other  circum- 
stances, he  would  have  been  allowed  to  do,  and  such 
interest  on  those  sums  as  public  creditors  are  enti- 
tled to. 

Your  committee  state  that  the  prosecution  against 
the  said  petitioner,  the  judgment,  imprisonment,  and 
payment  of  $1,000,  the  fine,  and  $60  96,  the  costs  of 
suit,  are  proved  by  a  copy  of  the  record  of  proceedings 
in  said  cause,  which  is  made  a  part  of  ^is  report. 
The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  law  of  Con- 
gress under  which  the  said  Matthew  Lyon  was  prose- 
cuted and  punished  was  unconstitutional,  and  there- 
fore he  ought  to  have  the  money  which  has  been  paid 
by  him  refunded ;  but,  should  they  be  mistaken  as  to 
the  unconstitutionality  of  ^is  law,  yet  they  think 
there  are  peculiar  circumst^ces  of  hardship  attending 
this  case  which  call  for  relief.  Your  committee,  there- 
fore, ask  leave  to  report  a  bill. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  to  all  who  shall 
see  thete  presents,  greeting  .• 

Know  ye,  that  among  the  pleas  of  our  circuit  court 
of  the  second  circuit  of  the  United  fcitates,  in  the  Ver- 
mont district,  there  is  a  certain  record  remaining,  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 
Ujtitkd  States  or  America, 

Vermont  District,  to  wU  .• 

Pleas  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  said  United  btatea,  at 
their  term  begun  and  held  at  Rutland,  within  and 
for  the  said  Vermont  district,  on  Wednesday,  the 
3d  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1798, 
and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  the 
twenty-third,  before  the  honorable  William  Patter- 
son, esq.,  one  of  the  associate  justices  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  and  the  honor- 
able Samuel  Hitchcock,  esq.,  district  judge  within 
and  for  the  said  Vermont  district,  and  judges  of  said 
circuit  court,  according  to  the  form  of  the  statute  in 
such  case  made  and  provided. 

United  States  versits  Matthew  Lyon. 

Be  it  remembered  that,  at  a  term  of  the  circuit  court 
of  the  said  United  States,  begun  and  held  at  Rutland, 
within  and  for  the  district  aforesaid,  on  the  third  day 
of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
■even  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  and  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  said  United  Sutes  the  twenty-third,  be- 
fore the  honorable  William  Patterson,  esq.,  one  of  the 
associate  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  said 
United  States,  and  the  honorable  Samuel  Hitchcock, 
esq.,  district  judge  within  and  for  the  said  district  of 
Vermont,  judges  of  the  said  circuit  court,  according 
to  the  form  of  the  statute  in  such  case  made  and  pro- 
vided, the  grand  jurors  within  and  for  the  body  of  said 
diitrict  of  Vermont,  to  wit:  Eli  Cogswell,  Nathan 
Pratt,  David  Osgood,  Ozias  Fuller,  Royal  Crafts,  Ab- 
ner  Mead,  Gideon  Horton,  Abraham  Gilbert,  Ebene- 
zer  Worster,  John  Mott,  Thomas  Hammond.  Adgaie 
Lothrop,  John  Penfield,  Ebenezer  Hopkins,  Brewster 
Higly,  Zadock  Remington,  Abijah  Brownson,  and 
Joel  Culver,  good  and  lawful  freeholders  of  the  said 
district,   then   and   there   empannelled,    sworn,   and 


charged,  to  inquire,  for  the  said  United  States,  and  for 
the  body  of  the   district  aforesaid,  did  present,  that 
Matthew  Lyon,  of  Fairhaven,   in  the  said  district  of 
Termont,  being  a  malicious  and  seditious  person,  and 
of  a  depraved  mind  and  wicked  and  diabolical  disposi- 
tion, and   deceitfully,  wickedly,  and  maliciously  con- 
triving  to   defame  the   Government   of    the    United 
States,  and  with  intent  and  design  to  defame  the  said 
Government  of  the   United  States,  and  John  .\dams, 
the  President  of  the   United  Ststes,  and  to  bring  the 
said  Government  and   President   into  contempt  and 
disrepute  ;  and  with  intent  and  design  to  excite  against 
the  said  Government  and  President  the  hatred  of  the 
good  people  of  the  United  States,  and  to  stir  up  sedi- 
tion in  the  United  States,  at  Windsor,  in  the  said  dis- 
trict of  Vermont,  on  the  31st  day  of  July  last,    did, 
with  force  and  arms,   wickedly,  knowingly,  and  ma- 
Uciously  write,  print,  utter,  and  publish,  and  did  then 
and  there  cause  and  procure   to  be   written,   printed, 
uttered,  and  published,  a  certain  scandalous  and  sedi- 
tious writing,  or  libel,  in  form   of  a  letter,  directed  to 
Mr.  Spooner,  [meaning   .\lden  Spooner,  printer  and 
publisher  of  a  certain  weekly  newspaper,  in  Windsor 
aforesaid,  commonly  called  Spooner 's  Vermont  Jour> 
nal,]  signed  by  the  said    Matthew  Lyon,  and  dated  at 
Philadelphia,  on  the  20th  day  of  June  last;  in  which 
said  libel  of  and  concerning  the  said   John  Adams, 
President    of  the  United    States,   and    the  Executive 
Government    of    the    United    States,    are    contained, 
among  other  things,  divers  scurrilous,  feigned,  false, 
scandalous,  seditious,  and  malicious  matters,  accord- 
ing to  the  tenor  following,  to  wit :  "  As  to  the  Exec- 
utive,  [meaning   the   said   President  of  the  United 
States,]  when   I   shall  pee   the  effects   of  that   power 
[meaning  the  executive  power  of  the  United  States, 
vested  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  in  the 
said  President]  bent  on  the  promotion  of  the  comfort, 
the   happiness,    and    accommodation    of    the  people, 
[meaning  the  people  of  the  United  States,]  that  Ex- 
ecutive [meaning  the  President  of  the  United  Statesj 
shall  have  my    [meaning   the  said  Matthew    Lyon's] 
zealots  and  uniform  support.    But  whenever  I  [mean- 
ing the  said  Matthew  Lyon]  shall,  on  the  part  of  the 
Executive,  [meaning  the  said  John  .\dams,  President 
of  the  United  States,]  see  every  consideration  of  pub- 
lic welfare  swallowed  up  in    a   continual    grasp    for 
power,  in  an  unbounded  thirst  for  ridiculous   pomp, 
foolish  adulation,  or  selfish  avarice;   [meaning  that, 
on  the  part  of   the   said  John    Adams,   President  of 
the    United   States,  every  consideration    of  the  pub- 
lic welfare  was  swallowed  up  in  a  continual  grasp  for 
unconstitutional  power,  and   in  an  unbounded  thirst 
for  ridiculous  pomp,  foolish  adulation,  and  selfish  ava- 
rice ;]  when  I  [meaning  the  said  Matthew  Lyou]  shall 
behold  men  of  real  merit  daily  turned  out  of  office, 
for  no  other  cause  but  independency  of  sentiment ; 
[meaning  that  men  of  real  merit,  holding  offices  under 
the  laws  and  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  wsr* 
daily,  by  the  said  John  Adams,  as  President  of  the 
United  States,  turned  out  of  office  for   the  cause  of 
having  independency  of  spirit ;]  when  I  [meaning 
the  said  Matthew  Lyon]  shall  see  men  of  firmness, 
merit,  years,  abilities,   and   experience,  discarded  in 
their  applications  for  office,  for  fear  they  possess  that 
independence,    and    men  of  meanness  preferred,  for 
the  ease  with  which  they  can  take   up  and  advocate 
opinions,  the  consequence  of  which  they  know  but 
little    of;    [meaning    that    men    of  firmness,    years, 
merit,   ability,   and    experience,    were,    by    the    said 
John  Adams,  as  President  of  the   United  States,  in 
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engine  of  State  to 
sccute  each  other :] 
my  of  the  said  John 


▼iolstion  of  the  duties  of  his  said  office,  neglected 
in  appointments  to  office  under  the  laws  and  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  and  discarded  in  their 
applications  for  such  olfices  and  appointments;  and 
that  men  of  meanncsv.  who  are  unfit  for  the  exercise 
of  such  offices,  under  ihelaws  and  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  were,  by  the  said  John  Adams,  as 
President  of  the  United  States,  preferred  to  such 
offices  and  appointments,  on  account  of  thi^  ease 
with  which  tliey  took  and  advocated  opinions,  of  the 
consequepces  of  which  they  were  ignorant;]  when  I 
[meaning  the  said  Matthew  Lyon]  shall  see  the  sacred 
name  of  religion  employed  as  a  State  engine  to  make 
mankind  hate  and  persecute  one  another,  I  [meaning 
the  said  Matthew  Lyon]  fhall  not  be  tlieir  humble 
advocate ;"  [meaning  that  the  sncred  name  oi  re- 
ligion was,  by  the  said  John  Adams,  in  his  capacity 
of  President  of  the  United   StatcH,  emr>loycd   as  an 

make  mankind  hate  and  per- 
to  the  great  scandal  and  infa- 
Adams  in  his  capacity  of  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  great  scandal 
and  infamy  of  the  said  Government  of  the  said  Uni- 
ted Stat«-H.  And  so  the  jurors  aforesaid,  upon  their 
oaths  aforesaid,  do  say  that  the  said  Matthew  Lyon, 
at  Windsor  aforesaid,  on  the  31st  day  of  J  uly  aforesaid, 
did,  knowingly,  wickedly,  deceitfully,  and  maliciously, 
with  intent  and  design  to  Jefume  the  said  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  the  said  John  Adams, 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  bring  the  said 
Government  and  President  of  the  United  ^ates  into 
contempt  and  disrepute  with  the  good  people  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  excite  against  them,  the  said 
Government  and  President  of  the  United  SUttes,  the 
hatred  of  the  good  people  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
with  intent  and  design  to  stir  up  sedition  within  the 
United  States  against  the  Government  thereof,  write, 
print,  otter,  and  publish,  and  cause  and  procure  to  be 
written,  printed,  uttered,*  and  published,  for  the  pur- 
pose aforesaid,  the  said  lalse,  feigned,  scandalous,  and 
malicious  writing  and  libel  aforesaid,  containing, 
among  other  things,  the  said  divers  scurrilous,  false, 
feigned,  scandalous,  seditious,  and  mnlicious  matters 
aforesaid,  in  contempt  oi  the  good  and  wholesome 
laws  of  the  United  States,  to  the  evil  and  pernicious 
example  of  others  in  like  case  offending  against  the 
statuts  of  the  United  Slates  in  such  case  made  and 
provided,  and  against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the 
United  States. 

And  the  jarors  aforesaid,  upon  their  oaths  aforesaid, 
do  further  present,  that  the  said  Matthew  Lyon,  being 
a  malicious  and  seditious  person,  and  of  a  depraved 
mind,  and  of  a  wicked  and  diabolical  disposition,  and 
also  deceitfully,  wickedly,  and  maliciously  contriving 
to  defame  the  Government  of  the  said  United  States, 
and  with  intent  and  design  to  defame  the  said  Gov- 
ernment, and  with  intent  to  defame  John  Adams, 
Esquire,  President  of  the  United  Slates,  and  with 
intent  to  defame  the  Senate  of  the  United  Sutes, 
being  one  branch  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  bring  the  said  Government,  President, 
and  Senate  into  contempt  and  disrepute,  and  to 
excite  against  the  said  Government,  President  and 
Senate  the  hatred  of  the  good  people  of  the  United 
States,  and  with  intent  and  design  to  stir  up  sedition 
within  the  United  Sutes,  did,  at  Fairhaven,  in  the 
said  district  of  Vermont,  ou  the  1st  dsy  of  September 
now  last  past,  with  force  and  arms,  wickedly,  knowingly, 
and  maliciously  write,  print,  utter,  and  publish,  and 
then  and   there  did  cause  and  procure  to  be  written, 
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printed,  uttered,  and  published,  a  certain  fiilse,  feigned 
scandalous,  and  seditious  writing,  or  libel,  entitled 
"  Copy  of  a  letter  from  an  American  diplomatic  char- 
acter in  France  to  a  member  of  Congress  in  Philadel- 
phia ,"  in  which  caid  writing,  or  libel,  of  and  concern- 
ing the  said  Government  of  the  United  Slates,  and  the 
said   President  and   Srnate  of  the  United  Suies,  and 
of  and  concerning  the  speech  of  John  Adams,  Esquire, 
then  President  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  of  and  con- 
cerning the  answer  of  the  said    Senate  to  the  s«id 
speech,  are  contained,  among  other  things,  divers  scur- 
rilous, feigned,  false,  scandalous,  seditious,  and  mali- 
cious matters,  according  to  the  tenor  following,  to  wit: 
'•  'I'he    misunderstanding    between  the  two    Govern- 
menU  [meaning  the  Governments  of  the  said  United 
Sutes  and   France]  h<ts  become  extremely  alarming; 
confidence  is  completely  destroyed;  raistrusU,  jealousy, 
and  a  disposition  to  a  wrong  attribution  of  motives  are 
so  apparent,  as  to  require  the  utmost  caution  in  every 
word  and  action  that  are  to  come  from  your  Executive, 
[meiaing   the   Executive  Government  of  the  United 
Stales] — I   mean  if  your  object  is  to  avoid  hostilities. 
Had  this  truth   been  understood  with  you  [meaning 
the  people  of  the  United  Stales]  before  [the]  recall  of 
Monroe,  [meaning  James  Monroe,  the  late  .^mbaesador 
from  the  United  States  to  the  Republic  of  France,]  be- 
fore Uic    coming  and  second   coming   of   Pinckney, 
[meaning   Charles  C  Pinckney,  one  of  the  late   En- 
voys Extraordinary  from  the  United  States  to  the  said 
Republic  of  France  ;]  had  it  guided  the  pens  that  wrote 
the  bulluiig  speech  of  your  President  [meaning  the 
said   speech  of  John    Adams,   then  and    still    Presi- 
dent of  the  United  .Sutes,  to  Iwlh  Houses  of  Congress 
at  the  opening  of  their  session   in  November,  1797J 
and  stupid  answer  of  your  Senate,  [meaning  the  Sen- 
ate ol  the  United  Statis,  being  one  House  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,]  at  the  opening  of  Congress 
[meaning  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales]  in  No- 
vember last,  [meaning  at  the  session  of  the  said  Con- 
gress in  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1797,]  I 
should   probably  have  had  no  occasion  to  address  you 
this  letter,  [meaning  the  said  writing  or  libel ;]  but  when 
we  found  him  [meaning  ibe  said  John  Adams,  Presi- 
dent as  uforesdid]  borrowing  the  language  of  Edmund 
Burke,  and  telling  the  world  that,  although  he  should 
succeed   in    treating  with   the   French,  [meaning  the 
Government  of  France,]  there  was  no  dependence  to 
be  placed  on  any  of  their  engagements,  [meaning  the 
engagements  of  the  said  Government  of  France  ;]  that 
their  religion  and  morality  [meaning  the  religion  and 
morality  of  the  French  nation]  were  at  an  end ;  that 
they  [meaning  the  French  nation]  had  turned  pirates 
and  plunderers,  and  it  would  be  necessary  tr>  be  per- 
petually armed  against  them,  [meaning  the  said  French 
nalioii  ;]  though  you  are  at  peace,  we  [meaning  the 
people  of  France]  wondered  that  the  answer  of  both 
Houses  [meaning  both  Houses  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United   SSiates]  had   not  been  an   order  to  send  him 
[meaning  the  said  John  .\dams.  Esquire,  President  of 
the  United  States]  to  a  mad-house.     Instead  of  this, 
the  Senate  [meaning  the  Senate  of  the  United  Sutes^ 
have  echoeil  the  speech   [oieauing  the  said  speech  of 
the  said  John  Adams,  as  President  of  the  United  SUtvs] 
with  more  servility  than  ever  George  the  Third  [mean- 
ing the  Kingof  Great  Britain]  experienced  from  either 
House  of  Parliament,"  [meaning  the  Parliament   of 
Great  Britain  ;]  to  the  great  scandal  and  infamy  of  the 
said   Government  of  the  said  United  States,  and  the 
said  John  Adams,  President  of  the  United  Sutes,  and 
the  said  Senate  of  the  United  States,  being  one  of  the 
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HouBCfl  of  the  Congreas  of  the  United  States.     And 
so  the  jurors  sforesaid,  upon  their  oaths  aforesaid,  do 
say  that  the  said  Matthew  Lyon,  at  Fairha^en  afore- 
said, on  the  1st  day  of  September  aforesaid,  did,  know- 
ingly, wickedly,  deceitfully,  and  maliciously,  with  in- 
tent aad  design  to  defame  the  said  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  said  John  Adams,  President  of 
the  United  Sutes,  and  the  Senate,  being  one  House  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  to  bring  the  said 
Government,  President,  and  Senate  of  the  United  States 
into  great  contempt  and  disrepute  with  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  excite  against  them,  the  said 
Government,    President,   and  Senate  of  the    United 
States,  the  hatred  of  the  good  people  of  the  said  Uni- 
ted States,  and  with  intent  to  stir  up  sedition  within  the 
United  States  against  the  Government  thereof,  write, 
print,  utter,  and  publish,  and  cause  and  procure  to  be 
written,  printed,  uttered,  and  published,  for  the  pur- 
pose aforesaid,  the  said  false,  feigned,  scandalous,  and 
malicious   writing    and     libel    aforesaid,    containing, 
among  other  things,  the  said  divers  scurrilous,  false, 
feigned,  scandalous,  and  seditious  matters  aforesaid, 
in  contempt  of  the  good  and  wholesome  laws  oi  the 
United  Sutes,  to  the  evil  and  pernicious  example  of 
others  in  like  case   offending  against  the  statute  of 
the  United  States  in  such  case  made  and  provided, 
and  against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  said  United 
States. 

And  the  jurors  aforesaid,  upon  their  oaths  aforesaid, 
do  further  present,  that  the  said  Matthew  Lyon,  being 
a  malicious  man,  of  a  depraved  mind,  and  of  a  wicked 
and  diabolical  disposition,  and  also  deceitfully,  wick- 
edly, and  maliciously  contriving  to  defame  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  said'  United  States,  and   with  intent 
and  design  to  defame  the  said  Government,  and  the 
said  John  Adams,  Esquire,  President  of  the  said  Uni- 
ted Sutes,  and  the  Senate,  being  one  of  the  Houses 
of  the    Congress  of  the  said    United  States,   and   to 
bring  the  said  Government,  President,  and  Senate  of 
the  United  States  into  disrepute  and  contempt,  and 
with  intent  to  excite  the  hatred  of  the  good  people  of 
the  United  States  against  the  said  Government  and 
Senate  of  the  said  United  States,  and  to  stir  up  sedi- 
tion within  the  said  United  SUtes  against  the  Gov- 
ernment  thereof,   did,  at  Fairhaven  aforesaid,  on  the 
1st  day  of  September  aforesaid,  for  the  purpose  afore- 
said, with  force  and  arms,  knowingly,  wickedly,  de- 
ceitfully, maliciously,  and   willingly  assist,  aid,  and 
abet  in  the  falsely  and  maliciously  writing,  printing, 
uttering,  and  publishing  a  certain  false,  feigned,  scan- 
dalous, and  seditious  writing,  or  libel,  entitled  "  Copy 
of  a  letter  from  an  American  diplomatic  character  in 
France  to  a  member  of  Congress  in  Philadelphia ;" 
in  which  said  writing,  or  libel,  of  and  concerning  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and  the  said  Pres- 
ident and   Senate   of  the  said   United  States,  and  of 
•nd   concerning  the   said   speech   of  the    said   John 
Adams,  as  President  of  the  United  States,   to   both 
Houses  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
and  concerning  the  answer  of  the  said  Senate  of  the 
United  States  to  the  said  speech  of  the  said  John 
Adams,  President  of  the  United  States,  in  which  said 
writing,  or  libel,  among  other  things,  are  conUined 
divers  false,  scandalous,  and  seditious  matters,  accord- 
ing to  the  tenor  following,  to  wit :  "Had  this  truth 
been  understood  with  you  [meaning  the  people  of  the 
United  States]  before  the  recall  of  Monroe,  [meaning 
James  Monroe,  Ambassador  from  the   United  States 
to  the  Republic  of  France,]  before  the  coming  and 


second   coming   of  Pinckney,  [meaning   Charles  C. 
Pinckney,  one  of  the  Envoys  Extraordinary  from  the 
United   States  to  the  said  Republic;]  had  it  guided 
the  pens  that  wrote  the  bullying  speech  of  your  Pres- 
ident, and  the  stupid  answer  of  your  Senate  at  the 
opening  of  Congress,  in  November  last,  [meaning  the 
speech  of  the  said  John  Adams,  as  delivered  by  him 
to  both  Houses  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
at  the  opening  of  their  session  in  November  last,  and 
the  answer  oi  the  Senate,  being  one  of  the  Houses  of 
the  said  Congress,  to  the  said  speech,]  I  should  proba- 
biy  have  had   no  occasion  to  address  you  this  letter," 
[meaning  the  said  writing,  or   libel,  last  mentioned.] 
"We  [meaning  the  people  of  France]  wondered  that 
the  answer  [meaning  the  answer  to  the  said  speech] 
of  both  Houses  [meaning  both  Houses  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States]  had  not  been  an  order  to  send 
him  [meaning  the  said  John  Adams,  President  of  the 
United  Sutes]  to  a  mad-house  ;"  to  the  great  scandal 
and  infamy  of  the  said  John  Adams,  in  his  said  cspa- 
city  of  President  of  the    United  States,  to  the  great 
scandal  and  infamy  of  the  said  Senate,  being  one  of 
the  Houses  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  the  great  scandal  and  infamy  of  the  Government  of 
the  said  United  States.  And  so  the  jurors  aforesaid,  upon 
their  oaths  aforesaid,  do  say  that  the  said   Matthew 
Lyon,  with  force  and  arms,  at  Fairhaven  aforesaid,  in 
the  district  aforesaid,  on   the  first  day  of  September 
aforesaid,    did,    knowingly,  willingly,    wickedly,   and 
maliciously,  and   with   intent,  and  design   to  defame 
the  said  John  Adams,  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  said  Senate,  being  one  of  the  Houses  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  the  said  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  to  bring  the  said  Gav- 
ernment.  President,    and  Senate  into  contempt  and 
disrepute  with  the  good  people  uf  the  United  Sutes, 
and  to  excite  against  them,  the  said  Government,  Pres- 
ident, and  Senate  of  the  United  Stales,  the  hatred  of 
the  good  people  of  the  said  United  States,  and  with 
intent  to  stir  up  sedition  within  the  said  United  States 
against  the  Government  thereof,  aid,  assist,  and  abet 
in  the   maliciously  writing,  uttering,  and  publishing, 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  the  said  false,  feigned,  scan- 
dalous, and  malicious  writing  and  libel  last  aforesaid, 
containing,  among  other  things,  the  said  divers  scur- 
rilous, false,  feigned,  scandalous,   seditious,  and  mali- 
cious matters  aforesaid,  in  contempt  of  the  good  and 
wholesome  laws  of  the  United  Sutes,  to  the  evil  and 
pernicious  example  of  others  in  like  case  offending, 
contrary  to  the  form,  force,  and  eflfect  of  the  statute  of 
the  United  Sutes  in  such   case  made  and  provided, 
and  against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  United  Sutes. 

Whereupon,  the  marshal  of  the  district  aforesaid  is 
commanded  forthwith  to  apprehend  the  said  Matthew 
Lyon,  if  to  be  found  within  his  district,  and  him  safely 
keep,  to  answer  to  the  charges  whereof  he  here  stands 
indicted. 

And  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  same 
October  aforesaid,  at  Rutland  aforesaid,  before  the 
court  aforesaid,  here  cometh  the  said  Matthew  Lyon, 
under  the  custody  of  Jabex  G.  Fitch,  Esq.,  marshal  of 
the  district  aforesaid,  and  by  the  said  marshal  being 
brought,  in  his  own  proper  person,  to  the  bar  of  the 
said  court  here,  was  forthwith  demanded,  concerning 
the  premises  in  the  said  indictment  above  specified 
and  charged  upon  him,  how  he  will  acquit  himself 
thereof;  he,  the  said  Matthew  Lyon,  saiih  that  he  is 
not  guilty  thereof,  and  for  trial  puts  himself  upon  the 
country  ;  and  Charles  Marsh,  Esquire,  attorney  for  the 
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said  United  SUtes  within  and  for  the  district  aforesaid, 
who  prosecutes  for  the  said  United  States  in  his  behalf, 
doth  the  like. 

Therefore,  let  a  jury  of  good  and  lawful  freeholders 
of  the  district  aforesaid,  en  the  eighth  day  of  the  same 
October  aforesaid,  at  Rutland,  in  the  district  aforesaid, 
thereupon  here  come  before  the  court  aforesaid,  by 
whom  the  truth  of  the  matters  aforesaid  may  be  better 
known — who  are  not  of  kin  to  the  said  Matthew  Lyon — 
to  recognise,  upon  their  oath,  whether  the  said  Mat- 
thew Lyon  be  guilty  or  not  guilty  of  the  charges  of 
which  he  stands  indicted  as  aforesaid ;  because,  as 
well  the  said  Charles  Marsh,  esquire,  who  prosecutes 
for  the  said  United  States  in  his  behalf,  as  the  baid 
Mstthew  Lyon,  have  put  themselves  upon  that  jury 
for  trial  of  said  issue. 

And  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  same  eighth  day  of 
October  aforesaid,  at  Rutland,  in  the  district  aforesaid, 
before  the  same  court  aforesaid,  came  as  well  the  said 
Charles  Marsh,  Esquire,  who  prosecutes  for  the  said 
United  States  in  this  l>ehalf,  as  the  said  Matthew  Lyon, 
in  his  own  proper  person;  and  the  jurors  of  the  jury 
aforesaid,  by  the  said  Marshal  for  this  purpose  enipan- 
nelled  and  returned,  to  wit,  John  Kamsdel,  Jabez 
Ward,  John  Hitchcock,  jun.,  Bildad  Orcutt,  Andrew 
Leach,  Daniel  June,  Joshua  Goss,  Philip  Jones,  Josiah 
Harris,  Ephraim  Dudley,  Moses  Vail,  and  £lisha 
Brown,  who,  being  called,  came,  and  being  elected, 
tried,  and  sworn  to  speak  the  truth  of  and  concerning 
the  premises,  upon  their  oaths  say  that  the  said  Mat- 
thew Lyon  is  guilty  of  the  charges  of  which  he  stands 
indicted  aforesaid,  in  form  aforesaid,  as  by  the  indict- 
ment aforesaid  is  supposed  against  him.  And,  upon 
this,  it  is  forthwith  demanded  of  ihesaid  Matthew  Lyon, 
if  he  hath  any  thing  further  to  say  wherefore  the  said 
court  here  ought  not,  on  the  premises  aforesaid,  ami 
verdict  aforesaid,  to  proceed  to  judgment  against  him, 
who  nothing  saith.  And  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the 
ninth  day  of  the  same  October  aforesaid,  at  Rutland, 
in  the  district  aforesaid,  before  the  court  aforesaid, 
came  the  said  Matthew  Lyon,  in  his  own  proper 
person. 

Whereupon,  all  and  singular  the  premises  being 
seen,  and  by  the  judges  of  the  court  here  fully  under- 
stood, it  is  considered  and  ordered  by  the  court  that 
the  said  Matthew  Lyon  be  imprisoned  four  calendar 
months;  that  he  pay  a  fine  of  one  thousand  dollars, 
and  the  cosU  of  this  prosecution  ;  and  that  he  stand 
committed  until  this  sentence  be  complied  with.  CosU 
of  prosecution  Uxed  at  sixty  dollars  and  ninety-six 
cents. 

Judgment  entered    this  ninth    day  of  October,  A 
D.  1798. 

By  order  of  court:  • 

CEPHAS  SMITH,  Jcx.,  CUrk. 
Mittimus  issued  October  9,  1798,  at  eight  o'clock, 
forenoon.  CEPHAS  SMITH,  Jcs.,  Clerk. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  preceding  is  a  true  copy  of 
the  record,  examined  and  collated  this  21st  day  ol  De- 
cember, A.  D.  1819,  by  me, 

JESSE  GOVE,  Clerk  Vi.  Ditt. 

DisTMicT  or  Vebmost,  to  wit  : 

The  President  of  the  United  States  to  the  Marshal  of 
the  District  of  Vermont. 
Whereas  Matthew  Lyon,  of  Fairhaven,  in  the  county 
of  Rutland,  in  the  district  of  Vermont,  before  the  cir- 
cuit court  of  the  United  States,  begun  and  held  at 


Rutland,  within  and  for  the  said  district,  on  the  third 
day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  and  of  the  independ- 
ence of  the  said  United  Sutes  the  twenty-third,  was 
convicted  of  writing,  printing,  uttering,  and  publish- 
ing certain  false,  scandalous,  and  seditious  libels,  and 
of  aiding,  abetting,  and  assisting  therein,  contrary  to 
the  form,  force,  and  effect  of  the  statute  entitled  "An 
act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  An  act  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  certain  crimes  against  the  United  States," 
and  sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  the  term  of  four 
calendar  months,  to  pay  a  fine  of  one  thousand  dollars 
to  the  United  States,  and  the  costs  of  this  prosecution, 
taxed  at  sixty  dollars  and  ninety-six  cenU,  as  appears 
of  record,  whereof  execution  remains  to  be  done; 
Therefore, 

By  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  you  are  hereby 
commanded  to  imprison  him,  the  said  Matthew  Lyon, 
in  either  of  the  jails  of  the  United  States,  within  and 
for  the  district  of  Vermont,  for  the  term  of  four  calen- 
dar months  from  the  date  hereof;  and  on  his  (the  said 
Matthew  Lyon's)  neglect  or  refusal  to  pay  said  fine 
and  cosU,  you  are  to  keep  and  detain  him,  the  said 
Matthew,  in  imprisonment  as  aforesaid,  until  he  pay 
the  said  fine  and  costs,  with  fifty  cents  for  this  writ, 
and  the  cosU  of  commitment,  together  with  your  fees, 
or  until  he  be  otherwise  discharged  according  to  law. 
And  of  this  writ,  with  your  doings  herein,  make  due 
return  according  to  law,  at  our  said  court,  on  the  first 
day  of  May  next. 

Witness,  the  honorable  Oliver  Ellsworth,  Esquire, 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  at  Rutland  aforesaid,  the  ninth  day  of  October, 
at  eight  o'clock,  forenoon,  A.  D.  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-eight,  and  of  the  independence  of 
the  said  United  States  the  twenty-third. 

CEPHAS  SMITH,  Jus.,  Clerk. 

DisTHicT  OF  VKBM05T,  OctobeT  10,  1798. 
By  virtue  of  the  within  writ,  or  warrant  of  commit- 
ment, I  committed  the  body  of  the  within-named  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  within  the  prison  in  the  city  of  Vergen- 
nes,  and  left  a  true  and  attested  copy  of  this  writ,  with 
my  endorsement  thereon,  with  the  keeper  of  said 
prison. 

Fees  of  commitment,  fiftv  cenU. 

Attest:  JABEZ  G.  FITCH,  Marshal. 

DiSTaiCT  or  ViEXOHT, 

Vkbokhves,  the  9th  day  of  February, 

9  o'clock,  A.  M.,  1799. 
The  within-named  Matthew  Lyon,  having  complied 
with  the  within  warrant,  is  hereby  discharged  from  his 
confinement. 

Attest :  S.  FITCH,  MarshoTs  deputy. 

OHIO  BOUNDARY. 

Ou  motion  of  Mr.  Ross,  of  Ohio,  the  House 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  a  resolution  sub- 
mitted by  his  colleague,  Mr.  Brush,  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  lor  inquiring  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  making  a  survey  of  the  northern  boundary 
of  the  Stale  oi  Ohio. 

On  this  resolution  there  was  some  debate,  the 
course  of  which  only  can  be  briefly  stated,  as 
follows : 

Mr.  McCoy  wished  to  know  whether  the  State 
of  Ohio  was  to  bear  the  expense  of  the  survey ; 
otherwise  he  should  be  opposed  to  it. 
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Mr.  Ross  stated  the  existing  difficulties  which 
te  a  survey  necessary.  The  officers  of  the 
State,  and  those  of  the  United  States  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan,  both  claimed  jurisdiction  over 
a  considerable  strip  of  land  ;  the  consequence  of 
which  was,  that  the  authority  of  each  was  put  at 
defiance  there,  Ac. 

Mr.  Sibley,  of  Michigan,  was  opposed  to  the 
resolution,  because  he  wished  the  House  to  act,  in 
jM^ference,  upon  a  report  on  this  subject,  made  by 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  at  the  last  session, 
prescribing  a  course  which  he  thought  correct, 
and  to  which  he  proposed  calling  the  attention  of 
the  House  hereafter. 

Mr.  Beecher  and  Mr.  Brush  both  entered  at 
some  length  into  a  defence  of  the  claim  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  and  in  favor  of  the  proposition  be- 
fore the  House  ;  contending  that,  in  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  the  last  session,  the  claims  of 
Ohio  had  not  been  sufficiently  regarded,  &c. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  proposition,  as 
levived  by  Mr.  Rose,  it  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive.    So  the  motion  was  lost. 

STATE  OF  THE  FINANCES. 
The  Speaker  then  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmit- 
ting his  annual  report  on  the  state  oi  the  Trea- 
stiry;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stofrs,  three  thou- 
sand copies  thereof  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  House.     The  report  is  as  follows : 

Tbbasubt  Departmsht,  December  1,  1820. 
In  obedience  to  the  direction  of  the  "Act  supplc- 
■aentary  to  the  act  to  establish  the  Treasury  Depart 
me nt,"  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respectfully  sub- 
mits the  following  report : 

I.  Of  the  Revenue. 

The  netrcTenue  arising  from  imports  and  tonnage, 
internal  dutieo.  direct  tax,  public  lands,  postage,  and 
other  incidental  receipts,  during  the  year  1817,  amount- 
ed to  $24,365,227  34,  viz: 

Customs,  (see  statement  A.)     -         -  $17,264,775  15 
Internal  duties  ....       2.676,882  77 

Direct  Ux 1.833,737  04 

Pablic  lands,  excIusiTe  of  Mississippi 

itock 2,015,977  00 

Poatage  and  other  incidental  receipU  313,855  38 


Pablic  lands,  exdutive  ofMisstlsippi 

stock - 

Postage,  and  other  incidental  receipts 

First  instalment  from  the  Bank  of  the 

United  States,  and  dividend  on  the 

stock  in  that  bank         ... 


That  which  accrued  from  the  same  sources  during 
the  year  1818  amounted  to  $26,095,200  65,  viz  : 
Customs,  (see  statement  A.)     -         •  $21,828,451  48 
Arrears  of  internal  duties  •         -  947.946  33 

Arrears  of  direct  tax         •         •         -  263.926  01 

Public  lands,  exclusive  of  Mississippi 

stock 2,464,527  90 

Poatage,  dividends  on  bank  stock,  and 

oth«r  incidenUi  receipU        -         .  590,348  93 


3,274,422  78 
61,280  33 


$675,000  00 


It  is  ascertained  that  the  gross  amount  of  duties  on 
merchandise  and  tonnage  which  accrued  during  the 
first  three  quarters  of  the  present  year  exceeds 
$13,340,000.  And  the  sales  of  public  lands  during 
the  first  two  quarters  of  the  year,  exceed  $1,240,000. 

The  payments  in  the  Treasury  during  the  first  three 
quarters  of  the  present  year  are  estimated  to  amount 

to $16,819,637  49 

Viz: 
Customs  -  $12,378,613  12 

Public  Lands,  exclu-  '■     •.  ■      >"* 

sive  of  Mississippi 

stock    - 
Arrears   of    internal  ^ 

duties  -         -  : 

Arrears  of  direct  tax  ; 
Incidental  receipts    • 
Moneys  received  from 

loans    ... 
Repayments     • 


And  that  which  accrued  from  the  same  sources  dur- 
faig  the  year  1819,  amounted  to  $21,4.35.700  69,  viz: 
Customs,  (see  sUte men t  A.)    •         -$17,116,702  96 
Arrears  of  internal  duties,  (see  state- 
ment B.) 227,444  01 

Arrears  of  direct  tax,  (s««  statement 

B.) 80,850  61 


1,124,645  32 

104.769  20 

579,749   14 

2,545,431   47 
86,529  24 


.\nd  the  payments  into  the  Treasu- 
ry during  the  fourth  quarter  of  the 
present  year,  from  the  same  sources, 
are  estimated  at        -         -         -         - 
Making  the  total  amount  estimated  to 
be  received  into  the  Treasury  dur- 
ing the  year  1820 
Which,  added  to  the  balance  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  Ist  day  of  Janua- 
ry last,  amounting  to    - 

Makes  the  aggregate  amount  of 


$3,430,000  00 


20,249,637  49 


2,076,607  14 
22.326,244  63 


The  application  of  this  sum  for  the 
year  1820  is  estimated  as  follows  : 

To  the  .30th  of  September  the  pay- 
ments have  amounted  to       -  -  $16,909,413  80 

Vii: 

Civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous 
exfienses       -         -      2,078,673  25 

Military  service,  inclu- 
ding      fortifications, 

ordnance,  Indian  de-  f 

partment,  revolu- 
tionary and  military 
pensions,  arming  the  *'' 

militia,  and  arreara- 
ges prior  to  the  Ist 
of  January,  1817     -    6,043,068  00 

Naval  service,  includ- 
ing   the    permanent 

apjiroprialion  fur  the  ' 

increase  of  the  navy    2,946,762  00 

Public  debt,  including 
$1,142,879  55  for  the 
redemption  of  Missis- 
sippi certificates         -5.840,010  55 


During  the  fourth  quarter  it  is  estima- 
ted that  the  payments  will  amount 
to 


8,066,000  00 
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Vix: 

Civil,  diplomatic  snd 
miscellaneous  expen- 
ses ...  $460,000  00 

MiliUry service     -         -  1,900,000  00 

Naval  service       -         -      806,000  00 

Public  debt  to  tho  1st  of 
January,  1821  -  4,900,000  00 


Making  the  aggregate  amount  o(      -     24,964,413  80 

And  leaving  on  the  Ist  of  January, 
1821,  a  balance  against  the  Treasu- 
ry estimated  at      -         -         -         -    $2,638,169  17 


II.  0/  the  Public  Debt. 

The  funded  debt  which  was  contracted  before  the  year 
1812,  and  which  was  unredeemed  on  the  1st  of  Octo- 
ber, 1819,  as  appears  by  the  state- 
ment No.  1,  amounted  to       •         -  $23,668,26^  71 

And  that  contracted  subsequent  to 
the  lat  day  of  January,  1812,  and 
unredeemed  on  the  Ist  day  of  Octo- 
ber, 1819,  as  appears  by  the  same 
statement,  amounted  to  -         -     68,060,336  29 


Making  the  aggregate  amount  of       -     91,728,091  00 

Which  sum  agrees  with  the  amount 
as  stated  in  the  last  annual  report  as 
unredeemed  on  the  Ist  day  of  Oc- 
tober, 1819,  excepting  the  sum  of 
$63  49,  which  was  then  short  esti- 
mated, and  which  has  since  been 
corrected  by  actual  settlement. 

In  the  fourth  quarter  of  1819,  there 
was  added  to  the  above  sum,  for 
Treasury  notes  brought  into  the 
Treasury  and  cancelled,  the  follow- 
ing sums,  viz: 

In  SIX  per  cent,  atock      -     $4,152  18 

In  seven  per  cent,  stock  -     10,525  00 

14,677   18 


Making 

From  which  deduct  Lou. 
isiana  six  per  ct.  stock 
reimbursed  on  the  21st 
of  October,  1819        -2,601,871    14 

And  deferred  stock  re- 
imbursed between  the 
1st  October,  1819,  and 
1st  of  January,  1820  -    242,063  47 


91,74.3,268  18 


2.94d.4:M  61 


Making  the  public  debt 
which  was  unredeem- 
ed on  the  1st  day  of 
January,  1820,  as  per 
statement  No.  2,  am't 
to         -         -         . 

From  the  1st  of  January 
to  the  30lh  of  Septem- 
ber, inclusive,  there 
was,  by  funding  Trea- 
sury notes  and  issuing 
three  per  cent,  stock, 
for  interest  on  the  old 
registered  debt,  added 
to  the  pubUc  debt,  as 


88,899,333  57 


appears  by  statement 
No.  3,  the  amount  of    $34,550  19 
And  by  the  loan  author- 
ized per  act  of  May, 
10.  1820  -         .         -3,548,431  47 


Making     -        .        .        .         . 

From  which  deduct  the 
amount  of  stock  pur- 
chased during  that  pe- 
riod, as  per  statement 
No  3         -        -  -    40  34 

And  the  estimated  re- 
imbursement of  de- 
ferred stock        -         .     253,752  78 

Making,  on  the    1st  of 

October,  1820,  as  ap- 
pears    by    statement 

No.  3,  the  sum  of  .         .         . 

To   which  add,   in    the 

fourth  quarter  of  1820, 

on  account  of  the  loan 

of  the  15th  of  May  of 

the  same  year  ... 

Making  .... 

There  will  be  reimbursed 

of  the  principal  of  the  ^ 

deferred  stock  on  the 

1st  of  January,  1821    249,444  16 

Since  the  30th  o(  Sep- 
tember last,  the  resi- 
due  of  the  Louisiana 
stock  has  become  re- 
deemable, amounting 
to     -        .        -         -2,216,408  78 


$2,579,981  66 
91,479,316  Sa 


253,793  IS 


91,225,523  11 


464,567  66 
91,680,089  77 


2,465,853  94 


Which,  if  discharged  be- 
fore the  first  day  of 
Jan'y,  1821,  will  leave 
of  the  public  debt  un- 
redeemed on  that  day, 
as  estimated 

The  Treasury  notes  yet 
in  circulation  are  esti- 
mated, as  appears  by 
statement  No.  4,  at  - 


69,214,236  38 


$27,656  00 


The  whole  of  the  awards  made  by  the  commissioners 
sppointed  under  the  several  acts  of  Congress  for  tk* 
indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of  public  lands^ 
as  ap()ears  by  statement  No.  6,  [not  communieatad 
to  Congress,]  amounted  to      -         -  $4,282,151  13 

Of  which  there  has  been 
received  at  the  Gene- 
ral Land  Office  -  2,439,308  31 

And  there  was  paid  at 
the  Treasury  sixty-six 
per  cent,  on  $1,731,- 
635  69  -         .  -  1,142,879  55 

3^3,187  86 


Leaving  outstanding  on 
the  30th  of  September, 
1820 


$699,963  36 
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3.  Of  the  atimate*  of  the  public  revenue,  and  expend- 
itures for  the  year  1821. 

In  forming  an  estimate  of  the  receipUinto  the  Trea- 
fury  for  the  year  1821,  the  amount  of  revenue  bonds 
OQtatanding  on  the  30th  day  of  September  last,  the 
ram  due  for  public  land,  the  ability  and  disposition  of 
the  commanity  to  purchase,  and  especially  the  quan- 
tity and  quality  of  the  land  intended  to  be  exposed  at 
public  auction  in  the  course  of  the  year,  present  the 
data  opon  which  the  calculations  must  be  made.  As  a 
portion  of  the  duties  which  accrue  in  the  fourth  quar- 
ter of  the  present  year,  and  in  the  first  and  second 
quarters  of  the  next,  form  a  part  of  the  receipts  into 
the  Treasury  for  the  latter  year,  the  amount  received 
will  exceed  or  fall  short  of  the  estimate,  by  the  differ- 
ence between  the  duties  which  actually  accrue  in  those 
quarters,  and  are  payable  within  the  year,  and  the 
amount  at  which  they  had  been  estimated. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  may  also  considera- 
bly exceed  or  fall  short  of  the  sum  estimated,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  issue  of  a  greater  or  Irss  amount  of  de- 
bentures payable  during  the  year  1821,  than  had  been 
estimated. 

The  degree  of  punctuality  with  which  the  revenue 
bonds  are  discharged,  upon  which  the  estimate  is  form- 
ed, roust  necessarily  affect  the  amount  that  will  be  re- 
ceived into  the  Treasury. 

If  the  accruing  revenue  of  the  present  and  two  suc- 
ceeding quarters  should  exceed  that  of  the  correspond- 
ing quarters  of  the  present  and  last  years;  if  the 
amount  of  the  debentures  which  may  be  issued  and 
made  payable,  so  as  to  affect  the  receipts  of  the  year, 
should  be  less  than  that  of  preceding  years  since  the 
peace,  compared  with  the  gross  amount  of  duties  se- 
cured within  those  years,  respectively  ;  and  if  greater 
punctuality  in  the  payment  of  the  revenue  bonds  now 
outstanding  should  be  observed  than  during  the  last- 
mentioned  period,  the  receipts  from  the  customs  will 
exceed  the  estimates  now  presented  ;  and  they  will  fall 
short  of  it  should  all  these  contingencies  be  unfavora- 
ble, as  has  been  the  case  during  the  present  year. 

The  revenue  bonds  outstanding  on  the  30th  of  ^'cp- 
tember  last  are  estimated  at  $  18,770,000.  Of  this  sum 
$3,130,000  are  in  suit,  of  which  about  $1,250,000  will 
not  be  collected  on  account  of  the  insolvency  of  the 
debtors;  leaving  the  amount  of  bonds  outstanding, 
upon  which  collections  are  to  be  made,  estimated  at 
$17,620,000.  The  amount  of  duties  secured  during 
the  first,  second,  and  third  quarters  of  the  year  1820, 
u  estimated  at  $13,350,000;  and  that  of  the  whole 
year  may  be  estimated  at  $16,500,000.  The  amount 
of  debentures  outstanding  on  the  30th  of  September 
last,  and  payable  during  the  year  1821,  is  estimated  at 
$1,162,114  16,  which  is  subject  to  be  increased  by  the 
amount  issued  in  the  present  quarter,  and  during  the 
whole  of  the  ensuing  year,  chargeable  upon  the  reve- 
nue of  that  year.  The  average  annual  amount  of  de- 
bentures, bounties,  and  allowances,  and  expenses  of 
collection  chargeable  upon  the  revenue,  has  been  as- 
certained to  be  nearly  equal  to  fifteen  per  cent,  of  the 
average  annual  amount  of  the  duties  upon  imports  and 
tonnage,  which  accrued  from  the  year  1815  to  the  year 
1819,  inclusive. 

If  this  proportion  be  applied  to  the  revenue  bonds 
outstanding  on  the  30th  of  September  last;  and  if  the 
receipts  from  the  tonnage  of  vesstils,  and  upon  duties 
lecured  during  the  present  and  the  two  succeeding 
quarters,  are  assumed  to  be  equal  to  any  deficiency  re- 
tnltiog  from  the  want  of  punctuality  in  the  discharge 


of  the  outstanding  bonds,  the  receipts  into  the  Treas- 
ury for  the  year  1821,  from  this  source  of  revenue,  may 
be  estimated  at  $14,000,000. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  fi-om  the  public  land, 
during  the  first  three  quarters  of  the  present  year,  are 
estimated  at  $1,124,645  32,  and  those  of  the  entire 
year  will  probably  not  much  exceed  $1,600,000. 

The  receipts  from  that  sourre,  during  the  year  1831, 
will  probably  not  exceed  those  of  the  present  year,  if 
no  incentive  to  greater  punctuality,  or  inducement  to 
make  prompt  payment^  should  be  presented  to  the 
public  debtor  in  the  course  of  the  present  session  of 
Congress. 

The  balances  of  internal  duties  and  direct  tax  still 
outstanding  are  so  considerable  as  to  justify  an  esti- 
mate of  some  extent  in  calculating  the  receipts  of  the 
ensuing  year,  if  the  difficulty  of  enforcing  payment  in 
those  States  where  the  largest  amount  is  due  were 
not  known  to  be  great.  Under  these  circumstancen, 
the  receipts  from  that  source,  for  the  ensuing  year,  are 
estimated  at  $100,000. 

According  to  the  foregoing  data,  the  receipts  into 
the  Treasury  for  the  ensuing  year  may  be  estimated 
as  follows,  viz : 

Customs $14,000,000 

Public  lands,  exclusive  of  Mississippi  stock  1,600,000 
Arrears  of  internal  duties,  direct  tax.  and 

incidental  receipts        ....  100,000 

Third   instalment  from  the   Bank  of  the 

United  States 500,000 

Bank  dividends  which  will  accrue  during 

the  year,  estimated  at  five  per  cent.     -         350,000 

Making  the  aggregate  amount  of    -  $16,550,000 

The  appropriations  for  the  same  period  are  eati* 
mated  as  follows,  viz: 

1.  Civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous  $1,769,850  01 

2.  Military  Department,  including  forti< 
fications,  ordnance,  Indian  department, 
military  pensions,  and  arrearages  prior 

to  the  1st  of  January,  1817         .         -  4,585,3,52  61 

3.  Naval  Department  -         .         -  2,420,594  56 


Making  an  aggregate  of 


$8,776,790  21 


But,  to  determine  the  amount  of  the  charge  upon 
the  Treasury  for  the  service  of  that  year,  the  follow- 
ing additions  must  be  made,  viz: 

1.  Civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous,  the  sum  of 
$1,500,000;  being  an  amount  of  appropriations  for 
the  present  and  preceding  years  unexpended,  and 
which  may  be  expended  during  the  year  1821;  and 
the  sum  of  $5,477,777  76,  payable  on  account  of  the 
interest  and  reimbursement  of  the  principal  of  the 
public  debt  during  that  year. 

2.  The  unexpended  balances  of  appropriations  for 
the  War  Department,  under  the  different  heads  al- 
ready enumerated,  and  which  have  been  deducted 
from  the  estimates,  or  not  included  in  them,  (as  in 
the  case  of  Revolutionary  pensions,  because  the  bal- 
ance of  that  appropriation  is  estimated  to  be  equal  to 
the  expenditure  on  thnt  object  during  the  ensuing 
year,)  amounting,  together,  to  $2,507,267  63  ;  the 
annual  appropriation  of  $200,000  for  arming  the  mili- 
tia ;  and  the  Indian  annuities,  not  embraced  by  the 
estimates,  amounting  to  $152,575. 

3.  The  annual  appropriation  of  $1,000,000,  for  the 
gradual  increase  of  the  Navy,  which  will   expire  in 
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the  year  1823;  and  an  unexpended  balance  on  the 
tame  account,  which  may  be  expended  in  1821,  of 
$1,750,000. 

According  to  the  foregoing  data,  the  expenditure  of 
the  year  1821,  and  which  is  chargeable  upon  the 
Treasury  during  that  year,  may  be  estimated  as  fol- 
lows, vix : 

1.  Civil.diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous   $3,269,850  04 

2.  Public  debt  ...         -       6,477,777  76 

3.  Military  department,  including  for- 

tifications, ordnance,  Indian  de- 
partment, military  and  revolu- 
tionary pensions,  arrearages  prior 
to  the  1st  of  January,  1817,  and 
arming  the  militia,  and  Indian 
annuities  -        -        -        -        - 

4.  Navy    Department,    including  the 

sum  of  $1,000,000  for  the  grad- 
ual increase  of  the  Navy     - 


7,445,195  24 


5,170,594  56 


Making  an  aggregate  charge  upon  the 

Treasury,  for  the  year  1821,  of       -  $21,363,417  00 
To  which  adJ  the  balance  against  the 

Treasury,  on  the  Istof  Jan'y,  1821       2,638,169  77 


Making 


-  24,001,586  77 


Leaving  a  balance  of  $7,451,586  77  beyond  the  es- 
timated means,  for  which  provision  must  be  made. 
[This  balance  is  reduced  by  a  subsequent  estimate.] 

To  determine  whether  a  deficiency  to  this,  or  any 
other  amount,  will  occur  in  succeeding  years,  is  ex- 
tremely difficult.  The  data  furnished  by  the  fiscal 
operations  of  the  Government  since  the  peace,  must  be 
principally  relied  upon  in  making  the  calculations 
necessary  to  arrive  at  any  general  result  upon  this 
subject. 

It  has  been  ascertained  that  the  net  revenue  which 
has  accrued  from  imports  and  tonnage,  from  the  year 
1816  to  1819,  inclusive,  has  amounted  to  $120,260,- 
052  46.  If  this  be  divided  by  the  number  of  years  in 
which  it  accrued,  the  result  will  be  an  average  annual 
revenue  of  $24,052,000.  But  the  revenue  which  ac- 
crued in  1815  greatly  excteded  not  only  that  of  any 
year  previous  to  the  war,  but  that  of  any  year  since 
that  epoch.  It  is  also  admitted  that  the  quantity  of 
produce  on  hand,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  especially  of 
cotton  and  tobacco,  considerably  exceeded  the  amount 
of  the  crop  of  those  articles  made  during  the  preceding 
year.  The  ability  of  the  commanity,  therefore,  to  pur- 
chase an  increased  amount  of  foreign  articles  in  the 
year  1815  exceeded,  in  a  corresponding  degree,  that  of 
subsequent  years.  It  has  also  been  ascertained  that 
the  importation  of  foreign  articles  during  the  present 
year  has  been  considerably  less  than  in  any  year  since 
the  peace.  To  form  an  e»timate  of  the  average  annual 
revenue  which  may  accrue  from  imports  and  tonnage 
during  the  next  four  years,  that  will  approximate  to- 
wards accuracy,  it  will  be  necessary  to  embrace  in  the 
calculation  the  revenue  which  accrued  from  the  year 
18l4tol8l9,inclusive,aniountingto  $124,510,414  05, 
and  that  which  shall  have  accrued  in  the  year  1820, 
estimated  at  $14,000,000,  making  the  aggregate  sum 
of  $138,610,414  05,  which  gives  the  sum  of  $19,787,- 
202  as  the  average  annual  revenue  for  those  seven 
years. 

Other  views,  derived  from  the  fiscal  operations  of 
the  Government,  will  be  found  to  accord  with  this  re- 
sult.    The  average  product  of  the  duties  upon  imports 


and  tonnage,  which  accrued  from  the  year  1801  to 
1807,  inclusive,  may  be  sUted  at  $13,640,000;  and 
that  which  accrued  from  the  former  period  to  1813,  in- 
clusive, amounted  to  the  annual  sum  of  $11,570,000. 
The  increase  of  population  in  the  United  States  has 
been  estimated  at  thirty-four  per  cent,  in  ten  years;  if 
the  increase  of  consumption  has  corresponded  with 
that  of  population,  the  revenue  of  the  year  1820,  ac- 
cording to  the  result  furnished  by  the  first  seven  years, 
would  exceed  $20,000,000,  and  would  fall  bat  litUe 
short  of  $17,000,000,  according  to  the  data  furnished 
by  the  whole  period.  During  the  former  period,  the 
principal  States  of  Europe  were  involved  in  wars ; 
which  not  only  gave  to  our  shipping  the  principal  part 
of  the  carrying  trade,  but  created  an  unusual  demand 
for  every  article  of  exportation,  and  greatly  enhanced 
their  value. 

Any  estimate  founded  upon  the  average  revenue  of 
those  years,  the  duties  upon  imports  remaining  the 
same,  would,  most  probably,  not  be  realized ;  but  as 
these  duties  were  considerably  increased  in  1816,  the 
objections  to  such  an  estimate  are,  in  some  degree, 
diminished.  From  the  year  1808  to  1813,  inclusive, 
the  United  States  were  engaged  in  a  state  of  commer- 
cial or  actual  warfare.  The  disadvantages  to  which 
their  commerce  was  subjected  by  that  warfare  more 
than  counterbalanced  the  peculiar  advantages  it  en- 
joyed in  the  seven  years  immediately  preceding.  An 
estimate  for  the  next  four  years,  founded  upon  an 
average  of  the  whole  term,  would  more  probably  fall 
short  of  than  exceed  the  sum  which  would  be  received 
into  the  Treasury,  notwithstanding  the  duties  were 
higher  during  two  years  of  that  term  than  at  present. 

In  the  investigation  of  a  subject  of  such  complexity, 
affecting  so  deeply  the  interest  of  the  community, 
every  fact  and  circumstance  connected  with  it  ought 
to  be  considered.  Since  the  year  1807  new  interests 
have  arisen,  which  claim  a  prominent  place  in  this  con- 
sideration. From  time  immemorial,  household  manu- 
factures have  existed  in  every  part  of  the  United 
States.  The  mechanical  arts,  (those  branches  of 
manufacture  without  which  society,  even  in  a  very 
imperfect  state  of  civilization,  could  not  exist,  (though 
differing  in  some  degree  from  those  properly  denomi- 
nated household,  have  long  existed  in  the  United 
States.  Since  the  year  1807,  those  branches  of  man- 
ufacture have  been  greatly  extended  and  improved. 
Others  have  been  istablished,  and  a  large  amount  of 
capital  has  been  invested  in  manufacturing  establish- 
ments, which  promise  to  furnish,  in  a  short  time,  an 
ample  supply  of  cotton  and  woollen  manufactures, 
and  most  of  those  of  iron,  glass,  and  various  other 
articles  of  great  value. 

As  commerce  has  been  properly  defined  to  be  an 
exchange  of  equivalent  value,  it  is  probable  that  by 
the  failure  on  our  part  to  receive  from  foreign  nations 
the  accustomed  supply  of  those  articles  which  can  now 
be  produced  in  our  domestic  estat!lishments,  the  arti- 
cles which  tliey  have  been  accustomed  to  receive  from 
us  will  lose  soinetliing  of  the  value  which  they  would 
otherwise  have  commanded,  until  new  channels  of  in- 
tercourse shall  be  discovered,  and  different  articles  of 
merchandise  shall  be  substituted  for  those  formerly 
received. 

The  capacity  of  a  nation  to  consume  foreign  articles 
depends  upon  the  value  of  its  exports,  and  not  upon 
its  ability  to  furnish  every  article  of  primary  or  sec- 
ondary necessity.  The  precious  metals  are  never  im- 
ported  into   any  country   when   commodities   which 
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will  command  a  profit  can  b«  obtainfi)  for  imporU- 
tKNi.  Giving  full  weight  to  lh«  fact  that  ooiton,  wool- 
Jen,  iron,  and  various  other  articles  which  are  now 
ibrnished  by  our  domestic  establishments,  will  be  here- 
after received  from  foreign  nations  only  to  a  small 
amount,  $17,000  000  of  revenue  may  be  assumed  as 
the  minimum,  and  $20,000,000  as  the  maximum, 
-which  will  be  annually  received  from  imports  and 
tonnage  during  the  next  four  years.  The  decrease 
which  has  occurred  in  the  revenue  in  the  last  and 
preeent  years  furnishes  no  ground  to  distrust  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  foregoing  conclusion.  The  customs 
produced,  in  1815,  a  net  revenue  of  $35,306,022  51 ; 
in  1816,^57,484,100  36;  and  in  1817,  $17,524,775  16. 
Thia  last  year  was  considered,  at  the  time,  as  the  pe- 
tiod  of  greatest  reaction.  Accordingly,  in  1818  the 
net  revenue  from  the  customs  amounted  to  $?1.888,- 
451  48. 

The  multiplication  of  banks,  the  state  of  the  cur- 
rency, and  the  high  price  which  all  exportable  articles 
commanded  until  the  end  of  1818,  strongly  invited  to 
extravagance  of  every  kind,  and  particularly  in  the 
eonsumption  of  foreign  merchandise.  The  resources 
of  individuals  had  been,  by  these  seductions,  in  a  great 
degree  anticipated  during  the  first  years  which  suc- 
ceeded the  peace.  The  sudden  reduction  in  the  value 
of  all  exportable  articles  which  occurred  about  the 
commencement  of  1819,  not  only  prevented  in  a  great 
degree  further  purchases,  but  rendered  the  discharge 
of  engagements  previously  contracted  impracticable. 
The  pressure  thus  produced  upon  the  community  re- 
acted upon  the  venders  of  every  species  of  merchan- 
dise, whether  foreign  or  domestic,  who,  without  thor- 
ooghly  investigating  the  cause  of  their  distress,  have 
sought  for  relief  in  meaeitres  calculated  rather  to  ag- 
gravate than  alleviate  the  public  embarrassment. 

The  issue  and  payment  of  a  larger  amount  of  de- 
bentures in  the  present  year  in  proportion  to  the  expor- 
tations  of  the  last,  the  increased  amount  of  specie 
and  diminished  amount  of  foreign  merchandise  im- 
Dorted  during  the  present  year,  and  the  ready  sale  of 
roreign  and  domestic  articles  now  in  the  market,  show 
that  the  importation  of  foreign  goods  is  upon  the  eve 
of  l)eing  regulated  by  the  demand  for  them  for  corn- 
ton  ption. 

It  has  been   stated    that  the  receipts  from  public 
land  dering   the  year   1821   cannot  be  estimated  at 
more  than  $1,600,000,  unless  some  greater  incentive 
to  punctuality  or   inducement   to   make  prompt  pay- 
ments should  be   offered  by  the  measures  which  may 
be  adopted  in  the  course  of  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress.     The    act   of  the  24th  of  April   last,  which 
abolished  credit  on  all  purchases  of  land,  and  reduced 
the  minimum  price  from  200  to  125  cenU  per  acre, 
furnishes,  it  is  respectfully  conceived,  equitable  ground 
for  legisilative  interference  in  favor  of  purchasers  un- 
der the  ancient  sjstem.     By  that  system,  the  price 
could   be   reduced   to    164  cents  per  acre  by  prompt 
payment.      If  the    act   abolishing   credit    had    fixed 
the    minimum    price    at    164   cenU    instead   of    125 
cents,  no  equitable  ground   for  legislative  interference 
would  exist.     It  is   not  contended   that  the  vender  of 
an  article,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  does  an  in- 
jury to  a  purchaser  by  subsequently  selling  the  same 
article  to  others  at  a  low  rate.     But  if  he  has  in  his 
poasesfion  such  a  quantity  of  the  article  sold  as  to 
•oabU'him  for  an  indefinite  time  to  determine  the 
price  of  the  article,  he   affects  the   interest  of  every 
praviaus  purchaser  by  such  reduction,  who  may  be 


constrained,  from  any  cause  whatever,  to  sell  that  arti- 
cle. The  extent  of  the  national  domain  will,  for  ages, 
enable  the  Government  to  determine  the  price  of  un- 
improved land  similarly  situated.  It  is  admitted  that 
the  Government  has  been  induced  to  adopt  this  maw- 
ure  by  the  most  grave  considerations.  Tb«  mMt 
prominent  of  these  was  the  necessity  of  preveating 
the  farther  increase  of  a  debt,  then  about  $28,000,000, 
strongly  affecting  the  interests  and  feelingH  of  a  great 
number  of  citizens.  If  its  increase  was  an  obysct  of 
deep  solicitude,  its  diminution,  by  an  act  of  grace 
founded  upon  equitable  principles,  will  be  in  strict  ac- 
cordance with  the  motives  in  which  that  measure 
originated.  Difficulties  may  occur  in  adjusting  the 
details  of  such  a  measure,  unless  it  be  presented  as  a 
simple  act  of  grace.  Under  thit  point  of  view,  it 
should  be  confined  io  its  operations  to  the  debtors  of 
the  Government  for  public  lands,  and  should  ailect 
them  only  to  the  extent  of  the  debts  which  they  may 
respectively  owe. 

During  the  excessive  circulation  of  bank  notes  not 
convertible  into  specie,  and  to  which  the  Government, 
from  neces^iity,  for  some  time  gave  currency,  and  the 
high  price  which  every  description  of  domestic  produce 
commanded,  large  quantities  of  public  land  were  sold 
at  public  auction  at  prices  greatly  beyond  their  real 
value.  In  many  instances,  the  first  payment  which  the 
Government  has  received  could  not  be  obtained  by  the 
purchaser,  even  if  he  were  able  to  convey  the  land  in 
fee-simple.  The  propriety  of  legislative  interference 
to  change  the  relation  between  debtor  and  creditor,  for 
the  benefit  of  either,  may  be  questioned.  Circum- 
stances, however,  may  arise,  which  will  influence  an 
upright  and  benevolent  creditor  to  relax  his  demands, 
and  to  grant  relief  to  bis  debtor  voluntarily,  which  he 
might  resist  as  an  act  of  power.  Such  is  respectfully 
conceived  to  be  the  situation  of  the  Government  in  re- 
lation to  the  purchasers  of  public  lands,  who,  in  a  mo- 
ment of  infatuation,  have  engaged  to  pay  for  a  portion 
of  the  national  domain  a  sum  greatly  beyond  its  value, 
and  which  never  will  be  paid. 

In  all  cases  of  this  kind,  the  forfeiture  of  the  sum 
already  advanced  will  inevitably  occur,  if  relief  t«aome 
extent  be  not  granted. 

In  conformity  with  the  foregoing 
ing  propositions  for  tho  relief  of 
public  laudd,  and  for  the  purpose 
payments  into  the  Treasury  in  the 
respectfully  submitted,  viz: 

1st.  That  every  purchaser  of  public  land  be 
mitted,  on  or  betora  the  30th  of  September  next,  ta 
abandon  any  legal  subdivision  of  bis  purcliase,  and 
that  the  payments  made  upon  the  part  abandoned  be 
applied  to  the  discharge  of  the  instalments  due  upoa 
the  remsinder ;  the  right  to  abandon  in  no  casa  to 
involve  any  repayment  by  the  Government  to  any  pur- 
chaser. In  all  cases  the  psrt  retsined  to  be  in  tba 
most  compact  form  that  the  situation  of  the  whale 
quantity  purchased  will  permit. 

2d.  'i'he  difference  between  the  former  and  present 
minimum  price  for  cash  payments  being  equal  to 
23,78  per  cent,  on  the  former,  it  is  respectfully  pro- 
posed, that  on  payment  of  the  whole  purchase  money 
for  any  tract  of  land  on  or  before  the  30th  day  of  Sep- 
tember next,  a  deduction  of  25  per  cent  shall  be  made, 
and  that  any  interest  which  may  have  accrued  to  the 
United  States  in  such  cases  shall  be  remitted.  An 
act  of  greater  liberality,  and  which  would  still  further 
increase  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury  during  the  naxt 
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yaar,  would  be  to  allow  a  deduction  of  37^  per  cent. 
OB  all  such  payments,  which  is  equal  to  the  diflCsrence 
between  200  and  125  cents. 

3d.  Thst  all  sums  which  may  be  due  by  purchssers 
of  public  lands,  who  shall  not  avail  themselves  of  the 
preceding  conditions,  shall  be  payable  in  ten  equal 
annual  instsImenU,  without  interest,  provided  that 
such  payments  shall  be  punctually  made  upon  the 
acveral  days  in  each  successive  year  upon  which  tho 
purchases  were  respectively  made.  Any  failure  in 
making  such  payment  to  revive  the  original  terms  and 
conditions  of  sale. 

If  these  or  analogous  provisions  should  be  adopted, 
the  payments  from  the  public  land,  during  the  yeur 
1821,  will  be  greatly  increased  ;  the  debt  due  on  that 
account  greatly  diminished ;  and  the  revenue  result- 
ing from  that  source  acquire,  in  future  years,  a  more 
uniform  character. 

If,  then  be  assumed  thst  the  revenue  which  will 
accrue  from  the  customs  will  be  equal  to  the  mean 
aum  between  seventeen  snd  twenty  millions  of  dollars, 
the  annual  revenue  for  the  four  succeeding  years  may 
be  estimated  as  follows,  viz:     .. 

Customs $18,600,000 

Public  lands 2,.')00,0i)0 

Bank  dividends  at  six  per  cent.     -         -  420,000 

Incidental  receipts         ....  80,000 

Making  an  aggregate  amount  of    •    $21,.'>00.000 


But  if  the  annual  receipts  from  the  customs  shall  be 
estimated  for  the  next  four  years  at  the  average  sum 
of  $17,000,000,  the  annual  revenue  for  that  period 
will  be  equal  to  $20,000,000. 

The  annual  expenditure  for  the  same  period  muy 
be  catimated  aa  follows,  viz  : 
Civil,  diplomstic,  and  miscellaneous      -      $2,000,000 

Public  debt 5,477,000 

War    Department,    including    fortifica- 
tions,  ordnance,  Indian   department, 

military  and  revolutionary   pensions, 

arming    the    militia,    and   arrcaragea 

prior  to  the  1st  of  Janusry,  1817,  -  5.850,000 
Naval  Department,  including  $  1 ,000,000 

for  the  permanent  increase  of  the  navy         3,430,000 

Making  the  aggregate  amount  of    -   $16,747,000 


The  balance  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  after  paying  the 
interest  of  the  funded  debt,  and  providing  for  the  an- 
nual reimbursement  of  the  six  per  cent,  deferred  stock, 
has  not,  in  this  estimate,  been  considered  as  a  charge 
upon  the  Treasury  before  the  year  1825,  as  the  price 
of  the  public  stocks  precludes  the  possibility  of  pur- 
chase within  the  rates  prescribed  by  law. 

This  estimate  is  below  that  which  is  required  for  the 
year  1821,  but  it  is  believed  to  be  less  than  the  annual 
expenditure  which  will  be  required  for  the  next  four 
years.  According  to  this  estimate,  the  means  will 
exceed  tho  indispensable  expenditure,  during  that 
period,  by  $3,253,000. 

After  the  year  1823,  the  annual  expenditure  upon 
the  navy  will  be  diminished  by  $1,000,000.  The  ex- 
penditure of  the  Government  after  that  year,  includ- 
ing the  entire  appropriation  for  the  public  debt,  is 
estimated  as  follows,  viz  : 

Civil,  diplomstic,  and  miscellaneous,     -      $2,000,000 
Public  debt, 10,000,000 


Military  Department,  including  fortifica- 
tions, ordnsnce,  Indian  Depsrtment, 
militsry  and  Revolutionary  pensions, 
arming  the  militia,  and  arrearages  prior 
to  the  1st  of  January,  1817, 

Naval   Department,      -         -         -         - 


5,850.000 
M30.000 


Making  the   aggregate  amount  of   $20,270,000 


which,  after  the  year   1824,  would  leave  an  annual 
deficit  of  $270,000. 

If  this  sum  should  not  be  met  by  the  annual  increase 
of  revenue,  resulting  from  the  increase  of  population 
during  those  and  succeeding  years,  and  the  increased 
consumption  of  foreign  articles  resulting  therefrom,  it 
may  be  supplied  by  a  corresponding  reduction  in  those 
items  of  expenditure  which  depend  absolutely  upon 
the  will  of  the  Legislature,  unconnected  with  the  ex- 
isting laws  regulating  the  permanent  expenditure. 

It  is  therefore  respectfully  submitted,  that  it  is  inex> 
pedient  to  resort,  at  tliis  time,  to  the  imposition  of  ad- 
ditional taxes  upon  the  community.  The  condition 
of  the  currency  in  several  of  the  States  of  the 
Union  furnishes  strong  inducements  to  abstain  fram 
additional  taxation  at  this  time.  The  obligation  of 
the  Government  to  receive  the  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  without  reference  to  the 
place  where  they  are  payable,  has  given  to  them 
their  universal  currency.  All  notes  issued  south  and 
west  of  Washington  have,  in  consequence  of  the  state 
of  exchange  between  those  places  and  the  commercial 
cities  to  the  east  of  this  place,  centred  in  those  cities. 
The  bank  has,  consequently,  found  itself  constrsined 
to  direct  those  branches  to  refuse  to  issue  their  notes, 
even  upon  the  deposite  of  specie.  The  effect  of  these 
cau^ses  combined  has  been  the  exclusion  from  circula- 
tion, in  all  the  States  west  and  routh  of  the  seat  of 
Government,  of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  its  offices.  In  several  of  those  States  there 
is  no  sound  paper  circulation.  To  resort  to  internal 
taxation,  under  such  circumstances,  would  be  to  require 
of  the  citizens  of  those  States  what  it  will  be  impoaai- 
ble  for  them  to  perform.  Wherever  paper  circulates 
as  money,  which  is  not  convertible  into  specie,  it  cir- 
culates to  the  exclusion  of  specie  and  of  psper  which 
is  convertible  into  gold  and  silver  coin.  In  all  suoh 
place.^,  the  payment  of  direct  or  internal  taxes  in  spe- 
cie, or  in  the  notes  of  the  Bsnk  of  the  United  States 
will  be  imprscticsble.  Prelioiinary  to  a  resort  to  inter- 
nal taxation  of  any  kind,  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  ought  to  be  amended,  so  as  to  make  the 
bills  of  all  the  offices  of  the  bank,  except  that  at  the 
seat  of  Government,  receivable  only  in^he  Slates  where 
they  are  made  payable,  and  in  the  States  and  Territo- 
ries where  no  office  is  established.  The  effect  of  this 
modification  would  be  to  make  the  notes  of  the  offices 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  except  the  office  ia 
ibis  District,  a  local  currency,  which  will  enter  and 
continue  in  the  local  circulation  of  the  States  in  which 
they  are  issued.  The  notes  thus  issued  will  render  the 
local  circulation  of  the  States  sound,  and  furnish  to  the 
citizens  the  means  of  discharging  their  contributions 
to  the  Government.  This  measure  will  also  place  the 
State  institutions  to  the  south  and  west  of  this  city  in 
a  more  eligible  situation  in  relation  to  the  offices  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  by  ensbling  them  to  adjust 
their  accounU  with  these  offices  by  the  exchange  of 
notes,  instead  of  liquidating  their  balances  by  the  pay- 
ment of  specie.     Should  it,  however,  be  judged  expe- 
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dicDt  by  the  Legisiatare  to  laj  additional  burdeas  upon 
the  people,  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  existing  or 
any  probable  future  deficiency,  it  is  regpectfully  sub 
mitted  that  the  imporUtion  of  foreign  spirits  be  pro- 
hibited, and  that  a  duty  upon  domestic  spirits,  equal 
to  the  amount  of  that  now  collected  upon  foreign  spir- 
its, and  to  such  deficiency,  be  imposed  on  the  distil- 
lation and  sale  of  domestic  spirits.  In  any  event,  a 
resort  to  loans  to  the  extent  of  the  deficiency  of  the 
year  1821  will  be  indispensable. 

Of  the  sum  of  $3,000,000,  authorized  by  the  act  of 
the  15th  May  last  to  be  raised  by  loan,  $2,000,000 
have  been  obtained  at  a  premium  of  two  per  cent.,  up- 
on stock  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per 
annum,  redeemable  at  the  will  of  the  Government,  and 
$1,000,000  at  par,  upon  stock  bearing  interest  at  the 
rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  redeemable  at  any 
time  af\er  the  Ist  day  of  January,  1832.  There  is  no 
just  reason  to  doubt  that  any  sum  which  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  be  raised  by  loan,  can  be  obtained  upon 
terras  not  less  favorable  ;  but,  as  it  is  probable  that  the 
surplus  of  the  revenue,  after  satisfying  all  demands 
upon  the  Treasury  authorized  by  existing  laws,  during 
the  years  1822,  1823,  and  1824,  will  l>e  equal  to  tbe 
redemption  of  any  debt  which  may  be  contracted  in 
1821,  it  is  respectfully  submitted  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  be  authorized  to  borrow  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  from  other  banks  or  in- 
dividuals, the  sum  which  may  be  necesFary  for  the 
service  of  that  year,  at  par,  and  at  a  rate  of  interest  not 
exceeding  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  redeemable  at  the 
will  of  the  Government. 

.All  which  IS  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
INole. — For  the  correction  of  errors  in  the  preceding 
report,  see  poit,  December  28.] 

CLAIMS  FOR  LOSSES  BY  WAR. 

Mr.  Strong,  of  New  York,  submitted  for  con- 
sideration the  following  resolution  : 

Heso/ved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  ascer- 
tain and  report  to  this  House  the  amount  of  individual 
claims  upon  the  United  States,  in  favor  of  American 
ci'izens,  growing  out  of  the  last  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, the  Creek  war,  and  the  Seminole  war ;  designating 
the  classes  of  the  claims,  and  the  names  of  the  claim- 
ants, together  with  the  sum  or  sums  which,  in  their 
opinion,  shall  be  equitably  and  fairly  due  to  each,  so 
far  as  the  same  may  be  practicable;  and,  also,  upon 
the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  same  by  issuing 
scrip,  receivable  in  payments  for  the  public  lands,  or 
in  such  other  manner  as  the  committee  may  deem  more 
advisable. 

Mr.  Anderson  objected  to  so  much  of  this  res- 
olution as  proposed  to  refer  to  a  select  committee 
what  was  expressly  the  duty  of  one  of  the  stand- 
ing committees,  viz:  an  inquiry  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  allowing  claims.  He  had  no  objection 
that  so  much  of  the  resolution  as  proposed  an  in- 
quiry into  the  extent  of  these  claims  should  go  to 
a  select  committee,  as  proposed. 

To  this  objection  Mr.  Strong  replied.  He 
thought,  where  a  general  class  of  cases  was  pro- 
posed to  be  provided  for,  the  expediency  of  such 
a  provision  would,  very  properly,  fall  within  the 
duty  of  a  special  commtttee,  rather  than  of  the 
sUnding  committee,  which  had  already  so  much 
business  before  it. 


Mr.  SiMKiNS,  considering  the  subject  of  this 
resolution  as  of  much  importance,  wished  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  deliberating  upon  it,  and,  there- 
fore, moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table  for  further  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Gross,  of  New  York,  in  opposing  the  mo- 
lion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  said  that  it 
appeared  to  him  a  great  change  had  taken  place 
in  the  mode  of  proceeding  on  this  subject.  There 
was  a  time  when  claims  of  this  sort  were  thought 
just,  and  promptly  allowed ;  then  came  a  time 
when  they  were  inquired  into,  but  relief  refused — 
now,  gentlemen  would  not  even  examine  the 
claims — which  was  the  only  object  of  this  propo- 
sition, &.C. 

Mr.  Anderson  replied  that  the  change  if  any, 
was  in  the  mode  of  bringing  the  claims  before  the 
House.  If  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  or 
any  other,  would  bring  any  claim  or  claims  before 
the  House,  in  the  usual  manner,  he  would  find  no 
objection  to  the  examination  of  them.  Mr.  A.  ad- 
mitted that  it  was  desirable  to  know  the  amount  of 
these  claims,  and  for  that  purpose  was  very  willing 
that  a  select  committee  should  be  charged  with 
the  inquiry. 

After  a  few  more  remarks,  from  Mr.  Gross,  the 
motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative  by  a  small  majority. 

COMMERCE  OF  THE  BLACK  SEA. 

Mr.  Fuller,  of  Massachusetts,  offered  for  con- 
sideration the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by 
law  such  means  as  may  be  necessary  to  obtain  for  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  the  navigation  of  the 
Euxine  sea,  and  a  participation  of  the  commerce  of 
its  porta  and  dependencies. 

Mr.  F.,  after  remarking  on  the  expediency  of  af- 
fording to  commerce,  under  present  circumstances, 
all  the  facilities  m  the  power  of  the  Government 
to  bestow,  went  on  to  say  that  our  commerce  with 
Russia,  it  was  well  known,  was,  at  present,  almost 
entirely  carried  on  through  the  Baltic  sea,  which, 
it  was  equally  well  known,  was  closed  against 
navigation  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year  by  the 
severity  of  the  climate.  The  Euxine  sea,  he  said, 
afforded  inuch  greater  facilities,  by  means  of  the 
rivers  which  fall  into  it,  for  carrying  on  the  trade 
with  Russia.  But,  not  having  any  agent  there, 
we  have  no  means  of  procuring  the  permission  to 
pass  the  straits  of  the  Dardanelles.  From  the  in- 
formation of  others,  however,  Mr.  F.  said,  he  had 
no  doubt,  that  the  requisite  permission  could  be 
obtained  by  asking  it  in  a  proper  form  and  man- 
ner. The  free  intercourse  with  the  Euxine  would, 
he  said,  be  of  much  advantage  to  us  in  another 
point  of  view.  At  present,  allour  commerce  with 
Turkey  is  carried  on  through  Smyrna.  Several 
pons  of  the  Dardanelles,  Mr.  F.  said,  would  be 
more  convenient  for  this  purpose  than  Smyrna. 
Upon  the  whole,  he  thought  it  quite  advisable  to 
have  an  inquiry  made  into  this  subject  through 
the  medium  of  a  committee  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Stevens,  of  Connecticut,  said,  in  reference 
to  Mr.  Fuller's   intimation  that  permission  to 
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pass  the  straits  could  be  obtained  if  asked  in  a 
proper  manner,  that  he  presumed  the  agent  who 
asked  it  must  go  with  something  in  hand,  and 
suggested  the  propriety  of  ascertaining,  before  they 
went  further,  what  would  be  the  costof  this  project. 

Mr.  Rhea  suggested  that  the  mover  would,  per- 
haps, get  more  directly  at  his  object  by  moving  at 
once  to  request  the  Executive  to  send  a  Minister 
to  Turkey. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Fuller  was  then  agreed  to 
without  a  division. 


Tuesday,  December  5. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  they  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and  Austin  L. 
Sands,  legal  representatives  of  Richardson  Sands, 
deceased,  and  others,"  m  which  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  containing  the  infor- 
mation required  by  the  resolution  of  the  23d  ulti- 
mo, in  relation  to  the  execution  of  the  act  of  the 
1st  of  May,  1820,  amendatory  of  the  act  for  the 
relief  of  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and 
naval  service  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  commu- 
nicating sundry  statements,  rendered  in  obedience 
to  the  resolution  of  this  House  of  the  13th  of  May 
last,  requiring  him  to  lay  before  the  House  at  the 
present  session,  a  report  of  the  quantity  of  land 
sold  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  passed  on  the 
24th  of  April,  1820,  entitled  "An  act  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands ;"  as, 
also,  the  name  of  the  purchaser ;  the  number  of 
acres  sold  to  each  individual,  or  company,  or  body 
corporate ;  the  sum  per  acre  for  which  the  same 
was  sold,  distinguishing  that  which  shall  be  sold 
at  private,  from  that  which  is  sold  at  public  sale; 
which  letter  and  statements  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting, 
in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House,  a  state- 
ment from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  of  the  number  of  claims  for  bounty  land 
which  remain  unsatisfied,  the  aggregate  number 
of  acres  necessary  to  satisfy  them,  and  the  period 
when  they  will  bie  ready. 

The  Speaker  also  communicated  to  the  House 
a  letter  from  the  Postmaster  General,  transmitting, 
in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  this  House,  a  list  of 
postmasters  who  are  also  contractors  for  carrying 
mails,  the  amount  of  their  compensation,  &c. 

Both  communications,  with  the  accompanying 
documents,  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Cook,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
reported  a  bill,  from  the  Senate,  for  the  relief  of 
Nicholas  Jarrot,  with  sundry  amendments,  which 
were  read  and  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs,  it  was — 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment be  directed  to  communicate  to  this  Hoqm 
the  latest  return  made  to  that  Department  of  the  gen- 
eral statement  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and 
its  offices  of  discount  and  deposite. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Simkins,  it  was — 
Resolved,  That  tbe  Secretary  of  War  be  requested 
to  lay  before  the  House  a  particular  statement  of  the 
expenses  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  from  the 
end  of  tbe  late  war  to  the  present  year,  including  the 
estimates  for  1821,  designating  the  expenditures  ta 
each  branch  of  the  army  for  each  year,  with  such  ex- 
planations as  may  be  necessary  to  render  the  state- 
ment clear  and  explicit.  Also,  that  he  lay  before  tbie 
House  the  amount  of  balances,  if  any  have  accrued,  in 
each  year,  from  the  moneys  appropriated  for  the  sap- 
port  of  the  army ;  in  what  way  such  balances  have 
accrued,  and  how  they  have  been  disposed  of  or  ap- 
propriated. 

WEST  POINT  AC.\DEMY. 

Mr.  Cannon  moved  the  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  House,  as  soon  as  is  practicable,  a  state- 
ment showing  the  aggregate  amount  that  haa  been 
expended  on  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  from  the  establishment  of  the 
same  to  the  present  time,  in  the  erection  of  buildings, 
barracks,  repairs  and  materials  for  the  same;  also,  the 
aggregate  amount  that  has  been  expended  in  pay,  sub- 
sistence, and  clothing,  of  the  teachers,  officers,  and 
cadets,  that  are  or  have  been  in  said  academy,  up  to 
the  present  time  ;  aUo,  the  aggregate  amount  that  has 
been  expended  on  the  quartermaster's  department  at- 
tached to  said  institution,  for  wood  and  distributing 
the  same,  forage,  transportation,  stationery,  including 
articles  used  in  the  drawing  department,  books,  math- 
ematical instruments,  printing,  and  all  other  contin- 
gencies, up  to  the  present  time ;  also,  the  number  of 
cadets  that  have  been  educated  in  said  academy, 
since  the  first  establishment,  from  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, also  the  number  from  each  State  and  Territory 
in  the  Union,  also  the  number  of  cadets  now  in  said 
academy  from  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  from  each 
of  the  States  and  Territories  respectively  ;  also,  the 
number  whohave  received  an  education  atsaid  academy 
who  are  in  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
the  appointment  each  holds,  and  the  District,  State, 
or  Territory,  they  are  from  ;  and  also  the  number  of 
orphans,  if  any,  of  those  who  have  fallen  in  the  de- 
fence of  their  country,  or  died  in  its  service,  who  have 
been  educated  in  said  academy,  or  are  now  cadets  in 
the  same,  and  the  District,  State,  or  Territory,  each  is 
from. 

Mr.  Little  wished  to  correct  the  resolution  in 
one  particular,  in  which  he  conceived  there  was  a 
misapprehension.  The  mover  was  certainly  mis- 
taken in  supposing  that  the  teachers  or  cadets  of 
the  Military  Academy  were  clothed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  the  cadets,  Mr.  L.  stated,  received  pay, 
out  of  which  they  clothed  themselves,  and  as  it 
was  not  the  fact  that  either  they  or  the  teachers  of 
the  academy  were  clothed  by  the  Government,  he 
did  not  wish  such  an  idea  to  go  abroad.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  the  gentleman  would  modify  his  resolu- 
tion by  omitting  the  call  relative  to  clothing. 
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Mr.  Cannon  referred  tea  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  made  at  ihe  last  session,  on  the  subject  of 
the  academy,  to  show  that  the  Government  was 
charged  with  clothing  for  it.  An  itena  of  the 
report  referred  to,  stated  a  disbursement  of  five 
hundred  and  some  odd  dollars  for  clothing  furnished 
the  establishment  at  West  Point.  If,  however, 
the  Government  provided  no  clothing  for  that 
institution,  the  Secretary  would  report  the  fact  to 
the  House,  so  that  the  feature  in  the  resolution 
which  was  objected  to  he  conceived  had  belter  be 
retained.  Mr.  C.  added  a  few  remarks  as  to  his 
motives  in  moving  this  resolution.     Economy  in 


the  public  disbursements  was  imperiously  called 
for  by  the  state  of  our  finances,  and,  among  the 
other  national  establishments,  he  wished  to  see  if 
any  retrenchment  could  be  made  in  the  Academy 
at  West  Pomt. 

Mr.  Little  replied,  that  there  was  a  part  of  the 
corps  of  engineers  employed  at  West  Point,  who 
were  regularly  enlisted,  as  other  soldiers,  and  were 
in  the  same  manner  clothed  by  the  Government ; 
it  was  the  clothing  for  these  soldiers,  no  doubt, 
which  formed  the  item  in  the  report  referred  to. 
The  resolution  called  for  the  expenses  of  clothing 
the  teachers  and  cadets,  and,  he  repeated,  as  no 
such  expense  existed,  he  wished  the  form  of  the 
resolution  to  correspond  with  the  fact,  and  there- 
fore moved  that  the  feature  he  objected  to  should 
be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said,  the  resolution 
ought  not  to  go  forth  in  such  a  shape  as  to  show 
ignorance  of  the  facts  on  the  part  of  the  House, 
and,  as  there  was  certainly  no  such  provision  for 
the  cadets  as  clothing,  (for  he  presumed  five  hun- 
dred dollars  would  go  very  little  way  towards 
clothing  two  hundred  and  nfty  cadets,)  he  hoped 
the  motion  of  his  colleague  (Mr.  Little,)  would 
be  agreed  to,  and  the  resolution  be  modified. 

Mr.  Cannon  assented  to  the  modification  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Little  ;  and,  thus  amended,  the 
resolution  was  agreed  to. 

AMENDMENT   TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  S.mith,  of 
North  Carolina,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
rtitution,  in  relation  to  the  election  of  Electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
and  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  Reio,  of  Georgia,  rose  in  opposition  to  the 
resolution,  and,  in  a  speech  of  near  an  hour,  sub- 
mitted his  views  of  the  impolicy  of  amending  the 
Constitution  in  the  feature  contemplated,  espe- 
cially by  substituting  the  mode  proposed  by  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  replied  to  Mr. 
R.;  and  went  into  a  defence,  considerably  at 
large,  of  the  expediency  of  the  amendment  con- 
templated by  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Barbodr,  of  Virginia,  followed,  and  went 
into  a  general  argument  against  the  proposed 
amendment  of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,  advocated 
the  resolution,  and  replied,  at  some  length,  to  the 
arguments  of  Messrs.  Reid  and  Barbour. 


Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  spoke  a  short  time 
against  the  resolution. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
resolution  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time, 
and  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and 
nays.  For  the  resolution  103,  against  it  59,  as 
follows : 

Ykas — Mesar*.  Adams,  Alien  of  New  York,  An- 
derson, .\rcher  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virgioia,  Ba< 
ker,  Ball,  Batem&n,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Brush,  Bry- 
an, BufTum,  Burton.  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler 
of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Clagett,  Cobb, 
Cocke,  Cook,  Crafts,  Crowell,  Culbreth,  Culpeper, 
Cushman,  Davidson,  Dawitt,  Dickinson,  Eddy,  Ed- 
wards of  Connecticut,  Euatis,  Fay,  Floyd,  Folger, 
Foot,  Ford,  Fuller,  Gross  of  New  York,  Guyon, 
Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hendricks,  Hooks,  Jack- 
son. Johnson,  Kendall,  Kent,  Kinaey,  Kinsley,  Little, 
Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore,  Lowndes,  Maclay,  Mc- 
Cullough,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Meigs, 
Mercer,  Monell,  Montgomery,  R.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore, 
Morton,  Moseley,  Ncale,  Nelson  of  MaasachusetU, 
Parker  of  MaseachusetU,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Rich,  Rich- 
ards, Richmond,  Robertson,  Russ,  Sawyer,  Shaw, 
Siisbee,  Simkins,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North 
Carolina,  Stevens,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Swear* 
ingen,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Up- 
ham.  Van  Rensselaer,  Walker,  Warfield,  Wendover, 
Whitman,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of 
North  Carolina. 

I^'avs — .Messrs    Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Maa- 
sachusetts,   Allen    of  Tennessee,  Baldwin.    Barbour, 
Brevard.    Brown,    Burwell,  Case,    Clark,  Crawford, 
Darlington,  Dennison,  Earle.    Edwards  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Gross  of  Pennsylvania,   Hall  of  North  Caro- 
lina,  Hazard,   Hibshman,    Hill,    Hostetter,    Jones  of 
Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,   Laihrop,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Creary,  Marcband,   Meech,  Metcalf,   S.    Moore,  Mur- 
ray, Nelson  of  Virginia.  Newton,  Overstreet,  Parker 
of  Virginia.    Patterson,    Phelps,    Phil^on,    Pinckney, 
Reed,   Rhea,  Rogers.   Roas,   Sergeant,    A.    Smyth  of 
Virginia.  Storrs,  Strong  of  New    York,  Tarr,  Terrell, 
Tompkins,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  TvUr. 
and  Wallace.  ' 

The  Speaker  announced  that  the  question  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  and,  demanding  when 
it  was  the  pleasure  of  the  House  to  have  the  reso- 
lution read  a  third  time — 

Some  discussion  arose  on  the  question  whether, 
as  the  Constitution  required  that  such  a  proposi- 
tion should  be  supported  by  two-thirds  of  both 
Houses  to  enable  it  to  pass,  a  less  number  than 
two-thirds  could  order  the  resolution  to  a  third 
reading.  Two-thirds  of  the  House  not  having 
voted  for  the  third  reading  of  the  resolution,  Mr. 
Cobb  made  the  point  of  order,  and  Messrs.  Cul- 
peper, Lowndes,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Rhea, 
and  LivERMORE,  spoke  upon  it. 

The  Speaker  decided  that  the  rules  and  prac- 
tice of  the  House  recognised  the  principle  that 
two-thirds  of  the  votes  were  required  on  the  final 
passage  of  a  resolution  proposing  to  amend  the 
Constitution ;  but  that  any  intermediate  question 
might  be  carried  by  a  majority  of  the  House.  No 
appeal  being  taken  from  the  decision  of  the 
Speaker — 
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The  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

To  obtain  a  full  vote  on  the  passage  of  this 
resolution,  which  Mr.  Simkins  deemed  of  high 
importance,  being  no  less  than  a  proposition  to 
amend  the  Constitution,  he  gave  notice  that  at 
one  o'clock  to  morrow  he  should  move  a  call  of 
the  House. 


Wednesday,  December  6. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Delaware,  Wil- 
LARD  Hall,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Beecher,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  holding 
the  district  court  in  the  district  of  Mississippi ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ca.mpbell,  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  allowing;  further  time 
to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line, 
on  continental  establishment,  their  heirs  or  assigns, 
entitled  to  bounty  lands,  within  the  tract  reserved 
by  the  State  of  Virginia,  between  the  Little 
Miami  and  Sciota  rivers,  to  complete  their  loca- 
tions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tomlinson,  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  require  that  the  collector  of  the 
customs  for  the  district  of  Sandusky  shall  reside 
at  Portland,  in  the  district  aforesaid. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Beecher,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  revising  the  laws  establishing  the 
fees  of  the  district  attorney  for  the  district  of 
Ohio,  and  as  respects  the  fees  of  the  marshal  and 
clerk  of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Ohio. 

On  motion  of  Mr.   Strong,  of  New  York,  the 
House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  sub- 
mitted by  him  on   the  4th  instant,  respecting  the 
claims  growing  out  of  the  last  war  with  Great 
Britain,  the  Creek  war,  and  the  Seminole  war; 
and  the  question  recurred,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Anderson,  to  amend  the  said  resolution,  bysjrik- 
"ng  out  the  words  following:  "together  with  the 
sunt  or  sums  which,  in  their  opinion,  shall  be 
equitable,  and  fairly  due  to  each,  so  far  as  the 
same  may  be  practicable.    And,  also,  upon  the 
expediency  of  providing  for  the  payment  of  the 
same,  by  issuing  scrip,  receivable  in  payment  for 
the  public  lands,  or  in  such  other  manner  as  the 
committee  may  deem   more  advisable."     And, 
being  taken,  it  passed  in  the   affirmative.     The 
question  was  then   put  to  agree  to  the  resolution, 
as  amended,  and  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  report  made  on  the  12th  of  May  last,  by  a 
select  committee  appointed  to  inquire  whetner 
any,  and,  if  any,  what,  further  provision  may  be 
necessary  to  give  effect  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Treaty  of  Brownstown,  in  the  Territory  of  Mich- 
igan, was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals. 
The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 


the  relief  of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and  Austin  L. 
Sands,  legal  representatives  of  Richardson  Sands, 
deceased,  and  others,"  was  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Nicholas  Jarrot,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

DUTY  ON  FRENCH  TONNAGE. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce, reported  the  following  bill  : 

Sic  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hottse  of 
Representativeft  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
Congress  assembled.  That  the  provisions  of  the  act, 
entitled  ''An  act  to  impose  a  new  tonnage  daty  on 
French  ships  and  vessels,"  passed  May  16,  1820,  ahall 
not  extend  to,  or  operate  upon,  any  French  ship  or 
vessel  that  shall  have  entered  into  any  port  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  prior  to  the  30th  day 
of  September,  1820. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  after  deducting  a  tonnage  duty 
equal  to  that  paid  by  every  French  ship  or  veaael 
which  entered  the  ports  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States  prior  to  the  passage  and  operation  of 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  impof^e  a  new  tonnage 
duty  on  French  ships  and  vessels,"  passed  May  15, 
1820,  from  the  tonnage  duty  collected  from  French 
ships  and  vessels,  by  virtue  of  the  above  recited  act, 
between  the  first  day  of  July,  1820,  and  the  .30th  day 
of  September  following,  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author* 
ized  and  directed  to  pay  and  refund  the  remainder  of 
such  tonnage  duty,  free  from  costs  and  charges,  to  any 
person  or  persons  who  shall  have  authority  to  receive 
the  same. 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

NAVAL  DISCIPLINE. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  moved  the  following 
resolution : 

Kesolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflkirs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  oi  repealing 
so  much  of  the  act  for  the  better  government  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  as  authorizes  the  infliction 
of  corporal  punishment  by  stripes  or  lashes ;  and  also 
to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  any  officer  or  private 
in  the  Navy,  who  shall  send  or  accept  a  challenge  to 
fight  a  duel,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  provided  in  the 
25th  and  26th  articles  of  the  first  section  of  the  act 
for  establishing  rules  and  articles  for  the  govemmeot 
of  the  armies  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  if  he  understood 
the  resolution,  it  proposed  a  measure  which  would 
have  the  effect  altogether  to  destroy  the  efficiency 
of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  Foot  replied  that  the  resolution  proposed 
only  an  inquiry,  the  object  of  which  was  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  an  uniformity  in  the  mode 
of  governing  the  Army  and  Navy.  In  the  act  of 
1812,  regulating  the  articles  of  war,  corporal  nun- 
ishment  in  the  Army  had  been  abolished.  Whe- 
ther it  was  expedient  to  establish  the  same  rule 
for  the  government  of  the  Navy,  or  not,  was  a 
matter  for  inquiry,  which  might  be  ascertained 
under  this  resolution. 

.  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  lay  the  res- 
olution on  the  table;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  engrossed  resolution  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  with 
respect  to  the  mode  of  election  of  Representatives 
to  Congress  and  Electors  of  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  was  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  OvERSTREET,  desiring  further  time  to  make 
up  his  mind  with  regard  to  this  question,  which 
he  considered  as  one  of  the  tirst  magnitude,  on 
which  he  had  not  yet  satisfied  himself,  moved  to 
postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion to  Monday  next. 

This  motion,  the  question  being  put,  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

Mr.  ANDERao.N,  after  expressing  his  entire  as- 
sent to  that  part  of  the  proposition  now  before  the 
House,  which  went  to  establish  a  uniform  mode 
of  election  of  Electors,  intimated  that  he  enter- 
tained some  doubts  as  to  the  remaining  part  of  it, 
which  proposed  the  same  rule  in  respect  to  Rep- 
resentatives to  Congress,  and  on  that  point  he  de- 
sired explanation.  His  objection  to  it  was,  that 
to  pas.s  it  would  be  legislating  uselessly.  By  the 
Constitution,  as  it  now  stands.  Congress  have  the 
power  to  declare  that  Representatives  to  Congress 
shall  be  elected  in  all  the  States  by  districts.  If 
in  this  respect  the  Slates  have  not,  in  our  opinion, 
done  right,  said  Mr.  A.,  we  can,  by  an  ordinary 
law,  do  it  for  them  ;  and  therefore  he  said  he 
could  see  no  reason  why  the  fundamental  charter 
need  undergo  any  revision  on  this  point.  That 
a  great  object  only  can  justify  an  alteration  or 
amendment  of  the  Constitution,  was  a  proposition 
which,  he  said,  every  gentleman  would  as.sent.  If 
no  gentleman  satisfied  his  scruples  on  this  subject, 
Mr.  A.  said,  he  should  move  a  recommitment  of 
this  resolution  to  a  committee,  with  instructions  to 
strike  out  that  part  of  it  to  which  he  had  taken 
exception. 

Mr.  LiN.N  then  rose  and  said  that,  for  the  very 
reason  that  the  gentleman  had  given  as  an  objec- 
tion to  it,  he  wished  the  postponed  amendment  to 
succeed.    It  was  true,  that  Congress  possessed  the 
power  to  district  the  States,  or  otherwise  provide 
the  mode  of  elections  of  Representatives  to  Con- 
gress.    But  he  had  ever  considered  it  a  most  dan- 
gerous   power — a   power   liable    to    the   greatest 
abuses.     They  might   require  every  voter  in  the 
State  to  repair  to  the  seat  of  government  of  the 
State  to  vote,  or  lose  his  vote  entirely.     With  re- 
^rd  to  the  Electors,  too,  he  had  always  believed 
It  to  be  the  true  spirit  and  intention  of  the  original 
constitution,   that  the   people  should  choose  the 
Electors.     Instead  of  that,  we  now  found  that,  in 
several  of  the  States,  the  Legislatures  choose  the 
Electors,  and  the  people  have  nothing  to  do  with 
it.     For  these  reasons,  he  was  in  favor  of  the  res- 
olution;  and  he  should  hope  that  it  would  receive, 
not  only  a  Constitutional   majority  of  votes    hut 
that  it  would  pass  unanimously. 

Mr.  SiMKiNs,  with  a  view  that  all  gentlemen 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  giving  a  decisive 
vote  on  this  question,  and  not  b«  obliged  to  vote 
before  they  were  fully  prepared,  moved  that  the 
.ggjution  be  postponed  to  this  day  week. 


Mr.  EusTis  supported  the  postponement,  on  the 
ground  of  courtesy  towards  gentlemen  who  de- 
clared that  they  were  not  satisfied  as  to  the  Tote 
they  ought  to  give. 

Mr.  FLOvn  was  ready  to  postpone  this  resolu- 
tion on  the  ground  now  stated — the  more  readily 
as  the  public  interest  did  not  require  its  passage 
at  this  day  in  preference  to  a  later  day  in  the 
session.  For  himself,  Mr.  F.  said  he  snould  be 
unwilling  to  give  this  Government  any  Twore  power 
than  it  already  possesses.  He  should  be  unwil- 
ling to  make  this  Government  more  strong  than 
it  is.  He  had  voted  yesterday  for  the  third  read- 
ing of  this  resolution,  but  it  was  under  a  convic- 
tion that,  in  doing  so,  he  was  voting  to  give  no 
more  power  to  the  General  Government  than  it 
already  had.  When  our  Constitution  was  framed, 
its  authors  were  aware  that  difficulties  might 
arise  in  respect  to  the  election  of  Representa- 
tives, and  they  gave  the  power  to  Congress  which 
it  now  has.  If  it  does  possess  the  power  to  dis- 
trict the  States,  the  Constitution  cannot  do  more 
if  amended  as  proposed;  but,  the  advantages  of 
putting  this  provision  into  the  body  of  the  Con- 
stitution are,  that  in  times  of  difficulty,  if  violent 
parties  should  arise,  and  we  cannot  expect  other- 
wise, the  large  States  may,  to  effect  some  ambi- 
tious purpose,  change  their  own  institutions,  and 
Congress,  partaking  of  the  same  spirit,  may  repeal 
or  enact  laws  directing  the  mode  oi  election  of  Rep- 
resentatives as  may  best  suit  their  purposes.  But,  if 
such  a  clause  as  is  now  proposed  be  inserted  in 
the  Constitution,  such  a  power  in  this  House,  ca- 
pable of  being  so  dangerously  employed,  would  be 
destroyed. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  the  simple 
objects  which  he  had  in  view,  were,  first,  in  re- 
gard to  the  election  of  President,  to  give  the  mi- 
nority as  well  as  the  majority  of  the  people  of 
every  State,  a  chance  of  being  heard.  With  re- 
gard to  the  election  of  Representitives,  he  well 
Knew  that  the  Constitution  gave  to  Congress  the 
power  of  prescribing  the  mode,  and  it  was  to 
guard  again>t  that  verv  power  that  he  wished  the 
amendment  to  prevail.  He  was  unwilling,  for 
one,  that  Congress  should  ever  exercise  that 
power;  because  they  might,  as  had  been  sug- 
gesfed,  exercise  it  in  a  despotic  and  dangerous 
manner. 

The  motion  for  postponement  to  Wednesday 
next  was  agreed  to— -85  to  47.  , 

MISSOURI. 

The  House  having,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndbs, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  resolution  declaring  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  States,  having  been  read — 

Mr.  L0WNDE8  rose,  and  delivered  a  speech  of 
nearly  two  hours  in  length,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  brief  sketch  : 

The  first  observations  of  Mr.  L.  were  lost  to  the 
reporter,  from  the  confusion  arising  from  members 
changing  their  seats,  dec.  When  Mr.  L's  obser- 
vations became  audible,  be  was  speaking  of  the 
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difficulty  under  which  he  should  labor,  in  what 
he  had  to  say,  from  being  obliged  to  direct  his 
observations  to  arguments  not  yet  urged,  and  in 
regard  to  which  he  must  depend  upon  what  he  had 
heard  in  other  quarters,  and  upon  conjecture. 

In  the  outset,  he  said,  he  was  met  by  an  objec- 
tion of  a  general  nature,  applicable  to  other  cases 
as  well  as  that  now  presented  to  the  House.  He 
could  not  doubt,  he  said,  from  what  he  had  heard, 
that  there  were  members  of  the  House  who  con- 
sidered themselves  bound  by  the  same  principles 
which  influenced  them  at  the  last  session,  to  rote 
at  this  session  a^inst  the  resolution  declaring  the 
admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union.  On  this 
point,  he  addressed  himself  to  the  moderation  and 
good  sense  of  the  House — of  those  gentlemen  par- 
ticularly who  believed  the  constitution  framed  by 
Missouri  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  principles  of 
our  Grovernment,  to  say,  whether  it  was  not  in- 
consistent with  the  character  of  our  Government, 
and  of  all  Governments,  that  questions  once  de- 
cided by  the  legitimate  authority  of  the  country 
should  be  considered  as  yet  open,  or  inconclusive  ? 
Did  not  such  a  course  of  reasoning  lead  to  the 
conclusion  that  ail  the  acts  of  the  Government 
were  binding  only  on  the  majority  who  voted  for 
them  ?  That  all  compacts  are  void,  for  example, 
as  to  the  minority  which  refuses  to  sanction  them  ? 
Suppose,  in  regard  to  a  debt  incurred  in  carrying 
on  a  war,  a  party  subsequently  in  power  were  to 
say — w  did  not  vote  for  the  debt ;  v>e  did  not  sup- 
port the  war  ;  we  are  not  bound  to  pay  the  debt. 
Would  such  an  argument  be  entitled  to  respect? 
Take,  for  an  example,  the  debt  incurred  in  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain  :  was  it  not  essential  to 
the  characttT  of  the  nation  that  that  debt  should 
be  considered  obligatory  as  well  upon  those  who 
approved,  as  on  tnose  who  disapproved,  the  pur- 
pose for  which  the  debt  was  contracted  ?  And 
were  all  the  members  of  this  and  the  other  House 
not  equally  bound  by  the  act  of  the  last  session  re- 
specting Missouri  ?  Whether  we  ought  or  ought 
not  to  have  given  to  the  people  of  Missouri  the 
power  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
naent,  we  have  given  it.  Whether  or  not  we  in- 
dividually wished  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution, 
the  authority  to  do  so  was  given  by  Congress. 
The  constitution  was  formed,  and  Congress  were 
now  asked  to  declare  that  it  was  so.  For  himself, 
Mr.  L.  went  on  to  say,  he  believed  that  the  law  of 
the  last  session  gave  Missouri  a  right  to  form  a 
constitution  ;  and  that,  having  done  so,  she  is  now 
a  State. 

If  you  look  at  the  course  which  Congress  has 
pursued  hitherto,  it  will  be  found  that,  on  elevating 
territories  from  the  grade  and  dependence  of  a  ter- 
ritorial government.  Congress  has  done  no  more 
than  emancipate  them  from  its  control.  On  doing 
this,  said  Mr.  L.,  you  have  reserved  nothing  like 
an  authority  to  remand  them  to  their  colonial  con- 
dition. You  have  determined,  in  such  case,  by 
the  act  of  allowing  the  territory  to  form  a  consti- 
tution, that,  for  certain  purposes,  she  is  an  inde- 
pendent State.  In  the  act  of  the  last  session,  it 
would  be  found,  on  referring  to  it,  there  was  no 
difference  between  the  mode  of  legislation  in  Mis- 


souri, and  that  which  had  occurred  in  regard  to 
the  oldest  of  the  States  admitted  into  the  Union. 
Comparing  that  act  with  other  acts  for  the  admis- 
sion of  States,  it  would  be  found  to  confer  the 
same  powers  and  impose  the  same  restrictions.  It 
was  impossible  to  distinguish,  in  any  manner,  be- 
tween tne  power  which  had  been  given  to  Mis- 
souri and  that  which  had,  in  like  circumstances, 
been  granted  to  the  oldest  of  the  new  States.  Mr. 
L.  went  on  to  quote  the  cases  of  admission  of  States 
into  the  Union.  He  referred  to  that  of  Ohio.  The 
act  for  her  admission  was  couched  in  the  broadest 
term.s,  requiring  the  convention,  as  usual,  first  to 
determine  the  question  whether  it  was  expedient 
to  form  a  constitution.  Although  the  mere  act 
for  the  admission  of  a  territory  into  the  Union  does 
not  make  her  a  State,  inasmuch  as  her  acceptance 
of  the  offer  is  required,  yet,  at  the  moment  that 
she  declares  that  it  is  expedient  to  form  a  consti- 
tution— at  that  precise  moment  she  acquires  all  the 
rights  of  a  State.  The  people  of  Missouri,  as  of 
every  other  admitted  State,  at  that  moment  ac- 
quired rights  which  it  is  not  competent  for  the 
legislature  of  this  country — which  it  is  not  compe- 
tent, upon  the  principles  which  we  hold  sacred,  for 
any  legislature  under  Heaven  to  divest  them  of. 

Before  he  proceeded  further  to  refer  to  the  prac- 
tice of  former  times,  Mr.  L.  said  he  would  notice 
an  argument  which  he  had  heard  suggested,  which 
was  in  some  degree  a  verbal  one.     It  is  said  that 
the  words  of  the  law  in  regard  to  the  admission  of 
Missouri  are  prospective ;  that   the  Constitution 
says  that  Congress  may  admit  new  States  into  the 
Union  ;  that  no  authority  but  Congress  can  admit 
them  ;  that  Congress  has  not  admitted  Missouri 
into  the  Union  ;  and  that  it  is  necessary  she  should 
now  address  Congress  and  obtain  its  consent  to 
her  coming  into  the  Union.     It  is  true,  Mr.  L.  said, 
that  the  law  provides  that  Missouri  "shall"  be 
admitted ;  that  is,  prospectively  as  to  the  date  of 
the  law.     It  is  true,  also,  that  new  States  can  be 
admitted  into  the  Union  only  by  Congress.     But 
that  admission  may  be  from  the  time  the  law 
passes,  or  on  the  performance  of  a  condition,  what- 
ever that  condition  may  be.     There  was  nothing, 
Mr.  L.  argued,  in  the  law  of  the  last  session,  to 
show  that  the  act  of  admission  was  not  complete 
on  the  part  of  Congress  when  that  law  passed, 
although  it  did  refer  to  a  future  time.     That  this 
was  a  just  construction  of  the  matter,  he  said,  was 
obvious  by  a  reference  to  former  examples.     In  the 
case  of  Kentucky,  for  example,  her  admission  into 
the  Union  was  deferred,  by  the  act  of  Congress 
authorizing  it,  he  did  not  know  how  many  months, 
but  more  than  a  year  after  the  passage  of  the  act. 
Nothing  more  was  necessary,  after  the  passage  of 
the  act  for  the  admission  of  Missouri,  than  a  lapse 
of  time  sufficient  for  the  determination  of  the j>eo- 
pie  to  be  ascertained,  whether  they  chose  to  form 
a  constitution  or  not. 

But  his  strongest  argument,  Mr.  L.  said  he  was 
aware,  must  be  derived  from  the  course  pursued  by 
Congress  in  former  times.  He  disclaimed  any 
particular  devotion  to  precedent ;  but,  in  a  time 
when  parties  were  as  firmly  marshalled  as  they 
were  on  this  subject  at  the  last  session  ;  when  the 
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true  import  of  the  Constitution  was  contested  by  j 
nearly  equal  parties  on  this  floor  ;  when  geograph- 
ical Imes  were  observable  in  the  division  of  opin- 
ion, it  was  wise,  it  was  becoming,  to  look  to  what 
had  been  the  practice  in  former  times,  when  no 
causes  existed  so  likely  to  disturb  and  mislead  the 
sober  judgment.  Every  man  ought  to  examine 
the  record  of  those  days,  and  rather  lean  to  a  deci- 
sion consistent  with  them. 

Referring,  then,  for  illustration,  to  the  case  of 
Ohio,  after  she  had  formed  a  constitution  and 
State  government,  although  no  resolution  had 
passed  declaring  her  admission  into  the  Union,  it 
became  necessary  to  pass  a  law  to  extend  over  her 
territory  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and  the  preamble  to  that  law  recites 
that  the  people  did,  on  a  certain  day,  form  a  con- 
stitution and  State  government,  and  give  a  name, 
whereby  the  said  Slate  has  become  one  of  the 
United  Stales — that  is,  by  the  act  of  forming  a 
constitution.  And  such,  Mr.  L.  said,  was  the 
principle  on  which  the  United  States  had  always 
acted.  But,  he  said,  the  preamble  was  interesting, 
not  only  because  it  confirmed  his  argument  in  the 
main,  but  also  marked  the  time  and  circumstance 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress  at  that  time, 
made  a  people  a  Slate,  viz.,  the  day  on  which  u 
constitution  is  formed,  and  the  act  of  forming  it. 

The  proof  afforded  by  other  precedents,  how- 
ever, that  a  people  became  a  State  on  forming  a 
constitution  under  the  authority  of  Congress,  was 
still  lets  equivocal  than  that  which  had  been  cited. 
In  every  instance,  and,  as  tar  as  he  knew,  without 
an  attempt  at  resistance,  whenever  such  a  consti- 
tution has  been  formed  by  a  Territory,  they  have 
not  only  been  considered  a  State,  but  the  elections 
which  they  have  made  under  their  constitution 
have  been  held  to  be  good.  If,  by  the  act  of  form- 
ing a  constitution,  they  have  not  become  inde- 
pendent States,  how  has  it  happened  that,  without 
a  single  exception,  they  have  elected  their  own 
governors,  judges,  dec,  and  their  acts  have  been 
Constitutional  and  valid  ?  Can  it  be  said  of  all 
these  cases  that  Coa^ress,  knowing  these  territo- 
rial people  had  usurped  the  powers  of  Stales,  would 
have  silently  submitted  to  it  7  Their  having  done 
so  was  the  strongest  proof  that  every  one  of  these 
States  had,  in  theopinionof  Congress,  of  the  Stale 
governments,  and  of  the  people,  the  powers  which 
they  exercised. 

Mr,  L.  said  he  knew  there  were  persons  who 
believed  that  the  people  of  Missouri  Territory  do 
not  become  a  State  until,  by  an  act  posterior  to 
the  formation  of  their  constitution,  Congress  de- 
clares their  admission.  Mr.  L.  said  he  could  not 
admit  this.  It  was  disproved  by  the  uniform  lan- 
guage of  precedents.  The  acquiescence  of  Con- 
gress m  their  elections  of  Senators  and  Represent- 
ative to  Congress  disproved  it.  These  elections, 
held  previous  to  the  submission  of  their  constitu- 
tions to  Congress,  had  uniformly  been  held  valid. 
Who  are  Senators?  They  are  deputed  by  the 
States  composing  the  Union  to  represent  them  in 
Congress.  If  Stales  only  can  vote  for  Senators, 
the  uniform  practice  of  recognising  all  such  elec- 
tions as  are  subsequent  to  the  adoption  of  a  consti- 


tution, is  conclasive  enough  that  they  who  choose 
them  were  already  in  the  condition  of  States.     In 
the  case  of  Kentucky,  indeed,  without  any  declara- 
tory resolution,  without  any  thing  like  a  formal 
acknowledgment  of  her  being  a  State,  but  by  vir- 
tue of  an  act  declaring,  prospectively,  that  when 
she  had  formed  a  constitution  she  should   be  a 
State,  she  was  admitted  without  further  legisla- 
tion.    In  the  case  of  Indiana,  there  was  a  yet  more 
formal  and  authoritative  exposition  of  the  prin- 
ciple for  which  Mr.  L.  contended.     In  the  case  of 
Indiana,  the  piactice  of  a  declaration  of  admission 
first  occurred,  which  had  been  since  followed  in 
other  cases.     Properly  viewed,  that  declaration, 
Mr.  L.  said,  was  only  a  form  of  notification  to  the 
other  States — a  proclamation  by  Congress  to  the 
Union,  of  the  admission  of  another  State  into  the 
family.     That  such  was  the  light  in  which  it  was 
viewed  on  this  first  occasion  on  which  it  was  em- 
ployed, was  evident  from  the  fact,  that  the  resolu- 
tion of  declaration  passed  on  the  11th  December, 
1816,  and  the  representative  from  the  State  was 
admitted  to  his  seat  on  the  2d  December,  nine  days 
preceding;  so  that  it  was  evident  the  declaratory 
resolution  was  then  regarded  as  a  matter  of  form 
and  notification  merely.  But  there  was  .still  stronger 
proof,  in  the  case  of  Indiana,  of  his  position.     In 
counting  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent a  ^w  days  after  the  above  date,  those  of  In- 
diana, given  before  the  passage  of  the  declaratory 
resolution,  were  received  and  counted.    If  a  people 
may  rightfully,  and  even  without  objection,  elect 
a  Governor,  Legislature,  and  Judges — may  elect 
and  send  to  Congress  Senators  and  Representative, 
and,  finally,  may   vole   for   President   and  Vice 
President — upon  what  principle  will  it  be  said  that 
a  people,  enjoying  and  exercising  all  these  rights, 
are  not  a  Stale ;  or  that  to  constitute  them  a  State, 
requires  the  further  interposition  of  this  House? 
He  could  not  admit  it,  he  repeated. 

These  observations,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  had  made 
with  a  view  to  show  how  little  foundation  there 
was  for  an  opinion,  which  he  had  understood  was 
not  uncommon,  that  the  act  of  the  last  session  was 
merely  a  suggestion  to  the  people  of  Missouri  that 
they  might  form  a  constitution  if  it  pleased  them, 
and  that,  if  that  constitution  met  the  approbation 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  at  their 
next  session,  they  should  then  be  admitted  into  the 
Union. 

Another  circumstance,  Mr.  L.  said,  showed,  be- 
yond dispute,  that  it  was  not  intended  by  this 
House,  in  passing  the  act  of  the  last  session,  merely 
to  give  authority  to  the  people  of  Missouri  to  pro- 
pose a  constitution,  bat  that  it  was  intended  to 
confer  on  Missouri,  by  that  act,  all  the  rights  which 
the  oldest  and  proudest  States  of  the  Union  are 
supposed  to  possess.  When  that  act  was  under 
consideration,  it  appears  by  the  Journal  of  this 
House  that  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Taylor  to 
amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  these  words,  "And 
the  said  State,  when  formed,  shall  be  admitted  into 
the  Union  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,  in  all  respects  whatever,"  and  inserting,  in 
lieu  thereof,  those  which  follow :  "And  if  the  same 
(that  isj  the  constitution)  shall  be  approved  by  Con- 
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cress,  the  said  Territory  shall  be  admitted  into  the 
Union  as  a  State,  upon  the  same  footing  as  the 
original  States;"  the  difference  being  that,  in  the 
bill  as  it  stood,  (the  arias  it  now  stands,)  we  made 
her  a  State,  and  in  tliC  other  we  were  to  give  her 
authority  to  form  a  constitution,  and  leave  our  ap- 
probation to  be  a  condition  of  its  final  admission. 
A  very  large  majority,  (125  to  49,)  even  at  that 
time  of  strong  excitement  and  nearly  equal  division 
of  opinion  with  respect  to  the  restriction,  voted  in 
the  negative. 

The  substance  of  Mr.  L's.  argument  then  was, 
he  said,  that,  by  the  act  authorizing  the  people  of 
Missouri  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, certain  rights  were  given  to  them ;  by  the 
former  practice  of  the  Government,  he  had  en- 
deavored to  show  that  the  mere  circumstance  of  as- 
senting to  the  proposition  of  Congress  was  enough 
to  constitute  the  people  a  State,  the  act  of  decla- 
ration, now  proposed  to  the  House,  being  mere 
surplusage.     Missouri  had,  then,  a  right  to  form  a 

government  absolutely  and  inalienably.  If  she 
ad  not  now  the  rights  of  a  State,  let  it  be  shown 
how  she  had  lost  them.  It  is  contrary  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Constitution,  contrary  to  the  genius 
of  our  Government,  that,  having  once  given  them 
the  right  of  self-government.  Congress  can  now 
take  It  from  them. 

Considering  this  question  as  settled,  the  next 
important  question  was,  whether  the  constitution 
formed  by  the  State  of  MisNouri  becomes  void  by 
the  admission  into  it  of  a  clause  not  compatible 
with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  ad- 
mitting, for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  such  is  the 
fact. 

Whether  that  particular  clause  of  the  Constitu- 
tion to  which  exception  was  understood  to  be 
taken  was  Constitutional  or  not,  the  interest  of 
the  nation,  justice  to  Missouri,  and  respect  for 
itself,  required  that  the  House  should  not  under- 
take to  decide.  In  taking  this  ground,  Mr.  L. 
said  he  knew  he  should  be  considered  by  some  as 
evading  the  performance  of  a  duty  which,  in  the 
present  case,  they  supposed  to  be  devolved  on  this 
House.  On  this  account  he  should  attempt  to 
show  that  no  duty  devolved  on  this  House  to  ex- 
press an  opinion  with  respect  to  that  clause  ;  and 
intimated  that  he  could  show,  were  it  necessary, 
that  similar  provisions  were  contained  in  various 
acts  of  the  United  States  to  which  exception  had 
been  taken  in  neither  House.  The  clause  of  the 
Missouri  constitution  to  which  he  referred  was 
that  n-quiring  the  Legislature  to  pass  laws  to  pro- 
hibit the  settlement  of  free  negroes  in  the  State, 
which  was  supposed  to  conflict  with  the  provision 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  which 
{wovides  that  "the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be 
entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of 
citizens  in  the  several  States."  Mr.  L.  here  went 
into  an  argument  of  some  detail,  the  amount  of 
which  was,  that,  as  to  numbers,  a  very  large  ma- 
jority of  the  free  blacks  in  the  United  States  were 
not  considered  citizens  in  their  respective  States; 
and  that,  in  construing  any  general  provision  of  a 
constitution,  it  was  fair  to  consider  it  as  having  a 
general  application,  and  not  as  being  withont  ex- 
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'  ceptions.    In  any  view  there  could   be  nothing 

;  more  clear  than  that,  if  the  objected   provision 

]  was  capable  of  a  construction  which  would  recon- 

;  cile  it  with  the  Constitution,  it  ought  to  receive 

1  that  construction.     For  example,  in  this  case  of 

!  Missouri,  he  thought  it  might  be  quite  fair  to  say 

I  that  that  provision  respecting  free  people  of  color 

;  must  be  construed  liberally,  as  intending  to  ex- 

:  empt  from  its  operation  such  of  them  as  were 

1  citizens  in  other  States.     However  this  might  be, 

he  contended,  as  the  committee  had  laid  it  down 

in  their  report,  that  it  was  a  question  not  for  this 

House,  but  for  a  different  tribunal  to  determine. 

But  Mr.  L.  said  there  were  many  who  object  to 
this  course — the  course  pursued  in  all  other  cases — 
who  allow  that  the  judiciary  could,  with  more 
ease,  certainiv,  uniformity,  and  effect,  expound 
Constitutional  law,  but  contend  that  we  must 
decide  whether  the  provision  in  question  be  Con- 
stitutional or  not.  We  must  express  an  opinion 
on  it,  however  inexpedient,  because  it  is  our  duty. 
Now,  Mr.  L.  said  he  did  not  see  that  having  de- 
clared that  the  people  of  Missouri  should  form  a 
constitution  and  State  government,  imposed  on 
this  House  the  duty  of  construing  law  in  this 
more  than  any  other  case.  It  might  be  consid- 
ered rather  an  objection  to  it,  inasmuch  as,  in 
doing  so,  they  would  have  to  expound  the  law 
themselves  had  made — no  principle  being  better 
established  than  that  the  authority  which  forms 
the  law  should  not  construe  nor  apply  it.  The 
true  question  in  this  case  then  was,  which  was 
the  best  tribunal  to  decide  the  question  respecting 
this  disputed  clause  of  the  Missouri  constitution. 
If  it  were  asked  whether  this  House,  or  the  Sen- 
ate, or  the  Judiciary  of  the  country,  were  the  best 
?|ualified  to  expound  a  law,  there  would  be  no  dif- 
ierence  of  opinion  on  the  question.  It  must,  then, 
be  a  consideration  of  paramount  duty  only  on  the 
part  of  this  House  to  decide  upon  it,  which  could 
induce  it  to  undertake  the  exposition  of  a  law  in 
respect  to  the  construction  of  which  there  was  a 
doubt. 

Mr.  L.  then  examined,  somewhat  at  large,  the 
question,  whether  a  judicial  or  legislative  tribunal 
be  the  most  ca{>able  to  decide  correctly  such  a 
question  as  was  supposed  to  be  presented   by  the 

Srticular  clause  in  the  Constitution  of  Missouri, 
e  argued,  from  the  inability  of  either  branch  of 
Congress  to  act  independently  on  any  such  ques- 
tion, from  their  inability  to  act  with  uniformity, 
&c.,  that  they  were  not  the  proper  bodies  to  be 
charged  with  judicial  investigations.  And  why, 
he  asked,  the  rights  of  all  the  States  being  equal, 
should  those  of  Missouri  be  subject  to  an  adjudi- 
cation different  from  that  to  which  other  States 
are  subject?  The  rights  of  the  old  States  were 
subject  to  judicial  decision ;  and  no  man  would 
pretend  that,  in  respect  to  any  old  State,  Delaware 
for  example,  her  Constitution  could  be  suspended, 
that  her  Senators  and  Representatives  should  be 
excluded  from  these  Halls,  on  Congress  thinking 
they  had  discovered  something  not  altogether 
right  in  her  constitution.  It  was  an  essential  ob- 
jection to  the  power  now  claimed  for  Congress, 
that,  if  allowed,  it  would  be  a  power  to  be  exer- 
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cised  in  a  nevr  State,  which  none  would  pretend 
it  could  exercise  in  an  old  one.  Upon  every  con- 
sideration, of  which  he  urged  several  others,  he 
was  in  favor  of  leaving  the  matter  with  the  Judi- 
ciary, where,  and  where  only,  in  his  opinion,  it 
properly  belonged. 

The  principles  which  had  influenced,  from  time 
to  time,  the  conduct  of  the  different  branches  of 
the  Government,  would  lead  to  the  same  conclu- 
sion. At  the  time  of  the  formation  of  ihe  Federal  j 
Constitution,  (to  go  back  to  that  date,)  it  was  fore-  j 
seen  that  there  might  be  a  disposition,  at  some 
future  day,  in  some  or  other  of  the  States,  to 
break  over  the  barriers  of  the  Constitution  about 
to  be  formed,  &c.,  and  a  provision  was  introduced 
prescribing  a  mode  of  deciding  controversies  of 
that  description.  If,  in  all  other  cases  of  Consti- 
tutional questions,  it  has  been  provided  that  they 
shall  be  decided  by  the  Judiciary,  the  reason  must 
apply  and  be  conclusive  why  this  body  should  not 
undertake  to  decide  a  Constitutional  question  in 
the  case  of  Missouri.  Justice  requires  that  those 
who  have  the  same  rights  shall  have  their  rights 
decided  by  the  same  tribunal. 

If.  however,  the  only  objection  to  the  passage 
of  the  resolution  now  under  cons  deration  was, 
that  an  inference  might  be  drawn,  from  the  silence 
of  Congress,  that  they  approved  the  exceptionable 
provision  in  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  Mr.  L. 
suggested  that  some  mode  might  be  adopted  by 
which  the  objection  on  this  point  might  be  ex- 
plained. He  should  himself,  as  an  individual, 
with  the  utmost  reluctance  express  any  opinion 
on  the  subject,  and  he  thought  it  would  be  exceed- 
ingly unwise  in  Congress  to  do  so.  There  would 
be  no  end  to  such  a  course.  There  were  in  the 
constitution  of  Missouri,  and  of  every  State  in 
the  Union,  clauses  to  which  some  might  take  ex- 
ception, of  which  Mr.  L.  instanced  the  provisions 
respecting  banks,  &c.,  which  some  believed  the 
States  had  no  right  to  establish.  Every  consider- 
ation of  prudence  and  propriety,  in  his  opinion, 
forbade  from  interposing  in  the  present  instance. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  did  admit,  however,  that  there 
might  be  cases  in  which  Congress  might  find  it 
to  be  their  duty  to  interpose,  on  the  moment  of 
admission  of  new  States  into  the  Union.  For  in- 
stance, if,  in  relation  to  the  term  of  Senators,  or 
any  other  provision  which,  from  its  character, 
could  not  be  brought  before  the  Supreme  Court,  the 
new  constitution  were  incompatible  with  that  of 
the  United  States,  it  was  his  opinion  it  would  be 
a  good  reason  why  Congress  should  interfere. 
Nor  did  he  think  this  was  at  all  inconsistent  with 
the  ground  be  had  already  taken,  if  for  no  other 
reason  than  that  the  judicial  tribunal  could  de- 
cide the  question  now  agitated,  and  decide  it  bet- 
ter than  this  House.  Ihe  duty  of  Congress,  in 
this  respect,  begins  where  that  of  the  Judiciary 
ends. 

Referring  to  his  former  remark,  that  gentlemen 
would  do  well  to  satisfy  themselves  that  their 
opinions  were  not  the  eflect  of  prejudice,  by  exam- 
ining what  was  the  conduct  oi  their  predecessors 
in  more  quiet  times,  Mr.  L.  said  he  would  turn  to 
the  case  of  the  second  new  State  which  was  ad- 


mitted into  the  Union,  and  the  objections  to  whose 
admission  were  removed  in  the  way  proposed  in 
the  present  case.     Tennessee,  without  waiting  for 
a  law  of  Congress  to  authorize  her,  held  a  conven- 
tion, formed  a  constitution,  and  sent  it  on  to  Con- 
gress.    The  objection  was  made  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina, 
that  the  constitution  of  Tennessee  was  incompat- 
ible with  that  of  the  United  States  ;  to  which  Mr. 
Baldwin  replied,  that,  if  there  should  be  things  in 
the  constitution  of  Tennessee  not  compatible  with 
the   Constitution  of  the  United  States,  "  it  was 
well  known  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  would  be  paramount — they  can  therefore 
be  of  no  effect."     He  quoted  this  to  show,  that  this 
suggestion  of  referring  the  question  to  another  tri- 
bunal than  this,  was  not  an  expedient  to  get  over 
this  case,  but  one  which  had  prevailed  in  the  early 
days  of  the  Republic.     The  conflict  between  the 
constitution  of  Tennessee,  however,  and  that  of 
the  United  States,  was  much  more  unequivocal 
than  in  the  present  case,  and  so  far  the  present 
case  is  more  favorably  presented  to  Congress  than 
was  that  of  Tennessee.     In  the  latter  case,  the 
Legislature  were  required  to  provide  some  means 
by  which  the  State  of  Tennessee  should  be  sued 
in  its  courts,  with  a  proviso  that  this  advantage 
should  be  confined  to  citizens  of  that  State,  and 
not  extended  to  those  of  other  States.     Here  was 
a  direct  conflict  w  ith  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  whilst  thatof  Missouri  is  only  construc- 
tive.    Yet,  in  that  case,  the  question  ol  Constitu- 
tional law  was  left  to  those  who  were  most  likely 
to  decide  correctly,  and  withal  competent  to  en- 
force their  decision — that  is,  to  the  Supreme  Judi- 
cial Tribunal.     He  thought  it  perfectly  compatible 
with  the  most  nice   and  rigid  sense  of  duty  for 
Congress  to  do  the  same  in  the  case  now  before 
them. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  knew  an  objection  had  been  taken 
to  leaving  the  Judiciary  to  sustain  a  conflict  with 
I  a  btate,  in  regard  to  the  conformity  of  its  Consti- 
I  tution  to  that  of  the  United  States.     But,  surely, 
if  in  regard  to  all  other  States,  it  noAv  has  that 
I  authority,  there  can  be  no  hardship  in  leaving  the 
!  same  power  with  it,  in  regard  to  the  new  States. 
I      Mr.  L.  said  the   views  he  had  expressed  were 
I  founded  on  the  belief  that  Missouri  was  now,  to  all 
:  intents  and  purposes,  a  State.     But,  he  said,  if  he 
I  did  not  believe,  that,  under  the  act  of  last  session, 
I  Missouri  is  a  State  already  ;  if  he  thought  she  was 
:  only  a  State  in  fact  and  not  a  State  in  right,  he 
i  should  have  the  same  opinion  as  he  had  now  ex- 
pressed.    She  has  her  own  government,  legisla- 
ture, and  judiciary,  and  exercises  all  the  rights  of 
!  a  sovereign  State.     In  this  case,  as  in  the  other, 
j  he  should  think  it  expedient  to  pronounce  on  the 
Constitutional  question;  becau.se,should  that  clause 
!  be  excepted  from  the  recognition,  it  could  be  rein- 
I  stated  on  her  becoming  a  State,  without  the  power 
'  of  Congress  to  prevent  it ;  and  the  question  muet 
I  at  last  be  decided  by  the  Judiciary,  the  only  com- 
petent tribunal. 
I      Mr.  L.  here  concluded  his  remarks,  reserving 
for  a  future  occasion  the  answers  to  objection! 
1  which  he  might  not  have  anticipated.    And,  oo 
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motion  of  Mr.  Serobant,  the  C(MDmiltee  rose,  and 
the  House  adjourned. 


Thdrsday,  December  7. 

Two  other  members  appeared  and  took  their 
seals,  to  wit;  from  Pennsylvania,  Andrew Boden; 
and  from  Kentucky,  Benjamin  Hardin, 

Mr.  Pinckney  presented  a  memorial  and  peti- 
tion of  the  inhabiiants  of  the  city  of  Charleston, 
in  South  Carolina,  in  opposition  to  any  increase 
of  the  tariff  of  duties  on  imports,  by  way  of 
protection  to  the  manufacturing  interest  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  South  Carolina,  presented  a 
similar  memorial  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Newbury, in  that  State;  which  memorials 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Sibley  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Retolvtd,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  in- 
etrurted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 
Da*id  Cooper  eighty  dollars,  the  estimated  value  of  • 
chimney  and  the  plank  of  a  bouse,  taken  for  the  use 
of  the  United  States,  under  an  order  of  Captain  Holder, 
of  the  seventeenth  regiment  of  infantry,  in  the  month 
of  December,  1814,  and  applied  in  the  erection  of  bar- 
racks in  Fort  Shelby. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  the  question  was 
put  to  agree  thereto,  and  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the 
time  of  holding  the  district  court  in  the  district  of 
Mississippi,''  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

MISSOURI. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Nelson  of  Virginia  in  the 
chair,  on  the  resolution  declaring  the  admission 
of  Missouri  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  other  States  of  the  Union.  And  the 
question  having  been  again  stated —  | 

Mr.  Sergeant  rose.     Of  the  speech  which  he  I 
delivered,  occupying  upwards  of  two  hours'  time, 
the  following  must  be  considered  as  a  free  but  not 
a  very  full  report. 

Mr.  S.  began   by  saying  that  this  subject  had  j 
been  so  long  and  so  much  talked  of,  and  written  ' 
of,  it  was  so  much  connected  with  considerations 
arising  out  of  the  question  so  much  debated  at  the  i 
last  session,  that  he  hardly  doubted  every  member 
of  this  Committee  had  for  himself  made  up  his 
mind  on   the   immediate  question.     It  was  not, 
therefore,  with  any  great  hope  of  persuading  others, 
that  he  now  rose,  but  from  a  wish  to  explain  the 
grounds  of  his  own  opinion,  which  was  entertained 
with  so  much  sincerity  that  he  could  not  permit 
himself  to  doubt  that  the  opinion  of  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  was  entertained  with  equal 
sincerity,  and  that  the  question  would  be  decided,  ; 
as  it  ought  to  be,  on  its  real  merits.    With  respect  to 
the  question  hinted  at  by  the  gentleman  from  South  ! 
Carolina,  and  discussed  at  the  last  session,  Mr.  S.  . 
said  he  did  not  agree  with  him  that  the  decision  of 
the  question  now  before  the  House  depended  upon 
the  decision  of  the  question  agitated  at  the  last  ses- 
sion.    How  far  that  question  might  be  involved  in 


the  present  question,  might  bea  subject  for  consida- 
ation ;  but,  independently  of  that  question,  the  one 
now  presented  was  a  very  important  one.  How- 
ever minute  in  itself,  if  it  extended  but  to  a  single 
provision  of  the  constitution  presented  by  the  people 
of  Missouri,  it  yet  involved  considerations  which 
those,  who  had  listened  to  the  arguments  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  must  see,  went 
to  the  whole  extent  of  determining  what  power 
actually  remained  in  Congress  with  regard  to  anjr 
Territory  after  authorizing  them  to  form  a  consti- 
tution— what  they  have  a  right  to  insist  upon, 
what  they  have  a  right  to  do  and  say  upon  the 
subject — in  short,  the  question  whether  Congress 
have  or  have  not  any  power  at  all  under  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  with  respect  to 
the  admission  of  a  new  State  into  the  Union,  after 
the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  people  to 
form  a  constitution. 

It  could  not  be  doubted  or  denied,  Mr.  S.  ad- 
mitted, that  there  was,  in  looking  at  the  admis- 
sions of  States  into  the  Union,  heretofore,  at* least, 
an  apparent  irregularity,  and  much  of  apparent 
disorder.  If,  however,  any  inference  were  to  be 
drawn  from  precedents  in  the  case,  it  would  be, 
that  there  never  had  been  any  precise  examination' 
of  the  powers  of  Congress  in  this  respect — no 
established  mode  of  admission — or,  in  other  words, 
that  there  had  been  every  variety  of  mode.  For 
the  sake  of  the  future  peace  and  harmony  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  ;  for  the  sake  of 
the  territories  hereafter  applying  to  be  admitted 
into  the  Union — for  the  sake  of  Congress  alone, 
said  Mr.  S.,  it  is  incumbent  on  us  all  to  examine 
the  grounds  of  this  question  ;  to  see  what  are  our 
rights,  and  what  theirs,  and  deduce,  from  a  full 
consideration  of  these,  a  rule  which  shall  be  uni- 
form as  to  the  States  hereafter  to  be  admitted  into 
the  Union,  and  free  from  the  danger  of  expo!«ing 
us  to  contests  such  as  that  which  appears  to  have 
arisen  on  the  present  occasion. 

The  power  to  admit  a  State  into  the  Union,  no 
one  would  doubt,  was  a  very  high  one — a  power 
to  part  with  a  portion  of  that  authority  which 
was  originally  vested  in  the  old  States,  and  which 
exists  ID  the  present  States,  and  to  admit  to  a  par- 
ticipation in  our  counsels,  in  our  power,  in  the 
control  and  management  of  every  thing  concern- 
ing our  rights  and  property,  a  new  and  integral 
member  ofthe  Union.  The  question  became  one 
of  graver  consideration,  when  it  was  considered 
that  it  was  proposed  now  to  extend  this  participa- 
tion to  an  object  which  was  not  in  the  contem- 
Elation  of  those  who  formed  the  Constitution  of  the 
fnited  States,  who  had  looked,  in  their  provisions 
to  the  territory  then  in  possession  of  the  United 
States,  and  probably  had  never  calculated  on  the 
admission  of  States  out  of  territory  beyond  the 
original  limits  of  the  United  States.  This  hi^h 
power  was  given  to  Congress;  and,  after  the  dis- 
cussion of  last  se^ion,  it  was  needless  to  say,  was 
given  without  limitation.  The  power  is  "  to  ad- 
mit new  States  into  the  Union  ;"  it  is  granted  in 
the  broadest  and  most  comprehensive  manner — 
and,  it  would  seem  to  follow,  as  the  consequence 
of  this  grant  of  general  authority,  that  Congrc 
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possessed  every  power  and  authority  necessary  to 
its   fair  exercise.     Whatever  power   was   really 
given   to  Congress,  it  was  their  duty  to  exercise, 
•nd  not  turn  it  over  to  any  other  Department, 
con6ding  in  it  to  cure  the  defect  which  Congress 
suffered  to  pass  uncorrected.     There  was  nothing 
in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stales  which 
countenanced  a  different  course.     It  is  our  ri^ht 
and  our  duty,  said  Mr.  S.,  when  a  State  oflers 
herself  for  admission  into  the  Union,  to  see  that  she 
can  come  into  the  Union  under  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  in  conformity  with  its 
provisions.      For   certainly,   whatever   were   the 
terms  in  which  the  power  was  given  to  the  people 
of  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution,  no  one  could 
for  a  single  moment  doubt  that  that  power  was 
never  intended  to  transcend  the  Constitution  of 
;  the  United  States,  or  to  bring  into  the  Union  a 
State  whose  Constitution  was  not  conformable  to 
that  of  the  United  States.     Such  a  grant  would 
have  been  an  exercise  of  authority  by  Congress 
beyond  the  Constitution  :  it  would  be  an  anomalv 
impossible  to  account  for — an  inconsisiencv  with 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stales  which  it 
"Would  be  impossible  for  any  one  to  reconcile. 
*     It  would  therefore  seem,  that  when,  as  incident 
to  the  power  of  admiiting  States  into  the  Union, 
Congress  authorized  a  Territory  to  form  a  consti- 
'tution  and  State  government,  it  must  follow  that 
the  constitution,  so  to  be  formed,  is  to  be  confor- 
mable to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
>  and  that  the  Territory  thus  authorized  does  not  in 
any  sense  become  a  State  until  she  has  formed 
such  a  constitution.     Our  power,  said  Mr.  S.,  is 
to  admit,  and  incidentally  to  authorize  the  forma- 
tion of  a  constitution,  with  a  view  to  admission. 
Have  Congress  the  power  to  authorize  a  people 
to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government  sov- 
ereign  and    independent  of  the   United  States  ? 
No,  the  power  to  authorize  a  people  to  form  a 
constitution  is  an  implied  power,  subordinate  to 
the  full  power,  which  never  is  effectually  exercised 
until  the  act  of  admission  subsequent  to  the  forma- 
tion of  a  constitution. 

Mr.  S.  said,  he  made  these  remarks  in  the  out- 
set, to  meet  at  once  an  argument  of  the  member 
from  South  Carolina,  which  was  plausible,  capti- 
vating, and  seemed  to  be  calculated  to  smooth  the 
way,  and  remove  every  difficulty.  That  argument 
was  that  the  State,  from  the  moment  of  its  forma- 
tion of  a  constitution,  became  an  independent  and 
sovereign  State.  Where,  said  Mr.  S.,  is  your 
power  in  the  Constitution  to  make  such  a  Stale  ? 
Your  power  is  to  admit  Slates  into  the  Union,  and 
your  power  to  authorize  the  people  of  a  Territory 
to  form  a  constitution  is  merely  subordinate  and 
subsidiary  to  the  main  power.  Can  you  admit  a 
State  by  anticipation,  as  the  gentleman  has  sug- 
gested ?  You  transcend  your  authority  if  you  do 
so.  Mr.  S.  ventured  to  say  that  Congress  never 
had  done  so ;  that  they  could  not  do  so ;  and,  in 
some  sense  or  other,  every  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee would  agree  with  him  in  this  opinion. 
Could  Congress,  oy  anticipation,  bind  itself  to  the 
admission  of  a  State,  (for  such  was  the  argumen-t 
yesterday  pressed  upon  the  Committee,)  so  as  to 


have  DO  choice  but  to  accept  such  a  constitution 
as  that  State  chose  to  offer?  Surely  not ;  but,  ac- 
cording to  the  argument  advanced  by  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  not  only  was  the  pre- 
sent Congress  to  be  bound  by  the  act  of  the  last 
session,  bSt  the  present  Congress  might,  by  an  act 
passed  now,  bind  the  next  Congress  to  the  admis- 
sion of  a  State  into  the  Union.  Was  the  authority 
given  by  Congress  to  the  people  to  form  a  consti- 
tution, a  compact  with  them  that  they  should  be 
admitted  into  the  Union  on  any  other  terms  than 
those  prescribed  to  them?  For  one,  Mr.  S.  said, 
he  did  not  feel  himself  bound,  by  giving  the  au- 
thority to  a  people  to  form  a  constitution,  to  admit 
them  into  the  Union,  unless  their  constitution 
should  be  such  as  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
through  their  representatives,  thought  fit  to  accept 
as  the  fundamental  rule  oi  government  of  the 
State  thus  to  be  admitted. 

Mr.  S.  then  proceeded  to  say,  that  he  did  not 
mean  now  to  enter  into  the  question  of  the  last 
session — it  had  been  discussed  enough.     He  did 
not  mean  to  abandon  the  opinion  wnich  he  had 
then  formed  and  expres.sed.   It  had  not  been  formed 
hastily,  but  carefully  and  deliberately,  and  he  had 
seen  no  reason  to  change  his  mind  upon  it.    With- 
out going  into  that  question  at  all,  he  should  pro- 
ceed to  the  immediate  question  presented  by  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 
This  single  question  was,  whether  it  is  the  right 
and  duly  of  Congress,  before  admiiting  a  State 
into  the  Union,  to  see  that  its  constitution  and 
Stale  government  be  not  repugnant  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States.    He  should  have  hoped, 
he  said,  and  he  yet  hoped,  that  the  opinion  would 
be  nearly  unanimous  in  this  body,  that  there  might 
be  such  a  repugnancy  between  such  a  State  con- 
stitution and  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
as  would  not  only  justify  Congres.*  in  interfering, 
but  make  it  their  imperious  duty  to  interfere,  to 
prevent  her  taking  rank  in  the  Union.     Whether 
that  was  the  case  in  the  present  instance,  was,  he 
said,  a  different  question. 

The  preliminary  inquiry  was  that  which  he  had 
just  stated.  It  had  been  said  that  Missouri  was 
already  an  independent  State ;  that  she  has  formed 
a  State  government  under  an  unlimited  authority 
from  Congress ;  and  that  she  has  now  the  same 
rights  as  the  proudest  and  oldest  States  in  the 
Union.  If  it  be  so,  said  Mr.  S.,  what  are  we  now 
deliberating  about?  Why  is  it,  that  the  resolu- 
tion now  under  consideration  is  proposed  for  our 
adoption  ?  Why  are  this  and  tne  other  House 
called  upon  to  pass  a  legislative  act  which  is  alto- 
gether unnecessary,  and  which  has  clauses  in  it, 
if  this  construction  be  true,  which  are  extremely 
objectionable?  If  this  construction  be  correct,  her 
Senators  and  Representative  have  a  right  to  their 
seats  on  the  floor  of  either  House — to  unite  in  the 
common  counsels  on  the  affairs  of  the  Union,  and 
to  give  to  the  voles  of  Mis.souri  the  same  force  as 
those  of  any  other  State.  Why  are  they,  then,  said 
Mr.  S.,  kept  waiting  at  our  doors,  and  not  permit- 
ted to  partake  of  our  dtliberations?  Why  do  they 
wait  until  the  fate  of  this  resolution  be  known  ? 
It  was  said  that  this  resolution  was  nothing  but 


a  declaration  of  a  fact  Such  a  notification  was 
not  necessary  for  the  Senators  and  Representative 
of  Missouri;  it  was  not  necessary  for  Congress,  if, 
the  fact  bemg  known,  the  former  had  nothing  to 
do  to  entitle  them  to  a  seat,  but  to  advance  to  the 
Chair  of  either  House  and  take  the  oath  to  supp<M-t 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Why  was 
it,  moreover,  that  the  constitution  of  Missouri  had 
been  submitted  to  a  committee  of  this  House? 
Why  had  a  report  been  made  by  that  committee, 
and  why  was  this  House  now  discussing  it?  And 
why  was  it  that  that  report  went  into  an  exami- 
nation of  a  particular  clause  of  that  constitution, 
and  pointed  out  the  mode  in  which  Congress  were 
to  relieve  themselves  from  the  task  of  deciding  on 
its  constitutionality,  by  leaving  it  to  the  Judiciary? 
If  the  gentleman's  doctrine  were  true,  this  is  all 
superfluous.  It  is  more,  said  Mr.  S.,  for  the  reso- 
iation  declares  that  Missouri  shall  be,  and  hereafter 
is  declared  to  be,  one  of  the  United  States,  Ac. 
He  did  not  use  this  reference,  he  said,  for  the  mere 
effect  of  verbal  criticism,  but  for  a  higher  purpose. 
When  a  committee,  composed  as  that  committee 
was,  finds  itself  under  the  necessity  of  presenting 
a  resolution,  to  be  adopted  by  a  joint  vole  of  both 
Houses,  declared  that  Missouri  is  thereby,  not  that 
she  has  been  admitted  into  the  Union,  was  it  not 
as  strong  evidence  as  could  be  furnished,  that  there 
was  something  which  seemed  to  compel  those  who 
acted  on  it  to  say,  that  this  declaration  of  the  fact 
is  the  virtual  legislation  which  brings  Missouri 
into  the  Union — which  qualifies  her  for  induction 
to  the  Union,  and  that  anterior  to  it  she  was  not  a 
State,  and  not  entitled  to  be?  From  what  period, 
Mr.  S.  asked,  was  it  that  Missouri  was  admitted 
into  the  Union  ?  It  would  be  from  the  moment 
of  the  adoption  of  this  resolution.  Could  it  be 
said  of  any  antecedent  period?  Here,  Mr.  S.  said, 
he  would  avail  himselt  of  another  concession  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina ;  and,  in  tak- 
ing to  his  aid  a  concession  of  his,  Mr.  S.  said  he 
did  it  with  the  full  impression  that  it  was  the  re- 
sult of  the  conviction  of  his  own  mind,  and  with 
the  benefit,  therefore,  of  the  conviction  of  such  a 
mind  as  his.  That  gentleman  had  admitted  that 
Congress  might,  if  ihey  thought  proper,  introduce 
a  qualification  of  their  assent  to  the  admission  of 
Missouri  into  the  Union,  which  shall  serve  to  show 
its  dissent  to  a  particular  clause  of  the  constitution 
of  that  State.  If  this  resolution,  then,  instead  of  be- 
ing merely  formal  and  declaratory,  was  susceptible 
of  an  amendment  by  which  Congress  could  exclude 
that  interpretation  of  a  particular  clause  of  the 
Stale  constitution  which  on  its  face  it  bears,  would 
it  be  said  that  the  State  was  a  member  of  the 
Union  without  the  adoption  of  that  resolve?  If 
so,  where  did  Congress  derive  the  authority  to  le- 
gislate on  the  interpretation  of  its  constitution?  Mr. 
S.  further  called  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
to  the  terms  of  the  preamble  of  this  resolution, 
wherein  it  is  declared  that,  "  whereas,  in  pursu- 
'  ance  of  an  act  of  Congress,  dbc.,  the  people  of  the 
'  said  Territory  did,  on  the  19th  day  of  July,  1820, 
*  by  a  convention  called  for  that  purpose,  form  for 
'  themselves  a  constitution  and  State  government, 
'  which   constitution   and   State  government,   so 


'  formed,  is  republican,  and  in  conformity  to  the 
'  provisions  of  the  said  act."  The  reason  assigned 
for  her  admission  is,  that  she  has  formed  a  consti- 
tution in  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  last  session.  How  could  the  committee  know 
this?  By  their  own  examination?  Could  Con- 
gress, then,  declare  this  to  be  the  case,  without 
having  examined  the  constitution  of  the  new  State? 
Certamly  not.  And  when,  in  the  act  authorizing 
the  formation  of  this  constitution  were  found  two 
limitations,  that  it  should  be  republican,  and  that 
it  should  not  be  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  did  it  not  become  indispensa- 
ble, before  passing  a  preamble  and  resolution  like 
this,  that  the  members  of  this  House  should  be 
satisfied  in  their  own  minds  that  these  requisition* 
have  been  complied  with? 

If,  in  a  single  article,  the  constitution  of  Mis- 
souri be  repugnant  to  that  of  the  United  Slates, 
said  Mr.  S.,  can  we  seriously  assert  that  she  has 
formed  a  constitution  accordine  to  the  authority 
given  to  her?  And,  when  called  on  to  say  how 
we  can  reconcile  it  \o  ourselves  to  sanction  such 
a  contradiction  in  terms,  will  it  be  suflScient  to  say 
that  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  that  question,  and 
will  leave  it  to  the  Judiciary  to  decide?  We  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it !  exclaimed  Mr.  Sergeant. 
Why,  then,  prescribe  to  the  people  of  Missouri 
any  conditions  in  the  first  instance?  Why  not 
say,  we  gave  her  a  right  to  form  a  constitution ; 
she  has  formed  it,  and,  whether  it  be  or  be  not  re- 
pugnant to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
she  is  a  member  of  the  Union  ?  The  contradic- 
tion was  sufficiently  apparent  in  the  fact  of  the 
introduction  of  this  resolution  :  it  would  be  seen 
at  once,  that  the  House  was  neither  conforming 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  to  the 
act  of  the  last  session,  nor  to  any  principle  hereto- 
fore observed  in  the  admission  of  States.  Could 
it  be  said  that  Congress  had  parted  with  the  power 
of  looking  into  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  when 
it  had  expressly  prescribed  conditions  which  should 
be  indispensable  to  its  acceptance  ?  The  terms  of 
the  compact,  if  the  act  of  the  last  session  was  to 
be  considered  a  compact,  between  the  United 
States  and  Missouri,  were  perfectly  clear;  and  be 
took  this  opportunity  of  saying,  that,  if  Missouri 
was  involved  in  diflSculty— if  Congress  found  it- 
self in  perplexity— if  the  Union  was  disturbed  on 
this  occasion — if  this  House  was  impelled  to  the 
consideration  of  questions  which  it  was  painful  to 
act  upon,  it  was  not  the  fault  of  Congress — it  was 
not  the  fault  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  but  it  was  the  fault  of  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri. It  might  be  their  error — an  error  which 
they  would  be  glad  to  avail  themselves  of  an  op- 
portunity to  correct— for,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  could 
not  believe  the  people  of  Missouri  would  hav« 
wantonly  introduced  into  their  constitution  a 
clause  at  variance  with  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  under  an  impression  that  this  act 
of  admission  was  a  mere  form.  They  would  not 
wantonly  have  done  it,  for  it  could  not  be  either 
their  interest  or  their  inclination  to  try  the  temper 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States — to  try  how 
far  its  regard  to  the  Constitution  would  bear  it 
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out  in  the  contest,  or  how  far  it  would  consent  to 
.urrender  a  portion  of  the  rights  of  the  whole 
Union  to  avoid  a  difficulty  which  the  people  of  ^ 
Missouri  have  themselves  created.  There  was  i 
prescribed  to  them  but  one  condition  ;  to  that  con-  | 
dition  they  had  not  conformed,  and  thev  are  not  ; 
entitled  to  admission  into  the  Union.  The  failure  i 
to  fulfil  the  compact  is  on  the  part  of  the  people  | 
of  Missouri;  and,  said  Mr.  S.,  when  we  come,  in  i 
«  case  of  this  sort,  to  the  question  between  remand-  j 
ing  this  consiitution  for  reconsideration,  or  giving  j 
up  the  smallest  possible  portion  of  Constitutional  j 
power,  I  trust  that  the  people  of  every  part  of  the  . 
Union  would  bear  us  out  in  saying  that  the  Con-  | 
stitution  shall  be  inviolate;  and  that  we  shall  not  | 
be  the  first  to  set  a  precedent  which,  begun  to-day,  j 
may  be  followed  to-morrow,  until  it  involves  the  : 
rery  existence  of  our  Government. 

Would  the  people  of  Missouri,  Mr.  S.  asked,  ! 
think  more  highly  of  Congress  were  it  to  yield  to 
them  on  this  occasion  ?     Would  they  not  hereaf- 
ter come  into  the  Union  with  more  respect  for 
Congress,  and  with  more  respect  for  themselves, 
loo with  a  higher  sense  of  the  value  of  admis- 
sion into  the  Union,  if  Congress  now  fairly  met  i 
this  question,  thus  giving  to  the  people  of  Missouri  j 
an  assurance  that  what  was  now  done  with  re-  ; 
•pect  to  them  should  be  hereafter  the  rule  of  con-  ', 
duct  for  Congress,  as  to  others  asking  admission 
into  the  Union  ?    Would  it  not  show  to  them  that  | 
Congress  was  disposed  to  do  all  in  its  power  to  i 
preserve   the   blessings   of  this   Government   for 
them  and  for  their  posterity?     What,  he  asked,  i 
would  be  the  consequence  of  submission  by  Con- 
gress in  the  present  case?     Missouri  will  have  ex- 
torted from  us  something;  another  State  will  ex- 
tort something  more;  each  will  appeal   to  our 
fears,  which  may  be  well  or  ill  founded  ;  each  new 
State  will  endeavor  to  exact  from  us  what  she 
thinks  will  make  for  her  own  interest,  until  at  last 
they  will  not  think  it  worth  while  to  ask  our  leave 
to  do  as  they  choose.     How  much  better  would  it 
be  for  Congress  at  once  to  take  itii  ground,  and 
refuse  to  sanction  the  constitution  of  any  State 
which  is  in  any  respect  repugnant  to  that  of  the 
United  Stales ! 

Suppose  that  this  constitution  of  Missouri,  in- 
stead of  being  faulty  in  a  single  particular,  were 
throughout,  from  beginning  to  end,  at  variance 
with  the  Consiitution  of  the  United  States. — 
Would  it  be  pretended,  in  that  case,  that  Missouri 
was  entitled  to  be  admitted  iuto  the  Union  ?  Cer- 
tainly not;  yet  the  only  argument  in  favor  of  her 
admission,  with  one  clause  of  her  constitution  in- 
compatible with  that  of  the  United  States,  went 
the  whole  length,  or  necessarily  involved  the  con- 
sequence of  yielding  the  whole;  because  it  was 
founded  on  the  ground  that  Congress  had  part- 
ed with  the  whole  power,  and  had  no  right  to 
pass  upon  the  constitution ;  on  the  ground,  in 
short,  that  Missouri  is  now  admitted  into  the 
Union. 

The  geotlemaD  himself,  however,  had,  in  ano- 
ther part  of  his  speech,  given  up  this,  which  was 
the  essential  part  of  his  argument;  for  he  had 
C0Qeede4<dkat,  if  the  constitution  of  Missouri  was 


repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
in  particulars  which  could  not  be  submitted  to  the 
judicial  authority  for  decision,  Congress  ought  to 
interfere.  If,  said  Mr.  S.,  we  ought  in  any  case  to 
interfere,  there  must  be  a  mode  of  interference. 
What  is  the  mode,  and  what  should  be  the  time? 
When,  certainly,  she  presents  herself  for  admis- 
sion. And,  if  we  have  then  a  right  to  inquire 
whether  there  is  or  is  not  occasion  for  our  inter- 
ference, is  not  the  whole  ground  of  the  gentle- 
man's argument  abandoned  ? 

Pursuing  his  argument,  Mr.  S.  said  he  held  it 
to  be  perfectly  true  that  there  could  be  no  viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates  which 
would  not  produce  injurious  civil  and  political 
effects,  as  distinguished   from   individual  effects 
over  which   the  Judiciary  have  control.    How 
many  men  may  be  injured  before  one  man  ap- 
pears with  a  spirit  to  resist  the  injustice!     What» 
Mr.  S.  asked,  did  the  history  of  all  Governments 
exhibit  to  us  but  a  series  of  usurpations  on  one 
hand  and  sufferings  on  the  other,  submitted  to 
until  they  became  loo  grievous  longer  to  be  borne? 
Men  suffer  long ;  they  suffer  from  ncce.«sity,  from 
poverty,  from  ignorance,  from  the  want  of  capa- 
city to  exert  those  rights  which  belong  to  them, 
and  which  it  ought  to  be  the  care  of  a  wise  Gov- 
ernment to  preserve  to  them.     Why  is  it  that  the 
names  of  men  who,  in  all  time  past,  have  resisted 
oppression,  have  been  immortalized  by  the  histo- 
rian, the  painter,  and  the  poet?     Why  have  they 
been  considered   as  entitled   to  peculiar  honors? 
Because  they  took  upon  themselves  the  burden, 
and  a  heavy  burden  it  is,  of  resisting  by  force  the 
Government  which  had  long  oppressed  and  per- 
secuted them  and   their   fellow  men,   under  the 
forms  of  law.     Now,  said  Mr.  S.,  if  we  allow  bad 
principles  to  be  admitted  into  the  constitutions  of 
States  formed  under  our  eye,  or  good  principles 
to  be  excluded,  what  will  be  the  consequence? 
You  shift  the  responsibility  from  yourselves  and 
leave  it  to  individuals  to  fight  the  battle  with  the 
Stales.     Why  do  our  State  constitutions  contaia 
declarations  of  rights  ?    Why  have  the  people  been 
so  careful  thus  to  lay  down  the  principles  which 
are  to  guide  the  Government  in  itx  operations  ? 
For  the  purpose  of  preserving  political  and  civil 
rights  inviolate  as  well  as  individual  rights,  and 
to  prevent  individuals  from  suffering  under  their 
violation. 

Coming  nearer  to  ihe  particular  question  in- 
volved in  the  constitution  now  presented  by  Mis- 
souri, Mr.  S.  said,  suppose  that  constitution  had 
said  that  no  free  ichiU  citizen  of  the  United  Slates 
should  come  to  reside  in  Missouri — was  there  any 
gentleman  who  would  say  thai,  with  such  a  pro- 
vision in  her  constitution,  Missouri  ought  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  ?  He  would  not  answer  for 
others,  but,  for  himself,  he  believed  such  a  provi- 
sion would  produce  such  a  shock  as  would  occa- 
sion but  one  feeling  throughout  the  country — that 
of  resistance.  This  was  an  extreme  case,  he  knew, 
(not  likely  to  happen,)  but  he  had  put  it  for  the 
purpose  ot  illustration  ;  and  he  confessed  that  the 
argument  appeared  to  him  irresistible,  that  a  power 
to  examine  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  must 
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exist,  and  that  a  power  to  refuse  admission,  in  cer- 
tain cases,  must  necessarily  result. 

If  Congress,  having  the  power  to  reject,  should 
yet  accept  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  Mr.  S. 
contended  it  could  not,  with  any  propriety,  be  said 
that  Congress  did  not  approve  the  constitution  of 
Miiksouri. 

The  trust  of  guarding  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  from  violation,  said  he,  in  continua- 
tion, is  peculiarly  and  emphatically  ours.  We  are 
sworn  to  support  the  Consiitution  before  we  enter 
on  the  duties  to  which  we  are  called  under  it ;  and, 
he  believed  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
himself,  and  every  other  member  of  this  House, 
would  go  along  with  him  in  saying  that  their  sup- 
port of  the  Consiitution  ought  to  be  active  and 
zealous,  and  not  a  cold  and  penurious  support.  It 
ought  to  be  no  calculation  how  much  they  might 
give  up  of  that  Constitution,  but  a  determination 
that  even  if  there  be  doubt,  that  doubt  should  be 
determined  in  favor  of  the  Constitution.  It  should 
be  thus,  said  he,  that  by  a  constant,  warm,  and 
cordial  support  of  it  here,  we  may  invigorate  and 
quicken  the  respect  and  veneration  for  that  instru- 
ment, which,  I  trust,  is  entertained  by  the  whole 
people  of  the  United  Slates. 

With  respect  to  the  proposition  to  turn  over  to 
the  judiciary  the  decision  of  the  question  involved 
in  this  constitution,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  must  declare, 
that,  with  the  greatest  respect  possible  for  the 
judiciary  ;  with  the  highest  confidence  in  their 
rectitude  and  wisdom  ;  with  the  greatest  willing- 
ness to  submit  to  their  decisions  in  their  proper 
sphere ;  he  could  not  consent,  on  a  question  which 
was  properly  presented  for  his  own  decision,  to 
say,  let  the  question  sleep  till  some  humble  indi- 
vidual, some  poor  citizen,  shall  come  forward  and 
claim  a  decision  of  it.  He  never  would  pass  a 
duty  by,  by  leaving  it  to  some  individual  to  do 
what  Congress  ou^hl  to  have  done.  No,  Mr.  S. 
said,  his  idea  of  supporting  the  Constitution  was, 
to  give  it  such  an  active  support  as  should  con- 
vince everybody  that  even  the  appearance  of  vio- 
lation of  it  would  not  be  permitted.  And  he 
begged  gentlemen,  before  ihey  consented  to  take 
a  course  different  from  this,  that  they  would  con- 
sider, seriously  consider,  what  may  be  the  effect, 
in  a  Government  depending  on  public  opinion  for 
its  support,  of  a  disrespect  of  its  authority  exhib- 
ited on  this  Hoor. 

Mr.  S.  then  noticed  the  argument  which  Mr. 
LowNOEB  had  derived  from  the  Journal  of  this 
House  of  the  last  session,  in  the  case  of  the  mo- 
lion  of  Mr.  Taylor  to  amend  the  Missouri  act  so 
as  to  require  her  constitution,  when  formed,  to  be 
approved  by  Congress,  &c.,  before  she  could  be- 
come a  Slate — which  motion  was  negatived  by 
two  to  one.  Mr.  S.  admitted  the  fact,  but  argued 
that  it  proved  nothing  in  favor  of  Mr.  Lowndes^s 
argument.  Gentlemen  had  voted  against  it  on 
various  grounds  ;  some,  he  knew,  had  voted  against 
it  because  they  believed  it  superfluous,  holding  the 
opinion  which  he  was  now  maintaining,  that  the 
constitution  mu^t,  of  course,  receive  the  sanction  of 
Congress  before  it  could  be  of  any  authority,  &c. 

Mr.  S.  then  referred,  for  illustration  to  the  case 


of  Louisiana,  who  was  required  to  submit  her 
constitution  to  Congress,  and  it  was  submitted  and 
approved  accordingly  before  it  went  into  operation. 
If  Congress,  according  to  the  gentleman's  argu- 
ment, had  no  right  to  do  so,  this  proceeaing  was 
all  unconstitutional  and  void.  And  it  was  worthy 
of  remark  that,  at  the  same  time  that  constilntion 
was  required  to  be  submitted  to  Congress,  it  was 
also  required  to  be  not  repugnant  to  tne  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.  Yet  Louisiana  was 
not  intended  to  be  admitted  on  different  terms  from 
other  Slate.s,  but  on  the  same,  dec. 

But,  independently  of  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
it  had  been  asserted  that  Missouri  is  now  a  States 
that  she  is  a  State  in  fact.  Mr.  S.  asked  of  gen- 
tlemen seriously  to  consider  this  position.  Frona 
what  time  has  she  become  a  State?  From  the 
moment  of  the  passage  of  our  act,  from  that  of 
the  adoption  of  her  constitution,  or  from  that  of 
the  organization  of  her  government  ?  He  did  not 
distinctly  understand  from  what  point  of  time  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  dated  her  inde- 
pendence— 

[Mr.  Lowndes  here  explained  what  point  of 
time  he  referred  to.  It  was  at  the  moment  when, 
the  question  having  been  formally  proposed  to  the 
jieople  of  Missouri,  whether  they  chose  to  form  a 
constitution  and  State  government,  they  voted  it 
expedient  to  do  so,  it  was  then  that  he  thought 
arose  the  right  in  them  of  self-government.] 

Mr.  S.  did  not  consider  the  point  of  time  in  this 
respect  material.  The  question  was,  is  Missouri 
entitled  to  the  rights  of  a  State  until  she  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  by  Congress?  In  support 
of  this  opinion,  he  said,  no  reason  had  been  as- 
signed that  was  founded  in  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  Reasons  had  been  assigned 
by  the  gentleman  of  South  Carolina,  which  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  founded  in  a  convenience 
which  amounted  to  a  sort  of  necessity,  but  no  ar- 
gument had  been  drawn  from  the  Constitution  in 
support  of  this  position.  We  have  the  power  to 
admit  a  State  into  the  Union,  said  Mr.  S.,  but 
was  it  ever  supposed  that  a  State  was  admitted, 
by  her  own  act,  before  we  admitted  her?  Could 
it  be  pretended  that,  when  Congress  authorized 
the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution,  and 
under  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  they  did  ad- 
mit them  into  the  Union  ?  It  might  be  argued, 
with  some  plausibility,  that  Congress  had  by  that 
act  engaged  that,  at  some  time,  they  should  be 
admitted  into  the  Union.  If  the  authority  given 
had  been  to  erect  themselves  into  a  sovereign  and 
independent  State,  Mr.  S.  would  have  been  able 
to  understand  the  argument  that  they  are  now  a 
Stale.  But,  when  Congress  gave  them  authority 
to  form  a  consiitution  to  fit  them  for  admission, 
to  say  that  Congress  did  then  admit  them  into  the 
Union  was  an  argument  not  intelligible;  and  al- 
most equally  so  was  that  which  made  her  out  to 
be  a  State  whenever  her  people  had  formed  a  con- 
stitution. 

The  United  Slates,  with  respect  to  her  territory, 
stood  almost  in  the  same  relation  as  one  of  the 
States  to  its  territory.  Virginia,  for  example,  gave 
authority  to  the  people  of  that  part  of  her  territory 
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which  is  now  Kentucky,  to  form  a  constitution. 
The  territory  called  a  convention,  made  a  State 
government,  fixed  the  mode  of  her  elections, 
and  elected  her  officers.  Was  she  then  a  member 
of  the  Union  ?  Yes,  when  Congress  agreed  to 
admit  her  into  the  Union.  Was  she  a  State  be- 
fore that  took  place?  Certainly  not.  So  with 
the  Territories  of  the  United  Slates.  Congress 
gives  them  authority  to  make  a  constitution,  pre- 
paratory to  their  admission,  and  that  being  done. 
Congress  may  admit  them. 

If,  said  Mr.  S.  further,  Representatives  from  a 
Territory  which  has  thus  formed  a  constitution, 
present  themselves  at  the  door  of  this  House,  is 
not  the  House  bound  to  inquire  whether  they  are 
the  Representatives  of  a  State  ?  Must  we  not 
examine  whether  they  are  properly  deputed,  or 
must  we  admit  anybody  and  everybody  who  pre- 
sents himself  and  declares  that  he  is  the  Repre- 
sentative of  a  State  ?  We  may  know  the  fact  out 
of  doors,  but  it  must  also  be  known  here  ;  to  ascer- 
tain it,  we  are  obliged  to  examine  the  Constitution. 
Mr.  S.  entered  into  a  train  of  reasoning  to  show 
the  inconvenience  which  would  result  from  each 
branch  of  the  Government  being  left  to  determine 
for  itself  the  independence  of  a  State,  the  chance 
of  their  not  concurring  in  their  views  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  the  incongruity  which  would  result  from 
such  a  disagreement. 

The  orderly,  politic,  and  regular  course  of  pro- 
ceeding in  such  a  case  as  this,  was  so  obvious,  he 
said,  that  he  was  only  astonished  that,  in  any 
case,  a  different  course  had  been  pursued.  In  the 
main,  he  said,  the  construction  had  been  that  for 
which  he  contended.  Whatever  irregularities 
there  might  have  been  in  other  respects,  with  re- 
spect to  the  newly  formed  States,  the  full  extension 
to  a  State  of  the  benefits  of  its  admission  into  the 
Union  had  never  taken  place  until,  by  some  act. 
Congress  had  expressly  or  impliedly  recognised  its 
admission. 

Mr.  S.  then  proceeded  to  inquire  whether  the 
practice  of  our  Government  sustained  the  doctrine 
which  he  had  endeavored  to  show  was  inconsist- 
oat  with  its  theory.  With  respect  to  precedents, 
whilst  he  disavowed  a  slavish  subjection  to  their 
authority,  yet  he  acknowledged  that  if  they  were 
clear  and  undeviating,  showmg  an  uniform  prac- 
tice under  the  Constitution  to  the  present  time,  he 
should  consider  them  of  very  high  authority.  He 
recollected,  in  a  case  at  the  last  session,  the  gen- 
tleman from  South'Carolina  had  not  considered 
them  of  so  great  weight ;  but  Mr.  S.  said  he  agreed 
with  that  gentleman  now  in  allowing  them  weight, 
provided  they  have  the  character  of  uniformity. 
He  was  mistaken  if,  upon  examination,  they  did 
not  turn  out  differently  from  what  the  member 
from  South  Carolina  had  supposed.  In  examin- 
ing them,  a  precedent  might  be  made  out  to  war- 
rant any  course  gentlemen  chose,  they  difl'ered  so 
much  from  each  other;  among  them  might  be 
found  one  for  a  people  making  a  constitution  with- 
out previous  authority  from  Congress,  and  that 
too  out  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  for 
which  nobody  would  contend.  Mr.  S.  here  briefly 
nm  over  the  cases  of  admission  into  the  Union 


commenting  on  each.  Kentucky,  Vermont,  Ten- 
nessee, Ohio,  and  Louisiana,  were  admitted  up  to 
1811,  inclusive,  and  in  every  case  some  act  of  the 
Grovemment  had  been  thought  necessary,  prece- 
dent or  subsequent,  to  entitle  them  to  admission. 
From  the  year  1811,  however,  every  Stale  ad- 
mitted (five  in  number,  besides  Maine,  whose  case 
was  peculiar)  had  been  formed  by  previous  au- 
thority, and  had  come  into  the  Union  by  virtue  of 
an  act  or  resolution  expressly  admitting  her. 
Would  gentlemen,  then,  take  the  single  precedent 
of  Kentucky,  of  Tennessee,  of  Vermont,  with  their 
peculiarities,  and  apply  it  to  a  State  formed  ont  of 
a  new  Territory  purcnased  by  the  United  States, 
or  would  they  take  the  case  oi  other  States,  which 
formed  a  series  of  precedents,  each  distinctly  re- 
cognising the  power  of  Congress  to  give  previous 
authority  to  a  people  to  form  a  constitution,  and 
also  the  authority  and  right  of  Congress  to  admit 
them  into  the  Union,  and  the  necessity  of  such  an 
act  of  admission  ? 

With  respect  to  elections  by  the  inchoate  States, 
he  considered  them  as  provisional,  and  made  valid 
by  the  ratification  of  the  Constitution.  The  Rep- 
resentative from  Indiana  taking  his  seat  before  the 
passage  of  the  act  for  her  admission,  he  considered 
an  oversight.  And  was  not  the  fact  of  the  Rep- 
resentative from  Missouri  remaining  absent,  as- 
serting no  right  as  a  Representative,  and  not  be- 
ing admitted  as  such,  (and  so  of  her  Senators  also,) 
a  stronger  evidence  ot  the  opinion,  not  only  of  the 
old  States,  but  of  the  new  States  too,  than  a  single 
precedent  of  irregularity,  as  that  of  Indiana  ? 

Having  shown,  in  his  opinion,  that  Congress 
possessed  the  right  and  jwwer  to  examine  this 
question,  Mr.  S.  proceeded  to  the  remaining  points 
in  the  discussion. 

In  this  particular  case,  the  mode  of  proceeding 
proposed,  struck  him  as  the  most  objectionable 
that  could  be  devised  ;  because  it  seemed  to  him 
that  the  report  and  the  observations  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  did  admit  that  there  was 
something  in  the  Constitution  formed  by  the  peo- 
ple of  Missouri,  upon  which,  if  the  House  was 
called  upon  to  speak,  gentlemen  would  be  obliged 
to  say  they  are  of  opinion  it  is  unconstitutional  ; 
for,  in  the  first  place,  the  committee  are  willing  to 
leave  the  decision  on  a  particular  clause  to  the  Ju- 
diciary ;  in  the  next  place,  they  think  it  suscepti- 
ble of  an  interpretation  not  inconsistent  with  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  ;  and,  it  is  lastly 
suggested,  that  Congress  may  avoid  the  difficulty 
by  a  protest,  or  explanation,  or  interpretation  of 
the  clause,  as  they  de^ire  it  to  be  understood.  All 
this  .seemed  to  convey  the  impression  that  there 
was  something  there,  which  gentlemen  wished  to 
avoid  voting  and  deciding  upon. 

To  refer  the  subject  to  the  Judiciary  was  one 
mode  proposed  for  getting  over  it.  To  this  course 
there  were  a  great  many  objections,  which  doubt- 
less had  already  occurred  to  the  minds  of  the  Com- 
mittee. Among  these,  Mr.  S.  dwelt  particularly 
on  the  following:  that,  if  it  be  the  duty  of  this 
House  to  pronounce  on  any  question  they  had  no 
right  to  shift  the  responsibility  on  the  Judiciary  ; 
and  that  Congress  cannot  send  the  question  to  tne 
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Judiciary,  there  being  no  mode  prescribed  in  the 
Constitution  by  which  they  could  do  it. 

With  regard  to  leaving  it  to  chance  to  bring  it 
before  the  Judiciary,  that  chance  might  never 
come,  dtc.  If  the  Judiciary  were,  indeed,  the  tri- 
bunal to  decide  the  question,  they  ought  to  decide 
it  before  the  House  acted  on  it.  Another  great 
objection  to  the  course  proposed  was,  that  it  would 
unnecessarily  throw  on  the  Judiciary  the  per- 
formance or  an  odious  duty,  which  he  acknowl- 
edged this  to  be ;  and  it  seemed  to  him  gentlemen 
showed  too  strongly,  by  their  mode  of  proceed- 
ing, and  their  endeavors  to  throw  it  from  them- 
selves, that  they  felt  it  to  be  so.  But  this  House 
was  much  better  able  to  bear  the  odium  of  it  than 
the  Judiciary.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  never  would  con- 
sent that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  should, 
for  their  own  relief,  burden  the  Judiciary  with 
that  sort  of  question,  the  decision  of  which  makes 
it  most  obnoxious,  exposes  it  most  to  that  excite- 
ment which,  of  all  departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment, it  was  least  capable  of  contending  against. 
The  effects  of  unpopular  decisions  in  the  State 
courts,  showed  what  might  possibly  be  the  effect, 
in  similar  cases,  on  the  United  States  Judiciary. 
He  wished  the  whole  strength  of  the  Federal  Ju- 
diciary might  be  maintained  unimpaired  for  caseb 
wherein  the  exertion  of  it  might  be  necessary, 
which  it  was  not  in  the  present  case.  Another 
objection  to  the  course  proposed  was,  that,  if  the 
argument  in  iu  favor  proved  any  thing,  it  proved 
too  much.  The  more  objectionable  a  clause  of 
the  Constitution  is,  the  stronger  is  the  reason 
against  the  reference  of  it  to  the  Judiciary,  be- 
cause it  would  there  more  certainly  be  declared 
so.  A  full  consideration  of  all  the  views  which 
could  be  taken  of  the  subject,  Mr.  S.  said,  would 
bring  him  back  to  the  true  ground,  that  this  House 
ought  to  decide  itself  upon  the  question. 

if  the  Judiciary  had  been  the  proper  tribunal  to 
determine  this  question,  Mr.  S.  went  on  to  argue, 
it  was  so  as  to  all  questions  which  could  arise  re- 
specting a  new  constitution  ;  and  if  a  gross  and 
palpable  series  of  infractions  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  were  contained  in  a  constitu- 
tion formed  by  the  people  of  a  Territory,  Con- 
gress would  be  justified,  as  much  as  in  the  present 
case,  in  referring  it  to  the  Judiciary. 

1 1  had  been  suggested  that  the  present  was  a 
case  which  it  would  be  difficult  for  Congress  to 
decide,  because  the  clause  of  the  Missouri  consti- 
tution was  said  to  have  offended  that  clause  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to  which  it 
was  most  difficult  to  give  a  precise  interpretation. 
That  clause,  Mr.  S.  quoted  in  the  following  words : 
"The  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to 
•  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the 
several  States."  Mr.  S.  said  he  should  be  exceed- 
ingly sorry  to  believe  that  this  clause  was  so  diffi- 
cult of  construction  that  this  House  could  not  de- 
cide whether  or  not  it  had  been  violated  in  a  given 
case  ;  because,  in  one  of  our  standard  books,  (the 
Federalist,)  one  of  those  authorities  to  which  we 
refer  for  light  in  difficult  cases  of  construction  of 
the  Constitution,  it  was  said,  that  this  very  clause 
was  the  "  basis  of  the  Union."    Strange,  indeed. 


that  this  clause  should  have  been  considered  the 
basis  of  the  Union,  and  yet  so  equivocal  that-  a 
construction  could  not  be  given  to  it. 

If  there  was  a  difficulty  in  defining  precisely  the 
scope  of  the  clause  of  the  Constitution,  there  could 
be  none  in  deciding  that  it  does  give  to  the  citizens 
of  each  State  in  the  Union,  the  humblest  and  low- 
est right  enjoyed  by  a  free  man.  Did  any  one 
doubt,  Mr.  S.  asked,  that  this  clause  give  to  citi- 
zens of  every  State  the  free  right  to  go  into  any 
other  State,  to  return,  or  to  remain  there?  If 
that  was  denied,  then  he  would  agree  that  this 
clause  of  the  Constitution  was  all  words  and  no 
meaning.  Here,  then,  was  the  very  point  of  this 
question.  If  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri has,  either  by  its  own  positive  provisions, 
or  by  enjoining  it  on  its  Legislature,  excluded  al- 
together from  the  State  of  Missouri  any  man  who 
is  a  citizen  of  another  State  in  this  Union,  then  it 
is  impossible  to  reconcile  that  constitution  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  It  would  be  a 
defiance,  which  is  worse  than  resistance,  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  if  it  had  been 
intentional ;  but  Mr.  S»  acquitted  Missouri  of  any 
such  intention. 

Mr.  S.  declined  going  into  the  question  how 
far  a  State  had  a  right  to  make  laws  with  regard 
to  a  certain  class  of  persons  referred  to  in  the  ob- 
jected clause  of  the  Missouri  constitution.  He 
briefly  examined  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Lownoes 
that  that  clause  did  not  intend  to  exclude  such 
persons  as  were  citizens  in  other  States.  But  the 
clause  itself,  Mr.  S.  said,  made  no  distinction  of 
classes,  but  extended  equally  to  both  classes.  Mis- 
souri might  make  the  distinction  if  she  chose. 
Was  it  for  Congress  to  make  an  exception  for  her 
which  she  did  not  choose  to  make  for  herself,  and 
which  the  Legislature  of  Missouri  might  not 
choose  to  consider  as  any  part  of  that  clause  of  the 
Constitution  ?  Congress  had  no  right  to  interpret 
for  them  their  own  meaning.  He  then  went  on 
to  show  in  what  States  free  persons  of  color  were 
citizens,  and  mentioned  North  Carolina,  New 
York,  and  Massachusetts,  among  them.  To  make 
them  citizens  of  any  State  it  was  not  necessary 
they  should  have  a  right  to  vote,  as  Mr.  S.  showed 
by  various  references,  that  more  than  half  the 
white  men  in  some  of  our  States  did  not  vote,  be- 
cause they  were  not  freeholders ;  yet  no  one  would 
deny  them  to  be  citizens  of  those  Slates,  &c. 

It  was  the  humble  simple  privilege  of  locomo- 
tion only  that  was  now  claimed  for  these  persons: 
it  was  a  right  indispensable  to  citizenship,  and  it 
was  o^  that  was  asked  for  in  the  present  case.  If 
there  was  any  way  in  which  a  citizen  of  one  State 
can  enjoy  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  a 
citizen  of  another  State,  and  yet  not  be  permitted 
to  set  his  foot  in  it,  Mr.  S.  said  he  should  be  glad 
to  be  informed  of  it.  With  respect  to  the  right  of 
Missouri  or  of  any  State  of  the  Union  to  regulate 
its  own  citizens,  or  to  prescribe  laws  for  their  gor- 
emment,  not  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  Mr.  S.  said,  no  one  pretended  to 
interfere.  She  must  regulate  her  own  concerns, 
upon  such  policy  as  she  thinks  best,  &c.  On  what 
would  be  her  true  policy,  Mr.  S.  made  a  few  re- 
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marks  which  the  reporter  did  not  hear  with  suffi- 
cient'distinctaess  to  report  them. 

Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  S.  said,  it  was  clear  that, 
anless  something  was  introduced,  by  interpreta- 
tion, into  the  clause  of  the  constitution  of  Missou- 
ri, respecting  free  people  of  color,  which  the  fra- 
mers  of  it  have  not  introduced,  and  which  it  is  not 
known  that  they  would  be  willing  to  introduce, 
it  is  a  plain  and  palpable  infraction  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States. 

The  plain  course,  then,  he  believed,  was  not  to 
receive  the  constitution  formed  by  the  people  of 
Mis.«<ouri.  For  himself,  he  believed,  and  with 
him  many  of  the  members  of  this  House  believed, 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  this  House  to  look  into  the 
Constitution,  and  if  they  found  it  contrary  to  the 
Constitution,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  this  House  to 
r^ed,  it. 

What  the  consequences  of  doing  so  might  be, 
it  was  not  for  him  to  anticipate;  but,  whatever 
they  might  be,  they  could  not  be  worse  than  the 
recognition  of  the  constitution  in  its  present  shape. 
Butwhy  apprehend  any  disagreeable  consequences? 
Might  not  Congress  dI^cuss  a  question  of  this  sort 
without  reference  to  danger?  Might  it  not  reject 
this  constitution  of  Missouri,  without  giving  her 
any  right  to  unqualified  independence?  Or  was 
this  House  to  give  way,  right  or  wrong?  True, 
Mr.  S.  said,  Congress  had  been  much  divided  in 
opinion  on  the  question  of  the  last  session,  and 
they  might  be  on  this.  But,  as  far  as  gentlemen 
might  think  the  consequences  of  such  division 
dangerous — the  consequences  they  dreaded  were 
the  consequences  of  free  and  fair  investigation — 
the  consequence  of  men  doing  what  they  believe 
to  be  right ;  and  when  men  yield  to  fears  excited 
by  such  causes,  they  give  up  the  right  of  free  dis 
cussion,  the  right  of  exercising  their  own  judg- 
ment, the  right  of  maintaining  what,  in  their  con- 
sciences, they  think  to  be  right.  Does  it  follow, 
because  there  is  a  j-trong  opposition  to  any  mea- 
sure, because  there  is  great  feeling  and  warmth 
on  it,  that  therefore  principle  is  to  be  abandoned  ? 
That  no  one  would  maintain.  Neither  was  it 
consistent  with  the  theory  of  our  Government ; 
because,  at  last,  the  will  of  the  majority  must  gov- 
ern. And,  whatever  fears  might  be  entertained 
by  others,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  felt  confident  that  the 
will  of  the  majority  would  be  submitted  to. 

With  respect  to  what  would  be  the  condition  of 
the  Territory  on  the  rejection  of  this  constitution, 
Mr.  S.  said,  it  appeared  to  him  it  would  be  terri- 
torial. What  provision  it  might  be  necessary  to 
make,  in  respect  to  it  he  did  not  pretend  to  say, 
nor  whether  it  would  be  necessary  to  make  any. 
A  case  of  the  sort  had  never  occurred  in  the  his- 
tory of  our  Government,  and  it  would,  if  it  oc- 
curred, deserve  a  careful  and  deliberate  examina- 
tion and  decision.  Here  Mr.  S.  concluded  his 
observations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs,  who  desired  an  op- 
portunity of  stating  the  reasons  which  would  in- 
duce him  to  vote  against  the  resolution  for  the 
admu^sion  of  Missouri,  the  Committee  rose,  and  the 
Hooie  adjourned. 


Friday,  December  8. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  to  extend  the  time 
for  locating  Virginia  military  land  warrants,  and 
returning  surveys  thereon  to  the  General  Land 
Office  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  of 
the  last  session  for  altering  the  times  of  holding 
the  terms  of  the  circuit  court  for  the  District  oi 
Columbia.  [The  object  of  this  bill  is  to  intermit 
the  approaching  December  term,  inasmuch  as  the 
term  following  is,  under  the  new  arrangement,  to 
be  held  in  April  instead  of  July,  as  heretofore.] 
The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  en- 
closing a  certificate  of  the  election  of  Josiah  S. 
Johnston,  as  the  representative  of  that  State  in 
the  seventeenth  Congress  of  the  United  States ; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmit- 
ting sundry  statements,  rendered  in  oU'dience  to 
the  resolution  of  this  House,  of  the  28lh  ultimo, 
respecting  the  amount  of  moneys  drawn  from  the 
Treasury  for  the  War  and  Navy  Departments, 
from  30th  December,  1819,  to  the  13ih  Novem- 
ber, 1820,  with  the  disposition  thereof,  and  of 
transfers  during  the  late  recess  of  Congress;  which 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Foot  moved  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  hira 
on  the  6th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  infliction  of 
corporal  punishment,  and  the  prohibition  of  the 
practice  of  duelling  in  the  navy  of  the  United 
States ;  and  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 

.MISSOURI. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  resolution  de- 
claring the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union 
on  an  equal  fooling  with  the  original  States. 

Mr.  Storrs,  of  New  York,  said,  that  the  state 
of  his  health  should  perhaps  admonish  him  not  to 
address  the  Committee  at  all,  on  the  interesting 
question  before  them.  They  would,  however,  find 
in  this  circumstance  a  security  that  he  should  not 
occupy  much  of  their  time. 

I  am  only  anxious,  said  Mr.  S.,  in  the  vote  which 
I  shall  give  against  the  admission  of  Missouri  into 
the  Union  as  a  State,  to  be  neither  misunderstood 
or  misrepresented.  The  opinion  which  I  expressed 
at  the  last  session  against  the  j)Ower  of  Congress 
to  prescribe,  by  anticipation,  to  States,  conditions 
of  the  nature  then  proposed,  to  be  incorporated  into 
their  constitutions,  places  me  in  a  situation  some- 
what peculiar,  and  entitles  me  to  some  claim  of 
indulgence  from  the  Committee.  That  opinion 
then  formed,  after  much  careful  deliberation  and 
anxious  inquiry,  I  have  since  found  no  reason  to 
change.  It  is  not,  therefore,  with  any  view  to 
apologize  for  the  course  which  I  then  pursued,  that 
I  am  induced  to  offer  my  sentiments  at  this  time 
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on  the  question  now  before  us.     Apology  could 
only  spring  from  the  consciousness  of  error;  and 
I  have  no  propitiation  to  offer  to  secure  the  favor 
of  any  man  or  set  of  men  whatever.     The  con- 
sciousness of  rectitude  is  my  shield  against  all  the 
obloquy  which  has  been  cast  upon  my  name,  and 
my  support  under  every  accusation  which  has  been 
laid  to  my  charge.     The  Committee  will  pardon 
these  observations.     It  has,  indeed,  been  truly  said, 
by  one  not  less  distinguished  for  his  profound  po- 
litical attainments  than  his  deep  knowledge  of  the 
human  character,  that  it  becomes  a  man  to  speak 
but  seldom  of  himself.     Were  I  alone  concerned 
in  the  subject  before  you,  my  opinion  would  have 
been  expressed  by  a  silent  vote.     Short  as  my  po- 
litical experience  has  been,  f  and  my  public  services 
are    probably  near   their  close,)    1    have   learned 
enough  to  know  that  it  is  an  extremely  difficult 
task  lor  a  public  man  to  discharge  his  duty  to  his 
country  and  escape  the  malice  or  misconception 
of  others.     However  plausibly  it  may  be  main- 
tained as  a  matter  of  general  political  speculation, 
that  a  Representative  here  is  bound  by  the  will  of 
his  constituents,  it  is  not  easy  to  reconcile  this  in- 
genious theory  with  the  moral  sanctions  imposed 
by   our  Constitution.     The  responsibility  of  the 
oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  my  country  is 
upon  me,  and  however  highly  I  respect  the  opinion 
of  others,  the  obligation  to  discharge  it  faithfully 
rests  not  upon  them.     To  say  that  1  am  insensible 
to  public  favor,  would  betocleny  that  I  am  a  mere 
man.     I   am  more  anxious,  however,  to  deserve 
than  to  enjoy  it,  and  my  own  constituents  would 
be  first  to  despise  me,  justly,  were  I  to  seek  its  con- 
tinuance at   the  expense  of  sacrificing   the   first 
qualification  which  can  entitle  any  man  to  their 
good  opinion — the  firm  determination  to  discharge 
the  trust  confided  to  his  hands,  in  conformity  to 
his  own  sense  of  public  duty. 

Whatever  our  opinions  may  be  on  the  subject 
which  was  here  agitated  at  the  last  session,  it  is 
now  to  be  determined  whether  Missouri  shall  be 
admitted  to  the  distinguished  rank  of  one  of  the 
sister  States  of  our  Union.  Believing  that  the 
constitution  which  she  has  presented  to  us  is  re- 
pugnant, at  least  in  one  of  its  provisions,  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  I  am  con- 
strained to  express  an  opinion  against  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution  now  under  consideration.  The 
l,egislature  of  the  proposed  State  are  directed, "  as 
'  soon  as  may  be,  to  pass  such  laws  as  may  be  ne- 

•  cessary  to  prevent  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  from 
'  coming  to,  and  settling  in,  the  State,  under  any 

*  pretext  whatever."  The  authority  thus  conferred 
by  the  people  of  Missouri  on  their  Legislature,  in 
my  judgment,  infringes  the  security  contained  in 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  that  "  the 
citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  priv- 
ileges and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several 
States." 

The  committee  who  reported  this  resolution 
have  said,  that  "of  all  the  articles  in  our  Consti- 
tution, there  is  probably  not  one  more  difficult  to 
construe  well,"  than  this.  I  had,  indeed,  supposed, 
that,  on  the  principle  established  iti  this  article, 
rested  the  whole  structure  of  our  National  Govern- 
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ment.  It  was  upon  considerations  derived  chiefly 
from  the  nature  of  our  political  system  in  this  re- 
spect, that  I  had  at  the  last  session  formed  the 
opinion  against  our  power  to  insist  on  the  restric- 
tion proposed  to  be  inserted  in  the  bill  then  before 
us.  An  attentive  examination  of  the  characteris- 
tics which  peculiarly  distinguish  the  present  Got- 
trnment  from  the  old  Confederacy,  will  best  illus- 
trate the  true  construction  and  operation  of  this 
article  of  the  Constitution. 

The  old  Confederation  was  a  mere  league  of 
friendship  formed  among  the  States  for  their  mu- 
tual defence  and  security.     It  was  strictly  a  con- 
federacy of  State  sovereignties.     Its  powers  were 
delegated  by,  and  drawn  irom,  the  States  in  their 
corporate  capacities,  representing  the  sovereignty 
of  the  people  of  their  respective  jurisdictions.     It 
was  in  its  nature  a  treaty  of  alliance  between  dif- 
ferent nations,  who  had  recently  become  indepen- 
dent communities,  and  formed  or  adopted  for  them- 
selves constitutions  of  civil  government.      The 
particular  objects  of  the  alliance  were  special  and 
defined  in  the  terms  of  the  corapct.     These  articles 
of  union, like  other  treaties  between  sovereign  Pow- 
ers, were  susceptible  of  alteration  or  amendment 
only  with   the  unanimous  consent  of  the  State.s. 
Every  power  and  right  reserved,  was  reserved  to  the 
States.     The  people  of  the  respective  States  were 
not  as  citizens  amenable  to  its  authority  except  as 
citizens  of  the  Stale  governmnnts.     The  authority 
of  the  Confederacy  operated  only  on  the  States  in 
their  political  capacity  ;  and  its  powers  were  only 
carried  into  execution  through  their  instrumental- 
ity.    Through  these,  as  the  organs  of  the  will  of 
the  old  Congress,  and  the  agents  for  giving  effect 
to  its  operations,  it  derived  all  its  efficacy,  as  from 
them  it  had  derived  all  its  authority.     Indeed,  it 
might  well  have  been  doubled,  if  doubt  could  ex- 
ist, if  it  were  at  all  competent  to  the  States  to  have 
established  any  other  system  of  general  authority. 
The  people  of  the  respective  States  could  not  have 
been  subjected  to  a  jurisdiction  deriving  its  powers 
from  the  delegated  authority  of  their  Slate  Legis- 
latures.    This  structure  of  General  Government, 
if  government  it  might  be  named,  was  kept  to- 
gether during  the  war  only  by  the  pressure  ot  pub- 
lic calamity. 

At  the  return  of  peace  its  evils  were  felt,  and, 
for  all  the  purposes  of  union  and  defence,  it  was 
found  altogether  inefficient  or  useless.  Its  power 
was  openly  contemned,  its  operations  defeated,  and 
as  all  its  efficacy  depended  on  the  will  of  the  re- 
spective State  Legislatures,  some  of  whom  were 
prepared,  or  h.id  in  fact  resisted  its  authority,  if 
the  compact  was  not  already  virtually  dissolved, 
it  was  rapidly  hastening  to  annihilation,  or  to  a 
state  ihat  was  little  more  than  a  mockery  of  self- 
government.  Being  thus  in  its  nature  a  mere 
treaty  among  the  States,  the  citizens  of  each 
member  of  the  Confederacy  were  considered  as 
citizens  only  of  their  respective  Slate  governments. 
All  their  rights  and  immunities  beyond  these  ju- 
risdictions depended  upon  the  will  of  any  parly  of 
the  Confederacy  who  might  choose  to  withdraw 
from  the  alliance  or  set  its  authority  at  defiance. 
Among  the  evils  of  this  system  had  already  ap- 
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peared  the  very  defect  of  the  security  of  the  rights 
of  citizens  of  other  States,  and  measures  adopted 
by  some  of  the  States  had  given  cause  for  loud 
and  just  complaints  of  the  violation  of  this  secu- 
rity. The  friends  of  our  National  Union  were 
universally  alarmed.  It  was  evident  to  all,  that, 
without  a  radical  change  in  the  structure  of  the 
system,  the  fairest  fruits  of  our  independence  would 
tie  blasted,  and  that  union  on  which  depended  our 
strength,  if  not  even  the  perpetuity  of  civil  liberty 
among  us,  might  be  forever  dissolved.  The  Con- 
Tention  which  formed  our  present  Constitution  of 
civil  government,  impressed  with  this  conviction, 
discarded  the  principle  on  which  the  old  Confed- 
'Cracy  was  framed.  They  retained  merely  that  rep- 
resentation of  the  States  in  the  new  system  which 
was  necessary  to  the  security,  and  which  should 
protect  the  sovereignty  of  the  States  over  the 
powers  not  delegated  to  the  National  Government, 
The  great  and  cardinal  principle  of  our  Constitu- 
tion created  a  National  Government  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States.  Its  powers  were  derived 
from,  and  delegated  by,  the  people,  in  their  con- 
ventions, not  as  citizens  of  distinct  sovereignties, 
but  in  their  collective  capacity,  as  citizens  of  one 
great  Republic.  The  powers  vested  in  the  Gov- 
ernment now  operated  directly  on  the  people.  Its 
legislature  and  judiciary  are  the  legislature  and 
judiciary  of  the  nation.  The  public  will  no  longer 
applies  for  aid  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  States, 
but  extends  its  authority  as  the  universal  law  of 
the  nation  to  every  citizen.  The  citizens  of  the 
respective  States  are  no  longer  alien  to  each  other 
as  subjects  of  different  sovereignties.  In  relation 
to  the  powers  vested  in  the  General  Government 
we  have  become  emphaticallv  one  people,  under 
one  National  Grovernment — allied  to  each  other  as 
citizens  of  one  country — responsible  to  one  supreme 
authority — controlled  by  the  same  laws — enjoying 
equally  the  blessings  it  dispenses,  and  truly  breth- 
ren of  the  same  family.  Is  it  possible,  then,  that 
we  can  mistake  the  intention  of  the  framers  of 
this  Constitution,  or  our  own  rights,  so  far  as  to 
hesitate  on  the  true  construction  of  that  clause 
which  secures  to  the  citizens  of  each  State  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several 
States? 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  have  already 
suggested  that  my  vote  of  the  last  session  was 
founded  on  considerations  drawn  from  this  view 
of  our  national  system.  The  powers  granted  to 
the  National  Government  are  granted  equally  by 
the  whole  body  of  the  people.  Tbe  rights  retained 
are  retained  equally  by  all.  The  Congress,  acting 
under  this  uniform  grant  of  power,  acquires  no 
control  over  one  portion  of  the  nation  which  it 
cannot  rightfully  exert  over  every  other.  Its  rel- 
ative sovereignty  is  the  same  over  the  people  of 
Missouri  as  over  the  people  of  every  other  State 
k  the  Confederacy.  An  abridgment  of  the  powers 
rWained  by  one  portion  of  the  people  creates,  by 
the  very  exercise  of  such  an  authority,  a  separate 
and  distinct  frame  of  National  Government,  in 
regard  to  that  community  whose  political  rights 
are  thus  extinguished.  I  will  not  detain  the  Com- 
mittee here  by  entering  into  an  argument  rather 


foreign  to  the  direct  questions  before  us,  drawn 
from  this  view  of  the  subject  under  discussion. 
The  infCTence  which  I  would  rather  intimate  than 
establish  at  this  time,  will  perhaps  more  clearly 
suggest  itself  to  the  Committee  hereafter,  when  I 
call  their  attention  to  the  right  reserved  to  each  of 
the  States  in  relation  to  its  powers  of  determining 
to  whom  the  privilege  of  citizenship,  within  their 
respective  jurisdictions,  shall  extend,  and  the  rela- 
tive rights  and  condition  of  its  various  classes  of 
citizens. 

The  foundation  of  this  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion is  laid  deep  in  the  structure  of  the  Govern- 
ment.    It   is   capable  of  no  construction  which 
does  not  plainly  denote  the  universality  of  its  op- 
eration and  its  uniform  application  to  individual 
right  throughout  every  portion  of  the  nation.    By 
what  tenure  except  this  is  a  citizen  of  New  Yort 
invested  with  the  right  of  inheritance  to  lands  in 
Ohio  ?    By  what  other  authority  are  the  courts  of 
justice  thrown  open  in  Virginia  or  New  York  to 
the  citizens  of  every  other  State?     It  is  the  ope- 
ration of  this  clause  which  reduces  us  to  a  perfect 
equality  of  rights  with  those  around  us,  whereso- 
ever we  may  transfer  ourselves  in  every  part  of 
the  Republic.     The  right  of  acquiring  lands  by 
purchase  in  other  States — of  devising  them  to  our 
children — of  enforcing  private  contracts,  and  an 
almost  infinite  variety  of  civil  privileges,  are  all 
sustained  on  this  obvious  construction  ot  the  clause 
in  question.     To   have  omitted   it,   would,  in  a 
Grovernment  like  ours,  have  destroyed  the  whole 
harmony  of  the  system,  and  produced  the  most 
jarring  and  discordant  confliclion  of  privileges. 
Without  it,  the  citizens  of  each  State,  except  in 
I  relation  to  the  powers  specifically  delegated  to  the 
I  Union,  would  have   been   altogether  aliens  and 
strangers  to  each  other ;  without  any  other  mu- 
I  tuality  of  privileges  than  those  derived  from  their 
common  limited  National  Confederacy.     Instead 
:  of  inheriting  the  estates  of  their  ancestors  in  other 
,  States,  the  law  of  escheats  would  have  transferred 
j  them  to  foreign  sovereignty.     The  enforcement  of 
I  private  right,  if  not  the  secunty  of  personal  liberty, 
I  would   have  depended  on   the  will  or  caprice  of 
every  State  Legislature,     Regulations  of  the  most 
unjust  nature  might  have  created  and  maintained 
the  most  odious  and  oppressive  distinctions.     The 
whole  tendency  of  the  system  would  have  been  to 
estrange  us  from  each  other,  and  probably  in  th« 
course  of  time  we  should  have  found  in  the  want 
of  this  equality  of  privileges  perhaps  the  very  source 
of  disunion  itself     If,  sir,  as  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  LowNOce)  seemed 
to  admit,  cases  might  happen  in  which  it  would 
be  the  duty  of  Congress  to  reiect  the  admission  of 
a  State  into  the  Union  for  the  repugnancy  of  its 
constitution   to  that  of  the  General  Government, 
can  we  scarcely  imagine  a  case  more  deeply  afleci- 
ing  the  validity  of  our  system,  and  more  calculated 
to  lead  to  the  most  dangerous  encroachments  on 
private   rights   and  personal  liberty  than  an  im- 
pugnment of  this  clause  of  our  Constitution. 

The  power  of  determining  to  whom  the  privi- 
lege of  citizenship  shall  extend  in  the  respective 
Slates  has   been  vested,  or   rather  was  left  un- 
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touched  in  the  hands  of  the  State  Legislatures, 
with  the  single  exception  of  the  right  of  Congress 
to  regulate  the  naturalization  of  foreigners  or 
aliens.  The  power  thus  vested  in  Congress  ap- 
pears to  be  necessarily  exclusive,  and  was  proba- 
nly  intended  to  be  so.  With  this  diminution  only 
of*^  the  sovereignty  of  the  States  in  this  respect, 
the  original  power  inherent  in  every  Government 
of  determining  the  extent  of  the  right  of  citizen- 
ship remains  unimpaired  in  the  States.  It  is 
worthy  of  remark  that,  while  under  the  old  Con- 
federation, this  power  in  the  States  extended  to 
the  naturalization  of  aliens,  its  exercise  in  some  of 
them  had  produced  serious  complaints  from  the 
other  members  of  the  Confederacy.  The  adop- 
tion of  aliens  into  our  political  families  as  citi- 
zens by  the  laws  of  one  State,  gave  to  that  class 
of  persons,  by  one  of  the  articles  of  the  Confeder- 
ation, privileges  of  trade,  and  commerce,  and  im- 
munities of  citizenship,  in  the  rest  deemed  by 
many  to  have  been  productive  of  serious  inconve- 
niences to  their  own  citizens,  and  unreasonable 
interference  with  their  separate  interests.  The 
power  of  extending  the  benefit  of  naturalization 
to  aliens,  was.  therefore,  in  conformity  with  the 
other  features  of  our  Government,  which  were 
truly  national  in  regard  to  its  external  relations, 
delegated  to  the  General  Government.  With  this 
exception  only,  the  people  of  each  State  still  re- 
tain and  exercise  the  power  of  conferring  upon  all 
the  various  cla.sses  of  persons  within  their  respec- 
tive State  jurisdictions,  such  rights  and  privileges 
as  to  themselves  shall  appear  most  conducive  to 
their  interest,  and  most  consonant  to  their  own 
views  of  justice^  equality,  and  good  government. 
Whatever  inconveniences  may  be  supposed  to  re- 
sult from  the  incidental  operation  of^  this  power, 
in  relation  to  the  other  States,  must  be  attributed 
therefore  to  that  principle  of  our  Union,  without 
which  our  National  Government  would  retain  as 
little  perhaps  of  permanency  as  utility. 

The  de.'icription  of  persons  disfranchised  by  the 
proposed  constitution  of  Missouri,  have  been  ad- 
mitted to  the  rank  of  freemen  in  other  States,  and 
recognised  as  citizens.  In  the  State  of  New  York, 
for  instance,  they  have  in  many  cases  more  decisive 
characteristics  of  citizens,  and  enjoy  greater  privi- 
leges than  a  large  class  of  the  free  white  popula- 
tion, to  whom  none  would  deny  the  character  of 
citizenship.  Possessed  of  the  qualifications  for 
suffrage  required  by  her  State  constitution,  they 
exercise  the  electoral  right  of  voting  for  the  Exec- 
tive  and  Senatorial  departments,  while  a  great 
portion  of  the  free  white  population,  not  invested 
with  the  same  qualifications,  enjoy  only  the  subor- 
dinate privilege  of  electing  delegates  to  the  House 
of  Assembly,  or  are  deprived  altogether  of  the 
right  of  suffrage.  As  freemen  of  that  Slate  they 
are  represented,  even  here,  by  the  exercise  of  their 
electoral  franchise,  in  virtue  of  their  character  as 
a  portion  of  "  the  people  of  the  several  States," 
having  tbe  "qualifications  for  electors  of  the  most 
numerous  branch  of  the  State  Legislatures."  It 
would  be  no  diflScult  task,  by  referrmg  to  the  con- 
stitutions and  laws  of  many  other  States,  to  point 
out  the  same  recognition  of  this  class  of  persons 


as  free  citizens;  but  a  more  decisive  evidence  of 
the  soundness  of  this  conclusion,  is  to  be  derived 
from  the  principles  and  practice  of  the  National 
Government  itself  The  laws  of  the  United  States 
for  the  protection  of  American  seamen  from  im- 
pressment have  been  construed  (and  without  ques- 
tion of  the  correctness  of  such  an  interpretation) 
to  extend  to  this  class  of  persons.  As  "citizens 
of  the  United  States,"  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  act,  they  have  uniformly  received  certificates 
of  protection  for  their  security  against  the  viola- 
tion of  their  rights.  The  impressment  of  persons 
of  this  very  description,  among  others,  contributed 
to  our  loud  and  just  complaints  against  the  vio- 
lence of  a  foreign  Power.  In  the  official  returns 
of  impressed  American  citizens  heretofore  for- 
mally communicated  to  this  House  will  be  found 
many  of  this  class.  It  was  then  justly  considered 
that  the  oppression  of  seamen  of  this  description, 
by  the  agents  of  a  foreign  Grovernment  involved 
the  violation  of  our  national  sovereignty. 

To  establish  a  doctrine  in  relation  to  this^lass 
of  persons  who  have  been  thus  recognised  by  dif- 
ferent  States  as  free  citizens,  which  should  de- 


clause  of  our 
many    cases 


prive  them  of  the  benefit  of  this 
national  Constitution,  would,  in 
deeply  affecting  their  personal  rights,  be  produc- 
tive of  peculiar  hardship  and  injustice.  Let  us 
suppose  that  one  of  this  class,  in  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, dying  intestate,  should  leave  the  inheritance 
of  his  lands  to  his  children,  also  free,  but  residing 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  there  invested  with  the  rights 
of  citizens.  What  power  among  us  could  right- 
fully be  exerted  consistently  with  the  privileges 
secured  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
to  deprive  them  of  the  enjoyment  of  such  an  in- 
heritance ?  What  principle  of  sovereignty  re- 
served by  our  compact  to  the  State  of  Missouri 
could  thus  limit  the  operation  of  the  supreme  right 
of  Pennsylvania  to  confer  upon  the  citizens  which 
she  had  adopted  or  recognised  these  privileges  ? 

But  the  exercise  of  such  a  power  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  Missouri  would  not  only  thus  defeat  one 
of  the  greatest  blessings  of  the  Union,  but  might 
operate  as  a  control  on  the  power  of  tbe  Greneral 
Government  itself  Let  us  consider  the  effect  of 
a  measure  of  this  sort,  of  the  Legislature  of  that 
State,  in  its  operation  on  a  personal  right  derived 
from  the  United  States.  I  know  of  no  impedi- 
ment to  persons  of  this  description  becoming  pur- 
chasers of  the  public  lands,  and  deriving  title  to 
them  from  others.  In  the  case,  too,  of  the  distri- 
bution of  the  military  bounty  lands,  patents  may 
issue  to  persons  of  this  class.  Inseparably  an- 
nexed to  such  a  grant  is  the  right  of  occupation  ; 
and  can  we  succes-^fully  maintain  a  doctrine  which 
might  in  this  way  indirectly  render  the  State  laws 
of  Missouri,  if  not  paramount  to  the  laws  of  the 
Union,  at  least  effectual  to  defeat  the  rights  cre- 
ated under  them  ?  From  every  view  of  this  sub- 
ject, the  conclusion  in  my  mind  is  inevitable,  that 
the  State  of  Missouri  must  yield  up  this  assump- 
tion of  power  to  the  supreme  control  of  the  na- 
tional Constitution.  Tbe  citizens  of  the  other 
States  must  enjoy  within  her  jurisdiction  all  the 
rights,  privileges,  and  immunities  of  citizens,  sub- 
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ject  lo  no  restraints  or  conditions  not  equally  im- 
posed on  the  citizens  of  Missouri  herself.  If  the 
arbitrary  (I  mean  not,  despotic)  distinction  created 
in  her  Constitution  can  be  maintained,  she  might 
with  equal  right  extend  it  much  further,  and  deny 
to  all  citizens  of  other  Slates  who  had  not,  for  in- 
stance, reached  the  age  of  forty  years,  or  who 
shall  be  born  after  her  admission  into  the  Union, 
the  right  of  emigration  to  the  Slate. 

Is  Missouri,  then,  already  an  independent  Slate, 
and  the  resolution  now  proposed  merely  declara- 
tory of  that  fact?  The  honorable  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr,  Lowndes,)  if  1  understood 
him  rightly,  considered  that  when  the  people  of 
Missouri,  in  their  convention,  called  by  virtue  of 
the  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  the  last  session,  had 
answered  the  question  that  it  was  expedient  to 
form  a  constitution  of  State  government,  their 
right  of  self-government  as  a  State  commenced. 
It  was  evident  that  this  right  must  have  been  de- 
rived, if  at  all,  from  this  section,  and  by  authority 
conferred  by  the  Congress,  who  were  invested  by 
the  Constitution  with  the  sovereignty  over  her. 
She  could  acquire  no  right  to  proceed  to  call  a 
convention — to  propound  the  question,  or  to  form 
any  constitution  whatever,  without  our  previous 
consent  that  she  should  exercise  such  powers. 
To  determine,  then,  whether,  by  virtue  of  the 
authority  given  by  the  act,  and  in  conformity  to 
its  provisions,  (under  which  she  has  professed  to 
act,)  the  power  thus  conferred  has  been  executed 
on  her  part,  it  fs  first  necessary  to  fix  the  fair  and 
reasonable  interpretation  of  the  act  itself.  To 
establish  this,  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  travel 
out  of  the  very  section  under  which  is  .^^upposed 
that  this  right  of  self-government,  as  an  indepen- 
dent State,  has  been  created.  The  members  of 
the  convention  were  by  this  section  of  the  act 
directed  at  their  meeting  first  to  determine,  "  whe- 

*  iher  it  be  or  be  not  expedient  ai  that  time  to  form 

*  a  constitution  and  State  government  for  the  peo- 

*  pie  within  the  said  Territory,  &.c,,  and,  if  it  be 
'  deemed  expedient,  the  convention  shall  be,  and 

*  are,  authorized  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 

*  government,"  dec.  "  Provided,  That  the  same, 
'  whenever  formed,  shall  be  republican,  and  not 
'  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
'  Stales,"  If  the  authority  contained  in  this  sec- 
tion conferred  ou  the  people  of  Missouri  an  un- 
qualified power  to  form  their  constitution  in  such 
manner  and  with  such  proviiiions  as  they  might 
in  their  own  discretion  choose  to  adopt,  the  au- 
thority has  perhaps  been  executed,  and  they  might 
be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  grant  contained 
in  the  act.  But,  to  my  mind,  no  such  authority 
was  ever  granted  by  Congress,  The  proviso 
wliich  is  annexed  is,  in  the  most  liberal  sense, 
strictly  a  condition,  qualifying,  throughout,  the 
whole  power  granted  in  the  section,  and,  with- 
out conformity  to  its  spirit,  no  exercise  of  the 
power  contemplated  by  the  act  could  be  valid  or 
efiectual,  for  any  purpose,  against  the  sovereignty 
of  the  United  Stales.  If  Missouri  seeks,  there- 
fore, to  establish  her  independence  as  a  State  by 
virtue  of  the  power  thus  conferred,  she  has  acqui- 
red the  right  in  violation  of  the  rery  authority 


under  which  she  claims.  The  conformity  of  her 
constitution  to  that  of  the  United  Slates  was  obli- 
gatory on  the  convention.  No  power  has  been 
granted  to  form  any  constitution  of  civil  govern- 
ment whatever  which  should  not  strictly  accord 
to  the  National  Constitution.  Much  less  can  the 
erection  of  a  frame  of  government  violating  it,  in 
one  of  its  most  essential  provisions,  be  deemed  lo 
have  been  an  execution  of  the  authority  granted 
in  this  section.  The  whole  of  this  section  must 
be  construed  together,  and  the  qualification  con- 
tained in  the  proviso  extends  its  operation  as  well 
to  the  power  of  propounding  the  general  question 
to  the  convention  as  to  the  actual  formation  of  the 
propo.sed  constitution.  The  question  lo  be  put  to 
the  convention  w^as,  substantially,  Is  it  now  expe- 
dient to  form  a  constitution  of  State  government, 
in  conformity  to  the  authority  conferred  by  Con- 
gress ?  As  this  constitution  is  therefore  repugnant 
lo  that  of  the  United  States,  and  lo  the  very  power 
under  which  it  has  professedly  been  made,  the 
authority  contained  in  the  act  of  the  last  session 
cannot  be  deemed  lo  have  been  executed  at  all. 
Between  Missouri  and  the  Congress,  she  stands 
on  the  same  ground  as  if  the  convention  had 
never  met.  The  course  of  argument  which  has 
been  urged  against  this  conclusion  would  have 
equally  maintained  a  propasilion  that  Missouri 
was  an  independent  Slate,  had  the  convention, 
after  determining  that  it  was  expedient  to  form  a 
constitution,  proceeded  even  to  the  creation  of  a 
monarchy.  The  dispensation  of  the  condition 
that  her  government  should  be  republican  might 
as  well,  and  by  the  samecourse  of  reasoning,  been 
granted,  as  that  of  conformity  to  our  National 
Constitution.  Indeed,  sir,  it  may  well  be  consid- 
ered that,  had  neither  of  these  conditions  been 
expressed  in  the  act,  Missouri  would  still  hare 
been  bound  to  have  conformed  lo  them  both. 

The  Congress  themselvess  possess  no  power  to 
authorize  the  people  of  the  Territories  to  form 
constitutions,  preparatory  to  their  admission  into 
the  Union,  which  shall  not  conform  lo  that  of  the 
United  States,  Such  a  power  as  this  would  de- 
feat the  very  end  of  the  Government,  inasmuch  as 
it  would  necessarily  be  a  subversion  of  the  Con- 
stitution itself.  Conditions  of  this  sort  are  deemed 
to  be  tacitly,  and  of  political  necessity,  annexed 
lo  every  authority  of  this  kind  granted  by  Con- 
gress. There  is,  in  the  case  of  Missouri,  another 
condition,  also,  contained  in  the  same  proviso:  that 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  "shall  never  inter- 
fere with  the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil  by  the 
United  States,"  Could  it  be  reasonably  or  suc- 
cessfully maintained  that  a  constitution  containing 
a  palpable  violation  of  this  reservation,  would 
have  been  a  compliance  with  the  authority  grant- 
ed by  this  act  ?  Nor  is  this  all — ihere  is  one  fur- 
ther condition :  that  the  Legislature  shall  never 
interfere  with  "any  regulations  which  Congress 
may  find  necessary  for  securing  the  title  in  suck 
soil  to  the  bonajide  purchasers,"  The  precise  im- 
port of  the  regulations  here  intended  may  not  be 
very  clearly  understood  j  but  the  title  to  the  public 
lands  could  hardly  be  deemed  to  be  secured  by 
Congress  in  any  way,  so  long  as  it  was  considered 


competent  in  the  Legislature  of  Missouri  to  deny 
the  right  of  occupation  and  enjoyment  of  them  lo 
any  class  of  purchasers.  Had  the  convention 
have  failed  to  have  provided,  "  by  an  ordinance, 
irrevocable  without  the  consent  of  the  United 
Slates,"  for  the  security  of  the  terms  stated  in  the 
proviso  lo  the  6lh  section  of  the  act,  could  she  have 
claimed  the  benefit  of  the  donations  granted  in 
the  propositions  offered  to  her  in  the  same  section  ? 
Certainly  not;  and  for  the  reason  that  this  proviso 
operates  also  as  a  condition,  the  performance  of 
which  is  indispensable  to  the  perfection  of  those 
grants.  There  is  yet  another  condition  secured, 
by  way  of  proviso,  in  the  second  section  of  the 
act:  that  "the  said  State  shall  have  concurrent 
jurisdiction  in  the  river  Mi.<«issippi,  .so  far  as  the 
said  river  shall  form"  its  common  boundary  with 
other  Stales,  and  that  it  shall  be  "  forever  tree,  as 
well  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Stale,  as  to 
other  citizens  of  the  United  Stales,  without  any 
tax,  duty,  impost,  or  toll  therefor,  itu posed  by  the 
said  Slate."  Had  the  convention,  disregarding 
this  reservation  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
expressly  authorized  the  Legislature  to  impose  a 
transit  duty  on  the  navigation  of  the  river,  would 
the  Slates  of  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee,  re- 
cognise in  such  an  infringement  of  their  rights  a 
compliance  with  the  authority  granted  by  this 
act?  Would  Missouri  be  recognised  as  an  inde- 
pendent State,  had  she  set  at  naught  all  these  con- 
ditions, thus  annexed  to  the  power  under  which 
her  convention  acted  ?  If  the  failure  to  conform 
to  these  conditions,  which  originate  chiefly  from 
expediency,  would  have  deprived  her,  as  a  Stale 
governnunt,  of  the  privileges  depending  on  their 
performance,  much  less  can  she  claim  the  right  of 
self-government,  having  failed  to  comply  with 
that  higher  and  more  indi.<ipensable  condition — a 
strict  conformity  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

But,  sir,  independent  of  any  objections  to  the 
passage  of  this  re.solulion,  arising  out  of  the  act  of 
the  last  session,  I  cannot  reconcile  it  lo  my  own 
sense  of  duty  to  give  to  it  my  .sanction,  so  long  as 
my  opinion  is  that  this  clause  of  her  constitution 
is  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  under  which  I 
here  act.  Had  Missouri  established  an  hereditary 
Senate,  or  framed  a  government  composed  of 
King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  acting  on  the  same 
principle,  I  should  deem  it  no  more  an  impugn- 
ment, except  in  a  higher  degree,  of  our  Constitu- 
tion, than  m  the  case  now  before  us.  Missouri 
cannot  become  a  party  to  our  national  compact, 
except  on  the  terms  of  the  compact  iiself.  Any 
other  union  between  us,  as  States,  would  create  a 
political  solecism  in  the  Confederacy.  It  may,  in- 
deed, be  true,  that  clauses  may  be  found  in  some 
of  the  constitutions  of  the  old  Slates,  equally  re- 

Eugnant  to  the  national  Constitution.  I  have  nut 
een  able  to  examine  them  thoroughly,  but,  as 
most  of  these  constitutions  were  framed  previous 
to  the  adoption  of  the  present  Constitution  of  the 
Union  in  such  Slates,  all  clauses  of  this  sort  have 
been  virtually  abrogated  by  the  people  by  the 
adoption  of  our  present  system  iu  the  subsequent 
conventions  called  for  its  ratification.    Had  one 


of  the  original  States,  however,  on  acceding  to  the 
Union,  ratified  the  Con.stituiion,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  any  particular  article  or  clause,  it  would 
hardly  have  been  contended  that  she  should  have 
been  received  into  the  Confederacy.  For  my  own 
part,  I  cannot  distinguish  between  this  case  and 
that  of  Missouri.  In  the  one  the  Stale  would  prob- 
ably have  been  excluded  from  the  Union  for  with- 
holding its  assent  to  the  powers  granted  to  the 
National  Government;  in  the  other,  the  impugn- 
ment of  the  rights  secured  by  the  Constitution  in 
effect  abrogates  one  of  its  articles,  and  equally 
forms  an  exception  in  her  assent  lo  the  same  pow- 
ers. The  insertion  of  this  condition  into  the  act 
of  the  last  session,  is  virtually  an  acknowledg- 
ment, on  the  part  of  the  Congress,  of  the  neces- 
sity of  universally  maintaining  a  strict  conformity 
lo  the  Constitution  in  the  formation  of  new  States. 

To  preserve  in  its  original  harmony  the  distri- 
bution of  powers,  under  our  complex  system,  it  is 
not  of  less  importance  to  maintain  the  powers  of 
the  General  Government,  and  the  privileges  se- 
cured under  it,  than  to  resist  its  encroachments  on 
the  sovereignly  of  the  States,  The  perpetuity  of 
the  whole  system  depends,  in  the  chiefest  degree, 
on  the  most  watchful  vigilance  in  the  National 
Legislature  on  every  Constitutional  point.  If  this 
clause  in  the  constitution  of  Missouri  was  clearly 
susceptible  of  an  interpretation  so  limited  in  its 
application  as  not  lo  be  mistaken,  I  would  cheer- 
fully submit  it  to  her  own  Legislature;  but,  to  my 
mind,  its  terms  are  too  comprehensive  to  enable 
me  to  arrive  at  such  a  conclusion,  I  have  wished, 
indeed,  that  it  were  so,  for  the  sake  of  allaying,  in 
some  measure,  the  excitement  which  has  convulsed 
the  nation.  This  unhappy  subject  seems  destined, 
however,  still  lo  distract  the  national  councils,  and 
scatter  discontent  throughout  the  Union.  Wher- 
ever it  is  met,  at  every  step  we  seem  to  tread  upon 
thorns. 

Deeply  as  I  regret  the  necessity  which  compels 
me  to  vote  against  this  resolution,  I  do  not  appre- 
hend the  consequences  which  many  imagine  may 
be  the  result  of  our  proceedings.  Be  they,  how- 
ever, what  they  may,  I  cannot,  on  a  question 
affeciing  the  Constitution,  take  them  into  my 
consideration.  Although  Missouri  must,  by  the 
determination  of  Congress,  remain  a  Territory 
still,  the  necessity  of  that  coercion  lo  any  portion 
of  the  country,  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  who 
has  preceded  me  in  this  discussion,  I  hope  is  yet 
very  far  di>tant.  Whenever  the  period  arrives 
that  shall  render  it  necessary  to  unite  the  Stales 
by  the  arm  of  force,* the  Confederacy  dissolves 
with  the  moral  principle  which  is  the  foundation 
of  our  Union.  It  is  this  which  pre-eminently  dis- 
tinguishes us  from  the  Governments  of  the  Old 
World.  While  in  other  countries  Government  is 
chiefly  felt  in  the  oppression  of  ius  citizens,  and 
only  maintained  by  the  exertion  of  power  in  its 
most  odious  aspect,  it  is  here  known  only  by  the 
blessings  which  it  silently  di.spcnses,  and  sustained 
by  the  moral  sentiment  of  the  people.  Coercion 
may  be  the  foundation  of  good  government  in  a 
penitentiary  or  a  mad-house,  but,  in  our  Repablic, 
where  military  force  begins  there  union  ends.    But 
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sir,  there  is  a  fund  of  good  sense  remaining  among  ' 
us,  and  a  warm  attachment  to  oar  institutions  ner- 
vajding  the  hearts  of  our  countrymen,  which,  when 
called  into  action,  will  yet  heal  the  wounded  spirits 
of  all.     The  inestimable  blessings  of  our  Union  ' 
are  too  deeply  felt  and  valued  to  be  lightly  or 
rashly  thrown  away.     The  South  and  the  North,  i 
odious  as  these  appellations  are,  have  found  it 
hitherto  the  safety  of  all  our  rights,  and  will  yet 
confidently  cherish  it  as  the  sanctuary  of  all  our  ' 
liberties. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  took  the  floor. 
He  bad  not  expected,  he  said,  to  have  engaged  m 
the  discussion  to-day,  and  should  necessarily,  there- 
fore, speak  without  preparation  ;  but  he  promised 
the  Committee,  that,  in  the  few  remarks  which  he 
should  submit,  he  should  observe  every  possible  ] 
degree  of  brevity.  j 

The  subject  now  under  consideration,  he  said, 
was  one  which  had  become  painful  to  the  nation, 
and,  he  feared,  painful  to  the  House.  But  it  was 
one  to  be  decided,  and  it  was  his  most  earnest  wish 
that  the  decision  should  be  such  as  to  avert  any  : 
possible  evil  foreseen  by  any  of  the  gentlemen  who 
nad  discussed  the  subject.  j 

The  member  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Storrs,)  ■ 
and  the  member  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Ser-  ; 
GEANT,)  while  they  had  denied   to  Missouri  the 
condition  of  a  State,  would  not  undertake  to  say 
to  the  Committee  what  would  be  the  condition  of! 
the  people  of  Missouri  should  this  resolution  not , 
pass.     That  question,   thev    said,   was  not  now  i 
before  the  Committee ;  when,  however,  it  should  ' 
be  presented  at  some  after  time,  and  in  some  other 
shape,  they  would  endeavor  to  decide  it  as  under 
the  circumstance  should  then  appear  to  be  right.  I 
But,  Mr.  B.  said,  it  is  a  question  which  must,  at  | 
this  moment,  enter  into  the  consideration  of  every  ' 
member  of  this  Committee,  what  is  the  condition  I 
of  Missouri?     It  is  a  question,  the  decision  and  I 
consequences  of  which  are  much  and  intimately  j 
connected  with  the  immediate  question  now  sub- ' 
mitted  to  the  Committee.  | 

Is  Missouri  a  State,  or  is  she  a  Territory  ?  If' 
she  be  a  State,  she  is  a  sovereign  and  independent 
State,  unconnected  with  the  Confederacy,  or  a  { 
State  deriving  the  rights,  and  subject  to  the  obli- 1 
gations,  which  the  Federal  compact  devolves  upon 
every  Suie  in  the  Union  ?  These  are  questions 
which  must  be  decided  in  some  shape,  because 
they  must  be  practically  acted  upon.  Missouri  is 
a  Government ;  she  has  an  Executive,  a  Legisla- 
ture, a  Judiciary— a  porlioff  of  which  at  least  have 
been  m  action.  Are  we,  said  Mr.  B.,  prepared  to 
recall  them  ?  Are  we  prepared  to  say  to  Missouri, 
your  Legislature  has  no  legislative  powers,  your 
Governor  no  executive  powers  ?  Are  we  prepared 
to  say  to  her,  you  shall  revert  to  your  territorial 
condition,  under  which  vve  are  authorized  to  legis- 
late for  you?  Is  there tfny  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee who  will  rise  in  his  place  and  take  that 
ground  ?  He  presumed  not ;  and,  if  not,  he  asked, 
what  is  her  condition?  It  is  this:  the  people 
of  a  portion  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
were  authorized  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 


government,  and,  having  formed  such  State  gor- 
ernment,  were  to  be  received  into  the  Union  of 
these  States  on  an  equal  footing  with  every  other 
State.     What  is  it  that  makes  a  State  ?     Is  it  not 
the  formation  of  a  constitution-^the  creation  of 
departments  of  government — the  delineation   of 
the  manner  in  which  the  power  of  the  people  shall 
be  exercised  by  their  Representatives,  and  the  dis- 
tribution of  that  power  among  the  agents  of  the 
people  ?    Has  this  been  done  in  Missouri  ?    It  has. 
The  member  from  New  York  had  acknowledged, 
that  if  Missouri  be  a  State,  she  is  a  State  in  this 
Union.    Mr.  B.  said  he  imagined  the  gentleman 
was  driven  to  this  conclusion  :  for,  if  Missouri  be 
a  State,  and  not  one  of  the  United  States,  in  what 
relation  does  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
stand  to  her  ?     In  what  character  does  it  stand  as 
to  the  public  lands,  the  navigation  of  her  rivers, 
the  revenue,  and  the  various  other  relations  of  the 
United  States  to  that  Territory  ?     Will  it  be  con- 
tended, said  he,  that  we  can  impase  Federal  obli- 
gations unless  she  has  Federal  rights?     No,  said 
Mr.  B.,  unless  she  be  a  State  of  the  Union,  we 
have  no  control,  no  power  over  her.     It  might 
even  be  questioned,  if  she  was  denied  to  bea  State 
of  the  Union,  what  is  the  extent  of  the  claim  which 
we  have  to  lands  within  the  territorial  extent  of 
that  State.     These,  Mr.  B.  said,  were  questions 
which,  in  the  view  that  he  should  take  of  the  sub- 
ject, he  would  not  discuss  further,  than  to  say, 
that,  by  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
the  people  of  Missouri  were  authorized  to  form  a 
constitution  and  State  government.     They  have 
done  so.     When  they  had  done  so,  by  the  lorce  of 
that  law  they  were  to  be  a  State.     That  period 
has  passed  ;  and  they  are  a  State  of  right,  and 
entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  that  condition. 

What,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  the  provision  of  the  Con- 
stitution which  has  been  referred  to  as  being  vio- 
lated ?     It   is,  that  "the  cijizens  of  each   Slate 
I  shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immunities 
of  citizens  in  the  several  States."     And  this  pro- 
vision of  the  Constitution  was  said  to  be  contra- 
dicted by  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  because  a 
clause  in  the  latter  enjoins  on  the  Legislature  to 
pass  such  laws  for  the  exclusion  from  the  State  of 
people  of  a  certain  description.     To  maintain  this 
proposition,  the  opponents  of  Missouri  would  have 
to  make  out  that  the  persons  thus  proposed  to  be 
excluded  are  citizens  of  the  States.     The  mem- 
ber from   Pennsylvania  had  yesterday   told   the 
House  that  he  would  not  undertake  to  say  what  a 
citizen  is.     In  that  particular,  Mr.  B.  said,  in  his 
estimation,  the  gentleman  did  not  perform  a  duty 
which  devolved  on  him.     On  whom,  in  this  case, 
did  the  burden  of  proof  devolve  ?     We,  said  Mr. 
B.,  offer  the  constitution  of  a  new  State,  formed 
under  the  authority  of  law.     You  oppose  it,  be- 
cause you  say  it  is  incompatible  with  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States.     With  what  provis- 
ion is  it  incompatible?     With   that  which  has 
been  already  stated.     Did  it  not  then  belong  to 
gentlemen  who  oppose  the  admission  of  Missouri 
to  show,  that  those  people  whom  she  proposes  to 
exclude  are  citizens,  in  the  sense  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  before  they  asserted  that 
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the  constitution  of  Mis.«;ouri   was   irreconcilable 
with  that  of  the  United  States  t 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would  not 
say  affirmatively  what  makes  a  citizen,  but  he  said 
that,  to  constitute  a  man  a  citizen,  it  was  not  in- 
dispensable that  he  should  have  a  right  of  voting. 
To  make  any  reasoning  conclusive,  Mr.  B.  said. 
we  must  distinctly  see,  in  the  outset,  what  one  side 
admits,  and  what  the  other  denies.  To  know  this 
was  indispensable  to  a  correct  conclusion  on  any 
disputed  point.  Let  us  then  inquire,  said  he,  who 
are  citizens?  F'or,  in  his  humble  opinion,  that 
point,  which  the  member  from  Pennsylvania  did 
not  choose  to  discuss,  lay  at  the  root  of  this  ques- 
tion, and  its  decision  was  unavoidable. 

I  will  undertake,  said  Mr.  B.,  what  the  member 
from  Pennsylvania  would  not.  I  will  define  what 
is  meant  by  the  term  citizen — what  are  the  quali- 
ties which  constitute  citizenship.  He  might  mis- 
take, he  said,  in  this  position ;  but,  according  to 
the  best  lights  he  had,  it  was  correct;  and  if  so, 
it  would  seem  to  lead  to  a  conclusion  directly  con- 
trary to  that  drawn  by  the  member  from  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  term  citizen,  Mr.  B.  said,  could  not 
with  propriety  be  applied  to  any  one  unless  under 
these  circumstances:  that  he  should  be  possessed 
of  all  at  least  of  the  civil  rights,  if  not  of  the  po- 
litical, of  every  other  person  in  the  community, 
under  like  circumstances,  of  which  he  is  not  de- 
prived for  some  cause  personal  to  himself. 

If,  said  he,  I  am  correct  in  this  definition,  let  us 
proceed  to  apply  it  to  the  people  who  are  the  sub- 
ject of  this  inquiry,  and  see  how  far  their  condi- 
tion places  them  within  the  scope  of  it. 

This,  however,  was  not  the  view  of  the  ques- 
tion which  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  presenting. 
In  the  view  which  he  was  about  to  take,  he  shoufd 
proceed  upon  the  supposition  that  the  constitution 
of  Missouri  was  properly  before  the  Committee 
for  consideration,  and  that  the  true  inquiry  was, 
does  this  constitution  contain,  or  not,  any  provis- 
ion incompatible  with  the  superior  provisions  of 
the  Federal  Constitution?  It  would  be  his  en- 
deavor to  show  that  it  does  not.  Whatever  opin- 
ion he  might  entertain  of  the  condition  of  the 
State,  or  of  the  powers  of  this  House  in  relation 
to  it,  it  did  not  impinge  on  the  view  that  he  should 
present,  which  admitted,  for  the  opponents  of  Mis- 
souri, the  position  most  favorable  to  them,  that 
the  constitution  was  now  properly  submitted  for 
consideration,  and  for  the  examination  of  the 
question  whether  it  contains  any  provision  in  con- 
flict with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Before  he  proceeded  to  do  this,  however,  he 
said,  he  would  dismiss  the  objections  which  might 
be  offered  to  the  definition  which  he  had  taken 
the  liberty  to  give.  It  might  be  said,  for  example, 
that  even  in  Virginia  one  white  man  is  entitled  to 
a  particular  right,  while  another  is  not.  Still,  Mr. 
B.  said,  his  definition  applied,  because  all  under 
like  circumstances  had  like  rights.  Show  me,  in 
Virginia,  said  he,  or  in  any  other  State  with  the 
laws  of  which  I  am  acquainted,  any  white  man 
who  is  deprived  of  the  rights  of  other  white  men 
similarly  circumstanced.  Every  white  man  of 
Virginia  who  has  a  freehold  voles.  Females  do 
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not  vote;  but  all  females  do  not  vote.  All  white 
persons  in  Virginia  may  sue  and  be  soed ;  all  are 
entitled  to  the  great  civil  rights  of  personal  liberty 
and  the  free  possession  and  enjoyment  of  personal 
properly.  It  was  no  objection,  therefore,  to  the 
definition  which  Mr.  B.  had  presented,  that,  in  a 
community,  there  were  distinctions,  some  having 
rights  which  others  have  not;  because  they  were 
not  in  like  circumstances.  A  young  man  under 
the  age  of  twenty  one  years  cannot  make  a  will; 
but  all  persons  under  like  circumstances  are  siib- 
ject  to  the  same  disability.  A  man  above  forty- 
five  years  of  age  is  exempted  from  militia  duty  j 
but  aU  above  the  age  of  forty-five  are  exempt. 
Shovv  me  an  insUnce,  said  Mr.  B.,  in  any  State 
in  this  Union,  where,  among  white  men,  rights 
are  enjoved  by  some  which  are  forbidden  toothers 
under  like  circumstances.     It  cannot  be  shown. 

Is  there,  then,  said  he,  pursuing  the  purpose  of 
his  argument,  a  State  of  this  Union  in  which 
colored  men  have  all  the  civil  rights  of  any  other 
citizen  in  the  community  to  which  they  belong? 
He  proceeded  to  examine  the  laws  of  the  several 
States  on  this  subject.  In  Virginia,  a  colored 
man — yes,  even  a  slave,  and  of  that  class  over 
whom  it  was  supposed,  by  those  unacquainted  with 
facts,  that  so  much  tyranny  was  exercised — is  se- 
cured against  at  least  one  undue  degree  of  personal 
violence.  The  free  man  of  color  rises  higher — to 
the  dignity  of  the  right  to  sue  and  to  be  sued,  to 
acquire  property,  to  make  contracts.  He  was  yet 
under  one  signal  political  disability — he  is  not  al- 
lowed the  right  of  suffrage;  and  under  an  impor- 
tant civil  disability,  not  being  allowed  to  give  tes- 
timony in  any  suit  in  which  a  white  man  is  a 
party.  In  North  Carolina,  persons  of  this  descrip- 
tion are  indulged  in  the  highest  political  privilege^ 
the  right  of  suffrage,  and  are  yet  deprived  of  the 
privilege  of  giving  testimony  in  any  case  in  which 
a  white  man  is  a  party — a  privilege  which  can 
only  be  wrested  from  a  white  man  for  some  cause 
particular  to  himself.     In  Virginia,  further,  in  re- 

fard  to  manumitted  slaves,  considering  them  as 
ostile  to  public  peace,  as  the  brand  of  discord  be- 
tween the  whites  and  another  class  of  persons,  it 
was  declared,  by  the  law,  that  every  manumitted 
slave  should,  within  twelve  months  after  the  act 
of  manumission,  leave  the  State,  or  forfeit  the 
rights  he  had  acquired. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  not,  as  he  might,  go  fur- 
ther into  detail  on  this  point:  it  was  sufficient  to 
say,  in  general,  that  free  people  of  color  are  in  ail 
the  Stales  deprived  of  many  of  the  rights  of  white 
men.  Was  thpre  any  State  in  the  Union  in  which 
they  were  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  civil  rights? 
Mr.  B.  .said  he  took  some  degree  of  interest  in 
looking  to  the  laws  of  Massachusetts  in  regard  to 
this  description  of  people,  who,  it  had  been  said, 
enjoyed  in  that  Slate  an  unqualified  equality  with 
the  whites.  But  he  found,  on  examination,  it  was 
otherwise.  He  found  a  penalty  was  imposed  by 
law  of  fifty  pounds  on  any  minister  who  marries 
a  white  with  a  colored  person,  and  it  was  declared, 
that  any  such  marriages  should  be  null  and  void 
in  law — and  on  what  grounds?  Not  upon  the 
ground  of  crime  in  the  parties,  carrying  with  it 
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disability.  Was  it  not  upon  the  ground  of  the  dis- 
qualification of  one  oi  the  parties  to  make  that 
particular  contract  ?  How  disqualified  ?  Because 
of  his  color,  certainly.  The  party  may  be  of  age- 
in  the  exercise  of  his  sound  senses ;  he  may  be  able 
to  make  contracts  in  relation  to  property  ;  but,  in 
regard  to  marriage — in  that  particular  in  which, 
above  all  other  thmgs,  we  ougnt  to  pursue  our  own 
happiness,  in  our  own  way,  he  may  not  contract, 
but  under  certain  circumstances,  that  is,  with  a  per- 
son of  color.  Whom  God  has  joined,  let  no  man 
put  asunder — but  in  old  Massachusetts  they  do  put 
asunder  the  colored  person  who  intermarries  with 
the  white. 

We  find,  <hen,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  in  the  East  and 
North,  as  well  as  in  the  South  and  West,  there  are 
certain  distinctions  crowing  out  of  color.     They 
are  distinctions  founded  in  the  best  good  sense,  in 
the  preservation  of  public  morality  and  of  the  dig- 
nity of  our  nature,  and  in  the  consideration  that 
between  the  whites  and  the  blacks  there  never  can 
be  an  incorporation  which  is  calculated  to  add  to 
the  happiness  or  elevate  the  dignity  of  either  party. 
Mr.  B.  asked,  in  further  illustration  of  the  denial 
of  civil  rights,  even  in   the   Eastern  States,  to 
colored  persons,  whether  a  colored  man  had  ever 
been  known  to  sit  on  a  jury?    He  was  told  not. 
This  attempt  to  maintam  a  principle  in  theory, 
which  was  abandoned   in   practice,  forcibly  re- 
minded him  of  an  incident  in  Roman  history.     It 
was  known  that  there  was  a  long  and  severe  con- 
test in  that  republic  between  tne  patricians  and 
the  plebeians,  in  relation  to  a  claim  set  up  by  the 
latter,  of  the  right  of  being  elected  to  the  Consul- 
ship ;  and  yet,  after  this  pretension  was  acquiesced 
in,  a  century  perhaps  elapsed  before  any  plebeian 
was  actually  elected.     Was  there  any  other  State 
in  this  Union,  Mr.  B.  asked,  which  had  declared 
the  free  man  of  color  to  be  equal  in  his  civil  and 
political  rights  to  the  white  man  ?     If  so,  he  called 
on  gentlemen  to  produce  it. 

There  was  a  time,  Mr.  B.  went  on  to  say,  when 
the  man  of  color  and  the  white  man  were  not 
equal  in  any  part  of  this  country,  even  in  theory. 
The  population  which  came  to  this  country  from 
abroad  were  Europeans  or  the  descendants  of  Eu- 
ropeans. They  found  the  aborigines  here,  but,  as 
far  as  they  came  from  abroad,  they  were  of  Eu- 
ropean birth  or  descent.  This  other  race,  said  Mr. 
B.,  got  among  us  afterwards.  I  deeply  regret 
that  they  did.  When  they  came,  they  were  slaves. 
He  called  upon  gentlemen  to  show  the  words,  in 
any  of  the  State  constitutions,  which  declare  that 
a  man  of  color,  become  or  born  free,  shall  be  ele- 
vated to  the  grade  of  the  whites.  He  would  re- 
fer, he  said,  to  some  clauses  in  constitutions  on 
which  he  supposed  gentlemen  would  rely  to  prove 
this ;  but  he  would  show  that  those  clauses  would 
not  bear  them  out. 

Do  you  find  it,  said  he,  in  the  constitution  of  New 
York  or  of  Massachusetts,  that  free  people  of  col- 
or shall  vote  ?  No  ;  you  will  find  that  every  male 
person  or  male  inhabitant  shall  vote  ;  and,  under 
this  clause,  it  is  said  that  free  persons  of  color  have 
equal  rights  with  the  whites.  If  upon  that  con- 
struction, these  persons  are  considered  as  citizens. 


who  else  are  not  7  Aliens  are  male  persons.  Were 
gentlemen  prepared  to  say,  that  an  Englishman  or 
an  Irishman,  having  a  six  mouths  residence,  and 
being  a  free  citizen,  should  have  a  right  to  vote  at 
all  elections  ?  He  would  state  a  case  yet  more 
impressive,  deriving  an  argument  from  tne  condi- 
tion of  certain  unhappy  remnants  of  the  aborigi- 
nals lingering  out  their  wretched  lives  among 
the  inhabitants  of  these  States ;  there  were  some 
of  those  persons  in  Massachusetts  and  some  in 
other  States.  Are  they  not  free  persons?  YeL 
do  you  sufier  them  to  vole,  or  to  sue  and  be  suedf 
Do  you  receive  them  as  witnesses  ?  Are  they  en- 
titled to  those  civil,  much  less  those  political  rights, 
which  are  required  to  constitute  them  a  partoT  the 
body  politic  ?  Was  ever  one  of  them  a  juror  or 
a  witness  ?  Can  they  elect  or  be  elected  to  any 
office  ?  Can  they  hold  property,  except  under  re- 
gulations  which  are  prescribed  to  them,  and  pre- 
scribed, too,  by  legislatures  in  which  they  are 
not  represented  ?  They  cannot.  What  is  the  dis- 
tinction between  their  case  and  that  of  the  free 
people  of  color  ?  They  equally  come  into  the  de- 
finition of  male  persons  and  male  inhabitants. 
Would  any  gentleman  contend  that  Indians  are 
citizens  of  every  State  in  the  Union,  because  they 
reside  within  any  one  of  them  ?  He  presumed 
not. 

It  seemed  to  him,  Mr.  Barbour  said,  that,  on 
a  review  of  all  the  facts  connected  with  this  sub- 
iect,  it  would  be  found,  that  free  persons  of  color 
have  been  considered  a  non-descript  class.  In 
some  States,  they  have  some  civil  rights  j  in  other.<, 
more.  In  some  Slates  they  have  some  political 
rights;  in  others,  none.  It  never  had  entered,  he 
was  persuaded,  into  the  mind  of  any  member  of 
the  Legislature  of  any  State  that  they  were  citi- 
zens, under  the  definition  which  he  had  laid  down. 
Had  Virginia,  he  asked,  violated  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  when  she  said  that  persons  of 
color  made  free  should  depart  her  territory  ?    He 

E resumed  no  gentleman  would  contend  that  she 
ad.  If  not,  how  could  it  be  said,  that  she  had  a 
right  to  get  rid  of  persons  of  that  description  already 
within  her  limits,  and  yet  that  she  could  not  ex- 
clude a  new  torrent  of  that  population  attempted 
to  be  poured  in  upon  her  ? 

The  member  from  Ne>v  York  had  put  to  the 
Committee  a  nimiber  of  cases,  all  of  which  Mr. 
B.  said,  if  he  mistook  not,  were  susceptible  of  a 
ready  answer.  It  would  be  found,  indeed,  that 
most  of  them  were  but  dififerent  statements  of  the 
same  proposition,  and  at  last  depend  on  the  appli- 
cation of  a  principle.  Suppose,  said  the  gentle- 
man, one  of  these  persons  residing  in  New  York 
to  acquire  a  right  to  a  patent  to  land  in  Missouri ; 
and  shall  he  be  entitled  to  the  fee  simple,  and  yet 
not  entitled  to  occupancy  of  the  land  ?  The  gen- 
tleman would  see,  Mr.  B.  said,  that  the  (tee  negro 
of  Virginia  had  the  same  right  to  acquire  property 
in  Virginia  as  the  free  negro  in  New  York  could 
have  to  acquire  it  in  Missouri ;  yet,  being  by  law 
excluded  from  the  State,  he  could  not  occupy  it. 
The  gentleman's  argument  proved,  therefore,  that, 
qw  ad  the  right  of  purchase,  the  free  people  of 
color  had  civil  rights,  but  not  that  they  have  all 
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civil  rights.  Could  it  be  argued  because  they  had 
one  civil  right,  that  they  therefore  have  all?  Might 
it  not  as  well  be  argued,  because  a  man  has  one 
political  right,  he  therefore  has  all  political  rights? 
With  respect  to  the  power  of  naturalization,  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  had  correctly  stated 
that  the  States  have  a  ri^ht  to  declare  who  shall 
be  citizens  thereof  respectively.  Ay,  said  Mr.  B., 
have  they  so  ?  Has  not  Missouri,  then,  the  right 
to  say  who  shall  be  entitled  to  citizenship  within 
her  lirnits?  Or  is  she  alone  to  be  kept  in  a  state 
of  pupilage,  and  are  we  to  say  to  her  now,  as  gen- 
tlemen wished  to  have  said  to  her  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, you  shall  not  have  all  the  rights  enjoyed  by 
the  other  States  of  the  Union  ?  If  Missouri  says 
that  certain  persons  shall  not  be  her  citizens,  has 
any  other  State  a  right  to  say  such  persons  shall 
be  your  citizens,  whether  you  will  or  not?  Did 
not  the  right,  the  existence  of  which  had  been 
acknowledged  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
involve  a  power  of  making  its  exercise  efiectual  ? 
It  was  idle  to  say  that  a  State  had  a  right  to  de- 
cide this  question,  and  yet  that  other  persons  had 
a  right  to  overrule  that  decision,  and  be  its  citi- 
zens whether  it  would  or  not. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  knew  that  the  powers  of  the 
States  had  been  greatly  abridged  by  constructions 
of  the  Constitution.  He  feared  they  would  be  yet 
more  so.  But  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  here  con- 
tended, that  the  rights  of  a  State  shall  be  so  far 
abridged  as  that  it  shall  not  have  power  to  protect 
its  own  safety  and  its  own  morals.  If  a  man  af- 
flicted with  a  pestilent  disease  approached  the  shore 
of  a  State,  there  was  certainly  a  right  to  keep  him 
off.  If  vagabonds  and  fugitives  from  justice  infest 
a  State,  thev  may  certainly  be  expelled  from  it. 
What  was  the  consequence  of  such  a  preservative 
power?  We  in  the  Southern  States,  said  Mr.  B., 
consider  this  description  of  population  the  most 
dangerous  to  the  community  that  can  possibly  be 
conceived.  They  are  just  enough  elevated  to  have 
some  sense  of  libertv,  and  yet  not  the  capacity  to 

estimate  or  enjoy  all  its  rights,  if  they  had  them 

and  being  between  two  societies,  above  one  and 
below  the  other,  they  are  in  the  most  dissati.sfied 
state.     They  are  themselves  perpetual  monuments 
of  discontent,  and  firebrands  to  the  other  class  of 
their  own  color.    And  if  the  time  ever  come  when 
the  flames  of  servile  war  enwrap  this  Union  in  a 
general  blaze,  perhaps  we  may  have  to  look  to 
them  as  the  primary  cause  of  such  horrors.     Has 
not  a  State,  then,  a  right  to  get  rid  of  them?   They 
are  not  citizens  in  Mi.<«ouri,  and  Missouri  has  as 
much  right  to  say  they  should  not  be,  as  Massa- 
chusetts had  to  say  that  a  black  man  shall  not, 
within  her  limits,  marry  a  white  woman.   Has  not 
Missouri  a  right  to  send  off  beyond  her  limits  per- 
sons of  color  when  free?     Virginia  has  done  it, 
and  Missouri  must  have  the  same  right  as  Virginia. 
And  here  Mr.  B.  repeated  his  question,  had  Mis- 
souri a  power  to  get  rid  of  all  the  free  people  of 
color  now  there,  and  yet  not  the  power  to  prevent 
others  from  ^oing  there? 

He  wished,  he  said,  to  put  to  some  members  of 
this  House  a  case,  to  see  how  far  they  would  go. 
He  should  suppose  the  persons  of  color  in  the  State 


of  Virginia,  of  a  particular  description,  exceeded 
four  hundred  thousand  in  number.     Although  not 
willing  to  be  dictated  to  by  any  other  Government 
on  earth,  yet  said  Mr.  B.  there  is,  in  Virginia,  a 
sentiment,  more  or  less  prevailing  among  many  of 
our  people,  that  if  a  scheme  of  general  emancipa- 
tion could  be  devised,  practicable  in  its  character. 
It  would  be  desirable  that  it  should  take  place.  If, 
in  progress  of  time,  our  political  society  should  shake 
its  encumbered  lap, and  throw  off' this  description  of 
Its  property  and  people,  should  we  have  a  right  to 
say  to  them,  go  off,  four  or  five  thousand  of  you, 
into  Pennsylvania,  and  settle  there?     What  would 
Pennsylvania  say  ?     Would  she  not  say,  that  free 
persons  of  color  are,  by  their  present  exserienee, 
an  intolerable  nuisance  to   her  society  ?     If  she 
finds  such  inconvenience  from  twenty  or  thirty 
thousand  such  persons,  generally  bom  free,  and 
accustomed  to  the  partialexercise  of  civil  rights, 
what  would  she  say  to  an  irruption  of  such  a  host 
of  meUj  who  had  just  been  relieved  from  the  yoke 
of  servitude,  and  in  a  more  lawless  condition  than 
any  other  that  can  conceived  ?    Yet,  according 
to  the  doctrine  now  contended  for,  she  must  sub- 
niit  to  it,  having  no  power  to  refuse  them  admis- 
sion  into  her  territory.     I  wish  gentlemen  from 
that  and  other  States  to  recollect,  said  Mr.  B.,th8t 
the  time  may  come,  when   they  will  feel  more 
anxiety  on  this  subject,  than  1  possibly  can  now. 
Indians,  free  negroes,  mulattoes,  slaves!     Tell 
me  not,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  the  Constitution,  when 
it  speaks  of  H>,  the  ptopl^,  means  these.     The  ar- 
gument in  favor  of  including  in  the  class  of  citi- 
zens free  people  of  color,  goes  too  far ;  it  applies 
equally  to  the  Indian  and  to  the  slave. 

'Mr.  B.  said  he  felt  no  difficult)',  then,  in  coming 
to  these  conclusions:  That  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  was  framed  by  the  States  respect- 
ively, consisting  of  the  European  descendants  of 
white  men  ;  that  it  had  a  view  to  the  li|)erty  and 
rights  of  white  men  ;  that,  with  regard  to  all  this 
colored  class,  it  was  a  description  of  people  whom 
that  Constitution  did  not  mean  to  meddle  with, 
only  in  the  particular  view  in  which  they  are  ex- 
pressly referred  to,  viz.  with  regard  to  representa- 
tion.    With  regard  to  the  individuals  of  this  class, 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  had  no  ref- 
erence to  them  or  their  rights,  real  or  supposed. 
And  why  not  ?    Because  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution well  knew  that  every  State  in  the  Union, 
in  its  isolated  character,  was  abundantly  compe- 
tent to  the  protection  of  the  mere  rights  of  persons 
and  of  property,  where  that  right  existed.     We, 
the  white  people,  wanted,  not  merely  to  exist,  but 
we  formed  a  Constitution  to  condense  the  will  of 
our  fellow-citizens,  and  fo  borrow  the  arm  of  a 
mighty  people  for  our  protection  against  foreign 
encroachments.     The  poor  slave  and  the  free  man 
of  color  are  sufficiently  protected  by  the  States. 
The  States  can  give  to  the  latter  the  right  to  sue 
and  be  sued,  &c.,  and  can  protect  them  in  every 
thing  absolutely  necessary  to  personal  comfortand 
the  preservation  of  life  and  property  ;  can  confer 
on  tnem  every  thing  except  the  great  character  of 
equality  in  all  respects  with  the  whites.     Did  we, 
said  Mr.  B.,  ever  think  it  necessary  to  form  a  con- 
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federacy  for  the  security  of  our  properly,  of  our 
lives,  or  of  the  correct  administration  of  civil 
laws?  No;  we  looked  to  Europe;  we  saw  her 
map  cut  up  into  small  squares  and  patches  of  ter- ! 

jjtory every  nation  hostile  or  rival  to  its  neigh-  j 

bor   finding  an  enemy  wherever  it  crossed  a  line.  ; 
We  foresaw  that,  among  our  States,  too,  if  they  ; 
remained    separate    and   disunited   sovereignties,  i 
there  would  be  collisions  of  interest,  on  territo- 
rial and  commercial  questions,  &c.,  producing  an-  1 
imosity  and  wars;  we  entered  into  the  federative  ! 
compact  to  enable  us  to  avoid  a  border  war  at  j 
home,  and  to  resist  aggression  from  abroad.     In 
relation  to  these  people  of  color,  nothing  was  in- 
tended by  that  compact,  their  personal  liberty  and 
f»rivate  property  being  abundantly  secured  by  the 
aws  of  the  several  States.     This  was  the  sub- 
stance of  Mr.  B.'s  argument  on  this  point. 

With  regard  to  precedents,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  was 
not  much  in  the  habit  of  referring  to  them ;  he 
wished  he  could  never  hear  the  word  in  this 
House.  But  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  modest  re- 
quest, when  arguments  drawn  from  them  were 
continually  used,  to  be  allowed  to  call  one  to  his 
aid.  What,  then,  were  the  precedents  bearing  on 
this  question  ?  It  is  provided,  by  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  that  Congress  may  establish 
an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization.  Did  Congress 
ever  pass  a  law  to  naturalize  people  of  color  ?  On 
the  contrary,  every  word  of  every  naturalization 
law  speaks  of  whites  only.  If,  said  he,  we  had 
gone  abroad  on  such  principles  of  knight-errantry; 
if  we  had  broken  down  the  barriers  which  separate 
the  races  of  men,  and,  like  the  French  Convention, 
tendered  fraternity  to  them  and  all  the  world,  we 
should  have  had  a  short  and  wild  career  of  it,  &c. 
Mr.  B.  went  on  to  say,  that  stature,  and  other  cor- 
poral qualities,  had  never  been  made  the  cause  of 
distinctions  in  society;  but  color  had  constantly, 
for  centuries  past,  been  a  mark  of  discrimination ; 
it  had  been  the  fate  of  one  color  to  be  perpetually 
subordinate  to  the  other. 

But  was  this  the  only  illustration  to  be  drawn 
from  the  Constitution  f  No;  there  was  another. 
Congress  are  invested  with  the  power  to  provide 
for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining  the  mili- 
tia. Who,  said  Mr.  B.,  are  the  militia?  The 
great  body  of  every  people,  who  are  capable  of 
military  duty,  subject  to  such  regulations  as  the 
Legislature  may  impose.  Men  may  be  exempted, 
from  causes  particular  to  themselves.  But  the 
term  militia  includes  the  great  body  of  a  people 
contributing  to  the  defence  of  their  common  coun- 
try. Why  have  Congress,  in  their  laws  in  execu- 
tion of  this  provision,  introduced  the  same  words, 
"  white  men  ?"  If  colored  persons  arc  entitled  to 
all  the  rights  which  belong  to  our  fellow-citizens 
of  a  different  complexion,  how  is  it  that,  whilst 
every  white  man  is  authorized  to  bear  arms,  that 
description  of  men  is  excluded?  It  shows  that 
there  is  something  in  color,  more  than  in  other 
circumstances,  which  separate  the  two  classes. 

Mr.  B.,  in  recapitulatin;^  his  arguments  on  this 
head,  said  that  he  trusted  he  had  said  enough  to 
show  that  free  people  of  color  were  not  citizens, 
In  the  same  light  as  white  persons  are  citizens,  in 


the  respective  States.  He  proceeded  then  to  naake 
a  few  incidental  remarks  in  regard  to  other  views 
of  this  subject. 

Suppose,  for  argument's  sake,  what  it  had  been 
the  purpose  of  the  remarks  he  had  already  made, 
to  deny.     Give  to  the  opponents  of  Missouri  the 
aspect  of  this  question  which  is  the  worst  for  its 
friends.     Concede  that  one  clause  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  Missouri  is  in  conflict  with  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.     Does  the  nullity  of 
one  clause  destroy  the  whole  instrument  ?     It  was 
painful  to  him  to  appeal  to  professional  principles 
in  this  House,  but  it  was  consistent  with  reason, 
as  well  as  a  plain  and  well  known  maxim  of  law, 
that   a   single  vicious  clause  does  not  vitiate  a 
whole  instrument.     Are  we  to  have  here,  said  Mr. 
B.,  in  the  discussion  of  great  Federal  concerns,  a 
degree  of  technicality  in  objections  to  a  constitu- 
tion of  a  State  which  a  court  of  law  would  not 
sustain  in  regard  to  any  written  instrument?   Be- 
cause one  clause  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  amounts 
to  nothing,  do  the  remaining  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  also  come  to  nothing,  and  all  become  bad  ? 
On  the  contrary,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  had  always  un- 
derstood that,  nothing  being  taken  from  nothing, 
nothing  remains.    Mr.  B.  illustrated  his  views  on 
this  point  by  stating  a  parallel  case.     Congress 
has  a  clear  power  to  lay  import  duties;  it  is  just 
as  clear  that  Congress  has  not  the  power  to  lay 
export  duties.    Suppose  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  should  bring  in  a  bill,  and  it 
were  possible  that  the  bill  should  pass  Congress, 
one  clause  of  which  imposed  an  export  duty,  and 
another  an  import  duty.    Would  that  clause  which 
exceeds  the  powers  of  Congress  make  void  the 
other,  which  is  clearly  within  them?     Perhaps, 
gentlemen  might  say,  this  was  an  extreme  case. 
Granted,  Mr.  B.  said.     He  would  put  another: 
There  were  certain  powers  of  this  Government 
which  had  been  the  bone  of  contention  for  years 
past,  amongst  which  was  the  power  to  establish  a 
Dank.     Suppose,  in  a  law  on  any  other  subject, 
should   be   introduced   a  section   exercising   this 
power,  and   the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
should  think — no,  they  would  not;  he  wished  they 
would  so  think — that  that  part  of  the  law  was  un- 
constitutional, would  that  make  the  rest  of  the  law 
void  ?     No  ;  it  would  not.     As  much  liberality  at 
least,  Mr.  B.  said,  ought  to  be  found  in  a  legisla- 
tive body  when  discussing  fundamental  principles 
of  Government,  as  was  to  be  found  in  courts  of 
law. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  said  that,  con- 
fessedly, a  large  portion  of  the  free  people  of  color 
in  the  United  States  were  not  citizens,  and  had 
asked  for  a  construction  of  the  constitution  of 
Missouri  which  would  embrace  those  who  are. 
Now  this  again,  Mr.  B.  said,  was  contrary  to  the 
rule  of  law ;  for,  if  a  contract  was  made  by  two 
individuals,  by  one  construction  of  which  it  was 
good,  by  another  void,  even  a  court  of  iustice 
would  give  it  that  construction  which  would  give 
it  validity. 

He  slated  another  case,  by  way  of  illustration. 
No  State  can,  according  to  the  Constitution,  with- 
out the  consent  of  Congress,  lay  any  duties  on  im- 
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ports  or  exports.  There  are,  then,  certain  duties 
which  States  may  lay.  Suppose  a  State  Legisla- 
ture, in  laying  taxes  which  it  has  a  right  to  lay, 
should,  contrary  to  the  Constitution,  lay  an  impost 
duty.  Would  a  construction  be  given  to  it  which, 
for  that  fault,  would  vitiate  the  whole  act  ?  Surely 
not.  Mr.  B.  added  some  other  illustrations,  all 
tending  to  the  same  end,  that,  admitting  (which 
he  denied^  that  the  clause  objected  to  was  con- 
trary to  tne  Constitution,  it  was  no  argument 
against  the  remainder,  to  which  no  exception  had 
been  pretended  to  be  taken. 

With  regard  to  the  question  of  leaving  the  con- 
tested and  at  the  worst  doubtful  clause  to  be  con- 
strued bv  the  judiciary,  need  he  argue,  Mr.  B. 
asked,  tnat  if  a  State  constitution  opposed  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  it  is  just  as  void 
as  the  law  of  a  State  which  comes  in  conflict  with 
the  same  constitution  ?  On  that  point,  there  was 
no  doubt.  It  was  perfectly  immaterial,  whether 
an  unconstitutional  provision  was  found  in  the 
constitution  or  law  of  a  State ;  it  was  in  each 
equally  void.  Do  not  gentlemen  see,  then,  that 
they  fight  about  a  shadow  ?  He  called  on  them 
to  recollect  the  difierence  of  construction  in  re- 
gard to  the  powers  of  the  State  and  F'ederal  Gov- 
ernments. The  latter  possesses  no  power  but  that 
which  is  expressly  given.  Directly  the  converse 
of  this  is  the  rule  in  relation  to  the  former.  The 
Legislature  of  Missouri,  whether  the  clause  ex- 
cepted to  be  in  or  out  of  the  Constitution,  posses- 
ses precisely  the  same  power.  Whenever  they 
came  to  exercise  it,  would  arise  the  question  whe- 
ther to  legislate  as  proposed  would  or  would  not 
be  to  legislate  uselessly,  being  contrary  to  the  Con. 
stitution  of  the  United  States. 

Suppose,  Mr.  B.  said,  this  House  were  to  declare 
this  constitution  of  Missouri  to  be  consistent  with 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  yet,  if  a 
free  person  arriving  in  Missouri,  applied  for  the 
benefit  of  the  act  oi  habeas  corpus,  would  he  not, 
if  the  act  under  which  he  was  seized  appeared  to 
be  contrary  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates, 
bedelivered  and  set  at  liberty?  Certainly  he  would; 
and  the  converse  was  true  that,  declaring  the  con- 
stitution of  Missouri  to  be  compatible  with  the 
Federal  Constitution  would  not  make  it  so.  The 
Judiciary,  said  Mr.  B.,  will,  if  the  constitution  be 
left  as  it  is,^  decide  this  question  when  it  comes  up. 
What  they  say  will  be  operative;  what  we  say 
will  not. 

It  was  a  question  of  extreme  difficulty  to  decide, 
what  powers  do  and  what  do  not  belong  to  this 
Government,  or  to  the  State  governments.  Shall 
we,  then,  said  Mr.  B.,  embarrass  ourselves  with 
the  decision  of  questions  thus  difl&cult,  and  respect- 
ing which  our  decision,  be  it  one  way  or  the 
other,  will  be  wholly  inoperative? 

Mr.  B.  concluded  the  speech,  of  which  the  pre- 
ceding is  an  outline  merely,  by  saying  that  he  now 
came  back,  and  closed  with  the  proposition,  that 
the  constitution  of  Missouri  is  not  inconsistent 
with  the  Federal  Constitution,  because,  as  respects 
the  class  ot  people  there  referred  to,  they  are  not 
citizens  in  the  sense  of  the  term  in  which  it  is  em- 
ployed in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 


When  Mr.  Barbour  concluded,  there  seemed 
not  to  be  a  disposition  in  any  person  to  rise. 

Mr.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  said  that  he  wished  to 
present  his  views  on  the  subject,  but  was  not  pre- 
pared to  do  so  this  afternoon.  He  therefore  asked 
that  the  Committee  should  rise,  and  ask  leave  to 
sit  again. 

The  Committee,  however,  refused  to  rise. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  he,  too, 
wished  to  address  the  House  on  this  question,  but 
was  prevented  from  doing  so  to-day  by  bodily  in- 
disposition. 

Another  motion  for  the  Committee  to  rise  was 
negatived. 

At  length,  however,  after  one  or  two  more  re- 
fusals, the  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  reso- 
lution to  the  House;  and,  after  several  inefiectual 
attempts,  a-motion  at  length  prevailed  to  lay  it  on 
the  table. 


Saturday,  December  9. 

Among  the  petitions  presented  to-day,  was  one 
by  Mr.  Wendover,  from  the  Mercantile  Society 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  for  an  imposi- 
tion of  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  on  sales  at  auction ; 
also  for  the  establishment  of  an  uniform  system  of 
bankruptcy  ;  and  for  such  a  modification  of  the 
tariff  of  duties  on  imports,  as  is  demanded  by  the 
best  interests  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill,  making  a  par- 
tial appropriation  for  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States  for  the  year  1821 ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  Secretary  of  War 
was  directed  to  communicate  to  this  House  any  in- 
formation he  may  possess,  tending  to  show  whether 
the  order  given  by  Colonel  King,  of  the  fourth  re- 
giment 01  infantry,  to  shoot  deserters  taken  in  the 
fact,  was  approved  by  any  general  oflBcer  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  or  known  to,  or  passed 
over  in  silence  by  him,  as  stated  in  the  defence  of 
said  Colonel  King  before  a  court-martial,  sitting 
in  the  State  of  Alabama,  in  the  year  1819;  and, 
also,  any  information  he  may  pos&ess,  showing 
that  corporal  punishment  has  been  inflicted  on 
any  soldier,  whereby  he  came  to  his  death;  and, 
if  any,  by  whose  order  it  was  inflicted,  and  what 
measures  have  been  taken  relative  thereto. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  times  for  is- 
suing land  warrants  to  soldiers  of  the  Revolution, 
and  for  locating  the  same. 

Mr.  Cook  submitted  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  tu- 
thorizing  Benjamin  Stephenson  to  locate  four  hun- 
dred and  ninety-five  acres  of  land  in  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois, as  a  compensation  for  that  quantity  granted  bj 
the  State  of  Virginia  to  George  Hite,  in  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  which,  upon  resurvey,  was  found  to  have 
been  previously  patented  to  another  person,  and  which 
waa  transferred  to  the  aaid  Stephenson  by  the  said 
Kite.      ,-♦ 
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Upon  this  resolution  the  Speaker  observed, 
that  the  more  regular,  and,  he  thought,  the  only 
correct  practice  was  for  the  party  asking  relief, 
to  set  out  his  claim  in  a  memorial  or  petition,  ad- 
dressed to  the  House. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs,  Colpeper  and 
Cocke,  against  the  practice,  and  Mr.  Cook,  in 
support  of  the  resolution,  it  was  negatived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rankjm,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  a  port  of  entry  at  the 
mouth  of  Pearl  river,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
the  latest  return  made  to  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment of  the  general  state  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  its  offices  of  discount  and  deposite,  in 
pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  5th  instant; 
which  letter  and  statement  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  amend 
the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  alter  the  times  of  ses- 
sion of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  iu  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

MISSOURI. 

The  House  having  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  resolve  declaring  the  admission  of  the  State 
of  Missouri  into  the  Union, 

Mr.  A.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  having  obtained  the 
floor,  addressed  tne  Chair.  He  said  that  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  contains  a  clause 
that  "  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled 
to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the 
several  States ;"  and  the  constitution  formed  for 
the  State  of  Missouri  contains  a  clause  making  it 
the  duty  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State  to  pass 
such  laws  as  may  be  necessary  "  to  prevent  free 
negroes  and  mulattoes  from  coming  to,  and  settling 
in,  that  State,  under  any  pretext  wnatsoever ;"  and 
it  has  become  a  question  whether  the  clause  in  the 
constitution  of  Missouri  is  repugnant  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  He  would  attempt, 
he  said,  to  show  that  there  was  no  such  repugnance. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  provides 
that  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to 
all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the 
several  States.  This  can  only  apply  to  citizens 
who  are,  in  their  own  States,  entitled  to  all  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens.  Can  it  be 
shown  that  free  negroes  are  such  citizens  in  any 
one  of  the  States  as  are  entitled  to  all  the  privi- 
leges and  immunities  of  citizens  ?  A  citizen  is  he 
Tno  is  entitled  to  the  freedom  and  privileges  of 
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the  body  politic,  and  has  a  share  in  its  ^ 

ment.  In  Rome  every  citizen  was  enrolled  in  one 
of  the  thirty-five  tribes,  and,  consequently,  had  the 
right  of  suffrage.  When  we  apply  the  terra  "  citi- 
zens" to  the  inhabitants  of  States,  it  means  those 
who  are  members  of  the  political  community. 

The  civil  law  determined  the  condition  of  the 
son  by  that  of  the  father.  A  man  whose  father 
was  not  a  citizen  was  allowed  to  be  a  perpetual 
inhabitant,  but  not  a  citizen,  unless  citizenship  was 
conferred  ou  him.     I  consider  him  as  a  citizen  of 


the  United  States  who  is  entitled  to  every  personal 
right  of  a  civil  and  political  nature  common  to  the 
great  body  of  the  political  community.  The  dis- 
tinguishing characteristic  of  a  citizen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  is  the  possession  of  those  capacities 
which  a  foreigner  obtains  by  naturalization.  Those 
are,  1st  a  capacity  to  take  a  freehold ;  2d  to  vote 
at  elections;  3d  to  be  elected,  having  the  requisite 
qualifications  of  age,  residence,  and  property.  He 
who  possesses  these  capacities  is  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  within  the  meaning  of  the  clause  of 
the  Constitution  under  consideration ;  and  he  who 
does  not  possess  these  capacities  is  not.  The  free 
negro  is  not  entitled  to  those  civil  and  political 
rights  in  the  United  States,  or  in  any  State  that 
adopted  the  Constitution.  Let  the  State  constitu- 
tion be  shown,  which  declares  the  free  negro  to 
be  entitled  to  all  the  rights  of  citizenship,  or  the 
code  of  State  laws  that  places  him  on  an  equality 
in  all  respects  as  to  privileges  with  the  white 
citizen. 

The  Revolution  found  the  negro  in  America  a 
slave.  Where  are  the  acts  or  constitutions  which 
have  declared  him  a  citizen,  entitled  to  all  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  7  They  have  no  existence.  He  is  every- 
where inferior  to  the  white  man,  as  well  by  tne 
laws  of  the  States  as  of  the  United  Stales.  In  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  always  foremost  in  the 
work  of  liberty,  the  free  negro  is  under  considera- 
ble disabilities — one  of  which  is,  that  he  is  not  en- 
rolled in  the  militia.  If  he  comes  into  that  State 
from  another,  he  must  show  a  certificate  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  his  freedom,  or  he  will  be 
seized  and  deported.  In  Delaware  free  negroes 
convicted  of  larceny  may  be  sold.  If  one  of  them 
comes  into  that  State  from  another,  he  forfeits  ten 
dollars  per  week  for  the  lime  of  his  stay,  and  if  he 
does  not  pay  the  penalty  he  is  sold.  In  V^irginia 
the  free  negro  has  no  political,  and  very  few  civil 
rights.  He  is  forbidden  to  come  into  that  State; 
and  if  he  does  come,  he  is  seized  and  removed.  In 
Ohio  he  is  not  permitted  to  vote,  and  in  North, 
Carolina,  although  he  is  allowed  the  right  of  suf- 
frage, yet  he,  and  his  posterity  to  the  third  gene- 
ration, are  refused  the  privilege  of  giving  testimony 
in  a  court  of  justice,  where  a  white  man  is  a  pax ty. 
By  the  laws  of  the  United  States  the  negro  is  re- 
fused the  privilege  of  being  naturalized ;  and  in  the 
code  adopted  for  the  government  of  this  District, 
(which  is  the  laws  of  the  adjacent  States,)  it  i» 
provided  that,  on  the  trial  of  a  free  negro  for  a 
crime  a  slave  may  be  a  witness ;  that  a  free  negro 
may  not  marry  a  white  woman ;  that  it  is  criminal 
to  employ  him,  unless  he  has  a  certificate  of  regis- 
try ;  that  he  may  not  keep  or  carry  arms,  and  is 
punishable  for  lifting  his  hand  against  a  white 
man ;  and  by  the  law  incorporating  the  City  of 
Washington,  passed  by  this  present  Congress,  a 
colored  servant  is  made  liable  to  be  punisned  by 
stripes  for  a  breach  of  the  ordinances  of  the  city.    , , 

It  is  not  every  person  who  is  bom  in  a  State, 
and  born  free,  that  becomes  a  member  of  the  polit- 
ical community.  The  Indians,  born  in  the  States, 
continue  to  be  aliens ;  and  so,  I  contend,  do  the 
free  negroes,  where  the  laws  have  not  otherwise 
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provided.  A  savage  cannot  be  a  member  of  a 
ciTilized  community ;  he  is  incapable  of  exercising 
political  rights ;  and  nature  seems  to  have  made 
the  negro  a  perpetual  alien  to  the  white  man. 
Slaves  are  aliens.  Alienage  was  the  first  founda- 
tion of  slavery.  Citizenship  belongs  to  the  civil- 
ized freeman.  It  is  for  Congress  to  provide  a  rule 
of  naturalization  that  may  admit  to  the  rights  of 
citizenship  the  civilized  descendants  of  Indians 
and  Africans.  The  States  have  no  authority  to 
admit  citizens.  When  Congress  have  refused  to 
naturalize  any  free  negro,  can  it  be  tolerated  that 
the  master  of  a  negro  slave  should  have  power  to 
make  him  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  entitled 
to  all  the  privileges  of  citizens  in  the  several 
Sutes? 

Who,  then,  are  citizens  of  the  United  States?  I 
would  answer,  1st,  those  subjects  of  Great  Britain 
who,  being  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  British  subjects,  became  American  citizens  by 
the  Revolution  ;  2d,  those  who  were  declared  citi- 
zens, or  naturalized  by  the  Stales,  previous  to  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States; 
3d,  European  foreigners  naturalized  in  conformity 
to  the  law  of  Congress;  and  I  would  add,  4th,  the 
children  bom  in  the  country  of  aliens,  who  were 
of  a  description  that  might  have  been  naturalized. 
Since  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
no  State  has  had  a  right  to  naturalize  an  alien; 
and,  therefore,  I  contend  that  no  State  can  make 
citizens  of  its  slaves ;  and  that,  if  the  father  is  in- 
capable of  naturalization,  birth  will  not  make  the 
son  a  citizen. 

The  mass  of  mankind  in  this  country  may  be 
divided  into  two  classes — free  people  and  slaves; 
but  the  class  of  free  people  includes  many  who  are 
not  citizens.  The  same  mass  may  be  divided  into 
three  classes — citizens,  aliens,  and  denizens ;  the 
latter  description  of  persons  being  those  who  are 
admitted  to  some  portion  of  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  citizens,  but  not  to  all  those  rights  and 
privileges.  Such  of  the  free  negroes,  in  our  coun- 
try, as  are  not  aliens,  may  be  denizens,  but  none 
of  them,  it  is  apprehended,  are  citizens  within  the 
mcanincr  of  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  which  is  under  consideration.  The 
free  negro  who  would  claim  all  the  privileges  and 
immunities  of  a  citizen  in  another  State,  must  show 
a  right  to  all  those  privileges  and  immunities  in 
his  own. 

1  shall  contend,  sir,  that  a  State  possesses  the 
right  of  excluding  from  settling  within  its  limits 
even  the  citizens  of  another  State. 

Has  not  every  county  and  parish  a  right  to  ex-  ' 
elude  paupers  and  vagrants  ?    May  not  every  city  ; 
and  town  exclude  persons  having  infectious  dis-  ; 
eases,  although  they  are  citizens  ?     If  New  York 
may  exclude  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  when  the  I 
latter  city  is  visited  with  yellow  fever,  and  if  New  ' 
York  may  do  the  same  under  the  like  circumstance,  ■ 
what  gives  to  them  this  right?    The  right  of  self-  I 
preservation  confers  this  right  of  exclusion.     And 
if  a  town  possesses  this  right  of  exclusion,  founded 
on  the  rignt  of  self-preservation,  does  not  a  State 
possess  it?  May  Virginia  send  40,000  free  negroes 
to  settle  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  has  the  latter 


State  no  power  to  exclade  them?  May  Massacha*- 

setts  or  Pennsylvania  send  a  few  thousand  of  theii* 
citizens  into  Rhode  Island  and  Delaware,  there  to 
exercise  the  privilege  of  sufiOrage,  and  thereby  brin^ 
Rhode  Island  under  the  power  of  Massachusettau 
or  Delaware  under  the  power  of  Pennsylvania  i 
Some  members  may  recollect  that,  not  many  years 
since,  the  citizens  of  Baltimore,  of  a  certain  polit- 
ical party,  resolved  to  direct  the  elections  of^  An- 
napolis, by  hiring  a  number  of  men  to  go  to  Anna^ 
polis,  there  to  remain  six  months,  to  qualify  them 
to  vote  at  elections.  Might  not  the  councils  of  a 
Sute  be  changed  by  the  like  means,  if  the  Sute 
has  no  power  to  exclude  intruders?  Sir,  every 
State  has  the  right  of  self-preservation.     If  it  is 

firoved  that  a  State  has  the  right  to  exclude  the 
eper  from  coming  and  settling  therein,  the  con- 
struction contended  for  on  the  other  side,  that  a 
State  can  exclude  no  citizen  of  another  State^  is 
overthrown.  The  health  laws  of  every  city  and 
State  refute  the  argument. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Si»- 
oeant)  asked,  if  it  would  not  have  excited  the 
universal  indignation  of  the  House  had  Missouri 
excluded  all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  from 
her  territory.  It  would,  doubtless.  But  it  does 
not  prove  that  she  has  no  authority  to  exclude 
some  persons  dangerous  to  her  peace  and  happiness, 
that  it  would  have  excited  indignation  had  she  ex- 
cluded all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Even 
had  that  extreme  case  happened,  it  would  not  have 
been  a  good  reason  for  rejecting  the  State.  In  such 
a  case,  it  would  be  the  proper  course  to  admit  the 
State,  and  decide  on  her  pretensions ;  to  say  to  her, 
"  come  under  the  canopy  of  the  Constitution ;  come 
under  our  power ;  and  then  we  will  decide  on  the 
extent  of  your  rights." 

I  will  also  put  an  extreme  case.  Suppose  that 
the  leprosy — a  disease  certainly  communicated  by 
the  touch — should  appear  in  Philadelphia,  and  that 
10,000  persons  should  be  affected  before  proper 
means  had  been  taken  to  stop  its  progress ;  would 
the  corporation  of  Philadelphia,  or  the  Legislature 
of  Pennsylvania,  have  a  right  to  send  those  lepers 
into  Delaware ;  and  would  they  have  a  ri^t  <^ 
"  settling"  there,  as  one  of  the  privileo;es  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  against  the  will  of  the  gor- 
ernment  of  Delaware?  1  think  it  will  scarcely  be 
contended  that  Delaware  would  not  have  a  right 
to  oppose  an  intrusion  so  fatal  to  her  health ;  and. 
if  she  would  have  a  right  to  oppose  it,  Missouri 
has  an  equal  right  to  oppose  the  intrusion  of  free 
negroes  dangerous  to  her  peace. 

Usage  expounds  the  law.  The  State  possess 
the  right  of  exclusion ;  for  they  have  exercised  it, 
and  Congress  has  sanctioned  the  right.  In  the  act 
of  the  last  session  for  incorporating  the  City  of 
Washingion,  power  is  granted  to  the  corporation 
"  to  enforce  the  departure  of  such  vagrants  and 
'  paupers  as  may  come  into  the  city  to  reside,  un- 
'  less  they  give  ample  security,  and  to  prescribe  the 
'  terms  on  which  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  may' 
'  reside  in  the  city."  All  powers  not  granted  to 
the  General  Government  are  retained  by  the  States. 
Have  the  States  granted  to  Congress  their  power 
to  exclude  dangerous  persons  from  settling  within 
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their  limits?  I  do  not  find  that  they  have  granted 
this  power  to  Congress. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Ser- 
geakt)  said,  that  ''  citizens  cannot  enjoy  the  privi- 
leges and  immunities  of  citizen.^  in  Missouri  with- 
out settling  there."  The  citizens  who  shall  settle 
is  Missouri  will  thereby  become  citizens  of  Mis- 
souri. The  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
does  not  say  that  the  citizens  of  one  State  shall 
have  a  right  to  become  citizens  of  another  State ; 
but  it  speaks  ot  them  as  continuing  to  be  citizens 
of  one  State,  yet  entitled  to  privileges  in  another. 
A  similar  provision  was  contained  in  the  Articles 
of  Confederation,  where  it  seems  clear  that  noth- 
ing was  intended  but  to  confer  privileges  in  pass- 
ing through  another  State ;  ^ress  and  regress, 
the  ri^ht  to  carry  on  commerce,  exemption  from 
the  aliens'  duty,  &.c. 

The  right  of  a  State  to  close  its  doors  against 
migration,  is,  I  conceive,  acknowleds^ed  by  the 
Constitution  to  be  in  the  States.  [Here  Mr.  S. 
read  part  of  section  9  of  article  l.J  A  State  pos- 
sesses the  right  of  banishing  its  own  citizens; 
this  has  been  common  in  ancient  and  modern 
times;  and,  if  it  may  banish  its  own  citizens, 
must  it  not  have  power  to  exclude  others  ?  The 
States,  several  of  them,  prescribed  and  banished 
the  refugees  ;  this  banishment  was  sanctioned  by 
Congress,  who  provided,  in  their  naturalization 
laws,  that  those  so  banished  should  never  return. 
The  exclusion  of  free  negroes  from  a  white  com- 
munity is  a  politic  and  proper  act ;  Congress  do 
the  same  thing  by  their  naturalization  laws. 

I  shall  contend  that  whatever  be  the  just  inter- 
pretation of  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  under  consideration,  it  ought  to  be 
submitted  for  investigation  and  determination  to 
the  Judiciary.  There  are  many  parts  of  the  Con- 
stitution which  are  addressed  particularly  to  Con- 
gress ;  such  are  all  those  giving  power  to  Con- 
gress, or  to  the  GoTemraent  of  the  United  States, 
or  to  any  department  or  ofl&cer  thereof.  There 
are  other  parts  of  the  Constitution  which  are  laws 
formed  by  the  people,  and  addressed  directly  to 
the  Judiciary.  Those  parts  require  no  legislation 
bjr  Congress  ;  the  Constitution  being  the  supreme 
law.  The  clause  under  consideration  is  one  of 
them ;  it  vests  no  power  in  Congress ;  it  calls  for 
no  legislation ;  it  confers  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties on  individuals  ;  Congress  cannot  diminish  or 
increase  them  ;  what  are  they  the  Judiciary  should 
decide. 

It  might  be  material  for  Congress  to  inquire 
whether  the  constitution  of  a  new  State  or  an  old 
State  was  republican  or  not.  The  Government  is 
to  guaranty  to  every  State  a  republican  form  of 
government ;  and  here,  power  being  delegated  to 
the  Government,  Congress  may  pass  the  necessary 
laws  to  carry  it  into  effect.  Should  a  Stale  adopt 
a  monarchical  form  of  Government,  I  conceive  i 
Congress  naight  pass  a  law  repealing  so  much  of 
their  constitution  as  it  was  necessary  to  repeal,  ' 
dictating  a  clause  consistent  with  a  republican 
form,  which  should  remain  in  force  only  untU  the 
people  themselves  should  form  a  republican  consti- 
tution.   It  would  not  be  necessary,  even  in  that 


I  case,  to  put  or  keep  a  State  out  of  the  Union.    It 
I  is  to  States  "  in  this  Union"  that  the  clause  applies. 
I  In  a  case  of  that  kind  a  political  question  would 
j  arise,  to  be  decided  on  by  Congress.     In  this  case 
there  arises  a  legal  question  fit  to  be  decided  on  by 
the  judiciary.     And  if  the  judiciary  are  to  decide 
;  on  the  laws  of  Massachusetts,  Delaware  and  Vir- 
j  ginia,  whether  the  rights  of  free  negroes  are  in- 
I  fringed  or  not,  why  should  not  they  decide  wheth- 
er the  rights  of  the  same  class  of  people  will  be 
!  infringed  by  the  laws  of  Missouri?     It  we  reject 
Missouri  as  a  member  of  the  Union,  for  this  cause, 
we  should,  to  be  consistent,  expel  Massachusetts, 
I  Delaware,  and  Virginia. 

I  The  clause  in  the  constitution  of  Missouri  is  not 
!  a  law  in  itself,  as  is  the  clause  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  to  which  it  is  said  to  stand 
opposed.  It  directs  that  a  law  shall  be  passed.  I 
venture  to  predict,  with  confidence,  that  no  law 
will  be  passed  in  pursuance  of  this  direction,  by 
the  Legislature  of  Missouri,  that  will  contravene 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri  will  be  sworn 
to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States; 
ihev  will  not  be  sworn  to  support  the  constitution 
of  Missouri,  and  they  will  know  that  their  acts 
contrary  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
will  be  void.  They  will,  therefore,  give  to  the  con- 
stitution of  their  State  a  construction  consistent 
with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

To  make  any  defect  in  the  form  of  a  constitu- 
tion an  insuperable  objection  to  the  admission  into 
the  Union  of  a  Stale  that  it  is  desirable  to  admit, 
would  imply  a  want  of  power  in  this  Government 
to  correct  the  error.  I  would,  by  no  means  con- 
sider any  repugnancy  in  the  constitution  of  a  Slate 
as  an  insuperable  objection  to  the  admission  of  such 
State.  We  might  say  to  a  Territory:  "  Form  a 
State  government ;  if  it  is  not  republican,  we  will 
cause  it  to  be  republican  ;  if  it  is  repugnant,  we  or 
the  judiciary  will  correct  it."  The  Federal  Con- 
vention expected  repugnances  to  be  found  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  have  pro- 
vided for  them.  It  is  declared  in  the  Constitution, 
that  "  this  Constitution  shall  be  the  supreme  law 
'  of  the  land,  and  the  judges  in  each  State  shall 
'  be  bound  thereby,  any  thing  in  the  constitution 
'  of  any  Slate  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding." 

Is  it  not  better  to  decide  some  individual  case 
upon  full,  calm,  and  deliberate  investigation^  be- 
fore the  judiciary,  than  to  reject  the  resolution 
now  before  you,  and  thus  outlaw  a  State  ?  Shall 
we,  by  an  ungracious  and  unnecessary  act,  produce 
a  state  of  confusion,  the  result  of  wnich  we  can- 
not foresee  ?  I  hope  not,  as  we  do  certainly  know, 
that  if  there  be  in  the  constitution  of  Missouri  a 
clause  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  that  clause  is  null  and  void.  If  you  had  pow- 
er to  declare  by  law  that  any  clause  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  a  Stale,  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  was  void,  would  you  not  at  once  pass 
an  act  repealing  the  offensive  clause  in  the  consti- 
tution of  Missouri?  You  would,  unquestionably. 
Now,  so  far  as  the  clause  objected  to  is  repugnant  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  admis- 
sion of  Missouri  will  have  the  very  same  effect  that 
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your  repealing  act  would  have,  had  you  power  to 
pass  it.  If  you  had  repealed  the  clause  so  far  as  it 
is  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  the  courts  would  compare  the  Constitu- 
tion.^, and  declare  that  of  Missouri  void,  so  far  as 
it  was  repugnant;  and,  if  you  admit  the  State, 
the  courts  will,  in  like  manner,  declare  the  con- 
stitution of  Missouri,  so  far  as  it  contravenes  that 
of  the  United  States,  to  be  void  and  of  no  effect. 
Thus  admission  leads  you  to  the  very  end  which 
you  profess  to  wi.sh  to  attain.  It  makes  void  the 
clause  objected  to,  so  far  as  it  is  contrary  to  the 
Federal  Constitution. 

All  the  constitutions  of  the  States  contained 
clauses  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  ;  but  the  adoption  thereof  expunged 
them.  Admission  will  have  the  same  effect  on 
the  constitution  of  a  new  State  that  adoption  had 
on  those  of  the  old.  Then  why  not  adopt  the  res- 
olution before  you,  the  effect  of  which  will  be,  to 
expunge  every  repugnant  clause  from  the  consti- 
tution of  Missouri? 

The  legislative  and  judicial  powers  of  CJovern- 
ment  should  be  kept  separate  and  distinct,  so  that 
the  department  exercising  the  one  should  not  as- 
sume the  duties  of  the  other.  Let  us  leave  to  the 
judiciary  the  exclusive  exercise  of  their  proper 
powers. 

A  construction  should,  if  possible,  be  given  to 
the  constitution  of  Missouri,  making  it  consistent 
with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

If  the  literal  construction  of  the  constitution  of 
Missouri  was  in  opposition  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  Slates,  yet,  if  we  were  satisfied  that 
the  convention  intended  the  constitution  which 
they  framed  to  correspond  with  that  of  lh»  United 
Statefl,  it  should  be  so  construed.  [Here  Mr.  S. 
read  several  passages  of  law  to  show  the  rules  of 
construction;  that  a  thing  within  the  letter  is  not 
within  the  statute,  if  contrary  to  the  intention  of 
the  makers  ;  that  the  word  "all"  admits  of  excep- 
tions, dec]  The  constitution  of  Missouri  does 
not  say  all  negroes  and  mulattoes  shall  be  excluded  ; 
it  does  not  .say  that  negroes  and  mulattoes  shall  be 
excluded,  being  citizens  of  the  United  Slates. 
Suppose  that  the  Legislature  of  Missouri  should 
pass  an  act,  in  the  very  words  of  their  constitution, 
that  "  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  shall  not  come 
to  and  settle  in,  this  Slate,  under  any  pretext  what- 
ever," and  adds  a  proviso,  that  "  this  act  shall  not 
'  be  construed  to  prevent  the  citizens  of  other  Stales 

*  from  being  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immun- 

*  itiesof  this  Slate,  as  secured  to  them  by  the  Con- 

*  stitution  of  the  United  Slates."  Would  not  such 
a  law  completely  fulfil  the  intention  of  the  consti- 
tution of  Missouri,  without  contravening  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  Stales?  It  would.  Or 
should  they  pass  a  law  such  as  that  of  Massachu- 
setts, thai  a  free  negro,  coming  into  the  State,  and 
remaining  two  months,  may  be  seized  and  sent 
out  of  the  State,  unless  bv  a  certificate  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  he  shall  show  that  he  is  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  it  would  fulfil  the  direc- 
tion in  their  constitution,  without  contravening 
that  of  the  United  States. 

The  clause  in  question,  of  the  constitution  of 


Missouri,  may  have  a  very  beneficial  effect  with- 
out operating  contrary  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  It  may  operate  on  an  extensive 
class  of  men.  the  emancipated  blacks,  and  those  of 
Africa  and  tne  West  Indies,  without  violating,  or 
being  supposed  to  violate,  the  right  of  citizens  of 
the  United  Stales.  This  clause  makes  it  the  duty 
of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri  to  pass  a  law  to  ex- 
clude free  negroes  and  mulattoes ;  but  it  cannot 
become  the  duty  of  the  Legislature,  in  carrying 
that  provision  of  their  constitution  into  effect,  to 
violate  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
They  will  construe  their  con.stitution  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  make  it  conform  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  They  will 
presume  that  the  convention  did  not  intend  to  vio- 
late the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
they  will  pass  no  law  that  can  have  such  an  effect* 

The  fair  and  proper  construction  of  the  consti- 
tution of  Missouri  will  be,  to  carry  into  effect  the 
will  of  the  people  of  that  State,  so  far  as  it  may 
be  carried  into  effect  consistently  with  the  supreme 
law.  The  Legislature  will  exclude  whom  they 
may  lawfully  exclude.  Doubtless,  they  may  ex- 
clude those  whom  Congress  will  not  naturalize. 
They  will  understand  the  people  of  their  State  as 
having  said  to  them,  "  You  shall  pass  such  laws 
as  constitutionally  you  may,  to  prevent  free  ne- 
groes and  mulattoes  from  settling  here." 

I  shall  contend,  sir,  that  Missouri  in  now  a  State 
of  this  Union.  The  Constitution  says  that,  "  New 
Slates  may  be  admitted  into  this  Union."  This 
is  the  grant  of  power  which  Congress  may  exer- 
cise by  bill  or  resolution  ;  in  either  way  the  Presi- 
dent is  to  concur.  It  is  not  necessary  that  Con- 
gress should  twice  admit  a  State  into  the  Union. 
Has  Congress  once  admitted  Missouri  ?  I  contend 
that  Congress  has  once  admitted  Missouri  as  a 
Slate  of  this  Union,  upon  the  single  condition 
precedent,  of  forming  a  State  Government;  that 
having  been  done,  Missouri  became  a  State  of  this 
Union. 

The  act  of  the  last  session  declares,  that  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Missouri  Territory  are  "  authorized 
to  form  for  themselves  a  constitution  and  State 
government,"  and  that  "the  said  State,  when 
formed,  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union."  The 
people  of  Missouri  have  formed  for  themselves  a 
State  government,  by  electing  a  Governor  and 
members  of  the  Legislature;  they  have  thus  formed 
"  the  State,"  and  the  law  declared  that  the  State, 
when  formed,  should  be  admitted  into  the  Union. 
The  Stale  has  been  formed  some  time  past.  When 
was  it  admitted  ?  The  answer  is,  "when  formed." 
It  may  be  said  the  act  speaks  of  a  future  admission. 
The  time  of  admission  was  future  to  the  time  of 
the  pa.ssage  of  the  act  of  the  last  session,  but  it  is 
now  past.  Congress  has  decided,  and  the  people 
of  Mi.ssouri  have  decided.  The  compact  is  com- 
plete. When  terms  are  offered  by  one  party,  and 
not  only  accepted,  but  executed,  by  the  other,  the 
contract  is  confirmed,  and  it  is  too  late  for  the 
party  who  offered  the  terms,  to  retract  them. 

Congress,  then,  have  authorized  the  formation 
of  a  Slate,  and  admitted  into  the  Union  the  State 
when  formed.     The  Stale  is  formed,  and  conse- 
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quently  has  become  a  member  of  the  Union.  The 
riflhtof  self-government  is  a  natural  inherent  right 
of  mankind.  You  have  permitted  the  people  of 
Missouri  to  assume  the  exercise  of  this  right.  The 
permission  cannot  be  retracted.  The  right,  once 
possessed,  can  never  be  surrendered.  The  moment 
Missouri  ceased  to  be  governed  as  a  Territory,  she 
became  a  State.  The  consequence  of  formmg  a 
State  government  is,  to  throw  off  the  territorial 
government,  to  which  the  people  never  can  return, 
or  be  subjected. 

It  has  been  said,  (by  Mr.  Sergeant,)  that  "  you 
cannot  make  an  independent  State."  I  agree  with 
the  gentleman.  You  can  authorize  a  territory  to 
become  a  State ;  and  in  so  doing  it  becomes  a 
member  of  the  Union.  If  Congress  admit  a  terri- 
tory to  form  a  State,  it  is  a  territory  no  longer ; 
and  the  same  mstant  it  becomes  a  State  it  becomes 
a  me  uber  of  the  Union ;  for  Congress  have  no 
authority  to  admit  a  State  out  of  the  Union. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Ser- 
geant) has  said,  that,  if  Missouri  is  a  Slate,  it  is 
useless  to  pass  the  resolution.  I  admit  that  it  is 
unnecessary  to  pass  the  resolution.  The  Senators 
and  Representative  from  Missouri  should  liave 
been  permitted  to  take  their  seats.  The  resolution 
can  be  only  useful  to  declare  a  fact  of  importance 
which  has  happened,  to  wit :  that  Missouri  has 
become,  since  the  last  session  of  Congress,  a  State 
of  this  Union. 

But  is  said  there  is  a  proviso  in  the  act  of  the 
last  session,  tiiat  the  constitution  of  Missouri  shall 
be  republican,  and  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.  True,  there  is  such  a 
proviso  ;  but  I  deny  that  this  makes  either  a  con- 
dition precedent,  or  a  condition  the  violation  of 
which  would  forfeit  the  right  of  Missouri  to  be  a 
State.  The  same  proviso  declares  that  the  State 
shall  QOt  interfere  with  the  disposal  of  the  soil 
owned  by  the  United  States,  and  that  no  tax  shall 
be  imposed  on  lands  the  property  of  the  United 
States.  Are  these  conditions  precedent  ?  They 
are  to  continue  through  all  time.  This  proviso  is 
a  declaration  of  the  law,  and  a  caution  to  Mis- 
souri ;  but  such  a  proviso  is  not  a  condition  pre- 
cedent, nor  a  condition  on  violating  which  Mis- 
souri will  forfeit  her  rights.  [Here  Mr.  S.  read 
from  Woddeson's  Lectures  a  passage  to  show  that 
where  one  is  made  a  denizen,  with  a  proviso,  that 
he  shall  demean  himself  in  a  certain  manner,  the 
violation  of  the  proviso  does  not  forfeit  his  right 
to  be  a  denizen ;  but  he  will  be  punished  accord- 
ing to  his  fault.]  This,  said  Mr.  S.  is  a  case  in 
pomt.  Such  a  proviso  is  no  more  than  a  warning 
and  declaration  of  the  law.  The  proviso  in  the 
act  of  the  last  session  was  a  caution  to  Missouri 
that  her  constitution  should  be  republican,  and 
not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

All  the  new  States  formed  of  the  territories  of 
the  United  States  have  been  admitted  from  the 
time  of  their  forming  State  governments.  Can 
we  receive  Senators  and  a  Representative  elected 
by  a  territory  ?  If  Illinois  was  not  a  State  pre- 
vious to  the  last  session,  when  the  last  declaration 
was  Blade  recptctiflg  her  admission,  her  Senators 


and  Representatives  have  no  right  to  seats  in  tbia 
body.  The  Senators  were  not  elected  by  the  Le» 
gislature  of  a  State,  or  her  Representatives  by  the 
people  of  a  State.  But  we  have  admitted  them, 
and  so  affirmed  that  they  were  elected  by  a  State ; 
therefore  Illinois  was  a  State  before  the  last  ses- 
sion, when  the  second  declaration  of  her  admission 
was  made  ;  and,  the  circumstances  being  the  same, 
Missouri  is  now  a  State  of  this  Union. 

The  proviso  in  the  act  of  the  last  session  that  the 
constitution  of  Missouri  should  not  be  repugnant 
to  that  of  the  United  States,  is  inoperative,  use- 
less, surplusage.  We  might  as  well  have  enacted 
that  the  stars  shall  not  obscure  the  sun  to-morrow 
as  have  enacted  that  the  constitution  of  Missouri 
shall  not  be  repugnant  to  that  of  the  United  States. 
No  such  repugnance  can  have  any  effect.  It  is, 
ipfto  facto,  void.  The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  has  said  that  nothing  repugnant  to  it  in  the 
constitution  or  laws  of  any  State  should  stand; 
and  why  should  we  prescribe  a  rule  already  pre- 
scribed and  declared  supreme  by  the  people? 

It  has  been  admitted  that  there  may  be  cases 
where  the  constitution  of  a  State  will  so  contra- 
vene the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  that  it 
may  be  proper  for  Congress  to  interfere.  I  alao 
agree  that  such  cases  may  arise ;  but  those  must 
be  cases  requiring  legislation  from  Congress. 
Should  a  State  provide  for  a  different  representa- 
tion than  is  allowed  her  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  it  might  be  proper  for  Congress  to 
pass  a  law  respecting  the  times,  places,  and  man- 
ner, of  holding  elections  for  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives in  such  State.  In  other  cases.  Congress 
might  find  it  necessary  to  pass  laws  to  carry  into 
execution  the  power  of  the  Government  to  guar- 
anty to  a  State  a  republican  form  of  govemmenC. 
Can  any  case  be  supposed  in  which  it  would  be 
proper  to  expel  a  State  ]  1  cannot  imagine  any 
such  ca.-^e.  The  Constitution  does  not  say  that 
Congress  shall  guaranty  to  every  State  in  the 
Union  a  constitution  not  repugnant  to  that  of  the 
United  States.  It  says,  that  the  Constitution  shall 
be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  the  judges  in 
every  State  shall  be  bound  thereby,  any  thing  in 
the  constitution  of  any  State  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. When  we  know  that  our  Consti-. 
tution  is  supreme,  that  any  thing  repugnant  to  it 
in  the  constitution  and  laws  of  Missouri  is  nuU 
and  void,  shall  we  proceed  as  if  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  would  be  endangered  by  the 
admission  of  Missouri  ?     I  hope  not,  sir. 

After  a  new  State  has  formed  a  constitution, 
Congress  have  just  the  same  power  over  it,  that 
they  possess  over  the  new  constitution  formed  by 
an  old  State.  Why  should  we  examine,  witn 
microscopic  eye,  the  constitutions  of  Illinois  and 
Missouri,  and  never  ask  that  the  constitution  of 
Connecticut  should  be  laid  before  us  ? 

The  consequences  which  may  follow  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  resolution,  are  worthy  of  the  consider- 
ation of  statesmen,  who  have,  or  ought  to  have 
left  every  passion  behind  them  at  the  threshold, 
and  whose  object  is  the  peace,  welfare,  and  hap- 
piness of  the  community. 

We  affect  to  fear  that  some  hundred  negroes 
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may  lose  their  Constitutional  riffht  to  settle  as 
citizens  in  Missouri ;  and,  under  this  pretence,  we 
are  about  to  disfranchise  a  State,  dissolve  the  con- 
nexion between  her  and  the  Union,  and  produce 
difficulties,  the  consequences  of  which  we  cannot 
foresee ;  when  we  do  know  that  no  citizen  of  the 
United  States  can  be  deprived  by  the  Legislature 
of  Missouri  of  the  rights  to  which  he  is  entitled 
under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Sir,  the  States  retain  all  power  not  delegated  to 
the  United  States.  They  have  not  delegated  power 
on  this  subject.  It  seems  to  be  admitted  in  the 
Constitution  that  they  retain  it.  They  may  admit 
the  migration  of  such  persons  as  they  please  until 
a  certain  time.  Does  it  not  follow  that  they  may 
reject  the  migration  of  such  persons  as  they  please 
at  all  times  ?  Let  every  member  friendly  to  the 
rights  of  States  beware  how  he  sanctions  an  opin- 
ion, that  all  the  barriers  between  the  States  are 
entirely  broken  down,  and  that  the  States  cannot 
exclude  persons  dangerous  to  their  health,  their 
happiness,  or  their  peace. 

In  every  difficulty  we  should  ask  ourselves,  what 
is  now  best  to  be  done  ?  Shall  we  send  home  the 
Senators  and  Representative  of  Missouri  ?  What 
is  then  to  follow  ?  We  ought  to  know  what  is 
next  to  be  done  ;  for  the  consequences  ought  to  be 
maturely  weizhed  in  deciding  this  political  ques- 
tion. The  rejeetionof  the  representation  of  a  State 
is  a  measure  which  threatens  to  derange  the  polit- 
ical machine.  Shall  Missouri  be  independent? 
Shall  we  bring  her  back  to  a  territorial  situation? 
Shall  her  laws,  passed  by  her  State  Legislature, 
become  void  ?  It  has  been  suggested  that  we  may 
pass  an  act  to  confirm  them  ?  That  I  deny.  We 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  laws  of  the  State  of 
Missouri.  Consider  well  the  consequences  of  re- 
jecting the  resolution.  I  speak  not  of  commotions  ; 
but  I  ask  you  to  consider  the  effects  of  the  doubt 
you  will  throw  over  the  validity  of  their  laws,  and 
the  authority  of  their  Government ;  of  the  litiga- 
tion which  your  decision  may  produce,  by  occa- 
sioning a  belief  that  their  acts  are  void.  Let  us 
adopt  the  resolution,  which  will  secure  every  right, 
and  preserve  order  and  harmony. 

When  Mr.  S.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Strong,  of  New  York,  said,  the  magnitude 
and  importance  of  the  subject  under  consideration 
must  be  his  apology  for  claiming  a  small  share  of 
the  attention  and  patience  of  honorable  members, 
while  he  submitted  the  reasons  for  the  vote  he 
was  about  to  give.  I  shall  endeavor,  said  he,  to 
be  brief  and  plain  in  what  I  have  to  say. 

The  people  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri  were, 
by  a  law  of  Congress,  authorized  to  form  "  a  con- 
stitution and  State  government,  provided  that  the 
same,  whenever  formed,  should  be  republican,  and 
not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States."  They  have  formed  a  constitution,  pre- 
sented it  for  the  approbation  of  Congress,  and 
asked  admission  into  the  Union.  If  it  violates  the 
plain  provisions  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  ought 
It  not  to  be  disapproved,  and  the  resolution  under 
consideration  be  rejected  ?  The  constitution  of 
Missouri  contains,  among  other  things,  this  re- 
markable clause — ''  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Le- 


'  gislature  to  pass  laws  to  prevent  free  negroes  and 
'  mulattoes  from  coming  to,  and  settling  in,  the- 
'  Stale,  under  any  pretext  whatsoever.''  Here 
permit  me  to  remark  that  the  authority  is  express 
and  positive,  and  is  in  restraint  of  personal  liberty, 
and  of  the  means  of  contesting  personal  ri£;hts. 
But  are  the  persons  here  described  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  a  State ;  or  of  both ;  or  of 
neither?  If  citizens,  then  the  repugnancy  is  plain 
and  palpable.  But  the  honorable  member  (Mr. 
Smyth,  of  Virginia,)  on  my  rightj  who  has  just 
resumed  his  seat,  has  attempted,  ingeniously,  to 
prove,  that  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  are  either 
aliens  or  denizens,  and  consequently,  not  citizens. 

The  honoi:able  gentleman  will  pardon  me  for 
differing  from  him.  I  cannot  assent  to  the  propo- 
sition that  this  description  of  persons  are  aliens. 
An  alien  is  one  who  owes  allegiance  to  some  Gov- 
ernment other  than  that  under  which  he  lives. 
Allegiance  to  a  foreign  Power  enters  into  the  very 
essence  of  the  terra  alien.  To  what  foreign  Power, 
or  to  what  Grovernn^nt,  other  than  that  of  the 
United  States,  do  these  persons  owe  allegiance? 
If  to  none — then  what  are  they,  if  not  citizens?, 
But,  if  they  are  not  aliens,  it  is  insisted  they  are 
denizens.  Is  it  so?  No  one  can  be  a  denizen 
who  has  not  been  an  alien.  Denization  is  the 
modification  of  alienage.  But  Congress  can  pass 
laws  of  naturalization  onlv,  and  not  of  denization. 
It  would  seem  to  follow,  therefore,  that  these  per- 
sons cannot  be  denizens. 

He  has  argued,  too,  at  some  length,  to  profe 
that  a  State  possesses  the  right,  not  only  of  ban- 
ishing her  citizens,  but  excluding  from  her  limits 
paupers,  lepers,  and  persons  infected  with  pestilen- 
tial diseases ;  and  hence  inferred  that  each  State 
might  exclude  all  the  citizens  of  the  other  States ; 
and,  consequently,  that  Missouri  had  a  right  to 
prohibit  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  from  coming 
to,  and  settling  in,  Missouri. 

I  have  never  understood  that  a  State,  town,  or 
city,  could  prevent  the  admission  of  a  pauper  as 
such.  In  many  of  the  States,  and  I  do  not  know 
but  in  all  of  tnera,  a  pauper  may  be  removed  if 
likely  to  become  a  public  charge ;  and  every  person, 
whether  pauper  or  prince,  may  be  preventeid  from 
gaining  what  the  lawyers  call  a  legal  settlement. 

That  a  State  may  banish  for  crime,  and  guard 
herself  against  pestilence,  need  not  be  denied.  The 
rights  and  privileges  of  peaceable,  unoffending  cit- 
izens, for  whom  we  are  expounding  the  law,  do 
not  depend  upon  the  principles  which  determine 
the  disabilities  and  punishment  of  criminals.  Be- 
cause a  State  can  banish  a  traitor,  does  it  follow 
that  she  can  deport  every  or  any  harmless,  unsus- 
pected citizen  ?  Because  Pennsylvania  may  ex- 
clude from  the  city  of  Philadelphia  persons  infected 
with  the  leprosy  or  the  plague,  can  she,  therefore, 
exclude  all  the  officers  and  troops  of  the  Federal 
Government  ? — or  any  uninfected,  peaceable  cit- 
izen of  any  State  or  place  ?  If  not,  Missouri  re- 
mains undefended.  She  must  seek  some  other 
mode  of  justifying  the  exceptionable  provisions  of 
her  constitution. 

It  is,  moreover,  contended  by  the  honorable 
gentleman,  (Mr.  Smyth,)  that  Missouri  became  a 
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member  of  this  Union  in  fact,  and  in  right,  on  the 
19th  of  July  last,  the  day  on  which  the  constitution 
was  formed  ;  and  I  understood  him  to  say  that,  if 
the  constitution  of  Missouri,  now  before  us,  had 
contained  the  provisions  of  a  monarchical,  instead 
of  a  republican  form  of  government.  Congress,  by 
/  an  act  of  legislation,  could  change  it  and  make  it 
/  republican.     I  cannot   agree  that   Missouri    is  a 

member  of  this  Union ;  or  that  Congress,  by  the 
silent  operation  of  a  law,  could  remedy  the  sup- 
posed evil.  These  shall  be  subjects  for  future 
consideration.  But,  does  not  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman in  this,  concede  to  Congress  the  right  of 
making  a  constitution  for  a  State,  whether  such 
State  be  out  of,  or  in  the  Union  ?  This  is  a  broad 
concession,  and  yielding  more  than  I  am  willing 
to  take  ;  whatever  may  be  the  powers  of  Congress 
in  supervising  the  formation  of  State  government, 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  I  think  gentle- 
men will  go  with  me,  that  when  a  State  is  in  the 
Union,  and  one  of  the  United  Slates,  her  consti- 
tution and  laws  are  beyond  the  inspection,  or  re- 
▼bion,  or  control  of  Congress.  They  must  be 
referred  for  adjudication  and  correction  to  other 
tribunals. 

The  general  proposition  has  been  urged  by  the 
honorable  member,  (Mr.  Smyth,)  that,  i(  any 
clause  in  the  constitution  of  Missouri  be  repugnant 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  is 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  such  clause  is  utterly 
null  and  void.  This  is  true  in  law,  not  in  fact. 
Bert,  shall  we  sanction  a  wrong,  which,  until  rem- 
edied, we  know  will  produce  injustice  and  evil? 
This  constitution  is  submitted  to  us.  For  what 
purpose,  unless  it  be  for  our  approbation  ?  If  this 
submission  and  approbation  are  necessary,  can  it 
acquire  the  force  and  effect  of  a  law,  until  Con- 
gress has  approved  it  ?  But  if  approved  and  put 
into  operation,  when,  by  whom,  and  how  are  its 
repugnant  provisions  to  be  adjudged  null  and  void  ? 
I  think  one  must  have  some  skill  in  the  cultivation 
of  chances  to  determine.  This  proposition  proves 
too  much.  It  proves  that  every  law  or  other  mat- 
ter, which  requires  the  revision  and  sanction  of 
Congress  to  give  it  validity,  may  be  passed  with 
impunity,  our  oaths  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing, however  flagrantly  it  may  impugn  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  Slates. 

The  question  whether,  if  the  resolution  under 
consideration  be  rejected,  Missouri  will  remain  a 
sovereign  independent  State,  or  return  to  her  ter- 
ritorial condition?  has  been  so  fully  and  ably 
examined,  by  my  honorable  friend,  the  member 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Sergeant,)  and  my 
colleague,  (Mr.  Storrh,)  that  I  shall  not  trespass 
upon  your  patience  with  any  further  discussion  of 
it  And  the  more  especially,  since  the  honorable 
member  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Smyth,)  hasadraitted, 
that  Missouri  cannot  be  a  sovereign  State,  and  in- 
dependent of  the  United  States.  If  she  cannot, 
and  if  she  be  not  now  in  full  union  and  commu- 
nion with  the  sister  States,  it  seems  to  follow  that 
her  condition  is  territorial. 

But  it  has  been  earnestly  contended,  that  Mis- 
souri is  now  a  member  of  this  Union — one  of  the 
United  Slates.    This  riew  of  the  subject  has  been 


pressed  upon  our  attention  with  much  feeling  and 
eloquence,  by  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, (Mr.  Lowndes,)  who  reported  the  resolu- 
tion, as  well  as  by  the  honorable  members  (Messrs. 
Bahbodr  and  Smyth,)  from  Virginia.  And  is 
Missouri  a  component  part  of  the  Union  ?  Is  she 
one  of  the  United  Slates  ?  Do  not  the  submission 
of  her  constitution  to  Congress,  its  reference  to  a 
committee  of  this  House,  the  report  of  that  com- 
mittee, and  the  resolution  we  are  now  di.scussing, 
all  admit  that  she  is  not?  But  if  in  truth  she  be 
a  member  of  the  Federal  family,  why  is  her  con- 
stitution on  our  desks?  We  have  no  business 
with  it.  The  lime  has  gone  by.  Congress  has 
no  more  right  to  approve  or  condemn  it,  than  it 
has  the  constitution  of  Maine  or  Virginia. 

When  did  Missouri  become  a  member  of  this 
Union?  It  is  said,  from  the  time  she  formed  her 
constitution.  I  shall  not  enter  into  a  verbal  criti- 
cism upon  the  language  of  the  law  which  author- 
ized her  to  form  a  constitution.  A  more  interesting 
question  presents  itself.  It  is  this:  can  Congress 
admit  a  State  (to  be  formed  from  its  territory)  into 
this  Union,  prospectively?  As  for  instance,  sup- 
pose Congress,  m  the  law  authorizing  the  people 
of  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution,  had  enacted 
that,  on  the  19lh  of  July,  1820,  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri will  have  become  a  member  of  this  Union, 
and  from  and  after  that  day  she  is  hereby  declared 
to  be  one  of  the  United  Stales.  The  question  is 
nol  so  much  what  Congress  has  done,  as  what 
Congress  has  a  right  to  do.  The  powers  of  Con- 
gres.s,  although  sovereign,  are  limited.  These 
powers  cannot  be  exceeded.  A  portion  of  this 
sovereignty  may  be  delegated  to  the  people  of 
Missouri.  But  not  unqualifiedly,  as  to  the  form 
and  manner  of  its  execution.  Because,  if  unqual- 
ifiedly, they  might  extort  tlie  sanction  of  Congress 
to  a  form  of  government  which  notoriously  vio- 
lated the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates.  This 
will  be  more  distinctly  seen  by  examining  the  ne- 
cessary powers  and  requisites  in  the  admission  of 
new  States,  and  the  obligation  of  the  nation 
towards  them  when  admitted.  The  Federal  Con- 
stitution provides,  "that  new  Stales  may  be  ad- 
mitted by  the  Congress  into  this  Union  ;"  and  that 
"the  United  Slates  shall  guaranty  to  every  State 
in  this  Union  a  republican  form  of  government." 
There  must  be  a  Stale  formed,  or  to  be  formed. 
If  from  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  as  was 
the  case  of  Missouri,  it  is  to  be  formed,  and  this 
formation  can  only  be  by  the  permis.sion  and  au- 
thority of  Congress.  As  Congress  cannot  right- 
fully execute  a  given  power,  so  as  to  violate  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  it  would  appear 
to  follow  that  the  same  power  could  not  be  right- 
fully executed  by  any  other  body  of  men  so  as  to 
conflict  with  the  provisions  of  tne  Federal  Consti- 
tution. But  every  Stale,  howsoever  formed,  when 
admitted,  must  have  a  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment. Is  it  not  necessary  that  we  should  have  the 
means  of  judging  of  this  form?  Yet  how  can 
we  judge,  in  our  legislative  capacity,  unless  the 
instrument  be  submitted  to  us?  And  if  submitted, 
it  must  be  done  before  the  Slate  becomes  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Union.     Suppose,  then,  ihat  Missouri 
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had  in  fact  become  one  of  the  United  States  in 
July  last,  and  that  you  now  discovered  that  her 
constitution,  insiead  of  containing  provisions  for  a 
Governor  and  Senators  to  be  elected  by  the  people, 
bore  on  its  frontispiece  a  crown  and  sceptre,  and 
contained  provisions  for  a  King  and  an  hereditary 
Senate  ?  This  is  a  possible  case.  It  is  one  of  the 
cases  provided  for  by  the  Constitution.  For  the 
United  States,  the  iaith,  honor,  and  strength  of 
the  nation  are  pledged  to  guaranty  a  republican 
form  of  government.  What  could  you  do?  Shake 
hands  with  royalty  ?  This  would  be  anti-repub- 
lican. Would  you  remit  it  to  the  Judiciary  ?  The 
Judiciary  could  afford  no  relief.  What  then  ?  Le- 
gislate it  right  ?  This  would  be  constitution- 
making.  No,  sir,  your  parchment  would  not  do. 
Force  must  be  applied,  and  the  decision  left  to  the 
sword.  If  this  possible  state  of  things  may  happen, 
although  it  may  not  disprove  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  admit  a  Slate  prospectively,  yet  does  it 
oot  utterly  discountenance  the  policy,  and  go  very 
far  to  deny  the  right  of  prospective  admission  ? 

In  speaxing  of  a  resort  to  the  sword,  I  beg  to  be 
tinderstood  as  referring  exclusively  to  the  supposed 
case.  I  do  not  mean  to  intimate  that  serious  con- 
sequences are  to  follow  the  rejection  of  this  reso- 
lution. I  have  no  such  apprehensions.  If  I  had, 
still  I  would  preserve  inviolate  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution as  my  only  political  hope. 

But  the  constitution  of  Missouri  is  before  us, 
and,  in  my  judgment,  properly  ;  for  I  cannot  bring 
myself  to  believe  that  Missouri  is  now  one  of  the 
United  States.  She  could  not  be  one  without  the 
assent  of  Congress.  I  cannot  learn  that  this  as- 
sent has  ever  been  given  ;  or,  indeed,  that  it  could 
have  been  given,  consistently  with  the  principles 
and  safety  of  the  Federal  Constitution.  Is  it 
proper  for  us^  then,  and  are  we  bound,  to  examine 
the  constitution  thus  presented  to  us,  and  to  deter- 
mine whether  it  be,  or  be  not,  repugnant  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Slates  ?  I  think  this 
matter  is  cognizable  by  us,  because  we  are  sworn 
to  support  the  Federal  Constitution.  What  more 
effectual  or  permanent  support  can  we  give  than 
to  take  care  that  no  person,  high  or  low,  shall  be 
deprived  of  a  single  privilege  or  immunity  which 
this  Consiiiution  secures  to  him?  If,  then,  the 
Missouri  constitution,  .sanctioned  by  us,  should, 
intermediate  the  time  of  its  going  into  operation 
and  the  decision  of  the  Federal  courts  upon  it,  de- 
prive any  citizen,  or  other  person,  of  his  Federal 
rights,  or  privileges,  or  immunities,  would  it  nol 
be  in  consequence  of  our  sanction  ?  For,  without 
that,  could  it  have  any  operation  ?  The  right  to 
determine  does  not  depend  upon  the  degree  of  re- 
pugnancy, or  upon  the  extent  and  magnitude  of 
the  injury  which  may  be  produced,  but  upon  the 
question,  is  it  repugnant,  and  will  it  injure  and 
oppress  the  citizen  in  its  operation  ?  Some  cases 
of  palpable  and  flagrant  repugnancy  have  been 
mentioned.  I  will  not  trouble  the  House  with  the 
repetition  of  them  in  this  place,  particularly  as  my 
honorable  friend  (Mr.  Lownoes)  from  South  Car- 
olina has,  in  the  liberality  of  his  mind,  justly  con- 
ceded that  there  might  be  cases  in  which  it  would 
become  the  duty  of  Congress  to  reject  a  constitu- 


tion ;  and  he  supposed  the  case  of  Senators  and 
Representatives  to  Congress,  whose  term  of  service 
should  be  different  from  that  prescribed  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  This  conces- 
sion was  necessary  in  the  supposed  case,  because 
it  would  manifestly  impugn  tne  powers  and  privi- 
leges of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
and  the  Judiciary  could  afford  no  relief. 

I  am  entirely  opposed,  sir,  to  remitting  this  mat- 
ter to  the  Judiciary.  Why  send  it  to  the  Judiciary 
for  adjudication?  It  may  be  years  or  a^es  before 
it  reaches  that  tribunal.  In  the  meantime,  him- 
dreds  of  American  citizens  may  be  deprived  of 
their  rights,  oppressed,  and  persecuted.  Who  is  to 
take  their  part?  It  requires  money  and  friends  to 
regain  lost  rights.  Many  sound  objections  hare 
been  urged  by  those  who  have  preceded  me  against 
this  inference.  I  shall  content  myself  with  slating 
one  further  objection.  It  is  this:  A  free  negro  or 
mulatto  of  the  District  of  Columbia  may  take  and 
hold  real  estate  in  Missouri.  This,  I  think,  will 
not  be  denied  ;  and,  to  make  the  case  the  stronger, 
suppose  he  derives  the  title  to  his  land  directly 
from  the  United  Slates.  Now.  by  the  constitution 
of  Missouri,  he  is  not  only  excluded  from  the  pos- 
.session  of  his  land,  but  is  prevented  from  coming 
into  the  Stale  and  contesting  his  claims  in  the 
courts  there,  and  the  doors  of  the  Federal  courts 
are  barred  against  him.  They  cannot  entertain 
his  claim  and  afford  him  relief,  because  he  is  not 
a  citizen  of  a  State.  How  is  this  to  be  answered  ? 
Or  is  the  suflerer  to  be  turned  off  remediless  ?  And 
will  you  thus  permit  individual  wrong  to  accumu- 
late? Or  will  you  rather  prevent  it,  by  staying 
the  operation  of  the  only  cause  which  can  pro- 
due  it? 

Are  our  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  citizens? 
This  is  a  deeply  interesting  question,  both  as  it  re- 
spects them  and  the  nation.  The  report  of  the 
committee  seems  to  admit  that  some  of  them  are 
citizens,  because  it  says  that  a  large  class  of  them 
"cannot  be  considered  as  citizens  of  any  State." 
The  honorable  members  (Messrs.  Barbour  aad 
Smyth)  from  Virginia  deny  that  they  are  citizens. 
Bui  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Barbour)  from  Virginia 
who  first  spoke,  will  permit  me  to  say,  that  I  tnink 
his  definition  of  a  citizen  proves  too  much ;  for  it 
proves  that  the  Jews  of  Maryland  are  not  citizens 
of  Maryland,  although  their  fathers  and  their  an- 
cestors have  resided  there  since  the  days  of  Lord 
Baltimore.  A  definition  may  destroy  a  right,  but 
never  can  create  a  right.  Facts  and  experience  in 
politics  and  morals  are  better  than  definitions. 
What,  therefore,  are  some  of  the  peculiar  and  dis- 
tinctive characteristics  of  a  citizen  of  a  Slate? 
They  are,  the  right  of  passing,  freely  and  unmo- 
lested, from  town  to  town,  and  place  to  place, 
within  the  State,  and  the  right  of  residing,  at 
pleasure,  in  any  part  of  the  same.  That  these 
rights  belong  to  every  one  entitled  to  the  high  pri- 
vilege of  citizen,  I  think  will  not  be  denied. 

But  these  rights  are  also  common  to  all  free 
persons,  of  every  age  and  sex,  within  the  State, 
except  aliens,  lunatics,  vagabonds,  and  criminals; 
because  their  jxjssession  and  exercise  are  indispen- 
sably necessary  to  the  social  relations  of  life,  and 
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to  the  preservation  of  the  State.     Indeed,  vastly 
the  greatest  proportion  of  the  citizens  of  a  Slate 
have  no  other'external  mark  of  their  citizenship. 
Females  and  minors  cannot  be  elected  to  office,  or 
▼ote,  or  sit  on  juries,  or  be  subjected  to  taxes,  as  a 
general  rule.     These  persons  enjoy  the  privilege 
of  citizenship,  and  the  immunity  of  the  laws  of 
the  State,  to  which  they  must  demean  themselves, 
as  completely  as  the  man  who  has,  in  addition, 
the  qualification  of  a  voter,  or  a  juryman.     What, 
then,  is  the  meaning  of  that  great  clause  in  the 
Federal  Constitution,  which  declares  that  "  the 
citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  priv- 
ileges and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several 
States  ?"    This  has  been  called  the  basis  of  the 
Union.     As  I  under!<tand  this  clause,  it  does  away 
•the  disability  of  alienism.     Without  it,  the  citi- 
zens of  each  State  would  be  aliens  to  every  other 
State,  and  could  not,  of  right,  enter  another  State 
without  a  passport.     It  confers  the  same  common 
privileges   and    immunities  upon    the  citizens  of 
Maryland,  for  instance,  in  reference  (o  the  United 
States,  as  the  citizens  of  Maryland  possess  in  ref- 
erence to  that  Slate.     Hence,  a  citizen  of  Mary- 
land may  pass  into  and  about  the  State  of  Virginia, 
and  reside  there,  subjecting  himself  to  the  laws  of 
Virginia,  as  he  was  bound  to  do  to  the  laws  of 
Maryland  ;  because  in  Maryland  he  possessed  these 
rights,  and  owed  this  obedience.     But  it  docs  not 
follow,  nor  is  it  at  all  necessary  that  because  he 
was  a  voter  or  a  jurvman  in  Maryland,  he  must 
be  either  the  one  or  the  other  in  Virginia.     If  this 
reasoning  be  correct,  then  these  essential  rights  of 
citizenship  are  secured,  and  each  State  left  in  full 
possession  of  its  obligation  and  powers  to  protect 
iti  peaceable  citizens  and   defend   itself  against 
violence  and  crime. 

From  what  has  been  said,  I  think  it  may  be 
fairly  concluded  that  free  negroes  and  mulattoes 
are  citizens,  unless  some  positive  act  of  disfran- 
chisement can  be  shown.  But  I  beg  leave,  sir,  to 
examine  this  matter  in  another  point  of  view.  I 
am  constrained  to  believe  that  these  persons  are 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  and,  as  such,  have  a 
right  peaceably  to  pass  through,  or  reside  in,  any 
part  of  the  United  Slates. 

The  Federal  Constitution,  so  far  as  I  can  un- 
derstand it,  recognises  and  knows  but  two  de- 
scriptions of  freemen,  for  the  question  under  dis- 
cussion concerns  freemen  only,  and  I  shall  avoid, 
if  possible,  any  mention  of  the  other  class  of  per- 
f^l^'ii  '^**^^  descriptions  are  citizens  and  aliens. 
I  shall  not  go  into  an  examination  of  the  laws  or 
practice  of  ancient  or  modern  nations  to  ascertain 
the  national  character  of  their  inhabitants.  Their 
constitutions  are  unlike  ours,  and  if  in  ours  there 
be  any  other  designation  of  the  national  character 
of  Ireemen  than  that  of  citizens  or  aliens,  what  is 
It?  I  have  said  that  Congress  only  could  natu- 
ralize aliens— that  is,  persons  who  owe  allegiance 
to  a  foreign  Government.  But  a  slave  has  no 
country,  and  owes  no  allegiance,  except  to  his 
master.  How,  then,  is  he  an  alien?  If  restored 
to  his  liberty,  and  made  a  freeman,  what  is  his 
national  character  ?  It  must  be  determined  by  the 
Federal  Constitution,  and  without  reference  to 


policy  ;  for  it  respects  jpersonal  liberty.     Is  it  not 
that  of  citizen  or  alien)    But  it  has  been  shown 
that  he  is  not  an  alien.    May  we  not,  therefore, 
conclude,  nay,  are  we  not  bound  to  conclude,  that 
he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States?    Now,  per- 
mit me  to  say  that  it  is  one  of  the  inestimable 
privileges  of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  to  pass, 
unmolested,  through  the  several  States,  and  to  re- 
side where  it  may  best  suit  his  health  and  conve- 
nience.    Indeed,  sir,  this  is  the  essential  feature  in 
the  federal  character  of  an  American  citizen.     If, 
therefore,  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  are  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  does  not  the  constitution  of 
Missouri  conflict  with  the  Federal  Constitution, 
although  they  may  not  be  citizens  of  a  State? 
But  some  of  them,  at  least,  are  citizens  of  a  State. 
Facts  are  better  than  theories.     In  many  of  the 
States  they  are  recognised  as  citizens,  and,  among 
other  things,  are  iligible  to  office,  entitled  to  hold 
real  estate,  to  vote,  to  sue  and  be  sued.     In  some 
of  the  States,  their  fathers,  with  ours,  fought  the 
battles  of  the  Revolution.     Vermont  was  not  one 
of  the  original  thirteen  States ;  she  was  admitted 
into  the  Union  in  1791,  and  had  then,  and  still 
has,  free  negroes  and  mulattoes,  whose  citizenship, 
by  the  citizens  of  that  State,  I  believe,  has  never 
been  doubted  or  denied.     These  are  facts  within 
the  knowledge  of  honorable  gentlemen  who  hear 
me.     But  I  beg  leave,  sir,  to  refer  to  the  case  of 
Louisiana.     By   the  third  article  of   the   treaty 
which  ceded  to  the  United  States  the  territory  of 
Louisiana, it  is  stipulated  that  "the  inhabitants  of 
the  ceded  territory  shall  be  admitted,  dec,  to  all 
the  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens 
of  the  United   States."     The  term  inhaJntants  is 
used.     It  is  a  comprehensive  terra ;  and  whether 
it  includes  slaves,  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  in- 
quire.    It  clearly  \nc\\xdes  freemen^  and  consequent- 
Iv  free  negroes  and  mulattoes,   unless   excepted. 
And,  if  excepted,  permit  me  to  say  it  belongs  to 
gentlemen  opposed  to  me  to  show  where  and  how 
they  are  excepted.     The  State  of  Louisiana  was 
formed  from  a  part  of  the  ceded  territory,  and  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  ;  and  are  not  the  free  ne- 
groes and  mulattoes  in  that  State  citizens  of  Lou- 
isiana?    They  were  made  citizens  of  the  United 
States  by  the  treaty;  and,  in  my  judgment,  they 
became  citizens  of  the  State  when  the  State  be- 
came a  member  of  this  Union. 

As  connected  with  the  question,  who  is  a  citizen 
of  a  State?  I  will  refer  again  to  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution. It  is  there  declared  that  the  judicial 
power  >hall  extend  (among  other  cases)  to  con- 
troversies "  between  citizens  of  diflerent  States." 
Now,  any  person  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  who 
can  prosecute  a  citizen  of  Virginia,  under  this 
clause,  must  be  a  citizen  of  Maryland  ;  and  so  of 
every  other  State.  Is  not  this  a  sure  criterion  of. 
citizenship?  Who,  then,  can  prosecute?  Is  there' 
a  freeman  in  the  nation,  not  an  alien,  and  domi- 
ciled in  a  State,  who  cannot  prosecute  and  be 
prosecuted  in  the  Federal  courts?  If  there  be  one. 
It  must  be  owing  to  some  legal  disability.  Are 
free  negroes  and  mulattoes,  domiciled  in  a  State, 
under  any  disability?  The  Federal  Constitution 
interposes  none ;  and  I  know  of  no  law  or  judicia 
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decision  which  does.  The  ftir  presumption  is, 
•  that  they  have  the  right  to  prosecute ;  and  it  de- 
volves upon  those  who  deny  the  right,  to  prove 
the  disability.  But,  if  they  can  prosecute  in  the 
Federal  courts,  under  this  clause  in  the  Federal 
Constitution,  then  they  are  citizens  of  the  States, 
and  the  constitution  of  Missouri  is  repugnant  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  b^ause  it 
acts  directly  upon  the  citizen,  and  does  not  add 
to,  but  takes  away,  his  existing  rights  and  privi- 
leges. 

But,  assuming  that  there  are  free  negroes  and 
mulattoes  who  are  not  citizens  of  any  State,  it  is 
said  by  my  friend  (Mr.  Lownoes)  from  South 
Carolina,  that  the  exceptionable  clause  in  the  con- 
stitution of  Missouri  is  to  be  so  construed  as  to 
apply  to  them  only.  The  power  given  to  the  Le- 
gislature is  mandatory  ;  the  language  of  the  clause 
IS  general,  and,  in  terms,  applies  to  all,  and  may 
be  executed  upon  all,  free  negroes  and  mulattoes. 
I  cannot  assent  to  that  exposition  of  a  power  which 
would  establish  one  rule  in  Maine  and  another  in 
Missouri.  No,  sir,  this  is  Constitutional  law,  and 
does  not  speak  a  language  official,  and  a  language 
confidential.  It  means  what  it  says;  and  should 
be  construed  as  it  reads.  How  do  you  expound 
other  similar  Constitutional  powers?  Talce  the 
treaty-rnaking  power,  for  example.  Will  you  say 
that  you  have  a  right  to  make  a  treaty  with  Eng- 
land, but  that  you  have  no  right  to  make  a  treaty 
with  President  Boyer — with  the  Republic  of  Hay- 
ti  ?  Take  also  the  power  to  naturalize.  Does  it 
include  the  subjects  of  England  and  France,  and 
exclude  those  of  Persia  and  China?  How,  then, 
under  a  positive  grant  of  power  to  prevent  free 
negroes  and  mulattoes  from  coming  into  a  State, 
will  you  admit  some  and  exclude  others? 

I  must  solicit  vour  indulgence,  sir,  for  a  few 
minutes  more,  while  I  examine  this  subject  in 
reference  to  existing  treaties,  and  the  laws  of  Con- 
gress. These  treaties  and  laws,  if  made  pursuant 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  are  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land.  Does  jiot  the  constitu- 
tion of  Missouri  plainly  violate  the  provisions  and 
stipulations  of  existing  treaties  ?  I  have  already 
had  occasion  to  refer,  for  another  purpose,  to  the 
third  article  of  the  treaty  for  the  cession  of  Louisi- 
ana to  the  United  States.  Has  the  time  gone  by 
when  the  stipulation  in  that  article  is  no  longer 
binding?  How  are  the  free  negroes  and  mulat- 
toes in  the  territory  of  Arkansas  to  be  excluded 
from  the  State  of  Missouri?  Does  Missouri  pos- 
•ess  the  power  of  disfranchising  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States — of  destroying  the  federal  rights  of 
an  American  citizen  ?  If  not,  are  we  at  liberty  to 
sanction  an  instrument,  the  operation  of  which, 
until  arrested  by  the  tardy  arm  of  the  law,  will 
impair  and  may  destroy  these  federal  rights?  But 
this,  sir,  is  not  all.  By  the  existing  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  it  is  stipula- 
ted that  "  the  inhabitants  of  the  two  countries  re- 
spectively shall  have  liberty  freely  and  securely 
to  conUy  dec,  and  to  remain  and  restd^  in  any  parti 
of  the  said  territories  respectively."  The  sub- 
stance of  this  provision  is  found  in  the  treaty  be- 
tween us  and  Sweden  ;  and  I  believe  in  nearly  all 


the  commercial  treaties  which  we  have  made  with 
the  nations  of  Europe.    Indeed,  sir,  provisions  of 
this  sort  are  essential  to  the  successful  operations 
i  of  commerce,  and  to  the  preservation  of  our  com- 
1  mercial  relations.     The  Missouri  constitution  in- 
fracts this  provision  in  the  treaty,  by  excluding 
I  from  her  limits  the  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  of 
j  the  Canadas  and  of  the  other  British  possessions, 
who  may  wish  to  go  and  reside  in  the  State  of 
I  Missouri  for  commercial  purposes.     It  does  more: 
i  the  principle  of  it  strikes  at  the  root  of  the  com- 
I  mercial  relations  between  the  several  States,  and 
I  between  the  United  States  and  foreign  nations. 
I      Once  more,  and    I  have  done.     Congress  has 
I  passed  laws,  offering  bounties  in  land,  to  induce 
persons  to  enter  into  the  Army  of  tne  United 
I  States.     They  have  entered,  done  their  duty,  and 
I  received  a  title  to  their  land ;  among  them  are 
many  free  negroes  and  mulattoes.     Suppose  they 
are  not  citizens  of  a  State.    Mis.souri  says  they 
j  shall  not  enjoy  the  bounty  of  their  Government. 
I  Nay,  more,  they  shall  not  have  the  humble  privi- 
I  lege  of  contesting  their  rights  in  her  courts  of  jos- 
1  lice.     Did  not  the  Federal  Government,  in  giving 
'  the  title,  pledge  its  faith  and  honor  to  secure  the 
j  possession  and  the  enjoyment?    I  humbly  con- 
ceive it  did  ;  and  that  these,  as  well  as  the  proudest 
I  American  citizens,  are  eminently  entitled  to  our 
protection,  for  they  have  endured  war  and  peril, 
I  have  wasted  their  strength,  and  shed  their  blood, 
I  in  fighting  the  battles  of  their  country.    - 
I      When  Mr.  Strong  had  concludea — 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  reso- 
!  lution  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  the 
i  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  question  being  take  a  thereon,  it  was  deter- 
j  mined  in  the  negative — yeas  73,  nays  90,  as  fol- 
j  lows  : 

I  Yeas — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Ar- 
j  cher  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Barbour,  Beecher, 
Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brown,  Brush,  Bryan,  Barton, 
Barwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crowell, 
Dickinson,  Earle,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Fiaher, 
liloyd,  Ford,  Garnett,  Gorham,  Gray,  Hall  of  North 
Carolina,  Hill,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia, 
Jones  of  Tennessee,  Lowndes,  McCoy,  McCreary, 
McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentaekj,  Meigs, 
Mercer,  Metcalf,  Montgomery,  T.  L.  Moore,  Neale, 
Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  of  Virginia, 
Pinckney,  R.indolph,  Rankin,  Reed, Rhea,  Shaw,  Sim- 
kins,  Slocumb,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  B.  Smith  of 
Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North 
Carolina,  Southard,  Storrs,  Strong  of  Vermont, 
Strong  of  New  York,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  Tomp- 
kins, Trimble,  Tyler,  W^alker,  Warfield,  Williams  of 
Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Maasachu setts, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Ball,  Bate- 
man,  Boden,  Buffman,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire, 
Campbell,  Cannon,  Case,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cook, 
Craftis,  Culpeper,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Davidson, 
Dennison,  Dewitt,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut, 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania.  Eustis,  Fay,  Folger,  Foot, 
Forrest,  FoHer,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Guyon,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Delaware, 
Harden,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Hibshman, 
Hooks,  Kendall,    Kent,    Kinsey,    Kinsley,  J^athrop, 
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LiDColn,  Linn,  Livermore,  McCuilough,  Mallary, 
Mtrchand,  iMeecb,  Monell,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Mor- 
ton, Moseley,  Murray,  Nvisoa  of  MaMachuaetla,  Over- 
street,  Parker  of  .Mafsachusetts,  Patterson,  Phelps, 
Pbilaon,  Plumer,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Robert- 
son, Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Silsbee, 
Sloan,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Stevens,  Street,  Tarr, 
Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Upham, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,   Wendover,  and  Whitman. 

The  question  was  then  stated,  shall  the  resolu- 
tion be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  ?  And 
debate  arising  thereon,  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  December  11. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  from  the  State  of  Maine, 
late  a  part  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  Joseph 
Dane,  elected  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  resignation  of  John  Holmes,  appeared,  was 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

John  A.  Cdthbert,  from  the  State  of  Georgia, 
also  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, delivered  the  following  report  : 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Council  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas, 
complaining  of  the  delay  and  denial  of  justice  from 
the  neglect  and  non-attendance  of  the  judges  appoint- 
ed for  that  Territory,  report — 

That,  if  the  cause  of  complaint  still  continued,  it 
would  certainly  call  for  the  interposition  of  this  House 
to  endeavor  to  remove  it.  But,  upon  inquiry  at  the 
Department  of  Sute,  the  committee  have  had  the 
satisfaction  to  learn  that  the  two  judges  of  whom  the 
complaint  was  made,  have  resigned,  and  others  have 
been  appointed  to  their  place,  who  il  is  hoped  and  be- 
lieved will  feel  a  just  sense  of  the  duty  that  belongs 
to  their  station,  and  perform  it  accordingly.  If,  in 
this  respect,  there  should  again  be  a  failure,  il  will 
then  be  necessary  to  consider  of  the  propriety  of  some 
act  which  will  not  only  mark  it  with  decisive  reproba- 
tion, but  have  a  tendency  to  prevent  its  recurrence. 
They,  therefore,  otFer  the  fallowing  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  memorial. 

And  the  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Williams  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Kosalie  P.  Deslonde,  accompanied  with  a  bill  for 
ner  relief;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  the  Secretary  of 
State  was  required  to  communicate  to  this  House 
any  information  which  may  have  been  received 
by  that  department,  touching  any  alterations  in 
IHe  comniercial  laws  or  regulations  of  any  of  the 
nations  of  Europe,  which  may  have  been  made  or 
adopted  since  the  year  1817. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Butler,  of  New  Hampshire, 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing,  by  law,  for  prohibiting  printers  and  edi- 
tors of  newspapers,  and  all  other  persons  who  are 
proprietors  of  any  such  printing  establishment,  or 
in  any  way  coiicerned  in  the  publication  of  news- 
papers, from  bein^  mail  contractors  or  postmasters, 
and  also  prohililttj^  postmasters  from  being  mail 


contractors,  or  being  employed  in  the  conveyance 
of  the  mail. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  eleventh  section  of 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  regulating  processes 
in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  providing 
compensations  for  the  officers  of  the  said  courts 
and  for  jurors  and  witnesses,"  providing  for  the 
removal  of  suits  and  actions  in  certain  cases. 

Mr.  Whitman  submitted  the  following  resola- 
tion,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  for  one  day  : 

Resoked,  That  the  16th  rule,  in  relation  to  the 
"  order  of  business  of  the  day,"  be  so  far  altered,  that 
the  Speaker,  in  calling  for  petitions,  shall  hereafter 
begin  by  calling  for  petitions  from  Maine. 

THE   DEFENCE  OF  BALTIMORE. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  merchants  of  Baltimore,  for  com- 
pensation for  vessels  sunk  in  the  harbor  of  that 
city,  to  prevent  the  approach  of  th%  British  ship- 
ping in  the  Fall  of  the  year  1814,  accompanied 
with  a  bill  for  their  relief;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
The  report  is  as  follows  : 

That,  in  the  month  ef  September,  1814,  sundry  ves- 
sels belonging  to  the  memorialists  wers  taken  by  pub- 
lic authority,  and  sunk  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor  of 
Baltimore,  to  prevent  the  vessels  of  the  enemy  from 
entering  that  harbor. 

On  the  7th  March,  1815,  the  SecreUry  of  War 
wrote  to  Colonel  Paul  Bentalou,  quartermaster  gen- 
eral at  Baltimore,  as  follows:  "  As  the  owners  of  the 
vessels  which  were  sunk  at  Baltimore  will  now  be- 
come very  importunate,  and  as  you  probably  can- 
not raise  them  fast  enough  la  meet  their  wishes  and 
expectations,  you  may,  therefore,  permit  individuals  to 
raise  their  own  vessels  for  a  stipulated  sum,  or  in  such 
other  manner  as  may,  in  your  opinion,  be  compatible 
with  the  public  interest,  as  it  is  my  wish  that  you  sbonld 
give  every  fscility  to  the  raising  of  those  vessels  which 
may  be  consistent  with  economy  and  the  public  in- 
terest. As  there  no  doobt  will  be  many  application* 
to  Congress  by  individuals  owning  those  vessels  for 
compensation  for  damages,  by  injuries  either  to  their 
vessels  or  rigging,  while  sunk,  it  would  be  advisable 
that  such  damages  should  be  duly  ascertained,  in  such 
manner  as  you  may  think  best,  at  the  time  the  vessels 
are  respectively  raised,  and  a  report  thereof  made  to 
this  office." 

In  pursuance  of  these  instructions,  three  respecta- 
ble citizens  of  Baltimore,  one  an  "experienced"  ship- 
carpcntrr,  one  a  ship-joiner,  and  the  otijer  a  ship-chan- 
dler, were  appointed  to  survey  the  said  vessels,  and 
appraise  the  damages;  and,  in  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber following,  a  return  of  the  amount  assessed  upon 
each  vessel  was  mado  to  the  Secretary  of  War;  and, 
in  April,  1816,  an  appropriation  was  msde  to  the 
amount  of  the  several  sums  thus  assessed,  which  was 
subsequently  distributed  among  the  claimants. 

On  the  7th  of  January,  1817,  the  owners  of  the 
vessels  presented  their  memorial  to  Congress,  claiming 
a  further  allowance,  alleging  that  the  sum  previously 
awarded  them  was  "  not  sufficient  to  psy  one-fourth 
the  expense  of  repairing,"  and  that  the  appraisement 
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of  damages  had  been  made  without  "  their  knowledge 
or  concurrence."  Upon  this  memorial  there  has  been 
no  decision  by  Congress;  and,  on  the  15th  of  Febru- 
ary last,  James  H.  Causlen,  one  of  the  memorialists, 
urged  his  claim  anew  u}>on  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress in  a  separate  memorial,  and,  to  the  reasons  pre- 
viously assigned  why  further  compensation  should  be 
made,  has  subjoined  a  claim  for  a  per  diem  allowance 
from  the  time  his  vessel  was  sunk  till  the  repairs  were 
completed,  which  he  alleges  to  have  been  two  hun- 
dred and  ninety-four  days.  He  alt«o  alleges  that  the 
vessel  was  in  good  repair  when  sunk  ;  that  the  repairs, 
after  it  was  raised,  cost  .$3,589  03;  and  that  irrepar- 
able injury  was  done  by  sinking,  to  the  amount  of 
$1,000,  which,  with  $5  per  day  lor  demurrage,  makes 
■n  aggregate  of  |6,069  03;  and  deducting  therefrom 
$676,  the  amount  awarded  him  by  the  appraisers,  he 
claims  a  balance  from  the  Government  of  $5,384  03, 
$384  more  than  his  witnesses  prove  his  vessel  to  have 
been  worth  before  it  was  sunk. 

Equal  and  exact  justice  may  not  have  been  done 
by  the  surveyors  who  sppraised  the  dsmages;  but  it 
is  difficult  to  perceive  what  measures  could  now  be 
adopted  that  would  be  more  likely  to  effi'ct  the  object. 
The  survey  and  appraisement  was  made  by  three  of 
the  citizens  of  Baltimore,  of  acknowledged  skill  and 
respectability,  who  appear  to  have  commenced  their 
labors  on  the  26th  of  March,  1815,  and  to  have  con- 
cluded them  on  the  15lh  of  August  of  the  same  year; 
and  the  minuteness  of  their  survey,  (of  which  their 
records  furnish  proof,)  together  with  the  time  their 
attention  must  have  been  drawn  to  the  subject,  forbid 
the  presumption  that  the  business  of  their  appointment 
could  have  been  lightly  passed  over.  And  were  it 
even  admitted  that  they  could  have  been  influenced 
by  partial  considerations,  it  would  seem  at  least  prob- 
able that  their  partialities  must  have  inclined  them  to 
the  side  of  their  fellow-citiz9ns  rather  than  to  that  of 
the  Government.  It  is  believed,  then,  that  it  would 
be  inexpedient  to  authorize  an  additional  allowance 
for  damages. 

The  committee  are,  however,  of  the  opinion  that,  so 
far  as  relates  to  demurrage,  the  memorialists  are  enti- 
tled to  relief,  although,  until  the  last  session,  no  claim 
of  that  character  appears  to  have  been  urged  upon  the 
attention  of  Congress.  Two  o{  the  surveyors  have 
certified  (and  the  fact  is  also  esublished  by  their  rec- 
ords) that  they  made  no  allowance  "  for  the  deteriora- 
tion of  the  vessels;"  and  it  is  equally  true  that  none 
was  made  for  the  detention  from  their  owners. 

As  it  is  impracticable  to  ascertain  what  income,  if 
any,  would  have  been  derived  from  the  use  of  the  ves- 
sels antecedent  to  the  close  of  the  war,  had  they  not 
been  sunk,  it  is  believed  as  substantial  justice' as  is 
practicable  in  the  case  will  have  been  done  should  a 
reasonable  daily  allowance  be  made,  from  the  close  of 
the  war  to  the  end  of  a  necessary  period,  for  repairing 
the  injuries;  and  for  this  purpose  the  committee  re- 
port a  bill. 

[The  following  documents  were  subsequently  commu- 
nicated to  the  House  of  Representatives.] 

Cafitoi,  February  19,  1820. 
8im :  A  memorial  from  certain  merchants  of  Balti- 
more (claiming  compensation  for  injury  sustained  by 
their  veasela  which  bad  been  siibk  by  legal  authority 
for  the  preservation  of  that  city)  has  been  submitted 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  over  which  you  preside. 
I  had  given,  prior  to  your  last  report,  a  verbal  state- 
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ment  to  you.  The  report  and  memorial  having  been 
recommitted,  it  may  l»e  proper  to  give  to  your  com- 
mittee a  detailed  statement  in  writing. 

In  the  year  1812  I  commanded  in  Baltimore.  The 
enemy  appeared  oflT  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  threat- 
ened the  city.  To  prevent  an  attempt  to  pass  the 
fort,  I  caused  a  number  of  vessels  to  be  moored,  head 
to  stern,  from  the  fort  to  the  opposite  point,  prepared 
for  sinking.  The  enemy  did  not  atteck  during  that 
year,  and  the  vessels  were  returned  to  their  owners. 
The  expense  of  repairing  the  injury  sustained  by  their 
exposure  to  the  weather  was  paid  by  the  city.  This 
occurrence  called  my  attention  to  the  subject,  and  I 
submitted  a  bill  (in  Senate)  which  was  signed  on 
July  16, 1813,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  further 
defence  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States," 
which  authorized  the  sinking  of  hulks  or  vessels  as 
impediments  to  the  entrance  of  the  ships  of  the  enemy 
into  the  ports  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  appropriated 
the  sum  of  $250,000  to  defray  any  expense  that  might 
occur  in  consequence. 

Subsequent  to  the  attack  on  Washington,  I  was 
again  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  Slates,  aa 
commander  at  Baltimore,  and  made  a  requisition  on 
the  city  for  vessels  to  be  sunk ;  a  sufficient  number 
were  delivered  to  Commodore  Rodgers,  (then  acting 
with  a  body  of  seamen  in  concert  with  me,)  and  sunk 
under  his  direction. 

The  enemy  attacked  by  land  and  water,  and  having 
completely  failed  in  both,  they  evacuated  the  Chesa- 
peake  ;  and,  being  superseded  in  my  commsnd,  I  took 
my  seat  in  the  Senate.  Aware  of  the  injury  the 
sunken  vessels  would  sustain,  I  requested  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  Colonel  Monroe,  to  direct  Commodore 
Barney,  who  had  a  number  of  seamen  under  his  com- 
mand, to  cause  the  vessels  to  be  raised,  and  an  order 
was  sent  to  that  effect,  but  was  not  executed.  The 
commodore  alleged  that  his  men  had  not  been  paid, 
and  had  not  clothing  sufficient  for  such  work.  I  then 
requested  the  SecreUry  to  direct  the  quartermaster 
general,  Colonel  BenUlou,  to  cause  the  vessels  to  be 
raised.  The  Winter  had  set  in  ;  few  were  raised  ;  and 
most  of  the  vessels  remained  all  Winter  and  late  in  the 
Spring  under  water,  and  must  have  sustained  great 
injury.  I  also  recommended  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
the  propriety  of  appointing  appraisers  to  value  and  as- 
sess the  damage  each  vessel  had  sustained.  That  course 
was  pursued ;  the  ships  were  all  raised,  and  delivered 
to  their  respective  owners.  Three  res{>ectable  men 
were  appointed  by  the  quartermaster  general  as  ap- 
praisers, to  wit,  an  experienced  ship-master,  a  ship- 
carpenter,  and  a  ship-chandler  ;  they  visited  each  ves- 
sel, and  appraised  the  damage  or  injury  that  was 
apparent 

It  has  been  alleged  that  most  of  the  owners  knew 
not  of  the  appraisement  having  been  made ;  that  the 
masters  were  not  on  board  when  made ;  and  that  the 
appraisers  were  not  apprized  of  the  real  injury  sus- 
tained by  the  destruction  of  the  sails  and  rigging  on 
board  of  the  vessels  when  sunk,  all  which  must  have 
been  completely  destroyed  by  their  long  immersion. 
Such  was  the  case  (as  I  have  been  told)  of  the  brig  or 
schooner  Sally,  belonging  to  J.  H.  Caosten.  The 
damage  8UBtaine<<  by  that  vessel  was  valued  at  $676. 
Nor  was  it  possible  for  the  appraisers,  by  a  visit  of  a 
few  hours,  to  ascertain  the  real  damuges  that  had  been 
sustained  ;  they  could  only  be  known  by  an  attend- 
ance  on  each  vessel  while  their  repairs  were  making. 
I  had  two  vessels  sunk,  and  was  allowed  for  damage* 
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siuUtned  by  the  Adriana  #300,  which  sum  scarcetj 
paid  for  cleaning  and  drying  the  ship.  The  principal 
injury  she  sustained  was  not  discovered ;  she  foun- 
dered at  sea  during  her  first  voyage,  yet  she  had  been 
carefully  examined.  I  am  within  the  amount  when  I 
state  that  three  times  the  sum  allowed  did  not  place 
her  in  the  same  state  in  which  she  was  at  the  time 
she  was  sunk.  My  vessels  were  raised  by  the  owners 
before  the  ice  closed  the  river,  and  must  have  suffered 
1ms  than  others. 

The  vessels  were  kepi  from  their  owners  generally 
from  six  to  eight  months,  and  I  believe,  some  were 
longer  under  water;  for  which  no  allowance  whatever 
was  made,  as  appears  by  the  certificate  of  the  apprais- 
ers, and  for  which  they  have  a  fair  and  undoubted 
claim.  This  detention  was  the  fault  of  the  Govern- 
raent,  for,  with  proper  exertion,  the  vessels  might  all 
have  been  raised  before  the  ice  covered  the  river. 

The  detention  of  those  vessels  for  so  many  months 
was  a  most  serious  injury  to  the  claimants.  The  time 
they  were  detained  would  have  enabled  the  owners  to 
have  made  at  least  one  voyage  to  Europe,  and  two  or 
three  to  the  West  Indies ;  and  there  is  no  reason 
whatever,  that  I  can  conceive,  to  prevent  the  commit- 
tee from  reporting  a  bill  allowing  the  owners  a  fair 
demurrage  or  per  diem  allowance  for  the  time  the  ves- 
sels were  detained.  A  similar  allowance  was  made  to 
the  owners  of  scows  used  to  make  a  floating  bridge, 
by  the  act  of  S7th  April,  1816;  under  which  law  the 
owners  received  one  dollar  per  day  for  every  day  the 
scows  were  so  employed,  amounting  to  ;^2,500  for  the 
use  of  twenty-four  scows  ;  whilst  the  owners  of  ships 
sunk  are  allowed  only  $15. 188  for  the  great  injury 
sustained,  and  for  a  long  detention  of  their  vessels. 
Can  this  be  right  or  just  I 

Soon  after  Congress  met,  in  the  session  of  1815  and 
1816,  I  applied  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  the  valua- 
tion of  the  damages  assessed  for  the  vessels  that  were 
sunk,  and  to  know  whether  he  was  prepared  to  pay 
the  amount  to  the  respective  owners.  He  put  into 
my  hand  the  list,  (a  copy  of  which  you  have,)  and  ob- 
served that  the  valuation  appeared  to  be  very  low,  but 
that  he  was  unable  to  pay  even  that  sum,  the  whole 
amount  of  $250,000  appropriated  for  that  object  hav- 
iag  been  applied  to  other  items  of  expenditure,  by  or- 
der of  the  President.  In  consequence,  I  submitted  the 
subject  to  the  Senate,  and  an  appropriation  was  made, 
on  the  20th  of  April,  1816,  to  cover  the  valuation,  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit :  "  For  the  payment  of 
damages  sustained  by  the  ships  and  veest-ls  sunk  at 
the  entrance  of  the  port  of  Baltimore,  to  prevent  the 
ships  of  the  enemy  from  passing  the  fort  and  entering 
the  harbor,  $15,188  50." 

You  will  observe  that  the  appropriation  is  for  dam- 
ages on/y.-  no  allowance  made  for  detention,  as  ap- 
peara  by  the  certificate  of  the  appraisers,  nor  was  any 
directed  to  be  made  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  as  ap- 
pears by  a  copy  of  his  order  herewith,  dated  the  7lh  of 
March,  1816.  He  only  directs  the  appraisement  of 
the  damages  actually  sustained.  The  necessity  of  di- 
recting the  attention  of  the  appraisers  to  that  object 
had  not  occurred  to  the  Secretary.  The  act  of  1813, 
however,  contemplated  such  allowance;  for  it  says 
emphatically,  "that  the  President  be  authorized  to 
hire  or  purchase  hulks,  or  other  means  of  impediment 
to  the  entrance  of  the  ships  of  the  enemy,  to  be  sunk." 
Now,  sir,  the  claimants  demand  payment  for  the  hire 
of  their  vessels  ;  and  I  believe  there  is  no  instance  of 
wafoiM  impressed,  as  those  ships  were,  [being  debarred,] 


from  receiving  pay  for  their  hire  for  the  time  they  were 
detained.  The  claim,  I  repeat,  is  equitable ;  it  is  just; 
and  has,  I  believe,  been  refused  in  no  instance  where 
vessels,  horses,  or  wagons,  have  been  taken  and  em- 
ployed in  public  service. 

I  am,  sir,  with  respect,  yours,  die. 

8.  SMITH. 
Hon.  Lkwis  Williams, 

Chairman  of  Committee  of  Claim*. 

I 
MISSOURI. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  coDsideration  of 
the  resolution  declaring  the  admission  of  the  State 
of  Missouri  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Virginia,  said,  that,  havinff 
had  some  share  in  protracting  the  trial,  to  which 
the  patience  of  the  House  was  to  be  suoiected,  in 
the  debate,  he  owed  it  the  atonement  oi  making 
his  trespass  as  brief  as  possible.  His  inducement 
to  trouble  the  House  at  all  grew  entirely  out  of  the 
circumstances  of  views  having  been  stated  in  sup- 
port of  the  resolution,  in  which  he  could  not  con- 
cur, and  to  which  he  should  be  considered  as  as- 
senting if  the  grounds  of  his  vote  were  not  explain- 
ed. The  delicate  relation  of  the  question,  how- 
ever, to  the  slaveholding  States,  would  furaish 
sufficient  excuse  to  any  member,  coming  from  that 
quarter  of  the  Union,  for  wishing  to  bestow  on  it 
the  fullest  examination. 

Mr.  A.  proceeded  to  remark  that,  whilst  he  ut- 
terly disclaimed  the  consequences  which  had  been 
inferred  from  it,  he  was  by  no  means  prepared  to 
contest  the  right  of  the  States  to  admit  the  color- 
ed person,  born  within  their  respective  limits,  to 
the  privileges  of  citizenship.  The  States  had 
delegated,  in  relation  to  this  subject,  only  the 
power  of  naturalization,  the  operation  of  which 
was  known  to  extend  only  to  persons  bom  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  community,  by  whose  authority 
it  was  exerted.  The  collateral  connected  power 
of  determining  the  right  and  condition  of  ad- 
mission to  the  privileges  of  citizenship,  as  respect- 
ed persons  born  within  their  respective  limits, 
could  not,  then,  be  denied  to  the  States,  or  abridg- 
ed in  its  exercise,  without  a  constrtiction  which 
might  equally  be  employed  to  divest  every  other 
reserved  right,  and  to  dismantle  evey  safeguard  to 
be  found  in  the  Constitution.  We  nad  been  told, 
indeed,  that  the  exercise  of  this  right  in  relation 
to  colored  persons,  could  not  be  considered  as  con- 
templated oy  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
Supposing  It  were  not,  the  rights  of  the  States  did 
not  depend,  for  their  validity  or  exercise,  on  the 
recognition  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  which,  in 
its  true  character,  was  no  more  than  the  source  of 
the  limitations  on  them  ;  nor  had  the  advance  of 
encroachment  yet  reached  a  construction,  by 
which  the  security  of  these  rights  would  not  simp- 
ly be  impaired,  but  their  independent  existence  ao- 
solutelv  subverted.  The  mode,  too,  of  the  deriva- 
tion of  the  inference  which  excluded  the  exercise 
of  the  right  in  question,  was  as  little  warranted 
as  the  source  of  its  derivation.  It  was  derived, 
not  from  any  thing  in  the  language  of  the  Consti- 
tution, but  from  the  peculiarity  of  the  circum- 
stances of  some  of  the  parlies  to  it,  which  were 
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supposed  to  preclude  the  intention  to  allow  such 
an  exercise  of  right.  This  was  not  a  case,  how- 
ever, in  which  a  resort  of  this  kind  was  admissible, 
for  the  ascertainment  of  intention.  Where  lan- 
guage was  of  doubtful  import,  this  resort  might 
be  admitted  with  little  danger,  because  there  was 
a  limit  to  the  possible  variety  of  interpretation  of 
which  language  was  susceptible.  But  where  there 
was  no  doubt  arising  in  the  interpretation  of  lan- 
guage, nor  any  language  on  the  subject  of  doubt 
to  be  interpreted,  the  allowance  of  a  resort  to  the 
circumstances  of  parties,  to  an  iustrument  for  the 
ascertainment  of  its  purport,  would  be  admitting 
the  supply,  and  not  the  explanation,  of  an  inten- 
tion. To  such  a  principle  of  substitution  and  en- 
largement of  the  operation  of  instruments,  there 
was  evidently  no  limit  short  of  the  exhaustion  of 
ingenuity.  It  was  better  to  admit  any  defect  what- 
ever, in  the  Constitution,  than  a  liability  so  inde- 
finite, to  accretion  and  Vietaniorphoti-f. 

The  objection  to  the  recognition  of  the  right  in 
question  was  founded  in  an  entire  misapprehension 
of  the  consequences  of  its  exercise.  It  had  been 
supposed  that  if  the  right  were  admitted,  it  would 
follow  that  colored  persons,  emigrating  from  a 
State  in  which  they  were  allowed  the  privileges 
of  citizenship,  to  another  in  which  they  were  ex- 
cluded from  these  privileges,  would  become  enti- 
tled to  all  privileges  of  this  character  in  the  State 
to  which  they  removed,  notwithstanding  the  ex- 
clusion. Such  an  inference  was  founded  on  a 
view  which  was  altogether  erroneous  of  the  opera- 
tion of  the  first  clause  of  the  second  section  of  the 
fourth  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  assuring  a  reciprocity  of  privileges  to  the 
citizens  of  the  several  States,  respectively.  That 
clause,  like  every  other,  in  that  or  any  other  in- 
strument, must  receive  a  construction  which  would 
not  violate  reason ;  which  would  not  carry  the 
operation  of  the  clause  beyond  the  intention  which 
dictated  it,  and  which  would  render  its  operation 
consistent,  if  possible,  with  the  established  rights 
of  other  parties.  All  these  incontrovertible  prin- 
ciples of  interpretation  would  be  violated  by  the 
construction  which  had  been  supposed.  If  per- 
sons removing  from  one  State  to  another  were  to 
be  considered  as  becoming  entitled,  under  the  ope- 
ration of  this  clause  of  the  Constitution,  to  all  the 
privileges  of  citizens  of  the  State  to  which  they 
removed,  and  were  not  restricted  to  the  privileges 
accorded  to  persons  of  the  same  class  and  descrip- 
tion with  themselves,  then  the  anomaly  would  be 
presented  of  a  foreign  co-ordinate  legislation,  ex- 
erting a  more  efficient  operation  in  the  States  than 
their  interior  legislation,  and  of  their  legislation 
exerting  in  relation  to  the  same  subject,  a  more 
efficient  operation  abroad  than  it  could  at  home. 
A  construction  involving  such  consequences  was 
absurd.  Clauses  were  to  be  construed  in  consis- 
tency with  their  intention.  What  was  the  inten- 
tion of  this  clause?  The  States  by  the  adoption 
of  the  Federal  Constitution,  became,  to  a  certain 
extent,  members  of  one  community.  It  was  an 
incident  essential  to  the  secure  enjoyment  of  the 
advantages  of  this  community,  that  they  should 
be  restrained  from  any  power  of  inimical  regula- 


tion as  respected  the  right  of  removal  from  one 
State  and  settlement  in  another.  This  w&s  the 
design  of  the  clause  in  question ;  not  to  inhibit  to 
the  States  nor  to  restrain  the  power  of  regulation, 
as  respected  the  conditions  of^  the  enjoyment  and 
exercise  of  the  privileges  of  citizenship,  an  essen- 
tial, indefeasible  portion  of  self-government ;  but 
to  inhibit  any  power  of  regulation  on  this  subject, 
to  be  directed  exclusively  against  citizens  remov- 
ing froin  other  States,  any  exercise  of  inimical 
discriminative  regulation.  The  dbcretion  was 
left  unimpaired  to  adopt  regulations  affecting 
either  the  indigenous  inhabitants  or  those  remov- 
ing from  other  States,  provided  these  regulations 
were  not  rendered  restrictive  and  peculiar  in  rela- 
tion to  this  last  description  of  inhabitants.  Un- 
der this  limitation  the  reserved  power  of  the  States 
was  unsus-ceptible  of  employment  to  any  serious 
or  injurious  counteraction  of  the  social  design  of 
the  Federal  Incorporation.  This  construction 
had  the  advantage  of  reconciling  the  rights  of  the 
States  with  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  in  ques- 
tion, affording  to  each  ample  and  uninterfering 
scope  for  operation.  Any  opposite  construction 
led  to  the  wildest  and  most  unredeemed  absurdi- 
ties. No  one  could  conceive  it  to  be  the  design  of 
the  Constitution  to  communicate  to  persons  remov- 
ing from  one  State  to  another,  privileges  larger 
in  number  or  value  than  they  had  previously  en- 
joyed ;  yet,  under  the  construction  which  was 
combatted,  such  persons  might  not  only  acquire 
an  increase  of  privileges,  the  privilege  of  suffrage 
for  example,  but  blacks  from  abroad  might  acquire 
privileges  to  which  indigenous  whites  were  not 
entitled.  Women,  in  one  of  the  States,  (Jersey) 
were,  or  had  formerly  been,  admitted  to  all  the 
privileges  of  citizenship,  that  of  suffrage  inclusive. 
Under  this  construction,  women,  in  States  where 
there  was  a  qualification  on  suffrage,  as  in  Virgi- 
nia, might  become  entitled,  by  migration,  to  {vi- 
vileges  from  which  a  large  proportion  of  the  in- 
digenous white  males  were  excluded.  Construc- 
tions of  this  kind  were  no  subjects  for  discus- 
sion. Persons,  by  removal  from  one  State  to 
another,  did  not,  therefore,  acquire  any  further  or 
greater  privileges  than  were  the  allotment  of  the 
indigenous  inhabitants  of  the  same  clays  and  de- 
scription. 

Another  consequence  which  had  been  imputed 
to  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  under  review, 
fell  with  that  which  had  been  examined.  It  had 
been  imagined  that,  under  the  operation  of  this 
clause,  colored  persons,  emancipated  on  a  condi- 
tion of  removal  from  one  State  in  which  they  re- 
ceive their  emancipation,  might  be  returned  upon 
the  emancipating  State  in  the  character  of  citizens. 
The  validity  of  this  interference  was  excluded  hy 
the  remarks  which  had  been  stated.  It  was  equal- 
ly excluded  by  other  and  independent  considera- 
tions. The  condition  of  emancipation  alluded  to, 
would  labor,  at  the  time  of  its  adoption,  under  no 
defect  of  validity,  as  presenting  no  conflict  with 
any  provision  of  the  Federal  Constitution. 

It  could  not,  then,  be  brought  into  conflict,  and 
rendered  invalid  at  any  posterior  time,  or  by  any 
act  of  an  authority  not  superior  to  that  of  the  party 
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impoffiDg  it,  and  which  was  no  party  to  the  com- 
pact in  which  this  condition  was  comprehended. 
Yet,  if  the  inference  above  referred  to  were  just, 
this  condition,  the  creation  of  a  competent  author- 
ity, and  the  consideration  of  a  benefit  to  the  party 
accepting  it,  would  be  liable  to  invalidation  by  the 
posterior  intervention,  not  of  a  superior,  but  an  ex- 
traneous and  merely  co-ordinate  authority  ;  and  be 
liable  not  simply  to  invalidation,  but  to  be  con- 
verted to  an  instrument  of  injury  and  abuse  to  the 
party  who  had  made  it  the  subject  of  stipulation. 
An  mference  of  this  kind  had  only  to  be  represent- 
ed in  its  true  character  to  be  disclaimed. 

The  endeavor  had  been  made  to  show  that  there 
was  nothing  in  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  which  had  been  quoted,  which 
could  be  construed  as  prohibiting  the  State  govern- 
ments from  subjecting  persons  removing  from  other 
States  to  any  restrictions  as  respected  the  privi- 
leges of  citizenship  which  it  was  thought  proper 
to  extend  to  indigenous  inhabitantsof  thesameclass 
and  description.  The  power  of  the  States  would  be 
found,  upon  further  inquiry,  to  extend  to  a  point  be- 
yond this — to  the  capacity  of  prohibiting  the  ingress 
of  citizens  of  other  States,  provided  the  exclusion 
were  for  causes  affecting  the  individual  merely,  and 
not  the  class :  that  is  to  say,  provided  the  exclusion 
operated  by  what,  in  the  technical  language  of  the 
law,  would  be  denominated  descriptiontm,  persorut, 
or  for  causes  accidental  in  their  access,  and  liable 
to  removal.  Thus,  it  would  not  be  denied  that  a 
State  might  exclude  citizens  of  other  States,  for 
contagious  disease,  by  quarantine  regulations ;  that 
it  had  competency  to  exclude  for  crimes,  or  to  ex- 
clude paupers  liable  to  become  burdensome  by 
regulation  of  police.  What  was  the  reason  of  the 
competency  of  exclusion  in  these  cases?  The  rea- 
son had  already  been  stated,  the  necessity  of  giving 
to  the  clause  of  the  Federal  Constitution  commu- 
nicating the  privileges  of  citizenship,  a  construc- 
tion which  would  reconcile  its  operations  with  the 
reserved  essential  rights  of  the  States.  There 
could  be  no  danger  of  abuse  from  this  construc- 
tion, as  long  as  its  principle  was  not  transcended, 
which  required  that  the  exclusion  should  be  for 
cause  affecting  the  individual,  and  not  the  class. 
Mr.  A.  went  on  to  say,  that  perhaps  a  just  appli- 
cation of  the  principle  of  exclusion,  which  had 
been  now  stated,  might  be  considered  as  author- 
izing the  slaveholding  States  to  prohibit  the  entry 
and  settlement  among  them  of  colored  persons  from 
other  States,  inasmuch  as  it  was  known  that  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  their  population  tended 
to  communicate  to  the  admission  of  persons  of  this 
description  a  character  of  mischievousoess,  worse 
than  that  which  would  attach  to  the  admission  of 
pauperism,  and  as  bad  as  that  which  would  attach 
to  the  admission  of  criminals  and  disease.  Mr.  A. 
said,  that  he  did  not  mean,  however,  to  push  the 
argument  to  this  extent.  It  was  not  necessary  to 
his  purpose  to  do  so.  Perhaps  it  would  not  be  fair, 
as  the  exclusion  might  be  said,  in  these  circum- 
stances, to  be  denounced  for  a  cause  not  personal, 
that  is  to  say,  accidental  to  the  excluded  object ; 
or  which,  indeed,  was  not  to  be  considered  as  re- 
•iding  so  much  in  the  excluded  object,  as  in  a  pe- 


culiar condition  of  the  community  from  which  the 
object  was  proposed  to  be  excluded.  All  that  it 
was  now  designed  to  show  was,  that,  notwith- 
standing the  sweeping  operation  which  had  been 
attributed  to  the  clause  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, which  had  been  adduced  m  the  debate,  the 
exercise,  under  certain  circumstances,  of  a  power 
of  exclusion  bv  the  State  governments,  as  respected 
the  citizens  ot  other  States,  was  in  perfect  consist- 
ency with  that  operation. 

If  it  was  the  wish  of  any  of  the  States  to  have 
colored  citizens,  Mr.  A.  said,  that  he  felt  neither 
wish  or  authority  to  derogate  from  their  right  to 
do  so.  The  proposition  he  denied  was,  that  such 
citizens  could  be  imposed  on  other  States,  who 
had  no  participation  in  the  wish.  In  the  lapse 
of  time  it  was  possible  that  the  period  might  ar- 
rive, when,  from  the  excessive  multiplication  of 
the  mixed  race,  some  of  the  slaveholding  States 
might  conceive  themselves  required,  by  considera- 
tions of  policy,  to  admit  this  description  of  persons 
to  a  qualified  or  absolute  enjoyment  of  the  privi- 
leges of  citizenship.  Without  pretending  to  ex- 
that  such  a  period  would  arrive, 


press  any  opinion 
Mr.  A.  could  not,  in 


the  ^vent  of  its  occurrence. 


consider  the  competency  of  the  State  to  exercise 
the  power  as  a  subject  of  question.  The  demar- 
cation of  color,  importing  a  discrimination  not  sim- 
ply of  complexion,  but  blood,  was  too  indefinite  to 
be  admitted  as  a  limitation  on  State  right.  In  all 
the  slaveliolding  Slates,  in  a  certain  stage  of  inter- 
mixture, the  legal  distinction  ceased.  If  the  State 
right  were  coixtined  in  the  mode  supposed,  there 
was  no  competency  to  assign  the  limit  of  this  dis- 
tinction. 

He  was  not  unaware,  Mr.  A.  said,  that  the  lan- 
guage he  had  been  holding,  of  guarded  respect  for 
Stale  rights,  had  been  for  some  time  going  out  of 
fashion.  It  was  but  too  obvious  to  remark,  that 
the  essential  defences  of  the  States  were  rapidly 
giving  way  before  the  steady  and  powerful  current 
of  Federal  authority.  This  circumstance  only  ren- 
dered more  imperative,  however,  the  duty  of  using 
every  endeavor  to  sustain  even  the  feeblest  of  these 
defences.  The  scope  of  public  duty  under  a  free 
constitution  was  peculiar.  Its  first  object  was  the 
support  of  the  Constitution.  How  was  this  to  be  ef- 
fected? Not  by  carrying  one  principle  victorious 
over  every  other,  but  by  sustaining  the  balance  be- 
tween the  various  and  conflicting  principles  which 
made  up  the  composition  of  a  free  constitution. 
And  how  was  this  secondary  incidental  object  to 
be  effected  ?  By  enlisting  on  the  side  of  the  prin- 
ciple which,  in  the  progress  of  the  conflict,  bad 
been  found  to  decline  and  become  the  weakest.  It 
was  upon  a  consideration  of  this  sort,  that  Mr.  A. 
thought  the  maintenanceof  the  rights  of  the  States, 
even  in  matters  which  bore  the  appearance  of  be- 
in^  immaterial  and  indifferent,  ought  to  form  a 
primary  object  of  solicitude  and  effort. 

The  purpose  of  the  remarks  which  had  been 
submitted,  was  to  show  what  Mr.  A,  conceived  to 
be  the  just  construction  of  the  very  delicate  clause 
of  the  Constitution,  assuming  a  reciprocity  of  the 
privileges  of  citizenship  to  the  citizens  of  the  sev- 
eral States,  which  had  been  so  much  referred  to  in 
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the  discussion.     It  had  been  seen  that  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  right  of  the  States  to  admit  colored 
persons  to  the  privileges  of  citizenship,  involved 
none  of  the  abusive  consequences  which  had  been 
ascribed  to  it.   The  inquiry  material  to  the  present 
controversy  next  arose,  wiiether  any  of  the  States 
had  ever  exercised  the  right ;  whether  there  were 
citizens  of  this  description  to  be  found  in  any  of 
the  States?  Mr.  A.  thought  that,  upon  due  inquiry, 
it  would  be  found  there  was  no  one  of  the  States 
in  which  this  class  of  persons  could  be  fairly  con- 
sidered as  assignable  to  the  rank  of  citizens.     He 
did  not  found   this  conclusion  on  any  definition 
which  had  been,  or,  as  far  as  appeared  to  him  could 
be,  givea  of  the  constituents  or  criteria  of  citizen- 
ship.   He  admitted  that  any  definition  which  could 
be  assumed  upon  this  subject,  must  be  regarded  as 
gratuitous,  and  could,  therefore,  .serve  as  the  foun- 
dation of  no  conclusion.     He  admitted  that  there 
was  no  definition  which  would  apply,  under  every 
circumstance.     He  thought  that  the  only  descrip- 
tion which  could  be  adopted,  must  be  analogous 
to  the  definition  which  civilians  gave  of  municipal 
law — "the  rule  which  each  State  had  prescribed 
to  itself"     But  although  there  was  no  affirmative 
definition  of  citizenship  which  could  be  regarded 
as  of  invariable  application,  there  was  negative 
test  which  appeared  to  Mr.  A.  to  be  concfusive. 
Citizens  might  be  admitted  in  various  degrees  to 
the  exercise  of  political  rights.     They  might  even 
be  admitted  in  various  degrees  to  the  enjoyment  of 
civil  rights.     But  those  could  not  be  considered  as 
belonging  to  the  rank  of  citizens,  who,  not  by  the 
mere  operation  of  usage,  but  the  positive  enact- 
ments of  law,  were  every  where  excluded  from  an 
equality  with  even  the  lowest  rank  of  citizens,  as 
respected  the  ordinary  and  most  essential  relations 
of  domestic  and  social  life.     But  this  was  the  fact 
in  relation  to  colored  persons,  as  Mr.  A.  believed, 
in  every  State  of  the  Union,  without  exception. 
Colored  persons,  as  has  been  stated  by  his  col- 
league, (Mr.  Barbour,)  were  in  no  part  of  the 
Union  permitted,  by  law,  to  contract  with  white 
persons  that  engagement,  the  liberty  to  contract 
which  was  the  inseparable  incident  and  criterion 
of  a  condition  of  social  equality.     He  alluded  to 
the  engagement  of  marriage.     How  could  persons 
be  said  to  belong  to  the  same  class  who  were  every 
where  prohibited  by  law  from  the  contraction  of 
any  relation  of  intimacy,  and  from  association,  on 
the  basis  of  social  equality?     It  was  from  the  in- 
fluence of  this  consideration,  and  not  from  any 
concurrence  in  various  other  views  which  had  been 
stated,  that  Mr.  A.  derived   his  conclusion  that 
colored  persons  could,  in  no  part  of  the  Union,  be 
assigned  to  the  rank  of  citizens. 

But,  suppose  that  these  persons  could  be  assigned 
to  this  rank  in  some  of  the  States  of  the  Union. 
Admit  that  there  were  citizens  of  this  description. 
Ought  the  clause  of  the  constitution  of  Missouri, 
to  which  objection  had  been  taken,  to  be  considered 
as  operating  upon  such  of  these  persons  as  were 
citizens  ?  Mr.  A.  conceived  that  it  ought  not,  upon 
the  established  maximof  interpretation,  which  had 
been  slated  by  his  friend  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Lowndes,)  that  where  instruments  presented 


the  appearance  of  conflict,  a  construction  was,  if 
possible,  to  be  adopted,  which  would  reconcile  their 
operation.     If  there  were  colored  persons  who  be- 
longed to  the  class  of  citizens,  there  was,  notori- 
ously, a  much  larger  class  who  did  not  belong  to  this 
description,  on  whom  the  clause  in  question  might 
be  considered  as  operating  without  the  involve- 
ment of  any  breach  of  the  Federal  Constitution. 
There  was  a  distinct  peculiar  reason  for  the  adop- 
tion of  this  construction.     The  term  "  (tee  negroes 
and  mulaltoes,"  on  which  the  doubt  in  the  present 
case  arose,  had  acquired  in  the  South  and  West 
an  import  perfectly  precise,  and  as  it  might  be 
said  technical, denoting  a  class  who  were  invariably 
excluded  from  the  privileges  of  citizenship.    To 
restrict  these  words  in  the  clause  of  the  Missouri 
constitution  to  this  sense,  was  doing  no  more  than 
was  required  by  another  established  rule  of  the 
construction,  confirming  the  words  to  their  ordi- 
nary and  received  signification.   There  was  neither 
force  nor  liability  to  abuse  in  this  interpretation, 
because  the  import  of  the  language  was  not  en^ 
larged  so  as  to  be  made  to  embrace  something 
which  it  did  not  properly  comprehend,  but  was 
restricted.     It  was  another  established  rule  that 
in  cases  of  doubt,  the  most  mitigated  construction 
was  be  adopted.     "  In  obscuris  quod  minimum  est 
querimur."     But,  in  the  present  case,  it  also  hap- 
pened that  the  most  mitigated  was.  at  the  same 
time,  the  usual  and  most  received  signification  of 
the  words  to  be  construed.     All  that  was  asked, 
was,  that  the  language  should  not  be  distorted  from 
its  customary  and  appropriate  import,  and  a  de- 
scription applicable  to,  and  designed  for  an  inferior 
class  of  persons,   be  stretched  to  comprehend  a 
higher  class,  in  contravention  of  one  of  the  most 
familiar  maxims,  that  "  minor  non  continet  major." 
Cases  analogous  to  the  present  might  be  easily- 
stated  from  the  Constitution.    Mr.  A.  instanced 
the  case  of  imports  which  the  Slate  were  forbid- 
den to  lay  unless  with  the  consent  of  Congress,  or 
for  a  special  purpose.     If  Massachusetts,  who  was 
now  engaged  in  the  formation  of  a  new  constito- 
tution,  were  to  insert  a  provision  granting  a  power 
to  her  Legislature  to  lay  imposts,  would  any  court 
or  reasonable  man  refuse  to  this  clause  a  construc- 
tion restricted  by  the  competency  of  the  State,  and 
consistent  with  the  prohibition  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution ? 

But  let  it  be  admitted,  for  the  pursuit  of  the  ar- 
gument, that  the  controverted  clause  of  the  Mis- 
souri constitution  was  to  be  considered  as  incon- 
sistent with  the  Federal  Constitution,  and   void. 
Did  it  follow  that  the  whole  instrument  and  the 
act  of  admission  of  the  territory  into  the  Union, 
were,  therefore,  vacated  ?     This  being  a  question 
of  the  just  interpretation  of  an  instrument,  must 
be  conceded  to  be  a  juridical  question,  and  its  de- 
termination was,  therefore,  to  be  governed  by  ju- 
ridical rules.     What  was  this  compact  we  had 
made  with  Missouri  ?     It  was  a  grant  of  the  prir- 
ilege  of  admission  into  the  Union,  subject  to  m 
condition  of  the  due  discharge  of  an  authority  to 
form  a  constitution  of  State  government.    Now 
what  were  the  ordinary  judicial  rules  governing 
the  construction  of  the  valid  execution  of  author- 
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ities  ?    If  the  discharge  were  inconsistent  entirely 
and  throughout,  with  the  limitations  on  the  au- 
thority, then  the  grant  of  it  and  all  attending  ad- 
Tantages  were  vacated.     This  was  in  effect  the 
amount  of  what  had  been  contended  for  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Sergeant)  in 
this  branch  of  the  discussion.    But,  if  the  discharge 
were  inconsistent  only  in  part,  it  might  be  in  some 
very  unimportant  part,  with  the  limitations  of  the 
autnority  ;  what  was  the  just  constrtiction  then  ? 
Was  the. whole  discharge  and  grant  of  the  author- 
ity vacated,  or  only  the  offending  part  ?     Unques- 
tionably the  latter  only.     The  discharge,  so  far  as 
it  was  within  the  competency  of  the  authority,  was 
ralid,  and  for  so  much  as  it  transcended  this  limit 
it  was  void.     If  a  rule  differing  from  this  prevailed, 
what  would  be  the  effect  of  it.    Under  color  of 
the  correction  of  injustice,  injustice  would  be  per- 
petuated.    The  attempt  to  exercise  authority  not 
granted  would  be  repressed  by  the  invasion  and 
divestiture  of  that  which  had  been  granted.     The 
reality  of  usurpation  by  one  party,  would  be  made 
the  corrective  of  the  mere  attempt  at  it  by  another. 
What,  too,  would  be  the  inconveniences  of  such  a 
rule  ?     If  the  entire  discharge  of  an  authority  were 
to  be  vacated,  in  the  occurrence  of  any  instance  of 
defect,  who  would  be  found  to  accept  the  exercise 
of  authorities  ?     Who  would  be  found  to  contract 
engagements,  to  undertake  subordmate  functions, 
to  assume  responsibilities  under  those  who  did  ac- 
cept the  exercise  of  authorities  ?    An  authority  to 
frame  a  constitution,  from  its  extreme  delicacy, 
was  liable,  in  a  peculiar  degree,  to  this  remark. 
But  take  the  subject  in  another  view.     The  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Sergeant)  had 
conceded  that  the  insertion  of  the   controverted 
clause  in  the  Missouri  constitution,  was  to  be  re- 
garded as  the  effect  not  of  any  designed  invasion 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  (of  which 
neither  decency  nor  probability  admitted  the  sup- 
position,) but  as  a  mere  result  of  error  or  inadvert- 
ence.    Then  was  the  forfeiture  of  a  grant  so  grave 
and  beneficial  as  the  admission  of  a  State  into  the 
Union,  to  ensue  on  the  commission  of  a  mere  error 
or  inadvertence  ?    Was  such  a  principle  of  for- 
feiture ever  heard  in  any  system  of  jurisprudence? 
There  was  another  test  which  appeared  to  Mr.  A. 
to  be  of  conclusive  application  in  relation  to  this 
branch  of  the  question.     The  States  already  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  were  at  liberty  to  form  new 
constitutions.     Take  an  example  from   Pennsyl- 
vania, a  State  which  Mr.  A.  oelieved  had  more 
than  once  remodelled  its  constitution,  and  in  which 
there  was  said  to  be  a  party  favorable  to  a  still  far- 
ther modification  of  it.     Suppose  Pennsylvania — 
such  an  instance  of  absurd  and  culpable  fanaticism, 
though  it  could  never  occur  in  fact,  might  be  im- 
puted in  the  way  of  argument — suppose  Pennsyl- 
Tania,  in  new  modelling  her  constitution,  were  to 
insert  a  provision,  giving  power  to  her  Legislature 
to  adopt  protective  regulations,  in  relation  to  per- 
sons held  to  service  or  labor  in  other  States  and 
escaping  into  that  State,  in  contravention  of  the 
clause  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
which  reqvice*  mch  persons  instead  of  being  pro- 
tected, to  be  deli-rered  up  on  the  claim  of  those 


entitled  to  their  service  or  labor.  In  such  an  event, 
would  Pennsylvania  stand  discharged  from  her 
relation  to  the  Union ;  or  would  the  whole  of  her 
new  modelled  constitution  be  vacated?  If  the 
first  of  these  consequences  would  follow^  it  was  not 
improbable  that  there  was  no  State  which  had  re- 
organized its  constitution,  but  would  be  found, 
upon  a  careful  inquiry,  to  stand  discharged  from 
its  affinity  to  the  Union.  If  this  consequence  were 
just,  a  State  committing,  in  the  re-modification  of 
Its  constitution,  any  act  of  the  most  inadvertent 
violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
was  liable  to  be  displaced  from  its  affinity  to  the 
Union  by  Congress,  who,  it  ought  to  be  remem- 
bered, was  said  to  be  invested  with  an  authority  to 
exercise  judgment  without  control  upon  this  subject 
of  the  contravention  by  a  State  constitution  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  But,  a  State 
was  not  only  liable  in  this  view  of  the  subject  to 
be  discharged  from  her  relation  to  the  Union  by 
Coogreis,  it  also  followed  that  she  would  have  it 
in  her  power  to  discharge  herself,  by  remodelling 
her  constitution  with  that  design,  in  contravention 
of  the  known  principle  that  the  Union  could  only 
be  dissolved  eo  ligamine  quo  liffotur,  by  the  consent 
of  every  State,  or  in  any  event  of  the  majority  of 
the  States,  to  the  dissolution. 

Let  it  be  conceded,  however,  that  only  the  re- 
modelled constitution,  and  not  the  relation  of  the 
State  to  the  Union,  was  to  be  vacated  by  a  pro- 
vision admitting  of  being  construed  into  a  breach 
of  the  Federal  Constitution.     Was  there  any  per- 
son to  be  found  who  would  contend  for  this  doc- 
trine?    If  there  were,  how  had  it  happened  that, 
by  parity  of  reason,  the  constitutions  of  the  old 
thirteen  States,  all  of  which,  perhaps,  contained 
provisions  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  had  not  been  invalidated  by  the 
adoption  of  this  instrument?     It  would  be  said, 
indeed,  that  there  was  a  distinction,  in  this  respect, 
between  States  already  admitted,  and  those  apply- 
ing for  admission,  into  the  Union.     Mr.  A.  in- 
sisted, on  the  contrary,  that  there  was  no  adequate 
ground  for  a  distinction.     The  condition  was  the 
same  in  relation  to  all  the  parties  to  the  Union,  of 
obligation  to  conformity,  in  their  legal  and  con- 
stitutional regulations,  to  the   provisions  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.     The  power, 
too,  of  supervisal  and  control  on  this  subject,  on 
the  part  of  Congress,  was  the  same,  namely,  that 
which  resulted  from  the  operation  of  the  clau.«« 
enjoining  on  Congress  the  guaranty,  as  respected 
the  States,  of  a  republican  form  of  government 
The   construction,   then,   being   excluded  which 
rendered  a  constitution  liable  to  invalidation  for 
one  inconsistent  and  invalid  clause,  Missouri  was 
not  to  be  rejected  from  the  Union,  although  a 
clause  of  this  description  should  be  found  to  nave 
crept  into  her  constitution. 

But,  whatever  might  be  the  character  of  the 
disputed  clause  of  the  Missouri  constitution,  the 
inquiry  remained  as  to  the  competency  of  Congress 
to  pronounce  any  determination  on  the  subject. 
The  question,  as  relating  to  the  construction  of  an 
instrument,  was  obviously  one  of  judicial  charac- 
ter; and  wnere  did  Congress  find  authority,  either 
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in  the  general  principles  of  free  government,  or 
the  peculiar  structure  of  our  form,  for  the  exercise 
of  a  function  of  this  kind?  The  reasons  which 
opposed  such  an  intermixture  of  functions,  were 
of  peculiar  application  to  the  present  case.  The 
most  obvious  was  the  unfitness,  from  habits  as 
well  as  number,  of  a  legislative  body  for  the  dis- 
charge of  a  judicial  function.  The  Constitution 
had  evidently  contemplated  this  idea  in  the  pro- 
vision respecting  the  guaranty  of  a  republican 
form  of  government;  the  character  of  a  govern- 
ment, as  respected  its  conformity  to,  or  departure 
from,  a  republican  form,  being  a  subject  which 
statesmen  were  as  well  qualified  to  decide  as 
judges.  The  expression,  too,  it  was  to  be  re- 
marked, of  a  jurisdiction,  on  the  part  of  Congress, 
in  this  case,  clearly  excluded  its  jurisdiction  in 
any  other.  A  farther,  and  unanswerable  objec- 
tion to  the  jurisdiction  claimed,  was  to  be  found 
in  the  absence  of  all  responsibility,  and  the  opera- 
tion, indeed,  of  positive  inducement  to  the  abusive 
discharge  oi  it.  The  discharge  was  known  to  be 
liable  to  influence  from  party  and  sectional  feel- 
ings, obedience  to  which  was  assured,  not  merely 
of  exemption  from  blame,  but  of  reward  and  favor 
in  the  source  to  which  responsibility  was  due. 
Suppose,  for  example,  that  the  constitution  of 
Missouri  had  been  found  to  embrace  a  restriction 
on  slavery:  was  the  inference  either  unfair  or 
illiberal,  tnat  the  lustre  of  this  feature  would  have 
given  to  the  instrument  a  countenance  so  prepos- 
sessing as  to  blunt  very  much  the  disposition  and 
power  of  observation  to  the  defects  wnich  a  care- 
ful examination  might  have  detected  in  it?  Could 
a  jurisdiction,  indeed,  which  assumed  an  unde- 
fined discretion  in  one  of  the  parties  to  a  compact, 
to  interpret  its  validity,  be  regarded  in  any  other 
light  than  as  an  affair,  not  of  judgment,  but  power? 
What  would  be  the  effect  of  the  recognition  of 
such  a  jurisdiction  in  Congress,  as  respected  the 
structure  of  the  constitutions  of  States  hereafter  to 
be  admitted  into  the  Union?  Would  not  the 
decision  of  Congress  come  to  be  regarded  as  a 
mere  auction,  and  the  fabrication  of  these  instru- 
ments be  converted  from  a  concern  of  grave  and 
impartial  deliberation,  into  a  bidding  for  the  favor 
of  a  predominating  party  in  this  body?  Waiving 
any  insinuation  of  charge  or  imputation  against 
the  purity  of  the  present  times,  would  it  be  proper, 
by  our  recognition,  to  establish  the  jurisdiction 
contended  for  in  Coneress,  to  remain  a  precedent 
and  principle  of  raiscliief  to  times  whicn  were  to 
come  ? 

But  what  was  the  foundation  of  this  claim  of 
cognizance,  on  the  part  of  Congress,  over  incon- 
sistencies occurring  between  the  provisions  of  a 
State  and  of  the  Federal  Constitution  ?  The 
foundation  of  the  authority  to  judge  of  the  observ- 
ance by  a  Territory  claiming  a  place  in  the  Union, 
of  the  conditions  of  its  admission,  was  the  sup- 
posed authority  of  Congress  to  prescribe  these  con- 
ditions. Conceding,  for  a  moment,  the  authority 
to  prescribe  conditions,  the  authority  to  interpret 
and  decide  on  their  observance  or  violation,  do 
more  followed  from  it  than  a  judiciary  followed  in 
any  other  case  from  a  legislative  power.     In  the 


present  instance  the  principle,  if  it  were  pot^ 
would  not  apply,  because  the  condition  of  admis* 
sion  which  Missouri  was  supposed  to  have  viola- 
ted, was  prescribed,  not  by  Congress,  but  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  What  though 
the  condition  had  been  inserted  in  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  last  year,  that  the  constitution  of  Missouri 
was  to  contain  nothing  repugnant  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  was  the  condition  of  any 
greater  validity  for  this  insertion  than  it  would 
have  been  without  the  insertion  ?  Would  not  Mis- 
souri have  been  as  strongly  and  as  unquestionably 
bound  to  its  observance?  Then  the  whole  foun- 
dation failed,  which  had  been  assigned  for  the 
jurisdiction  claimed  for  Congress,  even  if  the  prin- 
ciple assumed  were  a  sound  one.  But  this  princi- 
ple could  not  be  maintained,  in  point  of  soundness, 
more  than  in  point  of  application.  It  was  not 
true  that  Congress  was  invested  with  author- 
ity to  impose  conditions  on  the  admission  of  a 
State  into  the  Union.  Mr.  A.  had  no  design  of 
going  into  the  general  argument  of  the  last  session 
upon  this  subject ;  but  there  were  one  or  two 
considerations  which  admitted  of  being  very  brief- 
ly assigned,  which  to  his  mind  appeared  conclu- 
sive against  the  existence  of  this  authority  in 
Congress.  There  was  one  general  remark,  too, 
to  be  premised,  applicable  to  all  questions  of  the 
validity  of  exercises  of  power  under  the  Federal 
Constitution.  This  remark  referred  to  the  pecu- 
liar effect  which  doubt  as  to  its  validity  ought  to 
have  in  preventing  the  exercise  of  power  under 
this  constitution.  In  other  constitutions,  in  which 
genenil  powers  were  given,  subject  to  particular 
limitations,  the  doubt  arose  on  the  limitation  of 
the  power,  and  fairly  admitted  of  its  exercise,  un- 
less the  negative  proposition  were  established. 
But,  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
which  was  admitted  on  all  hands  to  be  a  delega- 
tion of  powers,  limited  by  enumeration ;  in  case 
of  doubt,  the  affirmative  grant  of  the  power  was 
required  to  be  established  to  authorize  its  exercise. 
If,  then,  the  power  to  prescribe  conditions  to  the 
admission  of  a  State  into  the  Union  were  to  be 
considered  as  in  any  degree  doubtful,  there  was 
sufficient  ground  for  its  rejection.  It  stood  con- 
demned, however,  by  a  much  stronger  considera- 
tion— its  utter  inconsistence  with  the  discrimina- 
tive principle  and  character  of  a  federative  govern- 
ment The  discriminating  principle  of  such  a 
government  was  the  political  equality  of  the  par- 
ties to  it.  The  amount  of  power  intended  to  be 
granted  being  specific,  and  being  made  up  by  equal 
contribution  of  the  parties,  it  followed  that  an 
exact  equality  must  subsist  between  these  parties, 
as  respected  the  amount  and  character  of  the  pow- 
ers which  were  reserved.  But,  if  conditions  might 
be  imposed  other  than  those  contained  in  the  ori- 
ginal charter  of  compact,  on  new  parties  to  be 
admitted,  what  was  the  security  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  this  equality  ?  How  could  it  continue  for 
a  moment  ?  How  egregious  would  be  the  folly  of 
guarding  against  undue  acquisitions  of  power  at 
the  first  inception  of  the  compact,  and  permitting 
an  unlimited  facility  of  acquisition  |ifterwards! 
The  objection  to  the  political  inequality  of  the 
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parties  was  not  so  strone  in  the  case  of  a  mere 
confederation  of  States,  Tike  some  of  the  leagues 
which  subsisted  in  ancient  times,  as  it  was  in  the 
case  of  a  compact  like  our  own,  because  the  design 
of  such  associations,  and  the  scope  of  the  exercise 
of  the  powers  with  which  they  were  charged,  had 
reference  to  external  purposes  only.  But  these 
ancient  leagues  were  invariably  regarded  by  his- 
torians as  having  received  their  death-blow  from 
the  moment  in  which  parties  were  admitted  une- 
qual, not  in  federative  capacities  or  obligations. 
but  in  power  and  resources.  Even  in  physical 
nature  bodies  were  found  to  be  of  no  consistency 
or  duration  of  which  the  elements  were  incongru- 
ous. It  was  by  the  intermixture  of  dissimilar  ele- 
ments that  a  quantity  of  frangibility  was  commu- 
nicated to  the  hardest  of  them.  Political  bodies 
were  liable  in  a  yet  higher  degree  to  the  same  law 
of  loss  or  diminution,  as  respected  the  coherence 
of  their  parts  by  impairment  of  their  homoge- 
neousness. 

Let  this  view  of  the  subject  be  somewhat  ex- 
tended, and    the  conclusion    would   be   rendered 
yet  more  apparent.     In  our  federative  system,  the 
material  line  of  demarcation  between  the  Federal 
and  State  jurisdiction  had  reference  to  the  dis- 
tinction between  subjects  of  general  and  of  muni- 
cipal concern.     The  first  class  was  considered  as 
forming,    with  some    exceptions,   the   exclusive 
subjects  of  Federal  authority.     But,  if  a  power 
were  recognised  to  impose  conditions  at  discretion 
on  new  States  admitted  into  the  confederacy  what 
was  to  hinder,  in  relation  to  these  States,  the  as- 
sumption of  control  over  any  or  every  subject  of 
proper  municipal  cognizance  ?  If,  for  example,  con- 
trol could  be  assumed  over  the  subject  of  the  con- 
tinuance or  inhibition  of  slavery,  what  hindered 
the  assumption  of  superintendence  over  every  other 
concern  connected  with  the  interest  of  property — 
its  modifications  as  to  kind,  its  tenure,  its  modes 
of  acquirement  and  distribution  ?     The  principle 
of  the  assumption  would  evidently  authorize  its 
extension  without  limit.     The  reason  assigned  for 
control  over  the  subject  of  slavery  was  the  delete- 
rious character  of  its  influence.     Inheritance  by  a 
rule  of  primogeniture,  restraints  on  alienation,  un- 
reasonable prolongations  of  periods  of  apprentice- 
ship, were  liable,  in  an  equal  degree,  to  the  same 
remark. 

If,  then,  sir,  Congress  had  the  power  of  im- 
posing at  discretion  conditions  on  States  coming 
into  the  Union,  it  was  manifest  that  it  had  a  pow- 
er of  assuming  control  and  jurisdiction,  in  relation 
to  these  States,  limited  only  by  discretion.  The 
federal  authority,  designed  for  little  more  than  an 
external  safeguard,  with  respect  to  these  States 
became  liable  to  be  converted  into  the  pest  of  an- 
cient times,  invading  the  chambers  of  their  retire- 
ment, and  polluting  the  tables  of  their  repast.  As 
a  power  involving  such  consequences  could  never 
be  admitted  the  right  claimed  for  Congress  to  sit 
in  judgment  on  the  validity  of  constitutions  of 
States  demanding  admission  mto  the  Union,  which 
was  founded  on  the  supposed  existence  of  this 
power,  fell  with  it.  It  did  not  belong,  therefore, 
to  the  province  of  Congress  to  jM-onounce  the  inva- 


lidity of  the  clause  of  the  Missouri  constitution, 
supposing  it  to  be  unauestionably  invalid. 

What,  then  it  would  be  asked,  was  the  purpose 
of  requiring  the  submission  of  the  constitution  to 
Congress,  which  no  one  denied  to  be  essential  ? 
The  answer  was  obvious.     It  was  to  satisfy  the 
clause  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United   States 
which  rendered  it  incumbent  upon  Congress  to 
guaranty  to  every  State  a  republican  form  of  go- 
vernment.    The  duty  of  supervisal  was  expressly 
devolved  upon  Congress  as  respected  the  political 
character  of  the  constitution  of  a  State  asking 
admis^sion  into  the  Union.     But  this  duty  did  not 
extend  beyond  the  political  character  of  the  con- 
stitution.    On  the  contrary,  its  further  extension 
was  excluded  by  the  operation  of  a  known  rule 
which  had  already  been  adverted  to.     This  dis- 
tinction between  defects  in  a  constitution  of  a  State 
claiming  admission  into  the  Union,  which  rela- 
ted to  the  form  of  its  government,  and  provisions 
which,  although  contravening  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  yet  were  not  of  this  particular 
character,  would  be  found  to  furnish  an  answer  to 
the  various  cases  which  had  been  stated,  in  illus- 
tration of  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress,  in  the  de- 
bale.     The  particular  case  of  the  irregular  nomi- 
nation or  qualification  of  members  of  the  Senate 
by  a  new  State,  found  a  particular  answer  in  the 
clause  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
which  assigned   to  each   House  of  Congress  the 
ric;ht  of  judging  of  the  election  and  qualification 
01  its  own  members. 

The  proceedings  which  had  heretofore  obtained 
in  Congress  on  the  admission  of  new  States  had 
evidently  had  reference  to  the  mere  formality  of 
annunciation  of  the  accession  of  the  State  to  the 
Union.  This  was  shown  by  the  statement  of  pre- 
cedents which  had  been  given  by  the  chairman  of 
the  committee.  That  no  idea  had  ever  been  en- 
tertained of  a  necessity  of  a  recognition  by  Con- 
gress of  the  validity  of  every  part  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  a  State  applying  for  admission,  was  proved 
by  the  fact  that  in  cases  of  the  formation  of  new 
constitutions  by  old  States,  in  relation  to  which 
no  defect  of  republican  character  could  be  antici- 
pated, and  no  occasion  existed  for  the  annuncia- 
tion of  the  accession  of  the  State  to  the  Union,  the 
submission  of  the  constitution  to  Congress  had 
never  been  required ;  a  proceeding  which  would 
be  obviously  indispensable  in  all  cases,  if  Congress 
were  invested  with  the  cognizance  of  the  validity 
of  constitutions,  which  had  been  imputed  to  it. 

It  was  not  contended,  it  must  be  remembered, 
that  there  was  no  liability  to  conditions  on  the 
part  of  a  new  State  about  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Union.  It  was  only  asserted  that  those  conditions 
were  imposed  by  an  authority  paramount  to  Con- 
gress— the  Constitution.  It  was  not  contended 
that  there  existed  no  corrective  jurisdiction  in  the 
event  of  the  violation  of  these  conditions.  It  was 
only  contended  that  this  jurisdiction,  with  a  par- 
ticular exception,  was  referable  to  a  tribunal  net- 
ter  qualified  than  Congress,  both  by  impartiality 
and  competence — the  Judiciary.  If  the  jurisdic- 
tion belonged  to  the  Judiciary,  there  were  obvious 
and  regular  modes  of  proceeding  for  obtaining  the 
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effect  of  its  decisions.    If  it  belonged  to  Congress, 
there  were  none,  and  the  want  of  them  was  evi- 
dence conclusive  against  the  existence  of  the  juris- 
diction in  Congress.     The  want  of  any  regular 
remedy  or  means  of  enforcement,  was  the  best 
evidence,  in  disproof  of  a  claim  of  right  or  juris- 
diction.    If,  in  the  exercise  of  the  jurisdiction  as- 
serted for  us,  the  constitution  offered  by  Missouri, 
or  any  part  of  it,  should  be  condemned,  what  was 
to  be  the  efiect  ?    Missouri  was  to  be  rejected  from 
the  Union — that  is  to  say,  the  mode  of  vindication 
of  our  authority  was  to  consist  in  the  discardal 
of  it.     This  was  the  case  of  the  foolish  constable 
in  Shakspeare,  deputing  authority  to  the  watch. 
They  are  to  bid   any  man  they  meet  to  stand. 
But,  how  if  they  would  not  stand  ?     Then  they 
were  to  let  him  go,  and  to  thank  God  they  were 
rid  of  a  knave.     The  exercise  of  authority  recom- 
mended to  us  was  analoj^ous,  and,  if  attempted, 
would  redound  in  a  similar  occasion  of  consola- 
tion.    It  was  said,  however,  that  Missouri  might 
be  coerced  by  the  re-extension  to  her  of  territorial 
regulations.     This  would  be  a  proceeding  little 
less  anomalous  than  the  other.     Whatever  Mis- 
souri might  be  in  acceptation  and  fiction  of  law, 
it  was  notorious,  in  point  of  fact,  that  she  stood 
discharged  from  the  condition  of  a  Territory.    As 
there  was  no  intermediary  condition  for  which  a 
name  could  be  found,  the  Territory  must  have  be- 
come a  State.     If  with  our  authority,  then,  she 
was  a  member  of  the  Union;  if  without   it,  what 
was  her  condition  ?     Clearly  a  condition  of  sepa- 
ration from  the  Union.     The  fruit,  then,  of  our 
exercise  of  authority  was  the  alienation  and  loss  of 
the  subject  of  our  authority.     This  right  ^f  juris- 
diction claimed  for  Congress  was  like  the  right  of 
insurrection  in  the  people,  a  right  which  operated 
by  the  dissolution  of  alt  relations  between  the  par- 
ties to  it.     Mr.  A.  was  not  stating  these  consider- 
ations in  any  view  of  the  impolicy  of  the  course 
which    was  recommended.     He   stated    them   in 
disproof  of  the  jurisdiction  from  which  such  con- 
sequences flowed.     His  purpose  was  to  confront 
this  claim  of  jurisdiction  with  its  results.     He  ad- 
mitted  that  if  the  jurisdiction  really  belonged  to 
Congress,  there  was  no  competency  to  remit  its 
discharge  to  any  other  tribunal   than  Congress. 
What  he  contended  was,  that  its  attribution  to 
Congress  subverted  every  established  idea  of  the 
character  of  a  legal  or  political  jurisdiction.     It 
was,  indeed,  a  further  argument  against  this  ex- 
traordinary jurisdiction  that  it  was  entirely  super- 
fluous, as  the  objects  it  proposed  were  attainable 
by  the  more  regular  and  milder  method  of  the  ex- 
ercise of  judiciary  authority.     What,  then,  was 
the  design  of  the  mode  of  proceeding  recommended 
to  us,  if  its  professed  objects  were  to  be  otherwise, 
and  with  greater  facility,  obtained  ?     Upon  this 
subject  it  was  proper  to  speak  out.     The  design 
was  to  be  let  in  to  an  unconfined  discretion  over 
the  question  of  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the 
Union,  for  the  purpose  of  reattempting  the  impo- 
sition of  the  slavery  restriction.     Upon  this  sub- 
ject Mr.  A.  had,  at  this  time,  but  one  remark  to 
make.     It  related  to  the  change  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  character  of  this  measure  since  the 


discussions  of  last  year.  The  proposition  then 
was  to  dictate  a  principle  of  civil  institution  to  a 
people  of  whom  we  were  neither  really  nor  virtu- 
ally the  representatives.  The  character  of  the 
proposition  at  this  time  would  be  to  impose  the 
same  principle  against  their  avowed  dissent,  as  a 
yoke  upon  their  necks.  If  men,  descended  from 
the  authors  of  the  Revolution,  could  be  found  to 
propose  a  measure  of  this  character,  there  were 
none  boasting  the  same  descent  who  could  be 
found  to  yield  submission  to  it.  The  reasons  did 
not  require  to  be  adverted  to;  but  every  person 
knew  that  the  measure  could  never  be  enforced. 
The  attempt  to  enforce  it  might  be  effectual  to  the 
production  of  civil  discord.  It  might  be  effectual 
to  the  production  of  the  alienation  and  loss  of  the 
country.  It  might  be  effectual  to  the  purpose  of 
fixing  the  opprobrium  of  abortive  usurpation  on 
this  House.  But  the  direct  object  never  could  be 
attained.  Better  it  wa.s,  therefore,  that  the  rage 
of  our  fanaticism  should  be  restricted  to  its  proper 
domain,  the  discussions  of  this  body,  than  to  be 
let  loose  upon  Missouri,  whence  its  effects  would 
be  certain  to  recoil  on  those  by  whom  it  had  been 
impelled.     "  Se  jactet  in  aula  iEolus,"  dec. 

But  let  the  preservation  of  the  territorial  char- 
acter by  Missouri  be  admitted,  how  perplexing  was 
this  anomalous  complication  of  powers  assumed  by 
Congress  in  relation  to  the  territories?  Antece- 
dently to  the  admission  of  a  territory  into  the  Union, 
an  authority  was  claimed  over  it,  limited  only  by 
discretion,  which  was  but  another  name  for  a  des- 
potical  authority.  At  the  arrival  of  the  period 
when  admission  could  not,  consistently  with  the 
principles  of  our  institutions  or  former  usage,  be 
refuspd,  the  power  was  asserted  of  perpetuating 
our  authority,  in  the  form  of  the  imposition  of  un- 
changeable conditions  of  political  compact.  The 
principle,  too,  of  the  imposition  of  these  conditions, 
required  no  exclusive  or  essential  relation  between 
their  character  and  the  situation  or  character  of 
the  country  and  people  they  were  to  affect;  but 
merely  had  reference  to  the  gratification  of  visions 
which  might  be  entertained  here,  of  an  abstract 
and  speculative  morality.  The  claim  of  Congres- 
sional authority  over  a  territory,  it  would  be  sup- 
posed, must  find  a  limit  at  this  point.  But  it  did 
not.     The  further  power  was  asserted  after  a  com- 

Eact  for  the  admission  of  the  territory  into  the 
Fnion  had  been  entered  into,  of  a  discretion  on  the 
part  of  Congress  to  judge  of  the  validity  of  the  exe- 
cution of  the  compact  by  the  territory,  and.  in  the 
event  of  an  unfavorable  judgment,  to  remand  to 
their  former  condition  of  vassalage  the  freemen  by 
whom  it  was  inhabited.  For  such  a  system  of 
complicated  despotism,  Mr.  A.  said  that  he  could 
find  no  name  or  description,  which  would  ade- 
quately express  its  character,  or  truly  convey  his 
sense  of  detestation. 

One  word  as  to  the  consequences  of  the  proceed- 
ings which  might  now  be  adopted.  One  gentle- 
man had  said,  that  no  consequences  of  unpleasant 
character  could  be  anticipated  ;  and  another,  that 
the  consequences,  whatever  they  might  be,  were 
not  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  Both  gentle- 
men were  mistaken.     Whatever  might  be  the  real 
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Tiews  which  would  dictate  the  r«jeclion  of  the  re- 
solution uader  disowssion,  this  rejection,  in  the  pre- 
sent stale  of  the  public  mind,  would  be  liable  to  be 
ascribed  to  the  policy  of  re-attempting  the  imposi- 
tion of  the  slavery  restriction  of  last  year.  In  the 
best  event,  then,  the  wound  inflicted  on  the  har- 
mony of  the  country  would  be  incurable.  But,  if 
the  policy  imputed  was  really  to  be  acted  on,  every 
man  must  perceive  that  the  Union  was  gone. 
Gentlemen  might  conceive  that  they  were  sowing 
the  seeds  of  sectional  influence  and  importance, 
but  they  would,  in  fact,  be  sowing  a  crop  like  the 
dragon's  teeth,  which  would  spring  up  in  civil  dis- 
cord, and  armed  men,  destined  to  perish  in  unnat- 
ural warfare,  by  a  mutual  destruction.  It  had 
been  remarked  the  last  year,  that  a  gulf,  similar 
to  that  which  we  read  of  in  the  early  history  of 
Rome,  had  been  opened  among  us  by  the  discus- 
sions on  this  subject.  There  was  one  circumstance, 
however,  of  favorable  distinction.  The  chasm 
which  was  said  to  have  occurred  in  Rome  was 
only  to  be  closed  by  the  sacrifice  of  her  most  pre- 
cious possession.  But  the  chasm  which  had  oc- 
curred in  our  liarmony,  required  to  heal  it,  only  the 
most  worthless  of  all  sacrifices,  that  of  our  passions, 
or  of  what,  in  their  application  to  human  affairs, 
were  the  next  most  pestilent  things  to  vile  passions 
— our  abstract  and  speculative  notions.  In  what 
he  had  been  saying,  Mr.  Archer  disclaimed  any 
intention  of  employing  the  language  of  menace, 
which  would  be  suitable  neither  to  his  character, 
nor  to  that  of  the  place  in  which  he  stood.  His 
purpose  was  to  express  his  sincere  views  of  the 
possible  consequences  of  the  measures  which  Con- 
gress might  adopt  in  relation  to  this  important  sub- 
ject. The  train  had  already  been  prepared  by  an- 
tecedent events  and  discussions.  It  now  only  re- 
quired to  be  fired  to  produce  effects  which  it  would 
be  equally  impossible  to  avoid  lamenting,  or  to  re- 
pair. Mr.  A.  would  add  only  a  single  remark. 
It  was  that,  in  the  event  of  the  real  occurrence  of 
the  effects  to  which  he  had  been  alluding,  their 
authors  would  stand  chargeable  with  the  greatest 
crime  which  had  ever  been  committed  against  the 
interests  of  human  nature,  inasmuch  as  they  would 
have  led  to  the  destruction  of  the  most  persuasive 
naodel  of  free  institutions,  and  the  overthrow  of 
the  most  imposing  promise  of  splendid  destinies, 
which  the  world,  in  any  age  of  it,  had  ever  seen. 

When  Mr.  Archer  had  concluded— 

Mr.  Hill,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  an  amend- 
ment, qualifying  the  assent  of  the  admission  of  the 
new  State  into  the  Union  by  an  exception  of  a 
particular  clause  of  the  constitution.  This  mo- 
tion, however,  was  withdrawn  by  Mr.  Hill  for 
the  present,  on  the  representation  of  Mr.  Lownoes, 
that  It  would  embarrass  the  main  debate,  by 
bringing  on  an  incidental  one,  and  would  deprive 
him  of  the  opportunity  of  replying  to  some  objec- 
tions he  had  not  anticipated,  and  to  others  arisin^T 
from  a  misapprehension  or  evasion  of  his  first  ar- 
guments in  support  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Balowln  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  pre- 
amble to  the  resolve. 

Mr.  Lowndes  assigned  briefly  the  reasons  why, 
on  more  mature  reflection,  he  should  assent  to 


I  this  course,  though  he  had  at  first  preferred  the 

I  other. 

;      The  question  being  taken  on  striking  out  the 

1  preamble,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative 87  to  65. 

I      Mr.  Hemphill  observed  that  the  subject  before 
!  the  House,  in  its  various  relation.s,  had  occupied 
I  so  much  of  the  time  of  Congress,  that  it  was  be- 
j  coming  in  him  to  make  an  apology  for  rising,  and 
I  to  promise,  at  the  least,  to  be  as  brief  as  possible. 
;  He  said  he  would  make  no  exordium,  but  engage 
:  at  once  on  the  merits  of  the  question. 
I      The  constitution  of  Missouri,  as  transmitted  to 
[  Congress,  enjoins,  in  the  most  positive  manner, 
;  and  makes  it  the  unqualified  duty  of  the  Legisla- 
ture to  pass,  as  soon  as  may  be,  such  laws  as  may 
be  necessary  to  prevent  free  negroes  and  mulattoes 
from  coming  to,  and  settling  in,  the  State,  under 
j  any   pretext   whatsoever.     If  these   free   colored 
people  are  embraced  in  the  second  section  of  the 
4th  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
it  is  most  clear  and  manifest  that  the  constitution 
of  Missouri  is  a  direct  infringement  of  the  Con- 
stitution  of  the  United    States,   and   repugnant 
to  it. 

The  section  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  to  which  I  have  alluded,  declares  that  the 
citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  priv- 
ileges and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several 
States.  The  main  question,  according  to  my  con- 
ception of  it,  involves  but  this  single  inquiry — Are 
free  negroes  and  mulattoes,  or  any  of  them,  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States?  The  report  of  the 
honorable  committee,  as  I  thought,  admitted  the 
fact  of  citizenship;  and  this  circumstance  led  me 
from  making  any  examination  on  that  point,  until 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  I3arbour,) 
yesterday  assumed  the  broad  ground  of  denying 
the  rights  of  citizenship  to  any  free  black  or  mu- 
latto man.  He  has  endeavored  to  give  us  a  defi- 
nition of  a  citizen  of  this  country;  and  although 
I  acknowledge  that  the  gentleman's  reflections  on 
the  subject  were  ingenious,  I  cannot  give  my  as- 
sent to  their  accuracy.  He  supposes  that  a  citi- 
zen means  a  person  who  is  entitled  to  all  the  civil 
rights  of  others  in  like  circumstances,  unless  de- 
prived of  some  of  them  for  personal  reasons.  He 
then  proceeded  to  show  that  discriminations  ex- 
isted, in  a  variety  of  instances,  and  in  different 
States,  between  the  white  and  black  people;  but 
this  definition  cannot  be  a  good  one,  unless  he  is 
capable  of  proving  that,  among  citizens,  a  major- 
ity have  no  ri^ht  to  make  any  such  discrimina- 
tioiis.  What  IS  there  to  control  the  will  of  the 
majority  when  it  does  not  come  in  collision  with 
any  higher  power  ? 

Discriminations  are  familiar  to  us,  in  the  several 
States,  both  as  to  political  and  civil  rights;  but  it 
never  was  believed  that  they  effected  a  total  ex- 
tinguishment of  citizenship.  Some  citizens  are 
entitled  to  vote,  and  others  are  not.  Some  are 
exempted  from  serving  in  the  militia,  or  on  juries, 
for  various  reasons;  and  this  throws  an  unequal 
burden  on  the  rest  of  the  community.  Paupers 
are  not  allowed  even  to  choose  the  place  of  their 
residence.  In  some  cases  whole  professions  are 
distinguished  from  others;  as,  for  instance,  when 
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ministers  of  the  gospel  are  made  ineligible  to 
office.  Provisions  of  this  character  are  contained 
in  several  of  the  State  constitutions ;  I  will,  how- 
ever, only  read  a  clause  or  two  on  this  subject, 
from  the  constitution  of  Tennessee: 

"1.  Whereas  miniBtere  of  the  gospel  are,  by  their 
profession,  dedicated  to  God  and  the  care  of  soals,  and 
ought  not  to  be  diverted  from  the  great  duties  of  their 
functions,  therefore,  no  minister  of  the  gosp;l,  or 
priest,  of  any  denomination  whatever,  shall  be  eligible 
to  a  s«at  in  either  House  of  the  Legislature. 

"2.  No  person  who  denies  the  being  of  a  God,  or  a 
future  state  of  rewards  and  punishments,  shall  hold 
any  office  in  the  civil  department  of  this  State." 

The  latter  description  of  persons  are  citizens, 
although  their  infidelity  afllicts  them  with  a  much 
deeper  misfortune  than  to  be  distinguished  from 
the  white  people,  merely  by  the  circumstance  of 
color.  Females  are  also  citizens,  but  they  by  no 
means  fall  within  the  given  definition,  particularly 
in  the  sense  in  which  it  is  intended  to  operate  on 
political  rights. 

The  gentleman  has  put  many  cases  in  illustra- 
tion of  his  definition.  It  is  unnecessary  to  refer  to 
each  case — I  will  select  two  only,  on  which  I  am 
desirous  of  making  a  few  observations. 

The  first  is  on  an  argument  deduced  from  a  law 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  which,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  gentleman,  seemed  to  be  entitled  to 
peculiar  force,  as  being  the  offspring  of  a  State  so 
celebrated  in  espousing  the  cause  of  this  race  of 
people.  It  is  a  law  by  which  marriages  are  for- 
nidden  between  the  while  and  the  black  people; 
but  if  this  circumstance  proves  any  thing,  it  proves 
too  much,  because  it  equally  abridges  the  rights  of 
both,  and  the  argument  destroys  itself;  for  if,  on 
that  account,  a  black  person  is  not  a  citizen,  how 
can  the  white  person  be  a  citizen?  And  besides, 
it  will  be  found,  by  an  inspection  of  the  law,  that 
the  penalties  or  fines  are  imposed  only  on  the 
white  people. 

The  other  case  stated  is,  that  the  black  people 
are  exempt  from  serving  in  the  militia.  But  I  do 
not  consider  this  as  a  deprivation  of  a  right:  it  is 
a  privilege,  and  is  so  esteemed,  when  the  indulg- 
ence is  granted  to  persons  advanced  in  age.  The 
colored  people  might  be  compelled  to  form  in 
companies  by  themselves,  so  as  not  to  be  the  asso- 
ciates of  the  white  soldiers,  as  was  the  case  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  I  have  taken  this  brief  notice 
of  the  definition  by  endeavoring  to  show  its  inac- 
curacy when  applied  to  the  complex  system  of  our 
Federal  Grovernment 

We  shall  arrive  with  more  safety  at  the  knowl- 
edge whether  any  free  black  people  are  citizens  or 
not,  by  considering  their  acknowledged  situation 
in  a  general  point  of  view.  And,  at  this  stage  of 
my  remarks,  I  beg  the  House  to  recollect  that, 

Previous  to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
Inited  States,  each  State  had  the  unquestionable 
right  of  saying  who  should  compose  its  own  citi- 
zens; and  if,  at  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  free  negroes  and  mulattoes 
were  citizens  of  any  one  State  in  the  Union,  the 
Federal  Constitution  gave  to  such  citizens  all  the 


privileges  and  immunities  of  the  citixens  in  the 
several  States. 

I  have  examined  the  constitutions  of  the  several 
States,  and  there  are  but  seven  or  eight  that,  in 
terms,  exclude  the  colored  people  from  voting.  In 
these  constitutions  the  right  of  suffrage  is  confined 
to  white  persons;  but  this  affords  a  very  forcible 
argument  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  members 
of  their  convention,  that  black  people  should  have 
been  included  under  the  general  term  of  citizens. 

In  the  Kentucky  constitution,  the  understanding 
of  the  convention  appears  plain.  The  words  are. 
"Every  free  male  citizen,  (negroes,  mulattoes,  and 
Indians,  excepted.") 

Under  the  old  constitution,  in  Maryland,  this 
description  of  people  voted ;  but  the  general  terms 
were  changed,  by  the  present  constitution  of  that 
State,  to  every  free  white  male  citizen. 

In  North  Carolina,  I  understand  that  they  still 
vote  at  elections.  In  Pennsylvania,  there  hare 
been  instances  of  their  voting,  but  they  are  seldom. 
In  several  of  the  New  England  States  they  exer- 
cise this  right,  and  did  so  in  choosing  the  delegates 
who  formed  the  Federal  Constitution.  In  Massa- 
chusetts, and  in  the  State  of  New  York  in  par- 
ticular, they  enjoy  the  acknowledged  and  uninter- 
rupted right  of  .suffrage ;  and  the  constitutions  of 
these  States  are  both  antecedent  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.  The  question  might 
be  very  safely  rested  on  the  correctness  of  the  opin- 
ions entertained  in  these  two  respcctaWe  States 
on  the  subject.  The  situation  of  the  black  people 
in  these  States  was  known  anterior  to  the  Revo- 
lution, and  at  the  time  of  the  acknowledgment  of 
our  independence;  they  were  of  course  the  best 
capable  of  judging,  and  were  the  only  persons  who 
had  the  right  to  judge  whether  these  free  people 
were  embraced  in  the  general  terms  of  their  con- 
stitutions. 

When  our  different  constitutions  were  formed, 
this  class  of  people  lived  among  us,  not  in  the  char- 
acter of  foreigners  ;  they  were  connected  with  no 
other  nation — this  was  their  native  country,  and 
as  dear  to  them  as  to  us.  Thousands  of  them  were 
free  born,  and  they  composed  a  part  of  the  people 
in  the  several  States.  They  were  identified  with 
the  nation,  and  its  wealth  consisted,  in  part,  of 
their  labor.  They  had  fought  for  their  country, 
and  were  righteously  included  in  the  principles  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence.  This  was  their 
condition  when  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Slates  was  framed,  and  that  high  instrument  does 
not  cast  the  least  shade  of  doubt  upon  any  of  their 
rights  or  privileges ;  but  on  the  contrary,  I  may 
challenge  gentlemen  to  examine  it,  with  all  the 
ability  they  are  capable  of,  and  see  if  it  contaiiis  a 
single  expression  that  deprives  them  of  any  privi- 
leges that  is  bestowed  on  others. 

They  have  a  right  to  pursue  their  own  happi- 
ness, in  as  high  a  degree  as  any  other  class  of 
people.  Their  situation  is  similar  to  others,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  acquirement  of  property,  and  the  va- 
rious pursuits  of  industry.  They  are  entitled  to 
the  same  rights  of  religion  and  protection,  and  are 
subjected  to  the  same  punishments.  Thef  are 
enumerated  in  the  census.    They  can  be  taxed, 
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and  made  liable  to  militia  duty ;  they  are  denied 
none  of  the  privileges  contained  in  the  bill  of 
rights;  and,  although  many  of  these  advantages 
are  allowed  to  a  stranger,  during  his  temporary 
residence,  yet,  in  no  one  instance  is  a  free  native 
black  man  treated  as  a  foreigner. 

When  they  enjoy  all  these  rights,  civil  and  reli- 
gious, equally  with  the  white  people ;  and  when 
they  all  flow  from  the  same  constitutions  and  laws, 
■without  any  especial  designation  or  reference  to 
them,  I  have  a  curiosity  to  learn  upon  what  prin- 
ciple any  right  can  be  singled  out,  as  one  of  which 
they  are  to  be  deprived. 

I  appeal  to  the  public  transactions  in  this  coun- 
try, to  the  different  constitutions,  and  to  the  laws, 
for  the  correctness  of  this  position ;  that,  whenever 
exceptions  are  intended  to  be  made  in  regard  to  this 
class  of  people,  that  it  requires  express  provisions 
for  the  purpose.  It  is  said  that  they  are  not  wit- 
nesses in  some  States;  but  it  requires  a  particu- 
lar law  to  render  them  incompetent  to  give  tes- 
timony. 

As  citizenship  has  not  been  defined  in  any  of  the 
conventions,  or  by  any  of  the  wise  assemblages  of 
men  in  this  country,  it  would  be  rash  in  me  to  at- 
tempt to  give  any  thing  like  a  confident  definition ; 
but,  if  being  a  native,  and  free  born,  and  of  parents 
belonging  to  no  other  nation  or  tribe,  does  not  con- 
stitute a  citizen  in  this  country,  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
know  in  what  manner  citizenship  is  acquired  by 
birth.  This  would  be  broader  than  necessary  for 
the  present  occasion,  as  it  would  exclude  the  chil- 
dren of  manumitted  slaves.  In  England,  from 
whence  we  adopt  many  of  our  customs,  the  sons 
of  aliens  are  deemed  natives  ;  though  the  case  is 
said  to  be  different  in  many  other  countries. 

When  a  foreigner  is  naturalized,  he  is  only  put 
m  the  place  of  a  native  freeman.  This  is  the  gen- 
eral idea  of  naturalization. 

The  word  citizen,  in  its  original  sense,  I  believe, 
only  meant  a  free  person  of  a  city ;  it  had  no  ap- 
plication here  until  after  our  independence ;  and 
then  it  had  to  be  accommodated  to  the  customary 
and  peculiar  character  of  our  complex  system.  In 
our  political  acceptation  of  the  word,  it  differs  in 
theory  and  origin  from  allegiance ;  that  was  a 
feudal  connexion,  acknowledging  the  distinction 
of  superior  and  inferior ;  it  was  a  species  of  slavish 
tenure.  But  citizenship  is  rather  in  the  nature  of 
aconapact,  expressly  or  tacitly  made;  it  is  a  po- 
litical tie,  and  the  mutual  obligations  are  contribu- 
tion and  protection. 

If  our  free  black  population  should  be  impressed 
in  a  foreign  port,  how  could  we  redress  the  wrong 
If  we  have  no  political  connexion  with  them,  if  they 
do  not  belong  to  our  political  family  ?  Previous  to 
the  Revolution  they  were  British  subjects,  and 
they  were  dissolved  from  any  further  connexion 
with  that  nation  at  the  same  lime  with  the  white 
people ;  and  it  would  be  exceedingly  siran^re,  if 
from  that  moment,  they  ceased  to  be  connected 
with  any  political  .society.      Cases  are  familiar 


where  they  assume  not  only  the  appearance,  but 
the  reality  of  citizenship.  If  they  should  engage 
in  commerce,  none  of  the  regulations,  as  to  for- 
eigners, would  be  applicable  to  them.     Can  there 


exist  any  doubt  as  to  their  capacity  of  sustaining 
actions  in  the  Federal  courts  in  tne  qharacter  of 
citizens?    But  all  our  researches  on  this  subject 
aim  principally  at  one  object;  it  is  to  ascertain 
what  was  the  opinion  of  the  patriots  of  this  coun- 
try, at  an  early  day,  respecting  this  question.  This 
is  a  fountain,  when  reached,  that  cannot  deceive 
us;  and,  in  looking  into  the  ancient  records  of  this 
Government,  we  End  that  this  very  question  at- 
tracted attention,  and  received  a  solemn  decision. 
The  fourth  article  of  the  Confederation  reads  as 
follows:    "The  better  to  secure  and   peri)eiuate 
'  mutual  friendship  and   intercourse  among  the 
'  people  of  the  different  States  in  the  Union,  the 
'  free  inhabitants  of  each  of  these  States — paupers, 
'  vagabonds,  and  fugitives  from  justice  excepted—! 
'  shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immunities 
'  of  free  citizens  in  the  several  States.'     This  lan- 
guage  includes  every   free   inhabitant,    whether 
black  or  white,  and  clothes  him  with  all  the  privi- 
leges of  a  citizen ;  and  that  this  was  the  actual 
intention  appears  from  the  minutes  taken  when 
the  Confederation  was  agreed  to,  (first  volume  of 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  page  26.)     When 
the  fourth  article  was  under  consideration,  the 
delegates   from    South    Carolina    being    called, 
moved   the  following  amendments  in   behalf  of 
their  State:  1.  In  article  fourth,  between  the  words 
free  inhabitants,  insert  tchUe — passed  in  the  nega- 
tive, ayes  2,  noes  8,  and  one  State  divided.     It  was 
then  moved,  after  the  words  "the  several  States," 
to  insert,  "according  to  the  law  of  such  States  re- 
spectively," for  the  government  of  their  own  /r« 
trAt^  inhabitants,  passed  in  the  negative — ayes  2, 
noes  8,  and  one  State  divided— and  in  the  Jour- 
nals of  Congress,  in  1783,  we  are  furnished  with 
the  opinion  of  Congress,  on  this  subject,  in  terms 
equally  clear  and  explicit,  when  it  was  resolved, 
with  the  exception  of  two  States,  one  of  which 
was  divided,  that  ail  charges  "of  war  and  all  the 
'  expenses  that  have  been  or  shall  be  incurred  for 
'  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare,  Ac, 
'  shall  be  defrayed  out  of  the  common  treasury, 
'  which  shall  bo  supplied  by  the  .several  States,  in 
•  proportion   to  the  whole  number  of  white  and 
'  other  free  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  every  age, 
'  sex,  and  condition,"  &c. 

Here  it  is  acknowledged  expressly  that  there 
were  other  free  citizens  besides  white  citizens.  If 
this  will  not  convince  gentlemen  that  free  negroes 
and  mulattoes  were,  from  early  times,  considered 
as  citizens,  and  composed  a  part  of  the  people  who 
chose  the  delegates  to  frame  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution, it  will  be  in  vain  for  me  to  urge  the  matter 
any  further. 

I  will  add  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject  of  man- 
umitted slaves.  Among  the  Romans,  as  it  ap- 
pears from  Cooper's  Justinian,  there  were  three 
grades ;  the  first  class  of  their  freedmen  were  enti- 
tled to  the  privileges  of  Roman  citizens ;  the  other 
two  classes  were  only  allowed  the  enjoyment  of 
inferior  rights.  What  would  be  the  condition  of 
a  manumitted  slave,  in  this  country,  where  the 
equal  rights  of  man  are  more  highly  appreciated 
than  in  any  other  nation,  I  will  not  undertake  to 
5ay.  ,  ,  ,        .  - 
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In  England,  also,  slight  circumstances  were 
caught  at  to  effect  the  entranchisement  of  persons 
held  in  villanage — such  as  the  master  bringing  an 
action  against  his  villain,  which  was  construed  to 
be  the  putting  of  him  on  an  equal  footing  with 
himself.  The  idea  that  a  free  colored  man,  if  a 
citizen,  would  be  eligible  to  any  office,  however 
elevated,  seems  irreconcilable  to  the  impressions 
of  ."jome  gentlemen.  But  it  will  be  recollected 
that  this  IS  an  event  that  has  never  occurred  in 
States  where  they  are  acknowledged  to  be  citi- 
zens. The  manners  and  practical  distinctions  in 
private  life,  which  are  observed  between  the  white 
and  the  black  people,  will  form  a  barrier,  in  this 
respect,  as  insurmountable  as  if  ingrafted  in  the 
Constitution  itself;  and  no  danger  need  be  feared 
that  there  will  be  any  other  commixture  of  com- 
munity than  we  see  at  present.  There  are  thou- 
sands of  white  people  who  have  no  better  chance 
of  being  placed  in  office.  I  would  not  wish  to 
see  a  practice  prevail  of  putting  them  in  situations 
that  would  create  any  disagreeable  or  unpleasant 
sensations ;  but  this  is  no  reason  why  they  should 
not  be  allowed  the  practical  enjoyment  of  such 
rights  of  citizenship  as  our  customs  and  habits 
may  approve  of  as  suitable  to  their  condition. 

It  is,  however,  wholly  unnecessary,  on  this  oc- 
casion, to  trouble  ourselves  in  drawing  nice  lines 
of  distinction  as  to  the  propriety  or  power  of 
abridging  the  common  rights  in  regard  to  this  class 
of  people;  for  no  one  can  gravely  accede  to  the 

f>roposition,  that  a  citizen  can  be  denied  the  privi- 
ege  of  residing  on  the  soil  of  his  citizenship,  when 
he  has  committed  no  offence  ;  that  he  can  be  held 
in  a  state  of  exile  without  being  branded  with  any 
mark  of  disgrace. 

But,  sir,  as  an  exception  to  the  general  rule,  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Archer,)  who  has 
just  preceded  me,  says  that  they  would  be  a  nui- 
sance in  that  State,  and  that  this  gives  the  rio;ht 
of  excluding  them,  as  an  object  of  defence.  This 
doctrine  appears  to  me  to  be  vague  and  fancied. 
What  is  our  general  idea  of  a  nuisance  ?  Is  it  not 
a  fact  to  be  ascertained  by  legal  investigation  ? 
One  man  may  be  guilty  of  a  nuisance,  while  ano- 
ther of  the  same  color  may  be  innocent;  and  shall 
a  whole  description  of  people  be  condemned  and 
deprived  of  valuable  rights  without  a  hearing  ? 

Thesamegentleman,  to  show  the  power  of  a  State, 
has  instanced  the  case  of  paupers,  and  alleges  that 
they  can  be  prevented  from  coming  into  a  State  to 
reside.  Paupers  are  clearly  distinguishable  from 
other  citizens,  and  perhaps  may  form  an  exception ; 
thejr  were  expressly  exceptW  in  the  old  Articles 
of  Confederation ;  their  usefulness  to  their  country 
is  spent,  and  they  fall  helpless  on  the  benevolence 
of  the  society  to  which  they  belong ;  they  have  no 
property  to  go  to,  neither  nave  they  any  election 
as  to  the  place  of  their  residence;  they  are  as  a 
debt  on  tneir  own  State,  and  no  other  State  is 
bound  to  discharge  it ;  and  I  should  suppose  that 
every  community  would  contain  a  power  to  pro- 
tect Itself  against  such  palpable  impositions,  when- 
ever designed  to  be  practised  upon  it,  as  much  so 
as  it  would  have  a  right  to  prevent  persons  coming 
from  places  infected  with  coalignant  diseases. 


I  beg  leave  to  represent  this  question  in  another 
point  of  view,  for  tne  reflection  of  gentlemen  who 
do  not  believe  that  any  negroes  or  mulattoes  are 
citizens. 

If  Congress  has  a  power,  under  the  Constitution^ 
to  make  such  a  description  of  people  citizens,  the 
clause  in  the  constitution  of  Missouri  is  repugnant 
to  the  exercise  of  such  a  power,  and  would  come 
in  immediate  collision  with  it.  State  constitu- 
tions must  not  stand  in  the  way  of  any  powers 
lawfully  exercised,  or  which  may  be  lawfully  ex- 
ercised, by  Congress.  Congress  having  the  power 
of  establishing  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization, 
could  make  citizens  of  this  class  of  people,  either 
out  of  the  bosom  of  our  own  country  or  from  for- 
eign counties.  The  inhabitants  of  Louisiana  were 
made  citizens  upon  a  liberal  construction  of  this 
power,  without  any  uniform  rule.  If  Congress 
possesses  this  power,  it  is  not  material  whether  it 
is  exercised  or  not.  There  is  no  bankrupt  law  at 
present ;  but  if  there  had  been  a  clause  in  the  con- 
stitution of  Missouri  that  no  man  should  be  divest- 
ed of  his  estate  by  virtue  of  any  bankrupt  law, 
under  any  pretext  whatsoever,  sucn  a  clause  would 
certainly  be  unconstitutional. 

The  words  in  the  constitution  of  Missouri  ex- 
tend to  negroes  and  mulattoes,  in  the  most  ex- 
tensive manner.  The  design  evidently  was  to 
prevent  them  from  settling  in  that  State,  at  any 
time  or  on  any  condition,  without  regard  to  the 
circumstance  whether  they  were  citizens  or  not. 

It  is  observed  by  the  committee,  that  a  careful 
examination  of  the  clause  might  perhaps  counte- 
nance the  opinion  that  it  applied  to  the  large  class 
of  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  who  are  not  con- 
sidered as  citizens  of  the  United  States;  but  the 
words  are  too  general  and  positive  for  such  a  con- 
struction. They  allow  of  no  pretext  whatsoever. 
Suppose  the  constitution  of^  Missouri  had  de- 
clared that  the  militia  of  that  State  should  be 
commanded  by  its  own  officers,  notwithstanding 
any  pretext  whatsoever,  would  that  be  construed 
to  mean  when  the  militia  was  not  called  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States  ?  Again :  if  a  clause 
had  said  that  the  State  of  Missouri  might,  against 
every  pretext,  lay  imposts  or  duties  on  imports  or 
exports  from  that  State,  would  Congress  give  it 
their  sanction,  and  construe  it  only  to  mean  as  far 
as  might  be  absolutely  necessary  for  the  executing 
of  its  revenue  laws?  I  am  persuaded  that  the 
least  reflection  will  induce  gentlemen  to  believe 
that  the  clause  will  not  bear  the  construction  which 
the  committee  seem  willing  to  give  it. 

The  committee  go  on  to  say,  that,  of  all  the 
'  articles  in  our  Constitution,  there  is,  probably, 
not  one  more  difficult  to  construe  well  tnan  that 
which  gives  to  the  citizens  of  each  State  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  sev- 
eral States;  thare  is  not  one  an  attention  to 
whose  spirit  is  more  necessary  to  the  convenient 
and  beneficial  connexions  of  the  States;  nor  one 
of  which  too  large  a  construction  would  more 
completely  break  down  their  defensive  power, 
and  lead  more  directly  to  their  consolidation." 
The   doubtful    apprehensions   and    difficulties 
raised  concerning  the  construction  of  this  clause, 
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appear  to  me  to  be  entirely  imaginary ;  for  I  can 
perceive  no  part  of  the  Constilution  susceptible  of 
a  clearer  understanding. 

Suppose,  for  instance,  that  a  foreigner  should  be 
naturalized  in  this  District,  or  in  a  Territory  ;  he 
would  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  but  not 
the  peculiar  citizen  of  any  one  State;  still,  if  he 
should  go  into  any  State  to  reside,  he  would  re- 
quire no  new  adoption;  he  would  be  subjected 
only  to  the  State  qualifications,  as  to  residence  and 
the  like,  which  would  be  equally  exacted  from  its 
own  citizens;  he  would,  in  fact,  mingle  with  the 
citizens,  and  be  one  of  them,  and  partake  of  all 
theirprivileges ;  and,  so,  if  a  citizen  of  one  Stale 
should  change  his  residenceintoanother,  he  would 
be  m  a  similar  predicament.  A  citizen  of  one 
State,  moreover,  without  removing  into  another, 
would  have  a  right  to  take  land  by  purchase  or 
inheritance,  and  to  part  with  it,  at  his  own  plea- 
sure, according  to  the  State  laws ;  he  would  be 
entitled  to  all  privileges  that  did  not  require  actual 
residence,  and  could  not,  in  aoy  instance,  be  con- 
sidered as  a  mere  foreigner. 

The  report  seems  to  countenance  the  idea,  and 
the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  LowKDEs)  enforces  it,  thai  a  State  may 
have  existence  antecedent  to  its  being  a  member 
of  the  Union;  and  that,  being  a  State,  there  is  the 
same  fight  to  form  a  constitution  as  in  the  case  of 
an  old  State;  and  if  there  should  be  any  thing  in- 
compatible with  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  a  subject  of  judicial  cognizance.  This 
is  correct,  as  it  relates  to  an  old  btate,  for  there 
Congress  has  no  control  over  it.  They  arc  not 
one  of  the  acting  parlies.  The  constitution  is  not 
to  be  submitted  to  Congress.  The  old  State  had 
made  its  compact  with  the  Union,  and  if  it  does 
any  thing  inconsistent  with  that  compact,  ii  is  ne- 
cessarily to  be  corrected  by  the  Judiciary. 

1  beg  of  the  House  to  pay  particular  attention  to 
this  part  of  the  subject.  I  understood  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Lowndes)  to  be 
of  opinion  that  a  State  is  created  as  soon  as  Con- 
gress grant  authority  to  the  inhabitants  of  a  Terri- 
tory to  form  a  State  government,  and  the  inhabi- 
tants accept  of  the  authority  given,  and  agree 
among  themselves  to  form  a  State  government. 
This  IS  supposing  that  Congress  has  parted  with 
all  its  power,  as  to  the  creation  of  the  State,  and 
has  only  retained  the  power  to  say  whether  the 
State,  so  created,  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union 
or  not ;  and,  if  not,  that  it  still  remains  a  State 
out  of  the  Union.  If  the  period  selected  is  an  un- 
fortunate one,  I  am  willing  it  shall  be  changed  to 
the  best  possible  period;  for  I  maintain  the  prin- 
ciple that  Congress  has  no  authority  to  give  exist- 
ence to  a  State  which  shall  not,  co-Lnstantc,  be  a 
member  of  the  Union  ;  a  single  moment  cannot  in- 
tervene between  its  complete  existence  as  a  State, 
and  its  being  a  member  of  the  Union. 

New  States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress 
into  the  Union.  This  is  all  the  power  that  the 
people  have  clothed  Congress  with.  Congress  has 
no  right  to  create  an  independent  and  alien  nation, 
to  be  composed  out  of  the  territory  and  inhabi- 
taats  belonging  to  the  United  States.    The  crea- 


tion of  a  State  and  its  membership  in  the  Union 
is  to  be  considered  as  one  indivisible  transaction ; 
as  one  connected  object.  If  a  State  has  complete 
existence,  and  standing  alone,  it  must  possess  sov- 
ereign power.  Its  volition  would  be  unbounded, 
and  It  could  not  be  coerced  into  the  Union  against 
its  own  will.  It  might  set  the  majesty  of  the  old 
States  at  defiance.  It  is  perfectly  plam,  that  such 
a  stp.te  of  thioffs  could  not  exist  under  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States ;  and  this  shows  that 
it  is  a  joint  transaction ;  that  the  parties  never 
lose  sight  of  each  other ;  and  that  nothing  can  be 
final  and  conclusive  until  there  is  a  union  of  wills 
upon  the  admission  of  the  State  into  the  Union. 

As  Congress  has  no  power  to  create  an  indepen- 
dent Stale — that  which  cannot  be  done  directly, 
cannot  be  eflected  indirectly,  by  any  accident  or 
negligence  on  either  side.  The  people  have  parted 
with  no  such  power.  Congress,  in  some  shape  or 
other,  must  consent  to  the  constilution.  There 
must  be  a  mutuality  of  consent  in  this  particular. 
For  what  other  purpose  is  the  constitution  directed 
to  be  transmitted  to  Congress,  if  it  is  not  to  give 
Congress  an  opportunity  to  examine  it,  and  give 
their  opinion  upon  it  ? 

The  law  of  the  last  session  contains  a  proviso, 
that  the  constitution,  whenever  formed,  shall  be 
republican,  and  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  In  whose  opinion  was  it  to 
be  republican,  and  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  Stales  ?  Most  unquestionably 
the  understanding  was,  that  it  should  be  so  in  the 
opinion  of  the  acting  parties,  and  not  in  the  opin- 
ion of  any  other  branch  of  the  Government.  And 
how  can  Congress  decide  upon  it  until  it  see  the 
constitution  1  It  has  been  contended,  that  a  State 
may  be  created  prospectively  ;  but  this  seems  in- 
consistent with  the  nature  oi  the  transaction,  and 
it  cannot  be  supported,  except  on  the  principle  of 
divesting  Congress  of  every  particle  of  power  on 
the  subject,  after  the  enactment  of  the  first  law  ; 
for,  if  Congress  has  now  a  right  of  declaring  whe- 
ther Missouri  has  become  a  State  in  the  Union,  or 
not,  it  involves  the  question  whether  or  no  the 
law  of  the  last  session  has  been  complied  with. 
This  mode  of  proceeding  would  want  order,  with- 
out producing  any  change  in  substance  ;  and  it  is 
evident  that  this  was  not  the  original  opinion  of 
the  committee,  as  the  resolution  reads,  that  Mis- 
souri shall  be,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  one  of 
the  United  Stales  of  America,  and  is  admitted  into 
the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States.  In  relation  to  this  point  the  real  question 
is,  whether  Congress»will  examine  the  constitu- 
tion, and  give  an  opinion  upon  it,  either  in  what 
may  be  deemed  a  prospective  point  of  view,  or 
otherwi.«ie  ?  And  this  is  a  principle  which,  in  my 
opinion,  Congress  ought  never  to  yield  up.  I 
think  we  should  not  be  discharging  the  duty  we 
owe  to  the  people,  if  we  merely  pass  a  law  author- 
izing a  State  to  be  created,  and  then  abandon  the 
case,  and  leave  it  to  the  inhabitants  and  others  to 
say  whether  the  constitution  is  republican,  and  not 
repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
Congress  expressed  their  opinion  in  the  case  of 
Ohio,  by  declaring  that  the  constitution  and  State 
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government  had  been  formed  in  pursuance  of  the 
act  of  Congress ;  and  no  State  has  been  admitted 
into  the  Union  since,  without  the  express  assent  of 
Congress,  after  seeing  the  constitution. 

If  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  express  an  opin- 
ion, the  question  is,  whether  there  has  been  a  com- 
pliance with  the  law  of  the  last  session?  The 
proviso  is  a  condition  precedent,  and,  until  com- 
plied with,  no  State  has  been,  or  can  be,  created. 
This  was  the  basis  and  foundation  of  the  authority. 
But  both  the  gentlemen  from  Virginia  say,  that 
the  objectionable  part  may  be  considered  as  a 
nullity  and  nothing.  I  confess  I  do  not  under- 
stand this  kind  of  logic.  Congr^  put  in  a  law  a 
solemn  provision,  that  the  constilution,  when 
formed,  shall  be  republican,  and  not  repugnant  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States ;  but  the 
sober  meaning  of  this  is,  that  it  is  immaterial 
whether  it  is  repugnant  or  not. '  If  the  law  has 
been  complied  with,  it  is  very  well ;  but,  what 
surprises  me  the  most  is,  that  it  is  equally  satisfac- 
tory whether  it  has  been  complied  with  or  not,  as 
the  bad  part  mav  be  treated  as  a  nullity.  In  prin- 
ciple it  can  make  no  difference  how  many  parts 
are  repugnant,  as  all  may  be  considered  as  nullities 
and  nothing. 

It  is  asked  if  a  bad  part  will  vitiate  the  whole? 
That  depends  upon  the  nature  of  the  case.  In 
some  cases  it  will,  and  in  others  it  will  not.  But, 
whenever  the  whole  depends  upon  a  condition, 
that  there  shall  be  no  bad  part,  then  it  will ;  and 
that  is  the  case  in  the  present  instance.  We  must 
agree  to  take  the  whole  or  none.  We  do  not  know 
that  .Missouri  will  consent  to  come  into  the  Union, 
if  we  undertake  to  change  her  constitution.  If 
we  do  not  accept  of  the  whole,  we  must  suspend 
the  admission  until  there  can  be  a  further  under- 
standing on  the  subject. 

The  report  goes  on  to  consider  the  constitution 
in  the  light  of  an  unconstitutional  law,  and,  as  a 
case  peculiarly  calculated  for  judicial  cognizance. 
But,  in  every  case  in  which  Congress  acts,  it  must 
judge,  in  the  first  instance,  whether  its  law  or  res- 
olution is  Constitutional  or  not.  Can  we  pass  the 
resolution  before  us,  which,  in  substance,  declares 
that  the  constitution  of  Missouri  is  not  repugnant 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stales,  with  a 
kind  of  niental  reservation,  that  we  give  no  opin- 
ion on  this  point  ?  Why,  sir,  it  is  the  solemn  duty 
of  Congress  to  refrain  from  doing  any  act  if  they 
even  entertain  doubts  as  to  its  constitutionality. 
In  the  case  of  an  ordinary  law,  the  courts,  out  of 
respect  to  the  opinion  of  the  Legislature,  will  not 
interpose,  except  in  a  plain  case. 

Some  go  so  far  as  even  to  den^  this  right  in  the 
courts.  But,  on  this  occasion,  gentlemen  seem 
willing  to  transcend  every  notion  that  has  here- 
tofore been  entertained  on  this  subject,  and  to  sur- 
render at  once  to  the  supremacy  of  the  courts, 
bv  which  we  shall  make  our  own  escape  from 
all  responsibility.  For  my  own  part,  I  do  not 
see  how  this  case  could  be  brought  before  the 
Supreme  Court  in  any  reasonable  time ;  but,  sup- 
pose it  could,  Congress  could  not  limit  the  court 
as  to  their  decision,  or  point  out  what  should  be  its 
eflect.    If  the  court  has  the  power,  they  would 


j  ud^e  of  the  extent  of  their  power ;  and  they  might 
decide,  contrary  to  the  private  expectations  of  gen- 
tlemen, that  the  proviso  contained  in  the  law  of 
the  last  session  was  a  condition  precedent,  and 
that,  until  complied  with,  no  Slate  had,  or  could 
be  brought  into  existence.  Whenever  this  bad 
news  should  reach  Congress,  they  would  be  v«y 
unpleasantly  circumstanced;  the  Senators  and 
Representative  from  Missouri  would  have  to 
leave  their  seats  and  go  home. 

Could  the  Judiciary  expunge  from  the  Union 
the  Slates  created  out  of  the  Louisiana  purchase, 
upon  the  principle  that  the  whole  was  unconsti- 
tutional and  incompatible  with  the  original  design 
of  the  compact  made  between  the  old  States? 
This,  indeed,  would  be  a  gigantic  power,  and,  a.H 
friendly  as  I  am  disposed  towards  the  exercise  of 
power  in  the  Judiciary,  I  should  be  unwilling  to 
acknowledge  it,  without  much  greater  reflection 
than  I  have  as  yet  bestowed  on  the  subject. 

If  there  is  any  case,  in  which  it  would  be  indis- 
creet and  perhaps  improper,  for  the  Judiciary  to 
interfere  over  the  acts  of  Congress,  I  think  it  would 
be  in  the  case  of  an  admission  of  a  State  into  the 
Union.  I  mean  as  it  respects  the  main  question, 
whether  a  State  has  been  brought  into  the  Union 
or  not. 

I  have  only,  in  relation  to  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject, further  to  sav,  that  here  is  a  resolution,  on 
which  we  are  called  upon  to  vote :  if  we  believe 
it  to  be  in  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  it  is  our  solemn  duty  to  reject  it,  re- 
gardless of  the  consequences.  We  cannot  avoid 
giving  our  opinion  upon  it;  and  nothing  can  ex- 
cuse us,  if  we  make  an  unlawful  breach,  however 
slight,  in  the  Constitution. 

As  to  the  condition  of  Missouri,  there  can  be  no 
middle  station,  it  must  be  a  Territory  or  Slate. 
There  has  been  an  ineffectual  attempt  to  create  a 
State,  and  the  operation  is  a  reversion  to  the  old 
stale  of  things — I  mean  in  point  of  right ;  in  point 
of  fact,  Missouri  can  make  it  what  she  pleases ; 
but,  it  is  most  uncharitable  to  suppose,  that  she 
will  rebel  against  her  country,  and  assume  the 
character  of  an  independent  State.  I  hope  that 
gentlemen  are  mistaken  as  to  the  disposition  of 
the  people  of  Missouri.  Why  will  they  not  peace- 
ably submit  to  the  will  of  the  majority  ?  How 
often,  since  the  existence  of  our  Government,  have 
the  minority  been  obliged  to  submit  ?  What  evi- 
dence have  we,  that  the  people  of  Missouri  are 
less  qualified  to  be  good  citizens  ?  Is  there  any 
foundation  for  all  this  dread  and  apprehension, 
thai  they  are  disposed  to  give  us  trouble — I  hope 
not,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  will  be  discovered, 
that  they  have  as  much  anxious  solicitude  as  the 
rest  of  their  fellow-citizens,  to  preserve  the  peace 
and  harmony  of  the  country. 


TuEsoAY,  December  J 2. 
Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal  part  of  an 
act  passed  by  the  State  of  Maryland  in  1784,  and 
now  in  force  in  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,   entitled  "An  act  for  an  addition  to 
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Georgetown,  in  Montgomery  county  ;"  which  bill 
was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  McCoy,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  William  T. 
Nimmo,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allen,  of  Tennessee,  the 
Secretary  of  the  War  Department  was  required 
to  lay  before  this  House  such  extracts  from  the 
inspection  roll  of  the  army  engaged  in  the  Semi- 
nole war,  as  will  show  whether  or  not  the  mount- 
ed men  employed  in  that  service  continued  to 
furnish,  at  their  own  expense,  horses  fit  for  duty 
until  discharged ;  also,  whether  or  not  any  rule 
was  adopted,  or  compensation  given  said  troops 
for  their  services,  not  made  applicable,  and  given, 
to  all  other  troops  of  the  same  description  employ- 
ed in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pldmer,  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing,  by  law,  that  articles  of  ex- 
port, inspected  under  the  authority  of  one  State, 
may  be  exported  from  any  other  Slate  without  be- 
ing again  inspected  in  the  State  from  which  they 
may  be  exported.  , 

The  House  took  up  the  proposition  yesterday 
made  by  Mr.  Whitman,  so  to  amend  the  rules 
of  the  House  as  that  the  Speaker,  in  calling  the 
States,  should  commence  with  Maine ;  and,  after 
a  little  discussion  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Whitman 
for,  and  Mr.  Butler,  of  New  Hampshire,  against 
the  motion,  it  was  negatived. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
from  the  Fourth  Auditor  a  list  of  balances  charged 
in  that  office,  and  due  more  than  three  years  prior 
to  September,  1820;  also  a  list  of  persons  (only 
five  in  number)  who  have  failed  to  render  their 
accounts  to  that  office. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  a  plan  on  which 
the  Army  may  be  reduced  to  six  thousand  men ; 
in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  this  House  of  the 
11th  of  May  last. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative 
to  any  alterations  or  modifications  which  he  might 
deem  necessary  in  the  acts  fixing  the  fees  and 
emoluments  of  the  officers  of  the  customs,  and  a 
plan  for  compensating  them  according  to  their 
respective  services;  rendered  in  obedience  to  a  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  the  13th  of  May  last. 

The  first  named  document  was  laid  on  the  table, 
the  remaining  two  referred  to  committees,  and  all 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

AMENDMENT  TO  RULES. 

Mr.  Rich  submitted  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing, which,  proposing  to  alter  the  rules  of  the 
House,  lies  on  the  table  one  day  of  course : 

"A  proposition,  requesting  information  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  or  directing  it  to  be 
furnished  by  the  Secretary  of  either  of  the  Executive 
DepartmenU,  or  the  Poatmaster  General,  shall  lie  upon 
the  table  one  day  for  consideration,  unless  otherwise 
ordered,  with  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House." 

la  offering  this  motion,  Mr.  Rich  said,  it  wouldj 


if  adopted,  require  that  a  proposition  calling  upon 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  the  head  of 
a  department  for  information,  should  lie  one  day 
upon  the  table  for  consideration.  He  said,  the  ex- 
perience which  had  been  afforded  him  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  House,  had  taught  him  to  believe 
that  the  respect  which  was  due  the  Executive  offi- 
cers, and  which  members  owed  to  themselves,  as 
well  as  a  regard  to  economy,  suggested  the  pro- 
priety of  the  amendment.  He  said  he  by  no  means 
objected  to  the  practice  abstractly,  of  calling  for 
information  ;  but  he  thought  that,  while  the  House 
was  in  the  practice  of  adopting  such  calls  with  the 
same  facility  that  it  instructed  one  of  its  commit- 
tees to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  adopting  the 
most  immaterial  measure  incident  to  legislation, 
if  it  did  not  at  some  times  adopt  calls  of  the  kind 
unadvisedly,  it  was,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  extremely 
liable  to  do  so,  and  subject  the  departments  to  great 
labor  in  cases  where  no  adequate  object  could  be 
attained  by  it.  He  said  he  would  mention  one  al- 
leged fact,  of  the  truth  of  which  he  had  no  reason 
to  doubt,  although  he  had  it  only  from  report,  viz: 
that  six  clerks  had  been  constantly  employed,  from 
the  close  of  the  last  session  to  the  present  time,  in 
collecting  the  materials  to  enable  one  of  the  de- 
partments to  answer  a  call  made  at  the  last  session. 
He  said  he  would  not  allege  that  gentlemen  would 
not  have  made  the  call  had  they  Known  the  labor 
which  would  have  been  required  to  furnish  the 
answer ;  but  sure  he  was  that,  in  such  a  case,  they 
would  have  considered  the  subject  at  least  one  day. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills,  and  a  resolution, 
of  the  following  titles,  to  wit:  An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  Holmes,  of  Alabama ;  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Morgan  Brown;  and  a  resolution  de- 
claring the  admission  of  the  State  of  Missouri  into 
the  Union  ;  in  which  bills  and  resolution  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

MISSOURI. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Comnrit- 
tee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  resolution  for  admitting 
the  State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  addressed  the  House 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  soliciting  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  upon  the  present  occasion,  I  cannot  avoid 
expressing  my  sincere  regret,  which  none  can  feel 
more  deeply,  that  the  odious  Missouri  question 
should  ever  have  been  revived.  After  the  discus- 
sion at  the  last  session,  after  the  excitement  it  had 
occasioned  in  this  House  and  in  the  nation  ;  after 
the  deliberate  decision  of  the  National  Legislature, 
connected  with  the  principle  of  an  honorable  com- 
promise, calculated  at  once  to  allay  public  agita- 
tion and  reconcile  conflicting  views,  and  fully  and 
fairly  executed  upon  one  side,  as  far  as  it  was  prac- 
ticable, it  was  at  least  to  be  desired  that  it  woald 
be  the  wish,  as,  in  my  humble  opinion  it  is  the 
duty,  of  every  friend  of  his  country,  that  this  sub- 
ject should  have  been  put  forever  at  rest ;  and  that 
the  people  of  Missouri,  mingling  their  interests  and 
feelings  with  those  of  the  other  States,  should  have 
been  permitted  quietly  to  take  their  station  in  oar 
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National  Confederacy.  But  it  seems  that  all  these 
expectations  are  illusory,  and  that  the  ordinary 
course  of  public  business  is  again  to  be  interrupted 
by  the  agitation  of  a  subject,  which,  I  fear,  can- 
not lead  to  any  profitable  result. 

I  admit,  with  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
who  spoke  second  in  this  debate,  (Mr.  Sergeant,) 
that  the  subject  has  assumed  a  different,  though 
an  important  form ;  but  it  still  appears  to  me°to 
have  arisen  out  of  the  old  question,  and  that  its 
importance  is  derived  much  more  from  its  effects 
upon  the  national  tranquillity  and  the  loterests  of 
our  white  population,  than  that  class  of  persons 
whose  rights  are  supposed  to  be  affected  by  the 
Missouri  constitution  ;  who,  as  1  believe  I  shall  be 
able  to  show,  have  little  interest  in  the  matter. 

1  can  assure  the  House  that  I  feel  no  inclination 
to  prolong  the  discussion  upon  so  unpleasant  a 
subject  beyond  that  which  everyone  must  feel, 
to  prevent  any  misconception  of  his  course;  and 
the  best  apology,  perhaps,  for  engaging  their  at- 
tention at  all,  IS  to  be  found  in  the  contrariety  of 
views  by  which  gentlemen  who  think  with  me 
have  been  conducted  to  the  result.  I  do  not  advert 
to  this  circumstance  with  the  least  intention  of  un- 
dervaluing the  arguments  of  those  who  enjoy  so 
deservedly  the  respect  of  this  House  and  the  coun- 
try ;  but  It  win  always  happen  in  the  first  agita- 
tion of  great  Constitutional  questions,  involving 
the  principles  upon  which  the  institutions  of  the 
Government  are  founded,  that  a  variety  of  reasons 
may  lead  different  minds  to  a  similar  conclusion ; 
and  when  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  avow  that,  I  do  not 
rely  upon  all  the  grounds  taken  by  other  gentle-  '. 
men  who  advocate  this  resolution,  I  desire  to  be  ' 
understood  as  saying  no  more  than  that  they  have  I 
not  the  same  weight  with  me  that  they  appear  to 
have  had  with  others. 

1  entertain  no  doubt  that  Missouri  is  not,  at 
present,  a  State  of  this  Union  ;  and  1  am  equally 
clear,  that  it  is  both  the  right  and  duty  of  Con- 
gress to  examine  the  constitution  which  has  been 
submitted  to  us ;  and,  if  it  be  found  repugnant  to 
the  princijples  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  refuse  to  admit  the  State  into  the  Union. 
No  State  can  of  ri^ht  claim  to  be  admitted  a 
member  unless  her  frame  of  government  is  con- 
formable to  the  principles  of  the  confederacy  of 
which  she  seeks  to  be  a  part.  This  was  the  doc- 
trine for  which  I  contended  when  I  had  the  honor 
to  address  the  House  at  the  last  session,  and  I  have 
seen  no  cause  since  to  change  my  opinion.  I  have, 
therefore,  examined  the  constitution  of  Missouri, 
and  am  satisfied  that  it  is  republican,  and  not  re- 
puffnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
In  the  view  I  have  taken  of  the  subject,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  more  necessary  to  consider  the 
obligations  of  Congress,  than  the  actual  condition 
of  Missouri  now,  or  what  it  will  be  if  this  resolu- 
tion should  be  rejected.  I  am  free  to  say,  how- 
ever, that,  in  my  opinion,  she  is  a  State ;  for  the 
people  are  in  the  actual  exercise  of  State  govern- 
ment. She  is  ready  for  admission  into  the  Union, 
which  could  not  be  until  the  territorial  disabilities 
had  been  merged  in  State  sovereignty.  We  do 
not  form  a  State  by  our  act ;  we  admit  into  the 
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confederacy  a  Slate  already  formed  by  the  peo- 
ple. Missouri  would  be  a  State  if  the  objectiona- 
ble feature  were  not  in  the  constitution  ;  she  is  not 
the  less  so  because  it  is  there,  though  it  may  be 
the  means  of  keeping  her  out  of  the  Union,  and 
of  til  us  producing  new  and  very  important  rela- 
tions with  the  United  States.  Whether  Congress 
will  possess  the  right  or  the  power,  should  the  con- 
stitution be  rejected,  of  dissolving  the  State  gov- 
ernment, and  of  reducing  the  people  once  more  to 
territorial  subjection,  is  a  question  of  fearful  mag- 
nitude, upon  which,  though  I  have  a  very  strong 
,  opinion,  1  feel  no  desire  at  present  to  make  any 

observation. 
;      The  obligations  of  Congress  appear  to  me  to 
:  be  equally  clear.     We  have  solemnly  decided  that 
;  vve  possess  no  power  to  impose  any  condition  upon 
the  people  of  Missouri  as  the  price  of  their  ad- 
;  mi.ssion  into  the  Union.     We  have  so  decided  by 
;  rejecting  an  actual  attempt  to  impose  a  condition, 
;  and  by  authorizing  the  people  to  form  a  State 
government,  without  any  other  restriction  than 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  itself  im- 
:  poses.    We  have  entered  into  a  precise  stipulation 
to  admit  the  State,  when  formed,  into  the  Union, 
;  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  in 
j  all  respects  whatever.     Our  obligation  is,  to  ex- 
I  ecute   this  stioulation   in  good   faith— regarding 
I  matters  of  substance  rather  than   technicalities. 
:  We  are  bound  to  admit  the  State  into  the  Union  if 
we  can  do  so  without  violating  the  Constitution  ; 
and  it  is  unworthy  the  magnitude  of  the  subject, 
to  be  searching  for  some  pretext  by  which  we  may 
escape  from  our  engagement. 
;      It  must  be  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  the  con- 
stitution of  Missouri  is  republican.     To  deny  it 
this  character  because  it  does  not  prohibit  slavery, 
would  be  to  pronounce  the  constitutions  of  all  the 
original  States  in  the  Union,  and  that  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  anti-republican.     Nor  should  it  be  for- 
gotten, that,  as  it  respects  the  slaves,  in  regard  to 
whom  the  proceedings  of  the  last  session  offered 
some  admonition,  its  provisions  are  both  liberal 
and  humane  ;  conferring  upon  this  unhappy  class 
of  persons  greater  rights,  and  guarding  them  with 
better  securities  than  they  enjoy  in  any  State  in 
the  Union,  in  which  they  exist. 

The  only  objection  which  is  taken  to  the  con- 
stitution, is  founded  on  that  article  which  provides 
that  "  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Legislature,  as 
'  soon  as  may  be,  to  pass  such  laws  as  may  be 
'  necessary  to  prevent  free  negroes  and  mulattoes 
'  from  coming  to,  and  settling  in,  this  State,  under 
'  any  pretext  whatsoever."     It  should  here  be  re- 
marked, that  the  Missouri  Convention  could  de- 
rive no  lesson  upon  this  subject  from  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  last  session,  which,  professing  only  to 
close   the  territory  against    slaves,  could  not  be 
construed  into  a  design  to  open  it  for  free  negroes. 
In  announcing  this  course,  too,   the  convention 
have  proposed  merely  to  model  their  municipal 
policy  after  that  of  a  majority  of  the  old  thirteen 
Stales,  and  of  those  subsequently  admitted,  dictat- 
ed, as  I  believe  by  no  improper  temper,  but  rather 
by  the  danger  of  an  influx  of  this  class  of  persons 
from  the  Southern  part  of  the  continent,  who 
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alone  would  be  likely  to  go  there.  If  this  policy 
be  right  in  the  old  States,  it  cannot  be  wrong  in 
Missouri.  We  cannot  charge  Missouri  with  a 
riolation  of  the  Constitution,  without  pronounc- 
ing the  same  judgment  upon  the  original  parties 
to  the  compact ;  and  I  shall  not  be  readily  per- 
suaded of  the  unsoundness  of  a  doctrine  which 
has  regulated  the  practice  of  the  State  and  Gen- 
eral governments,  ejer  since  their  organization  ; 
nor  will  I  hastily  pronounce  the  laws  of  half  the 
States  in  the  Union  unconstitutional  and  void. 

But,  I  proceed  to  consider  more  particularly,  the 
character  and  extent  of  the  objectionable  provision  ; 
and  I  beg  leave  to  remark,  first,  that  of  itself,  it  is 
entirely  inoperative.     It  does  not  infringe  the  rights 
of  any  person  whatsoever^  nor  does  it  prohibit  any 
free  negro  from  emigrating  to  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri.    It  is  directory  merely  to  the  Legislature  to 
do  .so,  and,  until  they  have  made  it  by  their  enact- 
ment, no  prohibition  does,  or  can  exist.     It  is  not, 
nor  can  it  be  known,  that  the  Legislature  will  ever 
pass  such  a  law ;  if  the  direction   be  unconstitu- 
tional, they  never  can.     If  they  should,  the  law, 
and  not  the  constitution,  would  create  the  prohibi- 
tion ;    unless  the   Legislature   should   derive   the 
power  to  pass  the  law  from  this  provision.     But, 
It  cannot  oe  pretended,  that  this  clause  confers  on 
the   Legislature  any  new  or  greater  power  than 
they  would  possess  without  it.     In  governments 
not  republican,  the  legislative  is  the  supreme  power ; 
in  those  which  are  republican,  the  supreme  power 
is  in  the  people ;  and  under  our  system,  therefore, 
the  constitutions  abridge,  rather  than  enlarge  the 
powers  of  the  legislative  department.     The  provi- 
sion, then,  instead  of  conferring  new  power,  directs 
the  Legislature  to  exert  a  power  already  in  them, 
independent  of  the  constitution,  and  depending  for 
its  efficacy  in  no  degree  upon  the  authority  of  the 
constitution.     If  this  clause  confers  no  new  power, 
so  it  imposes  no  additional  obligation  upon  the  Le- 
gislature; it  directs  the  exercise  of  a  legislative  func- 
tion, upon  the  supposition  that  the  right  to  exercise 
it  exists,  and  that  it  may  be  rightfully  employed. 
It  does  not  require  the  Legislature  to  pass  the  law, 
per  fas  atU  nefas^  right  or  wrong ;  but  to  do  so  if  they 
can  consistently  with  their  Constitutional  obliga- 
tions.   In  referring  the  subject  to  legislative  inter- 
position, the  convention  could  have  designed  noth- 
mg  else,  than  that  it  should  act  under  the  same 
responsibilities,  and  with  the  same  regard  to  mo- 
tives of  State  and  general  policy  as  in  other  cases. 
They  could  not  have  made  it  obligatory  upon  the 
Legislature  to  pass  the  law  at  all  events,  for  this 
would  have  been  requiring  them  to  violate  the 
Constitution   of  the  United  States,  which   their 
oaths,  as  members  of  the  Legislature,  bound  them 
to  support.     Besides,  if  it  had  been  the  design  to 
enact  the  prohibition  without  regard  to  Constitu- 
tional restraints;  or  to  abridge  legislative  discre- 
tion, the  convention,  themselves  would  have  in- 
cited it  upon  their  work,  and  not  have  referred 
It  to  the  Legislature.     The  injunctions  of  the  con- 
vention in  matters  of  legislative  cognizance  must 
always  be  subservient  to  the  higher  duties  of  the 
legislator,  the  first  of  which  is  to  pass  no  law  re- 
pugnant to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 


The  direction  in  question,  therefore,  amounts  to 
nothing  more  than  that  the  Legislature  shall  orig- 
inate the  system,  provided  they  shall  deem  it  com- 
patible with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
If,  therefore,  this  clause  neither  enlarges   the 

f)Ower,  nor  increases  the  obligations  of  the  Legis- 
ature  of  Missouri,  the  power  of  the  Slate  in  rela- 
tion to  the  General  Government,  and  the  checks 
and  balances  of  the  latter,  are  the  same  as  they 
would  be  independent  of  it ;  and  if  the  relation  of 
the  State  to  the  United  States,  and  the  rights  of 
the  persons  to  be  affected  by  it  are  the  same  whether 
the  clause  be  in  or  out  of  the  constitution,  the 
Legislature  will  act,  if  at  all,  at  the  same  peril, 
and  under  the  same  restraints,  as  though  it  did  not 
exist,  and  it  would  be  the  law  and  not  the  consti- 
tution of  Missouri  which  would  be  repugnant  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  if  either 
could  be.  How  then  can  we  say,  that  a  clause  of 
a  nature  perfectly  nugatory,  possessing  no  legal 
force  or  operation,  which  confers  no  additional 
power,  nor  creates  any  new  obligation,  but  directs 
a  legislative  interference  subject  to  the  higher  con- 
trol of  the  institutions  of  the  General  Government, 
can  be  unconstitutional  ? 

If  this  clause  do  not  violate  the  Constitution,  it 
is  not  possible  for  Congress  to  anticipate  the  pas- 
sage of  an  unconstitutional  law,  and  prospectively 
to  pronounce  it  void,  much  less  can  we  act  upon 
such  a  supposition.  Suppose,  for  example,  that 
this  clause  were  not  in  the  Constitution,  but  that 
Congress  had  reason  to  believe,  that  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  Missouri  Legislature  to  pass  a  sim- 
ilar law  ;  could  Congress  require  from  them,  as 
the  terms  of  their  admission  into  the  Union,  a  stip- 
ulation, that  no  such  law  should  ever  be  passed  ? 
Clearly  not;  for  this  would  not  only  be  drawing 
to  Congress  the  judicial  power  of  revising  State 
laws,  which  they  never  can  posses.s,  but  it  would 
amount  to  a  condition  tying  up  the  functions  of 
the  Legislature,  and  denying  it  the  same  powers 
which  have  been  actually  exerted  by  the  other 
States.  Sir,  as  it  regards  the  municipal  laws  of 
the  States,  Congress  must  always  rely  upon  the 
sound  legal  discretion  of  the  State  Legislature  not 
to  pass  unconstitutional  acts,  and  upon  the  firmness 
and  integrity  of  the  national  judiciary,  to  avoid 
them  if  they  should.  With  regard  to  the  present 
States  we  have  no  other  reliance,  and  we  need  no 
other. 

And  why,  sir.  do  we  fear  the  Legislature  of 
Missouri  more  than  we  do  of  those  of  the  other 
States  ?  We  have  stipulated  to  admit  these  people 
into  the  Union,  and,  wishing  to  avoid  our  obliga- 
tion, we  refuse  to  execute  it,  because  we  are  pleased 
to  suspect  that  at  some  future  time  their  Legisla- 
ture may  pass  a  law,  which  we  choose  to  deter- 
mine would  be  unconstitutional !  ^  ' 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  suppose  the  clause  In  the 
Missouri  constitution  be  considered  as  making  it 
obligatory  upon  the  Legislature  to  pass  a  law  con- 
formable to  its  terms,  is  its  compatibility  with  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  irreconcilable? 
The  clause  in  the  latter  instrument  with  which  it 
is  supposed  to  be  in  conflict,  provides,  that  "  the 
'  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  priv- 
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'  ileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several 
'  States."  Now,  on  this  supposition,  I  do  not  re- 
quire gentlemen  to  refer  this  question  to  the  Judi- 
ciary, for  I  am  prepared  to  decide  it  for  myself; 
but,  I  ask  them,  when  they  attempt  its  interpreta- 
tion here,  to  be  guided  by  the  same  rules  of^  con- 
struction, by  which  the  Judiciary  would  decide,  if 
it  were  before  them.  If  the  State  of  Missouri  pos- 
sess any  power  over  the  subject-matter  to  which 
the  provision  relates,  then  it  is  not  altogether  void ; 
it  is  in  part  at  least  good,  and  we  must  give  it  a 
construction  which  will  reconcile  the  powers  of 
the  State  with  those  of  the  General  Government ; 
otherwise,  we  should  deny  to  the  State  the  power 
of  acting  at  all,  lest  it  might  tran.scend  its  proper 
spheie. 

It  must  be  conceded,  sir,  that  if  there  are  any 
free  negroes  and  mulattoes,  who  are  citizens  of 
any  State,  yet  that  the  great  majority  of  this  class 
of  persons  in  the  United  States  are  citizens  of  no 
State.     As  to  these,  by  far  the  greatest  number, 
the  power  of  Missouri  is  complete ;  their  emigra- 
tion to  the  State  may  be  constitutionally  prohib- 
ited, and,  so  far  as  it  may  operate  upon  them,  the 
clause  is  good.     Missouri,  then,  has  the  undeniable 
right  to  prevent  "  free  negroes  and  mulattoes"  from 
acting  within  her  State  ;  and,  in  order  to  give  any 
color  to  the  objection,  gentlemen   are  obliged   to 
assert  that  the  clause  excludes  all  free  negroes  and 
mulattoes,  including  citizens  of  the  several  States. 
If  Missouri  had  no  power  to  prevent  any  free  ne- 
groes from  going  there,  the  clause  might  be  bad ; 
but  she  is  admitted  to  possess  sufficient  power  to 
fill  up  the  plain  literal  scope  of  the  clause  ;  and  it 
can  never  be  bad,  unless  the  Legislature  exceed 
even  the  limits  of  the  injunction.     It  is  fair  to  pre- 
sume that  the  Legislature  will  do  so.  where  they 
have  neither  a  legal  nor  moral  obligation  to  urge 
them  forward,  but  have  both  to  help  them  back  ? 
It  is  our  duty,  moreover,  sir,  to  give  to  the  words 
of  the  clause  that  sense  in  which  they  are  usually 
employed  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  by  men 
of  all  classes  ;  and  in  that  sense  they  import,  tx  vi 
terminij  that  class  of  colored  people  who  are  nei- 
ther slaves  nor  citizens.    In  a  country  where  there 
are  slaves  who  can  become  citizens,  the  middle 
condition  of  a  man  passing  from  slavery  to  citi- 
zenship can  be  no  otherwise  designated  than  by 
the  terms  here  employed,  since  his  freedom  does 
not   necessarily   import   citizenship.      When  we 
speak  of  a  negro  slave,  we  mean  one  who  owes  a 
lasting  service  to  a  master ;  when  we  speak  of  a 
free  negro,  we  refer  to  him  who  has  been  set  free 
by  his  master ;  and  the  appellation  of  citizen  be- 
longs to  a  higher  condition  and  fuller  rights.     If 
we  design  to  discriminate  between  citizens  of  dif- 
ferent color,  we  should  use  the  terms  while  citi- 
zens, or  black  or  negro  citizens,  which  have,  I  con- 
fess, to  my  ear  at  least,  ihe  sound  of  novelty.     In 
common  parlance,  therefore,  we  use  the  term  free 
negro  in  contradistinction  both  to  slaves  and  citi- 
zens, in  the  same  way  as  the  freedman  among  the 
Romans  denoted   the  middle  condition  between 
the  bondman  and  the  Roman  citizen.     The  con- 
vention of  Missouri  could  not  have  used  the  terms 
in  any  other  sense,  especially  when  it  is  consid- 


ered that  their  principal  design  was  to  exclude  this 

classofpeople,ofidleand  dissolute  habits,upon  their 
Southern  and  Eastern  borders,  who  are  confess- 
edlv  not  citizens,  and  known  only  as  free  negroes 
and  mulattoes,  rather  than  those  in  the  Northern  and 
Eastern  Stales,  who  it  cannot  be  supposed  will  be 
likely  ever  to  wander  into  this  Western  region. 
But  as  this  part  of  the  subject  has  been  pressed 
more  in  detail,  and  with  greater  ability  than  I 
could  hope  to  employ,  I  will  say  no  more  in  re- 
gard to  it  than  that,  while  there  is  a  sound,  legid, 
rational  construction  at  hand,  which  reconciles  the 
constitution  of  Missouri  with  that  of  the  United 
States,  we  are  bound  in  a  fair  performance  of  oor 
engagements  to  adopt  it,  rather  than  diligently  to 
hunt  after  some  technical  objection  by  which  we 
avoid  the  one,  under  the  pretext  of  obeying  the 
other. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  these  are  not  the  principal 
views  which  I  design  to  submit,  I  confess  that  the 
great  ground  upon  which  my  opinion  is  formed  is, 
that  the  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  in  the  United 
j  States  are  not  that  description  of  citizens  contem- 
plated by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
as  entitled  to  Federal  rights. 

I  do  not  mean,  sir,  to  deny  that  these  people 
have  certain  rights.     I  admit  they  have  many; 
and  these  I  would  cherish,  and,  when  consistent 
with  the  safety  of  the  white  population,  enlarge. 
But  their  rights  are  of  a  local  nature,  dependent 
upon  the  gratuitous  favor  of  the  municipal  au- 
thority of  the  States,  and  liable  to  be  curtailed  or 
enlarged  by  those  authorities ;  they  are  limited  to 
the  State  granting  them,  and  confer  no  claim  to 
similar  privileges  and  immunities  purely  federal. 
Gentlemen  must  not  only  show  that  a  free  negro 
may  be  admitted  to  the  enjoyment  of  some  rights 
of  citizenship  in  a  particular  State,  but  they  must 
also  show  that  he  is  of  that  description  of  "citi- 
zens" to  whom  the  Constitution  meant  to  guar- 
anty equal  rights  in  every  State.     The  State  au- 
thority may  confer  the  right  of  citizenship  within 
their  State  upon  aliens  and  Indians;  but  it  was 
never  imao:ined  that  they  would  therefore  be  the 
subjects  of  federal  rights.     Nor  could  the  Consti- 
tution have  intended  to  refer  to  any  description  of 
persons  whose  privileges  were  matters  of  grace 
from  the  local  municipality.     For  1  take  it  to  be 
clear,  that  no  person  can  claim  federal  immunities 
who  cannot  claim,  as  a  matter  of  right,  the  privi- 
leges of  a  citizen  in  the  State  of  which  he  is  a 
resident.     A  consideration  of  the  nature  of  citizen- 
ship and  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Union,  will 
show  that  the  free  negroes  in  our  country  have  no 
such  pretensions.     An  inattention  to  the  distinc- 
tion here  taken  has  led  to  great  misapprehension 
throughout  the  argument.     Gentlemen  have  seen 
some  few  of  these  people  voting  in  some  one  or 
two  of  the  States,  and  have  seized  upon  this  cir- 
cumstance as  conclusive  evidence  of  citizenship, 
without  reflecting  that,  as  a  political  right,  it  is 
the  consequence  rather  than  the  characteristic  of 
citizenship,  and  may  depend  upon  the  precarious 
tenure  of  the  local  Legislature,  which,  if  it  pleased 
so  to  order,  might  deprive  a  real  citizen  of  the 
right  of  voting,  while  at  the  same  time  it  shoold 
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confer  it  upon  an  alien  who  could  claim  none  of 
the  essential  rights  which  characterize  a  citizen- 

I  concur  entirely  in  the  definition  of  a  citizen, 
as  given  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia on  my  left,  (Mr.  Barbodr,)  who  has  spoken 
with  so  much  ability,  and  left  I  fear  little  for  me 


'  nation  in  all  its  advantages.     Their  children  fol- 
'  low  the  condition  of  their  fathers,"  dec. 

Of  the  two  last  of  these  classes,  I  consider  the 
Indians  and  free  negroes  and  raulattoes  of  the 
United  Stales.  The  •'  laws  and  custom"  nowhere 
give  them  the  right  ofparticipating   in  all  the 


to  add.  I  believe  that  his  definition  will  be  found,  '  advantages  of  society.  Their  actual  advantages 
in  all  its  prominent  parts,  to  be  fully  supported  by  j  vary  in  almost  every  State ;  in  some  they  are  dealt 
the  best  authors  upon  the  subject,  as  well  as  the  out  more  liberally,  in  others  with  a  sparing  hand ; 
reason  of  the  case.  I  take  it,  sir,  that  a  person,  to  in  none  are  they  complete.  In  some  States  they 
be  a  "citizen"  under  one  Government,  must  be  a  '  cannot  be  witness  against  the  whites;  in  others 
member  of  the  civil  community,  and  entitled  as 
matter  of  ri^ht  to  equal  advantages  in  that  com- 
munity. His  rights  result  from  his  association 
with  it,  and  of  which  nothing  short  of  his  own 
will  or  misconduct  can  deprive  him.  They  are 
rights  independent  of  the  political  power,  and  in- 
alienable. They  were  anterior  to  the  community, 
were  carried  into  it,  and  their  preservation  formed 
the  great  object  of  the  association.  They  may  be 
modified,  but  cannot  be  destroyed,  by  the  political 
power  of  the  society.  A  State,  for  instance,  may 
regulate  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  extend  it  to 
such  only  of  its  members  as  possess  a  freehold 


cannot  be  witness  against 

they  cannot  be  jurors ;  in  none  are  they  allowed  to 
hold  offices  or  to  intermarry  with  the  whites — a 
circumstance  to  which  I  shall  more  particularly 
advert  hereafter.  If  they  were  citizens  these  disa- 
bilities could  not  be  imposed  upon  them,  but  for 
some  personal  defect.  The  real  truth  is,  sir,  that 
they  are  nowhere  considered  as  members  of  the 
civil  society,  but  as  inhabitants  of  the  country, 
holding  their  rights  at  the  will  of  the  local  au- 
thority. 

It  was  competent,  in  the  original  formation  of 

the  societies  which  now  compose  this  Union,  to 

admit  into  the  association,  or  to  exclude  from  it, 

Eroperty ;' but  it  could  not  extend  it  to  one  free- |  any  description  of  persons  whatsoever.    Everyone 
older  and  not  to  another  ;  much  less  could  it  say  j  in  any  degree  acquainted  with  the  history  of  the 
that  a  citizen  should  not  acquire  a  freehold  ;  for  it  |  first  settlement  of  these  States  must  knowthal  the 

'  association  was  of  white  people — Europeans  and 
their  descendants.  The  idea  of  a  mixture  was  at 
no  time  tolerated  ;  even  the  aboriginal  Indians 
were  not  received  as  a  competent  part  of  the  civil 
or  political  community  ;  but  the  country  was  set- 
tled, and  the  society  formed,  by  a  white  popula- 
tion. It  was  essentially  a  white  community.  In 
its  origin  the  black  population  could  have  iormed 
no  part  of  it,  and  throughout  its  progress  the  in- 
vincible barrier  to  a  mixture  of  white  and  black, 
and  the  positive  regulations  of  society,  have  per- 


is the  inherent  right  of  every  citizen  to  exert  his 
mental  and  physical  powers  in  the  pursuit  of  hap- 
piness and  for  the  acquisition  of  property,  and  to 
nave  his  acquisitions  protected.  Our  political  sys- 
tem is  founded  upon  this  principle  of  equal  rights 
in  the  members  of  the  community,  and  any  State 
regulation  which  should  interfere  with  them  would 
be  unconstitutional.  It  follows,  therefore,  that 
those  only  are  "citizens"  who  can  claim  these  ad- 
vantages as  a  matter  of  right ;  all  others,  and  those 
whose  privileges  depend  upon  the  grace  or  favor 

of  the  local  authority,  fall  under  the  denomination  petually  excluded  them.  They  could  not,  there- 
of inhabitants  and  aliens,  holding  their  rights  at  \  fore,  upon  the  principles  of  the  association,  and  in 
the  will  of  the  Government  under  which  they  live,  j  the  nature  of  things,  be  entitled  to  i*qual  rights. 
Upon  a  subject  on  which  so  great  a  variety  of  The  American  race  came  to  the  country  poste- 
opinion  has  been  entertiiined,  I  pray  to  be  indulged  I  rior  to  the  whites,  and  their  original  condition  most 
in  referring  to  an  authority  in  support  of  the  expo-  I  unhappily  was  that  of  slaves.  As  such,  they  were 
sition  I  am  pursuing.  It  is  remarked  by  Vaitfl,  \  clearly  without  the  pale  of  the  society;  and  it  is 
who,  in  this  respect,  follows  Grotiu^,  that  "The  '  equally  clear  that  they  never  could  be  admitted 
'  citizens  are  the  members  of  the  civil  society.  [  within  it  afterwards,  ualess  by  some  positive  law, 
'  Bound  to  this  society  by  certain  duties,  and  sun-  i  or  by  long  usage  and  custom.     They  never  have 

*  ject  to  its  authority,  they  equally  participate  in  |  been  admitted  by  either.     In  Pennsylvania,  and 

*  Its  advantages.     The  natives  are  those  born  in  |  many  other  States,  they  were  expressly  excluded 

*  the  country  of  those  who  are  citizens.     In  order  j  from  the  benefit  of  the  naturalization  laws  exist- 

*  to  be  of  the  country,  it  is  necessary  that  a  person    ing  in  the  States,  j)rior  to  the  adoption  of  the  Fed- 

*  be  bom  of  a  father  who  is  a  citizen."  !  eral  Constitution. 

"The  inhabitants,  as  distinguished  from  citi-        Where  is  there  any  positive  institution  providing 

*  zens,  a  re  strangers  who  are  permitted  to  settle  and  '  for  their  incorporation  into  the  civil  community, 

*  stay  in  the  country.    Bound  by  their  residence  to  '  or  extending  to  them  equal  rights  ?     Where  is  the 
'  the  society,  they  are  subject  to  the  laws  of  the    State  in  the  Union  in  which  it  is  declared,  by  posi 

*  State  while  they  reside  there,  and  they  are  obliged 
'  to  defend  it,  because  it  grants  them  protection, 

*  though  they  do  not  participate  in  all  the  rights  of 

*  citizens.    They  enjoy  only  the  advantages  which 

*  the  laws  or  custom  give  them." 

"  The  perpetual  inhabitants  are  those  who  have 

*  received  the  right  of  perpetual  residence.    These 

*  are  a  kind  of  citizens  of  an  inferior  order,  and  are 


tive  enactment,  that  free  negroes  shall  be  entitled 
to  claim  all  the  rights  of  citizens,  and  be  entitled 
"  equally  to  participate  in  the  advantages  of  the 
civil"  or  political  "society  ?"  I  never  heard  that 
there  was  one.  The  act  of  emancipation  cannot 
have  this  effect,  unless  it  should  be  so  declared  by 
some  express  statutory  provision.  Emancipation 
is  the  mere  act  of  the  owner;  it  is  merely  a  re- 
*  united  and  subject  to  the  society  without  partici-  |  linquishment  of  his  claim  to  the  services  ot  the 
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negro ;  it  gives  freedom  to  the  slave,  but  it  is  not 
competent  for  the  owner,  a  single  individual,  by 
any  act  of  his,  to  constitute  him  a  citizen.  This 
must  be  the  work  of  the  society  at  large.  There 
cannot  be  a  stronger  illustration  of  this  than  that 
the  right  and  form  of  the  manumission  of  slaves 
is  everywhere  a  matter  of  State  regulation ;  under 
which  they  confer  on  the  manumitted  slaves  only 
the  rights  of  free  negroes,  not  of  citizens,  distin- 
guishing between  the  two  conditions,  and  creating 
a  liability  on  the  owner  to  support  the  negro,  if 
at  any  period  of  his  life  he  should  become  unable 
to  support  himself.  This  would  never  be,  if  by 
the  act  of  manumission  the  negro  were  admitted 
to  the  rights  of  a  citizen^  for  in  that  case  it  would 
be  the  duty  of  the  society  at  large  to  provide  for 
his  age  and  infirmities,  and  they  would  have  no 
power  to  impose  the  obligation  exclusively  upon 
the  owner,  it  is  because  he  can  neither  incorpo- 
rate with,  nor  attain  to  any  rank  in  the  society, 
whereby  his  means  and  inducements  to  provide 
for  himself  are  diminished,  that  the  owner  is  not 
suffered  to  cast  him  loose  upon  the  community 
without  becoming  responsible  for  his  maintenance. 
Sir,  the  doctrine  is  confirmed  by  the  experience  of 
all  history. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  Hemphill)  has  referred  us  to  Coopers  JuMi- 
nian  to  prove,  that  among  the  Romans  a  freedman, 
by  the  act  of  freedom,  became  a  Roman  citizen. 
But  the  gentleman  overlooked  the  declaration  of 
his  author,  that  this  was  the  case  only  by  the  ex- 
press provision  of  the  Justinian  Cocle,  and  that 
until  that  time  the  act  of  freedom  conferred  no 
such  privilege.  Until  then  the  three  conditions  of 
bondman,  freedman,  and  citizen,  were  distinctly 
marked;  the  second  being  the  middle  condition 
between  the  first  and  last,  equally  removed  from 
the  disabilities  of  the  one,  and  the  privileges  of  the 
other.  The  gentleman's  authority,  therefore,  es- 
tablishes the  position  directly  against  him.  But, 
I  ask,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  analogy  there  is  between 
the  Roman  slaves  and  those  with  whom  this  coun- 
try is  unhappily  afflicted?  Among  the  Romans 
the  bondman  wore  the  same  color  with  the  free 
population,  and  was  no  otherwise  distinguishable 
from  the  rest  of  the  community  than  by  his  sub- 

i'ection  to  his  master;  when  his  shackles  were 
oosened,  he  readily  mixed  with  his  fellow  men 
like  a  drop  added  to  the  stream,  and  floated  on  with 
the  mass  of  the  community  to  a  common  destiny. 
But  very  different  is  the  unhappy  African  race 
within  the  United  States.  Their  servitude  is  not 
their  only  distinguishable  feature ;  they  never  can 
mingle  or  assimilate  with  the  white  population, 
more  than  oil  with  water.  The  liberation  of  the 
slave  from  his  master  pushes  him  from  the  shore, 
on  an  element  where  lie  is  a  stranger,  on  which 
he  can  make  but  little  progress.  He  requires  to 
be  tutored,  and  disciplined,  and  guarded,  to  fit  him 
for  the  humble  enjoyments  which  are  afforded 
him.  His  interests  are  dissimilar  with  those  of 
the  whites;  he  sees  them  enjoying  rights  and  ad- 
vantages to  which  he  can  never  attain  ;  his  road 
to  preferment  is  blocked  up,  and  he  passes  on  his 
journey  without  any  common  interest  with  those 


about  him.  It  is  for  this,  among  other  reasons, 
sir,  that  the  institutions  of  this  country  have  never 
imitated  the  Justinian  Code. 

I  will  not  stop  to  notice  more  particularly  than 
has  been  done  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Barbour,)  the  stale  argument  derived  from 
the  abstract  doctrines  announced  in  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence,  and  the  comprehensive  ex- 
pression of  "  We  the  people,"  prefixed  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  Broad  as  they  ap- 
pear, every  one  knows  they  were  limited.  They 
did  not  include  the  slaves,  nor  the  Indians,  because 
they  referred  only  to  those  who  were  members  of 
our  civil  community;  and,  if  my  position  be  cor- 
rect, for  the  same  reason  they  had  no  allusion  to 
the  free  negroes  in  the  country.  It  is  impossible 
they  could  have  had,  when  in  those  States  in 
which  these  declarations  are  the  fullest,  free  ne- 
groes were  expressly  excluded  from  the  advantages 
of  their  naturalization  laws. 

If,  then,  no  positive  law  has  incorporated  these 
people  with  the  civil  society,  but  on  the  contrary 
has  discountenanced  it,  who  will  contend  that  it 
has  ever  been  accomplished  by  the  usage  and  cus- 
tom of  the  country  ? 

Usage  and  custom  are  chiefly  the  result  of  our 
feeling,  if  not  our  conscience,  and  are  seldom  in 
opposition  to  both.  There  is  no  instance  in  his- 
tory of  any  attempt  at  a  mixture  with  white  and 
black  ;  the  natural  sense  and  feeling  of  all  nations 
have  been  universally  averse  to  it,  and  in  any 
country  where  there  is  found  a  weaker  caste  of 
people,  who  cannot,  by  any  possibility,  mix  and 
assimilate  in  common  with  the  stronger,  their 
rights  can  never  be  the  same.  Does  not  the  cus- 
tom of  our  country  prove  it  to  be  so?  I  speak 
now  of  the  fact ;  of  what  is,  rather  than  of  what 
ought  to  be.  Is  any  one  prepared  say,  that 
there  is  a  State  in  the  Union  in  which  the  white 
and  the  black  population  actually  enioy  or  claim 
equal  rights?  It  is  said,  to  be  sure,  tnat  in  one  or 
two,  the  bills  of  rights  make  no  discrimination ; 
but  in  these,  what  construction  have  the  usage 
and  custom  and  laws  put  upon  these  abstract  de- 
clarations ?  In  some  we  have  seen  that  they  do 
not  confer  the  fundamental  right  of  being  natu- 
ralized. And  where  can  they  boldly  claim  the 
enjoyment  of  equal  rights,  in  defiance  of  the  local 
authority  ?  It  is  said,  too,  that  in  one  or  two 
States  they  are  allowed  to  vote,  and  some  have 
voted.  But  I  have  shown  you  that  the  right  to 
vote  is  no  test  of  citizenship ;  it  is  dependent  on 
legislative  favor,  in  part,  and  may  be  conferred  on 
aliens  and  others,  and  taken  away  again,  if  it  be 
not  founded  on  the  claim  of  citizenship ;  and  there- 
fore, if  the  free  negroes  only  exercise  it  as  a  mat- 
ter of  grace  merely,  it  gives  them  no  claim  to 
Federal  immunities.  What,  sir,  is  the  evidence 
of  this  right  of  voting?  In  how  many  instances 
has  it  been  exercised  ?  In  all  the  political  strug- 
gles to  which  the  States  have  been  doomed,  where 
IS  the  wildest  partisan  who  has  stemmed  the  in- 
dignant sense  of  the  community  by  enlisting 
electors  from  such  ranks  ?  Sir,  if  it  exist,  it  is  in 
theory ;  if  exerted,  it  is  by  stealth,  as  if  appre- 
hensive of  its   legitimacy;  it  is  not  commonly 
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practised ;  for  the  usage  and  custom  of  society 
aie  against  it.  From  what  does  thLs  result,  sir  ? 
From  every  man's  own  sense  of  the  insuperable 
disparity  which  exists  between  white  and  black, 
as  to  every  qualification  on  which  the  right  of 
suffrage  is  founded.  The  white  man  looks  at  his 
associations,  civil  and  political ;  he  reflects  upon 
the  history  of  his  municipal  institutions ;  he  sur- 
veys the  relative  situation  of  the  black  to  the 
white  population ;  he  knows  the  unhappy  condi- 
tion from  which  the  unfortunate  African  has 
emerged;  and  whithersoever  he  turns,  he  finds 
the  actual  condition  of  things  marked  by  a  line  of 
discrimination  stronger  and  more  durable  than 
laws  of  brass  or  iron.  Founded  in  the  natural 
sense  of  the  community,  it  has  become  the  com- 
mon law  of  the  land.  If  usage  and  custom  have 
conferred  equal  rights,  where  have  these  people 
held  oflSces,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest? 
Where  even  have  they  been  admitted  with  whites 
as  members  of  petty  incorporations  ?  If  they 
have  never  exercised,  how  can  they  claim  the 
right  by  usage  7  And,  sir,  their  exclusion  from 
these  is  not  the  result  of  incapacity,  or  the  hum- 
bleness of  their  station :  for  the  poorest  white 
man  often  fills  some  office  of  trust  and  profit ;  but 
it  is  the  result  of  other  and  deeper  causes. 

Sir,  a  different  and  common  usage  and  custom 
lie  at  the  foundation  of  all  our  legislative  provis- 
ions, in  regard  to  these  people ;  and  the  laws  of 
the  States  haire  come  in  aid,  and  gone  in  advance 
of  this  usage  and  custom  ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  re- 
mind  the  gentleman   from   Pennsylvania,   (Mr. 
Hemphill^)  who  attempted  to  found  an  argument 
upon  the  supposed  necessity  of  legislative  interfer- 
ettce,  that  it  has  never  been  resorted  to,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  curtailing  rights  which  did  not  apper- 
tain to  these  people  as  citizens,  but  belonged  to 
them  in  common  with  aliens  and  residents  merely. 
All  freemen  have  the  capacity  to  be  witnesses, 
jurors,  and  to  serve  in  the  militia ;  but,  in  most  of 
the  States,  these  are  denied  to  free  negroes  by  the 
municipal  laws.     These  regulations  do  not  make, 
they  are  founded  on  the  previous  discrimination 
existing  in  fact ;  they  are  called  for  by  the  feelings 
of  society.     Why  cannot  a  free  negro  be  a  witness 
against  a  white  man,  as  a  foreigner  or  an  Indian 
may  ?    It  is  because  the  custom  or  society,  having 
drawn  a  discrimination  between  the  white  and 
the  black,  disparaging  to  the  latter,  the  law  deems 
it  safe  and  wise  to  deprive  him  of  the  means  of 
gratifying  feelings  which  such  a  condition  might 
engender.     Some  of  these  disabilities,  it  is  true, 
are  found  in  some  only  of  the   States;  but  the 
most  important  one  is  found  in  all,  rooted  in  the 
heart  of  the  people,  and  enforced  by  the  laws.    In 
no  State  of  the  Union  is  intermarriage  between 
white  and  black  permitted.     There  are  few  men, 
as  I  hope,  that  would  not  revolt  at  such  a  union, 
and  I  know  of  no  state  of  society  in  which  such 
a  connexion  would  not  be  indignantly  reprobated; 
but  yet,  to  guard  against  the  possibility  of  a  dif- 
ferent feeling,  the  laws  come  in  aid  of  and  enforce 
the  prohibition.     If  these  people  form  a   part  of 
the  civil  society,  which,  in  such  a  case,  would  be 
composed  of  a  motley  population  consisting  of  all 


the  variety  of  color,  and  if  they  are  entitled  to 
claim  equal  rights,  by  what  authority  can  the  right 
of  forming  a  marriage  contract  be  annulled?  Sir, 
this  fact  proves  the  whole  argument  It  not  only 
shows  that  these  people  are  not  members  of  the 
civil  community,  but  that  they  can  never  become 
so,  because  the  strong  sense  of  the  community  is 
against  it ;  it  closes  the  only  legitimate  avenue  to 
their  amalgamation  ;  it  strengthens  and  sanctifies 
the  moral  feelings  of  society ;  it  keeps  the  black 
man  forever  without  its  bosom,  and  perpetuates 
his  discrimination.  But,  sir,  it  proves  yet  more ; 
it  is  conclusive  to  show  that  the  rights  of  these 
people,  in  every  part  of  the  Union,  are  dependent 
upon,  and,  in  fact,  the  creatures  of  local  jurisdic- 
tion and  municipal  policy.  But  one  of  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Pennsylvania  (^Mr.  Hemphill)  has 
been  pleased  to  say,  that  if  the  black  man  cannot 
marry  with  the  white,  so  the  white  man  cannot 
marry  with  the  black,  and  gravely  inferred  that, 
therefore,  the  whites  could  not  be  citizens !  This 
observation  might,  indeed,  rather  afford  matter  for 
amusement,  than  of  sober  reply ;  but,  as  I  deem 
the  latter  unnecessary,  I  will  not  consume  time  in 
indulging  the  former.  The  same  gentleman  re- 
marks, that  these  people  labor  and  are  taxed,  and 
thus  contribute  to  the  wealth  of  the  nation  ;  but 
surely  the  gentleman  cannot  suppose  that  these 
are  among  the  rights  or  characteristics  of  citizens! 
they  are  incident  to  the  emigrant  as  to  the  citizen, 
and  to  the  aliens  and  civilized  Indians  in  common 
with  the  free  negroes  in  the  United  States;  and, 
the  gentleman  ought  to  remember  that  while  the 
free  negro  can  labor  and  be  taxed,  he  is  denied  the 
equal  privilege  of  managing  and  holding  office  in 
common  with  the  alien,  the  resident,  and  other 
inhabitants  merely. 

I  assume  the  position,  then,  as  proved,  that,  at 
the  formation  ol  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  the  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  were  not 
entitled  to  equal  rights  ;  they  were  in  the  nature 
of  perpetual  inhabitants,  and  the  objects  of  local 
municipalities.  This  was  their  country,  because 
they  had  no  claim  to  any  other,  and  their  claim 
to  residence  grew  out  of  the  fact  that  they  had 
been  brought  here  by  the  whites,  against  their 
will,  and  became,  on  that  account,  entitled  to  pro- 
tection and  the  other  rights  of  perpetual  inhabi- 
tants ;  all  of  which,  however,  are  confined  to  the 
particular  State  of  whose  territory  they  are  the 
inhabitants. 

If  such  were  their  condition,  then,  it  is  impos- 
sible that  It  could  have  been  changed  since;  the 
naturalization  system  of  the  United  States  being 
confined  to  whites.  Now,  sir,  the  rule  is,  as  I  have 
already  shown,  that  the  issue  follows  the  condition 
of  their  fathers;  and  the  children  of  the  free  ne- 
groes, though  born  in  the  United  States,  have  no 
greater  rights  than  those  which  belonged  to  their 
lathers.  This  is  the  law  of  nature,  and  applies  to 
these  people  now,  unless  it  has  been  altered  by 
some  positive  law  or  by  common  custom.  The 
British  Constitution  and  the  naturalization  law  of 
the  United  States,  have,  I  admit,  departed  from 
this  rule ;  but  the  latter  is  expressly  confined  in  all 
its  provisions  to  white  persons ;  and  as  it  was  ne- 
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cessary  to  make  the  positive  variation  in  regard  to 
them,  the  inference  would  appear  to  be  inevitable 
that  the  rule  remained  in  force,  with  regard  to  all 
others.  The  rule  of  the  British  system  never  did 
apply,  and  for  the  plainest  of  reasons.  That  sys- 
tem, consisting  of  a  train  of  immemorial  usages, 
and  customs,  and  of  acts  of  Parliament,  did  not 
apply  to  their  colonies,  only  so  far  as  they  were 
immediately  applicable  to  tneir  situation,  or  actu- 
ally adopted  by  them  in  practice  Now,  this  pro- 
vision of  the  British  Constitution  was  wholly  in- 
applicable to  these  colonies,  as  it  respects  their 
black  population.  In  England  it  had  reference 
only  to  a  white  population ;  it  knew  no  mixture, 
and  it  never  contemplated  any. 

But,  if  it  could  have  applied,  it  never  was  adopted 
in  practice,  but  expressly  excluded  and  repudiated 
in  all  the  States.  There  is  no  instance  in  which 
the  laws  or  custom  have  discriminated  between 
the  free  negro  by  emancipation,  and  his  issue  born 
in  the  United  States ;  no  instance  in  which  the 
issue  have  enjoyed  greater  rights,  by  usage,  than 
their  progenitors;  they  have  always  been  placed 
upon  the  same  footing. 

The  same  causes  which  begat  the  discrimina- 
tion as  to  one  generation,  have  perpetuated  it,  and 
will  continue  to  do  so  in  every  other.  I  have  not 
entered  into  a  discussion  of  the  right  of  all  this, 
but  have  argued  from  the  fact.  I  have  set  the 
universal  usages  of  society  against  the  abstract 
doctrine  of  equality,  which  is  nowhere  actually 
practised.  But,  sir,  I  should  not  shrink  from  the 
inquiry,  if  I  deemed  it  necessary  to  be  pursued.  I 
am  an  advocate  for  some  discrimination.  I  am 
an  enemy  to  slavery ;  if  I  had  the  power,  and 
could  do  so  consistently  with  the  safety  of  the 
white  population,  I  would  wipe  it  out  of  our  his- 
tory ;  but  I  never  will  agree  to  put  the  white  and 
black  population  upon  an  equality,  or  to  destroy 
the  features  of  both,  by  the  vain  attempt  to  amal- 
gamate one  with  the  other  !  The  attempt  has 
never  been,  and  never  can  be  made ;  and  I  ask,  sir, 
if  we  were  now  forming  a  new  constitution,  would 
any  gentleman  consent  to  place  the  black  race 
upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  white?  Sir,  be- 
tween these  descriptions  of  men,  reason  and  na- 
ture have  drawn  a  line  of  discrimination  which 
never  can  be  effaced,  till  both  shall  be  compelled 
to  yield  to  the  law  of  force. 

The  prreat  question,  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  upon 
which  r  place  this  argument,  recurs — Was  it  the 
intention  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
to  confer  full  federal  rights  upon  this  description 
of  inhabitants  ?  "  The  citizens  of  each  State  shall 
be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of 
citizens  in  the  several  States."  The  precise  mean- 
ing of  this  provision  is  not  entirely  free  from  ob- 
scurity ;  and  some  doubts  once  existed  whether  the 
immunities  to  be  enjoyed  were  those  of  the  State 
from  which  the  citizen  removed,  or  of  that  to 
which  he  emigrated,  though  it  seems  now  to  be 
settled  that  the  latter  is  the  true  import. 

One  thing,  however,  is  clear,  that  it  does  not 
secure  the  right  of  only  settling  in  a  State,  which 
is  involved  rather  as  an  incident  than  a  principal 
immunity   in   the  general   grant.     It  secures  all 


privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  State, 
and  includes  the  right  of  emigration,  as  necessa- 
rily incident  to  the  euioyment  of  these  immuni- 
ties. But,  sir,  it  could  never  have  designed  to 
secure  this  right  of  emigration  and  settling  in  a 
State,  to  a  class  of  pereons  who  could  not  be  enti- 
tled, after  they  got  there,  to  all  the  immunities  to 
which  it  led.  It  could  never  have  designed  to 
authorize  a  man  to  settle  in  a  State,  when  the  ten- 
ure and  extent  of  his  privileges  depended  upon  the 
will  of  the  municipal  authority ;  and  if  I  have 
succeeded  in  showing  such  to  be  the  nature  of  the 
privileges  enjoyed  by  the  free  negroes  and  mulat- 
toes, the  deduction  would  be  inevitable.  If  the 
free  negro  of  New  York,  on  the  allegation  of  citi- 
zenship by  the  mere  exercise  of  partial  and  gratu- 
itous rights  there,  can  claim  to  go  to  Virginia,  he 
would  be  entitled,  on  his  arrival,  to  all  the  privi- 
leges and  immunities  of  white  citizens  there, 
though  he  had  previously  enjoyed  fewer  rights 
than  the  whites  in  New  York.  Such  a  meaning, 
however,  would  be  too  preposterous  to  ascribe  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  It  is  un- 
reasonable to  conclude  that  the  Constitution  ever 
meant  to  alter  the  condition  of  the  black  popula- 
tion, or  to  interfere  with  the  municipal  authorities 
over  them,  so  as  to  place  all  the  States  at  the 
mercy  of  a  dissolute,  neterogeneous  population  of 
any  one.  Can  it  be  supposed  that  the  States  would 
ever  have  entered  into  the  Union  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  allowing  the  free  negroes  in  New  York 
or  Massachusetts  to  be  placed  upon  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  whites,  in  States  whose  own  safety 
required  them  to  deny  similar  privileges  to  theut 
own  native  free  negroes  ?  Can  any  gentleman 
point  out  the  interest  which  the  Northern  States 
had  to  require  such  a  concession?  Everything 
connected  with  the  history  and  formation  of  the 
Government  proves  that  this  class  could  not  have 
been  contemplated.  The  Constitution  was  the 
work  of  States  composed  of  a  white  populatioix, 
and  designed  to  secure  their  interests  chiefly;  and 
to  such  of  these  who  had  perfect  rights  in  one 
State,  it  guarantied  the  immunities  in  any  other. 
It  was  intended  to  make  the  United  States  a  com- 
mon country  for  such  as  were  full  members  of  the 
particular  States.  At  that  time,  too,  the  condition 
of  the  free  blacks  w^as  known  to  be  as  I  have  al- 
ready described  it ;  they  were  known  to  be  a  dis- 
tinct class  everywhere,  and  the  creatures  of  local 
and  municipal  policy;  certainly  of  an  inferior 
order,  and  enjoying  such  rights  as  the  policy  of 
the  particular  State  might  think  proper  to  confer. 
They  were  everywhere  considered  as  inhabitants 
merely,  who  had  not  attained  to  the  condition  of 
citizens,  and  enjoyed  only  partially  the  privileges 
appertaining  to  the  former  class. 

The  language  of  the  old  Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion, and  the  variance  between  them  and  th« 
present  Constitution,  offer  the  best  illustration  of 
these  remarks.  The  fourth  article  of  the  former 
provided,  that  '•  The  better  to  secure  and  perpetu- 
'  ate  mutual  friendship  and  intercourse  among  the 
'  people  of  the  different  States,  the  free  inhabitants 
'  of  each  of  these  States,  paupers,  vagabonds,  and 
'  fugitives  from  justice  excepted,  shall  be  entitled  to 
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'  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  free  citizens  in 
'  the  sererafStates."  Thedoctrine  now  contended 
for  was  the  precise  evil  experienced  under  the  old 
Articles,  and  led  to  the  limited  phraseology  in  the 
present  Constitution.  This  is  demonstrated  by 
every  commentator  upon  the  subject ;  and  Judge 
TucKer,  in  speaking  ot  this  very  clause  in  the  Ar- 
ticles of  Confederation,  says,  "  It  seems  to  be  a  con- 
'  struction  scarcely  avoidable,  and  those  who  come 

*  under  the  denommation  of '  free  inhabitants'  of  a 

*  State,  (although  not  citizens  of  such  State,) 
'  were  entitled  in  every  other  State  to  all  theprivi- 

*  leges  of  free  citizens  of  the  latter;  that  is,  greater 
»  privileges  than  they  may  be  entitled  to  in  their 
'  own  State.   Our  free  negroes,  for  example,  though 

*  not  entitled  to  the  right  of  suffrage  in  Virginia, 
^  might, by  removingintoanotherState,acquire that 

*  rignt  there;  and  persons  of  tiiesame  description, 

*  removing  from  any  other  State  into  this,  might 

*  be  supposed  to  acquire  the  same  right  here,  in 

*  virtue  of  that  article,  though  native  born  negroes 
'  are  undoubtedly  incapable  of  it,  under  our  con- 
'  stitution."  To  avoid  thi>:  construction,  the  pre- 
sent constitution  omitted  the  words  "  free  inhabit- 
ants," and  substituted  "  citizens,"  evidently  refer- 
ring to  those  only  who  were  entitled  to  full  rights 
in  their  own  State. 

In  immediate  connexion  with  this,  is  the  power 
in  Congress  to  pass  uniform  laws  of  naturaliza- 
tion. The  Constitution  having  secured  to  the 
citizens  of  each  State  all  the  immunities  of  citizens 
in  the  several  States,  it  became  necessary  to  vest 
the  exclusive  power  of  making  citizens  in  the 
Greneral  Government,  in  which  all  the  States 
should  have  a  voice,  to  avoid  the  very  improper 
power  in  one  State  of  making  citizens  in  every 
other.  This  power  is  clearly  exclusive,  and  the 
States  have  no  longer  any  power  to  create  citizens 
in  the  sense  of  the  Constitution.  They  may  make 
denizens,  and  extend  their  local  rights  to  aliens, 
to  Indians,  or  to  free  negroes ;  but  these  give  no 
claim  to  federal  rights,  which  belong  only  to  full 
citizens.  Congress  have  excluded  this  power,  and 
by  confining  it  exclusively  to  whites,  they  have 
given  the  clearest  exposition  of  its  latitude.  The 
applicant  for  naturalization  must  also  show  a  cer- 
tain residence  within  some  particular  State,  by 
"which  he  becomes  identified  with  it,  and  not,  as 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  fMr.  Hemp- 
hill) has  supposed,  because  of  his  residence  within 
the  United  States  generally.  This  ex|K)sition,  too, 
was  given  by  those  who  assisted  in  forming  the 
Constitution,  and  therefore  knew  the  scope  of  its 
provisions.  It  is  is  impossible  to  suppose  that  the 
power  to  naturalize  blacks  ever  could  have  been 
given,  for  it  was  at  once  repugnant  to  the  policy 
of  the  country,  and  the  nature  of  our  institutions. 
It  could  never  have  been  intended  to  authorize  the 
naturalization  of  a  class  of  people  who  were  alrea- 
dy a  burden  upon  the  nation,  and  who  could  not, 
by  any  possibility,  assimilate  with  our  society.  In 
the  execution  of  the  other  powers  vested  in  the 
General  Government,  Congress  equally  recognised 
the  disabilities  of  this  class  of  persons;  they  ex- 
cluded them  from  the  militia  of  the  States,  and 
prohibited  their  employment  as  drivers  of  stages 


carrying  the  mail.  Each  of  these  is  wholly  incon- 
sistent with  the  rights  of  citizenship,  especially  the 
former,  since  the  right  of  bearing  arms  is  the  high- 
est privilege  of  the  citizen.  We  have  been  inform- 
ed, however,  that  black  men  served  in  the  army 
during  the  late  war  and  received  bounty  land.  I 
know  not  how  this  fact  may  be,  but  be  it  as  it 
may,  it  proves  nothing  in  the  argument.  Since, 
if  they  were,  not  citizens  independent  of  this,  their 
services  in  the  army  and  their  title  to  land  could 
not  make  them  so.  Congress  may  sell  land  to 
aliens,  but  the  purchase  of  land  is  not  equivalent 
to  naturalization,  and  would  not  authorize  the 
purchaser  to  settle  in  a  State  in  violation  of  its 
laws.  The  fact  that  protections  have  been  issued 
to  free  negroes  from  the  custom-houses,  which  has 
also  been  mentioned,  is  not  more  important.  The 
protection  is  evidence  rather  of  birth  and  the 
claim  of  the  country  granting  it,  than  of  peculiar 
rights  of  citizenship,  and  is  designed  to  exempt 
the  party  from  the  claim  of  a  foreign  Power.  It 
would  be  given  to  an  Indian,  or  even  to  a  slave 
who  might  be  employed  in  our  maritime  service, 
and  who,  though  not  citizens  within  the  meaning 
of  our  Constitution,  would,  nevertheless,  l>e  enti- 
tled to  our  protection  whilst  engaged  in  our  service. 

Recurring  again  to  the  nature  of  the  provision 
in  the  Constitution,  I  beg  leave  to  ask,  if  any  in- 
stance can  be  named  in  which  the  free  negroes 
and  mulattoes  have  ever  been  permitted  to  claim 
federal  rights,  or  in  which  the  provision  has  altered 
or  controlled  the  local  authorities  over  that  class 
of  the  people  ?  I  venture  to  assert  there  is  none. 
On  the  contrary,  the  States  have  ever  since  con- 
tinued to  treat  them  in  all  respects  as  the  objects 
of  their  municipal  |>ower,  wholly  independent  of 
any  federal  control,  as  they  did  before  the  Union 
was  formed. 

In  Connecticut,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Louisiana,  Kentucky, 
Ohio,  Mississippi,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Alabama, 
these  people  are  excluded  from  the  right  of  suffrage, 
and  many  civil  privileges,  to  which,  in  common 
with  aliens,  they  would  have  been  entitled,  but 
for  the  municipal  regulations.  In  Pennsylvania 
thev  cannot  be  jurors,  their  abstract  right  of  voting 
is  illuded,  and  I  have  heard  it  stated  that  they  are 
not  permitted  to  be  educated  in  public  schools  with 
the  whites,  and  are  prohibited  from  keeping  public 
houses,  regulations  applied  to  the  emigrant  negro 
in  common  with  the  native. 

Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  Ohio,  and  Illinois,  have  each  passed  laws 
similar  to  that  proposed  to  be  enacted  in  Missouri. 
In  Delaware,  Maryland,  Ohio,  and  Illinois,  the 
laws  have  been  passed  since  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  The  constitu- 
tions of  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Mississippi,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Louisiana,  and  Alabama,  containing  these 
discriminations  incorporated  in  their  fundamental 
policy,  have  been  before  Congress,  and  received 
their  sanction. 

In  no  State  in  the  Union  i>  there  any  discrimi- 
nation between  the  native  and  emigrant  negro. 
In  all  of  these  States  the  laws  have  been  executed, 
and,  in  many,  have  passed  under  judicial  cogni- 
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zance,  and  in  none  has  the  right  to  pass  them 
ever  been  questioned. 

I  do  not  refer  to  these  examples  to  constitute 
right  out  of  wrong,  but  to  show  the  practical  ex- 
position which  this  clause  ia  the  Constitution  has 
uniformly  received,  at  all  times,  and  under  all 
circumstances.     I  ask,  sir,  if  there  can  possibly  be 
a  better  or  sounder  interpretation  of  the  principles 
of  our  Constitution  than  that  which  has  been  con- 
temporaneous with  the  Government,  developed  by 
its  founders,  and  practised  and  acquiesced  in  by 
the  whole  nation  from  the  very  foundation  of  the 
Government?    Sir,  I  hold  that  it  would  be  con- 
clusive before  any  tribunal  who  could  be  called 
upon  to  adjudge  the  case.     But  the  doctrine  now, 
for  the  first  time,  advocated,  and  by  gentlemen 
who  certainly  do  not  understand  our  Constitution 
better  than  those  by  whom  it  was  made,  and  act- 
ing under  feelings  of  no  ordinary  character,  de- 
nounces all   this,  and   unsettles   the  established 
usage  and  laws  of  more  than  half  of  the  States  in 
the  Union !     Why  does  Connecticut,  in  her  con- 
stitution, made  but  the  other  day,  prohibit  blacks, 
without  distinction,  from  voting,  if  the  free  ne- 
groes of  New  York  or  Massachusetts  may  go  there 
and  claim  all  the  immunities  of  citizens,  ot  which 
the  right  of  suffrage  is  one?     Sir,  I  desire  to  be 
pointed  to  the  State  who  will  consent,  upon  the 
arrival  of  any  number  of  these  people  from  another 
State,  to  renounce  a  course  of  policy  intimately 
connected  with   her   safety,   obliterate  from  her 
constitution  the  feature  she  most  values,  and  place 
them  upon  an  equal  footing  with  her  white  j)opu- 
lation?     In   Delaware,  we  exclude  them   from 
voting,  they  cannot  serve  on  juries,  they  cannot 
be  witnesses  against  whites ;  we  have  found  this 
policy  necessary  for  our  safety ;  it  is  rooted  in  the 
feelings  of  the  great  mass  of  our  population,  and 
in  the  nature  of  our  institutions,  civil  and  political, 
and,  for  one,  I  will  never  consent  to  relinquish  it. 

Have  gentlemen  contemplated  the  consequences 
that  are  to  flow  from  the  establishment  of  this 
doctrine,  and  are  they  prepared  to  brave  them? 
Do  they  reflect  upon  the  degraded  condition  in 
which  the  state  of  society  has  placed  these  peo- 
ple, and  are  they  willing  suddenly  to  elevate  ihem 
to  the  enioyment  of  equal  civil  and  political 
rights?  When  following  in  the  train  of  some 
political  zealot,  they  may  become  the  instruments 
of  the  worst  ambition.  But,  sir,  will  these  people 
wait  for  the  incitement  of  others  ?  Will  they  not 
claim  for  themselves  equal  political  immunities, 
by  which,  however  unwilling  you  may  be  to  give 
them  civil  and  social  privileges,  they  will  wrest 
them  from  you.  Sir,  if  the  Constitution  of  the 
Union  ever  meant  to  lead  to  such  consequences,  it 
contains  within  itself  the  germ  of  its  own  disso- 
lution. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  one  of  the  gentlemen  from 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Sergeant)  disavows  the  doc- 
trine in  this  extent ;  he  claims,  indeed,  for  these 
people  only  the  humble  privilege  of  setting  their 
ieet  on  the  soil.  He  seems  to  admit,  that  after  the 
free  negro  is  in  the  State,  he  must  be  subject  to 
her  discriminating  policy.  In  this  admission,  the 
gentleman  surrenders  tne  whole  argument,  and 


betrays  the  poverty  of  his  case.  I  have  shown  you, 
sir,  that  the  right  to  emigrate  is  an  incident,  and 
not  the  principal  immunity,  and  in  seeking  this 
privilege,  humble  as  he  denominates  it,  he  cannot 
have  it  until  he  establishes  his  claim  to  all  others. 
He  only  can  claim  to  emigrate  who  is  entitled, 
when  he  does  so,  to  all  the  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties of  a  citizen — to  those  of  which  the  gentleman 
admits  the  State  may  deprive  him.  Think  you, 
sir,  that  the  Constitution  gave  the  naked  right  of 
emigration  to  be  fruitful  only  of  harm?  But,  if 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  claims  only  this 
humble  privilege,  is  he  sure  that  they  for  whom  he 
asserts  it  will  be  equally  modest  ?  Sir,  the  doc- 
trine once  established  by  the  National  Legislature, 
it  will  be  impossible  to  limit  its  progress;  and  the 
honorable  gentleman  could  not  offer  a  stronger 
proof  of  the  fallacy  of  his  argument  than  that, 
when  carried  to  its  legitimate  extent ;  nay,  to  the 
only  sound  basis  on  which  it  can  rest,  if  at  all,  it 
conducts  him  to  a  precipice  from  which  he  is 
obliged  to  retreat  in  dismay  ! 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  this  privilege  of  setting 
one's  foot  on  the  soil  be  the  only  one  claimed,  it 
is,  indeed,  an  humble,  nay,  a  miserable  one  !    The 
privilege  of  going  to  a  State  to  be  degraded  and 
disfranchised  ;  to  oe  stripped  of  every  civil  and  po- 
litical immunity  !     Who  does  not  see  that  it  puts 
it  into  the  power  of  a  State  to  convert  into  an  in- 
jury that  which  was  intended  for  a  benefit?    If, 
after  these  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  go  to  Mis- 
souri, the  local  authorities  can  render  them  subor- 
dinate to  the  whites,  if  they  can  rightfully  exclude 
them  from  a  participation  in  all  civil  and  political 
immunities;  and  if,  in  doing  so,  she  indirectly  ac- 
complishes ihe  object  of  her  present  constitution, 
consults  her  own  necessities,  and  imitates  the  ex- 
ample of  her  sister  States,  for  what  is  all  this  strug- 
gle ;  for  what  is  the  Union  now  shaken  to  its  cen- 
tre?    I  ask,  again,  sir,  if  such  were  the  privileges 
and  immunities  contemplated  by  the  Constitution, 
or  if  such  a   race  were  ever  included  within  its 
provisions  ?    How  many  would  go  to  Missouri 
upon  such  terras?    How  many,  I  ask,  would  go 
there,  upon  any  terras,  from  thosj  States  in  which 
alone  it  is  pretended  they  can  be  citizens?    And 
for  what  and  for  whom,  then,  are  we  contending? 
Why  shall  we  force  Missouri  to  adopt  a  policy 
which  the  other  States  will  not  practice  or  ac- 
knowledge?   Nay,  why  force  upon  her  an  evil 
which  every  other  State  is  aiming  to  shake  off? 
Why  compel  her  to  receive  a  population  which 
cannot  assimilate  with  her  citizens ;  which  retard 
the  growth  and  prosperity  of  her  empire ;  which 
are  dangerous  to  her  peace,  and  quiet,  and  safety, 
and  upon  which  she  must  heap  odious  and  con- 
tinued disabilities,  as  the  lesser  evil  ?    It  is  at  most 
a  contest  about  an  abstract  right,  which  can  lead 
to  no  practical  result;   for,  if  the  objectionable 
clause  were  expunged,  the  power  of  the  State  would 
remain,  and  might  be  exercised  in  legislative  pro- 
visions, wholly  oeyond  our  control. 

Is  there  any  thing,  then,  sir,  in  this  objection 
worth  the  consequences  we  are  hazarding  ?  To 
speak  of  nothing  more,  is  it  worth  the  feelings  and 
excitement  to  which  it  is  likely  to  give  rise  here. 
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over  the  Unioa,  and  in  Missouri  1    I  fear  no  vio- 1 
lence  in  Missouri,  and  if  any  should  exist,  I  trust  j 
it  would  carry  with  it  its  own  remedy.     But,  sir,  I 
I  fear  the  weakening  of  public  confidence  more  I 
than  any  thing  else,  by  the  frequent  jarrings  and 
irritation  to  which  this  fatal  question  is  likely  to 
expose  us.     The  confidence  of  the  people  of  this 
country  in  the  justice  and  magnanimity  of  the  i 
General  GJovernment,  as  well  as  in  its  protection,  ; 
is  the  great  rock  of  the  Union,  and  with  it  must 
all  the  foundations  of  its  strength  be  swept  away,  i 
I  look,  also,  sir,  to  the  confidence  which  the  people 
of  Missouri  should  have  in  the  justice  of  the  Na- 
tional Government.     Sir,  those  people  must,  at  i 
some  time,  and  at  no  distant  day,  be  admitted  into 
this  Union.     They  cannot  be  kept  out,  (for  I  will 
not  yet  believe  that  the  present  objection  is  but  a 
pretext,  and  that  when  that  is  removed  some  new 
obstacle  will  be  interposed ;)  and  is  it  not  impor- 
tant, sir,  that  these  pe^le  should  enter  the  Union,  , 
confiding  in  your  justice,  and  without  the  remem- 
brance of  injury  ?     If  it  be,  of  one  thing  I  am  cer- 
tain— that  such  a  temper  will  not  be  produced,  i 
nor  will  the  public  tranquillity  be  promoted  by  the 
fruitless  attempt  to  force  the  recognition  of  techni- 
cal, abstract  notions  against  the  uniform  sense  and  { 
practice  of  the  whole  community. 

When  Mr.  McLanc  had  taken  his  seal — 

Mr.  Mallary,  of  Vermont,  observed,  that  he 
was  conscious  of  his  small  claims  to  the  indulgence 
of  the  House,  while  he  presented  his  views  on  the 
subject  which  engaged  its  attention.  He  trusted, 
however,  some  excuse  would  be  found  in  the  in- 
teresting character  of  the  question  to  be  decided. 

The  measure  proposed  is  calculated  to  effect  the 
privileges  of  a  part  of  the  people  of  that  section  of 
the  Union  to  which  I  belong,  said  Mr.  M.,  and 
particularly  of  the  State  of  which  I  am  a  Repre- 
sentative. 1  feci  myself  under  the  highest  obliga- 
tion to  assert,  feebly  as  it  may  be,  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  those  whom  the  institutions  of  other 
States,  as  well  as  my  own,  declare  to  be  their  citi- 
zens. Such  as  they  recognise  as  deserving  their 
protecting  care,  I  hope  I  shall  be  ever  ready  and 
willing  to  defend. 

It  has  been  declared  by  some  one,  on  the  floor  of 
this  House,  that  Missouri  was  an  independent  State 
when  she  declared  it  expedient  to  form  a  consti- 
tution and  government.  By  others  it  is  maintained 
that  she  was  a  State  when  her  convention  adopted 
the  constitution  which  has  been  presented  to  us  for 
acceptance.  The  authority  for  this  is  found,  it  is 
said,  in  the  first  section  of  the  law  of  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress. 

The  first  section  declares,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
that  portion  of  Missouri  Territory,  intended  to  be 
formed  into  a  State,  are  authorized  to  form  for 
themselves  a  constitution  and  State  government ; 
and  said  State,  when  formed,  shall  be  admitted 
into  the  Union.  Let  us  inquire  what  authority  is 
here  conveyed  to  the  people  of  Missouri,  and  whe- 
ther it  has  been  obeyed.  By  this  section  the  in- 
habitants of  the  territory  may  form  a  constitution  ; 
but  they  have  no  power  to  transfer  this  authority 
to  others.  Nor  by  this  section  are  any  conditions 
or  restrictions  required.     Did  the  constitution  of 


Missouri  contain  no  restriction  on  the  sovereign 
powers  of  a  State  ?  Had  its  framers  refused  to  se- 
cure to  the  Union  its  rights  to  the  public  lands? 
would  they  have  found  a  justification  in  the  sec- 
tion alluded  to?  Sir^doyou  there  find  that  Con- 
gress demanded  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri  to 
provide,  in  her  constitution,  that  the  Mississippi 
and  the  navigable  waters  leading  into  the  same, 
should  be  common  highways,  and  forever  free  to 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States?  And  did  not 
her  constitution  contain  such  conditions,  would 
this  House  hesitate  a  single  moment  to  reject  it  1 
I  am  sure  it  would  not  find  a  single  advocate  for 
acceptance.  But  if  Missouri  could  rely  on  the 
first  section  of  that  law,  all  that  a  sovereign  State 
could  claim  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  she  would  have  demanded.  Congress 
must  have  been  silent. 

Hence,  sir,  the  necessity  of  recurring  to  the 
whole  of  the  law  of  the  last  session,  and  ascertain 
what  are  its  different  provisions.  The  first  section 
might  be  considered  as  a  general  power,  modified 
by  the  subsequent  requirements  of  the  same  law. 
The  whole  must  be  considered  as  operating  to- 
gether. 

The  third  section  declares  the  qualifications  of 
the  inhabitants,  who  may  choose  representatives 
to  the  convention  of  Missouri.     Those  only,  whom 
the  law  designated,  were  allowed  the  right  of  suf- 
frage.    All  of  the  inhabitants  were  not  allowed 
I  that  privilege.     The  general  right  was  restricted. 
!      The  fourth  section  prescribes  the  power  of  the 
convention.      The  convention   could    determine 
:  the  question,  whether  it  was  expedient  to  form  a 
I  constitution.     If  it  decided  that  it  was  expedient, 
'  the  act  declared  that  "  the  convention  shall  be, 
I  '  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  form  a  constitution 
j  '  and  State  government — provided  that  the  same, 
'  whenever  formed,  shall  oe  republican,  and  not 
I  '  repugnant  to  the  Constitution   of  the    United 
I  '  States." 

The  convention  of  Missouri,  elected  pursuant 

j  to  the  third  article  of  the  act  referred  to,  proceeded, 

under  the  fourth,  and  adopted  the  constitution  now 

'  on  your  table.     Can  it  be  pretended,  with  a  shadow 

of  plausibility,  that  the  convention  may  accept  of 

I  what  conditions  they  please  and  reject  such  as  they 

I  dislike  ?     Shall  the  people  of  Missouri  take  all  the 

privileges    and    advantages   to   themselves,   and 

trample  under  foot  whatever  may  be  of  value  to 

the  nation  ? 

Thus,  sir,  I  have  endeavored  to  present  the  au- 
thority given  to  the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a 
constitution.  This  is  clearly  and  expressly  de- 
fined. It  is  under  the  unqualified  condition  that 
whatever  constitution  they  did  form,  it  should  be 
republican,  and  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  The  declaration  of  Con- 
gress was  explicit  and  decided  to  the  people  of 
Missouri,  that  if  they  chose  to  form  such  a  consti- 
tution, tney  had  the  power ;  if  they  refused  to 
comply.  Congress  must  be  absolved  from  every 
offer  which  had  been  made.  If  they  have  failed  to 
fulfil  those  requirements  which  were  demanded  by 
the  sovereign  power  of  this  Union,  their  acts  can 
have  no  binding  obligation.     Their  constitution  is 
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like  that  of  any  other  people,  formed  without 
knowledge  or  consent  of  Congress,  and  entitled  to 
no  more  indulgence. 

It  has  been  maintained  on  the  floor  of  this  House, 
that  Missouri,  at  the  time  her  convention  declared 
it  expedient  to  form  a  government,  became  an  in- 
dependent State.  It  seems  to  me,  sir,  that  a  mo- 
ment's reflection  will  carry  conviction  to  the  mind, 
that  this  is  unconditionally  incorrect.  I  ask,  what 
would  have  been  the  condition  of  Missouri,  if  the 
convention,  after  having  decided  that  it  was  ex- 
pedient to  form  a  constitution,  should  have  dis- 
solved without  forming  one  ?  Would  it  still  re- 
main a  State  ?  It  may,  without  hesitation,  be 
asserted,  that  she  would  not  possess  a  single  feature 
of  a  State  which  belongs  to  the  Union. 

Having  thus  seen  the  rights  and  powers  confer- 
red by  Congress  on  Missouri ;  having  seen  that 
her  privilege  depended  on  the  condition,  among 
others,  that  her  constitution  should  not  be  repug- 
nant to  that  of  the  United  States  ;  we  have  now 
to  ascertain  whether  her  convention  has  violated 
that  condition. 

Is  the  constitution  of  Missouri  repugnant  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Slates  ? 

By  the  twenty-sixih  section  of  the  constitution 
now  oflered  for  our  acceptance,  it  is  declared  that 
"  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
'  Missouri,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  pass  such  laws, 
'  as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  free  negroes  and 
'  mulattoes  from  coming  to,  and  settling  in,  this 
'  State,  under  any  pretext  icIuUsoever.^''  Language, 
clear,  precise,  and  energetic.  It  almost  seems  that 
it  was  feared  the  assembly  might  be  disposed  to 
relax  the  severity  of  that  inexorable  clause.  But 
to  prevent  the  possibility  of  disobedience,  we  find, 
not  the  common  declaration  of  duty  to  the  assem- 
bly, but  a  rigid  admonition,  not  to  disobey  under 
any  '■'■  pretext  vluUaoecn.'^'* 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  declares 
that  "  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled 
to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the 
several  States." 

Are  n^roes  and  mulattoes  the  citizens  of  any 
State.  If  so.  It  is  clear,  that  the  language  which 
has  been  repeated  from  the  constitution  of  Missouri, 
is  a  glaring  and  ofl'ending  violation  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States. 

An  honorable  member  from  Virginia,  jfMr. 
Archer,)  has  very  gallantly  avowed  himsell  the 
champion.of  State  rights.  I  consider,  with  him, 
that  it  should  constitute  a  crime  of  the  darkest  hue 
to  abandon  them  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  a 
duty  of  the  highest  order  to  preserve  from  violation 
those  which  belong  to  the  Union.  Those  rights 
which  have  not  been  surrendered  by  the  several 
States  to  the  General  Government  still  remain  in 
their  power.  Among  these,  the  right  of  a  State 
to  declare  who  of  its  own  inhabitants  may  be  its 
citizens  still  remains  unimpaired.  It  was  never 
given  up;  it  has  been  perpetually  exercised  by 
every  State,  as  one  of  its  most  valuable  preroga- 
tives. 

We  have  been  asked,  if  other  States  are  allowed 
to  declare  who  may  be  their  citizens,  shall  not 
Missouri  be  indulged  in  the  same  power  ?    She 


would  be  entitled  to  equal  privileges,  but  no  more. 
The  people  of  that  territory  may  maike  citizens  of 
whom  they  please,  among  themselves.  For  one, 
I  have  little  disposition  to  interfere.  But,  wheo 
they  attempt  to  disfranchise  those,  who  have  been 
made  the  citizens  of  other  States,  it  is  a  matter  of 
i  very  different  import.  This  privilege,  instead  of 
reducing  Missouri  to  a  state  "  of  pupilage,"  would 
elevate  her  to  the  rank  of  mistress  of  the  Union. 
The  other  States  must  then  bow  in  submission  to 
her  superior  power.  Sir,  no  Stale  in  the  Union 
would  presume  to  deprive  the  citizens  of  Missouri 
of  their  rights,  nor  will  they  with  composure  allow 
her  a  prerogative  which  they  disavow  for  them- 
selves. 

A  citizen  has  been  defined  by  a  member  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Barbolr,)  to  be  a  person  who 
enjoys  all  the  civil  rights  and  privileges  which 
others  possess  under  the  same  circumstances, 
belonging  to  the  same  community,  unless  such 
rights  have  been  forfeited  by  such  person,  by  some 
cause  existing  in  himself.  Whether  the  definition 
is  correct  or  not,  it  will,  I  am  confident,  lead  to  a 
conclusion  directly  the  reverse  to  that  which  has 
been  drawn  by  the  honorable  gentleman  who  gave  it» 
It  admits,  that  there  are  difierent  circumstances 
under  which  the  people  of  the  Union  are  found. 
It  would  be  morally  and  politically  impossible  that 
all  persons  in  a  State  could  be  found  imder  the 
same  circumstances.  Those  will  be  natural  or 
created  by  the  civil  and  political  institutions  of 
society.  Yet,  it  seems  to  be  agreed,  that  when  we 
find  a  person,  who  enjoys  all  the  rights  and  priv- 
ileges which  others  enjoy,  under  similar  circum- 
stances, he  is  a  citizen. 

In  many,  perhaps  in  all,  of  the  States  a  distinc- 
tion is  made,  for  many  purposes,  between  free- 
holders and  those  who  are  not.  One  may  serve 
as  a  juror,  the  other  is  excluded  from  that  privilege,  " 
or  right.  The  freeholder  in  Vermont  may  have  a 
certain  kind  of  process  without  surety  ;  the  person 
who  is  not  a  freeholder  is  deprived  of  this  privilege. 
No  one,  however,  would  presume  to  declare  that  a 
person  who  was  not  a  freeholder  could  not  be  a 
citizen.  Here  the  rule  which  has  been  mentioned 
would  apply  correctly.  The  person  who  was  not 
a  freeholder,  but  who  possessed  all  the  civil  rights 
and  privileges  which  others  enjoyed,  under  the 
same  circumstances,  would  still  be  a  citizen.  So, 
minority  or  advanced  age  would  constitute  other 
classes,  and  having  equal  rights  with  their  several 
classes  are  equally  citizens.  If  property  or  age 
are  employed  by  the  supreme  power  of  a  State  to 
confer  dinerent  rights  on  the  white  population, 
and  yet  the  character  of  citizenship  remains  un- 
changed, why  may  not  color  be  employed  to  dis- 
tinguish anotner  class  ?  Color  may  be  a  circum- 
stance which  will  designate  a  portion  of  popula- 
tion, and  may  be  used  constitutionally,  as  age  or 
property.  If  it  is  so,  it  is  a  clear  conclu.sion  which 
will  follow  from  the  position  assumed,  that  every 
colored  person  who  is  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  which  others  enjoy,  under  the  same  cir- 
cumstances, must  be  a  citizen. 

A  reference  has  been  made  to  the  laws  of  Mas- 
sachusetts which  prohibit  a  black  man  from  mar- 
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rying  a  white  woman.  It  is  said  that  by  the  ope- 
ration of  this  law  he  is  deprived  of  a  civil  ri^ht, 
which  renders  him  unequal  to  others,  and  deprives 
him  of  citizenship.  Had  not  this  doctrine  been 
advanced  by  those  whose  talents  command  respect, 
it  would  never  require  refutation.  It  may  be  proper 
to  pursue  this  principle  to  its  necessary  conclusion. 
It  will  not  be  denied  that  the  female  part  of  society  j 
are  citizens  of  the  several  States  to  which  they 
belong.  They  have  civil  rights  and  privileges, 
and  as  citizens  can  demand  the  protection  and  sup- 
port of  Government.  But  the  black  man  cannot 
marry  a  woman  of  a  different  color,  therefore  h€ 
is  not  a  citizen,  because  he  is  deprived  of  a  right 
which  a  white  man  possesses.  The  white  woman 
cannot  marry  a  man  of  a  different  color — by  the 
same  rule,  which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Barbour)  has  laid  down,  she  cannot  be  a 
citizen,  because  she  is  deprived  of  a  right  which  a 
colored  woman  enjoys.  The  operation  of  the  law 
must  be  reciprocal,  and  if  one  class  has  lost  its 
rights  as  citizens,  the  other  has  also. 

It  is  also  said  that  the  negro  and  mulatto  are 
not  enrolled  in  the  militia,  and  compelled  to  per- 
form military  service.  In  some  States,  perhaps  in 
all,  they  may  be  exempt.  So  are  those  over  and 
under  the  age  prescribed  by  the  laws.  Is  the  youth 
of  sixteen  and  the  man  of  fifty  deprived  of  the 
character  of  citizens  because  others  are  called  upon 
to  perform  more  arduous  duties  than  themselves? 
If  this  is  correct,  all  who  have  been  excused  from 
these  duties  are  most  shamefully  degraded.  The 
white  and  black  man  must  share  one  common  fate. 

Thus,  sir,  I  have  endeavored  to  prove  that  the 
position  which  has  been  assumed  will  lead  to  the 
inevitable  conclusion,  that  negroes  and  mulattoes, 
who,  in  any  State,  can  demand  the  exercise  of 
civil  rights  and  privileges  in  common  with  that 
class  to  which  they  belong,  are  entitled  to  the 
character  of  citizens. 

I  concur  with  others  who  have  addressed  the 
House  before  me,  that  the  term  citizen  cannot  be 
defined  by  a  single  expression.  The  rights  of  cit- 
izens are  different  in  different  States,  and  are  de- 
pendent on  the  several  constitutions  and  laws 
which  have  been  adopted.  In  the  same  State,  dif- 
ferent persons  may  be  confined  to  diflerent  rights 
and  yet  all  be  citizens. 

I  will  venture  to  assume  a  position,  which  I  am 
confident  none  will  deny.  Not  that  it  will  embrace 
all  who  are  entitled  to  the  rights  of  citizens,  but 
will  be  sufficiently  comprehensive  for  the  present 
discussion.  i 

A  person  must  be  considered  a  citizen,  who,  by  | 
the  fundamental  laws  of  a  State,  is  invested  with  ' 
political  rights.  These  are  the  rights  which  com- 
municate life  and  give  activity  to  a  government 
itself.  In  all  the  States  of  the  Union,  these  rights 
are  conferred  on  those  only  who  have  bound  them- 
selves to  the  common  interest  and  become  pledged 
to  promote  the  general  welfare ;  who  have  been 
incorporated  into  the  great  family  of  the  people, 
and  have  made  one  common  cause  in  the  pursuit 
of  the  great  objects  of  human  government. 

It  would  be  absurd,  sir,  to  say,  that  you  will  al- 
low the  enjoyment  of  the  highest  prerogatives  to 


a  person  while  he  is  yet  an  alien  and  a  stranger ; 
that  you  will  permit  a  man  to  exercise  those  pow- 
ers on  which  your  Government  must  depend,  and 
still  not  be  a  citizen.  What  Slate  in  the  Union 
permits,  for  instance,  the  right  of  suffrage,  but  to 
such  as  are  its  citizens?  What  constitution  de- 
clares a  person  eligible  to  its  highest  honors,  who 
is  deprived  of  the  character  of  a  citizen  ?  It  would 
be  fatal  to  the  existence  of  any  government  to  ad- 
mit the  people  of  other  countries  to  control  its 
operations,  until  they  had  been  bound  by  some 
strong,  indissoluble  tie  to  the  general  welfare. 

In  the  position  which  I  have  assumed,  I  am 
well  supported  by  the  assertion  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  S.myth.)  I  under- 
stood him  distinctly  to  maintain  "that  a  citizen 
might  be  defined  to  be  one  who  is  entitled  to  po- 
litical rights." 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  examine  whether  any  negro 
or  mulatto  has  political  rights  in  any  State;  wne- 
ther  there  is  a  constitution  which  decrees  to  such 
person  all  the  privileges  of  citizens.  I  should  never 
have  troubled  the  House  with  many  observations 
on  this  point,  had  it  not  been  so  often  asserted,  in 
the  most  decisive  languao^e,  that  negroes  or  mulat- 
toes, in  every  State  in  the  Union,  were  deprived 
of  all  the  essential  rights  of  citizens.  I  should 
have  supposed  the  most  superficial  examination 
of  the  constitutions  of  the  several  States  would 
have  proved,  that  such  ideas  were  utterly  destitute 
of  foundation.  But  they  have  been  advanced  on 
the  floor  of  this  House,  with  such  confidence,  that 
I  hope  I  shall  be  indulged  in  attempting  to  correct 
the  error. 

Sir,  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  constitution  of  Vermont.  There,  gentlemen 
will  find  an  unequivocal  declaration  ''  that  all  men 
'  are  born  equally  free  and  independent;  that  no 
'  male  person,  born  in  this  country,  or  brought  from 
'  over  sea,  ought  to  be  holden,  by  law,  to  serve  any 
'  person  as  a  servant,  slave,  or  apprentice,  after  he 
'  arrives  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years ;  nor  fe- 
'  male,  in  like  manner,  after  she  arrives  at  the  age 
'  of  eighteen  years."  It  does  not  declare  that 
all  men  except  negroes  and  mulattoes  "are  bom 
equally  free  and  independent;"  it  does  not  de- 
clare, Mr.  Speaker,  that  no  person  except  negroes 
and  mulattoes  shall  be  holden  to  servitude.  The 
language  is  broad  and  comprehensive  as  the  race 
of  man.  And,  1  believe  that  those  unfortunate 
beings,  even  where  they  are  held  in  a  state  of  the 
deepest  degradation,  are  still  considered  as  belong- 
ing to  the  human  family- 
Sir,  lest  this  may  be  called  an  unmeaning  man- 
ifesto of  the  rights  of  man,  calculated  for  a  splendid 
show  of  republicanism,  but  intended  to  confer  no 
substantial  benefits,  I  will  again  refer  to  that  in- 
strument. "  The  declaration  of  the  {)olitical  rights 
'  and  privileges  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  is 
'  hereby  declared  to  be  a  part  of  the  constitution  of 
'  this  Commonwealth,  and  ought  not  to  be  violated 
'  on  any  pretence  whatsoever."  Negroes  and  mulat- 
toes,sir,  herefind  protection  under  this  firm,  humane 
and  liberal  provision  ;  to  which  the  people  of  Ver- 
mont look  with  the  proudest  satisfaction,  as  their 
common  safeguard. 
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Again,  sir,  it  is  declared  "  that  every  man  of 
'  the  full  age  of  twenty-one  years,  having  resided 
'  in  this  State  for  the  space  of  one  year  next  before 
'  the  election  of  representatives,  and  is  of  a  peace- 
'  able  or  quiet  behaviour,  and  will  take  the  foUow- 
'  ing  oath,  [the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  State] 
'  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  a  freeman 
'  of  this  State."  This  does  not  say,  every  man, 
except  negroes  and  mulattoes.  It  embraces  all  of 
every  color,  whether  "  born  in  this  country  or 
brought  from  over  sea ;"  and  permit  me  to  say 
that  the  rights  of  a  freeman  confer  the  highest  dis- 
tinction that  can  be  given  to  an  inhabitant  of  that 
State ;  they  imply  the  perfection  of  all  the  civil 
and  political  privileges  and  immunities  that  can 
be  enjoyed  by  man  in  the  society  of  his  fellow 
men.  AH  the  security  which  the  Constitution 
gives  to  the  most  distinguished  citizen  for  the  pro- 
tection of  his  life  and  reputation,  is  afforded  to 
every  freeman,  whatever  may  be  his  circumstances 
or  color.  The  spirit  of  the  Constitution  watches 
with  equal  eye  over  the  rights  and  privileges,  civil 
and  political,  of  the  negro  and  mulatto,  and  would 
chastise  the  least  attempt  to  offer  violation. 

Here,  sir,  I  might  rest  in  the  fullest  confidence, 
that  the  position  which  has  been  assumed  was 
fully  supported.  But  the  assertion  has  been  so 
often  and  so  emphatically  made,  that  those  people 
who  are  dreaded  by  the  convention  of  Missouri 
are  not  the  citizens  of  any  State,  a  reference  must 
be  made  to  the  constitutions  of  New  Hampshire, 
Mas.sachusetts,  and  New  York.  Not  one  with- 
holds its  political  and  civil  rights,  but  confers  them 
with  indiscriminate  liberality,  without  distinction 
of  color.  The  light  or  shade  of  a  countenance, 
which  indicates  an  alliance  with  the  great  family 
of  man,  confers  no  exclusive  privileges  on  the  pos- 
sessors, nor  do  they  blot  from  a  political  charter 
the  immunities  of  citizens.  In  those  States  you 
may  see  that  class,  who  are  prescribed  by  the  con- 
stitution of  Missouri,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  those 
privileges  which  are  the  distinguishing  preroga- 
tives of  freemen. 

Sir,  I  will  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to 
some  of  the  many  attempts  that  have  been  made 
to  remove  the  objections  which  may  exist  against 
the  offered  constitution.  It  is  said  that  the  objec- 
tionable clause  may  be  construed  so  as  to  operate 
on  none  who  are  the  citizens  of  a  State.  It  is  also 
contended  that  we  should  presume  the  people  of 
Missouri  would  carry  it  into  execution  in  a  man- 
ner compatible  with  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Sir,  there  can  be  nothing  left  to  such 
a  presumption.  If  the  object  was  not  to  exclude 
citizens  as  well  as  others,  why  did  the  convention 
not  condescend  to  make  some  exception  ?  Not 
only  did  they  use  the  language  of  imperative  au- 
thority, but  forbid  a  deviation  for  "  any  pretext 
whatsoever."  I  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  the 
framers  of  that  constitution  supposed  they  adopted 
provisions  incompatible  with  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land.  Such  a  conclusion  would  be  a  charge 
of  deliberate  violation.  When  they  find  them- 
selves supported  on  the  floor  of  this  House  by  gen- 
tlemen distinguished  for  talents  and  a  knowledge 
of  our  political  institutions,  can  we  suppose  they 


will  readily  change  their  opinion?  It  will  tend 
to  confirmation,  and  we  may  presume  the  slave- 
holding  policy  will  demand  its  execution  with  the 
most  energetic  determination. 

It  has  been  maintained  in  debate  that  this  clause 
is  not  a  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  that  the  constitution  of  Missouri  does 
not  contain  a  prohibition  in  itself,  but  requires  the 
Assembly  to  pass  such  laws  as  will  accomplish  the 
object  desired.  We  are  called  upon  to  wait,  and 
if  such  laws  should  be  passed,  their  binding  power 
may  be  tried.  The  force  of  this  distinction  has 
escaped  my  discernment.  Can  it  be  said,  with 
propriety,  that  an  act  performed  is  illegal,  and  the 
authority  by  which  it  is  done  unimpeachable?  Is 
it  correct  for  a  constitution  to  direct  an  Assembly, 
dependent  on  its  power,  to  pass  a  law  which,  from 
the  first  moment  of  its  existence,  would  be  repug- 
nant to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States? 
You  might  as  well  command  your  servant  to  as- 
sassinate your  neighbor,  and  have  the  illegality  of 
your  command  depend  upon  its  execution. 

But,  allowing  the  constitution  of  Missouri  is 
not  a  violation  of  that  of  the  United  States ;  that 
the  direction  to  the  Assembly  to  perform  what  is 
declared  to  be  their  duty,  is  no  offence,  it  would 
not  diminish  the  objection.  When  Government 
have  the  power,  it  is  bound  to  prevent  an  outrage 
on  its  dignity,  as  it  is  to  punish  one  after  it  is  com- 
mitted. You  may  as  well  pull  down  the  edifice 
yourself  as  to  give  the  power  to  others. 

Sir,  we  have  been  told  that  the  several  States, 
among  other  legitimate  powers,  may  exercise  such 
as  are  deemed  necessary  for  their  own  defence  and 
safety  ;  that  they  may  exclude  from  their  jurisdic- 
tion those  objects  which  are  in  themselves  odious 
and  pernicious.  It  is  said,  upon  this  principle. 
States  have  the  power,  and  often  exercise  it,  in 
the  establishment  of  those  quarantine  regulations 
by  which  the  citizens  of  other  States  are  excluded, 
to  prevent  plague  and  pestilence. 

If  these  principles  be  established,  and  are  appli- 
cable to  the  question  now  to  be  decided  by  the 
House,  consider,  sir,  the  consequences  which  must 
inevitably  follow.  Every  object  which  the  people 
of  a  State  may  consider  odious  and  pernicious 
may  be  excluded  by  their  own  authority.  If  they 
are  uncontrolled  by  any  rule  but  their  own  views 
of  propriety  or  interest,  the  exercise  of  that  au- 
thority may  be  unbounded  as  the  obiects  of  their 
displeasure  may  be  numerous.  It  will  follow,  that 
the  sovereign  power  of  Missouri  may  exclude  free 
negroes  and  mulattoes,  because  they  are  considered 
odious  and  pernicious.  They  may  be  considered 
dangerous  as  ''  plague  and  pestilence,"  and  placed 
under  eternal  "quarantine."  If  Missouri  can  ex- 
ercise this  power  against  that  class  of  citizens,  she 
can  extend  it  to  every  other.  In  the  estimation 
of  her  people,  the  white  citizens  of  the  non-slave- 
holding  States  may  be  both  pernicious  and  odious, 
and  a  prohibitory  mandate  be  issued  to  exclude 
them  from  her  soil. 

Fatal,  indeed,  must  this  doctrine  be  to  the  rights 
of  citizens.  Establish  the  principle  that  every 
State  may  exclude  the  object  which  it  happens  to 
dislike,  and  the  Constitution  is  annihilated.     We 
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have  no  security  for  those  rights  which  alone  can 
sustain  a  national  character.  We  must  be  con- 
fined to  that  territory  which  we  may  call  our 
Stale,  and,  if  we  venture  abroad  into  another,  we 
must  be  looked  upon  as  strangers  and  aliens. 

Another  observation  fell  from  an  honorable 
member  in  debate,  which  deserves  an  answer.  It 
was  said,  those  whom  the  constitution  of  Missouri 
will  exclude,  never  have  enjoyed  any  civil  or  po- 
litical rights,  except  what  the  Legislatures  of  the 
States  in  which  they  reside  may  have  gratuitously 
gpven.  This,  sir,  is  a  very  serious  mistake.  The  peo- 
ple to  whom  we  allude  were  among  the  earliest 
inhabitants  of  several  States.  In  Vermont  they 
were  received  and  acknowledged  as  citizens  when 
the  constitution  was  formed,  under  which  the 
riffhts  and  privileges  of  every  citizen  are  protected. 
The  Legislature  could  as  easily  demolish  the  con- 
stitution itself  as  take  from  a  colored  citizen  a 
single  right  which  it  has  declared  to  be  sacred. 
The  declaration,  "  that  all  men  are  born  equally 
free ;"  "  that  no  person  brought  from  over  sea" 
should  be  held  to  servitude,  may  be  called  a  gra- 
tuity, if  gentlemen  please;  but,  sir,  the  people  of 
Vermont  consider  it  a  gratuity  from  Heaven. 
The  colored  man  was  distinctly  in  the  view  of  the 
framers  of  that  constitution.  VVhether  born  in  the 
United  States,  or  "  brought  over  sea,"  he  was  an 
equal  object  of  regard  and  protection.  Such  is 
the  condition,  in  Vermont,  of  those  whom  Mis- 
.souri  forbids  to  set  a  foot  upon  her  soil. 

Again,  we  are  told  but  lew  of  this  description 
of  citizens  would  ever  migrate  to  Missouri.  The 
same  might  be  said  of  the  whole  people  of  a  State. 
Should  a  State  of  the  Union  become  obnoxiods 
and  odious  to  the  people  of  a  Territory,  they 
might,  under  the  precedent  that  may  be  estab- 
lished, exclude  its  citizens  in  general  "from  com- 
ing to,  or  setting  in,"  the  same,  "  under  any  pre- 
text whatsoever."  If,  then,  we  are  presented  with 
an  asirumption  of  unconstitutional  power,  it  ought 
to  be  arrested  on  its  first  appearance.  Indulgence 
would  give  it  confidence,  and  suffering  it  to  pass 
for  a  while  unregarded  would  render  it  uncon- 
querable. 

It  »eems  to  me,  therefore,  that  I  am  justified  in 
drawing  the  conclusion  that  negroes  and  mulat- 
toes  are  citizens  of  several  States  in  this  Union; 
that  they  are  entitled  to  the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities or  citizens  in  every  State  ;  that  the  attempt 
of  Missouri  to  repel  them  from  her  limits,  is  re- 
pugnant to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  she  ought  not  to  be  received  as  a  mem- 
ber of  this  Con^deracy. 

When  Mr.  M.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  EusTi9,  of  Massachusetts,  addressed  the 
House,  in  substance,  as  follows  : 

I  am  one  of  those  who  had  hoped  that  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  question  might  have  been  avoided. 
But  it  is  upon  us,  and  we  must  meet  and  decide  it. 
With  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me,  1  per- 
fectly agree,  that  the  only  question  to  be  deter- 
mined is,  whether  that  article  in  the  constitution 
of  Missouri,  making  it  the  duty  of  the  Legisla- 
ture to  provide  by  law  "that  free  negroes  and  mu- 
lattoes  shall  not  be  admitted  into  that  Slate,"  is, 


or  is  not,  repugnant  to  that  clause  in  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  which  declares  "Jhat 
the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all 
the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the 
several  States."  This  question  has  been  fairly 
met.  Those  who  contend  that  the  article  is  not 
repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
ground  themselves  on  the  position  that  blacks  and 
mulattoes  are  not  citizens  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  have  repeatedly  referred  to  the  condition  of 
those  in  Massachusetts  to  support  the  assertion. 
Now,  sir,  I  invite  the  honorable  member  from 
Delaware,  who  has  lately  addressed  you.  with  the 
honorable  member  from  Virginia,  who,  in  his  ad- 
dress to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  Friday 
last,  maintained  the  same  position,  to  go  with  me 
and  examine  the  question  to  its  root. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  Revolutionay  war, 
there  were  found  in  the  Middle  and  Northern 
States,  many  blacks  and  other  people  of  color, 
capable  of  bearing  arms  ;  a  part  of  tnera  free,  the 
greater  part  slaves.  The  freemen  entered  our 
ranks  with  the  whites.  The  time  of  those  who 
were  slaves  was  purchased  by  the  States,  and  they 
were  induced  to  enter  the  service  in  consequence 
of  a  law  by  which,  on  condition  of  their  serving 
in  the  ranks  during  the  war,  they  were  made  free- 
men. In  Rhode  Island,  where  their  numbers  were 
moreconsidcrable,  they  were  formed,  under  the  same 
considerations,  into  a  regiment  commanded  by 
white  officers ;  and  it  is  required,  in  justice  to 
them,  to  add,  that  they  discharged  their  duty  with 
zeal  and  fidelity.  The  gallant  defence  of  Red 
Bank,  in  which  this  black  regiment  bore  a  part,  is 
among  the  proofs  of  their  valor. 

Among  the  traits  which  distinguished  this  re- 
giment, was  their  devotion  to  their  officers  ;  when 
their  brave  Colonel  Greene  was  afterwards  cut 
down  and  mortally  wounded,  the  sabres  of  the  enemy 
reached  his  body  only  through  the  limbs  of  his  faith- 
ful guard  of  blacks,  who  hovered  over  him  and 
protected  him,  every  one  of  whom  was  killed,  and 
whom  he  was  not  ashamed  to  call  his  children. 
The  services  of  this  description  of  men  in  the 
navy  are  also  well  known.  I  should  not  have 
mentioned  cither,  but  for  the  information  of  ihe 
gentleman  from  Delaware,  whom  I  understood  to 
say  that  he  did  not  know  that  they  had  served  in 
any  considerable  numbers. 

The  war  over  and  peace  restored,  these  men  re- 
turned to  their  respective  States.  And  who  could 
have  said  to  them,  on  their  return  to  civil  life 
after  having  shed  their  blood,  in  common  with 
the  whites,  in  the  defence  of  the  liberties  of  the 
country,  You  are  not  to  participate  in  the  rights 
secured  by  the  struggle,  or  in  the  liberty  for  which 
you  have  been  fighting  ?  Certainly,  no  white 
man  in  Massachusetts. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  says  he  must  not 
be  told  that  the  term,  we  the  people,  in  the  pre- 
amble to  the  Constitution,  means,  or  includes,  In- 
dians, free  negroes,  mulattoes.  If  it  shall  be  made 
to  appear  that  persons  of  this  description,  citizens 
at  the  time,  were  parties  to,  and  formed  an  integ- 
ral part  of  that  compact,  it  follows,  incontestably, 
that  they  are  and  must  be  included  in  it.    To 
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justify  the  inference  of  gentlemen,  the  preamble 
ought  to  read,  We  the  whitt  people.  This  was 
impossible  ;  the  members  of  the  convention  who 
formed  that  constitution,  from  the  Middle  and 
Northern  States,  could  never  have  consented, 
knowing  that  there  were  in  those  States  many 
thousands  of  people  of  color,  who  had  rights  un- 
der it.  They  were  free — free  from  their  masters  ? 
Yes,  in  the  first  instance;  they  also  became  free- 
men of  the  Slate,  and  were  admitted  to  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  white  citizens.  Was  this 
admission  merely  nominal  7  This  is  answered 
by  the  fact  that  they  did  enjoy  and  did  exercise 
the  rights  of  free  citizens,  and  have  continued  to 
exercise  them,  from  the  peace  of  1783  to  this  day. 
It  has  been  contended  that  they  are  not  citizens, 
because  ihey  have  been  deprived,  by  a  law  of 
Massachusetts,  of  a  part  of  their  civil  rights,  and 
in  proof,  is  stated  the  law  forbidding  the  marriage 
of  a  black  man  with  a  white  woman.  The  same 
law,  sir,  interdicts  the  marriage  of  a  while  man 
with  a  black  woman.  The  law,  then,  applies 
equally  to  both,  and  cannot  justify  the  inference 
which  has  been  drawn  from  it.  But,  if  the  black 
man  ceased  to  be  a  citizen  because  he  had  lost  this 
civil  right,  as  contended  for  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  the  white  man  also  must  be  deter- 
mined not  to  be  a  citizen,  and  the  Slate  of  Mis- 
souri would  hare  an  ecjual  right  to  exclude  him. 
Again,  sir,  the  exclusion  of  the  blacks  from  the 
ranks  of  the  militia  is  adduced  as  another  instance 
of  their  privation  of  a  civil  right.  Without  dwell- 
ing on  the  well-known  fact  that  militia  duty  in 
Massacliusetls  is  a  heavy  duty,  aa  exemption  from 
which  is  considered  a  favor,  and  that  several  other 
descriptions  of  citizens  are  also  exempted ;  and 
admitting  that  the  blacks  are  interdicted,  while 
others  are  only  exempted  from  this  duty,  what  is 
proved  by  quoting  these  laws  ?  They  prove  that 
they  were  in  the  actual  enjoyment  of  these  rights, 
and  that  a  specific  law  became  necessary  to  de- 
prive them  of  them.  Admitting  that  the  State 
nad  a  right  to  pass  these  laws,  and  that  this  de- 
scription of  citizens  are  curtailed  in  their  exer- 
cise of  a  part  of  their  privileges,  what  rights  are 
left  to  them,  and  what  rights  do  they  continue  to 
enjoy  and  exercise  ?  We  answer,  all  the  broad 
and  essential  rights  of  citizens — the  right,  in  com- 
mon with  the  whites,  to  hold  real  and  personal 
estate;  the  right  of  course  to  hold  and  convey 
land;  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  ;  the  right  to  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  ;  and,  in  this  Government, 
the  all-important  right  of  the  elective  franchise; 
and  it  may  be  safely  affirmed,  that,  by  the  laws 
and  constitution  of  Massachusetts,  they  are  con- 
sidered as  citizens  equally  with  the  whites. 

It  has  been  justly  observed  on  this  subject,  by  a 
gentleman  on  the  other  side,  that  facts  and  prac- 
tice are  better  than  theory.  Here,  then,  we  offer 
incontrovertible  facts,  proving,  not  from  theory, 
but  from  actual  and  long  continued  practice,  that 
black  men  and  mulattoes,  in  Massachusetts  at  least, 
are  citizens,  having  civil  and  political  rights,  in 
common  with  the  whites.  If  we  are  asked  for 
evidence  of  their  being  in  the  exercise  of  these 
rightt,  it  is  answered,  that  a  knowledge  of  the  his- 


tory and  practice  of  the  State  for  more  than  forty  * 
years  past,  will  show  that  they  have  been  in  the 
constant  exercise  of  them.  To  rote  in  the  elec- 
tion of  town,  county,  and  State  officers,  the  same 
qualifications  of  residence  and  property  are  re- 
quired from  them,  as  from  the  whiles,  and,  hav- 
ing these  qualifications,  they  have  a  voice  in  the 
election  of  all  Stale  officers.  Again,  it  is  partic- 
ularly affirmed,  by  the  honorable  member  from 
Delaware,  that  this  description  of  persons,  what- 
ever right  they  may  have  in  the  several  States, 
have  no  federal  rights,  and  cannot  be  considered 
as  citizens  of  the  United  States.  I  had  thought, 
with  the  honorable  member  from  Pennsylvania, 
that  the  question  "who  were  citizens?"  was 
merged  and  decided  by  the  adoption  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution, 

By  whom,  and  tor  whose  use  and  benefit,  was 
that  Constitution  formed  ?    By  the  people,  and  for 
the  people,  inhabiting  the  several  States,  Did  the 
Convention  who  formed  it  go  into  the  considera-  * 
lion  of  the  character  or  complexion  of  the  citizens  ' 
included  in  the  compact  ?    No,  sir ;  they  neces- 
sarily considered  all  those  as  citizens  who  were  i 
acknowledged  as  such  at  the  time  by  the  consti- 
tutions of  the  States. 

Independent  of  all  reasoning,  presumption,  or 
theory,  we  proceed  to  state  facts  which  prove  in- 
controvertibly  their  federal  rights.  I  confine  my 
observations  to  Ma.ssachusetts,  because  the  practice 
in  that  State  is  within  my  own  personal  knowl- 
edge and  observation.  In  that  State,  sir,  the  citi- 
zens in  question  constituted,  and  were  in  fact  an 
elementary  part  of  the  Federal  compact.  They 
were  as  directly  represented  as  the  wnites,  in  the 
initiatory  process;  and,  from  their  votes,  in  com- 
mon with  those  of  the  whites,  emanated  the  con- 
vention of  Massachusetts,  by  whom  the  Federal 
Constitution  was  received  and  ratified.  Is  not  this 
proof?  Is  it  not  demonstration  that  they  are  en- 
titled to,  that  they  hold  and  exerci.se  federal  rights 
in  common  with  the  other  citizens?  If  a  doubt 
remained,  it  is  answered  by  another  equally  impor- 
tant fact.  They  are  also  represented,  not  circui- 
tously  and  indirectly,  but  directly,  in  this  House. 
I  very  much  doubt,  sir,  if  there  be  a  member  on 
this  floor  from  any  one  district  in  Massachusetts, 
whose  election  does  not  partake  of  the  votes  of 
these  people.  In  the  district  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent,  their  number,  compared  with 
that  of  the  white  population,  is  not  great ;  but,  in 
an  adjoining  district,  their  number  of  qualified 
voters  have  been  sufficient,  and  has  actually  turned 
the  election  of  a  member  of  this  House. 

After  affirming  that  they  had  not  the  rights  of 
citizens  of  the  United  Stales,  which  we  apprehend 
we  have  disproved,  the  gentleman  from  Delaware 
presumes  that  they  are  few  in  number.  This  also 
is  a  great  error.  Their  number  is  much  greater 
than  that  gentleman  apprehends.  Not  only  the 
number  and  the  rights  of  these  men,  but  their 
characters  also,  do  not  appear  to  have  been  under- 
stood. Nor  is  it  to  me  at  all  extraordinary  that 
gentlemen  from  other  States,  in  which  the  condi- 
tion, character,  the  moral  faculties,  and  the  rights 
of  men  of  color  differ  so  widely,  should  entertain 
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opinions  so  variant  from  ours.  In  Massachusetts, 
s.ir,  there  are  among  them  those  who  possess  all 
the  virtues  which  are  deemed  estimable  in  civil 
and  social  life.  They  have  their  public  teachers 
of  religion  and  morality,  their  schools  and  other 
institutions;  on  anniversaries  which  they  con- 
sider interesting  to  them  they  have  their  public 
processions ;  in  all  which  they  conduct  themselves 
with  order  and  decorum.  Do  we  ask  for  them 
any  enlargement  or  extension  of  their  rights  ? 
No,  sir,  we  ask  only  that,  in  a  disposition  to  ac- 
commodate Missouri,  their  avowed  rights  and 
privileges  be  not  taken  from  them. 

If  their  number  be  small,  and  they  are  feebly 
represented,  we  to  whom  they  are  known  are  pro- 
portionably  bound  to  protect  them.  But  their  de- 
fence is  not  founded  on  their  numbers ;  it  rests  on 
the  immutable  principles  of  justice.  If  there  be 
only  one  family,  or  a  solitary  individual,  who  has 
rights  guarantied  to  him  by  the  Constitution, 
whatever  may  be  his  color  or  complexion,  it  is  not 
in  the  power  nor  can  it  be  in  the  inclination  of 
Congress  to  deprive  him  of  them  ;  and  I  trust, 
sir,  tnat  the  decision  on  this  occasion  will  show 
that  we  will  extend  good  faith  even  to  the  blacks. 

It  has  been  said  that  an  adoption  on  the  part  of 
Congress  of  the  constitution  of  Missouri  gives  no 
additional  force  to  the  clause  which  we  think  we 
have  shown  to  be  unconstitutional,  and  that  Mis- 
souri would  have  the  right  to  pass  the  law  without 
the  injunction  in  her  constitution ;  and,  further, 
that  her  Legislature  may  or  may  not  exercise  the 
power  given  to  them  by  her  constitution  ;  and,  if 
sh^  should  pass  an  unconstitutional  law,  a  remedy 
may  be  had  by  an  appeal  to  the  Judiciary. 

Can  language  be  stronger  than  that  made  use  of 
in  her  constitution  ?  ''  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Legislature  to  pass  the  law,"  &c.  The  Legisla- 
ture, under  that  clause,  must  and  will  pass  the  law. 
The  sanction  of  Congress  will  give  additional 
force  to  its  injunction,  and  the  black  citizen  will 
then  be  shut  out  from  the  State.  Where,  then,  is 
he  to  find  his  remedy  ? 

That  Missouri  may  pass  such  a  law  after  her 
admission  into  the  Union  is  conceded.  Such  law 
will  not,  in  that  case,  be  sanctioned  by  Congress. 
And,  sir,  I  make  a  wide  distinction  between  a  law 
passed  by  a  State  making  a  part  of  the  Union, 
and  a  provision  in  the  constitution  of  a  State  in 
process  of  admission  into  the  Union,  and  pre- 
sented to  Congress  for  approbation.  The  right  of 
Congress  to  admit  States  into  the  Union  has  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  in  the  nature  of  a  sovereign 
power,  over  which  no  co-ordinate  branch  of  the 
Government  can  have  control ;  and,  disguise  it  as 
we  may,  the  admission  of  Missouri,  with  this  arti- 
cle in  ner  constitution,  sanctions  that  article,  and 
virtually  at  least  declares  it  not  to  be  repugnant  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  To  tho>e 
who  believe  it  to  be  unconstitutional  it  is  no  satis- 
faction to  be  told  that  the  Judiciary  will  correct 
their  error.  They  consider  it  their  duty  to  make 
a  right  decision,  presuming  that  there  will  be  no 
appeal. 

Mr.  Speaker,  no  one  can  address  you  who  is 
more  sensible  than  I  am  that  this  Government  is 


the  result  of  compromise;  of  a  healing,  heav- 
enly, conciliating  spirit,  which  the  genius  of  the 
immortal  Washington  was  perhaps  alone  capable 
of  rallying  round  him ;  nor  can  any  one  be  more 
sensible  of  the  importance  of  cherishing  these  dis- 
positions, more  especially  in  cases  where  the  rights 
of  States,  whether  already  admitted,  or  hereafter 
to  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  are  concerned. 
Let  us  be  careful  that  this  indulgent  disposition  be 
not  extended  too  far.  Sir,  this  has  been  consid- 
ered a  sectional  question.  I  must  deny  the  posi- 
tion. Maine  is  as  deeply  interested  in  it  as  Mis- 
souri. In  every  question  touching  the  Constitu- 
tion every  State  in  the  Union  has  an  equal,  a  com- 
mon interest ;  and,  let  me  add,  however  we  may 
differ  in  opinion  or  in  construction,  we  are  bound 
by  a  common  interest  to  extend  to  each  other  the 
belief  that  there  is  a  common  respect  and  an  equal 
desire  to  obey  its  injunctions.  Were  this  even  a 
doubtful  case,  it  ought  to  be  decided  in  favor  of 
common  rights.  Were  it  possible  that,  in  the 
wish  to  accommodate  Missouri,  the  Constitution 
should  be  made  to  bend  in  her  favor,  the  tree  is  in 
danger,  and,  if  a  single  limb  be  broken,  Missouri 
is  no  longer  safe  in  what  would  be  guarantied  to 
her.  In  less  than  twelve  months  the  inclination 
may  be  in  a  different  direction,  and  she  may  lose 
more  than  she  would  have  gained. 

Among  the  different  arguments  which  have 
been  made  use  of,  I  have  regretted  that  allusions 
have  been  had  to  consequences  which  may  result 
from  a  negative  on  the  resolution  under  consider- 
ation. Sir,  perfectly  sensible  of  the  delicate  situa- 
tion in  whicn  Missouri  will  be  placed,  I  exclude 
from  my  own  mind  all  considerations  of  this  kind, 
from  a  conviction  that  no  consequences  can  or 
will  arise  which  ought  to  be  compared,  or  put  in 
competition,  with  those  resulting  necessarily  from  a 
violation  of  the  compact  which  binds  us  together 
as  a  nation. 

When  Mr.  E.  had  concluded — 

The  Committee  rose,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
BcECHER,  of  Ohio,  (some  other  gentlemen  also 
rising  to  obtain  the  floor,)  and  the  House  ad- 
journed.    I 


Wed.nesdav,  December  13. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  North  Carolina, 
Tho.ma8  Settle,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Pre- 
sident and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  part  of  the  stockholders  of  the  said 
bank,  praying  for  an  amendment  in  that  part  of 
the  charter  of  said  bank  which  provides  that  no 
director,  except  the  president,  shall  be  eligible  for 
more  than  three  years  in  four ;  that  provision  may 
be  made  for  the  punishment  of  such  officers  of  the 
bank  as  may  be  guilty  of  fraud,  peculation,  or  vio- 
lation of  the  trust  committed  to  them;  that  au- 
thority may  be  vested  in  the  said  president  and 
directors,  to  employ  persons  to  sign  and  counter- 
sign the  notes  of  the  bank;  and  that  the  bills  or 
notes  originally  made  payable,  or  which  shall  have 
become  payable  on  demand,  shall  of  right  be  re- 
ceived and  payable  only  at  the  bank  or  branch  of 
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the  bank,  at  which  the  same  purports  to  be  paya- 
ble ;  which  memorial  was  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, and  Messrs.  Sergeant,  Whitman,  Tyler, 
GoRHAM,  and  Hardi.n,  were  appointed  the  said 
committee. 

'  Mr.  Barbour  presented  a  memorial  of  the  mer- 
chants, agriculturists,  and  other  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Fredericksburg,  and  the  adjacent  county, 
in  the  State  of  VirgiLia,  praying  that  the  com- 
merce of  the  country  may  not  be  fettered  or  im- 
peded by  any  increase  of^  the  tariff  of  duties  on 
imports,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  further  pro- 
tection to  the  manufacturing  interest  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  presented  a  memorial 
of  the  merchants  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Petersburg,  in  that  State,  in  opposition  to  any 
change  in  the  boundaries  of  the  collection  district 
of  Petersburg. — The  said  memorials  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  Jones  also  presented  a  petition  of  the  dele- 
gates of  the  United  Agricultural  Societies  of  Prince 
George,  Sussex,  Surry,  Petersburg,  Brunswick, 
Dinwiddie,  and  Isle  of  Wight,  in  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, praying  that  the  tariff  of  duties  on  imports 
may  not  be  increased  for  the  purpose  of  affording 
furliher  protection  to  the  manufacturing  interests 
of  the  country  ;  which  petition  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Agriculture. 

Mr.  Brevaro  presented  sundry  resolutions  adopt- 
ed at  a  numerous  and  respectable  meeting  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Kershaw  district,  held  at  Camden, 
in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  on  the  4th  of  No- 
vember last,  expressive  of  their  disapprobation  of 
any  increase  of  the  tariff  of  duties  on  imports. 

Mr.  Whitman  presented  a  memorial  from  a  con- 
vention of  delegates  assembled  from  the  agricul- 
tural and  commercial  sections  of  the  State  of 
Maine,  in  relation  to  the  tariff  proposed  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  and  praying  that  no  such 
measure  may  be  adopted  at  the  present  session. — 
The  said  resolutions  and  memorial  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

The  bills  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  John 
Holmes,  of  Alabama,  and  for  the  relief  of  Morgan 
Brown,  were  twice  read  and  considered. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate,  "declaring  the 
admission  of  the  State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union," 
was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rich,  the  House  proceeded 
to  consider  the  proposition  submitted  by  him  yes- 
terday, to  amend  the  standing  rules  and  orders  of 
the  House;  and  the  said  proposition  being  again 
read,  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Tracy  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day  for  consideration,  viz: 

Remited,  Tliat  the  SecreUry  of  War  be  directed  to 
Uy  before  this  Hoase  a  Ii«t  of  all  the  lands  and  build- 
ings which  have  been  purchased  by  the  United  Sutes 
for  military  parposea,  from  the  lat  day  of  July,  1812, 
to  the  preoent  time  ;  the  cost  of  each  site,  and  of  the 
buildings,  as  far  as  may  be  practicable;  together  with 
the  estimated  present  value;  also  indicating  those 
which,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Secretary,  may  be  sold 
without  injury  to  the  public  service. 

16th  CoN.  2d  SEse 21 


OFFICES  OF  THE  CUSTOMS. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ng  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  I5th  of  May,  1820, 
a  list  of  the  offices  of  the  customs,  which  may  be 
abolished  without  detriment  to  the  public  interest; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Treascrt  Departxkst,  Dec.  9,  1820. 

Sia;  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Houae  of 
Representatives  of  the  15lh  of  May.  1820,  directing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  "  to  report  to  the  House,  at 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  such  offices  of  the  cus- 
toms as  may  be  properly  suppressed,  on  account  of 
their  inutility,  or  from  any  other  cause,"  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  a  list  of  offices  which  it  is  believed  may 
be  abolished  without  detriment  to  the  public  interest. 

The  information  upon  which  this  report  is  founded, 
was  submitted  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  on 
the  2d  day  of  December,  1818,  with  the  list  hereto  an- 
nexed, in  conformity  with  a  resolution  of  that  honora- 
ble House,  and  may  be  referred  to  No.  27  of  the  re- 
ports of  the  second  session  of  the  fifteenth  Congrrae. 

In  the  collection  of  the  revenue  persons  are  employed 
to  weigh,  measure,  gauge,  and  mark,  all  merchandise 
imported  into  the  United  Stales  susceptible  of  theae 
different  operations,  the  fees  for  which  are  defined  by 
law,  and  form  a  large  item  in  the  expenses  of  collec- 
tion. 

It  is  ascertained  that  for  these  services  there  was  paid 
during  the  year  1819  the  sum  of  $116,426  71.  It  is 
also  ascertained  that,  in  one  of  the  principal  ports, 
these  services  are  performed  exclusively  by  the  inspec- 
tors, who  receive  three  dollars  a  day  throughout  the 
year,  for  their  services  as  inspectors.  The  law  regu- 
lating the  compensation  of  the  in^^pectors  of  the  cus- 
toms, authoriies  the  allowance  of  three  dollars  a  day 
for  the  days  that  they  are  actually  employed.  But  they 
cannot  be  considered  as*  actually  employed  as  inspec- 
tors every  day  in  the  year,  when  during  the  same  lime 
they  are  employed  as  weighers,  measurers,  gaugers, 
and  markers,  and  actually  receive  for  such  services 
about  $2,400  a  year. 

In  several  of  the  poru,  the  inspectors  have  volun- 
tarily ofieicd  Lo  perform,  without  compensation,  »uch 
services.     It  is  confidently  believed  that  the  inspectors 
employed  in  the  several  diatricts  of  the  United  States, 
at  this  time,  are  entirely  competent  to  dlschai]ge  these 
duties,  in  sddition  to  those  now  required  of  them.   The 
abolition  of  the  fees  for  weighing,  measuring,  gsuging , 
and  marking,  will  reduce  the  expenses  of  collection  at 
least  $100,000  a  year,  whilst  the  abolition  of  theoflSces 
presented  in  the  list  annexed  to  this  report  will  not  re- 
duce it  to  more  than  about  $8,000.     It  is,  therefore, 
respectfully  submitted,  that  it  is  expedient  to  repeal  so 
much  of  the  second  section  of  the  act  to  establish  the 
compensation  of  the  officers  employed  in  the  collection 
of  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  and  for  other 
purposes,  passed  March  the  2d,  1799;  and  of  all  other 
acts  which  silow  fees  for  weighing,  measuring,  gaug- 
ing, and  marking  of  merchandise  or  packages,  imported 
into  the  United  States,  and  that  these  services  be  ren- 
dered by  the  inspectors  of  the  customs. 

I  remain,  with  respect,  6cc. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

The  Hon.  J.  W.  Tailor, 

Speaker  Houu of  Eepre»eiUaiive$.  _:• 
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Dkcembm,  1820. 


CONSTITUTION  OF  MISSOURI. 


The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  declaring  the  admission  of  the  State 
of  Missouri  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  Beecheb,  of  Ohio,  delivered,  at  considera- 
ble lenffth,  his  sentiments,  in  opposition  to  the  pas- 
sage of  the  resolution.  ,     r  ,.  ,. 

fAr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  said,  after  the  full  discus- 
sion which  this  subject  had  already  received,  he 
felt  much  reluctance  in  asking  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  single  additional  remark  from  him ;  and 
w«rc  it  not  for  the  peculiar  situation  in  which  he 
found  himself  placed,  he  should  have  been  con- 
tented in  giving  a  silent  vote.  He  said  he  had  fully 
given  his  constituents  to  understand  that  he  should 
rote  for  the  admission  of  Missouri.  That  he  had 
given  them  so  to  understand,  even  previous  to  his 
re-election  to  a  seat  in  the  next  Congress,  and  the 
result  of  that  election  had  satisfied  nim  that  his 
vote  would  not  be  disapproved.  He  considered  the 
faith  of  Congress  pledged,  by  the  act  of  the  last 
session,  to  admit  her,  provided  her  constitution 
were  made  in  conformity  to  the  terms  of  this  act, 
and  when  he  had  said  he  would  vote  for  her  ad- 
mission, that  declaration  had  always  been  made 
under  the  belief  that  such  would  be  the  case. 

When  Mr.  C.  arrived  at  Washington,  he  for  the 
first  time  met  the  objection,  which  was  now  urged 
against  her  constitution,  and  perhaps  under  the  in- 
fluence of  a  strong  anxiety  for  her  admission,  had 
examined  the  question,  as  he  then  thought,  tho- 
roughly, and  for  a  considerable  time  saw  no  reason 
to  cnange  his  determination.     Under  this  convic- 
tion, produced  by  that  examination,  he  had,  as  he 
hoped  he  always  should  do,  fearlessly  expressed 
his  opinion  in  favor  of  her  admission.     He  even 
now,  notwithstanding  his  opinion  was  changed, 
freely  declared  that  all  his  predilections  were  in 
favor  of  such  a  vote.     Missouri,  he  said,  was  the 
near  adjoining  neighbor  of  Illinois,  and  notwith- 
standing an  unhappy  difference  of  opinion  upon 
political  subjects  had  created  between  their  respec- 
tive citizens  a  rancor  and  animosity,  which  he  well 
knew  the  vote  he  was  about  to  give  would  not  in 
the  least  allay ;  a  vote  which  he  well  knew  many 
of  his  constituents  would  be  greatlv  disappoint- 
ed when  they  heard  of;  yet  he  should  be  glad  to 
see  her  admitted  and  placed  upon  an  equal  footing 
with  the  State  which  he  had  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent. 

Mr.  C.  said,  it  was  because  of  his  particular  sit- 
uation, and  because  there  was  a  view  of  the  subject 
which  had  weight  with  him,  and  which  had  not 
been  taken  in  argument,  that  he  ventured  to  beg 
the  indulgence  of  the  House  for  a  single  moment. 
He  was  aware  that  the  change  his  opinion  had 
undergone,  had  called  forth  the  charge  of  incon- 
sistency and  timidity  from  some,  on  both  sides  of 
the  question.  But  such  suggestions  made  no  im- 
pression upon  his  mind.  He  felt  shielded  against 
the  effects  of  all  such  unkind  opinions  and  sugges- 
tions, by  a  consciousness  of  the  rectitude  of  his  own 
motives. 

He  said  he  considered  the  freedom  of  thought, 
and  its  fearless  declaration,  as  the  palladium  of 


truth,  and  the  impregnable  bulwark  of  liberty. 
When  reason  was  left  free  to  combat  error,  the 
triumph  of  sound  principles,  he  thought,  could  not 
long  be  doubtful. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  sentiments  he  had 
examined  the  subject  for  himself,  and  had  satisfied 
his  own  mind  of  the  incorrectness  of  his  first  opin- 
ion. And  surely  after  the  example  set  him  by  the 
distinguished  chairman  of  the  committee  who  re- 
ported this  resolution,  (Mr.  Lowndes,)  he  hoped 
he  might  escape  animadversion  for  acknowledging 
his  error.  He  said  that  honorable  gentleman  had 
frankly  and  magnanimously  acknowledged  his 
error  in  reporting  that  preamble  to  the  resolution 
then  under  discussion,  which  had  been  stricken 
out.  An  example  of  this  kind  he  was  by  no  means 
ashamed  to  imitate. 

Mr.  C.  said,  much  argument  had  been  employed 
on  the  opposite  side,  to  prove  that  Missouri  was 
now  a  State.  In  reply  to  which  he  had  no  hope 
of  being  able  to  advance  stronger  arguments  than 
had  already  been  urged,  and  particularly  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Sehgbant,) 
and  he  was  therefore  willing  to  adopt  them  as  the 
arguments  upon  which  he  predicated  the  converse 
of  that  proposition,  that  Missouri  was  not  now  a 
State,  unless  she  were  such  de  facto,  and  therefore 
entitled  to  none  of  the  rights  and  immunities  of  a 
State  of  this  Union. 

In  order  to  be  a  State  of  this  Union,  or  to  be  en- 
tilled  to  become  such,  he  considered  it  an  indis- 
pensable prerequisite,  on  her  part,  to  form  a  con- 
stitution m  conformity  to  the  principles  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  and  in  conformity  to  the 
conditions  presented  by  the  act  by  virtue  of  which 
her  constitution,  upon  its  face,  professed  to  have 
been  formed. 

That  she  had  not  framed  such  a  constitution,  he 
thought  was  fairly  deducible  from  the  arguments 
which  he  was  about  to  employ.   The  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  said  he,  gives  to  "Congresj^ 
the  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules 
and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  or  other 
property  belonging  to  the  United  States."     This, 
said  Mr.  C,  is  a  general  power,  and  in  the  exer- 
cise of  this  general  power  he  apprehended  Con- 
gress had  a  right  to  dispose  of  that  territory  to 
whomsoever  they  pleased.    He  said  it  had  been 
admitted  by  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  this  ques- 
tion, that  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  were  compe- 
tent to  hold  real  estate,  and  that  they  did  hold  it 
in  almost,  if  not  quite  every  State  in  the  Union. 
They  are  therefore  competent,  he  observed,  under 
the  admission  of  all  parties,  to  purchase  such  estate 
from  the  United  States.     But  the  constitution  of 
Missouri  declares,  "that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
'  the  Legislature,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  pass  such 
'  laws  as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  free  negroes 
'  and  mulattoes  from  coming  to,  and  settling  in 
'  that  State,  under  any  pretext  whatsoever."     A 
provision,  said  he,  which,  notwithstanding  their 
competency   to   purchase,   and    the    indisputable 
power  of  Congress  to  sell  to  them,  clearly  asserts 
a  controlling  power  both  over  the  rights  of  these 
individuals,  and  the  paramount  authority  of  Con- 
gress. 
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Sir  said  he,  every  Congress  is  equal,  and  is 
therefore  alike  possessed  of  power  to  dispose  of  the 
territory  of  the  United  States,  as  may  be  thought 
expedient.  One  Congress  cannot  irrevocably  de- 
clare that  no  subsequent  Congress  shall  sell  any 
portion  of  the  public  domain  to  free  negroes  or 
mulattoes;  the  attempt  to  do  so,  would  be  vain 
and  nugatory.  If  Congress,  then,  cannot  do  this, 
can  they,  asiced  Mr.  C,  confer  this  power  upon  a 
subordinate  Legislature?  Surely  not.  It  would 
be  making  the  creature  greater  than  the  creator. 
And  yet  Missouri  does  virtually  declare,  by  prohib- 
iting their  emigration  thither,  that  hereafter  the 
United  States  shall  not  sell  any  of  the  public  do- 
main within  her  borders  to  persons  of  that  descrip- 
tion. In  doing  this  he  thought  Missouri  had  at- 
tempted more  than  Congress  could  do,  and,  he 
thought,  had  therefore  violated  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution. But,  said  Mr.  C,  there  is  another  view 
of  this  question,  which  it  may  not  be  amiss  to 
present. 

The  gentleman  from  Delaware  (Mr.  McLane) 
had  contended  that  the  Legislature  of  Missouri 
would  have  this  power,  even  if  their  constitution 
did  not  expressly  confer  it.  These  people,  said 
that  gentleman,  are  not  citizens,  and  may  there- 
fore be  kept  out.  Now,  if,  because  they  are  not 
citizens,  they  may  be  kept  out,  with  equal  reason 
at  least  may  Indians,  and  all  other  aliens  be  also 
kept  out.  And  yet,  said  he,  we  know  the  Govern- 
ment is  in  the  constant  habit  of  ceding  to  the  In- 
dians portions  of  the  national  domain,  in  exchange 
for  portions  of  theirs.  If  the  argument  of  the  gen- 
tleman, therefore,  proved  any  thing,  it  clearly 
proved  too  much.  It  is  true,  said  Mr,  C,  that 
clause  of  the  constitution  does  not  give  the  Legis- 
lature this  excluding  power,  in  relation  to  Indians 
or  aliens,  but  it  gives  a  power  which,  if  sanctioned, 
does  by  analogy  sanction  the  doctrine  of  that  gen- 
tleman ;  and,  by  denying  the  right  of  the  Legisla- 
ture to  exercise  this  express  power,  we  necessarily 
deny  its  right  to  exercise  the  implied. 

For  one,  Mr.  C.  would  be  extremely  ^lad  if  the 
Stale  had  this  excluding  power  in  relation  to  In- 
dians. They  are  a  troublesome  population,  and 
the  State  which  he  had  the  honor  to  represent 
might  finally,  for  the  want  of  such  power,  find 
herself  encumbered  by  the  settlement  ot  additional 
tribes  within  her  borders ;  an  event  by  no  means 
desirable. 

While  upon  this  branch  of  the  subject,  Mr.  C. 
hoped  he  would  be  pardoned  for  a  moment's  di- 
gression from  the  question  immediately  before  the 
House.  He  said  that  the  correctness  of  the  au- 
thority which  the  treaty-making  power  had  been 
heretofore  exercising,  in  disposing  of  the  territory 
of  the  United  Slates  by  cession  to  the  Indians,  he 
thought,  deserved  a  serious  examination.  He  had 
been  impressed  with  the  idea,  that  the  express  del- 
egation of  the  power  to  dispose  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States  to  Congress,  ought  to  exclude 
the  idea  of  the  existence  of  a  similar  power,  and 
particularly  by  implication,  in  any  other  depart- 
ment of  the  Qovemment.  He  said  it  was  true, 
that  the  unfixed  lines  of,  and  disputed  title  to,  any 
portion  of  territory,  could  only  be  settled  by  treaty ; 


ani,  in  the  case  of  war,  where  the  cession  of  a 
portion  of  territory  was  made  a  sint  qua  rum  to  the 
restoration  of  peace ;  this  being  a  case  of  neces- 
sity, he  supposed  it  would  also  be  competent  for 
the  treaty-making  power  to  make  the  demanded 
cession.  But,  when  the  indisputable  title  was 
vested  in  the  United  States, and  no  such  necessity 
existed,  he  thought  it  worthy  of  the  profoundest 
inquiry  to  determine  what  were  the  limits  of  the 
treaty-making  power  upon  the  subject 

Mr.  C.  said,  there  was  another  view  of  that 
clause  of  the  Missouri  constitution,  under  which 
it  seemed  still  more  obviously  in  violation  of  the 
Federal  Constitution.  Con§[ress,  he  said,  by  Wr- 
tue  of  the  general  power  which  it  possessed  to  dis- 
pose of  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  the  military  services  of  per- 
sons, as  well  of  this  as  of  every  other  description, 
had  oflered  them  a  land  bounty,  to  many  of  whom, 
and  embracing  free  negroes  and  mulattoes,  patents 
had  already  been  issued  for  lands  in  Missouri  He 
said  persons  of  this  description,  to  his  own  knowl- 
edge, had  purchased  land  in  Illinois,  and  he  bad 
no  doubt  they  had  also  in  Missouri.     Whether 

they  had  or  not,  however,  did  not  vaiy  the  case 

the  principle  was  the  same.  In  the  soldier  as  well 
as  the  purchaser,  therefore,  he,  Mr.  C,  begged  leave 
to  say,  the  Government  of  the  United  States  vested 
a  fee  irimplt  estate  in  those  lands.  The  Grovem- 
ment,  he  said,  made  no  other  description  of  title. 
This  title  he  considered  to  consist  of  the  possession, 
the  right  of  possession,  and  the  right  of  property ; 
and  he  thought,  when  he  asserted  that  the  Gov- 
erament  had  guarantied  all  these  features  of  the 
right  which  it  vested,  both  to  the  soldier  and  the 
purchaser,  that  no  honorable  member  would  haz- 
ard a  controversion  of  that  assertion.  Under  this 
guarantee  he  considered  the  United  States  incom- 
petent, unless  for  public  purposes,  and  then  only 
by  paying  a  fair  equivalent  therefor,  to  deprive 
them  of  this  property ;  and  yet  Missouri,  a  subor- 
dinate Legislature,  if  her  constitution  be  allowed 
to  operate,  does  virtually  take  it  away,  without 
paying  any  equivalent  whatever;  for,  if  a  per- 
son be  not  allowed  to  enjoy  the  possession  of  his 
property,  he  is  virtually  deprived  of  it. 

But,  said  he,  the  United  States  are  bound  both 
to  the  soldier  and  the  purchaser  to  protect  him  in 
the  enjoyment  of  his  property ;  it  constitutes,  by 
every  principle  of  law  and  reason,  a  nart  of  the 
original  contract.  The  Government,  for  this  ob- 
ligation, has  received  a  full  consideration,  and  yet 
Missouri,  in  direct  violation  of  that  provision  of 
the  Federal  Constitution  which  forbids  any  State 
to  pass  any  "  ex  post  facto  law,  or  law  impairing 
the  obligation  of  contracts"  has  virtually  provided 
that  those  contracts  which  have  been  completed 
by  the  emanation  of  patents  shall,  by  the  ex  post 
facto  operation  of  her  constitution,  be  annulled, 
and  the  force  of  the  contract  be  wholly  impaired  ; 
and  by  its  prospective  operation  as  virtually  im- 
pairs the  obligation  of  those  contracts,  which  are 
yet  executory  for  the  want  of  patents. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  had,  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, when  discussing  the  question  of  restriction, 
stated  that  new  States,  when  admitted  into  the 
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Union,  could  not,  under  hi*  view  of  the  subject, 
come  in,  and  be  upon  an  equal  footing,  m  their 
domestic  aspect,   with    the  ongmal   Slates.     He 


tion,  and  much  less  of  a  small  portion  of  it  only, 
should  not  sanction  the  least  possible  violation  of 
that  instrument.     The  progress  of  despotism  upon 


domesiic  aspect,  wuu    lut  w.^.u-.   ^^ —    ..,-..„-- j   "^i   •♦  t      .    '  .u  .u 

then  attempted  to  prove  it,  by  showing  that  a  prop-  :  liberty,  he  said,  was  gradual,  it  kept  pace  with  the 
^ition  was  made  in  the  Federal  Convention  to  ,  loss  of  public  morals.  It  would  be  so  with  en- 
ingraft  this  provision  into  the  Constitution:  "That  ,  croachments  upon  the  Constitution;  they  would 
new  Slates  when  admitted  into  this  Union,  shall  ,  be  so  gradual  as  hardly  to  be  seen  or  felt,  until  it 
be  UDon  an  equal  fooling  with  ihe  original  States."  was  pared  down  to  a  state  of  inefficiency  inade- 
This  nrovision  said  Mr.  C,  partly  for  the  reasons  !  quale  to  the  purposes  of  Us  adoption  ;  and  then, 
which  he  then  urged,  as  well  as  for  many  others  and  not  till  then,  would  the  Government  be  d»- 
eauallv  co<rent,  was  rejected.  One  other  of  these  solved.  The  line  between  the  Federal  and  State 
reasons  now  presented  itself,  and  was  indeed  the  ,  Governments  should  be  fixed,  and  encroachments 
basis  upon  which  all  others  rested.  It  was  that,  upon  either  should  be  resisted  in  the  bud.  How- 
the  full  operation  of  which,  he  had  endeavored  to  ,  ever  anxious,  therefore,  he  might  be  for  theadmis- 
show  the  Missouri  constitution  attempted  to  arrest.  ;  sion  of  Missouri,  he  could  not,  for  one,  consent  to 
It  was  that  the  Federal  Government  had  sover-  |  receive  her  with  this  clause  in  her  constitution, 
eign  authority  over  the  public  soil  within  the  con-        When  Mr.  Cook  had  concluded,  Mr.  Lownpeb, 
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fines  of  such'  new  States.  The  old  Stales  were 
lords  of  their  own  soil,  the  new  are  not.  In  the 
domesiic  aspect,  therefore,  the  old  and  new  Slates 
are  not,  nor  can  they  be,  upon  an  equal  footing. 
In  their  federal  aspect,  however,  he  admitted  their 


of  South  Carolina,  addressed  the  Chair  in  sub- 
stance as  follows : 

Mr.  Lowndes  began  by  saying  that  he  did  not 
remember  having  ever  before  addressed  the  House 
twice  on  the  same  proposition.     It  was  perhaps 


perfect  equality  ;  he  meant  in  the  enjoyment  of  1  his  duly,  as  chairman  of  the  committee  which  bad 
rights  exclusively  federal.  reported  the  resolution  upon  the  table,  to  reply  to 

Mr  C  said  it  would  at  once  be  seen  that  the  j  the  •bjections  which  had  been  made  to  their  re- 
force  of  his  objection  did  not  connect  itself  with  1  port.  But  he  had  another,  though  a  personal,  mo- 
the  great  question  of  citizenship,  but  was  an  objec-  ',  live.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  f  Mr. 
tion  looking  to  other  clauses  of  the  Constitution.  ;  Sergeant)  had  peremptorily  denied  facts  ol  which 
That  those  clauses  were  impugned  by  the  clause  ,  he  had  given  the  proof  at  the  same  time  with  the 
in  the  Missouri  constitution  to  which  he  had  re-  ,  assertion ;  he  had  forgotten,  and  in  consequence 
ferred,  was  apparent  at  least  to  his  mind,  and  he  misquoted,  the  words  of  the  resolution  reported  by 
could  not  therefore  vote  for  the  resolution  nowun-  ,  the  committee  to  which  they  both  belonged,  and 
der  consideration.  ^  i  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  his  speech  had. 

But,  he  said,  it  had  been  proposed  to  refer  this  i  with  few  exceptions,  eluded  every  argument  which 
question  to  the  Judiciary.     The  propriety  of  that  ,  he  professed  to  answer. 

proposition  he  should  not  atumpt  to  discuss.  j      The  question  on  which  ihev  differed  most  essen- 

He,  however,  considered  it  a  question  growing  ,  tially  was  that  which  regarded  the  eflecl  and  ob- 
out  of  the  exercise  of  a  power  vested  exclusively  j  ligation  of  that  law  of  the  last  ses.sion,  by  which 
in  Congres:^— the  power  to  admit  new  States;  and  the  people  of  Missouri  were  authorized  to  form  for 
was  therefore  a  question  which  he  thought  Con-  i  themselves  a  constitution  and  State  government, 
gress  bound  to  determine.     He  was  not  over  anx-  ,  Mr.  L.  believed   that  under  this  law  it  was  not 


lous  to  assume  responsibility,  but  he  certainly  felt 
no  disposition  to  shrink  from  that  which  he  thought 
properly  devolved  upon  him. 

Mr.  6.  again  repealed,  that  his  feelings  were  in 
favor  of  admission;  that  both  personal  and  politi- 
cal reasons  combined  to  render  it  a  desirable  event ; 
and  were  it  consistent  with  his  sense  of  the  duly 
which  he  owed  to  the  country  and  the  Conslitu- 
tion  to  give  such  a  vole  upon  the  resolution  under 
consideration,  he  was  sure  no  member  on  that  floor 
would  do  it  with  more  pleasure.     But,  while  he 
considered  the  Constitution  the  rock  upon  which 
our  temple  of  liberty  must  stand,  and  having  sworn 
to  support  it,  he  felt  himself  called  upon  to  forego 
all  such  considerations,  and  defend  it  against  in- 
fringement.    Sir,  said  he,  if  we  ever  suffer  our 
individual  feelings  and  wishes  to  enter  into  our 
deliberations  and  discussions,  so  far  as  to  govern 
our  public  conduct,  those  feelings  and  wishes,  like 
the  imperceptible  rising  of  the  tide,  will  finally 
overrun  every  principle  of  the  Constitution,  and 
we  shall    ultimately    find   ourselves    floating   at 
large  upon  the  open  sea  of  uncertainly,  without  a 
single  landmark  to  guide  us. 

The  momentary  inconvenience  even  of  the  na- 


left  to  our  discretion  to  determine  whether  she 
should  become  a  member  of  the  Confederacy,  but 
that  upon  her  accepting  the  terms  which  were 
proposed  in  it,  upon  her  engaging  to  fulfil  the  du- 
ties of  a  State,  she  had  acquired  its  rights,  and 
that  Congress  had  become  bound  to  uke  every 
measure  which  might  be  necessary  for  their  re- 
cognition and  exercise. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  met  one 
of  the  principles  on  which  this  proposition  might 
be  supposed  to  depend.  He  had  denied  that  Con- 
gress had  power  to  pass  an  act  for  the  admission 
of  a  Stale,  which  should  lake  effect  from  a  future 
day. 

The  Constitution  gives  to  Congress  the  power 
to  admit  Slates  in  the  broadest  terms.  The  high 
privileges  which  it  is  authorized  to  impart  may 
commence  instantly,  and  extend  throu^  all  fu- 
ture lime.  When  the  convenience  of  a  Territory 
required  that  it  should  become  a  member  of  the 
Union  at  a  future  day,  what  principle  of  the  Con- 
siiiulion  was  opposed  to  this  prospective  admis- 
sion 7  Congress  may  raise  armies.  Has  any  man 
ever  suspected  that  inis  power  coold  not  be  execu- 
ted by  giving  a  prospective  and  even  a  contingent 
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authority?  Congress  may  lay  taxes.  May  they 
not  be  limited  to  take  effect  some  time  after  the 
passage  of  the  law  ?  Congress  may  constitute  in- 
ferior courts.  Would  such  an  act  be  void,  be- 
cause its  operation  was  to  commence  from  a  fu- 
ture day  ?  Void  because  it  was  not  inconvenient 
and  absurd  ?  Run  your  eye  along  the  whole  list 
of  powers  which  are  given  to  the  Federal  Legis- 
lature, and  you  will  find  no  countenance  for  the 
doctrine  which  would  require  that  at  the  very  mo- 
ment when  their  will  is  pronounced,  the  object 
which  they  are  empowered  to  effect,  should  be  in- 
stantly executed.  The  power  of  making  treaties, 
too,  although  given  to  another  depository,  is  sup- 
posed to  be  pursued,  although  the  convention  with 
a  foreign  State  may  take  effect  from  a  future  day. 
There  is  nothing  plausible  in  the  assertion  which 
denies  to  Congress  the  power  of  admitting  States, 
by  an  act  which  shall  not  go  into  operation  for 
some  time  after  its  passage.  The  House  would 
see  in  his  subsequent  observations  the  importance 
of  determining  whether  Congress  had  the  Con- 
stitutional right  of  admitting  Stales  by  a  prospec- 
tive law.  He  need  not  say  that  this  question  of 
right  was  distinct  from  that  of  expediency. 

Mr.  L.  conceived  this  to  be  the  doctrine  of  the 
friends  of  the  resolution,  that  when  any  people, 
subject  to  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  from 
the  extent  of  their  territory,  their  numbers,  the 
habits  and  character  of  their  society,  seem  capable 
of  self-government,  the  control  which  Congress 
had  reserved  over  their  appointments  and  laws 
shall  be  withdrawn  ;  they  shall  be  authorized  to 
form  and  administer  their  own  constitution,  and 
shall  participate  as  an  equal  member  of  the  Union, 
in  all  Its  privileges  and  powers.  It  is  an  act  of 
emancipation.  But  the  restraints  as  well  as  the 
advantages  of  the  Federal  Constitution  are  ex- 
tended to  them.  What  security,  it  is  asked,  do 
you  take,  that  these  restraints  will  be  submitted  to? 
We  trust  the  people  with  their  own  constitution. 
We  believe  that  Missouri,  as  we  believe  that  Mas- 
sachusetts and  New  York,  will  respect  the  obliga- 
tion which  the  federal  compact  imposes,  and  if 
they  shall  inadvertently  transgress  its  limitations, 
that  they  will  submit  to  the  judicial  authority, 
which  expounds  and  enforces  alike  their  rights 
and  duties.  It  is  on  this  principle  that  we  have 
hitherto  acted  in  the  admission  of  new  Stales.  It 
is  the  doctrine  of  the  Constitution,  and  Mr.  L.  be- 
lieved the  only  Republican  doctrine.  He  trusted 
that  the  House  would  distinguish  between  suspi- 
cion and  wisdom.  The  enemies  of  the  resolution 
allow  that  the  moment  after  the  Senators  and 
Representatives  from  Missouri  shall  have  been 
permitted  to  take  their  seats,  the  constitution  of 
Missouri  may  be  altered,  and  that  Congress  will 
have  no  power  to  prevent  it.  What  is  the  value 
of  a  security  which  lasts  but  for  a  month  ?  If  the 
first  conititution  of  a  new  State  must  not  contain 
even  a  doubtful  provision,  under  penalty  of  dis- 
franchisement, while  succeeding  forms  of  Govern- 
ment, though  they  may  be  changed  annually,  will 
be  safe  from  examination,  the  consequence  is  plain. 
Every  new  Slate  will  frame  a  constitution  for 
this  review  of  inspection,  such  as  shall  contain  no 


clause  to  which  Congress  can  object,  and  the 
adoption  of  those  provisions,  which  are  intended 
practically  to  direct  the  operations  of  the  Gove/n- 
ment,  will  be  postponed  until  our  declaration  that 
the  State  is  admitted  shall  enable  it  to  form  a 
constitution  without  interference.  Mr.  L.  said 
that  the  first  constitution  would  be  very  short  and 
plain  ;  it  would  certainly  contain  no  offensive  fea- 
ture, and  hardly  any  feature  at  all ;  it  might  pro- 
vide in  three  lines  that  there  should  be  an  Execu- 
tive, a  Legislature,  a  Judiciary,  and  that  these 
should  be  elected  by  the  people.  A  committee  of 
this  House  would  report  that  they  could  find  noth- 
ing in  the  constitution  to  object  to,  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  would  applaud  their 
f)rudence  in  taking  care  not  to  extend  the  privi- 
eges  of  self-government  to  any  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country,  until  they  had  given  bond  for 
their  good  behaviour. 

In  public  or  private  life,  he  who  parts  with  power 
or  property,  shows  no  wisdom  in  pretending  still 
to  regulate  its  disposition.  It  is  prudent,  as  well 
as  generous,  to  treat  those  who  are  about  to  be- 
come members  of  the  Federal  Union,  with  a  frank 
and  liberal  confidence.  Nothing  can  be  more  re- 
pugnant to  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  or  the 
practice  of  our  Government,  than  a  churlish  and 
reluctant  admission,  which  exacts  security  that  it 
knows  to  be  ineffectual,  and  employs  the  last  mo- 
ment of  authority  in  proclaiming  that  it  would 
willingly  exert  the  power  which  it  has  engaged  to 
abdicate.  But  he  had  gone  a  little  further  into 
this  subject,  (Mr.  Lowndes  said)  than  he  had  in- 
tended at  this  lime.  He  thought  that  the  House 
must  admit,  and  as  yet  he  contended  for  nothing 
more — that  Congress  has,  under  the  Constitution, 
a  right  to  admit  Slates  by  a  prospective  law. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Ser- 
geant) had  said,  peremptorily,  that  "Congress 
has  never  admitted  a  State  by  anticipation."  Mr. 
L.  observed,  that  when  he  had  first  spoken  in  sup- 
port of  the  resolution  before  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  as  he  could  not  exactly  know  the  charac- 
ter of  the  objections  which  would  be  opposed  to  it, 
he  had  endeavored  rather  to  develope  principles, 
than  to  apply  them ;  and  had  referred  to  the  evi- 
dence, by  which  material  facts  were  established, 
without  quoting,  or  even  fully  stating  them.  The 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  found  it  easy 
to  elude  his  principles,  and  to  deny  his  facts. 

The  acts  by  which  Congress  had  admitted  States, 
prospectively,  were  material  to  a  just  decision  oi 
the  resolution,  and  Mr.  Lowndes  referred  to  them, 
with  a  higher  view  than  that  of  proving  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  to  be  wrong.  The 
House  must  bear  with  him  while  on  this  argu- 
ment he  found  it  necessary  to  quote  the  words  of 
laws  to  which  he  had  before  referred. 

The  act  admitting  Kentucky  into  the  Union, 
(Laws  of  the  U.  S.,  vol.  2,  p.  122,)  in  its  first  section, 
enacts  and  declares,  that  the  district  of  Kentucky 
shall,  upon  the  first  day  of  June,  1792,  be  formed 
into  a  new  Stale,  &c.,  and  its  second  section  is  in 
these  words :  "  And  be  it  further  enacted  and  de- 
'  dared,  that  upon  the  aforesaid  first  day  of  June, 
^  1792,  the  said  new  State,  by  the  name  and  style  of 
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*  the  State  of  Kentucky,  shall  be  received  and  ad- 

*  nutted  into  the  Union,  as  a  new  and  entire  mem-  j 

*  ber  of  the  United  States  of  America"  The  act  \ 
was  passed  on  the  4th  February,  1791.  Congress 
was  not  even  in  session  in  ilune,  1792.  Kentucky 
was  admitted  without  any  further  act  by  Con- 
gress, in  virtue  of  the  law  of  1791 ;  and  this  law 
of  prospective  admission  has  given  her  all  the 
rights  of  a  State,  or  she  has  them  not  now. 

So  in  respect  to  Vermont,  a  law  passed  on  the 
I8th  of  February,  1791,  enacts  and  declares,  that, 
OB  the  4th  day  of  March,  1791,  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont shall  be  received  and  admitted  into  this  i 
Union  as  a  new  and  entire  member  of  the  United 
States  of  America.  Vermont  is  not  now  a  State 
unless  this  be  an  act  of  admission. 

In  these  two  instances  of  the  admission  of  new 
States,  (the  first  which  occurred  under  the  Consti- 
tution,) the  words  "  shall  be  received  and  admitted" 
must  be  confessed  to  imply  the  perfect  acquisition 
of  the  rights  and  duties  of  members  of  the  Confed- 
eracy, at  the  time  designated  in  the  act.  They 
looked  to  no  further  agency  or  confirmation  of 
Congress.  The  words  are  used  as  synonymous 
with  "shall  become;"  and  the  two  States  by  vir- 
tue of  acts  which  declare  that  "  they  shall  be  ad- 
mitted" on  days  on  which  Congress  did  not  sit,  and 
could  not  act,  actually  became  States  of  the  Ameri- 
can Union  on  those  days. 

It  is  in  defiance  of  these  examples,  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  tells  us  that  "a  State 
has  never  been  admitted  by  anticipation." 

Mr.  L.  said  that,  before  he  examined  the  exam- 
ple of  Ohio,  he  must  notice  an  observation  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  which  seemed 
calculated  to  throw  rather  a  ludicrous  air  upon  any 
argument  which  might  be  employed  to  prove  that 
Missouri  is  a  State  of  right.  If,  indeed,  she  be  a 
State,  what  are  we  doing  ;  about  what  are  we  de- 
liberating ;  why  pass  a  resolution  if  she  be  a  State 
without  It  1 

To  answer  a  merely  verbal  argument,  it  is  enough 
to  explain  the  words  of  a  proposition.  Mr.  L.  be- 
lievea  that,  under  the  law  of  the  last  session  with- 
out any  act  upon  our  part,  Missouri  had  a  right  to 
form  a  State  government,  and  to  administer  it ;  to 
elect  her  Senators  and  Representative  to  Congress, 
and  that  her  Senators  and  Representative  had  a 
right  to  seats  in  this  and  the  other  House.  He 
should  consider  these  propositions,  at  first,  without 
reference  to  the  supposed  repugnance  between  the 
c(mstitutions  of  Missouri  ana  of  the  United  States, 
or  to  the  proviso  in  the  fourth  section  of  the  act. 
But  he  had  not  forgotten  the  proviso,  and  gentle- 
men might  be  very  sure  that  he  would  not  evade 
its  consideration. 

He  asked  of  the  House  that  it  would  apply  the 
objections  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
to  the  propositions  which  he  had  stated.  He  would 
try  them  only  upon  the  last,  for  he  was  really  sorry 
that  this  style  of  argument  should  be  introduced 
into  the  public  councils.  It  seemed,  according  to 
this  objection,  that,  if  the  Representative  and  Sen- 
ators had  a  right  to  their  seats,  there  was  some- 
thiag  absurd  in  our  deliberating  whether  they  had 
the  right  or  not.    Does  not  the  gentleman  from 


Pennsylvania  know  that  the  clearest  rights  may 
be  disputed  and  denied  ?  Is  it,  then,  absurd  to  pro* 
pose  that  these  rights  shall  be  recc^nised,  and  their 
exercise  be  allowed?  If  Missouri  be  a  State  al-' 
ready,  it  is  true  that  we  cannot  proceed  to  make 
her  so  ;  but  may  we  not  declare  ner  to  be  such — 
may  we  not  treat  her  as  such  ?  Mr.  L.  said  he  had 
not  attempted  to  enter  into  the  inquiry,  what  forms 
of  recognition  were  necessary  (or  whether  any 
were)  to  extend  to  a  new  State,  in  our  courts  and 
elsewhere,  all  the  privileges  of  its  condition.  If 
any  form  of  recognition  be  necessary  for  the  prac- 
tical enjoyment  of  these  advantages,  the  State  ha« 
a  right  to  claim  that  this  form  of  recognition  shall 
be  employed. 

Among  individuals  those  rights  only  may  be 
considered  as  perfect,  which  can  be  maintained  in 
a  court  of  justice.  Claims  upon  the  United  States, 
whether  political  or  pecuniary,  are  not  susceptible 
of  this  legal  distinction.  Against  them  there  can 
be  no  right  more  perfect  than  that  which  is  founded 
upon  a  compact  proposed  by  them  as  the  one  party, 
and  formally  accepted  by  the  other. 

But,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  had  done  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  some  injustice.  His  argument 
was  a  little  more  plausible  than  he  had  represented 
it  to  be.  He  construed  the  resolution  before  the 
House  as  if  it  contained  the  words  Missouri  "  is 
hereby  admitted,"  and  then  reasoned  in  very  logi- 
cal form,  that,  if  she  were  admitted  by  the  resolu- 
tion, she  could  not  have  been  admitted  before  it. 

Mr.  L.  said,  that,  when  he  had  heard  this  criti- 
cism, he  had  supposed  that  he  should  be  obliged 
frankly  to  allow  that  he  had  drawn  the  resolution 
very  carelessly,  and  that  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, (a  member  of  the  committee  which  re- 
ported it,)  by  prudently  withholding  this  objection 
to  its  form,  nad  secured  every  fair  advantage  in 
attacking  it.  For  once,  however,  he  had  found 
himself  too  ready  to  admit  an  error.  The  resolu- 
tion pronounces  that  Missouri  is  hereby — not  ad- 
mitted— but  declared  to  be  admitted  ;  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  to  adapt  his  argument 
to  the  fact,  must  convince  the  House  that  it  is  ab- 
surd, when  a  State  has  become  one  of  the  United 
States,  to  declare  that  she  is  so. 

After  all,  however,  the  important  questions  were 
those  which  regarded  not  the  words  of  the  resolu- 
tion, (which  it  was  as  easy  to  amend  as  to  criti- 
cise,) but  the  rights  of  Missouri.  He  thought  that 
these  rights  would  be  strongly  illustrated  by  ex- 
amining the  admission  of  Ohio  into  the  Union. 

In  her  case,  as  in  those  of  Vermont  and  Ken- 
tucky, the  act  was  one  of  prospective  admission  ; 
to  lake  effect,  however,  not  at  a  fixed  time,  but 
upon  the  occurrence  of  a  particular  contingency. 
To  the  admission  of  a  State,  the  consent  of  two 
parties  (of  Congress  and  of  the  State  itself)  is 
necessary.  In  the  cases  of  Vermont  and  Ken- 
tucky, the  consent  of  the  State  had  been  expressed 
before  the  passage  of  the  act  of  Congress.  The 
admission,  therefore,  by  the  act,  was  absolute, 
though  prospective.  In  the  case  of  Ohio,  and  of 
all  ihe  territories  which  have  since  become  States, 
the  act  of  Congress  has  been  passed  before  the 
consent  of  the  State,  or  of  the  people  in  conven- 


Decrmber,  1820.  ^ 


Admission  of  Missouri. 


H.  OP  R. 


tion.  has  been  obtained  ;  and  the  admission  by  the 
act  nas  been  not  prospective  only,  but  contingent. 
He  would  proceed  to  show  by  the  conduct  of 
Congress,  and  its  language,  upon  what  contin- 
gency it  depended,  that  the  State  should  become 
one  of  the  United  States. 

He  submitted  to  the  House  that  where  a  form  ^ 
of  words  had  been  used  by  Congress,  and  these  ; 
words  have  been  the  subject  of  legislative  con-  ' 
stniction,  where  the  same  words  and  the  same  I 
construction  has  been  employed  at  successive  ses-  i 
sions,  the  Congress  whicn  continues  to  use  the  : 
same  language,  designs  to  authorize  the  same  con-  i 
struction.  He  did  not  employ  the  authority  of  a  | 
subse<juent  Congress  to  determine  what  was  meant  ! 
by  an  earlier  one ;  but  he  insisted  that  when  Con-  j 

f;ress,  at  its  last  session,  used  the  words  of  the  act 
or  authorizing  the  people  of  Ohio  to  form  a  State 
^vernment,  and  applied  them  to  Missouri,  they 
intended  that  the  new  law  should  be  interpreted 
as  the  old  one  had  been.  This  was  only  to  say  of 
sentences  as  of  words,  that  their  meaning  must  be 
determined  by  their  use. 

Mr.  L.  read  the  first  section  of  the  act  for  the 
admission  of  Ohio  into  the  Union,  which  he  said 
was  in  the  same  words  (as  far  as  its  application  to 
a  different  territory  permitted)  with  that  passed  at 
the  last  session,  for  the  admission  of  Missouri. 
"  Be  it  enacted,  dec.  That  the  inhabitaits  of  the 
'  eastern  division  of  the  territory  northwest  of  the 
'  river  Ohio,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized 
'  to  form  for  themselves  a  constitution  and  State 
'  government,  and  to  assume  such  name  as  they 
'shall  deem  proper;  and  the  said  State,  when 
'  formed,  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  upon 
'  the  same  footing  with  the  original  Slates,  in  all 
'  respects  whaiever."  (Laws  of  the  U.  S.  3d  vol. 
496.)  What  was  the  construction  put  upon  this 
law  ?  He  would  read  it  in  an  act  of  the  same 
volume.  It  is  found  in  the  preamble  to  the  act 
"  to  provide  for  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,, within  the  State  of  Ohio," 
vol.  3,  p.  524,  which  recites  that  "  the  people  of 
'  the  eastern  division  of  the  territory  northwest  of 
'  the  river  Ohio,  did,  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of 
'  November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two, 
'  form  for  themselves  a  constitution  and  State 
'  government,  and  did  give  to  the  said  State  the 
'  name  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  whereby  the  said 
'  State  has  become  one  of  the  United  States." 

We  have  then  the  solemn  decision  of  Congress 
that  Ohio,  by  forming  its  constitution,  became  one 
of  the  United  States,  without  any  further  act  by 
the  legislative  body.  Congress  accordingly  pro- 
ceeded to  execute  the  agreement,  which,  having 
been  proposed  by  one  party,  and  adopted  by  the 
other,  had  become  obligatory  on  both.  It  was 
with  these  acts  on  our  tables  that  we  passed  the 
law  of  the  last  session.  It  was  in  the  same  words 
that  we  authorized  Missouri  "  to  form  a  State 
government."  She  has  formed  it,  and  thereby 
"has  become  one  of  the  United  States."  Such  is 
the  language  of  the  statute  book. 

The  same  form  of  words  has  been  always  since 
employed,  in  regard  to  the  territories  which  have 
successively  become  States,  with  the  exception  of 


Louisiana,  whose  situation  was  supposed  to  be 
peculiar.  The  officers,  judicial  and  executive,  of 
the  United  States,  have  been  superseded,  in  all  of 
these  instances,  by  those  of  the  new  State,  and 
elections  have  been  held  for  members  of  Congress, 
without  waiting  for  any  further  act  of  the  Gene- 
ral Government.  This,  which  Congress  knew  to 
have  been  done  in  every  former  instance,  they 
must  have  intended  should  be  done  in  this.  But, 
it  may  be  said,  that  occurrences  in  a  remote  terri- 
tory may  have  passed  unobserved,  or  that  the  fact 
of  every  officer  of  the  United  States  being  re- 
moved, and  the  independent  government  of  a 
State  being  established  and  administered  before 
its  new  constitution  was  submitted  to  examina- 
tion, was  rather  acquiesced  in  than  approved. 
Even  this  distinction  cannot  be  sustained,  without 
inconsistency,  by  the  opponents  of  the  resolution. 
They  say  that  the  constitutions  of  all  these  States 
have  been  examined  and  approved  by  Congress. 
Now,  there  is  in  all  of  them  an  article  which  fixes 
the  period  at  which  the  operations  of  the  new 
State  government  shall  commence,  and  the  elec- 
tion of  members  of  Congress  take  place,  and  this 
period  was  in  all  of  them  earlier  than  the  sessions 
of  Congress  which  occurred  after  those  constitu- 
tions were  formed.  Thus,  Alabama,  (for  he  would 
not  fatigue  the  House  by  more  remote  examples) 
was  authorized  to  form  a  State  government  in 
1819,  in  the  same  words  as  Missouri  was  in  1820. 
The  constitution  of  Alabama  was  formed  in  July, 
1819,  and  by  what  is  called  its  schedule  superse- 
ded from  its  date  all  that  authority  over  the  State 
which  the  General  Grovernment  had  before  pos- 
sessed over  the  Territory  of  Alabama — directed 
that  all  criminal  actions  should  be  prosecuted  in 
the  name  of  the  State,  and  provided  that,  on  the 
third  Monday  of  September,  1819,  a  new  Gover- 
nor, members  of  Assembly,  and  a  Representative 
to  Congress,  should  be  elected.  In  short,  it  pro- 
vided that,  without  any  further  act  by  Congress, 
Alabama  should  cease  to  be  a  Territory,  and  be- 
come a  State.  This  was  the  construction  of  the 
act  to  authorize  Alabama  to  form  a  State  govern- 
ment, which  her  convention  had  given  and  acted 
on  ;  and,  if  Congress  had,  indeed,  examined  her 
constitution,  this  was  the  construction  which  Con- 
gress has  sanctioned.  It  was  at  the  same  session 
that  they  gave  to  Missouri  the  same  right  to  form 
a  State  government  which  had  before  been  given 
to  Alabama,  and  in  the  same  words.  They  in- 
tended then  that  Missouri,  like  Alabama,  should 
form  and  administer  her  State  government,  and 
elect  her  members  of  Congress,  without  waiting 
for  the  recognition  of  the  General  Government. 

That  he  might  not  be  suspected  of  avoiding  the 
consideration  of  an  example  which  might  be  sup- 
posed to  discountenance  his  views,  he  would  ad- 
vert for  a  moment  to  the  case  of  Louisiana.  In 
authorizing  every  other  territory  to  form  a  State 
government,  Congress  had  adopted  the  form  and 
the  words  of  the  act  which  he  had  quoted  in  the 
case  of  Ohio.  But,  in  respect  to  Louisiana,  they 
authorized  the  convention  to  form  a  constitution  ; 
but  provided  that,  if  the  constitution  were  not  dis- 
approved by  Congress,  she  should  be  admitted  as 
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a  State.  It  was  doubted  whether  the  large  pro- 
portion of  the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana,  born  and 
bred  under  an  arbitrary  government,  would  under- 
stand or  prefer  that  form  of  civil  polity  without 
which  it  would  be  unwise  to  make  her  a  State. 
He  had  already  expressed  the  opinion,  that  the 
formation  of  a  provisional  constitution,  for  the 
examination  of  Congress,  was  a  nugatory  and 
fallacious  security  for  the  future  good  behaviour 
of  any  people  ;  but  he  had  never  denied  that  Con- 
gress had  power  to  make  the  people  of  a  territory 
pass  through  this  exercise.  In  respect  to  Louis- 
iana, they  chose  to  exert  it,  and  provided  that'^n 
<  case  the  convention  should  declare  its  assent  in 

*  behalf  of  the  people,  to  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 

*  stitution  of  the  United   States,  and  should  form 

*  a  constitution  and  State  government,"  and  "  if 

*  the  same  should  not  be  disapproved  by  Congress 

*  at  their  next  session,  the  said   State  should  be 

*  admitted  into  the  Union  upon  the  same  footing 
'  with  the  original  States."  fey  this  act  Louisiana 
was  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  if  her  consti- 
tution was  approved,  and  after  it  was  approved. 
He  freely  conceded  that  Congress  possessed  the  | 
discretionary  power  of  determining  whether  the  j 
State  should  be  admitted  with  the  constitution  | 
which  she  proposed  for  approbation — they  pos- 
sessed, because  they  had  reserved  it.  Congress 
had  before  them,  at  their  last  session,  the  exam- 
ples of  Ohio  and  Louisiana.  In  the  first  example, 
an  act  had  passed  under  which  the  Territory  was 
authorized  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment, "  whereby  she  became  a  Slate."  In  the 
other,  the  authority  was  substantially  to  propose  a 
constitution,  on  the  approbation  of  which,  by 
Congress,  she  was  to  become  a  State.  In  choosing 
between  these  examples.  Congress,  at  its  last  ses- 
sion, adopted  the  form  which  had  been  employed 
in  respect  to  Ohio ;  and  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania was  obliged  to  contend,  not  merely  that 
the  clause  in  respect  to  Missouri  should  be  con- 
strued difi'erently  from  an  identical  clause  in  re- 
spect to  Ohio;  but  that  it  should  be  construed  in 
the  same  way  with  an  entirely  different  clause, 
which  had  been  adopted  for  peculiar  reasons  in 
the  case  of  Louisiana,  which  Congress  had  pur- 
posely omitted  in  every  other  case,  and  which  they 
had  directly  rejected  at  the  last  session,  when  it 
was  moved  by  a  member  from  New  York.  Against 
such  interpretations  there  could  be  no  safety. 

He  had  proved  these  two  propositions,  that  Mis- 
souri had  a  right  to  form  and  administer  its  gov- 
ernment, and  a  right  to  elect  its  members  of  Con- 
gress. It  would  seem  to  follow  that  the  members 
whom  she  elected  would  be  entitled  to  take  their 
seats.  The  Federal  Constitution  gives  to  a  State, 
and  only  to  a  State,  the  right  to  elect  Senators 
and  Representatives.  Whatever  community  is 
proved  to  be  a  State  of  the  Union,  must  have  a 
right  to  elect  Representatives  to  Congress,  and  it 
seems  equally  clear  that  the  community  which 
has  a  right  to  elect  Representatives  to  Congress, 
must  be  a  Stale  of  the  Union.  But  the  same  con- 
clusion was  supported  by  another  view. 

He  concurred  in  opinion  wit4i  those  gentlemen 
who  thought  that  il  was  never  intended,  by  Con- 


gress, to  give  to  Missouri  the  power  of  becoming 
an  independent  community.  They  meant,  by  the 
act  of  the  last  session,  to  consolidate  the  empire, 
and  not  contract  it.  He  had  proved  that  we  had 
authorized  the  establishment  of  a  State  govern- 
ment in  Missouri,  over  which  we  had  reserved  no 
control ;  he  supposed  that  it  was  not  designed  to 
leave  the  parts  of  the  empire  without  connexiun, 
even  for  a  moment ;  and  when  the  territorial  con- 
dition was  removed,  there  was  but  one  possible 
connexion  which  could  be  substituted — tne  con- 
nexion between  a  State  and  the  Confederacy. 

But  it  may  be  said  that  if  the  fact  of  a  govern- 
ment being  administered,  and  members  elected  by 
the  new  States,  under  a  law  declaring  that  they 
should  be  admitted,  prove  that  Congress  intended 
that  the  government  of  Missouri  should  be  admin- 
istered, and  her  elections  held  without  any  further 
act  by  this  body,  the  same  examples  show  that 
the  members  elected  should  not  be  received  with- 
out an  act  of  recognition. 

Mr.  L.  allowed  that,  for  three  years  past,  and 
only  for  three  years,  the  members  from  new  States 
had  not  proceeded  to  take  their  seats  until  the 
passage  of  a  joint  resolution  declaring  the  ad- 
roi.<ssion  of  the  States  which  they  represented.  In 
the  case  of  Indiana,  when  such  a  resolution  was 
first  proposed,  he  had  before  remarked  that  the 
Representative  took  his  seat  on  the  second,  while 
the  resolution  did  not  pass  until  the  eleventh  of 
the  month.  His  taking  his  seat  might,  if  you 
please,  have  been  an  act  of  inadvertence;  but  that 
word  must  have  lost  its  meaning,  if  it  can  be  ap- 

Elied  to  the  conduct  of  the  House  which  allowed 
im  to  keep  his  seat  for  the  whole  time  he  had 
mentioned,  and  to  keep  it  while  they  were  obliged 
to  vote  upon  the  very  quwtion,  whether  the  State 
of  Indiana  should  be  declared  to  be  admitted  into 
the  Union. 

If  example  could  prove  any  thing,  it  proved 
that  recognition,  by  Congress  sometimes  employ- 
ed, but  oftener  omitted,  was  not  necessary  to  ^ive 
to  Missouri  the  rights  of  a  State.  Recognition, 
indeed,  from  the  plain  import  of  the  word,  does 
not  give  rights,  but  declares  them.  He  did  not 
doubt  that  the  acts  of  the  new  State  might  be  pro- 
perly examined  to  determine  whether  she  had  ac- 
cepted the  terms  proposed,  and  become  a  State; 
and  the  credentials  ol  the  Representative,  to  know 
whether  he  had  become  a  member.  Congress 
might,  by  law,  or  perhaps,  as  the  gentleman  Irom 
Pennsylvania  proposes,  by  usage,  require  a  certain 
form  of  examination ;  but  this  would  ascertain  and 
authenticate  the  right.     It  would  not  create  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  said 
that  there  was  every  variety  in  the  mode  of  ad- 
mitting States.  If  this  were  true,  it  would  yet 
follow,  as  all  of  these  are  allowed  to  have  been 
legal,  and  as  many  of  the  States  were  admitted 
prospectively,  and  without  recognition,  that  Mis- 
souri has  acquired  the  rights  of  a  State  in  the 
same  way.  But  he  did  not  object  to  recognition, 
but  proposed  it;  if  it  were  necessary  to  the  practi- 
cal enjoyment  of  the  rights  of  a  State,  the  first 
right  of  Missouri  was,  that  this  recognition  should 
be  made. 
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The  examples  of  admission  were  not,  however, 
as  various  and  irregular  as  they  were  represented. 
Under  different  circumstances,  there  were  indeed 
different  forms.  When  the  wish  of  the  people  to 
constitute  a  State  government,  had  been  clearly 
and  formally  expressed  by  a  convention,  the  act 
of  admission  has  been  generally  absolute ;  some- 
times, however,  immediate,  and  sometimes  pros- 
pective. When  the  consent  of  the  people  of  the 
proposed  State  has  not  been  already  fully  given 
and  is  therefore  formally  required,  the  admission 
is  always  made  contingent  upon  that  consent,  and 
is  always  prospective.  Every  act,  however,  for 
authorizing  the  people  of  a  territory  to  form  a 
State  government  for  themselves,  adopts  general 
principles,  and  uses  words,  which  make  a  com- 
pact obligatory  upon  the  United  States,  before  any 
act  of  recognition  by  Congress,  and  even  before 
the  actual  formation  of  a  State  constitution.  He 
should  quote  the  Missouri  act  to  establish  this  po- 
sition presently,  but  similar  clauses  were  found  in 
all  the  acts. 

Mr.  L.  said  that  he  considered  himself  as  hav- 
ing proved  that  Congress  has  the  right  of  admit- 
ing  Slates  prospectively  ;  that  this  right  had  been 
legitimately  exercised  in  the  case  of  Vermont  and 
Kentucky,  by  acts  which  were  to  take  effect  upon 
the  lapse  of  a  certain  time,  and  in  the  cases  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  Illinois,  Mississippi,  Alabama,  and  Mis- 
souri, that  the  same  right  of' prospective  admission 
had  been  exercised,  iu  acts  which  were  to  take 
effect  upon  a  future   contingency.     This  coniin- 

fency,  according  to  the  solemn  construction  which 
e  had  quoted  in  the  case  of  Ohio,  was  the  forma- 
tion of  a  constitution  and  Slate  government, 
"whereby  she  became  a  Slate."  But  he  must 
now  inquire,  whether  the  authority  given  to  Mis- 
souri by  the  act  of  the  last  session,  had  not  been 
dependent  upon  a  condition  which  had  defeated 
the  grant?  It  became  necessary,  with  this  view, 
to  examine  the  proviso  in  the  fourth  section. 

He  thought  its  import  plain,  but  gentlemen  sup- 
posed that  It  involved  a  deep  legal  question.  The 
House  would  remember,  that  the  first  section  of 
the  act  of  the  last  session  had  authorized  the 
people  of  Missouri  to  form  for  themselves  a  con- 
stitution and  Stale  government,  and  had  enacted, 
that  the  State,  when  formed,  should  be  admitted 
into  the  Union.  The  fourth  section  required  that 
the  convention  of  Missouri  should  determine  whe- 
ther it  were  expedient  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  government.  If  it  were  determined  to  be 
expedient,  the  convention  might  either  themselves 
form,  or  provide  for  the  election  of  representatives 
who  should  form  a  Slate  constitution.  After  this 
provision  follows  the  clause  "provided  the  same 
shall  be  republican,  and  not  repugnant  to  the  Con- 
stitution ot  the  United  States."  The  opposers  of 
the  resolution  insisted,  that  if  Missouri  was  author- 
ized to  form  no  other  constitution  than  one  which 
should  not  be  repugnant  to  that  of  the  United 
States,  she  could  derive  no  right  from  the  law  if 
such  repugnance  subsisted.  In  other  words,  (for 
it  was  difficult  to  examine  the  doctrines  without 
employing  the  terms  of  law)  that  the  formation  of 
a  constitution,  which  should  not  be  repugnant  to 


that  of  the  United  States,  was  the  condition  pre- 
cedent, upon  which  the  right  of  Missouri  to  admis- 
sion into  the  Union  shoiud  accrue.  They  repre- 
sent, indeed,  all  the  rights  which  the  act  of  the  last 
session  confers  upon  Missouri,  as  dependent  upon 
the  same  condition. 

Mr.  L.  said,  that  he  had  remarked,  already,  that 
the  terms  of  that  law  made  a  part  of  the  compact 
which   it  proposes,  obligatory  upon   the  United 
States,  even  before  the  formation  of  the  State  con-" 
stitution. 

The  convention  was  not  required  to  form  a  con- 
stitution, but  first  to  determine  whether  a  State 
government  should  be  formed  ;  and,  if  it  should  be 
determined  to  form  one.  Congress  enacted  that  the 
terms  of  compact  stated  in  the  6th  section  of  the 
act  should  be  proposed  to  the  convention.  If  the 
formation  of  a  State  constitution  were  then  left, 
as  it  might  be,  to  a  different  body  and  different 
time,  the  compact  would  be  perfected  (it  would  be 
"  obligatory  upon  the  United  States")  before  any 
Stale  constitution  existed.  This  compact  gave 
rights  which  neither  party  could  at  pleasure  with- 
draw ;  it  established  the  relations  which  are  usual 
between  the  General  Government  and  the  States 
formed  out  of  its  territories,  and  explicitly  considered 
the  convention  as  acting  with  the  authority,  and 
in  the  name  of  the  State.  A  much  stronger  con- 
clusion might  be  drawn  from  it,  but  be  was  satis- 
fied to  say  that  it  proved  that  Missouri,  under  the 
act  of  the  last  session,  had  acquired  very  import- 
ant rights  before  she  had  proceeded  to  consider 
even  the  first  clause  of  her  constitution. 

But  the  words  of  the  proviso  were  not  suscep- 
tible of  a  construction  which  would  make  the  con- 
formity of  her  constitution  the  condition  precedent 
upon  which  she  should  acquire  the  rights  of  a 
State.  He  had  hoped  that  a  friend,  whose  profes- 
sional studies  would  have  enabled  him  to  do  it 
most  effectually,  would  have  shown  that  the  con- 
struction which  e^en  a  technical  lawyer  would 
place  upon  the  proviso  could  not  support  the  ob- 
jection to  tiie  resolution.  To  read  the  proviso 
was  enough  to  show  that  it  was  not  intended  to 
avoid  every  other  act  of  the  convention,  because 
it  should  exceed  or  mistake  its  powers  in  a  single 
clause.  Missouri  was  authorized  to  form  a  consti- 
tution, provided  the  same  was  republican  and  not 
repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
The  clause  presented,  at  least  to  the  unlearned 
reader,  no  other  import  than  this.  The  authority 
given  to  form  a  constitution  must  be  subject  to  all 
the  limitations  imposed  by  the  paramount  author- 
ity of  the  Federal  Constitution.  The  same  limi- 
tations would  have  existed,  though  a  superfluous 
caution  had  not  in  words  expressed  them.  They 
applied  to  every  old  State  as  well  as  to  this  new 
one,  and  their  terms  neither  assigned  any  new 
penalty  for  transgression,  nor  a  new  tribunal  to 
ascertain  and  punish  it. 

He  knew  that  it  was  often  difficult  to  determine 
what  was  a  condition  precedent,  but,  ignorant  as 
he  was  of  law,  he  would  show  that  the  proviso 
contained  none.  That  the  proviso  contained  a 
condition  precedent,  would  imply  at  least  this  pro- 
position— that  the  performance  of  some  previous 
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act  was  necessary  to  the  acquisition  of  the  rights  ; 
conferred  by  this  section.     The  only  right  con-  j 
ferred  in  the  whole  section  was  that  of  forming  a 
constitution  and  State  government.     Now,  that  ■ 
the  conformity  of  such  a  constitution,  after  it  should  I 
be  framed,  should  be  the  condition  upon  which 
the  convention  should  be  authorized  to  begin  and 
form  it,  was  a  contradiction  in  terms  which  the  j 
dexterity  of  the  whole  bar  would  be  unable  to  re-  ^ 
concile.    It  would  be  flattery  to  call  it  a  sophism. 
The  right  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment, then,  has  been  acquired,  or,  if  gentlemen 
prefer  the  term  has  been  vested.     Has  it  been  lost  ? 
fi  would  be  a  new  doctrine  in  this  country — a 
strange  one  anywhere — that  the  mistake  of  a  pub- 
lic body  in  the  construction  of  a  difficult  power 
should  not  merely  defeat  the  actwhich  they  wanted 
authority  to  perform,  but  should  annul  every  other 
provision,  though  clearly  within  their  competence, 
and  even  divest  the  people  whom  they  represented 
of  power  to  correct  the  error.     We  have  learned, 
indeed,  in  our  infancy,  that  governments  may  be 
abdicated  and  sovereigns  deposed ;  but  we  have 
yet  to  learn  that  the  people  of  a  State  may  forfeit 
all  the  rights  of  self-government  by  an  error  of 
their  representatives  ;  and  that  the  process  of  dis- 
franchisement may  be  enforced  by  the  Congress  i 
of  the  United  States,  and  take  place   under  the 
forms  their  constitution. 

Mr.  L.  observed  that  he  had  as  yet  said  no- 
thing of  the  particular  clause  in  the  constitution 
of  Missouri  which  all  the  opposers  of  the  reso- 
lution  believe   to   be  repugnant  to  the   Federal 
Constitution.    *'  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Legis- 
'  lature  to  pass  such  laws  as  may  be  necessary  to 
*  prevent  free  negroes  aj»d  mulattoes  from  coming 
'  to  and  settling  in  the  State."     It  had  been  insist- 
ed that  the  black  citizen  had  a  right,  under  the 
Federal  Constitution,  to  come  to  any  State  and 
settle  there.    His  friends  from  Virginia  and  Dela- 
ware (Mr.  Barbour  and  Mr.  McLane)  had  ar- 
gued, with  distinguished  ability,  that  no  federal 
privileges  had  been  conferred  upon  that  degraded 
caste  of  our  population,  rejected  as  they  were,  in 
every  State,  from  social  and  political  privileges, 
either  by  the  provisions  of  law  or  the  feelings  of 
society.     If  these  gentlemen  were  right,  there  was 
certainly  no  repugnance  between  the  Constitutions 
of  the  United  States  and  Missouri ;  but,  if  they 
were  mistaken,  did  the  exclusion  of  free  blacks 
and  mulattoes  apply  only  to  that  large  class  who 
can  in  no  propriety  of  language  be  considered  as 
the  citizens  of  any  State,  or  did  it  include  the 
small  and  more  favored  class,  whose  characteristic 
of  color  would  confound  them  with  that  descrip- 
tion from  which  the  privilege  of  citizenship  would 
elevate  and  distinguish  them?     He  had  before 
submitted  the  suggestion  that  the  constitution  of 
Missouri  was  legitimate  in  nearly  the  whole  ope- 
ration which  the  broadest  interpretation  would 
give  it,  and  that  the  authority  which  should  ex- 
pound  that  constitution  would   be  bound  so  to 
limit  its  construction  as  to  except  from  the  gene- 
rality of  it3  terms  the  few  who  were  protected 
from  its  application  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.    If  any  of  those  gentlemen  who 


have  spoken  against  the  resolution  were  called,  in 
a  judicial   character,  to    expound   the  doubtful 
clause  in  the  Missouri  constitution,  they  would 
value  their  professional  reputation  too  highly  not 
to  exclude  from  its  operation  the  black  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  if  any  such  should  appear  be- 
fore them.    On  this  part  of  the  subject,  as  indeed 
on  every  other  which  his  friend  before  him  (Mr. 
Archer)  had  touched,  he  had  left  no  other  re- 
source but  silence  to  opponents  who  would  not 
acknowledge  their  error.     Why  had  not  the  gentle- 
men who  objected  to  the  constitution  of  Missouri 
because,    in    imposing  restraints  upon   the  free 
blacks  and  mulattoes,  it  had  made  no  exceptions 
in  respect  to  citizens,  explained,  when  they  were 
asked  to  do  it,  the  meaning  of  their  own  act  of  the 
last  session,  liable  as  it  was  to  the  same  objection? 
He  had  been  taught  not  to  refer  to  sentences.    He 
must  quote  a  few  from  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
to  "incorporate  the   inhabitants  of  the  city  of 
Washington."    "  The  corporation  shall  have  full 
'  power  and  authority  to  restrain  and  prohibit  the 
'  nightly  and  other  disorderly  meetings  of  slaves, 
'  free  negroes  and  mulattoes,  and  to  punish  such 
'  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  by  penalties  not  ex- 
'  ceeding  ten  dollars  for  any  one  offence,  and,  in 
'  case  of  the  inability  of  any  such  free  negro  and 
'  mulatto  to  pay  ajay  such  penalty  and  cost  there- 
'  on,  to  cause  him  or  her  to  be  confined  to  labor 
'  for  anv  time  not  exceeding  six  calendar  months." 
t  The  corporation  shall  also  have  full  power  and 
:  authority  "  to  prescribe  the  terms  and  conditions 
I  upon  which  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  may  reside 
i  in  the  city."    There  was  a  fair  claim  upon  the 

■  candor  of  gentlemen  who  oppose  the  resolution, 
'  to  say  what  they  had  meant  by  the  act  which  he 
j  had  quoted  ;  what  they  had  meant  by  the  law  on 
I  which  they  had  voted,  and  for  which  they  had 
I  voted.    Did  they  mean  that  these  penalties  of  fines 

and  imprisonment  and  labor  should  be  imposed 

upon  the  citizen  if  he  were  black  ?  Did  they  mean 

'  that  the  corporation  should   prescribe  the  terms 

I  upon  which  alone  the  citizen  who  was  black  might 

'  reside  in  the  metropolis  of  his  country  ?    There 

■  was  no  difference  between  the  assumption  of  such 
,  a  right  and  that  of  excluding  the  black  citizens 
'  entirely.  But  if  gentlemen  would  not  choose  to 
!  say  what  they  meant,  he  would  declare  for  him- 
self that,  in  the  u^e  of  general  terms  referring  to 
blacks  and  mulattoes  as  a  class, that  portion  which 
may  be  distinguished  from  the  rest  by  the  privi- 
lege of  citizenship,  never  entered  into  his  contem- 
plation. He  asked  for  Missouri,  not  the  indul- 
gence, but  the  justice  of  the  House.  Was  it  fair 
to  require  from  a  convention  hastily  collected  a 
degree  of  precision  and  accuracy  which  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  did  not  employ  ?  In  a 
constitution  which  contained  in  a  few  pages  the 
distribution  of  powers,  and,  if  he  might  say  so,  the 
elements  of  future  legislation,  was  it  fair  to  expect 
a  fulness  of  detail  and  an  exactness  of  limitation, 
such  as  the  men  who  criticised  it  had  been  unable 
to  accomplish  in  an  ordinary  law?  In  short,  if 
we  had  forgotten  to  make,  in  terms,  the  exception 
in  favor  of  citizens  who  were  Wack,  and  left  their 
rights  to  the  security  of  sound  judicial  construe- 
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tion,  was  not  the  omission  as  pardonable  in  the 
case  of  Missouri,  and  the  security  of  the  black 
citizen  as  good  ? 

If  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  by  a  fair  and 
liberal  interpretation,  were  not  repugnant  to  that 
of  the  United  States,  there  was  no  pretence  for 
rejecting  the  resolution  before  the  House.  Even 
if  the  arguments  of  gentlemen  from  whom  he  dif- 
fered were  correct,  there  is  no  obscurity  of  lan- 
guage, no  defect  of  provision,  nothing  but  direct 
repugnance,  which  could  justify  the  rejection  of 
the  constitution.  He  had  endeavored  to  show  that 
this  repugnance  did  not  exist ;  but,  if  it  did,  no 
political  truth  was  clearer  to  his  mind  than  that  it 
should  be  ascertained  and  corrected  by  a  judicial 
tribunal.  In  authorizing  Missouri  to  form  a  con- 
stitution and  State  Government,  Congress  had 
proposed  the  terms  upon  which  they  were  wil- 
ling that  she  should  become  a  member  of  the 
Confederacy.  The  consent  of  both  parties  was 
necessary  to  the  compact.  It  imposed  duties  and 
restramts  upon  both.  If  Congress  should  fail  to 
construe  or  fulfil  well  any  part  of  its  engagements 
with  the  new  States,  no  man  would  be  rash  enough 
to  say  that  all  their  obligations  were  annulled  ;  if 
the  new  States  misconstrued  or  violated  any  part 
of  their  engagements,  could  Congress  plead  that 
its  own  obligations  had  become  void  ? 

Grentlenien  say  that  Missouri  was  enjoined  by 
the  law  of  the  last  session  to  frame  a  constitution 
which  should  not  be  repugnant  to  that  of  the 
Union:  and  they  are  right.  This  was  the  rule 
prescribed  for  her  government.  But  the  compact 
proposed  to  Missouri,  provided  not  the  rule  only, 
but  the  tribunal  which  should  expound  and  enforce 
it.  Under  this  compact  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  was  to  be  "the  supreme  law"  of 
Missouri ;  her  Legislature  and  judges  were  to  be 
sworn  to  support  it,  and  the  judicialpower  of  the 
United  States  was  to  decide,  in  the  last  resort, 
every  question  which  should  arise  under  the  Fede- 
ral Constitution.  She  can  have  no  right  to  pass 
a  law  denying  to  the  citizens  of  other  States,  "all 
the  privileges  and  immunities"  of  citizens  of  Mis- 
souri ;  but  she  has  a  right  to  have  her  laws  ex- 
pounded by  the  tribunal  provided  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. She  has  signed  the  article  proposed  by  your- 
selves, which  provides  that  if  she  pass  an  uncon- 
stitutional law,  It  shall  be  annulled  by  your  courts. 
The  very  casiis  fiederis  exists,  and  instead  of  carry- 
ing into  eflect  the  provisions  which  you  yourselves 
proposed,  you  make  the  circumstance  which  was 
ibreseen  and  provided  for  the  pretext  for  annulling 
the  whole  compact. 

We  are  so  far  from  being  bound,  then,  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  constitution  of  a  new  State  is 
repugnant  to  that  of  the  Union,  that  we  cannot 
pronounce  such  a  determination  without  usurping 
the  powers  of  that  tribunal  to  which  we  are  en- 
gaged to  remit  it.  We  cannot,  indeed,  be  bound 
by  the  terms  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  exam- 
ine the  statutes  of  a  new  State,  if  we  are  author- 
ized, as  he  had  proved  we  were,  to  admit  States 
by  a  prospective  law.  Congress  could  not  know 
what  their  constitutions  might  be  at  the  time  when 
such  acts  of  admission  would  take  effect. 


The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  and  those 
who  followed  him,  have,  indeed,  endeavored  to 
show  that  we  are  bound,  before  we  admit  a  State, 
to  approve  its  constitution.  But  their  whole  proof, 
however  various  in  their  forms,  resolves  itself  into 
the  suggestion  of  cases  of  strong  repugnance  be- 
tween the  Federal  and  State  constitutions.  There 
ought  to  be  a  remedy  for  these.  We  say  that  there 
is  one ;  that  wherever  a  State,  whether  new  or  old, 
shall  violate  the  compact  which  defines  her  rights 
and  powers,  the  courts  of  the  United  States  will  cor- 
rect the  procedure,  if,  from  the  nature  of  the  case, 
it  can  be  subjected  to  judicial  cognizance.  But  if 
it  cannot,  if  the  act  of  the  State  do  not  directly 
impugn  any  individual  right,  but  affect  those  po- 
litical principles  which  the  people  of  the  United 
States  have  submitted  to  the  guardianship  of  the 
General  Government,  (if  it  should  establish,  ac- 
cording to  the  illustration  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  Mr.  Storrs,  an  hereditary  House  of 
Lords,)  the  constitution  even  here  contains  the 
preservative  power  which  is  to  guard  it  from  cor- 
ruption. When  the  judges  cannot  interpose.  Con- 
gress may,  and  this  either  with  a  new  or  an  old 
State.  "The  United  States  guaranty  to  every 
State  a  republican  form  of  government.'" 

Gentlemen  had  fatigued  themselves  in  the  sug- 
gestion of  possible  cases,  where  the  disorders  of  a 
State  constitution  might  admit  of  no  cure  but  from 
the  interposition  of  Congress.  He  would  not  de- 
tain the  House  by  .suppositions ;  but  if  there  were 
a  thousand  cases  where  its  interposition  were  ne- 
cessary, they  would  not  weaken  the  argument  that 
it  should  not  be  resorted  to  without  necessity.  If 
the  Legislature  of  Missouri  are  freely  elected  by 
the  people;  if  her  judges  are  sworn  to  support  the 
Federal  Constitution,  and  offer  no  obstruction  to  ap- 
peals to  the  Supreme  Court,  (whenever  you  provide 
for  them,)  may  we  not  say  that  the  errors  of  her 
constitution  may  be  safely  left  to  judicial  correction ; 
or  do  we  abandon  this  doctrine  when  we  admit 
that  a  State  which  should  maintain  an  hereditary 
nobility,  or  a  standing  army  in  time  of  peace,  must 
be  restrained  by  harsher  remedies  ? 

Mr.  L.  said,  that  nothing  but  the  previous  ex- 
citement of  the  country,  and  the  character  of  the 
right  which  Missouri  was  supposed  to  have  im- 
paired, could,  in  his  judgment,  have  induced  pru- 
dent and  reflecting  men  to  undertake  to  examine 
and  determine  the  legitimacy  of  State  constitu- 
tions. It  happened  that  the  right  in  dispute  was 
one  which  interested  the  citizens  of  the  different 
States,  and  did  not  affect  the  relative  powers  of 
the  States  and  the  General  Government. 

When  the  question  regarded  rights  which  the 
citizens  of  one  State  might  claim  in  every  other, 
the  Government  of  the  Union  seemed  to  be  a  dis- 
interested arbitrator.  But  if  he  were  to  examine 
the  conformity  ofStateconstitutions  with  that  of  the 
Federal  Government,  these  were  the  rights  which 
would  least  frequently  be  brought  into  qiiestion. 
In  almost  every  instance  we  should  be  obliged  to 
determine  the  extent  and  limit  of  our  own  powers. 
These  were  the  "  vexed"  questions  of  the  constitu- 
tion. He  had  endeavored  to  show  that  we  were 
not  bound  to  decide  them,  and  that  we  ought  not 
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to  decide  them.     Suppose  that  the  clause  objected 
to  ia  the  constitution  of  Missouri  related  to  the  ex- 
emption of  a  national  bank  from  taxation  by  the 
State,  or  to  the  power  of  Congress  in  calling  out 
the  militia.     Is  it  not  apparent  that  our  interest  in 
these  questions  disqualifies  us  for  their  decision? 
He  was  ashamed  to  have  detained  the  House  so 
long,  and  could  not  enlarge  further  upon  the  sub- 
ject.   But  Congress  was  in  every  respect  an  unfit 
tribunal  to  decide  upon  the  conformity  of  the  Fed- 
eral and  State  constitutions;  it  was  a  party  to  the 
compact,  and  interested  in  its  construction,  and, 
therefore,  should  not  expound  it;  it  consisted  of 
two  Houses  which  might  not  be  able  to  unite  in 
any  opinion ;  its  authority  would  be  lost  the  mo- 
ment that  it  was  submitted  to.     The  new  State, 
which   acquiesced  in    the   decision  of  Congress, 
would  be  authorized,  the  next  month,  to  appeal  to 
another  tribunal,  and   the  power  would  lai>t  just 
long  enough  to  irritate  and  not  to  coerce.   He  had 
said  already  that,  under  this  system,  Missouri  must  I 
amend  her  constitution  to  propitiate  our  dignity, 
and  re-enact  it  to  assert  her  right.     The  examina- 
tion  of  the  constitution  of  Missouri  had  already 
shown  the  impracticability  of  the  whole  system.  ! 
Among  minds  as  active  and  curious  as  those  which  ' 
we  might  expect  to  find  in  the  national  councils, 
it  might  be  believed  that  almost  every  article  in 
the  Federal  Constitution  would  be  exposed  to  dif- 
ferent constructions,  and  that  no  form  of  govern- 
ment could  well  be  presented  by  a  State,  (except, 
indeed,  that  form  for  exhibition  to  which  he  had 
before  alluded,)  which  would  not  ofl'er  to  consti- 
tutional critics  a  great  many  doubtful  or  repugnant 
clauses.     He  believed  that  the  gentlemen  who  ar- 
gued that  the  House  was  bound  in  conscience  to 
examine  the  constitution  of  every  new  State  rigid- 
ly, had  examined  that  of  Missouri  but  very  super- 
ficially.    Yet  it  was  worth  while  to  advert  to  the 
result  of  their  examination.      It  was  supposed  at 
first,  and  the  majority  of  the  House  perhaps  still 
thought  so,  that  the  only  clause  which  was  repug- 
nant to  that  of  the  United  States,  was  the  one 
which  prohibited  the  admission  of  free .  negroes. 
In  another  body,  however,  it  had  been  discovered 
that  the  provision  of  a  State  bank  was  equally  un- 
constitutional.    In  our  own  we  had  heard  to-day 
two  or  three  other  points  asserted,  and  perhaps 
established  by  the  gentleman  behind  him;  and  a 
friend  from  Ohio  on  his  left  (a  zealous  opponent 
of  the  resolution)  was  prepared  to  prove,  that  at 
least  seven  provisions  in  the  constitution  of  Mis- 
souri were  incompatible  with  that  of  the  United 
States.   Mr.  L.  was  exceedingly  sorry  that  he  had 
not  explained  his  views  to  the  House ;  for  all  these 
arguments  would  prove,  that  if  any  State  consti- 
tution were  much  examined,  individuals  whose 
objections  would  apply  to  different  parts  of  the  in- 
strument, might  form  a  majority  for  rejecting  the 
whole.     With  a  full  examination,  the  best  consti- 
tution would  be  rejected,  but  with  the  slight  and 
partial  examination  which  would  much  oftener 
occur,  the  worst  provisions  would  be  sanctioned. 
Mr.  L.  said  that  he  had  the  most  unaffected  respect 
for  the  candor,  as  well  as  the  information  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Hemphill,) 


to  one  of  whose  views  he  was  about  to  advert. 
But  he  must  not  lose  the  illustration  which  the 
argument  of  that  gentleman  had  afforded,  of  the 
imperfection  of  any  examination  into  a  State  con- 
stitution which  could  be  expected  in  that  House. 
The  question  was  too  important  for  fastidious  del- 
icacy. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  con- 
tended that  the  expression  of  free  negroes  and  mu- 
lattoes  in  the  debated  clause  must  be  considered  in 
its  broadest  sense,  and  include  those  who  are  citi- 
zens of  some  of  the  States.     And  to  illustrate  his 
view  he  had  told  the   House,  that,  although   a 
State  has  a  right  to  maintain  ships  of  war,  it  has 
a  right  to  do  so  only  in  time  of  war,  and  that  any 
provision  of  a  State  constitution  for  a  navy,  al- 
though it  would  be  legitimate  if  limited  to  war, 
could  not  be  so  construed  if  its  terms  were  gene- 
ral, but  would  clearly  impose  upon  Congress  the 
duty  of  rejecting  it.     Now  it  happened  that  the 
fourth  article  ot  the  Missouri  constitution  had  a 
provision  about  a  navy,  not  limited  in  its  terms  to 
a  period  of  war,  and  in  the  view  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  Congress  were  in  conscience 
bound  to  reject  it.     In  his  view,  if  they  did  not 
reject,  they  would  sanction  it.     Well,  they  made 
no  objection  to  it;  they  had  examined  the  consti- 
I  tulion,  and  had  not  even  noticed  it.     Could  there 
be  a  stronger  illustration  of  the  mischief  of  a  sys- 
I  tern  which  considers  Congress  as  bound  to  de- 
nounce an  equivocal  and  doubtful  provision,  and 
in  the  very  act  allows,  what  it  considers  as  the 
plainest  violation  of  the  constitution,  to  pass  un- 
I  questioned,  if  not  unread  ?     Is  not  the  system  a 
safer,  as  well  as  a  juster,  which  exacts  only  of  the 
new  State  that  its  obligations  to  the  Confederacy 
I  shall  be  those  of  all  the  other  Slates,  which  con- 
siders its  constitution  and  ordinances  as  the  evi- 
1  dence  of  its  consent  to  become  a  State ;  and  when 
I  we  design  that  the  rights  and  duties  of  the  new 
!  and  old  States  shall  be  the  same,  leaves  them  to 
I  be  expounded  and  enforced  by  the  same  tribunal? 
i      If  we  had,  indeed,  reserved  to  ourselves  the 
I  power  of  deciding  whether  the   constitution  of 
'  Missouri  were  repugnant  to  the  Federal  Constitu- 
I  tion,  and  the  opinion  of  the  House  should  be  that 
this  repugnance  existed,  it  would  become  material 
to   inquire  how  this  judicial  authority  should  be 
I  exercised?     Should  we,  while  exercising,  in  re- 
I  spect  to  a  new  State,  the  powers  of  the  Supreme 
j  Court  in  respect  to  an  old  one,  annul  the  obnox- 
'  ious  article  ?   Should  we,  "  in  our  brief  authority," 
I  command  it  to  be  expunged  ?     Or  should  we  dis- 
I  franchise  the  State,  because  it  used  words  almost 
as  carelessly  as  we  ourselves  had  done  in  the  act 
!  of  the  last  session  ?     But  these  inquiries  carried 
;  him  too  far. 

!      Mr.   LowNOES   said,   that,  with  the  strongest 
I  wish  to  hasten  to  the  conclusion  of  his  remarks, 
j  he  thought  himself  bound  to  notice  a  doctrine, 
I  which  he  understood  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania to  have  avowed.     The  talents  and  character 
of  that  gentleman  gave  to  his  opinions  an  influ- 
ence which  involved  no  light  responsibility.     It 
was  with  mortification  and  pain,  Mr.  L.  said,  that 
he  had  understood   him  to  express  the  opinion, 
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that,  under  a  law  enacting  that  a  new  State  shall 
be  admitted,  Congress,  particularly  if  an  election 
shall  have  intervened,  may  consider  its  admission 
as  "an  open  question,"  and  fulfil  or  disregard  the 
law  of  the  preceding  Congress  at  its  discretion. 
He  had  anticipated,  in  his  former  remarks,  the 
influence  of  this  doctrine,  but  not  its  avowal.  He 
should  be  glad  to  know,  before  he  proceeded  fur- 
ther in  his  observations,  whether  be  had  under- 
stood the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  correctly. 
[Mr.  Sergeant  explained.  He  was  understood 
by  Mr.  L.  to  say,  that  he  had  expressed  no  opin- 
ion on  the  matter,  but  had  spoken  of  it  as  a  doubt- 
ful question.]  Mr.  L.  proceeded.  If  the  gentle- 
man did  not  deny,  it  was  hardly  less  extraordinary 
that  he  should  doubt,  whether  the  Government  of 
this  nation  were  bound  by  the  obligations  of  faith 
and  honor.     But  he  would  change  the  subject. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  regretted  that  he  had  already 
consumed  so  much  time  that  he  could  not  dwell 
upon  the  view  which  he  should  hope  that  men  of 
prudence  and  virtue  would  take  of  the  condition 
of  our  country,  even  if  they  differed  from  him  in 
all  that  he  had  yet  said.  He  thought,  indeed, 
that  we  were  bound  to  admit  the  members  from 
Missouri  to  their  seats.  But  no  one  would  deny 
that  we  had  power  to  admit  them.  It  was  a  com- 
parative question,  between  different  schemes  of 
policy,  and  the  country  bad  a  right  to  require  that 
Its  Representatives  should  not  reject  one  plan  with- 
out weighing  and  adopting  some  alternative.  Was 
it  enough  to  say,  witn  the  composure  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  "  it  is  the  fault  or  error 
of  Missouri?"  Be  it  so.  But  it  is  not  less  our 
duty  to  guard  the  interests  of  the  United  States 
and  the  rights  of  our  fellow-citizens,  even  in  Mis- 
souri. Those  who  had  read  the  law  of  the  last 
session  could  not  deny  that  she  had  acquired  some 
rights  incompatible  with  the  dependence  of  a  Ter- 
ritory. But,  whatever  was  her  condition  of  right, 
she  was  in  fact  a  State,  administering  the  govern- 
ment which  she  had  formed,  and  enacting  the 
laws  which  she  preferred.  Her  courts  were  tilled 
with  judges  of  her  own  appointment;  and,  what- 
ever interest  of  the  United  States  might  be  as- 
sailed ;  whatever  provisions  of  the  laws  or  Con- 
stitution of  the  Union  might  be  violated,  there  was 
now  no  legal  method  by  which  "  an  error  or  fault," 
in  her  judicial  tribunals,  could  be  corrected. — 
Should  there  be  no  appeal  from  their  sentence  ? 
Should  there  be  an  appeal  to  military  authority? 
There  was  now  no  other;  and  when  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  refused  to  extend  over 
Missouri  the  judicial  authority,  which  would  bend 
her  laws  and  constitution  in  just  submission  to 
that  of  the  Union,  it  was  fair  to  ask  them  what 
connexion  they  proposed  to  substitute  ?  The  na- 
tion would  hardly  be  content  to  learn  that  we 
satisfied  ourselves  with  a  prudent  reliance  upon 
time  and  chance,  because  "  it  was  the  fault  or 
error  of  Missouri." 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  told  us, 
that  if  a  single  citizen  shall  be  deprived  of  his 
Constitutional  right  under  the  laws  of  Missouri, 
the  fault  will  be  upon  the  Congress  which  shall 
admit  her.    I  tell  the  gtfntleman  from  Pennsyl- 


vania, Mr.  L.  said,  that  if  a  citizen  shall  suffer  in 
Missouri,  and  invoke  ineffectually  the  laws  and 
judicial  authority  of  the  Union,  the  responsibilitv 
for  all  that  he  shall  suffer  will  be  upon  himself 
and  his  friends.  It  is  he  who  refuses  to  extend 
the  authority  of  our  courts  over  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, and,  wiser  than  the  Constitution,  he  rejects 
the  tribunal  which  would  act  peacefully  and  effec- 
tually in  support  of  individual  right,  and  prefers 
to  it  a  direct  coercion  of  the  Stale  by  legislative, 
if  not  by  military  power.  The  Constitution  has 
provided  a  remedy  for  the  infractions  of  individual 
right — not  a  mere  rule,  but  a  court  to  apply  and 
enforce  it.  Your  injured  citizens  appeal  to  its 
prompt  protection,  and  they  learn  with  astonish- 
ment that,  in  your  zeal  to  support  their  rights,  you 
have  suspended  their  only  effectual  remedy.  As 
humanity  to  the  citizen  makes  you  deprive  him  of 
his  only  effectual  guard,  so  tenderness  for  the  Ju- 
diciary (unaffected  and  unmixed)  induces  you  to 
withdraw  from  their  jurisdiction  a  question  which 
might  involve  a  conflict  with  Missouri,  and  leave 
them  only  the  task  of  deciding  the  same  question 
in  opposition  to  Carolina  or  Virginia. 

Mr.  L.  repeated  the  opinion,  that  the  question 
before  the  House  was  a  comparative  one — ^between 
adopting  the  resolution,  or  some  other  scheme  of 
policy  which  gentlemen  should  prefer  to  it.  Every 
consideration  of  candor  and  prudence  required 
that  we  should  know  what  that  alternative  was. 
Was  it  preferable?  Was  it  practicable?  Even 
since  the  debate  had  commenced,  the  character  of 
the  question  had  been  greatly  changed  in  the  eye 
of  every  practical  politician  by  the  passage  of  tne 
Senate  s  resolution.  The  Senate  considered  Mis- 
souri as  a  State  of  right.  They  could  co-operate 
in  no  measure  which  would  make  her  a  territory, 
or  treat  her  as  such.  If  we  refuse  to  pass  the  res- 
olution, she  must  still  continue  to  administer  her 
government  and  appoint  her  officers;  to  decide  in 
her  courts  every  question  relating  to  the  rights  and 
interests  of  the  United  States,  within  her  territory^ 
and  to  decide  these  questions  without  appeal.  If, 
under  these  circumstances,  Missouri  were  not 
rightfully  a  State,  ought  we  not  to  make  her  one? 
It  was  under  this  view  of  the  subject,  Mr.  L.  said, 
that,  in  his  former  observations,  he  had  brought 
the  admission  of  Tennessee  to  the  view  of  the 
House.  She  had  formed  a  government  for  her- 
self, not  very  regularly.  She  had  elected  her 
Governor  and  Assembly,  and  was  a  State  in  fact. 
Her  constitution,  however,  besides  some  other  arti- 
cles which  were  objected  to,  contained  three 
which  were  clearly  repugnant  to  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution. It  gave  exemption  from  militia  duty  to 
certain  classes  of  the  community.  It  denied  to 
the  CJeneral  Government  the  right  to  cede  by 
treaty  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
it  required  the  Legislature  to  provide  a  method  by 
which  the  State  of  Tennessee  should  be  sued,  ex- 
cluding from  this  right  of  suing  all  those  who 
were  citizens  of  any  other  State.  Congress  knew 
these  provisions,  but  it  knew  that  the  paramount 
authority  of  the  Federal  Constitution  annulled 
them.  Tennessee  was  declared  to  be  a  State; 
and  so  little  was  to  be  apprehended  from  a  repug- 
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nance  between  the  State  and  Federal  Constitu- 
tions, (when  Congress  did  not  interpose  in  inter- 
preting and  expunging  them,)  that  the  fact  of  the 
discordance  in  question  was  probably  at  this  time 
little  remembered,  even  in  Tennessee.  The  same 
consequence  would  follow  from  the  passage  of  the 
resolution  before  the  House.  We  should  be  re- 
lieved from  a  question  which  afflicts  and  alarms 
every  man  whose  object  is  the  public  good.  We 
should  leave  the  construction  of  a  doubtful  provis- 
ion to  the  only  tribunal  in  whose  determination, 
on  such  a  subject,  the  nation  will  confide,  and  we 
should  show  a  just  anxiety  to  support  the  rights  of 
the  citizen,  by  no  longer  suspending  his  only  effec- 1 
tual  remedy.  i 

After  Mr.  L.  had  concluded  his  speech — 
Mr.  Sergeant  rose  and  said,  that,  by  the  cour- 
tesy of  the  House,  the  gentleman  from  South  Ca- 
rolina, having  opened  the  debate,  had  a  right  also 
to  close  it,  and  he  did  not  mean  to  ask  the  House 
to  depart  from  the  usual  course  of  proceeding, 
though  he  considered  most  of  the  arguments  em- 
ployed as  susceptible  of  an  easy  answer.  But  he 
was  not  about  to  enter  again  into  the  discussion  ; 
he  rose  only  to  offer  a  few  words  of  explanation. 

He  had  been  supposed  to  have  misunderstood, 
or  to  have  misquoted,  the  words  of  the  resolution, 
when  he  had  stated  it  to  be  to  this  effect :  "  And 
hereby  is  admitted,"  meaning  to  infer  that  the  ad- 
mission of  Missouri  was,  by  the  resolution  itself, 
to  be  by  virtue  of  the  resolution,  and  therefore,  by 
the  present,  and  not  by  the  former  legislation  of 
Congress.  He  had  certainly  never  intended,  nor 
would  he  now  consent,  to  make  this  a  question  of 
verbal  criticism;  the  argument  rested  on  much 
more  substantial  grounds.  And  if,  in  fact,  the 
words  of  the  resolution  were,  as  they  had  been 
stated  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
that  circumstance  would  not  in  the  least  change 
its  character  as  a  legislative  act.  and  a  legislative 
act,  loo,  which  must  necessarily  precede  the  ad- 
mission of  Missouri,  and  of  course  conclusively 
negatived  the  assumption  (upon  which  the  whole 
argument  on  the  other  side  rested)  that  Missouri 
was  already  admitted.  He  had  quoted  the  reso- 
lution from  memory,  according  to  what  he  be- 
lieved to  be  the  substance.  But  he  was  now  sat- 
isfied that,  upon  every  principle  of  construction, 
he  was  correct,  and,  to  satisfy  the  House,  he  had 
called  upon  the  Clerk  to  read  the  resolution.  It 
is,  in  the  material  part,  as  follows :  "  Shall  be,  and 
is  hereby  declared  to  be,  one  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  i;*  admitted."  In  this  clause,  the 
adverb  "hereby"  is  connected  equally  with  the 
whole  of  what  follows.  The  meaning  is  exactly 
the  same  as  if  it  had  been  "  hereby  is  declared  to 
'  be,  and  hereby  is  admitted,"  or,  "  by  this  is  ad- 
mitted ;"  for,  "hereby,''  and  "by  this,"  are  equiv- 
alent. But  he  was,  perhaps,  dwelling  too  long 
upon  a  mere  verbal  question,  as  every  one  at  all 
acquainted  with  the  phraseology  of  the  enacting 
parts  of  laws  and  resolutions,  would  perceive  at 
once  that  there  was  but  one  way  of  reading  these 
words.  To  show,  however,  how  entirely  unpro- 
fitable the  criticism  upon  the  supposed  misquota- 
tion was,  he  would  suppose  the  word  "  hereby"  to 


be  expunged,  and  the  words  to  be  simply  "  shall 
be,"  and  "  is  admitted  ;"  would  not  the  sense  be 
exactly  the  same  ?  W^ould  it  not  mean  that  Mis- 
souri is  admitted  by  the  resolution,  and  not  until 
the  resolution  is  adopted  ?  Does  not  the  necessity 
of  any  resolution  at  all  import  the  same  thing? 

There  was  another  point  upon  which  he  and 
those  who  acted  with  him  were  charged  with 
error.  They  were  supposed  to  be  unmindful  of 
the  obligatiou  of  the  contract  in  the  law  of  the 
last  session.  He  must  say  that  this  observation 
was  grounded  altogether  upon  the  assumption  of 
that  which  was  the  point  in  controversy,  and 
which  ought  to  be  proved  ;  that  is  to  say,  tnat  the 
law  of  last  session  did  amount  to  a  contract.  He 
had  purposely  avoided  the  inquiry  as  wholly  un- 
necessary, because,  even  if  the  law  of  last  session 
was  to  be  considered  as  a  contract,  the  people  of 
Missouri  had  not  complied  with  the  terms  pro- 
posed to  them,  and  therefore  could  have  no  right 
to  claim  to  be  admitted  ;  the  constitution  sub- 
mitted did  not  conform  to  the  provisions  of  the 
law  of  last  session. 

He  said,  he  trusted  he  had  as  strong  a  sense  of 
the  binding  nature  of  a  contract,  when  once  en- 
tered into,  whether  by  the  Government  or  an  in- 
dividual, as  any  one  could  have,  or  ou^ht  to  have. 
But,  however  liberal  a  man  might  be  in  the  con- 
struction of  his  own  engagements,  in  favor  of 
others,  it  was  clear  that,  in  the  case  of  the  public, 
implicit  obedience  to  an  obligation  must  necessa- 
rily be  preceded  by  an  inquiry,  (which  he  con- 
ceived the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had 
entirely  passed  over,)  whether  any  obligation  ex- 
isted. We  must  examine,  first,  whether  the  law 
is  to  be  deemed  an  ordinary  act  of  legislation,  or 
is  in  the  nature  of  a  contract.  Upon  this  subject 
he  had  no  hesitation  to  say,  without  entering  fur- 
ther into  the  argument,  at  present,  that  there  ap- 
peared to  be  strong  reasons  for  thinking  that  an 
act  authorizing  a  Territory  to  form  a  constitution 
of  State  government,  ought  to  be  considered  as  an 
act  of  ordinary  legislation,  and  not  as  a  contract, 
and  that  no  change  was  made  in  the  condition  of 
the  Territory  until  its  constitution  was  submitted 
to  Congress,  and  the  Sute  admitted  into  the 
Union. 

He  could  see  no  reason  for  a  different  construc- 
tion of  the  act,  and  there  were  some  objections  to 
it,  in  his  opinion,  of  very  great  force.  If  it  were 
to  be  deemed  a  contract,  it  would  not  only  be 
binding  upon  the  Congress  who  passed  it,  but  upon 
any  future  Congress  to  whom  the  application 
might  be  made  for  admission,  which  would  be  an 
encroachment  upon  their  authority,  and  the  au- 
thority of  the  people  by  whom  they  were  elected. 
Now,  it  must  readily  occur  to  every  one  who  re- 
flectwJ  upon  the  subject,  (independently  of  the  ob- 
jection to  binding  a  future  Congress  unnecessarily,) 
that,  even  between  the  passage  of  an  act  author- 
izing the  formation  of  a  constitution,  and  the  time 
of  applying  for  admission,  circumstances  might 
occur  which  would  render  it  inexpedient  to  admit, 
and  of  which  Congress  ought  to  be  left  itee  then 
to  judge ;  and  that  it  would  be  extremely  unwise 
and  improvident  to  throw  away  the  right  to  exer- 
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cise  a  discretion  on  the  subject.  He  could  see  no 
good  purpose  to  be  answered  by  it,  and  every  con- 
sideration of  policy  seemed  to  him  to  forbid  it. 
He  said,  however,  he  did  not  fed  it  necessary  now 
to  come  to  a  decision  of  the  question,  for  the  rea- 
son he  had  already  mentioned  ;  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri had  not  put  tnemselves  in  a  condition  to  claim  , 
the  fulfilment  of  a  contract,  l>ecause  their  constitu- 
tion was  not  conformable  to  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  last  session. 

He  would  remark,  that  the  instance  mentioned 
of  the  States  formed  out  of  the  Northwest  Terri-  . 
tory  presented  no  analogy.  The  Territory  there 
was  ceded  to  the  Union  by  the  States  who  claimed 
to  be  the  owners  of  it,  and  was  accepted  by  the 
Union,  on  conditions  mutually  agreed.  Among 
them  was  one,  confirmed  by  repeated  acts  of  the  , 
Government,  that  the  Territory  should  be  formed 
into  States ;  that,  when  they  had  a  certain  popula- 
tion, they  should  be  admitted  into  the  Union  upon 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States;  and,  in 
the  meantime,  certain  great  principles  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty  were  agreed  ujwn  for  their  gov- 
ernment, which  were  to  be  deemed  fundamental, 
and  to  be  the  basis  also  of  the  constitutions  of  the 
States  to  be  formed. 

When  an  alteration  of  .some  of  the  terms  was 
(bought  necessary,  the  consent  of  both  parties  was 
required.  This  was  a  compact  with  the  States 
who  made  the  cession,  not  with  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Territory.  It  bears  no  resemblance,  therefore, 
to  the  case  of  a  Slate  formed  out  of  a  territory 
purchased  by  the  United  States,  belonging  in  sov- 
ereignty to  the  United  States,  and  held  free  from 
the  obligation  of  any  previous  engagement,  subject 
to  such  disposition  only  as  the  general  policy 
might  direct. 

He  had  thought  it  proper  to  submit  this  brief 
explanation,  not  so  much  with  a  view  to  express 
an  opinion,  (which  he  had  before  purposely  avoid- 
ed,) as  to  show  that  the  question  was  open,  and 
he  would  detain  the  House  no  longer,  as  he  per- 
ceived that  all  were  desirous  to  come  to  a  decision 
on  the  resolution. 

When  Mr.  S.  had  concluded  his  remarks,  the 
debate  ended ;  not,  however,  before  Mr.  Gross, 
of  New  York,  had  intimated  his  intention  to  move 
the  previous  question,  with  a  view  to  close  the 
debate. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  "  Shall  the  reso- 
lution be  engrossed,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time?"  And  on  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  as  follows : 

Y«*s — Mewrs.  Abbot,  Alexander.  Allen  of  Tennet- 
■ee,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virgi- 
nia, Baldwin,  Bail,  Barbour,  Bajly,  Bloomfield,  Bre- 
vard, Brown,  Bryan,  Barton,  Burwell,  Cannon,  Cobb, 
Coeke.  Crawford,  Crowell,  Culbreth,  Cuipeper,  Cuth- 
bert,  Davidson,  Earle,  Edward«  of  North  Carolina, 
Fisher,  Floyd,  tiarnett.  Gray,  Hall  of  North  Carolina, 
Hardin,  Hooks,  Jackson.  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia, 
Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Little,  Lowndes,  McCoy, 
McCretry,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentuc« 
ky,  Meigs,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Montgomery,  T.  L.  Moore, 
Neale,  Nelaon  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Overstreet,  Par- 
ker of  Virgioia,  Pinckney,  Randolph,  Rankin,   Reed, 


Rhea,  Robertson,  Settle,  Shaw,  Simkins,  Smith  of  New 
Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A. 
Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Swear- 
ingen,  Terrell,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker 
of  South  Carolina.  Tyler,  Walker,  Warfield,  Williams 
of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  CaroUna — 79. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Baker,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Boden, 
Brush,  BufTum,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell, 
Case,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cusbman,  Dane, 
Darlington,  Dcnnison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Eddy,  Ed- 
wards of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Eus- 
tis,  Fay,  Folger,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Faller,  Oorham, 
Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Goyon, 
Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hemp- 
hill, Hendricks,  Hibshman,  Hill,  Hostetter,  Kendall, 
Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore, 
Maclay,  .McCuilougJ|A|aUary,  Marchand,  Meecb,  Mo- 
nell,  R.  Moore,  S.  ^^M^,  Morton,  Moseley,  Morray, 
Nelson  of  MassachuseTts,  Parker  of  Mass.,  Patteraou, 
Phelps,  Phjlson,  Plumer,  Rich,  Richards,  Richntond, 
Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  South- 
ard, Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong 
of  New  York,  Tarr,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tracy, 
Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Whit- 
man, and  Wood — 93. 

And  the  resolution  for  the  admission  of  the  State 
of  Missouri  into  the  Union  was  rejected. 

Mr.  LowNnEs  then  rose,  and  said  that  he  did 
not  wish  to  be  disrespectful  to  a  majority  of  the 
House,  as  declared  on  the  vote  iust  taken,  but  he 
now  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  call  on  them,  having 
rejected  the  resolution  proposed  by  the  committee 
ot  their  appointment,  to  devise  and  propose  to  the 
House  the  means  necessary  to  protect  the  terri- 
tory, the  property,  and  all  the  rignts  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Missouri  country. 

A  motion  being  made  to  adjourn,  was  decided 
affirmatively,  and,  at  a  little  before  sunset,  the 
House  adjourned. 


THCRaoAY,  December  14. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce, rejMDrled  a  bill  to  establish  the  district  of 
Pearl  river;  which  was  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  recommitted 
the  bill  further  to  regulate  the  entry  of  merchan- 
dise into  the  United  States  from  any  adjacent  ter- 
ritory, reported  the  same  with  sundry  amendments, 
and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Trimble,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  whe- 
ther any,  and  what,  further  provision  ought  to  be 
made  by  law  to  secure  the  safe  transmission  of 
public  moneys  from  the  several  land  offices  to  the 
places  of  deposite  designated  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Southard  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  one 
day  for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  a 
statement  of  expenditures  and  receipts  in  the  Indian 
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department ;  also,  the  nature  and  extent  of  me  con- 
tracU  entered  into,  and  with  whom,  from  the  eatab- 
iishment  of  that  department  to  the  present  period. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  volunteers  en- 
gaged in  the  late  campaign  against  the  Seminole 
Inaians,"  in  which  tney  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  McDuff  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  thfe  Whole,  and  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill,  reported  at  the  la^fession,  for  the  relief 
of  the  family  of  the  late  C^P  H.  Perry.  But,  it 
being  discovered  that  Mr.*  Hazard,  of  Rhode 
Island,  one  of  the  committee  who  reported  the  bill, 
was  absent  from  the  House  on  account  of  indis- 
position, the  Committee,  with  the  consent  of  Mr. 
Randolph,  rose,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Mcintosh 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
was  by  the  House  subsequently  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  authorizing  soldiers  to  devise  their 
bounty  lands  in  certain  cases,  also  passed  through 
a  Committee,  and  was  ordered  by  the  House  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  unfavor- 
able to  the  petition  of  John  G.  Bogert,  was  taken 
up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  being  reported 
to  the  House,  was  concurred  in. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Perry  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

IThese  bills  and  report,  though  respecting  claims 
of  a  private  and  personal  character  merely,  gave 
rise,  in  the  course  of  their  investigation,  to  more 
or  less  debate,  occupying  altogether  a  good  deal  of 
time.] 

MILITARY  PUNISHMENT. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
was  received  and  read  : 

War  Depihtm£!(t,  Dec.  14,  1820. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  that  part  of  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  9th  instant,  requiring 
this  Department  to  show  whether  the  order  given  by 
Colonel  King  of  the  4th  infantry,  for  shooting  desert- 
ers taken  in  the  fact,  was  approved  by  any  general 
officer  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  or  was 
known  to,  and  passed  over  in  silence  by  him,  as  stated 
in  the  defence  of  said  Colonel  King,  I  have  to  enclose 
an  extract  of  the  letter  of  Major  General  Jackson,  on 
that  subject,  which  was  transmitted  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  with  the  copy  of  the  trial  of  Colonel 
King,  and  which  is  published  in  the  appendix  of  that 
trial.  This  extract  contains  all  the  information  with- 
in the  knowledge  of  this  Department  on  that  subject. 

In  relation  to  that  part  of  the  resolution  which  re- 
quires any  information  this  Department  may  possess, 
showing  that  corporal  punishment  has  been  inflicted 
on  any  soldier,  whereby  he  came  to  his  death,  I  have 


the  honor  to  state,  that  the  only  report  of  that  kind, 
which  has  reached  this  Department,  was  the  case  of  a 
soldier  at  Fort  Preble,  near  Portland,  in  Maine.  Ma- 
jor Brooks,  a  correct  and  intelligent  officer  command- 
ing that  post,  in  September  last,  reported  that  the 
death  of  a  soldier,  an  habitual  drunkard,  who  had  been 
on  a  fatigue  party,  under  Lieutenant  Hobart,  and  had 
been  confined  by  him,  had  caused  much  excitement 
among  the  citizens,  who  attributed  the  death  of  the 
man  to  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Hobart;  that  the 
civil  authority  bad  taken  up  the  affair  for  investigation, 
to  which  Lieutenant  Hobart  had  readily  submitted 
himself.  The  report  was  accompanied  with  the  en- 
closed certificate  of  the  jury  of  inquest  as  to  the  correct 
conduct  of  Major  Brooks  and  the  other  officer*  of  the 
post,  in  relation  to  the  transaction.  It  thus  appearing 
that  the  affair  would  undergo  an  investigation  in  the 
district  court  of  the  United  States,  the  Department 
did  not  think  it  proper  to  order  a  military  investi* 
gation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  &,c. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

To  the  SrxiKKK  o/  House  of  Rep$. 


Friday,  December  15. 

Amon^  the  petitions  presented  to-day,  was  one^ 
by  Mr.  Wendover,  from  the  New  York  County 
Agricultural  Society,  praying  that  such  protection 
may  be  extended  to  the  national  industry  as  is 
demanded  by  the  best  interests  of  the  country ; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  extending  the  time  for  is- 
suing and  locating  land  warrants  to  officers  and 
soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  which  was  twice 
read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Mallary,  from  a  select  committee,  report- 
ed a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Tyler  and  John 
Tyler,  jr.,  of  Vermont,  (to  renew  and  extend  a 
patent  \ot  a  certain  invention,  the  term  of  fourteen 
years  having  expired  since  it  was  first  granted;) 
which  bill  was  twice  read,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
LivERMORE,  who  remarked  that  it  perhaps  involved 
a  Constitutional  question,  as  it  might  be  contended 
that,  after  the  expiration  of  fourteen  years,  the  in- 
vention became,  by  the  Constitution,  vested  in 
the  public,  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  South- 
ard, was  taken  up,  and,  for  reasons  which  he  stated, 
having  been  slightly  modified  by  the  mover,  it  was 
agreed  to. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  enable  soldiers  to  devise 
their  bounty  lands,  was  read  the  third  time. 

A  debate  arose  on  the  merits  of  this  bill,  occu- 
pying more  than  an  hour,  in  which  it  was  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Little,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Foot, 
Anderson,  and  McCoy;  and  was  supported  by 
Mr.  Gros.s,  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Cocke. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  a  decided 
majority. 

The  engrossed  bills  for  the  relief  of  Margaret 
Perry,  and  for  the  relief  of  William  Mcintosh, 
were  severally  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  or- 
dered to  be  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 
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ANTI-TARIFF  MEMORIALS.  | 

The  report  made  by  the  Committee  on  Manu-  j 
factures,  on  the  30th  ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  ami-  i 
tariff  memorials  from  Belfast,  in  Maine,  and  Rich-  1 
mond,  in  Virginia,  b;.'ing  under  consideration —      [ 

Mr.  Tyler,  of  Virginia,  having  called  up  the  ; 
report  for  consideration,  said  that  he  had  taken  ' 
that  course  under  a  sense  of  duty,  and  in  the  re- 
marks which  he  .should  make,  although  he  should 
be  free  and  candid,  yet  he  hoped  he  should  violate  i 
no  rule  of  decorum.     The  report  was  a  severe  de- 
nunciation against  his  constituents,  and  it  became 
him  to  inquire  whether  they  had  properly  subjected 
themselves  to  that  denunciation  or  not.    If,  said  he,  ' 
they  have  approached  this  body  in  any  other  than  ' 
a  lespectful  manner*  and  he  should  be  convinced 
of  that  fact,  they  should  not  find  in  him  now  an 
advocate,  nor  should  he  have  been  so  lost  to  the  i 
respect  due  to  himself  as  to  have  presented  their  I 
memorial.     In  truth,  he  considered  himself  some-  ' 
what  implicated  in  this  business  ;  for,  certainly,  if 
he  had  bi'en  the  instrument  through  which  an  in-  ; 
suit  had  been  offered  to  this  House,  he  should  ac- 
knowledge  himself  to  be  greatly  culpable.    I  claim,  i 
then,  said  he,  a  free  inquiry  into  this  matter.     I  | 
have  a  right  to  call  on  the  committee  to  point 
out  distinctly  the  features  in  the  Richmond  memo- 
rial  which  shall  be  esteemed  offensive.     I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  my  constituents  have  presented 
themselves  before  you  as  humble  supplianu. — that 
their  language  is  that  of  base  menials — that  they 
have  ap{K'ared   at  your  dcx)r  covered  in  sackcloth, 
and  trembling  in  your  presence.     No,  sir ;  they 
have  spoken  as  becomes  freemen.     They  have  ex- 
ercised a  Constitutional  right  in  a  manly  manner. 
They  have  addressed  you,  with  reasons  potent  and 
strong,  against  the  adoption  of  a  destructive  pol- 
icy.    They  have  approached  you,  not  as  their  mas- 
ters, but  as  the  servants  of  the  people,  on  subjects 
of  deep  interest  and  high  moment.     The  commit- 
tee, in  their  report,  have  not  ventured  to  deny  to 
them  the  use  of  manly  language  in  addressing  this 
House.     Unless  I  am  grossly  deceived  in  the  char- 
acter of  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  he  would 
be  among  the  last  to  narrow  down  the  right  of 
petition  to  a  mere  sycophantic  appeal,  couched  in 
language  humiliating  and  dishonorable  ;   a  lan- 
guage the  offering  of  hypocrisy,  and  discreditable 
even  to  slaves.     If,  then,  it  be  admitted  to  be  the 
right  of  the  people  to  speak  forth  their  sentiments, 
and  to  speak  them  boldly  forth,  I  pronounce  that 
there  is  nothing  in  the  Richmond  memorial  in  the 
slightest  degree  oflensive. 

The  committee  have  selected  but  one  sentence 
from  the  memorial,  as  offensive ;  and,  until  some 
other  be  pointed  out,  1  have  a  right  to  conclude 
that  it,  and  it  only,  can  be  objected  to.  [Here  Mr. 
T.  read  the  sentence  from  the  report.]  Now,  sir, 
said  he,  there  is  but  one  substantive  allegation  in 
the  sentence,  viz  :  that  the  advocates  of  manu- 
factures may  be  considered  more  the  enemies  of 
commerce  than  the  friends  to  the  system  which 
they  support.  He  asked,  in  what  was  this  offen- 
sive ?  It  is  speaking  what  the  memorialists  be- 
lieve to  be  the  truth  ;  not  that  the  advocates  of 
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manufactures  had  declared  their  enmity  to  com- 
merce. This  is  the  first  report,  I  believe,  with 
which  the  committee  had  favored  us,  and,  there- 
fore its  views  were  not  made  known  to  the  nation. 
They  left  themselves  to  be  judged  of  by  the  fruit 
which  they  produced,  and  I  feel  myself  at  liberty 
to  declare  in  my  place,  that  their  measures  can  be 
considered  in  no  other  light  than  as  inimical  to 
commerce.  This  is  not  anew  proposition.  It  was 
the  basis  of  our  arguments  against  the  bills  re- 
ported at  the  last  session — we  proclaimed  that  you 
were  aiming  a  destructive  blow  at  two  of  the  great 
interests  in  this  community,  its  agriculture  and  its 
trade.  What  did  you  want  with  high  duties,  but 
to  give  the  home  manufactures  the  home  market  j 
and,  when  the  destruction  of  trade  would  follow 
as  a  necessary  con^Jkice,  how,  let  me  ask,  can 
you  take  on  yoursenlPto  be  offended,  when  yon 
are  told  in  plain  terms  of  the  consequences  likely 
to  flow  from  your  measures  ?  This  language  1 
have  held  to  you  before,  and  you  did  not  esteem  it 
offensive  ;  I  again,  here  in  my  place  repeat  it,  and 
I  feel  assured  that  no  one  will  be  fastidious  enough 
to  consider  it  insulting. 

Let  me  simplify  the  case.     You  and  myself  dif- 
fer in  opinion  on  a  particular  subject  ;  you  avow 
a  disposition  friendly  to  a  certain  interest,  and  re* 
solve  on  the  adoption  of  a  course  of  policy,  destruc- 
tive, in  my  mind,  to  some  other  interest;  shall  I 
not  be  permitted  to  say  to  you  in  the  language  of 
friendship  or  remonstrance,  beware  lest  you  deceive 
yourself — if  you   adopt  this  policy,  you  will  be 
viewed   as  the  enemy  to  the  interest,  which,  ac- 
cording to  your  declarations,  you  would  not  destroy. 
This  is  all  that  the  sentence  quoted  from  the  Rich- 
mond memorial  can  be  construed  to  mean,  and  in 
it  I  can  see  no  offence.     Why  should  gentlemen 
be  so  sensitive  on  this  subject?     Does  it  become 
the  Legislature  of  this  nation  to  hunt  through^ 
every  clause  of  a  memorial  for  the  purpose  of  cull- j 
ing  out  a  sentence  or  a  monosyllable  which  mair 
contain  some  hidden  offence  ?   My  personal  knowl- 
edge of  the  liberality  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, creates  with  me  inexpressible  astonish- 
ment at  the  strictures  he  has  indulged  in  on  this 
occasion.     These  strictures  cannot  have  been  in- 
tended in  the  whole  of  them,  for  the  Richmond 
memorial.     I  am  authorized  to  say  they  have  not 
arisen  so  much  from  that  as  from  the  Belfast  me- 
morial.    The  report  itself  teaches  me  to  draw  this 
conclusion.     The  committee  complain  of  the  acts 
of  the  last  session  being  imputed  to  an  individual, 
and  not  to  the  Hou.se.    Now  there  is  no  imputa- 
tion of  this  sort  in  the  memorial  which  I  presented, 
and  the  representation  of  the  bills  reported  at  the 
last  session,  "as  a  piece  of  State  machinery,"  is  to 
be  found  in  the  Belfast  memorial.     I  do  not  feel 
myself  bound  to  interfere  in  behalf  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Belfast ;  they  are  represented  on  this  floor, 
and  it  belongs  to  their  representative,  if  he  thinks 
proper  to  do  so,  to  vindicate  them  from  the  stric- 
tures of  the  report.     But  I  do  regret  that  the  com- 
mittee should  so  have  connected  their  anathemas 
with  the  interpolation  from  the  Richmond  memo- 
rial, as  to  have.given  rise  to  the  belief  that  it  con- 
Uined  the  greatest  and.  most  crying  offence.    I 
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trust  I  have  succeeded  in  showing  that  none  was 
offered  from  that  quarter^  and  that  none  exists. 

But  the  committee  insist  that  by  that  memorial 
they  have  been  misrepresented  in  regard  to  a  fact, 
and  that  the  statement  in  the  memorial  that  a  bill 
was  reported  to  repeal  the  drawback  system  is  not 
true.     I  readily  admit  that  the  memorialists  have 
fallen  into  error  on  this  subject,  but  1  utterly  deny 
that  any  propriety  exists  in  the  terms  used  by  the 
committee  in  reference  to  this  error.     The  report 
represents  this  fear  of  a  repeal  of  the  drawback 
system  as  being  a  mere  phantom  originating  "  in 
the  fears  and   ignorance  of  those  who   raise  it." 
These  are  strong  terms,  and  the  committee  ought 
to  have  been  certain  that  they  were  justifiable  in 
their  use.     But  while  they  ve  pleased  to  reprobate 
a  mistake  made  by  others  jJfttrms  of  great  sever- 
ity, I  undertake  to  say  and  il^ove  that  they  ihem- 
sdves  have  fallen  into  a  manifest  error.     The  fear 
on  the  subject  of  drawbacks  is  not  a  mere  phantom 
existing  in  timidity  and  ignorance,  but  it  has  "a 
iocal  habitation  and  a  name,"  given  it  by  the  pro- 
ceedings m  this  very  hall.     The  propriety  of  re- 
pealing the  drawback  system  has  been  submitted 
to  this  House  for  consideration.     A  resolution  was 
introduced  at  the  last  session,  and  is  imbodied  in 
your  journals,  by  a  member  from  Kentucky,  who 
is  now  near  me,  (Mr.  Trimble,)  directing  an  in- 
quiry into  the  expediency  of  that  measure.     It  is 
not  a  mere  phantom  then  arising  from  ignorance, 
but  is  a  reality  which,  considering  the  respectable 
source  from  which  it  came,  was  deserving  of  in- 
quiry on  the  part  of  the  public.     That  it  was  de- 
serving of  investigation  by  the  people,  will  readily 
be  deduced  from  the  language  of  the  report,  for 
it  is  acknowledged  that,  had  a  bill  been  reported 
to  the  House  proposing  the  repeal,  it  would  have 
justly  called  forth  an  universal  burst  of  indigna- 
tion.    I  leave  it  to  the  committee  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  to  determine  whether  in  truth 
it  be  a  measure  of  such  a  character  as  to  merit  the 
indignation  of  the  public.     If  the  word  "resolu- 
tion" had  been  used  instead  of  "  bill"  in  the  me- 
morial, the  sentence  would  have  been  as  perfect, 
and  the  reference  equally  strong ;  and  I  submit  to 
the  House  to  decide  whether  a  mistake  in  the  use 
of  a  word,  called   for  the  reproaches  and  severe 
strictures  which  have  been  indulged  in  on  this  oc- 
casion.    The  committee  will  pardon  me  for  sav- 
ing that  they  have  let  go  the  substance  and  caugnt 
at  the  shadow.     If  they  had  attended  to  the  object 
of  the   memorial  and  not   its  phraseology,  tney 
would  have  seen  that  its  object  was  to  defeat  any 
measure,   whether  a  bill  or  a  resolution,  which 
might  be  intended  to  repeal  the  drawback  system. 
It  was  a  legitimate  object,  and  although  the  com- 
mittee have  abjured  all  intention  of  acting  on  the 
subject,  yet  I  think  that,  without  any  disparage- 
ment to  themselves,  they  might  have  done  so  in 
language  more  temperate,     it  is  insinuated  that 
the  mistake  into  which  thememorialists  have  fallen, 
was  wilful,  and  with  a  view  to  misrepresentation. 
Now,  sir,  I  have  a  right  to  inquire  into  the  reason- 
ableness of  this  insinuation,  so  far  as  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Richmond  were  concerned.     What  object 
was  to  be  effected  by  it  ?     Was  it  with  the  view 


of  obtaining  signatures  to  the  memorial?  The 
committee  must  have  known  that  such  an  object 
would  have  been  preposterous  and  idle.  They  re- 
quired no  artificial  aid,  no  phantom  to  unite  them 
against  the  increase  of  duties.  The  South  is  al- 
ready united  on  this  subject,  and  the  opposition  is 
levelled  on  all  hands  against  the  proposed  alteration 
in  the  tariff.  There  waj«,  then,  no  object  tp  be 
accomplished,  and  it  is  a  forced  and  an  unjusti- 
fiable inference  that  the  mistake  committed  was 
intentionally  committed.  A  decent  respect,  then, 
for  the  feelings  of  others  should  have  left  the  con»- 
mittee  to  the  use  of  milder  language  than  that 
which  they  have  employed. 

The  committee  suggest  that  the  right  of  petition 
will  be  brought  into  disrepute  if  the  House  was  to 
sanction  the  language  u.sed  in  the  memorial.    I 
have  shown  to  you  that  there  is  nothing  offensive 
in  the  memorial  which  I  presented  ;  and   while 
the  committee  avow  themselves  friendly  to  the 
right  of  petition,  I  ask,  if  this  report  is  not  calcu- 
lated to  destroy  the  exercise  of  that  right?     Will 
the  people  of  tnis  country  condescend  to  approach 
you,  if  they  are  to  subject  themselves  to  your  re- 
proaches ?     Will  they  be  so  lost  to  themselves  as 
to  address  you  on  subjects  of  great  national  con- 
cern, when  they  are  liable  to  be  scouted  at  as  timid 
and  ignorant  ?     No,  believe  me,  they  will  not.     It 
does  not  comport  with  their  character,  nor  the 
principles  of  this  Government.     They  have  a  right 
to  speak  to  you  in  the  language  of  authority.     W  ho 
are  you,  that  you  should  thus  elevate  yourselves 
above  them  ?     Are  you  any  more  than  their  ser- 
vants ?     If  you   be,  sir,  you  have  undergone  a 
strange  metamorphosis  since  the  establishment  of 
this  Government. 

I  thank  the  House  for  its  attention  to  me.  I 
have  no  proposition  in  regard  to  the  report  now 
to  submit.  My  object  has  been  accomplished. 
My  remarks  will  go  forth  to  the  nation,  and,  I 
tru.st,  will  be  sufficient  to  relieve  my  constituents 
from  any  odium  to  which  they  may  have  been 
subjected ;  and  any  disposition  which  the  House 
may  give  to  the  report  will  be  satisfactory  to  me. 
Mr.  Balowin  replied,  and  defended  the  report 
of  the  committee,  in  substance  as  follows :  He 
referred  to  the  language  of  the  memorials  on  the 
subject,  and  the  imputations  on  the  motive«  of 
those  who  supported  the  system  of  protection  last 
session,  as  well  as  to  facts  which  these  memorials 
falsely  alleged,  to  show  that  the  language  of  the 
report  was  justifiable;  that  it  was  strong  but  no! 
rude,  and  might  with  justice  have  been  stronger; 
that  it  said  no  more  than  that  the  unfounded  alle- 
gations of  the  memorialists  were  untrue.  Mr.  B. 
was  particularly  sorry  that  exceptionable  reniarks 
were  inserted  in  the  Richmond  memorial,  inas- 
much as  it  was  the  only  one  of  all  those  opposed 
to  the  tariff  which  expressed  a  willingness  that 
any  thing  at  all  should  be  done  for  manufactures, 
and  was,  therefore,  characterized  by  a  superior 
degree  of  liberality.  He  admitted  the  full  right 
in  the  people  to  speak  freely  of  the  tendency  of  the 
measures  of  Congress,  but  not  to  come  forward 
and  charge  the  House  with  what  was  not  true; 
that  the  tariff  bills  contained  no  provision  for  the 
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abolition  of  drawbacks  was  obrious  to  every  one 
who  had  read  them,  and  therefore  the  petitioners 
had  certainly  asserted  what  was  untrue.  The 
only  proposition  relative  to  drawbacks  was  made 
in  the  resolutions  of  a  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  Trimble,)  which  were  never  called  up  for 
consideration.  These  unfounded  reports  had  been 
in  circulation  a  year,  uncontradicted  in  any  man- 
ner which  would  counteract  them ;  and  it  was  the 
object  of  the  report  to  simply  perform  this  duty, 
and  disabuse  the  public  on  the  subject,  &,c. 

Mr.  Tyler  rejoined,  substantially,  that,  to  cor- 
rect any  error  in  which  a  portion  of  the  people 
noay  have  fallen,  it  was  not  necessary  to  denounce 
them  as  timid  and  ignorant. 

Mr.  KiffSLEY,  of  Maine,  offered  a  few  remarks, 
intended,  as  the  reporter  understood,  not  hearing 
him  distinctly,  to  defend  the  memorialists  of  Bel- 
fast, in  Maine,  from  intentional  misrepresentation 
of  the  views  of  the  supporters  of  the  new  tariff. 
If  they  had  supposed  that  the  proposition  to  abol- 
ish drawbacks  was  passed  at  the  last  session,  their 
distance  from  the  Seat  of  Government,  and  a  reli- 
ance upon  incorrect  channels  of  information,  might 
be  presumed  to  have  caused  the  misapprehension  ; 
and,  at  any  rate,  the  mistake,  he  conceived,  was 
not  worthy  of  this  long  and  labored  report  from 
the  Committee  of  Manufactures,  or  the  severity  of 
language  which  it  applied  to  them.  He  could  not 
conceive  why  the  committee  had  selected  from  all 
the  memorials  on  the  subject  two  from  such  distant 
and  almost  extreme  points  as  Richmond  and  Bel- 
fkst  for  their  animadversion. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  a  few 
observations   in    explanation   of   the   resolutions 
which  he  offered  at  the  last  session  relative  to  the 
cash  payment  of  duties,  and  to  the  repeal  of  the 
duties  on   drawbacks.      When   he  moved   those  I 
resolutions,  he  was  not  prepared  to  say  the  draw-  j 
back  system  ou»ht  to  be  abolished,  though  there  , 
were  pietitions  tnen  before  the  House  from  some  | 
parts  of  the  country  praying  Congress  to  repeal  j 
the  system.     His  object  was  inquiry  only,  and  he  i 
brought  forward  the  resolutions  that  the  whole  { 
subject  might  be  before  the  House.     He  might  ! 
say,  however,  that  such  a  repeal  was  not  sustained  ; 
alone  by  the  petitions  to  which  he  referred,  but  it  j 
was  supported  by  the  opinion  of  one  of  the  first  of 
men  and  of  patriots   in  this  country  or   in  the  ' 
world,  he  meant  Thomas  Jefferson.     In  a  letter  ' 
to  a  friend  here,  which  Mr.  T.  had  perused  .soon  ■ 
after  he  offered  his  resolution,  that  great  statesman 
had  pointedly  suggested  the  expediency  of  abol- 
ishing the  whole  drawback  system.     Mr.  T.  said 
for  what  he  had  done  he  should  not  deem  it  ne- 
cessary to  appeal  to  the  authority  of  any  man,  and  ', 
he  ^hould  not,   therefore,   have  adverted  to   the  , 
opinion  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  deserving  as  it  was  of 
respect,  but  that  his  proposition  on  the  subject  of  ' 
drawbacks  had  been  treated  rather  cavalierly  by  i 
those  who  had  thought  proper  to  animadvert  on  it. 

Mr.  SwEARirroEN  moved  that  the  report  and  ' 
resolutions  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  be  j 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  | 

Mr.  Baldwin,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Kinsley,  ob-  j 
served  that  the  reason  why  the  committee  had  se-  ' 


lect«d  the  memorials  of  Richmond  and  Belfast 
was,  that  they  only  contained  exceptionable  and 
improper  remarks  on  the  fi-iends  of  the  tariff  bills. 
He  had  no  objection  to  laying  the  report  on  the 
table,  as  its  object  was  merely,  as  he  said  before, 
to  correct  the  misstatements  which  had  gone 
abroad  on  the  subject. 

The  report  and  resolutions  were  then  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 


Monday,  December  18. 
A  new  member,  to  wit:  from  Massachusetts, 
Aaron  Hobart,  elected  to  supply  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Zabdiel  Samp- 
son, appeared,  was^uaiified,  and  took  his  seat. 

DEATjAp  MR.  HAZARD. 

Mr.  Eddy,  of  Rhode  Island,  rose,  and  briefly 
announced  to  the  House  the  decease,  on  yesterday, 
of  Nathaniel  Hazard,  Esq.,  a  member  of  thi« 
House  from  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  E.,-  resolutions 
were  unanunously  adopted,  expressive  of  the  feel- 
ings of  the  House  on  this  occasion  ;  resolving  to 
attend  the  funeral,  this  day,  at  two  o'clock ;  ap- 
pointing a  committee  to  superintend  the  same; 
and  resolving,  also,  as  a  testimony  of  respect  for 
the  memory  of  the  deceased,  to  go  into  mourning, 
and  wear  a  black  crape  round  the  left  arm  for 

I  thirty  day.s. 

I  Messrs.  Eddy,  Morton,  Russ,  Shaw,  Malla- 
RY,  Archer  of  Maryland,  and  Cocke,  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  accordingly  ;  and  the  House 
adjourned. 


i 


Tuesday,  December  19. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  ,_. 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Joseph  McNeil,  accompanied  with  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  the  first  and 
second  time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  or 
THE  United  States  as  follows  : 
To  the  House  of  Repretentativea  .• 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Houm  of 
Representatives  of  the  2l8t  November  last,  requesting 
the  President  to  lay  before  the  House  information  re- 
lating to  the  progress  and  expenditures  of  the  Commis- 
sioners under  the  &fih,  sixth,  and  seventh  articles  of 
the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  I  now  transmit  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  with  documents,  containing  ail  tJie 
information  in  the  possession  of  that  Departneot,  re- 
quested bv  the  resolution. 

JAMEd  MONROE. 

Washixstok,  Dec.  14,  1820. 

The  Message  was  read,  and,  with  the  accom- 
panying documents,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  informa- 
tion in  relation  to  the  horses  furnished  by  the 
mounted  men  in  the  war  with  the  Seminole  In- 
dians; as  also,  in  relation  to  the  rules  preicribed 
for  compensating  said  men,  not  applicable  to  all 
other  troops  of  the  same  description,  furntshed  ia 
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obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  12th  insunt ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  situation  of  the  set- 
tlements upon  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  the  expedi- 
ency of  occupying  the  Columbia  river.  Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Metcalfe,  and  Mr.  Swearingen,  were  ap- 
pointed the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Floyd  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which,  under  the  rule,  will  lie  on  the  table  for  con- 
sideration until  to-morrow. 

Retohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
War  be  required  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement 
•f  the  number  and  situation  of  the  military  posts  in 
the  United  States  at  this  time  ;^gether  with  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  army  ;  designat^Bhe  number  of  men, 
also,  the  number  and  rank  of  ih^Wticers  at  each  place. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Phelps,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  investigate  the  afl'airs  of  the  Post 
Office  Department,  with  power  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers,  and  Messrs.  Phelps,  Archer,  of  Vir- 
ginia, CoLPEPER,  Allen,  of  New  York,  and  Ho- 
BART,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Monell,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  whe- 
ther any,  and,  if  any,  what,  regulations  can  be 
adopted,  consistent  with  the  intere>t  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, whereby  the  soldiers  of  the  late  war,  who 
have  not  received  their  bounty  lands,  can  be  bet- 
ter provided  for  than  under  existing  laws. 

Mr.  EosTis  submitted  the  following  joint  reso- 
lution, viz : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled,  and  it  is  hereby  declared.  That,  on  the 
day  of next  ensuing,  the  State  of  .Mis- 
souri shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union  upon  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States  in  all  respecU 
whatsoever:   Provided,  That  so  much  of  the  26th  sec- 


tion of  the  3d  article  in  the  constitution  of  said  State, 
presented  to  Congress  at  the  present  session,  as  makes 
it  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  pasa  such  laws  as 
shall  be  necessary  "  to  prevent  free  negroes  and  mu- 
lattoes  from  coming  to,  and  settling  in,  ihij  State,  un- 
der any  pretext  whatsoever,"  shall,  on  or  before  thai 
day,  be  expunged  therefrom. 

The  resolution  was  read  the  first  time,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Baldwin  submitted  the  following  joint  re- 
solution, viz : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled.  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  au- 
thorized to  adjourn  the  respective  Houses  from  Friday 
the  32d  day  of  December,  1820,  to  Tuesday  the  2d  of 
January,  1821. 

The  resolution  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  TocKER,  of  Virginia,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolutions,  which,  under  the  rule,  will  lie  on 
the  table  for  consideration  until  to-morrow. 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
instructed  to  prepare,  and  lay  before  thia  House,  a 
■tatement  showing  the  number  and  tonnage  of  the 


American  and  British  vessels  which  have  cleared  from 
the  ports  of  the  United  States  for  any  port  in  the 
West  Indies,  the  Bahama  Islands,  and  Bermuda,  in 
the  years  1816,  1817,  1818,  1819,  and  1820.  distin- 
tinguisbing,  in  the  last  year,  those  which  have  clear- 
ed before  the  30th  day  of  September,  and  those  which 
have  cleared  since  that  date. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
instructed  to  state  to  this  House,  as  far  as  he  has  in- 
formation, the  number  and  tonnage  of  the  French 
ships  which  have  arrived,  and  are  expected  to  arrive, 
in  the  course  of  the  present  yesr,  in  the  river  Saint 
Mary's,  since  the  1st  of  July  last;  whether  their  car- 
goes are  intended  for  the  consumption  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  be  introduced  within  the  territories  of 
ihe  same,  in  evasion  of  the  revenue  laws ;  and  what 
further  provision  he  deems  necessary  to  be  made  by 
law  for  the  more  effectual  collection  of  the  revenue 
on  the  Southern  frontier. 

HALL  OF  THE  HOUSE.   '  *• 
Mr.  Mercer   submitted  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Build- 
ings be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  practicability  of 
making  such  alterations  in  the  present  structure  of  the 
Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  as  shall  better 
adapt  it  to  the  purposes  of  a  deliberative  assembly ; 
and,  if  no  such  alteration  can  be  effected,  to  asceruia 
whether  it  be  prscticable  to  provide  a  suitable  Hall  in 
the  centre  building  of  the  Capitol. 

Mr.  M.  briefly  explained  his  object  in  offering 
this  resolve,  which,  it  would  be  observed,  pro- 
posed an  inquiry  merely.  It  was,  he  said,  utterly 
imposMble,  as  every  gentleman's  experience  must 
have  taught  him,  to  near  more  than  one  half  of 
the  members  who  addressed  the  House,  without 
changing  one's  seal  for  the  purpose.  For  one,  he 
declared,  that,  owing  to  this  circumstance,  he  felt 
himself  utterly  incapable  of  discharging  the  duty 
imposed  on  him  by  his  constituents.  He  had,  he 
said,  in  anticipation  of  such  a  duty  as  he  now  pro- 
posed to  devolve  on  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Buildings,  made  it  his  business  to  examine  the 
centre  building.  He  had  .«atisfied  himself  that 
the  room  intended  for  the  Library,  simpler  in  is 
structure  than  the  present  Hall,  which  was  of  a 
figure  unfavorable  to  deliberation,  would  answer 
afl  the  purposes  of  a  Representative  Chamber.  It 
would  be  a  room  larger  than  that  which  often  ac- 
commodates five  hundred  members  in  the  British 
House  of  Commons  ;  as  large  as  that  which  has 
accommodated  a  more  numerous  body  in  Massa- 
chusetts ;  and  larger  than  that  which  is  occupied 
by  a  more  numerous  body  than  this  in  the  State 
of  Virginia. 

The  resolve  for  inquiry  was  adopted,  as  above 
slated,  but  not  without  opposing  voices. 

I  DANIEL  McDUFF. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Daniel  McDuff,"  was  read  the  third  time ;  and 
on  the  question,  shall  it  pass  ?  it  passed  in  the  af- 
firmative—yeas 72,  nays  70,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Allen  of  New  York,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee. Baldwin,  Ball,  Beecher,  Bryan,  Butler  of  New 
Hampshire,  Cannon,  Cocke,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Cul- 
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breth,    Cushman,    Cuthbert,    DarUngton,    Dennison, 
£arle.  Fay,  Fisher,  Ford,  Garnett,  Gorbam,  Gross  of 
New  York,  Gross   of  Pennsylvsnia,  Guyon,  Hackley, 
Hall  of  Delaware,  Hendricks,    Hibshman,  Hill,  Hos- 
teller, Jones   of  Tennessee.   Kendall,    Kent,  Kinsey, 
Kinsley,   Little,   Lincoln,   Lowndes,    McCreary    Mc- 
Cullough,  Mallary,  Mercer,  Monell,  Montgomery,  8. 
Moore,    Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson   of 
Virginis,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  .M  assachuselts,  Parker  of 
Virginia,  Patterson,  Philson,  Pinckney,  Rankin,  Reed,  ! 
Kobertson,  Rogers,  Sergeant,  Settle,   Silsbee,  Simp-  | 
kins,  Sloan,    Smith    of    Maryland,     Slorrs,     Tracy,  I 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Wal-  , 
ker,  Warfield,  and  Whitman.  | 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of 
Maasachusetu,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Baker, 
Barbour,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Brush,  Buffura,  Burwell, 
Case,  Cobb,  Crafts,  Culpeper,  Dane,  Davidson, 
.Dewitt,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of 
North  Carolina,  Lloyd,  Folger,  Fool,  Fuller,  Gray, 
Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Harden, 
Hobart,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Lathrop, 
Linn,  Livermore,  Maclay,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Ken- 
tucky, Marchand,  Meech,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  T.  L. 
Moore,  Morton,  Murray,  Phelps,  Plumer,  Rhea,  Rich, 
Bichards,  Richmond,  Russ,  Sawyer,  Shaw,  A.  Smyth 
of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Street,  Strong 
of  Vermont,  Tarr,  Tomhnson,  Tompkins,  Tyler,  Up- 
ham,  Wendover,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of 
North  Carolina,  and  Wood. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  providing  for  the  preservation  and 
repair  of  the  Cumberland  road,  were  discharged 
from  the  consideration  thereof;  and  it  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 


Wednesoay,  December  20. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Morgan  Brown,"  made  a  report  thereon, 
recommending  that  the  said  bill  be  postponed  in- 
definitely. The  bill  and  report  were  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Williams  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Lewis  H.  Guerlain,  accompanied  with  a  bill  for 
his  relief;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Williams  also  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Alexander  Milne,  accompanied  with  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Williams  also  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  John  Rodriguez,  accompanied  with  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  EowAROs,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions,  reported 
a  bill  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  making  pro- 
vision for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and 
naval  service  of  the  United  States  during  the 
Revolutionary  war;  which  was  twice  read. 

[The  object  of  the  bill  is  to  provide  for  the  case 
of  persons  who,  owing  to  disability,  cannot  appear 
in  open  court  to  take  the  necessary  oaths.] 

The  bill  was  laid  on  the  table,  for  the  purpose 


of  being  printed  for  better  examination  before  it 
should  be  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  the  House  then 
proceeded  to  consider  the  joint  resolution  submit- 
ted by  him  yesterday,  proposing  a  recess  of  both 
Houses  of  Congress  from  Friday,  the  22d  instant, 
to  Tuesday,  the  2d  day  of  January. 

Mr.  Rhea  having  expressed  his  wish  to  hear 
some  reasons  for  this  proposition — but  no  debate 
thereon  arising — 

The  question  on  ordering  the  same  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading,  was  taken  hj  jeMM 
and  nays,  and  decided  as  follows — For  the  en- 
grossment 42,  against  it  110. 

So  the  resolution  was  negatived. 

The  House  prc^^ded  to  consider  the  resolations 
submitted  yesterd^by  Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia; 
and,  the  same  being  again  read,  were  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Mr.  Ross  submitted  the  following  resolution^ 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  one  day  for 
consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  the 
nsmes  of  all  persons  who  have  been  prosecuted  and 
convicted  in  the  courts  of  the  United  Slates,  under 
the  act  of  Congress  passed  the  14th  of  July,  1798,  en- 
titled "An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act 
for  the  punishment  o(  certain  crimes  against  the  Uni- 
ted Slates;"  particularly  designating  in  what  State, 
and  before  what  court  convicted ;  the  amount  of  the 
fine,  together  with  the  term  of  imprisonment  inflicted 
on  each  defendant;  aiiiO,  the  amount  of  fines  paid  into 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  by  whom; 
the  amount  of  such  fines  as  may  have  been  collected 
by  the  officers  of  Government,  and  which  have  not 
yet  been  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States; 
the  lime  when  collected;  also,  by  whom,  and  from 
whom  collected. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Floyo  ;  and,  being 
again  read,  Mr.  Lathrop  moved  to  amend  the 
same,  by  adding  thereto  the  following  words: 
"and  whether  any  of  the  officers  of  the  Armv 
hold  any  other  office  under  the  Government,  and, 
if  so,  with  what  salary  and  emoluments." 

And  the  question  being  taken  so  to  amend,  it 
passed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  said  resolution,  as  amended,  was  then 
agreed  to  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
War  be  required  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement 
of  the  number  and  situation  of  all  the  military  posts 
in  the  United  Stales  at  this  time ;  together  with  the 
distribution  of  the  Army,  designating  the  number  of 
men  ;  also,  the  number  and  rank  of  the  ofiScers  at  e^ch 
place ;  and  whether  any  of  the  officers  o{  the  Armj 
hold  any  other  office  under  the  Government,  and,  if  ao, 
with  what  salary  and  emoluments. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Elias  Parks,"  with  an  amend- 
ment, in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House.  The  amendment  was  read,  and  concurred 
ju  by  the  House. 
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OHIO  AND  MICHIGAN  BOUNDARY. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sibley,  re- 
«olTed  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  resolution  for  fixing  the  boundary  line  between 
Ohio  and  Michigan. 

[This  resolution  declares,  that  the  line  hereto- 
fore caused  to  be  surveyed,  marked,  and  desig- 
nated, from  the  southern  extreme  of  Lake  Michi- 
gan due  east,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  ascertain  and  desig- 
nate certain  boundaries,"  passed  May  12,  1812,  so 
far  as  the  same  extends  due  east  from  the  western 
boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  be  and  remain 
the  establishtd  boundary  line  between  the  said 
State  of  Ohio  and  the  Territ^^of  Michigan.] 

Mr.  Ross,  of  Ohio,  mov^^o  strike  out  the 
whole  of  the  resolution  after  the  word  "Resolved," 
on  the  ground  that  the  line  therein  proposed  is 
altogether  different  from  that  which  has  been  es- 
tablished, not  only  by  the  description  of  bounda- 
ries contained  in  the  Constitution  of  Ohio,  Imt 
also  in  substance  by  the  act  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  authorizing  the  formation  of  the  con- 
stitution of  that  State,  and  by  subsequent  acts  of 
Congress.  In  support  of  these  positions,  Mr.  R. 
entered  into  an  argument  of  some  length.  He 
contended,  also,  for  the  right  of  Ohio  to  a  voice 
in  the  decision  of  this  question,  which,  by  this  res- 
olution. It  was  not  proposed  to  allow  to  her. 

Mr.  Sibley,  Delegate  from  Michigan,  opposed 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Rose,  in  an  argument  of  con- 
siderable length  and  detail,  contending,  as  well  for 
the  right  of  Congress  to  settle  this  question  as  for 
the  justice  and  expediency  of  establishing  the  line 
ms  now  proposed. 

When  Mr.  S.  concluded,  the  Committee  rose, 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lownobs,  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolve,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 


Thdrsday,  December  21. 
DEATH  OF  MR.  SLOCUMB. 

Little  business  was  transacted  in  either  House 
of  Congress  to-day,  both  bodies  having  adjourned 
at  an  early  hour,  to  make  arrangements  to  attend 
the  funeral  of  a  deceased  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and,  as  a  mark  of  respect,  usual 
on  such  occasions. 

As  soon  as  the  Journal  was  read  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, rose,  and  announced  to  the  House  the  de- 
cease of  Jesse  Slocomb,  Esq.,  a  member  from 
the  State  of  North  Carolina ;  and,  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Smith,  resolutions  were  then  unanimously 
adopted  expressive  of  the  feelings  of  the  House  on 
this  occasion  ;  resolving  to  attend  the  funeral,  this 
day,  at  three  o'clock — appointing  a  committee  to 
superintend  the  same — and  resolving,  also,  as  a 
testimony  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  de- 
ceased, to  go  into  mourning,  and  wear  a  black 
crape  round  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

Messrs.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,   Bortoh, 


Fisher,  Hooks,  Settle,  Williams,  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Davidson,  were  appointed  tbe 
committee  of  arrangements. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  also,  it  was  resolved 
that  the  Speaker  of  the  House  acquaint  the  Exec- 
utive of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  with  the 
vacancy  occasioned  in  the  representation  from 
that  State  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Slocdmb. 


Friday,  December  22. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  to  authorize  tbe  President 
of  the  United  States  to  establish  a  port  of  entry 
in  the  district  of  Sandusky,  in  the  Slate  of  Ohio, 
and  for  other  purposes ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  tinre 
to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  enclosing  an  "  organi- 
zation of  the  army,  as  proposed  under  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  11th 
of  May,  1820,"  which  is  intended  as  a  substitute 
for  so  much  of  table  A,  which  accompanied  his 
report  upon  the  reduction  of  the  army,  as  relates 
to  the  details  of  organization ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affair*. 

Mr.  Tracy  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day  for  consideration : 

Besolred,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement,  showing  the 
number  of  soldiers  recruited  for  the  service  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States  during  the  year  1820,  in- 
dicating the  fund  out  of  which  the  expenses  of  said 
recruiting  have  been  paid ;  and,  if  any  unexpended 
balance  of  a  former  appropriation  has  been  used,  in 
what  year  said  appropriation  was  made. 

MILITARY  LAND  WARRANTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  the  House  then 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  extending  the  time  for  locating  Virgiaia 
military  land  warrants. 

The  blank  for  the  term  of  extension  was  filled 
with  two  years  from  the  1st  of  January,  1821,  and 
the  time  within  which  returns  may  be  made  was 
fixed  at  four  years. 

And  the  bill  being  further  amended,  the  Com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  the  same  to  the  House ; 
and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Darlington  in  the  chair,) 
on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to 
lessen  the  compensation  of  marshals,  clerks,  and 
attorneys,  in  the  cases  therein  mentioned."  Con- 
siderable discussion  took  place  on  the  sulyect  of 
the  bill  among  the  legal  gentlemen  of  the  House, 
which  ended  in  the  Committee's  rising  and  re- 
porting progress.  The  Committee  were  then  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  billj 
and  It  was  recommitted  to  a  select  committee. 

The  House  then,  on  motion,  adjourned  to  Tues- 
day next. 


V 


Tuesday,  December  26. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  system 
of  field  service  and  police,  and  a  system  of  martial 
law  for  the  government  of  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  submitted  in  obedience  to  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  the  22d  of  December,  1819}  which,  with 
its  enclosures,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pldmrr,  re- 
ferred to  the  Military  Committee,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House, 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  ac^,  entitled  'An  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Henry 
Willis,"  with  amendments;  in  which  they  ask  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  were  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

Mr.  MoNELL  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day  for  consideration  : 

Revolted,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  furnish  thid  House  with  an  account  of 
compensation  to  counsel  to  assist  district  attorneys, 
and  jadge  advocates  in  their  office,  for  the  last  eight 
years,  and  to  whom  such  compensation  has  been  made. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  the  engrossed  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  time  for  locating 
Virginia  land  warrants,  and  returning  surveys 
thereon  to  the  General  Land  Office,"  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  establish  a 
port  of  entry  in  the  district  of  Sandusky,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Cook  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day  for  consideration  : 

Hesoiced,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  this  Houite  a  statement  of  the  number 
of  soldiers  of  the  late  army  to  whom  warrants  have 
been  issued  for  military  bounty  land ;  and,  also,  the 
whole  number  of  soldiers,  who,  from  the  date  of  their 
enlistment,  and  have  not  received  such  warrants,  will 
be  entitled  to  receive  such  bounty,  designating,  in 
both  cases,  the  number  of  double  and  single  bounties. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
submitted  by  ilr.  Tracy  on  the  22d  instant^  and 
the  same  being  again  read,  was  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

COLONEL  JAMES  JOHNSON. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ing letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War: 

War  Depaetmbxt,  Dee.  22,  1820. 

Sik:  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  1st  of  December,  1820,  di- 
recting that  the  Secretary  of  War  communicate  to 
that  House  what  sums  of  money  have  been  actually 
paid  to  Colonel  James  Johnson,  on  account  of  trans- 
portation furnished  the  expedition  ordered  up  the 
Misaoori  river;  nnd,  also,  what  sums  have  been  paid 
him  for  detention  of  steamboats,  or  other  incidental 
charges,  and  the  causes  of  such  detention ;  whether 


any  difference  of  opinion  existed  between  the  Deput> 
ment  of  War  and  the  said  Colonel  James  Johnson, 
relative  to  tbe  value  of  transportation  or  other  charges 
exhibited  by  him  against  tbe  United  States ;  and  what 
evidence  was  submitted  to  them,  on  which  they  formed 
their  opinion — I  enclose  a  letter  to  this  Department 
from  the  Quartermaster  General,  which,  with  tbe  doc- 
umenta  accompanying  it,  contains  the  information  di> 
rected  to  be  communicated.  By  reference  to  the  re- 
port, it  will  appear  that  a  difference  of  opinion  existed 
between  the  Department  and  the  contractor  in  rela- 
tion to  tbe  charges  of  the  latter ;  and  that,  according 
to  the  terms  of  the  contract,  the  points  of  difference 
were  referred,  as  was  stated  in  the  report  of  this  De- 
partment to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  2d  of 
February  last.  It  was  in  the  first  instance  determined 
to  have  tbe  reference  at  or  near  to  St.  Louis  ;  and 
General  Rector,  of  tbit  place,  was  selected  with  that 
view,  on  the  part  o^he  Government,  and  Colonel 
Morrison,  of  Lexington,  Kentucky,  on  that  of  the  con- 
tractor ;  but,  on  application  on  the  part  of  the  contrac- 
tor, the  place  was  changed  to  this  city,  under  the  be- 
lief that  it  would  be  a  mutual  accommodation,  and 
facilitate  the  ultimate  decision.  It  thus  became  n»> 
cessary  to  select  other  persons,  and  Commodore  Rod- 
gers  was  chosen  as  the  referee  on  the  part  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  Geiteral  John  Mason,  of  Georgetown, 
on  that  of  the  contractor;  end,  with  the  assent  of  the 
perties,  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  Stataa 
was  selected  as  the  umpire.  The  Attorney  General 
having  declined  to  act,  the  arbitrators,  in  conformity 
to  the  terms  of  the  contract,  select  Walter  Jones,  Esq., 
as  umpire. 

Tbe  statement  of  the  amount  which  has  been  paid 
to  the  contractor,  contains  not  only  the  amount  paid 
for  transportation  on  the  Missouri,  but  also  that  on 
the  Mississippi  and  the  Ohio,  and  comprehends  the 
sum  paid  to  him  for  transportation  performed  both  in 
1819  and  1820.  It  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  the 
expedition  (for  ressons  stated  in  the  report  of  the  2d 
of  February,  already  referred  to)  not  being  completed 
in  the  Summer  and  Fall  of  1819,  as  was  expected  at 
the  time  of  forming  the  contract,  the  Department  pro- 
posed that  the  rate  of  transportation  necessary  to  com- 
plete the  movement  should  be  fixed,  as  both  the  con- 
tractor and  the  Government  bad  acquired  such  a 
knowledge  of  the  subject  as  to  enable  them  to  deter* 
mine  what  ought  to  be  allowed  with  some  degree  of 
certainty,  to  which  the  contractor  assented  ;  and  the 
rate  wss  fixed  at  eight  cents  per  pound  to  the  Council 
Blufla. 

Tbe  account  of  the  contractor  for  transportation, 
particularly  for  this  year,  is  not  finally  adjusted  ;  bat 
it  is  believed  when  it  is,  the  account  will  be  found  to 
be  nearly  balanced. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Hon.  JoHX  W.  Taylor, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  letter  and  its  ac- 
companiments were  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  s«- 
lect  committee.  Messrs.  Cocke,  Mallary,  Over- 
street,  and  Settle,  were  appointed  by  the  Speaker 
to  be  the  committee. 

DEATH  OF  MR.  BURRILL. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  then  came  in  wiU» 
a  message,  announcing  the  death  of  the  Honorable 
James  Burrill,  Jr.,  a  member  of  that  body  and 
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that  his  funeral  would  take  place  from  the  Senate 
Chamber,  at  half  past  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eddy,  it  was — 
Resolved,  unaniviously,  That  this  House  will  at- 
tend the  funeral  of  the  Honorable  James  Burrill, 
Jr.,  late  a  member  of  the  Senate  from  the  Slate  of 
Rhode  Island,  to-raorrow,  at  half  past  ten  o'clo>  k, 
A.  M. ;  and, as  a  testi  i.ony  of  respect  for  the  mem- 
ory of  the  deceased,  will  go  into  mourning,  and 
wear  crape  for  thirty  days. 

The  House  then  adjourned  to  Thursday  next. 


Thtrsday,  December  28.  •'>*■ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Willi a.ms,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  e^ediency  of  allowing 
to  the  officers  of  the  army  Salary  or  stated  sum 
of  money  per  year,  instead  of  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments as  now  allowed  by  law. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
an  estimate  of  the  appropriations  necessary  for  the 
service  of  the  year  1821 ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Rich  gave  notice  that,  on  Tuesday  next,  in 
ease  he  should  be  able  to  obtain  the  floor,  he 
should  submit  a  proposition  for  instructing  a  pro- 
per committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
prohibiting,  prospectively,  the  importation  of  dis- 
tilled spirits  and  malt  liquors,  and  sundry  manu- 
factured articles  which  come  most  in  competition 
with  domestic  fabrics. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  the  following  bill  : 

Be  it  enacted,  SfC,  That  no  lands  purchased  from 
the  United  States  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  July 
last,  shall  be  considered  as  forfeited  to  the  Government 
for  failure  in  completing  the  payment  thereon,  until 
the  31«t  day  of  December,  1821  ;  and  that  all  persons 
indebted  to  the  Government  for  lands  shall  l)e  per- 
mitted, on  or  before  the  day  aforesaid,  to  surrender  to 
the  register  of  the  general  land  office  of  the  district  in 
which  their  purchase  or  purchases  have  been  made, 
by  half-quarter  sections,  or  legal  subdivisions  of  irac- 
tional  sections,  any  part  of  the  quantity  which  they 
respectively  bold,  and  the  sums  which  such  persons 
may  have  paid  on  the  land  so  surrendered  shall  be 
carried  to  their  credit  on  the  quantity  retained  ;  the 
quarter  sections  and  fractions  shall  be  divided  for  the 
purpose  of  surrendering,  as  by  law  is  now  directed. 
No  interest  'shall  be  charged  against  any  person  for 
moneys  due  and  unpaid  on  any  tract  surrendered  as 
aforesaid,  or  on  any  tract  retained  and  paid  for  on 
or  before  the  said  31st  day  of  December,  1821  ;  and 
on  complete  payment  being  made  for  any  tract, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  a  patent  shall 
issue,  as  in  other  cases. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  persons 
indebted  to  the  Government  for  lands,  shall,  on  pay- 
ment in  cash  of  the  whole  purchase  money,  for  any 
tract,  on  or  before  the  Slst  day  of  December,  1821,  be 

allowed  a  deduction  of per  cent,  on  the  original 

price  at  which  their  lands  were  purchased,  excluding 
interest,  and  computing  the  moneys  already  paid  as  a 
put  of  the  said  purchase  money. 


Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  persons 
indebted  to  the  Government  for  lands,  and  who  shall 
not,  on  or  before  the  31st  dsy  of  December,  1821, have 
made  payment  therefor,  shall  be  permitted  to  pay  the 

sums  by  them  respectively  due,  in equal  annual 

instalments,  without  interest,  the  first  of  which  shall 

be  payable  the day  of ;  and  a  fxilure  to  make 

payment  of  any  of  the  aforesaid  instalments  at  the  time 
they  may  become  due,  shall  deprive  the  person  so  fail- 
ing of  all  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  this  section. 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

j        MILITARY  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT.         i 

I     Mr.  Smyth,  from  the  Military  Committee,  re- 
'  ported  the  following  bill : 

Be  it  enacted,  Jlrc  That,  from  and  after  the  first  day 

'  of  May  next,  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of  the 

I  United  Slates  shall  consist  of  six  thousand  non-com- 

l  missioned  officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  with  a  due 

I  proportion  of  field  and  company  otlicers,   according  to 

I  the   present  organization  of  companies,  and  in  such 

proportions  of  artillery  and  infantry  as  the  President 

of  the  United  ISiales  shall  direct;   and,  that  the  corps 

of  engineers,  as  at  present  established,  be  retained  in 

aervice. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  President  of 
the  United  States  cause  to  be  arranged  the  officers, 
I  non-commissioned  oHicers,  musicians,  and  privstes,  of 
I  the  several  corps  of  troops  now  in  service,  in  such 
manner  as  to  form  and  complete  the  corps  to  be  re- 
tained in  service  under  this  act,  consolidating  the  corps 
of  ordnance  and  the  corps  of  light  artillery  with  the 
corps  of  artillery,  and  the  corps  of  riflemen  with  the  in- 
fantry, and  cause  the  supernumerary  officers,  non-com- 
missioned olhcers,  and  privates,  to  be  discharged  from 
the  service. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall  be  one 
Brigadier  General,  with  one  Aid-de-Camp,one  Assis- 
tant Adjutant  General,  and  one  Astiistant  Inspector 
General ;  there  shall  also  be  one  Adjutant  General, 
one  Quartermaster  General,  aihl  one  Judge  Advocate, 
each  with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments,  of  a  Colonel 
of  Cavalry,  as  heretolore  prescrit>ed  by  law.  There 
shall  also  be  a  Paymaster  General,  with  a  salary  as 
heretofore  fixed  by  law  ;  a  Commiuary  General  of 
Purchases,  with  a  salary  of  two  thousand  dollars  per 
am  um,  and  one  Assistant  Commissary  General  of 
Purchases,  whose  compensation  shall  not  exceed  two 
and  a  half  per  centum  on  the  public  moneys  disbursed 
by  him,  nor  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollsrs  per  an- 
num ;  and  two  Military  blorekeepers,  to  be  compen- 
sated as  heretofore;  one  Commissary  General  of  Sub- 
sistence, with  ss  many  assistants  as  the  service  may 
require  ;  one  Surgeon  General  with  a  salary  of  two 
thousand  dollars  per  annum,  and  one  Apothecary  Gen* 
eral,  with  asulary  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall  be,  to 
each  regiment  of  infantry,  and  to  each  battalion  of 
artillery,  one  Adjutant,  one  Quartermaster,  and  one 
Paymaster,  one  burgeon,  and  one  Assistant  Surgeon. 

And  be  tt  further  enacted,  Tbal  the  Topographical 
Engineers  and  their  assistants  shall  be  discharged  from 
the  service  of  the  United  Slates. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Judge  Advocate 
shall  keep  au  office  iii  the  City  of  Washington,  and, 
in  addition  to  the  duUes  which  may  be  assigned  to  him 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  be  shall  keep  a 
record  of  all  trials  by  general  courts  marlial,  and  report 
the  decisions. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  officers  of  the 
^y  whose  continuance  in  service  is  not  provided  for 
bxhis  act,  shall  he  discharged  from  the  service  of  the 
Uc^ed  States;  and  that,  to  each  commissioned  officer, 
^bisball  be  deranged  by  virtue  of  this  act,  there  shall 
be  jf^iJ,  in  addition  to  the  pay  and  emolumenU  to 
whicl  he  shall  be  entitled  at  the  lime  of  his  discharge, 
three  months  pay. 

The*)il|  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee (T  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  F  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  gave  notice,  that 
on  the  StLday  of  January,  he  should  move  to  take 
up  for  coikideration  the  bill,  reported  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  litates  to  take  possession  of  East  and 
West  Florid*.  He  had  been  reminded  of  it,  he 
said,  by  the  bll  reported  this  day  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Militar)  Affairs,  for  the  reduction  of  the 
Army. 

STATE  OF  THE  FINANCES. 

The  Speaker  lud  before  the  House  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  thi  Treasury,  explanatory  of  his 
report  of  the  first  iistant,  upon  the  state  of  the 
finances;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  report  is  as  follows  : 

Treaslrt  DEi>AmTMiNT,  Dcc.  21,  1820. 
8i»:  In  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  eighth 
section  of  the  act  of  1st  May,  1820,  entitled  "An  act 
in  addition  to  the  several  acts  for  the  eatablishment  and 
regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments," statements  are  annexed  to  the  estimates,  of 
the  public  expenditure  for  the  year  1821,  which  are 
herewith  transmitted,  showing — 

1.  That  the  permanent  appropriations,  and  those  for 

a  term  of  years  not  yet  expired,  amounted  to 

.$11,381,975  00 

2.  That,   of  the  suras  appropriated  for 

1820,  and  previous  years,  it  is  esti- 
mated that  there  will  remain  on  the 
books  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  1st 
of  January,  1821 

3.  That  there  will  l>e,  on  that  day,  in 

the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  as 
agent  of  the  War  and  Navy  De- 
partments     

4.  That  the  whole  amount  of  unex- 

pended balances  of  appropriations 
subject  to  the  disposition  of  the 
Executive  Government  during  the 
year  1821,  is  estimated  at     -         -     7,834,860-32 

5.  That,  of  that  sum,  there  will  be  re- 

quired to  defray  the  expenses  in- 
curred in  1820,  or  necessary  to  ef- 
fect the  objects  for  which  the  seve- 
ral appropriations  were  made         -    3,632,659  41 

6.  And  that  there  will  remain   unex- 

pended, and  not  necessary  to  effect 
the  objects  for  which  the  several 
appropriations  were  made     -         -    4,202,200  91 

As  it  is  ascertained  that  the  sum  of  $4,202,200  91, 
with  the  exception  of  $1,860,437  67,  which  have  been 
deducted  from  the  estimates  of  the  War  Department 
for  1821,  and  which  will  form  a  part  of  the  expendi- 
ture of  that  department  during  the  year,  will  not  be 
required,  if  that  amount  should  be  directed  to  be  car- 


-    6.907,619  03 


927,241  29 


ried  to  the  account  of  the  surpiua  fund,  the  estimatea 
for  the  year  1834,  and  the  balance  against  the  Treas- 
ury on  the  first  day  of  that  year,  as  presented  in  this 
report,  will  remain  to  be  provided  (or. 

It  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  all  sums  which 
will  be  carried  to  the  account  of  the  aurplus  fund  on 
the  31st  day  of  this  month,  are  not  comprehended  in 
any  of  the  foregoing  statements. 

Inaccuracies  having  been  discovered  in  the  estimate 
of  the  probable  expenditure  of  the  year  1821,  preaented 
in  the  annual  Treasury  report  of  the  1st  instant,  result- 
ing, principally,  from  the  diflferent  manner  of  keeping 
the   warrant  and  appropriation  accounts  in  the  Treas- 
ury, War,  and    Navy  Departments,    I  avail  myself  of 
this  occasion  to  correct  those  inaccuracies,  and  to  pre- 
sent the  amount  of  the  deficiency  which  will  have  to 
be  provided  for  during  the  ensuing  year. 
The  receipts  into  lift  Treasury  during  the  year  1820, 
and  the  amount  remaining  in  the  Treasury  on  the 
first  of  January  of  that  year,  were  estimated  in  the 
annual  report  at     -         -        -         .  $22,326,244  68 
The  payments  from  the  Treasury  to 
the  30th  of  September  last,  amount- 
ed to     • 


Which,  bring  deducted  from  the  ag- 
gregate amount  above  stated,  leaves 
for  the  service  of  the  4th  quarter     - 

The  payments  made  in  the  4th  quar- 
ter, and  those  which  are  required  to 
complete  the  service  of  the  year 
1320,  are  as  follows  : 

Civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous, 


16,908,413  60 


6,417,830  83 


already  made  - 
And  to  be  made  • 


Military     department, 

already  made  - 
And  to  be  made  - 


Naval  department,  al- 
ready made     - 
And  to  be  made 


Public  debt,  payments 
already  made,  and  to 
be  made 


$476,920  05 
930,293  51 

1,407,213  56 

93,688  90 
665,164  61 

758,853  51 

1,446,228  00 
1,110,000  00 

2,556,228  00 


4,900,000  00 


Making  the  aggregate  sum  of    - 

And  leaving  a  balance  against  the 
Treasury,  on  the  1st  of  Jan.  1821, 
of  -    , 


9,622,295  07 


$4,204,464  24 


To  avoid  complexity,  the  sums  estimated  to  be  ne- 
cessary  to  complete  the  service  of  the  year  1830,  or  to 
effect  the  objects  for  which  the  seversl  appropriations 
were  made,  are,  in  the  above  statement,  considered  a 
charge  upon  the  Treasury  during  the  fourth  quarter 
of  the  year  ;  although  it  is  probable  that  a  portion  of 
those  sums  may  not  be  drawn  until  late  in  the  ensuing 
year,  and  possibly  a  small  part  not  before  the  year  1882. 
In  the  annual  report  no  sum  was  charged  upon  the 
fourth  quarter,  but  what  was  understood  would  be 
drawn. 
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Th«  estiniAte  of  the  i«c«ipU  into  the  TreMory  during 

the  jcar  1821,  preaented  in  the  annual  report  of  the 
Treaiiury,  amouuU  to     .         ■         -  $16,660,000  00 
The  estimate  of  the  pnbtic  expendi- 

tnve  for  that  year  is  as  foilowa : 
CiviLt    diplomatic,    and 

miscellaneoua    -        -  1,769,850  04 
CiTilizing   the   Indians, 

aad  Indian  trade         -       39,200  00 
Military  departnaent,  in- 
cluding fortifications, 

ordnance,  Indian  de- 

pavtment,  revolution- 

ary  and  military  pen-  < 

voosy  arming  the  mil- 
itia,  arrears  prior  to 

the  1st  Jan'ry,   1617, 

and  the  sam  of  $1,-  % 

860,437  57,  which  has 

heen    deducted    from 

the  estimates,  and  is 

not   included    in    the 

above  balance  against 

the  Treasury     •         -6,798,515  18 
Naval    department,   in- 

cludinjc    the    gradual 

increase  of  the  Navy    3,428,676  81 
Public  debt,  being  the 

amount   of   principal 

and   interest  payable 

in  the  year  1821 


5,477,776  76 


Amounting  together  to 


Which  presents  an  excess  of  expendi- 
ture beyond  the  receipts,  of    - 

Which,  added  to  the  balance  estima- 
ted against  the  Treasury  on  the  Ist 
January,  1821,  of  - 

Leaves  to  be  provided  for  the  sum  of 
But  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has 
stated,  in  his  letter  of  the  18lh  insL, 
herewith  transmitted,  that,  of  the 
appropriation  of  $  1 , 000,000,  for  the 
gradual  increase  of  the  Navy,  not 
more  than  {$500,000  will  be  required 
in  1821 ;  and  the  residue  being  de- 
ducted   


17,504,018  79 


954,018  79 


4,204,464  24 
5,458,483  03 


500,000  00 


Will  leave  a  balance  against  the  Trea- 
sury of  -         .         -         - 


-    $4,658,483  30 


It  will  be  perceived.^at  this  balance  is  less  than 
that  presented  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Treasury, 
by  $2,793,103  74;  which  amount  consists,  Ist,  of  the 
sum  which,  it  has  since  been  found,  will  not  be  wanted 
for  the  naral  service ;  2nd,  of  balances  of  appropria- 
tions, for  civil  hst  and  miscellaneous  objects,  which,  it 
appears  upon  subsequent  examination,  will  not  be  re- 
quired ;  3d,  of  an  excess  in  the  estimate  in  the  charge 
foar  the  military  service,  resulting  from  the  different 
mode  of  keeping  the  warrant  and  appropriation  ac- 
counts in  the  different  departments ;  and,  4lh,  of  the 
balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  on  the  lat  of 
January,  1820,  as  agent  of  the  War  Department,  which 
ought  to  have  been  deducted  from  that  charge,  as  it 
had  already  been  drawn  from  the  Treasury. 

In  determining  the  amount  of  the  loan  which  will 


be  necessary  for  the  service  of  the  year  1 82 1,  if  tbf^*^ 
ahali  be  the  only  mode  resorted  to  for  meeting  the  <^ 
ficiency,  it  is  proper  to  state  that,  of  the  sum  nowA 
the  Treasury,  there  are  upwards  of  $600,000  of  f^ 
cial  deposite,  which  cannot  be  available  duringthe 
year.  The  time  necessary  to  transfer  the  revenu  col- 
lected m  the  Western  States,  and  in  those  borde^g  on 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  beyond  what  is  expended  i  those 
States,  to  the  pIsces  where  it  will  be  expendediHay  be 
estimsted  upon  an  an  average  at  aix  month*  On«> 
half  of  the  sums  collected  in  those  States  n>y.  there- 
fore, be  considered,  through  the  year,  as  in  •  situation 
not  to  be  applicable  to  the  demands  upon  nc  Treasu- 
ry, ss  it  will  be  in  transitu  between  the  paces  of  col- 
lection and  those  of  expenditure.  If  th^^  amount  b« 
stated  at  $600,000,  there  will  be,  through  the  year,  the 
sum  of  ^1,200,000  which  cannot  be  considered  as 
available. 

To  insure  the  prompt  discharge  of  si  demands  upon 
the  Treasury,  and  to  place  the  publiccredit  beyond  the 
reach  of  accident,  the  sum  of  $1,0(0,000  ought  to  re- 
main in  the  Treasury.  It  is  probible  that,  of  the  sp- 
propriations  for  1821,  nearly  that  amount  will  remain 
in  the  Treasury,  or  in  the  hsndsof  the  Treasurer,  as 
agent,  at  the  end  of  the  year.  But  it  is  considered 
unsafe  to  trust  to  that  contingincy.  It  is,  therefore, 
respectfully  submitted,  that  provision  be  made  for  raia- 
ing  the  sum  of  $7,000,000,  i.i  aid  of  the  funds  which 
it  is  estimated  will  be  received  into  the  Treasury  dur- 
ing the  year  1821.  If  that  amount  should  be  raised 
by  loan,  the  interest  of  th«  debt  thus  created  will  in- 
crease the  public  expenditure,  and  render  the  amount 
proposed  to  be  raised  indispensable. 
I  remain,  with  respect,  6cx. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

The  Hon.  J.  W.  Tatloh, 

Speaker  House  of  Repreaentativet. 

TREATY  OF  GHENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mallaky,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  on  the  expenses  attending  the 
execution  uf  the  5tb,  Gth,  and  7th  articles  of  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  made  in  pursuance  of  a  resolu- 
tion of  this  House. 

Some  conversation  took  place  as  to  what  com- 
mittee should  be  referred  the  examination  of  this 
subject.  Mr.  Mallary  proposed  a  select  com- 
mittee, another  gentleman  proposed  the  Commit- 
tee of  Foreign  Relations,  d!tc. 

In  the  course  of  the  conversation — 

Mr.  Cobb  said  it  was  time  some  inquiry  should 
be  made  into  the  subject,  for,  from  this  report,  it 
appeared  that  the  survey  of  the  Morlhern  boundary 
line,  under  these  articles  of  the  treaty,  was  likely 
to  cost  the  United  States  a  pretty  round  sum — 
having  already  cot^t  the  Government,  as  appeared 
by  this  report,  (ynly  a  hundred  and  ninety-five 
thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Mallary  said  his  object  was  to  have  an 
investigation  of  the  matter;  to  see  whether  the 
progress  of  the  commission  had  been  proportion- 
ate to  its  expenditure,  SirC.  With  that  object  only 
in  view,  it  was  not  material  to  him  what  com- 
mittee the  subject  was  referred  to. 

Mr.  Foot  preferred  that  the  subject  should  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations, 
with  which  it  had  an  evident  connexion.     Ue 
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ftrther  remarked  that  it  could  not  be  objected  to  ' 
its  going  to  that  committee,  that  they  had  before 
th^  at  present  any  very  important  tMisiness. 

1\e  subject  was  finally  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mitt^:  and  Messrs.  Mallary,  Lowndbs,  Caii- 
WON,  Hendricks,  and  Lincoln,  were  appointed 
•  comnittee  accordingly. 

NITES  IN  PAYMENT  OF  DUTIE8. 

Mr.  LtwNDES  submitted  the  followmg  resolu- 
tion: 

Retoired,  That  the  CommiUee  of  Ways  and  Meons 
ba  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding that  tie  notes  of  no  banks  by  which  notes  be-  ' 
low  the  amou«t  of  five  dollars  are,  or  may  be,  issued, 
shall  be  taken  in  psyment  of  duties  or  debts  to  the 
Government  of  he  United  States. 

In  introducin|r  the  resolution,  Mr.  L.  adverted 
to  the  viciouxnes;  of  the  currency  where  notes  for 
dollars  and  parti  of  dollars  supply  the  place  of 
specie,  as,  where  such  notes  are  issued,  they  al- 
ways will.  He  spske  also  of  the  efforts  made  in 
some  of  the  States,  and  now  making  in  Virginia, 
to  banish  tho*;e  noies  from  circulation — efforts 
which  were  always  vain,  so  long  as  such  notes 
were  issued  by  neighboring  States,  &c.  No  au- 
thority but  Congress,  h*  contended,  was  compe- 
tent to  correct  the  evil  in  any  manner;  and,  the 
object  of  his  resolution  being  for  inquiry  only,  he 
did  not  anticipate  any  sound  objection  to  its 
adoption. 

Mr.  Storrs  said  he  had  no  decided  objection 
to  inquiry  into  this  subject,  but  he  hoped  the  House 
would  reflect  on  the  effect  which  the  adoption  of 
the  measure  suggested  would   have,  in  giving  a 

§  reference  to  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
tates  over  those  of  all  other  banks.  He  hoped 
that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  whose 
information  on  such  subjects  was  so  extensive, 
would  examine  this  question  in  all  its  bearings,  ; 
and  present  their  views  of  it  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Lowndes  said  it  was  hardly  possible  to  sup-  I 
pose  that  the  committee  would  not  know,  as  every  ! 
member  of  the  House  would  see,  that  the  effect  of  ' 
the  adoption  of  such  a  measure  must  be  favorable 
to  some  banks  and  unfavorable  to  others.     But, 
Mr.   L.  said,  there  are  many   banks,  and   those 
among  the  best  in  the  States,  which  do  not  issue 
notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars.     It 
was  for  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  in- 
quire whether  the  Government  should  not  lend  its 
aid  to  produce  uniformity  in  this  respect. 

Mr.  Meig8  agreed  in  opinion  with  his  colleague, 
and  was  opposed  even  to  authorizing  an  inquiry 
into  this  matter.  When  this  great  Bank  of  the 
United  States  had  furnished  the  Union  with  a 
circulating  medium  of  equal  value  in  all  parts  of 
the  Union,  he  might  perhaps  be  inclined  to  give  it 
further  facilities;  but,  for  the  present,  he  would 
not,  for  one,  consent  to  go  further  in  this  respect 
than  Congress  had  already  gone.  The  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  had  already  the  power  to  forbid 
the  reception  of  notes  not  in  good  credit,  by  the 
collectors,  dec,  which  he  had  duly  exercised.  If 
a  measure  of  the  sort  now  proposed  were  to  suc- 
ceed, the  notes  of  a  great  majority  of  the  banks  in 


the  United  States  would  cease  to  be  receivable  m 
payment  of  taxes,  ajul  woald  be  driven  from  cir- 
culation. He  could  see  no  other  effect  which 
could  flow  from  the  adoption  of  the  regulation 
suggested  in  the  resolve,  but  to  give  an  almost 
exclusive  circulation  to  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  he  was  therefore  opposed 
to  the  resolve. 

Mr.  SooTHABD  spoke  in  favor  of  the  resolve. 
He  thought  it  was  bad  policy  ever  to  have  per- 
mitted the  banks  to  issue  notes  of  alessdenomma- 
tion  than  five  dollars,  and  believed  that  fwrh  issues 
had  a  great  agency  in  driving  specie  from  circula- 
tion a  few  years  ago.  He  was  of  opinion  that  ex- 
cluding the  small  notes  from  circulation  would  re- 
store specie  to  its  former  general  currency. 

Mr.  LowNDEB  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Meios,  de^ 
nying  that  the  particular  object  of  his  motion  was 
to  benefit  the  United  Stales  Bank.  Suppose  no 
such  bank  were  in  existence,  he  said,  and  the  in- 
terest of  the  country  required  that  its  currency 
should  consist  in  part  of  gold  and  silver,  and  not 
of  paper  merely,  would  it  not  be  well,  under  such 
circumstances,  at  least  to  inquire  into  the  policy 
of  prohibiting  the  circulation  of  notes  of  a  denom- 
ination under  five  dollars — the  effect  of  which 
measure  would  be  to  substitute  specie,  in  part,  for 
notes,  in  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country? 
The  object  of  the  resolution  was  not  to  institute 
an  inquiry  in  order  to  benefit  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales;  but,  if  it  were  the  policy  of  the  coun- 
try to  encourage  the  circulation  of  specie,  which 
he  presumed  no  man  would  doubt,  he  asked  whe- 
ther that  policy  ought  to  be  disregarded,  because 
a  resort  to  it  might  incidentally  benefit  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States?  If  it  were  true  that  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  had  not  afforded  a  cir- 
culating medium  of  equal  value,  d^c,  that  itself 
would  be  an  argument  not  against,  but  in  favor  of 
this  inquiry. 

Mr.  Meigs  resumed  the  floor.  The  great  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  he  contended,  had  not  ful- 
filled the  duties  which  it  was  expected  to  hare 
performed.  There  were  a  hundred  banks  in  the 
States,  he  said,  about  the  legality  of  whose  institu- 
tion there  were  no  doubts,  whose  paper  was  as  cur- 
rent and  in  as  high  credit  as  that  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  who  issued  notes  of  a  less 
amount  than  five  dollars.  And  why  should  they 
not  ?  Was  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country 
intended  only  for  men  who  deal  in  tens  and  hun- 
dreds of  dollars?  The  object  of  this  resolution, 
he  said,  was  plainly  neither  more  nor  less  than  to 
restrain  the  circulation  of  the  notes  of  banks  issu- 
ing notes  of  les.s  than  five  dollars,  and  of  course  to 
benefit  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  by  making 
its  notes  the  only  current  paper.  He  was,  there- 
fore, yet  decidedly  opposed  to  this  proposition. 

Mr.  Trimble  said  he  should  vote  for  the  pro- 
posed inquiry,  and  regretted  the  opposition  to  it 
The  people  of  the  United  States,  he  said,  expected 
that  the  National  Grovemment  would  make  the 
inquiry,  ancJ  do  what  appeared,  on  inquiry,  to  be 
within  the  scope  of  its  power,  to  restore  to  this 
country  a  sound  circulating  medium.  At  a  former 
session,  a  report  had  been  made  to  this  House,  in 
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which  it  had  heen  suggested  that  a  circulating 
medium  might  be  established,  to  consist  of  small 
coins  of  convenient  denominations.  He  presumed 
it  was  intended  to  take  up  the  subject  at  the  present 
session,  and,  if  possible,  to  adopt  some  measure  to 
carry  that  idea  into  eflcct.  He  observed,  by  the 
way,  that  with  regard  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Sutes,  he  was  not  much  disposed  to  offer  to  it  any 
advantages  in  addition  to  those  which  it  already 
enjoyed.  Adverting  to  what  had  fallen  from  other 
gentlemen  respecting  small  banks  and  small  bank 
notes,  Mr.  T.  said  that  Congress  had  set  the  ex- 
ample to  the  States  in  establishing  them;  in  this 
District,  with  a  population  of  some  thirty  thousand, 
Congress  had  established  twelve  banks,  and  it  had 
a  branch  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  besides. 
Mr.  T.  here  alluded  to  the  miserable  small  notes 
in  circulation  in  the  District,  respecting  which  he 
made  a  ludicrous  comparison,  which  the  reporter 
did  not  hear  with  sufficient  distinctness  to  com- 
mit to  paper.  He  hoped  some  measure  would  be 
adopted  by  Congress  to  effect  a  circulation  of 
coins  for  all  transactions  under  five  dollars.  It 
was  expected  from  Congress.  It  was  in  the  power 
of  Congress  alone  to  effect  this  object,  and  Con- 
gress had  already  too  long  delayed  the  exercise  of 
the  power. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  made  a  few  remarks 
on  the  proposition  before  the  House,  the  object  of 
which  he  understood  to  be  to  exclude  from  circu- 
lation all  bank  notes  under  five  dollars,  with  a 
riew  to  introduce,  in  place  of  them,  a  specie  cur- 
rency. Such  a  measure,  Mr.  S.  believed,  would 
have  the  effect  to  prevent  the  general  exportation 
of  specie  whenever  there  was  a  demand  for  it 
abroad,  by  dispersing  it  over  the  country,  in  such 
a  manner  that  it  could  not  readily  be  gathered  to- 
gether in  large  sums.  Mr.  S.  showed,  by  refer- 
ence to  what  had  taken  place  in  different  parts  of 
the  country,  and  more  recently  by  voluntary  ar- 
rangement of  the  banks  in  Baltimore,  that  .such 
would  be  the  effect  of  the  exclusion  of  small  notes 
from  circulation.  Whether  it  was  politic  to  do, 
in  this  respect,  what  would  have  the  appearance 
of  striking  at  the  Slate  banks,  wai  another  ques- 
tion ;  there  could  be  no  doubt,  however,  of  the  au- 
thority of  Congress  in  this  regard  within  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  nor  of  the'expediency  of  exer- 
cising it,  &c. 

Mr.  SiLSBEE  made  a  few  observations  to  the 
same  effect  as  those  of  Mr.  Smith.  He  was  in 
favor  of  the  resolution,  and  believed  that  the 
sooner  the  circulation  of  these  small  notes  was 
stopped  the  better  it  would  be  for  the  country. 

Mr.  Mercer,  in  expressing  his  approbation  of 
the  resolution,  said  he  was  surprised  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  should  have  reflected  so 
pointedly  on  the  District  of  Columbia ;  for,  as  the 
old  saying  is,  those  who  live  in  glass  houses  should 
not  throw  stones.  Of  the  banks  of  this  District, 
he  would  only  say  that  he  believed  they  were  in  a 
better  stale  than  any  beyond  the  Alleghany  moun- 
tains ;  and,  with  respect  to  the  circulation  of 
small  notes  within  the  District,  the  people  of  the 
District  had  been  the  first  to  direct  the  attention 
of  Congress  to  the  subject ;  and  he  intimated  the 


hope  that  the  session  would  not  pass  without  mi- 
king some  provision  to  restrain  these  issues  of 
notes,  particularly  by  the  corporations  of  the  4ly 
and  towns  of  the  District.  With  respect  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  M.  said  >  had 
nothing  to  do  with  this  question.  Whenevr  that 
subject  should  properly  present  itself  to  theHouse, 
he  should  take  the  opportunity  to  offer  sone  few 
remarks  on  the  impolicy  of  affording  futher  ad- 
vantages to  thSit  already  powerful  institition. 

Mr.  Baldwin  said  he  was  unwillijg  at  any 
time  to  oppose  a  proposition  having  fct  its  object 
an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  aiy  measure. 
But  this  was  an  exception.  It  was  tie  beginning 
of  a  system  of  legislation  which  looked  towards  an 
interference  with  the  State  banks.  The  next  step 
might  be,  to  propose  that  no  notes  of  State  banks 
should  be  received  in  payments  to  the  United 
States.  The  same  principle  as  is  found  in  the 
proposition  suggested  in  this  resolution,  would 
equally  justify  that  legislation  which  he  had  just 
mentioned.  It  is  best  to  stop,  said  Mr.  B.,  before 
we  begin  this  course.  Whit  we  have  already 
done  has  led  to  a  question  c(  the  rights  of  States 
to  lay  taxes;  in  regard  to  which  some  think  the 
judicial  decision  has  been  too  much  against  the 
Slates.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  B. 
said,  had  already  a  discretionary  power  on  this 
subject.  Why  then  should  this  House  take  the 
matter  up,  when  the  proposition  submitted  was  at 
least  of  questionable  character?  He  knew  of  no 
motive  which  could  induce  him  ultimately  to 
sanction  the  proposition;  but,  before  he  would 
even  vote  for  an  inquiry  into  it,  he  must  have 
much  stronger  reasons  in  its  favor  than  had  yet 
been  assigned. 

Mr.  Trimble  said  he  well  recollected  the  prov- 
erb which  the  gentleman  had  quoted  to  him.  The 
example  of  multiplying  banks,  however,  was  set 
by  the  Congress,  and  the  people  of  Kentucky  but 
followed  it ;  and  that  example  had  a  powerful  ef- 
fect. Whatever  might  be  thought  of  Congress 
immediately  around  the  Seat  of  Government,  at  a 
greater  distance  a  very  high  opinion  was  enter- 
tained of  them ;  and  when  they  established  the 
twelfth  bank  within  this  District,  the  people  at  a 
distance  thought  it  a  wonderfully  wise  measure, 
and  the  good  people  of  Kentucky  followed  the  ex- 
ample which  Congress  had  set  them.  Congress, 
Mr.  T.  said,  had  set  a  pernicious  example  in  this 
respect,  and  ought  to  be  prompt  in  acknowledging 
their  error  and  retracting  it  as  far  as  practicable. 
The  adoption  of  this  resolution  would  be  one  step 
towards  doing  so. 

Mr.  Mercer  said,  if  the  subject  had  been  the 
policy  of  multiplying  banks,  he  should  have  thought 

himself  unhappy  in  the  proverb  he  had  brought  to 
his  aid.  But  the  question  was  of  the  absence  of 
specie,  occasioned  by  the  circulation  of  small  notes; 
and,  Mr.  M.  said,  that  he  believed  in  the  Sute  m 
which  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  resided  there 
is  not  a  specie-paying  bank,  whilst  there  is  not  one 
in  operation  in  this  District  which  does  not  f»y 
specie.  Mr.  M.  made  some  further  remarks  in  de- 
fence and  support  of  State  banks  against  the  Bank 
of  the  United   States.     He  was  opposed  to  one 
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bank  in  a  country,  as  he  was  to  one  head  in  a  | 
oonarchy,  dec.,  and  was  as  much  opposed  as  any  i 
ore  to  suDJecting  the  State  banks  to  the  sway  of 
thegreat  banking  institution  of  the  country. 

A^.  Burton  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
genteman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Balowin)  had 
placed  this  subject  on  its  proper  basis.  If  Con- 
gress lad  the  power  to  interfere  with  the  circula- 
tion of  one  dollar  notes  of  the  State  banks,  it  cer- 
tainly Ind  the  same  power  in  regard  to  all  the 
notes  of  iSiate  banks.  Mr.  B.  was  opposed  to  the 
resolution  The  substitution  of  specie  for  small 
notes  was  «  matter  to  be  regulated  by  public  opin- 
ion. Whe»  specie  vanished  some  years  ago,  the 
issue  of  smdl  notes  was  indispensable;  on  the 
other  hand,  vhen  specie  became  plentiful  in  the 
cities,  public  opinion  there  corrected  the  evil.  If 
we  adopt  the  resolution,  said  Mr.  B.,  we  at  once 
commence  an  attack  on  the  State  banks,  and 
there  is  no  knowing  where  it  will  end. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  said,  for  his  part,  that  he  con- 
sidered it  improper  to  attempt  indirectly  a  measure 
which  could  not  be  directly  approached.  Such, 
he  said,  would  be  the  effect  of  the  adoption  of  the 
resolve  now  proposed.  Every  Slate  in  the  Union 
had  authority  to  do,  by  direct  legislation,  what  it 
was  now  proposed  to  do  indirectly.  Mr.  L.  was, 
therefore,  for  leaving  this  matter  wholly  to  the 
State  Legislatures.  In  Pennsylvania  a  law  had 
been  passed  prohibiting  the  circulation  of  notes  for 
less  than  five  dollars.  In  other  States  the  same 
had  been  done.  In  New  Hampshire,  though  at- 
tempts had  been  made  to  effect  this  object,  the 
laws  had  been  afterwards  repealed.  Let  each 
State,  said  Mr.  L.,  regulate  this  matter  for  itself. 
It  was  not  pretended,  he  said,  that  the  proposed 
measure  was  necessary  in  aid  of  the  collection  of 
the  revenue.  On  the  other  hand,  if  it  became  ne- 
cessary to  resort  to  internal  taxation,  it  would  be 
indispensable  to  have  small  bills  in  circulation, 
without  which  the  revenue  could  not  be  collected. 
Silver  and  gold,  Mr.  L.  said,  would  forever  centre 
in  the  cities ;  they  would  not  remain  in  the  remote 
parts  of  the  country,  and,  in  their  absence,  small 
Dills  were  indispensable.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
that  the  country  banks  would  not  be  prevented 
from  issuing  them. 

Mr.  Cobb  was  surprised  at  the  nature  of  the 
objections  to  this  resolution,  which  proposed  to 
establish  no  principle,  but  merely  to  make  an  in- 
quiry. What  was  ihe  object  of  the  resolution  ? 
It  was  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  a  measure 
which,  if  adopted,  would  probably  have  the  effect 
to  force  a  general  specie  currency.  Certainly,  if 
it  had  that  effect,  a  great  benefit  would  result  to 
society  from  its  adoption  ;  because  .specie  is  sub- 
ject to  no  variation,  and  will  answer  all  purposes 
in  all  places,  which  paper  currency  will  not.  He 
could  not  see  that,  by  this  measure,  the  United 
States  Bank  was  to  be  benefited  either  one  way  or 
another;  and,  as  to  the  abstract  policy  of  the  pro- 
posed measure,  he  did  not  see  how  a  doubt  could 
exist. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
Mr.  Lownoes's  resolution,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — 59  votes  to  40. 


Friday,  December  29. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  the  State  of 
Ohio,  Samuel  Herkick,  appeared  and  took  his 
seat. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  stating  that 
the  records  of  the  Treasury  do  not  contain  the 
information  required  by  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  20th  instant,  relative 
to  the  number  and  tonnage  of  American  and 
British  vessels  which  cleared  out  from  the  ports  of 
the  United  States  for  the  ports  of  the  West  Indies, 
Bahama  Islands,  and  Bermuda,  in  the  years  1816, 
1817,  1818,  1819,  and  1820;  which  letter  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  two 
other  letters  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
one  transmitting  the  annual  statement  of  the  dis- 
trict tonnage  of  the  United  States,  on  the  31st  of 
December,  1819;  the  other  transmitting  the  an- 
nual statement  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
exported  from  the  United  States  to  foreign  coun- 
tries during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1820 ;  whicn  were  severally  read  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

APPORTIONMENT  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr.  Anderson  submitted  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution  : 

Raolvtdt  That  a  romtnittee  b«  appointed  to  inquire 
into  ibe  expediency  of  providing  by  law,  at  the  pre«- 
ent  session  oi  Congress,  for  ibe  apportionment  of  the 
representation  in  Congress  among  the  several  Slates, 
according  to  the  fourth  enumeration  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  A.  made  a  few  remarks  in  favor  of  his 
motion.     On  most  subjects,  he  said,  it  was  cer- 
tainly desirable  to  have  before  you  all  the  facts  of 
the  case  before  you  legislate ;  on  this  particular 
subject,  however,  he  believed  Congress  could  legis- 
late best  without  knowing  the  fact  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  States  respectively.     On  former  occa- 
sions of  this  sort,  much  difficulty  had  been  found 
in  legislating,  from  the  operation  of  local  feelings, 
naturally  producing  a  desire  on   the  part  of  tlie 
representatives  of  each  State  to  fix  on  such  a  ratio 
!  of  apportionment  as  should  leave  to  it  the  smallest 
fraction  of  numbers.     The  legislating  at  the  pres- 
ent ses.sion,  before   these  numbers  were  known, 
'  would,  it  appeared  to  him,  obviate  these  difficul- 
ties, as  the  only  object  of  consideration  would  be, 
'  what  ratio  is  of  itself  the  most  eligible?     If  the 
;  census  of  each   State  was  waited  for,  he  feared 
that  the  decision  of  Congress  would  be  influenced 
by  very  different  principles,  dec.     He  was  careless 
about  the  shape  of  this  inquiry,  but,  feeling  anx- 
iety for  the  object  of  it,  he  hoped  the  resolution 
;  would  be  agreed  to. 

i  Mr.  Lowndes  said,  as  the  resolution  proposed 
1  an  inquiry  merely,  he  certainly  should  not  object 
j  to  it.  If  it  were  possible  to  fix,  by  anticipation, 
the  ratio  of  representation,  he  admitted  it  would 
be  decidedly  proper  to  pursue  that  course.  But, 
important  as  the  object  might  be,  he  feared  it 
would  be  found  wholly  impracticable.  Any  act 
of  this  Congress  fixing  the  ratio  would,  he  feared, 
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have  no  other  effect  than,  as  an  expression  of  the 
opinion  of  the  present  Congress,  it  might  hare  an 
influence  on  the  next  Congress.  It  would  bean 
imperfect  law,  requiring  future  legislation  to  carry 
it  into  effect.  Another  act  would  be  necessary, 
when  the  numbers  of  population  were  ascertained, 
to  declare  how  many  Representatives  each  State 
should  be  entitled  to  ;  and,  he  apprehended,  m 
making  that  declaration,  the  next  Congress  would 
not  be  governed  by  any  decision  the  present  Con- 
gress might  make  on  the  subject.  On  this  point, 
however,  he  did  not  mean  to  express  a  decided 
opinion,  but  he  submitted,  for  the  consideration 
of  the  committee  which  would  be  appointed,  if 
this  resolution  was  agreed  to,  whether  any  legis- 
lation bv  the  present  Congress  would  be  detinitive, 
or  whether  it  would  not  in  fact  leave  the  question 
yet  open  for  the  decision  of  the  Congress. 

Mr.  ANnsRsoN  said  that,  supposing  this  to  be, 
according  to  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  froai 
South  Carolina,  a  preliminary  lawonly,  yet,  being 
passed,  it  would  be  considered  by  the  next  Con- 
gress binding  on  them  so  as  to  make  the  actual 
declaration  of  the  number  of  Representative  to 
which  each  State  should  be  entitled  a  matter  of 
course.  The  only  objection  to  the  proposed  course 
which  had  ever  suggested  itself  to  his  mind  was, 
that  it  would  leave  uncertain  the  exact  number  of 
members  of  which  the  House  of  Representatives 
would  be  composed.  Yet,  he  believed,  though  the 
number  could  not  be  exactly  ascertained,  it  could 
be  nearly  so,  and  that,  if  Congress  legislated  on 
the  subject  at  the  present  session,  the  total  num- 
ber of  Representatives  would  be  less  than  at 
present. 

Mr.  Fuller  said  he  much  approved  the  reason 
which  hud  been  assigned  for  fixing  the  ratio  of 
representation  at  the  present  session ;  but  he  thought 
the  purpose  could  have  been  better  attained  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress  than  at  the  present,  be- 
cause members  could  not  by  possibility  have  ob- 
tained any  partial  mformatiun  which  would  have 
an  influence  on  the  decision  of  any  one  of  them 
on  the  question.  At  the  present  session,  said  he, 
we  are  not  in  that  situation.  The  States  least 
remote  can  come  pretty  near  a  certainty  as  to  the 
amount  of  their  population,  and  some  States  may 
have  an  accurate  knowledge  of  their  numbers. 
Representatives  from  other  States,  from  their  sit- 
uation, could  not  obtain  similar  information.  If 
determined  now,  moreover,  the  decision  would  be 
liable  to  be  reversed  at  the  next  session.  He  was, 
therefore,  inclined  to  oppose  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Anoerson  said,  if  the  popubtion  of  the 
respective  States  were  now  really  known,  the  fact 
would  be  a  good  argument  against  his  motion. 
He  had  supposed  an  entire  ignorance  prevailed  on 
that  subject.  For  iiiinself,  he  e>aid,  he  did  not 
know  the  population  even  of  the  village  in  which 
he  lived,  much  less  of  the  State  which  he  repre- 
sented. He  did  not  admit  that,  decided  now,  the 
subject  would  yet  be  open  at  the  next  se>sion. 
All  the  next  Congress  would  have  to  do  would  be 
to  pass  a  law  conforming  the  number  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  principle  established  in  the  pre- 
ceding law.     That,  he  believed,  might  be  done 


without  a  law  ;  but  he  supposed  it  would  be  most 
formal  and  proper  to  do  it  by  law.  / 

Mr.  Campbell  said  if  the  resolution  embraced 
an  affirmative  proposition,  he  should  say  it  vas 
inexpedient  to  pass  it  He  did  believe,  he  slid, 
that  from  many  of  the  States  information  night 
now  be  obtained  which  would  influence  theiecis- 
ion  of  this  House  as  to  the  ratio  of  represenalion. 
Mr.  C.  also  believed,  if  partial  informatioi  could 
be  fTuardf'd  against,  there  would  yet  be  ss  much 
difficulty  in  legislating  on  the  subject  now  as  at 
the  next  session,  and  the  sante  opposition  to  a 
large  ratio  from  the  apprehension  of  its  reducing 
the  numbers  of  Representatives  from  some  of  the 
States.  On  the  former  occasions,  although  diffi- 
culties had  occurred,  the  ratio  had  been  always 
fixed  within  the  proper  time,  and^  as  far  as  he 
knew,  to  the  general  satisfaction  oi  the  country. 
He  hoped  the  same  would  be  the  case  at  the  next 
session.  E  very  man  cannot  realize  his  own  wishes, 
and  the  majority  of  opinions  must  at  last  decide. 
Under  all  the  circumstances,  he  thought  it  best  to 
defer  this  matter  to  the  next  session,  when  Con- 
gress could  act  with  the  aid  of  all  the  lights  that 
could  be  thrown  upon  it. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  as  this  resolution 
proposed  inquiry  only,  he  saw  no  objection  to  it. 
The  committee  would  inquire  fully  into  the  sub- 
ject, and  report  the  result  of  their  deliberations. 
It  would  then  be  time  enough  to  debate  the  main 
question,  which  was  not  presented  by  the  question 
now  before  the  House. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  aereein^  to 
the  resolution,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative; 
and  Messrs.  AhnERsoN,  Lowndes,  Campbell, 
FoLLCR,  and  Stokhs,  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee accordingly,  under  said  resolution. 

The  orders  of  the  day  were  called  over;  but 
many  members  being  absent,  and  no  disposition 
appearing  to  call  up  business,  the  House,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Hill,  adjourned  to  Tuesday. 


Tuesday,  January  2,  1821. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Clement  B. 
Penrose  and  John  B.  C.  Lucas,  which  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  reports 
showing  the  number  of  soldiers  recruited  during  the 
year  1830 — the  fund  from  which  the  expenses  of 
recruiting  have  been  paid,  Ac,  prepared  in  obe- 
dience to  a  resolution  of  this  House;  which  letter 
and  report  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Birwell  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table:  t  - 

Resolved,  'J'hat  the  s«lrct  committee,  to  whom  the 
Menage  of  the  President,  transmitting  an  account  of 
the  eKpenJiturea  of  the  commiMionern  under  the  fifth, 
sixlh,  and  seventh  nrticlei  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  for 
desij^nating  the  northern  boundary  of  the  United  States, 
was  referred,  be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  filing  the 
iMlaries  of  the  commissioners  snd  sgents  employed  in 
that  service. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Hill,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  provision  by  law  for  the 
compensation  of  persons  employed  in  transmitting 
to  Congress  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ing report  from  the  Secretary  of  State : 

The  Secretary  of  State,  in  compliance  with  a  reso* 
lotion  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  11th  in- 
stant, bus  the  honor  of  reporting  that  a  copy  of  the 
volume,  containing  the  commercial  regulations  of 
foreign  countries,  which  was  printed  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  President,  conformably  to  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  3d  March,  1817,  was  transmitted  to  each 
of  the  Ministers  and  Consuls  of  the  United  States, 
with  s  request  that  they  would  examine  with  attention 
the  part  of  the  volume  containing  the  regulations  of 
the  respective  countries  where  they  resided,  and  com- 
municate to  this  department  any  supplementary  infor- 
mation upon  the  same  subject  which  might  Iw  in  or 
come  into  their  possession. 

The  communications  hitherto  received  in  answer  to 
this  request,  together  with  some  others,  rHsting  to  the 
same  subject,  are  herewith  transmitted  in  obedience  to 
the  resolution  of  the  House. 

The  original  documents  themselves  are  submitted, 
•fl  they  were  received,  in  the  belief  that  such  parts  of 
the  inlormatioQ  which  they  contain,  as  may  be  imme- 
diately desirable  to  the  House,  will  be  most  easily  col- 
lected from  them  ;  and  as  no  satisfactory  abstract  or 
digest  of  ibem  could  be  prepared  in  time  to  be  avail- 
able (0  the  House  during  their  present  seaaion. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

DspinrxKHT  or  Statb,  Dec.  30,  1820. 

The  report  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  requiring  every  class  of  public 
officers,  charged  either  with  the  collection  or  dis- 
bursement 01  the  public  money,  to  settle  their  ac- 
counts within  specified  i)eriods,  under  the  penalty 
of  absolutely  forfeiting  their  respective  appoint- 
ments. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hall,  of  IVew  York,  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  were  directed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  erecting  a  lighthouse  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Oswego  river,  on  the  shore  of 
Lake  Ontario. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  wa.s  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table  one  day  for  consideration  : 

Re$ohed,  That  tb«  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  this  Houae  a  statement,  showing 
the  number  of  tons  of  French  veaaels  which  have  en- 
tered from  any  of  the  ports  of  France,  and  cisared  out- 
ward for  any  such  porta  during  the  years  18lt»,  1817, 
1818,  1819,  and  1620.  and  the  number  of  tons  of  ve»- 
sels  of  the  United  States,  which  have  entered  from 
any  of  the  aaid  ports,  and  cleared  out  for  the  same 
during  those  years. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States: 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  .- 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
RepresentstivM  of  the  22d  of  November  last,  request- 


ing the  President  to  inform  that  House  what  naval 
force  has  been  stationed  for  the  protection  of  the  oeoi- 
merce  in  the  West  India  islands,  and  parts  adjacent, 
during  the  present  year  ;  and  whether  any  depreda- 
tions,  by  pirates  or  others,  upon  the  property  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  engaged  io  such  commerce, 
have  been  leported  to  our  Government,  I  now  submit, 
for  the  information  of  the  House,  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  accompanying  documents, 
which  contain  all  the  information,  in  the  possession  of 
the  Government,  required  by  that  resolution. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Washiwotobt,  Jan.  1,  1821. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
of  the  27th  day  of  March,  1820,  on  the  petition  of 
Seth  Weed,  made  some  progress  in  the  report,  and 
had  leave  to  sit  again.  Whereupon,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Stevens,  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
report,  and  the  petition  was  again  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
transmitting  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  land  com- 
missioners at  St.  Helena,  dated  18th  November, 
1820,  with  lists  of  the  claims,  and  of  the  settlers ; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims. 

Mr.  Storrs,  after  referring  to  the  documents  to 
show  that  an  agent  bad  been  employed  in  one  of 
the  commissions  under  the  British  Treaty,altbough 
the  appropriation  was  withheld  by  Congress  at 
the  last  session,  in  order  to  abolish  the  agency, 
moved  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Expendi- 
tures in  the  Department  of  State  be  instructed  speci- 
ally to  inquire  whether  any  moneys  have  been  dis- 
bursed through  that  Department,  or  authorized  to  be 
disbursed,  on  account  of  any  salary  or  compensation 
to  an  agent  or  acting  agent  or  any  person  employed 
in  that  capacity  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  dur- 
ing the  year  1820,  under  the  6th  or  7th  articles  of  the 
lata  Treaty  of  Peace  with  Great  Britain ;  and,  if  any 
moneys  have  been  so  paid,  to  inquire  and  report  to 
the  House  by  authority  of  what  law,  and  out  of  what 
appropriation,  the  same  has  l>een  paid. 

And,  the  question  being  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  resolution,  it  was  agreed  to  witliout  oppo- 
sition. 

UNSETTLED  BALANCES. 

Mr.  WARPiELn  submitted  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  5.000  copies  of  the  letter  from  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  transmitting  a  list  of  bal- 
ances on  the  books  of  the  Second  and  Third  Anditors 
of  the  Treasury  which  have  remained  more  than  three 
years  prior  to  the  30th  of  September,  1820,  a  list  of  the 
names  of  persons  who  have  failed  to  render  their  ae- 
counU  to  the  said  auditors  within  the  year,  and  a  list 
of  advances  made  prior  to  the  3d  of  March,  1809,  by 
the  War  Department,  which  remained  to  be  acoounted 
for  on  the  books  of  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury 
on  the  30th  of  September,  1820,  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  members  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Warfield  said,  he  considered  the  dociunent 
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described  ia  this  resolution  as  among  the  most 
important  which  had  ever  been  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  this  body.  It  exhibited  the  impo- 
sitions which  had  been  practised  on  the  Govern- 
ment by  persons  in  its  employ  or  holding  offices 
under  it.  We  hear,  said  he,  many  complaints  of 
the  profuseness  of  the  expenditure  of  the  public 
money,  and  our  fiscal  concerns  are  in  a  deranged 
condition.  He  wished  the  people  to  be  fully  in- 
formed of  the  manner  in  which  the  funds  oi  the 
Grovernment  had  been  dilapidated.  This  was  a 
document  which  ought  to  bespread  at  large  before 
the  people.  When  we  examine  it,  said  Mr.  W., 
we  find  under  every  letter  of  the  alphabet  a  list  of 
defaulters  in  every  station,  and  of  every  rank,  from 
that  of  commanding  general  to  that  of  the  subal- 
tern. The  people  ought  to  know  these  flagitious 
impositions,  and  how  money  was  in  so  many  in- 
stances unaccounted  for  to  large  amounts  by  pay- 
masters, quartermasters,  and  contractors.  We  are 
placed  here  as  the  guardians  of  the  rights  of  the 
people,  and  ought  not  to  hesitate,  from  the  consid- 
eration of  the  little  expense  of  printing  it,  to  mul- 
tiply copies  of^this  document  for  their  inspection. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  remarked  that  this 
was  a  document  of  great  size,  and  full  of  figures ; 
and  said  Mr.  S.,  if  we  print  it  for  the  people,  they 
will  understand  about  as  little  of  it  as  we  do  now. 
The  document  did  not,  he  said,  afford  data  from 
which  a  correct  opinion  could  be  made  up.  We 
have  known  persons  kept  upon  this  list,  said  Mr. 
S.,  for  twenty  or  thirty  years  as  owing  thousands 
of  dollars,  who,  on  their  accounts  being  properly 
examined  and  balanced,  did  not  owe  a  cent.  The 
very  men  on  the  list  of  the  present  year,  who  ap- 
peared to  owe  the  great  amounts  of  which  the 
gentleman  had  spoken,  might  not  be  really  indebted 
a  single  cent.  Mr.  S.  said  he  had  considered  this 
annual  document  of  so  little  importance,  that,  al- 
though he  filed  nearly  all  the  documents  laid  be- 
fore Congress,  he  had  never  thought  it  worth  while 
to  file  that.  For  these  reasons,  and  for  the  addi- 
tional reason  of  the  expense  of  this  printing,  Mr. 
S.  hoped  the  resolution  would  not  pass. 

Mr.  Warfield  said,  that  the  people  would  not 
understand  this  document,  was  a  supposition  which 
was  not,  in  his  opinion,  founded  in  fact.  There  was 
as  much  intelligence  among  the  ptople  as  was  to 
be  found  in  their  Representatives  in  this  House. 
They  were  entirely  competent  to  understand  a 
document  of  this  sort ;  and,  if  they  did  not  exam- 
ine it  after  it  was  furnished  to  them,  the  fault 
would  be  theirs,  and  not  that  of  this  House.  As 
to  the  gentleman's  not  having  much  regarded  this 
document,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  did  not  consider  that 
as  a  conclusive  argument.  Without  hazarding 
much  by  the  assertion,  he  would  say  that  it  was  a 
document  which  deserved  the  attention  of  that 
honorable  gentleman,  and  of  every  member  of  the 
House.  The  explanatory  notes  to  each  item  were 
such  that  a  pretty  accurate  judgment  could  be 
formed  from  tne  list ;  indeed,  no  man  of  common 
sense  could  fail  to  understand  it.  He  did  not  say 
that  this  document  was  conclusive  as  to  guilt  on 
the  part  of  the  persons  whose  names  were  given, 
but,  referring  to  the  explanatory  notes,  no  one  could 


be  at  a  loss  to  comprehend,  generally,  what  was 
the  character  of  each  account.  The  document 
ought  to  t)e  before  the  people.  He  wished  the 
names  of  those  who  had  been  thus  imposing  on 
the  public  to  be  held  up  to  public  view.  The  de- 
falcation was  in  the  general  outrageous,  and,  where 
there  was  any  modification  or  apology  for  it  in 
particular  cases,  it  was  so  stated  as  to  leave  no 
difficulty  in  comprehending  it,  dec. 

Mr.  Fuller  said  that  ihe  original  intention  of 
the  law,  under  which  the  report  in  question  was 
made,  was  to  expose  to  the  public  odium  those 
persons  who  really  had  the  public  money  in  their 
posse.ssion,  for  which  they  could  not,  or  would  not, 
render  a  just  account  and  pay  the  balance ;  but 
that  the  lists  contained  not  only  such  as  merited 
the  epithet  of  defaulters,  but  also  comprehended  a 
very  great  mass  of  individuals,  whose  disburse- 
ments of  the  funds  intrusted  to  them  had  been 
just  and  legal,  and  against  whom  there  was  no 
reason  to  suppose  any  considerable  balance,  if  any, 
would  be  found  on  an  equitable  adjustment ;  but. 
from  various  causes,  such  an  adjustment  could 
not  be  obtained  without  a  de[>arture  from  the 
rules,  by  which  the  accounting  officers,  were  ne- 
cessarily governed.  In  many  instances  the  ac- 
counts were  in  a  train  of  settlement,  and  would 
no  doubt  exhibit  the  most  perfect  fairness  in  the 
parties  concerned.  Thu.«,  he  said,  by  including 
all  persons,  whose  accounts  were  not  settled,  with- 
out distinction,  the  weight  of  the  odium  was  di- 
minished or  lost.  If  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land could  so  modify  his  motion  as  to  obtain  a 
classification  of  the  cases  reported,  distinguishing 
those  who  had  refused  or  neglected  to  render  their 
accounts  or  to  pay  the  balances  which  they  re- 
spectively owed,  he  should  readily  concur  in  the 
proposition ;  but,  in  such  a  vast  ma.ss  of  cases, 
when  only  one  or  two  of  a  number  would  proba- 
ble be  found  culpable  defaulters  it  was  impossible 
to  make  a  due  discrimination,  and  the  salutary 
effect  and  intention  of  the  law,  by  which  the  report 
was  required,  were  in  a  great  degree  frustrated,  -j 
He  hoped  such  a  modification  of  the  resolution 
would  be  made,  and  that  the  Comptroller  would 
be  required  so  to  classify  the  reported  cases,  that 
the  innocent  might  not  be  confounded  witn  the 
guilty. 

Mr.  LowNOEs  concurred  in  the  view  which  had 
been  taken  by  Mr.  Fuller,  and  wished  that  the 
resolution  might  lie  on  the  table,  with  a  view  to 
seeing  whether  such  a  discrimination  or  classifi- 
cation of  the  cases  might  be  made  as  to  show  dis- 
tinctly the  class  of  cases  remaining  unsettled  from 
circumstances,  separately  from  that  of  actual  de- 
falcation. 

Mr.  Warpield  not  objecting  to  this  course,  the 
resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PROHIBITION  OF  I.M PORTS. 

Mr.  Rich,  of  Vermont,  rose  to  offer  the  resolu- 
tions of  which  he  gave  notice  some  days  ago  ;  and, 
in  doing  so,  expressed  himself  as  follows: 

I  rise,  sir,  to  submit  the  proposition  of  which  I 
gave  notice  a  few  days  since;  a  notice,  from  which 
it  will  have  been  perceived  that  I  propose  an  in- 
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qmiy  into  the  pro|>riety  of  prohibiting,  prospec-  ' 
tively,  the  importation  of  sundry  commodities,  the 
(NToduct  of  the  skill  and  industry  of  other  countries, 
and  which  are  at  present  allowed,  to  the  prejudice 
of  a  free  and  vigorous  employment  of  the  skill  and 
capital  of  our  own  citizens.     Hence  it  will  have 
been  understood  that  a  decision   of  Congress  is 
solicited  by  at  least  one  of  its  members,  on  the  pro- 
priety of  fixing  upon  some  future  period,  beyond 
which,  and  in  regard  to  the  proposed  articles,  the 
American  manufacturer  shall  enjoy  the  benefit  of 
the    markets  of  his   country,    uninterrupted   by 
foreign  competitors,  who  owe  no  allegiance  to  that  , 
country,  and  who  will  neither  fight  its  battles  nor  ' 
contribute  to  the  support  of  its  institutions.  I 

Sir,  I  submit  the  proposition  in  the  most  confi- 
dent belief  that,  should   the  proposed  measure  be  ' 
adopted  our  establishments  will  have  reached  such 
a  state  of  maturity  by  the  time  the  prohibitions 
shall  have  taken  effect,  that  exorbitant  prices  for  do- 
mestics fabrics  cannot  be  maintained  if  attempted: 
that  the  merchant  will  find  the  partial  loss  in  his 
hazardous  foreign  trade  counterbalanced  by  ah 
increased  coasting  and  inland  trade  le*s  hazardous : 
that  the  agriculturist  will  find  a  progressively  in- 
creasing and  steady  demand  for  his  products :  that 
the  manufacturer,  sure  of  the  future  markets  of  his 
country,  will  be  zealously  employed  in  his  prepa- 
rations to  ^pply  them,  and,  for  his  skill  and  capi- 
tal thus  employed,  will  realize  a  reasonable  and 
fair  return  :  that  the  foreign  manufacturer,  depriv- 
ed of  our  custom  in  his  own  country,  will  seek  for 
it  in  the  employment  of  his  skill  and  capital  in  ' 
this :  that  a  system  of  revenue  which  shall  have  I 
been  adapted  to  the  change  of  circumstances  will  be 
more  certain  and  productive  than  that  which  de-  ' 
pends  entirely  on  imports ;  and   that,  finally,  the  | 
greatest  interests  of  the  country  will  have  been  so 
arranged  and  adjusted  that,  whether  we  shall  in  ' 
future  be  met  with  orders  in  council,  French  de-  | 
crees,  embargoes,  or  war,  neither  our  enterprise,  I 
prosperity,  nor  happiness,  can  be  materially  in- 
terrupted. 

Sensible  as  1  am  that  the  policy  of  the  proposed 
naeasure  will  be  doubted  by  some,  and  unhesita- 
tingly pronounced  unwise  by  others,  I  have  not 
obtruded  myself  upon  the  indulgence  of  the  House 
without  reflection,  nor  without  the  most  thorough 
conviction  on  my  own  mind  that  the  adoption  of 
a  measure  of  the  character  of  the  one  proposed, 
would  greatly  promote  the  best  interest  of  the 
country. 

It  having  been  my  purpose  to  obtain  the  sense  i 
of  the  House  upon  the  principle,  rather  than  at-  i 
temnt  the  most  unexcepUonable  details,  it  will  cer-  I 
tainly  deserve  consideration  (should  the  main  ob- 
ject be  approved)  whether  the  proposed  prohibi-  ! 
tions  have  been  too  far  extended,  or  have  fallen  j 
short  of  their  proper  limits.     And  should  it  be  the 
will  of  Congress  to  adopt  any  measures  with  a 
view  to  the  encouragement  of  domestic  manufac- 
tures, and  with  them  the  general  industry  of  the 
country,  a  consideration  still  more  important  will 
suggest  itself,  to  wit :  whether  the  encouragement 
shall  be  indirectly  afforded,  by  a  modification  of 
the  tariff,  leaving  the  citizens  to  "  (eel  their  way," 
16th  Con.  2d  Sess.— 23 


advancing  with  hesitancy,  if  at  all,  watching  "the 
si^ns  of  the  times"  and  the  countervailing  policy 
of  other  countries ;  or  whether  the  more  direct 
course  shall  be  pursued. 

On  this  question,  I  may  very  possibly  have  come 
to  an  erroneous  conclusion  ;  but,  unless  I  am  alto- 
gether mistaken,  the  direct  course  is  by  far  the 
most  eligible ;  as  it  will  be  secure  a^inst  a  defeat 
by  foreign  regulations,  and  one  the  effects  of  which 
can  be  estimated  with  much  the  greatest  certainty, 
and  will  hence  prove  a  powerful  incentive  to  en- 
terprise and  industry,  which  cannot  be  called  into 
full  and  vigorous  activity  except  by  the  influence 
of  strong  motives.  But,  should  the  indirect  course 
be  taken,  neither  the  agriculturist,  the  manufactu- 
rer, the  merchant,  nor  the  financier,  can  calculate 
for  the  future  with  such  certainty  as  will  inspire 
the  requisite  confidence  to  insure  success. 

However  much  we  may  have  been  benefited  by 
obtaining  th?  manufactures  of  Europe  in  exchange 
for  our  agricultural  produce,  during  the  long  suc- 
cession of  years,  while  the  markets  of  the  world 
have  been  open  to  them,  and  at  prices  unexampled 
in  the  annals  of  commerce;  and  whatever  advan- 
tages we  may  have  derived  from  the  operations 
and  employments  incident  to  such  exchanges,  I 
feel  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  an  opinion  that 
a  period  has  arrived  when  but  a  single  alternative 
is  left  to  our  choice,  viz :  either  to  retire  voluntarily 
from  a  portion  of  our  former  pursuits,  while  our 
disposable  means  are  worth  preserving,  and  while 
the  industry  and  enterprise  of  the  country  shall  yet 
possess  vigor  and  animation,  (already  very  much 
impaired,)  or  be  driven  from  them,  at  no  remote 
period,  by  the  force  of  necessity,  with  our  means 
exhausted,  and  the  spirits  of  the  country  depressed 
by  a  contemplation  of  the  unfortunate   contrast 
between  our  then  condition  and  that  from  which 
we  shall  but  recently  have  fallen.     And,  sir,  whsa 
we  contemplate  that  the  happiness  and  prosperity 
of  the  people  are  undeniably  the  effects  of  a  judi- 
cious and  wise  administration  of  the  Grovernment, 
and  that  by  an  injudicious  administration  directly 
the  opposite  effects  will   be  produced ;  and  when 
we  also  consider  that  our  institutions,  which  are 
the  pride  of  freemen  throughout  the  world,  ha«e 
no  other  support,  and  can  have  no  other,  than  the 
affections  of  the  people  for  whom  they  were  or- 
dained and  established,  are  we  not  called  upon  to 
employ  our  best  efforts  to  prevent  such  a  state  of 
despondency  as  may  extinguish  all  feelings  for  the 
Grovernment  but  those  of  cold  indifference  ?    And 
is  there  not  some  danger  that,  should  we  continue 
to  shape  our  measures  to  the  maxim  of  "  letting 
things  alone,"  and  that,  too,  while  other  nations 
are  pressing  upon  us  with  their  corn  laws,  and 
theirother  prohibitions  and  restrictions  in  onehand, 
and  their  bounties  and  praniums  in  the  other,  a 
state  of  public   feeling  may  be  produced  which 
shall  cause  the  philanthropists  universally  to  weep 
for  the  danger  to  which  our  institutions  shall  be 
exposed  1 

It  is  universally  admitted,  so  far  as  my  informa- 
tion extends,  that,  be  the  acts  of  the  Government 
what  they  may,  the  period  will  some  time  arrive 
whea  tliis  country  will  cease  to  look  to  Europe  or 
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elsewhere  for  its  most  needful  manufactures ;  and 
the  great  difference  of  opinion  which  manifests 
itselt;  is,  whether  the  Government  should,  hy  its 
measures,  accelerate  the  arrival  of  that  period,  or 
whether  it  should  not  rather  '•  let  things  alone," 
and  leave  to  chance  or  the  force  of  necessity,  the 
accomplishment  of  that  great  national  object. 
Were  we  a  nation  having  no  intercourse  with  the 
rest  of  the  world,  it  would  certamlv  be  my  policy 
to  "  let  things  alone ;"  and  I  would  now  do  so, 
with  regard  to  the  internal  application  of  the  skill 
and  industry  of  the  citizens.  But,  while  I  would 
do  this,  I  would  endeavor  that  they  should  also  be 
"  let  alone,"  by  the  people  and  Governments  of 
other  countries.  Nothing  appears  to  me  more  un- 
wise, than  for  to  imagine  that  the  great  interests 
of  this  country  can  be  permanently  promoted  by  a 
course  of  measures  which  shall  have  been  adopted 
without  any  regard  to  the  condition  or  policy  of 
other  countries.  And  gentlemen  will  permit  me 
to  inquire,  how  long,  in  their  opinion,  the  "star- 
spangled  banner"  would  waft  triumphantly  upon 
tne  mighty  deep,  should  the  Government  "  let  it 
alone  ?" 

I    have    no   desire,    sir,   to  see    manufactures 


stead  of  a  general  modification  of  the  tariff,  as  sug- 
gested at  the  last  session,  I  would  propose  an  in- 
crease of  duties  upon  such  articles  only  as  should 
be  prospectively  prohibited  ;  and  in  regard  to  such, 
would  abolu^h  the  custom-house  credits,  partly 
with  a  view  to  an  augmentation  of  revenue,  and  to 
strengthen  the  invitation  to  our  internal  resources 
to  be  forthcoming,  and  partly  to  check  unreasona- 
ble investments  in  foreign  commodities,  with  a 
view  to  monopoly,  after  the  prohibition  shall  have 
taken  effect.  And  to  secure  a  future,  certain,  and 
augmented  revenue,  I  would  levy  an  excise  duty 
upon  the  domestic  articles  which  should  be  substi- 
tuted for  those  the  importation  of  which  shall  be 
prohibited.  The  excise  to  take  effect  simultane- 
ously with  the  prohibitions. 

I  am  not  insensible,  sir,  that,  should  a  majority 
of  the  House  concur  with  me  in  opinion  that  the 
importation  of  some  articles  may,  after  a  given 
period,  be  prohibited,  with  benefit  to  the  country ; 
there  must  naturally  be  a  great  diversity  of  senti- 
ment as  to  the  articles  and  the  times  at  which  the 
prohibition  in  relation  to  each  should  take  effect. 
Still  I  may  be  permitted  to  hope,  that  such  diver- 
sity may  not  entirely  defeat  the  proposition  :  that 
so  far  as  gentlemen  shall  only  doubt  of  the  policv 
of  the  measure,  (if  there  be  any  such,)  they  will 
permit  the  experiment  to  be  made,  if  but  to  a  very 
limited  extent ;  and  that,  in  regard  to  the  selection 
of  articles  on  which  to  make  the  experiment,  a 


forced  into  existence  by  the  acts  of  the  Govern- 
ment or  otherwise  ;  but  I  desire,  most  sincerely,  to 
see  such  measures  adopted  as  shall  gently  invite 
our  national  resources  to  be  forthcoming  in  the 
form  of  manufactures,  to  the  full  extent  of  the  real 

wants  of  the  country  ;  and,  consequently,  sufficient    spirit  of  conciliation  will  be  manifested,  without 

"     '    ■  which  it  is  in  vain  that  we  attempt  to  legislate 

for  the  benefit  of  a  country  so  extensive  as  that  for 
which  we  have  the  honor  to  act. 

Admitting  the  prohibitory  system  to  be  proper, 
under  any  circumstances  of  the  country,  and  at  any 
possible  period  of  time,  much,  in  mv  judgment, 
would  be  gained,  if  the  period,  although  far  remote, 
should  now  be  rendered  certain,  as  to  some  few 
articles  at  least.  For,  in  that  case,  the  application 
of  the  skill  and  capital  which  should  mchne  in 
favor  of  the  manufacture  of  such  articles,  might 
be  diverted  with  a  good  degree  of  certainty  as  to 
the  results,  and  an  experiment  would  thus  be  made, 
the  effect  of  which  would  be  sufficiently  tangible 
to  be  judged  of,  and  of  great  utility  in  the  future 
legislation  of  this  country. 

Sir,  I  have  felt  that  it  was  due  to  the  Houseand 
myself,  that  I  should  accompany  the  proposition 
with  the  explanations  I  have  given  of  my  views 
upon  the  subject ;  and,  without  consuming  further 
time,  I  will  send  it  to  the  Chair,  and  leave  it  to 
be  disposed  of  as  the  better  judgment  of  the  House 
shall  direct. 

Mr.  Rich  then  submitted  his  resolutions,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Man u fact u ret  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting 
(except  for  the  export  trade)  the  iroporlation  of, 
l8t.  All  distilled  apirita  and  malt  liquors,  from  and 

after  the day  of ,  A.  D. 

2d.  All  manufacturea  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool 
shall  constitute  a  component  part.from  and  after  the 

day  of ,  A.  D. . 

3d.  All  cotton  and  flaxen  goods,  of  which  either 
cotton  or  flax  shall  constitute  a  component  part,  to 


to  place  us  beyond  the  reach  of  those  pressures  to 
which,  otherwise,  we  must  always  be  exposed,  on 
the  occurrence  of  war,  or  other  interruptions  of 
commerce — which  shall  give  such  vigorous  activ- 
ity to  our  national  enterprise  and  industry,  as  shall 
of  itself  make  an  American  citizen  proud  of  his 
country,  and  form  the  basis  of  new  and  lasting 
attachment  to  our  institutions;  and  which,  finally, 
will  afford  some  protection  against  that  kind  of 
foreign  influence  which,  through  the  magic  of 
fashion,  puts  all  the  tailors,  milliners,  and  man- 
tuamakers  in  requisition,  on  the  arrival  of  a  ship 
from  Europe  or  the  Indies ;  an  influence,  the  sup- 
pression of^ which,  would  form  a  new  and  hono- 
rable trait  in  our  character,  and  diffuse  a  proud 
national  feeling  throughout  the  community. 

1  apprehend  it  will  be  universally  conceded,  that 
a  prohibition  on  the  import  of  distilled  spirits  and 
malt  liquors,  would  greatly  promote  the  agricul- 
tural, and  subserve  the  general  interests  of  the 
country ;  and  that  no  essential  interests  would 
materially  suffer,  should  such  prohibition  be  made 
to  take  effect  at  an  early  period. 

While,  then,  1  would  propose  that  a  prohibition 
should  not  take  effect  upon  manufactured  articles, 
till  time  shall  have  been  allowed  to  bring  our  es- 
tablishments to  a  suitable  degree  of  maturity,  and 
enable  the  great  interests  of  the  countrv  to  accom- 
modate themselves  to  the  change,  and  tne  Govern- 
ment to  organi*^  its  finances,  I  would  exclude 
spirits  and  malt  liquors;  at  the  termination  of  a 

riod  barely  sufficient  to  give  effect  to  a  system 

should  bring  into  the  Treasury,  from  domestic 

a  revenue  equal  at  least  to  what  is  now 


rs. 


ived  from  foreign.    And,  in  the  mean  time,  in- 
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wit:  sheeting,  shirting,  coanterpanes,  table-cloths, 
atripea,  checks,  plaids,  ginghams,  chintzes,  calicoes, 
and  prints  of  all  descriptions,  hosiery  and  cotton  yarns, 
twist  and  thread,  from  and  after . 

4th.  All  kinds  of  glass  wares,  and  window  glass, 
from  and  after .. 

6th.  Iron  in  bars,  rods,  sheets,  castings,  spikes,  and 
nails,  and  all  manufactures  of  sheet  iron,  or  of  which 
sheet  iron  shall  be  a  material  of  chief  value,  from  and 
after . 

6th.  All  manufactures  of  lead,  copper,  or  tin,  from 
and  after . 

7th.  All  deacriptions  of  paper,  from  and  afler . 

6th.  All  manufactures  of  leather,  or  of  which  leather 
shall    constitute  a  component  part.from  and  after . 

9tb.  All  (Jescripliona  of  hats,  and  ready  made  clothing 
from  and  after . 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  also  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  Isying  an  excise  duty 
upon  the  domestic  articles  which  shall  be  substituted 
for  those,  the  importation  of  which  shall  be  prohibited  : 
the  excise  to  take  effect,  aimultaneously,  with  the  pro- 
hibition. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  suggested  the  propri- 
ety of  laying  these  resolutions  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lowndes  said,  as  the  resolutions  proposed 
an  inquiry  only,  he  saw  no  objection  to  acting  on 
them  at  once,  though  he  did  not  oppose  their  being 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  If  agreeing  to  them 
were  to  imply  any  approbation  of  the  plan  which 
they  proposed,  the  question  would  be  very  different 
and  really  important.  It  was  obvious,  however, 
that  the  agreement  to  inquire  into  the  subject 
would  compromit  no  one.  In  the  course  of  his 
remarks,  Mr.  L.  suggested,  that  the  resolutions 
proposed  to  direct  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
matters  in  the  investigation  of  which  that  com- 
mittee were  probably  already  engagrd. 

Mr.  Rich  said,  he  was  not  unwilling  that  the 
resolutions  should  lie  on  the  table  for  considera- 
tion. But,  he  said,  he  considered  them  as  em- 
bracing a  great  principle,  which  sooner  or  later 
Congress  must  adopt,  and  the  sooner,  the  better. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  in  reference  to  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Lowndes,  that  probably  the  Committee  of 
Manufactures  might  now  be  engaged  in  the  inves- 
tigation of  this  very  subject  of  prohibitory  duties, 
rose  to  say,  that  nothing  of  that  sort  was  at  pres- 
ent before  that  committee,  nor  did  he  know  that  it 
would  be,  unless  it  were  .specially  enjoined  on 
them  to  inquire  into  it. 

After  some  other  inconsequential  observations, 
the  resolutions  were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Butler,  of 
Louisiana,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

MILITARY  EXPENDITURES. 

The  bill  making  partial  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  Military  Establishment  for  the  year 
1821,  underwent  some  brief  discussion,  which  was 
confined  to  one  item  of  the  proposed  appropria- 
tion, that  of  §  150,000  for  the  Q,uartermaster's  de- 
partment. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  explanatory  of  the 
necessity  there  was  for  this  partial  appropriation, 
to  whicn,  also,  Mr.  S.  added  a  few  explanatory 
observations. 


Mr.  Cocke  said  he  wished  for  some  information 
before  he  afforded  the  means  of  making  further 
advances  of  public  money.  He  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  list  of  unsettled  balances, 
amounting  to  somewhere  about  sixteen  millions  of 
dollars,  which  had  grown  out  of  the  practice  of 
making  advances  to  public  officers.  There  was 
already,  he  said,  according  to  a  late  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  a  considerable  sum 
of  money  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  for  the 
use  of  the  War  Department.  How  was  that  dis- 
posed of?  What  had  become  of  the  immense 
sums  which  they  said  they  had  saved  within  the 
last  year  ?  We  are  now  called  upon  to  advance 
sums  which,  by-and-by,  for  any  thing  we  know, 
will  form  additional  items  in  the  list  of  balances ; 
and,  until  he  was  better  informed,  he  should  be 
opposed  to  the  bill.  Mr.  C.  assigned,  as  another 
reason  against  passing  the  bill  now,  that  it  was 
probable  a  reduction  of  the  Army  might  take  place 
during  the  session,  which  would  make  smaller 
appropriations  sufficient. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  he  was  as 
much  opposed  as  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
to  the  system  of  advances  of  money  to  public 
agents,  where  it  could  be  avoided.     From  conver- 
sation with  the  Secretary  of  War,   Mr.  S.  had 
ascertained  that  he  also  was  convinced  of  the  in- 
conveniences of  the  practice,  and  had  determined 
that,  for  the  future,  as  few  advances  as  possible 
should  be  made.     But,  for  the  present  year,  Mr. 
S.  said,  the  contracts  were  already  made,  and  the 
money  mum.  be  paid :  and  what  possible  difference, 
Mr.  S.  asked,  could  there  be  between  appropri- 
ating it,  as  now  proposed,  and  doing  it  in  the  gen- 
eral appropriation  bill?     In  regard  to  small  con- 
tracts, payment  might  generally  be  deferred  till 
the  contract  was   completed  ;  but,  in   regard    to 
large  contract,-,  every  one  must  know  that  few 
men  had  capitals  sufficiently  large  to  undertake 
them  without  the  aid  of  advances  by  the  Govern- 
ment.    A  certain  confidence  must  be  reposed  in 
public  officers;  without  which  they  cannot  dis- 
charge their  duties  eflectually.     He  hoped,  there- 
fore, the  gentleman  would  not  continue  to  oppose 
the  bill  on  this  score.     With  respect  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Army,  Mr.  S.  said  he  had  learned,  on 
inquiry,  that,  in  all   contracts  which   had   been 
made  by  the  War  Department,  a  proviso  was  in- 
serted,  that,  if  the  quantity  of  provisions,   dbc., 
engaged  for  should  not  be  wanted  for  the  public 
service,  the  Government  should  have  the  right  of 
taking  one-third  less  than  the  quantity  contracted. 
This,  the  gentleman  would  see,  would  obviate  any 
difficulty  which  might  otherwise  arise  in  conse^ 
quence  of  a  reduction  of  the  Army. 

Mr.  Eustis  inquired  whether  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  satisfied  that  the  whole 
sum  ($481,000)  proposed  in  the  estimates  for  the 
Quartermaster's  department  would  be  actually 
necessary  for  that  branch  of  the  service? 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  replied  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  had  not  considered 
that  subject,  but  it  appeared  quite  probable,  with- 
out much  consideration,  that  it  would  be  neces- 
sary.    The  whole  sum  appropriated  for  the  same 
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object  during  the  past  year  had  been  expended. 
His  honorable  friend  from  Massachusetts  had  not 
adverted,  Mr.  S.  presumed,  to  the  difference  be- 
tween the  "present  organization  of  the  Quarter- 
master's department  and  that  which  existed  some 
years  ago.  The  provisions  and  supplies  for  the 
Army  are  now  furnished  in  bulk  by  the  Commis- 
sary General,  and  then  taken  up  and  distributed 
by  the  Q,uartermaster's  department,  which  aug- 
ments greatly  the  charge  of  that  branch  of  the 
public  service. 

Mr.  Lowndes  made  a  few  remarks  in  reference 
to  Mr.  Cocke's  objection  to  this  bill.     He  admit- 


determined,  at  the  last  session,  to  bring  down  this 
item  of  appropriation  to  ^50,000,  in  order  to  ar- 
rest the  progress  of  the  Yellow  Stone  expedition, 
and  for  no  other  reason  that  he  knew  of.  Yet, 
notwithstanding  that  expedition  had  been  stopped 
at  the  Council  Bluffs,  it  appeared  it  had  been 
"impossible"  to  bring  the  expenditure  within  the 
appropriations.  On  what  account  had  it  been  im- 
possible? Mr.  C.  said  he  should  like  to  hear  if 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  was  prepared  to  answer  the  question. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  he  certainly  did 
not  understand    that   this   bill   would   pledge  the 


ted  that  it  was  no"t  advisable,  as  a  general  prac-  future  vole  of  any  gentleman.  When  the  House 
tice,  to  make  partial  appropriations ;  but  he  did  i  came  to  act  on  the  general  appropriation  bill 
not  see  how  that  could  be  well  avoided  under  the  |  would  be  the  proper  time  for  examinmg  the  mat- 
present  practice  of  Congress,  which  was  to  defer  i  ter  spoken  of  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  or 
the  passage  of  the  general  appropriation  laws  un-  any  other  matter  respecting  which  gentlemen  felt 
til  some  time  after  the  commencement  of  the  year.  ,  any  difl&culty  or  required  any  information.  This 
The  expenditures  for  the  Q,uartermaster  General's  bill  did  not  propose  any  appropriation  for  covering 
department,  during  the  last  year,  had  been  settled  ;  deficiencies  of  the  past  year, 
and  accounted  for,  as  an  examination  of  ofl5cjal  |  Mr.  Trimble  rose  to  give  the  information 
papers  would  show,  with  an  accuracy  and  promp-  which  the  gentleman  wished.  Last  year  so  much 
titude  which  was  indeed  surprising,  and  could  not  had  been  deducted  from  the  amount  of  appropria- 
fail  to  be  entirely  satisfactory  to  the   gentleman    tion  for  the  Quartermaster's  department,  as  was 


from  Tennessee.  It  was  evident  that  the  appro- 
priation now  asked  for  was  necessary,  and  he 
trusted  there  would  be  no  objection  to  iis  passage. 
Mr.  EusTia  said,  with  respect  to  the  amount 
estimated  for  the  Quartermaster's  department  for 
the  present  year,  he  could  not  see  how  more  than 


supposed  would  have  been  required  by  the  contin- 
uation of  the  Yellow  Stone  expedition.  The 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
was  of  opinion  that  $450,000  would  be  enough, 
supposing  the  Yellow  Stone  expedition  to  be  dis- 
continued.    When  the  bill  went  to  the  Senate  an 


halt  of  the  amount  asked  for  could  be  applied,    inquiry  was  made  of  the  War  Department  on  that 


The  only  objection  to  assenting  to  the  partial  ap- 
propriation now  proposed  for  that  object,  was, 
that  it  might  be  construed  into  a  pledge  that  the 
House  meant  eventually  to  give  the  whole  that 
was  asked.  He  had  no  doubt,  he  said,  that  the 
money,  if  appropriated,  would  be  expended  with 


point;  in  reply  to  which  it  was  stated,  that  four 
hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars  would  be 
wanted,  though  the  expedition  should  not  proceed 
further  than  it  had  alreadv  gone.  The  Senate 
put  that  amount  into  the  bill,  but  the  House  per- 
sisted iti  its  first  determination,  and  therefore  there 


the  utmost  economy,  and  that  every  farthing  of  it  had  been  appropriated  for  that  branch  of  the  ser 
would  be  promptly  and  properly  accounted  for.  ,  vice  thirty  thousand  dollars  less  than  was  asked. 
His  objection  to  the  appropriation  was,  that,  ac-  The  expenditure,  it  appeared,  had  exceeded  the 
cording  to  his  present  impression,  in  time  of  peace  !  appropriation  twenty  thousand  dollars,  being  less 
one-half  of  the  amount  proposed  to  be  appropri-  bv  ten  thousanjl  than  had  been  estimated  by  the 
ated  for  the  Quartermaster's  department  would  be    War  Department. 

sufficient.     On  this  subject  he  did  not  mean  to  '      Mr.  Smith  confirmed  the  statement  which  Mr. 
express  a  decided  opinion,  but  spoke  according  to    Thimble  had  ju.st  made 


his  present  view  of  the  subject.     He,  therefore, 

Protested  against  the  vote  for  this  appropriation 
eing  considered  as  a  pledge  to  vote  for  the  whole 
amount  of  $481,000  for  the  Quartermaster's  de- 
partment. 

Mr.  Cobb  said,  that  voting  for  this  sum  would 
by  no  means  pledge  the  House  as  to  any  future 
vote.     But  connected  with  this  was  another  cir- 
cumstance which  deserved  notice.     The  sum  ap- 
propriated for  the  Quartermaster's  department  for 
the  last  year  was  $450,000.     It  appeared,  by  the 
estimates  laid  on  the  table  this  morning,  that  the 
expenditures  for  that  branch  of  the  military  ser- 
vice had  exceeded  the  appropriation  by  $20,000, 
and  the  Secretary  of  War  bad  stated,  in  his  letter, 
that  it  was  impossible  to  bring  the  expenditure 
within  the  sum  appropriated.     Mr.  C.  inquired  of 
the  chairman  of^the   Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  if  he  could  give  any  reason  why  it  was 
impossible.    He  recollected  that  the  House  had 


Mr.  Storrs  remarked  that,  although  thirty 
thousand  dollars  less  than  was  asked  had  been  ap- 
propriated, it  appeared  to  be  acknowledged  that 
twenty  thousand  dollars  beyond  the  amount  of 
the  appropriation,  had  been  expended,  and  expressed 
his  desire  to  know  by  what  authority  ?  Mr.  S. 
subsequently  withdrew  his  opposition  to  this  bill 
on  the  ground  that  it  did  not  pledge  the  House 
either  in  regard  to  the  making  up  the  deficiency 
or  to  future  appropriations. 

The  debate  subsided  into  a  nearly  general  assent 
to  the  passage  of  the  bill ;  and,  after  negativing  a 
motion  by  Mr.  Cocke,  to  postpone  the  subject, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading.  ' 


Wednesdav,  January  15. 
Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  which  was  recommitted  the  en- 
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erossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  time 
for  locating  Virginia  military  land  warrants,  and 
returning  surveys  thereon  to  the  General  Land 
Office,"  reported  the  same  with  an  amendment, 
which  was  concurred  in  by  the  House ;  and  the 
bill  ordered  to  be  re-engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others,  accompanied 
with  a  bill  for  their  relief,  which  was  read,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
'  A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Gabriel  Ber2at,  deceased ;"  and, 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Ogden,  and 
others ;"  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

Mr.  Cannon  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day  for  coasideration : 

RtMolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the  number  of 
cadets  educated  at  the  Military  Academy  that  have  re- 
mained in  the  oervice  of  the  United  States  five  years ; 
also,  the  number  that  have  received  commissions,  and 
have  resigned  before  the  expiration  of  five  years ;  also, 
the  number  that  have  lefl  the  Military  Academy  with- 
out commissions,  and  the  amount  of  money  that  has 
been  paid  to  each  one ;  also,  the  sums  of  money  that 
have  been  paid  to  cadets  who  were  permitted  to  stay 
at  home  (if  any)  for  the  time  between  their  appoint- 
ment and  that  of  their  being  mustered  at  the  academy  ; 
also,  the  whole  number  educated  at  the  academy,  who 
were  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  during  the 
late  war;  and  the  number  of  those,  thus  engaged  in 
the  ser^'ice,  who  were  in  any  battle  or  battles  fought 
during  said  time  with  the  enemies  of  our  country  ; 
also,  the  whole  expense  of  maintaining  officers  and 
instructors  of  the  academy  each  year,  since  the  year 
1602  ;  the  whole  expense  of  ammunition  and  soldiers 
that  have  been  placed  at  the  academy,  for  their  assist- 
ance, since  its  firit  establishment;  aim),  how  far  mar- 
tial law  has  been  carried  into  effect  there,  and  whether, 
or  not,  the  professors  and  teachers  are,  or  have  been, 
under  martial  law,  and  whether,  or  not,  any  of  the 
cadets  have  been  sent  from  said  academy,  or  dismissed 
by  order  of  the  superintendent,  or  any  other  officer, 
without  a  trial,  or  any  specific  charge  being  proved 
against  them  ;  also,  how  many  foreigners  arc  profes- 
sors or  teachers  in  aaid  academy  ;  and  the  number  of 
cadets,  if  any,  that  have  been  admitted  into  the  same 
from  the  families  of  foreigners. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Re$olved,  That  the  Committee  on  MiUury  Aflfairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding by  law  for  Samuel  G.  Hopkins,  late  a  captain 
in  the  Array  of  th«  United  States,  to  settle  his  accounts 
with  the  Government  upon  the  principles  of  equity. 

The  said  resolution  was  read,  and  the  question 
was  taken  to  agree  thereto,  and  determined  in  the 
negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burwell,  the  House  pro- 
■ceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  him 


yesterday,  and  the  same  being  read,  was  modified 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  select  committee  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  Message  of  the  President,  transmitting  an 
account  of  the  expenditures  under  the  fifth,  sixth,  and 
seventh  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  for  designating 
the  northern  boundary  of  the  United  States,  b«  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  fixing  by 
law  the  salaries  of  the  commissioners  and  agents  em- 
ployed in  that  service. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
and  laid  on  the  table  one  day  for  consideration ;  and 
the  same  being  again  read,  was  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands,  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  allowing  to  the  deputy  sur- 
veyor of  the  Vincennes  donation  tract  other  and 
further  compensation  than  is  at  present  authorized 
by  law. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  in  ad- 
dition to  the  several  acts  making  provision  forcer- 
tain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  ser- 
vice of  the  United  Stales  in  the  Revolutionary 
war;  and 

Mr.  Hardin  moved  to  amend  it  by  adding  to  it 
the  following  sections : 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  pen- 
sioner under  the  aforesaid  acts  shall  be  stricken  fix>m 
the  rolls,  who,  upon  giving  in  the  schedule  of  his  prop- 
erty as  is  therein  directed,  shall  be  worth  less,  after 
deducting  his  debts,  than dollars. 

Sxc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  pen- 
sioner who  has,  under  the  act  of  the  1st  of  May,  1630, 
been  stricken  from  the  pension  roll,  shall  be  placed 
again  on  the  pension  roll,  if  application  shall  be  made 
by  him,  if,  upon  examining  his  schedule,  he  is  worth 
less  than dollars. 

And,  debate  arising  thereon,  the  bill  was  again 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  it  was 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  instructed  to  inquire  and  to  report  to  this 
House  whether,  in  their  opinion,  the  permanent  rev- 
enue is  adequate  to  meet  the  expenses  of  this  Govern- 
ment. 

2.  Resolved,  Tliat  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any  measures 
may,  in  their  opinion,  be  necessary  to  increase  the  rev- 
enue, and,  if  so,  to  report  the  measures  to  this  House. 

3.  Resolved,   That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  instrncted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
prohibiting,  or  imposing  additional  duties  on,  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  spirits,  and  imposing  an  excise  on 
domestic  distilled  spirits. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  whether,  in  their  opinion,  any  far- 
ther measures  are  necessary  to  be  adopted  for  the  dae 
enforcement  of  the  existing  revenue  Isws. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
any  alteration  in  the  existing  laws  which  relate  to  the 
verification  of  invoices,  or  to  manifests  of  goods  im- 
ported from  foreign  ports. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
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any  provision  by  law  for  the  due  enforcement  of  the 
proviaioni  of  iha  act,  entitled  "An  act  supplemenUry 
to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imports  sod  tonnage,  passed  the  second  day 
of  March,  1799." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  House  took  up 
his  motion,  submitted  on  the  26th  ultimo,  calling 
for  a  statement  of  the  land  warrants  issued,  and 
yet  to  be  issued,  to  soldiers  of  the  late  war,  dec. — 
Dut,  after  seme  debate  between  Messrs.  Cook  and 
Rbea,  the  House  refused  to  agree  to  the  resolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robert  Moore,  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law 
to  secure  mechanics  and  others  payment  for  their 
labor  and  materials  in  erecting  any  house  or  other 
buildings  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  by  giv- 
ing them  a  lien  thereon. 

Mr.  Warfielh  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  first  Comptroller  of  the  Tress- 
nry  be  directed  to  report  to  this  House  whether,  in  the 
statement  of  balances  which  have  been  due  more  than 
three  years,  accompanying  his  letter  of  the  27th  of 
November  last,  there  have  been  made  the  discrimina- 
tions and  suggestions  required  by  the  fourteenth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  to  provide  for  the  prompt  settlement  of 
public  accounts  passed  on  the  3d  March,  1817. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  following  titles, 
to  wit:  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Gabriel  Berzat,  deceased  ;"  and,  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Ogden,  and  oth- 
ers," were  severally  read  twice,  and  referred  ;  the 
former  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims, 
and  the  latter  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  a 
partial  appropriation  for  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States  for  the  year,  1821,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  report  of  the 
number  and  station  of  all  the  military  posts  of  the 
United  States,  and  of  the  distribution  of  the  Army  ; 
designating  the  number  and  grade  of  the  of&cers, 
and  the  number  of  men  at  each  post ;  prepared  in 
obedience  to  a  resolution  of  this  House  of  the  20th 
ultimo  ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

REDUCTION  OF  EXPENDITURES. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
took  into  consideration  the  following  resolutions: 

1.  Reiolvedf  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  annual 
expenses  of  the  Government  should  be  reduced  ;  that, 
for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  it  is  further 

2.  Resolved,  That  all  such  offices  as  are  not  imme- 
diately necessary  for  the  transaction  of  public  business, 
and  the  abolition  of  which  would  not  be  detrimental 
to  the  public  interests,  shall  be  abolished. 

3.  Resolved,    That  the  salaries  of  ail  civil  officers, 
whose  compensation  has  been  increased  since  the  year  [ 
1809,  shall  be  reduced  to  what  they  were  at  that  pe- 
riod. 

4.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  reduce  the  Army 
to  the  number  of  six  thousand  non-commissioned  uffi- 
cera,  musicians,  and  privates,  preserving  such  part  of 
the  corps  of  engineers,  without  regard  to  that  number. 


as  may  be  required  by  the  public  interest ;  and  inclod* 
ing  such  redaction  of  the  general  staff  as  may  be  ra* 
quired  by  the  state  of  the  Army  when  reduced  as  herein 
proposed. 

5.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  appropri- 
ations for  the  erection  of  fortifications  shall  be  so  mada 
as  to  require  a  less  sum  annually,  by  extending  the 
time  within  which  they  shall  be  completed. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  act  making  an  appropriation 
of  one  million  of  dollars  per  annum  for  the  increase  of 
the  Navy  be  so  amended  as  to  extend  the  time  within 
which  such  increase  shall  be  made,  and  to  reduce  the 
annual  appropriation  to  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thou- 
sand  dollars. 

7.  Res*lved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  recall  from  a^ 
tivo  service  one  half  of  the  naval  force  now  employed, 
and  to  place  the  same  in  ordinary. 

And  the  same  having  been  read — 
Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  rose  and  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman :  The  task  which  I  have  under- 
taken, to  investigate  all  the  subjects  involved  in 
the  resolutions  just  read,  would  be  a  fearful  one, 
to  heads  much  more  profound  thair  mine.  But,  as 
I  am  well  convinced  that  the  Committee  are  not 

fire  pa  red  to  expect  a  display  of  any  profound  ideas 
rom  me,  I  deem  an  apology  for  the  very  imper- 
fect views  which  I  shall  oner  quite  unnecessary. 

Broad  as  the  resolutions  would  appear,  they  are 
defective,  in  not  embracing  all  the  objects  ujxjn 
which  I  mean  to  touch  in  the  course  of  my  re- 
marks. For  this  reason  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of 
offering  one  or  two  amendments  before  the  inves- 
tigation of  them  shall  be  closed. 

I  think  the  preference  which  is  to  be  given  to 
the  form  in  which  these  resolutions  have  been  in- 
troduced, will  be  obvious.  They  admit  of  the 
Committee's  taking  a  full  view  of  the  .state  of  the 
nation.  They  admit  of  an  inquiry  into  the  finan- 
cial resources  of  the  country,  and  of  the  sources 
from  which  revenue  is  derived  by  the  existing 
laws;  into  the  extent  of  the  various  establishments 
requiring  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money;  the 
necessity  and  usefulness  of  them,  and  the  adequacy 
of  the  revenue  to  their  maintenance ;  whether  they 
are  to  be  supported  by  the  imposition  of  additional 
burdens  upon  the  people,  in  the  shape  of  loans  or 
taxes,  or  whether  the  interests  and  true  policy  of 
the  nation  would  not  rather  point  to  their  reduc- 
tion in  preference  to  such  a  resort.  The  impor- 
tance of  the  question  involved  in  such  an  inquiry 
will  not  be  denied.  Attempts  at  a  partial  view  of 
them,  and  at  making  partial  reductions  m  the  pub- 
lic expenses,  are  always  attended  with  the  danger 
of  doing  nothing,  or  of  running  into  an  extreme 
parsimony  in  relation  to  particular  objects.  It  is 
the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  determine  what  sbaH 
be  the  "portion  of  the  produce  of  the  land  and 
labor  of  the  country  to  be  placed  at  the  disposition 
of  Grovernment."  This  must  be  determined  by  the 
capacity  of  the  people  to  contribute  this  portion. 
When,  however,  it  is  ascertained,  it  is  right  that 
you  should  have  before  your  eyes  all  the  objects  of 
expenditure,  before  you  will  be  able  properly  to 
distribute  it  among  the  several  objects. 

By  what  principles  the  Legislature  of  this  natioD 
shall  be  governed  in  determining  this  "  portion  of 
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the  product  of  land  and  labor,"  (which  is  only  a 
definition  of  what  are  called  taxes,)  has  been  a 
subject  of  great  discussion  and  contrariety  of  opin- 
ion, from  the  institution  of  the  Government  to  the 
present  day.  My  opinion  upon  the  subjeci  can 
be  expressed  in  very  few  words :  The  people  of 
that  nation  are  happiest  whase  rights  are  protected 
at  the  least  expense,  with  the  least  danger  from  the 
instruments  of  protection,  and  where  there  are  the 
fewest  obstacles  created,  by  law,  to  the  exercise  of 
individual  industry,  and  the  display  of  individual 
enterprise.  I  can  scarcely  conceive  of  controversy 
upon  a  position  so  reasonable  and  plain. 

We  boast  that  our  form  of  Government  best  ad- 
mits of  reducing  the  principle  I  have  stated  into 
practice.  I  very  mucn  fear  that  history  has  yet  to 
determine,  from  our  conduct,  whether,  like  the 
Athenians  in  relation  to  politeness,  we  shall  show 
that  we  only  know  it,  or,  like  the  Lacedemonians, 
we  practise  it.  That  we  have  an  idea  of  it  I 
think  is  very  evident ;  for  no  people  under  the  sun 
boast  more  of  their  national  simplicity,  frugality, 
and  economy,  than  we  do,  even  at  the  very  mo- 
ment that  an  increase  of  the  public  burdens  is  re- 
quired to  defray  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  year. 
To  prove  a  conformity  between  the  boast  and  the 
fact,  is  a  task  I  have  no  disposition  to  undertake. 

Admitting  the  practicability  of  economical  prin- 
ciples, f  which,  so  far  from  denying  I  shall  attempt, 
before  1  conclude,  to  prove,)  I  will  take  the  liberty 
to  say,  that  in  no  nation  can  taxation  be  rendered 
more  oppressive  than  in  ours.  This  arises  from 
our  form  of  Government ;  from  that  ^''imperium  in 
imperio;'''  that  exercise  of  two  distinct  kinds  of 
sovereignty  by  the  same  people,  of  which  we  are 
so  proud.  The  affairs  of  the  Confederacy  are  ad- 
ministered by  one  body  of  magistracy,  under  the 
Federal  Constitution,  and  must  be  supported  in 
its  expenses.  The  government  of  each  State,  in 
whose  care  is  confided  the  greatest  portion  of  the 
people's  rights,  conducted  by  another  body  of  magis- 
tracy, and  must  also  oe  supported.  The  expenses 
of  either  government,  taken  separately,  have  noth- 
ing alarming  in  their  amount.  If  added  together, 
they  are  swelled  to  an  enormous  sura,  and  it  re- 
quires but  little  augmentation  to  make  them  one- 
rous indeed.  Suppose  the  General  Government 
should  determine  upon  some  grand  and  expensive 
political  scheme,  the  execution  of  which  requires 
an  increase  of  revenue;  for  instance,  a  magnifi- 
cent scheme  of  internal  improvements,  in  favor  of 
which  a  vote  of  this  House  has  already  been  had; 
and  that  one  of  the  States,  say  New  York,  deter- 
mines on  a  similar  scheme,  as  she  has  done,  also 
requiring  an  increase  of  State  revenue;  is  it  not 
obvious  that  the  burdens  of  the  people  of  that  State 
would  be  rapidly  increased  ?  I  have  alluded  to 
this  scheme  of  internal  improvements  only  by  way 
of  exemplifying  my  ideas.  If,  however,  the  view 
is  extended  to  all  the  powers  which  may  be  exer- 
cised by  each  sovereignty,  requiring  the  expendi- 
ture of  money,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  adoption  of 
but  very  few  of  these  magnificent  schemes  will 
make  the  public  burdens  alarmingly  oppressive, 
and  destructive  of  a  large  share  of  our  comforts. 

The  facility  with  which  this  state  of  things  could 


be  produced,  was  most  distinctly  perceived  by  the 
people  who  authorized  the  formation  of  the  Fede- 
ral Constitution,  and  by  whose  authority  it  was 
put  in  operation.  The  old  Federal  Government 
asked  of^  the  States  the  power  to  impose  a  very 
small  tax  on  commerce.  The  Convention  whicn 
met  to  confer  that  power  produced  the  Federal 
Constitution,  as  the  result  of  their  labors,  and  sub: 
mitted  il  to  the  people  for  their  ratification.  In 
their  examinations  of  this  instrument,  they  could 
but  see  how  injuriously  the  unlimited  power  of 
taxation  therein  conferred  might  be  exercised. 

Gentlemen  can  see,  by  turning  to  the  various 
acts  of  ratification,  how  many  of  the  States,  by 
express  declarations  and  limitations,  attempted  to 
guard  against  the  abuse  of  the  powers  conferred 
upon  the  Federal  Government,  and  to  settle  the 
principles  of  policy  by  which  the  agents  employed 
in  the  administration  of  that  government  should 
be  guided.  These  acts  speak  a  language  that 
cannot  bo  misunderstood ;  and  let  it  De  remem- 
bered that  this  language  is  held  by  the  people  by 
whom  the  Federal  Constitution  was  made  and 
ratified  to  their  servants  thereafter  to  be  appointed 
to  execute  the  purposes  of  it.  It  is  in  these  acts 
that  we  shall  first  discover  the  marks  of  distinction 
between  what  has  since  been  appropriately  de- 
nominated the  ordinary  and  extraordinary  sources 
of  revenue.  By  the  first  was  meant  the  revenue 
derived  from  commerce,  to  which  has  since  been 
added  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and,  by  the 
second,  internal  taxes  in  the  broadest  sense  of  the 
terra.  Here  it  is  that  we  see  the  makers  of  the 
Constitution  declaring  that  "standing  armies  in 
time  of  peace  are  dangerous  to  liberty,"  and  that 
the  defence  of  the  country  shall  rest  upon  the 
militia.  Here,  in  short,  we  shall  see  asserted  and 
dictated,  in  the  plainest  terms,  all  those  principles 
of  economy  and  rules  of  political  conduct  which 
I  am  attempting  to  advocate.  To  read  the  whole 
of  these  ratifications  would  tax  the  patience  of  the 
Committee  more  than  I  wish;  but  I  pray  their  in- 
dulgence in  reading  one  or  two  of  them.  The 
ratification  of  New  York  contains  the  following 
expressions:  "That  the  people  have  a  right  to 
'  keep  and  bear  arms ;  that  a  well  regulated  mili- 
'  tia,  including  the  body  of  the  people  capable  of 
'  bearing  arms,  is  the  proper,  natural,  and  safe 
'  defence  of  a  free  State."  "  That  standing  armies, 
'  in  times  of  peace,  are  dangerous  to  liberty,  and 
'  ought  not  to  be  kept  up,  except  in  cases  of  neces- 

*  .sity,  and  that  at  all  times  the  military  should  be 

*  under  strict  subordination  to  the  civil  power." 
"That  Congress  will  not  lay  direct  taxes  in  this 
'  State,  but  when  moneys  arising  from  the  imposts 
'  and  excise  shall  be  insufficient  for  the  public 
'  exigencie.s,  nor  then,  until  Congress  shall  first 
'  have  made  a  requisition  upon  the  State  to  assess, 
'  levy,  and  pay  the  amount  of  such  requisition," 
&c.*  On  this  last  subject  the  language  of  the  rati- 
fication of  North  Carolina  is  as  follows :  "  When 
'  CongTe.ss  shall  lay  direct  taxes  or  excises,  they 
'  shall  immediately  inform  the  executive  power  of 

*  See  Journal  of  the  Federal  Constitution,   pages 
427,431. 
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*  each  State,"  &c.*  Such,  sir,  was  the  jealousy 
displayed  by  the  people  of  the  States — parties  to 
the  Constitution— in  relation  to  the  subject  of  in- 
ternal taxes.  That  they  intended  that  the  General 
Gorernment  should  rely  only  upon  the  imposts  for 
defraying  the  expenses  in  times  of  peace,  cannot 
adroit  a  doubt.  If,  however,  the  public  exigencies 
if  a  state  of  war,  or  other  extraordinary  circum- 
stance, should  require  it,  then,  and  not  till  then, 
was  resort  to  be  had  to  other  sources  of  revenue, 
so  long  as  the  necessity  should  continue.  What 
was  it,  sir,  but  a  departure  from  those  principles, 
and  some  others  prescribed  in  the  same  impera- 
tive manner,  that  caused  the  people,  at  a  later 
period  in  the  Government,  to  withdraw  their  con- 
fidence from  their  agents  then  in  the  administra- 
tion of  affairs,  and  to  substitute  Mr.  Jefferson  and 
his  friends  in  their  places?  The  mention  of  the 
name  of  this  distinguished  man  leads  me  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  certain  opinions 
of  his  in  corroboration  of  the  ideas  I  have  ad- 
vanced ;  not  because  they  are  his  opinions,  but  be- 
cause they  were  those  ol  the  people  at  that  period. 
They  will  also  be  found  in  the  writings  and 
speeches  of  the  "  conscript  fathers,"  and  the  re- 
ports and  proceedings  of  Congress  of  that  day. 
Mr.  Jefferson's  opinions  were  tnen  considered  as 
the  test  of  political  orthodoxy.  I  am  aware,  sir, 
there  has  since  been  a  considerable  change  in  the 
times,  and  that,  in  this  change,  men  have  not  been 
able  to  preserve  a  uniformity  of  political  visage. 
Bat,  if  his  principles  were  then  founded  in  truth 
and  political  propriety,  they  are  now  equally 
worthy  of  being  adopted  in  practice.  Such  is  cer- 
tainly my  opinion  oi  them,  and,  therefore,  I  shall 
not  relinquish  them.  In  his  inaugural  speech, 
among  other  principles  advanced  by  him,  are  the 
following:    "A  well  disciplined  militia,  our  best 

*  reliance  in  peace,  and  for  the  first  moments  of 

*  war,  till  regulars  may  relieve  them ;  the  supre- 
'  macy  of  the  civil  over  the  military  authority ; 
'  economy  in  the  public  expense,  that  labor  may 
'  be  lightly  burdened ;  the  honest  payment  of  our 

*  debts,  and  sacred  preservation  of  the  public  faith  ; 
'  encouragement  of  agriculture,  and  of  commerce, 
'  as  its  handmaid ;"  (the  word  nanufactiirts  is  not 
to  be  found  m  the  sentence — should  it  hereafter 
creep  in,  I  hope  it  will  be  understood  to  be  an  in- 
terpolation,) ''the  diffusion  of  information,  and 

*  the  arraignment  of  all  abuses  at  the  bar  of  the 

*  public  reason ;  freedom  of  religion — freedom  of 
'  the  press — and  freedom  of  persons  under  the  pro- 

*  tection  of  the  hafjeas  corpus ;  and  trial  by  juries 

*  impartially  selected." 

These  principles  form  the  bright  constellation 
which  has  gone  before  us  and  guided  our  steps 
through  an  age  of  revolution  and  reformation.  The 
wisdom  of  our  sages  and  blood  of  our  heroes  have 
been  devoted  to  their  attainment ;  they  should  be 
the  creed  of  our  political  faith,  the  text  of  civic 
institutions,  the  touchstone  by  which  to  try  the 
services  of  those  we  trust ;  and  should  we  wander 


*  Ibid,  page  444.  Nearly  the  same  language  is  used 
in  the  ratifications  of  Massacbosetts,  New  Hampshire, 
Virginia,  South  Carolina,  and  Rhode  Island. 


from  them  in  moments  of  e»ror  or  of  alarm,  let  us 
hasten  to  retrace  our  steps,  and  to  regain  the  road 
which  alone  leads  to  peace,  liberty,  and  safety. 
How  beautiful  the  style — how  much  more  beauti- 
ful the  principles !  It  would  be  a  speculation  not 
entirely  fruitless  to  compare  our  present  political 
course  with  that  of  the  administration  just  previous 
to  the  delivery  of  this  speech,  and  test  its  correct- 
ness by  the"  touchstone  "  of  these  principles.  Then 
an  army  in  time  of  profound  peace  was  deemed 
proper — so  it  is  now.  Then  an  expensive  navy 
was  to  be  created  and  supported — so  it  is  now. 
Then  a  large  debt  was  not  considered  a  national 
curse — nor  is  it  now.  Then  a  latitudinous  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution  was  the  fashionable 
doctrine — so  it  is  now,  by  more  than  one  solemn 
vote  of  this  House.  Then  a  sedition  law  was 
both  proper  and  Constitutional.*  In  another  branch 
of  the  Legislature  they  have  lately  said  it  was  not 
unconstitutional.  The  comparison  might  be  urged 
much  farther,  but  I  will  not  pursue  it. 

In  his  first  Message  to  Congress,  Mr.  Jefferson 
speaks  the  following  language  : 

"War,  indeed,  and  untoward  events,  may  change 
this  prospect  of  things,  and  call  for  expenses  which 
the  imposts  could  not  meet.  But,  sound  prindpla 
will  not  justify  our  taxing  the  industry  of  our  fellow* 
citizens  to  accumulate  treasure  for  wars  to  happen 
we  know  not  when,  and  which  might  not,  perbapa, 
happen,  but  from  the  temptations  offered  by  that 
treasure. 

"  These  views,  however,  of  reducing  our  burdens, 
are  formed  on  the  expectation  that  a  sensible,  and  at 
the  same  time  a  salutary  redaction,  may  take  place  in 
our  habitual  expenditures.  For  this  purpose  those  of 
the  Civil  Government,  the  Army,  and  Navy,  will  need 
revisal.  When  we  consider  that  this  Government  is 
charged  with  the  external  and  mutual  relations  only 
of  t hese  States ;  that  the  States  themselves  have  the 
principal  care  of  our  persons,  our  property,  and  our 
reputation,  constituting  the  great  field  of  human  con- 
cerns, we  may  well  doubt  whether  our  organization  is 
not  too  complicated,  too  expensive  ;  whether  officers 
and  offices  have  not  been  multiplied  unnecessarily,  and 
sometimes  injuriously  to  the  service  they  were  meant 
to  promote." 

I  beg  pardon  of  the  Committee  for  having  de- 
tained tnem  so  long  by  reading  these  extracts. 
But  really  they  are  .so  applicable  to  the  present 
situation  of  the  nation,  that  they  seem  to  be  ad- 
dressed to  us  with  equal  propriety  as  to  the  Con- 
gress for  whom  they  were  intended.  Yes,  sir,  if 
a  system  of  economy  were  not  recommended  to 
us  oy  its  evident  propriety,  under  the  most  favora- 
ble circumstances,  we  are  now  driven  to  its  adop- 
tion by  the  embarrassments  by  which  we  are  sur- 
rounded. What  is  our  present  condition  ?  What 
is  the  state  of  the  nation  ? 

We  have  an  Array,  which,  with  its  various  ap- 
pendages, is  more  numerous  than  it  ever  was  be- 
fore in  a  time  of  peace. 

We  have  a  Navy,  the  force  and  expense  of 
which  have  almost  quadrupled  in  ten  years. 
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We  have  a  pension  list,  whose  rapid  growth  aud 
extended  length  should  affright  us. 

We  have  a  civil  list  of  constantly  increasing 
expense. 

We  have  a  national  debt  of  $90,000,000,  which, 
to  say  the  least  of  it,  is  not  diminishing,  and  the 
interest  upon  which  requires  more  than  one-fourth 
of  the  estimated  receipts  into  the  Treasury  for  the 
present  year. 

And,  to  crown  the  whole,  for  the  last  and  the 
present  year,  the  annual  revenue  calculated  to  be 
received,  by  official  reports  submitted  to  our  in- 
spection, is  insufficient  to  support  these  establish- 
ments, by  millions  of  dollars. 

However  coolly  some  may  affect  to  view  this 
state  of  things,  to  me  it  presents  a  subject  of  the 
most  lively  interest.  It  is,  at  least,  sufficiently 
gloomy  to  urge  us  to  a  review  of  our  policy,  and  to 
correct  its  errors,  if  any  there  are.  This  is  a  duty 
which  the  nation  expects  us  to  perform,  and  let 
us  not  shrink  from  the  task. 

By  the  reports  from  the  Treasury  Department, 
it  will  be  seen  that,  at  the  last  Congress,  it  was 
calculated  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury  for  the 
year  1820,  exclusive  of  loans,  would  be  somewhere 
about  $22,000,000.  At  the  nresent  session,  with 
more  certain  data  upon  which  to  make  the  calcu- 
lation, it  appears  that  the  estimate  of  the  receipts 
of  the  year  1820  will  but  little  exceed  that  sum, 
inclusive  of  the  loan  of  $3,000,000,  authorized  at 
the  last  session.  The  appropriations  then  made, 
after  very  great  reductions  from  the  estimates, 
were  about  $25,0(X),000 ;  so  that  the  receipts  will 
be  less  than  the  appropriation,  by  a  sum  of  at  least 
$2,600,000.  This  however,  is  not  the  worst  of  the 
evil.  If  you  take  into  consideration  all  the  charges 
upon  the  revenue  of  the  year  1820,  inclusive  of 
the  appropriations  for  that  year,  and  of  the  sums 
appropriated  in  1818  and  1819,  and  which  have 
not  been  paid,  it  appears  that  the  actual  balance 
against  the  Treasury  is  more  than  $4,000,000,  at 
the  end  of  1820. 

By  the  same  reports  it  is  estimated,  that  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  present  year,  (1821,)  from  all  sources 
of  revenue,  will  be  $16,550,000.  Of  this  sum,  we 
are  told  that  at  least  $1,200,000  will  not  he  avail- 
able in  the  course  of  the  year,  on  account  of 
$600,000  in  notes  upon  banks  that  cannot  be  con- 
verted into  current  money,  and  on  account  of 
the  time  it  requires  to  transfer  a  part  of  the  revenue 
received  in  one  part  of  the  country,  to  another, 
where  it  is  to  be  disbursed,  and  which,  it  is  sup- 
posed, will  render  a  further  sum  of  $600,000  un- 
available; so  that  the  sum  estimated  to  \ni  receiv- 
ed into  the  Treasury  will  really  not  be  more  than 
$15,350,000.  By  the  estimates  just  laid  on  our 
table,  it  appears  that  the  amount  of  money  re- 
quired for  the  current  expenses  of  Government  in 
1821,  is  $17,519,068  22,  consisting  in  the  follow- 
ing items,  viz : 

For  the  public  debt     -        -        - 
The  civil  list,  and  miscellaueous 

exenses,  dec.     -        -        -        - 
The  Navy,  inclusive  of  $1,000,000 

a  year  for  its  increase 
The  War  Department 


Unexpended  balances,  not  provid- 
ed for       

Permanent  appropriations   - 


1,875,437  00 
81,975  00 

$17,519,068  22 


$5,477,776  76 

1,769,850  04 

3,428,676  81 
4,585,352  61 


If  to  this  you  add  the  interest  upon  the  contem- 
I^ated  loan  of  $7,000,000,  at  5  per  cent.,  it  will 
swell  the  sum  to  $17,869,068  22,  exceeding  the 
estimated  available  receipts  by  $2,519,068  22. 

If  to  this  you  add  the  estimated  balance  a^inst 
the  Treajsury,  at  the  end  of  the  year  1820,  it  will 
be  seen  that,  in  order  to  effect  all  objects  for  which 
appropriations  have  been  heretofore  made,  and  to 
furnish  what  will  be  required  for  the  service  of 
1821,  a  sum  but  little  short  of  $7,000,000,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  available  estimated  receipts  of  the 
year,  must  be  provided.  It  has  heretofore  been 
usual  to  have  in  the  Treasury  at  least  $1,000,000 
above  all  charges  upon  it,  as  a  contingent  fund, 
which  may  be  required  by  unforeseen  circum- 
stances. If  it  is  conceived  to  be  proper  to  preserve 
this  fund,  then  the  sum  to  be  provided,  above  the 
receipts  of  the  year,  will  be  nearly  $8,000,000. 

In  the  Treasury  documents  frequent  mention  is 
made  of  "  unexpended  balances  of  appropriations.'' 
For  instance,  those  of  the  last  year,  and  which 
are  deducted  from  the  estimates  of  the  present 
year.  In  the  calculation  which  I  have  just  sub- 
mitted, of  the  expenses  of  the  present  year,  I  have 
stated  these  balances  at  $1,875,437,  and  said  that 
they  were  to  be  provided  for,  I  hope  no  gentle- 
man will  be  deceived  in  relation  to  these  "  unex- 
pended balances  of  former  appropriations."  The 
truth  is,  that  their  amount  is  not,  never  has  been, 
and  never  will  be,  in  the  Treasury,  unless  Con- 
gress procure  the  money,  and  put  it  there.  To 
talk,  therefore,  of  deducting  from  the  estimates  of 
the  year  that  which  does  not  exist  in  fact,  is  ab- 
surd. If  you  will  first  borrow  the  amount  of  these 
unexpended  balances,  and  place  it  in  the  Treasu- 
ry, then  you  may  deduct  it  from  the  estimates. 
But  that  will  be  just  the  same  thing  as  taking  no 
notice  at  all  of  them,  and  proceeding  to  provide 
for  the  whole  amount  of  the  suras  estimated  to  be 
necessary  for  the  service  of  the  year.  If  you  hare 
to  borrow  it,  it  is  perfectly  imraaterial  whether 
you  do  it  in  the  shape  of  money  necessary  for  the 
current  expenses  of  the  year,  or  money  necessary 
to  make  good  the  amount  of  appropriations  here- 
tofore made,  but  not  received  into  the  Treasury, 
and  which,  as  it  will  not  be  wanting  to  effect  the 
objects  for  which  the  appropriations  were  made, 
may  be  deducted  from  tne  estimates  of  the  next 
year.  The  thing  is  in  fact  the  same,  althot>gh  it 
may  be  done  under  two  different  names.  The 
whole  mystery,  if  any  there  be,  is  in  not  distin- 
guishing oetween  "unexpended  balances  of  appro- 
priations" and  unexpended  balances  cf  money  ap- 
propriated. In  the  first  instance  the  amount  may 
never  have  been  received,  although  the  appropria- 
tions were  made  upon  the  presumption  that  it 
would  be.  In  the  second,  it  has  been  received, 
but  was  not  wanting  for  the  object  for  which  it 
was  appropriated.  Now,  it  will  be  seen,  from  the 
reports,  that  the  balances  proposed  to  be  deducted 
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from  the  estimates  of  the  money  wanted  for  the 
service  of  the  year,  are  of  appropriations,  and  not 
of  money.  By  casting  our  eyes  upon  the  Treasury 
report  of  the  21st  December,  1820,  it  will  be  per- 
fectly obvious  that  the  amount  of  these  unexpended 
balances  has  never  been  in  the  Treasury.  The 
Secretary  says: 

**Th«t,  of  the  sums  appropriated  for  1820,  and  pre- 
▼ioun  years,  it  is  eatimated  there  will  be  on  the  hooka 
of  the  Treasury,"  (not  in  the  Treasury,)  "on  the 
1st  January,  1821  -         -         -$6,907,619  03 

"  That  there  will  l>e  on  that  day,  in  , 

the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  as  agent 
of  the  War  and  Navy  DepartmenU       927,241  29 

"  That"  (consequently  by  the  addition 
of  these  two  sums)  "  the  whole 
amount  of  unexpended  balances  of 
appropriations"  (not  money)  "  sub- 
ject to  the  disposition  of  the  Execu- 
tive Government,  during  1821,  is  es- 
timated at 

'*That  of  that  sum  there  will  be  re- 
quired to  defray  the  expenses  in- 
curred in  1820,  or  necessary  to  ef- 
fect the  objects  for  which  the  appro- 
phatioiia  were  made 

'*And  that  there  will  remain  unex- 
pended (of  appropriations)  "  and 
not  necersary  to  effect  the  objects 
for  which  the  several  appropriations 
were  made 4,202,200  91" 

In  the  next  page  the  report  proceeds  to  inform  us  that, 
of  the  whole  *'  estimated  receipts  into  the  Treasury 
in  1820,  the  amount  applicable  to  the  fourth  quarter 
of  the  year  ending  the  Slst  of  December,  1820, 
will  be $5,457,830  83 

*'  That  the  payments  made  in  the  4th 
quarter,  and  those  which  are  re- 
quired to  complete  the  service  of 
the  year  1820,  amount,  in  the  ag- 
gregate, to 9,662,295  07" 


7,834,860  32 


-    3,632,659  47 


Leaving  a  balance  against  the  Treas- 
ury, on  the  Ist  January,  1821,  of     $4,204,464  24 


Now,  in  this  sura  of  $9,662,295  07  is  included 
only  such  part  of  the  appropriations  theretofore 
made  as  was  necessary  to  etfect  the  objects  for  \ 
which  they  were  made,  and  consequently  that  the  | 
receipts  into  the  Treasury  will  not  effect  the  ob-  i 
jects  intended  by  a  sum  of  $4,204,464  24,  although  i 
It  is  ascertained  that  these  objects  can  be  effected 
with  a  sum  of  $4,202,200  less  than  was  estimated  ! 
for  them.     Had  the  whole  amount  appropriated  , 
been  wanted  to  effect  these  objects,  the  balance 
against  the  Treasury,  instead  of  being  what  it  is,  | 
would  have  been  $8,406,664  24.     That  I  am  right  i 
in  this  conclusion,  will  be  evident  from  the  expla- 
nation given  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
For,  he  says,  "  to  avoid  complexity,  the  suras  ne- 
'  cessary  to  complete  the  service  of  the  year  1820, 
'  or  to  efiect  the  objects  for  which  the  several  ap^ 

*  propriations  were  raade,  are  in  the  above  slate- 
'  ment  (which  I  have  just  referred  to)  considered 
'  a  charge  upon  the  Treasury  during  the  fourth 
'  quarter  of  the  year,  although  it  is  probable  that 

*  a  portion  of  these  suras  may  not  be  drawn  until 


*  late  in  the  ensuing  year,  and,  possibly,  a  small 
'  part  not  before  182i2.  In  the  annual  report  (that 
'  of  1st  December,  1820)  no  sum  was  charged  upon 
'  the  fourth  quarter  but  what  was  understood 
'  would  be  drawn ;"  thus  accounting  for  the  vast 
difference  between  the  charge  on  the  fourth  quar- 
ter, as  represented  in  the  two  reports.  The  truth 
is,  that  the  payments  for  many  objects  are  often 
not  made  for  two  years  after  the  appropriation  is 
passed,  from  a  failure  to  settle  accounts,  and  many 
other  causes  easy  to  be  conceived. 

Thus,  then,  it  appears  that  within  three  years 
past  the  appropriations  for  the  expenses  of  the 
Grovernment  have  exceeded  the  estimated  receipts 
into  the  Treasury  more  than  $8,000,000  ;  that  the 
amount  of  these  required  to  complete  the  objects 
intended  has  exceeded  them  more  than  $4,000,000; 
and,  according  to  the  various  estimates  laid  before 
us,  that  the  sum  required  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1821  (exclusive  of  the  payment  of  any  part 
of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt)  will  exceed  the 
estimated  receipts  of  that  year  more  than  $2,5(X),- 
000.  Who  can  view  this  state  of  things  with  in- 
difference, unless  he  is  prepared  to  impose  new 
burdens  on  the  hand  of  labor,  and  thus  create  new 
sources  of  revenue  ?  To  this,  however,  we  must 
come,  unless  we  "  retrace  our  steps,"  and  more 
especially  if  we  adhere  to  the  pledge  which,  by  a 
statement  made  by  a  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina (Mr.  Lowndes)  at  the  last  session,  the  Gov- 
ernment seems  to  have  made,  with  itself  if  not 
with  the  public  creditors,  and  which  I  highly  ap- 
prove, to  wit:  that  its  receipts  should  exceed  its 
expenses  in  each  year,  by  a  sum  equal  to  the 
amount  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  which  is  now  $10,- 
000,000.  To  release  the  Treasury  from  its  present 
embarrassments,  and  to  guard  against  their  recur- 
rence, we  must  now  resort  to  one  of  three  methods. 
1st.  We  must  impose  new  taxes,  in  some  shape, 
to  the  amount  required  ;  or,  2d.  We  must  add  to 
the  national  debt ;  or,  3d.  We  must  retrench  in 
our  expenses,  by  reducmg  our  establishments  to 
the  lowest  state  that  the  public  safety  will  possibly 
admit.  To  the  first,  in  a  time  of  profound  peace, 
I  am  decidedly  opposed.  Internal  taxes  are  suffi- 
ciently oppressive  and  vexatious  at  any  time.  I 
cannot  forget,  what  I  think  is  evident,  that  this 
nation  ever  has  considered  them  as  reserved  for 
extraordinary  occasions.  To  the  second  I  am 
equally  hostile.  Mr.  Jefferson  has  aptly  called  a 
national  debt  a  "mortal  canker.-'  To  me,  there 
has  always  been  something  highly  objectionable, 
if  not  immoral,  in  the  idea  of  burdening  our  pos- 
terity, for  the  support  of  our  extravagances.  The 
following  remarks  of  Mr.  Jefferson  are  so  admirable 
that  I  cannot  forbear  subjoining  them  : 

"  When,  merely  by  avoiding  false  objects  of  expense, 
we  are  able,  without  a  direct  tax,  without  internal 
taxes,  and  without  borrowing,  to  make  large  and  ef- 
fectual payments  towards  the  discbarge  of  our  public 
debt,  and  the  emancipation  of  our  posterity  from  that 
mortal  canker,  it  is  an  encouragement,  fellow-citizens, 
of  the  highest  order  to  proceed,  as  we  have  begun,  in 
substituting  economy  for  taxation,  and  in  pursuing 
what  ia  useful  for  a  nation  placed  as  we  are,  rather 
than   what  is  practised  by  others  under  different  cir- 


Jamcart,  1821. 


Rechkiion  of  Erpenditum. 


H.  OP  R. 


camstances.  And  whensoever  we  are  deatined  to 
meet  wants  which  shall  call  forth  the  energiea  of  our 
countrymen,  we  have  the  firmest  reliance  on  those 
energies,  and  the  comfort  of  leaving  for  calls  like  those 
the  extraordinary  resources  of  loans  and  internal  taxes. 
In  the  mean  time,  by  payment  of  the  principal  of  our 
debt,  we  are  liberating  annually  portions  of  the  exter- 
nal taxes,  and  forming  from  them  a  growing  fund  still 
further  to  lessen  the  necessity  of  recurring  to  extraor- 
dinary resources." — Message  of  15/A  December,  1802. 

My  plan,  therefore,  is  one  of  radical  retrench- 
ments, to  the  full  extent,  if  possible,  of  the  annual 
deficiency.  If,  however,  good  policy  should  say 
that  these  cannot  be  made,  I  will  consent  to  unite, 
with  such  as  can  be,  a  loan  of  an  amount  necessary 
to  answer  the  national  wants.  But  the  pruning 
knife  must  first  be  applied,  and  that  effectually. 
My  present  impression  is,  and  1  hope  I  shall  be  able 
to  show  it,  that  three  millions,  at  least,  may  be  lopped 
off  the  annual  expenses  of  the  Government,  with- 
out danger ;  and  I  now  declare,  that,  unless  such 
reductions  are  made,  I  will  not  vote  for  one  cent 
of  taxes  or  loans. 

It  may  perhaps  be  urged  that  I  have  given  too 
gloomy  a  picture  of  the  condition  of  the  finances. 
But  let  it  be  remembered  that  I  have  done  it  upon 
the  official  documents.  Let  it  not  be  said  that  the 
calculation  contained  in  these  documents  make 
matters  worse  than  they  are,  and  that  the  receipts 
of  the  present  year  (1821)  will  be  greater  than  is 
estimated.  Last  Winter  we  were  misled  by  sim- 
ilar suggestions,  and  most  sincerely  have  we  been 
punished  for  our  folly  in  giving  credit  to  them. 
Had  we  then  made  the  reductions  which  I  now 

Eropose,  how  much  better  would  our  situation  have 
een.  That  the  revenue  will  improve  from  the 
present  sources,  I  have  no  doubt,  but  not  in  the 
present  year.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  data  upon 
which  the  Treasury  calculations  have  been  made 
are  given  to  us.  Upon  these  data,  no  doubt,  the 
estimates  have  been  as  favorable  for  the  Treas- 
ury as  they  could  be  made.  Estimates  must  al- 
ways be  attended  with  some  degree  of  uncertainty  ; 
for,  to  make  them  correspond  certainly  with  the 
receipts  would  require  a  degree  of  sagacity  little 
short  of  a  prophetic  spirit.  The  receipts  are  some- 
times above,  but  more  frequently  under  the  esti- 
mate?. Last  year,  (1821,)  it  would  seem,  they 
were  two  millions  less.  That  they  will  consid- 
erably increase  in  1822-3-4, 1  believe  ;  but  I  think 
itdemonstrablethat  the  increase  will  not  be  greater 
than  will  enable  the  Government,  within  those 
years,  to  relieve  itself  from  the  loans  incurred  in 
the  last  and  present  year,  and  to  leave  the  Sinkiiig 
Fund  to  operate  upon  the  war  debt  which  will 
then  become  due. 

My  plan,  then,  is,  that  the  expenses  shall  be  re- 
duced three  millions  at  least,  which  I  think  cannot 
be  done  without  greatly  reducing  the  existing  es- 
tablishments ;  that,  if  there  should  yet  be  a  defi- 
ciency, it  shall  be  supplied  by  a  loan,  redeemable 
at  will.  Upon  what  terms  a  can  be  effected,  I 
cannot  speak  with  certainty;  but,  frotn  in  formation 
I  have  lately  received  from  the  principal  commer- 
cial cities,  I  am  so  strongly  under  the  impression 
that  it  can  be  effected  at  five  per  cent,  redeemable 


at  will  for  a  certain  number  of  years,  (say  five, 
within  which,  that  uncertainty  concerning  the 
investment  of  capital  now  apparent  in  the  trading 
world  will  probaoly  have  ceased,)  and  afterwards 
at  the  will  of  the  lenders,  that  I  would  be  willing 
to  incur  the  responsibility  of  effecting  it  on  those 
terms. 

Let  us  then,  see,  in  the  first  place,  whether  the 
reductions  proposed  can  be  made  without  detriment 
to  the  public  safety.  In  doing  this,  let  it  be  re- 
membered that  we  are  at  peace  with  the  whole 
world  ;  that  the  principal  difficulty  in  our  foreign 
relations  (I  allude  to  the  Florida  Treaty  and  our 
affairs  with  Spain)  is  upon  the  point  of^^ amicable 
settlement,  according  to  the  most  undoubted  ac- 
counts ;  and,  therefore,  that  we  need  entertain  no 
fears  of  a  rupture  with  any  foreign  Power;  and 
there  is  as  little  cause  of  fear  from  our  "savage 
neighbors." 

In  looking  into  the  civil  list,  I  am  obliged  to  con- 
fess that  I  hud  myself  too  ignorant^f  its  details  to 
analyize  it  very  scrupulously.  Such  has  been  my 
situation,  that  I  have  never  had  an  opportunity  of 
examining  it  with  attention,  so  as  to  detect  its 
most  useless  and  expensive  parts.  The  first  part 
of  it  which  presents  itself  for  examination  is  the 
expense  of  the  Legislature.  Upon  the  subject  of 
the  compensation  of  members  of  Congress,  my 
opinions  have  been  long  known.  I  have  never 
attempted  to  disguise  them.  I  think  now  as  I 
thought  three  years  ago,  that  they  are  worse  paid 
than  any  other  public  servants;  that,  if  you  wish 
Congress  to  be  intelligent  and  independent,  you 
must  make  a  seat  there  sufficiently  lucrative  to 
place  him  who  fills  it  above  the  reach  of  improper 
influence  by  more  profitable  stations ;  that  the 
compensation  should  be  such  as  to  make  a  seat 
more  desirable  than  most  other  offices.  Since 
the  war,  the  compensation  of  many  of  the  offi- 
cers has  been  increased  upon  the  avowed  and 
proper  ground  of  the  depreciation  of  the  currency 
of  the  country.  In  my  opinion  the  pay  of  Con- 
gress has  never  been  properly  proportioned  to  that 
of  other  public  servants.  Three  years  ago  I  was 
favorable  to  such  proportion.  Congress,  however, 
although  it  determined  upon  increasing  it,  on  ac- 
count of  the  depreciation  of  the  currency,  fixed 
upon  eight  dollars  a  day  as  bearing  a  proper  pro- 
portion to  other  public  salaries.  Well,  sir,  money 
has  appreciated.  Three  dollars  now  will  purchase 
as  many  or  more  necessaries  and  comforts  as  four 
would  then.  If  depreciation  of  currency  was  a 
good  cause  for  an  increase  of  salaries,  (and  I  ad- 
mit it  was,)  appreciation  is  an  equally  good  cause 
for  their  diminution.  I  shall  therefore  vote  to 
diminish  all  that  have  been  increased.  »If  this 
should  be  done,  can  there  can  be  any  good  reason 
why,  for  similar  causes,  we  should  not  reduce  our 
own  compensation  ?  I  think  not.  Therefore,  in 
case  other  salaries  are  reduced,  I  shall  vote  to 
reduce  the  pay  of  Congress.  By  a  reduction  of 
all  salaries,  and  the  pay  of  Congress,  at  the  rate 
of  twenty  per  cent.  I  have  calculated  a  saving  to 
the  Treasury  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  at  least. 

From  a  report  laid  on  our  tables  from  the  Trea- 
sury Department,  it  would  seem  that  by  abolishing 
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certain  offices  in  the  collection  of  the  customs, 
there  can  be  a  saving  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars.     In  the  organization  of  the  Departments 
in  this  city,  I  thinl  a  considerable  one  could  be 
made.     There  is  now  juch  a  degree  of  complexity 
under  the  present  organization  that  one  had  as 
well  attempt  to  penetrate  the  celebrated  labyrinth 
of  the  days  of  fable  as  to  understand  the  connexion 
of  the  various  offices  in  the  several  Departments 
with  each  other.     We  know  that  the  difficulty  of 
bringing   to  a  speedy  adjustment  the  numerous 
accounts  of -the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  pub- 
lic money,  in  the  late  war,  afforded  cause  for  the 
creation  of  many  new  offices.  They  have  now  been 
in  operation  for  four  or  five  years  ;  and  it  would 
seem  to  me  that,  if  the  officers  have  done  their 
duty,  there  can  be  no  good  reason  to  continue 
them.     This  load  of  business  must,  or  ought  to 
have  been  despatched.     Could  not  the  public  ac- 
counts be  now  managed  by  three  auditors  and  one 
comptroller?  *We  have  an  officer  called  a  Pay- 
master Oeneral.     Of  what  use  is  he  ?     I  have  un- 
derstood that,  since  the  death  of  the  late  incum- 
bent, (who,  it  would  seem,  died  greatly  in  arrears,) 
no  money  is  placed  in  his  hands.     For  aught  that 
I  can  discover,  his  business  is  merely  to  make  out 
estimates  of  pay,  and  correspond  with  the  district 
paymasters ;  and  this  any  clerk  could  do,  who  un- 
derstands the  common  rules  of  arithmetic.    Nearly 
the  same  observations  may  be  made  about  one  or 
both  of  the  commissaries.     A  clerk  of  common 
talents  would  be  able  to  discharge  their  duties  in 
examining  proposals  and  making  contracts,  which 
at  last  must  undergo  the  revision  of  the  head  of 
the  Department.     Then  the  Surgeon  and  Apothe- 
cary Generals  ;  their  duties  cannot  be  so  consider- 
able as  that  one  or  both  cannot  be  dispensed  with. 
In  time  of  peace,  I  should  suppose  each  regimen- 
tal surgeon  would  be  able,  if  you  will  furnish  him 
the  money,  to  purchase  the  necessary  medicines 
and  instruments  for  that  portion  of  the  array  whose 
health  is  intrusted  to  his  care.     At  least,  I  think, 
one  of  them  can  be  abolished.     We  have  also  a 
Postmaster  General,  and  two  assistant  Postmasters 
General.     The  usefulnsss  of  the  two  assistants  I 
cannot  discover.     What  duties  have  they  to  per- 
form that  an  intelligent  clerk  could  not,  and,  in- 
deed, does  not  now  discharge?     The  retention  of 
them  is  better  calculated  to  destroy  all  responsi- 
bility than  for  any  other  purpose.     Who  now  un- 
derstands the  situation  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment ?    I  venture  to  say,  tio  one.     Place  the  whole 
responsibility  upon  one  man,  and  then  you  will  be 
enabled  to  unravel  all  its  secrets,  if  any  there  are. 

Among  other  things,  I  cannot  forbear  to  mention 
the  host  of  clerks  employed  in  the  various  public 
offices  in  this  city.  I  had  made,  at  one  lime,  a 
calculation  of  their  number  and  cost,  but  I  have 
mislaid  my  memorandum.  I  think,  however,  that, 
giving  them  aa  average  salary  of  twelve  hundred 
dollars  each,  Hie  sum  total  of  their  salaries  is  not 
short  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  What- 
ever necessity  there  may  have  been  for  such  a 
nusiber  heretofore,  that  necessity  cannot  now  exist 
if  they  kave  done  their  duty  ;  and,  if  they  have  not,  i 
they  should  be  discharged  on  that  account. 


On  the  subject  of  miscellaneous  expenditures,  I 

can  say  but  little.    1  have  no  doubt,  however,  that 

there  could  be  retrenchments  to  some  extent ;  the 

;  wisdom  of  a  committee  would  discover  wherein. 

'  On  the  whole,  my  firm  impression  is,  that  in  the 

j  civil  and  miscellaneous  list,  by  a  new  modification 

of  the  offices,  by  the  abolition  of  others,  and  by 

I  reasonable  reductions  in  the  salaries  of  those  re- 

i  tained,  and  by  adopting  all  practicable  means  of 

retrenchment,  there  can  be  an  annual  saving  of  at 

*  least  S230,000. 

I  now  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to 
the  Army.  It  has  not  escaped  their  attention  that, 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  a  resolution  was 
adopted  in  this  House  in  the  following  words,  viz : 
"  Ruo/vtd,  That  the  SecreUry  of  War  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  House,  at  the  comrnencenient  of  the 
next  session  of  Congress,  a  plan  for  the  reduction  of 
the  Army  to  six  thousand  non-commissioned  officers, 
musicians,  and  privates,  and  including  such  reduction 
of  the  general  staff  as  may  be  required  by  the  state  of 
the  Army  as  is  herein  proposed,  and  preserving  such 
parts  of  the  corps  of  engineers  as,  in  his  opinion,  with- 
out regard  to  that  number,  it  may  be  for  the  public 
interest  to  retain;  and,  also,  what  saving  of  the  public 
revenue  will  l)e  produced  by  such  an  arrangement  of 
the  Array  as  he  may  propose  in  conformity  with  this 
,  resolution." 

One  of  the  resolutions  1  have  proposed,  is  to  ex- 
ecute the  principle  of  reduction  contained  in  the 
one  I  have  just  read.  The  Secretary  of  War  has 
submitted  a  plan  conforming  to  this  requisition  in 
every  thing  but  one,  and  that  is,  I  cannot  see  in  it 
any  thing  like  "a  reduction  of  the  general  staflP' 
as  the  reduced  state  of  the  Army  might  require. 
It  is  far  from  my  intention  to  examine  this  report 
in  detail;  I  have  no  inclination  for  such  a  task. 
Differing  widely,  as  I  do,  with  the  report,  in  many 
of  its  principles,  I  yet  agree  that  it  is  the  ablest, 
most  ino^nious,  and,  upon  the  whole,  the  best  de- 
fence of  a  standing  army  in  time  of  peace  which 
I  have  seen  in  print  since  the  commencement  of 
Mr.  Adams's  administration  to  the  present  day. 
To  that  part  of  it  wherein  I  differ  with  its  author 
in  principle,  there  is  an  answer  prepared  to  my 
hand,  by  one  whose  profound  views  of  national 
policy  will  be  admitted  by  all  republicans,  and 
upon  which  I  can  more  safely  rely,  because  it  has 
been  sanctioned  bv  the  voice  o!  the  nation.  It 
will  be  found  in  Mr.  Jefferson's  first  Message  to 
Congress.  "A  statement,"  says  he,  "has  been 
'  formed  by  the  Secretary  at  War,  on  mature  con- 
'  sideration,  of  all  the  posts  and  stations  where 
'  garrisons  will  be  expedient,  and  of  the  number  of 
'  men  requisite  for  each  garrison."  (I  wish  we 
had  been  furnished  with  a  similar  document.) 
"  The  whole  amount  is  considerably  short  of  the 
'  present  "Military  Establishment.  For  the  surplus 
'  no  particular  use  can  be  pointed  out.  For  de- 
'  fence  against  invasion,  their  number  is  as  noth- 
'  ing;  nor  is  it  considered  needful  or  safe,  that  a 
'  standing  army  should  be  kept  up  in  time  of  peace 

*  for  that  purpose.    Uncertain  as  we  must  ever  be, 

*  of  the  particular  point   in   our  circumference, 

*  where  an  enemy  may  choose  to  invade  us,  the 

*  only  force  which  can  be  ready  at  every  point  and 
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*  competent  to  oppose  them,  is  the  body  of  neigh-  ' 
'  boring  citizens,  as  formed  into  a  militia.     On 

*■  these,  collected  from  the  parts  most  convenient, 
'  in  numbers  proportioned  to  the  invading  force,  it 
'  is  best  to  rely,  not  only  to  meet  the  first  attack, 
'  but,  if  it  threatens  to  be  permanent,  to  maintain 
'  the  defence  until  regulars  may  be  engaged  to  re- 
'  lieve  them.  These  considerations  render  it  im- , 
'  portant  that  we  should,  at  every  session,  continue 
'  to  amend  the  defects  which  from  time  to  time 
'  show  themselves  in  the  laws  for  regulating  the 
'militia,  until  they  are  sufficiently  perfect;  nor 

*  should  we  now,  or  at  any  time,  separate  until  we 
'  can  say  we  have  done  every  thing  for  the  militia 
'  which  we  could  do,  were  an  enemy  at  our  door." 

An  attempt  to  enlarge  upon  this  extract  would 
hardly  be  pardoned  by  the  Committee.  It  requires 
none.  To  all  the  arguments  contained  in  the  re- 
port of  the  War  Department,  either  in  favor  of  a 
standing  army,  or  against  the  efficiency  of  the 
militia  lor  the  defence  of  the  country,  I  am  content 
to  plead  this  extract  as  a  set-off,  and  have  no 
doubt  but  that  public  opinion  will  award  me  judg- 
ment for  a  balance. 

Afi  to  the  extent  and  particular  manner  of  re- 
ducing the  Army,  I  shall  now  say  but  little,  having 
been  anticipated  by  the  bill  reported  by  the  Mili- 
tary Committee,  many  of  whom  I  know  possess  so 
much  more  knowledge  upon  the  subject  than  I  do, 
that  1  willingly  leave  this  branch  of  the  discus- 
sion in  their  hands.  I  will  simply  observe,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  myself  understood  in  a  calcula- 
tion I  am  about  to  present  of  the  saving  to  be  made 
by  the  proposed  reduction,  that  I  am  decidedly  in 
favor  ot  reducing  the  officers  proportionably  with 
the  privates  of  the  Army.  I  can  see  no  utility  in 
an  army  of  officers.  To  the  idea  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  that  it  will  be  proper  to  retain  the  whole 
body  of  the  officers,  better  to  preserve  a  knowledge 
of  the  science  of  war,  I  cannot  subscribe.  Could 
you  retain  them  for  fifty  years,  on  a  peace  estab- 
lishment, they  would  be  no  wiser  in  the  science  of 
war,  at  the  end  of  that  term,  than  they  now  are. 

In  inquiring  into  the  present  numerical  force  of 
the  Army,  I  find  it  will  not  do  to  examine  the 
official  reports  of  its  strength.  I  have  made  the 
inquiry  from  the  estimates  of  appropriations  re- 
quired for  its  support  in  the  last  year.  Could  I 
have  seen  the  estimates  of  the  present  year  at  an 
earlier  period,  I  would  have  made  it  from  them.  I 
presume  they  are  not  essentially  different.  From 
the  estimates  of  1620,  I  find  the  sum  total  of  ail 
the  persons  for  whom  pay  is  asked,  including  offi- 
cers, .servants,  and  privates,  of  every  grade  and  de- 
scription, to  be  near  14,CK)0.  But  let  us  say  13,500. 
I  find  the  amount  of  the  appropriations  estimated 
for  the  support  of  these  under  tne  following  heads, 
viz :  pay,  subsistence,  forage,  clothing,  bounties, 
and  premiums,  medical  and  hospital  department, 
quartermaster's  department,  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Army,  and  retained  bounties,  if  I  have  added 
them  correctly,  to  have  been  53,380,614.  Then  1 
have  said  as  10,000,  the  present  rank  and  file,  is  to 
13,500,  (the  whole  number  requiring  pay,)  so  will 
6,000  rank  and  file  be  to  8,100,  the  whole  number 
requiring  pay  after  the  reduction.    Then,  again, 


as  13,500,  the  present  number,  is  to  ^,380,614,  the 
estimated  expense,  so  will  be  8,100,  the  number 
after  reduction,  to  $2,028,368,  their  estimated  ex- 
pense, which  deducted  from  $3,380,614,  will  pro- 
duce a  saving  of  $1,352,264* 

The  8um  estimated  for  fortifications  this  year  is 
$800,000.  In  saying  that  one-half  of  this  sum  can 
be  withheld,  I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  understood  that 
I  am  opposed  to  the  erection  of  fortifications.  I 
am  simply  for  procrastinating  their  erection  durmg 
the  preseut  pressure  upon  the  Treasury.  To  com- 
mence without  finishing  them  would  be  wrong. 
But  where  is  the  necessity  of  hurrying  their  com- 
pletion ?  Why  not  proceed  more  leisurely  in  the 
work  ?  Are  we  in  danger  of  a  war  ?  Is  tnere  any 
fear  of  an  invasion  requiring  them  for  immediate 
use  ?  We  know  there  is  not  in  all  human  proba* 
bility.  Need  we,  then,  involve  ourselves  in  debt 
to  finish  them  ?  I  think  not.  No  danger  can  re- 
sult from  proceeding  more  slowly.  Those  com- 
menced cannot  fly  away,  and  the  materials  are  not 
of  a  description  that  are  likely  to  perish.  It  they 
were,  they  would  be  unfit  for  fortifications.  Should 
our  means  increa.se,  I  shall  be  willing  to  recom- 
mence more  rapid  operations. 

There  is  one  expense  in  which  I  think  a  con- 
siderable retrenchment  can  be  made,  not  included 
;  in  any  specific  resolution  submitted  by  me.  I  al- 
I  lude  to  the  Revolutionary  pensions.  I  feel  that  I 
iam  walking  on  ticklish  ground.  This  is  a  sub- 
ject as  fruitful  of  fioe  speeches  as  any  that  was 
ever  presented  before  Congress.  It  is  not  my  in- 
tention to  move  a  repeal  of  the  law,  but  merely 
to  reduce  the  annual  amount.  It  will  be  recol- 
lected, that  at  the  session,  when  the  law  on  this 
subject  was  passed,  the  currency  of  the  9ountry 
was  at  a  very  low  state  of  depreciation.  I  have 
no  doubt  this  circumstance  had  a  principal  influ- 
ence in  fixing  the  allowance  to  each  private  at 
eight  dollars  per  month.  I  think  it  can  be  fairly 
reduced,  without  any  charge  of  injustice,  to  five 
dollars  per  month,  with  which  as  many  necessa- 
ries and  comforts  can  now  be  procured  as  with 
eight  dollars  per  month,  when  the  law  was  passed. 
An  additional  reason  for  such  a  reduction  will  be 
found  in  this,  that,  in  most  cases,  the  allowance 
to  invalid  pensioners,  the  wounded  soldiers,  is  but 
about  five  dollars  per  month.  In  some  cases  I 
know  it  is  higher,  according  to  the  degree  of  disa- 
bility. The  proposed  reduction  will  make  an  an- 
nual saving  of  more  than  $300,000. 

In  the  Ordnance  department,  I  apprehend,  some 
saving  could  be  made,  but  I  know  not  to  what 
extent. 

In  noticing  the  retrenchments  proposed  in  the 
Naval  Establishment,  I  shall  not  dwell  long. 
Here,  too,  I  am  in  a  great  measure  anticipated.  I 
wish  it  clearly  to  be  understood  that  I  am  no  ene- 
my of  the  Navy.  Whatever  might  have  been  my 
opinion  when  the  building  of  the  Navy  was  com- 
menced, I  now  think  there  would  be  extreme  folly 
in  building  ships  of  war  to  sell  them,  or  let  them 
rot.  As  we  have  them,  let  us  take  care  of  them. 
I  do  not  oppose  its  gradual  increase  ;  but  I  think 
we  are  increasing  faster  than  necessary.  We  have 
now  no  use  for  it.    Let  us  increase,  but  more 
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slowly.  Instead  of  applying  $1,000,000  annually, 
let  us  apply  only  $500,000,  and  extend  the  term 
within  which  all  the  intended  irfcrease  shall  be 
made.  The  Treasury  will  be  relieved  ;  there  is 
no  fear  that  the  materials  collected  will  be  lost, 
and  the  public  service  does  not  require  expedition 
in  the  work.  I  am  happy  to  learn  that  the  Naval 
Committee  agree  with  me  on  this  subject,  and  I 
see  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Navy  Board,  with  a  candor  and  mag- 
nanimity that  do  them  honor,  have  expressed 
themselves  not  unfavorable  to  the  measure. 

From  the  estimates,  I  see  it  is  proposed  to  keep 
in  service,  during  the  present  year,  about  3,000 
able  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and  boys.  It  is 
worthy  of  remark  that,  in  this  country,  Congress 
have  no  other  check  upon  the  number  of  seamen 
to  be  employed  than  what  may  be  exercised  in 
withholding  the  appropriations.  In  England,  I 
believe  the  number  is  always  settled  by  a  solemn 
vote  of  Parliament.  We  limit  by  law  the  num- 
ber of  soldiers,  but  not  of  seamen.  I  do  not  per- 
ceive the  necessity  of  keeping  in  service  a  number 
so  large.  Our  vessels  of  war  are  to  be  found  in 
the  Nlediterranean  sea,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  in 
the  Indian  seas,  in  the  Pacific  ocean,  in  the  West 
Indies — scattered  almost  over  the  world,  under  the 
plea  of  protecting  commerce  and  suppresj^ing  the 
slave  trade.  I  apprehend  the  expense  of  their 
maintenance  is  nearly  equal  to  the  commerce  pro- 
tected. By  thi.5  time  the  Algerines  must  be  suffi- 
ciently intimidated,  and  all  the  pirates  and  slave- 
traders  are  either  captured  or  driven  off  the  ocean, 
so  that  we  might  safely  reduce  the  naval  force 
now  in  active  service  one-half  for  two  or  three 
years,  within  which,  it  is  hardly  probable  they 
would  renew  their  depredations.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
we  shall  then  be  in  a  better  financial  condition. 
I  propose  this  as  a  mere  temporary  measure,  to  be 
continued  only  until  the  Treasury  is  better  tilled. 
My  calculation  is,  that,  by  so  doing,  a  further 
present  annual  saving  can  oe  made  of  §500,000. 
The  estimated  expense  of  the  Navy  for  the  year 
1821,  (exclusive  of  the  81,000,000  per  annum,  and 
the  expenses  of  the  Marine  corps)  is  §2,207,740. 

Should  the  Committee  think  the  proposed  plan 
worthy  of  adoption,  I  have  calculated  that  the 
sum  total  of  reductions  will  be  §3,230,000,  or,  in 
round  numbers,  let  us  say  §3,000,000,*  in  the  an- 
nual expenses  of  Government.  Let  it  not  be 
supposed  that  I  think  this  saving  can  be  made  in 
the  year  1821.  I  think  no  such  thing.  Time 
will  elapse  before  we  can  pass  the  laws,  and  more, 


*  To  wit,  in  round  numben : 
In  the  ciril  and  miscelliineous  list     - 
The  expenses  of  the  Army 
Fortifications  and  orJnance 
Revolutionary  pensions    -         .         . 
The  appropriation  for  increase  of  Navy 
Expenses  of  the  Navy     - 


$230,000 
1,300,000 
400,000 
300,000 
.500,000 
500,000 

$3,230,000 


In  some  of  these  items  the  saving  would  be  proba- 
bly more,  in  others  less. 


[  before  the  arrangements  can  be  made  to  carry 

'  them  into  execution;  advances  may  be  made  to 

I  the  soldiers,  seamen,  and  officers,  discharged,  and 

i  the  very  changes  in  the  establishment  will  create 

!  some  expense;  so  that,  probably  the  saving  for 

this  year  will  not  be  greater  than*  §1,000,000  or 

§1,500,000.     But,  in   1822  and   1823,  it  will  be 

fully  equal   to   the  sum   proposed,  if  no  change 

takes  place  in  our  foreign  affairs,  which  is  be- 

'  lieved.     But,  whatever  savino   is   made   in   this 

,  year  will  lessen  the  proposed  loan  to  the  amount 

of  the  saving. 

My  object,  in  conclusion  of  my  remarks,  is,  to 
show  what  will  be  the  result  insured  by  the  pro- 
posed reductions  until  the  year  1825.  As  I  have 
said,  I  cannot  belitve  the  receipts  in  the  Treasury 
in  1821  will  exceed  the  estimate  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  The  average  receipts  for  the 
next  four  years  he  calculates  at  §20,000,000.  I 
wish  it  may  be  so.  I  shall  make  considerable  al- 
lowances, so  as  to  be  upon  more  certain  grounds 
to  accomplish  the  objects  I  have  in  view, (beyond 
the  introduction  of  greater  economy  in  the  ex- 
penses of  Government,)  which  are,  to  pay  off  the 
debt  incurred  in  the  expenses  of  the  last  and  pres- 
ent year,  before  the  war  debt  becomes  due,  so  as 
to  leave  the  Sinking  Fund  unencumbered,  to  ope- 
rate with  its  full  force  upon  that  debt.  I  therefore 
have  proceeded  upon  the  calculation,  that  the  re- 
ceipts into  the  Treasury  in  the  year  1821,  inclu- 
sive of  a  loan  of  §6,000,000,  (all  that  is  necessary,) 
will  amount  to  §21,350,000.  That  the  expenses 
of  that  year,  reduced  only  §1,000,000,  (when  pro- 
bably it  will  be  §1,500,000,  if  the  whole  of  the 
retrenchments  are  adopted,)  will  be  about  §21,- 
000,000,  leaving  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  Treas- 
ury. That,  in  1S22,  the  receipts  of  available  funds 
will  be  §17,000,000,  being  (exclusive  of  loans) 
§2,650,000  more  than  in  1821. 

That,  in  1823,  they  will  be  §19,000,000,  and  in 
1824,  they  will  be  §21,000,0(X) ;  that,  with  these 
funds,  altta-  making  reductions  to  the  amount  of 
§3,000,000  per  annum  upon  their  estimated  amount 
of  this  year,  we  cannot  do  more  than  pay  the  ex- 
penses of  Government,  the  interest  upon  the  old 
debt,  and  redeem  the  money  borrowed  in  the  last 
and  the  present  year,  by  the  end  of  the  year  1824, 
(at  which  time  the  war  debt  becomes  due.)  and 
yet  leave  in  the  Treasury  such  an  unappropriated 
amount  as  ought  always  to  be  there ;  that,  if  you 
do  not  reduce  at  all  after  the  end  of  this  year,  you 
may,  to  be  sure,  bear  the  expenses  of  Government, 
but  your  debt  will  then  be  increased  to  more  than 
§96,000,000.  It  would  seem  to  me  that  such  re- 
sults must  compel  us  to  adopt  some  measures 
similar  to  those  I  have  proposed. 

The  calculations  whence  these  conclusions  are 
drawn  are  subjoined  : 

The  expenses  of  the  year  1821  will  be  as  follows  : 
Balance  against  the  Treasury,  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1821,  as  stated   in  the  Treasury  report  of  the  21st 
of  December,  1820        -         -         -    $4,204,464  24 
For  the  principal  and  interest  of  pub- 
lic debt 6,477,776  76 

Other  current  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment, consisting  of  the  following 
items,  vii  t  , 
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Civil  and  miscellaneous  $1,769,850  04 
Navy,    including    the 

$1,000,000    for    iU 

gradual  increase 
War  Department 
Unexpended  balances, 

to  be  provided  for    - 
Interest  on  $6,000,000, 

to  be  borrowed  at  5 

per  c^nt. 


3,428,676  81 
4,585,352  61 

1,675,437  00 
300,000  00 


12,341,271  46 
Deduct    amount    sup- 
posed to  be  saved  in 
1821,    by    proposed 
retrenchinenU  -     1,000,000  00 


Total  expenses  in  1821     .         .         . 
Which  may  be  paid  by — 

1.  Amount  of  estimated  available  re- 
ceipts in  1821  -         .     $15,350,000 

2.  Loan  of.         ■        .         6,000,000 


Balance  in  Treasury  on    1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1822    .         -         .         .         . 


11,341,291  46 
$21,023,532  46 


21,350,000  00 


$326,468  00 


In  the  year  1822,  it  is  supposed  that  the  available  re- 
ceipts, (being  $2,650,000  more  than  in  1821,)  will 
be $17,000,000  00 

The  charge  upon  the  Treasury  id  sup- 
posed to  consist  of  the  following  items,  viz  : 

Principal  payable,  and 
interest  on  public 
debt        -         -         -  $5,447,776  76 

Current  expenses  of 
the  yeitr,  reduced 
$3,000,000  upon  the 
estimates  of  1821    -     9,241,291  00* 


14,819,067  76 
For  the  reimbursement 
of  the  debt  of  1820 
and   1821         •         -     1,000,000  00 


Balance  in  Treasury,  on   1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1823 


15,819,067  76 


1,180,935  23 


In  1823,  the  available  receipts  and  balance  in  Treas- 
ury, on  the  1st  of  January,  1823,  may  be  stated 
at $19,000,000  00 

The  expenses  of  the 
year  will  be  as  above, 
for  old  debt  and  in- 
terest, and  current 
expenses         -         -$14,819,067  00 

Amount  of  debt  of 
\%-ZQ  and  1821,  re- 
imbursed        -         •      3,000,000  00 

17,819,067  00 


Balance  in  Treasury,  on  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1824 $1,180,933  00 


•  Permanent  appropriations  are  Includnl  in  this  sum,  to  the 
amount  of  8381  ,UOa 


In  the  year  1824  the  available  receipts  may  be  slated 
8t $21,000,000  00 

The  expenses    of  the 

year,  as  above  -   14,319,067  00 

Reimbursed,   the    bal- 
ance of  debt  of  1820  "       j^^ 
and  1821    -         -     4,000,000  00  ^^^ 


18.819,067  00 


Balance  in  Treasury  on  1st  of  JaaU' 
ary,  1825,  at  which  time  the  war 


debt  becomes  due 


.    $2,180,933  00 


Nora.  It  is  believed  alwayi  to  have  been  the  pracUce  of  the 
Governme'ii  10  h»ve  in  ihe  Treasury  an  unappropriaied  sum  of 
about  81,000,000.  This  sum,  in  the  above  calculations,  ia  not 
more  than  provided  ai  the  end  of  each  year,  until  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, laas  ;  nor  would  it  have  then  been  exceeded,  if  the  whole  of 
the  loans  of  1320  were  reimbursable :  but  one  million  ia  not  paya- 
ble until  1832.  *^' 
The  national  debt  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1821  -  Sr89,214,236  8S 
Add  loan  in  1821 7,0U0,(J(W  00 

#96,214,236  00 


Thursday,  January  4. 

Mr.  Lowndes  submitted  the  fdilowing  resolu- 
tions : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  in- 
structed to  report  to  this  House  a  statement  of  the 
money  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  January,  1821,  to- 
gether with  a  statement  of  the  money  in  the  hands  of 
the  Treasurer,  as  agent  for  the  War  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments, on  that  day. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  in- 
structed to  report  to  this  House  the  balance  of  each 
distinct  appropriation  for  the  Navy  remaining  in  the 
Treasury,  or  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  as  agent 
for  the  Navy  Department,  on  the  Ist  January,  1821, 
with  an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  each  of  those  bal- 
ances which  will  not  be  required  to  defray  expenses 
actually  incurred  before  that  day. 

Which,  being  read,  and  the  rule  requiring  them 
to  lie  on  the  table  one  day  being  unanimously  dii- 
pensed  with,  they  were  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  amending  the  laws  which  direct 
the  manner  in  which  money  shall  be  drawn  from 
the  Treasury  for  the  expenditures  of  the  War  or 
Navy  Departments,  or  ordered  for  the  use  of  those 
Departments. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  who  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  making  provision  by 
law  for  comp)ensating  persons  employed  in  trans- 
mitting the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States,  reported  a  resolution,  declar- 
ing that  it  is  inexpedient  to  increase  the  allowance 
authorized  by  the  existing  laws;  which,  being 
read,  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  Speaker  latd  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ing letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State: 

The  Secretary  of  State,  conformably  to  the  direction 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  expressed  in  their  res- 
olution of  30th  November  last,  has  the  honor  of  submit- 
ting a  copy  of  a  report  made  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  second  of  May  last,  containing 
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AdmiatioH  of  MiMouri, 


Jajicary,  1821. 


all  the  inforraalion  in  the  po«»eetton  of  thia  Depart- 
ment, relative  to  the  annual  amount  of  the  fees  of  the 
Clerka,  Dtatrict  Attorneys,  and  Marshals,  of  the  re- 
spective Courts  of  the  United  States,  the  amount  cf 
whose  fees  does  not  appear  in  the  Register  of  Officers 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  He  submits,  also, 
copies  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
and  of  a  report  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
with  a  return  of  the  statements  required  by  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House,  with  reference  to  the  naval  officers, 
collectors,  and  surveyors,  of  the  customs. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 
Dkpabtxkxt  op  Statk,  Jan.  3,  1821. 

The  report  was  read,  and,  together  with  the  doc- 
uments, ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  engrossed  bill  lo  extend  the  time  for  the  lo- 
cation and  return  of  location  of  Virginia  military 
land  warrants,  was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Seward  was 
takoi  up,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ross,  and  ordered  lo 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

MILITARY  ACADEMY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,  the  House  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution,  yesterday 
submitted  by  him,  calling  for  certain  information 
relative  to  the  Military  Academy. 

The  adoption  of  this  resolution  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  SiMKiNS,  as  calculated  to  give  needless  trou- 
ble to  the  public  officers,  as  requiring  information 
already  heretofore  given  to  Congress,  and  which, 
if  it  were  received,  would  not  be  made  use  of,  dec. 

Mr.  Cannon  declared  that  he  at  least  considered 
the  information  important,  as  preliminary  to  a 
motion  which  he  intended  to  make,  in  some  shape 
or  other,  during  the  present  session,  with  respect 
to  the  Military  Academy,  dec. 

Mr.  Little  was  opposed  to  acting  on  the  reso- 
lution, believing  that  the  required  information  was 
already  before  Congress,  or  would  come  before 
them  under  resolutions  already  adopted  at  the  pres- 
ent session,  doc. 

After  some  further  conversation  between  Messrs. 
Cannon,  Simkins,  and  Foot,  the  resolution  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

MISSOURI. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Virginia,  read  from  his  seat  the 
following  resolution : 

Rtaolped,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  lo  inquire  whether  there  be  at  this  time  ex- 
isting, and  in  force,  in  Missouri,  any  legal  tribunals 
or  tribunal,  derived  from  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  invested  with  competent  jurisdiction  and  pow- 
ers for  the  examination  and  determination  of  cases  of 
controversy  which  have  arisen,  or  may  arise  therein, 
under  the  Constitution,  laws,  or  treaties  of  the  United 
States,  or  controversies  to  which  the  United  States 
are  or  may  become  a  party  ;  and,  if  there  be  no  such 
tribunals  or  tribunal,  then  to  report  to  this  House  the 
provisions  and  measures  which,  in  their  opinion,  may 
be  necessary  to  be  adopted  by  Congresn,  for  causing 
the  authority  of  the  Government  and  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  be  respected,  and  for  assuring  protection 
to  the  property  and  other  rights  of  the  United  States, 
uid  of  their  citizens,  within  Missouri. 


Before  forwardmg  the  motion  to  the  Chair,  Mr. 
A.  stated  the  motives  which  induced  him  to  offer 
it.  Whatever  might  be  the  situation  of  Missoyri, 
with  respect  to  this  Government,  the  propriety  re- 
mained the  same  of  instituting  the  inquiry  he  pro- 
posed, and  of  adopting  the  resolution.  He  must 
be  candid  enough  to  state,  however,  that  to  him  it 
appeared  that  Missouri  stood  entirely  di>connected 
from  any  legal  or  political  relation  with  this  Gov- 
ernment. With  our  own  hands,  said  Mr.  A.,  we 
have  cut  all  the  moorings  which  attached  her  to 
it,  and  she  floats  entirely  liberated  and  at  large. 
She  stood  formerly  in  the  relation  of  a  Territory 
to  the  United  States :  she  had  proposed  to  assume 
the  new  relation  of  a  State  of^the  Union.  This 
House  had  refused  her  permission  to  do  so,  and, 
Mr.  A.  said,  she  stands  discharged  from  all  rela- 
tion to  the  Union.  It  was  vain  to  tell  him  that 
Missouri  was  a  Territory.  Such  an  assertion  was 
disproved  by  the  fact,  Itnown  lo  every  one,  that 
she  had  discarded  every  attribute  of  that  character. 
The  concession  which  Congress  made  to  Missouri 
at  the  last  session,  Mr.  A.  said,  consisted  of  two 
parts :  the  permission  lo  depart  from  the  existing 
relations  of  a  Territory,  and  the  permission  to  as- 
sume, under  certain  conditions,  the  relations  of  a 
member  of  the  Confederacy.  She  must  have  de- 
parted from  the  relation  of  a  Territory  before  she 
could  have  availed  herself  of  the  second  part  of 
the  concession  to  her  What  is  it  that  Congress 
can  admit  into  the  UnioD  ?  Not  a  Territory,  bat 
a  Stale.  Missouri  was  therefore  obliged  to  cease 
to  be  a  Territory  before  she  could  be  in  a  condi- 
tion to  claim  admission  into  the  Union  ;  and  she 
became  a  Slate.  Not  only,  then,  in  point  of  fact, 
but  in  legal  acceptation,  Missouri  is  no  longer  a 
Territory. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  was  not  intimating,  nor  would 
he  be  understood  as  intimating,  that  the  people 
of  Missouri  wished  lo  be  permanently  discon- 
nected from  the  Union.  He  was  assured  she  was 
attached  to  the  Union  by  feelings  generated  by 
her  descent  from  it,  and  by  a  true  reverence  for 
the  principles  of  iis  institutions.  Nor  did  he  say 
tliat  she  nad  shown  any  disposition  to  throw  on 
the  yoke  of  allegiance  to  the  Union  ;  it  was  this 
House  which  haJ  itself  cut  loose  the  harness,  and 
thrown  away  the  reins.  Mr.  A.  went  on  to  say, 
that,  if  Congress  could  act  at  all  at  present  with 
reference  to  Missouri,  such  was  now  her  condi- 
tion, that  it  could  not  act  by  law,  but  must  act  by 
force.  The  authority  of  the  Union  mifht  hang 
over  her,  but  there  was  no  legal  modes  by  which 
it  could  be  exercised.  All  its  ordinary  and  regu- 
lar conductors  were  broken  off.  With  regard  to 
Missouri,  Mr.  A.  said  the  citizens  of  the  United 
Stales  had  individual  rights,  which  it  was  the 
duly  of  Congress  lo  secure.  Many  of  them,  for 
example,  had  received  donations  oi  land  in  that 
Territory,  in  requital  of  their  services,  of  their 
blood,  and  of  the  glory  they  had  acquired  for  their 
country.  Congress  were  lx)und,  by  the  most  sa- 
cred 01  all  obligations,  to  insure  protection  to  those 
rights.  The  question,  therefore,  which  he  wished 
to  present  lo  the  consideration  of  gentlemen  was 
this:  Where  are  the  tribunals  and  methods  by 
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which  these  and  other  rights  can  be  protected — 
where  the  channels  by  which  the  authority  of  the 
Government  can  be  enforced  i  No  man  could 
say  that  there  existed  such  tribunals,  or  channels, 
for  the  enforcement  of  our  authority.  My  propo- 
sition, said  Mr.  A.,  is  not  presented  necause  of  any 
peculiar  situation  of  Missouri,  but  because  of  the 
ambiguity  of  it — because  no  man  can  say  what  it 
is.  Suppose,  he  said,  that  he  was  rignt  in  his 
opinion  of  the  condition  of  Missouri,  every  one 
would  say  that  an  inquiry  ought  to  be  instituted 
with  the  view  to  establish  some  bonds  of  relation 
between  Missouri  and  this  Government.  But, 
suppose  that  he  were  mistaken  on  this  point,  the 
inquiry  would  yet  be  proper,  in  order  to  remove 
the  doubts  which  he  and  others  entertained.  In 
every  view  in  which  he  considered  the  subject,  he 
thought  the  inquiry  ought  lo  lake  place.  He  did 
not  propose  that  this  inquiry  should  be  committed 
to  himself,  or  to  those  who  agreed  with  him  in 
opinion,  but  he  proposed  to  refer  it  lo  a  standing 
committee  of  the  House,  which  might  reasonably 
be  supposed  lo  be  an  impartial  tribunal,  and  at 
the  head  of  which  ^Mr.  Sergeant)  was  one  of 
the  most  prominent  of  those  who  differed  from  him 
in  opinion  on  this  topic. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  was  far  from  supposing  that 
there  would  be  any  opposition  to  this  proposition; 
but,  if  there  were,  he  would  say  to  the  opponents 
of  it,  that  they  had  taken  upon  themselves  to  di- 
rect the  course  of  our  legislation  on  this  subject, 
and,  if  they  had  not  foundered,  they  had  at  feast 
brought  us  into  the  neighborhood  of  shoals  and 
breakers.  If  gentlemen  who  constitute  the  late 
majority  of  this  House  were  to  refuse  lo  agree  to 
the  proposed  inquiry,  he  would  then  say,  what  he 
was  now  very  far  from  saying,  that  they  were 
afraid  to  pursue  the  principle  of  their  own  vote  in 
its  operation,  and  to  stand  confronted  with  the 
results. 

The  resolution  having  been  read  from  the 
Chair- 
Mr.  Sergeant  suggested  that  the  resolution 
was  one  of  such  a  description  as  ought  not  to  be 
acted  upon  without  affording  an  opportunity  to 
every  member  of  the  House  to  vote  upon  it.  He 
therefore  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cobb  said  it  was  a  very  unusual  course  to 
move  lo  lay  on  the  table  a  resolve  proposing  in- 
quiry merely.  It  would  seem  almost  a  matter  of 
course  to  agree  to  such  a  resolution  moved  by  any 
gentleman.  When  the  committee  should  report 
would  be  the  time  for  deciding  any  principle  in- 
volved in  this  proposition. 

Mr.  Sergeant  said,  if  this  were  a  simple  prop- 
osition for  inquiry,  in  the  ordinary  shape  of  such 
propositions,  there  would  be  no  force  in  the  re- 
mark of  the  gentleman  from  Greorgia.  But,  Mr. 
S.  said,  he  thought  it  perfectly  plain  and  obvious 
that  this  resolution  assumed,  as  the  ground  work 
of  it,  certain  opinions  in  regard  to  Missouri,  about 
which  the  sentiments  of  the  members  of  this  House 
had  already  been  more  or  less  expressed.  It  was 
taken  for  granted,  no  doubt,  by  the  mover,  and  his 
proposition  assumed  it  as  a  fact,  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  something  which  has  happened,  a  change 
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has  been  produced  in  the  position  of  Missouri  in 
regard  to  the  Union,  which  renders  it  necessary 
that  there  should  be  new  legislation  in  regard  to 
it ;  and  it  of  course  took  for  granted  what  had  been 
a  source  of  litigation  certainly,  and  what  a  large 
portion  of  this  House  will  not  accede  to.  If  a 
question  existed  whether  the  relation  of  Missouri 
to  the  Union  be  thus  changed,  it  was  a  question 
which  ought  lo  be  discussed  and  decided  in  this 
House,  before  a  committee  was  charged  with  it  in 
any  shape.  The  inquiry  whether  the  relation  of 
Missouri  lo  the  Union  be  in  reality  changed,  must 
precede  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  such  as  this  is, 
which  assumes  that  a  new  code  of  laws  is  neces- 
sary for  its  government.  He  thought  this  House 
ought  not  at  once,  without  notice,  to  go  into  the 
discussion  of  the  question  whether  Missouri  has 
or  has  not  changed  her  condition.  So  strongly 
impressed  was  he  with  this  opinion,  that  he  had 
moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table;  and,  if 
the  discussion  were  pressed  at  this  time,  he  should 
certainly  vole  against  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Lownoes  said  he  had  hoped  the  resolution 
would  have  appeared  lo  the  House  lo  be  such  a  one 
as  did  not  involve  any  of  the  questions  which  had 
been  suggested.  As,  however,  time  was  desired, 
he  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  would  con- 
sent to  its  lying  on  the  table  until  to-morrow. 
But  assuredly,  Mr.  L.  said,  it  did  not  involve  any 
such  question  as  had  been  supposed.  It  proposes 
an  inquiry  into  the  matter  oi  fact,  whether  there 
now  exists  a  tribunal  in  Missouri  adequate  to  par- 
ticular objects.  It  proceeds  on  the  supposition  that 
every  party  in  the  House  is  desirous  to  know  the 
actual  relation  which  Missouri  bears  to  the  Union 
— to  decide  whether  it  be  necessary  to  legislate  or 
not  lo  legislate  on  the  subject ;  not  only  lo  ascer- 
tain what  is  the  relation  between  Missouri  and 
the  Union,  but  what  it  may  be  proper  to  do,  if  any 
thing,  in  consequence  of  the  fact  thus  to  be  ascer- 
tained. Whilst,  however,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  believed 
that  resolutions  of  inquiry  ought  in  general  to  be 
assented  to  without  objection,  and  whilst  he  be- 
lieved this  lo  be  of  that  character  merely,  yet  if, 
from  the  terms  of  the  resolution,  it  should  appear 
to  any  member,  and  most  of  all  it  appeared  lo  a 
member  of  the  committee  to  whom  it  was  pro- 
posed to  assign  the  consideration  of  the  subject, 
that  it  involved  an  important  principle,  he  admit- 
ted it  would  be  proper  lo  give  lime  for  the  con- 
sideration of  it. 

Mr.  Gross,  of  New  York,  said,  that  though  he 
presumed  he  entertained,  with  respect  to  the  an- 
swer which  ought  lo  be  given  to  this  resolution, 
the  same  opinion  as  the  gentleman  at  the  head  or 
the  Judiciary  Committee,  he  was  ready  lo  act  upon 
it  without  delay.  If  he  believed  that  it  took  any 
thing  for  granted,  particularly  if  he  believed  that 
it  took  for  granted  that  there  was  no  legal  tribunal 
by  which  such  questions  could  be  settled,  he  should 
certainly  vote  for  laying  it  on  the  table,  and  finally 
against  the  resolution.  But,  as  he  was  of  a  differ- 
ent opinion,  he  should  vole  for  the  resolution,  and 
against  laying  it  on  the  table.  It  would  be  well 
recollected,  he  said,  that  during  the  discussion  of 
the  subject  at  the  present  session,  the  position  had 
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been  taken  that  Missouri  was  a  State,  and  that, 
though  admitted  into  the  Union,  she  was  an  inde- 
pendent State.  This  position  was  taken  by  a  gen- 
tleman whose  weight  of  character  and  talents  gave 
a  color  to  whatever  he  should  advance.  For  his 
part,  Mr.  G.  said,  when  the  question  on  the  admis- 
sion of  Missouri  was  before  the  House,  he  had 
made  up  his  mind  on  the  subject  of  this  resolution. 
He  hoped  that,  if  the  resolution  passed,  the  true 
answer  would  be  given,  and  he  was  therefore  in 
favor  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Floyd  said,  it  was  a  very  unusual  thing  for 
the  House  to  hesitate  in  respect  to  motions  for  in- 
quiry.    He  was  glad  to  find  that  the  gentleman  |  not  know  that,  on  further  examination,  the  reso- 


tee  an  inquiry  into  a  matter  of  law,  which  b  not 
to  be  tested  oy  evidence,  Ac.,  but  must  depend 
upon  opinion,  which  every  member  in  his  place 
would  form  as  well  as  a  committee,  whose  report 
on  such  a  subject  would  only  leave  the  question 
where  it  stood  before.  With  respect  to  what  is  to 
be  done  in  relation  to  Missouri,  it  must  be  perfect- 
ly obvious  that  this  cannot  be  ascertained  until 
the  sense  of  the  House  is  ascertained  on  the  pre- 
vious question ;  and  the  clear  course  would  be  to 
ascertain  the  sense  of  the  House,  and  then  send 
the  matter  to  a  committee  to  report  such  bills  as 
should  be  calculated  to  give  effect  to  it.     He  did 


from  New  York  thought  so  clearly  on  the  subject 
As  this  was  an  important  subject,  he  wished  to  re- 
cord his  opinion  on  the  postponement,  and  there- 
fore required  that  the  question  should  be  decided 
by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered — 
Mr.  Archer,  of  Virginia,  said,  if  the  wish  of 


lution  might  be  liable  to  the  objection  he  now  felt 
to  it ;  but  he  wii>hed  time  to  decide  that  point. 

Mr.  Storrs  wished  the  resolution  to  lie  on  the 
table,  for  this  reason — that  he  wished  gentlemen 
to  have  time  to  obtain  the  necessary  information 
to  enable  them  to  act  on  the  subject.  He  had 
hinxself  no  information  whatever  which  Mrent  to 


the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  for  delay  were  '  show  that  Missouri  was  not  in  the  same  situation 
pressed,  though  it  was  so  unusual  a  course,  he  ;  now  that  she  had  been  for  the  few  years  past,  ex- 
should  be  bound,  by  considerations  of  courtesy,  to  j  cent  that  her  convention  had  met,  and  agreed  upon 
accede  to  the  motion  now  before  the  House.  He  a  form  for  her  future  government.  He  did  not 
was  rather  disposed,  however,  to  take  the  same  say,  that  he  had  not  heard,  out  of  doors,  that  she 
view  of  this  matter  as  had  been  taken  by  the  gen-  had  elected  a  Governor,  Legislature,  dec.  But  he 
tleroan  from  New  York,  that  every  one,  before  he  {  did  not  wish  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
gave  a  vote  against  the  admission  of  Missouri,  must  this  resolution  until  the  information  was  given  to 
have  foreseen  the  necessity  for  a  resolution  and  him  officially,  on  which  he  was  to  act.  A  resplu- 
inquiry  of  this  sort.  Every  member  of  the  major-  tion  addressed  to  the  Executive,  who  is  charged 
ity  of  the  House  must  have  known  that  the  ques-  with  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
tion  must  have  come  upon  him  in  some  shape  or  would,  he  supposed,  elicit  the  necessary  informa- 
other,  and  must  therefore  have  been  prepared  for  tion.  For  aught  we  know  officially,  said  Mr.  S.. 
it.  With  regard  to  the  character  of  this  proposi-  the  officers  of  the  United  States  in  that  Territoiv 
tion  it  was  not  novel.  If  the  facts  should  be  as-  may  be  at  this  moment  in  the  full  discharge  of  all 
certained  as  the  gentleman  from  New  York  sup-  their  functions.  He  could  not  consent  to  assume 
posed,  there  would  be  no  occasion  for  any  expres-  it  as  a  fact,  that  the  authority  of  the  United  States 
sion  of  the  opinion  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  as  in  Missouri  was  in  full  operauon.  He  could  not 
to  what  ought  to  be  done,  dec. 

Mr.  Fuller  made  a  few  remarks  to  the  effect 
that  he  did  not  consider  it  of  much  importance 
whether  the  resolution  passed  to-day  or  to-mor- 
row ;  that  he  had  examined  it,  and  had  no  great 
objection  to  it ;  but,  only  to  save  the  needless  trou- 
ble of  calling  the  yeas  and  nays,  he  hoped  the  gen- 


assume  it  as  a  fact,  that  the  President  has  failed 
in  his  duty  of  appointing  a  Governor  and  other 
officers,  in  pursuance  of  the  laws.  By  entertain- 
ing this  inquiry,  said  Mr.  S.,  the  House  would  a.s- 
sume,  in  some  degree,  the  duties  of  the  Executive, 
and  bring  us  in  collision  with  that  department. 
^  _         For  his  part,  he  said,  he  could  not  consent  that 

tleman  frora^^Virginia  would  withdraw  his  objec-  ;  this  House  should  thus  take  upon  itself  the  respon- 
tioo  to  laying  it  on  the  table.  sibility  which  belonged  to  another  department  of 

Mr.  Archer  said  he  had  already  done  so,  if  the  i  the  Government.  Whenever  the  authority  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  pressed  it,  though  United  States  in  Missouri  was  set  at  defiance,  or 
such  a  course  was  not  usual,  nor  in  his  opinion  #  whenever,  from  any  cause  whatever,  the  authority 
necessary  in  this  case.  \  of  the  United  States  in   that  Territory  should  be 

Mr.  Sergeant  said  that  the  gentlemen  from  at  an  end,  he  presumed  Congress  would  recetve 
South  Carolina  and  Virginia  had  concurred  in  |  from  the  Executive  dopartraent  information  of  it. 
considering  this  resolution  as  proposing  an  inquiry  Until  such  information  was  received,  he  could  not 
into  a  matter  of  fact.  Mr.  S.  said,  if  he  under-  |  agree  to  consider  the  subject.  When  it  did  come, 
stood  this  resolution  at  all,  it  proposed  an  inquiry,  '  he  reserved  to  himself  to  decide  what  course  ought 
not  into  a  matter  of  fact,  but  a  matter  of  law,  and  to  be  taken.  But  the  proper  course  for  gentlemen 
that  matter  of  law  involving  a  point  on  which  at  the  present  time  appeared  to  him  to  be,  to  call 
th»e  was  known  to  be  more  or  less  difference  !  on  the  Executive  to  inform  the  House  whether  the 
of  opinion  in  this  House.  The  question,  whether 
there  now  exists  a  tribunal  in  Missouri,  was  not  a 
question  of  fact,  but  it  was  a  question  of  law.  It 
was  not  a  question  whether  tribunals  heretofore 
have  existed,  but  whether  they  do  now  exist. 
There  was  an  objection  to  referring  to  a  commit- 


laws  of  the  United  States  were  at  present  duly 
executed  in  Missouri,  &c.  If  the  President  should 
say,  in  reply,  that  the  laws  are  not  executed,  and 
our  authority  not  in  existence,  it  would  then  be 
time  enough  to  refer  the  subject  to  a  committee. 
Mr.  Campbell  said  the  time  migbt  come,  dur- 
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ing  the  present  session,  when  he  should  not  have 


the  smallest  objection  to  this  resolution  ;  but,  he 
must  be  allowed  to  .state,  that  he  did  not  think  the 
present  was  the  proper  time.  It  was  well  under- 
stood, that  there  were  several  projects  on  foot  for 
the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union.  When  all 
these  failed,  he  said,  he  should  be  as  ready  as  any 
gentleman  to  assent  to  this  resolution.  If  gentle- 
men were  prepared  to  say  that  no  further  efforts 
would  be  made  to  accomplish  that  object,  he  was 
ready  to  vote  for  the  resolution  now.  But,  he 
said,  in  every  quarter  of  the  country,  it  is  antici- 
pated that  the  discussion  will  be  revived  on  the 
resolution  from  the  Senate:  in  the  paper  from 
Richmond  received  to-day,  there  were  two  or  three 
letters  from  Washington  to  that  effect.  The  un- 
derstanding was,  he  believed,  that  perhaps  next 
week  the  resolution  on  the  table  of  the  Clerk 
might  be  called  up,  and  decided  on.  If  every  ef- 
fort should  fail  for  the  admission  of  Missouri,  it 
would  be  proper  to  adopt  such  a  retjolution  as  this, 
but,  in  his  opinion,  not  till  then. 

Mr.  Foot  rose  to  show,  by  example,  that  the 
motion  to  lay  this  resolution  on  the  table  was  not 
unprecedented.  He  agreed  fully  in  opinion  with 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  that  the  resolution 
ought  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  should  not  agree 
to  take  it  up  again  until  the  resolution  from  the 
Senate  should  have  been  finally  acted  on. 

Mr.  LowNnEs  said,  a  very  little  reflection  would 
satisfy  any  one  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  post- 
pone this  resolution  until  the  other  que^tion  re- 
ferred to  should  be  decided.     He  submitted  to  the 
House  the  consideration,  that  the  report  of  the 
committee  under  this  resolution  might  have  con- 
siderable influence  on  the  question  to  be  decided 
on  the  proposition  from  the  Senate.     It  appeared 
to  him,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  tnat  no 
man  could  vote  on  the  various  propositions  which 
had  been  alluded  to,  unless  his  mind  was  made 
up  on  the  topics  presented  by  the  resolution  now 
before  the  House.     Whilst  up,  Mr.   L.  adverted 
to  what  had   fallen  from  his  friend   from   New 
York,  who   opposed    the   resolution    because  we 
know  nothing  officially  oi  any  change  in   the 
actual  condition  of  Missouri.     If  we  knew  nothing 
on  that  subject,  said  Mr.  L.,  it  would  be  reason 
enough  for  inquiry  that  there  is  out-of-door  con- 
versation on  the  subject.     We  must  not  act  on 
such  information,  but  was  it  ever  before  heard 
that  we  must  not  inquire  into  any  matter  because 
it  has  been  spoken  of  out-of-doors  only  ?    The 
practice  of  every  day  was  different.     But,  if  offi- 
cial information  was  necessary,  the  House  had 
that  information.     It  had   information,  from  the 
constitution  presented  by  Missouri,  that,  at  a  cer- 
tain time,  the  authority  of  the  United  States  was 
to  determine,  and  that  of  a  new  State  to  com- 
mence.    He  did  not  here  speak  of  the  question  of 
right  in  regard   to  the  people  of  Missouri,  but  of 
the  question  of  fact.     It  was  true  that  there  was  a 
question  of  fact  presented  by  this  resolution,  but 
it  was  also  true  that  there  was  a  question  of  law, 
and  nothing  was  more  usual  than,  in  regard  to 
questions  oi  law,  to  refer  them  to  the  committee 
of  this  House  consisting  of  legal  men,  constituted 


to  consider  such  questions,  being  the  committee 
to  which  it  was  proposed  to  refer  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Storbs  explained,  that  he  had  reserved 
the  question  of  the  expediency  of  an  inquiry  into 
this  matter.  His  objection  to  acting  on  the  sub- 
ject now  was,  that  it  appeared  to  him  the  proper 
course  would  be,  first  to  call  on  the  Executive. 

Mr.  Archer  said,  he  acceded  to  the  pro- 
posed postponement,  only  because,  as  the  mover 
of  the  resolution,  he  felt  bound  to  do  so.  If  not 
thus  obliged,  he  should  have  voted  against  post- 
ponement. The  objections  of  the  gentleman  to 
the  resolution,  he  said,  were  not  consistent — one 
gentleman  opposed  it  because  it  proposed  an  in- 
quiry into  facts;  another  because  it  proposed  an 
inquiry  into  a  matter  of  law.  Both  o^ections 
could  not  be  sound.  He  believed,  he  said,  in  con- 
clusion, that  the  responses  to  this  resolution  would 
be  very  easy  indeed  ;  and  he  must  be  allowed  to 
indulge  the  remark,  that,  in  the  reluctance  of  gen- 
tlemen to  act  on  the  subject,  he  found  a  confirma- 
tion of  his  belief  that  the  answer  could  be  easily 
given. 

The  question  on  laying  the  resolution  on  the 
table  was  decided  in  tne  affirmative,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  91  votes  to  58,  as  follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher of  Virginia,  Baker,  Bateman,   Beecher,  Bodcn, 
Brush,   Buffum,   Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Camp- 
beii,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Dane,  Den- 
nison,    Dickinson,    Eddy,    Edwards   of  Connecticat, 
Eusiis,  Fay,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Gerham, 
Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Guyon,  Hall  of  New   York, 
Hall  of  Delaware,  Hardin,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hill, 
Hobart,   Hosteller,    Kendall,   Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lin- 
coln, Lowndes,  Maclay,  McCullougb,  McLane  of  Del- 
aware, Mallary,   Marcband,   Meech,   Meigs,  Monell, 
R.Moore,  8.&Ioore,  Morion,  Museley,  Murray,  Nelson 
of  Massachusetts,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Patterson, 
Phelps,   Philson,   Plumer,  Randolph,  Rich,  Richards^ 
Richmond,  Robertson,  Rogers,   Roas,  Russ,  Sawyer, 
Sergeant,  Settle,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia, 
Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont, 
Strong  of  New    York,   Tomlinson,    Tracy,   Upham, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wrndover,  Whitman,  and 
Wood— 91. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alien  of  Tennessee,  Archer 
oi  Maryland,  Baldwin,   Barbour,  Bayly,   Bloomfield, 
Brevard,  Brown,   Bryan,   Burton,  Burwett,  Butler  af 
Louisiana,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Cook,  CraAa,  Ccaw« 
ford,  Croweli,  Culpeper,   Earle,    Edwarda  of  North 
Carolina,    Fisher,   Floyd,  Gray,  Groaa  of  New  York, 
Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jonea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Kinaey,  Little,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Metcalf,  Montgomery,  T.  L.  Moore,  Neak, 
Nelson  of  Virgmia,    Overatreel,  Parker  of  Virginia, 
Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Simkins,  Smith  of  New  Jerwtf, 
Smith  of   Maryland,    Swearingen,  Terrell,   Trimble, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,   Walker,  Warfield,  Williams  of 
Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina — 58. 

REDUCTION  OF  EXPENDITURES. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  sta  te  of  the  Union ; 
and  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Cobb's  resolutions 
for  reducing  the  expenditures  of  the  Government 
was  resumed. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  delivered  a  speech  in 
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reply  to  Mr.  Cobb's  speech  of  yesterday,  generally 
in  opposition  to  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  Edstis  followed,  in  replv  to  a  part  of  Mr. 
Smith's  remarks ;  and,  at  4  o'clock,  the  Commit- 
tee rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 

Friday,  January  5. 

Mr.  Rbea,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
Crute,  which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  LivERMORE,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
CJeneral  Post  Office,  made  an  unfavorable  report 
on  the  petition  of  Erastus  Granger ;  Mr.  Tracy 
moved  to  reverse  the  report ;  when,  on  motion, 
the  report  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  J.  Ottramare,  which  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  of  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the 
eradual  increase  of  the  Navy.  [Repealing  the 
first  section  and  reducing  the  appropriation  for 
that  object  of  that  law,  from  one  million  of  dol- 
lars, annually  to  five  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
for  six  years.]  The  bill  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  submitted 
the  following  resolutions,  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  one  day  for  considera- 
tion: 

1.  Resoivfd,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  inform  this  House  what  amount  of  appropriation 
will  be  necessary  to  complete  existing  contracts  for  the 
erection  of  fortifications. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  di- 
rected to  inform  this  House  what  suma  of  money  will 
be  requisite  to  complete  existing  contracts,  made  in 
pursuance  of  the  act  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the 
Navy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poller,  the  Message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States^  received  the 
2d  instant,  communicating  information  in  relation 
to  the  protection  afforded  to  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States  in  the  West  Indies,  dec,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affarrs. 

Two  Messages  were  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent OP  THE  United  States. 

The  first  of  the  said  Messages  was  read,  and  is 
as  follows : 

To  the  House  of  RepreMcntativet : 

I  communicate  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  which,  with  the 
papers  accompanying  it,  contain  all  the  information  in 
the  possession  of  the  Executive,  requested  by  a  reso> 
lation  of  the  House  of  the  4th  December  last,  on  the 
subject  of  the  African  slave  trade. 

JAMES  MO.NROE. 

Wabbixotok,  Jan.  4,  1821. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  subject  of  the  African  slave 
trade. 

The  other  of  the  said  Messages  was  read,  and 
is  as  follows : 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 


Representatives  of  15th  of  December  last,  requesting 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  t>e  laid 
before  that  House  a  slatement  of  expenditures  and  re* 
ceipts  in  the  Indian  Department;  also,  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  contracts  entered  into,  and  with  whom, 
from  the  2d  of  March,  1811,  to  the  present  period,  I 
now  transmit  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with 
a  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Trade,  which 
contain  the  information  de:iired. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Washixotox,  Jan.  4,  1821. 

The  Message  and  documenti»  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

REDUCTION  OF   EXPENDITURES. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Wliole,  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  ;  and  the  consideration  of  Mr  Cobb's  reso- 
lutions was  resumed. 

Mr.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  said,  the  resolutions 
under  consideration  covered  much  groimd  on 
which  he  should  not  enter.  He  would  leave  what 
related  to  the  revenues  of  the  country  to  the  hon- 
orable chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
(Mr.  S.MITH,  of  Maryland.)  He  was  satisfied  to 
hear  that  honorable  member  affirm  that  the  receipts 
of  the  year  1821  would  exceed  the  expenditures  of 
the  year.  I  would  not,  said  Mr.  S.,  destroy  or  crip- 
ple any  of  the  institutions  of  the  country  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  off  immediately  the  national 
debt.  If  we  should  borrow  at  a  lower  rate  of  in- 
terest a  part  of  the  sum  which  we  pay  off,  we  are 
diminishing  the  debt  and  its  interest,  and  doing 
well.  I  will  put  a  case  to  the  honorable  member 
from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Cobb.)  Suppose  that  he 
owed  $100,000  to  the  bank  at  Savannah,  and  had 
determined  with  himself  to  pay  it  off  in  ten  annual 
instalments:  would  he.  if  his  cotton  crop  failed  a 
year  or  two,  break  up  nis  establishments,  and  al- 
low his  plantations  to  go  to  ruin,  that  he  might 
pay  the  amount  of  his  contemplated  annual  instal- 
ment, or  would  he  not  renew  his  notes,  and  wait 
for  more  favorable  seasons  before  he  paid  off  his 
debt?    He  would,  doubtless. 

The  proposition  made  by  the  honorable  member 
from  Georgia,  for  retrenchment  of  the  expenditures 
of  Government  has  my  approbation,  and  I  will  go 
with  him  in  making  every  reasonable  retrencn- 
ment.  The  principles  laid  down  by  Mr.  Jefferson 
in  his  addresses  to  Congress,  and  quoted  by  the 
honorable  member  from  Georgia,  are  worthy  of 
universal  approbation.  Those  principles  consti- 
tute a  republican  text,  to  which  the  legislator 
should  often  refer.  But,  although  a  people  may 
have  too  much  law,  too  much  public  force,  too 
many  offices,  too  much  of  the  machinery  of  Gov- 
ernment, it  by  no  means  follows,  that  therefore 
they  should  have  none.  The  question  to  be  con- 
sidered is,  how  much  is  essential,  or  how  much  is 
useful  ? 

Mr.  Jefferson  furnished  a  practical  commentary 
on  hb  own  principles,  relative  to  the  expediency 
of  having  an  army  in  time  of  peace.  In  the  year 
1802,  when  the  policy  of  retrenching  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  Government  was  carried  to  the  great- 
est extremity,  he  retained  in  service  an  army  of 
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3,300  men,  and  in  the  year  1808,  after  he  had 
tried  for  some  time  his  system  of  Government,  he 
increased  the  Military  Establishment  to  10.000 
men,  at  a  time  when  there  was  no  war.  and  when, 
owing  to  his  extremely  pacific  temper,  tnere  was  lit- 
tle probability  of  a  war.  It  appears,  therefore,  to 
have  been  the  mature  opinion  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
that  a  nation  should,  in  time  of  peace,  be  prepared 
for  war,  by  having  in  service,  previous  to  its  com- 
mencement, a  respectable  military  force. 

The  honorable  Speaker  of  this  House  having 
thought  proper  to  assign  to  me  the  situation  of 
chairman  of  the  Military  Committee,  it  has  be- 
come my  duty  to  offer  my  opinion  as  to  so  much 
of  the  resolutions  before  you  as  affects  the  Army. 
A  great  question  has  arisen  in  this  debate  highly 
interesting  to  this  nation.  It  is  this :  Can  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  most  safely  trust  their 
defence  in  time  of  war  to  the  militia,  or  can  that 
defence  be  more  safely  confided  to  regular  troops? 
One  having  popularity  in  view  mi^ht  well  shrink 
from  the  investigation  of  this  question.  The  duty 
which  I  owe  to  the  nation  and  to  the  House  shall 
be  performed  without  any  regard  to  the  conse- 
quences, as  they  may  relate  to  myself  I  will  ex- 
amine this  question  with  the  best  lights  I  have 
been  able  to  obtain,  and  without  favor. 

The  militia  are  a  portion  of  the  people;  and 
we  should  remember  that  the  regular  troops  are 
also  a  portion  of  the  people.  We  are  apt  to  view 
the  latter  as  if  they  were  strangers.  It  is  the  dif- 
ference of  organization  that  constitutes  the  differ- 
ence between  the  militia  and  regular  troops  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States;  Iwth  are  composed 
of  citizens ;  and  the  same  man  may  alternately 
serve  in  both.  In  the  militia,  when  in  service, 
you  have  a  force  composed  of  men  drawn  by  com- 
pulsion into  the  service,  for  six  months  only,  and 
serving  under  officers  appointed  by  the  States, 
called  into  service  for  the  same  time.  In  the  reg- 
ular troops  you  have  men  who  have  willingly  en- 
tered the  service  for  five  years ;  serving  under 
officers  appointed  by  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  The  question  is,  can  we,  the  people, 
best  confide  in  that  portion  of  ourselves  which 
constitute  a  militia,  as  heretofore  organized,  or  in 
that  portion  of  ourselves  which  may  constitute  a 
regular  army,  as  heretofore  organized  ? 

I  will  contend,  and  I  expect  to  prove,  that  the 
militia,  as  organized,  do  not  deserve  the  confidence 
of  the  nation  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  war ; 
that  militia  are  the  most  expensive  force  that  the 
nation  can  employ;  that  to  keep  a  militia  army 
in  the  field  is  most  distressing  to  the  people ;  that 
the  laws  for  that  purpose  operate  most  unequally 
and  unjustly ;  that  the  regular  troops  of  the  Amer- 
ican army  have  deserved  the  confidence  of  the 
nation,  for  the  purposes  of  carrying  on  war ;  and 
that  the  nation  ought  therefore  to  have  an  adequate 
army  of  regular  troops  in  time  of  war. 

The  first  position  that  I  am  to  maintain  is,  that 
the  militia,  as  organized,  do  not  deserve  the  confi- 
dence of  the  nation,  as  a  means  of  carrying  on 
war.  Let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  I  speak  of 
the  militia  as  now  and  heretofore  organized.  It 
is  not  to  be  denied,  that  an  organization  might  be 


given  to  the  militia  that  would  produce  from  them 
an  army  of  regular  troops;  but  no  such  organiza- 
tion is  likely  to  be  given  to  the  militia.  What  are 
the  qualities  which  entitle  troops  to  the  confidence 
of  a  nation  in  time  of  war  ?  I  answer — subordi- 
nation, patience,  and  fidelity  in  service;  steadiness 
and  firmness  in  action.  Do  the  militia  of  the 
United  States,  when  called  into  service,  possess 
these  qualities?  This  is  a  delicate  question.  I 
will  not  take  upon  myself  to  answer  the  question. 
History  shall  answer.  I  will  first  examine  the 
conduct  of  the  militia  during  the  war  of  the  Rev- 
lution;  and,  secondly,  their  conduct  in  the  last 
war;  and  I  will  only  notice  their  conduct  when 
serving  under  commanders  of  high  military  repu- 
tation. *^ 

Judge  Marshall,  in  his  Life  of  Washington,  has 
taught  imporUnt  lessons  on  this  subject.  Yet,  it 
would  seem  as  if  the  members  of  Congress,  during 
the  last  war,  had  forgotten  the  events  of  the  war 
of  the  Revolution.  In  speaking  of  the  defects  in 
the  structure  of  the  American  army,  the  historian 
says: 

"  Militia  were  not  merely  depended  on  as  auxiliariea, 
and  as  covering  the  country  from  the  sudden  irrup- 
tions of  small  parties,  for  which  purposes  they  oaght 
certainly  to  be  competent,  and  with  a  view  to  which 
they  will  always  be  important;  but  they  were  also  re- 
lied on  as  constituting  the  main  body  and  strength  of 
the  army.  Their  absolute  incapacity  to  maintain  this 
station  in  the  military  arrangements  of  any  country 
engaged  in  war  with  an  enemy  of  nearly  eqaal 
strength,  employing  a  permanent  force,  at  all  times 
capable  of  being  used  to  its  utmost  extent,  was  demon- 
strated to  the  conviction  of  scepticism  itself ;  and  un- 
der the  weight  of  this  conviction,  every  exertion  waa 
made  by  Congress,  though  almost  too  late,  to  remedy 
the  very  extensive  mischief  which  this  fatal  error  had 
already  produced." 

But,  said  Mr.  S.,  it  is  to  the  letters  of  Grenertl 
Washington  himself  that  we  are  to  look  for  eri- 
dence,  to  enable  us  to  determine  whether  militia 
are  subordinate,  patient,  and  faithful  in  service. 
In  September,  1776,  he  says :  "  The  militia,  in- 
'  stead  of  calling  forth  their  utmost  efforts  to  a 
'  brave  and  manly  opposition,  in  order  to  repair 
'  our  losses,  are  dismayed,  intractable,  and  impa- 
'  tient  to  return.  Great  numbers  of  them  hare 
'  gone  off— in  some  instances  almost  by  whole 
'regiments,  by  half  ones,  and  by  companies,  at  a 
time."  And,  in  speaking  of  the  militia  of  Con- 
necticut, who  were  considered  as  inferior  to  none, 
he  says:  "The  impulse  for  going  home  was  so 
*  irresistible,  it  answered  no  purpose  to  oppose  it. 
'  Though  I  would  not  discharge,  I  have  beoi 
'  obliged  to  acquiesce ;  and  it  affords  one  more 
'  melancholy  proof  how  delusive  such  dependen- 
'  cies  are." 

Deeply  impressed  with  the  subject,  and  foresee- 
ing ruin  from  a  reliance  on  militia,  he  says,  "  If 
'  I  was  called  to  declare,  upon  oath,  whetner  the 
'  militia  have  been  most  serviceable  or  hurtful, 
'  upon  the  whole,  I  should  subscribe  to  the  latter;" 
and  he  adds,  in  the  same  letter,  "  no  man  who  re- 
'  gards  order,  regularity,  and  economy,  or  who  has 
'  any  regard  for  his  honor,  character,  or  peace  of 
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*  mind,  will  risk  them  upon  this  issue."  Again 
he  says,  "  I  plainly  foresee  an  interTcntion  of  time 

*  between  the  old  and  new  armv,  which  must  be 

*  filled  up  with  militia,  if  to  be  bad  ;  with  whom 
'  BO  man  who  has  any  regard  for  his  reputation 
'  can  imdertake  to  be  answerable  for  consequences." 
Here,  said  Mr.  S.,  we  have  the  oath  of  Washing- 
ton that  militia  are  pernicious.  I  say,  his  oath  ; 
for  his  offer  to  swear  is  the  same  to  me  as  if  he  had 
done  so.  Here  we  discorer  thai,  of  all  the  untow- 
ard events  that  happened  to  him,  nothing  so  dis- 
tressed him,  nothing  so  preyed  upon  his  mind,  as 
the  employment  of  militia,  whom  he  considered 
as  endangering  his  honor  and  the  independence  of 
the  country. 

Such  having  been  the  character  of  the  militia 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  let  us  inquire  if  it 
has  undergone  any  material  change.  Let  us  see 
if  they  were  subordinate,  patient,  and  faithful,  in 
service,  during  the  last  war.  I  will  refer  you  to  a 
historical  work,  "  the  Life  of  General  Jackson," 
for  a  development  of  the  conduct  and  character  of 
the  militia  of  Tennessee,  a  State  whose  militia  is 
perhaps  entitled  to  the  post  of  honor  among  the 
several  States.  The  historian,  when  relating 
events  which  happened  in  the  country  of  the 
Creeks,  savs».  -^  at  kngth  revolt  began  to  show  it- 

*  self  opeatiT.  The  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  mi- 
'  litia,  coiiecting  in  their  tents,  and  talking  over 

*  their  grieraBces,   determined  to   abandon   their 

*  camp.  In  the  morning,  when  they  were  to  carrv 
'  their  intentions   into  execution,   he   (Jackson; 

*  drew  up  the  volunteers  in  front  of  them,  with 
'  positive  commands  to  prevent  their  progress,  and 
'  compel  them  to  return  to  their  former  position  in 
'  camp.  The  next  day,  however,  presented  a  sin- 
'  gular  scene.    The  volunteers,  who,  the  day  be- 

*  fore,  had  been  the  instruments  for  compelling  the 
'  militia  to  return  to  their  duty,  seeing  the  dostruc- 
'  tion  of  those  hopes  on  which  they  had  lately 

*  buih,  in  turn  began  to  mutiny  themselves."  The 
writer  says  all  must  have  felt  a  consciousness 
"  that  the  privations  of  which  they  complained 

*  were  far  less  grievous  than  they  had  represented 
'  them ;  by  no  means  sufficient  to  justify  revolt, 

*  and  not  greater  than  a  patriot  might  be  expected 
'  to  bear  without  a  murmur."  Such  were  the  dif- 
ficulties with  which  Gieneral  Jackson  had  to  strug- 
gle, that  scarce  was  one  mutiny  quelled  until  an- 
other appears.     The  historian  tells   us,   "on  his 

*  (Jackson's)  arrival,  he  found  a  much  more  exten- 

*  sive  mutiny   than    that   which   had  just   been 

*  quelled.  Almost  the  whole  brigade  had  put  it- 
'  self  in  an  attitude  to  move  forcibly  off."  No 
sooner  have  we  read  the  account  of  this  evidence 
of  a  want  of  subordination,  than  we  are  presented 
with  another.  "  At  length,  on  the  evening  of  the 
'  9th.  General  Hall  hastened  to  the  tent  of  Gen- 

*  era!  Jackson,  with  information  that  his  whole 

*  brigade  was  in  a  state  of  mutiny."  Soon  after, 
the  historian  informs  us  of  the  disaffection  of  GJen- 
cral  Coffee's  brigade.     "  They  had  proceeded  as 

*  far  as  Ditto's  Ferry,  when  the  greater  part  of 
'  them,  refusing  to  cross  the  river,  returned  in  a 

*  tmnnltuous  manner,  committing,  on  the  route, 
'  mnamerable  inregularities,  which  there  was  no 


*  force  sufficient  to  restrain."  Of  these  men,  Geo- 
eral  Jackson,  in  an  official  order,  says,  "  that  they 
'  are  returning  home,  not  only  like  deserters,  but 
'  in  the  real  genuine  character  of  such,  is,  indeed, 
'  a  lamentable  truth."  The  historian  closes  this 
relation  by  telling  us  that,  "  thus,  in  a  tumultuous 
'  manner,  they  broke  up,  and,  committing  innu- 
'  merable  extravagancies,  regardless  alike  of  law 
'  and  decency^  continued  their  route  to  their  re^ 
'  spective  homes." 

It  appears,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  the  character  of  the 
militia  in  the  last  war,  was  not  materially  changed 
from  what  it  had  been  during  the  war  of  the  Rev- 
olution. It  is  not  possible  to  add  to  this  evidence 
so  as  to  make  it  more  conclusive  in  proving  that 
the  militia  are  not  subordinate,  patient,  faithful, 
and  persevering,  when  in  service;  therefore,  they 
are  not  to  be  relied  on  by  the  American  people, 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  war. 

I  find,  in  a  late  newspaper,  this  paragraph : 
"  The  session  of  the  supreme  court  at  Utica  closed 
'  on  Saturday  last.  Among  the  important  causes 
'  argued  before  them,  was  one  involving  the  ra- 
'  lidity  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court  martial  un- 
'  der  General  Stediford,  organized  for  the  purpose 
'  of  trying  those  militiamen  who  '  declined,  neg- 
'  lected,  or  refused,'  to  go  into  the  service  of  the 
'  United  States  during  the  latter  part  of  the  last 
'  war,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  Governor 
'  of  this  State,  issued  in  conformity  to  the  requi- 
'  sitions  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
'  The  fines  imposed  by  that  body  are  supposed  to 
'  exceed  $100,000,  and  the  number  of  delinquents 
'  amounted  to  upwards  of  nine  thousand."  Would 
it  be  proper,  said  Mr.  S.,  after  this,  to  place  our 
reliance  on  militia,  when  we  find  them  refuse,  in 
such  numbers,  in  one  of  the  most  patriotic  Slates, 
when  legally  called,  to  enter  the  service  of  the 
United  States  7  And,  until  they  ioin  your  ser- 
vice, you  have  not,  by  the  existing  laws,  any  com- 
mand over  them.  The  effect  of  efforts  to  raise  an 
army  of  militia  is  to  produce  a  multitude  of  fines; 
in  collecting  which,  the  courts  shall  be  engaged 
some  years  after  the  war  is  ended.  On  sucn  a 
system  of  defence  it  would  be  folly  to  place  our 
reliance. 

I  will  next  inquire  of  hi^tory  whether  militia  are 
firm  and  steady  in  action.  We  will  return  to  the 
warof  the  Revolution,  and  to  the  battle  of  Camden, 
where  Gates  commanded  about  four  thousand  men, 
opposed  to  about  two  thousand  of  the  enemy.  Bet- 
ter troops  than  the  American  regulars  who  fought 
in  that  action  never  appeared  in  any  field.  But 
there,  the  historian  tells  us,  ^'  the  intimidated  mili- 
tia thrno  down  their  arms  and  fied  from  the  field 
with  the  utmost  precipitation ;"  (and  these  were 
Virginia  militia  too.)  "Except  one  regiment 
'  commanded  by  Colonel  Dixon,  an  old  continen- 
'  tal  officer,  which  was  posted  nearest  the  conti- 
'  nental  troops,  the  whole  ISiorth  Carolina  division 
'  followed  the  shameful  example.  Dixon's  regi- 
'  ment  maintained  its  ground  lor  great  part  of  the 
action.  Other  parts  of  the  same  brigade,  which 
'  was  commanded  by  Gregory,  made  a  show  of 
'  fighting,  and  the  whole  paused  for  an  instant ; 
'  but  the  terror  of  their  brethren  was  soon  commu- 
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'  nieated  to  them,  and  they,  also,  threw  away  thei/r 
'  arms,  and  sought  safety  in  flight.     Very  few  of 

*  the  militia  of  North  Carolina  or  Virginia  dis- 
'  charged  a  single  musket,  and  a  still  smtdler  num- 

*  her  brought  one  ofl'the  field." 

Thus,  said  Mr.  S.,  in  consequence  of  the  mis- 
conduct of  the  militia,  of  their  utter  want  of  firm- 
ness in  action,  our  regular  troops  were  cut  to  pieces, 
the  enemy  with  a  force  greatly  inferior  in  point  of 
numbers  triumphed,  the  Carolinas  were  lost,  the 
independence  01  the  country  brought  into  jeopardy; 
and  the  declaration  of  Washington  again  fully 
justified  ;  that  no  man,  who  has  any  regard  for  his 
honor,  character,  or  peace  of  mind,  should  risk  them 
on  militia. 

I  will  bring  you  next  to  the  battle  of  Guilford, 
where  we  had  more  than  four  thousand  men,  op- 
posed to  less  than  two  thousand  of  the  enemy  ;  and 
as  we  had  more  than  one  thousand  six  hundred 
regular  troops,  the  entire  defeat  of  the  enemy  must 
have  been  the  result,  had  the  militia  performed 
their  duty  in  a  tolerable  manner.  The  historian 
having  given  us  the  order  of  battle,  says  "  the 
'  British  troops  advanced  to  the  charge  with  the 
'  cool  determined  courage  which  dmipliiu  inspires. 
'  Notwithstanding  the  great  advantages  of  their 

*  position,  and  the  security  afforded  by  the  cover  of 
'  a  thick  wood,  strong  fence,  and  a  second  line  in 

*  their  rear,  the  North  Carolina  militia  JUd  vfiih  the 
'  utmost  precipitatio7i.  At  the  distance  of  one  hun- 
'  dred  and  forty  yards  their  fire  commenced  on  an 
'  enemy  advancing  through  an  open  field.  Many 
'  of  them  did   not  once  discbarge   their  loaded 

*  muskets;  and  except  the  small  part  of  one  of  the 
'  battalions  in  Eaton's  brigade,  none  gave  more 
'  than  a  second  fire.  The  exertions  of  their  gene- 
'  rals  and  field  officers  were  entirely  unavailing. 
'  Terrified  at  the  siyhtofthe  enemy,  they  fled  in  every 
'  direction.  Many  of  them  threw  away  their  arms  ; 
'  and  dispersing  themselves  through  the  woods, 
'  made  the  best  of  their  way  to  their  respective 
'  homes.  The  few  who  kept  their  ground  gave 
'way,  of  course,  on  the  first  fire  that  was  made 
'  upon  them." 

Thus,  said  Mr.  S.,  as  the  misconductof  the  mi- 
litia of  Virginia  gave  the  enemy  possession  of  the 
Carolinas,  so  the  misconduct  ot"  the  militia  of 
North  Carolina,  and  their  equal  want  of  firmness 
inaction, gave  theenemya  victory  where  he  should 
have  met  with  an  entire  defeat ;  and  this  led  to 
the  invasion  of  Virginia.  Another  confirmation 
of  the  declaration  of  General  Washington,  that, 
"  To  place  any  dependence  upon  militia,  is  assur- 
edly resting  upon  a  broken  staff." 

Let  us  inquire  if  the  militia  in  the  late  war  ex- 
hibited a  greater  degree  of  firmness  and  steadiness 
in  action,  than  they  did  in  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. I  have  seen  an  opinion  ascribed  to  a  distin- 
guished friend  of  the  United  States,  to  whom  they 
owe  the  debt  of  perpetual  gratitude,  which  incul- 
cates an  error  that  1  am  lalx)ring  to  remove.  The 
Marquis  La  Fayette,  to  whom  I  allude,  says  "  the 
'  battle  which  closed  this  war,  that  of  New  Or- 
'  leans,  is  one  of  the  curious  phenomena  of  military 
'  history,  and  one  of  the  best  arguments  in  favor 
'  of  the  employment  of  militia  to  resist  the  attacks 


'  of  regular  troop."  Let  the  Marquis  think  so.  Let 
all  Europe  think  so ;  it  is  well :  but  let  us  not  be 
deceived ;  it  would  be  a  fatal  deception.  The 
victory  of  New  Orleans  was  owing  to  the  great 
ability  of  the  American  General,  the  advantages 
of  his  position,  and  the  incapacity  of  his  opfN>- 
nent,  who  neglected  to  advance  until  it  was  too 
late.  But,  General  Jackson  did  not  command 
militia  alone ;  and  he  probably  would  have  failed, 
had  he  commanded  militia  only.  It  appears,  by 
documents  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  that,  in  adh 
dition  to  a  little  more  then  four  thousand  niilitia) 
General  Jackson  had  under  his  command  nine 
hundred  and  three  United  States' troops,  of  whom 
fifty-two  were  officers,  and  he  was  aided  by  seren 
hundred  and  four  seamen  and  marines,  of  whom 
sixteen  were  commissioned  officers.  General  Jack- 
son deserves  immortal  renown  ;  nor  does  it  detract 
from  the  praise  justly  due  to  him,  that  of  the  force 
who  fought  at  New  Orleans,  one  thousand  six 
hundred  were  trained  men,  commanded  by  skilftd 
officers.  ▼ 

To  assist  you  in  deciding  whether  the  militia  in 
the  last  war  were  firm  and  steady  in  daager,  I  will 
first  offer  you  the  testimony  of  General  Cass.  In 
a  letter  written  in  January,  1814.  from  Williams- 
ville,  near  Buflalo,  he  says :  "  The  circumstances 
'  attending  the  destruction  of  Buffalo,  you  will 
'  have  heard  before  this  reaches  you ;  but  the  force 
'  of  the  enemy  has  been  greatly  magnified.  Prom 
'  the  most  careful  examination,  I  am  satisfied,  that 
'  not  more  than  six  hundred  and  fifty  men.  of  reg- 
'  ulars,  militia,  and  Indians, landed  at  Black  Rock. 
'  To  oppose  these  we  had  from  two  thousand  five 
'  hundred  to  three  thousand  militia  ;  all  except  a 
'  very  few  of  them  behaved  in  the  most  cowardly 
'  manner.  They  fled  without  discharging  a  mus- 
'  ket."  I  will  next  offer  the  testimony  of  (Jeneral 
Brown,  given  from  Sackett's  Harbor,  in  June,  1813, 
and  containing  an  account  of  his  first  battle.  He 
says,  "our  strength  at  this  point  was  now  five 
'  hundred  men,  all  anxious  for  battle,  as  far  as 
'  profession  would  go.  My  orders  were  that  the 
'  troops  should  lie  close,  and  reserve  their  fire  till 
'  the  enemy  had  approached  so  near  that  every 
'  shot  might  hit  its  object.  It  is  however,  impos- 
'  sible  to  execute  such  orders  with  raw  troops,  un- 
'  accustomed  to  subordination.  My  orders  were 
'  in  this  case  disobeyed.  The  whole  line  fired, 
'  and  not  without  effect ;  but  in  the  moment  when 
'  I  was  contemplating  this,  to  my  utter  astonish- 
'  ment,  they  rose  and  fled.  It  was  during  this  last 
'  movement  that  the  regulars  under  Colonel  Backus 
'  first  engaged  the  enemy  ;  nor  was  it  long  before 
'  they  defeated  him.  Tne  result  of  the  action,  so 
'  glorious  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  regular 
'  army,  has  already  been  communicated  in  my  let- 
'  ter  of  the  29th.''  It  does  not,  said  Mr.  S.,  ap- 
pear from  history  that  the  conduct  of  the  militia 
in  the  last  war  was  different  in  action  from  what 
it  was  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  The  general 
testimony  of  history  is.  that  militia  are  not  to  be 
relied  on  to  oppose  regular  troops  in  the  field.  They 
have  generally  fled  from  regular  troops  at  the  first 
fire.  They  thus  fled  at  Camden,  at  Guilford 
Courthouse,  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  at  Buffalo,  and 
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at  Bladensburg.  This  Capitol  burned  by  incen- 
diaries, will  be  a  monument,  as  long  as  it  stands, 
to  prove  that  militia  are  an  unsafe  dependence  for 
deience.  Militia  to  oppose  regular  troops  require 
either  the  advantage  of  a  rampart,  or  that  they 
shall  be  highly  irritated.  General  Washington 
remarks  that,  ''  when  men  are  irritated  and  the 
passions  inflamed,  they  fly  hastily  and  cheerfully 
to  arms."  At  Bunker's  Hill  and  at  New  Orleans, 
the  militia  had  a  rampart.  At  Saratoga,  and  the 
immediately  preceding  actions,  the  minds  of  the 
militia  were  highly  inflamed  by  the  cruel  and  im- 
politic proceedings  of  the  enemy. 

The  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts  has 
informed  us  of  a  contest  seen  and  reported  to  him 
by  General  Brown,  wherein  a  militia  regiment  at- 
tacked a  regiment  of  regular  troops  in  open  space, 
and  put  them  to  flight.  I  have  inquired  oi  the 
honorable  member  where  this  happened,  and  he 
says  the  place  was  not  named  to  him.  As  this  is 
a  subject  on  which  I  have  conversed  with  that 
distingufthed  officer,  1  was  somewhat  surprised  at 
the  information;  and  apprehend  the  honorable 
member  must  have  been  mistaken  in  what  he  sup- 
posed Greneral  Brown  said  to  him.  In  a  written 
paper  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  given  to  me  by 
General  Brown,  he  says,  "  It  is  believed  that  un- 
'  disciplined  men  never  did  achieve  a  victory, 
'  when  opposed  by  regulars  in  open  sjjace,  or  by 
'  field  engagement."  This  is  directly  at  variance 
with  the  information  which  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Massachusetts  supposes  he  received  from 
General  Brown. 

I  will  proceed  to  show  that  militia  are  the  most 
expensive  defence  that  a  nation  can  employ.  Here, 
aeain,  I  will  ofier  the  testimony  of  the  historian 
of  the  life  of  Washington.  He  says,  "  The  im- 
'  mense  loss  of  arms  rebulting  inevitably  from  their 
'  being  placed  in  the  hands  of  troops  who  were 
'  soon  to  return  home,  and  who  could  not  be  sub- 

*  jected  to  discipline  while  in  camp,  was  a  very 

*  serious  mischief."  He  tells  us,  "  They  carried 
'  off  arms  and  blankets,  which  had  been  unavoid- 
'  ablv  delivered  to  them  to  be  used  while  in  camp, 
'  and  thus  wasted  in  advance  the  supplies  collected 
'  for  the  use  of  the  army,  now  recruiting  for  the 
'  ensuing  campaign."  The  testimony  of  General 
Washington  himself  is  still  more  full,  clear,  and 
conclusive.    He  says,  "  Certain  I  am  that  it  would 

*  be  cheaper  to  keep  fifty  thousand  or  one  hundred 
'  men  in  constant  jwy  than  to  depend  on  half  the 
'  number,  and  supply  the  other  half  occasionally 
'  by  militia.  Again  he  says,  "The  saving  in  the 
'  articles  of  stores,  provisions,  and  a  thousand  other 
'  things,  by  having  nothing  to  do  with  militia,  un- 
'  less  in  cases  of  extraordinary  exigency,  would 
'  amply  support  a  large  army,  which,  well  officered, 
'  would  be  daily  improving,  instead  of  continuing 

*  a  destructive,  expensive,  and  disorderly  mob.  1 
'  am  clear  in  opinion,  that,  if  forty  thousand  men 

*  had  been  kept  in  constant  pay  since  the  first  com- 
'  mencement  of  hostilities,  and  the  militia  had 
'  been  excused  during  that  period,  the  continent 
'  would  have  saved  money."  Equally  remarkable, 
said  Mr.  S.,  for  profusion  and  waste  was  the  con- 
dHct  of  the  militia  during  the  late  war.    The  writer 


of  the  Life  of  General  Jackson,  speaking  of  a  brig- 
ade of  militia,  says,  "  They  committed  the  wild- 
'  est  extravagancies,  profusely  wasting  the  public 
'  grain,  which  with  much  difficulty  and  labor  had 
'  been  collected  there  for  the  purpose  of  the  cam- 
'  paign,  and  indulging  in  every  species  of  excess." 
I  hold  in  my  hand  a  still  more  satisfactory  piece 
of  evidence  of  the  monstrous  expense  attending 
the  employment  of  militia  by  the  United  States. 
It  is  an  abstract,  showing,  in  part,  the  number  of 
militia  who,  during  the  last  war,  were  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  and  paid  separately. 
Can  you  guess,  sir,  within  an  hundred  of  the  num- 
ber of  militia  generals  employed  ?  The  number 
was  one  hundred  and  seventy-four.  Yes,  sir,  you 
had  one  hundred  and  seventy-four  militia  gen- 
erals in  service  in  the  last  war ;  and  an  aggregate 
of  four  hundred  and  ten  thousand  men. (a)  The 
pay  of  these  militia,  including  the  subsistence  and 
forage  of  officers,  amounted  to  more  than  twelve 
million  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  exclusive  of 
the  subsistence  of  the  men,  the  quartermasters' 
supplies,  the  transportation,  ordnance  stores,  med- 
ical stores,  and  other  expenses,  which  must  have 
amounted  to  an  enormous  sura.* 

I  have  said,  that  to  keep  a  militift  army  in  the 
field  is  most  distressing  to  the  people.     To  prove 
this,  I  will  recur  one  moment  to  the  Life  of  Wash- 
ington.  The  writer  says,  "The  frequent  demands 
'  made  on  the  militia  were  extremely  harassing 
'  and  distressing  to  the  great  body  of  the  people. 
'  In  those  States  most  exposed  to  these  calls,  seri- 
'  ous  apprehensions  were  entertained  for  the  agri- 
'  culture  of  the  country."     Again  he  says,  "The 
'  burden  of  calling  militia  from  their  domestic  avo- 
'  cations  at  ev^y  threat  of  invasion,  and  of  watch- 
'  ing  the  different  stations  of  the  enemy  with  men 
'  whose  principal  pursuit  was  the  cultivation  of 
'  the  soil,  began  to  be  so  intolerable,  that  the  ^o- 
'  pie  cast  about  for  other  expedients   to  relieve 
'  themselves  from  its  weight."     He  adds,  "The 
'  inconvenience  of  relying  on  militia  only  for  se- 
'  curity   against  even   sudden   inva.sion,   was   so 
'  strongly  felt  that  the  States  generally  resolved  to 
'  raise  particular  corps  of  regular  troops  for  indi- 
'  vidua!  defence."   We  know  that,  in  tne  last  war, 
the  same  cause  produced  the  like  effect,  and  that 
Virginia  determined  to  raise  a  regular  army  of  ten 
thou>and  men  for  the  defence  of  the  State.     The 
distressing  consequences  of  frequent  calls  on  the 
militia  are  also  noticed  by  General  Washington, 
who  says,  "  The  militia,  who  have  been  harassed 
'  and  tired  by  repeated  calls  upon  them,  (and  farm- 
'  ing  and  manufactures  in  a  manner  suspended,) 
'  would,  upon  any  pressing  emergency,  have  run 
•  with  alacrity  to  arms ;  whereas  the  cry  now  is, 
'  they  may  be  as  well  ruined  in  one  way  as  ano- 
'  ther." 

It  should  be  recollected,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  the 
militia  are  drawn  into  service  by  a  conscription. 
You  take  the  unwilling  man,  you  force  the  father 
from  his  family,  the  stripling  from  his  widowed 
mother.  You  produce  much  private  distress,  be- 
sides injuring  agriculture  and  manufactures.   How 

*  See  statement  of  General  Jesup. 
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many  of  the  youth  of  Virginia  died  ingloriously 
at  Norfolk,  who  were  constrained  into  the  service 
against  their  will,  and  never  saw  an  enemy  !  A 
regular  force,  raised  by  bounties,  is  composed  of 
wQling  men— of  those  least  attached  to,  and  least 
important  to  society.  If  we  must  offer  human 
sacrifices  to  the  Moloch  of  war,  let  them  be  will- 
ing sacrifices. 

1  have  said,  that  keeping  up  the  militia  army  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  on  war,  operates  unequally 
and  unjustly  on  the  people.  Such  an  army  will 
be  kept  up  by  those  States  which  are  near  to  the 
seat  of  war,  while  those  at  a  distance  will  be 
wholly  exempted  from  this  distressing  service. 
Thus,  in  the  last  war,  the  iflilitia  of  New  York, 
Tennessee,  and  some  other  States,  were  called  on 
to  make  immense  sacrifices  for  the  common  cause, 
while  those  of  South  Carolina,  New  Jersey,  New 
Hampshire,  andjother  States,  were  almost  entirely 
exempted.  Not  only  is  the  tax  on  human  life 
made  very  unequal,  but  the  bounties  paid  for  sub- 
stitutes amount  to  an  oppressive  tax,  paid  in  par- 
ticular dii>tricts,  and  by  particular  individuals  in 
those  districts.  Many  persons  during  the  last  war 
paid  $300  each,  as  bounties  to  keep  up  the  militia 
army,  while  thousands  of  the  wealthy  paid  noth- 
ing, and  rendered  no  service.  The  militia  laws 
have  operated  unjustly  in  the  same  districts.  In 
some  cases  you  have  gone  half  through  the  militia 
rolls;  one-half  have  performed  tours  of  duty,  or 
paid  $300  each  for  substitutes,  the  other  half  have 
not  done  any  duty,  or  paid  any  thing. 

Militia  service  operates  as  a  capitation  tax — the 
most  unjust  of  all  taxes.  If  an  army  is  raised  by 
bounties,  those  bounties  are  paid  by  the  Treasury, 
and  raised  by  just  principles  of  taxation  on  the 
whole  wealth  of  the  community. 

You  should  also  consider  the  effect  which  the 
bounties  given  by  militiamen  for  substitutes  had 
on  your  recruiting  service.  When  you  were  in- 
clined to  make  a  great  exertion  to  get  a  regular 
army  in  the  last  war,  you  gave  a  bounty  of  $124 
for  five  years  service;  but  you  at  the  same  time 
continued  your  calls  on  the  militia,  who  offered  a 
bounty  of  $300  for  six  months  service.  How  could 
you  expect  your  recruiting  service  to  succeed  when 
you  produced  such  a  competition?  Let  it  be  ob- 
served, too,  that  if  a  railitiaarmy  of  fifty  thousand 
men  is  raised  by  a  bounty  of  $300  to  each  man, 
then  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  are  paid  in  bounties 
for  six  months  service;  when  you  would  get  a 
regular  army  of  the  same  number  at  $100  each,  or 
five  millions  for  five  years  service ;  and  these  five 
millions  will  be  paid  irom  the  Treasury,  and  raised 
by  an  equal  tax  on  the  United  States,  while  the 
fifteen  millions  given  for  six  months  service  of 
militia  substitutes  will  have  been  paid  by  particu- 
lar individuals  in  particular  districts. 

I  proceed  to  show  that  the  regular  troops  of  the 
American  Army  deserve  the  confidence  of  the 
American  people,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on 
war.  I  have  noticed  their  conduct  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution,  at  Camden  and  at  Guilford ;  but 
it  is  to  the  battles  of  the  late  war  that  I  will  refer, 
to  show  that  the  same  men,  who  in  the  militia  are, 
as  General  Washington  has  observed,  "  timid,  and 


ready  to  fly  from  their  own  shadows,"  become  in 
the  regular  service  the  best  soldiers  in  the  world. 
In  the  paper  which  I  received  from  General 
Brown,  from  which  I  have  already  read  an  ex- 
tract, he  states,  the  American  Army  at  Chippewa, 
on  the  5th  July,  1814,  was  composed  of  2,500  regu- 
lars, of  whom  1,200  were  in  the  action,  and  of  500 
irregulars,  who  were  in  the  action ;  he  states  Gen- 
eral Rial's  command  on  the  same  day  as  composed 
of  regular  3,350,  of  whom  1,800  were  in  action, 
and  of  300  irregulars,  who  were  in  the  action ; 
thus  it  appears  that  1,700  Americans  defeated 
2,100  British  troops,  and  of  the  Americans  only 
1,200  were  regulars.  We  know  that  the  battle 
was  won  by  them.*  He  states  the  American  Army 
at  Bridgewater  as  composed  of  2,850  regulars  and 
350  volunteers,  and  that  of  General  Drummond  as 
composed  of  3,950  regulars,  and  1,000  Indians  and 
militia ;  thus  it  appears  that  3,200  American  troops 
did  defeat  4,950  British  troops.  He  states  the 
American  Army  at  Fort  Erie,  on  the  25th  August, 
at  2,500,  and  that  of  General  Drummond,  all  regu- 
lars, at  3,550 ;  thus  it  appears  that  2,500  American 
troops  did  repulse  and  defeat  3,550  British  troops. 
He  states  the  American  Army,  on  the  17th  Septem- 
ber, as  composed  of  1,300  regular  troops,  and  1,000 
volunteers,  and  that  of  General  Drummond  as  com- 
posed of  4,157 ;  thus  it  appears  that  2,300  American 
troops  defeated  nearly  double  their  number  of  the 
enemy. 

Courage  is  confidence.  The  very  same  man 
who  in  the  militia  has  no  courage,  and  flies  at  the 
first  shot,  because  he  has  no  confidence  in  himself, 
his  comrades,  or  his  officers,  becomes  a  hero  in  the 
regular  service,  because  discipline  inspires  him 
with  confidence  in  himself,  in  his  companions,  and 
in  tho.se  by  whom  he  is  commanded.  Discipline 
is  the  principle  of  victories.  Without  it  you  can- 
not have  an  armed  force  on  which  the  nation  can 
rely.  You  cannot  have  a  militia  effective  for  the 
purposes  of  war,  without  subjecting  them  to  disci- 
pline and  subordination ;  and  this  you  cannot  do 
without  taking  up  too  much  of  the  time,  and  taking 
away  too  much  of  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

This  is  an  old  question,  whether  veterans  or  un- 
disciplined men  are  to  be  preferred  for  making 
war  i  History  answers  this  question  uniformly  in 
favor  of  veterans,  from  the  time  of  the  first  wars 
on  record  to  the  present  day.  We  should  make 
war  with  regular  troops ;  and,  with  a  view  to  be 

frepared  to  raise  immediately  a  considerable  army, 
would  keep  in  time  of  peace  a  regular  force  to 
occupy  our  military  posts,  and  I  would  provide  an 
immense  quantity  of  the  materials  for  war.  I 
would  have  in  service  a  number  of  supernumerary 
company  officers,  with  a  view  to  increase  the 
Army,  when  necessary,  with  facility.  I  shoiild 
not  have  been  willing  to  discharge  a  single  soldier 
of  the  present  establishment,  had  not  the  Secretary 
of  War  reported  a  plan  for  reduction,  in  which  he 
seems  to  acquiesce  in  the  expediency  of  discharg- 
ing a  part  of  the  soldiers  now  in  service.  With 
regard  to  the  general  officers  and  the  staff,  I  ap- 
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prehend  there  majr  be  a  partial  redaction  without 
injury  to  the  service. 

The  great  object  of  a  militia  is  to  have  an  armed 
|>eoj^,  ready  to  repel  every  invasion  of  their  liber- 
ties. The  militia  belong  essentially  to  the  States. 
It  could  not  have  been  the  intention  of  those  who 
formed  the  Constitution  that  Congress  should 
make  war  with  the  militia,  or  they  would  have 
given  to  the  General  Government  power  to  ap- 
point the  oflBcers,  and  to  train  the  militia ;  which 
powers  are  retained  by  the  States,  who  thus  retain 
the  control  of  the  militia.  The  States  may  au- 
thorize an  annual  election  of  militia  officers ;  and 
bow  can  you  confide  in  a  force  which  is  placed 
essentially  beyond  your  control  ? 

Sir,  it  is  with  the  most  powerful  nations  of  the 
world  that  we  are  most  likely  to  have  collisions. 
We  should  avail  ourselves  ol  the  advantages  re- 
sulting from  fortifications  and  from  military  skill, 
as  our  physical  force  is  inferior  to  that  of  the  na- 
tions who  may  become  our  enemies.  We  cannot 
be  in  too  mucn  haste  to  finish  our  fortifications  It 
would  be  better  to  pay  interest  on  the  sum  they 
will  cost  than  to  leave  our  maritime  frontier  un- 
protected. If  you  would  maintain  your  authority 
m  your  stapwrts,  you  must  have  cannon  and  sol- 
diers there.  We  should  secure  peace  by  presenting 
an  iron  front  to  our  foes.  When  we  have  ex- 
pended more  than  one  hundred  millions  of  money, 
and  fifty  thousand  lives,  to  maintain  our  rights  by 
war,  shall  we  refuse  to  expend  a  few  millions  an- 
nually to  preserve  those  rights  in  peace? 

Before  you  destroy  the  Army,  you  ought  to  pass 
an  efficient  militia  law.  A  bill  was  drawn  and 
reported,  four  years  ago,  which  would  have  given 
you  a  militia  system  much  more  efficient  than  you 
have  at  present.  It  proposed  to  call  out  the  -offi- 
cers for  the  war,  and  the  privates  for  two  years. 
Such  an  army  might  have  acquired  discipline,  and 
become  respectable ;  but  you  did  not  pass  the  bill. 
Will  you  now  enact  such  a  law  ?  I  apprehend 
you  will  not.  And,  surely,  before  you  destroy  one 
system  of  defence  you  should  provide  another. 

Sir,  I  would  not  break  down  any  of  the  neces- 
sary institutions  of  the  Government.  It  is  not  ne- 
cessary to  do  so.  It  is  singular  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  charged  in  this  House  with  prodi- 
gality and  oppression,  when  no  taxes  whatever 
are  imposed  on  the  people ;  and  the  only  com- 
plaint made  by  them  is,  that  the  duties  imposed 
are  not  high  enough. 

(a)  General  officers 174 

(jrenermi  rttff 935 

Field  officers 1,867 

Regimental  sUff 3^083 

Non-commiBsioned  ataff      -         -         .         .  1,750 

CapUins 6^510 

iSuMtems 15,385 

N«s-cominiaaioned  officers  •         -         .         •  48  337 

Mwicians 6^651 

Privates 326,011 

ToUl 382,649 

Aggregate  -         -  -   410,603 

Pay,  $12,618,967  38.  -== 


It  will  be  understood  that  the  foregoing  statement 
embraces  only  the  pay  of  the  militia,  and  the  pay,  sub- 
sistence, and  forage  of  officers,  so  far  as  the  calls  ex- 
hibited the  same.  The  subsistence  of  the  militia;  the 
QaartermaMer's  snpplies ;  the  transportation,  ord- 
nance stores,  and  all  other  expenses  incident  to  their 
service,  form  no  part  o{  the  estimate. 

(6)  Memorandum  by  General  Jesup,  Quttrtermatter 

General. 
In  time  of  peace,  when  the  Army  is  mostly  station- 
ary, and  its  expenditures  rigidly  economised,  the  pro- 
portion its  pay  bears  to  its  other  expenses  of  every  de- 
scription, is  estimated  as  sixty-five  is  to  one  hundn^d 
and  ninty-five,  or  as  one  to  three.  But  in  time  of  war, 
with  the  same  rigid  economy,  its  expenses,  from  the 
multiplied  movements,  and  unavoidable  waste  and  ex- 
penditures may,  without  erring  much,  be  estimated  as 
one  is  to  five,  so  is  the  pay  to  the  other  expenses. 
This  ratio  is  applicable  to  the  expenses  of  the  regular 
Army,  and,  though  the  militia  expenses  would  not 
embrace  the  item  of  clothing  which  is  included  in  es- 
timating the  ratio  above,  yet  it  is  believed,  from  their 
superior  skill  in  waste  and  destruction  of  arms  and 
property  generally,  that  their  pay  would  sUnd  to 
their  other  expenses  as  one  is  to  six.  Hence,  when 
the  pay  amounts  to  $12,600,000,  their  other  expenses 
would  be  $75,600,000. 

Mr.  Ec8Ti3  followed,  in  reply  to  parts  of  Mr. 
Smyth's  speech.  When  he  concluded,  the  Com- 
mittee rose. 


^L 


ATi'RnAY,  January  6.  *  r 

DEATH  OF  MR.  LINN. 
Mr.  Southard  announced  the  death  of  JoH?i 
LiN.N,  one  of  the  members  of  this  House,  from  the 
State  of  New  Jersey.     Whereupon, 

Jiesolved,  unanimously,  That  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  order  for  superintending  the  funeral 
of  John  Linn,  deceased,  late  a  representative  from  the 
State  of  New  Jersey. 

Messrs.  Southard,  Bateman,  Bloomfield, 
KiNSEY,  S.MITH,  of  New  Jersey,  Culpeper,  and 
Marchano,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  members  of  this 
House  will  testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of  John 
Linn,  late  one  ot  their  body,  by  wearing  crape  on  the 
leA  arm  for  one  month. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  members  of  this 
House  will  attend  the  funeral  of  the  late  John  Linn 
this  day  at  three  o'clock. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  a  message  be  sent  to 
the  Senate  to  notify  them  of  the  death  of  John  Linn, 
late  a  member  of  this  House,  and  that  his  funeral  will 
take  place  this  day  at  three  o'clock,  from  the  Hall  of 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  January  8. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  from  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Daniel  Udree,  elected  to  supply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Joseph 
Hiester,  aj^ared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Cannon,  from  the  Committee  upon  the 
subject  of  the  Militia,  reported  a  bill  to  provide 
an  uniform  system  of  organization  for  the  militia 
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of  the  different  States  and  Territories;  and  for  ia- 
strncting  the  officers  of  the  same  at  the  expense 
of  the  United  States  ;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Gross,  of  New  York,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  one  day  for  consideration  : 

Retolotd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
b«  requested  to  inform  this  House  (if,  in  his  opinion, 
proper)  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  regulations, 
since  the  first  of  January,  1816,  have  been  had  with 
the  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  or  any  portion  of  them ; 
who  the  commissioners  or  agents  were ;  the  objecta 
of  the  negotiations  ;  the  expenses  of  the  same  ;  the 
compensation  of  each  commissioner,  secretary,  and 
agent,  and  to  whom  the  moneys  were  paid. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Strong,  of  New  York, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into,  and  re- 
port to  this  House,  the  number  of  lotteries  which 
have  been  instituted  in  said  District,  by  virtue  of 
an  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of 
Washington,  and  to  repeal  all  acts  heretofore 
passed  for  that  purpose,  passed  the  15th  of  May, 
1820 ;  the  purposes  for  which  the  moneys  are  to 
be  raised ;  the  amount  of  each  scheme,  and  the 
total  nominal  value  of  the  tickets  offered  for  sale  ; 
the  rate  of  deduction  proposed  to  be  made  from 
the  prizes,  and  the  gross  amount  of  the  proceeds 
of  said  lotteries,  which  will  come  into  the  hands 
of  the  managers ;  and,  also,  whether  the  condition 
of  the  said  act  of  incorporation  has  been  complied 
with,  so  far  as  it  respects  the  authority  to  raise 
money  by  lotteries. 

Mr.  Trimble  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  one 
day  for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
instructed  to  inform  this  House  when,  and  why,  the 
agency  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  for  the 
War  and  Navy  Departments  was  first  established,  and 
whether  the  same  may  not  be  discontinued  without 
detriment  to  the  public  service. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Robert  Purdy,"  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  resolutions  moved  by  Mr.  Williams,  of 
North  Carolina,  calling  for  information  of  the 
amount  of  money  necessary  to  complete  the  con- 
tracts which  have  been  made  for  the  increase  of 
the  navy  and  for  building  fortifications,  were 
taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

REDUCTION  OF  E.XPENDITURES. 

Mr.  Cobb  having  moved  again  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union— 

A  short  debate  arose  which  resulted  in  a  motion 
by  Mr.  Beech er  to  discharge  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  resolutions  introduced 
by  Mr.  Cobb. 

In  this  debate  Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer, 
Cobb,  Lowndes,  Simkins,  Beecher.  Harding, 
Floyd,  Sergeant,  and  Baldwin,  took  part. 

The  question  discussed  was,  simply,  whether 
the  subject  of  a  general  reduction  of  the  expenses 


of  the  Government,  with  refereiice  to  expediency 
and  to  the  state  of  the  finances,  could  be  more 
practically  and  efficiently  considered  by  continu- 
ing to  debate  the  declaratory  propositions  of  Mr. 
Cobb,  or  the  bills  which  have  been,  and  probably 
will  hereafter  be,  introduced,  for  the  reduction  of 
the  expenditures  of  various  branches  of  the  public 
service. 

The  debate  terminated  .in  agreeing  to  Mr. 
Beecher's  motion,  by  a  vote  of  82  to  49 ;  and 
the  resolutions,  being  then  before  the  House,  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Purdy;"  and  they 
have  also  passed  a  bill  of  this  House  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Perley  Keys  and  Jason  Fair- 
banks," with  an  amendment ;  in  which  bill  and 
amendment  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

The  said  amendment  was  read,  and  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

REDUCTION  OF  THE  ARMY. 

The  House,  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Williams, 
resolved  itpelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Wbol«, 
on  the  state  of  the  Union.     And, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Beecher,  the  Committee 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  reported  by  the  Mil- 
itary Committee,  for  reducing  the  Military  Peace 
Establishment.      The  first  section  having   been 

read — 

Mr.  Simkins  rose,  and  spok*  substanitially  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  same  arguments  apply  to  this 
particular  bill  which  have  been  used  on  the  gene- 
ral retrenching  resolutions  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Cobb;)  for,  however  di- 
verse the  resolutions  may  have  been  in  their  nature, 
everyone  must  have  seen  that  the  army  was  mainly 
in  view,  and  has  occupied,  principally,  the  atten- 
tion of  every  member  who  has  spoken  upon  them. 

Mr.  Chairman,  when  the  present  Chief  Magis- 
trate came  into  the  administration  of  the  Execu- 
tive Department  of  the  Union,  it  was  shortly  after 
the  late  war,  in  which  he  acted  a  most  firm,  cob- 
spicuous.  and  useful  part ;  and  when  himself,  with 
the  whole  nation,  had  a  strong  and  full  view  of 
the  commencement,  dangers,  and  events,  of  that 
war.  It  was  seen  by  the  President  and  all  en- 
lightened men,  (and  the  impression  was  too  strong 
to  be  disregarded,)  that  the  few  fortifications  for 
the  defence  of  our  whole  coast  which  were  then 
erected  were  either  half  finished,  in  a  state  of 
dilapidation,  or  nearly  deserted;  that  the  army 
had  no  efficient  staff",  or  arrangement  given  to  it 
by  Congress,  and  could  have,  of  course,  but  little 
organization  or  efficiency ;  and,  to  complete  the 
picture.  Congress  had  failed  to  pass  laws  for  the 
"  common  defence"  of  the  country,  so  as  to  make 
the  militia  what  they  always  oujht  to  be,  more 
particularly  in  the  absence  of  an  efficient  standmg 
army.  On  the  contrary,  the  state  of  this  main 
body  of  defence  was,  in  general,  deranged,  disor- 
ganized, and  relaxed. 

The  war  commenced ;  and,  during  its  two  first 


759 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


760 


761 


HISTORY.  OF  CONGRESS. 


762 


H.  OP  R. 


Redaction  of  the  Army. 


January,  1821,- 


years,  such  events  did  take  place  as  was  to  be  ex- 
pected from  the  defenceless  state  of  the  country — 
events,  many  of  whidTwere  mortifying  and  dis- 

fraceful  beyond  measure  to  every  man  who  had  a 
eart  to  feel  for  his  country !  Your  treasure 
speedily  exhausted,  your  Union  interrupted,  your 
moral  character  and  energy  fast  wasting  away, 
and  your  country  bleeding  at  every  pore ! 

I  nave  had  occasion  heretofore  to  bring  those 
scenes  to  the  view  of  Congress  on  this  same  sub- 
ject. From  the  strong  current  which  now  seems 
to  be  running  through  this  House  against  the 
army,  there  never  was  such  need  to  present  the 
picture,  in  strong  and  vivid  colors,  as  at  this  time. 

In  a  state  of  glorious  and  perfect  peace,  and 
with  a  knowledge  of  the  past,  what  was  the  im- 
perious duty  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  and  of  the 
Congress?  Can  any  man  who  has  sagacity  to 
see,  or  a  heart  to  love  his  country,  doubt  aoout 
what  ought  to  have  been  the  policy  which  should  I 
have  been  adopted?  The  President  did  distinctly  \ 
see  the  necessity  of  protecting  the  great  outlets  on  ' 
your  whole  coasts,  by  fortifications,  which  should 
be  as  lasting  as  your  hills — of  an  army,  which, 
from  its  staff,  organization,  and  number,  should 
man  your  forts  and  protect  your  immense  frontiers 
during  peace — should  defend  you  efficiently  during 
the  first  onsets  of  war,  and  be  the  means  of  in- 
fusing discipline  and  power  into  much  larger 
bodies  of  regulars  or  militia,  which  would  be 
promptly  added.  This  sound  and  practical  course, 
so  wise  in  itself,  and  so  loudly  and  universally 
called  for  by  the  whole  nation,  has  been  most  hap- 
pily begun,  and  has  progressed  with  a  pace  so 
steady  and  energetic  that  at  this  time  not  a  single 
doubt  remains  of  its  completion,  if  persisted  in,  or 
of  its  inestimable  importance  when  completed. 
The  great  and  exposed  points  of  your  coast  have 
been  surveyed  with  the  accuracy  and  skill  of  en- 
gineers inferior  perhaps  to  none  in  the  world,  and 
fortifications  already  erected  thereon,  or  in  a  state 
of  rapid  advancement.  Your  army,  too,  has  re- 
ceived an  organization  in  its  arrangement,  an 
economy  in  its  management,  and  an  efficiency  in 
its  effect,  approaching  to  that  perfection  which 
alone  the  highest  energies  of  the  human  mind  can 
expect  to  give  it. 

But,  has  this  policy,  of  putting  the  country  in 
"  an  armor  and  an  attitude  of  defence,"  for  the 
purposes  of  war,  and  the  greater  purposes  of  pre- 
serving peace,  been  sanctioned  by  the  people  f  I 
answer,  emphatically,  yes,  from  one  end  of  the 
continent  to  the  other.  We  have  not  heard  even 
a  whisper  against  it.  On  the  contrary,  the  high- 
est recommendations  of  the  course,  and,  what  may 
fairly  be  considered  as  conclusive  of  the  question 
is,  the  almost  unanimous  re-election,  at  this  very 
time,  of  that  Chief  Magistrate  who  has  lent  the 
whole  force  of  his  distinguished  talents  and  high 
moral  character  to  the  constant  progress  and  com- 
pletion of  this  policy.  Yet  there  is,  some  how 
or  other,  a  spirit  in  this  body,  (and  in  this  body 
alone,  it  appears  to  me  to  exist,)  which,  in  its 
loud  cry  for  economy  and  retrenchment,  says,  stop 
your  fortifications,  diminish  the  progress  of  your 
navy,  lessen  all  your  salaries,  dismiss  your  staff. 


and  cut  down  (or  destroy,  for  destruction  will  be 
the  consequence  of  such  a  measure,)  your  little 
army  to  the  command  of  a  single  Brigaaier  Gene- 
ral; and  these  gentlemen  bottom  themselves  upon 
what  they  represent  an  exhausted  state  of  our 
Treasury  and  resources.  This  is  an  attack  upon 
the  whole  course  and  spirit  of  the  present  Admin- 
istration ;  upon  the  most  clear  policy  of  the  coun- 
try, as  sanctioned  by  the  people ;  and  so  well  aware 
was  the  President,  at  the  opening  of  the  present 
session,  that  the  state  of  tne  Treasury  might  be 
the  ground-work  of  delaying  or  pulling  down  our 
defensive  institutions,  that  he  gave  a  general,  but 
a  candid  and  fair  view  of  our  fiscal  concerns, 
which  were  by  no  means  in  a  situation  as  dis- 
couraging as  had  been  supposed. 

I  acknowledge  that  a  report  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  subsequently  made,  represents  us  for 
1821,  as  $7,000,000  worse  than  nothing;  but  a 
mistake  or  over  estimate,  of  the  same  Department, 
has  already  been  acknowledged  to  the  amount  of 
§2,700,000,  and  when  the  resolutions  submitted 
by  my  honorable  friend  and  colleague  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Lownoes,)  calling  for  an  account 
of  the  balances  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1821,  are  answered,  we  shall  see  another 
error  or  over  estimate  (if  I  am  not  greatly  mis- 
taken) of  from  one  and  a  half  to  ^,500,000,  so 
that  the  deficiency  to  be  borrowed  for  1821,  in- 
stead of  being  $7,000,000,  will  be  little  more  than 
$2,000,000;  and  if  the  Louisiana  stock,  to  the 
amount  of  $2,000,000,  shall  not  be  paid  this  year, 
the  deficiency  will  not  be,  perhaps,  more  than  six 
or  $800,000!  For  the  three  next  years,  it  is  ad- 
mitted, on  all  hands,  that  our  deficiency  will  be 
very  little,  if  any,  taking  the  estimates  as  they  are 
now  made,  and  our  disbursements  as  they  now 
stand. 

Sir,  it  is  well  known  that  the  exhausted  state  of 
the  Treasury,  and  a  cry  about  improper  disburse- 
ments and  great  extravagance,  are  fruitful  themes 
of  declamation  for  those  who  wish  to  render  them- 
selves acceptable,  by  efforts  to  save  the  people's 
money.  The  cry  of  extravagance,  retrenchment, 
and  economy,  is  easily  raised,  for  words  cost  no- 
thing; but  show  me  the  real  practical  economist; 
the  man  who,  in  the  departments  of  your  Govern- 
ment, really  saves  your  money,  at  the  same  time 
that  he  advances  your  best  interests,  and  I  will 
pronounce  him  a  person  worthy  of  the  highest  con- 
fidence. I  wish  not  to  see  him  who  talks  a  great 
deal,  but  him  who  acts,  and  can  show  you  the 
fruits  of  his  actings. 

We  have  been  repeatedly  called  back  to  the 
pure  economical  times  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  adminis- 
tration. Let  us  for  a  moment  examine  it,  and 
candor  will  constrain  us  to  confe'^s  that  this  Ad- 
ministration, so  far  as  it  regarded  the  army  and 
some  other  defensive  measures,  was  founded  on  a 
reaction  of  what  were  conceived  to  be  the  high- 
handed measures  of  Mr.  Adams's  administration, 
and  went  too  far  on  the  other  side,  and  leaving  the 
army  too  small,  disorganized,  and  inefficient. 
This  was  the  greatest  error  into  which  the  then 
President  fell ;  and  this  is  the  precise  error  into 
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which  all  your  proposed   measures  of  retrench- 
ment directly  lead. 

Sir,  1  suppose  no  one  claims  an  entire  exemp- 
tion  from  error.  Of  Mr.  Jefferson's  administra- 
tion it  is  a  fact  that  some  acts  have  since  been 
found  by  experience,  and  so  acknowledged  by  the 
people,  to  have  been  impolitic.  I  refer  to  the  Ar- 
my and  Navy.* 

The  number  of  men  retained  on  the  peace  estab- 
lishment by  Mr.  Jefferson,  at  the  beginning  of  his 
administration,  was  3,300.  Now.  small  as  this 
number  was,  it  was  certainly  but  little  smaller  at 
that  period  of  our  history  than  our  ten  thousand 
is  at  this  time ;  considering  the  acquisition  of 
Louisiana,  and  the  consequent  immense  extension 
of  our  frontier,  the  necessary  increase  of  our  mili- 
tary posts  from  twenty-seven  to  about  eighty,  the 
vast  augmentation  of  our  fortifications  to  be  man- 
ned, the  rapid  increase  of  our  resources,  and  the 
almost  doubled  number  of  our  population.  But, 
sir,  Mr.  Jefferson  gave  us  the  best  commentary  on 
his  own  administration,  in  this  respect,  that  we 
could  possibly  have  wished  for. 

The  army  was  increased  in  the  year  1808,  by 
Mr.  Jefferson  himself,  to  ten  thousand  men,  pre- 
cisely our  present  number,  and  the  main  reason 
why  it  remained  comparatively  weak  and  ineffi- 
cient, till  the  beginning  of  the  war,  was  because 
there  never  was  any  thing  like  a  proper  staff  to 
arrange,  discipline,  and  organize  it.  It  had  nearly 
sunk  by  it?  own  weight,  for  the  want  of  such  a 
staff  and  such  officers  as  your  present  bill,  at  one 
sweep,  strikes  from  your  army.  The  cardinal 
error  then  committed,  we  are  now,  in  the  short 
space  of  a  few  years,  about  to  slide  into.  The 
very  pit  then  dug  for  us,  utterly  regardless  of  the 
past,  we  are  now  with  a  blind  fatality  about  to 
plunge  into  !  It  may  be  said  that  the  army  was 
then  increased  because  there  was  a  prospect  of 
war.  Sir,  a  wise  nation  will  always  adopt  the 
obvious  policy  of  preparing  for  war  in  time  of 
peace;  not  merely  to  meet  its  dangers,  but  to  pre- 
serve peace. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  has  been  with  utter  astonish- 
ment that  I  have  seen  how  clearly  the  horrors  of 
the  late  war  have  been  erased  from  the  minds  of 
gentlemen.  The  present  retrenching  course  of 
policy,  vindicated  so  strongly  by  the  honorable 
member  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Edstis,)  the 
other  day,  would  seem  to  indicate,  that  he  and 
others,  were  out  of  existence  at  that  time  !  Was 
not  our  treasure  then  given  to  the  winds — squan- 

*  Justice  requires  me  to  state,  that  I  was  not  a  cold, 
but  an  ardent  admirer  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  general  course. 
I  approvedof  that  grest  act,  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana, 
and  the  spirit  of  economy  and  philanthropy  of  that 
great  and  distinguished  lover  of  mankind  ;  his  pure 
love  of  country,  and  opposition  to  all  foreign  influence 
among  as.  I  still  am  of  the  same  opinion.  I  will,  how- 
ever, not  be  driven  from  an  independent  course,  by 
mere  names,  to  which  gentlemen  choose  to  attach 
odium.  I  will  not  fail  to  confess  an  error,  if  I  belicTe 
it  such,  although  it  spring  from  Mr.  Jefferson  ;  nor 
would  i  scout  a  wise  measure  merely  because  it  sprung 
from  Mt.  Adams.  I  say  thus  much,  because  I  have 
been  misunderstood  on  this  point. 


dered  on  idle,  afflicting,  and  unavailing  efforts? 
Was  it  not  a  murderous  waste  of  the  blood  of  our 
fellow  citizens,  our  families,  our  brothers?  Have 
gentlemen  calculated  how  many  millions  might 
have  been  saved  by  judicious  fortifications,  an 
efficient  army,  and  passable  roads  ?  I  sincerely 
believe,  enough  to  maintain  our  little  army  a 
quarter  of  a  century.  Do  gentlemen  pretend  to 
calculate  the  responsibility,  the  awful  responsibil- 
ity, they  should  teel  for  lives  lost,  by  reason  of  this 
want  of  preparation !  I  tremble  for  the  country 
when  I  see  gentlemen  ready  to  plunge  us  into  the 
same  dread  abyss  !  We  may  calculate  the  loss  of 
dollars  and  cents,  but  who  can  calculate,  by  what 
criterion  can  you  calculate  the  value  of  union,  the 
waste  of  our  moral  character  and  energies,  and 
the  sacrifice  of  our  best  blood  ? 

It  has  been  said,  that  the  people  demand  retrench- 
ment, and  a  reduction  of  the  army.  Sir,  the  peo- 
ple always  demand  economy  and  retrenchment, 
whenever  and  wheresoever  their  money  shall  be 
wasted  or  misapplied.  Fidelity  and  accountability 
in  the  application  of  your  funds,  are  indissolubly 
connected  with  the  prosperity  of  your  country,  and 
the  duration  of  your  liberties.  In  this  view,  the 
vigilance  of  members  cannot  be  ♦oo  great ;  nut  I 
expressly  deny  that  the  people  have  demanded  or 
even  resolved  upon  the  reduction  of  the  army. 
There  is  not  the  slightest  evidence  to  prove  the 
truth  of  such  an  assertion.  When  the  people  re- 
quire of  this  body  a  law  to  be  passed,  they  instantly 
express  their  desire.  Have  you,  then,  seen  a  single 
petition  for  the  reduction,  although  the  attempt 
nas  been  made  here  for  two  or  three  succeeding 
sessions,  without  success  ?  On  the  contrary,  (and 
it  is  fair  to  collect  the  public  opinion  in  this  way, 
in  the  absence  of  other  evidence.)  have  you  not 
seen  by  almost  every  newspaper,  from  all  parts  of 
the  continent,  and  of  all  political  parties,  that  the 
reduction  of  the  army  is  disapproved,  as  rash  and 
dangerous. 

It  is  said,  however,  that  the  militia  are  our  main 
defence ;  and  that  he  who  is  an  enemy  to  the  mili- 
tia is  an  enemy  to  his  country.  To  what,  sir, 
could  such  an  observation  refer  ?  Who,  in  this 
land  of  freedom,  can  be  an  enemy  to  the  militia  ? 
Can  there  be  a  man  in  the  nation  so  base  as  not 
to  wish  to  give  it  organization,  discipline,  and  en- 
ergy ?  An  enemy  to  the  militia !  If  any  man  is 
so,  then  he  is  an  enemy  to  his  father,  his  orothefs, 
his  sons,  for  they  compose  the  militia. 

Is  it  not  strange  that  members  should  continu- 
ally contend  for  the  militia  as  our  great  defence, 
when  they  have  always  failed  to  pass  laws  to  pro- 
mote their  discipline  and  strength  ?  Is  not  this 
the  more  strange,  when  we  know  that  in  most  of 
our  States  they  are  weak,  deranged,  and  inefficient 
from  this  very  cause  ?  It  is  jnade  the  duty  of 
Congress,  by  tne  charter  which  we  have  all  sworn 
to  support,  to  provide  for  the  "  common  defence" 
of  the  country ;  we  fail  to  pass  laws  to  make  the 
militia  this  common  defence,  and  yet  we  diminish, 
impair,  and  destroy  all  other  modes  of  defence. 

It  is  admitted,  from  the  very  nature  of  things, 
that,  in  the  progress  of  a  war,  men  drawn  from 
the  great  body  of  the  people,  must  furnish  the 
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maia  defence  of  the  country.  This  must  be  so, 
because  I  admit  it  to  be  inconsistent  with  the 
nature  of  our  institutions,  to  maintain  large  stand- 
ing armies.  But  is  it  not  clear,  and  was  it  not 
proved  by  the  chairman  of  the  Military  Commit- 
tee, (Mr.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,)  that,  to  be  power- 
ful and  efficient,  the  militia  must  be  trained  and 
disciplined?  All  history,  from  the  earliest  ages 
down,  all  experience,  the  experience  of  both  our 
own  wars,  and  even  common  sense  itself,  prove 
that  men  without  discipline  can  never  successfully 
resist  a  well  trained  army.  This  gentleman  (Mr. 
S.)  proved,  with  the  utmost  precision  and  clear- 
ness, that  the  militia  were  more  inefficient,  more 
expensive,  and  the  calling  them  out,  (^which  was 
but  another  name  for  conscription,  lor  they  go 
against  their  will,)  more  unjust,  partial,  and  op- 
pressive, than  regulars,  who  enlist  of  their  own 
accord.  I  will  not  do  him  the  injustice  to  occupy 
ground  which  he  occupied  before  me,  with  so 
much  greater  ability;  lAit  I  make  the  appeal  to 
every  man's  sense,  whether,  when  your  divines, 
your  lawyers,  and  even  your  tradesmen,  require 
some  years  of  education  and  practice  to  fit  them 
for  their  duties,  your  officers  and  soldiers,  who 
have  the  tenfold  arduous  duty  of  defending  their 
country,  at  the  risk  of  their  lives,  could  be  expected 
to  do  so  successfully,  without  a  week's,  or  a 
month's,  or  a  year's  education  and  discipline?  In 
the  ruder  ages,  when  science  was  unknown,  ail 
who  met  in  war  might  be  upon  something  like 
equality;  but  in  the  present  improved  state  of 
military  science,  which  can,  in  its  higher  grades, 
not  be  acquired  without  years  of  study  and  discip- 
line, he  would  justly  be  esteemed  a  madman  who 
would  lead  raw  militia  in  an  open  field,  against  a 
disciplmed  army !  What  wi.se  country  would  rest 
its  fate  on  such  an  issue?  Turn  your  attention  to 
Europe,  and  behold,  for  many  of  the  first  years  of 
Bonaparte's  wars,  how  even  regular  armies,  op- 
posed to  him,  were  cut  up,  vanquished,  and  de- 
stroyed, by  superior  military  skill?  They  never 
could  compete  with  him,  till,  in  a  succession  of 
years,  he  himself  taught  them  the  higher  arts  of 

WBT. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  points  to 
Baltimore  and  New  Orleans,  as  places  at  which 
the  great  strength   of  the   militia   was  evinced. 
Did  not  the  gentleman  remember  Castise,  Wash- 
ington City,  and  other  places,  where  their  failure 
stained  their  country  with  a  disgrace  which  must 
long  remain  matter  of  the  deepest  mortification  to 
every  American?    At  New  Orleans,  they  were, 
in  part,  regulars,  and  trained  militia,  (which  is  ; 
the  same  thing,)  besides,  General  Jackson  was  { 
judicious  enough  to  throw  up  ramparts  to  protect  j 
ni.s  men.     The  same  reason.s,  in  part,  insured  the  ' 
victory  of  Baltimore;  and  yet  no  man  can  doubt  , 
but  there  were  hundreds  of  as  brave,  noble  spirited 
men  at  the  capture  of  this  place,  as  were  at  New 
Orleans  or  Baltimore;  but,  being  raw  and  undis-  ; 
ciplined,  they  partook  of  a  panic,  which,  becoming  i 
general,  dispersed  rapidly  the  whole  force. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  said  that  I  disliked  a 
great  noise  about  economy.  The  practice  of  rigid 
economy  is  a  course  which  would  give  us  greater 


I  pleasure  than  talking  about  it.     Will  the  monbers 

of  this  Committee  have  the  goodness  to  look  at  the 

j  official  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  they 

will  find  that  in  1818,  the  army  proper,  cost  the 

I  nation  $3,748,445,  and  consisted  of  7,916  officers 

and  men. 

In  1819,  $3,351,363;  and  consisted  of  8,941 
men. 

In  1820,  $2,616,516 ;  and  consisted  of  10,281  of- 
!  ficers  and  privates. 
I      And  in  1821,  but  $2,590,136  as  asked  for  its  sup- 

:  port,  and  it  contains ,  a  larger  proportion  than 

has  filled  the  ranks,  perhaps,  since  the  war. 

From  this  statement  it  appears  that,  by  the  in- 
troduction of  the  Conunissariat  Department,  and 
a  most  rigid  system  of  economy,  there  is  saved  to 
the  country,  in  three  years,  upwards  of  $1,158,308 
in  the  army,  properly  so  called. 

This  system  of  economy,  and  rapid  diminution 
of  expenses,  with  a  staff,  too,  much  larger  than  for- 
merly, and  by  which  the  War  Department  has 
been  loudly  accused  of  wasting  the  public  money, 
might  be  traced,  in  detail,  into  various  branches  or 
,  departments  of  the  army  ;  but  I  have  only  time  to 
j  turn  your  attention  to  the  medical  department,  as 
a  fair  sample  of  the  rest. 

The  appropriation  for  that  department,  for  three 
;  years  in  succession,  viz:  for  1809, 1810,  and  1811, 
$145,600  total,  when  at  that  time  the  average  of 
I  the  army  was  only  5,581  m<in. 

In  1819,  1820,  and  1821,  the  whole  appropcia- 
tion  will  be  $132,500,  when  the  aggregate  of  the 
army  is  about  10,037. 

By  this  statement  it  will  be  seen,  that,  although 
you  have  added  considerably  to  the  number  of  the 
medical  officers,  yet  that  department  does  not  cost 
half  the  money  it  once  did. 

When  then  it  is  considered,  (for  the  facts  cannot 
be  too  often  or  too  strongly  presented,)  what  an 
immense  sum  in  money,  and  how  many  lives, 
might  be  saved  by  a  disciplined  army  and  a  well 
regulated  stafl',  at  the  beginning  of  a  war ;  and 
when  to  these  you  add  the  immense  saviog  exhib- 
ited above,  in  the  annual  disbursements,  and  that 
your  regular  soldiery,  besides  their  daily  discipline, 
are  coik>tantly  engaged  in  erecting  fortifications, 
or  in  embellishing  and  improving  your  whole  fron- 
tier, by  making  roads,  or  are  engaged  in  the  culti- 
vation of  the  earth  near  your  military  posts,  thereby 
saving  something  for  their  families  and  themselves 
from  that  ruinous  idleness  and  dissii)ation  which 
almost  constantly  attend  camps — I  .<(ay,  when  these 
incontrovertible  facts  are  considered,  we,  who  op- 
pose the  present  bill,  must  be  viewed,  in  the  eyes 
of  all  mankind,  as  the  true  economists.  We  are 
not  the  "  penny  wise  and  pound  foolish."  We  are 
not  among  those  embracing  the  niggardly  policy 
which  would  refuse  to  disburse  one  million  to  day, 
to  save  ten,  twenty,  or  fifty  millions  to-morrow. 
The  people,  I  again  repeat,  wish  not  the  reduction 
of  your  armv.  Experience  enables  us  to  decide 
that  they  will  ever  bear  taxes  to  support  what  is  of 
importance  to  their  interests;  for,  in  the  late  war, 
when  it  dragged  on  so  heavily  for  the  want  of 
funds,  the  people  of  the  South,  I  well  know,  anti- 
cipated Congress  in  a  system  of  taxation.     They 
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were  anxious  to  pay  their  money  freely,  as  the  engineers,  one  of  whom  was  a  foreigner,  but  per- 
meansof  rendering  the  war  vigorous  and  decisive.  '  haps  as  able  in  his  department  as  any  man  in  the 

The  gentlemaa  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  £.,)  i  world.  The  others  were  able  men,  all  of  whom 
has  said,  it  would  be  the  highest  injustice  to  sup-  •  agreed,  and  have  deposited  a  report  and  survey  of 
pose  thdt  those  officers  who  have  covered  them- '  our  coast  in  the  proper  department,  which  I  am 
selves  with  such  imperishable  glory,  would  wish  '  told  would  do  honor  to  any  men,  in  any  age. 
to  continue  in  service  a  single  hour  after  their  ser-  But,  says  the  gentleman,  our  coast  cannot  be 
Tices  ceased  to  be  required.  Sir,  their  services  are  i  fortified.  From  its  great  extent,  it  is  impracticable, 
required.  Their  talents,  their  experience,  their  I  admit  that  you  cannot  fortify  every  little  inlet 
moral  energies,  and  military  skill,  are  required,  to  making  into  every  village;  but  we  can  fortify,  and 
preserve  and  give  reputation  and  life  to  your  army,  j  pretty  eflectually  fortify,  certain  great  and  exposed 
They  are  conscious  that  their  country — the  great  points,  which  are  the  vital  arteries  leading  into  the 
body  of  the  people,  do  require  their  services,  or  it  great  body  of  our  country.  I  meanat  Boston,  New 
is  certain  they  would  not  remain  in  commission.      York,  the  Chesapeake,  which  leads  into  all  the 

The  same  gentleman  also  said  that,  should  the  principal  towns  of  the  Middle  States,  Charleston, 
time  ever  arrive  when  the  influence  of  military    Mobile,  and  New  Orleans. 

chiefs  should  find  its  way  into  the  House,  so  far  as  It  is  triumphantly  declared,  let  us  get  rid  of  Gen* 
to  command  a  single  rote,  then  it  might  com-  !  eral  A.  or  General  B.  if  not  wanted.  Sir,  your 
mand  many  more,  and  the  law  should  be  levelled  I  generals  are  not  made  in  a  day.  Their  talenla 
against  it.  and  renown  give  strength  and  reputation  to  your 

Sir,  I  have  never  heard  of  such  an  influence,  and  j  army.  It  will  be  easy  to  cut  off,  or  in  the  language 
I  am  glad  the  gentleman  does  not  declare  it  now  of  the  bill  to  ''  dismiss"  from  the  service  Jackson, 
to  exist,  because  not  a  shadow  of  evidence  could  Brown,  Scott,  Gaines,  and  others,  but  with  them 
be  produced  to  support  such  an  assertion.  The  .  you  greatly  prostrate  the  strength  of  your  little 
gentleman  could  not,  and  did  not,  intend  to  insin-  |  army.  Do  you,  can  you  hope,  that  they  will 
uate  it.  The  unassuming  conduct  of  the  officers  serve  in  the  inferior  oflaces  you  now  create,  and  on 
of  the  army  generally  vindicate  them  against  any  the  petty  theatre  you  now  prescribe? 
interference  m  this  House,  or  in  any  other  legis-  !  No,  sir,  thev  will  not.  Can  you  supply  their 
lative  body.  places  ?   Let  the  American  people  answer.   It  is  a 

There  is,  on  the  contrary,  such  a  jealousy  of  the  \  light,  and  it  would  almost  seem  a  triumphant  task 
army,  (an  unfounded  jealousy,)  as  to  keep  many  to  dismiss  them  now  ;  but  remember  you  thereby 
of  the  officers  at  a  greater  distance,  perhaps,  than  |  destroy  the  efficiency  of  your  Peace  Establish- 
citizens,  alike  interested  in  all  matters  of  legisla-  ;  ment.  A  brigadier  general's  command  for  such  a 
tion,  should  keep.  There  is  the  same  prejudice  number  of  posts^  such  a  population,  and  such  a 
against  the  army  that  exists  in  Europe  against  |  continent  as  this,  appears  to  me  a  burlesque  on 
standing  armies,  without  the  shadow  of  foundation  ;  warlike  preparation. 

for  it.  There  the  slavery  entailed  on  the  people  The  very  names  of  those  generals,  whose  ser- 
by  the  dreadful  curse  of  large  standing  armies,  and  i  vices  it  seems  now  to  be  so  proper  to  dupense  with. 
the  intolerable  burden  of  taxes  to  support  tnem,  i  would  give  a  union,  a  firmness,  and  a  moral 
create  a  natural  and  a  well  founded  prejudice.  |  power  to  your  army  in  the  hour  of  trial,  which 
Here  our  army  is  so  :^mall,  scattered  over  such  an  i  would  be  beyond  calculation.  Their  talents  and 
immense  expense  of  territory,  stationed  at  so  many  experience  on  some  great  emergency  woiild  be 
different  posts,  and  so  identified  with   the  greet  '  worth  millions. 

body  of  our  citizens,  that  the  idea  is  chimerical  |  And  are  we  sure  that  this  day  of  trial,  this  hour 
and  ridiculous  in  the  last  degree.  It  is  matter  of  i  of  emergency,  is  never  to  arrive,  or  to  arrive  at 
astonishment  that  so  many,  even  in  this  enlight-    some  distant  day  when  we  may  be  ready  for  it? 


ened  body,  should  seem  ready  to  give  it  currency 
Grentlemen  speak  of  waste,  extravagance,  and 
idleness.     Let  them  point  it  out — let  them  name 


Deceive  not  yourselves. 

Look  at  the  unsettled  state  of  France  ;  the  revo- 
lution not  over,  perhaps,  in  Spain ;  Germany  ready 


the  officer,  and  show  the  extravagance.  It  is  their  \  for  a  change  of  Government ;  the  great  autocrat 
solemn  duty  to  do  so,  if  they  can.  If  they  do  of  Europe,  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  having 
not,  what  will  the  world  say  ?  If  they  do,  let  your  his  eye  on  the  dominions  of  the  Ottoman  Porte, 
law  strike  at  the  root  of  tne  evil,  and  I  will  join  |  and  extending  onward  still  further  to  the  vast  pos^ 

sessions  of  the  British  in  the  East  Indies  ;  revolu- 
tion in  Naples,  other  revolutions  going  on  in  South 
America ;  and  the  agitated  state  even  of  Eng- 
land ;  I  say  look  at  all  these,  and  see  also  our  com- 
merce and  connexions,  ramified  and  extended  into 


4»  il- 

!      If  I  understood  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Eustib) 

^  correctly,  he  did  say,  that  fortifications  had  been 

reared  at  particular  points  to  gratify  a  particular 

man  or  set  of  men.     [Here  Mr.  Eustis  rose,  and 


said,  he  had  been  misunderstood ;  that  he  had  only  j  every  sea,  and  with  every  nation,  and  who  can  be 
said  that  fortifications  had  been  made  at  exposed    hardy  enough  to  pronounce  that  this  commerce 


points,  where  they  could  not  be  defended.] 

Mr.  S.  expressed  his  pleasure  that  the  gentleman 
disavowed  saying  what  he  had  understood  him  to 
say.  The  fortifications  have  been  placed  (con- 
tinued Mr.  S.)  at  those  points  only  which  were 
directed  by  a  survey,  made  with  great  labor,  by 


will  not  be  cut  up,  and  these  pacific  connex- 
ions not  be  disturbed !  Who  is  bold  enough  to 
say  how  early  or  how  late  it  may  be,  before  we 
may  be  driven  to  protect  our  rights,  and  to  defend 
our  soil  ?  Has  the  nature  of  our  free  institutions 
ceased  to  make  this  Government  and  these  people 
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objects  of  jealousy  and  hate  to  the  Holy  Alliance ;  to 
all  the  crowned  heads  of  Europe  ?  Sir,  the  hour  of 
peril  will  come,  and  when  that  shall  arrive,  over- 
whelming as  the  current  for  retrenchment  and 
cutting  down  may  now  be  in  this  House,  then  will 
every  man  here  agree  with  me  in  wishing  that 
they  had  sought  the  preservation  of  our  little  army, 
navy,  fortifications,  and  other  defensive  institu- 
tions, and  had  given  them  their  greatest  practica- 
ble strength  and  efficiency. 

At  this  period  of  proiound  peace,  and  when 
gentlemen  suppose  that  war  will  never  come,  we 
do  disagree  most  pointedly.  The  first  cannon  that 
shall  be  fired  by  an  enemy,  will  be  the  signal  for 
universal  re§:ret,  that  we  had  not  preserved  a  more 
imposing  attitude.  At  such  a  period  as  that,  and 
even  now  I  would  not  give  the  consolation  I  shall 
feel  for  the  vote  I  am  to  give  against  this  bill, 
small  as  may  be  the  minority  in  which  I  may 
stand,  for  any  other  consolation  I  could  derive  from 
my  public  life.  Prostrate,  or  even  weaken  your 
army  and  navy,  and  you  invite  aggression  ;  your 
enemies  will  pour  upon  you  with  the  ferocity  of 
lions,  and  the  strength  of  Hercules, 

Sir,  I  reiterate  again  and  again,  that  I  am  for 
the  practice  of  true  economy,  and  for  making  every 
officer  accountable  even  to  the  last  cent ;  but  I 
deprecate  the  present  wavering  policy  of  cut- 
ting down  army,  navy,  and  diminishing  almost 
every  salary.  I  deprecate  the  policy  of  unsettling 
every  thing;  of  rendering  all  those  institutions, 
which  should  be  held  most  permanent  and  sacred, 
cheap,  inefficient  and  worthless,  by  the  rash  and 
versatile  course  of  this  body,  to  which  the  people 
look  for  wisdom  and  protection.  The  very  foun- 
dation on  which  the  pillars  of  our  Federal  fabric 
is  raised  is  "  the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare." Shall  we  subvert  the  spirit  of  the  Govern- 
ment by  our  present  course  ? 

Shall  we  make  our  officers,  of  all  kinds,  poor 
and  dependant?  Our  own  body  is  changeable 
enough  already  ;  but  shall  we  render  it  stilfmore 
so,  by  a  reduction  of  pay  ?  Shall  we  send  mem- 
bers of  Cougress  here  to  seek  Executive  offices  and 
patronage,  rather  than  pursue  a  wise  independent 
course,  calculated  to  benefit  the  country? 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  already  proved,  by  a  few 
general  suggestions,  that  there  is  no  such  necessity 
for  all  this,  as  was  supposed  to  exist.  The  situa- 
tion of  the  Treasury,  which  gives  the  greatest 
spring  to  a  cry  for  retrenchment,  is  not  so  start- 
hng,  not  so  alarming,  as  was  at  first  represented 
by  the  head  of  that  department.  Moderation,  wis- 
dom, and  consistency,  cry,  forbear.  Let  us  not, 
by  our  acts,  hastily  and  rashly  attack  and  pros- 
trate the  whole  policy  of  former  Congresses  and  of 
the  present  Chief  Magistrate,  which  has  been  to 
place  every  part  of  this  rising  nation  in  such  an 
attitude  of  defence,  as  is  required,  not  only  by  the 
Constitution,  but  by  the  loud  and  solemn  warnings 
of  fatal  experience.  If  we  break  into  these  insti- 
tutions of  defence,  we  do  vitally  assail  that  wise 
policy  upon  which  the  future  fame  of  the  present 
Executive  must  rest. 

When  Mr.  S.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Willi AM8  said  that  he  concurred  with  the 


gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Simkins,) 
who  had  just  taken  his  seat,  in  one  sentiment, 
which  was,  that  the  bill  now  uider  consideration 
depends  for  its  support  on  the  exhausted  condition 
of  the  Treasury.  But,  although  this  was  at  any 
time  a  very  sufficient  reason,  he  would  yet  remind 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  tnat  it  was 
not  with  him  (Mr.  W.)  the  only  reason.  He  had 
other,  and  he  might  add  still  higher  motives  for 
supporting  the  bill,  as  had  been  evinced  by  his 
conduct  on  many  previous  occasions.  When  there 
was  no  deficiency  in  the  Treasury;  when  there 
was  in  fact  a  surplus  of  some  millions  he  had  been 
in  favor  of  reducing  the  Army  on  account  of  the 
essential  propriety,  or  natural  adaptation  of  such 
a  measure  to  the  principle  of  our  Government. 
Passing,  however,  for  the  present  this  part  of  the 
subject,  he  would  subscribe  fully  to  the  opinion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Mas.sachusetts,  (Mr.  Eustis,) 
that  we  cannot  go  on  with  our  establishments  as 
they  now  exist.  To  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, Mr.  W.  said,  he  would  sei2e  that  oppor- 
tunity of  offering  the  tribute  of  his  sincere  thanks 
for  the  very  instructive,  impressive,  and  eloquent 
speech  which  he  delivered  the  other  day  on  the 
subject  of  retrenchment  and  economy.  That  gen- 
tleman's age  indicated  the  wisdom  and  the  history 
of  his  past  life,  the  experience  with  which  he 
could  claim  to  speak  and  to  be  heard  in  this 
House ;  and  on  no  occasion,  said  Mr.  W.,  was  he 
ever  nlore  gratified  than  he  was  when  attending 
to  the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts:  with  him,  Mr.  W.  thought  the 
time  had  arrived  when  we  must  resume  the  prac- 
tice of  economy;  when  we  must  return  to  that 
path  of  frugality  and  prudence  from  which  we 
had  most  unwisely  departed,  or  persist  in  a  career 
of  extravagance,  prolusion,  and  prodigality,  as 
hostile  to  the  nature  of  our  political  institutions, 
as  it  is  repugnant  to  the  individual  prosperity  and 
happiness  of  our  fellow-citizens. 

Mr.  W.  said,  if  he  could  hesitate  between  these 
alternatives  he  should  deem  himself  unfit  to  occu- 
py a  seat  on  this  floor.  Not  that  he  would  con- 
demn any  gentleman  who  entertains  a  different 
opinion.  "  Tbf  capitum^  totidem  millia  sttidiorum,^^ 
is  a  maxim,  the  truth  of  which  is  every  day 
displayed  in  the  proceedings  of  this  House.  I 
know  well  that  gentlemen  will  honestly  differ  in 
opinion,  not  only  on  this  subject,  but  on  every 
other  which  may  be  agitated.  But  it  appears  to 
me  that  this  difference  would  not  be  so  great,  so 
glaring,  so  irreconcileable,  if  we  all  built  our  sys- 
tems of  reasoning  on  a  proper  basis ;  if  we  all 
started  from  the  same  point.  Some  reason  from 
the  Government  to  the  people ;  while  others  rea- 
son from  the  people  to  the  Government :  some  ap- 
pear to  think  that  the  good,  or,  in  other  words, 
that  the  power  and  amplitude  of  the  Government 
should  alone  be  consulted,  regardless  of  the  effects 
which  any  particular  measure  might  have  on  the 
people ;  but  others  assert  that  we  should,  in  the 
first  place,  look  to  the  circumstances  and  condi- 
tion of  the  people ;  that  their  ease,  comfort,  and 
happiness,  should  be  the  scope,  the  end,  the  object 
of  all  our  laws.    It  is  thus  we  are  made  to  arrive 
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at  different  conclusions.  For  his  own  part,  Mr. 
W.  said,  he  would  look  to  the  people  as  the  proper 
basis  for  all  our  acts;  he  would  examine  the  con- 
sequences, immediate  and  remote,  likely  to  result 
to  them  from  the  adoption  of  every  measure  which 
might  be  proposed.  Those  who  start  from  any 
other  premises  must,  in  my  judgment,  always  ar- 
rive at  false  conclusions.  For,  sir,  who  are  the 
people  of  this  country  ?  The  very  Constitution 
tells  you  that  they  are  supreme ;  that  they  are  the 
sovereign  authority  ;  that  all  power  emanates  from 
them.  The  President,  in  his  message  to  Congress 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session,  ob- 
served, "that  this  Government  is  founded  by,  ad- 
ministered for,  and  supported  by  the  people." 
Whatever,  then,  promotes  the  happiness  ol  the 
people  must  conduce,  in  an  equal  degree,  to  bene- 
fit the  Government,  since  it  was  to  promote  that 
happiness  that  the  Government  was  founded.  On 
the  other  hand,  whatever  injures,  afflicts,  or  dis- 
tresses the  people,  must,  in  the  same  degree,  injure, 
afflict,  or  distress  the  Government,  since  it  was  to 
prevent  that  injury,  affliction,  and  distress,  that 
the  Grovernment  was  formed.  And  here,  Mr. 
Chairman,  suffer  me  to  correct  a  very  erroneous 
idea,  frequently  propagated  abroad,  and  which, 
much  to  my  surprise,  has  been  reiterated  within 
these  walls  by  the  member  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  SiMKiNa.) 

When  an  attempt  is  made  to  retrench  expendi- 
tures, we  hear  loud  cries  raised  against  those  who 
think  proper  to  advocate  the  measure.  It  is  said 
that  we  who  favor  retrenchment  "are  opposing 
Government,"  &c.  Now,  sir,  this  idea  is  full  of 
error ;  it  is  false.  I  do  not  mean  by  this  to  charge 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  with  false- 
hood ;  but  I  mean  to  say,  and  I  will  say,  that  he 
does  not  rightly  judge  our  motives.  No  doubt, 
sir,  the  gentleman  has  more  intimate  acquaintance 
with  some  portion  of  Executive  views  than  I  have. 
But,  if  this  attempt  to  economise  in  our  expendi- 
tures, and  to  relieve  the  burdens  of  the  commu- 
nity, should  be  regarded  as  an  attack  on  the  Exec- 
utive Government,  or  any  of  its  branches,  I  for 
one  will  say,  that  I  cannot  help  it;  that  it  is  my 
duty  to  pursue  what  appears  to  me  most  conducive 
to  the  public  good,  without  reference  to  any  such 
extraneous  considerations. 

Suppose,  for  example,  half  of  the  present  Army 
would  answer  every  purpose  which  this  nation 
could  desire.  I  ask,  if  an  attempt  to  reduce  it 
would  be  acting  against  the  people,  or,  if  you 
please,  against  the  Government  f  Not  at  all ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  it  would  be  promoting  the  just 
ends  of  Government  to  reduce  the  Army,  because, 
by  that  reduction,  our  expenditures  would  be  les- 
sened, and  the  happiness  of  the  people  would  be 
proportionably  advanced.  There  are,  indeed,  a 
set  of  officers,  of  sinecure  placemen,  of  political 
grasshoppers,  warmed  and  animated  into  exist- 
ence by  the  sunshine  of  the  Treasury ;  sustained 
and  supported,  not  by  General  Atkinson's  turnip 
patches  at  Council  Bluffs,  but  by  the  streams  of 
nourishment  which  flow  from  the  Treasury,  who 
will,  when  any  attempt  is  made  to  reduce  expen- 
ditures, cry  out — "  The  Government  is  in  danger; 

16th  Con.  2d  Sess— 25 


the  necessary  establishments  of  the  country  are 
about  to  be  broken  in  upon,"  &c.  But,  sir,  all 
this  is  nothing  more  than  false  alarm.  It  is  true, 
you  may  take  from  such  persons  the  salaries  they 
do  not  earn,  and  which  con.sequently  they  do  not 
deserve ;  but  you  leave  in  the  pockets  of  the  peo- 
ple the  money  which  is  thus  saved.  And  I  ask 
again,  whether  the  interest  of  the  people,  or  of 
Government,  does  not  require  that  officers  that  do 
nothing, •or  next  to  nothing,  should  be  disbanded? 
I  should  think  it  does.  But  yet  these  characters 
swell  into  factitious  importance,  and  exclaim, 
when  you  are  about  to  disband  them,  that  "you 
are  opposing  Government."  They  seem  to  think 
that  they  are  the  Government;  that  their  indi- 
vidual benefit  should  alone  be  considered.  But, 
sir,  I  think  the  people  at  large  are  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  that  their  good  ought  to  be  pro- 
moted, without  reference  to  any  particular  persons 
whatsoever. 

There  are,  said  Mr.  W.,  two  courses  of  policy: 
one  is  a  course  of  economy  ;  the  other  a  course  of 
extravagance.  The  first  employs  few  officers} 
gives  moderate  but  sufficient  salaries,  and  con- 
ducts the  whole  machinery  of  Grovernment  with 
the  least  possible  expense.  The  effect  of  this  is, 
that  every  man  in  the  community  is  either  taxed 
very  lightly,  or  not  all.  He  has  of  course  all  the 
benefits  and  the  richest  blessings  the  social  state 
can  afford.  He  has  protection  to  his  person  and 
property ;  he  has  an  abundance  of  materials  for 
food  and  raiment,  and  is  never  subjected  to  the 
severities  of  cold  and  hunger.  On  the  other  hand, 
an  extravagant  course  of  policy  leads  to  very 
different  results.  There  many  useless  officers, 
with  exorbitant  salaries,  are  employed,  and  the 
machinery  of  Government  cannot  be  carried  on 
without  large  disbursements  of  public  money. 
The  consequence  is,  that  the  expenditures  surpass 
the  receipts,  and  the  people  must  be  heavily  taxed. 
Of  course  every  man  in  the  community  finds  him- 
self distressed  for  money.  His  means  of  subsist- 
ence become  scanty  ;  he  is  compelled,  perhaps,  to 
lie  down  supperless  at  night,  and  to  rise  in  the 
morning  with  no  better  hopes  for  the  ensuing  day. 
Such,  sir,  are  the  two  courses  of  policy  which  this 
Government  may  pursue,  and  which,  at  different 
times,  it  has  pursued.  Under  Mr.  Jefferson's  Ad- 
ministration economy  was  the  order  of  the  day ; 
but,  under  another  Administration,  great  extrava- 
gance obtained. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  said 
that  the  American   people  had  renounced  their 

E reference  for  economy,  as  pursued  in  1802,  and 
ad  now  attached  themselves  to  the  policy  pur- 
sued by  Mr.  Adams.  Mr.  W.  said  be  would  beff 
leave  to  differ  from  the  gentleman,  and  would 
willingly  submit  to  the  decision  of  the  people  the 
point  at  issue  between  himself  and  the  member 
from  South  Carolina.  He  wa?  confident  the  peo- 
ple would  decide  that,  under  Mr.  Jefferson's  Ad- 
ministration, they  were  as  free  as  air ;  that  little 
or  nothing  of  the  profits  of  their  labor  was  taken 
from  them  by  taxation ;  that  the  hand  of  Got- 
ernment  was  not  felt  to  be  upon  them,  only  in  the 
protection  it  afforded  them ;  that  swarms  of  reve> 
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nue  ofl5cers,  of  domiciliary  visitors,  of  merciless 
tax  gatherers,  were  banished  from  their  presence ; 
that  every  man  had  wherewith  to  be  clothed  and 
fed,  and  wherewith  to  be  happy.  This  was  ex- 
actly that  administration  of  the  Government  which 
the  people  want ;  it  was  such  an  administration 
as  every  one  must  wish  to  see  in  a  Government 
founded  by,  administered  for,  and  supported  by, 
the  people.  To  what  other  Administration,  let 
me  ask  the  member  from  South  Carolina,  can  or 
ought  the  people  to  be  attached  ? 

If,  by  the  course  of  policy  pursued,  you  conflict 
with  the  interest  of  the  citizen,  or  mar  his  happi- 
ness, is  it  not  unreasonable  to  suppose  he  will  be 
attached  to  that  policy  ?  How  can  any  one  of 
common  sense  admire  the  policy  which  tends  to 
strip  his  body  or  starve  his  stomach?  As  "this 
Government  is  founded  by,  administered  for,  and 
supported  by,  the  people, '  it  will  be  most  strong 
when  the  people  are  most  attached  to  it ;  and  the 
people  will  be  most  attached  to  it  when  least  op- 
pressed by  it ;  in  other  words,  when  they  are  re- 
quired to  contribute,  by  taxation,  as  little  as  pos- 
sible of  their  hard  earnings  to  support  Govern- 
ment. 

We  hear  much  about  national  glory.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smith)  has  dwelt 
eloquently  on  this  topic.  No  one  has  a  greater 
right  than  he  has  to  speak  on  such  subjects,  be- 
cause he  has  participated  largely  in  those  scenes 
which  have  tended  to  illustrate  and  dignify  the 
name  of  his  country.  Although  I  bow  with  def- 
erence to  whatever  that  gentleman  may  be  pleased 
to  say,  yet,  on  this  occasion,  I  must  differ  from 
him,  not  because  I  admire  national  glory  less,  but 
because  I  love  national  happiness  more.  Of  what 
avail  is  it  to  talk  about  the  splendid  victories  of  a 
Decatur,  if,  in  order  to  obtain  those  victories,  the 
people  had  been  obliged,  by  taxation,  to  give  up  so 
much  of  their  own  property  as  would  compel  them 
to  go  supperless  to  bed  ?  Indeed,  sir,  they  would 
be  m  an  ill  condition  to  relish  those  victories  with 
an  empty  stomach.  But  feed  them,  clothe  them, 
make  them,  in  these  respects,  contented  and  hap- 
py, which  Government  can  do  by  the  means  it 
employs,  or  the  measures  it  adopts,  and  then,  with 
all  imaginable  zest,  they  can  enter  into  and  real- 
ize those  fine  elevated  feelings,  inspired  by  a  re- 
collection of  our  great  achievements  by  sea  and 
land.  We  have  also  been  referred,  said  Mr.  W., 
to  the  glory  of  other  countries,  particularly  to  that 
of  England.  No  example  could  be  held  up  to  his 
view  which  he  would  imitate  with  greater  caution 
than  that  of  England.  She  had  paid  too  dearly 
for  her  glory,  for  her  distinction  among  the  na- 
tions of  the  world.  To  prove  this,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  advert  only  to  what  her  people  them- 
selves had  said  ;  and  he  would  now  do  so,  by  ask- 
ing the  attention  of  the  House  while  he  read  an 
extract  from  the  Review  of  Seybert's  Statistical 
Annals  of  the  United  States.  The  extract  is  as 
follows : 

"  We  can  inform  Jonathan  what  are  the  inevitable 
consequences  of  being  too  fond  of  glory.  Taxes  upon 
everj  article  which  enters  into  the  mouth,  or  covers 
the  back,  or  is  placed  under   the  foot — taxes  upon 


everj  thing  which  it  is  pleasant  to  see,  hear,  feel, 
smell,  or  ta»te — taxes  upon  warmth,  light,  and  loco- 
motion— taxes  on  every  thing  on  earth,  and  the  waters 
under  the  earth — on  every  thing  that  comes  from 
abroad,  or  is  grown  at  home — taxes  on  the  raw  ma- 
terial— taxes  on  every  fresh  value  that  is  added  to  it 
by  the  industry  of  man — taxes  on  the  sauce  which 
pampers  man's  appetite,  and  the  drug  that  restores 
him  to  hcalth^-on  the  ermine  which  decorates  the 
judge,  and  the  rope  which  hangs  the  criminal — on  the 
poor  man's  salt,  and  the  rich  man's  spice — on  the 
brass  nails  of  the  cofBn,  and  the  ribands  of  the  bride — 
at  bed  or  board,  couchant  or  levant,  we  must  pay.  The 
school-boy  whips  his  taxed  top — the  beardless  youth 
manages  his  taxed  horse  with  a  taxed  bridle,  on  a 
taxed  road  ;  and  the  dying  Englishman,  pouring  his 
medicine,  which  has  paid  7  per  cent.,  into  a  spoon 
which  has  paid  15  per  cent.,  flings  himself  back  upon 
his  chintx  bed  which  has  paid  22  per  cent. — making 
his  will  on  an  eight-pound  stamp,  and  expires  in  the 
arms  of  an  apothecary  who  has  paid  a  license  of  a 
hundred  pounds  for  the  privilege  of  putting  him  to 
death.  His  whole  property  is  then  immediatvlj 
taxed  from  2  to  10  per  cent.  Besidet*  the  probate, 
large  fees  are  demanded  for  burying  him  in  the  chan- 
cel ;  his  virtues  are  handed  down  to  posterity  on  taxed 
marble ;  and  he  is  then  gathered  to  his  fathers,  to  be 
taxed  no  more.  In  addition  to  all  this,  the  habit  of 
dealing  with  large  sums  will  make  the  Government 
avaricious  and  profuse  ;  and  the  system  itself  will  in- 
fallibly generate  the  base  vermin  of  spies  and  inform- 
ers, and  a  still  more  pestilent  race  of  political  tools 
and  retainers  of  the  meanest  and  most  odious  de- 
scription;  while  the  prodigious  patronage,  which  the 
collecting  of  this  splendid  revenue  will  throw  into  the 
hands  of  Government,  will  invest  it  with  so  vast  an 
influence,  and  hold  out  such  means  and  temptations 
to  corruption,  as  all  the  virtue  and  public  spirit  even 
of  Republicans  will  be  unable  to  resist." 

This,  sir,  is  what  the  English  themselves  say  as 
to  the  effects  of  that  excessive,  that  blind  but 
eager  pursuit  of  national  glory,  in  which  they 
have  been  engaged.  Surely,  then,  it  is  not  a  fit 
example  for  our  imitation.  On  the  contrary,  1 
say,  let  our  glory  consist  in  the  happiness  of  our 
people ;  let  our  freedom  from  such  oppressions  as 
those  under  which  the  people  of  England  now 
labor,  be  our  boast.  It  is  then  we  shall  have  ob- 
tained true  glory  ;  it  is  then  we  shall  have  accom- 
plished the  great  object  for  which  our  Government 
was  instituted. 

Thus  much  Mr.  W.  thought  it  was  necessary 
to  say  on  the  subject  of  the  bill  generally,  and  in 
reply  to  the  remarks  which  had  fallen  from  gen- 
tlemen. He  would  not,  however,  be  understood 
to  say,  that  the  extravagant  course  of  policy  pur- 
sued in  Mr.  Adams's  administration  was  carried 
to  all  those  pernicious  consequences  he  had  point- 
ed out.  He  said  only,  but  he  said  it  boldly,  that, 
unless  the  good  sense  of  the  American  people  had 
arrested  the  course,  changed  the  policy,  and  di- 
verted the  tendency  of  that  Administration,  we 
should  now  be  as  much  oppressed,  cderis  paribfu, 
as  the  people  of  England.  As  the  voice  of  the 
nation  could  not  then,  so  he  hoped  it  would  not 
now  be  resisted  ;  and  that  we  should  again  resume 
those  wholesome  habits  of  economy  from  which 
we  had  departed.     He  would,  therefore,  proceed 
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immediately  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  which 
embraced  the  principle  for  which  he  contended. 

Propositions  of  this  kind,  it  would  be  recollected,  | 
said  Mr.  W.,  had   been  before  Congress  for  seve-  | 
ral  years,  but  as  yet  they  have  been  unsuccessful,  i 
He  rejoiced,  however,  in   the  belief  he  had,  that  ' 
now  the  subject  would  be  thoroughly  investigated; 
that  it  would  receive  that  full  and  free  examina-  i 
tion  which  its  importance,  both  intrinsic  and  rela- 
tive, may  demand.     For,  sir,  the  amount   of  a 
military  force  and  the  manner  of  its  support  are, 
in  every  country,  questions  of  the  first  importance. 
But,  with  us,  they  deserve  infinite  consideration, 
because,  in  proportion  as  our  Grovernment  differs 
from  all  others,  will  these  questions  be  found  to 
rise  in  magnitude,  claiming  the  attention  and  vigi- 
lance of  the  American  people.     So  important  did 
Congress  believe  them   to  be,  at  the  last  session, 
that  a  resolution  was  passed,  calling  upon  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  make  a  report  on  the  subject  at 
the  present  session.     The  report,  sir,  has  been  re- 
ceived, and  what  is  its  aspect  ?     According  to  my 
judgment,  it  is   a  practical  renunciation   of  the 
principles  upon  which  our  Government  is  founded, 
as  well  as  of  the  principles  inculcated  at  an  early 
period,  by  that  class  of  politicians  to  whom  the 
Secretary  has  heretofore  professed  to  belong.     To 
prove  this,  the  attention  of  the  House  is  respect- 
fully solicited,  while  I  read  some  passages  from 
the  report.     Page  3,  the  Secretary  says — "  It  will 
'  be  readily  admitted  that  the  organization  of  the 
Army  ought  to  have  reference  to  the  objects  for 
whicn  it  is  maintained,  and  ought  to  be  such  as 
may  be  best  calculated  to  effect  such  objects;  as 
it  must  be  obvious,  on  the  slightest  reflection, 
that,  on  considerations  connected  herewith, ought 
to   depend  not  only  its  numbers,    but  also   the 
principles  on  which  it  ought  to  be  ibrmed.'' 
Again,  in  the  same  page,  he  says,  ''  The  objects 
for  which  a  standing  army  in  peace  ought  to  be 
maintained,  may  be  comprised  under  two  classes: 
those  which,  though  they  have  reference  to  a 
state  of  war,  yet  are  more  immediately  connect- 
ed with  its  duties  in  peace  ;  and  those  which  re- 
late immediately  and  solely  to  war.     Under  the 
first  class  may  be  enumerated,  as  the  leading  ob- 
jects, the  garrisoning  the  forts  along  our  Atlan- 
tic frontier,  in  order  to  preserve  them,  and   to 
cause  the  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  to  be 
respected,  and  the  occupying   of  certain   com- 
manding posts  in  our  inland  frontier  to  keep  in 
check  our  savage  neighbors,  and  to  protect  our 
newly  formed   and   feeble   ^settlements   in   that 
quarter.    These  are,  doubtless,  important  objects, 
but  are  by  no  means  so  essential  as  those  which 
relate  immediately  and  solely  to  a  slate  of  war ; 
and,  though  not  to  be  neglected  wholly,  ought 
not  to  have  any  decided  influence  in  the  organi- 
zation of  our  Peace  Establishment." 
From  the  foregoing,  it  appears,  said  Mr.  W.,  to 
be  the  opinion  ot  the  Secretary,  that  the  duties  to 
be  performed  by  an  army  in  time  of  peace,  ought 
not  to  have  "any  decided  influence  in  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Peace  Establishment."     This  sen- 
timent, with  others  which  would  be  noticed  here- 
after, he  deemed  a  palpable  abandonment  of  the 


principles  of  the  Government.  Whatever  he 
might  have  previously  thought,  there  was  no 
longer  room  to  entertain  a  doubt  of  the  fact,  since 
the  .speeches  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Smyth,)  and  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  S1MKIN8.)  The  first  of  these  gentle- 
men, from  his  official  station  in  this  House,  as 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
must  be  supposed  to  be  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  views  and  sentiments  entertained  by  the  head 
of  the  War  Department.  Whether  the  latter 
gentleman  has  had  access  to  the  same  source  of 
information  was  for  the  House  to  determine. 

Both  gentlemen,  pursuing  what  I  had  believed 
was  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary,  have  discarded 
the  militia  as  a  means  of  defence  for  this  country. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  in  particular,  en- 
tered into  a  series  of  reasoning  founded  upon  what 
he  was  pleased  to  call  historical  facts,  to  prove 
that  the  militia  force  was  not  worthy  to  be  relied 
on.     Mr.  W.  said  he  also  would  rely  on  history  to 
prove  not  only  that  the  militia  were  to  be  depend- 
ed on,  but  that  they  were  the  only  sort  of  force  to 
which  this   Grovernment   could   safely  trust.     It 
was  not,  indeed,  history,  in  the  simple  acceptation 
of  the  term,  such  as  the  member  from  Virginia 
had  produced,  but  it  was  of  a  higher  and  more 
1  authoritative  character.     It  was  not  history,  writ- 
j  ten  by  one  individual,  containing  only  the  opin- 
j  ions  of  that  individual,  and   that  opinion,  too, 
;  fraught  with  all  the  prejudices  of  him  who  ex- 
pressed it,  but  it  was  constitutional  history,  pro- 
nounced by  the  patriots  and  .«;ages  of  the  coimtry 
assembled  for  the  all-imj)ortant  purpose  of  crea- 
ting and  establishing  Governments  for  the  several 
'  States  in  this  wide-spread  Republic.    Examine 
this  history  from  the  earliest  periods  to  the  present 
!  moment — from  the  constitution  of  Massachusetts 
'  down  to  the  constitutionof  Missouri,  and  the  same 
■  great  fundamental  truths  are  seen  to  pervade  the 
whole;  they  are  these:  "That  standing  armies 
are  dangerous  to  liberty,  and  ought  not  to  be  al- 
!  lowed  ;  that  a  well-regulated  militia  are  the  only 
I  sure  and  certain  defence  of  a  free  people."    Gren- 
tlemen  on  the  other  side  may  give  what  force  and 
effect  they  please  to  their  history,  but  we  will  rely 
on  constitutional  history,  which  is  more  solemn, 
and  entitled  to  infinitely  greater  weight  than  any 
authority  they  can  possibly  produce.     From  it,  I 
hope  we  shall  be  able  to  pomt  out  the  dangers  we 
are  likely  to  incur  or  should  labor  to  avoid. 

In  reply  to  the  gentlemen  espousing  the  opposite 
side  in  this  debate,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  woiild  en- 
deavor to  show,  in  the  language  and  spirit  of  that 
constitutional  history  to  which  he  had  referred, 
first,  that  standing  armies  are  dangerous  to  liberty, 
and  ought  not  to  be  allowed  ;  second,  ''  that  the 
militia  are  the  only  sure  and  certain  defence  of  a 
free  people;"  that  the  Army  of  this  country  is 
unnecessarily  large  at  present,  and  should  there- 
fore be  reduced. 

A  government,  like  an  individual  person,  has 
certain  principles  or  laws  impressed  on  it  at  its 
creation,  which  are  natural  to  it  in  every  stage  of 
its  existence,  and  from  which  it  can  never  detiart, 
but  at  the  risk  of  consequences  always  hazardous, 
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if  not  utterly  destructive.     Nature  dictates  to  man, 
in  his  individual  capacity,  the  love  of  truth  and 
justice,  and  if  he  ever  disregards  the  impulse  of 
that  sentiment  he  will  incur  certain  evil.     In  like 
manner,  whatever  appears  to  be  the  natural  dictate 
of  a  government,  should  be  carefully  discerned  and 
scrupulously  obeyed ;  for,  if  not,  the  body  politic 
will  become  disorganized,  and  rendered  the  subject 
of  every  dangerous  infection.   It  would  not  do  for  a 
monarchy  to  practise  upon  the  principles  of  a  re- 
publican government,  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  for 
a  republic  to  practise  ug^  the  principles  of  mon- 
archy.  These  two  governments  are  opposites  in  the 
various  systems  of  polity,  and  should  go  on  in  the 
separate  spheres  in  which  they  have  been  destined 
to  move.     It  would  be  as  rational  to  expect  the  re- 
peated occurrence  of  strange  anomalies  in  nature, 
as  to  suppose  that  a  republic  could  occasionally 
dart  into  the  sphere  of  monarchy  and  still  preserve 
its  blessings  in  all  their  pristine  excellence.  If,  there- 
fore, in  the  course  or  revolutions  of  republican 
government,  it  is  ever  found  to  be  erratic ;  if  it 
IS  seen  to  deviate  from  those  laws  impressed  on  it 
by  the  mighty  hand  of  the  people  who  created  it ; 
it  it  courts  coniunction  with,  or  solicits  indulgence 
in  the  costly,  the  expensive  trappings  and  appen- 
da^s  of  monarchy,  then  I  pronounce  the  time  has 
arrived  for  arresting  its  progress  and  reforming  its 
example. 

Of  all  the  principles  connatural  with  the  people 
of  these  United  States,  impressed  upon  them  at 
their  political  creation,  none  appears  more  impor- 
tant, or  announced  with  more  solemnity  than  this 
— "that  standing  armies  are  dangerous  to  the  lib- 
I  erties  of  a  free  people,  and  ought  not  to  be  allow- 
-'  ed."     This  truth  is  distinctly  written  in  constitu- 
tions formed  contemporaneously  with  the  birth  day 
of  our  independence,  as  well  as  in  those  ordained 
and  established  at  different  periods.    But  it  is  par- 
ticularly the  saying  of  our  ancestors — of  the  fathers 
of  the  freedom  and  independence  of  their  country. 
Throughout  their  works  you  find  the  same  cau- 
tious concern,  the  same  jealous  solicitude  about 
the  fatal  effects  resulting  from  an  overgrown,  a 
redundant,  and  an  inactive  army  in  time  of  peace. 
Let  me  ask  if  their  imaginations  were  distemper- 
ed ;  if  they  were  alarmed  at  an  airy  phantom ;  or 
whether  they  did  not  speak  the  language  of  sober- 
ness and  truth,  teaching  their  posterity  how  to 
avoid  dangers,  certain,  real,  and  extremely  formi- 
dable?   The  latter  conclusion  must  be  adopted, 
and  we  should  receive  these  Constitutional  pro- 
visions, the  arguments  of  gentlemen  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding,  as  so  many  credenda  in  the 
articles  of  our  political  faith. 

Yes,  sir,  the  champions  of  our  independence  and 
our  rights  knew  well  that  the  laws  and  rules  of  an 
army  were,  in  fact,  the  laws  and  rules  of  absolute 
despotism ;  that  an  army  was  dangerous  to  our 
civil  and  political  institutions,  not  only  on  account 
of  its  physical  force,  but  also  on  account  of  its 
moral  effects,  its  contaminating  influence  over  our 
principles,  feelings,  and  habits.  In  England,  the 
country  from  which  in  order  to  be  separated  Amer- 
ica lavished  so  prodigiously  of  her  blood  and  trea- 
Bote,  oiartial  law  is  considered  so  much  at  variance 


with  the  small  portion  of  liberty  she  enjoys,  that 
it  is  called  "in  reality  not  a  law,  but  something 
indulged  rather  than  allowed  as  a  law."    If  an 
army  and  its  rules  be  thus  dangerous  to  British 
liberty,  how  much  more  so  are  they  to  the  liberty 
of  American  citizens?    As  citizens  we  boast  of 
our  equality ;  but  in  vain  do  you  look  for  it  in  the 
army.     Here  are  all  those  distinctions  of  rank — 
all  tnat  slavish  submission  to  the  will  of  a  superior 
which  are  to  be  seen  in  the  most  absolute  govern- 
ments.    If  an  inferior  officer  or  soldier  strikes  his 
superior,  the  punishment  of  death  is  inflicted  as  the 
necessary,  the  only  adequate  atonement.     Mon- 
strous indeed  is  the  punishment  for  so  trivial  an 
offence !   The  Grand  Sultan  of  Turkey,  who  vain- 
gloriously  styles  himself  the  "Shadow  of  God — a 
God  on  earth — brother  to  the  sun  and  moon — dis- 
poser of  all  earthly  crowns,"  could  not  support  his 
imaginary  greatness  with  more  tremendous  exac- 
tions, with  more  awful  penalties.     As  citizens  we 
also  boast  of  our  liberty ;  but,  as  soldiers,  a  long 
a.scent  of  ranks  and  grades  rises  before  us;  the 
command  of  each  is  a  law,  and  to  disobey  is  to 
forfeit  our  lives.     I  know  well,  said  Mr.  W.,  the 
excuse  which  is  generally  offered  for  the  continu- 
ance of  these  inexorable  rules.     It  was  commonly 
said  they  are  founded  upon  necessity,  but  he  hoped 
he  should  be  able  to  show  how  dangerous  it  was 
to  suffer  any  system  founded  upon  such  necessity 
to  exist  in  a  great  or  unreasonable  degree. 

That  the  military  life  will  corrupt  the  feelings 
and  habits  of  those  who  were  engaged  in  it  was, 
Mr.  W.  thought,  also  evident.  Suppose  two  char- 
acters, A  and  fe,  have  acted  in  the  army  for  ten 
years — A  in  the  capacity  of  an  officer,  B  in  that 
of  a  soldier;  that,  after  their  term  of  service  had 
expired,  they  both  return  to  the  walks  of  civil  life. 
Now,  I  ask  whether  these  two  characters  will  as- 
sociate together  upon  the  terms  of  their  original 
footing  of  equality  as  citizens,  or  whether  they  will 
not  be  more  likely,  from  their  feelings  and  habits, 
to  preserve  that  distinctive  condition  of  officer  and 
soldier  in  which  they  had  been  recently  placed  on 
the  Military  Establishment.  My  word  for  it,  the 
latter  condition  will  obtain.  For  no  matter  how 
well  disposed,  how  zealously  devoted  to  the  cause 
of  liberty  and  equality,  a  person  might  have  been 
before  he  had  become  the  subject  of  military  dis- 
cipline, yet,  after  being  inured  to  it  for  a  while,  he 
will  be  attached  to  it ;  he  will  forget  the  blessings 
which  attend  the  cond  i  tion  of  a  citizen,  or, being  h  ira- 
self  deprived  of  those  blessings,  he  will  be  envious 
that  no  others  should  be  permitted  to  enjoy  them. 
Hence  it  is  that  standing  armies  have  always  been 
dangerous  to  liberty  throughout  the  world.  In 
despotic  governments,  it  is  true,  there  is  no  differ- 
ence between  the  condition  of  a  common  subject 
and  that  of  a  soldier;  both  are  equally  doomed  to 
the  scourge  of  tyranny,  in  which  perhaps  both  may 
delight ;  nothing  is  to  be  gained  by  a  change,  which 
perhaps  they  are  unable  to  contrive  or  accomplish. 
But,  in  our  free  country,  persons  habituated  to 
military  life  become,  as  officers,  on  the  one  hand, 
domineering  and  intolerant,  and,  as  soldiers,  on  the 
other,  servile  and  dependent. 

In  short,  sir,  our  army  is  subject  to  the  same  sort 
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of  discipline  as  the  other  armies  of  the  world ;  but  ]  ought  to  be  regulated  by  the  necessities  of  the 
is  our  Government  like  other  Governments?  Look  '  country.  In  cases  of  danger,  it  may  be  greater; 
to  the  Sultan  of  Turkey,  the  late  despot  of  France,  \  but  at  other  times,  when  peace  reigns  throughout 
or  to  the  King  of  England,  and  you  will  find  near-  \  our  borders,  when  not  the  least  aspect  of  war  is 
ly  the  same  system  in  use  for  the  discipline  of  their  to  be  seen,  it  should  be  reduced  to  the  lowest  pos- 
armies.  Compare  it  with  our  system,  and  there  I  sible  standard,  regarding  it  always  as  an  evil  ne- 
appears  no  very  great  or  considerable  discrepan-  cessary  to  be  used  occasionally,  but  to  be  employed 
cy.  But  between  their  governments  and  our  own  I  with  care,  and  to  be  watched  with  vigilance, 
you  behold  an  immense  difference.  If,  then,  their  Believing  the  House  will  be  disposed  to  concur 
systems  of  military  discipline  are  adapted  to  the  [  in  the  sentiments  which  have  been  advanced,  I 


shall  proceed  immediately  to  inquire  what  reduc- 
tion it  would  be  proper  to  make  in  the  present 
Military  Establishment,  reserving  any  other  re- 


nature  of  their  governments,  and  calculated  to  sup- 
port them,  our  system,  being  like  theirs,  cannot  be 

adapted  to  the  nature  of  our  Government,  or  cal- ,  .  ^       , 

culated  for  its  support.  As  widely,  therefore,  as  :  marks  I  may  have  to  offer  in  relation  to  the  dan- 
the  governments  of  the  old  world  differ  from  our  i  ger  of  armies,  and  the  propriety  of  relying  on  the 
own,  so  widely  do  the  rules  and  discipline  of  our  I  militia,  for  future  occasions,  as  they  may  arise  in 


army  differ  from  the  nature  of  our  Government. 

I  hope,  said  Mr.  W.,  not  to  be  misunderstood. 
It  is  not  my  purpose  to  contend  that  we  ought  to 
dispense  with  the  whole  Military  Establishment, 
because  the  system  of  rules  adopted  for  its  goverri- 
ment  are  at  variance  with  the  nature  of  our  civil 
and  political  institutions.  My  object  has  been  to 
show,  that  all  armies  are  governed  upon  principles 


the  course  of  my  observations. 

Whatever  difference  of  opinion  may  have  here- 
tofore existed,  as  to  the  number  of  men,  yet  all 
have  seemed  to  think,  that  the  number  of  officers 
in  the  Army  was  unnecessarily  great.  The  Sec- 
retary of  War,  however,  has  invariably  adhered 
to  this  branch  of  the  Army  with  wonderful  tena- 
city.    That  he  should  have  done  so,  in  the  report 


similarly,  if  not  equally,  despotic  ;  that,  as  this  is  '  made  at  the  present  session,  is,  to  me,  a  matter  of 


the  case,  we  should  be  careful  how  we  introduce 
that  system  of  things  into  the  United  States,  be- 
cause our  Government,  being  a  Republic  of  the 
most  liberal  kind,  will  not  be  able  to  consociate 
(if  I  may  use  the  expression)  with  that  system. 
It  is  impossible  for  two  opposite  natures  to  exist 
in  the  same  being,  and  I  would  as  soon  expect  the 
military  despotism  of  Bonaparte  could  exist 


perfect  surprise.  He  knew  well  the  condition  of 
the  Treasury  ;  he  knew  there  would  be  a  defi- 
ciency of  several  millions  ;  he  also  knew  that  the 
officers  materially  contributed  to  the  expense  of 
supporting  the  Army,  and,  yet,  after  all  this  infor- 
mation, he  gravely  recommends  that  the  officers 
should  be  retained.  I  should  have  supposed  that  a 
very  different  course  would  have  been  pursued ;  that 


identity  with  our  Government ;  that  it  could  flour-  i  he  would  have  recommended  the  retention  of  a  pro- 
ish  at  the  same  time,  and  be  maintained  over  the  I  portion  of  more  men  and  fewer  officers  than  exists 
same  people,  as  to  suppose  our  own  Government  |  in  the  present  organization  of  the  Army.    For,ia 
■         "  "  -      *^  '  the  report  made  by  the  Secretary  in  1818,  he  says, 


could  exist  under  the  influence  of  a  very  extended 
Military  Establishment,  in  time  of  peace.  The 
Army  and  the  Government  would  inherit  different 
natures,  and  perpetual  warfare  must  ensue,  till  the 
spirit  of  one  had  subdued  that  of  the  other.  In 
such  a  contest  the  civil  would  fall  prostrate  before 
the  military  power.  The  constitutions  of  our  gov- 
ernments, the  precepts  and  sayings  of  our  lore- 
fathers  ;  the  evidence  of  all  mankind,  as  trans- 
mitted to  us  through  the  records  of  historv ;  in 
short,  the  very  nature  of  the  thing  itself,  will  not 
permit  us  to  entertain  a  doubt  on  this  sub^ect^ 
From  this  view 


is  necessary,  it 


IS  a 


it  is  evident  that  if  the  Army 
kind  of  necessary  evil,  and  it 


should  be  the  object  of  the  American  people  to 
have  a«  little  of  it  as  possible.  The  question  for 
us  to  decide,  at  all  times,  should  be,  "  with  how 
much  of  this  evil  can  we  dispense?"  not  "with 
what  quantity  of  it  can  we  be  able  to  subsist?" 
The  rule  should  be  to  keep  in  service  as  few  men 
as  possible,  not  as  many  as  possible.  A  patient, 
laboring  with  sickness  and  threatened  with  death, 
willingly  takes   the  most   disgusting   potions  of 


page  5,  "it  is  obvious  that,  as  the  officers  are 
'  much  more  expensive  in  proportion  to  their  num- 
'  hers  than  the  soldiers,  that  the  pay  of  the  Army, 
'  in  relation  to  its  aggregate  numbers,  will  be  in- 
'  creased  or  diminished  with  the  increase  or  dimin- 
'  ution  of  the  former."  It  is,  then,  I  say,  a  matter 
of  surprise,  that  the  Secretary  should  have  recom- 
mended the  retention  of  all  the  officers,  when  he 
knew  that  economy  was  the  object  contemplated 
in  the  proposed  reduction  of  the  Army,  and  when, 
from  his  own  statement,  the  officers  were  much 
more  expensive,  in  proportion  to  their  numbers, 
than  the  soldiers. 

From  the  same  report  of  1818,  it  appears  that 
if  the  Army  were  full,  there  would  be,  according 
to  the  present  organization,  about  four  men  to 
each  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  and  musi- 
cian. This  disproportion  has  always  been  a  great 
objection  to  the  Military  Establishment.  The 
people  saw,  and  the  Secretary  of  War  himself 
has  said,  that  the  expense  of  the  Army  was  greatly 
owing  to  the  number  of  officers.    In  this  stale  of 


medicine,  but  by  no  means  does  he  calculate  that    things  a  resolution  was  passed  at  the  last  session, 


these  are  to  become  articles  for  his  daily  subsist 
ence.  It  may  sometimes  be  proper  for  the  United 
States  to  keep  in  service  forty,  fifty,  or  a  hundred 
thousand  troops,  but  it  does  not  follow  from  this, 
that  it  will  always  be  requisite  to  have  an  army 
of  the  same  size.     The  Military  Establishment 


requiring  that  a  report  from  the  Head  of  the  War 
Department  should  be  made  at  the  present  session, 
containing  a  plan  for  the  reduction  of  the  Army. 
Well,  sir,  the  report  comes  in,  and  what  is  pro- 
posed ?  Why,  that  the  organization  of  the  Army 
shall  be  a  little  changed ;  but  it  is  not  proposed  to 
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ledoce  the  namber  of  officers.  Not  only  so,  but 
the  objections  to  the  proposed  organization  are 
■racfa  greater  than  to  the  present ;  for,  by  that 
which  IS  proposed,  there  will  be  something  more 
than  two  men  for  each  officer,  non-commissioned 
officer,  and  musician.  Yea,  sir,  it  is  a  fact  which 
no  one  scarcely  could  have  believed,  that  this 
enormous  disproportion  is  recommended  to  us  for 
our  approbation. 

I  will  venture  to  say,  there  is  not  an  army  in 
the  world,  not  even  in  Governments  the  most  pro- 
fuse and  prodigal,  where  the  disproportion  of  offi- 
cers to  men  is  so  great  as  it  is  with  us  at  this 
tone ;  and,  yet,  by  the  plan  of  the  Secretary,  this 
disproportion  is  to  be  greatly  increased.  Military 
characters  say,  the  staff  in  particular  is  now  large 
enough  for  fifty,  some  say  a  hundred  thousand 
men.  But  yet,  we  are  told,  we  must  not  reduce 
it,  when  it  is  admitted,  or  determined  by  the  reso- 
lution of  last  session,  that  we  shall  reduce  the 
number  of  men  nearly  one-half.  If  the  staff  offi- 
cers under  the  old  organization  have  had  not 
much  to  do  ;  if,  on  account  of  their  numbers,  they 
have  been  permitted  to  idle  away  their  time,  how 
much  more  will  this  be  the  case  under  the  pro- 
posed orsranization ! 

In  1818,  the  Secretary  reported  to  us  that  the 
steff  of  the  Army,  under  the  existing  organization, 
amounted  only  to  96.     I  then  objected  to  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  statement ;  I  mentioned  that  the 
number  was  upwards  of  200,  and  called  upon  any 
gentleman  who  might  see  the  thing  differently  to 
correct  me,  if  I  was  wrong,  or  give  such  explana- 
tions as  might  satisfy  the  House.     To  prove  now 
that  I  was  then  correct,  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  some  tabular  and  other 
documents  contained  in  the  two  reports  of  the 
Secretary.     Document  B,  of  the  late  or  new  re- 
port, professes  to  be  the  same  as  document  A,  of 
the  report  submitted  in  1818  ;  but,  yet,  the  former 
is  quite  at  variance  with  the  latter  in  some  of  its 
details.     In  the  organization,  as  proposed  in  the 
new  report,  it  is  not  intimated  by  the  Secretary 
that  the  number  of  the  staff  will  be  increased  be- 
yond that  set  forth  in  the  report  made  in  1818.  But 
the  number  of  the  Staff,  in  the  organization  pro- 
posed in  the  new  report,  amounts  to  228,  and,  of 
the  organization   reported   in    1818,  only  to  96. 
Whence,  sir,  is  this  difference  ?     Could  the  Sec- 
retary have  thought  to  impose  on  Congress  ?    I 
hope  not.    But,  if  he  did,  I  trust  he  will  be  mis- 
taken.    I  must,  however,  say  that  both  these  re- 
ports have  appeared  to  me  more  like  speeches  ad- 
dressed to  the  army,  than  communications  made 
to  this  House. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  notice  more  particularly 
the  staff  recommended  by  the  Secretary.  There 
are  two  Major  Generals,  four  Aids  de  Camp,  four 
Brigadier  Generals,  four  Aids  de  Camp,  one  Judge 
Advocate,  six  Topographical  Engineers,  four  As- 
sistant Topographical  Engineers,  one  Adjutant 
and  Inspector  General,  two  Adjutant  Generals, 
four  Assistant  Adjutant  GJenerals,  two  Inspector 
QenCTals,  four  Assistant  Inspector  Generals,  ten 
Regimental  Adjutants,  eight  Battalion  Adjutants, 
making,  in  this  department,  a  total  of  56 ;  m  the 


Q,uartfrmaster's  department  there  are  37;  Pay- 
master's department  20 ;  Purchasing  department 
4;  Subsistence  department  1,  with  as  many  As- 
sistants as  the  service  may  require ;  Medical  de- 
partment 75 ;  Engineer  Corps  23  ;  Military  Acad- 
emy, 12  Professors  and  Masters;  making  an  ag- 
gregate of  228,  exclusive  of  Cadets ;  but,  if  ihey 
be  added,  of  478.  At  the  head  of  this  prodigious 
staff  stand  the  two  Major  Generals.  No  one  but  the 
Secretary,  or  some  other  person  zealously  and  deter- 
minately  devoted  to  the  army,  could  have  thought 
of  retaining  the  Major  Generals.  The  Secretary 
says,  page  8  of  the  report : 

"  It  is  proposed  to  retain  the  two  Major  and  four 
Brigadier  Generals.  Although  it  ii  not  probable  there 
will  be  concentrated,  in  time  of  peace,  at  any  point,  a 
force  equal  to  the  command  of  a  eingle  Major,  or  even 
a  Brigadier  General,  yet,  it  is  conceived  important  to 
the  service  that  they  should  be  retained ;  a*  two  regi- 
ments, with  a  proper  proportion  of  artillery  and  light 
troops,  constitute,  in  our  service,  one  brigade,  and  two 
brigades  a  division,  the  command  of  a  Major  General, 
the  number  of  regiments  and  battalions  under  the 
proposed  organization,  thus  giving  a  command  equal 
to  that  of  two  Major,  and  four  Brigadier  Generals." 

Here,  sir,  the  Secretary  admits  that  there  will 
be  concentrated  at  no  one  point  a  number  of  men 
equal  to  the  command  of  a  single  Major,  nor  even 
a  Brigadier  General.  He  would  indeed  have  been 
equally  correct  if  he  had  said  that  the  whole  Army, 
under  the  plan  proposed,  would,  if  assembled  at 
one  point,  scarcely  be  equal  to  the  command  of 
one  Major  General  and  two  Brigadiers.  But,  yet, 
he  recommends  the  retention  of  two  Major  and 
four  Brigadier  Generals,  thus  advising  us  to  keep 
in  service  double  the  number  of  general  officers 
which,  according  to  this  part  of  his  reasoning,  he 

f troves  to  be  necessary.  I  ask  if  we  shall  be  grave- 
y  told  this  ;  if  we  shall  assume  it  as  a  rule  of  oar 
conduct,  and  keep  in  service  the  whole  of  these 
general  officers,  when  it  cannot  be  denied  that 
there  are  not  men  for  their  command.  The  most 
that  the  Secretary  could  have  done,  under  such 
circumstances,  would  have  been  to  show  that  there 
were  men  for  the  officers  to  command,  and  then 
to  recommend  that  they  should  be  retained.  But 
he  seeks  further  justification  by  saying  that  the 
number  of  regiments  and  battalions  give  a  com- 
mand for  all  the  generals. 

This,  sir,  is  a  deception  in  argument  easily  ex- 
posed and  entitled  to  no  weight.  For,  why  did 
he  not  show,  not  tbat  the  number  of  regiments 
and  battalions,  but  that  the  number  of  men  in 
those  regiments  and  battalions,  would  justify  the 
course  proposed  ?  You  may  call  a  Captain's  com- 
pany a  regiment,  and  thus  give  to  a  Brigadier 
(ieneral  the  command  which  ought  to  belong  to 
two  Captains,  or  to  a  Major  General  the  com- 
mand which  ought  to  belong  to  four  Captains. 
In  this  way,  sir,  we  might  have  the  greatest  plenty 
of  general  officers  ;  nay,  in  such  abundance  as  to 
satisfy  the  Seci-etarv  of  War  himself,  whose  appe- 
tition  for  officers  of  this  rank  seems  quite  inordi- 
nate. For  my  own  part,  I  am  unwilling  to  keep 
in  service,  at  any  time,  general  officers,  when 
there  are  not  men  for  their  command.  But,  when 
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there  is  a  deficiency  of  several  millions  in  the 
Treasury ;  when  the  country  is  oppressed  with 
debt,  I  would  dispense  with  officers  even  if  they 
had  men  to  command  ;  because,  by  so  doing,  we 
get  clear  of  a  great  expense,  whereas,  if  only  the 
men  are  discharged  from  service,  and  the  officers 
retained,  we  get  clear  of  a  very  inconsiderable  ex- 
pense. 

Of  what  use,  let  it  be  asked,  are  the  two  Major 
Generals  ?     The  Secretary  says,  page  8  of  the  re- 
port, •'  But  a  more  weighty  and,  in  my  opinion, 
'  decisive  reason  why  they  should  be  retained,  may 
'  be  found  in  the  principle  already  stated,  that  the 
'  organization  of  the  Peace  Establishment  ought  to 
'  be  such  as  to  induce  persons  of  talent  and  respect- 
'  ability  to  enter  and  continue  in  the  military  ser- 
*  vice.''   Now,  said  Mr.  W.,  the  argument  presented 
in  so  much  of  the  report  as  I  have  just  read,  is 
perfectly  illusory.    Do  the  Colonels  remain  in  ser- 
vice because  they  are  satisfied  with  their  condition 
as  Colonels,  or  from  a  hope  of  becoming  Brigadier 
Generals?    Do  the  Brigadiers  remain  in  service 
because  they  are  satisfied  with  their  condition  as 
Brigadiers,  or  from  a  hope  that  they  will  become 
Major  Generals  ?     I  take  it,  sir,  that  the  officers, 
from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  remain  in  service 
because  they  are  satisfied  with  their  present  condi- 
tion, and  not  from  any  hope  of  getting  to  be  Major 
Generals.     It  is  with  them  a  money-making  busi- 
uesjt,  perhaps  more  profitable  than  any  in  which 
they  could  engage,  and  this  is  the  reason  they  re- 
main in  the  Army,  as  I  shall  hereafter  show.    Be- 
sides this,  the  argument  is  defective  in  another 
point  of  view.    It  is  said  that,  even  with  the  office 
of  Major  General,  many  resignations  take  place. 
Assuming,  then,  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  as 
the  fact,  in  this  case,  to  wit,  that  the  rank  and 
compensation  now  given  to  the  Generals  are  not 
sufficient  to  prevent  resignations,  what  does   it 
prove  ?    It  proves  this :  that  you  have  not  yet  done 
enough ;  that  you  must  even  go  further,  and  insti- 
tute the  office  of  Lieutenant  General,  attaching  to 
it  the  highest  honors  and  emoluments.     For,  we 
are  told  it  is  necessary  to  prevent  resignations  in 
the  Army,  and  that  high  offices  will  have  the  de- 
sired eflect.     But  we  are  told,  again,  that  the 
offices  of  two  Major  and  four  Brigadier  Generals, 
already  established  by  law,  will  not  prevent  resig- 
nations.    It  follows,  then,  as  a  necessary  conse- 
quence, from  the  SecreUry's  own  reasoning,  that 
we  must  create  the  office  of  Lieutenant  General, 
in  order  to  prevent  resignations.     This  course  of 
argument  proves  quite  too  much. 

But  I  differ  from  him  altogether  on  th»  subject 
of  the  resignation  of  officers  of  the  Army.  It  is 
to  be  ascribed  to  very  different  causes.  Perhaps 
the  most  influential  cause  has  been,  the  belief  offi- 
cers have  had  that  the  Army  would  be  reduced ; 
and,  rather  than  wait  for  this  event,  they  have  an- 
ticipated it  by  handing  in  their  resignations ;  at 
the  same  time  they  have  solicited  the  best  civil 
offices  which  were  to  be  had ;  not  because  they  pre- 
ferred those  civil  offices,  but  becau.«!e  they  thought 
them  the  only  alternative.  But  let  it  once  be  un- 
derstood that  the  Army  is  not  to  be  reduced,  and 
my  word  for  it  you  will  hear  no  more  of  these 


voluntary  resignations.  This  would  be  the  case, 
whether  or  not  you  have  the  office  of  Major  or 
Brigadier  General.  If  there  were  no  higher  rank 
than  a  Colonel,  then  all  officers  subordinate  to 
that  rank  would  hold  on  to  their  commissions  just 
as  they  do  at  present.  It  is  not  the  office  so  much 
as  the  highest  office,  which  is  the  object  of  emu- 
lous pursuit  amongst  men.  If  the  rank  of  Colonel 
or  Brigadier  General  were  the  highest  office  known 
to  our  laws,  then  there  would  be  all  that  aspiration 
to  attain  it ;  there  would  be  all  that  complaceixcy 
and  self-satisfaction  in  having  attained  it,  whicn 
are  to  be  observed  in  the  conduct  of  those  who 
(according  to  the  Secretary's  views)  may  now  be 
in  pursuit  of  the  office  of  Major  General.  Did 
the  officers  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Peace  Establishment 
think  themselves  deficient  in  rank  ?  Not  at  all. 
There  was  then  no  Major  Greneral.  But  the  offi- 
cers, knowing  they  filled  the  highest  military  sta- 
tions in  the  country,  were  satisfied,  and  conse- 
quently remained  in  service.  Therefore,  the  rea- 
soning of  the  Secretary  on  this  head  either  proves 
nothing,  or  it  proves  too  much,  which  is  worse 
than  nothing. 

This  plan,  said  Mr.  W.,  of  retaining  men  in  ser- 
vice by  the  hope  of  receiving  the  greater  rank,  pay, 
!  and  emoluments,  attached  to  the  office  of  Major 
'  General,  is  radically  wrong.    It  costs  too  much. 
!  It  is  paying  too  dear  for  the  whistle.     We  have 
j  two  Major  Generals,  with  two  great  divisions — 
'  the  Northern  and  Southern.     The  headquarter! 
I  are  at  Brownville,  in  the  North,  and  at  Nashville, 
t  in  the  South.    This  arrangement  was  evidently 
i  made  for  the  convenience  and  accommodation  of 
those  officers,  not  for  the  good  of  the  service  ;  on 
the  contrary,  it  introduces  complexity  and  confu- 
sion into  our  system  of  military  affairs.     We  all 
recollect  the  strife  between  the  War  Department 
and  the  Major  General  of  the  South,  relative  to 
certain  rules  of  etiquette  to  be  observed  in  the 
transmission  of  orders.    As  matters  now  stand,  an 
order  must  travel  all  the  way  to  Nashville,  and 
then  back  to  Washington,  before  it  can  reach  an 
officer  stationed  at  the  Marine  barracks,  not  distant 
more  than  a  mile  from  this  Capitol ;  that  is,  an 
order  must  travel  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  naiies 
before  it  comes  to  the  officer  who  is  the  subject  of 
it,  and  who  has  always  been  distant  about  one 
mile  from  the  Department  from  whence  the  order 
issued.     The  same  regulation,  I  understand,  exists 
in  regard  to  the  Northern  division ;  and,  if  it  is 
thus  necessary  that  orders  should  pass  through  the 
Major  Generals,  why  not  direct  their  headquarters 
to  be  at  more  favorable  positions — at  Washington 
and  Baltimore  for  example.    Then  there  could  be 
no  delay  in  the  progress  of  orders  to  inferior  offi- 
cers, because  the  Major  Generals,  through  whom 
we  understand  they  must  pass,  would  be  stationed 
immediately  on  the  lines  of  direct  communication. 
But,  no,  this  would  not  do ;  these  officers  must  be 
accommodated;  and,  for  their  especial  benefit, 
they  have  been  permitted  to  reside  at  home ;  to 
live  on  their  own  farms,  and  to  mind  their  own 
business,  receiving  from  the  Government,  at  the 
same  time,  as  nearly  as  I  can  estimate,  about  seven 
thousand  dollars  a  year.    Some  calculate  that  the 
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amount  received  is  considerably  greater,  as  much 
perhaps  as  eight  or  ten  thousand  doliars  a  year. 
Sir,  I  think  it,  if  not  an  abuse,  at  Itast  a  very  great 

frievance,  that  these  officers,  while  they  reside  at 
ome,  should  have  received  the  whole  pay  and 
emoluments  attached  to  their  office.  The  allow- 
ance for  forage,  fuel,  four  servants,  seven  horses, 
three  rooms  and  a  kitchen,  I  have  believed,  was 
intended  for  actual  service ;  for  a  state  of  war,  and 
not  for  a  state  of  profound  peace  to  the  country 
and  domestic  retirement  to  the  officer.  When 
they  go  abroad,  it  is  said  all  these  paraphernalia 
accompany  them.  Forage,  fuel,  four  servants, 
seven  horses,  three  rooms  and  a  kitchen,  and  1,250 
pounds  of  baggage,  all  adhere  to  and  march  on 
with  the  Generals !  Indeed,  sir,  they  ii.ust  have 
great  strength  to  draw  after  them  such  a  ponde- 
rous and  heterogeneous  load  of  items.  No  Eastern 
Satrap  could  move  with  greater  pomp. 

As  to  preserving  and  perpetuating  a  knowledge 
of  the  military  science,  by  keeping  these  Generals 
in  service,  the  plan,  I  say,  is  utterly  fallacious. 
Their  situation  at  home  precludes  the  possibilily 
of  learning  any  thing  new,  and  almost  of  retaining 
what  they  do  know.  Tlie  knowledge  to  be  pre- 
served, or  information  to  be  acquired  by  them, 
while  they  reside  on  their  own  farms,  will  qualify 
them  much  better  for  the  cornfield  than  the  field 
of  battle,  and  no  duubt  they  study  the  operations 
of  the  former  much  more  than  of  the  latter.  It  is 
true,  they  come  on  sometimes  to  the  Scat  of  Gov- 
ernment, but  for  what  purpose  nobody  knows, 
unless  it  be  to  drill  Congress  or  attend  the  parties. 
Another  reason  assigned  by  the  Secretary  for 
retaining  the  Generals  is,  that  it  will  operate  upon 
the  army  like  the  "  high  prizes  in  a  lottery  ;"  that 
men  of  talents  will  thereby  be  induced  to  enter 
and  continue  in  the  service.  Of  all  the  figures  of 
speech  with  which  our  language  abounds,  I  think 
this  "metaphor"  the  most  unfortunate  which  could 
possibly  have  been  selected.  For  there  are  two 
things  so  littlecomparable  to  each  other  as  a  lottery 
and  a  regular  gradation  by  which  officers  are  ad- 
vanced in  the  army.  The  high  prizes  in  a  lottery 
are  distributed,  not  according  to  any  rule  whatever, 
but  entirely  by  chance,  by  accident,  by  the  most 
capricious  turns  of  fortune.  Not  so  in  relation  to 
the  advancement  of  officers  in  the  army  :  there 
you  have  certain  fixed  rules,  a  perfect  scale  of  gra- 
dation, according  to  which  every  one  must  be  pro- 
moted. Does  not  every  inferior  officer  know  that 
all  his  superiors  must  be  promoted  in  preference 
to  himself?  Surely,  he  does.  Then  it  follows 
that  this  inducement  proposed  by  the  Secretary 
operates,  not  as  a  lottery,  hereafrer  to  be  drawn, 
and  in  which  no  one  knows  how  the  prizes  will 
be  distributed,  but  rather  as  a  lottery  which  has 
already  been  drawn,  and  in  which  the  fate  of  every 
adventurer  is  fixed  and  determined.  Many  of  the 
remarks  which  have  been  made  respecting  the 
Major  Generals  are  also  applicable  to  the  Briga- 
diers. I  cannot,  for  my  liiie,  determine  what  use 
the  Secretary  intends  to  make  of  the  four  officers 
of  this  rank  ne  proposes  to  keep  in  service;  that 
is,  as  I  understand  it,  in  the  pay  of  Government. 
These  officers  are  allowed  forage,  fuel,  three  ser- 


vants, five  horses,  two  rooms  and  a  kitchen.  But 
the  Secretary  tells  us  there  will  not  be  concentrated 
at  any  one  point  a  force  equal  to  the  command  of 
a  single  Brigadier;  and  why  be  at  the  expense  of 
keeping  four  of  them  ?  I  call  upon  gentlemen  to 
tell  us  what  they  are  to  do.  It  has  been  suggested 
that  we  ought  to  retain  three  Brigadiers:  one  to 
be  stationed  here,  another  in  the  North,  and  a  third 
in  the  South.  But,  cannot  one  Colonel  in  the 
North,  and  another  in  the  South,  answer  the  same 
purpose  ?  Our  desire  for  general  officers  se<?ms 
truly  inextinguishable.  When  going  abroad,  these 
Brigadiers  must  also  assume  the  style  of  Satraps, 
and  draw  after  them  a  great  load  of  items :  nay, 
more,  I  have  understood  from  good  authority,  that 
between  three  and  four  thousand  dollars  have  been 
allowed  to  one  Brigadier,  as  a  sort  of  extra  pay  (I 
suppose)  for  fatigue  duty  performed  in  travelling 
over  Europe — or,  perhaps  the  allowance  was  made 
out  of  the  fund  appropriated  for  foreign  intercourse. 
But  I  never  heard  of  any  treaties  being  negotiated 
by  that  gentleman,  or  that  he  was  in  any  respect 
to  be  considered  the  diplomatic  agent  of  the  United 
States. 

By  dispensing  with  the  two  Major  Generals  and 
three  Brigadiers,  we  also  get  clear  of  seven  Aids- 
de-Camp. 

Next  comes  the  office  of  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
General.  This  is  a  pretty  decent  snug  commis- 
sion, 10  be  held  by  a  clerk  in  the  Department.  His 
duties  are  entirely  those  of  a  clerk,  and  why  is  it 
that  he  has  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments,  of  a 
Brigadier  General  ?  1  can  perceive  no  reason, 
unless  it  be  for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  the  Mil- 
itary Establishment.  But  the  better  way  is  to 
graduate  and  pay  men  according  to  the  service  they 
render.  If  they  act  as  clerks,  let  them  be  ranked 
and  paid  as  such.  If  I  am  correctly  informed, 
many  officers  of  the  army  complain  oi  this  anom- 
aly in  our  Military  Establishment.  It  is  said  the 
present  incumbent  would  probably  not  know  how 
to  march  a  corporal's  guard,  and  yet  his  rank,  pay, 
and  emoluments,  advance  him  quite  beyond  offi- 
cers who  have  seen  active,  efficient  service.  Per- 
mit ine  here  to  say  that  I  have  nothing  personal 
against  that  officer.  When  1  have  had  occasion 
to  correspond  with  him,  he  has  answered  me 
promptly.  Sometimes  I  find  a  little  difficulty  in 
reading  his  communications. 

Instead  of  two  Adjutants  and  four  Assistant 
Adjutant  Generals,  the  whole  business  of  this 
branch  of  the  army  may  be  transacted  by  one  Ad- 
jutant General  and  one  assistant.  Thus,  we  may 
dispense  with  one  Adjutant  General,  and  three 
assistants,  and  thereby  save  to  the  nation  their  pay 
and  emoluments. 

Two  Inspector  Generals  and  four  Assistant  In- 
spectors are  also  too  many  for  our  service.  When 
this  subject  was  considered  in  the  session  of  1818- 
19,  I  mentioned  that  the  Inspectors,  if  my  infor- 
mation was  correct,  were  young  men  and  not 
qualified  to  perform  their  duties;  but,  if  qualified, 
they  have  nevertheless  failed  to  perform  their  duty, 
and  that  a  regiment  in  the  northern  division  had 
been  reviewed  only  once  by  an  Inspector,  since  the 
introduction  of  this  part  of  the  staff,  which  was 
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three  years  previous  to  that  time.     In  reply  to  this, 
a  gentleman   from  New  York,  (Mr.   Storrs,) 
whom  I  now  see  in  his  place,  mentioned  a  fact 
which  no  doubt  he  learned  from  the  Inspector  Gen- 
eral of  the  Northern  division,  who  was  then  in 
this  city.    The  fact  was  this,  "  that  the  officer  in 
question  had  himself,  the  Summer  preceding,  vis- 
ited every  post,  examined  every  musket,  and  per- 
formed every  duty  which  appertained  to  his  office 
in  that  divi.sion."    Now,  sir,  if  the  Inspector  Gen- 
eral performed  all  these  duties  in  the  Northern 
division,  why  is  it  that  he  has  two  assistants  ?     I 
take  it  for  granted,  that  the  Inspector  General  of 
the  Southern  division  can  likewise  perform  all  the 
duties  of  his  office  ;  and  why  is  it  that  he  also  has 
two  assistants?     Here   you   have  six  officers  to 
perform  duties  to  which  only  two  are  fully  com- 
petent.    Indeed,  sir,  I  must  say,  that  our  whole 
Military   Establishment  seems  to  have  been  built 
up  more  from  a  regard  to  the  men  who  were  to  fill 
offices,  than  to  the  service  it  was  expected  these 
men  would  render. 

The  bill  provides  for  as  many  regimental  and 
battalion  adjutants  as  will  be  necessary,  under  the 
proposed  plan  of  reduction.  If  gentlemen  think 
otherwise,  I  should  be  glad  they  would  point  out 
any  deficiency. 

The  Quartermaster's  department  is  next  in  or- 
der, as  reported  by  the  Secretary.     He  proposes  to 
retain  in  it  thirty-seven  officers.     I  admit,  said  Mr. 
W.,  that  if  there  is  any  one  branch  of  the  Army 
more  ably  and  faithfully  conducted  than  all  others, 
it  is  this;  and  would  be  willing  to  let  the  rank  of 
the  officers  remain,  but  would  reduce  their  num- 
ber.    My   friend,  the   gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Floyd,)  submitted  a  resolution  the  other  day, 
calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  War  for  a  statement 
of  the  rank,  number,  and  distribution  of  the  Army 
at  each  post.     This  statement  has  been  made  ac- 
cordingly, but  has  not  yet  been  printed,  so  as  to  be 
laid  on  our  table.     I  must,  then,  rely,  on  the  in- 
formation previously  possessed,  from  which  it  will 
be  seen  that,  in  1818,  two  assistant  deputy  quarter- 
master generals  were  in  General  Jesup's  office  at 
this  place.     At  Detroit  there  were  also  two,  while 
the  whole  duties  of  the  sixth  regiment,  stationed 
at   Plattsburg,   were   performed   by  one  quarter- 
master.     At   Boston,   there  were  two;   at  New 
York,  two;  at  West  Point,  there  was  a  quarter- 
master, where,  also,  a    lieutenant  of  engineers 
receiv.'d   the  pay  of  quartermaster,  whether   he 
performed  the  duties  or  not.     These  facts  are  men- 
tioned to  show  that  the  number  of  officers  in  this 
department  was  unnecessarily  great  in  1818.     As 
their  duties  have  not  increased,  but  rather  decreased 
since  that  time,  the  number  of  these  officers  may 
be  proportionably  lessened.     Instead  of  sixteen  as- 
sistant  deputy   quartermaster   generals,  I   would 
have  only  eight ;  and,  instead  of  eighteen  regimen- 
tal and  battalion  quartermasters,  I  would  reduce 
them  to  the  number  of  regiments  and  battalions 
proposed  in  the  bill.     This  would  be  my  plan. 
But  if  it  should  not  meet  the  views  of  my  friends, 
I  will  concede  whatever  preference  I  might  have, 
and  will  vote  for  the  bill,  because  retrenchment  is 
with  me  a  paramount  object. 


The  medical  department  requires,  I  should  think, 
considerable  excision.     The  Secretary  proposes  to 
retain  seventy-five  doctors.    If  good,  tney  are  more 
than  necessary.     If  bad,  thev  are  enough  to  kill  a 
nation.     In  1818,  he  reported  to  us  there  were  sev- 
enty-three posts.     I  shall  show,  hereafter,  that  it  is 
not  necessary  to  garrison  more  than  one-half,  at 
any  rate,  not  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  number 
of  posts  stated  to  us.    But  yet,  it  is  proposed  to 
keep  seventy-five  doctors,  a  number  more  than 
equal  to  the  whole  number  of  posts.     This  seems 
to  me  very  strange,  because,  if  I  was  correctly  in- 
formed, the  surgeon  at  Albany,  in  1818,  performed 
little  or  no  duty ;  the  surgeon  at  Watertown  prac- 
tised among  the  people  at  large,  professing,  at  the 
same  time,  to  belong  to  an  arsenal  w^hich  was  not 
finished,  and  in  which  there  was  no  garrison.    The 
surgeon  at  Boston  was  stationed  there  ostensibly 
for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  recruits,  but  as  soon 
as  recruits  were  made,  they  were  sent  to  the  garri- 
son in  the  harbor,  where  there  were  two  surgeons. 
The  surgeon  at  New  York  was  similarly  situated. 
If  a  like  examination  could  have  been  had  at  that 
time  of  the  position  of  the  surgeons  in  the  South- 
ern division,  no  doubt  they  would  have  been  found 
to  be  engaged  with  equal  profit  to  themselves,  if 
not  to  the  Army.     The  apothecaries  I  would  en- 
tirely discharge.     How  can  they,  at  New  York 
or  Philadelphia,  tell  the  medicines  necessary  to 
be  purchased  for  the  troops  who  may  be  sick  at 
Charleston  or  New  Orleans?     Would  it  not  be 
much  better  to  let  the  surgeon  at  any  particular 
|)Ost  purchase  such  medicines  as  may  be  wanted 
for  the  sick  at  that  post.     Besides,  I  have  been 
credibly  informed,  by  a  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, who  is  not  now,  but  was  then  a  member,  that 
the  apothecaries  were  very  deficient  in  performing 
their  duties.    He  mentioned  one  striking  fact  as 
coming  within  his  observation.     It  was  this,  that 
an  apothecary  stationed  at  Baltimore  had  pur- 
chased orange  peel  to  send  all  the  way  to  New  Or- 
leans.   Now,  sir,  every  body  ought  to  know  that 
oranges  grow  in  the  greatest  abundance  at  New 
Orleans;  and  that,  of  all  articles  of  medicine,  this 
was  the  least  wanted  at  that  place.    It  would,  then, 
seem  scarcely  possible  that  any  apothecary,  how- 
ever unskilful  or  injudicious  he  might  be,  could 
think  of  running  Government  to  the  greater  cost 
of  the  article  at  Baltimore,  and  expense  of  trans- 


porting it  to  New  Orleans,  where,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, it  could  have  been  had  for  nothing.  If 
this  be  the  way  in  which  they  discharge  their  other 
duties,  the  sooner  we  get  clear  of  them  the  better. 

The  subject  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  in  connex- 
ion with  the  Military  Academy,  Mr.  W.  said,  he 
would  leave  to  his  friend,  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, (Mr.  Cannon,)  who  would  treat  it  with 
much  more  justice  than  he  should  be  able  to  do, 
by  any  remarks  he  might  oflFer. 

He  had  now,  he  said,  taken  a  cursory  review  of 
the  staff  proposed  to  be  retained.  The  officers  of 
the  line  also,  in  his  judgment,  appeared  too  nu- 
merous. The  Secretary  says,  page  9,  ''  No  posi- 
'  tion  connected  with  the  organization  of  the  peace 
'  establishment  is  susceptible  of  being  more  rigidly 
'  proved  than  that  the  proportion  of  its  officers  to 
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'  the  rank  and  file,  oufbt  to  be  greater  than  in  a 
'  war  establishment."  But  what  these  rigid  proofs 
are,  or  what  should  be  the  exact  proportion  of  of- 
ficers to  the  rank  and  file,  he  has  not  vouchsafed 
to  tell  us.  Most  of  those  with  whom  I  have  con- 
versed have  believed  that  the  duties  of  an  army 
were  more  multiplied  and  laborious  in  war  than  in 
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peace,  and  therefore,  that  a  greater  number  of 
officers  would  be  required  for  the  former  condition. 
The  Secretary,  however,  says,  "  It  results  irame- 
'  diately  from  a  position,  the  truth  of  which  can- 
'  not  be  fairly  doubted,  that  the  leading  object  of  a 
'  regular  army  in  time  of  peace,  ought  to  be,  to 
*  enable  the  country  to  meet,  with  honor  and  safety, 
'  particularly  at  the  commencement  of  war,  the 
'  dangers  incident  to  that  state."     On  no  previous 
occasion  have  I  ever  before  heard  it  announced 
that  we  should  retain  in  peace  officers  for  a  war 
establishment.     It  appears  to  me  more  rank  doc- 
trine than  was  maintained  in  Mr.  Adams's  admin- 
istration.    What,  sir,  would  have  been  said  if  he 
had  advocated  such  opinions — opinions  as  hostile 
to  the  principles  of  the  Government  as  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  that  class  of  politicians  to  whom  the 
Secretary  has  heretofore  professed  to  belong.    For, 
sir,  it  is  a  principle  inherent  in  the  very  nature  of 
the  Government,  and  which,  I  had  believed  was 
almost   universally  admitted,  that  a  well   regu- 
lated militia  is  the  only  sure  and  certain  defence 
of  this  country.    But  the  Secretary,  in  effect,  dis- 
claims this  doctrine ;  he  holds  out  the  idea  that 
the  militia  arc  not  to  be  relied  on,  and  therefore, 
you  must  keep  on  the  peace  establishment  officers 
to  cominand  your  armies  in  a  state  of  war.     I  pro- 
test against  this  doctrine  with  my  whole  strength  ; 
I  disclaim  it,  as  anti-republican,  as  useless,  as  dan- 
gerous, as  extravagant. 

It  is  anti-republicau,  because  it  is  forbidden  by 
the  nature  and  spirit  of  our  Government.     It  is 
dangerous,   because  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the 
officers  are  the  persons  who  originate  and  carry 
into  effect  designs  fraught  with  mischief  and  ruin 
to  the  country  in  which  they  live.     The  disposi- 
tion of  mankind  is  such  that,  if  not  employed  in 
doing  good,  they  Avill  be  employed  in  doing  evil. 
Officers,  in  peace,  having  nothing  to  do,  and  in 
the  habit  of  commanding  those  about  them,  begin 
at  length  to  feel  impatient  under  the  restraints^of 
Government,  and  have,  in  every  instance,    been 
the  first  to  meditate  the  overthrow  of  liberty.   Did 
Caesar  pass  the  Rubicon  when  fighting  the  ene- 
mies of  Rome,  or  after  they  were  subdued,  and  he 
had  nothing  else  to  do  but  to  make  a  conquest  of 
the  liberties,  of  his  own  country  ?     Let  us  attend 
to  our  own  history.     At  what  time  were  written 
the  letters  of  Newburgh  ?    Examine  the  conduct 
of  all  armies,  and  you  will  find,  I  think,  that  offi- 
cers are  most  dangerous  in  peace.     It  is  then  they 
have  leisure  to  meditate,  and  opportunity  to  exe- 
cute, such  plans  as  the  more  wicked  and  designing 
among  them  may  wish  to  accomplish. 

Again — it  is  of  no  use  to  keep  officers  in  service 
when  they  can  render  no  service ;  this  is  the  sole- 
cism, the  contradiction  in  terms,  to  which  the 
advocates  of  the  proposed  organization  must  ne- 
cessarily be  driven.     They  say  it  is  right  to  retain 


the  officers,  but  when  called  upon  to  point  out  the 
service  these  officers  are  to  perform,  they  are  at  a 
loss  for  an  answer.     Some  reason,  however,  is  at- 
tempted to  be  given  by  saying  that,  although  the 
officers  may  not  now  be  of  any  immediate  use,  yet 
they  will  hereafter  be  useful  when  the  country  is 
engaged  in  war.     The  Secretary  says  we  shall 
certainly  be  involved  in  war,  and  that  no  one.  un- 
less he  has  the  "  imagination  of  a  poet,"  can  tnink 
otherwise.    Now,  sir,  1  readily  admit  that  the  Sec- 
retary has  not  the  imagination  of  a  poet ;  and, 
further,  if  a  sort  of  tautology  and  alliteration  ;  if 
a  kind  of  synonymous  repetition  are  any  defects  in 
style,  that  he  has  as  slender  pretension  to  prose. 
But,  iu  whatever  character  he  is  to  be  considered, 
whether  of  poetry,  prose,  politics,  or  prophecy,  he 
has  gone  equally  wide  from  the  mark.     He  has 
not,  indeed,  told  us  the  nation  from  whom  we  are 
to  expect  war — onlv  an  obscure  hint  is  given,  a 
kind  of  passing  allusion  is  thrown  out  that  we 
may  have  war  with  Spain.     But  the  late  news 
from  that  quarter,  although  not  official,  yet  enti- 
tled to  credit,  fully  explodes  this  idea.     Without 
this  news  I  would  as  soon  apprehend  invasion  from 
the  inhabitants  of  the  moon  as  to  suppose  Spain 
would  ever  attempt  to  make  incursions  into  our 
territory.     But  it  may  be  supposed  we  are  shortly 
to  have  war  with  England.     This  will  turn  out 
like  theapprehension  of  hostilities  with  Spain.  The 
points  in  controversy  between  us  and  England  are 
so  far  removed  as  to  render  war  with  that  Power 
a  very  improbable  event.    I  ask,  whether  any  man 
of  common  sense  can  seriously  apprehend  it  in 
any  short  time  ?    But  if  it  comes  it  will  be  con- 
fined to  the  ocean.     No  one  in  the  possession  and 
exercise  of  his  right  mind  can  suppose  Great  Brit- 
ain will    ever   attempt   to  wage  war   effectually 
against  the  United  States  by  land.     We  may  be 
temporarily  invaded  at  different  points  along  our 
maritime  frontier,  but  whoever  thought  we  should 
keep  a  regular  army  to  meet  that  contingency ! 
The  militia  were  always  intended  to  be  used  and 
thought  competent  for  this  service.     Indeed,  the 
fraraers  of  the  Constitution  provided  expressly  for 
this  particular  case  when  they  gave  to  the  General 
Government  power  to  call  out  the  militia  to  repel 
invasion.     But  the  Secretary  says,  page  4,  "  the 
'  organization  of  the  array  ought  to  be  such  as  to 
'  enable  the  Government,  at  the  commencement  of 
'  hostilities,  to  obtain  a  regular  force  adequate  to 
'  the  emergencies  of  the  country,  properly  organ- 
'  ized  and  prepared  for  actual  service."    If,  sir,  the 
militia  are  not  to  be  called  out  at  the  commence- 
ment of  hostilities,  if  they  are  not  to  be  relied  on 
to  repel  invasion,  when,  I   pray   you,  are  they  to 
render  any  service  ?     Certainly  not  after  the  war 
shall  have  progressed  for  some  time,  because  then, 
every  one  admits,  Government  will  have  provided 
an  adequate  force  of  regular  troops.     It  follows, 
then,  according  to  this  plan  of  the  Secretary,  that 
the  militia  in  no  instance  and  at  no  time  are  to 
render  any  service.    If  they  are  to  be  thus  entirely 
superseded,  let  us  at  once  know  the  fact.  Let  us  not 
hereafter,  as  we  have  done  heretofore,  appropriate 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  to  arm  them ; 
to  prepare  to  repel  invasion ;  to  qualify  them  to 
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sustain  that  rank  in  the  country  which  the  Con- 
stitution assigns  to  them,  and  which  the  policy  of 
our  institutions  requires  them  to  hold. 

We  speak  only  of  a  war  in  which  the  United 
States  are  invaded  and  act  on  the  defensive,  be- 
cause, in  an  aggressive  war  begun  by  ourselve.s, 
we  can  select  our  own  time,  and  cannot  therefore 
be  taken  by  surprise.  Well,  then,  I  say  no  one 
ever  had  the  madness  to  suppose  that  we  should 
keep  a  sufficient  regular  force  to  meet  the  first 
emergency.  Can  you,  sir,  can  any  other  one  tell 
me  the  number  of  troops  necessary  for  that  pur- 
pose ?  The  Secretary  says  that,  should  a  Just 
precaution  growing  out  of  our  foreign  relations 
render  it  necessary,  we  may,  on  the  basis  proposed, 
aogment  the  Peace  Establishment  11,558;  and 
pending  hostilities,  by  adding  a  few  more  officers, 
we  may  have  an  aggregate  of  19,035.  Now,  sir, 
what  could  this  army  do  in  a  state  of  war  ?  The 
whole  of  them  might  be  required  to  defend,  for 
example,  the  town  of  Boston,  as  being  the  only 
kind  of  force,  in  the  language  of  the  Secretary, 
"able  to  meet  the  first  shocks  of  hostilities  with 
unyielding  firmness."  But,  before  our  troops  could 
have  marched  fifty  miles  on  the  seacoast,  the  ene- 
my might  invade  New  York,  and  here  again  you 
would  want  another  array  ot  19,035.  But,  as  no 
regular  troops  could  be  had  to  meet  the  eneniy,  the 
militia  must  be  called  out  to  defend  New  York. 
In  this  way  an  enemy  could  invade  your  whole 
maritime  frontier,  from  Passammaquoddy  to  New 
Orleans,  and  at  every  point  except  one,  as  in  the 
example  of  Boston,  above  supposed,  you  must  rely 
on  the  militia  for  defence.  How  idle,  then,  is  it 
for  us  to  talk  about  keeping  a  regular  force  able 
to  meet  the  first  attacks  of  an  invading  enemy. 
It  would  require  perhaps  half  a  million  of  troops  ; 
and  the  accumulation  of  debt,  the  pressure  of  tax- 
ation consequent  upon  such  a  measure,  would  pro- 
duce greater  prostration  of  our  energies,  would 
affect  more  vitally  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of 
our  fellow-citizens,  than  any  thing  else  which 
could  be  designed. 

Our  distance  from  Europe,  said  Mr.  W.,  will 
always  allow  us  one,  two,  or  perhaps  three  years 
previous  notice,  and  we  can  never  be  invaded  with- 
out having  sufficient  time  to  prepare  for  the  emerg- 
ency. In  Europe  powerful  nations  border  upon 
each  other  ;  nothing  but  a  river,  a  road,  or  an  im- 
aginary line,  separates  them.  Hence  it  is  neces- 
sary they  should  always  be  ready,  because  they 
know  not  at  what  moment  they  may  be  attacked. 
But,  with  u.s,  the  state  of  things  is  very  different, 
and  yet  genilemen  discuss  this  question  according 
to  principles  of  policy  derived  from  Europe,  and 
not  by  such  as  are  adapted  to  the  situation  and 
circumstances  of  our  own  country. 

As  to  war  with  the  Indian  tribes  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  retain  a  single  portion  of  the  regular  army 
for  that  purpose.  Throughout  our  whole  history 
the  militia  have  been  the  force  to  encounter  Indian 
hostilities.  Even  in  the  Seminole  war,  where  you 
had  to  fight  three  or  four  hundred  half  starved, 
half  naked  and  miserable  Indians,  the  regular  army 
did  no  good.  The  militia  of  Tennessee  and  Ken- 
tucky were  called  out  to  meet  the  enemy  wherever 


he  was  met.  There  is  however,  no  prospect  of 
collision  with  the  Indians,  unless  it  ^ows  out  of 
the  expedition  ordered  up  to  Council  Bluffs,  on 
Missouri  river.  But,  this  we  can  prevent  when 
we  please,  by  withdrawing  the  troops,  who  ought 
never  to  have  been  sent  upon  so  wild  and  chime- 
rical a  project. 

The  gentlemen  from  Virginia  and  South  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  Smyth,  and  Mr.  Simkins,)  have  said, 
that  the  Peace  Establishment  of  1802,  amounting 
to  3,323,  was  excessively  economical ;  that  it  was 
found  to  be  too  small,  and  afterwards,  in  1808, 
was  augmented  to  9,996.  In  saying  this,  they 
must  have  forgotten  what  was  mentioned  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smith.)  He  was 
in  Congress  at  that  time,  and  told  us,  in  his  speech 
the  other  day,  that  in  1802  some  were  for  reducing 
the  army  much  lower,  while  others  wished  to  re- 
tain a  force  considerably  greater ;  that,  finally,  a 
middle  course  was  pursued,  and  3,323  was  deter- 
mined on  as  a  proper  Peace  Establishment.  Those 
gentlemen  then  were  mistaken  in  saying  that  it 
was  "  excessively  economical,"  or  that  it  was  sub- 
sequently augmented,  because  it  was  found  to  be 
too  small.  This  increase  was  a  measure  preparatory 
for  war,  and  in  support  of  this  assertion  I  can  offer 
those  gentlemen  authority  they  will  be  very  much 
inclined  to  respect.  It  is  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  made  in  1818.  In  page  4  he  says : 
"  It  is  obvious  that  the  establishment  of  1808,  com- 
'  pared  with  the  then  wealth  and  population  of 
'  the  country,  the  number  and  extent  of  military 
'  posts  is  larger,  in  proportion,  than  the  present ; 
'  but  the  unsettled  state  of  our  relations  with 
'  France  and  England,  at  that  time,  render^  the 
'  comparison  not  entirely  just.  Passing  then  that 
'  of  1808,  let  us  compare  the  establishment  of  1802 
'  with  the  present."  Here,  sir,  is  evidence  which 
those  gentlemen  must  believe,  that  our  unsettled 
relations  with  France  and  England,  caused  the 
augmentation  of  the  army  in  1803.  I  hope  then 
we  shall  not  again  be  told  that  it  was  increased 
because  it  had  been  reduced  too  low  in  1802,  for 
such  is  not  the  fact. 

Another  position  assumed  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  is,  that  12,656  is  not  a  greater 
array  now  than  3,323  was  in  1802,  because  of  the 
increase,  since  that  time,  of  our  population,  of  the 
number  of  posts,  and  of  the  line  oi  frontier.  Mr. 
W.  said  he  knew  the  Secretary  had  urged  these 
same  arguments  in  1818,  and  he  had  hoped  he 
should  not  hear  them  again,  because  it  appeared 
to  him  the  report  then  made  was  composed  of  ma- 
terials entirely  too  frangible  to  be  relied  on  as  au- 
thority in  this  House.  But,  as  the  member  from 
South  Carolina  had  brought  it  forward,  he  hoped 
to  be  pardoned  while  he  briefly  noticed  each  argu- 
ment, in  the  order  stated. 

First.  The  Secretary  says,  (and  in  this  he  is 
followed  by  the  member  from  South  Carolina,) 
that,  because  our  population  is  double  what  it  was 
in  1802,  an  army  of  12,656  is  not  now  greater  than 
3,323  was  in  1802.  This  is  about  as  conclusive 
as  if  any  one  should  undertake  to  prove  that  three 
and  three  make  twelve ;  for  a  double  population 
could  require  only  a  double  army ;  and  as,  in  1802, 
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we  had  an  army  of  3,323,  so  we  ought  now  to 
have  only  6,646.  But  instead  of  this,  it  is  said 
we  must  have  12,656,  which,  to  me  at  least,  is  a 
non  sequUur  in  argument. 

Second.  It  was  reported  to  us  in  1818,  that  we 
then  had  seventy-three  posts,  but  in  1802  there 
were  only  twenty-seven.  On  the  supposition  that 
it  was  necessary  to  garrison  each  post,  it  would 
follow,  not  that  you  could  employ  the  present  es- 
tablishment of  12,656,  but  only  about  8,000,  a  little 
more  than  the  aggregate  proposed  to  be  retained 
in  ths  bill.  But  I  deny  that  the  posts  necessary  to 
be  garrisoned  amount  to  seventy-three.  The  Sec- 
retary himself  told  us,  in  answer  to  certain  inqui- 
ries respecting  the  Yellow  Stone  expedition,  that 
Indian  hostilities  had  essentially  terminated  in  the 
southwest,  and  therefore  the  troops  had  been  or- 
dered on  service  up  the  Missouri.  If  the  troops 
could  be  spared,  I  should  think  the  posts  mignt 
also  be  spared.  A  gentleman  who  resides  in  the 
northwest  told  me;4lie  whole  of  that  line  of  posts 
might  be  demolished.  He  said  the  people  there 
did  not  want  them.  Admitting,  however,  that  it 
is  necessary  to  keep  some  posts  both  in  the  north- 
west and  southwest,  it  still  follows  that  you  can- 
not show  a  greater  number  than  about  fifty,  and 
consequently  that  you  cannot,  on  the  data  assumed 
by  the  Secretary,  find  any  use  for  an  army  larger 
than  that  proposed  in  the  bill. 

Third.  The  Secretary  says,  the  line  of  frontier 
is  greater  than  it  was  in  1802,  in  the  proportion  of 
seventy-three  to  twenty-seven.  He  has  given  both 
the  line  of  frontier  and  the  number  of  posts  for  the 
year  1818;  but  for  1802,  only  the  number  of  posts. 
To  enable  us  to  determine  fairly,  he  should  have 
given  the  frontier  at  both  periods.  But,  from  the 
materials  furnished,  scanty  as  they  are,  we  shall 
be  led  to  conclude  that  the  frontier  has  not  in- 
creased in  the  proportion  stated.  Chesapeake  Bay, 
for  examnle,  had  the  same  indentations  and  sinu- 
osities of  coast.  There  were  also  the  same  dis- 
tances from  point  to  point,  and  the  same  meanders 
of  rivers  at  both  periods.  It  is  said  we  have  ac- 
quired Louisiana  since  that  time.  But  every  one 
knows  the  geographical  and  military  frontiers  are 
not  always  commensurate  with  each  other,  or  ex- 
tended precisely  in  the  same  degree.  The  Secre- 
tary calculated  the  acquisition  of  Florida  would 
not  extend  our  frontier  more  than  about  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  miles  from  point  to  point,  while 
all  agree  that  our  geographical  limits  would  be 
considerably  increased.  Indeed,  the  possession  of 
Louisiana  may  be  said,  in  several  respects,  to  con- 
tract the  military  frontier.  When  Spain  held  it, 
the  Indians  were  under  her  control,  and  were  liable 
to  be  excited  against  us  at  any  moment;  but  now 
there  is  no  danger  from  that  source.  At  any  rate, 
then,  the  necessity  for  military  defence  has  not  in- 
creased in  the  manner  stated  by  the  Secretary,  and 
repeated  by  the  member  from  South  Carolina. 

The  increase  of  public  property,  Mr.  W.  admit- 
ted, involved  the  necessity,  correspondently  in- 
creased, for  a  greater  number  of  men  to  take  care 
of  that  property.  How  or  in  what  proportion 
public  prop)erty  has  increased  we  have  not  been 
told.    But,  taking  for  the  basis  of  calculation  the 


number  of  guns  and  the  number  of  men,  reported 
to  us  as  being  at  New  York  in  1818,  (and  cer- 
tainly there  is  not  a  more  important  post,)  we  find 
that,  on  the  whole  seacoast,  there  could  not  be 
employed  more  than  about  1,100.  But  there  were 
stationed  at  that  time,  on  the  whole  coast,  2,408 
men,  which  is  more  than  double  the  requisite 
number.  The  navy  is  intended  to  defend  our 
shores.  As  it  increases,  I  should  suppose  the  army 
might  be  diminished.  It  is  now  three  times  as 
large  as  it  was  in  1802,  and  therefore  three  times 
as  competent  for  our  defence.  But  yet  gentlemen 
demand  for  the  seacoast  an  army  much  larger  than 
when  we  had  little  or  no  naval  strength.  They 
seem  to  think  the  army  ought  to  be  increased  in  a 
direct  ratio  with  the  increase  of  the  navy.  On 
the  contrary,  I  think  it  may  be  lessened  as  the 
navy  is  increased. 

In  1802,  when  there  was  no  danger  of  Indian 
war  in  that  quarter,  there  were  between  500  and 
600  men  only  on  the  whole  northwestern  frontier ; 
but  in  1818,  after  the  danger  had  quite  subsided, 
we  had  between  1,500  and  1,600.  It  is  the  first 
time  I  have  known  the  rule  of  inverse  proportion 
applied  to  the  defence  of  the  country ;  that  is, 
when  the  danger  was  greater,  a  less  force  was 
deemed  sufficient;  but,  since  the  danger  has  be- 
come less,  it  is  now  thought  expedient  to  have  a 
greatey  force.  In  short,  sir,  if  we  view  the  whole 
subject  with  reference  to  the  danger  which  may 
threaten  us,  (and  this  is  certainly  the  correct  crite- 
rion,) we  can  find  no  use  at  this  time  for  an  army 
as  large  as  it  was  in  1802.  The  great,  perhaps 
the  only,  object  of  an  army,  in  time  of  peace,  is 
to  preserve  the  public  works,  to  keep  the  guns  from 
rust,  and  the  fortifications  from  decay.  I  hold  in 
my  hand,  sir,  a  list  of  the  fortifications,  and  the 
number  of  men  necessary  to  be  .stationed  in  each. 
From  it  it  appears  that  about  4,500  are  amply 
sufficient  for  the  whole  frontier,  both  maritime 
and  inland.  I  have  seen  another  statement,  show- 
ing that  about  3,150  would  answer.  If  these  state- 
ments are  incorrect,  I  would  thank  gentlemen  to 
point  out  the  inaccuracy.  But,  taking  either,  we 
find  there  is  not  the  least  reason  for  Keeping  the 
present  establishment  of  12,656. 

Why,  then,  shall  it  not  be  reduced  to  6,000 
men,  as  proposed  in  the  bill  ?  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Smyth)  had  assigned  one 
reason  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  which  Mr.  W. 
said,  was  particularly  surprising.  He  said,  militia 
endangered  the  liberties  of  their  country,  and,  to 
prove  it,  mentioned  that  they  lost  the  battle  at 
Camden,  in  the  Revolution !  But  can  we  not 
prove,  by  exactly  the  same  kind  of  argument,  that 
regular  troops,  when  defeated,  have  endangered 
the  liberties  of  their  country,  precisely  in  the  same 
mannef  ?  Examine  the  history  of  the  wars  which 
have  desolated  Europe  for  the  last  twenty-five 
years,  and  you  will  find  abundant  evidence  of  this 
fact.  Who  endangered  France  at  the  battle  of 
Waterloo?  The  regular  troops  of  France,  who 
were  defeated  on  that  occasion.  Was  not  the 
Austrian  army  defeated  by  Bonaparte  at  Wa- 
gram  ?  Yes,  and  if  ray  memory  serves  me,  the 
Archduke  Charles  ordered  his  troops  to  be  deci- 
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mated  for  their  cowardice  in  that  engagement. 
These  were  regular  soldiers,  in  whom  the  mem- 
ber from  Virginia  so  much  delights.  If  he  had 
exerted  his  talents  and  industry  to  find  evidence 
against  regular  armies,  as  he  did  against  the  mili- 
tia, he  would  have  been  able  to  produce  a  much 
darker  catalogue  against  the  former  than  the  lat- 
ter. Militia,  like  other  troops,  are  subject  to  the 
fortunes  of  war.  They  may  be  defeated ;  they 
may  not  in  every  instance  act  with  becoming 
bravery;  but  the  same  objections  apply  to  every 
other  description  of  force.  If  militia  are  defeated, 
and  thereby  endanger  their  country,  it  is  a  misfor- 
tune from  which  I  have  shown  you  regular  troops 
are  not  exempt.  But  regular  troops,  after  they 
have  vanquished  the  public  enemy,  turn  round 
and  subdue  their  own  country,  which  is  an  act  of 
great  criminality.  In  a  comparison  between  them, 
the  one  may  be  called  unfortunate,  while  the  other 
is  highly  criminal.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  says,  no  danger  is  to  be  apprehended  from 
our  Army.  But  I  ask  him  whether  he  has  heard 
of  no  instances  in  which  the  civil  authority  has 
been  violated  by  our  Army,  harmless  as  he  sup- 
poses it  to  be?  If  he  has  not,  I  shall  not  nut  my- 
self to  the  trouble  of  pointing  them  out  to  nim.  I 
will  merely  remark,  however,  that  an  army  is 
dangerous,  on  account  of  its  moral  as  well  as  phy- 
sical force ;  that  a  Government  may  be  destroyed 
by  the  gradual  prostration  of  its  principles,  as  well 
as  by  a  sudden  overthrow;  that  every  nation  is 
disposed  to  admit  the  danger  of  all  other  armies, 
except  its  own,  which  is  commonly  supposed  too 

§ood  even  to  think  of  any  mischief;  that  from  this 
elusion  a  nation  does  not  often  awake  till  it  is 
too  late  to  profit  by  the  recovery  of  their  senses. 

It  has  been  said  that  this  measure  for  reducing 
the  Army  is  an  attack  upon  the  fame  of  the  Ad- 
ministration.    No  doubt,  said  Mr.  W.,  the  mem- 
ber from  South  Carolina  has  more  precise  infor- 
mation on  this  subject  than  I  have.    Although 
one  or  more  members  of  the  Executive  depart- 
ment may  view  it  in  the  light  mentioned  by  the 
gentleman,  yet  I  shall  not  believe  that  it  is  so  re- 
garded by  all  of  them,  or  by  the  President  him- 
self.    But,  if  it  was,  shall  we,  for  that  reason,  be 
diverted  from  a  measure  we  believe  to  be  right  ? 
Or  shall  we,  before  we  are  at  liberty  to  mature 
our  judgments  upon  a  given  proposition,  be  re- 
quired to  run  off   to  the  Executive,  to  ascertain 
what  is  thought  of  it  in  that  quarter  ?     Sir,  I  hope 
not.     The  Executive  knows  that  this  House,  in 
connexion  with  the  Senate,  make  a  constituent 
part  of  the  Government,  and  certainly  will  not 
attempt  to  circumscribe  the  right  we  have  to  think 
and  act  for  ourselves.     Let  me  be  convinced  that 
a  measure  is  right,  and  I  shall  act  upon  my  own 
responsibility,  without  reference  to  any  opinion 
which   may    be   entertained    by    the   Executive. 
Take,  for  exemple,  the  case  before  us.     The  coun- 
try is  groaning  under  a  weight  of  debt  and  pecu- 
niary embarrassment.     There  is  a  deficiency  in 
the  Treasury  of  several  millions,  which  the  gen- 
tleman  from   South  Carolina   thinks   not  at  all 
alarming,  although  he  cannot  deny  that  we  are 
obliged  to  borrow  money.    The  people  are  threat- 


ened with  taxes,  and  call  aloud  for  help.  Now. 
I  ask,  if  we,  their  immediate  representatives,  shall 
not  afford  them  relief,  for  fear  it  may  conflict  with 
some  views  of  the  Executive  or  his  Cabinet? 
The  system  of  economy,  of  which  the  bill  before 
us  is  a  part,  is  the  best  means  of  relief  which  can 
be  adopted,  and  I  for  one  will  support  it.  Gentle- 
men have  offered  no  arguments  against  it,  which 
would  not  have  applied,  with  equal  propriety, 
against  the  reduction  of  the  Revolutionary  army, 
or  the  army  at  the  close  of  the  late  war.  The 
Army  was  made  for  the  country,  not  the  country 
for  the  Army.  No  matter  how  distinguished  the 
individuals  who  compose  it ;  yet,  if  the  country 
does  not  require  their  service,  they  ought  to  return 
to  private  life.  Thus  acted  the  army  of  the  Rev- 
olution. Washington,  when  it  was  no  longer 
necessary  he  should  use  it,  voluntarily  .surrendered 
his  sword  into  the  hands  of  Congress,  from  whom 
he  received  it.  For  this  last,  but  greatest  act,  his- 
torians have  ascribed  to  him  more  enviable  fame, 
more  true  glory,  more  godlike  virtue,  than  for 
every  other  act  of  his  illustrious  life.  Is  the  Army 
now  any  better  than  it  was  then  ?  Heaven  forbid 
we  should  think  so !  Let  us  then  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  past,  but  wholesome  times.  Let  us  adopt 
this  bill,  and  afford  the  people  that  relief  from 
debt,  from  the  prospect  of  taxation,  which  they 
have  so  just  a  right  to  expect. 


Tdesday,  January  9. 

Mr.  GoRHA.M  presented  a  memorial  of  the  mer- 
chants and  others  of  Boston,  in  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, against  any  increase  of  the  tariff"  of 
duties  on  imports  by  way  of  protection  to  the  man- 
ufacturing interests  of  the  country  ;  which  me- 
morial was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  providing  compensation 
for  marsnals,  clerks,  and  attorneys  in  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,and  to  repeal  parts  of  former  acts; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr  Ca.mpbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peggy 
Mellen ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals,  who  were  directed,  by  a  resolution  on  the 
23d  of  November  last,  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  opening  a  military  and  post  road  from  some 
place  on  the  Penobscot  river,  in  the  State  of  Maine, 
to  the  river  St.  Croix,  made  a  report  thereon,  ad- 
verse to  the  opening  said  road ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  preser- 
vation and  repair  of  the  Cumberland  road,  report- 
ed the  same  with  amendment ;  which  was  read, 
and,  together  with  the  bill,  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  statements 
showing  the  amount  of  expenditures  at  the  Mili- 
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tary  Academy  from  the  establishment  thereof,  in 
the  erection  of  buildings  and  repairs ;  also  the  ag- 
gregate amount  of  expenses,  up  to  the  present  time, 
for  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  teachers,  officers,  and 
cadets,  and  the  number  of  cadets  educated  at  said 
academy,  &c.,  rendered  in  obedience  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  5th  ultimo;  which  letter  and  accomiMi- 
nying  documents  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  another 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanied 
with  a  statement,  showing  the  expenditures  of  the 
moneys  appropriated  for  the  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Military  Eistablishmenl  for  the  year  1820. 

OrtUred,  That  the  report  of  the  select  commit- 
tee, "  appointed  to  inquire  if  any,  and  if  any,  what, 
further  provision  may  be  necessary  to  give  effect 
to  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  made  at  Browns- 
town,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,"  made  on  the 
12th  of  May  last,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  William  Smith  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

ARREARS  OF  PAY.&c— GENERAL  DE  KALB. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred, 
on  the  4th  of  December,  1820,  the  petition  of  Elie, 
Baron  of  Kalb,  knight  of  the  royal  order  of  milita- 
ry merit,  and  Maria  Anna  Carolina,  of  Kalb, 
widow  Geymuller,  made  the  following  report, 
which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table  : 

That  on  the  10th  of  December,  1819,  the  petition  of 
Ihe  said  petitioners  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims ;  that  on  the  7th 
of  February  following  that  committee  made  report 
thereon. 

This  petition  being  again  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims,  the  com- 
mittee have  had  recourse  to  the  Treasury  Department 
for  information  relating  to  the  accounts  of  the  Baron 
de  Kalb,  and,  by  a  report  from  that  Department,  it  ap- 
pears that  "  the  only  information  on  the  subject  of  his 
accounts  during  the  Revolutionary  war  is  to  be  found 
in  one  of  the  legem  of  the  late  office  of  commissioner 
of  army  accounts,  preserved  from  the  fire  which  destroy- 
ed the  public  buildings;  a  copy  of  his  accounts  is  ex- 
tracted therefrom  and  enclosed.  There  does  not  ap- 
pear, as  far  as  the  evidence  in  thia  office  affords  infor- 
mation, that  any  6nal  settlement  was  made  of  the 
accounts  of  the  Baron  de  Kalb ;  and  at  this  period, 
when  the  records  have  so  generally  been  destroyed,  it 
w^uld  be  impracticable  to  make  one  with  accuracy." 
By  the  account  alluded  to,  it  appears  that  there  is  a 
balance  standing  to  the  debit  of  the  Baron  de  Kalb 
amounting  to  $234,100  70-90. 

The  committee  further  report  that  the  petitioners 
appear  to  claim  the  payment  of  any  arrears  of  pay 
whicn  may  be  due  to  their  late  father.  On  this  sub- 
ject the  committee  observe  that  the  large  balance  ap- 
pearing on  the  books  of  the  Treasury,  and  standing 
debited  in  the  account  of  the  late  Baron  de  Kalb,  goes 
to  preclude  the  expectation  of  any  arrears  of  pay  being 
due  to  the  Baron  de  Kalb. 

The  petitioners  appear  to  claim  five  years'  pay  as 
being  due  to  their  late  father,  the  Baron  de  Kalb.  On 
this  subject  the  committee  observe  that,  on  the  15th  of 


May,  1778,  Congress  unaninoously  resolved  "  that  all 
military  officers  commissioned  by  Congress,  who  now 
are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  shall  continue  therein  during  the  war,  and 
not  bold  any  office  of  profit  under  these  States,  or  any 
of  them,  shall,  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  be  en- 
titled to  receive,  annually,  for  the  term  of  seven  years, 
if  they  live  so  long,  one-half  of  the  present  pay  of  such 
officers ;  provided  that  no  general  officer  of  the  caval- 
ry, artilierv,  or  infantry,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
more  than  one-half  part  of  the  pay  of  a  colonel  of  such 
corf  e,  respectively :  and  provided  that  this  resolution 
shall  not  extend  to  any  officer  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  unless  he  shall  have  taken  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to,  and  shall  actually  reside  within,  some  one 
of  the  United  Statess."  The  resolution  alluded  to  ap* 
pears  to  be  expressly  intended  for  those  officers  only 
who.  being  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  did 
actually  reside  within  some  one  of  the  United  States, 
and  did  continue  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
during  the  war;  and  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  offi- 
cers who,  although  being  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  did  not  actually  reside  within  some  one  of  the 
United  States,  or  who  did  not  continue  in  the  service 
of  the  Uniteil  States  during  the  war.  The  Baron  de 
Kalb,  in  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  14th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1780,  is  stated  to  be  a  brigadier  in  the  armies  of 
France.  The  family  of  the  Baron  de  Kalb  is  believed 
to  have  resided,  and  continued  to  reside,  in  France  ; 
hence  it  is  inferred  that  France  was  the  place  of  his 
residence,  and  therefore  that  he  is  included  within  the 
proviso  of  that  resolution.  The  resolution  of  Congress 
of  the  15th  of  May,  1778,  contains  not  any  provision 
for  the  widows  or  orphans  of  officers  who  had  died,  or 
thereafter  might  die,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
On  the  16th  of  August,  1780,  the  Baron  de  Kalb,  ma- 
jor general  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
action  near  Camden,  in  South  Carolina,  leading  on 
troops  of  the  Maryland  and  Delaware  lines  against 
superior  nuinl>cr8,  and  gloriously  contending  on  behalf 
of  the  rights  of  mankind,  was  mortally  wounded,  and 
died  on  the  lUlh  of  that  month,  On  the  24th  of  Au- 
gust, 1780.  Congress  resolved  "  that  the  resolution  of 
the  15th  of  May,  1778,  granting  half-pay  for  seven 
years  to  the  officers  who  should  continue  in  service  to 
the  end  of  the  war,  be  extended  to  the  widows  of  those 
officer.-!  who  have  died,  or  shall  hereafter  die,  in  the 
service,  to  commence  from  the  time  of  such  officers* 
death,  and  continue  for  the  term  of  seven  years  ;  or, 
if  there  be  no  widow,  or  in  case  of  her  death  or  inter- 
marriage, the  said  half  pay  be  given  to  the  orphan 
children  of  the  officer  dying  as  aforesaid,  if  he  shall  have 
left  any  ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  respective  States  to  which  such  officers 
belong  to  make  provision  for  paying  the  same  on  ac- 
count of  the  United  States." 

That  resolution  of  the  24th  of  August,  1780,  is 
explanatory  of  the  resolution  of  15th  of  May,  1778, 
and  manifesting  that  that  resolution  was  limited  and 
confined  to  officers  who  did  actually  reside  in  some  one 
of  the  United  Stales,  and  not  otherwise,  and  recom- 
mending to  the  several  States,  respectively,  to  make 
provision  accordingly  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
officers  who  did  reside  within  some  one  of  the  United 
States,  respectively.  On  these  resolutions  of  Congress 
it  does  not  appear  that  the  heirs  of  the  Baron  de  Kalb 
can  bottom  any  claim  for  five  years'  full  pay  as  men- 
tioned in  their  petition.  By  a  resolution  of  Congress 
of  the  2Ut  of  October,  1780,  half-pay  for  life  was  grant- 
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ed  to  officers  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  al- 
laded  to  in  that  resolution  :  that  resolution  docs  not 
include  the  case  of  the  heirs  of  the  Baron  de  Kalb.  On 
the  26th  of  January,  1784,  Congress  resolved  "  that 
half-pay  cannot  be  allowed  to  any  officer,  or  to  any 
class  or  denomination  of  officers,  to  whom  it  has  not 
been  heretofore  expressly  promised."  The  resolutions 
of  Congress  of  the  21st  of  October,  1780,  of  the  22d 
of  March,  1783,  and  of  the  8lh  of  March,  1786,  allow- 
ing half-pay  for  life,  or  commutation  thereof  for  five 
years'  full  pay,  do  not  include  this  case  of  the  peti- 
tioners. Their  claim  for  five  years'  pay  does  not  ap- 
pear to  be  included  in  or  provided  for  by  any  act  or 
resolution  of  Congress. 

This  committee  do  further  report  that  evidence  has 
not  been  adduced  to  prove  that  any  arrears  of  pay  are 
due  to  the  Baron  de  Kalb,  and  that  therefore  his  heirs, 
the  petitioners,  have  not  any  just  claim  against  the 
United  States  for  any  arrears  of  pay  said  to  be  due  to 
their  late  father,  the  Baron  de  Kalb  ;  that  the  claim  of 
the  heirs  of  the  Baron  de  Kalb  to  the  full  pay  of  five 
years  on  account  of  the  f^rvices  of  the  Baron  to  the 
United  States  is  not  bottomed  on  any  act  or  resolution 
of  Congress,  and  is  therefore  inadmissible,  and  ought 
not  to  be  allowed.  By  the  report  from  the  Department 
of  the  Treasury  alluded  to,  it  appears  that,  on  refer- 
ence to  the  register  of  officers  of  the  Revolutionary 
army  returned  as  entitled  to  land,  the  name  of  the 
Baron  de  Kalb  is  entitled  to  land,  for  which  application 
is  to  be  made  to  the  Department  of  War. 

This  committee,  after  consideration  of  this  case  of 
the  petitioners,  and  taking  into  view  the 'circum- 
stances attending  it,  are  of  opinion  that  it  does  not 
appear  that  any  arrears  of  pay  are  due  to  the  late  Ba- 
ron de  Kalb,  as  intimated  by  the  petitioners  in  their 
petition  ;  that  it  does  not  appear  that  the  petitioners, 
heirs  of  ihe  Baron  de  Kalb,  have  any  just  claim  against 
the  Unit*  d  States  for  five  years'  pay  in  consequence  of 
services  by  him  performed  to  the  United  States ;  and 
therefore  submit  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  so  far  as 
relates  to  their  claim  of  any  arrears  of  pay  supposed 
to  be  due  to  their  late  father,  the  Baron  de  Kalb,  and 
BO  far  as  relates  to  their  claim  of  pay  for  five  years  in 
consequence  of  services  of  their  late  father,  the  Baron 
de  Kalb,  to  the  United  States,  be  not  granted;  and 
that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  so  much  of 
their  said  petition  as  relates  to  their  claim  for  land  as 
heirs  of  the  Baron  de  Kalb,  so  that  they  may  apply  to 
the  Department  of  War  for  the  same. 

MISSOURI. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  House 
do  now  proceed  to  consider  the  resolution  submit- 
ted by  him  on  the  4th  instant,  in  relation  to  the 
judicial  condition  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri. 

On  the  question  being  taken.  Will  the  House 
now  consider  the  said  resolution?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative — yeas  66,  nays  78,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yxis — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander.  Allen  of  Tennes- 
see, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virgi- 
nia, Ball,  Barbour,  Brevard,  Brown,  Bryan,  Burton, 
Burwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Cook,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  David- 
son, Earlc,  Edwards  of  North  (/arolina,  Fisher,  Floyd, 
Uarnett,  Gray,  Gross  of  New  York,  Hooks,  Jackson, 
Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kin* 
■ey,  Little,  Lowndes,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLane  of 


Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Meigs,  MetcalC  T. 
L.  Moore,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Parker  of  Vir- 
ginia. Pinckney,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Robertson,  Set- 
tle, Simkins,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  Trim- 
ble, Tucker  of  Virginia,  Walker,  Warfield,  Williams 
of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Carohna — 68. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Baldwin,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Bo- 
den,  Brush,  Buffum,  Campbell,  Clagett,  Clark,  Crafts, 
Cushman,  Dane,Darlington,  Dennison,  Dickinson,  Ed- 
dy, Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pcnnsylva- 
nia.  Fay,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Gorham,  GroM 
of  Pennsylvania,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hardin,  Hemp- 
hill, Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibshman,  Hill,  Hostetter, 
Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Maclay,  McCullough,  Mal- 
lary,  Marchand,  Monell,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Mort«n, 
Moseley,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Parker  of 
Mass.,  Patterson,  Philson,  Plumer,  Rich,  Richards, 
Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sergeant,  Silsbee, 
Sloan,  Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of 
Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tomlinson,  Tracy, 
Udree,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover, 
Whitman,  and  Wood— 78. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Trimble  ;  and,  the 
same  being  again  read,  was  agreed  to. 

REDUCTION  OF  THE  ARMY. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Whitman  in  the 
chair,)  on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  Military  Peace 
Establishment  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Williams,  in  an  address  of  about^  two 
hours,  concluded  the  speech  which  he  yesterday 
commenced,  in  favor  of  a  reduction  of  the  Army; 
which  speech  is  given  entire  in  preceding  pages. 

Mr.  A.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  then  rose,  and 
moved  the  following  as  an  amendment  to  (sub- 
stitute for)  the  bill  under  consideration  : 

Be  it  enacted,  <!(-c.,  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  May  next,  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of 
the  United  States  shall  consist  of  six  thousand  non- 
commissioned officers,  musicians,  and  privatps,  in  such 
proportions  of  artillery,  light  artillery,  infantry,  and 
riflemen,  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  whwAl 
direct 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  corps  of  artil- 
lery shall  consist  of  one  colonel  commandant,  four 
lieutenant  colonels,  four  majors,  forty  captains,  eighty 
lieotenants,  and  eighty  second  lieutenants,  divided 
into  four  battalions,  each  to  consist  of  ten  companies. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  regiment  of 
light  artillery  shall  consist  of  one  colonel,  one  lieuten- 
ant colonel,  one  major,  ten  captains,  ten  lieutenants, 
ten  second  lieutenants,  divided  into  two  battalions, 
each  to  consist  of  five  companies. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  regiment  of 
riflemen  shall  consist  of  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant 
colonel,  one  major,  ten  captains,  ten  lieutenants,  ten 
second  lieutenants,  divided  into  two  battalions,  each 
of  five  companies. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  corps  of  infan- 
try shall  consist  of  eight  colonels,  eight  lieutenant 
colonels,  eight  majors,  eighty  captains,  eighty  first 
lieutenants,  eighty  second  lieutenants,  divided  into 
eight  regiments,  each  to  consist  of  ten  companies. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shall  be  re-  [  Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peli- 
Uined  in   service   three  bripadier  generals,   each   of  j  tion  of  Pierre  Denis  De  La  Ronde,  accompanied 


whom  shall  be  allowed  an  aid-de-camp,  to  be  Uken 
from  the  subalterns  of  the  line. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shall  be  a 
department  ot  order  and  inspection,  to  consist  of  one 
adjutant  and  inspector  general,  who  shall  have  the 


with  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  vol- 


pay,  rank,  and  emoluments  of  a  colonel  of  cavalry,  as  ^^^^^^  engaged  in  the  late  campaign  against  the 

heretofore  established,  and  of  three  assistant  adjutants  gp^jj^oip  loJians,"  made  a  report  thereon,  recom- 

and  inspectors  general.  ^  ^„„^in«^   that   tha  ' 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Quartermaster  s 


Department'shall  consist   of  a  quartermaster  general, 
with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emolumcnU  of  a  brigadier  , 
general,  two  deputy  quartermasters  general,  and  six- 
teen assistant   deputy   quartermasters  general.     The  j 
pa?ma«ter's  department  shall  consist  of  one  paymaster  i 
general,  and  nineteen   paymaster^;.     The  purchasing  j 
department  shall  consist  of  a  commissary  general  of! 
purchases,  with  a  salary  of  two  thousand  dollars  per  j 
annum  ;  and  one  assistant  commissary  general  of  pur-  . 
chases,  whose  compensation  shall  not  exceed  two  and  j 
a  half  per  centum  on  the  public  moneys  disbursed  by 
him,  nor  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  an- 
num, and  two  military  storekeepers.    The  Subsistence 
Department  shall  consist  of  a  commissary  general  with 
as  many  assistanU  as  the  service  may  require,  to  be  | 
uken  from  the  subalterns  of  the  line.     The  Medical  j 
Department  shall  consist  of  one  surgeon  general,  one  ^ 
apothecary   general,  twenty-five  surgeons,  and  forty-  j 
lour  assistant  surgeons,  the  latter  to  have  the  pay  and  I 
emolumenU  heretofore  allowed  to  surgeons'  mates.         | 
And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  corps  of  engi-  : 
neers  shall  be  reUined  in  service,  and  shall  consist  of  j 
one   colonel,  one  assistant  engineer,  one    lieutenant  , 
colonel,  two  majors,  six   captains,  six  lieutenants,  and  | 
six  second  lieutenants;  that  one-half  of  the  officers  of  j 
the  corps  of  ordnance,  and  one-half  of  the  topograph- 
ical engineers  and  their  assistants,  shall  be  retained  in 
service. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shall  be  ap- 
pointed a  judge  advocate  general,  who  shall  have  the 
pay,  rank,  and  emoluments  of  a  colonel  of  infantry, 
who  shall  keep  an  office  in  the  city  of  Washington; 
and,  in  addition  to  the  duties  which  may  be  assigned 
to  him  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  he  shall 
keep  a  record  of  all  trials  by  general  courts  martial, 
and  report  the  decisions,  an  abridgement  of  which 
■hall  be  published  from  time  to  time,  as  the  President 
shall  direct. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  officers  of  the 
Army,  whose  continuance  in  service  is  not  provided 
for  by  this  act,  shall  be  discharged  from  the  service  of 
the  United  Sutes;  and  that,  to  each  commissioned 
officer  who  shall  l>e  discharged  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
there  shall  be  paid,  in  addition  to  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments to  which  he  shall  be  entitled  at  the  time  of  his 
discharge,  three  months'  pay. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cutubert,  the  Committee 
then  rose. 


Wednesday,  January  10. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on 

the 


the 


mending  that  the  said  bill  be  postponed  indefi- 
nitely ;  and  the  bill  and  report  were  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals,  reported  a  bill  for  the  promotion  of  inter- 
nal improvements  in  the  United  States;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow.     The  bill  is  as  follows : 

Be  it  enacted,  Ac  That  the   President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized    to  con- 
vey   to  any  State  or   States    which  shall   provide  by 
law  for  the  laying  out  and  completion  of  any  canal 
or  canals  within  such  8t«te  or  States,  such  part  of  the 
public  lands  of  the  United  States  which  shall  be  occu- 
pied by  the  route  of  any  such  canal  or  canals,  and  the 
necessary  towing  paths,  ditches,  aqueducts,  locks,  cul- 
verts, feeders,  dams,  waste  weirs,  or  other  works  con- 
nected therewith  :   Provided,  That  the  plan  or  plans  of 
every  such  canal,  and  the  works  connected  therewith, 
with    its  route,  and   an   estimate  and  survey  of  such 
lands  through  which  the  same  shall  pass,  shall,  before 
the  construction  of  the  same  through  such  lands  shall 
be  commenced,  be  laid  before  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  his  approbation,  and  no  conveyance  of 
any  such  lands  shall  be  made  until  such  proposed  ca- 
nal or  canals  be  entirely  completed  and  navigable  for 
boats. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ing communications,  viz: 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  transmit- 
ting a  list  of  American  seamen  registered  in  the 
several  ports  of  the  United  States  for  the  three 
first  quarters  of  the  year  1820 ;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  a  report  of  the  register  of  the  land 
office  for  the  district  of  Edwardsville,  upon  the 
claims  exhibited  under  the  act  of  the  15th  of  May, 
1820,  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village 
of  Peoria,  in  the  Sute  of  Illinois;  which  letter  and 
report  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  accom- 
panied with  the  annual  statements  in  relation  to 
the  Navy  pension  fund;  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  draw- 
back on  merchandise  exported  from  the  United 
States  during  the  years  1817, 1818,  and  1819,  com- 
pared with  the  amount  of  duties  which  accrued  on 


Public   Lands,  made  a  report  on   the  petition  of'  the  same  respectivelv ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
JamesMcFarland,  Hampton  Pankey,and  William  '  dered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Fnzell,  accompanied  with  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  |      A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  trans- 

ihe  said  James  McFarland ;  which  was  read  twice,    mitting  a  statement  of  the  expenditure  and  appU- 

and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  |  cation  of  the  moneys  drawn  from  the  Treasury  on 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the ',  account  of  the  Navy,  for  the  year  ending  on  the 
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30th  September,  1820,  and  of  the  unexpended  ba- 
lances of  former  appropriations  remaining  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  1st  October,  1820;  which  letter 
and  statement  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southard,  the  Speaker  of 
this  House  was  requested  to  inform  the  Executiv  e 
of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  of  the  death  of  John 
Linn,  late  one  of  the  Representatives  from  said 
State. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  an  appropriation  for  making 
an  experiment  of  a  machine  (a  model  whereof  is 
now  in  the  office  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy 
Board)  for  raising  ships  of  war  from  the  water, 
and  placing  them  under  cover,  for  repair  or  pro- 
tection. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Meigs,  the  House  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims,  on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Stani- 
ford,  late  a  paymaster  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  praying  equitable  allowance  for  certain 
payments,  the  vouchers  for  which  were  lost  by  fire 
in  New  York;  which  report  recommends  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  rejected.  The  reading 
of  the  papers  was  going  on,  when,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  the  report  was 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  the  Columbian  College  in  the 
District  of  Columbia;'*  in  which  they  ask  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gross,  of  New  York,  the 
House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution submitted  by  him  a  few  days  ago,  the  object 
of  which  is  to  request  information  from  the  Presi- 
dent whether  any  negotiations  have  been  made  by 
commissioners  of  the  United  States  with  the  Six 
Nations  of  Indians  in  the  State  of  New  York,  dec. 

Some  conversation  took  place  on  the  subject  of 
this  motion,  between  Messrs.  Storrs  and  Gross. 

The  former  of  these  gentlemen  considered  the 
inquiry  as  unnecessary  ;  the  facts  being,  as  he  was 
informed,  that  the  United  States  had  no  land  in 
that  State  to  which  the  Indian  title  was  unextin- 
guished ;  that,  however,  certain  individuals  had 
claims  on  such  lands,  under  pre-emption  rights 
granted  by  the  State  of  Massachusetts ;  that,  to 
extinguish  the  Indian  title,  the  Executive  had  been 
requested  to  authorize  commissioners  to  treat  with 
the  Indians — a  request  which  could  not  reasona- 
bly be  refused,  and  the  expenses  of  those  commis- 
sioners, and  all  other  expenses  attending  the  tran- 
saction, had  been  paid  by  the  individuals  claiming 
the  land,  dec. 

To  this  Mr.  Gross  replied,  that  if  the  gentle- 
man had  a  knowledge  of  all  the  circumstances  of 
this  transaction,  and  there  was  no  possibility  of 
his  being  mistaken,  why  then,  indeed,  there  would 
be  no  occasion  for  the  passage  of  the  resolution. 
But,  as  certainty  with  regard  to  the  facts  was  the 
object  of  this  resolution,  the  answer  to  which  he 
presumed  would  furnish  it  in  an  official  manner, 
he  hoped  it  would  be  agreed  to. 
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The  resolve  was  agreed  to  without  a  division, 
though  not  without  dissentient  voices. 

MISSOURI. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  that  the 
House  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion moved  by  him,  directing  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee to  report  certain  facts  with  regard  to  the 
present  condition  of  Missouri,  and  their  opinion 
of  what  legislative  measures  may  be  necessary  in 
r^ard  thereto. 

And  the  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
on  proceeding  to  the  consideration  thereof,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative— yeas  65,  nays  85,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Ykas— -Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  An- 
derson, Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball, 
Barbour,  Bayly,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brown,  Bryan, 
Burton,  Burwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon,  Cobb, 
Cocke,Cook,  Culpeper,Uathbert,  Davidson,  Earle,  Ed- 
wards of  N.  Carolina,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Gray,  Gross  of  N. 
York,  Hall  of  N.  Carolina,  Hooks,  Jackson,  Johnson, 
Jones  of  Va.,  Jones  of  Tenn.,  Kinsey,  Little,  Lowndes, 
McCoy,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  T.  L.  Moore,  Neale,  Nelson 
of  Virginia,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Reed,  Rhea, 
Robertson,  Settle,  Shaw,  Simkins,  Smith  of  New 
Jersey,  A.  Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia, 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Swearingcn,  Terrell,  Trim- 
ble, Tucker  of  Virginia,  Walker,  Williams  of  Virgi- 
nia, and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachu- 
setts, Allen  of  New  York,  Baldwin,  Bateman,  Beech- 
er,  Boden,  Brush,  BufTum,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire, 
Campbell,  Clagett,  Clark,  Crafts,  Cushman,  Dane, 
Darlington,  Dennison,  Dickinson,  Eddy,  Edwards  of 
Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Eustis,  Fay, 
Folger,  Foot,  Fuller,  Gorham,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania, 
Guyon,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hardin, 
Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hill,  Hobart,  Hostetter,. 
Kendall,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Livermore,  Ma- 
clay,  McCulIough,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Monell,  R^ 
Moore,  S.  Moore,  Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Parker 
of  MaEsachusetts,  Patterson,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Plumer, 
Rankin,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ, 
Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Si/sbee,  Sloan,  Southard,  Stevens, 
Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Udree,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wal- 
lace, Wendover,  NA'hitman,  and  Wood. 

REDUCTION  OF  THE  ARMY. 

The  House  then  having  again  resolved  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  re- 
ducing the  Military  Peace  Establishment- 
Mr.  Cdthbert,  of  Georgia,  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  Chairman,  one  of  the  greatest  faults  of  our 
Government,  the  best  that  has  ever  been  framed 
by  the  wisdom  of  man,  is  its  tendency  to  pursue 
an  unsteady  and  changeable  policy.  The  causes 
which  produce  this  defect,  at  the  same  time  form 
one  of  the  strong  defences  of  our  liberty  ;  and 
while  enjoying  the  advantage  which  springs  from 
them,  we  should  guard  against  the  danger  to 
which  they  expose  us.  The  constant  succession 
of  different  men  to  fill  the  chief  offices  of  Govern- 
ment, especially  the  incessant  changes  of  this  as- 
sembly, which  springs  every  two  years  immediately 
from  the  bosom  of  the  people,  preserves  us  from 
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the  danger  of  a  long  continuance  of  unwise  or  ] 
corrupt  measures ;  but  the  same  changes  subject 
us  too  much  to  the  influence  of  momentary  causes. 
There  is  reason  to  apprehend,  that,  forgetful  of  the 
past,  and  blind  to  the  future,  we  shall  limit  our 
view  to  the  circumstances  of  the  present  year. 
Believing   that  the  anxiety  now  manifested  for 
the  reduction  of  the  Army,  has  been  excited  by 
this  contracted  view,  and  that  it  is  not  justified 
either  by  the  experience  of  the  past,  or  the  proba- 
bilities of  the  future,  1  am  opposed  to  the  passage 
of  the  bill  on  the  table.     In  deciding  upon  it,  the 
answer  to  two  questions  should  govern  us :    Is  the 
Military  Establishment  proposed  in  this  bill,  suffi- 
ciently large  for  the  wants  of  our  country?     If 
not,  are  the  resources  of  our  country,  not  for  one 
or  for  two  years,  but  for  a  series  of  years,  its  aver- 
age resources,  adequate  to  the  support  of  a  larger 
establishment  than  that  proposed  in  this  bill?     I 
believe  that  the  Army  might,  with  propriety,  suf- 
fer some  partial  reduction  ;  I  see  no  need  of  re- 
taining as  many  general  officers  as  we  noA^  have; 
and  it  probably  has  excrescences  elsewhere  which 
might  be  lopped  ofl"  without  injury  to  the  coun- 
try ;  but  the  proposed  reduction  I  think  danger- 
ous, and  not  required  by  the  state  of  our  finances,  j 
Differing  in  my  opinions  from  the  gentleman  ^ 
from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Willia.ms,)  I  shall  be 
constrained  to  take  some  liberties  with  his  remarks  ; 
which  I  hope  he  will  pardon,  as  I  shall  do  it  wiih  | 
no  unfriendly  feeling.     He  is  much  offended  at 
the  late  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  submitted 
in  compliance  with  a   resolution  of  this  House,  j 
It  is  not  my  part  at  present  to  defend  that  report ; 
and  you  will  recollect  that  the  Secretary  does  not 
think  that  the  Army  ought  to  be  reduced ;  and 
that,  in  his  report  he  only  recommends  that  organ-  j 
ization  which  he  deems  proper  for  a  peace  estab-  ; 
lishment  of  six  thousand  men.     However,  I  will  \ 
express   my   opinion,   that   the  gentleman   from  \ 
North  Carolina  has  not  refuted  the  argument  of : 
the  Secretary.     What  is  that  argument?     That  i 
your  Military  Peace  Establishment  should   be  so 
organized  as  to  form  a  preparation  for  a  state  of 
war.    This  principle  is  denied,  in  words  by  the 

fentleman  from  North  Carolina,  but  it  is  admitted 
y  his  reasonings  and  conclusions,  as  I  shall  at- 
tempt to  show  in  the  course  of  my  remarks. 

In  the  progress  of  this  discussion,  our  Govern- 
ment has  been  accused  of  an   extravagant  and 
wasteful  expenditure  of  public  money.     I  think 
this  charge  entirely  unjust;  and  it  is  impossible 
that  it  can  be  intended  by  any  gentleman   to  be 
applied  to  the  present  Secretary  of  the  War  De- 
partment.    Under  his  control,  that  Department 
has  been  administered  with  a  responsibility,  an 
economy,  a  wisdom,  which  challenge  a  compari- 
son witn  its  administration  at  any  former  period. 
The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  has  drawn 
the  picture  of  a  wise  and  virtuous  Government, 
under  which  the  people  are  protected   in  their 
rights  and  enjoy  the  fruit  of  their  industry.     He 
has  drawn,  in  like  manner,  the  picture  of  an  ex- 
travagant, rapacious,  and  oppressive  Government, 
under  whose  tyranny  the  rights  of  the  people  are 
contemned,  and  by  whose  excessive  burdens  they 
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are  reduced  to  extreme  want  and  misery.  Does 
he  design  this  for  a  portrait  of  our  Government? 
Of  a  Government  which  sits  so  lightly  on  the  peo- 
ple, which  imposes  not  one  tax,  and  which  leaves  ' 
to  every  citizen  the  entire  control  of  his  labor,  and 
the  free  enjoyment  of  its  profits?  You  cannot 
trace  the  lilceness  in  a  single  feature :  it  is  a  per- 
fect contrast.  If  he  did  not  design  it  as  a  portrait 
of  our  Government,  why  did  he  insinuate  its  re- 
semblance, and  use  this  insinuation  as  an  argu- 
ment for  the  proposed  reduction  of  our  expendi- 
tures? Is  he  willing  that  his  remarks  should 
cross  the  Atlantic,  and  be  quoted  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, as  conveying  a  correct  description  of  the 
character  of  our  Government? 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  says,  that 
the  maintenance  of  a  standing  army  during  peace 
is  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  ;  and, 
to  support  his  position,  he  quotes  the  naked,  ab- 
stract proposition,  that  "  standing  armies  are  dan- 
gerous to  liberty,"  not  from  the  Constitution,  but 
from  certain  declarations  of  rights.  The  framers 
of  the  Constitution  felt  the  force  of  this  truth,  and 
they  knew,  with  equal  certainty,  that  standing 
armies  are  sometimes  necessary  for  the  defence  of 
liberty. 

To  prohibit  the  use  of  this   formidable  but  ne- 
cessary instrument,  would  have  been   madness  in 
them  ;  and  to  guard  against  its  abuse,  they  em- 
ployed,  not  abstract  propositions,  but  positive  en- 
'  actmcnts.     Of  this  character  is  that  clause  of  the 
Constitution  which  prohibits  the  raising  of  armies 
'  without  the  consent  of  this  House,  the  immediate 
'  representatives  of  the  people,  and  the  guardians  of 
their  liberty  :  and  that  clause  which  requires  that 
!  bills,   appropriating   money,   without    which    an 
I  army  cannot  be  maintained,  must  originate  in  the 
i  same  popular  branch  of  the  Legislature ;  and  that 
clause  which,  distrusting   the  discretion  even  of 
I  the  representatives  of  the  people,  forbids  that  any 
'  appropriation  for  that  purpose  shall   be  for  more 
I  than  two  years.     Then,  maintenance  of  a  stand- 
ing army,  within  proper  limits,  is  opposed  neither 
by  the  letter  nor  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  ; 
and   is  consistent  with  the   practical  exposition 
given  to  it  by  that  gentleman  himself. 

He  fears  that  the  subordination  necessary  in  an 
army  will  be  dangerous  to  liberty  ;  he  dreads  the 
contagious  example  of  a  soldier  returning  to  the 
walks  of  civil  life,  with  habits  of  degrading  sub- 
jection to  authority.  And  does  he  really  dread 
the  influence  of  a  few  individuals,  for  the  most 
part  ignorant  and  obscure,  over  a  population  of 
twelve  or  fourteen  millions,  spread  over  vast  re- 
gions? You  may  mingle  with  large  societies; 
you  may  pass  over  extensive  sections  of  country, 
and  not  see  one  man  who  has  belonged  to  the  reg- 
ular army  ;  and  does  he  really  believe  that  a  cause, 
thus  trivial  and  limited,  will  be  found  sufficient  to 
undermine  the  love  of  liberty,  so  firmly  fixed  in 
the  American  character  ? 

He  has  expressed  his  fear  of  the  physical  strength 
of  the  army.  Will  he,  on  reflection,  believe  that 
an  army  of  ten  thousand  men  can  enslave  the 
American  people  ?  Will  he  say  that  he  believes 
this  possible?    Truly  the  fears  of  that  gentleman 
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are  entirely  visionary  ;  it  is  idle  to  combat  them. 
As  if  conscious  that  the  arguments  which  have 
been   employed,   are  not  sufficient  to  justify  the 
proposed   reduction  of  the   army,  the  gentlemen 
who  urge  it  have  endeavored  to  sustain  their  policy 
by  the  authority  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  name.     If  the 
reputation  of  thi^  enlightened  and  virtuous  states- 
man, so  dear  to  the  American  people,  shall  be  in- 
jured, the  fault  will  be  attributable  to  the  impru- 
dence of  those  men  who  drag  in  his  name  to  sup- 
port a  system  of  measures  which  cannot  be   sus- 
tained  by  their  own   merits.     Has  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  withdrawn  itself  from  the 
guidance  of  reason,  and  surrendered  its  rights  to 
the   empire   of   authority  ?      We   ask    not   what 
name  sanctions,  but  what  reason  justifies  any  mea- 
sure which  is  proposed  ?     If  we  believe  it  to  be  wise 
and  salutary,  we  adopt  it  without  caring  by  whom 
it  is  recommended.     If  we  believe  it  to  be  inexpe- 
dient or  improper,  the  authority  of  no  name,  how- 
ever high,  is  sufficient  to  remove  our  objections  to  it. 
Then,  why  introduce  into  our  discussions  a  name 
which  is  not  needed  in  aid  of  a  wise,  and  which 
cannot  justify  an  unwise,  policy  ?     While  censur- 
ing such  a  course  of  argument,  I  also  deny  that 
they  have  the  authority  of  Mr.  Jefferson  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  army,  which  is  now  under  consid- 
eration.    Will  any  one  venture  to  say,  that  after 
a  lapse  of  twenty  years,  during  which  the  resources 
of  our  country  have  greatly  increased,  and  during 
which  it  has  acquired  much  experience,  both  in 
peace  and  in  war,  the  mind  of  that  great  man 
alone  remaining  stationary,  he   would,  under  so 
great  a  change  of  circumstances,  now  pursue,  in 
all  respects,  the  same  policy  which  he  observed  in 
1801  ?     Is  any  one  authorized  to  say,  that  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson entertains  the  same  opinion  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  Mr.  Monroe,  which   he  entertained  of 
the  administration  of  his  own  predecessor  ?  that 
it  is  wasteful,  extravagant,  and  inclining  to  mon- 
archy ?    that  it  everywhere   needs   retrenchment 
and   reform  ?     No  sir ;  even  that  authority  fails 
them  on  which  they  have  sought  to  lean. 

The  supporters  of  this  bill  think  that  we  shall 
not  be  engaged  in  war  for  many  years,  and  that  it 
IS  unnecessary  to  prepare  for  an  event  which  is 
not  expected.  If  those  gentlemen  could  give  us 
an  assurance  that  we  shall  not  be  drawn  into  war 
in  less  than  ten  or  fifteen  years,  their  policy  might 
be  safe.  But,  with  Spanish  provinces  on  our 
southwest,  with  English  provinces  on  our  north, 
with  Russia  erecting  strong  military  works  on  our 
northwest,  with  our  commerce  floating  on  every 
sea.  they  know  that  we  are  in  constant  danger  of 
collisions,  which  may  terminate  in  war.  Most  of 
our  military  preparations  look  to  a  state  of  war 
with  England  ;  and  the  present  internal  condition 
of  that  country  should  not  lull  us  into  security. 
It  is  well  known  that  (he  people  of  Great  Britain 
participate  with  their  Government,  in  their  hatred 
of  the  American  Republic,  and  is  it  not  possible 
that  a  dexterous  ministry,  availing  themselves  of 
this  national  feeling,  may  attempt,  by  the  excite- 
ments of  an  American  war,  to  divert  those  passions 
which  now  threaten  them  with  destruction  ?  Or, 
may  not  that  country  be  revolutionized  ?    And, 


under  a  more  popular  and  virtuous  government, 
impelled  by  all  the  energies  of  a  free  people,  would 
it  not  be  more  formidable  than  at  any  former 
period  ? 

War  is  not  certain  ;  it  may  be  improbable ;  but 
even  folly  may  shun  dangers  which  openly  me- 
nace it,  and  it  is  the  part  of  prudence  to  guard 
against  those  dangers  which  are  more  remote  and 
less  obvious.    A  wise  statesman,  prepared  for  every 
contingencv,  will  not  carry  his  plans  of  economy 
so  far  as  to  leave  his  country  exposed  to  the  hazards 
of  an  unequal  contest,  to  the  losses  of  treasure,  of 
honor,  and  of  men,  which  she  must  suffer  if  drawn 
into  a  war  for  which  she  is  unprovided.     To  a 
certain  extent,  the  advocates  of  the  bill  agree  to 
this  proposition ;  they  all  acknowledge   that  we 
ought  to  have  garrisons  of  regular  soldiers  in  our 
fortresses.     During  the  last  war,  when  the  fleets 
of  the  enemy  occupied  our  harbors,  and  threatened 
our  wealthy  cities,  when,  for  the  want  of  adequate 
fortifications,  we  were  constrained  to  call  to  their 
defence  great  numbers  of  militia,  exposing  them 
to  the  fatal  ravages  of  a  sickly  climate,  to  which 
they  were  not  inured,  every  one  felt  the  necessity 
of  erecting  strong  fortresses  in  situations  proper 
for  the  defence  of  these  harbors  and  cities.     With 
universal    approbation,   this  plan   was  adopted; 
many  of  these  works  are  now  completed,  and  others 
are  in  progress.     If  we  have  fortresses,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  garrison  them  with  men  who  know  how 
to  defend  them.     Nations  about  to  engage  in  hos- 
tilities are  not  restrained  by  a  punctilious  sense  of 
justice.     Should  we,  omitting  this  precaution,  have 
a  dispute  with  a  nation  disposed  to  engage  in  war 
with  us,   it   mi^ht  determine  to  anticipate  us,  to 
strike  the  first  blow,  to  seize  our  empty  fortresses. 
Remember  the  attack  on  Copenhagen !     What 
would  then   be  the  fate  of  our  cities?     I  do  not 
think  that  our  fortresses  should  have  full  garrisons 
during  peace;  I  would  keep  in  them  only  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  disciplined  soldiers  to  defend  them 
against  a  sudden  attack.     When  the  occasion  re- 
quires, you  may  reinforce  them  with  militia,  who, 
mingling  with  the  regulars,  would  be  able  to  make 
an  efficient  defence.     In  like  manner,  a  part  of 
our  force  must  be  employed  to  guard  our  Indian 
frontier,  and  prevent  the  hostilities  of  our  savage 
neighbors.     In  this  employment  of  our  troops,  the 
advocates  of  the  bill  agree  with  us.     But  I  go  one 
step  further ;  and,  in  doing  so,  I  draw  on  myself 
the  terrible  denunciation  of  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina.     We  need  a  body  of  men  who 
will  serve  as  a  depository  of  military  science,  and 
from  whom  correct  discipline  may  be  rapidly  in- 
fused into  a  new  array.     Our  troops  in  garrison 
cannot  perform  this  service  ;  because,  if  they  are 
needed  in  the  fortresses  during  peace,  they  cannot 
be  withdrawn  from  them  whife  we  are  engaged  in 
war.     For  this  purpose,  we  shall  need  a  distinct 
force,  in  addition  to  the  six  thousand  men  who, 
almost  all  agree, should  be  retained  in  our  fortresses. 
This  part  of  our  system  is  denounced  as  anti-re- 
publican by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina. 
Why  ?    Because  our  army  would   thus,  during 
peace,  be  employed,  as  a  preparation  for  a  state  of 
war.     I  ask  him,  for  what  purpose  does  he  ac> 
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knowledge  that  our  garrisons  should  be  retained, 
unless  as  a  preparation  for  a  state  of  war?  For 
what  other  purpose  does  he  consent  to  retain  any 
portion  of  the  standing  army  ?  He  is  caught  in 
his  own  denunciation.  It  comprehends  the  great 
man  to  whose  authority  he  appealed  ;  for  he,  too, 
recommended  a  standing  army. 

In  declaring  that  those  who  advocate  this  sys- 
tem, renounce  republican  principles,  he  seems  not 
to  have  reflected  that,  under  arbitrary  government, 
the  Army  may  be  employed  durmg  peace  for 
other  purposes,  to  support  unjust  authority,  to  en- 
force oppression,  decrees  to  extort  ruinous  taxes  ; 
and  that,  in  a  free  Government,  the  only  legiti- 
mate use  of  an  army  during  peace  is,  to  prepare 
for  a  state  of  war.  I  would  retort  on  him  the 
charge  of  renouncing  republican  principles,  did  I 
believe  that  he  had  understood  the  character  of 
his  own  doctrines.  • 

But,  it  is  said,  that  in  future  wars,  our  battles 
must  be  fought  on  the  ocean,  and  that  we  ou^ht 
to  avoid  a  contest  on  the  land.  Will  this  be  left 
to  our  choice  ?  We  should  most  diligently  pre- 
pare a  strong  naval  force  for  the  defence  of  our 
shores  and  our  commerce.  But,  in  a  war  with 
England,  she  will  not  leave  her  Canadian  prov- 
inces without  defence,  to  become  an  easy  con- 
quest to  us.  She  will  send  an  army  to  Canada. 
If  we  are  unprepared  terencounter  this  army,  will 
she  courteously  keep  it  on  her  own  territory  ? 
Will  she  not  prefer  making  our  territory  the  seat 
of  hostilities,  and  inflicting  on  our  citizens  the 
calamities  of  war?  This  was  her  policy  in  the 
last,  and  this  will  be  her  policy  in  any  future  war. 
If  we  are  not  prepared  to  encounter  her  army  on 
the  Canadian  frontier,  we  shall  feel  its  attacks  in 
the  bosom  of  our  country.  But,  the  advocates  of 
this  bill  believe  that  the  militia  may  be  relied  on 
to  fight  our  battles,  and  defend  our  country  on  the 
land.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  speak  contemptuously 
of  the  militia  ;  they  are  the  people  of  our  country, 
our  fellow-citizens,  and  our  brethren.  I  believe 
that  they  have  an  intelligence,  a  courage,  a  spirit 
of  enterprise,  a  sense  of  honor,  and  love  of  coun- 
try, which,  with  proper  experience  and  instruction, 
would  make  them  the  best  soldiers  in  the  world. 
But  they  want  this  instruction  and  experience ; 
and  all  history  teaches  us  that  troops  wanting 
these,  cannot  succeed  against  disciplined  soldiers. 
Sometimes,  from  the  superior  talents  of  their  offi- 
cers, or  the  superiority  of  their  numbers,  and  some- 
times from  that  heroic  courage  which  liberty  in- 
spires, they  may  obtain  brilliant  victories.  But 
far,  very  far  more  frequently  they  suffer  disgrace 
and  defeat  when  opposed  to  regulars.  I  know  that 
some  gentlemen  in  this  House  presume  to  censure 
us  for  holding  such  language  ;  but  is  it  not  true  ? 
And  is  the  fault  ours  that  it  is  true  ?  And  is  it 
wise  to  close  our  eyes  against  the  truth  ?  The 
experience  of  the  past  teaches  us  this  painful  les- 
son, and  a  little  reflection  would  convince  us  that 
it  always  must  be  so.  Suppose  that  our  General, 
conmianding  undisciplined  soldiers,  such  as  a  very 
large  proportion  of  our  militia  always  have  been, 
and  I  fear  always  will  be  during  the  first  two  or 
three  campaigns  of  a  war,  is  opposed  to  a  General 


commanding  an  army  of  regulars.  In  our  camp 
all  is  imperfect,  all  is  to  be  learnt.  The  mind  of 
the  General  is  occupied  by  all  the  cares  of  camp- 
police.  There  is  frequent  neglect  of  the  regula- 
tions and  habits,  which  are  necessary  to  prevent 
waste,  to  preserve  the  health  of  the  array,  to  guard 
it  against  surprise.  In  the  hostile  caron,  that  mil- 
itary police,  so  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the 
army,  is  already  established,  the  mind  of  the  Gren- 
eral  is  left  at  liberty  to  revolve  and  prepare  his 
plans  of  march  and  of  battle;  his  army  is  always 
ready  for  attack  or  defence.  Is  it  wise  to  send 
our  armies  to  the  contest  under  such  disadvan- 
tages? Suppose  the  armies  arrayed  in  the  field 
of  battle.  The  enemy,  in  manoeuvring,  exposes  a 
weak  point,  on  which  our  General  determines  to 
make  a  decisive  attack  ;  he  orders  a  column  to  be 
formed  on  a  certain  point  with  instructions  to  ad- 
vance. His  orders  are  slowly  and  imperfectly 
obeyed ;  the  movements  of  his  soldiers  are  con- 
fused and  tumultuous;  half  an  hour  is  occupied 
in  forming  a  column,  which  should  have  been 
formed  in  half  that  time.  The  enemy  perceives 
the  manoeuvre,  has  time  to  reinforce  his  weak 
point,  and  the  precious  opportunity  of  victory  is 
lost  by  the  want  of  discipline  in  our  army.  From 
the  very  nature  of  things  the  General  of  our  un- 
disciplined troops,  whether  militia,  or  new  un- 
trained levies,  can  but  seldom  gain  a  victory. 
And  they  are  as  illy  prepared  to  defend  them- 
selves. 

Supp«jse  the  hostile  army  to  make  an  unex- 
pected movement  on  our  flank.  To  oppose  him, 
It  is  necessary  rapidly  to  form  a  new  line.  For 
this  purpose  our  General  issues  orders.  The  ene- 
my approaches  with  a  steady  line,  and  on  our  part 
all  is  confusion  and  tumult.  Our  soldiers,  want- 
ing discipline,  here  crowd  together,  and  embar- 
rass each  other ;  there  they  leave  an  open  space 
for  the  enemy  to  penetrate.  An  army  thus  as- 
sailed will  abandon  the  field  ;  or,  if  it  resists,  it 
must  be  slaughtered.  In  the  early  campaigns  of 
a  war  we  cannot  prudently  rely  on  the  militia, 
and  it  is  inhuman  to  lead  them  to  a  contest  in 
which  such  decisive  advantages  are  found  on  the 
side  of  the  enemy.  But  it  is  said  that,  in  peace, 
our  regulars  cannot  learn  the  art  of  war,  and  that 
at  the  commencement  of  hostilities  they  will  not 
be  better  prepared  for  the  field  than  our  militia. 
The  gentlemen  who  expressed  this  opinion  seem 
not  to  have  remembered  that  there  are  two  branches 
of  tactics,  entirely  distinct.  The  one  comprehends 
those  principles  which  should  guide  a  General  in 
choosing  the  route  of  his  march,  in  forming  the 
plans  of  his  campaigns  and  his  battles.  The 
camp  of  a  Peace  Establishment  furnishes  no  pecu- 
liar advantages  fur  the  acquisition  of  this  branch 
of  military  science — exhibits  no  field  for  its  exer- 
cise and  application.  I  believe  that,  retaining 
only  one  General  on  our  Peace  Establishment, 
we  should  be  as  well  prepared  for  war  as  with  our 
present  complement.  Tne  other  branch  of  tactics 
includes  the  knowledge  and  practice  of  those  reg- 
ulations which  form  the  police  of  an  army,  and 
insure  its  order  and  .subordination,  its  health  and 
its  vigilance,  and  of  those  evolutions  which  pre- 
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pare  it  for  every  movement  on  the  field,  and  make 
It  a  perfect  machine  in  the  hands  of  the  General. 
This  part  of  military  science  is  as  easily  acquired 
and  perfected  in  peace  as  in  war.  In  this  our 
small  army,  retained  in  peace,  should  be  perfect. 
The  principles  which  I  advocate  do  not  require 
the  maintenance,  in  peace,  of  an  army  sufficiently 
large  for  a  state  of  war  ;  they  demand  only  a  few 
thousand  men  in  addition  to  the  troops  necessary 
for  our  garrisons.  Then,  sir,  when  we  are  en- 
gaged in  war,  as  at  some  future  time  we  certainly 
shall  be,  when  we  are  compelled  to  raise  a  larger 
army,  by  mingling  our  veterans  with  our  new 
levies,  we  may  engage  in  an  equal  contest  with 
older  armies.  In  every  subdivision,  in  every  sec- 
tion of  the  new  army,  we  may  place  some  disci- 
plined soldiers,  whose  instructions,  and  example, 
and  guidance,  will  rapidly  perfect  its  discipline, 
infusing  into  it  subordination  and  vigilance  in 
camp,  with  skill  and  steadiness  in  the  field.  But, 
by  passing  the  bill  under  consideration,  we  shall 
deprive  our  country  of  this  resource  ;  by  pursuing 
this  rash  policy,  we  will  force  her,  when  engaged 
in  war,  to  rely  on  undisciplined  troops;  we  will 
decide  that,  in  the  first  campaigns,  she  shall  be 
inferior  in  military  skill ;  we  will  expose  her  to 
the  hazard  of  the  incalculable  losses  of  treasure, 
of  territory,  of  honor,  and  of  life,  which  are  the 
consequences  of  this  inferiority.  Such  is  the 
economy  of  this  bill ! 

The  Iriends  of  this  bill  say,  that  the  deficiency 
in  our  revenue  imposes  on  us  the  necessity  of  re- 
trenchment, whether  that  retrenchment  be  in  itself 
salutary  or  pernicious.  And  is  this  youthful  na- 
tion already  sinking  under  the  decrepitude  of  old 
age?  Are  her  resources  so  exhausted  that  she  can 
no  longer  maintain  those  establishments  which  are 
necessary  to  her  welfare?  I  think  that  when  some 
documents,  expected  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, are  received,  and  the  subject  shall  have  been 
fully  examined,  it  will  appear  that  the  deficiency 
for  the  present  year  is  but  small ;  and  calculations 
from  both  sides  of  the  Hou5e  agree,  that,  in  one  or 
two  years,  the  revenue  arising  from  imposts  will 
be  adequate  to  the  maintenance  of  our  establish- 
ments on  their  present  scale.  But  grant,  for  a 
moment,  that  these  expectations  should  be  disap- 
pointed, have  we  no  other  resource  ?  Those  gen- 
tlemen shrink  from  the  policy  of  imposing  taxes. 
Why?  Out  of  tenderness  for  the  people?  Be- 
cause they  will  not  take  the  money  of  the  people? 
I  ask  them  whose  is  the  money  derived  from  im- 
posts which  they  are  so  willing  to  receive?  Is  it 
not  drawn  from  the  people?  And  is  it  their  prin- 
ciple to  take  the  money  of  the  people,  in  order  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  Government,  as  long  as 
they  can  keep  the  operation  concealed  from  their 
constituents?  They  gladly  receive,  and  freely 
spend,  fifteen,  eighteen,  twenty-five  millions  an- 
nually, when  it  can  be  drained  from  the  people 
by  imposts.  This  is  ample  proof  that  their  reluc- 
tance to  impose  taxes  arises  not  from  any  peculiar 
tenderness  for  the  people.  I  do  not  believe  that 
they  intend  to  deceive,  but  their  conduct  bears 
that  aspect.  I  would  pursue  a  more  open  and  can- 
did course.    I  would  say  to  our  fellow-citizens,  "  we 


'  will  pursue  the  most  rigid  economy  that  is  con- 
'  sistent  with  the  public  welfare;  we  will  impose 
'  on  you  no  unnecessary  burdens,  but  the  institu- 
'  tions  of  our  Government  cannot  with  safety  be 
'  impaired.  The  revenue  derived  from  customs, 
'  by  which  principally  the  Government  is  sup- 
'  ported,  is  furnished  by  you ;  but  our  commerce 
'  now  languishes,  our  revenue  is  diminished ;  it  is 
'  necessary  that  you  should  supply  its  deficiency, 
'  in  order  to  maintain  those  establishments  which 
'  are  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  our  country." 
The  people  would  be  gratified  by  our  confidence; 
their  patriotism  would  be  roused  by  our  call ;  for 
they  are  ever  ready  to  maintain  their  GovernnteDt, 
when  not  misled  by  timid  politicians,  or  design- 
ing candidates  for  office.  To  deny  this,  would 
be  to  dishonor  them,. to  believe  them  devoid  of 
patriotism,  lost  to  honor,  the  miserable  slaves  of  a 
blind  and  sordid  avarice. 

I  repeat  it — should  our  customs  be  permanently- 
inadequate  to  the  support  of  the  Government.  1 
would  make  an  appeal  to  the  patriotism  of  the 
people;  and  that  appeal  would  be  heard.  But 
there  is  no  such  permanent  deficiency  ;  apply  the 
calculations  of  all  parties  to  a  series  of  years,  and, 
without  any  change  of  system,  we  shall  find  our 
average  annual  revenue  sufficient  to  maintain  aU 
of  the  establishments  of  the  Grovernment  on  their 
present  scale,  and  to  progress  with  the  gradual  ex- 
tinction of  the  public  debt. 

Then,  sir,  in  our  finances  there  is  no  such  fail- 
ure as  would  impose  on  us  the  necessity  of  lopping 
ofla  portion  of  the  army,  which  we  cannot  safely 
spare.  Prudence  admonishes  us  to  keep  garrisons 
in  our  fortresses,  and  to  preserve  an  additional 
corps  to  be  the  depository  of  military  science,  and 
to  serve  as  instructors,  and  examples,  and  guides, 
to  our  militia  and  new  levies,  in  any  future  war. 
For  these  purposes  a  peace  establishment  of  6,000 
men  is  not  sufficient. 

Mr.  Fisher,  of  North  Carolina,  addressed  the 
House  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  gentlemen  who  have  pre- 
ceded me  in  this  debate  have  taken  a  wide  surrey 
of  the  subject,  discussing  it  as  well  in  detail  as  on 
general  principles.  Should  I  be  led  by  their  ex- 
ample into  the  same  latitude  of  remark,  I  can, 
nevertheless,  promise  that  I  will  not  harass  the 
Committee  with  a  very  long  speech.  The  ques- 
tion for  reducing  the  present  Military  Establish- 
ment is  not  a  new  one,  but  not  the  less  important 
on  that  account.  My  worthy  colleague,  (Mr. 
Williams,)  has,  on  several  occasions,  broi^t 
this  subject  before  Congress,  and,  heretofore,  al- 
ways without  success.  The  array,  sorae  how  or 
other,  has  grown  up  under  his  opposition,  and 
flourished  under  his  speeches  ;  but  I  hope  a  season 
has  now  corae  more  favorable  to  its  reduction. 

The  first  argument  that  I  shall  urge  for  reducing 
this  establishment  will  be  drawn  from  the  present 
state  of  the  finances  of  the  country.  Sir,  we  hare 
reached  that  period  in  our  history,  when  the  ordi- 
nary reven  ues  of  the  country  are  insufficient  to  meet 
the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  Goremment. 
This  must  arise  either  from  imperfection  in  the 
system  providing  the  revenue,  or  from  defects  in 
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the  system  expending  it.    Be  it  chargeable  to 
either,  it  equally  merits  serious  inquiry  and  speedy 
correction.     I  pretend  not  to  be  deeply  learned  in 
the  science  of  finance;   but  it  does  not  require 
much  sagacity  to  discover  that   the  finances  of 
this  Government  are  in  a  declining  and  dilapi- 
dated condition;  and  that  there  are  only  three  al- 
ternatives set  before  us,  by  which  to  supply  the 
deficiency  in  the  Treasury.     1st.  By  loans ;  2d. 
By  imposing  taxes ;  and,  3d.  By  retrenchment  and 
economy.     The  question  is,  to  which  of  these  al- 
ternatives shall  we  resort  ?     Shall  we  go  on  as  we 
have  begun,  with  the  borrowing  system,  making 
loans  after  loans,  as  long  as  we  can  obtain  them? 
For  one,  I  think  not.     The  readiness  with  which 
capitalists  lend  their  surplus  funds  to  the  Grovern- 
ment  is  no  inducement  why  we  should  borrow 
them.     Sir,  the  facility  of  obtaining  money  on 
credit  is  one  of  the  most  unfortunate  and  seduc- 
tive temptations  that  can  be  held  out  either  to  in- 
dividuals or  to  Governments.     If  any  proof  of  this 
position  is  required,  we  need  only  look  to  the  his- 
tory of  this  country  for  the  past  four  or  five  years.  ! 
What  man  of  extravagant  habits  will  forego  his 
gratifications,  and  give  over  his  projects,  when  he 
can  obtain  money  on  credit  merely  by  asking  for 
it  ?   What  set  of  oflSce-hulders  will  willingly  give 
up  their  snug  berths  when  they  can  retam  them 
by  borrowing  money  at  five  per  cent.  7     But,  as  [ 
the  individual  who  is  always  borrowing  will  soon 
come  to  bankruptcy  and  ruin,  so  the  Government 
that  draws  its  revenues  from  loans  must  sooner  or  i 
later  reach  the  period  of  taxation  and  oppression. 
Loans  are  but  temporary  expedients,  and  should 
never  be  resorted  to  but  in  cases  of  extreme  emer- 
gency, and  then  only  in  anticipation  of  the  ordi- 
nary revenues  of  the  country.     Is  this  our  case? 
Is  there,  at  this  time,  any  such  emergencies  press- 
ing upon  us?    Certainly  not.     In  times  of  pro- 
found peace  we  resort  to  loans,  and  for  what  pur- 
pose?    To  meet  the  ordinary,  the  regular  and 
every  day  expenses  of  the  Government. 

Sir,  to  what  will  all  this  lead  ?    It  will  lead 
to  a  large  national  debt,  and  then,  as  an  inevitable 
consequence,  to  oppressive  taxes.     Do  gentlemen 
consider  the  operation  of  these  loans  ?     That  every 
loan  only  increases  the  necessity  for  another,  at 
least  in  the  ratio  of  the  preceding  loan  ?    As  an 
example:  for  the  last  year  we  authorized  a  loan 
of  three  millions  of  dollars :  we  are  told  that  a  loan 
of  seven  millions  must  be  made  for  this  year ;  and, 
for  aught  I  can  see  in  our  affairs,  a  loan  of  five 
millions  at  least  will  be  required  for  each  of  the 
remaining  years  of  the  present  Administration- 
making  m  all  twenty-five  millions.     That  much 
for  principal ;  but  at  the  end  of  that  time,  it  will 
be  found  that  the  debt  contracted  during  the  five 
last  years  of  the  present  Administration,  will  be 
WIthln^*  fraction  of  thirty  millions.     Again-  at 
the  last  session  we  directed  a  loan  of  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars;  but,  from  the  Secretary's  report 
it  appears  that  only  two  millions  five  hundred 
and  lortyfive  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-one 
dollars  have  been  received  into  the  Treasury  ;  so 
V      ^eap  actually  paying  interest  on  three  mil- 
wons,  whU  only  about  two  millions  and  a  half 


and  a  fraction  has  been  received  to  the  use  of 
Government.  I  only  mention  this,  to  show  how 
profitable  loans  are,  even  on  the  favorable  terms  of 
five  per  cent. 

Sir,  as  well  might  you  expect  to  quench  thirst 
in  dropsy,  by  drinlting,  as  to  restore  your  finances 
to  a  sound  state  by  loans:  every  draught  only  in- 
creases the  want  of  another.     There  is  no  end  to 
this  borrowing  system  ;  it  is  like  the  clue  of  Ari- 
adne, the  further  you  pursue  it,  the  deeper  it  in- 
volvesyou  in  the  inextricable  labyrinth.     We  have 
the  awful  example  of  England  oefore  us,  and  we 
ought  to   profit  by  that  example.     What  is  it  but 
the  great  national  debt  that  presses  down  to  mis- 
ery and  wretchedness  the  people  of  that  country  7 
A  debt,  the  bare  interest  ol  which  swallows  up  the 
greater  portion  of  the  revenues  of  that  Govern- 
ment :  a  debt,  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  of 
which,  the peopleare  taxed  literally  fromthecrowns 
of  their  head  to  the  soles  of  their  feet.     And,  sir, 
let  me  here  remark,  that  the  national  debt  of  Eng- 
land, as  is  indeed  the  debts  of  all  the  other  Slates 
of  Europe,  were  incurred  principally  by  the  military 
estaUishmeiUs  of  these  States,  first,  from   keeping 
up,  in  times  of  peace,  standing  armies  unnecessa- 
rily large,  and,  next,  from  the  wars  carried  on  with 
those  armies.     It  is  not  hazarding  much,  to  say, 
that  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  revenue  of  every 

I  Government  in  Europe  is  consumed  by  the  army, 
or  by  persons  connected  either  directly  or  indirectly 

,  with  the  military. 

!     We  see,  then,  theconscquenceof  loans.  They  only 
put  off  the  evil  day,  which,  when  it  does  come,  we 
will  feel  only  the  heavier,  by  the  previous  procras- 
tination.    But,  sir,  the  honorable  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  his  speech  the 
other  day,  tells  us  not  to  be  alarmed  ;  that  the  con- 
dition ol   our  finances  is  not  so  bad  as  we  fancy; 
and,  he  kindly  consoled  us   by  promising  better 
times.     I  always  listen  with  ^reai  pleasure  to  the 
speeches  of  that  gentleman,  for  he  always  spt-aks 
I  good  sense  ;  he  always  givts  us  facts  and  reason  ; 
but,  however  much  I  may  value  the  information 
he  imparts,  I  cannot  think   that  his  calculations 
are  always  infallible.     Sir,  I  distinctly  recollect 
that  the  gentleman  at  the  last  session  promised  us 
better  times;  and  I  leave  it  to  members  to  say,  if 
his  predictions  have  been  verified.     But,  sir,  that 
gentleman  is  not  the  only  person  that  has  been  de- 
ceived in  his  hopes  and  mi.<>taken  in  his  calcula- 
tions.    Even  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  him- 
self has  now  and  then  fallen  into  an  error.     Sir, 
not  a  year  since  the  present  incumbent  came  into 
office,  have  his  estimates  of  the  revenue  come  with- 
in two  millions  of  the  mark  ;  sometimes  exceeding, 
and  sometimes  falling  short  by  that  amount. 

In  his  annual  report  for  1818,  he  says  that  the 
revenue  of  that  year  may  be  considered  as  the 
"average  amount  which  will  be  annually  receiv- 
ed ;"  this  amount  was  about  twenty-six  millions; 
but,  we  find  that  the  revenue  of  the  very  next  year, 
(1819,)  fell  short  of  that  estimate  by  about  two 
millions  of  dollars— that  the  revenue  for  1820  fell 
short  by  a  still  larger  sum.  Even,  sir,  in  ordinary 
calculations,  we  find  that  mistakes  may  sometimes 
be  made.     The  Secrelaryj  in  his  report  of  fourth 


813 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


814 


January,  1821. 


Reduction  of  the  Army. 


H.  or  R. 


December  last,  informs  us  that  the  deficit  for  the 
present  year  will  be  about  seven  millions  and  nearly 
a  half  of  dollars ;  but,  in  his  supplemental  report 
of  the  20th  of  the  same  month,  he  says  that  the 
deficiency  is  only  about  four  millions  six  hundred 
and  fifty-eight  thousand  dollars :  thus  making  a 
difference  between  the  two  reports  of  two  millions 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-three  thousand  dollars. 
But,  a  worthy  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  SiMKiNs)  gives  us  to  understand  that  there 
are  a  few  more  errors  still  behind  :  and  a  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  has  dropped  a  hint  more 
consoling  than  all  the  rest.  He  tells  us  it  will  be 
found  that  the  deficit  of  the  past  year  is  only  about 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Which  of  these 
ingenious  financiers  will  prove  right  it  is  rather 
difficult  to  say :  but,  from  the  Secretary's  report, 
one  thing  is  plain,  viz  :  that  our  finances  are  in  a 
declining  state,  while  the  expenditures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment remain  stationary.  Take  the  years  1819, 
1820,  and  1821,  and  there  is  a  falling  off  of  about 
four  millions  annually. 

Sir,  I  make  these  remarks  not  in  disparagement 
of  any  gentleman,  but  merely  to  show  how  little 
reliance  ought  to  be  placed  upon  calculations  of 
the  revenue  of  years  yet  to  come.  Our  revenue  is 
principally  drawn  from  commerce — our  commerce 
depends  upon  the  state  of  the  world,  and  who  can 
say  what  that  will  be  a  short  time  hence  ?  No, 
sir,  there  is  no  dependence  to  be  placed  on  these 
calculations  for  better  times :  if  we  sit  here  waiting 
for  better  times  we  may  wait  until  ruin  tumbles 
about  our  heads.  But,  gentlemen  may  say,  if  you 
will  not  wait  for  the  flowing  of  the  waters,  and  in 
the  mean  time  supply  our  wants  by  loans,  what 
will  you  do  ?  Will  you  resort  to  the  next  alter- 
native and  lay  taxes  ?  Sir,  this  question  of  taxa- 
tion is  a  very  trying  one ;  it  comes  home  to  the  feel- 
ings of  gentlenien.  Now,  although  [  do  not  claim 
to  possess  more  independence  than  other  gentlemen, 
yet  I  am  bold  to  say,  that  if  there  is  no  other  alter- 
native, I  would  prefer  a  gentle  system  of  taxation 
to  this  everlasting,  still  beginning,  and  never  end- 
ing business  of  making  loans  upon  loans  until  the 
resources  of  the  country  will  be  absorbed  rn  the 
payment  of  bare  interest :  but,  there  is  another 
alternative,  and  until  that  is  tried  and  found  want- 
ing, I  for  one  will  not  consent  to  impose  taxes. 
This  alternative  consists  in  the  reduption  of  useless 
establishments,  in  retrenchments  of  unnecessary 
expenditures,  and,  in  a  word,  in  bringing  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Government  within  the  means  of  the 
country.  Sir,  in  making  these  remarks,  I  would 
not  be  understood  as  casting  the  smallest  censure 
on  any  department  of  the  Executive:  the  burden 
of  censure  must  fall  upon  us  and  our  predecessors. 
We  pass  the  laws  requiring  these  expenditures, 
and  the  Executive  only  carries  into  operation  what 
we  authorize.  The  natural  tendency  of  all  Gov- 
ernments is  to  run  into  extravagance.  That  our 
Government  runs  powerfully  in  this  direction  can- 
not be  denied  ;  and  that  the  late  war,  by  requiring 
many  extraordinary  exertions,  accelerated  this 
tendeiicy,  is  equally  evident ;  but,  the  exigencies  j 
requiring  these  efforts  have  ceased  to  exist,  and  the  i 
expenses  incident  thereto  should  also  cease.     I  do  ' 


not  hesitate  to  say  that  at  the  close  of  the  late  war 
it  was  right  to  fix  the  Peace  Establishment  upon 
the  present  organization.  It  was  right  on  two 
considerations ;  first,  because  our  situation  with 
the  Indians  was  extremely  precarious ;  secondly, 
our  relations  with  Spain  were  then  unsettled.  But, 
!  our  Indian  wars  are  now  over,  and  we  are  at  peace 
;  with  every  tribe:  our  relations  with  Spain  are 
now  seilLd,  and  we  have  Florida  by  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty.  The  chief  causes  for  fixing  the 
army  on  its  present  basis  being  removed,  1  must 
think  that  it  may  with  safety  be  reduced  to  six 
thousand  men. 

Sir,  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  several  gentle- 
men have  made  allusions  to  Mr.  Jefferson's  Ad- 
ministration. I  will  briefly  refer  to  the  same  pe- 
i  riod  of  our  history.  Let  it  here  be  remembered 
that  the  second  President  of  the  United  Slates,  to- 
gether with  his  political  friends,  were  ejected  from 
\  power  for  certain  obnoxious  measures ;  and  let  it 
be  further  renaenrt)ered  that  one  of  those  measures 
was  the  keeping  up  a  standing  army  in  time  of 
peace.  The  newspapers  of  the  day  were  filled 
with  essays  against  the  army;  the  Legislatures  of 
the  States  remonstrated  and  instructed  their  mem- 
bers to  urge  its  reduction.  And,  sir,  how  large 
was  the  army  that  created  all  this  alarm  ?  Only 
5,000  men ;  only  half  as  large  as  the  present  Peace 
Establishment,  and  yet  the  people  of  that  day 
thought  it  too  large;  even  Mr.  Jefferson  entertained 
the  same  opinion,  for,  in  his  first  Message  to  Con- 
gress, he  tells  them  that  he  has  supplied  all  the 
garrisons  with  men,  and  that  there  is  a  surplus  left 
for  which  the  Government  has  no  use;  and  ac- 
cordingly we  see  the  army  cut  down  from  5,000 
to  about  3,300  men,  thus  saving  to  the  nation  an- 
nually the  sum  of  $522,000.  Yes,  sir,  the  Peace 
Establishment  of  that  day  consisted  only  of  3.300 
men,  and  only  cost  about  one  million  of  dollars 
annually.  Now,  sir,  contrast  that  with  the  pres- 
ent army,  con.sisting  of  10,000  men.  Two  Major 
Generals,  four  Brigadier  Generals,  with  aids.  Col- 
onels, Lieutenant  Colonels,  Majors,  and  inferior 
officers  in  the  greatest  abundance,  costing  annually 
more  than  three  millions  of  dollars. 

Let  me  ask,  what  wonderful  changes  have  taken 
place  in  our  affairs,  to  justify  this  great  increase 
of  the  Peace  Establishment?  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Simkins)  tells  us,  in- 
deed, that  our  frontiers  have  considerably  enlarged 
in  their  extent,  and  that  the  number  of  our  posts 
have  multiplied.  This  is  all  true,  and  I  will  an- 
swer the  gentleman  by  simply  asking  him,  have 
our  frontiers  enlarged  in  the  proportion  of  ten  to 
three,  and  have  our  posts  increased  in  the  same 
ratio  1  Surely  not.  We  are  at  peace  with  the 
savages,  with  the  world  ;  and  if  it  is  said  we  shall 
have  Florida  to  occupy,  I  will  answer  that  Mr. 
Jefferson,  with  his  three  thousand  men,  took  pos- 
session of,  and  occupied,  Louisiana,  a  country  of 
many  times  the  extent,  and  a  thousand  times  the 
value,  of  Florida,  and  that,  too,  where  there  was 
much  greater  disaffection  than  will  be  found  in 
Florida.  Then,  sir,  I  come  to  this  conclusion  :  if 
3,300  men  were  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  the 
country  in   1803,  surely  doubPe  that  number  will 
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answer  for  the  present  times.  By  fixing  the  Peace 
Establishment  at  six  thousand  men,  we  save  to  the 
nation  more  than  one  million  of  dollars  annually, 
and  send  to  the  plough  four  thousand  citizens! 
But  I  have  other,  and,  to  my  mind,  even  weightier 
reasonii  than  those  of  economy,  in  favor  of  re- 
ducing the  present  large  standing  army  of  the 
country. 

Sir,  in  the  early  davs  of  our  Government,  (and 
I  believe  the  time  will  come  when  those  days  will 
be  celebrated  by  historians,  and  sung  by  poets,  as 
the  golden  age  of  this  Republic,)  in  those  days  it 
was  held  that  standing  armies  were  dangerous  in 
times  of  peace  ;  not  dangerous,  as  some  gentlemen 
would  suppose  us  to  mean,  from  their  physical 
force,     ^o,  sir ;  we  are  not  so  timid  as  to  fear  that 
the  country  has  any  thing  to  apprehend  from  the 
swords  and  bayonets  of  the  army,  were  it  even 
much  larger  than  a  is  ;  but  dangerous  from  their 
moral  and  political  tendency  to  corruption.    My 
colleague,  who  has  gone  before  me  in  this  debate, 
basso  fully  shown  the  immoral  tendency  of  stand- 
ing armies,  that  I  shall  not  dwell  long  upon  this 
part  of  the  argument. 

Sir,  the  military  establi.shraent,  in  all  Govern- 
ments, and,  above  all,  in  our  Government,  is  es- 
sentially  different   from  the  civil   establishment. 
The  army  is  a  body  of  men  separated  and  removed  ! 
from  the  great  mass  o(  the  people.     They  are  gov-  ' 
erned  by  different  laws  and  upon  different  pnnci-  i 
pies.    Blind  obedience  to  the  will  of  their  officers 
is  their  only  principle.    On  the  part  of  the  soldier,  i 
ihjs  begets  a  spirit  of  servility  ;  on  the  part  of  the  I 
officer,   a   spirit    of   overbearing    tyranny—both  ' 
equally  averse  to  the  theory  and  practice  of  our  ! 
Government.     In   this   point  of  view,   standing  ' 
armies  are  great  evils  in  our  country,  and,  like  all  i 
other  evils  we  should  have  as  little  of  them  as 
possible.    The  absolute  necessity  of  the  case  should  i 
be  the  rule  by  which  to  regulate  the  size  of  the  ' 
army ;  if  we  can  garrison  our  pasts  with  6,000  ' 
men,  why  have  more  than  that  number?     I  say  i 
gamam  our  posts ;  for  the  idea  of  defending  the  I 
countnr  with  a  standing  army  is   preposterous,  j 
ihe  Constitution  never  contemplated  such  a  de- 
lence,  nor  did  it  ever  enter  into  the  heads  of  our 
political   forefathers.     The  militia    is  the   legiti-  ' 
mate,  the  Constitutional  defence  of  the  country  ' 
bir,  1  was  shocked  to  hear  the  gentleman  from  i 
Virgmia  (Mr.  Smyth)  deliver  the  sentiments  he  ' 
did  upon  this  subject.     If  ever  his  notions  of  the  ' 
militia  become  the  prevailing  ones  of  this  people,  ^ 
good  bye  to  your  Republican   institutions--thev  ' 
j^e  gone  forever.    But  his  argument  is  entirely  ! 
fallacious.    In  speaking  of  the   militia,   he  h^  : 
Ukeu  them,  as  they  were,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  all  the  extracts  that  he 
read  from  the  letters  of  Washington  and  others, 
describe  the  militia  as  they  then  were-withou 
order  or  previous  discipline.    This  is  unjust,  sir. 
We  should  consider  what  the  militia  are  cabbie 
Of  being  made,  and  not  what  they  were  before  we 
existed  as  a  nation— before  we  became  an  inde- 
pendent people.  This  is  the  light  in  which  Wash- 
IKOTON  viewed  the  militia  when  he  said,  »  The 
mUitia  may  be  trained  to  a  degree  of  energy  equa| 


'  to  every  military  exigency  of  the  United  States ;» 
and  Jefferson  says:  "  A  well  disciplined  militia  is 
'  our  best  reliance  in  peace,  and  for  the  first  mo- 
'  ments  in  war,  till  regulars  may  relieve  them." 

Bui,  sir,  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  have  been  so  fully  refuted  by  the  vener- 
able member  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Kustib,) 
that  I  shall  add  nothing  further  upon  that,  but 
proceed  to  another  part  of  the  question. 

Sir,  standing  armies  have  a  political  tendency 
subversive  of  the  principles  of  our  Government.    I 
lay  this  down  as  a  proposition — in  the  propor- 
tion in  which   a   Government  keeps  up  a  large 
military    establishment,   in   that  proportion   will 
the  Government  neglect  the  militia  of  the  coun- 
^7'     T*^^  '^   ^   proposition   which   the  history 
of  all  free   Governments  that   ever  existed  fully 
proves.     Let    but    a    Government,    let   but   the 
people,  once  place  their  reliance  on  standing  ar- 
mies for  defence  and  protection,  and  the  militia, 
as  a  natural,  as  a  certain  consequence,  will  fall 
into  neglect,  and  sink  into  disrepute.     It  is  plain 
that,  when  nothing  is  expected  from  them,  they 
will  expect  to  do  nothing.     Their  ability  is  dis- 
trusted, their  enterprise  is  gone.     Yes,  sir,  stand- 
ing armies  weaken  the  military  spirit  of  a  nation. 
If  any  illustration  of  this  principle  is  require   it 
can  be  furnished  from  English  history.    It  was  in 
the  reign  of  the  Second  James  that  a  standing 
army  was  first  established  in  that  country.     This 
monarch,  under  various  pretences,  formed  a  stand- 
ing  army  of  four  thousand   five   hundred    men. 
This  was   the  nucleus  of  the  English  standing 
army  ;  it  soon  grew  larger,  and  we  now  see  what 
It  IS  ;  and,  mark  it !  at  the  very  time  at  which  we 
date  the  origin  of  standing  armies  in  England  at 
that  very  time  we  may  also  date  the  decline  of 
the  mihtia ;  and,  sir,  it  is  a  striking  circumstance, 
that  the  very  same  arguments  used  by  James  and 
his  Ministry,  to  justify  their  armed  lorce  in  time 
of  peace,  are  now  urged  by  gentlemen  on  this  floor 
in  defence  of  the  present  establishment,  namely, 
that  the  militia  are  inefficient,  and  that  no  reli- 
ance can  be  placed  upon  them.     This,  then,  being 
the  practical  tendency  of  standing  armies,  I  ask,  if 
It  is  proper,  in  times  of  peace,  to  keep  up  a  single 
company  more  than  the  absolute  necessity  of  the 
country  demands  ? 

But,  sir,  I  |iave  another  objection  against  the 
j  P.^^^"^  Size  of  the  Peace  Establishment.  We 
should  never  enlarge  the  army  beyond  what  ne- 
cessity strictly  requires,  for  the  reason  that  it  in- 
creases the  patronage  of  the  Government ;  it  ex- 
tends the  influence  of  the  Executive  branch.  The 
patronage  of  this  Government,  I  admit,  is  small, 
compared  to  that  of  other  Governments,  but  yet 
Its  increase  is  alarming.  Look  at  the  progress  of 
patronage  in  this  Government  for  the  past  twelve 
years ;  turn  over  your  laws,  and  examine  them, 
and  It  will  be  found  that  not  a  year  has  gone  by, 
not  a  Congress  has  passed  over,  but  the  powers  of 
the  Executive  have  been  enlarged.  Indeed,  it 
would  seem  that  all  the  powers  of  the  Stat«  are 
I»ssing  into  the  hands  ol  Congress,  and  many  of 
the  powers  of  Congress  into  the  hands  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive.    The  army  adds  to  this  patronage.     The 
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President  is  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  ;  ' 
he  virtually  has  the  appointment  of  all  the  offi- 
cers ;  he,  at  pleasure,  has  the  power  of  removing 
them.  He  and  the  head  of  the  War  Defwrtment 
are  the  only  persons  seen  bv  the  army  ;  Congress 
is  never  seen,  until  first  fell  by  some  law.  ' 

Patronage  is  power.  See  what  it  does  in  Great  , 
Britain  ;  what  a  mighty  machine  in  the  hands  of : 
that  Government !  And,  whenever  corruption  ! 
dims  the  glory  of  our  institutions,  it  will  enter  in  ' 
at  the  door  of  patronage.  If,  then,  we  value  our  I 
republican  privileges,  guard  against  the  increase 
of  Executive  patronage. 

Again  :  I  will  advance  another  objection  against  j 
large  military  establishments.     To  keep  up  a  large  i 
army  necessarily  requires  to  have  at  the  head  of 
the  army  great  military  chieftains.     Now,  these 
chieftains,  commanding  the  army,  may  at  times 
have  the  power  to  involve  the  country  in  difficul- 
ties and  war.     The  chiefs  of  armies  are  generally 
men  of  great  influence  and  popularity  in  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  it  may  so  happen  that  they  them- 
selves may  not  only  violate  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  country,  but,  by  their  influence,  bring  ' 
the  Government  to  support  and  protect  them  in  I 
this  violation.     History  turnishes  examples  to  sup-  | 
port  this  view.     I  think  gentlemen  will  remember  [ 
what  happened  a  year  or  two  since,  when  our  ! 
army,  led  perhaps  by  the  military  science  so  much  | 
talked  of,  entered  into  a  neighboring  province,  not  ' 
only  without  orders,  but  plainly  contrary  to  or-  i 
ders,  and,  what  is  worse  than  all,  contrary  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  country.     I  need  not  recall  to 
the  minds  of  gentlemen  the  excitement  produced 
on   the  occasion,  not  only  in  this  House,  but  in 
many  parts  of  the  country. 

There  are  other  cases  in  point,  but  I  shall  only 
adduce  one  more  in  support  of  the  proposition  ; 
and  for  this  one  I  am  indebted  to  the  annals  of 
England — a  country  from  which  we  draw  so  many 
of  our  good  and  bad  examples.     Sir,  those  anywise 
conversant  with  English  history  will  remember 
ihe  long  wars  that  were  waged  by  that  nation 
against  the  Continent  during  the  reign  of  Q,ueen 
Anne.     It  is  noW  known  that  these  wars  might 
have  been  terminated  long  before  they  were,  but 
for  the  intrigues  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  British  forces.     Peace  would  at  once  have  de- 
prived him  of  his  emoluments,  and  cut  short  his 
career  of  glory.     He  determined,  therefore,  to  con- 
tinue the  war,  though  the  treasures  and  blood  of 
his  country  might  flow  in  torrents.     This  com- 
mander, sir,  was  the  great  Duke  of  Marlborough. 
But  this  is  not  all.     The  chiefs  of  the  army  are 
always  apt  to  take  a  part  in  the  civil  disputes  of 
the  country;  and  let  it  be  remembered  that  the 
soldiery  always  take  the  side  espoused  by  their 
commanders.     Sir,  how  many  civil  disputes  have 
been  decided  by  the  army  ?     In  England,  we  see 
Cromwell,  with  a  force  not  three  times  as  large  as 


our  present  army,  drive  the  Parliament  out  of 
doors,  overturn  the  Constitution,  and  set  himself 
quietly  on  the  throne.  We  see  Gustavus,  of  Swe- 
den, with  a  less  army  than  ours,  subvert  the  Con- 
stitution, and  establish  a  new  order  of  things. 
And,  sir,  how  long  is  it  since  a  handful  of  guards 


in  Russia  murdered  their  King,  and  made  Catha- 
rine their  Empress  ?  In  short,  look  to  the  seat  of 
an  ancient  Republic,  the  master  State  of  the  world, 
and  say,  from  Csesar  down,  how  many  Emperors 
were  made,  how  many  destroyed,  by  the  prstorian 
bands — the  standing  army  of  Rome?  All  this 
shows  what  may  be  expected  of  standing  armies, 
what  they  have  done,  and  always  will  do. 

I  will  now  briefly  consider  some  of  the  argu- 
ments advanced  in  favor  of  keeping  up  the  pres- 
ent establishment. 

First,  it  is  said  to  be  necessary  to  preserve  the 
present  Army  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  alive  the 
military  science  of  the  country.  This  is  a  favorite 
argument  of  gentlemen,  and.  I  fear,  we,  who  doubt 
its  ^reat  force,  subject  ourselves  to  the  imputation 
of  ignorance  and  illiberality.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
I  rejoice  that  we  do  not  live  under  a  military  gor- 
ernment,  and  that  it  is  not  our  interest  to  have  a 
great  deal  of  this  military  science.  The  best 
method,  in  my  humble  judgment,  to  preserve  this 
science,  is  to  difi'use  it  among  the  militia.  Organize 
them  ;  look  to  their  discipline ;  put  arms  in  their 
hands,  and  let  them  see  that  the  country  relies  on 
them  for  defence.  Do  this,  sir,  and  when  the 
voice  of  the  country  calls,  it  will  be  heard.  When 
military  spirits  are  wanting,  they  will  arise— 
they  will  spring  from  every  corner  of  the  country. 
Sir,  I  would  ask,  whence  came  your  best  Generals 
in  the  late  war  ? — your  Jackson  and  your  Brown  ? 
They  were  not  educated  in  a  standing  army ;  they 
issued  from  the  walks  of  civil  life;  and,  it  is  wor- 
thy of  remark,  that  the  first  laurels  that  crowned 
their  brows  were  won  with  the  bayonets  of  the 
militia. 

Sir,  the  Secretary  of  War  has  laid  before  us  a 
very  able  defence  of  the   present  establishment. 
He  certainly  has  placed  the  subject  in  its  strongest 
lights.     But,  it  appears  to  me,  before  we  yield  to 
the  full  extent  of  nis  reasoning,  we  must  admit 
two  hypotheses — first,  that  war  is  not  distant;  and, 
secondly,  that  when  it  does  come,  it  will  come 
upon  us  suddenly.     Now  I  apprehend  that  neither 
of  these  suppositions  should  be  taken  for  granted. 
We  see  no  immediate  prospect  of  war ;  our  poli- 
tical horizon  is  without  a  speck;  the  only  little 
cloud  that  appeared  in  it,  has  been  swept  away  by 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty.     And,  in  the  next 
place,  whenever  war  does  come,  it  will  not  come 
upon  the  nation  suddenly.     In  other  Governments, 
where  the  war-making  power  is  lodged   in  the 
hands  of  kings  and  ministers,  war  maybe  declared 
unexpectedly  to  the  country;  but  here  there  must 
first  be  a  sufficient  cause  of  war ;  negotiation  must 
fail ;  the  whole  nation  must  see  and  feel  the  neces- 
sity of  war ;  and  surely  in  this  time  a  wise  Gov- 
ernment and  prudent  Congress  will  have  sufficient 
time  to  make  ample  preparations.     There  are  two 
things  that  this  Government  will  never  do,  until 
impelled  to  them  by  the  public  sense :  to  declare 
war,  and  to  impose  taxes. 

Sir,  I  have  always  thought,  that  one  of  the  best 
features  in  our  Government  is  its  unfitness  for 
war ;  this  very  unfitness  for  belligerent  operations 
will  save  the  country  from  many  wars  and  pre- 
serve much  blood  and  treasure.     It  cannot  be  de- 
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nied  that  a  nation,  combining  the  political  facili- 
ties of  war,  is  much  easier  propelled  to  that  state 
than  one  not  calculated  to  carry  on  wars.     It  is 
with  Grovernments  as  it  is  with  individuals — give 
them  power,  and  they  will  soon  find  pretences  for 
the  exercise  of  that  power.     Frederick  of  Prussia 
has  furnished  us  an  illustration  in  point;  he  can- 
didly avows  that  one  of  his  leading  inducements 
for  declaring  war  against  Maria  Theresa,  was  the 
martial  appearance  of  his  fine  army — for,  said  he, 
"I  had  a  mmd  to  play  upon  the  instrument  which 
I  found  in  such  excellent  tune."    This  King  has 
written  another  sentiment,  that  should  be  well  re- 
membered by  every  member  of  this  House;  which 
should  be  inscribed    in  glaring   letters  over  the 
doors  of  the  War  Office,   "Great  armies  render 
governments  enterprising,  but  they  make  the  peo- 
ple slaves." 

But,  as  an  argument  to  preserve  the  present 
Army,  gentlemen  have  attributed  all  the  disasters 
of  the  late  war  to  the  reduction  of  the  Peace  Es- 
tablishment in  1802.     This  is  a  view  of  the  sub- 
ject to  which  I  will  not  consent.     I  deny  that  the 
reduction  of  the  army  in   1802  was  the  cause  of 
these  disasters.     There  are  plainer  causes,  some  of 
which    I  will   name.     First,  a  want  of  correct 
knowledge  of  the  resources  of  the  enemy,  and  of 
the  difficulties  of  the  enterprise  against  Canada. 
The  Congress  declaring  the  war,  if  we  judge  from 
their  speeches,    thought  the  capture  of  Canada  , 
would  be  a  mere  frolic;  that  a  few  regiments  of ' 
miJitia  would   take  it  in  six  weeks;  in   fact   so' 
misinformed  were  they  of  the  dispositions  of 'the  ■ 
Canadians,  and  the  resources  of  the  enemy  there  , 
as  to  make  disappointment  and  discomfiture  inevi- ; 
table.  I 

A  second  cause  of  these  disasters,  was  owing  to  ■ 
treachery,  or  something  very  like  it,  in  the  com- ' 
raander  that  moved  the  first  army  towards  Canada. 
Ihis  failure  set  the  current  of  fortune  a<rainst  us 
and  at  once  gave  confidence  to  the  enemy,  and 
cause  of  accusation  to  the  opposition  amon<r  our- 
selves. ° 

Bui,  sir,  the  great  cause  of  the  disasters  of  the 
late  war  was  the  want  of  union  among  ourselves- 
m  our  councils,  in  the  nation.  A  formidable 
minority  in  the  country  doubted  the  justice  and 
propneiy  of  the  war;  and  they  used  every  means 
to  shackle  the  powers  and  energies  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  to  prevent  its  prosecution.  No  war  or 
great  enterprise  can  ever  be  successfully  conducted 
by  this  Government  when  the  nation  is  divided 
among  themselves.  Disunion  paralyzes  all  our 
energies  To  prove  that  this  was 'the  fruitfu 
source  of  the  disasters  of  the  late  war,  we  have 

\n\it  i°^^'°  'k'  '^T'  ^^^^^  »hey  occurred 
In  the  South,  where  there  was  no  difference  of 
opinion  among  the  people  as  to  the  propriety  of 
f-^V'T'  fa''ures  were  few.  From  the  woods 
of  Talladega  to  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  success 
and  victory  crowned  our  arms.  But  come  here 
m  the  very  focus  of  discord  ;  go  to  the  North' 
where  treason  stalked  abroad,  and  you  see  defeat 
and  disgrace  rise  up  before  you  at  every  turn 

And,  sir,  another  cause  o\  our  failures  was  the 
treason  of  our  citizens  on  the  frontier,  who  gave 


"r> 


!  every  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy,  as  well  as 
■  speedy  information  of  all  our  movements.  Among 
these  may  be  placed  the  blue-light  traitors.  And, 
let  me  not  forget  another  class,  who  by  their  con- 
;  duct  shackled  our  efforts  and  gave  hopes  to  the 
enemy.  I  mean,  sir,  that  class  of  politicians  who, 
about  the  close  of  the  war,  concentrated  in  the 
Hartford  Convention ;  a  set  of  men  that  should 
never  be  forgotten ;  on  whom  should  fall  the  last- 
ing imprecations  of  posterity ;  on  whom  should 
rest  "the  curses  of  hate,  and  his.ses  of  scorn"  of  all 
who  love  their  country.  These,  sir,  are  the  causes 
of  the  disasters  of  the  late  war,  and  not  as  gentle- 
men would  suppose  the  reduction  of  the  Army  in 
1802,  or  its  bad  organization  in  1808. 

Again,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has 
called  in,  as  an  argument,  the  examples  and  situ- 
ation of  Europe;  that  our  Army  is  nothing  com- 
pared to  the  establishments  of  the  Governments  of 
,  Europe.  Sir,  I  deny  that  the  examples  of  Europe 
in  this  particular,  should  have  any  influence  upon 
us ;  because  there  is  no  .similarity  in  our  situation 
and  that  of  any  Government  in  Europe. 

The  Governments   of  Europe   keep   up   large 

I  standing  armies  for  two  purposes.     First,  to  keep 

down  their  own  subjects.     What  but  a  standing 

I  army  prevents  the  people  of  England  from  reform- 

j  ing  the  abuses  of  their  Government  ?     What  but 

a  standing  army  keeps  Louis  XVIII  on  the  throne 

I  of  France?     All  the  legitimates  are  supported  on 

j  their  thrones  but  by  the  bayonets  of  their  armies. 

,  But  this  IS  not  the  case  in  our  blessed   land.     Our 

rulers  hold  their  seats  by  the  free  suffrages  of  the 

people,  and  no  army  is  necessary  to  keep  down 

the  people. 

In  the  second  place,  the  Governments  of  Europe 
keep  up  large  standing  armies  to  repel  foreign  in- 
vasion.    Every  kingdom  in  Europe  has  powerful 
neighbors,  separated  only  by  a  river,  a  hill,  or  an 
ideal  line.     They  have   reason  to  look  at  each 
other  with  distrust  and  suspicion,  and  wisdom  and 
past  experience  warns  them  always  to  be  ready. 
Take  for  example  the  king;dom  of  Prussia,  with 
the  immense  front  of  Russia  pressing  on  one  side 
of  her  frontier,  France  looking  over  on  another 
and  the  German  empire  on  a  third,  her  natural 
attitude  is  that  of  defence,  and  her  only  defence  is 
a  standing  army.     She  must  keep  up  a  strong 
military  force  because  her  neighbors  do  so.     The 
same  may  be  said  of  all  the  other  Governments  of 
Europe,  for  in  reality  that  continent  presents  rather 
the  appearances  of  war  than   of  peace.     This  is 
not  our  case ;  we  have  no  fears  of  sudden  invasion. 
If  we  pursue  the  true  American   policy,  keeping 
clear  of  all  foreign  entanglements,  we  will  require 
no  standing  armies  to  defend  us  from  invasion. 
But  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  says  we 
know  Dot  how  soon  our  foreign  commerce  may  be 
cut  up.     Admit,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  it 
IS  cut  up  to  morrow,  and  I  should  like  to  learn 
from  him  how  he  proposes  to  defend  our  foreign 
commerce  with  a  standing  army.     Our  commerce 
IS  on  the  ocean,  and  if  any  enemy  strikes  at  it  on 
that  element,  how  will  you  reach   him   on   the 
mountain  wave  ?     Surely  not  with  the  Army,  but 
with  our  glorious   little  Navy.      And   here,   by 
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the  way,  permit  me  to  observe,  that  the  Navy  is 
our  proper  and  only  efficient  defence  against  at- 
tacks from  abroad ;  and  I,  for  one,  will  not  con- 
sent to  touch  even  a  cockboat  of  the  Navy,  if,  by 
doing  so,  we  weaken  the  force  of  that  defence. 
Sir,  while  your  soldiers  are  demoralizing  in  camp, 
the  tars  of  the  Navy  are  exercised  on  the  rough 
bosom  of  the  ocean,  and  purified  by  the  winds  of 
Heaven. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  already  detained  you 
longer  than  I  could  have  wished,  but,  before  I  sit 
down,  I  must  express  my  dissent  from  some  of  the 
remarks  of  my  coadjutor  and  colleague,  (Mr.  Wil- 
liams.) Although  I  do  not  entirely  agree  with 
the  results  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
yet  I  cannot  by  any  means  think  of  that  report  as 
lightly,  and  with  the  same  feelings,  as  does  my 
colleague.  On  the  contrary,  it  seems  to  me  that 
his  strictures  were  very  illy  bestowed.  The  re- 
port, in  my  humble  opinion,  is  not  only  highly 
creditable  to  the  distincfuished  gentlemen  that  pro- 
duced it,  but  it  is  the  ablest  defence  of  the  present 
establishment  that  I  have  seen,  or  expect  to  hear 
in  this  House.  As  for  the  lameness  of  any  figures 
of  speech  used  by  the  Secretary  to  illustrate  his 
reasoning,  I  profess  no  skill  in  that  way,  nor  do  I 
think  that  this  floor  is  a  proper  place  for  exhibi- 
tions in  the  art  of  hypercriticism.  Notwithstand- 
ing I  cannot  agree  with  the  opinion  of  the  Secre- 
tary, as  regards  the  proper  organization  of  the 
Peace  Establishment,  I  am  impelled  by  feelings  of 
justice  to  say,  that  his  course,  on  this  occasion,  as 
in  the  whole  of  his  political  career,  so  far  as  I  am 
capable  of  judging,  has  been  that  of  the  fearless 
politician  and  the  enlightened  statesman.  How 
does  the  case  stand  ?  We  called  upon  him  for  a 
report  upon  the  subject  of  reducing  the  Array,  and 
he  has  frankly  given  us  his  best  lights  and  ablest 
views.  Because  we  differ  from  him  in  opinion, 
would  it  be  just  in  him  to  accuse  us  of  motives 
other  than  those  for  the  public  good?  Because  he 
differs  from  us,  what  right  have  we  to  suspect  his 
motives  to  be  less  pure  than  our  own?  Sir,  it  is 
uncharitable.  He  cannot  possibly  have  any  selfish 
views ;  the  reduction  of  the  Army  can  neither  take 
from  his  scanty  emoluments  or  lessen  his  honors. 
He  can  have  no  other  feelings  on  the  occasion  than 
those  of  a  public  man.  I  then,  sir,  extremely  re- 
gret that  my  worthy  colleague  should  have  be- 
trayed so  much  feeling  in  the  course  of  his  speech. 
I  regret  it  on  two  accounts:  First,  because  it  lessens 
the  merits  of  the  speech  itself,  in  other  respects 
very  able;  and,  secondly,  it  gives  to  the  world, 
always  too  censorious,  some  grounds  to  attribute 
his  conduct,  on  this  occasion,  to  other  motives  than 
those  for  the  public  good. 

However  we  may  differ  from  one  another,  or 
from  the  Executive,  on  any  occasions,  surely  cour- 
tesy, if  nothing  else,  should  make  us  assign  to 
them  motives  as  pure  and  as  disinterested  as  our 
own. 

When  Mr.  Fisher  concluded — 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  made  some  explana- 
tory remarks,  and  Mr.  Baldwin  spoke  at  large 
against  the  bill. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Thursday,  January  11. 

Mr.  Lowndes  pM^nted  three  memorials  of  the 
Senate  and  House'f  Representatives  of  Missouri  j 
one  praying  that  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  may 
be  permitted  to  apply  the  payments  already  made 
to  such  of  their  entries  as  the  said  payments  will 
cover  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  relinquishing  the 
residue  of  the  land  to  the  United  States  ;  another, 
praying  that  persons  entitled  to  the  right  of  pre- 
emption, in  the  purchase  of  public  lands,  may  be 
permitted  to  itaake  payments  for  said  lands  within 
the  times  heretofore  prescribed  by  law,  or  prompt 
payment,  at  the  option  of  the  person  holding  such 
pre-emption  right ;  the  other  praying  that  the 
right  of  pre-emption,  in  the  purchase  of  public 
lands,  may  be  extended  to  certain  settlers  therein 
prescribed ;  which  memorials  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reviv- 
ing and  continuing  in  force,  lor  a  limited  time, 
so  much  of  an  act,  the  provisions  of  which  par- 
tially expired  on  the  1st  day  of  November,  1819,  en- 
titled "An  act  regulating  the  currency  within  the 
United  States,  of  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  Portugal,  and  Spain,  and  the  crowns  of 
France, and  five  franc  pieces,"  as  relates  to  the  gold 
coins  of  these  countries  ;  and  Mr.  Waitman,  Mr. 
SiLSBEE,  Mr.  Street,  Mr.  Rogers,  and  Mr. 
Lowndes,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Tracy  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day  for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  transmit  to  this  House  a  statement,  showing  the 
amount  and  value  of  goods  (estimated  at  cost)  on 
hand,  hy  the  last  return,  at  the  different  Indian  trad- 
ing houses,  and  at  the  depot  in  Georgetown,  desig- 
nating the  amount  at  each  place. 

Mr.  Cobb  submitted  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  limiting 
by  law  the  number  of  able  seamen,  ordinary  seamen, 
and  boys,  to  be  annually  employed  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States ;  and  also  into  the  expediency  of 
reducing  the  number  now  in  actual  service. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  reducing  the  pensions  now  allowed  under  the  acta 
of  Congress,  to  certain  persons  in  the  land  and  naval 
service  of  the  United  States,  on  continental  establish- 
ment, during  the  Revolutionary  war ;  [so  that  hereaf- 
ter  the  pension  allowed  to  each  officer  shall  be  twelve 
dollars  per  month,  and  to  the  privates  five  dollars  per 
month.] 

The  first  of  these  resolutions  was  agreed  to  with- 
out a  division. 

The  second  met  with  great  objection ;  in  con- 
sequence of  which  Mr.  Cobb  modified  it  so  as  to 
make  the  inquiry  general,  by  erasing  the  words  in 
brackets. 

On  the  resolution  thus  modified,  there  were 
ayes  53,  noes  59.  So  the  resolution  was  not 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  said  that,  as, 
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by  the  notice  given  yesterday,*  by  a  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  the  condition  was  realized 
upon  which  alone,  according  to  his  former  declara- 
tion, he  should  refrain  from  calling  up  his  motion, 
he  should  not  repeat  that  call  until  after  Monday 
next,  the  day  named  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts for  calling  up  his  resolution. 

Mr.  Jackson  submitted  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution  : 

Besoivedj  That  the  Committee  on  the  Poet  Office  and 
Poat  Roada  be  matructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediencj 
of  Buthorizinf  contractora  for  tranaporting  the  United 
States  mail  to  frank  way-letlere  addressed  to  their 
mail  carriers. 


Janoarv,  1821. 


The  question  being  taken  on  agreeing  thereto, 
without  remark,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative 
without  a  division. 

REDUCTION  OF  THE  ARMY. 

The  House  having  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  reduction  of 
the  Mihtary  Peace  Establishment  was  resumed 

Mr.  Cannon  said,  the  subject  under  discussion 
was  one  of  great  importance,  as  it  involved  in  its 
consideration,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  the  pol- 
icy and  prmciples  of  our  Government,  which,  he 
suppo^d  It  would  be  granted  on  all  sides,  was 
formed  by  the  people  for  their  own  safety  and  ben- 
efit;  therefore,  it  never  could  have  beenmtended 
by  those  engaged  in  its  original  formation,  to  ele- 
vate too  high  those  officers  who  were  or  miffht 
be  at  any  time  engaged  in  its  administration,  its 
armies,  or  any  where  else;  nor  did  he  believe  it 
was  mtended  to  depress  the  people  who  bear  all  its 
burdens  too  low ;  and  whUe  he  ttought  a  sufficient 
compensation  ought  at  all  timeslo  be  allowed 
those  we  retain  in  our  employment,  we  should  at 

^T'^vT^  ^r  S^'''^^^?^'^^^  paying  them  too 
high      Either  of  the  extremes  should  be  avoided 

U.J.'l?'  '"^  °!.^^[  '^'^  °^^  ^'°»i^ar  'mature,  there 
IS  a  medium  which  it  ,s  proper  we  should  observe. 

vprii?  ^^y"'!,"^^^^  "^^  must  recollect,  does  not 
L  th^^"^  to  those  engaged  in  its  administration, 
or  those  employed  in  its  army,  or  any  where  else  •  i 
^IZ^l'  I'  '"^  -^"^inisterid  for  th^eir  exclu   ve  ' 
benefit,  but  with  a  view  to  the  general  good  of  the 
th.^""""''^  Jt  large.     When  adminisfered  with 
tLT^  "  ^^^  ^.°'  *^^  ^«  ^«d  no  doubt  Tver 
won  d  continue  to  be  considered  a  great  blessing 
by  all  who  enjoy  its  benefits.   Yet  should  a  c^n^^e 

Jl.  J  "'  ^°^  "  '^°"'^  ^  administered  with  dff- 
ferent  views,  to  gratify  the  thirst  for  power  or  arn- 
bttion  of  those  to  whom  power  is  given  i^m^v 

nTw^ii?  '^^"^"  ^^"--  -  ^^  --S 

He  said  it  would  be  found,  by  reference  to  thp 
Constitution,  that,  to  the  different  depar  Lnts  of 
Government  it  has  given  certain  powers  and  ^ 

\f!  V""  «f«rence  is  to  a  notice,  yesterday  given  bv  I 
Mr.  EcsTis,  that  on  Monday  next  he  shouldmo* "  fo^ 
the  consideration  of  his  re«,lution  for  the  ad  minion  ' 
of  M.«,oun  into  the  Union,  conditionally  th.ThTex    1 
B:  o7:>.o:: ""'^"'°°  ^- ^''"^  co^ncemingf^e  | 


this  body  certain  powers  also,  which,  if  properly 
exercised,  would  at  all  times  be  found  to  be  amDiv 
sufficient  to  control  the  great  measures  of  policy 
of  this  nation ;  and  this  power  he  believed,  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  House  of  Representatives  inde- 
pendently to  exercise.     But  the  question  now  is 
how  are  we  to  do  this  ?    He  agreed  with  the  een- 
tlemen  who  opposed  the  reduction  of  the  Amy 
that,  while  acting  under  this  power,  amongst  other 
things  It  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  prepare  for  war  • 
also,  that  this  preparation  should  be  made  during 
^  *^**^  °^  P*^<^«-     fi"t  he  difi-ered  with  them  as  r^ 
gards  the  manner  in  which  we  are  to  make  this 
important  and  neces.sary  preparation.     They  con- 
tend that  we  must  prepare  for  war  by  keepinc  up 
a  large  regular  army  during  a  state  of  pice     I 
contend  that  we  should  prepare  for  war  by  arm- 
ing,  organizing,   and   diffusing   military   science 
ani^ng  the  great  body  of  the  people-the  militia. 

1  o  which  of  these  kinds  of*  force,  then,  shall  we 
turn  our  attention  for  safety  and  protection  when 
war  comes?    For  it  will  be  conceded  on  all  sides 
that  we  are  now  enjoying  a  state  of  profound 
peace,  without  the  least  prospect  of  war  from  any 
quarter  whatever.     Yet,  in  one  way  or  the  other, 
we  must  be  prepared  for  war.     Between  the  two 
modes  of  preparation  that  have  been  alluded  to 
It  seemed  to  him  no  one  with  a  knowledge  of  the 
principles  and  nature  of  our  Government  could 
hesitate.     Our  attention   has  been   drawn,   with 
great  force  and  ingenuity,  to  the  regular  Army,  by 
the  Secretary  of  War,  whose  report  contains  a 
very  able  argument  on  this  important  question, 
which  he  would  presently  notice  more  fully.     It 
had,  however,  fell  very  far  short  of  convincing  him 
I    K     .°."[  ™*"'  reliance  for  defence,  in  time  of  war 
should  be  on  a  regular  array  in  preference  to  the 
{  miJitia.     This  was  a  doctrine  in  which  he  could 
;  not  be  made  to  believe.     He,  however,  here  took 
occa.sion  to  say,  that  no  financial  difficulties  or 
deficiency  in  the  revenues  of  the  country  had,  in 
the  language  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  f  Mr 
CoBB,)J  forced"  him  into  the  opinions  he^now  «[: 
tertamed  on  this  subject;  they  were  opinions  he 
had  always  entertained,  and  had  indicated  them 
to  the  House  on  more  than  one  occasion  since  the 
termination  of  the  late  war.     The  question  was 
not,  nor  had  it  ever  been  with  him,  how  large  a 
regular  army  can  we  support  during  peace  ?    The 
I  true  question  he  thought,  was,  wha"  \s  the  small- 
,  est  number  of  a  regular  army  that  can  be  made  to 
I  answer  the  purposes  of  the  country  in  a  state  of 

I  Kl^  ^'.  ""  ^""''^  '^^'  '^y  ^"°y  that  can 
'  be  mamtained  in  peace  will  not  answer  our  pur- 

i;?rj''  'ffi'  °^  '^''  ,  ""  ^'^^".^ht,  then,  thkt  a 
number  sufficient  to  take  care  of^the  pub  ic  arms 
and  munitions  of  war,  when  deposited  in  as  few 
forts  as  was  practicable,  and  convenient  for  distri- 
bution in  the  event  of  war  taking  place,  was  the 
proper  number  to  be  retained  in  service  in  peace, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  duty  might  be  per- 
formed by  a  inuch  smaller  number  thaS  that  Re- 
posed by  the  bill  under  discussion.  He  thoi^ht 
we  had,  m  some  degree,  been  led  into  an  error  by 
the  prosperity  of  the  Treasury  immediately  after 
the  late  war.     We  have  not  had  a  proper  regard 
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(in  fixing  the  Military  Establishments  of  our  coun- 
try, consisting  of  our  Army,  Navy,  and  military 
fortifications)  to  such  times  as  we  now  experience ; 
he  believed  we  ought  to  endeavor  to  guard  against 
fluctuations  in  public  opinion,  in  regard  to  those 
establishments.  This,  he  thought,  could  be  done 
to  a  considerable  extent,  by  limiting  those  expen- 
ditures in  the  same  way  as  though  the  money  ap- 
propriated was  taken  directly  from  the  people  by 
taxes. 

Had  this  been  done  heretofore  it  would  have 
prevented  us  from  running  into  many  useless  ex- 
penditures. The  whole  expenses  of  Government, 
especially  during  peace,  should  be  regulated  by  the 
principle  he  had  just  laid  down  ;  then  we  should 
not  be  making  so  many  changes  m  our  policy ; 
for,  as  long  as  the  people  retain  their  attachment 
to  the  CJovernraent,  they  will  willingly  contribute 
as  nauch  as  is  really  and  indispensably  necessary 
for  its  support  either  during  a  slate  of  peace  or 
war.  It  has  been  contended  that  we  mu.st  not  re- 
duce the  Army  because  the  situation  of  the  officers 
disbanded  would  be  worse  than  at  present ;  but,  he 
said,  it  niu.st  be  remembered  that  the  Grovernment 
has  the  right  to  call  into  its  service  the  whole  pop- 
ulation of  the  country  should  it  become  necessary  ; 
it  also  had  the  right  to  dismiss  from  service  when- 
ever It  was  thought  that  their  services  could  be 
dispensed  with  ;  this  was  done  with  privates,  and 
he  could  see  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  done 
also  with  officers.  Whether  their  condition  will 
be  made  better  or  worse  by  their  being  dismissed 
from  service,  he  thought  was  not  a  proper  inquiry  ; 


for  his  part,  he  said,  he  would  suppose,  until  ...^ 
contrary  should  appear,  that  those  who  had  re- 
ceived so  mucli  of  the  favor  of  the  Government  as 
to  be  made  officers,  and  retained  so  long  on  the 
Peace  Esublishment,  possessed  as  much  patriotism 
as  the  common  people  of  the  country,  who  had 
never  murmured  at  being  disbanded  from  your  ser- 
vice, but  rejoiced  that  the  situation  of  the  country 
was  such  as  to  require  their  services  no  longer ; 
and  such,  he  thought,  must  be  the  feelings  of  the 
patriotic  officer  of  the  regular  army,  on  being  dis- 
missed from  service;  he  would,  like  the  honest 
and  patriotic  citizen,  rejoice  that  the  condition  of 
his  country  was  such  as  to  enable  the  Government 
to  dispense  with  his  .services  ;  though,  should  there 
be  found  some  to  complain,  yet  we  should  look  to 
the  great  interest  of  the  country  in  preference  to 
the  few,  or,  indeed,  the  many,  that  are  officers,  or 
holding  appointments.  In  the  view  he  had  here 
taken  of  the  subject  of  reducing  the  Army,  he 
begged  leave  to  state  that  his  opinions  were  not  in- 
fluenced by  any  feelings  or  motives  of  personal 
dislike,  or  personal  favor,  or  partiality,  toward  any 
iiidividual  holding  a  commission  in  it;  or  any  in- 
dividual in  any  way  employed  in  the  administra- 
tion of  our  Government.  Such  feelings  and  such 
motives  he  might  claim  the  right  to  indulge  in  pri- 
vate life ;  but  he  denied  himself  the  right  to  indulge 
or  be  influenced  by  them  in  public  life.  He  was  un- 
conscious of  the  influence  of  any  such  feelings  on 
any  part  of  his  course  in  public ;  and  he  hoped  he 
always  should  remain  so  while  acting,  not  only  as 
the  representative  of  a  part  of  the  people  of  the 


State  he  had  the  honor  to  reside  in,  but  as  the  rep- 
resentative, also,  of  the  whole  people  of  the  United 
States.  He  trusted  his  opinions  had,  at  all  times, 
and  on  all  subjects,  whether  correct  or  incorrect, 
been  influenced  by  higher  and  better  motives ;  for 
he,  at  least,  endeavored  to  look  while  acting  .as 
a  statesman  to  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  his 
couiitrv ;  and,  while  he  did  not  profess  to  have  less 
sensibility  in  regard  to  reflections  that  were  made 
on  his  public  conduct  than  other  men  ;  yet,  neither 
the  humorous  play  of  newspaper  scribblers  or  edi- 
tors, their  satire,  nor  the  severest  censure  that  can 
be  vented  bv  their  spleen,  ever  has,  and,  he  hoped, 
never  would,  prevent  him  from  the  attempt,  at 
least,  to  discharge  what  he  might  believe  to  be  his 
duty,  on  this  floor  or  elsewhere. 

He  said,  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Cuth- 
bert)  had  caUed  our  attention  to  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War ;  and  says,  the  arguments  con- 
tained in  it  have  not  been  met  or  answered  by  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Williams,) 
that  the  Secretary  looks  to  a  state  of  war,  while  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  looked  to  a  state 
of  peace  ;  and  thegentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr. 
Smith,)  has  told  us  that  this  report  contains  sound 
political  principles.  [The  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land explained.]  He  assured  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  he  felt  no  wish  to  misunderstand  him, 
and  he  was  glad  now  to  find  the  gentleman  and 
himself  did  notdiflfer  so  widely  as  he  had  supposed 
However,  he  said,  he  thought  it  necessary  to  ex- 
amine some  of  the  doctrines  contained  in  the 
report.  The  Secretary  of  War  has  told  us  that, 
"however  remote  our  situation  from  the  great 
'  Powers  of  the  world,  and  however  pacific  our 

*  policy,  we  are,  notwithstanding,  liable  to  be  in- 

*  volved  in  war ;  and  to  resist,  with  success,  itsca- 

*  lamitiesand  dangers,  a  standing  army  in  peace,  in 
'  the  present  improved  state  of  the  military  science, 
'  is  an  indispensable  preparation.     The  opposite 

*  opinion  cannot  beadopted  without  putting  to  haz- 
'  ard  the  independence  and  safety  of  the  country." 
Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  C,  I  would  be  as  far  from  doing 
any  thing  that  would  put  to  hazard  the  independence 
of  my  country  as  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  as  any 
other  individual  in  the  community,  but,  that  a 
standing  army  is  indispensably  necessary  for  the 
safety  of  the  country,  I  cannot  agree.  At  the  same 
time  I  am  willing  to  retain  as  much  of  this  army, 
in  time  of  peace,  as  is  necessary  to  occupy  as  many 
of  our  forts  or  garrisons  as  may  be  necessary  to 
take  care  of  our  public  arms  and  munitions  of  war. 
But  I  would  not  look  to  this  army  to  preserve  the 
independence  of  our  country ;  for  this,  sir,  I  shall 
look  to  the  great  body  of  the  people,  the  militia. 
I  consider  this  to  be  the  only  safe  reliance  for  the 
preserving  of  our  liberties.  Again,  the  Secretary 
of  War,  speaking  of  the  organization  of  the  army, 
&c.,  has  told  us,  "  it  is  thus  only  that  we  can  be 

'  in  a  condition  to  meet  the  first  shocks  of  hostilities 
'  with  unyielding  firmness,  and  to  press  on  an  enemy 
'  while  our  resources  are  yet  unexhausted."  He 
thought  the  experience  of  the  late  war  had  proved 
that  a  regular  army  could  not  be  so  fully  relied 
on  in  the  first  outset  of  a  war  ;  for,  in  the  com- 
mencement of  the  last  war  this  kind  of  force  had 
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been  relied  on  to  no  good  purpose.     We  were  not 
successful  until  the  citizens  of  the  country  were 
called  into  action.     We  are  also  told,  from  the 
same  source,  that,  '*  to  give  to  the  officers  of  the 
'  army  the  necessary  skill  and  acquirements,  the 
^  Military  Academy  is  an  invaluable  part  of  our 
'  establishment;  but  that  alone  will  be  inadequate." 
The  conclusion  of  this  sentence  I  have  no  doubt 
is  correct.     It  will  be  inadequate  to  fill  your  army 
with  military  science.     1  am,  however,  opposed  to 
maintaining  this  Military  Academy  at  public  ex- 
pense, because  it  is  repugnant  to  every  principle  of 
equality,  and  fixes  a  system  of  favoritism  contrary 
to  the  principle  of  a  free  Government.     He  shou  Id 
not,  however,  discuss  the  merits  of  this  institution 
now,  as  he  intended  to  say  more  about  it  at  some 
future  time.     Again,  we  are  told  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  that  "  the  number  of  resignations  has  been 
'  very  great,  of  which,  many  are  among  the  most 
'  valuable  officers.     Should  the  number  of  Gene- 
'  rals  be  reduced,  the  motive  for  entering  or  con- 
'  tinuing  in  service  must  also  be  greatly  reduced ; 
*  for,  like  the  high  prizes  in  a  lottery,  though  they  can 
'  be  obtained  by  a  few  only,  yet  tney  operate  on  all 
'  those  who  adventure."    Here  it  seems  to  be  rather 
admitted  that  it  is  not  patriotism  that  retains  these 
officers  in  your  service,  but  rather  the  hope  and 
prospect  of  future  promotion.     Again,  we  are  told, 
that  "no  Government  can,  in  the  present  improved 
'  state  of  military  science,  neglect  with  impunity 
'  to  instruct  a  sufficient  number  of  its  citizens  m 
'  a  science  indispensable  to  its  independence  and 
'  safety."     It  seems,  said  Mr.  C,  from  the  whole 
of  this  report,  that  our  attention  is  directed  to  the 
regular  army  for  the  safety  of  our  independence 
and  the  protection  of  our  liberties.     He  said,  for 
his  own  part,  he  could  not  hold  with  such  doc- 
trine, let  it  come  from  whatever  quarter  it  might ; 
but   when  such  doctrines  were   urged  upon    the 
House  from  such  a  source,  and  with  so  much  force 
and  ability,  he  confessed  he  almost  felt  alarmed 
for  the  liberties  of  hiscountry.    We  must  not  make 
the  regular  Army   our   principal  reliance.     Our 
Army  and  Navy,  with  all  our  extensive  fortifica- 
tions, cannot  be  relied  on. 

It  is  the  great  body  of  the  American  people,  the 
militia,  you  must  and  ought  to  rely  on,  and  it  is 
to  them  you  should  extend  this  military  science 
that  is  recommended  by  the  Secretary  ol  War ;  it 
is  to  them  we  must  look  in  the  hour  of  danger,  and 
it  is  to  them  we  should  now  turn  our  attention,  in 
time  of  peace,  to  relieve  them  from  unnecessary 
burdens,  and  teach  them  this  necessary  science 
of  war;  for,  so  long  as  the  Government  shall  lean 
on  ainr  regular  army  that  may  be  kept  in  peace, 
for  safety  and  protection  in  war,  they  will  be  lean- 
ing on  a  broken  staff.     The  strength  of  our  nation, 
as  I  have  said  on  a  former  occasion,  and  will  re- 
peat again,  is  in  the  great  body  of  the  people,  and 
their  attachment  to  the  Government ;  and  he  had 
no  doubt  it  would  be  found  that,  in  the  same  pro- 
portion that  our  attention  is  drawn  to  the  improve- 
ment of  a  regular  army,  as  a  means  of  defence,  in 
the  same  proporlion  will  the  militia  and  their  im- 
^ovemenl  be  neglected. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  was  glad  to  find  that  the  gentle- 


man from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smith)  was  now  wil- 
ling to  dispense  with  the  recruiting  service,  though 
he  much  regretted  that  that  gentleman  had  not 
consented  to  put  a  stop  to  this  useless  expenditure  of 
public  money  sooner.  During  the  last  session  he 
had  endeavored  to  put  a  stop  to  the  business  of 
recruiting.  It  would  be  recollected  by  the  House 
he  had  made  a  motion  to  strike  out  of  the  appro- 
priation bill  the  $21,000  that  were  appropriated 
for  that  purpose,  and  he  had  no  doubt,  if  he  bad 
been  supjwrted  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
he  would  have  succeeded  in  preventing  not  only 
the  expenditure  of  this  amount  of  $21,000,  but  a 
much  larger  amount,  which  he  found  had  been 
expended  in  that  way.  He  believed  an  amount  of 
more  than  $60,000  had  been  expended,  during  the 
last  year,  in  the  recruiting  service.  This  whole 
amount  would  have  been  saved,  provided  the 
House  had  refused  any  appropriation. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland,  he  said,  had 
told  us  tliat  he  is  in  favor  of  economy,  so  far  as 
we  can  go  without  endangering  the  public  safety. 
For  his  part,  he  said,  he  could  hardly  see  how  the 
public  safety  could  be  endangered  by  economy, 
though  he  thought  it  might  be  endangered  by  a 
useless  and  extravagant  expenditure  of  the  public 
money.  The  same  gentleman  had  also  drawn 
our  attention  again  to  the  Military  Academy,  from 
which  he  seems  to  think  great  benefits  will  result 
to  us.  He  says  it  is  there  that  military  science  is 
taught  and  diffused  throughout  the  army,  and, 
also,  to  the  militia.  As  respects  the  army,  he  said, 
it  was  |)ossible  it  might  derive  some  benefit  from 
this  institution ;  but,  as  respected  the  militia,  he 
believed  very  little  science  was  diffused  amongst 
them  from  this  Academy.  If  a  plan  was  proposed, 
he  said,  to  teach  military  science  to  the  militia,  he 
would  give  it  his  support;  but  an  institution  like 
the  Military  Academy,  on  which  we  are  expend- 
ing every  year  large  sums  of  money  to  give  an 
education  to  a  favorite  few,  privileged  and  se- 
lected young  men  of  wealthy  families,  he  could 
not  support.  What  are  we  doing  by  this  institu- 
tion but  creating  a  privileged  order,  who  are  to 


take  commands  in  your  armies,  to  the  exclusion 
of  all  others,  no  matter  what  their  merits  may  be? 
Sir,  said  he,  it  is  an  aristocracy  of  the  rankest 
order,  and  he  called  on  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, and  all  others  who  are  the  advocates  of  this 
institution,  to  show  wherein  it  is  not  so.  He  said 
he  was  not  opposed  to  military  science,  or  any 
other  useful  science,  but  he  was  opposed  to  leach- 
ing a  few  favorites  at  the  expense  of  the  people  of 
the  United  Slates,  Nor  did  he  believe  this  insti- 
tution added  much  to  the  general  science  of  the 
country.  Indeed,  he  believed  none  was  gained 
by  it,  lor  he  had  no  doubt  those  that  were  receiv- 
ing educations  there  were,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
the  sons  of  men  able  to  educate  them  at  other  in- 
stitutions, and  would  do  so  if  deprived  of  this 
institution,  in  which  it  not  only  costs  them  noth- 
ing, but  gives  them  a  large  bounty  to  receive  it. 
They  are  paid  sixteen  dollars  per  month,  and  al- 
lowed two  rations  per  day,  which  makes  it  nearly 
equal  to  thirty  dollars  per  month,  which  you  are 
paying  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
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to  the  boys  of  rich  men,  who  may  happen  to  be 
favorites  of  the  Executive  or  Secretary  of  War. 
Is  it  not  better,  he  asked,  is  it  not  more  just,  is  it 
not  more  consistent  with  the  principles  of  this 
Government,  that  this  money  should  be  appro- 
priated to  the  instruction  of  your  militia  officers, 
and  thereby  diffuse  this  military  science  among 
the  people  generally,  instead  of  confining  it  to  a 
few  peculiar  favorites  in  this  way?  He  thought 
none  who  could  feel  exempt  from  partiality  could 
hesitate  to  say  it  was. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Smyth,)  in 
the  course  of  the  argument  he  had  made  against 
the  reduction  of  the  army,  has  said  that  the  worst 
that  can  happen,  in  the  event  we  do  not  reduce 
th  •      •    -  "  •■    • 


ling,  disciplined  men,  and  the  militia  unwilling 
and  undisciplined  men."  This  he  would  presently 
notice.  He  had  also  said,  "  the  militia,  during  the 
Revolutionary  war,  had  endangered  the  liberties 
of  the  country;"  but  that  pari  of  the  gentleman's 
argument  he  would  not  notice,  for  he  considered 
it  fully  and  ably  answered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Edstis.)  Although  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  had  been  pleased  to  say  he 
had  as  much  or  more  confidence  in  the  militia  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  as  that  of  any  other  State, 
yet  his  remarks  had  reflected  rather  severely  on 
the  character  of  a  large  part  of  the  people  of  that 
State.  To  this  he  fell  it  to  be  his  duty  to  make  a 
reply.     The  gentleman  had  referred  to  the  book 


army,  is,  that     we  cannot  discharge  as  much  I  he  held  in  his  hand  as  authority  to  show  the 


of  the  public  debt  as  we  otherwise  could."    Now, 
sir,  said  Mr.  C,  although  I  view  a  public  debt  as 
one  of  the  greatest  evils  in  any  country,  and  al- 
though I  believe  it  is  the  true  policy  of  this  coun- 
try to  pay  off  this  public  debt,  and  get  rid  of  it,  in 
these  times  of  peace,  in  the  shortest  possible  time, 
yet  I   believe  there  are  other  consequences  that 
may  result  from  a  failure  to  reduce  the  army  still 
worse,  and  more  to  be  deprecated.     He  meant  the 
establishment  of  the  doctrines  which  had  been 
urged  with  so  much  zeal  (by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Balowin,  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  Mr.  Slmkins,  and  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  Mr.  Ccthbert,  as  well  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,)  in  favor  of  a  regular  army 
as  the  principal  reliance  of  this  country  in  time  of 
war.     He  said  he  regretted   to  have  .seen  these 
doctrines  gaining  ground  in  this  country  for  years 
past.     They  have  inched  along,  a  little  at  a  time, 
to  avoid  being  noticed,  until  they  have  arrived,  as 
it  were,  at  the  line  which  the  gentlemen  he  had 
alluded  to  seem  to  have  overleaped,  and  think 
themselves  safely  landed  on  the  other  side.     In 
this  way  the  same  doctrines  have  been  imposed 
on   the  people  of  other  countries,  and  in  other 
Governments;   but  he  hoped  the   people  of  the 
United  States  had  too  much  regard  for  their  lib- 
erties to  intrust  their  defence  to  any  regular  army. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Smyth)  thinks 
an  important  question  is  stirred,  and  one  which 
he  thought  had  long  since  been  settled,  "  that  mili- 
tia would  not  answer  the  purposes  of  war."     I  ad- 
mit this  is  an  important  question  ;  but  I  will  not 
admit  that  it  has  yet  been  settled  in  the  way  that 
it  has  been  supposed  to  be  settled  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  and  he  hoped  the  time  was  far  dis- 
tant when  it  should  be  settled  in  that  way.     In- 
deed, he  hoped  that  decision  never  would  be  made, 
and,  if  made  in  this  House,  never  would  be  sanc- 
tioned bv  the  people  of  this  country.     The  gentle- 
man had  asked  us,  if  we  can  intrust  the  defence 
of  the  country  to  the  militia?     I  answer  him  in 
the  affirmative.     I  know  no  other  defence  that  can 
safely  be  relied  on  in  this  Government ;  they  are 
our  great  bulwark  of  safety  in  time  of  war,  in  the 
hour  of  danger.     They  have  proved  themselves, 
on  all  occasions,  to  be  the  safest  and  surest  reli- 
ance for  the  defence  of  our  Constitution,  and  the 
liberties  that  are  enjoyed  under  it.     The  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  has  said  the  regulars  are  "  wil- 
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,  .__  re- 
volt of  the  militia  of  Tennessee  and  volunteers 
'  of  Coffee's  brigade,  returning  as  deserters,  com- 
'  milling  depredations  in  thecountry  through  which 
'  they  passed,  and  discouraging  others  from  enter- 
'  ing  the  service." 

Mr.  C.  said  he  begged  leave  distinctly  to  state 
to  that  gentleman,  and   to  the  House,'  that  the 
book  referred   to  (the  Life  of  General  Jackson) 
was  not  good  authority  on  this  subject  with  him ; 
he  was  himself  in   the  service  at  that  time,  and 
under  General  Coffee,  as  were  also  two  of  his  col- 
leagues, and  he  thought  he  had  some  knowledge 
of  what  took  place  during  the  time  referred  to  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia.     He  said  he  knew 
all  the  facts  were  not  recorded  in  the  book.     It 
gave  a  very  partial  history  of  that  part  of  the 
Creek  war.    It  was  true,  he  said,  that  difficulties 
had  occurred  during  the   first  campaign  of  this 
war,  between  the  commanding  General  and  some 
of  the  different  corps ;  but  at  least  some  of  the 
difficulties  were  produced  by  the  conduct  of  the 
commanding  General   himself,  by  attempting  to 
force  them  to  serve  longer  than  the  period  for 
which  they  had  engaged.     This  attempt,  he  said, 
was  resisted  by  the  volunteers,  who  demanded  to 
be  discharged  at  the  expiration  of  the  period  for 
which  they  had  engaged,  which  discharge  was 
refused  them,  and  threats  made  to  them  of  being 
published  as  having  disgracefully  left  the  service, 
in  order  to  force  them  to  continue  longer ;  and  the 
result  was  what  might  always  be  expected  from 
freemen  acting  under  such  circumstances.     They 
resisted  the  despotic  power  attempted  to  be  exercised 
over  them,  and  did  leave  the  service  without  the 
consent  or  discharge  of  the  commanding  General, 
who,  under  that  slate  of  feeling  produced  by  being 
disappointed  in  the  attempt  to  force  them  oeyond 
the  period  they  had  engaged  to  serve,  had  the  docu- 
ment published  which  had  been  read  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  (in  one  of  the  newspapers 
of  Nashville,  perhaps   the    Whig.)     But,  Mr.  C. 
said,  he  had  himself^  (as  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  regiment  of  volunteer   mounted   riflemen 
which  was  a  part  of  General  Coffee's  brigade) 
felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  reply  to  the  publication 
alluded  to,  so  far   as  it  related  to  the  regiment 
he  had  commanded,  and  had,  in  the  same  news- 
paper,  contradicted   and   refuted    the   aspersions 
that  were  thus  attempted  to  be  thrown  on  what 
he  considered  to  be  a  meritorious,  patriotic,  and 
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highly  respectable  class  of  the  people  of  Tennes- 
see. To  which  publication  no  reply  was  ever 
made  in  any  public  paper  whatever,  as  he  knew 
of  or  believed. 

He  Kaid,  this  part  of  the  volunteers  of  Tennes- 
see were  not  ordered  into  service  by  the  Grovemor 
of  the  State,  General  Jackson,  or  anybody  else  ; 
they  bad  precipitated  themselves  into  the  service 
on  the  spur  of  an  occasion,  on  hearing  of  the  hor- 
rid massacre  at  Fort  Mims ;  and  had  furnished  and 
equipped   themselves,   marched   into   the   Indian 
country,  and  after  destroying  one  of  the  enemy's 
towns,  formed  a  junction  with  the  army  under  the 
command  of  Greneral  Jackson.  When  these  troops, 
who  had  thus  entered  the  service  with  an  express 
stipulation  to  serve  not  exceeding  three  months, 
were  organized  into  a  regiment,  and  fought  in  the 
first  battle  at  Tallasachee,  under  the  command  of 
General  Coffee,  where  a  most  decisive  victory  was 
obtained  over  the  enemy  ;  an  event  which  he  had 
no  doubt  had  great  influence  on  the  whole  army, 
and  tended  as  much  towards  the  elevation  of  Ten- 
nessee towards  military  fame  as  any  other  that 
had  taken  place  during  the  whole  war.     They  had 
again  fought  in  the  second  battle  of  Talledega, 
where  the  conflict  was  equally  severe,  of  much 
longer  duration,  and  the  victory  equally  decisive  ; 
in  which,  it  is  known   by  those  who  shared  the 
dangers  of  that  day,  they  acted  a  most  conspic- 
uous part.     Although  it  docs  not  appear  in  this 
history,  which  has  been  referred  to,  and  although 
he  did  not  hold  it  as  good  authority,  he  would  read 
from  it  a  part  of  the  letters  of  General  Jackson 
written  in  relation  to  those  two  battles.     [Which 
he  read.]     He  thought  it  was  fair  to  meet  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  with  the  same  kind  of  au- 
thority he  had  used. 

In  the  letters  he  had  just  read.  General  Jackson 
had  spoken  in  high  terms  of  the  conduct  of  these 
volunteers,  who  he  afterwards  reflected  on  so  un- 
justly. They  had  encountered  hardships,  difficul- 
ties, and  dangers,  that  are  unpleasant  to  think  of, 
and  he  would  not  attempt  a  relation  of  them. 
They  had  rendered  services  to  their  country,  which 
yeu  have  some  reason  to  believe  are  duly  appre- 
ciated by  those  persons  who  are  best  acquainted 
with  them.  He  regretted  that  the  remarks  and 
references  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Smyth)  had  made  it  his  duty  to  say  thus  much 
in  defence  of  this  meritorious  and  respectable  part 
ef  his  fellow-citizens. 


He  said  he  would  next  proceed  to  notice  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  respect- 
ing the  militia  generally  during  the  late  war. 
The  gentleman  thinks  he  has  shown,  from  high 
authority,  that  no  reliance  whatever  can  be  placed 
on  them.  But,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  thought  he  could 
show,  from  equally  as  high  authority,  that  the 
utmost  reliance  could  be  placed  in  them  when 
engaged  m  the  defence  of  the  country,  and  that 
they  were  equally  as  much  entitled  to  the  confi- 
dence of  the  nation  as  regular  troops  were,  if  not 
more  so.  In  order  to  show  this,  he  would  call  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  conduct  of  the 
militia  in  the  defence  of  Fort  Erie,  by  referring 


to  General  Gaines's  official  despatch,  dated  Fort 
Erie,  August,  1814.    He  says: 

"  Brigtdier  General  Porter,  commanding  the  New 
York  and  Pennaylvania  ▼olunteera,  manifested  a  degree 
of  vigilance  and  judgment  in  hit  preparatorj  arrange- 
menta,  as  well  as  military  skill  and  roorage  in  action, 
which  provM  him  to  be  worthy  the  confidence  of  his 
country  and  the  brave  volunteers  who  fought  under 
him.  Of  the  volunteers,  CapUina  Bougbton  and 
Harding,  with  their  detachments,  posted  on  the  right, 
and  attached  to  the  line  commanded  by  Captain  E. 
Foster  of  the  veteran  9th  infantry,  handsomely  contri> 
buted  to  the  repulse  of  the  left  column  of  the  enemy 
under  Colonel  Scott" 

Here,  said  Mr.  C,  we  have  the  best  authority 
that  the  militia  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania 
do  not  deserve  the  character  which  has  been  given 
to  this  scries  of  force  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia. But  let  us  see  what  has  been  said  of  them 
on  other  occasions.  I  will  next  see  how  they 
acted  in  the  defence  of  Fort  Meigs.  In  the  offi- 
cial despatch  of  General  Harrison,  dated  at  Lower 
Sandusky,  May  13,  1813,  he  says : 

"That  American  regulars,  although  they  were  raw 
recruiU,  and  such  men  as  compose  the  PitUburg, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Petersburg,  Virginia,  volunteers, 
should  behave  well,  is  not  to  be  wondered  at ;  but, 
that  a  company  of  militia  should  maintain  its  ground 
against  four  times  iu  numbers,  as  did  CapUin  Sebre's, 
of  Kentucky,  is  truly  astonishing.  These  brave  fel- 
lows were  at  length,  however,  entirely  surrounded 
by  Indians,  and  would  have  been  entirely  cut  off, 
but  for  the  gallantry  of  Lieutenant  Gwynne  of  the 
19th  regiment,  who,  with  part  of  CapUin  Elliott's 
company,  charged  the  enemy  and  released  the  Ken- 
tuckians." 

Here,  said  Mr.  C,  we  have  evidence  again  from 
the  highest  authority,  testifying  to  the  gallantry 
and  good  conduct  of  these  "  unwilling  and  undis- 
ciplined" militia,  who  the  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia thinks  cannot  be  trusted.  But  I  will  not  stop 
here;  I  will  call  the  gentleman's  attention  to 
another  official  dispatch  from  the  same  officer, 
dated  Camp  Meigs,  the  9th  of  May,  1813,  where, 
m  speaking  of  the  defence  of  Fort  Meigs  again, 
he  says:  **     *      ' 

•*  The  two  actions  on  this  side  the  river  on  the  5th, 
were  infinitely  more  important  and  more  honorable 
to  our  arms  than  I  had  at  first  conceived.  In  the  aor- 
tie  made  upon  the  left  flank,  CapUin  Waring's  com- 
pany of  the  19th  regiment,  a  deUchment  of  twelve 
months  volunteers  under  Major  Alexander,  and  three 
companies  of  Kentucky  militia  under  Colonel  Bos- 
well,  defeated  at  least  double  the  number  of  Indiana 
and  British  militia." 

And  again,  in  General  Harrison's  general  order, 
dated  at  Fort  Meigs,  9th  of  May,  1812,  he  says : 

"Majors  Ball  of  the  dragoons,  Lodwick,  and  Major 
Ritzer  of  the  Ohio  militia,  and  Major  Johnson,  of  the 
Kentucky  militia,  rendered  the  most  important  aer- 
vicep.  To  each  of  the  above  gentlemen,  as  well  as  to 
each  captain,  subaltern,  non-commisaioned  oflicer  and 
private  of  their  respective  commands,  the  General 
gives  his  thanks  and  expresaes  his  warmest  approba- 
tion. To  Colonel  Boawell  and  Major  Fletcher,  for 
their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  leading  them  in 
the  charge  made  on  the  enemy,  and  to  Captains  Dud- 
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ley,  Simmon,  and  Mefcalf,  the  subalterns,  non-com- 
miasioned  officers,  and  privaleK,  for  the  distinguished 
valor  with  which  they  defeated  the  enemy.     The  Gen- 
eral has  in  the  order  of  ihe  6lh  instant  expressed  his 
sense  of  the  conduct  of  Vac  regular  troops  and  volun- 
teers which   were  engagc«l   in   the  sorties  on  the  left 
flank,   but    he  omitted    to   mention   CapUin    Sebre's 
company  of  Kentucky    militia,   whose   gallantry  wa« 
not  surpassed  bj  that  oi  any  of  the  companies  which 
fought   by  their  side.     The   PitUburg    Blues,  led    by 
Lieutenant  McGee,  in  the  illness  of  their  gallant  Cap- 
tain, sustained  the  reputation  which  they  had  acquired 
at    .Messissancey.      The    Petersburg    volunteers    and 
Lieutenant  Drum's  deUchment  discovered  equal  in- 
trepidity." ^ 

Ao;ain,  in  the  same,  he  says: 

"  It  rarely  occurs  that  a  General  has  to  complain  of  i 
the  excessive  ardor  of  his  men,  yet  such  appears  always  i 
lo  be  the  case,  whenever  the   Kentucky  militia  are  ' 
engaged  ;  it  is  indeed  the  source  of  all  their  misfor- 
tunes ;  they  appear  to  think   that  valor  alone  can  ac- 
complish  any  thing.     The  General  is  led  to  make  this 
remark,  from   the  conduct  of  Captain   Dudley's  com- 
pany, of  the  regiment,  as  he  has  understood  that 

that  gallant  officer  was  obliged  to  turn  his  espontoon 
against  his  own  company,  to  oblige  them  to  desist 
Irom  the  further  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  in  compliance 
with  an  order  from  the  General." 

Mr.,C.  said,  this  was  further  evidence  of  the 
good  conduct,  valor,  and  intrepidity,  of  the  militia, 
he  thought,  sufficient  to  contradict  the  assertion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  they  were 
unwilling,   undisciplined,   and    no    dependence 
ought  to  be  placed  in  them."    He  thought  the 
conduct  of  the  militia  generally,  during  the  late 
war,  had  entitled   them  to  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  the  country,  and  had   by  no  means  de- 
served the  very  severe  reflections  of  that  gentle- 
man.    That  they  had  sometimes  had  to  encounter 
naisfortunes,  was  true,  but  even  under  those  un- 
pleasant circumstances,  it  would   be  found  they 
have  borne  them  with  a  patience  and  fortitude  be- 
coming a  patriot,  and  one  who  feels  the  strongest 
attachment  to  the  principles  of  our  free  Govern- 
ment; as  evidence  of  this,  he  would  refer  to  the 
composure  and  good  order  of  the  Kentucky  mili- 
tia after  Winchester's  defeat,  on  their  return  home, 
liie  historian  says: 

"These  men  are  of  the  first  respectability  and  intel- 
ligence, the  flower  of  Kentucky,  and  they  reflect  the 
highest  honor  on  the  Sute  from  which  they  come  and 
on  their  country.     The  easy  gracefulness  of  manner, 
the  manly  independence  of  sentiment,  the  ardent  love 
of  country  which  they  have  displayed    under   all  the 
reverses  of  fortune,  entitle  them  to  the  first  place  in 
the  hearts  of  their  countrymen.     NotwithsUnding  the 
unparalleled  fatigues  they  have  undergone  in  a  dreary 
wilderness,   the    dangers    to    which    tbey   have    been 
exposed,  and  the  numerous  privations   they  have  suf- 
fered, still  their  noble  spirits  are  unbroken,  not  a  mur- 
mur has  escaped  their  lips  no  imbecile  apprehensions 
are  entertained  by  them   for  the  safety  of  their  bre- 
thren in  arms,  but  their  honest  hearU  spring  forward 
wuh  elastic  hope,  that  their  wrongs  will  be  avenged, 
and  that  the  day  of  retribution  is  at  hand." 

These  are  nothing  but  the  common  feelings  and 
sentiments  of  a  freeman  and   a    patriot,  and  he 
would  say  a  militiaman  too,  while  under  the  re- 
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verses  and  misfortunes  of  defeat.  Dangers  are 
met  by  them  willingly,  and  misfortune  borne  with 
conriposure,  while  thus  engaged  in  the  defence  of 
their  own  rights  and  their  own  liberties.  He  said 
he  could  not  leave  this  part  of  the  subject  without 
reminding  the  Committee  of  the  very  important 
services  that  had  been  rendered  by  the  militia  of 

the  State  of  Kentucky,  in  the  battle  of  the  Thames 
when  led  by  the  patriotic  Shelby  and  the  gallant 
Johnson,      rhey  obtained  a  victory  of  not  much 
less  importance  than  any  other  gained  during  the 
whole  war     Here,  again,  he  begged  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  to  recollect  that   the  militia 
had  put  the  most  veteran  regular  forces  of  our 
enemy  to  flight.     Six  hundred  and  nine  regulars 
were  made  prisoners  in  this  battle ;  also,  two  col- 
onels, four  raaiors,  and  seventeen  officers  of  the 
line  with  twelve  pieces  of  cannon  and  six  thou- 
sand stand  of  arms.     We  have  had  another  de- 
monstration of  the  efficiency  of  the  militia    of 
what  freemen  will  do  when  their  rights  and  liber- 
ties are  assailed.     Indeed,  their  conduct,  during 
the  late  war,  has  shed  an  imperishable  glory  on 
the  military  character  of  our  nation. 

He  would  next  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
rmttee  to  the  services  rendered  by  the  militia,  in 
the  defence  of  Baltimore,  on  the  approach  of  the 
enemy.     The  historian   tells  us,  here  they  wer« 
met  by  General  Strieker,  with  his  entire  Balti- 
more brigade;  except  that  he  had  only  one  com- 
pany of  the  regiment  of  artillery.     Again,  hesays 
the  men  took  deliberate  aim,  and  the  carnage  was 
great ;  the  invincibles  dodging  to  the  ground  and 
crawling  in  a  bending  posture  to  avoid  the  militia 
the  men   they  were  taught  so  much  to  despise' 
Again  he  says.  Major  General  Ross,  who  did  not 
care  if  it   rained    militia,  the   incendiary  of  the 
Capitol,  paid  the  forfeit  of  that  act  by  his  death 
He  was  killed  in  the  early  part  of  the  action,  and 
tl^re  IS  reason  to  believe  that  two  or  three  other 
officers  high   in  command   met  the  same  fate. 
And,  again,  we  are  told  by  the  same  historian, 
that    'never  was  the  mortification  of  an  invader 
more  complete  than  that  of  our  enemy.     Beaten 
by  railitia  and  defeated  by  the  fort,  he  went  away 
in  the  worst  possible  humor,  and  a  total  loss  that 
'may  amount   to  not   less   than   eight   hundred 
'  men." 

He  would  also  beg  leave  to  refer  the  Committee 
to  the  official  despatch  of  his  friend  from  Mary- 
land, (Mr.  Smith,)  who,  much  to  his  honor,  had 
acted  so  conspicuous  a  part  in  the  affairs  of  that 
day,  in  order  to  show  that  the  militia  of  the  East 
have  also  done  their  duty,  and  have  been  an  effi- 
cient force  when  it  became  necessary  to  defend 
the  country.  'In  the  official  despatch  of  General 
Smith  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  Headquar- 
ters, Baltimore,  September  19,  1814,  he  says: 

"General  Strieker  gallantly  mainUined  his  ground 
against  a  great  superiority  of  numbers  during  the 
space  of  an  hour  and  twenty  minutes,  when  the  regi- 
ment  on  his  left  (.the  Slst)  giving  way,  he  was  under 
the  necessity  of  retiring  to  the  ground  in  his  rear, 
where  he  had  stationed  one  regiment  as  a  reserve! 
He  here  formed  his  brigade ;  but  the  enemy  not  think- 
ing it  advisable  to  pursue,  he,    in  compliance  with 
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previous  arrangements,  fell  back,  and  took  post  oo  the 
left  of  my  intrencbments  and  half  a  mile  in  advance 
of  them.  In  this  affair  the  citizen  soldiers  of  Balti- 
more (with  the  exception  of  the  51st  regiment)  have 
maintained  the  reputation  they  so  deservedly  acquired 
at  Bladensburg,  and  their  brave  and  skilful  leader  has 
confirmed  the  confidence  which  we  had  all  so  justly 
placed  in  him.  I  take  the  liberty  of  referring  you  to 
his  letter  for  the  more  particular  mention  of  the  in- 
dividuals, who,  new  to  warfare,  have  shown  the  cool- 
and  valor  of  veterans,  and  who,  by  their  conduct 


on  this  occasion,  have  given  their  country  and  their 
city  an  assurance  of  what  may  be  expected  from  them 
when  their  services  are  again  required.  I  cannot  dis- 
miss the  subject  without  expressing  the  heartfelt  satis- 
faction I  experience  in  thus  bearing  testimony  to  the 
courage  and  good  conduct  of  my  fellow-townsmen." 

Mr.  C.  said,  the  authority  here  gifen  was  the 
highest  that  could  be  given,  and  would  not  be 
doubted  by  any,  from  which  it  appears  that  the 
militia  of  Baltimore  and  Maryland  have  been 
competent  to  their  own  defence  against  a  regular 
force,  and  proves,  beyond  doubt,  that  militia  are 
DOl  that  "unwilling  and  undisciplined"  kind  of 
force  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  seems  to 
suppose.  He  said  he  had  intended  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  a  number  of  other 
official  statements,  all  ^oing  to  place,  not  only  the 
militia  of  Baltimore  city  and  Maryland  on  high 
ground,  but  also  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Virginia  equally  so.  But  he  found,  oy  doing  so, 
he  should  consume  too  much  of  the  time  of  the 
Committee,  and  he  thought  he  had  already  pro- 
duced sufficient  evidence  to  vindicate  the  coar- 
acter  of  the  militia  of  the  East  and  North  against 
what  he  considered  the  unjust  reproaches  of  the 

gentleman  from  Virginia.  He  would  next  inquire 
ow  far  the  gentleman's  description  of  the  char- 
acter of  the  militia  would  apply  to  the  people  of 
the  West  and  South,  and  see  whether  tney  were 
there  dragged  into  the  service,  ''unwilling  and  un- 
disciplinwl."  What,  he  said,  was  the  nistory  of 
that  country  during  this  trying  period?  Why, 
sir,  we  are  told  by  the  historian  (3d  vol.  Niles's 
Weekly  Register,  page  300)  that  a  requisition  on 
the  State  of  Tennessee  for  her  quota  of  troops  had 
been  made  from  the  War  Department  for  the  pro- 
tection and  defence  of  the  Southern  frontier. 
The  distance  of  the  point  to  which  they  coidd  be 
led.  even  under  the  destructive  doctrines  preached, 
(of  not  going  out  of  the  limits  of  the  United 
States'  territory,)  was  not  less  than  1,500  miles  by 
water,  and  eight  or  nine  hundred  by  land,  througn 
a  wilderness,  great  part  of  which  was  only  inhab- 
ited by  wild  bea.«;ts  and  savages.  The  day  ap- 
pointed for  rendezvous  was  the  10th  of  December, 
at  Nashville.  The  State  of  Tennessee  is  divided 
into  East  and  West,  the  latter  of  which  thirty-one 
years  ago  received  the  first  impression  of  a  white 
man's  toot,  is  now  represented  by  one  Representa- 
tive in  Congress,  and  was  called  upon  to  furnish 
1,500  men  for  its  part  of  the  quota.  On  the  day 
appointed,  although  severely  cold,  and  during  a 
heavy  fall  of  snow,  the  troops  began  to  arrive,  and, 
before  5  o'clock  in  the  evening,  1,800  men  had 
filed  through  Nashville,  and  pitched  their  tents  in 
its  vicinity. 


Five  companies  more,  who  had  not  arrived,  sent 
despatches  to  the  commanding  officer,  apologizing 
for  their  absence,  as  they  were  on  their  march  and 
would  be  there  as  soon  as  possible.  The  troops 
already  arrived,  with  these  five  companies,  are 
volunteers,  and  furnish  five  hundred  more  than 
those  called  for.  So  sudden  was  the  impulse  that 
public  feeling  had  marched  far  beyond  the  requi- 
site comforts  of  such  an  army.  Inasmuch  that 
there  was  not  more  than  one  blanket  for  three 
men,  although  the  country  was  bound  in  icy 
chains  of  snowy  winter.  Such  is  the  fruit  of  pa- 
triotism in  the  infant  section  of  that  infant  State. 
While  the  efforts  of  faction  on  the  Atlantic  board 
are  directed  to  the  destruction  of  their  liberties, 
those  hardy  sons  of  the  West  are  bereaving  them- 
selves of  the  comforts  of  domestic  life,  to  sustain 
a  part  of  the  highest  value  given  by  God  to  man, 
and  recovered  from  tyranny  by  the  toil  and  suffer- 
ing of  a  glorious  ancestry. 

This  shows  with  what  alacrity  the  people  of  the 
West  had  entered  the  service  of  their  country,  not 
to  repel  any  invasion  about  to  be  made  near  their 
own  homes,  but  to  repel  the  threatened  invasion 
of  a  distant  point  of  the  Union.  A  number  far 
beyond  what  was  required  of  the  militia,  had  vol- 
untarily assembled,  in  the  severest  and  most  in- 
clement season  of  the  year.  Did  this,  he  a^sked, 
seem  like  being  dra^gea  into  the  service  "  unwill- 
mgly  ?"  No,  he  said  :  it  was  the  natural  impulse 
given  by  a  good  government,  in  favor  of  its  protec- 
tion and  defence,  whenever  its  invasion  is  threat- 
ened. It  is  the  liberty  and  safety  the  people  enjoy 
under  our  free  Government,  that  inspires  those 
feelings  of  patriotic  devotion  we  have  so  often  and 
so  eminently  seen  displayed  by  the  people  during 
the  late  war  ;  and  it  is  tnose  feelings  of  devotion 
to  the  cause  of  liberty  and  free  government,  that 
nerves  the  arm  of  the  patriot  citizen  soldier,  the 
militiaman,  which  makes  him  superior  to  the  mer- 
cenary slave,  in  the  hour  of  battle.  This,  he  said, 
had  been  demonstrated  on  more  than  one  occasion 
during  the  late  war.  In  suppor.t  of  this,  he  begged 
leave,  m  pursuance  of  the  example  set  him  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  to  refer  toGeneralJack- 
son's  letter  dated.  Camp,  below  New  Orleans,  26th 
December  1814,  in  which  he  says  :  "  The  attack 
'  was  made  on  the  night  of  the  23d,  since  then 
'  both  armies  have  remained  near  the  battle  ground 
*  making  preparations  for  something  more  decisive. 
'  The  enemy's  force  exceeds  ours  by  double,  and 
'  their  loss  was  proportionally  greater." 

In  his  official  despatch,  dated  the  27th  Decem- 
ber in  the  morning,  he  says,  "  My  force  at  this 
'  time  consists  of  parts  of  the  7ih  and  44th  regi- 
'  ments,  not  exceeding  six  hundred,  together  with 
'  the  city  militia,  part  of  Greneral  Cofiee's  brigade 
'  of  mounted  gunmen,  and  thedetached  militia  from 
'  the  western  division  of  Tennessee,  under  the 
'  command  of  Major  General  Carroll." 

In  another  part  of  the  same  despatch,  speaking 
of  the  enemy's  force,  he  says,  "His  forces,  amount- 
'  ing  at  that  time  on  land  to  about  three  thousand, 
'  extended  half  a  mile  on  that  river,  and  in  the 
'  rear  nearly  to  the  wood." 

In  another  part  of  the  same  despatch,  he  says, 
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"  General  Coffee's  men,  with  their  usual  impetu- 
'  osity,  rushed  on  the  enemy's  right,  and  entered 

*  their  camp,  while  our  right  advanced  with  equal 
'  ardor.  There  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  we 
'  should  have  succeeded  on  that  occasion,  with  our 
'  inferior  force,  in  destroying  or  capturing  the  en- 

*  emy,  had  not  a  thick  fog  which  arose  about  8 
'  o'clock,  occasioned  some  confusion  among  the 
'  different  corps.  Fearing  the  consequence,  under 
'  this  circumstance,  of  the  further  prosecution  of  a 
'  night  attack  with  troops  then  acting  together  for 
'  the  first  time,  I  contented  myself  with  lying  on 
'  the  field  that  nignt." 

Again,  he  says,  "  in  this  affair  the  whole  of  the 
'  corps  under  my  command  deserve  the  greatest 
'  credit.     The  best  compliment  I  can  pay  to  Gen- 

*  eral  Coffee  and  his  brigade,  is,  to  say  they  behaved 
'  as  they  have  always  done  while  under  my  com- 
'  mand."    Again,  sir,  he  remarks,  that  "  Savery's 

*  volunteers  manifested  the  greatest  bravery,  and 
'  the  company  of  city  riflemen,  having  penetrated 

*  into  the  midst  of  the  enemy's  camp,  were  sur- 

*  rounded,  and  fotight  their  way  out  with  the  great- 
'  est  heroism,  bringing  with  them  a  number  of 
'  prisoners." 

He  said  that  this  also  proved  the  practicability 
of  defending  the  country  by  militia.  On  this  oc- 
casion the  volunteer  militia  of  Tennessee,  under 
the  command  of  General  Coffee,  on  the  ever  me- 
morable night  of  the  23d,  had  attacked  a  British 
regular  force  of  more  than  double  their  number,  ! 
and  defeated  them,  without  the  assistance  of  a  re- 
gular force,  and  perhaps  thereby  the  safety  of  the 
city  of  New  Orleans  was  preserved.  Here  again 
was  displayed  an  intrepidity,  on  the  part  of  these 
citizen  soldiers  of  our  country,  which  is  not  often 
to  be  found  recorded  in  the  pages  of  history.  This 
gallant  band  were  influenced  by  feelings  of  attach- 
ment for  their  country,  that  do  not  often  animate 
with  the  same  zeal  a  regular  army,  and  never  are 
found  to  exist  under  the  old  oppressive  govern- 
ments of  the  world, 

Mr.  C.  said  he  had  intended  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  to  the  official  statements  of  all  ' 
the  differents  battles  in  which  the  militia  had  been 
engaged,  while  defending  New  Orleans,  but  he 
knew  he  would  be  trespassing  too  much  on  their 
patience,  though  it  would  be  found  by  referring  to 
them,  as  well  as  to  the  general  order  of  the  com- 
manding General,  after  the  different  contests  went 
over,  that  on  all  the  different  corps  of  militia  that 
had  been  engaged,  with  one  single  exception,  the 
highest  praise  is  bestowed.  They  had,  he  believed, 
during  the  whole  of  the  contest,  proved  themselves 
to  be  equal  to  regulars,  if  not  superior.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  had  referred  to  authorities 
in  support  of  the  position  he  had  taken  against  the 
reduction  of  the  array,  and  also  in  support  of  the 
ground  he  had  taken  against  the  militia ;  and  he 
thought  it  was  proper  in  opposing  the  arguments 
and  doctrines  which  had  been  advanced  by  that 
gentleman,  to  produce  authorities  also.  This  he 
Had  done  in  order  to  rescue  the  people  of  his  coun- 
try, the  militia,  from  the  unjust  reproaches  that 
were  attempted  to  be  heaped  upon  them.  The 
principal  part  of  the  authorities  he  had  relied  on 


were  official  statements  of  the  officers  of  the  regu- 
lar army,  who,  it  was  not  to  be  supposed,  could  be 
influenced  by  partiality  for  the  militia  in  the  small- 
est degree.  However,  he  said,  if  the  militia  weie 
indeed  that  "unwilling  and  undisciplined"  kind 
of  force  that  they  were  said  to  be  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  and  a  reliance  on  them  would 
"endanger  the  liberties  of  his  country,"  he  should 
also  be  in  favor  of  a  regular  army,  or  some  other 
means  of  defence  for  the  country.  But  he  trusted 
he  had  shown,  or  rather  that  the  militia  themselves 
had  shown,  that  they  were  fully  competent  to  the 
defence  of  the  country  during  a  state  of  war,  evca 
in  the  present  unimproved  state  of  their  organiza- 
tion and  discipline  ;  to  improve  which  the  General 
Governmeiit  has  never,  as  yet,  expended  a  single 
dollar.  If  in  this  situation  they  have  shown  them- 
selves to  be  competent,  how  much  more  so  would 
they  be  by  having  even  one  half  the  amount  ex- 
pended to  teach  them  military  science,  that  baa 
been  expended  on  the  regular  army  since  the  late 


war 


Mr.  C.  said,  however  invidious  it  was  to  make 
comparisons  between  the  militia  force  of  the  coun- 
try and  the  regular  army,  he  would  beg  leave  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  a  few  moments 
to  one  or  two  authorities,  in  order  to  show  that  the 
regular  army  had  sometimes  been  unfortunate, 
during  the  late  war,  as  well  as  the  militia.  It 
;  .seems  that  the  highest  expectations  had  not  been 
realized  by  that  kind  of  force,  in  defence  of  this 
place,  as  we  are  informed  by  a  part  of  the  history 
of  that  day.  Speaking  of  the  defence  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  the  Common  Council  of  Alex- 
andria says :  "  The  forts  erected  for  the  defence 
'  of  the  District,  having  been  blown  up  by  our 
*  own  men,  (United  States'  regular  troops.)  and 
'  abandoned,  without  resistance,  the  town  of  Alex- 
'  andria  was  left  without  the  means  of  defence." 
He  did  not  mean  to  say  they  had  acted  incorrectly 
in  this  case  or  any  other,  for  he  did  not  pretend  to 
know  whether  they  had  or  not.  But  he  hoped  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  would  allow  him,  how- 
ever, to  refer  to  his  own  proclamation  for  authority 
against  the  regular  army,  dated  12th  November, 
1812,  and  addressed  to  the  men  of  New  York. 
He  says : 

"  For  many  years  you  have  seen  your  country  op- 
pressed with  &umeroiis  wrongs.     Your  GoTernmeat, 
although  above  all  others  devoted  to  peace,  has  been 
forced  to  draw  the  sword,  and  rely  for  redress  of  in- 
juries on  the  valor  of  the  American  people.     That 
▼a!or  has  been  conspicuous,  but  the  nation  has  been 
unfortunate  in  the  election  of  some  of  those  who  have 
directed  it.     One  army  baa  been  disgracefully  surren- 
dered   and  lost,     .\nother  has  been    sacrificed  by  a 
precipitate  attempt  to  pass  over  at  the  strongest  point 
of  the  enemy's  lines,  with  most  incompetent  meam. 
The  cause  of  these  miscarriages  is  apparenL    The 
commanders  were  popular  men,  destitute  alike  of  the- 
ory and  experience  in  the  art  of  war.     In  a  few  days 
the  troops  under  my  command  will  plant  the  Ameri- 
can standard  in  Canada.     They  are  men  accustomed 
to  obedience,  silence,  and  steadiness.     They  will  con- 
quer or  they  will  die." 

Mr.  C.  said  he  had  only  called  the  attention  of 
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the  Committee  to  this  proclamation,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
himself  had  not  at  all  times,  and  particularly  at 
that  time,  entertained  this  high  opinion  of  regular 
forces ;  for  here  he  had  made  the  severest  reflec- 
tions against  them,  and  he  thought  the  authority 
of  the  gentleman  himself  was  entitled  to  great 
consideration.  There  were  other  circumstances 
which  took  place  in  the  early  part  of  the  late  war, 
that  would  go  very  far  to  show  that  the  main  re- 
liance of  this  country  ought  never  to  be  placed  on 
a  regular  army ;  but  he  would  not  longer  consume 
the  time  of  the  Committee  by  referring  to  them. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  told  us  that 
there  were  1,600  regulars  engaged  in  the  defence 
of  New  Orleans.     [Mr.  Smyth  here  explained  by 
saying,  including  the  naval  force.]     Mr.  C.  said 
the  official  letter  of  the  commanding  officer,  which 
he  had  previously  read,  had  said  the  regulars  con- 
sisted of  a  part  of  two  regiments,  not  exceeding 
in  the  whole  six  hundred  ;  however,  this  did  not 
include  the  naval  force,  nor  would  the  admission 
of  a  larger  regular  force  make  the  argument  more 
favorable  on  his  side;  for  although  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  had  said  that  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  regular  force  employed  there,  the  victory  would 
not  have  been  achieved,  yet, said  Mr.  C,  it  unfor- 
tunately happens  for  him  that  facts  are  directly 
against  him ;  for  it  will  be  recollected  by  all  who 
are  acquainted  with  the  history  and  events  of  the 
great  battle  of  the  8th  of  January,  that  the  regu- 
lars gave  way  in  the  contest,  and  the  part  of  the 
line  intrusted  to  their  defence  was  taken  possession 
of  by  the  British  forces.     They  were  reinforced  by 
the  militia  of  New  Orleans,  and  the  bastions  re- 
taken after  considerable  loss  on  the  part  of  the  en- 
emy at  that  point.     Here  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
hattle,  so  far  as  the  regular  forces  were  concerned, 
was  lost ;  while  the  militia  of  Tennessee  and  Ken- 
tucky, who  defended  the  other  part  of  the  line, 
encountered  a  superior  force  with  firmness,  not  a 
single  man  of  them  was  known   to  give  way; 
therefore,  instead  of  any  argument  being  drawn 
from  this  great  event  in  favor  of  the  position  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  it  is  directly  against 
him.    Indeed,  if  the  whole  of  the  events  of  the 
late  war  were   taken   into   view,  he  believed  it 
would  be  found  that  lire  militia  forces  that  had 
been  called  into  action  had  been  equally  as  effi- 
cient as  the  regular  forces  were.     Mr.  C.  said  he 
had  not  taken   the  ground,  nor  did  he  intend  to 
say,  that  the  militia  were  a  more  efficient  force  in 
proportion    to   numbers   than   regulars.      It   was 
enough  for  him  to  show  they  were  as  much  so; 
he  admitted  militia  had  sometimes  been  unfortu- 
nate, and  so  had  regular  troops ;  ihey  had  some- 
times wanted  bravery  and  firmness,  and  so  had 
regulars;  at  other  times  the  militia  had  distin- 
guished themselves  for  their  gallant  exploits,  and 
so  had  the  regular  army.     But  it  must  be  admitted 
on  all  sides,  that  the  defence  and   preservation  of 
the  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  country  cannot 
be  entirely  intrusted  to  a  regular  army,  of  any 
size  whatever.     Then  why   not,  he  asked,  with- 
draw from  it  a  part  of  the  public  expenditure,  and 
apply  itjlo  the  discipline  of  the  great  body  of  the 


people,   the  militia,  on   whom   at   last   you  are 
obliged  to  depend  in  time  of  war  ?     The  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Baldwin,)  who  op- 
'  posed  the  reduction  of  the  army  with  so  much 
I  zeal,  has  called  on  us,  who  advocate  this  measure, 
;  to  go  more  minutely  into  detail,  and  show  all  the 
j  different   posts   and   places  where  there   are   too 
many  men.     Sir,  1  shall  not  do  thi.s ;  it  is  the  busi- 
ness of  those  who  wish  to  retain  these  men  in  ser- 
vice, to  show  in  what  way  they  can  employ  them 
beneficially  to  the  Government.     This  they  have 
not  done,  nor  did  he  believe  it  was  in  their  power 
to  show  even  the  number  proposed  by  the  bill  un- 
der discussion,  could   be  usefully  and  bencfically 
employed  during  a  state  of  peace;  and  until  this 
was  shown,  he  .<:hould  take  it  for  granted  that  it 
was  not  in  the  power  of  the  opponents  of  the  bill 
to  do  so. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  himself  believed  that  a  much 
smaller  number  than  was  proposed  by  the  bill 
would  be  sufficient  to  take  care  of  the  public  arms 
and  munitions  of  war  during  a  state  of  peace ;  and 
he  did  not  think  it  indispensably  necessary  that 
more  should  be  retained  than  would  answer  this 
purpose,  for  it  was  all  the  .service  they  could  ren- 
der during  a  state  of  peace;  and  when  war  comes 
the  people  must  fight  their  own  battles.  He  could 
not  agree  to  the  doctrine  of  the  gentlemen  from 
Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  and  others  who  oppose 
this  bill,  that  a  freeman  shall  depend  upon  a  .slave 
to  protect  him  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  liberties. 
This  was  the  doctrine  of  despots  and  tyrants.  He 
well  knew  that  in  the  same  proportion  that  the 
reliance  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
increased  in  favor  of  a  standing  army,  as  a  means 
of  defence  in  time  of  war,  so  in  the  same  propor- 
tion would  the  improvement  of  the  militia  be  ne- 
glected, until  they  would  ultimately  be  lost  sight 
of  altogether.  Such,  he  thought,  was  now,  and 
had  been,  the  tendency  of  the  Government  for 
many  years  past.  That  there  was  an  increasing 
predilection  in  favor  of  this  doctrine  of  standing 
armies  in  time  of  peace,  he  thought,  must  be  ob- 
vious to  the  most  common  observer — a  doctrine 
repugnant  to  the  very  principle  of  liberty,  and 
contrary  to  his  most  sober  judgment ;  a  doctrine 
which  he  hoped  would  now  be  stopped  in  its  pro- 
gress, for  he  feared  if  it  survived  the  present  con- 
flict, it  would  be  in  vain  hereafter  to  attempt  to 
resist,  and  if  it  prevails  will  be  fatal  to  the  boasted 
liberty  and  happiness  of  the  people. 

If  any  thing  further  should  be  required  to  prove 
that  a  standing  army  was  not  calculated  to  answer 
the  purposes  of  this  Government,  it  would  be  found 
in  the  history  of  what  was  called  the  Seminole 
war.  It  would  be  recollected,  when  this  petty 
war  took  place,  we  had  a  regular  standing  army 
often  thousand  at  least,  but  according  to  the  cal- 
culation of  some  gentlemen,  an  array  of  twelve  or 
thirteen  thousand  ;  and  with  this  army  of  ten 
thousand,  you  could  not  subdue  two  or  three  hun- 
dred deluded  savages  and  runaway  negroes,  who 
had  collected  in  the  wilds  of  the  South,  without 
calling  on  the  militia  of  the  States  of  Georgia  and 
Tennessee  to  a.ssisl  you.  This  would  always  be 
the  case  with  any  regular  force  so  widely  dis- 
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persed.  You  never  can  with  facility  concentrate 
them  at  any  one  point ;  therefore  must  always 
rely  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  most  adjacent  States 
to  repel  invasions.  He  did  not  entertain  fears  that 
the  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  country  were 
about  to  be  subverted  immediately  by  this  army  of 
ten  or  twelve  thousand,  though,  if  such  doctrines 
as  had  been  advanced  were  indulged,  we  should 
soon  come  to  that  period.  The  influence  of  the 
present  military  establishment  on  this  body  had 
been  seen  on  almost  every  subject  that  had  any 
relation  to  the  army.  It  had  been  known  to  have 
an  influence  in  the  councils  of  every  nation  in  ex- 
istence during  a  state  of  peace  ;  and  that  influence 
was  alwas  found  to  be  in  proportion  to  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  army.  He  said,  Spain,  Italy,  and 
other  European  countries,  had  recently  given  a 
lessoii  on  the  subject  of  what  changes  regular 
standing  armies  can  make  in  Governments. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  believed  the  history  of  nations 
furnished  us  abundant  proof,  that,  as  a  nation  ad- 
vances in  the  habit  of  keeping  up  standing  armies 
ill  time  of  peace,  in  the  same  degree  are  the  prin- 
ciples of  free  government  abandoned,  until  liberty 
and  equality  are  no  longer  known  to  exist ;  there- 
fore, he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  guard  against  the 
encroachment  of  such  doctrines,  however  gradu- 
ally they  may  be  made.  He  said  he  had  always 
believed  the  people  were  competent  to  the  forma- 
tion of  their  own  government,  and  also  to  the  de- 
fence of  it  after  it  was  formed.  But  let  us  con- 
sider for  a  moment  what  this  doctrine  in  favor  of 
standing  armies  and  the  reproaches  against  the 
militia  are  calculated  to  lead  us  to.  Why,  sir, 
they  say  the  free  people  of  the  United  States  are 
not  competent  to  their  own  defence.  This  is  the 
doctrine  which  has  been  contended  for;  and  if  it 
obtains  the  sanction  of  this  House,  it  is  to  be 
considered  as  settled.  They  then  will  have  gained 
the  first  step  towards  the  great  object,  and  that,  too, 
by  far  the  most  important;  for  they  can  go  but 
one  step  further,  and  that  is,  to  settle  the  doctrine 
that  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  not  com- 
petent to  self-government.  The  one  is  just  as  rea- 
sonable as  the  other ;  and,  let  me  tell  you,  sir,  that 
when  this  first  step  is  gained,  the  other  will  shortly 
follow.  He  said  he  hoped  such  doctrines  as  these 
would  never  prevail  in  any  department  of  the 
Government,  and,  if  it  should,  that  they  would 
never  meet  the  sanction  of  this  House,  nor  the 
people ;  and  then,  indeed,  would  vanish  the  last 
vestige  of  human  liberty. 

He  said  he  had  not  gone  through  the  whole  of 
the  arguments  he  had  intended  to  offer  to  the 
Committee;  but  he  had  consumed  much  more 
time  than  he  had  intended  ;  he  would  therefore 
decline  any  further  remarks  at  that  time  on  the 
subject. 


*r. 
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Friday,  January  12. 
AMENDMENT  OF  THE  JOURNAL. 

The  first  entry  in  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was 
read,  in  the  following  words : 

"  Mr.  Lowndes  presented    three    memorials  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  RepresenUtives  of  Missouri — 


one  praying  that  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  may 
be  permitted  to  apply  ihe  payments  already  made  to 
such  of  their  entries  as  ibo  said  payments  will  cover, 
at  two  dollars  per  acre,  relinquishing  the  residue  of 
the  land  to  ihc  United  States — another  praying  that 
persons  eniitled  to  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the 
purchase  of  piiblic  lands,  may  be  permitted  to  make 
pnymcnt  for  saiii  lands  wiihin  the  times  heretofore 
prescribed  by  law,  or  prompt  payment,  at  the  option 
of  the  persons  holding  such  pre'-emption  right— the 
other,  praying  that  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the 
purchase  of  public  lands  maybe  extended  to  certain 
settlers  therein  described  ;  which  memorials  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands." 

Mr.  Robertson,  conceiving  that  Missouri  had, 
in  this  entry,  been  styled  a  territory,  objected  to 
her  being  so  styled  ;  but,  on  examination,  finding 
It  was  not  so,  waived  a  motion  he  was  about  to 
have  made  to  amend  it. 

Mr.  Cobb,  however,  adverting  to  the  terms  of 
the  memorial,  said,  that  it  appeared  to  be  from 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  "  the 
State  of"  Missouri,  though  not  so  stated  in  the 
Journal.  Mr.  C.  moved  to  amend  the  Journal  in 
this  particular,  by  inserting  the  words  "the  Sute 
of,"  before  the  word  "  Missouri." 

When  the  reporter  entered  the  Hall,  Mr.  Bar- 
bour was  up,  arguing  in  favor  of  an  amendment, 
which  would  make  the  Journal  conform  to  the 
fact,  which,  he  contended,  it  did  not  as  it  now 
stood. 

Mr.  Anderson  expressed  his  opinion  that  the 
Journal,  as  it  stood,  expressed  truly  the  fact  of  a 
memorial  being  presented  from  Missouri.  Though 
it  might  have  been  more  distinctly  stated,  yet  the 
omission  of  the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  did 
not  take  from  Missouri  the  character  of  a  State, 
It  being  a  frequent  mode  of  expression  in  regard 
to  other  States,  to  speak  of  them  without  the  pre- 
fix of  "the  State  of."  Mr.  A.  also  suggested  a 
wish  that  his  friends  should  not  press  the  objec- 
tion they  had  set  up,  by  way  of  obtaining  a  de- 
cision of  the  Missouri  question,  on  a  motion  to 
amend  the  Journal. 

Mr.  Robertson  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of 
the  motion.  The  memorials,  he  said,  professed  to 
be  from  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Missouri. 
If  Missouri  had  not  been  considered  as  a  State,  of 
course  the  memorials  in  that  shape  would  not  have 
been  received.  Having  been  received  as  memoriab 
from  the  State,  why  should  not  the  fact  be  cor- 
rectly stated  on  the  Journal  ? 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  was  in  favor  of  the 
proposed  amendment,  on  the  general  ground  that, 
if  It  took  place,  the  Journal  would  correspond 
more  precisely  with  the  fact,  than  in  its  present 
shape. 

Mr.  Warfield  said,  that  a  decision  in  favor  of 
the  proposed  amendment  would  not  express  the 
sense  of  the  Houre,  either  in  one  way  or  the  other. 
Conceiving  that  the  entry  on  the  Journal,  as  it 
now  stood,  was  an  entry  of  that  description  which 
would  explain  sufficiently  what  was  the  nature  of 
the  memorial,  he  was  opposed  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  proposed,  in  order  to 
obviate  the  difficulty,  to  insert  in  the  Journal  the 
words  "  purporting  to  be,"  a  memorial  from  the 
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Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State 
of  Missouri,  dbc. 

Mr.  Cook  was  opposed  to  the  proposed  amend- 
ment. If  made,  he  said,  it  would  decide  no  prin- 
ciple. If  Missouri  was  not  a  State,  calling  her  so 
would  not  make  her  so.  It  would  be  an  equally 
appropriate  amendment  to  style  her  the  Republic 
of  Missouri,  as  her  Convention  had  styled  ner  in 
the  preamble  to  the  constitution  which  had  been 
formed  for  her  government,  Sec. 

Mr.  Cobb,  in  reply  to  a  wish  which  had  been 
expressed,  that  he  would  withdraw  his  motion, 
said,  that  be  could  not  consent  to  do  it.  He  wish- 
ed the  Journal  to  conform,  as  it  ought,  to  the  fact. 
Three  memorials  had  been  presented  from  a  body, 
organized  under  a  constitution  of  government, 
formed  by  virtue  of  a  law  of  Congress  authoriz- 
ing the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a  State  govern- 
ment. In  that  shape  having  been  presented,  in 
that  and  in  no  other  shape  could  the  memorials 
have  been  received  ;  and  the  Joumai  ought  to  state 
the  fact  as  it  occurred. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  sorry,  he  said,  that  any  dis- 
cussion should  have  arisen  as  to  the  description  of 
any  paper  presented  to  the  House  in  the  shape  of 
a  memorial.  It  had  been  the  uniform  practice,  in 
making  up  the  Journal,  to  give  to  memorialists 
the  name  which  they  themselves  assumed.  By 
way  of  illustration,  he  referred  to  the  memorial 
presented  at  the  present  session  from  persons  styl- 
mg  themselves  the  National  Institution  for  the 
protection  of  domestic  industry,  from  the  delegates 
of  Agricultural  Societies,  from  the  delegates  from 
various  interests  at  Philadelphia,  dec,  all  of  which, 
without  investigating  the  merits  of  the  pretensions 
of  the  respective  memorialists,  had  been  announc- 
ed in  the  Journal  in  their  own  language.  We 
pay  that  respect  to  petitioners,  said  Mr.  B.,  that 
we  designate  them  as  they  choose  to  designate 
themselves.  The  annunciation  on  the  Journal  of 
their  designations,  was,  properly,  a  mere  recital  of 
what  they  chose  to  call  themselves.  If  the  prin- 
ciple were  now  to  be  introduced,  that  every  per- 
son or  association  of  persons  were  to  be  held  to 
prove  that  they  really  are  what  they  profess  to  be, 
It  would  involve  the  House  in  endless  difficulties. 
He  was  therefore  in  favor  of  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Cobb. 

Mr.  Randolph,  after  a  preliminary  remark  or 
two,  not  distinctly  heard  from  the  pressmg  of 
members  round  him,  said,  that  he  rose  to  intro- 
duce a  precedent  applicable  to  this  occasion,  which, 
he  trusted,  would  be  received  with  all  the  respect 
due  to  so  high  and  transcendental  authority.  The 
oonduct,  said  he,  which  this  Government  has  to 
this  instant  pursued  towards  the  Slate  of  Mis- 
souri, is  sanctioned  by  the  conduct  which  was 
pursued  towards  these  States  when  colonies,  by 
His  Britannic  Majesty  and  his  faithful  Lords  and 
Commons  in  Parliament  assembled.  What  was 
their  language  after  our  independence  was  de- 
clared ?  What  was  their  conduct  which  led  U> 
the  long  and  bloody  war  which  terminated  in  the 
ae^pP^cdgment  of  our  independence  ?  The  very 
lao&^e  which  we  are  holding,  and  the  very 
confi^  we  are  pursuing  towards  Missouri.     The 


parallel,  said  Mr.  R.,  runs  on  all  fours.  In  our 
extreme  tenderness  for  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  colored  citizens,  we  have  already  brought  into 
jeopardy  the  rights  and  privileges  of  our  white 
fellow-citizens  as  well  as  of  those  colored  ones 
who  are  the  objects  of  our  solicitude.  Mr.  R. 
said  he  had  intended  to  abstain,  as  he  had  until 
now  abstained,  from  taking  any  part  or  lot  in  this 
affair.  But  when  he  saw  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  pursuing  a  course  of  conduct  in 
servile  imitation  of  the  British  Parliament,  be 
could  no  longer  refrain.  He  would  stake  his  sal- 
vation, he  said,  dear  to  him  as  that  was,  that,  if 
the  constitution  of  Missouri  had  contained  an  in- 
hibition of  slavery,  the  House  would  never  have 
heard  of  the  objection  now  raised  to  it;  and, 
were  he  to  engage  in  the  discussion  of  it,  he  would 
take  that  ground.  However  that  might  be,  he 
said,  it  was  a  more  important  matter  that  the 
Journals  of  this  House  should  contain  the  truth. 
An  honorable  member  behind  him  had  uttered 
the  sentiment,  the  other  day,  that  it  was  proper 
that  petitions  to  this  House  should  contain  the 
truth.  It  was  of  infinitely  more  importance,  Mr. 
R.  said,  that  the  Journal  should  contain  the 
truth ;  and  he  pronounced  that  the  Joumai  for 
yesterday,  in  its  present  mutilated,  mangled,  and 
garbled  state,  did  not  speak  the  truth.  It  holds 
out  that,  said  he,  which  we  know  to  be  false. 
And  is  it  a  mere  matter  of  form  that  we  should 
send  out  to  the  people,  as  the  record  of  our  pro- 
ceedings, a  paper  which  contains,  on  the  face  of 
it,  a  palpable  and  atrocious  falsehood  ? 

Mr.  Little  called  for  the  reading  of  the  memo- 
rial ;  it  was  read  in  part,  when  Mr.  L.  expressed 
himself  satisfied,  and  said  he  was  sorry  the  Chair 
had  departed  from  the  uniform  practice  and  reg- 
ular rule  in  recording  the  proceedings  of  the  House' 

Mr.  RuEA  was  in  favor  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ment. It  was  the  duty  of  the  House,  he  thought, 
to  see  that  facts  were  correctly  stated  on  the  Jour- 
nal. This  House  had,  in  its  public  acts,  styled 
Missouri  a  State;  and  why  should  she  not  be  so 
called  on  the  Journal  ?  He  read  the  caption  of 
one  of  the  memorials  to  show  that  it  purported  to 
be  from  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  State  of  Missouri,  in  General  Assem- 
bly, dec.  The  Journal,  he  said,  ought  to  describe 
the  memorial  as  it  really  was. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Cobb's  motion  was  then 
taken,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.    Abbot,   Alexander,  Allen  of  Ten- 
neMce,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Bald- 
win,   Ball,     Barbour,    Bayly,     BloomfielJ,     Brevard, 
Brown,   Brush,    Bryan,    Burton,    Burwell.    Butler  of 
Louisiana.    Cannon,  Cobb,   Cocke,  Crawford,  Crow- 
ell,   Culpeper,    Cuthbert,  Edwarda  of  North  Carolina^ 
Eustis,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Garnett,  Gorham,   Hack- 
ley,    Hall  of  North  Carolina.    Hardin,    Hill,  Hooks, 
Jackson,   Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jone*  of  Ten- 
nessee,   Little,    Livermore,    Lowndes,     McCoy,   Mc- 
Creary,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky, 
Merga,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  T.  L.    Moore,  Neale,  Nelson 
of  Virginia,   Newton,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney, 
Randolph,  Rankin,    Rhea,  Robertaon,  Sawyer,  Settle, 
Shaw,  Simkins,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smitb 


of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North 
Carolina,  Stevens,  Terrell,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Vir- 
ginia, Walker,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Williams 
of  North  Carolina — 76. 

Nats — Messrs.   Adams,    Allen    of  Massachosetts, 
Allen   of  New    York,    Anderson,    Beecher,   Boden, 
Boffum,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Cla- 
gelt,  Clark,  Cook,  Crafts,    Cusbman,  Dane,  Darling- 
ton, Dennison,   Dickinson,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Con- 
necticut, Fay,  Fuller,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of 
Pennsylvania,  Guyon.  Hall  of  New    York,  Hall  of 
Delaware,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibshman, 
Hobart,  Hoktetter,    Kendall,  Kinsley,    Lathrop,  Lin- 
coln, Maclay,  McCullough,   Mallary,  Marchand,  Mo- 
nell,  R.  Moore,  S.   Moore,  Morton,    Moseley,  Murray,  i 
Nelaon    of  Massachusetts,  Parker   of  Massachusetts, 
Patterson,  PhiUon,   Pitcher,   Plumer,  Rich,  Richards, 
Richmond,    Rogers,    Ross,    Russ,    Sergeant,  Silsbee,  ': 
Southard,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  ' 
of  New   York,    Tomlinnon,    Tracy.    Udree,    Upham, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Warfield.  Wendover,  Whit- 
man,  and  Wood — 76. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  equal  in  number,  the 
Speaker  declared  his  vote  with  the  nays.  So 
Mr.  Cobb'b  motion  was  rejected. 

On  this  result  being  declared — 

Mr.  Parker,  of  Virginia,  rose.  The  vote  which 
had  just  been  taken,  he  said,  was,  with  a  few  ex- 
ceptions, of  that  geographical  character  which 
had  marked  the  whole  proceedings  in  regard  to 
Missouri.  For  his  own  part,  he  said,  he  did  not 
at  first  consider  this  question  as  involving  any 
matter  of  principle ;  but,  being  a  new  member,  he 
had  referred  to  the  Journal,  and  he  found  that,  in 
all  cases  of  memorials  from  States,  they  had  been 
stated  to  be  from  States;  and  that  the  same  uni- 
formity of  practice  prevailed  as  to  memorials 
from  Territorial  legislatures.  He  saw  no  reason 
why  a  deviation  trora  this  uniformity  of  practice 
should  have  occurred  in  this  particular  instance  of 
Missouri,  and  not  in  any  other.  There  was,  he 
said,  something  in  it — he  did  not  say  what  it  was — 
but  he  was  for  consistency,  at  all  events,  in  the  rec- 
ords of  the  Congress  of  the  Union.  He  was  for  the 
records  of  this  House  sneaking,  in  the  words  of  the 
law,  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the 
truth.  Under  this  impression,  as  the  House  had 
refused  to  acknowledge  Missouri  to  be  a  State, 
and  as  she  must  be  a  Territory  if  she  be  not  a 
State,  he  moved  to  insert  in  the  Journal,  before 
the  word  "  Missouri,''  the  words  "  the  Territory 
of." 

Mr.  Brush  objected  to  this  amendment,  for 
reasons  which  he  assigned  at  length.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  Missouri  was  constitutionally  and 
politically  a  State,  and  not  a  Territory.  But,  as 
It  was  the  custom  of  this  Government  to  give  to 
its  Territories  a  first  and  second  grade  of  govern- 
ment, preparatory  to  their  assuming  the  rank  of  a 
State  of  the  Union,  he  did  not  see  why  it  could 
not  give  to  them  a  third,  fourth,  or  fifth  grade  of 
government.  He  considered  Missouri  to  be  in  a 
grade  between  territorial  dependence  and  the  con- 
dition of  a  member  of  the  Union  ;  which  idea  he 
illustrated  by  reference  to  the  situation  of  the 
Slate  of  Vermont,  before  she  adopted  the  Federal 
Constitution. 


Mr.  Edwards,  of  North  Carolina,  apprehended 
that  this  proposition  would  operate  as  a  trap  ques- 
tion, producing  embarrassment  without  benefit, 
and  expressed  his  hope  that  the  mover  would 
withdraw  it. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  made  a  few  remarks  to  this 
effect ;  that  the  House  ought  to  regard  the  sub- 
stance and  not  the  shadow  ;  that  the  name  was  of 
no  importance  to  the  actual  condition  of  Mis- 
souri. When  the  question  should  present  itself  in 
a  proper  form,  he  was  ready  to  decide  it ;  but  it 
could  not  be  affected,  either  in  one  way  or  the 
other,  by  the  appellation  which  should  be  given  to 
Missouri  on  the  Journal  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Mercer  was  gratified  that  this  motion  had 
been  made.  As  this  was  the  commencement  of 
our  intercourse  with  the  people  of  Missouri  he 
was  desirous  that  every  step  of  it  should  be  marked. 
Mr.  M.  made  some  further  remarks,  in  the  course 
of  which  he  expressed  his  regret  that  the  coarse 
of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois. 
(Mr.  Cook,)  had  been,  in  his  view,  disrespectful 
to  Missouri. 

Mr.  Cook  disclaimed  any  intention  to  speak 
disrespectfully  of  the  people  of  Missouri,  whom,  on 
the  contrary,  he  said,  beheld  in  high  respect ;  and 
he  sincerely  hoped  that  Missouri  would  be  admitted 
into  the  Union,  and  soon. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  Louisiana,  said,  that,  on  in- 
specting the  Journal,  it  appeared  that  the  original 
entry  in  it  corresponded  with  the  caption  of  the 
memorial,  in  which  the  word  State  is  employed. 
As  the  Journal  now  reads,  moreover,  in  the  part 
speaking  of  the  public  lands,  the  words  "  within 
the  said  State"  had  been  erased  in  two  instances, 
to  avoid  the  word  State,  which  made  the  whole 
entry  absurd,  inasmuch  as  the  memorial  is  made 
to  apply  not  to  purchasers  of  land  "  within  the 
said  State,"  which  words  were  erased,  but  to  pur- 
chasers of  land  throughout  the  United  States.  Mr. 
B.  said  he  would  therefore  ask  whether  the  Clerk 
had  undertaken  to  make  these  alterations. 

The  Speaker  then  stated  from  the  chair,  that 
it  was  the  practice  that  the  Journal  should  be  writ- 
ten by  the  Clerk.  The  rules  of  the  House  made 
it  the  duty  of  the  Speaker  to  "  examine  and  cor- 
rect the  Journal  before  it  is  read."  If,  being  so 
examined  and  corrected  by  the  Speaker,  it  should 
not,  in  the  opinion  of  any  member,  be  correct,  it 
was  competent  for  any  member  to  move  to  amend 
it,  and  for  the  House,  should  such  be  its  pleasure, 
to  direct  it  to  be  amended.  In  the  present  instance, 
the  presiding  officer  had  thought  proper  so  to  cor- 
rect the  Journal,  as  that  it  should  not  be  taken 
either  to  affirm  or  deny  that  Missouri  was  a  State, 
that  being  a  question  on  which  the  House  was 
greatly  divided  in  opinion. 

Mr.  Tri.mble  requested  the  Clerk  to  state  the 
date  of  the  petition,  in  order  to  show  that  the  pe- 
tition was  not  posterior  to  the  decision  of  tnis 
House  against  declaring  the  admission  of  Missouri 
into  the  Union,  and  that  th^efore  Missouri  had 
not  assumed  a  name  which  had  been  denied  to 
her  by  Congress.  Mr.  T.  expressed  his  satisfac- 
tion that  Mr.  Cook  had  explained  his  meaning  ; 
having  believed,  until  he  had  made  it,  that  his 
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observations  in  regard  to  Missouri  had  been  iron- 
ically intended.    Mr.  T.  did  not  by  any  means 
consider  the  present  motion  as  a  trap,  out  as  a 
serious  proposition,  which  gentlemen  would  not 
find  it  easy  to  dispose  of.     There  were  members  of 
this  House  who  believed  that  Missouri  was  yet  a 
territory.    Mr.  T.  said  he  was  not  one  of  them  ; 
but  those  who  did  believe  so  would  of  course  vote 
for  the  resolution.     He  was  obliged,  he  said,  to  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  for   having  suggested 
what  he  had  done  in  regard  to  the  parallel  between 
•the  proceedings  of  the  British  Parliament  during 
our  Revolution  and  those  of  the  present  Congress. 
He  did  remember  himself  many  instances  in  which 
the  petitions  of  the  people  of  these  States  were 
refused  to  be  received  in  Parliament  because  the 

Sititioners  did  not  correctly  describe  themselves, 
e  remembered  the  letter  of  Washington  was  re-  ; 
fused  to  be  received  because  it  purported  to  come  j 
from  General  Washington.     Had  not  the  people  of 
Missouri  a  right   to  baptize  themselves  by  such  I 
name  as  they  cho.>e?    Mr.  T.  said  he  regretted  j 
that  the  Chair  should  have  thought  itself  under  the  ; 
necessity  of  altering  the  Journal.     The  subject,  in  j 
itself  not  very  important,  had  been  made  so  by  the  | 
alterationof  the  Journal,  which  alteration  it  seemed 
had  been  made  by  the  Speaker.     It  appeared  to  , 
betray  an  unreasonable  jealousy  on  this  subject,  to 
say  the  least  of  it.     He  begged  the  Speaker's  par-  ! 
don,  he  said — he  did  not  mean  to  say  that  he  felt  \ 
this  jealousy ;  but,  in   the  course  which  he  had  i 
taken,  there  was  an  overweening  caution — an  ap-  1 
nearance  of  a  jealousy  which  ought  not  to  have  ' 
been  betrayed  towards  this  people.     Mr.  T.  said 
he  trusted  gentlemen  would  not  feel  much  diffi- 
culty in  voting  on  this  question.     We  find,  he  said, 
that  the  question  just  taken,  small  as  it  was,  has 
drawn  a  line  across  the  United  States.     Let  the 
Journal  stand  as  it  ought  to  do.     Do  not  tell  the 
people  of  Missouri,  We  are  so  jealous  of  you,  we 
are  fearful   of  your   thrusting   yourself  into  the 
Union,  and  partaking  at  the  sacred  board  and 
drinking  of  the  cup  of  wine.     Do  not  say  to  them, 
We  are  so  apprehensive  you  will  come  to  the  com- 
munion table  by  the  name  which  you  give  your- 
selves, that  we  will  give  you  no  name.    Mr.  T. 
said  he  should  vote  against  the  proposed  amend- 
ment, because,  in  his  opinion,  Missouri  was  a  State, 
and  not  a  Territory.     Those  who  held  the  other 
opinion  must  be  compelled  to  vote  in  favor  of  this 
proposition,  or  acknowledge  that  their  ground  was 
untenable. 

Mr.  EowARDs,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  in  regard 
to  this  motion,  he  did  not,  when  up  before,  mean 
to  insinuate  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Parker)  had  meant  to  set  a  trap  for  others.  He 
might  have  laid  a  snare  without  designing  it.  For 
himself,  Mr.  E.  said,  he  believed  Missouri  was  a 
State.  ;  He  feared  that  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
might  be  adopted,  and  that  the  misnomer  would 
be  entered  on  the  Journal.  For  no  other  reason 
had  he  wished  the  motion  to  be  withdrawn.  He 
should  vote  against  the  motion  with  pleasure,  be- 
cause he  believed  Missouri  had  lost  her  territorial 
character  and  could  not  be  otherwise  than  a  State. 

Mr.  Parker  said  he  was  placed  in  a  difficult 
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situation,  by  the  application  to  him  to  withdraw 
his  motion.     Other  friends  were  opposed  to  his 
withdrawing  it.    He  had  concluded  to  persist  in 
it.      It  was  not  intended  as  a  trap  for  any  one. 
Had  it  been  so  intended,  he  did  not  know  but  that 
j  he  might  have  found  illustrious  examples,     it  was 
j  not  a  question  of  mere  form.      The  state  of  the 
{  vote  just  taken  proved  that  it  was  not.     The  ques- 
tion in  fact,  as  voted  upon,  bad  been,  is  Missouri 
a  State  or  a  Territory?     If  she  was  a  Territory 
i  as  she  had  bein  voted  not  to  be  a  State,  why  re^ 
i  ject  this  proposition  so  to  designate  her?     I  say 
I  said  he,  she  is  a  State;  and  were  I  a  citizen  of 
I  that  State  I  would  never,  at  your  suggestion,  strike 
,  out  that  clause  in  the  constitution  to  which  objec- 
:  tion  has  been  made.     If  I  found  it  convenient  to 
j  myself  to  do  so,  I  would  ;  but  I  would  not  do  it  on 
1  your  recommendation,  even  for  the  important  boon 
j  of  being  admitted  in  the  Union.      I  would  rather 
be  trodden  down  by  the  armies  from  the  North  and 
I  East,  and,  if  you  could  get  them,  from  the  South, 
than  yield  this  pomt;  and  I  avow  it  in  the  face  of 
the  world.    If  ever  on  earth  a  people  has  been  mal- 
treated It  IS  ihis  people.     There  seemed,  Mr.  P. 
said,  to  be  a  suppression  of  something  on  that  jour- 
nal;  because   the   very  words  which   had    been 
stricken  out  of  it  were  to  be  found  in  the  caption 
of  the   memorials.      Why  are    they  suppressed? 
For  the  purpose,  evidently,  of  implying  the  other 
way.     He  was  not  for  this  mode  of  dealing;  he 
was  for  having  the  facts  stated  in  plain  English, 
that  all  might  understand  them.    Mr.  P.  said  he 

wanted  to  hear  no  more  of  precedents  here he 

had  heard  more  than  enough  of  them ;  but  if  a 
matter  was  to  stand  for  precedent,  even  as  to  the 
form  of  the  Journal,  he  wished  it  should  be  a  pre- 
cedent either  one  way  or  other,  and  not  a  mere 
equivocation. 

Mr.  Ross  said,  he  was  aware  that  the  House  had 
involved  itself  in  some  difficulty  by  the  reception 
of  the  petitions  in  the  form  in  which  they  were  pre- 
sented, as  being  from  a  State.     They  ought  not  to 
have  been  received  in  that  form.      Mis.souri,  Mr. 
R.  said,  was  either  a  Territory  or  a  State.     If  she 
be  a  State,  she  is  a  State  known  to  the  Constitu- 
i  tion  of  the  United  States.     She  is  not  one  of  the 
j  old  original  thirteen  States.     Has  she  ever  been 
received  into  the  Federal  family  as  a  State?    She 
has  not.   Does  she  assume  the  character  of  a  State 
without  being  .so  received  ?    Does  she  tell  you,  we 
were  once  a  Territory,  but  we  have  thrown  ofl'our 
territorial  character,  and  assumed  that  of  a  State 
without  your  authority?    If  this  doctrine  is  to  be 
tolerated,  said  Mr.  g.,  away  with  your  forms  of 
territorial  government  at  once.     Let  your  Terri- 
tories at  once  assume  the  character  of  States.     If 
Missouri  be  a  State,  she  must  be  a  lawful  State. 
By  what  law  is  she  made  a  State?    It  was  sound 
orthodoxy  in  politics,  that  there  cannot  be  a  State 
within  the  territorial  limits  of  the  United  States, 
without  the  authority  of  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.    Missouri  was  not  a  State  by  that  au- 
thority, and  he  was  perfectly  ready  to  vote  and 
declare  his  opinion  that  Mis^^ouri  is  now  a  Ter- 
ritory. 

Mr.  Rhea  referred  to  the  act  of  the  last  session 
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of  Congress,  to  show  that  Congress  had  authorized 
the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a  State  government, 
and  assume  such  name  as  they  might  think  proper. 
They  had  assumed  a  name  accordingly,  and  Mr. 
R.  said  it  could  not  be  taken  from  them  except  by 
law.  This  House,  then,  had  given  them  the  name, 
which  was  now  refused  to  them  on  the  Journal. 
Nay,  at  this  very  session  a  joint  committee  of  the 
House,  appointed  to  consider  the  subject,  had  re- 
w)rted  a  resolution,  declaring  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union.  With  respect 
to  the  Journal,  Mr.  R.  said,  the  Speaker  had  a 
power  over  it  analogous  to  that  which  a  court  has 
over  the  presentment  of  a  jury — a  poAver  to  alter 
it  in  manner  or  form,  but  not  in  substance.  Mr. 
R.  here  required  the  Clerk  to  read  the  Journal,  as 
it  was  before  it  was  altered  bv  the  Speaker  this 
morning. 

The  Speaker  pronounced  that  it  was  not  in 
order  to  read  any  Journal,  as  the  Journal  of  the 
House,  but  that  which  had  been  corrected  bv  its 
presiding  officer. 

After  a  iew  further  remarks,  to  the  same  effect 
as  the  preceding,  Mr.  Rhea  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Plumer  said  he  had  voted  against  the  mo- 
tion to  insert  the  word  "State,"  and  he  should 
vote  against  this,  because  he  considered  it  not  ad- 
visable or  proper  to  decide  incidentally  a  main 
question,  and  one  which  was  much  contested.  To 
avoid  affording  precedents,  for  precedents  had  been 
already  quoted  from  the  Journal,  he  thought  it 
proper  to  leave  the  Journal  in  its  present  shape, 
neither  affirming  nor  denying  any  thing.  He 
should,  therefore,  vote  against  the  amendment  now 
under  consideration,  as  he  had  against  that  first 
proposed. 

Mr.  LowNOEa  rose,  in  consequence  of  a  sugges- 
tion from  Mr.  Ross,  to  say,  that  when  he  yester- 
day presented  these  memorials,  he  distinctly  stated, 
m  audible  words,  that  they  were  from  the  State 
of  Missouri.  He  did  not  mean  to  enter  into  this 
question  ;  but,  he  said,  in  the  anxiety  to  escape  one 
difficulty,  the  object  of  one  of  the  memorials,  at 
least,  was  presented  on  the  Journal  differently  from 
what  that  object  was.  It  was  necessary  that  the 
object  of  each  petition  should  be  stated  on  the 
Journal  of  the  day  on  which  it  was  presented  By 
the  erasure  of  the  words  "within  the  State"  twice 
where  It  ought  to  have  occurred  on  the  Journal,' 
«ie  objects  of  the  memorialists  were  perverted! 
But  he  did  not  mean  to  enter  into  the  discussion! 
having  only  risen  to  state  the  fact  which  occurred 
yesterday. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Virginia,  said,  the  House  had 
decided  one-half  of  the  question  respectin«T  Mis- 
souri. They  had  decided  what  she  is  no't,  and 
must  now  say  what  she  is.  He  put  the  question 
to  gentlemen  of  the  majority,  whether  they  could, 
after  their  former  votes,  hazard  the  assertion  that 
Missouri  IS  not  a  Territory,  which  they  must  do 
by  voting  against  this  amendment?  If  they  did 
not  now  declare  her  a  Territory,  the  course  they 
had  hitherto  pursued  stood  condemned  by  their 
own  votes,  because  every  man  knows  that  Mis- 
souri is  either  a  Territory  or  a  State.  He  hoped, 
he  said,  that  gentlemen  would  not  shrink  from  the 


consequences  of  their  own  vote.     He  called  upon 

them  to  stand  to  it.     If  they  refused  to  do  so,  he 

I  should  consider  their  refusal,  as  he  did  their  refusal 

j  the  other  day  to  consider  the  resolution  offered  by 

him,  as  a  proof  that  they  were  not  willing  to  meet 

,  the  consequences  of  the  votes  which  they  had 

given.    He  appealed  to  the  pride  of  gentlemen  to 

meet  this  question.    One  word  more — who  are  the 

memorialists?    In  what  light  must  we  consider 

them?     In  the  character  which  they  profess in 

that  which  they  assume.    Can  you,  said  Mr.  A., 
receive  a  paper  which  these  people  present  to  you, 
and  fashion  it  according  to  your  conceptions,  and 
not  according  to  theirs?    Must  you  not  pursue  the 
course,  if  you  do  not  receive  it  as  offered,  of  reject- 
ing It  altogether,  as  suggested  by  the  gentleman 
Irom  Ohio  ?  His  honorable  colleague  had  said  that 
the  conduct  of  this  House  towards  Mis.«5ouri  equal- 
led the  tyrannous  proceedings  of  the  British  Par- 
liament towards  this  country.    Mr.  A.  said,  it  not 
only  equalled,  but  went  beyond  it.   If,  said  he,  you 
can  change  the  character  of  the  memorialists,  I 
should  like  to  know  whether  you  cannot  likewise 
alter  their  prayer,  and  make  it  unlike  the  prayer 
they  intended  t     And  would  any  man  say  that  this 
House  could  receive  a  petition  from  any  quarter 
and  make  it  what  it  was  not  intended  to  be?        ' 
Mr.  Anoerson  said  his  friends,  he  apprehended, 
would,  in  the  course  they  were  now  pursuing,  find 
themselves  in  the  situation  in  which  men  are  very 
apt  to  be  when  they  act  under  the  influence  of 
passion  rather  than  of  reason — in  the  wrong.    It 
is  always  wrong  to  fiorht  where  you  cannot  but 
sustain  defeat.     It  is  always  wrong  for  a  minority 
to  irritate  a  majority ;  and  this  motion  could  have 
no  other  effect  but  io  irritate.     It  is  the  essence  of 
determination  that  it  prove  something.     But  the 
vote  on  this  motion  would  prove  nothing.    Noth- 
ing would  be  gained  by  it,  and  nothing  would  be 
lost.     How  can  that  be  substance,  which,  whether 
lost  or  won,  means  nothing  ?    No  ingenuity  could 
make  of  it  any  thing  but  a  matter  of  words. 

As  to  the  subject  of  the  main  question,  not  now 
presented,  no  man  could  feel  more  anxiety  than 
he ;  no  man's  mind  was  more  excited,  by  day  and 
by  night,  on  that  subject.  By  conciliation,  said 
he,  we  may  succeed  in  ultimately  procuring  what 
I  consider  a  correct  decision  on  it ;  by  exasperation 
we  are  sure  to  fail.  I  deny,  said  he,  that  the  vote 
which  has  just  been  taken  proves  that  Missouri  is 
not  a  State.  It  proved  nothing  else  but  that,  in 
the  opinion  of  those  who  voted  against  the  amend- 
ment, the  description  in  the  Journal  is  sufficient 
and  intelligible.  Mr.  A.  deprecated  all  attempts 
to  exasperate  the  majority  as  injudicious  and  im- 
politic ;  it  was  not  by  such  a  course  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  friends  of  Missouri  could  be  attained. 

Mr.  Barbour  assured  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, that,  as  far  as  he  had  any  thing  to  do  with 
this  subject,  he  was  not  acting  under  the  influence 
of  exasperation,  but  of  an  earnest  wish  to  do  what 
was  right.  If  gentlemen  were  not  disposed  to  ex- 
press any  opinion  on  this  subject,  the  proper  course 
would  be  to  propose  an  indefinite  postponement. 
But,  if  a  direct  vote  were  taken  on  the  propo-<ied 
amendment,  no  reason  satisfactory  to  him  could 
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be  assigned  for  voting  against  it,  except  that  Mis- 
souri IS  not  in  fact  a  "  Territory."  Gentlemen 
called  it  by  different  names  ;  but,  call  it  by  what 
name  ihey  would,  a  memorial  had  been  presented 
from  two  organized  branches  of  what  he  called 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Missouri.  For 
what  purpose  ?  Did  the  Representatives  of  the 
people  of  that  State  mean  to  intrude  into  the  coun- 
cils of  the  nation  in  regard  to  all  the  public  lands 
within  our  almost  illimitable  bounds?  Certainly 
not ;  and  yet,  by  the  erasure  of  the  words  "  within 
the  said  State,"  their  memorial  was  made  to  bear 
that  construction.  This  observation  Mr.  B.  made 
to  show  that  this  was  not  a  mere  dispute  about 
words.  With  regard  to  the  question  before  the 
House,  he  thought  it  one  of  considerable  import- 
ance. If  nothing  had  been  done  to  the  Journal ; 
if  it  had  followed  the  recital  of  the  memorial, 
there  would  have  been  some  plausibility  in  the 
remark  that  it  was  unimportant.  But,  by  the  al- 
terations which  had  been  made,  a  new  description 
had  been  given  to  the  memorial ;  and  the  decision 
of  the  House  had  the  effect  of  expressing  a  deter- 
mination to  get  rid  of  the  description  which  the 
memorialists  gave  to  themselves  and  to  their  me- 
morial, &c.  With  regard  to  the  precedent,  Mr. 
B.  said,  if  the  Journal  were  permitted  to  stand  in 
its  present  sliape,  it  would  afford  a  much  stronger 
precedent  than  many  which  are  introduced  to  in- 
fluence the  decisions  of  this  House,  In  conclu- 
sion, Mr.  B.  made  some  remark,  which  caused  the 
Speaker  to  repeat  his  decision,  that  "  there  is  no 
Journal  but  that  which  is  before  the  House  as 
corrected  by  the  presiding  officer,  and  read  by  the 
Clerk." 

Mr.  Cobb  said,  as  he  was  desirous  to  hear  the 
Journal  read  as  originally  written,  he  must  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  on  this  point. 

The  question  on  the  appeal  having  been  stated 
from  the  Chair — 

Mr.  Lowndes  expressed  his  regret  that  his  friend 
from  Georgia  had  made  this  appeal,  and  his  hope 
that  it  would  not  be  pressed  to  a  question.  If  it 
were  determined  that  the  Journal  should  be  read 
as  first  written,  the  principle  would  apply  to  the 
whole  detail  of  composing  the  Journal,  and  thence 
to  the  minutest  particulars  of  it,  which  would 
show  that  the  Journal,  as  presented  to  the  House 
in  form,  was  the  only  Journal  of  which  the  House 
properly  had  cognizance,  &c. 

Mr.  Cobb  withdrew  his  appeal. 

Mr.  Mercer  was  called  up  by  what  had  fallen 
from  Mr.  Anderson.  In  the  course  which  he 
had  taken,  Mr.  M.  said,  the  last  sentiment  of  his 
heart  was  disrespect  to  the  majority  of  the  House. 
It  was  awful  anxiety,  and  not  passion,  which  he 
felt  on  this  subject.  Much  less  did  he  wish  to 
draw  the  House  into  a  discussion  whether  Mis- 
souri is  a  State  or  not,  on  a  motion  to  amend  the 
Journal.  Mr.  M.  said  he  was  sorry  that  any 
question  had  arisen  involving  the  Chair;  he 
thought,  with  the  Speaker,  that  what  had  passed  , 
out  /the  House  in  regard  to  this  Journal  ought 
not  to  he  known  in  it,  and  that  the  corrected  form 
of  tjac  Jouroal  only  ought  to  be  considered  as  be- 


fore the  House.  He  deprecated  any  thing  like 
irritation  as  much  as  any  one.  Nothing  but  a 
sentiment  of  mutual  forbearance,  of  good-will  to 
each  other,  of  high  respect  and  confidence,  could 
lead  the  House  to  correct  decisions  on  so  difficult 
a  subject  as  the  main  question  respecting  Missouri. 
That  was,  he  said,  a  subject  of  great  importance. 
If  Missouri  was  not  a  State,  all  her  present  pro- 
ceedings were  contrary  to  law.  If  it  were  so,  and 
under  her  laws  a  man  was  convicted  of  a  crime, 
and  punished  with  death,  it  was  murder  !  Every 
sentence  of  a  court  was  void,  and  every  verdict  of 
a  jury.  Every  act  of  her  Legislature,  superseding 
the  regular  course  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
was  treason  !  He  implored  of  gentlemen  to  pause 
before  they  finally  pronounced  a  decision  which 
would  be  crowned  with  such  terrible  results. 

Mr.  Warfield  said  he  should  of  course  vote 
against  this  motion,  on  tiie  same  grounds  as  he 
had  voted  against  the  preceding  one,  viz :  that  the 
alleged  and  proposed  alteration  of  the  Journal  was 
neither  important  nor  material ;  that  the  alteration 
objected  to  had  been  made  by  the  competent  au- 

I  thority,  and  that  there  was  nothing  in  it  which 
required  the  interposition  of  this  House;  that,  if 
it  could  be  made  to  touch  the  main  question  with 
regard  to  the  actual  relation  of  Missouri  to  the 
Union,  that  was  a  question  which  it  would  not  be 
proper  to  decide  in  the  manner  in  which  this 
question  had  been  submitted  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Maryland,  said  he  should  not 
have  risen,  were  it  not  that  he  was  one  of  those 
who  believed  that  Missouri  is  now  a  Territory  of 
the  United  States,  and  yet  should  vote  against  the 
proposition.  His  object  was  that  the  Journal 
should  conform  to  the  fact.  In  his  opinion,  it 
does  so  at  present.  It  was  in  vain  to  tell  the 
House  that  this  was  a  matter  of  importance.  It 
was  a  mere  dispute  between  twcedle-dum  and 
tweedle-dee.  It  was  impossible,  by  any  mode  of 
argument,  to  make  that  important  which  is  of  no 
importance.  By  voting  on  the  motion,  as  had 
been  well  observed,  the  House  would  decide  noth- 
ing. With  all  deference  and  respect  to  gentle- 
men, it  appeared  to  him  that  this  course  of  pro- 
ceeding was  idle.  In  my  estimation,  said  he, 
Missouri  is  a  Territory  of  the  Union,  and  will  so 
remain  until  she  is  Constitutionally  admitted  into 
the  Union.  He  would  not  present  his  whole  view 
of  this  question.  It  was  enough  to  say,  that  Con- 
gress has  no  power  in  regard  to  States,  but  the 

i  power  to  admit  new  States  into  the  Union.  Have 
we  said  that  Missouri  is  admitted  into  the  Union  ? 
No.  She  is  not  then  a  State  of  this  Union.  Is 
she  independent  ?  I  say  not ;  because,  first,  she  is 
not  in  rebellion  against  the  General  Government; 
she  has  not  set  our  authority  at  defiance;  and,  be- 
cause, secondly.  Congress  could  not  make  her  an 
independent  State,  inasmuch  as  the  power  of  Con- 
gress is  to  admit  new  States  into  the  Union,  and 
not  to  make  States  of  any  other  description. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
insert  the  words  "  the  Territory  of  before  the 
word  "  Missouri,"  in  the  clause  of  the  Journal  first 
above  recited,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays. 
The  yeas  were  Messrs.  Mallary,  Ross,  Strong, 
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of  Vermont,  and  Upham.  All  the  other  rotes, 
150  in  number,  were  in  the  negative. 

So  the  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Barbocr  then  moved  to  amend  the  entry 
in  the  Journals  by  inserting,  after  the  words  "pub- 
lic lands,"  the  words  "in  the  late  Territory  of 
Missouri." 

Mr.  Ross  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  of  it  the  word  "late." 

Mr.  Barbour  showed  that  this  motion  presented 
precisely  the  same  question  just  decided  in  the 
negative  by  a  vote  of  150  to  4.  His  object  was 
merely  to  give  a  correct  recital  of  the  memorial. 
Suppose  it  w^ere  a  memorial  from  the  late  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  it  were  proposed  to  strike 
out  the  word  "  late,"  the  House  would  see  how 
essentially  the  fact  would  be  varied  by  such  an 
alteration,  dec. 

Mr.  Storrs,  on  inspecting  the  Journal  and  me- 
morial, expressed  his  impression  that  the  entry, 
as  it  stood,  was  not  incompatible  with  the  contents 
of  the  memorial. 

Mr.  WARnELD  considered  this  again  as  a  mere 
matter  of  form,  and  thought  it  perfectly  immate- 
rial whether  it  was  inserted  or  not,  as  he  thought 
of  the  first  proposition.  As,  however,  the  House 
appeared  to  be  in  no  manner  relieved  from  diffi- 
culty by  the  decisions  already  made,  he  moved,  in 
order  to  get  rid  at  once  of  any  difficulty  on  the 
subject,  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the  first  motion, 
which  was,  to  insert  the  words  "  the  Stale  of," 
before  Missouri. 

The  question  on  reconsideration  having  been 
stated — 

Mr.  Brown  spoke  in  expression  of  his  satisfac- 
tion at  the  question  being  again  presented,  and  in 
support  of  the  principle,  that,  where  there  was  an 
attempt  to  violate  personal  or  political  rights,  re- 
sistance was  a  duty,  not  to  be  departed  from  for 
any  views  of  conciliation. 

Mr.  Ross  expressed  his  astonishment  at  this  mo- 
tion for  reconsideration,  and,  without  accusing  any 
one  of  inconsistency,  said  he  should  consider  him- 
self extremely  inconsistent  had  he  voted  against 
the  motion  at  first,  and  then  moved  to  recon- 
sider it. 

Mr.  Robertson  expressed  his  pleasure  that  there 
was  again  a  prospect  that  the  Journal  would  be 
made  to  conform  to  the  fact,  which  he  argued  to 
show  that  it  did  not  at  present. 

Mr.  Foot  said,  that  the  last  vote  showed  that 
the  insertion  of  these  words  would  decide  nothing, 
and  need  therefore  not  be  objected  to,  inasmuch  as 
only  four  members  of  the  House  had  voted  Mis- 
souri to  be  a  Territory,  though  so  many  were 
known  to  believe  her  to  be  a  Territory. 

Mr.  Warfielo  defended  himself  from  the  in- 
sinuation of  inconsistency.  He  considered  it  the 
right  of  every  man  to  change  and  to  retract  his 
opinions  on  conviction.  With  regard  to  his  legis- 
lative proceedings,  he  said  he  held  himself  amena- 
ble to  those  who  did  him  the  honor  of  giving  him 
a  seat  here,  and  he  held  himself  responsible  no 
where  else.  He  assigned  reasons  why  he  had 
made  his  motion,  arising  from  the  maze  of  per- 
plexing questions  in  which,  by  disagreeing  to  the 


first  motion,  the  House  seemed  to  be  getting  deeper 
and  deeper  involved. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Warfielo's  motion  for 
reconsideration  of  the  first  vote  was  then  decided 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Yea« — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Ar- 
cher ot  Marjland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baldwin,  Ball, 
Barbour,  Bayly,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brown,  Brush, 
Bryan,  Burton,  Burwell,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crawford, 
Croweli,  Culbreth,  Colpeper,  Cuthbert,  Earic,  Ed- 
wards of  North  Carolina,  Eustis,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot, 
Garnett,  Gray,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hill, 
Hooks,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of 
Tennessee,  Little,  Lowndes,  McCoy,  McCreary,  Mc- 
Lane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Meigs,  Mer- 
cer, Metcalf,  T.  L.  Moore,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
Newton,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Randolph, 
Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Robertson,  Settle,  Shaw,  Sim- 
kins,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Ste- 
vens, Terrell,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Walker, 
Warfield,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North 
Carolina — 71. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Al- 
len of  New  York,  Anderson,  Baker,  Beecber,  Boden, 
BufTum,  Buller  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Louis- 
iana, Campbell,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cook,  CrafU,  Cosh- 
man,  Dane,  Darlington,  Dennison,  Dickinson,  Eddy, 
Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Fay,  Folger,  Fuller,  Gor- 
ham.  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania, 
Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Deli- 
ware,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibsbman,  Ho- 
bart,  Hostetter,  Kendall,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln, 
Maclay,  McCullough,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Monell,  R. 
Moore,  S.  Moore,  Morton,  Moscley,  Murray,  Nelson  of 
Massachusetts,  Parker  of  .Massachusetts,  Patterson, 
Philson,  Plumer,  Rich,  Richards,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ, 
Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Storrs,  Street, Strong  of  New 
York,  Tarr,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Udree,  Upham,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Wendover,  Whitman,  and  Wood — 77. 

So  the  House  refused  to  reconsider  the  first  vote 
of  to-day. 

Mr.  Barbour,  who  had  withdrawn  his  motion, 
to  make  way  for  that  of  Mr.  Warfielo,  now  re- 
newed it,  as  stated  above ;  and 

Mr.  Ross  renewed  his  motion  to  amend  it,  by 
striking  out  the  word  "  late."  The  House,  he  saia, 
had  just  solemnly  decided,  the  second  time,  that 
the  memorials  were  not  from  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri— yet  this  amendment  proposed  to  describe  it 
as  being  from  the  late  Territory,  &c.,  meaning 
from  the  State  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  Barbour  asked  of  the  gentleman  whether 
the  House  had  not,  with  equal  solemnity,  and  by 
a  vote  of  150  to  4,  decided  that  Missouri  is  not  a 
Territory;  and  whether  his  amendment,  if  it  suc- 
ceeded, would  not  be  in  the  teeth  of  that  decision? 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Ross's 
motion,  and  negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Storrs  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Barbour's 
amendment,  so  as  to  read,  "  in  the  United  States," 
instead  of  "in  the  late  Territory  of  Missouri." 

Mr.  Ranoolph  in  rising  said,  that  the  errors  of 
the  wisest  men  are  not  the  least.  The  House  had 
just  refused  to  strike  out  the  word  "late"  from  the 
amendment  under  consideration,  and  had  of  course 
decided  that  it  should  be  retained ;  so  that,  if  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  pre- 
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Tailed,  it  would  read,  "  in  the  late  United  States !" 
How  was  It  competent  for  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  to  move,  as  a  substitute  for  the  amend- 
ment of  his  colleague,  a  recital  not  according  to 
the  words  of  the  petition,  but  such  as  he  wisned 
the  words  of  the  petition  had  been  ?  If  the  recital 
was  to  correspond  with  the  fact,  the  House  should 
reiiistate  the  words  of  the  memorial,  the  erasure  of 
which  had  led  to  all  this — he  would  not  say  what; 
but,  if  he  were  anywhere  else,  he  would  say- 
shuffling  and  cutting. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  made  a  point  of  order, 
whether  the  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs  was  not  a 
substitute  for  that  of  Mr.  Barbour,  and  therefore 
out  of  order. 

The  Speaker  decided  that  the  word  "late," 
though  the  House  had  refused  to  strike  it  out  by 
itself;  might  be  stricken  out  in  connexion  with 
other  words,  as  now  proposed.  He  also  decided 
that  the  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs,  to  strike  out  a 
part,  but  not  the  whole,  of  Mr.  Barbour's  amend- 
ment, was  not  a  substitute  so  as  to  bring  it  within 
the  rule ;  illustrating  it  by  a  reference  to  the  com- 
mon practice  of  moving  to  strike  out  the  whole  of 
a  bill,  except  the  enacting  clause,  in  order  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  in  a  different  form.  He,  therefore,  pro- 
nounced Mr.  Storrs's  motion  to  be  in  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Storrs's 
motion,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

During  the  past  and  following  proceedings, 
various  meffectual  attempts  were  made  to  procure 
an  adjournment. 

Mr.  Cook  moved,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  this 
question  altogether,  to  postpone  indefinitely  the 
further  consideration  of  this  subject. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  in  a  speech  of 
^rae  length,  protested  against  the  postponement. 
The  Journals,  he  said,  were  distorted,  and  not 
made  up  as  they  ought  to  be,  because  the  word 
Missouri  occurred  in  them.  What  is  Missouri? 
said  he;  is  it  a  river?  Is  it  a  tribe  of  Indians  ? 
Why  should  we  shrink  from  reciting  her  proper 
title  on  the  Journal,  when  we  find  she  has  pre- 
sented us  a  constitution  of  State  government? 
Will  we  suffer  it  to  be  said,  that  sectional  feelings 
have  onerated  to  prevent  us  from  correcting  our 
Journals  so  as  to  make  them  what  they  ought  to 
be  ?     If  this  question  was  not  connected  with  Mis- 


Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  objected  to  this  deci- 
sion ;  and  demanded  whether,  as  a  proposition  to 
amend  could  not  be  postponed  without  postponing 
the  main  question,  which,  in  the  present  case,  was 
the  Journal,  it  was  in  order  thus  to  postpone  the 
Journal  ? 

Mr.  EusTis  suggested  for  consideration  whe- 
ther every  difficulty  could  not  be  avoided  by  direct- 
ing the  whole  of  the  memorials  from  Missouri  to 
be  inserted  on  the  Journal,  instead  of  a  description 
of  them. 

The  Speaker  decided  that  the  motion  to  post- 
pone a  question  to  amend  the  Journal  is  in  order. 
The  Journal,  he  said,  is  a  subject  on  which  no 
question  is  to  be  put,  until  a  question  is  made  by 
a  proposition  to  amend  it.  A  motion  to  postpone 
that  question,  therefore,  it  being  the  only  question 
was  evidently  in  order.  ' 

Mr.  Cook  disclaimed  any  intention  to  evade 
the  question.  He  had  made  the  motion  to  post- 
pone, in  order  to  get  rid  of  irritating  and  unne- 
cessary debate.  As  he  had  failed  in  this  object, 
he  withdrew  the  motion  for  postponement. 

The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  Barbour's  mo- 
tion to  amend  the  Journal — 

Mr.  Anoerson  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
memorial,  to  show  that  the  amendment  was  not 
necessary,  and  might  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Culbreth  said  he  had  been  accidentally 
absent,  this  morning,  on  the  vote  to  insert  the 
word  State  as  applied  to  Missouri,  and  he  wished 
he  could  have  an  opportunity  to  record  his  vote 
on  that  principle.  At  first  he  had  thought  that 
the  present  question  would  afford  him  that  oppor- 
tunity ;  but,  during  the  discussion,  he  had  exam- 
ined the  Journal  and  the  memorial,  and  he  was 
convinced  that  the  amendment,  if  agreed  to,  would 
make  the  prayer  of  the  memorial  what  it  is  not. 
He  should  therefore  vote  against  it. 

The  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to  Mr. 
arbour's  motion  to  insert  "the  late  Territory  of' 
?fore  the  word  "Missouri,"  and  decided  in  the 


souri,  would  there  be  any  hesitation  in  making 


the  proposed  amendment?  Mr.  J.  went  on  to 
say,  that  he  trusted  the  House  would  go  on  and 
vote,  that  the  Journals  should  declare  the  truth 
I  wish,  said  he,  the  Journal  to  show  why  we  are 
opposed  to  correcting  the  Journals,  and  who  we 
are  that  oppose  it,  and  not  to  give  these  questions 
the  go-by,  as  now  proposed. 

Mr.  Brush  demanded,  whether  it  was  in  order 
to  move  to  postpone  in«leiinitely  a  motion  to  amend 
the  Journal. 

The  Speaker  decided  that  it  is  in  order.  There 
were,  he  said,  certain  forms  of  questions  prescribed 
by  the  Rules  of  the  House,  and  their  relative  rank 
assigned  them.  It  was  not  for  the  Chair,  but  for 
the  House,  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  those  ques- 
tions, when  proposed.  Being  proposed,  it  became 
nis  duty  to  propound  them  to  the  House. 


Bai 

before 

negative— yeas  61,  nays  79,  as  follows  f 

YiAs— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher of  Virginia,  Daldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bayly, 
Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brown,  Brush,  Bryan,  Burton, 
Burwell,  Buller  of  Louisiana,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crawford, 
Crowell,  Cuthbert,  Earle,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, 
Fisher,  Floyd,  Garnelt,  Gruy,  Hall  of  North  Carolina, 
Hooks,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of 
I  ennessee.  Little,  Lowndes,  McCoy,  McLane  of  Del- 
aware, McLean  of  Kentucky,  Meigs,  Mercer.  Met- 
calf,  T.  L.  Moore,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  New- 
ton, Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney.  Randolph,  Ran- 
kin, Reid,  Rhea,  Robertson,  Settle,  Simkins.  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Terrell,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia.  Wal- 
ker, Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North 
Carolina. 

Nirs — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  MansachusetU, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Baker, 
Beecher,  Boden,  Buffum,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire, 
Campbell,  Clark,  Cook,  Crafts,  Culbrelh,  Culpeper, 
Cushman,  Dane,  Darlington,  Dennison,  Dickinson, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Euslis,  Fay,  Folger, 
Foot,  Fuller,  Gorham,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of 
PennsylTania,  Guyon,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hardin, 
Hemphill,    Hendricks,    Herrick,    HUl,    Hobart,  Hoi- 
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tetter,  Kendall,  Kinsley,  Latbrop,  Lincoln,  Ma- 
clay,  McCreary,  McCullough.  Mallary,  Marchand, 
Monell,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Morton,  Moseley,  Mur- 
ray, Nelson  oi  Massachusetts,  Parker  of  Massachu- 
setta,  Patterson,  Philson,  Plumer,  Rich,  Richards, 
Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Storrs, 
Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tom- 
linson,  Tracy,  Udree,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wen- 
do  ver,  Whitman,  and  W  ood. 

So  the  motion  was  rejected. 

As  soon  as  this  decision  was  pronounced,  sev- 
eral persons  addressing  the  Chair  at  once,  a  mo- 
tion to  adjourn  obtained  the  preference. 

Before  the  question  was  put,  a  member  inquired 
whether  an  adjournment  now  would  preclude  any 
amendment  of  the  Journal  of  yesterday  on  to- 
morrow ? 

The  Speaker  decided  that  it  would,  unless  a 
motion  to  amend  it  were  the  unfinished  business 
at  the  time  of  adjournment  on  this  day. 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  adjourn  being 
decided  affirmatively,  here  ended  the  controversy 
respecting  the  Journal. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  a  ()artial  appropriation  for  the  military 
service  of  the  United  Stales  for  the  year  1821," 
with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 


Saturoav,  January  13. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  Holmes,  of  Alabama,"  reported  the 
same  withont  amendment ;  and  the  bill  was  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
same  committee,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Francis  B.  Languille,  accompanied  with  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
Rodriguez. 

Mr.  ANnERsoN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Matthew  Dockery,  accompanied  with  a  bill  for 
his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate 
the  Columbian  College,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia," reported  the  same  without  amendment,  and 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Gabriel  Ber- 
zat,  deceased,"  reported  the  same  with  amend- 
ments ;  which  were  read,  and,  together  with  the 
bill,  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Henoricks,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  de- 


cision of  cases  arising  within  States  in  which 
there  is  no  circuit  court,  and  where  the  district 
Jud^e,  from  any  cause,  may  decline  to  adjudicate. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  respecting  the 
number  of  French  vessels. whicn  have  arrived, 
and  are  expected  to  arrive  in  the  present  year,  in 
the  river  St.  Mary's,  since  the  first  of  July  last, 
and  whether  their  cargoes  are  intended  to  be  il- 
licitly introduced  into  the  United  Slates,  &c.,  made 
in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the 
20th  ultimo ;  which  report  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  a  partial  appropria- 
tion for  the  military  service  of  the  United  States 
for  the  year  1821,"  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Street,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims  were  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  continuing  in 
force  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  per- 
sons who  were  disabled  by  known  wounds  receiv- 
ed in  the  Revolutionary  war,"  and  the  several  acts 
amending  and  extending  the  same,  which  acts 
will  expire  on  the  15th  day  of  May  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
submitted  by  Mr.  Tracy  on  the  11th  instant,  and, 
the  same  being  again  read,  was  agreed  to. 

REDUCTION  OF  EXPENDITURES. 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  Kentucky,  after  a  few  re- 
marks on  the  propriety  of  the  inquiry  which  he 
was  about  to  propose,  submitted  the  following  re- 
solution for  consideration  : 

Resolted,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any, 
what,  offices  in  the  civil  department  of  Government 
may  be  abolished  without  prejudice  to  the  public  in- 
terest ;  and  also  whether  any  of  the  salaries  or  com- 
pensations now  allowed  by  law  to  the  officers  and 
other  persons  employed  in  the  said  civil  department, 
and,  if  any,  what,  and  to  what  extent,  may  be,  con- 
sistently with  justice  and  sound  policy,  reduced. 

Mr.  Culbreth,  after  observing  that  it  had  been 
his  intention  to  offer  a  similar  motion  himself,  if 
no  other  gentleman  had  done  so,  moved  to  amend 
the  resolution  so  as  to  refer  the  inquiry  to  a  special 
committee  instead  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  deeming  the  latter  committee  not  compe- 
tent, consistently  with  a  due  attention  to  its  nu- 
merous ordinary  duties,  to  bestow  on  this  subject 
the  necessary  attention. 

This  motion  to  amend  the  resolution,  brought 
on  a  discussion  of  more  than  an  hour's  continu- 
ance, on  the  question  whether  it  was  better  to  re- 
fer the  inquiry  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  a  select  committee,  or  to  the  committees 
severally  appointed  on  the  expenditures  of  the  dif- 
ferent departments,  (which  last  course  was  sug- 
gested by  Mr.  S.mvth,  of  Virginia.)  Messrs.  Cdl- 
BRETH,  Robertson,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Storrs, 
Smyth,  of  Virginia,  Foot,  Gross,  of  New  York, 
Trimble,  and  Lownoes,  joined  in  the  debate, 
which  referred  principally  to  the  duties  of  different 
committees  of  the  House,  their  nature,  dec,  and 
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the  possibility  of  dischargiog  fuUjr  and  properly 
the  duty  proposed  by  this  resolution.  After  two 
unsuccessful  motions  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table,  the  debate  tnded  by  adopting  Mr.  Ccl- 
breth's  amendment.     Being  thus  amended, 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to;  and  Me^srs.  Cul- 
BRETH,  Robertson,  Foot,  Stohrs,  He^^phill, 
Thimble,  and  Allen,  of  New  York,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

JOURNAL  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  Reid,  of  Georgia,  rose  and  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker:  The  resolutions  which  I  hold  in 
my  hand  were  prepared  yesterday,  and  should  have 
been  then  submitted,  but  for  the  anxiety  of  the 
House  to  adjourn,  and  the  lateness  of  the  hour. 
They  are  now  presented,  not  with  any  view  to 
promote  or  prolong  excitement,  because  I  believe 
excitement  to  be  unfavorable  to  correct  legislation  ; 
nor  do  I  intend  anv  remark  which  I  may  offer  to 
be  disrespectful  to  the  officer  chosen  to  preside  over 
the  deliberations  of  this  House.  Self-respect,  if 
there  were  no  other  reason,  would  not  permit  me 
to  pursue  such  a  course  ;  but  I  desire  to  mark,  by 
an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the  House,  an 
event  which,  were  I  more  conversant  with  legisla- 
tive proceedmgs,  I  would  say,  is  the  most  extraor- 
dinary of  its  kmd  to  be  found  in  parliamentary 
annals. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  requires 
both  Houses  of  Congress  to  keep  a  Journal  of  their 
proceedings,  and,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  effect 
to  this  provision,  the  usage  of  the  FJouse  and  the 
acts  of  government  have  made  it  the  duty  of  the 
Clerk  to  keep  a  correct  account  of  the  daily  pro- 
ceedings, while,  by   the  rules  of  the  House,  it  is 
made  the  duty  of  the  Speaker  to   "examine  and 
correct  the  Journal"  of  the  Clerk.     But,  that  no 
error  may  escape  unnoticed,  and  that  the  history 
of  our  transactions  may  be  entirely  faithful,  the 
Journal  of  the  preceding  day  is  read  daily,  in,  the 
face  of  the  House.     Is  this  a  mere  ceremony,  a 
form,  which,  adopted  without  object,  may  be  sus- 1 
pended  without  injury  ?     It  appears   to  me  to  be 
altogether  of  substance,  because  both  the  Speaker 
and  the  Clerk  are  mere  agents  in  the  compilation 
of  the  Journal,  and,  consequently,  the  House   a 
entitled  to  the  supervision  of  their  conduct.     E  very 
member,  having  sworn  to  support  the  Constitution,  ' 
which  requires  the  House  to  keep  a  Journal  of  its 
proceedings,  is  deeply  interested— as  much  so  as 
the  obligation  of  an  oath  can  make  him— in  the 
proper  performance  of  the  duties,  which,  in  this 
rejpect,  devolve  upon  the  Clerk  and  the  Speaker. 
If  then  an  error  be  produced,  whether  by  the  neg- 
ligence of  the  Clerk  or  the  supposed  corrections  of 
the  Speaker,  the  House  surely  {assesses  the  power 
to  apply  the  corrective  by  amending  the  Journal- 
restoring  it  to  its  original  shape,  or  in  such  other 
manner  as  its  wisdom  may  devise. 

What  shall  be  done  upon  the  present  occasion 
will  best  be  known  by  a  resort  to  the  facts  as  they 
exist.  They  are  these:  a  member  presents,  in  his 
place,  a  memorial  from  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Slate  of  Missouri ;  he  an- 


nounces, as  is  his  duty,  the  purport  and  the  char- 
acter of  the  petition  ;  the  document  is  received  by 
the  House,  referred  to  one  of  its  committees,  and 
the  Clerk,  as  he  is  bound  to  do,  minutes  the  tran- 
saction among  the  occurrences  of  the  day.  The 
Speaker,  when  he  comes  to  perform  his  duty,  era.«;es 
the  words  "  Slate  of,"  and,  when  the  corrected 
Journal  is  presented  to  the  House,  it  recites,  that 
the  member  presented  the  memorial  of  Missouri. 
Now,  the  question  is — has  the  Speaker  performed 
his  duty,  under  the  rule  of  the  Hou.se,  or  has  he 
acted  without  the  pale  of  the  authority  which  that 
rule  conveys  to  him  ?  If  the  erasure  be  within  the 
rule,  there  is  an  end  of  the  matter,  and  I  am  tres- 
passing unnecessarily  upon  your  patience,  and 
doing  injustice  to  the  Speaker.  But,  if  the  Speaker 
has  altered  without  correcting  your  Journal,  his 
act  is  void,  because  it  is  beyond  his  authority,  and 
is  itself  an  error,  which  demands  the  correction  of 
the  House.  Did  the  Speaker,  when  he  applied 
his  pen  to  the  Journal,  describe  the  fact  as  it  had 
taken  place  more  truly  than  it  had  been  described 
by  the  Clerk  ?  No,  sir.  The  Clerk  stated  what 
had  happened  exactly  as  it  did  happen.  Now, 
the  rule  is— the  Speaker  shall  "examine  and  cor- 
rect" the  Journal.  The  power  to  correct  implies 
the  existence  of  error.  There  was  no  error,  not 
even  the  slightest  mistake.  The  Speaker  had. 
then,  no  duty  to  perform,  and  any  other  journal 
than  that  in  which  the  Clerk  had  truly  recorded 
the  proceedings  of  the  House  is  not  the  true,  but  a 
spurious  journal.  The  act  of  the  Speaker  was 
gratuitous  and  without  warrant. 

But  it  may  be  said,  as  I  think  it  was  yesterday, 
that  the  Speaker  is  to  be  justified,  because  he  had 
stated  the  actual  fact.     That  is  to  say,  he  has  re- 
fused to  designate  Missouri  as  a  State,  because  she 
is    not  a  Slate.     I  know  that  there  are  varying 
opinions ;  that  some  gentlemen  consider  Missouri  a 
Slate;  others,  quasi  a  State;  others,  a  Territory; 
while  there  are  some  some  who  do  not  clearly  ex- 
■  press  what  their  opinions  are.     With  this  subject, 
I  have  at  present  no  concern.     SuflBcient  for  the 
day  is  the  evil  thereof.     The  question  is  not,  whe- 
ther the  true  quality  of  Missouri   should   appear 
upon  the  Journals;  but  whether  it  shall  appear  as 
represented  in  her  memorial,  in  the  announcement 
of  the  member  presenting  that  memorial,  and  in 
the  act  of  the  House  receiving  it.     If  an  individual, 
arrogating  a  title  to  which  he  has  no  claim,  pre- 
sent hi.-*  petition  to  the  House,  and  it  be  determined 
to  listen  to  his  plaint,  no  one  will  contend  that  the 
Clerk  or  the  Speaker,  in  making  up  or  correcting 
the  Journal,  has  a  right  to  inquire  into  the  legiti- 
macy of  the  di|[nity  assumed.     It  is  not  their  duty 
to  ingraft  the  fact  upon  the  Journal,  contrary  to 
the  representation  of  the  petitioner,  and  the  deter- 
mination of  the  House  to  hear  him  in  the  charac- 
ter he  has  chosen  to  adopt ;  but  it  is  their  duty  to 
detail  evcnUs  as  they  actually  occurred,  although 
these  may  involve  falsehoods,  and  misrepresenta- 
tions. 

Sir,  if  Missouri  had  presented  herself  in  bor- 
rowed feathers,  it  was  the  duty  of  this  House,  by 
plucking  them  from  her,  to  have  exposed  her  in 
the  nakedness  of  her  deformity.     If  she  assumed  a 
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rank  incompatible  with  your  dignity,  or  a  tone 
and  a  style  too  lofty,  you  should  at  once  have 
taught  her  language  more  humble,  and  admonished 
her,  that  she  was  not  yet  fitted  to  occupy  the  station 
to  which  she  aspired.  But,  did  you  do  this  ?  No, 
sir.  Whatever  may  be  the  matter  or  the  manner 
of  her  memorial,  you  received  it.  That  it  was  re- 
ceived, was  noted  by  the  proper  officer,  under  your 
order ;  and  you  referred  it  for  investigation  to 
a  committee.  Now,  these  are  solemn  measures 
adopted  by  the  House,  and,  I  ask,  have  they  been 
rescinded  by  the  same  authority  ?  No ;  not  by 
the  alteration  of  your  Journal ;  an  alteration  not 
governed  by  any  known  rule  prescribed  by  this 
body.  Is  it  come  to  this  ?  Shall  the  officers  of 
this  House  frame  the  Journals  of  the  House  accord- 
ing to  any  vague  notions  of  propriety  which  they 
may  entertain  ?  If,  indeed,  they  have  this  power, 
they  may  mould  and  alter,  and  garble,  and  destroy, 
until  your  diary  shall  wear  the  semblance  of  ro- 
mance, rather  than  of  history.  If  we  yield  them 
such  a  power,  we  are  apostates  from  the  true  faith  ; 
we  are  no  longer  the  representatives  of  freemen  ; 
we  are  ourselves  slaves,  and,  what  is  worse,  will- 
ing slaves. 

It  may  certainly  happen  that  the  House,  from 
inadvertence,  or  some  other  cause,  may  be  led  into 
mistake,  and  may  order  that  to  be  recorded  which 
should  not  of  right  have  a  place.  It  may  then  be 
the  duty  of  the  Speaker  to  point  out  the  impro- 
priety, leaving  it  to  be  corrected  at  the  will  of  the 
House.  He  cannot  go  further;  he  cannot  alter 
the  solemn  acts  of  the  House,  upon  the  presum|  - 
tion  that  they  w^cre  irregularly  or  unadvistr^liy 
done. 

I  have  heard  it  suggested  that  this  is  a  little 
matter  ;  which  does  not  deserve  our  consiut  ration. 
If  it  be  so,  why  were  words  so  harmless  and  un- 
important stricken  from  the  Journal  ?  T;ieir  very 
insignificance  should  have  protected  ihcax ;  the 
more  especially  as  they  corresponded  with  the  fact 
as  it  transpired.  But  it  i>  not  a  good  reason  against 
resisting  any  innovation,  to  say  that  it  is  so  slight 
nothing  is  to  be  feared  from  it.  A  delegated  au- 
thority should  be  jealously  watched,  or  it  will 
rapidly  extend  itself  beyond  its  prescribed  bounda- 
ries. We  are  told  in  Arabian  >iory  that  a  mist, 
rising  from  the  bosom  of  the  ocean,  which  the 
gentlest  breeze  might  have  dissipated,  took  to  itself 
consistency  and  form,  and  became  a  monstrous 
and  a  fearful  giant.  It  is  thus  with  the  encroach- 
ments of  power — at  first  scarcely  perceived,  at  last 
not  to  be  opposed.  Constant  attrition  will  waste 
even  the  rocic  of  ages  ! 

Before  I  sit  down,  1  would  controvert  a  doctrine 
which  has  received  the  sanction  of  high  authority. 
It  is,  that  the  House  has  no  authority  to  ask  the 
reading  of  the  original  draught  of  the  Journal,  be- 
cause none  other  can  be  read  than  that  corrected 
by  the  Speaker.  Sir,  it  may  be  shown — I  think  it 
has  been  shown — that  the  House  is  the  ultimate 
judge  of  the  correctness  of  its  own  Journal,  and  it 
has  a  right  to  inquire,  whether  the  Speaker  has 
corrected  it,  as  he  has  the  power  to  do,  or  altered  it 
without  authority.  How,  then,  is  the  House  to 
exercise  this  right,  if  you  withhold  the  data  upon 


which  its  decision  must  be  founded  ?    Shall  mem- 
!  hers  inquire  among  themselves  for  the  facts,  with 
;  a  view  to  the  correction  of  mistakes  or  faults?  One 
w^ill  answer,  he  was  absent ;  another,  he  was  en- 
gaged ;  a  third,  he  was  inattentive. 

Apply  to  the  Clerk,  and  he  will  say  his  duties 
are  so  numerous,  and  so  many  the  subjects  he  is 
forced  to  record,  that,  if  he  must  shut  his  eyes  to 
the  Journal,  he  can  give  you  no  account  of  the 
matter;  but,  if  you  will  allow  him  to  read  from 
the  Journal  itself,  he  can  divest  it  of  interlineations 
and  erasures,  and  tell  you  how  it  originally  stood. 
!  It  is  only  by  a  comparison  of  the  Journal,  after  it 
has  received  the  correction  of  the  Speaker,  with 
what  it  wa.s  in  the  hands  of  the  Clerk,  that  you 
can  be  prepared  to  decide  upon  the  propriety  or 
impropriety  of  their  corrections.     Suppose  a  mis- 
chievous or  malignant  individual  were,  covertly, 
to  find  access  to  your  records,  and  should  vitiate 
them  by  blots  and  scrawls.     When  you  sought  to 
;  restore  them  to  their  true  shape,  would   you  not 
call  upon  the  Clerk  to  decipher  to  you  their  origi- 
I  nal  reading  ?     The  case  is  perfectly  parallel,  if  an 
j  officer  of   the  House  have  so  altered  the  Journal 
I  that  it  no  longer  retains  its  true  form. 

I  I  have  considered  it  a  duty  to  say  thus  much,  by 
way  tf  preface  to  the  resolutions  I  offer.  I  will 
only  adu,  if  the  Speaker  has  done  that  which  he 
oj:;ht  not  to  have  done,  it  comports  with  the  dig- 
nity of  the  House  to  assert  its  own  rights.  Let 
Us  ever  cling  to  truth  and  justice,  and  resist  even 
their  slightest  violation  with  the  utmost  perti- 
nacity. ^ 

Mr.  R.  then  handed  the  following  resolutions  to 
the  Chair : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Speaker,  under 
the  rules  of  the  House,  to  examice  and  correct  the 
Journals  of  the  House. 

Reaolved,  That  the  House  possesses  the  right  to  in- 
quire into  and  decide  upon  the  propriety  of  any  correc- 
tion which  may  be  made  by  the  Speaker. 

Resolved,  That  the  erasures  made  by  the  Speaker  in 
the  Journal  of  the  11th  January  are  alterations,  and 
not  corrections,  inasmuch  as  the  Journal,  in  its  original 
form,  corresponds  with  the  fact  intended  to  be  describ- 
ed, tiiz :  that  a  petition  from  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  State  of  Missouri  was  presentod 
by  a  member  from  South  Carolina. 

The  Speaker  having  propounded  the  question. 
Will  the  House  now  proceed  to  consider  these  re- 
solutions? it  was  decided  as  follows : 

YiA9 — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Archer  of  Vir- 
ginia, Barbour,  Bayly,  Brown,  Brush,  Bryan,  Burton, 
I  Burwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Craw- 
ford, Crowell,  Culbreth,  Davidson,  Earle,  Edwards  of 
North  Carolina,  Fisher,  Flojd,  Garnett,  Gray,  Hall 
of  North  Carolina,  Johnson,  Little,  McCoy,  McLean 
of  Kentucky,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  T.  L.  Moore.  S'eale,  Nel- 
son of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Kankin, 
Reid,  Rhea,  Simkins,  Smith,  of  New  Jerwy,  Terrell, 
Trimble,  Tyler,  Walker,  Warfield,  Williams  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  Williams  of  North  Carolina — 47. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  New  York.  Allen 
of  Tennessee,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Bald- 
win, Ball,  Beecher,  Boden,  Brevard,  Buffum,  Butler  of 
New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cocke, 
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Cook,  Crafts,  Culpepcr,  Coahman,  Cathbert,  Dane, 
Darlington,  Dennison.  Dickinson,  Eddy,    Edvrards  of 
Connecticut,  Eustis,   Fay,   Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Ful- 
ler, Gorham,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylva- 
nia,  Guyon,   HackJey,    Hall  of  New   York,  Hardin, 
Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibshman,   Hill,  Hobart,  Hooks, 
Hoctetter,    Jackson.    Kinsley,    Lincoln,     Livermore, 
Lowndes,  Maclay,  McCreary,  McCullough,  McLane, 
of  Delaware,  Mallary.  Marchand,  .Mercer.   Monell,   8. 
Moore,    Morton,    Murray,    Nelson  of  Massachusetts, 
Parker  of  MassachuRctts,  Patterson,  Philaon,  Plumer, 
Rich,   Richard*,  Richmond,   Robertson,  Rogers,  Ross, 
Rusa,  Sergeant,  Shaw,  SiUbee,  Sloan,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina, 
Southard,   Stevens,    Storrs,     Street,  Strong  of   Ver- 
mont. Strong  of  New  York,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Tuck- 
er of  Virginia.  Udree,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Whitman, 
and  Wood— 96. 


So  the  House  refused  now  to  consider  the  reso- 
tions. 


Monday,  January  15. 
On  the  Journal  of  Saturday  being  read— 
Mr.  Reid,  stated  that,  in  .-speaking  of  the  peti- 
tion from  the  Legislature  of  Missouri,  he  meant 
to  have  styled  it  a  memorial  and  not  a  petition, 
moved  that  the  Journal  be  amended  by  substitut- 
ing, in  the  third  resolution  moved  by  him,  the 
word  "  memorial  "  for  the  word  "  petition."  And 
the  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative  without  a  division. 

Mr.  W1LUA.M8,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  John  Thomas,  a 
Major  General  of  the  militia  of  Kentucky  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which 'was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Williams  also  made  a  report  on  the  case 
of  Henry  Cain,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  re- 
lief; which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

r  «r'  ^*"'^">  0^  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  giving  further 
time  for  the  redemption  of  lands  sold  for  taxes 
under  the  act  of  August  2,  1813,  entitled  "An  act 
to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax  within  the  United 
States ;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  authorizing;  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  transfer  certain  balances  ot  appropriations  to 
the  surplus  fund  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures, reported  a  bill  to  regulate  the  duties  on 
imports  and  for  other  purposes,  accompanied  by 
a  detailed  report  on  the  subject.  The  bill  having 
been  twice  read,  Mr.  Baldwi.n  moved  to  refer  it  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union.  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  opposed  this 
course,  as  giving  u  a  preference  over  ordinary 
business.  Mr.  Balhwin  replied,  that  the  same 
direction  had  been  given,  at  this  session,  to  several 
bills,  that  for  the  reduction  of  the  army,  <fee.  not 
more  important  than  this.  The  motion  of' Mr 
Baldwin  prevailed,  by  a  vote  of  65  to  61.     The 


ordinary  number  of  copies  of  the  bill  and  report 
were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  Beecher  moved  to  print  three  thousand 
copies  of  the  report.     On  this  motion  there  were 
some  remarks  made.     The  printing  of  an  extra 
number  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Culbreth   Wil- 
liams, of  North  Carolina.  Foot,  and  Tyler  on 
the  ground  that  the  subject  had  l4en  so  much  'dis- 
cussed for  two  or  three  years  past,  that  the  report 
however  able,  could  hardly  be  expected  to  shei 
much  additional  light  on  the  subject;  that  the  dis- 
tribution of  these  documents,  among  the  people 
must  always  be  partial  and  limited,  though  the 
number  were  larger  than  proposed;  that  the  ex- 
pense of  the  printing  proposed  would   be  greater 
than  the  benefit  to  accrue  from  it.     To  this  Mr. 
Beecher  opposed  the  importance  of  the  subject 
the  great  interest  the  people  felt  in  it,  and  the  pro^ 
priety  of  making  generally  known  the  views  of 
the  committee  ol  this  House  on  the  subject.     The 
motion  of  Mr.  Beecher  was,  in  the  end,  negativ- 
ed by  a  vote  of  73  to  61. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  have  also  been  referred,  during  the  present 
session,  sundry  petitions  and  memorials  in  relation 
to  the  imposition  of  duties  on  sales  at  auction 
reported  a  bill  laying  duties  on  sales  of  merchan- 
dise at  auction  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  CA.MPBELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
James  Brady,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is  committed 
the  bill  extending  the  time  for  issuing  and  loca- 
ting military  land  warrants  to  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  Revolutionary  army. 

Mr.  Russ  submitted  the  following  resolution 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day  for  consideration  : 

Retolved,   That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed   to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the 
precise   amount   of  special  deposites  to  the  credit  of 
the  Treasury  of  the  United   States,  which  is  referred 
to  in  his  supplemenUry  report  of  the  28th  ultimo,  a« 
not  being  available  the  current  year  ;  staling  particu- 
larly of  what  such  deposites   consist ;  if,  of  deprecia- 
ted bank  paper,  the  bank  or  banks  which  issued  the 
same,  with  the  amount  by  each,  and  the  present  cur- 
rent specie  value  thereof,  and  the  year  or  years,  re- 
spectively, when  the  same  was  received. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eustis,  the  House  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  submitted 
by  him,  for  the  conditional  admission  of  Missouri 
into  the  Union  ;  and,  on  his  motion,  in  order  that 
It  might  not  interrupt  the  discussion  of  the  Army 
bill,  11  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  the  House  then 
took  up  the  resolve  from  the  Senate,  for  the  ad- 
mission of  Missouri  into  the  Union ;  and  it  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  to  incorporate  the 
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Columbia  College  of  the  District  of  Columbia," 
was  about  to  be  read  a  third  time,  when 

Mr.  Campbell  obj<'cted  to  this  bill  taking  a 
course  different  from  the  ordinary  practice  in  re- 
gard to  bills,  which  was,  to  refer  them  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  for  discussion. 

Mr.  Mercer  earnestly  pressed  the  bill  to  a  de- 
cision without  commitment,  and  expressed  great 
satisfaction  in  having  it  in  his  power  to  vote  on  a 
bill  of  this  description,  having  for  its  object  the 
encouragement  of  learning,  dec,  in  the  District. 

After  considerable  conversation  on  the  subject 
between  Messrs.  Mercer,  Storrs,  and  Camp- 
beli. — 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  members. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  certain  documents 
in  relation  to  correspondence  with  foreign  Govern- 
ments on  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade,  acciden- 
tally omitted  to  be  transmitted  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  when  the  documents  were  sent 
which  have  been  already  published. 

The  documents  now  sent  are  the  following  : 

Extracts  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Rush  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  dated  1 9th  November,  1819. 

Lord  Castlereagh  to  .Mr.  Rush,  lllh  of  November, 
1819. 

Address  from  House  of  Commons,  7th  July,  1819, 
to  the  Prince  Regent. 

Same,  House  of  Lords,  9th  do.         do.         do. 

Mr.  Rush  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  16th  of  November, 
1819. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  having  that  subject  under  considera- 
tion. 

REDUCTION   OF  THE  ARMY. 

The  House  then  ajrain  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  reduce  the  Military  Peace  Establishment. 

Mr.  SiMKiNs's  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  being  yet  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Walker,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  debate  he  had  no  intention 
of  taking  any  part  in  the  discussion  on  this  ques- 
tion ;  it  was  his  choice,  and  he  would  have  been 
content  to  have  given  a  silent  vote;  but  the  course 
it  had  taken,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been 
agitated,  had  given  it  additional  importance,  and, 
like  all  other  subjects  of  a  national  character,  had 
a  tendency  to  excite  the  interest  and  feelings  of 
members,  and  diffuse  its  influence  throughout  the 
nation,  and,  as  iron  sharpens  iron,  he  felt  a  parti- 
cipation of  public  feeling,  as  it  passed  along,  and 
the  few  remarks  he  had  to  make,  although  they 
might  not  shed  much  light  or  have  much  influ- 
ence, he  felt  himself  bound  to  offer. 

Sir,  by  the  provisions  of  this  bill  we  are  about  to 
embark  in  the  important  business  of  retreiichment, 
and  he  fondly  hoped  that  the  Representatives  of 
the  people,  on  this  proposition,  would  prove  them- 
selves the  guardians  of  their  interest;  and,  al- 
though he  was  disposed  to  believe  there  were  fa- 
vorable symptoms,  an  impulse  of  public  feeling  in 
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this  House,  to  correspond  with  the  principle  in  re- 
ducing our  national  expenditures  within  the  pro- 
visions of  our  revenue,  yet,  in  the  progress  of  this 
inquiry,  our  prospects  are  not  so  promising  as  could 
be  wished  or  expected  ;  as  the  diversity  of  opinions 
which  appears  to  be  entertained,  relative  to  the 
measures  that  should  be  adopted,  seems  to  be  the 
only   impediment  in  our  way,   the  g^reatest   ob- 
stacle which  can  prevent  us  from  arriving  at  the 
object  we  all  wish  to  accomplish.      If  there  is  an 
inherent  weakness,  an  inefficiency  in  republics,  it 
must  be  in  a  divisionof  their  councils,  in  the  want 
of  unanimity  in  their  national  policy.     From  the 
views  taken  on  this  question,  it  is  clearly  discovered 
that  our  opinions  are  various.      Diflterent  direc- 
tions of  policy  are  pointed  out  to  arrive  at  the  prin- 
ciple.    Some  gentlemen  have  strong  objections  to 
a  reduction  of  the  Army,  as  if  it  would  leave  our 
country  defenceless,  without  physical  strength,  and 
liable  to  be  assailed  from  every  quarter.     Others 
are  zealously  devoted  to  the  establishment  of  the 
Navy.    It  must  stand  unimpaired,  not  to  be  touched 
by  unskilful  hands.     Not  one  ship  or  vessel  ought 
to  be  diminished  or  spared  from  the  service.     Our 
flag  must  float  on  the  ocean,  not  a  sail  to  be  taken 
down.     A  favorite  system  seems  to  prevail  with 
all.      We  cannot  unite  in  measures  to  effect  a 
change  of  so  much  importance,  in  which  our  coun- 
try is  so  deeply  interested.     It  is  incumbent  and 
indispensably  necessary,  that  some  concessions  of 
policy  be  made — some  relinquishment  of  political 
opinion  on  all  sides.     AVhat  is  legislation  but  the 
surrender  of  private  sentiment  for  public  good? 
It  is  peculiarly  necessary  that,  in  this  redeeming 
principle,  we  make  some  sacrifice — must  part  with 
our  Delilahs,  or  we  shall  not  be  able  to  return  to 
the  narrow  path  of  economy  from  which  we  have 
deviated.     For,  unless  this  course  be  adopted,  all 
our  efforts  will  be  unavailing. 

Sir,  there  arc  three  alternatives  presented  to  our 
view,  which  must  be  ^he  result  of  our  deliberation, 
and  one  of  them  we  must  adopt,  to  rescue  our 
country  from  the  present  state  of  embarrassment. 
To  borrow  money,  to  tax  our  citizens,  or  retrench; 
to  borrow  money  in  the  sunshine  of  peace  and  tran- 
quillity, when  the  desert  blossoms  as  the  rose,  no 
foreign  wars  to  encounter,  no  enemy  to  contend 
with,  is  at  variance,  and  almost  irreconcilable  with 
wise  and  economical  legislation.  To  tax  our  citi- 
zens at  such  a  time,  and  under  auspices  so  favora- 
ble, is  a  measure  that  would  present  an  odious  and 
frightful  prospect,  the  people  would  not  bear  with 
it,  nor  with  us  in  pursuing  such  a  policy.  They 
would  hold  us  accountable  for  our  legislative  con- 
duct— our  responsibility  is  pledged.  They  have 
confided  to  us  their  best  interest,  and  we  must  re- 
turn and  submit  to  the  tribunal  of  public  opinion. 

Sir,  we  believe  to  retrench  is  practicable,  and 
within  the  reach  of  the  present  inquiry.  The  ex- 
hausted state  of  our  Treasury  points  out  the  neces- 
sity of  a  radical  change  in  the  system  of  our  finan- 
ces, to  provide  for  the  national  exigencies  without 
oppressing  our  citizens,  and  demands  our  unremit- 
ting endeavors  to  remedy  the  evil.  But,  sir,  on 
this  principle  I  have  no  prepossessions  to  gratify, 
no  personalities  in  view,  no  anxious  solicitude  for 
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my  dfpirtmpnt  in  prtftrww  to  notlltr.  Let  the 
denunciation  t)0  fH|ual  ind  general.  If  Juntico  in 
to  be  the  standard  \>y  which  we  ore  to  exrrciteour 
judgntent  in  currcrting  the  exceiiM<»  of  Govern* 
mant,  let  it  bo  ndminintered  with  equal  hands.  If 
your  Army  in  too  large,  and  exceeds*  the  proper 
number  neceMary  for  ttio  Peace  K)>tahli«hinent, 
reduce  it  to  i*uch  proportion  ai«  may  be  adnjuule  to 
tba  preitent  day.  If  yotUr  Navy  bv  too  oxten»ive  or 
expen!«ive,  leMfii  it,  leaving  only  mo  many  vt^mteU 
aa  are  necokory  for  our  maritime  protection.  If 
there  are  any  or  many  lupernumerary  of^cerM  cre- 
ated for  the  purpose  of  emolument,  abolish  them ; 
take  a  vkirt  from  every  garment,  in  order  to  at- 
tempt the  principle  of  reduction.  We  have  made 
our  first  approach  towards  the  Army,  as  the  most 
formidable  branch  of  our  expenditures,  consisting 
of  ten  thousand  men,  u  number  considered  at  the 
end  of  the  war  barely  sufficient  to  guard  our  posts, 
and  protect  the  nation  from  danger. 

The  present  bill  proposes  a  reduction  of  that 
army  to  six  thousand  ;  and  from  the  view  I  have 
taken,  I  am  bound  to  believe  it  will  safely  admit 
of  that  reduction  without  danger  or  inconvenience 
to  Government.  In  the  remarks  I  am  about  to 
make  in  favor  of  reducing  the  Army,  I  trust  I  shall 
not  be  misunderstood  as  to  calculate  I  entertain  any 
hostile  propensities  or  unfriendly  feelings  towards 
the  Military  Department.  No,  sir ;  I  am  one  of 
the  last  men  who  would  attempt  to  prostrate  its 
honors,  or  put  down  military  science.  I  know 
the  sufferings  and  privations  of  military  men ;  I 
venerate  the  character  of  a  soldier,  in  the  exercise 
of  his  profession  ;  in  the  performance  of  his  duty 
in  defence  of  his  country  ;  but,  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
have  a  most  high  and  unqualified  respect  for  the 
militiaman,  the  citizen,  and  the  soldier,  employed 
in  the  humble  occupations  of  domestic  life,  cul- 
tivating his  farm,  and  reaping  the  fruits  of  the 
soil,  contributing  in  his  place  both  to  the  support 
and  defence  of  his  country ;  nor  do  I  entertain 
any  fearful  apprehensions  of  the  danger  of  mili- 
tary power  from  military  men,  or  from  any  army 
that  could  be  raised  or  concentrated  in  this  nation ; 
the  people,  in  their  aggregate  capacity,  having 
the  supreme  power  wisely  placed  in  their  hands, 
are  feelingly  alive  to  all  their  interests,  and  will 
ever,  with  a  watchful  and  vigilant  eye,  hold  a 
jealous  control  over  their  liberties,  and  will  not 
suffer  any  excess  in  the  different  establishments  of 
Government.  Nor  do  I  believe  it  has  ever  en- 
tered into  the  speculative  view  of  any  of  the  com- 
manders of  our  armies,  since  the  commencement 
of  our  Government,  to  attempt  such  an  innova- 
tion on  the  liberties  of  the  people.  Such  an  en- 
terprise would  be  as  romantic  and  disastrous  as 
Don  Q,uixotte  buffeting  his  wind-mill.  I  believe 
we  have  always  had  the  purest  military  on  earth, 
with  the  solitary  exception  of  one  general  officer 
of  the  Revolutionary  war  whose  name  is  too  dis- 
graceful and  too  well  known  to  mention  in  this 
place.  A  Caesar,  a  Scylla,  a  Kouli  Khan,  could 
nave  no  place  here.  Tyrants  could  not  long 
breathe  in  our  Republican  atmosphere;  but,  Mr. 
Chairman,  as  much  as  I  venerate  and  esteem  the 
well  disciplined  soldiery  of  my  country,  it  must, 


Im?  confeMcd  they  are  only  the  mmute-hand  to 
government,  auxiliariei  called  tu  our  nMiitancc 
and  defence  in  lime  of  war  and  invasion.  It  1^ 
then,  and  not  till  then,  they  are  wanting  and 
really  neceMary  i  ond  could  my  vinion  penetrate 
no  far  an  to  dntcriininaie  and  dincern  the  vxict 
nuni)K<r  neeei»»ary  lu  be  retained  in  »erviee,  wai  it 
MIX,  ten,  or  twenty  thousand,  that  number  khuuld 
have  my  itupi)ort,  were  1  convinced  they  were 
re<]uired  for  thi*  Maftty  and  j)roteetion  of  the  na- 
tion. Uut,  I'rom  what  haa  lkhmi  prevented  to  our 
view  in  the  peaceful  and  tranuuil  nituation  of 
our  country,  it  muat  be  believed  that  aix  thouaand 
men  are  competent  to  all  the  purposes  of  the  pre- 
sent Peace  L^iablinhment,  and  the  bekt  gueaa  we 
can  make.  Gentlemen  oppoved  to  the  reduction 
of  the  Army,  advocate  the  uoctrineof  maintaining 
a  btrong  military  force  in  order  to  be  prepared  for 
the  event  of  war.  This  would  be  going  beyond 
the  bounds  of  Constitutional  prescription,  which 
declares  that  standing  armies  ought  not  to  be  kept 
up  in  time  of  peace,  and  would  only  be  preparing 
to  be  prepared  for  such  a  crisis.  Should  war 
come  as  it  has  come,  your  regulars  will  commence 
hostilities,  and  begin  the  conflict. 

But,  as  it  has  been  in  the  old  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion and  in  the  late  war,  the  militia  will  have  to 
end  the  contest,  and  ^ive  the  last  blow.  Sir,  the 
militia  is  our  stronghold  and  sure  pledge  ;  they  are 
recognised  a>  such  by  all  the  States :  and  upon 
the  faith  and  reliance  of  the  yeomanry  of  our 
country,  our  Government  was  founded,  as  our 
support  in  peace  and  defence  in  war ;  and  expe- 
rience has  assured  us  that  our  confidence  has  not 
been  misplaced.  It  has  been  said,  in  very  em- 
phatical  language,  that  the  militia  will  not  stand 
the  fire  of  the  cannon,  or  the  point  of  the  bayonet ; 
be  it  so — in  some  instances, 

He  that  in  battle  runs  away, 
Will  live  to  fight  another  day. 

But,  to  where  do  they  retreat  ?  not  to  the  enemy, 
but  to  their  homes — to  the  bosom  of  their  country, 
there  to  renew  their  courage,  and  to  recruit  their 
strength,  and  return  to  the  conflict  with  renewed 
vigor  and  enthusiasm.  The  art  of  war  is  a  sci- 
ence that  must  be  learned,  as  well  as  a  mechanic 
his  trade,  or  a  lawyer  or  a  physician  his  profes- 
sion. Sir,  towards  the  latter  period  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  in  the  Southern  .section  of  the 
Union,  the  courage  and  patriotism  of  the  militia 
were  almost  unparalleled  and  proverbial.  It  was 
.said  of  them  as  of  the  ancient  Parthians  who  de- 
feated the  Roman  legions,  that  when  advancing 
to  the  attack  they  were  invincible  and  not  to  be 
resisted;  and  when  they  retreated,  in  their  flight 
were  not  to  be  overtaken.  Sir,  the  valor  and  he- 
roism of  the  militia,  both  in  the  old  and  new  war, 
is  covered  and  attested  by  a  cloud  of  witnesses; 
and  had  I  not  heard  an  odium  cast  on  the  courage 
and  patriotism  of  that  class  of  our  citizens,  my 
voice  should  not  have  been  heard  on  this  occasion, 
nor  should  I  have  taken  any  part  in  this  debate. 
But,  sir,  it  is  with  no  small  sensations  of  gratitude 
that  I  find  myself  at  this  time  placed  in  a  situation 
so  as  to  become  the  humble  advocate  of  the  militia 
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of  my  country,  whose  valor,  courage,  and  akill,  in 
military  nclence,  hrn*  been  witneMed  throughout 
th«  continent.  To  Mnnriion  the  position,  1  am  un- 
der no  necesulty  of  recourse  to  hintory  or  far-fetched 
testimony.  The  facl*  are  within  my  reach  nnd 
|tcrftotial  recollection.  At  u  late  pvrloif  in  thi<  Ht*v- 
olulionary  war,  when  times  were  gloiany,  and  dei.- 
peraliuii  niured  us  in  the  face,  and  was  thought  by 
Mume  all  WttM  loKt.at  the  memorable  buttle  of  King's 
Mountain,  where  Major  Ferguson,  a  celebrated 
British  omcer,  with  a  force  oT  veterans  detached 
from  Cornwallis's  army,  having  penetrated  to  the 
mountains  to  the  extreme  parts  on  the  frontiers  of 
North  Carolina  j  and  on  hts  return,  as  he  believed 
from  a  triumuh  over  the  rebeU,  wa>i  pur-^ued  by 
the  militia  of  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina, 
and  Tennessee,  commanded  by  Colonels  Camp- 
bell, Shelby,  and  Sevier,  officers  whose  memory 
will  be  perpetuated,  and  live  in  their  country  while 
their  country  lives;  and  overtaken  at  King's  Moun- 
tain, South  Carolina,  was  beaten,  defeated,  and 
totally  routed ;  none  escaped  to  carry  the  news ; 
and  let  it  be  ever  remembered  that  no  one  officer 
who  commanded,  not  one  soldier  who  was  en- 
gaged in  the  action  and  obtained  the  victory,  were 
of  the  regular  army,  but  all  militia. 

And,  at  the  celebrated  battle  of  the  Cowpens, 
South  Carolina,  which  terminated  so  favorable 
and  triumphant,  and  shed  such  lustre  on  the  Amer- 
ican arms,  where  Colonel  Tarlton,  with  his  legion 
of  cavalry,  and  the  flower  of  the  British  army'ad- 
vanced  up  the  country  flushed  with  the  assurance 
of  victory,  was  met  by  the  militia  commanded  by 


H.  or  R, 


thia  is  a  correct  sialemvot  of  facta  relative  to  tht 
action,  from  oflleerB  of  high  stonding,  and  f^oiu 
the  general  impression  made  on  the  public  mlftd 
"L'"^  JMHtple  in  the  Bouih.  I  do  nut  pretend  to 
amrm  ft  by  my  own  testimony,  for  I  was  neither 
In  the  battle  nor  in  the  race, 

Sir,  in  I  le  Hevolutioiiary  war,  when  our  rights 
were  invaded,  our  liberties  assailed,  nnd  our  coun- 
try m  jeopardy,  the  militia  wire  the  only  and  the 
be»l  delenee  on  which  we  could  rely.     Although 
unaccustomed  to  the  art  of  war,  they  wanted  not 
courage  to  defend  their  rights)  no  monitor  but 
one;  no  mercenary  views  to  nrompt  or  induoa 
them.    Inspired  by  the  love  of  liberty  and  hopea 
of  independence,  with  the  rifle  in  one  hand  and 
their  country  in  the  other,  they  marched  to  the 
field  of  battle,  without  money  and  without  price, 
determined  to  die  or  be  free.    But,  Mr.  Chairman, 
those  days  of  heroism  appear  to  have  passed  away 
nnd  descended  with  our  ancestors  to  the  tomb.    In 
the  present  period  of  modern  refinement,  in  this 
polite  age,  when  the  morning  star  of  peace  and 
prosperity  has  risen   in   our  hemisphere,  which 
gladdens  every  scene  and  cheers  every  heart,  we 
are  seized  with  an  epidemic;  the  fever  of  national 
importance,  and  national  and  individual  wealth 
and  precedence,  prevails  throughout  the  continent. 
It  is  caught  from  breast  to  breast ;  few  escape  the 
contagion.     This  prevailing  principle  is  fully  veri- 
fied in  the  late  war.     When  the  necessity  occurred 
to  enlist  men  to  fill  the  ranks  of  the  army,  for  the 
defence  of  the  nation,  we  were  compelled  to  give 
'arge  premiums ;  give  much,  and  promise  more. 


n lb-  1  I  »«  i-w        .. ^^7 — I  1     ""sv.  i^.v.u.uu.a,  gi,c  ujuwu,  itiiu  urumise  more, 

Generals^  Pickens  and  McDowell,  with  a  few  reg-  to  raise  a  regular  force  sufficient  for  the  purposed 
ulars  under  the  command  of  General  Morgan,  and    of  the  war. 

was  there  totally  defeated,  routed,  and  dispersed;  \  The  purse  and  the  sword  then  were  together- 
and  so  decisive  was  the  victory,  that  the  number  of ;  nay,  sir,  more ;  the  purse  must  go  before  the"  word' 
prisoners  exceeded  the  number  of  the  army  who  ;  and  whet  it  for  the  day  of  battle  ' 

guarded  them  after  the  battle  Such  was  the  bra-  But,  sir,  I  must  not  be  misunderstood  in  these 
very  ol  the  militia  in  the  old  war,  which  is  con-  j  remarks,  so  as  to  suppose  I  intend  to  give  any  un- 
clusive  evidence,  that  when  they  become  acquaint-  friendly  insinuations,  or  cast  a  shade,  or  the  least 
ed  with  the  art  of  war,  and  brought  into  action,  imputation,  on  the  army  of  the  late  war  and  the 
they  are  the  b^t  soldiers  m  the  world.  present  day.     We  owe  them  gratitude  for  their 

The  battle  of  the  Hanging  Rock  was  also  gained;  valor  and  services;  but  I  must  be  permitted  to 
by  the  mihtia.  It  is  beyond  the  bounds  of  ray  in-  |  bring  into  view,  and  discover,  the  unparaUeled 
quiry  to  relate  the  many  skirmishes  and  engage-    difference  between  them  and  their  fathers  of  the 

Revolution,  who,  with  empty  pockets,  suffering  the 
extremes  of  every  climate,  the  privation  of  every 


ments  wherein  the  militia  were  always  victorious 

to  the  South.     But,  Mr  Chairman,  I  must  differ    ......^.. ..,  ......a.c,  w.^  pnvauon  oi  every 

m  opmion  trom  the  relation  given  by  some  gen-  t  comfort,  conflicting  with  all  the  horrors  of  war  bv 
tiemen.   as  it  relates   tn  thp   Kat»io   ^r  n^^A tK^;..  ..oi^.  „^.i  _l.--      .  ..      .•.  '    ' 


tleraen,  as  it  relates  to  the  battle  of  Camden, 
where  General  Gates  was  met,  surprised,  and  de- 
feated by  the  British.  It  has  been  said  that  the 
militia  fled  and  deserted  from  the  battle,  and  was 
the  cause  of  the  defeat.  Sir,  they  fled  when  they 
were  beaten,  with  the  other  troops ;  but  it  must  be 
remembered  that  General  Gates  brought  to  the 
South  an  army  of  the  best  disciplined  troops  in  the 
United  States,  with  able  officers,  was  met  and 
surprised  by  the  British  army,  commanded  by  Lord 
Cornwallis,  near  Camden,  South  Carolina,  where 
neither  the  shame  nor  disgrace  of  that  defeat 
should  or  ought  to  be  attached  to  the  militia  or 
regulars,  but  to  the  lack  of  vigilance  in  the  com- 
manding officer,  in  suffering  himself  to  be  sur- 
prised in  so  critical  a  moment.  Let  history  or 
report  relate  what  it  may,  I  am  authorized  to  say 


their  valor  and  courage  obtained  the  liberty  we 
now  enjoy.     While  the  late  army  and  them  of  the 
present  day,  receives  a  full  compensation  and  good 
reward  from  Government  for  their  military  ser- 
vices.    The  prevailing  passion  for  national  and 
individual  wealth,  manifests  the  principle  in  strong 
colors,  in  the  various  moneyed  institutions  dissem- 
inated throughout  the  United  States,  in  the  bank- 
ing system,  until  it  appears  that  some  of  them  are 
almost  suflocated   by   their  own    excess.      This 
stimulus,  this  same  overwhelming  principle,  has 
had  a  sensible  operation  on  the  measures  of  the 
Government,  and  has  led  us  into  the  same  temp- 
tation.    A  few  years  past,  from  the  prosperous  state 
of  our  commerce  and  products  of  the  agricultural 
interest,  we  were  rich,  and  increased  in  wealth ; 
had  a  flowing  Treasury  and  flowing  hearts ;  made 
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largeappropriatioDs;  turned  none  empty  away,  and 
even  created  means  to  exhaust  our  finances :  but 
now,  sir,  our  condition  is  in  a  measure  reversed, 
and  we  begin  to  feel  the  effects  of  our  own  indis- 
cretion. It  is  high  time  to  retrace  our  steps,  and 
return  to  that  happy  medium  of  administration 
between  the  extremes  of  parsimony  on  the  one  hand, 
and  profusion  on  the  other  ;  and  the  bill  on  your 
table  is  one  of  those  effective  measures,  calculated 
to  accomplish  that  object. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  was  not  gratified  with  all  he 
heard  from  gentlemen  on  the  same  side  with  him- 
self His  friend  and  colleague  (Mr.  Williams) 
had  taken  an  able  and  comprehensive  view  of  the 
subject,  and  had  brought  conviction  to  his  mind 
that  a  reduction  of  the  army  was  not  only  prac- 
tical, but  compatible  with  the  safety  and  mterest 
of  the  nation  ;  but,  sir,  his  strictures  on  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  are  calculated  to  make  an 
unfavorable  impression  on  the  public  mind  relative 
to  the  official  conduct  of  that  officer.  The  Sec- 
retary of  War  partakes  of  the  fallibility  of  human 
nature,  and,  as  a  man,  was  liable  to  involuntary 
error ;  but,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  could  not  bring  his 
mind  to  such  unfavorable  conclusions,  respecting 
the  report  alluded  to,  as  that  to  which  the  mind  of 
his  colleague  had  come;  on  the  contrary,  he 
had  thought  himself  justified  in  saying  that  the 
Secretary  of  War  was  considered  an  intelligent 
and  vigilant  officer,  and  had  administered  the  du- 
ties of  his  department  with  diligence  and  ability. 
He  would  state  one  fact  in  support  of  this  opinion. 
The  land  lying  in  the  chartered  boundary  of  North 
Carolina  was  acquired,  he  believed,  chiefly  by  the 
exertions  made  by  the  Secretary  of  War  in  the 
late  treaty  held  with  the  Cherokee  nation.  What- 
ever difficulty  was  involved  in  the  negotiation — 
and  he  (Mr.  W.)  knew  there  was  much  difficulty 
— the  Secretary  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  pur- 
cha.se,  without  any  specific  charge  on  that  State. 
Mr.  W.  said,  it  had  not  been  his  course  to  pass  enco- 
miums on  men  in  office;  but  he  thought  it  deco- 
rous, and,  in  common  justice,  felt  it  his  duty  to 
offer  these  remarks  on  a  transaction  that  came 
within  his  own  knowledge,  of  which  he  was  occa- 
sionally made  acquainted,  and  in  which  he  took  a 
deep  interest,  in  behalf  of  that  section  of  the  Slate 
he  represented. 

And  had  his  other  friend  and  colleague  (Mr. 
Fisher)  been  so  fortunate  as  to  have  passed  by, 
and  not  given  a  resurrection  to  the  Seminole  war. 
a  subject  long  since  approved  and  laid  to  rest,  ana 
inscribed  in  the  annals  of  fame,  recorded  in  your 
Journals,  wherein  he  stated  that  the  commanding 
officer  of  that  expedition  had  exceeded  his  author- 
ity, acted  contrary  to  orders,  and  violated  the 
Constitution  ;  had  the  gentleman,  where  he  came 
to  that  point,  turned  aside  some  other  way,  or  on 
the  one  side  or  the  other  evaded  these  remarks, 
his  speech  would  have  been  highly  acceptable  and 
conclusive  in  his  favor,  and  saved  his  friend  from 
being  compelled  to  make  this  reluctant  reply.  Sir, 
the  three  preceding  Administrations  have  been 
brought  into  view,  and  argued  with  ability;  gen- 
tlemen have  given  them  as  vouchers  for  the  polit- 
ical ground  which  the^ave  taken ;  some  in  favor, 


and  some  against  standing  armies  in  time  of  peace. 
I  admit,  sir,  that  every  respect  is  due  to  the  wisdom 
and  policy  of  those  who  have  gone  before  us ;  but, 
sir,  it  is  the  happy  privilege  of  our  Government  for 
every  generation  to  legislate  for  themselves.  The 
lapse  of  time  always  brings  with  it  a  revolution  of 
politics  ;  and  that  which  was  proper  and  consis- 
tent with  the  interests  of  the  nation  twenty  or 
thirty  years  past,  may  not  be  applicable  to  us  in  the 
present  period  ;  and,  therefore,  it  is  necessary  we 
should  look  out  for  ourselves,  and  pursue  such 
measures  of  policy  as  we  believe  to  be  best  adapted 
and  most  suitable  for  us  in  our  situation,  and  at 
the  present  day. 

Although,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  situation  of  our 
finances  is  not  so  favorable  as  could  be  wished,  and 
our  agricultural  interest  greatly  depres.sed,  our 
commerce  measurably  diminished,  our  resources 
of  national  wealth  impeded,  and,  for  want  of  a  due 
proportion  of  circulating  medium,  the  individual 
interest  of  many  of  our  citizens  much  embarrassed  ; 
yet,  amidst  all  these  unfavorable  appearances,  our 
country  presents  a  pleasing  prospect  of  better 
times  :  the  blessings  of  peace  are  yet  ours,  we  have 
none  to  contend  with,  none  to  provide  for  but  our 
own  households ;  and,  could  we  arrive  at  the  true 
policy  of  governing  ourselves  with  temperance 
and  moderation,  that  course  would  lead  us  to  in- 
dividual happiness  and  national  prosperity,  unpar- 
alleled by  any  other  nation  on  earth.  Our  resources 
are  great;  we  have  the  means,  and  the  duty  de- 
;  volves  on  us  to  make  the  application.  AntI,  sir, 
the  bill  on  your  table  contains  one  of  the  leading 
features  of  that  policy.  I  therefore  feel  bound  to 
give  it  my  support. 

When  Mr.  W.  had  concluded, 

Mr.  Sergea.nt  took  the  floor  in  favor  of  the 
motion.  When  he  concluded,  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  January  16. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  Kentucky,  Hen- 
ry Clay,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  enclosing  a  re- 
port of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  contain- 
ing information  as  to  the  sums  of  money  requisite 
to  complete  existing  contracts,  entered  into  in 
pursuance  of  the  act  for  the  gradual  increase  of 
the  Navy,  made  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of 
this  House  of  the  9th  instant ;  which  letter  and 
report  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rcss,  the  House  proceeded 
to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  hiin  yester- 
day, and,  the  same  being  again  read,  was  agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  a 
statement,  showing  the  balance  of  each  distinct 
appropriation  for  the  Navy  remaining  in  the  Trea- 
sury, and  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  as  agent 
for  the  Navy  Department,  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1821,  and  other  information  required  by  the  resio- 
lution  of  the  4th  instant;  which  letter  and  state- 
ment were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 
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REDUCTION  OF  THE  AR.MV.  ! 

The  House  then  again   resolved  itself  into  a  ' 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  re-  i 
duction  of  the  Array  of  the  United  States;  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Simki.ns  to  strike  out  the  first  sec-  ; 
tion  yet  depending — 

Mr.  Tri.mble,  of  Kentucky,  said,  that  he  was  \ 
in  favor  of  reducing  the  Army  to  six   thousand 
rank   and  file.     He  knew  that  there  were  some  | 
well-founded  objections  to  the  bill  as  reported  by  j 
the  Military  Committee ;  but  these  would  be  re-  ; 
moved    by,  amendments,  in   case   the   motion   to 
strike  out  the  first  section  should  not  prevail.     He  j 
hoped  that  those  who  were  opposed  to  reduction 
would  not  urge  objections  to  the  details  of  the  bill, 
and,  to  be  candid,  he  thought  they  had  no  right  to 
do  so,   because,   by  the  rules  of  the  House,  the 
friends  of  the  bill  had  a  right  to  make  it  a^  perfect 
as  possible,  by  amendments,  before  a  motion  to 
strike  out  the  first  section  could  be  offered ;  and, 
as  this  privilege  on  their  part  had  been  waived  to 
allow  tne  present  motion,  the  courtesy  of  Parlia- 
mentary concession  would  be  violated  if  the  bill 
should  be  assailed  in  its  details.     He  wished  it  to 
be  distinctly  understood  that   he  should,  on  his 
part,  confine   the  discussion  to  the  principles  in- 
volved in   the  measure,  and   to  the  necessity  and 
expediency  of  reduction. 

Some  of  the  friends  of  reduction  had  allowed 
their  zeal  to  carry  them  from  the  main  question 
into  a  comparative  view  of  the  militia  and  the 
regular  Army ;  while  others,  alarmed  at  the  arbi- 
trary propensities  of  military  power,  had  rambled 
over  the  pages  of  history,  ancient  and  modern,  in 
search  of  examples  to  prove  that  standing  armies 
are  dangerous  to  civil  liberty.  He  did  not  wish  to 
impugn  the  reasoning  of  his  friends,  but  he  was 
fearful  that  their  arguments  had  more  of  theory, 
and  less  of  substantial  fact,  than  was  proper  on  a 
subject  of  this  kind.  Perhaps,  in  fairness,  the 
friends  of  the  present  Peace  Establishment  ought 
to  show  that  the  public  service  requires  an  Army 
of  ten  thousand,  but  they  had  very  adroitly  thrown 
the  onus  probaiuli  upon  the  friends  of  reduction, 
and  then  challenged  them  to  go  into  the  details  of 
the  service,  and  designate  the  places  where  troops 
are  uselessly  employed,  and  show  that  six  thou- 
sand is  sufficient.  Two  or  three  members  have 
pressed  the  attack  in  that  quarter,  supposing  it,  no 
doubt,  to  be  the  weakest  part  of  our  line  of  de- 
fence. The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Sergeant)  broke  ground,  and  opened  his  battery 
upon  that  point,  and  it  was  but  just  to  say  that 
he  had  occupied  the  best  position  which  the  field 
afforded.  Another  gentleman,  from  the  same 
State,  (Mr.  Baldwin,)  called  for  facts  as  trium- 
phantly as  if  the  victory  was  gained,  and  he  had 
only  come  in  to  claim  a  portion  of  the  spoils  of 
argument.  Mr.  T.  said  he  would  meet  the  call ; 
he  would  engage  to  dig  up  some  are,  if  the  gentle- 
man would  promise  to  manufacture  it  into  plough- 
shares and  spindles.  The  gentleman  himself  had 
stated  some  facts  which  might  be  useful,  if  prop- 
erly applied.  He  had  stated  that  one  of  the  Major 
Generals  was  at  his  farm  in  New  York,  attending 


to  the  concerns  of  agriculture ;  and  another  near 
Nasliville  in  Tennessee,  equally  well  employed. 
And  this  was  stated  to  prove  that  the  militia  of 
the  Union,  being  about  eight  hundred  thousand, 
are  not  likelv  to  be  destroyed  by  those  two  officers 
of  the  regular  Army.  And  so  it  does  prove  it ; 
and  what  of  it?  But  it  proves  another  thing: 
that  the  operations  of  the  Army  were  going  on 
without  the  personal  attendance  or  assistance  of 
those  two  Generals ;  and  that,  consequently,  they 
could  be  disbanded  without  much  detriment  to  the 
public  service.  The  same  gentleman  insisted  that 
the  disburseinents  of  the  Government  were  con- 
trolled by  a  liberal  economy,  and,  to  prove  this,  he 
drew  a  contrast  between  the  expenditures  of  the 
nation  and  some  city  corporations.  Baltimore,  he 
said,  expended  annually  about  one  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  dollars  upon  the  local  service  of 
that  city  This,  Mr.  T.  said,  was  quite  probable. 
He  had  been  in  that  city  more  than  once,  and  had 
some  knowledge  of  the  public  works  and  public 
spirit  of  the  place.  Its  citizens,  said  he,  are  a 
generous,  liberal,  open-handed,  high-minded  peo- 
ple; they  have  some  splendid  monuments,  sur- 
passing in  magnitude  every  thing  of  the  kind  in 
the  Republic.  One  is  the  Washington  Monu- 
ment, proudly  ascending  one  hundred  and  forty 
feet  above  the  plane  of  its  horizon,  erected,  by  a 
grateful  people,  to  immortalize  the  glory  of  the 
"  Father  of  his  Country."  Another  is  in  progress 
to  perpetuate  the  fame  of  those  who  fell  in  defence 
of  the  city ;  in  defence  of  their  wives,  and  families, 
and  sacred  homes.  It  is  a  monument  of  generous 
sympathy  and  noble  feeling,  consecrated  by  or- 
phans' sobs  and  widows'  tears.  And  another  yet, 
of  vast  dimensions,  the  base  of  which  is  upwards, 
and  the  cone  pointing  downward,  piercing  the 
earth — the  plan  is  yet  on  paper.  5fo  part  of  the 
Union  can  show  a  parallel,  and  centuries  may 
elapse  before  one  of  equal  magnitude  and  like  ma- 
terials will  be  seen.  A  gentleman  asks  me  for  its 
name.  Here  it  is — Bankruptcy — to  the  amount  of 
millions. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
SiMKiNs)  had  informed  the  Committee  that  the 
Executive  departments  were  opposed  to  reduction, 
especially  the  War  Department,  and  contended 
that  we  ought  not  to  act  hastily  in  disbanding  the 
present  Army  against  their  better  judcrment  and 
more  deliberate  opinion.  Mr.  T.  thought  it  would 
be  as  well  to  leave  their  opinions  out  of  the  argu- 
ment. For  his  part,  he  was  not  hostile  to  any  of 
them— State,  Treasury,  War,  or  Navv.  He  had 
no  grievances  to  complain  of,  no  disfavors  to  re- 
sent. He  would  support  any  of  them  when  he 
believed  them  right,  and  he  would  follow  his  own 
opinion  when  it  tells  kim  they  are  wrong.  In 
doing  this,  he  had  no  fears  of  giving  umbrage  to 
any  one ;  and,  if  he  did,  what  of  it  ?  Must  he 
pine  himself  to  death,  and  be  buried  at  the  public 
charge,  or  "  fork  his  fingers  in  their  faces  hale  and 
hearty,"  and  try  to  be,  what  every  member  of  a 
legislative  body  ought  to  be — free  and  indepen- 
dent? The  same  gentleman  (Mr.  Simkins)  had 
asserted  that  there  were  no  petitions  against  the 
army,  and  insisted  that  Congress  ought  not  to 
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reduce  it,  unless  the  people  should  petition  for  re- 
duction and  retrenchment.  Mr.  T.  would  tell  his 
friend,  that  when  the  people  send  petitions  for  re- 
duction of  expenses,  they  usually  turn  out  old 
members,  and  send  new  ones  in  their  places.  That 
was  the  way  in  1798.  He  would  tell  his  friend 
another  thing:  the  people  bad  already  walked  forth 
into  the  field  of  expenditure ;  they  had  found  the 
Army  a  barren  fig  tree,  and  had  said,  "Cut  it 
down,  why  cumberelh  it  the  vineyard  of  the  Trea- 
sury?" But  the  husbandmen  of  the  Army,  those 
who  expect  to  gather  its  fruits,  implore  you  to 
spare  it  yet  another  year.     They  promise  to  dig 


all  Europe  is  stoop-shouldered  under  the  tremen- 
dous pressure  of  these  onerous  systems  of  police. 
And  what  has  Europe  gained  by  these  sacrifices? 
He  would  not  insult  misery  and  wretchedness  by 
asking  if  she  is  prosperous  or  happy?  He  would 
only  ask,  if  she  had  purchased  peace  and  tranquil- 
lity? Will  any  statesman  have  the  hardihood  to 
assert,  with  the  history  of  the  last  two  centuries 
before  him,  that  the  augmentation  of  the  armies  of 
Europe  has  promoted  forbearance  and  good  fel- 
lowship among  the  sovereigns,  or  forestalled  ag- 
gression, or  diminished  the  number  of  their  deso- 
,  .  ,    .  „  ,  fating  wars  ?    And  why  should  the  people  of  this 

anout,  and  water  it,  and  if  next  year  it  bring  not  \  continent  make  haste  to  naturalize  the  false  max- 
forth  fruit  of  utility,  then,  say  they,  ye  may  lay  the  j  ims  and  mad  policy  of  Europe,  and  follow  her 
axe  to  the  root  and  hew  it  down.  In  his  opinion  j  along  the  road  to  rum?  We  arc  warned,  said  he 
the  day  of  retrenchment  had  come.  No  one  ven-  j  by  the  agonies  she  has  suffered,  and  is  now  suffer- 
tures  to  advocate  loans  after  this  year,  and  we  j  ing,  and  is  destined  to  suffer,  to  eschew  her  sys- 
must  retrench  expenses,  or  find  new  means  of  rais-    terns  of  military  police. 

ing  revenue.     The  present  condition  of  the  coun-  j      Is  the  present  Army  necessary  for  the  peace  ser- 
try  forbids  the  adoption  of  any  system  of  taxation,    vice  of  the  country  ?     What  are  its  peace  duties? 


of  the  Treasury,  and  the 
it,  would  enforce  a  rigid 


and  the  existing  state 
barren  prospect  before 
system  of  economy. 

He  did  not  intend,  however,  to  rest  the  argu- 
ment for  reduction  upon  the  want  of  means  in  the 
Treasury.  If  the  principles  he  intended  to  rely 
upon  should  be  found  correct,  and  fairly  applica- 
ble to  the  subject,  a  deficit  of  five  thousand  or  five 
millions  would  not  change  the  conclusion  which 
would  follow.  To  be  better  understood,  he  would 
state  that  there  are  three  questions  involved  in  the 
inquiry  before  the  Committee : 

1st.  Is  the  present  Army  necessary  for  the  peace 
service  of  the  country  ? 

2d.  Is  the  Treasury  able  to  support  it  ? 

3d.  Will  its  reduction  lessen  the  strength  of  the 
nation — diminish  its  capacity  to  meet  the  emer- 
gencies of  future  wars  ? 

The  argument  in  favor  of  reduction  would  be 
conclusive,  if  it  could  be  shown  that  a  force  of  six 
thousand  is  adequate  to  the  peace  service  of  the 
Republic,  and  that  the  money  saved  by  reduction 
cotild  be  more  usefully  employed.     He  had  the 


To  garrison  our  posts  and  fortifications,  and  con- 
trol and  overawe  the  Indians.  What  quantum  of 
force  is  necessary  for  these  purposes  ?  Gentlemen 
opposed  to  us  talk  about  the  Peace  Establishment 
of  1802  and  1808,  but  carefully  omit  the  compari- 
son between  the  peace  service  of  that  period  and 
the  peace  service  of  the  present.  From  1802  to 
1808,  the  Peace  Establishment  was  fixed  at  three 
thousand  rank  and  file,  and  that  Army  performed 
the  service  which  we  are  now  told  requires  ten 
thousand.  The  contrast  stares  gentlemen  in  the 
face  like  sunshine,  and,  to  escape  the  painful  con- 
clusion, they  tell  us  that  the  peace  service  has 
greatly  increased.     They  say — 

1st.  That  our  population  is  nearly  doubled. 

2d.  That  we  have  nearly  doubled  our  posts  and 
forts. 

3d.  That  our  frontiers  arc  greatly  extended. 

Let  us  examine  these  facts,  and  see  how  far  they 
justify  the  argument.  If  the  gentlemen  from  South 
Carolina  and  Pennsylvania  (Messrs.  SiMKiNsand 
Sergeant)  mean  to  say,  that  an  increase  of  pop- 
ulation implies  an  increase  of  facility  in  filling  the 


temerity  to  believe  that  he  should  be  able  to  show  '  ranks,  agreed.    If  they  mean  that  it  implies  an  in 
this  in  the  view  he  would  take  of  the  three  ques- ;  crease  of  means  to  support  an  army,  he  would 
tions  just  propounded.     But,  said  he,  the  gentle-  I  frankly  admit  it.  But  if  they  intend  to  affirm  that 
man  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Sergeant)  says  '  -  .    . 

that  a  part  of  the  peace  service  consists  in 


pre- 
paring for  war;  that  standing  armies  have  been 
established  by  all  Grovernments ;  that  they  make 
a  part  of  the  police  of  nations ;  and  that  we  invite 
aggression  wnen  we  weaken  that  arm  of  our  na- 
tional defence.  Yes,  sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  and  an  iron- 
handed  system  of  arbitrary  power,  supported  by 
those  armies,  makes  a  part  also  of  the  police  of  na- 
tions; and  the  occlusion  of  the  body  of  the  people 
from  the  rights  of  self-government  makes  another 
part  of  the  police  of  nations ;  and  public  debts  to 
a  fearful  amount,  created  in  supporting  these  ar- 
mies, make  another  part  of  the  police  of  nations  • 
and  vast  loans,  made  for  the  purpose  of  marching 
these  armies  to  the  field  of  battle,  where  they  can 
sUy  and  be  slain,  makes  another  part  of  the  police 
of  nations ;  and  ponderous  systems  of  taxation 
aaake  another  part  of  the  police  of  nations until 


an  increase  of  population  enlarges  the  peace  ser- 
vice of  the  Army,  or  makes  it  necessary  to  aug- 
ment the  Army  in  time  of  peace,  he  must  boldly 
deny  it.  Do  they  mean  to  say  that  faction  and 
discontent  increases  with  population,  and  calls  for 
an  augmentation  of  military  force  to  quell  its  bold 
audacity?  Such  a  sentiment  is  not  to  be  endured. 
Can  the  census  of  any  nation  be  the  standard  of 
its  Peace  Establishment?  The  argument,  he  said, 
was  surely  used  as  a  make-weight;  it  came  across 
his  pride  and  feeling,  and  he  would  not  trust  him- 
self to  speak  further  of  it.   It  would  refute  itself. 

The  posts  and  forts  are  increased  in  number; 
and,  in  the  same  proportion,  he  admitted  it  was 
necessary  to  have  more  troops  than  we  had  at  1802 
and  1808.  At  1803  and  1804  we  had  34,  and  at 
1808  we  occupied  47  posts  and  fortifications.  At 
this  time  we  occupy  54,  or  at  most  69.  The  re- 
turns laid  upon  our  tables  show  124  posts,  54  of 
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which  have  garrisons  of  not  less  than  ten  rank  and 
file ;  fifteen  others  of  them  have  one,  and  three, 
and  five,  and  eight,  officers  and  men  at  them ;  just 
enough  to  lock  the  gates,  and  the  rest,  53  in  num- 
ber, are  abandoned  as  useless.  In  fact  some  of 
them  had  no  existence,  and  he  could  not  perceive 
why  they  were  reported.  We  offer  an  army  of 
6,000 ;  and  it  is  clear  that  this  army,  when  prop- 
erly distributed  among  the  posts  and  forts  now  oc- 
cupied, would  give  each  a  force  superior  to  the 
average  of  that  which  they  had  from  1802  to  1808. 
Separately  considered,  therefore,  the  argument 
upon  posts  and  forts  was  against  the  opposers  of 
reduction.  But  as  it  was  his  intention  to  meet 
the  argument  fairly,  in  all  its  force,  he  would  pro- 
ceed to  inquire  into  the  alleged  enlargement  of  our 
frontiers,  and  would  treat  the  subject  as  if  the  ar- 
guments of  populations,  and  forts,  and  posts,  was 
consolidated  with  the  other.  Are  our  frontiers 
extended  since  1802,  so  as  to  require  an  additional 
force  for  the  peace  service?  To  avoid  all  com- 
plexity of  ideas  on  the  subject,  he  said  he  would 
divide  the  frontiers  of  the  Union  into  four  parts. 

1st.  Our  maritime  frontier,  extending  along  the 
■seaboard,  from  Eastport,  in  Maine,  to  the  mouth 
of  St.  Mary's,  in  Georgia. 

2d.  Our  left  flank,  resting  upon  Nova  Scotia, 
and  theCanadas,  and  extending  from  Eastport,  in 
Maine,  to  Fort  Mackinac. 

3d.  Our  right  flank,  resting  upon  the  Floridas, 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  Spanish  provinces ; 
and, 

4th.  Our  rear,  or  Western  settlements,  along  the 
valley  of  the  Mississippi,  and  which  are  protected 
by  a  cordon  of  posts  from  Fort  Mackinac,  head  of 
Lake  Huron,  to  Fort  Smith,  in  the  Arkansas. 

Two  or  three  general  remarks,  he  said,  would 
shorten  the  argument.  He  was  proceeding  upon 
the  tacit  admission  that  the  front  and  flanks  of  the 
Union  require  a  force  at  this  time,  double  that 
which  was  distributed  upon  the  same  lines  from 
1802  to  1808.  But  this  was  conceding  more  than 
he  was  bound  to  grant.  It  is  admitted  that  the 
forts  and  fortifications  have  been  doubled  on  the 
front  and  flanks  since  1804.  And,  as  the  natural 
defences  are  the  same  now  as  then,  it  follows 
that  the  artificial  strength  of  those  lines  has  been 
doubled  ;  and,  therefore,  he  could  assert,  without 
fear  of  denial,  that  the  same  military  force,  distrib- 
uted upon  those  lines,  would  make  them  stronger 
now  than  they  were  at  1802  and  1808.  Would 
this  be  contradicted  ?  Do  fortifications  weaken 
the  country  ?  If  so,  why  construct  them  ?  Do 
they  not  increase  its  strength  ?  Does  not  every 
fort  increase  the  strength  of  its  line  of  defence  ? 
Will  you  not  double  the  strength  of  a  given  line 
(all  other  things  being  equal)  by  doubling  the 
number  of  forts  upon  that  line  ?  Surely  you  do. 
And  it  follows  of  course  that,  as  you  increase  the 
defensive  strength  of  a  line,  by  erecting  fortresses, 
you  may  diminisli  its  military  force.  Now,  there- 
fore, as  the  bill  proposes  an  army  double  that  of 
1802,  and,  as  it  is  certain  that  the  front  and  flanks 
of  the  country  will  receive  their  due  proportion  of 
the  six  thousand,  it  is  fair  to  contend  that  the  mili- 
tary, as  well  as  the  permanent  artificial  strength 


of  the  front  and  flanks,  will  be  double  that  of  1802 
and  1808.  How,  then,  stands  the  argument,  in 
reference  to  our  maritime  front?  It  was  as  far 
from  Eastport,  in  Maine,  to  St.  Mary's,  in  1802 
and  1808,  as  it  is  at  this  day,  and  the  same  harbors 
and  estuaries  along  the  coast  to  be  defended.  There 
is,  therefore,  no  extension  of  territory  upon  our 
seaboard.  But  its  natural  defences  are  the  same, 
and  its  fortifications  are  doubled,  and  the  bill  pro- 
poses to  give  it  double  the  number  of  troops  to 
garrison  those  fortresses.  And  will  it  still  be  said, 
that  a  reduction  of  the  array  to  six  thousand,  will 
reduce  the  strength  of  our  maritime  front  to  below 
the  standard  of  1802  and  1808.  Would  it  not  be 
fair  to  say,  at  once,  that  we  shall  leave  the  seaboard 
twice  as  strong  as  it  was  at  that  period  ?  These 
remarks,  he  said,  were  equally  applicable  to  the 
peace  service  of  our  left  flank,  beginning  at  East- 
port,  in  Maine,  and  extending  along  our  ooundary 
line  westward,  to  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  lakes, 
and  up  the  lakes  to  Detroit,  and  from  thence  to 
Mackinac  ;  and  also  to  our  right  flank,  beginning 
at  St.  Mary's,  in  Georgia,  and  extending  westward 
and  southwest  as  far  as  Fort  Smith,  on  the  Arkan- 
sas. There  is  no  extension  upon  either  of  those 
lines  since  1802  and  1808 ;  nor  is  there  any  de- 
mand for  additional  troops,  save  that  which  is 
created  by  the  erection  of  forts  ;  to  garrison  which, 
a  fair  proportion  of  the  six  thousand  is  fully  ade- 
quate. Where,  then,  said  he,  is  this  vast  extension 
of  territory,  which  makes  an  increase  of  the  army 
necessarv  ?  On  the  west,  say  gentlemen,  the  de- 
fensive line  of  our  rear  has  been  extended.  Let 
us  refer  to  facts.  The  Committee  would  recollect 
that  he  left  them  at  Mackinac  on  the  left  flank, 
and  at  Fort  Smith  on  the  right.  The  space  be- 
tween those  two  points  is  our  military  rear.  On 
the  20th  of  November,  1803,  the  province  of  Loui- 
siana was  surrendered,  at  New  Orleans,  to  the 
United  States,  under  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso. 
The  fort  of  St.  Louis,  and  the  intermediate  posts, 
were  transferred  on  the  10th  of  March  following. 
At  and  before  this  acquisition,  we  had  a  cordoii^of 
posts  from  Mackinac  to  Fort  Adams,  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi six  miles  above  the  Spanish  line.  But^  to 
make  the  contrast  free  from  all  color  of  inequality, 
he  would  omit  Fort  Adams,  and  stop  at  the  old 
Spanish  post  of  Arkansas.  To  avoid  mistake  he 
would  enumerate  the  posts  upon  the  cordon,  and 
give  the  strength  of  each  at  several  periods.  They 
were  as  follow : 


• 

^gg^^gote  force. 

1802.  1806. 

1809. 

1. 

Fort  Mackinac        ... 

125      104 

90 

2. 

Chicago,  i.  e.  Fort  Dearborn    - 

66 

77 

3. 

Fort  Wayne 

64         76 

53 

4. 

Post  St.  Vincennes 

75 

14 

5. 

Belle  Fontaine,  Mississippi 

89 

51 

6. 

Kaskaskias,  same  river 

78 

7. 

Fort  .Massac   -         -         .         - 

71         84 

S2 

8. 

Fort  Pickering,  Chick'w  Bluffs 

78 

9. 

Post  Arkansas,  Arkansas  river 

17 

Total  - 


491     436     318 


The  total,  as  here  given,  is  not  exactly  correct, 
because  there  were  some  changes  in  the  posts ;  as, 
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for  instance,  the  troops  were  withdrawn  from  Fort 
Pickering  after  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana,  and 
the  garrison  at  Kaskaskias  was  discontinued,  and 
the  troops  sent  to  Fort  Osage,  in  the  Missouri 
Territory.  But  it  is  positively  true,  he  said,  that 
the  aggregate  force  on  that  frontier  did  not  exceed 
five  hundred  rank  and  file  at  any  time  between 
1802and  1811.  And  this  force,  during  that  period, 
maintained  the  posts,  overawed  the  Indians,  pro- 
tected the  frontier,  and  were  found  to  be  adequate 
to  the  peace  service  in  that  quarter.  At  present 
we  have  the  following  cordon  of  posts  ;  the  force 
at  each  of  which,  is  taken  from  the  last  returns, 
Tiz: 

1.  Fort  Mackinac,  head  of  Lake  Huron  -       1 15 

3.  Fort   Howard,  Qreen   Bay,  mouth  of  Fox 

river 524 

3.  Chicago,  Fort  Dearborn,  Lake  Erie     -         •       134 

4.  Sl  Peter's,  mouth  of  river  St.  Peter's,  Can- 

tonment Leavenworth      •         .        .        .  354 
6.  Fort  Crawford,  Prairie  du  Chien,  mouth  oi 

Wisconsin 101 

6.  Fort  Armstrong,  Rock  Island,  Mississippi    -  80 

7.  Council  Bluffs,  720  miles  up  the  Missouri  -  851 

8.  Fort  Smith,  — ^—  miles  up  the  Arkansas     •  76 


Total 


2,235 


Formerly  the  cordon  terminated  at  the  Chicka- 
saw Bluffs,  and  then  agam  at  Post  Arkansas,  after 
its  surrender  to  us,  but  at  this  time  both  of  these 
posts  are  discontinued,  and  Fort  Smith  established 
in  lieu  of  them. 

Now,  said  Mr.  T.,  contrast  this  and  that,  and 
then  tell  us  what  has  become  of  the  argument  of 
extension.    In  the  former  period,  you  had  one  post 
more  than  at  present;    and  although  you   have 
changed  the  location  of  forts  and  posts,  as  the  fron- 
tier settlements  advanced,  yet  the  line  from  Fort 
Mackinac  to  Post  Arkansas,  was  as  long,  or  nearly 
so,  as  the  line  from  Mackinac  to  Fort  Smith,  on 
the  Arkansas.     You  have  only  thrown  out  the 
centre  of  the  line ;  and  in  this  alone  consists   the 
prodigious  elongation  of  which  we  hear  so  much. 
But  the  frontier  settlements  are  stronger  now  than 
they  were  in    1803-6-9 — have   better   rifles,  and 
more  of  them,  and  are  in  every  respect  better  able 
to  defend  themselves.     Are  the  Indians  more  nu- 
merous, or  more  warlike,  or  more  hostile  now  than 
they  were  then  ?     The  fact  is  well  known,  that 
the  number  ofwarriors  are  greatly  diminished  since 
1802.    Some  of  the  tribes  are  almost  extinct ; 
others  are  our  avowed  friends  or  allies,  or  qua^i 
subjects.     Their   proud  spirit   has   been  quailed. 
Their  warlike  nabits  and  intrepidity  of  character 
are  on  the  wane.     In  short,  the  tribes  immediately 
upon  our  border,  are  less  warlike  and  more  drunken 
and  worthless,  than  at  any  former  period.     Besides, 
our  control  over  them  has  been  extended  quite  as 
much  as  our  posts.     The  British  traders  are  en- 
tirely excluded  from  some  of  the  tribes,  and  their 
influence  is  everywhere  diminished,  and  constantly 
diminishing ;  and  what  is  of  more  consequence 
the  Indians  must,  for  the  future,  look  to  us  for 
supplies,  especially  arms  and  munitions  of  war, 
"Which  would  always  be  withheld  the  moment  they 
manifested  indications  of  hostility ;  and  then,  in 


addition  to  the  military  force  on  that  frontier,  we 
have  an  arm^  of  traders,  and  factors,  and  military 
agents,  all  ot  whom  assist  in  smoking  the  pipe  of 
peace. 

Hence,  it  appears,  that  we  have  quadrupled  our 
force  on  that  line  of  frontier,  although  the  actual 
demand  there  for  troops  has  not  increased ;  has, 
in  fact,  greatly  diminished  since  1802.     And  thus 
it  is  manifest,  that  the  argument  of  extension  is  a 
mere  exaggeration,  a  phantom  of  the  forest,  which 
vanishes  the  moment  you  break  up  the  margin  of 
the  Union  into  lines,  and  apply  the  standard  of 
1802-6-8,  to  the  present  peace    service  of  the 
country.     Will  the  reduction  of  the  Army  make 
it  necessary  to  withdraw  a  j)art  of  this  force  from 
the  West  ?    In  this  he  was  unwilling  to  control 
the  Departments.    But,  it  was  his  decided  opinion, 
that  at  this  time  the  Army  was  unequally  and 
improperly  distributed.     New  York,  for  instance, 
has  a  force  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred,  with 
one  Major  General  and  one  Brigadier  ;  and  Ken- 
tucky has  a  force  of  one  officer  and  servant.     It 
was  true,  that  Kentucky  had  rifles  enough  to  de- 
fend it ;  but  surely  the  great  State  of  New  York 
ought  not  to  be  degraded  by  treating  it  as  a  con- 
quered country,  to  be  held  only  by  a  strong  force 
in  garrison.     If  the  battalions  or  regiments  are 
kept  entire  for  the  purpose  of  drill  and  manoeuvre, 
let  them  be  sent  to  the  West,  where  subsistence  is 
cheap.     New  York  has  a  force  of  one  thousand 
seven  hundred,  and  the  whole  Western   frontier 
only  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-three. 
He  would  not  complain  of  thej^e  thing.-.,  but  he 
would  say.  after  reducing  the  Army  to  six  thou- 
sand, a  reinforcement  could   be  sent  to  the  West 
equal  to  the  whole  force  with  which  that  frontier 
had  been  protected,  from  1802  up  to  1809. 

It  was  possible,  he  said,  that  he  might  be  incor- 
rect in  some  of  the  facts  he  had  stated.  The 
Army  report,  as  printed,  had  only  been  laid  on 
the  tables  yesterday,  and  from  the  hasty  glance 
he  had  given  it,  he  could  not  assure  the  House 
that  he  was  exactly  correct  in  all  the  details  he 
had  given,  but  he  would  confidently  assert,  that  he 
was  substantially  correct  in  all  the  leading  facts. 
And  if  so,  it  was  now  his  turn,  he  said,  to  call 
upon  gentlemen  for  information.  He  demanded 
of  them  to  show  that  the  state  of  our  relations, 
interior  or  exterior,  foreign  or  domestic,  requires 
at  this  time  a  stronger  military  force  upon  the 
flanks  of  our  country,  or  on  our  rear,  or  maritime 
front,  than  we  had  there  from  1802  to  1808.  The 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Simkins,) 
aided  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Sergeant,)  had  given  acatalogueof  reasons.  They 
say  we  shall  presently  occupy  Florida  ;  have  they 
forgotten  that  the  Army  o\  1802,  occupied  the 
great  province  of  Louisiana  in  1803-4,  without 
any  increase  of  force?  Must  we  retain  the  forts 
along  the  present  line,  and  establish  new  posts  in 
Florida,  to  defend  it  against  ourselves  ?  Or  may 
we  not  do  as  we  did  in  1803-4,  break  up  the  use- 
less posts  on  that  flank  and  order  the  troops  down 
into  Florida,  as  we  then  did  into  Louisiana? 
Again,  they  say  we  must  keep  up  the  Army  to 
defend  Florida,  and  garrison  its  posts  and  forts, 
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and  overawe  the  Indians.  But,  if  a  part  of  the 
Army  of  three  thousand  defended  Louisiana  and 
garrisoned  its  forts,  and  overawed  the  Indians, 
surely  a  due  proportion  of  six  thousand  can  per- 
form that  service  in  Florida.  How  many  troops 
do  you  want  there?  Three  hundred  at  St.  Au- 
fi;ustine,  two  hundred  at  Pensacola,  fifty  at  St. 
Marks,  and  one  hundred  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ap- 
palachicola,  to  aid  the  gunboats  in  seizing  those 
who  attempt  to  smuggle  negroes  or  goods  into 
that  part  of  the  Union.  Does  the  acquisition  of 
Florida  make  that  frontier  stronger  or  weaker 
than  it  was  before  ?  If  stronger,  why  do  you 
want  more  troops  there  now,  than  we  had  there 
in  1803-4-8?  If  weaker,  why  did  we  make  the 
treaty  ?  Is  it  really  true  that  we  shall  weaken 
the  Union  by  this  arrondissement  of  our  territory? 
Must  we  entail  upon  ourselves  and  upon  posterity 
an  increase  of  the  Army,  with  all  its  concomitant 
expenses,  for  the  purpose  of  occupying  a  country 
which,  being  acquired,  makes  us  weaker  than  we 
were  without  it  ?  Are  we  to  pay  §5,000,000  for 
an  encumbrance  ?  Must  we  pay  that  sum  for 
Florida,  and  surrender  a  great  fine  dukedom  be- 
yond the  Sabine,  to  make  ourselves  more  defence- 
less than  we  were  before  ?  Where  are  the  friends 
of  the  treaty  ?  Let  them  stand  forth  and  defend 
it.  Bad  as  it  was,  and  hostile  to  it  as  he  always 
had  been,  he  would  still  do  justice  to  all  sides.  He 
was  ready  to  admit,  he  was  prepared  to  prove, 
that  the  Floridas  would  add  greatly  to  the  strength 
of  our  Southern  frontier ;  and  for  that  very  rea- 
son, said  he,  we  want  no  increase  of  the  Army  to 
defend  it. 

But,  again  ;  they  say  our  dispute  with  Spain  is 
not  yet  settled.  He  would  ask,  if  we  had  no  dis- 
pute with  Spain  in  1802  ?  Was  not  the  right  of 
deposite  withheld  ?  Had  they  forgotten  that  Fed- 
eral gentlemen  on  this  floor  called  loudly  for  war, 
and  demanded  that  the  nation  should  prepare  for 
hostilities?  But  the  Army  was  not  increased, 
the  afiair  with  Spain  blew  over,  and  the  Peace 
Establishment  was  reduced,  and  fixed  at  three 
thousand. 

A^ain;  we  must  look,  it  is  said,  to  our  foreign 
relations.  Do  we  not  see,  say  they,  that  the  ma- 
terials for  revolution  are  prepared  throughout  Eu- 
rope, and  that  dreadful  convulsions  may  be  ap- 
prehended ?  And  what  then  ?  Only  this — Europe 
will  be  fully  employed  at  home,  and  will  find  no 
leisure  to  wage  war  in  our  hemisphere.  Spain  is 
named.  What  can  she  do  ?  Can  she  find  means 
to  assail  us  at  a  moment  when  she  cannot  reduce 
the  weakest  of  her  revolted  colonies  ?  But,  she 
must  finish  her  self-renovation  ;  her  undivided  at- 
tention is  employed  in  her  domestic  concerns  ;  in 
the  re-establishment  of  order  and  the  constitutional 
system  ;  and  in  creating  ways  and  means  to  pay 
the  public  debt.  From  that  Power  we  have  noth- 
ing to  fear ;  Mexico  is  our  hostage  with  her.  Have 
a  little  patience,  said  he,  until  the  allied  sovereigns 
can  persuade  Ferdinand  that  he  is  strong  enough 
to  reclaim  the  ancient  prerogatives  of  the  Crown, 
and  re-establish  arbitrary  power,  and  you  will 
cease  to  speak  of  her  as  an  argument  against  re- 
duction.    Austria — and  what  of  her  ?     The  van- 


guard of  free  government  approaches  her  domin- 
ions ;  to  repel  it,  she  is  preparing  a  crusade  upon 
the  kingdom  of  Naples.  Free  principles  have  en- 
tered her  territories,  and  missionaries  of  the  new 
political  Testament — a  work  published  in  Europe, 
under  the  title  Constitution — representative  gov- 
ernment, and  equal  rights.  Russia — the  enlight- 
ened head  of  that  empire  can  feed  ambition  nearer 
home  ;  Europe  and  Asia  spread  their  feasts  before 
him,  and  bid  him  come  and  sate  his  appetite  for 
glory.  France — we  got  an  army  up  for  her  in 
'98  ;  let  us  remember  the  consequences,  and  grow 
wiser.  England — when  had  we  less  to  fear  from 
her  ?  The  Throne  has  exhausted  its  power  in  a 
wrangle  with  a  woman.  The  nobility  are  scan- 
dalized by  the  trial  of  the  Queen.  Public  opinion 
has  put  the  Crown  in  Coventry  ;  the  quiverings 
of  commotion  are  felt  from  the  centre  to  the  ex- 
tremities of  the  Kingdom.  Disaffection  rages  ;  the 
cloud  of  discontent  rolls  on,  increasing  as  it  goes, 
and  gathering  electric  fires  by  the  attritions  of 
resistance ;  where  it  will  burst  none  know ;  but 
burst  it  will,  upon  the  lordly  palace  or  lowly 
cottage. 

Last,  and  least  of  all,  comes  the  argument  of 
manufactures.  You  were  told  by  the  member 
from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Sergeant)  that  if  you 
turn  four  thousand  laborers  loose  upon  the  coun- 
try, you  will  discourage  manufactures.  He  sug- 
gested this,  as  worthy  of  attention,  but  would  not 
urge  It.  Perhaps,  said  Mr.  T.,  it  may  have  some 
weight  among  the  friends  of  manufactures,  and  if 
so,  lie  would  suggest  a  set-ofl!",  for  those  who  op- 
pose the  tariff".  Congress  will  refuse  loans  after 
this  year.  If  the  revenue  fails,  you  must  reduce 
the  army  or  levy  direct  taxes,  or  impose  an  ex- 
cise, or  increase  the  tariff";  but  the  moment  you 
come  to  these  dilemmas,  the  friends  of  manufac- 
tures will  vote  to  raise  the  tariff",  while  those  who 
oppose  it,  will  divide  upon  a  system  of  excise  and 
direct  taxation ;  and  the  tariff"  will  be  carried. 
Those,  therefore,  who  wish  to  avoid  the  painful 
operation  of  increasing  the  tariff",  will  recollect 
that  they  can  only  do  so  by  seasonable  reductions 
and  rigid  economy.  He  was  surprised,  he  said,  to 
bear  the  army  spoken  of  as  the  basis  of  national 
prosperity.  He  bad  always  supposed  that  produc- 
tive labor  and  economy  was  that  basis,  and  that 
armies  were  great  consumers,  and  not  producers, 
hanging  like  mill-stones  upon  the  spindles  of  pro- 
ductive labor,  and  taking  a  heavy  toll  for  grind- 
ing. He  would  not  trouble  them  further,  he  said, 
upon  this  branch  of  the  subject.  Every  view 
which  he  had  been  able  to  give  it,  in  the  gross  or 
in  detail,  brought  him  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
peace  service  of  the  countrv  did  not  require  an 
army  of  ten  thousand.  In  nis  opinion,  six  thou- 
sand was  fully  adequate  to  that  service. 

The  ability  of  the  Treasury  to  support  the  army 
had  been  maintained  by  some  and  denied  by  oth- 
ers. He  would  not  volunteer  his  services  as  um- 
pire between  them. 

One  gentleman  gave  a  flattering  account  of  the 
prospect  before  us,  and  asserted  that  we  had  paid 
off"  the  national  debt  too  fast.  Another  had  dis- 
sected the  Treasury  report,  and  found  balances 
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enough  to  bring  both  ends  of  the  year  together. 
It  would  be  cruel  to  dissipate  these  consoling  de- 
lusions.    Another  thought  the  army  so  essential 
to  the  service  of  the  country,  that  he  was  willing 
on  the  part  of  his  constituents  to  sustain  it  by 
loans.     Another  agreed  that  the  army  was  indis- 
pensably necessary,  and  insisted  that  taxes  should 
be  levied  to  supply  the  Treasury  with  means  :  and 
thus  their  arguments  are  made  to  terminate  in 
loans  and  taxes.     Mr.  T.  was  tempted  to  engage 
in  the  fiscal  discussion,  but  he  would  forego  it  un- 
til the  loan  bill  should  come  up.     One  thing  was 
agreed  on  all  sides — that  the  hand  of  pressure  lies 
heavy  on  the  country,  and   he  for  one  would  not 
increase  the  weight  •  he  would  reduce  it  if  possi- 
ble;  and  to  make  sure  work  of  it,  he  would  search 
diligently  for  the  causes.     And  what,  said  he,  are 
the  causes  of  this  pressure,  and  these  fiscal  embar- 
rassments ?    Is  it  want  of  means  or  want  of  econ- 
omy in  their  application  ?     Is  any  thing  withheld 
from  us  which  fertility  of  soil  and  manual  labor 
can  procure  1    Has  Heaven  pronounced  a  male- 
diction against  the  Republic  f    Has  the  earth  be- 
come sterile  1     Has  hungry  famine  and  pale  pesti- 
lence swept  away  the  people,  and  desolated  the 
country  ?     No,  sir.     Everywhere  the  eye  is  filled  i 
with  abundance,  and  the  heart  made  glad  with 
the  richness  of  the  harvest.     Plenty  has  spread  ' 
her  ample  means  in  prodigal  profusion.     But  we 
have  no  ma.'-ket.     The  surplus  of  our  labor  per- 
ishes upon  our  hands.     We  cease  to  purchase  for- 
eign labor,  because  our  labor  is  not  taken  in  ex- 
change.    We   import  less   than   formerly.     The 
revenue  from  customs  sinks  apace,  and  while  all 
things  are  falling  to  a  common  level,  the  Govern- 
ment mounts  upwards  to  its  maximum  of  expen- 
diture.    Our  fault  is  this :  We  live  beyond  our 
income.    Our  schenies  are  too  magnificent.     We  i 
must   season   our   disbursements   with   economy.  ' 
Our  friend  (Mr.  Sergeant)  says  that  this  pressure  I 
arises  from  two  permanent  causes.     The  loss  of  j 
the  carrying  trade,  and  the  fall  in  the  price  of  our 
produce  in  foreign  markets,  both  of  which  events,  I 
he  says,  are  owing  to  the  peace  in  Europe.     But,  j 
if  this  is  the  result  of  peace,  will  it  not  last  as  long 
as  peace  continues?    Most  surely;  and  yet  ou" 
friend  made  it  appear  that  a  reaction  was  about  to 
begin,  which  would  relieve  the  Treasury  and  the 
country  from  all  erabarrassmen  t.     He  made  a  com-  i 
parison  between  nations  and  individuals;  the  con- 
trast was  rather  unfortunate.     He  said  that  a  pri-  i 
vate  citizen,  who  borrows  a  sum  and  pays  a  debt  ' 
with  it,  is  nothing  poorer  than   he  was;  and  just 
so  with  a  nation.    Yes,  said  Mr.  T.,  such  people 
take  loans  to  keep  themselves  afloat,  hoping  as  we 
do  for  better  times,  and  praying  for  it  quite" as  ar- 
dently.    They  count  upon  reaction  as  we  do  pre- 
dicting every  year  that  it  will  begin  the  next ;'  ever 
consoling  themselves  with  brighter  prospects  un- 
til bankruptcy  and  ruin  ends  the  delusive  scene 
and  leaves  them  in  a  dungeon  with  nothing  but 
despair  to  comfort  misery.     Such,  also,  is  the  fate 
of  nations  when  they  live  on  loans,  and  feast  on 
capitals  instead  of  income.     And  such,  if  we  hold 
on  our  course  in  these  hard  times,  may  be  the  end 
and  termination  of  our  Treasury.     It  is  a  maxim 


asserted  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  that  a  nation's  wants 
are  always  equal  to  its  means ;  and,  if  so,  to  live 
upon  loans  is  treason  against  posterity.  The  means 
of  every  nation  has  its  limits  and  you  have  found 
those  limits  when  you  take  loans  to  pay  the  cur- 
rent service  of  the  year.  He  who  seeks  to  organ- 
ize the  army  upon  a  basis  which  requires  more 
money  than  the  country  can  afford,  is  the  dead- 
liest of  enemies  to  the  army  and  the  nation.  But, 
said  he,  let  us  waive  the  fiscal  argument.  Let  us' 
agree  that  the  Treasury  is  full-handed  ;  and  with 
that  admission  proceed  to  discuss  the  third  propo- 
sition, viz  :  Will  the  reductii)n  of  the  army  lessen 
the  strength  of  the  nation ;  diminish  its  capacity 
to  meet  the  emergencies  of  future  wars  ? 

We  are  told  that  we  have  jealous  neighbors,  and 
that  a  reduction  of  the  army  will  invite  aggression. 
I  We  are  reminded  of  the  maxim,  "  that  peace  is 
the  time  to  prepare  for  war."   But  there  is  another 
maxim  equally  true  anil  equally  well  known  to 
military  men  :  that  the  basis  of  preparation  varies 
in  every  nation  ;  nay,  that  it  varies  at  different 
times  in  the  same  nation.     Shall  the  war  be  offen- 
sive or  defensive  ?     If  the  latter,  then  you  must 
know  the  force  of  the  Powers  who  are  likely  to 
I  assail  you  ;  the  kind  and  quantity  of  strength  with 
I  which  they  may  annoy  you,  and  whether  by  land 
or  water,  or  by  both.     Then  you  must  carefully 
examine  the  natural  barriers  of  your  country,  its 
po.sitions,   and  defences,  their   relative   influence 
upon  each  other,  their  action  and  reaction ;  and 
then,  and  not  till  then,  are  you  prepared  to  make 
estimates  for  the  kind  and  quantity  of  artificial 
means  to  complete  your  system  of  defence.     Then 
you  may  begin  to  construct  a  basis  for  our  army. 
But  we  must  always  remember  that  a  proper  basis 
for  our  peace  establishment  will  not  be  found  in 
j  books,  or  in  Europe;  we  must  search  for  it  upon 
the  profile  of  our  country  ;  in  the  customs,  and 
;  habits,  and  occupations,  of  our  people ;  in   the 
i  genius  of  our  Government,  and  in  the  resources 
of  the  nation.     At  this  time,  happy  for  us,  we  have 
no  prospects  of  war  with  any  Power,  and  all  that 
prudence  can  ask — all  that  the  most  vigilant  cau- 
tion can  require  is,  that  the  nation  shall  augment 
its  strength  by  all   the  means  within  its  reach. 
But  there  is  at  present  no  specific  object  claiming 
the  application  of  military  means  :  general  prepa* 
ration  is  all  that  we  can  make,  because  the  object 
is  general  and  specific.     We  are  called  upon  to 
congregate  the  materials  of  national  defence,  and 
stand  prepared  for  war.     A  statesman,  before  he 
begins  the  work,  would  ask  himself  what  is  the 
best  preparation  ?     The  answer  is  obvious :  that 
preparation  which  will  make  the  nation  strongest, 
and  give  the  greatest  facility  to  its  active  powers. 
And  what  constitutes  the  strength  of  a  nation  ? 
Its  moral  energy,  its  purse,  and  its  sword.    Mind 
is  power,  the  purse   is  power,  and  the   sword  is 
power.     But  what  are  their  relative  values  ?     In 
a  Republic  moral  energy  has  the  first  rank,  the 
purse  next,  and  the  sword  last :  in  a  despotism  the 
sword  ranks  first,  but  the  primary  object  of  a  free 
people  is,  to  foster  and  preserve  its  moral  energy 
and  its  purse.     This  is  its  best  and  most  eflScient 
preparation.      We  have  lectures   upon   military 
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skill  and  experience,  as  if  that  was  the  only  means 
of  defence,  as  if  it  was  the  only  needful  prepara- 
tion. But  we  must  recollect  that  the  sum  total  of 
means  is  composed  of  various  items  of  which  the 
military  arm  is  only  one,  and  that  one  of  a  second- 
ary grade.  Moral  energy  is  national  defence,  and 
therefore  we  should  create  it  and  preserve  it. 
Money  is  national  defence,  and  therefore  we  should 
preserve  the  purse.  Public  credit  is  national  de- 
fence, and  therefore  let  us  pay  up  the  debt,  and 
clear  the  Treasury  decks  for  action.  Roads  and 
canals  are  national  defence  ;  they  give  facility  to 
military  operations,  and  peace  is  the  proper  period 
to  construct  them.  Productive  labor  is  national 
defence ;  encourage  that  and  you  are  preparing  for 
hostilities.  Economy  is  preparation  for  defence. 
How  long  do  nations  prosper  ?  Just  so  long  as 
industry  and  frugality  are  in  advance  of  idleness 
and  prodigality.  The  nation  that  increases  and 
preserves  its  purse  will  be  more  powerful  than  the 
nation  that  exhausts  its  means  in  "  creating  and 
perpetuating  military  skill."  It  is  a  maxim  among 
statesmen  that  the  purse  is  more  available  than 
the  sword,  and  is  most  dreaded  by  rival  nations. 
Marshal  Saxe  considers  it  the  sinews  of  war,  and 
so  the  great  Turenne.  Was  it  the  purse  of  Eng- 
land, or  the  sword  of  the  allies,  that  congregated 
all  Europe  into  one  military  body,  and  precipita- 
ted the  whole  mass  upon  disloyal  and  disunited 
France  ?  Let  us  bethink  ourselves,  said  Mr.  T., 
lest,  in  our  haste  for  preparation,  we  omit  that 
which  should  be  first  done — lest  our  mistaken  zeal 
may  expose  us  to  defeat,  by  leaving  too  much 
space  between  the  columns  of  defence.  Like  his 
opposers,  he  was  in  favor  of  preparing  for  war  in 
time  of  peace,  but  he  differed  from  them  in  the 
mode.  Suppose,  said  he,  that  every  other  prepar- 
ation was  completed,  and  that  Congress  was  now 
called  on  to  finish  the  system  by  forming  a  nucleus 
for  the  military  arm.  A  question  would  arise, 
what  basis  of  preparation  will  embody  the  great- 
est quantity  ot  military  strength  ?  How  shall  the 
raw  material  of  the  country  be  manufactured  into 
its  maximum  of  "  military  power  ?'  By  reducing 
the  army  we  save  one  million  of  dollars  ;  but  sup- 
pose we  resolve  to  expend  that  sum  in  military 
preparation.  That  mode  of  disbursement  should 
be  preferred  which  will  secure  the  largest  quan- 
tum of  military  skill  and  experience.  Shall  we 
expend  the  money  upon  the  militia  or  the  standing 
army  ?  In  compliment  to  the  militia,  they  were 
called  the  "  jjreat  bulwark  of  liberty  ;"'  but  they 
had  been  totally  neglected,  as  unsafe  and  useless 
in  the  hour  of  danger.  Mr.  T.  held  a  different 
opinion,  and  he  would  suggest  a  mode  by  which 
they  could  be  made  as  effective  as  the  standing 
army,  or  nearly  so. 

If;  said  he,  we  form  a  class  of  from  twenty-one 
to  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  we  shall  have  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  militia.  The  pro- 
portion of  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers 
lor  that  body  of  militia  would  be  about  forty  thou- 
sand, or  perhaps  less,  (but  that  is  not  material,) 
and  making  in  the  aggregate  a  force  of  two  hun- 
dred and  ninety  thousand.  The  officers  would  of 
course  be  distributed  among  the  States  upon  the 


ratio  of  their  militia,  or  upon  any  equitable  ratio. 
Let  the  Grovernment  cause  this  body  of  militia  to 
be  instructed   in   the  military  science.     Several 
modes  may  be  adopted.     For  example:   Let  the 
General  Government  establish  arsenals  in  the  sev- 
eral States,  and  deposite  a  proper  quantity  of  arms 
at  each.    Let  cantonments  or  camps  of  instruc- 
tion and  discipline  be  formed  at  places  convenient 
to  those  arsenals.     Let  the  officers  and  non-com- 
missioned officers  of  each  State,  belonging  to  the 
class  of  militia  just  mentioned,  be  ordered  to  these 
camps,  and  be  kept  in  service  one  month  in  each 
year.     Let  them  be  armed  and  equipped  at  the 
arsenals,  and  let  the  most  skilful  officers  of  your 
army  be  ordered  to  the  camps  to  conduct  the  drills 
and  manoeuvres.     The  cadets  who  have  returned 
from  West  Point,  after  passing  through  the  seve- 
ral classes  of  the  Military  Academy,  cculd  also 
assist  at  these  drills,  and  thus  become  practically 
useful  to  the  country.     This  process  would  form 
excellent  officers,  and,  as  they  would  be  ordered 
to  command  in  rotation,  each  would  have  an  op- 
portunity of  displaying  his  military  genius,  and 
the  War  Department  could  possess  itself  of  the 
names  of  the  most  promising  military  men    in 
each   State.     At  the  expiration  of  the  month, 
this  army  of  oflScers  would   return   home,  and 
proceed  to  instruct  their  respective  companies  and 
regiments,  until   the  next  annual  camp,  and  so 
on  from  year  to  year.     So  much,  said  he,  for  the 
mode  of  instruction,  and  now  a  word  or  two  upon 
the  application  of  the  money.     By  reducing  the 
army  to  6.000  you  save  one  million  of  dollars, 
which  sum,  divided  equally  among  the  forty  thou- 
sand officers  and  non-commissioned  officers,  would 
pay  them  S25  per  month  each.     You  could  distri- 
bute the  pay  in  equal  or  unequal  portions,  as  should 
be  thought  best ;  but,  as  this  should  not  be  made 
a  money-making  business,  that  principle  of  distri- 
bution should  be  adopted  which  would  create  least 
jealousy,  and  give  most  satisfaction.    He  could 
easily  make  out  details,  but  it  was  sufficient  for 
his  present  purpose  to  show  that  one  million  of 
dollars  would  keep  forty  thousand  in  the  field  for 
one  month.     He  knew  very  well  that  the  sum 
mentioned  could  be  made  to  call  out  60,000  upon 
the  same  plan,  but  he  had  selected  40,000,  because 
that  number  would  officer  a  body  of  250,000  mili- 
tia, which  would  be  as  large  a  force  as  this  nation 
would  want  for  centuries.     It  was  easy,  however, 
to  change  the  calculation;  as,  for  instance,  if  you 
wish  to  make  the  officers  more  efficient,  you  can, 
with  the  same  sum,  keep  20,000  at  the  camps  of 
instruction  for  two  months  in  each  year;  or,  if 
you  wish  to  save  money,  half  that  sum  will  keep 
20,000  at  the  camps  one  month,  and  this  number 
would  officer  a  class  of  125,000  militia.   The  pres- 
ent average  price  of  the  ration  is  ten  cents,  and 
upon  that  basis  every  member  could  amuse  him- 
self by  making  calculations,  and  exercise  his  lib- 
erality by  making  the  pay  six,  eight,  ten,  or  twenty 
dollars  per  month — always  keeping  this  in  view, 
that  he  is  forming  a  system  to  instruct  officers, 
who  arc  to  instruct  the  men,  and  that  the  system 
should  be  as  effective  as  possible,  at  the  smallest 
possible  expense.  . 


887 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


888 


H.  or  R. 


Rediiction  of  the  Army. 


January,  1821. 


I 

:    \ 

i 


\'\\ 


Here,  said  Mr.  T.,  are  two  modes  of  preparing 
for  war  in  time  of  peace;  each  is  to  cost  the  same 
sum,  and  the  choice  must  be  determined  by  supe- 
rior efficiency.    A  brief  contrast  will  show  which 
has  the   "  vantage  ground."     The   Secretary  of 
War  tells  us,  "  that  the  great  object  of  a  military 
peace  establishment  is  to  create  and  perpetuate 
military  skill  and   experience."     These   are  his 
own  words,  and  what  are  the  facts  ?     We  offer 
you  an  army  of  six  thousand,  and  you  ask  ten. 
This  additional  4,0()0  will  cost  the  Treasury  one 
million  of  dollars,  and  this  is  your  nucleus  of  mili- 
tary science ;  this  is  your  dispensatory  of  military 
skill ;  this  is  your  repository  of  the  art  of  war.    In 
lieu  of  this,  we  propose  to  disburse  the  same  sum 
in  establishing  camps  or  schools  of  instruction  and 
discipline  for  the  officers  of  250,000  militia,  who 
are  to  instruct  that  body  of  militia  from  year  to 
year.    And  can  any  man  hesitate  between  these 
two  modes  of  "creating  and  perpetuating  military 
skill  and  experience?"     Will  any  one  doubt  that 
the  latter  is  the  better  preparation  for  the  emer- 
gencies of  future  wars  ?    He  that  gives  preference 
to  the  first  must  labor  under  strange  delusions. 
For  himself,  he  had  no  doubt  that,  upon  experi- 
ment, the  system  suggested  would  be  found  most 
useful  to  the  Republic.     He  was  sure  it  was  more 
in  unison  with  national  policy  and  national  feel- 
ing, and  the  true  spirit  ol  the  Constitution.     The 
sound  judgment  of  the  country  would  one  day  de- 
cide between  the  modes,  and  to  them  it  must  be 
left.    But  he  would  implore  the  friends  of  freedom 
and  free  government  to  reflect  before  they  aban- 
don the  military,  as  unworthy  ol  their  fostering 
care ;  as  unfit  to  defend  the  body  of  the  nation ;  as 
unsafe  repositories  of  the  art  of  war.     Who  are 
the  militia  ?    The  great  body  of  the  nation.    And 
is  the  body  of  the  nation  unfit  to  bear  arms  and 
defend  itself?     Are  the  people  their  own  worst 
enemies  ?    May  they  not  be  trusted  with  their  own 
protection  ?     We  betray  their  cause  if  we  sap  the 
confidence  of  the  nation  in  this  arm  of  its  defence. 
The  Constitution  requires  us  to  prepare  a  "well 
regulated  militia"  for  our  service;  and  yet  we 
leave  the  militia  a  disorganized  mass,  untrained, 
undrilled,  undisciplined,  and  then  denounce  them 
as  useless  to  the  country.     We  waste  annually 
upon  the  army  and  other  objects  sums  of  money 
that  would  give  the  militia  an  effective  organiza- 
tion, and  then  stigmatize  them  as  unfit  for  ser- 
vice.    What  have  we  done  for  the  standing  army  ? 
Every  thing.     What  for  the  militia?    Nothing. 
How  long  will  the  people  tolerate  this  negligence? 
It  is  a  question  to  be  settled,  how  far  sound  policy 
allows  us  to  pretermit,  from  year  to  year,  the  adop- 
tion of  an  effective  militia  system? 

Mr.  T.  would  have  been  glad  if  the  opposers  of 
reduction  had  contented   themselves  with  eulo- 
giums  upon  standing  armies.     He  had  to  regret 
that  they  thought  it  necessary  to  disparage  and  i 
defame  the  militia.     They  came  with  books  pre- 
pared for  action.     With  sword  in  hand  they  made  ! 
the  assault,  and  cut  and  hacked  as  furiously  as  if 
they  had  orders  to  give  no  quarter.     We  were  told 
again  and  again  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Smyth,)  and  by  others  on  his  side,  that  the 


militia  could  not  be  relied  upon  in  time  of  danger ; 
that  they  wanted  firmness,  and  were  unfit  for  na- 
tional defence.  A  catalogue  of  instances  had  been 
^iven  to  show  how  shamefully  they  had  fled  when 
faced  by  regular  troops ;  but  they  had  forgot  how 
often  regular  troops  had  been  beaten  by  militia, 
and  how  often,  when  opposed  to  them,  old  vete- 
rans had  turned  recreant  in  the  battle  fray. 

He  feared  that  those  who  complained  most  of  the 
militia  were  least  able  to  command  them.     In  his 
judgment,  some  of  the  arguments  advanced  were 
political  heresies.     When  the  second  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  was  adopted,  "a  well  regulated 
militia  was  considered  necessary  to  the  security  of 
a  free   State."     And  who,  .said  he,  caused  that 
article  to  be  inserted  ?    The  schoolmen  and  tyros 
of  the  day,  who  had  collected  their  knowledge  of 
men  and  Governments  from  European  authors,  as 
ignorant  of  the  subject  as  themselves?     No,  sir. 
It  was  a  great  political  truth,  promulgated  by  the 
sages  of  the  Revolution,  by  men  who  understood 
the  human  passions,  and  knew  how  to  close  the 
avenues  to  arbitrary  iwwer;  men  of  disinterested 
public  virtue ;  who  had  fought  and  bled  for  free- 
dom, and  had  been  taught  the  scienceof  free  gov- 
ernment in  the  schools  of  experience  ;  men  who 
knew   that  liberty  is  held  upon  condition  of  per- 
petual vigilance,  and  only  secure  when  guarded 
by  the  body  of  the  people,  well  armed  and  discip- 
lined.    As  statesmen,  said  he,  we  should  ponder 
well  before  we  expunge  from  our  liturgy  the  doc- 
trines of  '76  and  "89.     There  are  moral  ligaments 
I  betwwn  freedom  and  the  use  of  arms  ;  cords  of 
sympathy  and  union  between  liberty  and  a  well 
[  organized  militia,  which  should  not  be  rashly  cut 
or  broken  by  the  hand  of  folly.     Liberty  is  gone 
I  when  the  military  art  is  taught  and  practised  only 
;  in    the  standing  army.     Deracinate  the   use  of 
arms,  and  the  people  become  timid  and  pusillani- 
mous.    Abandon  the  Republic  to  the  protection  of 
standing  armies,  and  a  prostration  of  political  vir- 
tue will  ensue,  that  must  terminate  in  the  spasms 
of  despotic  power.     There  was  a  period,  he  said, 
in  the  history  of  nations,  which  he  fondly  hoped 
our  country  would  never  know;  that  period  in 
which  the  body  of  the  people  neglect  the  use  of 
arms;  that  fatal  period  in  which  the  nation,  en- 
feebled by  luxury,  and  overcome  by  lassitude,  sur- 
renders  Its  protection   and   defence   to   standing 
armies  and  mercenary  troops.     Select  an  example 
where  you  please,  of  ancient  or  of  modern  date ; 
take  any  nation  that  has  figured  on  the  theatre  of 
time  ;  look  steadily  into  its  history  ;  search  for  the 
causes  of  its  rise  and  progress — its  decline  and  fall ; 
mark  the  summit   of   its   highest   elevation,  the 
point  of  its  decline;  seat  yourself  upon  that  emi- 
nence, while  you  survey  the  boundless  ruin  and 
and  gloomy  desolation  around  you;  inquire  for 
the  moral  character  of  the  generation  that  lies 
buried  where  you  sit,  and  in  that  generation  you 
will  find  that  the  use  of  arms  was  neglected  ;  that 
the  people  had  surrendered  their  protection  and 
defence  to  standing  armies  and  mercenary  troops. 
Before  that  period,  when  every  citizen  bore  arms, 
and  flew,  when  called  upon,  to  the  ramparts  of 
his  country,  you  will  find   the  nation  marching 
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upon  its  destiny  with  a  steady  eye  and  fearless 
front :  after  it,  when  the  people  had  surrendered 
their  protection  and  defence  to  standing  armies  and 
mercenary  troops,  you  will  find  the  nation  falling, 
to  rise  no  more. 

The  first,  is  the  doric  age  of  economy  and 
strength  ;  heroic  virtues  and  love  of  liberty,  vigor- 
ous measures  and  glorious  achievements;  national 
renown,  and  general  prosperity.  The  second,  is 
the  Corinthian  period  of  luxury  and  refinement, 
and  indolence  and  ease;  voluptuousness  and  ef- 
feminacy ;  venality  and  corruption  ;  cowardice, 
treachery,  baseness  and  depravity,  and  all  the  cat- 
alogue of  wayward  vices,  passions,  and  propensi- 
ties. With  such  a  people,  liberty  is  not  an  efful- 
gent body,  fixed  and  located  to  the  nation  ;  it  is  a 
comet,  blazing  for  a  moment,  or  a  meteor,  gleam- 
ing across  the  horizon  of  their  night,  flashirig  and 
sparkling  for  an  instant,  and  vanishing  for  ever. 
Sir,  said  he,  it  is  a  great  political  truth,  attested  by 
all  experience,  that  a  well  regulated  militia  is  ne- 
cessary to  the  security  of  a  free  State.  It  is  mad- 
ness to  deny  it.  If  it  be  not  true,  then  all  history 
is  false,  and  he  that  has  not  learnt  it  from  the 
chronicles  of  nations,  has  read  history  to  little 
purpose.  When  did  a  national  militia  erect  a 
despotism?  When,  and  where,  have  standing 
armies  established  free  government  and  equal 
rights  ?  It  is  the  stratagem  of  tyrants  to  let  the  peo- 
ple neglect  the  art  of  war,  and  persuade  them  to 
abandon  the  use  of  arms,  and  thus  make  the  pro- 
tection of  standing  armies  necessary. 

Mr.  T.  was  prepared  to  urge  some  general  re- 
marks, which  he  would  suppress,  rather  than  forfeit 
the  indulgence  of  the  Committee.  He  had  at- 
tempted to  show,  that  an  army  of  six  thousand  is 
adequate  to  the  peace  service  of  the  country.  He 
had  waived  the  fiscal  argument,  and  admitted, 
hypothetically,  that  the  Treasury  could  sustain  the 
expenditure  required  by  the  present  Peace  Estab- 
lisnment,  and  upon  that  supposition  had  contend- 
ed, that  a  reduction  of  the  army  would  not  diminish 
the  strength  of  the  nation.  He  had  made  it  ap- 
pear, he  hoped,  that  the  money  saved  by  reduction 
could  be  more  usefully  and  effectively  applied  in 
variousmodesofpreparation  for  hostilities.  Among 
these  modes,  that  of  regulating,  drilling,  and  train- 
ing the  militia,  was  suggested  as  the  best  prepara- 
tion for  future  wars,  and  a  better  and  safer  repos- 
itory of  the  military  science.  He  had,  while  upon 
the  fiscal  subject,  expressed  a  doubt  of  the  ability 
of  the  Treasury  to  meet  the  future  disbursements 
of  the  Government,  unless  aided  by  an  excise,  or 
a  system  of  direct  taxation  ;  and  in  referring  to  the 
state  of  the  country,  had  avowed  his  belief,  that 
frugality  had  become  an  imperative  duty;  to  which 
he  would  only  add,  as  his  fixed  opinion,  that  at  all 
times,  and  under  every  possible  relation,  in  which 
events  may  place  it,  the  nation  that  is  first  in  the 
practice  of  economy,  will  be  foremost  in  the  march 
of  power  and  true  glory. 

When  Mr.  Tri.mble  had  concluded — 
Mr.  Wooo  advocated  generally,  but  briefly,  a 
reduction  of  the  Army. 
Mr.   Cocke  spoke  at  considerable  length   in 


support  of  reduction,  and  of  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Brosh  opposed,  decidedly,  a  diminution  of 
the  present  number  of  the  Army ;  and 

Mr.  Stevens  advocated  a  reduction  generally, 
without  declaring  a  preference  of  any  particular 
plan. 

The  speech  of  Mr.  S.  terminated  the  debate  on 
the  main  question  ;  but 

Mr.  L0WNDE8  having,  as  well  from  what  had 
fallen  from  others,  as  from  his  own  inability  to  vote 
on  the  subject  understandingly  until  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  had  made  their  report, 
and  exhibited  to  the  House  the  true  state  of  the 
national  finances — suggested  the  propriety  of  post- 
poning this  bill  until  that  committee  should  make 
their  report. 

A  desultory  conversation  followed  this  sugges- 
tion, embracing  various  points,  but  chiefly  touch- 
ing the  best  mode  of  proceeding  with  the  consid- 
eration of  the  subject — in  which  Messrs.  Bald- 
win, S1MKIN8,  Foot,  Williams  of  North  Caro- 
lina, McLean,  Sergeant,  Cobb,  Floyd,  Camp- 
bell, and  Barbour  took  part.  Finally,  a  little 
before  sunset,  the  question  was  put  on  Mr.  Sim- 
KiNs's  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  (to  destroy  it,)  and  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive, by  a  large  majority,  only  four  or  five  rising 
in  favor  of  the  motion  ;  and  the  Committee  rose, 
and  reported  progress. 


Wednesday,  January  17.     ^ 

Mr.  Street,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  feenate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and  Austin  L.  Sands, 
legal  representatives  of  Richardson  Sands,  de- 
ceased, and  others,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment,  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Willi  A.MS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Bartholomew 
Duverge,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to  which  is  committed  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  H.  Guerlain. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Benjamin  Freeland,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his 
relief;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  case  of  the  deputy  sur- 
veyor of  the  "  Vincennes  tract,"  made  a  report 
thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Robert  Buntin  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  making  provision  for  the 
payment  of  debts  due  the  United  Slates  from 
purchasers  of  public  lands. 

Mr.  Barbour  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  addressed  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee,  stating  that 
no  change  is  necessary  or  expedient  in  the  organ- 
ization of  the  marine  corps  ;  and  communicating 
a  report   of  the  Navy  Commissioners  upon  the 
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subject  of  rations ;  the  number  of  officers  neces- 
sarily wanting  for  actual  service  in  1821  ;  upon 
the  propriety  of  reducing  the  number  of  pursers, 
and  dispensing  with  the  service  of  sundry  super- 
intendents, storekeepers,  dec,  at  the  several  navy 
yards  ;  the  average  cost  per  annum  of  the  various 
sized  vessels  of  the  Navy  while  cruising  and  in 
ordinary  ;  which  letter  and  report  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Siblev,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  district  court  of  the 
United  Slates  in  and  for  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Sibley,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  whe- 
ther any,  afld,  if  any,  what,  amendments  are  ne- 
cessary to  be  made  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
relating  to  the  ransom  of  American  captives  of 
the  late  war,"  passed  the  first  day  of  March,  1817, 
in  order  to  give  «ffecl  to  the  provisions  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tomlikson,  the  Committee  \ 
on  Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealin^f  the  act  passed  April  26, 
18l6,  by  which  was  allowed  an  additional  com- 
pensation of  fifty  per  cent,  to  the  compensations 
of  certain  officers  of  the  customs,  therein  named. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  o(  War,  transmitting  a  state- 
ment of  the  Avhole  number  of  militia  in  service 
during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  showing 
the  periods  of  their  service,  their  pay,  and  from 
what  States  and  Territories  drawn ;  prepared  in 
obedience  to  a  resolution  of  this  House  of  the 
15th  of  April,  1820;  which  letter  and  statement 
were  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  subject  of 
the  militia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Warfielo,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  a  resolution  moved 
by  him,  calling  on  the  First  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury  for  certain  information  in  respect  to  dis- 
criminations in  the  list  of  balances  due  to  the 
Government ;  and,  after  a  few  remarks  between 
Mes.srs.  Smith  and  Warfielo,  it  was  agreed  to. 
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The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  for  the  reduction  of  the  Military  Peace 
Establishment  was  resumed. 

Mr.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  first  section  of  the  bill,  with  a  view  to  the  in- 
sertion of  the  substitute  moved  bv  him  some  days 


ago. 


Mr.  Cobb  having  requested  from  the  mover  an 
explanation  of  the  considerations  which  had  led 
to  this  motion — 

Mr.  Smyth  explained  at  length  his  views  of  the 
relative  merits  of  the  two  systems  embraced  bv 
the  bill  and  proposed  substitute. 

Mr.  EfSTis  followed,  in  reply  to  a  part  of  Mr. 
Smyth's  observations,  and  giving  his  views  of 
the  proper  organization  of  the  Army. 

Mr.  Cocke  next  spoke  in  opposition  to  ilie  de- 
tails of  the  proposed  substitute. 

Mr.  Floyo,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  said,  that  he 
had  listened  with  great  attention  to  the  arguments 


which  his  honorable  colleague  (Mr.  Smyth)  had 
delivered  in  support  of  the  amendment  he  had  of- 
fered to  the  bill  now  under  consideration,  but  he 
had  not  been  persuaded  to  accept  it ;  and  he  had 
no  hesitation  in  raying,  he  preferred  the  bill  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  who, 
I  after  the  most  mature  deliberation,  had  offered  this 
to  the  House  as  the  result  of  their  labors;  and  if, 
I  said  he,  there  was  any  dissenting  voice  besides 
!  that  of  his  honorable  colleague,  he  was  not  ap- 
!  prized  of  the  fact,  and  desired  to  be  corrected  if  he 
I  was  in  an  error.     There  can  be  little  doubt  that 
the  mover  of  this  amendment,  who  is  chairman  of 
.  that  committee,  proposed  his  system  of  reduction 
j  to  his  committee  previous  to  the  report  of  the  bill; 
I  but  finding  no  support  from  them,  has  now  offered 
It  as  an  amendment.     I  am,  said  he,  unwilling  to 
make  any  change  in  a  measure,  the  result  of  much 
labor  and  patient  investigation  of  the  ablest  mili- 
tary gentlemen  in  the  House;  and,  sir,  I  cannot 
but  recur  to  the  recommendation  made   to   the 
House  at  the  last  session,  by  a  member  who  has 
lately  taken  his  seat,  when  the  bill,  reported  by  the 
member  from  Pennsylvania,  I  mean  the  honora- 
ble chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures, 
(Mr.  Baldwin,)  was  under  discussion,  that  we 
ought  not  to  dor  an  t  or  cross  a  t — the  advice  is 
good  now.     For  a  year  or  two  we  could  not  find 
the  right  time  to  begin  the  work  of  retrenchment ; 
this,  we  are  told,  was  not  the  proper  object  to  be- 
gin with,  or  not  the  place;  we  have,  in  this  way, 
been  Talleyranded  in  every  instance,  in  every  at- 
tempt ;  and,  for  my  own  part,  I  do  not  choos..*, 
upon  a  subject  of  this  importance  to  the  nation,  to 
be  Talleyranded  any  more.    Now  is  the  time,  and 
this  the  proper  object.    The  national  debt  last  year 
was  increased  three  millions  of  dollars  by  a  loan ; 
and  this  year  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  tells' 
us,  the  impoverished  state  of  your  finances  will  re- 
quire a  loan  of  seven  millions  more.     This  is  the 
issue :  you  must  either  retrench  your  expenditures, 
or  tax  the  people.     To  tax  I  will  not  consent ;  nor 
can  It  be  any  thing  short  of  prodigality,  that,  dur- 
ing two  years  of  profound  peace,  you  increase  the 
national  debt  the  enormous  sum  often  millions  of 
dollars,  when  we  ought  to  be  paying  it  off.   I  know 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
(.Mr.  Sergeant)  has  labored  hard  to  persuade  us 
so  large  a  loan  was  not  necessary,  but  even  he  tells 
us  we  must  have  a  loan — we  must  borrow. 

I  am  not  a  little  surprised,  on  every  question,  to 
find  gentlemen  ready  with  examples,  drawn  from 
the  history  of  Europe,  to  induce  us  to  adopt  their 
measures;  for  my  own  part  I  cannot  see  the  par- 
allel, and  believe  the  wisest  policy  is  to  suit  our 
own  views  to  our  own  country.  There  is  no  sim- 
ilarity in  our  situations.  When  you  talk  of  war 
and  military  preparations,  the  policy  of  Europe, 
her  standing  armies,  her  posts  and  fortifications, 
are  continually  presented  to  us.  In  what  do  we 
resemble  them?  Take  Germany,  for  example. 
She  has  a  foreign  Power  on  every  side ;  armies, 
fortifications,  and  all  the  paraphernalia  of  military 
array  must  be  kept  up ;  as,  upon  the  recurrence  of 
hostilities,  she  is  liable  to  the  sudden  inroads  of  all 
these  Powers.    How  will  this  apply  to  us  ?   W^hat 


Reduction  of  the  Amy. 


H.  OP  R. 


neighbor  have  we?  Canada,  it  might  he  answer- 
ed. That  country,  from  the  nature  of  things,  can 
never  make  war  upon  us;  a  country  we  could 
grasp  any  day,  but  so  miserable,  if  I  were  to  judge 
From  the  brilliant  military  plans  of  the  late  war, 
we  would  not  have.  The  only  parallel,  then, 
which  I  can  see,  is  in  our  inordinate  desire  to  become 
suddenly  a  •' great  people."  Yet,  sir,  I  confess  we 
have  good  cause  to  suspect  there  is  something  very 
attracting  on  the  other  side  of  the  water,  as  our 
citizens  are  so  very  fond  of  going  there ;  but  always 
come  back  worse  than  they  go,  except  they  know 
all  about  etiquette. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  did  not  believe  I  should  ever 
have  been  brought  so  low  as  to  approve  any  of  the 
institutions  of  that  country ;  but  when  I  heard  a 
distinguished  member  last  night  speak  of  the  Eu- 
ropean system  of  permitting  their  officers  to  retire 
upon  half-pay,  I  could  not  otherwise  than  think 
that  plan  would  be  a  greater  relief  to  the  people  of 
this  country  than  the  mode  now  pursued. 

Sir,  I  would  certainly  prefer  their  retiring  upon 
half-pay,  rather  than  maintain,  according  to  this 
plan  proposed  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  such  an 
host  of  officers  upon  full  pay ;  then,  indeed,  we 
would  save  to  our  bankrupt  Treasury  the  one-half 
of  this  expense.  Surely  half-pay  would  retain  the 
science  of  the  Army,  which  some  gentlemen  talk 
so  much  about ;  and,  in  the  meantime,  they  could 
add,  by  useful  labor,  something  to  the  general 
good. 

If  the  habits  of  soldiers  have  unfitted  them  for 
business,  as  has  been  said,  let  them  learn  and  add 
to  their  half-pay  by  useful  employments.  I  be- 
lieve, however,  the  science  of  the  Army  seems  to 
consist  in  transmitting  an  order  through  the  scien- 
tific channel ;  for  instance,  when  an  order  is  is- 
sued from  the  Department  of  War,  to  an  officer  at 
Fort  Washington,  twelve  miles  below  thi>  city,  it 
must  go  to  Nashville,  in  Tennessee,  and  scientifi- 
cally come  back  within  twelve  miles  of  the  depart- 
ment, to  its  place  of  destination  !  And  so,  I  sup- 
pose, one  would  go  to  Brownsville,  in  .\ew  York, 
and  then  return  to  Baltimore,  to  preserve  the  sci- 
ence of  the  Army.  But  I  will  say  nothing  about 
this  little  matter,  as  I  do  not  scientifically  under- 
stand it,  though  you  know,  Mr.  Chairman,  how  it 
went  with  the  Department  of  W^ar — very  glad  to 
get  off  on  any  terms. 

We  are  told  that  peace  is  the  time  to  prepare 
for  war,  and  gentlemen  have  said  that  this  bill 
will  tear  down  the  defence  of  the  country,  and 
overturn  the  wise  regulations  of  the  Administra- 
tion, and  many  such  fine  things.  I  know  that 
peace  is  the  time  to  prepare  for  war.  But  does 
that  preparation  consist  in  a  few  men  more,  or  a 
few  less?  Where  is  the  visionary  who  can  think 
ten  thousand  a  warlike  preparation  for  this  coun- 
try ?  Notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  said  to 
deride  the  militia,  you  must  at  last  depend  upon 
them — an  army  of  even  twenty  or  thirty  thousand 
could  not  guard  your  maritime  frontier.  Sup- 
pose, sir,  an  enemy.  Great  Britain,  for  example— 
1  take  her  because  I  think  there  is  a  great  willing- 
ness in  some  people  to  take  her  for  example — was 
to  arrive  upon  your  coast  with  a  force  of  forty  or 


fifty  thousand  men,  and  threaten  Boston,  would 
the  whole  of  your  thirty  thousand  be  sufficient  to 
defend  it  ?    And,  alter  putting  the  whole  country 
in  commotion,  sail  down  the  coast  and  threaten 
New  York — what  then  ?    Your  Array  cannot  fol- 
low them  in  time  to  render  any  service  ;  you  must 
call  out  the  militia.     When  he  has  run  you  to  ail 
the  expense  of  preparation,  he  changes  his  posi- 
tion, and  threatens  the  Chesapeake  Bay  with  an 
immediate  invasion.    Here,  again,  you  have  to 
rely  upon  the  militia.     Thus,  every  point  on  our 
whole  coast  is  threatened  with  invasion.   Charles- 
ton next,  or  Savannah,  and  New  Orleans.     And, 
if  the  enemy,  during  the  late  war,  did  not  take 
advantage  of  your  fruitless  attempts  to  procure  a 
regular  ariny,  it  was  the  result  of^  his  ignorance: 
while  his  ignorance  did  not  not  secure  you — the 
degraded  militia  secured  you.    No,  sir ;  that  is  not 
the  preparation  for  war.    Choose  your  positions 
well  upon  the  coast,  fortify  them  strongly,  place 
in  them  a  sufficient  body  of  troops  to  keep  them 
in  repair,  and,  in  time  of  war,  place  enough  of 
men  in  them  to  maintain  and  defend  them.  These 
ought  to  be  the  points  from  which  the  interme- 
diate country  should  be  defended;  that  the  space 
between   would   suffer   greatly,  none   can  doubt. 
But  did  any  man  ever  expect  a  country  to  be  at 
war  and  not  sufiier?     What  kind  of  talk  is  that 
wiiich  insists  on  "driving  insidious  foes  from  our 
shores,"  and  not  suffering  our  "soil  to  be  polluted 
by  a  foreign  footstep?"     Do  not  gentlemen  know 
that,  in  war,  a  country  has  no  limits   but  those 
marked  by  the  edge  of  the  sword  ?     And  could 
this  country,  under  any  circumstances,  maintain 
an  army  equal  at  all  points  to  an  invading  foe  ? 
If  he  has  fifty  thousand  men  on  board  his  ships,  I 
hold  the  entire  expense  to  have  been  encountered; 
and  it  costs  no  more  on  the  coast  at  Boston  than 
it  did  at  Liverpool.     If,  then,  you  would  oppose 
an  invading  enemy  of  that  force  with  success,  you 
should  have,  at  each  of  those  points,  at  least  sixty 
thousand  men,  as  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  the 
forces  at  Boston  to  follow  his  ships  round  to  New 
Orleans.    What,  then,  is  the  consequence?   That 
your  coast  would  require  three  hundred  and  sixty 
thousand  troops.     Let  us  take  things  as  they  are. 
This  bill  will  keep  us  enough  of  the  military  to 
preserve  our  fortifications,  which  is  all  we  want. 
In  war,  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  a  regular 
army  to  promote  the  success  of  some  particular 
design.    But,  at  last,  the  militia  of  the  country  is 
the  great  reliance,  as  we  are  compelled  to  know, 
from  the  document  this  morning  laid  upon  our 
tables,  which  shows  the  militia  force  called  into 
the  service  of  the  country  during  the  late  war,  to 
have  amounted  to  three  hundred  and  twenty-six 
thousand ;  while  that  of  the  regular  army  amounted 
to  perhaps  thirty-five  thousand. 

I  am  a  little  surprised  to  see  how  things  cut 
about  in  these  times  ;  and  not  less  surprised  to  find 
a  letter  of  Mr.  Monroe,  written  at  the  close  of  the 
late  war,  whep  Secretary  of  War,  make  its  ap- 
pearance in  the  newspapers  just  at  the  very  nick  of 
time,  while  this  bill  was  before  the  House.  How 
it  got  there  is  more  than  I  can  tell ;  for  what  pur- 
pose I  know  not ;  but  it  does  appear  to  me  to  be 
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one  of  those  little  obliquities  which  now  and  then 
we  see  in  this  our  day.     Will  not  every  gentleman 
at  once  see  that  the  letter,  when  written,  contem- 
plated a  state  of  things  which  thea  existed  totally 
diflFerent  from  that  which  now  exists  ?     We  had 
just  then  finished  a  war  with  a  powerful  nation  ; 
then,  too,  Lord  Castlereagh  had  just  said,  in  his 
place,  m  the  British  Parliament,  that  if  Bonaparte 
had  been  victorious  at  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  he 
could  not  have  succeeded,  as  Europe  had  at  that 
time  one  million  two  hundred  thousand  bayonets 
marching  against  him.     And,  sir,  do  we  not  re- 
collect that  two  distinguished   members  of  this 
House,  whom  I  now  see  on  the  other  side  of  the 
way,  here  declared,  in  their  places,  that  they  did 
not  believe  the  peace  with  England  to  be  a  lasting 
one;  that  it  was  a  mere  interval  of  hostilities,  and 
a  war  of  severer  conflict  would  soon  recommence. 
These  were  the  circumstances  of  the  times  when 
the  letter  recommended  an  army  of  twenty  thou- 
sand men,  and  Congress  fixed  upon  ten  thousand 
as  the  proper  number,  though  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, even  then,  thought  six  thousand  the 
proper  amount  of  force.     But  will  any  man  think, 
if  the  condition  of  the  world  then  required  ten 
thousand,  that  six  is  not  now  enough,  as  we  be- 
lieve our  peace  a  lasting  one,  and  there  is  less  i 
likelihood  of  collision  now  than  there  has  ever  : 
been   since   the    adoption   of   the   Constitution  ?  ' 
While  all  Europe  is  at  peace,  tired  and  exhausted ;  ; 
nay,  almost  the  whole  world  reposing  in  a  dead  j 
peace,  unknown  to  history,  I   believe,  from  the 
days  of  Moses  until  the  present  time,  with  the  ex-  ' 
ception  of  the  Augustan  reign  ;  and  now  we  have  | 
another.  ! 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  here  given  us  a  re- 
port  upon  the  subject  of  organizing  the  Army,  ' 
which  is  to  consist  of  officers,  and  says,  "no  posi- 
'  tion  connected  with  the  organization  of  the  Peace 
'  Establishment  is  susceptible  of  bemg  more  rigidly  ; 
'  proved  than  that  the  proportion  of  its  officers  to  ' 
'  the  rank  and  Hie  ought  to  be  greater  than  in  a 
'  War  Establishment."     Sir,  if  this  be  true,  man-  ' 
kind  has  for  ages  been  in  error  and  darkness,  and  ' 
Great  Britain  been  to  us  doubly  unjust.     During  : 
the  late  war  she  falsely  charged  us  with  putting  a 
double  proportion  of  officers  on  board  our  ships, 
that  if  one  should  be  killed   there  should  be  an- 
ther  ready  to  take  his  place.     And  when  the  frig- 
ate Chesapeake  was  taken,  in  her  battle  wiih  the  I 
Shannon,  we  always  have  believed  it  was  because  | 
the  gallant  Lawrence  and  most  of  his  officers  had  ! 
been  killed.     How  wrong  we  have  been!     But  ' 
the   Secretary  had   not  then   mformed  us   more  ! 
officers  were  necessary  in  time  of  peace  than  in  i 
time  of  war.  | 

We  are  told  of  our  increasing  population  ;  and 
some  gentleman  think  a  corresponding  increase  of  I 
the  Army  necessary.     This  doctrine  would  lead  ^ 
to  frightful  consequences.     We   have  a  certain  j 
frontier  to  defend,  and,  as  I  have  always  said,  cer-  I 
tain  positions  on   that  frontier  ought  to  be  forti- ' 
fied ;  and  then,  whether  our  population  shall  be 
great  or  small,  or  increase  to  any  extent,  these 
posts  will  be  adequate  to  their  protection.     We 
nave  now  ten  millions  of  inhabitants,  and,  accord- 


!  ing  to  the  narrowest  calculations,  it  doubles  itself 
every  iwenty-five  years.  What  a  fearful  army 
this,  in  a  few  years,  would  require,  were  it  to 
double  with  our  population!  And  what  an  in- 
creased number  of  posts  and  fortified  places  it 
would  require  to  accommodate  them  ! 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  come  to  the  military 
posts,  and  this  document  which  I  hold  in  my  hand 
is  that  which,  under  a  call  of  this  House,  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Department  of  War  has  sent  to  us  ; 
and,  from  the  examination  which  I  have  been  en- 
abled to  give  it,  I  am  compelled  to  say,  that  either 
'  the    Secretary    must    believe    Congress    wholly 
ignorant  of  the  defences  of  this  country,  or  he 
himself  must  be  destitute  of  the  nec«?ssary  infor- 
mation which  a  man  in  his  office  ought  to  possess. 
If,  sir,  we  take  all  the  places  marked  upon  this 
list,  including  the  places  where  our  Generals  re- 
side, we  find  it  spun  out  to  the  wonderful  length 
of  an  hundred  and  twenty-six  !     I  wish  clearly  to 
be  understood  ;  and,  if  I  am  in  an  error  in  suppos- 
I  ing  that  a  military  post  where  the  Generals  are 
I  stationed,  I  will  thank  any  gentleman  in  this  House 
to  correct  me  before  I  proceed  any  farther. 

I  believe,  sir,  from  a  reference  to  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  War,  in  the 
year  1818,  already  reverted  to  by  my  friend  from 
North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Willia.M8,)  it  will  be  found 
we  then  had  seventy-three  military  posts  ;  and 
now,  in  two  years,  by  some  strange  occurrence, 
unknown  to  the  country,  they  have  of  late  wonder- 
fully increased,  until,  indeed,  they  number  us  one 
hundred  and  twenty-six. 

I  have  heretofore  believed,  in  common  with  the 
rest  of  the  citizens  of  this  country,  who  did  not 
understand  the  science  of  the  army,  that  a  military 
post  was  a  place  so  fortified  and  provided  witn 
men,  cannon,  and  defences,  as  to  be,  upon  any 
occasion,  of  some  advantage  to  the  military  ope- 
rations of  the  country.  But  this  report  shows  us 
to  have  been  in  an  egregious  error,  as  there  are 
here  many  military  posts  where  there  is  neither 
forts,  magazines,  cannons,  arms,  or  men,  or  any 
single  thing,  except  the  ground  where  an  army 
happened  to  encamp  for  a  few  days,  during  the 
late  war.  Sir,  I  will  examine  this  wonderful  list 
of  military  posts.  I  will,  however,  say  nothing 
about  those  to  the  North,  as  I  am  not  acquainted 
yet  with  that  part  of  the  country  ;  but  some  of 
them,  you  will  perceive,  like  persons  wanting  of- 
fice, carry  their  labels  on  their  foreheads,  on  which 
you  may  read,  "  I  want,"  at  every  turn. 

Here  you  see,  occupying  a  conspicuous  position, 
is  Fort  Mims.  How  this  fort  has  been  revived,  I 
know  not ;  but  I  had  believed  there  was  not  a  boy 
in  the  whole  nation  who  had  not  heard  of  its  de- 
struction ;  and  many  fine  speeches,  said  a  gentle- 
man on  the  left  the  other  day,  have  been  made 
about  the  blood  and  tomahawk,  the  relentless 
savage,  which  spared  neither  age  or  sex,  and  the 
bones  of  unfortunate  victims,  left  to  blanch  upon 
the  dreary  plains ;  to  the  end,  I  suppose,  we  might 
not  forget  the  poor  Indians,  whilst  all,  with  a  sen- 
timental delicacy  for  the  honor  of  civilization, 
choose  to  forget  the  scenes  at  Hampton  as  soon  as 
possible.    But  this  fort,  I  suppose,  possessed  the 
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properties  of  the  phoenix,  and  has  risen  from  its 
ashes  in  all  its  military  array.     Next  to  this  we 
find  Fort  Stoddart.     How  this  came  here  is  equal- 
ly strange,  as,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  believe  for  the  last 
ten  years  there  has  not  been  any  thing  in  this  fort, 
without  it  is  an  alligator,  that  sometimes  chooses 
that  as  a  place  of  retirement,  to  bask  undisturbed 
in    the   sun.     Fort    St.  Stephens  is   on    the  list, 
and  shows  how  amply  we  have  been  disposed  to 
provide  for  the  safety  of  the  government  of  the 
State  of  Alabama,  as  that  place  has  been,  until 
lately,  the  metropolis  of  the  State.     This  partial- 
ity for  that   Slate  ought  to  create  some  jealousy 
among  us  to  the  South  ;  but,  as  it  is  among  our- 
selves, we  will  forgive  the  predilection.  Next  in  or- 
der is  Fort  Claiborne,  which  is  now,  as  my  friend 
from  Alabama  will  testify,  a  beautiful  little  town, 
containing  about  two  or  three  thousand  inhabit- 
ants.  After  passing  this  town  to  the  next  military 
post,  we  find  it  to  be  Fort  Strother,  which  we  are 
told  is  on  the  Coosa  river,  at  the  junction  of  the 
Etawha ;  and  here  we  find,  in  the  establishment 
of  this  fort,  that  valuable  corps  we  hear  so  much 
about,  called  the  topographical  engineers,  display- 
ed a  skill  and  accuracy  equal  alone  to  this  report, 
as  there  is  no  stream  at  all  entering  the  Coosa  river 
at  that  fort.     But  there  we  find  the  Secretary's  ! 
local  prejudices  in  full  growth,  which  I  must  con-  j 
fess  I  had  rather  seen  otherwise,  as  Fort  Strother 
is  one  of  the  most  flourishing  cotton  plantations  ' 
in  all  the  South.     Fort  Williams,  it  is  true,  is  on  ' 
the  Indian  land ;  but,  whilst  it  stands  on  one  side  ! 
of  the  Coosa,  the  other  is  in   the  highest  state  of  i 
cultivation,  covered  with  the  finest  cotton  planta-  i 
tions  in  the  country.     Look  here  !     About  twelve  ! 
miles  above  St.  Louis  is  a  military  post,  called  i 
Fort  St.  Charles,  a  beautiful  little  town,  contain-  i 
ing  a  thousand  inhabitants.     But,  Mr.  Chairman,  i 
here  are  some  military  posts  which  startle  us  with  ' 
their  warlike  preparations.     This  is  Belle  Fon-  I 
taine,  on  the  Missouri,  defended  by  three  men  !  and  ' 
Fort  Osage,  at  the  confluence  of  the  Osage  and 
Missouri  rivers,  as  ably   defended  by  one  man  !  i 
There  too  is  Fort  Edwards,  in  Illinois — in  what 
part  of  the  State  I  cannot  learn  ;  but  it  dt>es  ap- 
pear that  it  is  not  quite  so  well  defended  as  Fort 
Osage.     It  appears  too  that  the  mouth  of  Licking,  j 
in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  on  the  opposite  bank  of  I 
the  Ohio  river  from  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  is  a  I 
military  post,  defended  by  the  imposing  force  of 
one  man  ! 

Sir,  if  this  report  had  not  come  in  so  opportune- 
ly, weshould  have  gone  home  without  knowing  that 
the  city  of  New  Orleans,  Natchez,  St.  Louis,  the 
town  of  Nashville,  in  Tennessee,  and  Brownsville, 
in  New  York,  were  all  important  military  posts. 
But,  here  we  have  a  new  scene.  As  if  they  did 
not  grow  up  fast  enough  by  ones,  we  get  them  by 
twos.  Here,  sir.  is  Fort  Plaquemine  and  Fort  St. 
Philip,  two  names  for  the  same  spot,  as  my  friend 
from  Louisiana  (Mr.  Butler)  assures  me.  Next 
in  order  are  Fort  Bowyer  and  Fort  Mobile  Point, 
which  prove  to  be  the  precise  same  place.  Then 
come  Fort  Toulouse  and  Fort  Jackson,  not  less 
extraordinary  than  the  others.  The  history  of 
Fort  Toulouse,  if  I  am  not  greatly  mistaken,  is 
16th  Con.  2d  Sbss 29 


this ;  that,  when  the  extravagant  pretensions  of 
England  produced  the  war  of  1755,  when  she 
was  opposed  by  France  and  Spain,  a  chain  of 
military  posts  was  attempted  by  France,  to  be 
established  from  Canada  to  the  Gulf,  to  confine 
the  British  within  their  own  territory,  and  this 
Fort  Toulou.se  was  one  of  them.  But,  after  the 
peace  of  1763,  that  military  post  remained  a  re- 
treat only  for  wildcats  and  foxes,  until  the  late 
war  ;  when,  at  the  close  of  the  Creek  campaign, 
the  army  cut  away  the  trees  which  had  grown  up 
in  the  meantime,  and  removed  some  old  iron  can- 
non which  lay  in  their  way,  with  their  trunnions 
broken  off,  anil  built  Fort  Jackson  upon  the  self- 
same spot ;  and  yet  the  Secretary  gives  us  Fort 
Toulouse  and  Fort  Jackson  as  two  military  posts. 
I  must  confess,  sir,  this  reminds  me  very  forci- 
bly of  an  anecdote  I  once  heard  of  an  Irishman, 
who  said,  he  liked  to  live  in  America  very  well, 
but  he  believed  he  would  have  remained  in  his 
own  country,  where  he  had  every  convenience, 
and  as  fine  a  farm  as  any  in  Ireland  ;  but  there 
was  a  little  encumbrance  upon  it,  which  made  it 
rather  disagreeable,  which  was,  that  another  man's 
land  lay  right  on  the  top  of  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  indeed  astonished  how  it 
is  possible  for  the  head  of  a  department  to  have 
been  so  imperfectly  informed  as  to  the  real  state 
of  what  are  here  reported  to  us  as  military  posts ; 
and  how  they  can  be  mentioned   both  in  debate 
and  in  official  documents  as  existing  posts,  where 
a  portion  of  our  force  may  be  required,  and  used 
indeed  as  a  pretext  to  palliate  the  retention  of  this 
present  useless  force,  is  not  less  astonishing.     If, 
sir,  you  reject  from  this  report  all  the  arsenals,  the 
houses  of  the  generals,  the  camps  and  canton- 
ments, where  troops  chanced  to  stay  for  a  few 
weeks  during  the  late  war ;  and  all  the  forts,  where 
there  are  neither  soldiers,  guns,  nor  fortifications  ; 
and  all  those  in  cotton  fields,  as  well  as  those  the 
long  time  den  of  wild   beasts ;  you  will  find  this 
list  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-six,  dwindled  down 
to  fifty-eight ;  and,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  the 
true  military  aspect  of  this  country  will  never  re- 
quire that   number;    and,  when  another  subject 
comes  before  the  House,  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to 
show  that  not  more  than  perhaps  thirty  are  in  any 
event  necessary. 

I  cannot  divine  how  it  is  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  undertakes  to  brand  the  supporters 
of  this  measure  as  aiming  a  blow,  through  it,  at 
the  Executive.  Does  he  know  the  Executive  to 
be  hostile  to  the  measure  now  under  debate  ?  He 
tells  us,  too,  the  President's  glory  is  in  the  magni- 
tude of  the  fortifications  of  the  country.  For  my 
own  part,  I  think  myself  a  better  friend  to  him 
than  to  believe  he  would  place  his  glory  upon  any 
other  basis  than  the  administration  of  the  laws  for 
the  prosperity  of  the  country  and  the  welfare  of 
the  people. 

It  is  difficult  for  me  to  see  the  necessity  for  this 
army,  organized  as  it  is.  We  have  two  Major 
Generals  and  four  Brigadiers  in  service,  whilst  we 
have  not  as  many  men  at  any  one  place  as  would 
constitute  a  captain's  guard  ;  but  I  suppose  it  must 
be  necessary  to  us,  as  we  must  be  a  "great  peo- 
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pie."  These  officers  receive  near  seven  thousand 
dollars  a  year,  for  no  other  service  than  living 
comfortably  at  home,  and  transmitting  the  orders 
of  the  Department  of  War  ;  as  it  seems  the  Sec- 
retary of  that  department  has  no  choice  left  him 
but  compliance.  This  sum  is  enormous;  yet  I 
will  not  say  it  is  an  abuse,  as  it  is  drawn  through 
the  medium  of  the  law ;  though,  whilst  their  pay 
Ls  two  thousand  four  hundred  dollars  a  year,  their 
fiilowance  for  servants,  houses,  quarters,  kitchens, 
fire-wood,  and  other  little  matters,  swells  it  to  that 
The  life  though,  of  some  of  them,  is  not  a 


sum. 


dull  monotony,  in  "  these  piping  times  of  peace," 
as  we  might  suppose;  as  we  are  informed  a  visit 
is  made  each  Winter  to  this  imperial  city,  by  some 
means  or  other,  moving  in  the  style  of  an  Eastern 
satrap,  says  my  friend  from  North  Carolina,  with 
all  the  pomp  of  military  indulgence,  having  twelve 
hundred  pounds  of  baggage,  three  rooms,  and  a 
kitchen  in  the  train,  come  to  Washington  by  an 
order  from  the  Department  of  War,  and  obtain 
transportation  for  it  all ;  should,  however,  the  \ 
journey  have  been  commenced  without  an  order, 
one  is  kindly  furnished  when  the  city  is  entered  ; 
such  would  be  the  beneficent  disposition  of  a  well 
drilled  department. 

These  things,  when  we  had  a  Treasury  over- 
flowing with  money,  would  have  been   wrong; 
but  now,  when  the  Treasury  is  unable  to  pay,  it 
is  little  else  than  an  abuse  of  the  trust  reposed  in  i 
us  by  the  people,  who  expect  from  us  a  faithful 
account  of  our  conduct.     When  the  welfare  of 
the  country  shall  require  taxes,  I  will  vote  them. 
But  to  borrow  millions  every  year,  thereby  increas- 
ing the  national  debt  in  time  of  peace  instead  of 
paying  it  off— to  tax  the  country,  already  embar- 
rassed with  difficulties  of  their  own,  to  support 
this  prodigal  system,  is  what  I  cannot  do.    A  ■ 
prudent  man  will  limit  his  expenditures  to  the  j 
amount  of  his  income,  and  that  which  is  right  in 
an  individual,  cannot  be  wrong  in  a  nation. 

We  have  heard  much  of  the  services  of  our  offi- 
cers, their  high  expectations,  and  generous  sacri-  { 
fices  of  personal  prospects ;  all  this  may  be  true,  | 
and,  as  an  individual,  I  am  always  proud  to  honor  ' 
the  meritorious  officer.    But,  can  it  be  possible  for  i 
an  individual  as  brave,  as  patriotic,  and  disinter- 
ested as  they  are  represented  to  be,  should  desire  ' 
to  remain  one  moment  in  the  army,  after  they 
know  their  country  did  not  stand  in  need  of  their 
services  ?    Would  they  not  rather  feel  dishonored 
by  the  belief  that  pecuniary  compensation  was  all 
they  sought?    Let  us  do  the  country  justice,  Mr.  i 
Chairman,  and  when  the  services  of  these  officers 
are  wanting,  let  us  require  them  and  pay  them ; 
when  thev  achieve  deeds  of  valor,  let  us  reward 
them;  when  they  display  heroic  patriotism  and 
devotion  to  the  country,  let  us  give  them  our  dis- 
tinguished consideration.     This,  sir,  is  the  highest 
reward  any  man  can  receive  from  a  free  people. 

The  officer  who  would  wish  to  remain  in  service 
one  minute  longer  than  his  country  desired  him  ' 
or  wanted  his  services,  is  unworthy  of  its  confi-  ! 
dence  or  commission.  Why  are  we  told  of  irrita- ' 
ted  feelings  or  animosity  of  individuals  ?  If  these  I 
exist,  then  instantly  disband  the  army;  it  has  al- 1 


ready  existed  too  long  for  the  good  of  the  country. 
The  danger  of  a  standing  army  is  not  that  there 
is  any  fear  of  their  overthrowing  the  Constitution 
at  one  blow  ;  but  the  tainted  feelings  they  engen- 
der, and  the  influence  it  acquires  upon  public 
opinion.  I  hope  the  day  has  not  arrived  when  we 
fear  to  disband  an  army,  even  though  its  number 
should  be  ten  or  fifty  thousand ;  if  we  do,  then 
liberty  has  fled,  we  have  nothing  left  us  but  the 
shadow.  Let  us  beware  in  time,  and  keep  pure 
.  the  national  feeling  from  the  influence  of  this  dan- 
j  gerous  doctrine  ot  "  you  can't  do  enough,'  and 
!  you  are  "  bound  to  fulfil  expectations  yourselves 
I  have  created."  Against  this,  and  the  impatient 
j  desire  to  cram  into  every  oflSce  military  rnen,  to 
I  the  exclusion  of  citizens  of  better  pretensions,  I 
\  must  protest.     It  is  ruinous  and  unjust. 

Sir,  at  a  future  day,  when  our  population  will 
have  increased,  and  we  involved  in  some  future 
i  war,  necessity  or  favor  will  compel  us  to  create 
major  generals,  lieutenant  generals,  generals,  and 
i  field  marshals ;  when  the  doctrine  of  the  science 
of  the  Army  will  apply  then  as  now;  and  to  guard 
against  future  evil  as  much  as  we  can,  we  ought 
to  give  an  example  now  of  that  moderate  and  dis- 
interested justice  to  disbanded  armies,  which  fu- 
ture ages  ought  to  pursue. 

We  ought  to  remember  a  lesson  already  given 
in  the  exhibition  of  feeling  in  a  publication  ad- 
dressed to  the  nation  by  the  disbanded  officers  of 
the  late  war.  It  is  only  necessary  to  advert  to  it; 
the  memory  of  every  gentleman  in  the  House  will 
recall  it  to  their  recollection  :  a  more  severe,  acri- 
monious, bitter,  biting,  rancorous  piece,  I  yet  have 
never  ^een.  It  is  in  this  way  inroads  are  made 
upon  the  national  feeling,  and  whinever  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  people  shall  fail  to  consult  any 
interest  but  that  of  their  country,  there  is  an  end 
to  the  Constitution.  Control  them  now;  when 
you  cannot,  you  are  slaves.  Gradual  approach  is 
the  march  of  tyranny.  Can  any  man  believe  there 
was  much  to  surprise  the  people  of  Rome  when  a 
certain  Emperor  created  his  horse  priest  and  con- 
sul ?  Could  this  have  been  done  in  the  purer  days 
of  Rome?  No,  sir,  they  had  been  accustomed  to 
see  small  changes  and  innovations,  until,  from  one 
step  to  another,  they  arrived  at  this  last  degree  of 
degradation;  themselves  impotent  and  despised, 
doubtless  beheld  this  spectacle  without  wonder  or 
astonishment. 

Much  hai  been  said  of  the  inutility  of  the  mili- 
tia. They  have  been  contemned  anil  despised  to 
enhance  the  claim  and  usefulness  of  a  standing 
Army.  We  are  told,  too,  that  this  Army  is  neces- 
sary for  the  protection  of  our  Western  frontier, 
which  IS  feeble  and  defenceless.  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
will  not  sneak  on  that  subject.  I  cannot  trust  nly 
feelings;  but,  sir,  this  I  may  say,  that  I  know  well 
the  kind  of  protection  given  to  the  West  by  your 
standing  armies.  No  man  has  suffered  more  than 
myself  by  the  wars  of  the  country,  thouo^h  I  was 
too  young  to  have  any  personal  concern  in  them ; 
then  it  was  the  brave  and  dauntless  frontier  man 
protected  himself,  and  often  your  Army— for  all 
was  war;  then,  sir,  every  individual  could  aim  the 
unerring  rifle,  and  often  their  wives  and  daughters 
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could  use  them  with  skill  and  effect ;  and  whilst 
tilling  their  fields  of  corn,  each  would  in  turn  re- 
main on  guard;  then,  too,  battles  were  fought, 
where  deeds  of  valor  were  displayed,  which  would 
have  rivalled  the  boast  or"  any  age  or  country  ;  nor 
did  they  exi>ect  rewards  in  office,  favor,  swords, 
or  medals,  for  the  enemies  they  killed  or  did  not 
kill. 

But  I  will  not,  as  I  have  not  spoken  of  these 
things.  My  friend  from  Kentucky,  who  I  see  be- 
fore me,  (Mr.  Haroin,)  is  better  acquainted  with 
these  occurrences  than  I  am,  or  any  gentleman  in 
the  House,  may  picture  them  to  you.  He  is  more 
capable  than  I  am,  and  can  do  the  subject  more 
justice.  Let  him  speak,  and  you  will  learn  whe- 
ther your  militia  ought  to  be  so  despised. 

I  will  not  trouble  you  further.  Lnder  any  view 
which  I  can  take  of  this  matter,  I  cannot  see  any 
^ood  cause  why  the  Army  should  not  be  reduceJ. 
Let  it  be  fixed  upon  the  most  economical  basis, 
and  we  yet  may  avoid  loans  and  taxes  in  time  of 
peace,  which  will  some  day  ruin  this  country. 
Let  us  often  recur  to  the  pure  original  feelings  and 
opinions  which  we  once  had,  and  then  perhaps  we 
may  preserve  the  Republic  from  the  inevitable 
fate  which  the  gradual  change  of  original  prin- 
ciple must  bring  upon  it.  Let  us  recur  to  the  max- 
ims of  1801,  and  all  will  be  well ;  if  not,  expect 
prodigality  and  ruin. 

Mr.  Tri.mble  followed  Mr.  Floyo  in  opposi- 
tion to  so  indiscriminate  a  reduction  of  the  Staft" 
ot  the  Army  as  was  desired  by  some  gentlemen. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Smyth's 
motion,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Hardin  then,  after  some  general  remarks 
in  favor  of  his  object,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  bv 
adding  thereto  a  new  section,  to  abolish  any  com- 
mutation for  subsistence  of  the  officers,  ibrage, 
servants  and  servants'  hire,  and  subsistence  and 
clothing,  transportation,  and  any  other  incidental 
charges  whatever,  and  to  allow  in  lieu  thereof 
per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  pay  now  allowed 
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the  officers  respectively. 

Before  deciding  on  this  motion,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  the  House  adjourned  at  4  o'clock. 


Thlrsday,  January  18. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter , 
from  Peter  Stephen  Chazotte,  of  Philadelphia, 
enclosing  a  printed  pamphlet,  entitled  •'  Facts  and 
Observations  on  the  Culture  of  Vines,  Olives, 
Capers,  Almonds,  &c.,  in  the  Southern  States, 
and  of  Coffee,  Cocoa,  and  Cochineal,  in  East 
Florida."— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Agri- 
culture. I 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  petition  of  Edward 
Barry,  a  sailing-master  in  the  Navy  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  praying  compensation  for  his  house- 
hold furniture,  destroyed  in  the  navy  yard,  in  the 
city  of  Washington,  on  the  24th  of  August,  1814; 
which  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  were  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  memorial 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 


Missouri,  praying  that  relief  may  be  extended  to 
certain  purchasers  of  public  lands,  referred  to  that 
committee  on  the  11th  instant ;  and  that  the  said 
memorial  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  regulating 
the  payment  of  debts  due  from  purchasers:  of  pub- 
lic lands. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  VVays  and  Mean?,  reported  a  bill  authorizing 
Benjamin  H.  Rand  to  import  a  certain  piece  of 
plate  free  of  duty ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  altering  the  times  of  holding  the 
terms  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  northern  district  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Mr.  SiLSBEE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  one  day  for  consideration : 

Resolted,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
required  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the 
number  of  inspectors,  and  of  weighers,  gaugers,  and 
measurers,  employed  in  each  port  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  the  amount  of  pay  received  by  each  of  those 
officers  for  each  of  the  last  five  years;  and,  also,  a 
statement  of  the  names  of  persona  who  have  l>een 
employed  as  agents  for  building  or  supplying  light* 
houses,  revenue  cutters,  or  marine  hospitals,  in  the 
several  diistricU  of  the  United  States,  with  the  amount 
of  compensation  which  has  been  paid  to  each  of  them, 
for  these  services,  within  the  last  five  years. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Silsbee,  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  allowing  imported  goods,  on  which 
the  duty  has  been  paid  or  secured,  to  be  trans- 
ported coastwise,  from  the  district  into  which  they 
were  imported,  to  one  or  more  other  districts,  with- 
out losing  the  benefit  of  debenture  when  exported 
from  the  United  States,  within  the  time  prescribed 
by  law. 

REDUCTION  OF  THE  AR.MY. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
took  up  the  bill  to  reduce  the  Army  to  six  thou- 
sand men — Mr.  HARniN's  amendment  ofiiered  yes- 
terday being  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Haroin  having  since  yesterday  ascertained, 
in  conversation,  that  the  Military  Committee  had 
now  a  proposition  before  them,  similar  to  that 
which  he  had  offered  by  way  of  amendment  to 
this  bill,  said  he  would  leave  the  subject  to  them 
at  present.  He  ther^ore  withdrew  his  amend- 
ment. 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  with  the  con- 
sideration of  the  details  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  an  amendment, 
going  to  retain  one-half  of  the  topographical  en- 
gineers, and  followed  his  motion  by  a  number  of 
remarks  on  the  valuable  services  this  corps  had 
rendered ;  the  destitute  condition  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  military  service  of  topographical  in- 
formation, at  the  commencement  of  the  late  war; 
the  disasters  which  had  ensued  therefrom,  instances 
of  which  he  detailed  ;  the  mass  of  useful  and  essen- 
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tial  information  which  they  had  given,  and  were 
daily  acquiring,  by  their  surveys,  for  the  public 
use,  dec. 

Mr.  Cocke  opposed  the  raoiioo,  and  spoke  to 
show  that  the  information  wanted  in  some  of  the 
instances  referred  to  by  Mr.  S.,  might  have  been 
acquired  by  any  of  the  citizens  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  scene  of  operations,  dk-c.  He  was  further  op- 
posed to  any  material  amendments,  as  they  might 
tend  to  defeat  the  bill ;  it  was  a  course  deprecated 
and  avoided  at  the  last  session  by  the  friends  of 
the  tariff  bill,  and  he  wished  to  show  the  House 
that  the  friends  of  this  bill  could  not  be  outflanked, 
and  that,  though  militia  had  been  so  much  decried, 
he  wished  it  to  be  seen  that,  on  this  occasion, 
there  was  something  like  discipline  in  their  ranks, 
and  that  they  would  not  be  decoyed  from  their  ob- 
ject by  amendments. 

Mr.  Smith  said  he  really  had  never  heard  so 
broad  a  declaration  as  this  m  the  House — that  the 
friends  of  reduction  were  to  rally  round  a  bill, 
good  or  bad,  right  or  wrong.  He  avowed  himself 
a  friend  of  the  bill,  so  far  as  regarded  a  reduction 
of  the  Army ;  but  he  desired  to  make  the  organi- 
zation as  perfect  as  possible. 

Mr.  Mercer  entered  into  a  detail  of  many  of 
the  duties  devolved  on  the  topographical  corps,  for 
civil  as  well  as  military  purposes,  to  show  the 
great  value  of  their  talents  and  services  to  the  na- 
tion.    He  adverted  to  the  small  number  (ten  or 
twelve)  of  which  this  corps  even  now  consisted, 
and  the  little  expense  they  were  to  the  country. 
He  referred,  particularly,  to  many  instances  in 
which  their  talents  and  services  had  been  of  the  ut- 
most importance  to  the  national  defence,  and  many 
in  which,  had  they  been  employed,  they  would 
have  prevented  defeat  and  disgrace  to  the  arms  of 
the  Republic.     Mr.  M.  concluded  his  remarks  by 
moving  to  amend  his  amendment  so  as  to  retain 
the  Khde  instead  of  haif  of  the  corps  of  topograph- 
ical engineers.     Believing,  however,  that  the  pro- 
vision retaining  the  corps  of  engineers  would  be 
construed  to  retain  the  topographical  corps  con- 
nected therewith,  he  hoped  this  motion  would  be 
withdrawn,  that  it  might  be  made  when  another 
part  of  the  bill  should  be  reached. 

The  motion  was  withdrawn  by  Mr.  Smith. 
Mr.  Ford  moved  to  strike  out  the  provision  for 
retaining  a  surgeon  general,  considering  him  to 
have  little  or  nothing  to  do,  and  that  his  duties 
tnight  be  discharged  by  the  apothecary  general. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Storrs,  and 
was  supported  by  the  mover  ;  but  who,  subse- 
quently, withdrew  his  amendment,  to  obtain  fur- 
ther information  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  so  to  amend 
the  bill  as  to  give  to  the  Quartermaster  General  (as 
at  present)  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  a 
brigadier  general,  instead  of  reducing  his  rank, 
pay,  &c.,  to  that  of  a  colonel  of  cavalry,  as  pro- 
posed by  the  bill. 

The  question  on  this  amendment  was  decided  in 
the  negative — ayes  50,  noes  58. 

Mr.  Mercer  moved  to  strike  out  the  fifth  section 
of  the  bill,  which  abolishes  the  topographical  en- 
gineers and  their  assistants — wishing,  as  he  before 


stated,  to  retain  in  service  the  whole  of  that  corps, 
and  further  advocated  his  object. 

Mr.  Hardln  spoke  at  some  length  against  the 
j  amendment,  and  to  show  that  the  information  col- 
j  lected  by  this  corps  and  embodied  in  maps  was  not 
'  of  .such  importance  to  military  movements;  the 
;  whole  face  of  the  country,  in   its  water  courses, 
j  roads,  bridges,  &c.,  constantly  changing,  rendered 
the  mans  made  now  useless  in  future  wars,  &,c. 
I  He  might  not  be  averse  to  retaining  a  part  of  the 
!  topographical  corps  ;  but  d»?eming  this  bill  the  re- 
I  suit  of  much  military  knowledge  and  experience 
j  in  the  committee  which  pronounced  this  corps  un- 
necessary, he  was  not  prepared  to  act  in  opposition 
to  the  plan  which  they  recommended,  dec. 

Mr.  Mercer  replied  to  Mr.  H.  If  the  argument 
of  Mr.  Cocke,  that  the  bill  was  not  to  be  touched, 
lest  it  should  be  endangered,  and  that  of  Mr.  Har- 
din, that  all  amendment  was  precluded  by  an  im- 
plicit confidence  in  the  views  of  a  committee,  were 
to  prevail  in  this  House,  he  could  have  nothing 
more  to  do  with  this  bill,  or  indeed  with  any  other. 
He  proceeded  to  reply  in  detail  to  the  objections 
of  Mr.  H.  to  the  corps  in  question,  and  to  show 
the  necessity  of  retaining  them. 

Mr.  Hardin  rejoined  at  considerable  length. 

Mr.  Mallary  referred  to  the  duties  of  the  dif- 
ferent branches  of  the  engineers,  as  laid  down  in 
the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  War  Department, 
to  show  that  the  duties  of  the  topographical  corps 
were  called  for  only  in  a  state  ot  war,  and  that 
they  would  consequently  not  be  retjuisite  in  a  Peace 
Establishment ;  objecting  particularly  to  retaining 
the  number  now  in  service,  which  equalled  the 
whole  number  in  service  during  the  late  war. 

Mr.  Mercer  went  into  a  further  exposition  of 
his  views  in  defence  of  the  topographical  corps, 
and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Hardin. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  .Merger's 
amendment,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  with- 
out a  count. 

Mr.  S.MiTH,  of  Maryland,  then  renewed  his  mo- 
tion to  retain  one-half  of  the  topographical  engi- 
neers. 

Mr.  Brush  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Mallary,  in 
regard  to  the  relative  duties  of  engineers  and  to- 
pographical engineers,  lo  show  that  his  conclusions 
were  not  accurate,  and  to  show  the  great  utility 
of  the  duties  of  the  latter  corps  as  well  as  the 
former ;  and  to  retain  at  least  a  part  of  the  topo- 
graphical corps,  even  at  the  expense  of  part  of  the 
engineers  themselves;  that  to  have  a  perfect  sys- 
tem, a  part  of  each  corps  ought  to  be  retained,  and 
not  any  one  sacrificed  entirely. 

Mr.  S.mith's  amendment  was  also  negatived 

ayes  43. 

Mr.  Can.non  moved  to  amend  the  7th  section, 
so  as  to  make  the  same  allowance  of  three  months 
extra  pay  to  the  disbjinded  non-commissioned  ofl5- 
ccrs,  musicians,  and  privates,  as  is  provided  for 
disbanded  oflBcers. 

After  some  little  discussion,  this  motion  was 
lost  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Baldwin  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to 
allow  a  salary  of  three  thousand,  instead  of  two 
thousand  dollars,  to  the  Commissary  General  of 
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Purchases,  and  followed  his  motion  with  some  re- 
marks against  reducing,  (as  the  bill  proposed,) 
the  salary  of  an  officer  whose  duties  were  so  im- 
portant and  had  been  so  ably  and  faithfully  dis- 
charged as  they  had  been  by  the  officer  now  in 
service. 

Mr.  EusTis  added  his  opinion  that  the  sum  of 
$3,000  was  not  more  than  an  adequate  salary  for 
this  officer.  He  as  fully  deserved  this  sum,  irom 
the  nature  of  his  duties,  and  the  fidelity  of  their 
execution,  as  any  laborer  was  worth  a  dollar  a  day. 

Mr.  Cocke  argued,  from  the  duties  incident  to 
this  office,  which  he  detailed  to  the  Committee, 
that  the  sum  of  $2,000  a  year  was  an  adequate 
compensation  :  considering  it  also  probable  that 
this  officer  was  engaged  in  other  business  of  his  j 
own,  &c. 

Mr.  Sergeant  supported  the  motion,  from  a 
conviction  of  its  justice,  derived  from  a  personal 
knowledge  of  the  entire  and  exclusive  devotion  of 
the  present  Commissary  General  of  Purchases  to 
the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  $3,000  was  the 
sum  originally  given  to  this  officer  and  argued  that 
if  a  reduction  of  it  should  drive  the  present  officer, 
now  fully  experienced  in  his  duties,  from  the  ser- 
vice, it  would  probably  be  extremely  detrimental 
to  the  service;  he  disbursed  perhaps  a  million  of 
dollars  annually,  and  $3,000  was  a  very  low  com- 
mission on  the  amount  of  the  disbursement;  his 
duties  were  also  multifarious  and  laborious ;  and 
his  salary  ought  to  be  such  as  not  to  drive  him  to 
other  means  of  support,  if  not  from  service  ;  indeed 
if  he  were  to  engage  in  any  private  business,  he 
ought  not  to  be  retained  in  tne  public  service. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  was  averse  , 
to  arguing  thus  ad  hominem.  The  salary  of  this  | 
officer  was  no  more  than  $3,000  during  the  war,  ' 
when  his  duties  were  much  greater,  and  Mr.  W.  | 
thought  the  diminished  duties  of  a  Peace  Estab-  i 
lishment  made  a  corresponding  reduction  of  salary  i 
equitable  and  proper. 

Mr.  Rich  was  opposed  to  reducing  the  salary  of  j 
any  particular  officer — he  was  willing  to  go  into  ' 
the  subject  of  a  general  reduction  of  salaries;  but, 
until  then,  would  not  consent  to  single  out  a  par- 1 
ticular  case.  He  was,  therefore,  in  favor  of  the  I 
amendment.  \ 

Mr.  Foot  hoped,  then,  that  this  subject  would  i 
be  laid  by  for  the  present,  and  the  subject  of  sala- 1 
ries  taken  up,  in  which  case  he  trusted  that  of  the 
Commissary  General  of  Purchases  would  not  be  | 
the  only  one  reduced.  i 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  remarked,  in  reply  to  ' 
Mr.  Williams,  that  this  salary  was  fixed  at  $3,000  ' 
long  before  the  late  war;  and  during  that  war  he  ' 
had  many  deputies  to  assist  him.  ' 

The  amendment  proposing  to  make  the  salary  ' 
$3,000  was  rejected  without  a  division.  i 

Mr.  Fuller  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding 
a  provision  for  one  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Gen- 
eral  in  addition  to  the  Assistant  Adjutant  and 
Assistant  Inspector  General. 

This  motion,  after  some  discussion,  was  neg- 
atived without  a  division. 

Mr.  Storrs  moved  to  change  the  provision  of 


one  Assistant  Inspector  General,  to  a  provision 
for  one  Inspector  General ;  and  supported  his  mo- 
tion by  referring  to  the  important,  essential,  and 
valuable  duties  of  this  brancn  of  the  service. 

After  some  debate,  this  motion  was  also  nega- 
tived, without  a  division. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Virginia,  moved  an  amend- 
ment, the  effect  of  which,  in  substance,  was  to 
prevent  the  consolidation  of  the  corps  of  ordnance 
with  that  of  the  artillery,  and  to  preserve  the 
corps  of  ordnance  distinct  and  separate,  as  at 
present. 

This  amendment  was  briefly  discussed,  without 
any  strong  objections  being  urged  against  it,  and 
it  was  agreed  to — ayes  64,  noes  37. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Archer,  of  Virginia,  the  bill 
was  further  amended  by  substituting  the  word  dis- 
charged for  the  word  deranged^  as  applied  to  those 
to  be  disbanded  under  the  bill. 

Mr.  Trimble  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  add- 
ing thereto  the  following  section : 

Be  it  further  enacted^  That  hereafter,  of  the  pay 
allowed  by  law  to  each  enlisted  soldier  there  shall  be 

retained dollars  and cents  per  month,  until 

the  terra  of  enlistment  shall  expire,  or  until  legally 
discharged ;  at  which  time  the  retained  sums  shall  be 
paid  to  each  soldier  personally,  without  regard  to  any 
transfer  or  assignment,  and  without  being  subject  to 
any  lien  arising  upon  any  contract  or  engagement 
made  after  the  date  of  enlistment;  and,  in  the  event 
of  death  in  service,  the  sums  so  retained  shall  b«  paid 
only  to  the  widow  of  the  deceased,  or  to  his  heirs  at  law, 
or  their  guardian,  under  the  same  rules  and  regula- 
tions now  established  in  similar  cases. 

Mr.  T.  wondered  that  such  a  provision  had  not 
been  before  incorporated  in  the  system.  The  de- 
sertions were  very  numerous,  and  it  was  proper 
that  part  of  the  soldiers'  pay  should  be  retained  to 
operate  against  desertion  and  as  a  penalty  for  it. 
1  he  practice  in  the  Roman  army,  he  remarked, 
was  excellen  t.  The  books  of  the  regiment  always 
accompanied  the  colors  of  the  regiment — if  the 
colors  were  lost,  the  books  were  lost  too,  and  the 
State  thereby  gained  all  the  retained  pay;  but  the 
consequence  was,  that  the  colors  were  seldom  lost. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Cockb, 
and  Mr.  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  on  the 
ground  that  such  a  provision  would  be  reported 
in  a  different  bill,  in  which  it  would  be  more  ap- 
propriate. 

The  amendment  was  negatived. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  then  rose,  and 
reported  the  bill  and  amendments  to  the  House; 
and  the  amendments  of  the  Committee  were  suc- 
cessively adopted,  without  variation,  except  as 
related  to  the  ordnance  corps,  which,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Cobb,  was  so  modified  as  to  consist  of  one 
colonel,  one  lieutenant  colonel,  one  major,  six 
captains,  six  first,  six  second,  and  six  third  lieu- 
tenants. 

Mr,  Baldwin,  Mr.  Storrs,  and  Mr.  Fuller, 
renewed,  without  success,  the  motions  which  they 
had  respectively  made  in  Committee  to  amend 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Cobb  renewed,  and  spoke  in  support  of  the 
motion,  unsuccessfully  made  in   Committee   by 
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Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  to  give  the  Quartermas- 
ter General  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  a 
Brigadier  General,  in  lieu  of  those  of  Colonel  of 
Cavalry. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Floyd,  on 
principle,  and  was  supported  oy  Mr.  Smith  of 
Virginia,  also  on  principle. 
Tne  motion  was  negatived. 
Mr.  Lathrop  moved  to  deprive  the  Adjutant 
General,  the  Quartermaster  General,  and  Judge 
Advocate,  of  the  proposed  rank,  but  to  leave  them 
the  pay  and  emoluments  of  a  Colonel  of  Cavalry  j 
which  motion  was  negatived  without  a  division. 
Mr.  Anderso-n,  after  some  remarks  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  plan  of  reduction  proposed  by  the  pre- 
sent bill,  and  in  explanation  of  his  views  of  a  dif- 
ferent organization,  moved  that  the  House  come 
to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afikirr,  with  instructions  to  report 
a  bill  placing  the  present  .Military  Establishment  of 
the  United  States  under  the  command  of  one  .Major 
General,  and  two  Brigadiers  General,  and  containing 
other  provisions  necessary  for  making  the  staff  of  the 
Army  conform  to  this  arrangement. 

The  motion  was  negatived  without  debate,  ayes 
26  ;  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Hall  of  the  House — Revolutionary  Pensions. 


H.  OF  R, 


Friday,  January  19. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  State>  to  remove  the  land 
office  in  the  district  of  Lawrence  county,  in  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas  ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time 
on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Slrgeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to  alter  the  times  of 
holding  the  district  court  in  the  northern  district 
of  New  York;  which  was  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  on 
Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  reported  a  bill  authorizing 
the  settlenaent  of  the  accounts  of  the  late  Le  Roy 
Opie;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  which  is 
committed  the  report  made  at  the  last  session  on 
the  petition  of  Hoel  Lawrence. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the 
establishment  of  a  penitentiary  within  the  District 
of  Columbia ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  .• 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  requesting  the  President  to  inform 
the  House  (if  in  his  opinion  proper)  whether  any, 
and,  if  any,  what  negotiations,  since  the  first  of  Jan- 
uary, 1816,  have  been  had  with  the  Six  IS'ations  of 
Indians,  or  any  portion  of  them  ;  who  the  commis- 
sioners or  agents  were  ;  the  objects  of  the  negotia- 
tion i  the  expenses  of  the  same ;  the  compensation  of 


each  commissioner,  secretary,  or  agent,  and  to  whom 
the  moneys  were  paid ;  I  now  transmit  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  communicating  the  informa- 
tion desired. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
WASHixGTOjr,  January  18,  1821. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  state- 
ment of  the  amount  of  merchandise  on  hand  at 
the  different  Indian  trading-houses,  and  in  the 
hands  of  the  superintendent  of  the  Indian  trade, 
at  cost ;  rendered  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of 
this  House  of  the  13th  instant ;  which  letter  and 
statement  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Mallary,  after  some  remarks,  going  to 
show  that  there  was  reason  to  believe  there  were 
several  officers  of  the  Army,  employed  in  certain 
of  the  public  offices,  to  whom  compensation  was 
paid  for  their  clerical  services,  in  addition  to  their 
pay  as  officers,  and  with  the  view  of  obtaining 
precise  information  on  this  subject,  submitted  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Afl'aira 
be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any  officers  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States  are  employed  as  clerks  or 
in  any  other  capacity,  in  any  of  the  DepartmenU,  or 
in  the  office  of  the  Surgeon  General  or  Apothecary 
General,  and  whether  such  officers,  if  any,  have  re- 
ceived any  other  compensation  than  their  pay  as  offi- 
cers ;  if  so,  what  are  their  names,  and  what  extra 
compen.sation  have  they  received. 

Mr.  Little  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  so 
as  to  make  it  a  direct  call  on  the  Secretary  of 
War  for  the  information;  which  motion,  after 
some  conversation  between  three  or  four  gentle- 
men, was  negatived,  and  the  resolution  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Randolph  gave  notice  that  he  should  on 
Monday  next  call  for  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
making  provision  for  the  family  of  the  late  Com- 
modore Perry. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gorham,  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  placing  such  a  number  of  buoys  on  the 
Nantucket  shoals,  in  the  Vineyard  sound,  on  the 
coast  of  Massachusetts,  as  may  be  necessary  to 
render  the  navigation  the  more  secure. 

REVENUE  OFFICERS. 

The  following  resolution  submitted  yesterday 
by  Mr.  Silsbee  was  taken  up  for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
requested  to  lay  before  this  House  a  sUtcment  of  the 
number  of  inspectors  and  weighers,  gaugers  and  mea- 
surers, employed  in  each  port  of  the  United  Sutes, 
and  of  the  amount  of  pay  received  by  each  of  those 
officers  for  each  of  the  last  five  years  ;  and  also  a  state- 
ment of  the  names  of  persons  who  have  been  employed 
as  agents  for  building  or  supplying  lighthouses,  reve- 
nue cutters,  or  marine  hospitals,  to  the  several  dis- 
tricts of  the  United  States,  with  the  amount  of  com- 
pensation which  has  been  paid  to  each  of  them  for 
their  services  within  the  last  five  years. 

Mr.  To.MLiNsoN  wished  the  call  somewhat  ex- 


tended,  so  as  to  obtain  information  on  a  subject 
in  which  there  were  considerable  abuses  practised, 
some  particulars  of  which  he  referred  to.  He 
moved  therefore  to  add  the  following  to  the  reso- 
lution : 

"  Designating  the  persons  who  during  the  said 
period  were  paid  as  inspectors,  and  who  at  the  same 
time  performed  the  duties  and  received  the  {tea  of 
weighers,  gaugers,  and  measurers,  and  the  amount 
paid  to  such  persons  respectively,  for  services  rendered 
in  each  of  the  capacities  aforesaid." 

This  amendment  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Silsbee, 
and  thus  modified,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

HALL  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  Wood,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  this  House 
of  the  19th  of  December,  1620,  instructing  them 
•'  to  inquire  into  the  practicability  of  making  such 
'  alterations  in  the  present  structure  of  the  Hall  of 
'  the  House  of  Representatives,  as  shall  better 
'  adapt  it  to  the  purposes  of  a  deliberative  assem- 
*  bly  ;  and,  if  no  such  alteration  can  be  effected, 
'  to  ascertain  whether  it  be  practicable  to  provide 
'  a  suitable  hall  in  the  centre  building  of  the  Cap- 
'  itol,"  delivered  the  following  report : 

That,  in  obedience  to  the  above-recited  resolution, 
they  have  examined  the  practicability  of  making  any 
alterations  in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, that  would";  render  it  more  convenient  for  the 
transaction  of  public  business,  with  all  the  attention 
in  their  [K)wer. 

They  have,  also,  submitted  the  different  plans  for 
this  purpose  that  have  occurred  in  the  course  of  their 
inquiries,  or  that  have  been  suggested  to  them,  to  the 
examination  of  the  architect  of  the  public  buildings, 
who  has  furnished  them  with  his  opinion  of  the  alter- 
ation most  likely  to  produce  the  desired  effect  in  the 
Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  accompanied 
with  a  drawing  exhibiting  the  form  and  construction 
of  such  alteration,  and  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of 
its  construction. 

From  the  result  of  their  own  inquiries,  as  well  as 
the  examination  of  the  public  architect,  the  committee 
have  reason  to  believe,  that  a  level  glass  ceiling,  at  the 
loot  of  the  dome,  resting  on  the  t>tone  entablature 
over  the  columns,  would,  in  a  great  measure,  prevent 
the  evils  that  are  now  experienced  from  the  expansion 
of  the  voice  and  the  reverberation  of  the  sound ;  and 
is,  on  every  account,  the  most  eligible  alteration  for 
this  purpose  of  which  the  room  is  susceptible,  com- 
patible with  the  preservation  of  the  proportions  of  the 
Hall  and  the  use  of  the  gallery,  and  least  injurious  to 
the  beauty  of  its  appearance. 

But,  although  the  committee  have  no  doubt  that  the 
alteration  suggested  may  be  so  constructed  as  to  be 
perfectly  secure,  and  might  contribute  to  improve  the 
facility  of  speaking  and  hearing  in  the  Hall  of  the 
House  of  RJepresentatives,  yet  they  think  it  question- 
able whether  the  alteration  is  absolutely  necessary, 
and  whether  the  disadvantages  incident  to  it  would 
not  pbunterbalance  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  it. 

Independently  of  the  objection  arising  from  the  ex- 
pense, in  the  present  state  of  the  Treasury,  it  is  ob- 
jectionable on  other  accounts :  it  would  lessen  the 
circulation  of  the  air  in  the  room,  and  render  it  soon- 


er liable  to  become  impure  ;  would  obstruct  the  view 
of  the  dome,  and  impair  the  beauty  of  the  Hall. 

Experience  proves  that  the  members  speak  with 
more  ease,  and  hear  more  readily,  at  the  present  ses- 
sion, than  they  did  during  the  last.  The  difference, 
it  is  beUeved,  is  in  a  great  measure  to  be  ascribed  to 
the  drying  of  the  walls,  and  there  can  be  but  little 
doubt  but  that  further  improvement  may  be  expected 
from  the  same  cause. 

The  centre  building  of  the  Capitol  does  not  furnish 
a  suitable  Hall  for  the  members  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives.  The  only  room  that  would  admit  them 
is  the  one  destined  for  the  Library  of  Congress,  and 
that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  is  not  calcula- 
ted for  their  convenient  accommodation,  or  the  ad- 
mission of  spectators. 

The  committee  are  induced  to  believe  that,  by  car- 
peting the  gallery,  to  prevent  the  noise  which  arises 
from  moving  from  one  place  to  another,  and  by  strict 
order  in  the  House,  business  may  now  be  done  with 
tolerable  facility,  and  a  few  years'  experience  will  as- 
certain the  full  effect  of  the  drying  of  the  walls. 

The  committee  are,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  pro- 
vision should  be  made  for  carpeting  the  gallery  ;  and, 
that  any  further  alteration  in  the  Hall  should  await 
the  result  of  further  experience.  They  submit  the 
following  resolution,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  a  sum  of  money  be  added  to  the 
appropriations  for  the  public  buildings,  for  the  present 
year,  for  the  purpose  of  carpeting  the  gallery  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

The  report  was  read,  and  committed. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONERS. 

The  House,  then,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bar- 
bour, proceeded  to  consider  the  "bill  in  addition 
to  the  several  acts  making  provision  for  certain 
persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  service  of 
the  United  States  in  the  Revolutionary  war." 

This  bill  was  discussed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  3d  instant,  and,  having  been  re- 
ported to  the  House,  Mr.  Hardin  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  adding  thereto  the  following  sections: 

Ssc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  pen- 
sioner under  the  aforesaid  acts  shall  be  stricken  from 
the  rolls,  who,  upon  giving  in  the  schedule  of  his  prop- 
erty as  is  therein  directed,  shall  be  worth  less,  after  de- 
ducting his  debts,  than dollars. 

Skc.  3.  And  be  it  furt/ier  enacted,  That  every  pen- 
sioner who  has,  under  the  act  of  the  Istof  May,  1820, 
been  stricken  from  the  pension  roll,  shall  be  placed 
again  on  the  pension  roll,  if  application  shall  be  made 
by  him,  if,  upon  examining  his  schedule,  he  is  worth 
less  than dollars. 

The  question  was  on  the  adoption  of  this  amend- 
ment ;  and  on  this  question,  as  well  as  on  the  bill 
itself,  incidentally,  much  debate  again  took  place — 
M«srs.  Hardin  and  Gross,  of  New  York,  advo- 
cating the  amendment,  and  Messrs.  Barbour, 
Robertson,  To.mlinson,  and  Brown,  opposing 
it.     The  debate  had  continued  some  time,  when, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  (who  in  calling  it 
up  had  no  idea  of  interfering  materially  in  the 
progress  of  the  other  business  before  the  House,) 
the  bill  and  amendment  were  again  laid  on  the 
table. 


911 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


912 


913 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


914 


^ 


H.  or  R. 


Reduction  of  the  Army. 


Jancary,  1821. 


REDUCTION  OF  THE  ARMY. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  reduce  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Storrs  submitted  to  the  House  a  number 
of  remarks  to  show  the  inexpediency  of  abolishing 
the  existing  provisions  for  the  inspection  of  the 
army,  and  of  the  substitute  proposed  by  the  bill  for 
one  assistant  inspector,  and  concluded  his  remarks 
with  a  motion  to  strike  out  the  clause  providing 
"an  assistant  inspector  general,"  with  a  view  of 
moving  afterwards  to  insert  a  provision  for  one 
inspector  general. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Wil-' 
LiAMs  of  North  Carolina,  Foot,  and  Cocke;  and 
was  supported  by  Messrs.  Storrs,  Gross  of  New 
York,  Robertson,  S.MITH  of  Maryland,  and  Mer- 
cer. The  debate  continued  until  near  4  o'clock ; 
when, 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  proposed 
amendment,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  75,  nays  71. 

Mr.  Storrs  then  moved  to  insert  a  provision 
for  "  one  inspector  general ;"  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to  without  debate — yeas  76,  nays  69. 

Mr.  Ford  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  provision  for  one  apothecary  general,  con- 
ceiving that  the  duties  belonging  to  that  office 
might  be  well  discharged  by  the  surgeon  general, 
and  the  office  dispensed  with,  to  show  which  he 
offered  several  remarks. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Floyd, 
and  was  negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Mercer  moved  to  strike  out  the  fifth  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  which  abolishes  the  topographical 
corps ;  which  motioii  was  negatived  without  a  di- 
vision. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  who 
asked  for  the  opponent.s  of  the  bill  an  opportunity 
to  present  their  views  on  the  subject,  the  House 
adjourned. 


Saturday,  January  20. 

Mr.  Johnson  laid  before  the  House  certain  reso- 
lutions of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  instructing  their  Senators  and  request- 
ing their  Representatives  in  Congress  "  to  use  their 
exertions  to  procure  the  passaa;e  of  a  law,  permit- 
ting the  purchasers  of  public  lands  at  private  sale 
to  apply  the  instalments  already  paid  to  the  pay- 
ment in  full  for  such  portion  of  their  purchases  as 
such  instalments  may  be  adequate  to  pay  for  at 
the  price  of  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  to  relinquish 
the  balance  of  their  purchases  to  the  United 
States,"  and  requesting  them  to  present  the  same 
to  the  Senateand  House  of  Representatives;  which 
resolutions  were  read,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to  which  is  committed  the 
bill  regulating  the  payment  of  debts  due  from  the 
purchasers  of  public  lands. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  con- 
cerning invalid  pensioners;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  the  committee  on 
the  subject  of  reviving,  for  a  limited  time,'  the  cur- 
rency of  foreign  gold  coins  in  the  United  States, 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
continuing  also,  for  a  further  limited  time,  the 
currency  of  French  crowns  and  five  franc  pieces; 
and,  also,  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the 
relative  value  of  the  gold  which  may  hereafter  be 
coined  at  the  Mint  ofthe  United  States. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  statement  showing  the  tonnage  of  vessels  of  the 
United  States  which  entered  from,  and  cleared 
for,  ports  in  France,  together  with  the  tonnage  of 
French  vessels  which  entered  the  ports  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  from  the  same,  during  the  years  1816, 
1817,  1818,  and  1819,  prepared  in  obedience  to  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  the  3d  instant ;  which 
letter  and  statement  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Commerce. 

REDUCTION  OF  THE  ARMY. 

The  House  then  again  proceeded  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  for  reducing  the  Military  Peace 
Establishment. 

Mr.  Fuller  delivered  at  large  the  reasons,  gen- 
eral as  well  as  of  detail,  which  induced  him 
to  oppose  the  passage  of  this  bill  in  its  present 
shape. 

Mr.  ToMLiNSON,  of  Connecticut,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  The  bill  now  before  the  House 
has  been  so  ably,  and,  I  may  add,  so  eloquently 
discussed,  by  honorable  gentlemen  who  have  pre- 
ceded me,  and  that  discussion  has  been  protracted 
to  such  an  extent,  that,  for  prolonging  it,  I  am 
conscious  an  apology  may  be  expected.  Anxious, 
as  the  House  evidently  is,  to  take  the  final  ques- 
tion on  this  bill,  I  very  reluctantly  occupy  any 
portion  of  its  time.  But  the  objections  to  the  bill 
under  consideration,  which  have  been  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Fuller,) 
who  has  just  resumed  his  seat,  deserve  a  reply, 
and  have  determined  me  to  put  the  patience  of  the 
House  to  a  further  trial.  Knowing,  however,  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Lowndes,)  wishes  on  this  day  to  present  to 
the  House  his  views  in  relation  to  the  financial 
condition  of  the  country,  I  shall  not  enter  as  fully 
into  the  various  considerations  connected  with  this 
question,  as,  under  different  circumstances,  I  should 
feel  disposed  to  do. 

My  honorable  friend  from  Massachusetts  alleges 
that  the  bill  under  consideration  ought  not  to  pass, 
because  by  its  provisions  the  corps  of  topographi- 
cal engineers,  in  his  opinion  a  necessary  part  of  a 
Peace  Establishment,  will  not  be  retained  in  the 
service  of  the  country. 

Not  being  a  military  man,  and  making  no  pre- 
tensions to  practical  military  science,  I  have,  for 
the  purpose  of  acting  understandingly  on  this  sub- 
ject, adverted  to  "  the  military  laws,  and  rules,  and 
regulations  for  the  army,"  which  a  friend  near  me 
has  put  into  my  hand.  In  this  book  the  duties  of 
the  topographical  engineers,  and  also  those  required 
of  the  engineers,  are  particularly  detailed,  and  it 
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will  be  distinctly  seen  that  those  duties  do  not  es- 
sentially differ  in  time  of  peace.  By  this  military 
code,  which  has  been  compiled  under  the  direction 
of  the  Department  of  War,  for  the  government  of 
the  army,  the  topographical  engineers  are  reauired 
to  make  such  surveys,  and  exhibit  such  delinea- 
tions of  these,  as  the  commanding  General  shall 
direct,  and  make  plans  of  all  military  positions 
which  the  army  may  occupy,  and  of  their  respec- 
tive vicinities,  indicating  the  various  roads,  rivers, 
creeks,  ravines,  hills,  woods,  and  villages,  to  be 
found  therein. 

From  the  same  authority  I  learn  that  the  duties 
assigned  to  "the  corps  of  engineers,  comprise  the 
'  direction  of  fortifications,  military  reconnoiter- 
^  ings,  embracing  surveys  and  examinations  ofthe 
'  country,  and  surveys  of  sites  that  may  be  desig- 
'  nated  for  defence,  with  maps  and  plans  of  the 

*  same.  These  reconnoiterings,  surveys,  maps,  and 
'  plans,  will  be  made,  from  time  to  time,  by  such 
'  engineers  as  may  be  assigned  to  those  duties." 

Now,  sir,  will  the  honorable  member  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, or  any  other  member  who  may  be  dis- 
posed to  retain  the  topographical  engineers,  as  a 
distinct  department,  designate  the  exclusive  duties 
of  that  corps?  They  seem  not  to  differ  even  in 
name  from  those  required  to  be  performed  by  the 
corps  of  engineers.  Are  any  duties  assigned  to  the 
former  corps  which  may  not  be  properly  and  effi- 
ciently discharged  by  the  other?  Surveys,  maps, 
and  plans,  are  to  be  made  by  each,  with  the  same 
objects,  and  for  the  same  purposes,  and  under  pre- 
cisely the  same  regulations. 

Will  it  be  pretended  that  the  corps  of  engineers 
are  not  adequate  to  the  performance  of  these  du- 
ties? If  so,  dismiss  them  from  the  public  service. 
But  their  skill  and  ability  will  not  be  questioned. 
They  are  men  of  experience,  and  practical  military 
science.  Are  they  not,  then,  sufficiently  numerous? 
This  corps  now  consists  of  one  colonel,  one  assist- 
ant engineer,  one  lieutenant  colonel,  two  majors, 
six  captains,  six  lieutenants,  and  six  second  lieu- 
tenants, besides  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates.  Surely  the  addition  ofthe  topographical 
engineers,  drawing  a  considerable  amount  of  com- 
pensation, cannot  be  necessary,  nor  even  expedi- 
ent, in  time  of  peace. 

It  ought  not,  however,  to  be  concealed  that,  in 
a  time  of  war,  certain  duties  are  assigned  to  the 
topographical  engineers,  which,  by  the  existing 
regulations,  are  not  required  of  the  engineers. 
These  are,  "  to  accompany  all  reconnoitering  par- 
'  ties  sent  out  to  obtain  intelligence  of  the  enemy, 
'  or  of  his  positions,  dec;  to  make  sketches  of  their 

*  route,  accompanied  by  written  notices  of  every 
'  thing  worthy  of  observation  thereon ;  to  keep  a 
'  journal  of  every  day's  movement  when  the  Army 
'  is  in  march,  noticing  the  varieties  of  ground,  of 
'  buildings,  of  culture,  and  distances,  and  state  of 
'  the  roads  between  given  points,  throughout  the 

*  march  of  the  day ;  and,  lastly,  to  exhibit  the  rel- 
'  ative  positions  oi  contending  armies  on  fields  of 

*  battle,  and  the  positions  made,  whether  for  at- 
'  tack  or  defence."  But  these  duties  seem  to  me 
more  properly  to  belong  to  the  staff  of  the  acting 
Commander-m-Chief  of  the  Army,  and  some  of 


them  might  be  performed  even  by  his  private  con- 
fidential secretary,  with  more  utility  to  the  service 
than  by  a  distinct  corps.  Indeed,  during  the  Rev- 
olutionary war,  these  duties  were  often  performed 
by  the  Commander-in-Chief  in  person.  Besides, 
should  the  country  unfortunately  be  again  involved 
in  a  war,  those  duties  may  be  easily  transferred  to 
the  corps  of  engineers,  wno,  I  trust,  will  be  found 
to  possess  sufficient  military  science  to  keep  a  jour- 
nal ofthe  movements  of  the  Army.  I  trust  it  will 
not  be  serious^  contended,  that  a  distinct  and 
separate  corps  must  be  preserved  and  paid,  for  the 
purpose  of  performing  services  so  inconsiderable. 

But,  sir,  it  is  further  objected,  that  the  bill  now 
before  the  House  proposes  to  abolish  the  office  of 
adjutant  and  inspector  general.  Whatever  may 
be  the  importance  of  such  a  "  department,"  it  has 
not  the  authority  of  long  experience  to  sustain  it. 
I  had  supposed  that  the  duties  of  an  adjutant  gen- 
eral and  an  inspector  general  were  entirely  dis- 
similar, and  could  not  well  be  discharged  by  the 
same  person. 

The  adjutant  general  is  the  officer  through  whom 
all  orders  from  the  Department  of  War  are  com- 
municated to  the  Army,  and  from  whom  "  reports 
'  of  services  performed,  and  returns  intended  to 
'  exhibit  the  strength  of  the  corps,  are  transmitted 
'  to  the  same  department.  To  this  officer  is  com- 
'  mitted  the  direction  of  the  military  correspond- 


'  ence." 


The  inspector  general  is  required  to  be  with  the 
Army.  It  is  his  duty  to  inspect  the  troops ;  "  to 
'  ascertain  the  exact  state  of  their  arms,  equip- 
'  ments,  and  clothing,  and  of  every  other  circum- 
'  stance  tending  to  show  the  actual  condition  of 
'  the  troops  so  inspected,"  and  may  be  said  to  ex- 
ercise a  general  superintendence  over  "  the  police 
of  the  army."  On  this  officer  depends  the  disci- 
pline of  the  army. 

The  bill  under  consideration  contains  a  provi- 
sion that  there  shall  be  an  adjutant  general  and  an 
inspector  general  attached  to  the  Army.  Why, 
then,  continue  the  office  of  adjutant  and  inspector 
general  with  his  clerks?  Why  not  suffer  the  ad- 
jutant general  and  the  inspector  general  to  com- 
municate with  the  War  Department?  What  need 
of  this  intermediate  department?  Sir,  it  is  worse 
than  useless ;  it  is  a  mere  excrescence ;  its  contin- 
uance would  materially  affect  the  symmetry  of  the 
establishment  proposed  by  the  present  bill,  and  in 
my  judgment  it  ought  to  cease. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has 
thought  proper  to  bring  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House  the  character  and  qualifications  of  the  offi- 
cer who  now  holds  the  station  of  adjutant  and  in- 
spector general,  and  to  say  that,  if  he  were  not 
"  actually  engaged  on  the  lines  during  the  late  war, 
it  was  because  his  repeated  requests  to  be  so  em- 
ployed were  denied."  Sir,  with  the  character  of 
that  officer,  or  any  other  in  the  Army,  I  have  noth- 
ing to  do  on  the  present  occasion.  The  officers 
and  men  of  our  Army,  during  the  late  war,  distin- 
guished themselves  oy  their  valor,  and  both  de- 
served and  received  the  almost  unqualified  ap- 
filause  of  a  grateful  country.  But  I  will  not  detract 
rom  the  glory  which  they  acquired  in  that  event- 
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ful  and  victorious  contest,  by  admitting,  for  a  rao- 
ment,«  that  they  were  influenced  by  any  but  the 
most  honorable  considerations.  I  trust  they  joined 
the  Army  to  defend,  not  to  become  a  burden  to 
their  country. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  will  not 
claim  that  they  were  mercenaries.  If  their  patriot- 
ism impelled  them  to  the  field,  can  it  be  supposed 
that,  disregarding  the  example  of  their  predeces- 
sors of  the  Revolution,  they  will  reluctantly  quit 
the  profession  of  arms,  and  resume  the  pursuits  of 
private  life,  when  their  country  no  longer  needs 
their  services?  A  contrary  supposition  would,  in 
my  judgment,  tarnish  the  glory  which  they  have 
so  bravely  won.  Sir,  the  man  who  wishes  to  hold 
a  sinecure  in  this  Government  is  unworthy  of  its 
confidence. 

But,  sir,  I  do  protest  against  this  mode  of  legis- 
lating. I  will  not  suffer  myself,  in  forming  an 
opinion  upon  this  question,  to  inquire  how  it  may 
anect  particular  individuals — who  may  be  retained 
and  who  discharged?  The  sole  inquiry  I  feel  dis- 
posed to  make  is,  what  does  the  good  of  this  nation 
require  ?  Havmg  ascertained  that  the  demands  of 
individual  friendship  must  yield  to  that  considera- 
tion which,  in  legislating,  is  paramount  to  all 
others,  the  interest  of  my  country. 

If  the  considerations  which  have  been  suggested 
by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  were  to  gov- 
ern, you  could  never  disband  an  army.  The  force 
found  necessary  in  war,  must  be  retained  in  peace. 
But  on  the  termination  of  the  late  war,  with  the 
flattering  prospect  which  then  cheered  the  country 
as  to  its  accruing  revenue,  the  Army  was  reduced 
to  ten  thousand  men.  The  nation  could  not,  or 
would  not  retain  in  service  a  larger  number.  The 
revenue  was  deemed  inadequate  to  the  mainten- 
ance of  a  greater  force,  and  the  discharge  of  the 
other  necessary  expenditures  of  the  nation. 

The  question  now  to  be  settled  is,  whether  this 
Army  shall  be  further  reduced  to  six  thousand 
men  /  It  is  a  question  as  to  the  maximum  of  mil- 
itary force  which  this  nation  ought  to  maintain  in 
time  of  peace.  In  deciding  it  there  is  an  obvious 
propriety,  not  to  say  necessity,  of  adverting  to  the 
state  of  the  finances  of  the  country  ;  it  being  an 
axiom  in  this  Government,  which  I  hope  never  to 
see  controverted,  that  our  permanent  expenditures 
are  not  to  exceed  our  permanent  revenue.  The 
examination  which  I  have  been  able  to  give  this 
subject,  has  resulted  in  the  settled  conclusion  that 
neither  the  present  condition  of  this  country,  nor 
that  which  may  be  reasonably  anticipated,  for 
years  to  come,  will  be  found  adequate  to  the  main- 
tenance of  our  present  Military  Establishment,  and 
the  discharge  of  the  other  authorized  and  necessary 
expenses  of  the  nation.  This  being  granted,  will 
any  gentleman  venture  to  pronounce  the  proposed 
reduction  of  our  military  force  inexpedient  ? 

What,  then,  sir,  is  the  amount  of  the  revenue 
which  may  be  expected  to  accrue  during  the  year 
1821,  and  what  will  be  the  condition  of  the  Treas- 
ury at  the  termination  of  the  current  year,  if  all 
the  present  objects  of  expenditure  be  continued? 
1  choose  to  confine  this  examination  to  the  reve- 
nue which  may  be  expected  to  accrue  during  the 


present  year,  believing  that  it  will  afford  a  fair 
sample  of  that  which  may  accrue  in  subsequent 
years. 

In  drawing  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this 
interesting,  and,  I  may  add,  intricate  and  difficult 
subject,  1  do  not  propose  to  examine  the  various 
calculations  which  honorable  members  have  al- 
ready submitted  to  your  consideration,  no  two  of 
which  produce  the  same  result ;  all  admitting, 
however,  that,  at  the  close  of  the  year  1821,  the 
balance  against  the  Treasury  will  amount  to  seve- 
ral millions.  Indeed,  no  gentleman  seems  dis- 
posed to  pronounce,  with  much  confidence,  what 
is  now  the  situation  of  the  Treasury,  much  less 
what  it  will  be  at  the  close  of  the  current  year. 

Laying  aside  all  the  calculations  of  honorable 
{gentlemen  in  relation  to  this  subject,  I  resort  for 
information  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  exhibiting  the  state  of  the  nuances. 
This  is  the  official  statement  on  which  alone  this 
House  will  venture  to  act.  I  shall,  therefore,  dis- 
card all  the  ingenious,  and  probably  fallacious  cal- 
culations of  gentlemen,  and  consider  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  current  year  as  correctly  exhibited  in 
the  official  document  to  which  I  nave  referred, 
taking  the  balance  which  will  be  against  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  1st  January,  1822,  as  estimated  in  the 
supplementary  report  from  that  department,  as  ac- 
curately stated  upon  the  hypothesis,  that  the  re- 
ceipts iato  the  Treasury  will  equal  the  estimate  by 
that  department.  In  that  report  we  are  informed 
that  the  estimated  balance  against  the  Treasury 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1822,  will  be  85,158,483. 
But  if  from  this  sum  there  be  deducted  ^500,000 
of  the  sum  heretofore  appropriated  for  the  gradual 
increase  of  the  Navy,  which  sum  will  not  be  wanted 
during  the  year  1821,  the  actual  balance  against 
the  Treasury  on  that  day  will  be  S-ljtioS  483. 
With  respect  to  this  there  can  be  no  doubt ;  the 
report  distinctly  so  states.  But  it  will  not  be  for- 
gotten that  this  balance  will  depend  entirely  upon 
the  actual  receipts  into  the  Treasury  during  the 
present  year,  and  must,  of  necessity,  fluctuate  with 
those  receipts. 
The  official  report  from  the  Treasury  estimates 

the  receipts  into  the  Treasury  for  the  year  1821, 

at         ----..    $16,550,000 

This  sum  is  estimated  to  accrue  from 
customs Si  4,000,000 

Public  lands,  exclusive  of  Mississippi 
stock   - 1,600,000 

Arrears  of  internal  duties  and  direct 
tax,  and  incidental  receipts  -        -  100,000 

Third  instalment  from  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States        -        -        -  500,000 

And  from  bank  dividends,  which 
may  accrue  during  the  year,  esti- 
mated at  five  per  cent.         -        -  350,000 

Making  the  aggregate  of     -    $16,500,000 

Now,  sir,  it  is  obvious,  that,  if  the  receipts  shall 
fall  short  of  this  estimate,  the  estimated  balance 
against  the  Treasury  will  be  proportionably  in- 
creased.   Although  that  diminution  may  not  be 
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felt  to  its  full  extent  in  the  current  year,  yet  it  will  |  feated  by  the  vigilance  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
materially  aflect  the  revenue  which  may  become  !  ment ;  but  it  is  most  evident  that  the  revenue 
available  in  the  two  first  quartersof  the  year  1822. ;  which  wUl  accrue  during  the  present  year,  from 
Hence  the  importance  of  inquiring  what  amount  French  commerce,  must  be  very  inconsiderable, 
of  revenue  may  be  expected  to  arise  from  customs  i  With  Great  Britain  and  the  contmental  naUons 
during  the  present  year  ?  For  the  sake  of  brevity, !  of  the  north  of  Europe  our  trade  is  still  own,  and 
I  confine  this  inquiry  to  a  single  year.  The  sub- ;  placed  upon  a  fair  and  reciprocal  basis.  But  it  is 
iect  is  liable  to  so  many  contingencies,  that  no  one  much  circumscribed  by  the  present  condition  (A 
will  hazard  a  precise  calculation  upon  it.    But  ■  those  Powers.    At  peace  with  each  other,  and 
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from  the  reflection  which  I  have  been  able  to  be- 
stow on  this  subject,  I  have  formed  the  conclusion 
that  the  official  estimate  is  much  loo  high. 

What,  sir,  is  the  situation  of  your  commerce, 
from  which  this  part  of  your  revenue  is  to  accrue  ? 
The  prospect  is  appalling,  but  you  must  look  at  it. 
With  the  West  India  islands,  that  trade  which  in 
former  times  was  so  lucrative  to  the  merchants 
engaged  in  it,  and  contributed  so  largely  to  the 
revenue,  is  very  greatly  diminished.  The  reduced 
price  of  the  produce  of  this  country  in   those 


with  us,  it  is  evidently  not  only  the  interest  but 
the  determination  of  those  Powers  to  resuscitate 
their  own  commerce,  and  to  direct  it  in  the  natti- 
ral  channel,  in  which  it  flowed  previous  to  its  di- 
version to  our  shores,  which  commenced  in  1790, 
and  continued  with  partial  interruptions  to  1812. 
During  that  period  we  enjoyed  the  carrying  trade, 
so  immensely  profitable  to  us,  and  under  the  influ- 
ence of  which  this  country  increased  in  wealth 
and  population,  with  a  rapidity  unprecedented. 
But  the  causes  which  made  us  the  carriers  of  Eu- 
rope have  ceased,  and  with  them  has  ceased  this 


islands,  and  the  high  duties  on  the  return  cargo, 

combined  with  the  existing  regulations,  or  rather  I  source  of  profit 

restrictions,  of  a  portion  of  that  trade,  forbid  the  I      But  it  has  been  said  that,  notwithstanding  we 
hope  that  the  revenue  arising  frorn  this  source  du- 1  have  los^t  ^hecarry-ing  trade^ we  shall  contmuej^o 


ring  the  current  year,  will  equal  that  of  former 
years  of  peace. 

The  importations  from  the  East  Indies,  it  is  be- 
lieved, will  decline.  Already  the  coarse  cottons 
of  India,  which  have  contributed  largely  to  the 
revenue  in  former  limes,  have  given  place  to  the 
manufactures  of  our  own  country,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  our  existing  tariff";  and  it  may  be  reason- 
ably apprehended  that  our  trade  to  that  quarter  of 
the  world  will  be  still  further  diminished  by  causes 
which  I  will  not  detain  the  House  to  detail. 

If  we  turn  our  attention  to  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  we  shall  discern  nothing  to  justify  the 
opinion  that  our  commerce  has  there  experienced 
its  greatest  depression.  With  France,  our  trade 
is  suspended,  I  had  almost  said  annihilated,  by  the 
countervailing  system  to  which  each  nation  has 
deemed  it  proper  to  resort.  The  tonnage  duty 
surcharged   upon  American   vessel 


s   arriving  m 
French°ports,'by  the  ordinance  of  July  last,  has 

instantly  effected  that  which  the  commercial  regu- ,  i     .  u 

lations  of  France  have  for  years  tended  gradually  |  to  which  our  extravagance,  as  a  people,  has  sub- 
tire  exclusion  of  American  ves-   jected  us,  result  in  the  successful  cultivation  ot 


import  for  our  own  consumption  the  manufac- 
tures and  produce  of  other  countries,  and  thus  the 
revenue  will  be  sustained.  Sir,  be  not  deceived. 
This  expectation  will  not  be  realized.  This  coun- 
try will  not  import  foreign  goods  to  an  extent 
equal  to  former  years.  Our  exports  will  not  ena- 
ble us  to  do  it.  The  value  of  our  exports  having 
been  diminished  by  the  production  of  the  same 
articles  in  other  countries,  it  seems  to  me  a  neces- 
sary, an  inevitable  consequence,  that  our  imports 
will  be  equally  diminished.  That  our  imports 
will  be  restrained  by  our  exports  is  clear,  unless 
the  people  of  this  country  shall  become  so  infatu- 
ated as  to  consent  to  contract  a  debt  to  foreign  na- 
tions for  articles  which  may  be  produced  by  their 
own  industry.  While  the  enormous  debt  which 
was  contracted  by  the  excessive  importations  of 
former  years  is  still  unpaid  and  producing  wide- 
spread embarrassment,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  even 
common  prudence  will  restrain  us  from  enlarging 
that  debt.     Should  the  individual  embarrassments, 


to  produce,  the  en 
sels  from  French  ports. 

The  discriminating  duty  imposed  by  the  act  of 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  on   French  vessels 


our  own  resources,  our  condition  may  be  amelio- 
rated. But,  to  continue  our  imports  by  contract- 
ing new  debts  abroad,  or  at  our  own  banks,  would 


arriving  in  the  ports  of  the  United  Slates,  equal  to  ,  be  madness.  And,  sir,  I  must  confess  I  am  not 
the  charges  then  collected  from  American  vessels  !  much  dissatisfied  to  find  that  we  have  not  the 
in  f  rench  ports,  with  the  declared  intention  to  !  firmness  to  resist  the  progress  of  extravagance  in 
procure  that  just  reciprocity  in  the  commercial  j  this  country.  The  time  is  not  far  distant  wben 
regulations  of  the  two  countries,  which  the  Uni-  I  stern  necessity  wUl  bring  us  back  to  thesimphcity 
ted  States  offer  to  all  nations,  and  desire  to  make  j  of  former  days,  and  compel  us  to  rely  upon  our 
the  basis  of  their  commercial  intercourse,  has  di-    own  energies 


verted  French  ships  from  our  ports.  We  have 
been  officially  informed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  that  already  several  French  vessels  are 
hovering  upon  our  Southern  border,  with  large 
cargoes,  for  no  other  conceivable  purpose  but  to 
smuggle  those  cargoes  into  the  United  States. 
We  nave  it  from  tne  same  authority,  that  more 
are  expected  shortly  to  arrive  in  the  same  quarter. 
The  design  is  apparent.    It  will  probably  be  de- 


But,  sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, (Mr.  Sergeant,)  who  sits  near  me,  and 
with  whom  I  usually  take  pleasure  in  acting,  has 
told  us  that  the  two  last  have  been  "  bad  years," 
and  that  "  we  may  hope  for  better  times."  But 
that  gentleman  has  failed  to  show  us  any  ground 
to  justify  this  hope.  He  tells  us  that  commerce  is 
indeed  depressed  ;  that  it  languishes ;  that  our  ex- 
ports are  diminished  ;  but  that  we  may  expect  a 
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"  reaction."  Trust  not,  sir,  to  a  reaction.  Under 
giyen  circumstances,  it  is  true,  action  and  reaction 
are  equal ;  but  let  it  be  remembered  that  where 
there  is  no  resistance  there  will  be  no  reaction. 
Your  commerce  has  gradually  declined  since  the 
general  peace  in  Europe;  and  what  is  there,  I 
ask.  to  prevent  its  further  depression  ?  Will  "  re- 
action" give  you  the  carrying  trade,  which  has 
afforded  a  clear  profit  of  30,000,000  annually? 
Will  it  bring  your  productions  into  competition 
with  those  of  the  same  character  in  the  countries 
where  they  are  raised  with  less  expense  ?  Will  it 
prevent  the  efforts  of  foreign  nations  to  supply 
their  own  wants  from  their  own  resources  ? 

I  come  then  to  the  conclusion  that  the  revenue 
which  will  accrue  from  the  customs,  during  the 
year  1821,  will  not  equal  the  estimate  of  the  Trea- 
sury. And,  sir,  in  my  judgment  there  is  no  good 
reason  to  expect  that  it  will  exceed  ^13,000,000. 

Besides  we  have  been  informed  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  that  of  the  bonds  outstanding,  on 
the  30th  of  September,  1820,  §3,130,000are  in  suit; 
of  which  about  $1,250,000,  will  not  be  collected  on 
account  of  the  insolvency  of  the  debtors.  Now 
what  guarantee  have  we,  that  from  the  same  cause 
an  equal  amount  will  not  be  lost  during  the  cur- 
rent year  ?  Is  it  not  now  as  difl5cult  for  the  col- 
lectors of  the  customs  to  ascertain  the  solvency  of 
those  who  may  be  entitled  to  a  credit  for  duties,  as 
it  was  during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember last  f  If  then  the  losses  "  on  account  of 
the  insolvency  of  the  debtors,"  during  the  current 
year,  be  estimated  at  only  one-half  of  that  of  the 
last  year,  a  further  deduction  of  $625,000,  must 
be  made  from  this  portion  of  our  revenue;  giving 
an  unavailable  amount  of  $12,375,000. 

The  revenue  which  is  estimated  to  arise  from 
the  "  public  land  exclusive  of  Mississippi  stock," 
which,  in  the  report  heretofore  referred  to,  is  stated 
at  $1,600,000  next  presents  itself  for  our  conside- 
ration. This  sum  it  is  expected  will  be  received 
from  persons  who  are  now  indebted  for  lands  here- 
tofore purchased ;  and  from  the  sales  to  be  made 
under  the  law  of  Congress  passed  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, providing  "  that  credit  shall  not  be  allowed, 
for  the  purchase  money  on  the  sale  of  any  of  the 

riublic  lands."  On  this  subject  my  information  is 
imited,  not  being  particularly  acquainted  with 
that  section  of  the  Union  from  which  this  portion 
of  the  revenue  is  to  be  drawn ;  but  certain  facts 
have  been  communicated  to  this  House  which 
seem  to  justify  the  conclusion  that  the  available 
amount  of  receipts  from  this  source  will  fall  con- 
siderably below  that  at  which  they  have  been  esti- 
mated. Although  the  amount  due  for  the  public 
land  is  enormous,  exceeding  §20,000,000,  yet  the 
debtors  tell  you  they  cannot  pay  it.  Your  table 
has  been  loaded  with  memorials,  not  only  from 
individuals,  but  from  the  Legislatures  of  several 
States,  praying  that  further  time  may  be  allowed 
for  the  payment  of  the  loan.  If,  sir,  the  people  of 
the  West  cannot  pay  the  debt  already  contracted 
for  the  public  lands,  can  it  be  supposed  that  any 
considerable  quantity  will  be  sold  for  cash  ?  Un- 
less some  measures  shall  be  adopted  to  relieve  those 
who  are  indebted  for  public  lands,  there  is,  in  my 


apprehension,  no  good  reason  to  believe  that  the 
receipts  into  the  Treasury  from  this  source  during 
the  year  1821,  will  exceed  $1,000,000. 

If  then  it  be  admitted  that  "the  bank  dividends 
which  may  accrue  during  the  year"  will  amount 
to  the  sum  of  $350,000,  which  is  by  no  means  cer- 
tain, it  may  be  estimated  that  the  revenue  accru- 
ing in  the  year  1821  will  not  exceed  $14,325,000. 
If  this  calculation  be  correct,  and  no  diminution 
of  the  public  expenditures  take  place,  the  balance 
against  the  Treasury,  on  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1822,  will  exceed  that  which  has  been  estimated 
at  the  Treasury,  and  will  probably  not  be  much 
less  than  $7,000,000. 

Now,  sir,  I  readily  admit  that  this  calculation 
depends  upon  contingent  events,  the  effect  of  which 
it  is  impossible  to  determine,  and  which  may  occa- 
sion a  very  great  fluctuation  in  our  receipts.  But 
we  are  made  officially  certain,  by  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  provision  must 
"  be  made  for  raising  the  sum  of  $7,000,000,  in  aid 
of  the  funds  which  it  is  estimated  will  be  received 
into  the  Treasury  during  the  year  1821." 

With  this  appalling  financial  prospect  before  us, 
I  anxiously  ask,  what  is  to  be  done?  And  I  trust 
the  people  of  this  country  will,  with  not  less  anx- 
iety, respond  the  inquiry. 

Sir,  you  must  either  boldly  meet  the  crisis  and 
supply  this  deficiency,  which,  for  aught  I  can  see, 
must  be  as  great  in  future  years,  by  resorting  to  a 
permanent  system  of  internal  and  direct  taxation, 
or  to  perpetual  loans ;  or,  by  a  judicious  and 
thorough  retrenchment,  you  must  bring  your  ex- 
penditures within  your  income. 

Will  you,  I  ask,  impose  a  land  tax,  in  time  of 
profound  peace  ? 

Should  you,  the  people  cannot  pay  it.  The  pro- 
duce of  the  farmer  is  depressed  to  a  price  unex- 
ampled since  the  formation  of  this  Government. 
The  distress  of  the  country  is  universal.  If  I  have 
been  correctly  informed — and  I  have  my  informa- 
tion from  sources  entitled  to  the  highest  credit — 
there  are  farmers  in  this  country,  who  have  here- 
tofore lived  in  affluence,  that  cannot  command  ten 
dollars  in  cash,  while  many  of  them  are  deeply  in 
debt,  and  are  compelled  to  witness  the  sacrifice  of 
the  earnings  of  "better  times,"  to  satisfy  debts 
which  they  have  contracted  at  the  banks  in  those 
times.  Tiiis,  I  admit,  is  an  unpleasant  picture, 
but  it  is  no  fiction.     I  wish  it  were. 

But,  sir,  you  will  not  impose  internal  taxes. 
The  voice  of  the  nation  is  opposed  to  this  course, 
and  you  must  and  will  listen  to  it. 

Will  you,  then,  resort  to  loans !  Sir,  I  hope  the 
long  exploded  doctrine,  that  "  a  national  debt  is  a 
national  blessing,"  is  not  now  to  be  revived.  I, 
for  one,  cannot  consent  to  transmit  that  inheritance 
which  was  achieved  by  the  wisdom  and  valor  of 
our  predecessors  to  posterity  encumbered  with  the 
expense  of  our  improvidence.  I  have  hoped  to 
see  the  day  when  this  nation  shall,  by  a  steady 
and  persevering  course  of  economy,  and  a  rigid 
application  of  its  means  to  useful  ends,  present  the 
solitary  and  cheering  spectacle  of  a  nation  free  of 
debt.  Although  the  public  debt  is  now  $20,000,000 
more  than  it  was  when  the  operations  of  this  Gov- 


ernment commenced,  I  will  not  yet  relinquish  this 
hope. 

But,  should  Congress  now  resort  to  loans  in  pre- 
ference to  relieving  the  Treasury  by  a  general  re- 
trenchment of  our  expenditures,  I  should  indeed 
despair. 

It  is  said  that  a  loan  may  be  taken  on  terms 
favorable  to  the  Grovernment.  I  admit  it.  There 
is  no  difi^culty  in  procuring  the  money.  You 
need  but  authorize  a  loan,  and  foreign  capital  will 
fill  it.  The  rate  of  interest  which  is  here  given 
will  draw  capital  from  abroad.  But,  be  it  remem- 
bered, that,  by  the  use  of  a  foreign  capital,  the  na- 
tion becomes  in  a  measure  tributary  to  foreigners. 
The  principal  must  ultimately  be  refunded,  and 
the  interest  paid  quarterly.  Already,  sir.  as  we 
have  been  told  by  an  official  report  from  the  Trea- 
sury, above  $25,000,000  of  our  national  debt  is  due 
to  foreigners,  the  annual  interest  of  which,  at  six 
per  cent.,  is  one  million  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. Shall  we,  sir,  increase  this  monstrous  tribute 
by  additional  loans  ?  If  you  value  your  indepen- 
dence, your  liberty  ;  nay,  your  existence  as  a  na- 
tion, I  warn  you  to  abstain.  Profit  by  the  exam- 
ples of  other  nahons  who  are  sinking  under  the 
weight  of  their  augmented  debts.  Practise  upon 
the  maxim,  that  money  is  power ;  pay  your  na- 
tional debt ;  and  with  a  full  Treasury,  you  will  be 
prepared  for  any  emergency. 

There  is  then,  sir,  but  one  course  left,  and  that 
is,  to  adopt  a  judicious  and  prudent,  but  thorough 
system  of  retrenchment.  This  nation  must  pur- 
sue that  course  which  every  wise  and  considerate 
man,  who  had  maintained  a  splendid  establish- 
ment, would  adopt  on  finding  his  income  dimin- 
ished, to  which  many  individuals  in  this  nation 
have  already  given  their  practical  sanction ;  it 
must  reduce  those  establishments  which  are  not 
absolutely  necessary.  Sir,  would  a  wise  and  pru- 
dent individual,  who  had  been  accustomed  to  a 
coach  and  four,  on  finding  his  income  inadequate 
to  his  expenditures,  borrow  money  to  meet  those 
expenditures  ?  No,  sir,  he  would  take  off  a  pair, 
and  then  another,  and  dispose  of  his  coach,  and 
take  a  gig,  and  even  travel  on  horseback,  if  neces- 
sary, in  order  to  conform  his  establishment  to  his 
income.  He  would  put  an  end  to  every  expendi- 
ture which  should  not  be  indispensably  necessary, 
notwithstanding  it  might  contribute  to  his  conve- 
nience. Splendor  would  be  laid  aside,  and  plain 
simplicity  take  its  place.  The  legitimate  and  ne- 
cessary effect  of  a  contrary  course  would  be  indi- 
vidual ruin.  And  can  a  nation,  pursuing  that 
course  which  would  ruin  an  individual,  expect  to 
escape  national  destruction? 

In  my  judgment  nothing  but  a  thorough  and 
persevering  system  of  economy  and  retrenchment 
will  preserve  the  useful  institutions  of  this  nation. 
Unless  some  of  our  superfluous  establishments  be 
curtailed,  and  the  Treasury  thereby  relieved,  there 
is  great  danger  that  we  may  be  ultimately  com- 
pelled to  prostrate  those  whicn  are  of  vital  impor- 
tance, and  that  here  a  "reaction"  will  produce  an 
unfortunate  effect.  But  it  has  been  asked,  where 
will  you  begin  this  work  of  retrenchment?  By 
the  bill  on  your  table  our  attention  is  directly 


drawn  to  the  Army.  This  bill  proposes  to  reduce 
your  Army  from  ten  to  six  thousand  men,  retain- 
ing the  number  of  officers  requisite  to  command 
that  force.  And  can  gentlemen  point  me  to  a 
more  fit  object  of  retrenchment  in  time  of  peace? 
It  has  indeed  been  urged,  that  this  force  will  not 
be  adequate  to  meet  the  emergency  of  an  unex- 
pected war.  This  I  will  not  deny,  if  we  are  to 
rely  solely  upon  an  army  to  repel  invasion ;  nor 
would  50,000  men  be  adequate  to  that  object,  un- 
aided by  any  other  force.  But  I  do  deny  that  it  is, 
or  ever  has  been,  the  policy  of  this  nation  to  main- 
tain a  large  standing  army  in  time  of  peace. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  gives  to 
Congress  the  power  "  to  provide  for  organizing,^ 
arming,  and  disciplining  the  militia."  For  what 
purpose?  "  To  repel  invasions."  Sir,  the  militia 
are  the  Constitutional  defence  of  this  country  in 
time  of  peace,  and  in  the  onset  of  war,  until  rega- 
lars  can  be  raised.  In  the  language  of  the  first 
President  of  the  United  States,  they  are  "  the 
army  of  the  Constitution."  The  framers  of  that 
instrument,  deeply  impressed  as  they  were  with  a 
sense  of  the  manifold  evils  arising  from  a  lar^ 
standing  army,  manifestly  intended  that  the  militia 
should  be  looked  to  as  the  legitimate  and  princi- 
pal defence  of  this  nation  upon  the  land. 

This  great  principle  of  our  Government,  as  to 
national  defence,  has  received  the  repeated  sanc- 
tion of  Washington.  In  his  speech  delivered  to 
Congress  at  the  opening  of  the  session  in  Decem- 
ber, 1793,  after  adverting  to  the  necessity  of  pro- 
curing supplies  of  arms  and  military  stores,  leav- 
ing nothing  to  the  uncertainty  of  procuring  a 
warlike  apparatus  in  the  moment  of  public  dan- 
ger, he  says,  with  a  force  peculiar  to  himself, 
"  Nor  can  such  arrangements,  with  such  objects, 
'  be  exposed  to  the  censure  or  jealousy  of  the 
'  warmest  friends  of  republican  government. — 
'  They  are  incapable  of  aouse  in  the  hands  of  the 
'  militia,  who  ought  to  possess  a  pride  in  being  the 
'  depository  of  the  force  of  the  Republic,  and  may 
'  be  trained  to  a  degree  of  energy  equal  to  every 
'  military  exigency  of  the  United  States."  This, 
let  it  be  remembered,  is  the  language  of  the  foun- 
der of  American  liberty  and  independence.  Sir, 
when  I  have  such  authority  for  my  opinions,  I 
pronounce  them,  fearless  of  contradiction.  I  rest 
upon  a  ba.sis  which  is  not  easily  shaken. 

Shall  I  hereafter  be  told  that  the  militia  are  not 
to  be  relied  upon  to  defend  the  country  ?  Sir,  who 
are  the  militia  against  whom  so  much  has  been 
said,  and  who  have  been  pronounced  so  ineffi- 
cient? They  are  the  freemen  of  this  country 
with  arms  in  their  hands;  they  are  a  band  of  citi- 
zen soldiers,  800,000  strong.  And  will  not  they 
defend  the  country  which  contains  all  they  hold 
dear?  Will  they  "refuse"  to  defend  their  firesides, 
their  wives,  their  children,  and  the  Government  of 
their  choice  ?  Sir,  they  will  present  a  front  of 
steel  to  an  invading  foe ;  a  protection,  in  my  judg- 
ment, much  to  be  preferred  to  the  "  iron  front"  of 
a  standing  army,  so  highly  appreciated  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virgmia,  (Mr.  A. 
Smyth.) 

This  country  will  probably  be  attacked  by  a 
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foreign  Power,  on  its  maritime  frontier,  and  on  the  ! 
Lake»  which  divide  the  United  States  from  the 
British  po8ses!>ions  bordering  on  those  Lakes. 
Will  it  be  pretended  that  an  Array  such  as  that 
which  we  now  have  15,  or  that  one  vastly  larger 
will  be,  adequate  to  tlTe  defence  of  our  immensely 
extended  frontier  ? 

Sir,  the  natural,  the  cheapest,  and  the  most 
effectual  defence  of  the  maritime  frontier  of  this 
countrr,  as  well  that  bordering  upon  the  Atlan- 
tic ocean,  as  the  Lakes,  is  the  Navy.  Experience 
has  fully  demonstrated  the  truth  of  this  proposi- 
tion. With  a  few  ships-of-the-line,  and  a  proper 
proportion  of  frigates,  moving,  as  they  can  so 
easily  do,  as  the  position  of  an  invading  enemy 
may  be  changed,  and  combining  the  aid  of  the 
militia  of  that  portion  of  the  country  immedi- 
ately threatened  with  an  invasion,  an  attack  may, 
at  all  times,  be  successfully  repelled.  The  char- 
acter acquired  by  the  Navy  of  this  country,  during 
the  late  war,  is  a  safe  pledge  of  what  may  be  ex- 
pected from  it  on  any  future  emergency.  The 
results  of  the  battles  of  Erie  and  Champlain  de- 
cisively determine  its  utility  on  those  inland  seas. 
With  a  knowledge  of  these  results,  no  one,  it  is 
presumed,  will  doubt  the  expediency  of  employing 
this  species  of  force  for  the  protection  of  that 
frontier.  Let,  then,  the  wealth  of  the  nation  be 
directed  to  the  augmentation  of  its  naval  force  to 
an  extent  which  will  afford  that  protection  which 
is,  or  ought  to  be,  the  object  of  all  military  prep- 
arations. 

I  admit  that  a  limited  military  force  upon  the 
land  may  be  usefully  employed,  in  time  ot  peace, 
in  overawing  the  Indian  tribes  upon  our  inland 
frontier,  in  the  performance  of  garrison  duty,  and 
in  protecting  and  taking  care  of  the  public  stores 
and  arms  ;  but  for  all  these  purposes,  in  my  appre- 
hension, the  force  to  be  retained  by  the  present  bill 
is  entirely  incompetent.  It  will  constitute  the 
nucleus  of  an  army,  to  which  at  any  time,  a  force 
may  be  added,  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  war. 

But,  sir,  the  present  situation  of  the  world,  and  ! 
of  our  foreign  relations,  does  not  justify  the  expec- 
tation that  we  shall  be  involved  in  war  for  a  long 
period  to  come.  The  nations  of  Europe  are  re- 
posing in  the  arms  of  peace,  and  although  certain 
movements  are  there  taking  place,  of  deep  import 
to  themselves,  yet  there  is  no  reason  to  apprehend 
that  this  nation  will  be  materially  affected  by 
them. 

If  we  may  place  reliance  upon  the  accounts  from 
Spain,  the  long  ](^rotracted  diplomatic  war,  in 
which  we  have  been  engaged  with  the  Spanish 
Government,  has  been  amicably  and  satisfactorily 
terminated.  There  is  no  danger  that  it  will  be 
followed  by  a  war  of  bayonets. 

From  France  we  have  nothing  to  apprehend. 
With  that  Power  we  are  not  likely  to  come  in  col- 
lision. The  commercial  dispute  which  has  unhap- 
pily arisen  between  the  two  countries,  in  conse- 
quence of  what  may  be  deemed  their  municipal 
regulations,  has,  it  is  true,  occasioned  a  suspension 
of  a  direct  commercial  intercourse,  to  the  mutual  , 
injury  of  both  ;  but  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  I 
that  this  matter  is  susceptible  of  such  friendly  ex-  I 


planations  a.i  will  restore  the  good  understanding 
which  has  heretofore  existed  between  the  two 
countries. 

But  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia 
(Mr.  Cuthbert)  admonished  the  House  that  Rus- 
sia might  assail  us,  she  having  evinced  a  disposi- 
tion to  occupy  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river, 
and  that  we  may  find  it  necessary  to  resist  such 
an  unwarrantable  encroachment  upon  our  territo- 
ry by  an  armed  force.  Sir,  the  gentleman  may 
disniiss  his  fears.  Russia  has  in  view  objects  of 
greater  magnitude.  Her  attention  is  directed  to 
another  quarter.  The  occupation  of  the  unsettled 
territory  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river  comes 
not  within  the  scope  of  her  policy.  She  looks 
with  a  far  more  longing  eye  to  the  Dardanelles. 
Besides,  Russia  has  unilormly  manifested  the  most 
friendly  disposition  towards  the  United  States,  and 
it  is  evidently  for  the  mutual  interest  of  the  two 
countries  to  cultivate  that  good  understanding 
which  has  so  long  subsisted  between  them. 

With  England  your  relations  appear  to  be  per- 
manently peaceful.  England  will  cautiously  avoid 
a  war  with  the  United  States.  She  has  too  re- 
cently and  too  severely  felt  the  effects  of  such  a 
war.  You  have  taught  her  a  lesson  which  she 
will  not  soon  forget.  The  lapse  of  half  a  century 
will  not  obliterate  from  her  recollection  the  de- 
monstrations of  your  force,  which  she  was  made 
to  feel  during  your  late  contest,  so  eventful  in  its 
progress,  and  in  its  termination  so  honorable  to 
this  nation.  She  may  indulge  a  jealousy  of  the 
rising  power  of  this  nation,  but,  profiting  by  expe- 
rience, she  will  not  strengthen  that  power  by  call- 
ing it  into  action. 

If,  then,  sir,  no  speck  of  war  be  discernible  in  all 
your  political  horizon,  will  gentlemen  contend  that 
the  safety  of  the  country  demands  a  standing  army 
of  ten  thousand  men  ?  If  such  an  army  be  now 
necessary,  will  the  time,  can  it,  ever  arrive  when 
it  will  be  less  so  ?  Should  Congress  now  decide  to 
reject  the  bill  under  consideration  and  to  retain 
the  army  as  at  present  organized,  it  may  be  con- 
sidered as  finally  settled  that  this  country  will 
maintain  a  standing  army  of  ten  thousand  men  as 
a  permameni  peace  establishment. 

Sir,  it  is  my  fixed  opinion  that  the  ordinary 
revenue  of  the  United  States  will  not  enable  them 
to  maintain  such  an  army,  with  their  other  estab- 
lishments ;  that  the  safety  of  the  country  does  not 
demand  it  and  that  the  proposed  reduction  of  the 
army  is  consistent  with  sound  policy. 

Sir,  I  will  detain  the  House  a  single  moment  to 
notice  an  observation  which  has  been  reiterated 
here,  and  perhaps  elewhere,  that  those  who  support 
the  bill  under  consideration,  are  opposing  ^'the 
whole  course  and  spirit  of  the  present  Administra- 
tion." Sir,  this  assertion,  so  far  as  it  repects  me, 
IS  unwarrantable.  The  Administration  possesses 
my  confidence  and  that  of  the  State  which  I  have 
the  honor  in  part  to  represent.  On  this  point  the 
late  election  speaks  a  language  which  cannot  lie 
misunderstood,  and  to  the  force  of  which  I  can- 
not add. 

It  has,  too,  been  often  repeated,  and  I  deem  it 
my  duty  to  reply  to  the  remark,  that  the  bill  before 
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the  House  is  in  hostility  to  the  recommendation  of   greatest  difficulty,  and  most  rigid  economy,  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  War,  and  that  !  they  can  support  themselves  and   families  with 

'■  their  present  salaries.     As  to  the  pension  list,  grati- 

tude and  justice  forbid  that  we  should  take  from 
the  old  soldier  his  miserable  pittance.  As  to  the 
Navy,  the  pride  of  our  country,  and  which  has 
heaped  upon  us  imperishable  fame,  touch  but  a 


its  adoption  may  be  considered  disrespectful  to 
that  valuable  officer.  Sir,  I  repel  the  charge,  and 
I  improve  this  occasion  to  say,  that  I  entertain 
the  highest  respect  for  the  distinguished  gentleman 
who  presides  over   the  War  Department.     The 


eneriry  and  rigid  economy  of  the  system  which  he  plank  and  we  shall  become  the  prey  of  some  for- 
has  introduced  into  that  Department  has  greatly  eign  Power;  and,  sir,  to  continue  the  catalogue, 
diminished  the  expense  of  supporting  the  army,  when  we  come  to  the  Army,  and  are  about  to  dis- 
The  able  manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  the  miss  so  much  of  it  as  we  can  do  without,  we  are 
arduous  and  responsible  duties  of  his  station,  enti-  accused  of  prostrating  essential  establishments, 
tie  him  to  the  confidence  of  this  nation.  and  are  told  that,  when  we  get  to  war,  some  fif- 
But  great  as  is  my  respect  for  that  gentleman,  I  teen  or  twenty  years  hence,  perhaps  with  the 
will  not  consent  to  make  eVen  his  opinions  the  inhabitants  of  the  moon,  that  we  cannot  again  ex- 
rule  of  my  own  conduct.  I  act  here  upon  my  own  pect  to  obtain  the  services  of  these  men.  So  that, 
responsibility,  and  shall  be  directed  by  the  dictates  after  going  the  rounds,  we  find  ourselves  precisely 
of  my  own  judgment.  Being  convinced  that  the  where  we  started;  and  we  shall  not  even  have  it 
passage  of  the  bill  now  before  the  House  will  ad-  in  our  power  "- 
vance  the  best  interests  of  the  nation,  I  shall  give  constituents. 


,  on  returning  home,  to  say  to  our 
as  was  pleasantly  remarked  by  an 


to  it  my  cordial  support 

When  Mr.  T.  had  concluded—  ] 

Mr.  BuRTorc,  of  North  Carolina,  spoke  as  fol- 
lows : 

Mr.  Chairman:  In  rising  to  address  you,  I  dis-  ; 
claim  all   intention  to  throw  censure  upon  any 
person  connected  with  the  Executive  branch  of , 
the  Government ;  motives  of  that  kind  shall  never  , 
influence  my  conduct,  while  I  have  the  honor  to  ' 
occupy  a  seat  on  this  floor.     Indeed,  I  should  not 
trouble  the  House  at  all  upon  the  subject  but  for 
the  circumstance  that  I  belong  to  the  committee 
that  reported  this  bill.     This  committee  has  fre- 


honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay) 
at  the  last  session — ^we  have  saved  two  hundred 
dollars  of  the  public  money,  after  spending  thou- 
sands in  debate. 

The  rules  that  apply  to  the  conduct  of  an  indi- 
vidual, are  certainly,  m  some  measure,  applicable 
to  Governments;  and,  to  borrow  a  comparison 
used  by  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  (Mr. 
ToMLiNsorc,)  it  is  very  easy  for  a  man,  after  rid- 
ing on  horseback,  or  in  a  gig,  to  persuade  himself 
that  a  carriage  would  be  more  comfortable;  and. 
nt'Xt,  that  four  horses  would  make  it  run  much 
easier ;  immediately  the  two  foremost  horses  be- 


quently  been  called  upon  for  explanations;  and,    come  an  indispensable  part  of  the  establishment 


as  one  of  its  members,  I  feel  it  my  duty  briefly  to 
slate  some  of  the  reasons  that  influence  my  vote 
upon  the  question. 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  follow  the  gentleman  who 
have  preceded  me  in  this  debate,  through  ail  their 
various  statements  and  calculations,  particularly 
on  the  subject  of  the  Treasurer's  report.  I  am 
not  sufficiently  skilled  in  the  finances  of  the  coun- 
try to  throw  much  light  on  the  subject ;  for  even 


In  this  manner,  sir,  individuals  and  Grovemments 
go  on  adding  ad  infinitum  to  their  establishments, 
believing  that  every  part  is  essential.  Sir,  if  there 
is  any  thing  proven  by  history  it  is  this,  that  Gov- 
ernments, as  well  as  individuals,  may  commit 
errors;  and,  whenever  convinced  of  that  fact,  to 
retrace  their  steps  is,  to  my  mind,  the  highest  evi- 
dence of  wisdom  and  magnanimity — to  persist  in 
error,  from  the  fear  of  being  charged  with  vacil- 


those  gentlemen  who'have,  for  years,  turned  their  lating  in  their  conduct,  and  changeable  in  their 
attention  that  way,  are  far  from  agreeing  in  their  |  plans,  is  the  reverse. 

results.  It  is  enough  for  my  purpose  to  know  that  |  To  attempt  to  prove  that  standing  armies  are 
the  Treasury  is  empty ;  that  we  must  either  lay  I  dangerous  to  liberty,  in  time  of  peace,  would  be 
taxes,  borrow  money,  or  curtail  our  expenditures.  1  as  unnecessary  as  to  attempt  to  prove  that  the  sun 


As  to  the  first,  for  many  reasons,  which  it  is  not 
necessary  now  to  examine,  the  people  at  this  time 
are  not  in  a  situation  to  pay  taxes.  As  to  the  se- 
cond, it  is  believed,  by  many  judicious  persons, 
that  the  borrowing  of  money  is  only  postponing 
the  evil  which  in  the  end  will  come ;  and  that  it 
will  lay  the  foundation  of  a  large  public  debt 
which  may  ultimately  prove  extremely  oppressive 
to  the  citizens  of  this  country. 

The  third  alternative — retrenchment — appears 
to  meet  the  approbation  of  a  large  majority  of  this 
House ;  but,  sir,  when  we  come  to  point  out  the 
particular  items,  what  is  the  result  ?  If  you  at- 
tempt to  reduce  our  own  pay,  we  are  met  at  the 
threshold,  and  told  that  members  of  Congress  are 
worse  paid  than  any  other  persons  in  the  Govern- 
ment. If  you  look  to  the  heads  of  departments 
and  their  numerous  clerks,  why,  it  is  with  the 


has  done  shining;  but,  I  do  not  believe  that  any 
danger  is  to  be  apprehended  from  the  present  num- 
ber of  our  Army,  nor  even  were  it  much  larger 
than  it  is;  and  tbis  is  an  argument,  to  my  mind, 
in  favor  of  reducing  the  Army.  If  fifty  thousand 
men,  connected  with  the  community  by  all  the 
ties  of  relationship,  can  produce  no  impression 
upon  it,  is  it  not  fair  to  presume  that  these  people 
can  defend  themselves  against  any  foe  that  mieht 
be  sent  against  them  from  abroad?  Was  not  this 
fully  exemplified  in  our  Revolutionary  war?  Great 
Britain  sent  her  armies  here,  chose  her  own  points 
of  attack  ;  we  were  then  in  our  infancy,  and  yet, 
notwithstanding  all  these  advantages  on  her  side, 
we  established  our  independence.  Does  not  this 
show  that  it  is  the  moral  sense  of  the  people  on 
which  we  must  rely  for  defence?  and  that  any 
army,  larger  than  what  is  necessary  to  take  care 
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of  our  public  property  is  totally  useless,  unless 
employed  ia  foreign  conquest?  and  I  do  not  believe 
that  there  is  an  individual  in  this  House,  or  in  the 
nation,  that  would  vote  a  single  dollar  for  pur- 
poses of  that  kind.    Further  to  illustrate  my  idea, 
let  us  recur  to  the  history  of  France.     Republican 
France  was  able  to  withstand  the  Powers  of  Eu- 1 
rope,  because  the  people  were  defending  what  they  , 
believed  to  be  their  rights.     A  few  years  after,  1 
when  France  had  added  greatly  to  her  territory,  j 
and  her  military  fame  had  reached    its   highest  | 

point when  her  armies  were  commanded  by  as  [ 

able  <renerals  as  the  world  ever  produced — when  ' 
every  citizen  was  a  well  trained  soldier,  and  even  j 
her  arill  sergeants  were  capable  of  commanding 
armies — we  see  her  Emperor  dethroned  and  sent  j 
into  banishment,  and  another  individual,  who,  to  ; 
say  the  least,  did  not  meet  with  the  approbation  of 
the  nation,  seated  on  the  throne. 

Are  we  certain  that  it  is  the  true  policy  of  this 
Government  to  encourage  this  military  spirit  to 
any  great  extent  ?  Even  now,  we  find  that  it  is 
with  much  difficulty  that  we  restrain  our  citizens 
from  overrunning  the  territory  of  our  neighbors. 
Notwithstanding  that  we  have  express  laws,  prohib- 
iting our  citizens  from  taking  up  arms  against  any 
nation  with  whom  we  are  at  peace,  yet  we  have 
seen  Toledo,  Robinson,  and  others,  assemble  troops 
and  march  them  into  the  Spanish  provinces  ;  and 
at  this  very  time,  a  Greneral  Long,  with  his  ad- 
venturers, are  in  Texas,  in  despite  of  all  law. 

If,  sir,  we  turn  to  the  history  of  England,  we 
will  find,  that  the  standing  army  of  that  countrv 
had  but  a  small  beginning,  and  that  after  eacn 
successive  war,  some  speck  of  another  war  was 
discovered  in  the  horizon,  or  some  other  phantom 
of  the  brain  was  conjured  up,  by  which  a  consid- 
erable addition  was  made  to  the  Peace  Establish- 
ment ;  it  went  on,  like  a  ball  of  snow,  accumu- 
lating at  each  revolution,  until  at  length  it  has 
become  so  ponderous  as  now  literally  it  threatens 
to  crush  to  death  the  honest  yeomanry  of  the 
country. 

The  whelp  of  the  tigress  is  an  inoffensive  ani- 
mal ;  but,  as  it  grows  in  size  and  strength,  it  be- 
comes mischievous  and  dangerous.     Should  we 
keep  up  our  present  Army,  may  it  not,  a  few  years 
hence,  be  found  that  active  employment  is  the 
best  way  to  improve  in  the  military  science  ?  And, 
may  this  not  prove  a  temptation  to  foreign  con- 
quest?   To  use  a  plain  comparison,  would  any 
farmer  of  common  sense  ever  think,  of  giving  a 
considerable  part  of  his  income  to  a  set  of  idle 
fellows  to  watch  his  grounds,  lest,  peradventure, 
some  twenty  years  hence,  rogues  might  break  in 
and  plunder  his  property  ?    Surely  not.     Such  a 
man  would  meet  with  derision.     But,  we  are  told, 
we  must  keep  up  the  present  Army  to  preserve 
military  science,  for,  if  we  dismiss  those  now  in 
service,  they  will  not  again  return,  should  they  be 
wanted.     Sir,  for   the  same  reason,  we  should 
always  keep  in  their  places  all  civil  officers;  for 
I  believe  the  science  of  Government  is  as  import- 
ant and  as  difficult  to  learn  as  the  art  of  war. 
Yet,  we  see  when  one  civil  officer  is  turned  out, 
there  is  no  want  of  a  successor.     Even  for  a  seat 


in  this  House,  where  the  term  is  only  two  years, 
there  is  no  scarcity  of  candidates;  and,  in  the 
Senate,  I  have  never  heard  any  complaint  on  that 
score.  As  for  the  office  of  Chief  Magistrate, 
which  is  only  four  years,  I  believe  we  are  likely 
to  have  a  plentiful  crop  of  candidates  at  the  next 
election. 

So  far  as  my  observation  goes,  the  good  people 
of  this  country  are  at  no  loss  for  characters  to  fill 
any  appointment,  and,  should  we  be  so  unfor- 
tunate as  not  to  obtain  the  services  of  these  gen- 
tlemen when  required,  I  hope  there  will  be  no  dif- 
ficulty in  supplying  their  places.  Sir,  the  two  most 
distinguished  generals  in  the  late  war,  (Generals 
Brown  and  Jackson,^  were  not  educated  in  the 
standing  army.  A  letter,  written  some  years  ago, 
by  the  present  Chief  Magistrate,  was  published  in 
the  papers  a  few  days  ago.  This  letter  recom- 
mends fixing  the  Peace  Establishment  at  twenty 
thousand  men,  but  Congress  at  that  time  held  a 
different  opinion,  and  fixed  it  at  ten  thousand.  I 
think  that  too  large  for  our  present  finances.  To 
do  justice  to  the  writer  of  that  letter,  we  should 
advert  to  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was 
written — the  unsettled  state  of  Europe,  and  the 
probability  that  she  might  soon  again  be  involved 
in  war. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  took  my  seat  on  this  floor  with 
the  strongest  predilection  and  attachment  to  the 
Army.     I  had  not  the  pleasure  of  a  particular  ac- 

?[uaintance  with  many  of  the  officers,  but  for  the 
lew  that  were  known  to  me,  I  entertained  the 
highest  regard.  I  viewed  the  Army  as  a  band  of 
brave  and  patriotic  men,  devoted  to  the  service  of 
their  country ;  who,  in  the  hour  of  her  danger, 
had  overlooked  all  personal  considerations,  and 
manfully  came  forward  in  her  defence.  Under 
such  feelings  I  could  deny  the  soldier  nothing, 
and  I  hope,  from  the  vote  I  am  about  to  give,  that 
it  will  not  be  considered  that  I  have  lost  any  of 
my  respect  for  the  distinguished  individuals  that 
compose  our  Army.  But,  from  my  short  experi- 
ence in  this  House,  I  have  discovered  that  personal 
feelings  and  wishes  are  very  unsafe  guides  when 
legislating  for  the  nation.  It  is  a  maxim  as  old 
as  our  system  of  jurisprudence,  that  individual 
convenience  must  give  way  to  the  public  good  ; 
and,  however  much  I  may  regret  the  hard  fate  of 
those  who  may  lose  their  offices  by  this  bill,  yet 
no  feelings  of  this  kind  can  have  the  smallest  in- 
fluence on  my  mind  in  determining  this  question. 
I  believe  that  the  best  interest  of  the  country,  at 
this  time,  calls  for  a  reduction  of  the  Army,  and 
for  that  reason  alone  I  shall  vote  for  the  passage 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Brown  then  moved  to  amend  the  original 
third  section,  by  striking  out  that  portion  of  it 
which,  as  previously  amended,  reads  thus:  "one 
'  Brigadier  Greneral,  with  one  Aid-de  Camp,  one 
'  Inspector  General,  one  Assistant  Adjutant  Gen- 
*  eral,"  and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  "  three  Briga- 
'  dier  Generals,  with  one  Aid-de-Camp,one  Assist- 
'  ant  Adjutant  General,  and  one  Assistant  Inspec- 
'  tor  General ;"  which,  upon  the  request  of  Mr. 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  Mr.  Bbown  modified  to  read 
as  follows :   "  three  Brigadier   Generals,   one  of 
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(  whom  shall  reside  at  Washington,  and  perform 
'  the  duties  heretofore  confided  to  the  Adjutant 
'  and  Inspector  Greneral.  together  with  the  duties 
'  of  Inspector  Cieneral  ot  the  army,  with  one  Aid- 
'  de-Camp,  one  Assistant  Adjuunt  Greneral,  and 
*  one  Assistant  Inspector  General  to  each." 

Mr.  Brown  said  he  had  waited  to  this  late  pe- 
riod with  an  expectation  and  hope  that  some  other 
person  would  have  proposed  the  amendment  which 
he  should  ofl'er ;  none  having  done  so,  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  submit  it,  although  he  could  not  flatter 
himself  from  the  temper  of  the  House  that  it  would 
succeed.  He  said  tnat  an  honorable  gentleman, 
Mr.  Cocke,  of  Tennessee,  with  whom  he  had  acted 
on  the  principal  provision  of  thi$  bill,  had  suggested 
the  necessity  of  discipline  among  its  friends  ;  for 
one  he  should  protest  against  discipline  in  civil,  for 
the  same  reason  that  he  should  applaud  it  in  military 
service ;  by  doing  so,  the  object  sought  was  most 
likely  to  be  attained.  He  hoped  that  gentlemen 
■who  took  upon  themselves  the  labor  of  argument 
would  not  suppose  that  those  who  chose  to  be  si- 
lent, surrendered  the  right  to  reflect  and  decide 
upon  measures ;  and  that  they  were  ready  to  obey 
rales  of  discipline.  Should  such  an  impression 
prevail,  the  number  of  speakers  would  greatly  in- 
crease, and,  he  could  say,  much  to  the  detriment  of 
the  public  service. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  was  favorable  to  the  reduction 
of  the  army  to  the  number  proposed  by  the  bill,  of 
six  thousand,  because  he   believed   that   number 
sufficient  for  all  the  legitimate  duties  of  soldiers  in 
this  country,  in  a  time  of  such  profound  peace, 
and  not  because  he  believed  the  Government  un- 
able to  support  them.     He  would  not  use  an  argu- 
ment here,  predicated  upon  a  fact,  at  the  bare  sug- 
gestion of  which  an  American  in  passing  through 
Europe  would  feel  himself  highly  insulted  :  I  mean 
the  incapacity  of  the  American  nation  to  support 
such  establisnments  and  officers,  as  were  deemed 
necessary  for  their  prosperity  and  safety  ;  he  would 
not  permit  himself  to  be  driven  into  argument  to 
support  a  proposition  so  plain  as  was  the  negative 
of  this.     He  should   predicate  bis  legislation  on 
this  and  other  measures  o(  the  Grovernment,  on 
the  ample  capacity  of  his  country  to  support  all 
necessary  establishments  and  officers.     Mr.  B.  said 
that  he  thought  too  much  stress  hod  been  laid  on 
the  deranged  stale  of  our  finances ;  for  one  he 
thought  their  distressed  condition  should  induce 
the  Government  to  pursue  the  course  of  a  prudent 
individual ;  to  look  into  her  expenditures,  and  to 
curtail  wherever  it  was  not  incompatible  with  her 
safety  and  prosperity  ;  and  if  there  required  it,  he 
would  be  willing  to  increase  the  army  beyond  its 
present  size ;  he  feared  not  the  resources  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  B.  desired  that  gentlemen,  in  reply,  having 
maps  before  them  on  which  our  line  of  posts  and 
extent  of  frontier  were  exhibited,  would  point  out 
the  places  and  posts  at  which  a  greater  force  could 
be  beneficially  used,  and  not  confine  themselves  to 
the  proof  of  our  capacity  to  pay  them.  He  yielded 
them  that  ground.  He  said,  that,  although  friendly 
to  a  reduction  of  the  army  to  six  thousand  men, 
he  was  in  favor  of  a  liberal  and  efficient  organiza- 
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tion,  and  had  voted  for  many  of  the  amendments 
proposed.  From  a  belief  that  three  general  offi- 
cers, instead  of  one,  would  poduce  a  higher  state 
of  subordination  and  discipline,  a  surer  protectitm 
of  the  fortifications  and  public  property,  and  this 
number  being  also  indicated  by  the  geographical 
situation  of  the  United  States,  and  the  rank  and 
file  of  the  army,  he  would  beg  leave  to  offer  the 
proposed  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  then  rejected  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  Lowndes  then  took  the  floor  against  the 
bill  generally,  but  spoke  more  particularly  on  the 
considerations  growing  out  of  the  condition  of  the 
finances  of  the  country.  He  spoke  at  considera- 
ble length. 

Mr.  Barbocr  then  signified  a  wish  to  make 
some  remarks  on  this  bill,  but  would  not  press 
them  if  the  House  desired  to  take  the  question  this 
afternoon ;  when,  a  motion  to  adjourn  was  made; 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  January  22. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  repoited  a  bill  to  con- 
tinue in  force  an  act,  entitled  *'An  act  to  provide 
for  persons  who  were  disabled  by  known  wounds 
received  in  the  Revolutionary  war,"  and  for  other 
purposes ;  which  was  read  twice,  amended,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  giving  the  right  of 
pre-emption  in  the  purchase  of  lands  to  certain 
settlers  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
Willard  Hali^  containing  a  notification  of  his 
having  resigned  his  seat  in  this  House,  as  one  of 
the  Representatives  from  the  Slate  of  Delaware. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Grovernor  and  Council 
of  the  State  of  Maryland,  accompanied  with  two 
copies  of  the  Laws  oi  Maryland,  lately  compiled  by 
Chancellor  Kilty,  and  Messrs.  Harris  and  Wat- 
kins,  presented  oy  the  General  AssemUy  of  that 
State  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

TREASURY  REPORT. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ing report : 

TaXAtCKT  DXPABTUKJIT,  Jofi.  19.  1821. 
8iB  :  In  obedience  to  a  resulation  of  the  House  of 
Representativea,  of  the  fourth  instant,  instructing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report  to  the  HooM  **  a 
Btatement  of  the  money  in  the  Treasury  on  the  first 
of  January,  1821,  together  with  a  statement  of  the 
money  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  as  agent  for  the 
War  and  Navy  DepartraentB,  on  that  day,"  1  have 
the  honor  to  state,  that  there  wa«  in  the  Treasury  on 
that  day  the  aom  of  $1,076,261  18,  and  in  the  hands 
of  the  Treasurer,  aa  agent  for  the  War  and  Navy  De- 
partraenu,  the  sum  of  .$1,060,378  25,  \n:  For  the 
War  Department,  $161,373  29,  and  for  the  Navy  De- 
partment, $790,004  96. 
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Of  the  «im  of  $1,076,871  18,  in  the  Trewary  on 
the  fir«t  of  Jcnuary,  1831,  $600,000  were  paid  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  8ute«,  on  the  30th  of  December, 
1830,  but  which  were  payable  on  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary thereafter,  and  were  eatimated  in  the  receipta 
into  the  Treaaury  for  1821.  If  thU  aum  is  deducted, 
the  amount  in  the  Treasury  on  that  day  will  be 
$.'i76,371  18.  If  it  i«  considered  a  part  of  the  receipU 
of  1820,  the  estimated  receipta  for  1821  will  be  dimin- 
ished by  that  amount  With  this  eiplanalion,  it  will 
not  be  material  whether  it  ia  placed  to  the  credit  of 
the  one  or  the  other  year ;  the  general  result  of  the 
two  years  will  be  the  same. 

The  receipU  of  the  fourth  quarter,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  payments  made  at  Mobile  and  New  Orleans, 
in  the  two  last  weeks  of  December,  1820,  and  in  the 
whole  month  at  most  of  the  land  offices,  are  ascer* 
Uined  to  be  $4,045,585  99.  In  the  annual  report, 
the  receipts  of  the  fourth  quarter  were  estimated  at 
$3,430,000 ;  the  actual  receipts,  therefore,  exceed  those 
thst  were  estimated  by  $615,585  99,  and  by  $116,- 
685  99,  if  the  payment  made  by  the  bank  on  the  30th 
of  December  be  deducted  from  the  receipts  of  1820. 

If  the  sum  of  $615,585  99  be  added  to  the  sum  of 
$5,417,830  83,  which  waa  stated  in  my  letter  of  the 
Slat  of  December,  1820,  to  be  the  aggregate  means  for 
the  fourth  quarter  of  that  year,  the  amount  at  the  dis- 
position of  the  Treasury,  m  that  quarter,  will  be  aug- 
mented to  $6,033,416  83. 

It  ia  ascertained  that  the  payments  from  the  Treas- 
ury, during  that  quarter,  have  amounted  to  $4,957,- 
145  24,  which,  being  deducted  from  the  estimated 
means  of  that  quarter,  will  leaTe  in  the  Treasury,  as 
already  stated,  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1821,  the 
aum  of  $1,076,271  18.  But  if  the  $.500,000,  paid  by 
the  bank,  be  deducted  from  the  receipts  of  1820,  the 
balance  on  the  Ist  day  of  January,  1821,  will  be,  aa 
has  already  been  stated,  $576,271   18. 

The  demands  upon  the  Treasury  during  the  year 
1820,  in  order  to  complete  the  service  of  that  year  and 
to  effect  the  objecU  for  which  the  several  appropria- 
tiona  were  made,  and  which  are  not  included  in  the 
foregoing  sura  of  $4,957,145  24,  which  amounts  to 
$4,707,987  96,  vix : 

Civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous,  (being  the  dif- 
ference between  the  sum  of  $1,407,213  56,  estimated 
to  be  paid  in  the  fourth  quarter,  and  the  aum  actually 

paid,) $855,905  20 

Public  debt 2,076,918  15 

War  Department    -         -         -         -       665,164  61 
Navy  Department  -         -  -    1.110,000  00 

Which  leaves  an  exceas  of  demand  beyond  the  money 
in  the  Treasury  of$3,631,7l6  78,  and  of  $4,131,716  78, 
if  the  payment  made  by  the  bank  be  deducted  from  the 
payments  into  the  Treasury  in  the  year  1820. 

It  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that,  if  the  aum  of 
$3,076,918  15,  of  the  Louiaiaua  atock,  has  not  been 
pressed  for  payment,  it  has  been  the  result  of  forbear- 
ance on  the  part  of  the  holders  of  that  stock,  and  of 
confidence  in  the  faith  of  the  nation,  that  such  forbear- 
ance will  not  operate  to  their  injury.  The  other  de- 
mands upon  the  Treasury,  which  were  estimated  as  a 
charge  upon  it  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  year  1820, 
and  which  are  not  embraced  in  the  estimates  of  the 
expenditure  for  1821,  and  which  constitute  a  part  of 
the  deficit  above  stated,  will,  it  ia  presumed,  be  de- 
manded of  the  Treasury. 

rill  be  perceived  that  the  sums  in  the  hands  of 


menta,  exceed  the  estimate  of  them,  annexed  to  the 
eatimatea  of  the  service  of  the  year  1831.  Theae 
moneys  are  drawn  from  the  agent,  aa  the  demanda 
upon  the  respective  departments  are  presented,  or  re- 
quisitions from  the  disbursing  officers  of  those  depart- 
ments are  received.  The  amount  drawn  from  the 
agent  depends,  therefore,  upon  contingencies  over 
which  the  beads  of  those  departments  have  no  control, 
and  may  exceed  or  fall  abort  of  any  estimate  made  by 
them  for  any  definite  period  of  time. 

It  may  be  proper,  also,  to  state,  that,  in  contempla- 
tion of  law,  money  is  not  conaidered  to  be  in  the  Trea- 
sury until  a  warrant  is  issued  by  the  Secretary  and 
receipted  by  the  Treasurer,  for  the  auma  paid  by  the 
receiving  officers  into  the  bank  ;  but,  for  the  practical 
purposes  of  the  Treasury,  all  sums  paid  into  bank  to 
the  credit  of  the  Treaaurer  are  considered  by  him  to 
be  in  the  Treasury.  Generally,  the  warrants  covering 
the  money  received  on  account  of  the  Government  are 
iaaued  quarterly  for  all  auma  received  during  the  quar- 
ter. These  warranta  are  usually  isaued  about  two 
months  after  the  expiration  of  the  quarter,  as  the 
paymenta  made  into  the  banka  which  are  the  depoai- 
toriea  of  the  public  money  are  not  ascertained  sooner. 

The  statements  which  accompany  this  letter  are  ex- 
planatory of  the  views  which  it  presents,  or  afford  in- 
formation connected  with  them,  which  it  is  presumed 
may  be  useful. 

I  remain,  with  rcapect,  &c, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  JoHir  Tatlob, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  report  was  read,  and,  with  the  documents, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

REDUCTION  OF  THE  ARMY. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  reduce  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  McCuLLOUGH  moved  further  to  amend  the 
third  section  of  the  bill  (as  recited  on  the  Journal 
of  the  18th  instant)  bv  expunging  from  the  fifth 
and  sixth  lines  thereoi  the  words  followiiig,  viz  : 
"  each  with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  a 
colonel  of  cavalry,  as  heretofore  prescribed  by  law ;" 
and  also,  from  the  eighth  and  ninth  lines  thereof,  the 
words  "  with  a  salary  of  two  thousand  dollars  per 
annum  ;"  and  also,  after  the  word  "  purchases"  in 
the  tenth  line,  the  following  words  :  "  whose  com- 
pensation shall  not  exceed  two  and  a  half  per  cen- 
tum on  the  public  moneys  disbursed  by  him,  nor 
the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum  ; 
and  also,  from  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  lines, 
the  words  '•  to  be  compensated  as  heretofore ;"  also, 
after  the  words  "  surgeon  general,"  in  the  sixteenth 
line,  the  words  ''  with  a  salary  of  two  thousand 
dollars  per  annum  ;"  and  also,  after  the  words 
"apothecary  general,"  in  the  seventeenth  line,  the 
words  "with  a  salary  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars 
per  annum ;"  and  to  add  to  the  section  the  follow- 
ing words,  viz :  "  the  said  several  officers  to  hold 
the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  which  now  are,  or 
hereafter  may  be,  prescribed  by  law." 

After  considerable  debate,  in  which  Messrs. 
McCoLLODGH,  Rice,  McLean,  Bcrton,  Floyd, 
Brush,  and  Mebcer,  took  part,  the  motion  of  Mr. 


theTreasarer,  as  agent  of  the  War  and  Navy  Depart- 1  McCdllouoh  was  negatived,  first  on  the  question 


of  inserting,  and  then  on  striking  out  the  existing 
compensations. 

Mr.  Bhosh  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"general,"  after  "Quartermaster,"  so  that  there 
should  be  a  Quartermaster  without  the  addition  of 
"  general,"  the  rank  of  general  being  proposed  to 
be  taken  from  the  office. — Negatived. 

Mr.  EusTis  moved  an  amendment,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  place  the  deputy  commissaries  aiid 
quartermasters  on  the  footing  on  which  they  will 
be  found  to  stand  in  the  amended  bill,  instead  of 
that  in  which  they  stood  in  the  original  bill. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to  51  to  47. 

The  question  having  been  then  stated  on  order- 
ing the  bill,  as  amended,  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading— 

Mr.  Barbour  and  Mr.  Mercer  addressed  the 
House,  each  at  great  length  ;  the  first  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  the  latter  against  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  de- 
cided as  follows : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of 
Massachusetu,  Allen  of  New  York,  Allen  of  Tennes- 
see, Baker,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Beecher,  Brown, 
Bryan,  Buffam,  Burton,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire, 
Campbell,  Cannon,  Clay,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Craw- 
ford, Culpeper,  Cushman,  Dane,  Denniaon,  Earle,  Ed- 
dy, Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Eustis,  Fay,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Garnett,  Gray, 
Gross  ofNew  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Guyon,  Hall 
of  New  York,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hen- 
dricka,  Herrick,  Hibshman,  Hill,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Hos- 
tetler,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kendall, 
Kinaey,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Livermore,  Maclay, 
McCoy,  McCreary,  McCullough,  Mallary,  Marchand, 
Meigs,  Metcalf,  Monell,  Montgomery,  R.  Moore,  T.  L. 
Moore,  Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Massachusetu,  Patterson,  Philson,  Plumer,  Randolph, 
Rankin,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Ross,  Russ, 
Sawyer,  Shaw,  Silsbcc,  Sloan,  Southard,  Stevens, 
Tarr.  Terrell,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of 
Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Upham, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Walker,  Warfield,  Williams  of  Vir- 
ginia, Williams  of  North  Carolina  and  Wood — 109. 

NAva — Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland, 
Baldwin,  BloomSeld,  Brevard,  Brush,  Butler  of  Lou- 
isiana, Case,  Clark,  Cook,  Crowell,  Cuthbert,  DarUng- 
ton,  Davidaon,  Dickinson,  Ford,  Fuller,  Gorham, 
Hemphill,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Little,  Lowndes,  Mc- 
Lane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mercer,  S. 
Moore,  Nelaon  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Ringgold,  Rob- 
ertson, Rogera,  Sergeant,  Simkins,  Smith  of  New  Jer- 
sey, Smith  of  Maryland,  A.Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith 
of  North  Ca'rolina,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York, 
Udree,  Wallace,  Wendover,  and  Whitman — 47. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time  to-morrow,  in  the  following  shape,  as 
amended : 

Be  it  enacted  bv  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  A  merica,  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  That,  from  and  sifter  the  first  day  of 
May  next,  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of  the 
United  States  shall  consist  of  six  thousand  non-com- 
missioned officers,  musicians,  and  privat«><,  with  a  due 
proportion  of  field  and  company  officers,  according  to 
the  present  organization  of  companies,  and  in  such  pro- 


portiona  of  artillery  and  infantry  as  the  Preeident  of 
the  United  Sutes  shall  direct ;  and  that  the  corps  of 
engineers,  aa  at  preaent  eatabliahed,  be  retained  in 
aervice. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  corps 
of  ordnance  shall  be  retained  in  service,  and  shall 
hereafter  conaist  of  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant  colonel, 
one  major,  six  captaina,  aix  first  lieutenants,  six  s*> 
cond  lieutenants,  and  six  third  lieutenants. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  cause  to  be  arranged  the 
officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  musiciana,  and 
privatea,  of  the  several  corpa  of  troops  now  in  service, 
in  such  manner  as  to  form  and  complete  the  corps  to 
be  retained  in  service  under  this  act,  attaching  ths 
corps  of  light  artillery  to  the  corps  of  artillery,  and 
the  corps  of  riflemen  to  the  infantry,  and  cause  the 
supernumerary  officers,  non-commiasioned  officers, 
and  privates,  to  be  discharged  from  the  service. 

Skc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall 
be  one  brigadier  general,  with  one  aid  de  camp,  one 
inspector  general,  and  one  assistant  adjutant  general ; 
there  ahall  also  be  one  adjutant  general,  one  quarter- 
master  general,  with  as  many  assistant  deputy  qaar- 
termasters  as  the  service  may  require,  to  be  taken  frona 
the  subalterns  of  the  line,  who  shall  perform  all  the 
duties  which  may  be  required  of  them  in  the  quarter- 
master's department,  and  in  the  department  of  the  com- 
misaary  general  of  subsistence,  and  who  shall  receive, 
as  a  compensation  for  their  services,  fifteen  dollars 
per  month  in  addition  to  their  monthly  pay ;  and  one 
judge  advocate,  each  with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emolu- 
menta,  of  a  colonel  of  cavalry,  as  heretofore  prescribed 
by  law  ;  there  shall  also  be  a  paymaster  general,  with 
a  salary  aa  heretofore  fixed  by  law,  commissary  gen- 
eral of  purchases,  with  a  salary  of  two  thousand  dol- 
lars per  annum,  and  one  assistant  commiaaary  general 
of  purchases,  whose  compensation  shall  not  exceed 
two  and  a  half  per  centum  on  the  public  moneys  dis- 
bursed by  him,  nor  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars 
per  annum  ;  and  two  military  storekeepers,  to  be  com- 
pensated aa  heretofore ;  one  commissary  general  of 
subsistence,  one  surgeon  general,  with  a  salary  of  two 
thousand  dollars  per  annum,  and  one  apothecary  gen- 
eral, with  a  aalary  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per 
annum. 

Sac.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  there  ahall 
be  to  each  regiment  of  infantry,  and  to  each  battalion 
of  artillery,  one  adjutant,  one  quartermaater,  and  one 
paymaster,  one  surgeon,  and  one  assistant  surgeon. 

Sxc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  topo- 
graphical engineers,  and  their  aasistants,  ahall  be  dis- 
charged from  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Skc  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  judge 
advocate  shall  keep  an  office  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, and,  in  addition  to  the  dutiea  which  may  be  as- 
signed to  him  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
he  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  trials  by  general  courts- 
martial,  and  report  the  decisions. 

Sac.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  officers 
of  the  army,  whose  continuance  in  service  is  not  pro- 
vided for  by  this  act,  ahall  be  discharged  from  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  and  that  to  each  commis- 
sioned officer,  who  shall  be  discharged  by  virtue  of  this 
act,  there  shall  be  paid,  in  addition  to  the  pay  and 
emolumenU  to  which  he  will  be  entitled  at  the  time  of 
his  discharge,  three  months'  pay. 

The  above  bill  having  been  disposed  of— 

Mr.  Randolph,  agreeably  to  notice,  then  mored 
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that  the  House  do  nowr  proceed  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  family  of  Oli- 
▼er  Hazard  Perry,  and  to  provide  for  the  educa- 
tion of  his  children. 

To  this  course,  by  the  rules  of  the  House,  an 
unanhnous  rote  was  necessary,  it  not  being  in  the 
ordinary  routine  of  the  business  of  the  House. 
The  motion  was  objected  to,  and  therefore  failed 

of  course. 

Subsequently,  however,  on  motion,  the  orders 
of  the  day  preceding  that  bill  were  postponed, 
which  gives  it  priority  in  the  order  of  business  for 
to-morrow. 


TtJESDAY,  January  23. 

Mr.  Newtoh,  from  the  Committee  of  Commerce, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Elmslie 
and  Samuel  Clarkson.  merchants  of  Philadelphia ; 
which  was  twice  reaa,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Cook  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

JUmtlvedy  Thtt  the  Committee  of  Election*  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  iwhether  any,  snd  if  soy,  what,  sl- 
terstiont  are  necessary  to  be  made  in  the  law,  entitled 
"An  act  relative  to  the  election  of  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  SUtes,  and  declaring  the  officer 
who  shall  act  aa  President  in  case  of  vacancies  in  the 
offices  both  of  President  and  Vice  President ;"  and  also 
whether  it  be  expedient  to  increase  the  compensation 
of  any  of  the  persons  appointed  to  transmit  the  votes 
of  the  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  at  the 
Ute  election. 

The  said  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Storks  submitted  the  following  resolution ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  one 
day  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  this  House  a  statement  of  the  mo- 
neys now  in  the  Treasury,  or  collected  at  any  place, 
which  are  applicable  to  tho  redemption  of  the  stock 
created  by  the  act  providing  for  the  indemnification  of 
certain  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  passed  March  31,  1814. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crowell,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  granting  to  the  State  of  Alaba- 
ma all  the  unsold  islands  in  the  Tennessee  river, 
the  proceeds  of  which  shall  be  applied  to  the  im- 
provement of  the  navigation  of  said  river. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing joint  resolution : 

Resohed,  bv  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repretenta- 
tives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled.  That  the  recruiting  service  for  the  Army  be 
suspended  for  and  during  the  present  year,  and  until 
the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue 
in  force  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  per- 
sons who  were  disabled  by  known  wounds  received 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses," was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  gave  notice  that 
he  should,  on  Thursday  next,  move  to  proceed 


to  the  consideration  of  the  motion  to  amend  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  estab- 
lish an  uniform  mode  of  election  of  Electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hous<>  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
two  statements  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  in  American  and  foreign  vessels;  to- 
gether with  an  aggregate  view  oi  both  from  the 
1st  October,  1818,  to  the  30th  September,  1819, 
rendered  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  29th  May,  1798.  i 

The  letter  was  read,  and,  with  the  documents, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  submitted  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  the  District  of  Colombia,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  resolation  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives instructing  them  "  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing,  by  law,  to  secure  to  mechanics  and  others 
payment  for  their  labor  and  materials,  in  erecting  any 
house  or  other  building  within  the  District  of  Colom- 
bis,  by  giving  them  a  lien  thereon,"  have  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  and  respectfully   report:    That, 
under  the  existing  laws  of  the  United  States,  within 
the  District  of  Columbia,  a  security,  analogous  to  that 
contemplated  by  the  resolution,  may  be  provided  by 
special  contract,  in  every  case  wherein  any  house  or 
building  is  about  to  he  erected,  against  any  loss  which 
any  mechsnic  or  merchsnt,  contributing  labor  or  ma- 
terials towards  the  erection  thereof,  might  sustain  from 
the  failure  of  the  proprietor  to  pay  volunUrily  therefor. 
Whether  for  this,  or  any  other  reason,  existing  in  the 
institutions  or  state  of  society  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, no  complaint  to  Congress,  by  petition  or  other- 
wise, has  ever  been  made  by  any  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  District,  of  any  defect  of  their  present  laws  in  re- 
lation to  the  object  for  which  the  resolution   of  the 
House  of  Representatives  suggesU  a  provision.     The 
committee,  therefore,  recommend  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  make,  by  law, 
the  provision  suggested  by  the  aforesaid  resolution. 

The  report  was  read,  and  agreed  to. 

REDUCTION  OF  THE  ARMY. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  reduction  of  the  Mil- 
itary Peace  Establishment,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  SiMKiNs  rose,  and  spoke  against  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  and  in  reply  to  the  gentlemen  who  had 
supported  it. 

Mr.  Fi.ovn  made  a  few  explanatory  remarks. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  assigned  the  reasons 
why  he  should  vote  against  this  bill,  thotigh  not 
opposed  to  a  proper  reduction  of  the  Military  Es- 
tablishment. 

Mr.  EusTis  replied  to  Mr.  Smith,  and  defended 
the  bill  in  regard  to  some  of  its  details. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  opposed  the  bill  in 
toto,  in  its  objects  aixd  in  its  details,  as  contrary  to 
the  public  interest. 

Mr.  Rich  briefly  assigned  the  reasons  why  he 
should  vote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  Clay  suted  the  reasons  why  he  thought 
the  interest  of  the  country  called  for  the  passage 
of  the  bill. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  then 
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taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative— 109  to  48,  as  follows : 

TsAS— Messrs.  Abbot.  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen 
of  MaseachusetU,  Allen  of  New  York,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bay- 
ly, Beecbcr,  Brown,  Bryan,  Buflum,  Burton,  Barwell, 
Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Clagett,  Clay, 
Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Culpeper,  Cushman, 
Dane.  Dennison,  Earle,  £ddy,  Edwards  of  Connecti- 
cut, Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Eustis,  Fay,  Fisher, 
Floyd,  Foot,  Gray,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Guyon,  Hackley,  HaU  of  New  York,  HaU 
of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibah- 
man,  HiU,  Hobart.  Hooks,  Ho^tetter,  Jackson,  Juhn- 
aoB,  Jones  of  Va^  Kinssy,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  LincoUi, 
Livermore,  Maclay,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McCuilough, 
Mallary,  Marchand,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  Monell,  Montgom- 
ery, R.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Morton,  Moseley,  Mur- 
ray, Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Phil- 
son,  Pitcher,  Plumer.  Randolph,  Rankin,  Rhea,  Rich, 
Richards,  Richmond,  Ross,  Russ,  Shaw,  Silsbee,  Sloan, 
Southard,  Stevens,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tomlinson,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Tyler,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Warfield,  WU- 
lisms  of  Virginia,  and  Wood — 109. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Bald- 
win, Bloom6eld,  Brevard,  Brush,  Butler  of  Louisiana. 
Case,  CIsrk,  Cook,  Crowell,  Cuthbert,  Dariington, 
Davidson,  Dickinson,  Ford,  Fuller,  Gorham,  Hemp- 
hill, Jones  of  Tennessee,  Little,  Lowndes,  McLane 
of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mercer,  S.  Moore, 
Nelson  of  Virginis,  Newton,  Parker  of  Massachu- 
tttU,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Reed,  Ringgold, 
Robertson,  Rogers,  Sergeant,  Simkins,  Smith  of  New 
Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland.  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia, 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Storrs,  Street.  Strong  of 
New  York.  Udree,  Wallace,  Wendover,  and  Whit- 
man— 48. 

COMMODORE  PERRY'S  FAMH^Y. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Foot  in  the  chair,  on  the 
bill  reported  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  for  the 
relief  of  the  family  of  the  late  Oliver  Hazard  Per- 
ry, and  to  provide  for  the  education  of  his  children 
at  the  public  expense. 

The  bill  having  been  read  through — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  who  declined  oc- 
cupying the  time  of  the  House  by  speaking  on  the 
subiect,  the  blanks  in  the  bill  were  filled,  so  as  to 
make  the  proposed  allowance  to  be  $330  per  an- 
num for  the  mother  of  the  late  Conunodore  Perry, 
$400  for  his  widow,  (during  life,  or  until  inter- 
marriage,) and  91^  for  each  of  the  children,  until 
they  arrive  at  twenty-one  years  of  age.  The  whole 
amount  proposed  to  be  annually  appropriated  be- 
ing $1,330,  the  estimated  amount  of  half  the  pay 
which  Commodore  Perry,  whilst  living,  would 
have  enjoyed  whilst  on  separate  command. 

Mr.  Haroim  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  bill  ex- 
cept the  enacting  clause,  and  insert,  in  lieu  there- 
of, a  provision,  allowing  to  the  family  of  Commo- 
dore Perry  half-pay  for  the  term  of  five  years, 
being,  Mr.  H.  said,  the  amotmt  which  thev  would 
have  received  had  Commodore  Perry  fallen  in 
battle. 

On  this  motion  there  arose  a  short  debate. 


The  motion  of  Mr.  Habdin  was  ne^tired,  o« 
a  division,  by  apparently  a  large  majoritv. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bilL 

The  Hous(;  having  concurred  in  filling  the  blanks 
as  reported  from  the  Committee — 

Mr.  Haroin  renewed  the  motion  he  had  made 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  it 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  taken,  there  were,  for 
the  amendment  62,  against  it  82,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Abbot,  Anderson,  Baker,  Ball,  Bar- 
bour, Beecber,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Case,  CUf(Slt» 
Cobb,  Culpeper,  Cushman,  Dennison,  Earle,  Edwards 
of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Fay,  Fisb- 
sr,  Floyd,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Grsy,  Gross  of  NaV 
York,  Guyon,  Hall  of  N«w  York.  Hardin,  UMk- 
dricks,  Herrick,  Hibshman,  Hooks,  Hoatetter,  Jack- 
son,  Lincoln,  Maclay,  McCoy,  McCreary,  Marchandt 
Metcalf,  Monell,  R.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  MunraT« 
NewtoB,  Patterson,  Phiison,  Rankin,  Rich,  RichariH 
Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sloan,  A.  Smyth  of 
Virginia,  Stevens,  Tarr,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Wendover,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Allen  of 
Tennessee,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia, 
Baldwin,  Bayly,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brown,  Brush, 
Bryan,  Bufium,  Burton,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Clark, 
Clay,  Cook,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Cuthbert,  Dans, 
Darlington,  Davidson,  Dickinson,  Eddy,  Eustis,  Pullw, 
Gorham,  Gro^  of  Pennsylvania,  Hackley,  Hall  of 
North  Carolina,  Hemphill,  Hill,  Hobart,  Johnson, 
Jones  of  Virgiiua,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kinsey,  La- 
throp, Livermore,  Lowndes,  McCuilough,  McLane  of 
Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Meigs,  Mer- 
cer, Montgomery,  8.  Moore,  Morton,  Moaeley,  Nealsi, 
Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia.  Psrkar 
of  Massachusetts,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Pla> 
mer,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rhea.  Ringgold,  Robertson, 
Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Shaw,  Silsbee,  Simkins,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Storrs,  Terrell,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  TrimbU, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Udree,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace, 
Warfield,  Whitman,  and  Williams  of  Virginia. 

So  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clay,  though  decidedly  in  faror  of  the  ob- 
ject of  the  bill,  objected  to  that  part  of  it  proposing 
an  allowance  of  $330  per  annum,  during  life,  to 
the  mother  of  the  deceased ;  and,  on  his  motion, 
that  part  was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  a  reconsideration  of  tke 
allowance  of  $400  per  annum  to  the  widow  of 
Commodore  Perry,  with  a  view  to  make  it  $730, 
by  adding  to  it  the  $330  ^ust  stricken  out ;  so  that 
the  amount  to  the  family  should  be  the  same, 
though  the  distribution  would  be  different. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  R.  was  negatived,  by  a  vote 
of  69  to  52. 

On  the  question  for  ordering  the  bill  to  be  ea- 
grossed  for  a  third  reading,  the  yeas  and  nays  be- 
ing demanded  by  Mr.  Brcsh,  there  were,  for  the 
bill  76,  against  it  62,  as  follows : 

YsAS— Messrs.  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Archer  of 
Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baldwin,  Bayly,  Bloom- 
field,  Brevard,  Brown,  Brush,  Bryan,  Butler  of  New 
Hampshire,  Butler  of  Leuisisns,  Clsrk,  Clsy,  Cocke, 
Crawford,  Crowell,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Dane,  Dmt- 
lington,  Davidson,  Dickinson,  Eddy,  Eustis,  Forrest, 
Fuller,  Gorham,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  HemphiU,  HUI, 
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Hob«rt,  Jone*  of  Virginia,  Jone.  of  Tennewee,  Kin- 
MT,  Lalhrop,  Lowndes  M.cUy,  McCuilough,  McL.ne 
of  Delawmre,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  MtUiiry,  M«gf, 
Mercer,  Montgomery,  8.  Moore,  Motley,  Neale,  Nel- 
son of  M»M*chuietU,  Neleon  of  Virginia.  Newton, 
Parker  of  Maia.,  Pinckney,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rmggold, 
Robertaon,  Rum,  Sergeant,  Shaw.  Silsbee,  Simkina, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Storr«,  Street,  Terrell.  Tomhnson, 
Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Udree,  Upham,  Van 
Renaaelaer,   Wallace,  Warfield,  Whitman,  and  Wil- 

Uama  of  Virginia,  „  .        »  „ 

Ji^jM Meaara.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Baker,  wall, 

Barboar,  Beecher,  Burton,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Case, 
Clagett,  Craft«,  Culpeper,  Denniaon,  Earle,  Edwarda 
of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Fay, 
Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Gajnett,  Gray,  Gross  of  New 
York.Guyon,  Hall  of  Niw  York,  Hardin,  Hendricks, 
Herrick,  Hibshman,  Hooks,  Hostetter,  Jackson,  John- 
son, Lincoln,  Livermore,  McCoy,  McCreary,  Marchand, 
Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Morton,  Murray, 
Parker  of  Virginia.  Patterson,  PhiUon,  Plumer,  Rhea, 
Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Sawyer, 
Sloan,  Steyens,  Tarr,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Ty- 
ler, WendoTer,  and  Wood. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  EcsTis  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  to- 
morrow, call  for  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
submitted  by  him,  proposing  the  conditional  ad- 
mission of  Missouri  into  the  Union. 


Wednesday,  January  24. 

.  At  the  usual  hour  of  meeting,  but  few  members 
being  present,  when  the  SpeaTier  took  the  Chair, 
Mr.  Brush  moved  that  there  be  a  call  of  the 
House.  [The  object  of  a  call,  as  it  is  technically 
termed,  is  to  place  on  the  Journal  the  names  of 
the  members  present,  whence  may  be  inferred  the 
names  of  the  absentees.]  After  some  conversation 
on  this  motion,  in  the  course  of  which  it  was  sug- 
gested that  the  quantity  of  business  before  the 
committees  required  them  to  sit  sometimes  beyond 
the  hour  of  meeting,  and  it  would  be  harsh  to  re- 
cord them,  whilst  thus  engaged,  as  absentees,  &c. 
Mr.  Brush  consented  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  Samuel  Moore,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  James 
May,  of  Detroit,  accompanied  with  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  said  James  May  and  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  William  Macomb ;  which  bill  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Cook,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Illinois,  respecting  the 
title  to  the  land  upon  which  their  seat  of  govern- 
ment is  located,  accompanied  with  a  bill  confirm- 
ing the  location  of  the  seat  of  government  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  and  for  other  purposes ;  which 
bill  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Van  Rehsselaer,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to 
"An  act  relatmg  to  the  ransom  of  American  cap- 
tives of  the  late  war ;"  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  »  Committee  of  the  Whole. 


Mr.  Fuller,  from  the  Committee  on  Naral 
Affairs,  re[)orted  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  United 
States  Naval  Fraternal  Association  for  the  relief 
of  the  families  of  deceased  officers;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  to  which  is  committed  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  sundry  citizens  of  Baltimore. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea, 

JUsoked,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and 
Revolutionary  Claima  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  suspending,  for  a  limited  time,  so  much 
of  an  act,  entitled  *'  An  act  making  further  provision 
for  the  support  of  public  credit,  and  for  the  redemption 
of  the  public  debt,"  passed  the  Sd  of  March,  1796; 
and  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled  *'An  act  reapecting 
loan  office  and  final  settlement  certificates,  indents  of 
interest,  and  the  unfunded  and  registered  debt,  cred* 
ited  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury,"  passed  the  Pith 
day  of  June,  1798,  as  bars  from  settlement  or  allow- 
ance, certificates,  commonly  called  loan  office  and  final 
settlement  certificates,  and  indenU  of  interest. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Storrb,  the  House  proceeded 
to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  him  yester- 
day, and  the  same  being  again  read,  was  agreed  to. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the 
times  of  holding  the  district  court  in  the  northern 
district  of  New  York,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
enclosing  an  authentic  return  of  the  election  of 
Daniel  Udree,  as  a  Representative  of  that  Stan 
in  this  House,  to  serve  in  the  room  of  Joseph 
Hiester,  resigned  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections. 

An  engrossed  resolution  to  suspend  the  recruit- 
ing service  for  a  limited  time,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  following  bills  pas.sed  through  Committees 
of  the  Whole,  in  succession,  viz :  The  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Jacob  Hunsinger;  the  bill  extending  the 
time  for  issuing  and  locating  land  warrants  to 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  war; 
the  bill  "to  regulate  the  location  of  land  warrants, 
and  the  issuing  of  patents  in  certain  cases ;  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Brady  ;  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Joseph  McNicl ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Alexander  Milne ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lewis 
H.  Guerlain  ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Rod- 
riguez ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  B.  Lan- 
guille  ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bartholomew  Du- 
verge.  And  the  said  bills  were  all  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  family  of 
the  late  Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  and  for  the  educa- 
tion of  his  children  at  the  public  charge,  was  read 
a  third  time. 

Mr.  Beecher  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  but  subsequently  varied 
his  motion  so  far  as  to  move  its  recommitnaent  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs,  with  a  view  to 
incorporate  the  amendment  yesterday  proposed  by 
Mr.  Hardin,  or,  failing  in  that,  to  reinstate  the 
allowance  ot  three  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  to 
the  mother  of  Commodore  Perry,  which  was  yes- 
l  terday  stricken  out. 
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After  a  short  debate,  the  motion  for  recommit- 
ment wa.s  negatived. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  73  to  63,  and  sent  to 
the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

FUGITIVE  SLAVES. 

Among  the  papers  offered  during  the  presenta- 
tion of  memorials  to-day,  was  the  following,  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Brown,  of  Kentucky : 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  the  present  General 
Assembly  that  many  negroes  and  persons  of  color,  the 
property  of  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  have  es- 
caped from  their  lawful  owners  into  the  province  of 
Canada,  and  are  there  protected  from  recapture  by  the 
subjects  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  re- 
aiding  in  said  province  of  Canada  :  And  whereas  the 
practice  of  concealing  and  countenancing  slavea  that 
thus  eacape  from  their  lawful  owners,  tends  greatly  to 
the  injury  of  the  people  of  this  State,  and,  if  perae* 
▼ered  in,  may  lead  to  unhappy  consequences  between 
the  subjects  of  bis  said  Majesty's  Government  and  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States : 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  it  is  the  opinion  and  de- 
sire of  the  present  General  Assembly,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  invite  the  attention  of 
the  British  Government  to  this  subject,  and,  if  practi- 
cable, procure  arrangements  to  be  made,  on  the  part 
of  that  Government,  for  the  restoration  of  such  fugi- 
tive slaves  as  shall  have  heretofore  escaped,  or  may 
hereafter  escape,  from  their  lawful  owners,  (being 
citizens  of  the  United  States,)  into  any  of  bis  ssid 
Majesty's  North  American  dominions.  And  the  Gov- 
ernor is  requested  to  transmit  to  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  each  of  the  Senators  and  Rep- 
resentatives in  Congress  from  this  State,  copies  of  the 
foregoing  resolution. 

The  Speaker  stated  that,  according  to  the  rules 
of  the  House,  this  resolution  could  not  be  received, 
not  being  "  addressed  to  the  House  ;"  though  the 
subject  might  readily  be  brought  before  the  House 
in  a  different  form.  Upon  which,  Mr.  B.  with- 
drew the  resolution,  with  the  intention  of  pre- 
senting the  subject  to  the  House  in  a  different 
shape. 

ENCOURAGEMENT  OF  THE  FINE  ARTS. 

Mr.  Wood,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Buildings,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Julia  Plantou,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  made 
the  following  report,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table: 

That  the  petitioner  states  that,  having  from  early 
life  an  ardent  attachment  to  the  art  of  painting,  she 
was  encouraged  by  the  approbation  of  intelligent  gen- 
tlemen, on  whose  judgment  she  relied,  to  cultivate  her 
talents  for  this  branch  of  the  fine  arts ;  that,  for  this 
purpose,  she  visited  Europe  to  inspect  the  works  of 
the  great  masters  of  the  art,  in  order  to  improve  her 
taste  and  talents,  and  to  render  them  worthy  of  the 
consideration  of  her  enlightened  countrymen  ;  that, 
while  there,  she  spared  no  pains  in  her  improvement, 
under  the  direction  of  the  first  artists  of  the  age. 

Anxious  that  her  own  country  should  reap  the 
fruits  of  her  improvement,  and  desirous  to  commem- 
orate some  of  its  distinguished  events,  she  selected  as 
the  most  interesting  subject  of  her  pencil  the  con- 
cluding scene  of  the  late  war,  and  has,  with  great 
labor  and   assiduity,  accomplished   an   emblematical 


repreaeotatioo  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  which  ahe  now 
offsra  to  the  acccpUnce  of  Congreca,  and  praya  fcr 

such  remuneration  for  her  performance  as  the  design 
and  execution  may,  in  their  estimation,  be  worth. 

The  committee  are  not  insensible  of  the  importance 
of  the  fine  arts  in  the  scale  of  social  improvement,  or 
of  the  claim  those  who  cultivate  tbem  have  upon  the 
public  munificence;  they  derive  much  pleaaure  firom 
contemplating  the  progrevs  of  improvements  in  the 
United  Stales,  and  are  happy  to  perceive  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  arta  that  contribute  to  the  embeiliahment  of  . 
society,  as  well  as  such  as  are  essential  to  its  well- 
being. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  the  fine  arts  not  only  serve 
to  amuse  and  please  as  the  evanescent  exertions  of 
rare  and  extraordinary  genius,  but  they  elevate  the 
mind,  purify  the  moral  feelings,  create  a  relish  for 
pure  and  refined  pleasures,  and  diffuse  a  ta^te  for  kin- 
dred arts  and  improvements;  they  serve  to  commem- 
orate important  eras  in  the  history  of  nations,  to  pre- 
serve the  memory  of  distinguished  citizens,  and  to  in* 
spire  succeeding  ages  with  an  emulation  of  their  vir- 
tues ;  they,  in  effect,  connect  the  past  with  the  prea- 
ent,  and  thus  invigorate  public  spirit,  keep  alive  a 
sense  of  national  honor,  and  contribute  to  promote  the 
national  glory. 

The  committee  cannot  behold  without  the  moat 
pleasing  emotions  a  female  fellow-citizen,  prompted 
by  the  ardor  of  genius,  abandoning  all  the  pleasurable 
amusements  of  her  sex,  and  braving  the  dangers  of 
the  ocean  in  search  of  the  aid  and  instruction  in  for- 
eign regions  which  her  native  aoil  did  not  afford ;  and 
would  most  cheerfully  recommend  her  productions  to 
the  patronage  of  Congress  did  they  conceive  it  com- 
patible with  the  powers  of  Congress  to  afford  it,  or 
consistent  with  the  duty  they  owe  their  country. 

Such  a  course  is,  indeed,  not  without  precedent, 
but  the  committee  are  not  able  to  perceive  by  what 
article  of  the  Constitution  it  can  be  sustained. 

A  government  without  restriction  doubtless  pos- 
sesses powers  commensurate  with  every  public  im- 
provement that  can  contribute  to  the  welfare  or  glory 
of  a  nation  ;  but  the  Government  of  the  United  State* 
is  restricted  to  the  objects  enumerated  in  the  Consti- 
tution, and  the  committee  cannot  discover  that  the 
encouragement  of  the  fine  arts  is  among  the  number. 
Independently  of  this  difilculty,  the  committee  con- 
ceive that  the  pressure  of  the  times  and  the  exhauated 
state  of  the  Treasury  imperiously  require  that  the 
public  buildings  should  be  completed  before  any  fur- 
ther appropriation  is  made  for  their  embeiliahment. 

The  committee,  therefore,  recomiflend  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

MISSOURI. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eustis,  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  by  the  SentUe  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled,  and  it  is  hereby  declared,  That,  the  -— - 

Jay  of next  ensuing,  the  Bute  of  Missouri  shall 

be  admitted  into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States,  in  all  respecU  whatsoever :  Pro- 
vided, That  so  much  of  the  26th  section  of  the  3d  ar- 
ticle of  the  constitution  of  said  Bute,  presented  to 
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OcntpcUion  of  the  CUumbia  River. 


H.  orR. 


CoDgrvM  »t  the  present  M«ion,  at  makes  it  the  doty 
of  the  Legislature  to  pass  such  lavra  as  shall  be  nece«> 
••ry  **  to  prevent  free  negroes  and  roalattoes  from 
comiof  to  and  settling  in  this  8tate,  under  any  pretext 
whatsoever,"  shall,  on  or  before  that  day,  have  been 
•xpuoged  therefrom. 

The  resolution  having  been  read —  •   '^ 

Mr.  ErsTia  stated  the  objects  he  had  in  view 
in  moving:  this  resolution  to  be,  to  remove  the  only 
objection  which  he  had  to  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri into  the  Union  ;  to  give  facility  and  despatch 
to  the  admission  of  the  State  into  the  Union,  and 
thereby  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  this  question 
erer  again  coming  before  Congress.  These  were 
bi^  only  motives,  and  he  had,  in  moving  the  reso- 
lution, acted  without  consalting  with  any  one  else. 
Foreseeing  a  difficulty  in  prescribing  the  mode  in 
which  the  amendment  might  be  made,  he  bad  left 
that  a  question  for  separate  consideration,  in  order 
to  obtain  a  decision  on  the  principle  of  the  resolu- 
tion. Having  introduced  the  resolution  with  a 
sense  of  duty,  should  it  not  meet  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  House,  he  should  be  entirely  satis- 
fied with  having,  in  proposing  it,  performed  what 
he  believed  to  be  his  duty. 

On  nKttion  of  Mr.  Eusna  the  blanks  in  the 
resolution  were  filled  with  the  first  of  October  next, 

Mr.  Foot  moved  to  postpone  the  resolution,  in 
order  to  take  up  that  from  the  Senate,  under  the 
impression  that  doing  so  would  facilitate  a  final 
decision  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Lowndes  suggested  that  in  all  probability 
nothing  would  be  gained  bv  this  course,  as  the 
same  question  now  before  the  House  might,  and 
probably  would  be,  broiight  up  by  a  motion  to 
amend  the  resolve  in  the  Senate. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  negatived. 

No  debate  arising — 

The  Chairman  put  the  question  to  agree  to  the 
resolution,  and  it  was  negatived  by  a  large  ma- 
joritY. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  their 
decision  to  the  House. 

The  SpEAXfiR  put  the  question  on  agreeing  to 
the  amendments  made  in  Committee,  (by  filling 
the  blanks  in  the  resolution.) 

It  being  objected  that  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee had  been  to  reject  the  resolution — 

The  Speakei^  decided  that  no  committee,  whe- 
ther select  or  of  the  Whole  House,  has  the  power 
of  rejecting  any  bill  or  resolution  referred  to  it. 
Bills  and  resolutions  are  referred  to  committees  to 
be  discussed  and  amended  or  not,  and  not  to  be 
agreed  to  or  rejected  in  form,  though  sometimes 
virtually  rejected  by  striking  out  their  vital  parts.* 

•  "  If  it  be  a  paper  referred  to  them,  (a  committee, 
whether  select  or  of  the  whole,)  they  proceed  to  pat 
questions  of  amendment,  if  proposed,  but  no  final 
questions  on  the  whole ;  because  all  parts  of  the  paper, 
having  been  adopted  by  the  House,  stand  of  course, 
unless  altered  or  struck  out  by  a  vote.  Even  if  they 
are  opposed  to  the  whole  paper,  and  think  it  cannot 
be  made  good  by  amendments,  they  cannot  reject  it, 
but  rauHt  report  it  back  to  the  House  without  amend- 
ments, and  there  make  their  opposition." 

[Jefenon't  Manuul. 


The  decision  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Randolph, 
Mr.  Barbocr,  and  Mr.  Cobb,  bat  justified  by  Mr. 
Sergeant,  and  in  part  at  least  by  Mr.  Lowndes. 
In  the  end,  however,  no  appeal  was  taken  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  the  amendments 
made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole — 

The  question  was  then  uken.  Shall  the  resolu- 
tion be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  tine  ?  and  de- 
termined m  the  negative — yeas  6.  nays  146,  as 
follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Baldwin,  Eustis,  Hill,  Little,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  and  Stevens. 

Nits — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of 
MassachaselU,  Allen  of  New  York,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of 
Virginia,  Baker,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Beecher,  Bloom- 
field,  Boden,  Brevard,  Brown,  Brush,  Buffum,  Burton, 
Burwell,  Bntler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Louisi- 
j  ana,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Case.  Clagett,  Clark,  Clay, 
'  Cobb,  Cocke,  Cook,  CrafU,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Cul- 
peper,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Dane,  Darlington,  Da- 
vidson, Dennison,  Dickinson,  Enrle,  Eddy.  Edwards 
of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Fay,  Fish- 
er, Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Gorham.  Gray,  Groaa 
of  New  York,  Groaa  of  Pennsylvania,  Guyon,  Hack- 
ley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Har- 
din, Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Hostetter, 
Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kinaey,  Kinsley, 
Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Lowndes,  Maclay,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Creary,  McCullough,  MrLane  of  Delaware,  McLean 
of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Marthand,  Meiga,  Metcalf, 
Montgomery,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Mor- 
ton, Moseley,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachn- 
setts.  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Parker  of  Virginia,  Patterson,  Philson, 
Pinckney,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Reid, 
Rhea,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Ringgold,  Robert- 
son, Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sawyer.  Sergeant,  Shaw, 
Silsbee,  Simkins,  Sjoan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith 
of  North  Carolina,  Southard,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of 
New  York,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tonilinson,  Tompkins, 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Tyler,  Udree.  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer, 
Walker,  Warfield,  Wendover,  Whitman.  Williams  of 
Virginia,  and  Wood. 

So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

After  a  pause — 

Mr.  Ci-AY  rose,  and  gave  notice,  that,  if  no 
other  gentleman  made  any  motion  on  the  subject, 
he  should  on  the  day  after  to-morrow  move  to  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  to  take  into  consideration  the  resolution 
from  the  Senate  on  the  subject  of  Missouri. 


Thursday,  January  25. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  memorial  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  Missouri,  respecting  pre- 
emption rights,  referred  to  them  on  the  11th  m- 
stant ;  which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein 
submitted  was  concurred  in  by  the  House  as 
follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Smith,  ot  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  recommitted 


the  bill  to  aothorize  tlie  Secretary  of  ike  Treasury 
to  transfer  certain  balances  of  appropriations  to 
the  surplus  fund,  reported  the  same  with  an  amend- 
ment ;  which  was  read,  and,  together  with  the 
bill,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Hunsmger;"  "An 
act  for  extending  the  time  of  issuing  and  locating 
military  land  warrants  to  ofl&cers  and  soldiers  of 
the  Revolutionary  army  ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Joseph  McNeil ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Alex- 
ander Milne;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lewis 
H.  Guerlain;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Rodriguez  ;"  "An  act  to  regulate  the  location  of 
land  warrants,  and  issuing  patents  in  certain 
cases  •"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Frances  B.  Lan- 
ffuilie'"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Brady  ;" 
and  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bartholomew  Du- 
verge;"  were  severally  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

OCCUPATION  OF  THE  COLUMBIA  RIVER. 
Mr.  Floyo,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  19th  ultimo  to  inquire  into  the  situation  of 
the  settlements  on  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  into  the 
expediency  of  occupying  the  Columbia  river,  made 
a  detailed  report,  accompanied  with  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  occupation  of  the  Columbia  river,  and 
to  regulate  the  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes 
within  the  United  States  and  territories  thereof; 
which  bill,  by  leave  of  the  House,  was  reported, 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow.     The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolu- 
Uon  of  the  19th  of  December,  1820,  to  inquire  into 
the  situation  of  the  settlement  upon  the  Pacific  o<»an, 
and  the  expediency  of  occupying  the  Columbia  river, 
report:  That  they  have  carefully  examined  the  aub- 
jert  referred  to  them,  and,  from  every  consideration 
which  they  have  been  able  to  bestow  upon  it,  boheve, 
from  the  usage  of  all  nations,  previous  and  subsequent 
to  the  discovery  of  America,  the  title  of  the  United 
Sutes  to  a  very  large  portion  of  the  coast  of  the  Pa- 
cific ocean  to  be  well  founded ;  nor  have  they  been 
able  to  asceruin  that  any  other  Government  than 
Spain  has  made  claim  to  any  part  of  it,  from  Cape 
Horn  to  the  sixtieth  degree  of  north  latitude. 

When  this  continent  was  first  made  known  to  Eu- 
rope, by  the  bold  and  enterprising  genius  of  Christo- 
pher Columbus,  it  seemed  for  a  long  time  conceded 
that  the  Spanish  monarchy,  which  alone  could  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  listen  to  his  plans  and  propositions,  was 
most  entitled  to  the  benefiu  resulting  from  the  suc- 
cessful issue  of  his  undertaking.  Though  Ferdinand 
and  Isabella,  who,  at  that  time,  filled  the  throne  of 
that  country,  did  not  rest  their  title  upon  the  tacit con- 
••nt  of  other  nations,  or  even  upon  their  armies  or 
llMt,  which  was,  at  that  period,  formidable,  and  well 
provided ;  but,  instructed  by  the  example  of  the  Por- 
tuguese, who  had  obtained'  a  grant  for  all  countriea 
•Mt  of  the  Asorea,  from  pole  to  pole,  they  obtained  a 
similar  grant  from  the  Roman  Pontiff  of  all  the  terri- 
tories they  wished  to  occupy  west  of  the  same  point, 
w  the  superstition  of  the  times  conferred  on  him  a 
right  of  dominion  over  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth. 
Thus,  in  virtue  of  his  power,  as  the  vicar  and  ttpn- 
seatative  of  Jesus  Christ,  did  Alexander  VL,  in  1493, 


grant  to  the  Crown  of  Spain,  in  full  right,  all  tha 
countnes  inhabited  by  infidels,  which  they  had  or 
should  discover.  •  ,     ,» 

Enormous  as  the  power  waa,  which  the  Popes  then 
exercised,  it  waa  recognised  and  submitted  to  by  the 
monarchs  of  that  day,  and  considered  as  having  veated 
in  Spain  a  title  which  they  deemed  completely  valid, 
and  authorized  her  to  extend  her  discovenep  and  ea- 
Ubtish  her  dominion  over  a  great  portion  of  the  new 
worU.  The  Spanish  Crown,  m  w*ll  as  individuals, 
the  subjecU  of  that  Power,  continued  to  fit  out  dupa 
for  voyages  of  discovery,  and,  in  the  apace  of  a  few 
years,  had  visited  various  paru  of  the  coaat  of  Ajaer> 
ica,  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  to  many  degrees  south 
of  the  equinoctial  Une,  taking  poMession,  according  to 
the  custom  of  that  day,  in  the  name  of  the  Spaniab 
King.  Nor  was  their  zeal  for  discovery  confined  to 
the  Atlantic  shore  alone ;  parties,  under  daring  and 
enterprising  leaders,  penetrated  far  into  the  interior  of 
the  continent,  and  even  to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific 
ocean,  wresting  by  violence  the  rich  Empires  of  Peru 
and  Mexico  from  the  peaceful  and  legitimate  sosef- 
eigns  who  reigned  over  them,  and  annexed  them  to 
the  Crown  of  Spain,  by  the  triple  title  of  conqaest, 
discovery,  and  the  grant  of  the  Pope. 

So  well  satisfied  do  the  rest  of  Europe  seem  to  have 
b€,jn  of  the  rights  of  Spain,  derived  from  such  high 
authority,  that  they  permitted  her  to  progress  unmo- 
lested in  her  career  of  discovery  and  conquest  for 
many  years,  until  she  bad  acquired  the  undUputed 
possession  of  most  of  the  Atlantic  coast  of  South 
America,  and  the  whole  shore  of  the  Pacific,  as  high 
as  the  northern  extremity  of  California,  and,  as  they 
affirmed,  after  they  came  in  possession  of  Louuiana, 
to  a  point  far  to  the  northward  of  that 

Though  discoveries  were  frequently  made  of  coan- 
tries  among  the  most  beautiful  and  fertile,  whwre  na- 
ture seemed  to  invite  the  indusUy  of  man  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  luxuriant  abundance,  yet  none  seemed  to 
arrest  the  attention  of  either  Government  or  people* 
but  those  which  contained  the  precious  meuls;  this 
morbid  thirst  for  gold  may  be  the  cause  why  no  aet- 
UemcntH  were  made  north  of  CaUfomia,  aa  ao  metal 
of  that  description  is  believed   to   be   found  m  that 

region.  d  -.•  i. 

About  this  time  it  became  the  interest  of  the  tfntiah 
Crown  to  think  differenUy  on  the  subject  of  religion 
from  the  See  of  Rome,  and,  separating  entirely  from 
it,  sMumed  the  right  of  annexing  to  their  Crown  aU 
the  urritories  discovered  by  their  subjects,  and  of  be- 
stowing them  by  charter  upon  individuals.  To  this 
end,  granu  were  issued  by  EUzaboth  in  the  year  1578 
and  1584,  the  one  to  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert,  the  other 
to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  which  were  limited  to  a  certain 
number  of  leagues,  but  thoee  issued  in  1606,  1608  and 

I  1611,  by  James  L,  in  the  charters  for  Virginia,  were  de- 
clared to  embrace  the  whole  extent  of  country  from 
thirty-four  to  forty-five  degrees  of  north  latitude,  ex- 
tending from  sea  to  sea,  always  excepting  the  temto- 

I  ries  of  any  Christian  Prince  or  people. 

It  is  believed  that  when  these  charters  were  granted 
by  the  Monarchs  of  England,  they  were  nut  well  ap- 

!  prized  of  the  extent  of  country  they  were  givii^ 
away,  but  from  their  reservaUons.  in  regard  to  the  ttUe 
of  ChriaUan  Princes  or  people,  they  were  apprtted  of 
the  title  of  Spain  upon  the  western  ocean,  though  not 
informed  of  lU  extent ;  as  it  u  evident  from  the  woida 
Christian  and  infidel  often  occurring,  both  in  the  char- 
ters of  the  Monarchs  and  the  bulls  of  the  Pope,  the 
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legitimate  aoTereigns,  as  well  a«  people  of  thit  coantry, 
10  that  Jay,  were  considered  as  possessing  no  rights. 
With  whatever  care  thej  avoided  collisions  with  each 
other  respecting  territory  which  might  produce  a  war 
with  a  Power  equally  skilled  in  the  military  art  with 
themselves,  they  were  not  scrupulous  in  dispossessing 
the  natives  of  both  Americas  of  their  country,  all  of 
whom  were  as  brave,  as  generous,  and  magnanimous 
as  themselves,  and  some  of  whom  as  far  advanced  in 
eivilisation  and  the  arU  of  peace,  though  not  profess- 
ing to  be  Christians,  or  skilled  in  war. 

The  opinion  of  Europe  undergoing  another  change 
upon  the  subject  of  discoveries  in  unknown  regions, 
they  were  now  reduced  to  a  moredefinite  and  reasona- 
ble extent,  consequently,  in  a  few  years,  a  third  mode 
of  obtaining  territory  came  to  be  admitted  by  all  as  the 
basis  on  which  they  could  safely  rely  for  a  just  decision 
of  their  claims,  should  difficulties  present  themselves  ; 
and  one  which,  to  a  moderate  extent,  gave  to  alt  na- 
tions the  benefit  of  their  own  labors.  By  this  rule, 
too,  all  the  territory  thus  acquired  was  vested  in  the 
Sute  rather  than  the  Crown,  which  Spanish  juris- 
prudence, under  the  authority  of  the  Pope,  seemed  to 
consider. 

Hence,  the  Power  which    discovered  a  country  was 
entitled   to  the  whole  extent   of  soil  watered   by  the 
springs  of  the  principal  river  or  water  course  passing  ■ 
through  it,   provided   there  was  settlement  made,  or 
possession  taken,  with  the  usual  formaliUes,  in  the 
name  and  on  the  behalf  of  the  Government  to  whom  ' 
the  individual   owed    allegiance.     Though  the    tacit 
consent  of  all  seemed  to  yield  the  sovereignty  from  sea 
to  sea,  where  no  settlement  or  express  possession  was 
had  of  an  intermediate  country  ;  and  such  right  was 
held  good    to  the  whole  extent,  but  not  wholly  con-  ' 
firmed  untiJ  another  settlement  was  made  at  a  dis- 
tinct point  upon  the  same  territory  beyond  the  water 
of  the  first,  or  so  distant  aa  not  manifestly  to  encroach 
upon  the  esUbhshments   of  the  coast ;  other  Powers, 
though,  might  avail  themselves  of  the  failure  of  the 
first  to  occupy  another   principal   stream,  or  disUnt 
pomt,  and  become  thereby  vested  with  a   full  right  of  ' 
sovereignty.     This  seems  to  have  been  the  condition 
of  America  unUl  the  close  of  the  war  of  1812  ;  since 
which  time  all  treaties  have  yielded   to  the  different 
Powers,  m  full  right,  all  they  claimed,  either  by  settle- 
ment, or  from  the    failure  of  others  to  occupy    the 
prmcipal  streams  when  they  might  do  so.     There  is 
now  no  longer  territory  to  be  obtained  by  settlement 
or  discovery;    and  if  there  should  be  any  difficulty,  it 
wUI  be  where  the  different  limits  of  the  different  Pow- 
ers shall  be  fixed. 

ImprcBsed  with  a  belief,  that,  under  this  mode,  val-  i 
uable  possessions  might  be  added  to  the  French  mon-  ' 
arcby,  it  is  presumed  Sieurs  Joliet  and  .Marquette 
penetrated  the  unknown  wilderness  from  Canada,  and 
ducovered  the  Mississippi  so  long  ago  as  the  year 
167J,  and  explored  it  down  to  the  Arkansas.  Per- 
haps, encouraged  by  their  success,  a  few  years  after 
Hennepin  visited  those  regions,  and  pursued  that  river 
to  ly  mouth.  His  representaUons.  with  other  consid- 
eraUons,  two  years  alter,  induced  M.  de  la  Salle  and 
M.  Tonu  to  descend  that  river  with  a  considerable 
force  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  they  are  believed  to  have 
built  the  fort  during  that  trip,  the  bricks  and  other 
remains  of  which  are  now  to  be  seen  on  the  first  hiirh 
ground  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi,  below  the 
mouth  of  the  White  river. 

Alter  this  period,  in  1685,  M.  de  la  Salle,  being  on 


his  return  from  France,  landed  on  th«  west  aido  of  the 
Rio  Colorado,  in  the  bay  of  St.  Bernard,  and  planted 
a  considerable  colony  there,  taking  poMeasion,  in  due 
and  bolemw  form,  in  the  name  of  the  French  King. 
Such  were  the  discoveries  which  gave  to  France  the 
country  called  Louisiana,  from  the  Rio  Grande  del 
Norte,  being  the  next  great  river  to  the  west  of  that 
settlement,  along  the  mountains  of  Mexico  and  Spain 
west,  as  the  western  limits,  and  California  as  the  east- 
ern boundary.  That  France,  and  all  other  nations 
interested  in  its  boundary,  considered  it  in  the  same 
light,  is  ascertained  in  various  ways,  to  the  conviction 
of  the  most  incredulous. 

In  consequence  of  these  settlemenU  and  discove- 
ries of   the   French,    Louis  XIV.  granted,  by  letters 
I  patent,  in  the  year  1712,  to  Anthony  Crozat,  the  ex- 
:  elusive   commerce  of  that   country,    and    defines  its 
boundary,  declaring   that   it  comprehends    all  lauds, 
I  coasts,  and  islands,  situated  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  be- 
I  tween  Carohna  on  the  east,  and  Old  and  New  Mexico 
I  on  the  west.     The  French  title  to  these  boundaries  is 
1  fu^ther   establifched  by  the  Chevalier  de  Champigny, 
who  lived  in  the  country,    and   declares  Louisiana  to 
extend  to  the  Rio  Grande  del   Norte,  and  the  moan- 
Uins  of  Mexico.     This  appears  to  be  the  opinion  of 
other  writers,  who,  it  is  presumed,  had  the  most  iuti- 
:  mate  knowledge  of  the  subject,  and  among  them  we 
find   that   intelligent   statesman,   the  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes,  in  a  work  entiUed  an  Historical  and  Political 
I  Memoir  of  Louisiana,  where  he  says,  it  is  bounded  by 
Florida  on  the  east,  and  by  Mexico  on  the  west.    The 
same  extent  is  sssigned  to  it  by  Don  Antonio  de  Al- 
cedo,  an  officer  of  high  rank  in  the  service  of  Spain, 
entitled  "  Diccionario  Geografico  Historico  de  las  In- 
dias  OccidenUles  6  America."     Don  Thomas  Lopez, 
geographer  to  the  King  of  Spain,  in  a  map  publiabed 
in  1762,  is  of  the  same  opinion,  which  is   supported 
by  the  opinion  of  De  Lisle,  of  the  Royal  Academj  of 
Pans,  in  the  year  1782. 

Upon  the  testimony  of  so  many  respectable  writers, 
I  many  of  whom  were  in  the  employment  of  both  France 
and  Spain,  not  to  mention  the  authority  of  Du  Praiz, 
it  is  believed  the  United  States  may  with  safety  rely 
they  having,  by  the  Treaty  of  Paris  of  1803,  become 
possessed  of  the  French  title.     If,  however,  there  ex- 
ists any  obscurity  in   Ihe  boundary  of  that  province, 
Spain,  with  whom  it  is  supposed  the  title  conflicU,  baa 
no  right  to  claim  any  benefit  arising  from  it.  as  oil  the 
writers  and   geographers    above   referred  to   agree  in 
fixing  Mexico,  New  Spain,  the  Rio  Grande  del  Norte, 
and  the  mountains  of  Mexico,  as  the  true  boundary 
anterior  to  the  treaty  of  1763.     If  she,  then,  by  treaty, 
obuined  from  France  that  country,  with  these  limiu, 
as  asserted  by  France,    and  different  ones  not  being 
stipulated    for   by    her,    she    cannot    now,    with    any 
shadow  of  justice,  propose  others.     Moreover,  Spain, 
by  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso,  retroceded  this  same 
country  to  France,  with  the  same  extent  of  boundary 
It  had  when  originally  in  her  possession,  thereby  con- 
firming to  France,  without  doubt,  all  she  originally 
claimed,  particularly,  aa  no  notice  is  there  Uken  of  the 
invalidity  of  the  original  French  title  to  the  full  extent 
of  their  claim  ;  at  all  erenU,  it  is  believed,  if  there  was 
difficulty  in    regard    to    it,    during    this   last    transfer 
would  have  been  the  time  to  adjust  it;  or,  by  the  law 
of  nations,  it  is  thought,  as  well  as  candor  and  good 
faith,  she  has  not,  or  ought  not,  to  be  permitted  to  in- 
sist  upon  other  boundaries.     That  law,  in  one  place, 
declares,  that  "  if  the  party  making  them  (meaning 
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grants  or  ceaaions)  fails  to  express  himaelf  clearly  and 
plainly,  it  is  the  worse  for  him ;  he  cannot  be  allowed  i 
to  introduce,  subsequently,  restrictions  which  he  haa  | 
not  expressed." 

It  is  proper,  before  this  part  of  the  subject  is  paaaed 
over,  to  remark,  that,  from  the  examination  of  the 
best  records  of  the  times,  from  the  discovery  of  Ame- 
rica until  the  year  1763.  the  bull  of  the  Pope  rather 
gave  a  title  to  the  country,  the  coast  of  which  had 
been  examined  by  the  Spaniards,  than  confirmed,  be- 
yond the  participation  of  other  nations,  the  hemis- 
phere west  of  the  Azores ;  l)Ut,  where  an  extensive 
coast  had  been  discovered  by  them,  and  no  settlement 
attempted  previoua  to  1763,  that  coast,  and  iU  ex- 
tended interior,  haa  been  considered  the  property  of 
the  nation  so  discovering  it;  or  discovering  the  interior, 
the  unoccupied  coasts  becomes  a  part. 

Great  Briuin,  aa  waa  her  interest,  maintained  for  a 
long  lime  the  old  notion  of  a  right  to  grant  by  charter 
all  the  countries  from  sea  to  sea,  where  it  did  not  in- 
terfere with  the  territory  of  any  Christian  Prince  or 
people  ;  and  her  obstinate  adherence  to  that  system  is 
considered  as  largely  contributing  to  the  production  of 
the  war  of  1756,  when  she  was  opposed  by  France  and 
Spain,  as  granting  away  almost  all  Mexico  and  the 
French  possessions,  both  claiming  much  of  the  inter- 
mediate country,  and  the  coast  of  the  Pacific.  Great 
Briuin,  at  the  close  of  that  war,  abandoned  her  pre- 
tensions, and  gave  manifestations  of  her  sincerity,  by 
revoking  the  first  charter  granted  lo  Georgia,  and  in 
the  second,  in  1764,  limited  it  lo  the  Mississippi,  and 
agreed,  in  1763,  to  limit  her  whole  territory  to  that 
river  in  the  west. 

Where  territory  has  been  acquired,  as  already  shown, 
upon  any  coast,  and  the  same  coast  is  actually  settled,  or 
occupied  by  another  Power,  at  such  a  distance  as  not 
manifestly  to  encroach  upon  the  first,  the  point  equidis- 
tant from  either  is  considered  as  the  utmost  limits  of 
each.  This  principle,  it  is  believed,  was  fixed  snd  set- 
tled by  all  the  most  important  treaties  which  have 
engaged  the  Powers  of  Europe  in  affairs  apperUining, 
in  any  way,  to  possessions  in  this  country,  and,  it  is 
believed,  was  acted  upon  and  sanctioned,  not  only  by 
the  treaty  of  17(i3,  but,  in  some  measure,  by  that  of 
Utrecht,  in  1713. 

Spain,  by  virtue  of  her  original  discovery,  and  actual 
settlement  in  Mexico,  together  with  her  title  to  Lou- 
isiana, claimed  the  Pacific  coast  of  North  America,  as 
high  up  as  the  sixtieth  degree  of  north  latitude ;  and, 
to  enforce  her  claim,  in  the  year  1789,  sent  a  ship  of 
war  up  the  coaat  to  capture  or  drive  from  those  wa- 
ters several  English  vessels  fitted  out  in  the  East 
Indies  by  English  merchanU,  upon  their  own  autho- 
rity, and  at  their  own  risk,  to  trade  with  the  natives 
in  that  quarter.  This  service  was  performed  by  Mar- 
tinez, of  His  Calholic  Majesty's  navy ;  and,  in  the 
year  1790,  became  the  subject  of  a  messsge  from  the 
British  King  to  his  Parliament.  Although  much  debate 
ensued,  and  some  resentment  was  expressed  towards 
Spain  for  her  treatment  of  the  British  subjecU  who 
were  made  prisoners,  yet  no  claim  was  alleged  on  the 
part  of  England  to  territory  there.  Great  BriUin,  in 
the  course  of  that  transaction,  seems  to  have  recog- 
nised the  claim  of  Spain,  and  was  willing  to  treat  for 
the  enjoyment  of  privileges  on  that  coaat,  which  she 
obuined,  and  was,  by  stipulations,  invested  with  the 
further  right  to  fish  even  as  low  down  as  the  Gulf  of 
California. 

.  The  Spanish  monarch,  being  in   possession  of  tHe 


French  title,  regardless  of  that  which  the  United  SUtes 
had  obtained,  according  to  the  mode  last  adopted,  felt 
great  confidence  in  his  negotiations  with  the  British 
Government,  in  the  year  1790.  But  the  territory,  the 
title  to  which  gave  that  confidence,  has  since,  by  the 
Treaty  of  Paria,  come  into  the  posaession  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  it  is  believed  the  Treaty  of  St  Ildelonso 
confirmed  to  France  the  full  extent  of  boundary  ori- 
ginally claimed,  Spain  taking  no  notice  of  the  original 
error,  if  any  existed. 

Under  this  view  of  the  ease,  the  United  States,  being 
possessed  of  the  title  of  France,  and,  by  a  just  appli- 
cation of  the  law  of  nations,  that  of  Spain  too,  if  she 
ever  had  any,  leaves  them  the  undisputed  sovereignty 
of  that  coast,  from  the  sixtieth  degree  of  north  latitude 
down  to  thirty-six,  which  is  believed  to  be  the  situation 
of  the  mounUins  of  Mexico,  alluded  to  in  all  the  au- 
thors and  charU  before  referred  to.    If,  however,  there 
should  remain  a  doubt,  that  doubt  is  relieved  by  a  ref- 
erence to  the  subordinate  principle  recognised  by  the 
Treaties  of  Utrecht  and  Paris,  in  1763.     When  we 
know  that  all  the  formalities  deemed  necessary  in  the 
possession  of  a  newly  discovered  country  have  been 
complied  with  on  the  part  of  the  United  Sutes ;  that, 
in    the   year  1785-'6,  an   esUblishment  was  made  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river,  by  Mr.  Hendricks, 
the  full  and   entire  benefit  of  whose  courage,  enter- 
prise, and  success,  results  to  this  Union  ;  and  that  at  a 
later  day,  in  1806,  Messrs.  Lewis  and  Clark,  in  execut* 
ing  the  desires  of  this  Government,  again  visited  the 
Columbia  and  the  Western  ocean,  twelve  miles  from 
which  they  built  Fort  Clotsop,  yet  to  be  seen — these 
establishments  made  by  the  United  States,  not  so  near 
the  settlements  of  California  as  manifestly  to  encroach 
upon  them,  entitle  them  to  the  whole  country  north 
of  Columbia  river.     And,   in  applying  the  principle 
known  to  govern  in  such  cases,  the  point  equidisUnt 
from  the  Spanish  actual  settlemenU  and  the  mouth  of 
thst  river  is  the  true  point  at   which   a  line   drawn 
separating  the  two  countries  should  commence.     The 
actual  settlemenU  of  Spain  are  believed  to  have  been, 
at  that  time,  upon  the  Colorado  of  California,  in  lati- 
tude  32°  north  ;  but,  even  supposing  the  point  to  be 
the  extreme  south  of  the  claim  of  the  United  Sutes, 
which  is  believed  to  be   36°,  then  the  line  of  separa- 
tion would  fall  at  41°.     And,  if  any  doubt  arose  as  to 
the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  full  extent  of 
the  Spanish  title,  to  the  north  of  Fort  Clotsop,  so  high 
as  60  degrees  of  latitude,  there  could  remain  no  doubt 
as  far  as  the  equidisUnt  point,  which  would  be  at  the 
completion  of  the  53d  degree  of  latitude,  leaving  us 
twelve  degrees  of  coast  on  that  ocean. 

From  every  information  that  can  be  obuined,  worthy 
to  be  relied  upon,  our  coast  on  the  Pacific  for  years 
psst,  has  been  the  theatre  of  much  individual  enter- 
prise, stimulated  by  the  rich  returns  of  numerous  whale 
ships,  and  the  great  profit  of  the  fur  trade,  together 
with  the  flattering  accounU  of  Messrs.  Lewis  and 
Clark,  relative  to  the  resources  of  the  interior,  though 
no  regular  trade  or  well  organized  system  of  commerce 
existed  until  the  year  1810,  in  the  course  of  which 
year  a  veasel  was  fitted  out  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
well  supplied  with  provisions  and  seed  of  every  de- 
scription necessary  in  a  permanent  occupation  of  the 
coast,  which  they  contemplated.  This  UtUe  colony 
consisted  of  an  hundred  and  twenty  men  when  it  ar- 
rived in  the  Columbia;  and  after  ascertaining  lU 
soundioga,  they  removed  some  miles  above  Fort  Clot- 
sop, and  built  the  town  of  Astoria,  where  a  portion  of 
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them  caUivrnted  the  eoit,  whilst  the  other*  engmged  in 
the  fur  trsde  with  the  natives.     The  soil  wm  foand  to 
be  rich,  and  well  adapted  to  the  caltare  of  all  the  use- 
ful vegetables  found  in  anj  part  of  the  United  States ; 
as  turnips,  potatoes,  onions,  rje,  wheat,  melons  of 
▼arious  kinds,  cucumbers,  and  everj  species  of  pease. 
In  the  course  of  a  year  or  two,  it  was  believed  their 
interest  would  be  promoted  by  cultivating  and  secur- 
ing the  friendship  and  confidence  of  the  tribes  inhabit- 
ing the  waters  of  that  great  river ;  to  which  end,  the 
town  of  Astoria  was  maintained  by  about  thirty  men, 
whilst  the  reiit  established   themselves  at  five  other 
points,  to  become   fixed  stations,  to  raise  their  own 
vegetables,  trade  with  the  natives,  and  receive  supplies 
of  merchandise  from  the  general  depot  of  Astoria,  and 
to  return  to  it  the  fruits  o(  their  labor.     One  of  these 
subordinate    establishments  appears  to  have  been  at 
the  mouth  of  Lewis's  river  ;  one  at  Lantou  ;  a  third  on 
the  Columbia,  six  hundred  miles  from  the  ocean,  at 
the  confluence  of  the  Wantana  river;  a  fourth  oo  the 
east  fork  of  Lewis's  river  ;  and  the  fiith  on  the  Mult- 
nomah.    Thus  situated,  this  enterprising  little  coiony 
succeeded  well  in  all  their  undertakings,  nor  met  with 
but  one  miafortune,  which  seemed  to  partake  largely 
of  that  kind  which  had,  for  a  long  time,  so  certainly 
and  so  unseen,  been  inflicted   upon  our  Western  in- 
habitants ;  this  was  tbe  loss  of  the  Tonquin,  a  vesael 
they  had  Uken  from  New  York,  whilst  trading  down 
the  coast,  where,  in  time  past,  she  had  been,  in  com- 
mon with  tbe  ships  of  some  European  Powers,  enjoy- 
ing the  friendship  and  confidence  of  the  natives.    This 
confidence  had  by  some  means  been  destroyed,  and, 
whilst  they  induoMJ  many  of  the  ship's  company  to 
go  on  shore,  many  of  their  own  number  went  on  board 
the  ship,  and  suddenly  attacking  the  crew,  the  whole 
were  destroyed,  as  well  as  the  vessel.     This,  though  a 
great  affliction  to  the  survivors  on   the  Columbia,  did 
not  dishearten   them,  as  other  vessels  were  expected 
aooa  to  arrive,  and,  with  these  expectations,  they  con- 
tinued their  trade,  which,  becoming   profitable,  they 
were  tbe  less  inclined  to  abandon.   But  theoperations  of 
the  war  of  1812,  which  took  place  between   the  Uni- 
tad  State*  and  Great  Britain,  were  destined  to  mar  their 
prosperity.     That  Government,  it  appears,  despatched 
a  vessel  of  war  called  the  Raccoon,  to  destroy  or  poa- 
sesa  Astoria,  which,  by  tbe  assistance  of  the  Indians, 
influenced  by  the  Northwest  and  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
panies of  fur  traders,  they  were  easily  enabled  to  do ; 
and  have,  from  that  period  to  the  present  time,  con- 
tinued to  reside  at  it,  as  well  as  on  the  river  above, 
though  a  messenger  or  agent  was  sent  by  the  author- 
ity of  the  United  States  to  receive,  and  diJ  receive, 
that  post  from  them,  at  the  close  of  the  late  war. 

From  every  reflection  which  the  committee  have 
been  able  to  bestow  upon  the  facts  connected  with 
thja  Mibj«:t,  they  are  incltoad  to  believe  the  Colum- 
bia, in  a  commercial  point  of  view,  a  position  of  the 
utmoet  importance  ;  the  fisheries  on  that  coast,  its  open 
aea,  aad  ita  poaitioa  in  regard  to  China,  which  uiiers 
the  best  market  for  the  vast  quantities  of  furs  taken 
in  those  regions,  and  our  increasing  trade  throughout 
that  ocean,  seems  to  demand  immediate  attention. 

The  fur  of  every  country  which  has  produced  it,  has 
been  ever  esteemed  one  of  its  most  valuable  commodi- 
ties, and  has  long  held  a  rank  among  the  most  profit- 
able article*  of  commerce  ;  it  was  much  sought  for 
even  in  tbe  days  of  Tatila,  a  Visigoth,  who  reigned  in 
Italy  about  the  year  623,  at  which  time  they  drew 
their  supplies  from  the  Suethons,  who  inhabited  that 


part  of  Europe  called  Swe^n.  The  Welch  set  a  high 
value  on  them  as  early  as  the  time  of  Howd  Dda,  in 
940,  and,  from  its  being  first  an  article  of  drees,  used 
only  by  the  poorer  clasri  of  the  community,  it  by  grad- 
ually extending  itself  came  to  be  one  of  luxury  of  the 
higher  value,  in  which  kings  and  princes  vied  with 
each  other  in  their  costly  magnificence  and  display; 
their  clothes  were  not  on^  fashioned  of  them,  bat  even 
their  tents  were  lined  with  the  finest  varieties.  Such 
was  the  display  of  the  Cham  of  Tartary,  when  he  was 
visited  in  his  tent  by  Marco  Polo,  about  the  year  136S. 
It  had  become  so  much  in  use,  nnd  so  high  in  price, 
that  Edward  III.,  in  the  year  1337,  deemed  it  ex- 
pedient to  prohibit  its  use  to  any  but  those  who  could 
aflbrd  to  spend  an  hundred  pounds  a  year,  without 
detriment  to  their  property.  At  that  day,  having  ex- 
hausted those  parU  of  Europe  which  had  supplied  them, 
the  price  increasing  with  a  growing  demand,  they 
were  obliged  to  seek  them  elsewhere,  and  procured 
their  supplies  from  the  north  of  Asia.  This,  for  a  long 
time,  poured  into  the  adjoining  parts  of  £ur^>pe,  im- 
mense sums,  as  it  was  in  that  direction  they  were 
brought  to  markeL  This  trade,  so  valuable  to  that 
part  of  the  world,  had  no  competition,  nor  were  other 
sources  of  supply  even  known  until  Francis  I.  of 
France,  in  the  year  1514,  sent  Jacques  Curtis,  of  8t. 
Maloes,  to  make  discoveries  in  this  country.  That 
gentleman  entered  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  exchanged 
his  merchandise  for  fur,  which  waa  the  conunenceaaent 
of  a  feeble  trade,  that  was  continued  until  the  year 
1606,  when  Samuel  Champlain  went  some  distance  up 
that  river,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  the  town  of  Que- 
bec, as  a  trading  establishment,  and  commenced  a 
system  which,  however,  did  not  greatly  flourish  until 
about  the  year  1649.  But  very  soon  after  that  coun- 
try came  into  the  possession  of  Englsnd,  this  trade 
was  cherished  and  greatly  increased,  and  the  dominion 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  enabled  her  not  only  to  aupply 
Ruasia  itaelf,  and  all  Europe,  but  even  to  aend  it  to 
Turkey,  and  round  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  to  distant 
China.  That  trade  which  had  destroyed  all  competi- 
tion, and,  in  the  hands  of  well  regulated  companies,  waa 
cspable  of  enriching  an  empire,  had  yielded  a  part 
of  iu  profits  to  the  skill  and  industry  of  individuals 
upon  our  western  shore  ;  that  skill  and  that  industry 
has  withered,  not  for  the  want  of  fostering  care,  but 
justice  and  protection. 

The  fur  trade  of  Canada  has  long  been  condacted 
by  well  organized  companies  ;  snd,  although  they 
encounUr  infinite  diilicullies,  yet  the  great  profit  of 
their  buaiaess  enables  them  to  overcome  them,  and  to 
divide  a  considerable  per  centage.  All  those  articles  in- 
tended as  supplies  fur  the  Indians  are  ahippcd  at  Man- 
treal  and  carried  far  into  the  interior,  through  lakea, 
and  rivers,  and  difficult  streams,  until  they  arrive  even 
in  the  vicinity  of  tbe  Rocky  Mountains.  The  in- 
creaaing  wealth  derived  from  this  source,  induced  a 
large  increase  of  capital,  and  corresponding  exertion* 
to  obtain  a  more  extensive  knowledge  of  the  rivers  and 
lakes  through  which  their  merchaudiae  waa  to  be  car- 
ried, and  a  more  extensive  acquaintance  with  the 
natives,  among  whom  they  were  eventually  to  be  dis- 
posed of  for  furs,  the  produce  of  the  labor  of  the  savafa. 
With  views  of  this  kind,  small  parties  have  been  des- 
patched, at  diflferent  times,  from  the  year  1774  until 
the  year  1793,  to  examine  tbe  rivers  of  the  West.  At 
tbe  period  last  mentioned,  one  of  those  parties,  under 
the  direction  of  Alexander  McKenzie,  penetrated  even 
to  the  WesUrn  ocean,  thereby  greatly  adding  to  their 
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stock  of  uaeiul  knowledg e  in  that  branch  of  commerce, 
which  they  have  not  failed  duly  to  appreciate.  Not- 
withstanding the  great  difficulties  which  the  Britieh 
furriers  encounter,  from  the  embarrassment  of  their 
commerce  by  their  difEerent  systems  of  exclusive  priv- 
ilege, these  companies  find  it  a  source  of  vast  profit, 
far  exceeding  any  thing  known  in  the  United  States ; 
this,  too,  when  the  merchsndise  is  so  much  advanced 
in  price,  from  the  distance  and  the  numerous  obstruc- 
tions. The  enhanced  value  of  the  articles,  and  their 
difficulties  in  transporting  them,  may  be  fully  under- 
stood, when  it  is  known  the  tract  of  transport  is  equal 
to  three  or  four  thousand  miles,  through  more  than 
aixty  lakes,  some  of  them  very  considerable  in  extent, 
and  numerous  rivers,  and  the  means  of  trsnsportation 
are  bark  canoes.  Furthermore,  these  wsters  are  in- 
terrupted in  at  least  an  hundred  places,  by  falla  and 
rapids,  along  which  the  trader  has  to  carry  his  mer- 
chandise on  his  back,  and  over  an  hundred  and  thirty 
carrying  places,  from  twenty  or  thirty  yards  in  extent 
to  thirteen  miles,  where  both  canoe  and  cargo  have 
to  be  conveyed  by  the  same  means. 

These  are  some  of  the  obstructions  which  the  North- 
west  Company   encounter ;    yet   their   exports  from 
Quebec   slune   are  valued  at   more  than  a   million  of 
dollars  annually,  without  reference  to  those  brought  to 
the  United  States,  and  shipped  from  New  York  and 
Philadelphia  direct  to   China,  rather  than  incur  the 
cost  nnd  delay  in  procuring  them  a  passage  to  London, 
and  thence  to  India,  in  the  ships  of  the  East  India 
Company.     Indeed,  it  appears  that  many  of  the  goods 
of  thst  company,  destined   for  this   trade,  particularly 
on  the  coast  of  the  Pacific,  are  ahipped  to  Boston,  and 
immediately  reshipped  in    American  vesseli>,  for  the 
benefit   of  drawback.     These   vessels   are  sometimes 
employed  to  make  a  voyage  for  them  from  the  mouth 
df  Columbia  to  Canton.     To  illustrate  more  fully  the 
increasing   value  of  this  trade,  it  is  only   necessary  to 
observe,  that  from  Quebec, in  1803,  there  were  exported 
the  likins  of  six  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  twenty-nine  quadrupeds,  ninety-three  thou- 
aand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight  of  which  were 
the  beaver.     Since  that  time  they  have  extended  their 
trade  beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  have,  as  has 
already   been   observed,  established  themselves  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Columbia.     The  amount  of  their  export 
from  that  port  cannot  be  ascertained,  but  it  is  thought 
to  be  of  great  value.     The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  is 
believed  to  be  considerable,  and,  from  estate  of  former 
depression,  is  fast  becoming  the  rival  of  the  other,  but 
for  aeveral  year*  past  have  withdrawn  their  traders 
from  the  west  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains;  they  have 
fewer  difticulliea  to  overcome  in  arriving  at  the  highest 
point  of  navigation  than    the  Northwest    Company. 
Their  routo  is  through  the  Hudson's  Bay,  the  Nelson 
river,  to  Lake  Winnipeg ;  thence,  by  passing   other 
Iskes,  they  ascend  the  Red  river  to  their  establish- 
ment, which  is  within  ninety  miles  of  the  Missouri 
river,  at  a  point  called   the  Mandan  villages.     This 
river   tskes    its  rise    in   the    Rocky  Mountains,    in 
about  the  forty-third  degree  of  latitude,  and  observes 
a  course  north  and  northeast  towards  Hudson's  Bay, 
until  it  arrives  at  the  Mandan  villages,  a  distance  of 
nearly  twelve  hundred  miles,  when  it  turns  short  to  the 
■outb,  without  any  apparent  cause,  and  joins  the  Mis- 
aiasippi;  the  water  running  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  at 
that  point,  approaching  within  one  mile,  and  no  hill 
or  high   ground  to  separate  them,  of  any  magnitude. 
Yet,  notwithsUnding  the  many  advantages  which  the 


Hudson's  Bay  Company  posacased  ovw  the  North- 
west Company,  the  Earl  of  Selkirk,  the  patron  of  the 
former,  and  a  roan  of  uncommon  enterprise,  was  ex- 
ceedingly desirous  to  obtain  the  privilege  of  supplying 
his  establishments  upon  the  Red  river,  by  ascending 
the  Mississippi  to  the  St.  Petor's  ;  thence,  to  its  source 
in  Stone  Lake ;  then,  by  a  short  portage,  through  open 
woods  and  a  level  country,  to  his  stations ;  or,  toking 
the  route  by  the  Missouri  to  the  Mandan  villages, 
thence  by  a  portage  of  ninety  miles,  to  his  place  of  des- 
tination. The  exports  of  this  company,  for  a  short 
time  past,  have  been  very  little  less  than  those  of  the 
Northwest  Company. 

The    committee,  from  carefully  examining  all  the 
facts  connected  with  the  subject  referred  to  them,  are 
well  persuaded  that  the  situation  of  the  United  Stotea 
is   such  as  to  enable  it  to  possess  sll  tbe  benefits  de- 
rived from  this  trade,  which,  in  the  hands  of  others, 
amounts  to  millions  ;  many  of  whose  trading  establish- 
ments   east  of  the  Rocky   Mountains  are  within  the 
acknowledged  limits  of  this  Republic,  as  fixed  by  the 
Convention  of  London  of  the  20th  of  October,  1818  ; 
and,  it  is  believed,  that  no  Power,  with  the  exception 
of  Spain,  has  sny  just  claim  to  territory  west  of  them, 
or  on  the  Pacific.     The  dependence  for  subsistence  of 
many  of  those  establishments,  is  upon    the  bufTalo 
beef  huntod  by  the  Assiniboin  Indians,  who  inhabit 
the  country  between   the  river  of  that  name  and  the 
Missouri ;    their   hunting    ground   is  far   within  our 
boundary.     To  succeed  in  procuring  to  the  people  of 
the  United   Sutes  all  the  wealth  flowing  from  this 
source,  it  is  only  necessary  to  occupy  with  a  small 
trading  guard  the  most  northeastern  point  upon  the 
Missouri  river,  and  confine  the  fbreignera  to  their  own 
territory  ;  at  the  same  time  occupying,  with  a  similar 
guard,  the  mouth  of  Columbia.    The  great  profit  de- 
rived from  this  trade  by  the  Canadian  companies,  when 
we  know  the  distance  and  obstructions  in  their  rivers, 
and  in  the  various  streams  they  ascend  in  carrying  it 
on.  the  advance  of  price  consequent  upon  it  becomes 
rather  a  matter  of  amazement  than  otherwise,  and 
inclines  us  to  examine  our  own  rivers  with  a  view  to 
the  same  object.     Instead,  however,  of  those  formidable 
obstructions,  we  find  a  smooth  and  deep  river  running 
through  a  boundless  extent  of  the  moot  fertile  soil  on 
this  continent,  containing  within  it*  limiu  all  thoae 
vsluabie  furs  which  have  greatly  enriched  others ;  a 
ceruin,  safe,  and  easy  navigation,  with  a  portage  of 
only  two  hundred  miles,  uniung  it  with  another  river, 
equally    smooth,  deep,  and   certain,   running  to  the 
great   Western  ocean.      Thus   are    those  two   great 
oceans  seps  rated  by  a  single  portage  of  two  hundred 
miles  !     The  practicability  of  a  speedy,  safe,  and  easy 
communication  with  the  Pacific,  is  no  longer  a  matter 
of  doubt  or  conjecture :  from  information  not  to  be 
doubted,  the  Rocky  Mountain*  at  this  time,  in  several 
places,  are  so  smooth  and  open  that  the  labor  of  ten 
men  for  twenty  daya  would  enable  a  wagon  with  ita 
usual  freight  to  pass  with  great  facihty  from  the  nav- 
igable water  of  the  Missouri  to  that  of  the  Columbia; 
the  actual  distance  from  river  to  river  several  hundred 
miles  from  their  source,  that  is,  from   the  great  Falla 
of  Missouri  to  the  fork  of  Clark's  river,  is  one  hundred 
and   forty-nine  milea ;  the  distance,  therefore,  of  two 
hundred  miles  is  to  good  navigation  on  the  Columlna, 
which  is  the  only   river  of  any  magnitude  upon  that 
whole  const,  north  of  the  Colorada  ot  California,  though 
there  are  aeveral  good  harbors,  secure  and  safe  for  vca- 
sels  of  any  sixe. 
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Th«  region  of  country  from  the  ocean  to  the  head 
of  tiJe  water,  which  it  about  two  hundred  milea,  is 
heavily  timbered,  with  a  great  variety  of  wood  well 
calculated  for  ahip  building,  and  every  species  of  cabi- 
net or  carpenter  •  work ;  though  there  ia  a  heavily 
timbered  country  thence  for  two  hundred  miles  further, 
yet  it  ia  of  a  lesiier  growth,  and  quality  not  so  dura- 
ble ;  at  that  point  commencea  the  plain  country,  when 
the  soil  becomes  more  thin,  and  almost  without  wood, 
until  it  arrives  at  the  table  lands  below  the  mountain. 
Though  the  soil  of  this  region  ia  not  so  good  as  in  any 
other  part  of  this  great  valley,  yet  it  produces  grass  of 
thefine«t  quality,  and  Ik  emphatically  calltd  the  region 
favorable  to  the  production  of  the  horse ;  this  noble 
animal,  to  far  surpassing  all  others  in  usefulness,  cour- 
age, and  swiftness,  is  here  produced  in  greater  perfec- 
tion than  even  in  Andalusia  or  Virginia.  But,  inde- 
pendent of  all  the  wealth  which  may  be  derived  from 
the  fur  trade  of  that  river  and  the  Missouri,  the  secu- 
rity too  which  the  peace  of  this  country  would  find  in 
the  influence  which  the  American  traders  would  ob- 
tain over  the  native,  is  the  increasing  commerce  in 
the  Western  ocean.  There  is  no  employment  so  well 
calculated  to  make  good  seamen  as  the  whale  fisheries, 
which  are  known  to  be  more  profitable  on  this  coast 
than  any  other ;  at  the  same  time  the  oil  is  far  prefer- 
able to  that  taken  on  any  other  coast,  being  clear  and 
transparent  as  rock  water.  While  so  many  of  our 
citizens  are  industriously  engaged  in  the  various 
branches  of  trade  in  those  seas,  more  valuable  to  this 
country,  it  is  believed,  than  any  other;  while  all  na- 
tions who  have  claims  upon  that  coast,  and  some  who 
have  none,  are  anxious  to  occupy  some  position  upon 
it,  even  at  a  vast  expense,  to  enable  them  to  partici- 
pate in  its  benefits,  we  have  neglected  to  extend  to  it 
any  portion  of  our  care,  though  it  appears,  from  the 
best  information,  that  there  is  at  this  time  eight  mil- 
lions of  property  owned  by  citizens  of  this  Republic  in 
the  Pacific  ocean. 

Russia,  whose  dominions  on  the  Asiatic  coast,  oc- 
cupy nearly  the  same  position  upon  that  side,  which 
oura  do  on   this,  has  long   been  well  informed  of  the 

•  great  and  increasing  value  of  that  commerce ;  and 
while  she  has  been  nowhere  visible,  not  even  to  the 
powers  of  £urope,  only  as  she  has  of  late  taken  part 
in  a  few  memorable  enterprises,  she  has  been  felt 
everywhere.  No  labor,  care,  or  expense,  is  avoided,  to 
make  tributary  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe;  forts, 
magazines,  towns,  cities,  and  trade,  seem  to  arise  on 
that  coast  as  if  by  magic ;  with  an  army  of  a  million 
of  men,  she  sits  nat  only  in  proud  security  as  it  re- 
gards Europe,  and  menaces  the  Turk,  the  Persian, 
the  Japanese,  and  Chinese,  but  even  the  King  of 
Spain's  dominions  in  North  America  are  equally  easy 
of  acceas,  and  equally  exposed  to  her  fearful  weight  of 
power.  Her  watchfulness  is  ever  in  advance  in  dis- 
cerning the  mo^t  practicable  avenues  to  profitable  com- 
merce. In  the  midst  of  all  her  busy  arrangements 
she  has  not  neglected  the  opportunity  of  posi^essing 
herself  of  two  important  stations  on  the  American 
shore  of  the  Pacific — the  one  at  a  place  called  New 
.Archangel,  in  about  59  degrees  of  north  latitude,  the 
other  at  Bodiga  Bay,  in  latitude  38  degrees,  34  min- 
utes. At  the  former  of  these  military  positions,  lor 
the  protection  of  her  commerce  it  is  presumed,  she  has 

>  incurred  much  expense,  and  built  a  fort  of  great 
strength,  situated  upon  one  of  the  best  harbors  on  the 
coaat,  atanding  upon  a  point  of  land  projecting  into 
the  little  bay,  giving  something  of  the  appearance  of 


a  conical  iaiand  in  the  centre  of  it ;  thia  fort  ia  well 
supplied  at  all  times  with  provisiona  and  military 
stores,  mounting  a  hundred  and  twenty  cannon,  car- 
rying balls  from  eighteen  to  twenty-four  pounds 
weight.  That  at  Bodiga  is  well  constructed  and  aop- 
plied  with  cannon,  and  haa  a  good  harbor ;  at  thia 
point  they  have  ammunition  and  merchandise  in  abun- 
dance, and  find  the  Indian  trade  at  thia  post  as  well 
as  New  Archangel  very  considerable  ;  besides  the  fine 
condition  of  this  lort  and  its  defences,  they  have  many 
field  pieces,  some  of  brass,  of  the  finest  construction, 
in  good  order  and  well  mounted. 

All  these  supplies  have  been  conveyed  to  thnae 
places  through  immenae  oceans,  round  Cape  Horn, 
which  would  have  appalled  any  but  Russian  policy 
and  (terse  vera  nee. 

The  light  articles  destined  for  this  trade  are  trans- 
ported from  St.  Petersburgh  in  aledges,  which  will  per- 
form in  three  months  that  which  would  require  two 
Summers  of  water-conveyance  to  effect;  their  comma- 
nicalions  arc  open  (o  Kamtschaika,  to  Fort  8l  Peter 
and  St.  Paul,  by  Okhotsk,  in  the  Pacific,  where  they 
have  the  finest  harbor  in  the  world ;  the  diatacce  ia 
estimated  at  ten  thousand  miles.  The  nation  which 
can  encounter  such  journeys  as  these,  often  through 
seas  of  ice,  and  storms  of  snow  so  terrible  as  to  obscure 
an  object  beyond  the  distance  of  a  few  paces,  to  prose- 
cute any  branch  of  commerce,  muat  be  well  and  fully 
informed  of  its  value.  That  the  objects  she  haa  in 
view  may  not,  by  any  event,  be  taken  from  her  grasp, 
after  encountering  such  vast  difficulties,  she  has  found 
it  expedient  to  occupy  one  of  the  Sandwich  Islands, 
which  not  only  enables  her  effectually  to  maintain  her 
positions,  but  to  command  the  whole  northern  part  of 
the  Pacific  ocean.  These  islands,  lying  just  within 
the  tropica,  in  the  direct  course  from  the  lower  coast 
of  North  America  to  Canton,  are  well  supplied  not 
only  with  all  the  fruits  of  that  climate,  but  with  every 
vegetable  and  animal  known  in  thia  country. 

It  ia  worthy  of  remark,  that  among  other  advantage 
which  the  Russian  position  on  the  opposite  coast  poc. 
sesses,  is,  that  a  voyage  from  Kamtachatka  to  Japan 
can  be  made  in  an  open  boat,  as  it  is  a  continued  chain 
of  islands  from  the  OkhoUk  sea  until  it  arrives  at  its 
place  of  destination. 

Vour  committee  are  well  persuaded  that,  by  a  little 
care  and  small  expense,  the  citizens  of  this  Republic 
might  reap  all  the  benefits  of  this  trade,  not  only  prof- 
itable now,  but  from  every  view  of  the  subject  there  is 
a  strong  probability  that  it  will  increase  for  many  years. 

Were  an  establiahment  made  at  the  mouth  of  Co- 
lumbia, which  should  he  allowed  to  take  with  them 
their  women  and  children,  there  can  l>e  no  doubt  of 
success,  as  so  many  year's  experience  of  the  Engliah 
fur  companies  have  amply  shown  this  mode  has  the 
most  powerful  effect  in  separating  the  minda  of  the 
men  from  pursuits  which  often  in  frontier  countries 
lead  to  strife,  as  it  gives  them  a  local  interest  and  feel- 
ing, and  makes  them  even  more  vigilant  and  prudent 
in  the  discharge  of  all  their  duties.  It  is  believed  that 
population  could  be  easily  acquired  from  China,  by 
which  the  arts  of  peace  would  at  once  acquire  strength 
and  influence,  and  make  visible  to  the  aboriginea  the 
manner  in  which  their  wants  could  he  supplied.  The 
coast  of  the  Pacific  is,  in  lU  climate,  more  mild  than 
any  part  of  the  continent  in  the  same  parallel,  and 
many  vegetables  on  that  shore  grow  in  great  abun- 
dance in  the  native  foreat,  which  are  likewise  natives 
of  China.        )  :•>=',,  i    . 
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It  ia  known  that  when  the  Spaniah  OoTemmeat,  in 
1789,  sent  their  ships  of  war  up  the  coast  to  capture 
the  British  vessels  which  were  intruding,  they  found 
seventy  Chinese,  whom  the  English  had  procured  to 
emigrate,  that  they  might  be  employed  in  the  mechanic 
arts ;  and,  though  the  people  of  that  country  evince  no 
disposition  to  emigrate  to  the  territory  of  adjoining 
princes,  it  is  believed  they  would  willingly,  nay,  gladly, 
embrace  the  opportunity  of  a  home  in  America,  where 
they  have  no  prejudicea,  no  fears,  no  restraint  in  opin- 
ion, labor,  or  religion. 

The  committee  cannot  doubt  that  an  establishment 
made  on  the  Pacific  would  essentially  benefit  the  na- 
tivea,  whilat  it  would  give  thia  country  the  advantage 
of  all  its  own  treasures,  which  otherwise  must  be  lost 
forever  or  rather  never  enjoyed  ;  and,  from  all  that 
can  be  ascertained  relative  to  its  present  and  increas- 
ing value,  of  more  profit  to  this  country  than  the  mines 
of  Potosi. 

From  the  best  information  which  can  be  had,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  Indian  trade  on  the  ^lissouri,  below  the 
Mandan  villages,  is  worth  about  $120,000,  and  that  on 
the  Mississippi  is  valued  at  $250,000,  making  the  sum 
of  $370,000  annually.  They  have  reflected  upon  this 
trade,  and  that  prosecuted  by  the  whalers  on  that  coast, 
and  are  irresistibly  drawn  to  the  c(^nclusion,  that  they 
are  the  moot  valuable  to  this  nation,  and  demand  its 
care  and  attention  in  a  high  degree.  This  trade,  un- 
like any  other,  originatea  its  own  capital,  and  may 
fairly  be  aaid  to  bring  into  the  United  Stater  $370,000 
every  year,  where  not  one  dollar  previously  existed, 
and  adds  that  much  to  the  wealth  of  the  community 
as  decidedly  as  though  it  had  been  fished  from  the  bot- 
tom of  the  rivers  in  gold  and  silver,  as  it  is  in  the  mar- 
ket of  China,  or  any  other  market,  capable  of  pur- 
chaaing  as  much  ;  and  if,  with  that  amount  in  furs,  a 
veaael  t>houid  sail  from  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  to 
Canton,  which  ia  a  voyage  of  from  fifty  to  seventy  daya, 
she  would  return  with  that  in  exchange  which  would 
sell  for  perhaps  double  that  amount,  thereby  contrib- 
uting to  the  comfort,  enjoyment,  and  accommodation 
of  the  community,  $740,000,  which  is  the  result  not 
of  a  profitable  voyage  but  a  creative  trade. 

It  ia  believed  that  a  shipment  of  tobacco,  flour,  or 
cotton,  beara  no  comparison,  in  point  of  profit,  with 
this,  as  they  are  pro(>erly  the  rough  manufactures  of 
the  country,  and  the  result  of  considerable  capital,  and 
the  cargo  brought  back  in  return  for  them,  in  European 
or  other  fabrics,  is  only  an  increased  value  they  receive 
by  being  exported  and  returned  to  us  in  that  shape. 
Hence,  the  exportation  of  $370,000  worth  of  tobacco 
or  cotton,  should  it  return  to  us  $710,000  in  European 
silk  and  cloth,  is  still  the  original  cargo  of  tobacco  or 
cotton,  as  nothing  but  these  have  been  paid  for  them  ; 
but,  in  the  first  instance,  he  who  manufactures  either 
the  tobacco,  flour,  or  cotton,  is  compelled  to  take  into 
consideration  the  capital  employed,  and  then  the  bal- 
ance ia  his  gain  ;  but  in  the  fur  trade  and  the  whale 
fisheries,  there  is  in  the  one  little  capital,  in  the  other 
none. 

Under  the  strongest  belief  that  by  a  new  organiza- 
tion of  the  system  of  Indian  trade,  comprehending 
a  settlement  on  the  Columbia  river,  great  benefits 
would  result  to  the  citizens  of  the  Republic,  whilst  the 
aborigines  would  be  better  protected  and  provided  for  by 
instructing  them  in  agriculture  and  the  minor  branchea 
of  the  mechanic  arts,  the  committee  ask  leave  to  report 
a  hill. 
The  bill  is  as  follows: 


Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  required, 
to  occupy  that  portion  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  on  the  waters  of  the  Columbia  river,  and  to  ex- 
tinguish the   Indian   title  to  a  district  of  country  not 

exceeding  miles  square,  on  the  borders  of  said 

river,  in  the  region  of  tide  water  ;  and  that acrea 

of  land  b«  allowed  to  each  actual  aettler,  being  the 
head  of  a  family,  and  to  each  unmarried  man,  between 
the  age  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  years,  who  shall  ea- 
tabliah  himself  in  aaid   diatrict,  and  cultivate  ground 

therein  within years   after  the  Indian  title  ahall 

be  extinguished  thereto. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Preai* 
dent  shall  prescribe  regulations  for  the  government  of 
said  district,  and  the  administration  of  justice  therein, 
and  appoint  the  necessary  officera  for  carrying  the  aame 
into  effect. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Presi- 
dent be  authorized  to  open  a  port  of  entry,  as  soon  •• 
he  shall  deem  it  expedient,  within  the  said  district, 
and  to  appoint  custom-bouse  officers  for  the  regulation 
of  the  same ;  from  and  after  which  time  the  revenue 
lawa  of  the  United  States  ahall  be  extended  over  aaid 
district,  and  be  of  full  force  therein. 

Szc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Preai- 
dent  be  authorized  and  required  to  appoint  agents  for 
the  Indian  tribea  on  the  waters  of  the  Columbia,  and 
to  fix  the  aalaries  of  the  agents  so  appointed,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  aalary  now  allowed  to  the  agent  to  the 
Indians  on  the  Upper  Missouri ;  and  that  from  and 
after  such  appointment,  all  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  for  regulating  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes, 
shall  be  deemed  and  had  to  be  in  full  force  throughout 
the  territories  inhabited  by  the  said  tribes. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  ahall 
be  a  Superintendent  of  Indian  .\ffairs,  who  shall  reside 
at  Su  Louis;  and  all  the  Indian  agents  to  the  different 
tribes  on  the  watera  of  the  Upper  Mississippi,  the 
Lakes  Michigan,  Erie,  and  Superior,  and  the  waters 
of  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Red  River,  and  Columbia,  shall 
be  under  his  control  and  direction,  and  shall  corres- 
pond with  him,  and  through  him,  to  the  Department 
of  War.  The  said  Superintendent  shall  be  authorized 
and  required  to  grant  all  licenses  to  Indian  traders, 
and  shall  have  over  them  a  general  superintendence; 
that  each  trader  ahall  make  a  full  and  accurate  report 
to  him  of  the  atate  and  condition  of  the  Indians  with 
whom  they  trade,  at  least  once  a  month  ;  and  the  Su- 
perintendent shall  forward  the  same,  digested  in  a 
general  report,  to  the  Department  of  War,  once  in 
three  months,  or  oftener  if  thereto  required. 

Szc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  ao  much  of 
every  act  which  establishes  a  saperintendency  of  In- 
dian affairs  at  Washington  city,  and  so  much  of  every 
act  which  establishes  factories  among  the  Indian 
tribes,  be,  and  the  aame  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  property 
in  the  hands  of  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs  at 
Washington  city,  and  the  respective  factors  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  Statea,  be  sold,  and  the  proceeda 
accounted  for  in  such  manner  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Department  of  War  may  direct. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  licenses 
shall  not  be  granted  to  trade  with  any  of  the  Indian 
tribes,  to  any  but  citizens  o(  the  United  States,  of  ap- 
proved moral  character,  and  of  ability  to  embark  at 

least  dollars  annually  in  the  trade ;  and  every 

trader  obtaining  a  license  so  to  trade,  shall  have  a  fixed 
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bftbtUtion ;  to  which  end  h«  may  Iew«  from  Uw  tnb« 
where  iQch  h«bitoUon  if  fixed,  •  tract  of  knd  not  ex- 
ceeding   mifei  •qatre,  and  for  a  term  not  exceed- 
ing   yeara,  nor  shall  it  be  within roilea  of  a 

rimilar  location  previoualy  made,  and  shall  ha»e  leave 
to  trade  within  the  limita  of  their  respective  licensee ; 
and  each  trader  shall  set  up  a  blackaroith  shop,  and 
shall  supply  the  Indians  with  such  working  tool*  as 
they  may  be  willing  to  purchase ;  and  are  herehy  re- 
quired to  cultivate  at  their  establishmenU  the  different 
kinds  of  grain  and  fruit,  which  the  climate  and  soil 
will  produce,  and  shall  rear  the  domestic  animals  in 
common  use ;  and  shall  furnish  seed  and  stock  ani- 
mals to  such  Indians  as  may  wish  to  buy  them,  and 
shall  induce  them  to  cultivate  the  soil  and  rear  the  do- 
mestic animals.  Nor  shall  any  trader  be  permitted  to 
sell  to  any  of  the  Indian  tribes  ardent  spirits  of  any 

kind,  under  the  penalty  of dollars  for  every  such 

offence,  and  shall  ever  after  be  debarred  the  privilege 
of  trading  with  any  Indian  tribe.     Each  trader  shall 

pay dollars  annually  for  his  license,  but  it  shall 

be  granted  during  good  behaviour  upon  his  giving 
bond  with  sufficient  security,  which  shall  be  judged  of 
by  the  auperintendent,  and  may  by  him  be  required  to 
give  additional  security  in  proportion  to  his  additional 
capital  employed  every  two  years,  the  license  to  be 
annulled  for  breach  of  conditions,  which  shall  l>e  de- 
termined by  the  verdict  of  a  jury. 

8xc.  9.  And  U  it  further  enacted,  That  the  money 
paid  to  the  superintendent  annually  for  licenses  by 
the  Indian  traders,  shall  be  by  him  appropriated  to  the 
purchase  of  any  kind  of  seed  or  domestic  animals,  for 
such  Indians  as  may  want  to  cultivate  such  seed,  or 
rear  such  animals  ;  but  if;  at  the  end  of  the  year,  there 
should  be  money  remaining  in  his  hands  accruing 
from  this  fund,  he  shall  make  payment  of  it  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  where  it  shall  be  kept 
as  a  distinct  fund,  to  be  applied  to  the  building  of 
mills  in  such  place  and  manner  among  the  different 
tribes  a^  the  President  may  direct ;  and  it  is  hereby 
made  the  duty  of  the  agent  who  has  the  care  of  the 
affair*  of  that  tribe  where  such  mill  is  built,  to  super- 
intend the  building  of  the  same,  and  to  transmit  an 
accurate  account  of  bi^  disbursements  to  the  superin- 
tendent, and  by  him  to  the  Department  of  War. 

8bc.  10.  Andbe  U  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  every  Indian  agent  to  report  to  the  Uoper- 
intendent  of  Indian  Affairs  upon  the  state  and  condi- 
tion of  the  Indians,  and  the  conduct  of  the  traders, 
within  their  respective  agencies,  at  least  once  a  month, 
and  oftener  if  thereto  required ;  the  said  reports  to  be 
made  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Department  of  War,  and  upon  all  such  points  as  may 
be  indicated  by  the  said  department;  and  the  super- 
intendent shall  forward  the  same,  digested  into  a  gen- 
eral report,  to  the  Department  of  War,  at  least  once 
in  three  months,  and  as  much  oftener  as  may  be  re- 
quired. 

8sc.  II.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  Indian 
agents,  not  under  the  direction  of  the  superintendent 
as  herein  directed,  shall  be  authorized  to  issue  licenses 
to  traders  within  the  limits  of  the  Indian  territory  un- 
der their  authority,  and  shall  correspond  directly  with 
the  Department  of  War. 

8xc  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sum 

of dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  to  carry  into 

effect  the  provisions  of  this  act,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  th«  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 


AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina, 
the  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  Slates,  so  as  to  establish 
an  uniform  mode  of  electing,  by  districts,  Electors 
of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  Representatives  in  Congress. 

And  the  question  having  been  stated  on  the 
passage  of  said  resolution,  this  being  its  final  read- 
ing in  this  House — 

Mr.  Gross  said,  that  he  had  voted  for  a  similar 
resolution  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  without, 
as  he  confessed,  having  examined  the  subject  in 
the  most  attentive  manner ;  but  subsequent  con- 
sideration had  confirmed  his  original  impression. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  the  permanent  interests  of 
the  United  States  demanded  the  adoption  of  the 
proposed  amendment.  A  variety  of  objections,  he 
said,  had  been  taken  to  the  resolution  during  a  for- 
mer discussion.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia 
(Mr.  Reid)  warned  us  against  rashly  altering  the 
provisions  of  the  Constitution ;  while  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (Mr.  Barbour)  entered  into 
an  arithmetical  calculation  to  show  that  the  amend- 
ment would  lessen  the  power  and  influence  of  the 
larger  States.  Other  gentlemen  thought  they  fore- 
saw still  greater  evils.  All  their  arguments  were 
directed  to  the  same  point,  and  were  of  three 
kinds :  those  drawn  from  considerations  of  the  sa- 
cred character  of  the  instrument,  and  the  danger 
of  rash  amendments;  those  addressed  to  the  pride 
and  jealousy  of  Slates ;  and,  lastly,  those  which 
result  from  an  inquiry  into  the  present  practices  of 
the  different  Slates,  in  choosing  their  Electors,  and 
their  general  tendency  and  effect.  The  first  class 
of  arguments,  he  said,  were  certainly  worthy  of 
respectful  consideration.  No  one,  perhaps,  had  a 
rignt  to  object  to  those  of  the  second  ;  but  he  would 
venture  to  say  that  those  of  the  third  alone  invol- 
ved the  real  merits  of  the  question. 

If,  said  Mr.  G.,  we  admit  that  it  be  ever  lawful 
or  proper  to  examine  the  Constitution,  with  a  view 
to  its  amendment,  when,  he  would  ask,  has  there 
ever  been  a  time,  or  when  are  we  to  expect  the  ar- 
rival of  a  period,  better  adapted  to  our  purpose 
than  the  present  ?  In  some  Slates  the  fire  of  dis- 
cord is  rekindled,  but  the  nation  is  comparatively 
tranquil.  Party  spirit  is  now,  for  the  most  part, 
local  in  its  nature,  and  local  in  its  effects.  Where 
is  the  party,  or  where  is  the  citizen,  who  does  not 
desire  the  union  and  prosperity  of  these  States? 
He  confidently  believed  they  were  not  to  be  found. 
He  presumed  that  no  one  doubted  that  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution  were  both  patriotic  and  en- 
lightened ;  yet  they  have  tbougnl  proper  to  pre- 
scribe a  mode  of  amendment  in  the  instrument  it- 
self Would  they  have  done  this  had  they  de- 
signed to  conceal  it  from  public  view,  and  to  per- 
mit none  but  the  initiated,  none  but  priests  and 
Levites,  to  approach  ?  They  knew,  he  said,  in- 
deed, that  rash  amendments  might  be  productive 
of  evil,  and  had  accordingly  provided  ample  means 
of  precaution.  The  House  cannot  alter  the  Con- 
stitution ;  Congress  itself  cannot  do  it     It  can 
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only  propose  and  recommend  amendments  to  the 
States.  With  these  preventives  against  precipi- 
tate movements,  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
as  well  as  the  people  themselves,  instead  of  being 
warned  to  depart,  should  be  invited  to  approach 
and  examine  the  instrument,  with  the  same  hon- 
esty of  intention  which  actuated  its  framers,  and, 
if  it  be  found  defective,  boldly  to  advise  its  amend- 
ment. 

It  was,  he  said,  a  doctrine  long,  too  long,  estab- 
lished in  some  countries,  that  every  thing  relating 
to  the  Government  was  too  sacred  for  the  view  of 
the  people ;  a  doctrine  which,  he  hoped,  would 
never  flourish  on  this  side  the  Atlantic.  Priests 
and  politicians  united  their  tender  cares  for  the 
welfare  of  the  human  race,  and  accordingly  the 
Bible  was  prohibited  by  the  one,  and  the  book  of 
laws  by  the  other.  He  highly  appreciated  the 
motives  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Reio) 
but  his  remarks  on  this  part  of  the  subject  reminded 
him  of  the  habitual  answer  given  by  the  ministry 
of  a  certain  country  to  every  application  for  re- 
form. The  national  reputation  abroad,  he  said, 
was,  by  them,  made  an  excuse  for  the  oppression 
of  the  people,  and  the  excellency  of  the  abstract 
principles  of  the  Constitution  for  the  corrupt  prac- 
tices of  the  Government. 

I  am,  said  Mr.  G.,  as  zealous  for  the  preservation 
of  State  rights,  and  will  oppose  any  infringement 
of  them  with  as  much  zeal,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  He  would  not  consent  to  any  measure 
which  would  impair  their  independence  as  recog- 
nised by  the  principles  of  the  Constitution.  That 
gentleman  has  shown  that,  should  the  proposed 
amendment  be  adopted,  it  may  happen  that  the 
votes  of  the  small  State  of  Delaware  will  neutral- 
ize those  of  Virginia  or  New  York.  He  has  even 
demonstrated  that,  should  the  Electors  of  New 
York  give  a  majority  of  but  one  vote  for  a  particu- 
lar candidate,  those  uf  Delaware  might  give  a 
majority  of  four  to  the  other,  and  thus  secure  his 
election.  Sir,  all  this  may  happen,  and  where 
would  be  the  harm  if  it  should  ?  Is  it  proper  that 
one  vote  in  any  State  should  overbalance  and  over- 
power four  votes  in  another  ?  What  matters  it, 
whether  the  Electors  of  this  or  that  State  be  divi- 
ded or  in  the  minority,  so  long  as  the  majority  of 
the  people  of  the  United  Stales  prevail  ?  Sir,  said 
Mr.  G.  I  have  the  honor  of  being  one  of  the  Rep- 
resentatives from  a  State  which  has  been  called, 
sometimes  seriously,  sometimes,  perhaps,  laugh- 
ingly, but  I  trust  always  truly,  a  great  State.  The 
intrinsic  excellence  of^her  soil,  and  her  internal  as 
well  as  external  advantages,  must  ever  preserve 
her  a  great  Slate  in  point  of  population.  But,  of 
what  advantage  will  this  kind  of  greatness  be  to 
her,  should  jealousies  be  excited,  should  discord 
prevail,  and  .should  the  Union  be  dissolved?  He 
trusted  that  it  was  a  proposition  which  would  not 
be  controverted  on  that  floor,  that  the  greatness  of 
every  State  depended  on  the  preservation  and  har- 
mony of  the  Union.  Why,  then,  he  asked,  should 
we,  under  the  pretence  of  preserving  Slate  rights, 
seek  an  unnatural  advantage,  the  exercise  of  which 
can  only  serve  to  cherish  faction,  foment  discord 
within,  excite  jealousy  without^and  jeo|>ardize  the 
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I  best  interests  of  the  country  ?    It  is  enough  that 
I  the  Constitution  guaranties  to  us  the  advantage  of 
j  a  superiority  of  numbers,  by  giving  us  a  propor- 
;  tionate  superiority  of  voles.     It  is  a  miserable  am- 
\  bition,  he  hoped  it  might  not  prove  a  fatal  one, 
I  that  seeks  the  temporary  disfranchisement  of  a 
great  minority  of  our  fellow-citizens,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing;  our  power  to  a  smaller  member  of 
the  Confederacy.     Do  gentlemen  fear  that  parly 
concert  cannot  be  preserved,  if  Electors  of  Presi- 
'  dent  and  Vice  President  be  chosen  by  districts? 
'.  The  members  of  the  House  were  thus  chosen,  in 
i  all  the  larger  Slates,  during  periods  of  the  greatest 
I  excitement,  and  the  Journal  will  show  that  the 
I  Administration  never  lacked  support. 

It  has  been  thought  proper,  said  Mr.  G.,  to  point 
'  out  the  possible  inconveniences  of  the  proposed 
j  method  of  choosing  Electors  of  President  and  Vice 
:  President.    He  did  not  consider  argument  of  this 
\  kind  very  conclusive,  because  all  human  instita- 
;  lions  and  plans  are,  from  their  origin,  in  a  greater 
•  or  less  degree  defective.     We  were,  he  said,  to 
j  search  for  and  adopt  the  least  objectioiuible  one. 
!  The  present  system  is  liable  to  the  same  incouve- 
'  nience  as  the  one  proposed ;  for,  although  New 
York  should  give  all  its  votes  for  one  candidate, 
I  Pennsylvania  or  Virginia  might  give  theirs  to  ado- 
I  ther,  and  thus  enable  Delaware  and  Rhode  Island 
to  turn  the  election.     So  far  the  two  modes  present 
the  same  objections.     The  present  system,  bow- 
ever,  furnishes  others  of  a  still  weightier  charactier. 
I  Let  us  suppose,  after  the  manner  of  the  gentleman 
I  from  Virginia,  that  the  voles  of  the  several  Stat£s 
,  were  so  distributed  that  one-half  of  the  votes  of 
the  Stale  of  New  York,  if  given  to  a  particuUr 
j  candidate,  would  secure  his  election.     Suppose 
that  candidate  to  be  favored  by  Virginia,  and,  fur- 
ther, that  it  should  so  happen,  as  it  certainly  may 
happen,  that  all  the  voles  of  the  State  should  be 
given  to  his  opponent.    Let  us  syppose,  moreover, 
that  the  Legislature  which  appointed  those  Elec- 
tors was  chosen  several  months  before,  at  a  time 
of  public  excitement,  and  that,  In  fact,  they  did 
not  express  the  sentiment  of  the  people^  and  that, 
had  the  Electors  been  chosen  by  districts,  a  ina- 
jority  of  them  might  have  given  a  different  vote. 
What  would  gentlemen   say  to  such  a  state  of 
things  ?    Mr.  G.  thought  that,  under  such  circum- 
stances, they   would  gladly  have  exchanged  the 
insignificant  Slate  right  of  altering,  from  year  to 
year,  the  mode  of  choosing  Electors,  for  the  per- 
manent benefit  of  enabling  the  voice  of  the  people 
to  be  heard. 

I  am  ready  to  acknowledge,  said  Mr.  G.,  that 
uniformity  and  permanency  in  the  mode  of  ap- 
pointing Electors  is  of  more  consequence  than  t£e 
mode  itself.  If  gentlemen  choose  to  have  them 
elected  by  a  general  ticket,  let  it  be  so.  It  was  the 
present  variety  of  modes,  adopted  by  the  different 
States,  and  the  power  of  change  to  suit  the  times, 
against  which  he  objected.  Some  States  appoint 
their  Electors  by  districts,  some  by  general  ticket, 
and  some  by  their  Legislatures.  Virginia^  at  first, 
adopted  the  former  mode,  but  changed  it  after- 
wards to  that  of  a  general  ticket,  in  order  to  throw 
her  whole  weight  into  the  scale  at  a  particular 
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election.    Other  States  may  make  changes  in  this 
particular  as  well  as  Virginia,  and  for  a  similar 
purpose.     What  will  he  the  result?    The  objects 
of  party  may  be  attained.     A  particular  candidate 
may  succeed  by  a  particular  manoeuvre;  but  the 
effect  of  such  practices  cannot  fail  to  be  injurious, 
if  not  fatal,  to  the  liberties  of  the  people.     Aristo- 
crats and  monarchists  have  never  been  able  to 
combat  successfully  the  principles  upon  which  our 
Government  rests:  but  they   have   asserted  that 
such  a  Government  cannot  long  exist.     Their  pre- 
dictions have  hitherto  been  verified  by  the  event. 
The  safety  of  a  republic  does  not  essentially  de- 
pend upon  the  particular  form  of  its  government, 
or  upon  particular  laws  ;  for  what  are  forms  and 
what  are  laws  to  a  degenerate   people,  without 
force  to  maintain  them  f    It  does  not  depend  on 
an  armed  force,  for  republics  will  not,  and  ought 
not,  to  endure  the  rigorous  police  nor  the  pensioned 
spies  which  infest  a  community  under  a  monarch- 
ical form  of  government.     On  the  contrary,  our 
security  consists  in  the  intelligenfce  and  virtue  of 
the  people,  and  in  the  favorable  •pinion  which  they 
entertain  of  the  purity  of  our  institutions,  in  prac- 
tice as  well  as  in  principle.     When  the  Constitu- 
tion ceases  to  be  revered  by  them,  it  will  no  longer 
be  worth  preserving.     It  is,  then,  of  the  greatest 
importance  that  the  election  of  a  citizen  to  fill  the 
high  and  responsible  oflBce   of  President  of  the 
United  States,  should  be  the  effect  of  the  free,  un- 
biassed, and  unbought  will  of  the  people. 

It  may  happen  that  a  single  State,  by  changing 

its  mode  of  appointing  Electors,  will  give  a  turn 

to  the  election.     If  it  happen  once,  it  may  happen 

again.     Will  the  people  bear  with  this?     They 

surely  will  not.     It  they  are  compelled  to  submit, 

they  will  lose  all  confidence,  not  in  the  Goverraent 

only,  but  also  in  the  efl&cacy  of  the  Constitution. 

Is  such  the  end  for  which  our  ancestors  resisted  the 

usurpations  of  Great  Britain  ?     And  is  such  to  be 

the  practical  result  of  our  boasted  freedom?  Shall 

we  not  be  content  with  the  legitimate  superiority 

which  a  numerous  population  gives  us  ;  but  must 

we  also  adhere  to  a  system  by  which  a  great  State 

may  accidentally  acquire  an  unjust  and  odious 

advantage,  and  by  which  she  may  also  be  made 

to  suffer  with  her  sister  States  ?     The  object  does 

not  justify  the  risk,  and,  the  sooner  it  is  abandoned, 

thewtter  it  will  be  for  the  country. 

Mr.  G.  said  that  alarm  had  been  expressed  at 
the  increasing  influence  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. He  was  glad,  he  said,  that  these  expres- 
sions proceeded  trom  the  quarter  they  did.  The 
General  Grovernment  possessed  patronage  ;  and  this 
patronage,  properly  exercised,  might  prove  salutary, 
Dycementingtnebondsof  our  Union.  Its  abuse  was, 
indeed,  to  be  dreaded.  In  his  opinion,  the  amend- 
ment proposed  would,  instead  of  increasing  the 
influence  of  the  Executive,  curtail  it  in  a  salutary 
manner.  How  was  the  National  Government  to 
influence  the  elections  in  the  different  States  ?  Its 
officers  may,  indeed,  exert  themselves,  and  even 
make  an  improper  use  of  their  official  influence  to 
promote  the  views  of  a  party  ;  but,  against  this, 
separately  considered,  we  had  the  security  of  that 
mass  of  patriotism  and  intelligence  which  pervades 


the  community.  No,  sir,  said  Mr.  G.,  it  is  not  at 
the  polls  of  election  that  this  kind  of  influence  is 
most  to  be  dreaded.  A  whole  community  is  not 
to  be  bribed.  Can  we  say  as  much,  he  asked,  of 
a  Legislature,  consisting  perhaps  of  no  more  than 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  governed  by  a 
caucus  composed  of  little  more  than  one-half  its 
numbers  ?  It  was  here,  he  said,  that  foreign  and 
sinister  views  had  lull  scope;  and  it  was  here  that 
the  violence  of  party  brought  forth  its  fruits  in  per- 
fection. If,  said  Mr.  G.,  there  be  a  member  of  this 
House  who  feels  himself  inclined  to  oppose  the 
proposed  amendment  in  order  to  secure  the  supre- 
macy of  a  party,  let  him  reflect  that  the  same 
weapons  which  he  now  makes  use  of  for  the  harm- 
less purpose  of  defeating  an  opponent,  may,  by 
some  future  party,  be  turned  against  the  liberties 
of  the  country. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  G.  said  that  he  felt  bound  to 
support  the  amendment,  as  well  on  the  broad  prin- 
ciples of  justice,  as  to  secure  the  Constitutional  in- 
dependence of  the  Slates  and  the  preservation  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  Ross,  of  Ohio,  assigned  at  length  the  rea- 
sons which  influenced  him  to  oppose  this  resolu- 
tion ;  first,  because,  in  one  part  of  it,  respecting 
Representatives,  it  was  wholly  unnecessary,  and 


in  the  other  part,  respecting  Electors,  inexpedient. 
Mr.  Strong,  of  New  York,  next  spoke,  in  op- 
position to  the  resolution,  on  the  grounds  gen- 
erally taken  in  opposition  to  it,  and  with  the 
additional  reasons  that  the  proposed  amendment 
goes  to  affect  the  powers  of  the  people,  and  should 
therefore  be  approached  with  more  hesitation  than 
if  it  related  to  any  of  the  powers  of  the  Grovern- 
ment, and  should  not  be  touched  at  all  unless  under 
an  indispensable  necessity. 

Mr.  Brevard  said,  that  he  had  intended  on  this 
occasion,  as  on  others,  to  have  refrained  from  tak- 
ing any  part  in  the  debate,  as  he  had  generally 
found,  that  what  occurred  to  him,  as  necessary 
'  or  proper  to  be  said,  was  as  well  or  better  said  by 
others.     But,  as  it  was  his  misfortune  not  to  agree 
I  with  some  of  his  friends  and  colleagues,  and  other 
members  of  the  House,  for  whose  opinions  he  en- 
!  tertained  great  respect  and  deference,  he  thought 
it  due  to  tliem  and  himself  to  assign  some  of  the 
!  reasons  which  influenced  his  conduct.     In  doing 
!  so,  he  said  he  would  be  as  concise  and  as  little 
j  tedious  as  possible;  for,  said  he,  I  am  desirous  of 
'  avoiding  what  I  conceive  to  be  a  great  evil  here, 
!  namely,  a  profusion  and  waste  of  words;  involv- 
ing what  is  much  to  be  regretted — a  loss  of  pre- 
cious time,  and  an  usele-ss  expenditure  of  public 
money.     For  time  is  money,  and  the  economy  of 
time  is  important. 

i  Mr.  B.  said,  he  had  ever  held  in  the  highest  esti- 
'  mation,  in  reverence,  that  instrument  which  it  was 
then  proposed  to  alter,  for  the  purpose,  as  it  was 
said,  of  amending  it.  He  had  always  believed 
that  it  was  our  highest  political  interest,  and  there- 
fore a  duty  incumbent  upon  us,  to  cherish  a  vene- 
ration for  this  instrument,  and  inculcate  it  in  others. 
He  therefore  regarded  as  a  species  of  sacrilege 
every  attempt  to  change  or  alter  any  of  its  features 
,  on  any  pretence  whatever. 


He  was  not  ignorant,  he  said,  that  the  Consti- 
tution contained  a  provision  for  its  own  amend- 
ment; that,  in  virtue  of  this  provision,  it  had  been 
altered  ;  and  that  the  alteration  then  proposed  was 
in  conformity  to  this  provision.  But,  he  said,  he 
was  not  entirely  satisfied  that  every  innovation  and 
change  which  bad  been  made  was  an  improve- 
ment which  would  be  sanctioned  by  time  and  ex- 
perience. 

This  Constitution,  he  said,  was  formed  at  a  most 

f propitious  period,  and  under  circumstances  pecu- 
iarly  fortunate.  Those  who  formed  it  brought  to 
the  work  more  of  pure  unmixed  patriotism,  and 
less  of  human  passion,  prejudice,  and  interest,  than 
had  ever  happened,  or  would,  perhaps,  ever  hap- 
pen again  on  any  occasion  of  equal  importance. 

We  owe  it,  said  he,  to  the  virtue  and  the  wisdom 
of  those  enlightened  patriots  to  believe  that  what 
they  did  was  not  done  without  consideration ;  and, 
also,  to  those  able  men,  who  afterwards  severely 
examined  and  finally  approved  it,  to  believe  that 
it  is  as  perfect  as  human  wisdom  and  skill  can 
make  it.  In  his  judgment  then,  he  said,  it  would 
be  unwise  and  unsafe  to  abridge,  enlarge,  or  other- 
wise change  any  of  its  provisions,  without  the  most 
evident  and  urgent  necessity,  and  without  the 
clearest  and  most  perfect  conviction  of  the  utility 
and  safety  of  the  measure. 

It  is  not,  he  said,  for  every  cause,  productive  of 
possible  evil,  which  the  speculative  mind  of  man 
may  discover,  and  would  guard  against  by  antici- 
pation, that  this  invaluable  charter  is  to  undergo 
a  change  at  the  will  or  the  caprice  of  the  Legis- 
lature. 

He  did  think  it  important  that  this  charter 
ought  to  be  held  in  high  and  dear  respect  by  the 
people  of  the  United  States;  not  as  imperfect, 
uncertain,  and  mutable — but  as  perfect — clear  as 
light — and  as  stable  as  the  hill  of  this  Capitol. 

He  was  not,  he  said,  for  removing  one  barrier 
of  the  Constitution,  and  replacing  it  by  another, 
on  any  pretext,  however  plausible  it  might  appear 
at  first  view;  and  he  would  not  incline  to  do  so 
till  he  could  clearly  discern  and  appreciate  the 
consequences  of  such  a  change.  With  the  lights 
he  then  had,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  could  not  clearly  see 
that  the  alteration  proposed  might  not  produce, 
eventually,  full  as  much  harm  as  good. 

There  was,  perhaps,  he  said,  evil  to  be  appre- 
hended in  either  view  of  the  subject.  On  which 
side  the  evil  was  most  likely  to  preponderate,  was, 
to  his  mind,  at  least  problematical.  He  was,  there- 
fore, for  preserving  the  Constitution  inviolate,  un- 
til there  should  be  a  necessity  more  pressing  than 
any  that,  to  him,  was  then  perceptible,  for  amend- 
inc  it. 

It  is  better,  said  he,  to  bear  those  ills  we  have, 
than  to  fly  to  others  that  we  know  not  of  It  will 
be  time  enough  when  some  serious  evil  is  felt,  or 
seen  to  approach  so  near  as  to  be  distinctly  ob- 
served, and  to  threaten  our  peace  and  safety,  to 
prepare  the  necessary  defence  against  it. 

The  nature  and  magnitude  of  the  evil,  said  Mr. 
B.  will  then  more  clearly  suggest  the  ajypropriate 
safeguard. 


The  Legislature  of  each  State,  Mr.  B.  said,  now 
has  the  power  of  prescribing  the  times^  the  places, 
and  the  manner  of  holding  elections  for  Senators 
and  Representatives;  but  Congress  may  make  any 
alteration  as  to  the  times,  and  the  manner,  but  not 
as  to  the  places  of  election.  In  the  election  of 
President,  the  Legislature  of  each  State  is  empow- 
ered to  direct  the  manner  of  appointing  Electors. 
An  opinion,  said  he,  is  entertained  by  some,  that 
the  power  vested  in  the  Legislature  of  each  State, 
of  directing  the  manner  of  appointing  Electors, 
does  not  imply  the  power  of  appointment  by  the 
Legislature  itself,  m  exclusion  of  popular  elec- 
tion. He  would  not,  he  said,  on  this  point  (as  he 
did  not  think  it  necessary)  deliver  any  opinion. 
His  friend  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Strong,)  who 
sat  near  him,  had  argued  it  with  ability  and  suc- 
cess. The  power  and  the  duty,  Mr.  j3.  said,  of 
expounding  the  Constitution  in  relation  to  tnat 
point  belonged  to  the  Legislature  of  each  Slate, 
when  required  to  act  in  obedience  to  its  provisions ; 
and  he  did  not  doubt  they  would  act  with  proper 
deliberation  and  caution. 

Mr.  B.  said,  it  is  a  principle  which  lies  as  the 
foundation  of  all  our  institutions,  political  and 
civil,  that  the  will  of  the  majority  shall  govern. 
When,  said  he,  we  advert  to  the  nature  and  char- 
acter of  the  Federal  compact,  and  take  into  con- 
sideration that  it  was  formed  by  the  people  o(  the 
several  States,  composing  separate  and  distinct 
communities — that  the  ends  for  which  it  was  con- 
trived were  the  defence  and  safety  of  each  and 
every  of  these  distinct  communities,  as  well  as  the 
defence  and  safety  of  them  all,  and  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Confederacy — we  will  be  induced 
rather  to  incline  in  favor  of  preserving  the  power, 
which  the  several  States  now  have,  of  regulating 
the  subject  under  consideration,  than  of  depriving 
them  of  it,  and  vesting  it  in  the  Congress.  Occa- 
sions may  render  it  necessary  for  the  States  to 
exercise  it,  and  the  time  has  oeen  when,  in  some 
of  the  States,  it  had  been  considered  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  the  public  welfare  to  exercise  it  by 
providing  against  division,  and  insuring  unanimity 
in  the  choice  of  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Union. 
Mr.  B.  said,  he  was  by  no  means  clear  that  this 
power  ought  not  to  rest  where  it  now  resides,  al- 
though it  might,  possibly,  sometimes  be  abused. 
Every  thing  of  human  invention,  however  excel- 
lent, however  admirable  and  beneficial,  is  liable 
to  abuse.  An  argument  derived  from  the  possible 
abuse  of  a  power,  was  not  a  sufficient  argument 
against  its  legitimate  exercise.  He  said  he  would 
not  go  into  detail — that  had  been  done  by  others 
better  qualified  for  the  task.  He  could,  he  said, 
add  little  by  way  of  illustration  to  what  had  been 
already  advanced. 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  expressed  the 
grounds  of  his  hostility  to  this  resolution,  which 
he  considered  as  proposing  a  pernicious  innova- 
tion on  the  Constitution,  under  the  influence  of 
fanciful  and  theoretical  notions,  under  circum- 
stances of  the  House  and  of  the  country  not  favor- 
able to  a  correct  decision. 

Mr.  Storrs,  of  New  York,  opposed  the  resolu- 
tion on  principle,  and  on  the  ground  of  the  im- 
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polky  of  lightly  inrading  the  present  proTisions 
of  the  Constitution.       ,_,,..,..  , 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  defended  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  ground  of  the  necessity  of  some  change 
in  the  Constitution,  (he  did  not  pronounce  this 
the  only  change  which  could  be  made,  or  the  best, 
though  he  inclined  to  think  it  the  best,)  to  guard 
arainst  the  effects  of  intrigue  on  elections. 

Mr.  Whitman,  of  Massachusetts,  strongly  sup- 
ported the  resolution  on  its  known  merits,  and  on 
Sc  ground  that  the  amendment  which  it  pro- 
poses to  the  Constitution  involves  no  innovation, 
butto  restore  to  that  instrument  a  feature  in  re- 
gard to  Electors,  which  it  originally  possessed, 
which  had  been  taken  from  it  by  construction. 
The  delivery  of  Mr.  W.'a  speech  occupied  nearly 
«n  hour. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  spoke  decidedly  in 
support  of  the  resolution,  as  calculated  to  restore 
to  the  people  the  exercise  of  the  sovereign  power, 
of  which  they  had  in  practice  been  divested,  con- 
trary to  what  ought  to  have  been  the  construction 
of  the  Constitution. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  resolution 
was  then  taken,  and  decided  as  follows : 

Yea»— Messrs.  Adams,  All'-n  of  New  York.  Archer 
of  Maryland,  Baker,    Ball.  Bayly.  Beecher,    Bloom- 
fidd.  Brown,  Broah,  Barton,  BuUer  oi  New  Hamp- 
shire, Butler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell.  Cannon,  Ckgelt, 
Clay,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crafu,  Crowell,  Culpeper, 
Cuabman,  Colbbert,  Dane,  Davidaoo,  Eddy,  Edwards 
of  Connecticut,    Edwards   of  North    Carolina,   Fay, 
Fiaher,    Floyd,    Foot.   Ford,   Groas  of    New    York, 
Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,   Hen- 
dricka,    Herrick,   Hobart,  Hooks,  Jackaon,    Johnson, 
Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Little,  Lincoln,  Livermore,  Lowndes, 
Maclsy,  McCulIough,  McLane,  of  Delaware.  McLean 
of  Kentucky,  .Mercer,  Melcalf,   Monell.  R.  Moore,   T. 
L.  Moore,  Morton,  Moaeley,    Neale,  Nelson  of  Massa- 
chuaetU,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,   Pitcher,    Plurocr, 
Rankin,  Rich,   Richards,   Richmond.    Ringgold,   Rob- 
erUon,  Rasa,  Sawyer,  SiUbee,  Simkms,  Sloan,  Smith 
of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  North 
Carolina,  Stevens,  Street,  Tomlinaon,  Tracy,  Tucker 
of  Virginia,  Upham,    Walker,    Warfield,    WendoTer, 
Whitman,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Wood— 92. 

NiTa — Mesars.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Massa- 
chuaetu.  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Baldwin,  Barbour,  Bre- 
vard, Burwell,  Case,  Clark,  Crawford,  Darlington, 
Dennison,  Dickinson,  Earle,  Fdwards  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Forreat,  Garnett,  Gray,  Grow  of  Pennsylvania, 
Gayon,  Hardin,  Hibshman,  Hill,  Hostelter,  Jones  of 
Virginia,  Lathrop,  McCoy,  McCreary,  Marcband, 
Meigs,  8.  Moore,  Murray,  Nela«in  of  Virginia,  New- 
ton, Parker  of  Virginia,  i'atterson,  Philaon,  Randolph, 
Reid,  Rhea,  Rogers,  Ross,  Sergeant,  A.  Smyth  of  Vir- 
ginia, Southard,  Slorra,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr, 
Terrell,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Udree,  and 
Wallace— 54. 

Two-thirds  of  the  members  present  not  having 
voted  in  its  favor,  the  resolution  was  of  course  de- 
clared to  be  rtjtcUd. 


Friday,  January  2G. 
Mr.  GoRHAM  presented  a  petition  of  .sundry  in- 
habilHM«f  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  praying 


that  measures  may  be  adopted  by  the  GoTemnaent 
of  the  United  States,  in  concert  with  the  Grovem- 
ments  of  other  civilized  and  Christian  nations^  to 
abolish  the  practice  of  privateering,  or  capturing 
and  condemning  private  property  in  time  of  war  ; 
which  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  Government  for 
the  year  1821 ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rich,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  made 
a  report  on  the  petition  of  Samuel  T.  Anderson, 
acorapanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  an  ad- 
ditional land  office  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Brush,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  granting  certain  islands  in  the  Tennessee 
river  to  the  State  of  Alabama ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  for  regulating  process  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States ;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table.     The  bill  is  as  follows : 

Be  it  enacted,  4^c.,  That  in  ail  auiu  and  actions  in 
any  district  court  of  the  United  States,  in  which  it  shall 
appear  that  the  judge  of  such  court  is  any  ways  con- 
cerned in  interest,  or  has  been  of  counsel  for  either 
party,  or  is  so  related  to,  or  connected  with,  cither 
party,  as  to  render  it  improper  for  him,  in  hia  opinion, 
to  sit  on  the  trial  of  such  suit  or  action,  it  ahall  be 
the  duty  of  euch  judge,  on  application  of  either  party, 
to  cause  the  fact  to  be  entered  on  the  records  of  the 
court,  and  also  an  order  that  an  authenticaUd  copy 
thereof,  with  all  the  proceedinga  in  such  auch  auitor 
action,  shall  be  forthwith  certified  to  the  next  ctrcait 
court  of  the  dii«trict ;  and  if  there  be  no  circuit  in  auch 
diatrict,  to  the  next  circuit  court  of  the  StAte,  and  if 
there  be  no  circuit  court  in  auch  State,  to  the  moat 
convenient  circuit  court  in  an  adjacent  Sute  ;  which 
circuit  court  shall,  upon  such  record  being  filed  with 
the  clerk  thereof,  take  cognizance  thereof  in  the  like 
manner  as  if  such  suit  or  action  had  been  originally 
commenced  in  that  court,  and  shall  proceed  to  hear 
and  determine  the  same  accordingly.  And  the  juris- 
diction of  such  circuit  court  shall  ext(  nd  to  all  such 
cases  so  removed  as  were  cognizable  in  the  diatrict 
court  from  which  the  same  was  removed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  obe- 
dience to  a  resolution  of  this  House  of  t  le  9th  in- 
stant, requiring  him  to  state  "  when  and  why  the 
agency  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  for 
the  W  ar  and  Navy  Departments  was  first  esUb- 
lished,  and  whether  the  same  may  not  be  discon- 
tinued without  any  detriment  to  the  public  ser- 
vice ;"  which  report  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Treasury  De- 
partment. 
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An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  remove  the 
land  office  in  the  district  of  Lawrence  county,  in 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Col- 
fee  ;"  "An  act  explanatory  of  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
James  Leander  Cathcart,"  passed  May  15th,  in  the 
year  1820  ;  and  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nicholas 
Perkins ;"  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Morgan  Brown;" 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  on  the  petition  of  Charles  Townsend  and 
Jonas  Williams ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Hill 
reported  the  resolution  submitted  in  the  said  report, 
with  an  amendment,  to  wit :  strike  out  the  word 
not  before  the  word  allowed^  so  as  to  make  the  reso- 
lution read,  "  Reeved,  That  the  claim  of  Charles 
Townsend  and  Jonas  Williams,  of  Buffalo,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  ought  to  be  allowed." 

And  on  the  question  to  concur  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  in  the  said  amendment,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

The  resolution  submitted  in  the  said  report  was 
then  concurred  in  by  the  House  as  follows : 

Resolved^  That  the  claim  of  Charles  Townsend 
and  Jonas  William.s,  of  Buffalo,  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  ought  not  to  be  allowed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  district  of 
Pearl  river  ;  which  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time  to  morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  entry  of  mer- 
chandise imported  into  the  United  States  from  any 
adjacent  territory.  The  bill  was  reported  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Web- 
ster ;  which  was  reported  without  amendment, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  citi- 
zens of  Baltimore ;  which  was  read  and  concurred 
in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit :  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Conee ;"  "An 
act  explanatory  of  the  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
Leander  Cathcart,"  passed  May  15th,  in  the  year 
1820 ;  and  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Per- 
kins ;"  were  severally  read  the  first  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 


act  for  the  relief  of  Nathan  Ford,"  in  whieh  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

DISTRICT  LOTTERIES. 

Mr.  Merger,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict  of  Coliuibia,  who  were  instructed,  on  the  8tk 
instant,  to  make  certain  inquiries  respectiDg  the 
lotteries  authorized  by  the  act  of  the  15th  ofMmjr, 
1820,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  inhafat- 
tants  of  the  City  of  Washington,  and  to  repeal 
all  acts  heretofore  passed  for  that  purpose,"  mad« 
a  report ;  which  was  reed,  and  referred  to  th» 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  The  report  is  as 
follows : 

The  Committee  on  the  Diatrict  of  Columbia,  to 
whom  waa  referred  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Re|H 
reaentativet:,  instructing  tbrm  to  ''  inqoire  into  and  re- 
port to  the  House  the  number  of  lotteries  which  have 
been  inatituted  in  the  Diatrict,  by  virtue  of  an  act 
which  paaaed  the  l&th  of  May  1880,  *to  incorporate 
the  inbabitanta  of  the  City  of  Washington,  and  to  re- 
peal all  acta  heretofbre  passed  for  that  purpose ;'  the 
objects  for  which  the  moneya  are  to  be  raised ;  the 
amount  of  each  scheme,  and  the  total  nominal  value  of 
the  ticketa  offered  for  sale  ;  the  rate  of  reductioa  pro- 
posed to  be  made  from  the  prixes;  and  the  gross  amount 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  said  lottariea,  which  will  come 
into  the  hands  of  the  managers  :  and,  also,  whether 
the  condition  of  the  said  act  of  incorporation  haa  been 
complied  with,  ao  far  aa  it  respects  the  authority  to 
raise  money  by  lotteries;*'  have,  accordingly,  had  the 
aaid  reaolution  under  conaideration,  and  reapectfully 
report : 

That,  under  the  act  of  incorporation  referred  to  ia 
the  aaid  resolution,  one  lottery  only  has  been  author* 
ized  bj  the  Corporatiou  of  the  City  of  Waahington ; 
but  the  committee  presuming  it  to  have  bean  the  pur- 
pose of  the  reaolution  of  the  House  of  RapresentativM 
to  ascertain  how  the  power  to  raise  money  by  lottery 
has  been  hitherto  exerted  by  the  Corporation,  have 
extended  their  inquiry  to  the  lotteriea  authorized  bj 
an  amendment  of  the  former  charter  of  the  Corpo- 
ration. 

The  terma  of  that  amendment  which,  as  far  back  as 
the  6th  of  May,  1813,  vested  in  the  City  Corporati<m 
the  power  of  raising  money  by  lottery,  are,  in  sub- 
stantial import,  the  same  with  those  of  the  renewed 
charter,  except  that  in  the  latter  the  duration  of  this 
power  is  limited  to  ten  yeara.  In  both,  it  is  subjected 
to  the  control  of  the  President  of  the  United  States; 
and  every  reaolution  adopted  by  the  Corporation,  in 
pursuance  of  this  power,  has  been  subsequently  ap- 
proved by  the  Preaident. 

The  firat  resolution  of  the  Beards  of  Aldermen  and 
Common  Council  of  the  City,  in  which  iu  legislative 
power  is  vested  by  its  charter,  authorized  the  raisinf 
of  ten  thonaand  dollars  by  lottery,  «fbr  building,  es- 
tablishing, and  endowing  two  public  school-houses  on 
the  Lancaaterian  system,"  and  received  the  appro- 
bation of  Mr.  Madieon  on  the  23d  of  November,  181S. 

Seven  other  resolutions,  each  giving  power  to  raise 
by  lottery  a  like  amount,  have  emanated  from  the 
aame  authority  aince  the  above  period ;  one  of  these 
resolutions  having  been  approved  in  every  sabsequeat 
year,  except  the  year  1813,  and  the  last  on  the  Slat  ot 
October,  1820. 

The  three  resolotions  next  foDowing  the  first,  add 
to  the  objecu  of  public  utility  sought  to  be  provided 
for  by  that  resolution— s  penitentiary  and  s  city  kail. 


•     J; 


•    J. 
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H.  OP  R. 


LaUerie*  in  the  Dittrict  of  Cdvmbia, 


January,  1821. 


In  purtaance  of  thew  rwolutioM,  the  mtnagen,  m 
whom  the  Corporation  vetted  the  power  of  "rrymg 
their  purpose  into  effect,  have  contracted,  at  different 
period.,  for  the  drawing  of  five  lotteriea,  or  clasaea  of 
«  lottery.  The  first  of  these  aathonied  the  sale  of 
tickeU  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
Mod  dollar*;  and  for  thia  the  Corporation  was,  by 
the  contract  of  the  managers  with  the  lottery  agent, 
to  receive  ten  thousand  dollars ;  but  the  managers  have 
«Uted  to  the  committee  that,  owing  to  a  misunder- 
standing between  themselves  and  the  agent  for  that 
cUss,  they  have,  as  yet,  received  no  part  of  that  sum. 

From  the  second  and  third  classes,  authorizing  the 
sale  of  a  number  of  tickets  of  the  value  of  $300,000, 
the  managers  have  realiied  $20,000,  being  $10,000 
for  each  class. 

From  the  fourth  class,  which  is  now  drawing,  and 
the  tickets  of  which  amount  in  gross  value  to  $210,- 
000,  the  managers  will  have  received  in  course  of  the 
ensuing  month  $6,666  67 ;  and  from  the  fifth  claas, 
the  tickeU  of  which  are  computed  at  $400,000,  they 
expect  to  realize  the  further  sum  of  $13,333  33,  being 
in  all  $40,000,  from  the  authority  granted  by  the  res- 
olutions of  eight  years. 

Copies  of  the  schemes  of  these  lotteries  have  been 
submitted  to  the  committee  by  the  Mayor  of  the  city 
of  Washington,  through  whom  the  preceding  facts 
have  been  collected.  In  all  of  them  the  rate  of  reduc- 
tion from  the  prizes  is  fifteen  per  centum. 

The  committee  having  reported  all  the  facts  called 
for  by  the  resolution  of  Uie  House  of  Representatives, 
are  required  to  pronounce  an  opinion  on  the  question, 
"  whether  the  condition  of  the  act  of  corporation  of 
the  city  of  Washington  has  been  complied  with,  so 
far  as  it  respects  thObT^authority  to  raise  money  by 
lotteries." 

As  this  question  is  likely  to  be  involved  in  a  judicial 
inquiry,  now  pending  in  one  or  more  of  the  courts  of 
the  United  Stales,  the  committee  hope  to  be  excused 
by  the  House  for  forbearing  to  express  any  opinion  on 
it.  They  have  annexed  to  this  report  the  original 
correspondence  through  which  the  preceding  facts  have 
been  collected ;  together  with  a  copy  of  one  of  the 
contracts  between  the  managers,  appointed  by  the 
city  corporation,  and  the  contractor  for  drawing  one 
of  the  lotteries  authorized  by  a  resolution  of  the  cor- 
poration ;  and  such  extracts  from  the  old  and  new 
charters  of  the  city  of  Washington  as  may  serve  to 
illustrate  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  authority  vested 
in  the  corporation  to  raise  money  by  lottery  ;  in  rela- 
tion to  all  which  they  respoclfully  submit  the  following 
resolution  to  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  for  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  express  any  opinion  on  the  ques- 
tion, whether  the  condition  of  the  act  of  incorporation 
of  the  city  of  Washington  has  been  complied  with 
by  the  corporation,  so  far  as  regards  the  authority  to 
raise  money  by  lottery. 


WASHiiivTOir,  MiToa's  Orrics, 

January  16,  1821. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  note  of  the  12th 
instant,  snbmitting  to  me  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  8th  insUnt,  relative  to  the  city 
lotteries  deretobre  authorised  by  Congress,  I  transmit 
letters,  with  other  documents,  from  the  register  of  this 
city  and  the  president  of  the  board  of  managers  of 
said  lotteries,  which  contain  the  information  desired. 
As  to  the  purposes  for  which  the  moneys  are  to  be 
raised,  I  reply,  that  a  penitentiary,  two  Lancasteriaa 
school-houses,  and  a  city  hall,  are  to  be  built  out  of 
those  funds.  The  latter  has  been  commenced  on  a 
magnificent  scale,  and  is  progressing  with  great  ra- 
pidity, and,  if  not  impeded  by  the  acts  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  different  States,  as  it  respects  our  lotteries, 
we  shall,  in  a  few  years,  accomplish  these  desirable 
objects,  and  thereby  improve  and  embellish  the  me> 
tropolis  of  the  Union  to  a  considerable  extent,  which, 
in  a  national  point  of  view,  is  the  property  of  the 
nation  ;  therefore,  it  is  reasonable  to  conclude,  for  rea- 
sons obvious  to  us  all,  that  it  would  be  the  pride  and 
interest  of  every  man  in  the  country  to  aid  the  inhab- 
itants of  this  city  in  beautifying  and  adorning  the 
metropolis  of  their  Union.  I  beg  you  will  excuse  this 
small  digression  from  the  subject  of  your  call. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  &,c. 

SAMUEL  N.  SMALLWOOD. 

Hon.  Charlxs  F.  Msacia, 

Chairman  Dittrict  Committee. 


WisHixoToii,  Mator'b  Office, 

Jantuuy  16,  1821. 

8im:  Your  note  of  the  12th  instant  has  been  re- 
eeired,  enclosing  a  resolution  passed  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject  of 
the  city  lotteries.  I  am  now  collecting  the  informa- 
tion you  may  require,  and  the  moment  it  is  obtained 
I  ahall  transmit  or  wait  on  you  with  the  same. 

I  have,  Ac  8.  N.  SMALLWOOD. 

Hon.  Charlxs  F.  Mxrcxb, 


Washihstos,  Rxoistbr's  Orrics, 

January  15,  1821. 

Sib:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  herewith 
transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  the  first  resolution  of  the 
corporation  authorizing  the  raising  of  $10,000  by  lot* 
tery ;  and  an  abstract  of  all  the  succeeding  resolutions. 
First  resolution  : 

Resolved  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  Board  of 
Common  Council  of  tfu  City  of  Washington,  That 
it  is  expedient  to  raise,  by  lottery,  the  sum  of  ten 
thousand  dollars  (clear  of  expenses)  for  the  following 
object,  to  the  accomplishment  of  which  the  ordinary 
funds  of  the  city  are  inadequate,  viz : 

For  building,  esUblishing,  and  endowing  two  public 
school-houses  on  the  Lancasterian  system,  (one  in  the 
eastern,  and  one  in  the  western  section  of  the  city,) 
the  sum  of  ten  thousaad  dollars. 

Resolved,  That  the  Mayor  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  re- 
quested to  present  the  foregoing  resolution  to  the 
President  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  respectfully  solicit 
his  approbation  thereto. 

.\pproved,  November  23,  1812. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Second  resolution,  authorizing  the  raising  of  ten 
thousand  dollars  for  a  penitentiary. 
Approved,  August  3,  1814. 

JAMES  MADISON. 


Third   resolution,  authorizing   the    raising   of 
thousand  dollars  for  a  town-house  or  city  hall. 
Approved,  May  10,  1815. 
^^  JAMES  MADISON. 

Fourth  resolution,  authorizing  the  raising  of  ten 
thousand  dollars  for  two  public  school-houses,  a  peni- 
tentiary, and  a  city  hall. 

Approved,  April  20,  1816.  

/\  *^  JAMES  MADISON. 
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Jandart,  1821. 


Lotteries  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 


H.  ov  R. 


Fifth    resolution,    authorizing   the   raising    of    ten 
thousand  dollars  for  same. — Approved,  April  5,  1617. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Sixth    resolution,   authorizing   the   raising  of  ten 
thousand  dollars  for  same. — Approved,  Oft.  19.  1818. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Seventh  resolution,  authorizing  the  raising  of  ten 
thousand  dollars  for  aame. — Approved,  Oct  29,  1819. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Eighth  resolution,  authorizing  the  raising  of  ten 
thousand  dollars  for  same. — Approved,  Oct.  31,  1820. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  HEWITT, 

RoGxm  C.  WxioBTXAir,  Esq. 

Extracts  from  the  old  and  new  charters  of  the  City 
of  Washington,  illustrative  of  its  power  to  raise 
money  by  tottery. 

That  the  said  corporation  shall  have  full  power  and 
authority  to  authorize,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  the  drawing  of  lotte- 
ries for  the  erection  of  bridges,  and  effecting  any  im- 
portant improvements  in  the  city  which  the  ordinary 
revenue  thereof  will  not  accomplish,  for  the  term  of 
ten  years :  Provided,  That  the  amount  so  authorized 
to  be  raised  in  each  year  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
ten  thousand  dollars,  clear  of  expenses. 

The  said  corporation  shall  also  have  power  and  au- 
thority to  provide  for  the  establishment  and  superin-  | 
tendence  of  public  schools,  and  to  endow  the  same  *, 
to  establish  and  erect  hospitals  or  pest-houses,  watch 
and  work-bouses,  houses  of  correction,  penitentiary, 
and  other  public  buildings,  and  to  pass  all  laws  which 
shall  be  deemed  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying 
into  execution  the  powers  vested  by  this  act  in  the 
said  corporation  or  its  oflBccrs.  [Pamphlet  copy,  page 
87  of  the  acU  of  the  1st  session,  16lh  Congress.] 

By  an  act  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, which  passed  May  6,  1812,  the  corporation 
was  vested  with  full  power  to  authorize  the  drawing 
of  lotteries,  for  effecting  any  important  improvement 
in  the  city  which  the  ordinary  funds  or  revenue  there- 
of will  not  accomplish :  Prodded,  That  the  amount 
to  be  raised  in  each  year  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
ten  thousand  dollars  :  And  provided,  also,  That  the 
object  for  which  the  money  is  intended  to  be  raised 
shall  be  first  submitted  to  the  President  of  the  United 
Sutes,  and  shall  be  approved  of  by  him  ;  and  to  pass 
all  laws  which  shall  be  deemed  necessary  and  proper 
for  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers ;  and 
all  other  powers  vested  in  the  corporation  or  any  of 
its  officers,  either  by  this  act  or  any  former  one.  [Vol. 
11,  Laws  of  the  United  Slates,  page  153.] 


will  more  fully  appear  by  the  enclosed  letter  from  the 
register  of  the  city. 

That  the  board  of  managers  have,  by  authority  of 
the  resolutions  of  the  corporation,  contracted  for  five 
classes  of  lotteries ;  that  the  first  class  amounted,  in 
gross,  to  $150,000,  for  which  the  managers  were  to 
receive  $10,000,  but  that,  owing  to  a  misunderstand- 
ing between  them  and  the  contractor  for  that  class, 
they  have  not,  as  yet,  received  a  cent ;  that,  from  the 
second  and  third  classes,  amounting  in  gross  to  $300,- 
000  each,  the  managers  have  realized  $20,000,  being. 
$10,000  for  each  scheme  ;  that,  from  the  fourth  claaa, 
now  drawing,  amounting  in  gross  to  $210,000,  the 
managers  have  received,  and  will  receive  in  the  course 
of  the  month  of  February  ensuing,  $6,666  67  ;  that, 
from  the  fifth  class,  amounting  in  gross  to  $400,000, 
the  managers  expect  to  realize  $13,333  83;  that  15 
per  cent,  has  been  the  uniform  deduction  firom  all 
prizes,  ss  will  sppear  by  the  enclosed  schemes. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  6lc. 

R.  C.  WEIGHTMAN, 
President  of  the  Managtra. 

Samuel  N.  Sx allwood,  Esq.,  Mayor. 


Washixgtox,  January  14,  1821. 
Sib:  I  have  this  moment  received  your  communi- 
cation of  this  morning,  enclosing  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  a  letter  of  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia, 
on  the  subject  of  the  lotteries  authorized  by  the  char- 
ter of  this  city,  and,  by  direction  of  the  board  of  man- 
agers of  the  lotteries,  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the 
corporation  has,  by  authority  of  the  late  and  present 
charter,  authorized,  up  to  this  period,  the  raising  by 
lottery  of  $80,000,  for  the  erection  of  two  Lancaste- 
rian school-houses,  a  penitentiary,  and  a  city  hall,  as 


Scheme  of  first  class  nationai 

lottery. 

1  prize  of  $30,000 

is 

- 

$30,000 

1       do         20,000 

- 

20,000 

2       do         10,000 

are 

20,000 

3       do           5,000 

- 

15,000 

5       do           1,000 

. 

6,000 

6       do              500 

- 

3,000 

20       do              100 

- 

2,000 

100       do                50 

- 

5,000 

2,000       do                25 

m 

50,000 

2,138  prizes. 

$160,000 

3,862  blanks. 

6,000  tickeU  at  $25  is  $150,000. 
Subject  to  a  deduction  of  15  per  cent. 

Scheme  of  third  doss  national  lottery 


1  prize  of  $50,000 


1       do 

25,000 

I       do 

10,000 

4       do 

5,000 

70       do 

1,000 

50       do 

100 

10,000       do 

12 

10,127  prizes. 

19,873  blanks. 

IS 


are 


$50,000 
25,000 
10,000 
20,000 
70.000 
5,000 

120,000 

$300,000 


30,000  UckeU  at  $10  is  $300,000. 
Subject  to  a  deduction  of  15  per  cent. 

Scheme  of  fourth  class  national  lottery. 


1  prize  of  $35,000 

1       do  10,000 

3       do  5,000 

40       do  1,000 

10       do  500 

50       do  100 

10,000       do  10 

10,105  prizes. 
19,895  blanks. 


IS 


are 


$35,000 

10,000 

15,000 

40,000 

5,000 

5,000 

100,000 

$210,000 


30,000  tickeU  at  $7  is  $210,000. 
Subject  to  a  deduction  of  15  per  cent. 
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Btdances  of  Appropriationg. 


Jahoaht,  1821. 


JanOary,  1821. 


Seamen — United  Statea  Navy. 


H.  or  R. 


: 


Contract  for  the  fifth  class  of  a  lottery. 
Memorandgm  of  an  agreement  made  thiaTth  day  of 
Octoler,  1820,  between  Roger  C.  Weightman,  presi- 
dent of  the  board  of  managers  of  the  lotteries  author- 
ized  by  a  law  of  the  corporation  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, entitled  "An  act  authorizing  a  lottery  or  lotte- 
ries in  the  City  of  Washington,  for  the  purposes 
therein  mentioned."  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  a  majority  of  the  said  managers,  of  the  one 
part,  and  David  Gillespie,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  of 
the  other  part,  viz :  . ,         .     . 

The  said  Roger  C.  Weightman,  as  president,  bath 
•greed  to  sell  to  the  said  David  Gillespie  the  right  and 
privilege  of  a  lottery,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  $13,- 
333  33,  clear  of  expenses,  as  authorized  in  and  by  the 
said  act  of  the  corporation  of  Washington,  he  con- 
forming, in  all  respects,  to  the  provisions  and  true 
intent   and  meaning  of  the  said  act;  that  the  said 
David  Gillespie  shall   not  publish  the  scheme  of  the 
said  lottery  until  the  same  shall  be  submitted  to  and 
approved  by  the  said  managers,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
nor  until   he  shall  execute  and  deliver  a  bond  to  the 
said  managers,  with  suflficient  security,  in  the  penal 
sum  of  $20,000,  to  be  approved  of  by  the  said  mana- 
gers, or  a  majority  of  them,  conditioned  for  the  true 
and  faithful  discharge  of  his  doty  in  selling  the  tickets, 
the  payment  of  the  prizes,  and  for  conducting  the  said 
lottery  fairly  and  honestly,  according  to  the  true  in- 
tent and  meaning  of  this  agreement,  and  of  the  said 
law  of  the  corporation  of  Washington ;  that  the  said 
David  Gillespie  is  to  be  at  the  entire  expense  of  the 
said  lottery,  and  thall,  before  the  commencement  of 
the  drawing  thereof,  pay  to  the  president  of  the  said 
board  of  managers  the  sum  of  $13,333  33,  being  the 
full  consideration  for  the  said  lottery  to  the  said  man- 
agers; that  the  said    manager?,  or    a   committee  of 
them,  or  such  other  person  or  persons  as  they  may 
appoint,  shall  have  the  privilege  at  all  times  of  exam- 
ining into  the  state  of  the  said  lottery,  which  shall  be 
drawn  in  the  City  of  Washington,  in  the  presence  of 
at  least  three  of  the  said  managers,  and  shall  be  con- 
cluded within  one  year  from  the  commencement  of  the 
drawing,  and  the  prizes  paid  within  the  time  limited 
in  the  said  act  of  the  corporation  ;  that  the  scheme  of 
the  said  lottery  shall  not  exceed,  in  the  gross  amount, 
the  sum  of  $400,000. 

And  it  is  the  understanding  of  the  parties  that  the 
said  David  Gillespie  shall  have  the  refusal  of  the  lotte- 
ries for  raising  the  balance  of  the  money  authorized  by 
the  said  act  of  the  corporation  of  Washington,  paying 
at  the  rate  of  $3,333  33  for  every  $100,000  of  the  gross 
amount. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  parties  have  hereto 
subscribed  their  names,  the  day  and  year  first  above 
written. 

DAVID  GILLESPIE, 
R.  C.  WEIGHTMAN, 

President. 

BALANCES  OF  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  author- 
izing the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  transfer 
cettain  balances  of  appropriations  to  the  surplus 
fund  ;  and  the  amendment  reported  thereto  yester- 
day by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was 
read,  and  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  the  set- 
tlement of  th«  accounts  of  the  Navy  Department  for 
services  or  lifjplies  accruing  prior  to  the  first  day  of 


July,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen,  the  expendi- 
tures shall  be  charged  to  arrearages  ;  and  that  the  un- 
expended balances  of  any  appropriations  made  for  the 
naval  service  prior  to  that  time  may  be  applied  to  the 
payment  of  such  expenditures  without  regard  to  the 
particular  object  for  which  such  appropriations  were 
made. 

Mr.  Meigs  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  these  words :  "  Of  the  moneys  appro- 

Srialed  for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  je- 
emption  of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt,  one 
million  five  hundred  and  ninety  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  forty-five  dollars  and  seventy  cents  ;" 
so  as  to  exempt  this  sum  from  being  carried  to  the 
surplus  fund. 

And,  the  question  being  taken  so  to  amend,  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative.  And  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monhay,  January  29. 

Mr.  Wendover  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
remonstrating  against  a  proclamation  of  the  Su- 
preme Director  of  the  Republic  of  Chili,  dated 
the  20th  of  August  last,  declaring  in  a  state  of 
rigorous  blockade  all  the  ports  and  anchorages  of 
South  America,  from  Iquiqui  to  Guayaquil  inclu- 
sive, embracing  a  range  of  coast  more  extensive 
than  the  whole  Atlantic  frontier  of  the  United 
States,  and  praying  that  the  naval  forces  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  Pacific  ocean,  may  be  so 
augmented  as  to  afford  efficient  protection  to  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States  in  that  sea ;  which 
memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Affairs. 

Mr.  Rhea  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  certificates  ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  Crute. 

Mr.  Whitman,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  11th  instant,  reported  a  bill  to  continue  in 
force  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  cur- 
rency within  the  United  States  of  the  gold  coins 
of  Great  Britain,  France,  Portugal,  and  Spain," 
passed  on  the  29th  day  of  April,  1816,  so  far  as 
the  same  relates  to  the  crowns  and  five  franc 
pieces  of  France ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  reply  to  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  the  Uth  instant,  re- 
specting the  inspectors,  weighers,  gangers,  and 
measurers,  employed  in  the  custom-nouses  of  the 
United  States  within  the  last  five  years,  and  ac- 
companied with  a  statement  of  the  names  of  the 
persons  employed  as  agents  for  building  and  sup- 
plying lighthouses,  revenue  cutters,  and  marine 
hospitals,  for  the  last  five  years,  with  the  moneys 
paid  to  each ;  which  letter  and  statement  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Floyd  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taM^ 
I  one  day  for  consideration : 


Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
War  be  required  to  inform  this  House  how  many  fac- 
tors, or  trading-houses,  sre  now  established  in  the 
United  Sutes,  and  territories  thereof ;  the  date  of  the 
establishment  of  each ;  the  points  at  which  they  are 
located  ;  the  number  of  persons  attached  to  each  ;  the 
nomber  of  troops,  if  any,  and  other  military  protection 
allowed  to  each  ;  likewise  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
business  done  at  each  house  for  ten  years  last  past, 
showing  the  amount  of  goods  sent  to  each  station  an- 
nually ;  the  expense  of  transportation  there;  the 
amount  sold,  and  the  receipts  at  each  house,  distin- 
guishing between  cash  and  peltries,  and  the  expense 
of  transporting  them  to  Washington  ("ity  ;  the  price 
at  which  peltries  have  been  sold  at  Georgetown,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia;  the  expense  of  keeping  up 
each  trading-house,  distinguishing  between  the  salary 
of  the  factors  and  their  assiftanU;  the  contingeocivs 
and  the  military  protection ;  with  a  list  of  the  Indians 
civilized  and  converted  to  the  Christian  faith  by  the 
operation  of  the  factory  system,  from  its  establishment 
in  179G,  up  to  this  day ;  together  with  a  statement  of 
the  entire  amount  of  money  drawn  from  the  Treasury 
on  account  of  the  factory  system,  from  its  commence- 
ment until  this  time. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  whether  there  be  any  tracts  or 
parcels  of  land  belonging  to  the  United  Slates, 
and  now  or  heretofore  used  as  sites  for  forts,  gar- 
risons, or  camps,  and  which  are  no  longer  neces- 
sary for  such  purposes,  and  may  be  sold  without 
injury  to  the  public  service. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Nathan  Ford,"  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit:  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nicholas  Perkins;" 
"  An  act  explanatory  of  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
James  Leander  Cathcart,"  passed  May  the  15th, 
in  the  year  1820;  and  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  Coffee;"  were  severally  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred,  the  first  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  the  second  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims,  and  the  third  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  title-s,  to  wit: 
"An  act  to  establish  the  district  of  Pearl  river ;" 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Webster;"  and  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  entry  of  merchandise  imported 
into  the  United  States  from  any  adjacent  terri- 
tory;" were  severally  read  the  third  time,  and 
pas.sed. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  a  machine  to 
be  built  for  hauling  up  ships;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

An  engrossed  bill,  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  transfer  certain  nalances  of  appro- 
priations to  the  surplus  fund,  was  read  the  third 
time;  and,  being  on  its  passage,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
LowNnES,  it  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  ai>d  Means. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  sundry  persons  in  Balti- 
more (for  the  detention  of  the  ships  sunk  during 
the  late  war  for  defence)  was  read  a  third  time. 


Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on 
the  ground  that  it  proposed  to  go  too  far  in  allow- 
ing for  the  whole  time  the  vessels  remained  sunk, 
instead  of  such  a  time  as  might  have  been  neces- 
sary to  raise  and  repair  them. 

On  request  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
motion  was  so  varied  by  Mr.  Williams  as  to  em- 
brace a  reference  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
instead  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  was 
then  agreed  to.  -^ 

SEAMEN— UNITED  STATES  NAVT. 

Mr.  Barbodr,  from  the  Committee  on  Naral 
Affairs,  who  were  instructed,  on  the  11th  instant, 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  limiting  by  law 
the  number  of  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and  bojrs, 
to  be  annually  employed  in  the  service  of  me 
United  States,  and  also  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
ducing the  number  now  actually  in  service,  madi; 
a  report  thereon  ;  which  was  read,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Union.     The  report  is  as  follows: 

That,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  the  third  of 
March,  1801,  a  Naval  Peace  Establishment  was  fixed 
by  law,  providing  the  number  of  ships  which  should 
be  kept  in  constant  service,  in  time  of  peace,  and  that 
the  residue  should  be  laid  up  in  ordinary,  with  a  sail- 
ing-master, certain  petty  officers,  seamen,  and  ma- 
rines, attached  to  each  vessel  thus  laid  up ;  authoria- 
ing  the  President  to  officer  and  man  the  vessels  to  be 
retained  in  actual  service,  as  he  might  direct,  limiting 
him,  however,  to  two-thirds  of  the  then  present  comple- 
ment of  seamen  and  ordinary  seamen,  (by  which  the 
committee  understand  the  two-thirds  of  the  then  fall 
crews  of  the  ships  retained,)  limiting  the  number  of 
captains,  lieutenants,  and  midshipmen,  to  be  retained 
in  the  navy  service  in  time  of  peace,  and  authorizing 
the  President  to  discharge  all  the  other  officers  in  the 
navy  service  of  the  United  States.  That,  by  another 
act  of  Congress,  approved  April  Slat,  1806,  the  Pre- 
sident was  authorized  to  keep  in  actual  service,  in 
time  of  peace,  as  many  of  the  frigates  and  other  arm> 
ed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  as,  in  his  judgment, 
the  nature  of  the  service  might  require,  and  to  cause 
the  residue  to  be  laid  up  in  ordinary  in  convenient 
ports ;  and  the  President  was  authorized  to  officer 
and  man  the  public  armed  vessels  in  actual  service  in 
time  of  peace  as  he  might  direct ;  but  the  act  just  re- 
ferred to  limited  the  number  of  captains,  masters  coB- 
manuant,  lieutenants,  and  midshipmen  ;  it  limited, 
too,  the  number  of  able  seamen,  ordinary  seamen, 
and  boys,  to  nine  hundred  and  twenty-five,  and  au- 
thorized the  President  to  sppoint,  for  the  vessels  in 
actual  service,  as  many  officers  of  the  grades  therein 
mentioned  as  might,  in  his  opinion,  be  necessary  and 
proper.  That,  by  another  act,  approved  March  third, 
1807,  the  President  was  authorized,  in  addition  to  the 
then  present  Naval  Peace  Establishment,  to  employ  a 
number  of  able  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and  boyst 
not  exceeding  five  hundred,  should  the  exigency  of 
the  public  service  require  it.  That,  by  another  act,  ap- 
proved January  3l8t,  1809,  it  was  provided  that,  in 
addition  to  the  frigates  then  employed  in  actual 
service,  there  should  be  fitted  out,  officered,  and  raaa- 
ned,  four  other  frigates  by  name ;  and  that  the  Presi* 
dent  might  equip,  man,  and  employ,  in  actual  serriec, 
as  many  of  the  pubUc  armed  vessels,  then  laid  up  bk 
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ordinmry,  and  ganbotti,  ■«,  in  hw  judgment,  the  pub- 
lic serTice  might  require  ;  and,  for  the  purpoM  of  car- 
FTing  the  proviBiona  of  the  aaid  act  into  effect,  the 
PrcBident  waa  authorized,  in  addition  to  the  number 
of  petty  officera,  able  aeamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and 
boya,  then  authorized  by  law,  to  appoint,  and  cause 
to  be  employed,    three    hundred   midshipmen,  three 
thousand  six  hundred  able  seamen,  ordinary  seamen, 
and  boys,  to  be  engaged  to  serve  for  a  period  not  ex- 
ceeding two  years,  but  subject  to  be  sooner  discharg- 
ed.    That,  by  another  act,  passed  June  28th,  1809, 
the  President  waa  authorized,  in  the  event  of  a  favo- 
rable change  in  the  foreign  relations  of  the  country, 
to  cause  to  be  discharged  from  actual  service,  and  laid 
up  in  ordinary,  such  of  the  frigates  and  public  armed 
vessels  as,  in  his  judgment,  a  due  regard  to  the  public 
security  and  interest  would  permit.     That,  by  another 
act  of  Congress,  passed  March  30lh,  1812,  the  Presi- 
dent was  authorized  to  cause  to  be  immediately  re- 
paired, equipped,   and   put  into   actual   service,  three 
frigates  by  name ;  and  it  was  provided,  that  the  of- 
ficers anil  seamen  of  the  navy  might  be  increased  so 
far  aa  waa  necessary  to  officer,  man,  and  equip   the 
Teasels  so  to  be  put  into  service.     That,  by  another 
act  of  Congreas,  passed  January  2,  1813,  it  was  pro- 
Tided,   that  the  President  should  cause  tu  be  built, 
equipped,  and  employed,  four  ships,  to  rate  not  less 
than  seventy-four  guns,  and  six  to  rate  forty-four  guns 
each;  and  the  number  of  commissioned  and  wan  ant 
officera,  petty  officers,  able  seamen,  ordinary  seamen, 
and  boys,  to  be  employed  oo  board  each  of  the  said  ships 
of  seventy-four  guns,  was  fixed  by  the  act  ;  the  crew, 
■o  far  aa  it  consisted  of  seamen  and  boys,  wa«  limited 
tD  two  hundred  able  seamen,  and  three  hundred  ordi- 
nary seamen  and  boys.     That,  by  another  act,  paased 
March  3d,  1813,  the  President  was  authorized  to  have 
built,  manned,  equipped,  and  commissioned,  for  service, 
six  sloops  of  war,  and,  also,  to  have  built  or  procured, 
'aa  many  sloops,  to  be  employed  on  the  lakes,  as  the 
public  service  might   require ;  and,  by  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  last  mentioned   act,  the  President  was  au- 
thorized to  appoint  such  officers,  and  to  employ  such 
number  of  seamen,  aa   might  be  necessary    for  such 
vessels  as  were  authorized   by  law  to  be  put  in  com- 
mission, any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  committee  have  thought  it  proper  to  give  to 
the  House  a  brief  Tiew  of  the   progress  of  legislation 
in  relation  to  this  subject,  and  they  believe  the  forego- 
ing stetch  subfeUntially  to  present  it.     Upon  a  refer- 
ence to  the  various  acta  of  Congress  before  referred 
to,  it  will  be  found  that,  both  in   the  yeara  1801  and 
1806,  there  was  a   Naval   Peace   Establishment  fixed 
by  law,  limiting  not  only  the  number  of  seamen  and 
boys,  but  of  officera  also.     It  will  be  found,  too,  as 
your  committee   believe,  by  reference  to  dates  com- 
pared with  the  history  of  the  country,  and  indeed  to 
the  language  of  some  of  the  acta  of  Congreas  them- 
selves, that  the   subsequent  provisions,  in   relation   to 
the  Naval  Establishment  of  the  United  8utes,  had  re- 
ference directly  to  what  either  then  was  or  probably 
soon  would  be,  the  relation  of  the  country  to  foreign 
Governmeota  ;  in  abort,  that  they  looked  directly  to  a 
atate  either  of  actual  or  probable  war. 

Your  committee  understand  the  resolution  referred 
to  them  to  relate  to  the  number  of  aeamen  and  boya  ne- 
cessary to  be  employed  in  time  of  peace,  and  whether 
that  ahall  be  fixed  by  law.  In  the  present  aUte  of 
things  the  only  limitation  upon  the  number  of  aeamen 
is  to  be  found  in  the  appropriation  bill,  which,  in  effect, 


annually  limita  the  number  to  be  employed  by  the 
amount  of  the  appropriation  annually  made  for  that 
object.  Your  committee  believe,  that  the  proper  of- 
fice of  the  appropriation  bill,  ia,  aa  far  aa  practicable, 
to  provide  means  for  objecta  authorized  by  exiating 
laws ;  there  are  indeed,  caaea  which,  on  account  of  the 
contingent  or  uncertain  character  of  the  expenditure, 
constitute  exceptions  to  this  rule ;  but,  in  general,  the 
rule  is  considered  as  a  sound  one. 

Your  committee  would  further  remark  that,  in  in- 
vestigating thia  subject,  they  have  extended  their  in- 
quiriea  beyond  the  mere  acope  of  the  resolution,  into 
the  propriety  of  fixing  a  Naval  Peace  EsUblishment, 
embracing  as  well  the  number  of  officers  a«  ships  to 
be  kept  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  time  of 
peace ;  and  they  beg  leave  shortly  to  submit  aome  of 
their  reasons  for  thinking  that  there  should  be  a  Peace 
Establishment  in  the  Navy  as  well  as  the  Army.  Al- 
though, by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  8tatea,  the 
President  is  commander-in-chief  of  the  Army  and 
Navy,  yet  it  belongs  to  Congress  to  "raise  and  sup- 
port" the  one,  and  "to  provide  and  maintain"  the 
other;  the  power  to  provide  and  maintain  implies  that 


of  determining  th:j  quantum;  a  question,  the  decision 


of  which  ought  not  to  be  left,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
committee,  to  the  Executive  Department,  and  yet,  in 
practice,  it  is  in  effect  left  to  Executive  decision;  for, 
aa  has  been  before  remarked,  there  being  no  perma- 
nent law  in  force  limiting  the  number  of  officers,  ships, 
or  men,  to  be  kept  in  service,  the  only  limitation  is  in 
the  amount  of  appropriation  ;  and  your  committee  be- 
lieve that  in  practice  the  amount  of  the  estimates  has 
generally  been  appropriated,  without  any  discussion  in 
Congress  as  to  the  necessity  of  them.  Whatever  con- 
fidence we  may  have  in  the  Executive,  it  seems  not  to 
be  right,  in  principle,  to  leave  to  its  discretion,  in  effect, 
the  decision  of  a  queation  which  belongs  to  the  Legis- 
lature. 

Your  committee  believe  that  in  Great  Britain,  though 
the  number  of  seamen  is  not  fixed  by  a  permanent 
law,  yet  it  is  settled  by  the  annual  vote  of  Parliament. 
If  there  were  probable  danger  of  war,  or  difficulty  in 
our  foreign  relations,  it  might  not  be  expedient  to  fix 
the  number  of  seamen  by  a  permanent  law,  but,  in  the 
preaent  circumstances  of  the  country,  it  seems  to  your 
committee  it  may  be  done.  It  will  be  remembered  it 
is  a  Peace  Establishment  which  is  contemplated  ;  when 
war  shall  come,  or  even  upon  its  probable  approach, 
both  the  Army  and  Navy  will  doubtless  be  placed 
upon  a  footing  suited  to  the  then  altered  state  of  the 
country. 

Your  committee  would  further  remark,  that  an  ad- 
ditional reason  with  them  for  inclining  to  a  Peace  Es- 
tablishment is  to  fix  the  number  of  officers  who,  they 
beheve,  in  many  grades,  are  too  numerous,  and  yet  for 
all  whom,  unless  their  number  shall  be  reduced  by 
law,  an  appropriation  must  be  made. 

Your  committee  are  aware  that  this  is  a  difficult  and 
delicate  subject;  the  officera  of  the  Navy  in  the  recent 
war  not  only  distinguished  themselves,  but,  by  break- 
ing the  charm  of  invincibility  belonging  to  the  Briiiah 
Navy,  contributed  much  both  to  our  glory  and  our 
solid  strength  as  a  nation.  The  committee  are  olao 
aware  that  many  of  them  have  devoted  some  of  their 
best  yeara  to  their  profeaaion ;  yet,  if  the  intereat  of  the 
country  requires  a  reduction,  painful  aa  the  duty  ia,  it 
is  one  which  ought  to  be  performed.  In  relaUon  to  the 
number  of  ahips  to  be  retained  in  service,  the  reaaons 
which  would  prove  the  propriety  of  fixing  the  number 
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of  aeamen,  would  apply  with  full  force  to  them ;  in- 
deed, it  ia  another  state  of  the  same  question,  in  sub- 
atance,  aince,  if  the  number  of  aeamen  be  fixed,  no  more 
Teasels  will  be  employed  than  they  can  man ;  and  the 
fixing  a  certain  maximum  of  seamen  is  considered  a 
more  judicious  course  than  to  fix  the  number  of  ahipa, 
inasmuch  as  the  President  will  then  be  left  at  liberty  to 
use  such  classes  of  vessell  as  may,  in  his  opinion,  be  best 
adapted  to  the  nature  of  the  aervice ;  the  aggregate  of 
the  guns,  however,  being  limited  by  the  number  of 
men  allowed  to  man  them. 

Your  committee  have  aaid,  that  they  consider  the 
•fficers  of  many  of  the  grades  as  too  numerous ;  they 
will  now  proceed  to  state  the  grounds  of  their  opinion. 
They  have  not  for  a  moment  entertained  the  idea  of 
paring  dawn  the  officera  of  the  Navy  to  any  thing  like 
a  mere  sufficiency  to  officer  the  ships  to  be  actually 
retained  in  service  in  time  of  peace ;  it  ia  obvioualy 
impossible,  upon  this  subject,  to  select  any  given  num- 
ber, and  show  that  it  is  precisely  the  right  one ;  some 
reasonable  rule  muat  be  adopted. 

Your  committee  have  acted  upon  the  principle  that, 
whilat,  on  the  one  hand,  the  mere  number  ol  officers 
necessary  for  the  vessels  in  actual  aervice  ia  not  suffi- 
cient, with  a  view  to  the  future  progress  and  prosperity 
of  the  Navy,  on  the  other,  it  would  be  entirely  out 
of  the  queation  to  employ,  in  time  of  peace,  aa  many 
aa  would  officer  our  whole  Navy,  built  and  to  be  built, 
in  time  of  war.  They  have,  therefore,  selected  what 
they  consider  a  medium  between  these  extremes;  it 
appears,  by  the  Naval  Register  of  1821,  that  the  total 
number  of  guns  of  our  ships,  which  are  built,  equipped, 
and  launched,  (which  description  includes  the  three 
line-of-battle  ships  Ohio,  North  Carolina,  and  Dela- 
ware, which  are  believed  not  to  be  equipped,)  amounta 
to  aeven  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  of  all  classes  of 
Teaaela,  gunboato  included. 

Your  committee  have  thought  that,  if  we  retained  in 
service  in  time  of  peace  a  sufficient  number  of  commis- 
sioned and  warrant  officers  to  officer  all  those  upon  the 
War  Establishment,  it  would  afford  a  liberal  Peace 
Eatablishment.  Bringing  the  number  of  officers  to  this 
standard,  the  committee  find  that  there  are  varioua 
ranks  in  which  the  present  number  considerably  ex- 
ceeds that  which  would  be  required  by  the  rule  just 
stated  ;  they  will  descend  to  particulara  in  a  few  grades, 
in  which  the  excess  is  relatively  most  considerable; 
thus,  upon  this  scale,  there  is  an  excess  of  fifteen  post 
captaina;  of  twenty  masters  commandant ;  of  seventy 
lieutenants;  of  twenty-aeven  surgeons;  of  more  than 
forty  sailing-masters.  There  are,  perhaps,  two  or  three 
gradea  in  which  an  allowance  of  a  few  more  t^an  even 
this  acale  would  produce,  might  be  judicious  ;  amongst 
them,  probably,  might  be  placed  the  midshipmen,  who 
may  be  considered  as  constituting  the  nursery  of  the 
future  commanders  of  our  ships;  this,  however,  would 
only  vary  the  reault  in  an  inconsiderable  degree.  The 
committee  forbear  to  go  into  further  detail  upon  this 
subitct,  because,  if  the  House  should  adopt  the  prin- 
ciple, the  detail  could  be  presented  in  a  bill. 

As  to  the  aeamen,  if  it  ahould  be  decided  to  fix  the 
number  by  law,  the  resolution  then  direcU  the  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the 
number  now  in  actual  aervice.  Upon  this  subject  the 
committee  would  remark,  that  it  will  be  seen,  by  ad- 
verting to  a  leiter  from  the  Navy  Department,  under 
date  of  the  lllh  December,  1820,  amongst  the  printed 
documents,  that  the  whole  force  of  the  veasela  of  war 
ia  the  actual  servica  of  the  Unitad  States  amounts  to 


about  three  hundred  and  thirty-five  guna,  distributed 
as  is  mentioned  in  the  same  letter.     Your  committee 
incline  to  the  opinion,  that  the  following  diminutioa 
of  that  force  may  be  made  without  injury  to  the  public 
service,  viz :    instead  of  corvettea  and  a  sloop  on  the 
coaat  of  Africa,  whose  object  ia  the  anppreaaion  of  pi- 
racy and  the  slave  trade,  three  of  the  schoonera  author- 
ized by  the  act  of  the  last  session  would  be  sufficient, 
making  a  deduction  of  34  guns;  instead  of  a  36  gun 
frigate  in  the  Indian  Seas,  the  corvetta  Cyane  of  28 
would  be  sufficient,  making  a  deduction  of  eight.     If 
to  theae  deductions  be  added  the  force  of  the  Macedo- 
nian and  Ontario,  of  which  the  one  is  returning  after 
being  replaced  by  the  Constellation,  and  the  other  ia 
proceeding  to  take  the  place  of  the  Peacock,  amount- 
ing together  to  54  guns,  the  whole  force  which  would 
remain  after  these  deductions  from  that  now  in  service, 
would  be  239  guns;  but  suppose  an  additional  number 
of  36  guna  to  be  included  for  any  contingent  aervice, 
such,  for  example,  as  the  replacing  of  a  veaael  return- 
ing from  a  cruise,  then  the  whole  force  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  views  before  presented,  would  be  necessary, 
would  be  275  guns:  to  man  this  force  upon  a  War 
Establishment,  if  the  committee  have  not  erred  in  cal- 
culation, would  require  S.^  able  seamen,  802  ordinary 
seamen,  and  195  boys;  to  this  add,  according  to  a  doc- 
ument of  the  last  session,  for  the  ships  in  ordinary, 
navy  yarda,  and  navy  atations,  287  able  seamen,  314 
ordinary  aeamen,  and  67  boys ;  and  the  aggregate  is 
of  able  seamen  1,143,  of  ordinary  seamen  1,116,  and 
of  boys  262 ;  total  of  able  aeamen,  ordinary  aeamen, 
and  boya,  2,621.   The  eatimate  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment for  the  service  of  the  year  1821,  embraces  1,332 
able  seamen,  1,307  ordinary  seamen,  and  293  boya; 
making  an  aggregate  of  2,932 ;  from  which  it  would 
seem  that,  if  the  force  suggested  by  the  committee  be 
retained  in  service,  there  might  be  a  reduction  of  about 
411,  viz:   187  able  seamen,  191  ordinary  aeamen,  and 
31  boys. 

Upon  the  whole  view  of  the  subject,  the  committee 
beg  leave  to  recommend  to  the  House  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  a  Naval  Peace  Eatabliahment  ought 
to  be  fixed  by  law. 

MISSOURI. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union ;  and  the  resolution  from  the  Senate, 
for  admitting  Mis.souri  into  the  Union,  with  a  ca~ 
veat  against  the  provision,  if  there  be  any,  which 
conflicts  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  to  strike  out  the  proviso 
(or  caveat)  from  the  resolution,  but  waived  his 
motion  for  the  present,  to  accommodate  Mr.  Clay, 
who  wished  to  address  the  Committee  on  the 
whole  subject. 

Mr.  Clay  then  delivered  his  sentiments  at  lar^ 
on  the  present  state  of  this  question.  He  was  m 
favor  of  the  resolution  from  the  Senate,  and  should 
vole  for  the  resolution,  even  though  more  emphat- 
ically restricted  against  any  supposed  repugnance 
of  one  of  its  provisions  to  a  provision  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  the  existence  of 
which  however,  be  did  not  by  any  means  admit. 

When  Mr.  Clay  had  concluded— 

Mr.  Randolph  renewed  his  motion  to  strike 


983 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


984 


I 


il 


H.  or  R. 


Proceedings. 


Jandaby,  1821. 


out  the  proviso,  and  spoke  for  about  fifteen  minutes 
in  support  of  it. 

Mr.  Lowndes  deprecated  the  motion,  as  going 
to  present  to  the  House  the  naked  question  which 
it  had  already  decided  in  the  negative,  and  as  pre- 
venting a  decision  upon  the  proposition  as  it  now 
stands. 

Mr.  Barbour  assigned  the  reasons  why  he 
should  vote  against  the  motion  ;  himself  regarding 
the  proviso  as  useless  and  unnecessary,  but  willing 
to  retain  it  to  gratify  gentlemen  who  were  of  a 
different  opinion. 

Mr.  Sergeant  inquired  whether  it  would  be  in 
(M-der,  this  proviso  being  stricken  out,  to  move  to 
introduce  a  different  one. 

The  Chairman  decided  that  it  would. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
the  proviso,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  82  to  54. 
So  the  proviso  was  retained. 

Mr.  Stevens  assigned  the  reasons  why  he  should 
vote  against  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Foot  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
adding  to  it  another  proviso,  that  it  be  taken  as  a 
fundamental  condition  on  which  said  State  is  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union,  that  so  much  of  the  con- 
stitution as  requires  the  Legislature  to  pass  laws 
to  prevent  the  migration  of  the  free  people  of  color 
thither,  shall  be  expunged  from  the  constitution  of 
the  State  within  two  years  from  this  time,  in  the 
mode  prescribed  for  amending  the  constitution. 
[This  would  admit  Missouri  into  the  Union  forth- 
with, on  the  condition  stated.] 

Mr.  Foot  observed,  that  he  could  not  consent 
that  the  question  be  taken  on  this  resolution,  with 
a  certain  prospect  of  its  rejection,  without  making 
one  effort  for  an  amicable  settlement  of  this  dis- 
tracting question.  I  have,  therefore,  said  he,  risen 
for  the  purpose  of  offering  an  amendment  to  the 
resolution — not  with  the  vain  hope  that  this  partic- 
ular amendment  will  be  adopted,  but  with  a  sincere 
desire  (if  I  know  my  own  heart)  to  afford  to  gen- 
tlemen an  opportunity  of  proposing  such  modifica- 
tions of  the  amendment  as  will  unite  the  votes  of 
a  majority  of  this  Committee,  who  appear  to  be 
desirous  of  admitting  Missouri  into  the  Union 
upon  terms  which  will  not  compromit  principle. 

It  is  due  from  me.  and  the  Committee  will  ex- 
pect, a  candid  and  plain  statement  of  my  views  of 
the  effect  which  will  be  produced  bv  itn  adoption. 
The  majority  of  this  House  have  already  decided 
that  the  constitution  of  Missouri  does  not  contain 
a  provision  which,  in  their  opinion,  is  repugnant 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  It  has 
not  been  proposed  by  any  gentleman  to  revive  the 
question  of  restriction,  so  much  agitated  at  the  last 
•session ;  and  it  may  be  presumed  no  such  intention 
exists.  This  amendment  proposes  the  admission 
of  Missouri  into  the  Union  upon  a  certain  condi- 
tions. The  act  for  the  admission  of  Louisiana  into 
the  Union,  furnishes  a  precedent  for  the  course 
now  proftosed.  The  condition  proposes  that  Mis- 
souri shall  expunge  the  offensive  article  from  her 
constitution,  in  the  manner  provided  by  her  con- 
siitutiou  for  its  amendment,  and  give  sufficient 
tiooe  lor  the  amendment,  without  the  trouble  and 

"      of  calling  a  convention  for  the  purpose. 


Mr.  Baldwin  having  expressed  his  intention  to 
vote  for  this  proposition — 

Mr.  Clat  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
adding  words  to  this  effect :  "so  far  as  the  same 
'  (the  clause  of  the  Missouri  constitution)  tends  to 
'  deprive  citizens  of  each  State  of  the  privileges 
'  and  immunities  of  citizensaof  the  several  States.'* 
This  motion,  however,  he  subsequently  withdrew. 

It  being  suggested,  that  other  gentlemen  had 
amendments  which  they  wished  to  propose,  and 
that  it  would  be  well  to  have  them  all  presented 
to-day,  so  as  to  be  examined  and  compared — 

Mr.  Sergeant  rose,  as  it  might  be  supposed, 
from  the  question  he  had  put,  that  he  had  an 
amendment  to  offer,  to  say  that  he  had  not ;  that 
he  should  vote  for  every  amendment  which  should 
bring  the  resolution  nearer  to  what  he  wished,  but 
with  a  clear  determination,  for  which  he  would 
hereafter  assign  his  reasons,  to  vote  against  the 
resolution,  however  amended. 

Soon  after  this,  the  Committee  rose,  without 
coming  to  any  decision  ;  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  January  30. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  collectors  of  the  customs  to  pay  debentures 
issued  on  the  exportation  of  loaf  sugar,  and  spirits 
distilled  from  molasses;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  which  was  recommitted  the 
bill  reported  on  the  6th  of  May  last,  to  repeal,  in 
part,  "An  act  to  authorize  the  President  and  Man- 
agersof  the  Washington  Turnpike  Road  Company 
of  the  State  of  Maryland  to  extend  and  make  their 
turnpike  road  to,  or  from  Georgetown,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  through  the  said  District  to  the 
line  thereof;"  irtade  a  report  thereon,  recommend- 
ing that  the  said  bill  be  rejected,  which  report  was 
read. 

Whereupon,  the  question  was  taken.  Shall  the 
said  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  lime?  and 
determined  in  the  negative.  And  so  the  bill  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  4th 
instant,  the  petition  of  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen 
of  the  city  ol  Mobile,  reported  a  bill  granting  cer- 
tain lots  to  the  said  Mayor  and  Aldermen  ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  designate  a  place  for  a 
port  of  entry  in  the  district  of  Miami,  Michigan 
Territory  ;  which  was  twice  read. 

Mr.  Sloan  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House  to-morrow  ;  which  being 
rejected,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wood,  from  the  Committee  on  the  PuWic 
Buildings,  made  a  detailed  report  upon  the  subject 
of  the  appropriations  and  expenditures  upon  the 
said  buildings  during  the  last  year,  accompanied 
with  a  bill  making  further  appropriations  for  the 
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same  ;  which  bill  was  twice  read,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit ;  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  repre- 
senutives  of  Patience  Crordon,  widow,  deceased ;" 
an  act  supplementary  to  an  act  passed  the  11th  of 
May,  1820,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the 
publication  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
wr  other  purposes ;"  in  which  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  .Mr.  Floyd,  the  House  proceeded 
to  consider  the  resolution,  yesterday  submitted  by 
him,  calling  for  certain  information  in  regard  to 
the  Indian  Trading  Establishments,  &c. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  McLean,  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  Mr.  Southard,  in  opposition  to  this 
resolution,  on  the  ground  that  some  of  the  infor- 
mation would  be  impracticable  to  obtain,  and  that, 
of  what  was  practicable,  the  material  part  was  al- 
ready before  the  House;  and  some  observations 
from  Mr.  Floyd,  sustaining  his  motion,  on  the 
ground  of  the  necessity  of  full  and  accurate  infor- 
mation to  correct  legislation  on  the  subject  of  our 
relations  with  the  Indian  tribes — 

The  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  re- 
solution of  Mr.  Floyd,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive— 63  votes  to  55. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sloan,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  granting  to  the  Connecticut  reserve, 
in  the  Stale  of  Ohio,  so  much  of  the  lands  be- 
longing to  the  United  States  in  said  State,  for  the 
use  of  schools,  as  may,  with  the  grants  heretofore 
made,  be  equal  to  that  allowed  to  other  parts  of 
said  State. 

Mr.  Herrick  submitted  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table  one  day  : 

Reso/ved,  That  the  PrMidcnt  of  the  United  SUtea 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  reported  to  this  House, 
whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  progress  has  been 
made  by  the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  act 
of  last  session,  for  the  purpose  of  surveyinn:,  marking, 
and  locating  a  road  from  Wheeling,  in  Virginia,  to 
the  leA  bank  of  the  Mississippi  river,  through  the 
States  uf  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit:  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives 
of  Patience  Gordon,  widow,  deceased  ;"  and  "An 
act  supplementary  to  an  act  passed  on  the  11th  of 
May,  1820,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  the 
publication  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
lor  other  purposes  ;"  were  severally  read  the  first 
time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rosalie  P.  Deslonde; 
the  bill  for  therelief  of  William  T.Nimmo;  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Denis  P.  De  La  Ronde,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  were  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  in  obedience 
to  the  resolution  instructing  him  to  report  whether, 
in  the  statement  of  balances  which  have  been  due 
more  than  three  years,  which  accompanied  his  let- 
ter of  the  27th  of  November  last,  there  have  been 


made  the  discriminations  and  suggestions  required 
by  the  fourteenth  section  of  the  act  to  provide  for 
the  prompt  settlement  of  public  accounts  ;  which 
report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  statement  of  the  funds  applicable  to  the  payment 
of  the  stock  created  by  the  act  for  the  indemnifi- 
cation of  certain  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  passed  the  31st  March,  1814; 
which  letter  and  statement  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

MISSOURI. 

The  House  having  then  again  resolved  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  the  resolution  from  the  Senate,  for  the 
admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union,  was  re- 
sumed— the  motion  of  Mr.  Foot  being  under  con- 
sideration ;  which  motion  is  to  strike  out  the  pro- 
viso to  the  Senate's  resolution,  and  in  lieu  thereof 
to  insert  the  following : 

Provided,  That  it  shall  be  uken  as  a  fundamental 
condition,  upon  which  the  said  State  is  incorporated 
in  the  Union,  that  so  much  of  the  26lh  section  of  the 
3d  article  of  the  constitution  which  has  been  submit- 
ted to  Congress,  as  declares  it  shall  be  the  daty  of  the 
General  Assembly  "  to  prevent  free  negroes  and  mu- 
lattoes  from  coming  to,  or  settling  in,  this  State,  un- 
der any  pretext  whatsoever,"  shall  be  expunged,  with- 
in two  years  from  the  fvai«sage  of  this  reaolutioo,  by 
the  General  Assembly  of  Missouri,  in  the  manner  fit- 
scribed  for  amending  said  constitution. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  New  Hampshire,  spoke  as 
follows : 

I  do  not  rise,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  B.,  to  revive 
the  discussion  of  the  question  of  restriction,  as  it 
has  been  called,  which  was  very  elaborately  argued 
and  determined  al  the  last  session,  nor  for  the  pur- 
pose of  provoking  further  debate  upon  the  seywral 
questions,  relative  to  the  admission  of  Missouri  into 
the  Union,  which  have  been  thoroughly  investi- 
gated during  the  present  session.  1  am  aware, 
sir,  that  the  patience  of  the  House,  and  I  fear  the 
patience  of  the  people  we  represent,  is  much 
fatigued,  if  not  exhausted,  by  the  numerous  edi- 
tions of  the  same  arguments  which  have  been 
delivered  upon  the  subject  now  under  considera- 
tion. But,  sir,  as  the  subject  comes  from  the  Sen- 
ate in  a  new  shape,  and  as  I  seldom  trouble  the 
House  on  any  occasion,  I  shall  be  permitted  briefly 
to  assign  the  reasons  which  will  govern  my  vote 
on  this  question  before  the  Committee. 

Sir,  the  resolution  under  consideration,  if  possi- 
ble, is  more  exceptionable  than  that  which  was 
reported  by  a  committee  of  the  House,  and  re- 
jected. Those  who  doubted  whether  any  provi- 
sion in  the  constitution  of  Missouri  contravened 
the  Federal  Constitution,  might  support  the  former 
resolution,  but  cannot,  1  apprehend,  agree  to  the 
resolution  from  the  Senate  now  before  the  Com- 
mittee; because  it  admits  and  avoids  the  very 
point  or  matter  in  controversy.  Sir,  if  you  pass 
this  resolution,  you  proclaim  to  the  world  a  disre- 
gard of  the  sacred  obligations  imposed  by  the 
Constitution  of  your  country.  The  language  of 
the  resolution  implies  your  right  to  examine  and 
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judge  of  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  and,  also, 
that  it  is,  or  at  least  may  be,  repugnant  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  waives  the 
solemn  obligation  of  supporting  that  sacred  instru- 
ment. 

Sir,  if  we  must  receive  Missouri  into  the  Union, 
under  her  present  form  of  government,  I  hope  we 
shall  not,  by  the  admission,  convict  ourselves  of  a 
breach  of  the  Constitution,  and  fix  the  mark  of 
the  beast  upon  our  foreheads.  The  guilt  of  sin- 
ning against  the  Constitution  of  our  country  is  not 
concealed  by  the  magical  proviso  in  the  resolution, 
nor  does  it  obviate  in  any  degree  the  objection,  cr 
remedy  the  evil  of  which  you  complain.  By  this 
mode  of  procedure,  if  the  constitution  of  Missouri 
had  been  throughout  repugnant  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Union,  or,  as  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut (Mr.  Stevens)  said,  a  perfect  monarchy, 
you  might  admit  Missouri  into  the  Union,  protest- 
ing against  the  form  of  her  government,  or  so 
much  as  might  be  supposed  anti-republican  in  its 
features.  Sir,  I  protest  against  this  mode  of  legis- 
lating, by  exclusions  of  conclusions,  as  it  has  been 
called  by  some  learned  doctors  in  politics,  whereby 
the  rights  of  citizens  may  be  sacrificed,  and  the 
Constitution  of  the  Union  suspended. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay) 
said,  admitting  the  clause  of  the  constitution  of 
Missouri,  respecting  free  negroes  and  mulattoes, 
to  be  incompatible  with  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  it  could  not  be  an  objection  to 
her  admission  into  the  Union  ;  because  the  legis- 
tors  of  Missouri  would  be  bound  by  an  oath  to 
support  the  Federal  Constitution,  which  would 
be  paramount  to  the  oath  to  support  their  State 
constitution,  and  of  course  would  never  make  any 
enactment  pursuant  to  that  clause.  Besides,  he 
said,  if  they  did  enact  any  law  in  pursuance  of 
that  clause  in  their  constitution,  it  would  be  de- 
clared void  by  the  courts  of  the  United  States. 
But,  sir,  though  I  admired  the  eloquence,  the  can- 
dor, and  love  of  country,  which  that  honorable 
gentleman  exhibited  iflTthis  discussion,  I  was  not 
convinced  by  his  argument. 

The  members  of  this  House,  as  well  as  the  legis- 
lators of  Missouri,  are  under  a  sacred  obligation  to 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States; 
and  the  act  of  Congress  authorizing  Missouri  to 
form  a  constitution  provides,  in  order  to  her  ad- 
mission into  the  Union,  that  her  constitution  shall 
be  republican,  and  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  Slates.  But,  without  this  pro- 
vision in  the  act,  it  is  as  much  the  duty  of  Congress 
to  examine  her  form  of  government,  and  determine 
whether  it  is  compatible  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  Federal  Government,  as  it  is  to  consider  the 
same  question  on  the  passage  of  any  law.  Con- 
gress is  the  proper  tribunal  to  decide  this  question, 
and  cannot  absolve  itself  from  this  sacred  obliga- 
tion by  leaving  it  to  the  courts  of  the  United  Slates. 
But,  if  it  were  in  our  power,  I  would  not  turn  this 
question  over  to  the  Judiciary  sooner  than  I  would 
pass  a  law  without  inquiring  whether  it  was 
within  the  Constitutional  powers  of  Congress, 
and  trust  wholly  to  the  courts.  Sir,  would  you 
admit  a  new  State  under  a  constitution  giving  its 


legislature  power  to  regulate  commerce  with  for- 
eign nations,  to  raise  armies  and  declare  war,  and 
trust  to  the  judicial  authority  of  the  United  States 
to  vacate  the  laws  which  might  grow  out  of  such 
powers,  and  to  keep  the  administration  of  such 
State  government  within  the  pale  of  your  Federal 
Constitution? 

If  the  judiciary  could  remedy  all  the  evils  which 
may  grow  out  of  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  I 
am  not  disposed  to  neglect  my  duty,  and  disre- 
gard the  rights  which  are  guarantied  even  to  the 
black  man.  The  rights  ot  the  colored  citizens, 
and  it  has  been  demonstrated  by  my  friend  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Eustis)  that  there  are  many 
such  in  the  Northern  States,  are  as  sacred  as  those 
of  the  white  citizens. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay,) 
said,  that  a  limitation  or  restriction  upon  the  power 
of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri  might  be  imposed, 
by  adding  to  the  resolution  under  consideration  a 
provision,  that  no  law  should  be  enacted  under 
the  clause  in  question,  to  afifect  the  rights  of  citi- 
zens of  other  States.  But,  sir,  that  gentleman 
must  be  aware  that  such  a  provision,  though  it  be 
made  a  fundamental  consideration  of  the  admis- 
.sion,  can  have  no  force  or  efl'ect  against  her  will. 
No  act  of  Congress  can  qualify  or  make  void  any 
article  of  her  constitution  after  or  at  the  time  of 
her  admission.  Such  a  provision  is  no  more  than 
a  naked  proposition,  which  Missouri  will  be  at 
liberty  to  accept  or  reject,  and  without  her  assent 
would  be  inoperative  and  futile. 

Sir,  though  I  am  sincerely  desirous  to  terminate 
the  discus.sion,  and  settle  the  qu&stion  at  the  pres- 
ent session,  I  cannot  adopt  such  a  provision,  and 
trust  to  Missouri  to  expunge  the  onensive  clause 
in  her  constitution. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Barbour) 
said  he  was  in  favor  of  the  proviso  of  the  resolu- 
tion from  the  Senate,  though  it  was  not  only  un- 
necessary but  unmeaning.  He  was  willing,  if  I 
understood  him,  to  encumber  the  resolve  of  admis- 
sion with  as  much  surplusage,  as  gentlemen  could 
hang  upon  it,  if  it  would  atford  any  relief  to  any 
scrupulous  mind. 

Sir,  I  cannot  doubt  that  the  clause  in  the  con- 
stitution of  Missouri,  which  requires  the  Legisla- 
ture to  pass  laws  to  prevent  free  negroes  and 
mulattoes  from  going  to  and  settling  in  that  State, 
is  wholly  incompatible  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  which  gives  the  citizens  of 
each  State  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of 
citizens  of  the  several  States,  notwithstanding  the 
construction  given  to  that  article  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay.)  Had  not  that  hon- 
orable gentleman  represented  this  article  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  as  equivocal  and 
uncertain,  1  should  have  supposed  it  beyond  the 
art  of  logic  or  subtlety  of  metaphysics  to  mislead 
any  one  who  read  it,  or  to  pervert  its  very  obvious 
signification. 

Sir,  1  consider  this  article  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant provisions  in  the  Federal  Constitution, 
and  believe  that  no  principle  could  be  adopted  by 
any  of  the  State  governments,  which  would  more 
certainly  defeat  the  great  objects  of  the  Confed- 
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eration  than  that  to  which  I  hare  referred  in  the 
constitution  of  Missouri.  The  right,  which  every 
citizen  of  every  State  has  of  emigrating  to  and 
becoming  a  citizen  of  another  State,  is  the  bond 
of  social  intercourse  and  harmony  among  the  sev- 
eral States.  Without  this  privilege,  each  State 
would  become  a  distinct  nation  of  people,  of  pecu- 
liar habits,  of  separate  interests,  and  sin^lar  char- 
acter. Not  only  the  laws,  but  the  passions  of  the 
people  of  each  State  would  soon  be  in  martial 
array  against  one  another.  Without  this  right,  of 
what  avail  is  the  power  of  Congress  to  regulate 
commerce  among  the  several  States  and  with  the 
Indian  tribes?  In  short,  sir,  without  this  right, 
trivial  as  it  may  seem  to  some  gentlemen,  how 
long  would  this  boundless  empire  exist  as  a  re- 
public? 

I  will  not  trespass  longer  on  the  patience  of  the 
Committee,  because  I  most  ardently  with  that  we 
may  speedily  terminate  the  present  discussion. 

As  I  prefer  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut^  to  the  resolution  in  its 
f)resent  form,  I  shall  vote  for  it,  reserving  the  privi- 
ege  of  voting  against  the  resolution  finally,  if  it 
should  be  thus  amended.     But,  sir,  if  none  of  the 
amendments  which  have  been  suggested  should 
succeed,  I  shall  offer,  if  I  have  an  opportunity,  an 
amendment,  which  I  hold  in  ray  hand,  to  come  in 
after   the   word   "that,"  following   the   enacting 
clause  in  the  resolution,  by  striking  out  the  resi- 
due  of  the  resolution,  and  is  in  these  words,  viz:      i 
*'  Wherean  so  much  of  the  constitution  formed  by  the  ' 
people  of  Missouri,   by  virtue  of  an  »ct  of  Congrew 
passed  March,  1820,  as  required  the  Legislature  thereof 
to  pass  such  laws  as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  free 
negroes  and  mulattoes  from  coming  to  and  settling  in 
this  State,  under  any  pretext  whatever,  in  repugnant 
to  the  ConBtilution  of  the  United  States,  the  people  of 
Missouri  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  autbonzeii  to  form 
a  new  constitution,  or  to  alter  the  constitution  which 
they  have   already  formed,  in  such  way  and  manner 
as  they  shall  judge  most  proper,  and  submit  the  same 
to  Congress,  for  their  consideration,  for  the  purpose  of 
being  admitted  into  the  Union.*' 

I  am  willing,  sir,  to  admit  Missouri  into  the 
Union  when  her  constitution  shall  be  conformed 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  1 
cannot  perceive  any  serious  inconvenience  which 
can  arise  to  her  by  a  delay  until  another  session 
of  Congress.  It  is  the  fault  of  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri that  their  constitution  was  not  made  in  con- 
formity to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  I  shall,  without  any  fear  of  the  consequences 
which  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  seems  to  ap- 
prehend, vote  against  any  proposition  for  the  ad- 
mission of  that  Territory  as  a  member  of  the 
Union  at  the  present  session. 

Some  conversation  passed  bet  ween  Mr.  Lownoes 
and  Mr.  Foot,  as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding. 

Mr.  Foot  observed  he  was  very  glad  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  had  disclaimed  any 
intention  of  applying  his  remarks  to  him.  He  ap- 
pealed to  that  gentleman,  or  any  member  of  this 
House,  to  point  out  a  single  instance  in  which  any 

{iroposition  made  by  him  was  designed  or  calcu- 
ated,  either  to  embarrass  any  subject  or  inTolre 


the  House  in  difficulty,  as  suggested  by  the  gen- 
tleman. He  had  uniformly  opposed  any  attempt 
to  effect  an  object  by  indirect  legislation  or  by 
stratagem.  He  considered  that  the  correct  course 
in  legislation  was  to  meet  everv  subject  in  an 
open,  fair,  and  direct  way,  and  ne  would  never 
shrink  from  responsibility ;  and  assured  the  gen- 
tleman his  object  in  proposing  the  amendment  to 
the  resolution,  in  preference  to  making  it  a  dis- 
tinct proposition,  was,  that  he  considered  this  the 
most  regular  course  which  could  be  adopted,  and, 
in  his  opinion,  most  likely  to  effect  tne  object 
which  seemed  to  be  wished  by  a  great  majority  of 
the  House. 

With  these  impressions  he  could  not  consent  to 
withdraw  the  proposed  amendment,  nor  for  a  mo- 
ment abandon  the  hope  that  on  this,  as  a  basis, 
the  propositions  of  gentlemen  might,  by  affording 
an  opportunity  for  a  free  interchange  of  opinions, 
eventuate  in  the  adoption  of  some  amendment  to 
the  resolution  by  a  large  majority  of  this  House, 
by  which  Missouri  might,  during  the  present  ses- 
sion, be  admitted  into  the  Union ;  and,  as  the  dif- 
ference between  the  two  sides  of  the  question 
seemed  not  insurmountable,  since  gentlemen  had 
distinctly  disclaimed  any  intention  to  revive  the 
question  of  restriction,  ne  could  not  but  cherish 
the  hope  that  confidence  and  harmonv  would  soon 
be  restored  in  the  national  councils  ana  through  the 
Union. 

Mr.  Storrs,  after  a  few  introductory  remarks, 
moved  an  amendment  to  Mr.  Foot's  amendment, 
which  was,  to  strike  out  all  of  the  latter,  after  the 
word  "  Union,"  in  the  third  line,  and  in  lieu 
thereof  to  insert  the  following : 

And  to  be  of  perpetual  obligation  on  the  said  State, 
(in  faith  whereof  this  resolution  is  passed  by  Con- 
gress,) that  no  law  shall  ever  be  enacted  by  the  said 
State  impairing  or  contravening  the  rights,  privilefcs, 
or  immunities,  secured  to  citizens  of  other  States,  by 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States:  And  provided, 
further.  That  the  Legislature  acting  under  the  con- 
stitution already  adopted  in  Missouri  as  a  Sute,  shall, 
as  a  convention,  (for  which  purpose  the  consent  of 
Congress  is  hereby  granted,)  declare  their  assent  b^  a 
public  act  to  the  said  condition  before  the  next  aewioo 
of  Congress,  and  transmit  to  Congress  an  attested 
copy  of  such  act,  by  the  first  day  of  the  said  session. 

Mr.  Floyo,  of  Virginia,  said,  he  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  protesting  against  these  proceedings, 
and  opposing  his  voice  to  the  assumption  of  enor- 
mous powers  by  this  House ;  powers  so  great  that 
the  oldest  statesmen,  a  few  little  years  ago,  would 
have  trembled  to  assert.  You  have  made  deep  in- 
roads into  the  Constitution,  and  if  you  nowas.Hume 
the  power  to  legislate  over  a  new  State,  I  know 
not  how  soon  you  will  exercise  it  over  others ;  and 
I,  as  a  Representative  from  an  old  State,  can  nerer 
consent  to  such  usurpations. 

I  know  there  is  a  North  and  South  side  to  this 
question  ;  but  gentlemen  are  misuken  if  they  im- 
agine our  anxiety  to  admit  Mis^souri  so  peat,  that 
we  are  willing  to  trample  all  the  rights  of  the 
States  under  foot  to  effectuate  that  obiect.  Have 
not  members  from  the  North  as  mucb  interest  in 
admitting  Missouri  as  we  hare?    Have  they  not 
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as  much  to  hope  from  the  continuance  of  this 
Union  as  we  have  ?  And  ought  thev  not  to  be  as 
solicitous  on  all  these  points  as  ourselves  ?  I  have 
seen,  with  infinite  pain,  the  different  attitudes  in 
which  gentlemen  have  placed  this  subject,  who 
seem  not  to  believe  that  any  limitations  exist  upon 
the  powers  of  this  National  Grovernment,  as  it  is 
called,  and  no  pause  is  seen  in  their  exertions  to 
give  it  the  power  of  such,  and  law,  history,  and 
England,  continually  recurred  to  for  confirmation. 
I  wish  it  were  possible  for  gentlemen  of  the  pres- 
ent day  to  expunge  from  their  memory  the  prog- 
ress of  European  liberty  and  institutions,  and  take 
our  own,  unconnected  as  we  find  them.  Then  we 
would  find  a  number  of  States,  or  separate,  inde- 
pendent, and  distinct  nations,  confederated  for 
coBimon  safety  and  mutual  protection,  taught 
wisdom  by  the  eternal  feuds  of  Spain,  England, 
France,  and  Germany,  now  consolidated  into 
large  empires.  These  States,  before  the  Confed- 
eration, could  make  war  or  peace,  raise  armies,  or 
build  a  navy;  coin  money,  pass  bankrupt  laws, 
naturalize  foreigners,  or  regulate  commerce.  Why 
can  they  not  do  it  now?  Informed  by  Europe, 
they  knew  jealousies  would  arise,  and  constant 
siriie  render  armies  in  every  nation  necessary  to 
their  defence,  which  would  endanger  their  liber- 
ties at  home. 

These  States,  then,  in  their  sovereign  and  inde- 
pendent characters,  were  willing  to  enter  into  a 
compact,  by  which  the  power  of  making  war  and 
peace,  and  regulating  commerce,  possessed  alike 
by  alt,  should  be  transferred  to  a  Congress  of  the 
States,  to  be  exercised  with  uniformity,  for  their 
mutual  benefit ;  thus  avoiding  the  evils  of  super- 
annuated and  enslaved  Europe.  These  two  were 
the  only  powers  ever  intended  to  be  granted  by 
the  States.  All  other  powers  conferred  by  the 
compact  are  necessary  to  carry  these  two  into  ex- 
ecution. But  could  it  ever  have  been  imagined 
by  these  independent  nations,  that  they  were 
granting  any  power  but  that  which  was  necessary 
to  act  upon  foreigners — in  war,  to  defend  the 
whole — in  peace,  to  regulate  the  commerce  of  the 
whole  ? 

The  States  have  been  satisfied  that  while  they 
enjoyed  the  proud  feeling  of  managing  their  own 
affairs  in  their  own  nation,  by  means  of  their  as- 
semblies, which  ought  to  be  the  highest  and  most 
honorable  stations  known  in  this  country,  their 
agents  here  were  superintending  the  military  de- 
fences of  them  all,  and  regulating  their  commerce. 
Little  could  they  have  imagined  that  their  agents 
would  have  erected  this  Congress  of  the  States 
into  a  great  National  Grovernment,  and  exercise, 
exclusively,  all  the  power  granted  by  the  com- 
pact, but,  also,  by  construction,  exercise  all  that 
which  was  reserved  to  the  States,  and  now  even 
attempt  to  expunge  a  clause  from  their  constitu- 
tion. 

The  voice  of  the  States  has  been  raised  against 
this  assumption  of  power,  and  this  abuse  of  the 
trust  reposed  in  Congress,  by  the  passage  of  a  sedi- 
tion act,  and  a  bank.  They  have  been  told  that 
"  the  subject  would  admit  of  a  doubt."  The  next 
effort  has  been  to  construct  roads  and  canals,  and 


boldly  plunge  into  the  heart  of  the  States.  Com- 
plaint was  answered  by,  ^'the  subject  would  admit 
of  a  doubt."  Then,  it  discontents  manifest  them- 
selves, we  are  told  that  things  called  Kings  or 
Emperors,  beyond  seas,  (where  some  of  our  citi- 
zens are  very  fond  of  going,  and  always  come 
back  worse  tnan  they  go,  save  that  they  learn  all 
about  etiquette^  will  believe  Republics  cannot 
last  long,  or  that  men  cannot  govern  themselves; 
and  this  is  reason  for  submission. 

The  States  have  borne  all  these  wrongs,  and 
are  not  content.  The  great  political  necroman- 
cers abroad  are  persuading  them  that  the  power  of 
this  body  is  competent  to  prescribe  conditions  even 
to  a  Slate,  and  that  she  ought  not  to  be  permitted 
to  admit  such  persons  as  she  might  choose  should 
be  taken  into  her  territory,  "let  the  consequences 
be  what  they  may."  Now,  indeed,  it  is  asserted 
that  she  does  not  possess  the  power  to  prohibit  the 
entry  of  any  who  choose  to  go  there.  I  must 
frankly  own,  sir,  with  this  view  of  the  subject,  I 
am  at  a  great  loss  to  know  what  has  become  of 
the  States.  They  once  existed ;  they  once  had 
rights.  Now,  indeed,  they  have  Legislatures, 
which,  if  this  doctrine  continue  without  the  bayo- 
net, will  leave  us  the  idea  of  something  visible, 
but  not  tangible,  and  even  that,  I  presume,  will, 
in  a  short  time,  like  the  white  lady  of  Avenel, 
vanish  into  moonshine. 

Having  prescribed  conditions  at  the  last  session, 
says  one  gentleman,  upon  which  Missouri  should 
come  into  this  Union,  have  we  not,  therefore,  the 
power  of  looking  into  her  constitution  ?  This 
terrific  power  is  derived,  says  he,  from  the  simple 
expression  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  which  says,  ''New  States  may  be  admitted 
by  Congress  into  this  Union."  The  same  gentle- 
man has  said,  if  we  send  Missouri  back  to  form 
another  constitution,  when  she  comes  here  again 
she  will  have  more  respect  for  us.     This  will  ad- 
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mit  of  no  reply.  That  gentleman,  as  well  as  one 
from  New  York,  thought  the  offensive  clause  in 
the  constitution  of  Missouri  would  be  abrogated 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which 
Was  paramount;  yet  the  one  thought  we  ought  to 
act  upon  it,  because  we  had  it  before  us;  the 
other,  to  relieve  the  judges  from  an  odious  duty. 

Sir,  this  is  both  kind  and  generous;  but,  for  my 
own  part,  I  have  seen  .<«  many  odious  things  since 
I  have  been  in  Congress  that  I  am  well  inclined 
to  permit  the  judges  their  share  of  this. 

That  gentleman  asked,  who  it  was  but  the  poor, 
the  friendless,  and  the  ignorant,  that  suffered  by 
this  injustice  and  oppression  ?  And  why  is  it 
that  men  have  been  immortalized  for  opposing 
governments,  but  because  they  took  upon  them- 
selves the  burden  of  defending  these  miserable  be- 
ings, too  ignorant  to  do  themselves  justice  ?  I  had 
thought,  sir,  the  champions  of  liberty,  who  have 
been  venerated  for  their  deeds,  were  those  who 
established  or  .affirmed  the  great  principles  of  lib- 
erty, without  reference  to  an  individual.  In  this 
instance,  however,  I  think  it  seems  like  going 
into  a  foreign  land,  and  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
it  is  a  good  maxim  to  let  every  people  pursue  their 
own  happiness  in  their  own  way.     If  we  have 
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pow«r  to  admit  a  State,  (for  smrely  we  can  admit 
none  else,)  we  may  reject  an  application  for  ad- 
mission. What  then  is  the  fact?  That  a  State 
applied  for  admission  into  this  Union,  and  was  re- 
jected. Is  she  not  then  a  foreign  State  ;  or,  at  all 
erents,  a  State  not  in  this  Union  ? 

In  vain,  sir,  is  it  to  feel  for  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  when  gentlemen,  even  in  their 
arguments,  admit  it  to  be  paramount  to  all  State 
laws  and  constitutions.  Has  it  not  already  de- 
stroyed some  of  the  clauses  in  different  constitu- 
tions of  the  States — North  Carolina  and  Virginia, 
for  example,  which  existed  long  before  this  was 
formed  ?  And  may  it  not  do  the  same  for  Mis- 
souri ?  I,  sir,  will  vote  for  any  thing  declaratory 
of  the  powers  of  Congress,  which  gentlemen's 
tender  consciences  may  suggest ;  but,  voting  for 
expunging  a  clause  in  the  constitution  of  a  State, 
I  will  not  agree.  This  would,  in  my  opinion,  be 
overthrowing,  at  one  blow,  the  settled  principles 
of  this  country,  and  I  hope  there  is  not  yet  a  gen- 
tleman who  would  seek  immortality  by  that  road. 
Would  any  attempt  to  cause  a  State  to  allow 
greater  privileges  to  their  free  negroes  and  mulat- 
toes  than  the  same  States  allow  their  own  ?  By 
what  rule  is  it  a  free  negro  of  New  York  has  more 
rights  in  Missouri  than  the  native  free  negro  of 
Missouri  has,  or  that  the  same  negro  has  even  in 
New  York  ?  Do  gentlemen  think  Missouri  will 
tamely  submit  to  be  the  subject  of  legislation,  and 
have  an  article  of  her  constitution  expunged  by 
Congress?  If  she  will,  I  have  mistaken  the  stuff 
of  which  she  is  composed,  and,  when  convinced 
of  that  fact,  I  would  think  her  unworthy  of  a 
place  in  this  Union,  and  ^vould  adopt  the  opinion 
of  some  gentlemen  in  this  House,  that  this  repub- 
lic ought  not  to  extend  beyond  the  Mississippi. 

Who  is  there  that  ever  believed  negroes  and 
mulattoes  were  ever  parties  to  the  compact  ?  Who 
is  there  that  believes  they  ever  had  any  rights  but 
such  as  the  indulgence  of  the  Stales  permitted  ? 
Could  not  the  States  now  seize  their  persons,  and 
make  them  slaves  ?  None  will  doubt.  But,  says 
one  gentleman,  they  could  buy  land,  and  ought 
they  not  to  be  permitted  to  live  upon  it  ?  Could 
not  an  Indian,  or  even  a  slave,  buy  land,  and  will 
not  the  same  argument  apply  ?  I  cannot  believe, 
for  a  moment,  tnat  any  reliance  is  placed  upon 
such  arguments  as  these.  If  gentlemen  choose 
this  course  to  free  the  judiciary  from  so  odious  a 
task,  or  because  it  is  convenient  being  now  before 
us,  let  me  say,  that  it  is  usurping  the  powers  of 
the  judiciary,  and  overthrowing  whole  States. 

I  hear  of  immortality.  Ihere  is  a  strange 
that  word,  which  operates  alike  on 
plain  Q,uaker  to  the  proud  laurel 
the  rock  of  St.  Helena.  What  is 
A  word,  a  sound —  it  is  no  more  ! 
Who  now  enjoys  CsBsar's  fame  and  immortality  ? 
Is  it  Caesar  or  tne  scavenger  of  Rome  ?  Sir,  it  is 
anybody's,  'tis  nobody's — 'tis  your's,  'tis  mine,  'tis 
every  one's — it  is  but  a  word. 

But,  sir,  is  there  not  another  kind  of  immortali- 
ty, or,  as  1  would  think,  word,   in  the  world  ? 
datUiM !    I  do  not  say  this  to  alarm  the  feelings 
of  any  one  here.   I  hope  there  are  none  such  ;  but, 
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should  ills  and  evils  eonae  upon  this  country, 
when  they  could  be  so  easily  avoided,  I  know  not 
what  qualifying  term  the  future  historian  of  this 
country  will  give  to  that  word.  Let  us  not  be  de- 
ceived. There  is  great  danger  in  any  measure 
which  might,  even  by  possibility,  overthrow  the 
peace  of  a  community.  Let  us  be  solicitous  to 
enjoy  the  distinguished  respect  of  those  about  us. 
whilst  alive,  for  the  dead  are  ail  equally  proridea 
with  plenty  of  immortality. 

We  are  told  it  is  proper  to  reject  the  applica- 
tions of  this  Slate ;  and,  if  other  steps  are  to  be 
taken,  it  is  time  enough  afterwards  to  consider 
them.  This  is  the  proper  period  to  determine 
what  should  be  done.  Will  you  have  another  re- 
public west  of  the  Mississippi,  or  will  you  com- 
pel Missouri  to  return  to  her  territorial  condition? 
The  one  course  is  calculated  to  embody  ideas  of 
evils  not  less  great,  though  more  gradual  in  their 
approach  ;  the  other,  all  the  horrors  of  revolunon. 
Tell  us,  then,  the  course  to  be  pursued.  Surely, 
no  gentleman  is  willing  to  take  a  step  without  dis- 
tinctly seeing  the  consequences  which  are  to  flow 
from  it,  and  be  ready  to  meet  them.  Can  the 
mind  of  any  man  picture  to  itself  a  community 
of  Americans,  born  to  liberty,  with  the  rich  in- 
heritance and  blessings  of  this  Constitution,  with 
an  organized  government,  and  arms  in  their  hands, 
brought  so  low  as  to  crouch  to  the  injustice  of  a 
body  possessing  no  power  but  to  "  admit  them  in- 
to this  Union."  Reject  them  if  you  will — let  them 
remain  a  foreign  Power,  as  they  would  be,  if  re- 
jected. And  let  those  who  opposed  the  purchase 
of  Louisiana  now  reflect,  and  draw  consolation 
from  the  reflection,  if  they  can,  that  their  perse- 
vering hostility  has  at  length  divided  this  Union. 
Sir,  I,  for  one,  must  deprecate  the  consequences ; 
but  it  is  time  we  know  the  worst ;  and  no  time 
better  than  the  present.  If  the  doctrine  held  by  a 
member  last  session,  that  "  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  did  not  sanction  slavery,  but  only 
forebore  to  meddle  with  it,"  is  the  ultimate  end  of 
these  proceedings,  we  cannot  too  soon  know  it. 
Though  I  have  great  doubt  whether  all  the  en- 
joyment of  pomp  and  place,  in  this  imperial  city, 
could  compensate  for  the  gnawing  recollections 
that  it  had  produced  the  ruin  of  the  country — 
this  is  immortality  ! 

Mr.  Cobb  a.ssigned  the  reasons  why  he  could 
vote  for  neither  of  the  amendments. 

Mr.  Ross  stated  the  reasons  of  his  opposition  to 
the  resolution  from  the  Senate  in  any  shape  it  was 
likely  to  assume. 

Mr.  Hardin,  in  an  earnest  desire  to  see  th^ 
question  settled,  was  willing  to  agree  to  both  the 
amendments. 

Mr.  Rhea,  after  making  some  remark.s,  moved 
the  Committee  should  rise,  with  a  view  to  de- 
manding the  previous  question,  which  would  pre- 
clude all  debate  and  amendment,  and  present  to 
the  House  a  naked  and  direct  question  on  the 
resolution  from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Clay  earnestly  opposed  this  course,  as  eo- 
ing  to  close  the  door  on  the  spirit  of  aceommoaa- 
tion. 
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The  motion  for  the  Committee  to  rise  was  neg- 
atived hy  a  laree  majority. 

Mr.  Clay,  then,  after  an  earnest  appeal  to  all 
parts  of  the  House  to  bring  to  the  future  discus- 
sion of  this  subject  minds  prepared  to  harmonize, 
and  forever  settle  this  distracting  question  to  mu- 
tual satisfaction,  and  expressing  his  desire  more 
fully  to  examine  Mr.  Storrs's  proposition,  to  see 
whether  he  could  bring  his  mind  to  assent  to  it, 
as  he  wished  to  do,  moved  that  the  Committee 
now  rise,  in  order  to  have  the  several  propositions 
for  amendment  printed. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clay  then  gave  notice  he  should  again 
call  up  the  subject  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Lowndes  wished  it  deferred  until  Friday 
next,  to  give  more  time. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  would  compromise  with  hb 
friend  for  Thursday.  He  did  not  like  the  idea  of 
taking  up  this  question  on  Friday. 

Mr.  Cobb  said  that  he  proposed,  at  a  future  day, 
to  offer  the  following  amendment,  which  he  now 
xead,  to  follow  the  word  "  Union :" 

"  That  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Missouri 
shall  pass  do  law  impairing  the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities secured  to  the  citizens  of  each  State,  under  the 
£rst  clause  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States." 

This  amendment  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  as 
well  as  the  others. 


Wednesday,  January  31. 

Mr.  Maclay,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  leoral  representatives  of  John  Guthry, 
deceased  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Solomon  Prevost,  accompanied  with  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Noel  Destrehan, 
legal  representative  of  Edward  McCarty,  deceased, 
accompanied  with  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
of  the  said  McCarty  ;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  last  ap- 
pointed. 

Mr.  Williams  also  reported  a  bill  explanatory 
of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  between  the  United  States 
and  Richard  O'Brien,  late  American  Consul  at 
Algiers;"  which  was  read  twice  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of 
Robert  Purdy. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Jesse  Powel,  accompanied  with  a  bill  for  his 
relief;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Tracy  laid  upon  the  table  a  paper  in  the 
shape  of  a  bill  "providing  for  the  indemnity  of 
certain  citizens  oi  the  United  States  for  losses  sus- 


tained by  the  destruction  or  loss  of  property  during 
the  late  wars  with  Great  Britain  and  with  the 
Seminole  Indians ;"  and.  on  his  motion,  it  was 
ordered  to  be  printed,  with  a  vi#w  hereafter  to  call 
for  its  consideration. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  submitting  copies  of  the  instructioos 
given  to  the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  act  of 
the  15lb  of  May,  1820,  authorizing  the  location  of  a 
road  from  Wheeling,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  to  a 
point  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi  river,  between 
St.  Louis  and  the  mouth  of  the  Illinois  river,  and  copies 
of  the  report  made  by  the  said  commissioners  to  the 
Treasury  Department,  of  the  progress  they  have  made 
in  the  execution  of  the  duties  prescribed  by  the  said 
act,  together  with  map*  of  the  country  through  which 
the  location  is  to  be  made. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WisaiireTOH,  January  31,  1831. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals.  Whereupon,  Mr. 
Herrick  withdrew  the  resolution  submitted  by 
him  yesterday. 

Mr.  S.  Moore  submitted  the  following,  which 
he  wished  to  propose  as  an  amendment  to  the  res- 
olution respecting  Missouri : 

'*  Strike  out  the  proviso  attached  to  the  resolution 
from  the  Senate,  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert  the  follow- 
ing, viz : 

"  Provided,  That  the  following  conditions,  be  taken 
as  fundamental  conditions  and  terms  upon  which  the 
said  State  is  incorporated  into  the  Union,  viz:  That 
the  fourth  clause  of  the  twenty-sixth  section  of  the 
third  article  of  the  constitution,  submitted  by  the  peo- 
ple of  Missouri  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  shall, 
as  soon  as  the  provisions  of  said  constitution  will  ad- 
mit, be  expunged,  or  so  amended  that  it  shall  not  be 
applicable  to  citizens  of  any  State  in  this  Union.  And 
that,  until  so  expunged  or  amended,  no  law,  passed 
in  conformity  thereto,  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to 
any  citizen  of  either  State  in  this  Union. 

This  amendment  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisher,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  authorizing  by  law  the  executors  of 
John  B.  Mebane,  late  a  deputy  collector  of  inter- 
nal duties  and  direct  Uxes  in  North  Carolina,  to 
collect  whatever  arrearages  may  yet  be  due  him 
from  individuals,  and  for  which  he  ha?  accounted 
with  the  principal  collector. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  con- 
firming the  location  of  the  seat  of  government  of 
the  State  of  Illinois,  and  for  other  purposes. 
Whereupon,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  citizens  of 
Baltimore,  were  discharged,  and  the  bill  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which 
is  Committed  the  reportof  the  Committee  of  Claims 
on  the  petition  of  Eli  Hart. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit :  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives 
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of  Patience  Gordon,  widow,  deceased ;"  and  "An 
act  supplementary  to  an  act  passed  on  the  11th 
May,  1820,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  the  pub- 
lication of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes ;"  were  severally  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred,  the  first  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensionsand  Revolutionary  Claims,and  thesecond 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

COLUMBIAN  COLLEGE. 

TheHouse,on  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Columbian  College,  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Storrs  stated  a  number  of  objections 
which  he  bad  to  the  bill,  as  it  now  stood,  and  par- 
ticularly dwelt  on  its  having  originated  with  a 
religious  society,  and  that  clause  of  it  which  pro- 
poses to  give  to  this  corporation  a  general  capacity 
to  hold  lands,  from  which  might  be  inferred  a 
capacity  to  hold  them  in  any  State  in  the  Union ; 
concluding  by  suggestingcertain  alterations  which 
he  proposed  to  male  in  tne  constitution  of  the  Col- 
lege, snould  the  bill  pass,  though  opposed  himself 
to  tne  passage  of  the  bill  in  any  shape.  Mr.  S. 
moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia,  with  instructions : 

1st.  To  reduce  the  number  of  trustees  for  the  said 
institution  to  twenty-one. 

2d.  That  the  SecreUries  of  the  Treasary,  War, 
Navy,  and  State  Departments,  the  Attorney  General 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit 
Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  for  the  time  being, 
shall  be  respectively  ex  officio  trustees  of  the  said 
institution. 

3d.  The  vacancies  in  the  said  Board  of  Trustees 
shall  be  filled  by  the  same  body. 

4tb.  That  a  visitorial  power  over  the  said  institution 
shall  be  vested  in  a  joint  committee,  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

5th.  To  fill  up  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  the  number 
of  twenty-one. 

Mr.  Mercer  opposed  the  recommitment,  as  in- 
evitably leading  to  a  rejection  of  the  bill ;  partic- 
ularly as  coming  from  a  gentleman  who  had  de- 
clared that  he  should  vote  against  the  bill  in  any 
shape.  Mr.  M.  protested  against  this  bill  being 
rejected  on  the  ground  of  hostility  to  the  establish- 
ment of  any  literary  institution  in  this  District, 
which  the  gentleman  from  New  York  had  so 
broadly  avowed.  He  went  into  a  general  view  of 
the  subject,  vindicating  the  bill,  and  asserting  the 
right  of  the  people  of  this  District  to  expect  from 
Congress,  their  sole  legislators,  that  they  would 
at  least  be  allowed  to  educate  their  children  within 
the  District  if  they  chose,  and  that  they  should, 
therefore,  be  enabled  to  secure  and  properly  admin- 
ister the  funds  they  might  establish  tor  tnat  pur- 
pose, &c. 

There  then  arose,  on  this  subject,  a  debate  which 
occupied  the  whole  of  the  remainder  of  the  day's 
Fitting,  which  was  desultory  in  its  nature  and 
comprehensive  in  its  objects,  embracing  the  gen- 
eral powers  of  Congress  to  confer  power  by  grant- 
ing acts  of  incorporation,  as  well  as  the  merits  of 
this  particular  bill,  and  even  the  Missouri  question, 
somehow  or  other,  wedged  its  way  into  the  debate. 


Messrs.  Sergeant,  Meigs,  Cclpepba,  and 
Cdthbert,  sided  with  Mr.  Merger,  in  opposition 
to  the  amendment,  and  Mr.  Storrb  replied. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs  was  negatived. 

Mr.  BALnwiic,  to  obviate  the  objection  which 
existed  to  the  bill,  on  the  ground  of  its  supposed 
comprehensiveness,  moved  to  amend  it  by  adding 
thereto  the  following : 

And,  provided,  also,  that  nothing  in  this  act  oon* 
tained  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  authorize  said  College 
to  purchase  or  hold  any  real  estate  out  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  without  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  within  which  such  real  estate  shall  be  sit- 
uated. 

The  bill  being  on  its  third  reading,  an  unani- 
mous consent  only  could  make  the  amendment ; 
and,  objection  being  made,  it  fell  of  course. 

Mr.  Campbell  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  with 
instructions  to  make  the  above  amendment  to  the 
bill. 

Here  ensued  a  further  debate,  in  which  Messrs. 
Clay,  Baldwin,  Barbour,  Mercer,  Tucker, 
Warfield,  and  Brcsh,  took  part. 

The  amendment  was  objected  to  both  by  friends 
and  adversaries  of  the  bill ;  by  its  friends,  as  being 
unnecessary — by  its  enemies,  on  the  ground  that 
its  insertion  would  leave  an  implication  that, 
without  its  insertion,  the  College  would  have  had 
the  power  proposed  to  be  denied. 

The  opinion  recently  given  by  celebrated  counsel 
on  the  operation  of  lotteries  authorized  by  Con- 
gress became  the  subject  of  incidental  remark. 
The  greatest  respect  was  professed  for  the  counsel 
in  the  case,  but  not  much  for  their  opinion.  The 
matter,  however,  was  not  so  much  argued  as  al- 
luded to. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell  was  negatived, 
71  votes  to  60. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and  the 
question  was  taken  on  its  passage,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  and  decided  :  For  the  bill  79,  against  it  60, 
as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Abbot,  Allen  of  New  York,  Ander- 
son, Archer  of  Maryland,  Baker,  Bateman,  Bayly, 
Beecber,  Brevard.  Brown,  Brush,  Burton,  Butler  of 
Louisiana,  Clay,  Cobb,  Cook,  Crawford,  Calpeper, 
Cusbman,  Cuthbert,  Dane,  Darlington,  t)avidson, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Eustis,  Floyd,  Foot, 
Garnett,  Grou  of  New  York,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hen- 
dricks,  Hill,  Hubart,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Vir- 
ginia, Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Kinsey,  Kinsley, 
Lincoln,  Lowndes,  Maclay,  McCreary,  McCuUougb, 
McLane  of  Delaware.  Meigs,  Mercer,  Monell,  Morton, 
Moseley,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of 
Virginia,  Newton,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Reid,  Robertson, 
Rubs,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Silst>ee,  Simkins,  Smith  of 
New  Jersey,  Southard,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont, 
Terrell,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Upham,  Walker.  Warfield,  Wendover,  and  WUIiamt 
of  Virginia. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen  of  Maasachusetts, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Boden, 
Bryan,  Bufifum,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell, 
Cannon,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cocke,  CrafU,  Denninon, 
Edward*  of  North  Carolina,  Fay,  Ford,  Forrest,  Gray, 
Hall  of  New  York,  HaU  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin, 
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Hwrick,  Uibshman,  Hookf,  Hostetter,  Latbrop,  LHtle, 
McCoy,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  M«rch«nd,  Metc«!f, 
R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Morniy,  Parker  of  Mamachueetto, 
Parker  of  ViTgiai;  Patteraon,  Philaon,  Randolph, 
Raokio,  Rhea,  Richard*,  Roger*,  Roaa,  Shaw,  Sloan, 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Sierens,  Storrt,  Tarr,  Tracy, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  UJree,  WilUama  of 
Iforlh  Carolina,  and  Wood. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

An  engrosited  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  William  T.  Ninimo,"  was  read  the  third  time ; 
and  tbe  question  stated,  Shall  it  pass?  Whereupon, 
tke  House  adjourned. 


.1 


Tbdrsday,  February  1. 

Mr.  LiTBRMORE,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Pos>t  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to  alter 
and  establish  certain  post  roads ;  which  was  read 
twiee,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  autboriziiu^  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  issue  a  patent  to  Thomas  Ozlev ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  toe 
table. 

Mr.  MoNELi^  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  who  were  instructed,  on  the  19th  of 
December  last,  to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if 
any,  what,  regulations  can  be  adopted,  consistent 
with  the  interest  of  the  Government,  whereby  the 
soldiers  of  the  late  war  who  have  not  received 
their  bounty  lands  can  be  better  provided  for  than 
under  existing  laws,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
with  a  bill  further  to  regulate  the  issuing  of  pa- 
tents of  military  bounty  lands ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  which  is  committed  the  bill  regulating  the  pay- 
ment of  debts  due  from  the  purchasers  of  the  pub- 
lic lands. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  list  of 
all  the  lands  and  buildings  which  have  been  pur- 
chased by  the  United  States  for  military  purposes, 
from  the  first  day  of  July,  1800,  to  the  present 
time,  the  cost  of  each  site,  and  the  buildings,  as 
for  as  practicable,  toother  with  remarks  on  the 
estimated  present  value  of  the  same,  &c.,  pre- 
pared in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  14th  ul- 
timo ;  which  letter  and  list  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  Ethan  A.  Brown,  Grovernor  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  transmitting  a  report  of  the  joint  com- 
mittee of  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly, 
on  the  subject  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  agamst  certain  officers  of  the 
government  of  that  State,  in  the  circuit  court  of 
the  United  Stales;  which  was  ordeied  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  McLa>ne  offered  the  following  paper,  as  an 
amendment  which,  when  the  subject  came  up,  he 
proposed  to  move  to  the  resolution  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Missouri  into  the  Union  : 

PrtivitUd,  That  nothing  in  the  constitution  of  the 
aaiii  Slate  of  Missouri  ahall  be  construed  to  authorize 
or  make  it  obligatory  on  the  Legislature  to  pass  any 


law  denying  to  the  ritixens  of  each  State  any  of  th* 
privileges  and  immunitiea  of  citisens  in  the  several 
States  :  And  provided,  further.  That  no  law  of  th« 
aaid  State  shall  be  construed  to  deny  to  tbe  eitisena  of 
each  State  any  of  the  privileges  and  immaDities  of 
citizens  in  tbe  several  States. 

And  the  same  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  tbe  state  of  the  Union,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  Thomas  Shields  and  others,"  in 
which  bill  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  Hoaae. 
The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  BALnwiN  laid  before  the  House  sundry  doc- 
uments in  relation  to  the  trade  of  the  United 
States  with  the  empire  of  China ;  the  state  of 
sundry  manufacturing  establishments  withm  the 
United  States,  and  other  papers,  illustrative  of  the 
principles  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Manufactures,  which  was  accompanied  by 
the  bill  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports,  and  for 
other  purposes  ;  which  documents  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  tbe  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  changing  an  appropriation  made 
by  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  27th  of  March,  1818, 
for  the  purpose  of  "repairing  and  keeping  in  re- 
pair that  part  of  the  road  leading  from  Columbia, 
in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  by  the  Choctaw  Agen- 
cy, to  Madisonville,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
which  lies  between  the  southern  boundary  line  of 
Tennessee,  and  the  Indian  boundary  line  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi,"  so  as  to  apply  so  much 
thereof,  as,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  may  be  found  necessary  to  open  a  road 
from  a  point  on  the  United  States  military  road 
at  or  near  Columbus,  in  tbe  State  of  Mississippi, 
through  the  Choctaw  nation  of  Indians,  to  Turner 
Brashears's  stand  on  the  old  road  leading  from 
Natchez  to  Nashville. 

Mr.  Storrs  submitted  the  following  order, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
until  to-morrow : 

Ordered,  That,  daring  the  remainder  of  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  business  referred  to  Committees 
of  the  whole  House  shall  be  called  for  consideration 
in  the  following  order  : 

1.  Private  bills  which  have  passed  the  Senate,  and 
have  been  reported  favorably  by  a  committee  of  the 
House. 

2.  Private  bills  reported  by  committees  of  tbe 
House. 

3.  Bills  and  resolutions  of  a  public  nature. 

4.  Bills  which  have  passed  tbe  Senate,  and  have 
been  reported  against  by  a  committee  of  the  House. 

5.  Reports  unfavorable  to  petitioners. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rosalie  P. 
Deslonde ;  the  eng^os^8ed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Pierre 
Denis  de  la  Ronde;  the  engrossed  bill  confirming 
the  location  of  the  permanent  seat  of  government 
of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  for  other  purposes, 
were  severally  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 


WILUAH  T.  NIMMO. 


The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  T. 
Nimmo^  was  read  a  third  time ;  and,  on  the  ques- 
tion of  Its  passage — 

Mr.  Newton  spoke  in  support  of  tbe  bill.  From 
what  he  said  in  lavor  of  it.  the  bill  proposes  to  in- 
demnify Mr.  Nimmo  for  the  building,  on  the  bay 
shore  below  Norfolk,  usually  known  by  the  name 
of  the  Pleasure  House,  which  was  burnt  by  the 
enemy  during  tbe  late  war,  on  the  ground,  as  al- 
leged by  the  petitioner,  and  contended  by  Mr. 
N.,  that  the  building  was  occupied  as  a  military 
post. 

Mr.  Floyd  bavins  called  on  Mr.  Mercer,  who 
was  performing  military  duty  at  Norfolk  about 
that  time,  for  information  on  the  subject — 

Mr.  Mercer  stated  the  facts  within  his  know- 
ledge upon  the  subject,  which  were,  that  the  build- 
ing had  been  occupied  as  barracks  or  lodgings  for 
a  vidette,  the  outguard  of  the  Army,  and  was  de- 
stroyed, as  was  universally  admitted  at  the  time, 
from  mere  wantonness,  or  on  the  pretence  of  re- 
taliation. Mr.  M.  drew  a  distinction  between 
military  posts  and  fortified  places,  destroyed  in 
legitimate  warfare,  and  mere  barracks  or  houses 
occupied  as  such,  destroyed  wantonly,  or  on  the 
plea  of  retaliation.  Mr.  M.  was  opposed  to  indem- 
nifyii^  the  losers  in  any  of  the  whole  class  of  cases 
of  the  latter  description,  including  those  on  the 
Niagara  frontier,  dbc.  He  paid  a  high  compliment 
to  the  personal  character  and  merit  of  the  claim- 
ant in  this  case,  and  expressed  his  satisfaction  that 
such  a  case  had  presented  itself,  that  he  might 
vote  upon  it  on  principle,  to  show  what  his  opin- 
ion was  on  this  subject,  where  his  feelings  would 
lead  him  to  vote  differently  if  he  could. 

Some  further  debate  took  place  on  this  subject, 
in  which  Messrs.  McCoy,  Metcalf,  Merger, 
Newton,  and  Rich,  engaged. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  bill,  it  was  re- 
jected, by  a  vole  of  78  to  60. 

MISSOURI. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  House  then  again 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  resolution  from  the  Senate,  declaring  the  ad- 
mission of  the  State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union, 
and  the  amendments  proposed  thereto. 

The  whole  day  was  spent  in  animated  debate, 
and  interesting  proceedings. 

The  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Foot  was,  to 
strike  out  the  proviso  of  the  re!*olution  from  the 
Senate,  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert  the  follow- 
ing: 

"  Provided,  That  it  shall  be  taken  as  a  fundamental 
ooadition,  upon  which  the  said  State  is  incorporated 
in  the  Union,  that  so  much  of  the  twenty-sixth  section 
of  tbe  third  article  of  the  constitution  which  has  been 
aubraitted  to  Congress,  as  declares  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  General  Assembly  '  to  prevent  free  negroes  and 
mulattoes  from  coming  to,  and  settling  in,  this  State, 
nnder  any  pretext  whatsoever,'  shall  be  expunged 
within  two  years  from  the  passage  of  this  resolution, 
by  the  General  Assembly  of  Missouri,  in  the  manner 
prescribed  for  amending  said  Constitution. 

Mr.  Storrb  had  m4>Ted  to  amend  the  ameod- 


inent,  by  striking  out  the  whole  of  it,  after  the  word 
"Union,"  in  the  third  line,  and  inserting  the  toU 
lowing : 

"And  to  be  of  perpetual  obl%ation  on  the  aaid  State, 
(in  faith  whereof  this  resolution  is  passed  by  Congreas,) 
that  no  law  shall  ever  be  enacted  by  the  aaid  Stato, 
impairing  or  contravening  the  rights,  privilegoa,  or  im« 
munitiea,  secured  to  citizens  of  other  States  by  ths  Con- 
stitution of  the.  United  Sutes  :  And  provided  furthtTf 
That  tbe  Legislature  acting  under  the  constitution  al- 
ready adopted  in  Missouri  as  a  State,  shall,  aa  a  con- 
vention, (for  which  purpose  the  conaent  of  Coofreai 
is  hereby  granted,)  declare  their  aiaant,  by  a  public 
act,  to  the  said  condition,  before  the  next  session  of 
Congress ;  and  transmit  to  Congress  an  attested  copy 
of  such  act  by  the  first  day  of  tbe  said  session." 

After  much  debate,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Storba 

was  negatived — 80  votes  to  61. 

Mr.  Hackley  then  moved  to  strike  out  all  Mr. 
Foot's  amendment,  after  the  word  "Union,"  and 
insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  following : 

"And  to  be  of  perpetual  obligation  on  the  aaid  Stata, 
(in  faith  whereof  this  resolution  is  passed  by  Congraaa,) 
that  no  law  aball  ever  be  enacted  by  the  said  State,  to 
prevent  such  free  negroes  or  mulattoes  from  entering 
into,  and  settling  in,  said  State,  as  may  be  citizens  of 
any  of  the  States  of  the  Union :  And  provided,  further^ 
That  the  Legislature,  acting  under  the  constitution  al- 
ready  adopted  in  Miasouri  as  a  State,  shall,  as  a  con> 
vention,  (for  which  purpose  the  consent  of  Congreas 
is  hereby  granted,)  declare  their  assent,  by  a  public 
act,  to  the  said  condition,  before  tbe  next  session  of 
Congress ;  and  transmit  to  Congress  an  attested  copy 
of  such  act  by  the  first  day  of  the  said  session." 

After  debate,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hackley  was 
negatived — ^70  to  66. 

Mr.  Coaa  then  moved  the  amendment  previ- 
ously suggested  by  him,  viz :  to  strike  out  so  much 
of  Mr.  Foot's  amendment  as  follows  the  word 
"Union,"  and  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  follow- 
ing: 

"That  the  Legislature  of  the  Sute  of  Missoon  shall 
pass  no  law  impairing  the  privileges  and  immunities 
secured  to  the  citizen  of  each  Slate,  under  tbe  first 
clause  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the 
Coostitation  of  the  United  States." 

After  debate,  this  motion  was  negatived — 74 
votes  to  65. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Foor'a 
motion  to  amend  as  above,  and  decided  in  the  aeg- 
ative  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  McLane  then  moved  his  amendment,  as 
stated ;  and  then,  after  having  previously  several 
times  refused  to  rise,  a  motion  to  that  enect  fife- 
vailed,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Frioay,  February  2. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  to  repeal  an  act  passed  the 
26th  of  April,  1816,  increasing  the  combensatieaa 
of  inspectors,  measurers,  weighers,  and  gauffers ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Forrest,  from  the  Committee  on  Acnrical- 
ture,  made  a  report  on  the  memorial  of  the  Uniiad 
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Agricaltaral  Society  of  Virginia;  which  was 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Union.  , 

Mr.  WARHELn  submitted  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  read  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table  one  day  : 

JUtolved,  Thtt  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  di- 
rected to  famish  this  House  with  a  statement  of  the 
annaal  expense  of  the  Marine  Corps  at  the  city  of 
'Washington  ;  the  manner  in  which  the  said  corps  are 
employed;  the  annaal  amount  paid  to  each  officer, 
distinguishing  their  pay  from  their  perquisites  and 
emoluments  ;  also,  the  duties  required  to  be  performed 
by  each  officer  attached  to  said  corps. 

Mr.  Rich  rose  to  say,  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  great  length  of  time  which  has  been  taken  up 
in  discussing  the  proposed  reduction  of  the  Army, 
and  other  subjects,  and  the  limited  period  of  the 
present  session,  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  not 
to  ask  for  the  further  consideration  at  the  present 
session,  of  the  resolution  which  he  had  submitted, 
some  time  ago,  proposing  the  prohibition  of  the 
importation  of  certain  articles  of  foreign  growth 
or  manufacture.  He  hoped,  he  said,  that  he  might 
be  indulged  in  the  further  remark,  that,  being 
fully  satisfied,  that,  should  the  condition  of  the 
country   remain   unchanged,   its  resources  must 

gradually  melt  away  and  disappear,  he  should,  if 
ere  at  tne  next  session  of  Congress,  at  an  early 
day  call  the  attention  of  the  House  again  to  this 
subject;  and,  should  he  not  be  here,  if  he  had  any 
influence  with  his  successor,  it  should  certainly 
be  employed  to  induce  him  to  move  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  subject. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

"     Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  submitted  for  consid- 
eration the  following  resolution: 

Retolvtd,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  Into  the  expediency  of  abolishing  imprison- 
ment for  debt,  in  all  cases  of  process  issuing  from  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,  and  that  they  have  leave 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  resolution  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Nelson  said,  as  the  resolution  proposed  an 
inquiry  only,  it  would  be  unnecessary  for  him  to 
enter  into  an  argument  to  show  the  propriety  of 
its  adoption.  The  distress  which  pervaded  the 
country,  he  said,  was  known  to  every  one,  and  its 
situation  demanded  relief,  as  far  as  it  was  in  the 
power  of  this  House  to  afford  it.  It  had  already 
too  long  been  a  stain^an  the  statute  books  of  the 
country,  that  men  were  liable  to  be  imprisoned, 
not  for  crime,  but  for  their  misfortune.  He  hoped 
it  would  not  be  suffered  to  continue  so  longer. 

Mr.  Wood  inquired  whether  it  was  proposed  to 
include  the  courts  of  the  United  States  within  this 
District. 

Mr.  Campbell  expressed  his  hope  that  the  pro- 
posed inquiry  by  a  committee  would  be  made. 
He  had  long  formed  the  opinion,  on  much  reflec- 
tion, that,  as  far  as  Congress  had  power  in  this 
respect,  it  ought  to  be  exercised  in  the  abolition  of 
imprisonment  for  debt. 

Mr.  Nelson  said  the  resolution,  as  to  its  object, 
spoke  for  itself.    If  Congress  had  any  power  over 


the  subject  in  the  States,  he  would  have  made  his 
motion  universal.  But,  as  far  as  we  have  power, 
said  he,  I  would  exercise  it,  as  well  in  regard  to 
the  courts  of  this  District  as  to  the  other  courts 
established  by  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 
The  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson  was  agreed  to,  and 
a  committee  of  five  ordered  to  be  appointed  ac- 
cordingly ;  and  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  Mr. 
Storrs,  Mr.  Hemphill,  Mr.  Ross,  and  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, of  Connecticut,  were  appointed  the  said 
committee. 

REPORT  ON  GOLD  COIN. 
Mr.  Whitman,  from  the  select  committee,  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering 
the  relative  value  of  the  ^old  hereafter  to  be  coined 
at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  made  a  report 
thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill.  The  report  and 
bill  are  as  follows  : 

The  committee  who  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  increasing  the  relative  value  of  gold 
hereafter  to  be  coined  at  the  Mint,  have  attended  to 
that  subject,  and  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report  that 
they  arc  of  opinion  the  value  of  American  gold,  com- 
pared with  silver,  ought  to  be  somewhat  higher  than 
by  law  at  present  established.  On  inquiry,  they  find 
that  gold  coins,  both  foreign  and  of  the  United  States, 
have,  in  a  great  mensure,  disappeared  ;  and,  from  the 
best  calculation  that  can  be  made,  there  is  reason  to 
apprehend  they  will  be  wholly  banished  from  circuia* 
tion,  and  it  ought  not  to  be  a  matter  of  surprise,  under 
our  present  regulations,  that  this  should  be  the  case. 

There  remains  no  longer  any  doubt  that  the  gold 
coins  of  the  United  States  are,  by  our  laws,  rated  at  a 
value  lower  than  in  almost  any  other  country,  in  com- 
parison with  that  of  silver.  This  occasions  the  gold 
to  be  constantly  selected,  when  it  can  be  obtained,  in 
preference  to  silver,  whenever  required  for  remittance 
from  this  to  foreign  countries ;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
prevents  those  who  have  occasion  to  remit  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  from  doing  it  in  gold.  Hence  there  is  a  con- 
tinual  and  steady  drain  of  that  metal  from  this  country, 
without  any  correspondent  return,  which  must  con- 
tinue while  there  remains  any  of  it  among  us.  The 
importations  of  it  will  be  confined  to  small  quanlitiea, 
and  from  countries  from  which  nothing  better  can  be 
obtained. 

There  have  been  coined  at  the  Mint  of  the  United 
States  nearly  six  millions  of  dollars  in  gold.  It  is 
doubtful  whether  any  considerable  portion  of  it  can, 
at  this  time,  be  found  within  the  United  States.  It  is 
ascertained,  in  one  of  our  principal  commercial  cities, 
quite  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Mint,  that  the  gold  coin 
in  an  office  of  discount  and  deposite  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  there  located,  in  November,  1819, 
amounted  to  $165,000,  and  the  silver  coin  to  $118,- 
000.  That,  since  that  time,  the  silver  coin  has  in- 
creased to  $700,000,  while  the  gold  coin  has  diminish- 
ed to  the  sum  of  $1,200,  one  hundred  only  of  which  is 
American.  And  it  is  stated  that  the  vaults  of  the 
State  banks  in  the  same  city,  having  a  capital  in  the 
"KSregate,  as  is  believed,  of  nearly  eight  millions,  ex- 
hibit a  similar  result.  It  is  scarcely  to  be  doubted, 
that,  on  examination  in  the  other  commercial  cities, 
similar  additional  proof  would  be  furnished. 

It  now  becomes  a  question  of  serious  import,  to  be 
decided  by  the  nation,  whether  a  gold  currency  be  at 
all  deairable,  or  whether  it  should  wholly  give  place  t« 
silver  ?     By  some  a  silver  currency  is  deemed  the  most 


eligible.  They  contend  that  our  circulating  metallic 
currency  should  be  ponderous,  and  inconvenient  of 
transmission  ;  that  it  would,  in  such  case,  remain  in 
the  country  and  stationary. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  believed,  by  your  commit- 
tee, that  a  more  portable  currency  may  be,  on  many 
accounts,  and,  in  many  instances,  must  be,  much  more 
convenient,  and  in  some  cases  absolutely  necessary. 
It  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  lighter  and  smaller  the 
currency,  in  proportion  to  its  value,  the  greater  will 
be  the  accommodation  in  the  negotiations  between 
the  great  extremes  of  the  Union.  In  proportion  to 
this  facility  the  price  of  exchange  will  be  lessened ; 
commercial  transactions  would  thus  be  carried  on  at 
an  enhanced  profit  to  all  concerned.  Moreover,  in 
time  of  war,  it  will  never  fail  to  become  requisite  to 
make  use  of  specie  in  payments  and  remittances ;  and 
these  will  be  demanded,  almost  exclusively,  at  the 
extreme  borders  and  frontiers  of  the  Union.  In  such 
case  gold  furnishes  a  medium  which  will  not  only  be 
light  and  convenient,  but  which  can  be  transmitted 
with  secrecy,  thereby  avoiding  the  risks  incident  to 
war  and  commotion.  Those  who  carry  their  recol- 
lections back  to  the  incidenU  of  the  late  war,  cannot 
fail  of  being  forcibly  impressed  with  this  idea. 

Our  empire  is  widely  extended,  and  becoming  more 
so;  and,  at  the  same  time,  sparsely  settled.  The 
transmission  of  large  sums,  especially  in  time  of  war, 
if  in  ponderous  silver,  must  be  extremely  inconveni- 
ent, and  oftentimes  attended  with  great  danger.  It 
would  seem,  therefore,  that,  as  currency,  the  gold  coin 
has,  in  this  country,  manifest  advantages  over  that  of 
silver. 

•  But  there  is  another  particular  not  unworthy  of 
considerstion.  We  have  before  stated  that  the  gold 
coins  are  worth,  in  foreign  countries,  more,  in  com- 
parison with  silver,  than  in  our  own.  The  average 
of  this  increased  value  is  believed  to  exceed  six-tenths 
of  a  dollar  in  every  fifteen  dollars.  In  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal, three  half  eagles  are  worth  sixteen  dollars ;  in 
Cuba,  seventeen ;  in  the  West  Indies,  generally,  six- 
teen; in  England,  fifteen  and  one-fifth;  in  Holland, 
fifteen;  and  in  France,  fifteen  and  a  half  These 
calculations  may  not  be  precisely  as  stated,  but  are 
bcheved  to  be  nearly  accurate. 

In  the  United  Sutes,  before  the  esUblishment  of 
the  present  Government,  it  has  heretofore  been  ascer- 
tained by  a  committee  of  Congress,  that,  by  custom, 
the  value  of  gold  has  been  considered  as  equivalent  to 
about  fifteen  and  six-tenths  of  its  weight  in  silver. 
This,  without  doubt,  arose  frdm  finding  this  to  be  the 
average  of  the  different  values  affixed  to  the  gold  in 
different  foreign  countries. 

Why  it  was  thought  proper,  on  establishing  the 
Mint  of  the  United  Sutes,  ti>  reduce  this  value  to  fif- 
teen for  one,  it  is  not  now  material  to  inquire.  It  is 
sufficient  to  know,  from  unhappy  experience,  that  its 
tendency  is  to  rid  us  of  a  gold  currency,  and  leave  us 
nothing  but  silver. 

The  merchants,  if  they  have  occasion  to  import 
specie,  and  cannot  obtain  silver,  are  compelled  to  im- 
port gold,  at  a  loss  of  from  two  to  ten  per  cent.  If 
they  have  a  remittance  to  make,  they  will,  if  possible, 
exchange  silver  for  gold,  as,  thereby,  they  will  gain 
from  two  to  ten  per  cent.,  according  to  the  value  of 
gold  in  the  country  to  which  the  remitUnce  is  to  be 

made. 

An  occurrence,  strikingly  illustrative  upon  this 
point,  is  stated  in  an  elaborate  report  of  a  former  com- 


mittee, on  the  subject  of  the  currency,  to  which  your 
committee  would  beg  leave  to  refer,  as  affiirding  much 
useful  information  on  this  subject  generally.  The 
Bank  of  the  United  States  entered  into  a  contract  with 
Messrs.  Baring  dc  Co.,  of  London,  for  the  supply  of 
two  millions  of  dollars  in  specie,  in  equal  parts,  as 
near  as  might  be  practicable,  of  gold  and  silver,  at  the 
American  standard.  The  amount  was,  accordingly, 
furnished ;  but  not  a  dollar  of  it  in  gold ;  although 
gold  is  the  currency  of  Great  Britain,  and  silver  is  ad- 
missible there,  as  a  tender,  in  but  very  small  sums. 

It  will,  of  course,  be  objected,  that  if  we  should  now 
render  gold  four  per  cent,  better,  we  shall,  thereby, 
put  into  the  hands  of  its  present  holders  a  clear  net 
gain  to  that  amount,  provided  they  hold  it  with  an  in- 
tent to  use  it  in  this  country.  But  it  is  not  perceived 
how  this  will  injure  the  public  or  individuals.  And  it 
will  not  be  regretted  by  the  benevolent  that  individ- 
uals should  be  benefitted  if  no  one  be  injured.  If, 
however,  individual  wealth  be  a  public  blessing,  all 
will  be  benefitted.  At  any  rate,  this  is  an  incident 
utterly  unavoidable,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  this  case. 
It  must  be  submitted  to;  as,  otherwise,  a  positive  na- 
tional evil,  of  great  magnitude,  as  your  committee 
deem  it,  must  be  encountered. 

It  will,  moreover,  be  objected,  that  speculators  will 
take  advanUge  of  the  unwary,  and,  ere  they  will  have 
been  apprized  of  the  increased  value  of  their  gold,  will 
have  purchased  it  of  them  at  the  former  rate.  This, 
however,  your  committee  believe,  will,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, be  counteracted  by  a  provision  in  the  bill,  accom- 
panying this  report,  that  the  coin  at  its  increased  value 
shall  not  be  a  legal  tender,  until  the  first  of  July  next 
In  this  way,  those  who  would  buy  it  with  a  view  to 
speculation  would  sustain  a  loss  of  interest  amounting 
to  nearly  or  quite  ss  much  as  would  otherwise  be 
gained  by  the  purchase. 

If  it  be  expedient  to  adopt  the  measure  in  contem- 
plation, the  present  is  the  moment  when  it  can  and 
ought  to  be  done.  The  longer  we  continue  under  the 
present  regulation  the  worse  will  be  our  condition  and 
the  greater  the  injury  we  shall  have  sustained. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  in  conformity  to  the 
foregoing  sentiments,  ask  leave  to  report  a  bill. 

The  bill  is  as  follows : 

Be  it  enacted,  <!(-c.,  That  the  eagles  hereafter  to  be 
coined  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  Sutes  shall  conUin 
two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  grains  and  ninety-eight 
hundredths  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  two  hundred  and 
fifty-nine  grains  and  sixty-one  hundredths  of  a  grain 
of  sUndard  gold  ;  and  the  half  eagles  and  quarter 
eagles  the  same  proportion  of  fine  or  sUndard  gold  ; 
and  the  said  eagles,  half  eagles,  and  quarter  eagles,  so 
to  be  coined,  being  of  the  weight  aforesaid,  shall,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  pass,  and  be  a  le- 
gal tender  in  the  payment  of  all  debU  and  demands 
whatsoever,  at  the  rate  of  ten  dollars  for  each  eagle, 
and  in  that  proportion  for  half  and  quarter  eagles; 
and,  when  of  less  than  the  weig:ht  aforesaid,  being  of 
the  standard  fineness,  in  proportion  to  their  weight 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

MISSOURI. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  Senate's  resolution 
for  the  admission  of  Missouri. 

The  following  amendment,  proposed  on  yester- 
day by  Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  being  under 
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eonsideratioD,  viz :  to  strike  out  the  proviso  to  the 
resolution  as  follows : 

Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
«o  construed  as  to  give  the  assent  of  Congress  to  any 
provision  in  the  Constitution  of  Missouri,  (if  any  such 
there  be,)  which  contravenes  that  clause  of  the  Con- 
•titotion  of  the  United  States,  which  declares  that  the 
citizens  of  each  State  fhall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privi- 
leges and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  States. 

Aod,  iu  lieu  thereof,  insert  the  following  : 
Frovided,  That  nothing  in  the  constitution  of  the 
aaid  State  of  Missouri  shall  be  construed  to  authorize 
or  make  it  obligatory  on  the  Legislature  to  pat^s  any 
law  denying  to  the  citizens  of  each  State  any  of  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  several 
States :  And  prodded,  further,  That  no  law  of  the 
said  State  shall  be  construed  to  deny  to  the  citizens 
of  each  State  any  of  the  privileges  and  immunities  of 
citizens  of  the  several  States. 

A  long  debate  took  place,  not  so  much  on  this 
particular  amendment  as  on  the  whole  subject  of 
the  evils  of  slavery,  the  rights  of  the  South,  the 
balance  of  power,  the  nature  of  the  obligations  and 
benefits  of  the  Union,  dec. 

Mr.  Campbell  rose  and  said,  he  was  not  igno- 
rant of  the  anxiety  of  gentlemen  on  all  sides  ot  the 
House,  to  have  the  question  now  under  discussion 
determined.  Notwithstanding  he  felt  this  anxiety 
in  common  with  others,  he  hoped  a  disposition  to 
cultivate  patience  a  littlelouger  would  be  indulged, 
particularly  when  a  member,  not  in  the  habit  of 
obtruding,  wished  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  C.  said,  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  (Mr. 
McLane,)  who  presented  the  amendment  now 
under  consideration,  had  evinced  so  much  candor, 
and  so  often  repeated  his  invitations  to  those  dis- 
a^eeing  with  him  on  the  main  question,  to  meet 
hira  in  the  spirit  of  amity  on  his  proposition  to 
Muend,  that  he  would  ofier  his  reasons  why  he 
could  not.  What,  Mr.  C.  asked,  is  the  object  of 
the  amendment  ?  If  he  understood  its  import,  it 
is  intended,  at  least  indirectly,  to  alter  the  consti- 
tution of  Missouri.  If  not  to  expunge  the  excep- 
tionable clause,  certainly  to  give  it,  or  any  act 
jKissed  in  conformity  thereto,  such  an  interpreta- 
tion as  the  convention  never  intended.  Whence 
does  Congress  derive  this  immensity  of  power? 
Or  on  what  occasion  has  the  employment  oi  it  been 
indicated  ?  This  doctrine  is  very  different  from 
that  for  which  the  gentleman  at  the  last  session  so 
ablv  contended.  At  that  time  it  was  alleged  we 
had  no  right  to  intermeddle  with  the  constitution 
of  a  State  about  to  apply  for  admission  into  the 
Union.  If  Congress  be  competent  to  interfere  in 
any  way  with  one  clause  or  the  constitution  of 
Missouri,  an  interference  with  another,  and  indeed 
with  every  other,  would  be  equally  admissible.  Mr. 
C.  said,  he  considered  the  amendment  a  perfect 
cypher,  and  so  would  it,  if  adopted,  be  deemed  by 
the  people  of  Missouri.  To  any  such  modification 
their  consent  would  be  indispensable.  And  how 
was  this  to  be  obtained  ?  Mr.  C.  said,  he  knew 
of  no  way  but  through  another  convention,  and 
he  defied  gentlemen  to  point  out  any  other  legiti- 
mate mode.  Mr.  C.  said,  Missouri  is  unrepre- 
aeated  here ;  and  if  she  were,  who  could  believe 


her  representation  vested  with  power  to  enter  into 
any  compact  binding  on  her,  relative  to  her  con- 
stitution ? 

The  gentleman  who  had  just  resumed  his  seat, 
(Mr.  Alexander,)  has  importuned  his  opponents 
to  vote  for  the  amendment,  and  terminate  this 
unbecoming  strife.  Mr.  C.  said,  he  admired  the 
disposition  of  the  gentleman,  and  so  far  as  it  re- 
spected himself  he  would  gratify  him  in  his  wishes, 
were  it  possible,  without  a  dereliction  of  what  he 
believed  to  be  duty.  That  he  might  now  be  dis- 
tinctly understood,  he  declared  his  unwiliinguesfi 
to  vote  for  any  amendment  which  could  be  offered, 
and  which  would  result  in  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri at  this  time.  This  unwillingness  he  expected 
to  continue,  unless  arguments  were  offered  suffi- 
cient to  produce  a  change.  He  would  go  further, 
and  candidly  acknowledge  he  was  unable  to  ima- 
gine a  proposition  for  which  he  could  vote,  that 
would  be  in  accordance  with  the  desires  of  his 
Southern  friends. 

Mr.  C.  said,  it  had  been  remarked  by  many  of 
the  friends  of  Mi.ssouri,  and  by  none  with  greater 
energy  than  by  a  distinguished  member  from  Ken- 
tucky, (Mr.  Clay,)  that  if  the  constitution  of 
Missouri  be  incompatible  with  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution, it  is  so  far  void,  and  the  legitimate  tribu- 
nal for  the  decision  of  the  question  is  the  Judi- 
ciary. This  is  a  position,  he  said,  to  the  correctness 
of  which  he  could  not  in  conscience  subscribe.  It 
was  so  repugnant  to  his  views  that  he  must  reject 
it  as  most  dangerous  in  practice.  By  an  act  of 
the  last  session  we  authorized  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri to  form  a  constitution,  which,  among  other 
conditions,  was  required  to  be  in  conformity  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  A  consti- 
tution has  been  framed  and  submitted  to  us  for 
inspection — inspection  for  what  purpose  ?  Cer- 
tainly that  we  might  decide  upon  its  provisions, 
which,  if  not  repugnant  to  the  rule  pres>cribed,  she 
would  be  entitled  in  good  faith  to  admission — if 
repugnant,  she  must  suffer  rejection,  with  however 
much  pain  accompanied.  To  come  to  a  decision  in 
this  manner,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  conceived  it  to  be  the 
duty  of  Congress ;  a  duty,  from  the  performance 
of  which,  he  could  assure  gentlemen  he  felt  no  dis- 
position to  shrink  by  remitting  it  to  the  Judiciary. 
Is  not  the  question  fairly  before  us,  and  how  can 
we  evade  a  direct  and  unequivocal  answer,  regard- 
less of  consequences?  Should  Missouri  beadmitted, 
and  that  part  of  her  constitution  to  which  objec- 
tion is  made  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  rights  of 
an  individual,  he  believed  the  court  ought  to  and 
would  interfere.  This  he  had  always  understood 
was  peculiarly  the  province  of  the  judicial  depart- 
ment, where  the  constitutionality  of  an  act  was 
called  in  question.  It  was  a  power  which  he 
hoped  would  always  be  prudently  exercised. 

Mr.  C.  said,  he  was  willing,  it  it  were  thought 
necessary,  to  vote  for  another  act  or  resolution  to 
enable  the  people  of  Missouri  to  call  a  convention  to 
form  a  new  constitution,  or  to  alter  the  present  one 
in  such  a  way  as  to  obviate  objections.  Or  if  skt 
chose  to  do  this  without  the  assistance  of  Con- 
gress, he  for  one  would  not  be  disposed  to  take 
advantage  of  the  circumstance. 
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Mr.  C.  said,  as  he  now  had  the  opportunity,  he  1 
would  declare,  he  had  yesterday  listened  to  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Scrgkant) 
with  impatience.  That  gentleman  had  assigned 
sundry  rea.sons  why  the  subject  should  be  postponed 
until  the  commencement  of  the  next  Congress, 
when  it  could  be  settled  more  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  nation.  He  thought  the  question  was  fully 
understood,  as  well  as  the  bearings  it  would  pro- 
bably have  upon  our  national  character  ;  and  he 
for  one  was  prepared  to  decide  the  naked  proposi- 
tion of  admission  or  rejection.  The  gentleman 
has  alluded  to  a  strife  for  power,  and  if  he  under- 
stood him,  he  meant  a  power  which  was  to  be 
acquired  by  a  new  party.  Such  considerations, 
Mr.  C.  said,  should  have  no  influence  on  him  in 
pronouncing  judgment  on  a  Constitutional  ques- 
tion. What,  he  would  ask,  could  the  new  party, 
which  it  is  supposed  is  now  springing  up,  pront 
him,  or  the  State  which  he  assists  to  represent? 
Should  it  increase  and  attain  full  stature,  could 
the  Northwest  expect  favors  which  are  now 
denied  ? 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  S.) 
has,  at  least,  intimated  a  wish  to  see  the  old  ques- 
tion of  restriction  revived.  With  him,  Mr.  C. 
said,  he  could  not  accord  in  opinion  on  this  sub- 
ject. He  should  regret  to  see  a  question  reagi- 
tated  which  had,  in  some  degree,  become  odious. 
His  opinion  might  be  different,  could  he  discover 
that  any  practical  benefit  might  result.  What- 
ever the  success  of  such  an  eflSrt  might  be  in  this 
House,  he  felt  confident  that  gentlemen  could  pre- 
dict, with  certainty,  its  fate  elsewhere.  Every  one 
must  know  that  tne  Senate  would  give  it  a  veto. 
And  why,  he  would  inquire,  should  we  engage 
again  in  so  unprofitable  a  consumption  of  time? 
Duty  did  not  appear  to  require  it;  neither  did  he 
believe  that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  nation,  particu- 
larly when  the  session  was  so  near  its  close.  Mr. 
C.  said  he  would  not  assert  that  he  would  never 
vote  for  the  restriction.  Circumstances,  at  some 
future  period,  might  indicate  the  propriety  of  con- 
sidering such  a  provision ;  but  he  was  sure  that 
period  would  not  arrive  until  a  great  change  had 
taken  place  in  the  other  House. 

[Additional  remarks  of  Mr.  Campbell,  in  reply  tu  Mr. 
Nelion,  of  Virffinia.] 

Mr.  Campbell  rose  and  said,  the  observations 
which  he  had  some  time  ago  submitted,  had 
drawn  upon  him  the  reprehension  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Nelson,)  and,  in  his 
estimation,  made  it  his  duty  again  to  ask  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  Committee.  This  he  did  with  re- 
luctance, but  he  felt  no  disposition  that  an  attack 
•hould  be  made  upon  him  irom  any  quarter  imre- 
pelled. 

Mr.  C.  said  the  gentleman  had,  in  a  very  forci- 
ble manner,  charged  him  with  evincing  such  a 
temper  towards  Missouri  as  did  Great  Britain  to- 
wards her  colonies;  those  colonies  which  con- 
tended for  and  effected  their  emancipation  from 
boadage.  Mr.  C.  said  this  allegation  was  not 
well  founded.  He  was  perfectly  willing  that  Mis- 
•ouri  should  be  represented,  as  much  so  as  the 


gentleman  himself,  whenever  she  exhibited  to  as 
a  constitution  which  he  could,  under  the  sanctions 
of  the  oath  which  he  had  taken  on  becoming  i 
member  of  this  House,  pronounce  to  be  compati- 
ble with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  C.  said,  when  he  alluded  to  the  circum- 
stance of  Missouri  being  unrepresented  here,  he 
was  endeavoring  to  combat  the  doctrine  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay,)  who  coo- 
tended  that,  if  she  were  admitted  on  some  such 
condition  as  he  suggested,  she  was  bound  ajbso- 
lutely,  from  the  moment  of  her  admission,  for  its 
performance,  and  he  meant  no  reproach  upon  her 
or  her  friends. 

The  gentleman  (Mr.  N.)  has  told  us,  said  Ml- 
C,  what  may  properly  be  considered  the  laws  of 
the  land.     He  has  declared  that  all  resolutions 
and  acts  of  Congress,  made  in  conformity  to  the 
Constitution,  could  not  be  otherwise  than  oblJM- 
tory;  for  such  they  were  declared  to  be  by  the 
Constitution  itself.    This,  said  Mr.  C,  is  true ;  kflUt 
he  would   ask   the  gentleman,  whether,  if  this 
amendment  were  changed  into  the  restrictive  prio- 
ciple,  and  adopted,  it  would  be  considered  by  him 
as  coercive  on  Missouri  ?    IMr.  Nelson  explained, 
i  and  denied  the  analogy  of  the  cases.]     Mr.  Camp- 
'  bell  said,  he  understood  what  the  gentleman  had 
!  said,  but  was  utterly  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  the 
!  want  of  analogy.     The  adoption  of  either  would, 
j  if  gentlemen  were  correct,  be  the  same  thing  in 
i  effect.    One  would  be  adding  a  provision  not  now 
I  in  the  instrument,  the  other  expunging  one  al- 
ready in  it.    Mr.  C.  said  he  would  assert  that 
the  amendment  must  be  either  efficient  or  ineffi- 
cient ;  if  efficient,  it  is  intended  so  far  to  change 
the  constitution  of  Missouri  as  to  annihilate  the 
!  objectionable  clause,  or  to  render  any  act  passed 
!  in  obedience  thereto  altogether  inoperative  and 
I  harmless ;  if  inefficient,  in  whatever  g^arb  it  may 
;  be  dressed,  or  with  whatever  plausibility  urgea, 
I  he  could  not  give  it  his  support.    His  own  senti- 
ment was,  that  this  amendment,  or  any  similar 
!  one,  would  be  as  ineffectual  in  the  construction  of 
the  constitution  of  Missouri  as  our  nakedopinion, 
I  or  the  celebrated  one  given  in  the  lottery  case. 

The  gentleman  (Mr.  Nelson)  has  expressed  his 
astonishment  at  the  course  pursued  by  the  represen- 
i  tation  from  Ohio,  inasmuch  as  their  own  consti- 
tution and  laws  embrace  the  very  principle  which 
I  they  are  so  determined  on  denying  to  Missouri. 
Mr.  C.  said,  he  would  admit  that  uxe  constitution 
of  Ohio  denied  to  persons  of  color  the  ri^ht  of  suf- 
frage. With  this  provision  he  was  satisfied,  and 
he  doubted  not  the  ability  of  the  convention  to 
sanction  it,  as  well  as  to  define  the  qualifications 
of  an  Elector.  With  the  correspondent  clauses  of 
the  constitution  of  Missouri,  Mr.  C.  said  he  found 
no  fault,  and  he  thought  on  this  account  he  ought 
not  to  be  exposed  to  censure.  He  said  he  would 
also  admit  that  a  law  had  been  passed,  many  years 
since,  in  Ohio,  the  object  of  which  was  to  restrain 
the  migration  of  free  persons  of  color  to  that 
State.  This  act,  he  understood,  had  been  decided 
to  be  unconstitutional,  and  he  never  heard  that  its 
provisions  had,  in  one  instance,  been  enforced. 
The  constitution  of  Ohio  forbids  any  per&on  coo- 
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▼icted  of  an  offence  being  sent  out  of  the  State  as 
a  punishment.  Hence,  Mr.  C.  said,  the  courts 
have  decided  that  an  immigrant  black,  who  had 
failed  to  comply  with  the  act  adverted  to,  could 
not  be  removea.  If  the  regulations  of  Ohio  on 
this  subject  had  been  such  as  the  gentleman  sup- 
posed, Mr.  C.  said  he  doubted  not  the  settlement 
of  a  colony  of  two  hundred  and  seventy  black 
emigrants  from  Virginia,  in  his  district,  would 
have  been  prevented.  These  could  not  have  been 
considered  citizens  of  any  State,  and  they  formed 
a  population  whose  vicinity  was  dreaded  by  the 
surrounding  country. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nelson)  ; 
has  expressed  his  regret  at  the  disappearance  of  | 
the  old  political  distinctions,  as  others  are  gener-  , 
ated  in  this  unpleasant  contest,  much  more  ruin- . 
ous  to  the  Republic,  as  they  are  to  be  marked  by  ; 
geographical  lines.     Mr.  C.  said,  if  this  were  to  be 
the  case,  it  would  likewise  be  to  him  a  source  of 
grief.     It  would  be,  he  confessed,  a  calamity  long  ' 
to  be  deplored ;   but,  in  forming  an  opinion  on  a  I 
grave  Constitutional  question,  under  the  solemni-  [ 
ties  of  an  oath,  he  considered  a  departure  from  | 
honesty  as   still   more  calamitous.     He  thought 
that  the  violation  of  the  charter  to  which  every 
member  of  this  great  federal  family  owes  obedi- 
dience,  was  one  of  the  most  terrible  disasters  that  | 
could  betide  this  country,  particularly  when  that 
violation  takes  place  in  Congress.     The  gentle- 
man's expectation  of  a  strife  for  power  in  the  j 
East  may  be  realized ;  but  whatever  motives  might  { 
be  ascribed  to  members  from  that  quarter,  he  was 
strongly  inclined  to  be  charitable,  and  to  believe 
them  to  be  such  as  had  been  professed.     True,  Mr. 
C.  said,  if  this  irksome  contest  were  long  contin- 
ued, some  demagogue,  under  the  garb  oi  patriot- 
ism, may  avail  himself  of  the  turmoil,  and  establish 
himself  in  power,  which  it  will  not  be  easy  to  de- 
molish.     However,   considerations   of  this   kind 
were  but  secondary,  and  could  not  authorize  the 
desertion  of  evident  duty. 

The  gentleman  has  expressed,  in  the  strongest 
terms,  his  apprehension  that  the  principles  ad- 
vanced by  the  friends  of  restriction  are  to  produce 
most  fearful  consequences  in  the  South  ;  that  the 
scenes  of  St.  Domingo,  with  all  their  horrors,  are 
there  to  be  exhibited.  Mr.  C.  said  he  hoped  the 
day  which  would  give  birth  to  these  distresses  was 
remote,  if  it  were  ever  to  be,  and  that  nothing 
which  had  been  uttered  within  these  walls  would 
accelerate  its  arrival.  He,  for  one,  had  no  incli- 
nation to  disturb  the  relation  subsisting  between 
master  and  slave,  or  to  render  the  condition  of  the 
latter  more  intolerable,  by  augmenting  his  impa- 
tience of  bondage.  As  a  human  being,  the  black 
man  had  rights,  but  an  attempt,  on  his  part,  to 
assert  them,  would  be  an  addition  to  his  misfor- 
tune. To  the  helots  of  this  country  he  was  wil- 
ling the  recitation  of  the  songs  oi  Alcman  and 
Terpander  should  be  strictly  forbidden. 

Mr.  C.  said,  whatever  fault  the  gentleman  might 
find  with  his  notions  of  freedom  and  slavery,  he 
would  inform  that  gentleman  he  was  principally 
indebted  to  Virginia  for  them.  They  are  such  as 
have  been  advanced  and  defended  by  Jefferson, 


Tucker,  and  the  authors  of  the  memorable  ordi- 
nance of  1787. 

Mr.  Rhea  said,  the  third  .section  of  the  fourth 
article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
provides  that  "new  States  may  be  admitted  by 
the  Congress  into  the  Union."  This  provision 
evidently  intends  that  such  new  State  is  formed, 
and  does  exist,  not  formally  only,  but  in  fact,  com- 
pletely organized,  and  in  full  operation,  as  a  sov- 
ereigiity,  acting  in  pursuance  of  a  constitution 
ordained  by  the  people  of  such  new  State.  Such 
a  State  is  Missouri,  erected  under  the  authority  of 
an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
'  the  people  ot  the  Missouri  Territory  to  form  a 
'  constitution  and  State  government,  and  for  the 
'  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union,  on  an 
'  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  and  to 
'  prohibit  slavery  in  certain  Territories."  It  may 
here  be  noticed,  to  prevent  misconstruction,  that 
the  words  "  and  to  prohibit  slavery  in  certain  Ter- 
ritories," do  not  refer  to  the  State  of  Missouri,  but 
to  the  Territory  particularly  adverted  to  in  the 
eighth  section  oi  that  act,  passed  on  the  6th  March, 
1820.  The  seventh  section  of  that  act  provides, 
"  that  in  case  a  constitution  and  State  government 
'  shall  be  formed  for  the  people  of  the  said  Terri- 
'  tory  of  Mis.souri,  the  said  convention,  or  repre- 
*  sentatives,  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be,  shall 
'  cause  a  true  and  attested  copy  of  such  constitu- 
'  tion,  or  frame  of  government,  as  shall  be  formed 
'  or  provided,  to  be  transmitted  to  Congress."  In 
pursuance  of  that  act  of  Congress,  a  convention  of 
the  people  of  Missouri  did  make  a  constitution  and 
frame  of  State  government;  and  thereupon  that 
frame  of  government  was  put  in  force,  so  far  that 
the  same  has  been  completely  organized,  and  in 
full  operation.  And  "  the  said  convention,  or  rep- 
resentatives," have,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act 
of  Congress,  caused  a  true  and  attested  copy  of  the 
said  constitution,  or  frame  of  State  government, 
to  be  transmitted  to  Congress,  and  it  nas  been  re- 
ceived. 

The  State  of  Missouri  is  denied  admis.<sion  into 
this  Union,  by  reason  of  objections  to  that  consti- 
tution, particularly  because  that  constitution  pro- 
vides, in  the  26th  section  of  the  third  article,  that 
"  it  shall  be  their  duty,  (to  wit,  the  General  As- 
'  sembly,)  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  pass  such  laws  as 
'  may  be  necessary,  first,  to  prevent  free  negroes 
'  and  mulattoes  from  coming  to,  and  settling  in, 
'  this  State,  under  any  pretext  whatsoever."  And, 
for  this,  the  opposition  say,  that  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri ought  not  to  be  admitted  into  this  Union. 
Mr.  R.  said  that  the  opposition  to  admitting  the 
State  of  Missouri  might  see  in  that  constitution  a 
humane  and  noble  prmciple  inserted,  to  wit:  that, 
by  that  constitution,  it  is  ma^e  the  duty  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  that  State  "to  oblige  the 
'  owners  of  slaves  to  treat  them  with  humanity, 
'  and  to  abstain  from  all  injuries  to  them,  extend- 
'  ing  to  life  or  limb." 

An  attempt  is  made  to  bring  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  to  bear  against  the  admission  of 
the  State  of  Missouri  into  this  Union.  On  this 
point,  it  is  right  to  examine  what  are  the  objec- 
tions which  that  Constitution  expressly  declares 
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shall  be  taken  against  the  admission  of  a  new  I 
State  into  this  Union.  The  Constitutional  objec- 1 
tions  are  expressly  declared  in  the  3d  section  of ; 
the  4th  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  | 
States,  and  enumerated  as  follows,  namely  ;  "but  \ 

*  no  new  Slate  shall  be  formed  or  erected  within  1 

*  the  jurisdiction  of  any  other  State ;  nor  any 
'  State  be  formed  by  the  junction  of  two  or  more 
'  States,  or  parts  of  States,  without  the  consent  of 

*  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  concerned,  as  well } 

*  as  of  tne  Congress."  If  there  be  any  other  ob-  | 
jections  expressly  declared  in  the  Constitution  of' 
the  United  States  against  the  admission  of  a  new  I 
State  into  this  Union,  let  them  be  referred  to.         j 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  in  the  ! 
4th  section  of  the  4th  article,  declares,  that  "  the  j 
United  States  shall  guaranty  to  every  State  in  the 
Union  a  republican  form  of  government."  Against  I 
whom  is  this  guarantee  provided  ?  Is  theguaran-  | 
tee  against  the  State  so  guarantied  ?  And,  if  not, 
who  IS  the  guarantee  against  ?  Is  the  guarantee 
against  a  foreign  or  internal  innovation  ?  Is  it 
against  individual  ambition,  attempting  the  over- 
throw of  the  rights  of  man  ?  In  the  illustration 
of  that  which  is  intended  by  the  guarantee  alluded 
to,  it  may  be  observed  that  a  republican  form  or 
frame  of  government  is  that  in  which  the  people 
are  sovereign,  and  have  the  right  of  self-govern- 
ment, and  act  accordingly,  in  legislation,  to  pre- 
serve their  sovereignty  and  safety.  On  this  prin- 
ciple all  the  Statl^in  this  Union  have  acted,  and 
continue  to  act,  as  sovereignties.  The  constitution 
of  Missouri  provides  for  that  self-government,  sov- 
ereignty, and  safety,  of  the  people  who  made  and 
ordained  it.  TheConstiiution  of  the  United  States 
guaranties  to  the  State  of  Missouri  that  republican 
right  of  self-government  and  sovereignty;  and 
hence  it  is  that  the  State  of  Missouri  is  an  equal 
in  this  Union,  and  not  a  subordinate — subordina- 
tion is  inferiority.  Do  the  gentlemen  in  opposi- 
tion desire  to  put  the  State  of  Missouri  under  the 
control  or  dictation  of  the  other  States  of  this 
Union  ?  If  they  do,  the  State  of  Missouri  will 
demand  the  Constitutional  guarantee. 

The  constitution  of  the  State  of  Missouri  is  un- 
der examination  in  this  House,  composed  of  the 
representatives  of  the  sovereign  people  of  these 
United  States  ;  and,  said  Mr.  R.,  we  are  examin- 
ing whether  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri is  republican  :  that  is,  this  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives are  examining  whether  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri are  qualified  to  decide  on  their  own  busineNS, 
and  to  know  what  will  operate  for  their  good ; 
and,  being  of  opinion  that  the  State  of  Missouri 
is  not  a  proper  judge  of  its  own  sovereign  attri- 
butes, this  House  will  provide  better  for  them.  If 
this  principle,  said  Mr.  R.,  shall  be  insisted  on, 
then  let  Congress  at  once  command  all  the  States 
of  this  Union  severally  to  submit  their  respective 
constitutions,  or  frames  of  government,  to  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  for  examination.  I  do 
not  believe,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  the  States  will  sub- 
mit to  such  command — for  one  good  reason,  viz  : 
that  Congress  has  not  any  such  power.  In  the 
sixth  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  it  is  declared  that  "  this  Constitution,  and 


'  the  laws  of  the  United  States  which  shall  be  made 
'  in  pursuance  thereof;  and  all  treaties  made,  or 
'  which  shall  be  made,  under  the  authority  of  the 
'  United  States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the 
'  land,  and  the  judges  in  every  State  shall  be  bound 
'  thereby,  any  thing  in  the  constitution  or  laws  of 
'  any  State  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding." 
Here,  then,  said  Mr.  R.,  is  the  great  Constitutional 
principle  eminently  presiding  over  and  controlling 
the  constitutions  and  laws  of  the  States  respec- 
tively ;  and  the  judges  shall  be  bound  thereby. 
Hence  is  inferred,  tnat,  if  any  collision,  real  or 
imaginary,  shall  be  pretended  to  be  or  exist  be- 
tween the  Constitution  or  laws  of  the  United 
States  and  the  constitution  or  laws  of  any  State 
of  this  Union,  that  the  judges  shall  be  bound  by 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States. 
And  hence  also  is  inferred,  that,  if  there  be  in  the 
constitution  of  the  State  of  Missouri  any  thing 
contravening  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
it  is  ntidum  va^im — void  and  of  no  effect,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes.  But  the  rendition  of  such 
judgment  will  be  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  and  not  by  Congress,  who  ha,ve 
power  to  enact  laws,  but  will  not  be  a  tribunal  to 
decide  thereon,  or  on  the  constitutionality  of  the 
constitution  or  law  of  any  State  of  this  iJnion. 

The  second  clause  of  the  third  section  of  the 
third  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  provides,  that  "  the  Congress  shall  have 
'  power  to  dispose  of  and  make  all  needful  rules 
'  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  or  other 
'  property  belonging  to  the  United  States ;  and 
'  nothing  in  this  Constitution  shall  be  so  construed 
'  as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United  States, 
'  or  of  any  particular  State." 

It  is  manifest  that  the  power  given  by  this  clause 
of  that  section  of  the  Constitution  acts  only  on  the 
territory  or  other  property  of  the  United  States,  in 
any  State  or  Territory,  and  never  can,  by  any 
construction,  be  made  to  act  or  operate  on  any 
thing  but  the  territory  or  other  property  of  the 
United  States.  The  people  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri are  not  the  property  of  the  United  States ; 
on  them,  therefore,  that  clause  of  that  section 
cannot  operate  in  that  point  of  view,  nor  in 
any  other,  so  far  as  relates  to  property  referred 
to  in  that  clause  of  that  section.  The  State  of 
Missouri,  however,  is  very  much  interested  in 
the  last  sentence  of  that  clause  of  that  section, 
which  declares,  "and  nothing  in  this  Constitution 
shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of 
the  United  States,  or  of  any  particular  State." 
This  clause  contains  a  Constitutional  guarantee 
against  a  violation  of  any  claims  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  any  particular  State,  or  of  any  State 
right.  The  State  of  Mi.ssouri  has,  in  pursuance  of 
the  act  of  Congress  alluded  to,  certain  rights :  the 
fifth  section  of  that  act  provides,  "  that  until  the 
'  next  general  census  shall  be  taken,  the  said  State 
'  (Missouri)  shall  be  entitled  to  one  Representative 
'  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
'  States."  The  people  of  Missouri,  in  virtue  of 
said  act,  have  formed  a  constitution,  or  frame  of 
State  government ;  they  have  agreed  to  the  first 
second,  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  provisions  or  condi- 
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tions  of  the  sixth  section  of  that  act;  and  having 
so  done,  the  State  of  Missouri  has  claims  against 
the  United  Slates.  One  of  these  claims  is  express- 
ly mentioned  in  the  fifth  section  of  that  act,  which 
provides  that,  until  the  next  general  census  shall  be 
token,  the  said  Slate  shall  be  entitled  to  one  Re- 
presentative in  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States.  The  Representative  from  the 
8ute  of  Missouri  has  attended  since  the  beginning 
of  the  session  of  Congress,  and  is  not  yet  admitted 
to  his  seat  in  this  House.  Are  not  the  claims  of 
the  State  of  Missouri  prejudiced  thereby  ?  But 
the  Slate  of  Missouri  has  a  claim  of  a  higher  na- 
ture; that  is,  a  claim  to  be  admitted  into  this  Union 
as  a  sovereign  State,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States. 

Mr.  Cdshman,  of  Maine,  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  Not  being  habituated  to  parlia-  ■ 

mentary  debate,  and  possessing  a  set  of  nerves  j 

easily  disconcerted,  I  but  seldom  lift  my  voice  for  1 

or  against  any  thing.     But,  on  this  occasion,  I  I 

have  strong  inducements  to  depart  from  my  usual  i 

silence.     Besides  the  right  which  I  have,  in  com-  ; 

mon  with  others,  of  expressing  my  opinions,  I  i 

now  have   reasons  peculiar  to  myself.     A  man 

suspected  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors— the  ; 

high  crime  of  a  patriotic  ambition — the  misde-  I 

meaner  of  endeavoring  to  preserve  the  Union  en-  ! 

tire,  by  preserving  the  balance  of  its  parts,  may  ; 

surely  claim  the  right   to   be  heard  in  his  own 

defence.  .        ( 

I  shall  not,  with  intention,  wound  the  sensibil- 
ity of  any  one.     But  avoiding  all  "  bitter  words,  j 
which  stir  up  strife,"  I  shall  aim  at  that  blandness  ; 
of  expression  which  may  be  adapted  to  the  subject.  ; 
An  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (M.T.  \ 
Hardin,)  with  his  characteristic  wit  and  pleas-  ; 
antry,  has  insinuated  that  he  has  at  length  found  > 
out   the  secret  of  our    boasted    humanity,  and 
learned,  from  a  letter,  which  he  was  pleased  to 
call  celebrated,  that  it  resolves  itsdf  into  a  love  of 

r)wer,  or  a  policy  to  restore  the  sceptre  to  Judah. 
have  read,  sir,  with  some  attention,  most  of  the 
letters  which  have  been  circulated  in  the  public 
prinL<«.     But  in  no  one  of  them  can  I  perceive  a 
sentiment  like  that  alluded  to  above.    In  one*  of 
these  letters,  the  writer  seems  to  be  of  the  opinion 
that  this  Union  is  virtually  dissolved ;  in  another! 
there  is  an  intimation  that  the  next  President  is 
to  make  his  entrance  into  this  city,  to  be  inaugu- 
rated in  a  stvle  somewhat  novel.     The  novelty  of 
the  scene,  I  presume,  will  attract  much   notice  ; 
and,  being  thus  in  season  announced,  will  bring 
together  a  vast  concourse  of  people  from  all  parts 
of  our  country.     In  a  third,t  there  is  an  allusion 
to  an  event  which  might  arise  from  the  question 
now  agitated.     But  the  change  of  power  insinu- 
ated was  not  mentioned  as  a  cause,  or  motive,  or 
objpct  of  the  present  contest,  but  a  probable  result. 
The  honorable  gentleman   is  assured  that  the 
writer  had  no  such  design  as  has  been  imputed  to 
kirn.    His  solicitudes  were  not,  lest  the  sceptre 

•  Mr.  Jones's,  of  Tennesses. 
t  Mr.  Barton's,  of  Missouri. 
%  Mr.  Custuusn's,  of  Maine. 


should  depart  from  Judah,  but  lest  Judah  should 
be  crushed  under  a  weight  of  power,  to  be  derived 
from,  what  some  have  supposed  to  be  the  seed  of 
Cain,  and  others  the  descendants  of  Ham.  He 
believes  it  to  be  in  the  order  of  nature,  that  the 
sceptre  should  depart  from  the  North.  From  time 
immemorial,  the  march  of  empire  has  been  west- 
ward. Even  some  of  the  celestial  bodies,  appa- 
rently, move  in  that  direction.  The  sun,  the  most 
luminous  of  them,  brightens  in  the  east,  moves 
over  the  globe  diffusing  blessings,  and  at  length 
appears  in  the  west  in  full  glory.  Thus  it  ma^  be 
with  the  American  Empire.  It  arose  in  the  Last, 
with  a  mild  radiance — it  has  shone  from  the 
South  in  majestic  lustre — and  it  will  probably  be 
seen  in  the  West,  in  all  the  splendor  and  benefi- 
•cence  of  its  beams.  Such  glory  awaits  the  West; 
which  nothing  is  so  likely  to  prevent  as  the  dark 
cloud  which  hovers  round  its  horizon.  Should 
this  be  driven  back  by  a  strong  gale  of  patriotism, 
all  there  would  be  peace,  serenity,  and  joy. 

It  is  true,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  am  opposed  to 
slavery  in  every  form.     And  I  contend  against  its 
extension  on  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  purest  prin- 
ciples of  humanity.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  fraught 
with  the  most  deleterious  evils.     It  cannot  but 
have  an  effect,  in  some  instances,  injurious  to  the 
finer  feelings  of  the  heart.    I  know,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  there  are  high-minded  gentlemen,  who  not 
only  seem  to  deny  to  the  African  the  capability  of 
1  becoming  a  citizen  in  this  country,  but  also  are 
■  inclined  to  refuse  him  a  place  on  the  roll  of  human 
I  beings.     I  shall  attempt  no  learned  analysis   to 
1  prove  that  a  negro  is  a  man.     I  shall  not  contend 
'  that  he  is  possessed  of  an  organized  human  body, 
j  to  which  there  is  superadded  a  rational  soul.  The 
definition  of  man,  by  an  ancient  philosopher,  is 
i  sufficient  for  ray  purpose — Animal  bipe*  implumt. 
If  this  definition  be  correct,  it  will  follow  that  a 
negro  is  a  man.     He  is  certainly  an  animal  with 
two  legs  ;  and  though  he  may  have  something  re- 
sembling wool,  he  is  also  without  feathers — which 
corresponds   to   the  definition  given.     And,  if  a 
1  man,  he  is  "  endowed   with   certain  inalienable 
I  rights ;"  for,  in  the  first  article  of  the  political 
creed  of  our  country,  it  is  declared  to  be  a  "self- 
evident  truth  that  all  men   are  created  equal." 
But,  however  this  may  be,  it  will  be  agreed  that 
an  African  is  endowed  with  a  degree  ol  sensibil- 
ity— that  he  is  susceptible  of  pleasure  and  pain — 
that  many  of  the  race  are  capable  of  strong  sen- 
sations o!  gratitude  and  love-     If  so,  thei>e  feel- 
ings, by  their  condition  even  in  this  country,  mu»t 
be  injured  to  a  degree  at  which  humanity  cannot 
but  recoil.     Who,  unmoved,  could  behold  the  an- 
guish of  conjugal  attachment,  the   yearnings  of 
parental  affection,  the  pathetic  cries  and  tears  of 
filial  tenderness,  which  cannot  but  be  fell  and  ex- 
pressed, when  husband  and  wife,  parent  and  child, 
brother  and  sister,  are  forcibly  separated  from  each 
other,  and  transferred,  like  beasU  of  burden,  or  as 
insensible  property,  from  owner  to  owner .     Sir, 
could  1  even  reflect   with   indifference  on  such 
scenes  of  agony  and  human   woe,   I   should  be 
ashamed  to  claim  kindred  with  the  human  race; 
and  even  blush  to  call  God  my  Heavenly  Father. 


1017 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1018 


February,  1821. 


Admi$9ion  of  Missouri. 


H.  orR. 


Slavery,  sir,  in  our  country,  admits  of  no  apology 
but  stern  imperious  necessity.  There  is  no  color 
of  excuse  by  extending  to  increase  the  evil. 

But,  though  I  contend  against  the  spread  of 
slavery,  on  humane  principles,  yet  I  never  insinu- 
ted  that  these  were  my  only  motives.  I  have  also 
strong  reasons  of  policy.  It  is  not,  in  my  opin- 
ion, wise  or  safe  to  spread  over  a  new  country  a 
population  which,  instead  of  adding,  must  impair 
its  physical  strength.  A  slave  is  neither  a  soldier, 
nor  a  seaman,  nor  an  artisan,  except  of  the  lowest 
kind.  Many  of  them  are  but  menial  servants, 
who  do  not  reproduce  the  food  which  they  con- 
sume. The  earth,  in  general,  is  not  so  well  culti- 
vated by  slaves,  nor  made  to  exhibit  those  scenes 
of  fertiliiy  and  beauty  which  are  to  be  seen  where 
the  owners  are  the  cultivators  of  the  soil.  Nor 
can  a  section  of  country,  where  the  population 
consists  but  in  part  of  slaves,  furnish  such  num- 
bers, for  common  defence,  as  can  be  spared  in  a 
free  State,  where  every  able-bodied  man  is  a  sol- 
dier. It  is  known  that  in  all  our  wars,  some  of 
the  slaves  are  too  much  inclined  to  go  over  to  the 
enemy.  This,  to  be  sure,  is  wrong — but  it  is  in  a 
degree  natural.  For,  according  to  Mr.  Jefferson, 
if  a  slave  has  any  country,  it  is  not  that  in  which 
he  is  holden  in  bondage.  Allured  by  the  hope 
held  out  by  an  insidious  foe,  they  are  ready  to  en- 
gage in  some  work  of  mischief  or  blood.  Hence, 
in  times  of  danger  or  invasions,  a  country  so  cir- 
cumstanced, instead  of  furnishing  its  fair  propor- 
tion of  soldiers  to  oppose  a  public  enemy,  might 
retain  somewhat  of  its  physical  strength  at  home 
for  purposes  of  safety — to  suppress  domestic  insur- 
rection— to  protect  their  wives  and  children,  their 
altars  and  their  firesides.  It  would  be  peculiarly 
impolitic  to  place  our  frontiers — those  inlets  of  an 
invading  foe — in  such  jeopardy. 

The  territories  of  the  United  States,  the  com- 
mon property  of  the  nation,  are  to  become  con- 
stituent parts  of  our  Republic.  Every  portion  of 
the  Union,  therefore,  must  feel  a  deep  interest, 
that  the  population  of  the  States,  which  are  to  be 
formed  out  of  these  territories,  especially  if  the 
West  is  destined  to  be  the  seat  of  the  empire, 
should  consist,  not  of  slaves,  who  might  endanger 
the  public  safety,  but  of  citizens — enlightened, 
virtuous,  enterprising  citizens — able  to  contribute 
to  the  ornament  and  defence  of  our  common 
country. 

Honorable  gentlemen  need  not  peruse  private 
letters  to  learn  secrets.  At  proper  times,  and  on 
suitable  occasions,  I  shall  be  willing  to  avow  my 
sentiments.  Strong  in  my  cause,  and  strengthened 
by  the  powerful  auxiliaries  of  right,  of  reason,  of 
justice,  of  humanity,  and  feeling,  what  is  there  to 
be  feared?  It  is  manly,  it  is  noble,  to  take  the 
open  field,  and  to  acquaint  the  adversary  with  the 
whole  grounds  of  the  controversy.  It  appears  to 
be  as  ungenerous  as  it  is  useless,  to  display  doubt- 
ful colors,  or  to  maintain  the  conflict  under  masked 
batteries.  For  myself  1  have  no  hesitancy  in  say- 
ing, that  it  is  in  part,  according  to  my  view,  on  one 
side  as  well  as  the  other,  a  contest  for  power.  The 
States  where  slavery  is  proscribed  cannot,  consist- 
ently with  their  own  interest,  yield  the  point  in 


dispute.  By  yielding,  they  part  with  the  inherit- 
ance receivea  from  their  fathers — a  portion  of 
their  relative  importance  in  this  Union.  As  to  the 
binding  force  of  the  celebrated  compromise,  I  shall 
hold  my  opinion  in  reserve.  But,  considered  as  a 
bargain,  ii  appears  to  me,  on  the  part  of  the  North 
and  East,  to  be  far  from  a  wise  one.  It  scarcely 
has  a  parallel  in  all  history,  except  in  the  improvi- 
dence of  an  oriental  huntsman,  who,  in  very  re- 
mote times,  as  we  are  informed,  '^  parted  with  his 
birthright  for  a  mess  of  pottage,  or  a  morsel  of 
meat."  By  the  accession  of  new  States  on  the 
South  or  West,  with  the  privilege  of  holding 
slaves  by  the  power  thus  derived,  the  scale  of  em- 
pire is  there  more  than  on  the  poise.  Every  State 
added,  with  the  like  privilege,  increases  the  weight 
in  the  preponderating  scale. 

It  is,  sir,  in  ihe  nature  of  man,  especially  of  irre- 
sponsible bodies  of  men,  and  all  triumphant  ma- 
jorities are  irresponsible  when  fortified  by  power, 
to  be  forgetful  of  right.    Those  but  seldom  obtain 
justice,  who  are  not  in  a  situation  to  cause  its 
claims  to   be  respected.     The  soundest  maxims 
of  policy  require  that  no  section  of  our  country 
should  gain  such  an  enormous  ascendency  as  to 
give  the  law  to  the  rest.     It  would,  in  time,  crush 
the  other  under  its  feet.      To  guard  against  such 
an  abuse,  there  should  be  preserved  a  balance  of 
power — yes,  sir.  a  balance  of  power.     At  the  repe- 
tition of  the  phrase  gentlemen  seem  to  take  the 
alarm.     As  if  struck  with  a  panic,  they  almost 
lose  the  balance  of  their  minds,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  harmony  of  their  good  feelings.     The  balance 
of  power  !  exclaim  gentlemen,  in  astonishment — 
as  if  they  saw  in  it  an  ill  omen,  portentous  of  dire- 
ful   events — some   dreadful   calamity    impending 
over  our  Rl  public.     What  do  you  mean,  say  they, 
by  the  balance  of  power?     I  mean,  sir,  in  the  na- 
tion, something  like  that  equilibrium  preserved  in 
the  natural  world  by  the  operation  of  the  centri- 
petal and  the  centrifugal  forces  of  nature — the  ac- 
tion of  the  one,  and  the  reaction  of  the  other.     As 
on  this  equilibrium  depends  the  order  and  harmo- 
ny of  the  natural  system,  so  on  a  balance  of  power 
resembling  this  depends  the  safety  of  our  confede- 
rated Republic.     But  if  gentlemen  are  displeased 
with  this  illustration,  I  will  attempt  another — I 
mean,  sir,  something  in  our  Federal  system,  resem- 
bling the  barriers  which  prevent  the  ocean  from 
overflowing    the  land — fixed   by   the  Almighty, 
when  he  said  to  its  turbulent  waters,  "  Hitherto 
thou  hast  come,  but  thou  shall  proceed  no  further 
— and  here  shall  thy  proud  waves  be  staid."   This 
balance  of  power  has  been  highly  useful  in  other 
countries.     When  it  has  been  entirely  broken  down 
the  consequence  has  been  fatal  to  nations,  as  it  has 
lately  been  seen  in  the  convulsions  of  Europe. 
But  lortunate,  sir,  for  the  world,  by  the  magnani- 
mous policy  of  the  Emperor  Alexander,  this  bal- 
ance was  restored,  and  nations,  as  the  result,  are 
beating  their  swords  into  ploughshares,  and  spears 
into  pruning-hooks,  and  seem  to  be  inclined  to 
learn  war  no  more !     I  believe,  sir,  that  a  balance 
of  power  would  not  be  without  some  salutary  ef- 
fect in  ihis  nation.     It  might  restrain  the  intempe- 
rance of  inordinate  ambition  in  individuals,  and 
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check  the  proud  assumptions  of  aspiring  States. 
But,  sir,  to  return  from  this  seeming  digression 
into  which  I  hare  been  led  by  the  observations 
which  have  been  made  in  the  course  of  the  debate, 
I  have  further  to  say,  that  the  Northern  and  East- 
ern portions  of  this  IJnion,  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
serving it  entire,  at  the  adoption  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  submitted  to  an  evil  for  which  they 
could  provide  no  speedy  remedy.     Our  country 
was  then  bounded  by  the  Mississippi,  and  little 
was  to  be  apprehended,  as  the  condition  of  the 
States  was  at  that  period,  from  an   overgrown 
power,  derived  from  a  slave  population.   But  could 
It  have  been  foreseen  that  a  territory  west  of  that 
river,  larger  than  the  old  thirteen  Unittd  States, 
would  have  been  added  to  our  country,  out  of 
which  new  States,  almost  to  infinity,  were  to  be 
formed,  with  the  privilege  of  holding  slaves,  I  am 
persuaded  that  neither  Nlassachusetts,  nor  any  part 
of  New  England,  and  perhaps  none  of  the  now 
free  States  then  extant,  would  have  consented,  on 
such  terms,  to  have  come  into  this  Union. 

There  was,  sir,  in  the  North,  at  the  adoption  of 
the  Federal  Constitution,  much  sensibility  on  the 
score  of  slavery.  This  was  only  quieted  by  the 
belief  then  entertained,  that,  "though  slavery  was 
not  smitten  by  an  apoplexy,  yet  it  had  received 
a  mortal  wound,  and  would  die  of  a  consump- 
tion." 

It  is,  sir,  deeply  to  be  regretted,  that  slavery  has 
taken  such  deep  root  in  our  country  that  it  cannot 
be  soon  extirpated.  The  correction  of  the  evil,  if 
it  can  be  corrected,  must  be  left  to  time  and  the 
wonder-working  power  of  Heaven.  Nothing  can 
be  farther  from  the  free  States  than  the  design  to 
meddle  with  the  subject  of  slavery  where  it  exists 
by  Constitutional  compact.  But,  to  consent  to  its 
extension,  is  revolting  to  all  the  principles  of  lib- 
erty in  which  they  have  been  educated.  By  open- 
ing a  new  market  for  this  species  of  property  the 
demand  and  the  price  will  be  increased,  and  addi- 
tional encouragement  given  to  continue  this  exe- 
crable "  traffic  in  human  blood." 

Gentlemen  expatiate  on  the  hardships  and  hu- 
miliations endured  by  Missouri.  I  sympathize,  sir, 
with  the  people  of  Missouri,  and  the  more  readily, 
because,  having  experienced  similar  misfortunes, 
I  know  how  to  teel  for  the  disappointed.  But  what 
are  the  griefs  and  mortifications  of  Missouri,  com- 
l^red  to  those,  of  a  like  nature,  endured  by  Maine 
tor  a  series  of  years?  Long  and  laborious  were 
her  struggles  for  independence,  and  for  the  right 
of  self-government;  and,  though  she  lost  no  blood, 
she  exhausted  much  treasure.  Her  progress  was  ' 
that  of  a  ship,  making  its  way  against  winds  and 
tides,  and  a  strong  current ;  and  when,  by  the  ardor 
and  perseverance  of  the  crew  she  had  surmounted 
these  obstacle^,  and  with  full  sail  and  joyful  accla- 
mation was  entering  the  port,  she  was  driven  from 
the  Federal  wharf,  and  refused  anchorage  in  the 
harbor  of  the  Union^ 

This  treatment  xrSs  not  for  any  alleged  fault 

for  no  repugnance,  real  or  pretended,  of  her  con- 
stitution to  that  of  the  United  States.  It  was  as 
painful  as  unexpected,  and  the  more  distressing  to 
a  generous  sensibility,  as  it  was  not  done  by  an 
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enemy.  It  was  the  act  of  our  friends — the  friends 
with  whom  we  had,  in  a  common  cause,  lately 
fought  and  bled  ;  with  whom  we  had  mingled  our 
sorrows  and  our  joys ;  the  patriots  and  statesmen 
with  whom  we  had  taken  wholesome  counsel,  and 
in  whose  company  we  had  moved  to  the  temple  of 
liberty,  and  on  its  altar  inscribed  our  civic  vows. 
Notwithstanding  the  wounds  which  Maine  receiv- 
ed by  the  predicament  in  which  her  delegation 
was  placed — wounds  which,  upon  recollection, 
almost  bleed  afresh — the  ardor  of  her  loyalty 
is  not  abated  ;  her  affection  for  the  National  Gov- 
ernment is  not  alienated.  Her  attachment  to  the 
Union  is  vigorous  and  strong.  Her  wealth  and 
resources,  such  as  they  be,  are  ready  to  replenish 
your  Treasury  ;  her  physical  strength  is  at  your 
disposal ;  her  blood  will  generously  flow  m  a 
righteous  cause ;  and  her  brave  and  spirited  mi- 
litia, at  the  call  of  the  Government,  will  promptly 
rally  round  the  standard  of  the  nation,  either  to 
"repel  invasion,  to  suppress  insurrection,  or  to  ex- 
ecute the  laws  of  the  Union."  I  am  persuaded, 
sir,  that  Missouri,  less  aggrieved,  and  with  less 
cause  of  complaint,  will  not  yield  to  the  sugges- 
tions of  passion,  but  profit  by  an  example 
which,  in  circumstances  somewhat  similar,  I  am 
proud  to  propose  to  her  imitation.  Resentment 
lor  unintentional  wrongs,  though  real,  and  incon- 
siderate modes  of  redress,  do  not  savor  of  manly 
wisdom  or  patriotic  virtue.  To  attribute  such  a 
temper  and  conduct  to  the  people  of  Missouri, 
would  be  doing  them  the  greatest  injustice.  Un- 
der the  delay  of  their  hopes  and  prospects,  they 
will  feel  like  patriots,  and  act  like  men,  intelligent, 
dispassionate  men.  As  I  have  this  opinion  of  the 
good  sense  and  patriotism  of  Missouri,  if  left  to 
herself,  I  cannot  be  alarmed  at  consequences  so 
often  menaced.  I  believe  that  the  evils  predict- 
ed will  have  no  existence  but  in  fervid  imagina- 
tions. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  think,  with  the  honora- 
blegentlemanlrom  Pennsylvania,  (Mr  Sergeant,) 
whose  opinions,  from  his  high  standing  in  this 
House,  and  in  the  nation,  are  entitled  to  respect, 
that  if  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  this  Union 
should  be  a  short  time  delayed,  no  essential  injury 
or  inconvenience  would  accrue,  either  to  her  or  to 
the  United  States.  She  has  already  an  organized 
government  in  operation,  competent  to  all  local 
purposes.  The  benefits  of  this  she  can  quietly  en- 
joy, as  did  Vermont  her  government,  till  all  ob- 
stacles were  removed  to  her  becoming  a  member 
of  this  confederacy  of  States.  Time  and  reflec- 
tion, which  produce  great  revolutions  in  human 
aflairs,  not  unfrequently  produce  some  changes  in 
the  minds  of  men.  The  people  of  Missouri  will 
not  deem  themselves  spurned  at,  or  frowned  upon, 
by  the  conduct  of  this  House.  No  audacity  is 
imputed  to  her ;  no  censure  is  implied  in  with- 
holding from  her  the  object  so  ardently  sought. 
On  her  part,  it  is  candidly  considered  mere  inad- 
vertency ;  on  ours,  it  is  the  result  of  principle,  of 
the  soundest  maxims  of  policy,  and  of  an  adher- 
ence to  the  paramount  laws  of  the  land.  For  my- 
self, sir,  I  wish  to  Missouri  every  species  of  pros- 
perity and  glory  ;  and  when  she  shall  present  her- 


self with  a  constitution  republican  in  spirit,  as 
well  as  in  name,  I  shall  most  joyfully  hail  her  en- 
trance into  this  Union. 

From  the  sensations  which  I  cherish,  I  cannot 
possibly  believe  that  the  delay  which  I  have  sug- 
gested, in  order  to  give  time  for  voluntary  amend- 
ments in  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  would  lay 
a  foundation  for  hatreds  and  ill-will,  or  cause 
those  heart-burnings  or  alienations  of  afl*ection 
among  the  members  of  this  community,  which 
some  have  so  precipitately  announced.  After  the 
feelings  of  the  moment,  engendered  by  the  ardor 
of  debate,  shall  have  subsided,  and  sober  reflec- 
tion ensued,  we  shall  respect  each  other  the  more 
for  the  adherence  to  principle,  the  firmness  of 
character,  the  rectitude  of  intention,  and  ardor  for 
the  common  weal,  which,  in  the  discharge  of  duty, 
may  have  been  indicated  or  displayed.  Upon  the 
same  principle  that  a  brave  man  will  respect 
courage  in  an  enemy,  sound  patriots  and  able 
statesmen,  with  clear  heads  and  good  hearts,  will 
habitually  cherish  a  mutual  regard,  and  recipro- 
cate acts  of  civility.  Local  interests  and  discrep- 
ancies of  views  may  occasion,  at  times,  a  coolness 
and  reserve.  But  a  congeniality  of  soul,  a  sym- 
pathy of  affections,  and  a  largeness  of  mind,  will 
fix,  among  such  characters,  as  has  been  seen  among 
the  sages  and  heroes  of  the  Revolution,  a  lasting 
bond  of  friendship.  At  least,  I  may  venture  to 
affirm,  that  no  such  character,  because  not  person- 
ally or  sectionally  gratified,  will  attempt  to  em- 
broil this  Union,  nor  sacrifice  to  his  own  resent- 
ments the  peace,  prosperity,  and  glory,  of  our 
beloved  country. 

Indulge  me,  sir,  with  a  few  observations  con- 
cerning myself,  which  are  forced  upon  me  by  al- 
lusions anil  insinuations  which  it  is  impossible  for 
me  not  to  understand.  So  unconscious  am  I  of  an 
intention  to  sow  the  seeds  of  discord,  to  foment 
division.s,  or  to  "enfeeble  the  ties  by  which  the 
several  parts  of  our  country  are  linked  together," 
that  I  do  not  believe  any  thmg  I  have  said  or  writ- 
ten could  be  construed  to  have  this  tendency,  un- 
less seen  by  distempered  optics,  and  through  a  me- 
dium which  distorts  the  natural  import.  The 
whole  history,  sir,  of  my  life,  private,  professional, 
and  political,  could  it  be  known,  would  evince  an 
ardent  attachment  to  the  Union,  and  a  devoted- 
ness  to  the  National  Government.  During  times 
of  alarm  and  danger,  I  supported  the  policy  of  the 
South.  I  support^  this  policy,  because  I  believed 
it  connected  with  the  honor  and  interest  of  the 
nation.  There  is,  sir,  in  the  Library  of  Congress, 
the  most  ample  proof  of  the  exalted  opinions 
which  I  entertained  of  Mr.  Jefierson,  and  of  my 
approbation  of  his  administration — even  at  a  pe- 
riod when  some  who  now,  vivified  by  Southern  rays, 
are  endeavoring  to  render  me  suspected,  by  means 
as  ijuUcorous  as  they  are  uniustifiable,  held  no  u/idU- 
tinguished  rank  among  the  most  virulent  of  his 
calumniators.  For  the  North,  I  claim  no  superi- 
ority. To  the  South,  I  cheerfully  attribute  a  fair 
portion  of  the  talent,  the  wisdom,  the  patriotism, 
the  virtue,  the  refinement,  and,  if  you  please,  the 
good,  the  noble,  and  the  elevated  feelings  of  the 
nation.     Am  I  an  enemy  to  the  South,  because  I 
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cannot  yield  up  every  thing  1  May  I  not  be  per- 
mitted  to  retain  some  spice  of  mental  independ- 
ence ?  As  a  Northern  man,  may  I  not  be  allowed 
to  indulge,  without  ofi*ence,  my  sensibilities  and 
predilections,  and  to  be  alive  to  the  interest  of  that 
section  of  the  country  with  which  I  am  more  im- 
mediately connected,  where  are  my  affinities,  my 
hopes,andenioyments?  Are  these  the  crimes  which 
have  called  forth  such  severe  animadversions,  for 
which  I  am  virtually  arraigned  before  the  bar  of 
public  opinion  ?  I  glory  in  such  crimes.  If  my 
neighbor,  whom  I  highly  esteem,  informs  me  that 
I  am  to  receive  his  will  for  my  law,  as  the  condi- 
tion of  his  kind  offices,  I  shall  promptly  give  him 
to  understand,  that,  as  highly  as  I  prize  the  amen- 
ities of  life,  on  such  terms  I  cannot  accept  his 
friendship.  Would  a  wise  man  suffer  his  eyes  to 
be  plucked  out,  or  a  strong  man  his  arms  to  be  cat 
off,  for  the  sake  of  living  in  peace  with  his  assum- 
ing neighbor,  who  bad  neither  the  discretion  nor 
politeness  to  conceal  the  feelings  nourished  in  his 
heart  ?  I  repeat,  sir,  that  the  policy  of  checks  and 
balances  which  I  advocate  is  not  alarming  to  this 
Union.  This  Union  cannot  be  in  danger  by  the 
strictest  adherence  to  the  principles  on  which  it 
was  founded,  the  inalienable  rights  with  which  all 
mankind  are  endowed  by  their  Creator,  "  among 
which  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happi- 
ness." This  basis  of  our  republican  system  is  a 
balance  of  power,  and  must  oe  supported  by  a  re- 
ciprocity of  interests.  As  long  as  it  shall  remain 
on  this  stable  foundation,  and  be  thus  supported, 
the  winds  may  blow,  the  rains  may  descend,  and 
the  floods  may  come,  but  it  will  fall  not,  for  it  is 
founded  and  supported  on  a  rock. 

I  cannot  close,  sir,  without  expressing  my  hope, 
that,  as  the  Union  is  safe,  the  harmony  of  its  parts 
will  continue  ;  that  Missouri  will  weigh  well  the 
consequences  of  her  own  actions ;  that  she  will 
listen  to  the  advice  of  her  more  dispassionate  and 
less  interested  friends ;  that  she  will  take  counsel 
from  wisdom,  and  not  from  passion ;  that,  in  fine, 
she  will  study  and  pursue  her  own  interest  and 
honor,  as  connected  with  the  peace,  prosperity, 
and  glory  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Tyler  said  that  he  had,  during  the  present 
session,  maintained  a  profound  silence  on  the  in- 
teresting topic  which  had  so  long  engaged  the 
attention  of  the  House  and  nation;  that  nothing 
but  the  expose  which  had  been  made  to  the  House 
by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Ser- 
geant,^ could  have  induced  him  now  to  present 
hirascli  to  the  notice  of  the  House  upon  a  subject 
so  hackneyed.  The  remarks  made  by  that  gentle- 
man were  of  a  character  so  novel  and  alarming 
that  it  would  not  become  him  to  pass  them  by  un- 
noticed. The  gentleman  (Mr.  Sergeant)  had 
talked  about  the  balance  of  power.  What  is  it 
that  the  gentleman  means  by  this  language?  Had 
he  well  weighed  it  before  ne  gave  it  utterance? 
To  his  mind  the  gentleman  had  conjured  up  a 
fearful  fiend.  He  had  told  us  that  no  danger  was 
to  be  apprehended  from  keeping  alive  this  ques- 
tion. He  had  cried  "peace,  peace,"  when  he  had 
presented  himself  as  fighting  under  the  banners  of 
a  fiend  from  which  Mr.  T.  turned  with  fear  and 
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dismay.  Look  oq  the  page  of  history,  and  tell  me 
(said  Mr.  T.)  what  has  been  the  most  fruitful 
caase  of  war,  of  rapine,  and  of  death?  Has  it 
been  any  otherihan  this  struggle  for  the  balance 
of  power?  Desolation  has,  in  ail  ages,  marked  its 
existence,  and  hecatombs  of  slaughtered  victims 
have  been  raised  to  appease  its  fury.  Sir,  said  he, 
it  is  a  monster  that  feasts  on  the  bodies  of  mangled 
carcasses,  and  swills  on  human  blood.  And  has  it 
come  to  this,  that  we  are  now  to  enter  into  this 
struggle  for  power?  And  against  whom  do  gen- 
tlemen propose  to  carry  on  this  wart  Against 
brethren — members  of  the  same  common  family. 
It  might  be  natural  to  wish  to  elevate  ourselves  to 
a  superiority  of  power  in  reference  to  foreign  na- 
tions ;  but  it  is  unnatural,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  for 
one  section  of  a  common  country  to  entertain  a 
wish  of  the  sort  in  reference  to  the  rest.  Equality 
is  all  that  can  be  asked  for,  and  that  equality  is 
secured  to  each  State  of  this  Union  by  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  land..  But  what  is  the  character  of 
the  power  sought  now  to  be  obtained  by  the  gen- 
tleman and  his  associates?  Do  they  want  to  secure 
to  the  non-slaveholding  States  a  preponderance 
in  the  National  Legislature?  We  have  been  told 
correctly  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Storrs,)  that  they  already  have  the  preponder- 
ance of  twenty  odd  votes.  This,  then,  it  is  obvi- 
ous, cannot  be  the  power,  for  the  acquisition  of 
which  they  are  ready  to  undertake  this  crusade 
against  the  South  and  West.  I.  said  Mr.  T.  fol- 
low but  the  inference  which  the  member  from 
New  York  (Mr.  Storrs)  has  drawn,  when  1  ex- 
press the  hypothesis,  that  it  must  be  a  power  of  a 
different  character  which  gentlemen  are  in  pursuit 
of.  It  may  be  their  purpose  to  elevate  to  high  sta- 
tions some  particular  favorites.  Some  may  be 
prompted  by  the  "  patriotic  ambition"  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine,  (Mr.  Coshman,)  an  ambition 
which  may  be  sorely  disappointed  by  the  settle- 
ment of  this  question  at  the  present  session.  I  will 
not  ascribe  any  such  motive  to  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania.  I  have  heretofore  admired  him  for 
his  talents,  and  I  will  not  permit  myself  to  indulge 
too  hastily  an  unfavorable  impression  towards 
him. 

But  what  can  a  majority  of  this  House  hope  to 
gain  by  this  unhallowed  struggle?  It  is  a  game 
at  which  only  a  few  can  win,  and  all  that  will  re- 
main to  the  majority  of  the  actors  in  this  drama 
will  be  the  slave-like  privilege  of  worshipping  at 
the  feet  of  an  idol.  And  has  it  come  to  this,  that, 
instead  of  looking  to  the  advancement  of  our  coun- 
try's happiness,  we  shall  now  use  our  efforts  to 
advance  the  political  views  of  an  individual  ?  I 
should  be  willing  to  sacrifice  myself  on  the  altar 
of  my  country,  lor  the  common  good.  I  idolize 
the  institutions  of  this  highly  favored  land  ;  but  I 
never  will  consent  to  become  the  idolater  of  any 
man  on  earth,  I  know  but  of  one  rule  to  govern 
me  in  selecting  men  for  office,  and  it  is  found  in 
the  wisdom,  intelligence,  and  virtue  of  the  can- 
didate. Whether  he  be  born  in  Massachusetts  or 
Virginia,  is  a  consideration  unworthy  of  bqing 
takoK  into  the  estimate.  If,  then,  there  be  a  man 
in  this  House  or  nation,  governed  by  motives  of  a 


different  character,  in  the  name  of  virtue  and  pa- 
triotism, I  demand  that  he  shall  abjure  them. 

The» gentleman,  (Mr.  Sergeant,)  as  another 
reason  tor  postponing  this  question  to  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  urged  the  propriety  of  sub- 
mitting it  to  the  people,  and  intimated  that  they 
might  be  dissatisfied  with  a  decision  now.  No 
man,  said  Mr.  T.,  holds  in  higher  reverence  the 
wishes  of  the  people  than  I  do.  The  wishes  of 
my  constituents  on  any  subject  other  than  a  con- 
stitutional question,  would  be  my  law.  But  they 
have  elected  us  to  act  for  them,  and  on  this  sul>- 
ject  they  leave  us  uninstructed.  While  it  would 
but  answer  the  end  of  our  agency  here  to  bow  to 
their  will,  when  properly  expressed,  it  would  be 
worse  than  degrading  for  us  to  hesitate  about  act- 
ing, lest  we  might  incur  their  displeasure.  In 
such  a  case  as  this,  what  would  he  the  weight  of 
their  displeasure?  Our  country  is  agitated  from 
one  end  of  it  to  the  other;  a  state  of  things  exists 
calculated  to  fill  the  mind  of  the  patriot  with  aw- 
ful forebodings  of  the  future ;  a  breach  has  been 
made  in  the  afi*ections  of  this  people  for  each  other, 
which  every  day  serves  but  to  enlarge.  Is  there  a 
mairwho  hears  me,  who  would  not  be  willing, 
like^inother  Curtius,  to  devote  himself  to  destruc- 
tion to  heal  this  breach  ?  Would  you  prefer  the 
ephemeral  popularity  of  the  hour  to  the  renown 
which  lasts  for  a^es?  Our  lineage  would  give 
the  lie  to  such  a  slander.  No,  sir;  let  us  not  de- 
lay to  settle  this  question,  and  forever.  The  gen- 
tleman tells  us  the  majority  alone  will  make  a 
sacrifice  by  voting  for  any  proposition  of  compro- 
mise. What  is  the  fact?  The  South  contends 
that  Missouri  should  be  instantly  admitted  into  the 
Union  ;  the  North  cannot  agree  to  this,  because  it 
descries  something  in  the  constitution  repugnant 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  The 
answer  to  this  objection  has  been  repeated  over 
and  over  again.  If  such,  in  truth,  be  the  fact,  let 
her  come  into  the  Union,  and  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  will  vindicate  its  own  supre- 
macy. Your  objection,  however,  still  remains 
unshaken,  and  you  propose  that  she  shall  be  ad- 
mitted, upon  the  condition  that  her  Legislature 
shall  pass  no  law  violatory  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  Union.  We  meet  you  on  this  half-way  ground, 
and  close  in  with  your  proposition.  Now,  sir, 
where  is  the  sacrifice  of  principle  on  either  side  ? 
You  guard  the  Constitution  from  infraction,  and 
we  have  no  hesitancy  in  uniting  with  you  in  this 
good  work.  If,  then,  gentlemen  are  sincere  in  the 
objection  which  they  raise,  that  objection  may 
readily  be  removed,  and  I  will  still  entertain  the 
hope  that  this  session  will  not  terminate  without 
the  final  adjustment  of  this  odious  subject. 

The  question  being  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
proposed  amendment,  the  Chairman  pronounced 
the  division  to  be  in  the  affirmative — yeas  75, 
nays  73. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
amendment  to  the  House;  and  the  question  be- 
ing put  on  agreeing  to  the  amendment  reported 
by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  vote  was  as 
follows : 

YsA« — Me««r«.  Abbot,  Alexander,  .\llea  of  Tennes- 
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see,  Anderson,  Archer  ofMaryland,  Archer  of  Virginia, 
Baldwin,  Bali,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Bluomfield,  Brevard, 
Brown,  Brjrao,  Burton,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon, 
Clay,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crawford,  Croweil,  Culpeper, 
Culhbert,  Davidson,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwardu  of  North 
Carolina,  Fiahrr,  Floyd,  Garnett,  Gray,  Hall  of  North 
Carolina,  Hardin,  Hill,  Hooks,  Jackson,  Johnson, 
Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Little, 
Lowndes,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Delaware, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  .Meigs,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Mont- 
gomery, Neale,  Nelson  of  Vitginia,  Newton,  Parker 
of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Rankin,  ReaJ,  Rhea,  Ringgold, 
Robertson,  Sawyer,  8baw,  Simkins,  Sloan,  Smidi  of 
New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia, 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Sweariogen,  Terrell,  Trim- 
ble, Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Walker,  Warfield,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and 
Williams  of  North  Carolina— 79.  ^ 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts, 
Alien  of  New  York,  Baker,  Bateman,  Beechcr,  Boden, 
Brash,  Buffum,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell, 
Case,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cushman,  Dane, 
Darlington,  Dennison,  Dickinson,  Edwards  of  Connec- 
ticut, Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Eustis,  Fay,  Foiger, 
Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Gorhara,  Gross  of  New 
York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Guyon,  Hacklev,  Hall 
of  New  York,  HemphUI,  Hendricks,  Herrick.'Hibsh- 
man,  Hobart,  Hostctter,  Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley, 
Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Livermore,  Maclay,  McCullough, 
Mallary,  Marchand,  Monell,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore, 
Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Massachuselts,  i 
Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Philson,  Pitcher,  ' 
Plumer,  Randolph,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Rogers, 
Ross,  Russ,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street, 
Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr,  Tom- 
linson,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Udree,  Upham,  Van  Rensse- 
laer, Wallace,  Whitman,  and  Wood— 88. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  being  then  again 
read,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress 
assembled.  That  the  State  ol  Missouri  shall  be,  and  is 
hereby  declared,  one  of  the  United  Sutes  of  America, 
and  IS  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States,  in  all  respects  whatever  :  Pro- 
vided, That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  give  the  assent  of  Congress  to  any  pro- 
vision in  the  conitilulion  of  Missouri  (if  any  such  there 
be)  which  contravenes  that  clause  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  which  declares  that  the  citizens  of 
each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and 
immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  States. 

Mr.  Storrs  moved  to  amend  the  same  as  fol- 
lows, viz :  Strike  out  from  the  word  "declared" 
the  balance  of  the  resolution,  and  insert,  in  lieu 
thereof,  the  following : 

•♦  To  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  one  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes,  on  an  equal  fooling  with  the  original  Sutea, 
on  the  first  day  of  the  next  session  of  Congress:  Pro- 
vided, That  it  shall  be  uken  as  a  fundamental  condition 
upon  which  the  said  State  shall  be  incorporated  into 
the  Union,  and  to  be  of  perpetual  obligation  on  the 
said  Slate,  (in  faith  whereof,  this  resolution  is  passed 
by  Congress.)  that  no  law  shall  ever  be  enacted  by  the 
said  Stale,  whith  shall  impair  or  contravene  the  rights, 
privileges,  or  immunities,  secured  by  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  Sutes  to  any  persons  who  now  are,  or 
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hereafter  may  be,  citizens  of  other  States,  or  to  prevent 
such  persons  from  removing  to,  and  settling  in,  said 
State :  And,  provided  further,  That  the  Legislature, 
acting  under  the  constitation  ulready  adopted  in  Mis- 
souri as  a  State,  shall,  as  a  convention,  (for  which  pur- 
pose the  consent  of  Congress  is  hereby  granted)  de- 
clare their  assent  by  a  public  act  to  the  said  condition, 
before  the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  transmit  to 
Congress  an  attested  copy  of  such  act  by  the  first  day 
of  the  next  session  of  Congress." 

Mr.  Clay  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by  stri- 
king out  the  words  "  on  the  first  day  of  the  next 
session,-'  where  they  first  occur  j  and  the  motion 
was  agreed  to — 78  votes  to  7L 

Mr.  Floyo  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  so 
as  to  make  it  read  "  citizens  of  the  United  States," 
instead  of  ••  citizens  of  other  States."  This  mo- 
tion was  negatived  by  79  votes  to  70. 

Mr.  Robertson  moved  to  amend  the  proposed 
amendment  by  striking  out  of  it  the  words  "or  to 
prevent  such  persons  Irom  moving  to  and  settling 
in  said  State."  This  motion  was  negatived  by  7l 
votes  to  70. 

Mr.  Barbour  then  moved  to  amend  the  said 
amendment  by  striking  out  the  following  words, 
viz  :  "  That  no  law  shall  ever  be  enacted  by  the 
'  said  State  which  shall  impair  or  contravene  the 
'  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities,  secured  by  the 
'  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to  any  persons 

*  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  citizens  of  the 
'  other  Slates,"  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  inserting  "  that 
'  no  law  which  may  be  passed  by  the  said  State 
'  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  impair  or  contravene 
'  the  rights^  privileges,  or  immunities,  secured  to 
'  citizens  of  the  other  States  by  the  Constitution 

*  of  the  United  States." 

On  the  question  being  taken  so  to  amend  the 
amendment,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. -< 

Mr.  CuTHBERT  having  called  for  a  division  of 
the  question  on  Mr.  Storrs's  amendment,  so  as  to 
take  it  first  on  agreeing  to  the  following  words: 

"  To  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  one  of  the  United 
Sutes,  on  an  equal  footing  with  tho  original  Sutes,  on 
the  first  day  of  the  next  session  of  Congress  :  Pro- 
vided, That  it  shall  be  Uken  as  a  fundamenUl  condi- 
tion upon  which  the  said  Sute  shall  be  incorporated 
into  the  Union,  and  to  be  of  perpetual  obligation  on  tho 
said  State,  (in  faith  whereof  this  resolution  is  passed 
by  Congress,)  that  no  law  shall  ever  be  enacted  by 
the  said  Stute  which  shall  impair  or  contravene  the 
righu,  privileges,  or  immunities,  secured  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  to  any  persona  who  now 
are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  citizens  of  other  Sutes" — 

The  question  was  so  taken  accordingly,  and  de- 
cided by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennes- 
see, Anderson,  Archer,  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia, 
Baldwin,  Barbour,  Bayly.  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brown, 
Bryan,  Burton,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon,  Clay, 
Cobb,  Cocke,  Crawford,  Croweil,  Culbreth,  Culpeper, 
Culhbert,  Davidson,  Earle,  Fisher,  Gray.  Hall  of  North 
Carolina,  Hardin,  Hill,  Hooks,  Jackson,  Johnson, 
Jones  of  Tennessee,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Little, 
Lowndes,  McCoy,  McCreary,  MrLaoe  of  Delaware, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  Meigs,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Mont- 
gomery, Neale,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Pinck- 
ney, Rankin,  Reid,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  RobcrUon,  Saw- 
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yer,  Shaw,  Simkins,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Stevenf,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  Tompkins,  Trim- 
ble, Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carohna, 
Tyler,  Walker,  WarfielJ,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and 
Williams  of  North  Carolina. — 75 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Baker,  Ball,  Bateman,  Beecher, 
Boden,  Brash,  BufTum,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire, 
Campbell,  Case,  Clagett,  Clark.  Cook,  Crafts,  Cush- 
man,  Dane,  Darlington,  Dennuon,  Dickinson,  Eddy, 
Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania, 
Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Eustie,  Fay,  Floyd,  Fol- 
ger,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Garnett.  Gorham, 
Gross  of  New  York,  GroM  of  Pennsylvania,  Guyon, 
Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hemphill,  Hendricks, 
Herrick,  Hibshman,  Hobart,  Hostetter,  Kendall,  Kin- 
sey,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Livermore,  Maclay, 
McCullough,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Monell,  R.  Moore  8. 
Moore,  Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Parker  of  Virginia, 
Patterson,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Randolph,  Rich, 
Richards,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan, 
Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Tarr,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Udree,  Upham,  Van 
Renaaelaer,  Wallace,  Whitman,  and  Wood — 92. 

So  the  first  part  of  the  amendment  was  rejected, 
and  the  remainder  fell  to  the  ground  of  course. 

Mr.  S.  MooHE  then  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  by  striking  out  the  proviso 
thereto  annexed,  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the 
following : 

Provie/ed,  That  the  following  conditions  be  taken  as 
fundamental  conditions  and  terms  upon  which  the  said 
State  is  incorporated  into  the  Union,  namely  :  that  the 
fourth  clause  of  the  twenty-sixth  section  of  tho  third 
article  of  the  constitution  submitted  by  the  people  of 
Missouri  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  shall,  as  soon 
as  the  provisions  of  said  conatitution  will  admit,  be 
expunged,  or  so  amended  that  it  shall  not  be  applica- 
ble to  citizens  of  any  Sute  in  this  Union  ;  and  that, 
until  expunged  or  so  amended,  no  law  passed  in  con- 
formity thereto  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  any  cit- 
isen  of  either  State  in  this  Union. 

This  motion  was  negatived — ayes  56. 
Mr.  Clay,  then,  seeing  that  all  effort  at  amend- 
ment had  failed,  and  anxious  to  make  a  last  effort 
to  settle  this  distracting  question,  moved  to  refer 
the  Senate's  resolution  to  a  committee  of  thirteen 
members. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  following 
^ntlemen  were  appomted  a  committee  accord- 
ingly: 

Meaars.  Clay,  of  Ky.,  Messrs.  Archer,  of  Va., 

Enstia  of  Mass.,  Hackley  of  N.  Y., 

Smith  of  Md.,  S.  Moore,  of  Pa , 

Sergeant,  of  Pa.,  Cobb,  of  Ga., 

Lowndes,  of  8.  C.  Tomlinson, of  Con., 

Ford,  of  N.  Y.,  Butler,  of  N.  H., 

*^^  and  Campbell,  of  Ohio. 

Satdrday,  February  3. 
Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  John   H.  Mebane,  deceased  • 
wnich  was  twice  read  and  committed. 


Mr.  Sergeant  also  made  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was 

referred  the  report  of  the  Committee  for  the  District 

of  (Columbia,  upon  the  subject  of  lotteries,  make  the 

following  report : 

That  they  concur  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  that  it  is  not 
necessary  or  expedient  for  Congress  now  to  interfere  ; 
they  therefore  offer  the  following  resolution  : 

Reaolved,  That  the  committee  be  discharged  (tam 
the  further  consideration  of  the  aubject. 

The  report  was  concurred  in  by  the  Hotise. 
Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  also  referred  a  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  passed 
on  the  11th  day  of  May,  1820,  entitled  'An  act  to 
provide  for  the  publication  of  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  for  other  purposes,"  reported  the 
same  without  ameiulment,  and  it  was  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Mallary,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  respecting  the  progress  and  expen- 
ditures of  the  Commissioners  imder  the  fifth,  sixth, 
and  seventh  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  mack? 
.  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  to  esublish  the 
j  salaries  of  the  Commissioners  and  agents  appoint- 
I  ed  under  the  Treaty  of  Ghent ;  which  bill  was 
I  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
;  Whole. 

I      The  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  were  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  memorial 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  York,  re- 
]  specling  the  exposed  state  of  the  commerce  of  the 
I  United  States  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  it  was 
j  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
I      The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Postmaster  General,  transmitting  a  list  of  the 
names  of  those  persons  who  were  indebted  to  his 
department  on  the  31st  December,  1816,  and  the 
amount  then  due  from  each  person;  also,  the  names 
of  those,  who,  since  that  time,  have  become,  and 
were  indebted  to  the  said  department  on  the  30th 
day  of  September  last,  and  the  amount  then  due 
from  each  person  ;  prepared  and  rendered  in  obe- 
dience to  a  resolution  of  this  House  of  the  30th 
of  November  last ;  which  letter  and  lists  were  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  19th  of 
December,  to  inquire  into  the  concerns  of  the  Gen- 
eral Post  Office. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  to  incorporate  the  United  States 
Naval  Fraternal  Association  for  the  relief  of  the 
families  of  deceased  officers,  were  discharged,  and 
the  said  bill  was  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  House,  to  which  is  committed  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  inhabitants  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  to  form  a  frame  of  government. 

Mr.  McLane  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  of  course  lies  on  the  table  : 

Resolved,  That  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  communicate  to  this  House  a  statement  of 
the  bounties  and  allowances  paid  to  fishing  vessels 
each  year,  from  the  commencement  of  the  Government 
to  the  present  time. 
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OHIO  AND  THE  UNITED  STATES  BANK. 

Mr.  Ro88,  after  some  remarks  in  favor  of  the 
propriety  of  the  course  which  he  was  about  to  pro- 
pose, founded  on  the  importance  of  the  subject  to 
the  particular  State  and  to  the  Union,  moved  that 
the  communication  from  the  Governor  of  Ohio, 
received  a  few  days  ago,  and  the  report  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Legislature  relative  to  the  contro- 
versy between  that  State  and  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House. 

Mr.  Trimble  rose  only  to  ask  information  from 
the  Chair.  He  had  no  information  of  any  case 
in  which  a  paper  of  this  description  had  been  or- 
dered to  be  printed.  The  object  of  printing  a 
paper  was  to  enable  members  to  understand  sub- 
jects pending  before  the  House,  and  by  it  referred 
to  committees,  who  would  in  due  time  report 
thereon.  This  subject  was  one  upon  which  the 
House  was  not  called  upon  to  act  in  the  usual 
course  of  legislation.  He  wished  to  know  from 
the  Chair,  whether  any  case  had  occurred  in  which 
the  House  had  ordered  a  paper  to  be  printed,  when 
it  was  distinctly  understood  that  no  legislative 
proceeding  was  in  contemplation  ?  and  whether 
It  was  usual  to  print  any  paper,  referring  to  the 
concerns  of  a  corporation,  and  not  the  public  in- 
terests ?  If  there  was  any  precedent,  he  would 
vote  for  printing  the  document,  but  if  not,  he 
would  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  McCov  also  opposed  it,  because  the  docu- 
ment was  already  ordered  to  be  printed  by  the 
Senate,  by  which  each  member  of  this  House 
would  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  it,  and  it  was,  < 
therefore,  unnecessary  to  incur  the  expense  of  hav-  i 
ing  it  printed  again  lor  this  House. 

The  motion  to  print  was  supported  by  Mr. 
Sloan,  for  the  reason  ihat  the  document  was  of 
great  importance  so  far  as  regarded  the  question 
of  State  rights ;  and  though  he  was  aware  that 
no  legislative  act  would  gr(pw  out  of  it  here,  it 
related  to  a  controversy  which  had  been  much 
misrepresented,  and  was  much  misunderstood ; 
and  he  hoped,  in  justice  to  tbe  State,  it  would  be 
permitted  to  be  printed,  that  misconstruction  might 
be  as  far  as  practicable  corrected. 

Mr.  Baldwin  adverted  to  the  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  relative  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  which  had  been  referred  to 
a  committee  of  this  House,  at  the  last  session, 
and  were  now  before  it ;  the  document  from 
Ohio  was  calculated  to  elucidate  that  subject,  and 
therefore  was  a  proper  one  to  be  printed  for  the  in- 
formation of  members  on  the  matter  before  them. 

The  motion  to  print  the  papers,  was  agreed  to — 
ayes  63,  noes  37. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  go  into 
Committee  on  the  general  appropriation  bill,  but 
temporarily  withdrew  his  motion,  at  the  request 
of  Mr.  Clay. 

SOUTH  AMERICAN  STATES. 

Mr.  Clay  then   rose  to   make  a  motion.     It 

would  be  recollected,  he  said,  by  the  House,  that, 

by  a  majority   very  decisive,  a   resolution   was 

adopted  at  the  last  sessioQ>  declaring  it  expedient 


to  make  an  appropriation,  by  law,  for  a  mission 
to  such  of  the  Governments  of  South  America  gs 
had  established  their  independence.  It  remained 
for  the  House  to  carry  that  resolution  into  effect ; 
and  he  thought  that  it  was  a  solemn  duty  of  this 
House  to  give  complete  effect  to  its  own  decision. 
He  rose,  therefore,  to  move  that  the  resolution 
adopted  at  the  last  session  be  referred  to  the  same 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
jKirt  of  Government,  that  it  might  come  up  (or 
consideration,  in  a  regular  manner,  and  a  clause 
be  inserted  in  that  bill  to  accomplish  the  object 
of  the  resolution.  Mr.  C.  made  this  motion  to 
prevent  the  imputation  of  taking  the  House  by 
surprise.  Conceiving  it  proper  to  act  in  the  spirit 
of  that  resolution,  he  now  proposed  the  prelimin- 
ary step. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  a  division, 
though  not  without  dissenting  voices. 

APPROPRIATION  BILLS. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  aikd 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  several  ap- 
propriation bills  referred  to  it. 

The  6rst  bill  taken  up  was  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  public  buildings,  (according 
to  the  recommendations  contained  in  the  report  of 
a  select  committee  on  that  subject.)  A  good  deal 
of  discussion  took  place  on  some  of  the  items  of 
the  bill,  particularly  that  which  proposed  37,000 
for  covering  the  President's  house  with  copper. 
This,  however,  as  well  as  the  other  appropriations 
proposed  by  the  select  committee,  was  eventually 
agreed  to ;  and  the  committee  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Government  for  the  year  1820. 

On  opening  the  first  item  of  this  bill,  the  Mis- 
souri question  was  discovered  lurking  in  it ! 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  having  moved  to  fill 
the  first  blank  in  the  bill  with  ^314,866,  to  defray 
the  expense  and  compensation  to  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  their  officers,  and  at- 
tendants— 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  a  smaller 
sum,  presuming  that  the  sum  moved  by  Mr.  Smith 
was  founded  on  estimates  including  the  Delegate 
from  Missouri.  As  there  was  no  such  Delegate 
recognised  on  the  floor  of  the  House,  the  appropri- 
ation ought  to  be  diminished  accordingly. 

A  good  deal  of  desultory  debate  followed  on  this 
propo.Mtion,  the  leading  features  only  of  which  are 
sketched  below. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  Louisiana,  inquired  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  whe- 
ther the  sum  which  he  had  ]>roposed  was  intended 
to  cover  the  pay  for  the  Senators  from  Missouri. 

Mr.  Smith  said,  the  sum  was  proposed  in  con- 
formity with  the  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  was  not  predicated  on  any  addi- 
tional expenditure,  as  the  State  of  Missouri  had 
not  been  admitted.  But  at  any  rate  the  sum  would 
be  sufficient,  because  there  was  always,  from  the 
absence,  the  sickness  at  home,  or  the  death  of 
members,  a  considerable  surplus  left. 
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Mr.  McLean  said,  the  gentleman  from  Missouri 
did  not  present  himself  as  the  Delegate,  but  as  the 
Representative  from  that  State.  Mr.  McL.  went 
on  to  remark,  that  this  question  about  Missouri 
met  them  at  every  step,  and  in  every  shape;  and 
it  really  would  be  better  to  postpone  this  bill,  and, 
indeed,  all  other  important  bills,  until  that  embar- 
rassing question  could  be  settled.  With  that  view 
he  luoved  that  the  Committee  now  rise,  and  report 
progress. 

Mr.  Tyler  coincided  in  opinion  with  Mr. 
McLean,  and  hoped  the  motion  would  prevail, 
especially  as  the  public  interest  could  not  suffer 
from  a  little  delay  in  passing:  the  bill. 

Mr.  Baldwin  hoped  the  Committee  would  not 
rise.  The  clause  in  question  did  not  go  into  items 
at  all,  and  it  could  not,  therefore,  well  give  rise  to 
the  question  concerning  Missouri,  which  had  been 
started  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia. 

The  motion  for  the  Committee  to  rise  was  neg- 
atived— ayes  31. 

Mr.  Trimble  spoke,  to  show  that  Mr.  Cobb 
would  gain  nothing,  if  he  should  even  carry  his 
motion  to  reduce  the  appropriation.  The  appro- 
priation was  made  as  though  Missouri  was  a  State ; 
if  she  were  not  admitted  into  the  Union  as  such, 
she  must  be  abandoned  altogether,  or  must  be  legis- 
lated for  as  a  Territory,  and  that  question  would 
with  more  propriety  come  up  in  another  part  of 
the  bill,  making  provision  for  the  Territories.  He 
thought  it  not  necessary,  therefore,  to  impede  the 
bill  by  pressing  this  motion. 

Mr.  Cobb  observed,  in  substance,  that  the  sum 
proposed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  was  either  too  large  or  too  small. 
If  intended  to  provide  for  Missouri  as  a  State  it 
was  too  small,  as  it  did  not  provide  for  the  Sena- 
tors; and  if  otherwise,  it  was  too  large.  He  did 
not  wish  to  bring  up  at  all  the  question  concerning 
the  present  character  or  condition  of  Missouri,  but 
he  did  not  think  it  right  to  appropriate  for  a  Del- 
^ate  unless  for  the  Senators  also. 

Mr.  Lowndes  remarked,  that  whether  they  took 
the  larger  or  the  smaller  sum  was  immaterial,  as 
either  would  be  sufficient  for  the  object  in  any 
event;  there  being  always  a  balance  of  the  appro- 
priation left  from  this  branch  of  the  expenditure. 
The  adoption,  therefore,  of  either  sum  proposed, 
could  involve  no  question  relative  to  Missouri. 

Mr.  McCdllodgh  did  not  conceive  that  the  ap- 
propriation involved  the  Missouri  question  at  all. 
They  made  appropriations  for  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  generally,  without  un- 
dertaking to  say  who  were  Senators  and  members. 
Such  as  were  so  would  come  forward  and  receive 
their  pay,  and  no  others.  This  appropriation  wa.s 
intended  for  the  current  year;  if  Missouri  should 
be  admitted,  her  members  in  both  Houses  would 
be  paid  of  course ;  if  not,  the  money  would  remain 
in  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Trimble  said,  the  gentleman  had  told  the 
Committee  how  the  members  were  to  be  paid  if 
that  State  should  be  admitted ;  but  suppose  Mis- 
souri should  not  be  admitted,  Mr.  T.  asked,  how 
her  Senators  and  members  were  to  draw  their  oav 
then?  ,  ^  ^ 


Mr.  McCdllough  wa.«:  understood  to  say,  in  re- 
ply, that  if  the  State  were  not  admitted  her  Sen- 
ators could  not  be  paid  under  this  appropriation; 
and  that  it  would  require  a  special  vote  of  Con- 
gress ta authorize  them  to  draw  pay. 

Mr.  Li  VERM  ORE,  by  way  of  obviating  all  diffi- 
culty, moved  an  amendment,  containing  a  separate 
appropriation  of  the  necessary  sum  for  the  Sena- 
tors and  member  from  Missouri. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to — yeas  50,  nays  44. 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  with  the  bill; 
on  many  of  the  items  of  which,  as  usual,  there  was 
a  good  deal  of  debate,  particularly  in  regard  to  the 
salaries  of  different  officers  in  the  Executive  de- 
partments at  the  seat  of  Government ;  but  no  mo- 
tion was  made  but  the  following: 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  objected  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  salary  of  the  First  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury,  ($3,500,)  which  he  thought  en- 
tirely too  high,  considering  the  nature  of  hi.^  du- 
ties ;  he  protested  against  abandoning  the  fortifi- 
cations, and  other  useful  establishments,  for  the 
sake  of  economy,  and  yet  maintain  such  extrava- 
gance in  the  salaries  of  the  civil  officers.  Mr.  J. 
moved  to  reduce  the  appropriation  to  $2,500. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Cobb,  Ro- 
bertson, and  others,  on  the  ground  that  the  ap- 
propriation was  authorized  by  law,  and  that  if  this, 
or  any  other  salary  was  too  nigh,  the  proper  mode 
was  to  reduce  it  by  law,  and  not  by  refusing  an 
appropriation,  so  long  as  the  expenditure  was  le- 
gally authorized. 

Mr.  Johnson  finally  withdrew  his  motion;  and 
the  Committee  spent  some  time  longer  on  the  bill, 
and  made  considerable  progress  in  filling  up  the 
items  of  appropriation.  Before  the  bill  way  got 
through,  however,  the  Committee  was  left  nearly 
without  a  quorum,  and  the  usual  hour  of  adjourn- 
ment having  arrived,  the  Committee  rose,  and  re- 
ported progress. 


Monday,  February  5. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nathan  Ford," 
made  a  report  thereon,  recommending  that  the  said 
bill  be  postponed  indefinitely ;  which  report  was 
read,  and,  together  with  the  bill,  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hooks,  the  House  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  submitted  by 
him  some  days  ago,  calling  for  certain  luformation 
respecting  the  Marine  corps,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  certain 
appropriations  for  the  Public  Buildings;  and, 
though  not  without  considerable  objections  to  .some 
of  the  items,  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  General  Appropriation 
Bill  for  the  current  year. 
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The  discussion  of  the  bill,  or  rather  of  particular 
items  of  it,  occupied  the  whole  day. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Cocke,  to  strike 
out  the  clause  proposing  an  appropriation  for  the 
clerk  to  the  Attorney  General.  On  this  motion 
there  took  place  a  debate,  which  ended  in  a  rejec- 
tion of  the  motion. 

On  the  question  to  fill  the  blank  reported  by  the 
committee,  ($1  000,)  it  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive.    The  blank  was  then  filled  with  ^00. 

The  appropriation  of  ^1,000  for  the  salary  of 
the  reporter  of  the  Supreme  Court,  was  objected 
to  by  Mr.  Hardin,  but  was  agreed  to. 

In  the  course  of  proceeding  to  agree  to  the  seve- 
ral items  of  appropriation,  as  moved  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  it  ap- 
peared, from  the  statement  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Ma- 
ryland, that  it  was  expected  that  our  Minister  to 
France  might  return  within  the  present  year,  and, 
therefore,  an  appropriation  was  asked  for  an  outfit 
for  a  Minister  to  France.  It  also  appeared  that,  for 
the  present,  it  was  not  contemplated  to  send  a 
Minister  to  replace  Mr.  Graham,  our  late  Minister 
to  Rio  Janeiro,  but  that  the  United  States  were  to 
be  represented  there  by  a  Charge  des  Affaires. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate  a  motion  was  made, 
by  Mr.  Tarr,  to  amend  the  bill,  by  inserting  the 
following  item : 

"  For  the  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the  Monongahela 
river,  where  the  CumberUnd'road  crosses  the  same,  the 
unexpended  balance  of  the  money  heretofore  appropri- 
ated for  completing  the  Cumberland  road." 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  much  debate ;  in  the 
course  of  which  it  appeared  that  there  remains,  of 
the  money  appropriated  for  the  completion  of  the 
Cumberland  road,  an  unexpended  balance  of  sev- 
enty thousand  dollars.  It  is  supposed  that  the  pro- 
posed bridge  will  cost  $40,000.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  had  not  thought  it  proper  to  cause 
the  bridge  to  be  erected,  without  express  authority 
from  Congress. 

The  gentlemen  who  engaged  in  the  debate  were, 
Messrs.  Baldwin,  Ross,  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
Hahdin,  Tarr,  McCoy,  Mercer,  Robertson, 
Cobb,  Brush,  McLane,  Sergeant,  Brown,  Clay, 
Beecher,  and  Rhea. 

Mr.  McCullouoh  moved  to  amend  this  amend- 
ment by  adding  the  following:  "and  for  repairing 

the  road   from  Chambersburg  to   Pittsburg  

dollars." 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Archer  then,  to  obviate  some  difficulties 
which  gentlemen  had  stated,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment,  by  adding  to  it  a  clause  to  the  follow- 
ing effect:  ^^  Provided,  That  the  unexpended  bal- 
ance shall  be  sufficient  to  complete  the  bridge." 

Mr.  Tarr  accepted  this  amendment  as  part  of 
his  motion. 

After  further  debate  the  amendment,  as  amend- 
ed, was  finally  negatived,  by  65  votes  to  60. 

Mr.  Rankin  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  in- 
serting the  following  clause: 

**  For  opening,  onder  the  direction  of  the  Secretarj 
at  War,  a  road  from  a  point  near  Columbus,  oo  the 
United  Slates  miliury  road,  to  a  point  near  Turner 


Brashears'  stand,  on  the  old  road  leading  from  Nat- 
chez to  Nashville,  five  thousand  dollars  of  an  onez- 
pended  balance  of  an  appropriation  made  bj  an  ad  of 
Congress  of  the  27th  of  March,  1818,  for  the  purpoM 
"of  repairing  and  keeping  in  repair  so  much  of  the 
road  leading  from  Columbia,  in  the  State  of  Tennes- 
aee,  to  Madisonville,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  as  liea 
within  the  Indian  country." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Silsbee,  aided  by  Mr.  Lin- 
coln, the  House  agreed  to  increase  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  contingent  expenses  of  Congress  one 
thousand  dollars,  lor  the  purpose  of  erecting  a 
monument  over  the  grave  of  the  late  Vice  Presi- 
dent Gerry,  who  died  and  was  buried  in  Washing- 
ton City,  during  his  term  of  service. 

At  a  late  hour  the  Committee  rose,  and  obtain- 
ed leave  to  sit  again,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  who 
was  prepared  to  move  an  amendment,  respecting 
a  mission  to  South  America,  but  thought  the  hour 
too  late,  and  the  House  too  thin.  •< 


Tuesday,  February  6. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
mechanics  and  others,  concerned  in  building  in 
the  City  of  Washington,  praying  for  the  passage 
of  an  act  giving  mechanics,  and  persons  lurnisn- 
ing  materials  for  buildings,  a  lien  on  the  property 
on  which  such  house  may  be  built,  to  secure  the 
payment  of  their  respective  accounts;  which  pe- 
tition was  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Bartlett  and  John  Stearns,  and  others ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Coffee,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment, 
and  it  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  whe- 
ther or  not  the  Military  Academy,  under  the  ex- 
isting laws  and  regulations,  is  consistent  with  the 
principles  and  policy  of  the  Constitution  and  Gor- 
ernment  of  the  United  States  ;  also,  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  repealing  or  altering  the  laws 
in  relation  to  said  Academy,  and  reducing  the 
expenditures  of  the  public  money  on  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  prohibit- 
ing, by  law,  any  clerk,  or  other  officer  of  the 
departments,  from  entering,  either  directly  or  in- 
directly, into  any  contract  with  the  Government 
of  the  United  Slates. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  public  buildings,"  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samud 
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Tucker,  late  a  Captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States;"  and  "An  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  cer- 
tain grounds  belonging  to  the  United  States  in 
the  City  of  Washington  ;"  in  which  bills  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

THE  REVENUE. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  who  were  instructed  by  three 
resolutions  adopted  by  this  House  on  the  3d  ultimo, 
to  inquire  and  report  "whether,  in  their  opinion, 
the  permanent  revenue  is  adequate  to  the  expenses 
of  Govemment ;  whether  any  measures  are  neces- 
sary to  increase  the  revenue ;  and,  if  so,  to  report 
those  measures;  and  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
hibiting or  imposing  additional  duties  on  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  spirits,  and  imposing  an  excise 
on  domestic  distilled  spirits,"  made  a  report  there- 
on ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table ; 
and  that  3,000  copies  thereof  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  members  of  Congress.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

That  they  have  bad  these  important  subjects  under 
their  consideration,  and  have  obtained  from  the  several 
departments  all  the  information  which  the  officers  at 
their  head  coald  furnish  ;  yet,  such  are  the  difficulties 
that  present  themselves,  that  they  enter  into  the  dis- 
cussion and  the  statements  necessary  to  elucidate  the 
subject  with  great  diffidence.  They  may  differ  in 
opinion  with  gentlemen  for  whose  talents  they  have 
the  highest  respect,  and  in  whose  integrity  they  have 
unbounded  confidence ;  the  subject  is  one,  however, 
on  which  the  best  friends  may  fairly  dlfier  in  opinion. 

Ja  the  permanent  revenue  adequate  to  the  expenses  of 
the  Govemment  ? 

The  revenue  is  mainly  bottomed  on  the  duties 
arising  on  the  importations  of  foreign  goods ;  it  is, 
therefore,  dependent  on  fortuitous  circumstances, 
which  cannot  easily  be  foreseen,  and  which  may  tend 
to  ita  increase  or  decrease ;  there  are  some,  however, 
which  can,  in  a  degree,  be  appreciated.  The  tariff  of 
1816  was  expected  to  operate  a  loss  to  the  revenue, 
by  giving  what  was  considered  at  the  time  sufficient 
encouragement  to  the  manufactures  of  the  country. 
A  variety  of  causes,  arising  out  of  excessive  and  ruin- 
008  importations,  and  the  time  required  for  diverting 
one  channel  of  commerce  or  supplies  into  another,  has, 
until  lately,  prevented  the  effect  from  being  materially 
felt  The  operation  of  that  tariff  is  now  beginning  to 
be  known,  and  the  effect  on  the  revenue  is  believed  to 
be  considerable  ;  its  extent  is,  however,  not  completely 
developed.  Its  operation  on  a  few  of  the  principal  ar- 
ticles may  afford  some  idea  of  the  increase  of  onr  man- 
ufactares,  and  the  consequent  decrease  of  the  revenue 
resnlting  from  the  duties  on  the  importation  of  such 
articles. 

The  tariff  of  1816  increased  the  duty  on  brown  su- 
gar aboQt  20  per  cent.,  and  gave  a  protecting  duty  to 
that  article  of  3  cents  per  pound.  No  material  de- 
crease has,  as  yet,  resulted  to  the  revenue  therefrom. 
The  tariff  was  enacted  during  the  existence  of  the  ex- 
dae  on  domestic  distilled  spirits,  and  an  additional 
doty  was  imposed  for  the  protection  of  the  domestic 
article.  The  excise  on  imported  spirits  was  repealed  ; 
the  duty  was  continued  ;  and  the  duty  on  foreign 
•pirita  exceeds,  at  this  time,  the  whole  value  of  tbe 
domestic ;  the  average  dnty  on  the  imported  being  43 
centa  per  gallon,  when  the  value  in  the  market  of  the 


domestic  does  not  exceed  33  centa  the  gallon.  This 
has  tended,  it  is  believed,  to  decrease  the  consumption 
of  foreign  spirits,  and,  of  conrse,  the  amount  of  the 
revenue.  In  1818,  the  net  revenue  from  imported 
spirits,  after  deducting  tbe  debentures,  amounted  to 
$2,646,186,  and  in  1819  to  $1,959,125. 

The  tariff  of  1816  raised  the  duties  on  cotton  and 
woollen  cloths  from    12^  per  cent.,  tbe  duty  imposed 
I  prior  to  the  late  war,  to  25  per  cent.,  and  it  valued  all 
{  cotton  cloths  under  a  cost  of  25  cents  the  square  yard 
I  (although  some  cost  as  low  as  6  cents)  as  if  they  had 
I  actually  cost  25  cents,  and  charged  the  duty  thereon 
I  accordingly.     The  result  has  been,  that  cotton  goods 
j  imported  from  India,   under  a  cost  of  25  centa  the 
I  square  yard,  pay  a  duty  exceeding  60  per  cent,  on  the 
average  co8t  of  those  heretofore  imported  from  that 
country,  and  above  40  per  cent,  on  the  average  cost  of 
similar  goods  when  imported  from  Europe.     The  op- 
eration has  had  a  salutary  effect  on  our  infant  manu- 
factures of  cotton,  which  begins  to  be  understood  by 
the  manufacturers.     The  importations  from  India  of 
such  cottons  as  are  under  a  cost  of  25  cents  tbe  square 
yard  have  almost  ceased  for  consumption,  and  those 
from  Europe  have  decreased,  it  is  believed,  to  a  con- 
siderable extent.     The  coarse  cottons  of  our  domestic 
manufactures  have  entered,  it  is  believed,  into  the 
consumption  of  the  nation,  nearly  equal  to  ths  wanta 
of  the  people.     The  increase  of  our  woollen  manufac- 
tures has  afforded  a  considerable  quantity  of  woollen 
cloths  for  consumption,  but  we  have  no  information  on 
which   to  form   a    decidtrd  opinion   as  to   its  extent. 
Other  important  articles  of  domestic  manufacture  are 
silently  entering  into  competition  with  those  hereto- 
fore imported  from    foreign  nations.     These  circum- 
stances, added  to  the  distresses  of  the  people,  and  to 
the  price  of  our  exports,  being  such  as  in  a  great  de- 
gree lo  affect  the  means  of  paying  for  imports,  make  it 
extremely  difficult  to  form  a  correct  estimate  of  the 
revenue  which  may  arise  hereafter  from  duties  on  im- 
ports, estimated  on   that  which  had  been  received  in 
former  years. 

With  these  views,  which  the  committee  have  deemed 
it  proper  to  submit,  they  proceed  to  answer  the  firat 
resolution. 

They  are  of  opinion  "that  the  revenue  which  will 
be  received  in  the  present  year  will  be  adequate  to  the 
expenses  of  the  Government;"  and,  should  no  change 
take  place,  the  revenue  will,  in  their  opinion,  during 
the  years  1822,  1823,  and  1824,  be  not  only  equal  to 
the  expenses  of  government,  hot  afford  such  a  aurplus, 
applicable  to  the  piyment  of  the  loan  of  the  last  year, 
and  any  that  may  be  autborir«d  for  this  year,  as  will, 
before  the  first  day  of  January,  1825,  fully  repay  the 
amount  borrowed.  The  House  will  remember  that, 
as  the  appropriation  bills  have  not  passed,  the  real  or 
true  expenses  of  Government  cannot  be  correctly 
stated.  The  committee  are  compelled,  therefore,  to 
bottom  their  statement  on  the  estimated  expenses,  as 
submitted  to  Congress,  which  will,  it  is  confidently 
believed,  be  reduced  at  least  one  and  a  half  million  of 
dollars. 

It  is  now  reduced  to  a  certainty  that  the  actual  re- 
ceipts from  the  customa  into  the  Treasury,  during  the 
year  1820,  has  been  $15,005,328,  which  amount,  it  is 
humbly  conceived,  may  be  safely  relied  on  as  the  re- 
ceipts for  the  present  year.  The  committee  are  of 
opinion  that  the  receipts  of  1821  (from  that  source) 
will  exceed  that  amount.  Tbey  form  that  opinion 
from  the  followinf  circumstances,  to  wit :  the  bonda 
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for  duties  in  the  Treasury  amounted,  on  the  firat  day 
of  October,  1820,  to  nearly  the  aame  sum  aa  thoee  in 
the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  October,  1819;  that  frdm 
those  of  1819  an  extraordinary  deduction  waa  made 
by  the  more  than  common  amount  of  debentures  issued 
on  the  rcfibipment  of  goods  during  that  year ;  that  a 
aimilar  amount  of  drawbacks,  it  ia  believed,  will  not 
occur  during  the  present  year,  and,  of  course,  that  tbe 
revenue  from  imporu  will  be  greater  in  1821  than  that 
of  1820 ;  and,  in  this  opinion,  they  are  confirmed  by 
the  following  view  of  the  customs  for  the  present  year  : 
Bonds  in   the  Treasury  on  the  first  day  of  October, 

1830 $18,770,000 

From  which  must  be  deducted — 
Bonds  irrecoverable         -  |1,250,000 

Bonds  in  suit,  which  may  not 
be  received  during  the  pre- 
sent year  -         -         -         -        750,000 
Bonda  paid  in  fourth  quarter 

ofia'.iO      .         -         -         -     2,626,815 
Debentures     actually    iaaued, 
prior  to  tbe  1st  October,  on 
those  bonds       -         -         -     1,163,000 
Debentures  which  may  be  is- 
sued on  the  same,  estimated 

at 637,000 

6,426,815 


Estimated  net  proceeds  from  those  bonds  -  12,343,185 
Add  thereto  the  amounts  of  receipts  into 
the  Treasury  from  bonds  taken  during 
the  last  quarter  of  the  year  1820,  and 
taken,  or  to  be  taken,  during  the  two 
succeeding  quarters  of  1821,  which,  bot- 
tomed on  the  receipts  into  the  Treas- 
ury for  actual  receipts  from  bonds  taken 
during  the  fourth  quarter  of  1819,  and 
the  first  and  second  quarters  of  1820, 
are  estimated  to  give,  for  the  present 
year,  the  sum  of 4,'137,205 

#16,780,390 


The  committee  have  submitted  the  preceding  view 
of  the  customs  for  1821  for  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  but  would  not  be  willing  to  pledge  themselves 
for  the  result.  The  items  they  believe  to  be  correct ; 
and  the  present  appearance  of  our  commerce,  becom- 
ing less  unfavorable,  warrants  them  in  the  belief  that 
the  revenue  from  customs  for  1821  will  not  be  less 
than  sixteen  millions  of  dollars.  They,  however, 
deem  it  mure  safe  to  asaume  the  receipts  of  the  present 
on  that  of  the  preceding  year,  and  therefore  submit 
the  following  statement : 

Estimated  receipts  fur  1821. 

Customs  received  in  the  first,  second,  and  third  quar- 
ters of  1820,  (see  BecreUry's  report,)  $12,378,513 
Cuatoms  received  in  the  fourth  quarter   •      2,626,815 


A  statement  from  the  Treasury  to  your 
committee,   assumed  as  the  receipt  for 

1821 15,006,328 

Land,  agreeably  to  the  report  of  tbe  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury         -         -         -       1,600,000 
Internal  taxes,  by  same          -         -         -  100,000 

Bank  dividend,  by  aame         -        •         -         350,000 
Post  Office  and  incidental  receipt*  may 
be  estimated  at 100,000 


Estimated  expenditures.     (See  TVetuwy 
report  of  December  4,  1820.) 

Civil $1,769,860 

Civilizing  Indiana  -        •         29,200 

Military  Department     -         •    6,798,616 
Naval  Department        -         •    2,928,676 
Public  debt,  principal  and  in- 
terest, for  1831  -         -    6,477,776 


17,004,0ir 


Excess  of  receipts  over  payments  -        -       $161,311 

The  preceding  statements  show  that  there  will  be 
an  exceaa  of  receipta  over  the  expenditures,  even  if 
the  whole  amount  estimated  for  by  the  different  De- 
partments should  be  granted  and  expended.  But  it 
is  known  that  the  amount  is  estimated  on  the  pre- 
aumption  that  all  the  expenditures  authorized  by  law 
will  be  required.  This,  bowevcr,  in  time  of  profound 
peace,  baa  seldom  been  the  case.  The  reform  in  the 
army,  and  reduction  from  the  estimates  of  the  several 
Departments,  will  amount  at  least  to  one  and  a  half 
million  of  dollars,  and  thua  confirm  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed by  the  committee,  "that  the  revenue  for  1821 
will  be  fully  adequate  to  the  expenses  of  Government 
for  that  year." 

The  committee  submit  their  views  for  the  succeedin|^ 
yeara  of  1822,  1823,  and  1824,  to  prove  the  opinion 
that  the  revenue  will  be  fully  equal  to  the  payment  of 
tbe  expenses  of  Government  duriug  those  yeara.  In 
addition  to  the  statement  given  of  the  receipts  from 
customs  for  the  year  1821,  and  with  the  view  of  further 
elucidating  the  subject,  they  submit  the  following 
statement  of  the  receipts  derivtxl  from  the  custooM, 
land,  &,€.,  for  the  years  1817,  1818,  1819,  and  1830; 
three  of  those  years  are  known  to  be  the  minimum 
years,  the  fourth  not  uncommonly  productive. 
In  1817  the  customs  produced  net  -  $17,524,778 
In  1818  the  customs  produced  net  -  21,828,431 
In  1819  the  customs  produced  net  -  17,116,703 
In  1820  the  customa  produced  net        -       15,006,328 


$71,475,239,  averaged  on  four  years, 
givee  for  one  year  -        -        -        - 


$71,475,239 
$17,868,809 


Although  your  committee  think  it  probable  that  the 
average  receipts  from  the  customs,  during  those  foar 
years,  will  be  realized  for  the  yeara  1822,  1823,  and 
1824,  yet,  under  the  uncertainty  ariaing  from  the 
view  already  given,  they  consider  it  more  aafia  to  m> 
sume  a  less  amount,  and  therefore  aubmit  the  follow- 
ing statement  of  receipts  and  expenditurea  aa  one 
which  they  have  full  confidence  may  be  relied  upon 
for  1822,  1823,  and  1824. 

Receipts. 

Customs $17,000,000 

Land,  (per  report  of  Secretary,)      -        -  2,500,000 

Bank  dividends 420,000 

PosUf  e  and  incidental  .        -        -        -  300,000 


$20,120,000 


17,166,328  I 


Expenditures  for  those  years. 

Civil,  miscellaneous,  and  dip- 
lomatic      -        .        .        ■  $1,750,000 
I  Civilizing  Indians  -        •         39,000 


$1,779,000 
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Military  Department,  to  wit.- 
Arming  militia         -        -        -  #200,000 
Indian  annuities       .        -        -     152,000  -" 

Revolationary  penaiona    -  1,200,000  n^ ■- 

InTalid  pewiona       -         -         -     300,000  .  ' 

Fortificationa  -        -        -        -     400,000 
Indian  Department  -        •     170,000 

National  armories    .         -         -     360,000 
Cannon,  abot,  and  abella  -       50,000 

Araenais  ....       30,000 

Army  proper,  (including  the  ord- 
nance aervire  and  the  Mili 
tery  Academy  at  Weat  Point,) 
estimated,  agreeably  to  the 
bill  which  has  pasbed  the 
Houae,  at  ita  utmost  amount, 
to  coat  ...  2,000,000 

4,862.000 

Naval,  including  $500,000  per  annum,  for 
the  gradual  increase  of  the  Navy, 
amounting,   agreeably  to  the  estimate 

for  1821,  to 2,928,676 

Public  debt,  (aee  report,)  -         -        -     5,4n,000 

115,046,676 

leaving  a  surplus  of  $5,673,324  per  annum,  from  which 
will  be  deducted  the  intereat  on  any  loan  that  may  be 
authorized  during  the  present  year. 

The  preceding  view  will  show  that  the  committee, 
in  answer  to  the  second  question,  to  wit :  "  Whether 
•ny  measnrea  are  neceasary  to  increase  the  revenue  V 
are  of  opinion  that  the  revenue  is  amply  adequate  to 
the  expenses  of  the  Government,  and,  of  course,  that 
no  measure  fur  its  increase  is  necessary. 

To  the  third  resolution,  to  wit :  *'  Is  it  expedient  to 
prohibit  or  impose  additional  dutiea  on  the  importation 
of  foreign  spirits,  and  to  impose  an  excise  on  domestic 
spirits  V  the  committee  answer,  that  the  revenue  from 
imported  spirits  amounted  in  1818  to  $2,646,486,  and 
in  the  year  1819  to  the  sum  of  $1,959,125;  and  it  is 
believed  that  that  of  the  year  1820  will  not  amount  to 
the  sum  received  in  1819.  But  the  committee  are  of 
opinion  that  the  imposition  of  an  excise,  at  this  time 
of  extreme  distress,  would  be  unwise,  and  is  not  de- 
manded by  the  condition  of  the  Treaaury  ;  and  that, 
if  imposed,  it  would  be  difficult  to  collect ;  and,  if  col- 
lected,  it  would,  in  some  parts  of  the  Union,  be  in 
paper  little  available  to  the  Treasury.  They  there- 
fore submit  their  opinion  againat  any  immediate  im- 
position of  an  excise  on  domestic  spirits,  or  of  any 
new  duty  on,  or  prohibition  of,  the  importation  of  for- 
eign apirits. 

The  committee  have  thus  far  confined  themselves  to 
the  answering  of  the  three  resolutions  referred  to  them, 
they  have,  however,  deemed  it  not  improper,  whilst  on 
the  subject,  to  submit  their  views  of  the  financial  state 
of  the  Treasury. 

The  demands  on  the  Treaaury,  necessary  to  com- 
plete the  payments  for  the  year  1820,  are — 
For  civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous    $855,905  00 
Public  debt  -         -         -         •         -  2,076,913  15 

Mississippi  stock  ....       571,827  57 

Navy  Department,  (report  of  the  2l8t 

December.) 1,110,000  00 

War  Department,  agreeably  to  a  letter 

from    the    Secretary,    dated    31st  of 

January,  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 

and  Means   «,jr»_  -       $692,285  75 


From  which  muKt  be 
deducted,  agreeably 
to  the  aame  letter,  the 
amount  of  money  in 
the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer,  aa  agent 
for  that  Department, 
on  the  lat  of  Janu- 
ary, the  sum  of 


251.565  30 


From  which    ia  to    be 

deducted — 
Amount  of  money  in 

the  Treasury  on  the 

Ist  day  of  January    $1,076,271    18 
Leas  the  notes  of  insol- 
vent   banks,    which 

will  not  be  available 

during    the   present 

year        -         -        -         600,000  00 


$440,720  45 


5,055.366  17 


Leaving  of  available  funds  in  the  Trea- 
aury, on  the  Ist  of  January       •         -       476,371    18 


Balance  againat  the  Treaaury,  on  the 

lat  day  of  the  present  year       -         -  $4,579,094  99 


The  committee  believe  the   above  atatement  to  be 
accurate,  and  that  the  balance  againat  the  Treaaury 
on  the  first  day  of  the  preaent  year  amounted  to  the 
sum  of  $4,579,094  99;  that  balance  will,  it  is  believed 
by  your  committee,  be  reduced   by  retrenchment  in 
expenditures,  as  already  stated,  to  an  amount  not  less 
than  one  and  a  half  million,  which  will  reduce  the  ac- 
tual deficit  to  be  provided  for  to  the  aum  of  three  mil- 
lions seventy-nine  thousand  ninety-four   dollars  and 
ninety. nine  cents ;  say   three    millions    seventy-nine 
thousand    and    ninety-four   dollara   and    ninety-nine 
cenU.     But  if  the   estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury    should    prove   correct,    to   wit  :    'J'hat  the 
customs  of   1821  will  produce  only  fourteen  millions, 
then  the  two  yeara  will  show  the  following  result : 
Deficit,  OS  above,  on  the  1st  January     $4,579,094  99 
Ezccas  of  expensea  over  receipla  in  the 
year  1821,  estimated  on  the  demanda 
made  by  the  aeveral  Departments,  con- 
formably with  the  existing  laws  •     854.017  00 


$5,433,111  99 
From  which  deduct  amount  of  expected 
retrenchment 1,500,000  00 


$3.9.13.111  99 


The  item  of  $864,017  will  be  found  in  the  differ- 
ence of  $1,005,328  between  the  SecreUry's  estimates 
of  the  receipts  from  customs  in  the  year  1821.  and  that 
of  your  committee;  from  which  muat  be  deducted  the 
excess  of  receipU  over  expenditures  of  $151,311.  in 
the  view  they  have  taken  above  of  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  of  1821,  which  will  leave  the  item  of 
$864,017. 

In  this  laat  view,  bottomed  on  the  eatimate  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  for  the  receipts  in  the  pre- 
sent year,  there  sppears  to  be  an  actual  deficit  in  the 
two  years  of  1820  and  1821  of  $5,433,111  99,  from 
which  the  committee  believe  that  there  may  be  deduct. 
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ed  for  retrenchment  $1,500,000,  which  will  leave  the 
sum  of  $3,933,111  99  to  be  provided  for. 

The  committee  have  deemed  it  proper  to  give  to  the 
House  these  two  views  of  the  subject  If  the  es- 
timates of  the  Secretary  of  $14,000,000  from  the  cus- 
toms should  prove  correct,  the  amount  to  be  provided 
for  will  be,  as  already  atated,  $3,933,1 1 1  99. 

If  that  of  your  committee  should  appear  to  the 
Houae  as  one  to  be  relied  upon,  then  the  amount  to  be 
provided  fur  will  be  $3,079,094  99.  The  committee 
ask  leave  to  observe  that  a  more  accurate  view  of 
the  actual  amount  to  be  provided  for  will  be  taken  by 
your  committee,  if  the  appropriation  bills  shall  pass  in 
time  to  afford  the  opportunity. 

The  House  have  been  correctly  informed  by  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treaaury.  that  it  requires  time  to  trana- 
fer  the  money  received  in  the  Western  States  and  in 
Louisiana,  to  the  Treaaury,  for  which  the  Secretary 
asks  the  aid  of  $600,000 ;  that  difficulty  will,  in  the 
opinion  of  your  committee,  be  surmounted  by  the 
amount  of  appropriations  which  will  remain  unclaimed 
at  the  expiration  of  the  present  year.  The  unclaimed 
demands  of  appropriationa  at  the  expiration  of  each 
year  have,  on  an  average  of  years,  amounted  to  about 
three  millions  of  dollars;  but,  as  the  appropriationa 
for  the  present  year  will  be  of  a  kind  that  will  be  called 
for  to  a  greater  proportionate  amount  than  those  of 
former  years,  it  would  be  unsafe  to  calculate  on  a 
larger  amount  than  that  which  would  afford  the  time 
neceasary  to  draw  the  funds  from  the  States  mentioned  ; 
but  to  that  amount,  say  six  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
and  to  meet  unforeseen  demands  on  the  Treasury,  the 
committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  appropriations  un- 
expended at  the  end  of  the  present  year  will  be  amply 
adequate,  and  therefore  they  do  not  recommend  any 
provuion  therefor. 

The  House  will  duly  appreciate  the  difficulties  under 
which  the  committee  have  acted,  and  will  pardon  unin- 
tentional errors,  if  any.  The  committee  will  only  add, 
that  they  have  used  every  exertion  in  their  power  to 
arrive  at  a  correct  view  of  the  important  subjects  sub- 
mitted to  their  consideration.  All  which  they  respect- 
fully submit. 

REDUCTION  OF  SALARIES. 

Mr.  CuLBRETH,  frotD  the  cotumittee  appointed 
on  the  13th  ultimo,  to  inquire  if  any,  and  what, 
salaries  in  the  civil  department  may  be  reduced, 
consistently  with  the  public  interest,  reported  a 
bill  to  reduce  the  salaries,  and  fix  a  maximum  of 
the  compensation  of  certain  officers  and  other  per- 
sons employed  in  the  civil  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Union.     The  bill  is  as  follows : 

Beit  enacted,  4rc.,  That,  in  lieu  of  the  aalaries  now 
allowed  by  law  to  the  following  officers,  and  other  per- 
sons, employed  in  the  civil  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment, there  shall  be  paid  to  them,  quarterly,  the  fol- 
lowing annual  salariea,  respectively,  and  no  more; 
that  is  to  say,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  five  thousand 
dollars;  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  five  thou- 
sand dollars ;  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  five  thousand 
dollars ;  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  five  thousand 
dollars ;  to  the  Attorney  General,  three  thousand  dol- 
lara; to  the  Postmaster  General,  three  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars;  to  the  Assistant  Postmaster  General, 
and  additional  Aasistant  Postmaster  General,  each 
two  thousand  dollars ;  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 


Navy  Board,  each  three  thousand  dollars ;  to  the  Na- 
val  Constructors,  each  two  thousand  dollars ;  to  the 
First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  three  thousand 
dollars ;  o  the  Librarian,  one  thouaand  dollara ;  to 
the  Commissitiner  of  the  Public  Buildings,  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollara;  to  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Patent  Office,  one  thousand  dollars ;  to  the  clerk 
of  the  Attorney  General,  five  hundred  dollars;  to  the 
clerk  of  the  Comraiasioner  of  the  Public  Buildinga, 
five  hundred  dollars :  and  to  the  clerk  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Patent  Office,  five  hundred  dollars. 

Sic.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sals- 
riea  of  each  of  the  officera  and  clerks  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representativca,  and  of  each  and  every 
other  officer,  clerk,  or  other  person,  employed  in  any 
of  the  public  offices,  at  the  Seat  of  Government,  not 
herein  particularly  designated,  shall  be  reduced  twenty 
per  centum  from  the  respective  amounts  now  allowed 
by  law. 

Skc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  whenever 
the  annual  salariea  and  other  compensation  or  emolu- 
ments, now  allowed  by  law  to  each  or  any  of  the  fol- 
lowing officers,  sAer  deducting  therefrom  the  neces- 
sary expenditures  incident  to  their  respective  offices, 
shall  exceed  the  following  sums  :  that  is  to  say,  to  the 
Collectors  of  the  Customs,  four  thousand  dollars ;  to 
the  Naval  Officers,  three  thousand  dollars ;  to  the 
Surveyors  of  the  Customs,  two  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  ;  to  the  Registers  of  the  Land  Offices,  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars;  to  the  Receivers  of 
Public  Moneys  at  the  several  Land  Offices,  two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars — the  several  surplusses  shall 
be  accounted  for,  and  paid  by  them,  respectively,  to 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  Statea:  Provided,  aiwayt. 
That  nothing  herein  contained  ahall  be  construeuto 
extend  to  fines,  forfeitures,  and  penalties,  under  the 
revenue  laws  of  the  United  Statea. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sala- 
ries of  Military  and  Naval  Storekeepers  shall  be  lim- 
ited not  to  exceed  six  hundred  dollars  each. 

Sxc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  opera- 
tion of  this  act  shall  commence  and  take  effect  from 
and  after  the  fourth  day  of  March  next,  and  that  so 
much  of  any  and  every  act,  heretofore  pasaed  upon 
the  subject,  as  is  inconsistent  with,  or  repugnant  to 
the  provisions  herein  contained,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  repealed,  from  and  after  that  date. 

SOUTH  AMERICAN  STATES. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  General  Appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Cljly  moved  the  amendment,  which  he  a 
few  days  ago  intimated  it  to  be  his  intention  to 
propose  to  the  bill,  and  was  as  follows: 

"  For  an  outfit  and  one  year's  salary  to  such  Minis- 
ter as  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  may  send  to  any  Government  of 
South  America,  which  haa  eatablished  and  is  main- 
taining ita  independency  on  Spain,  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing $18,000." 

Mr.  Ci^Y  followed  his  motion  with  a  speech  of 
more  than  an  hour's  length  in  its  support. 

Mr.  Lowndes  submitted  briefly  the  reasons  why 
he  conceived  the  adoption  of  the  proposition  at 
this  time  inexpedient,  and  the  mode  oi  obtaining 
the  object  improper. 

[The  following  is  the  substance  of  the  remarks 
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made  by  Mr.  Robertson,  of  Kentucky,  on  the 
6th  and  9th  of  February,  on  the  motion  to  appro- 
priate eighteen  thousand  dollars  for  an  outfit  and 
salary  for  a  Minister  to  South  America.] 

I  regret  (said  Mr.  Robertson)  the  necessity 
which  impels  me  to  a  participation  in  this  discus- 
sion.    While  my  feelings  strongly  incline  me  to 
silence,  my  judgment  commands  rae,  in  self-justi- 
fication, to  obtrude  on  your  patience  a  brief  expla- 
nation of  the  reasons  which  influence  my  vote. 
If  I  could  support  the  motion,  I  would  be  content 
with  a  siient  affirmative;  but,  feeling  it  my  duty 
to  oppose  it,  it  is  proper,  and  perhaps  necessary, 
that  i  should  vindicate  myself,  lest  some  persons, 
recollecting  the  vote  which  I  gave  last  Winter  on 
the  South  American  resolution,  and,  not  under- 
standing the  intent  and  import  of  that  vote,  and 
the  operation  of  that  which  I  am  now  required  to 
give,  might  charge  me  with  inconsistency — with 
dereliction  of  principle,  or  the  influence  of  motives 
inconsistent  with  the  character  which,  if  I  have 
earned,  I  am  unwilling  to  lose. 

Whatever  my  conduct  on  the  subject  might  (if 
unexplained)  indicate,  to  those  who  do  not  under- 
stand the  real  character  of  the  resolution  of  last 
session,  and  the  tendency  of  this  motion,  or  who 
will  not  analzye  them,  I  flatter  myself  that  all  who 
will  take  the  pains  to  comprehend  them  fully,  will 
see  in  it  consistency  instead  of  inconsistency — 
constancy  to  principle,  instead  of  any  aberration 
from  it,  and  a  just  attention  to  my  own  constitu- 
tional rights  and  duties,  instead  of  an  encroach- 
ment, either  wanton  or  inadvertent,  on  those  of  a 
co-ordinate  department  of  the  Government. 

However  paradoxical  it  may  appear  to  a  super- 
ficial observer,  yet,  I  feel  a  strong  confidence  that 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  design  and  effects  of 
the  two  propositions  will,  while  it  approves  the 
vote  which  I  gave  on  the  resolution,  maintain  the 
propriety  of  that  which  I  shall  give  on  this  mo- 
lion,  and  show,  not  only  that  both  will  be  excusa- 
ble, but  right,  and  that  the  latter  is  required  by  a 
regard  as  well  to  consistency  as  propriety. 

I  have  not  changed  any  opinion  whicn  I  enter- 
tained last  Winter,  in  relation  to  this  subject,  nor 
am  I  less  animated  now  by  the  feelings  and  wishes 
which  I  then  cherished.  But  I  think  that  the  re- 
solution then,  and  the  motion  now,  are  radically 
different 

The  motives  which  recommended  the  adoption 
of  the  former,  cannot  be  connected  with  the  latter ; 
indeed  they  will  not  justify  it.  They  do  not  even 
exist.  All  the  ends  which  the  resolution  was  de- 
sired to  produce,  have  been  accomplishe'd.  If 
this  motion  be  intended  for  the  same  purposes,  it 
is  unnecessary ;  if,  for  others,  they  are  ascertained 
to  be  either  impracticable  or  uncoastitutional  in 
their  operation.  Wherefore,  I  believe  that,  while 
the  resolution  was  justified  by  the  ends  it  was  in- 
tended to  answer,  this  motion  is  indefensible  by 
the  same  consideration,  or  by  any  argument  of 
expediency  or  constitutionality.  This  1  expect  to 
show.  The  one  was  auxiliary,  the  other  will  be 
ittffclerogatory  or  coercive. 

^r^  not  mean  to  say  that  such  is  the  object  of 
tklTibotion,  but  that  such  must  and  will  be  its  op- 


eration and  construction.  And  this  is  confirmed, 
not  only  by  the  nature  of  the  proposition,  but  by 
some  traits  of  the  eloquent  speech  just  concluded 
by  my  colleague  (Mr.  Clay)  in  support  of  his 
motion.  The  only  feature  which  I  shall  now  take 
notice  of,  is  his  declaration,  that  "  the  resolution  of 
last  session  was  an  expression  of  public  sentiment 
which  no  monarch  in  Europe  would  ever  have 
dared  to  disregard." 

This  indicates  that  he  is  surprised  that  the  reso- 
lution did  not  induce  the  President  to  recognise 
the  Patriots,  and  that  he  intends,  by  this  motion, 
(if  adopted,)  to  urge  him  still  more  persuasively 
to  do  what  he  is  unwilling  to  do.     This  would  be 
a  reasonable  inference  from  the  remark.     Yet  I 
hope  such  a  construction  was  not  intended ;  be- 
cause it  argues  a  spirit  of  dictation  and  unconsti- 
tutional coercion ;  and  I  am  sure  that  such  a  sen- 
timent was  not  only  not  expressed  last  Winter,  but 
was  disavowed;  and  I  am  equally  sure  that,  if  it 
had  not  been  disavowed,  the  resolution  could  not 
have  been  adopted.     The  tone  of  the  speech  made 
at  the  last  session,  in  favor  of  the  resolution,  by  its 
mover,  was  materially  diflferent  from  that  which 
characterizes  the  one  which  he  first  made  to-day 
in  support  of  his  motion.     Then,  he  announced 
his  object  only  to  be  an  abstract  expression  of  our 
sympathies  with  the  Patriots,  lor  their  encourage- 
ment, and  of  our  will  for  relief  to  the  Executive : 
and  he  positively  disavowed  any  wish  that  it  should 
be  construed  into  dictation  or  even  a  recommen- 
dation to  the  President.     Now  he  seems  to  con- 
sider it   as  an   enunciation  of  public  sentiment 
which  the  President  was  bound  to  obey;   and, 
consequentlv,  that   its   reiteration   now   may   be 
coercive.     Although  this  discrepancy  will  tend  to 
show  the  reasons  of  my  vote  last  session  and  now, 
yet  I  regret  that  it  has  occurred  ;  because  the  de- 
sign which  it  might  indicate,  in  my  colleague,  is 
inconsistent  with  the  elevation  of  character  which 
so  pre-eminently  distinguishes  him,  and  the  candor 
anddisinterestednesswhichhaveso  signally  marked 
his  political  career.     1  wish  not  to  be  misunder- 
stood.    I  do  not  intend  to  intimate  that  he  has 
any  other  object  than  what  he  has  announced.     I 
am  not  willing  to  suspect  him  for  any  other.     But 
others,  less  friendly  to  him,  when  they  observe  the 
tone  of  his  speech,  delivered  to-day,  and  its  discor- 
dancy with  that  of  last  Winter,  and  examine  the 
characterand  effect  of  his  motion,  might  apprehend 
that  the  motives  which  stimulate  his  efforts  are 
not  such  as  become  him,  or  ought  to  be  encouraged. 
Before  I  state  my  objections  to  the  proposed  ap- 
propriation, and  the  circumstances  which  distin- 
fiish  it  from  the  resolution  adopted  last  Winter, 
must  notice  the  speech  to-day,  for  another  pur- 
pose.    It  intimated  that  the  vote  on  this  motion 
will  be  a  test  of  the  feelings  of  this  House  towards 
the  Patriots,  and  of  its  opinions  on  the  subject  of 
their  recognition.     This  might  have  been  one  of 
the  effects  of  the  resolution — but  this  motion  can- 
not draw  the  line  between  the  friends  of  the  Pat- 
riots and  their  enemies  ;  because,  however  friendly 
we  may  be  to  the  success  of  the  Patriots,  we  can- 
not do  them  any  service  by  the  adoption  of  the 
motion.     Whatever  we  may  think  about  their  re- 
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cognition,  we  cannot  recognise  by  any  vote  we 
can  give  :  and  because  this  motion  will  oe  opposed 
on  grounds  which  have  no  connexion  with  our 
feelings  or  opinions  in  regard  to  the  South  Amer- 
ican struggle.  Besides,  in  regard  to  myself,  I 
must  say  that  I  feel  as  much  solicitude  for  the  in- 
dependence of  Spanish  America  now  as  I  ever 
did  ;  and  I  have  given  some  evidence  of  the  deep 
interest  I  have  felt  on  that  subject.  While  I  am 
not  an  enthusiast  or  madman  on  that  interesting 
subject,  I  have  no  doubt  that  I  feel  as  sincere  and 
patriotic  an  anxiety  about  the  ultimate  results  of 
the  great  struggle  in  South  America  as  any  pru- 
dent or  rational  man  does  or  ought  to  feel,  in  this 
House  or  this  nation.  It  is,  indeed,  as  it  has  been 
so  feelingly  denominated  by  its  distinguished  ad- 
vocate, (Mr.  Clay,)  "a  great,  a  glorious  cause." 
It  is  a  cause  interesting  to  all  mankind,  and  pecu- 
liarly so  to  the  votaries  of  freedom :  a  cause  on  the 
issue  of  which  are  staked  the  dearest  rights  of  the 
civilized  community.  In  such  a  cause  the  people 
of  this  country  are  not,  cannot  be  indifferent.  No, 
sir ;  they  feel  a  deep  and  lively  interest  in  every 
incident  of  its  progress.  No  one  is  more  gratified 
than  I  am  with  the  intelligence  of  the  splendid 
conquest  of  Lima  by  Cochrane,  just  announced 
with  such  inspiring  eloquence  by  my  colleague.  I 
hope  that  it  may  be  true,  and  that  the  principles  of 
enlightened  liberty  may  march  onward  and  tri- 
umphantly in  the  South,  until  they  shall  have  ex- 
tirpated every  remnant  of  royalty,  superstition,  and 
despotic  hierarchy,  and  until  the  whole  population 
of  Spanish  America  shall  not  only  achieve  their 
independence,  but  establish  civil  institutions,  habits, 
and  manners,  adapted  to  secure  to  themselves  and 
their  posterity  the  full  fruition  of  all  the  blessings 
of  free  government  and  free  religion.  This  is  a 
consummation  most  devoutly  to  be  desired  by  all 
philanthropists  of  the  world,  whatever  may  be  the 
variousspeculationsabout  the  capacity  of  the  South 
American  Spaniards  to  sustain  free  and  liberal  in- 
stitiuions  until  they  shall  have  become  more  en- 
lightened in  the  principles  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty ;  and  I  pray  that  it  may  soon  be  effected, 
and  that  the  day  may  not  be  distant  when  the 
whole  South  American  population  mav  be  seen 
worshipping  as  freemen,  in  the  temple  oi  freedom, 
and  bowing  as  Christians  at  the  altar  of  a  Chris- 
tian Qod.  No  man,  in  his  sober  senses,  feels  more 
anxiety  for  such  a  result  than  I  do — not  only  on 
account  of  its  beneficent  effects  on  the  people  of 
the  South,  but  also  on  account  of  the  magic  im- 
pulsion it  would  give  to  the  people's  cause,  in  "  the 
great  moral  battle"  in  which  the  present  genera- 
tion are  engaged,  by  encouraging,  and  inspiring, 
and  invigorating  the  friends  of  human  rights 
throughout  the  world. 

But,  whatever  may  be  my  feelings,  my  wishes, 
or  my  prayers,  in  so  good  and  so  great  a  cause,  I 
do  not  consider  myself  permitted,  by  considera- 
tions of  duty  or  prudence,  to  express  them  in  this 
appropriation  bill.  I  can  see  no  desirable  or  Con- 
stitutional purpose  to  be  effected  by  the  success  of 
the  motion ;  and  I  think  I  can  see  a  mischievous 
tendency  in  it. 

If  we  could,  by  such  an  effort,  achiere  the  in- 


dependence of  Spanish  America,  or  even  render  it 
any  essential  service,  without  transcending  our 
authority,  or  endangering  our  own  safety,  I  would 
be  one  of  the  last  men  in  this  House  to  refuse  or 
withhold  my  approbation  and  roost  cordial  sup- 
port. I  would  act  with  as  much  decision  and 
alacrity  as  would  become  so  good  a  purpose.  But, 
if  those  who  advocate  the  motion  think  that  its 
success  will  contribute  to  accomplish,  or  even  fa- 
cilitate, the  enfranchisement  of  South  America,  or 
that  it  is  prudent,  or  safe,  or  Constitutional,  for  us 
to  adopt  it  for  that  purpose,  or  any  other  which  it 
can  effect.  I  think  they  will  find,  on  a  careful  ex- 
amination of  the  whole  subject,  that  they  are  mis- 
taken, and  that  the  only  tendency  of  the  measure 
(if  it  have  any)  will  be  to  distract  our  own  coun- 
cils, or  embarrass  and  coerce  a  co-ordinate  depart- 
ment of  the  Government. 

If  the  ends  designed  to  be  effected  by  the  vote 
of  last  session,  be  the  only  ones  which  the  motion 
to  appropriate  is  intended  to  accomplish,  there  can 
be  no  necessity  to  adopt  it  I  see  nothing  to  be 
gained  by  it.  The  avowed  purposes  of  Congres- 
sional interposition  have  been  accomplished.  The 
opinions  and  feelings  which  prompted  me  to  vote 
for  the  resolution  oi  last  session,  and  which  I  still 
cherish,  do  not  require  me  to  vote  for  this  motion  ; 
and,  when  I  look  at  the  inevitable  tendency  of  the 
motion,  if  adopted,  (and  if  it  shall  have  any  effect 
at  all,)  I  feel  sure  that  it  is  inconsistent  with  the 
opinions,  and  motives,  and  purposes,  avowed  last 
session.  I  then  went  as  far  as  I  thought  I  had  a 
right  to  go,  and  as  far  as  I  intended  to  go;  I  can- 
not be  lured  or  forced  any  farther. 

I  acted  last  W^inter  under  the  influence  of  the 
motives  and  for  the  purposes  then  avowed  by  the 
advocates  of  the  resolution  ;  and,  if  any  others  had 
been  avowed,  especially  such  as  I  fear  will  be  im- 
puted to  this  motion.  I  would  not,  I  could  not, 
have  supported  the  resolution.  I  cannot  with  cer- 
tainty say  what  were  the  motives  of  all  those  who 
constituted  the  majority  on  that  resolution,  but  I 
hazard  nothing  in  speaking  of  those  whicn,  and 
which  alone,  were  avowed,  and  those  which  were 
disavowed  ;  which  avowals  and  disavowals  I  then 
thought,  and  still  believe,  influenced,  if  not  all,  at 
least  a  majority  of  those  with  whom  I  then  co- 
operated. And  I  believe  I  will  be  supported  by 
the  recollection  of  those  who  were  here  at  the  last 
session,  when  I  say  that  those  avowals  and  disa- 
vowals indicated  a  policy  and  a  purpose  which  did 
not  recommend  any  ulterior  measure  on  our  part, 
and  which  will  not  justify  it  now.  I  shall,  thexe- 
fore,  advert  to  the  declarations  of  last  session,  and 
to  the  character  and  effects  of  the  appropriation 
proposed,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  not  only  that 
the  course  I  am  about  to  pursue  is  consistent  and 
defensible,  but  that  it  is  the  only  one  which  can 
be  in  consonance  with  the  motives  and  purposes 
which  were  announced  at  the  last  session,  and 
under  the  influence  of  which  I  then  acted,  and 
shall  still  act 

The  Executive  is,  by  the  Constitution,  vested 
with  the  exclusive  power  to  nominate  and  to  re- 

Iceive  foreign  Ministers.     It  will  not   be  denied 
that,  in   the  exercise  of  this  highly  responsible 
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power,  he  should  be  free  and  independoDt,  and 
that,  so  far  as  he  is  the  depository  of  power,  he, 
and  he  alone,  should  exert  it ;  and  that  he,  and  he 
alone,  is  responsible  for  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
exerted.  No  one  department  of  the  Government 
should  embarrass,  dictate  to,  or  control  any  other, 
in  the  exercise  of  its  Constitutional  rights  and  du- 
ties. This  is  the  theory  of  the  Constitution,  and 
a  due  and  uniform  adherence  to  its  maxims  is  ne- 
cessary tu  the  preservation  of  the  Constitution  it- 
self. Whenever  any  department  is  under  the  in- 
fluence of  any  other,  either  openly  or  covertly  ex- 
ercised, the  checks  and  balances  of  the  Constitu- 
tion are  destroyed,  aud  there  is  danger  of  a  virtual 
metamorphosis  of  the  Government,  by  a  concen- 
tration of  powers  which  are  distributed  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  prevent  such  a  tendency,  if  exer- 
cised honestly  and  independently  by  their  Con- 
stitutional depositories. 

In  the  exercise  of  the  power  to  nominate  Minis- 
ters, therefore,  the   President  should   not  be  in- 
structed or  awed  by  the  House  of  Representatives. 
This  view  will  show  that  the  resolution  of  last 
session  could  not  have  been  intended  to  have  any 
coercive  or  dictatorial  operation  or  construction. 
But  this  idea  is  fortified  by  the  avowals  and  disa- 
vowals made  by  its  mover  and  others  who  advo- 
cated it.     It  was  adopted  in  the  spirit  of  confi- 
dence in  the  Executive,  and  of  co-operation  with 
biin,   and  acquiescence   in   whatever  course   he 
might,  in  the  exercise  of  his  own  discretion  and 
more  informed  judgment,  think  it  most  expedient 
to  pursue,  and  not  in  a   tone  of  dictation,  or  for 
the  purpose  of  changing  his  opinion,  or  relaxing 
his  resolution.     It  was  not  intended  even  to  whis- 
per advice,  otherwise  those  who  voted  for  it  would 
have  transcended   their  authority,   because   this 
House  is  not,  and  ought  not  to  be,  the  adviser  of 
the  Executive.     Doubts  were  said  to  exist  whether 
the  President  was  not  deterred  from  sending  a 
Minister  to  Spanish  America,  by  an  apprehension 
that  public  sentiment  would  not  sustain  him,  and 
that  this  House  would  refuse  an  appropriation.     It 
was  also  urged  that  the  President  had  not  the 
right  to  recognise  the  independence  of  anew  Gov- 
ernment without  the  assent  of  this  House  as  well 
as  of  the  Senate ;  and  this  is  ray  own  opinion. 
For  the  purpose,  then,  of  giving  him  a  pledge  that 
public  opinion  would  be  with  him,  and  that  we 
would  give  him  the  money,  provided  he,  with  all 
the  information  he  possessed,  should  think  it  expe- 
dient to  send  a  Minister,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  our  assent  to  recognition,  as  far  as  we  were 
or  might  be  concerned  in  it,  and  not  to  command, 
or  even  recommend  it,  the  resolution  was  intro- 
duced  and    adopted.     It   was   intended   only    to 
strengthen,  embolden,  and  disembarrass  the  Presi- 
dent, by  an  assurance  of  our  support,  and  not  to 
censure  or  persuade.     As  far  as  the  subject  of  re- 
cognition was  afiected,  these,  1  affirm,  without 
fear  of  contradiction,  were  the  objects,  and  only 
objects,  of  the  resolution.     At  least,  they  were  the 


only  ones  that  influenced  me,  and  the  only  ones 
that  were  avowed,  and  I  assert  that  all  others  were 
positively  disavowed.  I  would  have  opposed  the 
resolution  if  IJiad  suspected  that  it  was  intended 


to  have,  or  could  have,  either  in  construction  or 
operation,  any  other  efi*ect  on  the  Executive  than 
a  simple  declaration  that  we  were  willing  to  ap- 
propriate money,  and  to  support  and  co-operate 
with  him,  if  he,  acting  alone  on  his  own  opinion 
and  his  own  responsibility,  should  think  fit  to  send 
a  Minister  to  Spanish  America,  and  that  we  gave 
our  assent  to  recognition,  leaving  him  free  to  dis- 
charge his  power,  in  relation  to  it,  in  his  own 
way,  and  according  to  his  own  wishes  and  opin- 
ion. And  I  venture  to  say,  that,  if  any  other  de- 
sign had  not  been  disavowed,  the  resolution  would 
have  been  rejected. 

All  that  I  intended,  and  all  that  I  believe  the 
majority  intended,  by  the  vote  of  last  session,  so 
far  as  the  subject  of  recognition  was  concerned, 
was  to  say  to  the  Executive :  "  We  do  not  know 
what  you  are  willing  to  do  towards  the  Patriots ; 
we  do  not  even  pretend  to  know  or  to  say  what 
you  ought  to  do ;  but,  lest  you  may  be  embar- 
rassed by  doubts  as  to  public  opinion,  we  inform 
you,  that  we  will  be  content  it  you,  with  all  the 
information  you  have,  determine  to  recognise  their 
independent  existence ;  and,  so  far  as  we  may 
have  a  ri^ht  to  participate  with  you  in  the  exer- 
cise of  this  high  power,  we  give  our  assent  to 
any  act  you  may  do,  having  confidence  that  any 
decision  made  by  your  discretion  and  wisdom, 
will  be  a  correct  one  ;  but  we  do  not  wish  you  to 
understand  that  we  advise  you  to  any  particular 
course.  You  must  act  on  your  own  information 
and  responsibility  ;  we  will  furnish  you  with  the 
means." 

Sir,  this  was  the  language  used  in  debate,  and 
his  was  the  language  of  those  who  adopted  the 
esolution.     P'orther  than  this  I  did  not  intend  to 
go — further  I  could  not  go. 

It  was  declared,  that  such  an  assurance  to  the 
Executive  was  one  object  of  the  resolution,  and 
that  another,  and  the  only  other,  was  to  give  en- 
couragement to  the  Patriots,  by  giving  them  some 
testimony  of  our  good  feelings  and  wish^  to- 
wards them.  It  was  said,  that  such  an  expression 
of  our  disposition  in  their  favor  would  have  a 
great  "  moral  eflect  "  in  their  struggle,  and  would 
animate  and  invigorate  them.  So  far  as  I  could 
produce  such  a  result  by  any  abstract  vote,  with- 
out entangling  ourselves  in  the  contest,  I  was 
glad  to  have  an  opportunity  to  do  it ;  and  with 
that  view,  in  addition  to  those  I  have  mention- 
ed, I  voted  for  the  resolution  with  pleasure  and 
alacrity. 

I  was  willing,  as  far  as  such  a  resolution  would 
operate  on  the  spirits  of  the  Patriots,  to  inspire 
them  with  confidence,  and  stimulate  them  to  new 
and  more  vigorous  and  persevering  efforts.  But  I 
did  not  intend  to  pledge  the  United  States  to  re- 
cognise their  independence,  or  give  them  any  aid; 
nor  did  I  intend  to  make  any  appropriation  after 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  unless  it  should  be 
called  for  by  the  President ;  and,  although  the  re- 
solution itself  might  authorize  a  different  infer- 
ence, the  avowals  that  were  made,  and  the  nature 
of  the  objects  to  be  obtained  by  its  adoption,  will 
abundantly  show,  that  no  more  was  intended  by  it 
than  I  have  stated.     The  form  was  immaterial,  so 
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And  here  may  be  seen  the  ground  on  which  I 
feel  bound  to  oppose  the  appropriation.  If,  in- 
stead of  the  resolution  of  last  session,  the  motion 
had  been  made  which  is  now  offered,  or  if,  imme- 


that  the  ends  could  be  accomplished,  and  this  was  ' 
frequently  mentioned  in  argument.     Perhaps  the  [ 
form  was  liable  to  as  few  exceptions  as  any  other 
which  could  have  been  devised.     It  only  meant , 

togivesupporttotheExecutive,and encouragement  '  dialely  after  the  adoption  of  that  rKolution,  we 
to  the  Patriots  ;  we  had  no  right  or  motive  to  do  ;  had  been  asked  to  make  the  appropriation,  I  should, 
more.  I  trust  that  I  have  now  shown  satisfactorily  1  for  the  reasons  which  induce  me  to  vote  for  the 
the  character  and  intent  of  the  resolution  ;  and,  in  |  resolution,  have  given  su^  a  measure  my  entire 
doing  so,  I  flatter  myself  that  I  have  also  justified  i  assent  and  most  cheerful  support;  because  then  it 
the  support  which  I  gave  it,  by  exhibiting  the  ;  could  not  be  known  what  would  be  the  President's 
avowed  objects  of  its  adoption,  all  of  which  were  ;  determination  on  the  subject  of  the  mission,  and 
constitutionally  attainable,  and  right  and  proper,  \  it  was  immaterial,  as  was  alleged  in  deb^e,  whe- 
because  within  our  power,  and  well  intended.  I  ther  the  appropriation  preceded  the  nomination  of 

But  the  reasons  which  would  justify,  and  even  !  a  Minister,  or  the  nomination  the  appropriation. 

But  the  time  which  has  interlapsed  since  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution  has  given  us  indubitable 
evidence  of  the  course  of  policy  which  the  Presi- 
dent is  resolved  to  pursue.     The  motives,  there- 
fore, which  recommended   the  resolution  do  not 
exist,  and  I  can  see  no  object  to  be  attained  by  the 
appropriation,  unless  it  be  intended,  by  being  used 
as  the  echo  of  public  sentiment,  to  drive  the  Presi- 
dent from  the  course  of  policy  which  he  deems 
most  expedient,  and  has  determined  to  observe. 
If  we  could  reasonably  doubt  whether  the  Execu- 
tive has  resolved  not  to  send  a  Minister  to  South 
America,  or  whether  he  understood  the  resolution 
of  last  session,  or  whether  he  requires  an  appro- 
priation before  he  can  make  up  his  mind,  then  we 
should  have  some  pretext  for  making  the  appro- 
priation.    But  is  there  a  member  on  this  floor  who 
has  the  remotest  doubt  on  this  subject?    Can  any 
man  tell  me  that  he  is  not  convinced  that  the  Presi- 
dent does  not  intend  to  nominate  a  Minister  to  the 
South  ;  or  that  he  has  any  hope  ihat  he  intends  to 
do  so  on  the  event  of  an  appropriation  ;  or  that  he 
would  have  done  it  heretofore  if  an  appropriation 
had  been  made ;  or  that  he  wants  any  further  exr 

Eression  of  public  sentiment  than  that  which  he 
as  received  on  that  subject?    No,  sir;  we  have 
the  strongest  reasons  to  impress  the  conviction  that 
he  neither  expects  nor  wishes  an  appropriation ;  that 
he  needs  no  further  information  or  assistance  from 
and  that  if  we  had  made  an  appropriation  last 


render  necessary,  that  vote,  do  not  apply  to  the 
motion  now  under  consideration,  and  cannot  war- 
rant, but  do  forbid,  its  adoption  ;  because,  by  the 
resolution,  all  the  ends  have  been  achieved  which 
were  intended,  and  the  adoption  of  this  motion 
cannot  be  necessary  to  eflect  the  same  results,  but 
must  (if  it  have  any  practical  operation)  produce 
such  as  were  never  designed  before,  and  such  as 
we  have  no  right  to  attempt.     I  repeat,  that  the 
objects  of  the  resolution  were,  first,  to  animate 
the  Patriots   by   an    abstract  proposition   of  our 
wishes  for  their  success ;  and,  second,  to  inform 
the  President  of  our  willingness  to  support  him, 
as  far  as  we  had  the  power,  in  any  measure  which 
he,  in  his  own  opinion,  might  think  it  most  expe- 
dient to  adopt  towards  the  Patriots,  and  to  give  our 
assent  to  recognition,  as  far  as  it  might  be  suppos- 
ed that  we  had  a  right  to  act.     And  here  I  beg 
leave   to  say,  that  this  latter  consideration  had 
great  influence  on  my  vote.     I  did  think,  and  still 
do,  that  the  Executive  should  never  recognise  the 
independence  of  any  new  Grovernment  without  the 
assent  of  this  House.     It  would  not  be  p)ermissible 
for  me  here  to  make  an  argument  to  prove  the 
correctness  of  this  opinion.     I  will  only  observe, 
that  it  is  in  accordance  with  that  expressed  by  my 
colleague,  (Mr.  Clay,)  and  is  fortined  by  one  of 
the  ablest  arguments  of  one  of  the  most  enlight- 
ened statesmen  who  ever  adorned  this  country.    I 
will  inquire,  whether  this  doctrine  was  not  urged 
as  a  reason  why  it  was  our  duty  to  pass  the  reso- 
lution ?   Was  it  not  said,  that  the  Executive  could 
not,  would  not,  act  without  having  our  assent? 
I  will  now  appeal  to  the  author  of  the  resolution, 
and  of  the  motion  now  before  us,  to  say,  whether 
any  other  motives  for  the  adoption  of  his  resolu- 
tion were  avowed  than  those  I  have  mentioned, 
and  whether  all  others  were  not  disavowed  ?    I 
know  he  would  answer  affirmatively.   These  then 
are  the  reasons  which  rendered  proper  the  vote  of 
last  session ;  and  I  declare  that,  if  we  had  never 

Iet  passed  a  resolution  on  South  American  aflairs, 
would  now  vote  for  one  with  the  same  motives 
which  induced  me  to  vote  for  it  last  session.  But 
having,  by  the  adoption  of  that  resolution,  done 
all  that  was  necessary,  I  see  no  motive  to  do  any 
thing  more,  and  think  I  see  unanswerable  objec- 
tions to  an  attempt  to  go  farther  than  we  have 
eone.  By  going  further  we  have  no  desirable  or 
^gitimate  end  to  attain,  and  that  is  always  a  good 
objection  to  any  species  of  legislation.  But  this 
is  not  my  only  objection. 


us ; 

Winter  no  Minister  would  have  been  sent.  Did  we 
not,  by  the  resolution  which  was  adopted,  tell  him 
that  we  would  assent  to  recognition?     Did   he 
want  more,  if  he  had  been  disposed  to  send  a  Min- 
ister?   Is  it  usual  to  vote  an  appropriation  for  a 
mission  before  it  is  called  for  ?     Why,  then,  did 
he  not  send  a  Minister?    There  is  but  one  an- 
swer; it  is,  because  he  did  not  think  it  wise  and 
prudent  to  do  so.     He  has  called  for  an  appropria- 
tion for  an  outfit  for  a  Minister  to  France  to  suc- 
ceed Mr.  Gallatin.     Why  has  he  not  called  for 
one  for  a  Minister  to  South  America?     It  is,  be- 
cause he  intends  to  send  a  Minister  to  France,  and 
has  determined  not  to  send  one  to  South  America. 
Having,  then,  given  the  Executive  all  the  infor- 
mation and  assistance  which  were  necessary  to 
exempt  him  from  doubt  or  embarrassment,  as  far 
as  we  are  concerned,  and  knowing,  as  we  do,  that 
he  has,  after  having  carefully  considered  our  reso- 
tion  and  weighed  all  the  arguments  for  and  against 
a  mis.sion  to  the  South,  resolved  against  it,  I  would 
ask,  what  is  the  object  of  this  motion  ?     Is  it  to  in- 
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form  the  Patriots  of  public  ieeling  in  this  coun- 
try? We  have  done  \t;  and  it  is  not  necessary  or 
dignified  to  repeat  it  every  Winter.  Is  it  to  give 
assurance  of  our  support  to  the  Executive  ?  We 
have  done  it.  Is  it  to  recognise  the  independence 
of  any  of  the  South  American  provinces?  As 
far  as  we  have  any  power  on  that  subject,  we 
have  exercised  it.  All  these  ends  have  been 
effected  by  tbe  resolution  of  last  session. 

Then,  for  what  purpose  make  the  appropria- 
tion ?  I  hope  there  is  no  illegitimate  object.   But, 
whatever  the  object  be,  it  is  either  unnecessary  or 
unauthorized.    It  is  unnecessary,  if  it  be  no  other 
than  that  for  which  the  resolution  was  adopted. 
If  it  be  for  any  other,  I  repeat  that  it  is  not  only 
uocoQstitutional,  but  inconsistent  with  the  ends  of 
that  resolution.     For,  whatever  may  be  the  pur- 
poses intended  by  the  motion,  it  can  have  either 
no  effect,  or  a  coercive  one.     And  if  this  latter  be 
either  the  design  or  the  tendency  of  the  motion, 
even  those  who  are  most  anxious  to  have  the  Pat- 
riots acknowledged,  cannot,  if  they  itw^re  their 
own  Constitution,  and  understand  its  theory  and 
principles,  be  willing  that  such  an  end  should  be 
produced  by  such  means.     The  Constitution  has 
distributed  the  sovereign  power  among  three  de- 
partments ;  and  made  each  independent.     On  this 
distribution  of  power,  and  independence  of  its  de- 
positories, depend  the  preservation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  the  conservation  of  all  the  rights  which 
it  was  made  to  guard.    And  the  moment  one  de- 
partment can  successfully  encroach  on  and  con- 
trol, directly  or  indirectly,  either  of  tbe  others,  the 
equilibrium  of  the  Constitution  is  destroyed,  and 
its  theory  changed.    However  flattering  it  may  be 
to  our  pride,  that  the  Judiciary  should  decide,  and 
the  Executive  act,  in  all  cases  confided  to  their 
discretion,  exactly  as  we  wish,  or  as  we  would  do 
i(  we  had  the  power,  yet,  if  this  conformity  be  pro- 
ds^, not  by  their  own  uncontrolled  judgments, 
but  by  a  wish  to  gratify  us,  or  a  fear  of  offending 
us,  they  are  not  the  Ministers  of  the  Constitution, 
but  the  humble  instruments  of  our  own  will.     It 
is  just  as  improper  that  we  should  control  the  Ex- 
ecutive as  that  he  should  control  us.     We  should 
all  confine  ourselves  strictly  to  our  sphere,  and 
submit  cheerfully  to  the  conduct  of  each,  as  long 
as  it  is  within  the  scope  of  the  Constitution.     I  do 
not  fear  that  the  President  will  be  alarmed  by  this 
motion,  if  it  be  adopted,  into  an  abandonment  of 
the  policy  which  the  suggestions  of  his  own  judg- 
ment have  recommended  to  him.     If  he  should  be 
^  IS  unworthy  of  the  high  trust  confided  to  him! 
But  Its  tendency,  without  any  adequate  object, 
will  be  to  annoy  and  embarrass  him ;  and  the  ex- 
ample will  be  deleterious,  because  it  may,  in  worse 
times,  serve  as  a  precedent  to  sanction  similar 
measures,  intended  for  sinister  purposes,  (for  which 
this  is  not,)  and  crowned  with  fatal  success.    We 
should  never  countenance  any  measure,  however 
good  its  motives,  which  may  have  such  a  perni- 
cious tendency.     I  am  unwilling  to  believe  that 
any  one  here  will  vote  for  this  motion  in  the  hope 
that  it  will  «BBbarra5:s,  coerce,  or  reproach  the 
President.    But  I  think  that  all  will  acknowledge 
that,  if  it  shot^d  not  have  this  effect,  it  can  have 


none  all.     It  might,  indeed,  have  the  effect  of  ren- 
dering the  President  obnoxious  to  popular  resent- 
ment, by  showing  our  importunity  and  his  perti- 
nacity, and  by  implying  distrust  in  him,  and  re- 
proach for  the  course  which  he  pursues.     And  it 
may  have  the  further  effect  of  inducing  a  belief 
that  we  think  he  has  wantonly  disregarded  the 
voice  of  public  sentiment,  and  have  determined  to 
goad  him  with  it  until  he  shall  be  forced  to  obey 
it.     No  statesman  can  desire  such  consequences. 
Why,  then,  when  we  know  that  the   President 
does   not    intend   to  send  a  Minister,  are  we  re- 
quired to  make  an  appropriation?     And  this  he 
has  told  us,  by  his  conduct,  as  unequivocally  as 
the  plainest  language  could  speak.     For  reasons 
satisfactory  to  himself,  he  has,  on  his  own  respon- 
sibility, after  deliberating  on  our  resolution,  and 
consulting  the  lights  he  possesses,  and  carefully, 
and  no  doubt  anxiously,  weighing  the  whole  mat- 
ter, come  to  this  determination.     And,  however 
some  gentleman  may  regret  this  determijuition, 
we  cannot  control  it ;  we  should  not  attempt  it. 
We  have  discharged  our  duty  to  the  Patriots  and 
the  President ;  we  have  done  all  we  could  right- 
fully do;  we  agreed  to  make  an  appropriation,  if 
he  would  take  it ;  he  will  not  use  it.    What  more 
can  we,  should  we  do?     If  we  could  force  the 
President  to  recognition,  what  will  the  country 
gain  by  it ?     And  what  may  it  not  lose? 

I  would  dictate  to,  I  would  coerce  the  Execu- 
tive, or  any  other  man  or  men,  however  exalted, 
as  promptly  as  any  other  individual  would,  if  I 
had  the  right  to  do  it,  and  could  thereby  achieve 
any  desirable  end.  But  I  cannot  vote  for  a  prop- 
osition which  can  produce  no  practical  good,  and 
may  do  mischief  by  its  operation,  its  construction, 
or  its  example. 

I  have  another  objection  to  this  motion:  It  is, 
that  it  will  force  the  President,  when  the  bill  shall 
be  presented  to  him  for  his  signature,  either  to  re- 
ject the  whole  appropriation,  or,  by  his  signature, 
give  his  assent  to  this  appropriation  for  a  Minister. 
And,  in  the  latter  event,  he  might  be  supposed  to 
be  bound  to  send  a  Minister,  because  he  had  ap- 
proved an  appropriation  for  that  purpose.   Sir,  we 
act  on  our  own  responsibility;  let  the  President 
act  on  his.     I  am  not  willing  (if  I  had  the  power) 
to  take  it  from  him,  or  to  impose  any  more  on  him 
than  the  Constitution  imposes.    Let  him,  with  the 
exception  of  Constitutional  restraint,  and  that  of 
his  own  conscience  and  judgment,  be  as  free  as 
air.     It  is  our  interest  as  well  as  his  that  he  should 
be.     Let  us  attend  carefully  to  our  own  duties, 
and  enjoy  our  own  privileges,  and  permit  him  to 
enjoy  his  rights  and  discharge  his  duties  in  his 
own  way,  without  interference,  dictation,  or  an- 
noyance.    This  policy  is  safe  to  all.   Any  other  is 
dangerous.     If  we  repeatedly  press  this  subject  on 
the  Executive,  the  inference  will  be  that  we  do  it 
to  coerce  him. 

I  have  thus  crudely  endeavored  to  show  my  ob- 
jections to  this  motion,  and  the  consistency  of  my 
conduct.  My  opinions  may  be  wrong,  yet  they 
are  my  opinions,  and  may  justify  or  condemn  my 
course.  But  I  submit  it  to  the  candor  of  those 
who  hear  me  to  say,  whether  the  vote  I  gave  at  the 
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last  session,  and  that  which  I  shall  now  give,  are 
not  in  perfect  consonance,  and  whether  any  other 
course  would  not  be  incongruous?  Is  it  consist- 
ent with  the  vote  of  last  session  to  make  this  ap- 
propriation ?  We  gave  the  vote  last  Winter  for 
the  information  and  support  of  the  President,  and 
would  not  have  adopted  it  for  any  other  or  stronger 
purpose.  We  know  now  that  he  needs  no  further 
appropriation,  if  we  make  it.  How  can  we  con- 
sistently, then,  with  the  objects  of  the  vote  of  last 
session,  adopt  this  amendment? 

Sir,  the  appeal  which  has  been  just  made  to  us 
by  my  colleague,  (Mr.  Clay,)  is  as  sensibly  felt 
by  me  as  by  any  other  member  of  this  House ;  and 
no  one  would  promote  his  personal  interests,  or 
gratify  his  feelings,  where  it  could  be  done  con- 
sistently with  puolic  duty,  sooner  than  I  would. 
I  know  he  will  acknowledge  the  sincerity  of  this 
declaration.  He  is  not  without  proofs  of  it.  But 
whatever  may  be  my  inclinations,  personal  con- 
siderations must  ^ive  way  when  they  carry  me  to 
the  boundaries  of  my  power,  and  encroach  on  the 
confines  of  principle.  I  voted  with  my  colleague 
last  Winter,  for  the  reasons  which  I  have  men- 
tioned with  increased  pleasure,  because  I  was  aid- 
ing him  in  that  which  was  to  him  a  splendid  tri- 
umph, and  one  which  was  achieved  without  sacri- 
fice of  principle.  I  knew  that  he  would  soon  leave 
us,  (which  I  regret,)  and  I  was  anxious  that  he 
should  retire  with  honor  and  applause;  and,  in 
regard  to  that  retirement,  (which  I  hope  will  only 
be  temporary,)  I  thought  it  but  due  to  his  distin- 
guished services  that  his  country  should  say  to 
him,  as  Jove  did  to  Hector — 

"Yet  live,  I  give  thee  one  illustrious  day, 
One  bUtze  of  glory,  'ere  thou  fad'et  away." 

Sir,  the  vote  of  last  Winter,  by  giving  success 
to  his  exertions  for  the  Patriots,  did  crown  him 
with  laurels.  I  would  not  wither  them,  or  pluck 
one  leaf  from  the  bright  wreath.  I  wish  they  may 
flourish  and  be  forever  green.  But  I  cannot  water 
them  by  the  vote  I  am  about  to  give.  I  am  sorry 
the  motion  is  made.  I  hoped  that  the  subject 
was  buried  last  Winter,  and  that  it  should  not  be 
resuscitated.  To  carry  the  motion  can  confer  no 
additional  honor  on  the  mover ;  to  lose  it,  may 
diminish  the  glory  of  the  triumph  he  has  won.  If 
he  would  be  content  with  an  abstract  expression 
of  our  feelings  towards  the  Patriots,  although  it  is 
unnecessary  and  superfluous,  (having  done  this  be- 
fore.) I  would  vote  for  it,  because  it  will  speak 
only  what  I  feel  in  common  with  my  constituents, 
and  will  not  be  liable  to  the  principal  objections 
which  I  have  to  the  proposition  which  he  has 
made.  And  why  would  not  such  a  resolution  sa- 
tisfy all  his  wishes?  Why  annoy^  the  Executive, 
session  after  session,  with  our  opinion  and  advice, 
when  we  know  that  he  does  not  desire  them,  and 
will  not  conform  to  them?  And  why  do  this,  too, 
when  every  legitimate  or  desirable  object  has  been 
already  achieved,  and  can  be  again  effected,  if 
desired,  as  far  as  the  Patriots  are  to  be  benefitted, 
in  tbe  manner  which  I  have  iust  suggested? 

I  have  been  charged  with  fastidiousness  and 
metaphysical  distinctions.     I  will  only  say,  that 


the  reasons  of  my  vote  belong  to  my  judgment 
and  conscience.  My  feelings  towards  the  Execu- 
tive can  never  induce  me  to  give  a  vote  which  my 
judgment  disapproves.  It  will  be  well  if  all  others 
are  in  the  same  situation.  No  personal  consider- 
ations influence  me.  I  hope  I  stand  on  higher  and 
prouder  ground — on  ground  consecrated  by  prin- 
ciples and  not  men.  I  do  not  court  Executive 
smiles — I  do  not  fear  Ex?cutive  frowns.  I  have 
nothing  to  gain  by  the  one — nothing  to  lose  by  tbe 
other.  And  on  this  subject  I  need  only  reiw  to 
mv  course  in  this  House  for  four  years.  When  I 
believe  the  Executive  wrong  I  oppose  him ;  when 
right,  I  defend  him:  and  while  I  would  never  op- 
pose a  measure  which  my  judgment  should  ap- 
prove merely  because  the  Executive  might  be  op- 
posed to  it,  I  would  never  advocate  one  which  my 
judgment  should  not  approve,  merely  to  annoy  or 
embarrass  him. 

I  have  not  said  any  thing  about  the  policy  of  re- 
cognition, because  I  rose  only  to  vindicate  my  own 
vote,  without  intending  or  expecting  to  influence 
those  of  other  members ;  and  because  the  whole 
decision  of  that  subject  belong  to  another  depart- 
ment, from  whose  judgment,  right  or  wrong,  there 
is  no  appeal.  And  this  shows  the  inefl&cacy  of 
our  argument  on  that  point.  I  am,  therefore,  sur- 
prised to  hear  arguments  intended  to  prove  that  it 
is  right  to  recognise,  and  appeals  made  to  our  feel- 
ings to  enlist  us  in  the  cause  of  recognition.  If 
we  intend  to  do  no  more  than  our  duty,  these  ar- 
guments and  appeals  are  unnecessary ;  for  we  know 
that  we  cannot  recognise  more  than  we  have  al- 
ready done.  All  must  now  be  done  by  the  Pres- 
ident. 

But  while  on  this  subject  I  beg  leave  to  say,  that 
I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  cautious  course 
which  the  Executive  has  observed  towards  the 
Patriots  has  been  unwise.  He  understands  the 
whole  subject,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  motives 
and  reasons  which  have  directed  him  are  good  and 
disinterested.  And  I  must  say,  too,  that  I  have  no 
reason  to  believe  that  the  people  are  dissatisfied. 
It  is  true,  that  they  feel  a  deep  solicitude  for  the 
success  of  the  Patriots,  but  it  does  not  follow  that 
they  condemn  their  Government  for  not  entang- 
ling itself  with  their  destinies.  Having  already, 
through  their  proper  organs,  expressed  their  feel- 
ings, they  are  content  to  leave  the  decision  to  the 
discretion  and  judgment  of  that  department  to 
which  they  have  confided  all  the  power  that  now 
remains  to  be  exerted ;  and  with  whatever  decision 
it  shall  make,  I  believe  they  will  be  satisfied.  For 
myself  I  can  say  that,  having  discharged  my  duty, 
I  am  willing  that  the  President  should  freely  dis- 
charge his.  With  whatever  he  shall  do  I  sbiall  be 
content.  I  do  not  wish  to  control  his  conduct — I 
am  unwilling  to  be  responsible  for  it. 

But,  before  I  sit  down,  I  declare  that,  if  the  Pres- 
ident should  determine  to  send  a  Minister  to  any 
of  the  Patriot  Grovernments  of  South  America,  no 
man  will  be  more  gratified  than  I  shall  be;  not 
only  because  such  an  event  might  animate  the  Pa- 
triots, and  facilitate  and  confirm  their  triumphs, 
but  because,  after  the  prudent,  cautious  policy  oi 
the  Executive  heretofore,  it  would  be  the  strongest 
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and  most  satisfactory  evidence  of  their  capacity, 
moral  and  physical,  to  maintain  their  independ- 
ence, and  to  preserve  and  enjoy  its  rights  and  its 
blessings. 

When  Mr.  R.  had  taken  his  seat — 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  advocated,  decidedly 
and  earnestly,  an  immediate  and  unqualified  re- 
cognition of  South  American  independence. 

Mr.  Stevens,  of  Connecticut,  followed  on  the 
same  side,  and  spoke  at  some  length  in  support  of 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Tri-mble,  of  Kentucky,  also  advocated,  at 
some  length,  the  adoption  of  the  proposition. 

Mr.  Cdlpeper,  of  North  Carolina,  stated  suc- 
cinctly why  he  should  vote  for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Clay  again  occupied  the  floor  some  time 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Lowndes,  and  in  a  zealous  sup- 
port of'^the  proposition. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  briefly  oflered  the 
reasons  which  influenced  him  to  oppose  the  prop- 
osition. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  adopting  the 
proposed  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 
For  the  amendment,  73;  against  it,  77. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
and  the  amendments  made  thereto  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Cdlbreth  moved  to  lay  this  bill  on  the 
table,  before  the  amendments  were  acted  on,  with 
the  view  of  first  acting  on  the  bill  reported  by  him 
to-day  to  redu<^e  the  salaries  of  the  officers  and 
clerks  in  the  civil  department  of  Government ;  but, 
before  this  motion  was  decided,  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Wednesday,  February  7. 

A  new  member,  to  wit:  from  North  Carolina, 
William  S.  Blackledge,  elected  to  supply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Jesse  Slocumb, 
appeared,  produced  his  credentials,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Forre.st,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  4lh  of  December  last,  to  inquire  respecting 
certain  loans  of  lead  and  gunpowder  by  the  ord- 
nance department  to  certain  individuals,  made  a 
report  thereon,  giving  the  view  which  the  com- 
mittee entertain  of  the  transaction,  but  not  recom- 
mending any  interposition  on  the  part  of  this 
House ;  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  detail- 
ing their  operations  subsequent  to  their  report 
dated  the  5th  of  February  last ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Com- 
modore Tucker,  and  the  bill  authorizing  the  sale 
of  certain  grounds  belonging  to  the  United  States 
in  the  city  of  Washington,  were  twice  read,  and 
committed. 

Mr.  Robertson  submitted  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Afbirs 
b«  instractrd  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing at  some  eligible  place  on  the  Weatcm  water* 
a  military  academy. 


And  the  question  being  taken  on  agreeing 
thereto,  without  debate,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  col- 
lectors of  customs  to  pay  debentures  on  loaf  sugar, 
and  spirits  distilled  from  molasses,  exported.  The 
committee  having  filled  the  blanks  therein — 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs,  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims  unfavorable  to  the  petition 
of  Alvin  Bronson,  (who,  having  a  boat  in  the 
public  service  on  Lake  Ontario,  during  the  late 
war,  which  was  sunk  by  the  commanding  officer 
to  save  the  boat  and  its  cargo  of  munitions  from 
capture  by  the  enemy,  but  was  captured  notwith- 
standing, now  prays  compensation  for  the  said 
boat.) 

Mr.  Storhs  opposed  the  report  very  zealously, 
and  concluded  a  long  speech  against  it  by  moving 
to  reverse  the  report  and  instruct  the  committee  to 
prepare  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioner. 

Messrs.  McCoy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  and 
Metcalf,  argued  at  some  length  to  sustain  the 
report,  and  to  show  that  the  petitioner  was  not 
entitled  to  relief  either  under  the  claims  law  of 
1816,  or  any  other  rule,  as  the  boat  would  inevi- 
tably have  been  captured,  if  it  had  not  been  taken 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Storrs  rejoined  at  great  length,  but  his 
motion  was  ultimately  negatived ;  and  the  House 
concurred  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson, 
went  into  Committee,  and  took  up  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Robert  Buntin,  which  it  considered,  and 
agreed  to  report. 

The  Committee  then  took  up  the  bill  further  to 
regulate  the  issuing  of  patents  for  soldiers'  bounty 
lands. 

The  discus-sion  of  this  bill  occupied  the  House 
until  4  o'clock ;  in  which  Mes.srs.  Monell,  Cook, 
Hardin,  McCoy,  Fuller,  and  Rhea  engaged, 
and  in  the  course  of  which  Mr.  McCoy,  to  de- 
stroy the  bill,  moved  to  strike  out  its  first  section. 
Before  this  motion  was  decided,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  reported  their  proceedings  to  the  House; 
when  it  obtained  leave  to  sit  again  on  the  la.st  bill, 
and  that  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Buntin  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

PAY  OF  ARMY  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  Cocke,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  the  following  bill : 

Be  it  enacted,  4-c.,  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  May  next,  there  aball  be  paid  to  the  officers  of 
the  Army  the  following  salaries,  in  lieu  of  their  pres- 
ent pay  and  emoiaments,  to  wit: 

To  a  Brigadier  General  three  thousand  dollars  per 
annum  ;  to  the  Paymaster  General,  two  thousand  (our 
hundrrd  dollars ;  to  the  Adjutsnt  General,  two  thou- 
sand dollars;  to  the  Inspector  General,  two  thousand 
dollars  ;  to  the  AssisUnt  Adjutant  General,  one  thou- 
aand  six  hundred  doUara;   to  the  Assistant  Inspector 
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General,  one  thousand  six  hundred  dollars ;  to  the 
Quartermaster  General,  three  thousand  dollars;  to  a 
Deputy  Quartermaster  General,  one  thousand  six  hun- 
dred dollars ;  to  the  Judge  Advocate,  two  thousand  dol- 
lara;  to  the  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  two 
thousand  dollars  ;  to  the  Commissary  General  of  Pur- 
chases, two  thousand  dollars  ;  to  the  Assistant  Commis- 
sary General  of  Purchases,  one  thousand  dollars  ;  to  a 
Colonel,  one  thousand  dollars;  to  a  Lieutenant  Colo> 
nel,  one  thousand  six  hundred  dollars ;  to  a  Major, 
one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  ;  to  a  Captain,  nine 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ;  to  a  Firat  Lieutenant,  eight 
hundred  dollars  ;  to  a  Second  Lieutenant,  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollara;  to  a  Third  Lieutenant,  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  dollara. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when  sub- 
alterns are  employed  in  the  Staff  of  the  Army,  they 
shall  receive,  in  addition  to  their  pay  in  the  line,  at 
the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  per  annum 
for  the  time  they  are  so  employed. 

Sic.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  be 
paid  to  the  Surgeon  General,  two  thousand  dollars ; 
to  the  Apothecary  General,  one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars ;  to  a  Regimental  Surgeon,  one  thousand 
two  hundred  dollars ;  and  to  an  Assistant  Surgeon, 
nine  hundred  dollars. 

Sxc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  be 
paid  to  the  Professor  of  Natural  and  Experimental 
Philosophy,  one  thousand  dollars,  and  to  his  Assistant, 
seven  hundred  dollars  per  annum;  to  the  Professor  of 
Mathematics,  one  thousand  dollars ;  to  bis  Assistant, 
seven  hundred  dollars ;  to  the  Professor  of  the  art  of 
Engineering,  one  thousand  dollars;  to  his  Assistant, 
seven  hundred  dollars  ;  to  the  Chaplain  and  Professor 
of  Geography,  History,  and  Ethics,  one  thousand 
dollars;  to  the  Teacher  of  the  French  Language, 
seven  hundred  dollars ;  to  the  Teacher  of  Drawing, 
seven  hundred  dollars ;  to  the  Master  of  the  Sword, 
five  hundred  dollars ;  to  a  Cadet,  one  hundred  and 
forty-four  dollars,  per  annum,  and  two  rations  per  day. 

Sac.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shall 
be  retained  in  acrvice  twelve  military  storekeeperst 
each  with  a  salary  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Sac.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when  any 
oflBcer  of  the  Army  is  ordered  from  one  post  to  ano- 
ther, be  ahall  be  allowed  and  paid  twelve  and  a  half 
cents  per  mile  for  travelling,  in  lieu  of  tran8]>ortation. 

Sac.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when  an 
officer  chooses  to  draw  rations  or  forage  in  kind,  there 
shall  be  deducted  for  the  same,  from  his  compensa- 
tion, a  sum  equal  to  the  contract  price  of  such  rations 
or  forage. 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 
GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  general  appropriation  bill,  and  the  amendments 
made  thereto  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole — 
the  motion  being  still  pending  which  was  made 
by  Mr.  Culbreth  on  yesterday,  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table,  with  the  view  of  taking  up  the  bill  to 
reduce  the  salaries  in  the  Civil  Departments  of  the 
Grovernment. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  appropriation  bill  on  the 
table  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, and  Storrs,  and  was  advocated,  for  the 
purpose  proposed,  by  Mr.  Cocke.  The  motion 
was  negatived,  without  a  division. 

16th  Con.  2d  Sess.— 34 


The  discussion  was  renewed  and  continued 
some  time  on  some  of  the  items  which  had  been 
the  subject  of  debate  in  the  Committee — particu- 
larly the  appropriation  for  opening  a  road  from 
the  United  States'  military  road  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,  to  the  old  road  leading  from  Nat- 
chez to  Nashville,  which  was  defended  by  Mr. 
Rankin,  at  some  length,  and  in  the  discussion  of 
which  Messrs.  Storrs,  Bctler  of  Louisiana, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  and  Rhea,  engaged.  In 
the  end,  this  appropriation  was  negatived.  The 
amendments  having  all  been  disposed  of — 

The  bill  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Ma- 
ryland, laid  on  the  table,  with  the  view  of  afford- 
ing to  Mr.  Clay  an  opportunity  of  renewing,  in 
the  House,  the  motion  unsuccessfully  made  by 
him  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  Tuesday ; 
that  gentleman  being  now  absent  on  the  commit- 
tee appointed  on  the  Missouri  subject — which 
committee  obtained  leave  yesterday  to  hold  its  sit- 
tings during  the  sessions  of  the  House. 

In  the  course  of  the  day,  Mr.  Barbocr  gave 
notice  that  he  should  on  to-morrow  move  to  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  subjects  rel- 
ative to  the  Navy. 

Mr.  Balowin  gave  notice  that  he  should  on 
Monday  next  move  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  tariff  and  auction  duties'  bills;  and 
the  House  adjourned. 


Thursoay,  February  8. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  James  Morrison  ;  which  was  read  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Bdtler,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  for  con- 
sideration the  following  resolution,  which  was 
read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  one  day  : 

Resolced,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
report  to  this  House  the  progress  which  has  been 
made  by  the  Board  of  Engineers  in  determining  the 
sites,  and  plans  of  the  fortifications  of  the  coast  of  the 
United  States  ;  the  sites  which  may  have  been  select- 
ed ;  the  estimate  of  the  expense  in  completing  the  sev- 
eral worka ;  the  number  of  troops  necessary  to  gar- 
rison them  in  peace,  and  in  war;  the  progress  made 
in  erecting  the  fortifications  ;  the  advantages  resulting 
from  the  system  when  completed,  particularly  in  re- 
ducing the  expense  of  defending  the  Atlantic  frontier. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit: 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Buntin;"  and 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  collectors  of  customs  to 
pay  debentures  issued  on  the  exportation  of  loaf" 
sugar,  and  spirits  distilled  from  molasses  ;■'  were 
severally  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  a  joint  committee,  to  ascertain  and 
report  a  mode  of  examining  the  votes  for  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
notifying  the  persons  elected  of  their  election  ;  in 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  resolution  was  read  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House.      Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Sergeant,  and  Mr. 
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Vak  Ri:NNaELAER,  were  appointed  the  committee 
on  the  part  of  this  House. 

THE  NAVY. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
which  concludes  by  recommending  to  the  House 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution  : 

Reaohed,  That  •  Naval  Peace  Establishmeot  ought 
to  b«  fixed  bj  law. 

Mr.  Barbour,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affiurs,  rose,  and  in  a  speech  of  consider- 
aUe  length,  submitted  his  reasons  in  favor  of  fix- 
ing, bjr  law,  a  Peace  Establishment  for  the  Navy, 
and  for  making  the  reductions  therein  which  are 
suggested  in  the  report. 

Mr.  Fuller,  of  Massaiihusetts,  replied  to  Mr. 
Babbour,  in  a  speech  of  three  quarters  of  an  hour, 
of  which  the  following  is  only  a  brief  sketch.   He 
said  that  the  Peace  Establishment  of  the  Army,  as 
far  as  it  was  practicable,  was  fixed  by  the  annual 
appropriation ;  but  that  there  was  a  wide  differ- 
ence between  the  circumstances  which  rendered  a 
Peace  Establishment  proper  for  tbe  Army,  and 
those  which  apply  to  the  Navy.     That  the  Army, 
in  time  of  peace,  had  little  occupation,  except  m 
maintaining  the  several  frontier  posts,  and  some- 
times to  check  a  predatory  irruption  of  savages. 
On  the  other  hand,  said  he,  the  Navy  may  be  con- 
sidered, in  some  degree,  as  engaged  in  perpetual 
active  service,  as  arduous  and  indispensable  as  ac- 
tual war.    On  the  coast  of  Africa,  in  the  Pacific 
ocean,  and  often  on  the  Mediterranean,  this  ser- 
vice was  little  different  from  war  itself.     The 
Naval  Establishment,  fixed  during  Mr.  Jefferson's 
Administration,  had  been  found  very  inconvenient, 
and  had  been  gradually  abandoned.     On  the  re- 
turn of  peace,  when  the  Army  was  placed  on  a 
Peace  Establishment,  it  was  considered  unwise  to 
limit  the  Navy,  either  as  to  ships,  officers,  or  sea- 
laen,  except  by  the  actual  appropriation.     By  this 
sptem,  wnen  any  emergency  called  for  an  addi- 
tional force,  during  the  Summer,  or  before  the 
session  of  Congress,  the  Executive  could,  forth- 
with, despatch  such  as  he  deemed  necessary,  with- 
out convening  the  Legislature.     But  what  could 
reqaire,  at  this  moment,  such  an  establishment, 
Mr.  F.  said,  he  was  unable  to  comprehend.     Did 
any  one  doubt  \he  prudence  of  the  Executive,  and 
his  disposition  to  reduce  the  expenses  of  the  Navy, 
and  all  others,  as  much  as  possible?    Let  gentle- 
men advert  to  a  document  of  the  last  session,  by 
which  it  appeared  that  the  number  of  seamen  in 
service  at  that  time  was  4,354,  whereas  the  num- 
ber for  the  present  year  is  only  2,932,  a  reduction 
of  about  one-third.     Surely,  said  Mr.  P.,  such  a 
sudden  reduction  ought  to  satisfy  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  of  the  disposition  to  retrench.    But 
the  report  proposes  a  further  reduction  to  about 
2,500.    Now,  Mr.  F.  continued,  this  would  be  ex- 
tremely pernicious  to  our  commerce  in  several 
quarters  of  the  world,  and  no  less  so  to  our  naval 
reputation.    Instead  of  sending  only  schooners  of 
12  ffuns  Mljk  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  which  are 
liaUe  tolMferpo wered  by  a  combination  of  slave 


shii>s,  which  are  often  of  considerable  force,  it  is 
proper  to  send,  at  least  sometimes,  even  larger 
vessels  than  we  have  hitherto  employed. 

In  the  West  Indies,  Mr.  F.  said,  especially  in 
the  Windward  islands,  our  commerce,  during  the 
past  year,  from  May  to  November,  was  almost 
defenceless.  The  depredations  committed  in  the 
neighborhood  of  St.  Thomas  had  been  such  as 
greatly  to  diminish  and  discourage  almost  the 
only  profitable  commerce  with  the  Spanish  Main 
adjacent  to  those  islands,  it  being  well  known  that 
St.  Thomas  was  a  free  port,  and  consequently  a 
convenient  depot  and  general  rendezvous  for  our 
merchantmen.  We  have  official  documents  to 
confirm  this  statement,  and  from  merchants  resi- 
dent there  with  whom  he  had  conversed.  He 
was  assured  that  much  greater  annoyance  had 
been  suffered,  and  that  many  lives  had  been  sacri- 
ficed by  those  merciless  pirates.  In  the  Pacific, 
Mr.  F.  said,  besides  our  whale  fisheries,  we  have 
had  a  valuable  trade;  and,  although  a  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay)  had  lately  styled  the 
merchants  engaged  in  that  commerce  "a  few  ad- 
venturers from  Boston,"  he  would  assure  the  Com- 
mittee that  they  were  honorable  adventurers,  en- 
gaged in  a  lawful  traffic,  and  their  laudable  exer- 
tions, while  they  were  gradually  reviving  the 
capital,  and  increasing  the  resources  of  their  coun- 
try, were  restoring  the  revenue  and  the  credit  of 
the  Government.  He  was  sorry,  Mr.  F.  added, 
to  hear  such  men  stigmatized  as  "adventurers," 
because  they  complained  of  the  paper  blockade  of 
Lord  Cochrane,  as  the  outrage  of  an  unprincipled 
freebooter.  Except  Callao,  the  port  of  Lima,  the 
Chilian  fleet  had  never  attempted  actually  to 
blockade  a  single  port ;  and  he  was  sorry  that  any 
gentleman  should  treat  a  remonstrance  against 
such  a  measure  with  disrespect.  The  presence  of 
a  respectable  force  in  the  Pacific  would  prevent 
Lord  Cochrane,  and  those  with  whom  he  acted, 
from  daring  to  invade  our  rights,  whether  in  cap- 
turing ships,  or  enticing  or  kidnapping  our  sea- 
men. It  was  not  intended,  nor  was  there  any 
danger  of  involving  us  in  a  war  with  these  Pa- 
triots, so  much  the  object  of  regard.  Our  officers 
were  limited  by  their  instructions,  and  no  one 
doubted  their  faithful  and  discreet  observance. 

With  regard  to  reducing  the  officers  of  our 
Navy,  Mr.  F.  said,  we  could  not  do  it  without  a 
dereliction  of  the  great  system  which  we  had  com- 
menced in  1816,  of  the  "  gradual  increase  of  the 
Navy."  If  the  Committee  were  prepared  for  this, 
it  might  be  in  their  view  consistent  to  dismiss  the 
officers;  but  the  nation,  Mr.  F.  said,  he  was  con- 
vinced, would  raise  its  voice  against  such  an  aban- 
donment. It  would  dishonor  us  in  the  eyes  of  the 
civilized  world,  and  afford  a  precious  triumph  to 
our  enemies.  By  comparing  the  complement  fur- 
nished by  the  Navy  Department  for  the  ships  now 
in  service,  it  appears  that  when  the  seventy-fours 
and  frigates  provided  for  by  law  are  finished,  a 
greater  number  of  officers  will  be  required  to  bring 
them  into  service  than  are  now  in  commission. 
It  was  easier,  Mr.  F.  said,  and  would  require  a 
I  shorter  time,  to  build  ships  than  to  train  officers 
I  fit  to  command  them.    Tne  officers  of  the  Navy 
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who  had  reached  the  higher  grades  had,  without 
exception,  been  in  service  from  their  earliest  youth, 
and,  without  such  actual  experience,  and  passing 
through  all  the  grades,  they  could  not  be  qualified 
to  command.  This,  though  in  some  measure  true 
of  officers  in  the  Army,  was  far  more  so  in  the 
Navy;  and,  indeed,  he  believed,  scarcely  an  ex- 
ception existed  in  the  last  war.  In  the  highest 
grade  known  in  our  Navy,  the  pay  was  hardly 
equal  to  the  salaries  of  chief  clerks  in  the  depart- 
ments; and.  after  having  spent  their  lives  in  the 
service  of  tneir  country,  it  is  proposed,  by  this  re- 
port, to  dismiss  them  without  ceremony  or  regard. 
He  could  not  agree  to  the  justice  of  this,  and  he 
was  confident  it  would  be  as  destructive  to  the 
naval  force  as  it  would  be  disgraceful ;  for  what 
father,  after  seeing  such  a  termination  of  the  la- 
bors and  of  the  glorious  career  of  one-half  our 
officers,  in  a  few  short  years  after  their  wounds 
are  healed,  will  permit  his  sons  to  engage  in  such 
a  service?  It  would  be  madness.  When  war 
shall  come  hereafter,  and  war  must  come,  how- 
ever we  may  deprecate  its  horrors,  our  country 
will  too  late  repent  this  act  of  ill-tim«d,  of  waste- 
ful retrenchment.  Mr.  F.  concluded  by  saying, 
that  the  measures  proposed  by  the  report  and  reso- 
lution were  peculiarly  inexpedient  towards  the 
close  of  the  session,  when  the  other  public  busi- 
ness would  leave  little  time  to  arrange  the  details 
of  any  bill  which  could  be  introduced  with  the 
view  proposed  by  the  majority  of  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Silsbee,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  much  at 
large  in  reply  to  Mr.  Barbour,  and  in  opposition 
to  the  report  of  the  committtee,  and  a  reduction 
of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  Barbour  replied  at  some  length,  and  Mr. 
FuLLXR  rejoined. 

Mr.  Meigs,  of  New  York,  stated  succinctly  the 
reasons  which  would  induce  him  to  vote  against 
the  report. 

Mr.  LowNOEs  admitted  the  propriety  of  fixing 
by  law  the  Naval  Peace  Establishment,  but  being 
decidedly  opposed  to  any  reduction  of  the  esta^ 
lishment  as  at  present  constituted^  in  support  of 
which  opinion  he  briefly  gave  his  reasons,  he 
moved  to  add  to  the  resolution  the  following 
proviso : 

Provided,  That  the  number  o(  commisaioned  offi- 
cers to  be  authorized,  shall  not  be  less  than  that  of 
those  who  are  now  commissioned  in  the  naval  service. 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to,  ayes  76,  noes 
54 ;  and 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  reso- 
lution to  the  House,  as  amended. 

Mr.  Barbour,  after  stating  his  objections  to  the 
amendment,  suggested  that,  in  its  present  shape, 
it  would  prevent  a  reduction  of  the  number  of 
surgeons,  who  were  commissioned  officers,  and 
might  restrict  the  committee  in  the  bill  to  be  re- 
ported, to  an  extent,  perhaps,  not  intended  by  the 
mover. 

Considerable  debate  followed,  as  well  on  the 
main  object  of  the  report  as  on  the  amendment, 
in  which  Messrs.  Barbocr,  Ecstis,  Merc£r, 


Silsbee,  and  Lowndes  participated,  more  or  less ; 
Mr.  Mercer  entering  a  good  deal  into  the  whole 
ground  of  controversy,  in  arguing  against  the 
report 

To  accommodate  the  views  of  other  gentlemen, 
Mr.  LowNOEs  moved  so  to  modify  his  amend- 
ment as  to  read  :  "  Provided,  the  number  of  cap- 
tains, lieutenants,  and  midshipmen,  shall  not  be 
less,"  &.C. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Silsbee,  masters  com- 
mandant were  included  in  the  modification. 

Mr.  Trimble  said,  that  he  had  voted  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  for  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
LowNDss,)  for  mitigating  the  proposed  reduction ; 
but,  from  the  remarks  just  made  oy  the  chairman 
of  the  special  committee  who  had  reported  the 
resolution,  he  was  fearful  that  the  committee 
would  be  so  much  restricted  by  the  amendment, 
that  it  would  not  be  able  to  give  the  Peace  Estab- 
lishment the  most  efficient  organization  which 
might  be  adopted. 

He  did  not  intend  to  attempt  a  discussion  of 
the  subject,  and  would  only  ask  leave  to  express 
his  opinion,  which  was  decidedly  against  reduc- 
ing the  Navy.  His  reflections  had  conducted  him 
to  the  conclusion,  that,  for  the  future,  nations 
would  wage  war  for  maritime  supremacy ;  that 
the  theatre  of  contest  would  be  the  ocean,  and  not 
the  land  ;  and  that  the  dominion  of  the  seas  would 
be  the  primary  object  of  the  commercial  world. 
Upon  this  element,  said  he,  we  come  in  contact 
with  all  the  commercial  and  maritime  Powers, 
but  with  none  so  often  as  Great  Britain.  Contest 
with  her  could  not  be  avoided.  She  was  too  jeal- 
ous of  us  as  a  rival  to  be  easy.  There  were  some 
things  in  her  land  and  naval  service  which  he 
could  not  approve,  but,  taken  in  the  aggregate, 
she  was  the  most  potent  maritime  Power  that  bad 
ever  existed  ;  and,  what  was  not  less  important,  ^e 
had,  with  all  her  faults,  a  mass  of  intellectual  power 
that  would  give  activity  and  impulse  to  her  mari- 
time means.  In  a  word,  he  said,  it  was  our  des- 
tiny to  stand  in  conflict  with  the  most  powerful, 
the  most  heroic,  and  perhaps,  with  all  her  faiHnffs^ 
the  most  magnanimous  maritime  Power  the  wo^a 
had  ever  known  ;  and  for  that  reason,  if  he  had  no 
other,  he  would  oppose  any  reduction  of  the  Navy. 
On  the  contrary,  he  wished  to  see  it  placed  upon 
the  most  efficient  footing.  If  the  amendment  re- 
stricts the  committee  in  that  respect,  he  would 
rather  see  it  modified.  The  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee intimates  that  it  will  not,  and  Mr.  T.  was 
satisfied. 

After  some  further  debate  on  the  part  of  Messrs. 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Barbocr,  Silsbee,  Wil- 
liams of  North  Carolina,  Cobb,  and  Flovd,  the 
modification  of  the  proviso  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Mercer  moved  to  add  seamen  also  to  itj' 
but  the  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  proviso,  As 
amended,  as  follows : 

Reeolved,  That  the  number  of  captains,  masters 
commandant,  lieutenants,  and  midshipmen,  shall  not 
be  less  than  that  of  those  who  are  now  commiaioned 
in  the  naval  service. 
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And  it  was  agreed  to,  by  yeas  and  nays,  by  the 
following  vote  : 

Y«A» — Meisre.  AUen  of  Mtg«»cbu»etU,  Anderson, 
Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baldwin, 
Ball,  Bayly,  Beecher,  Blackledge,  Brevard,  Brown, 
Brash,  Bufltim,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of 
Louisiana,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cook,  Crawford,  Crowell, 
Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Dane,  Darlington,  Davidson, 
Dennison,  Dickinson,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecti- 
cut, Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Fay,  Folger,  Fuller, 
Gorham,  Gross  of  New  York,  Guyon,  Hemphill,  Hill, 
Hobart,  Hooks,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Lathrop, 
Livermore,  Lowndes,  McCullough,  McLane  of  Dela- 
ware, Mallary,  Meigs,  Mercer,  Monell,  S.  Moore,  T. 
L.  Moore,  Morton,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts, 
Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  of  Virginia, 
Pinckney,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Keid,  Rich,  Ringgold, 
Robertson,  Rogers,  Sergeant,  Smith  of  New  Jersey, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  South- 
ard, Stons,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tomlinson, 
Tompkins,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tyler,  Udree, 
Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wendover,  Whitman,  Wil- 
liams of  Virginia,  and  W^ood — 87. 

Nats — Mesara.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  New 
York,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Baker,  Barbour,  Bateman, 
Boden,  Bryan,  Burton,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Case, 
Cobb,  Crafts,  Culbretb,  Culpeper,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Eustis,  Floyd,  Foot,  Forrest,  Gray,  Groas  of 
Pennsylvania,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Hardin,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibsbman,  Hostet- 
ter,  Johnson,  Kinsey,  Lincoln,  Maclay,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Creary,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Marchand,  Metcalf, 
R.  Moore,  Murray,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Patter- 
•on,  Philson,  Rankin,  Rhea,  Richards,  Richmond, 
Ross,  Russ,  Sawyer,  Shaw,  Sloan,  Stevens,  Strong 
of  Vermont,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  South 
Ctrolina,  Walker,  Warfield,  and  Williams  of  North 
Carolina — 63. 

Mr.  Cobb  then  moved  to  subjoin  to  the  resolu- 
tion the  following  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  resolution  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  with  in- 
structions to  report  a  bill  conformably  thereto,  and  to 
reduce  the  number  of  seamen,  ordinary  seamen  and 
b«ys,  to  the  number  of  2,521. 

Mr.  Lowndes  moved  to  strike  out  of  this  pro- 
position all  which  follows  the  word  thereto,  in  the 
third  line. 

A  debate  ensued  on  these  questions,  and  con- 
tinued some  time ;  when 

Mr.  Brush,  of  Ohio,  moved  that  the  entire  sub- 
ject, the  report,  resolution,  and  amendments,  be 
mdefinitely  postponed;  but  before  the  question 
was  taken,  a  motion  to  adjourn  prevailed. 


Friday,  February  9. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  yesterday  submitted  by  Mr.  But- 
ler, of  Louisiana,  calling  for  information  respect- 
ing fortifications,  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  CuLBRiTH  gave  notice  that  he  should  on 
Tuesday  next,  move  for  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  reported  by  him  for  reducing  the  salaries  of 
the  several  officers  of  the  Government. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  unfiidihed  business  of  yesterday,  (relating  to 


the  Navy ;)  but  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
the  House  being  considered  too  thin,  from  the  ab- 
sence of  committees,  dc.c.,  to  act  definitively  on  the 
subject. 

The  bill  to  amend  and  establish  certain  post 
roads,  then  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  where  it  received  many  amendments, 
and,  being  reported  to  the  House,  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 

Mr.  Hemphill,  from  the  commitleeon  so  much 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  as  relates  to  the  Slave  Trade,  made  a  report, 
which,  with  the  documents  accompanying  it,  was 
ordered  to  be  printed.     The  report  is  as  follows : 
The  committee  to  which  is  referred  so  much  of  the 
President's  .Message  as  relates  to  the  slave  trade, 
and  to  which  are  referred  the  two  Messages  of  the 
President,  transmitting,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  4th  of 
December,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
enclosed  documents,  relating  to  the  negotiation   for 
the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  report : 
That  the  committee  have  deemed  it  advisable,  pre* 
vious  to  entering  into  a  consideration  of  the  proposed 
co-operation  to  exterminate  the  slave   trade,  to  make 
a  summary  review  of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States  relating  to  tbis  subject.     It  will  disclose 
the  earnestness  and  zeal  with  which  this  nation   has 
been  actuated,  and  the  laudable  ambition  that  hai  ani- 
mated their  councils  to  take  a  lead  in  the  reformation 
of  a  disgraceful  practice,  and  one  which  is  productive 
of  so  much  human  misery ;  it  will,  by  displaying  the 
constant  anxiety  of  this  nation  to  suppress  the  .African 
slave  trade,  afford  ample  testimony  that  she  will  be  the 
last  to  persevere  in  measures  wisely  digested  to  effec- 
tuate this  great  and  most  desirable  object,  whenever 
such  measures  can  be  adopted  in  consistence  with  the 
leading  principles  of  her  local  institutions. 

In  consequence  of  the  existence  of  slavery  in  many 
of  the  States,  when  British  colonies,  the  habits  and 
means  of  carrying  on  industry  could  not  be  suddenly 
changed ;  and  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
yielded  to  the  provision  that  the  migration  or  importa- 
tion  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States  now  existing 
shall  think  proper  to  admit  shall  not  be  prohibited  by 
the  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1808. 

But,  long  antecedent  to  this  period.  Congress  legis- 
lated on  the  subject  wherever  its  power  extended,  and 
endeavored,  by  a  system  of  rigorous  penalties,  to  sup- 
press this  unnatural  trade. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  the  22d  of  March,  1794, 
contains  provisions  that  no  citizen  or  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  or  foreigner,  or  any  other  person,  com- 
ing into  or  residing  within  the  same,  shall,  for  himself 
or  any  other  person  whatsoever,  either  as  master,  fac- 
tor, or  owner,  build,  fit,  equip,  load,  or  otherwise  pre- 
pare any  ship  or  vessel,  within  any  port  or  place  of 
the  United  States,  nor  shall  cause  any  ship  or  vessel 
to  sail  from  any  port  or  place  within  the  same,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  any  trade  or  traffic  in  slaves  to 
any  foreign  country ;  or  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
from  any  foreign  kingdom,  place,  or  country,  the  in- 
habitants of  such  kingdom,  place,  or  country,  to  be 
transported  to  any  foreign  country,  port,  or  place, 
whatever,  to  be  sold  or  disposed  of  as  slaves,  under  the 
penalty  of  the  forfeiture  of  any  such  vessel,  and  of  the 
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payment  of  large  sums  of  money  by  the  persons  of- 
fending against  the  directions  of  the  act. 

By  an  act  of  the  3d  of  April,  1796,  in  relation  to 
the  Mississippi  Territory,  to  which  the  Constitutional 
provision  did  not  extend,  the  introduction  of  slaves, 
vnder  severe  penalties,  was  forbidden,  and  every  slave 
imported  contrary  to  the  act  was  to  be  entitled  to 
freedom. 

By  an  act  of  the  10th  of  May,  1800,  the  citizens  or 
residents  of  this  country  were  prohibited  from  holding 
any  right  or  property  in  vesaehi  employed  in  trans- 
porting slaves  from  one  foreign  country  to  another,  on 
pain  of  forfeiting  their  right  of  property,  and  also 
double  the  value  of  that  right  in  money,  and  double 
the  value  of  their  interest  in  the  slaves;  nor  were  they 
allowed  to  serve  on  board  of  vessels  of  the  United 
States  employed  in  the  transportation  of  slaves  from 
one  country  to  another,  under  the  punishment  of  fines 
and  imprisonment;  nor  were  they  permitted  to  serve 
on  board  of  foreign  ships  employed  in  the  slave  trade. 
By  tbis  act.  also,  the  commissioned  vessels  of  the 
United  States  were  authorized  to  seize  vessels  and 
crews  employed  contrary  to  the  act. 

By  an  act  of  the  28th  of  February,  1803,  masters  of 
▼easels  were  not  allowed  to  bring  into  any  port  (where 
the  laws  of  the  State  prohibited  the  importation)  any 
negro,  mulatto,  or  other  person  of  color,  not  being  a 
native,  a  citizen,  or  registered  seaman  of  the  United 
States,  under  the  pain  of  heavy  penalties ;  and  no  ves- 
sel, having  on  board  persons  of  the  above  description, 
was  to  be  admitted  to  an  entry  ;  and  if  any  such  per- 
son should  be  landed  from  on  board  of  any  vessel,  the 
same  was  to  be  forfeited. 

By  an  act  of  the  2d  March,  1807,  the  importation 
of  slaves  into  any  port  of  the  United  States  was  to  be 
prohibited  after  the  1st  of  January,  1808,  the  time 
prescribed  by  the  Constitutional  provision.  This  act 
contains  many  severe  provisions  against  any  interfer- 
ence or  participation  in  the  slave  trade,  such  as  heavy 
fines,  long  imprisonments,  and  the  forfeitures  of  ves- 
sels; the  President  was  also  authorized  to  employ 
armed  vessels  to  cruise  on  any  part  of  the  coast  where 
he  might  judge  attempts  would  be  made  to  violate  the 
act,  and  to  instruct  the  commanders  of  armed  vessels 
to  seize  and  bring  in.  vessels  found  on  the  high  seas 
contravening  the  provisions  of  the  law. 

By  an  act  of  the  20th  of  April,  1818,  the  laws  in 
prohibition  of  the  slave  trade  were  further  improved; 
this  act  is  characterized  with  a  peculiarity  of  legisla- 
tive precaution,  especially  in  the  eighth  section,  which 
throws  the  labor  of  proof  upon  the  defendant,  that  the 
colored  persons  brought  into  the  United  States  by  him 
had  not  been  brought  in  contrary  to  the  laws. 

By  an  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1819,  the  power  is 
continued  in  the  President  to  employ  the  armed  ships 
of  the  United  States,  to  seize  and  bring  into  port  any 
vessel  engaged  in  the  slave  trade  by  citizens  or  resi- 
dents of  the  United  States  ;  and  such  vessels,  together 
with  the  goods  and  effects  on  board,  are  to  be  forfeited 
and  sold,  and  the  proceeds  to  be  distributed  in  like 
manner  as  provided  by  law  for  the  distribution  of 
prizes  taken  from  an  enemy ;  and  the  officers  and 
crew  are  to  undergo  the  punishments  inflicted  by  pre- 
Tious  acts.  The  President,  by  this  act,  is  authorized 
to  make  such  regulations  and  arrangements  as  he  may 
deem  expedient,  for  the  safekeeping,  support,  and  re- 
moval beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  of  all 
such  negroes,  mulattoes,  or  persons  of  color,  as  may 
have  been  brought  within  its  jurisdiction,  and  to  ap- 


point a  proper  person  or  persons  residing  on  the  coast 
of  Africa,  as  agent  or  agents  for  receiving  the  negroes, 
mulattoes,  or  persons  of  color,  deUvered  from  on  board 
of  vessels  seized  in  the  prosecution  of  the  slave  trade. 

And,  in  addition  to  all  the  aforesaid  laws,  the  pres- 
ent Congress,  on  the  16th  of  May,  1820,  believing  that 
the  then  existing  provisions  would  not  be  sufficiently 
available,  enacted,  that  if  any  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  being  of  the  crew  or  ship's  company  of  any 
foreign  ship  or  vessel,  engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  or 
any  person  whatever,  being  of  the  crew  or  ship's  com- 
pany of  any  ship  or  vessel,  owned  in  the  whole  or  in 
part,  or  navigated  for  or  in  behalf  of  any  citizen  or  cit- 
izens of  the  United  States,  shall  land  from  any  such 
ship  or  vessel,  and  on  any  foreign  shore  seize  any  ne- 
gro or  mulatto,  not  held  to  service  or  labor  by  the 
laws  of  either  of  the  States  or  Territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  with  intent  to  make  such  negro  or  mulatto 
a  slave,  or  shall  decoy  or  forcibly  bring,  or  carry,  or 
shall  receive,  such  negro  or  mulatto  on  board  any  such 
ship  or  vessel,  with  intent  as  aforesaid,  such  eitizen  or 
person  shall  be  adjudged  a  pirate,  and  on  conviction 
shall  suffer  death. 

The  immoral  and  pernicious  practice  of  the  slave 
trade  has  attracted  much  pubUc  attention  in  Europe 
within  the  last  few  years ;  and  in  a  Congress  at  Vien- 
na, on  the  8th  of  February,  1815,  five  of  the  principal 
Powers  made  a  solemn  engagement,  in  the  face  of 
mankind,  that  this  traffic  should  be  made  to  cease ;  in 
pursuance  of  which,  these  Powers  have  enacted  muni- 
cipal laws  to  suppress  the  trade.  Spain,  although  not 
a  party  to  the  original  engagement,  did,  soon  after,  in 
her  treaty  with  England,  stipulate  for  the  immediate 
abolition  of  the  Spanish  slave  trade  to  the  north  of  the 
equator,  and  for  its  final  and  universal  abolition  on 
the  30th  of  May,  1820. 

Portugal  likewise,  in  her  treaty  in  1817,  stipulated 
that  the  Portuguese  slave  trade  on  the  coast  of  Africa 
should  entirely  cease  to  the  northward  of  the  equator, 
and  engaged  that  it  should  be  unlawful  for  her  sub- 
jects to  purchase  or  trade  in  slaves  except  to  the  south- 
ward of  the  line.  The  precise  period  at  which  the 
entire  abolition  is  to  take  place  in  Portugal  does  not 
appear  to  be  finally  fixed  ;  but  the  Portuguese  Ambassa- 
dor, in  the  presence  of  the  Congress  of  Vienna,  de- 
clared that  Portugal,  faithful  to  her  principles,  would 
not  refuse  to  adopt  the  term  of  eight  years,  whidl 
term  will  expire  in  the  year  1823. 

At  this  time,  among  the  European  States,  there  is 
not  a  flag  which  can  legally  cover  this  inhuman  traffic 
to  the  north  of  the  line ;  nevertheless,  experience  has 
proved  the  in  efficacy  of  the  various  and  rigorous  laws 
which  have  been  made  in  Europe  and  in  this  country; 
it  being  a  lamentable  fact  that  the  disgraceful  practice 
is  even  now  carried  on  to  a  surprising  extent.  Du- 
ring the  last  year.  Captain  Trenchard,  the  commander 
of  the  United  Statea  sloop  of  war  the  Cyane,  found 
that  part  of  the  coast  of  Africa  which  he  visited  lined 
with  vessels,  engaged,  as  it  is  presumed,  in  tbis  for- 
bidden traffic  ;  of  these  he  examined  many ;  and  five, 
which  appeared  to  be  fitted  out  on  American  account, 
he  sent  into  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  for 
adjudication.  Each  of  them,  it  is  believed,  has  been 
condemned,  and  the  commanders  of  two  of  them  have 
been  sentenced  to  the  punishment  prescribed  by  the 
laws  of  the  United  States. 

The  testimony  recently  published,  with  the  opinion 
of  the  presiding  judge  of  the  United  States  court  of 
the  southern  district  of  the  Stite  of  New  York,  in  the 
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case  of  the  schooner  Plattsburg,  lays  open  a  scene  of 
the  groMest  fraud  that  coald  be  practised  to  deceive  the 
officers  of  Government,  and  conceal  the  oniawfal 
transaction. 

The  extension  of  the  trade  for  the  last  twenty-five 
or  thirty  years  most,  in  a  degree,  be  conjectural,  but 
the  best  information  that  can  be  obtained  on  the  subject 
famishes  good  foundation  to  believe,  that  during  that 
period  the  number  of  slaves  withdrawn  from  western 
Africa  amounts  to  upwards  uf  a  million  and  a  half; 
the  annual  average  would  be  a  mean  somewhere  be- 
tween fifty  and  eighty  thousand. 

The  trade  appears  to  be  lucrative  in  proportion  to 
its  heinousness  ;  and,  as  it  is  generally  inhibited,  the 
unfeeling  slave  dealers,  in  order  to  elude  the  laws,  in- 
crease its  horrors;  the  innocent  Africans,  who  are 
mercilessly  forced  from  their  native  homes  in  irons,  are 
crowded  in  vessels  and  situations  which  are  not  adapted 
for  the  transporution  of  human  beings;  and  this  cruelty 
is  frequently  succeeded,  during  the  voyage  of  their 
destination,  with  dreadful  mortality.  Further  infor- 
mation on  this  subject  will  appear  in  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  enclosing  two  other  letters, 
marked  I  and  2,  and  also  by  the  extract  of  a  letter 
from  an  officer  of  the  Cyane,  dated  April  10,  1820, 
which  are  annexed  to  this  report.  While  the  slave 
trade  exists,  there  can  be  no  prospect  of  civilization  in 
Africa. 

However  well  disposed  the  European  Powers  may 
be  to  effect  a  practical  abolition  of  the  trade,  it  seems 
generally  acknowledged  that,  for  the  attainment  of 
this  object,  it  is  necessary  to  agree  upon  some  con- 
certed plan  of  co-operation  ;  but,  unhappily,  no  ar- 
rangement has  as  yet  obtained  universal  consent. 

England  has  recently  engaged  in  treaties  with  Spain, 
Portugal,  and  the  Netherlands,  in  which  the  mutual 
right  of  visitation  and  search  is  exchanged.  This  right 
is  of  a  special  and  limited  character,  as  well  in  relation 
to  the  number  and  description  of  vessels,  as  to  space ; 
and,  to  avoid  possible  inconveniences,  no  suspicious 
circumstances  are  to  warrant  the  detention  of  a  vessel ; 
this  right  is  restricted  to  the  simple  fact  of  slaves  being 
on  board. 

These  treaties  contemplate  the  establishment  of 
Mixed  courts,  formed  of  an  equal  number  of  individ- 
uals of  the  two  contracting  nations,  the  one  to  reside 
in  a  possession  belonging  to  his  Britannic  Majesty, 
the  other  within  the  territory  o(  the  other  respective 
Power.  When  a  vessel  is  visited  and  detained,  it  is 
to  be  taken  to  the  nearest  court,  and,  if  condemned, 
the  vessel  is  to  be  declared  a  lawful  prize,  as  well  as 
the  cargo,  and  are  to  be  sold  for  the  profit  of  the  two 
nations  ;  the  slaves  are  to  receive  a  certificate  of  eman- 
cipation, and  to  be  delivered  over  to  the  Government 
•a  whose  territory  the  court  is  which  passes  sentence, 
to  be  employed  as  servants  or  free  laborers.  Each  of 
the  Governments  binds  itself  to  guaranty  the  liberty 
of  such  portion  of  these  individuals  as  may  be  respec- 
tively assigned  to  it.  Particular  provisions  are  made 
for  remuneration,  in  case  vessels  are  not  condemned 
after  trial,  and  special  instructions  are  stipulated  to  be 
famished  to  commanders  of  vessels  possessing  the 
qualified  right  of  visitation  and  search. 

These  Powers  entertain  the  opinion,  that  nothing 
abort  of  the  concession  of  a  qualified  right  of  visitation 
and  search  can  practically  suppress  the  slave  trade. 
An  association  of  armed  ships  is  contemplated,  to  form 
a  species  of  naval  police,  to  be  stationed  principally  in 
the  African  seas,  where  the  commanders  of  the  ships 
will  be  enabled  to  co-operate  in  harmony  and  concert. 


The  United  States  have  been  earnestly  invited  by 
the  principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  of 
the  British  Government  to  join  in  the  same  or  similar 
arrangements  ;  and  this  invitation  has  been  sanctioned 
and  enforced  by  an  unanimous  vote  of  the  House  of 
Lords  and  Commons,  in  a  manner  that  precludes  all 
doubts  as  to  the  sincerity  and  benevolence  of  their 
designs. 

In  answer  to  this  invitation,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  has  expressed  his  regret  that  the  stipo- 
lations  in  the  treaties  communicated  are  of  a  character 
to  which  the  peculiar  situation  and  institutions  of  the 
United  States  do  not  permit  them  to  accede. 

The  objections  made  are  contained  in  an  extract  of 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  under  date  of  the 
2d  of  November,  1818,  in  which   it  is  observed  that, 
"  in  examining  the  provisions  of  the  treaties  commu- 
nicated by  Lord  Castlereagh,  all  the  essential  articles 
appear  to  be  of  a  character  not  adaptable  to  the  insti- 
tutions or  to  the  circumstances  of  the  United  States. 
The  powers  agreed  to  be  reciprocally  given  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  ships  of  war  of  either  party,  to  enter,  search, 
capture,  and  enrry  into  port  for  adjudication,  the  mer- 
chant vcsmM' ot"  the  other,  however  qualified  and  re- 
stricted, is  OMMl  essentially  connected  with  the  institu- 
tion, by  eaeMnaty,  of  two  mixed  courts,  one  of  which 
to  reside  in  tW'external  or  colonial  possession  of  each 
of  the  two  pafties,  respectively.     This  part  of  the  sys- 
tem is  indispensable  to  give  it  that  character  of  recip- 
rocity, without  which  the  right  granted   to  the  armed 
ships  of  one  nation,  to  search  the  merchant  vessels  of 
another,  would  be  rather  a  mark  of  vassalage  than  of 
independence.     But  to    this  part  of  the  system,  the 
United  States,  having  no  colonies,  either  on  the  coast 
of  Africa  or  in  the  West  Indies,  cannot  give  effect. 
That,  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United   States,  it  is 
provided  that  the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  vested  in   the  Supreme  Court,  and  in  such 
inferior  courts  as  the  Congress  may,  from  time  to  lime, 
ordain  and  establish.     It  provides  that  the  judges  of 
these  courts  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good  be- 
havior ;  and  that  they  shall  be  removable  by  impeach- 
ment,  on  conviction   of  crimes   and  misdemeanors. 
There    may   be   doubts   whether   the   power  of   the 
Government  of  the  United  States  is  competent  to  in- 
stitute a  court  for  carrying  into  execution  their  penal 
statutes  beyond  the  territories  of  the  United  States — 
a  court  consisting  partly  of  foreign  judges,  not  amen- 
able to  impeachment  for  corruption,  and  deciding  upon 
statutes  of  the  United  States  without  appeal. 

"  That  the  disposal  of  the  negroes  found  on  board 
of  the  slave-trading  vessels,  which  might  be  condemned 
by  the  sentence  of  these  mixed  courts,  cancot  be  car- 
ried into  efkct  by  the  United  States ;  for,  if  the  slaves 
of  vessels  condemned  by  the  mixed  courts  should  be 
delivered  over  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
as  free  men,  they  could  not,  but  by  their  own  consent, 
be  employed  as  servants  or  free  laborers.  The  condi- 
tion of  the  blacks  being,  in  this  Union,  regulated  by 
the  municipal  laws  of  the  separate  States,  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  can  neither  guaranty 
their  hberty  in  the  Slates  where  they  could  only  be 
received  as  slaves,  nor  control  them  in  the  States 
where  they  would  be  recognised  as  free.  That  the 
admission  of  a  right,  in  the  officers  of  foreign  ships  of 
war,  to  enter  and  search  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States  in  time  of  peace,  under  any  circumstances 
whatever,  would  meet  with  universal  repugnance  in 
the  public  opinion  of  this  country ;  that  there  would 
be  no  prospect  of  a  ratification,  by  advice  and  consent 
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of  the  Senate,  to  any  stipulation  of  that  nature  ;  that 
the  search  by  foreign  officers,  even  in  time  of  war,  is 
so  obnoxious  to  the  feelings  and  recollections  of  this 
country,  that  nothing  oould  reconcile  them  to  the  ex- 
tension of  it,  however  qualified  or  restricted,  to  a  time 
of  peace  ;  and  that  it  would  be  viewed  in  a  still  more 
aggravate<4  light  if,  as  in  the  Treaty  with  the  Neth- 
erlands, connected  with  a  formal  admission  that  even 
vessels  under  convoy  of  ships  of  war  of  their  own 
nation  should  be  liable  to  search  by  the  ships  of  war  of 
another." 

The  committee  will  observe,  in  the  first  instance,  that 
a  mutual  right  of  search  appears  to  be  indispensable 
to  the  great  object  of  abolition  ;  for,  while  flags  remain 
as  a  cover  for  this  traffic,  against  the  right  of  search  by 
any  vessels  except  of  the  same  nation,  the  chance  of 
detection  will  be  much  less  than  it  would  be  if  the 
right  of  search  was  extended  to  vessels  of  other  Pow- 
ers ;  and  as  soon  as  any  one  nation  should  cease  to  be 
vigilant  in  the  discovery  of  infractions  practised  on  its 
own  code,  the  slave  deslers  would  avail  themselves  of 
a  system  of  obtaining  fraudulent  papers,  and  conceal- 
ing the  real  ownership  under  the  cover  of  such  flags, 
which  would  be  carried  on  with  such  address  as  to 
render  it  easy  for  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  one  State 
to  evade  their  own  municipal  laws ;  but,  if  a  concerted 
system  existed,  and  a  qualiiied  right  of  mutual  search 
was  granted,  the  apprehension  of  these  piratical  of- 
fenders would  be  reduced  to  a  much  greater  certainty ; 
and  the  very  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  an  active 
and  vigorous  system  of  co-operation  would  divert  many 
Irom  this  traffic,  as  the  unlawful  trade  would  become 
too  hazardous  for  profitable  speculation. 

In  relation  to  any  inconveniences  that  might  result 
from  such  an  arrangement,  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  is  so  limited  on  the  African  coast  that  it  could 
not  be  much  affected  by  it ;  and,  as  it  regards  economy, 
the  expense  of  stationing  a  few  vessels  on  that  coast 
would  not  be  much  greater  than  to  maintain  them  at 
any  other  place. 

The  committee  have  briefly  noticed  the  practical  re- 
sults of  a  reciprocal  right  of  search,  as  it  bears  on  the 
slave  trade :  but  the  objection  as  to  the  propriety  of 
ceding  this  right  remains.  It  is  with  deference  that 
the  committee  undertake  to  make  any  remarks  upon 
it.  They  bear  in  recollection  the  opinions  entertained 
in  this  country,  on  the  practice  of  searching  neutral 
vessels  in  time  of  war  ;  but  they  cannot  perceive  that 
the  right  under  discussion  is,  in  principle,  alUed  in  any 
degree  to  the  general  question  of  search;  it  can  involve 
no  commitment,  nor  is  it  susceptible  of  any  unfavora- 
ble inference  on  that  subject ;  and,  even  if  there  were 
any  affinity  between  the  cases,  the  necessity  of  a  spe- 
cial agreement  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  idea  of 
existing  rights.  The  proposal  itself,  in  the  manner 
made,  is  a  total  abandonment,  on  the  part  of  England, 
of  any  claim  to  visit  and  search  vessels  in  a  time  of 
peace,  and  this  question  has  been  unequivocally  de- 
cided in  the  negative  in  her  admiralty  courts. 

Although  it  is  not  among  the  objections  that  the 
desired  arrangement  would  give  color  to  a  claim  or 
right  of  search  in  time  of  peace,  yet,  lest  the  case  in 
this  respect  may  be  prejudiced  in  the  minds  of  any, 
the  committee  will  observe  that  the  right  of  search,  in 
time  of  peace,  is  one  that  is  not  claimed  by  any  Power 
as  a  part  of  the  law  of  nations;  no  nation  pretends 
that  it  can  exercise  the  right  of  visitation  and  search 
upon  the  common  and  unappropriated  parts  of  the  sea, 
except  upon  the  belUgerent  claim.     A  recent  decision 


in  the  British  admiralty  eoort,  in  the  case  of  the  French 
slave  ship  Le  Louis,  is  clear  and  dedsive  on  this  point. 
The  case  is  annexed  to  this  report. 

In  regard,  then,  to  the  reciprocal  right  wished  to  be 
ceded,  it  is  reduced  to  the  simple  inquiry  whether,  in 
practice,  it  will  be  beneficial  to  the  two  contracting 
nations.  Its  exercise,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  deten- 
tion of  vessels,  as  it  is  confined  to  the  fact  of  slaves 
being  actually  on  board,  precludes  almost  the  poam- 
bility  of  accident  or  much  inconvenience. 

In  relation  also  to  the  disposal  of  the  Tcssels  and 
slaves  detained,  an  arrangement  perhaps  coald  be  ef- 
fected so  as  to  deliver  them  up  to  the  vessels  of  the 
nation  to  which  the  detained  vessel  should  belong. 
Under  such  an  understanding,  the  vessels  and  slaves 
delivered  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  might 
be  disposed  of  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of 
our  own  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1819;  and  an  ar- 
rangement of  this  kind  would  be  free  from  any  of  the 
other  objections. 

An  exchange  of  the  right  of  search,  limited  in  dtura- 
tion,  or  to  continue  at  pleasure,  for  the  sake  of  experi- 
ment, might,  it  is  anxiously  hoped,  be  so  restricted  to 
vessels  and  seas,  and  with  such  civil  and  harmonious 
stipulations,  as  not  to  be  unacceptable. 

'I'he  feelings  of  this  country  on  the  general  question 
of  search  have  often  been  roused  to  a  degree  of  excite- 
ment that  evince  their  unchangeable  character ;  bat 
the  American  people  will  readily  see  the  distinction 
between  the  cases ;  the  one,  on  its  exercise  to  the  ex- 
tent claimed,  will  ever  produce  irritation,  and  excite  a 
patriotic  spirit  of  resistance  ;  the  other  is  amicable  and 
charitable ;  the  justness  and  nobleness  of  the  under- 
taking are  worthy  of  the  combined  concern  of  Chris- 
tian nations. 

The  detestable  crime  of  kidnapping  the  unoffending 
inhabitants  of  one  country,  and  chaining  them  to 
slavery  in  another,  is  marked  with  all  the  atrocious- 
ness  of  piracy;  and,  as  such,  it  is  stigmatized,  and 
punishable  by  our  own  laws. 

To  efface  this  reproachful  stain  from  the  character 
of  civilized  mankind,  would  be  the  proudest  triomph 
that  could  be  achieved  in  the  cause  of  humanity.  ^ 
this  subject,  the  United  States,  having  led  the  way, 
owe  it  to  themselves  to  give  their  influence  and  cor- 
dial co-operation  to  any  measure  that  will  accomplish 
the  great  and  good  purpose ;  but  this  happy  result, 
experience  has  demonstrated,  cannot  be  realized  by 
any  system,  except  a  concession  by  the  maritime 
Powers,  to  each  other's  ships  of  war,  of  a  qualified 
right  of  search.  If  this  object  was  generally  attained, 
it  is  confidently  believed  that  the  active  exertions  of 
even  a  few  nations  would  be  sufficient  entirely  to  sup- 
press the  slave  trade. 

The  slave  dealers  could  be  successfully  assailed  on 
the  coast  upon  which  the  trade  originates,  as  they 
must  necessarily  consume  more  time  in  the  collection 
and  embarcation  of  their  cargoes  than  in  the  subse- 
quent distribution  in  the  markets  for  which  they  are 
destined.  This  renders  that  coast  the  most  advanta- 
geous position  for  their  apprehension;  and,  besides, 
the  African  coast  frequented  by  the  slave  ships  is 
indented  with  so  few  commodious  or  accessible  har- 
bors, that,  notwithstanding  its  great  extent,  it  oonld 
be  guarded  by  the  vigilance  of  a  small  number  of  crui- 
sers. Dut,  if  the  slave  ships  are  permitted  to  escape 
from  the  African  coast,  and  to  be  dispersed  to  dilbrent 
parts  of  the  world,  their  capture  would  be  rendered 
uncertain  and  hopeless. 
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The  committee,  after  much  reflection,  offer  the  fol- 
lowing resolution :  •^ 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Representatives 
of  thz  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  assem- 
bled. That  the  Pretident  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  enter  into  such  arrangements  as  he  may 
deem  suitable  and  proper,  with  one  or  more  of  the 
maritime  Powers  of  Europe,  for  the  effectual  abolition 
of  the  African  slave  trade. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  annual  appropriation  bill  for  (he  support  of 
the  ci^il  list. 

Mr.  Tarr  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
adding  to  the  end  of  the  first  section  thereof  the 
following  item,  viz :  "  For  the  erection  of  a  bridge 

*  over  the  Monongahela  river,  where  the  Cumber- 

*  land  road  crosses  the  same,  the  unexpended  bal- 
'  ance  of  the  amount  heretofore  appropriated  for 

*  completing  the  Cumberland  road  ;  provided  such 

*  unexpended  balance  shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
'  Secretary  of  the  Treasurv,  be  suflBcient  to  com- 

*  plete  that  object."     And  the  question  being  taken 
thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Clay  submitted  the  same  proposition  which 
he  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  other 
day,  viz :  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  therein 
the  following  clause : 

"  For  an  outfit  and  one  year's  salary  to  such  Minis- 
ter as  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  may  send  to  any  Government  of 
South  America,  which  has  established,  and  is  maintain- 
ing its  independency  on  Spain,  a  sum  not  exceeding 
eighteen  thousand  dollars." 

On  this  motion  a  debate  arose. 

Mr.  Clay  spoke  at  some  length  in  further  sup- 
port of  his  proposition  on  the  grounds  formerly 
and  frequently  taken  in  support  of  it. 

Mr.  Robertson  replied  to  some  of  Mr.  Clay's 
remarks,  and  vindicated  the  ground  which  he  had 
taken  on  a  former  day  in  opposition  to  legislating 
on  a  subject  not  properly  within  the  scope  of  its 
duty,  supposing  this  appropriation  to  be  considered 
as  an  instruction  or  advice  from  this  House  to  the 
Executive. 

Mr.  Wooo  delivered  his  sentiments  in  opposition 
to  the  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  at  considerable  length, 
on  the  ground  that  the  adoption  of  it  would  be  in- 
expedient, as  well  as  travelling  out  of  the  proper 
sphere  of  this  department  of  the  Government. 
.Mr.  W.  fully  approved  of  the  course  which  the 
Executive  had  hitherto  pursued  in  regard  to  South 
America. 

Mr.  Rhea  also  opposed  the  proposition,  as  con- 
temnlating  an  irregular  and  unusual  proceeding. 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  delivered  his  senti- 
ments in  favor  of  the  proposition,  regarding  it  as 
an  expression  by  this  House  of  what  was  the 
known  feeling  of  the  country  towards  the  South 
Americans,  called  for  by  the  existing  state  of 
things. 

Mr.  Southard  followed  on  the  same  side  of  the 
question,  speaking  earnestly  in  favor  of  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Ci^Y. 

Mr.  Reid,  of  Georgia,  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  can  scarcely  be  necessary  to  de- 


clare in  this  place  my  deep  solicitude  for  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Patriots  of  South  America.  That  man 
must,  indeed,  possess  a  cold  heart,  who,  witness- 
ing the  blessings  so  profusely  flowing  from  our 
own  free  institutions,  can  look  unmoved  upon  the 

struggle  of  a  brave  people  for  their  liberties a 

people  who  have  been  so  long  the  victims  of  civil 
and  religious  despotism ! 

Sir,  I  think,  with  the  member  from  Kentucky, 
that  the  contest  is  no  longer  doubtful;  and  that  if 
the  overtures  of  the  parent  country  produced  no 
immediate  conciliatory  result,  a  renewed  warfare 
must  at  last  end  in  the  annihilation  of  the  power 
of  Old  Spain  over  her  colonies.   It  cannot  be  other- 
wise.    When  once  liberal  principles  obtain  in  so- 
ciety, the  power  to  prevent  their  extension,  or  to 
check  their  growth,  must  be  infinitely  greater  than 
that  which  can  be  brought  to  operate  upon  South 
America.    But,  much  as  my  best  wishes  are  de- 
voted to  this  holy  cause,  sanguine  as  are  my  hopes 
of  its  success,  I  yet  think  that  there  are  reasons  to 
influence  the  House  to  the  rejection  of  the  amend- 
ment now  proposed.     If  there  were  no  other  rea- 
son to  be  urged  against  it,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a 
good  objection  that  the  amendment,  if  adopted,  will 
be  partial  in  its  eflect.      We  are  given  to  under- 
stand that  there  are  several  distinct  Republics  in 
South  America— Buenos  Ayres,  Chili,  Colombia; 
and  to  these  may  shortly  be  added,  Peru,  if  recent 
intelligence  is  to  be  trusted.    Have  not,  then,  all  of 
these  equal  claims  upon  your  sympathies?     Why 
depute  a  Minister  to  the  one  in  exclusion  of  the 
rest?     Would  it  not  be  more  just,  by  asking  an 
ample  appropriation,  to  give  to  all  that  encourage- 
ment, which  the  cause  of  all,  so  bravely  defended 
and  so  gallantly  pursued,  would  seem  to  demand? 
If  you  really  desire  to  conciliate  these  infant  Re- 
publics, to  show  them  that  you  are  alive  to  their 
wrongs  and  their  calamities,  why  do  you  not  ad- 
dress yourself  to  each  and  every  of  them?     Why 
make  a  distinction  unfounded  in  reason,  niggardly 
in  itself,  and  invidious  in  its  effect?     It  may  be 
answered,  that  it  will  be  time  enough  to  provide 
representatives  of  this  nation  for  these  Govern- 
ments, when  affairs  have  settled  into  certainty, 
and  when  it  shall  be  shown  into  how  many  sepa- 
rate States  South  America  is  to  be  divided.     If 
thi.s  be  the  reply,  it  may  be  directed  very  forcibly 
against  the  proposition  now  before  you.     It  is,  in 
truth,  not  proper  that  we  should  send  an  ambassa- 
dor to  a  country,  whose  Government  has  been  has- 
tily built  up  under  the  sword  of  the  oppressor,  and 
may,  in  the  versatility  of  revolutionary  fortunes, 
fall  beneath  its  power !   Let  us  wait  until  a  nation 
be  completely  formed  and  organized,  before  we  ex- 
ercise towards  her  that  comity  which  belongs  to 
the  intercourse  of  nations.     Let  me  not  be  misun- 
derstood.   I  would  not  be  considered  to  vary  from 
the  convictions  which  I  have  just  avowed.     I  do 
not  mean  at  one  moment  to  say  that  it  is  my  fixed 
belief  that  the  Patriots  will  succeed,  and  then  to 
indicate  a  contrary  opinion.    But  who  can  calcu- 
late with  certainty  upon  the  events  of  futurity? 
Who  can  say  that  the  armistice  concluded  between 
Morillo  and  Bolivar,  under  circumstances  so  sooth- 
ing to  humanity,  will  be  followed  by  an  acknowl- 
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edgment  of  the  independence  of  the  Patriots?  Is 
it  altogether  certain  that  Spain  will  withdraw  her 
armies  and  her  dominion,  and  quietly  give  up  that 
which  she  has  valued  as  the  brightest,  certainly 
the  richest  jewel  of  her  crown?  Have  we  not 
learned  from  experience — from  her  profuse  expen- 
diture of  treasure — from  her  reckless  waste  of  hu- 
man blood — that  nothing  but  necessity  can  compel 
her  to  relinquish  the  contest?  Her  interest,  her 
pride,  her  habitual  control,  all  incite  her  to  perse- 
verance !  Besides  Spain,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
constitution  of  the  Cortes,  has  offered  to  her  colo- 
nies a  participation  in  the  Grovernment,  and  a  re- 
lief from  some  of  the  most  odious  of  the  evils 
against  which  they  have  been  contending.  It  is, 
indeed,  probable  that  these  terms  will  be  rejected, 
with  an  emotion  nearly  allied  to  disdain,  but  this, 
too,  is  only  conjecture.  The  provinces  desolated 
by  a  ruinous  war,  and  thirsting  for  peace,  may  lend 
a  favorable  ear  to  propositions  which,  although 
not  unexceptionable,  promise  to  the  weary  and 
exhausted  a  repose,  temporary,  perhaps,  but  agree- 
able and  invigorating.  Sir,  whatever  events  may 
ensue,  if  you  adopt  the  amendment  now  under 
consideration,  you  are  in  danger  of  producing  em- 
barrassment to  the  Government.  If  the  war  in 
South  America  continue,  you  acknowledge  the  in- 
dependence of  a  State  yet  struggling  for  its  liberty. 
If  Spain  succeed  in  reconciling  her  provinces,  you 
will  present  to  the  world  a  singular  spectacle. 
You  will  have  deputed  an  ambassador  to  the  mo- 
ther country,  and  another  to  her  colonies. 

Sir,  the  President  of  the  United  States  possesses 
the  power,  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  ap- 

Eoint  ambassadors.  From  his  elevated  station,  he 
as  certainly  a  better  view  of  the  relations  of  this 
with  other  nations,  than  we  possibly  can  have. 
Why,  then,  with  limited  means  of  information,  do 
we  desire  to  dictate  to  that  department,  which, 
from  its  nature  and  situation,  is  so  much  better  in- 
formed ?  There  is  surely  no  necessity  for  an  in- 
terference upon  our  part.  The  age,  integrity,  and 
experience  of  your  President,  the  unquestioned 
ability  of  those  gentlemen  to  whom  he  may  at 
all  times  apply  for  advice  and  assistance,  the  ac- 
knowledged wisdom  of  the  Senate  demand  your 
confidence.  The  Executive  has  doubtless  deeply 
reflected  upon  this  subject.  It  feels  as  the  people 
feel,  and  if  it  has  heretofore  forborne  to  gratify 
the  wishes  of  the  member  from  Kentucky,  it  is 
because  it  has  been  restrained  by  prudential  con- 
siderations, and  not  by  an  apathy  towards  the  fu- 
ture destinies  of  South  America.  But  it  is  insisted 
that  the  President  has  acted  unwisely,  and  it  be- 
comes proper  to  coerce  him  to  recognise  the  inde- 
pendence of  some  one  of  the  Patriot  Governments 
by  making  this  appropriation.  Do  you  not  per- 
ceive how  powerless  and  nugatory  is  such  legisla- 
tion? You  resolved,  at  the  last  session,  that  it 
was  expedient  to  send  a  Minister  to  South  Amer- 
ica, and  what  was  the  result?  Why,  no  Minister 
has  yet  been  appointed.  You  now  appropriate 
money,  and  what  is  to  be  the  consequence?  ft  will 
be  this :  although  the  President,  as  a  faithful  pub- 
lic servant,  must  give  due  consideration  to  your 
enactment,  yet,  if  he  think  the  measure  it  proposes 


unwise,  he  will,  as  he  is  bound  to  do,  entirely  dis- 
regard it,  and  the  money  appropriated  will  remain 
idle  and  unexhausted  in  your  Treasury,  at  the  mo- 
ment, too,  when  you  are  borrowing  millions!  I 
deny  not  that  we  may  fall  upon  evil  times,  when 
it  may  become  necessary,  from  the  corruption  or 
partiality  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  and  the  Senate, 
that  this  House  should  interpose.  But  this  is  a 
case  merely  possible,  and  most  assuredly  not  now 
existing.  But  if  it  were — if  the  Executive  had  ac- 
tually declined  to  send  an  ambassador  to  any  Gor- 
ernment,  where  our  best  interests  required  he  should 
be  sent,  I  ask,  could  you  counteract  such  a  policy 
by  a  mere  appropriation  ?  Believe  me,  it  would 
be  hrutum  fulnien,  hard,  indeed,  but  inoperative ! 
No;  the  course,  I  think,  would  be  to  withhold  your 
appropriations  for  all  Ministers,  until  the  Execu- 
tive should  perceive  the  necessity  of  pursuing  the 
path  of  duty.  Such  a  course  would  produce  the 
desired  effect,  but  it  would  be  harsh  and  uncour- 
teous,  and  only  to  be  justified  by  the  necessity  to 
be  found  in  an  extreme  case. 

We  have  been  told,  that  it  is  due  to  the  dignity 
of  this  House  to  carry  into  effect  the  measure  of 
the  last  session.  I  had  thought  that  the  dignity  of 
a  nation,  like  that  of  an  individual,  depended  more 
upon  achievement  than  loud  boasts  or  pompous 
protnises.  Let  your  appropriation  be  passed.  The 
President  still  refuses  to  appoint  an  ambassador; 
and  I  ask  you,  where  is  your  dignity  then  ?  You 
have  wrestled  with  the  Executive,  but  you  have 
gained  nothing  by  the  contest;  on  the  contrary, 
you  suffer  defeat,  and  the  dignified  attitude  you 
would  assume  belongs  to  him  who  has  obtained 
the  victory! 

This  House  is  called  upon  to  be  consistent  with 
itself,  and  to  receive  the  proposed  amendment,  be- 
cause it  passed  the  resolution  of  the  last  session. 
It  appears  to  me  that  the  resolution  of  the  last 
session  obtained  the  votes  of  a  majority  on  a  ground 
entirely  distinct  from  that  taken  in  support  of  the 
present  proposition.  It  was  then  said,  "  pass  the 
resolution,  it  will  give  vigor  to  the  cause  of  the 
Patriots ;  it  will  restore  their  confidence,  revive 
their  drooping  spirits,  advance  their  interests!" 
The  House  listened  to  the  inspiring  invocation  ;  it 
was  passed,  and  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  it  was 
productive  of  any  of  the  happy  consequences  which 
were  foretold.  Was  it  received  with  |joy,  with 
bonfires,  and  illuminations  ?  Did  it  strike  terror 
to  the  Royal  army,  or  lead  the  Patriots  to  victory  ? 
If  these  were  its  effects,  they  have  to  this  moment 
been  to  me  a  secret.  Now,  however,  the  object  is 
varied.  It  is  no  longer  to  assist  and  encourage 
the  Patriots  by  an  expression  of  public  opinion, 
but  to  coerce  the  Executive  openly  to  recognise, 
as  a  permanent  and  established  Government,  some 
one  of  the  South  American  Republics.  If,  in- 
deed, the  supporters  of  the  resolution  of  the  last 
session  intended  to  pursue  their  project  to  thb 

Eoint,  why  did  they  not  follow  up  that  resolutioa 
y  a  proposition  lilce  that  now  submitted  ?  Was 
it  because  they  were  hopeless  of  success  ?  If  so. 
the  principle  upon  which  their  resolution  passea 
must  of  necessity  be  different  from  that  upon  which 
they  would  support  the  appropriation ;  because, 
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if  they  were  the  same,  the  majority  sustaining  the 
resolution  would  likewise  have  supported  an  ap- 
propriation. If  they  could  have  succeeded,  and 
did  not  make  the  effort,  did  they  act  wisely  in 
postponing  a  measure  which  they  have  so  much 
at  heart,  and  which,  they  say,  is  so  intimately 
connected  with  the  dignity  of  this  House  and  this 
nation  ? 

It  is  said,  that  our  respect  for  Spain  should  not 
deter  us  from  adopting  the  amendment,  because 
Spain,  regenerated  as  she  is,  has  levelled  a  severe 
blow  at  our  commerce.  If  this  be  so,  we  shall 
make  it  the  subject  of  negotiation.  We  shall 
fairly  develope  the  causes  of  complaint,  and  re- 
quire the  proper  redress ;  but  I  hope  we  shall  not, 
for  the  purpose  of  avenging  an  injury,  no  matter 
how  serious  it  may  be,  recognise  the  independence 
of  the  colonies.  Such  a  policy  would  justly  be 
considered  by  the  world  as  wanting  in  that  candor 
and  magnanimity  for  which  this  nation  has  been 
singularly  remarliable;  and  the  provinces  them- 
selves would  be  but  little  obliged  to  you  for  a 
patronage  extended  at  the  latest  hour,  not  by  your 
good  will  and  devotion  to  liberty,  but  by  feelings 
of  resentment  towards  Old  Spain.  If  your  com- 
mercial difficulties  with  Spain  be  really  great, 
and  it  be  important  to  remove  them,  so  lar  from 
operating  to  the  adoption  of  a  mea>ure  which 
must  be  offensive  to  her,  they  should  teach  us 
greater  circumspection,  and  we  should  take  care 
to  remove,  rather  than  increase,  the  obstacles  im- 
peding the  way  to  negotiation. 

As  an  inducement  to  adopt  the  amendment,  a 
resort  has  been  had  to  the  perfidy  of  Spain  since, 
and  the  long  diplomacy  preceding  the  first  ratifi- 
cation of  the  Florida  treaty.  Sir,  I  am  perfectly 
aware  of  the  violation  of  a  pledged  faith,  of  which 
Spain  has  been  guilty,  and  I  admire  the  intre- 
pidity and  integrity  of  the  American  envoy,  who 
poured  the  language  of  truth  mto  the  ear  ot  a  cor- 
rupt Government;  but  I  cannot  perceive  why,  if 
Spain  has  forgotten  that  justice  which  belongs  to 
a  virtuous  nation,  we  should,  on  that  account, 
hasten  to  acknowledge  the  independence  of  her 
colonies.  It  would  be  to  shield  your  imprudence 
under  the  cover  of  her  wickedness.  No,  sir.  The 
time  was  when  you  might  have  repaired  the  in- 
jury you  had  sustained  by  using  the  remedy  within 
your  reach.  That  day  has  passed  by,  and  the  na- 
tion by  whom  you  were  wronged  is  now  volun- 
tarily upon  the  point  of  doing  you  justice.  The 
treaty  has  been  ratified,  and  Florida — which  gen- 
tlemen have  been  pleased  to  describe  as  a  howling 
desert,  a  collection  of  morasses,  but  which,  I  am 
credibly  informed,  is  possessed  of  the  most  de- 
lightful climate,  and  contains  some  of  the  finest 
lands  in  the  world — Florida  will  soon  pass  into 
your  possession.  "We  have  demanded,  and  we  shall 
receive,  ample  retribution  for  the  injuries  of  which 
we  complained,  and  if  we  are  a  generous  people, 
we  will  consign  to  forgetfulness  at  once  our  dis- 
contents and  their  provocations. 

But,  it  seems,  it  is  highly  necessary  to  us  to  pre- 
serve the  affection  of  the  Patriots.  Sir,  I  am  little 
skilled  in  the  conduct  of  nations,  but  I  have  been 
taught  to  believe,  that  we  are  to  expect  nothino^ 


from  the  affection  of  any  nation.  It  is  to  self-in- 
terest that  we  must  address  ourselves,  and  not  to 
disinterested  friendship,  which  scarcely  has  exist- 
ence among  men,  even  in  the  smallest  societies, 
where  early  association  and  long  habit  would  be 
most  likely  to  cherish  it.  Rely  upon  it,  it  was  this 
selfish  feeling  which  gave  to  us  our  European  al- 
lies, during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  not  the 
admiration  of  our  efforts,  or  the  love  of  our  insti- 
tutions. It  is  true,  the  sympathy  of  the  American 
people  enlists  itself  in  behalf  of  the  suffering 
colonies ;  but,  when  we  deliberate  upon  the  con- 
duct of  the  nation,  we  must  ask,  not  whether  we 
shall  pursue  the  feelings  of  the  people,  but  if  it  be 
our  interest  to  pursue  them  ?  I  speak  not  of  sordid 
interest,  but  of  the  honor,  reputation,  and  happi- 
ness of  the  nation. 

We  have  listened  to  a  story  as  horrible  as  a  hide- 
ous barbarity  and  a  collection  of  obscene  circum- 
stances could  make  it.  It  is  not  the  first  time  I 
have  heard  such  a  narrative.  Atrocities  have 
been  related  which  leave  far  behind  them  the 
bloodiest  incidents  of  the  most  frantic  period  of 
the  French  revolution.  Some  of  these  doubtless 
have  their  foundation  in  fact,  but  may  they  not 
derive  a  deeper  coloring  from  that  love  of  the 
marvellous  and  terrible  which  is  inseparable  from 
our  nature  ?  If  we  remember  that  this  has  been 
a  contest  of  extermination  on  both  sides,  unregu- 
lated by  the  laws  of  civilized  warfare,  can  we  be- 
lieve  that  to  the  royalists  alone  belongs  the  guilt 
of  cold-blooded  murder,  and  more  cruel  butche- 
ries ?  Or,  would  it  not  be  fair  to  admit,  that  the 
same  circumstances  have  produced  the  like  ex- 
cesses in  both  parties  ?  In  this  point  of  view,  then, 
there  can  be  no  reason  why  you  should  extend 
favor  to  the  one  at  the  expense  of  the  other.  But, 
unless  my  friend  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Trimble) 
shall  insist  that  his  authority  is  indisputable,  I 
cannot  implicitly  give  credence  to  the  anecdote  he 
has  told.  And  why  ?  Because  I,  in  common  with 
that  gentleman,  have  a  high  respect  for  the  char- 
acter and  talents  of  the  patriot  chieftain  Bolivar. 
When  the  late  armistice  was  concluded,  those  who 
had  long  been  foes  met  as  friends ;  in  the  moment 
of  conviviality  all  sorrows  and  enmities  were  for- 
gotten, and  Morillo  was  clasped  in  the  warm  em- 
brace of  Bolivar !  Sir,  who  is  Bolivar  ?  Ask  the 
gentlemen  who  urge  this  appropriation,  and  they 
will  tell  you,  he  is  the  emancipator  of  an  empire; 
a  hero  to  whom  history  furnishes  no  resemblance, 
but  in  the  magnanimity  and  virtues  of  our  own 
Washingtion  !  And  do  we  find  this  wisest,  bravest, 
best  of  men,  courting  corruption  to  his  arms ; 
greeting  a  fiend  in  human  form  with  the  emotions 
of  friendship  ? 

Sir,  the  scene  I  have  just  described  either  places 
the  character  of  Morillo  in  a  more  favorable  point 
of  view,  or  obscures,  in  some  measure,  the  repu- 
tation of  Bolivar.  I  am  not  the  apologist  of  the 
Spanish  General ;  I  like  his  character  little,  and 
his  cause  less  ;  but  we  are  taught  that  it  is  proper 
to  rescue  even  the  worst  men  from  unmerited  ob- 
loquy. Admit,  however,  all  that  has  been  said  to 
be  true,  is  this  the  argument  by  which  it  is  made 
manifest  that  we  ought  to  recognise  the  independ- 
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ence  of  South  America  ?  Sir,  it  may  move  your 
pity,  or  rouse  your  abhorrence,  but  it  cannot  reach 
the  judgment. 

Finally,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  appears  to  me  inexpe- 
dient to  make  the  appropriation  proposed,  because 
Spain  and  her  colonies  are  at  this  moment  en- 
deavoring to  put  an  end  to  their  long,  and  barbar- 
ous, and  bloody  warfare.  Why  then  should  we 
interpose  between  the  negotiating  parties,  and  de- 
cree that  for  them  which  they  are.  of  themselves, 
considering  ?  It  would  be  an  act  ol  supererogation 
in  our  Government  to  interfere  at  such  a  crisis. 

For  these  reasons  I  am  constrained  to  vote 
against  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky. 

Mr.  Lowndes  made  the  closing  speech,  in  fur- 
ther objections  to  the  motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Clay's 
motion,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Y»A8 — Meuri.  Allen  of  New  York,  Allen  of  Ten- 
neMee,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Bail, 
Bateman,  Bcecher,  Blackledge,  Boden,  Brown,  Bryan, 
Butler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Case,  Clark, 
Clay,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Culbreth,  Cul- 
peper,  Cathbert,  Darlington,  Davidson,  Earle,  Fisher, 
Floyd,  Ford,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania, 
Hackley,  Hall  of  N.  York,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibsh- 
man,  Hooks,  Hostetter,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Tennessee, 
Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Lincoln,  McCreary  , McLean  of  Ken- 
tucky, .Mallary,  Marchand,  Meech,  Metcalf,  Monell,  R. 
Moore,  8.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Murray,  Parker  of 
Matiachusctts,  Patterson,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Richmond, 
Rogers,  Ross,  Shaw,  Sloan,  Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs, 
Tarr,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Udree, 
Upbam,  Van  Rensselaer,  Walker,  Wallace,  and  Wil- 
liams of  Virginia — 79. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen 
of  Massachusetts,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Barbour,  Bayly, 
Brevard,  Brush,  Buffum,  Burton,  Butler  of  N.  Hamp- 
shire, Clagett,  Cobb,  Crafts,  Cushman,  Dane,  Denni- 
Bon,  Dickinson,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of 
Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Eustis, 
Fay,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Gorham,  Gray, 
Guyon,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hemphill, 
Hill,  Hobart,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kendall,  Kent,  I^a- 
throp,  Livermore,  Lowndes,  Maclay,  McCoy,  McCul- 
lough,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Meigs,  Mercer,  Mont- 
gomery, Morton,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts, 
Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  of  Virginia, 
Pinckney,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Reid,  Rhea,  Rich,  Rich- 
ards, Ringgold,  Robertson,  Russ,  Sawyer,  Sergeant, 
Silsbce,  Simkins,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Street,  Strong  of 
Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Swearingen,  Terrell, 
Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Warfield,  VVendover,  Whitman,  Williams  of 
North  Carolina,  and  Wood — 86. 

So  the  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Beecher  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  a  provision  appropriating  the  sum  of 
twenty  thousand  dollars  for  the  repair  of  the  Cum- 
berland Road,  being  a  part  of  the  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  appropriations  for  completing  that  road. 

The  motion  was  negatived  ;  and  the  bill  was 
thenordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion,  the  House  then  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow. 


Saturday,  February  10. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  representatives  of  Patience  Gordon, 
widow,  deceased,"  made  a  report  thereon,  recom- 
mending that  the  said  bill  be  rejected  ;  which  was 
read,  and,  together  with  the  bill,  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hardin,  the  Coitttnittee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  exempting  from  the  custom- 
house duties  all  such  articles  which  are  now  by 
law  subject  to  duty,  as  may  have  been,  or  may 
hereafter  be,  imported  for  the  express  use  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  cathedral  and  college  erected  and 
established  at  Bardstown,  in  Kentucky. 

Mr.  Cannon  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  House,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  to 
provide  an  uniform  system  of  organization  for  the 
militia  of  the  different  States  and  Territories,  and 
for  instructing  the  officers  of  the  same  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  United  States,  be  discharged,  and 
that  the  said  bill  be  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
And,  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit,: 

'^  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  Government  for  the  year  1821 ;"  and 

''  An  act  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post 
roads ;"  j 

Were  severally  read  the  third  time,  passed  and 
sent  to  the  Senate. 

MISSOURI. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  New  Hampshire,  submitted  the 
following  joint  resolution: 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
semhled.  That  the  {>eople  of  Missouri  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  authorized  to  form  a  new  constitution,  or 
to  alter  the  constitution  which  they  have  already 
formed  and  presented  to  Congress,  in  such  way  and 
manner  as  they  may  judge  most  proper,  and  submit 
the  same  to  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  being  admit- 
ted into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  origi- 
nal SUtes. 

Mr.  Tomlinson  said,  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  was  certainly 
entitled  to  the  deliberate  consideration  of  the 
House,  and,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  gentle- 
men an  opportunity  to  examine  the  proposition, 
Mr.  T.  moved  that  it  be  laid  upon  the  table  and 
printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clav,  from  the  select  committee,  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  delivered  in  the  follow- 
ing report  and  amendment: 

The  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  re«- 
olution  from  the  Senate  declaring  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union,  have,  according  to 
order,  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  beg  leare 
to  submit  t»  the  House  the  following  report : 

That  they  have  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the 
duty  assigned  them  by  the  House,  with  the  most  anx- 
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ioas  desire  to  arrive  at  a  conclusion  which  would  give 
general  gatisfaction ;  that,  in  the  prosecution  of  this 
purpose,  it  seemed  to  them  to  be  useful  to  ascertain, 
in  the  first  place,  by  a  full  and  frank  comparison  of 
opinions  among  themselves,  whether  any,  and  what, 
conditions  ought  to  be  prescribed  to  the  admission  of 
Missouri  into  the  Union ;  that,  on  making  this  com- 
parison, the  opinion  appeared  to  be  nearly  unanimous 
in  the  committee,  that  no  other  conditions  ought  now 
to  be  reiyired  than  those  which  were  specified  in  the 
act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  providing  for  the 
admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union ;  and  that,  con- 
sidering all  the  circumstances  attending  that  act,  the 
settlement  which  it  made  of  the  question  of  rc'striction 
ought  not  to  be  disturbed ;  that  this  opinion  limited 
their  subsequent  inquiry  to  the  consideration  of  the 
single  question,  whether  the  constitution  which  Mis- 
souri has  formed  for  herself  contained  any  thing  in  it 
which  furnished  a  valid  objection  to  her  incorporation 
in  the  Union  1     And,  on  that  question,  they  thought 
that  there  was  no  other  provision  in  that  constitution 
to  which  Congress  could  of  right  take  exception,  but 
that  which  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  of 
Missouri  to  pass  laws  to  prevent  free  negroes  and  mu- 
lattoes  from  going  to  and  settling  in  the  said  State. 
In  regard  to  that  clause,  the  same  diversity  of  opinion 
existed  among  the  members  of  the  committee  which 
had  been  previously  manifested  in  the  House — one 
portion  believing  it  liable  to  an  interpretation  repug- 
nant to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
other  thinking  it  not   exposed  to  that  objection,    or 
that,  if  it  were,  the  exceptionable  interpretation  was 
superseded  by  the  paramount  authority  of  the  Federal 
Constitution. 

With  these  conflicting  opinions,  the  committee 
thought  it  best  that,  without  either  side  abandoning 
its  opinion,  an  endeavor  should  be  made  to  frame  an 
amendment  to  the  Senate's  resolution,  which,  com- 
promitting  neither,  should  contain  an  adequate  secu- 
rity against  the  violation  of  the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities of  citizens  of  other  States  in  Missouri ;  and,  a 
majority  of  the  committee  thinking  that  such  security 
could  not  be  sufficiently  afiorded  without  some  pre- 
vious act  to  be  done  by  the  Legislature  of  Missouri, 
the  amendment  was  finally  agreed  upon,  which  they 
now  beg  leave  to  report. 

According  to  this  amendment,  Missouri  is  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  upon  the  fundamental  condi- 
tion, that  she  shall  never  pass  any  laws  preventing 
any  description  of  persons  from  going  to  and  settling 
in  the  said  State,  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be- 
come, citizens  of  any  of  the  States  in  this  Union  ;  and, 
upon  the  Legislature  of  the  said  State  signifying  its 
assent  to  that  condition,  by  a  solemn  public  act,  which 
is  to  be  communicated  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  he  is  to  proclaim  the  fact,  and  thereupon  the 
admission  of  the  said  State  into  the  Union  is  to  be 
complete,  without  any  further  or  other  proceeding  on 
the  part  of  Congress.  To  prevent,  however,  this 
amendment  from  being  considered  as  impairing  any 
right  which  may  appertain  to  Missouri,  in  common  with 
other  States,  to  exclude  from  her  jurisdiction  persons 
under  peculiar  circumstances,  (such  as  paupers,  vaga- 
bonds, &C.,)  a  further  proviso  is  added,  declaring  that 
nothing  in  the  said  amendment  is  to  be  construed  to 
tak»4rom  Missouri,  when  admitted  into  the  Union,  the 
exercise  of  any  right  or  power  which  the  original 
Stales  may  constitutionally  exert. 

le  modification  which  the  committee  thus  respect- 


fully recommend  of  the  Senate's  resolution,  is  the  re- 
sult of  a  spirit  of  concord,  under  the  guidance  of  which 
they  have  anxiously  sought,  without  the  sacrifice  of 
principle  on  either  side,  to  reconcile  the  variant  opin- 
ions among  them.  There  cannot  be  a  doubt  but  that 
Missouri,  solicitous  as  she  must  be,  to  participate  in  all 
the  high  advantages  of  our  excellent  Union,  will 
eagerly  seize  the  opportunity  of  testifying  her  attach- 
ment to  the  Federal  Constitution,  by  giving  the  solemn 
pledge  which  she  is  asked  to  make,  to  respect  the  priv> 
ileges  and  immunities  which  it  secures  to  citizens  of 
other  States — a  pledge  become  necessary,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  a  large  and  respectable  portion  of  the  House,  by 
the  terms  which  she  has  employed  in  a  clause  of  her 
constitution.  Nor  will  there  be  a  doubt  of  the  since- 
rity or  efficacy  of  such  a  pledge.  On  the  other  hand, 
if,  by  postponing,  for  a  short  period,  her  admission  into 
the  Union — a  circumstance  every  day  less  and  less  im- 
portant, in  consequence  of  the  lapse  of  the  time  allot- 
ted to  this  session,  those  who  thought  her  invested  with 
a  perfect  right  to  be  admitted,  without  delay,  are  not 
fully  gratified,  they  will  be  consoled  by  the  reflection 
that  the  amendment  requires  only  the  performance  of 
a  precise  and  simple  act,  which  cannot  be  mistaken 
by  the  highly  responsible  officer  to  whom  the  judg- 
ment of  its  execution  is  confided ;  and  the  whole 
House  must  be  gratified  with  any  proper  disposition 
of  the  subject,  which  will  henceforth  free  the  public 
deliberations  from  the  agitation  and  disturbance  to 
which  it  is  but  too  likely  always  to  give  rise.  And 
your  committee  believe  that  all  must  ardently  unite  in 
wishing  an  amicable  termination  of  a  question  which, 
if  it  be  longer  kept  open,  cannot  fail  to  produce,  and 
possibly  to  perpetuate,  prejudices  and  animosities 
among  a  people  to  whom  the  conservation  of  their 
moral  ties  should  be  even  dearer,  if  possible,  than  that 
of  their  political  bond.  Sharing,  as  the  committee  do, 
largely  in  this  sentiment,  they  respectfully  submit  to 
the  House  the  amendment  which  they  propose,  in  the 
hope  that  it  will  be  received  and  considered  in  the 
same  spirit  in  which  it  has  been  devised. 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  "  be"  in  the  third  line 
of  the  Senate's  resolution,  and  insert 

"Admitted  into  this  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States,  in  all  respects  whatever,  upon  the 
fundamental  condition,  that  the  said  State  shall  never 
pass  any  law  preventing  any  description  of  persons 
from  coming  to  and  settling  in  the  said  State,  who 
now  are  or  hereafter  may  become  citizens  of  any  of 
the  States  of  this  Union :  And  provided,  also,  That 
the  Legislature  of  the  said  State,  by  a  solemn  public 
act,  shall  declare  the  assent  of  the  said  State  to  the 
said  fundamental  condition,  and  shall  transmit  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  on  or  before  the  fourth 
Monday  of  November  next,  an  authentic  copy  of  the 
said  act;  upon  the  receipt  whereof,  the  President,  by 
proclamation,  shall  announce  the  fact;  whereupon, 
and  without  any  further  proceeding  on  the  part  of 
Congress,  the  admission  of  the  said  State  into  this 
Union  shall  be  considered  as  complete  :  And  provided 
further.  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  con- 
strued to  take  from  the  said  State  of  Missouri,  when 
admitted  into  this  Union,  the  exercise  of  any  right  or 
power  which  can  now  be  constitutionally  exercised  by 
any  of  the  original  States." 

The  resolution,  with  the  report,  was,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Clay,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table ;  and  Mr. 
Clay  gave  notice  that  he  should  call  for  its  con- 
sideration on  Monday. 


1081 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1082 


February,  1821. 


South  American  Promnces. 


H.  or  R. 


SOUTH  AMERICAN  PROVINCES. 

Mr.  Clay  rose,  and  submitted  for  consideration 
the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  House  of  Representatives  par- 
ticipate:* with  the  people  of  the  United  States  in  the 
deep  interest  which  they  feel  for  the  success  of  the 
Spanish  provinces  of  South  America  which  are  atrug- 
gling  to  establish  their  liberty  and  independence ;  and 
that  it  will  give  its  Constitutional  support  to  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  whenever  he  may  deem 
it  expedient  to  recognise  the  sovereignty  and  independ- 
ence of  any  of  the  said  provinces. 

In  offering  this  resolution,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  was 
influenced  by  the  general  solicitude  wbicn  he  felt 
on  this  subject,  and  by  the  conviction  that  there 
was  a  majority  of  the  House  in  favor  of  an  ex- 
pression of  a  sentiment  favorable  to  the  cause  of 
the  people  of  the  Spanish  provinces.  The  vote  of 
yesterday,  to  the  contrary,  was  influenced,  in  a 
great  degree,  it  was  evident^  by  considerations  of 
form.  He  bad  framed  this  resolution  so  as,  he 
hoped,  to  be  unexceptionable  in  that  respect ;  and, 
though  it  did  not  go  as  far  as  he  wished  to  go,  it 
went  to  a  certain  extent  in  giving  the  counten- 
ance of  this  House  to  the  exertions  of  the  people 
of  the  South.  Mr.  C.  said,  as  the  subject  was 
well  understood,  and  he  wished  not  to  consume 
the  time  of  the  House,  he  should  not  debate  the 

Proposition,  unless  he  should  be  obliged  to  do  so 
y  debate  against  it. 

Mr.  Reid  moved  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the 
table,  for  consideration,  as  well  because  of  the 
general  importance  of  any  proposition  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  the  propriety  of  acting  on  it  with  delib- 
eration, as  because  the  gentleman  who  was  at  the 
head  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr. 
LowNOEs)  was  this  day  absent. 

Mr.  Clay  stated,  tnat  he  had  informed  his 
friend  at  the  head  of  the  Committee  of  Foreig^n 
Affairs,  who  was  absent  from  a  temporary  indis- 
position, that  he  intended  to  submit  such  a  pro- 
position as  this  to-day ;  and  received  for  answer 
that  he  did  not  care  about  being  present  at  the  dis- 
cussion, and  did  not  wish  to  be  sent  for. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  made  a  few  remarks, 
to  show  that  the  House  ought  to  act  with  caution 
and  deliberation  on  a  proposition  of  this  sort, 
which,  for  aught  they  knew,  might  compromit 
the  peace  of  the  country. 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table,  resulted  thus:  For  it  laying  on 
the  table  71 ;  against  it  72. 

So  the  motion  was  lost ;  and  the  question  was 
stated  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution. 

Here  arose  a  debate,  which  occupied  the  whole 
day. 

Mr.  Wood  first  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  mo- 
tion ;  because  it  proposed  to  make  needless  pro- 
fessions, and  was  not  therefore  consistent  with 
self-respect ;  because,  if  it  had  any  object,  it  was 
an  encroachment  on  the  power  of  the  Executive, 
and  might  produce  a  collision  between  the  two 
departments  of  Government,  which  was  much  to 
be  deprecated. 

Mr.  Floyd  referred  to  an  early  message  of  Pre- 
sident Washington  to  Congress,  to  show  that,  at 


that  time,  the  previous  consent  of  Congress  was 
thought  necessary  to  the  institution  of  foreign  mis- 
sions ;  thence,  and  from  other  considerations,  ar- 
guing that  this  resolution,  so  far  from  interfering 
with  the  Executive  prerogative  was  a  fair  exercise 
of  the  undoubted  rights  of  this  House.  Mr.  F. 
also  supported  the  proposition  on  the  ground  of 
expediency,  and  as  going  to  counteract  the  policy 
of  the  Holy  Alliance  by  organizing  a  different 
policy  on  this  side  of  the  water,  &c. 

Mr.  Archer  required  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion, so  as  to  take  it  first  on  the  first  member  of 
the  resolution.  And  the  question  was  accord- 
ingly stated  on  agreeing  thereto  in  the  following 
words : 

Retolved,  That  the  House  of  Representatives  par- 
ticipates with  the  people  of  the  United  States  in  the 
deep  interest  which  they  feel  for  the  success  of  the 
Spanish  provinces  of  South  America  which  are  strug- 
gling to  establish  their  liberty  and  independence. 

Mr.  Robertson  deprecated  the  passage  of  the 
whole  resolution  as  supererogatory,  if  not  of  inju- 
rious tendency.  If  it  was  intended  only  to  apprize 
the  Executive  that  this  House  would  support  him, 
that  had  been  done  by  the  vote  of  last  session ;  if 
it  was  to  express  the  sentiment  of  this  House  in 
regard  to  the  subject,  that  too  had  been  done  by 
the  vote  of  last  session ;  and  a  repetition  of  sucn 
declarations  could  serve  only  to  show  a  doubt  of 
our  own  constancy.  If,  however,  it  was  intended 
to  goad  the  Executive  into  a  departure  from  its 
hitherto  wise  policy  on  this  subject,  he  was  de- 
cidedly opposed  to  it,  &c.  Mr.  R.  concluded  by 
saying,  that  as  the  proposition  was  divided,  he 
!?houId,  though  he  deemed  such  a  declaration 
wholly  supernuous  and  unnecessary,  vote  in  favor 
of  the  first  clause  of  the  resolution,  and  against 
the  second. 

Mr.  Wood  then  moved  that  the  whole  subject 
be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Mo.NTGOMERY  assigned  the  reasons  why  he 
should  vote  for  the  indefinite  postponement,  and, 
should  that  not  prevail,  against  both  branches  of 
the  resolution.  He  was  opposed  to  the  first  pa,rt 
of  it,  as  asserting  what  he  did  not  know  to  be  the 
fact,  and  what  he  did  not  believe  to  be  the  fact  as 
regarded  his  immediate  constituents — that  the 
people  take  a  deep  interest  in  a  matter  wholly 
foreign  to  them.  The  second  part  of  the  resolu- 
tion he  wholly  disapproved.  He  believed  it  to 
be  the  true  policy  of^  thl*!  country  to  stand  aloof 
from  this  conflict,  as  the  Powers  of  Europe,  more 
deeply  interested,  had  done.  Were  we  to  engage 
in  it,  it  was  difficult  to  predict  how  it  would  end, 
&-C.  Mr.  M.  suggested,  however,  that  the  motion 
had  an  object  something  deeper  than  an  expres- 
sion of  the  opinion  of  this  House,  and  that  it 
might  be  intended  to  goad  the  President  into  a 
course  of  policy  which  his  judgment  did  not  ap- 
prove, and  which  the  nation  did  not  wish  for. 

Mr.  Tyler  assigned  the  grounds  on  which, 
though  he  had  voted  against  all  the  other  proposi- 
tions of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  he  should 
vole  for  this.  The  first  part  of  it,  he  said,  asked 
him  only  to  speak  the  sentiments  of  his  constitu- 
ents ;  and,  knowing  well  their  feelings  on  this 
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subject,  he  could  not  hesitate  to  vote  in  the  afl&r- 
mative  upon  it.  The  second  part  of  the  r^olu- 
tion  only  proposed  to  declare,  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  enjoys  so  much  the  confi- 
dence of  this  House,  thai,  whenever  he  should 
think  proper  to  recognise  the  independence  of  any 
of  the  Southern  provinces,  it  will  support  him  in 
it  To  this,  Mr.  T.  had  no  objection.  In  voting 
for  the  whole  proposition,  he  should  only  express 
the  sentiment  of  his  heart,  a  deep  sympathy  for  a 
people  struggling  for  liberty,  &c. 

Mr.  Walker  expressed  his  sentiments  decidedly 
in  favor  of  the  whole  resolution.     The  subject,  he 
said,  was  near  his  heart;  and  he  would  not  hesi- 
tate to  throw  our  weight  into  the  scale  of  liberty,  i 
He  enumerated  several  considerations  which  in-  j 
fluenced  him  to  this  course,  among  which  were ! 
the  general  duty  of  individuals  and  of  societies  to  i 
sympathize  with  and  do  good  to  one  another  ;  the 
similarity  of  the  struggle  of  these  provinces  with  { 
Spain  to  that  of  our  Revolution  ;  the  similarity,  i 
too,  of  their  forms  of  government,  &c.    He  was 
not  afraid  of  trusting  the  President  and  had  no 
fear  of  committing  him,  by  passing  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Mercer  assigned  tne  reasons  why  he  was 
in  favor  of  this  resolution,  and  against  the  post- 
ponement. He  disclaimed  any  want  of  confidence 
in  the  Executive  :  nor  did  the  resolution  go  upon 
any  such  ground,  but  on  the  contrary  its  very 
terms  excluded  such  a  conclusion.  He  considered 
it  as  differing  widely  in  principle  from  the  propo- 
sition to  make  an  appropriation  for  sending  a 
Minister  or  Ministers  to  South  America.  Advert- 
ing to  the  supposed  power  of  the  President  to  re- 
cognise the  independence  of  a  Government  by 
receiving  a  Minister  as  well  as  by  sending  one,  in  | 
which  recognition  the  Senate  would  have  no 
voice,  it  became  this  House,  he  said,  to  share  a 
part  of  the  responsibility  which  the  Executive 
would  incur  by  such  a  recognition.  He  doubted, 
himself,  whether  the  President  could  recognise  the 
independence  of  a  foreign  Power,  by  receiving  a 
Minister,  without  the  consent  of  this  House.  By 
this  resolution,  without  prescribing  any  thing  to 
the  President,  that  difficulty  would  be  removed. 
With  regard  to  his  constituents,  Mr.  M.  expressed 
in  strong  terms  his  conviction  of  the  deep  feeling 
which  they  entertained  favorable  to  the  South 
Americans.  Though  approving  of  the  course  of 
the  President  in  regard  to  the  colonies  hitherto, 
more  than  he  did  of  his  course  to  the  mother 
country,  (alluding  to  the  occupation  of  Florida 
during  the  Seminole  war,)  he  should  yet  cheer- 
fully vote  for  the  whole  resolution. 

Mr.  Clagett  stated  the  reasons  why,  though 
approving  of  the  sentiments  in  the  resolution,  he 
could  not  vote  for  it.  He  considered  the  question 
to  be  the  same  in  substance  as  that  to  which  he 
yesterday  gave  a  negative  vote.  So  far  as  the 
provinces  were  engaged  against  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment, they  had  his  best  wishes  and  sincere 
syacathy ;  but,  he  suggested,  that,  according  to 
the  best  accounts  we  have,  their  struggle  is  more 
acoongst  themselves,  and,  so  far,  was  one  in  which 
Xl^could  feel  no  sympathy.  He  expressed  his 
iimiise  at  the  comparisons  which  had  been  so  of- 


ten made  between  the  case  of  these  provinces  and 
that  of  our  Revolution,  between  which  the  resem- 
blance was  at  least  remote.  Believing  that  the 
power  of  recognition  was  confided  to  another 
branch  of  the  Government,  both  competent  and 
disposed  to  exercise  it  when  proper,  ana  for  other 
reasons  which  he  assigned,  he  was  opposed  to  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  Cobb  assigned  the  considerations  which  in- 
duced him  to  doubt  the  propriety  of  passing  this 
resolution,  though  entertaining  a  feeling  of  deep 
sympathy  with  the  Southern  provinces.  He  had,  he 
said,  almost  a  similar  feeling  in  regard  to  the  peo- 
ple of  old  Spain,  now  regenerated  and  compara- 
tively free.  The  relative  situation  of  Spain  and 
her  colonies,  he  argued,  was  now  essentially  dif- 
ferent from  what  it  was  two  or  three  years  ago. 
They  were  then  struggling  against  a  relentless 
tyranny  ;  but  there  was  now  at  least  a  probability 
(referring  to  the  pacification  between  Morillo  and 
Bolivar,  and  to  other  indications)  that  old  Spain 
would  voluntarily  do  justice  to  the  colonies.  Mr. 
C.  thought  theretore  it  was  not  true  policy  at  this 
time  for  this  country  to  do  any  act  on  this  subject, 
however  inclined.  For  this  consideration,  and 
because  he  believed  the  Executive  felt  on  this  sub- 
ject in  the  same  manner  as  this  House  and  the 
nation,  and  as  he  had  indeed  expressly  said  in  his 
message,  he  saw  no  occasion  for  passing  this  reso- 
lution. It  would  be  time  enough  to  act,  he  argued, 
when  the  course  of  old  Spain  was  clearly  marked 
out.  If,  however,  the  direct  vote  on  the  resolution 
was  forced  upon  the  House,  he  should  vote  for  the 
first  part,  but  against  the  second,  believing  that 
sound  policy  was  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  Baldwin  opposed  the  resolution,  not  from 
any  hostility  to  its  avowed  object,  but  because  it 
proposed  to  refer  to  the  President  an  act  which,  in 
his  opinion,  it  was  not  for  him,  but  for  the  three 
branches  of  the  Government  collectively,  to  per- 
form. If  any  thing  was  done  on  this  subject,  he 
wished  it  to  be  done  by  all  the  branches  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  Maclay  opposed  the  resolution,  although, 
were  he  to  suffer  his  feelings  to  govern  him,  he 
should  be  in  favor  of  if.  The  subject,  he  said, 
had  been  long  before  the  Executive,  and  much  de- 
liberated upon.  Before  such  a  resolution  as  this 
was  passed,  Mr.  M.  argued,  that  gentleman  ought 
to  be  possessed  of  full  information  on  the  subject — 
of  all  the  information  which  the  Executive  pos- 
sesses, and  by  which  its  course  has  been  influen- 
ced, that  they  might  judge  whether  that  Depart- 
ment had  or  had  not  performed  its  duty.  Believ- 
ing that  It  had  done  so,  and  would  hereafter  do  so, 
he  was  against  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Stevens  defended  the  Constitutional  right 
of  this  House  to  express  its  opinion  on  any  topic 
of  public  interest.  So  far  from  interfering  with 
the  Executive  authority,  he  regarded  such  expres- 
sions of  opinion  as  facilitating  the  exercise  oithat 
authority,  this  being  a  Government  of  opinion, 
and  as  it  must  be  desirable  to  the  Executive  to 
know  what  public  opinion  is,  &c.  With  regard 
to  this  measure  being  a  goad  to  the  Executive, 
Mr.  S.  suggested  that  there  was  no  reason  to  ap- 


1085 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1086 


February,  1821. 


South  American  Provinces. 


H.  OP  R. 


prehend  that  the  Executive  of  this  day  was  to 
be  alarmed  or  driven  from  his  course  by  any  such 
measure.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  resolve  as  an 
expression  of  the  opinion  of  this  House,  en  a  point 
on  which  he  had  no  hesitation  in  expressing  his 
individual  opinion. 

Mr.  Brown  said,  that  he  did  not  rise  to  enter 
into  a  lengthy  argument,  nor  would  he  have  arisen 
at  all  had  there  not  appeared  a  difference  of  opin- 
ion between  two  of  his  colleagues,  (Mr.  Clay 
and  Mr.  Montgomery,)  upon  a  point  in  which 
the  character  of  his  immediate  constituents  and 
the  State  at  large,  seemed  to  him  much  concerned. 
He  meant  no  less  than  a  diversity  of  opinion  as 
to  the  sensibility  of  Kentucky  to  the  cause  of  lib- 
erty, in  which  tne  patriots  of  South  America  were 
engaged,  and  to  the  protracted  suffering  of  that 
oppressed  people.  His  colleague,  the  honorable 
mover  of  this  resolution,  (Mr.  Clay,)  believed 
that  the  people  of  Kentucky  took  a  deep  interest 
in  the  struggle  of  the  patriots  of  South  America. 
His  colleague  (Mr.  Montgomery)  did  not  know 
that  his  constituents  felt  such  an  interest.  Mr.  B. 
said,  that  he  was  free  to  declare  it  as  his  belief 
that  the  people  of  Kentucky  did  feel  a  lively  and 
strong  interest  for  the  success  of  the  Patriot  cause; 
and  that  he  was  led  to  this  conclusion  whether  he 
judged  from  the  expressions  of  those  with  whom 
It  luid  been  his  pleasure  to  mingle,  the  rumor  of 
the  country  at  large,  from  the  entertainments 
given  in  honor  of  his  colleague  (Mr.  Clay,)  at 
which  sincere  thanks  had  been  expressed  for  his 
disinterested  ardor  and  fervid  eloquence,  in  sup- 
port of  the  cause  of  the  Patriots;  or  whether  he 
judged  from  the  almost  universal  expression  of  the 
wish  of  the  people  for  the  success  of  the  Patriots, 
at  each  successive  anniversary  of  our  indepen- 
dence, when,  in  the  social  and  festive  circle,  the 
feelings  of  the  heart  have  been  most  free  and  un- 
disguised. He  said,  finally,  to  trouble  the  House 
no  further  upon  this  point,  that,  whatever  might 
be  the  feelings  of  the  constituents  of  his  honora- 
ble colleague,  (Mr.  Montgomery,)  he  would  un- 
hesitatingly pledge  himself  to  the  House,  that  the 
people  01  that  portion  of  the  State  which  he  had 
the  honor  to  represent  did  take  a  warm  and  deep 
interest  in  the  cause  of  South  American  liberty. 

Mr.  B.  said  that,  w^hile  up,  he  would  take  occa- 
sion to  say,  that  no  member  upon  that  floor  enter- 
tained more  favorable  sentiments  of  the  patriot- 
ism and  wisdom  of  our  venerable  Chief  Magis- 
trate than  he  did;  a  patriotism  established  by  a 
long  life  of  devotion  to  his  country,  in  high  and 
responsible  stations.  He  would,  on  all  occasions, 
refrain  from  invading  the  prerogatives  of  every 
co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Government,  or  from 
wantonly  or  lightly  injuring  the  feelings  of  any  of 
her  ofl[icers ;  the  first  would  be  unwise,  the  last 
cruel.  But,  while  he  entertained  these  sentiments, 
he  must  be  permitted  to  say,  that  he  had  felt,  on 
more  occasions  than  one,  this  House  somewhat 
humiliated,  by  the  display  of  an  inflamed  sensi- 
bility for  the  leelings  and  prerogatives  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Department.  For  one,  he  was  disposed  to 
act,  when  impelled  by  a  sense  of  duty,  without  so 
much  regard  to  these  considerations.    He  begged 


leave  to  suggest,  for  the  consideration  of  gentle- 
men who  claimed  to  be  the  exclusive  friends  of 
the  Executive,  whether  the  course  which  they 
pursued  was  not  calculated  to  defeat  the  object 
which  they  had  in  view,  by  authorizing  an  opin- 
ion that  their  approbation  was  a  blind  one ;  or 
that  they  feared  his  measures  would  not  bear 
scrutiny  )  He  hoped  and  believed  that  the  Presi- 
dent would  not  disappoint  the  favorable  expecta- 
tions of  his  country.  Mr.  B.  said,  that  each 
branch  of  the  Government,  must,  or  ought  to  act 
upon  the  information  which  each  severally  pav 
sessed,  and  not  upon  that  which,  by  possibility, 
might  be  possessed  by  another. 

He  knew  not  what  information  was  possessed 
by  the  President  beyond  his  own ;  he  admitted  it 
to  be  his  right,  and  often  his  duty,  (and  he  should 
not  contend  that  he  had  violated  either  on  this 
occasion,)  to  retain  within  his  own  department 
the  information  which  he  collected  ;  and  while  he 
most  willingly  admitted  that  the  President  might 
be  free  from  blame,  judging  by  the  facts  before 
him,  the  President  would  have  the  liberality  ivot 
to  censure  Congress,  should  they  arrive  at  a  differ- 
ent conclusion  from  the  facts  within  their  knowl- 
edge, and  not  those  known  to  him,  and  of  which 
they  were  ignorant.  Mr.  B.  said,  that  he  would 
frankly  declare,  that,  from  the  information  which 
he  had,  Tby  some  reading  and  inquiry  obtained, 
but  whicn  he  would  not  consume  the  time  of  the 
House  to  communicate,)  he  had  believed  this  Gov- 
ernment too  cold  and  tardy  in  its  advance  towards 
a  recognition  of  the  Patriot  Governments  of  South 
America;  but,  whether  right  or  wrong,  he  en- 
tertained no  doubt  that  the  President  had,  with 
the  most  anxious  wishes  for  his  country's  good, 
pursued  the  course  of  policy  which  he  had  done. 
He  believed  this  an  occasion  on  which  it  com- 
ported with  the  dignity  and  character  of  the  Amer- 
ican Congress  to  express  their  own  sentiments,  as 
well  as  those  which  they  believed  actuated  their 
constituents ;  and,  after  having  borne  this  evidence, 
he  had  great  confidence  that  the  President,  giving 
that  consideration  to  this  proceeding  which  it 
merited,  and  reviewing  the  whole  circumstances, 
would  decide  wisely  and  satisfactorily.  And 
should  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  in  which  is 
contained  a  pledge  of  support,  have  the  effect  of 
encouraging  and  strengthening  the  confidence  of 
the  President  in  the  policy  of  treating  the  revo- 
lutionary governments  of  South  America  with 
more  kindness  than  heretofore,  he,  for  one,  should 
not  deplore  the  result.  But,  Mr.  B.  said,  I  have 
felt  myself  still  more  humiliated  when  any  d«)art- 
ment  of  the  Government,  and  more  particularly 
the  members  of  this  House,  have  esteenaed  it  neces- 
sary to  predicate  our  movements,  essentially,  upon 
the  smiles  or  frowns  of  foreign  Governments. 

Several  gentlemen  have  alluded  to  the  disasters 
which  might  arise  from  giving  offence  to  the 
crowned  heads  across  the  Atlantic.  I  would  not. 
sir,  disregard  the  interests,  opinions,  or  even  the 
feelings  of  foreign  nations;  but,  giving  a  due 
weight  to  these  considerations,  the  American 
Grovernment  should  decide  upon  its  true  interest 
and  policy,  and  having  done  so,  proceed  with  a 
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firm  and  steady  pace,  fearless  of  the  consequences 
of  displeasure  from  abroad.    Mr.  B.  said,  that  gen- 
tlemen who  opposed  the  resolution  had  not  been 
altogether  consistent ;  most  of  those  who  have  fa- 
vored us  with  their  views,  have  bottomed  their 
opposition  upon  the  ground  that  it  is  the  exclusive 
duty  of  the  President  to  decide  upon  the  policy  of 
foreign  missions,  and  were  fearful  that  this  meas- 
ure might  be  constrxied  into  a  censure,  or  an  at- 
tempt at  coercion  u^n  him.     A  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Baldwin)  did  not  fear  an  en- 
croachment upon  the  feelings  or  prerogative  of  the 
President,  being  of  opinion  that  Congress,  and  not 
the  Executive,  ought  to  decide  upon  the  policy  of 
recognising  the  Patriots ;  and  that  Congress  seemed 
by  this  resolution  to  recede  from  a  discharge  of 
their  duty,  and  to  be  willing,  tamely,  to  cast  it 
upon  the  President.     While  another  equally  dis- 
tinguished member  from  the  same  State  (Mr.  Ser- 
geant) concurred  in  the  conclusion  that  the  reso- 
lution ought  to  be  rejected,  but  upon  grounds  al- 
together different  from,  and  repugnant  to,  those  of 
his  colleague.     These  are  some  of  the  inconsisten-  I 
cies  into  which  gentlemen  had  been  driven  by  a  I 
precipitate  opposition  to  a  resolution  so  manifestly  ! 
plain  and  unexceptionable.    Mr.  B.  said  that  he  I 
believed  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Government  ' 
possessed  of  the  Constitutional  power  of  perform-  I 
ing  those  acts  which  would  amount  to  a  recogni-  I 
tion;  that  he  would  not  now  detain  the  House 
with  the  arguments  upon  which  he  rested  his  opin- 
ion; that  he  would  say,  with  the  utmost  sincerity, 
that  he  was  equally  opposed   to  censure  or  coer- 
cion ;  but  that  he  did  wish  the  Executive  to  be 
fully  and  officially  informed  of  the  feelings  of  this 
House  and  of  the  nation ;  as  well  as  of  their  con- 
fidence in  his  wisdom  and  their  determination  to 
support  him.    And  this  course  had  become  doubly 
necessary,  since  a  doubt  had  been  expressed  upon 
this  floor,  as  to  the  feelings  of  the  nation.     The 
resolution  amounted  to  no  more,  without  the  most 
paliMible  distortion,  than  an   expression  of  good 
will  towards  the  South  American  provinces;  and 
a  determination,  from  our  confidence  in  the  Presi- 
dent, to   support  him.     The  opposition   was,   to 
him,  wholly   unaccountable.     Mr.   B.   said,  sir, 
acting  upon  such  information  as  I  possess,  I  shall 
do  my  duty  as  dictated  by  the  feelings  of  my  heart, 
and  the  operations  of  my  judgment,  though  the 
sensibility  of  the  President  should  be  offended,  or 
though,  about  which  I  care  still  less,  iCings  or 
Emperors  should  think  us  uncourteous.     f  am 
sure  they  will  think  us  fair,  frank,  and  generous. 
I  will  not  shrink  from  my  portion  of  responsibili- 
ty, and  let  the  President  take  his. 

Mr.  S-MiTH,  of  ^Maryland,  stated  several  objec- 
tions to  the  resolution, among  which  were  the  fol- 
lowing: That  it  attributed  to  the  President  a 
power  (that  of  recognition)  too  important  to  be 
exercised  by  any  authority  less  than  the  three 
branches  of  the  Government ;  that  it  proposed  to 
make  this  House,  incompatibly  with  the  Consti- 
tution, the  adviser  of  the  President,  thus  taking 
from  him  a  part  at  least  of  his  Constitutional  r^ 
sponsibility  ;  that  it  would  afford  a  bad  precedent 
which,  in  future  limes,  may  be  used,  through  the 


influence  of  the  President,  in  this  House  ;  that  it 
proposes  that  this  House  should  compromit  its  suc- 
cessors in  office,  which  it  could  not  do,  and  which 
it  was  therefore  improper  to  attempt,  &c. 

Mr.  Cook  opposed  this  resolution,  though  he 
had  yesterday  voted  in  favor  of  Mr.  Clay's  prop- 
osition, because  it  proposed  an  empty  declaration, 
after  refusing  an  efficient  act.  So  far  from  be- 
lieving that  such  a  resolution  as  this  would  aid  the 
cause  of  the  South  American  Patriots,  he  believed 
it  would  inspire  them  with  contempt  for  the  course 
of  this  House.  It  was  saying,  in  connexion,  with 
yesterday's  vote,  we  wish  you  well,  very  well,  but 
not  as  much  well  as  eighteen  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Clay  then  delivered  a  speech  of  half  an 
hour's  length  in  support  of  his  motion.     He  op- 
posed to  one  another  the  objections  to  the  resolu- 
tion, to  show  that  they  would  not  stand  together, 
,  and  therefore  denied  their  claim  to  respect  taken 
j  separately.     He  quoted  the  precedent  of  the  reso- 
j  lution  of  Congress  to  support  the  President  in  any 
j  consequences  which  might  follow  the  dismission 
of  the  British  Minister,  Mr.  Jackson,  some  years 
j  ago,  and  alluded  to  other  precedents  ol  expressions 
of  opiniori  by  this  House.     He  ridiculed  and  rea- 
soned against  the  argument  that  this  resolution 
would  hurt  the  feelings  of  the  Executive,  or  en- 
croach on  his  authority.     It  was,  on  the  contrary, 
he  contended,  assuming  only  a  fair  responsibility 
on  the  part  of  this  House,  and  adding  strength  to 
the  Executive.     He  referrod  to  the  vote  of  last 
session,  and  the  counter  vote  of  yesterday,  which 
appeared  to  him  imperiously  to  require  the  pas- 
sage of  this  resolution.     He  protested  against  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  drawn 
from  the  situation   of  Old  Spain,  as  absolutely 
founded  on  the  idea  that  the  colonies  ought  to  re- 
pas?  under  the  yoke  of  Spain.     The  argument 
which  denied  the  power  of  one  Congress  to  bind 
its  successors,  would,  he  contended,  equally  apply 
to  the  most  important  acts  of  legislation,  such  as 
declarations  of  war,  dec.     As  to  the  sentiments  of 
the  people  on  this  subject,  Mr.  C.  said  that  was  a 
matter  of  fact  which  each  gentleman  must  deter- 
mine for  himself,  and  vote  accordingly.     For  his 
own  part,  he  had  no  doubt  what  were  the  senti- 
ments of  his  constituents  on  this  subject ;  and,  re- 
peating a  sentiment  thrown  out  by  Mr.  Mercer, 
he  said,  if  they  did  not  entertain  such  sentiments, 
so  help  him  God  he  would  not  represent  them.     If 
the  matter  of  fact  was  certain,  he  could  see  no 
reason  against  avowing  it.     With  respect  to  the 
niode  of  recognition  of  foreign  Powers,  Mr.  C.  re- 
viewed the  various  opinions  which  had  been  ex- 
pressed at  different  times,  as  well  as  to-day,  on 
this  subject.     He  concluded  that  both  Congress 
and   the  Executive  had  this  power,  but  that  the 
most  regular,  ordinary,  and  usual  course  was  by 
the  Executive;  and  it  was,  therefore,  proper  to 
assure  him   of  the  support  of  this  House,  dtc. 
There  was  a  peculiar  propriety,  Mr.  C.  contended, 
in  this  House  moving  in  this  business,  being  the 
immediate  representatives  of  the  people,  and  the  ^ 
cause  of  South  America  bein^  that  of  the  people, 
as  being  the  cause  of  human  liberty,  Ac.     Mr.  C. 
concluded  by  saying,  if  this  proposition  did  not 
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satisfy  gentlemen,  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
conceive  in  what  shape  a  proposition  on  this  sub- 
ject could  be  placed,  so  as  that  they  could  vote 
for  it. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  then  rose,  and  took  a 
wider  view  of  the  question  than  he  had  done  be- 
fore, going  into  the  general  argument  which  re- 
commends great  caution  in  the  recognition  of  the 
independence  of  a  country  embroiled  in  civil  war. 
He  again  denied  the  right,  attributed  to  the  Presi- 
dent Dy  the  resolution,  to  make  such  recognition 
without  the  assent  of  Congress.  He  expatiated  on 
the  magnitude  of  such  a  power,  the  exercise  of 
which  would,  if  any  thing  could,  plunge  the  na- 
tion into  a  war;  for  illustration  oi  which  he  re- 
ferred to  the  war  between  France  and  England, 
caused  solely  by  the  recognition,  by  the  fomer,  of 
our  independence.  All  history,  he  said,  spoke  the 
same  language.  If  the  Hartford  Convention, 
during  the  late  war,  had  realized  the  view  of  some 
of  its  projectors,  how,  he  asked,  should  we  have 
acted  in  regard  to  any  neutral  nation  which  had  : 
recognised  the  independence  of  the  States  repre-  ' 
sented  in  that  Convention  ?  Mr.  S.  strongly  pro- 
tested against  the  resolution,  as  inexpedient  in 
every  view,  and  asserting  for  the  Executive  a  pow- 
er which  it  did  not  possess. 

Mr.  Kinsey  made  a  flowing  appeal  to  the  feel- 
ings of  the  House  in  iavor  of  lioerty,  and  to  its 
sympathies  for  those  contending  for  it.     The  sen- 
timent of  the  country,  he  argued,  could  not  be 
doubted,  and  it  ought  to  be  expressed.     If  war 
should  come,  said  he,  in  consequence  of  the  ex- 
pression of  our  opinion,  let  it  come.     He  trusted  i 
no  man  would  shrink  from  the  expression  of  his 
honest  opinion  from   any  such  apprehension  as  ' 
that.     In  reply  to  the  question  cni  bono — what  good 
was  to  come  of  this  ?  Mr.  K.  drew  a  vivid  picture 
of  the  scenes  of  our  Revolution,  and  of  the  vivi-  . 
fying  effect  of  the  news  of  the  recognition  of  our  | 
independence  by  France.     Was  it  no  good,  he 
asked,  that  we  snould  be  instrumental  in  elevating 
so  large  a  portion  of  the  human  race  to  the  same  i 
rank  as  we  enjoy,  and  to  a  participation  of  the  I 
blessings  of  freedom  and  liberty  ?     Mr.  K.  said  he  i 
had  confidence  that  this  question  would  carry.     It  ' 
must  carry ;  and  it  would  meet  with  the  decided  ' 
approbation  of  the  peo}i4e  of  this  country.  ' 

Mr.  Sergeant  delivered  his  objections  to  the  ' 
resolution,   though  believing  that,  if  the  question 
were  taken  on  the  first  part  of  it  only,  there  would 
be  but  little  or  no  objection  to  it.     His  objections  : 
were,  in  general  terms,  that  it  expresses  an  indi-  I 
vidual  opinion,  and  professes   to  give  a  pledge 
which  must  be  utterly  inefficacious ;  that  it  is  not  ' 
a  legislative  act,  and  is  not  to  lead  to  a  legislative  ; 
act ;  that  it  contains  a  declaration  by  which  neither  I 
this  House,  the  President,  nor  the  Senate,  would  be  j 
bound  ;  that  it  would  involve  the  House  in  diffi-  ; 
culties  on  Constitutional  ground  ;  that,   if  Con- 
gress wish  a  reco^ition,  having  the  power  equally 
with  the  Executive,  they  should  effectuate  their 
wish  by  a  legislative  act ;  that,  if  the  opinion  of 
this  House  was  to  be  expressed,  even  that  should 
not  be  done  without  due  inquiry  and  examination 
of  facts,  none  of  which  had  been  placed  before 
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the  House  in  any  thing  like  an  official  shape;  that 
the  House  ought  to  tale  care  not  to  lose  sight,  in 
acts  of  kindness  and  expressions  of  good  will  to 
other  Powers,  of  the  duty  which  it  owed  to  this 
nation — to  the  interests  of  the  people  whom  they 
represent ;  that  general  and  vague  oral  information 
was  not  a  sufficient  ground  for  Congress  to  act 
upon  ;  that,  if  official  information  was  before  the 
House  requiring  it  to  act,  its  act  should  be  some- 
thing plainer  than  this,  and  presenting  on  its  face 
a  direct  proposition  ;  that  its  not  doing  so,  caused 
it  to  be  more  lightly  considered  and  voted  upon 
that  it  ought  to  be ;  that,  however  independent  of 
the  Executive,  as  an  individual,  this  House  might 
be,  yet,  with  respect  to  the  Executive  as  a  branch 
of  this  Government,  it  was  important  that  this 
House  should  not  disturb  the  harmony  of  the  dif- 
ferent departments  of  Government,  as  adjusted  by 
the  Constitution  itself,  and  that  it  should  not  rusn 
from  its  sphere,  and  jostle  the  others  in  their  course. 

Mr.  Brush  assigned  his  reasons  for  voting  for 
the  resolution.  His  reason  was,  that  the  Execu- 
tive w^ould  look  at  both  votes  of  this  House,  that 
of  yesterday,  and  that  of  to-day.  The  vote  of 
yesterday  approved  his  conduct  in  not  sending  a 
Minister ;  this  resolution  did  the  same,  assuring 
him  of  the  continued  and  consistent  support  of 
this  House — and  on  that  groond  alone  he  should 
vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Reid  assigned  the  reasons  why  he  should 
vote  against  the  second  part  of  the  resolution, 
should  it  not  be  postponed,  because,  to  pass  it 
would  be  without  object,  because,  in  principle  and 
spirit,  it  was  a  repetition  of  the  vote  of  last  session, 
and,  therefore,  unnecessary,  the  vote  of  last  year 
not  being  rendered  nugatory  by  the  vote  of  yes- 
terday, but  perfectly  reconcilable  with  it ;  that  the 
resolution,  if  it  proposes  to  bind  not  only  this  House, 
but  its  successors,  makes  a  pledge  which  it  may 
be  impossible  to  redeem ;  that  it  pledges,  moreover, 
a  support  to  an  unknown  act — to  an  act  which 
may  or  may  not  be  unwise  or  pernicious  to  the 

Eublic  interest ;  that  soch  a  pledge  was  an  ac- 
nowledgment  of  Executive  infallibility  whieh  it 
did  not  become  the  House  to  sanction.  With  re- 
gard to  the  first  pert  of  the  resolution,  Mr.  R.  said, 
he  should  vote  for  it,  if  presented  to  him,  believ- 
ing it  to  correspond  fully  with  the  feelings  and 
wishes  of  his  constituents. 

Mr.  Robertson  concluded  the  debate  by  seme 
remarks  in  favor  of  the  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  resolution,  on  the  ground  that,  to  act  on  the 
subject,  would  be  an  useless  consumption  of  time, 
and,  having  already  once  expressed  the  same  sen- 
timent, (at  the  last  session,)  would  bean  undig- 
nified proceeding.  With  respect  to  the  bearing  of 
this  resolution,  in  one  way  or  another,  in  regard  to 
the  Executive,  Mr.  R.  remarked  that  it  somehow 
or  other  had  happened  that,  during  the  four  years 
he  had  been  in  Congress,  he  had  never  yet  voted 
with  the  Executive  on  any  administration  ques- 
tion, unless  the  Army  question  was  considered  one. 
In  this  course  he  had  not  been  influenced  hy  any 
disposition  to  embarrass  the  Executive,  but  his  per- 
sonal opinion  of  what  was  right.  But,  he  added, 
whilst  he  would  never  vote  for  any  proposition 
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to  gratify  the  Executive,  he  would  never  give  his 
vote  for  any  jiroposition  calculated  to  embarra5s 
and  perplex  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  proper 
functions. 

The  que'otion  on  indefinite  postponement  was 
then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Foot,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  a  subject  on 
which  he  considered  the  time  of  the  House  to  be 
unprofitablv  occupied,  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table. — Negatived  by  a  considerable  ma- 
jority. 

Mr.  Wood  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
adding  thereto  a  proviso  to  the  following  effect : 
"  Provided,  That  tnis  resolution  shall  not  be  con- 
strued to  interfere  with  the  independent  exercise 
of  the  treaty-making  power." 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  first  clause  of 
the  resolution  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  134,  nays  12, 
as  follows : 

Yka* — MeMrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of 
New  York,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Anderson,  Archer  of 
Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Ball, 
fiarboar,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Beecber,  Blackledge,  Bo- 
den,  Brevard,  Brown,  Brush,  Bryan,  Burton,  Butler  of 
New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Can- 
non, Case.  Clagett,  Clark,  Clay,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Cook, 
Crawford,  Culbreth,  Culpeper,  Cushman,  Cutbbert, 
Dane,  Darlington,  Davidson,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dick- 
inson, Enrle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards 
of  Pennsylvania,  Eustis,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Ford,  Fuller, 
Gray,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania, 
Goyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  N.  Car- 
olina, Hardin,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibah- 
man.  Hill,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Hostetter,  Johnson,  Jones 
of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kendall,  Kinsey, 
Kinsley,  Lincoln,  Maclay,  McCoy, McCreary,  McLean 
of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Meech,  Meigs,  Mer- 
cer, Metcalf,  Monell,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  T.  L. 
Moore,  Morton,  Murray,  Neale,  Newton,  Parker  of 
Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Plumer, 
Rankin,  Reid,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richmond,  Robertson,  Rog- 
ers, Ross,  Ruas,  Shaw,  Simkins,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New 
Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  North  Carolina, 
Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Swearingen,  Tarr,  TomUn- 
•on,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Tyler,  Udree,  Upbam,  Van  Rensselaer, 
Walker,  Wallace,  Warfield,  Wendover,  Williams  of 
Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Allen  of  Massechusetu,  Buffum, 
Crafts,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Fay,  Folger,  Foot, 
Livermore,  Montgomery,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Rich- 
ards, and  Strong  of  Vermont. 

So  this  clause  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Maclay  then  moved  to  amend  the  second 
member  of  the  said  resolution  by  prefixing  thereto 
the  following:  "That  it  approves  of  the  course 
heretofore  pursued  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  with  regard  to  the  said  provinces."  And, 
the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative  without  debate. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  agree  to  the 
second  member  of  the  said  resolution,  to  wit :  from 
the  word  and,  after  the  word  independence,  to  the 

end  thereof,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative yeas 

87,  nays  68,  as  follows : 


YiAS— Messrs.  Abbot,  Allen,  of  New  York,  Allen 
of  Tennessee,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker, 
Ball,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Beecber,  Blackledge,  Boden, 
Brown,  Brush,  Bryan,  Butler  of  New  Hampahire, 
Butler  of  La.,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Case,  Clark,  Clay, 
Cocke,  Culbreth,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Darlington, 
Davidson,  Dewitt,  Earle,  Fisber,  Floyd,  Ford,  Gross 
of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hackley,  Hall 
of  New  York,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibshman,  Hooks, 
Hostetter,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kinsey,  Kins- 
ley, Lincoln,  McCreary,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mal- 
lary, Marchand,  Meech,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Monell,  R. 
Moore,  8.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Murray,  Neale,  Par- 
ker of  Mass.,  Patterson,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Richmond, 
Rogers,  Ross,  Shaw,  Sloan,  Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs, 
Swearingen,  Tarr,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Va., 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Udree,  Upham, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Wklker,  Wallace,  Warfield,  Williams 
of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

Nats — Measrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Mas- 
sachusetu.  Archer  of  Maryland,  Baldwin,  Barbour, 
Brevard,  Buffum,  Burton,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Cook,  Crafts, 
Cushman,  Dane,  Dennison,  Dickinson,  Eddy,  Edwarda 
of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Edwards 
of  North  Carolina,  Eustis,  Fay,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest, 
Fuller,  Gorham,  Gray,  Guyon,  Hall  of  North  Caro- 
lina. Hardin,  Hemphill,  Hill,  Hobart,  Jones  of  Vir- 
ginia, Kendall,  Kent,  Latbrop,  Livermore,  Maclay, 
McCoy,  Meigs,  Montgomery,  Morton,  Nelson  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Plumer,  Ran- 
kin, Reed,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richards,  Robertson,  Russ, 
Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Simkins,  Smith  of  New  Jersey, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Street, 
Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tomlin- 
son,  Wendover,  and  Wood. 

So  that  clause  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
proposition,  as  a  whole,  and  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive; and  a  committee  of  two  members  was  or- 
dered to  be  appointed  to  lay  the  same  before  the 
President. 


MoNOAV,  February  12. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  theCommitteeon  Commerce, 
reported  a  bill  further  to  establish  the  compensa- 
tion of  the  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses; which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to 
the  Coramiliee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Thomas  L.  Ogden  and  others,"  reported  the 
same  with  amendments;  which  were  read,  and, 
together  with  the  bill,  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretarv  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  pa- 
pers containing  the  information  required  by  the 
resolution  adopted  on  the  5th  instant  in  relation  to 
the  Marine  Corps  ;  which  letter  and  papers  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any, 
and,  if  any,  what,  provision  by  law  is  necessary 
to  secure  the  due  execution  of  process  issuing  from 
the  courts  of  the  United  States. 


[From  a  few  explanatory  remarks  of  Mr.  Clay, 
in  offering  this  resolution,  it  appeared  that  his  ob- 
ject was  to  inquire  whether  anv  provision  was 
necessary  to  authorize  a  Judge  of  the  United  States 
to  provide  for  the  contingency  of  a  State's  refusing 
to  the  United  States  the  use  of  its  jails — a  law  to 
that  effect  having  actually  been  passed  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  one  of  the  States,  (Ohio,)  with  a  view 
to  process  of  a  certain  description.]     * 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robert  Moore,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the 
removal  of  tne  obstructions  in  the  entrance  of  Erie 
harbor,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Moore  accompanied  the  above  resolution 
with  an  attested  copy  of  a  resolution  adopted  by 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  approved  by  the  Governor 
on  the  1st  of  February  instant,  "  requesting  their 
Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress  to  use 
their  exertions  in  procuring  the  passage  of  a  law 
providing  for  the  removal  of  the  obstructions  in 
the  entrance  of  the  said  harbor  ;  and  pledging  that 
Commonwealth  to  co-operate  with  the  United 
States  in  the  accomplishment  of  that  object ;" 
which  resolution,  together  with  the  memorial  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Erie,  in  the 
said  State,  heretofore  presented  on  the  29th  of  De- 
cember, 1817,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs, 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
submitted  by  him  a  few  days  ago,  with  regard  to 
the  order  of  business  in  the  House ;  and  the  same 
was,  after  some  conversation,  agreed  to,  in  the 
following  words : 

Ordered,  That,  during  the  remainderof  the  present 
■esaion  of  Congress  business  referred  to  Committees  of 
the  whole  Hou«e  shall  be  called  for  consideration  in 
the  following  order : 

1.  Private  bills  which  have  passed  the  Senate,  and 
have  been  reported  upon  favorably  by  a  committee  of 
the  House. 

2.  Private  bills  reported  by  committees  of  the  House. 

3.  Bills  and  resolutions  of  a  public  nature. 

4.  Bills  which  have  parsed  the  Senate  and  have 
been  reported  against  by  a  committee  of  the  House. 

5.  Reports  unfavorable  to  petitioners. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  public  lands  prior 
to  the  1st  July,  1820,"  in  which  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

MISSOURI. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  Missouri  subject.  On  motion  of 
Mr.  C.  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  And,  also  on 
motion  of  Mr.  C,  the  House  forthwith  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  the 
subject  up. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  committee 
.  having  been  read  from  the  Chair — 

Mr.  Clay  gave  a  detailed  account  of  the  pro- 


ceedings in  the  committee,  of  the  difficulty  which 
interposed,  and  of  the  considerations  which  led  to 
the  recommendation  of  this  amendment.  This 
statement  of  course  corresponded  with  that  con- 
tained in  the  repwrt  of  the  committee.  Mr.  C.  then 
went  on  to  obviate  some  objections  to  the  report 
which  had  been  made  by  the  friends  of  Missouri, 
as  well  as  by  those  opposed  to  her  admission  into 
the  Union.  Although  those  in  favor  of  her  admis- 
sion into  the  Union  could  not  succeed  entirely  in 
their  particular  views,  Mr.  C.  was  of  opinion  that 
they  had,  as  regarded  the  report  of  the  committee, 
nothing  to  complain  of.  At  the  same  lime,  the 
report  was  calculated  to  obviate  the  objections  of 
those  who  had  opposed  the  admission  of  Missouri 
on  the  ground  of  the  objection  to  her  constitution, 
which  had  been  avowed.  Thus  consulting  the 
opinions  of  both  sides  of  the  House,  in  that  spirit 
of  compromise  which  is  occasionally  necessary  to 
the  existence  of  all  societies,  he  hoped  it  woula  re- 
ceive the  countenance  of  the  House.  Mr.  C.  con- 
cluded by  earnestly  invoking  the  spirit  of  harmony 
and  kindred  feeliug  to  preside  over  the  delibera- 
tions of  the  House  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Mallary  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  committee,  by  striking  out  all  of 
it,  after  the  words  "  respects,"  an^in  lieu  thereof, 
inserting  the  following  :  ^* 

"  Whenever  the  people  of  said  State,  by  a  conven- 
tion appointed  according  to  the  manlier  prorided  by 
the  act  to  authorize  the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a 
constitution  and  State  government,  and  for  the  admis- 
sion of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States,  and  to  prohibit  slavery  in  cer- 
tain territories,  approved  March  6,  1620,  adopt  a  con- 
stitution conformably  to  the  provisions  of  said  act,  and 
shsll  in  addition  to  said  provisions,  further  provide,  in 
and  by  said  constitution,  that  neither  alavery  nor  in- 
voluntary servitude  shall  ever  be  allowed  in  said  State 
of  Missouri,  unless  inflicted  as  a  punishment  for  crimes 
committed  against  the  laws  of  said  State,  whereof  the 
party  accused  shall  be  duly  convicted.  Provided  that 
the  civil  condition  of  those  persons  who  now  are  held 
to  service  in  Missouri  shall  not  be  affected  by  the  Uat 
provision. 

This  motion  was  negatived  by  a  considerable 
majority. 
Mr.  ToMLiNSON  addressed  the  Chair,  as  follows : 
Mr.  Chairman :  Having  had  the  honor  to  be  one 
of  the  committee  which  reported  the  resolution  now 
under  consideration,  and  dissenting  to  that  report, 
I  am  aware  that  it  is  a  duty  incumbent  on  me 
briefly  to  state  the  grounds  of  such  dissent.  The 
state  of  my  health  will  prevent  me  from  occupy- 
ing any  considerable  portion  of  your  time.  I  have 
indulged  the  hope  that  some  honorable  member  of 
the  select  committee,  coinciding  with  me  in  the 
opinions  which  I  have  deliberately  formed,  upon 
the  proposition  now  under  consideration,  would 
favor  this  committee  with  his  views  in  relation  to 
it ;  but  as  no  gentleman  has  thought  proper  to  do 
so,  I  am  compelled,  on  this  occasion,  m  justice  to 
myself,  to  deviate  from  the  course  which  I  have 
hitherto  pursued  respecting  the  discussion  of  the 
question  which  has  so  long  agitated  the  National 
Councils,  and  to  state  the  objections  to  thb  resdu- 
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tion  which  have  presented  themselves  to  my  mind, 
and  which  wjU  mduce  me  to  vote  against  it.  I 
know  not  how  they  may  be  viewed  by  other  gen- 
tlemen, but  with  me  they  are  conclusive. 

By  the  act,  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, the  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri, 
mcluded  within  boundaries  therein  designated, 
were  authorized  to  form  for  themselves  a  constitu- 
tion and  State  government,  for  the  purpose  of  be- 
ing admitted  into  the  Union.  This  act  provided 
that  such  constitution,  whenever  formed,  should 
not  be  ''repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.'  The  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of 
Missouri,  under  the  authority  of  the  act  to  which 
I  have  referred,  have  formed  a  constitution,  and 
have  presented  the  same  to  Congress.  For  what 
purpose?  That  Congreiss  may  perform  a  mere 
ministerial  act,  and  admit  that  people  into  this 
Union  as  a  matter  of  course  ?  No,  sir ;  Congress 
have  a  higher  duty  to  perform.  It  is  the  duty  of 
Congress  to  determine  whether  that  constitution 
be  republican  and  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States. 

On  examining  this  constitution  it  is  found  to 
contain,  under  the  title  of  "  the  legislative  power," 
a  provision  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  "  the  Gren- 
'  eral  Assembly  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  pass  such 
'  laws  as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  free  negroes 
'  and  mulattoes  from  coming  to,  and  settling  in,  this 
'  State,  under  any  pretext  wnatsoever."     This  pro- 
vision is  deemed  incompatible  with,  and  directly 
repugnant  to,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
which  provides  that  "the  citizens  of  each  State 
shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties of  citizens  in  the  several  States."     Sir,  I  have 
not  been  an  inattentive  observer  of  what  has  passed, 
on  this  subject,  so  deeply  affectmg  the  feelings  of 
Congress  and  the  nation,  and  I  do  not  recollect 
that,  either  in  this  House  or  in  the  Senate,  (if  it 
be  not  out  of  order  to  refer  to  the  proceedincrs  of 
that  honorable  body,)  any  other  objection  has  been 
urged,  during  the  present  session,  against  the  ad- 
mission of  Missouri  into  this  Union.     This  House, 
after  an  elaborate  discussion,  has  solemnly  deter- 
mined that  this  objection  is  well  founded,  and  has 
rejected  the  resolution  for  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri into  this  Union,  reported  by  the  committee 
to  which  her  constitution  was  referred.     This  ex- 
pression of  the  opinion  of  this  House,  repeated  in 
a  variety  of  forms,  renders  it  unnecessary,  and,  I 
may  add,  improper,  for  me  again  to  agitate  this 
question.     A  majority  of  this  House  have  deter- 
mined that  the  constitution  of  Missouri  does  de- 
'  Drive  citizens  of  some  of  the  States  of  the  privi- 
leges and  immunities  of  citizens  in  that  State.     I 
shall,  therefore,  take  it  for  granted,  (which,  in- 
deed, the  appointment  and  report  of  the  commit- 
tee, now  under  consideration,  evidently  do,)  that 
the  constitution  of  Mis.souri  is  repugnant  to  that 
of  the  United  States,  and  subversive  of  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  this  Confederacy.    In   my 
judgment,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
'    does  not  contain  a  provision  more  important  than 
»uthat  which   is   infringed    by  the  constitution  of 
M^fissouri.    Admit  the  principle,  sir,  that  a  State 
-i^ay  restrain  the  citizens  in  the  several  States  from 


coming  to,  and  residing  within  it,  and  this  Con- 
federacy is  at  an  end.  Believing,  therefore,  that 
the  Greneral  Assembly  of  Missouri  are  required,  as 
soon  as  may  ke,  to  pass^  laws,  which  will  deprive 
persons  who  are  citizens  of  the  several  States,  of 
all  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the 
proposed  State  of  Missouri,  I  have  been  compelled 
to  refuse  her  admi.ssion  into  this  Union.  She  has 
no  right  to  such  an  admission.  Missouri  has  not 
complied  with  the  provisions  of  your  act.  She 
disregards  the  distinguishing  feature  of  our  Con- 
stitution. On  taking  my  seat  in  this  House,  I 
solemnly  engaged  to  support  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  Entertaining  the  opinion  which 
I  have  avowed,  can  I  admit  Missouri  into  this 
Confederacy,  with  a  constitution  containing  a 
provision  directly  repugnant  to  that  which  I  have 
sworn  to  support  ?  To  admit  Missouri  with  such 
a  provision,  I  must  approve  it ;  I  must  give  to  it 
my  sanction.  Sir,  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  is  the  charter  of  our  liberties,  and  must  be 
preserved  inviolate.  I  stand  upon  its  verge,  and 
no  encroachment  shall  be  made  upon  it  with  my 
consent.  When  a  new  member  presents  herself 
to  be  admitted  into  this  Union,  let  her  bow  to  the 
Constitution  ;  let  her  submit  to  its  paramount  au- 
thority. If  she  be  not  prepared  to  do  this,  she  is 
unworthy  of  this  high  privilege;  she  does  not 
deserve  the  destiny  she  seeks. 

But  it  has  been  said  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  iCentucky,  (Mr.  Clay,)  that,  if  the 
constitution  of  Missouri  be  repugnant  to  that  of 
the  United  Slates,  the  section  thus  repugnant  is 
annulled  by  the  paramount  authority  of  the  latter. 
Sir,  it  seems  to  me,  that  this  argument  proves  too 
much. 

Is  it  not  equally  true  that  any  law  of  Congress 
violating  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is 
void,  and  will  be  so  pronounced  by  the  judiciary? 
But  will  the  honorable  gentleman  contend  that 
Congress  are,  therefore,  at  liberty  to  pass  such  a 
law  T  Are  Congress  absolved  from  all  inquiry  as 
to  the  constitutionality  of  a  proposed  measure, 
because  such  a  measure,  if  adopted,  would  be  an- 
nulled by  the  paramount  authority  of  the  Con- 
stitution ^  Sir,  the  proposition  of  the  bonorable 
gentleman,  if  carried  to  its  legitimate  extent,  will 
bring  him  to  this  result.  The  argument  of  the 
honorable  gentleman,  like  all  his  arguments,  is  in- 
genious, but  it  certainly  is  not  solid.  This  Gov- 
ernment never  has  been,  and  never  ought  to  be, 
administered  upon  this  principle.  Adopt  it,  and 
Congress  is  no  longer  restrained  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, but  may  be  considered  afloat  upon  the  ocean 
of  unlimited  power. 

But,  sir,  my  sense  of  duty  will  not  allow  me, 
knowingly,  to  pass  an  unconstitutional  act,  in  the 
expectation  that  the  iudiciary  will  declare  it  inop- 
erative. No,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  the  duty  of  Con- 
gress to  meet  every  Constitutional  question,  and 
deliberately  to  determine  it.  The  jwwers  of  Con- 
gress are  limited  to  the  Constitution,  and  it  is 
bound  not  to  fhanscend  those  powers.  The  Con- 
stitution of  Missouri  is  before  Congress,  and  you 
are  bound  to  pronounce  upon  it.  Congress  is 
bound  to  decide  whether  the  constitution  of  Mis- 
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souri  be,  or  be  not,  repugnant  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  There  is  no  escape  from 
it,  except  by  the  prostration  of  those  great  prin- 
ciples on  which  this  Confederacy  depends.  The 
performance  of  our  duty  here  can,  under  no  cir- 
cumstances, be  transferred  to  another  branch  of 
this  Government.  Besides,  sir,  if  we  neglect  our 
duty,  how  do  we  know  that  the  judiciary  will  not 
follow  our  example? 

Entertaining  the  settled  opinion  that  the  clause 
in  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  which  has  been  so 
often  adrerted  to,  is  entirely  incompatible  with  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  I  can  never 
consent  to  her  admission  into  this  Union,  until 
she  shall  have  expunged  that  clause  from  her  con- 
stitution. The  resolution  before  this  committee 
does  not  propose  that  this  shall  ever  be  done.  By 
this  resolution  Missouri  is  to  be  admitted  into  this 
Union,  retaining  the  objectionable  feature  in  her 
constitution  with  a  Qualification  of  the  section  in 

?uestion,  to  say  the  least,  of  very  doubtful  import. 
t  does  not  propose  to  do  that  which  I  deem  indis- 
pensable; it  does  not  propose  to  expunge  the  un- 
constitutional section. 

Bat,  sir,  the  manner  in  which  this  restriction 
upon  the  constitution  of  Missouri  is  to  be  effected, 
is  altogether  unjustifiable.  The  Legislature  of 
Missouri,  now  acting  under  her  constitution  and 
by  its  authority,  are  required  to  stipulate,  as  a  fun- 
damental condition  of  the  admission  of  that  State 
into  the  Union,  that  neither  they,  nor  any  subse- 
quent Legislature  in  that  State,  will  pass  certain 
laws,  which  the  constitution  by  which  they  will 
be  organized,  under  which  they  will  act,  and 
which  they  will  have  sworn  to  support,  makes  it 
their  duty  to  pass.  Sir,  this  is  a  most  extraordi- 
nary requirement.  It  is  humbling  to  Missouri. 
It  substantially  requires  the  members  of  her  Le- 
gislature perpetually  to  disregard  their  oaths. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  contend  that  the  Legislature 
of  Missouri  have  no  power  to  make  the  stipula- 
tion required  by  this  resolution.  What  does  the 
resolution  provide  ?    That  Missouri  shall  be  "  ad- 

*  mitted  into  this  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with 

*  the  original  States  in  all  respects  whatever,  upon 

*  the  fundamental  condition  that  the  said  State 

*  shall  never  pass  any  law  preventing  any  descrip- 

*  tion  of  persons  from  moving  to,  and  settling  in, 

*  the  said  State,  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  may 

*  become,   citizens  of  any  of  the   States   in   this 

*  Union;"  requiring  at  the  same  time  "that  the 

*  Legislature  of  the  said  State,  by  a  solemn  public 

*  act,  shall  declare  the  assent  of  the  said  State  to 
'  the  said  fundamental  condition."  The  Legisla- 
ture of  Missouri  will  be  required  by  the  authority 
of  Congress  to  stipulate,  by  a  solemn  public  act, 
that  the  Legislature  of  said  State  shall  never  pass 
a  law  which  their  constitution  makes  it  their  duty 
to  pass.  Not  only  the  power  of  the  present  Le- 
gislature is  to  be  restrained  by  this  solemn  public 
act,  but  it  is  to  be  of  perpetual  obligation.     The 

Erinciple  contained  in  this  resolution  is,  that  the 
legislature  of  Missouri  may  not  only  control  the 
powers  of  subsequent  Legislatures,  but  even  re- 
strain the  power  of  the  people  themselves,  and 
may  forever  part  with  the  power  of  legislating  on 


a  given  subject.  Indeed,  it  is  nothing  less  than 
admitting  the  existence  of  a  power  to  abrogate, 
by  a  legislative  act,  the  constitution  of  a  State. 
This,  sir,  is  a  dangerous  power.  The  States  of 
thb  Union  might  easily,  and  would  most  certain- 
ly, be  prostrated  by  the'  exercise  of  such  a  power. 

But,  sir,  from  what  source  does  the  Legislature 
of  Missouri  derive  the  power  to  make  the  stipu- 
lation which  this  resolution  demands  ?  That  body 
acts  under  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  which  de- 
fines their  powers,  and  surely  no  power  will  be 
found  in  it  to  pass  the  act  in  question.  On  the 
contrary,  the  constitution  absolutely  requires  them 
to  do  that  which  you  call  upon  them  to  refrain 
from  doing  forever.  If  there  were  no  such  pro- 
vision, it  cannot  be  successfully  claimed  that 
power  like  that  to  be  exercised  by  the  Legislature 
of  Missouri,  under  this  resolution,  resides  in  any 
legislative  body,  however  free  from  constitutional 
restraints. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  constitution  formed  by 
the  people  of  Missouri  provides  a  special  mode  in 
which  it  shall  be  altered  or  amended.  Now  is  it 
in  the  power  of  her  Legislature  to  stipulate  that 
it  shall  be  altered  in  another  mode  ?  Surely  not. 
If  then  the  section  in  question  could  not  be  ex- 
punged from  the  constitution  of  Missouri  by  an 
act  of  her  Legislature,  can  it  be  rendered  inopera- 
tive by  such  an  act?  Can  the  Legislature  of 
Missouri  stipulate  that,  although  standing  in  her 
constitution,  it  shall  be  considered  as  annulled  ? 
Were  I  to  admit  this,  it  seems  to  me  I  must  admit 
that  the  same  Legislature  may  annul  any  other 
part  of  the  constitution,  and  finally  the  constitu- 
tion itself.  Thus,  the  delegated  power  would  be 
rendered  paramount  to  the  power  which  created 
it.  Sir,  I  had  supposed  that  the  acts  of  the  agent 
must  be  controlled  by  the  authority  of  the  princi- 
pal, and  could  never  transcend  it.  But,  will  it  be 
contended  that  the  people  of  Missouri,  when  they 
elected  their  present  Legislature,  intended  that 
they  should  exercise,  or  be  invested  with,  this 
gigantic  power?  I  think  not.  They  have,  then, 
no  shadow  of  authority  to  pass  the  solemn  puUic 
act  in  question  ;  and  should  they  think  proper  to 
pass  such  an  act.  it  must  be  pronounced  a  perfect 
nullity,  and  might,  and  probably  would,  be  disre- 
garded by  their  successors. 

If  then  the  Legislature  of  Missouri  have  no 
such  power,  which  is  to  my  mind  extremely  clear, 
can  Congress  delegate  to  that  body  a  power  to 
alter  the  constitution  of  that  State  ?  If  Congress 
possess  the  power  to  authorize  the  Legislature  of 
Missouri  to  alter  or  amend  the  constitution,  they 
can  authorize  any  other  body  of  men  to  do  it. 
Her  Senators  and  Representative  here  may  be 
thus  authorized ;  nay.  Congress  may  frame  a  con- 
stitution for  that  peopW.  Sir,  this  resolution  in- 
volves an  assumption  of  power  on  the  part  of 
Congress  utterly  unjustifiable,  and  entirely  unpre- 
cedented. Congress  may,  it  is  true,  require  of  a 
State,  on  its  admission  into  this  Union,  certain 
conditions,  but  those  conditions  must  be  approved 
and  accepted  by  the  people,  either  in  their  primary 
assemblies,  or  by  their  delegates  especially  elect^, 
and  assembled  in  convention  for  that  purpose. 
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It  has,  however,  beeo  said  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  (Mr.  Ford,)  who  last 
addressed  the  Committee,  that  it  would  be  "  im- 
*  possible  to  congregate  a  set  of  rascals  in  Missouri, 
'  who  would  disregard  an  act  passed  under  the 
'  circumstances  which  would  attend  the  passage  of 
'  this  act."    I  believe  this  to  be  the  language  of 
the  honorable  gentleman.     Sir,  I  am  far  from  im- 
puting to  the  people  of  that  Territory  any  thing 
improper.    They  undoubtedly  would  be  influenced 
by  motives  the  most  honorable  and  correct;  but 
what  do  you  call  upon  them  to  do  ?    You  require 
of  them  to  disregard  the  Constitution  which  they 
will  have  sworn  to  support ;  to  lay  aside  their 
oaths,  and  to  impose  upon  themselves  and  their 
successors  a  perpetual  disability.     It  seems  to  me 
that  such  a  proposition  is  not  much  calculated  to 
strengthen  their  principles  of  integrity.     If  they  be 
that  high-minded  people  which  they  have  been 
represented  to  be,  will  they  not  treat  this  proposi- 
tion with  indignity?    Will  they  not  reject  a  prop- 
osition, the  adoption  of  which  would  seem  to  in- 
volve a  dereliction  of  public  duty  ?    But  should 
the  Legislature  of  Missouri,  already  elected  under 
the  constitution  recently  adopted  oy  that  people, 
submit  to  this  "  fundamental  condition,"  and  by 
"a  solemn  act  declare  the  assent  of  the  said  State" 
thereto,  and  should  a  subsequent  Legislature,  act- 
ing under  the  same  constitution,  and  feeling  the 
obligation  of  an  oath  to  support  that  constitution, 
disregard  this   "fundamental   condition,"   would 
they  deserve  the  imputation  to  which  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  New  York  is  disposed  to  con- 
sider them  liable?    Would  they  be  bound  in  good 
faith  to  fulfil  a  pledge  which  their  predecessors 
had  no  right  to  make?    As  honest  men,  which 
would  control  their  acts,  the  unauthorized  pledge 
of  their  predecessors,  or  the  consiitutipn  of  the 
State?  But  it  has  been  said  that,  having  been  ad- 
mitted into  this  Union  with  this  condition,  a  spirit 
of  magnanimity  would  impel  them  to  the  fulfil- 
ment of  this  stipulation  ;    but  that  magnanimity 
which  has  for  its  basis  a  neglect  of  a  public  duty 
is  an  unsafe  dependence. 

Sir,  if  Congress  are  to  depend  upon  the  mag- 
nanimity of  the  people  of  Missouri,  why  not  admit 
them  into  the  Union  at  this  time,  and  without  con- 
dition? Why  not  say  to  them,  you  are  indeed  a 
magnanimous  and  high-minded  people,  and  we 
are  willing  to  trust  to  your  good  faith ;  you  have, 
It  is  true,  a  provision  in  your  constitution  which 
IS  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  but  we  are  willing  to  trust  to  your  good 
sense  and  liberality,  and  friendly  disposition,  and 
high  regard  for  the  institutions  of  this  nation,  to 
expunge  the  objectionable  section.  Such  a  mea- 
sure would  at  least  possess  the  merit  of  consistency. 
But,  by  the  resolution  before  the  Committee,  you 
propose  to  require  of  them  to  make  a  positive  stip- 
ulation, to  be  of  perpetual  obligation,  and  then  trust 
to  the  magnanimity  of  that  people  to  perform  it. 
Sir,  I  will  not  for  a  moment  insinuate  that  it  will 
be  possible  to  ''congregate"  in  MisSburi  a  Legis- 
lature composed  of  any  but  the  most  upright  and 
honorable  men ;  but  I  will  say  that,  by  violating 
an  unconstitutional  stipulation  of  their  predeces- 


sors, they  would  not  forfeit  this  character.  Sir, 
the  act  required  of  Missouri  is  a  mere  legislative 
act,  and  a  subsequent  Legislature  may  at  ail  times 
repeal  it.  It  may  be  called  "a  solemn  public  act;" 
but  words  will  not  change  its  character ;  disguise 
it  as  you  will,  it  is  nothing  more  than  an  act  of 
the  Legislature  of  Missouri,  repealable  at  their 
pleasure. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  this  resolution  provides  that 
the  Legislature  of  Missouri  "shall  transmit  to  the 
*  President  of  the  United  States,  on  or  before  the 
'  fourth  Monday  in  November  next,  an  authentic 
'  copy  of  the  said  act ;  upon  the  receipt  whereof 
'  the  President,  by  proclamation,  shall  announce 
'  the  fact,  whereupon,  and  without  any  further  pro- 
'  ceedings  on  the  part  of  Congress,  tne  admission 
'  of  the  said  State  into  this  Union  shall  be  consid- 
'  ered  as  complete."  To  this  provision,  sir,  I  can- 
not assent.  You  propose  to  admit  a  new  State 
into  this  Union,  as  a  member  of  this  confederacy, 
upon  a  "fundamental condition,"  and  to  authorize 
the  President  to  "announce  the  fact,"  that  she  has 
complied  with  this  condition. 

Sir,  I  entertain  the  highest  respect  for  the  en- 
lightened statesman  who  presides  over  this  nation, 
and  have  the  most  entire  confidence  that  the  du- 
ties of  his  station  will  be  faithfully  and  satisfacto- 
rily discharged,  but  I  cannot  consent  to  transfer  to 
him  a  power  which  belongs  to  Congress  alone. 
What  is  the  President  to  do?    He  is  to  announce, 
by  proclamation,  that  Missouri  has  complied  with 
the  fundamental  condition  required  by  Congress; 
that  a  solemn  public  act  has  been  passed  by  the 
Legislature  of  Missouri,  of  the  character  prescribed 
by  this  resolution.     This,  sir,  may  be  a  very  deli- 
cate and  difficult  question ;  it  certainly  is  a  grave 
question,  as  it  aflects  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  citizens  of  this  Con- 
federacy.    The  power  to  admit  new  States  into 
this  Union  is  by  the  Constitution  given  to  Con- 
gress ;  that  instrument  provides  that  "  new  States 
may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress  into  this  Union." 
Now,  sir,  can  Congress  part  with  this  power,  and 
provide  that  "new  States  may  be  admitted  into 
this  Union  by  the  President  ?"     But  does  not  this 
resolution  propose  thus  to  transfer  this  high  power? 
Missouri  is  not  admitted  into  this  Union  absolutely, 
but   prospectively,  upon  a  "fundamental  condi- 
tion."    If  this  condition  be  not  acceded  to,  she  is 
not  a  member  of  this  Confederacy.     Who  is  to 
decide  this  question  ?    The  President.    By  whom 
will  she  be  admitted,  then  ?    By  the  President. 
Sir,  it  is  the  Constitutional  duty  of  Congress  to 
determine  whether  Missouri  have  or  have  not  com- 
plied with  this  condition.    Missouri  has  a  right  to 
call  upon  Congress  to  decide  it ;  the  nation  may 
claim  the  same  right ;  and  the  Constitution  has 
intrusted  Congress  with  the  exercise  of  this  power; 
and,  in  my  judgment,  Congress  cannot  properly 
delegate  it  to  the  Executive. 

The  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress  admitted 
Missouri  into  the  Union,  provided,  among  other 

f provisions,  that  the  constitution  which  she  might 
brm  should  not  be  repugnant  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States;  and  we  have  been  occupied 
during  the  greater  part  of  this  session  in  discussing 
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the  qu^tion  whether  there  be  any  such  repug- 
nancy. Now  a  question  of  similar  import,  and  of 
not  less  importance,  and,  as  it  may  be  of  not  less 
difficulty,  is  to  be  referred  to  the  decision  of  the 
Executive.  Why  was  not  this  expedient  thought 
of  at  the  last  session  ?  If  it  be  now  proper,  it  was 
equally  so  then.  The  whole  course  of  proceedings 
in  relation  to  this  subject,  at  this  session,  has  been 
upon  the  ground  that  some  act  of  Congress  is  ne- 
cessary to  cdlnplete  the  admission  of  this  new 
State.  Missouri  is  not  now  a  State  in  this  Union, 
and  can  never  become  so  without  the  consent  of 
Congress. 

If,  then,  it  be  admitted  that  a  further  act  of  le- 
gislation is  necessary  to  complete  the  admission  of 
Missouri ;  that  Congress  must  decide  whether  any 
provision  in  her  constitution  be  incompatible  with 
^  that  of  the  United  States,  and  that  this  incompat- 
'ibility,  if  found  to  exist,  must  be  removed  by  her 
before  she  can  be  admitted,  is  it  proper  to  au- 
thorize the  Executive  to  declare  by  a  proclamation 
that  this  condition  has  received  the  assent  of  Mis- 
souri, and  thus  to  render  her  admission  complete? 
Sir,  this  momentous  question  ought  to  be  deter- 
mined by  Congress,  upon  a  view  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  Missouri,  and  all  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing it,  at  the  time  of  her  admission. 

The  admission  of  a  new  State  has  been  termed 
an  act  of  sovereignty,  and  has  been  confided  by 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to  Congress. 
Will  you,  then,  transfer  to  the  President  a  power 
which  rightfully  and  constitutionally  belongs  to 
the  next  Congress  ?  You  have  rejected  the  con- 
stitution of  Missouri  for  reasons  which  are  satis- 
factory to  a  majority  of  this  Committee.  You 
have  done  your  duty.  Let  those  who  may  follow 
perform  that  which  shall  devolve  on  them. 

But,  why  are  gentlemen  unwilling  to  bring  this 
(juestion  before  the  next  Congress  ?  Are  they  un- 
willing to  trust  that  body  ?  Sir,  I  feel  entirely 
confident  that  the  next  Congress  will  do  its  duty, 
in  regard  to  this  and  every  other  subject  which 
may  be  brought  before  ii.  They  come  directly 
frona  the  people  of  this  nation,  and  will  speak  the 
sentiments  of  the  nation ;  and  on  that  account 
may  be  safely  intrusted  with  the  exercise  of  this 
power. 

I  have,  sir,  thus  briefly  stated  the  reasons  which 
will  compel  me  to  vote  against  the  resolution  be- 
fore the  Committee. 

Sir,  I  feel  as  great  anxiety  to  see  this  "  distract- 
ing question"  settled  as  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay,)  but  it  must  be  set- 
tled upon  Constitutional  principles.  There  is  dan- 
ger that  any  other  mode  of  settling, this  question, 
instead  of  allaying,  will  increase  tlie  excitement 
which  it  has  occasioned  throughout  this  nation. 
Sir,  there  are  two  parties  to  this  great  controversy, 
and  any  settlement  which  should  prostrate  the 
rights  of  either  ought  to  be  reprol»ted.  Great  as 
is  my  anxiety  to  see  this  matter  put  to  rest,  to 
effect  it  I  will  neither  renounce  my  principles  nor 
surrender  the  privileges  of  any  portion  of  the  citi- 
zens of  this  empire.  If  a  settlement  of  this  grave 
questi^i  take  place,  the  good,  and,  I  may  add,  the 
p€ace^^his  nation  demands  that  it  be  satisfactory 


to  all  its  parts.  A  "  compromise,"  sir,  which  shall 
bring  Missouri  into  this  Union,  may,  indeed,  put 
an  end  to  this  dispute  here;  but,  let  me  tell  gen- 
tlemen, that  if,  in  a  settlement  of  this  momentous 
question,  the  feelings  of  a  large  portion  of  this 
community  shall  be  disregarded,  the  peace  of  the 
nation  may  not  be  restored. 

To  insure  such  a  desirable  and  happy  result,  it 
must  be  settled  upon  a  fair,  and  just,  and  Consti- 
tutional basis.  To  such  a  settlement,  and  to  no 
other,  will  I  assent. 

After  a  long  debate,  protracted  to  a  late  hour, 
thequestionwas  taken  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  amendment  to  the  Senate's  resolution,  as 
proposed  on  Saturday  by  the  select  committee  of 
this  House,  and  was  decided  in  the  negative — 73 
to  64.  ^ 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  their  decision 
to  the  House  ;  and,  the  question  being  on  concur- 
ring in  that  decision — 

Mr.  SroRRa  moved  to  postpone  the  whole  sub- 
ject indefinitely. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Kentucky,  rose,  and  said  that 
he  must  ask  pardon  of  the  House  for  having  risen 
at  so  late  an  hour,  and  after  so  much  anxiety  had 
been  evinced  to  take  the  vote ;  that  he  had  not 
designed  to  address  the  House  at  this  advanced 
period  of  the  debate,  although,  having  prepared 
himself  upon  the  merits,  he  would  have  been  glad 
to  have  found  an  opportunity,  without  contending 
for  the  floor  with  those  better  qualified  to  do  it 

iustice,  before  the  subject  had  been  literally  ex- 
lausted  ;  and  that  he  would  not  now  incidentally 
have  said  a  word,  but  that  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  near  to  him,  who  had  just  resumed 
his  seat,  (Mr.  Sergeant),  had,  with  a  dexterity 
better^^ adapted  to  the  bar  of  a  court  than  to  the 
Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  ingeniously, 
though  unjustly,  endeavored  to  cast  from  himself 
and  the  majority  on  the  Missouri  question,  the 
odium  of  an  argument,  derived  from  ks  influence 
upon  the  balance  of  power  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  his  resentment  at  the  offered 
iniury  would  not  admit  of  his  remaining  passive 
while  the  majority  voted  down  the  rights  of  Mis- 
souri, and  then  attempted  to  relieve  themselves 
from  responsibility,  by  endeavoring  calmly  and 
cunningly  to  throw  the  censure  of  so  unworthy 
an  argument  used  by  them  upon  an  injured  minor- 
ity, who  fie  had  reason  to  fear  had  so  deeply  suf- 
fered by  the  influence  of  the  argument  itseif.  Mr. 
B.  said  that,  upon  arriving  at  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, and  finding  this  question  assuming  an  im- 
portance, and  producing  effects  so  little  expected 
by  him,  he  was  led  to  expect  that  all  was  not 
right ;  that  there  was  something  artificial  about 
it ;  and  had,  therefore,  at  an  early  period,  set  him- 
self at  work  to  investigate  it  to  the  bottom,  and  to 
develope,  if  possible,  the  real  as  well  as  ostensible 
considerations  which  had  swollen  it  to  such  an 
alarming  magnitude  ;  and  he  begged  it  should  be 
recollected  that  motives  were  not  the  less  opera- 
tive or  dangerous  for  not  being  avowed.  Mr.  B. 
said  that  he  had  carefully  reviewed  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  fifteenth  Congress,  in  which  this  bitter 
subject  was  opened,  as  well  as  the  speeches  de- 
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Ihrered  by  the  advocates  of  the  restriction,  mark- 
ing well  the  feelings  and  prejudices  displayed,  the 
suggestions  made,  and  the  principles  avowed.  He 
had  pursued  them  with  great  attention  and  anx- 
iety, and  he  believed,  without  arrogating  too  much 
to  himself,  that  he  could  give  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Sergeant,)  who  had  ju^t  re- 
sumed his  seat,  the  House,  and  the  nation,  a  cor- 
rect history  of  this  argument,  or  suggestion, 
amounting  to  the  same  thing,  of  the  innuence  of 
the  Missouri  question  on  the  balance  of  power  in 
the  United  States.  The  origin,  progress,  and  ef- 
fect, of  the  contest  for  the  balance  of  power  in 
Europe  would  be  recollected :  he  would  only  say 
that  its  course  had  been  marked  with  blood  ! 

In  reading  two  speeches  delivered  by  an  emi- 
nent and  tenerable  member,  (Mr.  King,)  then  and 
now  of  the  Senate,  from  New  York,  every  word 
of  which  had  been  well  weighed,  he  found  some 
remarks  truly  ominous.     Mr.  B.  said,  he  wished  it 
understood  that  he  should  not  pretend  to  detail 
every  thing  which  that  gentleman  had  said  upon  the 
same  subject,  to  wh^e  speeches  he  might  take  the 
liberty  of  referring ;  that  it  was  not  necessary  to 
the  fair  attainment  of  the  purpose  which  he  had 
with  candor  assured  the  House  he  had  in  view ; 
but  all  might  rest  satisfied  that  he  labored  under 
no  mistake  in  the  quotations  which  he  should 
make;    for,  having   been  seriously  impressed  by 
them,  he  had  made  memoranda,  considering  them 
justly  alarming,  and  looking  askance  from  the 
motives  which  should  influence  Congress.     The 
venerable  gentleman,  than  whom  none  knew  bet- 
ter, (having  been  a  member  of  the  Convention 
which  formed  the  Constitution,)  says  that,  but  for 
this  clause,  the  Union  never  would  have  been 
formed  ;  thi.s  gentleman  said,  in  reference  to  the 
computation  of  slaves,  in  fijcmg  the  ratio  of  repre- 
sentation, "  that  the  effect  of  this  concession  had 
'  been  obvious,  in  the  preponderance  which  it  had 
'  given  to  the  slaveholdmg  States  over  the  other 
'Stales;  nevertheless,  it  was  an  ancient  settle- 
'  ment ;  and  faith  and  honor  stood  pledged  not  to 
'  disturb  it.    But  the  extension  of  this  dispropor- 
•  tionate  rx)wer  to  the  new  States  would  be  un- 
'  just  and  odious."    Here  is  the  argument  from 
the  preponderance — the  disproportionate  power — 
almost  in  terms  from  the  balance  of  power— surely 
so  in  substance  ;  and  which  he  confarms  from  ex- 
perience ;  and  the  odium  which  he  was  pleased  to 
say  should  follow  the  extension  of  it  to  the  new 
States,  and  among  them  to  Missouri,  proves  how 
strongly,  not  to  say  violently,  this  venerable  gen- 
tleman felt  on  the  subject  otrestriction.    Another 
gentleman,  (Mr.    Tall.madge,)   from  the  same 
State,  who  had,  in  the  fifteenth  Congress,  sup- 
ported the  restriction  with  ability  and  warmth 
was  betrayed  into  a  similar  view.     In  speaking  of 
Missouri,  he  said,  "  that  portion  of  country  has 
'  no  claim  to  such  an  unequal  representation,  un- 
'  just  in  its  results  upon  the  other  States."' 

Here  again  you  perceive  the  fpnuiffing  at  C</n- 
stiiitUional,  which  is  called  unequal,  representation 
in  its  effects  upon  the  other  States,  to  wit,  the  non- 
slaveholding   States.     This  gentleman  also   dis- 
played his  determination  and  violence,  by  exclaim- 


ing "  that  his  purpose  was  fixed,  and  that  i^ disso- 
lution of  the  Union  and  civil  war  come,  let  it 
come  !"  These  were  some  of  the  allusions  made 
in  the  Fifteenth  Congress,  to  the  effect  of  the  Mis- 
souri question  upon  the  balance  of  power;  and 
they,  too,  by  the  majority  on  this  floor,  who,  or 
some  of  whom,  deny  the  influence  of  the  consider- 
ation, as  well  as  the  use  of  the  argument. 

Mr.  B.  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  now  proceed 
to  refer  to  some  instances  in  which  the  same  argu- 
ment was  renewed  at  the  last  session.  I  had  be- 
come, sir,  so  fearful,  nay  almost  sure,  that  this 
consideration  had  more  to  do  than  it  should  have, 
with  the  Missouri  question,  that,  whenever  the  ar- 
gument was  recurred  to,  it  made  a  strong  impres- 
sion upon  my  mind,  in  consequence  of  which,  I 
am  now  the  better  enabled  to  refer  to  the  remarks 
of  some  gentlemen  upon  that  point.  An  honor- 
able gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Plum- 
ER,)  who  aimed  to  asperse  Kentucky  with  having, 
some  thirty  years  ago,  menaced  disunion,  had 
said  :  "  Feeling  the  weight  of  this  slave  renresen- 
'  tation,  is  it  strange  that  the  free  States,  believing 
'  they  possess  authority  under  the  Constitution, 
'  should  wish  to  prevent  its  existence  in  States 
'  hereafter  to  be  admitted  ?"  This  gentleman  ut- 
ters thehabitual  wailing  of  the  malcontents  and  re- 
slrictionists  at  Constitutional  representation,  which 
they  are  pleased  to  designate  slave  representation, 
accompanied  by  his  belief  in  its  influence  on  the 
balance  of  |>ower.     Another  gentleman,  then  from 

Massachusetts,  now  in  his  seat  from  Maine the 

same  who  presented  his  constituents,  and,  by  ac- 
cident, the  people  of  the  United  States,  with  a 
Christmas-gift,  (which,  and  such  like,  may  prove 
their  curse,)  after  the  most  mature  consideration, 
I  say  mature,  because  the  gentleman  first  wrote 
and  then  read  his  speech  to  the  House — this  gen- 
tleman avowed  dangerous  and  inflammatory  doc- 
trines, and,  among  other  things,  said,  in  reference 
to  the  slaveholding  States,  ''lor  emoluments  and 
w>wer  you  give  us  commercial  restrictions,"  &c. 
Here  the  benign  gentleman  seemed  to  sigh  for 
power,  to  avenge  supposed  wrong?. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Ser- 
geant,) not  many  days  nast  assigned  as  a  reason, 
among  others,  to  show  the  importance  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  why  it  should  be  left  for  the  decision  of 
a  future  Congress,  mentioned  the  influence  which 
it  might  have  upon  the  balance  of  power ;  for  this 
he  was  iramediatelv  rebuked,  and  he  seemed  to 
stand  corrected.  This  evening,  the  gentleman,  in 
an  effort  to  relieve  himself  from  so  reproachful  a 
consideration,  charged  the  minority  with  having 
first  used  it,  and  particularly  charged  my  colleague 
(Mr.  Clav)  with  having  made  some  allusion  to  it 
at  the  last  session,  which  my  colleague  has  denied, 
and  which  I  will  venture  to  say  no  one  else  recol- 
lects. The  idea  of  calculations  of  power  influenc- 
ing the  House  in  their  deliberations  on  the  Mis- 
souri question,  (views  so  inexorable  to  the  de- 
mands of  justice  and  reason,)  always  excited  alarm 
in  my  mind;  and,  from  a  reference  to  it,  at  the 
last  session,  by  a  very  able  and  influential  mem- 
ber, as  was  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, (Mr.  Sergeant,)  who  now  disclaims  it. 
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I  am  enabled  to  settle  the  point  in  dispute  between 
him  and  my  colleague,  by  calling  to  their  minds 
the  facts  as  they  transpired,  and  of  which  I  have 
the  most  vivid  recollection. 

My  colleague,  (Mr.  Clay,)  in  the  spirit  of  con- 
ciliation, which  has  characterized  his  every  word 
and  action  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  this 
contest,  in  one  of  his  speeches  of  the  last  session 
appealed  to  the  great  and  republican  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  who  had  been  regarded  the  key- 
stone of  the  federal  arch,  magnanimously  to  inter- 
fere and  settle,  as  she  might  do,  this  contest,  so 
big  with  the  fate  of  the  Union ;  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Sergeant,)  whilst  re- 
plying, observed  in  substance,  if  not  in  words,  and 
as  I  tnen  thought,  and  still  think,  very  impres- 
sively and  significantly,  that,  true  it  was,  Penn- 
sylvania had  been  regarded  as  the  key-stone  of  the 
federal  arch,  but  if  Congress  went  on  to  admit 
new  States  into  the  Union,  he  did  not  know  how 
long  she  would  continue  so;  manifestly  indicating 
his  jealousy  of  the  growing  importance  of  the 
West,  and  the  loss  of  the  attitude  of  Pennsylvania 
as  the  key-stone  of  the  federal  arch ;  or,  in  other 
words,  by  a  manner  and  in  terms  too  plain  to  be 
misunderstood,  the  influence  of  the  Missouri  ques- 
tion upon  the  balance  of  power.  Thus,  said  Mr. 
B.,  it  is  plain  to  demonstration,  as  it  is  true  in 
point  of  fact,  that  the  majority,  meaning  to  be  un- 
derstood several  influential  members  of  the  ma- 
jority, were  the  first  to  avow,  and  to  continue  ex- 
clusively to  avow,  this  consideration;  and  that, 
not  my  colleague,  (Mr.  Clay,)  but  the  gentleman 
himself,  at  the  last  session,  and  at  this,  has  con- 
sistently, though  I  cannot  say  wisely,  presented 
the  same  view.  And  that  which  induced  me  to 
rise,  without  reflection,  under  every  disadvantage 
of  a  House  worn  down  with  tedious  sessions  from 
day  to  day,  at  a  late  hour,  when  their  impatience 
had  been  so  fully  evinced,  was  the  indignation 
which  I  felt  at  the  attempt  made  by  the  gentleman 
who  had  just  resumed  his  seat,  being  himself  the 
offender,  to  throw  the  blame  and  odium  of  the  use 
and  influence  of  this  argument  upon  my  colleague 
and  the  injured  minority. 

Mr.  Brown  said,  that,  having  redeemed  his 
pledge,  and  thus  long  imposed  himself  upon  the 
attention  of  the  House,  although  he  was  capable 
of  developing  still  further  this  history  of  the  ba^nce 
of  power,  he  felt  great  reluctance  at  proceeding 
further — [those  around  him  requested  that  he 
should  go  on.)  Mr.  B.  resuming  his  argument 
said,  Mr.  Speaker,  1  profess  to  be  well  read  in  the 
proceedings  and  mysteries  of  a  certain  convention, 
which  was  organized  in  the  East,  at  the  gloomiest 
period  of  our  late  struggle  with  Great  Britain ; 
in  which  three  of  the  New  England  States  were 
represented  by  members,  chosen  by  their  State 
Legislatures,  and  the  remaining  ones  had,  the 
largest  of  them,  two,  and  the  smallest,  one,  chosen 
by  districts.  A  convention  which,  considering 
its  time,  and  purpose,  and  organization,  and  pro- 
ceedings, entitled  it  to  the  emphatic  appellation 
of  the  gunpowder  plot  of  the  United  States ;  and 
which,  like  its  prototype  in  Great  Britain,  up- 
wards of  two  centuries  ago,  would,  seemingly, 


without  providential  interposition,  have  carried 
with  it  a  wide-spread  destruction.  The  glorious 
vi(?iory  of  New  Orleans,  and  the  consummation 
of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  the  first  won  in  three 
days  from  its  adjournment,  and  the  last  made 
public  soon  after,  gave  the  people  of  these  States 
!  time  to  reflect  and  inform  tnemselves;  the  conse- 
i  quence  of  which  was,  that,  by  their  judgment,  the 
projectors  of  that  dark  scheme  were  consigned  to 
merited  infamy.  Mr.  B.  said,  that  he  wished  it 
constantly  borne  in  mind,  that  he  drew  a  plain  and 
just  line  of  discrimination  betwixt  the  good  peo- 
j  pie  of  the  New  England  States  and  the  projectors 
;  and  members  of  this  convention  ;  the  first  were 
for  a  time  deluded,  the  last  understood  their  own 
purpose  full  well,  and  for  a  season  deluded  the 
\  people.  That  the  people  might  for  a  time  be  de- 
ceived ;  but,  having  no  ade(}uate  motive  to  err, 
they  would  ultimately  decide  right.  Before  it 
proceeded  to  business  the  Hartford  Convention 
drew  up  rules  for  its  government,  the  first  was, 
"  that  the  meeting  should  on  each  day  open  with 
prayer ;"  and  permit  me  to  tell  you  that  several 
distinguished  clergymen  of  New  England  swarm- 
ed around  them  as  bees  around  their  hive;  and 
that  this  is  not  the  first  instance  in  which  the 
lovely  mantle  of  religion  has  been  used  to  cover 
ambition  and  depravity.  The  second  rule  was, 
"  that  the  most  inviolable  secrecy  should  be  ob- 
served." Thus,  God's  name  was  impiously  called 
upon,  and  invoked,  to  prosper  an  infernal  work, 
which  was  carried  on  in  mysterious  darkness. 
Now,  said  Mr.  B.,  let  us  consider  the  subjects 
upon  which  this  convention  deliberated,  taking 
care  to  remember  that  the  fell  and  treasonable 
speeches  which  none  heard  but  themselves,  and 
that  Grod,  whose  attention  and  aid  they  first  of 
all  implored,  never  have,  and  probable  never  will 
come  to  light ;  all  that  we  can  judge  from  is  their 
journal  and  report,  drawn  up  with  the  greatest 
caution,  and  arrayed  in  the  most  acceptable  garb 
for  meeting  the  public  eye  ;  still,  through  the  fis- 
sures which  they  have  not  been  able  to  close,  you 
plainly  discern  the  fires  that  burnt  within.  In 
their  report,  they  state,  that  they  first  proceeded 
to  deliberate  on  dangers  which  "  menace  imme- 
date  pressure,"  meaning  thereby  the  acts  which 
the  Government  had  recently  passed,  and  the  course 
pursued  by  the  administration  in  relation  to  rais- 
ing men  and  money ;  the  organization,  disposi- 
tion, and  pay  of  the  militia,  &c. ;  these  I  consider 
of  minor  importance.  They  next  proceeded  to 
what  I  conceive  the  great  purpose  of  the  conven- 
tion, which  was  to  attain,  in  their  own  language 
"future  security,"  and  were,  therefore  "of  more 
remote  and  general  discussion."  They  further  say, 
in  their  report,  that  "  events  may  prove  that  the 
'  causes  of  our  calamities  are  deep  and  pennanent; 
'  and  that  whenever  it  shall  appear  that  their  causes 
'  are  radical  and  permanent, a  separation  by  equita- 
'  ble  arrangement  will  be  preferable,"  &c.  What 
did  the  convention  consider  the  causes  that  were 
radical  and  permanent  ?  Out  of  their  own  mouths 
they  shall  be  condemned.  Let  their  two  first  reso- 
lutions proposing  amendments  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  reasons  assigned  in 
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support  of  tbem,  speak.  Tbe  first  resolution  is  in 
the  following  words :  "  Representatives  and  direct 
'  taxes  shall  be  apportioned  among  the  several 
'  States  which  may  be  included  witbin  this  Union, 
'  according  to  their  resj)ective  numbers,  of  free  per- 
'  sons,  including  those  bound  to  service  for  a  term 
'  of  years,  and  excluding  Indians  not  taxed,  and 

*  all  other  persons,"  &c.  Thus,  as  you  will  per- 
ceive, excluding  the  enumeration  of  three-fifths  of 
the  slave  population,  as  now  authorized  by  tbe 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  The  reasons 
assigned  in  the  report  are,  "that  it  had  proved 

*  unjust  and  unequal  in  its  operation.  Its  ten- 
'  dency,  in  future,  adverse  to  that  harmony  and 

*  mutual  confidence,  which  are  more  conducive 

*  to  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  every  confed- 

*  erated  State,  than  a  mere  preponderance  of 
'  power  (the  prolific  source  of  jealousies  and  con- 
'  troversy)  can  be  to  any  of  them." 

The  second  resolution  proposed  to  amend  the 
.Constitution  by  providing  that  "no  new  State 
'  shoiild  be  admitted  into  the  Union  by  Congress, 

*  in  virtue  of  the  power  granted  by  the  Constitu- 
'  tion,  without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of 
'  both  Houses."  Prohibiting,  as  you  will  observe 
a  majority,  as  authorized  at  present,  from  exercis- 
ing the  power  of  admittinc;  new  Slates.  The 
reasons  assigned  are  in  the  following  words  :  "  By 

*  the  admission  of  these  Slates  the  balance  of 
'  power  has  been  materially  affected,  and  unless 
'  the  practice  be  modified,  must  ultimately  be  de- 
'  stroyed.     The  Southern  States  will  first  avail 

*  themselves  of  their  new  confederates  to  govern 
♦the  East,  and  finally  the  Western  States,  mul- 

*  tiplied  in  number,  and  augmented  in  population 

*  will  control  the  interests  of  the  whole."  ' 

Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  know  the  decorum 
and  respect  due  to  myself  and  to  the  House,  and  I 
will  not  designedly  violate  either;  I  impugn  the 
motives  of  no  member ;  and  if,  in  the  views  which 
I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  take,  gentlemen  find  them- 
selves unpleasantly  associated,  I  shall  not  consider 
myself  in  the  least  blameable,  while  my  references 
to  the  arguments  of  the  one,  and  to  the  proceed- 
ings and  report  of  the  other,  are  true,  and  often 
literally  correct.  The  gentleman  from  Maine,  (Mr. 
Cdshman,)  to  whom  I  have  had  occasion  already 
to  refer,  in  a  confidential  letter  to  some  of  his  con- 
stituents, says,  "  that  the  signs  of  the  times  do  not 

*  augur  perpetuity,  or  uninterrupted  succession  to 
the  Southern  dynasty.     The  spirit  engendered 

'  will,  not  fail  to  produce  the  same  eff'ects  on  the 

*  afiOiirs  of  the  nation— may  place  power  in  other 
»  hands.    Not  on  the  indiscriminate  offerings  of 

*  peace,  but  on  the  balance  of  power,  depends  the 
'  safety  of  our  Republic."  And,  in  a  speech  de- 
livered by  the  same  gentleman  a  few  days  atro 
these  sentiments  are  reiterated  and  justified.  Sir' 
said  Mr.  B.,  candor  compels  me  to  say,  from  these 
comparisons,  that  there  appears  to  be  an  identity 
of  objects  and  views  between  the  friends  of  re- 
striction and  the  members  of  the  celebrated  con- 
vention of  which  I  have  spoken.  The  members 
of  the  convention  grudged  the  Constitutional  rep- 
resentation of  slaves,  denouncing  it  unjust  and 
unequal  in  its  operation ;  and  so  do  gentlemen  in 


the  speeches  to  which  I  hare  referred.     The  con- 
vention complained  of  the  admission  of  new  States 
into  the  Union  from  the  West,  as  calculated  ma- 
terially to  affect,  and  ultimately  to  destroy,  the 
balance  of  power;  so  have  gentlemen  indicated  in 
their  speeches,   and   particularly  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Sergeant,)  has  feared 
that  the  admission  of  new  States  would  change 
the  federal  arch  in  such  manner  as  to  deprivje  Penn- 
sylvania of  the  honor  of  continuing,  longer,  to  be 
the  key  stone,  and  has  considered  the  Missouri 
contest  important  in  its  effects  upon  the  balance  of 
power.     The  only  radical  diversity,  visible  to  my 
optics,  is,  that  the  convention  proposed  to  effect 
their  objects  by  the  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States;  while  Congress,  more 
discerning  and   bold,  are  endeavoring  to  effect 
them,  not  by  the  legitimate  operation  of  amend- 
ments, but  by  stretching  the  Constitution  to  these 
purposes.    Mr.  B.  said  that  the  Hartford  Conven- 
tion was  not  so  much  execrated  because  it  made 
attempts,  otherwise  than  according  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  but  because  the  object 
which  they  had  in  view  was  to  weaken  and  burst 
the  bands  of  the  Union  ;  and  the  means  they  used 
were  the  best,  of  all  others,  calculated  to  attain  the 
proposed  end.     Those  who  originated  and  com- 
posed the  convention  were  as  cunning  and  as  wise 
as  serpents;  they  well  knew  the  vulnerable  parts 
of  the  Constitution,  and  where  to  find  combustible 
materials,  and  their  plot  was,  and  could  only  have 
been,  marred  by  such  great  means  as  Heaven  had 
interposed.     Sir,  said  he,  I  will  not  say  the  honor- 
able gentlemen  have  the  same  object  in  view,  to 
wit,  disunion,  but  I  will  say  that  they  employ  the 
same  materials;  and  I  refer  gentlemen  to  the  con- 
vulsed state  of  Congress,  and  the  agitation  of  the 
nation,  to  attest  whether  they  are  not,  at  least, 
driven  on  to  the  same  alarming  result. 

Mr,  B.  said,  that  before  forming  the  Constitu- 
tioii  of  the  United  States,  the  several  States  held 
their  prejudices,  their  habits,  their  interest,  and 
their  slaves;  that  they  were  sovereign  and  inde- 
pendent, having  the  exclusive  government  of  their 
slaves,  and  might  have  continued  so;  and,  he  could 
venture  to  say,  would  have  continued  so  rather 
than  have  yielded  the  power  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment; that  they  had  become  members  of  the 
Confederation    upon    the   well   understood,   and 
equally  well  defined,  condition  of  having  the  sub- 
ject left  to  their  own  exclusive  control— the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  taking  no  further 
notice  of  it  than  to  require  other  States  to  deliver 
up  persons  held  to  service,  viz:  slaves,  who  might 
escape  from  their  owners  into  the  limits  of  such 
other  States ;  and  that  now  to  attempt  a  disregard 
of  the  terms  and  stipulations  of  the  compact  of 
Confederation  was  unjust  and  unwise,  and  would 
never  be  submitted  to  by  the  slaveholding  States. 
Mr.  B.  said,  that,  painful  as  it  was  to  him  to 
continue  his  encroachment  upon  the  House,  he 
would,  while  on  the  floor,  take  a  very  rapid  view 
of  the  proceedings  of  Congress  in  relation  to  Mis- 
souri, and  the  obstacles  which  she  has  had,  and 
now  has,  to  encounter.     During  the  I5th  Con- 
gress, Missouri  set  up  her  claim  to  a  law  author- 
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izing  her  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govem- 
inent;  something  having  been  done  at  tbe  first,  at 
the  second  session  of  that  Congress,  after  some 
angry  discussions,  parts  of  which  have  been  refer- 
red to,  the  House  of  Representatives  passed  the 
law,  but  imposed  a  restriction  against  slavery,  by 
a  very  small  majority  ;  the  Senate  would  not  agree 
to  the  restriction  ;  the  bill  of  course  fell,  and  Mis- 
souri was  still  furlbir  deprived  of  the  right  of  State 
government,  which  all  agreed  she  was  entitled  to. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  last,  being  the  first 
session  of  the  sixteenth  Congress,  the  mover  of  the 
restriction  (the  present  Speaker,  Mr.  Taylor,) 
moved  and  obtained  the  appointment  of  a  special 
committee  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  compro- 
mising and  settling,  if  ()ossibie,  this  subject;  the 
committee  for  some  time  labored  to  effect  the  ob- 
ject of  their  appointment,  but  their  efforts  proving 
unsuccessful,  upon  their  application,  they  were 
discharged.  The  members  differed  not  from  prin- 
ciple, ail  agreeing  that,  if  the  divided  lines  could 
be  settled,  a  compromise  ought  to  be  made.  Gen- 
tlemen, after  having  thus  proceeded  upon  a  con- 
cession of  the  correctness  and  policy  of  the  doc- 
trine of  compromise,  which  was  also  the  connect- 
ing and  redeeming  principle  in  the  Convention 
that  formed  tbe  Constitution,  should  not,  after- 
wards, have  uttered  aught  against  the  mode  of  ad- 
justment. This  laudable  effort  to  settle  the  con- 
troversy by  compromise  having  failed,  the  House 
of  Representatives  took  up  the  bill  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Missouri  into  the  Union,  and,  after  dis- 
cussing it  the  greatest  part  of  the  session,  passed 
it,  with  an  imposition  of  the  restriction,  and  re- 
ported it  to  the  Senate.  The  Senate  had,  at  the 
same  time,  a  bill  before  them  for  the  admission  of 
Maine  into  this  Union,  from  the  extreme  north- 
eastern limits  of  the  United  States,  as  Missouri 
was  from  the  southwestern.  There  were  fierce 
jealousies  prevailing,  and  a  strong  impression  that, 
under  the  guise  of  humanity  and  religion,  there 
was  carried  on  a  struggle  for  power. 

The  subject-matter  of  the  bills  being  the  same, 
connected  with  the  jealousies  each  felt  at  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  other  towards  admission,  the 
Senate  determined  to  unite  them,  and  did  unite 
them,  that  they  might  proceed ;)anj9a«*u, and  enter 
the  threshold  together.  And  as  Maine  was  left 
without  restriction,  that  condition,  imposed  upon 
Missouri  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  was 
taken  off.  And  Mr.  Speaker,  Mr.  B.  said,  permit 
me  here  to  repeat,  what  I  have  always  believed, 
and  often  said,  that  for  this  prudent  caution  and 
even-handed  justice,  the  Senate  have  not  received 
the  applause  to  which  it  so  justly  entitled  them. 
The  bill  for  the  admission  of  Maine  and  Mis- 
souri, thus  amended,  passed  the  Senate,  and  was 
reported  to  the  House  of  Representatives;  there 
it  was  disagreed  to ;  the  Senate  insisted,  the  House 
rejected ;  whereupon  a  committee  of  conference 
was  appointed,  who,  preserving  the  spirit  of  the 
mover  of  the  restriction  himself^  compromised  the 
whole  matter — the  friends  of  Missouri  to  the  West 
agreeing  that  Maine  should  be  admitted  from  the 
East,  and  agreed  further  to  submit  the  whole  ter- 
ritory west  of  Missouri  to  a  restriction  against  the 


admission  of  slaves;  in  consideration  whereof,  the 
friends  of  Maine  in  the  East  agreed  to  admit  Mis- 
souri from  the  West  without  restriction.  Maine 
was  immediately  admitted,  and  it  should  be  recol- 
lected that  such  was  the  momentous  crisis  with 
her,  that,  according  to  tbe  act  of  Massachusetts, 
giving  her  assent  for  Maine  to  become  an  inde- 
pendent State,  a  limitation  was  fixed,  which 
would  have  expired  in  a  few  days,  and  it  there- 
after became  doubtful  whether  Massachusetts 
would  ever  again  have  yielded  her  consent.  The 
restriction  was  also  imposed  in  pursuance  of  the 
compromise  upon  the  territory,  and  the  law  passed 
authorizing  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  government,  stipulating  that  she  should  be 
admitted  into  tbe  Union  upon  the  footing  of  the 
original  States.  Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  believed  then, 
as  I  believe  now,  that  the  attempt  to  interfere  with 
the  internal  and  State  government  of  Missouri, 
by  dictating  to  her  on  the  subject  of  slaves,  was  a 
sheer  act  of  usurpation  in  tne  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  and  was  indirectly  struggling  to 
avert  what  was  thought  would  be  the  effect  upon 
the  balance  of  power,  by  the  Constitutional  admis- 
sion of  Missouri  into  the  Union  as  a  slaveholding 
State.  Nevertheless,  perceiving  that  such  violent 
elements  were  in  operation,  and  that  great  heat 
and  sectional  animosity  would  grow  out  of  a  per- 
petuation of  the  unhappy  contest,  I  sir,  agreed  to 
the  compromise,  and  accordingly  voted  tor  it  in 
all  its  parts ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  I  must  do 
myself  the  justice  to  say,  I  felt  humbled  at  a  neces- 
sity, the  result  of  what  I  deemed  force,  to  yield  up 
the  interest  of  my  constituents,  and  the  slavehold- 
ing States  in  general,  in  this  immense  territory, 
secure  from  encroachment,  a  right  which  I  be- 
lieved guarantied  to  tbem  by  tbe  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  by  the  treaty  with  France, 
whereby  this  territory  was  acquired,  by  the  eter- 
nal principles  of  justice  and  sound  policy. 

But  I  was  glad  to  be  done,  as  I  supposed  I  was, 
with  this  unhappy  subject  forever.  Sir,  Mr.  B. 
.said,  Missouri,  under  the  faith  of  the  law  of  Con- 
gress for  that  purpo.se,  called  a  convention,  formed 
her  constitution,  laid  down  her  territorial  govern- 
ment, organized  a  State  government,  and  put  it 
into  operation,  and  sent  forward  her  Representa- 
tive and  Senators,  "vvith  her  constitution,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  session,  who  pre- 
sented it  to  Congress.  And,  sir,  the  same  gentle- 
men, with  a  little  variation,  who  contended  for 
the  restriction  last  session,  gave  an  objection  to 
her  constitution,  and  to  her  admission,  on  account 
of  the  single  clause  which  requires  her  Legisla- 
ture to  pass  laws  to  prevent  free  negroes  and  mu- 
lattoes  from  removing  to,  and  settling  in,  that 
State  ;  which  clause  they  contend  to  be  repugnant 
to  that  clause  of  tbe  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  which  secures  to  the  citizens  of  each  State 
"all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in 
the  several  States." 

Sir,  we  have  denied  that  free  negroes  and  mu- 
lattoes  are  citizens  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
sense  designed  by  the  Constitution  ;  but  that,  even 
if  repugnant,  the  clause  therefore  became  null  and 
void,  and  ought  not  to  operate  to  the  rejection  of 
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the  constitution,  otherwise  acceptable.  Bat  this 
principle  of  the  paramount  eflScacy  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  to  all  other  constitu- 
tions and  laws,  (one  better  settled,  if  possible, 
than  any  other,)  is  overlooked,  and  its  efficacy, 
though  not  denied,  not  admitted.  Gentlemen 
have  retreated  to  an  inaccessible  fortress— their 
belief  that  it  violates  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  their  determination  not  to  violate 
their  consciences. 

We  have  evidenced  our  sincere  desire  to  termi- 
nate this  protracted  and  unhappy  struggle,  by  pro- 
posing and  arguing  amendments  to  the  ordinary 
resolution  for  immediate  admission,  explanatory  of 
this  objectionable  clause,  and  providing  that  it 
shall  not  operate  so  as  to  violate  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  Gentlemen  then  say,  that 
Missouri  might  still  be  incorrigible  enough  to  diso- 
bey the  proviso  of  the  resolution.  To  obviate  this 
scruple,  we  have  proposed  that  she  shall,  by  sol- 
emn covenant,  agree  that  no  construction  shall  be 
given,  or  law  passed,  violating  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  The  ingenuity  of  the  human 
mind  in  finding  arguments  to  justify  the  pursuit 
of  inclination,  surpasses  conception.  We  are  now 
answered  by  doubts  as  to  the  power  to  make  the 
compact  as  proposed,  which  would  remove  the 
alleged  difficulty  ;  and  apprehensions  are  still  ex- 
pressed that  Missouri  might  not,  in  good  faith 
conform  to  it.  ' 

Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  it  not  visible  that 
there  is  no  satisfying  the  consciences,  or  evadin<r 
the  ingenuity  of  gentlemen,  and   that,   like  the 
honorable  gentleman  from    Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Sergeant,)  they  are,  at  all  events,  determined  to 
transmit  this  tranqniUizinff  subject  to  the  next  Con- 
gress ;  and  for  no  other  reason,  that  I  can  compre- 
hend, so  strong  as  that  given  by  the  honorable ! 
gentleman  from  Maine,  (Mr.  Cushman,)  who  has 
deliberately  and  wilfully,  not  in  an  open  speech,  I 
delivered  on  this  floor,  but  in  a  private  letter  to  a  I 
friend,  which  has  been  accidentally  brought  to  light, 
given  it  as  his  opinion,  "that  the  safety  of  the  Ke^ 
public  depended  upon  the  balance  of  power,  and  i 
not  on  indiscriminate  ofl'erings  of  peace."     And 
"that  a  premature  compromise  might  forever  blast 
the  hopes  of  a  patriotic  ambition."  \ 

Mr.  B.  said,  a  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  i 
Archer)  had  correctly  compared  their  situation  I 
m  this  contest  to  that  of  litigants  in  an  inferior  I 
court,  from  which  there  could  be  an  appeal ;  the  I 
app<al  here  was  directly  to  the  people.  Sir,  said  ! 
Mr.  a.,  this  IS  a  tnbunal  on  which  I  have  the  I 
grratest  reliance  ;  upon  the  virtue  and  intelli(Tence  ■ 
and  therefore  upon  the  safety,  of  the  people,  f  have 
the  most  unshaken  confidence,  and  whenever  the  I 
people  of  the  United  States  can  be  brought  to  ' 
think  upon,  investigate,  and  decide,  this  unexam- 
pled contest,  they  will  cause  their  will  to  be  done 

I  admonish  gentlemen  to  recollect,  that  areu- 
naents  felt,  but  not  expressed,  will  be  inoperative  • 
that  none  but  substantial  ones  will  be  there  receiv- 
ed; and  I  will  hazard  my  judgment  upon  it  that 
arguments  not  sufficiently  sound  and  pure 'to  be 
resorted  to  upon  this  floor,  dare  not  be  ureed  before 
the  people. 
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Su",  said  he,  Missouri  ought  not,  and  will  not 
under  the  existing  circumstances,  lav  down  her 
State  government,  and  resume  the  territorial  garb  • 
and,  without  professing  unusual  discernment  he 
could  foresee  a  period  at  which,  if  not  sooner  'the 
people  of  the  United  States  would  make  a  solemn 
pause,  and  carefully  explore  the  untrodden  path 
which  they  would  be  invited  to  tread.  Sir,  said 
he,  that  period  will  be  when  the  Congress  shall 
to  enforce  their  policy,  call  upon  them  for  meii 
and  money,  to  be  used  in  waging  a  war  of  father 
against  son,  and  of  brother  against  brother.  Then 
said  Mr.  B.,  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  the  gentle^ 
man's  qualms,  and  scepticism,  and  technicality, 
will  be  disregarded,  along  with  any  considera- 
!  tions  which  may  have  been  felt,  though  not  avow- 
ed, and  the  people  will  decide  with  justice  and 
wisdom,  and  will  select  servants  to  enforce  their 
decisions  who  dare  not  disregard  their  interest  or 
disobey  their  voice. 

Sir,  the  coincidence  which   I  have  shown  be- 
tween the  objects  and  reasoning  of  a  construction 
:  so  justly  execrated,  and  the  suspicions,  not  to  say 
I  more,  which  may  so  naturally  be  excited  against 
'  the  alternate  views  of  the  majority,  should  cause 
them  at  least  to  ponder  and  weigh  well  their  own 
arguments,  that  they  may  become  satisfied  them- 
I  selves,  as  well  as  prepared   to  satisfy  others,  that 
their  grounds  and  reasons  for  refusing  Missouri 
!  admission  into  the  Union  are  solid. 

Sir,  said  .Mr.  B.,  it  has  been  hinted,  that  Mis- 
I  soun  had  probably  inserted  this  clause  in  her  con- 
I  stitution  to  try  the  temper  of  Congress.     Can  this 
I  be  believed  lor  a  moment  ?   She  had  no  motive  to 
I  do  so,  but  had  every  one,  except  the  suggestion  of 
tolly  itselt,  to  avoid  a  conflict,  and  to  conciliate  her 
favor.   Is  a  further  evidence  wanting  ?   I  beg  leave 
I  to  refer  gentlemen  to  the  mild,  patient,  and  pacific 
conduct  of  her  delegates,  and  of  the  people  of  Mi^- 
I  soun   themselves,  under  their  most  unparalleled 
ordeal       Still    further:    Read    her    constitution 
throughout,  and  you   will  lay  it  down,  entirely 
satisfied,  that  no  other  constitution  in  the  United 
States  so  w-ell  secures,  not  only  the  lives  and  limbs, 
but  the  health  and  comfort,  of  slaves.     Had  Mis- 
souri desired  to  taunt  Congress,  she  had  ample 
opportunity  to  have  done  so  without  the  slightest 
imputation  of  infringing  upon  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  by  withholding  many  of  their 
humane  provisions,  and  inserting  others  of  greater 
^^^"»*y-    So  far,  indeed,  from  there  being  any 
thing  calculated  to  raise  a  suspicion  that  the  con- 
vention of  Missouri  felt  resentment  at  Congress 
lor  the  embarrassment  which  she  had  thrown  in 
her  wav,  that  they  seem  cautiously  to  have  sought 
a  gratification  of  her  prejudices  and  principles 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  will  recur  to  one  other 
objection  which  has  been  urged  against  the  adop- 
tion ot  the  qualified  resolutions  for  the  admission 
of  Missouri  into  the  Union,  and  I  shall  have  done. 
I  have  felt  more  than  surprised— I  have  felt 
astonished,  that  any  distrust  should  have  been  ex- 
pressed of  the  good  faith  of  Missouri  in  comply- 
ing with  any  requisition  of  Congress,  or  in  fulfi!- 
ing  any  compact  into  which  she  might  enter,  upon 
her  admission  into  the  Union.     Mr.  B.  inquired. 
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who  were  the  people  of  Missouri  ?  Sir,  said  he, 
they  are  principally  citizens  from  the  surrounding 
slaveholding  States ;  they  are  flesh  of  our  flesh, 
and  had  carried  with  them  the  same  high  idea.s  of 
honor  which  those  societies  possessed  from  which 
they  had  emigrated,  and  were  equally  discerning 
of  their  righUi,  and  would  be  equally  firm  and 
zealous  in  their  support.  But  have  gentlemen  re- 
flected that  Missouri  offered  as  her  sureties  all  the 
slaveholding  States  ?  That  their  faith  stood 
pledged  for  a  faithful  compliance  ?  And,  when 
the  tranquillity  of  the  Union  seemed,  in  some  de- 
gree, aflected  by  the  arrangement,  could  not  the 
faith  of  these  States,  and  their  attachment  to 
the  Union,  and  to  the  non-slaveholding  States,  be 
confided  in  ?  Have  not  those  States  who  propose 
the  arrangement  for  Missouri,  evinced  the  nignest 
sensibility  at  any  encroachment  upon  the  tran- 
quillity, the  rights,  or  the  integrity  of  the  Union, 
and  particularly  those  of  their  Eastern  brethren 
whom  they  have  fostered  and  protected  in  peace, 
and  have  supported  and  vindicated  by  a  war  ? 
Least  of  all,  have  our  Western  non-slaveholding 
Stales,  members  from  which  (Mr.  Roes  and  Mr. 
Ca.mpbell)  have  some  distrust  of  faithful  compli- 
ance, any  ground  to  question  the  estimation  in 
which  we  hold  their  good  will,  their  rights,  and 
their  safety?  Sir,  said  he,  when  their  houses, 
their  wives,  and  their  little  ones,  were  menaced, 
during  the  late  war,  bv  the  fierce  savages  and 
their  cruel  allies,  (impelled  by  no  sinister  motives 
or  legal  obligations,)  have  the  gentlemen  so  soon 
forgotten,  that  we  hastened  to  their  extensive  fron- 
tier, stood  to  their  right  and  left ;  encircled  them 
around,  and  drained  our  dearest  veins  to  secure 
them  from  fire  and  massacre  ?  And  that  the 
bleaching  bones  of  our  favorite  sons,  now  lying 
thickly  strewed  upon  their  borders,  attest  the  sin- 
cerity of  our  attachment,  and  the  reliance  to  be 
placed  upon  our  firmness,  our  honor,  and  our 
faith  ? 

When  Mr.  Brown  had  concluded — 
The  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs  to  postpone  indefi- 
nitely was  decided  about  sunset,  by  yeas  and  nays — 
for  the  motion  42,  against  it  127,  as  follows : 

Ykai — McMffl.  .\dara8.  Allen  of  Ma«»achu»«tt«,  .MIph 
of  New  York.  Baker,  Buffum.CaBC.  Clagelt,  Dennieon, 
Edwarda  of  Conaecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennkylvaoia, 
Eustia,  Fay,  Foiger,  Forrest,  Gorham,  Hemphill, 
Herrick,  Kendall,  Kinsley,  Maclay,  -Marchand,  Monell, 
8.  Moore,  Murray,  Nelaun  of  Maasacbusetts,  Patterson, 
Rich,  Richards.  Richmond,  Rogers,  Ruas,  Russ,  Ser- 
geant, Silsbee,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong 
of  New  York,  Tracy,  Van  Rensselaer,  and  Wallace. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of 
Virginia,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Bayly, 
Beecber,  Blackledge,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brevard, 
Brown,  Brush,  Bryan,  Burton,  Butler  of  New  Hatop- 
shire,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Clark, 
Clay,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Cook,  CrafU,  Crawford,  Crowell, 
Culbretb,  Culpeper,  (Jushman,  Cuthbert,  Dane,  Dar- 
lington, Davidson,  Dickinson,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwards 
of  North  CaroUna,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Ford,  Fuller, 
Garnett,  Gray,  Gross  of  New  York,  GroM  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall 
of  North  Carolina,    Hardin,  Hendricks,    Hibshman, 


Hill,  Hobart,  Hooka,  Jackaon,  Johnson,  Jonea  of  Vir- 
ginia, Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Kioaey,  Latbrop, 
Lincoln,  Little,  Livermore,  McCoy,  McCreary,  Mc- 
CuUough,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  MalUry,  Meech, 
Meigs,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Montgomery,  R.  Moore,  T. 
L.  Moore,  Morton,  Moseley,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Newton,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Parker  of  Vir- 
ginia, Philaon,  Pinckney,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Randolph, 
Rankin,  Reid,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Sawyer, 
Shaw,  Simkins,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North 
Carolina,  Stevens,  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Terrell.  Tomlin- 
son,  Tompkins,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia.  Tucker 
of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Udree,  Upham,  Walker, 
Warfield,  Wendover,  Williams  of  Virginia,  WUIiaoia 
of  North  Carolina,  and  Wood. 

So  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Mallary  then  renewed  the  motion  which 
he  had  unsuccessfully  made  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  as  before  stated  ;  and  the  question  thereon 
was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  thus:  For  the 
amendment  61,  against  it  107,  as  follows  : 

YiAs — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Al- 
len of  New  York,  Baker,  Boden,  Buffum,  Case,  Crafts, 
Cushman,  Dennison,  Dickinson,  Edwards  of  Con- 
necticut, Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Fay,  Foiger,  For- 
rest, Fuller,  Gorham,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hemp- 
bill.  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibshman,  Kendall,  Kinsley, 
Latbrop,  Livermore,  Maclay,  McCullough,  Mallary, 
Marchand,  Meech,  Monell,  R.  Moore,  .Morton,  Moseley, 
Murray,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Parker  of  Massacho- 
setts,  Patterson,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rich,  Rich- 
ards, Richmond,  Rosf,  Rues,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan, 
Sueet,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York, 
Tarr,  Tracy,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wendover, 
Whitman,  and  Wood— 61. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Vir- 
ginia, Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Beech- 
er,  Blackledge,  Bloomfield,  Brevard.  Brown,  Brush, 
Bryan,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Louisiana, 
Campbell,  Cannon,  Clagett,  Clark,  Clay, Cobb,  Cocke, 
Cook,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Culbretb,  Culpeper,  Cuth- 
bert, Dane,  Darlington,  Davidson,  Earle,  Eddy,  Ed- 
wards of  N.  Carolina,  Eustis,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Ford, 
Garnett,  Gray,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Har- 
din, Hill,  Hubart,  Hooks,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of 
Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Kinsey,  Lin- 
coln, Little,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Delaware, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  Meigs,  Mercer,  Metcalf^  Mont- 
gomery, S.  Moore,  T.L.  Moore,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Newton,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Ran- 
dolph, Rankin,  Reid,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Ro- 
gers, Sawyer,  Shaw,  Simkins,  Smith  of  New  Jersey, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Swearingen,  Terrell, 
Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Udree,  Walker, 
Warfield,  Williamsof  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North 
Carolina— 107. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  its  disagreement 
to  the  report  of  the  select  committee,  and  the  de- 
cision was  as  follows  :  For  concurring  83,  against 

it  86. 

YiAs — Messrs.  Adasu,  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Al- 
len of  New  York,  Baker,  Beechcr,  Boden,  Bnffum, 
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Barton,  BuUer  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Case, 
CUgelt,  Cook,    Cushman,  Dane,  Darlirjgton,    Denni- 
■on,  Dickinson,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  j 
Pennsylvania,    Edwards  of  North   Carolina,    Eustis,  I 
Fay,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Garnett,  Gorham,  } 
Gross  of  Nrw  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hall  of  j 
New  York,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibshman,  j 
Hobart,  Kendall,  Kinsey,   Kinsley,  Latbrop,  Lincoln, 
Livermore,  Maclay,  McCullough,  Mallary,  Marchand,  , 
Meech,  Moneil,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Morton,  Moseley,  | 
Murray,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Parker,  of  Massa-  | 
chosetts,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patterson,  Philson,  Pitch-  ; 
er,  Plumer,  Randolph,  Richards,  Richmond,   Rogers,  i 
R«iss,  Russ,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan,   Street,  Strong  '■ 
of  Vermont,   Strong  of  New    York,  Tarr,    Terrell. 
Tomlinson,  Tracy,  IJdree,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer, 
Wendover,  Whitman,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Ten-  \ 
Dessee,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of 
Virginia,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Bayly, 
Blackledge,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brown,  Brush,  Bry- 
an, Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon,  Clark,  Clay,  Cobb, 
Cocke,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Culbreth,  Culpeper, 
Cuthbert,  Davidson,  Earle,  Eddy,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Ford, 
Gray,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Har- 
din, Hill,  Hooks,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia, 
Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Little,  McCoy,  McCreary, 
McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Meigs, 
Mercer,  Metcalf,  .Montgomery,  T.  L.  Moore,  Neate, 
Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Pinckney,  Rankin,  Reed, 
Rhea,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Sawyer,  Shaw,  Sim- 
kins,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A. 
Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Stevens, 
Storrs,  Swearingen,  Tompkins,  Trimble,  Tucker  of 
Virginia,  Tucker,  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker, 
Warfield,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  N. 
Carolina. 

So  the  House  refused  to  concur,  and  the  amend- 
ment reported  by  the  select  committee  was  agreed 
to. 

The  resolution,  as  thus  amended,  is  in  the  fol- 
lowing words  : 

Resolved,  JifC.,  That  the  State  of  Missouri  shall  be 
admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States,  in  all  respects  whatever,  upon  the  fun- 
damental condition,  that  the  said  State  shall  never 
pass  any  law  preventing  any  description  of  persons 
from  coming  to  and  settling  in  the  said  State,  who  are 
now,  or  hereafter  may  become,  citiztns  of  any  of  the 
States  of  this  Union  :  And  provided,  also,  That  the 
Legislature  of  the  said  State,  by  a  solemn  public  act, 
shall  declare  the  assent  of  the  said  Stale  to  the  said 
fundamental  condition,  and  shall  transmit  to  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  on  or  before  the  fourth 
Monday  of  November  next,  an  authentic  copy  of  the 
■aid  act ;  upon  the  receipt  whereof  the  President,  by 
proclamation,  shall  announce  the  fact :  whereupon, 
and  without  any  further  proceeding  on  the  part  of 
Congress,  the  admission  of  the  said  State  into  this 
Union  shall  be  considered  as  complete:  And  provided 
furthert  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  con- 
strued to  take  from  the  said  State  of  Missouri,  when 
admitted  into  this  Union,  the  exercise  of  any  right  or 
power  which  can  now  be  constitutionally  exercised  by 
any  of  the  originial  States. 

The  question  being  then  stated  on  ordering  the 
resolution  to  be  read  a  third  time — 
The  names  of  the  members  were  called  over. 


The  Clerk,  having  come  to  the  end  of  the  list, 
was  about  to  pronounce  the  result;  when 

Mr.  Kent,  whose  delicate  state  of  health  scarce- 
ly enables  him  to  attend  the  House,  and  who  was 
not  in  the  House  when  his  r^ame  was  called,  re- 
quested leave  to  record  his  name. 

Mr.  Jackson,  under  the  same  circumstances, 
except  that  he  was  within  the  walls  of  the  House 
when  his  name  was  called,  though  not  within  the 
bar,  made  the  same  request. 

The  Speaker  offered  to  receive  their  votes,  if 
there  was  a  unanimous  consent  to  his  receiving 
tht*m  ;  the  rule  of  the  House  peremptorily  requir- 
ing that  no  member  should  vote  on  any  question 
unless  he  was  within  the  bar  of  the  House  when 
his  name  was  called. 

Objection  was  made  to  their  voting. 

It  was  evident,  from  the  sensation  which  filled 
the  House,  that  the  vote  was  a  close  one,  though 
its  result  had  not  been  announced. 

Mr.  Clav,  finding  that  the  objection  to  these 
gentlemen  would  not  be  withdrawn,  moved  to 
suspend  the  rule  of  the  House  which  forbids  a 
change  of  the  rule  without  one  day's  notice,  in 
order  to  suspend  or  repeal  the  rule  which  forbids 
these  gentlemen  from  voting.  After  awhile,  how- 
ever, he  withdrew  his  motion,  relying  on  the  mag- 
nanimity of  some  member  of  the  majority  to  move 
for  a  retonsideration  of  the  question. 

The  result  of  the  vote  was  then  proclaimed,  as 
follows  :  For  the  third  reading  80,  against  it  83. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Bar- 
bour, Bateman,  Bayly,  Blackledge,  Bloomfield,  Bre- 
vard, Brown,  Bryan,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon, 
Clark,  Clay,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Cul- 
breth, Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davidson,  Earle,  Eddy, 
Fisher,  Floyd,  Garnett,  Gray,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall 
cf  N.  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hill,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of 
Tenn.,  Little,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Dela- 
ware, McLean  of  Kentucky,  Meigs,  Mercer,  Metcalf, 
Montgomery,  T.  L.  Moore,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
Newton,  Pinckney,  Rankin,  Read,  Rhea,  Ringgold, 
Robertson,  Sawyer,  Shaw,  Simkiiis,  Smith  of  New 
Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia, 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Swearingen, 
Tompkins,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker,  Warfield,  Williams 
of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Baker,  Beecher,  Boden,  Brush, 
Buffum,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Case, 
Clagett,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cushman,  Dane,  Darlington, 
Dennison,  Dickinson,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Ed- 
wards of  Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, 
Eustis,  Fay,  Folger,  Foot.  Forrest,  Fuller.  Gorham, 
Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hall  of 
New  York,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibshman, 
Hobart,  Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln, 
Livermore,  Maclay,  McCullough,  Mallary,  .Marchand, 
Meech,  Moneil,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Morton,  Mose- 
ley, Murray.  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Parker  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Patterson,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Ran- 
dolph, Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ, 
Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont, 
Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tomlinson,  Tra- 
cy, Udree,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wendover,  Whit- 
man, and  Wood.  , 
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So  the  whole  resolution,  amendment  and  all, 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  Livermore,  who  had  objected  to  the  above 
contested  votes,  then  gave  notice  that  he  should, 
at  12  o'clock  to-morrow,  move  for  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  this  question,  that  every  member  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  voting  on  it.  And  then 
the  House  adjourned. 


Tdesday,  February  13. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read — 
•  Mr.  Livermore,  with  the  view  of  afifording  to 
members  who  were  absent  yesterday  an  opportu- 
nity of  voting  on  the  resolution  from  the  Senate, 
rose  to  carry  that  purpose  into  eflfect ;  and,  to  ob- 
tain his  object,  moved  to  amend  the  Journal  of 
yesterday's  proceedings,  by  striking  therefrom  the 
order  "that  the  Clerk  should  acquaint  the  Senate 
with  the  decision  of  this  House  on  yesterday ;" 
that,  by  withholding  that  Message,  he  might  be 
enabled  to  move  the  reconsideration  of  the  deci- 
sion, when  the  time  should  arrive  at  which  such 
a  motion  would  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Clay  seconded  the  motion,  and  took  the 
occasion  to  make  a  few  remarks  explanatory  of 
an  incident  which  occurred  at  the  last  session,  on 
a  question  of  reconsiderino;  the  final  vote  of  the 
House  on  the  Missouri  bill,  and  to  vindicate  the 
then  Speaker  of  the  House  from  a  presumed  in- 
terference on  that  occasion,  and  to  show  that  the 
Clerk  did  no  more  than  his  duty  required  him  to 
do,  in  carrying  the  bill  to  the  Senate  without 
waiting  the  motion  for  reconsideration. 

The  motion  to  amend  the  Journal,  as  proposed, 
was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James 
Crawford  and  others,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  certain  persons  who  have  paid  duties  on  certain 
goodi  imported  into  Castine ;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  ANnERBON,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  giving  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion in  the  purchase  of  public  lands  to  certain 
settlers  in  that  part  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas 
ceded  to  the  Cherokee  Indians  ;  which  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  purchasers  of  public  lands  prior  to 
the  1st  July,  1820,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Cocke,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  whether 
any  officers  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  are 
employed  as  clerks,  or  in  any  other  capacity,  in 
any  of  the  departments,  or  in  the  office  o!  the  Sur- 
geon General  or  Apothecary  General,  and  whether 
such  officers,  if  any,  have  received  any  other  com- 
pensation than  their  pay  as  officers,  what  are  their 
names,  and  what  extra  compensation  they  have 
received,  made  a  report  concluding  with  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved,  That  no  officer  or  other  person,  employed 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  ought,  tm- 
der  any  circamstancM  or   pretext  whatever,  to  be  al- 


lowed and  paid  any  other  or  greater  compensation 
than  is  authorized  by  law;  and  that  the  practice 
which  has  heretofore  prevailed  to  make  extra  com- 
pensation in  certain  cases,  without  such  authority, 
is  incorrect,  and  ought  to  be  abandoned. 

The  report  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Garnett,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Buildings  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  practicability  of  more  effectually  ventilat- 
ing the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
to  report  such  plan  as  may  appear  to  them  best 
calculated  to  effect  the  object,  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible. 

MISSOURI. 

Mr.  Livermore  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
of  yesterday,  by  which  the  resolution  from  the 
Senate,  as  amended,  for  the  admission  of  Missouri, 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  Tracy,  that  the  attendance  of  the  members 
might  be  as  general  as  possible,  moved  a  call  of 
the  House,  (Mr.  Livermore  having  waived  his 
motion  for  the  present,  to  give  an  opportunity  for 
this  motion.) 

The  motion  for  a  call  of  the  House  was  nega- 
tived— yeas  51  nays  73. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  the  reconside- 
ration of  the  vote  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  Ebwards,  of  North  Carolina,  gave  the 
reasons  why  he  should  vote  for  tho  reconsidera- 
tion, from  motives  of  comity  to  other  members, 
and  yet  should  again  vote,  as  he  did  yesterday, 
against  the  resolution,  should  it  be  reconsidered. 

Mr.  Garnett  said,  feeling,  as  he  did,  disposed 
to  vote  against  the  motion  for  reconsideration,  and 
as  his  vote  would  be  apparently  inconsistent  with 
that  he  had  yesterday  given  for  the  engrossment 
of  the  resolution,  it  was  a  duty  he  owed  to  himself 
to  state  the  reasons  which  influenced  him.     When 
he  first  came  to  the  House  yesterday,  he  had  read 
the  amendment,  and  his  impressions  were  against 
it.     He  had  therefore  voted  against  its  adoption. 
His  attention,  however,  having  been  subsequently 
attracted  to  the  proviso,  he  had,  without  sufficiently 
examining  the  previous  part  of  the  resolution,  be- 
lieved that  its  effect  was  to  do  away  and  render 
nugatory  all  its  provisions;  and,  under  this  idea, 
and  in  the  spirit  of  conciliation,  he  had  voted  for 
engrossing  the  resolution  as  it  had  been  amended. 
Subsequeiit  and  serious  reflection  had,  however, 
induced  him  to  think  that  he  was  mistaken  as  to 
the  eflTect  of  the  proviso,  and  that  his  first  impres- 
sions were  correct.     It  was  perhaps  true,  that  it 
was  calculated  to  do  away   any  inequality  that 
might  be  produced  by  the  conditions  of  the  reso- 
lution, between  the  rights  of  Missouri,  and  those 
of  the  other  States,  "  when  admitted ;"  but  it  was 
an  attempt  to  impose  on  her  a  condition  previously 
to  her  admission,  which  we  had  no  right  to  require 
her  to  perform.     How  was  it  possible  that  we  who 
think  that  Missouri  is,  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
now  a  State,  and  that  she  is  only  kept  out  of  the 
Union  by  violence  and  injustice,  can  believe  tliat 
we  can  impose  on  her  any  condition  precedent  to 
her  admission  ;  and  that  a  condition,  too,  which 
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requires  her  to  relinquish  a  right  which  she 
can  now  exercise  in  common  with  every  other 
State  in  this  Union.  It  requires  her  to  say  that 
she  will  not  pass  any  law  preventing  any  descrip- 
tion of  persons  who  now  are,  or  may  hereafter  be- 
come, citizens  of  any  State,  from  coming  to  and 
settling  in  Missouri.  Now,  we  all  believe  that  she 
has  the  power  to  prevent  a  certain  description  of 
persons  from  coming  in  and  settling  in  the  State; 
and  I  am  disposed  to  go  still  further,  and  to  say, 
that  she  has  the  right  to  exclude  any  description 
of  persons — even  the  white  citizens  of  another 
State;  for,  if  a  State  does  not  possess  this  right, 
this  obviously  absurd  consequence  follows — that  a 
State  could  not  banish  a  citizen  upon  any  pretext 
whatever,  for  treason,  or  for  the  most  mlamous 
crimes ;  for  he  would  have  nothing  to  do  but  to 
become  a  citizen  of  another  State,  when  he  might  re- 
turn and  reside  in  the  State  from  which  he  was  ban- 
ished, in  spite  of  its  laws.  But,  however  this  might 
be,  we  all  agree  that  Missouri  has  a  right  to  exclude 
some  description  of  persons,  even  though  citizens 
of  another  State  ;  and,  agreeing  in  this,  we  cannot 
impose  any  precedent  condition  to  her  admission 
requiring  her  to  abandon  this  right.  It  was  useless 
to  say  that  the  solemn  public  act  by  which  the 
resolution  requires  her  to  relinquish  this  right,  is 
null.  If  it  was  so,  it  would  not  justify  our  sup- 
porting it.  If  you  analyze  the  doctrine  in  its  ex- 
tremest  possible  result,  the  least  that  we  concede 
by  the  resolution  is,  that  Congress  can  impose  con- 
ditions on  a  State  whieh  are  null,  but  cannot  im- 
pose any  which  are  efficient  and  operative.  But, 
if  we  admit  this  doctrine,  it  will  not  be  easy  always 
to  discriminate  between  conditions  that  are  null 
and  those  that  are  operative ;  and  if  we  concede 
the  right  of  Congress  to  impose  conditions  at  all, 
precedent  to  the  admission  of  a  State,  whether 
void  or  otherwise,  we  deprive  ourselves  of  the 
argument  against  their  constitutionality,  in  any 
fature  attempt  that  may  be  made  to  impose  sucn 
conditions  on  Missouri  or  any  other  State.  If, 
hereafter,  restriction  itself  should  be  attempted  on 
Missouri  or  Arkansas,  or  any  other  State,  we 
should  be  bound,  if  the  opposite  party  could  fairly 
make  out  their  case,  on  the  ground  of  expediency, 
to  vote  for  it ;  for  we  would  voluntarialy  have 
relinquished  the  argument  founded  on  its  uncon- 
stitutionality. Mr.  G.  said  he  could  see  no  differ- 
ence between  requiring  a  convention  of  Missouri 
to  expunge  from  her  constitution  a  certain  provi- 
sion, and  requiring  her  Legislature  to  pass  a  law 
nullifying,  as  far  as  it  could  do,  that  very  provision. 
That  provision  renders  it  obligatory  on  the  Legis- 
lature to  pass  a  law  preventing  a  certain  description 
of  persons  from  coming  to  and  settling  in  the 
State,  and  the  resolution  of  Congress  requires  her 
Legislature  to  pass  a  law  in  direct  violation  of 
this  positive  injunction,  declaring  that  anydecrip- 
tion  of  pcnoos,  who  may  be  citizens  of  another 
State,  may  coxae  in  ;  or,  in  other  words,  shall  not 
be  prevented  from  coming  in  and  settling.  At  any 
rate,  this  requisition  on  the  part  of  Congress,  which 
demands  that  the  Legislature  of  Missouri  should 
pass  a  law  directly  in  the  teeth  of  their  own  con- 
stitution, before  she  should  be  admitted,  could  not 


be  considered  otherwise  than  degrading  toMissouri. 
These  ideas  had  h)een  thrown  out,  Mr.  G.  ob- 
served, as  exhibiting  his  own  views  of  the  subject. 
In  consequence  of  his  indisposition  yesterday,  be 
had  been  frequently  obliged  to  leave  the  House,  to 
escape  its  oppressive  atmosphere,  and  had  there- 
fore not  l)een  able  to  give  that  attention  to  the 
arguments  of  gentlemen  who  supported  the  reso- 
lution which  he  desired.  His  mind  was,  however, 
open  to  conviction  ;  and,  if  the  difficulties  he  had 
stated  could  be  overcome,  so  as  to  permit  him, 
without  a  violation  of  the  Constitution,  to  vote  for 
the  resolution,  he  should  rejoice  at  it ;  for^  if  there 
ever  was  an  occasion  when  it  was  desirable  to 
make  all  concessions,  compatible  with  principle, 
it  was  the  present. 

Mr.  Ranoolph  made  a  few  renoarks,  by  way  of 
protestation  against  the  proposed  reconsideration. 
The  battle,  he  said,  had  been  fairly  fought,  and 
(airly  won— or  lost,  as  gentlemen  should  please  to 
consider  it.  He  considered  the  proposed  reconsid- 
eration to  be,  under  the  circumstances,  contrary  to 
parliamentary  usage,  and  as  tending  to  prostrate 
the  great  Constitutional  barriers  which  surround 
the  powers  of  this  House.  Mr.  R.  concluded  by 
vouching  his  life  for  it  that  this  question  might  be 
settled  without  recourse  to  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Clay  replied,  regretting  the  unfortunate 
situation  in  which  he  was  placed,  having  to  meet 
objections  of  an  opposite  nature,  and  from  quarters 
of  the  House  whence  he  had  no  right  to  expect 
them.  Though  gentlemen  might  not  be  in  favor 
of  the  resolution  as  amended,  they  ought  yet  to 
vote  for  reconsideration,  that  the  door  might  be 
kept  open  for  a  different  amendment  if  a  different 
one  should  be  thought  necessary.  He  threw  him- 
self on  the  frankness  and  courtesy  of  the  House,  to 
allow  the  members  who  were  absent  on  yesterday 
an  opportunity  of  recording  their  votes. 

Mr.  Floyo  intimated  his  intention  to  vote  for 
the  reconsideration,  but  stated  that  more  important 
questions  than  this  had  been  lost  during  his  obser- 
vation, by!  the  absence  of  members  from  their 
seats.  Conceiving  that  a  remedy  ought  to  be  pro- 
vided for  this  evil,  he  stated  his  intention  of  mov- 
ing, at  some  time  during  the  session,  an  amend- 
ment to  the  rules  of  the  House  so  as  to  require, 
that,  on  each  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays,  the  names 
of  absentees  should  be  entered  on  the  Journals, 
designating  the  States  which  they  respectively 
represent. 

After  some  further  conversation,  of  an  incidental 
nature — 

The  question  of  reconsideration  was  taken,  and 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays :  For  the  reconsideration 
101,  and  against  it  66,  as  follows: 

YsAS — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Allen  of  Tennessee,  Anderson,  Archer  of 
Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Bate- 
man,  Bayly,  Beecher,Blackledgc,  Bloomfield,  Brerard, 
Brown,  Brush,  Bryan,  Burton,  Butler  of  Louisiana, 
Campbell,  Cannon,  Clark,  Clay,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Cook, 
Crawford,  Crowcll,  Culbreth,  Culpeper,  Cushman, 
Cuthbert,  Davidson,  D«witt,  DickinaoD,  Earle,  Eddy, 
Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Eustis,  Floyd,  Foot,  Ford, 
Faller,  Gray,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gayon,    Hackley, 
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Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  North  Carolina.  Hardin, 
Hill,  Hooks,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia, 
Jones  of  Tenoessee,^  Kent,  Kinsey,  Little,  Livermore, 
McCoy,  McCreary,  McCulIough,  McLean  of  Kentucky, 
Meigs,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Monlgomery,  S.  Moore,  T.L. 
Moore,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Virginia*  Newton,  Parker  of 
Virginia,  Pinckney,  Rankin,  Reid,  Rhea,  Ringgold, 
Robertson,  Sawyer,  Shaw,  Sirakins,  Sloan,  Smith  of 
New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  North  Car- 
olina, Stevens,  Storrs,  Swearingen,  Tompkins,  Trim- 
ble, Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Walker,  Warfield,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Wil- 
liams of  North  Carolina,  and  Wood — 101. 

Natu — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  New  York,  Baker, 
Boden,  Buffum,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Cue, 
Clagett,  CrafU,  Dane,  Darlington,  Dennison,  Edwards 
of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Fay, 
Folger,  Forrest,  Gorham,  GrOM  of  Pennsylvania, 
Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibshman,  Hobart, 
Hosteller,  Kendall,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Maclay, 
Mallary,  Marchand,  Meecb,  Monell,  K.  Moore,  Morton, 
Moseley,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Massachusetls,  Parker  of 
MassacbusetU,  Patterson.  Phelps,  Philson,  Pitcher, 
Plumer,  Randolph.  Rich,  Richards.  Richmond,  Rogers, 
Ross,  Rass,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Street,  Strong  of  Ver- 
mont, Strong  of  New  York,  'J'arr,  Tomlinson,  Tracy, 
Udree,  Upbam,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover, 
and  Whitman— 66. 

So  the  House  d<  termined  to  reconsider  the  vote 
of  yesterday  rejecting  the  resolution  from  the  Sen- 
ate in  its  amended  shape. 

The  question  then  again  presented  itself  in  this 
form:  Shall  the  amendment  be  engrossed,  and, 
with  the  resolution,  read  a  third  time? 

Mr.  Hackley,  of  New  York,  assigned,  at  con- 
siderable length,  the  reasons  which  had  induced 
him,  as  a  member  of  the  select  committee,  and  on 
the  subsequent  vote  in  the  House,  to  give  his  suf- 
frage in  favor  of  the  amendment  reported  by  the 
select  committee. 

,  Mr.  Fuller  delivered  to  the  House  the  grounds 
on  which  he  was  opposed  to  this  resolution,  not 
believing  that  the  condition  annexed  to  the  admis- 
sion of  Missouri  obviates  the  objection  to  that 
clause  of  her  constitution  which  is  supposed  to 
conflict  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  EowARDs,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  feeling 
il  his  painful  duty,  upon  the  present  occasion,  to 
differ  from  those  with  whom  it  had  been  his  plea- 
sure to  act  upon  almost  every  proposition  concern- 
ing Missouri,  he  trusted  he  need  offer  no  apology 
for  the  part  he  should  take  in  consuming  the  valu- 
able time  of  the  House.  He  would  not,  he  said, 
detain  the  House  long ;  he  knew  il  was  impatient 
for  the  question,  and  would  endeavor  to  state,  as 
succinctly  as  possible,  the  reasons  which  deter- 
mined the  course  he  was  about  to  take.  What- 
ever, Mr.  E.  said,  might  be  his  views  upon  this 
resolution,  to  whatever  conclusion  he  may  have 
come,  he  could  but  distrust  his  own  judgment 
when  opposed  by  the  opinion  of  the  select  com- 
mittee who  reported  it  to  the  House.  With  some 
of  the  members  of  that  committee,  he  said,  he  was  I 
well  acquainted ;  he  had  the  fullest  confidence  in 
their  abilities,  and  regretted  he  could  not  go  along 
with  them.  His  great  anxiety  to  put  to  rest  this 
distracting  subject  was  manifest  from  his  course 
16th  Con.  2d  Sess— 36 


hitherto ;  and  no  gentleman  could,  for  a  moment, 
believe  he  would  hesitate  to  vote  for  any  proposi- 
tion 10  admit  Missouri  which  his  judgment  ap- 
proved. 
He  had  bestowed  the  fullest  consideration  upon 
I  this  resolution,  and  could  not  bring  himself  to  sup- 
'  port  it.     What,  sir,  is  the  first  member  of  it?    It 
1  IS  declared  to  be  a  fundamental  condition  upon 
;  which  Missouri  is  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union, 
I  that  she  ^'  shall  never  pass  any  law  preventing  any 
'  description  of  persons  from  coming  to,  ana  set- 
'  tling  in,  the  said  Slate,  who  now  are,  or  hereafter 
'  may  become,  citizens  of  any  of  the  States  of  this 
'  Union."     Did  it,  he  asked,  recite  in  so  many 
words  the  clause  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  which  declares  "  the  citizens  of  each  State 
'  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immu- 
'  nities  of  citizens  in  the  several  States?"    No, 
It  in  truth  contained  our  own  construction  of 


sir. 


that  clause ;  it  set  forth  our  own  opinion,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  of  the  oblieaiion  it  imposed,  and  we 
demand  of  Missouri  submission  to  that  opinion  as 
a  sine  qua  non  of  her  admission.    And  are  gentle- 
men prepared  to  maintain  this  doctrine?     Woald 
they  lell  him  that  Congress  possess  the  power  to 
cut  down  and  restrict  the  State  sovereignties  by 
legislative  construction  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion ;  and  that,  too,  of  a  clause  intended  merely  to 
restrain  the   legislative  di.scretion  of  the  States 
themselves  ?    Establish  this  doctrine,  and  to  what 
will  it  lead  ?     What  will  be  the  powers  of  this 
Government,  and  where  the  limit  to  them  ?    I  ask, 
said  Mr.  £.,  do  gentlemen  mean  to  say,  that  what- 
ever may  be  our  construction  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution ;  whatever  rights  we  may  think  we  our- 
selves possess,  we  can  demand  of  a  State  who  asks 
admission  into  the  Union  to  stipulate,  she  will 
adopt  the  one  and  not  violate  the  other?     If  so, 
what  is  to  prevent  us  from  saying  to  Missouri,  to 
Michigan,  to  Arkansas,  or  any  other  Territory 
who  may  hereafter  apply  to  become  a  member  of 
the  Union,  "  we  have  a  right  to  promote  the  inter- 
'  nal  improvement  of  the  country  by  a  system  of 
'  roads  and  canals,  when,  how,  and  where  we 
'  please,  and  we  demand  of  you,  as  a  conditioa  <rf 
'  admission,  a  stipulation  that  you  will  pass  no  law 
'  interfering  with  the  exercise  of  this  right,  or,  in- 
'  deed,  of  any  other  right  which  we  may  imagine 
'  we  possess  ?"    And  why  not  ?    We  may  say  then, 
as  now,  it  is  consistent  with  our  interpretation  of 
the  Constitution,  and  we  impose  no  new  obliga- 
tion.    Sir,  I  will  never  consent  to  establish  such  a 
principle  by  my  vote.     The  powers  of  this  G©y- 
ernment  are  mighty  enough ;  their  march  is  o«- 
wards ;  and  1  wish  they  may  not  sooner  or  later 
entirely  absorb  the  powers  ot  the  States.   He  faiew 
he  should  be  told  that  his  objections  to  the  first 
proviso  were  obviated  by  the  last,  which  asserts 
that  Missouri,  when  admitted,  shall  have  all  the 
powers  of  ihe  original  States.     But  he  could  not 
so  view  it ;  whether  our  construction  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution,  in  this  particular,  be  right  or 
wrong,  the  principle  still  remained.    He  ob^jected 
to  the  exercise  of  a  right  by  Congress  to  decuJe  for 
the  States  the  extent  of  their  political  powers. 
This  resolution  must  receive  such  a  constnictifis 
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as  will  give  effect  to  every  member  of  it,  as  will 
reconcile  all  its  parts.    And  was  he  to  understand 
gentlemen  to  say  that  Missouri,  thus  restricted, 
will  have  all  the  powers  of  the  original  States; 
or  that  the  original  States  had  the  same  powers, 
and  no  more  than  she  had  ?    Gentlemen  are  mis- 
taken when  they  say  the   import  of  the   terms 
"privilege*  and  immunities"  is  remitted  to  judi- 
cial cognizance ;  we  have  ourselves,  in  some  de- 
gree, given  their  meaning.     The  resolution  uses 
the  words  "  any  description  of  persons,"  and  de- 
clares them  entitled  to  go  to,  and  settle  in,  Mis- 
souri, if  they  be  citizens  of  any  of  the  States.     It 
does  not  say  of  the  United  States.     What  privi- 
leges and  immunities  are  secured  to  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  by  the  clause  in  question,  the 
Legislatures  of  the  States  must  decide,  subject  to 
revision  by  the  judiciary ;  and  how  far  the  States 
are  restrained,  in  this  respect,  there  is  much  differ- 
ence of  opinion  even  in  this  House.    Let  Missouri, 
then,  enjoy  the  rights  her  sister  States  possess ;  let 
her  be  at  liberty,  as  they  are,  to  expound  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  according  to  her 
sense  of  her  own  obligations  of  duty  and  of  con- 
science. 

But,  Mr.  E.  said,  if  the  objections  which  he  had 
already  examined  did  not  exist,  he  could  not  ac- 
cept the  resolution  with  the  second  proviso ;  which 
makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri, 
by  a  solemn  public  act,  to  give  its  assent  to  the 
condition  contained  in  the  first,  and  make  it  a  fun- 
damental part  of  her  political  system.  He  asked 
gentlemen  who  had  examined  the  constitution  of 
Missouri,  if  they  were  serious  in  imposing  this 
task  upon  the  Legislature?  Would  they  demand 
of  the  Legislature  to  pass  an  act  which  they  shall 
declare  upon  its  face  to  be  fundamental  and  irre- 
vocable ?  Sir,  they  will  understand  too  well  their 
powers ;  they  will  be  able  to  find  in  the  Constitu- 
tion which  gave  them  birth,  and  under  which  they 
will  convene  to  deliberate  for  the  public  weal,  no 
authority  to  bind  subsequent  Legislatures,  and  to 
give  to  their  enactments  any  higher  dignity  than 
that  of  mere  laws  ;  they  will  not  be  so  ignorant  as 
to  think  they  possess  the  plenary  powers  of  a  con- 
vention, and  will  not  presume,  in  their  character 
of  legislators,  in  open  violation  of  their  duties  as 
such,  and  of  their  constitution,  to  which  all  their 
measures  must  conform,  to  pass  a  law  which  they 
shall  declare  to  be  more  permanent  and  unalterable 
than  even  the  constitution  itself.  High-minded 
and  honorable  men  will  not  sport  thus  with  their 
reputation  and  their  oaths.  Let  us  forbear  then 
to  make  this  demand.  If  we  mean  not  to  admit 
her  at  this  session,  let  us  not  throw  at  her  new 


taunts,  but  leave  her  to  herself  for  the  present. 
Have  the  friends  of  Missouri  considered  the  situa- 
tion in  which  they  will  be  placed,  if  she  refuse  to 
comply  with  the  terms  now  offered  ?  And  he  had 
no  expectation  she  would  comply,  because  she 
could  not.     She  comes  here  next  Winter — asks 

you  to  receive  her  into  the  family  of  States to 

permit  her  to  submit  to  your  authority,  and  to  par- 
ticipate in  your  councils.  Will  her  friends  then 
say,  she  has  treated  them  with  contumacy  ?  Will 
gentlemen,  on  all  sides,  say,  we  have  offered  you 


terms,  and  you  would  not  accede  to  them — you 
have  spurned  them — and  thus  drive  her  again 
from  our  doors  ?  Deny  to  her  again  that  which 
by  the  law  of  the  last  session  she  is  entitled  to, 
and  which  we  are  pledged  to  grant  her?  We 
should  at  least  be  cautious  in  interposing  new  ob- 
stacles. But  he  much  feared  we  should,  by  our 
own  proceedings,  heap  objection  upon  objection, 
until  we  bring  Missouri  to  our  feet ;  if,  indeed,  she 
can  be  brought  there.  I  do  hope,  said  Mr.  E.,  we 
shall  leave  ner  to  pursue  that  course  which  may 
seem  to  herself  best ;  that  her  friends,  at  least,  will 
not  be  the  means  of  throwing  new  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  her  admission  into  the  Union. 

He  regretted  much  the  resolution  passed  by  the 
Senate  had  been  rejected  by  the  House ;  he  had 
prevailed  upon  himself,  with  great  difficulty,  to 
vote  for  it ;  it  was  his  ultimatum ;  nothing  but  a 
spirit  of  conciliation  could  have  carried  him  so 
far ;  but  conciliation  itself  appeared  now  to  be  ex- 
hausted ;  he  could  not  tell  what  more  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  could  have  reasonably  required. 
It  expres.sed,  by  the  strongest  implication,  that 
doubts  existed  as  to  the  compatibility  of  the  much 
disputed  clause  in  the  Missouri  constitution  with 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  and  de- 
clared, if  it  were  incompatible,  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress was  not  given  to  it.  He  had  hoped  this  was 
enough  to  satisfy  gentlemen. 

He  was  fully  sensible  of  the  hi^h  responsibility 
of  his  duty  upon  the  present  occasion,  but,  as  great 
as  it  was,  he  should  consider  himself  an  unworthy 
member  of  this  body  if  he  were  to  shrink  from  it. 
However  much  he  respected  the  opinions  of  others, 
he  should  fearlessly  ooey  the  dictates  of  his  own 
judgment;  he  could  not  be  alarmed  by  conse- 
quences; hecouldsay,  let  them  come.  If  it  should 
be  his  misfortune  to  incur  the  frowns  of  others,  he 
should  have  the  consolation  to  know  he  had  the 
approbation  of  his  own  conscience.  It  is  often 
our  lot,  both  in  private  and  public  life,  to  be  called 
upon  to  discharge  duties  painful  to  our  feelings ; 
but,  he  hoped,  he  should  never  want  resolution  to 
sustain  him  in  such  a  trial. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  E.,  I  will  not  detain  you  longer. 
I  am  sorry  I  was  obliged  to  have  adaressed  you 
at  all.  I  have  hastily  presented  you  my  views, 
and  yiist  they  will  sufficiently  account  for,  and 
vindicate,  my  course  in  separating  from  my  friends 
upon  this  trying  question. 

Mr.  Randolph  stated  some  of  the  grounds  on 
which  he  was  opposed  to  this  resolution.  He  con- 
sidered it  as  proposing  a  sacrifice  of  the  rights  not 
only  of  Missouri,  but  collaterally  of  all  the  States 
of  the  Union,  to  mistaken  notions  of  expediency ; 
and  entered  into  an  argument  to  support  that  po- 
sition. He  declared  himself  to  be  opposed  to  the 
annexation  of  any  condition  to  the  act  of  admission 
of  Missouri. 

Mr.  Storrs  followed,  in  an  argument  in  suj>- 
port  of  the  resolution,  and  the  sufficiency  of  its 
provisions  to  obviate  tne  objection  which  he  had 
entertained  to  the  naked  resolution  for  admission, 
when  that  question  was  presented  at  an  earlier 
period  of  the  session.  He  earnestly  deprecated  the 
disposition  which  appeared  to  prevail  with  some 
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gentlemen,  to  leave  Missouri  in  a  state  of  discon- 
nection from,  and  independence  on,  the  Govern- 
ment, proposing  to  do  nothing  with  her  now,  and 
promising  to  do  nothing  more  hereafter,  &c. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  New  York,  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  rise  with  the  hope  that 
any  thing  that  I  can  say  will  materially  alter  the 
vote  that  will  finally  be  given  on  this  question ; 
and  I  would  have  contented  myself  with  giving  a 
silent  vote  on  it,  were  it  not  that  my  motives  may 
be  possibly  called  into  question  by  designing  per- 
sons. I  rise,  therefore,  in  vindication  ofthe  course 
which  I  have  marked  out  for  myself,  and  which  I 
shall  consider  it  my  duty  to  pursue. 

During  the  last  session  oi  Congress,  when  the 
question  of  restricting  slavery  in  that  State  was 
discussed,  I  supported  it,  in  every  instance,  by  my 
vote.  Congress,  however,  decided  against  those 
who  thought  and  acted  with  me  on  the  question. 
How  that  decision  obtained  I  will  not  now  inquire. 
It  is  sufficient  for  me  that  the  opponents  of  restric- 
tion were  not  indebted  to  me  for  their  success, 
either  by  my  absence  or  by  a  change  of  my  vote. 
But,  however  that  decision  was  obtained,  I  con- 
sidered it  binding  on  Congress.  By  it  Congress 
solemnly  pledged  itself  to  Missouri  that,  if  she 
would  present  a  constitution,  in  other  respects  re- 
publican, and  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  she  should  be  admitted  into  this 
Union.  I  considered  myself  bound  by  this  pledge. 
I  have  no  alternative  left.  I  cannot  lor  a  moment 
consent,  as  a  member  of  this  House,  to  observe  a 
Punic  faith  even  to  Missouri.  I  know  it  is  ob- 
jected that  Missouri  has  not  fulfilled  her  part  of 
the  compact ;  that  her  constitution,  in  one  of  its 
provisions,  is  repugnant  to  that  of  the  United 
States.  I  agree  that  it  is.  But  we  have  no  evi- 
dence that  this  repugnant  clause  was  inserted  with 
intent  to  violate  any  of  the  provisions  ofthe  Fed- 
eral Constitution  ;  and  we  certainly  are  warranted 
in  judging  charitably  of  her  intentions,  when  we 
reflect  that  several  of^the  States  have  enacted  laws 
of  the  same  tendency,  and  equally  repugnant  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  It  is  a 
common  judicial  maxim,  equally  applicable  to 
States  and  individuals,  that  every  one  is  presumed 
innocent  until  proven  guilty.  Adopting  this  max- 
im, we  cannot  yet  pronounce  sentence  against 
Missouri.  If  gentlemen  will  prove  to  me,  by  rea- 
sonable argument,  that  we  are  not  bound  by  the 
law  of  last  session,  and  that  we  still  have  the  right, 
consistent  with  good  faith,  to  revive  the  question 
of  the  restriction  of  slavery  in  Missouri,  and  that 
there  is  any,  even  the  most  distant  hope  of  bring- 
ing it  to  a  successful  termination,  I  will  go  with 
them ;  for  I  wish  it  distinctly  understood,  that  I 
am  not  excited  to  my  present  course  by  any  sym- 
pathy for  Mis.souri ;  I  feel  none:  nor  am  I  prompted 
by  fear.  The  menaces  of  gentlemen  have  no  in- 
fluence on  my  mind. 

But,  sir,  while  I  disclaim  any  sympathy  for  Mis- 
souri, I  confess  to  you  I  feel  a  strong  sympathy  for 
my  country ;  for  the  people  whose  interests  are 
suffering,  and  some  of  them  sacrificed  by  the  con- 
tinued agitation  of  this  unhappy  question.  Yes, 
sir,  your  agricultural,  your  manufacturing,   and 


your  commercial  interests,  are  all  in  a  suffering 
state,  and  all  anxiously  looking  to  you  for  protec- 
tion and  support.  I  ask  every  member  of  this 
House  whether,  in  each  of  their  districts,  they  have 
not  observed  a  general  prevalence  of  unparalleled 
suffering  and  distress?  And  yet  those  great,  those 
vitally  important  interests,  confided  to  your  cajre 
by  your  Constitution,  you  have  abandoned  and 
neglected.  Your  agriculturists  no  longer  find  a 
market  for  their  surplus  produce,  but  trusted  that 
Congress  would  at  least  attempt  to  create  one. 
Your  manufacturers,  who  were  induced  by  you  to 
vest  their  capitals  in  manufacturing  establishments, 
are  overwhelmed  by  foreign  competition,  and  many 
of  them  ruined  by  confiding  in  you,  and  very  many 
more  verging  on  bankruptcy.  Your  commerce 
also  languishing,  and  many  who  were  engaged  in 
its  pursuits  ruined,  and  many  more  on  ruin's  brink. 
Yet  you  have  not  as  yet  devised,  or  even  attempt- 
ed to  devise,  any  plan  for  their  relief.  Your 
enterprising  citizens  who  have  penetrated  year 
Western  domain,  and  who  have  given  you  all  their 
money  in  part  payment  for  a  home,  and,  calculat- 
ing upon  past  events,  thought  they  could  pay  you 
the  balance  which  is  your  due,  by  the  produce  of 
the  lands  which  they  have  purchased  from  you, 
have  been  disappointed,  and  at  least  partly  through 
your  neglect  Shortly  after  the  close  of  the  late 
war,  you  passed  an  act  promising  compensation 
to  those  whose  property  was  lost  or  destroyed  in 
your  service  or  by  your  means.  It  is  a  well  Known 
fact,  that  many  of  this  class  have  spent  the  wreck 
of  their  fortunes  in  dancing  attendance  upon  you, 
without  being  able  to  obtain  a  decision  upon  their 
applications.  To  these  people  a  delay  of  justice 
is  injustice. 

Sir,  your  table  is,  at  this  time,  groaning  under  a 
load  of  petitions  from  a  distressed  community,  who 
have,  with  unparalleled  patience  and  perseverance, 
supplicated  from  you  that  justice  which,  in  many 
instances,  you  had  no  right  (although  you  had  the 
power)  to  delay  or  withhold. 

And  why  is  it  thus?  Why  is  it,  I  ask  you,  that 
this  Congress  have  now  been  in  session  nearly 
nine  months,  and  the  universal  distress  of  the  coun- 
try staring  them  in  the  face,  and  not  one  decisive 
act  passed  for  their  relief?  Why  is  it  that,  al- 
tbouG^h  you  have  had  abundant  evidence,  botn  at 
the  fast  session  and  thi.s,  that  your  revenue  was 
materially  diminished,  and  your  Treasury  empty, 
that  you  have  not  taken  one  step  toward  augment- 
ing your  revenue  or  replenishing  your  Treasury, 
but  by  loans?  Sir,  we  can  make  but  one  answer: 
we  had  to  ^pend  the  best  half  of  last  session  dis- 
cussing the  propriety  and  impropriety  of  imposing 
a  restriction  of  slavery  on  Missouri,  and  we  have 
spent  the  best  half  of  this  session  discussing  the 
merits  and  demerits  of  her  constitution.  Both  dis- 
cussions have  been  alike  pleasant  and  profitable ; 
but  there  appears  to  be  this  difference :  Congress 
brought  the  question  of  restriction  to  a  termination, 
such  as  it  was ;  but  this  question  they  seem  deter- 
mined shall  live  and  die  with  them.  Die  with 
them  did  I  say  ?  No;  it  is  so  pleasant  and  so  pro- 
fitable a  subject,  we  are  determined  it  shall  survive 
us ;  we  seem  inclined  to  bequeath  it  as  a  valuable 
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legacy  to  the  next  Congress ;  and  if  they  husband 
it  as  well  as  we  have  done,  it  may,  for  ought  we 
know,  last  for  many  years;  and  I  think  we  have 
coBTiDcing  proof  that,  while  it  does  live,  it  will 
live  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  important  busi- 
ness; for,  besides  the  time  it  engrosses,  it  excites 
the  passions  and  prejudice?,  and  sours  the  minds 
of  gentlemen  so,  that  they  are  totally  disqualified 
for  acting  in  concert  for  the  public  good. 

Sir,  these  are  the  reasons  which  have  induced 
me  to  support,  with  my  vote,  the  resolution  from 
the  Senate,  as  amended  by  the  Committee.  I  wish 
this  controversy  ended;  it  is  incumbent  on  this 
Congress  to  terminate  it.  The  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  well  as  of  Missouri,  expect  it,  and  I 
think  we  are  bound  in  duty  not  to  disappoint  their 
just  expectations. 

Sir,  upon  the  supposition  that  this  proposition  is 
rejected,  I  would  solemnly  ask  gentlemen  what 
will  suit  them  ?  Will  you  admit  Missouri  uncon- 
ditionally? No.  Will  you  admit  her  with  the 
condition  annexed  by  tne  Senate?  No.  Will 
you  admit  her  by  that  resolution,  as  amended  by 
your  Committee?  No.  Sir,  1  will  not  detain 
this  House  by  enumerating  all  the  various  propo- 
sitions which  have  been  made  for  her  admisssion, 
and  all  of  which  have  shared  the  same  fate.  Well, 
will  you  revive  the  subject  of  the  restriction  of 
slavery,  and  make  that  a  sine  qua  rum  of  her  admis- 
sion ?  No.  You  have  declared,  by  a  large  ma- 
jority, that  you  will  not.  Then,  seeing  you  can- 
not agree  to  admit  her  upon  any  terms  which 
have  been  proposed,  will  you  postpone  the  consid- 
eration of  the  subject  indefinitely,  and  let  us  at- 
tend to  some  other  of  our  duties  ?    No. 

Sir,  the  course  pursued  by  this  House,  on  this 
subject,  is  (to  say  the  least  of  it)  most  extraordi- 
nary. You  will  neither  dismiss  it  nor  decide  on 
it,  but  you  cling  to  this  firebrand  of  discord  with 
the  utmost  pertinacity,  without  intimating  what 
your  ultimate  object  is.  Is  it  with  a  hope  that 
others  will  do  for  you  what  you  wish  done,  but 
dare  not  do?  Is  it  with  a  hope  that  you  will  tire 
out  some  of  the  Northern  members,  so  that  thev 
will  unite  with  the  South,  upon  some  plan  of  ad- 
mission which  will  pass,  and  to  which,  at  the 
same  time,  you  will  have  the  pleasure  to  give  your 
negative ;  and,  by  this  means,  evade  the  odium 
which  you  think  will  attach  to  an  act  which  you 
wish  accomplished  ?  Sir,  this  course  of  policy 
may  serve  for  a  time,  but  it  will  not  always  last. 
I  will  never  advise  a  man  to  be  engaged  in  an  act 
in  which  I  could  not  consider  myseli  justified  in 
co-operating.  I  cannot  consent,  as  a  member  of 
this  House,  to  act  the  partof  a  waterman,  looking 
one  way  and  rowing  another. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  well  aware  of  the  sentiments 
of  my  constituents,  and  how  feelingly  alive  they 
are  to  any  act  that  would  either  practically  or 
theoretically  compromit  any  of  the  rights  even  of 
the  meanest  of  their  citizens.  There  is  no  man 
in  this  House  who  entertains  a  higher  veneration 
and  respect  for  the  opinions  and  wishes  of  his  con- 
stituents than  I  do.  But,  in  acting  on  this  ques-. 
tion,  I  have  a  high  and  important  duty  to  perform 
to  my  country  and  to  my  own  conscience ;  and  if 


I  should  be  so  unhappy  as  to  incur  their  disappro- 
bation by  the  vote  1  am  about  to  give,  I  shall  at 
least  enjoy  the  consolation  of  carrying  with  me 
into  that  retirement  to  which  their  displeasure 
would  consign  me,  a  full  and  perfect  conviction 
of  having  acted  according  to  the  dictates  of  my 
own  conscience,  with  the  sole  intention  of  pro- 
moting the  peace,  prosperity,  and  happiness  of 
our  common  country. 

Mr.  SiMKiNs  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  rising,  principally  to  ask  for 
the  ayes  and  noes  on  this  now  apparently  desper- 
ate resolution,  my  bosom  swells  with  emotions  to 
which  my  tongue  can  give  no  utterance.  I  fe^ 
myself  authorized  to  warn  gentlemen,  in  the  roost 
solemn  manner,  that  the  nation  is  heart-sick  of 
this  question ;  and  I  do  believe,  if  it  were  left  to 
the  people,  Missouri  would  be  declared  to  be  ad- 
mitted almost  by  acclamation.  The  inhabitants 
even  of  the  North  and  East  abhor  the  existence 
of  a  subject  which  has  been  so  pressed  upon  Con- 
gress as  not  only  to  occasion  great  expense  and 
loss  of  time,  but  to  agitate  the  nation  from  Maine 
to  Georgia ;  and  although  it  may  not  be  strictly 
parliamentary  to  speak  of  information  coming  in 
any  other  than  an  official  shape,  yet  1  venture  to 
assert,  upon  that  on  which  1  place  the  most  im- 
plicit reliance,  that,  in  many  sections  of  the  New 
England  States,  there  is  a  vast  majority  in  favor 
of  unconditional  admission  !  Shall  I,  then,  on  a 
matter  of  such  moment,  of  such  national  impor- 
tance, that  almost  every  day  it  exists  adds  to  the 
bad  feelings,  jealousies,  and  spirit  of  disunion,  so 
destructive  to  our  peace,  stop  to  argue  the  lawyer- 
Itke  and  attenuated  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Tomlinson,)  as  to  the 
power  of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri  to  give  its 
assent  to  the  proposition  submitted  by  the  Com- 
mittee; a  proposition  most  ably  and  zealously  vin- 
dicated by  the  gentlemen  from  Kentucky  and  from 
New  York,  (\fessrs.  Clay,  Foro,  and  Hackley.) 
Sir,  this  is  no  time  to  consider  technical  argu- 
ments and  sceptical  objections ;  it  is  the  time  to 
insure  the  harmony  of  the  country  by  a  settlement 
of  this  ominous  and  ill-boding  question. 

Sir,  in  my  opinion,  Missouri  is  already  a  State 
of  this  Union,  and  was  so  the  moment  she  formed 
a  constitution,  appointed  her  judges,  and  elected 
her  members  to  the  Senate  and  to  this  House. 
She  had  then  performed  those  acts  upon  which 
she  was  to  be  prospectively  admittea ;  and  she 
then  became  a  State  of  this  Union ;  and  the  only 
difiiculty  is,,  that  you  refuse  now  to  declare  her 
admitted.  You  deny  to  her  an  unquestionable, 
and  a  vested  right.  But,  sir,  I  will  not  attempt  to 
go  over  ground  so  ably  occupied  by  my  friend  and 
colleague,  (Mr.  Lownoes,)  I  content  myself  by 
moving  for  the  ayes  and  noes,  that  the  nation  may 
see  who  still  oppose  the  admission  of  this  State. 
Gentlemen  may  consider  that  they  now  stand  on 
popular  and  strong  grounds.  The  next  election 
will,  I  believe,  show  that  they  are  playing  a  haz- 
ardous rame;  that  they  stand  on  "slippery  places." 

Mr.  Ross,  of  Ohio,  spoke  at  some  length,  and 
with  much  earnestness  of  manner,  in  opposition  to 
the  resolution,  on  the  ground  that  its  provisions 


1129 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1130 


Fbbrdary,  1821. 


AdmUtion  of  Missowri. 


H.  OP  R. 


were  inefficient  in  themselves  ;  or,  beine  otherwise, 
were  of  a  most  pernicious  tendency.  He  consid- 
ered it  an  expedient  to  avoid  a  responsibility 
which  gentlemen  were  afraid  to  meet.  He  repro- 
bated the  change  of  sentiment  which  some  gen- 
tlemen had  evinced,  and  intimated  that,  if  honest 
in  their  first  opinion,  they  had  acted  dishonestly,  or 
under  the  influence  of  improper  motives  in  voting 
differently  now,  dec. 

Mr.  Little,  of  Maryland  was  about  to  speak 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Ross,  and  in  vindication  of  his 
course  on  this  question — 

When  an  explanation  took  place  between  Mr. 
Clay  and  Mr.  Ross,  which  induced  Mr.  L.  to 
waive  his  remarks. 

Mr.  Balowin,  of  Pennsylvania,  next  spoke  ear- 
nestly in  support  of  this  resolution,  and  in  reply  to 
those  who  had  spoken  against  it.  He  invoked 
those,  whom  the  resolution,  as  it  now  stood,  did 
not  please,  to  say  explicitly  what  would  please 
them,  it  having  been  decided  by  a  large  majority 
that  the  restriction  of  last  session  was  out  of  the 
question. 

Mr.  S.MITH,  of  Maryland,  spoke  briefly  upon  one 

Etint  of  the  resolution  whicn  had  been  particu- 
rly  objected  to. 

Mr.  PiNCKNEY,  of  South  Carolina,  spoke  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  there  are  many  reasons  which 
make  it  incumbent  on  me  not  to  sufier  this  ques- 
tion, which  I  consider  the  final  one  on  the  accept- 
ance or  rejection  of  the  constitution  of  Missouri, 
and  her  admission  into  the  Union,  to  pass  without 
presenting  my  views  on  the  subject  to  the  House. 
These  reasons  are,  the  importance  of  the  question 
itself,  the  great  interest  tne  State  1  represent,  in 
part,  has  in  it,  and,  not  among  the  least,  the  fre- 
quent calls  made  upon  me  in  this  House,  and  ref- 
erences in  the  other,  as  to  the  true  meaning  of  the 
second  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  which  it  appears,  from 
the  Journal  of  the  General  Convention  that  formed 
the  Constitution,  I  first  proposed  in  that  body. 

We  are  now  arrived  at  the  most  awful  period 
which  has  hitherto  occurred  on  this  delicate  and 
distressing  subject.  On  the  decision  of  the  ques- 
tion before  you  is  to  depend  whether  we  are  to 
rise  in  harmony  with  each  other,  having  made  the 
necessary  provision  for  the  admission  of  Missouri 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  other  States,  or  to 
reject  her  constitution,  and  leave  her,  erected  as 
she  completely  is,  by  our  ovm  authority,  into  a 
State,  unowned  and  unadmitted  into  our  Union, 
of  which,  under  the  fostering  care  of  Government, 
she  soon  bids  fair  to  become  a  most  valuable 
member. 

Mr.  Jefferson  says,  in  a  letter  to  a  friend,  which 
has  been  published,  at  least  this  sentence  of  it: 
"  The  Missouri  question  is  the  most  portentous 
'  one  that  ever  threatened  our  Union.    In   the 

*  gloomiest  moments  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  I 
'  never  had  any  apprehension  equal  to  that  I  feel 

*  from  this  source."  I  agree  perfectly  with  him,  and 
Join  those  gentlemen  in  opinion  who  consider  this, 
beyond  all  comparison,  the  second  question  in 
point  of  importance,   which  has  been  agitated 


amonff  us  since  our  revolt  from  the  parent  State. 
The  first  was  the  memorable  declaration  which 
confirmed  the  Union,  and  gave  birth  to  the  inde- 
pendence of  our  country.  This  is  the  only  one 
which  may,  in  its  consequences,  lead  to  the  disso- 
lution of  that  very  Union,  and  prove  the  death- 
blow of  all  the  political  happiness  and  national 
importance  once  so  rationally  to  be  expected  from 
it.  I  feel  myself  authorized  to  express  this  fear  by 
the  fact,  that  the  gentlemen  in  opposition  hare 
now  thrown  off*  the  veil,  and  expressly  declare 
their  intention  is  to  leave,  if  possible,  this  question 
to  the  next  Congress;  to  leave  to  them,  unfettered 
by  any  act  of  ours,  the  power  to  decide  how  far 
the  true  interest  ot  the  Union  may  then  make  it 
necessary  to  produce  anew,  and  struggle  for  the 
imposition  oi  the  restriction  on  slavery  in  Mis- 
souri, which  has,  during  the  three  last  sessions, 
shaken  the  Union  to  its  very  foundations.  They 
openly  avow  that  they  do  not  consider  themselves 
bound  by  the  compact  of  the  last  year,  confining 
that  restriction  to  the  territory  north  of  36  degrees, 
30  minutes,  but  aver,  if  they  have  strength  enough 
to  do  so,  their  intention  to  leave  the  next  Congress 
free  to  decide  it  as  they  please. 

In  considering  the  subject,  I  shall  endeavor  to 
prove  to  you  that  Missouri,  in  complying  with  the 
act  of  Congress  of  the  last  session,  has  submitted 
to  you  the  very  best  republican  constitution  I  have 
ever  seen ;  one  not  only  superior  to  that  of  the 
other  States,  but  even  to  the  boasted  one  of  the 
United  States ;  and  that  if  she  has,  without  the 
least  intention  to  violate  it,  inserted  the  article  re- 
specting the  prohibition  of  free  negroes  and  mulat- 
toes,  she  may  fairly  be  considered  as  not  only 
having  done  it  under  the  sanction  of  Congress, 
but  I  may  almost  be  justified  in  saying  under  their 
recommendation. 

In  examining  the  constitution  of  Missouri  it 
will  be  found,  that  while  it  has  carefully  avoided 
all  those  defects  which  time  and  experience  have 
discovered  in  the  constitution  of  the  other  States, 
it  has  wis<!ly  ingrafted  all  their  excellencies,  ana 
made  addition  of  others  heretofore  omitted  or  not 
thought  of.  The  first  branch  of  her  Legislature 
is,  contrary  to  all  the  others,  except  South  Caro- 
lina and  1  cnnessee,  elected  for  two  years,  thereby 
avoiding  the  almost  continual  irritation  and  in- 
trigue incident  to  annual  elections,  while  suffih 
ciently  short  to  continue  the  Representative  as 
connected  with  his  constituents,  as  he  ought  to  be. 
The  Senate  are  elected  for  a  longer  term,  and 
with  a  proper  rotation,  so  as  to  unite  firmness,  sta- 
bility, and  system,  with  a  due  degree  of  depen- 
dence and  responsibility.  Their  Executive  is 
elected  for  four  years,  possesses  the  same  revision- 
ary  power  as  the  President  of  the  United  States 
does,  and  has  exactly  that  permanence,  nomina- 
tion to  office,  and  patronage,  which  an  ExecutiTe 
ought  to  have,  to  give  weight  and  respectability 
to  his  office,  and  no  more. 

Her  judiciary  are  wisely  appointed,  and  arc 
completely  independent  in  the  tenure  of  their  office 
and  salaries,  all  the  provisions  it  has  made  for  the 
government  of  their  militia,  and  the  distribution 
of  knowledge  among  the  rising  generation  of  their 
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coantry,  do  honor  to  the  talents  that  formed  the 
constitution,  while  those  which  provide  for  the 
humane  treatment  of  slaves  by  their  masters,  and 
their  trial  by  jury,  and  punishment  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  whites,  and  make  the  murder,  or 
dismemberment  of  a  slave,  punishable  as  if  com- 
mitted on  a  free  white  person,  are  honorable  and 
liberal  improvements  on  the  policy  which  has 
hitherto  governed  other  States  in  these  respects ; 
the  declaration  of  rights  annexed  to  their  consti- 
tution recognises  and  establishes  all  the  great  and 
indispensable  principles  of  free  government ;  in 
short,  in  every  thing  except  with  respect  to  those 
provisions  which  are  held  to  interfere  with  its 
claim  to  admission  into  the  Union,  Missouri  must 
appear  to  every  impartial  man  to  have  done  her- 
self credit  by  her  constitution,  of  which  the  essen- 
tial ingredient  of  general  suffrage,  or  in  other 
words,  equal  political  rights,  is  the  basis. 

I  have  said  no  other  Stale  constitution  is  com- 
parable to  it,  and  to  prove  this,  for  brevity  sake, 
let  us  shortly  examine  the  constitution  of  Massa- 
chusetts, New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and 
Virginia,  and  we  shall^  as  republican  systems,  find 
them  far  inferior  indeed  to  Missouri ;  and  as  the 
question  is  on  the  acceptance  of  her  constitution, 
and  admission  into  the  Union,  this  examination 
becomes  peculiarly  proper. 

In  Massachusetts  we  have  seen,  for  years,  the 
odious  establishment  of  a  religious  test;  the  anti- 
republican  one  of  a  pecuniary  qualification  for 
voters ;  the  shifting,  vacillating  policy  of  an  annual 
House  of  Representatives,  and  a  feeble  Executive, 
checked  and  bound  down  by  a  council,  without 
whose  assent  he  can  do  nothing. 

In  New  York  the  same  improper  establishment 
of  a  pecuniarv  qualification  exists,  and  the  many 
evils  arising  from  an  annual  House  of  Represen- 
tatives in  this  State,  are  most  amazingly  and  griev- 
ously increased  by  the  election  of  their  Council  of 
Appointments  being  annually  made  by  the  Legis- 
lature; and  as  in  this  State  parties  arc  nearly 
equally  balanced,  the  inconvenience,  confusion, 
and  injury,  arising  to  the  public  by  this  annual 
struggle,  are  inconceivable.  The  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment to  all  the  oflBces  of  the  State,  consist  of 
four  members,  chosen  by  the  Legislature  from  each 
great  division  of  the  State,  who,  with  the  Grovern- 
or,  who  has  no  right  to  nominate,  and  is  only  there 
as  a  member  of  the  council,  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  rest,  appoint  all  the  officers  of  the  gov- 
ernment ;  as  this  power,  therefore,  dep^ds  upon 
who  are  elected  members  of  the  Legislature,  there 
arises  an  almost  never-ceasing  struggle  for  superi- 
ority ;  for  the  elections  are  for  so  short  a  time,  that 
scarcely  one  is  ended  before  the  plans  to  carry  the 
next,  and  all  the  intrigues  incident  to  them,  begin, 
and  the  moment  the  party  who  were  out  succeed, 
that  moment  they  sweep,  as  with  a  deluge,  every 
office  in  the  State,  except  the  judges,  that  has  a 
salary  or  is  worth  holding.  Who  of  us  belonging 
to  other  States  can  witness  the  complete  and  gen- 
eral removal  of  every  officer  in  their  government, 
of  honor  and  profit,  that  has  within  these  few  weeks 
taken  place,  without  rejoicing  that  in  our  own 
State  we  are  at  least  exempt  from  the  effect  of  so 


wavering  and  fickle  a  system.  In  every  view  in 
which  such  a  council  presents  itself  to  our  consid- 
eration, it  is  highly  wrong  and  injurious ;  for  where 
it  happens,  as  lately,  the  Governor  and  Council 
are  at  variance,  and  all  the  appointments  are  made 
contrary  to  his  wish,  it  not  only  embarrasses  and 
unnerves  his  administration,  but  reduces  him  al- 
most to  a  cypher;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  when 
they  are  of  his  party,  or  with  him,  and  appoint  as 
he  wishes,  in  case  oi  improper  choices  they  operate 
as  a  cloak  to  him. 

In  Pennsylvania  we  find  the  same  evils  aris- 
ing from  the  annual  choice  of  their  Hou.^  of  Rep- 
resentative.s,  which  I  have  depicted  in  the  other 
States,  but  there  is  in  this  so  remarkable  a  depar- 
ture from  those  democratic  principles  which  ought 
to  prevail  in  the  constitution  of  every  State  of  the 
Union,  that  it  is  astonishing  how  their  republicans, 
boasting  as  they  do  of  their  principles,  love  of  lib- 
erty and  equality,  and  so  feelingly  alive,  as  they 
appear  to  be,  to  the  rights  of  their  black  brethren, 
should  have  so  long  remained  quiet  under  or  still 
be  content  with.  It  is  the  enormous  power  granted 
to  their  Executive,  of  appointing  all  the  officers, 
including  judges  of  the  Commonwealth,  without 
the  least  restriction,  and  just  as  his  own  unchecked 
will,  or  the  influence  of  his  partisans  may  please; 
a  power  before  unheard  of,  or  unexercised  in  any 
part  of  the  Union,  and  one  so  degrading  to  persons 
calling  themselves  the  citizens  of  a  free  republic, 
that  it  is  astonishing  none  can  be  found  among 
them  sufficiently  alive,  not  only  to  the  true  inter- 
ests, but  to  the  honor  of  their  State,  to  wish  in  this 
respect  to  assimilate  their  Executive  to  that  of  the 
others. 

In  Maryland,  a  State,  perhaps,  as  equally  torn 
by  the  near  division  of  parties  as  any  other,  to  the 
error  and  inconvenience  of  an  annual  House  of 
Representatives  and  feeble  Executive,  either  check- 
ed or  cloaked  by  a  council,  as  his  opponents  or 
partisans  may  prevail  in  it,  is  superadded  the  sin- 
gular provision  of  an  aristocratic  Senate,  elected 
For  five  years,  by  electors  chosen  by  the  people, 
consequently  all  of  the  party  that  may  happen  ac- 
cidentally to  prevail  among  the  electors. 

In  this  Senate  no  rotation  is  established,  and  of 
course,  nothing  like  dependence  or  responsibility; 
and  if,  as  has  frequently  happened,  the  parties 
change  in  the  House  of  Delegates,  and  their  oppo- 
nents prevail  there,  a  scene  of  perpetual  hostility 
between  the  two  branches  is  exnibited,  adverse  to 
the  harmony  which  is  always  so  essential  to  good 
government;  besides,  there  is  annexed  so  large  a 
p<7cuniary  qualification,  as  is  sufficient  to  render  a 
considerable  majority  of  their  citizens  ineligible  to 
it;  in  this  State  also  are  the  great  evils  oi  a  viva 
voce  choice  of  their  Representatives,  and  a  religious 
test ;  which  last,  according  to  the  republican  opin- 
ions now  generally  prevailing  among  us,  may  be 
considered  as  almost  amounting  to  barbarism. 

In  Virginia  the  same  defect  prevails  of  annual 
elections  of  her  House  of  Representatives  and  Ex- 
ecutive, whose  powers  are  small,  and  are  admin- 
istered under  the  same  check  or  cloak  as  from 
party  it  may  happen  of  a  council,  as  in  Maryland, 
where,  like  her  too,  all  elections  are  to  be  viva  voce, 
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and  none  are  to  vote  but  freeholders,  thereby  ex- 
cluding a  very  great  proportion  of  her  citizens  who 
have  much  better  pretensions  to  the  exercise  of 
this  right  than  the  holder  of  a  few  barren  acres  of 
land  can  have.  Surely,  the  man  who  is  obliged 
to  defend  the  liberties  and  government  of  a  coun- 
try, and  who,  although  without  that  small  lauded 
property  which  may  entitle  him  to  vote,  may  still 
be  bound  by  the  ties  of  birth  and  of  a  fainily  to  his 
country,  ought  not  to  be  deprived  of  this  important 
right.  We  should  remember  that,  as  all  the  rest 
of  the  civilized  world  are  monarchies,  in  case  of 
necessity  we  must  depend  essentially  on  ourselves; 
that  it  is  our  true  policy,  therefore,  to  unite  every 
citizen  and  inhabitant  to  defend  the  country  of 
their  birth  or  adoption,  by  all  the  proper  encou- 
ragements in  our  power ;  that  none  is  so  powerful 
as  that  of  giving  them  the  right  to  vote  for  the 
persons  who  are  to  make  laws  for  thena ;  that  to 
deny  them  this  is  to  establish  invidious  distinctions, 
and  to  make  them  believe  your  Government  pays 
more  respect  to  property  than  to  privileges,  and 
that  you  attach  more  weight  to  the  man  who  has 
a  few  barren  acres  of  land,  and  is  perhaps  unable 
to  render  you  the  least  personal  service,  than  to  him 
who  has  been,  or  may  be  obliged  to  risk  his  health 
and  person  for  a  whole  campaign  in  the  field,  and 
who  possibly  may  be  a  native  too. 

To  the  limiting  the  right  to  vote  to  freeholders, 
and  to  the  giving  of  votes  at  elections  viva  voce,  so 
many  solid  objections  instantly  arise,  that  it  is  as- 
tonishing a  State  like  Virginia,  which,  from  her 
Revolutionary  merits,  certainly  has  a  better  claim 
to  the  title  of^  "  cradle  of  the  Revolution,"  than 
any  other,  could  so  long  have  retained  them.  If 
a  constitution  intends,  in  conferring  the  right  to 
vote,  to  give  the  elector  the  opportunity  to  vote  for 
those  he  pleases,  surely  no  other  mode  than  that 
of  ballot  can  give  it  him.  The  fear  of  giving  of- 
fence to  those  he  does  not  wish  to  displease,  and 
particularly  relations,  friends,  and  acquaintances, 
frequently  induces  the  giving  a  vote  which,  by 
ballot,  would  have  been  given  to  one  more  worthy. 
Voting  by  ballot  is  certainly  the  only  method  to 
remove  all  restraint,  and  leaves  the  voter  perfectly 
at  liberty  to  follow  the  dictates  of  his  own  con- 
science and  judgment. 

To  avoid  being  prolix  on  this  subject,  I  shall 
not  go  into  an  examination  of  any  other  of  the 
State  constitutions,  most  of  which,  however,  with 
the  exception  of  the  religious  test,  and  viva  voce 
vote,  have  the  same  defects. 

In  examining  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  you 
find  it  free  from  all  these  defects ;  and,  as  the^reat 
question  now  before  us  is  the  acceptance  of  her 
constitution  and  admission  into  the  Union,  I  wish, 
as  far  as  I  am  able,  to  show  to  the  people  of  this 
country  its  excellence  and  superiority,  as  a  repub- 
lican one,  over  those  of  the  important  States  I  have 
mentioned,  and,  indeed,  of  all  the  others,  that  they 
may  be  enabled  to  judge  whether  it  can  be  possi- 
ble so  excellent  a  system  can  be  rejected  for  the 
trifling  reason  that  it  inadvertently  contains  a  pro- 
vision prohibiting  the  settlement  of  free  negroes 
and  mulattoes  among  them,  or  whether  it  is  not 
infinitely  more  probable  that  other  reasons  of  a 


much  more  serious  nature,  and  pregnant  with  the 
most  disastrous  events  to  the  future  union  and 
peace  of  these  States,  are  at  the  bottom  of  this  un- 
expected and  inexcusable  opposition.    My  reason 
for  being  of  this  opinion  is,  that  if  this  was  not  the 
case  the  course  of  their  proceeding  on  this  subject 
would  have  been  most  probably  as  follows :  There 
would  have  been,  as  there  must  inevitably  have 
been,  a  unanimous  approbation  of  every  part  of 
the  system  except  this  prohibitory  clause,  and  this 
would  have  been  considered,  as  it  certainly  is, 
nothing  more  than  a  strong  recommendation  from 
the  convention  that  formed  the  constitution   to 
the  future  Legislature,  which  might  or  might  not 
comply  with  it,  after  giving  it  a  much  more  full 
and  deliberate  examination   than   it  was  in  the 
power  of  the  convention  to  do,  as,  in  their  opinion, 
was  most  consistent  with  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  or  the  interest  of  their  own  State. 
If  the  convention  had  not  determined  to  leave  it 
wholly  to  the  discretion  of  the  Legislature,  why 
did  they  not,  in  express  terms,  declare  that  no  free 
mulattoes  or  negroes  should  ever  be  allowed  to 
enter  into  Missouri,  and  make  it  a  part  of  the  con- 
stitution?    It  was  easy  to  have  framed  a  short 
article  on    the  subject,  and   not  to  have  made 
the  intervention  of  the  Legislature  necessary ;  be- 
sides, what  shows  that  the  Legislature  are  of  this 
opinion  is,  that,  as  far  as  we  know,  they  have 
hitherto  passed  no  such  law,  and,  if  they  should 
not,  where  is  there  a  penalty  annexed  to  their  not 
doing  so,  or  where  is  the  power  to  compel  them  ? 
But  I  now  proceed  to  state,  in  my  opinion,  the 
article  is  not  an  unconstitutional  one ;  and  that, 
even  if  it  was,  it  might  be  considered,  in  some  de- 
gree, as   sanctioned  virtually,  or  tacitly  recom- 
mended by  Congress. 

I  say  it  is  not,  in  my  judgment,  unconstitution- 
al, for  the  following  reasons,  in  which  I  mean 
briefly  to  answer  to  the  call  that  has  been  made 
upon  me :  It  appears  by  the  Journal  of  the  Con- 
vention that  formed  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  that  I  was  the  only  member  of  that 
body  that  ever  submitted  the  plan  of  a  constitu- 
tion completely  drawn  in  articles  and  sections;  and 
this  having  been  done  at  a  very  early  stage  of  their 
proceedings,  the  article  on  which  now  so  much 
stress  is  laid,  and  on  the  meaning  of  which  the 
whole  of  this  question  is  made  to  turn,  and  which 
is  in  these  words :  "  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall 
be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immunities  in 
every  State,"  having  been  made  by  me,  it  is  sup- 
posed I  must  know,  or  perfectly  recollect,  what  I 
meant  by  it.  In  answer,  I  say,  that,  at  the  time 
I  drew  that  constitution,  I  perfectly  knew  that 
there  did  not  then  exist  such  a  thing  in  the  Union 
as  a  black  or  colored  citizen,  nor  could  I  then  have 
conceived  it  possible  such  a  thing  could  ever  have 
existed  in  it ;  nor,  notwithstanding  all  that  is  said 
on  the  subject,  do  I  now  believe  onp  does  exist  in 
it ;  and,  in  order  to  prove  this,  the  only  true  ques- 
tion for  consideration  is,  what  is  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  ?  And  I  now  answer,  as  we  con- 
sider one  in  the  State  to  which  I  belong. 

In  South  Carolina  we  consider  all  white  per- 
sons born  in  the  same,  or  adopted  ac^rding  to 


1135 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1136 


1137 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1138 


H.  OF  R. 


Admission  of  Missouri. 


Fbbbuabt,  1821. 


-  I 


I 


5 


law,  to  be  citizens,  and  entitled,  as  sucb,  to  all  the 
privileges  of  a  citizen,  where  not  disabled  by  some- 
thing personal  to  themselves.  Their  privileges 
▼ary  according  to  their  sex  and  situation.  Fe- 
males are  wholly  excluded  from  a  right  to  vote,  or 
to  office,  and  are  confined  to  their  proper  sphere  ; 
but  all  males  bom  in  the  State,  or  in  the  United 
States,  after  a  certain  residence  in  that  State,  or 
adopt^  according  to  law,  are  equal,  except  clcrgyr- 
men,  who,  on  account  of  their  office,  are  excluded 
from  the  Leg^islature.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  they 
are  all  enrolled  into  the  militia,  and  serve  as  the 
defenders  of  their  coantry.  At  twenty-one  they 
are,  from  our  general  suffrage  law,  qualified  to 
Tote^  to  serve  on  juries,  and  to  be  eligible  to  the 
Legislature,  and  all  offices  except  two,  which  re- 
quire greater  age.  They  have  a  right  to  sue,  and 
are  liable  to  be  sued  ;  to  take  a  freehold,  and  hold 
property.  They  are  all  entitled  to  the  trial  by 
jury,  and  intermarrv  at  any  age. 

Tnis,  and  this  alone,  is  called  a  citizen  there ; 
and  nothing  less  than  this  can,  in  my  opinion,  con- 
stitute a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  Now  let 
us  compare  this  white  citizen  of  the  South  with 
the  blacJi  or  colored  man,  such  as  he  is  in  the  East- 
em  or  Northern  States ;  and  then  let  it  be  seen 
whether,  for  the  protection  of  the  comparatively 
few  rights  of  such  a  being  as  he  is — of  a  person  so 
situated,  so  unlike  a  citizen,  and  so  almost  wholly 
without  his  privileges — gentlemen  can  be  serious 
in  refusing  the  admission  of  Missouri,  and  risking 
the  consequences. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  all  the  States  had  slaves ; 
the  Northern  and  Eastern  to  a  considerable  amount, 
and  the  Southern  to  a  much  more  numerous  one. 
The  former,  extremely  anxious  to  ^et  rid  of  them, 
passed  laws  for  the  gradual  abolition  of  slavery, 
and,  by  their  ill-treatment,  by  the  contempt  they 
exhibited  for  them,  and  the  marked  line  of  dis- 
tinction drawn  between^em  and  the  whites,  I  am 
told,  in  the  Eastern  States,  they  have  almost  driven 
the  whole  of  them  away — many  to  the  West  In- 
dies, and  more  to  the  Southern  States ;  so  that  in 
the  six  Eastern  States,  I  am  informed,  not  more, 
at  present,  than  a  few  thousand  remain. 

And  here  let  me  ask,  how  have  they  efiected 
thisl  Why,  as  I  have  just  said,  by  treating  them,  on 
every  occasion,  with  the  most  marked  contempt — 
by  never  employing  them  when  whites  can  be  pro- 
cured, thus  reducing  them  to  great  penury  and 
distress — by  refusing  to  trust  them  with  the  defence 

of  the  country,  or  enrolling  them  in  their  militia 

by  denying  them  the  right  to  serve  on  juries,  or  in 
their  courts  to  give  credit  to  their  oaths  in  suits 
where  whites  are  concerned — by  preventing  their 

marrying,  under  heavy  penalties,  with  the  whites 

and  by  even  refusing  to  them  the  right  of  remain- 
ing more  than  two  months  in  their  State,  under 
penalty  of  whipping ;  thus  showing  that,  so  far 
from  wishing  to  treat  or  consider  them  as  citizens 
they  view  the  mixture  of  their  blood,  and  any  con- 
nexion with  them,  as  a  disgrace  to  the  whites. 
The  only  solitary  privilege  which  it  seems  is 
granted  them,  is,  on  pressing  occasions,  where 
votes  are  wanted,  these  degraded  beings  are  fre- 
quently, ia  a  most  improper  state,  dragged  to  the 


polls,  with  tickets  in  their  hands  which  they  can- 
not read,  and  compelled,  by  men  under  whose  in- 
fluence they  are  obliged  to  act,  to  disgrace,  in  the 
most  shameful  manner,  the  highest  privilege  our 
Republic  boasts,  and  which,  I  will  venture  to  say, 
is  in  no  other  country  equally  degraded,  as  by  a 
view  of  their  condition,  and  the  manner  the  blacks 
are  treated  in  Europe  will  presently  be  shown. 
And,  perhaps,  this  is  the  proper  place  to  remark, 
that  it  was  impossible  for  Missouri  to  have  held 
anv  other  opinions  on  this  subject  than  those  she 
did,  when,  in  addition  to  all  this,  she  well  knew 
Congress  bad  never,  by  their  laws,  naturalized  any 
but  whites,  or  admitted  any  other  to  be  enrolled 
into  the  militia,  or  bad,  by  any  act,  in  the  most 
remote  degree,  acknowledged  or  considered  a  black 
or  colored  man  as  a  citizen. 

I  find  it  difficult  to  say  what  opinion  ought  to 
be  attached  to  the  perseverance  which  the  majority 
of  this  House  have  exhibited  for  three  successive 
sessions,  on  this  occasion,  in  struggling  to  establish 
the  points  for  which  they  have  contended,  and  in 
which  thev  have  shown  so  little  attention,  or  have 
had  so  little  respect  for  the  feelings  of  their  breth- 
ren of  the  Southern  and  Western  States.  It  must 
have  arisen  either  from  a  wish  to  dissolve  the 
Union,  and  separate  themselves  from  the  slave- 
holding  States,  or  from  a  total  want  of  knowledge 
of  the  distinction  which  has,  from  time  immemo- 
rial, existed  in  the  civilized  world,  between  the 
black  and  white  race,  and  the  strong  and  immov- 
able line  which  has  separated,  and  will  forever 
continue  to  separate,  them  in  the  Southern  and 
Western  States  of  this  Union. 

There  can  be  no  question  what  the  opinion  of 
Europe  is  as  to  the  black  race;  for  there  the  line 
of  distinction  is  as  strongly  drawn  as  it  is  between 
the  whites  and  them  in  tlie  Southern  and  Western 
States.  Nor  is  this  peculiar  to  the  moderns;  the 
same  opinion  was  entertained  by  the  ancients  of 
the  then  civilized  world  as  exists  at  present. 

In  speaking  of  the  situation  of  the  interior  of 
Africa,  where  the  black  race  were  first  found,  it  is 
natural  to  turn  our  attention  to  what  it  has  been 
from  the  earliest  ages  we  are  acouainted  with.  In 
doing  so  we  find  that,  of  all  the  quarters  of  the 
globe,  this  is  the  only  one  which  remains  com- 
pletely unaltered  from  the  creation  until  the  pres- 
ent moment.  The  African  maa  is  still  as  savage 
as  ever — he  is  as  unchanged  as  the  lion  or  tiger 
which  roams  in  the  same  forests  with  himself. 

It  may  be  asked.  Why  this  unchanged  situation 
while  always  in  the  neighborhood,  and  within  the 
reach  of  all  the  most  civilized  part  of  the  then 
known  world  ?  Why  should  every  part  yield  to 
the  extension  of  learning  and  the  arts,  while  the 
Africans  still  continued  the  barbarous  and  canni- 
bal race  they  were  from  the  beginning  ?  The  rea- 
son is  plain  from  the  only  data  given  us  to  judge 
from.  They  certainly  must  have  been  created 
with  less  intellectual  powers  than  the  whites,  and 
were  most  probably  intended  to  serve  them,  and 
be  the  instruments  of  their  cultivation.  A  strong 
reason  in  favor  of  this  opinion  of  their  inferiority 
to  the  whites  is,  there  never  haviiu^  been  one  of 
the  race,  notwithstanding  all  the  pains  taken  with 
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them,  that  has  attained  any  thing  like  what  may 
be  termed  mediocrity  in  learning;  and,  for  this 
and  other  reasons,  some  of  the  most  able  philoso- 
phers in  both  continents,  among  whom  may  be 
named  Mr.  Hume  and  Mr.  Jefl"erson,  have  invari- 
ably expressed  the  same  sentiments. 

Such,  too,  has  unquestionably  been  the  opinion 
of  all  the  most  enlightened  nations  of  Europe;  or 
else,  when  England,  and  Spain,  and  France,  and 
Holland  had,  by  the  discovery  of  America,  acquired 
colonies  there,  why  did  they  instantlv  send  their 
ships  to  Africa,  to  stock  them  with  slaves,  and  to 
no  other  place  ?  Why  not  send  to  Asia,  or  take 
the  native  Indians  in  their  neighborhood,  and  em- 
ploy them  ?  The  reason  was,  that  they  found  no 
other  part  of  the  human  race  so  inferior  in  intel- 
lect to  the  whites  as  the  Africans,  or  none  which 
it  can  be  so  fairly  presumed  were  created  for  the 
purpose  of  serving  them. 

Let  us  now  view  the  conduct  of  England.  It 
is  true,  in  the  case  of  Somerset,  her  courts  deter- 
mined no  human  being  could  be  held  in  slavery 
in  England,  but  there  they  stopped.  You  never 
have  heard  of  any  of  the  colored  race  being  ad- 
mitted to  the  rights  of  British  subjects  so  far  as  to 
vote  at  their  elections,  to  serve  on  juries,  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  swear  in  their  courts ;  to  be  enrolled  in 
their  militia ;  or  to  be  eligible  to  Parliament ;  or 
to  hold  any  office  of  honor  or  profit  under  their 
Government. 

In  their  colonies  they  keep  them  in  abject  sla- 
very, perhaps  more  so  than  exists  in  any  part  of 
the  world,  not  even  excepting  the  Portuguese  or 
Spanish  colonies. 

In  the  dominions  of  France  in  Europe  they 
carry  the  exclusion  of  the  blacks  further  than  in 
any  European  nation ;  for,  by  an  ordinance  of 
France,  issued  long  ago  by  one  of  their  monarchs, 
and  still  in  force,  they  are  forbid  to  enter,  and  all 
persons  are  forbid  to  bring  them,  under  severe  pen- 
alties, into  France ;  stating  in  the  ordinance,  among 
the  principal  reasons  which  induced  it,  the  deter- 
mination of  the  French  Government  to  prevent 
any  intermixture  between  the  white  and  black 
blood.  It  is  not  a  little  singular  that,  in  the  dis- 
cu.ssion  which  took  place  the  last  session,  on  the 
restriction,  the  able  senator  whose  recent  death  is 
so  justly  deplored  as  a  public  loss,  should  have 
used  exactly  the  same  reasons  in  support  of  it. 

We  are,  sir,  very  fond  of  imitating  the  Romans 
in  every  thing  we  can,  without  inquiring  how  far, 
from  the  very  diflferent  nature  of  our  Government, 
it  was  strictly  appropriate.  We  have,  in  imita- 
tion of  them,  made  tne  most  ferocious  of  all  the 
birds  of  prey  our  national  standard,  and  named 
the  edifice  in  which  we  are  now  legislating,  the 
Capitol.  Why  not  follow  them  in  their  opinions 
respecting  the  African  race?  Rome  was  well 
acquainted  with  them.  She  had  carried  her  vic- 
torious eagles  to  Carthage,  and  afterwards  to  Alex- 
andria ;  they  wer^welT  acquainted  with  the  in- 
terior of  Africa,  whose  inhabitants  were  essentially 
different  from  those  of  Carthage  and  Egypt  m 
color,  and  infinitely  their  inferiors  in  intellect. 
They  were,  as  they  are  now,  cannibals  and  bar- 
barians.   So  far  from  any  of  them,  or  their  de- 


scendants, ever  having  been  considered  as  citizens 
by  the  Romans,  it  does  not  appear  they  even  con- 
descended to  make  them  their  slaves;  for,  like 
the  Greeks,  all  the  slaves  among  the  Romans 
were  white.  It  is  therefore  proMible  that,  like 
the  French  in  Europe,  they  disdained  to  mix  the 
Roman  blood  with  them.  How  different  must 
have  been  their  opinions  and  feelings  from  those 
of  our  Northern  and  Eastern  brethren,  who  now 
not  only  consent  to  receive  and  cherish  thim  them- 
selves, out  wish  to  throw  in  upon  Missouri  and 
all  the  Southern  and  Western  States,  in  the  shape 
of  citizens,  the  very  race  which  Rome  refused  to 
receive  and  use  as  slaves ! 

But,  sir,  it  will  be  impossible  for  them  to  suc- 
ceed. The  distinction  which  has  existed  from 
the  earliest  ages,  in  Europe  and  in  America,  from 
its  discovery  and  settlement,  down  to  the  present 
moment,  can  never  be  removed.  Instead  of  di- 
minishing, the  very  discussion  of  this  question 
will  increase  its  strength,  as  is  now  daily  proved 
by  the  laws  which  have  just  passed,  and  others  of 
a  similar  character  now  under  discussion  in  the 
Southern  States,  and  which  never  would  have 
been  passed  but  for  this  attempt ;  one  much  more 
dangerous  and  alarming  than  that  of  the  last  ses- 
sion ;  it  has  come  most  unexpectedly  on  them. 

They,  in  common  with  the  people  of  all  the 
States,  supposed  that  the  question  nad  been  put 
at  rest  forever — they  viewed  the  compromise  as 
binding  in  honor  on  every  part  of  the  Union — 
they  had  the  good  sense  to  know  that,  in  a  Gov- 
ernment so  extensive  as  this,  and  differing  in  its 
climate  and  productions,  and  consequently  in  its 
interests,  that  every  thing  must  be  done  by  com- 
promise— that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  itself  was  the  work  of  compromise,  and  in 
nothing  so  remarkably  and  of  such  importance  as 
on  the  very  subject  of  slavery,  in  not  only  consent- 
ing the  Southern  States  should  have  a  representa- 
tion for  their  slaves,  but  going  the  very  extraor- 
dinary length  further  in  allowing  them,  if  they 
pleased,  to  xeep  the  African  trade  open  for  twenty- 
years — and  that  this  Constitution  of  compromise 
was  formed  by  a  body  of  men,  at  least  as  well  in- 
formed and  disinterested,  and  as  much  the  lovers 
of  freedom  and  humanity,  as  may  probably  ever 
again  be  assembled  in  this  country  ;  while  there- 
fore the  Constitutional  compromise  is,  ns  it  had 
always  been,  strictly  adhered  to,  they  can  see  no 
reason  why  on  the  same  subject  the  compromise 
of  the  last  session  should  not  be — they  fear  that 
the  mere  admission  of  a  few  free  negroes  and 
muUttoes  cannot  be  the  true  cause  of  all  these 
exertions,  and  of  all  this  perseverance  on  the  part 
of  the  majority  of  this  House,  but  that  somethiikg 
of  greater  importance  is  intended,  by  the  aston- 
ishing anxiety  now  shown  to  keep  the  question 
open  to  the  next  session. 

If  this  was  not  the  case  I  should  have  supposed 
a  train  of  reasoning  something  like  the  following 
ought  to  have  weight  with  the  House.  Thecoii- 
stitution  of  Missouri,  now  under  examination,  is 
formed  truly  republican,  and  indeed  excellent  in 
all  its  provisions,  except  the  one  objected  to — in 
defence  of  this  it  is  asserted  that  it  is  no  violation 
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of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  because 
no  free  negro  or  mulatto  in  any  of  the  States,  in 
the  circumstances  in  which  he  is  at  present,  can 
be  considered  as  a  citizen. 

That,  except  in  the  solitary  right  to  vote  in  a 
few  Northern  States,  he  is  destitute  of  every  other 
qualification,  and  that  until  thev,  either  by  an 
alteration  of  their  constitution  or  laws,  admit  him 
to  a  full  participation  of  all  the  political  rights  of 
their  white  citizens,  neither  the  Supreme  Court 
or  any  other  could  consider  him  as  such — that 
Missouri  having  no  idea  of  the  existence  of  such  a 
thing  as  a  black  or  colored  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  knowing  that  all  the  Southern  and 
Western  Slates  had  for  many  years  passed  laws 
to  the  same  effect,  which  laws  are  well  known  to 
Congress,  being  at  this  moment  in  their  library 
and  within  the  walls  of  the  Capitol,  and  whicn 
were  never  before  objected  to  by  them  or  their 
courts,  they  were  no  doubt  warranted  in  suppos- 
ing they  had  the  same  right.  I  repeat  here  what 
I  asserted  before,  as  I  think  it  an  argument  of 
great  weight,  that  the  silence  of  Congress  on  the 
antecdent  laws  of  the  Southern  and  Western 
Stales,  on  this  very  subject,  might  indeed  be  fairly 
considered  as  a  sanction  to  the  proceeding,  or, 
might  we  not  go  further  and  say,  this  silence  of 
Congress  ought  to  be  considered  as  full  proof  that 
they  knew  the  imminent  danger  there  was  in  the 
Southern  and  Western  States  admitting  such  per- 
sons, and,  therefore,  on  every  occasion  where  they 
were  passed  cheerfully  acquiesced  in  them,  and  to 
go  a  little  further,  might  not  this  acquiescence, 
under  the  operation  of  the  maxim  long  received 
among  jurists,  and  agreed  to,  "  Qui  non  prohihet, 
quando  prohibere  potest,  jiibet,  be  viewed  as  at  least  a 
kind  of  tacit  or  implied  recommendation  ? 

As  to  the  idea  which  has  been  frequently  thrown 
out  in  this  debate,  that  Missouri  knew  it  was  re- 
pugnant to  the  Constitution,  and  notwithstanding 
did  it,  as  it  were,  to  defy  Congress,  it  is  the  most 
unfounded  one  imaginable.  On  the  contrary,  it 
appears  by  her  constitution  she  has  done  every 
thing  with  respect  to  slaves  she  consistently  could 
to  recommend  it  to  Congress;  she  certainly  has 
done  every  thing  she  could,  with  propriety,  to  bet- 
ter their  situation,  and  to  display  a  very  kind  and 
humane  disposition  towards  them ;  they  are  care- 
fully guarded  from  bodily  injury ;  a  fair  trial  is 
secured  to  them,  and,  from  the  provisions  respect- 
ing equality  of  punishment,  no  unusual  severity 
can  ever  be  exercised  towards  them. 

Nor  is  it  to  be  supposed  if  they  had  had  the  most 
remote  idea  that  the  article  objected  to  would  have 
been  considered  as  offensive  or  repugnant  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  they  would 
have  inserted  it ;  for  what  purpose  could  they 
wish  to  irritate  a  Government  from  which  they 
had  every  thing  to  expect,  whose  protecting  arm 
W|^ecessarv  to  their  growth  and  happiness,  and 
i^TOerefusal  to  accept  their  constitution  and  ad- 
mit them  into  the  Union  must  involve  them  in 
difficulties  of  the  most  inconvenient  if  not  serious 
nature  ?  No,  sir,  the  idea  of  its  being  repugnant 
to  the  Constitution  could  never  have  been  con- 
ceived by  them,  much  less  could  they  have  sup- 


posed it  should  have  been  considered  as  a  defiance 
of  your  authority.  They  certainly  had  no  such 
ideas,  and  if  every  other  part  of  their  constitution 

is  in  complete  accordance  with  your  act if  all 

the  rest  of  it  is  strictly  republican,  and  in  confor- 
mity with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
even  supposing,  which  I  do  not  admit,  that  this 
article  or  recommendation,  or  call  it  what  you 
please,  might  be  thought  to  clash  with  it,  will  you 
suffer  a  single  clause  or  article  to  give  a  character 
to  the  whole,  and  while  you  confess,  which  no 
man  can  deny,  that  all  the  rest  is  excellent,  that 
this  single  article  shall  suspend  your  admission  of 
her  into  the  Union,  and  leave  you  exposed  to  the 
difficulties  such  a  state  of  things  must  produce? 

If  the  present  Congress  should  refuse  to  admit 
Missouri,  a  very  serious  question  arises  as  to  the 
situation  she  is  to  be  in  :  Whether  she  is  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  State,  although  not  in  the  Union,  or 
is  to  return  to  the  Territorial  slate?  In  my  judg- 
ment there  can  be  no  doubt  that  Missouri  is  now 
a  State ;  she  has  thrown  off  every  thing  like  a  Ter- 
ritorial government;  she  has  formed  her  constitu- 
tion ;  elected  her  Legislature  and  Executive  ;  cho- 
sen her  judges,  and  appointed  all  the  other  officers 
of  her  government  and  members  of  Congress,  and 
has  now  a  State  government  completely  in  oper- 
ation. Whether  admitted  or  not  into  tne  Union, 
she  is  irrevocably  a  Slate,  and  it  is  for  those  who 
still  refuse  her  admission  to  take  the  consequences 
upon  themselves. 

As  to  the  idea  of  passing  an  act  to  direct  and 
authorize  the  President  to  cause  her  to  be  restored 
to  the  Territorial  stale,  you  are  to  remember  such 
an  act  will  require  the  assent  of  both  the  Senate 
and  President ,  neither  could,  in  all  probability, 
be  obtained,  and  I  confidently  hope  very  few,  even 
of  the  members  of  this  House,  could  be  brought  to 
vote  for  such  a  measure ;  and  to  rise,  leaving 
things  as  they  are,  and  without  even  making  pro- 
vision for  the  security  of  the  public  property,  I 
mean  of  the  United  States,  in  Missouri,  could 
onlv  be  less  impolitic  or  culpable  than  to  do  so 
without  admitting  her. 

There  are  some  other  points  I  intended  to  have 
remarked  on,  but  they  have  been  fully  slated  and 
argued  upon  by  other  gentlemen.  I  shall  only  add 
a  few  observations  on  the  propriety  and  necessity 
of  a  compromising  spirit  in  Congress  on  all  ques- 
tions connected  with  the  subje<;f  of  slavery,  let 
them  arise  from  any  source.  In  the  compromise 
of  the  last  session  great  joy  was  certainly  diffused 
through  the  Union  by  the  overwhelming  majority 
with  which  that  compromise  was  carried ;  it  was 
viewed  as  forever  putting  all  differences  on  the 
subject  at  rest ;  before  the  compromise  it  was  seen 
that  the  same  unhappy  contests  might  again  arise 
when  Arkansas  and  Florida  should  become  suffi- 
ciently numerous  to  be  admitted  ;  but  after  the 
compromise  no  man  entertained  any  fears  on  it; 
they  viewed,  as  forever  settled,  the  only  question 
which  might  produce  a  dissolution  of  the  Union, 
as  it  was  the  only  one  on  which  ambitious  and 
artful  men  might  play,  not  only  upon  the  bigotry 
and  fanaticism,  but  the  honest  feelings  and  preju- 
dices of  their  unsuspecting  countrymen,  and  turn 
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them  to  their  own  parricidal  views  ;  they,  I  mean 
that  valuable  and  honorable  part  of  our  commu- 
nity, who,  having  no  ambitious  views  of  their 
own,  wish  only  to  see  their  country  flourish  and 
be  happy,  and  be  sufficiently  strong  to  protect  her 
rights  against  the  invasions  of  foreigners,  thought 
they  saw  in  that  compromise  the  demolition  of 
every  hope  of  those  who  wished  to  fan  the  flame 
of  discord,  to  create  new  parties,  and  to  give  to 
them  dangerous  directions  and  irritating  names, 
and  may  Heaven  grant  they  may  not  be  rnistaken 
in  their  calculations  or  disappointed  in  their 
wishes. 

Surely,  sir,  if  ever  there  was  a  nation  which  re- 
quired, m  the  conduct  of  her  national  concerns,  a 
compromising  spirit,  it  is  this:  and  may  I  not  add, 
if  ever  there  was  a  time  when  it  required  it  more 
than  at  any  other,  this  is  the  time.    There  are  at 
this  period  stronger  reasons  than  there  were  the 
last  year  when  1  adverted  to  ihem  in  discussing 
the  law  then  depending  to  allow  Missouri  to  form 
a  Slate  government.     I  then  entreated  the  House 
to  recollect  that  we  were  the  only  Republic  of  any 
force  or  consequence  in  the  world,  that,  from  the 
combination  of  all  the  despots  of  the  greatest  Pow- 
ers in  Europe,  to  maintain  their  monarchical  sys- 
tems in  their  present  state,  and  what  they  had 
done  respecting   France,  there  was  no  doubt  it 
would  give  them  great  pleasure  to  remove  what 
they  must  consider  as  the  most  dangerous  evil  and 
example  to  monarchy  in  the  world — to  destroy  the 
ark,  in  which  alone,  amidst  all  the  deluges  of  des- 
potism, the  seeds  and  principles  of  freedom  have 
been,  and  are  still  safely,  preserved.     That  the  dis- 
tance, and  our  force  united  at  present,  with  the 
immense  expense  attending  such  an  attempt,  were 
the  only  obstacles — that  if  Ave  were  to  divide  on 
this  or  on  any  olher  question,  and  from  friends  be- 
come enemies,  particularly  such  as  they  would 
suppose  might  be  turned  against  each  other,  there 
could  be  no  doubt  they  would  attack  us,  if  not 
with  the  intention  of  dividing  narts  of  our  territory 
among  themselves,  at  least  with  the  view  to  oblige 
us  to  change  our  Goij^rnment  into  monarchy. 
However  remote  such  a  danger  may  appear,  let  us 
recollect  the  wonderful  changes  we  have  seen  in 
the  last  twenty  years.     View  the  same  spirit,  and 
with  nearly  the  same  means  that  overturned  France 
again  at  work,  and  determined  to  put  down,  if 
able,  every   thing  like  the  attempt  in  Italy,  to 
change  their  Government.     When  the  war  once 
again  begins  there,  who  knows  the  extent  to  which 
it  will  spread  1     And  should  the  allied  sovereigns 
be  successful,  who  can  tell  to  what  length  the  en- 
thusiasm, or  perhaps  to  call  it  by  a  more  proper 
name,  the  fanaticism  of  despotism,  may   carry 
them  ? 

Be  assured,  sir,  if  ever  there  was  a  time  when 
our  true  interests  called  upon  us  to  exhibit  to  the 
world  proofs  of  the  most  complete  harmony  and 
indissoluble  union,  this  is  it.  In  addition  to  the 
one  already  mentioned  there  is  another  cause,  and 
of  more  immediate  pressure,  which  requires  us  to 
strengthen,  as  far  as  possible,  the  bond  of  union, 
and  suffer  no  minor  consideration  to  weaken  it — 
it  is  the  depressed  stale  of  our  commerce,  and,  of 


course,  our  revenue.     It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to 
lake  up  your  time  in  stating  the  distressed  situation 
of  our  commerce  everywhere,  and  particularly  in 
the  Northern  and  Eastern  States.     Our  tables  are 
loaded  with  petitions  and  memorials  from  all  parts 
of  them,  representing  the  distress  they  are  reduced 
to,  and,  although  recommending  wrong  rernedies, 
all  goin^  to  prove  the  fact  of  the  general  distress, 
and  which  it  appears  at  present  extremely  diffi- 
cult for  Congress  to  remove  or  even  to  alleviate. 
The  distress  of  the  Northern  States  is  very  much 
owing  to  the  fall  in  the  price  of  flour,  so  low  as  to 
make  its  export  from  them  impossible.    This  arises 
from  a  larger  quantity  of  land  being  now  culti- 
vated in  Europe  than  before,  and  the  great  im- 
provement in  their  agriculture.    Indeed,  it  is  stated 
that  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  the  distre^ 
which  prevails  in  Europe  among  the  agricultural 
interests  is  the  excess  ol  production,  and  the  want 
of  a  vent  for  it.     To  the  Northern  and  Middle 
States  the  fall  of  their  principal  staple  must  be  a 
serious  evil,  as  there  is  little  hope  of  its  ever  re- 
viving, and,  such  is  the  rigor  ot  their  climate,  it 
will   be  difficult  for  them  to  find  a   substitute. 
They,   therefore,  must  become  more  dependent 
now  than  ever  on   the   Southern  and  Western 
States,  as  well  for  the  employment  of  their  ship- 
ping as  by  the  furnishing  them  with  exports;  for 
almost  the  whole  employment  their  shipping  now 
receives  is  from  them,  and  almost  all  their  trade 
is  by  the  import  and  re-export  of  the  Southern  and 
Western  products. 

To  prove  this,  let  us  examine  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury's  report  of  exports  of  native  products, 
made  only  six  weeks  ago  to  this  House,  and  you 
will  find  the  exports  of  the  Slates  are  as  follows 
in  domestic  produce: 

South  Carolina,  $8,690,000,  being  the  largest 
in  domestic  produce;  Louisiana,  including  all  the 
Western  States  as  the  whole  comes  to  New  Or- 
leans, $7,240,000;  Georgia,  $6,520,000;  Mary- 
land, $4,681,000 ;  Virginia,  $4,540,000. 

The  other  Southern  Slates  are  under  one  million 
each.  But  the  aggregate  of  the  whole  Southern 
and  Western  States  exports  of  domestic  produce 
is  upwards  of  $34,000,000,  while  those  of  the 
whole  Northern  and  Eastern  Stales  is  not  more 
than  $17,000,000,  of  which,  however  surprising, 
you  will  find  Pennsylvania  has  less  than  $3,000,- 
000,  and  Massachusetts  less  than  $4,000,000.  New 
York,  it  is  true,  has  $8,000,000 ;  but,  upon  exami- 
nation, it  will  be  found  that  New  York,  like  Penn- 
sylvania and  Massachusetts,  is  indebted  to  the 
Southern  and  Western  States  for  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  her  exports  of  native  products,  which  she 
brings  to  New  York  in  her  vessels  and  re-exports 
as  her  own.  This  is  most  unquestionable  ;  for  if, 
as  it  appears  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury's 
report,  the  whole  export  of  wheal  and  flour  for  all 
the  United  States  is  but  five  and  a  half  millions 
of  dollars,  of  which  Virginia  and  Maryland  must, 
no  doubt,  have  one-half,  or  nearly  so — then  to 
Pennsylvania,  Jersey,  and  New  York,  there  are 
left  no  more  than  three  millions  of  the  flour  and 
wheat  export  to  divide  between  them.  The  fishe- 
ries of  the  Eastern  States  amount  to  about  two 
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millions,  and  the  fur  trade,  such  provisions  as  are 
the  product  of  animals,  and  various  smaller  items, 
compose  the  remainder  of  the  seventeen  millions, 
the  amount  of  the  whole  of  the  Northern  exports. 
And,  if  it  could  be  correctly  ascertained  what  pro- 
portion of  it  is  m  the  products  of  those  States,  it 
would  be  found  to  be  very  small.  But  it  is  not 
comparatively  the  great  value  of  the  Southern  and 
Western  exports,  which  is  of  the  highest  impor- 
tance to  the  Northern  States.  It  is  the  very  bulky 
nature  of  the  commodities ;  for  no  products  can 
be  more  bulky  than  cotton,  rice,  tobacco,  sugar, 
and  lumber,  and  none  require  for  the  amount  in 
value  a  larger  quantity  of  shipping  to  export  them ; 
and,  i{  it  was  not  for  these  and  the  employment 
they  give  to  the  Northern  and  Eastern  shipping 
in  the  present  state  of  peace  and  commerce,  where 
all  nations  that  can  are  striving  to  be  their  own 
carriers,  what,  in  the  name  of  Heaven,  would  our 
Northern  brethren  do  with  their  vessels,  or  what 
use  could  they  make  of  them  7 

In  this  state  of  things  it  is  almost  superfluous  to 
ask  if  it  is  not  of  much  greater  consequence  to  the 
Northern  and  Eastern  States  to  preserve  an  union 
from  which  they  derive  such  very  important  bene- 
fits, than  to  risk  it  to  give  to  a  few  free  negroes 
and  mulattoes  the  right  to  settle  in  Missouri  con- 
trary to  the  declared  unanimous  wish  of  the  peo- 
ple of  that  State  ?    But,  it  may  be  here  asked, 
what  is  the  desire,  and  to  what  extent  do  the 
Northern  and  Eastern  States  wish  to  go  in  requir- 
ing concessions  from  the  Southern  and  Western? 
Has  it  not  always  jjeen  the  policy  of  Congress  to 
favor  American  commerce  and  American  tonnage 
at  the  expense  of  foreigners  ?    Have  they  not  made 
such  discriminations  between  imports  of  foreign 
produce  in  foreign  vessels  and  the  same  species  in 
American  bottoms  as  to  give  the  latter  great  ad- 
vantages ?    Have  they  not,  by  heavy  tonnage  du- 
ties, secured  to  the  shipping  of  the  Eastern  and 
Middle  States  the  almost  entire  coasting  trade? 
Have  they  not  lately  passed  an  act  to  counteract 
the  colonial  policy  of  the  British  Government  as 
regards  their  West  India  islands?     And  even  at 
the  last  session  did  they  not  impose  a  relaliatory 
doty  on  French  vessels  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of 
the  shipping  interest  ?    In  addition  to  all  this,  have 
they  not  imposed  on  every  species  of  foreign  mer- 
chandise, with  very  few  exceptions,  such  heavy 
duties  as  are,  in  the  opinion  and  by  the  confession 
of  the  ablest,  most  experienced,  and  skilful  of  our 
manufacturers,  fully  sufficient  to  give  them  all 
the  advantages  they  have  a  right  to  expect  ?    So 
far,  therefore,  as  the  commerce,  shipping  interest 
and  manufactures  of  the  United  Slates  are  con- 
cerned, surely  every  candid  and  impartial  man 
must  confess  Congress  have  given  them  every  sup- 
port they  ought  to  wish,  and  that  in  doing  this  the 
Southern  States,  in  the  most  generous  and  frater- 
nal manner,  have  always  assisted.     Nor  have  they 
been  at  all   behind  the  Northern  and  Eastern  in 
giving  still  further  encouragement  to  the  increase 
and  employ  of  their  seamen,  by,  upon  all  occa- 
sions, strenuously  supporting,  as  far  as  our  friends 
will  permit,  the  augmentation  of  that  great  bul- 
wark, and  pride  of  our  nation,  the  Na«ry. 


If,  to  the  necessity  arising  from  our  general  situ- 
ation for  a  compromising  spirit,  it  can  be  shown 
that  the  enemies  to  the  extension  of  slavery  in  the 
new  States  have,  in  the  act  of  last  session,  ob- 
tained a  great  advantage,  and  that  the  Southern 
and  Western  members  have  yielded  much  for  the 
sake  of  compromise,  the  opposition  to  the  admis- 
sion of  Missouri  must  appear  still  more  extraordi- 
nary when  coming  from  the  Northern  and  Eastern 
members.  It  is  asserted,  by  those  who  have  made 
the  best  calculations  upon  the  subject,  that,  by  the 
boundary,  as  fixed  by  the  treaty  with  Spain  of 
1819j  the  number  of  square  miles  within  the  slave 
district,  including  Missouri  and  Louisiana,  may 
be  estimated  at  not  exceeding  180,000,  while  the 
area  of  the  district  north  of  thirty-six  degrees  thirty 
minutes,  excluding  Missouri,  may  be  calculated  at 
1,500,000  square  miles;  so  that  not  more  than  two 
slaves  may  exist  south  of  the  line,  while  there  is 
room  for  twenty  excluding  slavery  north  of  it. 

It  would,  I  am  sure,  be  unnecessary  for  me  now 
to  go  again  into  the  arguments  which  I  used  so 
much  at  length  the  last  year,  to  prove  that  the 
origin  of  the  attempt  to  restrict  slavery  in  the  new 
States  was  very  different  from  that  of'^the  love  of 
liberty,  humanity,  or  religion  ;  these  had  nothing 
to  do  with  it.  It  is  the  love  of  power,  and  the 
never-ceasing  wish  to  regain  the  honors  and  offices 
of  the  Government,  which  they  know  can  never 
be  done  but  by  increasing  the  number  of  the  non- 
slaveholding  States.  This  once  done,  we  shall 
soon  see  a  system  established  which,  if  it  did  not 
even  go  the  length  gradually  to  mould  our  repub- 
lican institutions  into  forms  much  less  democratic 
than  the  present,  would  at  any  rate  soon  make  the 
interest  of  the  South  subservient  on  all  occasions 
to  the  North,  by  protecting  duties,  and  that  whole 
train  of  policy,  the  mischievous  effects  of  which  I 
so  fully  explained  the  last  year,  and  to  which  the 
people  of  the  South,  while  they  continue  to  know 
their  own  interest,  must  ever  be  opposed  ;  and,  in- 
deed, their  opposition  has  been  hitnerlo  the  only 
obstacle  to  their  success. 

These,  sir,  are  the  sentiments  which  my  duty  to 
the  Union  of  these  States,  to  my  constituents,  and 
to  myself,  have  made  it  incumbent  on  me  to  ex- 
press on  this  momentous  question.  Our  ancestors, 
with  those  gone,  and  a  few,  very  few,  of  our  Rev- 
olutionary heroes  and  statesmen  still  left,  bythe 
noblest  effort  which  ever  adorned  the  page  of^  his- 
tory, have  erected  such  a  monument  to  rational 
liberty  as  the  world  has  never  before  seen.  It  has 
enlightened,  and  still  continues  to  irradiate,  not 
only  the  polished  nations  of  Europe,  but  late  move- 
naents,  even  in  the  most  remote  countries  of  it, 
give  us  reason  to  believe  there  is  no  part  of  it  on 
which  some  shaYe  of  this  light  has  not  been  shed ; 
that,  however  it  may  be  smothered  by  force  for  a 
time,  it  can  never  be  wholly  extinguished ;  that 
the  improvements  in  favor  of  the  rights  of  the 
people  already  niade  in  some  of  the  ancient  des- 
potisms, and  which  arc  acquiring  greater  stability 
every  day,  must  in  time,  and  ptThaps  very  soon, 
extend  to  others.  And  shall  we,  when  our  exam- 
ple has  already  done  so  much  for  the  benefit  of 
mankmd — for  it  is  from  it  that  all  these  ameliora- 
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tions  have  sprung— shall  we,  with  parricidal  hands, 
destroy  the  work  for  which  its  illustrious  founders 
have  received  the  thanks  and  gratitude  of  every 
friend  of  freedom  throughout  the  globe,  and  draw 
down  deservedly  upon  ourselves,  not  only  their 
contempt,  but  imprecations?  In  a  word,  shall  we 
destroy  that  Union  on  which  not  alone  depend 
our  own  existence,  as  a  free,  a  powerful,  or  a 
happy  people,  but  the  only  example  left  to  prove 
to  succeeding  generations  what  real  patriotism, 
firmness,  and  prudence,  might  realize  in  the  cause 
of  liberty  and  self-government?  I  hope,  I  pray 
not. 

Mr.  Ford,  of  New  York,  next  spoke  in  vindi- 
cation of  his  course  on  this  subject,  and  in  warm 
reply  to  Mr.  Ross's  remarks  casting  blame  on 
those  whose  course  had  been  the  same  as  that  of 
Mr.  Ford. 

Mr.  Clay  concluded  the  main  debate,  by  a  speech 
of  about  an  hour's  length,  in  which  he  alternately 
reaboned,  remonstrated,  and  entreated  with  the 
House  to  settle  forever  this  agitating  question,  by 
passing  the  resolution  before  it. 

Mr.  Foot  said,  he  felt  himself  called  upon,  by 
the  remarks  which  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  who  had  made  an  allusion  to  him,  as 
if  addressed  to  him  by  name,  with  a  direct  charge 
of  inconsistency,  to  rise  in  his  own  defence,  and  to 
repel  the  charge;  and  he  trusted  the  Commit- 
tee would  excuse  him  for  trespassing  on  their 
patience. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  F.,  I  would  inform  that  gentleman 
that  my  course,  during  the  whole  discussion  of  this 
subject,  during  the  last  as  well  as  the  present  ses- 
sion, has  been  regulated  by  one  uniform  principle, 
viz  :  a  sacred  regard  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  This  has  been  my  pole  star.  Be- 
lieving, as  I  did,  that  the  Constitution  did  not 
warrant  the  imposition  of  the  restriction,  I  voted 
against  it. 

With  the  same  regard  to  my  oath,  to  support 
that  Constitution,  I  voted  a^inst  the  resolution 
for  the  unconditional  admission  of  Missouri,  at  the 
present  session,  because  her  constitution  contains 
an  article  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  repugnant  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  does 
not  comply  with  the  conditions  proposed  by  the 
act  of  last  sessioiL 

And,  sir,  I  must  say,  I  can  never  vote  for  her 
admission  on  any  other  condition  than  that  Con- 
gress require  that  this  offensive  article  be  expunged. 
Self  respect,  and  a  due  regard  to  our  laws,  require 
it.  And  I  demand  of  that  gentleman  to  show  the 
inconsistency. 

Look  at  your  act  of  last  session  authorizing  the 
people  of  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
government,  and  for  her  admission  into  the  Union. 
What  condition  did  you  impose  ?  "  That  her 
constitution,  when  so  formed,  shall  be  republican, 
and  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States." 

What  does  the  amendment  propose?  That,  as 
a  condition  upon  which  she  is  admitted  into  the 
Union,  Congrej»5  now  require  that  she  comply  with 
the  condition  imposed  by  the  act  of  last  session. 


and  expunge  the  article  which  a  majority  of  this 
House  have  declared,  by  their  vote,  is  repugnant 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Do  you 
deprive  her  of  any  right?  No!  Does  Missouri 
claim  the  right  to  violate  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States?  If  she  claims  this  right,  I  shall 
never  vote  for  her  admission.  But,  sir,  she  makes 
no  such  claim.  I  believe  she  had  no  intention, 
by  the  insertion  of  that  clause,  to  infringe  the  Con- 
stitution, or  affect  the  rights  of  any  citizen  of  any 
State. 

In  common  with  all  our  brethren  of  the  South, 
as  has  been  declared  on  this  floor,  she  did  not  sup- 
pose that  people  of  color  were  considered  as  citi- 
zens in  any  State  of  this  Union ;  and  I  have  no 
doubt  she  will  cheerfully  amend  her  constitution, 
by  expunging  the  offensive  clause.  For  myself,  I 
am  perfectly  willing  to  trust  to  the  honor  and 
magnanimity  of  our  brethren  of  Missouri  to  amend 
their  constitution  in  the  manner  proposed  by  my 
amendment,  and  to  vote  for  the  resolution  witn 
this  proviso. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
resolution  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and 
decided  in  the  negative — yeas  82,  nays  88,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yea8 — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of 
Virginia,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Bayly, 
Blackledge,  Bloorafield,  Brevard,  Brown,  Bryan,  But- 
ler of  Louisiana,  Cannon,  Clark,  Clay,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Crawford,  Crowell,  Culbretb,  CuJpeper,  Cuthbert, 
Davidson,  Earle,  Eddy,  Floyd,  Ford,  Gray,  Guyon, 
Hackley,  HaJI  of  North  Carohna,  Hardin,  Hill,  Hooks, 
Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Ten- 
nessee, Kent,  Little,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLane  of 
Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Meigs,  Mercer,  Met- 
calf,  Montgomery,  T.  L.  Moore,  Neale,  Nekwa  of 
Virginia,  Newton,  Pinckney,  Rankin,  Reid,  Rhea, 
Ringgold,  Robertson,  Sawyer,  Shaw,  8itnkins,  Smith 
of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Vir- 
ginia, Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Stevens,  Storrs, 
Swearingen,  Tompkins,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker,  Warfield, 
Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Caro- 
lina. 


Nats — Messrs.    Adams,  Allen    of    Massachuaotts, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Baker,  Beecber,  Boden,  Brush, 
Buffum,  Burton,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell, 
Case,  Clagett,   Cook,  Crafts,  Cushman,    Dane,  Dar- 
lington,  Dennison,   Dewitt,    Dickinson,    Edwards  of 
Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of 
North  Carolina,  Eustis,  Fay,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest, 
Fuller,  Garnett,  Gorham,  Gross  of  New  York,  Groas 
of  Pennsylvania,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hemphill,  Hen- 
dricks, Herrick,  Hibsbman,  Hobart,  Hostetter,  Kendall, 
Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Livermore,  Maclay, 
McCullough,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Meech,  Monell,  R. 
Moore.  8.  Moore,    Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Nelson, 
of  Massacbnsetts,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Patterson, 
Phelps,   Philson,  Pitcher,    Plumer,   Randolph,    Rich, 
Richards,  Richmond,    Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sergeant, 
Silsbee,  Sloan,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of 
New  York,  Tarr,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Udree,  Upham, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Whitman,  and 
Wood. 

So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 
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Wednesday,  Februrary  4. 

Mr.  LivERMORE,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Ofl&ce  and  Post  Roads,  rtported  a  bill  in  ad- 
dition to  the  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Es- 
tablishment ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

[This  bill  contains  provisions,  to  reduce  the 
compensation  to  postmasters  to  three  per  cent,  on 
any  excess  of  receipt  of  postage  over  three  thousand 
six  hundred  dollars  per  quarter;  to  repeal  the 
extra  allowance  of  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum 
to  the  postmaster  at  Washington  City  ;  to  prohibit 
any  postmaster,  or  editor  or  printer  of  a  newspaper, 
from  contracting  for  the  transportation  of  the 
mail;  to  require  bonds  from  persons  stipulating 
for  the  carriage  of  newspapers  other  than  in  the 
mail,  that  they  shall  carry  all  papers  delivered  to 
them  and  on  equal  terms ;  to  compel  postmasters 
to  reside  in  the  city,  town,  village,  or  place  in  which 
their  offices  are  established,  and  to  limit  their  priv- 
ilege of  franking,  to  letters,  newspapers,  andpack- 
ets,  directed  to  and  from  their  respective  offices.) 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  appointed  Mr.  Barbour  a 
teller,  on  their  part,  agreeably  to  the  resolutions  of 
the  13th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  mode  of  exam- 
ining the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT  AND  VICE  PRE- 
SIDENT. 

Mr.  Clay,  from  the  joint  committee,  to  whom 
the  subject  had  been  referred,  reported  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  two  Houses  shall  assemble  in 
the  Chamber  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  on 
Wednesday,  the  14th  February,  1821,  and  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  seated  on  the  right  of  the  Speaker 
of  the  House,  shall  be  the  presiding  officer  of  the 
Senate,  and  the  Speaker  sball  be  the  presiding  officer 
of  the  House  ;  that  tvro  persons  be  appointed  tellers  on 
the  part  of  the  House,  to  make  a  list  of  the  votes  as 
they  shall  be  declared ;  that  the  result  shall  be  deliver- 
ed to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  who  shall  announce 
the  state  of  the  vote,  and  the  p>er8ons  elected,  to  the 
two  Houses  assembled  as  aforesaid,  which  shall  be 
deemed  a  declaration  of  the  persons  elected  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and,  together 
with  a  list  of  the  votes,  be  entered  on  the  Journals  of 
the  two  Houses. 

Resolved,  That,  if  any  objection  be  made  to  the 
votes  of  Missouri,  and  the  counting  or  omitting  to 
count  which  shall  not  essentially  change  the  result  of 
the  election  ;  in  that  case  they  shall  be  reported  by  the 
President  of  the  Senate  in  the  following  manner  : 
Were  the  votes  of  Missouri  to  be  counted,  the  result 
would  be,  for  A.  B.  for  President  of  the  United  States, 

votes;  if  not  counted,   for  A.  B.  as  President  of 

the  United  States, votes  ;  but  in  either  event  A.  B. 

ui  elected  President  of  the  United  States  ;  and  in  the 
same  manner  for  Vice  President. 

Mr.  Clay  offered  some  remarks  explanatory  of 
the  considerations  which  governed  the  committee 
in  recommending  the  resolutions  which  had  been 
reported.  As  convenience  rendered  it  necessary 
for  the  Senate  to  meet  this  House  here,  in  its  own 
Hall,  it  was  due  to  that  body,  by  courtesy  and 


propriety,  that  the  President  should  be  invited  to 
preside,  he  being  the  officer  designated  by  the 
Constitution  to  perform  a  certain  duty  appertain- 
ing to  the  occasion  which  called  the  two  Houses 
together.  As  to  the  second  resolution,  the  slate 
of  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  President  was 
well  known,  though  unofficially,  and,  as  the  votes 
of  Misssouri  could  not  affect  the  result,  it  was 
considered  by  the  committee,  to  obviate  the  un- 
pleasant difficulty  which  would  otherwise  arise 
in  the  joint  meeting,  better  to  provide  for  the  case 
in  the  manner  proposed.  This  course  was  deem- 
ed by  the  committee  the  most  expedient,  under 
all  the  circumstances,  and  he  hoped  the  House 
would  adopt  it,  the  more  especially  as  the  Senate 
had  already  concurred  in  it. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  first  resolution, 
and  agreed  to  without  a  division,  though  several 
nays  were  heard. 

The  question  being  stated  on  the  second  reso- 
lution— 

Mr.  Randolph  said  he  could  not  consent  to  this 
special  verdict,  as  it  had  been  called,  in  the  case 
of  Missouri.  He  could  not  recognise  in  this  House 
or  the  other  House,  singly,  or  conjointly,  the  power 
to  decide  on  the  votes  of  any  State,  Suppose,  he 
said,  you  strike  out  Missouri  and  insert  South 
Carolina,  which  also  has  a  provision  in  its  consti- 
tution repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  ;  or  Virginia,  or  Massachusetts,  which 
had  a  test,  he  believed,  in  its  constitution  ;  was 
there  any  less  power  to  decide  on  their  votes,  than 
on  those  of  Missouri  ?  He  maintained  that  the 
Electoral  College  was  as  independent  of  Congress, 
as  Congress  of  them  ;  and  we  have  no  right,  said 
he,  to  judge  of  their  proceedings.  Mr.  R.  said,  he 
would  rather  see  an  interregnum,  or  see  no  votes 
counted  at  all,  than  to  see  a  principle  adopted 
which  went  to  the  very  foundation  on  which  the 
Presidental  office  rested.  Suppose  a  case,  in  which 
some  gentleman  of  one  House  or  the  other  should 
choose  to  turn  up  his  nose  at  the  vote  of  some 
State,  and  say  that  if  it  be  so  and  so,  such  a  per- 
son is  elected  ;  and  if  so  and  so,  what-you-call-em 
is  elected — did  not  everybody  see  the  absurdity 
of  such  a  proposition  ?  Mr.  R.  added  other  re- 
marks illustrative  of  his  opinion  of  the  course 
proposed  by  the  resolution---deeming  it  not  only 
erroneous,  but  erroneous  in  a  matter  of  vital  im- 
portance— in  the  ascertainment  of  the  person 
who  had  been  elected  by  the  people  Chief  Magis- 
trate of  this  nation — the  most  important  officer 
under  the  Constitution — the  monarch — for,  who- 
ever, in  any  country,  commands  the  army  and 
navy,  and  collects  and  distributes  the  revenue,  is 
a  king,  call  him  what  you  will.  The  time  of  this 
House  was  precious,  and  he  would  not  consume 
it,  by  saying  all  he  thought  and  felt  on  the  subject. 
Mr.  Trimble  was  far  from  desiring  to  consume 
the  time  of  the  House,  or  to  embarrass  the  House, 
but  he  could  not  give  his  consent  to  this  resolii- 
tion.  If  any  thing  was  due  to  State  rights,  this 
resolution  ought  not  to  be  adopted ;  as  it  would, 
however  immaterial  in  the  present  case,  be  cited 
hereafter  as  a  precedent ;  and  precedents  were  be- 
coming important  things  in  the  public  transac- 
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tions.  The  House  might  set  an  example  by  this 
vote,  as  ruinous  in  its  consequences,  as  auy  decision 
which  could  be  made.  It  was  about  to  declare, 
not  what  was  the  true  vote  for  President  of  the 
United  States,  but  to  state  it  hypothetically.  Mr. 
T.  argued  at  some  length  against  such  a  course. 
Suppose  some  member  in  joint  meeting  should 
ask  the  President  of  the  Senate  how  many  votes 
were  given — he  must  answer  in  the  words  of  the 
resolution,  and  therefore  would  not  state  the  fact, 
according  to  the  law.  It  was  the  dutv  of  the 
two  Houses  to  enunciate  the  true  slate  ot  the  vote 
for  President  and  Vice  President,  and  the  proposed 
annunciation  would  not  be  the  fact.  He  concluded 
by  saying  that  he  would  rather  that  the  votes  of 
Missouri  were  left  out  altogether,  than  adopt  the 
course  proposefl. 

Mr.  RA.NnoLPH  observed  that  the  gentleman 
was  under  some  mistake  on  one  point.  The  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  provides,  not  that 
the  peri|§p  having  a  majority  of  votes  should  be 
President,  but  a  inajoritv  of  the  votes  of  the  Elec- 
tors appointed.  Now,  he  desired  to  know  whe- 
ther the  Electors  of  Missouri  were  appointed  or 
not. 

Mr.  FLOvn  said  he  was  aware  that  the  question 
to  agree  to  the  resolution  was  tantamount  to  a 
motion  to  reject,  but  he  would  prefer  the  latter 
shape  for  the  question,  to  show  more  strongly  his 
opinion  of  it — it  would  suit  his  feelings  towards  it 
better.  We  have  been  going  on  for  several  years, 
said  he,  accumulating  power  until  scarcely  any  is 
left  but  in  Congress.  If  they  had  any  power  over 
the  votes  of  Missouri  at  all,  he  said,  it  was  when 
her  votes  were  first  received  ;  but  no  such  power 
existed.  The  votes  of  Indiana,  at  the  last  elrciion 
for  President,  were  counted  when  precisely  in  the 
same  situation  as  those  of  Missouri  now.  he  pro- 
tested ao;ainst  this  assumption  of  authority  on  the 
part  of  Congress,  and  wished  to  show  his  disappro- 
bation of  the  resolution  in  the  strongest  manner. 

Mr.  Clay  said  the  Constitution  required  of  the 
two  Houses  to  assemble  and  perform  the  highest 
duty  that  could  devolve  on  a  public  body — to  as- 
certain who  had  been  elected  oy  the  people  to  ad- 
minister their  national  concerns.  In  a  case  of 
votes  coming  forward  which  could  not  be  counted, 
the  Constitution  was  silent;  but,  fortunately,  the 
end  in  that  case  carried  with  it  the  means.  The 
two  Houses  were  called  on  to  enumerate  the  votes 
for  President  and  Vice  President;  of  course  they 
were  called  on  to  decide  what  are  votes.  It  being 
obvious  that  a  difficulty  would  arise  in  the  joint 
meeting,  concerning  the  votes  of  Missouri,  some 
gentlemen  thinking  they  ought  to  be  counted, 
and  others  dissenting  from  that  opinion,  the  com- 
mittee thought  it  best  to  prevent  all  difficulty  by 
waiving  the  question  in  the  manner  proposed, 
knowing  that  it  could  not  affect  the  result  of  the 
election.  As  to  the  condition  of  Missouri,  he  him- 
self thought  her  a  State,  with  a  perfect  moral 
right  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  but  kept  out 
for  the  want  of  a  ceremonious  act  which  was 
deemed  by  others  necessary  to  entitle  her  to  ad- 
mission. Though,  in  his  opinion,  a  State  in  fact, 
yet  not  being  so  in  form,  her  votes  could  not  be 


counted  according  to  form.  He  was  aware  that 
the  question  of  her  admission  might  come  up  and 
be  decided  in  this  very  shape;  for  if  Congress  al- 
lowed her  to  vote  for  President  and  Vice  President, 
and  counted  her  votes,  it  would  be  a  full  admission 
of  the  State  into  the  Union ;  but  the  committee 
thought,  as  there  were  other  and  more  usual  modes 
of  admitting  the  State  into  the  Union,  it  was  bet- 
ter not  to  bring  up  the  question  in  the  discharge  of 
this  solemn  and  indispensable  duty,  but  to  allow 
that  ceremony  to  proceed,  if  po.ssible,  without  diffi- 
culty or  embarrassment. 

Mr.  Rhea  said  the  Constitution  had  in  it  neither 
waiving  or  elasticity,  and  it  would  not  bend  to  cir- 
cumstances of  expediency.  The  Constitution  had 
declared  the  duty  of  Congress  in  ascertaining  the 
votes  for  President — it  was  not  competent  for  them 
to  mend  the  Constitution,  nor  to  decide  such  a 
question  as  this  proposed,  and  he  was  opposed  to 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  Trimble  said  the  very  reason  urged  for  this 
resolution,  was  that  which  constrained  him  to  op- 
pose it ;  and  proceeded  further  to  argue  that  it  would 
be  better  to  exclude  the  votes  entirely  than  set  such 
an  example. 

Mr.  CuLBRETH  said  he  could  hardly  say  whether 
he  was  most  gratified  at  being  relieved,  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ranoolph,)  from 
being  the  first  to  make  objection  to  the  proposed 
resolution,  or  grieved  that  be  could  not  have  the 
support  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  with 
whom  it  had  given  him  great  pleasure  usually  to 
act.     The  people  of  Missouri  were,  by  the  act  of 
the  last  session  of  Congress  authorized  to  form  a 
constitution  and  State  government ;  and,  in  the 
first  article  of  that  constitution,  it  is  declared  that 
the  said  State,  when  formed,  "shall  be  admitted 
into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States,  in  all  respects  whatever."     Believ- 
ing that  the  people  of  Missouri,  having  formed  a 
constitution  and  State  government,  in  compliance 
with  the  act  of  last  session,  in  all  its  provisions 
and  conditions,  and  considering  that  she  is,  in  fact, 
a  State,  and  of  right,  if  not  in  fact,  (and  he  in- 
clined to  believe  she  was  in  fact,)  a  member  of  the 
Union,  and  that  she  is  kept  out  of  the  enjoyment 
of  her  rights  by  a  sheer  act  of  power — he  spoke 
this  in  reference  to  the  act,  and  not  to  the  actors—^ 
that  simple  justice  required  her  admission  to  the 
enjoyment  of  her  rights.    Mr.  C.  said  he  found,  on 
examination  of  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  that 
all  officers,  civil  and  military,  are  required,  before 
entering  upon  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices, 
to  take  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  as  well  as  of  that  State.     It  is  de- 
clared (I  use  the  word  declared  emphatically)  by 
the  constitution^  the  said  State  to  be  the  duly  of 
the  General  Assembly,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  pass 
such  laws  as  may  be  necessary  "  to  prevent  free 
negroes  and  mulattoes  from  coming  lo  and  settling 
in   said   State,   under  any  pretext  whatsoever." 
This  last  clause  is  supposed  by  some  to  be  repug- 
nant to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.     It 
is  believed  that  a  fair  construction  of  the  clause 
referred   to,  taken  in  connexion  with   the   oath 
which  the  individual  members  of  the  Greneral  As- 
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sembly  are  required  to  take,  does  not  warrant  such 
a  conclusion.     In  the  spirit  of  candor,  I  ask  gen-  i 
tlemen,  said  Mr.  C,  who  entertain  this  opinion, 
what  is  the  actual  duty  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Missouri,  resulting  from  the  oath  which  they 
are  required  to  take  and  the  declaratory  clause  \ 
above  referred  to  ?    I  appeal  to  them  as  statesmen, ; 
as  politicians,  as  common  lawyers,  nay,  as  gentle-  i 
men  of  common  sense,  whether  a  fair  and  liberal , 
construction — whether  the  obvious  and  only  fair  ; 
construction  that  can  be  given  to  the  clause  ob-  [ 
jected  to,  will  not  reconcile  it  with  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United   States?     Will  it  not  be  the 
duty  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Missouri,  acting 
under  their  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  to  pass  no  law  which  shall  violate 
that  oath  or  be  repugnant  to  that  Constitution  ? 
To  use  the  language  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
(Mr.  Ross,)  on  yesterday,  can  it  be  believed  that 
they  will  commit  perjury  by  the  passage  of  such 
a  law  ?    [Here  the  Speaker  reminded  Mr.  C.  that 
the  hour  for  counting  the  votes  had  arrived,  and  in- 
timated the  propriety  of  his  remarks  being  brought 
to  a  conclusion.]     Mr.  C.  respectfully  answered 
that  he  knew  of  no  hour  appointed  for  any  pur- 
pose in  relation  to  the  business  of  the  House ;  that, 
under  the  suggestion  of  the  honorable  Speaker, 
as  well  as  from  a  sense  of  propriety,  he  should 
bring  his  remarks  to  a  conclusion  as  speedily  as 
possible,  consistent  with  a  distinct  expression  of 
nis  views  upon  the  subject  before  the  House.     It 
seems  to  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  C,  that  if  gen- 
tlemen could  divest  themselves  of  all  prejudices — 
if  they  were  not  insensibly  influenced  by  feelings 
and  considerations  not  necessarily  excited  by  the 
provision  in  question,  that  they  would  have  no 
difficulty  in  reconciling  the  seeming  conflict  be- 
tween the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and 
the  so  often  referred  to  clause  in  the  constitution  of 
Missouri.     The  Greneral  Assembly  of  Missouri 
will  undoubtedly  feel  themselves  bound  to  perform 
the  duty  enjoined  upon  them  by  the  constitution 
of  that  State,  limited  by  the  paramount  authority 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  conform- 
ably to  the  oath  which  they  are  required  to  take. 
If  they  were  to  attempt  to  extend  the  provisions 
of  any  law  beyond  this  limit  their  act  would  be, 
so  far,  not  only  void,  but,  if  knowingly  committed, 
the  members  would  be  guilty  of  perjury.     I  have 
no  more  to  add.         *^ 

Mr.  Tracy  was  compelled,  he  said,  to  vote 
against  the  resolution,  but  for  reasons  very  difier- 
ent  from  those  of  Mr.  Culbreth.  He  was  op- 
posed to  the  resolution  because  Missouri  was  neither 
a  State  in  the  Union  nor  one  out  of  the  Union ; 
but  was  in  fact  a  Territory.  He  could  not,  there- 
fore, consent  that  her  votes  should  be  counted  at 
all — considering  them  entirely  foreign  to  the  elec- 
tion of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  would  merely  observe,  that 
the  difficulty  is  before  us ;  that  we  must  decide  it 
when  the  two  Houses  meet,  or  avoid  it  by  some 
previous  arrangement.  The  Committee  being 
morally  certain  that  the  question  would  arise  on 
the  votes,  in  joint  meeting,  thought  it  best,  as  he 


had  before  stated,  to  give  it  the  go-by  in  this  way. 
Suppose  this  resolution  not  adopted,  the  President 
of  the  Senate  will  proceed  to  open  and  count  the 
votes ;  and  would  the  House  allow  that  officer, 
singly  and  alone,  thus,  virtually,  to  decide  the 
question  of  the  legality  of  the  votes  ?  If  not,  how 
then  were  they  to  proceed  ?  Was  it  to  be  settled 
by  the  decision  of  the  two  Houses  conjointly,  or 
of  the  two  Houses  separately  1  One  House  would 
say  the  votes  ought  to  be  counted,  the  other  that 
they  ought  not ;  and  then  the  votes  would  be  lost 
altogether.  Would  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
prefer  that  it  be  decided  in  the  ioint  meeting  ?  In 
that  case  he  would  find  himself  in  a  much  leaner 
majority  than  on  the  question  yesterday.  In  fact, 
Mr.  C.  said  there  was  no  mode  pointed  out  in  the 
Constitution  of  settling  litigated  questions  arising 
in  the  discharge  of  this  duty  ;  it  was  a  cams  omis- 
sus; and  he  thought  it  would  be  proper,  either  bv 
some  act  of  derivative  legislation,  or  oy  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution  itself,  to  supply  the  de- 
fect. 

Mr.  Livermore  made  a  few  remarks  in  favor 
of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Rhea  made  a  few  remarks  in  opposition  to 
the  resolution.  The  ground  he  took  was  this : 
that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  this  House,  or  of 
both  Houses,  by  resolution,  to  remedy  a  defect  in 
the  Constitution. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution  was 
then  decided  in  the  a&rmative — yeas  90,  nays  67, 
as  follows : 

Yeas — Meflsrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  MawB- 
chusetts,  Allen  of  New  York,  Anderaon,  Archer,  of 
Maryland,  Baker,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Campbell,  Can- 
non, Clagett,  Clark.  Clay,  Cook,  Cushinan,  Dane, 
Darlington,  Davidson,  Dcnniaon,  Dickinson,  Eddy, 
Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Eustia,  Fay,  Folger,  Foot, 
Ford,  Fuller,  Gorham,  Groea  of  New  Yort,  Grosa  of 
Pennsylvania,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hemp- 
hdl,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hill,  Hobart,  Hostetter,  Ken- 
dall, Kent,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Little,  Lrver- 
more,  Maclay,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McCallough,  Mc- 
Lean of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Meech,  Meiga, 
Monell,  Montgomery,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  T.  L. 
Moore,  Motteiey,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Maaaa- 
cbunetu.  Packer  of  Maasacbaietta,  Patterson,  Pbilaon, 
Pitther,  Plomer,  Rogers,  Ruaa,  Sawyer,  Sergeant, 
Silsbee,  Sloan,  Stevens,  Storra,  Street,  Strong  of  Var- 
mont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tomlinaon,  Udre«,  Up- 
ham.  Van  Rensselaer,  Walker,  Wallace,  Wendover, 
Whitman,  and  Wood— »0. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adama,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer 
of  Virginia,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Black- 
ledge,  liluomSeld,  Boden,  Brevard,  Brown,  Brush, 
Bryan,  Bufium,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Case,  Cobb, 
Cocke,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Crowcll,  Culbreth,  Culpep- 
er,  Culbbert,  Earle,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ed- 
wurds  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Forrest,  Gray,  Hall 
of  North  Carolina.  Hookit,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia, 
Jones  of  Tenni'taee,  Lincoln,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Morton, 
Nelson  of  Viiginia,  Newton,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinck- 
ney,  Randolph,  Reid,  Rhea,  Richards,  Richmond,  Ring- 
gold, Robertson,  Ross,  Shaw,  Simkins,  Smith  of  New 
Jersey,  Smiih  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia, 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,   Tucker  of  South  Ca- 
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rolina,  Tyler,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of 
North  Carolina.— 67. 
So  the  second  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  it  was  then  ordered, 
that  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate,  informing 
that  body,  that  this  House,  on  its  part,  concurs  in 
the  report  of  the  joint  committee,  and  is  now  pre- 
pared to  proceed,  with  the  Senate,  in  the  perfor- 
mance of  its  Constitutional  duty. 

[Messrs.  Clay,  Sergeant,  and  Van  Renscje- 
LAER,  were  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  to  act  with  the  committee  of 
the  Senate,  in  considering  the  proper  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding in  regard  to  counting  out  the  Electoral 
votes.] 

Mr.  EowARDs,  of  North  Carolina,  gave  notice 
he  should,  on  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock,  offer 
for  the  consideration  of  the  House  a  resolution  de- 
claring the  admission  of  the  State  of  Missouri  into 
the  Union,  containing  in  all  respects  the  same  pro- 
visions as  were  contained  in  the  resolution  from 
the  Senate,  which  was  rejected  in  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  and  by  general  consent, 
it  was  determined  that  the  members  of  this  House 
should  receive  the  Senate,  on  their  entrance  into 
the  House,  standing  and  uncovered.  In  the  same, 
manner  it  was  determined  that  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  the  seats  on  the  right  hand  of  the  Chair, 
should  be  set  apart  for  the  Senators. 

Mr.  Clay  moved  that  a  committee  of  two  mem- 
bers be  appointed  to  receive  the  Senate,  and  con- 
duct the  President  of  the  Senate  to  the  chair,  and 
the  members  to  the  seats  assigned  to  them. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  declared  his  opposition 
to  this  course.  It  had  been  usual  for  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  to  receive  the  President  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  invite  him  to  a  seat  beside  him  ;  and  he 
saw  no  reason,  at  this  time,  for  the  proposed  inno- 
vation. 

Mr.  Clay  said  it  was  true  it  never  had  been  done 
before ;  but,  having,  whilst  he  had  the  honor  to 
preside  over  this  House,  witnessed  the  embarrass- 
ments occasioned  by  the  want  of  such  a  regulation, 
he  now  thought  it  would  be  proper  to  adopt  it. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Clay  was  then  agreed  to 
without  a  division,  though  not  without  negative 
votes. 

Mr.  Nelson  remarked,  in  an  under  tone,  that 
he  wished  he  bad  required  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
it. 

Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Hill,  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee accordingly. 

Soon  after,  the  Senate  came  into  the  Hall,  pre- 
ceded by  its  President,  and  attended  by  its  Secre- 
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tary  and  Sergcant-at-Arms ;  and  the  President 
was  conducted  to  the  Speaker's  chair,  the  Speaker 
occupying  a  chair  at  his  left  hand. 

The  Presioent  of  the  Senate  then  delivered 
the  votes  of  the  States,  in  the  following  order,  to 
the  committee  for  counting  the  votes,  (Mr.  Bar- 
bour of  the  Senate,  andAlessrs.  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, and  Sergeant  of  this  House) — and  the  offi- 
cial authentications,  dtc,  were  each  of  them  twice 
read  in  an  audible  tone,  and  the  votes  recorded  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  as  follows : 

16th  Con.  2d  Sesb 37 


The  scattering  votes  were  as  follows:  For  Pre- 
sident, in  New  Hampshire,  there  was  for  John 
Q.uincy  Adams,  one  vote.  For  Vice  President, 
there  was,  in  New  Hampshire,  for  Richard  Rush, 
one  vote;  in  Massachusetts,  for  Richard  Stockton, 
eight  votes;  in  Delaware,  for  Daniel  Rodney,  four 
votes;  in  Maryland,  for  Robert  Goodloe  Harper, 
one  vote. 

The  process  of  this  ceremony  was  very  tedious, 
from  the  length  of  the  verifications,  proclamations, 
dec,  and  the  House  did  not  arrive  at  this  stage  of 
it  till  after  four  o'clock. 

When  the  votes  of  the  Electors  for  Missouri 
were  announced,  by  the  President  of  the  Senate, 
and  handed  to  the  tellers — 

Mr.  Livermore,  of  New  Hampshire,  rose,  and 
said :  Mr.  President  and  Mr.  Speaker,  I  object  to 
receiving  any  votes  for  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent from  Missouri,  because  Missourils  not  a  State 
of  this  Union. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  a  member  of  the 
Senate,  that  the  Senate  do  now  withdraw  to  its 
Chamber ;  and,  the  question  having  been  put,  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative ;  and  the  Senate  retired. 

The  House  being  called  to  order — 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  then  rose  and  submit- 
ted the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  Missouri  is  one  of  the  Statea  of 
this    Union,  and  her   votes  for    President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United   States  oaght  to  be  received 
and  counted. 

Mr.  F.  said,  he  believed,  that  gentlemen  must 
now  begin  to  see  the  precipice  to  which  the  deci- 
sions 01  this  House  in  respect  to  Missouri  had 
brought  them.  He  was,  as  every  member  must 
be,  tired  of  the  debate  on  this  subject;  but  he 
thought  that  no  one  could  discharge  his  duty  as 
he  ought  without  investigating  the  merits  of  the 
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question  which  he  had  now  proposed.    He  thought 
It  proper,  also,  that  the  yeas  and  nays  should  be 
recorded  on  every  question  connected  with  this 
subject.     That  the  votes  of  States,  whose  admis- 
sion into  the  Union  had  not  been  declared  previous 
to  the  votes  being  given  in,  had  heretofore  been 
received  for  President  and  Vice  President,  he  be- 
lieved the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  would 
not  deny.     If  such  a  course  had  been  right  hereto- 
fore, he  did  not  see  why  an  objection  should  now 
be  made.     If  innovations  on   established   usage 
were  to  be  justified  by  their  novelty,  then  indeed 
all  disquisitions  on  the  subject  were  vain.     But 
the  time  was,  when  members  from  new  States 
were  admitted  to  their  seats  in  this  House,  with- 
out the  previous  passage  of  a  declaratory  resolu- 
tion.    That  there  was  a  law  on  the  statute  book 
that  any  Territory  having  a  population  of  sixty 
thousand   souls   might   form  a  constitution  and 
State  government  and  be  admitted  into  the  Union, 
no  one  would  deny.     Whenever  we  turn  our  eyes, 
said  Mr.  F.,  and  observe  the  progress  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, until  the  present  time,  the  States  have 
been  admitted  upon  this  principle,  until  in  the 
present  case  ;  and  in  this  case,  at  the  last  session, 
a  compromise,  as  it  was  thought  and  called,  was 
entered  into.    Mr.  F.  hesitated  to  express  in  terms 
all  he  thought  on  this  subiect ;  but  he  would  say, 
if  he  had  voted  for  that  law  at  the  last  session  ; 
and  opposed  now  those  principles  which  would 
naturally  grow  out  of  it,  he  should  have  said  to 
himself,  when  he  had  done  so,  that  he  had  done 
in  his  life  one  act  which  he  thought  dishonorable. 
Let  us  now,  said  he,  have  the  question  fairly  at 
issue.    Let  us  know  whether  Missouri  be  a  State 
in  the  Union  or  not.     If  not,  let  us  send  her  an 
Ambassador,  and  treat  for  her  admission  into  the 
Union.     Sir,  we  cannot  take  another  step,  with- 
out hurling  this  Government  into  the  gulf  of  de- 
struction.    For  one,  I  say,  I  have  gone  as  far  as  I 
can  go  in  the  way  of  compromise — and  if  there  is 
to  be  a  compromise  beyond  that  point,  it  must  be 
at  the  edge  of  the  sword. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Maryland  said,  that  entertain- 
ing the  same  sentiments  as  the  gentleman  from 
"Virginia  with  respect  to  the  refusal  to  admit  Mis- 
souri into  the  Union,  he  yet  felt  himself  bound  to 
move,  as  he  now  did,  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  this  resolution  indefinitely.  He  was 
opposed  to  this  House  undertaking  to  proceed  in 
any  manner  as  to  the  legality  of  the  Electoral 
votes.  He  could  recognise  no  power  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  on  this  subject  separate  from 
the  Senate.  The  expressions  in  the  Constitution, 
in  regard  to  the  counting  of  the  votes  of  Electors, 
Ac,  ne  considered  as  imperative.  All  questions 
arising  out  of  it,  according  to  his  construction, 
must  be  settled  in  joint  meeting  of  the  two  Houses. 
He  could  not  agree  that  this  House  had  a  right  to 
determine  whether  any  vote  should  be  received 
or  rejected.  What  are  the  words  of  the  Consti- 
tution? "The  President  of  the  Senate  shall,  in 
'  the  presence  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
'  sentalives,  open  all  the  certificates,  and  the  votes 
*  shall  then  be  counted."  Does  it  not  follow, 
asked  Mr.  R.,  that  the  votes  must  be  counted  in 


the  presence  of  the  two  Houses  ?  For  what  pur- 
pose do  they  assemble  together,  unless  it  be  to 
determine  on  the  legality  of  the  votes  ?  If  not  for 
this  purpose,  the  joint  meeting  is  for  form  and 
show,  and  nothing  else.  We  must,  in  my  appre- 
hension, determine  the  question  in  joint  meeting, 
and  in  no  other  way.  Entertaining  this  opinion, 
he  said,  he  should  vote  for  the  indehnite  postpone- 
ment of  any  proposition,  the  object  of  which  is 
to  determine,  in  this  House,  the  legality  or  illegal- 
ity of  any  Electoral  vote.  At  the  last  election  of 
President,  an  objection  was  made,  by  the  gentle- 
man who  now  presides,  to  receiving  the  votes  of 
Indiana,  because  they  were  given  in  before  the 
passage  of  the  act  declaring  her  admission  into 
the  Union.  On  that  occasion,  as  now^  the  Sen- 
ate retired.  I  thought  then,  as  now,  said  Mr.  A., 
that  they  had  no  right  to  retire  until  the  question 
was  settled.  On  that  occasion,  the  House  deter- 
mined to  postpone  indefinitely  the  objection.  The 
motives  which  induced  that  determination  were 
doubtless  various ;  it  was  ray  opinion,  then,  that 
it  was  improper  to  entertain  the  objection  in  the 
House,  and  I  think  the  same  of  the  present  pro- 
position. 

►  Mr.  Randolph  said,  it  was  not  without  reluc- 
tance that  he  offered  himself  to  the  attention  of 
the  House  at  this  time;  but  he  submitted  to  the 
very  worthy  gentleman  from  Maryland  who  had 

iust  taken  his  seat,  whether  the  object  which  he 
lad  in  view  could,  according  to  his  own  views  of 
propriety,  be  effectuated  by  thecoursewhich  he  had 
recommended  to  this  House.  It  was  no  part  of 
his  nature,  Mr.  R.  said,  nor  of  his  purpose,  to  in- 
flate to  a  greater  magnitude  this  exaggerated  ques- 
tion of  the  admission  of  Missouri  inio  the  Union. 
But  the  question  had  now  assumed  that  aspect 
which,  had  it  depended  on  him,  it  should  have 
taken  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  session.  It  was, 
he  said,  not  only  congenial  with  the  principles 
and  practices  of  our  free  Government,  but  unless 
he  was  deceived  with  the  practice  of  that  country 
from  which  we  had  adopted,  and  wisely  adopted, 
our  manly  institutions,  that  on  any  occasion  when 
any  person  presents  himself  to  a  representative 
body  with  credentials  of  title  to  a  scat,  he  shall 
take  his  seat,  and  perform  the  functions  of  a  mem- 
ber, until  a  prior  and  a  better  claim  shall  not  only 
be  preferred,  but  established.  It  was  seen  that, 
but  the  day  before  yesterday,  the  Committee  of 
Elections  of  this  House  came  forward  with  a  re- 
port, stating  that  the  qualifications  and  returns  of 
certain  members  were  perfect  who  have  been  act- 
ing and  legislating,  and  on  whose  votes  the  laws 
of  the  land  have  depended  for  the  last  three  or 
four  months.  Just  so  it  ought  to  have  been  with 
regard  to  the  Representative  from  the  State  of 
Missouri.  She  had  now,  said  Mr.  R.,  presented 
herself,  for  the  first  time,  in  a  visible  and  tangible 
shape.  She  comes  into  this  House,  not  in  forma 
pauperis,  but  claiming  to  be  one  of  the  co-sover- 
eignties of  this  confederated  Government,  and 
presents  to  you  her  vote,  by  receiving  or  rejecting 
which  the  election  of  your  Chief  Magistrate  will 
be  lawful  or  unlawful.  He  did  not  mean  by  the 
I  vote  of  Missouri,  but  by  the  votes  of  all  the  States. 
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Now  comes  the  question,  whether  we  will  not 
merely  repel  her,  but  repel  her  with  scorn  and 
contumelv.     Cut  bono  ?    And,  he  might  add,  quo 
warratUo  f    He  should  like  to  hear,  he  said,  from 
the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Liver- 
more,)  where  this  House  gets  its  authority — he 
should  like  to  hear  some  of  the  learned,  or  un- 
learned, sages  of  the  law,  with  which  this  House, 
as  well  as  all  our  legislative  bodies,  abounds,  show 
their  authority  for  refusing  to  receive  the  votes 
from  Missouri.    Mr.  R.  said,  he  went  back  to  the 
first  principles.     The  Electoral  Colleges,  he  said, 
are  as  independent  of  this  House,  as  this  House  is 
of  them.     They  had  as  good  a  right  to  pronounce 
on  their  qualifications,  as  this  House  has  of  those 
of  its  members.     Your  office,  said,  he,  in  regard 
to  the  electoral  votes,  is  merely  ministerial.     It  is 
to  count  the  votes,  and  you  undertake  to  reject 
rotes.     To  what  will  this  lead?    Do  you  ever 
expect  to  see  the  time  when  there  shall  "be  in  the 
Presidential  chair  a  creature  so  poor,  so  imbecile, 
not  only  not  worthy  of  being  at  the  head  of  the 
nation,  but  not  worthy  of  being  at  the  head  of  a 
petty  corporation — do  you  ever  expect  to  see  in 
that  office  an  animal  so  poor,  as  not  to  have  in 
this  House  retainers  enough  to  enable  him  to  re- 
ject the  vote  of  any  State  which,  being  counted, 
might  prevent  his  continuance,  and  their  contin- 
uance, and  that  of  their  friends,  in  office?    He 
spoke  not  of  the  present  incumbent — he  was  not 
so  wanting  in  common  decency  and  decorum  as 
to  do  so — he  spoke  in  reference  not  only  to  what 
is  past,  but  to  that  which  is  prospective,  and  which  , 
every  man,  who  looks  the  least  into  futurity,  must 
know  will  happen,  and,  in  all  probability,  will 
very  shortly  happen.     He  undertook  to  say  that  if 
this  House  should,  by  a  vote  of  indefinite  post- 
ponement— for  the  form  was  immaterial — or  in 
any  other  way,  and  it  would  be  observed,  for  the 
first  instance  in  the  person  of  Missouri,  of  this 
much  injured,  long   insulted  and  trampled-upon 
member  of  this  confederacy,  was  this  example  to 
be  set — if,  said  he,  you  do,  for  the  first  time,  now 
receive  the  votes  of  a  State,  it  will  be  created  into 
a  precedent,  and  that  in  the  life-time  of  some  of 
those  who  now  hear  me,  for  the  manufacture  of 
Presidents  by  this  House.     The  wisest  men  may 
make  constitutions,  on  paper,  as  they  please. 

What,  Mr.  R.  asked,  was  the  theory  of  this 
Constitution?     It  is.  that  this  House,  except  upon 


a  certain  contingency,  has  nothing  at  all  to  do 
with  the  appointment  of  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  and  when  it  does  act, 
must  act  by  States,  and  by  States  only  can  it  act 
OB  this  subject,  unless  it  transcend  the  limits  of 
the  Constitution.  What,  he  asked,  was  to  be  the 
practice  of  the  Constitution,  as  now  proposed  ? 
That  an  informal  meeting  of  this  and  the  other 
House  is  to  usurp  the  initiative,  the  nominative 
power,  with  regard  to  the  two  first  officers  of  the 
Grovernment ;  that  they  are  to  wrest  from  the 
people  of  the  United  States  their  indefeasible  right 
of  telling  us  whom  they  wish  to  exercise  the 
functions  of  the  Government,  in  despite  and  con- 
tempt of  their  decision.  Is  there  to  be  no  limit 
to  the  power  of  Congress — no  mound  or  barrier 


to  stay  their  usurpation  ?  Why  were  the  electo- 
ral bodies  established?  The  Constitution  has 
wisely  provided  that  they  shall  assemble,  each  by 
itself,  and  not  in  one  great  assembly.  By  this 
means,  assuredly,  that  system  of  intrigue  which 
was  matured  into  a  science,  or  rather  into  an  art 
here,  was  guarded  against.  But,  Mr.  R.  ventured 
to  say,  that  the  electoral  collie  of  this  much-de- 
spised Missouri,  acting  conformably  to  law,  and 
to  the  genius  and  nature  of  our  institutions,  if  it 
were  composed  of  but  one  man,  was  as  indepen- 
dent of  this  House  as  this  House  was  of  it.  If, 
however,  said  he,  per  fas  aut  nefas,  the  point  is  to 
be  carried ;  if  the  tocsin  is  to  be  sounded  ;  if  the 
troops  are  to  be  rallied,  and  Missouri  is  to  be  eat- 
pelled  with  scorn  from  our  august  presence — how 

august,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  leave  it  for  you  to  decide 

there  are  those  who  will  be  willing  to  take  her  to 
their  arms.    And,  in  point  of  mere  expediency, 
he  would  ask  of  gentlemen — he  put  the  suggestion 
in  that  shape,  because  he  believed  they  were  inac- 
cessible to  other  considerations — in  point  of  expe- 
diency, he  asked  them,  what  were  they  nowdomg 
but  riveting  those  ties  by  which  Missouri  would, 
he  trusted,  forever  be  bound  to  that  section  of  t)»e 
country   by   which,   with  whatever  reason,    her 
rights  have  been  supported  on  this  floor  ?    I  do 
look  with  a  sentiment  I  cannot  express,  said  Mr. 
R. — I  look  with  a  .sentiment  of  pity — and  that  has 
been  said  to  be  nearly  allied  to  love,  as  1  know  it 
to  be  allied  to  a  very  different  emotion — I  look 
with  pity  on  those  who  believe  that,  by  their  feeble 
efforts  in  this  House,  governed  by  forms  and  tech- 
nicalities— your   Sergeant-at-Arms  and  commit- 
tees of  attendance,  and  mummeries  such  as  belong 
to  other  countries  where  I  have  never  travelled, 
and  trust  in  God  I  never  shall — they  can  stop  the 
growth  of  the  rising  Empire  in  the  West.    Let 
gentlemen  lay  a  resolution  on  the  table,  let  it  be 
engrossed  in  a  fair  hand,  and  do  you,  Mr.  Speaker, 
sign  it,  that  the  waves  of  the  Mississippi  shall  not 
seek  the  ocean,  and  then  send  your  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  to  carry  it  into  execution',  and  see  whether 
you   can  enforce  it  with  all  the  force,  physical 
or  moral,  under  your  control.    Mr.  R.  conela^ed 
by  expressing  his  hope  that  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  would  withdraw  his  motion  for  indefi- 
nite postponement. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Virginia,  said  he  bdieved  it 
was  pretty  well  ascertained  that  he  was  willing 
to  go  as  great  lengths  as  any  man  in  this  House  to 
support  the  rights  of  Missouri.     He  regretted  that, 
even  in  this  skirmish,  he  was  obliged  to  separate 
himself  from  those  with  whom  he  had  acted  with 
so  much  pleasure  and  with  so  much  zeal.    But 
he  could  not  maintain,  what  he  should  do  by  voting 
for  this  resolution,  that  Missouri  is  now  a  State  of 
this  Union.     Was  it  contended  that  Congress  has 
not  a  right  to  require  the  submission  of  the  consti- 
tution of  a  new  State  to  its  consideration  before 
she  becomes  a  member   of  the   Union?     If  so, 
would  any  man  contend  that  Congress  had  not  a 
right  to  pass,  in  some  shape  or  other,  upon  the 
constitution  of  any  new  State  ?    Was  there  any 
one  of  his  colleagues  who  would  say,  that  there 
was  no  possible  case  in  which  he  might  not  be 
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induced  to  reject  the  constitution  of  Missouri  ? 
Suppose  the  constitution  she  has  offered  had  been 
notoriously   aristocratical,   was  there    any  man  | 
among  them  who  would  not  have  given  his  vote  ; 
for  the  exclusion  of  Missouri  from  the  confedera-  J 
cy  1    We  presume  not.     If  he  were  to  give  his  j 
vote  for  this  resolution,  Mr.  A.  said,  he  should 
contradict  all  the  language  he  had  hitherto  held  ! 
in  respect  to  Missouri ;  for,  if  she  was  a   State  | 
without  the  consent  of  Congress,  she  had  no  right 
to  complain  of  oppression  by  the  refusal  of  Con-  j 
gress  to  recognise  her. 

Mr.  A.  said,  he  should  continue  to  reprobate  the  . 
odious  and  foul  combination  by  which  Missouri  is  j 
kept  out  of  the  Union ;  but  should  he  give  a  vote 
for  this  resolution,  he  should  feel  himself  precluded 
from  doing  so.   If,  indeed,  the  case  were  presented, 
whether  the  member  from  Missouri  should  be  ad- 
mitted to  a  seat  on  this  floor,  he  should  give  a  vote 
affirmatively ;  for  it  would  be  tantamount  to  an 
admission  of  the  State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union. 
But,  were  he  to  vote  for  this  proposition,  he  should 
vote  for  an  evident  solecism ;  it  would  be  saying 
that,  though  it  has  been  decided  that  Missouri  shall 
not  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  yet  she  shall  ex-  ] 
ercise  the  highest  functions  of  a  member  of  the 
Confederacy.    Mr.  A.  said  he  could  not  hold  that  ' 
language,  or   present   himself  in  that   character. 
Opposed  in  general  to  postponements,  he  should 
vote  against  the  proposed  postponement,  in  order 
to  meet  the  question  directly.     He  had  no  notion, 
he  added,  of  the  doctrine  which  he  had  heard  for 
the  first  time  to-day,  that  you  may  have  a  proble- 
matical or  hypothetical  election  ot  a  President  and 
Vice  President.   Suppose  the  result  of  the  election 
depended  on  the  votes  of  Missouri,  and  the  same 
course  was  to  be  pursued  which  was  now  indi- 
cated ;  the  President  of  the  Senate  would  have  to 
announce  that,  in  one  event,  we  had  a  President, 
whilst  in  another  we  had  not,  and  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  left  without  a  head,  and  a  dissolu- 
tion of  the  Union  would  be  the  possible  immediate 
consequence.     He  was  a  little  surprised,  he  said, 
at  one  ground  which  had  been  taken  on  this  occa- 
sion: that  the  House  had  no  power  to  pass  any 
judgment  on  any  return.     He  had  always  thought 
that,  wherever  was  lodged  the  power  to  receive  a 
return,  there  also  was  the  power  to  pass  a  judg- 
ment on  the  validity  of  that  return.     Suppose  any 
territory,  not  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States 
at  the  time,  Florida,  for  example,  to  send  votes 
here  for  Electors ;  was  there  no  authority  by  which 
these  votes  could  be  rejected?     Suppose  a  State, 
entitled  to  27  votes,  should  send  37  votes,  would 
any  gentleman  contend  that  there  was  no  power 
in  this  House  to  judge  of  the  proper  number? 
Could  there  ever  be  a  pure  election — could  it  ever 
be  ascertained  who  was  elected,  in  the  event  of  the 
establishment  of  a  doctrine  of  that  sort?    Mr.  A. 
concluded,  by  declaring  his  readiness  to  adopt  any 
measure  to  bring  Missouri,  now  trampled  down  by 
power,  into  the  Union,  but  he  could  not  vote  for 
this  resolution. 

Mr.  Clay  next  obtained  the  floor,  but  gave  way 

to  allow  Mr.  Randolph  to  make  an  explanation. 

Mr.  Randolph  said,  it  was  highly  probable  that 


the  few  remarks  which  he  had  made  might  give 
rise  to  misapprehensions  in  the  minds  of  other  gen- 
tlemen, as  tney  had  done  in  the  mind  of  his  col- 
league.    He,  therefore,  wished  to  explain.     His 
position,  he  said,  was  misunderstood.    It  had  been 
said,  and  pertinently  said,  that  Missouri  might  be 
admitted  into  the  Union  in  more  ways  than  one. 
His  position,  then,  was,  that  this  is  the  first  in- 
stance in  which  Missouri  has  knocked  at  the  door 
and  demanded  her  rights.     It  is  now  for  us,  said 
Mr.  R.,  by  permitting  her  to  come  in,  or  rather 
by  refraining  from  extruding  her  from  this  Hall, 
to  determine  whether  she  shall  now  be  one  of  our 
Commonwealth,  or,  as  the  fashion  is  to  call  it.  of 
our  Empire.     Mr.  R.  said  he  had  no  doubt  that 
Congress  might  drive  Missouri  into  the  wilder- 
ness, like  another  son  of  Hagar.     If  we  do,  said 
he,  we  drive  her  at  our  own  peril.   If  either  of  the 
worthy   Senators  and   Representative  from  Mis- 
souri, whose  long  forbearance  had  excited  surprise 
in  no  man's  breast  more  than  in  that  of  Mr.  R. — 
he  did  not  mean  to  blame  them  for  pursuing  the 
counsel  of  cooler  heads  than  his — had  presented 
themselves  here,  would  you  (addressing  the  Speak- 
er) have  felt  yourself  bound  to  exclude  them  from 
the  communion  with  more  than  papal  power ;  not 
I  only  from  the  cup  of  wine,  but  from  the  bread  of 
I  life  itself?     Let  me  tell  my  friend  before  me,  (Mr. 
Archer,)  we  have  not  the  power  which  beseems 
I  to  think  we  possess ;  and  if  this  be  a  cams  omissus 
I  in  the  Constitution,  I  want  to  know  where  weac- 
:  quire  the  power  to  supply  the  defect.     You  may 
keep  Missouri  out  of  the  Union  by  violence,  but 
here  the  issue  is  joined.     She  comes  forward  in 
the  person  of  her  Presidential  and  Vice  Presiden- 
tial Electors,  instead  of  that  of  her  Representa- 
I  live ;  and  she  was  thus  presented  in  a  shape  as  un- 
I  questionable  as  that  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
i  Mas.cachusetts,  or  the  proudest  and  oldest  State  in 
j  the  Union.     She  comes  forward  by  her  attorneys 
— her  Electors.   Will  you  deny  them  admittance? 
1  Will  you  thrust  her  Electors,  and  hers  only,  from 
j  this  Hall  ?     Mr.  R.  said  his  friend  had  not  given 
I  to  this  subject  the  sort  of  consideration  which  he 
knew  him  to  be  capable  of  giving  it.     I  made  no 
objection,  said  Mr.  R.,  to  the  votes  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Maine,  or  Vermont :    I  have  had  as  good  a 
right  to  object  to  the  voles  of  New  Hampshire^  as 
the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  has  to  object 
to  the  votes  of  Missouri.     Who  made  thou,  Cain, 
thy  brother's  keeper  ?   Who  put  Missouri  into  cus- 
tody of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire?    The  Electors  of  Missouri  are  as  much 
homints  yrobi  et  legales  as  the   Electors   of  New 
Hampshire.     This,  Mr.  R.  said,  was  no  skirmish, 
as  it  had  been  called.     This  was  the  battle  when 
Greek  mtets  Greek ;  it  was  a  conflict  not  to  be 
decided  between  the  phalanx  and  the  legion,  whe- 
ther the  impenetrability  of  the  one  or  the  activity 
of  the  other  shall  prevail.     Let  us  buckle  on  our 
armor,  said  Mr.  R.;  let  us  put  aside  all  this  flum- 
mery, these  metaphysical  distinctions,  these  legal 
technicalities,  these  special  pleadings,  this  dry  mi- 
nuteness, this  unprofitable  drawing  of  distinctions 
without  difference;  let  us  say  now,  as  we  have 
aid  on  another  occasion,  we  will  assert,  maintain, 


February,  1821. 


The  Election  of  President  and  Vice  President. 


H.  OP  R. 


and  vindicate  our  rights,  or  put  to  every  hazard 
what  you  pretend  to  hold  in  such  high  estimation. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  recollected  perfectly  well,  in  the 
celebrated  election  of  Thomas  Jefferson  and  Aaron 
Burr — they  live,  said  he,  illustrious  examples  of 
the  merits  of  their  respective  partisans — what  were 
we  then  told  ?  Why,  that  we  must  withdraw  our 
opposition,  or  there  would  be  no  election  ;  that  a 
dissolution  of  the  Union  impended  ;  that  volcanoes 
began  to  play ;  that  earthquakes  yawned  beneath 
us ;  and,  recollect,  sir,  we  had  a  President  in  the 
chair  who  had  a  majority  in  this  House,  small  as 
it  was.  He  treated  the  idea  of  giving  way  with 
derision  and  scorn.  We  said  we  will  not  give 
way,  and  you  must  take  the  consequences.  We 
appealed,  said  Mr.  R.,  to  the  good  sense  of  the 
nation;  and  I  do  now  appeal  to  this  nation,  said 
he,  whether  this  pretended  sympathy  for  the  rights 
of  free  negroes  and  raulattoes  is  to  supersede  the 
rights  of  the  free  white  citizens,  often  times  their 
whole  number.  They  gave  way,  sir,  said  Mr.  R. ; 
the  sheep  is  the  most  timid  and  helpless  of  all  ani- 
mals ;  it  retreats  before  any  attack  is  offered  to  it. 
The  President  of  the  United  States,  said  Mr.  R., 
possesses  great  powers  and  highly  responsible  func- 
tions, and  should  be  looked  up  to  with  veneration 
and  deference,  because  he  is  the  Chief  Magistrate 
of  a  people,  legally  appointed  by  their  suffrages. 
But  a  President  of  the  United  States,  appointed 
by  the  exclusion  of  the  votes  of  those  who  are  the 
same  flesh  and  blood  as  ourselves — for  the  people 
of  Missouri  are  not  natives  of  Missouri,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  French  and  still  fewer  Span- 
iards— is  no  more  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  this 
country  than  that  thing — that  pageant,  which  the 
majorities  of  the  two  Houses  proposed  to  set  up 
just  twenty  years  ago — a  President  made  by  law — 
no,  by  the  form  and  color  of  law,  against  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Constitution,  and  in  violation  of  the 
rights  of  the  freemen  ot  this  country.  Sir,  said 
Mr.  R.,  I  would  not  give  a  button  for  him.  On 
his  personal  account,  and  for  his  personal  quali- 
ties, I  might  treat  him  with  respect  as  an  indi- 
vidual, but  as  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  country,  he 
would  be  more  odious  to  my  judgment  than  one 
of  the  house  of  Stuart  attempting  to  seat  himself 
on  the  throne  of  England,  in  defiance  of  the  laws 
of  succession  and  of  the  opinion  of  the  people. 
We  have,  I  am  afraid,  so  long  basked  in  the  im- 
pure atmosphere,  not  of  this  House,  but  of  this 
Court,  that — 

Mr.  Clay  here  claimed  the  floor,  which  he  had 
yielded  to  the  gentleman  only  for  the  purpose  of 
making  an  explanation. 

Mr.  Randolph  took  his  scat,  saying  that  he 
would  give  way  to  the  honorable  gentleman  in 
every  thing  but  one. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  really  saw  no  difficulty  in  this 
business ;  and,  before  he  sat  down,  should  make  a 
motion,  with  a  view  to  put  an  end  to  this  discus- 
sion. The  House  and  Senate  have,  by  a  joint  act, 
this  day  agreed,  that,  in  the  event  of  an  objection 
being  made  to  the  vote  of  Missouri,  her  vote  should 
be  counted  hypotheticallv;  that  the  whole  num- 
ber should  be  announced,  including  the  vote  of 
Missouri,  and  that  the  number  should  also  be  stated 


as  it  would  be,  the  vote  of  Missouri  being  ex- 
cluded ;  and,  the  result  not  varying,  that  it  should 
be  declared  that,  in  either  case,  the  person  having 
the  largest  number  of  votes  was  duly  elected. 
The  motive  which  operated  on  the  joint  commit- 
tee in  recommending  this  course,  and  on  the  two 
Houses  in  adoptin^r  it,  was  to  avoid  the  very  diffi- 
culty into  which  the  House  was  about  to  precipi- 
tate itself.  It  was  an  effort  to  provide,  by  previous 
arrangement,  for  the  very  contingency  which  has 
arisen.  The  moment  the  objection  was  made,  in 
that  instant  the  rule  adopted  this  morning  took 
effect.  Mr.  C.  said  it  therefore  appeared  to  him, 
with  very  great  deference  to  the  course  of  the  pre- 
siding officer  of  the  Senate,  that  he  ought  to  have 
gone  on,  and,  after  the  votes  had  been  summed 
up,  to  have  made  the  annunciation  as  proposed  in 
thejoint  resolution  adopted  this  morning. 

The  two  Houses  ought  not,  in  the  opinion  of 
Mr.  C,  to  have  separated  until  they  had  consum- 
mated what  had  been  stipulated  for.  He  was  now 
not  willing  to  take  up  any  proposition  on  this  sub- 
ject or  any  other,  however  unwilling  he  might 
have  been  to  meet  it  at  any  other  time.  He  was  op- 
posed to  do  so,  because  to  do  so  is  a  violation  of 
good  faith  between  the  two  Houses,  as  pledged  by 
the  arrangement  of  this  morning.  He  had  not  a 
doubt,  he  said,  that  Missouri  might  be  admitted 
into  the  Union  in  a  variety  of  ways,  and  very  pos- 
sibly, on  proper  examination,  the  mode  now  pro- 
posed might  be  one  of  them,  by  the  two  Houses, 
jointly  or  separately,  giving  her  the  exercise  of  a 
right  which,  as  a  State,  would  belong  to  her.  The 
House,  however,  as  well  as  the  Senate,  had  vir- 
tually determined  to  get  round  that  question  to- 
day, and  to  put  an  end  to  any  controversy  which 
might  arise  in  respect  to  it,  in  the  manner  contem- 
plated by  the  second  resolution  passed  this  morn- 
ing. Mr.  C.  therefore  moved  that  the  subject 
now  under  consideration  be  laid  on  the  table,  in 
order  to  resume  the  business  which  had  been  in- 
terrupted by  the  retirement  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Storrs  demanded  the  reading  of  the  first 
resolution  which  passed  this  House,  as  compared 
with  that  which  passed  the  Senate. 

[Here  took  place  an  explanation  of  a  variation 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  form  of  the  resolve. 
As  it  came  from  the  Senate  the  President  of  the 
Senate  was  to  preside  over  the  joint  meeting.  As 
reported  by  the  committee  on  the  part  of  this 
House  the  President  of  the  Senate  was  to  preside 
over  the  Senate,  and  the  Speaker  was  to  preside 
over  the  House  of  Representatives.  This  altera- 
tion was  made,  because  it  was  known  that  the 
House  of  Representatives  would  not  have  agreed 
to  the  other  course,  and  a  collision  might  have 
arisen  between  the  two  Houses.  It  may  b^ added, 
that  the  Senate  were  not  aware,  when  they  came 
into  the  Hall,  of  the  change  of  the  arrangement, 
but  supposed  it  to  stand,  as  they  had  voted  it. 
Their  retirement  from  the  Chamber  arose  from 
the  President  of  the  Senate  having  learned  these 
facts  after  he  was  seated  in  his  place  in  the  Hall. 
He  would  otherwise,  it  is  supposed,  have  gone  on 
to  proclaim  the  result,  immcNJiately  after  Mr.  Liv- 
ermore's objection, as  prescribed  in  the  resolution.) 
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The  EUction  of  PresideiU  and  Vice  President. 


Februaky,  1821. 


Some  conversation  took  place  between  Messrs.  I 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Clay,  Randolph,  Nelson  I 
of  Virginia,  Foot,  and  Cobb,  as  to  the  state  in  ' 
which  matters  would  be,  on  the  Senate's  return. 
Some  of  the  gentlemen  contended  that,  on  the  I 
Senate's  return,  matters  would  stand  iust  as  they  I 
did  before,  and  the  same  difficulty  as  nad  already  j 
presented  itself  would  again  arise.  Others  con-  j 
tended,  and  the  majority  appeared  to  be  with  them,  [ 
that,  on  the  return  of  the  Senate,  the  President  j 
wouid  go  on  to  declare  the  result,  as  directed  in  i 
the  second  joint  resolution  of  this  morning. 

Mr.  LivEHMORE,  in  the  course  of  these  desultory  i 
remarks,  took  an  opportunity  to  vindicate  his  con- 
duct in  offering  the  objection  to  the  votes  of  Mis-  i 
souri.  It  was  a  duty  necessary  to  be  performed  by  j 
somebody ;  having  no  wish  to  be  forward  in  the  i 
business,  he  had  endeavored  to  persuade  several  i 
gentlemen  to  present  it — but,  they  declining  to  do  ' 
so,  it  had  become  his  duty  to  do  it,  and  in  his 
opinion  he  had  done  it  at  the  proper  moment.* 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Clay's  motion  ( 
to  lay  Mr.  Floyd's  resolution  on  the  table,  and  j 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  ayes  103.  And  then,  ; 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  it  was  ordered,  that  a  | 
message  be  sent  to  the  Senate  to  inform  that  body  i 
that  the  House  is  now  ready  to  receive  the  Senate  i 
in  the  Chamber  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  i 
for  the  purpose  of  continuing  the  enumeration  of  ! 
the  votes  of  the  Electors  for  President  and  Vice  \ 
President, according  to  the  joint  resolutions  agreed 
upon  between  the  two  houses ;  and  that  the  Clerk 
go  with  the  said  message. 

The  Clerk  accordingly  went  with  the  said  mes- 
sage ;  and  be  being  returned — 

The  Senate  again  appeared,  and  took  seats  in 
the  House  as  before. 


•FlB«UAHT    17,  1821. 


Me*9rs.  Galea  4-  Seaton 

In  jour  report  of  the  transactions  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  the  14th  instant,  you  obKerve  that 
"  Mr.  Jjivermore  took  an  opportunity  to  vindicate  his 
conduct  in  offeriog  his  objections  to  the  votes  from 
Missouri."  But  you  omit  the  only  circumstance  which 
rendered  any  observations  on  his  part  necessary ;  for 
certainly  the  objection  was  in  substance  proper,  and 
every  member  of  Congress  had  a  right  to  make  it. 
The  truth  is,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  in  the  course  of 
debate,  said  to  this  effect :  that  the  abrupt  departure 
of  the  Senate,  and  all  the  difficulty  which  ensued, 
ought  to  be  imputed  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire,  Mr.  L.,  who  made  his  objection  too  soon, 
instead  of  waiting,  as  he  should  have  done,  till  after 
the  Missouri  votes  tcere  counted.  In  answer  to  this 
charge,  Mr.  L.  made  a  few  remarks,  which  you  have 
not  reported,  but  which  probably  convinced  even  Mr. 
Smith  that  the  objection  to  counting  the  votes  from 
Missouri  was  interposed  at  the  proper  moment. 

A.  D. 
1  [Our  correspondent  is  perfectly  right.  Mr.  Liver- 
more  did  not  certainly  vindicate  the  course  he  had 
taken,  until  it  had  been  impugned  by  other8.  We 
were  so  cramped  for  room  in  our  report,  that  we  were 
obliged  to  generalize  the  incidental  remarks,  and,  in 
doing  so,  perhaps  a  wrong  impression  may  have  been 
given  to  Mr.  L.'s  observations.] — Editors  National 
Jntetligencer. 


The  President  of  the  Senate,  in  the  presence  of 
both  Houses,  proceeded  to  open  the  certificate  of 
the  Electors  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  which  he 
delivered  to  the  tellers,  by  whom  it  was  read,  and 
who  registered  the  same. 

And  the  votes  of  all  the  States  having  been  thus 
counted,  registered,  and  the  lists  thereoi  compared, 
they  were  delivered  to  the  President  of  the  Senate, 
by  whom  they  were  read,  as  already  printed. 

The  President  of  the  Senate  then,  m  pursuance 
of  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  two  Houses,  pro- 
ceeded to  announce  the  state  of  the  votes  to  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  in  joint  meeting  assem- 
bled, as  follows: 

"  Were  the  votes  of  Missouri  to  be  counted,  the  re- 
sult would  be — For  Jaxks  Monsob,  of  Virginia,  for 
President  of  the  United  States,  231  votes:  if  not 
counted,  for  James  Moxroe,  of  Virginia,  li28  votes: — 
For  Dahiel  D.  Tompkixs,  of  New  York,  for  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  218  votes  :  if  not 
counted,  for  Dasiel  D.  TojifKi;«8,  of  New  York,  for 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  215  votes.  Bat 
in  either  event,  Jaxxs  Moh boe,  of  Virginia,  has  a 
majority  of  the  votes  of  the  whole  number  of  Electors 
tor  President,  and  Da.miel  D.  Tompkiss,  of  New 
York,  has  a  majority  of  the  voles  of  the  whole  number 
of  Electors  for  Vice  Prewident  of  the  United  SUtes." 

The  President  of  the  Senate  had  proceeded  thus 
far,  or  nearly  thus  far,  in  the  proclamation,  when 
Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the  Chair,  and 
inquired  whether  the  votes  of  Missouri  were  or 
were  not  counted. 

Cries  of  Order !  Order !  were  so  loud  as  to 
drown  Mr.  Floyd's  voice. 

[The  President  of  the  Senate  had  hesitated  in 
the  proclamation,  on  Mr.  Floyd  addressing  the 
Chair.] 

Mr.  Randolph  rose,  and  was  addressing  the 
Chair,  when  loud  cries  of  Order!  Order  !  resounded 
from  many  voices. 

The  Speaker  pronounced  Mr.  Randolph  to  be 
'  out  of  order,  and  invited  him  to  take  his  seat. 
I      Mr.    Brush    demanded   that   Mr.   Randolph 
should  be  allowed  to  proceed,  and  declared  his  de- 
termination to  sustain  his  right  to  do  so.     Mr.  B. 
was  also  loudly  called  to  order. 

Mr.  Floyd  demanded  of  the  Chair  whether  he 
was  considered  in  order  or  not. 

The  Speaker  determined  that  he  was  not  in 
order  at  this  time,  the  only  business  being  at  that 
pi'esent  time  that  prescribed  by  the  rule  of  this 
morning. 

There  was  considerable  murmuring  at  this  de- 
cision ;  but  order  was  restored ;  when  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  concluded  his  annunciation  as 
follows : 

'*  I  therefore  declare  that  James  Mombox,  of  Vir* 
ginia,  is  duly  elected  President  of  the  United  States, 
for  four  years,  to  commence  on  the  fourth  day  o( 
March,  1821  ;  and  that  Dakisl  D.  Tompkihs,  of 
New  York,  is  duly  elected  Vice  President  of  the  Uai- 
ted  States,  for  the  Uke  term  of  four  years,  to  com- 
mence on  the  said  fourth  day  of  March,  1621." 

As  the  President  concluded — 
Mr.  Randolph  addressed  the  Chair;  but  was 
required  to  take  his  seat. 
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On  motion  by  a  member  of  the  Senate,  the  Sen- 
ate retired  from  the  hall. 

After  they  retired,  and  the  House  being  called 
to  order — 

Mr.  Randolph,  who  had  still  retained  the  floor, 
was  heard  addressing  the  Chair.  He  spoke  for 
some  time,  without  being  distinctly  heard,  owing 
to  the  confusion  in  the  hall.  He  had,  he  said, 
seen  every  election  of  President  of  the  United 
States,  except  that  of  the  present  Chief  Magis- 
trate, and  he  had  never  before  heard  any  other 
form  of  proclamation  than  that  such  was  the 
whole  number  of  votes  given  in ;  that  such  a  per- 
son, A  or  B,  had  so  many,  and  was  therefore 
elected  President  or  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States.  On  this  occasion  no  such  annunciation 
had  been  made,  and  the  presiding  officer  might 
just  as  well  have  said  that  James  Claxton  or 
Thomas  Dunn  was  elected  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Were  gentlemen  to  be  put  down  by 
clamor  and  by  force  here  for  getting  up  to  assert, 
not  only  their  rights,  but  the  rights  of  the  whole 
people  of  the  United  States  ?  Sir,  said  he.  your 
election  is  vitiated ;  you  have  flinched  from  the 
question  ;  you  have  attempted  to  evade  the  decis- 
ion of  that  which  was  essential  to  the  determina- 
tion of  who  is  and  who  is  not  elected  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate of  the  United  States.  Mr.  R.  concluded 
his  remarks  by  moving  resolutions  declaring  the 
election  to  be  illegal,  &c.     They  were  as  follows: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  electoral  votes  of  the  State  of 
Missouri  have  this  day  been  counted,  and  do  consti- 
tute a  part  of  the  majority  of  two  hundred  and  thirty* 
one  votes  given  for  President,  and  of  two  hundred  and 
eighteen  votes  given  for  Vice  President.. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  whole  number  of  Electors 
appointed,  and  of  votes  given  for  President  and  Vice 
President,  has  not  been  announced  by  the  presiding 
officer  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
agreeably  to  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  therefore  the  proceeding  has 
been  irregular  and  illegal. 

Whilst  Mr.  R.  was  reducing  his  motion  to 
writing,  several  gentlemen  claimed  the  floor. 

The  Speaker  determined  that  Mr.  Lathrop 
was  entitled  to  it ;  and  Mr.  L.  moved  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Floyd  claimed  the  right  of  the  floor,  as 
rising  first,  and  demanded  to  be  heard. 

The  Speaker  afllirmed  Mr.  Lathrop's  right. 

Mr.  Floyd  was  about  appealing  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair,  but  did  not. 

Mr.  Ringgold  having  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  question  of  adjournment,  the  question 
was  taken  accordingly,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Al- 
len of  New  York,  Anderson,  Baker,  Bateman,  Beecher, 
Boden,  Buffum,  Cannon,  Case,  Clagett.  Clark,  Clay, 
Cook,  Crafts,  Culpeper,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Dane, 
Darlington,  Dennison,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecti- 
cut, Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Fay,  Folger,  Foot, 
Forrest,  Fuller,  Gorham,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross 
of  Pennsylvania,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York, 
Hardin,  Hemphill,  Hendricks.  Herrick.  Hibshman, 
Hill,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Ho^tetter,  Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kins- 
ley, Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Livermore,  Maclay,  McCoy, 
McCullough,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Meech,  Meigs,  Mo- 
nell,  K.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Morton,  Moseley,  Murray, 


Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Parker  of  Massachosetts, 
Patterson,  Phelps,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rankin, 
Richards,  Richmond,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ, 
Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Stevens,  Street,  Strong  of 
Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins, 
Tracy,  Udree,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wen- 
dover,  Whitman,  and  Wood — 96. 

Nats — Mecsrs.  Alexander,  Alien  of  Tennessee,  Ar- 
cher of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baldwin,  Bar- 
bour, Bayly,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brown,  Brush, 
Bryan,  Campbell,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crawford,  Culbreth, 
Davidson,  Earle,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd, 
Gamett,  Gray,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Jackson,  John- 
son, Jones  of  Virginia,  Little,  McCreary,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  T.  L.  Moore,  Neale,  Nel- 
son of  Virginia,  Newton,  Pinckney,  Randolph,  Reid, 
Rhea,  Ringgold,  Shaw,  Simkins,  Swearingen,  Trim- 
ble, Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Willianis  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North 
Carolina — SO. 


Thursday,  February  15. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  to  abolish  certain  ports  of 
entry  ;  to  establish  ports  of  delivery,  and  for  other 
purposes ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  naval  service  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1821 ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
purchasers  of  public  lands  prior  to  the  first  day  of 
July,  1820,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment ;  and  it  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  regu- 
lating the  payment  of  debts  due  from  the  pur- 
chasers of  public  lands. 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  North  Carolina,  waived  for 
the  present  his  intention  to  make  a  motion  on  the 
Missouri  subject,  according  to  his  notice  of  yester- 
day, partly  because  he  had  little  hope  of  success 
in  the  motion,  and  partly  because  it  was  probable 
some  motion  might  be  made  more  palatable  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  New  York,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion,  accompanying  it  with  some  remarks 
in  support  of  it: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress 
OJisemhled,  That  Missouri  shall  be  admitted  into  this 
Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  in 
ail  respects  whatsoever,  on  the  first  Monday  in  Decem- 
ber neit :  Provided,  That,  previous  to  the  said  first 
Monday  in  December  next,  Missouri  shall  have  ex- 
punged from  her  constitution  the  following  clause,  to 
wit :  "  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Legislature,  as  soon 
as  may  be,  to  pats  laws  to  prevent  free  negroes  and 
mnlattoes  from  coming  to  or  settling  in  this  State, 
under  any  pretext  whatever."  And  that  on  said  day, 
certified  copies  of  said  constitution,  so  amended,  shall 
be  delivered  to  the  President  oi  the  Senate  and  Spea- 
ker of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
Sutes. 
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The  Slave  Trade. 


Febrdary,  1821. 


On  the  question  to  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  this  resolution,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
by  a  vote  of  60  to  46. 

Mr.  Clark,  not  desiring  the  resolution  to  be 
acted  on  to-day,  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table ;  and 
the  motion  was  agreed  to — ayes  73. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
Colonel  Decius  Wadswortb,  of  the  Ordnance  de- 
partment, explanatory  of  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  loans  of  powder,  lead,  &c.,  belonging  to 
the  United  States,  to  private  individuals,  and 
which  have  been  made  the  subject  of  inquiry  in 
this  House,  as,  also,  containing  a  defence  of  his 
conduct  in  those  transactions ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  the 
following  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War : 

DsrABTMEKT  Of  Wab,  Feb.  12,  1821. 

8iB :  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  9th  instant,  directing  "  that 
the  Secretary  of  War  report  to  that  House  the  pro- 
gress which  has  been  made  "by  the  Board  of  Engineers 
in  determining  the  sites  and  places  of  fortifications  of 
the  coast  of  the  United  States ;  the  sites  which  may 
have  been  selected  ;  the  estimates  of  the  expense  in 
completing  the  several  works;  the  number  of  troops 
necessary  to  garrison  them  in  peace  and  in  war ;  the 
progress  made  in  erecting  the  fortifications ;  the  ad- 
vantages resulting  from  the  system,  when  completed, 
particularly  in  reducing  the  expense  of  defending  the 
Atlantic  frontier,"  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report 
of  the  Board  of  Engineers,  marked  A,  and  a  report  of 
the  Engineer  department,  marked  B,  which  give  the 
information  required  by  the  resolution. 

It  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  the  projected  forti- 
fications have  been  distributed  into  three  classes,  ac- 
cording to  their  relative  importance,  and  that  it  is  de- 
termined to  erect  those  of  the  Ist  class  previous  to  the 
commencement  of  the  2d  and  3d  classes,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  works  at  Mobile  Point  and  Dauphine 
Island.  These  works  were  commenced  in  preference 
to  those  projected  at  Bayou  Bienvenue  and  Fort  St. 
Philip ;  for,  although  the  latter  are  placed  in  the  first 
class,  it  was  not,  however,  deemed  proper  to  commence 
with  them,  as  they  were  much  less  extensive  than  the 
two  former,  and  could  be  completed  in  a  fhott  time, 
should  the  state  of  our  relations  with  other  Powers 
render  it  necessary. 

The  contractors  for  the  works  at  Regolets  were,  by 
the  arrangements  with  them,  to  have  erected  those 
contemplated  at  Chef  Monteur,  but  so  many  impedi- 
ments have  been  encoantercd  that  it  has  been  neces- 
sary for  them  to  confine  their  operations  wholly  to  the 
former. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Hon.  J.  W.  Tatloe, 
Speaker  House  of  Representatives. 

t   The  letter  and  accompanying  documenb  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  then  announced  the  unfinished 
business  of  yesterday,  being  Mr.  RANnoLPu's  res- 
olutions respecting  the  legality  of  the  Electoral 
votes.  And  on  the  question,  will  the  House  now 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  these  resolutions? 
It  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  a  majority  of 
about  30  votes. 


BOUNTY  TO  FISHING  VESSELS. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McLean, 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
submitted  by  him  soiiie  time  ago,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  this  House  a  statement  of 
the  bounties  and  allowances  paid  to  fishing  vesaeb 
each  year,  from  the  commencement  of  the  Government 
to  the  present  time. 

Mr.  NELSONjOf  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
the  same  by  adding  thereto  the  following: 

"  And  of  the  quantity  of  salt  imported  annually,  and 
not  re-exported  with  benefit  of  drawback;  also  the 
amount  of  duty  annually  collected  on  the  same  during 
the  period  aforesaid." 

This  motion  to  amend  was  negatived  by  a  small 
majority. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved  to 
amend  Mr.  McLean's  motion  by  adding  thereto 
the  following: 

"  And  of  the  quantity  of  salt  annually  imported  into 
each  State  and  not  re-exported  with  benefit  of  draw- 
back ;  also,  the  amount  of  duty  annually  collected  on 
the  same  in  each  State  during  the  time  aforesaid." 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to;  and  the  reso- 
lution, as  amended,  was  then  adopted,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  this  House  a  statement  of 
the  bounties  and  allowances  paid  to  fishing  vesssls  in 
each  year,  from  the  commencement  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  present  time ;  and  of  the  quantity  of  salt 
annually  imported  into  each  State,  and  not  re-exported 
with  benefit  of  drawback;  also,  the  amount  of  duty 
annually  collected  on  the  same,  in  each  State,  during 
the  time  aforesaid. 

THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 
Mr.  Meics,  of  New  York,  rose  for  the  purpose 
of  calling  the  attention  of  the  House  to  certain 
resolutions  which  he  had  the  honor  of  submitting 
to  its  consideration  at  the  la*t  session  of  Congress. 
These  resolutions  related  to  the  subject  of  slavery. 
He  had,  he  said,  somewhat  modified  the  resolu- 
tions offered  at  the  last  session,  and  would  now 
read  them  to  the  House  before  he  proceeded  fur- 
ther to  explain  his  views  in  relation  to  them.  He 
was  aware  that,  on  the  first  mention  of  this  sub- 
ject, unpleasant  feelings  might  be  excited  in  one 
part  of  the  House,  but  he  trusted,  on  examination 
of  the  proposed  plan,  it  would  appear  less  objec- 
tionable than  was  believed ;  and  he  ardently 
hoped,  indeed,  that  ultimately  it  might  be  found 
the  means  of  closing  forever,  by  one  of  the  most 
glorious  acts  of  legislation  that  ever  proceeded 
from  any  legislative  body,  the  growing  contro- 
versy between  the  North  and  South,  acknowl- 
edged on  all  hands  to  be  of  a  most  serious  and 
alarming  nature.  [Mr.  M.  read  his  resolutions,  as 
below.]  When,  he  said,  it  was  considered  that, 
in  the  certain  increase  of  our  population,  doubling 
in  twenty-five  years,  we  should  see,  in  half  a  cen- 
tury, not  less  tnan  forty  millions  of  people  in  the 
United  States,  of  which  perhaps  twenty  would  be 
inhabitants  of  the  vast  countries  beyond  the  Mis- 
sissippi, we  cannot  fail  to  admit  that  the  five  hun- 
dred millions  of  acres,  contemplated  to  be  devoted 
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as  a  fund  for  the  emancipation  of  slaves,  will  have 
had  a  value  more  than  competent  to  the  redemp- 
tion and  colonization  of  all  such  of  our  slave  pop- 
ulation as  it  shall  be  found  expedient  or  desirable 
to  part  with.  Let  me  endeavor,  said  he,  to  show 
in  a  few  words  the  practical  operation  of  this 
fund.  Suppose  the  lands,  intended  to  constitute 
this  fund,  to  be  surveyed  into  the  usual  sections 
and  quarter  sections,  and  numbered ;  that  the 
alternate  numbered  portions  be  sold  for  certificates 
of  the  value  of  slaves;  that  the  intermediate  por- 
tions be  disposed  of  only  for  cash;  that  the  certifi- 
cates of  value  of  slaves  be  furnished  in  the  follow- 
ing manner  :  whenever  the  owner  of  slaves  is  will- 
ing to  part  with  them,  let  him  make  application 
to  the  district  judge  of  the  district,  who,  with  the 
marshal  of  the  district,  shall,  together  with  the 
owner  and  some  discreet  person  appointed  on  his 
part,  ascertain  the  value  of  the  slaves  proposed  to 
be  emancipated  ;  that,  when  such  valuation  is 
made,  it  shall  be  at  the  option  of  the  owner  finally 
to  accede  to  it ;  that,  on  his  consent,  the  district 
jud^e  shall  deliver  to  him  a  certificate  of  such  val- 
uation, which  shall  be  receivable  only  in  payment 
for  the  alternate  sections  of  which  I  have  spoken. 
Then,  will  it  not  be  apparent,  that,  if  such  alter- 
nate sections  are  purchased  with  such  certificates, 
the  intermediate  portions  will  acquire  a  value 
which  will  command  sufficient  sums  of  money  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  colonization?  Will  not 
this  operation  proceed  pari  passu  ?  Mr.  M.  said 
he  had  witnessed,  with  constant  anxiety,  the  pro- 
gress of  the  great  controversy  which  now  agitates 
us,  and  had,  from  the  beginning  of  his  career,  as 
a  member  of  this  House,  determined,  if  it  should 
become  necessary,  to  devote  himself  a  sacrifice  for 
the  great  object,  if  possible,  of  keeping  the  two 
great  parties  in  peace.  I  do  not  know,  said  he, 
whether  I  have  made  such  a  sacrifice.  It  is  prob- 
able I  have,  by  the  well  known  course  which  I 
have  pursued  upon  this  subject.  But,  sir,  if  in- 
deed 1  have  lost  th^ confidence  of  those  whom  I 
represent,  I  will,  before  I  leave  my  present  station, 
at  least  make  one  effort  for  the  purpose  of  uniting 
the  parties  by  the  only  measure  which  appears  to 
me  to  be  calculated  to  unite  them ;  one,  too,  in 
which  both  may  participate,  and  in  which  they 
will,  as  I  repeat,  perform  one  of  the  most  noble 
acts  of  legislation ;  one  which  I  would  not  ex- 
change for  all  the  laws  on  our  statute  book  from 
1789  to  this  day.  I  have  even  indulged  what  may 
be  considered  an  extremely  romantic  opinion,  that 
the  original  plan  of  Las  Casas,  of  preventing  the 
destruction  of  the  Indian  race  by  supplying  their 
place  with  the  hardy  natives  of  Africa,  may  yet 
terminate  in  restoring  to  Africa,  from  the  pressure 
of  the  great  necessity  which  we  feel  on  the  sub- 
ject, her  long  estranged  children,  with  the  first 
principles  of  the  Christian  religion  and  of  educa- 
tion, so  that  Africa,  long  benighted,  may  assume 
a  respectable  rank  among  the  people  of  tne  world. 
Mr.  M.  then  submitted  the  following  resolution  : 

Whereas  slavery  in  the  United  States  is  an  evil 
acknowledged  to  be  of  great  and  increasing  magni- 
tude, and  which  merits  the  greatest  efforts  of  this  na- 
tion to  remedy  ;  therefore, 


Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  devoting  five  hundred  millions 
acres  of  public  lands  next  west  of  the  Mississippi  as  a 
fund  for  the  purpose  of,  in  the  firttt  place,  employing  a 
naval  force,  competent  to  the  annihilation  of  the  alave 
trade.  Secondly,  the  gradual  emancipation  of  slaves, 
by  a  voluntary  exchange  of  the  lands  foT  them ;  and, 
lastly,  colonizing  such  emancipated  slaves  in  such  way 
as  may  be  conducive  to  their  happiness  in  their  origi- 
nal country ,  Africa  :  Provided,  That  no  such  exchange 
of  lands  for  slaves  shall  ever  be  suffered  or  allowed, 
except  upon  the  perfectly  ascertained  consent  of  such 
slaves,  to  be  colonized  in  Africa  :  And  provided  also. 
That,  wherever  such  exchanges  are,  or  shall  be  made, 
no  separation  of  husband  and  wife,  or  parent  and 
child,  shall  be  permitted  contrary  to  their  well  ascer- 
tained  consent. 

The  question  on  proceeding  to  consider  the  res- 
olution was  decided  in  the  affirmative— 63  to  50 
votes. 

Mr.  FLovn  said,  he  did  not  much  approve  of 
this  plan  himself,  but,  if  it  was  to  be  adopted,  he 
wished  to  make  it  as  perfect  as  he  could.  He 
therefore  moved,  as  an  amendment,  to  come  in 
immediately  before  the  proviso,  the  following:  "or 
'  distributed  in  equal  proportions  among  the  Con- 
'  gressional  districts  of  the  diflferent  States,  begin- 
'  ning  with  the  State  of  Maine,  and  so  in  regular 
'  order  southward." 

Mr.  Clark,  of  New  York,  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Meigs  expressed  his  regret  that  the  gentle- 
man should  have  thought  proper  to  offer  this 
amendment,  which  had  the  air  of  treating  his 
proposition  with  contempt.  There  was  reason 
why  a  different  treatment  should  have  been  ex- 
tended to  him ;  and  he  had  hopes  that  the  gentle- 
man, to  oblige  him,  would  withdraw  his  proposed 
amendment. 

Mr.  Floyd  said,  that  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  was  one  of  the  last  whom  he  should  have 
thought  of  treating  disrespectfully.  To  oblige 
him,  he  would  withdraw  his  amendment.  At  the 
same  time  he  thought  it  a  good  one,  and  that  some 
such  must  necessarily  be  a  part  of  any  plan  of  the 
kind. 

The  question  on  laying  the  resolution  on  the 
table  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 66  to  55. 

PAY  OF  ARMY  OFFICERS. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  to  equalize  the  pay  of  officers  of  the  Army. 

Mr.  CocKE  explained  to  the  House,  much  m 
detail,  the  amount  of  emoluments  now  received  by 
the  officers  of  the  Army,  «Scc. 

The  consideration  of  this  bill,  and  the  questions 
on  filling  the  blanks  with  the  various  sums  pro- 
posed, involving  a  discussion  of  the  amount  of 
compensation  proper  for  the  different  grades,  posi- 
tively and  relatively,  occupied  the  Committee  un- 
til the  usual  hour  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  remarked,  that  he 
had  hoped  some  member  of  the  committee  which 
reported  the  bill  would  have  given  the  answer  to 
the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  (Mr.  Botler) 
who  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  section,  with  the 
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avowed  design  of  destroying  the  bill,  and  had  ex- 
pressed his  lull  belief  that  no  saving  of  money 
would  be  effected  by  its  passage  ;  and  had  also  de- 
manded of  any  member  to  point  out  a  single  in- 
stance in  which  even  a  cent  would  be  saved  by 
the  passage  of  the  bill.  But,  said  Mr.  F.,  as  the 
»enueman  who  reported  the  bill  is  not  in  his  seat, 
f  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  gentleman, 
who" has  made  the  appeal  to  any  member,  to  one 
good  effect  which  will  result  from  the  passap  of 
this  bill;  and  I  presume  the  gentleman  will  be 
satisfied  that  a  very  considerable  reduction  in  the 
expenditures  in  the  Treasury  Department  will  be 
made  by  its  passage. 

The  gentleman,  on  a  moment's  reflection,  must 
see  that  the  saving  will  not  be  confined  to  the 
emoluments  of  the  oflScers  of  the  regular  army. 
For  the  precise  amount  in  this  particular,  I  will 
refer  him  to  the  committee,  who  will  undoubted- 
ly be  both  able  and  willing  to  give  the  gentleman 
full  information.  But,  sir,  it  requires  no  proof  to 
convince  any  one,  who  will  for  one  moment  turn 
his  attention  to  the  list  of  clerks  in  the  Treasury 
Department,  whose  whole  employment  is  to  ex- 
amine the  accounts  for  rations,  torage,  officers' 
quarters,  fuel,  servants'  hire,  clothing  for  servants, 
transportation  of  baggage,  &c.;  that  the  labors  of 
these  clerks  will  not  be  required,  and,  of  course, 
their  further  services  may  well  be  dispensed  with, 
if  the  bill  shall  pass ;  and,  let  me  inform  the  gen- 
tleman, that  more  than  one  half  of  the  present 
emoluments  of  the  officers  arises  from  the  allow- 
ances for  rations,  forage,  &c.;  and,  under  the  pres- 
ent system,  employs  the  labor  of  at  least  one-fifth 
of  the  whole  number  of  clerks,  who  are  engaged 
in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  officers. 

In  reply  to  the  gentliiman  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  Sergeant,)  I  need  only  call  his  attention  to 
the  remaining  sections  of  the  bill,  to  furnish  a  com- 
I  plete  and  satisfactory  answer  to  all  his  arguments 
in  favor  of  striking  out  the- first  section.  If  the 
gentleman  will  consent  to  leave  the  first  section  in 
the  bill,  he  may  rest  assured  the  remaining  sec- 
tions will  obviate  every  objection  which  he  has 
raised  against  the  first  section,  and  against  the  bill 
Itself. 

My  friend  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Baldwin) 
has  challenged  one  good  and  substantial  reason 
why  salaries  which  have  been  established  by  law 
should  be  altered.  Sir,  I  will  endeavor  to  give 
him  at  least  one  good  and  substantial  reason,  and 
one  which  I  think  will  satisfy  him.  If  the  salary 
of  any  officer,  although  it  may  have  been  fixed  by 
law,  is  found  inadequate  to  the  support  of  the  offi- 
cer, or  so  low  that  a  competent  officer  will  not  ac- 
cept the  office,  I  presume  he  would  agree  with  me 
that  it  ought  to  be  increased.  But,  sir,  I  have  one 
reason  to  offer  in  favor  of  the  reduction  of  the 
present  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  Government — 
they  have  within  a  few  years  been  greatly  in- 
creased. The  Legislatures  of  almost  every  State 
this  Union  have  reduced  the  salaries  of  their 


people  has  been  fully  expressed,  and  it  must,  and 
willbe  respected. 

But,  sir,  I  have  other  reasons  for  voting  against 
the  proposition  to  strikeout  the  first  section  of  this 
bill.  Equal  justice  is  not  done  to  the  officers  un- 
der the  present  system.  Officers  of  the  same  rank, 
and  performing  the  same  duties,  do  not  receive 
equal  compensation  for  the  same  services.  The 
monthly  pay  of  your  officers,  which  is  fixed  by 
law,  forms  but  a  small  part  of  the  emoluments; 
other  charges  and  allowances  depend  upon  the 
statements  of  the  officers  themselves,  and  it  is  by 
no  means  certain  that  the  most  honest  receive  the 
greatest  emoluments. 

It  is  important  that  the  compensation  be  fixed 
and  known  to  prevent  imposition  and  frauds.  The 
returns,  which  have  been  made  to  this  House  dur- 
ing the  present  session,  of  the  amount  of  compen- 
sation to  different  officers,  vary  very  much  in 
amount.  By  recurring  to  the  printed  documents, 
it  appears  that  the  estimated  compensation  to  a 
Major  General  varies,  or  rathes  vibrates,  from  five 
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own  officers ;  this  is  an  expression  of  the  voice  of 
the  people,  which  cannot  be  misunderstood.  I  ask 
the  ^ntleman  to  look  at  the  proceedings  of  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania !   the  voice  of  the 


to  seven  thousand  dollars,  while  the  amount  of 
pay  fixed  by  law  is  but  two  thousand  dollars  per 
month,  malcing  S2,400  per  annum. 

Sir,  the  people  have  a  right  to  know  the  amount 
which  they  pay  for  services.  This  House  surely 
ought  to  know  it.  Pass  this  bill ;  give  to  each  a 
fixed  salary, and  you  will  know  the  precise  amount. 
But,  under  the  present  system,  I  do  not  hesitate 
to  say,  no  member  of  this  House  does  know,  or 
can  know  the  amount  which  has  been,  or  will  be, 
paid  to  the  officers  of  your  army. 

The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  are  certainly 
entitled  to  the  thanks  of  this  House,  and  of  the 
nation,  for  their  patient  and  laborious  investigation. 
And  it  will  not  oe  claimed  that  the  bill  does  not 
provide  liberal  salaries  for  most  of  the  officers  in 
the  army  ;  but,  sir.  I  beg  leave  to  inquire  for  some 
reason  why  the  salary  of  the  Professor  of  Natural 
and  Experimental  Philosophy,  who  is  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Military  Acad^y  at  West  Point, 
should  not  be  entitled  to  the  same  salary  as  officers 
in  the  army  of  the  same  rank  ?  By  your  laws, 
his  rank  is  that  of  a  Lieutenant  Colonel ;  and, 
while  the  bill  fixes  the  salary  of  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nels at  §1,600  per  annum,  the  salary  which  is  pro- 
posed^by  this  bill  is  only  $1,000. 

One  of  the  members  of  the  committee  had  stated 
that  the  salaries  of  the  professors  in  that  institution 
have  been  regulated  by  those  of  other  literary  in- 
stitutions, But,  sir,  I  cannot  be  satisfied  with  the 
salary  of  Sl,000  for  the  gentleman  who  presides 
over  that  institution,  holding  the  rank  which  the 
law  gives  him,  while  officers  of  the  same  grade  in 
the  army  receive  SI, 600;  and  I  hope  the  House 
will  not  concur  with  the  Committee  in  filling  the 
blank  with  $1,000,  but  will  allow  to  this  officer  a 
salary  of  1,500,  according  to  his  rank. 

No  gentleman  will  contend  that  his  services  are 
less  arduous,  or  less  useful,  or  that  less  talents  are 
indispensably  necessary  to  fill  this  office,  than  of 
a  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  the  army.  Besides,  gen- 
tlemen ought  to  recollect  that  this  officer  was  se- 
lected, by  Mr.  Jefferson,  (then  President,)  on  ac- 
count of'^his  superior  qualifications,  at  the  time  of 
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the  first  institution  of  this  school  of  military  science, 
as  the  first  President  of  the  Academy  ;  and,  in  ad- 
dition to  this,  that  he  left  an  office  with  a  salary 
of  $2,000  per  annum,  at  the  particular  and  urgent 
solicitation  of  that  enlightened  statesman.  And  I 
appeal  to  the  Committee,  whether  it  would  be  iust 
and  reasonable  to  make  the  reduction  of  the  salary 
of  this  officer,  as  proposed  by  the  bill  ?  Can  the 
gentleman  point  out  a  single  instance  in  which 
the  president  of  a  literary  institution  does  not  re- 
ceive a  greater  salary  than  the  other  instructors  ? 
If  you  refer  to  your  laws,  you  there  find  the  other 
professors  holding  the  rankof  Majors,  andof  course 
receiving  a  less  salary  than  this  officer,  who  holds 
the  rank  of  Lieutenant  Colonel.  I  presume  it  is 
not  designed  to  degrade  this  officer  from  his  pres- 
ent rank,  and  I  hope  the  House  will  be  disposed 
not  to  reduce  his  pay  below  his  rank. 

Having  got  through  the  biU,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  reported  it  to  the  Ffouse  with  amend- 
ments; and  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  February  16. 

In  calling  over  the  States  for  the  reception  of 
petitions,  when  petitions  were  called  for  from  Ten- 
nessee— 

Mr.  J0NE8,  of  Tennessee,  rose  and  said  that, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  session,  he  had 
discovered  that  the  presiding  officer  of  the  House 
had,  in  his  call  for  petitions  from  the  States,  uni- 
formly called  for  petitions  from  "  the  delegate  from 
Missouri;-'  when,  in  his  opinion,  there  was  no 
such  personage  in  this  House,  and  therefore  moved 
a  discontinuance  of  such  call. 

Mr.  Speaker  declared  such  motion  out  of  order 
at  this  time,  and  Mr.  Jones  reluctantly  grave  way, 
apparently  w^ith  an  intention  to  renew  the  propo- 
sition when  it  should  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  building  of 
lighthouses  on  Cross  and  Pond  Islands,  in  the 
harbor  of  Boothbay,  and  at  the  mouth  of  Oswego 
river,  and  placing  buoys  on  the  Shoals  of  Nan- 
tucket and  Vineyard  Sound,  near  the  harbor  of 
Wickford,  and  on  the  Altamaha  river,  and  for 
other  purposes  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States 
for  the  year  1821. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
the  legal  representatives  of  Colonel  John  Girault, 
deceased,  accompanied  with  a  bill  for  their  relief; 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  Message,  received  yesterday  from  the  Presi- 
dent OF  THE  United  States,  was  read,  trans- 
mitting to  the  House  the  following  letter  from 
the  Director  of  the  Mint : 

Mist  of  the  Ujiitid  8titei«, 

January  1,  1821. 

81m  :    I  have  now  the  honor  of  laying  before  you 

a  report  of  the  operations  of  the  Mint  for  the  last  year. 

From    the   statement  of  the  Treasurer,  herewith 


transmitted,  it  will   appear  that,  during  this  period, 
there  have  been  struck  at  the  Mint — 

In  gold  coins,  363,806  pieces,  amounting  to  $!• 
319,030  00. 

In  silver  coins,  1,621,153  pieces,  amounting  to 
$501,680  70. 

And  in  copper  coin;,  4,407,550  pieces,  amounting 
to  $41,075  r»0. 

Making,  in  the  whole,  six  millions  tour  hundred 
anil  ninety-two  thousand  five  hundred  and  nine  piece*; 
amounting  to  $1,864,786  25. 

The  above  coinage  of  gold  and  silver  has,  in  fact, 
been  the  work  of  no  more  than  nine  months ;  for, 
from  the  deficiency  of  deposites,  the  actual  coinage 
did  not  commence  till  the  beginning  of  April,  and  wu 
even  afterwards  frequently  interrupted,  from  the  aame 
cause.  The  press  employed  in  the  copper  coinage  did 
not  continue  in  operation  more  than  six  months,  as 
the  quantity  of  copper  coins  bad  accumulated  far  be- 
yond  the  public  demand. 

From  the  above  statement,  with  other  well  ascer- 
tained data,  it  may,  I  presume,  be  confidently  affirmed, 
that  the  Mint,  in  its  present  improved  state,  will  be 
found  fully  adequate  to  all  the  purposes  for  which  it 
was  originally  established. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

R.  PATTERSON. 

James  Monroe,  President  of  the  U.  S. 

The  Message  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
PAY  OF  ARMY  OFFICERS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  the  bill  to  fix  and  equalize  the  pay  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Army  of  the  United  States;  and  the 
said  amendments  being  read,  were  in  part  conctH-- 
red  in,  and  in  part  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Cannon  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  striking  out  these  words,  being  the  latter  clause 
of  the  4th  section  :  "  to  a  cadet,  one  hundred  and 
forty-four  dollars  per  annum,  and  two  rations  per 
day."  And,  also,  to  insert  in  the  bill  a  new  sec- 
lion,  as  the  fifth,  to  wit : 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  laws 
or  parts  of  laws,  allowing  pay  and  rations  tu  the  cadets 
of  the  Military  Academy,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
repealed,  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  May  next,  and 
that  from  and  afler  the  period  aforesaid  the  cadets  are 
released  from  any  obligation  they  may  be  under  to 
remain  at  said  Academy,  or  in  the  aervice  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes. 

And  the  question  being  taken  to  agree  to  the  said 
amendment,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  27,  nays  116,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Baker, 
Ball,  Blackledge,  Bryan,  Cannon,  Cocke,  Earlc,  Gray, 
Gross  of  New  York,  Hooks,  Hostetter,  Johnson,  Kend- 
all, McCreary,  Metcalf,  Patterson, ,  Philson,  Rhea, 
Ross,  Sawyer,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Tarr,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Walker,  and  Wallace. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Al- 
len of  New  York,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland, 
Archer  of  Virginia,  Baldwin,  Barbour,  Batcman,  Bay- 
ly, Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brevard,  Brush,  Buf- 
fum,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Case,  Clagett, 
Clark,  Cobb,  Cook,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Col- 
breth,  Cnlpeper,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Dane,  Darhng- 
ton,  Davidson,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Edwarda 
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of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Penniylvania,  Edwardx  of 
North  Carolina,  Fay,  Floyd,  Foot,  Ford,  Fuller,  Gar- 
nett,  Gorham,  Groaa  of  New  York,  Guyon,  Hackley, 
Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hemphill, 
Herrick,  Hibahman,  Hill,  Jackson,  Jones  of  Virginia, 
Kinaey,  Kinaley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Little,  Livermorc, 
Maclay,  McCoy,  McCullough,  McLean  of  Kentucky, 
Mallary,  Marchand,  Meigs,   Montgomery,  R.   Moore, 
8.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Morton,  Murray,  Neale,  Nel- 
son of  Massachusetts,   Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton, 
Parker,  of  Massachusetu,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Phelps, 
Pinckney,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Rich,  Richards, 
Richmond,  Ringgold,   Robertson,   Rogers,  Russ,  Ser-  i 
geant,  Shaw,  SUsbee,  Simkins,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  i 
Jersey,   Smith  of  North   Carolina,   Stevens,    Street,  j 
Strong  of  New  York,  Swearingen,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  ^ 
Tyler,   Udree,  Van  Rensselaer,  Warfield,  Wendover,  i 
Williams  of  Virginia,    Williams  of  North  Carolina, 
•nd  Wood. 

Mr.  Foot  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  to  the  4th  section  thereof  the  following 
proviso : 

Provided,  That  no  appointment  of  cadets  in  said 
Academy  shall  be  made  until  the  number  shall  be  re- 
duced to  one  hundred  :  and  from  and  after  that  period 
the  number  of  cadets  in  the  Military  Academy  at 
West  Point  shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  :  And  pro- 
vided  further.  That  each  cadet  shall  be  liable  to  serve 
in  the  Army,  at  least  five  years,  unle-is  dismissed  the 
service  for  misconduct. 

And  the  question  being  taken  to  agree  to  the 
said  proviso,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting  therein  the  following 
section,  as  the  fifth  : 

Sac.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  num- 
ber of  cadets  in  the  Military  Academy  shall  not,  after 
the  first  day  of  May  next,  exceed  one  hundred  ;  and 
that  the  supernumerary  cadets  shall  be  discharged 
from  service,  in  such  manner  as  the  Secretary  of  War 
shall  determine. 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
also  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Cannon  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  therein  the  following  ^ection,  as  the 
fifth,  viz  : 

Sac.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  cadet 
now  in  said  institution,  or  hereafter  admitted,  shall  be 
entitled  to  the  pay  and  rations  allowed  by  law,  unless 
it  ahall  be  made  appear,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  that  the  parents  of  the  cadet  are  una- 
ble to  pay  for  his  support  while  there. 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
also  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  bill  being  further  amended,  Mr.  Cannon 
moved  to  amend  the  fourth  section  thereof  by 
striking  out  the  word  /tto,  contained  in  the  twelftn 
line  of  that  section,  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  inserting 
the  word  one,  so  as  to  reduce  the  cadets  to  one 
ration  per  day  each ;  which  motion  being  nega- 
tived— 

Mr.  JoHNdON  said  he  would  propose  to  strike 
out  that  part  of  the  bill  which  related  to  the  sala- 
ries of  the  officers  of  the  army.  His  reasons  for 
doing  so  he  would  state  in  as  concise  a  manner  as 
he  could.  He  said  he  had  voted  for  the  reduction 
of  the  army  with  a  view  to  retrenchment  and 


economy,  and  that,  from  a  view  to  the  same  prin- 
ciples, he  was  induced  to  make  the  present  motion. 
Two  objects  only,  he  said,  had  been  suggested  for 
the  introduction  of  this  bill :  one  was  to  prevent 
impositions  upon  the  Government,  in  the  commu- 
tation of  rations,  quarters,  forage,  &c.,  the  other 
was  to  save  the  expense  of  some  twelve  or  fifteen 
or  more  clerks  that  were  engaged  in  keeping  these 
commutation  accounts ;  that  he  did  not  conceive 
that  that  part  of  the  bill  was  calculated  to  produce 
any  saving  to  the  Government,  but  would,  in  his 
opinion,  tend  to  increase  rather  than  diminish  the 
expense.     That  he  had  been  led  to  believe  that 
some  system  of  the  kind  proposed  was  necessary 
to  prevent  future  abuses,  and  would  cut  off  much 
expense  to  the  Government ;  that  he  had  therefore 
been  favorable  to  any  plan  which  would  e£fect  a 
beneficial   change.      That  since  the  subject  had 
been  agitated,  he  had  examined  into  it,  and  had 
endeavored  to  understand  it :  that  his  investiga- 
tions and  reflections  had  induced  him  to  believe 
that  the  provisions  of  this  bill  would  produce  a 
very  different  result  from  what  the  movers  of  it 
intended  :  that  the  accounts  for  the  commutations 
of  rations,  quarters,  forage,  dec,  had  been  furnish- 
ed by  the  VVar  Department,  item  by  item,  which 
every  member  of  the  House  had  seen  :  that  he  had 
examined  them,  and  found  no  such  contemplated 
impositions.     He  said  that  whatever  may   have 
happened  in  former  times,  he  felt  well   satisfied 
that,  from  the  clear  manner  in  which  these  ac- 
counts were  now  kept,  and  from    the   strict   ac- 
countability which  was  difl'used   throughout  the 
whole  of  that  department,  impositions  of  that  kind 
could  now  rarely  happen  without  detection,  and 
detection  would  produce  discharge  from  office: 
that  as  to  the  saving  of  clerks,  that  part  of  the 
subject  was  left  where  it  was  before ;  for  by  this 
bill,  said  he,  you  will  allow  transportation  extra, 
and  you  will  also  allow  the  officers  to  have  rations 
at  the  contract  price,  to  be   deducted  from  their 
wages  :  so  that  here  are  the  same  sort  of  accounts 
still  to  be  kept,  for  the  purpose  of  deduction  instead 
of  addition,  which  neither  adds  to  nor  diminishes 
the  labor  ;  so  that  the  second  object  proposed  to  be 
attained,  the  saving  of  the  expense  of  clerks,  is 
also  defeated. 

There  is,  said  he,  another  objection  to  the  pro- 
posed change,  that,  however  well  it  might  look 
on  paper,  or  sound  in  theory,  it  would  operate 
most  unequally  and  unjustly  among  officers  of  the 
same  grade.  For,  example,  said  he,  the  pay  of  a 
colonel  is  900  dollars  per  annum ;  his  rations,  if 
commuted  for  money,  would  amount  to  438  dol- 
lars, making  a  total  of  1,338  dollars  for  pay  and 
rations.  This  bill  proposes  to  give  each  colonel 
SI, 800  per  year,  in  lieu  of  the  present  pay  and  ra- 
tions, &.C.,  except  transportation,  which  is  still 
allowed. 

This  addition  of  near  five  hundred  dollars  was, 
he  presumed,  intended  in  lieu  of  forage,  quarters, 
&c.  Great  portion  of  our  army,  said  he,  are  quar- 
tered on  the  frontier,  where  quarters  are  furnished 
by  the  Government,  and  forage  and  fuel  by  the 
soldiers,  and  does  not  now  cost  the  Governrnent  a 
cent.     Is  there  anv  reason,  then,  for  this  additional 
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pay  to  them?  Certainly  not.  The  same  grade] 
of  officers  stationed  in  the  interior  and  seaport 
towns,  have  necessarily  to  purchase  their  forage, 
fuel,  &c.,  and  the  additional  sum  proposed  may 
not  be  more  than  will  meet  what  they  may  neces- 
sarily expend  on  those  articles.  The  same  argu- 
ment will  apply  to,  and  the  same  results,  said  ne, 
are  applicable  to,  every  other  grade  of  officers  in 
the  army.     The  same  rule  is  fixed  for  all. 

Mr.  J.  said,  for  his  part,  he  could  see  neither 
justice  to  the  officers  nor  saving  to  the  Govern- 
ment from  the  plan  proposed  by  the  sections  he 
wished  stricken  out.  Besides,  you  propose  to  pay 
each  officer  the  same,  whether  he  is  on  furlougn 
or  in  actual  service.  By  the  present  regulations 
of  the  War  Department,  no  officer  on  furlough  is 
entitled  to  either  forage,  fuel,  transportation,  or 
quarters.  Nor  does  he  receive  them  either  in  kind 
or  in  money,  nor  as  many  rations.  Yet  you  give 
all  by  this  bill,  in  service  or  on  furlough. 

Mr.  Johnson  said,  that  the  gentleman  who  had 
reported  this  bill,  (Mr.  Cocke,)  he  understood  to 
say,  that  the  additional  allowances  made  to  the 
different  officers  was  barely  sufficient  for  the  per- 
quisites thus  commuted.  If.  he  said,  it  was  barely 
sufficient  for  the  officers  on  the  outposts,  they  are 
not,  then,  sufficient  for  those  stationed  in  the  in- 
terior and  at  seajwrts.  But,  if  sufficient  for  those 
in  the  interior  and  seaports,  where  every  thing  is 
to  be  purchased  at  the  dearest  rate,  it  is  then  more 
than  sufficient  for  those  stationed  at  the  outposts, 
where  these  things  are  purchased  by  the  soldiers 
and  theGovernment  without  charge,  and  therefore 
operates  unequally  and  unjustly  upon  the  officers 
of  the  Army,  and  against  the  Government.  He 
said  he  believed  the  old  way  the  best,  to  pay  for 
so  much  as  is  necessary,  and  where  necessary,  and 
not  pay  for  it,  whether  necessary  or  not.  He  fur- 
ther said,  that  no  officer  now  was  allowed  for 
forage,  fuel,  nor  any  thing  else,  unless  necessa- 
ry, and  was  actually  used ;  for  such,  he  repeated, 
was  the  accuracy  and  strictness  with  which  that 
department  was  now  administered,  that  no  im- 
proper or  unnecessary  charge  was  now  allowed  or 
paid,  and,  if  attempted,  would  not  escape  the  ani- 
madversion of  the  head  of  the  department. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  had  another  objection  to  this  part 
of  the  bill :  that  it  was  a  novel  attempt  to  convert 
the  military  into  a  civil  department.  The  history 
of  no  country  furnished  an  instance  of  the  kind; 
that  gentlemen  would  acknowledge — it  would  not 
answer  for  a  state  of  war.  So  far  as  he  had  un- 
derstood, there  was  no  complaint  as  to  the  salaries 
of  the  officers.  He  believed  the  pay  to  officers 
was  the  j^ame  now  .as-^n  the  Revolution.  But  if 
the  pay  of  the  officers  is  too  high,  he  would  go 
with  gentlemen  to  reduce  the  wages,  to  reduce  the 
rations,  to  reduce  the  forage,  the  quarters,  and 
every  other  perquisite.  He  could  not  view  the  pre- 
sent proposition  as  effecting  any  reduction ;  and 
from  every  view  he  had  been  able  to  give  the  sub- 
ject, he  saw  no  purpose  to  be  answered  by  that 
part  of  the  bill,  unless  it  were  to  increase  expense, 
to  produce  inequality  in  the  pay  of  officers  of  the 
same  grade,  and  to  convert  the  military  into  a  civil 
establishment.    He  was  the  advocate  of  economy, 


but  nol  that  sort  of  economy  proposed  by  this  bill; 
an  economy  enhancing  expenditure,  and  destroying 
the  system  it  proposed  to  regulate. 

Mr.  J.  said,  that  the  residue  of  the  bill  he  was  in 
favor  of,  because  it  tended  to  lessen  the  expense  of 
the  Military  Academy,  which  was  in  fact  station- 
ary, and  a  civil  establishment,  intended  to  produce 
materials  only  for  war,  not  to  move  in  war  itself; 
and  in  relation  to  which  no  difficulty  existed  in 
commuting  all  perquisites. 

Mr.  J.  said,  in  conclusion,  that,  from  every  con- 
sideration he  had  given  the  subject,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  the  present  plan  of  payment,  under 
the  present  arrangement  and  management  of  the 
department,  was  to  be  greatly  preferred,  in  its 
economy  to  the  Government,  m  its  equality  and 
justice  to  the  officers,  and  as  more  consistent  with 
the  nature  of  military  operations,  to  the  one  pro- 
posed by  the  part  of  the  bill  he  then  moved  to 
strike  out. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  the  bill 
was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

DEATH  OF  WILLIAM  A.  BURWELL.     , 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  then  announced  tne 
death  of  William  A.  Bukwell,  a  member  of  this 
House  from  that  State:  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  order  for  superintending  the  funeral 
of  William  A.  Bcbwell,  deceased,  late  a  Repre- 
sentative from  the  State  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  Nelson,  Mr.  Ranoolph,  Mr.  Newton, 
Mr.  McCoy,  Mr.  Barbour,  Mr.  Tyler,  and  Mr. 
Alexanoer  S.myth,  were  appointed  the  said 
committee. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  members  of  thia 
House   will  testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of 
William  A.  Burwell,  late  one  of  their  body,  by  wear- 
ing crape  on  the  left  arm   for  the  remainder  of  the 
session. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  members  will 
attend  the  funeral  of  the  late  William  A.  Bnrwell,  to- 
morrow at  10  o'clock. 

Ordertd,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
to  notify  them  of  the  death  of  William  A.  Bdr- 
WELL,  late  a  member  of  this  House,  and  that  his 
funeral  will  take  place  to-morrow,  at  10  o'clock, 
A.  M. 

Mr.  Nelson  informed  the  House  that  it  was  the 
wish  of  the  deceased  to  be  interred  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  and  the  attendance  of  the  members  on 
the  funeral  would  not  be  required  beyond  the  lines 
of  the  city. 

And  the  House  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning. 


Satdroay,  February  17. 

The  House  met,  and,  together  with  the  Senate, 
attended  the  funeral  of  the  late  Willaj«  A.  Bdh- 
WELL,  in  the  manner  recommended  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Arrangements  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  and,  having  returned  to  their  Chamber, 
on  motion — 

The  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 
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Monday,  February  19. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  enclosing  the  re- 
turns of  the  election  of  persons  to  represent  that 
State  in  this  House  during  the  Seventeenth  Con- 
gress ;  which  letter  and  returns  were  ordered  to 
Tie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  statement  of  the  precise  amount  of  the  special 
deposites  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  rendered  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of 
this  House  of  the  16th  of  January  last;  which  let- 
ter and  statement  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Wap  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  prevent 
abuses  m  public  contracts ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.     It  is  as  follows : 
Be  it  enacted,  SfC,  That,  from  and  after  the  paa^age 
>  of  this  act,  no  clerk  in  any  departmeDt,  or  other  peraon- 
holding  an  office  under  the  Government  of  the  United 
State*,  shall,  directly  or  indirectly,  himself,  or  by  any 
other  person  in  trast  for  him  or  for  his  use  or  benefit, 
or  on  his  account,  undertake,  execute,  hold,  or  enjoy, 
in  the  whole  or  in  part,  any  contract  or  agreement 
hereafter  to  be  made  or  entered  into  with  any  officer 
of  the  United  States,  on  their  behalf,  or  with  any  per- 
•on  authorized  to  make  contracts  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States ;  and  if  any  clerk  or  person  holding  an 
office  under  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  himsdf  or  by  any  other  person  in 
trust  for  him,  or  for  his  use  or  benefit,  or  on  his  ac- 
count, enter  into,    accept  of,   or  agree  for,  undertake, 
or  execute,  any  such  contract  or  agreement,  on  the 
whole  or  in  part,  every  such  clerk  or  officer  so  offend- 
ing shall,  for  every  like  offence,  upon  convictien  thereof 
before  any  court  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  terri- 
tories thereof,  having  cognizance  of  such  offence,  be 
adjudged  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  fined 
one  thousand  dollars,  and  also  be  deemed  incapable  of 
holding  any  appointment  or  office  under  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States ;  and  every  such  contract 
or  agreement,  as  aforesaid,  shall  moreover  be  absolutely 
void  and  of  no  effect :  Provided,  neverthele9$,  That  in 
all  cases  where  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  shall  have 
been  advanced  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  in 
consideration  of  any  such  contract  or  agreement,  the 
same  shall  be  forthwith  repaid ;  and,  in  case  of  delay 
or  refusal  to  pay  the  same,  when  demanded  by  the 
proper  officer  of  the  department  under  whose  authority 
such  contract  or  agreement  shall  have   been  made  or 
entered  into,  every  such  person  so  delaying  or  refuaing, 
together  with  his  surety  or  sureties,  shall  be  forthwith 
prosecuted  at  law  for  the  recovery  of  any  such  sum  or 
sums  of  money  advanced  a^  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Baldwin  submitted  to  the  House  an  amend- 
ment which  he  intends  to  propose  to  the  bill  to 
regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, when  the  same  shall  come  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House  ;  which  amendment  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Clay,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  pre- 
sent to  the  President  of  the  United  States  the 
resolution  adopted  by  this  House  on  the  10th  in- 
stant, in  relation  to  the  contest  now  carrying  on 
between  Spain  and  her  South  American  colonies, 
reported — 


That  the  committee  had  according  to  order  presented 
the  resolution  to  the  President ;  that  the  President  as- 
sured the  committee  that,  in  common  with  the  people 
of  the  United  States  and  the  House  of  Representatives, 
he  felt  great  interest  in  the  success  of  the  provinces  of 
Spanish  America  which  are  struggling  to  establish 
their  freedom  and  independence  ;  and  that  be  would 
take  the  resolution  into  deliberate  consideration,  with 
the  most  perfect  respect  for  the  distinguished  body  from 
which  it  had  emanated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  provision  by  law  for  the  reim- 
bursement to  the  Planters'  Bank  of  New  Orleans, 
of  certain  advances  made  by  it  upon  pay  rolls  of 
the  Army. 

Mr.  Clay  accompanied  the  above  resolution 
with  sundry  documents  in  support  of  the  claim  of 
the  said  bank  ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

PAY  OF  ARMY  OFFICERS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  fix  and  equalize  the  pay  of  the  officers  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States  ;  when — 

Mr.  Case  moved  further  to  amend  the  said  bill, 
by  striking  out  the  fourth  section  thereof,  and  in- 
serting the  following  sections  in  its  stead,  viz : 

Sic.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  there  be 
paid  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Military  Academy, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars  per  annum  ;  to  the 
professor  of  natural  and  experimental  philoeophy,  one 
thousand  six  hundred  dollars  ;  to  his  assistant,  nine 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ;  to  the  professor  of  mathe- 
matics, one  thousand  six  hundred  dollars ;  to  bis  as- 
sistant, nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  to  the  professor 
of  engineering  and  mUitary  tactics,  one  thousand  six 
hundred  dollars ;  to  his  assistant,  nine  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars ;  to  the  chaplain  and  professor  of  geog- 
raphy, history,  and  ethics,  one  thousand  six  hundred 
dollars ;  to  the  teacher  of  the  French  language,  nine 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  to  the  teacher  of  drawing, 
nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  to  the  master  of  the 
sword,  five  hundred  dollars ;  to  each  cadet,  one  hundred 
and  forty-four  dollars  and  two  rations ;  Provided,  al- 
wayt,  That  whenever  the  place  of  residence  of  a  cadet 
shall  be  at  a  greater  distance  than  one  hundred  miles 
from  said  Academy,  he  shall  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of 
twelve  cents  and  a  half  per  mile  for  his  travelling  ex- 
penses in  going  to,  and  returning  from,  said  Academy  ; 
first  deducting  from  the  distance  travelled  one  hundred 
miles,  and  allowing  for  no  more  than  once  going  and 
returning. 

Stc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enactedt  That  no  more 
cadets  shall  be  admitted  in  said  Academy  until  the 
number  shall  be  reduced  by  the  annual  graduation  to 
one  hundred  and  ninety,  and  that  after  that  period  no 
greater  number  of  cadets  shall  be  educated  at  the  same 
time  in  said  Academy. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  select- 
ing the  cadets  for  said  Academy,  one  shall  be  taken 
from  each  Congressional  district,  one  from  the  District 
of  Columbia  and  one  from  each  territory,  provided  that 
application  be  made  to  the  Secretary  of  War  from  the 
respective  districts  before  the  time  for  filling  the  vacan- 
cies has  arrived  ;  and  in  case  there  should  be  no  appH- 
cation  from  any  one  or  more  districts,  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  Secretary  of  War  to  select  a  cadet  or  cadets 
from  the  other  districts  from  which  applications  for 
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admission  in  said  .Academy  have  been  made,  until  the 
whole  numl>er  of  cadets  shall  amount  to  one  hundred 
and  ninety. 

Sic.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  other  per- 
sons than  cadets,  of  a  suitable  age,  (not  exceeding  in 
number  one  hundred,)  who  may  be  desirous  of  being 
instructed  in  said  Academy,  shall  be  permitted  so  to 
be,  OB  making  application  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for 
that  purpose :  Provided,  That  they  conform  in  all 
things  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  said  institution, 
and  submit  to  the  discipUne  of  said  Academy,  in  all 
respects  as  if  they  were  cadets,  and  support  themselves 
at  their  own  expense  during  the  term  of  their  education. 

Sic.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  super- 
intenderft  and  each  of  the  professors  of  said  Academy 
shall  be  permitted  to  reside,  during  the  time  be  shall 
be  employed  as  aforesaid,  in  said  Academy,  in  such 
one  of  the  public  buddings  as  the  Secretary  of  War 
may  designate,  rent  free. 

Mr.  Cannon  moved  to  amend  this  amendment 
by  striking  out  the  rations,  with  the  view  of  add- 
ing in  lieu  of  them  a  certain  sum  to  the  annual 
allowance  in  money. 

This  motion  was  negatived ;  and  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Ca.se,  being  supported  by  himself  and  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Cocke,  the  question  was  taken  on 
agreeing  thereto,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  proposed  the 
amendment  to  the  bill  indicated  by  him  on  Friday 
last,  to  strike  out  the  whole  of  the  bill  except  that 
part  which  relates  to  the  Military  Academy. 

This  motion  was  negatived  without  debate. 

Mr.  Cannon,  expressing  his  regret  at  havin<T 
failed  in  his  several  motions  to  amend  this  bill, 
said  he  would  make  one  other  effort.  He,  there- 
fore moved  to  amend  the  part  relating  to  the  pay 
of  the  cadets,  so  as  to  allow  them  ninety-six  dol- 
lars per  annum  instead  of  one  hundred  and  forty- 
four  dollars,  as  proposed  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  Cannon  said,  he  would  not  have  brought 
this  subject  before  the  House  by  an  amendment  to 
the  bill  now  under  consideration,  only  for  the  cir- 
cumstance that  it  could  not  be  brought  up  in  any 
other  way  during  the  present  session.  Tne  com- 
mittee to  whom  it  had  been  referred  had  not  yet 
made  a  report,  and,  when  made,  would  not  prob- 
ably be  in  time  to  be  finally  acted  on  ;  and,  in  ad- 
dition to  this,  the  bill  before  the  House  contains 
provisions  regulating  the  pay  of  the  teachers,  pro- 
fessors, and  cadets,  of  this  Academy ;  therefore,  he 
thought  this  the  most  proper  time,  and  the  only 
opportunity  that  would  be  afforded,  to  try  the  sense 
of  the  House,  which  he  wished  to  see  expressed  on 
the  subject.  He  said,  the  amendment  he  had  of- 
fered did  not  contemplate  the  discontinuance  of 
this  Academy,  but,  if  adopted  by  the  House,  would 
lessen  the  public  expenditure  on  it  very  much. 
The  Academy,  and  the  teachers  and  professors 
employed  in  it,  would  still  be  supported  out  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  but  the  cadets 
would  not  receive  the  endrmous  pay  and  emolu- 
ments they  had  done  heretofore.  He  thought  the 
amendment  he  had  offered  went  far  enough,  and, 
indeed,  farther  than  he  would  go,  was  it  entirely 
left  to  him,  for  he  would  not  give  one  dollar  out  of 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  for  its  support. 


I  or  that  of  anv  other  institution  conducted  on  the 

i  same  principles.     He  had  always  thought  that  the 

i  principles  of  equality  were  amongst  the  best  prin- 

I  ciples  maintained   in   our   Government.     Rqunl 

liberty,  equal  rights,  and  equal  privileges,  should 

always  be  maintained  to  the  utmost  extent  by  the 

j  Congress  of  the  United  States ;  and  when  peculiar 

I  favor  is  .shown,  or  peculiar  privileges  and  emolu- 

I  ments  granted,  it  ought  to  be  done  only  on  the 

j  ground   of  peculiar  merit.     But,  sir,  I   ask   this 

House  to  reflect  and  consider  what  we  are  doing 

,  by  maintaining  this  establishment,  and  paying  to 

I  the  sonb  of  rich  men  the  amount  of  ^372  per 

year,  besides   some  other  emoluments.     This  is 

the  amount  that  has  been  heretofore  allowed,  in 

Eay  and  rations,  to  250  boys  or  young  men  that  may 
ave  this  peculiar  favor  oestowed  on  them  by  the 
I  President  of  the  United   States  or  Secretary  of 
War,  which  amounts  to  nothing  more  or  less  than 
giving  to  these  Departments  of  the  Government 
not  less  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  (the 
amount  expended  on  this  institution  heretofore,  in- 
cluding the  pay  of  teachers,  professors,  dtc.,)  to  be 
distributed  among  their  peculiar  favorites,  or  their 
sons,  or  relatives.     I  am  unwilling  to  continue 
this  kind  of  patronage  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
;  ted  States  and  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  to  give  it 
to  any  other  person  ;  and  this  is  not  all,  sir :  these 
cadets  are  generally  the  sons  of  your  heads  of  De- 
partments, members  of  Congress,  Governors  of 
States,  officers  of  the  Arrav  and  Navy,  and  other 
public  characters;  men  of  wealth  and  influence, 
on  whom  you  are  not  only  so  lavishly  bestowing 
the  people's  money,  but  are  doing  what  is  worse, 
I  if  possible ;  you  afterwards  give  commissions  in 
your  Army  and  Navy  in  pre^rence  to,  and  to  the 
!  utter  exclusion  of,  evenr  other  person  in  the  United 
I  States,  who  is  not  so  fortunate  as  to  be  made  one 
of  this  privileged  order,  but  who  has  been  educated 
at  the  expense  of  his  parents  or  the  sweat  of  his 
own  brow.    No  matter  what  their  merits  may  be ; 
no  matter  how  much  military  science,  or  however 
well  qualified,  they  are  all  excluded  from  being  of- 
ficers, to  give  place  to  these  favorites;  and  if  they 
enter  your  service  at  all,  it  must  be  as  ])rivate  sol- 
diers, to  be  "  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water," 
for  these  highly  favored  few.     Is  this,  I  ask  you, 
sir,  consistent  with  the  plain  principles  of  a  Re- 
publican Government?     I  say  it  is  not.     Let  your 
offices  be  left  free  and  open  to  all  who  may  wish 
to  obtain  them  by  fair  and  honorable  competition, 
on  the  ground  of  superior  merit  alone.     I  object  to 
the  patronage  that  is  afforded  by  this  institution. 
I  also  object  to  this  mode  of  bestowing  favor  where 
there  is  no  merit ;  and  teaching,  at  tne  public  ex- 
pense, persons,  not  only  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
them  commissions  in  the  Army,  but  also  leading 
them  on  to  be  your  rulers  and  governors  in  the  end. 
The  circumstance  of  giving  these  cadets  a  prefer- 
ence to  the  commissions  in  the  Army,  he  said,  was 
calculated  to  put  down  all  spirit  of  emulation  to 
acquire  military  science  in  all  the  other  literary  in- 
stitutions in  the  United  States,  as  well  as  amongst 
the  militia  officers. 

What  encouragement,  he  asked,  could  any  young 
man  have,  to  acquire  military  science,  who  is  not 
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made  one  of  this  "  privileged  order  ?"  Or  what 
iaducemeDt^>  are  held  out  to  the  officers  of  the 
militia  to  improve  in  military  science,  so  long 
as  these  highly  favored  cadets  are  to  hold  of  right 
all  the  commissions  of  vour  Army  ?  You  keep 
out  all  others  to  give  places  to  them.  But,  sir, 
withdraw  your  support  from  this  aristocratic  insti- 
tution, and  abandon  this  system  of  keeping  up  a 
privileged  order  in  our  country,  and  military  sci- 
ence will,  I  have  no  doubt,  soon  become  a  part  of 
the  instruction  at  other  academies  and  colleges  in 
the  United  States.  He  said,  if  he  was  correctly 
informed,  there  was  an  institution  now  in  exist- 
ence in  the  State  of  Vermont,  (he  alluded  to  the 
school  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Partridge,) 
where  every  branch  of  military  science  was  taught 
to  the  same  perfection  that  it  was  at  West  Point, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  that  it  would  be  sufficient  to 
furnish  the  Army  with  plenty  of  officers,  could 
they  have  a  preference  given  them,  without  the 
expenditure  of  the  public  money  to  qualify  them. 
I  am  in  favor,  said  he,  of  military  science,  when 
taught  on  any  general  plan  that  will  diffuse  it 
among  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  and  I  am  op- 
posed to  this  kind  of  science  being  confined  to  a 
few,  as  is  the  case,  in  regard  to  the  course  hereto- 
fore pursued.  He  denied  the  right  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  appropriate  the  people's  money 
to  any  such  partial  purposes.  I  will  admit,  said 
he,  that  benefits  are  derived  from  this  institution 
to  all  those  who  obtain  so  much  of  the  favor  of 
the  Executive  as  to  get  their  sons  not  only  educa- 
ted at  the  public  expense,  but  receive  large  sums  of 
money  besides,  as  a  bounty. 

This  benefit,  I  have  no  doubt,  is  generally  be- 
stowed on  the  rich  ;  the  poor  never  have  nor  never 
will  obtain  much  of  it ;  and  he  did  not  know  that 
it  added  much  to  the  science  of  the  country  in 
general ;  for  those  persons  who  had  their  sons  edu- 
cated at  this  academy,  at  the  public  expense,  were 
generally  able  to  give  them  an  education  at  their 
own  expense,  and  would  do  so  if  deprived  of  this 
privilege,  which  enabled  them  only  to  save  the 
expense  they  would  otherwise  incur,  and  lay  up 
something  besides  out  of  the  pay  given  the  cadets. 
This  institution  was  first  set  on  foot,  said  Mr.  C, 
in  the  year  1802,  when  only  ten  cadets  were  al- 
lowed to  be  kept  there;  and  this  continued  to  be 
the  whole  number  until  the  year  1812,  (about  the 
time  the  declaration  of  war  took  place,)  when  the 
number  of  the  cadets  was  increased  to  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  the  present  number  allowed  by  law, 
with  the  pay  of  sixteen  dollars  per  month,  and  two 
rations  each ;  some  other  emoluments  have  been 
allowed,  he  believed,  besides.  Thus  it  has  crept 
along,  in  the  shade  of  executive  and  legislative 
patronage,  about  eighteen  years,  without  any  in- 
quiries having  been  made  respecting  the  amount 
of  public  money  expended  on  it,  or  the  people  of 
the  United  States  knowing  much  about  the  policy 
or  principles  it  i<  calculated  to  promote.  He  be- 
lieved he  could  venture  to  say  that  the  people 
knew  very  little  about  this  Military  Academy  ;  nor 
had  they  generally  enjoyed  much  of  its  benefits, 
notwithstanding  the  vast  amount  of  their  money 
that  has  been  expended  to  keep  it  up.    He  had 


no  doubt  but  that  the  heads  of  the  departments  of 
the  Government,  the  members  of  Congress,  and 
their  particular  friends,  had  enjoyed  a  very  large 
share  of  the  benefits  resulting  from  this  mode  of 
expending  the  public  money.  Establish  a  few 
more  institutions  of  the  same  character,  and  what 
is  the  consequence  ?  Why,  sir,  it  must  be  to  take 
the  Government  out  of  the  hands  of  the  people. 
And,  if  it  is  so  important  that  you  should  educate 
officers  for  your  regular  Army  at  public  expense,  it 
is  equally  as  important  to  educate  persons  at  pub- 
lic expense  to  fill  all  the  other  departments  oi  the 
Government ;  and,  by  the  same  rule,  when  you 
establish  those  institutions,  you  must  exclude  all 
who  are  not  admitted  to  be  educated  there  from  a 
participation,  or  even  a  chance  of  obtaining  those 
offices.  Sir,  I  have  said,  on  a  former  occasion,  it 
was  an  aristocracy  ;  and  I  repeat  it  to  be  one,  of 
the  rankest  order,  not  only  that  ever  existed  in  this 
Government,  but  that  ever  existed  in  any  known 
Government  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  I  have  re- 
peatedly challenged  the  supporters  of  this  institu- 
tion to  meet  me  on  this  point,  and  show  its  Re- 
publican features  ;  but  they  have  not  as  yet  under- 
taken it,  nor  is  it  in  their  power  to  controvert  the 
facts  I  have  stated  to  the  House. 

Gentlemen  misunderstand  me  when  they  sup- 
pose that  I  am  opposed  to  the  encouragement  of 
military  science.  If  they  will  only  take  the  trou- 
ble to  examine  the  provisions  of  a  bill  I  have  re- 
ported to  the  House,  (by  the  direction  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  subject  of  militia,)  they  will  find  I 
am  in  favor  of  diffusing  military  science  through- 
out the  whole  United  States,  not  only  to  extend 
it  to  every  State  and  Territory,  but  equally  to 
every  brigade,  regiment,  and  even  to  every  cap- 
tain's company.  They  will  there  see  a  plan  pro- 
posed annually  to  teacn  and  instruct  60,000  (being 
the  whole  number  of  the  militia  officers  of  the 
United  Slates,  of  every  grade)  in  all  the  duties 
necessary  for  a  state  of  war ;  and  that,  too,  on 
principles  of  republicanism,  on  principles  consis- 
tent with,  and  congenial  to,  the  free  principles  of 
our  own  Government.  This  was,  he  said,  a  great 
system,  for  it  was  calculated  to  diffuse  military 
science  throughout  the  whole  United  States,  and 
to  extend  it  equally  to  every  militia  officer.  This 
system  has  been  objected  to,  in  conversation  and 
out  of  doorf,  because  it  will  cost  too  much  ;  but  if 
the  House  should,  in  the  course  of  the  session,  in- 
dulge him  so  far  as  to  take  up  the  bill  he  had  re- 
ferred to,  he  would  show,  by  arithmetical  calcula- 
tion, that  this  system  to  extend  military  science  to 
the  whole  militia  of  the  United  States  would  cost 
less  than  $500,000  annually,  a  sum  not  much 
greater  than  was  required  to  maintain,  in  the  regu- 
lar service,  one  regiment,  and  only  five  times  the 
amount  expended  at  this  Military  Academy  ;  the 
sum  he  had  stated  he  could  show  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  encamp  the  whole  militia  officers  of  the 
United  States  one  we^k,  for  instruction,  in  each 
year,  and  pay  them  their  full  pay,  as  though  they 
were  in  service,  also  provide  them  with  rations. 
His  course  was  to  retrench  the  expenses  of  this 
Military  Academy,  in  order  to  enable  us  better  to 
adopt  the  system  ne  had  alludexl  to. 
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But,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  we  keep  up  a  Military 
Academy  at  the  public  expense,  for  whose  bene- 
fit should  it  be  maintained  )   I  say,  sir,  it  ought  to 
be  for  the  benefit  of  the  orphan  of  him  who  has 
fallen  in  defence  of  his  country;  but  they  have 
not  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  this  institution,  nor  ever 
can,  until  you  change  your  laws  on   the  subject. 
I  hold  the  doctrine  that  there  is  an  obligation  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  to  support  the  widow 
and  orphan  of  those  who  have  fallen  in  its  defence, 
until  they  are  able  to  protect  and  support  them- 
selves ;  but  what  have  you  done  for  them  ?  Why. 
sir,  you  have  turned  them  off  at  the  age  of  five 
years ;    they  are  driven  from  the  door  of  your 
bounty,  to  starve  or  be  supported  and  protected  by 
their  friends,  or  the  society  of  their  neighborhoods, 
to  give  place  to  these  favorites — this  privileged  or- 
der, composed  of  the  sons  of  the  wealthy,  who 
never  fought  in  your  defence.     This  is  what  we 
are  doing;  and  I  beg  gentlemen  to  reflect,  and 
look  at  the  course  they  are  pursuing.    I  am  indeed 
glad  that  the  orphans  of  those  whose  blood  has 
been  shed  in  defence  of  our  liberty  have  been  taken 
notice  of  by  Congress ;  but  let  us  see  what  it  is 
we  have  done  for  the  family  of  a  poor  soldier  whose  I 
life  has  been  sacrificed  on  the  altar  of  our  liberties,  I 
and  has  left  in  our  charge  a  wife  and  nine  help-  i 
less  children.     We  have,  it  is  true,  allowed  them  I 
half  pay  for  five  years,  amounting,  in  the  whole 
period,  to  $240  :  this  is  all  you  have  done  to  sup-  \ 
port  this  whole  family,  of  ten  times  in  number, 
for  five  years,  while  you  give  a  much  larger  sum 
to  support  the  son  of  a  rich  man,  who  never  shoul- 
dered a  gun  in  the  defence  of  his  country,  one  ! 
year,  as  a  cadet  at  this  Military  Academy.     You  1 
nave  given  each  of  the  orphans  I  have  alluded  to  I 
only  forty  cents  per  month  for  support,  while  you  i 
give  a  cadet  thirty-one  dollars  per  month  in  pay  ' 
and  rations  for  his  support. 

You  have  given  your  orphans  only  four  dollars  ' 
and  eighty  cents  each  year. 

And  have  given  your  cadets  three  hundred  and 
seventy-two  dollars  each  year.  j 

You  have  given  your  orphans  only  twenty-four  1 
dollars  each,  in  the  whole  five  years.  | 

And  have  given  your  cadets  one  thousand  eight  I 
hundred  and  sixty  dollars  each  in  the  same  period,  | 
in  pay  and  rations,  besides  other  emoluments  that  | 
are  not  taken  into  view  in  the  above  estimate.        1 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask  you,  and  I  ask  every  mem-  ! 
ber  of  this  House,  if  this  looks  as  if  we  had  been 
governed  either  by  the  principle  of  justice  or  equal- 
ity. No,sir,wehaveabandonedthemlongsince,and  i 
pay  no  regard  to  them  whatever,  for  the  purpose  of  i 
creating  and  supporting  this  odious  aristocracy.    1  ; 
have  found  great  difficulty  in  even  obtaining  an 
inquiry  respecting  it,  and   I  fear  it  will  be  still 
more  difficult  to  put  it  down.    I  fear  the  anticipa- 
tions of  a  very  respectable  and  intelligent  cor- 
respondent of  mine  will  be  realized,  who,  after 
speaking  of  the  course  I  have  heretofore  pursued, 
and  am  now  pursuing,  in  regard  to  this  institu- 
tion, in  terms  of  approbation  has  said,  "  he  feared 
all  my  exertions  would  be  unavailing,  because  it 

Lves  patronage  to  all  the  members  of  Congress." 
sir,  it  is  too  true :  it  does  give  patronage  to 
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the  members  of  this  House  and  of  the  Senate,  as 
well  as  the  Executive  and  heads  of  Departments, 
for  it  is  them,  and  their  particular  friends,  who 
enjoy  the  whole  benefits  of  this  vast  expenditure 
of  the  public  money ;  nor  do  I  believe  they  will 
unite  with  me  in  reducing  the  expenditure  of  the 
public  money  on  it  until  forced  to  do  so  by  their 
constituents,  who  will  remain  silent  on  this  sub- 
ject just  so  long  as  they  are  kept  in  ignorance. 
This  has  been  the  case  heretofore,  I  have  no  doubt; 
but  the  people  generally  have  known  little  or  no- 
thing about  the  principles  on  which  it  was  con- 
ducted, nor  the  effect  it  is  calculated  to  produce 
in  our  Government.  But,  sir,  so  far  as  it  is  in  my 
power  to  give  the  people  of  the  United  States  in- 
formation, they  shall  have  it,  on  this  subject  as 
well  as  on  all  others.  It  is  their  right  to  know 
the  purposes  to  which  you  appropriate  their  money; 
and  they  ought  to  know  and  understand  truly  the 
principles  on  which  we  legislate.  1  deny  that 
any  public  benefit  whatever  is  derived  from  this 
Military  Academy.  Your  Army  would  be  as  well 
filled  with  officers  without  it  as  it  was  with  it — 
perhaps  better — and  with  an  equal  portion  of  mil- 
itary science.  Put  down  this  aristocracy,  this 
way  of  monopolizing  the  offices  in  the  Army,  and 
leave  them  free  and  accessible  to  all,  on  the 
ground  of  merit  alone,  and  you  will  always  find 
a  sufficient  number  who  will  qualify  themselves 
in  order  to  obtain  them.  But,  so  long  as  you  keep 
up  this  system  of  giving  such  bounty  without  re- 
gard to  merit — this  system  of  a  kind  of  hereditary 
succession  to  offices  irom  which  all  others  are  ex- 
cluded, you  suppress  and  discourage  every  possible 
motive  in  others  to  obtain  the  qualifications  requi- 
site to  fill  those  offices.  Such  a  course  is  calcu- 
lated in  the  end  to  sap  the  very  foundation  of  our 
liberties,  and  will  not,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing, be  supported  by  the  people  in  any  part  of  the 
United  States,  when  they  fairly  examine  and  prop- 
erly understand  the  effects  that  it  is  calculated  to 
produce  in  our  Government. 

Mr.  Warfield  replied  to  Mr.  Cannon,  and,  the 
question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Cannon's  motion,  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative,  70  to  31. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  without  a  division. 

PUBLIC  LAND  DEBT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crowell  the  several  orders 
of  the  day  were  postponed,  in  order  to  take  up  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  certain  pur- 
chasers of  public  lands ;  and  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  said 
bill. 

Some  time  was  spent  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill,  in  the  course  of  which  Mr.  Crowell 
made  some  remarks  in  favor  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Mc- 
Coy, and  Mr.  Allen,  of  Tennessee,  against  it, 
and  Mr.  Woon,  rather  in  doubt  on  the  subject 

i  than  in  opposition  to  the  bill.  Mr.  Campbell, 
Mr.  Anderson,  Mr.  Hendricks,  and  Mr.  Cook, 
suggested  and  supported  the  propriety  of  the  Com- 
mittee's rising  and  obtaining  leave  to  sit  again,  it 
being  obvious  that  the  House  had  prematurely  en- 

;  tered  on  the  subject,  and  were  not  prepared  to  act 
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upon  it.  [There  were  barely  a  hundred  members 
in  the  House,  many  being  absent,  attending  the 
argument  on  the  great  question  this  day  argued  in 
the  Supreme  Court.] 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Tennessee,  observed,  that  he  was 
in  favor  of  the  motion  made  by  his  honorable 
friend  from  Virginia,  to  strike  out  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  before  the  Committee,  and  would 
be  glad  to  see  the  first  section  go  with  it,  being  op- 
posed to  the  principle  entire. 

Sir,  said  he,  before  I  can  agree  to  part  with  as 
much  of  the  public  revenue  as  is  contemplated  to 
be  thrown  away  by  this  bill,  I  must  be  better  sat- 
isfied that  the  objwts  upon  whom  it  is  to  be  be- 
stowed deserve  it.  If  the  people  learn  that  debts 
can  be  paid  with  petitions  and  fair  stories,  you 
will  soon  have  your  table  crowded.  The  next  ap- 
plication will  be  from  those  who  have  completed 
their  payments,  asking  Congress  to  refund  as  much 
as  will  place  them  on  an  equality  with  those  now 
to  be  relieved.  Numbers  have  already  forfeited, 
and  thought  themselves  well  out  of  a  bad  bargain 
at  that;  but,  have  they  not  a  fair  claim  on  having 
returned  to  them  all  that  was  paid,  if  you  cancel 
the  contract  and  prevent  such  an  occurrence  with 
others.  Sir,  if  we  begin  the  work  either  with  a 
view  of  doing  justice,  or  an  act  of  beneficence, 
there  is  no  point  at  which  we  can  stop  without 
greater  cause  of  complaint.  At  this  time  the  Gov- 
ernment is  under  no  obligation  or  promise,  directly 
or  indirectly,  to  meddle  at  all  in  this  matter ;  but, 
advance  one  step  in  changing  the  contracts  of 
these  people,  and,  by  a  legislative  interference, 
alter  the  relation  between  debtor  and  creditor,  and 
you  will  have  to  go  the  whole  length ;  nothing 
short  of  the  land,  in  their  own  way,  and  at  their 
own  price,  will  suit  them.  We  are  told  there  is 
not  money  in  the  country  to  pay  this  enormous 
debt,  and  to  attempt  exacting  it  is  requiring  from 
the  people  who  owe  it  impossibilities.  Not  so,  Mr. 
Chairman.  Let  them  alone,  and  the  existing  laws 
will  set  the  matter  right ;  in  five  years,  the  Govern- 
ment will  either  have  the  money  or  the  land  ;  and 
the  situation  of  him  who  has  had  the  worst  of  it — 
if  you  please,  forfeited  his  claim  to  the  land  on 
which  he  has  paid  something — still  his  situation 
is  preferable  to  that  of  all  others  who  went  in 
debt  for  property  when  every  thing  run  high,  and, 
as  it  were,  was  at  a  bubble  price,  which  bursted 
round  him  before  pay  day  came.  The  purchaser 
of  public  land  under  existing  laws  is  relieved  from 
debt  by  forfeiting  a  bad  bargain,  losing  only  one- 
fourth,  or  the  sum  paid  in  advance,  often  in  that 
way  advantageously  getting  out  of  a  bad  bargain. 
But,  between  individuals,  the  last  farthing  must 
be  paid,  whatever  may  have  been  the  loss  upon 
the  purchase;  and  in  every  part  of  the  country 
you  may  find  men  that  have  purchased  property 
that  would  not  now  sell  for  half  the  sum  given 
for  it.  No  relinquishment  for  them  ;  no  cancellint*- 
the  contract,  or  compounding  with  creditors,  as 
long  as  there  is  any  thing  found  to  make  the  money 
out  of,  although  tne  money  for  which  the  debt  was 
raised  will  not  satisfy  one-tenth  part  thereof  under 
an  execution.  What  has  that  class  of  debtors  done 
to  prevent  their  sharing  in  this  benevolent  act  of 


grace?  Have  they  no  part  in  the  common  stock 
about  to  be  distributed  1  We  have  the  same  right 
to  relieve  the  one  as  the  other ;  the  difference  is 
only  between  giving  money  out  of  the  Treasury 
and  perraittmg  that  to  be  withheld  which  ought 
to  be  there.  I  know  of  no  class  of  men  who  have 
less  claim  upon  the  paternal  indulgence  or  gra- 
cious favor  of  the  Government  than  most  of  the 
purchasers  of  public  land — I  mean  that  portion 
most  clamorous  for  relief,  and  the  most  to  be  bene- 
fited by  this  bill.  They  associated  themselves  in 
companies,  with  all  the  money  the  banks  (with 
whom  they  were  mostly  connected)  could  lend, 
and  at  the  auction  sales  put  down  all  competition 
from  actual  settlers ;  the  prudent  man's  home  was 
bought  over  his  head,  at  a  price  he  could  not  give 
for  It.  It  is  now  in  the  hands  of  one  of  these  spec- 
ulators, who  has  other  lands  adjoining.  Will  vou 
pass  a  law  that  permits  him  to  keep  it  by  a  relin- 
quishment of  other  bad  bargains,  thus  avoiding 
the  payment  of  a  price  which  deterred  the  occu- 
pant from  buying?  Certainly  nothing  is  more 
unjust. 

Such  is  the  effect  intended  to  be  produced  by 
the  first  section  of  this  bill,  going  to  make  the 
Government  insure  a  profit  to  him  who  bids  high- 
est, and  a  party  with  him,  in  fact,  in  a  fraud  prac- 
tised on  others  by  a  show  of  price  never  intended 
to  be  paid.  Could  any  scheme  be  invented  more 
effectually  to  suit  the  purpose  of  those  who  were 
determined  to  have  the  choice  that  they  have  had, 
and,  after  selecting  and  buying  all  they  wanted, 
and  effectually  trying  the  market,  and  finding 
what  could  be  made  out  of  the  speculation,  we 
must  play  to  their  hand,  and  secure  to  them  ail 
that  is  profitable,  and  relieve  them  from  that  which 
is  not.  I  don't  know  who  would  not  buy  landN 
under  these  circumstances. 

Sir,  I  am  aware  that  these  remarks  do  not  ap- 
ply to  all  the  purchasers  of  public  land,  and  that 
many  actual  settlers  will  find  great  difficulty  in 
making  payment ;  but  they  never  would  have 
thought  of  coming  here  with  such  a  demand  as 
this  bill  embraces  had  they  not  been  encouraged 
by  that  knowing  class  which  depends  on  manage- 
ment to  get  relieved,  and  out  of  the  toils  they  had 
intended  for  others.  I  do  not  believe  that  many 
of  the  actual  settlers  on  tracts  purchased  alone  for 
cultivation  are  goinc;  to  forfeit  their  lands,  not- 
withstanding all  we  have  heard  said.  They  have 
carefully  laid  up  every  dollar  that  they  have  been 
able  to  lay  their  hands  on  since  the  purchase ;  the 
sura  lacking  they  can  procure  at  a  trifling  sacri- 
fice, which  they  are  content  to  make.  The  land 
forfeited  will  be  by  the  speculator,  whose  only  de- 
pendence was  on  making  sales  to  meet  the  pur- 
chase money.  If  he  has  been  disappointed,  has  he 
any  right  to  call  on  the  whole  community  to  bear 
his  loss  ?  No ;  no  more  than  they  would  have 
had  to  share  his  profit,  had  his  expectations  been 
realized.  Let  us  not  direct  all  our  sympathy  to 
one  particular  class  of  traders ;  others  are  looking 
on.  The  sufferers  in  the  late  war  remember  how 
coldly  many  of  them  have  been  treated  here,  who 
in  their  favor  could  plead  that  their  loss  grew  out 
of  acts  of  the  Government  over  which  they  had 
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no  control.    What  will  they  say  at  this  display  of 
beneficence  towards  those  who  only  have  them-  | 
selves  to  blame?  j 

If  sympathy  and  feeling  are  permitted  to  guide  ! 
us  in  legislating  for  the  Union,  have  the  purchasers  [ 
of  the  public  land  any  right  to  the  exclusive  exer-  i 
cise  of  it  ?    I  think  not ;  and,  in  making  this  de-  ' 
mand,  their  friends  have  inconsiderately  defeated  | 
an  object,  that  might  have  been  attained,  by  go-  , 
ing  too  far,  and  asking  too  much ;  for,  whatever  | 
might  have  been  my  course  towards  them  in  times 
of  peculiar  difficulty  like  the  present,  had  their  ap- 
plication been  confined  to  an  extension  of  time 
only,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  what  they 
now  claim  is  unreasonable,  and  has  put  me  on  my 
guard  against  doing  any  thing  that  encourages  de* ' 
mands  that  must  lead  to  a  total  abolition  of  the  \ 
whole  debt.    Before  we  be^in  this  gracious  act, 
would  it  not  be  well  to  inquire  whose  money  it  is  ; 
we  are  bestowing  away,  and  think  of  an  old  max- 
im, which  teaches  us  to  be  just  before  we  are  gen- 
erous ? 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Andersok  the  Committee  I 
ro&e,  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  I 
again.  j 

REDUCTION  OF  SALARIES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Culbreth,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  to  take  into  consideration  the  bill 
for  a  general  reduction  of  the  salaries  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Government. 

The  bill  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Cllbreth  stated  that  the  Committee  had 
been  influenced  by  different  considerations  in  agree- 
ing to  the  report ;  but  that,  for  himself,  he  had  been 
influenced  by  the  single  consideration  whether  the 
salaries  in  the  several  cases  embraced  by  the  bill 
are  or  are  not  at  present  more  than  sufficient. 
Where  he  thought  them  no  more  than  sufficient  he 
had  voted  against  their  reduction,  and  for  their 
reduction  where  he  thought  them  otherwise.  j 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  with  the  con- 
sideration of  the  details  of  the  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kinsey,  after  a  considerable 
ctebate  on  the  merits  of  the  Patent  Office,  its  duties, 
(Sec,  that  part  of  the  bill  which  proposes  to  reduce 
the  salary  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Patent  Office  to  five 
hundred  dollars  per  annum,  was  stricken  out. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livermore,  the  part  of  the 
bill  which  proposes  to  reduce  the  salary  of  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Patent  Office  to  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  was  also  stricken  out. 

A  motion,  by  Mr.  Sergeant,  was  under  con- 
sideration for  excluding  the  Librarian's  compensa- 
tion from  the  proposed  reduction  ;  when  the  Com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  Livermore  moved  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittee  of  the  VV^hole  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill,  and  to  lay  it  on  the  table ;  but  the  ' 
motion  was  negatived,  63  to  4S. 


Tuesday,  February  20. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  memorial  of  Joseph  Pear- 
son, Thomas  Law,  and  Daniel  Carroll  of  Dud- 


dington,  proprietors  of  a  large  amount  of  retl 
property  in  the  City  of  Washington,  complaining 
of  the  conduct  of  the  corporate  authorities  in  the 
said  city,  and  of  the  exorbitant  amount  of  taxes 
levied  and  collected  by  them,  and  praying  that 
further  provisions  may  oe  enacted  by  Congress  up- 
on the  subject  of  the  imposition  and  collection  of 
taxes  in  said  city  ;  which  petition  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel 
Carver,  and  others ;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
committed. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  further  to 
amend  the  several  acts  relative  to  the  Treasury, 
War,  and  Navy  Departments;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  committed.  [This  bill  proposes  to  abol- 
ish the  agency  of  the  Treasurer  for  the  War  and 
Navy  Departments.] 

Mr.  Forrest  presented  a  letter  addressed  to 
him  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  George  Bomford,  ac- 
companied with  sundry  documents,  in  relation  to 
the  loans  of  gunpowder  and  other  munitions  of 
war,  from  the  public  magazines,  to  private  indi- 
viduals ;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Fuller,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 

i  Affairs,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of  Samuel  Tucker,  late  a  captain  in  the 

Navy  of  the  United  States,  with  an  amendment. 

,      Mr.  Metcalf  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  a  Com- 

I  mittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  that  the  bill  be  postponed  in- 
definitely, which  motion  was  negatived,  by  yeas 
and  nays — 79  to  66. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill  having  been  agreed 

to,  the  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to 

I  a  third  reading,  as  amended,  and  decided  in  the 

negative,  by  a  majority  of  one  vote.     So  the  bill 

was  rejected. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  establish  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy 
throughout  the  United  States,"  in  which  they  asK 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

PAY  OF  ARMY  OFFICERS.  ^ 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  fix  and 
equalize  the  pay  of  the  officers  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,'-  was  read  the  third  time ;  and 
on  the  q^stion.  Shall  the  said  bill  pass?  it  passed 
in  the  :?^^ative — yeas  106,  nays  39,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Sjessrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Ail^rson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Vir- 
ginia, Baker,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Beecher, 
Boden,  Br>an,  Buffum,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Cobb, 
Cocke.  Crafts,  Culbreth,  Cuipeper,  Cuehman,  Cuth- 
bert,  Dane,  Dennieon,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  N. 
Carolina,  Fay,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Forrest,  Fuller, 
Garnett,  Gray,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Guyon,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  North 
Carolina,  Hardin,  Hendricks,  Herrick.Hibshman,  Hill, 
Hobart,  Hooks,  Hostetter,  Jackson,  Jones  of  Virginia, 
Kinsley,  Latbrop,  Lincoln,  Maclay,  McCoy,  McCreary, 
McLean  of  Kentucky.    Mallary.    Marchand.    Meigs, 
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Metcalf,  Monell,  Montgomery,  R.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore, 
Morton,  Moseley,  Murr«y,  Nelwn  of  Migsachuaetta, 
Nelson  of  Virginia,  Parker  of  MassachusetU.  Patter- 
son, Phelp«,  PbiUon,  Plumer,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richards, 
Richmond,  RoberUon,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Shaw,  Sils- 
bee,  Sloan,  Southard,  Stevens,  Strong  of  Vermont, 
Tarr,  Terrell,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Tacker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Upham,  Van  Rens- 
•elaer.  Walker,  Wendover,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Wil- 
liams of  North  Carolina,  and  Wood. 

N^Tg — Messrs.  Abbot,  Allen  of  New  York,  Bald- 
win, Brush,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Case,  Clark,  Cook, 
Crowell,  Darlington,  Davidson,  Dewitt,  Dickinson, 
Folger,  Ford,  Hackley,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Tennessee, 
Kent,  Little,  Livermore,  Mercer,  S.  Moore,  Neale, 
Newton,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Pitcher,  Reid, 
Ringgold,  Sergeant,  Simkins,  Smith  of  New  Jersey, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Street, 
Swearingen,  Udree,  and  Wallace. 

REDUCTION  OF  SALARIES. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of 
the  Union  were  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  to  reduce  the  salaries  and  fix 
the  maximum  of  the  compensation  of  certain 
officers  and  other  persons  employed  in  the  Civil 
Department  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Crowell  then  moved  that  the  bill  lie  on 
the  table;  which  being  negatived. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill : 
when,  Mr.  Silsbee  moved  to  amend  the  same  by 
adding  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum  to  the  sal- 
ary of  each  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy 
Board ;  which  motion  was  negatived, 

Mr.  Wood  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  these  words :  to  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Public  Buildings,  one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Robertson  moved  to  insert,  after  the  word 
dollars,  in  the  22d  line  of  the  first  section  of  the 
printed  bill  these  words :  "  To  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate,  three  thousand  dollars ;  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  three  thousand 
dollars."    Negatived. 

Mr.  Silsbee  moved  so  to  amend  that  part  of 
the  first  section  of  the  bill  which  relates  to  the 
salaries  of  the  Naval  Constructors,  to  read  thus : 
"  To  the  first  Naval  Constructor,  two  thousand 
three  hundred  dollars,  and  to  each  of  the  other 
Naval  Constructors,  two  thousand  dollars ;  which 
being  negatived, 

Mr.  Sergeant  moved  to  strike  out  from  the 
first  section  of  the  bill  these  words :  "  To  the  Li- 
brarian, one  thousand  dollars ;"  which  motion  was 
also  ne^tived. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  amend  the  first  section  of 
the  bill  by  adding  five  hundred  dollars  to  the  sal- 
ary of  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 
Negatived. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  inserting  after  the  word  (UsiffnaUd,  in 
the  fifth  line  of  the  second  section  of  the  printed 
bill  these  words:  vhou  compensation  exceeds  eight 
hundred  dollars  per  annum  ;  so  as  to  confine  the  re- 
duction of  twenty  per  cent.,  therein  provided,  to 

such  salaries  as  exceed  eight  hundred  dollars  per 

annum. 


Mr.  Warfield  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  eight  hundred  dollars,  and 
inserting  one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars ;  which 
motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Nelson  then  modified  his  amendment, 
which  was  agreed  to  as  follows:  "  Provided,  nev- 
'  ertheless,  that  no  salary  now  established  by  law 
'  at  or  under  eight  hundred  dollars  per  annum 
'  shall  be  reduced :  And  provided,  further,  that  no 
'  salary  now  established  by  law  at  a  sum  above 
'  eight  hundred  dollars  per  annum  shall  be  reduced 
'  below  that  sum.'' 

The  bill  was  then  further  amended :  when 

Mr.  Campbell  moved  further  to  amend  the 
same  by  inserting  the  following  sections,  to  come 
in  after  the  first  sections  thereoi,  viz : 

Skc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  at  every 
session  of  Congress,  and  every  meeting  of  the  Senate 
in  the  recess  of  Congress,  each  Senator  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  receive  six  dollars  for  every  day  he  shall  attend 
the  Senate,  and   shall  aUo  be  allowed  six  dollars  for 
every  twenty  miles  of  the  estimated  distance  by  the 
most  usual  road  from  his  place  of  residence  to  the  seat 
of  Congress ;  at  the  commencement  and  end  of  every 
such  tession  and  meeting ;  and  in  case  any  member 
of  the    Senate  shall    be   detained  by  sickness  on  his 
journey  to  or  from  such  session  or  meeting,  or  after 
his   arrival  shall  be  unable  to  attend  the  Senate,  he 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  daily  allowance ;  and  the 
President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore,  when  the  Vice 
President  shall  be  absent,  or  when  his  office  shall  be 
vacant,  shall,  during  the  period  of  his  services,  receive, 
in  addition   to  his  compensation  as  a  member  of  the 
Senate,  hix  dollars  for  every  day  he  shall   attend  the 
Senate  :  Provided^  That  no  Senator  shall  be  allowed 
a  sum  exceeding  the  rate  of  six  dollars  a  day  from  the 
end  of  one  such  session  or  meeting,  to  the  time  of  his 
taking  a  scat  in  another. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  at  every 
session  of  Congress,  each  representative  and  delegate 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  six  dollars  for  every  day  be 
shall  attend  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  shall 
also  be  allowed  six  dollars  for  every  twenty  miles  of 
the  estimated  distance  by  the  most  usual  road  from  his 
place  of  residence  to  the  seat  of  Congress,  at  the  com- 
mencement and  end  of  every  such  session  ;  and  in  case 
any  representative  or  delegate  shall  be  detained  by 
sickness  on  his  journey  to  or  from  the  session  of  Con- 
gress, or  after  his  arrival  shall  be  unable  to  attend  the 
House  of  Representatives,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
same  daily  allowance  ;  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  in  ad- 
dition to  his  compensation  as  a  representative,  six  dol- 
lars for  every  day  he  shall  attend  the  House  :  Pro- 
vided, always,  That  no  representative  or  delegate  shall 
be  allowed  a  sum  exceeding  the  rate  of  six  dollars  m 
day  from  the  md  of  one  session  to  the  time  of  his 
taking  his  scat  in  another. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said 
compensation  which  shall  be  due  to  the  members  of 
the  Senate  shall  be  certified  by  the  President  thereof; 
and  that  which  shall  be  due  to  the  representatives  and 
delegates  shall  be  certified  by  the  Speaker,  and  the 
same  shall  be  passed  as  public  accounts,  and  paid  oat 
of  the  public  Treasury. 

The  said  amendment  was  read  ;  when 
The  House  adjourned. 
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WEDNEsnAY,  February  21. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  incorpo- 
rate the  subscribers  (o  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States ;"  and  a  resolution  proposing  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  committee  to  wait  upon  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him  of  his 
re-election  to  that  office,  and  have  appointed  a 
committee  on  their  part ;  in  which  bill  and  reso- 
lution they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  made  on  the  8th  instant, 
in  the  case  of  James  Morrison,  concerning  his  ad- 
vances to  Colonel  Buford,  together  with  tne  addi- 
tional documents  presented  by  him  on  the  19th 
instant,  was  recommitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  with  instructions  to  report  thereon  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  at  the  next  session  of 
Congress. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  communica- 
ting the  information  required  by  the  resolution  of 
the  15th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  bounties  and  al- 
lowances paid  to  fishing  vessels,  and  the  quantity 
of  salt  imported,  and  not  re-exported  with  benefit 
of  drawback,  and  amount  of  duties  thereon  ;  which 
letter  and  statement  were,  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  amendatory  of  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  was 
twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  to 
establish  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  through- 
out the  United  States,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sergeant, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  he  on  the  table,  with  a  view 
to  being  called  up  thereafter. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled,  That  where  any  State  or  States,  having 
complied  with  the  recommendation  of  Congress  in  the 
resolution  of  the  23d  of  September,  1789,  shall  have 
withdrawn,  or  shall  hereafter  withdraw,  either  in  whole 
or  in  part,  the  use  of  their  jails  for  prisoners  commit- 
ted under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  the  mar- 
shal in  such  State  or  States,  under  the  direction  of  the 
judge  of  the  district,  shall  be,  and  hereby  is  authorized 
and  required,  to  hire  a  convenient  place  to  serve  as  a 
temporary  jail,  and  to  make  the  necessary  provision, 
until  provision  shall  be  made  by  law  for  that  purpose, 
and  the  said  marshal  be  allowed  bis  reasonable  ex- 
penses incurred  for  the  above  purposes,  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

The  resolution  having  been  briefly  explained  by 
Mr.  SergeanTj  to  have  become  necessary  by  the 
recent  proceedings  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  without 
a  division. 

Mr.  Clay  rose  to  give  notice  to  the  House,  that 
he  should  on  to-morrow  make  a  motion,  the  ulti- 
mate object  of  which  was  the  declaration  of  the 
admission  of  the  State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union. 


Mr.  Wood,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 

Buildings,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
practicability  of  more  efiectually  ventilating  the 
Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  made  a  re- 
port thereon;  which  was  read,  and  the  resolution 
therein  submitted  concurred  in  by  the  House,  as 
follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioner  and  the  Architect 
of  the  Public  Buildings  be  instructed  to  take  measures 
more  effectually  to  ventilate  the  Hall  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  the  next  session  of  Congress,  ei- 
ther by  tubes  communicating  with  apertures  in  the 
body  of  the  Hall,  or  in  such  other  way  as  may,  on  fur- 
ther inquiry,  be  deemed  more  advisable. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs,  a  committee  was 
appointed,  jointly  with  such  committee  as  may  be 
appointed  by  the  Senate,  to  inquire  and  report 
what  subjects  before  the  two  Houses  are  proper  to 
be  acted  on  during  the  present  session  of  Congress; 
and  Messrs.  Storrs,  Sergeant,  and  Barbour, 
were  appointed  the  committee  on  the  part  of  this 
House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  further  to  establish  the  compensation  of  the 
officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage,  and  for  other  purposes;"  in 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  committee  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  notify  him  of  his 
re-election  to  the  office  of  President  of  the  United 
States,  was  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House;  and 
Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  Eustis,  were 
appointed  of  the  committee  on  the  part  of  this 
House. 

CAPTAIN  TUCKER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  the 
House  agreed  to  reconsider  the  vote,  whereby  the 
bill  granting  a  pension  to  Commodore  Samuel 
Tucker  was  yesterday  rejected. 

The  bill  was  amended,  so  as  to  reduce  the  pro- 
posed annuity  to  the  rate  of  ^0  per  month ;  and, 
the  question  being  put  on  ordering  the  bill,  so 
amended,  to  be  read  a  third  time,  it  was  decided 
by  yeas  and  nays:  For  the  third  reading  70, 
against  it  70,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Allen 
of  New  York,  Baldwin,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Beecher, 
Brush  Campbell,  Case,  Clark,  Clay,  Crowell,  Culpe- 
per,  Cushman,  Dane,  Darlington,  Dennison,  Edwards 
of  Pennsylvania,  Eustis,  Fay,  Folger,  Ford,  Forrest, 
Fuller,  Gorham,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hemphill,  Hen- 
dricks, Herrick,  Hill,  Hobart,  Kendall,  Kinsley,  Kin- 
sey,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Maclay,  McCreary,  McCol* 
lough,  Mallary,  Meech,  Meigs,  Mercer,  Monell,  8. 
Moore,  Moseley,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
Newton,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Pinckney,  Pitcher, 
Reid,  Rogers,  Russ,  Silsbee,  Simkins,  Sloan,  Smith  of 
New  Jersey,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Swearingen, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Udree,  Walker,  Wallace,  and 
Whitman. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  An- 
derson, Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ba- 
ker, Ball,  Barbour,  Blackledge,Boden,  Bryan,  Buffum, 
Cannon,  CUgett,  Cobb.  Cocke,  Crafts.  Culbreth,  Cuth- 
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bert,  Dewitt,  Earle,  Eddj,  Edwards  of  North  Caroli-  i 
na,  Floyd,  Foot,  GarneU,  Gray,  Gro«  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  North  Carohna,  Har- 
din, Hooks,  Hostetter,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Kent,  Liver- 
more,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Marchand,  Met- 
calf,  R.  Moore,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patterson,  Phelps, 
Philson,  Plamer,  Rhea,  Richards,  Richmond,  Robert- 
son, Ross,  Shaw,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Tarr,  Ter- 
rell, Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  South  i 
Carolina,  Tyler,  Wendover,  Williams  of  Virginia, 
Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wood. 

The  votes  being  equal,  the  Speaker  voted  in 
the  afl5rmative.  So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow.  i 

MISSOURI.  I 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  for  consid- 
eration the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing 
the  8th  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  March 
6,  1820,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  people  of 
the  Missouri  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into 
the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States, 
and  to  prohibit  slavery  in  certain  Territories;"  said  8th 
section  imposing  a  prohibition  and  restriction  upon 
the  introduction  of  slaves  in  all  that  territory  ceded  by 
France  to  the  United  States,  under  the  name  of  Lou- 
isiana, which  lies  north  of  36  degrees  30  minutes  north 
latitude,  not  included  in  the  State  contemplated  by  that 
act. 

On  submitting  the  resolution,  Mr.  Brown  ad- 
dressed the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  rise,  with  unfeigned  reluctance, 
to  present  to  the  consideration  of  this  honorable 
body  the  resolution  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  with 
a  concise  statement  of  the  views  upon  which  it  is 
founded.  Nothing  short,  sir,  of  an  imperative 
sense  of  duty  would  have  influenced  me,  at  this 
late  day  of  the  session,  to  have  consumed  one  mo- 
ment of  that  time  which  has  become  so  important 
to  the  interest  of  this  nation.  I  have  been  imbold- 
ened  to  ask  your  attention,  and  that  of  the  hono- 
rable body  over  which  you  preside,  from  a  reflec- 
tion that  a  few  days  more  will  close  my  Congres- 
sional labors,  probably  forever,  and  that,  up  to  this 
period,  I  have  been  sparing  of  your  time,  and  do 
not  expect  again,  while  I  remam  on  the  floor,  to 
ask  your  indulgence. 

Mr.  Speaker,  while  taking  leave  of  those  with 
whom  it  has  been  my  honor  to  be  associated  in 
the  councils  of  the  nation,  I  feel  a  pleasure  which 
I  cannot  suppress,  at  the  recollection  that  there 
has  prevailed  between  myself  and  them  entire  per- 
sonal respect,  and  as  much  harmony  and  friend- 
ship as  has  been  at  all  possible,  considering  the 
embarrassing  and  distracting  subject  which  has 
haunted  us,  by  day  and  by  night,  from  the  begin- 
ning to  the  end  oi  each  session  ;  and  I  can  say, 
with  an  approving  conscience,  that  I  have  not 
malice  or  ill  will  against  anv.  Sir,  while  indulg- 
ing this  pleasing  train  fofrenection,  an  unpleasant 
occiurrence  of  the  last  session  intrudes  itself  upon 
my  mind ;  and  I  cannot  fail  to  do  what  I  consider 
an  act  of  justice  towards  an  honorable  and  vener- 


able member  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Liver- 
more,)  the  only  person  towards  whom  I  have  been 
betrayed  into  an  illiberal  expression.  Designing 
to  be  ever  prompt  in  the  protection  of  my  own 
feelings,  I  hope  I  shall  always  be  inclined,  when 
convinced  of  having  unwarrantably  assailed  the 
feelings  of  another,  to  make  reparation.  The  occa- 
sion has  passed  by ;  the  honorable  member  and 
myself  are,  and  nave  been  during  this  session, 
upon  good  terms;  but  the  injury,  if  it  deserve  the 
appellation,  was  a  public  one,  from  this  seat ;  and 
before  I  leave  it,  I  will  use  it  to  do  as  ample  jus- 
tice. During  the  fennentation  of  the  last  session, 
under  the  influence  of  excitement  from  this  miser- 
able subject,  in  some  remarks  made  by  me  to  the 
House,  1  attributed  to  the  gentleman  what  I  then 
believed  an  attempt,  with  an  unworthy  view,  to 
operate  upon  the  minds  of  members.  During  the 
present  session  I  have  had  an  opportunity,  and 
have  used  it,  to  become  belter  acquainted  with 
that  honorable  gentleman,  and  I  have  found  him 
an  useful,  fair,  and  liberal  member,  and  an  agree- 
able associate;  and,  had  further  evidence  [)een 
wanting,  a  late  occasion  has  aflforded  it.  After 
the  resolution  for  the  admission  of  Missouri  into 
the  Union  had  been  rejected  by  about  three  votes, 
it  was  believed  by  his  friends  that,  if  several  mem- 
bers who  were  accidentally  out  of  their  seats  liad 
voted,  Missouri  would  liave  been  admitted.  This 
gentleman,  although  opposed  to  them  on  the  reso- 
lution, to  afford  an  opportunity  of  a  fair  and  full 
trial  of  strength,  moved  and  obtained  a  reconsider- 
ation ;  and,  although  the  result  did  not  justify  our 
expectations,  I  accord  most  heartily  to  the  gentle- 
man the  reward  of  my  humble  applause  fur  his 
magnanimity ;  and  I  am  now  free  to  say,  that  I 
did  him  injustice  in  the  imputation  of  the  last 
session. 

Having  closed,  Mr.  Speaker,  my  aflairs  with  the 
House,  I  now  proceed  to  prepare  for  a  settlement 
of  the  account  with  my  conscience  and  my  con- 
stituents. Sir,  this  is  tne  more  necessary  when  I 
assure  you  that  I  came  here  upon  their  feelings  of 
good  will  and  indulgence,  more  than  upon  an  ex- 
ercise of  their  judgments;  and  that,  having  thought 
it  prudent  to  decline  a  re-election,  they  still  b«re 
evidence  of  a  continuation  of  their  kindness,  by 
uttering  some  expressions  of  regret.  I  feel  grate- 
ful for  their  favors,  and  my  highest  ambition,  on 
leaving  the  disturbed  theatre  from  which  I  retire, 
is  to  maintain  their  good  opinions  and  wishes.  I 
made  them  no  vain  promises  of  doing,  or  attempt- 
ing to  do,  much  ;  but  I  did  promise  to  be  faithful 
and  zealous  in  watching  over  and  preserving  their 
best  interests,  as  far  as  my  humble  qualifications 
should  enable  me  to  do.  Owing,  sir,  to  that  credu- 
lity incident  to  sincerity  and  inexperience,  I  feel 
myself  constrained  to  acknowledge  my  co-opera- 
tion in  so  managing  the  subject  of  Missouri  and 
restriction,  as  to  have  inflicted  upon  their  interest 
an  extensive  injury.  My  object  is  to  regain  for 
them,  by  following  up  the  purpose  of  this  resolu- 
tion, a  part  of  what  has  been  lost  by  mismanage- 
ment; but,  should  I  fail  in  this,  I  shall  gain  the 
consolation  of  having  done  my  duty.  The  object 
of  this  resolution  I  never  should  have  favored  ;  so 
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far  from  it,  that  I  should  have  felt  myself  dishon- 
ored by  giving  it  support  or  encouragement,  had 
not  faith  been  broken  by  the  other  party  to  the 
compact,  and  Missouri  been  rejected.     This  hav- 


will  take  this  as  the  last  occasion  which  I  shall 
have,  to  say,  that,  had  I  remained  in  Congress,  I 
I  would  have  pursued  the  same  policy  until  every 
I  impartial  man  in  the  nation  should  have  said,  nay, 
ing  Seen  done,  I  feel  myself  at  liberty — nay,  more,  until  the  marble  columns  themselves,  that  stand  m 
I  feel  it  my  imperative  duty — to  offer  this  resolu-  I  stately  pride  around  us,  should  have  acknowledged 
tion.  I  will  state  that,  at  the  solicitation  of  a  i  that  my  feelings  and  desires  of  good  will  were  not 
friend  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Baldwin,)  I  have  I  reciprocated  ;  and  that  sectional  feelings  and  views 
been  already  induced,  for  a  short  time,  to  delay  i  had  usurped  the  habitation  of  those  which  warmed 
the  introduction  of  the  resolution,  upon  the  ground  !  into  life  and  usefulness  our  happy  ConstitutioDr 
that  the  majority  would  probably  originate  some  |  And  after  becoming  thus  satisfied,  that  kind  offices, 
measure  by  which  Missouri  would  be  admitted  persuasive  arguments,  and  solid  reasoning,  were 
before  Congress  adjourned,  and  that  it  mi^ht,  by  '  appealed  to  in  vain,  1  frankly  acknowledge  that  I 
some,  be  construed  into  a  menace.    Having  no  |  know  of  no  course  left  more  likely  to  avoid  greater 


such  design,  feeling  a  high  confidence  in  the  good 
will  and  judgment  of  my  friend,  and  wishing  not 
to  disoblige  him,  I  have  yielded  to  him  in  making 
some  delay.  If,  sir,  I  have  any  trait  in  my  char- 
acter more  prominent,  and  in  which  I  feel  more 
pride  than  others,  it  is  that  of  sincerity.    I  happily 


evils,  than  a  mild,  but  unvarying  system  of  retal- 
iation ;  under  the  operation  of  which,  different 
classes  and  sections  of  the  United  States  might 
become  convinced,  from  appeals  to  their  interest, 
that  mutual  kindness  and  a  reciprocal  spirit  of 
concession  ought  to  influence  our  councils :  be- 
ieel  a  contempt  for  one  who  endeavors  to  beget  1  getting  a  due  and  tender  respect  to  the  interest,  the 
impressions,  and  raise  expectations,  without  an  '  principles,  the  wishes,  and  even  the  prejudices  of 
intention  of  supporting  and  realizing  them.  I  j  all  classes  and  portions  of  our  great  national  family 
have  but  little  charity  for  the  man  who  fails  below  I  Before  I  advance  to  the  investigation  of  the 
his  boasted  feats  and  purposes.  I  acknowledge  merits  of  the  resolution,  I  owe  it  to  my  colleague, 
that  I  can  see  no  good  ground  for  an  expectation  (Mr.  Clay,)  who  is  also  my  friend  and  messmate. 
that  any  thing  further  can  now  be  done.  The  j  to  explain  why,  having  communicated  to  several 
few  remaining  days  of  the  session  are  fast  whil-  i  others  my  design  of  proposing  this  resolution,  I 
ing  away,  and  I  contemplate  leaving  here  before  i  have  carefully  avoided  mentioning  the  subject  to 
its  close.  The  minority,  sir,  have  urged  peace  and  i  him,  though  in  daily  habits  of  intimacy,  and  al- 
good  will,  and  have  acknowledged  and  cringed,  i  though  1  have  no  friend,  living,  whose  approbation 
until  I  feel  myself  drivan  to  the  wall,  and  my  feel-  |  I  more  highlv  prize.  My  mind  has  been  made 
ings  outraged.  There  is  a  point  beyond  which  i  up,  after  mucn  reflection,  upon  the  purpose  of  this 
importunity  deserves  reproach ;  and  gentlemen  I  resolution,  so  soon  as  it  should  be  decided  that 
should  recollect  that  there  is  danger  even  in  press-  j  Missouri  was  not  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union ; 
ing  humility,  itself,  too  far.  She  might  at  length  i  that  decision  has  already  taken  place,  and  there  is 
raise  her  lowly  head,  and  bring  dismay  upon  her  i  not,  apparent  to  me,  any  reasonable  ground  for 
oppressors.  Should  the  majority  relent,  and  ad-  I  expecting  its  reversal  here.  My  colleague,  (Mr. 
mit  Missouri  into  the  Union,  I  shall  be  satisfied;  j  Clay.)  who  has  labored  arduously  and  zealously 


otherwise,  (and  should  I  not  be  upon  this  floor 
when  this  resolution  can  be  taken  up,)  I  wish  it 
brought  before  Congress,  and  gentlemen  will  do 


to  settle  this  question,  and  tranquillize  the  Union,  is 
not  willing  yet  to  despair ;  he  indulges  the  hop>e  that 
something  may  still  bedone.  Had  I  communicated 


me  tue  favor  to  recollect  such  of  my  views  as  they  j  my  design  to  him,  I  thought  it  likely  that  he  might 
may  iliink  deserving  consideration ;  and  also  fur-  advise  the  withholding  it,  yet  longer;  and  ad- 
ther  recollect,  that  1  have  laid  by  the  tone  of  sup-  monished  and  determined  against  further  delay,  by 
plication,  and  demand  its  adoption  as  due  to  faith,  '  a  recollection  of  the  early  close  of  my  privilege  on 
to  honor,  and  to  right.  •  this  floor,  and  the  still  earlier  day  at  which  cir- 

Mr.  Speaker,  knowing  no  wish  incompatible    cumstances  required  me  to  leave  it,  I  have  thought 


with  the  perpetuity,  the  happiness,  and  tranquillity 
of  the  Union,  I  have,  upon  every  subject  brought 
before  Congress,  consulted  the  good  of  the  whole, 
without  regard  to  the  class  of  individuals  or  sec 


it  better  to  proceed,  without  the  possible  approba- 
tion of  my  colleague,  than  against  his  probable 
advice. 
But,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  a  peculiar  aptness 


tion  of  country  from  which  it  proceeded  ;  whether  j  between  the  subject  which  I  propose  for  your  con- 
merchants,  manufacturers,  or  farmers:  from  the  i  sideration  and  the  remnant  of  the  session  ;  let  it  be 
North,  or  from  the  South :  from  Maine,  in  the  |  recollected,  that  two  sessions  have  been  wjisted 
East,  or  Missouri,  in  the  West,  has  been  the  same  |  away  in  the  fruitless  discussion  of  propositions  re- 
thingto  me;  I  have  not  permitted  myself  to  inquire  I  lating  to  Missouri ;  all  parts  of  the  United  States 


who  they  were,  or  where  from  ;  and,  for  the  few 
days  that  I  shall  yet  remain  with  you,  I  will  pur- 
sue the  same  wide  and  liberal  policy ;  and  that, 
too,  whether  called  to  act  upon  navigation  acts, 
for  the  benefit  of  commerce ;  tariff  laws,  for  the 
benefit  of  agriculture  and  manufactures ;  bankrupt 
bills,  called  for  by  our  merchants  of  the  East ;  or 
relief  land  laws,  loudly  required  by  our  Western 
friends  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois.     And,  sir,  I 


and  all  classes  of  your  citizens  have  suffered  and 
groaned,  without  that  legislative  aid  which  was 
required  by  their  wants,  and  called  for  by  their 
petitions ;  while  you  have  denied  them  your  at- 
tention, and  even  withheld  from  them  your  sym- 
pathy. Sir,  there  exists  a  further  objection  to  this 
untimely  effort  to  despatch  the  important  business 
of  the  nation  ;  nearly  an  equal  half  of  this  House, 
from  the  South  and  West,  feel  themselves  and 
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their  constituents  de<ply  aggrieved ;  they  cannot 
bend  and  confine  their  attention,  at  this  late  hour, 
to  new  and  important  subjects,  called  for  by  those 
who  have,  with  apparent  unconcern,  set  at  naught 
their  rights,  their  interest,  and  their  feelings ;  and, 
if  stoical  enough  to  do  so,  they  should  recollect 
the  frailty  of  humanity,  and  avoid  temptation. 
Sir,  with  me,  (I  cannot  dissemble,)  the  salt  of 
legislation  has  lost  its  savor.  The  subject  I  pro- 
pose is  one  rendered  just  and  necessary  by  the  re- 
sultof  the  legislation  of  almost  the  whole  preceding 
part  of  this  Congress :  I  mean  your  refusal  to 
admit  Missouri  into  the  Union.  I  do  not  believe 
the  few  remaining  days  of  the  session  can  be  better 
employed  than  in  adapting  the  laws  and  measures 
of  this  Grovernment  to  the  extraordinary  crisis,  at 
which  we  have  at  length  arrived. 

Mr.  Speaker,  you  will  perceive  that  the  same 
act  of  Congress  which  contains  the  clause  author- 
izing the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution 
and  State  government,  contains  also  the  clause 
which  I  now  propose  to  repeal.  The  history  of 
that  act  is  better  known  in  this  Hall,  than  it  is 
out  of  it ;  and  as  it  has  become  important  that  it 
should  be  fully  understood  by  the  nation,  although 
I  referred  to  it  on  a  former  occasion,  while  ad- 
dressing the  House,  it  seems  so  necessary  to  a  clear 
comprehension  of  my  proposition,  that  I  must  en- 
treat your  patience,  while  1  again  make  a  statement 
of  the  facts.  I  appreciate  the  indulgence  shown 
me,  and  will  be  as  concise  and  rapid  as  possible. 
1  now,  ^ir,  proceed  to  make  the  statement  upon 
which  my  resolution  is  predicated,  and  I  invite 
the  correction  of  gentlemen  who  may  believe  me 
in  any  degree  incorrect.  Upon  the  motion  of  the 
present  honorable  Speaker  of  this  House,  who  was 
also  the  mover  of  the  restriction,  a  committee  was 
raised  early  in  the  last  session,  upon  the  subject  of 
the  contemplated  restriction  on  Missouri,  for  the 
avowed  ])urpose  of  compromising  and  allaying  a 
subject  which  even  then,  in  the  cradle,  gave  indi- 
cations of  its  being  an  infant  Hercules :  and  I  will 
do  the  honorable  Speaker  the  justice  to  say,  that 
I  do  not  believe  he  would  have  proposed  a  mode 
or  suggested  a  principle  by  which  this  affair  should 
be  settled,  that  he  did  not  believe  consistent  with 
the  dictates  of  morality  and  reason.  The  com- 
mittee thus  raised  did  not  disagree  upon  principles, 
but  upon  lines  of  longitude  and  latitude.  All  were 
willing  for  a  compromise,  but  the  position  of  the 
lines  presented  insuperable  difficulties,  and  the 
committee,  on  their  application,  was  discharged. 
The  bill  preparatory  to  the  admission  of  Missouri 
passed  the  House  of  Representatives  with  a  re- 
striction, and  was  reported  to  the  Senate;  the 
Senate  had  a  bill  before  them  for  the  admission  of 
Maine  into  the  Union :  Maine  was  on  the  extreme 
eastern,  Missouri  on  the  extreme  western  limb  of 
the  United  States.  Maine  was  called  for  by  the 
non-slaveholding  States  of  the  North  and  East ; 
Missouri,  by  the  slaveholding  States  of  the  South 
and  West  ;•  the  East  was  jealous  of  the  growth  and 
power  of  the  West,  which  excited  alarm  and  jealou- 
sy in  the  West :  Maine  in  the  east  was  to  be  admit- 
ted without  restrictions ;  Missouri  in  the  west  claim- 
ed the  same  exemption  from  the  intrusion  of  the 


General  Government :  to  calm  these  jealousies, 
allay  these  fears,  and  at  the  same  time  to  do  equal 
justice  to  the  East  and  West,  the  Senate  deter- 
mined that  Maine  and  Missouri  should,  by  the 
same  act,  and  at  the  same  instant,  pass  the  thres- 
hold into  the  Union ;  and  that  each  should  enter, 
equally  unfettered  by  restriction.  This  was  just 
and  Wise,  and  did  honor  to  the  calm  and  well- 
balanced  minds  of  that  venerable  body.  The  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  preparatory  to 
the  admission  of  Missouri,  being  thus  amendea  by 
the  Senate,  was  reported  to  the  House ;  the  Honse 
disagreed  ;  tlie  Senate  insisted  ;  the  House  reject- 
ed ;  a  committee  of  conference  was  appointed  to 
settle,  if  possible,  these  differences  between  the 
two  branches  of  Congress  and  the  friends  of  Maine 
and  Missouri.  The  joint  committee,  after  much 
anxious  deliberation,  came  to  a  settlement,  satis- 
factory to  a  large  majority  of  Congress,  and  to  a 
much  larger  proportion  of  this  nation  ;  the  friends 
of  Missouri  having  agreed  that  Maine,  unfettered, 
should  be  admitted  forthwith  into  the  Union  ;  and 
having  reluctantly  consented  to  the  imposition  of 
a  restriction  upon  the  territory  west  of  Missouri. 
Those  who  opposed  Missouri  agreed  to  withdraw 
their  opposition,  and  to  consent  to  her  admission 
without  restriction.  When  I  spt^ak  of  the  parties 
agreeing  to  propositions,  I  do  not  intend  to  be  un- 
derstood that  every  person  agreed,  but  a  sufficient 
number  to  constitute  a  majority,  and  to  carry  their 
arrangement  through  Concress.  The  terms  of  the 
compromise  being  thus  well  understood  and  agreed 
upon,  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Maine  into  the 
Union  immediately  passed ;  and  this  bill  also 
passed  authorizing  Missouri  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion and  State  government  without  restriction, 
and  containing  upon  its  face  a  stipulation  that 
she  should  be  admitted  into  the  Union  upon  the 
footing  of  the  original  States  ;  which  bill  also  im- 
posed the  restriction  upon  the  territory,  which  re- 
striction I  now  contend  should  be  repealed.  Mis- 
souri assembled  her  convention,  and  formed  her 
constitution,  laid  down,  according  to  the  practice 
of  other  States,  the  territorial  government,  and 
put  into  full  operation  her  State  government :  she 
chose  her  Representative  and  Senators,  who, 
under  the  faith  of  this  law,  presented  her  consti- 
tution, and  asked  admittance  into  the  Union. 
They  have  been  unjustly  and  unkindly  rejected ; 
and  the  attempt  has  been  renewed  to  impose  upon 
her  the  odious  restriction,  bought  off  at  the  last 
session  ;  and,  what  would  seem  almost  incredible, 
none  can  have  been  more  zealous  to  produce  her 
rejection  than  the  Representatives,  with  a  single 
exception,  from  this  very  State  of  Maine,  who 
could  not  have  been  upon  this  floor  at  this  time, 
or  probably  in  all  after  time,  but  for  the  compro- 
mise ;  for  Massachusetts,  whose  consent  was  in- 
dispensable to  the  emancipation  of  Maine,  had 
cautiously  given  it  with  a  limitation,  which  would 
have  run  out  in  a  day  or  two  after  the  compromise 
and  her  admission  ;  and  it  was  represented  here 
to  be  very  doubtful  whether  Massachusetts  would 
ever  afterwards  have  again  yielded  her  consent. 
To  the  honor  of  Maine,  her  Senators  (Holmes 
and  Chandler)  and  one   of  her  Representatives 
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(Shaw*)  have  preserved  good  faith,  and  have 
contended  and  voted  for  the  admission  of  Missouri, 
and  the  fulfilment  of  the  terms  of  compromise, 
with  such  modification  of  her  constitution  as  ob- 
Tiated  the  objectionable  feature. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  upon  the  principles  of  eter- 
nal justice  which  govern  the  intercourse  and  con- 
tracts of  individuals,  and  the  negotiation  and  com- 
pacts of  communities,  states,  and  nations,  I  demand 
of  Congress,  not  for  myself,  but  for  one  half  of  the 
United  States,  the  repeal  of  this  restriction  upon 
the  territory  west  and  north  of  Missouri.     The 
consideration  promised  for  this  restriction  has  not 
been  paid  ;  the  plighted   faith  of  Congress  for  the 
admission   of  Missouri    has   been  violated ;  then 
take  off,  at  least,  the  restriction.     Give  us  Missouri 
without  restriction,  or  nlace  us  in  the  same  situa- 
tion, by  taking  it  off  of^  the  territory,  in  which  we 
were  when  you  entered  into  the  covenant,  and 
gave  us  the  solemn  pledge  of  a  law  to  do  so.     Sir, 
the  course  of  the  majority  can  be  justified   by  no 
principle  of  reason  or  sound  policy,  but  must  rest, 
for  its  support,  upon   the  antiquated   doctrines  of 
schoolmen  and  casuists,  of  pious  fraud ;  the  end 
sanctifying  the  means ;  of  doing  evil  that  good 
may  come  of  it ;  which,  though  they  have  received 
the  reprobation  of  true  moralists,  may  find  a  place 
in  the  new  code  of  ethics,  likely  to  grow  out  of 
these  times.     Are  we  to  hear  it  contended,  that 
the  furtherance  of  humanity  and  religion  will  jus- 
tify  making   the    Southern  and  Western    people 
dupes  to  your  promises  and  their  credulity  ?     Will 
you  sir,  (do  not  misunderstand  me,  Mr.  Speaker, 
1  do  not  mean  you  personally,  but  the  House  oyer 
which  you  preside.)  contend,  that  the  restriction 
is  right  and  iust,  and  that,  unimportant  how  ob- 
tained, it  ought  to  be  maintained  and  continued  ] 
Sir,  if  this  principle  were  correct,  the  conclu- 
sion does  not  follow ;  I  deny  your  premises,  and 
will  proceed  to  show  that  the  restriction,  which  I 
seek  to  repeal,  is  unjust — unjust,  because  this  im- 
mense territory,  this  fair  portion  of  America,  over 
which  the  honorable  Speaker  has  said  he  contem- 
plated with   pleasure   the  numerous   States  that 
would  hereafter  unfurl  their  banners ;  this  spacious 
territory  was  procured  by  the  wisdom,  the  policy, 
and  the  money,  of  all  the  States  within  this  Union ; 
each  contributed  their  due  proportion  of  the  fif- 
teen,  nay,  all   things  considered,    nearer  twenty 
millions  of  dollars   towards    its  purchase ;  it  is, 
therefore,  the  common  of  the  United  States,  into 
which  all  should  equally  have  the  privilege  to  en- 
ter, to  roam,  and  to  sit  down.     But  will  it  be  said 
that,  notwithstanding  the  restriction  against  the 
introduction  of  slaves,  all   may  now  do  so?     I 
grant  you  they  may.     But  we  should  view  and 
speak  of  things  practically.     Will  they  do  so? 
Sir,  I  will  take  occasion  to  say,  that  if  I  have  any 
capacity,  capable  of  being  rendered  of  the  smallest 
use  to  my  country,  it  results  from  the  humble  fac- 
ulty of  viewing  things  in  their  practical  operation, 
when  you  recollect  their  prejudices  and  habits. 


•  When  thi«  question  was  again  revived,  and  Mia- 
aouri  admitted,  Mr.  Hill,  of  Maine,  voted  for  her  ad- 


mission. 


and  that  slaves  constitute  the  principal  fortunes  in 
many  of  the  slaveholding  States,  will  you  not 
grant  that  the  prohibition  of  slavery  in  this  terri- 
tory is  virtually  and  practically  the  exclusion  from 
it  of  those  and  their  posterity,  who  have  contribu- 
ted so  largely  and  most  largely  to  its  acquisition? 
Sir,  we  have  jointly  toiled  and  paid  to  acquire  it, 
but  our  Eastern  friends  and  their  new  Western 
allies  now  contend,  and  are  likely  to  obtain,  the 
exclusive  enjoyment. 

Mr.   Speaker,  when   this   Confederation   was 
formed,  the  characters  and  rights  of  the  people  in 
the  slaveholding  States  were  known,  respected, 
acknowledged,  and  secured ;  and  now,  upon  any 
supposed  principle  of  policy,  without  their  deliber- 
ate consent,  to  destroy  or  abridge  them,  deserves 
the  appellation  of  (what  I  consider  it  in  fact)  an 
usurpation.     I  trust  I  have  shown  the  restriction 
to  be  unjust.     Sir,  the  idea  of  a  restriction  upon 
the  introduction  of  slaves  into  Missouri,  or  the 
territory  being  better  for  the  slaves,  seems  at  length 
exploded,  abandoned,  and  given  up,  upon  this  floor, 
as  untenable.     Indeed,  it  should  never  have  been 
urged.     The  permission  asked  by  Missouri,  which 
you  have  denied,  and  that  now  urged  by  me  for 
the  territory,  for  the  liberty  to  decide  for  them- 
selves upon  the  policy  of  introducing  slaves,  did 
not,  nor  does  it  now,  contemplate  an  augmenta- 
tion of  one  to  the  number  of  slaves ;  not  one  hu- 
man being  is  asked  to  be  reduced  to  the  condition 
of  a  slave,  who  is  not  so  already.     So  far,  sir,  is  it 
from  being  better  for  slaves  with  whom  you  so 
strongly  sympathize,  to   impose   the  restriction, 
that  It  is  manifestly  worse  for  them ;  impose  the 
restriction,  and  slaves  are  thereby  kept  crowded 
together  in  the  South ;  you  chain  them  to  their 
sterile  and  burning   fields,   and    to  their   present 
owners,  many  of  whom  have  great  numbers,  and 
are  thereby  rendered  the  less  able  to  provide  for 
them  abundantly,  and  the  less  disposed  to  treat 
them  with  humanity  and  indulgence ;  but  give  up 
your  unmeaning  contest  about  restriction,  and  per- 
mit slaves  to  be  taken  into  those  extensive  and 
fertile  regions  of  the  West,  you  will  thereby  dis- 
perse them ;  increase  the  numbers  of  owners,  and 
you  decrease  the  number  of  slaves  held  by  each  ; 
the  effect  of  which,  and  that  clear  to  the  view  of 
every  practical  man,  must  be  to  secure  more  abun- 
dant provision  and  humane  treatment,  and  fur- 
ther to  increase  the  prospects  for  manumission  by 
masters,  and  gradual  abolition  by  the  State  gov- 
ernments.    But,  sir,  I  have  said,  that  withholding 
the  restriction  increases  the  prospect  for  manumis- 
sions, because  universal  experience  proves  that 
correct  notions  of  the  rights  of  man  and  the  prin- 
ciples and  feelings  of  humanity  are  gaining  ground, 
and  in  proportion  as  you  increase  in  any  section 
of  country  the  white  population  over  that  of  the 
black,  you  remove  the  pressure  from  the  growth 
of  those  principles  and  feelings,  and  increase  the 
quantum   of  sentiment   in   favor  of  the   blacks. 
This  encourages,  persuades,  and  excites  to  manu- 
missions ;  and  has  led,  and  would  always  lead,  to 
gradual  but  ultimate  abolition.     Sir,  I  am  free  to 
declare  it  as  my  opinion,  the  result  of  some  re- 
flection, that  if  you  were  to  abandon  the  contest, 
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and  permit  slaves  to  break  up  from  crowded  plan- 
tations, and  scatter  over  our  vast  Western  world, 
whilst  a  portion  would  be  relieved  from  Southern 
servitude,  and,  as  some  would  have  it,  want,  and 
would  have  brighter  prospects  opened  to  their 
view,  the  condition  of  the  residue  would,  from  the 
operation  of  the  same  principles,  become  greatly 
ameliorated.  So  far  from  the  principles  favorable 
to  African  slavery  being  on  the  growth,  as  has 
been  inconsiderately  asserted,  they  are  rapidly  on 
the  wane,  as  is  attested  by  the  policy  of  all  civil- 
ized nations,  in  relation  to  the  African  slave  trade ; 
and,  beyond  all  others,  by  the  feelings  and  policy 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  regard  to  it. 
From  these  considerations,  and  some  others,  which 
I  will  not  detain  you  by  presenting,  I  have,  sir, 
contemplated,  with  no  unpleasant  sensations,  the 
extension  of  these  principles  and  the  dispersion  of 
the  blacks,  until  a  portion  of  the  present  slave- 
holding  States,  and  all  those  which  mi|[ht  be  here- 
after adinitted  into  the  Union,  would  find  it  con- 
sistent with  their  feelings  and  not  incompatible 
with  their  interest,  to  pass  laws  for  their  gradual 
emancipation.  Their  numbers  being  reduced  com- 
paratively low,  this  might  then  be  done  without 
danger,  serious  apprehensions,  or  great  inconve- 
nience— the  chief  obstacles,  everywhere,  to  such 
laws  at  this  time.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  driven  from 
the  ground  of  the  restriction  being  better  for  the 
unfortunate  blacks,  whose  condition,  gentlemen 
profess,  impelled  by  feelings  of  humanity,  they  are 
desirous  to  improve ;  they  now  contend  that  it  is, 
at  all  events,  better  for  the  whites.  This  position, 
not  as  disinterested  and  magnanimous  as  the  form- 
er, remains  also  to  be  proven.  Sir,  I  have  been 
forcibly  struck  at  the  want  of  correct  information 
jn  Legislatures  of  the  non-slaveholdin^  States, 
upon  the  subject  of  slavery,  and  particularly  the 
extent  of  the  present  contest,  as  evidenced  by  their 
proceedings  and  resolutions,  and  have  also  made 
the  same  remark,  on  gentlemen  of  great  informa- 
tion, occupying  high  stations  and  possessing  un- 
doubted integrity.  I  do  not,  therefore,  esteem  it 
at  all  remarkable  that  the  mass  of  the  population 
in  those  States  should  labor  under  gross  misap- 
prehensions. 

The  honorable  Speaker,  who,  I  am  quite  sure, 
^yould  represent  no  fact  otherwise  than  as  he  be- 
lieved it,  proceeding,  in  one  of  his  speeches,  upon 
a  mistaken  view  of  the  state  of  society  in  the  slave- 
holding  States,  asks  the  question,  Who  but  slave- 
holders were  elected  to  the  State  Legislatures, 
&c.  ?  And  he  appealed  to  us  to  say  whether  the 
selection  of  a  laboring  man,  however  well  edu- 
cated, would  not  be  considered  an  extraordinary 
event  ?  I  answer,  sir,  without  the  fear  of  contra- 
diction from  '  he  Representatives  of  those  States, 
and  in  the  face  of  their  people,  that,  when  a  can- 
didate presents  himself  lor  office,  it  never  entered 
mto  the  mind  of  folly  itself  to  inquire,  by  way  of 
ascertaining  his  qualifications,  whether  he  held 
slaves  ?  I  have  reflected,  and  could,  would  it  not 
be  an  unprofitable  consumption  of  your  time  en- 
umerate very  many  of  my  acquaintances  and 
friends,  not  being  slaveholders,  who  have  been 
preferred  to  office,  and,  like  others,  elected  to  the 


Legislature;  and,  I  further  state,  with  the  most 
sincere  conviction  of  its  truth,  that  if  the  posses- 
sion of  slaves,  more  than  the  possession  of  money, 
or  other  property,  elevates  a  man  in  the  estima- 
tion of  society,  I  have  remained  to  this  hour  alto- 
f ether  ignorant  of  such  an  effect.     Sir,  a  venera- 
te and  distinguished  Senator  from  New  York 
(Mr.  Ki.NG,)  said,  when  speaking  of  the  slavehold- 
ing  States,  that  in  them  '•  manual  labor  dishon- 
ored the  hands  of  freemen."    And  the  same  senti- 
ment has  been  re-echoed  in  this  House.     I  deny 
the  proposition  to  be  true  ;  and  can  and  now  will 
proceed  to  show  that  this  is  not  one  of  the  evils 
of  African  slavery;  but,  that  its  existence  in  a  so- 
ciety elevates  the  poor  and  laboring  white  man, 
and  that  its  non-existence  invites  and  leads  to  his 
depression  and  dishonor.     Sir,  where  slavery  is 
tolerated,  slaves  perform,  for  others,  the  servile  and 
menial  duties  ol  the  stable,  the  kitchen,  and  the 
house — I  say  they  perform  for  others,  because  no 
one  would  expose  himself  so  much  as  to  contend 
that  a  man  was  dishonored  by  catching  his  own 
horse,  or  a  female  by  doing  her  own  house  labor ; 
the  whites  engage  in  the  dignified  and  honorable 
labor  of  agriculture  and  the  mechanic  arts ;  and  in 
these,  respectable  men  and  their  sons,  slaveholders 
and  non-slaveholders,  indiscriminately  join;  and, 
if  I  have  not  to  learn  all  that  I  have  seen  and 
known,  a  rnan  is  respected  among  us  in  the  degree 
that  he  is  industrious,  honest, and  honorable;  and 
is  degraded  and  dishonored,  as  he  is  vagrant,  lazy, 
and  unprincipled.    Men  ought  to  be,  and  are,  grad- 
uated in  society  by  the  prmciples  which  I  have 
mentioned.     W  hen,  ^r,  in  the  State  which  I  have, 
in  part,  the  honor  to  represent,  a  man  in  the  higher 
walks  of  life  meets  his  poor,  but  honest  neighbor, 
he  salutes  him,  and  treats  him  with  the  attention 
I  which  belongs  to  merit ;  if  he  comes  to  his  house, 
'  he  is  met  at  the  door,  and  cordially  taken  by  the 
hand,  invited  to  a  seat  in  the  hospitable  circle,  and 
constitutes  a  welcome  guest  at  his  smoking  board. 
But  what  is  the  picture  in  the  non-slaveholding 
States  ?    I  speak  the  language  of  experience  and 
truth.     Thewealthycmploy,  1  do  not  say  culpably, 
the  poor  and  miserable  whites  in  all  the  round  of 
servile  duties  from  the  stable  to  the  kitchen  ;  they 
ride  before  and  behind  their  carriages,  and  stand 
often  trembling  in  the  presence  of  their  august 
employers,  in  practice  and  truth  their  masters; 
thev  act  as  their  cooks,  their  shoe-blacks,  and  their 
scullions.     The  wide  chasm  between  their  stations 
and  pursuits  forbids  intercourse  at  all,  much  less  a 
cordial  one.     Thus  the  miserable,  poor,  and  labor- 
ing white  man  is  degraded  and  dishonored  in  the 
non-slaveholding  States;  whilst  in  those  of  the 
opposite  character,  he  is  saved  and  redeemed  by 
the  intervention  of  blacks.    Since  the  days  of  Adam 
to  the  present  lime,  men  have  occupied  the  various 
stations  of  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  dignified 
and  servile;  and  the  practical  difference  betwixt 
the  slaveholding,  and  the  non-slaveholding  States 
upon  this  subject  is,  that  the  former  has  degraded 
their  black,  and  the  latter  their  white  brethren,  to 
those  servile  duties.    Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  it  may 
be  understood,  that  I  have  not  made  these  remarks 
in  a  spirit  of  reproach  ;  and  do  hope  that  I  shall  be 
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pardoned  for  having  examined  this  false  doctrine, !  permitted  to  meddle,  nor  will  other  Stales,  further 
of  labor  dishonoring  the  hands  of  a  freeman,  a  little  j  than  to  pass  laws  for  securing,  on  an  escape,  their 
at  large,  when  it  is  recollected  that  by  far  the  great-  i  custody  to  their  owners.    Such,  sir,  are  the  mis- 


est  portion  of  those  generous  freemen,  by  whose 
votes  I  have  been  elevated  to  a  seat  in  this  hall,  do 
not  own  slaves ;  it  is  my  duty,  no,  sir,  it  is  my  pri- 
vilege and  pleajiure,  to  defend  their  honor  as  well 
as  their  rights;  and  I  do,  with  indignation,  repel 
the  insinuation,  though  from  high  authority,  that 


chievous  and  alarming  consequences  incident  to 
the  interference  of  the  General  Government  with 
this  subject,  which,  if  once  permitted,  might  be 
followed  by  another  and  another  measure  of  en- 
croachment, all  exciting  and  eliciting  in  slaves 
themselves  and  in  those  who  might  engage  in  the 


they  are  dishonored  by  labor ;  sir,  I  repel  it  for  my-  i  crusade,  as  well  as  in  their  owners,  the  most  deep- 
self,  for  I  too  find  pleasure  and  advantage  in  labor,  ;  rooted  prejudices  and  violent  passions  of  the  hu- 
and  cannot,  patiently,  listen  to  such  an  imputation,  man  heart.  I  say  that  such  are  the  consequences 
Sir,  I  will  use  this  last  occasion  to  impress  upon  attendant  upon  this  assumption  of  power  by  the 
brethren  of  the  non-slaveholding  States  the    General  Government,  that  every  parent  should 


our 


extreme  indelicacy,  censoriousness,  and  impolicy  i  impress  upon  the  susceptible  mind  of  his  child  its 
of  raising  our  latches  and  attempting  to  disturb  the  i  great  danger,  and  the  necessity  of  carefully  avoid- 
sacredness  of  domestic  relations  and  quiet;  and  !  ing  it;  and  much  more  should  those  in  the  slave- 


will  say  to  them  '•  Why  beholdest  thou  the  mote 
that  is  in  thy  brother's  eye,  but  consideresi  not  the 
beam  that  is  in  thine  own  eye  ?*' 

We  never  have,  and  never  will  submit  to  have 
our  natural  and  Constitutional  rights  revised  and 
ijualified  by  them ;  we  deny  their  authority  to 
catechise  us,  and  to  fulminate  their  denunciations 
against  our  principles  of  morality,  religion,  or  honor. 
1  will  not,  sir,  engage  in  the  inviduous  task  of  com- 
paring, much  less  in  attempting  to  elevate  our- 
selves above  our  brethren  of  the  East;  if  I  can 
show  that  we  occupy  the  level  with  them  I  shall 
^  one  fact  of  which  I  entreat 


holding  States  enjoin  upon  theirs  the  necessity  of 
constant  vigilance;  and  upon  the  first  discovery  of 
an  attempt  at  encroachment,  of  raising  the  alarm, 
and  never  ceasing  resistance,  until  every  Consti- 
tutional effort  should  be  exhausted.  Sir,  I  wish  it 
understood  that  I  am  no  friend  to  African  slavery, 
not  for  many  of  the  reasons  usually  assigned,  but 
because  it  is  a  violation  of  the  rights  ot  man,  as 
derived  from  his  God,  and  I  will  pledge  myself  to 
go  as  far  as  most  men  for  its  amelioration  or  abo- 
lition. But  I  owe  higher  obligations  to  the  white 
population  of  the  United  States,  particularly  to 
those  who  have  sent  me  here ;  to  my  friends  and 


be  satisfied.     There  is — „. -  ..w^i        -l         r    \ 

gentlemen  to  be  assured,  that  in  the  Stales  beyond  1  family,  than  those  which  I  feel,  or  ought  to  leei 
the  mountains,  so  far  as  I  have  been  enabled  to  i  for  the  black.  Mr.  Speaker,  it  should  never  be 
collect  from  observation  and  inquiry,  there  exists  j  forgotten  that,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  slave- 
as  much,  not  to  say  more  practical  morality,  reli-  j  holding  States,  slaves  are  property,  and  protected 
and  honor,  as  can  be  found  in  the  land  of  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  which 
habits.     Sir,  while  tiie  Congress  of  the  I  Constitution  vests  the  General  Government  with 


gion, 

United  States  keeps  within  its  proper  limits,  which    no  power  to  touch  the  subject ;  that  thejiondition 
will  be  without  the  pale  of  State  authority,  con-         '  '"'"  ""  ^     '"""^  ~"  "'^'" 

fining  its  operations  to  Federal  and  not  State  du- 
ties, as  they  have  failed  to  do,  in  the  attempt  to 
impose  a  restriction  upon  Missouri;  while  it  mag- 
nanimously, disregarding  local  feeling,  listens  to 
the  rights,  wants,  nay  wishes,  of  every  class  and 
section  of  the  Union,  kindly  affording  relief  where 
practicable;  and  where  not,  as  kindly  rejecting, 
taking  care  to  proceed  upon  strong  and  satisfac- 
tory, not  nice  and  technical  reasoning;  while  Con- 
gress will  proceed  thus,  it  will  answer  the  designs 
of  its  authors,  and  gain  for  itself  the  love  of  the 
people  and  the  admiration  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  feel  so  deeply  impressed  with  its 
importance  that  I  must  be  allowed  to  say,  that 
above  all  things,  the  bitter  subject  of  African 
slavery  is  one  which  can  never  be  touched  with 
impunity  by  the  General  Government.  The  Con- 
vention that  formed  the  Constitution  found  it  so ; 
a  celebrated  Convention  to  the  East  found  it  so ; 
and  so  have  Congress  and  the  nation  fully  ascer- 
tained. The  Convention  was  constrained  to  leave 
it  as  they  found  it,  save  that  to  effect  the  very  ob- 
ject of  confining  it  to  the  condition  in  which  found  ; 
the  citizens  of  other  States  are  required,  on  the 
escape  of  slaves  to  such  other  States,  upon  the 
application  of  their  owners,  to  deliver  them  up  for 
the  purpose  of  being  taken  whence  they  came. 
Congress  should  not  meddle,  and  will  never  be 


and  treatment  is  better  understood,  and  exclusively 
understood,  by  those  States  themselves,  and  that, 
whatever  ought  cr  can  be  done  for  this  unfortunate 
class  of  people,  should  be  left  to  the  States  respec- 
tively in  which  they  are  situated. 

But,  sir,  I  have  been  strongly  reminded  of  the 
necessity  of  this  resolution  by  a  recollection  of  the 
manner  in  which  an  honest  post-rider,  and  no 
slaveholder,  in  my  neighborhood,  reprimanded  and 
put  me  to  silence,  on  my  return  home  last  Spring: 
for  the  people  in  the  Western  country  not  owning 
slaves,  hold  their  heads,  and  that  justly  too,  as 
high  as  those  who  do,  and  take  upon  themselves 
to  inquire  about  public  business,  and  into  the  con- 
duct of  those  whom  they  elevate  to  office. 

This  honest  man  asked  me  what  important 
measures  we  had  passed  during  the  session.  I 
proceeded  to  enumerate  all,  which  you  know  were 
but  few,  and  apologized  for  not  doing  more,  from 
the  great  length  of  time  which  had  been  employed 
on  the  Missouri  question.  Sir,  said  he,  that  ought 
not  to  have  taken  so  wise  a  body  as  Congress  half 
an  hour  to  decide  it ;  for  I  satisfied  my  mind  upon 
it  in  less  lime.  I  endeavored  to  evade  the  sevw- 
ity  of  the  stroke,  by  remarking  that  it  was  an  im- 
portant question,  and  the  arguments  on  both  sides 
had  been  lengthy  and  able.  He  promptly  replied 
that  he  could  not  see  what  ground  there  was  for 
argument  upon  so  plain  a  question  as  the  right  of 
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Congress  to  dictate  to  Missouri  about  having  or 
not  having  negroes;  a  matter  which  concerned 
her,   and   which   other  States  had    decided   for 
themselves.     I  was  heartily  tired  of  the  Missouri 
question,  and  made  another  attempt  to  divert  him 
by  remarking  that  we  had  this  consolation,  that| 
at  the  next  session,  the  public  business  could  be 
attended  to,  having  finally  compromised  and  set- 
tled the  disagreeable  contest,  by  allowing  a  re- 
striction on  the  Territory  ;  and  there,  said  he,  you 
suffered  yourselves  to  be  yankied,  by  giving  up 
the  restriction  on  the   Territory,  for  a  right   to 
which  Missouri  was  entitled  without  it.     Such  is 
the  force  of  sound,  impartial,  unsophisticated  sense, 
that  it  carried  conviction  to  the  bystanders:  they 
laughed  to  hear  the  post-rider  gain  so  fair  a  tri- 
umph, and  I  could  not  deny  him  a  victory.    Now, 
sir,  I  have  anticipated  with  some  concern,  that  I 
should  meet  this  plain, common-sense  man  again; 
and,  if  so,  I  have  imagined  that  he  would  say,  sir, 
I  thought  you  told  me  that  the  Missouri  question 
had  been  finally  settled,  and  that  you  would,  at 
the  next  session,  be  able  to  do  the  people's  busi- 
ness.    I  would  answer:  true,  I  did,  but  the  friends 
of  restriction  found  fault  with  the  constitution  of 
Missouri,  because  free  blacks  and  mulattoes  were 
forbidden  to  go  there ;  and  they  were  said  to  be 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  therefore  privi- 
leged.    He  will  be  almost  certain  to  say,  because 
he  has  a  knack  of  putting  things  in  a  strong  point— 
and  what !  are  blacks  and   mulattoes  citizens  of 
the  United  States!  and  have  they,  therefore,  a 
right  to  be  members  of  Congress  or  President' of 
the  United  States?    But,  I  shall  repeat  that  this 
was  the  opinion— right  or  wrong  I  leave  you  to 
decide— of  a   majority  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
^ntatives,  and,  therefore,  they  were  dissatisfied. 
He  will  then  likely  inquire,  is  not  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  above  all  other  laws  ? 
for,  I  assure  you  that  it  is  a  principle  well  known 
to  our  constables  and  magistrates,  who  sometimes 
decide  a  law  to  be  repugnant  to  the  Constitution, 
and  therefore  void.     I  must  repeat  it  to  have  been 
the  opinion   of  a   majority,  that  they  could  not 
trust  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United   States  to 
weigh  against  the  constitution  of  Missouri.     The 
mquiry  will  then  be  made,  whether,  as  the  first 
section  of  the  law  which  provides  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Missouri  had  been  violated,  the  last  sec- 
tion of  the  same  law,  which  imposed  the  restric- 
tion, as  the  consideration   of  the  admission   of 
Missouri,  had  not  been  repealed  ?     I  wish  sir  to 
be  prepared  to  tell  this  honest  man  and  others  'for 
^reat  is  the  solicitude,  and  numerous  will  be'  the 
inquiries,  that  the  restriction  has  been  repealed  • 
or,  at  least,  to  have  the  poor  consolation  of  being 
enabled  to  say,  that  I  performed  my  duty  by  en- 
deavoring to  have  it  repealed.     And  I  beg  that 
my  dilemma  may  not  be  disregarded ;  for  if  the 
restriction  should  not  be  repealed,  he  will  surely 
repeat  the  charge  before  made,  and  with  <rreater 
reason,  that  we  had  suffered  ourselves  to  iS  thor- 
oughly yankied.     For,  if  this   resolution  be  not 
adopted,  you  will  have  the  advantage  both   in 
land  and  negroes. 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  feel  myself  constrained  to  com- 


municate mv  sensations  on  a  late  occasion,  al- 
though I  had  designed,  until  this  moment,  to  con- 
fine them  within  my  own  breast.     I  verily  believe, 
sir,  that  if  members  would,  upon  this  fioor,  use 
naore  ingenuousness,  not  only  in  disclosing  their 
views,  but  m  temperately  exposing  their  feelings 
our  discussions  would  be  much  simplified  and  cur- 
tailed.    We  should  then  know  where  to  direct 
arguments,  or  whether  it  were  worth  while  to  use 
them  at  all.     But,  sir,  to  proceed  :  After  the  late 
vote  by  which  Missouri  was  refused  admittance 
into  the  Union,  while  descending  the  hill  west- 
wardly  from  this  Capitol,  with  my  face  turned 
towards   lU-fated   Missouri,   my   home,   and   my 
friend.s,  strongly  and  deeply  feeling  the  unkind 
blow  given  to  her  rights  and  those  of  one-half  the 
Union,  I  felt  such  maddening  sensations  as  I  only 
recollect  to  have  experienced   on  a  few   former 
occasions :  One,  sir,  on  the  occlusion  of  the  port 
of  New   Orleans   by  Spain  ;  when   distress  and 
ruin  threatened   our  land!     Another,  when  the 
President's   proclamation   arrived   in   the   West, 
containing  an  annunciation  that  the  sovereignty 
and  flag  of  the  United  States  had  been  violated 
and  insulted  in  our  own  waters,  by  the  attack  of 
the  British  ship  Leopard   of  50  guns,  upon  the 
United  States  frigate  Chesapeake  of  38  ;  and  the 
third,   when,  at  the   commencement  of  the  late 
war,  owing  to  the  weakness  or  treachery  of  Gen- 
eral Hull,  or  both,  Detroit  and  the  Northern  army 
were   surrendered,  and    the  whole  northwestern 
frontier  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  threatened 
with  blood  and  desolation.     Upon  all  these  occa- 
sions, my  voice  was  heard  endeavoring  to  explain 
our  wrongs  and  dangers,  and  to  inspire  my  fellow- 
men  with  just  feelings  of  resentment ;  nor  did  I 
decline  ottering  the  aid  of  my  feeble  arm. 

Mr.   Speaker,  I  beg  that'  I  may  not  be  mis- 
understood ;    these   were    my    involuntary   emo- 
tions, but  they  have  subsided  and  become  calm     I 
know  my  rights  and  my  duty  as  an  American 
citizen  ;  and  I  am  incapable  of  thinking  of  any 
force  except  that  which  is  moral  and  Constitu- 
tional.   But,  sir,  though  I  retire  from  this  mag- 
nificent hall  to  my  humble  fireside  and  my  fields 
the  injuries  of  Missouri  shall  not  be  forgotten  or 
concealed;  they  will  continue  to   be  uppermost 
upon  my  mind,  on  my  lying  down  and  risin*'  up 
on  my  going  out  and  coming  in.    Mr.  Swaker,  it 
surely  becomes  the  councils  of  this  nation  to  in- 
quire with  care  and  anxiety  into  the  course  likely 
to  be  pursued  by  Missouri.     I,  sir,  will  use  this 
occasion  to  say  to  their  Representatives  and  Sen- 
ators, and,  through  them  to  the  people  of  Missouri, 
what  I  have  not  communicated  to  those  crentle- 
raen,  personally,  that,  as  they  have  come  forward 
and  offered  her  constitution,  or,  to  use  the  lan- 
guage of  court  etiquette,  have  called  and  left  their 
card,  which  has  not  been  returned,  but  rejected, 
and  have  also  offered  to  pay  a  personal  visit,  but 
have  had  the  door  shut  in  their  face,  and  refused 
admittance,  that  they  now,  although  mortified  and 
humiliated,  should  return  quietly  to  their  growing 
State,  and   there  remain,  with  an  elevated  mien 
and  inflexible  purpose,  until  the  future  agents  of 
this  Government  shall  forward  to  them  an  invita- 


1209 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1210 


February,  1821. 


Reduction  of  Salaries. 


H.  or  R. 


tion  to  attend  her  councils  in  this  Chamber.    Will 
Missouri  lay  down  the  full  and  proud  dress  of  i 
State  gwernjnent,  and  again  cover  herself  with  the 
lowly  dishabille  of  a  Territory  ?     Sir,  I  know  the  j 
character  of  the  population  of  Missouri,  and  have 
the  pleasure  of  a  personal  acquaintance  with  many 
of  her  respectable  and  influential  citizens  ;  they  I 
are  enterprising,  intelligent,  and  bold  ;  they  have  ' 
an  ardent  and  invincible  attachment  to  liberty ; ' 
while  they  reverence  legitimate  government  and 
laws.     And,  sir,  from  my  knowledge  of  this  peo- 
ple, I  will  venture  to  say,  with  great  confidence, 
that  you  might  as  soon  expect,  by  your  mandate, 
to  roll  back  the  onward  floods  of  her  majestic  Mis- 
souri from  the  ocean  !   You,  sir,  may  desolate  their  j 
fields,  and  raze  their  habitations,  but  you  cannot 
bend  their  necks  to  your  unconstitutional  yoke.      | 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  design  to  use,  I  will  not ! 
use,  the  language  of  menace.  I  speak,  however,  1 
fearless,  and  without  disguise.  Sir,  he  knows  but  i 
little  of  the  character  of  the  Southern  and  West- 1 
ern  delegation  and  States,  who,  while  Missouri's  ( 
wrongs  remain  unredressed,  can  look  for  happy  I 
and  calm  legislation  on  this  floor.  While  our  | 
young  sister  Missouri,  for  imputed  wrongs,  not  her  j 
own,  but  ours,  remains  bowed  down  and  covered  , 
with  distress;  while  she  remains  shut  out  from  i 
this  Hall  pale  and  sorrowful,  and  exposed  to  the 
most  wasteful  elements,  your  sentinels  may  cry 
peace,  peace,  all's  well ! — but,  I  tell  you,  deceive  ; 
not  yourselves,  there  is  no  peace  !  | 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  detained  you  longer  than  i 
I  designed  to  have  done ;  my  remarks  have  been 
warm  and  desultory,  but  I  beg  you  to  believe,  that ' 
I  have  honestly  and  frankly  laid  open  the  feelings 
and  sentiments  of  my  heart,  and  have  advanced  > 
no  principle,  not  matured  by  reflection.     Permit  j 
me,  sir,  to  return  to  you,  and  the  members  of  this  I 
House,  my  kindest  thanks  for  the   patience  and  ' 
attention  with  which  you  have  heard  my  valedic- 
tory and  uninteresting  discourse.     And,  with  the 
most  fervent  sincerity  of  heart,  I  implore,  for  the  ' 
tranquillity  and  future  grandeur  of  our  common 
country,  tne  blessing  and  protection  of  that  Grod  1 
who  has  guided  us,  triumphant,  through  the  perils  i 
of  two  wars ;  that  God,  who  binds  tne  winds  of  • 
heaven  in  his  hand,  and  calms  the  troubled  seas,    j 

Mr.  B.  having  concluded —  j 

The  preliminary  question  was  put — "  Will  the  j 
House  now  proceed  to  consider  this  resolution  ?"  j 
It  was  decided  in  the  negative — seventy-nine  votes 
to  43.     So  the  resolution  lies  on  the  table. 

REDUCTION  OF  SALARIES,  Ac. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  which  was  the 
bill  to  reduce  (on  an  average  by  twenty  per  cent.) 
the  salaries  of  the  oflScers  oi  the  Grovernment,  with 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  reduce  the  pay  of  the  mem- 
bers from  eight  dollars  to  six  dollars  per  diem. 

Mr.  SiMRiNS,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  could 
not  refrain  from  expressing  his  warm  and  decided 
approbation  of  the  sentiments  delivered  by  the  two 
gentlemen  from  Kentucky,  (Messrs.  Anderson 
and  Robertson.)     In  doing  this  the  House  can- 


not but  see  how  utterly  mistaken  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  is  when  he  attempts  to  justify  his  mo- 
tion by  saying  that,  for  six  dollars  a  day,  the  ablest 
men  can  be  got  to  serve  in  Congress,  and  that  they 
will  be  sufficiently  permanent.  Every  step  this 
debate  progresses,  and  almost  every  member  that 
rises  to  address  you,  contradict  the  gentleman's  po- 
sition, and  show  that  scarcely  a  man  can  be  got 
to  serve  here  for  any  considerable  length  of  time. 
Many  are  induced  to  come  from  a  spirit  of  patri- 
otism, some  from  the  eclat  of  being  for  a  while 
members  of  Congress,  some  from  one  motive,  and 
some  from  another;  but  experience,  the  best  of 
all  tests,  has  invariably  proved  (in  a  very  few  in- 
stances excepted)  that,  by  the  time  such  members 
learn  the  routine  of  business — yes,  at  the  very  time 
when  they  become  fitted  to  render  real  service  to 
their  country — they  are  literally  driven  from  Con- 
gress by  the  poverty  of  the  salary  at  eight  dollars 
a  day.  What  then  are  we  to  think  of  a  proposi- 
tion that  goes  to  lessen  even  this  allowance  ?  Sir, 
I,  with  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  from  Mary- 
land, and,  indeed,  almost  every  gentleman  who 
has  spoken,  can  speak  disinterestedly  on  this  ques- 
tion. A  few  days  will  also  number  me  among 
those  who  were  so  kind  as  to  send  me  here,  free 
from  all  Congressional  interests  and  duties;  and  I 
venture  to  assert  for  the  Southern  States,  and  I 
think  I  might  for  the  Middle  States,  that  no  man 
with  a  family  can,  at  the  present  pay,  hold  a  seat 
here  for  any  length  of  time,  unless  ne  would  madly 
and  unnaturally  sacrifice  his  domestic  comforts 
and  private  interests — unless,  indeed,  he  would 
sacrifice  his  family.  Sir,  do  you  not  see  that  even 
every  two  years  there  is  a  change  of  a  third,  and 
sometimes  a  half  of  this  body  ?  What  does  this 
show  but  that  professional  men  and  others  so  sac- 
rifice their  interests  by  seats  here  that  they  are 
driven  to  abandon  them?  And  hence,  this  House 
is  doomed  to  an  instability  and  a  fluctuation  so 
ruinous  as  to  unsettle  and  sacrifice  every  thing  dear 
to  the  country.  In  truth,  almost  every  class  of  the 
community  are  denied  to  come  here,  except  two — 
those  who  are  very  rich,  and  those  who  are  seek- 
ing other  and  more  profitable  places  through  Ex- 
ecutive patronage  and  otherwise.  If  the  present 
order  of  things  exists,  the  endeavor  to  preserve 
this  body  pure  and  independent  will  be  fruitless 
and  vain.  In  vain  will  it  be  that  the  Constitu- 
tution,  for  the  wisest  purposes,  has  declared  the 
three  main  branches  of"  the  Government  separate 
and  independent.  Lower  your  present  pay,  (al- 
ready too  low,)  and  this  independence  and  purity 
will  exist  only  in  name. 

Sir,  the  importance  of  this  subject  swells  as  we 
progress.  I  should  not  have  risen  but  from  a  con- 
sideration of  its  being  of  the  last  importance.  I 
forbear  to  press  a  view  indelibly  stamped  with  in- 
terest, though  not  with  novelty. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Campbell) 
says  that,  whilst  diminishing  the  salaries  of  the 
military  and  civil  officers,  the  majority  would  be 
inconsistent  not  to  embrace  their  own  ;  that  they 
ought  first  to  have  begun  with  themselves.  With 
the  consistency  of  the  majority  in  this  matter  I 
rejoice  to  have  had  nothing  to  do — no  sin  to 


1211 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1212 


0 


{ 


'ih 


H.  OP  R. 


Reduction  of  Solaria. 


February,  1821. 


answer  for.     Let  gentlemen  look  to  their  own  con- 
sistency.    They  have  made  their  own  choices.     I 
not  only  opposed  the  change  in  the  method  of 
paying  your  military  officers,  as  a  retrocession 
instead  of  an  advance  in  military  science,  as  novel, 
unequal,  and  unprecedented,  but  I  have  opposed 
the  diminution  ot  pay  and  salaries,  both  civil  and 
military,  for  various  reasons,  but  particularly  be- 
cause this  is  not  the  proper  time  to  settle  them. 
Some  salaries,  I  admit,  upon  the  change  of  times, 
may  be  a  little  too  high ;  but  is  it  not  clear  that 
we  ought  not  to  unsettle  and  render  fluctuating 
every  salary,  at  a  time  when  the  state  and  circum- 
stances of  the  nation  are  evidently  unsettled  ?  Look 
at  the  state  of  our  importations  and  of  our  currency. 
They  are  at  their  lowest  point  of  depression  ;  per- 
haps may  have  already   risen  a  little  from  the 
lowest  point.     Is  it  not  evident  that  the  importa- 
tions will  increase ;  that  bank  stock  is  rising,  be- 
cause our  banks  will  discount  more  liberally,  and 
throw  into  circulation  a  great  deal  more  money  ? 
Is  it  not  seen  from  these  premises,  that  no  man 
can  now  tell  what  would  be  an  adequate  salary 
for  any  number  of  years  ;  that  what  may  be  ample  I 
pay  this  year,  will' be  too  little  the  next,  and  still  I 
more  inadequate  the  next  after;  that,  bv legislating  i 
at  this  moment,  we  not  onlv  act  wit^  too  much  '< 
precipitation,  but  are  actually  legislating  in  the  , 
dark  ?      I   know  these  arguments,  which  were  t 
urjfed  by  me  on  the  bill  reducing  the  salaries  of 
military  officers,  two  or  three  days  ago,  had  no  i 
weight.     Thev  were  not  even  answered,  because  I 
every  thing  then  was  carried  by  a  dead,  deter-  ' 
mined,  unyielding  majority.     On  our  own  pay  I 
trust  they  will  have  more  weight.  .  ! 

But  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  says,  we  must  ' 
legislate  according  to  our  circumstances.     Sir, 
this  is  the  very  reason,  urged  in  part  before,  but 
which  permit  me  to  repeat,  whv  we  should  not  \ 
now  legislate  at  all.     How   do  'we  know  under 
what  circumstances  the  next  Congress  may  meet  ?  * 
Here  we  are  at  the  very  heel,  not  merely  of  the  ' 
session,  but  of  the  Congress,  legislating,  not  for  ; 
ourselves,  with  a  due  and  becoming  delicacy,  but 
legislating,  hastily  and  officiously,  for  the  next  : 
Congress.     The  gentleman  should  have   begun 
earlier.    He  should  have  begun  as  soon  as  it  was 
ascertained  by  the  annual  Treasury  report  of  the 
last  session,  that  loans  or  taxes  would  be  necessary. 
Sir,  with  the  first  gentleman  who  addressed  you, 
from  Kentucky,   (Mr.  Anderson,)  I  regret  ex- 
tremely that  this  subject  was  now  touched,  because, 
as  has  been  well  urged,  it  is  one  of  extreme  deli- 
cacy, and  the  investigation  of  which  has  hardly 
failed  to  agitate  the  continent  from  one  end  to  the 
other.     This  is  not  all ;  for  nothing  is  so  well  cal- 
culated to  create  distrust  towards  us,  and  so  to 
humble  this  body  in  the  eyes  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Foot  observed,  that  he  had  determined  not 
to  take  any  part  in  the  discussion  of  the  merits  of 
this  bill ;  but,  since  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
had  only  stated  his  own  views  of  the  subject,  and 
the  reasons  which  had  influenced  himself— and  in 
addition  to  this  had  also  stated,  that  he  was  pre- 
vented by  ill  health  from  attending  with  the  com- 
mittee during  their  investigation  of  the  subject 


referred  to  them,  and  had  assigned  this  as  the  rea- 
son for  not  answering  the  questions  which  had 
been  proposed  by  several  gentlemen  respecting  the 

principles  which  had  governed  the  committee he 

felt  himself  bound,  by  considerations  of  respect  to 
the  House,  as  well  as  to  individual  members,  and 
ill  justice  to  the  committee  to  state  frankly  his  own 
views,  and  also  the  reasons  which  had  induced  the 
committee  to  present  this  bill  to  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  so  far  at  least  as  he  was  able  to  un- 
derstand and  to  express  their  sentiments  on  the 
subject. 

Sir,  the  committee  have  investigated,  with  con- 
siderable labor  and  attention,  the  several  subjects 
referred  to  them  ;  and  the  bill  now  under  consid- 
eration is  the  result  of  their  examination,  so  far  as 
r^pects  the  amount  of  the  compensation  to  the 
I  officers  and  others  embraced  in  the  resolution. 
!  They  have  endeavored  to  equalize  and  apportion 
the  compensation  to  the  services  performed,  with 
a  due  regard  to  the  talents  and  qualifications  ne- 
I  cessary  for  the  faithful   discharge  of  the  duties 
j  assigned  to  them.     They  have  been  guided  in  some 
I  measure  by  the  amount   of  salaries,   which  the 
I  officers  and  others  received  previous  to  the  year 
i  1815,  since  which  period  most  of  the  salaries  have 
i  been  increased. 

i  Thecommittee  believed  that  if  the  compensation 
t  was  not  reduced  below  the  amount  fixed  by  law, 
;  previous  to  1816,  it  could  not  be  claimed  that  the 
I  salaries  contemplated  by  the  present  bill  would  be 
I  insufficient,  considering  the  present  appreciation  of 
I  the  value  of  money  ;  and  they  do  not  hesitate  to 
say  that  salary  officers,  even  with  the  reduction 
!  proposed  by  the  present  bill,  would  suffer  less  than 
'  any  other  portion  of  the  community ;  for,  if  the 
I  same  salaries  furnished  an  adequate  support  in 
1815,  they  certainly  would  be  amply  sufficient  at 
\  the  present  time. 

It  will  not  be  denied  that  the  present  state  of  the 
j  finances  of  the  country,  and  our  future  prospects 
of  revenue,  demand  a  very  considerable  reduction 
;  of  the  present  salaries  of  the  officers  in  the  civil, 
as  well  as  in  every  other  department  of  the  Gov- 
;  ernment,  in  addition  to  other  practicable  retrench- 
ments, in  order  to  bring  our  expenditures  within 
our  means,  and  prevent  the  necessity  of  resorting 
to  loans  or  direct  taxation  to  meet  the  expenditure 
of  Government  in  profotmd  peace. 

The  committee  have  endeavored  to  discharge 
faithfully  the  duties  assigned  to  them ;  they  feel 
no  personal  solicitude  for  the  fate  of  this  bill,  but 
in  common  with  those  who  consider  retrenchment 
in  our  expenses  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  the 
country.  But,  sir,  they  do  feel  a  deep  solicitude, 
that  some  measures  may  be  adopted  by  which  the 
Government  may,  by  a  reasonable  retrenchment, 
prevent  the  entire  destruction  of  our  most  valuable 
institutions,  which  will  be  the  inevitable  conse- 
quence of  our  increasing  expenses  and  our  dimin- 
ished resources. 

Sir,  my  attention  has  been  drawn  to  this  subject 
from  the  first  commencement  of  the  last  session, 
in  consequence  of  the  enormous  increase  of  the 
appropriations  for  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy 
Departments.     It  will  be  recollected  that  a  resold 
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tion  was  introduced  by  me  at  the  last  session  for 
instructing  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  act  of 
April,  1818,  increasing  the  number,  as  well  as  the 
compensation  of  the  clerks  in  the  several  Depart- 
ments, but  which,  with  every  other  effort  in  favor 
of  retrenchment  during  the  session,  failed. 

I  consider  the  extraordinary  and  unprecedented 
increase  of  expense  in  the  various  Departments  of 
our  Government,  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war, 
a  growing  evil,  wholly  inconsistent  with  that  re- 
publican simplicity  which  formerly  characterized 
our  Government,  and  which,  in  my  opinion,  is 
essential  to  its  very  existence. 

Sir,  we  have  been  too  much  in  the  habit  of 
apeing  the  manners,  luxuries,  and  extravagance 
of  the  Old  World  ;  we  have  taken  the  monarchial 
governments  of  Europe  as  a  pattern  for  the  admin- 
istration of  our  plain  republican  system  ;  and  we 
have  been  following,  with  rapid  strides,  in  the  path 
which  has  led  to  the  destruction  of  all  the  ancient 
republics,  and  unless  our  progress  is  soon  arrested, 
the  same  inevitable  doom  awaits  our  own. 

The  investigation  of  this  subject  has  convinced 
ray  mind  that  a  radical  reform  has  become  neces- 
sary; and,  to  use  the  phrase  which  a  gentleman 
at  the  last  session  applied  to  the  revenue  system 
on  the  tariff  bill,  there  is  something  rotten  in  the 
system. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  (Mr.  Kinsey) 
has  my  warmest  acknowledgements,  for  the  mo- 
tion which  he  has  made  to  amend  the  bill  by  eras- 
ing the  clerk  of  the  superintendent  of  the  Patent 
Office,  with  the  explanation  made  by  him ;  and 
confirmed  b^  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  V\  ays  and  Means,  who  has  informed  the 
House  that  the  superintendent  and  clerk  of  the 
Patent  Office  are  officers  unknown  to  our  laws. 
They  have  relieved  me  from  the  necessity  of 
appealing  to  the  laws  to  prove  the  fact.  By 
your  laws  the  Patent  Office  is  a  branch  of  the 
State  Department,  and  has  always  been  kept  by  a  | 
clerk  of  that  Department  until  the  act  ot  1818, 
and  until  1808  is  not  even  found  in  your  appro- 

friation  bills.  But  what  is  its  present  condition  ? 
t  has  lately  grown  into  a  department  with  all  the 
paraphernalia  of  office,  a  superintendent,  with  his 
clerk  and  messenger,  created  by  your  appropria- 
tion bills.  Yes,  sir,  messenger  !  another  creature 
of  appropriation  bills,  which  have  become  of  late 
a  very  convenient  mode  of  creating  offices,  and 
increasing  the  numberof  officers  without  the  usual 
formalities  of  ordinary  laws. 

It  is  onlv  necessary  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  consideration  of  the  subject,  to  con- 
vince every  member  of  the  impropriety  of  this 
mode  of  legislating  men  into  place.  Look  at  your 
appropriation  bills!  What  is  their  language? 
"  For  paying  an  assistant  to  the  Chief  Clerk  and 
messengers"  not  authorized  by  existing  laws,  «tc., 

"  and  for  extra  clerks" dollars. 

Sir,  this  mode  of,  (I  had  almost  said  of  smug- 
gling) officers  into  place  by  appropriation  bills,  has 
become  a  most  fertile  source  of  abuse  and  of  ex- 
travagant expenditure.  Instead  of  creating  those 
offices  by  special  laws,  when  a  thorough  examina 


tion  could  be  had,  it  has,  I  believe,  often  been 
found  convenient  after  an  appropriation  bill  has 
been  under  consideration  for  several  days,  and  its 
details  fully  examined,  to  add  a  few  more  clerks 
by  way  of  amendment,  because  it  is  said  their  ser- 
vices are  found  to  be  indispensable,  and  the  mo- 
tion prevails,  because  the  bill  must  be  passed,  or 
the  wheels  of  Government  must  stop. 
I  The  gentleman  from  Maryland  has  rather  inti- 
[  mated  than  openly  declared  that  the  pay  of  the 
clerks  has  not  been  increased  since  the  year  1815. 
Sir,  in  answer  to  this,  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  printed  documents  on 
our  tables,  and  to  an  examination  of  the  gentle- 
man's own  appropriation  bills,  within  the  last  fire 
years.  A  document  has  been  laid  before  us  which 
purports  to  be  "  summary  of  compensations  for 
executive  departments  in  the  years  1790,  1795 
1800,  1808,  1816,  1820,"  which  shows  i  most 
enormous  increase  of  the  expenditures  in  those 
Departments  even  since  the  close  of  the  late  war. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen 
particularly  to  this  document,  the  authenticity  and 
accuracy  of  which  will  not  be  questioned ;  and  1 
would  only  ask  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  to 
reconcile  his  remarks  with  this  official  statement. 

We  find,  bv  turning  to  this  document,  the  ex- 
penditure in  the  several  Departments,  at  the  diflfer- 
ent  periods,  to  be  as  follows: 

la  1790  -        -        -        .  ^41,868  73 

1795  -        -        .        .  71,997  06 

1800  -        -        -        .  125,581  32 

1808  -        -        -        -  142,352  83 

1816  ....  274,442  47 

1820  -        -        -        .  353,097  60 

Sir,  thi.s  document  speaks  a  language  which 
cannot  be  misunderstood.  It  needs  no  comment. 
Will  the  people  of  the  United  States  consent  to 
pay  taxes,  or«borrow  money  to  support  this  expen- 
sive, not  to  say  extravagant,  system  ?  For  one,  I 
I  can  say,  my  vote  will  not  be  given  either  for  loans 
or  taxes,  in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  to  support 
this  rapidly  increasing  expenditure — nor  on  any 
conditions,  until  I  can  see  some  favorable  prospect 
of  a  thorough  reform  and  general  retrenchment  in 
the  expenditures  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Campbell  withdrew  his  amendment,  and, 
in  lieu  thereof,  proposed  the  following,  to  come 
\  in  after  the   enacting  clause  of  the  second  sec- 
tion, viz :  "  That  the  compensation  now  allowed 
to  the  members  of  the  Senate,  and  members  and 
delegates  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
,  to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  j/ro  tempore,  and 
j  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  shall  be 
\  reduced  twenty-five  per  cent.,  and" 

Which  being  read,  and  the  question  stated  therc- 
i  on,  Mr.  Anoerson  moved  that  the  bill  be  post- 
\  poned  indefinitely ;  and,  the  question  being  taken 
i  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
,  49,  nays  107,  as  follows : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Maua- 
chusetts,  Anderson,  Baldwin.  Bayly,  Brevard.  Brush, 
Butler  of  Louisiana,  Clay,  Crafts,  Crowell,  Cushman, 
Cutbbert,  Dickinson,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Fisher, 
Folger,  Ford,  Fuller,  Gotham,  Hackley,  Jones  of  Ten- 
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nessee,  Kinilej,  Lathrop,  Little,  McCullough,  McLean 
of  Kentockj,  Meecb,  Montgomery,  S.  Moore,  Moseley, 
Neale,  Newton,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Rankin, 
Reid,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Sergeant,  Simkins,  Smith 
of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  North 
Carolina,  Street,  Trimble,  Upham,  and  Wallace. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  New  York,  Archer 
of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Bateman,  Beecher,  Boden,  Bryan,  BufTum,  Butler  of 
New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Case,  Clagett, 
Cobb,  Cocke,  Culbreth,  Calpeper,  Dane,  Darlington, 
Davidson,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Earlc,  Eddy,  Edwards 
of  N.  Carolina,  Fay,  Floyd,  Foot,  Forrest,  Garnett, 
Gray,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania, 
Guyon,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  North  Carolina, 
Hardin,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibshman, 
Hill,  Hobart.  Hooks,  Hostetter,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones 
of  Virginia,  Kent,  Kinsey,  Lincoln,  Livermore,  Maclay, 
McCoy,  McCreary,  .Mallary,  Marchand,  Meigs,  Mer- 
cer, Metcalf,  Monell,  R.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Morton, 
Murray,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Phelps,  Philson, 
Pitcher,  Plumer,  Randolph,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richards,  Rich- 
mond, Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sawyer,  Shaw,  Sloan,  A. 
Smjth  of  Virginia,  Southard,  Stevens,  Strong  of  Ver- 
mont, Strong  of  New  York.  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Toralin- 
■on,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Udree,  Walker,  Warfield,  Wendover,  Williams 
of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wood. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendmeDt 
moved  by  Mr.  Campbell;  when, 

Mr.  Archer  moved  to  substitute,  in  lieu  of  that 
amendment,  the  following:  *'  That  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, passed  on  the  22d  day  of  January,  1818,  en- 
titled 'An  act  allowing  compensation  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate,  members  of  the  House  of 
Representotives  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the 
delegates  from  Territories,  and  repealing  all  the 
laws  on  that  subject,'  shall,  from  and  after  the 
third  day  of  March  next,  be  repealed." 

And  the  question  being  taken  theteon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  then  again  recurred  on  Mr.  Camp- 
bell's amendment. 

Mr.  Rhea  moved  to  amend  the  same,  by  insert- 
ing, after  the  words  "per  cent.,"  these  words: 
"  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  August,  1820." 

Mr.  Clay,  with  the  expressed  intention  of  put- 
ting the  bill  and  amendment  to  sleep,  as  one  which 
would  be  productive  of  nothing  but  a  useless  con- 
sumption of  time,  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
ble; and  the  motion  was  agreed  to — 84  to  62. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  on  tne  table. 


TnuRsnAY,  February  22. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  fur- 
ther to  establish  the  compensation  of  the  officers 
employed  in  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

An  engrossed  resolution  providing  for  jails,  in 
certain  cases,  for  the  safe  custody  of  persons  com- 
mitted under  the  authority  of  the  United  States 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke, 

ResUveoL,  That  this  House  will,  at  12  o'clock  on 
Monday  next,  proceed   to  ballot   for  a  printer  to 


execute  its  work  during  the  next  Congress,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  the  "  resolution  direct- 
ing the  manner  in  which  the  printing  of  Congress 
shall  be  executed,  fixing  the  prices  thereof,  and 
providing  for  the  appointment  of  a  printer,  or  prin- 
ters," passed  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1819. 

Mr.  Crowell  moved  that  the  several  orders  of 
the  day  which  precede  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of 
public  lands  prior  to  the  1st  of  July,  1820,"  be 
postponed,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  said  bill 
mto  consideration. 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  or- 
ders of  the  day  which  precede  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  naval  service  of  the  United 
States,  were  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  a  report 
on  the  subject  of  weights  and  measures,  prepared 
in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  14th  December,  1819;  which 
letter  and  report  were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
table. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pre.sident  of  the  U.NiTED  States  : 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

The  Treaty  of  Amity,  Settlement,  and  Limits,  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Spain,  signed  on  the 
22d  of  February,  1819,  having  been  ratified  by  the 
contracting  parties,  and  the  ratifications  having  been 
exchanged,  it  is  herewith  communicated  to  Congress, 
that  such  legislative  measures  may  be  taken  as  they 
shall  judge  proper,  for  carrying  the  same  into  execu- 
tion. 

;  JAMES  MONROE. 

Washiwgtox,  February  22,  1821. 

The  Message  was  read,  and,  together  with  the 
Treaty,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  year  1821  ;  and  on  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  building  of  lighthouses  on  Cross  and  Pond 
Islands,  in  the  harbor  of  Boothbay,  and  at  the 
mouth  of  Oswego  river ;  and  placing  buoys  on 
the  Shoals  of  Nantucket  and  Vineyard  Sound, 
near  the  harbor  of  Wickford,  and  on  the  Allamaha 
river,  and  for  other  purpoies ;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Foot  reported  the  former  of  the 
said  bills  with  amendments,  and  the  latter  with- 
out amendment. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments aforesaid  ;  when 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  bill  with  the 
amendments  lie  on  the  table;  which  being  reject- 
ed, the  said  amendments  were  concurred  in,  and 
the  bills  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  sever- 
ally read  a  third  lime  to-morrow. 
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CASE  OF  COMMODORE  TUCKER. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  the  relief  of  Com- 
modore Samuel  Tucker,  as  amended  in  this  House, 
so  as  to  reduce  the  annuity  to  $20  per  month,  was 
read  a  third  time.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  de- 
bate on  the  bill.  The  gentlemen  who  spoke  on 
the  subject  were: 

Fur  the  bill — Messrs.  Montgo.mery,  Fuller,  and 
Pi-nckney. 

Against  the  bill — Messrs.  Metcalf,  Cobb,  Har- 
din, Little,  and  Tucker,  of  Virginia. 

The  bill  was  supported  on  the  ground  of  the 
great  merit  of  Commodore  Tucker  as  a  warrior  of 
the  Revolution,  and  his  present  reduced  circum- 
stances. The  objections  were  twofold :  1st,  on 
the  score  of  hostility  to  pensions  in  general,  on  any 
other  principle  than  that  of  wounds  or  disability 
incurred  in  service;  and,  secondly,  to  paying  out 
of  a  fund  (the  Navy  Pension  Fund)  created  since 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution — a  pension  for 
Revolutionary  services.  To  the  first  objection  it 
was  replied,  that  this  case  was  very  similar  in 
principle  to  that  of  General  Stark,  and  to  other 
cases  in  which  pensions  had  been  granted  for  ser- 
vices, and  not  for  disability ;  and  to  the  second, 
that  the  act  creatine  the  Navy  Pension  Fund  con- 
tained a  provision  that  the  surplus  thereof  should 
be  applied  to  objects  of  this  description,  and  that 
there  was  no  reason  for  discriminating  between 
our  naval  heroes,  whether  they  served  before  or 
after  the  passage  of  this  act ;  being  in  the  one  case 
or  the  other  entitled  to  stand  on  the  same  footing. 

These  were  the  general  grounds  of  argument. 
pro  and  von. 

Mr.  Metcalf  spoke  as  follows : 

I  do  not  rise,  said  he,  in  opposition  to  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  now  under  consideration,  because 
I  have- less  of  the  good  feelings  of  sympathy  and 
of  kindness  for  our  distinguished  Commodores,  for 
officers  and  soldiers,  than  the  worthy  gentlemen 
who  have  so  zealously  advocated  the  measure. 
The  bill  will  be  partial  in  its  operation — in  prin- 
ciple unjust.  Commodore  Tucker,  too  wealthy  to 
avail  himself  of  the  provisions  of  the  general  pen- 
sion law,  seeks  to  obtain  a  pension  from  the  Grovern- 
raent,  by  the  passage  of  an  act  for  his  special  and 
exclusive  benefit.  I  will  not  call  into  question  the 
merits  of  the  application  ;  but  I  believe  the  claims 
of  many  others,  of  equal  merit,  have  been  very 
righteously  rejected.  If  we  had  an  inexhaustible 
fund,  a  pile  of  jingling  dollars  as  high  as  a  moun- 
tain, to  which  we  could  resort  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  the  means  by  which  to  make  a  display 
of  our  generosity,  I  would  go  as  far  as  any  other 
man  in  dealing  out  the  bounty  of  my  country  to 
Commodores,  to  officers,  and  soldiers.  But  in  this, 
as  in  every  case  of  a  similar  character,  I  consider 
it  the  duty  of  Congress  to  look  at  both  sides  of  the 
question,  and  not  altogether  at  the  one  side;  that 
we  should  decide  between  the  citizen  and  the  sol- 
dier on  principles  of  stern  and  undeviating  justice. 

It  does  seem  to  me,  that  we  should  not  suffer 
our  feelings  m  behalf  of  those  upon  whom  the 
public  treasury  appears  to  have  such  powerful  at- 
tractions, to  mislead  our  judgment;  or, rather,  that 
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we  should  not  entirely  forget  to  feel  for  that  class 
of  our  fellow-citizens  from  whose  pockets  the  cash 
is  to  be  drawn,  by  which  we  are  to  manifest  our 
liberality. 

Reward  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  your  coun- 
try, I  beseech  you — amply  reward  them :  give  pen- 
sions to  those  who  are  entitled  to  pensions,  and 
never  withhold  your  bounty  from  those  who  have 
sustaiiied  injuries  and  wounds,  and  have  shed  their 
blood  in  the  service  and  battles  of  their  country ; 
withhold  justice  from  none.     But  do  not  sacrifice 
.your  industrious  and  productive  citizens,  whose 
lot  it  is  to  drudge  and  toil  for  the  support  of  the 
whole,  upon  the  altar  of  a  misapplied  generosity. 
When  I  reflect  on  the  past  and  the  present,  said 
Mr.  M.,  it  fills  me  with  the  most  afflicting  and 
melancholy  forebodings  for  the  future.     We  have 
biit  little  to  fear  from  our  enemies,  much  from  our 
friends.     In  discharging  the  obligation  of  grati- 
tude to  public  functionaries  and  military  men,  both 
liberty  and  property  will  in  the  end  be  required. 
Tell  me  not  of  precedents;  a  righteous  cause  re-^ 
quires  no  such  propping,  but  relies  for  success  upon 
its  own  intrinsic  merits.     If  the  Government  has 
before  done  wrong,  will  you  plead  it  in  justification 
of  another  wrong  which  you  wish  to  impose  on 
your  citizens  ?     If  the  treasure  of  this  people  has, 
at  any  former  period,  been  wasted  with  the  hand 
of  profusion  and  extravagance,  until  they  have 
been  imperceptibly  conducted  to  the  very  brink  of 
ruin,  will  you  plead  the  precedent  which  met  the 
sanction  of  an  inconsiderate  and  an  evil  hour,  for 
precipitating  them  from  the  precipice? 

Shall  we  not  retreat  while  it  is  in  our  power  to  do 
so,  and  when  we  have  such  fair  warning  of  the 
dangers  that  lie  immediately  before  us?  Shall  we 
go  on  to  justify  one  wrong  with  another,  until  we 
oppress,  with  excessive  burdens,  the  great  mass  of 
our  fellow-citizens,  and  make  them  bow  down, 
dispirited  and  despairing,  beneath  a  load  of  intol- 
erable taxation? 

With  these  feelino;s  and  sentiments,  I  will  only 
add,  that  I  do  enter  the  most  solemn  protest  against 
the  passage  of  the  bill  before  us. 

The  yeas  and  nays  on  the  final  passage  of  the 
bill  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.    Adams,    Allen    of    .Massachusetts, 
Allen,    of   New    York,     Baldwin,    Bateman,   Baylj, 
Beecher,    Bloonifield,    Brush,    Butler   of  Louisiana, 
Campbell,    Case,    Clark,    Clay,    Crawford,    Crowell, 
Cushman,   Dane,    Darlington,   Deniaon,    Dickinson, 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Eustis,  Fay,  Folger,  Ford, 
Forrest,  Fuller,  Gorham,  Gross  of  New  York,  HackJey, 
Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hill,  Hobart,  Jones  of 
Tennessee,    Kinsey,  Kinsley,   Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Ma- 
clay, McCreary,  McCullough,  Mallary,  Meech,  Meigs, 
Mercer,  Monell,  Montgomery,  S.  Moore,  Morton,  Mose- 
ley,    Murray,    Neale,    Nelson   of  Virginia,  Newton, 
Parker  of   Massachusetts,   Pinckney,    Pitcher,    Reid, 
Ringgold,  Rogers,   Russ,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Simkins, 
Sloan,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont, 
Strong  of  New  York,  Udree,  Van  Rensselaer,  Walker, 
Wallace,  and  Whitman— 77. 

Nats— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of 
Virginia,  Baker,  Ball,  Barbour,  Blackledge,  Boden, 
Brevard,  Brown,  Bryan,   Buffum,  Cannon,   Clagett, 
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Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Cuthbert,  Davidson,  Dewitt, 
Earle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd, 
Foot,  Gamett,  Gray,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hall  of 
New  York,  Hardin,  Hibshman,  Hooks,  Hostetter, 
Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Little, 
Livermore,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Marchand, 
Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Parker  of  Virginia, 
Patterson,  Plumer,  Randolph,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richards, 
Robertson,  Ross,  iShaw,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith 
of  North  Carolina,  Southard,  Stevens,  Swearingen, 
Terrell,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Vir- 
grinia.  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Upham, 
Wendover,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Wood — 75. 

MISSOURL 

Mr.  Clay  then  rose  to  make  his  expected  mo- 
tion respecting  Missouri,  which  was  m  the  fol- 
lowing shape : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  on  the 
part  of  this  House,  jointly  with  such  committee  as  may 
be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  consider 
and  report  to  the  Senate  and  to  the  House,  respect- 
ively, whether  it  be  expedient  or  not  to  make  provision 
for  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  original  States,  and  for  the  due 
execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  within  Mis- 
souri ;  and,  if  not,  whether  any  other,  and  what  pro- 
vision, adapted  to  her  actual  condition,  ought  to  be 
made  by  law. 

On  this  motion  there  took  place  a  debate  of 
about  one  hour's  length. 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  strik- 
ing out  these  words,  viz :  "  and  if  not,  whether 
any  other  and  what  provision  adapted  to  her  ac- 
tual condition  ou^ht  to  be  made  by  law." 

And  the  question  being  taken  so  to  amend,  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  agree  to  the  reso- 
lution, and  passed  in  the  affirmative,  yeas  101, 
nays  55,  as  follows : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Abbot,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  An- 
derson, Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia, 
Baker,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Black- 
ledge,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brown,  Brush,  Bryan, 
Campbell,  Cannon,  Clark,  Clay,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts, 
Crowell,  Culpeper,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Dane,  Dar- 
lington, Davidson,  Dickinson,  Earle,  Eddy,  Eustis, 
Fisher,  Folger,  Ford,  Fuller,  Gross  of  New  York, 
Groas  of  Pennsylvania,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hardm, 
Hendricks,  Hill,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Jackson,  Jones  of 
Tennessee,  Kent,  Kinsey,  Little,  Livermore,  McCoy, 
McCreary,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary.  Meech, 
Meigs,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Montgomery,  R.  Moore,  S. 
Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Morton,  Murray,  Neale,  New- 
ton,  Parker  of  Massachusetu,  Pinckney,  Pitcher, 
Plumer,  Rankin,  Reid,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertson, 
Rogers,  Ross,  Simkios,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of 
North  CaroUna,  Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Strong 
of  New  York,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  Tucker  of  Virgi- 
nia, Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Udree,  Upham, 
Walker,  Wendover,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Massa- 
chuaetts,  Allen  of  New  York,  Bayly,  Boden,  Buffum, 
Butler  of  Louisiana,  Case,  Clagett,  Crawford,  Den- 
bon,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Fay.  Floyd,  Foot,  Forrest,  Garnett,  Gorham, 


Gray,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hemphill.  Herrick,  Hibsb- 
man,  Hostetter,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kendall, 
Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Maclay,  McCuIlough, 
Marchand,  Monell,  Moseley,  Nelson  of  Massachu- 
setts, Nelson  of  Virginia,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patter- 
son, Randolph,  Rich,  Richards,  Russ,  Sergeant,  Shaw, 
Silsbee,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Tomlinson,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Wood. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  said  committee  consist  of  twenty-three  mem- 
bers ;  and  that  they  be  elected  by  ballot,  pursuant 
to  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  moved  that  one  member 
of  the  said  committee  be  chosen  from  each  State; 
which  being  negatived, 

Mr.  Clay  moved  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  said  election. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  that  the 
House  proceed  to  the  election  to-morrow  at  12 
o'clock. 

Mr.  Tracy  moved  that  the  House  proceed  to 
the  election  on  Monday  next,  at  12  o'clock. 

This  latter  motion  being  rejected,  the  quesdon 
was  taken  on  the  motion  to  proceed  to  the  elec- 
tion to-morrow  at  12  o'clock,  and  passed  in  the 
affirmative. 


Friday,  February  23. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  sale 
of  certain  grounds  belonging  to  the  United  States 
in  the  city  of  Washington,"  reported  the  same 
with  an  amendment;  which  was  read,  and  tlie 
bill  and  amendment  were  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported a  bill  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the  register  of 
wills  in  the  several  counties  within  the  District  of 
Columbia  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit: 

An  act  making  appropriations  l^r  the  support  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1821 ; 
and  an  act  to  authorize  the  building'  of  light- 
houses on  Cross  and  Pond  Islands,  in  the  harbor 
of  Boothbay,  and  at  the  mouth  of  Oswego  river, 
and  placing  buoys  on  the  ShoaLs  of  Nantucket 
and  Vineyard  Sound,  near  the  harbor  of  Wick- 
ford,  and  on  the  Altamaha  river,  and  for  other 
purposes;  were  severally  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  au- 
thorizing the  Secretary  of  State  to  issue  a  patent 
to  Thomas  Oxley  ;  and  the  same  being  read 

Mr.  Little  moved  that  it  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow  ;  which  being 
negatived — 

Mr.  Mallary  moved  to  amend  the  same,  by 
adding  thereto  the  following,  viz : 

Providtd,  That  the  said  Thomas  Oxley  shall  Uke 
no  advantage  of  this  act  after  the  time  limited  by  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  for  the  naturalization  of 
foreigners,  unless  he  becomes  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States. 
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And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
also  determined  in  the  negative,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice, transmitting  the  reports  numbered  10  and  11 
of  the  land  offices  at  Jackson  Courthouse,  in  Lou- 
isiana, on  claims  for  land  ;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southard,  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  was  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act 
for  regulating  trade  and  intercourse 'with  the  In- 
dian tribes ;  and,  a  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy  to  lay 
the  bill  on  the  table  having  been  negatived,  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

PUBLIC  LAND  DEBT. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crowell, 
again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of 
the  nublic  lands  prior  to  the  1st  of  July,  1820. 

Mr.  McCoy  had  moved  to  strike  out  so  much 
of  the  bill  as  permits  a  conditional  surrender  to 
the  United  States  of  the  land  purchased  ;  so  much 
as  dispenses  with  interest  on  the  money  due  for 
lands ;  and  so  much  as  makes  a  deduction,  in  cer- 
tain cases,  of  twenty-five  and  thirtv-seven  and  a 
half  per  cent,  from  the  amount  of  the  debt. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  wide  debate  on  the 
merits  of  the  bill,  in  the  course  of  which  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill  was  supported  and  opposed  by  the 
following  gentlemen :  For  the  bill — Messrs.  An- 
derson, Brush,  Hendricks.  Jones,  and  Clay. 
Against  the  bill — Messrs.  Hardin,  Culpeper, 
Allen  of  Tcnnes.vee,  and  McCoy. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Tennessee,  said  :  The  argument 
so  much  relied  upon  by  the  friends  of  the  bill,  that 
the  Government  is  the  creditor,  and  ought  not  to 
exercise  that  rigor  in  exacting  compliance  with 
contracts  ruinous  to  her  debtors  that  individuals 
would,  becau.se  it  is  the  common  stock  of  all,  as 
well  as  that  urged  on  account  of  the  depreciation 
of  certain  bank  paper  that  will  not  pay  the  hold- 
er's debts  without  a  discount  equal  to  the  reduc- 
tion contemplated  in  the  second  section  of  the 
bill,  would  apply  with  force  if  the  whole  commu- 
nity were  debtors  of  this  description,  and  to  be 
provided  for  in  this  bill ;  but,  when  not  one  in  a 
thousand  has  purchased  public  land,  and  all  are 
laboring  under  the  difficulty  so  feelingly  described, 
can  it  be  right  to  apply  the  remedy  to  a  few  and 
leave  others  to  struggle  through  as  they  can  ? 

I  hope  I  shall  never  be  found  hindmost  in  bind- 
ing up  the  wounds  inflicted  by  misfortune  upon 
any  of  the  sons  of  Adam.  But,  sir,  the  wretched 
and  the  poor  presented  to  us  here  in  such  lively 
figures,  have  no  part  or  lot  in  this  matter;  it  is 
not  the  poor  that  buy  land  in  any  country. 

Can  any  man  make  me  believe  that  a  farmer, 
owning  a  plantation  on  which  he  has  resided  three 
or  four  years  without  rent,  is  to  be  broken  up  and 
ruined  by  the  payment  of  eighty  dollars  a  year, 
the  sum  required  to  complete  his  title  to  a  tract  of 
a  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  fertile  land,  under 
the  law  as  it  now  stands?    Such  purchasers,  I 


repeat  it,  can  and  will  pay,  and  the  greater  part  of 
them  have  done  so  already. 

The  provisions  of  this  bill  give  such  purcha- 
sers the  liberty  of  paying  annually  fifty  dollars, 
without  interest,  for  eight  years.  If  punctually 
paid  it  is  not  half  the  rent  the  poor  have  to  pay 
for  a  home  in  any  country  ;  and  if  in  default,  you 
give  them  the  chance  of  eight  years  more  without 
paying  anything.  This  is  going  further  than  they 
could  a.sk.  But,  in  getting  at  the  class  of  purclia- 
sers  for  whom  this  bill  is  intended,  it  is  necessary 
to  attend  to  the  poor,  as,  on  other  occasions,  some- 
times it  is  done  to  suit  the  views  of  the  rich  ;  they 
are  the  class  whose  interest  is  consulted  in  this 
bill ;  they  have  contrived  to  get  all  the  land  that 
is  worth  any  thing  in  their  possession ;  and  a 
careful  examination  of  the  first  section  of  the  bill 
will  convince  any  disinterested  man  that  the  ob- 
ject is  to  get  the  whole  eventually  for  nothing. 

If  it  is  to  be  given  away,  I  want  a  distribution 
more  equal.  The  most  deserving  get  none ;  men 
who  risked  their  lives  disputing  the  title  of  the 
aborigines,  and  marched  over  the  dead  bodies  of 
your  enemies  to  gain  this  land,  get  not  one  foot  of 
It,  but  that  which  has  been  refused  by  these  ava- 
ricious landmon^ers. 

Independent  ol  all  the  injustice  that  must  fol- 
low this  gratuity,  among  the  land  debtors,  I  view 
the  precedent  as  a  dangerous  one  in  relation  to 
the  collection  of  revenue — I  think  I  see  another 
class  of  debtors  ready  to  put  in  for  their  share. 

The  whole  dependence  of  this  Government  is 
on  revenue  derived  from  imports  that  is  now 
owing  by  merchants  who  have  experienced  great- 
er losses  than  any  class  of  men  in  the  community. 
They  are  too  useful  and  meritorious  to  be  left  beg- 
gars, after  we  finish  the  good  work  in  the  West. 
And,  sir,  the  cordial  support  given  this  bill,  by  a 
certain  section  of  the  country,  puts  me  on  my 
guard,  not  being  accustomed  to  see  any  extraordi- 
nary display  of  sympathy  for  the  people  of  the 
West,  except  for  those  who  we  all  know  hold  no 
land.  I  do  not  know  that  self-interest  would  in- 
fluence any  one  in  a  solicitude  for  the  passage  of 
this  bill.  I  am  a  stranger  to  all  management  in 
legislation.  I  belong  to  no  party  ;  I  know  of  none ; 
and  far  be  it  from  me  to  impeach  the  motives  of 
any.  It  is  enough  for  me  to  judge  for  myself — in 
doin^  so,  on  this  occasion,  I  believe  sound  policy 
and  impartial  justice  requires  from  me  a  vote  to 
strike  out  the  first  and  second  sections  of  this  bill, 
and  as  much  more  as  will  defeat  its  passage. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  McCoy's  mo- 
tion, it  was  negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Anderson  moved  to  strike  out  that  clause 
of  the  bill  which  proposes  to  allow  an  absolute 
reduction  of  thirty-three  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
due  by  the  debtors,  and  so  to  amend  the  bill  as  to 
confine  the  discount  to  those  who  should  make 
prompt  payment  of  the  whole  sum  due. 

This  proposition  brought  on  a  long  debate,  in 
which  Messrs.  Beecher,  Jones,  Cook,  Hardin, 
Sergeant,  Anderson,  and  Clay,  joined. 

The  amendment  was  finally  negatived — yeas 
55,  nays  62. 
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Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virffinia,  moved  to  add  the  fol 
lowing  proviso  to  the  nrst  section  of  the  bill : 

Provided^  also.  That  where  iny  purchaser  ha«  pur- 
chased at  the  same  time  two  or  more  quarter  sections, 
he  shall  not  be  permitted  to  relinquish  less  than  a 
quarter  section. 

This  amendment  was  also  negatived. 

Mr.  HARni.N  then,  for  reasons  which  he  stated, 
moved  the  following  additional  proviso  to  the 
third  section  of  the  bill : 

And  provided  further,  That  the  discount  allowed 
in  this  bill  shall  net  be  made  where  the  debtor  shall 
fiul  to  pay  any  of  the  said  several  intttalments,  as  the 
same  shall  become  due  and  payable. 

This  amendment,  after  some  debate,  was  also 
rejected. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  without  amendment. 

An  unsuccessful  motion  was  made  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table,  with  the  view  (it  being  late)  of 
receiving  the  report  of  the  tellers  relative  to  the 
appointment  of  the  committee  on  the  subject  of 
Missouri,  (in  examining  the  ballots  for  which  the 
tellers  had  been  employed  nearly  four  hours.) 

Mr.  Hardin  then  renewed  the  motion  he  made 
in  Committee  to  amend  the  bill ;  when,  a  motion 
to  that  effect  prevailing,  the  bill  and  proposed 
amendment  were  laid  on  the  table. 

MISSOURI  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Virginia,  then  reported  that 
the  tellers  appointed  to  examine  the  ballots  given 
for  a  committee  of  23  members  on  the  Missouri 
subject,  according  to  the  resolution  of  yesterday, 
had  performed  that  duty — the  result  of  which  bal- 
lot he  delivered  in. 

It  appeared  that  157  members  had  been  voted 
for,  but  that  the  following  17  gentlemen  only  had 
a  majority  of  the  ballots  given,  and  were  elected, 
viz: 


men  are  also  elected  on  the  committee,  being  the 
next  highest  on  the  list : 

Messrs.  Darlington,  of  Pa.  Messrs.  Gross,  of  N.  Y. 
j  Pitcher,  of  IV.  y.  Livermore.ofN.H. 

Sloan,  of  Ohio. 

After  these,  Messrs.  Randolph  and  Baldwin 
I  were  next  highest  on  the  list,  and  having  an  equal 
number  of  votes,  it  remains  for  the  Speaker  to  de- 
signate the  gentleman  who  shall  make  the  twenty- 
third  member  of  the  committee. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Meaars.  Eddy,  of  R.  I. 

Ford,  of  N.  y. 

Culbreth,  of  Md. 

Hackley,  of  N.  Y. 

S.  Moore,  of  Pa. 
•  StevenR,  of  Con. 

Rogers,  of  Pa. 

Southard,  of  N.  J. 


Messrs.  Clay,  of  Ken. 
Cobb,  of  Geo. 
Hill,  of  Maine. 
Barbour,  of  Va. 
Storrs,  of  N.  Y. 
Cocke,  of  Tenn. 
Rankin,  of  Miss. 
I     Archer,  of  Va. 
Brown,  of  Ky. 

Seventeen  only  being  elected,  there  remained 
six  members  yet  to  be  appointed. 

Mr.  Clay  moved,  as  the  operation  of  balloting 
again  to-morrow  would  be  tedious  and  create  de- 
lay, that  the  House  a^ree,  by  general  consent,  to 
select  the  remaining  six  members  from  those  hav- 
ing received  the  next  highest  number  of  votes. 

It  was  also  suggested  that  the  Speaker  appoint 
the  remaining  six;  and  the  Speaker  having  inti- 
mated to  the  House  that  if  the  duty  devolved  on 
him,  he  should,  from  a  sense  of  propriety,  make 
the  appointment  from  the  names  standing  next 
highest  to  those  elected  on  the  list,  the  latter 
course  was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  Mr.  Clay 
having  withdrawn  his  motion  in  favor  of  that 
course. 

It  appeared  then  that  the  five  following  gentle- 


Saturday,  February  24.  ' 

Messrs.  Randolph,  Baldwin,  and  Smith,  of 
North  Carolina,  were  appointed,  in  addition  to 
those  already  named,  to  be  of  the  joint  committee 
on  the  Missouri  subject ;  the  first  of  these  to  fill  up 
the  number  of  the  committee,  and  the  two  last  to 
supply  the  vacancies  occasioned  by  the  resignation 
of  Mr.  L1VER.MORE,  and  Mr.  Gross,  of  New  York, 
who  were  excused  from  serving  on  the  committee. 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  memorial  of  Richard 
W.  Meade,  a  citizen  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
formerly,  a  merchant  residing  in  Cadiz^  in  Spain, 
setting  forth  the  nature  and  extent  of  his  demands 
against  the  Government  of  that  country,  and  pray- 
ing that  in  such  act  or  acts  as  may  be  passed  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  stipulations  contained  in 
the  treaty  concluded  and  signed  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Spain,  on  the  22d  of  February, 
1S19,  and  ratified,  and  the  ratifications  exchanged 
on  the22d  instant,  provision  may  be  made  for  pay- 
ing, without  deduction,  his  claims  which  hare 
been  liquidated  and  acknowledged  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  that  country,  amounting  to  §491,153  33, 
according  to  the  obligations  of  good  faith  contracted 
by  the  United  States  to  Spain,  under  the  express 
stipulations  of  the  treaty  aforesaid  ;  which  memo- 
rial was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  .Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the  .Military  Estabhsh- 
lishment  for  the  current  yearj  whicn  was  read 
twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  CuTHBERT  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on 
Monday  next,  move  the  House  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  provide  for  sick  seamen  in  the  port  of 
Savannah,  in  the  State  of  Georgia. 

The  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
Slate  to  issue  a  patent  to  Thomas  Oxley,  was  read 
a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for 
concurrence. 

IMPRISON.MENT  FOR   DEBT. 

Mr.  Nelso.v,  of  Virginia,  from  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  2d  instant  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt  00 
process  issuing  from  the  courts  of  the  United 
Stales,  made  a  report,  accompanied  with  a  bill 
for  that  purpose ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The 
report  and  bill  are  as  follows : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution 
directing  them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  abol- 
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Imprisonment  for  DAt. 


H.  OP  R. 


iahing  imprisonment  for  debt  on  process  issuing  from 
the  courts  of  the  United  States,  report  : 

That  the  practice  of  imprisoning  the  body  of  a 
debtor,  though  aanctioned  by  very  ancient  usage, 
seems  to  have  had  its  origin  in  an  age  of  barbarism, 
and  can  only  be  considered  an  amelioration  of  that 
system  by  which  the  person  of  the  debtor  was  subjected 
to  be  sold.  Were  it  not  wholly  repugnant  to  every 
principle  of  free  government,  and  incompatible  with 
every  sentiment  of  generous  humanity,  the  exposure 
to  sale  of  the  debtor  might  seem  more  tolerable  than 
his  subjection  to  imprisonment.  Policy  and  individual 
interest  appear  to  combine  to  justify  the  servitude  of 
the  debtor,  in  preference  to  his  seclusion  from  society, 
and  bis  confinement  in  a  dreary  dungeon.  By  the 
former  system,  the  profits  of  the  labor  of  the  debtor, 
brought  into  the  common  stock,  would  contribute  to 
augment  the  wealth  of  the  nation,  and  might  eventu- 
ally reimburse  to  the  creditor  the  amount  of  hi$  de- 
mand. It  would  certainly  avoid  those  expenses  which 
are  annually  incurred  by  subsisting  so  many  unprofit- 
able prisoners,  without  occupation,  confined  in  the 
jails  of  the  country.  The  unfortunate  debtor,  himself, 
might  at  least  be  blessed  with  the  enjoyment  of  air  and 
of  light,  and  the  occasional  society  of  family  and 
friends,  from  which,  by  the  latter,  he  is  oft-times  most 
cruelly  secluded,  and  closely  immured  within  the  walls 
of  a  prifion  ;  yet,  who  is  there  in  this  liberal  age,  and 
in  this  country,  where  the  blessings  of  freedom  are  so 
extensively  difl'uscd.  who  would  not  recoil  with  horror 
and  disgust  from  a  proposition  to  expose  to  sale  and 
servitude  a  fellow-citizen,  whose  misfortunes  might 
subject  him  to  the  griping  pressure  of  a  hard  creditor  ? 
And  yet  how  few  are  there  among  the  fortunate  and 
successful,  and  even  among  those  whom  the  benign 
precepts  of  our  religion  have  taught  "  to  melt  at 
others'  woe,"  who  will  he  roused  from  apathy  and  in- 
difference, when  they  daily  learn  that  our  jails  are 
crowded  with  groups  of  these  victims  of  misfortune ; 
and  who  do  not  bury,  in  the  oblivious  round  of  frivolity 
and  pleasure,  even  the  momentary  sensibilities  which 
such  a  picture  may  produce?  Nor  are  the  rulers  of 
this  happy  land  free  from  the  reproach  which  such  a 
stain  upon  our  code  of  laws  cannot  fail  to  imprint. 
Year  alter  year  has  elapsed,  and  misery  upon  misery 
has  been  heaped  upon  these  victims,  and  yet  the  hand 
of  mercy  is  withheld.  This  crying  indifference  to  the 
miseries  of  the  wretched;  this  cold  insensibility  to  the 
distress  and  suffering  of  our  fellow-creatures,  has  too 
long  stained  the  annals  of  our  country,  and  blurred 
with  the  imputation  of  incongruity  our  boast  of  inde- 
pendence, liberty,  and  happiness,  when  contrasted  with 
our  practice  of  imprisonment  for  misfortune,  not  for 
crime.  Rescued  from  this  thraldom,  the  ingenious 
and  the  active,  restored  to  a  condition  for  energy  and 
enterprise,  may  happily  find  means  for  accumulation, 
to  the  advantage  uf  their  creditors,  and  the  subsistence 
in  comfort  for  their  families  and  themselves.  Nor  will 
it  fail  to  add  one  other  and  important  item  to  the  long 
catalogue  of  blessings  which  spring  from  the  fruitful 
source  of  happiness,  founded  in  the  liberal  principles 
of  free  and  equal  government.  Whilst,  in  other  Gov- 
ernments, regulated  by  no  such  principles  of  equity 
and  justice,  imprisonment  at  the  will  of  the  despot 
may  be  enforced  ;  whilst  subject  may  prey  upon  sub- 
ject, through  the  instrumentality  of  law  and  the  ex- 
tinction of  his  liberty  ;  here  let  it  be  our  boast  that  none 
can  be  deprived  of  bis  liberty  but  by  the  judgment  of 
the  law,  upon  conviction  of  crime ;  that  none  can  be 


imprisoned  by  his  fellow-citizen  for  his  poverty  or 
misfortune ;  here  let  the  possessions  and  the  effects  of 
the  debtor  be  made  subject  to  bis  debts,  but  spare  his 
person  at  least  for  the  solace  and  the  comfort  of  his 
beggared  and  impoverished  family. 

In  some  of  the  States  of  this  Union  laws  exist 
whereby  the  unfortunate  may  be  relieved  from  this 
confinement.  It  is  an  example  worthy  of  imitation 
by  this  Government.  This  singular  phenomenon  is 
presented,  that  a  man  imprisoned  under  one  jurisdic- 
tion, in  the  same  country,  may,  by  one  code  of  laws, 
be  liberated  from  confinement,  whilst  another,  con- 
fined in  thu  same  prison,  under  another  jurisdiction,  is 
denied  this  privilege,  and  must  continue  in  hopeless 
and  irremediable  occlusion.  To  rescue  the  character 
of  this  Government  from  such  a  stigma,  is  the  object 
of  the  committee.  Aware  that  great  delicacy  and  dif- 
ficulty are  to  be  encountered  in  devising  such  a  system 
as  would  conduce  to  the  complete  attainment  of  this 
desirable  object,  and  at  the  same  time  combine  with  it 
the  most  ample  security  to  the  rights  of  individuals, 
your  committee  might  be  deterred  from  making  the 
attempt,  were  they  not  encouraged  by  the  benevolence 
of  the  object,  and  strengthened  by  the  persuasion  that 
any  errors  which  may  spring  from  the  novelty  of  the 
trial,  may  in  future  be  corrected  by  the  experience 
which  will  be  readily  acquired  in  the  progress  of  the 
experiment. 

Believing  that  the  remedy  heretofore  extended  to 
the  creditor,  whereby  he  has  been  enabled  to  use  this 
coercion  for  the  recovery  of  his  debts,  is  completely 
within  the  control  of  the  National  Legislature  to  alter 
and  modify  as  in  their  discretion  shall  seem  wise,  and, 
whUst  they  endeavor  to  exempt  the  person  of  the 
debtor,  they  supply  the  most  unrestrained  control  over 
his  goods  and  effects,  they  have  no  scruple  to  recom- 
mend the  interference  of  Congress.  Nor  have  your 
committee  been  unmindful  of  one  of  the  happy  conse- 
quences which  may  result  from  this  innovation,  in  the 
limitation  of  that  unbounded  credit  which  has  so  ex- 
tensively prevailed,  to  the  great  injury,  and  even  rain, 
of  many  honest,  but  imprudent  debtors.  The  diminu- 
tion of  this  system,  so  fascinating  and  seductive  to 
many,  may  prove  a  real  blessing  to  those  who  so 
often  disregard  the  strongest  dictates  of  prudence  and 
discretion. 

U|>on  the  whole,  whilst  your  committee  attempt  to 
shield  the  unfortunate  debtor  from  cruel  and  useless 
oppression,  they  propose,  in  the  most  ample  and  unre- 
strained manner,  to  subject  all  his  property  to  the 
rights  and  interests  of  the  creditor.        "^ 

They  therefore  beg  leave  to  report  the  following 
bUI: 

Be  it  enacted,  A'C;  That,  from  and  aAer  the  passing 
of  this  act,  imprisonment  for  debt  on  process  issuing 
from  the  courts  of  the  United  States  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  abolished  ;  and,  for  the  further  enabling 
creditors  to  recover  their  just  debts.  Be  it  enacted. 
That  the  lands,  tenements,  goods,  chattels,  rights,  and 
credits,  of  every  debtor,  shall  be  subject  to  be  seized 
and  taken,  on  execution,  to  satisfy  any  judgment,  at- 
tachment, decree,  or  award  of  execution,  rendered  in 
any  of  the  courts  aforesaid.  And  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  is  hereby  authorized  and  required 
to  prescribe  the  necessary  forms  of  all  such  process  and 
executions,  to  be  used  in  the  courts  aforesaid,  as  may 
be  required  to  enable  creditors  to  recover  their  just 
debts  in  every  case  whatever. 

Ssc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act 
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shall  not  be  construed  to  repeal  any  of  the  laws  now 
existing  which  enable  creditors  to  sue  for  and  recover 
their  debts,  (except  so  far  as  relates  to  abolishing  im- 
prisonment for  debt,)  but  sball  be  construed  in  aid  of, 
and  for  the  furtherance  of,  tho  prompt  recovery  of  all 
just  debts  and  demands  whatever. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  reduce  and  fix  the  Military  Peace  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States,"  with  an  amendment, 
in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
The  amendment  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

TRADE  WITH  THE  INDIANS. 
The  engrossed  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  bill 
to  establish  trading-houses  with  the  Indian  tribes 
was  read  a  third  time. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Rankin,  to  recom- 
mit the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  for  winding  up 
the  present  establishments  on  the  first  day  of  Sep- 
tember next. 

On  this  motion  there  took  place  a  debate,  in 
which  Messrs.  Southard  and  Walker  opposed 
the  motion,  and  Messrs.  Storrs,  Tracy,  and 
Floyd,  supported  it.  The  pounds  on  which  the 
motion  was  opposed  were,  ol  course,  the  utility  of 
this  establishment ;  its  value  as  a  means  of  civil- 
izing, and,  at  the  same  time,  prcitecting  the  In- 
dians, and  the  necessity  of  its  present  continuance, 
for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  public  property 
employed  in  it.  The  grounds  taken  on  the  other 
side,  were,  that  the  system  was  no  longer  recom- 
mended by  the  considerations  which  induced  its 
first  establishment ;  that  it  did  not  contribute  to 
civilize  the  Indians,  but  rather  to  keep  them  in  i 
the  hunter  state,  by  holding  out  inducements  to 
them  to  preserve  furs ;  and  that  abuses  were  prac- 
tised at  the  public  trading  establishments,  by  exact- 
ing profits  not  authorized  by  law,  and  not  ac- 
counted for  to  the  Grovernment. 

The  motion  to  recommit,  as  above,  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative  by  a  majority  of  fifty  votes. 

DUTY  ON  SALES  AT  AUCTION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  to  take  into  considtralion  the  bill 
laying  a  duty  on  sales  of  merchandise  at  auction. 

Out  of  this  bill  grew  a  debate,  which  lasted  the 
whole  day. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  proposed  duty  of  two  per  cent,  in  order  to  in- 
sert a  duty  of  one  per  cent. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Smith, 
of  Maryland,  Silsbee,  and  Gorham,  and  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Baldwin,  Sergeant,  Meigs,  Foot. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  being  hostile  to  the 
whole  bill,  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  section  ; 
and  then  the  Committee  rose,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Monday,  February  26. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  further  to  establish  the 


compensation  of  the  officers  employed  in  the  col- 
lection of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  reported  the  same  with  sundry 
amendments ;  which  were  read,  and,  together  with 
the  bill,  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  borrow  a 
sum,  not  exceeding  ^,500,000 ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  an  annual  return 
of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  prepared  by 
the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  conformably 
to  the  militia  laws  on  that  subject ;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit:  "An  act  to  continue  in  force  for  a 
further  time  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  establish- 
ing trading-houses  with  the  Indian  tribes;"  "An 
act  confirming  the  title  of  the  Marquis  de  Maison 
Rouge;"  and  "An  act  to  extend  the  charters  of 
certain  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia  ;"  in 
which  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

.MISSOURI. 

Mr.  Clay,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed 
on  the  Missouri  subject,  reported  the  following 
resolution : 

Ruolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreeenttt- 
lives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
tembled.  That  Missouri  shall  be  admitted  into  this 
Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States  in 
all  respects  whatever,  upon  the  fundamental  condition, 
that  the  fourth  clause  of  the  twenty-sixth  section  of 
the  third  article  of  the  constitution  submitted  on  the 
part  of  said  State  to  Congress  shall  never  be  con- 
strued to  authorize  the  passage  of  any  law,  and  that 
no  law  shall  be  passed  in  conformity  thereto,  by  which 
any  citizen  of  either  of  the  States  in  this  Union  shall 
be  excluded  from  the  enjoyment  of  any  of  the  privi- 
leges and  immunities  to  which  such  citizen  is  entitled 
under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Sutes  :  Pro- 
vided, That  the  Legislature  of  the  said  Stale,  by  a 
solemn  pubUc  act,  shall  declare  the  assent  of  the  said 
State  to  the  said  fundamental  condition,  and  shall 
transmit  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  on  or 
before  the  fourth  Monday  in  November  next,  an  au- 
thentic copy  of  the  said  act;  upon  the  receipt  whereof 
the  President,  by  proclamation,  shall  announce  the 
fact:  whereupon,  and  without  any  further  proceeding 
on  the  part  of  Congress,  the  admission  of  the  said 
State  into  this  Union  shall  be  considered  as  complete. 

The  said  resolution  was  twice  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay, 
with  the  avowed  intention  of  calling  for  its  con- 
sideration in  the  course  of  this  day. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  purchasers  of 
public  lands. 

Mr.  Foot  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  with  instructions  to 
report  a  bill  to  amend  the  third  section  of  the  act 
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of  the  24th  of  April,  1820.  entitled  "An  act  ma- 
king further  provision  for  tne  sale  of  public  lands," 
so  as  to  fix  the  price  at  which  the  public  lands 
shall  be  offered  for  sale  at  one  dollar  and  sixty- 
four  cents  per  acre ;  and  also  to  provide  for  sus- 
pending, for  a  limited  time,  the  sale  or  forfeiture 
of  lands,  for  failure  in  completing  the  payment 
thereon. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Anderson, 
supported  by  Mr.  Foot,  and  negatived  by  no  large 
majority. 

Mr.  Wood  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so  as  to 
strike  out  that  part  which  classifies  the  land  debt- 
ors, deferring  their  payments  for  eight,  six,  or  four 
years,  &c. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  one  or  two  gentlemen, 
for  and  against  this  motion,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Robertson  then,  after  some  introductory 
remarks,  moved  to  amend  the  bill — his  object  be- 
ing avowed  to  be  to  exclude  mere  speculators 
from  the  benefit  of  its  provisions — so  as  to  confine 
the  right  of  relinquishment  to  "as  much  thereof 
'  (of  tlie  land)  as  shall  then  be  paid  for,  and  no 
'  more  nor  less :  Provided,  That  all  persons  who 
'  reside  on  or  have  improved,  before  the  passage 
'  of  this  act,  any  section,  half  section,  or  quarter 
'  section,  upon  which  the  whole  purchase-money 
'  has  not  been  paid,  shall  have  the  privilege  of  re- 
'  linquishing  any  legal  division  or  subdivisions 
'  tliercof" 

This  motion  was  earnestly  opixjsed  by  Mr. 
Hendricks,  and  as  zealously  supported  by  Mr. 
Robertson  ;  and  was  finally  negatived  by  a  small 
majority. 

Some  other  amendment  was  made  to  the  bill, 
which  the  reporter  did  not  distinctly  understand. 

Mr.  Metcalf,  of  Kentucky,  rose  and  said,  the 
tunes  had  truly  been  such,  especially  in  the  West- 
ern country,  as  to  involve  almost  indiscriminately 
the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  prudent  and  the  impru- 
dent. That  almost  all  classes  were  suffering,  and 
he  was  fearful  those  difficulties,  embarrassments, 
and  sufferings,  were  increasing.  He  rejoiced  to 
see  such  a  disposition  prevailing  to  pass  an  act  of 
general  amnesty  and  relief  to  those  individuals 
who  had  been  beguiled  into  error  by  the  injudi- 
cious and  impolitic  movements  of  the  Government, 
and  hoped  it  might  be  done  without  detriment  to 
the  public  interest.  If  so,  it  was  kind  and  parental 
in  the  Government  to  shield  a  portion  of  its  citi- 
zens from  inevitable  ruin.  He  was  delighted  with 
the  sentiments  which  had  just  been  expressed  by 
his  friend  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Wood,)  who  sat 
near  him.  He  concurred  most  heartily  in  opinion 
with  that  gentleman  "  that  it  was  better  to  settle 
than  to  sell  the  public  lands."  To  people  this  vast 
region  of  country  with  innumerable  happy  human 
beings,  ought  to  be  the  first  and  primary  object  of 
every  statesman  and  politician,  whose  own  happi- 
ness is  so  nearly  connected  with  the  happiness  of 
his  fellow  men  as  to  form  a  material  part  of  it. 
The  revenue  to  be  derived  from  the  sale  of  those 
lands  was  a  matter  of  but  secondary  consideration. 
His  reffections  had  long  since  conducted  him  to 
such  a  conclusion. 


Mr.  M.  said  he  was  also  delighted  with  the  sen- 
timents which  were  yesterday  expressed  by  both 
the  advocates  and  opposers  of  this  bill.  All  par- 
ties professed  to  be  in  favor  of  relieving  the  poor 
man  and  the  actual  settler.  The  only  objection 
urged  against  the  bill,  was  made  upon  the  ground 
that  the  relief  was  too  liberal  to  extensive  purcha- 
sers, and  to  those  whom  gentlemen  were  pleased 
to  denominate  speculators.  The  relief  of  the  poor 
man  and  the  actual  settler,  was  professedly  the 
principal  object  of  the  advocates  of  the  bill,  but 
they  insist  upon  the  impracticability  of  distin- 
guishing, or  of  drawing  a  line  of  demarcation  be- 
tween the  various  classes  of  purchasers. 

Entertaining  no  doubt,  said  Mr.  M.,  of  the  sin- 
cerity of  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the  question. 
I  cannot  but  feel  a  lively  hope  that  the  proposed 
amendment  will  meet  with  the  approbation  of  all 
parties.  All  of  us  roundly  assert  our  readiness  to 
relieve  from  oppression  the  suffering  poor ;  and 
none  but  the  poor  can  be  relieved  by  the  amend- 
ment. That  class  of  citizens  which  it  embraced 
were  generally  stigmatized  with  the  name  of 
squatters  ;  and  it  was  said  they  had  located  them- 
selves on  the  public  lands  in  Violation  of  the  law. 
What  law?  A  law,  if  any  such  there  be,  both 
unnatural  and  unjust.  They  were  moved  by  the 
paramount  law  of  necessity — by  the  strong  and 
irresistible  impulse  of  nature.  They  were  desti- 
tute of  the  means  with  which  to  purchase  m  the 
interior  or  elsewhere.  They  had  families  to  pro- 
vide for — they  moved  to  the  wilderness ;  surmount- 
ed all  the  obstacles  to  which  the  first  settlers  are 
subjected;  paved  the  way,  he  hoped,  to  the  future 
way  and  residence  of  a  numerous  and  happy  popu- 
lation. In  doing  so  they  had  thrown  tnemselves 
upon  the  mercy  of  the  Government ;  and  who  can 
be  more  entitled  to  legislative  protection?  All 
those,  Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  M.,  who  live  in  the 
same  age  with  you  and  me,  are  no  doubt  deeply 
interested  in  a  fair  and  proper  disposition  of  the 
public  land.  And  future  generations  are  probably 
more  interested  than  the  present. 

The  soil,  the  territory  which  we  are  about  to 
dispose  of,  may  be  considered  in  the  light  of  a 
goodly  inheritance — a  rich  legacy  bequeatned  to  us 
by  our  common  parent,  who  is  all  kindness,  for 
the  us^  and  benefit  of  those  who  wish  to  cultivate 
it.  And  I  am  persuaded  that  the  happiness  and 
prosperity  for  centuries  to  come,  will,  to  some  ex- 
tent at  least,  depend  on  the  wisdom  and  justice  of 
those  to  whom  the  power  of  disposing  oi  this  vast 
tract  of  country  is  delegated. 

Then  will  it  not  be  well  that  we  should  endea- 
vor to  base  our  measures  on  principles  of  equity 
and  justice  ?  And  that  we  should  suff(?r  no  part 
of  the  soil  to  be  diverted  from  its  legitimate  pur- 
poses to  that  of  speculation  or  monopoly. 

History  informs  us  that  when  the  Grennan  and 
Scythian  nations  conquered  and  took  possession 
of  a  portion  of  the  Roman  empire,  a  few  great 
military  chieftains  usurped  themselves  the  whole 
of  the  lands.  Add  to  this  the  laws  of  primogeni- 
ture, and  of  entailments  that  succeeded,  and  who 
that  does  not  close  his  eyes  against  the  light  can 
be  at  a  loss  to  discern  the  causes  that  enabled  the 
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few  to  bind  in  chains  not  to  be  broken  countless 
millions  of  their  fellow  sojourners  here,  and  to 
make  them  bow  in  base  and  degrading  submission 
for  a  succession  of  ages — for  many  centuries — to 
their  arbitrary  and  despotic  rule.  Will  not  the 
same  causes  produce  the  same  effects  ?  And  what 
is  the  difference,  whether  your  landed  domain,  this 
Joint  inheritance  of  all,  shall  be  seized  upon  by 
military  force,  by  unjust  laws,  or  by  the  magic 
power  of  cash  in  hand  ? 

But,  perhaps,  I  may  be  told  that  we  have  no 
laws  ofprimogeniture—noentailments;  that  landed 
estate  is  alienable,  and  even  subject  to  the  payment 
of  debts ;  and,  therefore,  that  there  is  no  danger  of 
creating  a  feudal  aristocracy ;  and  at  all  events, 
that  the  time  is  very  remote.  But,  it  does  seem  to 
me  to  be  a  solemn  duty  we  owe  to  ourselves  and 
to  posterity,  in  the  first  place,  not  to  deliver  over 
all  the  rich  and  valuable  portions  of  this  great  na- 
tiotial  domain,  so  as  to  exclude  from  a  just  partici- 
pation all  those  who  are  without  money,  lest  those 
to  whom  it  is  given,  should,  in  time,  discover  the 
art  of  securing  it  to  themselves  in  large  quantities, 
to  the  great  injury  of  the  multitude  who  may  live 
in  a  future  day  and  generation. 

^Yhat  is  this  territory,  this  soil,  but  a  va^t  capi- 
tal in  the  hands  of  the  nation?    And  a  capital 
that  ought  not  to  remain  inactive  as  long  as  there 
is  a  solitary  individual  laborer  who  wishes  to  cul- 
tivate it  unemployed.     Is  it  not  by  the  application 
of  labor  to  capital  that  a  nation  contributes  to  the 
comfort,  and  happiness,  and  wealth  of  its  citizens, 
and,  consequently,  to  its  own  greatness  and  gran- 
deur ?    Then  shall  we  withhold  a  small  portion  of 
this  vast  capital  of  which  we  possess  so  much  from 
the  use  and  benefit  of  those  who  wish   to  apply 
their  labor  to  it;  who  have  already  made  some 
improvements  which  you  are  about  to  wrest  from 
them  by  the  strong  arm  of  power ,  who  are  ex- 
tremely poor,  and  who,  if  they  are  thus  driven  out 
from  beneath  their  only  shelter,  have  no  other  re- 
source beneath  the  sun  from  which  they  can  ex- 
pect to  procure  the  means  of  comfortable  living 
and  of  raising  a  family  ?    And  shall  it  be  said  thai 
the  acts  of  a  great,  a  magnanimous,  and  free  peo- 
ple are  more  oppressive,  and  less  humane,  than 
were  the  acts  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  touching 
this  matter?     We  all  know  that,  to  the  man  with 
a  family,  he  gave  without  price  four  hundred  ar- 
])ens,  and  fifty  additional  arpens  for  each  child,  on 
condition  that  he  would  settle  upon,  cultivate,  and 
improve  it.    To  the  single  man,  who  had  been 
four  years  a  resident,  who  was  industrious,  and 
under  a  good  moral  character,  he  gave  two  hun- 
dred arpens  on  the  same  conditions.     But,  if  he 
could  obtain  a  certificate  from  a  meritorious  old 
farmer,  stating  that  he  was  willing  to  give  him 
his  daughter  m  marriage ;  in  that  case,  he  was  en- 
titled to  his  two  hundred  arpens  as  soon  as  the 
marriage  contract  was  consummated,  though  he 
had  not  been  so  long  a  resident.     Admirable  iwlicv ' 
and  well  calculated  to  prevent  a  fearful  and  dan- 
gerous increase  of  old   bachelors  in  the  land.     I 
am  aware,  Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  M.,  that  I  am 
surrounded  even  on  this  floor  by  a  number,  I  will 
not  say  of  old.  that  would  be  an  uncourteous  ex- 


pression, but  I  will  say  of  honorable  bachelors- 
bachelors  who  have  become  so  from  choice  and 
not  from  compulsion.  But,  from  my  knowledge 
of  these  my  worthy  and  respectable  friends,  of  their 
generosity,  of  the  nobleness  of  their  feelings,  and 
of  their  gallantry,  too,  I  am  warranted  in  saying 
that  they  would  be  among  the  very  last  who  would 
interpose  the  slightest  barrier  to  matrimony,  or 
make  bachelors  from  compulsion.  I,  therefore, 
confidently  calculate  on  their  assi.stance  in  remov- 
ing every  obstacle  of  the  kind  alluded  to  out  of 
1  the  way  of  our  young  but  poor  fellow-citizens. 

This  policy  of  the  Spanish  Government,  in  ray 
estimation,  sprung  from  the  soundest  suggestions 
of  wisdom  ;  and  the  voice  of  humanity  too,  was 
consulted  in  its  adoption. 

Now,  let  us  look  at  the  condition  of  a  vast  pop- 
ulation in  the  Unon,  and,  though  we  shall  find 
much  cause  for  gratulating  and  rejoicing,  we  shall 
also  find  that  much  remains  to  be  done,  for  thou- 
sands and  tens  of  thousands  of  our  fellow-citizens. 
If  I  am  not  mistaken,  it  has  lately  been  said  on 
this  floor  that  at  least  one-half  of  the  free  white 
citizens  of  one  of  the  old  States  were  deprived  of 
the  inestimable  right  of  suffrage  because  they  were 
not  {assessed  of  the  landed,  or  some  other  prop- 
erty qualification. 

Other  old  States  have  adopted  similar  provi- 
sions; and  with  their  State  regulations,  however 
repugnant  to  my  feelings,  I  have  nothing  to  do. 
I  only  mention  it  incidentally  in  adverting  to  the 
condition  of  our  common  country.  It  will  be  ad- 
mitted, I  presume,  that,  in  all  the  old  Slates,  and, 
m  some  of  the  new,  there  is  a  vast  proportion  of 
the  citizens  who  own  no  land,  who  are  destitute 
of  house  and  home ;  who  cannot  find  employment 
in  manufacturing  establishments,  or  otherwise,  by 
which  to  procure  the  means  of  comfortable  liv'ing 
and  of  raising  a  family. 

What  is  the  language  of  an  aged  natriot  and 
statesman,  (who  was  once  President  ot  the  United 
States,)  in  the  late  Convention  of  Massachusetts  ? 
It  IS  that  "  more  than  half  of  the  citizens  of  that 
State  have  no  property."  Mark  this  language 
well—'-  more  than  ha//  have  w  property.''  Here, 
then,  are  objects  upon 'whom  their  representatives 
might  legitimately  exercise  all  their  benevolence. 

But,  sir,  let  the  Government  beware  of  a  policy 
so  oppressive,  lest  in  the  end  we  endanger  if  not 
subvert  the  liberties  of  the  country.  Is  there  no 
danger  in  a  loose,  disjointed,  floating  population, 
whose  interests  are  utterly  disregarded  ?  With 
all  the  deference  and  all  the  respect  so  justly  due 
to  gentlemen  with  whom  it  is  my  lot  to  differ  in 
opinion  on  this  subject,  I  must  say  that  I  would 
not  dispose  of  the  public  land  with  an  eye  solely 
to  the  immediate  revenue  derivable  from  it ;  but,  I 
would  guard  most  cautiously  against  either  specu- 
lation or  monopoly. 

With  all  his  superior  intelligence  and  his  knowl- 
edge, man  is,  perhaps,  less  consistent  with  himself 
than  any  other  animal.  He  is  blessed  with  cer- 
tain powers  to  do  good  ;  and,  notwithstanding  the 
narrow  and  contracted  limits  within  which  these 
powers  are  circumscribed,  yet  if  he  would  give  a 
proper  direction  to  his  energies,  if  he  would  exert 
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them  on  objects  within  his  sphere  of  action,  as 
would  seem  to  be  the  duty  of  a  rational  being,  his 
virtues,  his  benevolence,  and  his  philanthropy, 
would  be  seen,  and  felt,  and  acknowledged  with 
feelings  of  gratitude  by  his  fellow  men.  But  he 
overlooks  the  real  and  substantial  good  which  he 
has  in  his  power  to  render  with  certainty  and  ef- 
fect, and  in  search  of  remote  and  visionary  objects 
he  travels  on  in  trackless  mazes, 

"  Led  on  by  Fancy's  meteor  ray. 
By  passion  driven." 

Though  the  poet's  other  couplet,  I  fear, 

"  But  yet  the  light  that  leads  astray 
Is  light  from  Heaven," 

is  wholly  inapplicable  to  such  an  individual.  He 
seems  to  have  some  unsubstantial  and  unattain- 
able object  always  in  view.  He  is  tickled  with 
the  idea  of  an  Abolition  Society,  well  pleased 
with  a  Colonization  Society,  (in  wnich  I  wish  him 
success  with  all  my  heart,)  and  he  thinks  he  has 
discharged  his  duty  to  his  Maker  by  promoting 
the  views  and  giving  an  impulse  to  missionary 
societies.  Yes  ;  to  missionary  societies — objects 
laudable  enough  in  themselves.  The  restless  mind 
must  have  employment ;  and  by  the  evening's  fire- 
side the  Christian,  the  philosopher,  and  the  philan- 
thropist, may  indulge  in  these  pleasing  but  ab- 
stract and  speculative  views  and  theories — and  a 
pleasant  dream  that  night  is  the  fruit  of  their  la- 
bors, and,  I  fear,  their  only  reward. 

Shall  the  practical  statesman,  too,  when  he  is 
contributing,  with  his  purse  and  his  influence,  to 
the  extension  of  his  religion  among  the  heathen — 
while  he  is  commiserating  the  condition  of  the 
unfortunate  and  devoted  African,  and  magnifying 
his  merits  by  making  them  the  constant  theme  of 
his  conversation,  the  seasoning  and  chief  ingredi- 
ent to  his  eloquence,  the  unceasing  burden  of  his 
song;  and  that,  too,  without  even  pretending  that 
he  has  made  the  slightest  discovery  of  the  means 
by  which  his  condition  is  to  be  ameliorated — while 
his  bosom  is  burning  with  the  most  ardent  desire 
for  the  success  of  the  South  American  Patriots  in 
their  generous  struggle  for  self-government ; — shall 
he,  too,  I  say — the  practical  statesman,  with  all 
these  seemingly  generous  and  noble  feelings,  spurn- 
ing dull  reality,  neglecting  to  be  serviceable  where 
it  IS  in  his  power  to  be  so.  overlooking  those  im- 
mediately around  him,  wno  ought  to  be  the  first 
objects  01  his  care  and  his  solicitude — raise  himself 
on  the  pinions  of  fancy,  penetrate  the  clouds,  and 
from  thence  attempt  to  direct  his  idle  gaze  to  the 
remotest  corners  of  the  habitable  globe,  in  search 
of  a  Hindoo,  a  Brahmin,  a  Tartar,  a  Hottentot,  or 
of  some  such  object,  upon  whom  to  bestow  his 
benevolence!  If  he  does  this  thing,  sir,  will  he 
not  in  the  end  be  apt  to  share  the  fate  of  an  ambi- 
tious one  of  old,  who  was  cast  down  from  a  very 
desirable  height  for  his  arrogance  and  his  pre- 
sumption ?  Or,  at  least,  like  the  dove  from  the  ark, 
(the  innocence  of  its  nature  excepted,)  may  he 
not  expect  to  return  at  last  among  his  brethren, 
without  having  found  whereupon  to  rest  the  sole 
of  his  foot  ? 

Now,  in  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands,  he  has 


it  in  his  power  to  render  certain,  substantial,  and 
lasting  services  to  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands 
of  the  sons  and  daughters  of  men — "  bone  of  his 
bone,  and  flesh  of  his  flesh,"  his  neighbors — I  mean, 
his  white  neighbors,  his  relations,  children  of  the 
Republic,  individuals  who  would  rejoice  to  have 
a  home  upon  those  lands,  where  they  mieht  culti- 
vate the  soil  in  peace,  and  raise,  for  the  benefit  of 
their  country,  a  virtuous,  a  laborious,  agricultural, 
and  republican  family.  I  confess,  sir,  said  Mr.  M., 
that,  if  I  could  have  ray  way,  instead  of  pushing 
off  these  poor  individuals  from  the  small  quantity 
of  public  lands  they  now  occupy — instead  of  turn- 
ing them  out  to  the  buffetings  of  the  pitiless  storra, 
and  violently  wresting  from  them  their  little  cabins 
and  other  improvements,  I  would  consider  that  we 
already  had  land  enough  in  the  market,  and  I 
would  invite  a  stream  of  population  from  the  old 
States.  Many  Eastern  boys  and  girls  among 
them,  who,  though  poor  at  first,  and  "owning  no 
property,"  would,  in  time,  like  so  many  lofty  pines 
or  sturdy  oaks,  with  roots  shot  deep  beneath  the 
ground,  defy  the  howling  storm — defy  the  rude 
assault  of  their  country's  foes.  Yes !  I  would 
plant  the  young  couple,  whose  whole  estate  con- 
sisted in  nothing  more  than  a  horse,  a  cow,  a  bed, 
and  gun — perhaps  not  so  much  as  that — but  who 
had  health  and  strength  to  labor,  while  their  hearts 
were  warm,  and  cheeks  still  glowing  with  the 
blood  of  youth,  far  from  the  haughty  landlord's 
frown, where  they  might  rear  theirloveJy  offspring, 
and  learn  them  how,  in  the  paths  of  virtue,  of  in- 
nocence, of  patriotism,  and  of  independence,  too, 
to  walk  with  souls  erect,  acknowledging  no  supe- 
rior, save  Him  alone  who  made  us  all — who  made 
this  land  for  the  use  of  those  who  might  wish  to 
cultivate  it ;  and  of  which  they  can  only  be  de- 
prived by  the  mistaken  policy  or  injustice  of  their 
fellow-men. 

Mr.  Metcalf  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
adding  thereto  the  following  as  a  new  section  : 

"  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  person,  or  the 
representatives  of  every  person,  who,  prior  to  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  did  actually  inhabit  or  cultivate  a  tract 
of  unappropriated  land  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
shall  be  entitled  to  a  preference  in  becoming  the  pur- 
chaser of  one  quarter  section,  including  bis  or  their 
settlement,  at  the  minimum  price  of  the  Government. 
And  the  fact  of  such  settlement  being  established  in 
conformity  to  existing  laws,  before  the  Register  and 
Receiver  in  either  of  the  land  districts  of  the  United 
States,  before  the  day  upon  which  the  same  is  exposed 
to  public  sale,  the  said  sale  shall  be  suspended  for  the 

term  of years  :    Provided,   however.  That  every 

person  who  it  shall  appear  is  the  owner  of  any  other 
land  shall  be  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  this  act." 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative  by  a  large  majority. 

The  bill  was  then  further  amended,  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  McCoy  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  stri- 
king out  the  whole  of  the  bill,  after  the  enactinfir 
clause,  and  inserting  the  following  in  lieu  thereof: 

"  That  the  operation  of  all  acts  providing  for  the  sale 
of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  be,  and  the  same  ii 
hereby,  suspended  until  the  30th  day  of  April,  1822, 
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in  favor  of  parchaieri  of  public  lands,  at  any  of  the 
land  offices  of  the  United  States,  for  any  inrtalment 
or  instalments,  remaining  unpaid,  or  which  may  fall 
due,  previous  to  the  day  aforesaid." 

The  question  being  taken  on  this  motion,  it  was 
negatived — 68  to  40. 

Mr.  Cannon  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  , 
allow  to  those  who  purchased  lands  at  a  rate  less 
than  three  dollars  per  acre  the  same  discount  as 
is  allowed  to  purchasers  above  that  rate,  and  to 
reduce  that  discount  frooar  thirty-three  and  a  third 
per  cent,  to  twenty-five  per  cent. 

This  amendment  was  supported  by  Mr.  Cah-  i 
NON,  and  spoken  upon  by  Mr.  Hendricks  and  Mr.  i 
Hardin,  and  was  agreed  to — 69  to  53. 

Mr.  Anderson  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  | 
(since  the  system  of  the  Senate  had  been  broken  I 
m  upon)  so  as  to  strike  out  all  that  proposes  an  ' 
absolute  reduction  of  25  per  cent,  on  the  amount  ; 
due  by  each  purchaser  of  public  land,  his  object  | 
being  to  substitute  for  it  an  allowance  of  dis-  I 
connt  for  prompt  payment. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Clay,  and 
supported  by  Messrs.  Anderson,  Fuller,  and 
Cobb.     The  vote  thereon  was  as  follows : 

Yka9— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Allen  of  Tennessee,  Anderson,  Archer,  of 
Maryland,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Bloomfield,  Bryan, 
Buffura,  Case,  Cobb,  Cocke.  Cuibreth,  Culpeper,  Cuth- 
^rt,  Davidson,  Dcnison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Eddy, 
Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Folger, 
Foot,  Gray.  Guyon,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hardin.  Hibsh- 
man,  Hill,  Hooks,  Hdstetter,  Little,  Livermore,  Ma- 
clay,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mer- 
cer, Metcalf,  Monell,  Montgomery,  S.  Moore,  T.  L 
-Vloore,  Morton,  Murray,  iVeale,  Nelson  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Parker  of  Virginia 
Phelps  Philson,  Pinckney,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Reid,' 
Kichards,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Russ,  Settle,  Silsbee, 
birokins,  Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Terrell,  Tomlin- 
wn,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina.  Udree,  Walker,  Warfield.  Wendover, 
w!ll!?°*'  o   Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and 


I  allowance  of  a  considerable  deduction  (37*  per 
,  cent.)  for  prompt  payment  of  the  money  due 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Clay,  as  cro- 
mg  to  favor  moneyed  men  only,  who  have  no  oc- 
casion for  indulgence  from  the  Government.  He 
concluded,  by  moving  that  the  bill  and  amend- 
I  ment  lie  on  the  table,  with  a  view  of  taking  up  the 
Missouri  resolution,  which,  he  hoped,  there  was  a 
general  wish  to  see  acted  upon  this  day. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MISSOURL 
The  House  then  took  up  the  resolution,  as  above 
renorted  by  the  joint  committee  on  the  Missouri 
subject. 

Mr.  Clay  briefly  explained  the  views  of  the 
committee,  and  the  considerations  which  induced 
thein  to  report  the  resolution.  He  considered  this 
resolution  as  being  the  same  in  effect  as  that  which 
had  been  previously  reported  by  the  former  com- 
mittee of  thirteen  members;  and  stated  that  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  was  unani- 
mous, and  that  on  the  part  of  this  House  nearly 
so,  in  favor  of  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Adams,  of  Massachusetts,  delivered  his  ob- 
jections to  the  resolution,  on  the  ground  of  the 
defect  of  power  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Slates  to  authorize  or  require  the  Legislature  of 
a  State,  once  admitted  into  the  Union,  to  do  the 
act  proposed  by  this  resolution  to  be  demanded  of 
the  Legislature  of  Missouri.  * 


Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  New  York,  Baker, 
Baldwin  Bayly.  Beecher,  Blackledge,  Boden,  Brush, 
BuUer  of  Louisiana,  (Campbell,  Cannon,  Clark,  Clay. 
Cook,  Crowell,  Cushman,  Dane,  Darlington,  Edwards 
of  Con.,  Edwards  of  Penn.,  Eustis,  Fay.  Ford,  Fuller, 
Gorham.  Gross  of  N.  York,  Gross  of  Penn.,  Hackley. 
Hemphdl,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Jackson,  John- 
son, Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kendall, 
Amsey  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  McCullough,  Mallary,  Mar- 
^and,  Meech,  R.  Moore,  Moseley,  Nelson  of  Virginia 
Newton  Patterson,  Pitcher,  Rhea,  Rich.  Richmond! 
Kmggold,  Ross,  Sergeant,  Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New 
Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia. 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont 
Strong  of  New  York,  Swearingen.  Tarr,  Tyler,  and 
Van  Rensselaer— 70. 

So  the  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson  was  agreed  to 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Tucker,   of  Virginia,  the 
House  then  agreed  to  reconsider  the  amendrnent 
adopted  on  Friday  last,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Har- 

"'xV  *^^  ^^^'  ^'  ^^^^  withdrew  the  same. 

.   Mr.  Anderson  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill 

by  adding  thereto  a  provision  contemplatin^r  the 


•  To  the  Editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer . 

GiSTLiM EN :  In  your  paper  of  Tuesday  last,  sta- 
ting  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
on  the  resolution  for  the  admission  ^{  Missouri  into 
the  Union,  is  the  following  erroneous  paragraph  :  '•  Mr. 
Adams,  of  Massachusetts,  delivered  bis  objections  to  the' 
resolution,  on  the  ground  of  the  defect  of  power  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  to  authorize  or  require 
the  Legislature  of  a  State,  once  admitted  into  the 
Lnion.  to  do  the  act  proposed  by  this  resolution  to  be 
demanded  of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri." 

I  did  not  object  to  the  resolution  on  the  ground  in 
this  paragraph  mentioned.  But,  on  that  occasion,  I 
did  say  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  authorize  those 
who  are  called  the  Legulature  of  Missouri,  to  declare 
the  assent  of  said  State  to  the  fundamenUl  condition 
contained  in  said  resolution  ;  neither  had  the  people 
ofMwsouri  given  their  said  Legislature  authority  to 
give  any  such  assent ;  their  constitution,  by  which  they 
are  to  be  governed,  directly  forbids  it ;  therefore,  if  this 
Legislature  should  give  their  assent  to  this  fundamen- 
tal condition,  it  would  not  be  binding  on  the  people  of 
Missouri.  If  .Missouri  is  to  be  admitted  on  this  funda- 
mental condition,  under  the  power  of  Congress,  why 
have  this  assent  transmitted  to  the  President  ^  Let  Con- 
gress empower  the  gentlemen  Missouri  has  sent  here 
aa  Senators  and  RepresenUtive,  by  their  solemn  public 
act,  to  declare  the  assent  of  the  said  State  to  the  said 
fundamental  condition  ;  and  let  them  transmit  this  to 
Congreas,  and  have  the  whole  business  settled  at  once. 
This  would  be  equally  as  binding  upon  the  people  of 
Missouri  as  the  other. 

I  alao  said  that  Congresa,  at  the  last  session,  passed 
an  act  authorizing  the  people  of  .Missouri  to  call  a 
convention,  form  a  constitution,  and  be  admitted  into 
the  Union  upon  certain  conditions ;  one  of  which  was, 


1237 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


12S8 


' 


t 


February,  1821. 


Admissifm  of  Missouri. 


H.  or  R. 


Mr.  Brown,  of  Kentucky,  replied  to  the  argu- 
ments of  Mr.  Adams,  and  defended  the  resolution 
from  the  objections  set  up  against  it.  He  earnestly 
invited  the  House  to  support  the  resolution,  and 
thus  to  end  the  distracting  and  painful  controversy 
respecting  Missouri. 

Mr.  Adams  spoke  in  explanation. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  next  obtained  the 
floor,  and  delivered  his  sentiments  with  much 
earnestness,  and  pretty  much  at  large,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  resolution,  on  the  ground  as  well  of  its 
terms,  as  of  hostility  to  the  toleration  of  slavery  in 
any  shape,  or  under  any  pretence,  by  the  legisla- 
tion of  Congress. 

[During  the  progress  of  this  speech,  Mr.  Allen 
was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Trimble,  because  dis- 
cussing not  the  question  before  the  House,  but  a 
question  decided  at  the  last  session.  The  Speak- 
er, however,  overruled  this  objection.] 

Mr.  Allen  concluded,  by  moving  to  amend  the 
resolution  by  striking  out  the  word  '*  citizen,'' 
wherever  it  occurs  in  the  resolution,  as  above 
printed,  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof,  ''  free  negro 
or  mulatto." 


that  her  constitution  should  not  be  repugnant  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  The  people  of 
Missouri  did  call  a  convention,  and  ihis  convention 
did  virtually  declare  that  .Missouri  would  not  come 
into  the  Union  upon  the  conditions  proposed  by  Con- 
gress in  said  act.  But  they  formed  a  constitution  which 
the  Senate  and  this  House,  by  their  votes,  have  de- 
clared to  be  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Missouri,  not  accepting  the  terms  of  ad- 
mission set  forth  in  the  act  ot  the  last  session,  that 
act,  so  far  as  relates  to  Missouri  is  at  an  end,  and 
Missouri  is  just  where  she  began;  and,  if  she  desires 
to  come  into  the  Union,  she  must  begin  anew,  un- 
less Congress  will  admit  her  into  the  Union  with  a 
constitution  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  These  constitutions,  so  far  as  they 
are  repugnant  to  each  other,  cannot  both  stand; 
one  of  them  must  give  way.  In  forming  this  com- 
pact for  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Lnion, 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  is  one  party  and 
Missouri  the  other,  and  in  this  particular  case  their 
powers  are  equal.  Missouri  has  as  good  a  right  to 
say  upon  what  terms  she  will  become  a  member  of  the 
Union,  as  for  Congress  to  say  upon  what  terms  she 
shall  be  received.  When  one  party  proposes  terras, 
and  the  other  accepts  them,  there  is  a  union  and  bind- 
ing on  both  parties.  Missouri,  in  her  constitution, 
has  said  upon  what  terms  she  will  become  a  member  of 
the  Union;  if  she  be  admitted.  Congress  must  admit 
her  on  these  terms,  and  no  other. 

Should  Congress  admit  .Missouri  into  the  Union 
upon  a  fundamental  condition,  which  has  not  been 
agreed  to  by  the  people  of  Missouri,  but  is  in  direct  oppo- 
sition to  what  they,  in  their  constitution,  have  declared 
are  the  terms  upon  which  they  would  come  into  the 
Union,  and  should  enforce  this  condition.  Congress 
would  usurp  a  power  over  Missouri,  it  not  having  been 
given  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

These  are  some  of  the  remarks  I  made  on  that  occa- 
sion, and  I  will  trouble  you  with  these  only,  which 
tend  to  place  the  said  paragraph  in  iu  true  light. 
Your  very  humble  servant, 

Ma«ch  1.  BENJAMIN  ADAMS. 


Mr.  R.  Moore,  of  Pennsylvania,  then  required 
the  previous  question,  believing  that  this  subject 
had  been  so  long  debated,  as  to  require  that  it  be 
decided,  in  one  way  or  another,  without  further 
consumption  of  the  time  of  the  House. 

Ninety-five  members  having  risen  to  second  this 
motion,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  re- 
quired thereon  by  Mr.  Randolph — 

The  question  was  stated  in  the  following  form : 
"  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put  ?"  and  was 
decided — for  the  previous  question  109,  against  it 
50,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  New 
York,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Ba- 
ker, Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour.  Bateman,  Bayly,  Bee- 
cher, Blackledge,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brevard,  Brown, 
Brush,  Bryan,  Buffum,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Case, 
Clagett,  Clark,  Clay,  Cocke,  Crawford,  Crowell, 
Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Davidson,  Dewitt, 
Eddy.  Fisher,  Foot,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Gross  of  New 
York,  Guyon,  Hackley  Hardin,  Hendricks,  Herrick, 
Hibshman,  Hill,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Hostetter,  Jones 
of  Tennessee.  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Lincoln,  Little.  Ma- 
clay,  McCoy,  .McCreary,  McCullough,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Marchand,  Meech,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  Mo- 
nell, Montgomery,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore, 
Murray,  Newton,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Massachu- 
setts, Patterson,  Phelps,  Philson,  Pinckney,  Pitcher, 
Rankin,  Reid,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richmond,  Ringgold,  Rob- 
ertson, Rogers,  Ross.  Settle,  Shaw,  Simkins,  Sloan, 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth 
of  Virginia.  Smith  of  North  Carolina.  Southard, 
Steven^^^torrs,  Tarr,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  South 
CarJpir^ Tyler,  Udree,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer, 
Walker,  Wallace,  and   Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts, 
Anderson,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Butler  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cobb,  Cook,  Cuibreth, 
Dane,  Dickinson,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards 
of  Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Eustis, 
Fay,  Floyd,  Gorham,  Gray,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania, 
Hall  of  New  York,  Hemphill,  Jackson,  Johnson, 
Kendall,  Lathrop,  Livermore,  Mallary,  Morton,  Mose- 
ley, Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Va., 
Plumer,  Randolph,  Richards,  Russ.  Sergeant,  Silsbee, 
Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Swearingen,  Tomlinson, 
Tracy.  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Warfield,  Wendover, 
Whitman,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  W^ood. 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  to  wit :  Shall 
(h(  nsdution  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  ?  and 
passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  86,  nays  82,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  .\bbot,  Alexander,  Alien  of  Tennes- 
.\ndcrson.  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Vir- 


see 


ginia,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Bayly, Black- 
ledge, Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brown,  Bryan,  Butler  of 
Louisiana,  Cannon,  Clark,  Clay,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Craw- 
ford, Crowell,  Cuibreth,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  David- 
son, Eddy,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Fisher,  Floyd, 
Ford,  Gray,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hardin,  Hill,  Hooks, 
Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennes- 
see, Little,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLean  of  Kentucky, 
Meigs,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Montgomery,  S.  Moore,  T.  L. 
Moore,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Overstreet, 
Pinckney,  Rankin,  Reid,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertson, 
Rogers,  Sawyer,  Settle,  Shaw,  Simkins,  Smith  of  New 
Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia, 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs, 
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Swearingen,  Terrell,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia! 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Udree,  Walker, 
Warfield,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of 
^'ortb  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Baker,  Beecher,  Boden,  Brush, 
Boffura,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Case, 
Clagett,  Cook,  Cushman,  Dane,  Darlington,  Denison, 
Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards 
of  Pennsylvania,  Eustis,  Fay,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest, 
Fuller,  Garnett,  Gorham,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross 
of  Pa.,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Her- 
rick,  Hibshman,  Hobart,  Hostetter,  Kendall,  Kinsey, 
Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Livermore,  Maclay,  McCul- 
lougb,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Meech,  Monell,  K.  Moore, 
Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts, 
Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Phelps,  Philson, 
Pitcher,  Plumer,  Randolph,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond, 
Rom,  Rubs,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Street,  Strong 
of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  'J'arr,  Tomlinson, 
Tracy,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover, 
Whitman,  and  Wood. 

The  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  this  day,  but  not  without  considerable 
opposition. 

The  resolution  was  accordingly  read  a  third 
time,  and  put  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Randolph,  m  a  speech  of  some  twenty 
minutes,  delivered  the  reasons  why  he  should  not 
vote  for  the  resolution. 

The  final  question  was  then  taken  on  the  reso- 
lution, and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

Y«As — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennes- 
see, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia, 
Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Blackledge, 
Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brown,  Bryan,  Butler  of  Louisi- 
ana, Cannon,  Clark,  Clay,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crawford, 
Crowell,  Culbreth,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davidson, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Ford, 
Gray,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  N.  Carolina,  Hardin, 
Hill,  Hooks,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones 
of  Tennessee,  Little,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Meigs,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Montgomery.  S. 
Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  New- 
ton, Overstreet,  Pinckney,  Rankin,  Reid,  Rhea,  Ring- 
gold, Robertson,  Rogers,  Sawyer,  Settle,  Shaw,  Sim- 
kins,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A. 
Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Southard, 
Stevens,  Storrs,  Sweanngcn,  Terrell,  Trimble,  Tucker 
of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Udree, 
Walker,  Warfield,  Williamsof  Virginia,  and  Williams 
of  North  Carolina — 87. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Baker,  Beecher,  Boden,  Brush, 
Buffum,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Case. 
Clagett,  Cook,  Cushman,  Dane,  Darlington,  Denison, 
Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards 
of  Pennsylvania,  Eustis,  Fay,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest, 
Fuller,  Gorham,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Hall  of  New  York,  Hemphill.  Hendricks, 
Herrick,  Hibshman,  Hobart,  Hostetter,  Kendall  Kin- 
sey, Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Livermore,  Maclay, 
McCuliougb,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Meech,  Monell,  R. 
Moore,  Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Phelps, 
Philson,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Randolph,  Rich,  Richards,  | 
Richmond,  Ross,  Russ,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Street,  I 
Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York.  Tarr,  Tom- 1 


linson,    Tracy,   Upham,   Van    Rensselaer,    Wallace. 
Wendover,  Whitman,  and  Wood — 81. 

So  the  resolution  was  passed,  and  ordered  to  be 
sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Clay  moved  that  the  House  do  now  resume 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of 
public  lands,  prior  to  the  1st  day  of  July,  1820;" 
and,  the  question  being  stated  thereon,  the  House 
adjourned. 


TiESDAY,  February  27. 

Mr.  CiLBRETH  presented  a  printed  copy  of  a 
report  made  to  the  Senate  of  tne  State  of  Mary- 
land on  the  30th  of  January,  1821,  and  assented 
to  by  that  body,  and  by  the  House  of  Delegates  on 
the  13th  instant,  relative  to  appropriations  of  pub- 
lic land  for  the  purposes  of  education  ;  to  which 
is  attached  resolutions  expressive  of  the  opinion  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  "  that  each  of 
the  United  States  has  an  equal  right  to  participate 
in  the  benefit  of  the  public  lands,  the  common 
property  of  the  Union."  That  the  States  in  whose 
lavor  Congress  have  not  made  appropriations  of 
land  for  the  purposes  of  education,  are  entitled  to 
such  appropriations  as  will  correspond,  in  a  just 
proportion,  with  those  heretofore  made  in  favor  of 
other  States  ;  and  that  their  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  lay  the  said  report  and  resolutions 
before  their  respective  Houses,  and  use  their  en- 
deavors to  procure  the  passage  of  an  act  to  carry 
into  effect  the  just  principles  therein  set  forth ; 
which  report  and  resolutions  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  petition  of  the  President 
and  Directors  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexan- 
dria, praying  that  the  said  bank  may  be  mcluded 
within  the  provisions  of  the  bill  which  has  passed 
the  Senate,  and  is  now  pending  before  this  House, 
to  renew  the  charters  ol  certain  banks  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia ;  which  petition  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Alexander  Roddy,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed. 

Mr.  S.MiTH,  of  Maryland,  from  the  ioint  com- 
mittee appointed  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  inform  him  of  his  re-elec- 
tion, reported  that  the  committee  had  performed 
that  duty,  and  were  informed  by  the  President  that 
he  would  attend  in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives on  Monday  next,  at  12  o'clock,  to  take 
the  oath  of  office  prescribed  in  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed 
to  report  what  subjects  before  the  two  Houses 
are  proper  to  be  acted  upon  during  the  present  ses- 
sion, made  a  report ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  carrying 
into  execution  the  treaty  between  the  United  State 
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and  Spain,  concluded  at  Washington,  the  22d  of 
February,  1819;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit:  "An  act  to  authorize  the  appoint- 
ment of  certain  Indian  agents;"  "An  act  to  author- 
ize the  President  of  the  United  States  to  ascertain 
and  designate  certain  boundaries;"  "An  act  to 
establish  the  district  of  Blakeley;"  and  "An  act 
providing  for  the  adjudication  and  payment  of 
claims  arising  under  the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Settle- 
ment, and  Limits,  between  the  United  States  and 
His  Catholic  Majesty ;"  in  which  bills  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit :  "An  act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  further 
time,  the  act  entitled  'An  act  for  establishing 
trading-houses  with  the  Indian  tribes;"  "An  act 
to  authorize  the  appointment  of  certain  Indian 
agents ;"  "An  act  confirming  the  title  of  the  Mar- 
quis de  Maison  Rouge ;"  "An  act  to  extend  the 
charters  of  certain  banks  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia ;"  "An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  ascertain  and  designate  cer- 
tain boundaries ;"  "An  act  to  establish  the  district 
of  Blakeley;"  and  "An  act  providing  for  the  ad- 
judication and  payment  of  claims  arising  under 
the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Settlement,  and  Limits, 
between  the  United  States  and  His  Catholic 
Majesty ;"  were  severally  read  the  first  and  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  ;  the  first  and  second  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs;  the  third  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims ;  the  fourth 
to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia ; 
the  fifth  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands ; 
the  sixth  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce ;  and 
the  seventh  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.mith,  of  Maryland,  the  bill 
further  to  amend  the  several  acts  relative  to  the 
Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,  was 
taken  up,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Robert  Purdy  was  passed  through  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole ;  when 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinite- 
ly. This  motion  gave  rise  to  debate,  in  which 
Messrs.  Cobb,  Moore,  Cannon,  Ross,  McCoy, 
Rhea,  Cocke,  Metcalf,  Culpeper,  Baldwin, 
and  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  took  part. 
[From  the  debate,  it  appears  that  this  bill  proposes 
to  indemnify  Colonel  Purdy  from  a  judgment  ob- 
tained against  him  by  an  individual,  who  was  the 
keeper  of  a  disorderly  house  on  the  skirts  of  an 
encampment  of  the  army,  which  house,  in  order 
to  preserve  the  discipline  of  the  army.  Colonel  P. 
had  caused  to  be  destroyed.] 

The  vole  being  taken  on  the  question  of  indefi- 
nite postponement,  was  decided  in  the  affimative, 
57  to  47.     So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  with  a  view 
to  acting  on  the  great  mass  of  private  bills  before 
the  House,  moved  that  the  House  now  have  a 
recess  of  two  hours,  with  a  view  to  acting  on  bu- 


siness of  that  description  on  meeting  again.     This 
motion  was  negatived,  49  to  46. 

MILITARY  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Mr.  A.  Smyth,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  to  reduce  the  Mili- 
tary Peace  Establishment,  reported  the  same  with 
sundry  amendments  thereto — one  of  which  was  a 
section  adopting  for  the  government  of  the  army 
and  militia,  when  in  service,  the  system  of  Regu- 
lations for  the  Army,  compiled  by  Major  General 
Scott — the  other  amendments  were  of  a  minor 
character. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  Military  Com- 
mittee were  severally  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  Senate's 
amendments  the  provision  for  "  one  Major  Grene- 
ral,  with  two  Aids-de-Camp ;"  which  motion  was 
supported  by  Messrs.  Cocke,  Foot,  Cobb,  Har- 
din, Little,  Mallary,  and  R.  Moore,  on  prin- 
ciple and  expediency;  and  it  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Barbour,  Stohrs,  Clay,  and  Nelson, 
of  Virginia,  on  the  ground  that  as  the  Senate  had 
made  the  amendment,  they  would  probably  adhere 
to  it ;  that  if  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  it  might 
piit  the  whole  bill  in  jeopardy  ;  that  much  would 
still  have  been  done  in  the  way  of  retrenchment 
even  if  this  provision  passed,  and  it  would  be  bet- 
ter not  to  endanger  the  bill  by  rejecting  this  pro- 
vision. Mr.  Kinsey  opposed  the  motion  on  prin- 
ciple, deeming  a  Major  Greneral  necessary  to  make 
the  proposed  system  perfect  and  fully  efficient. 
After  an  ineffectual  call,  by  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Vir- 
ginia, for  the  previous  question — the  debate  hav- 
ing continued  some  time — 

The  question  was  taken  on  striking  out  the  pro- 
vision for  the  Major  Greneral,  and  was  negatived, 
by  yeas  and  nays.  For  striking  out,  73 ;  against 
it  79,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of 
Massachusetts,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer  of  Mary- 
land, Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball,  Bateman,  Baylj,  Black- 
ledge,  Boden,  Buflum,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire, 
Campbell,  Cannon,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crawford, 
Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Fay,  Fisher,  Foot,  Forrest,  Gray,  Gross  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Guyon,  Hardin,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibsh- 
man, Hill,  Hostetter,  Jackson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Ken- 
dall, Kent,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Little,  Livermore,  Mc- 
Coy, Mc(;reary,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Meech,  Metcalf, 
R.  Moore,  Murray,  Neale,  Patterson,  Phelps,  Plumer, 
Rankin,  Rhea,  Richards,  Shaw,  Stevens,  Strong  of 
Vermont,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tom hnson,  Tompkins,  Tucker 
of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Upham,  Walker,  Williams 
of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina— 73. 

Nats — Messrs.  Allen  of  New  York,  Anderson,  Ba- 
ker, Baldwin,  Barbour,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Brevard, 
Brown,  Brush,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Case,  Clark,  Clay, 
Cook,  Crowell,  Culbreth,  Cushman,  Dane,  Darhng- 
ton,  Davidson,  Dewitt.  Dickinson,  Edwards  of  Con- 
necticut, Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Folger,  Ford,  Ful- 
ler, Gorman.  Gross  of  New  York,  Hackley,  Hall  of 
New  York,  Hemphill,  Hooks,  Johnson.  Jones  of  Ten- 
nessee, Kinsey,  Maclay,  McCullough,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Meigs,  Mercer,  Montgomery,  8.  Moore, 
Morton,  Moseley,  Nelson  of  Massachuaetta,  Newton^    -f 
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Parker  of  MuMchuMttt,  Pinckney,  Pitcher,  Reid, 
Ringgold,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Rom,  Russ,  Sergeant, 
Settle,  Silsbee,  Simkins,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Southard,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of 
New  York,  Trtcy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Udree,  Van  Rensj>elaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Whit- 
man, and  Wood — 79. 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  further  to  amend  the  said 
amendment  by  striking  out  the  word  two  wherever 
it  occurs  in  the  eighth  line  of  the  second  section, 
and  inserting  in  each  place  the  word  one;  so  that 
there  should  be  one  first  lieutenant,  and  tyne  second 
lieutenant,  to  each  company  of  artillery,  instead 
of  two  first  and  two  second  lieutenants Nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  provision  "for  one  Judge  Advocate,  with  a 
salary  of  two  thousand  dollars ;"  and  the  motion 
was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Cannon  then  moved  so  to  amend  the  araend- 
Hien  ts  of  the  Senate,  as,  instead  of /our  regiments 
of  artillery  and  seven  regiments  of  infantry,  to  re- 
duce the  number  of  regiments  to  two  of  artillery 
and  /our  of  infantry  ;  and  to  make  the  companies 
consist  of  eighty-four,  instead  of  forty-two  men. 
After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  C.  in  support  of  his 
amendments. 

The  motion  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate,  as  amended  by 
this  House,  were  then  agreed  to ;  and  ordered  to 
be  returned  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence  in  the 
amendments  of  this  House  thereto. 

THE  RELIEF  BILL— PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  the  pub- 
lic lands — the  following  section  proposed  to  be 
added  to  the  bill,  by  Mr.  Anderson,  bemg  still 
under  consideration,  viz: 

Skc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  all  cases 
where  complete  payment  of  the  whole  sum  due,  or 
which  may  become  due,  for  any  tract  of  land  pur- 
chased  from   the   United  States  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 

made  on  or  before  the day  of ,  a  deduction 

at  the  rate  of  thirty-seven  and  a  half  per  centum  shall 
be  allowed  on  the  sum  so  remaining. 

Mr.  Crowell  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the 
amendment  with  the  30th  of  September,  1823; 
which  was  negatived — yeas  9. 

The  blank  was  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Lean, filled  with  the  30th  of  September,  1822. 

Mr.  McCoy  made  an  unsuccessful  motion  to 
strike  out  thirty-seven  and  a  half,  and  insert 
twenty-five  per  cent. 

These  questions,  as  well  as  the  merits  of  the 
amendment,  were  largely  discussed    by   Messrs 
Anoerson,  Clay,  Hardin,  McCoy,  Cook,  and 
McLean. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Anderson  was 
finally  adopted  by  yeas  and  navs — yeas  72  nays 
62,  as  follows :  •  '       / 

YiAS — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander.  Allen  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Allen  of  New  York,  Baker,   Baldwin,  Ball 
Beecher,  Boden,  Brown,  Brush,  Butler  of  Louisiana 
Campbell,  Cannon,  Clark,  Clay.  Cobb,  Cook,  Craw- 


ford, Crowell.  Cuahman.  Cuthbert,  Darlington.  Den* 
ison,  Earle,  Fay,  Fisher,  Garnett,  Gorham,  Hackley, 
Hardin.  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hill,  Hostetter.  Jackson, 
Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Kinsey,  Kinsley, 
Lathrop,  Livermore,  McCullough,  McLean  of  Ken- 
tucky, Mallary,  Marchand.  Meigs,  Mercer,  Metcalf, 
Montgomery,  S.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Moaeley,  Patter- 
son, Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rogers, 
Ross,  Settle,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  A.  Smyth 
of  Virginia,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr,  Tyler, 
Van  Rensselaer,  and  Wallace — 72. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Ander- 
son, Archer  of  Maryland.  Archer  of  Virginia,  Bar- 
bour, Bateman,  Bayly,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Buffum, 
Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Case,  Clagett,  Culbreth. 
Dane,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connec- 
ticut, Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Folger, 
Foot,  Ford,  Gray,  Gross  of  New  York,  Guyoo,  Hall 
of  New  York,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kendall,  .Maclay, 
McCoy,  McCreary,  Meech,  Morton,  Murray,  Neale, 
Newton,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Phelps,  Philson, 
Rich,  Richards,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Russ,  Simkins, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Stevens,  Sweanngen,  Terrell, 
Tompkins,  Tracy,  Tucker  o(  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Udree,  Upham,  Wendover,  WilUams 
of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Wood— 62. 

The  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  to-mor- 
row. 

DUTIES  ON  FRENCH  VESSELS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  exempt 
French  ships  from  certain  duties. 

Mr.  N.  explained  the  object  of  the  bill.  By 
the  original  act,  time  enough  had  not  been  allowed 
to  give  notice  to  French  vessels  of  the  passage  of 
the  act ;  in  consequence  of  which,  a  few  vessels 
had  found  their  way  into  our  ports,  and  the  extra- 
ordinary duty  had  thus  been  levied  in  cases  not 
intended  by  the  act.     This  bill  was  to  provide  for 

[  a  remission  of  the  amount  of  extra  duty  in  such 

I  cases. 

Mr.  Baldwin  said  that  he  thought  the  original 
law  wrong ;  but  if  right  at  the  last  session,  it  could 
not  be  wrong  now.  Why  not  let  the  experiment 
go  on  and  be  fairly  tried '?  He  wished  that  the 
course  of  the  Government  should  be  uniform  ;  that 
it  should  be  either  one  wav  or  the  other.  If  the 
law  be  right  in  itself,  said  he,  let  it  stand.  If  not, 
let  it  be  repealed  at  once. 

Mr.  Mallary  said  there  was  nothing  whatever 
m  this  bill  which  went  to  defeat  the  legitimate 
effect  of  the  act  of  last  session,  but  rather  to  make 
that  act  what  it  was  intended  to  be,  an  act  with 
fair  notice  to  the  parties.  Mr.  M.  further  ex- 
plained the  cases  to  which  the  act  applied,  and 
expressed  his  hope  that  the  bill  would  be  passed. 

Mr.  Clay  expressed  the  same  sentiments.  If 
a  partial  and  rigorous  construction  had  been  given 
to  the  act  of  last  session,  the  effects  of  it  ought  to 
be  remedied.  He  was  the  more  disposed  to  this 
course,  since  it  was  understood  that  an  arrange- 
ment was  in  negotiation  between  the  two  Gov- 
ernments, which  would  produce  a  reciprocal  revo- 
cation of  the  extra  duties  by  both  Governments. 
France,  Mr.  C.  said,  is  our  natural  friend,  and  he 
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should  be  glad  that  Congress  would,  by  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill,  add  another  motive  to  a  conclu- 
sion of  the  arrangement  which  is  necessary  to  a 
good  understanding  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  and  was  subsequently  read  a  third  time 
and  passed,  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Baldwin  then  moved  that  the  House  do 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to 
lake  into  consideration  the  bill  laying  a  duty  on 
sales  at  auction.     This  motion  was  uegatived. 

INCREASE  OF  THE  NAVY. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour, 
of  Virginia,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the 
gradual  increase  of  the  Navy,  so  as  to  reduce  the 
annual  appropriation  therefor  from  one  million  to 
half  a  million  of  dollars  per  annum,  and  extend 
the  term  of  appropriation  from  three  to  six  years. 

Mr.  Barbour  indicated  his  intention  to  propose 
an  amendment  to  the  bill,  the  object  of  which  was 
to  limit  the  reduced  appropriation  to  three  years  ; 
his  object  being  to  have  the  ships  contemplated  to 
be  built,  so  far  completed  as  regarded  the  frames 
of  them,  as  to  be  in  a  state  to  be  secured  and  cov- 
ered in  by  houses  built  over  them.  Mr.  B.  ex- 
plained at  large  his  views  of  this  subject,  the  lead- 
ing feature  of  which  was,  that  however  advisable 
it  might  be  to  build  more  ships,  it  was  not  neces- 
sary at  present  to  put  them  afloat.  He  therefore 
moved  that  the  Committee  rise,  with  a  view  to 
moving  that  the  bill  lie  on  the  table,  giving  notice 
that  at  12  o'clock  to-morrow  he  should  call  it  up, 
with  a  view  to  moving  the  amendment  which  he 
had  indicated. 

Mr.  Fuller  rose  merely  to  say,  that  when  the 
amendment  should  be  before  the  House,  he  should 
endeavor  to  show  why,  in  his  opinion,  the  bill 
should  not  be  adopted  at  this  session  at  least. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Barbour,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Wednesday,  February  28. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
on  Expenditures,  in  the  Navy  Department,  made 
a  report  upon  the  subject  of  the  expenditures  in 
that  Dejpartment ;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Archer,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  providing  for  the  pay  and  reorgan- 
ization of  the  Marine  Corps ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  to  establish  the  district 
of  Blakeley;"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-day. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  billsof  this  Houseenti- 
tled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Brady  ;"  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Nicholas  Jarrott,"  with  amend- 
ments ;  and  they  have  also  passed  bills  of  the  fol- 


lowing titles,  viz :  "An  act  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  money  to  John  Grooding  and 
James  Williams ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gen- 
eral Robert  Swartwout;"  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  of  Louisiana  to  appoint  a  deputy 
to  aid  him  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his 
office;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  L.B.  Macarty;" 
and  "An  act  for  the  passage  lo  the  credit  of  Na- 
thaniel Allen  of  certain  moneys  by  him  disbursed  in 
the  public  service  ;"  in  which  amendments,  and 
five  last  mentioned  bills,  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Brady," 
was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nicholas 
Jarrott,"  were  also  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit :  "An  act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum 
of  money  to  John  GoOding  and  James  Williams ;" 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  General  Robert  Swart- 
wout ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  L.  B.  Macar- 
ty ;"  "An  act  for  passing  to  the  credit  of  Nathaniel 
Allen  certain  moneys  by  him  disbursed  in  the  pub- 
lic service ;"  and  "An  act  to  authorize  the  clerk 
of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
district  of  Louisiana  to  appoint  a  deputy  to  aid 
him  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office  ;" 
were  severally^  read  twice,  and  referred,  the  first 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means ;  the  second, 
third,  and  fourth,  to  the  Committee  of  Claims  ; 
and  the  fifth  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
extend  the  charters  of  certain  Banks  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,"  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed — Yeas  74,  nays  34. 

An  engrosed  bill  entitled  "An  act  further  to 
amend  the  several  acts  relative  to  the  Treasury, 
War,  and  Navy  Departments,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  without  amendment  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
ascertain  and  designate  certain  boundaries.  Mr. 
Sibley  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  in  order  that  he  might  have  a  proper 
opportunity  of  stating  his  objections  to  it. 

Mr.  Hendricks  opposed  the  motion  on  the 
ground  of  its  tendency  to  defeat  the  bill.  But  the 
motion  prevailed,  and  the  bill  was  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rich,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  re- 
ported without  amendment  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate to  amend  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  L. 
Cathcart ;  which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bloo.mfield,  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions  were  discharged  from 
the  consideration  of  all  the  subjects  which  have 
been  referred  to  them,  and  not  yet  reported  on. 

Mr.  Fuller,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  without  amendment  the  act  con- 
cerning Thomas  Shields  and  others ;  and  it  was 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
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WAYS   AND  MEANS. 

\  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  made  a  detailed  report  upon 
the  state  of  the  finances ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  Committee  oi  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  President's  Message,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  as  relates  to  the 
finances,  respectfully  submit  to  the  following  report : 
The  total  net  receipts  of  the  Treasury,  during  the 
year  1820,  amounted  to     -         •         -  $20,969,001 


SiaU  of  the  Treasury,  public  revenue,  and  apppro- 
priationt,  for  the  service  of  the  year  1821. 

1.    The  State  of  the  Treasury. 

The  amount  of  available  money  in  the  Treasury  on 
the  Ist  day  of  January,  agreeably  to  report  of  the 
committee,  dated  the  6th  February,  was  believed 
to  be $476,271    18 

From  which  must  be  deducted  amount 
of  deposites  in  the  Bank  of  Vincen- 
-  net,  which  it  cannot  pay         -        •      214,808  00 


Leaving  available  funds  in  the  Trea- 
•ary,  on  1st  day  of  January,  the  sum  of     261,463  18 


2.   Thencemiefor  1821. 
Customs,  as  estimated   by  the  Committee  of  Ways 

and  Means,  in  their  report  of  Feb.  6th  .$15,005,328 

Lands,  estimated  by  the  committee        -  800.000 
Internal  taxes,  agreeably  to  the  report 

of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury         -  100,000 

Bank  dividend,  by  the  same          -         -  350,000 
Post  office  receipts  from  debts  of  banks, 

and  other  incidental  receipts      -         -  100,000 


Estimated    amount  of  means  available 

for  the  service  of  the  year  1821  -    $16,355,328 

3.    Amount  of  the  several  approyriaiions 
for    1821. 

1.  Permanent  appropriations,  viz  : 
Principal  and  interest  of  public 

debt $5,477,776 

Gradual  increase  of  the  navy  500,000 

Arming  the  militia         -         -  200,000 

Indian  annuities     .         .         -  152,000 

Indian  trading  houses    -         -  19,000 

Civilization  of  Indians    -         -  10,000 

;      ,  6,358,776 

2.  Temporary,  agreeably  to  the  several 
appropriations  made  for  the  service  of 
the  present  year. 

For  the  service  of  the  navy  -  .$2,209,093 

For  the  mihtary     -         .  .  4,936,451 

Civil  Department  -         -  -  1,517,352 

Public  Buildings    •         •  .  90,445 

Private  claims,  estimated  at  •  200,000 

Treaty  of  Ghent,  presumed  -  45,000 

Spanish  Treaty,  supposed  -  100,000 


9,098,341 

'  15,457,117 

Leaving  an  excess  of  receipts,  over  the  ex- 
pense* authorized  by  law,  of  -         -    $898,211 


A.  State  of  the  Finances. 

Actual  balance  against  the  Treasury,  on 
the  1st  day  of  January;  see  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means      -  $4,579,094 

To  which  must  be  added  amount  due  by 
the  Vincennes  bank,  and  which  will  not 
be  available  for  the  service  of  the  pre- 
sent year  ;  sec  Secretary's  letter  of  the 
12th  instant 214,808 


Actual  deficit  to  b«  provided  for 
To  supply  that  deficit  there  may 
be  applied  the  surplut  of  the 
estimated  receipta,  in  1821, 
over  the  expenditures  author- 
ized by  the  several  acts  of  ap- 
propriation passed  during  the 
present  session,  which  ia  pre- 
sumed by  the  preceding  view, 
to  amount  to  the  sum  of  •  -  896,211 
And  the  available  fundi^i  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  Ist  day  of  Jan- 
uary          261,463 


4,793,902 


1,159,674 


Leaving  an  actual   deficit  to  be  provided 

for  by  loan,  of 3,634,228 

But  if  the  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
the  Treasury  should  prove  correct,  to 
wit :  that  the  customs  will  yield  only 
fourteen  millions,  then  there  must  be 
added  (the  difference  between  his  esti- 
mate and  that  of  the  committee)  the 
sum  of 1,005,328 


$4,639,556 


The  committee,  under  all  these  circumstances  of 
difficulty  and  doubt,  submit  a  bill  authorizing  a  loan 
for  four  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  House  will  perceive  a  difference  between  the 
present  report  and  that  of  the  6th  of  February,  aris- 
ing out  of  the  expenditures  being  bottomed  in  the  one 
as  estimates,  and  the  otber  as  the  actual  sums  appro- 
priated for  the  service  of  the  present  year  ;  and  in  the 
estimate  of  receipta  for  the  land  during  the  year  1821, 
the  committee  have,  in  their  present  report,  assumed 
only  one-half  the  amount  of  their  former,  which  was 
taken  from  the  estimate  of  the  Treasury.  The  com- 
mittee do  not  pretend  to  much  personal  knowledge 
on  the  subject,  but,  from  conversation  with  well  in- 
formed gentlemen  from  the  West  and  South,  and  a 
correspondence  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
they  were  induced  to  believe  it  would  be  unsafe  to 
rely  on  a  larger  sum  than  eight  hundred  thousand 
dollars  to  be  received  for  land  during  the  present  year. 
The  House  will  also  perceive  a  difference  in  the 
available  fund  arising  from  the  default  of  the  Bank  of 
Vincennes. 

Rdrenchments  in  the  pvUic  expenditures. 

The  deductions  made  from  the  estimates  of  the  sev- 
eral departments  for  1820,  amounted  to  the  sum 
of $2,130,000 

Those  for  1821.  amounted  to    -         -         -    2,317,155 


Civil 
Military 


-  116,608 

-  1,481,064 


4,447,155 
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Naval,  including  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars  from  grad- 
ual   increase         ...      719,583 


Total  amount  of  retrenchments  in  the  an- 
nual public  expendituies  during  the  six- 
teenth Congress $4,447,155 


It  will  be  perceived,  by  the  preceding  view,  that  the 
expenditures  for  the  present  year  are  less  than  fifteen 
and  a  half  millions.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that 
those  of  the  next  year  will  not  exceed  fifteen  millions, 
for,  during  that  year,  the  whole  effect  of  the  reduction 
of  the  Army  will  be  felt;  that  reduction  has  reduced 
the  expense  of  the  present  year  $561,000,  and  will 
reduce  that  of  the  next,  nearly  $1,000,000.  The 
Revolutionary  pensioners  will  cost  in  future  $200,000 
less  than  the  sum  appropriated  for  the  present  year. 
In  fine,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  receipta 
will,  (if  no  unforeseen  change  should  happen,)  greatly 
exceed  the  annual  expenditures. 

All  which  the  committee  respectt'ully  submit. 

PUBLIC  LA.ND8. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  purchasers  of  public  lands  prior  to 
the  first  July,  1820,"  was  read  the  third  time  as 
amended  ;  and  on  the  question,  shall  it  pass  ?  It 
was  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  97,  nays  40, 
as  follows : 

Ykas— Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of 
Massachusetta,  Allen  of  JVew  York,  Anderson,  Baker, 
Baldwin,  Ball,  Beecher.  Bloomfield,  Brown  Brush, 
Butler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Clark,  Clay, 
Cobb,  Cook,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Culbreth,  Cushmau, 
Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Edwards  of 
Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Eustis,  Fay, 
Folger,  Ford,  Fuller,  Gorham,  Gross  of  New  York, 
Hackley,  Hardin,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hill, 
Hooks,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kendall, 
Kent,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Maclay,  McCullough, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Meigs, 
Mercer,  Metcalf,  Monell,  Montgomery,  R.  Moore,  8. 
Moore,  T.  L.  .Moore,  .Moseley,  Murray,  xNeale,  Nelson 
of  Massachusetta,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  I'atterson, 
Pinckney,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Rhea,  Rich,  Ringgold, 
Robertson,  Rogers,  Ross,  Sergeant,  Settle,  Silsbee, 
Simkins,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Street,  Strong  of  New  York,  Swearingen,  Tarr, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tyler,  Udree,  Van  Rensselaer, 
Walker,  and  Wood. 

NiTs — .Messrs.  Allen  of  Tennes-tce,  Archer  of 
Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Bateman,  Blackledge, 
Bryan,  Buffura,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Case, 
Clagett,  Cocke,  Culpeper,  Denison,  Eddy,  Edwards 
of  North  Carolina,  Floyd.  Foot,  Gray,  Guyon,  Hall 
of  New  York,  Hibshman,  Lincoln,  Little,  Liverraore, 
McCoy,  McCreary,  Morton,  Newton,  Parker  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Phelps,  Philson,  Richards,  Russ,  Stevens, 
Tomlinsjn,  Tucker  of  South  Carohna,  Upham,  Wen- 
dover,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North 
Carohna. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence  in  the  amendments. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported,  without  amendment,  the 

16th  Con.  2d  Sess. — 10 


bill  from  the  Senate  for  continuing  the  charters  of 
certain  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

[This  bill  provides  for  the  continuation  of  the 
charters  of  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  the  Bank 
of  Washington,  the  Patriotic  Bank  in  the  City  of 
Washington  ;  the  Union  Bank,  the  Farmers'  and 
Mechanics"  Bank,  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  io 
Georgetown ;  the  Bank  of  Alexandria,  and  the 
Farmers'  Bank,  in  Alexandria,  until  the  year  1836. 
It  authorizes  the  consolidation  of  the  Union  Bank 
of  Alexandria  with  the  Bank  of  Potomac,  and 
extends  the  charter  of  the  said  united  bank  to  the 
same  term  as  the  others.  The  Central  Bank  is 
allowed  to  proceed  forthwith  to  liquidate  and  close 
all  the  concerns  of  the  corporation,  and  for  that 
purpose  its  corporate  authority  is  continued  for 
five  years.] 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
but  afterwards  withdrew  the  motion  ;  which  was 
renewed  by  Mr.  Cobb,  opposed  by  Mr.  Hardin, 
and  Mr.  Mercer,  and  negatived  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to 
extend  the  charters  to  1826,  instead  of  1836,  being 
five  years  instead  of  fifteen. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  short  debate. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Cocke  and 
Mr.  Cobb,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Hardin,  Mr.  Mer- 
cer, and  Mr.  Nelson,  oi  Virginia — and  was  neg- 
atived— yeas  06,  nays  47. 

Mr.  Edwards  moved  that  the  bill  be  recommit- 
ted to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia, 
with  instructions  so  to  amend  it  as  to  authorize 
any  stockholder,  if  he  thinks  proper,  to  withdraw 
himself  from  any  of  the  said  companies,  and  to 
receive  such  funds  as  he  may  have  therein.  Neg- 
atived— yeas  30. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
this  day,  and  was  subsequently  read  a  third  time 
and  passed.  , 

INDIAN  TRADE. 

Mr.  Southard,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Afiairs,  reported,  pursuant  to  instruction,  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Indian  trade  bill,  to  the  following 
effect : 

"  That  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  cause  to  be  dis- 
posed of  at  public  sale  all  the  property,  now  belonging 
to  the  United  States,  employed  in  the  Indian  trade, 
and  the  proceeds  thereof  to  be  paid  into  the  public 
Treasury  ;  and  that,  from  the  first  day  of  November 
next,  the  offices  of  superintendent  of  Indian  trade  and 
of  factors,  &c.  shall  cease  and  determine." 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to  ;  and  the  ques- 
tion being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading — 

Mr.  SouTHARo  catised  to  be  read  by  the  Clerk 
three  or  four  articles  of  different  treaties  between 
the  United  States  and  Indian  tribes,  wherein  the 
Government  had  expressly  stipulated  to  maintain 
trading  houses,  and  then  asked  how,  after  these 
solemn  pledges.  Congress  could  abolish  the  whole 
system  ? 

.Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  had  voted 

for  the  amendment,  not  being  aware  of  these  pro- 

I  visions  of  treaties.    He  wished  that  vote  to  be  re- 
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considered,  that  a  bill  mieht  be  passed  to  continue 
the  system  in  existence  for  one  year,  to  give  an 
opportunity  to  the  next  Congress  to  revise  it. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Virginia,  stated,  that  the  read- 
iest course  would  be,  to  reject  this  bill,  and  take  up 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  containing  the  very  pro- 
vision which  the  gentleman  had  suggested. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  Ran- 
kin, Floyd,  Southard,  and  Simkins,  the  bill 
was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table — in  the  course  of  which — 

Mr.  Floyd  said,  incidentally,  that  the  Choctaws 
had  fairly  retorted  on  the  United  States  their  own 
policy,  and  got  possession,  by  treaty,  of  about  one- 
third  of  the  whole  of  the  population  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Arkansas.  The  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table.  ■'' 

GENERAL  POST  OFFICE. 

Mr.  Phelps,  from  the  select  committee,  deliv- 
ered in  the  following  report : 

The  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  in- 
ve8tigation  of  the  atfairs  of  the  Post  Office  Department, 
according  to  order  have  had  the  same  under  exami- 
nation, and  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing report,  in  part :  That,  immediately  after  their 
appointment,  they  commenced  a  performance  of  their 
duties,  and  believed  it  would  be  in  their  power  to  ef- 
fect an  extensive  investigation.  They  began  an  in- 
quiry into  several  important  subjects,  which  the  stale 
of  health  of  several  members  of  the  committee  com- 
pelled them  to  abandon.  They  have  recently  devoted 
their  attention  entirely  to  such  inquiries  as  offered  a 
fair  prospect  of  termination  during  the  present  session 
of  Congress. 

When  it  is  recollected  that  the  transactions  of  this 
Department  embrace  a  period  of  many  years,  and  ex- 
tend to  almost  every  part  of  our  country,  it  will  be 
obvious  that  obstacles  would  occur  in  the  investigation 
of  them,  which  could  be  surmounted  only  by  an  expen- 
sive and  protracted  inquiry. 

The  committee  never  entertained  a  belief,  that,  du- 
ring the  present  session  of  Congress,  they  should  be 
able  to  review,  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  themselves, 
or  the  House,  the  quarterly  receipts  and  expenditures 
of  this  department.  This  service  the  law  requires  of 
the  accounting  officers  of  the  Government,  when  the 
proper  vouchers  are  exhibited  by  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, and  which,  by  law,  he  is  bound  to  render  quar- 
terly. 

The  following  subjects  have  been  investigated  by  the 
committee : 

1.  The  expenditure  of  public  money  by  the  depart- 
ment, for  transporting  the  mail  from  Washington  City 
to  Fredericksburg,  in  the  years  1814.  1815,  and   1816. 

2.  Whether  duplicates  of  all  contracts  made  by  this 
department,  and  all  proposals  respecting  them,  have 
been  lodged  with  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  or 
not. 

3.  Whether  the  Postmaster  General  has,  once  in 
three  months,  rendered  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury a  quarterly  account  of  all  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  the  department  or  not. 

4.  Whether  the  Postmaster  General  has  paid  into 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  the  balance  due 
from  him,  as  the  law  requires,  or  not. 

5.  Whether  the  public  money  was  not  loaned  to 
Benjamin  Tallmadge  and  John  G.  Jackson. 


6.  Whether  the  Postmaster  General,  in  his  annual 
reports  to  Congress  of  the  contracts  made  by  his  de- 
partment, has  reported  them  conformably  with  law,  or 

not. 

7.  Whether  he  has  annually  reported  to  Congress 
all  contracts  made  by  his  department,  or  not. 

The  evidence,  in  relation  to  these  several  subjecU  of 
inquiry,  consists  of  the  original  applications  to  tran- 
port  the  mail  from  Washington  City  to  Fredericksburg, 
during  the  years,  1814,  1815,  and  1816,  a  copy  from 
the  original  list  of  bids,  as  furnished  by  the  Postmaster 
General,  and  official  documents. 

The  evidence,  in  connexion  with  the  several  heads, 
is  referred  to  numerically. 

In  reference  to  the  first  head  of  inquiry,  the  com- 
mittee find  that,  in  the  month  of  September,  1813,  a 
contract  was  made  by  the  Department  with  four  per- 
sons, believed  to  be  entirely  responsible,  for  transport- 
ing the  mail  from  Washington  City  to  Fredericksburg, 
during  the  years  1814,  1815,  and  1816,  for  the  sum  of 
$3,300  per  annum,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  the  sum 
of  $9,900:  a  part  of  which  contract  was  afterwards 
transferred  to  another  person.  No  farther  contract 
embracing  the  same  route  and  period,  has  been  dis- 
covered in  the  list  of  the  contracU  ;  duplicates  of  which 
have  been  returned  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
or  been  furnished  to  the  committee  by  the  Post  Office 
Department ;  but,  it  appears  that  a  sum  considerably 
larger  than  that  stipulated  by  the  above  contract  has 
been  paid  for  the  service  in  question,  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States.  The  reason  assigned  for  this  additional 
expenditure  by  the  Postmaster  General,  is,  the  occur- 
rence of  a  change  in  the  mode  of  transporting  the  mail, 
alleged  to  have  been  rendered  necessary  by  the  war, 
and  to  have  been  adopted  in  obedience  to  the  direction 
of  a  superior  authority.  The  sum  paid  under  this  va- 
riation of  arrangement,  for  the  three  years  above  men- 
tioned, ap[>ears  from  the  returns  of  the  Treasury  to 
have  been  $31,551  52,  of  which  amount  $16,150  81, 
were  paid  for  the  year  1816.  These  entries  are  al- 
leged by  the  Postmaster  General  to  furnish  an  erro- 
neous exhibit  of  the  real  expenditure,  rexulting  from 
the  manner  of  making  up  the  returns  to  the  Treasury, 
in  which  various  sums  paid  to  the  same  person,  though 
for  different  services,  are  comprehended  in  the  same 
entry.  Thus,  from  the  account  in  detail  on  the  books 
of  the  Post  Office  Department,  the  whole  sum  paid  for 
the  transportation  of  the  mail  from  Washington  to 
Fredericksburg,  for  the  year  1816,  appears  to  be 
$8,915  45,  instead  of  $16,150  81,  as  shown  by  the  re- 
turns to  the  Treasury.  The  committee  have  no  time 
or  opportunity  to  obtain  testimony  in  relation  to  the 
facts  connected  with  the  subject.  They  submit  the 
documentary  evidence  they  have  collected,  numbered 
from  one  to  eleven,  the  letter  of  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral to  the  committee  ;  and  two  extracts  marked  A  and 
B  from  the  books  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  veri- 
fied by  the  Chief  Clerk  of  that  Department. 

In  relation  to  the  second  head  of  inquiry,  the  com- 
mittee find  the  duplicates  of  all  contracts,  and  propo- 
sals respecting  them,  have  not  been  lodged  with  the 
Comptroller,  as  is  required  by  law. — Documents  No. 
12  and  13,  and  letter  of  the  Postmaster  General. 

In  relation  to  the  third  head  of  inquiry,  it  appears 
that  the  Postmaster  General  has  not  rendered  his  ac- 
counts to  the  Treasury  Department  for  settlement,  to 
a  later  period  than  the  3l8t  day  of  March,  1819. — Re- 
ference to  documents  No.  14  and  15.  and  the  expla- 
nation on  the  subject  offered  by  the  letter  of  the  Post- 
master General. 
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In  relation  to  the  fourth  head  of  inquiry,  it  appears 
that  the  balance  due  from  the  Post  Office  Department 
to  the  Department  of  the  Treasury,  amounted,  on  the 
1st  day  of  January,  1819,  to  the  sum  of  $653,491  99, 
which  includes  all  money  then  on  hand,  and  debts  due 
to  the  Post  Office  Department ;  the  amount  of  which 
the  committee  have  no  documents  to  ascertain. — Re- 
ference to  document-";  Nos.  16,  17,  and  letter  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  accompanying  his  report  of  debt- 
ors to  his  Department. 

In  reference  to  the  fifth  head  of  inquiry,  no  evidence 
has  been  obtained  by  the  committee.  It  will  be  found 
embraced,  however,  by  the  explanation  contained  in 
the  letter  of  the  Postmaster  General,  which,  on  this 
point,  was  satisfactory  to  the  committee. 

In  relation  to  the  sixth  head  of  inquiry,  the  commit- 
tee, by  adverting  to  several  annual  reporu  of  contracts, 
made  to  Congress  by  the  Postmaster  General,  find 
that  the  dates  and  duration  of  those  contracts  are  not 
reported,  which  the  law,  in  express  terms,  requires. 
As  these  reports  are  to  be  found  in  the  Clerk's  office, 
and  the  committee  considered  it  to  be  unnecessary  to 
swell  their  report  with  them. 

In  relation  to  the  seventh  head  of  inquiry,  the  com- 
mittee find  that  the  Postmaster  General  has  not  made 
a  report  to  Congress  of  the  contracts  made  by  his  De- 
partment in  the  year  ISIS,  until  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  investigation.  See  document  No. 
18,  and  letter  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  committee  have  contented  themselves  with  sub- 
mitting the  above  brief  statement  of  the  objects  to 
which  their  inquiries  have  been  directed,  together  with 
the  connected  evidence  and  explanations  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  House,  without  suggesting  any  resolu- 
tion or  act  for  its  adoption. 

The  report  was,  with  the  documents  accom- 
panying the  same,  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  letter  accompanied  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  the  House  on  the  subject  of  the 
Post  Office  transactions : 

Gkkebil  Post  Office  Department, 

February  20,  1821. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, appointed  to  investigate  the  concerns 
of  the  General  Post  OJice  Department. 
GE^fTLEXEX  :  Agreeably  to  an  understanding  with 
the  committee  at  my  interview  on  Friday  last,  I  shall 
now  proceed  to  give  such  information  and  explanations, 
in  relation  to  the  several  points  proposed  by  the  com- 
mittee, as  I  trust  will  prove  entirely  satisfactory.  I 
was  gratified  to  learn,  explicitly,  from  the  committee, 
at  that  interview,  that  the  cases  exhibited  were  not 
regarded  as  charges  which  had  appeared  in  evidence 
against  the  Department,  or  on  which  any  testimony 
had  been  taken  ;  but  that  some  were  facts  drawn  from 
the  official  documents  that  required  an  explanation  to 
satisfy  the  committee  of  the  correctness  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Department,  and  that  others  were  rumors, 
in  relation  to  which  the  committee  desired  the  state- 
ment of  facts. 

Ist.  The  first  point  is,  "  that  the  public  money  has 
been  impro|)erly  expended  by  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, for  transporting  the  mail  from  Washington  to 
Fredericksburg,  in  the  years  1814,  1815,  and  1816." 

A  plain  and  simple  narrative  of  the  facts  in  relation 
to  that  case,  it  is  presumed,  will  fully  justify  the  course 


which  was  taken.  But,  before  entering  apon  the  sub- 
ject, it  may  not  be  improper  to  remind  the  committee, 
that  most  of  these  proceed iogs  were  anterior  to  my  of- 
ficial duties  as  Postmaster  General,  which  commenced 
in  April,  1814. 

It  appears  that  a  contract  was  made  by  my  prede- 
cessor, with  a  company  of  gentlemen,  in  October, 
1813,  to  transport  the  mail  between  Washington  and 
Fredericksburg,  for  the  years  1814.  1815,  and  1816, 
with  a  distinct  understanding  that  the  letter  mail  was 
to  be  carried  through  by  express,  on  horseback,  du- 
ring the  Winter,  while  the  roads  on  that  route  are  so 
bad  as  to  render  it  impossibli!  for  stages  to  move  with 
any  degree  of  rapidity  ;  and  that  the  mail  containing 
newspapers  and  pamphlets,  which  was  too  heavy  to 
be  carried  on  horseback,  should  be  subject  to  the  more 
tardy  movement  of  the  stages,  which  occupied  nearly 
two  days. 

It  appears  that,  in  November,  1813,  after  the  above 
contract  had  been  made,  but  before  the  performance 
under  it  commenced,  the  President  and  Secretaries  of 
departments  thought  it  advisable,  in  consequence  of 
the  general  anxiety  which  the  war  excited,  to  obtain 
the  earliest  possible  intelligence,  that  the  whole  mail, 
newspapers  as  well  as  letters,  should  be  carried  through 
by  the  express.  This  arrangement,  which  required 
much  more  than  double  the  expense  of  carrying  it 
agreeably  to  the  plan  at  first  contemplated,  entirely 
vitiated  the  original  contract.  It  could  not  be  carried 
with  sufficient  rapidity  in  stages,  and  it  was  too  heavy 
to  be  carried  on  horseback.  It  became  necessary, 
therefore,  to  transport  it  in  curricles — an  expensive 
mode,  but  the  only  one  practicable.  After  several  un- 
successful attempts  to  have  it  satisfactorily  performed 
at  a  low  price  in  curricles,  the  department  appears  to 
have  employed  an  experienced  agent,  who  purchased 
horses  and  carriages,  and  carried  that  part  of  it  be- 
tween Alexandria  and  Dumfries,  on  account  of  the 
department ;  that  being  the  worst  part  of  the  road,  and 
on  which  no  contractor  would  perform.  An  extra 
price  was  given  to  those  who  carried  it  on  the  other 
parts  of  the  route,  in  consequence  of  the  extra  ex- 
pense. 

In  this  situation  I  found  it  when  I  came  into  the 
department  in  April,  1814.  It  remained  thus  until 
the  commencement  of  1815,  when,  finding  it  trouble- 
some and  exi)en8ive  to  transport  the  mail  through  an 
agent  of  the  department,  the  property  employed  on 
the  route  was  sold  at  a  fair  valuation  to  Colonel  Tay- 
loe,  and  a  new  contract  entered  into  with  him,  upon 
terms  considerably  lower  than  what  it  cost  the  de- 
partment while  transported  by  its  agent.  It  has  since 
been  advertised,  and  no  other  person  has  proposed  to 
carry  it  at  a  lower  rate  than  what  was  then  given. 

The  rumors  of  which  the  honorable  committee  have 
spoken,  were  propagated  in  1816,  by  certain  malcon- 
tents, who  were  then  clerks  in  this  office ;  when,  at 
my  own  request,  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives was  appointed  to  investigate  the  fiscal  con- 
cerns of  this  department.  That  committee,  one  of 
whom,  the  honorable  Timothy  Pickering,  had  been 
Postmaster  General,  and  was  perfectly  acquainted 
with  the  nature  of  all  the  operations  of  tbe  depart- 
ment, entered  fully  into  this  case ;  and  I  would  re- 
spectfully refer  the  honorable  committee  to  the  report 
then  made  on  this  point,  which  is  contained  in  the 
following  sentence : 

•'  The  facts  stated  in  this  charge,  viz  :  (*  that  a  con- 
tract for  carrying  the  mail  from  Washington  to  Fred- 
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ericksbarg,  had  betn  superseded  by  order  of  the  Po«t- 
mMter  General,  before  it  expired,  and  about  double 
the  amount  giren  for  the  same  uervice,')  are  admit- 
ted to  be  correct,  and  the  letter  of  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, (No.  19,)  contains  a  satisfactory  explanation  of 
the  reasons  for  altering  the  terms  of  the  contract ; 
whether  too  much  was  eventually  given  for  the  ser- 
▼iee,  under  the  changes  required  by  the  Postmaster 
General,  is  a  subject  not  in  the  power  of  the  commit- 
tee to  decide ;  nor  would  they  be  justified  in  presum- 
ing any  misconduct  in  a  transaction  which  appears  to 
have  been  60  fairly  conducted." 

2d.  The  second  point  is,  "  that  duplicates  of  all 
contracts  made  by  the  department,  and  proposals  re- 
specting them,  have  not  been  lodged  with  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury." 

To  this  I  reply,  that,  since  my  time,  they  have  al- 
ways been  regularly  lodged  in  the  office  of  the  Comp- 
troller, before  the  accounts  and  payments  relating  to 
them  have  come  before  him  for  examination,  so  that 
the  spirit  and  design  of  the  law  have  been  strictly 
complied  with.     The  letter  of  the  law  enjoins  what  is 
found    impracticable,    on    account   of  circumstances 
which  the  committee  will  readily  perceive.     The  num- 
ber of  contracts  made  at  one  time  is  usually  between 
three  and  four  hundred  ;  many  of  which  are  with  per- 
sons at  extreme  parts  of  the  Union.     These  contracts 
are  prepared  at  the  department,  and  sent  to  them  to 
be  executed ;  and  it  often  happens,  from  some  mis- 
conception on  the  part  of  the  contractor,  or  some  ex- 
planation desired  by  him,  or,  sometimes,  from  his  de- 
clining to  comply  with  the  conditions,  that  several 
communications  pass  between  him  and  the  department 
before  he  returns    the  contract,  which  prolongs    the 
time  considerably  beyond  the   period  specified  in  the 
law  for  lodging  them  with  the  Comptroller.     They 
might,  indeed,  be  sent  to  him,  one  by  one,  as  they  are 
received,  but  that  would  not  be  a  literal  compliance 
with  the  law ;  and  the  depositing  them  together,  filed 
alphabetically,  is  found  much  more  convenient  to  the 
department,  while  it  furnishes  superior  facilities  to  the 
Comptroller,  for  reference.    This  subject  was  regarded 
of  so  little  importance  by  my  predecessor,  that,  during 
the  thirteen  years  of  his  administration,  he  made  but 
two  lodgments  of  the  duplicate  contracts  and  propo- 
sals in  the  office  of  the  Comptroller.     All  that  were 
omitted  by  him,  I  have  sent  there,  and  all  that  have 
since  been  made,  up  to  1818.    The  remainder  require 
only  the  formality  of  removing  from  one  building  to 
another,  which  will  be  done,  as  all  others  have  been, 
before  the  account*  growing  out  of  them  shall  come 
before  the  Comptroller. 

3d.  The  third  point  is,  "  that  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral has  not  rendered,  once  in  three  monihs,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  quarterly  account  of  all 
receipts  and  expenditures." 

To  this  I  reply,  that  the  law  which  requires  the 
Postmaster  General  to  render  his  accounts  once  in 
three  months,  has  ever  be«n  understood  simply  to  re- 
quire these  accounts  to  be  presented  in  regular  peri- 
ods of  three  months  each,  agreeably  to  the  common 
rule  of  the  Treasury  transactions,  and  not  that  they 
shall  be  rendered  at  the  close  of  each  quarter,  for  the 
three  months  immediately  preceding,  for  this  would 
be  requiring  an  impossibility.  There  are  4,669  post 
offices  in  the  United  States,  the  accounts  from  which, 
after  the  close  of  a  quarter,  are  all  to  be  forwarded  to 
the  General  PmC  Office.  When  received  here,  tbey 
are  examined   aad    registered  in  quarterly  accounts 


current,  from  which  they  are  posted  into  legera.  After 
this,  these  accounts  current  are  copied  in  the  proper 
form  for  the  Treasury.  Besides  tbeae,  there  are  up- 
wards of  a  thousand  mail  routes,  on  which  the  mails 
are  transported,  at  the  average  rate  of  87,559  milea  a 
day,  during  every  season  of  the  year.  The  payments 
made  to  the  contractors  after  the  close  of  a  quarter,  bj 
remittances  to  every  part  of  the  Union;  the  obtaining 
receipts  for  these  payments,  to  accompany  the  accounts 
to  the  Treasury,  as  vouchers,  necessarily  occupy  a 
considerable  length  of  time.  As  only  one  person  at 
a  time  can  be  employed  upon  the  same  book,  and  as 
the  labor  of  preparing  the  accounts,  first  for  the  De- 
partment, and  then  for  the  Treasury,  must  be  per- 
formed after  the  necessary  documents  have  come  to 
hand  ;  it  must  be  obvious  that  they  cannot  be  rendered 
at  the  Treasury  till  lon^  after  the  expiration  of  the 
term  to  which  they  relate.  It  appears,  from  the  docu- 
ments of  the  office,  that  none  of  my  predecessors,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  Government,  ever  rendered 
their  accounts  sooner  after  the  transaction  occurred, 
than  I  have  done,  though  the  extension  of  the  Depart- 
ment has  increased  in  a  tenfold  ratio.  In  addition  to 
the  above,  it  may  be  proper  to  inform  the  Committee 
that  this  part  of  the  business  was  far  in  arrears  at  the 
commencement  of  my  official  duties.  When  I  came 
into  the  Department,  in  April,  1814,  the  accounts  had 
been  rendered  to  the  'J'reasury  only  to  the  30th  June, 
1809,  being  nearly  five  years  l>ehind.  By  unceasing 
and  laborious  exertions,  all  those  arrearages  have  been 
brought  up,  and  the  whole  accounts  have  been  ren- 
dered to  the  Treasury,  up  to  the  l^t  July,  1819,  mak- 
ing a  period  often  years,  prepared  and  rendered  since 
April,  1814.  Others  are  in  a  state  of  forwardness, 
and  will  be  rendered  long  before  those  which  are  al- 
ready in  the  Treasury  Department  can  be  gone 
through  and  adjusted  there. 

4th.  The  fourth  point  is,  "  the  Postmaster  General 
has  not  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
the  balance  due  from  him." 

From  conversation  with  the  committee  I  learned  that 
this  conclusion  was  drawn  from  the  balance  which  ap« 
pears  against  this  Department,  on  the  books  of  the 
Treasury.  That  balance  exhibits  not  the  amount  of 
moneys  collected  by  the  department,  but  it  embraces 
all  balances  due  to  the  department  from  postmasters. 
The  General  Post  Office  Department  is  held  account- 
able to  the  Treasury  Department  for  the  whole  amount 
of  postages  throughout  the  United  States  ;  and  almost 
the  whole  of  the  Auditor's  balance  remains  due  to  this 
office,  as  will  appear  from  the  list  furnished  the  House 
on  the  23d  of  January,  and  for  an  explanation  of 
which  I  would  refer  the  committee  to  my  tetter  ac- 
companying the  same.  The  balances  have  been 
promptly  paid  over  as  they  have  been  collected,  rescrv- 
ibg  only  a  sufficiency  to  meet  such  current  expensM 
and  contingencies  as  are  daily  arising ;  a  practice 
sanctioned  by  the  example  of  all  my  predecessors,  and 
demonstrated  by  experience  to  be  necessary  to  the 
successful  operations  of  the  department.  I  find  that 
the  whole  amount  paid  over  to  the  Treasury  by  this 
department,  from  the  organization  of  the  Government, 
in  March,  1789,  to  March.  1814,  a  period  of  twenty- 
five  years,  is  •$702,.')88  40,  making  an  average  of 
?28,095  53  a  year.  Since  I  cime  into  the  depart- 
ment, from  March,  1814,  to  March,  1820,  a  period  of 
six  years,  the  different  payments  to  the  Treasury 
amount  to  $379,411  76,  making  an  average  of  $63,- 
235  29  a   year,  more  than  double  the  average  for  the 
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former  period.  Bat,  owing  to  the  increased  length  of 
the  mail  routes,  principally  through  new  and  \ery 
thinly  populated  regions  of  the  country,  added  to  the 
general  pressure  which  is  felt,  it  is  very  doubtful  whe- 
ther it  will  be  possible,  for  a  considerable  time,  in  fu- 
ture, to  collect  more  than  will  be  required  to  pay  for 
the  transportation  of  the  mails,  or  even  sufficient  for 
that  purpose. 

6th.  The  fifth  point  is,   «'That  he  had  loaned  the 
public  money  to  John  G.  Jackson  and  Benjamin  Tall- 

aaadge."  ^  ,         j 

At  my  interview  with  the  committee,  they  informed 
me  that  no  evidence  of  these  transactions  was  before 
them,  but  rumor  had  repeated  the  circumstance,  and  a 
statement   of  facts  was   desired   in    relation    thereto. 
This    rumor    appears  to  be    a  re-echo  of  what  was 
brought  before  the  committee   of  1816,  which  com- 
mittee had  this  subject  before  them ;  and  after  a  thor- 
ough investigation  of  the  facts,  embraced  it  in  the 
third  article  of  their  report,   to   which  I   would  also 
respectfully   refer   the  committee.     The   transactions 
were  anterior  to  my  time,  and  I  can  only  inform  the 
committee  of  what  appears  to  have  been  their  nature, 
I  find  that,  as  early  as  1806,  those  gentlemen,  being 
members  of  Congress,  frequently  made  collections  for 
their  constituents,  principally  from  offices  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  that  it  was  common  for  them,  through 
the  AssisUnt   Postmaster  General,  to  remit  such  col- 
lections by   drafts   from   this  department,  in  lieu  of 
which  he  received  either  moneys  or  drafts  upon  places 
where  he   had  occasion  to   make  remittances  to  pay 
contractors ;  and  as,  in  some  instances,  the  drafts  thus 
exchanged  did  not  exactly  correspond  in  amount,  he 
kept  a  memorandum  of  the  difference ;  which,  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  more  regularly,  he  transferred  to 
the  books  of  the  office,  the  former  in  1809,  the  latter 
in  1812.     When  I  came  into  office.  I  found  these  ac- 
counts still  open,  and  that  the   balances   had    been 
always  very  inconsiderable,  sometimes  in  favor  of  the 
individuals,  and  sometimes  in  favor  of  the  department. 
One  of  the  accounts  was  finally  closed  in  1814,  the 
other  in  1816;  since  which  time  no  account  has  been 
kept  with  any   individuals  who   were  not  connected 
with  the  department.     It  was  suggested  also  by  the 
committee,  that  rumor  informed  them  these  exchanges 
were  made  at  a  time  when  a  depreciation  had  taken 
place  in  the  currency  which  was  received.    In  an- 
swer to  this,  I  will   assure   the  committee,  that  only 
one  payment  was  ever  made  to  General  Jackson  after 
the  banks  had  stopped  specie  payment,  and  that  was 
made  in  the  depreciated   notes  of  this   District ;  and 
that  only  one  payment  was  ever  made  to   Colonel 
Tallmadge  after  I  came  into  the  department,  and  that 
was  made  at  New  York,  when  all  the  banks  were  joy- 
ing specie,  and  (the  very  reverse  of  a  loan)  it  was  m 
payment  of  a  balance  which  was  found  due  to  him  to 
close  his  account. 


vertent  omission  of  the  date  and  duration  of  the  con- 
tract, a  circumsUnce  in  no  degree  surprising  amidst 
the  great  mass  of  business  to  be  performed  ;  and  an 
omission  in  no  degree  affecting  the  object  of  the  report 
In  all  other  respects  it  is  believed  both  the  letter  and 
the  spirit  of  the  law  have  been  strictly  adhered  to  in 
such  reports. 

7th.  The  seventh  point  is,  "  That  he  has  not  annii- 
ally  reported  to  Congress  the  contracts  made  by  his 
department." 

To  this  I  reply,  that  the  contracts  made  by  this  de- 
partment have  always  been  reported  annually  to  Con- 
gress, except  one  instance,  in  which,  owing  to  an  ac- 
cidental omission  of  one  of  the  clerks,  the  report  was 
not  made  at  the  time  required,  but  the  omission  was 
subsequently  discovered,  and  the  report  sent  to  the 
House. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  points,  the  committee 
asked  an  explanation  of  a  difference  which  appears 
between  the  Fifth  Auditor's  statement  of  the  post 
office  accounts,  and  the  account  of  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements furnished  by  this  department. 

In  relation  to  this,  the  committee  will  observe,  that 
the  Auditor's  report  states  the  "  gross  amount  of 
postages"  in  the  United  States,  for  a  given  time.  From 


this  "  gros^  amount"  is  deducted  the  whole  amount  of 


6th.  The  sixth  point  is,  "  That  in  his  report  to  Con- 
gress of  contracts  made  by  his  department,  he  has  not 
reported  them  conformably  with  law." 

On  this  point  I  will  only  remark  that,  as  the  object 
of  the  last  section  of  the  law  referred  to,  appeared  to 
be  to  show  to  Congress  whether  any  of  the  members 
of  either  House  were  contractors ;  in  making  the  re- 
porU  which  is  required,  this  point  was  principally  kept 
in  view  ;  and,  as  all  contracU  entered  into  by  this  de- 
partment have  been  publicly  advertised,  with  their 
dates  and  duration,  in  preparing  the  statements  re- 
quired by  the  law,  there  appears  to  have  been  an  inad- 


postmasters'  commissions,  and  contingent  expenses  of 
their  respective  offices.  The  remainder  constitutes  the 
amount  of  balances  arising  in  favor  of  the  department 
for  that  time.  The  report  furnished  from  this  office 
exhibits,  not  the  amount  of  postages,  but  the  amount 
of  payments  actually  made  by  postmasters  and  received 
by  the  department.  The  difference,  therefore,  must 
always  be  considerable ;  and  if  it  should  so  happen, 
that  the  whole  amount  of  balances  arising  in  favor  of 
the  department  within  a  given  time,  should  be  paid 
over  to  this  office  within  that  time,  yet,  the  difference 
between  the  gross  amount  of  postages  and  the  actual 
receipU  by  the  department,  would  be  equal  to  the 
whole  amount  of  postmasters'  commissions  and  con- 
tingent expenses  of  their  offices. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  respect,  your  obedient 
servant,  ^'  J*  M£IGS,  Jr. 

Prefixed  to  this  letter,  was  the  following  note, 
by  the  committee : 

To  one  remark,  contained  in  the  first  paragraph  of 
this  defence,  the  committee  would  advert.  It  is  that 
in  which  it  is  observed,  that  he  "  was  gratified  to 
learn,  explicitly,  from  the  committee,  at  that  interview, 
that  the  cases  exhibited  were  not  regarded  as  charges 
which  had  appeared  in  evidence  against  the  depart- 
ment, or  on  which  any  testimony  had  been  taken," 
&.C.     This  remark  is  not  correct. 

Febbuabi  24,  1821. 

Mr.  Baldwin  moved  that  the  House  resolve  it- 
self into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
concerning  sales  at  auction ;  but  the  motion  was 
negatived — ayes  53,  noes  62. 


SYSTEM  OF  BANKRUPTCY. 

Mr.  Sergeant  moved  that  the  House  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to 
establish  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy;  on 
which  motion  Mr.  Edwards,  of  North  Carolina, 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  was  accordingly  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays,  and  decided  in  theamrmative — ayes  78, 
noes  58 ;  and  the  bill  was  taken  up. 
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Mr.  Edwards,  oi  North  Carolina,  then  moved 
to  commit  the  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole ; 
which  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Sergeant,  as 
a  course  that  would  be  fatal  to  the  bill,  from  the 
delay  it  would  produce,  and  was  also  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Hardin  advocated  the  motion  to  commit, 
being  friendly  to  the  principle  of  the  system,  but 
wanted  to  examine  its  details. 

Mr.  Clay  said  to  commit  the  bill  would  place 
it  at  the  foot  of  the  docket  of  business,  and  that 
course  would  be  tantamount  to  a  rejection  of  the 


bill.  If  gentlemen  were  sincere  in  a  desire  to  ex- 
amine it  in  Committee,  he  would  propose  a  com- 
promise, and  that  was  to  agree  by  general  consent 
to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
forthwith  ;  and  added  some  remarks  on  the  impe- 
rious necessity  which  existed  for  taking  up  the 
subject  and  deciding  on  it  at  the  present  session, 
as  well  as  on  the  circumstances  of  the  country 
which  required  its  passage. 

Mr.  Cobb  declared  himself  heartily  sick  of  all 
compromises,  and  spoke  to  show  the  necessity  of 
acting  on  this  subject  with  due  deliberation.  He 
was  in  favor  of  commitment,  and  could  not  take 
the  system  on  the  simple  prescription  of  Mr.  Ser- 
geant, or  consent  to  act  on  the  faith  of  any  gen- 
tleman in  the  perfection  of  the  details  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  CuLPEPER  made  a  few  remarks  in  favor  of 
the  course  proposed  by  Mr.  Clay. 

Mr.  Sergeant  referred  to  the  great  length  of 
time  this  subject  had  been  before  Congress ;  the 
frequency  with  which  it  had  been  discussed  at 
former  sessions,  and  the  necessary  general  under- 
standing which  must  exist  of  it.  It  had  been 
printed  at  an  early  period  of  this  session,  as  well 
as  the  last,  and  had  been  long  before  the  members ; 
it  had  been  matured  with  great  care  and  labor  in 
the  Senate,  and  he  did  not  think  it  would  require 
so  much  time  to  act  on  it  as  was  apprehended.        I 

Mr.  Stevens,  of  Connecticut,  said  the  House  I 
was  called  on  to  work  by  faith ;  and  he  would  as  ' 
soon  act  by  faith  as  works,  if  those  works  were  | 
not  their  own.  The  Senate  had  matured  the  bill  I 
to  their  liking,  but  it  was  proper  the  House  should  ' 
examine  it  for  itself;  for  which  there  was  not  time,  ! 
he  argued,  compatible  with  a  due  regard  to  other 
indispensable  subjects.  } 

The  question  being  taken  on  committing  the  I 
bill,  it  was  negatived — ayes  49,  noes  63. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  avowed  his  hostility  | 
to  the  bill ;  and  to  ascertain  whether  there  was  a  I 
majority  in  favor  of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  with- 
out which  it  would  be  extremely  impolitic  to  con- 
sume the  precious  time  of  the  session  in  discuss-  I 
ing  Its  details,  moved,  for  the  purpose  of  trying 
the  question  and  saving  time,  to  postpone  the  bill 
indefinitely. 

On  this  motion  a  debate  commenced  on  the 
merits  of  the  bill,  as  well  as  on  the  expediency  of 
now  acting  on  it.  The  debate  had  continued 
some  time,  and  several  gentlemen  yet  indicating 
a  wish  to  speak — 

Mr.  McLean  withdrew  his  motion ;  his  object 
having  been,  in  making  it,  merely  to  save  time. 

Mr.  Rhea  renewed  the  motion  to  postpone  the 
bill  indefinitely. 


Messrs.  Wood,  Robertson,  Tomlinson,  Ser- 
geant, and  Little,  submitted  briefly  their  reasons 
for  being  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  for  advocating 
its  consideration  and  decision. 

Messrs.  Cannon,  Rhea,  Tucker,  of  Virginia, 
and  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  offered  their 
reasons  against  taking  up  the  bill ;  for  which  they 
contended  there  was  not  time  enough  left,  without 
neglecting  every  other  subject,  of  which  there 
were  several  of  more  consequence  to  the  country. 
Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  offered  also  some  re- 
marks against  the  bill  itself. 

Messrs.  Meigs  and  Brush  submitted  some  ar- 
guments in  favor  of  the  bill,  of  its  importance,  and 
of  proceeding  to  act  on  it. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  said  he  thought  this  course 
would  be  to  refuse  to  the  petitioners,  for  some 
measure  of  the  kind,  who  were  both  creditors  and 
debtors,  a  just  hearing  of  their  complaints;  he 
pointed  out  the  general  objects  of  the  creditors  and 
debtors  who  had  petitioned  for  the  measure,  thcx 
importance  of  the  subject,  and  the  consideration 
which  was  due  to  it,  and  said  that,  although  he 
should  vote  against  the  indefinite  postponement, 
he  should  nevertheless  vote  against  <he  bill  in  its 
present  §hape,  and  probably  in  any  shape  it  might 
assume ;  but  it  was  due,  upon  that,  as  well  as  upon 
all  important  occasions,  particularly  where  the 
people  had  petitioned,  that  the  friends  of  a  mea- 
sure should  have  a  full  and  fair  opportunity  of 
making  it  as  perfect  as  possible,  and  of  then  pre- 
senting the  merits  for  consideration.  Such  a 
course,  he  said,  was  the  liberal  and  proper  one, 
and  best  calculated  to  effect  a  just  and  satisfactory 
result,  &c. 

Messrs.  Cobb  and  Cannon  maintained  the  other 
I  side  of  the  question,  and  were  averse  to  consum- 
j  in^  the  time  of  the  session  in  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  bill. 

I  Mr.  Clay  advocated  the  bill  very  earnestly,  in 
I  a  speech  of  some  length. 

I  Mr.  Stevens  reiterated  and  enforced  anew  the 
j  opinions  he  had  expressed  against  the  considera- 
I  tion  of  the  bill. 

Messrs.  Storrs  and  Warfield  supported  the 
justice  and  policy  of  the  measure,  and  the  im- 
I  perative  necessity  of  acting  on  it  at  the  present 
I  session. 

Mr.  Trlmble,  of  Kentucky,  offered  briefly  his 
reasons  for  being  opposed  in  principle  to  a  system 
of  bankruptcy. 

Mr.  Sergeant  replied  at  some  length,  to  obviate 
the  objections  which  Mr.  Tri.mble  and  others  had 
adduced  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  spoke  with  great  earn- 
estness in  favor  of  the  indefinite  postponement 
of  the  bill,  on  the  ground  of  its  demerits. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  then  moved  to  adjourn. 
The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Cobb  then  delivered  the  reasons  why  he 
was  most  decidedly  opposed  to  the  passage  of  the 
bill  in  any  shape. 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  to  ad- 
journ— negatived,  60  to  54. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table ;  which  motion  was  negatived. 
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Mr.  Ball  then   moved   to  adjourn;  and  the 

?|uestion  thereon  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
oUows:  For  adjournment  59,  against  it  77. 

So  the  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Clay  made  a  few  remarks  in  favor  of  de- 
ciding to-night  the  question  of  indefinite  postpone- 
ment, and  then  adjourning  to  discuss  the  subject 
in  detail  on  the  morrow. 

Mr.  Rhea  next  spoke  against  the  bill;  and 
concluded  by  moving  to  adjourn. — Negatived,  71 
to  48. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  then  addressed  the 
House  at  some  length  in  favor  of  indefinite  post- 
ponement. 

Some  rather  confused  proceedings  then  took 
place ;  when 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  lay  the  bill 
on  the  table,  and  required  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
the  motion  ;  but  a  sufficient  number  did  not  rise 
to  second  the  call. 

The  House  then  divided  on  the  motion  ;  when 
there  were,  for  laying  the  bill  on  the  table,  55; 
against  it,  73. 

So  the  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Bryan  then  moved  to 'adjourn,  and  re- 
quired the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  ;  and  the 
question  on  adjournment  was  dAided  by  yeas  and 
nays  as  follows :  For  the  adjournment,  62 ;  against 
It,  73. 

So  the  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Hooks  then  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  and  required  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Virginia,  invited  those  who, 
with  him,  were  opposed  to  the  bill,  to  withdraw 
their  opposition  to  taking  the  question  of  indefi- 
nite postponement,  in  order  to  oppose  the  bill  di- 
rectly, on  the  morrow,  when,  if  gentlemen  desired 
it,  the  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  could 
be  renewed. 

Mr.  Hooks  declined  withdrawing  the  motion, 
and  the  question  on  laying  the  bill  on  the  table 
was  decided  in  the  negative,  70  votes  to  51. 

Mr.  CuLPEPER  entered  his  protest  against  the 
precipitation  with  which  the  main  question  was 
urged  on  the  House,  as  being  contrary  to  usage 
and  unparliamentary. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  bill,  and  decided  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennes- 
see, Archer  of  Virginia,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Blackledge, 
Bryan,  BufTum,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Clagett,  Cobb, 
Cocke,  Crawford,  Culbretb,  Culpeper,  Davidson,  Ed- 
wards of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Garnett,  Gray,  Har- 
din, Hibshman,  Hooks,  Hostetter,  Jaclu>on,  Jones  of 
Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kinsey,  Lincoln,  Mc- 
Coy, McCreary,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Mor- 
ton, Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton, 
Parker,  of  Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Phelps,  Philson, 
Plumer,  Rankio,  Raid,  Rhea,  Richards,  Ringgold, 
Ross,  Stevens,  Swearingen,  Tucker  of  Va.,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Williams 
of  North  Carolina — 58. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Mass.,  Allen  of  N. 
Y.,Archerof.Md.,Beecher,Bloorafield,  Brevard,  Brush, 
Case,  Clark,  Clay,  Cook,  Crowell,  Cusbman,Cuthbert, 


Dane,  Darlington,  Deniaon,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Con- 
necticut, EdwardH  of  Pennsjlvania,  Eostia,  Fay,  Fol- 
ger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Gorham,  Gross  of  New 
York,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hemp- 
bill,  Herrick,  Hill,  Uobart,  Johnson,  Kendall,  Kent^ 
Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Little,  Livermore,  Maclay,  McCuI- 
lougb,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Meigs,  Mercer,  Monelly 
Montgomery,  8.  Moore,  Moaeley,  Nelson  of  Maisa- 
chusetts,  Pitcher,  Rich,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Russ,  Ser- 
geant, SiUbee,  Simkins,  Sloan,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tomlinson,  Up> 
ham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Warfield,  Whitman,  and 
Wood— 73. 

The  question  then  recurred  that  the  bill  be  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading.  When  the  House  ad- 
journed. , 


Thurshay,  March  1. 

Mr.  Hendricks,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred,  on  the  2d 
of  January  last,  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  Indiana,  made  a  report  thereon, 
accompanied  with  a  bill  authorizing  the  taxing  oi 
certain  lands  within  the  new  States;  which  dUI 
was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  to  Congress  cer- 
tain extracts,  and  a  copy  of  letters  received  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  from  the  Marshal  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  eastern  district  of  Virginia,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  execution  of  the  act  of  the  14th  of 
March,  1820,  to  provide  for  takiiig  the  fourth  cen- 
sus ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Conmiittee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways^and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  John  Grooding 
and  James  Williams,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  to-day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  the 
Committee  of  Accounts  were  authorized  and  di- 
rected to  make  the  same  allowance  for  extra  ser- 
vices to  each  person  serving  this  House,  as  was 
granted  at  the  end  of  the  last  session ;  and  that 
there  be  allowed  to  the  two  assistant  messengers, 
David  Pancoast  and  Charles  Cooper,  the  sum  of 
fifty  dollars  each,  for  extra  services. 

Mr.  Little  submitted  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  till  to-morrow: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House,  at  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  a  system  of  revenue  that  shall  meet 
all  the  expenses  of  Government  without  the  aid  of 
loans,  and  suggest  such  reductions,  which,  in  his 
opinion,  are  least  prejudicial  to  the  public  interest,  as 
will  bring  the  expenditures  within  the  actual  r^ipts 
of  the  Treasury. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  and  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  made 
during  the  present  session  on  the  petition  of  John 
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Good  ;  and  the  said  reports  being  read,  it  was  or- 
dered that  the  petition  of  John  Good  be  referred 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  thereon  to  this  House  at  the  next 
session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Rich,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "for 
passing  to  the  credit  of  Nathaniel  Allen  certain 
moneys  bv  him  disbursed  in  the  public  service,'' 
reported  the  same  without  amendment,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time,  and  was  accord- 
ingly read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  R.  also,  in  the  same  manner,  rejwrted  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  L.  B.  McCarty,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Southard,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Senate's  bill 
for  contmuing  in  force  the  act  establishing  trading 
houses  with  the  Indian  tribes,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment ;  and,  after  some  considera- 
tion, the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Mr.  S.  also  reported,  without  amendment,  the 
bill  for  appointing  certain  Indian  agents  ;  and  the 
bill  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  "Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Smyth,  the  Military  Com- 
mittee was  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  various  subjects  on  which  it  had  not 
reported. 

Mr.  BcTLEB,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  had  been  re- 
ferred the  bill  from  the  Senate  confirming  the  title 
of  the  Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge  to  a  tract  of 
thirty  square  leagues  of  land  in  Louisiana,  report- 
ed the  same  without  amendment ;  and  the  bill 
was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House.  (We  are  requested  to  state  that  this  bill 
was  examined  deliberatelv  in  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  and  that  the  committee  was 
unanimous  as  many  as  were  present,  in  favor  of 
the  hiW.—EdUors  N.  l] 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  to  print  three  thousand  addi- 
tional copies  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  on  the  Finances.  It  was  short, 
he  said,  and  the  nation  ought  to  have  all  the  in- 
fornaation  they  could  have  on  the  subject.  This 
motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Foot,  on  the  ground 
that  It  would  be  an  unnecessary  expenditure,  and 
It  was  negatived. 

Mr.  L1VER.M0RE,  for  the  reason  that  the  report 
ot  the  Secretary  of  State  on  Weights  and  Mea- 
sures, Ac.  was  highly  interesting,  and  would  be  a 
Taluable  addition  to  the  stock  of  science  of  the 
country,  moved  that  five  hundred  additional  copies 
thereof  be  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  this 
House.     The  motion  was  agreed  to — 69  to  30. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  the  House 
entitled  "An  act  further  to  regulate  the  entry  of 
merchandise  imported  into  the  United  States  from 
any  adjacent  territory;  with  amendments.  And 
they  have  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles  viz  • 
An  act  to  extend  the  time  for  unlading  vessels 
arriving  from  foreign  ports  in  certain  cas« ;"  "An 
»ct  to  authorize  the  reconveyance  of  a  tract  of 
and  to  the  city  of  New  York  ;"  "An  act  to  estab- 
lish a  new  land  office  in  the  State  of  Mississippi 


and  for  the  better  regulation  of  certain  land  dis- 
tricts in  the  States  ot  Alabama  and  Mississippi  •" 
and  "An  act  to  extend  the  terra  of  Samuel  Parker's 
patents  for  his  improvement  in  currying  and  finish- 
ing leather  of  all  kinds ;"  in  which  amendments 
and  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  further  to  regulate  the  entn' 
ot  merchandise  imported  into  the  United  States 
from  any  adjacent  territory,"'  were  read  and  con- 
curred in  by  the  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
extend  the  time  for  unlading  vessels  arriving  from 
foreign  ports,  in  certain  cases,-'  was  read  twige 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-day.  It 
was  accordingly  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  to  sell  and 
convey  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  Northumberland 
county,  in  the  State  of  Virginia  ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  statement  of  the  number  and  tonnage  of  British 
and  American  vessels  cleared  from  ports  of  the 
United  States  for  Bermuda,  the  Bahamas,  and  the 
British  West  India  Islands,  during  the  years  1816 
1817,  1818,  1819,  and  1820,  rendered  in  obedience 
to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  20th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1820;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  reconveyance  of  a  tract  of  land  in 
the  city  of  New  York,"  was  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
establish  a  new  land  office  in  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi, and  lor  the  better  regulation  of  certain  land 
districts  in  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi  " 
was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table!  ' 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
extend  the  term  of  Samuel  Parker's  patents  for  his 
improv-emeni  in  currying  and  finishing  leather  of 
all  kinds,  was  also  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  this  House  of 
the  iollowing  titles,  to  wit:  "An  act  to  release 
l«rench  ships  and  vessels  entering  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  prior  to  the  30th  September,  1820, 
Irora  the  operation  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to 
impose  a  new  tonnage  duty  on  ships  and  vessels, 
and  lor  other  purposes ;"  and  "An  act  making 
appropriations  lor  the  support  of  Government  for 
the  year  18;il ;"  with  an  amendment  to  each. 
1  hey  have  also  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles 
to  wit :  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  White- 

1^  .  K  °'^"'  '''  ""^^  ^^^  ^o  ^"^^"ti  iliefiiCi,  enti- 
tled An  act  to  provide  for  taking  the  fourth  census 
or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
otates,  and  for  other  purposes  ;"  and  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
^^kf  P^^^^'o^  of  East  and  West  Florida,  and  es- 
tablish a  temporary  government  therein ;"  in  which 
amendments  and  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 
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YELLOW  STONE  EXPEDITION. 
Mr.  Cocke,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  an  inquiry  into  the  nature  of  the  contracts 
of  Colonel  James  Johnson  for  transportation  of 
supplies,  dec.,  up  the  Missouri,  and  especially 
into  the  merits  ot  the  arbitration  of  his  accounts 
with  the  Government,  made  a  report  thereon,  be- 
ing a  particular  examination  of  the  subject,  and 
expre:<sing  opinions  rather  against  the  allowances 
made.     The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  a  contract  was  entered  into  on  the  2d  of  De- 
cember, 1818,  between  the  United  States  and  Colonel 
Jamet  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  by  which  Colonel  John- 
son stipulated  to  furnish  two  steamboats,  calculated  to 
navigate  the  Mississippi  and  its  waters,  and  place  them 
subject  to  the  orders  of  Government,  by  the  first  of 
March,  1819  ;  and  further  agreed,  in  case  he  should 
be  required,  that  he  would,  in  a  reasonable  time,  fur- 
nish one  other  or  more  steamboats,  all  of  which  were 
designed  for  the  transportation  of  provisions,  ordnance, 
and  other  military  stores,  to  an  expedition  destined  for 
the  .Mandan  villages,  or  the  Yellow  Stone  river  ;  to  this 
agreement  the  committee  invite  the  attention  of  the 
House.  It  appears,  by  said  agreement,  that  the  rate 
of  transportation  was  not  definitively  settled  and  as- 
certained, but,  in  case  of  disagreement  as  to  the  rate 
of  compensation,  it  was  to  be  fixed  and  determined  by 
arbitrators  indifferently  chosen  ;  a  disagreement,  as 
might  have  been  expected,  did  arise,  and  referees  were 
chosen.  From  the  evidence  submitted  to  them,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  two  steamboats  were  not  placed  subject 
to  the  orders  of  Government  until  some  lime  in  May 
following,  and  that  on  the  arrival  of  the  first  b)at  at 
Belle  Fontaine,  the  place  from  which  the  expedition 
was  to  have  sailed,  the  Bank  of  St.  Louis  sued  out  an 
attachment  against  the  property  of  Colonel  Johnson, 
and  deUvered  the  writ  to  the  proper  officer  to  execute. 
It  ap|>ears  that  he  was  not  only  inclined  to  prevent, 
but  determined  to  resist  with  force,  and  called  on  the 
commanding  officer  at  that  station  for  a  corporal's 
guard  and  arms,  to  enable  him  to  oppose  its  execution 
with  success ;  this,  the  committee  are  informed,  was 
promptly  refused.  Colonel  Johnson,  on  discovering 
this  determination,  came  to  anchor  on  the  east  side  of 
the  Mississippi,  within  the  State  of  lUinois.  The  com- 
mittee have  thought  proper  to  advert  to  those  facts,  be- 
lieving that  in  some  degree  they  contributed  to  the  de- 
lay of  the  expedition,  but  are  far  from  believing  this  the 
only  cause.  To  illustrate  more  fully  the  views  of  the 
committee,  and  to  enable  the  House  to  judge  how  far 
justice  has  been  done  the  Government,  they  think  it 
incumbent  on  them  to  state  that  Colonel  Johnson  was 
the  sole  contractor  to  this  expedition,  and  bound  to 
transport  the  mihtarj-  stores  and  ordnance  from  PitU- 
burg,  in  the  Slate  of  Pennsylvania,  to  Belie  Fontaine, 
on  the  Missouri,  and  also,  the  contractor  to  furnish  the 
necessary  provisions.  The  committee  discover,  from 
the  documents  referred  to  them,  that,  owing  to  the 
failure  on  the  part  of  Colonel  Johnson  to  dehver  the 
stores  and  munitions  of  war,  it  would  have  been  im- 
practicable for  the  expedition  to  have  moved  before  the 

of  June,  at  which   time  the  Jefferson  steamboat 

reached  Belle  Fontaine,  on  board  of  which  were  the 
stores  before  mentioned,  together  with  the  clothing  for 
the  soldiers  employed  on  the  Yellow  Stone  expedition. 
The  committee  think  it  due  to  Colonel  Johnson  to 
state  that  this  delay  was  occasioned  by  the  breaking  of 
the  piston  head  of  this  boat,  and  not  from  wanton  ne- 
glect.    It  i*,  however,  a  strong  reason,   in  the  opin- 


ion of  the  committee,  why  the  United  Stales  should 
not  pay  Colonel  Johnson  for  detention  of  his  boats, 
when  there  was  no  failure  on  their  part  It  appears 
that  a  sufficient  quantity  of  provisions  had  not  reached 
the  garrison  at  Belle  Fontaine,  even  on  the  arrival  of 
the  steamboat  Jefferson  ;  that  the  subsistence  for  this 
expedition  was  partly  on  board  another  of  Colonel 
Johnson's  boats,  called  the  Calhoun,  and  from  the 
feebleness  of  her  machinery  she  was  unable  to  resist 
the  current  of  the  Mississippi,  and  never  reached  the 
garrison  on  the  Missouri,  where  the  troops  were  to 
embark  ;  thus  creating  a  deficiency  of  provisions  which 
was  not  remedied  by  Colonel  Johnson  until  about  the 
28th  of  June,  and  not  until  Colonel  Atkinson,  the 
commanding  officer,  called  on  him  to  complete  the 
number  of  rations  required,  and  assured  him,  if  he 
did  not,  that  the  agent  of  the  United  States  would  be 
ordered  to  purchase,  and  he,  Colonel  Johnson,  charg- 
ed with  them.  For  a  more  minute  detail  on  this  part 
of  the  subject,  the  committee  refer  to  the  evidence 
submitted  to  the  arbitrators,  which  they  have  thought 
proper  to  lay  before  the  House,  together  with  the  ar- 
guments of  counsel,  on  the  investigation  before  the 
referees.  The  committee  will  be  content  with  a 
cursory  examination,  and  notice  only  a  few  prominent 
farts.  The  clause  in  the  argument  of  the  2d  of  De- 
cember, 1818,  and  on  which  the  claim  of  Colonel 
Johnson,  of  indemnity,  for  detention  of  his  boaU,  is 
founded,  provides  "  that  if,  in  the  arrangemens  and 
operations  of  Government,  the  said  steamboats  should 
be  detained  in  their  destination  from  the  want  of  con- 
centration of  the  articles  to  be  transported  or  other- 
wise, and  not  imputable  to  the  negligence  of  Colonel 
Johnson,  the  Quartermaster  General  obliged  himself, 
on  the  part  of  the  Government,  to  make  from  time  to 
time  advances,  which  are  reasonable,  on  account  of  his 
transportation."  The  advance  of  money,  by  this  pro- 
vision in  the  contract,  the  committee  believe,  was  es- 
teemed by  Colonel  Johnson  not  only  convenient,  but 
of  great  importance,  and  a  sufficient  indemnity  for  all 
expenses  incident  to  the  detention  ;  to  justify  this 
opinion  they  refer  to  an  obligation  executed  by  Colo- 
nel Johnson,  of  equal  date  with  the  agreement,  of 
which  the  above  is  an  extract.  This  obligation  ex- 
presses the  intention  and  views  of  the  parties,  and  re- 
cites the  previous  agreement ;  an  extract  of  which  is 
submitted.  "And  whereas,  by  the  terms  of  the  said 
contract  or  agreement,  the  said  Thomas  S.  Jesup  hath 
engaged  to  make  advances  of  money  from  time  to  lime 
to  the  said  James  Johnson,  on  account  o(  transporta- 
tion, &c..  Now,  therefore,  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  the  several  conditions  and  obligations  contained  in 
the  said  contract  or  agreement,  on  the  part  of  the  said 
James  Johnson,  and  for  the  repayment  and  final  ad- 
justment of  all  and  singular  such  advances  as  may  be 
made  to  him  by  virtue  of  this  contract,"  &,c.  From 
this  it  is  evident  that  neither  party  contemplated  more 
than  a  liberal  advance  of  money,  if  perchance  there 
should  be  any  detention  of  the  expedition  ;  and  it 
would  have  been  proper  in  Colonel  Johnson  to  require 
advances,  in  proportion  to  the  time,  but  they  cannot 
believe  his  claim  is  just  as  exhibited;  if  in  this,  how- 
ever, they  are  mistaken,  they  must  say,  no  operations 
of  the  Government  caused  the  detention  of  Colonel 
Johnson's  boats,  while  up  the  .Missouri,  and  for  which 
pretended  claim  the  sum  of  ^41,275  13  cents  was 
awarded  him.  They  find,  from  the  evidence  sub- 
mitted to  the  referees,  that  the  boats  were  detained 
solely  in  consequence  of  their  inabiUty  to  complete 
their  voyage.     "The  Jefferson  was  too  feeble  in  ma- 
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chinery  to  stem  the  current,  bat  for  a  short  distance, 
when  she  was  compelled  to  halt,  and  her  cargo  was 
chiefly  transported  by  the  boats  of  the  United  States. 
The  Expedition  and  Johnson  steamboats  also  failed, 
and  that  neither  reached  the  Council  Bluffs  that 
season. 

The  committee  are  unable  to  discover  even  an  apo- 
logy for  this  allowance  of  $41,275  13,  and  are  satis- 
fied no  principle  of  justice  will  sanction  it ;  they  can- 
not admit  for  a  moment  the  idea,  that  when  an  acci- 
dent happens  to  Colonel  Johnson's  boaU,  and  over 
which  the  Government  had  no  control,  it  is  proper  to 
make   the    United    States   responsible  for   detention, 
whilst  the  delay  is  indispensable  to  repair  damages. 
The  committee  can  perceive   no   rule  of  equity  that 
will  support  this  award  ;  every  award  must  be  reason- 
able, and  it  is  contrary  to  the  duty  of  an  arbitrator  to 
do  any  thing  that  would  be   unjust  between  the  par- 
ties.    They  also  award  Colonel  Johnson  the  further 
sum  of  $5,875  39,  including,   they  say,  nothing  but 
the  actual  expenses,  wear  and  tear,  and  loss  of  time, 
throwing  out  all  allowance  for  risk,  which  they  sup- 
posed compensated  in  the  freight  for  the  detention  of 
two  boats  before  the  expedition  moved  from  Belle  Fon- 
taine, and  for  the  detention  of  three  of  Colonel  John- 
son's boats,  after  they  were  damaged,  unladened,  and 
unable  to  proceed  further;  they  say,  after  making  due 
allowance  for  the  actual  expenses,   the  loss  of  time 
and  employment,  the  wear  and  tear,  and   the  risk  of 
wintering  in  so  exposed  4^ situation,  they   award  the 
further  sum  of  $41,275  13;  thus  the  United  Sutes 
has  paid  Colonel  Johnson  $i7,249  51,  for  the  deten- 
tion of  his  boats,  under  the  notion  that,  in  the  opera- 
tions and  arrangements  of  Government,  the  articles  to 
be  transported  were  not  concentrated.     The  commit- 
tee feel  It  their  duty  to  state,  that  it  appears,  for  the 
transportation  actually  furnished  by  Government,  there 
has  been  paid  Colonel  Johnson,  in  obedience  to  the 
award,  the  sum  of  $14,969  28,  for  the  transportation 
of  articles  not  conveyed   by  him,    or  at  his  expense; 
and  also  the  sum  of  $13,700  for  the  passage  of  troops 
m  his  boats  to  the  Council  Bluflfe,  when,  in  fact,  the 
said  boats  never  reached  there,  and  were  compelled  to 
halt  as  before  stated ;  the  payment  of  those  sums,  un- 
der all  the  circumstances,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, cannot  be  sanctioned,  and  are  not  supportable, 
consistent  with  equity  and  justice.     They   feel  con- 
strained to  remark,  that  the  charge  for  detention  of 
those  boats  up  the   Missouri,  and  for  which  there  is 
awarded  the  sum  of  $41,275  13,  did  not  make  an  item 
in  the  account  of  Colonel  Johnson,  when  first  exhibi- 
ted, and  must  have  been  conceived  after  Congress  re- 
fused an  appropriation  further  to  prosecute  the  expe- 
dition up  the  Missouri.     The  committee  have  atten- 
Uvely  examined  the  account  of  Colonel   Johnson  as 
regards  the  claim  for  transportation  of  military  stores 
and  provisions ;  by  his  contract  of  the  2d  of  Decem- 
ber, 1818,  he  agreed  to  receive  a  reasonable  compen- 
sation for  his  services,  and  use  of  boats  employed  in 
transportation,  and  fixes   as  the    basis  the  ordinary 
rates  of  transportation  for  such  allowance.     The  com- 
mittee can  see  no  good  reason  why  the  sum  of  sixteen 
and  one-fourth  cents  per  pound  should  be  paid  Colonel 
Johnson  for  all  articles  conveyed  by  keel-boat  naviga- 
tion, when  it  is  evident  that  the  ordinary  rate  oftrans- 
porUtion  by  this  mode  of  conveyance  did  not  exceed 
five  and  a  half  cents  per  pound;  and  in  fact  this  was 
the  sum  paid  by  the  United  States  to  others  perform- 
ing at  the  same  time  similar  services.     In  order  that 
the  House  might  have  all  the  means  of  judging  of  the 
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merita  of  this  transaction  between   the  Government 
and  Colonel  Johnson,  and  to  enable  the  nation  fully  to 
undersUnd  how  far  economy  has  been  consulted,  a 
comparison  between  the  prices  now  allowed,  and  tho'se 
given  by  the  arbitrators  to  Colonel  Johnson,  was  cxin- 
sidered  somewhat  important.     The  committee  called 
on  the  Quartermaster  General  for  information  on  thia 
point;  the  answer  is,  that  Colonel  Johnson  became  a 
bidder  to  transport  military  stores,  Ac,  to  the  Council 
Bluffs,  dunng  the  year  1821,  at  the  rate  of  three  and 
three-fourth  cents  per  pound,  as    has  been  observed. 
The  arbitrators  allowed  Colonel  Johnson  for  similar 
services  performed  in    1819  sixteen  and  one-quarter 
cents   per    pound.     It  further  appears,  that,   among 
fourteen  or  fifteen   bidders  for  transportation  to  that 
post   for  the  year    1821,  but  one  required  over  four 
cents  per  pound,  and  he  less  than  five  cenU  per  pound  : 
what  are  the  causes  for   such  a  change  of  prices  the 
committee  are   unable  to  conjecture.     That  the  pres- 
ent  scarcity  of  money  may  make  some  difference  is 
admitted ;  but  the  navigation  of  the  .Missouri  river  it 
the  same;   the  same  means  of  transportation   existed 
which  are  now  used.     A  reduction  in  price  from  six- 
teen and  one-fourth   cents   to  three  and  three-fourth 
cents  about  one-fifth  of  the   price  heretofore  given, 
affords  some  ground,  at  least,  for  the  opinion,  that 
what  once  was  alleged  to  be  prudent  and  economical, 
now  appears  to  be  profuse  and  extravagant. 

If  the  committee  are  correct  in  their  construction  of 
the  contract  between   the  United  Sutes  and  Colonel 
Johnson,  and  their  views  relative  to  the  advances  from 
time   to    time   being    esteemed    by    Colonel   Johnson 
equivalent  to  any  delay  that  might  happen  by  the  op- 
erations of  the  Government,  they   have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  the  advances  have  not  only  been  liberal,  but 
profuse,  and,  in  one  instance,  not  guarded  by  such 
security  as  will,  in  all  probability,  secure  the  Govern- 
ment against  the  loss  of  a  sum  of  more  than  $50,000. 
The  only  security  taken  for  this  advance,  as  the  com- 
mittee  believe,   is  a  mortgage   on   Colonel  Johnson'a 
steamboats,  which  appear  to  have  been  broken,  feeble, 
and  subject  to   constant   decay.     The  committee  find 
that,  after  giving  Colonel   Johnson  credit  for  every  al- 
lowance awarded,  there  is   still  due  from  him  to  the 
Lnited   States  the  sum    of  $76,372  65,   and    which 
the  arbitrators  did  not  award  he  should  pay,  although 
justly  due.     From  a  full  view  of  this  subject  the  com- 
mittee think  the  award  ought  to  be  set  aside,  and,  to 
this  end,  recommend  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States  bs  directed  to  use  all  legal  means  in  his  power 
to  set  aside  the  award  made  between  the  United  States 
and  Cofonel  James  Johnson  ;  and,  also,  use  the  legal 
means  to  recover,  for  the  United  States,  whatever  may 
be  due  from  said  Colonel  James  Johnson. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  report  was  laid 
on  the  table.  He  then  moved  to  print  the  report 
which,  from  its  leneth,  was  not  read  through! 
To  this  motion  Mr.  Brown  and  Mr.  F.  Johnson, 
of  Kentucky,  objected,  on  the  ground  that  it  would 
be  unjust  to  the  parties  concerned  to  publish  the 
report  without  the  documents.  They  animadvert- 
ed, too,  on  the  lateness  of  the  hour  at  which  the 
report  had  been  made,  which  would  prevent  a 
due  investigation.  To  this  Mr.  Cocke  replied,  that 
the  committee  had  used  due  diligence,  and  had 
made  a  report  as  soon  as  they  could,  consistently 
with  the  duty  reposed  in  them.     He  did  not  ob- 
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jecl  to  the  printlDg  of  the  documents  if  the  gen- 
tlemen wished  it ;  but  must  insist  on  the  publica- 
tion of  the  report.  Mr.  Cannon  also  supported 
the  motion  for  printing  ;  which  was  agreed  to,  so 
as  to  include  the  printing  of  the  whole  of  the  doc- 
uments as  well  as  the  report. 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the 
bill  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy, 
being  announced  as  the  business  of  the  day — 

Mr.  Clark  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 
On  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Sergeant,  were — for  laying  on  the 
table  62,  against  laying  it  on  the  table  65,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YsAs — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Archer  of  Vir- 
ginia, Baker,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Blackledge,  Bo- 
den,  Buflum,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Cannon, 
Clark,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Culbreth,  Cuipeper,  Davidson, 
Dickinson,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina.  Fisher,  Floyd, 
Garnett,  Gray,  Hooks,  Hostetter,  Jackson,  Jones  of 
Ten.,  Kinsey,  Lincoln,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLean 
of  Kentucky,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Morton, 
Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker 
of  Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Phelps,  Philson,  Plumer, 
Rankin,  ReiJ,  Rhea,  Ross,  Settle,  Smyth  of  Virginia, 
Stevens,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Wil- 
liams of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

Nays — Messrs.  Adams,  .\llen  of  Mass.,  Bloomfield, 
Brevard,  Brush,  Case,  Cook,  Cushraan,  Dane,  Dar- 
lington, Denison,  Dewitt,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Con- 
necticut, Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Eustis,  Fay,  Fol- 
ger,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Gorham,  Gross  of  New  York, 
Guyon,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hemphill,  Hendricks, 
Hill,  Hobart,  Johnson,  Kendall,  Kinsley,  Lathrop, 
Little,  Livermore,  Maclay,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Meigs, 
Mercer,  Monell,  S.  .Moore,  Moseley,  Nelson  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Pitcher,  Rich,  Rogers,  Sawyer,  Sergeant, 
Silsbee,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  .Mary- 
land, Southard,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York, 
Tracy,  Udree,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Warfield, 
Whitman,  and  Wood. 

So  the  motion  was  negatived,  by  three  votes. 
On  this  vote  it  appears  nearly  sixty  of  the  whole 
number  of  members  were  absent  from  the  House. 

The  Speaker  then  commenced  the  reading  of 
the  bill  by  sections  ;  and  the  first  section  having 
been  read — 

Mr.  HooKa  moved  to  strike  it  out ;  in  other 
words,  to  reject  the  bill. 

Mr.  A.  Smyth  rose,  and,  in  support  of  this  mo- 
tion, delivered  a  speech  of  three  hours  in  length, 
covering  the  whole  ground  of  opposition  to  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Storrs  followed  in  a  speech  of  about  half 
an  hour,  in  support  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Sawyer,  of  North  Carolina,  delisrered  his 
sentiments  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Cobb  then  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table ;  which  motion  was  decided,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Ten.,  Ar- 
cher of  Virginia,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Bateman,  Blackledge, 
Boden,  Brevard,  Bryan,  Buffum,  Butler  ofN.  Hamp- 
•hire,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cocke, 


Crawford,  Culbreth,  Cuipeper,  Earie,  Edwards  of  N. 
Carolina,  Floyd,  Ford,  Garnett,  Gray,  Hardin,  Her> 
rick,  Hibshman,  Hooks,  Hostetter,  Jackson,  Johnson, 
Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kinsey,  Lin- 
coln, McCoy,  McCreary,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  R. 
Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  Morton,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Newton,  Parker  of  Mass.,  Patterson,  Pheips, 
Philson,  Rankin,  Reid,  Rhea,  Richards,  Settle,  Smyth 
of  Virginia,  Stevens,  Swearingen,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Wallace,  Williams  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Allen  of 
New  York,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Bayly,  Beecher, 
Bloomfield,  Brush,  Case,  Cushman,  Dane,  Darlington, 
Denison,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards 
of  Pennsylvania,  Eustis,  Fay,  Folger,  Forrest,  Fuller, 
Gorham,  Gross  of  New  York,  Guyon,  Hall  of  New 
York,  Hill,  Hobart,  Kendall,  Livermore,  Maclay,  Mar- 
chand, Meigs,  .Mercer,  Monell,  Montgomery,  8.  Moore, 
Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Pitcher,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rass, 
Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Simkins,  Sloan,  Smith  of 
New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong 
of  New  York,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Udree, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Wendover,  Whitman,  and  Wood. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  Military  Establishment  for  the  year  1821. 

Considerable  debate  took  place  on  the  item  of 
appropriation  for  fortifications.  Mr.  Smith  of 
Maryland  moved,  by  instruction  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  fill  the  blank  for  that  ob- 
ject with  §172,000.  Mr.  Newton  moved  to  fill 
the  blank  with  ^300,000. 

After  a  debate  of  more  than  three  hours — 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Newton's  mo- 
tion, and  there  were — for  the  motion  21,  against 
it  63.     A  quorum  not  having  voted — 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  fact.  The 
Speaker,  having  counted  the  House,  announced 
that  there  was  not  a  quorum  present;  and,  the 
House  adjourned,  after  a  session  of  nearly  ten 
hours. 


Friday,  March  2. 

Mr.  Nel.sox,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  adjudi- 
cation and  payment  of  claims  under  the  Treaty 
of  Amity,  Settlement,  and  Limits,  between  the 
United  Slates  and  His  Catholic  Majesty,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment,  and  it  was  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union, 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  term  of 
Samuel  Parker's  patents  for  his  improvement  in 
currying  and  finishing  leather  of  all  kinds,"  re- 
ported the  s{ime  without  amendment,  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Forrest,  from  the  Committee  on  Agricul- 
ture, made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  P.  S.  Cha- 
zotte,  stating  in  substance  that  it  is  too  late  to  act 
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upon  it  at  the  present  session  ;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  the  Clerk 
of  the  United  States'  court  for  the  Louisiana  dis- 
trict to  appoint  a  deputy,  was  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time ;  and  was  accordingly  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means ;  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims ;  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads ;  were 
severally  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  ail 
petitions,  and  other  matters  to  them,  respectively, 
referred  at  the  present  session,  upon  which  they 
have  not  reported  to  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
Clerk  was  directed  to  pay,  out  of  the  funds  of  the 
House,  to  the  assistant  m  his  office,  from  the  period 
at  which  he  was  last  paid  by  order  of  the  House, 
to  the  end  of  the  present  session,  and  at  the  lowest 
rate  of  compensation  allowed  to  clerks  employed 
in  his  office. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1821,  was 
read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  this  House  of 
the  following  titles,  viz :  "An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the  public  buildings ;"  and  "An  act 
to  alter  and  establish  certain  post  roads ;"  with 
amendments.  They  have  also  passed  bills  of  the 
foUowmg  titles,  viz :  "An  act  supplemental  to  an 
act,  entitled  'An  act  to  authorize  the  appointment 
of  commissioners  to  lay  out  the  road  therein  men- 
tioned ;"  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  due  execution 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  within  the  State 
of  Missouri;"  "An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act 
to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage,'  passed  the  2d  of  March,  1799  ;"  and  "An 
act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  'An  act  tixing 
the  compensations  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the 
clerks  employed  in  their  offices,  and  the  Libra- 
rian ;'  approved  the  18th  of  April,  1818  ;"  in  which 
amendments  and  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  public  buildings,"  were  read,  and  concurred  in 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to' 
amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  supplementary  to 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  regulate  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  passed  the  2d 
day  of  March,  1799,  was  read  twice  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  to 
amend  the  act  of  last  session  laying  an  extra  ton- 
nage duty,  was  taken  up.  [This  amendment  gives 
a  power  to  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  to 
suspend  the  operation  of  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
on  a  satisfactory  arrangement  being  made,  durinf^ 
the  recess,  by  the  President.] 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  striking  out  the  word  "  dominions," 
whereit  occurs  (as  applicable  to  the  United  States,) 


and  inserting  "  territories,"  the  former  being  an 
expression  unusual  in  our  laws.  Mr.  Newton 
said  he  should  not  quarrel  about  words.  The 
motion  was  rejected,  though  not  by  a  large  ma- 
jority— but  a  different  amendment,  having  the 
same  effect,  was  made. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  then  agreed 
to,  without  opposition. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  giving  further  time 
for  taking  the  third  census  was  read  twice,  and 
afterwards  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  authorizing  there- 
conveyance  of  a  tract  of  land  to  the  State  of  New 
York,  gave  rise  to  considerable  opposition,  and  was 
supported  by  Mr.  Meigs,  Mr.  Wood,  and  others. 
Mr.  Warfield  moved  to  postpone  it  indefinitely. 
But  a  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Whitehead 
was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  concerning  the  road 
now  laying  out  from  Wheeling  to  the  Mississippi, 
was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Cobb,  from  a  hostility  to  the  further  prose- 
cution of  this  road,  moved  to  reject  the  bill. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Clay,  and 
supported  by  Mr.  Hardin.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
Brush,  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table — yeas  69,  nays  49. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the  due 
execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  within 
the  State  of  Missouri,  was  read  the  first  and  second 
time.  The  bill  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  revive  and  continue 
in  force  the  act  fixing  the  compensation  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  of  the  clerks  in  said 
offices,andof  the  librarian,  was  twice  read,  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time,  and  finally  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the  oc- 
cupation of  Florida  and  for  the  establishment  of  a 
temporary  government  therein,  was  twice  read 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  dispose  of  a  tract  of  land  in 
Northumberland,  late  the  property  of^  Presley 
Thornton,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  annual 
post  road  bill  were  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  "An  act  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  establish  a 
port  of  entry  in  the  district  of  Sandusky,  in  the 
Stale  of  Ohio,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  *'An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1821 ;"  and  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  building  of  lighthouses  on 
Cross  and  Pond  islands,  in  the  harlxir  of  Booth- 
bay,  and  at  the  mouth  of  Oswego  river ;  and 
placing  buoys  on  the  shoals  of  Nantucket  and 
Vinevard  Sound, near  the  harbor  of  Wickford,  and 
on  the  Altamaha  river,  and  for  other  purposes," 
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with  amendments ;  in  which  amendments   they  | 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States 
for  the  year  1821,  be  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Housea  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a 
statement  of  the  payments  to  inspectors,  weighers, 
gaugers,  measurers,  and  markers,  employed  By  the 
collectors  of  the  customs  in  the  years  1816,  1817, 
1818,  1819,  and  1820,  so  far  as  the  returns  have 
been  received  ;  which  letter  and  statement  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PENSION  LAW. 

Mr.  Mallary,  after  adverting  to  a  late  decision 
of  the  Attorney  Greneral  under  the  pension  law, 
offered  the  following  joint  resolution  for  consider- 
ation : 

Reeoloedt  bu  the  Senate  and  Hou*e  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Corigress 
assembled.  That  the  SecreUry  of  War  be,  and  he  here- 
by ia,  authorized  to  restore  to  the  penaion  list  any  per- 
son who  may  have  been,  or  shall  be,  stricken  from  the 
pension  list,  on  the  evidence  of  such  person's  schedule, 
agreeably  to  the  act  of  the  Ist  of  May,  1820.  in  addi- 
tion to  the  pension  law  of  1818,  whenever  the  Secre- 
tary of  W*r  shall  be  satisfied,  by  other  or  additional 
evidence,  that  such  permn  ia  in  such  reduced  circum- 
stances as  to  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  afore- 
said acta. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  this  reso- 
lution, and  the  resolution  being  put  on  its  second 
reading,  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  McLean  ;  and 
the  question  then,  according  to  the  rule  of  the 
House,  was  on  the  rejection  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  ground 
that  there  would  not  be  time  to  act  on  the  resolu- 
tion at  the  present  session,  moved  to  lay  it  on  the 
table ;  which  motion  was  carried,  53  to  47. 

REVENUE  AND  EXPENDITURES. 
The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  following  resolution,  which  was  yesterday 
submitted  by  \fr.  Little  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House,  at  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  a  system  of  revenue  that  shall  meet 
all  the  expenses  of  the  Government,  without  the  aid 
of  loans,  and  suggest  such  reductions,  which,  in  bis 
opinion,  are  least  prejudicial  to  the  public  interest,  as 
will  bring  the  expenditures  within  the  actual  receipU 
of  the  Treaaury. 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the 
resolution  which  relates  to  a  system  of  revenue; 
but,  after  a  few  observations  from  Mr.  Little 
against  it,  the  motion  was  negatived — ayes  39. 

Mr.  TocKER,  of  Virginia,  said  that  he  should 
vote  against  the  resolution.  The  House,  he  said, 
was  gelling  too  much  into  a  habit  of  devolving  its 
proper  business  on  the  Heads  of  Departments. 
The  subject  of  this  resolution  was  properly  within 
the  scope  of  the  duties  of  the  House,  and  he  hoped 
the  House  would  not  transfer  it  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Cobb  said,  that  experience  sufficiently  proved 
that  there  was  no  great  disposition  on  the  part  of 


the  executive  officers  to  retrench  expenditures^nd 
that  every  thing  of  that  sort  that  is  done  is  forced 
upon  them  by  Congress.  The  better  opinion,  too, 
now  appeared  to  be,  that  the  present  revenue  would 
be  found  sufficient,  if  a  proper  economy  was  in- 
fused into  the  expenditure  oi  it.  If  this  resolution 
were  to  pass,  the  House  might  rely  upon  it,  that 
the  suggestions  received  would  be,  in  substance, 
that  no  retrenchment  can  be  made  in  the  public 
expenditures,  consistent  with  the  public  interest. 

Mr.  Foot  expressed  himself  decidedly  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  resolution.  He  was  not  for  this  House 
giving  bond  for  the  performance  of  its  duty,  nor 
requiring  of  other  public  officers  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Cocke  objected  to  the  resolution,  because 
it  was  calling  on  the  President  to  do  what  he  is 
already  constitutionally  bound  to  do,  that  is,  to 
give  such  information  as  he  may  deem  expedient, 
dec.  This  House  ought  not  to  touch  the  subject 
in  this  manner,  having  their  own  duty  to  dis- 
charge. 

Mr.  EcsTis  was  opposed  to  the  resolution,  be- 
cause it  calls  on  the  Executive  to  do  what  is  pe- 
culiarly the  duty  of  this  House. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  thougiit 
it  would  be  as  well  not  to  act  on  the  resolution  at 
all.  He  therefore  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  taWe, 
and  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
on  the  military  appropriation  bill. 

[The  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  was 
referred  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
1821,  having  risen  last  night  for  the  want  of  a 
quorum,  and  reported  the  fact  to  the  House,  a 
question  arose  this  morning  whether  the  bill  was 
in  Committee  or  in  the  House. 

The  Speaker  decided  that  the  bill  was  in  the 
House,  and  that  the  Committee,  having  risen  for 
defect  of  a  quorum,  could  make  no  other  report 
than  to  inform  the  House  of  the  fact;  whereby 
the  Committee  was  dissolved.*  Whereupon,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  bill  was 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
stale  of  the  Union,  and  the  House  proceeded,  in 
that  Committee.] 

And  the  question  a^ain  presenting  itself  on  the 
amount  to  be  appropriated  for  fortifications  for  the 
current  year  ;  and  the  question  being  on  filling  the 
blank,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Newton,  with  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  debate,  which  oc- 
cupied so  much  time  last  night,  was  resumed  ;  and 
the  largest  amount  proposed  was  warmly  supported 
by  Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  Botler,  of  Louisiana,  and 
Mr.  F.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  and  was  opposed 


•  See  Jeffenon's  Manual,  page  40.  "  This  quorom 
(that  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,)  is  the  same  as 
that  of  the  House,  and  if  a  defect  happens,  the  Chair- 
man, on  a  motion  and  question,  rises,  the  Speaker 
resumes  the  chair,  and  the  Chairman  can  make  no  oUier 
report  than  to  inform  the  House  of  the  cause  of  their 
disBolation."     2  Hats.  126. 
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by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  The  largest  amount  was  at  length  neg- 
atived, and  the  amount  of  $170,000,  as  proposed 
by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  said,  that  he 
understood  one  object  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 

finia,  in  making  the  motion  he  had,  was  to  ena- 
le  the  Secretary  of  War  to  carry  on  and  com- 
plete the  fortifications  at  Mobile  bay,  which  he 
esteemed  essential  to  the  best  interests  of  the  West- 
ern country ;  that  he  had,  upon  all  occasions,  from 
principle,  manifested  an  aversion  to  a  profuse  and 
unnecessary  expenditure  of  public  money  ;  that  he 
could  not  consider  the  subject  embraced  by  the 
motion  as  of  that  character ;  that,  upon  the  pres- 
ent occasion,  he  should  have  remained  silent,  had 
not  so  strong  a  disposition  been  manifested  yester- 
day and  to  day,  by  the  Committee,  to  ahKindon 
those  fortifications,  notwithstanding  the  expendi- 
tures already  made  there.  He  considered  the  for- 
tification 01  Mobile  bay  as  important,  and  neces- 
sary to  the  security  of  the  outlet  of  the  Missis- 
sippi; and  upon  every  thing  which  tended  to 
weaken  or  strengthen  the  security  of  the  free  com- 
merce of  that  great  river,  he  could  but  feel  a  deep 
interest.  The  present  bill  proposes  to  appropriate 
$172,000  for  carrying  on  fortifications  at  Fort 
Delaware,  Fort  Washmgton,  Fort  Monroe,  Fort 
Calhoun,  and  the  Rigoletts ;  but  not  one  cent  for 
Mobile  bay.  Such  seems  to  be  the  policy  which 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  who  reported 
the  bill,  would  dictate. 

Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  Mr.  J.  said  he 
would  ask  the  patience  of  the  Committee  to  bear 
with  him  till  he  should  make  a  few  remarks.  He 
said  he  should  not  inquire  now  into  the  policy  of 
fortifications ;  the  necessity  of  them  had  long 
since  been  demonstrated,  and  the  system  had  been 
pursued,  until  almost  every  other  part  of  the  Union 
was  secured,  and  he  could  see  no  good  reason  for 
abandoning  those  at  Mobile.  Why,  he  would  ask, 
was  every  other  part  of  the  nation  to  be  secured 
by  fortifications,  except  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  ?  For 
his  part,  he  conceived  that  the  Executive  and  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  attending  to  that  quarter, 
had  done  nothing  more  than  their  duty,  and  shown 
a  just  regard  to  the  interest  of  the  West ;  and  he 
should,  he  conceived,  do  nothing  more  than  justice 
to  the  Secretary  of  War  to  say  that  he  was  the 
first  officer  of  the  Government,  who,  by  efficient 
measures,  had  paid  that  just  regard  due  to  the 
great  and  vital  interest  of  the  Western  States. 
Until  his  time,  he  would  inquire,  what  had  been 
done  there,  while  fortifications  were  rising  in  al- 
most every  other  direction?  The  fortifications  at 
Dauphin  Island  were  progressing  more  rapidly 
than  that  at  Mobile  Point.  Both  are  going  on  ; 
but  they  are  to  be  abandoned — and  why  ?  It  was 
said  by  some  gentlemen  that  the  contracts  have 
not  been  complied  with,  and  they  apprehend  one 
of  the  contractors  would  fail.  Was  that,  he  said 
any  reason,  were  it  so,  for  abandoning  the  work? 
But  it  was  not  the  fact ;  for  the  time  in  which  the 
works  were  to  be  completed  had  not  arrived :  the 
failure  had  not  yet  taken  place,  and  may  not ;  and 
if  the  contemplated  failure  does  happen,  he  said 


he  was  informed,  from  undoubted  authority,  that 
the  undertaker  had  given  the  most  ample  security 
for  his  performance.  But  if.  he  said,  we  refuse  to 
make  appropriations  to  fulfil  the  engagements  of 
the  Government,  the  breach  may  be  somewhere 
else  than  on  the  part  of  the  undertaker;  and  there 
was  no  danger,  while  there  was  a  prospect  of  fail- 
ure, that  any  money  that  shall  be  appropriated 
would  go  into  the  hands  of  the  contractor. 

It  is  said,  moreover,  by  some  gentlemen,  that 
money  has  been  appropriated,  year  after  year,  for 
fortifications,  and  they  don't  know  how  it  nas  been 
expended.  The  reason  why  gentlemen  don't  know, 
said  Mr.  J.,  is  because  they  have  not  taken  the 
trouble  to  inquire  and  inform  themselves.  Not  a 
dollar,  he  presumed,  had  been  expended  upon  these 
fortifications,  but  what  a  particular  and  detailed 
account  of  it  might  be  seen ;  and  because  gentle- 
men will  not  inform  themselves,  they  don't  linow, 
and  make  that  another  argument  against  com- 

Eleting  those  fortifications.  No,  Mr.  Chairman, 
e  said,  we  ought  to  inform  ourselves  upon  all 
these  points,  and  as  to  the  necessity  and  utility  of 
every  proposed  fortification  ;  and  not,  by  anti- 
cipated failures  in  contracts,  and  the  want  of 
knowledge,  which  a  little  labor  might  supply,  to 
seek  an  apology  for  abandoning  important  and 
necessary  measures. 

Again,  said  Mr.  J.,  gentlemen  seem  to  deny  the 
necessity  and  utility  of  fortifying  Mobile  bay,  and 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  refused 
to  report  any  thing  for  that  purpose ;  but  the  hon- 
orable chairman  of  the  committee  had  been  good 
enough  to  admit  the  necessity  of  protecting  that 
bay  by  fortification,  but  protests  most  roundly  that 
he  would  as  soon  built  a  fort  on  the  Alleghany 
mountain,  as  on  Dauphin  island,  for  the  protec- 
tion of  that  bay.  and  says.  Mobile  Point  is  the 
only  place  where  there  ought  to  be  a  fortification, 
and  there  he  admits  it  is  necessary.     And  if  that 
point  was  necessary  to  be  fortified,  why  leave  it 
out  of  the  bill  ?    The  honorable  gentleman  tells 
us  he  was  willing  himself  to  have  included  Mo- 
bile Point,  but  the  rest  of  the  committee  opposed 
it.     But,  to  fortify  Dauphin  island,  it  is  alleged  it 
is  altogether  unnecessary;   and  why?    Because 
gentlemen  say  that  the  channel  into  the  bay  by 
Dauphin  island  affords  only  nine  or  ten  feet  water, 
and  therefore  no  vessel  of  war  of  any  size  can  pass 
it  into,  the  bay,  and  the  only  channel  they  can  pass 
is  by  Mobile  Point.     It  is  true  the  channel  by   , 
Dauphin  island  is  not  more  than  nine  or  ten  feet, 
and  that  large  vessels  of  war  cannot  pass  through 
it ;  but  it  is  also  true  that  between  this  island  and 
Pelican  island,  which  lies  to  the  South,  there  is  a 
most  excellent  and  safe  anchorage  for  large  ships, 
which  would  be  commanded  by  a  fort  on  Dauphin 
island,  and  the  conclusions  which  are  drawn  from 
the  facts  stated  by  gentlemen,  that  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  fortify  on  Dauphin  island,  by  no  means 
follow,  when  its  peculiar  and  important  position 
is  ascertained.     For  his  own  part,  said  Mr.  J.,  he 
was  disposed  to  hearken  to  what  the  corps  of  en- 
gineers had  reported  upon  the  subject,  at  whase 
head  was  Greneral  Bernard,  a  most  distinguished 
and  able  engineer,  who  had  surveyed,  actually 
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surveyed.  Mobile  bay  and  our  coast  on  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico;  had  actually  sounded  the  passes  by 
Mobile  Point  and  Dauphin  island,  and  all  about 
them,  and  had  ascertained  the  condition  and  posi- 
tion of  Point  Mobile  and  Dauphin  island,  and 
their  importance,  as  well  in  regard  to  Mobile  bay 
itself,  as  in  relation  to  the  adjacent  coasts  and 
country,  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  generally ;  and 
they  had,  in  his  opinion,  taken  a  just  and  proper 
view  of  the  subject  in  all  its  bearings.  They  tell 
us,  continued  Mr.  J.,  first,  what  is  evident  to  every 
reflecting  man,  that,  from  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances under  which  that  country  labors,  (Louis- 
iana and  Alabama,)  in  its  population,  its  Indian 
neighbors,  its  natural  position,  and  its  connexions, 
that  it  becomes  all  important  (beside  the  regard  to 
the  safety  of  Mobile  bay)  to  protect  all  the  indi- 
rect, as  well  as  the  direct,  approaches  to  New  Or- 
leans ;  to  fortify  every  harbor  on  pur  side  the  Gulf, 
which  might  be  important  to  an  enemy,  on  account 
of  the  excellencies  of  its  anchorage,  or  as  a  safe 
place  of  arms  to  operate  from  against  any  p&n  of 
the  frontier.  To  these  propositions,  he  said,  we 
must  all  assent,  as  this  plan,  if  carried  into  execu- 
tion, would  "compel  an  enemy  to  carry  these 
frontier  works  or  fortified  harbors,  as  a  prelimi- 
nary to  any  military  designs  against  the  country;" 
and,  if  an  invasion  should  be  attempted,  without 
carrying  such  works,  the  enemy  would  have  to 
resort  to  insecure  anchorage  grounds  near  the  sea 
islands,  and  of  eflecting  landings  in  boats  on  some 
intermediate  points  on  the  seashore,  unprotected 
by  their  ships  of  war — an  enterprise  too  hazardous 
to  be  attempted  without  subjecting  them  to  the 
worst  results.  It  would  seem,  said  Mr.  J.,  then 
only  necessary  to  ascertain  whether  Mobile  bay  be 
a  point  of  importance;  whether  it  can  be  defended, 
and  how  it  can  be  defended.  In  the  first  place, 
then,  said  he,  Mobile  bay  is  the  principal  harbor 
which  belonged  to  the  tfnited  States,  in  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  previous  to  the  late  cession  of  the 
Floridas,  and  it  has  not  diminished  in  its  impor- 
tance by  that  event.  It  is  a  large  and  spacious 
harbor,  sufficient  to  contain  a  fleet  of  any  size  or 
magnitude,  that  could  pass  the  bar  at  its  mouth,  of 
seventeen  or  eighteen  feet  water.  He  said,  inde- 
pendent of  the  necessity  of  its  defence  for  the  pro- 
tection of  Alabama,  and  the  commercial  depots  of 
Blakeley  and  Mobile,  it  was  important  thatit  should 
not  fall  into  the  hands  of  an  enemy,  becaase  it 
would  afford  him  a  safe  anchorage  and  secure 
harbor  for  transports,  a  secure  place  of  arms  to 
operate  from  on  the  inhabitants  of  Tombigbee 
and  Alabama,  and  to  create  a  diversion  in  a  di- 
rect or  indirect  attack  on  Orleans,  and  to  harass 
the  whole  frontier,  and  menace  and  annoy  Pen- 
sacola. 

The  engineers  concur  in  opinion  that  Mobile 
bay  can  only  be  defended  from  Mobile  Point  and 
Dauphin  island  ;  that  the  distance  between  these 
two  points  exceeds  three  miles;  that  there  are 
only  two  channels  in  that  place  oflering  any  facil- 
ities to  vessels  of  magnitude  attempting  to  enter 
the  bay  ;  that  the  east  or  main  channel  approaches 
Mobile  Point,  and  the  west  channel,  admitting  of 
nine  or  ten  feet  water,  within  eleven  or  twelve 


hundred  yards  of  Dauphin  island.  The  space  be- 
tween these  two  channels,  from  actual  sounding, 
is  found  to  be  a  sand  bank,  admitting  of  irregular 
soundings  of  three,  four,  five,  and  six  feet  water, 
and  changeable  by  every  gale  of  wind  agitating 
the  ocean ;  that  there  is  no  communication  fi?t  ween 
the  channels,  and  no  one  position,  it  is  expressly 
stated,  can  be  selected  to  command  both  ;  that  the 
east  or  main  channel  can  be  defended  from  Mobile 
Point  alone,  and  the  west  from  Dauphin  island. 
The  occupancy  of  one  of  these  points  alone  can- 
not, therefore,  insure  the  object  for  which  fortifi- 
cations at  that  place  would  be  necessary,  and  hence 
it  is  found  necessary  to  command  both  of  these 
points,  or  to  abandon  the  defence  of  Mobile  bay. 
And  are  Congress  prepared  to  abandon  the  de- 
fence of  Mobile  bay?  Surely  gentlemen  from  the 
West  are  not,  nor  should  he  suppose  the  nation 
was.  It  was,  he  thought,  obvious  that  the  defence 
of  Mobile  bay  was  essential  to  the  security  of  New 
Orleans  in  another  point  of  view ;  that  it  was  so 
to  secure  the  communication  between  New  Or- 
leans and  Mobile  bay,  by  Lake  Ponchartrain  and 
the  lesser  lakes,  comprised  between  the  main  land 
and  the  chain  of  islands  bounded  by  Cat  island  to 
the  west,  and  Dauphin  island  to  the  east. 

Another  specific  object,  he  said,  to  be  obtained 
in  fortifying  Dauphin  island,  was  to  command  the 
western  channel,  to  prevent  vessels  from  penetra- 
ting into  the  bay,  which  might  be  constructed  for 
that  purpose,  to  carry  ten  or  twelve  guns,  and  to 
draw  only  eight  or  nine  feet  of  water,  who  would 
be  capable  of  annoying  the  whole  adjacent  coun- 
try, and  conveying  transports  for  interior  opera- 
tions— and   is  it  of  no  importance  to  check  these 
sort  of  operations?    But,  another  object,  not  less 
important  to  be  attained  by  the  fortification  there, 
was  to  deprive  an  enemy  of  the  excellent  anchor- 
age between  Pelican  island  and  Dauphin  island, 
which  would   be  completely  commanded   by  its 
guns,  and  secure  it  to  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States.     Leave  Dauphin  island  unfortified,  he  said, 
and  you  leave  it  and  the  anchorage  between  that 
and  Pelican  island  subject  to  the  possession  of  an 
enemy,  and  what  would  be  the  consequence?    It 
would  aflford  him  a  secure  place  of  arms,  a  safe  an- 
chorage, a  rallying  point,  from  which  he  might 
sally  forth,  and  return  at  pleasure,  from  incursions 
against  New  Orleans  or  any  other  part  of  the  fron- 
tier, and  certain  it  was  it  would  afford  great  facility 
for  blockading  the  bay  and  penetrating  the  western 
channel,  and  even  of  annoyins:  Pensacola.     Sir, 
said  Mr.  J.,  let  me  but  state  wnat  the  justly  cele- 
brated engineer  General  Bernard  has  reported  in 
relation  to  this  point  and  Pensacola :    He  says, "  if, 
'  in  consequence  of  the  acquisition  of  the  Floridas, 
'  Pensacola  becomes  a  naval  depot  and  a  harbor  of 
'  rendezvous  (for  the  American  Navy,)  Mobile  bay 
'  would  be  a  most  favorable  place  of  arms  for  an 
•  enemy  to  operate  from  thence  upon  the  naval 
'  establishment  at  Pensacola ;"  and  this,  he  said, 
was  no  guess  work  of  General  Bernard's ;  it  was 
from  examination  and  observations  made  upon  the 
ground,  and  his  judgment  in  these  matters  no  one 
will  question.     So  that  we  find  that,  instead  of  the 
acquisition  of  Pensacola  making  it  unnecessary  to 
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fortify  Mobile  bay,  as  has  seemed  to  be  thought  by 
some,  the  acquisition  of  Pensacola,  and  the  estal>- 
lisbment  of  a  naval  depot  there,  forms  an  additional 
reason  for  continuing  the  fortifications  at  Mobile 
bay. 

There  was  another  reason,  Mr.  J.  said,  which 
should  induce  us  now  to  be  more  attentive  to  the 
security  of  Mobile  bay ;  that,  by  the  same  treaty 
by  which  we  had  acquired  Pensacola,  we  had  sur- 
rendered the  Texas  country,  and  thereby  deprived 
ourselves  of  all  protection  to  New  Orleans  and  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi  from  the  harbors  and 
shores  to  the  west  of  it.  And  surely,  said  he,  we 
are  not  prepared  to  leave  the  east,  subject  to  the 
insult  and  encroachment  of  an  enemy.  It  was 
hazarding  too  much  ;  it  was  leaving  New  Orleans 
and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  substantially  without  de- 
fence, and  in  a  situation  too  precarious  and  uncer- 
tain for  its  great  importance  to  the  Western  coun- 
try. He  said  it  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  say 
any  thing  as  to  the  importance  of  New  Orleans 
and  the  permanent  security  of  the  tree  outlet  of  the 
Mississippi;  that  it  was  a  subject  upon  which 
every  intelligent  man  in  the  nation  was  well  in- 
formed, and  he  could  but  be  surprised  to  see  gen- 
tlemen from  the  West  opposing  the  measure. 

It  is  true,  he  said,  that  the  country  is  in  a  de- 
pressed state ;  that  our  revenue  does  not  promise 
us  an  excess  in  the  Treasury ;  but  it  is  equally 
true  that,  for  years,  S800,000  has  annually  been 
appropriated  for  fortifications;  that  all  our  sea- 
shores and  harbors,  except  those  on  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  are  nearly  secured;  and  now  the  commit- 
tee has  reported  8172,000  principally  for  the  com- 
pletion of  those  objects,  and  an  additional  hundred 
IS  asked  by  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, principallv  to  favor  the  completion  of  the 
defence  of  Mobile  bay  and  New  Orleans,  and  it  is 
objected  to.  If  gentlemen,  he  said,  would  abandon 
other  fortifications,  there  would  be  some  apology 
for  abandoning  these;  but  as  fortifications  are  to 
go  on,  and  have  gone  on,  he  said,  he  could  see  no 
reason  or  justice  in  denying  an  equal  participation 
to  the  people  of  the  West,  in  the  benefits  to  be  de- 
rived from  fortifications.  Some  gentlemen,  he 
said,  could  vote  without  scruple  for  the  appropria- 
tion of  upwards  of  SI 00,000,  in  these  hard  times, 
to  cover  in  the  centre  building  of  the  Capitol ;  but 
to  vote  the  same  sum  for  the  protection  ot  the  com- 
merce of  the  West,  and  the  security  of  the  people 
bordering  on  the  coast  of  the  Gulf,  they  would  not 
do  that — the  limes  art*  too  hard,  the  work  is  unne- 
cessary. But  times  are  not  too  hard  to  build  an 
addition  to  a  Capitol  that  is  not  necessary,  but  for 
show  and  splendor. 

Sir,  said  he,  it  would  seem,  from  the  arguments 
of  some  gentlemen,  that  the  Executive  and  War 
Departments  alone  were  interested  in  these  great 
works  of  defence ;  for  they  seem  to  imply  that 
these  works  are  to  be  carried  on  merely  to  gratify 
the  desires  of  the  Executive  and  Secretary  of  War. 
What  interest  have  they  in  the  defences  of  the 
country  more  than  we  ought  to  have,  or  more  than 
any  other  friend  to  the  nation  has  ?  They  can 
have  no  other  interest  than  the  security  against 
invasion  of  this  country,  which  is  dear  to  aU,  and 


the  protection  of  its  commerce.  The  greater  the 
anxiety  they  shall  manifest  to  the  permanent  peace 
and  security  of  the  country,  the  greater  praise  is 
due  them  ;  the  greater  confidence  will  they  derive; 
it  is  a  faithful  discharge  of  the  great  trust  reposed 
in  them.  It  is  a  laudable  desire  to  defend  our 
common  country,  the  blessings  and  protection  of 
which  we  all  in  common  enjoy.  He  said  he  should 
not,  that  he  knew  of,  himseli  have  proposed  any 
thing  toward  fortifications  this  session,  more  than 
was  indispensable  for  the  preservation  of  those 
erected  and  erecting;  but  he  did  not  like  to  see  the 
cup  pass  by  without  sharing  a  little  of  its  contents. 
And,  after  again  urging  the  propriety  and  neces- 
sity of  continuing  those  fortifications,  and  speaking 
of  the  great  waste  of  public  money  heretofore  ex- 
pended upon  fortifications  injudiciously  situated, 
before  the  nation  had  employed  competent  engi- 
neers to  survey  the  seaports  and  harbors,  and  to 
fix  on  the  proper  places  of  defence,  he  concluded 
by  declaring  himself  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
proposed. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  Louisiana,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  inserting  an  appropriation  of  §40,000 
specially  for  Mooile  Point. 

On  trying  this  question,  as  on  several  others 
during  the  day's  sitting,  there  was  not  a  quorum 
present.  But.  a  quorum  beingat  length  assembled, 
the  vote  was  58  to  35  against  it. 

A  motion  was  also  made,  with  no  better  success, 
to  make  a  special  appropriation  for  fortifications 
at  Dauphin  Island. 

A  great  deal  of  other  debate  took  place  on  various 
amendments  proposed  to  the  bill,  the  consideration 
of  which  occupied  the  House,  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  until  a  late  hour. 

Among  the  amendments  proposed  to  the  bill, 
was  an  appropriation  of  .S40,000  to  pay  arrears  of 
the  cost  of  the  erection  of  an  arsenal  at  Augusta, 
in  Georgia.  This  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Mallart 
and  Mr.  CVlpeper,  on  the  ground  that  the  ex- 
penditure was  unauthorized  by  law ;  and  was 
supported  by  Mr.  Reid,  Mr.  Ccthbert,  and  Mr. 
SiMKiNs,  on  the  ground  that  individuals  ought 
not  to  suffer  from  their  having  complied  with  con- 
tracts which  they  had  made  with  the  Government. 
Mr.  Floyd  also  spoke  on  the  subject.  The  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to — yeas  48,  nays  45. 

Mr.  SiMKiNs  was  understood  to  say  that  he 
should  not  have  raised  his  voice  on  this  subject, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  extraordinary  turn  ot  the 
debate;  but,  feeling  only  the  interest  which  all 
American  citizens  should  feel,  he  should  have  left 
this  appropriation  bill  to  share  the  fate  destined 
for  most  measures  by  the  spirit  and  temper  pre- 
dominant in  this  House.  But,  sir,  said  he,  as  dis- 
trust and  allegations  of  fraud  against  public  offi- 
cers and  public  contractors  are  not  only  the  order 
of  this  debate,  but  the  order  of  the  day,  he  could 
not  sit  still  and  hear  those  charges  maae,  without 
repelling  them  in  the  most  pointed  and  unequivo- 
cal manner.  Sir,  he  continued,  on  what  grounds, 
and  on  what  evidence,  are  these  charges  made? 
They  are  supported  by  not  a  single  vestige  ot 
truth.  What  head  of  department  has  refused  to 
furnish  the  most   ample  information?    Had  the 
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House  called,  in  a  single  instance,  on  the  head  of 
that  department  charged  with  the  disbursement  of 
the  intended  appropriation,  and  has  he  refused 
fully  and  amply  to  answer  such  call  ?  Let  an  in- 
stance be  pointed  out.  But  contractors  are  charged 
with  fraud  and  wilful  dishonesty  in  the  perform- 
ance of  their  contracts.  No  cnarges  are  easier 
made ;  but,  sir,  the  merest  reptile  that  crawls  on 
the  earth  should  be  shielded  from  criminal  impu- 
tation till  evidencecan  be  produced  for  such  charge. 
This  House  presents  now,  as  it  has  for  some  time 


tribunal  for  criminal  accusations;  and  still  more 
extraordinary  is  it  that  these  accusations  are  made 
upon  public  rumor,  hearsay,  and  out-of-door  accu- 
sation, and,  when  proof  is  demanded,  (which  he 
now  demanded.)  nothing  tangible  exists  ! 

Sir,  every  avenue  and  subject  of  legislation  here 
seem  to  be  bottomed  on  suspicion  and  distrust. 
In  this  spirit  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  (Mr. 
Mallary,)  and  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  \Vil- 
LiAMs,)  say  that  no  account  has  been  given  of  the 
money  appropriated  for  fortifications.  Have  they 
asked  information  on  this  point  ?  And,  if  they 
have,  let  them  show  when  and  where  it  has  been 
refused  ?  Sir,  your  public  officers  must  have  vour 
confidence  to  a  certain  extent,  otherwise  the  Gov- 
ernment stop^  ;  but,  if  any  member  will  or  can 


little  towns  only  to  be  protected,  as  stated  by  the 
member  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Cobb,)  this  river 
waters,  and  these  forts  would  protect,  the  im- 
mensely rich  country  up  the  Alabama,  and  is 
nearly  connected  with  the  lake  leading  to  that 
most  important  point — New  Orleans.  These  forts, 
with  the  important  ones  on  the  Chesapeake,  are 
pronounced  by  gentlemen  to  be  worthless,  and 
that  their  progress  ought  to  be  instantly  stopped. 
After  the  surveys,  most  diligently  and  skilluily 
made,  by  some  of  the  first  engineers  in  the  world. 


back  presented,  the  extraordinary  spectacle  of  a    acquiring  their  professions  by  years  of  the  most 


diligent  and  profound  study,  who  have  disinter- 
estedly fixed  the  sites  of  these  forts,  he  would  as 
soon  go  into  the  Supreme  Court,  without  ever 
having  studied  law,  and  pronounce  a  le^al  opin- 
ion, as  to  pronounce  in  this  House,  without  any 
f>rofessional  skill,  that  these  fortifications  are  worth- 
ess. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Tracy) 
says  he  conceives  the  estimates  of  money  for  the 
Rip  Raps  are  not  at  all  to  be  relied  on,  because  a 
very  large  sum  (perhaps  upwards  of  3400,000  out 
of  an  estimate  of  near  a  million)  was  given,  or 
contracted  to  be  given,  for  stone  alone.  Sir,  this 
is  by  no  means  wonderful,  when  it  is  considered 
that  the  whole  of  the  fortification,  from  the  depth 

.    .        ,       -   ,.    —   of  the  water,  is  to  be  raised  by  stone;  that,  in  fact, 

show  that  all  matters  of  contract,  in  every  part  of ;  stone  is  the  principal,  and  almost  the  only,  mate- 
this  vast  continent,  cannot  be  fully  shown  and  I  rial  of  the  work. 

faithfully  accounted  for  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  i  But  prospective  contracts,  as  they  are  called,  are 
then  he  would  join  in  the  present  unjust  cry  of ,  improper,  and  ought  not  to  be  entered  into.  Sir, 
accusation.     To  cast  a  prejudice,  however,  against  I  said  he,  a  resolution  of  this  kind  would  destroy 


the  granting  the  appropriation  in  this  instance,  it 
is  said  that  a  gentleman,  (not  here  to  defend  him- 
self,) a  clerk  in  the  War  Department,  was  inter- 
ested in  a  contract  to  build  the  fortification  at  the 
Rip  Raps.  He  was,  he  said,  one  of  a  committee, 
at  the  last  session,  for  the  investigation  of  these 
very  contracts,  (together  with  the  gentleman  from 


your  public  works,  or  cause  you  to  pay  more  than 
double  the  price  for  their  erection.  Contracts  are 
not  to  be  prospective !  And  pray,  sir,  said  he,  will 
gentlemen  have  the  goodness  to  point  out  what 
other  contracts  can  be  entered  into?  Will  they 
show  how  the  public  works  are  to  be  executed  ? 
Sir,  said  he,  I  rose  unexpectedly,  under  an  im- 


Tennessee,  Mr.  Cocke,  and  one  from  New  York,  I  perious  sense  of  duty,  and  to  demand  evidence  of 
Mr.  Storrs,  which  last  took  notes  on  the  exami-  j  that  general  and  hateful  distrust,  jealousy,  and 
nation  at  length,  and  who  he  was  sorry  not  to  see  :  spirit  of  crimination,  which  are  urged  to  dll  our 

.„  ^         \    _  1.1  .Li--  r  minds  with  prejudice,  unfit  us  for  dispassionate 

legislation,  and  which  seem  intended  to  sap  the 
foundations  of  our  national  defence.  He  deemed 
the  Navy,  from  the  very  nature  and  situation  of 
the  country,  our  most  indispensable  defensive  in- 
stitution. Fortifications  and  the  Army  come  next. 
May  the  efforts  which  seem  to  be  making,  not 
merely  to  lessen,  but  to  destroy  them,  be  arrested. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  amend- 
which  had  been 


in  his  place;)  he  should  state  the  facts,  as  far  as 
he  could  remember  them.  Sir,  it  appeared  that 
this  gentleman  was  once  interested  in  the  contract ; 
but  he  did  not  become  so  till  nine  months  after  the 
contract  was  entered  into,  and  at  the  very  lime 
when  the  contract  was  thought  to  be  a  bad  one  ; 
for  stone  of  a  particular  kind,  much  nearer  the 
fortification,  was  refused  or  rejected,  and  the  un- 
dertaker had  to  get  it  at  perhaps  twice  the  dis- 
tance     Immediately,  however,  after  the  risinfr  of 


aupjHjsing  luai  nc  wouiQ  De  suDjected  to  further  completin^^ 

accusation,  as  he  had  already  been  to  flagrant  mis-  bv  yeas  and 

representation,  entirely  discharged  himself,  by  con-  y      _w 

sent  of  all  parties,  from  this  famous  contract.  ah         r  vlr 


tK^  u.t  c«„;^«    .k  '        .1  '  /  u      .•  y  T". ":  I  ^^^'^^^   which  had  been  made  to  the  bill.     The 

nn^s  nltC^^' ^' 1^^  Concurrence  in  the  appropriation  for 

l?rj:,';V\l\'l\Z':^}i^^^^^^^^  arsenal  at  AugustT  w'as  decided 

and  nays — yeas  66,  nays  48,  as  follows : 

[essrs.  Alexander,  Allen  of  MassacfaasettA, 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Tracy,    ^I'Tr^.jf  ^'T   ^°'!^',  ^7^"  "^Jl**'^!;*';^  S*^*'' 
nf  tKo  "  IVotrc  «n^  Kii«««o  »n  k  j.u    .  ^^L    r    '     BaWwiD,    Barbour,   Black  edge,    B  bomfield,    Brush, 

Of  the     W_ays  and  Means,")  has  said  that  the  fort    Bryan,  Campbell,  Clark.  Cobb   Cook,  Crowell,  Cu.h- 

man,  Cuthbert,  Dane,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut, 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, 
Floyd,  Folger.  Ford,  Fuller,  Gorham,  Gross  of  New 
York,  Hackley,  Hemphill,  Johnson,  Kent,  Kinsej, 
Little,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Meigs,  Montgomery, 
8.  Moore,  Moseley,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  New- 


at  Mobile  Point  was  disproportioned  in  size  to  the 
good  to  be  produced  by  it.  Sir,  said  he,  it  is  ad- 
mitted that,  shallow  as  the  water  is  at  that  point, 
it  is  deep  enough  for  vessels  of  eighteen  feet ;  and, 
although  these  are  not  of  the  largest  size,  yet  the 
number  may  be  multiplied  ;  and,  so  far  from  two 
16th  CoN.  2d  8e8s.— 41 


^ 


1283 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1284 


% 


n 


ff 


■t  ■• 


H.  OF  R. 


Proceedings. 


March,  1821. 


;:r 


ton,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rankin, 
Reid,  Rhea,  Rich,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Sawyer,  Settle, 
Stlsbee,  Simkins,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginio,  Street,  Strong  of 
New  York,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  Tucker  of  South  Car- 
olina, Udree,  and  Walker— 66. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Ball, 
Bateman,  Boden,  Buffum,  Case,  Cocke,  Culbreth, 
Denison,  Earle,  Fay,  Foot,  Forrest,  Gray,  Guyon, 
Hall  of  New  York,  Hardin,  Hibshman,  Hobart. 
Hooks,  Hostetter,  Jackson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of 
Tennessee,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Maclay,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Creary,  Mallsry,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore, 
Murray,  Patterson,  Philson,  Richards,  Richmond, Ross, 
Rasa,  Sloan,  Stevens,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Tracy, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Wil- 
liams of  North  Carolina — 46. 

So  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  Louisiana,  renewed  the  motion 
which  he  had  made  for  the  specific  appropriation 
of  840,000  for  fortifications  at  Mobile  Point,  and 
$40,000  for  the  fortification  at  Dauphin  Island. 
On  suggestion  of  Mr.  F.  Joh.nson,  of  Virginia, 
Mr.  B.  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  make  it  $30,- 
000  for  each  point.  The  question  having  been 
divided,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  S.mith,  of  Mary- 
land, the  question  was  first  taken  on  the  appropri- 
ation for  Mobile  Point,  and  decided  in  the  affir- 
mative— yeas  68,  nays  43,  as  follows  : 

Y«AS — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Mass. 
Anderson,  Archer  of  Md.,  Archer  of  Va.,  Baldwin,  Ball, 
Barbour,  Blackledge,  Bloomfield,,  Brush,  Bryan,  But- 
ler of  Louisiana,  Cannon,  Case,  Clark,  Cook,  Crowell, 
Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Dane,  Denison,  Eddy,  Edwards 
of  North  Carolina,  Eiastis,  Fay,  Ford,  Fuller,  Gorham, 
Gray,  Hackley,  Hobart,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of 
Virginia,  Kent,  Kinsey,  Little,  McLean  of  Kentucky, 
Meigs,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Pitcher, 
Rankin,  Reid,  Rhea,  Rich,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Sawyer, 
Silsbee,  Simkins,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Stevens,  Swearingen, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Udree,  Walker,  Wendover,  and 
Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Bate- 
man, Beecher.  Buffum,  Cocke,  Crawford,  Edwards  of 
Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Floyd,  F'oot, 
Forrest,  Gross  of  New  York,  Guyon,  Hall  of  New 
York,  Hardin,  Hendricks,  Hooks,  Hostetter,  Jones  of 
Tennessee,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Maclay,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Creary,  Mallary,  Metcalf,  Monell,  T.  L.  Moore, 
Moseley,  Patterson,  Plumer,  Richards,  Richmond, 
Ross,  Russ,  Sloan,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Tomlinson, 
Tracy,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Williams  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

So  this  clause  of  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  remaining 
clause  of  Mr.  Bctler's  motion,  and  decided  in  the 
negative — -yeas  31,  nays  85,  as  follows  : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Abbot,  Anderson,  .\rchcr  of  Mary- 
land, Archer  of  Virginia,  Baldwin,  Bail,  Bloomfield, 
Brevard,  Brush,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Crawford  Cro- 
well, Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, 
Jackson,  Johnson,  Little,  McLean  of  Kentucky, 
Montgomery,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Pitcher, 
Reid,  Robertson,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Simkins,  Smith 
of  New  Jerscj,  Swearingen,  and  Tucker  of  Virginia. 

Nai» — )f«nT8.    Adams,    Allen    of  Massachusetts 


Allen  of  New  York,  .\llcn  of  Tennessee,  Barbour, 
Bateman, Beecher,  Blackledge,  Bryan*.  Buffum,  Can- 
non, Case,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Cook,  Culpeper,  Dane, 
Denison,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of 
Pennsylvania,  Fay,  Floyd,  Folger,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest, 
Fuller,  Gorham,  Gray,  Gross  of  New  York,  Guyon, 
Hackley.  Hall  of  New  York.  Hardin,  Hemphill,  HiU, 
Hobart,  Hooks,  Hostetter,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of 
Tennessee,  Kendall,  Kent,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Liver- 
more,  Maclay,  McCoy,  McCreary,  Mallary,  Meigs, 
Monell,  8.  Moore,  T.  L.  Moore,  .Moseley,  Murray, 
Neale,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Philson, 
Plumer,  Rich,  Richard*,  Richmond.  Rogers,  Rons,  Ruaa, 
Sloan,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia, 
Stevens,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Tomlinson,  Tracy, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Udree,  Walker,  Wendover, 
Whitman,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Wood. 

So  this  clause  of  the  amendment  was  rejected. 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 


Saturday,  March  3. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Senate's  bill  to 
amend  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to 
'An  act  entitled  an  act  to  regulate  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,'  passed  the  sec- 
ond day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-nine,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment;  and  the  question  being  on  ordering 
it  to  be  read  a  third  lime — Mr.  Baldwin,  regard- 
ing it  as  conflicting  with  the  salutary  provisions 
of  the  appraisement  law,  expressed  his  hope  that 
it  would  not  pass.  Mr.  Silsibee  supported  the  bill 
at  some  length,  as  being  important  to  the  importing 
merchants.  Mr.  Baldwi.n  replied,  and  stated  that 
the  lateness  of  the  session  would  prevent  the  ob- 
taining proper  information  on  the  subject ;  one 
fact,  however,  he  knew  from  the  best  authority, 
viz  :  that  an  association  had  been  formed  in  Eng- 
land to  throw  goods  into  this  country  at  an  under 
valuation,  and  that  their  names  had  been  commu- 
nicated to  the  Treasury,  and  by  the  Treasury  to 
the  custom-house  officers.  Mr.  B.  concluded  by 
moving  that  the  bill  lie  on  the  table  ;  which  mo- 
tion was  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  and  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Aflairs,  were  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  all  petitions  and  other  matters  to  them 
respectively  referred  at  the  present  session,  upon 
which  they  have  not  reported  to  the  House. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Aflairs  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  pe- 
tition of  Richard  W.  Meade,  and  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  SwEARiNGE.N,  from  the  select  committee,  to 
which  was  rtferrcd  the  petition  of  Catharine 
Wager,  and  others,  made  a  report  thereon,  accom- 
panied with  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and 
children  of  John  Wager,  junior,  deceased  ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Buntin," 
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with  amendments ;  in  which  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  amendments  were  read,  and  concurred  in 
by  the  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  entitled,  "An  act  to  authorize  the  building  of 
lighthouses  on  Cross  and  Pond  Islands,  in  the 
harbor  of  Boothbay,  and  at  the  mouth  of  Oswego 
river,  and  placing  buoys  on  the  shoals  of  Nantucket 
and  Vineyard  sound,  near  the  harbor  of  Wickford, 
and  on  tne  Altamaha  river,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," were  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-day. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  said  amendments;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose 
and  reported  its  agreement  to  the  said  amendments, 
which  were  concurred  in  by  the  House,  together 
with  that  proposed  to  the  title  thereof. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House   the  fol- 
lowing communication,  viz  : 
To  the' Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  .• 

Sis  :  We  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  you,  that, 
in  the  case  of  Anderson  va.  Dunn  (with  the  defence  of 
which  we  had  the  honor  to  be  charged  on  behalf  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,)  the  Supreme  Court  has 
fully  affirmed  the  power  of  the  House,  sui  Juris,  to 
vindicate  its  own  privileges  against  every  attack  of 
violence  or  fraud,  necessarily  tending  to  control  the 
freedom,  or  taint  the  purity  of  legislative  deliberation. 

The  interest  so  justly  manifested  by  the  House,  in 
the  issue  of  this  important  question,  has  induced  us  to 
communicate,  without  delay,  the  determination  of  the 
court,  in  order  that  it  may  l»e  known  to  the  House  be- 
fore its  approaching  separation.  I 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  , 
sir,  your  obedient  servants, 

WM.  WIRT, 
W.  JONES. 

WASHiifGTox,  March  2,  1821. 

The  said  letter  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  Committee  on  Expendi- 
tures in  the  Department  of  State,  delivered  in  the 
following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Department 
of  State,  report — 

That  they  have  attended  to  the  duties  imposed  on 
them  by  order  of  the  House,  as  far  as  the  business  of 
the  House  would  possibly  permit,  since  the  committee 
was  appointed,  and  that  they  find  the  accounts  and 
expenditures  of  the  said  Department  to  be  correct. 

That  they  have  also,  conformably  to  the  order  of 
the  House,  inquired  into  the  facts  relating  to  the  em- 
ployment of  an  agent  on  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
under  the  6th  and  7th  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent, 
and  find  that  Mr.  Joseph  Delaficid  was  employed  du- 
ring the  past  year,  as  a  secretary,  for  the  performance 
of  the  duties  which  would  have  been  required  of  an 
agent,  under  the  said  articles.  They  find,  however, 
that  the  employment  of  Mr.  Delafield,  or  some  person 
in  that  capacity,  was  indispensable  to  the  interests  of 
the  United  States  ;  that  the  compensation  allowed  to 
Mr.  Delafield  was  much  less  than  the  salary  of  an 
agent ;  and  that  the  allowance  of  such  compensation 
ia  not,  in  their  opinion,  improper  or  unreasonable. 
The   committee    respectfully  reftr  the  House,  for  the 


particular  facts  relating  thereto,  to  the  Message  from 
the  Executive  Department  on  that  subject. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Slates  for 
the  year  1821,"  were  read,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-day. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  said  amendments;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  re- 
ported their  agreement  to  the  amendments,  which 
were  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  establish  a  port  of  entry  in 
the  district  of  Sandusky,  in  the  Stale  of  Ohio," 
were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

An  eijgrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
Slates  for  the  year  1821,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
extend  the  term  of  Samuel  Parker's  patents  for 
his  improvement  in  currying  and  finishing  leather 
of  all  kinds,"  was  read  tne  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  office 
in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  were  discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  the  same,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
day. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
OF  the  United  States,  which  was  read,  and  is 
as  follows  : 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  : 

I  communicate  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  copies 
of  a  treaty  this  day  ratified  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  concluded  and  signed  at  the  Indian  Springs, 
on  the  8th  of  January  last,  with  the  Creek  nation  of 
Indians,  in  order  to  such  legislative  measures  as  may 
be  necessary  for  giving  effect  to  it. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washistotox,  March  2,  1821. 

The  Mes.sage  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  location  of  land  warrants,  and 
the  issumg  of  patents  in  certain  cases,"  with 
amendments;  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  location  of 
warrants,  and  the  issuing  of  patents  in  certain 
cases,"  were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

THE  NAVY. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to 
amend  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  gradual 
increase  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States:'- 

The  second  section  whereof  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, viz: 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  instead 
of  the  appropriation  therein  contained,  there  shall  be 
and  is  hereby  appropriated  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars  per  annum  for  six  years,  from  the 
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year  1821,  iDcIusive,  to  be  applied  to  carry  into  effect 
the  purposes  of  the  said  act. 

Mr.  Barbour  moved  to  aiuend  the  said  second 
section  by  striking  out  the  word  six,  and  inserting 
in  lieu  thereof  the  word  three  ;  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  to  be  applied  to  carry  into  effect  the  pur- 
poses of  the  said  act,"  and  to  add  to  the  section 
the  following  words,  viz : 

"To  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  the  remaining 
materials  necessary  for  the  construction  of  the  ships 
authorized  by  the  said  act,  and  to  their  construction, 
so  far  as  to  frame,  plank,  bolt,  and  stay  them,  and  their 
preservation,  by  ihe  erection  of  houses  over  them  ; 
and  any  balance  thereof  which  may  remain  after  the 
completion  of  these  objects  to  be  applied  to  the  equip- 
ment of  said  vessels :" 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  66,  nays  67,  as 
follows : 

YiAS^^Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  o 
Tennessee,  Barbour,  Blackledge,  Boden.  Brevard 
Bryan,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Culpeper,  Earle,  Ed 
wards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest 
Garnett,  Gray,  Guyon,  Hall  of  Mew  York,  Hardin 
Herrick,  Hibebman,  Hooks,  Hostetter,  Jackson,  John 
•on,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kendall,  Kinsey,  Muclay 
McCoy,  McCreary,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  R.  Moore 
T.  L.  Moore,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Patterson 
Philson,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Rogers 
Ross.  Russ,  Sawyer,  Settle,  Sloan,  Southard,  Stevens 
Strong  of  Vermont,  Swearingen,  Tracy,  Tucker  o; 
South  Carolina,  Udree,  Upham,  Walker,  Wallace 
Warfield,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  o 
North  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Allen  o 
New  York.  Anderson,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker 
Baldwin,  Ball,  Bayly,  Bloomfield,  Brush.  Buffum 
Butler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Case,  Clark,  Cook 
Culbreth,  Cushman,  Culhbert,  Dane,  Darlington 
Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Eustis,  Fay,  Folger,  Ful- 
ler, Gorham, Gross  of  New  York,  Hackley,  Hendricks 
Hill,  Kent,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Little,  Mallary,  Meigs 
Mercer,  Montgomery,  S.  Moore,  JVloseley,  Nelson  o 
Massachusetts.  Newton.  Pinckncy,  Pitcher,  Plumer 
Rankin,  Reid,  Robertson,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Smith  o 
New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong 
©f  New  York,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tucker  of  Vir- 
ginia, Wendover,  Whitman,  and  Wood. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  to-day. 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Sergeant  that  the 
House  do  now  proceed  to  consider  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  '"An  act  to  establish  an  uni- 
form system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United 
States." 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  58,  nays  70,  a.s 
follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.   Allen   of  Massachusetts,  Allen  of 
New  York,  Bayly,  Bloomfield,  Brush,  Case,  Crowell, 
Cushman,    Darlington,    Dewitt,     Eddy,    Edwards    of 
Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Fay,  Folger, 
Foot,  Forrest,  Gorham,  Gross  of  New  York,  Guyon, 


Hackley.   Hall  of  New  York,  Hemphill,  Hendricks, 
;  Hi|l,  Hobart,  Kendall,  Lathrop,  Little,  Meigs,  Mercer, 
'  Montgomery,  8.   Moore,   Moseley,  Nelson  o(  Massa- 
chusetts, Pitcher,  Rich,  Richmond,  Robertson,  Roger*, 
'  Rum,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New 
Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Storrs,  Street,   Strong  of 
New  York,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Udree,  Up- 
i  ham,  Warfield,  Whitman,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of 
Tennessee,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Ball, 
Barbour,  Blackledge,  Boden,  Brevard,  Bryan,  Butfum, 
Butler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Clark,  Cobb, 
Cocke,  Crawford,  Culbreth,  Dane,  Davidson,  Dickin- 
son, Earle,  Edwards  of  North  CaroUna,  Floyd,  Ford, 
Gray,  Hardin,  Herrick,  Hibahman,  Hooks,  Hoetetter, 
Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Ten- 
nessee, Kent,  Kinsey,  Lincoln,  Maclay,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Creary, McLean  of  Kentucky,  Metcalf,  R.  .Vfoore, 
Murray,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Patterwin,  Phil- 
son.  Plumer,  Rankin,  Rhea,  Richards,  Ross,  Settle, 
Simkins,  Stevens,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  Tucker  of  Vir- 
ginia, Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Walker,  Wallace. 
Wendover,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  WillTams  of 
North  Carolina. 

THE  GENERAL  POST   OFHCE. 

Mr.  Phelp8,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  19th  of  December  to  investigate  the  concerns 
of  the  Post  Office  Department,  made  a  further  re- 
port; which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.     It  IS  as  follows : 

The  select  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the 
affairs  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  beg  leave  further 
to  report,  in  part ;  that  the  abstract  of  payments  for 
transporting  the  mail  from  Washington  city  to  Fred- 
ericksburg, and  the  Postmaster  General's  explanation 
of  it,  cannot  be  understood  but  in  connexion  with  three 
mail  contracts,  and  abstracts  of  the  payments  of  them. 
These  contracU  are,  one  with  Hazlewooti  Parish  for 
the  transportation  of  the  mail,  in  the  years  18H,  1815, 
and  1816,  from  Fredericksburg  to  Charlottesville;  one 
with  Woolfolk,  Smock,  4c  Co.,  for  transportation  of  the 
mail,  in  the  same  years,  from  Charlottesville  to  Rich- 
mond;  and  the  other  with  William  G.  Garner  for 
transportation  of  the  mail,  in  the  same  years,  from 
Charlottesville  to  Staunton.  The  committee  obtained 
copies  of  those  mail  contracu,  and  also  of  the  abstracts 
of  payments  rendered  by  this  Department  to  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury,  for  explanatory  evidence.  But, 
as  these  documents  contain  important  facts,  they  are 
not  reported  as  explanatory  evidence  only,  but  to  show 
the  expenditure  of  public  money  for  transporting  the 
mails  upon  these  routes. 

The  committee  find  that  the  contract  price  for  car- 
rying the  mail  from  Washington  city  to  Fredericksburg, 
in  the  years  1814,  1815,  and  1816,  was  -  9,900  00 
From  Fredericksburg  to  Charlottesville,  in 

same  years 7,200  00 

From  Fredericksburg  to  Richmond,  for  the 

same  years 10,500  00 

From  Charlottesville  to  Staunton,  for  the 

same  years 3,000  00 


$30,600  00 


The  committee  find  that  there  was  paid  for  trans- 
porting the  mail,  in  the  years  1814,  1815,  and  I8I6, 
upon  these  four  routes,  the  following  amount  : 
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To  Williams,  Parish,  Crawford,  Davis,  and 

Tayloe 31.561  52 

Woolfolk,  <k  Co 22,779  49 

Hailewood  Farish 14,811  59 

Wm.  G.  Garner 7,289  00 


$76,431  60 


The  committee  find  that  the  Post  Office  Department 
has  paid  for  transporting  the  mail  upon  these  four 
routes,  $45,821  60  more  than  the  mail  contractors 
were  entitled,  by  their  contracts,  to  receive. 

[On  the  subject  of  the  above  Report,  the  fol- 
lowing note  was  addressed  to  the  Printers  to  Con- 
gress by  the  Postmaster  General :] 

Gehesal  Post  OrricE,  March  15,  1821. 

Messes.  Gales  &,  Seato^i  :  I  was  informed  by  a 
portion  of  the  committee  of  investigation  that  the 
annexed  document  was  to  have  formed  a  part  of  their 
report.  Presuming  that  some  mistake  had  caused  the 
omission,  I  addressed  a  note  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  upon  the  subject,  a  copy  of  whose 
reply  is  annexed.  I  likewise  addressed  a  note  to  the 
printers  of  Congress  upon  the  same  subject,  whose 
reply  is  likewise  annexed.  I  shall  write  to  the  chair- 
man, requesting  him  to  cause  it  to  be  restored  to  the 
proper  files.  I  deem  it  due  to  justice  to  give  the  whole 
publication  in  your  paper,  and  I  will  thank  you  to 
publish  It  without  delay. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  J.  MEIGS,  Jb. 

Clkrr's  Orrics,  House  of  Reps., 

March  6,  1821. 

Sir:  Yours  of  this  morning  is  before  me;  in  an- 
swer to  which  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  report 
by  Mr.  Phelps,  on   Saturday  evening,  was  received  i 
and  ordered  tu  lie   on   the  table,  (the  reading  having  ! 
l>een  dispensed  with,)  and  the  report  and  accompany- 
ing papers  ordered  to  be  printed.     I  never  opened  the  | 
papers,  and  therefore  can  only  say  that,  if  the  letter  j 
alluded   to  formed  part  of  the  documents,  it  will  be  | 
found  with   the  report,  which  is  yet  in  the  hands  of : 
.Messrs.  Gales  6c  Seaton,  as  printers  to  the  House  of ' 
Representatives  of  the  United  States.  . 

I  have    the   honor   to    be,    very  respectfully,   your  ! 
humble  servant,  j 

THO.   DOUGHERTY,   Clerk. 

Hon.  R.  J.  Meics,  Postmatitr  General.  I 

Washixgtox,  March  6,  1821.      j 

There  was  no  letter  from  the   Postmaster  General  , 
accompanying  the  second  report  of  the  committee  of 
investigation,  as  delivered  at  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  ! 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  undersigned.  , 

GALES  &  SEATON.      | 

General  Post  Office,  March  3,  1821. 

Sih:  It  was  stated  to  the  committee,  in  my  pre- 
vious verbal  communications,  that,  owing  to  the  state  \ 
of  war  and  other  circumstances,  the  contracts  for  car-  : 
rying  the  mail  between  Richmond  and  New  York,  and 
some  others,  were  partially  vacated  by  my  predecessor  ' 
in  1813,  and  new  agreements  wore  entered  into,  mak- 
ing adequate  compensation  for  tlie  service. 

It  seemed  to  be  considered  in  my  conversation  with 


!  the  committee  that  the  route  from  Washington  to 
Fredericksburg  was,  on  account  of  the  increased  pay 
to  Colonel  Tayloe,  the  strongest  case,  and  that  was 
taken  as  a  sample  for  investigation.  My  remarks  ia 
relation  to  that  route  apply  in  extenso  to  dl  the  others, 
with  the  exception  of  an  additional  trip  per  week  be> 
tween  Fredericksburg  and  Charlottesville,  and  betweea 
Charlottesville  and  Staunton.  I  am  now  advised  that 
another  portion  of  these  routes  has  been  started  in  th* 
committee  at  this  late  hour,  and  that  it  contains  tb» 
aggregate  paymenu  for  carrying  the  mail  on  thenutcs 
from  this  to  Fredericksburg,  already  discossed  and 
reported  on,  with  that  of  four  or  five  other  routes,  and 
that  those  are  contrasted  with  the  aggregate  of  the 
;  payments,  that  might  have  been  made  in  several  years, 
^  if  the  contracu  had  not  been  vacated.  But  it  has 
already  been  shown  that  the  carriage  of  the  mail,  ac- 
\  cording  to  the  contracts,  was  not  then  satisfactory  t« 
the  public ;  and  it  is  difficult  to  perceive  the  utility  of 
contrasting  an  operation  which  answers  its  object  with 
one  which  has  become  useless.  The  accumulation  of 
the  amount  of  expenditure  on  many  routes,  for  sev- 
eral  years,  serves  to  make  a  great  sum,  but  by  n« 
I  means  shows  its  disproportion  to  its  real  worth. 

But  it  seems  we  must  at  this  late  hour  recur  to  first 

principles ;  and  the  chairman  has  asked  if  I  had  a 

right  to  alter  contracts.     The  Postmaster  General  has 

by  law  the  power  of  causing  the  public  mails  to  bo 

!  transported   in  such  manner  as  he  shall  deem  expe* 

dient  and  most  promotive  of  the  public  interest.     The 

!  law  declares  "  that  he  shall  provide  for  the  carriage  of 

'■  the  mail  on  all  post  roads  that  are  or  may  be  estab- 

I  '  lished  by  law,  and  as  often  as  he,  having  regard  to 

I  *  the  productiveness  thereof,  and  other  circumsunces, 

'  may  think  proper."     And,  in   the  schedule  of  the 

contracts,  provision  is  made  for  any  alteration  which. 

the  Postmaster  General  shall  direct. 

In  a  country  like  this,  where  new  villages,  towns, 
counties,  and  even  States,  are  continually  rising,  the 
post  office  arrangements  cannot  be  permanent,  but 
must  vary  with  the  exigency  of  the  times.  It  was 
under  this  authority,  and  the  then  existing  circum- 
stances of  the  nation,  that  my  predecessor  made  the 
alteration,  which  produced  the  enlargement  of  expen- 
diture. 

When  I  afterwards  came  into  the  superintendencj 
of  the  department,  I  did  not  deem  it  decorous  or  expe- 
dient to  annul  the  arrangement  of  my  predecessor, 
supported  as  he  was,  in  that  arrangement,  by  the 
highest  authorities  of  the  nation.  But  if  I  had,  it 
would  not  have  been  practicable  on  this  route,  evea 
after  the  return  of  peace,  for,  as  I  had  stated  in  my 
communication  to  the  former  committee  of  investiga- 
tion, a  steamboat  had  been  established  between  this 
place  and  Fredericksburg. 

The  price  of  conveying  the  mail  by  contract  was 
predicated  on  its  being  carried  in  stages,  to  be  support- 
ed by  passengers.  This  price  was  altogether  below 
the  expense  of  carrying  it  in  curricles.  The  establish- 
ment of  the  steamboat  took  away  the  passengers,  and 
of  course  a  support  for  the  stages.  They  have  not 
run  since,  excepting  for  a  short  time  in  the  winter, 
when  they  cannot  carry  the  mail.  The  establishment 
of  the  steamboat  applied  with  hke  injury  to  the  stages 
running  between  Fredericksburg  and  Richmond ;  for 
the  steamboat  ran  to  suit  its  own  convenience,  and  not 
so  as  to  throw  its  passengers  into  a  line  of  stages  that 
could  carry  the  mail ;  and  no  alteration  could  be  made 
in  the  arrangement  of  the  mail  to  suit  that  object 
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without  producing  aD  inconTenience  to  the  large  cities 
from  which  roost  of  the  revenue  of  the  establishment 
WM  derived.  Bnt,  if  the  contracts  had  not  been  vaca- 
ted in  the  beginning,  no  material  advantage  could  have 
fceen  derived  from  it,  for  the  proprietors  could  not  have 
:aastained  the  expense  without  certain  loss,  if  not  ruin  ; 
and  new  contracts  would  have  been  as  high,  and  prob- 
ably much  higher.  If  the  committee  had  cause  to 
belie\'e  the  compensation  paid  to  the  con'ractors  too 
high,  the  contractors  were  at  hand  and  could  have 
been  summoned  to  show  their  actual  expenditures. 
They  could  have  given  them  all  the  minutis  in  that 
respect,  necessary  to  the  formation  of  a  proper  esti- 
mate. 

The  subject  has  been  in  the  hands  of  the  committee 
Vpwards  of  three  months.  The  chairman  has  indeed 
been  out  of  health  a  short  time  ;  but  there  has  been 
most  ample  time  for  a  full  investigation  when  the 
chairman  was  in  health. 

There  has  not  been  time,  since  your  commuuication 
of  the  amount  paid  for  carrying  the  mail  on  sundry  i 
routes  has  been  handed  me,  to  make  a  proper  compari-  ; 
son  and  statement  of  particulars.  But  I  find  it  em-  ' 
braces  payments  and  credits  for  services  in  1813,  for  : 
carrying  the  mail  between  Richmond  and  Charlottes-  i 
ville ;  for  express  mails  to  the  President,  and  for  ex-  i 
presses  sent  with  the  President's  despatches  in  relation 


in  the  affirinatire.     Mr.  Sergeant  moved  to  lay  it 
on  the  table;  which  was  negatived.     The  resolu- 
tion was  then  agreed  to.     The  Speaker  then  laid 
before  the  House  letters  from  E.  De  Krafft,  Elliot 
&  Irvine,   Davis  &   Force,  and   Gales   &,   Sea- 
ton,  offering  themselves  as  candidates  for  this  em- 
ployment ;  the  first  named  offering  to  do  the  work 
for  25  per  cent,  less  than  the  prices  established  by 
the  act  of  March  3,  1819,  and  the  second  named 
offering  to  do  it  for  25^  per  cent.  less.     An  attempt 
was  then  made  by  Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts, 
and  Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  to  suspend  or  dis- 
pense with   the  election ;  but  the  motion  for  that 
purpose  was  pronounced  out  of  order,  the  House 
having  determined  to  proceed  forthwith  to  the  elec- 
tion.    The  House  then  balloted  accordingly,  and 
the  tellers  (Mr.  Gross,  Mr.  Beecher,  and  Mr. 
Cobb)  reported  that  the  votes  were — 
For  Gales  &  Seaton       -        -        -        -    87 
Elliot  &  Irvine        -        -        -        -    31 
Davis  &  Force        -        ...      9 

E.  De  Krafft 6 

and  that  Gales  &  Seaton  were  of  course  elected. 
In  the  Senate,  the  election  look  place  on  the 
same  day,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bahbocr.     The 


to  the  conclusion  of  peace;  but  the  whole  amount  has  i  votes  in  that  body  were 


not  yet  been  ascertained.     In  concluding  my  remarks, 
you  will  permit  me  very  respectfully  to  add.  that,  in 
investigating  the  concerns  of  the  General  Post  Office  j 
the  office  itself  would   seem   to  be  the  propt- r  theatre  1 
for  operation.     There  the  books,  papers,  officers,  and  j 
clerks,  are  all  at  hand,  to  show  what  may  be  desired,  I 
and  to  elucidate  what  might   appear  to   be  doubtful,  j 
These  the  condensed  statements  rendered  to  the  Treas-  I 
ury  can  neither  show  nor  elucidate.     And  here,  al-  1 
though  I  have  had  the  pleasure  to  see  all  the  other 
members  of  the  committee,  I   have  not  had    that  o( 
seeing  yourself^  the  chairman,  at  whose  instance  the  ' 
investigation  was  instituted.     I  am  sensible    that    a  ; 
practical  economy  is  everywhere  due  to  the  principles 
of  thia  Government ;  and,  though  a  decided  friend  to 
official  responsibility,  I  may  be  permitted  to  observe, 
that  the  chief  of  a  Department  has  every  motive,  of 
loyalty  to  his  nation,  of  honor,  and  of  justice  to  his 
own  moral  and  legal  obligation,  and  of  respect  to  his 
own  reputation,  to  avoid  an  unnecessary  and  prodigal 
disbursement  of  public  moneys.     If  a  contrary  pre- 
sumption is  to  prevail,  the  rule  of  law  is  reversed,  and 
a  system  of  political  ethics  is  to  be  introduced  founded 
on  palpable  error  and  injustice. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

R.  J.  MEIGS,  Jr. 
Hon.  E.  Ph^lp»,  Chairman,  4c. 

ELECTION  OF    PRINTER. 

Mr.  Cocke  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
viz: 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will  forthwith  proceed  10 
ballot  for  a  printer  to  execute  its  work  during  the  next 
Congress,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  resolution 
"  directing  the  manner  in  which  the  printing  of  Con- 

*  gress  shall  be  executed  ;  fixing  the  prices  thereof,  and 

*  prov  iding  for  the  appointment  of  a  printer  or  printers," 
passed  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1819. 

The  Speaker  put  the  previous  question  of  con- 
sideration on  this  motion,  and  it  was  determined 
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For  Gales  &  Seaton 
Scattering 

The  House  proceeded   to  con.sidcr  the  bill  to 
amend  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  regulating  pro 
cess  m  the  courts  of  the  United   States-"  "-^ — 


upon.  It  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 


third  time  to-day. 

The  House  then 
P.M. 


where- 
read  a 


adjourned   until  five  o'clock, 


Hce  o'clork,  P.  M. 
Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit: 
'•  An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the 
gradual  increase  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States ;" 
and  "An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled 


*An  act  for 

the   United 

time,  and 


regulating   process   in  the  courts  of 
States :"  were  severally  read  the  third 
passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish 
an  additional  Land  Office  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,"  was  read  the  third  time ;  when 

Mr.  Rod.-)  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table ;  which 
motion  bein^  negatived,  the  question  was  taken, 
Shall  the  bill  pas.s?  and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  ;  and, 
after  soriie  time  spent  therein,  the  Speaker  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Lathrop  reported  that  the 
Committee  had  again  had  the  state  of  the  Union 
under  consideration,  and  directed  him  to  report  the 
bill  thereto  committed  on  the  27th  February  ulti- 
mo, for  carrying  into  execution  the  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain,  concluded  at  Wash- 
ington the  22d  of  February,  1819,  with  several 
amendments ;  which  were  read,  and  concurred  in 
by  the  House. 

The  bill  was  then  further  amended  ;  and 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Allen,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, further  to  amend  the  same  by  inserting 
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after  the  word  Territories,  where  it  first  occurs  in 
the  second  section,  these  words :  "  not  incompati- 
ble with  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States;"  so  that  the  civil,  military,  and  judicial 
powers  exercised  by  the  Spanish  authorities  with- 
in the  territories  of  East  and  West  Florida,  and 
which  are  established  by  the  said  bill  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  said  territories  until  otherwise  provided, 
shall  "  not  be  incompatible  with  the  Constitution 
and  laws  of  the  United  States." 

And  the  question  being  taken  to  agree  to  this 
amendment,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  to-day. 

The  House  a^in  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Speaker  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cobb  reported  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  again  had  the  state  of  the  Union  under 
consideration,  and  directed  him  to  report  the  bill 
thereto  committed  on  the  26th  of  February  ultimo, 
to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
borrow  a  sum  not  exceeding  four  millions  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  without  amendment.   \ 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  to-day. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz  : 

"An  act  for  carrying  into  execution  the  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  concluded 
at  W^ashington,  the  22d  of  February,  1819;"  and 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  borrow  a  sura  not  exceeding  four  million 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars,"  were  severally  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Edwards,  of  North 
Carolina,  that  the  several  orders  of  the  day  which 
precede  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  for  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  within  the  State  of  Missouri,"  be 
postponed  for  the  purpose  of  taking  that  bill  into 
consideration.  This  motion  was  negatived  by  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  to  continue 
in  force  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  the 
currency  within  the  United  States  of  the  gold 
coins  of  Great  Britain,  France,  Portugal,  and 
Spain,"  passed  the  29th  day  of  April,  1816,  so  far 
as  the  same  relates  to  the  crowns  and  fiverfranc 
pieces  of  France,  be  discharged  from  the  consider- 
ation thereof,  and  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gen- 
eral Robert  Swartwout."  /Whereupon,  it  was 
ordered  that  the  bill  be  committed  to  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House  to-day. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  said  bill;  which  was  re- 
ported without  amendment,  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Shields  and 
others ;"  which  was  reported  without  amendment, 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue 
in  force  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  regulating  the  cur- 
rency within  the  United  States  of  the  gold  coins 
of  Great  Britain,  France,  Portugal,  and  Spain." 
passed  the  29th  day  of  April,  1816,  so  far  as  the 
same  relates  to  the  crowns  and  five-franc  pieces  of 
France,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  salaries  of 
the  commissioners  and  agents  appointed  under  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent.  The  bill  was  reported  with 
sundry  amendments,  which  were  concurred  in  by 
the  House;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  elected  Gales  &  Seaton 
printers,  on  their  part,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  March,  1819.  They 
have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1821,"  with  an  amendment,  in 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  "  making  appropriations  for  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  United  btates  for  the  year  1821,"  were 
read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to-day. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  W^hole  on  the  said  amendments ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  re- 
ported their  disagreement  to  tne  same.  The  ques- 
tion was  then  taken  to  concur  with  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  in  their  disagreement  to  the  said 
amendments,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  of  this  House 
of  the  following  title,  viz :  "An  act  to  continue  in 
force  an  act  entitled  'An  act  regulating  the  cur- 
rency within  the  United  States  of  the  gold  coins 
of  Great  Britain,  France,  Portugal,  and  Spain," 
passed  on  the  29th  day  of  April,  1816,  so  far  as  the 
same  relates  to  the  crowns  and  five-franc  pieces  of 
France,"  with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Another  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  of  this 
House  of  the  following  title,  viz :  "An  act  to  au- 
thorize the  President  of  the  United  States  to  bor- 
row a  sum  not  exceeding  four  millions  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,"  with  amendments,  in  which 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  establishing 
the  salaries  of  the  commissioners  and  agents  ap- 
pointed under  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

THANKS  TO  THE  SPEAKER. 

Mr.  Clay  rose,  and  addressed  the  House  to  the 
following  effect : 

I  rise  to  submit  a  motion,  which,  if  it  should 
conciliate  the  general  concurrence  of  this  House, 
I  shall  be  extremely  glad.  The  present  session 
was  commenced  under  very  unpleasant  auspices. 
In  the  appointment  of  a  presiding  officer  of  the 
House,  the  first  manifestation  was  made  of  that 
unfortunate  division  of  opinion  which  hats  been 
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the  peculiar  characteristic  of  the  session.  The 
storm  has  happilv  subsided,  aod  we  have  the  great 
satisfaction  to  benold  the  ship  of  our  Confederacy 
unimpaired  by  its  rage;  her  hull,  her  rigging,  and 
her  patriotic  crew  completely  fit  for  a  long  and 
glorious  voyage,  under  the  star-spangled  banner 
which  proudly  floats  aloft. 

The  moral  of  that  agitating  drama,  of  which  for 
more  than  two  years  past  our  country  has  been 
the  theatre,  is  that,  whilst  our  Federal  Union  is 
admirably  fitted  to  accomplish  all  the  national 
purposes  for  which  it  was  intended,  there  are  deli- 
cate subjects,  exclusively  appertaining  to  the  sev- 
eral States,  which  cannot  be  touched  out  by  them, 
without  the  greatest  hazard  to  the  public  tranquil- 
lity. They  resemble  those  secluded  apartments  in 
our  respective  domicils,  which  are  dedicated  to 
family  privacy,  into  which  our  nearest  and  best 
neighbors  should  not  enter.  Let  us  terminate  the 
session  by  making  that  officer  the  depository  of 
our  entire  reconciliation,  whose  election  first  eli- 
cited our  divisions,  and  whose  situation  has  been 
extremely  arduous  and  difficult.  For  my  part,  I 
have  great  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  assiduity, 
impartiality,  ability,  and  promptitude,  with  which 
he  has  administered  the  duties  of  the  Chair  since 
Twas  able  to  take  my  seat.  I  move  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  thank*  of  this  House  be  given  to 
the  honorable  Johv  W.  Titlob,  for  the  assidaity, 
promptitude,  and  ability,  with  which  he  has  adminia- 
tered  the  duties  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  (who  was  temporarily 
m  the  Chair,)  having  stated  the  question — 

Mr.  Rhea  said  he  hoped  this  resolution  would 
obtain  an  unanimous  vote.  He  had  been  Ion*'  a 
member  of  this  House,  and  he  had  never  seen  the 
duties  of  the  Chair  discharged  more  satisfactorily 
than  by  the  present  Speaker. 

Mr.  Hardin  said,  that  it  was  with  great  satis- 
faction he  should  vote  for  t!jis  resolution,  because 
It  met  his  entire  approbation.  To  be  candid,  the 
Speaker  had,  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the 
Chair,  far  outgone  his  expectations;  and  he  would 
vote  him  the  thanks  proposed  with  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
resolution,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  one 
negative  voice  only  being  heard. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments  to  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  military  service  ot  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1821,"  except  the  latter  part 
of  the  last  of  the  said  amendments,  from  which 
latter  they  recede. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
from  the  Senate  informing  this  House  that  they 
msist  on  certain  of  their  amendments  to  the  bill 
entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
mihtary  service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
1821."  Whereupon,  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr 
Hardin,  resolved  that  this  House  doth  insist  on 
their  disagreement  to  the  amendments  aforesaid. 


[The  following  is  the  substance  of  Mr.  Simkins's 
remarks  on  the  motion  to  insist  on  the  disagree- 
ment of  the  House  to  the  Senate's  amendments  of 
the  military  appropriation  bill,] 

I  hope,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  neither  the  extraordi- 
nary zeal  of  the  member  from  Kentucky  (Mi. 
Hardin)  or  of  the  member  from  Maryland  (Mr. 
Smith)  against  the  amendments  to  this  bill,  made 
by  the  Senate,  wHl  prevent  the  House  giving  them 
that  most  serious  and  deliberate  consideration  to 
which  they  are  entitled.  Sir,  it  has  be<n  sonie- 
what  fashionable,  in  this  House,  not  only  to  di^- 
trust  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Government,  but 
to  reject  their  acts,  with  a  haste  and  an  impatience 
bordering  on  contempt.  I  do  not  think  that  a 
body  so  grave  and  dignified  has  deserved  such 
treatment.  On  the  contrary,  it  must  be  admitted, 
by  all  impartial  men,  that  for  two  years  past  its 
wisdom  and  firmness  have  rescued  this  nation  from 
the  most  disastrous  mea-sures.  Dislike  as  we 
may  the  opposition  of  this  branch  of  our  Legisla- 
ture to  certain  favorite  doctrines  and  favorite  mea- 
sures impetuously  urged  upon  us  by  the  majority 
of  this  House,  yet  we  shall  be  compelled  to  respect 
it,  as  a  barrier  to  great  evils,  and  as  a  body  to 
which  the  people  look  with  anxious  and  increas- 
ing solicitude. 

The  member  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Hardin)  says, 
that  every  thing  wears  the  appearance  of  bustle 
and  activity  of  preparation,  as  if  we  were  about 
to  be  involved  in  war.     Nothing,  sir,  can  be  fur- 
ther from  the  fact.     The  Senate  amend  our  bUl 
by  adding  a  comparatively  small  sum,  say  about 
$2(X),000,  for  carrying  on  the  most  indispensable 
fortifications  of  our  country,  placed  with  the  most 
perfect  skill,  and  after  accurate  and  skilful  surveys 
on  our  exposed  points  ;  a  sum  altogether  but  little 
more  than  one  half  of  what  has  been  appropriated 
for  a  series  of  years ;  and  the  gentleman  calls  this 
a  great  preparation  lor  war.     Sir,  so  far  from  pre- 
paring for  those  perilous  exigencies  which  must 
arise,  we  are  retrograding  into  a  state  of  apathy 
most  alarming  to  every  American  who  can  extend 
his  views  beyond  the  present  moment.     We  as- 
sume to  ourselves  a  wisdom  which  brands  with 
the  imputation  of  folly  and  extravagance  every 
session  of  Congress  since  the  late  war.     Eight 
hundred  thousand  dollars  annually  has  been  most 
deliberately  resolved  upon  as  the  sum  necessary  for 
these  important  works  for  several  years,  and  now 
you  reduce  it  down  to  $300,000,  without  a  solitary 
reason  to  justify  you.     I  say  without  a  shadow  of 
reason  ;  for  who  will  say  that  these  works  are  less 
important  with  an  exhausted  Treasury  than   they 
were  with  a  full  one  ?     You  last  year  appropriated 
$800,000,  and  allow  the  Secretary  of  War  to  make 
contracts  for  thi>  year,  in  some  degree,  at  least, 
roportioned  to  a  similar  appropriation.     After  he 
as  made  the  contracts,  and  pledged  the  faith  of 
the  nation,  you  desert  him,  by  offering  a  small 
sum   which  will  not  cover  them,  and  but  little 
more  than  preserve  the  works  and  materials.     You 
break  the  faith  of  the  nation,  ruin  public  contrac- 
tors, and  send  them  petitioning  at  your  heels,  for 
years,  for  damages  sustained   by  your  conduct; 
and  which  you  will  be  compelled  in  the  end  to 
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pay.  This  is  not  all.  You  so  prostrate  the  Uni- 
ted States'  credit  that  nobody  will  work  for  you 
without  double  price.  Besides  this,  you  impede, 
and  finally  will  endanger,  the  important  defences 
of  the  country.  Fortifications  placed  at  proper 
poiats,  and  well  built,  have  been  determined,  by 
the  universal  consent  of  all  ages  and  nations,  to 
be  of  infinite  moment ;  and  yet  it  is  found  out  by 
the  talent  and  wisdom  of  this  Congress,  and  of 
this  Congress  alone,  that  they  are  of  Tittle  import- 
ance, and  have  been  pronounced  by  some  gentle- 
men to  be  absolutely  worthless !  This  Congress 
may  be  the  wisest  of  any,  but  its  policy  is  diamet- 
rically opposed  to  the  policy  of  every  session  since 
the  war.  Indeed,  we  have  heard  some  gentlemen 
pinning  their  whole  faith  on  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  have  given  a  decided  pref- 
erence to  the  sweeping  judgment  of  this  commit- 
tee, not  a  member  of  which  will  pretend  even  to 
have  become  scientifically  acquainted  with  the  sub- 
ject of  engineering,  afainst  the  opinions  of  all 
your  officers,  and  particularly  against  some  of  the 
first  engineers  that  ever  adorned  the  scientific  an- 
nals of  any  country  on  earth  ! 

The  chairman  of  that  committee  has  boldly 
taken  upon  himself  the  responsibility  of  condemn- 
ing the  fort  on  Dauphin  Island  as  utterlv  useles.s. 
I  will  not  detain  the  House  further  on  this  point 
than  to  say,  that  it  has  been  demonstrated  by  the 
gentlemen  from  Louisiana  and  Kentucky  f  Messrs. 
Butler  and  Johnson)  that  this  fort  will  effec- 
tually command  the  waters  of  a  spacious  and  deep 
harbor,  which  a  naval  enemy  would  instantly  pos- 
sess, and,  with  it,  seize  Dauphin  Island,  which 
would  give  them  a  secure  and  perfect  foot-hold, 
from  which  they  would  not  only  destroy  our  trade 
up  the  bay,  but  annoy  the  whole  adjacent  country, 
stop  the  communication  to  New  Orleans  by  the 
lake,  and  materially  injure  Pensacola.  This  is  no 
dream ;  the  facts  are  palpwible  to  every  man  who 
has  actually  examined  the  country,  and  yet  such 
men  are  flatly  contradicted  by  members  here,  not 
distinguished  for  military  science,  and  who  have 
never  for  a  moment  placed  their  eyes  on  the  spot ! 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky/^Mr.  Hardin) 
says  the  best  means  of  defence  is  to  make  the  people 
easy  and  happy,  by  lightening  their  burdens.  Sir, 
we  have  never  imposed  any  burdet\;s ;  and,  from  the 
temper  of  this  House,  can  it  be  supposed  that  any 
ever  will  be  imposed  ?  In  truth,  it  seems  that 
every  institution  would  be  prostrated,  destroyed, 
and  sunk,  sooner  than  tax  the  people ;  although 
they  would  never  hesitate  to  pay  taxes  indispen- 
sable to  the  due  and  vigorous  and  proper  support 
of  the  Government.  Taxes  present  no  such  fright- 
ful and  hideous  monster  to  the  people  as  they  are 
represented  here.  They  are,  to  be  sure,  the  con- 
stant, never  ceasing  bugbear  presented  to  our  view, 
whenever  an  army,  navy,  or  fortifications,  are  to 
be  preserved  and  perfected.  It  seems  to  be  no 
crime  to  make  the  people  pay  taxes  indirectly,  by 
way  of  impost ;  whilst  it  is  horrible,  and  unpar- 
donable, past  endurance,  to  ask  these  same  people 
to  pay  taxes  directly  levied  upon  them.  It  is  lau- 
dable, if  you  can  cheat  them  into  the  payment, 
but   past  forgiveness,  if  you  openly  tell  them  to 


pay  !  It  is,  however,  matter  of  joy  that  our  essen- 
tial preparations  may  be  preserved  for  many  years 
to  come,  and  perfected  without  the  imposition  of 
a  single  additional  tax  of  any  kind,  notwithstand- 
ing the  eternal  noise  made  aoout  taxes. 

Sir,  a  single  hour  will  put  an  end  to  my  exist- 
ence as  a  member  of  this  body ;  but  I  cannot  take 
my  leave  without  expressing  my  most  unfeigned 
sorrow  at  the  ruinous  fluctuating  policy  now  pur- 
sued by  the  representatives  of  the  people.  I  hope 
(and  tne  hope  is  indeed  faint)  that  we  shall  agree 
to  the  amendments  made  by  the  Senate. 

CLOSING  BUSINESS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
'•An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  borrow  a  suni  not  exceeding  four  rail- 
lions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars-,  and  the 
same  being  read  twice,  were  disagreed  to. 

That  portion  of  the  said  biil  to  which  the  third 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  applies,  reads 
thus,  viz  :  "  reimbursable  at  the  will  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  at  the  will  of  the  creditor,  at  any 
time  after  the  first  day  of  January,  1835." 

The  third  amendment  of  the  Senate  proposes 
to  strike  out  the  words,  aid  at  the  tciU  of  (he  creditor. 

Mr.  Barbour  moved  to  amend  the  said  third 
amendment  so  as  to  make  the  aforesaid  clause  in 
the  bill  read  thus  :  '"  reimbursable  at  the  will  of  the 
Government  at  any  time  before  the  first  day  of 
January,  1835  ;  and  at  the  will  either  of  the  Gov- 
ernment or  the  creditor,  at  any  time  after  that 
period." 

And  the  question  being  taken  to  agree  to  this 
amendment,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative ; 
and  the  said  amendment  was  then  concurred  in 
by  the  House.  ^ 

The  amendment  prop)osed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act, 
entitled  'An  act  regulating  the  currency  within 
the  United  States  ot  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, France,  Portugal,  and  Spain,'  passed  on  the 
29th  day  of  April,  1816,  so  far  as  the  same  relates 
to  the  crowns  and  five-franc  pieces  of  France,'* 
was  read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Cannon,  that  the 
several  orders  of  the  day  which  precede  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relifef  of 
the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  the  late  cam- 
paign against  the  Seminole  Indians"  be  postponed, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  that  bill  into  consid- 
eration. 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Sergeant  moved  that  the  several  orders  of 
the  day  which  precede  the  bill  authorizing  Benja- 
min H.  Rand  to  import  a  certain  piece  of  plate 
free  of  duty,  be  postponed,  for  the  purpose  of  tak- 
ing that  bill  into  consideration.  This  motion  was 
rejected  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  sev- 
eral orders  of  the  day,  which  precede  the  bill  to 
abolish  imprisonment  for  debtj  be  postponed,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  the  bill  into  consideration. 
This  motion  was  rejected  by  the  House. 
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A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
OF  THE  United  States,  as  follows: 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  .• 

The  treaty  concluded  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Kickapoo  tribe  of  Indians,  on  the  dOth  of 
July,  1820,  having  been  ratified,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  I  now  lay  a  copy  of 
the  said  treaty  before  the  House  of  Representatives, 
in  order  to  such  legislative  provisions  being  made  as 
may  be  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  stipulations 
therein  contained,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

JAMES  MOr^ROE. 

Washixgtok,  iWorcA  3,  1821. 

The  Message  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force 
for  a  further  time  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  for 
establishing  trading  houses  with  the  Indian  tribes." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Storrs  to  amend 
the  said  bill,  by  striking  out  June,  and  inserting 
February,  so  as  to  limit  the  continuance  of  the  said 
act  to  the  1st  day  of  February,  182-,  instead  of 
the  1st  day  of  June,  182-,  as  provided  for  in  the 
said  bill. 

The  question  being  taken  to  agree  to  this  amend- 
ment, it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  authorizing  the  settlement  of 
the  accounts  of  the  late  Le  Roy  Opie,  were  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  thereof,  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time  to-day. 

Mr.  Fuller  moved  that  the  several  orders  of 
the  day,  which  precede  the  bill  to  incorporate  the 
United  States  Naval  Association,  for  the  relief  of 
the  families  of  deceased  officers,  be  postponed  for 
^he  purpose  at  taking  that  bill  into  consideration. 
This  motion  was  rejected  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Rhea  moved  that  the  several  orders  of  the 
day,  which  precede  the  bill  concerning  invalid 
pensioners,  be  postponed,  for  thepurpose  of  taking 
that  bill  into  consideration.  This  motion  was 
rejected  by  the  House.  ^ 

Mr.  Samuel  Moore  moved  that  the  several 
orders  of  the  day,  which  precede  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  explanatory  of  the  act 
for  the  relief  of  James  Leander  Cathcart,"  passed 
May  15,  1820,  be  postponed  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  that  bill  into  consideration.  This  motion 
was  rejected  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Culpeper  moved  that  the  several  orders 
of  the  dav,  which  precede  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, entitled  "  An  act  fw  the  relief  of  Ebenezer 
Stevens,  and  Austin  L.  Sands,  legal  representa- 
tives of  Richardson  Sands,  deceased,  and  others," 
be  postponed,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  that  bill 
mto  consideration.  This  motion  was  rejected  by 
the  House. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  that  the  sev- 
eral orders  of  the  day,  which  precede  the  bill  from 
<he  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Whitehead  and  others,"  be  postponed  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  that  bill  into  consideration. 
This  motion  was  rejected  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Cannon,  that  the 


Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  the 
late  campaign  against  the  Seminole  Indians,"  be 
discharged  from  the  consideration  thereof 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  late  Le  Roy 
Opie,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Johnson  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is  committed 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  within  the  State  of  Missouri,"  be  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  thereof 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Cobb  then  moved  that  the  several  orders 
of  the  day  which  precede  the  said  bill  be  postponed, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  same  into  considera- 
tion. This  motion  was  also  negatived  by  the 
House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments  dis- 
agreed to  by  the  House  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  borrow  a  sum  not  exceeding  four  rail- 
lions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,"  and  ask  a 
conference  upon  the  subject-matter  of  the  disa- 
gre«?ing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  said 
amendments ;  to  which  conference  they  have  ap- 
pointed managers  on  their  part.  The  Senate 
further  insist  on  their  amendments  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1821," 
and  ask  a  conference  upon  the  subject-matter  of 
the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the 
said  amendments  ;  to  which  conference  they  have 
appointed  managers  on  their  part. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
from  the  Senate  informing  this  House  that  they 
insist  on  their  amendments,  disagreed  to  by  this 
House  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  borrow  a 
sum  not  exceeding  four  millions  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars ;"  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  do  recede  from  their 
disagreement  to  the  said  amendments. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
from  the  Senate  asking  a  conference  upon  the 
subject  of  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
on  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  military  service  of  the  United  Slates  for  the 
year  1821  :"  whereupon 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
conference  asked  by  the  Senate  upon  the  subject 
of  the  amendments  depending  to  the  said  bill,  and 
that  managers  be  appointed  to  attend  the  same  on 
their  part. 

Mr.  Hardin,  Mr.  Tracy,  and  Mr.  Cobb,  were 
appointed  managers  in  pursuance  of  the  foregoing 
resolution. 

Mr.  Wood  moved  that  the  several  orders  of  the 
day  which  precede  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
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titled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer  Stevens, 
and  Austin  L.  Sands,  legal  representatives  of  Rich- 
ardson Sands,  deceased,  and  others,"  be  postponed, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  that  bill  into  considera- 
tion. This  motion  was  again  rejected  by  the 
House. 

Mr.  Cannon  moved  that  the  several  orders  of 
the  day  which  precede  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and 
volunteers  engaged  in  the  late  campaign  against 
the  Seminole  Indians,"  be  postponed,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  that  bill  into  consideration.  This 
motion  was  again  rejected  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Beecher  moved  that  the  bill  from  the  Seri- 
ate, entitled  "An  act  supplemental  to  an  act,  enti- 
tled 'An  act  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners to  lay  out  the  road  therein  mentioned," 
be  now  read  the  second  time ;  and  the  question 
being  taken  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  neg- 
ative. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bills  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  adjudication 
and  {Miyment  of  claims  arising  under  the  Treaty 
of  Amity,  Settlement,  and  Limits,  between  the 
United  States  and  His  Catholic  Majesty  ;"  and 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  President  ol  the  United 
States  to  take  po.ssession  of  East  and  West  Flor- 
ida, and  establish  a  temporary  government  there- 
in ;"  and  that  the  said  bills  lie  on  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Rhea,  that  the  sev- 
eral orders  of  the  day  which  precede  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  the  late  cam- 
paign against  the  Seminole  Indians,"  be  postponed, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  that  bill  into  considera- 
tion. This  motion  was  again  rejected  by  the 
House. 

Mr.  Hardin,  from  the  managers  appointed  on 
the  part  of  this  House  to  attend  a  conference  with 
the  managers  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate, 
upon  the  subject  of  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
two  Houses  on  the  amendments  depending  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  1821,"  reported,  that  they  had  met  the  man- 
agers on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  conferred 
freely  upon  the  subjects  committed  to  them ;  that 
they  had  agreed  to  recommend  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  recede  from  their  disagreement 
to  the  residue  of  the  fourth  amendment  of  the 
Senate,  containing  an  appropriation  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  treaty  concluded  on  the  30lhof  July 
last,  between  the  United  States  and  the  Kickapoo 
tribe  of  Indians  ;  and  that  they  could  come  to  no 
agreement  whatever  upon  the  subject  of  the  other 
amendments  depending  to  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  Hardin  then  moved  that  this  House  adhere 
to  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendments,  with 
the  exception  of  the  residue  of  the  fourth.  Pend- 
ing the  question  on  this  motion,  a  message  was 
received  from  the  Senate  informing  the  House 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  all  their  amendments 


to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  1821." 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  wait  upon 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  inform 
him  that  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  are  about  to 
adjourn,  if  he  has  no  further  communicatioris  to 
make  to  them,  and  have  appointed  a  committee 
on  their  part. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House ;  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and 
Mr.  CusHMAN,  were  appointed  of  the  said  com- 
mittee, on  the  part  of  this  House. 

THE  SPE.\KER'S  ADDRESS. 

Mr.  Taylor,  the  Speaker,  rose  and  addressed 
the  House,  as  follows  : 
Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

Deeply  penetrated  with  a  eense  of  the  kindness  and 
liberality,  which,  in  terms,  and  from  a  source  the  most 
6attering,  have  dictated  the  recent  expression  of  your 
approbation,  I  shall  ever  esteem  it  the  highest  reward 
of  my  public  services.  If  the  duties  of  the  Chair 
have  been  discharged  in  any  degree  to  your  satisfac- 
tion, it  is  attributable  chiefly  to  those  feelings  of  gen- 
erosity which  have  covered  my  numerous  errors,  and 
which  have  rendered  to  purity  of  motive  the  deference 
due  to  superior  merit.  My  inexperience  has  been  com- 
pensated by  your  prudent  counsels,  and  by  a  dignified 
deportment,  which  has  seldom  required  the  interposi- 
tion of  a  presiding  officer. 

Entertaining,  gentlemen,  for  every  member  of  this 
House  no  other  sentiment  than  respect  and  friendship  ; 
endeared  to  many  by  recollections  of  united  delibera- 
tion and  effort,  in  a  period  of  great  national  embarrass- 
ment ;  and  grateful  to  all  for  the  magnanimous  sup- 
port which  constantly  has  been  afforded  me,  I  shall 
never  cease  to  rejoice  in  your  individual  welfare. 

Carry  with  you,  gentlemen,  to  the  bosom  of  your 
families  and  friends  my  best  wishes  for  your  prosperity, 
and,  under  the  protecting  care  of  a  benign  Providence, 
may  each  of  you  enjoy  the  continued  confidence  of 
the  wise  and  good,  and  largely  contribute  to  perpeta- 
ale  the  union  and  glory  of  our  common  country. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  joint  com- 
mittee appointed  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  inform  him  that  the/two  Houses 
of  Congress  -are  about  to  adjourn  if  he  has  no  fur- 
ther communications  to  make  to  them,  reported 
that  the  committee  had  waited  upon  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  was  informed  by  him 
that  he  had  no  further  communications  to  make 
to  Congress  at  the  present  session. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate,  having  completed  the  Legislative 
business  before  them,  are  now  ready  to  adjourn. 

A  message  was  then  sent  to  the  Senate,  by  the 
Clerk  to  inform  them  that  the  House  is  also  ready 
to  adjourn. 

The  Clerk  having  gone  with  the  said  message, 
and  being  returned,  the  Speaker  adjourned  the 
House  sine  die. 
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INAUGURATION  OF   THE  PRESIDENT. 

[From  the  National  Intelligencer,  of  Tuwday,  March  6,  1821.] 


I-     I 


The  inauguration  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  whose  second  term  of  service  commenced 
yesterday,  took  place  according  to  previous  ar- 
rangement. The  oath  of  office  having  been  ad- 
ministered to  the  President,  by  Chief  Justice  Mar- 
shall, he  delivered  the  speech  which  will  be  found 
annexed. 

The  day  proved  very  unfavorable  for  the  at- 
tendance of  spectators,  there  having  fallen  during 
the  preceding  night  a  ^ood  deal  of  snow  and 
rain;  notwithstanding  which,  an  immense  crowd 
thronged  the  doors  ot  the  Capitol.  The  number 
of  persons  who  obtained  admission  within  the 
walls  of  the  Representatives'  chamber  ( gallery  of 
course  included)  could  not  have  been  less  than 
two  thousand. 

There  was  not  much  form  about  this  ceremony, 
which,  in  truth,  requires  no  form  but  the  forms  of 
decency  and  decorum ;  but  the  scene  was  not  the 
less  impressive.  The  President  was  placed  on  the 
platform  in  front  of  the  Speaker's  Chair ;  the 
Chief  Justice  stood  by  his  side  during  the  delivery 
of  the  speech.  The  Associate  Judges,  the  Presi- 
<lent  of  the  Senate,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  the  Heads  of  Departments,  and 
many  of  our  distinguished  Military  and  Naval 
Officers,  were  near  him.  Assigned  to  their  proper 
places  were  the  members  of  the  various  Foreign 
Legations,  The  seats  in  the  interior  were  prm- 
cipally  occupied  by  a  numerous  collection  of  la- 
dies; and  all  around,  above,  and  below,  were 
countless  numbers  of  the  people,  of  whom,  without 
discrimination,  as  many  were  admitted,  after  the 
ladies  and  privileged  persons  were  seated,  as  the 
room  could  accommodate.  On  the  entrance  and 
exit  of  the  President,  the  music  of  the  Marine 
Band  enlivened  the  scene,  which  was  altogether 
characterized  by  simple  grandeur  and  splendid 
simplicity. 

It  is  well,  considering  the  great  crowd  which 
filled  the  avenues  to  the  door  of  the  Representa- 
tives' chamber,  and  pressed  onwards  for  admit- 
tance, that  no  accident  occurred  to  mar  the  en- 
joyment of  those  who  had  the  pleasure  to  witness 
this  truly  Republican  ceremony. 


INAUGURAL  SPEECH. 

Yesterday,  at  12  o'clock,  on  taking  the  oath  to 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the 
following  speech  was  delivered  by  James  Mon- 
roe, President  of  the  United  States: 

FiLLow-ciTizExs  :  I  shall  not  attempt  to  describe 
the  grateful  emotions  which  the  new  and  very  dietin- 
gaished  proof  of  the  confidence  of  my  fellow-citizene, 


evinced  by  my  re-election  to  this  high  trust,  has  ez* 
cited  in  my  bosom.  The  approbation  which  it  an< 
nouncrs  of  my  conduct,  in  the  preceding  term,  aflurds 
me  a  consolation  which  I  »hall  profoundly  feel  through 
life.  The  general  accord  with  which  it  has  b«en  ex- 
pressed,  adds  to  the  great  and  never-ce«sing  obUgft- 
tions  which  it  imposes.  To  merit  the  continuance  of 
this  good  opinion,  and  to  carry  it  with  me  into  my  re- 
tirement,  as  the  solace  of  advancing  years,  will  be  the 
object  of  my  most  zealous  and  unceasing  efforts. 

Having  no  pretension  to  the  high  and  commanding 
claims  of  my  predecessors,  whose  names  are  so  much 
more  conspicuously  identified  with  our  Revolution, 
and  who  contributed  so  pre-eminently  to  promote  its 
success,  I  consider  myself  rather  as  the  instrument 
than  the  cause  of  the  union  which  has  prevailed  in  the 
late  election.  In  surmounting,  in  favor  of  my  humble 
pretensions,  the  difficulties  which  so  often  produce 
division  in  like  occurrences,  it  is  obvious  that  othtr 
powerful  causes,  indicating  the  great  strength  and 
stability  of  our  Union,  have  essentially  contributed  to 
draw  you  together.  That  these  powerful  cauaes  ex- 
ist, and  that  they  are  permanent,  is  my  fixed  opinion  ; 
that  they  may  produce  a  like  accord  in  all  questions, 
touching,  however  remotely,  the  liberty,  prosperity, 
and  happiness  of  our  country,  will  always  be  the  ob- 
ject of  my  most  ferven  t  prayers  to  the  Supreme  Author 
of  all  good.  • 

In  a  Government  which  is  founded  by  the  people, 
who  possess  exclusively  the  sovereignty,  it  seems  proper 
that  the  person  who  may  be  placed  by  their  suflragea 
in  this  high  trust,  fihould  declare,  on  commencing  its 
duties,  the  principles  on  which  he  intends  to  conduct 
the  Administration.  If  the  person,  thus  elected,  has 
served  the  preceding  term,  an  opportunity  is  afTorded 
him  to  review  its  principal  occurrences,  and  to  give 
such  further  explanation  respecting  them  as,  in  his 
judgment,  may  be  useful  to  his  constituents.  The 
events  of  one  year  have  influence  on  those  of  another  ; 
and,  in  like  manner,  of  a  preceding  on  the  succeeding 
Administration.  The  movements  of  a  great  nation 
are  connected  in  all  their  parts.  If  errors  have  been 
committed,  they  ought  to  be  corrected  ;  if  the  policy  is 
sound,  it  ought  to  be  supported.  It  is  by  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  whole  subject  that  our  fellow-citizens 
are  enabled  to  judge  correctly  of  the  past,  and  to  give 
a  proper  direction  to  the  future. 

Just  before  the  commencement  of  the  last  term,  the 
United  States  had  concluded  a  war  with  a  very  power- 
ful nation,  on  conditions  equal  and  honorable  to  both 
parties.  The  events  of  that  war  are  too  recent,  and 
too  deeply  impressed  on  the  memory  of  all,  to  require 
a  development  from  me.  Our  commerce  had  been,  in 
a  great  measure,  driven  from  the  sea ;  our  Atlantic 
and  inland  frontiers  were  invaded  in  almost  every  part ; 
the  waste  of  life  along  our  coast,  and  on  some  parts  of 
our  inland  frontiers,  to  the  defence  of  which  our  gal- 
lant and  patriotic  citizens  were  called,  was  immense ; 
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in  addition  to  which,  not  less  than 

twenty  millions  of  dollars  were  added  at  iu  end  to  the 

public  debt. 

As  aoon  as  the  war  had  terminated,  the  nation,  ad- 
monished by  its  events,  resolved  to  place  itself  in  a  sit- 
uation which  should  be  better  calculated  to  prevent 
the  recurrence  of  a  like  evil,  and,  in  case  it  should  re- 
cur, to  mitigate  iU  calamities.  With  this  view,  after 
reducing  our  land  force  to  the  basis  of  a  peace  esUb- 
lishment,  which  has  been  further  modified  since,  pro- 
vision was  made  for  the  construction  of  fortifications 
at  proper  points,  through  the  whole  extent  of  our  coast, 
and  such  an  augmentation  of  our  naval  force,  as  should 
be  well  adapted  to  both  purposes.  The  laws,  making 
this  provision,  were  passed  in  1815  and  1816,  and  it 
has  been,  since,  the  constant  efTort  of  the  Executive 
to  carry  them  into  efiect. 

The  advantage  of  these  fortifications,  and  of  an 
augmented  naval  force,  in  the  extent  contemplated, 
in  point  of  economy,  has  been  fully  illustmted,  by  a 
report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers  and  Naval  Commis- 
•ioners,  lately  communicated  to  Congress,  by  which 
it  appears,  that  in  an  invasion  by  twenty  thousand 
nen,  with  a  correspondent  naval  force,  in  a  campaign 


one  hundred  and  '  been  made  in  these  measures  of  defence,  and  that  they 
will  l»e  completed  in  a  few  years,  considering  the  great 


extent  and  importance  of  the  object,  if  the  plan  be 
zealously  and  steadily  persevered  in. 

The  conduct  of  the  Government,  in  what  relates  to 
foreign  Powers,  is  always  an  object  of  the  highest  im- 
portance to  the  nation.  Its  agriculture,  commerce, 
manufactures,  fisheries,  revenue  ;  in  short,  its  peace, 
may  all  be  affected  by  it.  Attention  is,  therefore,  due 
to  this  subject. 

At  the  period  adverted  to,  the  Powers  of  Europe, 
after  having  been  engaged  in  long  and  destructiv** . 
wars  with  each  other,  had  concluded  a  peace,  whidi 
happily  still  exists.  Our  peace  with  the  Power  with 
whom  we  had  been  engaged,  had  also  been  conclud- 
ed. The  war  between  Spain  and  the  colonics  in  South 
America,  which  had  commenced  many  years  before, 
was  then  the  only  conflict  that  remained  unsettled. 
This  being  a  contest  l>etwe€n  different  parts  of  the 
same  community,  in  which  other  Powers  had  not  In- 
tel ff  red,  was  not  affected  by  their  accommodations. 

This  contest  was  considered,  at  an  early  atag^  by 
my  predecessor,  a  civil  war,  in  which  the  parties  were 
entitled  to  equal  rights  in  our  ports,     'f^-  »— -:  — 


This  decision, 


of  six  months  only,  the  whole  expense  of  the  construe-  the  first  made  by  any  Power,  being  formed  on  fre»i 
tion  of  the  works  would  be  defrayed  by  the  difference  consideration  of  the  comparative  strength  and  resources 
in  the  sum  necessary  to  maintain  the  force  which  of  the  parties,  the  length  of  time,  and  successful  op- 
would  l»e  adequate  to  our  defence  with  the  aid  of  those  position  made  by  the  colonies,  and  of  all  other  circum- 
works,  and  that  which  would  be  incurred  without  '  stances  on  which  it  ought  to  depend,  was  in  "tn^  ac- 
them.  The  reason  of  this  difference  is  obvious.  If  ',  cord  with  the  law  of  nations.  Congress  has  mvanably 
fortificoUons  are  judiciously  placed  on  our  great  inlets,  i  acted  on  thw  principle,  having  made  no  change  in  our 
as  disUnt  from  our  cities  as  circumstances  will  per-  relations  with  either  party.  Our  attitude  has,  there- 
niit,  thev  will  form  the  only  poinU  of  attack,  and  the  .  fore,  been  that  of  neutrality  between  them,  which  has 
enemy  will  be  detained  there  by  a  small  regular  force. 


a  suflScient  time  to  enable  our  militia  to  collect,  and 
repair  to  that  on  which  the  atUck  is  made.  A  force 
adequate  to  the  enemy,  collected  at  that  single  point, 
with  suitable  preparation  for  such  others  as  mig'it  be 
menaced,  is  all  that  would  he  requisite.  But,  if  there 
were  no  fortifications,  then  the  enemy  might  go  where 
he  plea^d,  and,  changing  his  position,  and  hailing 
from  place  to  place,  our  force  must  be  called  out  and 
•pread  in  vast  numbers  along  the  whole  co&t>t,  and  on 
both  sides  of  every  bay  and  river,  as  high  up  in  each 
as  it  might  be  navigable  for  ships  of  war.  By  these 
fortifications,  supported  by  our  navy,  to  which  they 
would  afford  like  support,  we  should  present  to  other 
Powers  an  armed  front  from  St.  Croix  to  the  Sabine, 
which  would  protect,  in  the  event  of  war,  our  whole 
coast  and  interior  from  invasion  ;  and  even  in  the 
wars  of  other  Powers,  in  which  we  were  neutral,  they 
would  be  found  eminently  useful,  as,  by  keeping  their 
public  ships  at  a  disunce  from  our  cities,  peace  and 
order  in  them  would  be  preserved,  and  the  Govern- 
ment be  protected  from  insult. 

It  need  scarcely  be  remarked,  that  these  measures 
have  not  been  resorted  to  in  a  spirit  of  hostility  to 
other  Powers.  Such  a  disposition  does  not  exist  to- 
wards any  Power.  Peace  and  good  will  have  been, 
and  will  hereafter  be,  cultivated  with  all,  and  by  the 
most  faithful  regard  to  justice.  They  have  been  die- 
tated  by  a  love  of  peace,  of  economy,  and  an  earnest 
desire  to  save  the  lives  of  our  fellow-citizens  from  that 
destruction,  and  our  country  from  that  devastation, 
which  are  inseparable  from  war,  when  it  finds  us  un- 
prepared for  it.  It  is  believed,  and  experience  has 
shown,  that  such  a  preparation  is  the  best  expedient 
that  can  be  resorted  to,  to  prevent  war.  I  add  with 
much  pleasure,  that  considerable  progress  has  already 


been  maintained  by  the  Government  with  the  strictest 
impartiality.  No  aid  has  been  afforded  to  either,  nor 
has  any  privilege  been  enjoyed  by  the  one,  which  has 
not  been  equally  open  to  the  other  party  ;  and  every 
exertion  has  been  made  in  its  power,  to  enforce  the 
execution  of  the  laws  prohibiting  illegal  equipments, 
with  equal  rigor  against  both. 

By  this  equality  between  the  parties,  their  public 
vessels  have  been  received  in  our  ports  on  the  same 
footing  ;  they  have  enjoyed  an  equal  right  to  purchase 
and  export  arms,  munitions  of  war,  and  every  other 
supply — the  exportation  of  all  articles  whatever  being 
permitted  under  laws  which  were  passed  long  before 
the  commencement  of  the  contest ;  our  citizens  have 
traded  equally  with  both,  and  their  commerce  with 
each  has  been  alike  protected  by  the  Government. 

Respecting  the  attitude  which  it  may  be  proper  for 
the  United  States  to  maintain  hereafter  between  the 
parties,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  it  as  my  opin- 
ion, that  the  neutrality  heretofore  observed  should 
still  be  adhered  to.  From  the  change  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  Spain,  and  the  negotiation  now  depending, 
invited  by  the  Cortea  and  accepted  by  the  colonies,  it 
may  be  presumed  that  their  differences  will  be  settled 
on  the  terms  proposed  by  the  colonies.  Should  the 
war  be  continued,  the  United  States,  regarding  its  oc- 
currences, will  always  have  it  in  their  power  to  adopt 
such  measures  respecting  it  as  their  honor  and  in- 
terest may  require. 

Shortly  after  the  general  peace,  a  band  of  adven- 
turers took  advantage  of  this  conflict,  and  of  the  facil- 
ity which  it  afforded,  to  establish  a  system  of  bucca- 
neering in  the  neighboring  seas,  to  the  great  annoy- 
ance of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and,  as 
was  repesented,  of  that  of  other  Powers.  Of  this 
spirit,  and  of  its  injurious  bearing   on   the    United 
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Stotes,  strong  proofs  were  afforded  by  the  establuh- 
ment  at  Amelia  Island,  and  the  purpoaes  to  which  it 
was  made  instrumental  by  this  band  in  1817,  and  by 
the  occurrences  which  took  place  in  other  parts  of 
Florida,  in  1818,  the  details  of  which,  in  both  in- 
sUnces,  are  too  well  known  to  require  to  be  now  re- 
cited. I  am  satisfied  had  a  leea  decisive  course  been 
adopted  that  the  worst  consequences  would  have  re- 
sulted from  it.  We  have  seen  that  these  checks,  de- 
cisive as  they  were,  were  not  sufficient  to  crush  that 
piratical  spirit.  Many  culprits  brought  within  our 
limits  have  been  condemned  to  suffer  death,  the  punish- 
ment due  to  that  atrocious  crime.  The  decisions  of  up- 
right and  enlightened  tribunalufall  equally  on  all,  whose 
crimes  subject  them,  by  a  fair  interpretation  of  the 
law,  to  its  censure.  It  belongs  to  the  Executive  not 
to  suffer  the  executions,  under  these  decisions,  to 
transcend  the  great  purpose  for  which  punishment  is 
necessary.  The  full  benefit  of  example  being  secured, 
policy,  as  well  as  humanity,  equally  forbids  that  they 
should  be  carried  further.  I  have  acted  on  this  prin- 
ciple, pardoning  those  who  appear  to  have  been  led 
astray  by  ignorance  of  the  criminality  of  the  acts  they 
bad  committed,  and  suffering  the  law  to  take  effect  on 
those  only  in  whose  favor  no  extenuating  circum- 
stances could  be  urged. 

Great  confidence  is  entertained  that  the  treaty  with 
Spain,  which  has  been  ratified  by  both  the  parties,  and 
tb^'atifications  whereof  have  been  exchanged,  has 
placed  the  relations  of  the  two  countries  on  a  basis  of 
permanent  friendship.  The  provision  made  by  it  for 
such  of  our  citizens  as  have  claims  on  Spain,  of  the 
character  described,  will,  it  i^  presumed,  be  very  satis- 
factory to  them ;  and  the  boundary  which  is  estab- 
lished between  the  territories  of  the  parties,  westward 
of  the  Mississippi,  heretofore  in  dispute,  has,  it  is 
thought,  been  settled  on  conditions  just  and  advan- 
tageous to  both.  But,  to  the  acquisition  of  Florida 
too  much  importance  cannot  be  attached.  It  secures 
to  the  United  States  a  territory  important  in  itself,  and 
whose  importance  is  much  increased  by  its  bearing  on 
many  of  the  highest  interests  of  the  Union.  It  opens 
to  several  of  the  neighboring  States  a  free  passage  to 
the  ocean,  through  the  province  ceded,  by  several 
rivers,  having  their  sources  high  up  within  their  lim- 
its. It  secures  us  against  all  future  annoyance  from 
powerful  Indian  tribes.  It  gives  us  several  excellent 
harbors  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  for  ships  of  war  of  the 
largest  size.  It  covers,  by  its  position  in  the  Gulf,  the 
Mississippi  and  other  great  waters  within  our  ex- 
tended limits,  and  thereby  enables  the  United  States 
to  afford  complete  protection  to  the  vast  and  very  valu- 
able productions  of  our  whole  Western  country,  which 
find  a  market  through  those  streams. 

By  a  treaty  with  the  British  Government,  bearing 
date  on  the  twentieth  of  October,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighteen,  the  convention  regulating  the 
commerce  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain, concluded  on  the  third  of  July,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  which  was  about  expiring, 
was  revived  and  continued  for  the  term  of  ten  years 
from  the  time  of  its  expiration.  By  that  treaty,  also, 
the  differences  which  had  arisen  under  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent,  respecting  the  right  claimed  by  the  United 
States  for  their  citizens,  to  take  and  cure  fish  on  the 
coast  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  dominions  in  Amer- 
ica, with  other  differences  on  important  interests, 
were  adjusted,  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  parties.  No 
agreement  has  yet  been  entered  into  respecting  the 


commerce  between  the  United  Stales  and  the  British 
dominions  in  the  West  Indies,  and  on  this  continent. 
The  restraints  imposed  on  that  commerce  by  Great 
Britain,  and  reciprocated  by  the  United  States,  on  a 
principle  of  defence,  continue  still  in  force. 

The  negotiation  with  France  for  the  regulation  of 
the  commercial  relations  between  the  two  countries, 
which,  in  the  course  of  last  Summer,  had  been  com- 
menced at  Paris,  has  since  been  transferred  to  this 
city,  and  will  be  pursued,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  spirit  of  conciliation,  and  with  an  earn- 
est desire  that  it  may  terminate  in  an  arrangement 
satisfactory  to  both  parties. 

Our  relations  with  the  Barbary  Powers  are  pre- 
served in  the  same  state,  and  by  the  same  means,  that 
were  employed  when  I  came  into  this  office.  As  early 
as  1801  it  was  found  necessary  to  send  a  squadron 
into  the  Mediterranean  for  the  protection  of  our  com- 
merce, and  no  period  has  intervened,  a  short  term  ex- 
cepOd,  when  it  was  thought  advisable  to  withdraw  it 
Thewreat  interest  which  the  United  States  have  in 
the  ]\cific,  in  commerce  and  in  the  fisheries,  have 
also  made  it  necessary  to  maintain  a  naval  force 
there.  In  disposing  of  this  force,  in  both  instances, 
the  most  efifectual  measures  in  our  power  have  been 
taken,  without  interfering  with  its  other  duties,  for  the 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  and  of  piracy,  in  the 
neighboring  seas. 

The  situation  of  the  United  States,  in  regard  to 
their  resources,  the  extent  of  their  revenue,  and  the 
facility  with  which  it  is  raised,  affords  a  most  gratify- 
ing spectacle.  The  payment  of  nearly  sixty-seven 
millions  of  dollars  of  the  public  debt,  with  the  great 
progress  made  in  measures  of  defence,  and  in  other 
improvements  of  various  kinds,  since  the  late  war,  are 
conclusive  proofs  of  this  extraordinary  prosperity,  es- 
pecially when  it  is  recollected  that  these  expenditures 
have  been  defrayed,  without  a  burden  on  the  people, 
the  direct  tax  and  excise  having  been  repealed  soon 
after  the  conclusion  of  the  late  war,  and  the  revenue 
applied  to  these  preat  objects  having  been  rafsed  in  a 
manner  not  to  be  felt.  Our  great  resources,  therefore, 
remain  untouched,  for  any  purpose  which  msy  affect 
the  vital  interests  of  the  nation.  Fur  all  such  pur- 
poses they  are  inexhaustible.  They  are  more  espe- 
cially to  be  found  in  the  virtue,  patriotism,  and  intel- 
ligence, of  our  fellow-citizens,  and  in  the  devotion  with 
which  they  would  yield  up,  by  any  just  measure  of 
taxation,  all  their  property,  in  support  of  the  rights 
and  honor  of  their  country. 

Under  the  present  depression  of  prices,  affecting  all 
the  productions  of  the  country,  and  every  brunch  of 
industry,  proceeding  from  causes  explained  on  a  for- 
mer occasion,  the  revenue  has  considerably  dimin- 
ished ;  the  effect  of  which  has  been  to  compel  Congress 
either  to  abandon  these  great  measures  of  defence,  or 
to  resort  to  loans  or  internal  taxes  to  supply  the  defi- 
ciency. On  the  presumption  that  this  depression, 
and  the  deficiency  in  the  revenue  arising  from  it, 
would  be  temporary,  loans  were  authorized  for  the 
demands  of  the  last  and  pre:ient  year.  Anxious  to 
relieve  my  fellow-citizens  in  1817,  from  every  burden 
which  could  be  dispensed  with,  and  the  state  of  the 
Treasury  permitting  it,  I  recommended  the  repeal  of 
the  internal  taxes,  knowing  that  such  relief  was  then 
peculiarly  necessary,  in  consequence  of  the  great  exer- 
tions made  in  the  late  war.  1  made  that  recommen- 
dation under  a  pledge  that,  should  the  public  exigen- 
cies require  a  recurrence  to  them  at  any  time  while  I 
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remained  in  this  trust,  I  would,  with  equal  prompti- 
tude, perform  the  duty  which  would  then  be  alike  in- 
cumbent on  me.     By  the  experiment  now  making  it 
will  be  seen,  by  the  next  session  of  Congress,  whether 
the  revenue  shall   have   been  so  augmented  as  to  he 
adequate  to  all  these  necessary  purposes.     Should  the 
deficiency  still   continue,  and  especially  should  it  be 
probable  that  it  would  be  permanent,  the  course  to  be 
pursued  appears  to  me  to  be  obvious.     I  am  satisfied 
that,  under   certain   circumstances,  loans  may  be  re- 
sorted to  with   great   advantage.     I  am  equally  well 
satisfied,  as  a  general  rule,  that   the  demands  of  the 
current  year,  especially  in   time  of  peace,  should  be 
provided  for  by  the  revenue  of  that  year.     I  have  never 
dreaded,  nor  have  I  ever  shunned,  in  any  situation  in 
which  I  have  been  placed,  nwking  appeals  to  the  vir- 
tue and  patriotism  of  my  fellow-citirens,  well  knowing 
that  they  could  never   be  made  in  vain,  especially  in 
times   of  great  emergency,  or   for    purposes  of  high  I 
national  importance.     Independently  of  the  exigency 
of  the  case,  many  considerations  of  great  weight  urge  j 
a  policy  having  in  view  a  provision  of  revenue  to  meet, 
to  a  certain  extent,  the  demands  of  the  nation,  with- 
out relying  altogether  on  the  precarious  resource  of 
foreign  commerce.     I  am  satisfied  that  internal  duties 
and   excises,  with  corresponding   imposU  on  foreign  | 
articles  of  the   same   kind,  would,  without    imposing 
any  serious  burdens  on  the  people,  enhance  the  price  ■ 
of  produce,  promote  our  manufactures,  and  augment  | 
the  revenue,  at  the  :<ame  time  that  they  made  it  more 
secure  and  permanent. 

The  care  of  the  Indian  tribes  within  our  limits  has 
long  been  an  essential  part  of  our  system,  but,  unfor- 
tunately, it  has  not  been  executed  in  a  manner  to  ac- 
complish all  the   objects    intended   by   it.     We   have 
treated    them    as  independent    nations  without  their 
having  any  substantial  pretension  to  that  rank.     The 
distinction  has  flattered  their  pride,  retarded  their  im- 
provement, and,  in  many  instances,  paved  the  way  to 
their  destruction.     The   progress   of  our   settlements 
westward,  supported   as  they  are  by  a  dense  popula- 
tion, has  constantly  driven  them  back,  with  almost  the 
total  sacrifice  of  the  lands  which  they  have  been  com- 
pelled to  abandon.     They  have   claims  on   the  mag- 
nanimity, and,  I  may  add.  on  the  justice  of  this  nation, 
which  vve  must  sll  feel.     V\  c  should  become  their  real 
benefactors,  we  should  perform  the  office  of  their  Great 
Father,  the  endearing  title  which  they  emphatically 
give  to  the    Chief  .Magistrate  of  our    Union.     Their 
sovereignty  over  vast  territories  should  cease,  in  lieu  of 
which  the  right  of  soil  should  be  secured  to  each  indi- 
vidual, and  his  posterity,  in  competent  portions,  and 
for  the  territory  thus  ceded  by  each  tribe  some  reason- 
able equivalent  should  be  granted,  to  be  vested  in  per- 
manent funds  for  the  support  of  civil  government  over 
them,  and  for  the  education  of  their  children,  for  their 
instruction  in  the  arts  of  husbandry,  and  to  provide 
sustenance  for  them    until  they   could  provide  it  for 
themselves,     My  earnest  hope  is,  that  Congress  will 
digest  some  plan,  founded   on   these  principles,   with 
such  improvements  as  their  wisdom  may  suggest,  and 
carry  it  into  effect  as  soon  as  it  may  be  practicable. 

,  Europe  is  again  unsettled,  and  the  prospect  of  war 
increasing.  Should  the  flame  light  up  in  any  quarter, 
how  far  it  may  extend  it  is  impossible  to  foresee.  It 
is  our  peculiar  felicity  to  be  altogether  unconnected 
with  the  causes  which  produce  this  menacing  aspect 
elsewhere.  With  every  Power  we  are  in  perfect  amity, 
and  it  is  our  interest  to  remain  so,  if  it  be  practicable 


on  just  conditions.  I  see  no  reasonable  cause  to  ap- 
prehend variance  with  any  Power,  unless  it  proceed 
from  a  violation  of  our  maritime  rights.  In  these  con- 
tests, should  they  occur,  and  to  whatever  extent  they 
may  be  carried,  we  shall  be  neutral ;  but  as  a  neutral 
Power  we  have  rights  which  it  is  our  duty  to  main- 
tain. For  light  injuries  it  will  be  incumbent  on  us  to 
seek  redress  in  a  spirit  of  amity,  in  full  confidence 
that,  injuring  none,  none  would  knowingly  injure  us. 
For  more  imminent  dangers  we  should  be  prepared, 
and  it  should  always  be  recollected  that  such  prepara- 
tion, adapted  to  the  circumstances,  and  sanctioned  by 
the  judgment  and  wishes  of  our  constituents,  cannot 
fail  to  have  a  good  effect,  in  averting  dangers  of  every 
kind.  We  should  recollect  also  that  the  season  of 
peace  is  best  adapted  to  these  preparations. 

If  we  turn  our  attention,  fellow-citizens,  more  im« 
mediately  to  the  internal  concerns  of  our  country,  and 
more  especially  to  those  on  which  its  future  welfare 
depends,  we  have  every  reason  to  anticipate  the  hap- 
piest results.     It  is  now  rather  more  than  forty-four 
years  since  we  declared  our  independence,  and  thirty- 
seven  since  it  was  acknowledged.     The  talents  and 
virtues  which  were  displayed  in  that  great  struggle 
were  a  sure  presage  of  all  that  has  since  followed.     A 
people    who  were    able  to  surmount  in  their   infant 
state  such  great  perils,  would  be   more  competent  aa 
they  rose  into  manhood  to  repel  any  which  they  might 
meet  in  their  progress.    Their  physical  strength  would 
be  more  adequate  to  foreign  danger,  and  the  practice 
of  self-government,  aided  by  the  light  of  experience, 
could  not  fail  to  produce  an  effect  equally  salutary  on 
all  those  questions  connected  with  the  internal  organi- 
zation.    These  favorable  anticipations  have  been  real- 
ized.    In  our  whole  system,  National  and  State,  we 
have  shunned  all  the  defects  which  unceasingly  preyed 
on  the  vitals  and  destroyed  the  ancient  republics.     In 
them  there  were  distinct  orders,  a  nobility  and  a  peo-  > 
pie,  or  the  people  governed  in  one  assembly.     Thus,  in 
the  one  instance  there  was  a  perpetual  conflict  between 
the  orders  in  society  for  the  ascendancy,  in  which  the 
victory  of  either  terminated  in   the  overthrow  of  the 
Government  and  the  ruin  of  the  State.     In  the  other, 
in  which  the  people  governed  in  a  body,  and  whose 
dominions  seldom  exceeded  the  dimensions  of  a  county 
in   one  of  our  States,  a  tumultuous  and  disorderiy 
movement  permitted  only  a  transitory  existence.     In 
this  great  nation  there  is  but  one  order,  that  of  the 
people,  whose  power,  by  a  peculiarly  happy  improve- 
ment   of  the  representative  principle,   is    transferred 
from  them  without  impairing  in  tiie  slightest  degree 
their  sovereignty,  to  bodies  of  their  own  creation,  and 
to  persons  elected  by  themselves,  in  the  full  extent  ne- 
cessary for  all  the  purposes  of  free,  enlightened,  and 
efficient  government.     The  whole  system  is  elective, 
the  complete  sovereignty  being  in  the  people,  and  every 
officer    in    every    department   deriving   his   authority 
from  and  being  responsible  to  them  for  his  conduct. 

Our  career  has  corresponded  with  this  great  outline. 
Perfection  in  our  organization  could  not  have  been 
expected  in  the  outset,  either  in  the  National  or  State 
Governments,  or  in  tracing  the  line  between  their 
respective  powers.  But  no  serious  conflict  has  arisen, 
nor  any  contest  but  such  as  are  managed  by  argu- 
ment, and  by  a  fair  appeal  to  the  good  sense  of  the 
people;  and  many  of  the  defects  which  experience 
had  clearly  demonstrated,  in  both  Governments,  have 
been  remedied.  By  steadily  pursuing  this  course,  in 
this  spirit,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  oar 
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•jfitem  will  •oon  attain  the  highest  degree  of  perfec- 
tion of  which  human  institutions  are  capable,  and  that 
the  movement,  in  all  ito  branchca,  will  exhibit  such  a 
degree  of  order  and  harmony,  as  to  command  the  ad-  ; 
miration  and  respect  of  the  civilized  world.  i 

Our  physical  attainments  have  not  been  leas  emi-  j 
nent.     Twenty-five  years  ago  the  river   Mississippi  { 
was  shut  up,  and  our  Western  brethren  bad  no  outlet  I 
for   their  commerce.     What   has   been   the   progress  ! 
since  that  time!     The  river  has  not  only  become  the  j 
property  of  the  United   States  from  its  source  to  the  ! 
ocean,  with  all  its  tributary  streams,  (with  the  excep-  I 
tion  of  the  opper  part  of  the  Red  river  only,)  but  Loa-  j 
isiana,  with  a  fair  and  liberal  boundary  on  the  western 
side,  and  the  Floridas  on  the  eastern,  have  been  ceded 
to  us.    The  United  States  now  enjoy  the  complete 
and  uninterrupted  sovereignty  over  the  whole  territory 
from  St.  Croix  to  the  Sabine.     New  States,  settled 
from  among  ourselves  in  this,  and  in  other  parts,  have 
been  admitted  into  our  Union,  in  equal  participation 
in  the  national  sovereignty  with  the  original  States. 
Oor  population  has  augmented  in  an  astonishing  de- 
gree,   and   extended   in   every  direction.     We  now, 


fellow-citixens,  comprise  within  our  limits  the  dimen- 
sions and  faculties  of  a  great  Power,  under  a  Govern- 
ment possessing  all  the  energies  of  any  Government 
ever  known  to  the  old  world,  with  an  otter  incapacity 
to  oppress  the  people. 

Entering,  with  these  views,  the  ofhce  which  I  have 
just  solemnly  sworn  to  execute  with  fidelity,  and  to 
the  utmost  of  my  ability,  I  derive  great  satisfaction 
from  a  knowledge  that  I  shall  be  assisted  in  the  sev- 
eral  departments  by  the  very  enlightened  and  upright 
citizens  from  whom  I  have  received  so  much  aid  in 
the  preceding  term.  With  full  confidence  in  the  con- 
tinuance of  that  candor,  and  generous  indulgence, 
from  my  fellow-citizens  at  large,  which  I  have  hereto- 
fore experienced,  and,  with  a  firm  reliance  on  the  pro- 
tection of  Almighty  Go4,  I  shall  forthwith  commence 
the  duties  of  the  high  trust  to  which  you  have  called 
me. 

Daniel  D.  To.mpkin8  took  the  Constitutional 
oath  on  entering  his  second  term  of  service  in  the 
office  of  Vice  President  of  the  United  Slates,  at 
his  own  residence,  on  Saturday,  the  third  instant. 
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TO  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  SIXTEENTH  CONGRESS. 

[SECONDSESSION.] 

COMPRISING  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  DOCUMENTS  ORIGINATING  DURING  THAT  CON- 

GRES8,  AND  THE  PUBLIC  ACTS  PASSED  BY  IT. 


SUPPRESSION  OF  THE  SLAVE  TRADE.      I 

-  i 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  January  5,  1821.] 
I  communicate  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  which,  with 
the  papers  accompanying  it,  contains  all  the  in- 
formation in  possession  ol  the  Executive,  requested 
by  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  4ih  of  Decem- 
ber, on  the  subject  of  the  African  slave  trade. 

JAMES  MO.NROE. 
Washingto.n,  Jan.  4,  1821.  t 


Department  of  State, /an.  4,  1821. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  re- 
ferred the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, of  the  4th  ultimo,  requesting  the  communi- 
cation to  that  House  of  any  correspondence  that 
the  President  does  not  deem  it  inexpedient  to  dis- 
close, which  may  have  existed  between  the  Exec- 
utive of  the  United  States  and  the  Government 
of  any  of  the  maritime  Powers  of  Europe,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  African  slave  trade,  has  the  honor  of 
submitting  copies  of  the  papers  requested  by  the 
resolution.  With  the  exception  of  a  note  from 
the  late  Spanish  Minister,  Onis,  communicating  a 
copy  of  the  treaty  between  Spain  and  Great  Brit-  , 
ain  on  this  subject,  the  only  Government  of  Eu- 
rope with  whom  there  has  been  such  correspond- 
ence is  that  of  Great  Britain;  and  these  papers 
contain  all  that  has  passed  between  them,  on  the 
subject,  in  writing.  Since  the  arrival  of  .Mr.  Can- 
ning, various  informal  conferences  between  him 
and  the  Secretary  of  State  have  been  held,  in 
which  the  proposals  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain 
have  been  tuUy  discussed,  without  effecting  a  re- 
moval of  the  objections  upon  which  the  President 
had,  in  the  first  instance,  found  himself  under  the  | 
necessity  of  declining  them.  They  have  not  yet  j 
terminated,  nor  have  any  written  communications  ; 
passed  on  the  subject,  with  the  exception  of  the  | 
note  from  Mr.  Canning  and  the  answer  to  it,  here- 
with submitted,  both  of  a  date  subsequent  to  that 
of  the  resolution  of  the  House. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 

16th  Con.  2d  Sess.— 42 


D(/u  Louis  (14:  Onis  to  tht  Secretary  of  State. 

Washington,  May  14,  1818. 

Sir  :  The  introduction  of  negro  slaves  into 
America  was  one  of  the  earliest  measures  adopted 
by  the  august  ancestors  of  the  King  my  master, 
for  the  improvement  and  prosperity  of  those  vast 
dominions,  very  shortly  after  their  discovery.  The 
total  inaptitude  of  the  Indians  to  various  useful, 
but  painful  labors,  the  result  of  their  ignorance  of 
all  the  conveniences  of  life,  and  the  imperfect  pro- 
gress in  civil  society,  made  it  necessary  to  have 
recourse  to  strong  and  active  laborers  for  breaking 
up  and  cultivating  the  earth.  With  the  double 
view  of  stimulating  them  to  active  exertion,  and 
of  promoting  the  population  of  those  countries,  a 
measure  was  resorted  to  by  Spain,  which,  although 
repugnant  to  her  feelings,  is  not  to  be  considered 
as  having  originated  the  system  of  slavery,  but  as 
having  materially  alleviated  the  evils  of  that 
which  already  existed,  in  consenuence  of  a  bar- 
barous practice  of  the  Africans,  upon  saving  the 
lives  of  a  considerable  portion  of  the  captives  in 
war,  whom  they  formerly  put  to  death.  By  the 
introduction  of  this  system,  the  negroes,  far  from 
suffering  additional  evils,  or  being  subjected,  while 
in  a  state  of  slavery,  to  a  more  painful  life  than 
when  possessed  of  freedom  in  their  own  country, 
obtained  the  inestimable  advantage  of  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  true  God,  and  of  all  the  benefits  attend- 
ant on  civilization. 

The  benevolent  feelings  of  the  sovereigns  of 
Spain  did  not,  however,  at  any  time  permit  their 
subjects  to  carry  on  this  trade,  but  by  special  li- 
cense; and  in  the  years  1789,  1798,  and  on  the 
22d  of  April,  1804,  certain  limited  periods  were 
fixed  for  the  importation  of  slaves.  Although  the 
last  term  had  not  expired  when  His  Majesty  our 
lord  Don  Ferdinand  the  Seventh  was  restored  to 
the  throne,  of  which  a  perfidious  usurper  had  at- 
tempted to  deprive  him.  His  Majesty,  on  resum- 
ing the  reins  of  Government,  soon  perceived  that 
those  remote  countries  had  become  a  prey  to  civil 
feuds,  and,  in  reflecting  on  the  most  effectual 
means  of  restoring  order,  and  affording  them  all 
the  encouragement  of  which  they  are  susceptible, 


t 
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the  traffic  had  been  abolished  throughout  the 
Union ;  and  that  so  far  had  our  acts  of  Congress 
carried  the  prohibition,  that  to  import  even  a  sin- 
gle slave  into  any  of  the  States,  had,  during  the 
same  period,  been  denounced  as  an  offence,  and 


His  Majesty  discovered  that  the  numbers  of  the 

native  and  free  negroes  had  prodigiously  mcreased 

under  the  mild  regimen  of  the  Government,  and 

the  humane  treatment  of  the  Spanish  slave  owners ; 

that  the  white  population  had  also  greatly  in-,  ,  .  i.         r  «: 

erased    that  theWmateis  not  so  noxious  to  them  '  subjected  to  unusually  rigorous  penalties  of  hne 

asTtwi  before  the  lands  were  cleared;  and,  final- i  and   imprisonment.     His  Lordship  admitted   the 

W  thlt  the  advantages  resulting  to  the  inhabit- i  prohibitions,  but  intimated  fears  lest  we  could  not 

In'ts  of  Africa    in  being  transported  to  cultivated    enforce  them,  alluding  to  the  recent  state  of  hmgs 

ants  01  Airica,  m  otriu^  P at  Amelia.     In  the  end,  he  invited  me  to  look  into 

all  their  conventions  with  other  Powers  upon  this 
subject,  with  a  view  to  future  conversation,  adding 


countries,  are  no  longer  so  decided  and  exclusive, 
since  England  and  the  United  States  have  en- 
gaged in  The  noble  undertaking  of  civilizing  them 
m  their  native  country. 

All  these  considerations  combining  with  the  de- 
sire entertained  by  His  Majesty  of  co-operating 
with  the  Powers  of  Europe,  in  putting  an  end  to 
this  traffic,  which,  if  indefinitely  continued,  might 
involve  them  all  in  the  most  serious  evils,  have 
determined  His  Majesty  to  conclude  a  treaty  with 
the  King  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  by  which  the  abolition  of  the  slave 


that  he  was  well  disposed  himself  to  a  proper  con- 
cert of  action  between  our  two  Governments  for 
the  more  effectual  extirpation  of  the  traffic. 

"I  shall  look  into  the  conventions  accordingly, 
and  wait  the  renewal  of  the  topic.  Whether 
policy  would  dictate  any  concert,  is  a  point  upon 
which,  not  being  instructed,  I  will  not  presume  to 
give  any  opinion.  But  I  hope  I  do  not  misjudge 
in  thinking  that,  for  the  present,  I  am  merely  bound 


trade  is  stipulated  and  agreed  on,  under  certain  |  to  listen  to,  without  seeking  anv  further  conversa- 
regulations  and  I  have  received  his  commands  to  |  tion.  I  will  take  care  punctually  to  communicate, 
deliver  to  the  President  a  copy  of  the  same,  His  i  for  the  President's  information,  whatever  may  be 


Majesty  feeling  confident  that  a  measure  so  coni 
pletely  in  harmony  with  the  sentiments  of  this 
Government,  and  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  this 
Republic,  cannot  fail  to  be  agreeable  to  him. 


.said  to  me,  in  like  manner  as  my  duty  devolves  it 
uijon  me  to  transmit  this  first  sentiment,  so  curso- 
rily thrown  out  by  Lord  Castlereagh.  It  will  be 
understood,  that,   in  adverting  to  our  municipal 


in  the  discharge  of  this  satisfactory  duty,  I  now  ,  prohibitions,  I  intended  no  advance  to  the  point 


transmit  you  the  aforesaid  copy   of  the  treaty, 
which  I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  before 
the  President,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  renew  the 
assurances  of  my  distinguished  respect. 
God  preserve  you  many  years. 

LUIS  DE  QMS. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Rush  to  tlie  Sea-etnry  of  , 
State,  dated  Feb.  \S,  1818.  \ 

"  You  will  probably  have  perceived,  by  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  House  of  Commons,  that  treaties 
have  been  formed  between  this  Government  and 
both  Spain  and  Portugal,  securing,  as  far  as  may 
be  done  by  treaty,  the  final  abolition,  after  a  spec-  . 
ified  time,  not  very  remote,  of  the  slave  trade. 
Thus,  is  a  last  hand  to  be  put  to  the  work  of 
America,  whose   legislators   led    the   way,   with 


of  national  co-operation.  It  was  barely  for  the 
sake  of  an  incidental  and  gratuitous  vindication, 
after  public  remark,  which,  to  say  no  more,  was 
susceptible  of  unjust  interpretation.  On  his  allu- 
sion to  Amelia  Island,  I  reminded  him  that  it  wa> 
the  very  anxiety  to  prevent  the  illicit  introduction 
of  slaves  that  nad  formed  a  ruling  motive  with 
the  President  for  breaking  up,  with  the  public 
force  itself,  the  establishment  at  that  jjlace." 


Extract  of  a  Idter  from.  Mr.  Rush  to  the  Secretary  of 

Sfat.e. 

April  15,  1818. 

"He  (Lord  Ca>tlereagh)  next  spoke  of  the  slave 

trade.     The  Government  of  Great  Britain  felt,  he 

said,  an  increasing  desire  that  the  Government  of 

the  United  States  should  lend  itself  to  the  meas- 

Europe  against  them,  in  this  transcendant  moral    ures  of  regulation  going  forward  in  Europe  for  its 


reform.    But  it  is  a  triumph  which  as  little  the 
Courts  as  the  public  of  Europe  seem  willing  in 
any  shape  to  acknowledge.     The  palm  is  claimed 
by  others.     America  isjrS'en  placed   in  fault.     In 
his  speech  on  the  Spanish  treaty,  delivered  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  the  Sth  instant,  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh observed,  that  it  was  in  vain  for  Britain 
alone  to  shut  the  door  of  her  colonies  against  the 
slave  trade;  for  that,  unless  there  was  a  concert  of 
exclusion,  the  other  islands  of  the  West  Indies, 
'  and  the  southern  provinces  o(  the  United  Slates, 
would  become   the   asylum   and  depot  of  it.'     1 
gladly  caught  the  opportunity  of  this  accidental 


complete  extirpation.  These  measures  tnean,  in 
effect,  a  reciprocal  submission  to  the  right  of 
search.  He  explained  by  saying,  that  only  to  a 
limited  number  of  the  armed  ve.ssels  of  each  of 
the  maritime  States  would  a  power  to  search  be 
deputed,  while  the  exercise  of  it  would  be  strictly 
forbidden  to  all  others.  It  was  contemplated,  he 
continued,  to  form,  out  of  an  association  of  these 
armed  vessels,  a  species  of  naval  police,  to  be 
stationed  chiefiy  in  the  African  sea<,  and  from 
whose  harmonious  and  co-operating  efforts  the 
best  results  were  anticipated.  He  added,  that  no 
peculiar  structure,  or  previous  appearances  in  ihe 


meeting  (with  Lord  Castlereagh]  to  say  what  could  vessel  searched,  no  presence  of  irons,  or  other  pre 
not  have  been  otherwise  than  acceptable  to  the  sumptions  of  criminal  intention;  nothing  but  the 
zeal  for  abolition.  I  stated  the  nature  of  our  laws,  actual  finding  of  slaves  on  board  was  ever  to  au- 
I  said,  I  felt  sure  that  he  would  hear  from  me  with  thorize  a  seizure  or  detention.  He  said  that  they 
pleasure,  that  it  was  upwards  of  nine  years  since  i  had  lately  pressed  France  upon  the  subject,  and 
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that  there  was  no  doubt  of  her  eventual  agree- 
ment. The  recent  vote,  in  both  her  Chambers, 
on  tiie  broad  principle  of  abolition,  he  regarded 
as  a  full  pledge  of  her  ulterior  steps. 

"  I  replied,  that  I  was  sure  that  the  President 
would  listen,  with  an  ear  the  most  liberal,  to  what- 
ever distinct  proposals  were  made,  more  especially 
as  the  United  States  had  been  long  awake,  as  well 
to  the  moral  guilt  as  to  the  political  and  social 
evils  of  the  traffic,  and  had,  as  was  known,  aimed 
against  it  the  denunciations  of  their  own  laws. 
The  distinct  propositions,  his  Lordship  gave  me 
reason  to  think,  would  be  made  known  before  long, 
through  Mr.  Bagot." 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Rush  to  Mr.  Adams., 
dated  London,  June  24,  1818.  i 

"In  two  former  despatches  I  have  mentioned 
■what  Lord  Castlereagh  has  said  to  me  relative  to 
the  slave  trade.  In  my  interview  with  him  on 
the  eleventh  of  this  month,  he  spoke  of  it  in  a 
manner  more  formal  and  definitive." 

"  He  first  alluded  to  the  late  treaties  concluded 
between  Great  Britain  and  several  of  the  Powers 
of  Europe  upon  this  subject.  Entering  into  con- 
versation ujKjn  their  particular  nature  and  pro- 
visions, he  said,  that  the  period  had  arrived  when 
it  was  the  wish  of  the  British  Government  to  in- 
vite the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  join 
in  the  measures  which  Europe  was  so  generally 
adopting,  for  the  more  perfect  abolition  of  this 
frame ;  and  that  it  was  now  his  design  to  submit, 
through  me,  proposals  to  this  effect.  It  will  b«^ 
perceived  by  my  despatch,  No.  14,  [April  15,  1818,] 
that,  at  that  period,  it  had  been  contemplated  to 
make  them  through  the  channel  of  the  English 
mission  at  Washington.  What  may  have  led  to 
a  change  in  this  respect,  his  Lordship  did  not 
state,  nor  did  I  deem  it  material  to  inquire. 

"It  had  occurred  to  him,  he  said,  lo  make  the 
proposals  by  sending  me,  accompanied  by  an  offi- 
cial note,  entire  copies  of  all  the  treaties  in  ques- 
tion. They  would  best  unfold  the  grounds  and 
principles  upon  which  a  concert  of  action  had 
already  been  .settled  by  the  States  that  were  par- 
ties to  them,  and  it  was  his  intention  to  ask  the 
accession  of  the  United  States  upon  grounds  and 
principles  that  were  similar.  He  added,  that  he 
would  willingly  receive  ray  suggestions  as  to  any 
other  course  that  might  strike  me  as  better  adapted 
to  the  object.  I  replied,  that  none  appeared  to  me 
more  eligible,  and  that  whenever  he  would  enclose 
me  the  treaties,  I  would  lose  no  time  in  trans- 
mitting them,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Presi- 
dent." 

"It  naturally  occurred  to  lue,  during  our  con- 
versation, that  the  detached  and  distant  situation 
of  the  United  States,  if  not  other  causes,  might 
call  for  a  modification  in  some  parts  of  these  in- 
struments, admitting  that  the  broad  principle  of 
concert  met  approbation.  His  Lordship  upon  this 
point  was  full  in  assurances,  that  the  British  Gov- 
ernment would  be  happy  to  listen  to  whatever 
modifications  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  might  think  fit  to  propose.     Its  anxious  and 


only  desire,  he  said,  was,  to  see  a  convention 
formed  that  would  prove  free  from  all  objection, 
and  be  conducive  to  the  single  and  grand  object 
to  which  both  sides  looked.  He  ended  by  ex- 
pressing the  belief  which  was  felt,  that  the  mari- 
time co-operation  of  the  United  States  would 
usefully  contribute  to  the  advancement  of  this 
great  work  of  humanity." 

"Nothing  further  passed  necessary  to  the  full 
understanding  of  the  overture,  beyond  what  the 
documents  themselves  and  his  Lordship's  note,  are 
calculated  to  afford.  To  these  I  have,  therefore, 
the  honor  to  refer,  as  disclosing,  in  the  most  au- 
thentic and  detailed  manner,  the  whole  views  of 
the  British  Government  upon  this  interesting  sub- 
ject." 


Lord  Cabtlereogh  to  Mr.  Rush. 
"         Foreign  Office, /an«  20,  1818. 

Sir  :  The  distinguished  share  which  the  Gor- 
ernment  of  the  United  States  has,  from  the  earliest 
period,  borne  in  advancing  the  cause  of  abolition, 
makes  the  British  Government  desirous  of  sub- 
mitting to  their  favorable  consideration  whatever 
may  appear  to  them  calculated  to  bring  about  the 
final  accomplishment  of  this  great  work  of  hu- 
manity. 

The  laudableanxiety  with  which  you  personally 
interest  yourself  in  whatever  is  passing  upon  this 
important  subject,  will  have  led  you  to  perceive 
that,  with  the  exception  of  the  Crown  of  Portugal, 
all  European  States  have  now  either  actually  pro- 
hibited the  traffic  in  slaves  to  their  subjects,  or 
fixed  an  early  period  for  its  cessation,  whilst  Portugal 
has  also  renounced  it  to  the  north  of  the  equator. 
From  May,  1820,  there  will  not  be  a  flag  which 
can  legally  cover  this  detested  traffic  to  the  north 
of  the  line,  and  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  the 
Portugese  may  also,  ere  long,  be  prepared  to  aban- 
don it  to  the  south  of  the  equator ;  but,  so  long  as 
some  effectual  concert  is  not  established  amongst 
the  principal  maritime  Powers,  for  preventing 
their  respective  flags  from  being  made  a  covert  for 
an  illicit  trade,  there  is  too  much  reason  to  fear 
(whatever  be  the  state  of  the  law  upon  this  sub- 
ject) that  the  evil  will  continue  to  exist,  and,  in 
proportion  as  it  assumes  a  contraband  form,  that 
it  will  be  carried  on  under  the  most  aggravating 
circumstances  of  cruelty  and  desolation. 

It  is  from  a  deep  conviction  of  this  truth,  founded 
upon  experience,  that  the  Briii>h  Government,  in 
all  its  negotiations  upon  this  subject,  has  endeav- 
ored to  combine  a  system  of  alliance  for  the  sup- 
pression of  this  most  abusive  practice,  with  the 
engagements  which  it  has  succeeded  in  lately  con- 
tracting with  the  Government  of  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal for  the  total  or  partial  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade.  I  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you 
copies  of  the  treaties  which  have  been  happily 
concluded  with  those  Powers,  together  with  the 
acts  which  have  recently  passed  the  Legislature, 
for  carrying  the  same  into  execution. 

I  have  also  the  satisfaction  to  transmit  to  you  a 
copy  of  a  treaty  which  has  been  recently  concluded 
with  the  King  of  the  Netherlands,  for  the  like  pur- 
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pose,  though  at  too  late  a  period  in  the  session  to 
Jidmit  of  its  provisions  receiving  the  sanction  of 
Parliament.  I  am  induced  the  more  particularly 
to  caU  your  attention  to  this  convention,  as  it 
contains  provisions  which  are  calculated  to  limit 
in  some  respects,  the  power  mutually  conceded 
by  the  former  treaties,  in  a  manner  which,  without 
essentially  weakening  their  force,  renders  them 
more  acceptable  to  the  contracting  parties. 

The  intimate  knowledge  which  you  possess  ol 
this  whole  subject  renders  it  unnecessary  for  me, 
in  requesting  you  to  bring  those  documents  to  the 
observation  of  your  Government,  to  accompany 
them  with  any  more  detailed  explanation.  What 
I  have  earnestly  to  be§  of  you  is,  to  bring  them 
under  the  serious  consideration  of  the  President, 
intimating  to  him  the  strong  wish  of  the  British 
Government  that  the  exertions  of  the  two  States 
may  be  combined  upon  a  somewhat  similar  prin- 
ciple, in  order  to  put  down  this  great  moral  diso- 
bedience, wherever  it  may  be  committed,  to  the 
laws  of  both  countries.  I  am  confident  this  can- 
not effectually  be  done,  except  by  mutually  con- 
ceding to  each  other's  ships  of  war  a  qualified  right  u  i-  11  J  •  A  ,  A  *  t, 
of  search,  with  a  power  of  deuining  the  vessels  of  ident,  the  full  and  anxious  consideration  due  to  its 
Pithpr  Stkte-  with  slaves  aduaUv  on  board.                 importance,  and,  above  all,  to  the  enlarged  philan- 


levelled.  Your  Lordship  will  pardon  me  this  al- 
lusion to  the  earnest  efforts  of  the  United  States  to 
put  down  the  traffic  within  their  own  limits,  fall- 
ing in,  as  it  merely  does,  with  the  tribute  which 
you  have  been  pleased  to  pay  to  their  early  exer- 
tions in  helping  to  dry  up  this  prolific  source  of 
human  woe. 

Whether  any  causes  may  throw  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  their  uniting  in  that  concert  of  external 
measures,  in  which  Europe  generally,  and  this 
nation  in  particular,  are  now  so  happily  enpged, 
the  more  effectually  to  banish  from  the  world  this 
great  enormity,  I  dare  not,  in  the  total  absence  of 
all  instructions,  presume  to  intimate,  much  less 
have  I  any  opinion  of  my  own  to  offer  upon  a  sub- 
ject so  full  01  delicacy  and  interest.  But  it  is  still 
left  to  me  to  say,  that  I  shall  perform  a  duty  pecu- 
liarly gratifying  in  transmitting,  by  the  earliest 
opportunities,  copies  of  your  Lordship's  note,  with 
the  documents  which  accompanied  it,  to  my  Gov- 
ernment, and  I  sufficiently  know  the  permanent 
sensibility  which  pervades  all  its  councils  upon 
this  subject,  to  promise  that  the  overture,  which 
the  former  embraces,  will  receive,  from  the  Pres- 


either  State,  with  slaves  actually 

You  will  perceive  in  these  conventions  a  studi- 
ous, and,  I  trust,  a  successful  attempt,  to  narrow 
and  limit  this  power  within  the  due  bounds,  and 
to  guard  it  against  perversion.  If  the  American 
Grovernment  is  disposed  to  enter  into  a  sirnilar 
concert,  and  can  suggest  any  further  regulations, 
the  better  to  obviate  abuse,  this  Government  will 
be  most  ready  to  listen  to  any  suggestion  of  this 
nature,  their  only  object  being  to  contribute,  by 
every  effort  in  their  power,  to  put  an  end  to  this 
disgraceful  traffic. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  truth,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  humble  servant, 

CASTLEREAGH. 


thropy  on, the  part  of  this  Government,  by  which 
it  has  been  dictated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consid- 
eration, your  Lordship's  obedient  faithful  servant, 

RICHAKD  RUSH. 


Mr.  Rush  to  Lord  CastUreagh. 

London,  June  23,  1818. 
My   Lord  :  I   have  been   honored   with  your 
Lordship's  note  of  the  twentieth  of  this  month, 
enclosing  copies  of  treaties  recently  concluded  be- 
tween this  Government  and  the  Government  of 
Portugal,  Spain,  and  the  Netherlands,  respectively, 
in  relation  to  the  slave  trade,  and  designed  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  this  subject,  with  a  view  to  its  co-opera- 
tion upon  principles  similar  to  those  held  out  in 
these  treaties,  in  measures  that  may  tend  to  the 
more  complete  and  universal  abolition  of  the  traffic. 
The  United  States,  from  an  early  day  of  their 
history,  have  regarded  w^ith  deep  and  uniform  ab- 
horrence the  existence  of  a  traffic  attended  by  such 
complications  of  misery  and  guilt.     Its  trancend- 
ant  evils  roused,  throughout  all  ranks,  a  corres- 
ponding zeal  for  their  extirpation.    One  step  fol- 
lowed another  until   humanity   triumphed,  and 
against  its  continuance,  under  any  shape,  by  its 
own  citizens,  the  most  absolute  prohibitions  of 
their  code  have,  for  a  period  of  more  than  ten 
years,  been  rigorously,  and,  it  is  hoped,  beneficially 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  the  Secret  art/  of  State  to 
Messrs.  Gallatin  and  Rush,  dated  Department  of 
State,  Noven,ber  2,  1818. 

"Slave  Tkade. 

"  The  President  desires  that  you  would  make 
known  to  the  British  Government,  his  sensibility 
to  the  friendly  spirit  of  confidence  with  which  the 
treaties  lately  contracted  bv  Great  Britain  with 
Spain,  Portugal,  and  the  Netherlands,  and  the 
legislative  measures  of  Parliament,  founded  upon 
them,  have  been  communicated  to  this  Govern- 
ment, and  the  invitation  to  the  United  States  to 
join  in  the  same  or  similar  arrangements  has  been 
given.  He  wishes  you  also  to  give  the  strongest 
assurances  that  the  solicitude  of  the  United  States 
for  the  accomplishment  of  the  common  object, 
the  total  and  final  abolition  of  that  odious  traffic, 
continues  with  all  the  earnestness  which  has  so 
long  and  so  steadily  distinguished  the  course  of 
their  policy  in  relation  to  it.  As  an  evidence  of 
this  earnestness,  he  requests  you  to  communicate 
to  them  a  copy  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  last 
session,  in  addition  to  the  act  of  1607,  to  prohibit 
the  importation  of  slaves  into  the  United  States, 
(Acts  of  the  last  session,  chapter  66,  page  81,)  and 
to  declare  the  readiness  of  this  Government,  within 
their  Constitutional  powers,  to  adopt  any  further 
measures,  which  experience  may  prove  to  be  ne- 
cessary, for  the  purpose  of  attaining  so  desirable 
an  end. 

"  But  you  will  observe  that,  in  examining  the 
provisions  of  the  treaties  communicated  by  Lord 
Castlereagh,  all  their  essential  articles  appear  to 
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be  of  a  character  not  adapted  to  the  institutions  or 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  United  States. 

"  The  power  agreed  to  be  reciprocally  given  to 
the  officers  of  the  ships  of  war  of  either  party  to 
enter,  search,  capture,  and  carry  into  port  for  ad- 
judication, the  merchant  vessels  of  the  other,  how- 
ever qualified  and  restricted,  is  most  essentially 
connected  with  the  institution  by  each  treaty  ot 
two  mixed  courts,  one  of  which  to  reside  m  the 
external  or  colonial  possessions  of  each  of  the  two 
parties,  respectively.  This  part  of  the  system  is 
indispensable  to  give  it  that  character  of  recipro- 
city, without  which,  the  right  granted  to  the  armed 
ships  of  one  nation  to  search  the  merchant  vessels 
of  another,  would  be  rather  a  mark  of  vassalage 
than  of  independence.  But,  to  this  part  of  the 
system,  the  United  States,  having  no  colonies, 
either  on  the  coast  of  Africa  or  in  the  West  Indies, 
cannot  give  effect. 

"You  will  add  that,  by  the  Constitution  ot  the 
United  States,  it  is  provided,  the  judicial  power  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  vested  in  a  supreme 
Court,  and  in  such  inferior  courts  as  the  Congress 
may,  from  time  to  time,  ordain  and  establish.  It 
provides  that  the  judges  of  these  courts  shall  hold 
their  offices  during  good  behaviour ;  and  that  they 
shall  be  removable  by  impeachment  and  convic- 
tion of  crimes  or  misdemeanors.  There  may  be 
some  doubt  whether  the  power  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  is  competent  to  institute  a 
court  for  the  carrying  into  execution  their  penal 
statutes,  beyond  the  territories  of  the  United  States, 
a  court  consisting  partly  of  foreign  judges,  not 
amenable  to  impeachment  for  corruption,  and  de- 
ciding upon  statutes  of  the  United  Stales  without 

appeal.  i 

'•  That  the  disposal  of  the  negroes,  found  on 
board  the  slave-trading  vessels,  w^hich  might  be 
condemned  by  the  sentence  of  these  mixed  courts, 
cannot  be  carried  into  effect  by  the  United  States  ; 
for,  if  the  slaves  of  a  vessel  condemned  by  the 
mixed  court  should  be  delivered  over  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  as  freemen,  they 
could  not,  but  by  their  own  consent,  be  employed 
as  servants  or  free  laborers.  The  condition  of  the 
blacks  being,  in  this  Union,  regulated  by  the  mu- 
nicipal laws  of  the  separate  States,  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  can  neither  guaranty 
their  liberty  in  the  States  where  they  could  only 
be  received  as  slaves,  nor  control  them  in  the  States 
where  they  would  be  recognised  as  free. 

"  That  the  admission  of  a  right  in  the  officers 
of  foreign  ships  of  war  to  enter  and  search  the 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  in  time  of  peace,  un- 
der any  circumstances  whatever,  would  meet  with 
universal  repugnance  in  the  public  opinion  of  this 
country  ;  that  there  would  be  no  prospect  of  a  rat- 
ification, by  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to 
any  stipulation  of  that  nature ;  that  the  search  by 
foreign  officers,  even  in  time  of  war,  is  so  obnox- 
ious to  the  feelings  and  recollections  of  this  coun- 
try, that  nothing  could  reconcile  them  to  the  ex- 
tension of  it,  however  qualified  or  restricted,  to  a 
time  of  peace;  and  that  it  would  be  viewed  in  a 
still  more  aggravated  light  if,  as  in  the  treaty  with 
the  Netherlands,  connected  with  a  formal  admis- 


sion that  even  vessels  under  convoy  of  ships  of 
war  of  their  own  nation,  should  be  liable  to  search 
by  the  ships  of  war  of  another. 

«  You  will  therefore  express  the  regret  of  the 
President  that  the  stipulations  in  the  treaty  com- 
municated by  Lord  Castlereagh,  are  of  a  charac- 
ter to  which  the  peculiar  situation  and  institutions 
of  the  United  Stales  do  not  permit  them  to  accede. 
The  Constitutional  objection  may  be  the  more 
readily  understood  by  the  British  Cabinet,  if  they 
are  reminded  that  it  was  an  obstacle  proceeding 
from  the  same  principle  which  prevented  Great 
Britain  from  becoming,  formally,  a  party  to  the 
Holy  Alliance.    Neither  can  they  be  at  a  loss  to 
perceive  the  embarrassment  under  which  we  should 
be  placed  by  receiving  cargoes  of  African  negroes, 
and  be  bound  at  once  to  guaranty  their  liberty, 
and  to  employ  them  as  servants.     Whether  they 
will  be  as  ready  to  enter  into  our  feelings  with 
regard  to  the  search  by  foreign  navy  lieutenants, 
of  vessels  under  convoy  of  our  own  navy  com- 
manders, is  perhaps  of  no  material  importance. 
The  other  reasons  are  presumed  lobe  amply  suffi- 
cient to  convince  them  that  the  motives  for  de- 
clining this  overture,  are  compatible  with  an  ear- 
nest wish  that  the  measures  concerted  by  these 
treaties  may  prove  successful  in  extirpating  that 
root  of  numberless  evils,  the  traffic  in  human  blood, 
and  with  the  determination  to  co-operate  to  the 
utmost  extent  of  our  powers,  in  this  great  viiwica- 
tion  of  the  sacred  rights  of  humanity." 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Rush  to  Lord  Castlereagh, 

dated 
London,  December  21,  1818. 

The  undersigned.  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States, 
has  the  honor  to  present  his  compliments  to  Lord 
Castlereagh. 

In  the  note  of  the  twenty-third  of  June,  which 
the  undersigned  had  the  honor  to  address  to  his 
Lordship,  in  answer  to  his  Lordship's  commani- 
cation  ot  the  twentieth  of  the  same  month,  rda- 
tive  to  the  slave  trade,  the  undersigned  had  great 
pleasure  in  giving  the  assurance  that  he  would 
transmit  a  copy  of  that  communication  to  his  Gov- 
ernment, together  with  the  documents  which  ac- 
companied It,  being  copies  of  treaties  entered  into 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  with  Spain,  Portu- 
gal, and  the  Netherlands,  for  the  more  complete 
abolition  of  the  odious  traffic  in  slaves.  He  ac- 
cordingly lost  no  time  in  fulfilling  that  duty,  and 
has  now  the  honor  to  inform  his  Lordship  of  the 
instructions  with  which  he  has  been  furnished  by 
his  Government  in  reply. 

He  has  been  distinctly  commanded,  m  the  farst 
place,  to  make  known  the  sensibility  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  the  friendly  spirit  of  confidence  m  which 
these  treaties,  and  the  legislative  measures  of  I  arha- 
ment  founded  upon  them,  have  been  communicated 
to  the  United  States,  and  to  the  invitation  which 
has  been  given  that  they  would  jom  in  the  same 
or  similar  arrangements,  the  more  effectually  to 
accomplish  the  beneficent  object  to  which  they 
look.    He  is  further  commanded  to  give  the  strong- 
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est  assurances  that  the  solicitude  of  the  United 
States  for  the  universal  extirpation  of  this  traffic 
continues  with  all  the  earnestness  which  so  long 
and  steadily  distinguished  the  course  of  their  policy 
in  relation  to  it.  Of  their  general  prohibitory  law 
of  1807,  it  is  unnecessary  that  the  undersigned 
should  speak,  his  Lordship  being  already  apprized 
of  its  provisions;  among  which  the  authority  to 
employ  the  national  force,  as  auxiliary  to  its  exe- 
cution, will  not  have  escaped  attention.  But  he 
has  it  in  charge  to  make  known,  as  a  new  pledge 
of  their  unremitting  and  active  desire  in  the  cause 
of  abolition,  that,  so  lately  as  the  month  of  April 
last,  another  act  of  Congress  was  passed,  by  which, 
not  only  are  the  citizens  and  vessels  of  the  United 
States  interdicted  from  carrying  on,  or  being  in 
any  way  engaged  in,  the  trade,  but  in  which,  also, 
the  best  precautions  that  legislative  enactments 
can  devise,  or  their  penalties  enforce,  are  raised 
up  against  the  introduction  into  their  territories  of 
slaves  from  abroad,  under  whatever  pretext  at- 
tempted, and  especially  from  dominions  which  lie 
more  immediately  in  their  neighborhood.  A  copy 
of  this  act  is  herewith  enclosed  for  the  more  par- 
ticular information  of  his  Lordship.  That  pecu- 
liarity in  the  eighth  section  which  throws  upon  a 
defendant  the  labor  of  proof  as  the  condition  of 
acquittal,  the  undersigned  persuades  himself  will 
be  regarded  as  signally  manifesting  an  anxiety  to 
suppress  the  hateful  offence,  departing  as  it  does 
from  the  analogy  of  criminal  jurisprudence  which 
so  generally  requires  the  independent  and  positive 
establishment  of  guilt  as  the  first  step  in  every 
public  prosecution.  To  measures  of  .such  a  char- 
acter, thus  early  adopted  and  sedulously  pursued, 
the  undersigned  is  further  commanded  to  say,  that 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  acting 
within  the  pale  of  its  Constitutional  powers,  will 
always  be  ready  to  superadd  any  others  that  ex- 
perience may  prove  to  be  necessary  for  attaining 
the  desirable  end  in  view. 

But,  on  examining  the  provisions[of  the  treaties, 
which  your  Lordship  honored  the  undersigned  by 
communicating,  it  has  appeared  to  the  President 
that  their  essential  articles  are  of  a  character  not 
adapted  to  the  circumstances  or  to  the  institutions 
of  the  United  States. 

The  powers  agreed  to  be  given  to  the  ships  of 
war  of  either  party  to  search,  capture,  and  carry 
into  port  for  adjudication,  the  merchant  vessels  of 
the  other,  however  qualified,  is  connected  with 
the  establishment,  by  each  treaty,  of  two  mixed 
courts ;  one  of  which  is  to  have  its  seat  in  the 
colonial  possessions  of  the  parties  respectively. 
The  institution  of  such  tribunals  is  necessarily  re- 
garded as  fundamental  to  the  whole  arrangement, 
whilst  their  peculiar  structure  is  doubtless  intend- 
ed, and  would  seem  to  be  indispensable,  towards 
imparting  to  it  a  just  reciprocity.  But  to  this  part 
of  the  system,  the  United  States,  having  no  colo- 
nies upon  the  coast  of  Africa,  in  the  West  Indies, 
or  elsewhere,  cannot  give  effect. 

Moreover,  the  powers  of  government  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  whilst  they  can  only  be  exercised  within 
the  grants,  are  also  subject  to  the  restrictions  of 
the  Federal  Constitution.     By  the  latter  instru- 


ment, all  judicial  power  is  to  be  vested  in  a  Su- 
preme Court,  and  in  such  other  inferior  courts  as 
Congress  may  from  time  to  time  ordain  and  estab- 
lish. It  further  provides,  that  the  judges  of  these 
courts  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good  beha- 
viour, and  be  removable  on  impeachment  and  con- 
viction of  crimes  and  misdemeanors.  There  are 
serious  doubts  whether,  obeying  the  spirit  of  these 
injunctions,  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
would  be  competent  to  appear  as  party  to  the  in- 
stitution of  a  court  for  carrying  into  execution 
their  penal  statutes  in  places  out  ot  their  own  terri- 
tory— a  court  consisting  partly  of  foreign  judges 
not  liable  to  impeachment  under  the  authority  of 
the  United  States,  and  deciding  upon  their  statutes 
without  appeal. 

Again :  Obstacles  would  exist  towards  giving 
validity  to  the  disposal  of  the  negroes  found  on 
board  the  slave-tradmg  vessels,  condemned  by  the 
sentence  of  the  mixed  courts.  If  they  should  be 
delivered  over  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  as  freemen,  they  could  not,  but  by  their 
own  consent,  be  employed  as  servants  or  free  labor- 
ers. The  condition  of  negroes  and  other  people 
of  color  in  the  United  States  being  regulated  by 
the  municipal  laws  of  the  separate  States,  the 
Government  of  the  former  could  neither  guaranty 
their  liberty  in  the  States,  where  they  could  only 
be  received  as  slaves,  nor  control  them  in  the 
States  where  they  would  be  recognised  as  free. 
The  provisions  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of 
Congress,  which  the  undersigned  has  the  honor  to 
enclose,  will  be  seen  to  point  to  this  obstacle,  and 
may  be  taken  as  siill  lurther  explanatory  of  its 
nature. 

These  are  some  of  the  principal  reasons  which 
arrest  the  assent  of  the  President  to  the  very  frank 
and  friendly  overture  contained  in  your  Lord? hip's 
communication.  Having  their  foundation  in  Con- 
stitutional impediments,  the  Government  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty  will  know  how  to  appreciate 
their  force.  It  will  be  seen  how  compatible  they 
are  with  the  most  earnest  wishes  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  that  the  measures  concerted  by 
these  treaties  may  bring  about  the  total  downfall 
of  the  traffic  in  human  blood;  and  with  their  de- 
termination to  co-operate,  to  the  utmost  extent 
of  their  Constitutional  power,  towards  this  great 
consummation  so  imperiously  due  at  the  hands 
of  all  nations  to  the  past  wrongs  and  sufferinors  of 
Atrica. 

The  undersigned  prays  Lord  Castlereagh  to  ac- 
cept the  assurances  of  his  distinguished  consid- 
eration. 

RICHARD  RUSH. 


Mr 


Rus^h  to  the  Secretary  of  State — Extract. 
Lo.NDo.N,  March  5,  1819. 
"  Lord  Castlereagh  sent  me,  a  few  days  ago^ 
the  enclosed  printed  parliamentary  document.  It 
will  be  found  to  comprise  a  variety  of  interesting 
papers  relating  to  the  slave  trade,  exhibiting  afl 
that  has  lately  been  done  by  the  Powers  of  Europe 
upon  the  subject,  and  the  actual  and  precise  foot- 
ing upon  which  it  now  stands.     Its  receipt  was 
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the  first  notice  that  I  had  in  any  shape  of  the  fact 
of  the  publication,  or  of  there  being  any  intention 
to  publish  mv  notes  to  this  Government  of  the 
23d  of  June  and  21st  of  December.     It  will  be 
seen,  from  one  of  the  papers,  how  unequivocal 
and  animated  has  been  the  refusal  of  France  to 
allow  her  vessels  to  be  boarded  and  searched  at 
sea  for  slaves.     Now,  there  is  nothing  more  evi- 
dent, as  may  be  collected  from  my  despatch  of  the 
15th  of  last  April,  than  that  this  is  a  result  which, 
at  that  period,  Lord  Castlereagh  did  not  antici- 
pate.    Nevertheless,  it  would  seem,  from  a  pas- 
sage in  his  Lordship's  letter  to  Lord  Bathurst,  from 
Paris,  dated  the  10th  of  December,  the  last  paper 
m  the  collection,  and  written  subsequently  to  all 
the  conferences  and  declarations  at  Aix  la  Cha- 
pelle,  that  he  still  indulges  a  sanguine  expectation 
that  'the  French  Government  may  be  brought,  at 
no  distant  period,  to  unite  their  naval  exertions 
with  those  of  the  other  allied  Powers,  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  trade.'     Some  of  the  evidence  fur- 
nished by  the  African  Society,  in  London,  and 
from  Sierra  Leone,  as  to  the  extent  in  which  the 
trade  continues  to  be  unlawfully  carried  on,  may 
probably  command  attention  in  the  United  States. 
"  What  communications  may,  at  any  former 
periods,  have  been  made  to  the  Government  of  the 
United   States,   by  the   Government  of  France, 
Russia,  or  Prussia,  through  any  channel,  either  in 
Europe  or  at  Washington,  of  their  intentions  in 
regard  to  this  naval  combination  for  putting  down 
the  traffic,  I  am  not  informed.     It  is  impossible  to 
refrain  from  remarking,  that,  to  me,  they  remained 
utterly  unknown,  until  I  saw  them  recorded  in 
these  pages  of  a  document  given  to  the  world  by 
England."' 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Rush  to  the  Secretari/  of 
State,  dxted  Lnuiou,  Nocember  10,  1819. 

"On  the  7th  of  this  month  I  received  a  note 
from  Lord  Castlereagh,  requesting  that  I  would  j 
call  upon  him  at  his  house  on  the  yih.     I  waited  i 
upon  him  at  the  time  appointed.  1 

"  His  object,  he  stated,  was  to  say  to  me,  that  ! 
the  Government  of  Great  Britain  had  lost  none  of ; 
Its  anxiety  to  see  produced  among  nations,  more  j 
universal  and  effective  co-operation  than  had  yet , 
been  witnessed,  for  the  total  abolition  of  the  slave  ', 
trade.     It  was  still  carried  on,  he  observed,  to  an  i 
extent  that  was  afflicting.     In  some  respects,  as ! 
the  evidence  collected  by  the  African  Institution  ' 
and  from  other  sources  would  show,  the  voyages 
were  marked  by  more  than  all  their  original  out- 
rages upon  humanity.     It  was  the  intention  of  the 
Prince  Regent  again  to  invite  the  United  States 
to  negotiate  upon  the  subject,  in  the  hope,  not- 
withstanding what   had   heretofore  passed,  that 
some  practicable  mode  might  still  be  adopted  by 
which  they  could  consent  to  become  party  to  the 
association  for  finally  extirpating  the  traffic.    That 
I  was  aware  of  the  addresses  which  had  been  pre- 
sented to  his  Royal  Highness  by  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,  at  the  close  of  the  last  session,  for  the 
renewal  of  negotiations  with  the  Governments  both 
of  the  United  States  and  France,  to  effectuate  this 


most  desirable  end.    That  it  was  his  Lordship's 
design  to  enclose  to  me,  at  an  early  day,  copies  of 
these  addresses,  as  a  foundation  upon  which  to 
build  in  the  new  endeavor  which  this  Grovernment 
was  now  prepared  to  make.     In  doing  so,  his  ob- 
ject, however,  merely  would  be,  that  of  bespeak- 
ing ray  interposition  towards  making  known  to 
the  President  the  measures  contemplated  ;  since  it 
was  intended  that  all  further  negotiation  should  be 
carried  on  at  Washington.     This  he  thought  in- 
dispensable after  the  past  failure,  as  it  could  not 
be  supposed  that  I  was  prepared  with  any  new- 
authority  or  instructions  to  resume  it  upon  this- 
side  of  the  water.     That  the  new  Minister,  Mr. 
Canning,  who,  his  Lordship  now  informed  me^ 
was  to  sail  as  early  in  the  Spring  as  practicable^ 
would   accordingly   have  the  whole   subject  ia 
charge,  and  be  prepared  to  enter  upon  it  on  his 
arrival,  under  ardent  hopes  for  an  auspicious  ter- 
mination of  his  labors.     I  replied  that  I  would,  in 
the  same  spirit  as  before,  make  known  theconimu- 
nication  to  my  Government.     I  adverted  a^in  to 
the  obstacles  which  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
[  Stales  interposed  to  the  project ;  and  also  to  the 
I  peculiar  and  extreme  caution  with  which  the  mo- 
'  raentous  question  of  search  mingled  with  it  would 
be  looked  at  throughout  every  part  of  the  country. 
I  I  said  that  these  reasons  superadded  themselves  to 
'  that  derived  from  the  failure  of  the  attempt  already 
I  made  here  to  ^ive  great  propriety,  as  it  struck  me, 
!  to  a  change  ot  the  scene  of  negotiation.     That  if 
i  any  thing  could  be  done,  it  could  be  done  only,  or 
at  all  events  be  done  best,  at  Washington.     That 
I  the  President,  I  was  sure,  continued  to  possess  all 
his  original  sensibility  to  the  importance  of  the 
j  subject,  and  would  entertain  any  proposals,  differ- 
I  ently  modified,  that  were  submitted,  with  the  same 
anxious  dispositions  as  ever,  for  a  favorable  result 
to  their  objects. 

"  The  conversation  went  off  by  reference  on  my 
part  to  the  Holy  League.     I  remarked  that,  as 
the  Government  of  Great  Britain  had  declared, 
that  the  principles  of  that  league  had  its  entire  ap- 
probation, although  it  had  not  formally  become  a 
party  to  it,  so  the  United  States,  acting  within 
their  Constitutional  limits,  had  long  and  earnestly 
striven,  and  would,   it  might  be  confidently  af- 
firmed, though  restrained  from  going  hand  in  hand 
with  Europe,  alw^ays  continue  their  eflbrts  in  the 
same  beneficent  spirit,  for  putting  down  totally 
the  slave  trade.     It  is  well  known  that  the  Earl  of 
Liverpool,  not  longer  ago  than*last  February,  de- 
scribed, in  the  House  of  Peers,  the  character  of 
this  league,  as  well  as  the  insurmountable  impedi- 
ment which  held  back  this  country  from  signing 
it.     He  distinctly  declared  that,  as  the  signatures 
were  all  in  the  autograph  of  the  respective  sover- 
eigns, England,  in  point  of  form,  could  never  ac- 
cede to  it ;  for  it  was  not  consistent  with  her  con- 
stitution that  the  Prince  Regent  should  himself 
'  sign  such  an  instrument,  without  the  intervention 
'  of  a  responsible  Minister.     Upon  my  reminding 
Lord  Castlereagh  of  this  declaration,  which  I  was 
the  more  ready  to  do  so  since  it  was  your  wish 
that  the  illustration  should  be  brought  into  view, 
he  candidly  admitted  that  we  too  doubtless  had 


» 


J 


1327 


APPENDIX. 


1328 


I! 


\ 


Suppression  0/  the  Slave  Trade. 


our  Constitutional  embarrassments;  but  he  never- 
theless hoped  that  such,  and  all  others,  might,  by 
proper  modifications  of  the  plan,  be  overcome." 


Mr.  Canniru;  to  the  Secretary  of  Stafe. 

Washington,  Dec.  20,  1819. 

The  undersigned,  His  Britannic  Majesty's  En- 
voy Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary, 
took  an  early  opportunity,  after  his  arrival  in  the 
City  of  Washington,  to  inform  Mr.  Adams  that, 
in  pursuance  of  Lord  Castlereagh's  note,  dated  the 
11th  November,  1819,  communicating  to  Mr. 
Rush  an  address  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 
relating  to  the  African  slave  trade,  he  was  in- 
structed to  bring  that  important  question  again 
under  the  consideration  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment, in  the  hope  of  being  found  practicable  so  to 
combine  the  preventive  measures  of  the  two  coun- 
tries as  materially  to  accelerate  the  total  extinc- 
tion of  an  evil,  which  both  have  long  united  in 
condemning  and  opposing. 

Mr.  Adams  will  find  no  difficulty  in  recollecting 
the  several  conversations  which  have  passed  be- 
tween him  and  the  undersigned  on  this  subject ; 
he  will  remember  that  the  last  of  those  conversa- 
tions, which  took  place  towards  the  close  of  Oc- 
tober, was  terminated  with  an  assurance  on  his 
part,  that  the  proposals  of  the  English  Govern- 
ment would  be  taken  into  full  deliberation  as  soon 
after  the  meeting  of  Congress  as  the  state  of  pub- 
lic business  would  allow,  with  a  sincere  disposi- 
tion to  remove  any  impediments  which  appeared 
at  first  sight  to  stand  in  the  way  of  their  accep- 
tance. 

An  interval  of  considerable  length  having 
elapsed  since  that  period,  the  undersigned  is  per- 
suaded that  Mr.  Adams  will  shortly  be  at  liberty 
to  communicate  the  definitive  sentiments  of  hi^ 
Government  on  a  subject  which  is  of  too  deep  and 
too  general  an  importance  not  to  engage  the  at- 
tention and  benevolent  feelings  of  the  United 
States. 

In  this  persuasion,  the  undersigned  conceives  it 
unnecessary,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  go  over 
the  various  grounds  which  formed  the  matter  of 
his  late  conversations  with  Mr.  Adams. 

Notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  done  on  both 
sides  of  the  Atlantic  for  the  suppression  of  the  Af- 
rican slave  trade,  it  is  notorious  that  an  illicit 
commerce,  attended  with  aggravated  sufferings  to 
its  unhappy  victims,  is  still  carried  on ;  and  it  is 
generally  acknowledged  that  a  combined  system 
of  maritime  police  can  alone  afford  the  means  of 
putting  it  down  with  effect. 

That  concurrence  of  principle  in  the  condem- 
nation and  prohibition  of  the  slave  trade,  which 
has  so  honorably  distinguished  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  seems  naturally  and  unavoidably  to  lead 
to  a  concert  of  measures  between  the  two  Gov- 
ernments, the  moment  that  such  co-operation  is 
recognised  as  necessary  for  the  accomplishment  of 
their  mutual  purpose.  It  cannot  be  anticipated 
that  either  of  the  parties,  discouraged  by  such 
difficulties  as  are  inseparable  from  all  human 


i  transactions  of  any  magnitude,  will  be  contented  to 
I  acquiesce  in  the  continuance  of  a  practice  so  fia- 
i  grantly  immoral ;  especially  at  the  present  favora- 
ble period,  when  the  slave  trade  is  completely 
abolished  to  the  north  of  the  equator,  and  counte- 
nanced by  Portugal  alone  to  the  south  of  that 
line. 

Mr.  Adams  is  fully  acquainted  with  the  par- 
ticular measures  recommended  by  His  Majesty's 
Ministers  as  best  calculated,  in  their  opinion,  to 
attain  the  object  which  both  parties  have  in  view  ; 
but  he  need  not  be  reminded  that  the  English 
;  Government  is  too  sincere  in  the  pursuit  of  that 
common  object,  to  press  the  adoption  of  its  own 
proposals,  however  satisfactory  in  themselves,  to 
the  exclusion  of  any  suggestions  equally  conducive 
to  the  same  end,  and  more  agreeable  to  the  insti- 
tutions or  prevailing  opinion  of  other  nations. 

The  undersigned  embraces  this  opportunity  to 
offer  Mr.  Adams  the  assurance  of  his  high  con- 
sideration. 

STRATFORD  CANNING. 


The  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Canning. 
Depart.ment  of  State, 

Washingtm,  Dec.  30,  1820. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your 
note  of  the  20th  instant,  in  reply  to  which,  I  am 
directed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
inform  you  that,  conformably  to  the  assurances 
given  you  in  the  conversation  to  which  you  refer, 
the  proposals  made  by  your  Government  to  the 
United  States,  inviting  their  accession  to  the 
arrangements  contained  in  certain  treaties  with 
Spain,  Portugal,  and  the  Netherlands,  to  which 
Great  Britain  is  the  reciprocal  contracting  party, 
have  again  been  taken  into  the  most  serious  delib- 
eration of  the  President,  with  an  anxious  desire  of 
contributing,  to  the  utmost  extent  of  the  power> 
within  the  competency  of  this  Government,  and 
by  means  compatible  with  its  duties  to  the  rights 
of  its  own  citizens,  and  with  the  principles  of  it5 
national  independence,  to  the  effectual  and  final 
suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade. 

At  an  earlier  period  of  the  communications  be- 
tween the  two  Governments  upon  this  subject,  the 
President,  in  manifesting  his  sensibility  to  the 
amicable  spirit  of  confidence  with  which  the  mea- 
sures, concerted  between  Great  Britain  and  some 
of  her  European  allies,  had  been  made  known  to 
the  United  States,  and  to  the  free  and  candid  offer 
of  admitting  the  United  States  to  a  participation 
in  these  measures,  had  instructed  the  Minister  of 
the  United  States  residing  near  your  (Government 
to  represent  the  difficulties,  resulting  as  well  from 
certain  principles  of  international  law,  of  the 
deepest  and  most  painful  interest  to  these  United 
States,  as  from  limitations  of  authority  prescribed 
by  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  the  legislative 
and  executive  depositaries  of  the  national  power, 
which  placed  him  under  the  necessity  of  declining 
the  proposal.  It  had  been  stated  that  a  compact, 
giving  the  power  to  the  naval  officers  of  one  nation 
to  search  the  merchant  vessels  of  another  for  offen- 
ders and  offences  against  the  laws  of  the  latter. 
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backed  by  a  further  power  to  seize  and  carry  into 
a  foreign  port,  and  there  subject  to  the  decision  of 
a  tribunal  composed  of  at  least  one-half  foreigners, 
irresponsible  to  the  supreme  corrective  tribunal  of 
this  Union,  and  not  amenable  to  the  control  of 
impeachment  for  official  misdemeanor,  was  an  in- 
vestment of  power  over  the  persons,  property,  and 
reputation,  of  the  citizens  of  this  country,  not  only 
unwarranted  by  any  delegation  of  sovereign  power 
to  the  National  Grovernment,  but  so  adverse  to  the 
elementary  principles  and  indispensable  securities 
of  individual  rights,  interwoven  in  all  the  political 
institutions  of  this  country,  that  not  even  the  most 
unqualified  approbation  of  the  ends  to  which  this 
organization  of  authority  was  adapted,  nor  the 
most  sincere  and  earnest  wish  to  concur  in  every 
suitable  expedient  for  their  accomplishment,  could 
reconcile  it  to  the  sentiments  or  tne  principles,  of 
which,  in  the  estimation  of  the  people  and  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  no  consideration 
whatsoever  could  justify  the  transgression. 

In  the  several  conferences  which,  since  your 
arrival  here,  I  have  had  the  honor  of  holding  with 
you.  and  in  which  this  subject  has  been  fully  and 
freely  discussed  between  us,  the  incompetericy  of 
the  power  of  this  Government  to  become  a  party 
to  the  institution  of  tribunals  organized  like  those 
stipulated  in  the  conventions  above  noticed,  and 
the  incompatibility  of  such  tribunals  with  the 
essential  character  of  the  Constitutional  rights 
guarantied  to  every  citizen  of  the  Union,  has  been 
shown  by  direct  references  to  the  fundamental 
principles  of  our  Government,  in  which  the  su- 
preme, unlimited,  sovereign  power  is  considered 
as  inherent  in  the  whole  body  of  its  people,  while 
its  delegations  are  limited  and  restricted  by  the 
terms  of  the  instruments  sanctioned  by  them,  un- 
der which  the  powers  of  legislation,  judgment,  and 
execution,  are  administered  ;  and  by  special  indi- 
cations of  the  articles  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Slates,  which  expressly  prohibit  their  con- 
stituted authorities  from  erecting  any  judicial 
courts,  by  the  forms  of  process  belonging  to  which 
American  citizens  should  be  called  to  answer  for 
any  penal  offence,  without  the  intervention  of  a 
grand  jury  to  accuse,  and  of  a  jury  of  trial  to 
decide  upon  the  charge. 

But,  while  regretting  that  the  character  of  the 
organized  means  of  co-operation  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  African  slave  trade,  proposed  by  Great 
Britain,  did  not  admit  of  our  concurrence  in  the 
adoption  of  them,  the  President  has  been  far  from 
the  disposition  to  reject  or  discountenance  the 
general  proposition  of  concerted  co-operation  with 
Great  Britain  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  com- 
mon end — the  suppression  of  the  trade.  For  this 
purpose,  armed  cruisers  of  the  United  States  have 
been  for  some  time  kept  stationed  on  the  coast  which 
is  the  scene  of  this  odious  traffic — a  measure  which 
it  is  in  the  contemplation  of  this  Government  to  con- 
tinue without  intermission.  As  there  are  armed 
British  vessels,  charged  with  the  same  duty,  con- 
stantly kept  cruising  on  the  same  coast,  I  am 
directed  by  the  President  to  propose  that  instruc- 
tions, to  be  concerted  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments, with  a  view  to  mutual  assistance,  should 


be  given  to  the  commanders  of  the  vessels  respec- 
tively assigned  to  that  service;  that  they  may  be 
ordered,  whenever  the  occasion  may  render  it  con- 
venient, to  cruise  in  company  together,  to  commu- 
nicate mutually  to  each  other  all  information 
obtained  by  the  one,  and  which  may  be  useful  to 
the  execution  of  the  duties  of  the  other,  and  to 
give  each  other  every  assistance  which  may  be 
compatible  with  the  performance  of  their  own 
service  and  adapted  to  the  end  which  is  the  com- 
mon aim  of  both  parties. 

These  measures,  congenial  to  the  spirit  which 
has  so  long  and  so  steadily  marked  the  policy  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  vindication  of  the  rights 
of  humanity,  will,  it  is  hoped,  prove  effectual  to 
the  purposes  for  which  this  co-operation  is  desired 
by  your  Government,  and  to  which  thi.s  Union 
will  continue  to  direct  its  most  strenuous  and  per- 
severing exertions. 

I  pray  you,  sir,  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my 
distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 

Rt.  Hon.  STRATFORn  Canning, 

Envoy  Extraordinary^  ^c. 


EXECUTION  OF  THE  TREATY  OF  GHENT. 

[Reported  to  the  House,  February  3,  1821.] 

The  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
respecting  the  progress  and  expenditures  of  the 
commissioners  under  the  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh 
articles  of  tiie  Treaty  of  Ghent,  respectfully  sub- 
mit the  following  report : 

The  fifth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  provides 
for  ascertaining  the  boundary  from  the  source  of 
the  St.  Croix  to  the  northwest  corner  of  Nova 
Scotia,  and  also  from  that  corner,  westwardly, 
between  the  United  States  and  Canada,  until  the 
line  strikes  the  Iroquois,  now  called  the  St  Law- 
rence, in  latitude  forty-five  degrees  north. 

Mr.  Van  Ness  is  the  commissioner  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  this  section  of  the  boundary  line. 

The  sixth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  pro- 
vides for  ascertaining  the  boundary  line,  west- 
wardly, from  the  above  mentioned  point  on  the  St. 
Lawrence,  through  Lakes  Ontario,  Erie,  and 
Huron,  and  their  water  communicatietps  to  Lake 
Superior. 

Mr.  Porter,  of  New  York,  is  the  commissioner 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  assigned  to  this 
section. 

By  the  seventh  article  of  that  treaty,  it  is  stipu- 
lated that  when  the  commissioners  appointed  under 
the  sixth  article  shall  have  performed  the  duties 
required  by  that  article,  then  they  are  authorized 
to  determine  the  boundary  line  from  the  water 
communication  between  Lakes  Huron  and  Su- 
perior to  the  northwest  corner  of  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods ;  the  whole  boundary  to  be  established 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of^the  treaty  of  1783. 

Mr.  Porter  will,  of  course,  become  the  Ameri- 
can commissioner,  when  he  shall  have  finished 
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the  duties  required  by  the  sixth  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent, 

By  their  resolution  of  the  21st  of  November 
last,  the  House  requested  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  lay  before  them  information  respect- 
in^  the  progress  made  by  the  commissioners  in 
estoblishing  the  boundary  above  mentioned,  and 
the  expenses  already  incurred.  With  his  message 
of  the  14th  December  last,  the  President  transmit- 
ted a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  containing 
all  the  information  in  the  possession  of  that  De- 
partment requested  by  that  resolution. 

So  far  as  relates  to  the  boundary  from  the  head 
of  the  St.  Croix  to  the  St.  Lawrence,  it  seems 
that  no  information  had  been  afforded  to  the  Gov- 
eramenl  at  the  date  of  the  President's  Message. 
Mr.  Van  Ness,  in  his  letter  ot  the  25th  of  Novem- 
ber last,  observes,  "  with  respect  to  the  progress 
which  has  been  made  by  the  commission,  I  under- 
stand theagenthasalready  given  to  the  Government 
all  the  information  which  it  would  be  in  my  power  I 
to  communicate."  He  also  mentions  that  "  the 
commissioners  under  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty 
have  held  two  sessions  the  present  year ;"  but 
there  is  no  disclosure  of  past  exertions  or  future 
prospects  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned 
to  him. 

Since  that  time,  the  committee  have  been  fur- 
nished with  a  communication  from  Mr.  Van  Ness, 
(marked  No.  18  in  the  manuscript  documents  at- 
tending this  report,)  dated  January  6,  1821,  in 
which  he  observes  that  the  next  meeting  is  to  be 
held  on  the  14th  May,  and  that  the  commissioners 
intend  at  that  meeting  to  continue  in  session  until 
they  have  decided  upon  all  questions  submitted  to 
them  by  the  treaty.  To  this  letter  the  committee 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  House,  as  contain- 
ing much  information  of  the  progress  which  the 
commissioners  under  the  fifth  article  have  made. 
No  satisfactory  reason,  however,  is  assigned  why 
earlier  information  has  not  been  given  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  committee  have  not  seen  any  oc- 
casion for  secrecy  on  the  part  of  the  commission- 
ers. They  were  appointed  to  ascertain  certain 
facts  which  were  supposed  to  exist.  A  disclosure 
of  their  proceedings  would  neither  change  the  po- 
sition of  the  northwest  corner  of  Nova  Scotia,  nor 
alter  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude. 

The  information  of  the  progress  of  the  commis- 
sioners under  the  sixth  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent  is  found  in  the  letters  of  Mr.  Delafield,  da- 
ted October  13th  and  November  1st,  and  in  one 
from  Mr.  Porter,  of  December  2d,  1820,  which  are 
among  the  printed  documents.  These  gentlemen 
express  a  belief  that  the  surveys  under  the  last  men- 
tioned article  will  be  completed  during  the  next 
season.  But  it  appears  that  no  part  of  the  bound- 
ary is  finally  settled.  Whether  it  will  be  done  next 
season,  must  depend  on  the  termination  of  the  sur- 
veys and  the  agreeme^  of  the  commissioners. 
Any  event  which  should  prevent  the  agent  or  com- 
missioner on  either  side  irom  attending  to  his  du- 
ties would  probably  delay  a  decision  for  another 
year ;  and  should  the  calculations  of  the  American 
commissioner  and  agent  prove  correct,  they  will 


have  devoted  about  six  years  to  the  performance 
of  this  part  of  their  duty. 

After  this  they  M'ill  be  ready  to  turn  their  atten- 
tion to  the  boundary  from  the  water  communica- 
tion between  Huron  and  Superior  to  the  north- 
west corner  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  according  to 
the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty. 

It  is  observed  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Porter,  above 
referred  to,  that  "  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty 
relates  to  a  country  which  is  comparatively  of  lit- 
tle importance,  and  a  system  of  operations  is  pro- 
posed to  be  adopted  for  designating  the  boundary, 
which  will  greatly  reduce  both  the  time  and  ex- 
pense of  its  execution."  What  this  system  of  ope- 
rations may  be  is  not  disclosed.  It  is  presumed, 
however,  to  be  such  a  system  as  will  not  endanger 
the  rights  of  the  nation,  while  it  is  a  subject  of  re- 
gret that  it  had  not  been  sooner  applied. 

From  an  examination  of  the  printed  documents, 
it  appears  that  the  sum  of  Sl^,137  63  has  been 
drawn  from  the  Treasury  on  account  of  the  two 
commissions  under  the  treaty  which  have  been 
mentioned. 
Mr.  Van  Ness,  as  commissioner  under 

the  fifth  article,  has  received  -  -  S82,444  00 
Mr.  Bradley,  as  agent         -        -        -     16,655  10 

S99,099  10 


Of  this  sum,  §35,676  13  has  been  expended  by 
the  agent,  and  the  accounts  adjusted  by  the  Ameri- 
can and  British  commissioners ;  but  the  statements 
afforded  are  in  such  general  terms  that  explanation 
is  required  to  determine  how  far  they  coufd  be  ap- 
proved by  this  Government.  The  remainder  of 
the  sum  drawn  under  the  fifth  article  remains  with- 
out evidence  of  its  disbursement,  except  what  may 
be  retained  for  the  commissioner's  salary. 

Mr.  Porter,  the  commissioner  under  the  sixth 
and  seventh  articles  of  the  treaty,  has  drawn  from 
the  Treasury  865,315  95.  No  part  has  been  ac- 
counted for.  He  has  transmitted  statements  of  ex- 
penditures to  the  amount  of  S47,263  09,  exclusive 
of  his  salary.  He  informs  the  Secretary  of  State 
that  "the  vouchers  will  be  transmitted  to  Wash- 
ington on  the  closing  of  the  sixth  article." 
Mr.  Hawkins,  the  late  agent  under 

the  sixth  and  seventh  articles,  has 

drawn  from  the  Treasury    -        -    §28,891  80 
Received  from  Mr.  Parker      -        -  1,815  95 


Amounting  to  the  sum  of 
Statements  of  expenditures,  which 
yet  are  not  adjusted,  are  furnish- 
ed, including  salary  while  employ- 
ed, amounting  to        -        -        - 


30,707  75 


18,548  97 


Balance  against  Mr.  Hawkins    S12,158  78 

It  has  not  been  explained  to  the  committee  why 
i  the  persons  employed  under  the  treaty  have  not 
j  accounted  for  the  moneys  which  have  been  drawn 
I  from  the  Treasury.  The  nation  is  as  deeply  in- 
j  terested  in  the  proper  application  of  its  funds  ex- 
I  pended  under  a  treaty  as  under  any  other  law.  It 
I  is  important,  also,  that  the  Government  should 
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have  a  knowledge  of  past  expenditures,  that  it  may 
properly  provide  for  luture  wants. 

Agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Jan- 
uary 3,  the  committee  have  considered  the  expe- 
diency of  fixing,  by  law,  the  salaries  of  the  com- 
missioners and  agents  under  the  Treaty  of  Ghent. 

In  order  to  come  to  a  conclusion  on  the  subject 
of  that  resolution,  recurrence  must  be  had  to  the 
provisions  of  that  treaty.  By  the  eighth  article 
it  is  stipulated  "  that  the  said  commissioners  shall, 
respectively,  be  paid  in  such  manner  as  shall  be 
agreed  between  thecontractingparties,  such  agree- 
ment being  to  be  settled  at  the  time  of  the  ex- 
change of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty ;  and  all 
other  expenses  attending  the  said  commission  shall 
be  defrayed  equally  by  the  two  parties.  It  is 
clear  that  the  treaty  does  not  fix  the  amount  of 
compensation  which  those  officers  are  to  receive. 
It  declares  that  the  commissioners  shall  be  paid  in 
such  manner  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  the  con- 
tracting parties.  The  contracting  parties  must  be 
understood  to  be  the  Grovernmcnts  of  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain.  If  this  opinion  of  the 
committee  be  correct,  it  would  seem  to  require  an 
exercise  of  the  same  power,  on  the  part  of  this 
Government  at  least,  to  agree  upon  the  manner  in 
which  the  commissioners  should  be  paid,  as  was 
required  to  form  the  treaty  itself 

The  committee  requested  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  inform  them  whether  any  agreement  had  been 
made  between  the  two  Governments  at  the  time 
of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  or  since,  as  to  the 
salaries  of  the  commissioners,  and  whether  any 
communication  had  taken  place  betw^een  the  two 
Grovernments  on  the  subject  of  that  or  any  other 
expense  attending  the  commis^ion. 

The  answer  to  these  and  other  inquiries,  deemed 
material  by  the  committee,  is  contained  in  the 
manuscript  documents  attending  this  report.  No. 
8,  to  which  the  committee  would  call  the  attention 
of  this  House,  is  a  paper  signed  by  Mr.  Baker,  con- 
taining the  evidence  of  an  exchange  of  the  ratifi- 
cations of  the  treaty.  This  paper  contains  the  fol- 
lowing expressions,  viz  :  "At  the  same  time  Mr. 
Monroe  (acting  Secretary  of  State)  expressed  the 
willingness  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  arrange  the  payment  of  the  commisson- 
ers  to  be  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  treaty  on 
the  same  principles  as  was  observed  in  carrying 
into  execution  the  treaty  of  1794  between  the 
same  Powers,  that  is,  the  expense  to  be  equally 
borne  by  the  two  Governments ;  to  which  arrange- 
ment the  undersigned  consented." 

This  is  the  only  document  relating  to  this  sub- 
ject which  the  committee  have  received.  It  ap- 
pears, therefore,  to  the  committee,  that  the  two 
contracting  parties  have  not  settled  the  salaries 
nor  amount  of  compensation  which  the  commis- 
sioners or  agents  shall  receive  for  their  respective 
services. 

It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  each  Grovernment 
was  at  liberty  to  make  such  allowance  to  those  of 
its  own  officers  as  should  be  equitable  and  just. 

By  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  Stale  (No.  1 
of  the  manuscript  documents)  ihe  House  will  be 
fully  informed  what  compensation  has  been  allowed 


heretofore  by  the  Executive  Government  to  the 
commissioners  and  agents.  That  letter  contains 
a  full  explanation  of  the  principles  by  which  the 
Executive  has  been  governed  in  regulating  such 
compensation. 

Congress  having  made  general  appropriations 
for  carrying  into  execution  the  provisions  of  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  without  designating  the  amount 
for  any  particular  service,  the  expenditure  was 
left,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Executive.  Such  salaries  were  then  authorized 
as  had  been  allowed  under  the  treaty  of  1794  for 
similar  services,  which  had  received  the  approba- 
tion of  Congress.  But,  as  this  Government  is 
under  noobligalion,  byany  provisions  of  the  treaty, 
to  allow  any  definite  compensation  to  those  offi- 
cers, they  cannot  derive  iheir  present  salaries  from 
any  higher  authority  than  a  law  of  Congress.  It 
is  considered  by  the  committee  that  Congress  has 
the  same  power  to  increase  or  diminish  any  future 
allowances  in  this  as  in  ordinary  cases,  where 
salaries  are  regulated  by  its  laws. 

The  salaries  of  the  commissioners  under  the 
treaty  of  1794  were  a  subject  of  negotiation.  The 
arrangements  then  made  are  referred  to,  as  has 
been  noticed,  as  principles  for  the  execution  of  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent  in  this  particular  point,  after 
having  received  the  sanction  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Van  Ness,  m  his  letter  of  the  25th  Novem- 
ber, (contained  among  the  printed  papers,)  observes 
that  the  British  commissioners  receive  £1,200  ster- 
ling; and  he  considers  it  is  in  accordance  with 
the  treaty  that  the  American  commissioners  should 
receive  the  same  salary,  as  they  are  the  joint  offi- 
cers of  the  two  Governments. 

The  committee  consider  the  opinion  of  Lord 
Grenville  is  correct,  as  expressed  in  No.  3  of  the 
manuscript  papers.  He  observed  to  our  Minister, 
when  in  the  discussion  of  this  point,  that  "  the 
clause  in  the  treaty  of  1794  did  not  imply  that  the 
payment  of  all  the  commissioners  should  be  the 
same."  It  is  considered  that  equality  of  salaries 
in  this  case  is  no  more  necessary  than  that  Amer- 
ican and  British  Ministers  should  receive  an  equal 
compensation.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the 
agents.  This  is  the  opinion  of  one  of  the  Ameri- 
can commissioners,  Mr.  Porter.  In  his  letter  of 
December  2d,  (among  the  printed  documents,) 
with  great  propriety  he  observes,  in  relation  to  the 
compensation  of  Mr.  Delafield,  the  acting  agent 
under  the  sixth  and  seventh  articles  of  the  treaty, 
that  '•  I  believe  the  board  of  which  I  am  a  member 
has  heretofore  considered  that  neither  considera- 
tions of  justice  nor  national  etiquette  required  that 
the  compensation  of  the  two  agents  should  be  the 
same." 

It  is  observed  in  the  statements  of  expenditures 
exhibited  by  Mr.  Porter  and  Mr.  Hawkins  that 
charges  are  made  for  personal  expenses,  exclusive 
of  their  salaries.  By  recurring  to  the  laws  which 
have  been  mentioned  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  considered  by  him  as  the  basis  of  present  al- 
lowances, it  is  provided  that  the  compensation  of 
commissioners  who  shall  serve  in  the  United 
States  shall  not  exceed  the  rate  of  §4,444  per  an- 
num.    It  would  seem  as  just  that  the  judges  of 
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the  Supreme  Court,  or  the  officers  of  the  Depart- 
ments of  Government,  should  charge  their  personal 
expenses  while  discharging  their  respective  duties, 
as  that  this  privilege  should  be  allowed  to  commis- 
sioners and  agents. 

Nos.  9  and  15  of  the  manuscript  documents 
contain  the  sentiments  of  the  Executive  respecting 
the  expense  and  dilatory  progress  of  the  several 
commissions.  No.  11  expresses  the  feeling  of  the 
British  Government  on  the  same  subject.  It  is 
believed  that  these  papers  speak  the  language  ol 
this  nation,  while  they  afford  satisfactory  evidence 
that  the  Executive  has  exerted  all  the  power  he 
possesses  in  urging  forward  a  prompt  and  faithful 
execution  of  the  treaty. 

The  committee,  however,  are  of  opinion  that, 
had  particular  instructions,  as  far  as  practicable, 
been  issued  to  the  commissioners  and  agents  re- 
specting the  proper  objects  and  amount  of  expen- 
diture, and  required  a  frequent  adjustment  of  their 
accounts,  their  proceedings  would  have  been  ren- 
dered less  expensive. 

It  is  considered  that  the  salaries  now  allowed 
are  far  greater,  in  proportion  to  the  services  per- 
formed, than  those  which  are  usually  given  to  any 
officers  of  Government ;  that  they  are  subject  to 
the  authority  and  control  of  Congress,  and  ought 
to  be  reduced. 

It  is  also  considered  that  the  commissioners  and 
agents  should  be  required  to  render  an  account  for 
the  public  monevs  they  may  have  received  without 
delay  ;  and  while  they  were  allowed,  as  a  salary, 
the  sum  of  $4,444,  it  should  be  in  full  of  all  per- 
sonal expenses. 

For  these  purposes  the  committee  ask  leave  to 
report  a  bill. 


Mr.  Van  Ness  to  tlu  Secretary  of  State.  (No.  18.) 
Burlington,  January  6,  1821. 
Sir  :  Having  just  received  a  copy  of  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  on  the  subject  of  the 
boundary  lines  to  be  settled  under  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent,  and  finding  nothing  in  it  that  relates  to  the 
progress  made  by  the  commission  under  the  fifth 
article  of  the  treaty,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  trouble  you 
with  a  further  communication. 

In  the  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address 
to  you  from  New  York  on  the  25th  November 
last,  I  said  nothing  on  that  point,  because,  as  I 
stated  therein,  I  understood  the  agent  had  already 
given  to  the  Government  all  the  information  which 
It  would  be  in  ray  power  communicate.  That 
such  was  the  fact,  and  that  you  had  been  pleased 
to  express  yourself  entirely  satisfied  with  the  course 
pursued  by  the  officers  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  Unitea  States,  as  also  had  the  President,  was 
stated  to  me  by  the  agent  in  November  last,  after 
a  visit  made  to  Washington  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  giving  information  and  making  explana- 
tions in  relation  to  the  proceedings  of  the  com- 
mission. 

I  had,  therefore,  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the 
President  was  in  possession  of  sufficient  informa- 
tion to  state  to  the  House  of  Representatives  the  J 


progress  which  had  been  made  in  the  execution 
of  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty.  But,  it  now  ap- 
pearing that  the  President  could  not  have  so  con- 
sidered it,  I  hasten  to  inform  you  that  all  the  sur- 
veys and  explorations  relating  to  the  northwest 
angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  as  designated  in  the  treaty 
of  1783,  and  to  the  norihwesternmost  head  of  Con- 
necticut river,  which  are  essential  to  the  discussion 
and  decision  of  those  two  contested  and  important 
points,  and  the  observations  on  the  parallel  of  lati- 
tude between  Connecticut  river  and  the  Iroquois 
river,  which  are  necessary  to  a  determination  of 
that  line,  have  been  completed. 

The  obstacles  to  be  encountered  in  making 
these  surveys  have  been  great  and  numerous. 
The  whole  extent  of  country  from  the  source  of 
the  river  St.  Croix,  north  to  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence, and  between  that  line  and  the  head  of  Con- 
necticut river,  is  one  vast  and  entire  wilderness, 
inhabited  by  no  human  being,  except  a  few  sava- 
ges, and,  in  one  spot,  a  few  Frenchmen.  The 
services  performed  have  been  extremely  arduous, 
and  the  difficulty  and  expense  of  transportation, 
and  of  subsisting  the  persons  engaged  in  the 
work,  have  necessarily  been  very  considerable. 

That  a  knowledge  of  the  different  ranges  of 
high  lands,  and  of  the  sources  and  destination  of 
the  principal  streams  of  water  in  the  tract  of  coun- 
try alluded  to,  derived  from  actual  and  proper 
observations  and  surveys,  is  indispensable  to  a  just 
execution  of  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty,  will  not, 
I  think,  be  questioned  ;  particularly  as  the  claims 
of  the  respective  parties  are  much  at  variance, 
and  in  view  of  a  possibility  that  the  case  may  be 
ultimately  referred  to  a  foreign  Power. 

All  the  reports  and  plans  of  the  last  season's 
work  will  soon  be  completed  and  delivered  to  the 
agents,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  be  prepared  to  sub- 
rait  their  arguments  to  the  board  at  its  next  meet- 
ing on  the  14th  day  of  May  next — a  jHriod  as  early 
as  it  is  practicable  for  the  agent  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty  to  come  from  St.  John's,  in  New  Bruns- 
wick, the  place  of  his  residence,  to  New  York,  the 
place  of  meeting.  The  comraissioners  intend  at 
that  meeting  to  continue  in  session  until  they  shall 
have  decideiJ  upon  all  questions  submitted  to  them 
by  the  treaty.  If  they  agree,  there  will  only  re- 
main some  running  and  marking  of  lines  at  a  very 
diminished  expense.  But,  if  they  should  differ  in 
their  opinions,  they  will  make  separate  reports, 
and  the  commission  will  be  at  an  end  in  that  way. 
As  to  thecontingen t  expenses,  it  may  be  remarked 
that  they  have  thus  far  been  enhanced  in  conse- 
quence of  the  performance  of  two  distinct  services 
at  the  same  time — the  surveys  to  the  eastward  of 
Connecticut  river,  and  the  astronomical  operations 
on  the  parallel  of  latitude.  But  by  this  there  will, 
in  the  end,  be  a  saving,  as,  in  hastening  the  com- 
pletion of  the  whole  business,  the  salary  offices 
will  the  sooner  expire. 

I  cannot  close  this  letter  without  an  expression 
of  my  confidence  that  it  will  not  escape  the  obser- 
vation of  any  person  that,  in  a  case  like  this,  many 
things  may  not  be  fully  understood  and  approved 
by  those  not  immediately  acquainted  with  all  the 
proceedings  of  the  commission,  which,  if  the  indi- 


1337 


APPENDIX. 


1338 


Spain — Ratification  of  the  Treaty  o/  1819. 


viduais  concerned  were  on  the  spot,  might  be  sus- 
ceptible of  explanations  perfectly  satisfactory,  but 
which  cannot  be  anticipated  by  those  individuals. 
I  rely  upon  your  kindness,  sir,  to  transmit  to  the 
honorable  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  | 
United  States  a  copy  of  this  communication  as 
soon  after  its  receipt  as  shall  be  convenient. 
I  have,  «tc.  C.  P.  VAN  NESS. 

The  Hon.  John  Q,.  Adams, 

Secretary  of  State. 


SPAIN— TREATi"  OF  1819. 


^Communicated  to  the  Senate,  February  14,  1831.]    I 
Washington,  Fd^ruary  13,  1821.      ■ 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .-  i 

The  ratification  by  the  Spanish  Government  of 
the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Settlement,  and  Limits,  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Spain,  signed  on  the 
22d  of  February,  1819,  and  on  the  24th  of  that 
month  ratified  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
has  been  received  by  the  Envoy  Extraordinary 
and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  that  Power  at  this 
place,  who  has  given  notice  that  he  is  ready  to 
exchange  the  ratifications. 

By  the  sixteenth  article  of  that  treaty,  it  was 
stipulated  that  the  ratifications  should  be  ex- 
changed within  six  months  from  the  day  of  its 
signature  ;  which  time  having  elapsed  before  the 
ratification  of  Spain  was  given,  a  copy  and  trans- 
lation thereof  are  now  transmitted  to  the  Senate 
for  their  advice  and  consent,  to  receive  it  in  ex- 
change for  the  ratification  of  the  United  States, 
heretofore  executed. 

The  treaty  was  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Cortes  of  that  kingdom  before  its  ratification, 
which  was  finally  given  with  their  assent  and  sanc- 
tion. The  correspondence  between  the  Spanish 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  and  the  Minister  of 
the  United  States  at  Madrid,  on  that  occasion,  is 
also  herewith  comraunicated  to  the  Senate  ;*  toge- 
ther with  a  memorandum  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  his  conference  with  the  Spanish  Envoy 
here,  yesterday,  when  that  Minister  gave  notice 
of  readiness  to  exchange  the  ratifications. 

The  return  of  the  original  papers  now  trans- 
mitted, to  avoid  the  delay  necessary  to  the  making 
of  copies,  is  requested.  .    J.MONROE. 


General  instructions  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary to  Spain. 

Department  of  State, 
Washin/^ton,  March  8,  1819. 

Sir  :    The  Treaty  of  Amity,  Settlement,  and 
Limits  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  con- 


•  ThcBC  papers  having  been  returned  to  the  De- 
partment, the  corrcBpondence  relating  to  this  transac- 
tion, inserted  in  this  compilation,  has  been  collected 
from  the  communications  made  to  Congress  on  the 
7th  December,  1819.  March  9th,  14th,  and  27th, 
1820,  .May  9th  and  12tb,  1820,  and  February  2d, 
1824. 


eluded  on  the  22d  ultimo,  and  ratified  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  having  provided  for  the  ad- 
justment of  all  important  subjects  of  difference 
between  the  two  nations,  the  first  object  of  your 
mission  will  be  to  obtain  the  ratification  of^  the 
Spanish  Grovemment,  and  receive  it  in  exchange 
for  ours,  the  authentic  instrument  of  which  is  com- 
mitted to  your  charge.  The  United  States  ship 
Hornet,  Captain  Read,  is  in  readiness  at  Boston, 
and  orders  have  been  despatched,  under  which 
you  will  take  passage  in  ber  for  Cadiz.  It  is  de- 
sirable that  you  should  embark  without  delay. 
On  your  arrival  in  Spain,  the  Hornet  will  remain 
at  Cadiz,  subject  to  your  orders,  until  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications  can  be  effected ;  and  if,  as  is 
anticipated,  no  obstacle  should  intervene  to  delay 
that  transaction,  you  will,  upon  receiving  the 
Spanish  ratified  copy,  immediately  forward  it  to 
Captain  Read,  with  directions  to  bring  it  imme- 
diately to  the  United  States.  As  the  tilterior  des- 
tination of  the  Hornet  will  be  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
the  port  to  which  it  will  be  advisable  for  him  to 
come  will  be  New  York. 

On  exchanging  the  ratifications,  certificates  of 
the  fact  will  be  mutually  executed  and  delivered 
by  you  and  the  Spanish  Minister  with  whom  you 
will  make  the  exchange.  Copies  of  that  which 
passed  in  both  languages  on  the  exchange  of  the 
ratifications  of  the  convention  of  the  llih  of  Au- 

f;ust,  1802,  are  now  furnished  you,  and  will  serve  as 
brms  to  be  used  in  the  performance  of  this  cere- 
I  mony.  On  this  occasion,  as  upon  all  others  upon 
which  you  may  have  occasion  to  execute  any 
I  document,  joint  or  reciprocal,  with  a  foreign  Min- 
i  ister  of  State,  you  will  be  careful  to  preserve  the 
right  of  the  United  States  to  the  alternative  of  be- 
ing first  named,  and  your  own  right,  as  their  repre- 
sentative, to  sign  first  in  the  papers  execut^; 
while,  in  the  counterparts,  the  other  contracting 
party  will  be  named  first,  and  the  foreign  Minister 
will  first  sign  and  seal.  A  rigid  adherence  to  this 
practice  has  become  necessary,  because  it  is  strictly 
adhered  to  by  all  the  European  sovereigns  in  their 
compacts  with  one  another ;  and  because  the  Uni- 
ted States  having  heretofore  sometimes  forborne 
to  claim  this  conventional  indication  of  equal  dig- 
nity, some  appearance  of  a  disposition  to  allege 
the  precedent  against  them,  as  affecting  their  right 
to  it,  was  manifested  by  the  British  Plenipotenti- 
aries on  executing  the  convention  of  3d  July,  1815, 
and  by  Mr.  De  Onis  at  the  drawing  up  and  signing 
of  this  treaty.  The  scruple  was,  however,  in  both 
cases  abandoned,  and  theright  of  the  United  States 
to  the  alternative  was  conceded.  It  is  not  expected 
that  it  will  hereafter  be  questioned,  and  you  will 
consider  it  as  a  standing  instruction  to  abide  by  it 
in  the  execution  of  any  instrument  of  compact 
which,  as  a  public  Minister  of  the  United  States, 
you  may  be  called  to  sign. 

After  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  your  at 
tention  will  be  directed  to  the  object  of  carrying 
the  provisions  of  the  treaty  into  effect.  The  or- 
ders for  the  evacuation  by  the  Spanish  officers  and 
troops  of  the  places  occupied  by  them  in  the  Flori- 
das  will  no  doubt  be  immediately  issued ;  and,  as 
the  transports  and  escort  for  conveying  them  to 
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the  Havana  are  to  be  furnished  by  the  United  I  spective  seals,  at  the  City  of  Washington,  this 

States,  it  is  hoped  you  will  obtain  copies  of  the    21st  day  of  i^^«°^7;;'J°^° 

orders,  and  transmit  them  here  with  the  ratifica- 1 

tion  of  the  treaty.     You  will  think  it  advisable  to  I 

keep  the  Spanish  Government  reminded  of  the  j 

necessity  to  include,  in  the  orders  for  the  delivery  j 

of  possession,  that  of  all  the  archives  and  docu 


JOHN  Q.  ADAMS,  [l. 
LUIS  DE  ONIS.       [l. 


3.] 
3.) 


ments  relating  to  the  dominion  and  sovereignty. 
The  appointment  of  a  commissioner  and  surveyor 
for  running  the  line  of  the  western  boundary  must 
also  be  kept  in  remembrance,  and  notice  given  to 
us  as  soon  as  possible  after  their  appointment. 
You  will  collect  from  the  archives  of  the  legation 
at  Madrid  all  the  documents  relating  to  the  claims 


Tfu  Secretary  of  State  to  Don  Luis  de  Onis. 
Department  of  State, 

H'Mhinfft<m,  March  10,  1819. 

Sir  :  By  the  eighth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Am- 
ity, Settlement,  and  Limits,  signed  by  us  on  the 
22d  of  last  month,  all  grants  of  lands  in  the  Flor- 
idas,  made  by  His  Catholic  Majesty,  or  his  legiti- 
mate authorities  in  those  provinces,  subsequent  to 


at  Maaria  au  ineuocumcui>  rcittiiiiK  lu  luc  \,iaiuio    --  ,     r  i  loio  «.    a^^\^,^a  *^  k^  null 

of  citizens  of  the  United  States  upon  the  Spanish  the  24th  of  January  1818,  are  declared  to  be  null 
Government,  which  have  been  deposited  there,  and  void.  This  dat^' ^^.y^"  ^  »  '■|Jo|lf  ^' ^^^^^^ 
aTd  which  come  within  the  description  of  claims  1  agreed  to  on  the  par  of  the  Lnited  States  with  a 
r  "     -_i..i.:._j  ._  .u„ ;„„;^t.„..  ..^^„,  .k«.    full  and  clear  Understanding  between  US  that  it  in- 


to be  exhibited  to  the  commissioners  under  the 
eleventh  article  of  the  treaty.  You  will  send  all , 
these  documents,  together  with  the  ratified  treaty, 
to  this  department,  retaining  descriptive  lists  of  i 
them,  and,  if  necessary,  copies  of  such  papers  for  ! 
which  no  equivalent  substitute  could  be  produced  ; 
in  case  of  their  being  lost.  Should  you  have  rea- 1 
son  to  believe  that  any  documents,  which  you  ' 


eluded  the  grants  alleged  to  have  been  made  in 
the  course  of  the  precwiing  winter  by  the  King  to 
the  Duke  of  Alagon,  the  Count  of  Punon  Rostro, 
and  Mr.  Vargas.  As  these  grants,  however,  are 
known  to  the  Government  of  the  United  Statet> 
only  from  rumor,  without  the  knowledge  of  their 
dates.  It  is  proper  that,  on  exchanging  the  ratiti- 


should  be  able  to  specify,  were  in  possession  of  the  i  cations  your  Government  should  know  that  what- 
Spanish  GovernmSt,  tending  to  elucidate  any  of,  ever  the  date  of  those  grants  inay  have  teen  it 
these  claims,  you  will  endeavor  to  obtain  them.  I  was  fully  understood  by  us  that  they  are  all^  an- 


TheU^iy  piondes  ihat^hey  shali'be  furnished  at  !  nulled  by  the  treaty,  as  much  as  if  they  had  been 
'-*^  -   ■  •  '  '  i  specifically  named,  and  that  they  will  be  so  held 

by  the  United  States.  To  avoid  any  possible  mis- 
conception, your  answer  to  this  .statement  is  re- 
quested ;  ana  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  will 
be  made,  under  the  explicit  declaration  and  under- 
standing that  all  the  aoove  mentioned  grants,  and 
all  others  derived  from  them,  are  null  and  void. 
I  pray  you  to  accept  the  assurances  of  my  dis- 


the  demand  of  the  commissioners ;  but,  as  much 
time  may  be  saved  if  they  can  be  sent  here  to  be 
ready  wnen  the  commission  will  be  organized  and 
commence  the  exercise  of  its  functions,  you  will, 
should  the  occasion  present  itself,  use  your  en- 
deavors to  that  efiect. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 
To  John  Forsyth. 


Certificate  of  exchaiige  of  ratificaiUms^  referred  to  in 
the  preceding  instructions. 

We,  John  Q,uincy  Adams,  Secretary  of  State  j 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  Don  Luis  i 
de  Onis  Gonzales  Lopes  y  Vara,  lord  of  the  towns 
of  Rayaces,  Macadina,  and  Lagartera,  Member  of  j 
different  Academies  and  Societies,  both  national  j 
and  foreign,  perpetual  Regidor  of  the  Corporation  j 
of  the  city  ot  Salamanca,  Knight  Grand  Cross  of 
the  Royal  American  Order  of  Isabella  the  Catho- 
lic, decorated  with  the  Lys  of  La  Vendee,  Knight- 
pensioner  of  the  royal  and  distinguished  Spanish 
Order  of  Charles  III.,  Member  of  the  Supreme  As- 
sembly of  the  said  Royal  Order,  of  the  Council  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty,  his  Secretary,  with  exer- 
cise of  decrees,  and  his  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  near  the  United  States  of 
America,  certify  that  the  ratifications  of  the  con- 
vention between  the  said  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca and  his  said  Majesty,  concluded  on  the  11th 
day  of  August,  1802,  accompanied  with  all  suita- 
ble solemnities,  and  after  due  comparison  each 
with  the  other,  and  with  the  original  examples  of 
the  convention,  have  been  exchanged  by  us  this 
day. 

in  witness  whereof  we  have  signed  this  act  in 

triplicates,  and  have  sealed  the  same  with  our  re- 


tinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 
Don  Luis  de  Onis,  Envoy,  ^c. 


Don  Luis  de  Onis  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Washington,  March  10,  1819. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  the  note  you  were  pleased 
to  address  to  me  of  this  day's  date,  in  which  you 
state  that,  by  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty 
signed  by  us  on  the  22d  of  last  month,  it  was 
agreed,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  that  all 
grants  of  land  in  the  Floridas,  made  by  His  Cath- 
olic Majesty,  or  his  legitimate  authorities,  subse- 
quent to  the  24th  of  Januarv,  1818,  are  declared 
to  be  null  and  void,  with  a  full  understanding  that 
it  included  the  grants  alleged  to  have  been  made 
in  the  course  of  the  preceding  Winter,  by  the 
King,  to  the  Duke  of  Alagon,  the  Count  of  Punon 
Rostro,  and  Mr.  Vargas  ;  and  that,  therefore,  you 
request  of  me  a  declaration  that,  whatever  the  date 
of  those  grants  may  have  been,  it  was  fully  under- 
stood by  us  that  they  are  annulled  by  the  treaty, 
as  much  as  if  they  had  been  specifically  named. 

With  the  frankness  and  good  faith  which  have 
uniformly  actuated  ray  conduct,  and  which  dis- 
tinguish the  character  of  the  Spanish  nation,  I 
have  to  declare  to  you,  sir,  that,  when  I  proposed 
the  revocation  of  all  the  grants  made  suDsequent 
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to  the  date  above  mentioned,  it  was  with  the  full 
belief  that  it  comprehended  those  made  to  the 
Duke  of  Alagon,  as  well  as  any  others  which  had 
been  stipulated  at  that  period. 

But,  at  the  same  time  that  I  offer  you  this  frank, 
simple,  and  ingenuous  declaration,  I  have  to  ex- 
press to  you  that,  if  my  conception  had  been  dif- 
ferent, or  if  it  had  appeared  to  me  that  any  of 
those  grants  were  prior  to  the  date  above  men- 
tioned, I  would  have  insisted  upon  their  recogni- 
tion, as  the  honor  of  the  King,  my  master,  and 
the  unquestionable  rights  of  his  sovereignty  of  his 
possessions,  and  the  disposal  of  them,  obviously 
required. 

I  will  hasten  to  transmit  to  my  Government  due 
information  of  the  whole ;  and,  impressed  as  I  am 
with  the  conviction  of  His  Majesty's  most  earnest 
desire  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  President,  I  per- 
suade myself  that  he  will,  with  pleasure,  partici- 
pate in  that  sentiment,  by  admitting  the  explicit 
declaration  which  you  have  requested  of  me.  In 
the  meantime,  1  beg  you  will  favor  me  with  your 
answer  to  the  explanations  I  requested  yesterday, 
in  relation  to  the  late  act  of  Congress  concerning 
piracy. 

Be  pleased  to  accept  the  assurance  of  ray  dis- 
tinguished consideration.  God  preserve  you  many 
years. 

LUIS  DE  ONIS. 


exchange.     The  fact  of  the  mutual  understand* 
I  ing,  that  those  grants  were  annulled  by  the  treaty, 
I  is  fully  and  explicitly  admitted  by  Mr.  Onis,  in 
i  his  answer,  dated  this  day,  to  a  note  from  me  on 
!  this  subject ;  copies  of  which,  with  a  translation 
j  of  his  answer,  are  herewith  enclosed.     It  is  not 
i  anticipated  that  any  objection  will  be  made  to  re- 
ceiving the  declaration  ;  if,  however,  there  should 
'  be,  you  will,  nevertheless,  exchange  the  ratifica- 
tions ;  It  being  sufficient  to  give  the  notice  and  the 
proof  of  the  understanding,  on  both  sides,  of  the 
operation  of  the  article,  and  of  the  effect  which 
will  be  given  to  it  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 
I  am,  with  much  respect,  &c. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 
John  Fobsyth,  Minister  to  Spain. 


The  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Fursyth. 

Department  of  State, 

Washii>{/ton,  March  10,  1819. 

Sir  :  By  the  eighth  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Amity,  Settlement,  and  Limits,  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Spain,  >igned  on  the  22d  ui  last 
month,  all  the  grants  of  lands  made  by  His  Catho- 
lic Majesty,  oToy  his  lawful  authorities,  since  the 
24th  of  January,  1818,  in  the  territories  ceded  by 
His  Catholic  Majesty  to  the  United  States,  in  the 
Floridas,  are  declared  and  agreed  to  be  null  and 
void.  This  date  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Onis,  and 
acceded  to  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  with 
a  full  and  clear  understanding,  on  both  sides,  that 
the  grants  made,  or  alleged  to  have  been  made,  in 
the  course  of  the  preceding  Winter,  to  the  Duke 
of  Alagon,  the  Count  of  Punon  Rostro,  and  Mr. 
'  Vargas,  were  araong  those  agreed  and  declared  to 
be  null  and  void.  Copies  of  the  grants  to  the 
Count  of  Punon  Rostro  and  to  Mr.  Vargas,  in  the 
form  of  orders  to  the  Grovernor  Greneral  of  the 
island  of  Cuba  and  to  the  Governor  of  the  Flori- 
das, had  been  transmitted  to  this  department  by 
Mr.  Erving ;  the  first  of  which  bears  date  the  6tn 
of  February,  and  the  second  the  11th  of  March, 
1818  ;  but  no  copy  has  been  received  of  that  to  the 
Duke  of  Alagon.  As,  however,  the  authenticity 
of  these  documents  might  be  denied,  and  the  grants 
have  never  been  made  public,  it  is  proper  that  the 
possibility  of  any  future  question,  with  regard  to 
those  grants,  should  be  guarded  against ;  for  which 
purpo.se,  the  form  of  a  declaration  is  enclosed, 
which  it  will  be  proper  for  you  to  deliver,  on  ex- 
changing the  ratifications  of  the  treaty,  to  the 
Spanish  Minister  with  whom  you  will  make  the 


Form  of  the  dcclaraiimi  reftrred  to  in  tlie  preceding 

better . 

The  undersigned,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from 
the  United  States  of  America  at  the  Court  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty,  is  commanded  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  explain  and  declare,  upon 
the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  Treaty  of 
Amity,  Settlement,  and  Limits,  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  His  Catholic  Majesty,  signed  by 
the  respective  Plenipotentiaries  at  Washington,  on 
the  22d  day  of  February  last,  that,  in  agreeing 
upon  the  24th  day  of  January,  1818,  as  the  date 
subsequent  to  which  all  grants  of  land  made  by 
His  Catholic  Majesty,  or  by  his  legitimate  authori- 
ties in  the  Floridas,  were  declared  to  be  null  and 
void,  it  was  with  a  full  and  clear  understanding 
between  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  both  the  high 
contracting  parties,  that,  among  the  grants  thus 
declared  null  and  void,  were  all  those  made,  or  al- 
leged to  have  been  made,  in  the  course  of  the  pre- 
ceding Winter,  by  His  Catholic  Majesty,  to  the 
Duke  of  Alagon,  the  Count  of  Punon  Rostro,  and 
Mr.  Vargas,  and  all  others  derived  from  them ; 
and  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  are  exchanged 
under  the  explicit  declaration  and  understanding 
that  all  the  said  grants  are  null  and  void,  and  will 
be  so  held  by  the  United  States. 

MAnRio, ,  1819. 


The  Secretary  of  State  to  tlie  Minister  of  France. 
Washington,  March  17,  1819. 

Sir  :  By  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  lately 
concluded  between  the  United  States  and  Spain, 
all  grants  of  land  made  by  the  King  of  Spain,  or 
by  his  legitimate  authorities  in  Florida,  before  the 
24th  of  January,  1818,  are  confirmed,  on  certain 
conditions ;  all  those  made  after  that  date  are  de- 
clared null  and  void. 

Since  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty,  a  rumor  has 
been  circulated  that  certain  grants  made  by  the 
King  of  Spain,  in  the  course  of  the  preceding 
Winter,  to  the  Duke  of  Alagon,  the  Count  of  Pu- 
non Rostro,  and  Mr.  Vargas,  were  made  on  the 
23d  of  January,  1818.  Mr.  Forsyth  has  therefore 
been  instructed,  on  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of 
the  treaty,  to  declare  that  it  was  fully  and  explicit- 
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ly  understood  on  both  sides,  at  its  signature,  that  all 
those  grants,  and  all  others  derived  from  them,  were, 
by  the  treaty,  included  among  those  declared  to 
be  absolutely  null  and  void.  Mr.  De  Onis  him- 
self, in  answer  to  a  note  from  me,  has  readily  de- 
clared that  such  was  his  understanding.  From  the 
friendly  part  taken  by  you,  in  concert  with  Mr. 
De  Onis,  in  this  negotiation,  you  were  apprized  of 
all  the  circumstances  attending  it :  and  I  have  lo 
request  that  you  would  have  the  goodness  to  state 
your  impressions  on  the  subject,  particularly  in  re- 
lation to  the  absolute  nullity  of  those  grants,  and, 
as  far  as  you  think  proper,  the  facts  in  connexion 
with  this  transaction  which  you  have  mentioned 
to  me  in  conversation. 

I  pray  you,  sir,  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my 
distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 

Mr.  Hyde  de  Necville,  Envoy^  ^c. 


simple  statement  of  the  fact  will  be  sufficient  to 
rectify  the  mistake. 

In  answering,  sir,  immediately  the  letter  which 
you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me,  I  embrace 
with  much  pleasure  this  new  opportunity  to  as- 
sure you  of  the  high  consideration  with  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

G.  HYDE  DE  NEUVILLE. 

Hon.  Mr.  Adams, 

Secretary  of  Stale. 


The  Minister  of  France  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Legation  of  France  in  the  U.  S., 

Washington.  March  18,  1819. 

Sir  :  I  was  very  sure,  and  you  were  of  the  same 
opinion,  that,  to  destroy  the  rumor  which  had  been 
spread,  it  would  suffice  to  inform  the  Minister  of 
Spain  of  it.  The  lovalty  which  characterizes 
him  did  not  permit  tne  smallest  uneasiness  on 
the  subject.  After  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Onis, 
mine  can  be  of  no  importance ;  however,  as  you 
desire  (in  case  the  mistake  of  date  should  be  real) 
that  the  fact  resulting  from  the  treaty  should  be 
well  established,  and  by  all  those  persons  who  took 
part,  directly  or  indirectly,  m  the  transaction,  I 
have  the  honor,  sir,  to  declare  to  you,  in  the  most 
formal  manner,  that  it  has  been  understood — al- 
ways understood,  by  you,  by  the  Minister  of  Spain, 
and,  I  will  add,  by  myself— that  the  three  great 
grants  of  land  made  to  the  Duke  of  Alagon,  to  the 
Count  of  Punon  Rosiro,  and  to  Mr.  Vargas,  were 
of  the  number  of  those  annulled. 

The  date  of  24th  January  was  proposed  and  ac- 
cepted in  the  complete  persuasion,  on  one  part  and 
the  other,  that  these  three  great  grants  were  subse- 
quent to  it. 

I  will  add,  sir,  because  it  is  the  exact  and  pure 
truth,  that,  having  been  charged  by  Mr.  Onis, 
during  his  illness,  to  discuss  with  you  several  arti- 
cles of  the  treaty,  particularly  the  eighth  article, 
you  consented  to  the  drawing  up  oi   this  article 
more  in  conformity  with  the  desire  of  the  Spanish 
Minister,  only  on  the  admission,  as  a  fact  beyond 
doubt,  that  the  three  principal  grants  were  and  re- 
mained null,  and  as  not  having  taken  place.     Mr. 
Onis  has  not  ceased  thus  to  understand  it.     He 
has  explained  himself  upon  it  frankly  and  loyally, 
as  well  since  as  before  the  treaty.    The  mistake  of 
date,  if  it  exists,  can,  then,  give  birth  to  no  diffi- 
culty whatever  at  Madrid.     The  good   faith  of 
Mr.  Onis,  and  that  of  his  Government,  are  guar- 
antees too  strong  to  render  any  other  explanations 
necessary.    Between  Governments,  as  between  in- 
dividuals, the  same  laws  of  honor  and  probity 
govern  transactions.     The  convention  exists  only 
by  the  convention ;  therefore,  sir,  in  this  case  the 


Observations  on  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  the 

22d  February,  \%\^,betipeta  the  United  States  and 

Spain,  mbmittedto  Mr.  De  NeuciUe  July  14,  1819. 

It  will  be  recollected  by  Mr.  De  Neuville  that, 

on  the  15th  of  February  last,  Mr.  De  Onis  being 

confined   to  his  house  bv  indisposition,  Mr.  De 

Neuville,  at  his  request,  had  a  conversation  with 

Mr.  Adams,  in  which  were  discussed  the  projetof 

a  treaty  which  had  been  delivered  on  the  9th  of 

February  by  Mr.  De  Onis  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  the 

counter-projet  sent  by  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  De  Onis 

on  the  13th  of  the  same  month. 

The  ninth  article  of  the  projet  of  Mr.  Onis  was 
in  these  words : 

"All  the  grants  of  land  made  by  His  Catholic 
Majesty,  or  by  his  legitimate  authorities,  in  the 
aforesaid  territories  of  the  two  Floridas,  and 
others  which  His  Majesty  cedes  to  the  United 
States,  shall  be  confirmed  and  acknowledged  as 
valid,  excepting  those  grants  which  have  been 
made  after  the  24th  January  of  last  year,  the  date 
that  the  first  proposals  were  made  for  the  cession 
of  those  provinces,  which  shall  be  held  null  in 
consideration  of  the  grantees  not  having  complied 
with  the  conditions  of  the  cession." 

The  eighth  article  of  the  counter-projet  sent  by 
Mr.  Adams  was  as  follows : 

'•All  grants  of  land  made  by  or  in  the  name  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty,  in  the  aforesaid  territories, 
after  the  24th  January,  1818,  shall  be  held  null, 
the  conditions  of  the  said  grants  not  having  been 
performed  bv  the  grantees.  All  grants  made  be- 
fore that  date  by  His  Majesty,  or  by  his  legitimate 
authorities,  the  conditions  of  which  shall  have 
been  performed  by  the  grantees  according  to  the 
tenor  of  the  respective  grants,  and  none  other,  shall 
be  confirmed  and  acknowledged  as  valid." 

Mr.  De  Neuville'^  particular  attention  is  request- 
ed to  the  difference  between  the  two  projected  ar- 
ticles, because  it  will  recall  particularly  to  his  re- 
membrance the  point  upon  which  the  discussion 
concerning  this  article  turned.  By  turning  to  the 
written  memorandum  drawn  up  by  Mr.  De  Neu- 
ville himself  of  this  discussion,  he  will  perceive  he 
has  noted  that  Mr.  De  Onis  insisted  "that  this 
article  could  not  be  varied  from  what  is  contained 
in  the  Chevalier's  projet,  as  the  object  of  the  last 
clause  therein  was  merely  to  save  the  honor  and 
dignity  ofthesovereignty  of  HisCatholic  Majesty." 

It  was  then  observed  by  Mr.  Adams  that  the 
honor  and  dignity  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  would 
be  saved  by  recognising  the  grants  prior  to  the 
24th  of  January  as  "  valid  to  the  same  extent  as 
they  were  bindmg  on  His  Catholic  Majesty,"  and 
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he  agreed  to  accept  the  article  as  drawn  by  Mr. 
Onis,  with  thisexplanation ;  (see  Mr.  De  Neuville's 
memorandum.)  It  was  on  this  occasion  that  Mr. 
De  Neuville  observed  that,  if  the  grants  prior  to 
January  24,  1818,  were  confirmed  only  to  the  same 
extent  that  they  were  binding  on  the  King  of 
Spain,  there  were  many  bona  fide  grantees,  of 
longstanding,  in  actual  possession  of  their  grants, 
and  having  actually  made  partial  settlements  upon 
them,  but  who  have  been  prevented,  by  the  extra- 
ordinary circumstances  in  which  Spain  had  been 
situated,  and  the  revolutions  in  Europe,  from 
fulfilling  all  the  conditions  of  the  grants  ;  that  it 
would  be  very  harsh  to  leave  these  m-rsons  liable 
to  a  forfeiture,  which  might,  indeed,  in  rigor  be 
exacted  from  them,  but  which  very  certainly 
never  would  be  if  they  had  remained  under  the 
Spanish  dominion.  It  will  be  well  remembered 
by  Mr.  De  Neuville  how  earnestly  he  insisted 
upon  this  equitable  suggestion,  and  how  strongly 
he  disclaimed  for  Mr.  Onis  every  wish  or  inten- 
tion to  cover,  by  a  provision  for  each  person, 
any  fraudulent  grants.  And  it  was  then  observed 
by  Mr.  De  Neuville  that  the  date  assumed,  of  24th 
January,  1818,  was  not  sufficient  for  guarding 
against  fraudulent  grants,  because  they  might  be 
I  easily  antedated.  It  was  with  reference  to  these 
suggestions  of  Mr.  De  Neuville,  afterwards  again 
strenuously  urged  by  Mr.  DeOnis,  that  the  article 
jvas  finally  modified  as  it  now  stands  in  the  treaty, 
declaring  all  grants  subsequent  to  24th  January, 
1818,  absolutely  null,  and  those  of  a  prior  date 
valid  to  the  same  extent  only  that  they  would  have 
been  binding  upon  the  King;  but  allowinor  to  bona 
fijie  grantees,  in  actual  possession,  and  having  com- 
menced settlements,  but  who  had  been  prevented, 
by  the  late  circumstances  of  the  Spanish  nation 
and  the  revolutions  in  Europe,  from  fulfilling  all 
the  conditions  of  their  grants,  time  to  complete 
them.  It  is  needless  to  observe  that,  as  these  in- 
cidents do  not  apply  to  either  of  the  grants  to  Ala- 
gon, Punon  Rostro,  or  Vargas,  neither  of  those 
grants  is  confirmed  by  the  tenor  of  the  article  as  it 
stands;  and  that  it  is  perfectly  immaterial  in  that 
respect  whether  they  were  dated  before  or  after 
the  24th  January,  1818,  it  being  admitted  on  all 
sides  that  these  grants  were  not  binding  upon  the 
King  conformably  to  the  Spanish  laws.  The 
terms  of  the  article  accord  precisely  with  the  in- 
tentions of  all  the  parties  to  the  negotiation  and 
the  signature  of  the  treaty.  If  the  dates  of  the 
grants  are  subsequent  to  24th  January,  1818,  they 
are  annulled  by  the  date ;  if  prior  to  that  date,  they 
are  null,  because  not  included  among  the  prior 
grants  confirmed. 


Mr.  Forsyth  to  the  Marquis  of  Casa  Yrujo. 

Madrid,  May  18,  1819. 
Sir  :  The  treaty  concluded  on  the  22d  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1819,  at  Washington,  by  Mr.  Adams  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  Chevalier  de  Onis  on  the  part  of  His  Catholic 
Majesty,  has  been  intrusted  to  me  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  duly  ratified;  and  I  am  pre- 
pared to  exchange  the  ratifications  of  this  instru- 
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ment  at  any  moment  it  may  suit  the  convenience 
of  your  Excellency.  From  the  nature  of  the* en- 
gagement, it  is  desirable  that  the  earliest  exchange 
should  be  made ;  and  this  would  be  particularly 
convenient,  as  an  opportunity  is  afforded  of  send- 
ing this  important  document  to  my  Grovernment 
by  the  American  ship  of  war  Hornet,  now  in  the 
harlwr  of  Cadiz,  and  destined  in  a  few  days  to  the 
United  States. 

I  seize  with  avidity  every  opportunity  to  present 
to  your  Excellency,  whom  may  God  preserve,  the 
assurances  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

The  Marqcis  or  Ca8a  Yrujo. 


Mr.  Forsyth  to  the  Marquis  of  Casa  Yrujo. 

Madrid,  Jitne  4,  1819. 

Sir  :  On  the  18th  of  May  last  I  addressed  to  your 
Excellency  an  official  note  to  inform  you  "that  I 
was  ready  to  exchange  the  ratifications  of  the  con- 
vention, &c.,  concluded  at  Washington  by  Mr. 
Adams  and  the  Chevalier  de  Onis,  on  the  22tf 
February,  1819;  that  it  was  desirable,  from  the 
nature  of  that  instrument,  that  an  immediate  ex- 
change of  ratifications  should  be  made,  the  more 
especially  so  as  I  had  an  opportunity  of  sending 
it,  when  ratified  by  the  King,  to  the  United  States, 
by  the  American  sloop  of  war  Hornet,  then  and 
now  lying  in  the  harbor  of  Cadiz."  The  time 
at  which  it  will  be  necessary  for  that  vessel  (by 
the  return  of  which  the  American  Government 
expects  to  receive  the  treaty  ratified  by  His  Ma- 
jesty) to  sail  for  the  United  States  has  so  nearly 
arrived,  that  it  is  my  indispensable  duty  to  call 
your  Excellency's  attention  again  to  the  subject 
of  that  note.  It  would  be  painful  for  me  to  see 
this  vessel  depart  without  the  treaty.  The  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  had  a  just  and  well 
founded  expectation  that  no  unreasonable  delay 
would  take  place,  and  therefore  looked  to  the  return 
of  this  vessel  for  the  instrument,  executed  with  due 
formalities.  Her  arrival  without  it  will  not  fail 
to  make  the  most  unfavorable  impressions.  To 
obviate  such  an  effect  is  beyond  ray  power,  as  I 
can  perceive  no  adequate  motive  to  prevent  His 
Majesty's  Government  from  acting  on  this  subject 

{irior  to  her  departure  from  Spain.  Your  Excel- 
ency  will  not  deem  me  unnecessarily  importunate 
or  unreasonable  when  1  ask  an  immediate  attention 
to  this  business,  and  express  my  conviction  that 
an  answer  will  be  given  to  this  and  to  my  note  of 
the  18th  of  May,  already  alluded  to,  on  the  earliest 
day  that  the  convenience  of  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment will  permit. 

1  renew  to  your  Excellency,  whom  may  God 
preserve,  theassurancesof  ray  distinguished  respect 
and  consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 


Don  Manuel  Gonzales  Salmon  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Palace,  June  19,  1819. 

Sir  :  The  King,  my  august  master,  has  informed 
himself  of  the  contents  of  your  two  notes  of  the 
18th  of  May  last  and  4th  instant,  in  both  of  whicli 
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you  state  that  you  are  ready  to  exchange  the  rat- 1  to  have  transmitted  the  treaty  ratified  on  the^art 
ifications  of  the  treaty  concluded  at  Washington, 


oa  the  22d  of  February  last,  by  Don  Luis  de  Onis 
and  Mr.  Adams,  and  that,  from  the  nature  of  that 
treaty,  and  the  favorable  opportunity  of  transmit- 
ting it  to  the  United  States,  by  the  Hornet  sloop 
of  war,  you  are  desirous  that  the  said  exchange 
may  be  made  as  expeditiously  as  may  be. 

I  have  also  submitted  to  His  Majesty  the  pur- 
port of  your  verbal  communications  to  me  on  this 
subject,  and  I  again  brought  to  his  view  your  ob- 
servations thereon  in  the  two  several  conferences 
I  have  had  the  honor  to  hold  with  you. 

His  Majesty  has,  in  consequence,  commanded 
me  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that,  on  reflecting  on 
the  great  importance  and  mterest  of  the  treaty  in 
question,  he  is  under  the  indispensable  necessity 
of  examining  it  with  the  greatest  caution  and  de- 
liberation before  he  proceeds  to  ratify  it. 

This  being  all  I  am  enabled  to  communicate  to 
you  on  this  point,  for  the  present,  I  avail  myself, 
with  pleasure,  of  the  renewed  occasion  it  affords 
me  to  offer  you  my  respects,  and  I  pray  God  to 

preserve  you  many  years. 

M.GONZALES  SALMON. 


of  Spain  to  America,  or  have  lost  the  benefit  of 
the  convention.  You  will  recollect  that  no  place 
is  fixed  at  which  the  exchange  is  to  be  made.  It  is 
to  the  confidence  of  the  American  Grovemment  io 
the  good  disposition  of  Spain  that  the  King,  your 
master,  is  indebted  for  the  opportunity  thus  to  de- 
lay acting  upon  the  subject.  The  ill  consequences 
which  will  ensue  from  this  postponement,  and  the 
impression  likely  to  be  made  by  it,  can  be  easily 
foreseen.  Your  excellency  may  correctly  estimate 
the  conjectures  to  which  it  will  give  birth  in  the 
United  Slates  from  what  is  pa.ssing  here.  You, 
perhaps,  are  yet  to  learn  that  the  delay  of  the  last 
month  has  given  rise,  at  the  seat  of  His  Majesty'.s 
Government,  among  his  own  subjects,  to  the  most 
monstrous  and  absurd  suppositions.  Among  the 
subjectsof  Spain,  those  who  best  know  the  integrity 
of  the  King,  and  the  purity  of  his  councils,  it  is 
asserted  that  an  act  required  by  the  policy  of  this 
Government,  essential  to  the  interests  of  this 
kingdom,  and  demanded  by  the  honor  of  the  King, 
will  not  be  performed.  Yes,  sir  ;  the  King  is  ca- 
lumniated m  his  very  capital  by  a  most  unjust 
that  there  will  be  a  refusal  to  do  that 


surmise 


which    the    reputation   of  Spain    requires — that 
which  Spain  dare  not  refuse  to  do.     Your  excel- 


Afr.  Forsyth  to  Don  Manuel  Gonzales  Salmon. 

Mavhid,  June  21,  IS\9. 

Sir:  The  determination  of  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty to  delay  the  exchange  of  ratifications  of  the 
treaty  signed  on  the  22d  February,  at  Wash- 
ington, by  Mr.  Adams  and  the  Chevalier  de  Onis, 
as  communicated  by  your  Excellency's  note  of 
the  19th  instant,  in  reply  to  my  notes  of  the  18th 
Mav  and  the  4lh  of  the  current  month,  fills  me 
with  regret.  As  the  subject-matter  of  that  treaty 
has  been  for  years  before  the  two  Governments, 
both  of  whom  have  no  doubt  long  since  discussed    resentment  of  my  own  country  ;  I  >hould  not  be 


and  deliberately  determined  upon  what  they  would 
respectively  claim  and  yield,  I  took  it  for  granted 
no  motive  tor  delay  could  exist.  Your  excellency's 
note,  whilst  it  states  to  me  the  fact  that  a  longer 
delay  is  contemplated,  does  not  enlighten  me  as 
to  the  cause.  The  measure  is,  no  doubt,  impor- 
tant and  interesting  to  His  Majesty's  kingdom, 
but  no  new  light  can  have  broken  in  upon  the  sub- 
ject since  the  instructions  were  given  to  the  Chev 


Spa 

lency  will  not  understand  this  as  threatening  His 
Majesty's  Government  with  the  consequences 
which  might  ensue  from  the  resentment  of  the 
United  States,  if  it  were  possible  for  Spain  to  act 
in  this  business  with  bad  faith.  Threats  are  used 
by  conscious  weakness,  not  by  conscious  strength. 
I  know  too  well  the  abundant  resources,  the  ex- 
panding power,  the  youthful  vigor  of  my  country, 
to  degrade  her  character  by  using  language  un- 
worthy of  it ;  if  not  by  my  respect  for  Spain,  I 
should  be  prevented  by  the  fear  of  the  deserved 


easily  forgiven  for  condescending  to  say  how  she 
would  punish  an  act  of  perfidy.  It  is  by  her  acts, 
and  not  by  the  railings  of  her  ministers,  that  she 
will  be  known  to  tnose  who  violate  the  faith 
pledged  to  her.  But  there  is  this,  which  a  just 
Government  will  morecautiously  avoid  than  even 
the  well-founded  resentment  of  a  powerful  nation: 
the  degradation  of  conscious  baseness.  No  wise 
King  will  dare  to  do  an  act  which  would  deprive 


alier  de  Onis,  upon  which  the  treaty  is  founded,  on    him  of  the  respect  of  all  nations,  sully  the  reputa 
the  nart  of  Snain—no  chanffe  of  the  circumstan-    tion  of  his  kingdom  in  the  eyes  of  the  civilized 

world,  and  deprive  his  people  of  the  strongest  in- 


the  part  of  Spain — no  change  of  the  circumstan 
ces  of  the  parties  to  it  had  occurred — no  new 
causes  of  difficulty  or  complaint  are  known  to 
exist.  Although  the  words  of  the  treaty  allow 
six  months  to  elapse  before  the  instrument  is  an- 
nulled, if  the  exchange  of  ratifications  is  not  pre- 
viously made,  I  must  represent  to  your  excellency 
that  every  hour's  delay  is  at  variance  with  the 
spirit  of  the  instrument.  The  stipulated  time  was, 
to  guard  ai^ainst  accidents,  extended  to  the  longest 
period  which,  under  any  circumstances,  could  be 
required  to  effect  the  change.  Had  the  distance 
of  our  respective  Governments  permitted,  the  time 
fixed  would  not  have  been  extended  beyond  a  sin- 
gle day.  If  the  Government  of  the  United  Stales 
had  not  gratuitously  offered  the  exchange  here, 
His  Majesty  would  have  been  compelled  ere  this 


centive  to  virtuous  exertions,  under  every  di.spen- 
sation  of  Heaven — the  confidence  in  the  integrity 
of  their  Government.  If,  even  in  Spain,  unjust 
surmises  and  unfounded  mistrusts  are  entertained, 
your  Excellency,  reco'.lecting  the  lately-subsided 
irritations  of  long-continued  disputes  with  the 
Government  of  His  Majesty,  will  not  be  surprised 
that,  in  the  United  States,  the  same  cause  should 
produce,  not  suspicions,  but  firm  convictions  of  the 
intention  of  this  Government  to  disappoint  the 
expectations  reposed  in  its  good  faith.  I  know 
full  well  that  in  two  months  the  act  of  the  ex- 
change of  ratifications  will  prove  that  these  harsh 
convictions  have  been  hastily  and  incorrectly 
formed ;  but  the  impression  of  them  may  remain, 
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and  the  motive  for  the  delayed  exchange  may  be 
misunderstood.  I  have  used  every  effort  to  avert 
it,  but  in  vain.  If  my  apprehensions  should  not 
be  realized,  I  shall  heartily  rejoice. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  say,  in  this  last  note 
that  I  shall  address  to  your  Excellency  on  this 
subject  that  whenever  His  Majesty  directs  you  to 
exchange  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  22d  of 
February,  1819, 1  am  prepared,  at  any  period  before 
the  22d  of  August,  on  the  part  of  my  Government, 
to  perform  that  ceremony. 

I  renew  to  your  Excellency,  whom  may  God 
preserve,  the  full  assurance  of  my  perfect  respect. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 


Don  Manuel  Gonzahs  Salm^i  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 
Madrid,  Au{pu:t  10,  1819. 

Sir  :  I  duly  received  the  note  you  were  pleased 
to  address  to  me,  dated  the  21st  of  June  last,  in 
answer  to  that  which  I  had  the  honor  to  write  to 
you  on  the  19th  of  the  same  month,  being  my  re- 

fly  to  your  notes  of  the  8th  of  May  and  4th  of 
une,  requesting  the  speedy  ratification  and  ex- 
change of  the  treaty  lately  concluded  at  Washing- 
ton, on  the  22d  of  February  of  the  present  year, 
between  His  Majesty  the  King,  my  master,  and 
your  Government. 

In  my  said  reply,  I  confined  myself  to  stating  to 
you  that  His  Majesty,  having  taken  that  import- 
ant subject  into  his  most  serious  consideration, 
bad  found  it  indispensably  necessary  to  examine 
the  treaty  with  the  utmost  caution  and  reflection 
before  he  proceeded  to  ratify  it. 

In  your  answer  you  express  your  surprise  at  the 
delay  attending  a  transaction  which,  having  been 
already  thoroughly  discussed,  could  require  no  re- 
newed examination  of  its  final  and  definitive  deci- 
sion ;  and  the  more  so,  as  the  circumstances  which 
led  to  it  had  experienced  no  change  with  either 
party.  You  proceed  to  develop,  at  length,  the  in- 
jurious effect  that,  in  your  opinion,  must  be  pro- 
duced by  the  delay  of  the  Spanish  Government  in 
concluding  this  adair,  and  also  of  the  disagreeable 
consequences  that  you  foresee  must  result  from 
that  delay  ;  and  you  conclude  by  .stating  that, 
whenever  His  Catholic  Majesty  shall  please  to 
authorize  me  to  exchange  the  ratifications  of  the 
treaty  of  22d  February,  1819,  you  are  ready  to  ex- 
ecute that  acton  behalf  of  your  Government  at 
any  time  prior  to  the  date  of  the  22d  of  August. 

It  would  have  been  desirable  if  you  had  confined 
yourself,  in  your  said  note,  to  expressing  your  sur- 
prise and  that  of  your  Government  at  the  delay  on 
the  part  of  Spain  in  terminating,  by  her  ratifica- 
tion, an  affair  which,  according  to  the  intention 
of  both,  was  to  be  considered  as  concluded,  and  to 
earnestly  requesting  the  exchange  of  the  same,  by 
which  the  wishes  of  your  Government,  and  one 
of  the  principal  objects  of  your  arrival  at  this  Court, 
would  be  accomplished. 

Thus,  it  is  to  be  supposed  that  you  would  have 
only  conformed  to  the  instructions  which  you  will 
probably  receive  from  your  Government ;  and, 
therefore,  other  expressions  and  phrases  you  have 


used  in  your  note  cannot  fail  to  appear  very  extra- 
ordinary, which  your  ardent  zeal  for  the  interests 
of  your  nation  has  doubtless  prompted  you  to  em- 
ploy, but  in  which  you  have  been  carried  farther 
than  really  could  have  been  wished. 

The  expressions  and  phrases  alluded  to,  which  I 
refrain  from  otherwise  specifying,  are,  to  say  the 
least,  entirely  superfluous,  and  consequently  foreign 
to  the  subject  in  question  ;  they  have,  therefore, 
surprised  the  more,  as  in  no  passible  case  can  they 
be  applicable  to  the  Spanish  Grovernment  or  to  its 
agents.  Convinced  of  the  rectitude  and  justice  of 
its  rights,  anil  of  those  ever  prescribed  by  the 
bounds  of  moderation,  it  never  has,  in  its  commu- 
nications, permitted  itself  to  go  to  such  extremes 
as  would  justify  the  proceeding  now  adverted  to. 

There  would  be  much  to  remark  upon  a  style 
so  unusual  in  diplomatic  communications,  and 
still  less  conformable  to  the  sentiments  of  mutual 
friendship  and  harmony  which  should  exist  be- 
tween the  two  Governments  of  Spain  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  as  well  as  of  those 
which,  as  its  representative,  you  are  in  a  situation 
to  express  ;  but  I  shall  abstain  from  any  particular 
detail  or  comment  upon  your  expressions,  and  con- 
fine myself  merely  to  declare  to  you,  as  I  have 
already  done,  the  extreme  surprise  produced  by 
that  part  of  the  contents  of  your  note. 

I  am  at  the  same  time  authorized  by  the  King, 
my  master,  to  inform  you  that,  having  deliberately 
weighed  the  important  subject  ^vhich  forms  the 
principal  object  of  your  communication,  he  is  of 
opinion  that  a  final  decision  cannot  betaken  there- 
upon without  previously  entering  into  several  ex- 
planations with  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  to  some  of  which  your  Government  has 
given  rise. 

His  Majesty  has  therefore  been  pleased  to  charge 
with  his  full  confidence  a  person  possessing  all 
the  qualifications  necessary  for  bringing  this  inte- 
resting trust  to  a  happy  conclusion,  who  will  forth- 
with make  known  to  the  United  States  His  Ma- 
jesty's intentions  on  this  point,  in  order  that,  all 
obstacles  being  removed  on  the  one  side  and  clear- 
ed up  on  the  other,  all  the  doubts  which  have 
arisen  may  be  done  away,  and  a  full  and  satisfac- 
tory accomplishment  given  to  the  earnest  desire 
which  has  animated  the  King,  my  master,  on  this 
subject,  which  certainly  has  uniformly  been  to  see 
the  friendship  and  good  understanding  subsisting 
between  both  Governments  established  on  the 
most  solid  basis,  and  secured  against  future  chances 
of  interruption. 

His  Catholic  Majesty  persuades  himself  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  in  accordance 
with  these  principles  and  sentiments, far  from  refus- 
ing to  admit  these  new  explanations,  will  cheer- 
fully receive  them  as  a  proof  of  the  good  faith  and 
frankness  of  the  conduct  of  Spain;  and  that  they 
will  accede  to  her  views,  by  promoting  also  on 
their  part  the  speedy  conclusion  of  an  affair  pro- 
ductive of  the  mutual  advantage  of  both  Powers. 
I  ofl'er,  (fee. 

MANUEL  G.  SALMON. 

John  Forsyth, 

Minister,  ^c. 
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Mr.  Forsvth  to  Senc/r  Don  Manuel  GonzaUs  Salmon, 
Secrttary  of  StcUe,  f  c. 

Madrid,  Augxiat  12,  1818. 
Sir  •  I  received  this  morning  your  oflBcial  note 
of  the  lOth  instant.     Some  of  the  expressions  of 
the  note  which  I  had  the  honor  to  present  to  His 
Majesty's  Government  on  the  21st  of  June  last 
appear  tu  have  given  offence.     As  you  have  not 
specified  the  particularphrasesorexprcssions which 
are  considered  censurable,  1  can  only  say  that  it 
was  far  either  from  my  wish  or  intention  to  treat 
His  Majesty's   Government    with    disrespect,  or 
to  use  terms  calculated  to  interrupt  the  harmony 
and  good  understanding  which  ought  to  exist  be- 
tween it  and  the  United  States.     1  came  here  in- 
structed by  the  President,   and  animated  by  the 
warmest  wishes  to  strengthen,  not  to  weaken,  the 
almost  broken  bands  of  amity  by  which  the  two 
nations  are  still  united.     I  can  but  regret  that,  in 
my  zeal  to  promote  this  great  object,  I  have  used 
language  capable  of  being  misunderstood.     You 
wxlT  consider  that  this  regret  does  not  spring  from 
a  conviction  that  the  construction  put  upon  my 
DOteisjust.     So  far  from  admitting  this,  I  must 
insist  that  there  is  nothing  contained  in  it  which, 
if  rightly  interpreted,  could  be  deemed  objection- 
able ;  and  I  cannot  but  indulge  the  belief  that  the 
language   has  been    held   offensive,  not  from  its 
genuine  and  original  import,  but  from  some  fatal- 
ity in  its  application.     As  to  the  remarks  you  have 
been  pleased  to  make,  that  the>e  unusual  expres- 
sions were  idle,  {ocioBoe^)  not  pertinent  to  the  busi- 
ness in  question,  and  not  common  in  diplomatic 
communications,  they  are  not  sufficiently  import- 
ant to  merit  a  distinct  reply.     The  first  two  it  is  , 
not  the  province  of  His  Majesty's  Government  to  j 
reprove ;  to  my  own  Government  I  look  for  ap-  | 
probation  or  censure.     There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
pertinency  of  the  matters  referred  to  will  not  escape  | 
Its  penetration.     Should  I  be  convicted  of  the  of-  I 
fence  of  departing  from  the  ordinary  diplomatic  | 
style,  I  shall  find  abundant  consolation  in  the  con-  , 
-sciousness  of  having  expressed  just  sentiments  in  I 
simple  terms.     The  course  pursued  by  the  Gov-  I 
ernment  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  and  intended  to  j 
be  persisted  in,  as  indicated  by  your  note,  is  much 
more  likely  to  disturb  the  harmony  of  the  two  na- 
tions than  the  intemperate  zeal  of  the  representa- 
tives or  agents  of  either.     On  the  22d  of  February, 
the  convention  was  signed  at  Washington,  by  Mr. 
Adams  and  the  Chevalier  de  Onis.     In  April,  a 
copy  of  it  was  received  in  Spain  from  the  mes- 
senger sent  by  the  Spanish  Minister  from  America. 
It  is  not  necessary  to  remind  you  that  the  satisfac- 
tion of  this  Grovernment  in  the  termination  of  this 
important  business  was  marked  by  the  distribution 
of  honors  in  the  gift  of  the  Crown  to  persons  very 
remotely  connected  with  the  transaction.    What 
has  produced  the  very  surprising  change  in  the 
opinions  then  entertained  on  this   subject,  is  for 
you,  sir,  to  explain,  if  you  think  proper,  but   is 
what  I  cannot  imagine.     On  the  18th  of  May, 
immediately  after  ray  introduction  to  His  Majesty, 
the  note  of  that  date  was  delivered.     It  was  therein 
stated  that  the  treaty  ratified  by  the  United  States 


was  in  Madrid,  and  an  immediate  exchange  of  rati- 
fications was  asked,  that  this  imporUnt  document 
might  be  sent  to  my  Government  by  a  vessel  of 
war  bound  in  a  short  time  from  Cadiz  to  America : 
to  this  no  reply  was  given.     Under  the  expectation 
entertained  from  several  conversations  with  the 
Marquis  de  Casa  Yrujo,  the  substance  of  which 
has  been  verbally  stated  to  you,  the  vessel  was  de- 
tained in  the  port  of  Cadiz  until  the  2d  of  July. 
In  this  interval  the  only  communication  received 
on  this  important  subject  was  your  note  of  the  19th 
June,  the  purport  of  which  was,  that  His  Majesty 
found  it  necessary  to  proceed  with  the  deliberation 
and  slowness  demanded  by  its  importance,  to  con- 
sider the  subject  of  the  treaty.     On  the  12th  day 
of  August,  His  Majesty's  Government  gives  notice, 
by  your  note  of  the  10th,  of  its  determination— to 
ratify  ?  no,  sir,  to  send  a  person  to  Washington, 
possessing  the  confidence  of  the  Kin§r,  and  having 
the  necessary  qualifications  to  terminate  happily 
this  affair.     Can  it  have  escaped  the  observation  • 
of  this  Government  ihat  this  affair  must  terminate 
in  ten  days?     While  a  failure  to  resolve  finishes 
the  business  in  a  few  days,  this  Government  thinks 
that  a  definitive  resolution  cannot  be  taken  without 
first  entering  into  various  explanations  with  the 
United  States,  to  some  of  which  the  Government 
of  the  said  States  has  given  occasion.     What  cir- 
cumstance in  the  history  of  this  affair  sustains  the 
assurances  that  His  Majesty  finds  himself  animated 
by  the  most  vehement  desires  to  preserve  a  good 
understanding  with,  and    the   friendship  of,   the 
United  States?     Is  it  the  disappointment  of  the 
rational  anticipation,  indulged  in  America,  that 
the  treaty  ratified  by  Spain  would  be  carried  there 
in  the  ship  of  war  Hornet  7     The  determination 
to  send  a  messenger  to  the  United  States  for  ex- 
planations,  at  this  period,  when   his   voyage,  as 
It   regards  the  convention,  must  be  useless  ;  and 
the  only  hope  which  can  be  entertained  from  it  is, 
that  a  new  negotiation  may  be  commenced — a  cir- 
;  cumstanceofespecial  weignt,  when  it  is  recollected 
I  that  this  messenger  might  have  been  sent  to  Wash- 
I  ington,  the  desired  explanations  might  have  been 
I  asked,  and  given  there  prior  to  the  22d  of  August, 
if  the  King,  your  master,  had  decided  promptly 
on  this  course.     Or  is  it  in  the  inexplicable  and 
I  studious  avoidance  of  the  natural  order  of  proceed- 
ing in  a  case  of  this  kind — an  application  to  the 
Minister  of  the  United   States  near  the  Court  of 
His  Majesty  for  these  necessary  explanations,  when 
they  might  have  been,  possibly,  long  since  given, 
and  still  may  be  given  before  the  period  arrives 
when  the  convention  of  the  22d  of  February  ceases 
to  be  obligatory  upon  the  parties  to  it?     You  will 
forgive  me,  sir,  if  I  perceive  in  none  of  these  cir- 
cumstances indications  of  those  vehement  desires 
by  which  His  Majesty's  Government  is  animated, 
to  establish,  on  a  solid  basis,  a  good  understanding 
with  the  United  States,  to  which,  in  the  usual 
style  of  diplomatic   communications,   you   refer. 
Since,  however,  I  am  bound  and  most  willing  to 
believe  their  existence,  although   the  conduct  of 
Spain  has  a  tendency  to  force  a  different  convic- 
tion upon  the  mind,  allow  me  to  suggest  the  only 
mode  in  which  they  can  now  be  fully  manifested 
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and  gratified;  with  that  frankness  and  openness 
so  honorable  to  all  nations,  and  by  which  the  Cas- 
tilian  character  has  been  distinguished,  disclose 
the  difficulties  that  appear  to  interpose  themselves 
to  prevent  the  immediate  conclusion  of  this  affair. 
I  am  fully  instructed  by  the  Grovernment  of  ray 
country  upon  the  only  point  on  which  it  can  have 
given  a  motive  for  explanations ;  and  while  I  can- 
not imagine  what  others  are  wished  for,  I  per- 
suade myself  that  I  am  so  well  possessed  of  its 
wishes  and  intentions  a^  to  be  anle  to  give  full 
satisfaction  to  His  Majesty  upon  any  part  of  the 
treaty,  the  elucidation  of  which  may  be  desired. 

I  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 


The  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  John  Forsyth. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  Auffust  18, 1819. 

Sir:  Captain  Read,  of  the  Hornet,  has  deliv- 
ered to  me  your  despatches  of  the  10th,  17th,  and 
22d  of  June,  which  have  been  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  President. 

However  extraordinary  the  conduct  of  the  Span- 
ish Government,  in  relation  to  tiie  treaty  signed 
on  the  22d  of  February  last,  has  been,  the  Presi- 
dent is  unwilling  to  abandon  the  hope  that,  within 
the  period  of  six  months  allowed  for  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications,  a  sense  of  justice,  and  of  de- 
cent regard  for  the  public  faith  of  the  King  and 
nation,  solemnly  pledged  by  the  treaty,  will  pre- 
vail over  the  individual  intrigues  and  lurking  in 
fluence  which  prompted  the  delay  that  has  taken 
place.  Should  this  expectation,  however,  be  dis- 
appointed, and  should  the  treaty  remain  unratified 
by  S|>ain  at  the  time  when  you  shall  receive  this 
despatch,  you  will  immediately  make  an  official 
communication  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
stating  that  the  ratification  of  Spain,  with  the  ex- 
plicit understanding,  on  tier  part,  that  the  alleged 
pants  to  the  Duke  of  Alagon,  Count  of  Punon 
Rastro,  and  Mr.  Vargas,  and  all  others  which  may 
have  been  made  under  the  same  circumstances, 
are,  by  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty,  null  and 
void,  and  will  be  so  held  by  the  United  States, 
will  be  accepted  as  valid ;  and  that  you  are  au- 
thorized to  receive  the  Spanish  ratification  in 
exchange  for  that  of  the  United  States,  though 
after  the  lap.se  of  the  stipulated  six  months,  pro- 
vided the  exchange  shall  be  immediate,  and  in 
such  time  that  you  can  despatch  the  ratified  treaty 
by  the  messenger  who  will  be  the  bearer  of  this 
in  season  to  arrive  here  before  the  meeting  of  Con- 
gress, on  the  first  Monday  in  December;  that,  if 
the  ratified  treaty  should  not  arrive  here  at  that 
time,  a  full  communication  will  be  made  by  the 
President  to  Congress  of  all  the  transactions  re- 
lating to  the  treaty,  and  such  measures  will  be 
adopted  by  that  body  as  they  shall  think  required 
by  the  exigency  of  the  case  ;  that,  whatever  their 
determination  may  be,  the  Spanish  Government 
will  be  responsible  to  the  United  States  for  all 
damages  and  expenses  which  may  arise  from  the 
delay  or  refusal  of  Spain  to  ratify,  and  from  the 


measures  to  which  the  United  States  may  resort 
to  give  efficacy  to  their  rights  ;  and  that,  for  the 
indemnities  to  which  they  will  be  justly  entitled 
for  this  violation  of  faith  by  Spain,  the  United 
States  will  look  to  the  territory  west  of  the  Sabine 
river. 

The  only  reason  assigned  by  the  Minister  of 
State  ad  interim,  Salmon,  for  the  postponement  of 
the  Spanish  ratification  was,  the  determination 
of  the  King,  founded  upon  the  great  importance 
of  the  treaty,  to  act  upon  it  with  full  deliberation. 
This  may  have  been  sufficient  to  justify  delay 
within  the  period  stipulated  by  the  treaty,  but, 
after  the  expiration  ot  that  period,  can  no  longer 
be  alleged.  Delay  beyond  that  period  will  be  a 
breach  of  faith;  tor  the  treaty,  in  all  its  parts, 
from  the  moment  of  its  signature  by  Mr.  Onb,  and 
the  ratification  of  the  United  States,  was  as  bind* 
ing  upon  the  honor  and  good-faith  of  the  Spanish 
King  and  nation  as  it  would  be  after  the  ratifica- 
tion. It  is  scarcely  supposable  that  Spain  will 
contest  this  position,  or  that  it  should  be  necessary 
to  present  it  to  her  view  in  the  following  terms  of 
the  full  power  of  Mr.  Onb,  the  original  of  which, 
signed  by  the  King  of  Spain,  was  delivered  to  me 
before  the  signature  of  the  treaty.  The  words  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty  are,  after  authorizing  Mr. 
Onis  to  treat,  negotiate,  and  conclude  a  treaty, 
whereby  past  differences  may  be  adjusted,  and  a 
firm  and  lasting  peace  established  between  the  two 
Governments:  "Obliging  ourselves,  as  we  do 
hereby  oblige  ourselves  and  promise,  on  the  faith 
and  word  of  a  King,  to  approve,  ratify,  and  fulfil, 
and  to  cause  to  be  inviolably  observed  and  ful- 
filled, whatsoever  may  be  stipulated  and  signed  by 
you;  to  which  intent  and  purpose,  I  grant  you  all 
authority  and  full  power,  in  the  most  ample  form, 
thereby  as  of  right  required."*  If  language  so 
explicit  and  unqualified  were,  in  regard  to  its  im- 
port, susceptible  of  any  doubt,  founded  on  the 
usage  which  requires  the  ratification  of  the  sove- 
reign for  the  full  consummation  of  a  treaty,  there 
is  nothing  dubious  or  uncertain  in  the  extent  of 
obligation  resting  upon  him,  by  the  signature  of 
his  Minister,  vested  with  such  a  full  power.  The 
following  {)assages  from  Vattel  and  Marten^are 
decisive  authorities  upon  the  principle: 

"Sovereigns  treat  together  by  the  agency  of 
their  attorneys  or  mandatories,  clothed  with  suffi- 
cient powers;  they  are  commonly  called  plenipo- 
I  tentiaries.     AH  the  rules  of  the  law  of  nature, 
I  concerning  things  performed  by  commission,  are 
I  here  applicable.     The  rights  of  the  agent  are  de- 
I  fined  by  the  authority  given  him.     From  this  he 
must  not  depart;  but  whatever  he  promises  within 
I  the  terms  oi  his  commission,  and  according  to  the 
I  extent  of  his  powers,  is  binding  upon  his  coa- 
!  stituent." 

"  At  this,  time,  to  avoid  all  danger  and  diffi- 

•  "  Obligandonos  y  prometemos,  en  fe  y  paltbra  d« 
j  Rey,  que  aprobaremos,  ratificaremos,  cumptiremoa,  y 
!  haremoa  observar  y  cumpiir  inviotablemeote  qaanto 
I  por  voa  fuere  eatipulado  y  firmado;  para  lo  qaal  os 
I  concede  todaa  las  facultadea  y  plenos  poderes  en  la 
.  forma  aia«  ampha  que  de  derecho  »e  requieren." 
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culty,  princes  reserve  to  themselves  the  right  of 
ratifying  that  which  has  been  concluded  by  their 
minister  in  their  name.  The  full  newer  is  merely 
a  commission,  cum  libera.  If  this  commission 
were  to  have  its  full  effect,  it  should  be  given  with 
the  utmost  circumspection ;  but,  as  prmces  can  be 
constrained  to  fulfil  their  obligations  only  by  force 
of  arms,  the  custom  has  arisen  of  relying  upon 
their  treaties  only  after  they  have  sanctioned  and 
ratified  them.  Whatever  the  minister  has  con- 
cluded remaining  ineffectual  until  the  ratification 
of  the  prince,  there  is  less  danger  of  giving  him 
a  full  power.  But  to  refuse,  with  honor,  to  ratitv 
that  which  has  been  concluded  in  virtue  of  a  full 
power,  the  sovereign  must  have  strong  and  solid 
reasons  for  it,  and,  particularly,  he  must  show  that 
his  Minister  transcended  his  instructions." —  VoXUl, 
book  2,  chapter  12,  §  156. 

"Everything  that  has  been  stipulated  by  an 
agent,  in  conformity  to  his  full  powers,  ought  to 
become  obligatory  for  the  State,  from  the  moment 
of  signing,  without  even  waiting  for  the  ratifica- 
tion. However,  not  to  expose  a  State  to  the  errors 
of  a  single  person,  it  is  now  become  a  general 
maxim  that  public  conventions  do  not  become  ob- 
ligatory till  ratified.  The  motive  of  this  custom 
clearly  proves  that  the  ratification  can  never  be 
refused  with  justice,  except  when  he  who  is  charged 
with  the  negotiation,  keeping  within  compass  with 
respect  to  his  public  full  powers,  has  gone  beyond 
his  secret  instructions,  and  consequently  has  ren- 
dered himself  liable  to  punishment,  or  when  the 
other  party  refuses  to  ratify." — Martms^s  Summarp, 
hook  2,  chapter  1,  sec.  3. 

The  obligation  of  the  King  of  Spain,  therefore, 
in  honor  and  in  justice,  to  ratify  the  treaty  signed 
by  his  Minister,  is  as  perfect  and  unqualified  as 
his  royal  promise  in  the  full  power ;  and  it  gives 
to  the  United  States  the  right,  Equally  perfect,  to 
compel  the  performance  of  that  promise. 

Should  it  be  suggested  that  ttie  United  States 
themselves  have,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  with- 
held or  annexed  conditions  to  the  ratification  of 
treaties  signed  by  their  Plenipotentiaries  in  Eu- 
rope, it  will  readily  occur  to  you  that,  by  the  na- 
ture of  our  Constitution,  the  full  powers  of  our 
Ministers  never  are  or  can  be  unlimited  ;   that 
whatever  they  conclude  must  be,  and  by  the  other 
contracting  party  is  always  known  and  understood 
to  be,  subject  to  the  deliberation  and  determination 
of  the  Senate,  to  whose  consideration  it  must  be 
submitted  before  its  ratification  ;  that  our  full  pow- 
ers never  contain  the  solemn  promise  of  the  nation 
to  ratify  whatever  the   Minister  shall  conclude, 
but  reserve,  expressly,  not  only  the  usual  right  of 
ratification,  but  the  (Jonslitutional  privilege  of  the 
Senate,  to  give  or  withhold  their  assent  to  the 
ratification  ;  without  which  assent,  by  a  majority 
of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  at  the  vote 
taken  after  consideration  of  the  treaty,  the  Presi- 
dent has  no  authority  to  ratify.     In  withholding 
or  refusing  the  ratification,  therefore,  no  promise 
or  engagement  of  the  State  is  violated.    But  nei- 
ther me  same  reason  nor  the  same  principle  ap- 
plies to  the  King  of  Spain,  who  possesses  the  sole, 
entire,  and  exclusive  power  of  ratifying  treaties 


made  by  his  Ministers,  and  who,  therefore,  by  the 
promise,  on  the  faith  and  word  of  a  King,  to  rati- 
fy whatever  his  Minister  shall  sign,  commits  his 
own  honor  and  that  of  his  nation  to  the  fulfilment 
of  his  promise.  This  distinction  is  well  known 
and  clearly  recognised  by  the  law  of  nation*.* 

The  Spanish  Government  cannot  allege  either 
that  Mr.  Onis  transcended  his  secret  instructions, 
or  that  the  ratification  of  the  United   States  has 
been  refused,  or  that  any  unfair  advantage  w;as 
taken  on  the  part  of  the  U/iited  States  in  the  negotia- 
tion, or  that  Spain  was  not  fully  aware  beforehand  of 
the  full  extent  of  the  engagements  contracted  by 
Mr.  Onis.    It  is  too  well  known,  and  they  will  not 
dare  to  deny  it,  that  Mr.  Onis's  last  instructions 
authorized   nim  to  concede  much  more  than  he 
did  ;  that  those  instructions  had  been  prepared  by 
Mr.  Pizarro;  that,  after  the  appointment  of  the 
Marquis  de  Casa  Yruio  to  the  ministry,  they  were 
by  him  submitted  to  the  King's  council,  and,  with 
their  full  sanction,  were  transmitted  to  Mr.  Onis; 
that,  both  in  relation  to  the  grants  of  lands  in 
Florida,  and  to  the  Western  boundary,  the  terms 
which  he  obtained  were  far  within  the  limits  of 
his  instructions ;  that  it  was  known  to  and  under- 
stood by  him  that  the  grants  to  Alagon,  Punoa 
Rostro,  and  Vargas,  were  annulled  by  the  treaty  ; 
that,  so  fully  was  this  his  understanding,  that,  in 
his  despatches  to  his  Government,  he  pointed  out 
to  them  means  of  indemnifying  those  grantees  for 
their  disappointment  from  other  lands.   The  Gov- 
ernment or  the  United  States,  indeed,  considered 
the   moderation   and  generosity  of  the  terms  to 
which  they  had  acc(  dcd  as  a  pledge  that  they 
would  be  received  with  pride  and  joy  oy  the  Span- 
ish Government ;  and  so,  it  will  not  be  denied,  they 
were  in  the  first  instance  received  by  the  King  of 
Spain  and  his  Cabinet.     If,  afterwards,  from  the 
unexpected  extent  of  sacrifices  which  the  United 
States  made,  for  the  purposes  of  conciliation  and 
of  sincere  amity,  Spain  has  drawn  the  inference 
that  this  temper  may  be  trifled  with  and  abused, 
it  is  proper,  and  will  be  just,  that  she  should  be 
effectually  undeceived. 

Should  the  ratification  be  withheld,  it  is  to  be 
presumed  that  some  other  reason  than  the  iniDor- 
tance  of  the  treaty  will  ultimately  be  assigned  by 
Spain  for  withholding  it.  What  that  will  be,  can  at 

E resent  only  be  conjectured.     If  the  grants  to  the 
>uke  of  Alagon  and  Count  Punon  Rostro  should 
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be  assigned  as  forming  the  objection,  you  will  expli- 
citly declare  that  the  United  States  have  no  com- 
promise to  make,  and  will  listen  to  none  on  that 
subject.     The  insinuation  of  the  Marquis  of  Casa 


•  The  sovereign  who  possessef  full  and  absolute 
power  ha3  undoubtedly  the  right  to  treat  in  the  name 
of  the  State  which  he  representB,  andhia  cngagcmenta 
bind  the  whole  nation.  But  the  rulers  of  nations  have 
not  all  the  exclusive  power  of  making  public  ireatiea; 
some  are  under  the  restriction  of  taking  the  advice  of 
the  Senate,  or  of  the  representatives  of  the  nation.  It 
is  in  the  fundamental  laws  of  ench  Stale  that  we  must 
look  for  the  power  capable  of  contracting  valid  engage- 
ments in  the  name  of  the  Stale.—  Vatlel,  book  2,  chap- 
ter 12,  sec.  164. 
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Yrujo  that  those  grants,  by  the  letter  of  the  eighth 
article,  would  be  confirmed  if  dated  before  the 
24th   of  January,   1818,  was  totally  unfounded. 
Mr.  Onis  knows  that  the  whole  of  the  eighth  ar- 
ticle was  finally  drawn  up  as  it  stands,  with  the 
express  intention,  declared  by  me,  and  agreed  to 
by  him,  to  exclude  them  from  confirmation,  what- 
ever miffht  be  their  dates.    Mr.  Onis,  on  the  first 
projet  oT  a  treaty,  delivered  on  the  9th  of  Febru- 
ary, had  drawn  the  article  in  such  terms  as  to  con- 
firm all  grants  made  before  the  24th  of  January, 
1818.     If  the  article  had  even  been  accepted  by 
us  in  those  terms,  it  could  only  by  an  unworthy 
deception  be  pretended  that  it  covered  the  grants 
of  Alagon  and  Punon  Rostro,  because  it  had  been 
explicitly  agreed,  on  both  sides,  that  they  should 
be  annulled,  and  because  Mr.  Onis,  who  alwavs 
spoke  of  them  as  fraudulent  grants,  of  which  he 
was  ashamed  for  his  country,  has  repeatedly  de- 
clared to  me  that  he  signed  the  treaty  without 
knowing  their  dales,  but  fully  believing  them  to 
be  subsequent  to  the  24th  of  January.     If,  then, 
the  confirmation  of  the  grants  prior  to  that  date 
had  been,  as  it  was  first  proposed   by  Mr.  Onis, 
positive  and  unqualified,  and  if  the   grants  had 
oeen  completely  made  before  that  date,  there  might 
be  some  pretence  that  they  were  covered   by  the 
letter  of  the  article^  though  by  a  mistake  common  j 
to  both  parties,  of   which  a  just  and  honorable  | 
Government  would  disdain  to  take  any  other  ad-  i 
vantage  than  that  of  manifesting  its  good  faith  by  j 
its  cheerfulness  and  promptitude  in  rectifying  the  | 
error,  and  fulfilling  the  intention  instead  ot  the  | 
letter  of  the  engagement.     But   the  article  was 
not  accepted  in  this  form.     In  the  counter-projet, 
delivered  by  me  on  the   13th  of  February,  the 
grants  prior  to  the  24th  of  January,  1818,  the  con- 
ditions of  which  should  have  been  performed  by 
the  grantees,  and  none  other,  were  declared  to  be 
conhrmed.     At  the  time  that  the  counter-proiet 
was  received  by  Mr.  Onis,  he  was  confined  to  nis 
house  by  indisposition;  at  his  request,  the  commu- 
nications between  him  and  me  were  made  by  the 
friendly  interposition  of  the  French  Minister,  M. 
Hyde  de  .Neuville.    Mr.  Onis  insisted  on  the  ar- 
ticle concerning  the  grants  as  drawn  up  by  him, 
not  for  the  purpose  of  covering  these  grants,  for 
he  professed  an  earnest  desire  Inat  they  should  be 
annulled,  fur  the  vindication  of  his  own  character 
from   the  aspersion   which   had   been  circulated 
here,  that  he  had  a  personal  interest  in  them;  but 
he  had  drawn  the  article  in  these  terms  merely  to 
save  the  honor  of  the  King.     It  was  then  observed 
that  the  honor  of  the  King  could  be  saved  by  de- 
claring the  grants  prior  to  the  24th  January,  1818, 
binding  to  the  same  extent  as  they  would  have 
been  upon  the  Spanish  Government  if  the  cession 
to  the  United  States  had  not  been  made.     It  was 
known  and  admitted  that  neither  of  those  grants 
would,  in  that  case,  have  been  valid,  because  the 
conditions,  by  the  laws  of  the  Indies,  indispensa- 
ble to  their  validity,  neither  had  been,  nor  could 
be,  fulfilled  by  the  grantees;  and  their  non-per- 
formance had  been  formally  assigned  by  Mr.  Onis, 
in  his  letter  to  me  of  November  16,  1818,  as  his 
reason  for  agreeing  to  their  being  annulled.     But 


he  observed  that  there  were  grants  of  old  standing, 
made  bona  fide  to  persons  in  actual  possession  of 
the  lands,  and  having  made  improvements  and 
settlements  upon  them,  but  who,  by  the  late  revo- 
lutions in  Europe,  and  the  convulsed  state  of 
Spain,  had  been  prevented  from  completing  all 
the  conditions  of^ their  grants;  that  it  would  be 
but  equitable  to  allow  them  time  from  the  date  of 
the  treaty  to  fulfil  them.  To  this  a  ready  assent 
was  given,  and  the  article  was  thus  agreed  to — 
limiting  to  such  grants  alone  the  confirmation 
prior  to  the  24th  of  January,  1818. 

Minutes  of  the  discussion  upon  this  article  were 
drawn  up  in  writing,  at  the  time,  by  Mr.  De  Neu- 
ville, copies  of  which  were  furnished  both  to  Mr. 
Onis  and  to  me  prior  to  the  signature,  and  recog- 
nised by  us  both  to  be  correct.  An  abstract  from 
them  of  all  that  relates  to  this  article,  together 
with  the  draught  of  the  article  as  first  proposed  by 
Mr.  Onis,  of  that  in  our  counter-projet,  and  of  the 
article  as  finally  agreed  to,  is  herewith  enclosed. 
They  will  show  that  the  confirmation  of  the  grants 
to  Alagon,  Punon  Rostro,  and  Vargas,  is  as  effect- 
ually excluded  by  the  limitations  in  the  first  part 
of  tne  article,  if  their  date  is  prior  to  the  24th  of 
January,  1818,  as  by  the  date  itself  if  made  subse- 
quent to  that  time.  They  were  not  excluded  by 
name  for  two  reasons:  First,  conformably  to  the 
desire  of  Mr.  Onis  to  save  the  honor  of  the  King. 
You  will  see  this  distinctly  noted  in  the  minutes 
of  Mr.  De  Neuville.  Secondly,  because,  from  the 
despatches  of  Mr.  Erving,  it  was  supposed  there 
were  other  grants  of  the  same  kind,  and  made  un- 
der similar  circumstances.  To  have  named  them 
might  have  left  room  for  a  presumptive  inference 
in  favor  of  others.  The  determination  was  to  ex- 
clude them  all. 

Nu  reliance  was  placed  upon  the  exclusion  by 
the  date,  because  the  grants  having  been  secretly 
made,  and  without  the  usual  formalities,  the  copies 
of  them  received  by  Mr.  Erving  might  be  unauthen- 
tic; because  no  copy  of  the  grant  to  Alagon  had 
been  received ;  and  because,  if  fraud  was  to  be 
guarded  against,  it  was  well  known  that  ante- 
dating was  one  of  its  most  familiar  and  favorite 
expedients.     When,  shortly  after  the  signature  of 
the  treaty,  n  rumor  was  circulated  here  that  the 
date  of  the  grants  was  one  day  prior  to  the  24th 
of  January,  1818,  and  that  this  last  date  had  been 
assumed  with  the  intention,  at  least  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Onis,  that  they  should  be  confirmed,  without 
admitting  the  suspicion  that  he  had  attempted  a 
deception  for  which  the  language  of  decency  has 
no  name,  it  was  yet  thought  advisable  that  no 
shadow  of  a  pretence  should  by  any  possibility  be 
raised  after  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  by  Spain 
or  the  grantees,  that  those  grants  were  confirmed, 
or  that  either  party  of  the  compact  had  understood 
that  they  would  be  by  the  article  as  it  stood.  You 
were  therefore  instructed,  on  exchanging  the  rati- 
fications, to  deliver  a  declaration  of  this  construc- 
tion, which  it  had  been  the  avowed  intention  of 
both  i)arties  at  the  signature  that  the  eighth  arti- 
cle should  bear  in  relation  to  the  grants  in  ques- 
tion, and  the  only  one  which  the  United  States 
should  ever  admit.    Mr.  Onis,  by  his  answer  to 
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my  note  of  the  10th  March,  uoequi vocally  recog- 
nised thai  such  had  been  his  understanding  of  the 
import  of  the  article  when  he  signed  it.  He  added, 
indeed,  that,  if  he  had  known  that  the  grants  were 
of  a  prior  date,  he  should  have  insisted  upon  their 
being  confirmed.  But,  without  remarking  that 
his  ignorance  of  their  dates  could  have  no  possible 
effect  to  render  valid  that  which  he  had  agreed 
and  understood  to  be  null  and  void,  it  had  escaped 
bis  recollection  that,  in  his  note  to  me  of  the  16th 
November,  1818,  he  had  agreed  that  these  grants 
should  all  be  annulled,  because  their  conditions  had 
not  been  fulfilled  by  the  grantees.  The  President 
of  the  United  States  is  yet  willing  to  accept  of  the 
ratification  of  that  treaty  by  Spain.  It  settles  im- 
portant interests ;  it  secures  pacific  and  harmo- 
nious relations  with  Spain ;  it  provides  indemni- 
ties to  many  of  our  citizens  for  injuries  which 
Spain  acknowledges  they  have  suffered  from  her ; 
and  it  gives  us  Florida,  a  land  useless  and  expen- 
sive to  Spain,  though,  chiefly  by  its  position,  valu- 
able to  us.  But,  for  all  these  advantages,  we  know 
that  we  have  given  in  the  same  treaty  ample  and 
generous  equivalent  to  Spain,  and  sne  will  find 
herself  much  deceived  if,  in  the  hope  of  making 
hereafter  a  better  bargain,  she  now  disdains  them. 
To  possess  Florida,  with  the  full  and  fair  consent 
of  Spain,  is  undoubtedly  an  object  of  mterest  to 
the  American  Government;  but  an  object  of  in- 
finitely deeper  and  dearer  intere^l  to  them  is  to  ob- 
serve towards  Spain,  and  all  other  nations,  a  just 
and  candid  and  single-hearted  course  of  conduct, 
free  from  fraud,  artifice,  or  disguise;  and  that 
which  they  observe,  they  demand  in  return.  They 
will  neither  themselves  practise,  nor  from  others 
submit  to,  a  disingenuous,  double-dealing  system 
of  treachery,  paltering  with  its  own  engagements, 
and  spreading  snares  for  the  generous  confidence 
of  good  faith. 

You  will,  therefore,  on  no  cons^ideration,  ex- 
change the  ratifications  without  delivering  the 
declaration  prescribed  by  your  instructions  when 

{^ou  took  charge  of  the  treaty ;  and  you  will  not 
ail,  if  the  ratification  be  withheld,  to  address  an 
earnest  remonstrance  to  the  Spanish  Government 
against  the  grants  themselves,  and  the  circum- 
stances under  which  they  were  issued. 

The  proposal  of  Mr.  Onis's  letter  to  this  depart- 
ment, of  the  31st  October,  1818,  was  as  follows: 
"  That  the  late  grants  made  by  His  Majesty  in 
the  Floridas,  since  the  24th  of  January  last,  the 
(date  of  my  first  note  announcing  His  Majesty's 
willingness  to  cede  them  to  the  United  States, 
(the  said  grants  having  been  made  with  a  view  to 
promote  population,  cultivation,  and  industry,  and 
not  with  that  of  alienating  them,)  shall  be  declared 
null  and  void,  in  consideration  of  the  grantees  not 
having  complied  with  the  essential  conditions  of 
the  cessions,  as  has  been  the  fact."  And  in  his 
letter  of  the  10th  March,  referring  to  this  pro- 
posal, he  says:  "With  the  frankness  and  good 
faith  which  have  uniformly  actuated  my  con- 
duct, and  which  distinguish  the  character  of  the 
Spanish  nation,  I  have  to  declare  to  you,  sir,  that 
when  I  proposed  the  revocation  of  all  the  grants 
made  subseqveotly  to  the  date  above  mentioned,  it 


was  with  the  full  belief  that  it  comprehended 
those  made  to  the  Duke  of  Alagon,  as  well  as  any 
others  which  had  been  stipulated  at  that  period." 
Here,  then,  is  the  express  declaration  of  the  Span- 
ish negotiator  of  that  treaty:  liit.  That  the  grants 
in  question  were  all,  in  his  full  belief  when  he 
made  the  proposal,  included  among  those  posi- 
tively annulled  by  the  date;  2d.  That  these  grants 
had  been  made  by  the  King,  with  a  view  of  pro- 
moting population,  cultivation,  and  industry,  and 
not  with  that  of  alienating  the  territory;  and  3d. 
That  the  grants  were  all  null  and  void,  because 
the  grantees  had  not  complied  with  the  essential 
conditions  of  the  grants. 

Now,  what  shall  be  said  after  these  plain  and 
positive  declarations,  when  Spain  advances,  as  the 
only  ground  of  pretence,  that  these  grants  were 
confirmed  by  the  treaty ;  that  they  were  dated  be- 
fore the  24th  of  January,  1818,  indeed,  but  after 
the  instructions  by  which  Mr.  Onis  was  author- 
ized to  make  his  proposal  of  that  date  for  the  ces- 
sion of  the  Floridas  had  been  despatched  to  him 
from  Madrid?  What  becomes  of  his  positive 
assurance  that  these  grants  were  made  for  the 
population  and  improvement  of  the  territory,  and 
not  with  a  view  ot  alienation?  And  what  was 
the  meaning  of  Spain  in  stipulating  that  an  ac- 
knowledged debt  of  indemnities  from  her  to  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  at  least  to  the  amount 
of  So,000,000,  should  be  paid  from  the  proceeds  of 
public  lands  in  Florida,  when  she  now  comes  and 
says  that  even  while  her  Minister  was  signing  this 
compact  on  her  part,  his  Sovereign,  by  a  secret 
and  irregular  alienation  of  the  lands,  had  made 
its  accomplishment  impossible?  In  whatever 
other  light  it  is  to  be  considered,  it  is  an  injury  to 
the  United  States,  for  which  they  are  entitled  to 
demand  and  obtain  satisfaction.  When  the  Gov- 
ernment of  a  nation  degrades  itself  by  flagrant 
and  notorious  perfidy,  those  who  are  constrained 
to  entertain  political  relations  of  neighborhood 
with  them  are  justified  by  the  law  of  nature,  and 
it  is  their  duty  to  themselves,  in  subsequent  trans- 
actions with  such  a  State,  to  take  pledges  of 
security  for  the  performance  of  its  engagements 
more  effectual  than  confidence  in  its  good  faith. 
Such  pledges  are  amply  within  the  reach  of  the 
United  States  in  their  intercourse  hereafter  with 
Spain ;  nor  is  it  to  be  presumed  that  those  who 
are  intrusted  with  the  maintenance  of  the  rights 
and  interests  of  this  nation  will  overlook  or  ne- 
glect the  duty  which  may  be  devolved  upon  them 
of  taking  them. 

This  despatch  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Cap- 
tain Read,  of  the  Hornet.  If  the  ultimate  deci- 
sion of  the  Spanish  Government  upon  the  treaty 
should  be  still  pending  on  his  arrival  at  Madrid, 
you  will  demand  it  immediately,  giving  notice 
that  a  delay  of  more  than  one  week  after  your 
communication  will  be  taken  as  a  refusal.  At 
the  expiration  of  that  time,  or  sooner  if  the  deci- 
sion be  made  known  sooner  to  you,  you  will  de- 
spatch Captain  Read,  that  his  return  tt>  this  place 
may,  with  all  confidence,  be  expected  by  the  20th 
of  November.  Should  the  ratifications  be  ex- 
changed, your  leave  of  absence,  contemplated 
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when  you  left  this  country,  may  be  used  at  your 
discretion;  but,  if  not,  the  President  thinks  it  best 
that  you  should  remain  at  Madrid,  to  await  the 
contingency  of  events  upon  the  meeting  of  Con- 
gress. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 
John  Forsyth,  Esq.,  Minuter,  jfc. 


D<m  Manuel  Gonzales  Sainton  to  Mr.  Forsyth . 
Palace,  August  19,  1819. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  the  note  you  were  pleased 
to  address  to  me  of  the  12lh  instant,  in  answer  to 
that  which  I  had  the  honor  to  write  to  you  on  the 
10th,  announcing  the  decision  which  the  King, 
my  master,  had  judged  proper  to  adopt  in  relation 
to  the  treaty  concluded  at  Washington  between 
the  Government  of  Spain  and  the  tfnited  States. 

In  that  note  you  begin  by  endeavoring  to  justify 
the  meaning  oi  the  expressions  contained  in  yours 
of  the  21st  June,  which,  however,  appear  not  the 
less  extraordinary  and  surprising,  as  I  have  already 
intimated  to  you.  But,  on  this  head,  1  refer  to 
what  I  have  had  the  honor  to  express  to  you  in 
my  said  note,  by  which  the  question  will  be  con- 
sidered as  put  at  rest,  and  that  on  no  account  will 
it  be  agreeable  to  revive  it. 

I  therefore  proceed  at  once  to  reply  to  the  lead- 
ing object  of  your  note;  and  I  flatter  myself  that 
my  answer  will  convince  you,  on  the  one  hand, 
that  the  Government  of  His  Catholic  Majesty 
could  not  observe  a  course  different  from  that 
which  it  has  taken  on  this  occasion ;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  the  determination  of  His  Majesty 
to  adopt  that  course  is  founded  upon  his  earnest 
wish,  as  I  have  already  stated  to  you,  to  establish 
the  amicable  relations  of  both  our  Governments 
upon  a  secure  and  permanent  basis. 

It  is  a  fact  of  general  notoriety,  and  must,  there- 
fore, be  well  known  to  you,  that,  as  soon  as  the 
treaty  concluded  between  His  Catholic  Majesty 
and  the  Government  of  the  United  States  was  re- 
ceived here,  and  its  stipulations  become  known, 
this  important  subject  was  taken  into  the  most 
serious  consideration  by  the  King,  my  master,  as 
well  to  examine  its  provisions  minutely  as  to  in- 
vestigate the  consequences  to  which  it  might  give 
rise  in  relation  to  your  Government.  From  that 
time  this  important  business  has  almost  exclu- 
sively occupied  the  attention  of  the  Spanish  Cabi- 
net ;  and  it  was  not  until  after  it  had  received  the 
roost  mature  deliberation  that  His  Catholic  Majesty 
resolved  that  no  final  decision  could  be  taken  upon 
it,  without  previously  entering  into  various  expla- 
nations and  edaircisseinens  with  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Any  other  determination  which  might  have 
been  taken  previous  to  this  step  would  have  been, 
to  say  the  least,  precipitate,  and  exposed  to  the  in- 
conveniences which  it  is  wished  to  avoid ;  and 
especially  not  to  leave  the  relations  of  good  under- 
standing re-established  between  both  nations  lia- 
ble to  interpretations,  but  to  place  them  on  solid 
and  stable  principles,  as  permanent  as  the  sincere 
and  perfect  friendship  and  harmony  which  it  is 


desired  to  establish  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments. 

The  explanations  and  edaircissemens  desired  by 
His  Majesty  before  a  definitive  resolution  could  be 
taken  by  him  on  the  affair  in  question,  are  not  of 
a  nature  to  be  obtained  by  the  means  of  a  messen- 
ger despatched  to  the  United  States,  and  the  an- 
swer to  which  could  arrive  here  before  the  22d  of 
the  present  month;  and  still  less  by  reason  of  the 
retreat  of  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty,  who,  having  made  the  treaty, 
and  being  thoroughly  possessed  of  the  whole  course 
of  the  negotiation,  was  best  qualified  to  demand 
the  explanations  desired.  Besides,  it  having  been 
the  uniform  wish  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  to  pro- 
ceed with  all  possible  care  and  circumspection  in 
an  affair  of  such  moment,  and  having  thus  inves- 
tigated it,  as  I  have  before  stated  to  you,  this  cir- 
cumstance could  not  have  given  occasion  for  the 
despatch  of  the  messenger  as  intimated  by  you. 

Nor  could  the  explanations  alluded  to  be  en- 
tered into  here  under  existing  circumstances,  on 
account  of  the  want  of  time  in  the  short  space 
proposed  by  you.  His  Majesty  has,  therefore,  re- 
solved to  appoint  a  confidential  person  to  proceed 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  them;  thereby  giving  a  new 
proof  of  his  deference  for  the  American  Govern- 
ment, by  his  desire  to  be  thoroughly  informed  of 
every  thing  which  has  passed  in  relation  to  the 

I  treaty. 

;      It  is  true  that,  when  this  determination  which 

I  the  King,  my  master,  has  been  pleased  to  take  in 

I  relation  to  this  afl'air  will  come  to  the  knowledge 

j  of  your  Government,  the  epoch  of  the  22d  August 

I  will   have  elapsed;   but   this  circumstance  need 

I  prove  no  obstacle  to  the  obtaining  the  requisite 

'  explanations  and  eclaircissefinens  oa  the  treaty,  as  it 

is  to  be  supposed  that  the  American  Government 

would  readily  have  afforded  them  at  an  earlier 

period  if  the  circumstances  before  pointed  out  had 

not  prevented  their  being  required  immediately. 

The  communication  which  I  had  the  honor  to 
make  to  you  on  the  10th  instant,  and  which  could 
not  have  been  made  .sooner,  has  been  realized  in 
due  time;  and  certainly  the  Government  of  the 
United  Slates  cannot  fail  to  receive  it  favorably, 
if  their  desires,  in  conformity  with  those  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty,  are  directed  to  the  auspicious 
object  of  seeing  the  differences  which  existed  be- 
tween both  Governments  at  once  terminated,  and 
their  amicable  relations  consolidated  upon  a  firm 
and  permanent  basis. 

This  being  the  sole  object  proposed  by  His  Cath- 
olic Majesty,  he  has  judged  that,  in  order  to  attain 
it,  there  was  no  mode  more  fit  and  suitable  than 
to  investigate  and  explain  before  he  gave  his  sanc- 
tion to  an  agreement  which  is  to  serve  as  a  basis 
of  the  future  relations  between  the  two  Powers, 
whatever  doubts  and  elucidations  it  might  have 
given  rise  to.  He  has,  therefore,  determined  to 
despatch  to  the  seat  of  the  American  Government 
a  person  charged  with  stating  to  it  frankly  and 
candidly  the  wishes  of  the  King,  my  master,  which 
he  flatters  himself  will  be  fully  accomplished  if  he 
is  met  by  similar  dispositions,  which  it  appears 
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must  be  the  case  if  your  Groveroment  cherish  the 
same  sentiments  by  which  His  Majesty  is  ani- 
mated. 

In  consequence  of  what  I  have  herein  stated,  I 
trust  that  you  will  agree  with  me  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  King,  my  master,  has  proceeded 
in  this  affair  with  all  prudence  and  circumspec- 
tion ;  that  it  has  not  been  possible  for  it  to  take  a 
decision  upon  it  until  it  had  previously  instituted 
a  full  investigation,  without  being  exposed  to  the 
hazards  of  a  precipitate  determination  ;  and,  final- 
ly, that  the  resolution  of  His  Catholic  Majesty, 
far  from  being  liable  to  an  unfavorable  interpreta- 
tion, is  the  most  conducive  to  promote  the  princi- 
ple connected  with  this  affair,  and  the  most  likely 
to  regulate  m  a  satisfactory  manner,  while  it,  at  the 
same  time,  reconciles  the  interests  of  both  nations. 

In  this  persuasion,  I  cannot  but  flatter  myself 
that  your  communications  to  your  Government 
will  accord  with  this  sentiment,  and  that  they  will 
tend  to  remove  any  doubtful  interpretation  that  it 
might  give  to  the  determination  adopted  by  His 
Catholic  Majesty,  and  which  I  have  already  had 
the  honor  to  communicate  to  you. 

I  avail  myself  with  pleasure  of  this  renewed 
occasion  to  offer  you  the  assurances  of  my  hio'h 
and  particular  consideration.  God  preserve  you 
many  years. 

M.  GONZALES  SALMON. 


Mr.  Forsyth  to  Don  Manuel  G.  Salmm. 

MADRin,  Auffust  21,  1819. 

The  undersigned.  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States  near  His  Catholic  Majesty,  per- 
ceives with  regret,  but  without  surprise,  from  Sr. 
Don  Manuel  Gonzales  Salmon's  note  of  the  19th 
instant,  that  the  determination  made  by  the  Grov- 
ernment  of  Spain  not  to  ratify  the  convention  of 
the  22d  February,  signed  at  Washington  by  Mr. 
Adams  and  the  Chevalier  de  Onis,  will  not  be 
changed.  The  undersigned  will  not  waste  his 
own  time,  nor  encroach  upon  that  of  His  Majesty's 
Government,  by  any  observations  on  the  said  note, 
but  will  proceed  to  discharge  the  only  duty  which, 
on  this  subject,  remains  for  him  to  perform.  He 
has  the  honor  formally  to  announce  that,  after  the 
22d  day  of  the  present  month,  as  the  ratifications 
of  the  convention  of  the  22d  February  will  not 
have  been  exchanged,  all  the  claims  and  preten- 
sions of  the  United  States,  which,  with  the  spirit 
of  moderation,  the  love  of  peace,  and  the  delusive 
expectation  that  all  causes  of  difference  and  dis- 
pute with  Spain  would  be  thereby  adjusted  and 
settled,  they  consented  to  modify  or  waive,  will 
stand  in  the  same  situation  as  if  that  convention 
had  never  been  made ;  that  the  United  States  will 
hold  themselves  free  to  press  and  enforce  them 
in  any  and  every  mode  consistent  with  honor 
that  their  interest  may  require.  On  the  extraordi- 
nary steps  taken  by  His  Majesty's  Government  in 
this  affair,  the  undersigned  will  not  remark  lest 
he  should  forget  that  respect  which  is  due  to  the 
Government  near  which,  as  the  representative  of 
another,  he  is  sent  to  reside.  Of  the  rumors  that 
prevailed  on  this  subject  before  the  decision  of 


His  Majesty's  Government  was  known,  (a  deci- 
sion he  could  not  anticipate,)  the  Minister  of  the 
United  States  expressed  himself  in  terms  suffi- 
ciently strong.  As  the  recent  determination  has 
proved  that  there  was  but  too  much  truth  in  what 
he  believed  to  be  unfounded  reports  and  gross 
calumnies,  the  undersigned  must  leave  it  to  His 
Majesty's  Government,  upon  whom  that  obligation 
rests,  to  show  upon  what  grounds  that  determina- 
tion is  reconcilable  to  honor  and  good  faith.  The 
undersigned  laments  that,  while  communicating 
to  his  own  country  this  unexpected  result,  it  is  not 
in  his  power  to  unfold  the  train  of  reasoning  by 
which  His  Majesty's  Government  has  been  deluded 
into  a  belief  that  the  course  taken  could  be  fol- 
lowed without  serious  injury  to  the  reputation  of 
Spain.  The  United  States,  after  waiting  more 
than  twenty  years,  with  a  patience  and  forbear- 
ance unexampled,  the  operations  of  reason  and 
justice  upon  the  councils  of  Spain,  will  see  with 
astonishment  this  new  instance  oi  her  apparent 
disregard  to  both.  The  Minister  of  the  United 
States,  when  transmitting  his  correspondence  with 
His  Majesty's  Government  to  his  own  country, 
will  not  omit  to  state  the  assurances  verbally  given 
to  him  of  His  Catholic  Majesty's  earnest  desire  to 
cultivate  the  good-will  of  the  (Jniled  States — un- 
fruitful professions,  that  cannot  but  produce  all 
the  effect  they  deserve,  and  all  that  could  be 
rationally  expected  from  them. 
i  The  undersigned  renews  to  Sr.  Don  Manuel 
Gonzales  Salmon  the  assurances  of  his  perfect 
consideration  and  respect. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
Sr.  Don  M.  Gonzalez  Salmon,  dec. 


Extracts  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Forsyth  (nMrked  private) 
to  Mr.  Adamn,  dated 

MADRin,  Aiifftuit  22,  1819. 
The  duplicates  of  my  despatches  by  the  Hornet 
not  having  been  forwarded  before  this,  I  deem  it 
unnecessary  to  send  you  the  extract  of  that  part 
of  my  private  journal,  a  copy  of  which  was  trans- 
mitted with  my  former  letters.  To  the  informa- 
tion contained  in  my  official  letter  of  this  day's 
date,  I  have  little  to  add  of  much  importance. 
The  most  interesting  fact  I  am  able  to  communi- 
cate IS,  that  the  affair  of  the  grants  is  not  the  sole 
or  the  principal  difficulty  with  this  Government. 
After  receiving  Mr.  Salmon's  note  of  the  10th  in- 
stant, and  ascertaining  from  Duke  Laval  that  this 
Government  expected  me  to  insist  on  the  King's 
agreeing  to  receive  Mr.  Onis's  declaration,  or  to 
make  one  of  his  own,  I  gave  information  to  the 
Duke,  with  the  expectation  and  belief  that  he 
would  communicate  to  the  Government,  and  to 
the  parties  interested,  that  this  was  a  mistake.  I 
had  no  instructions  to  insist  upon  either.  We  ex- 
pected the  King  might  offer  it ;  but  if  he  did  not, 
the  treaty  was  already  ratified  by  the  United 
States,  and  the  act  could  not  be  recalled.  To  pro- 
duce a  good  effect,  I  said,  also,  that  the  mistake 
about  the  grants  must  be  corrected,  if  the  business 
should  be  (what  was  altogether  improbable)  set- 
tled amicably  in  the  United   States.     The  only 
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hope  of  the  grantees  was,  to  have  the  exchange  of 
ratifications  made  here.     Relying  upon  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  information  received  here  of  the 
date  of  Punon  Rostro's  and  Alagon's  grant,  and 
the  opinion  that  the  cedula  was  the  first  valid  act 
of  the  concession,  and,  of  course,  the  date  of  the 
grant  must  be  the  date  of  the  cedula,  I  intimated 
to  Mr.  Salmon  that  the  difficulty  in  regard  to  the 
donations  could  be  obviated  here.     His  reply  was, 
that  there  were  other  points  upon  which  the  King 
wished  explanations.    What  these  are,  I  have  col- 
lected from  other  sources.     The  first  and  great 
object  in  view  is  to  procure  an  assurance  that  we 
will  not  recognise  Buenos  Ay  res,  &c.     The  ex- 
treme pertinacity  and  anxiety  on  this  subject  has 
its  origin  in  the  disclosure  made  by  Great  Britain 
of  the  conversations  between  Mr.  Rush  and  Lord 
Castlereagh  on  the  contemplated  reception  of  a 
Consul  General,  to  reside  officially  in  the  United 
States,  from  the  provinces  of  La  Plata.     This  dis- 
closure has  done  us  no  good.     Sir  Henry  Welles- 
ley,  to  whom,  on  his  stating  that  he  was  endeavor- 
ing to  promote  our  objects  here,  I  remarked  that  I 
considered  much  of  the  difficulty  of  our  affair  was 
imputable  to  this  cause,  gave  a  very  plausible  an- 
swer ;  of  its  truth  I  am  sceptical,     tie  said  the  ob- 
ject was  to  show  to  Spain  the  absolute  necessity 
of  a  settlement  of  our  differences  with  her.     What- 
ever was  the  motive,  the  effect  has  not  been  hap- 
py.    The  instructions  to  Onis  were  given  before 
this  disclosure  was  made ;  it  was  not   useful  in 
producing  those  instructions ;    and  it  is  equally 
clear,  from  the  conduct  of  Spain,  that  it  has  not 
had  the  effect  of  inducing  her  to  ratify  what  her 
Minister,  under  these  instructions,  promised  in  her 
name.     Sir  Henry  Wellesley  has  at  all  times  held 
very  reasonable  language,  and  friendly,  in  relation 
to  this  affair;  and,  since  the  above  conversation, 
he  has  certainly  taken  some  pains  to  promote  our 
wishes.     He  tells  me  that  he  sent  a  message  by  a 
confidential  agent  to  the  Duke  of  Infantado,  who 
had  urged  the  argument  that  Great  Britain  ought 
not  to  be  irritated  by  the  cession  of  Florida  to  us  ; 
that  he  was  entirely  mistaken  in  supposing  Great 
Britain  adverse  to  the  ratification  oi  the  conven- 
tion, and  that  he  had  directions  from  the  British 
Ministry  to  press  the  ratification.     He  told  Sal- 
mon that  Spain  would  hazard  much  by  refusing 
it,  and  that   the  objects  he  had  in   view  could 
be  better  accomplished  by  ratifying  immediately. 
After  the  determination  of  this  Government  was 
known,  (and  it  was  known  immediately,)  he  con- 
versed with  me,  and  wished  me  to  believe  that  it 
was  all  imputable  to  the  dispute  about  the  grants. 
I  said  this  could  not  be,  as  the  Government  must 
know  that  the  King,  having  it  in  his  power  to 
accept  or  reject  Onis's  declaration,  he  could  throw 
upon  us  the  burden  of  refusing  the  exchange  of 
ratifications.     He  then  asked  if  the  affair  of  the 
grants  could  be  got  over  here.     For  the  reasons 
stated  in  the  first  part  of  this  letter  for  my  disclo- 
sures to  Laval  and  Salmon,  and  believing  myself 
Justified  by  my  instructions  after  the  receipt  of  the 
etter  of  tne  lOlh  of  August,  I  replied  I  was  con- 
fident they  could  be.     He  proposed  to  me  to  permit 
him  to  engage  Tatischeffj  the  Russian  Minister, 


whose  influence  and  means  of  communicating 
with  the  Government  are  said  to  be  superior  to  all 
the  rest  of  the  corps  diplomatique^  to  have  this  sug- 
gestion communicated  to  the  King.  To  this  I 
consented ;  but  as  I  thought  it  would  be  better,  if 
Tatischeff  did  any  thing,  to  procure  his  good 
offices  by  an  immediate  application,  I  apprized 
him  of  this  conversation.  He  was  very  friendly 
in  his  expressions,  personally  believed  the  ratifica- 
tion necessary  and  proper  for  Spain,  and  certainly 
the  policy  of  Europe  required  it  to  be  done.  Sir 
Henry  and  Tatischeff  had  a  similar  conversation, 
and  the  suggestion  was  made.  The  next  time  I 
saw  the  Russian  Minister,  he  said,  If  you  can  give 
assurances  that  there  will  be  no  recognition  oi  the 
South  American  Governments,  the  treaty  will  be 
ratified.  I  replied,  if  that  is  the  case,  there  will 
be  no  ratification.  I  had  previously  furnished  Duke 
Laval  with  a  memorandum  on  this  topic,  which, 
after  keeping  twenty-four  hours,  and,  I  have  no 
doubt,  showing  it  to  Lozano  Torres,  who  is  su- 
preme here,  he  returned  it  to  me.  The  substance 
of  it  was,  that  the  system  of  the  Grovernment  was 
an  impartial  neutrality ;  it  had  been  adhered  to 
when  we  had,  in  our  differences  with  Spain,  the 
most  powerful  inducements  to  abandon  it;  that, 
when  these  differences  were  settled,  there  could  be 
no  inducement  to  change  it.  If  Spain  desired  us 
to  remain  stationary  in  the  dispute  with  her  colo- 
nies, the  first  step  to  secure  her  object  was  to  ratify 
our  treaty,  then  to  consult  our  wishes,  and  so  to 
shape  her  policy  as  to  inspire  a  sentiment  of  good- 
will powerful  enough  to  counteract  the  proposses- 
sions  naturally  entertained  for  the  people  of  South 
America  by  the  people  of  the  United  States.  This 
was  the  rational  mode,  and,  in  fact,  the  only  mode 
of  reaching  her  point.  To  refuse  our  treaty,  and 
ask,  as  a  condition  of  it,  that  we  would  not  recog- 
nise, was  the  certain  way  to  disappoint  their 
wishes.  The  Government  would  not  consider 
such  a  proposition.  This  memorandum  I  showed 
to  Tatischeff.  He  said,  what  it  contained  was 
true  and  just,  but  there  was  no  reasoning  with 
ignorance  and  presumption.  I  did  not  hold  any 
of  these  conversations  until  after  the  note  of  the 
10th  was  received ;  and  I  was  careful  to  express 
the  desire  that  these  gentlemen  should  do  what 
was  done,  not  with  a  view  to  our  interest,  but  to 
prevent  Spain  from  injuring  herself,  and  endan- 
gering what  is  termed  the  pacific  policy  of  Europe. 
On  the  whole,  I  am  impressed  with  a  belief 
that  they  will  propose  to  exchange  ratifications  in 
Washington,  with  the  insertion  of  a  promise  not 
to  recognise  the  Patriot  Governments,  and  to  pre- 
serve the  grants.  The  latter  will  be  a  dernier 
resort,  given  up  as  the  price  of  the  first.  Without 
this,  or  something  equivalent,  we  may  do  ourselves 
justice;  they  will  not. 


Mr 


Forsyth  to  the  Duke  of  San  Fernando. 

Madrid,  October  2,  1819. 

Sir  :  The  Government  of  the  United  States, 
having  been  prepared  to  expect  the  possibility  of 
a  failure  on  the  part  of  Spain  to  ratify  the  conven- 
tion of  the  22d  of  February  last,  by  the  extraor- 
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dinary  delay  to  decide  upon  this  subject,  and  the 
determination  of  the  King  further  to  postpone  that 
decision,  as  communicated  in  the  note  of  Mr, 
Salmon  to  me  of  the  19th  of  June,  have  instruct- 
ed me,  should  the  final  decision  on  it  by  the  King 
not  be  made  prior  lo  this  time,  to  inform  the  Gov- 
ernment of  His  Catholic  Majesty  that,  although  the 
six  months  stipulated  in  the  treaty,  within  which 
the  ratifications  were  to  be  exchanged,  have  ex- 
pired, the  ratification  of  Spain,  made  with  the 
explicit  understanding  that  the  large  grants  of  land 
in  Florida  to  the  Duke  of  Alagon,  the  Count  of 
Punon  Rostro,  and  Mr.  Vargas,  and  all  others 
made  under  similar  circumstance."*,  are,  by  the 
eighth  article  of  that  convention,  null  and  void, 
and  will  be  so  held  by  the  United  States,  will  be 
accepted  as  valid  ;  and  I  am  authorized  to  receive 
the  Spanish  ratification  for  that  of  the  United 
States,  provided  this  exchange  shall  be  immediate. 
This  exchange  must  take  place  soon  enough  to 
enable  me  to  send  the  ratified  treaty  to  the  United 
States  by  Captain  Read, of  the  sloop  of  war  Hornet, 
of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Stales,  who  will  re- 
main in  Madrid  ten  days  lo  carry  to  the  President 
the  final  determination  of  Spain  on  this  subject. 
Having  received  from  your  Excellency's  predeces- 
sors in  office  no  explanation  of  the  particular 
causes  of  the  delay  that  has  taken  place,  it  is  in 
my  power  only  to  explam  the  reasons  which  in- 
duce the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  in- 
sist upon  an  explicit  understanding  of  the  force 
and  obligation  of  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty 
•priorto  the  exchange  of^  ratifications — an  under- 
standing which  will  be  fully  shown  by  a  declara- 
tion I  am  instructed  to  present  at  the  time  of  the 
exchange,  should  it  ever  take  place,  a  copy  of 
which  is  enclosed.  It  was  rumored  in  the  United 
States,  and,  since  my  residence  in  Madrid,  I  have 
been  informed,  that  the  large  grantees  declare  that 
their  grants  are  valid  under  the  eighth  article.  If 
has  been  asserted,  with  the  strongest  appearances 
of  truth,  that  the  determination  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  hold  them  void,  as 
expressed  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  Secretary 
of  State,  to  Mr.  Onis,  of  the  10th  of  March,  1819, 
has  been  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  the  extraordi- 
nary delay  to  decide  upon  the  ratification  of  the 
instrument  in  Spain.  It  is  necessary  to  the  honor 
and  the  interest  of  the  United  States,  whose  con- 
duct to  Spain  and  to  all  nations  is  governed  by 
frankness  and  justice,  free  from  fraud,  artifice,  and 
disguise,  which  they  will  never  practise,  nor  from 
others  submit  to  a  disingenuous,  double-dealing 
system  of  treachery,  paltering  with  its  own  en- 
gagements, and  spreading  snares  for  the  generous 
confidence  of  good  faith,  to  place  this  subject  be- 
yond the  reach  of  difficulty  or  doubt.  Without 
knowing,  therefore,  the  dates  of  the  respective 
grants  alluded  to,  and  supposing  it  barely  possible 
that  there  is  a  foundation  for  a  pretension  of  the 
grantees  under  the  eighth  article,  the  Government 
directs  me  to  present  the  declaration  in  question, 
not  less  essential  to  its  own  interest  than  to  the 
honor  of  the  King  of  Spain,  since  His  Majesty 
would  be  subjected  to  the  most  unworthy  imputa- 
tions if,  under  the  circumstances,  a  claim  should 


be  made  by  his  subjects,  or  those  holding  under 
them,  founded  upon  the  alleged  validity  of  these 
grant:«. 

To  suppose  that  your  Excellency  is  not  in  pos- 
session of  all  the  facts  in  relation  to  this  subject, 
would  be  a  reflection  on  the  zeal  and  fidelity  of 
the  representative  of  Spain  in  the  United  States, 
which  I  would  be  unwilling  to  cast  upon  any  of- 
ficer of  His  Majesty's  Government.  I  do  not, 
therefore,  send  you  copies  of  those  documents, 
which  show  explicitly  that,  prior  and  subsequent 
to  the  signature  of  the  treaty,  it  was  expressly 
understood  by  the  negotiators  of  that  instrument 
that  the  eighth  article,  written  by  the  Spanish 
Minister  himself,  excluded  these  grants.  In  fact, 
when  the  lands  of  Florida  were  ceded,  with  an 
express  stipulation  that  the  claims  of  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  upon  Spain  were  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  them,  to  suppose 
that  the  Spanish  Government  had  disposed  of  the 
whole  or  the  greater  part  of  them  in  gifts  to  its 
subjects,  and  will  insist  upon  the  validity  of  those 
gifts,  is  to  suppose  it  capableof  an  act  oi  notorious 
and  deliberate  perfidy.  The  Government  of  my 
country  considered  that  the  treaty  became,  from 
the  moment  of  its  signature  by  the  Chevalier  de 
Onis,  and  the  ratification  of  the  United  States,  as 
binding  uix)n  the  honor  and  good  faith  of  the 
Spanish  King  and  nation  as  it  would  be  after  the 
ratification.  Although  I  do  not  understand  that 
this  position  is,  or  will  be,  contested  by  Spain, 
it  may  not  be  useless  to  show  its  strength  fully  to 
the  view  of  your  Excellency.  The  words  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty,  in  the  full  power  given  to  Mr. 
Onis,  the  original  of  which  was  delivered  to  the 
American  Government  before  the  signature  of  the 
treaty,  are,  after  authorizing  Mr.  Onis  to  treat,  ne- 
gotiate, and  conclude  a  treaty,  whereby  past  dif- 
ferences may  be  adjuste<i,  and  a  firm  and  lasting 
peace  established  between  the  two  Governments: 
"  Obligandonos  y  prometemos,  en  fe  y  palabra  de 
Rey,  que  aprobiaremos,  ratificaremos,  cumplire- 
mos,  y  haremosobservar  y  cumplir  inviolablemente 
quanto  por  vos  fuereestipulado  y  firmado;  paralo 
qual  OS  concedo  todas  las  facultades  y  plenos  po- 
deres  en  la  forma  mas  amplia  que  de  derecho  se 
requieren."  If  the  usage  of  nations,  which  re- 
quires the  ratification  of  the  .sovereign  for  the  full 
confirmation  of  a  treaty,  could  create  any  doubt  of 
the  import  of  language  so  unqualified  and  expli- 
cit, there  is  nothing  dubious  or  uncertain  in  the 
extent  of  the  obligation  resting  upon  him  by  the 
signature  of  his  Minister,  vested  with  such  full 
powers.  Upon  this  principle,  the  following  quo- 
tations from  Vattel  and  Martens  are  decisive  au- 
thorities: "Sovereigns  treat  together  by  the  agen- 
cy of  their  attorneys  or  their  mandatories,  clothed 
with  sufficient  powers;  they  are  commonly  called 
Plenipotentiaries.  All  the  rules  of  the  law  of  na- 
ture, concerning  things  performed  by  commission, 
are  here  applicable.  The  rights  of  the  agent  are 
defined  by  the  authority  given  to  him.  From  this 
he  must  not  depart ;  but  whatever  he  promises 
within  the  terms  of  his  commission,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  extent  of  his  powers,  is  binding  upon 
his  constituent."    '•'■  At  this  time,  to  avoid  all  dan- 
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ger  and  diflSculty,  Princes  reserve  to  themselves 
the  right  of  ratifying  that  which  has  been  conclu- 
ded by  their  Ministers  in  their  name.  The  full 
power  is  merely  a  commission,  crtm,  libera.  If  this 
commission  were  to  have  its  full  eflfect,  it  should 
be  given  with  the  utmost  circumsnection  ;  but,  as 
Princes  can  be  constrained  to  fulfil  their  obliga- 
tions only  by  force  of  arms,  the  custom  has  arisen 
of  relying  upon  their  treaties  only  after  they  have 
sanctioned  and  ratified  them.  Whatever  the  Min- 
ister has  concluded  remaining  ineflectual  until  the 
ratification  of  the  Prince,  there  is  less  danger  in 
giving  him  a  full  power.  But  to  refuse,  with 
honor,  to  ratify  that  which  has  been  concluded  in 
virtue  of  a  full  power,  the  sovereign  must  have 
strong  and  solid  reasons  for  it,  and,  particularly, 
he  must  show  that  his  Minister  transcended  his 
instructions." — Valid,  hook  2,  chap.  12,  §  156. 

"Every  thing  that  has  been  stipulated  by  an 
agent,  in  conformity  to  his  full  powers,  ought  to 
bmjme  obligatory  for  the  State  from  the  moment 
of  signing,  without  ever  waiting  for  the  ratifica- 
tion. However,  not  to  expose  a  State  to  the  er- 
rors of  a  single  person,  it  is  now  become  a  general 
maxim  that  public  conventions  do  not  become 
obligatory  until  ratified.  The  motive  of  this  cus- 
tom clearly  proves  that  the  ratification  can  never 
be  refused  with  justice,  except  when  he  who  is 
charged  with  the  negotiation,  keeping  within  the 
extent  of  his  public  full  powers,  has  gone  beyond 
his  srcret  instructions,  and  consequently  rendered 
hims<'lf  liable  to  punishment,  or  when  the  other 
party  refu.ses  to  ratify." — MarUvti*s  Summary,  book 
2,  chap.  3.  But  why  should  quotations  be  made 
to  prove  a  principle  so  familiar  to  every  man  in 
public  or  private  life,  that  what  is  promi.sed  in  his 
name,  by  his  authority,  and  according  to  his  di- 
rections, is  as  binding  in  honor  and  conscience 
as  if  he  had  pledged  himself  in  person  ?  The 
obligation  of  the  King  of  Spain,  therefore,  in  honor 
and  in  justice,  to  ratify  the  treaty  signed  by  his 
Minister,  is  as  perfect  and  unqualified  as  his  royal 
promise  in  the  full  power,  and  it  gives  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  the  right,  equally  perfect,  to  compel  the 
performance  of  that  promise.  It  is  well  known  to 
my  Grovernment  that  the  Spanish  Government 
cannot  allege  that  its  Minister  transcended  his  se- 
cret instructions,  or  that  the  ratification  of  the 
United  States  has  been  refused,  or  that  any  unfair 
advantage  was  taken  by  the  United  States  in  the 
negotiation,  or  that  Spain  was  not  well  aware 
beforehand  of  the  full  extent  of  the  engagements 
contracted  by  Mr.  Onis.  It  is  too  well  known  to 
be  denied  that  the  last  instructions  of  Mr.  Onis 
authorized  him  to  concede  much  more  than  he 
did.  The  Grovernment  of  the  United  States,  in- 
deed, considered  the  generosity  and  moderation  of 
the  terms  to  which  they  had  acceded  as  a  pledge 
that  they  would  be  received,  as  in  the  first  instance 
they  were  received,  by  His  Catholic  Majesty  and 
his  royal  council  with  pride  and  joy.  If,  from  the 
unexpected  extent  of  the  sacrifices  the  United 
States  made  for  the  purposes  of  conciliation,  the 
conclusion  has  been  drawn  that  their  conciliatory 
temper  may  be  trifled  with  and  abused,  it  is  just 
and  proper  that  Spain  should  be  eflectually  unde- 


ceived. I  am,  therefore,  instructed  further  to  in- 
form your  Excellency  that,  if  the  ratified  copy  of 
the  treaty  should  not  arrive  in  the  United  States 
before  the  first  day  on  which  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  meets,  the  President  will  lay  before 
that  body  all  the  transactions  relating  to  the  treaty, 
and  such  measures  will  be  adopted  by  the  compe- 
tent authority  as  the  exigency  of  the  case  may  re- 
quire. Whatever  may  be  determined  upon,  Spain 
will  be  responsible  to  the  United  States  for  all 
damages  and  expenses  which  may  arise  from  the 
delay  to  ratify,  and  from  the  measures  to  which 
the  United  States  may  resort  to  give  efficacy  to 
their  rights,  and  that,  tor  the  indemnities  to  which 
they  will  be  justly  entitled  by  this  violation  of  faith 
by  Spain,  the  United  States  will  look  to  the  terri- 
tory west  of  their  present  western  boundary  on  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico. 

To  this  proposal,  made  in  the  spirit  of  modera- 
tion, of  generous  forbearance,  and  with  the  earnest 
desire  of  sincere  amity  with  Spain,  I  am  instructed 
to  require  an  immediate,  explicit,  and  unequivocal 
reply.  Should  this  reply  not  be  made  before  the 
10th  of  the  current  month,  I  give  formal  notice  to 
your  Excellency  that  the  proposal  will  be  consid- 
ered as  rejected,  and  the  proper  communication 
will  be  made  to  thePresidentof  the  United  States. 

I  renew  to  your  Excellency,  whom  may  Grod 
preserve,  the  assurances  of  my  distinguished  con- 
sideration. JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Duke  of  San  Fernando  and  Qihroga. 


DuXe  of  San  Fernando  and  Quiroga  to  Air.  Fhrsyth, 

Palace,  October  8,  1819. 

Sir  :  Having  had  the  honor  to  lay  before  th*" 
King,  ray  master,  the  contents  of  the  note  which 
you  addressed  to  me  on  the  2d  instant.  His  Ma- 
jesty, whose  justice  and  impartiality  are  so  uni- 
versally known,  having  examined  the  principal 
points  embraced  therein,  has  commanded  me  to 
answer  you  as  follows : 

The  official  communications  addressed  to  you 
by  Don  Manuel  Gonzales  Salmon  might  exempt 
me,  it  would  seem,  from  all  further  discussion  of 
the  subject  in  question  ;  inasmuch  as  His  Majesty, 
actuated  as  well  by  the  claims  of  his  honor  and 
duty  as  by  a  uniform  spirit  of  justice  and  concili- 
ation towards  the  United  States,  and  pursuing  the 
example  of  his  august  predecessors,  who,  at  an 
early  period,  and  to  promote  the  very  establish- 
ment of  the  American  Government,  ^ve  such 
abundant  proofs  of  similar  dispositions,  had  deter- 
mined, upon  mature  reflection  and  deliberation,  to 
send  a  Minister  to  that  Grovernment,  who,  after 
requiring  and  giving  the  necessary  explanations, 
might  terminate  this  aflair;  and  as  neither  the 
actual  state  of  the  question,  nor  what  you  have 
been  pleased  to  communicate  to  me,  presents  any 
motive  for  changing  a  resolution  so  deliberate  and 
so  just,  and  which  the  honor  of  His  Majesty  also 
forbids,  there  appears  to  be  a  still  more  urgent  mo- 
live  to  confirm  it. 

With  this  answer  I  might  leave  you  completely 
satisfied ;  but  I  especially  take  leave,  with  the  per- 
mission of  the  King,  my  lord,  to  reply  to  some  of 
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the  points  treated  of  in  your  note  with  the  brevity 
and  precision  which  characterize  rae ;  and  because 
you  state  that  you  have  not  yet  received  an  ex- 
planation of  the  delay  in  ratifying  the  treaty,  and 
attribute  it  to  the  difl5culties  arising  out  of  its 
eighth  article.  You  will  permit  me  to  remark  to 
you  that  this  delay  does  not  manifest  that  want  of 
good  faith,  or  the  artifice  which  is  indirectly  in- 
sinuated; it  is  rather  the  declaration  now  demand- 
ed by  you,  and  previously  announced  by  your 
Grovernment,  after  having  signed  and  ratified  the 
treaty — a  declaration  which,  by  annulling  one  of 
its  most  clear,  express,  and  conclusive  articles, 
seemed  much  more  likely  to  give  room  for  a  simi- 
lar charge  in  opposition  to  yours. 

If  your  Government,  as  you  are  pleased  to  state 
to  me,  really  believed  that  the  treaty,  from  the 
moment  it  was  signed,  became  equally  obligatory 
on  Spain  as  it  was  on  the  United  States,  under 
whose  immediate  inspection  it  was  formed,  signed, 
and  ratified,  you  will  permit  me  to  remark  that, 
whether  we  consider  that  point,  or  weigh  the  au- 
thority of  authors  cited  by  you  in  support  of  your 
opinion,  the  deductions  from  them,  and  the  weight 
of  many  others  I  now  forbear  to  adduce,  as  it 
might  seem  to  offend  your  illustration,  militate 
against  you.  But  even  fancying  them  for  a  mo- 
ment, without  ever  admitting  them,  the  very  au- 
thorities which  you  deem  conclusive  in  relation  to 
a  treaty  signed  but  not  ratified,  are  opposed  to  you, 
or  require  still  more  forcibly  that  an  agreement 
concluded,  signed,  and  solemnly  ratified,  as  the 
present  one  has  been  by  your  Government,  should 
be  subjected  to  a  due  investigation.  And  if,  not- 
withstanding this,  declarations  are  required  at  the 
moment  of  its  solemn  conclusion,  and  before  its 
ratification  by  the  other  party,  which  totally  annul 
one  of  its  most  clear,  precise,  and  conclusive  arti- 
cles, without  the  sanction  of  a  secret  agreement 
authorizing  the  same,  how  should  it  appear  strange 
that  His  Majesty,  while  yet  unfettered  by  its  stip- 
ulations, might  and  should  demand  explanations 
rendered  necessary  by  so  unlooked-for  a  proceed- 
ing ?  In  the  transaction  of  settlements  or  agree- 
ments between  nation  and  nation,  the  solemn  act 
which  consummates  them,  namely,  the  ratifica- 
tion, would  become  wholly  illusory,  if  the  princi- 
r»les  which  it  is  now  in  vain  attempted  to  estab- 
ish  were  to  be  admitted.  I  again  repeat,  that  the 
very  authorities  cited  by  you  literally  declare,  as 
I  have  alreadv  remarked,  that  the  sovereign,  for 
strong  and  solid  reasons,  or  if  his  Minister  has  ex- 
ceeded his  instructions,  may  refuse  his  ratification, 
[  Vattd,  lib.  2,  cap.  12,]  and  that  public  treaties  are 
not  obligatory  until  ratified. — [MarteTis,  lib.  2,  cap. 
3.     See  note.] 

No  less  erroneous,  and  even  unprecedented,  is 
the  judgment  or  consequence  you  draw  from  the 
instructions  which  you  suppose  to  have  been  given 
to  His  Majesty's  Minister  for  the  conclusion  of 
this  treaty.  Truly  it  would  be  the  first  time  that 
a  diplomatic  communication,  professing  to  be 
thoroughly  and  minutely  acquainted  with  these 
instructions,  should  cite  them  as  being  perfectly 
well  known.  The  respect  due  to  the  King's  ne- 
gotiators Will  not  for  a  moment  allow  me  to  be- 


lieve they  have  failed  in  their  obligations,  by  vio- 
lating secrecy ;  nor  will  the  high  consideration  I 
entertain  for  your  Government  permit  me  to  think 
it  capable  oi  having  employed  the  oblique  and 
vicious  means  that  such  information  must  imply. 
It  is,  therefore,  wholly  impossible  for  rae  to  admit 
your  assertion  on  this  point. 

But,  dismissing  so  unpleasant  a  discussion,  and 
desiring  to  express  to  you  anew  the  spirit  of  con- 
ciliation and  iriendship  which  prompts  the  King, 
my  master,  to  put  an  end  to  these  differences,  as  I 
declared  to  you  in  the  beginning  of  this  note,  I  am 
enabled  to  assure  you  that  it  is  a  subject  of  great 
regret  to  His  Majesty  that  such  weighty  consider- 
ations should  have  hitherto  obliged  him  to  defer 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty  concluded  by  his  Min- 
ister to  the  Federal  Government.  These  consid- 
erations, already  stated  by  Don  Manuel  Gronzales 
Salmon  on  communicating  to  you  His  Majesty's 
determination,  acquire  additional  force  when  we 
find  that  intelligence  has  been  received,  through 
the  medium  oi  general  information,  newspapers, 
and  correspondence,  that  an  expedition  directed 
against  the  province  of  Texas  has  bt.'en  tolerated 
or  protected,  and  other  acts  committed  within  the 
limited  but  unexpired  term  assigned  for  the  ratifi- 
cation, which,  as  you  will  be  duly  informed,  have 
justly  called  for  the  remonstrances  of  His  Majes- 
ty's Chargfe  d'Affaires  to  your  Grovernment.  Not- 
withstanding His  Majesty  has  uniformly  evinced 
a  desire  to  maintain  a  perfect  union  and  amity 
with  the  American  Government,  yet,  to  render 
these  stable  and  permanent  between  two  nations 
who,  under  favor  of  a  state  of  amity,  are  endea- 
voring to  settle  their  differences,  it  is  necessary 
they  should  be  based  upon  reciprocal  utility  and 
confidence.  In  the  indulgence  of  these  noble  and 
generous  sentiments.  His  Majesty  confidently  looks 
to  the  attainment  of  this  desirable  result.  This 
was  the  object  of  the  treaty — an  object  unfortu- 
nately not  attained,  notwithstanding  the  enormous 
sacrifices  which  the  King,  my  master,  condescend- 
ed to  make.  In  these  feelings  and  dispositions  His 
Majesty  still  perseveres,  by  adopting  a  measure 
judged  indispensable — that  of  sending  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States^  as  will  promptly  be 
done,  a  person  possessing  his  entire  conndence, 
and  who,  by  smoothing  the  obstacles  or  removing 
the  difficulties  which  have  hitherto  opposed  the 
accomplishment  of  his  beneficent  intentions,  may 
fully  convince  the  Federal  Government  of  the 
frankness  and  loyalty,  as  well  as  of  the  honor  and 
dignity,  which  it  is  His  Majesty's  desire  to  main- 
tain in  his  relations  of  amity  and  union  with  that 
Government. 

Whereupon,  I  renew  to  you  my  sincere  respects, 
and  I  pray  God  to  preserve  you  many  years. 

SAN  FERNANDO  Y  aUlROGA. 

To  the  Minister  of  the  United  States. 


Extract  o/  a  Utter  of  Mr.  Forayth  to  the  Secretary  of 
•  State,  dated 

Maohio,  October  10,  1819. 

Captain  Read  reached  Cadiz  on  the  17th  in- 
stant.    The  condition  of  that  dreadfully  afflicted 
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place,  and  the  neighboring  towns,  obliged  him, 
after  remaining  some  hours  in  the  bay,  to  go  to 
Gibraltar.  From  Gibraltar  he  made  his  way,  with 
some  difficulty,  to  Santa  Cruz,  one  hundred  miles 
from  Madrid.  From  Santa  Cruz,  I  received  in- 
formation that  he  was  stopped  there.  I  applied 
immediately  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  permis- 
sion for  him  to  pursue  his  journey.  I  directed  Mr. 
Brent,  who  went  to  see  the  Duke  of  San  Fer- 
nando, to  say  that  if  the  permission  to  Captain 
Read  could  not  be  given,  I  must  request  a  passport 
for  myself  to  ride  that  far  to  confer  with  him. 
While  in  a  very  uneasy  state  of  suspense.  Captain 
Read  arrived,  and  delivered  me  your  letter  of  the 
18th  August,  with  duplicate  of  your  No.  6,  with 
the  documents.  Two  or  three  hours  after  he 
reached  Madrid,  I  was  informed  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  that  he  must  perform  at  Santa  Cruz  a 
quarantine  of  eight  or  ten  days.  The  correspond- 
ence between  us  will  show  in  what  manner  the 
Captain  was  enabled  to  continue  his  journey ; 
copies  are  enclosed,  marked  Nos.  6,  7,  8.  On  tne 
night  of  the  3d,  I  bad,  preparatory  to  the  offer  to 
exchange  the  ratifications  according  to  my  instruc- 
tions, a  long  conversation  with  the  Duke  of  San 
Fernando.  I  did  not  discover  in  this  interview 
any  reasonable  prospect  of  the  immediate  accept- 
ance of  the  treaty.  The  Duke  professed  to  be 
anxious  to  preserve  a  good  understanding  with  the 
United  States — that  the  King  wished  explana- 
tions, dec.  On  my  asking  him  what  would  be  the 
conduct  of  Spain?  would  the  treaty  be  ratified  if 
these  explanations  were  not  satisfactory  ?  he  re- 
plied, that  was  a  point  upon  which  his  royal  mas- 
ter had  not  expressed  his  pleasure.  In  the  course 
of  the  conversation,  he  expressed  the  hope  that  my 
note  would  be  couched  in  respectful  terin^ ;  that, 
if  it  was  not,  I  must  not  be  surprised  if  it  was  re- 
turned to  me.  I  told  him  that  the  note  was  pre- 
pared by,  and  according  to  the  instructions  of  my 
Government,  and,  if  returned  to  me,  I  should  not 
consider  the  offence  as  personal,  but  as  offered  to 
the  United  States. 

To  avoid  the  very  disagreeable  consequence 
which  must  ensue,  I  suggested  that  if  he  found 
any  thing  harsh  in  the  note,  I  would  change  it,  if 
it  could  be  done  without  altering  its  meaning  or 
impairing  its  strength  ;  but  that  no  term  could  be 
touched  which  was  esi>ential  to  convey,  substan- 
tially, what  the  note  contained.  After  a  very  long 
interview,  not  at  all  satisfactory,  except  tnat  it 
proved  the  good  dispositions  and  politeness  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  I  delivered  my  official  note, 
copy  marked  No.  9,*  with  the  proposal  in  Spanish, 
marked  P,  that  the  Minister  might  be  immediately 
master  of  what  was  asked  and  expected  of  the 
King.  The  answer  of  the  Minister  was  delivered 
this  afternoon.  The  copy  of  it  is  marked  No.  10. 
The  Spanish  Government  will  persist  in  the  plan 
of  sending  a  Minister  to  ask  explanations  at  Wash- 
ington. The  note  of  the  Duke  of  San  Fernando 
confirms  the  information  already  given  of  the 
points  on  which  these  explanations  will  be  asked. 


*  Communicated  to  Congress  with  the  message  of 
7ih  December,  1819. 


I  cannot  venture  to  conjecture  what  will  be  the 
conduct  of  this  Government,  should  it  not  receive 
what  it  wishes  to  procure  from  us.  In  the  mean 
time,  although  it  is  said  that  General  Vives  is 
named  to  go  to  Washington,  it  is  not  certain. 
To-morrow  I  shall  ask  for  copies  of  the  grants  to 
Alagon,  Punon  Rostro,  and  Vargas,  preparatory  to 
the  remonstrance  I  am  directed  to  make,  and  to  my 
reply  to  the  note  of  the  Duke.  I  hope  to  send  you 
copies  of  the  grants,  and  of  my  reply ;  but  shall 
not  detain  Captain  Read  if  they  are  not  ready  be- 
fore he  is  prepared  for  his  journey.  He  will  leave 
this  on  Tuesday  morning  for  Malaga,  to  which 
place  the  Hornet  must  go  from  Gibraltar,  to  take 
him  on  board,  all  travelling  from  Spain  being  in- 
terdicted by  the  governors  of  that  fortress. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

No.  6. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  the  Duke  of  San  Fernando  and  Q^vroga, 

MAnniD,  September  30,  1819. 

Sir  :  Captain  Read,  commanding  the  sloop  of 
war  Hornet,  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
bearing  despatches  tome  from  the  American  Grov- 
ernment, has  been  stopped  on  his  way  from  Gib- 
raltar to  this  place.  I  have  the  honor  to  appiv  to 
your  Excellency  for  an  order  to  the  proper  author- 
ity to  permit  him  to  pursue  his  journey.  Captain 
Read  arrived  at  Gibraltar  on  the  20th  instant,  his 
crew  in  good  health,  from  the  port  of  New  York. 
Although  the  quarantine  regulations  at  Gibraltar 
are  at  this  time  particularly  severe,  his  vessel  was 
immediately  admitted  to  pratiqxte.  At  St.  Roque 
the  captain  received  assurances  from  the  director 
of  posts  that  he  would  meet  no  difficulty  in  pro- 
ceeding to  this  city.  The  Hornet  was  anchored 
for  a  few  hours  in  tne  bay  of  Cadiz.  The  enclosed 
correspondence  between  the  American  Consul  and 
the  junta  de  sanidad  will  show  that  she  had  no 
communication  with  any  vessel  in  the  harbor 
during  her  short  stay  in  the  bay.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  trust  the  order  for  which  this  ap- 
plication is  made  will  be  immediately  given. 

I  seize  every  occasion  to  renew  to  your  Excel- 
lency the  assurances  of  my  very  distinguished 
respect. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

No.  7.      ^ 
The  Duke  of  San  Fernando  and  Quiroffa  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Palace,  Septe,nber  30,  1819. 

Sir:  Having  received  information  from  the  su- 
preme board  of^health,  in  consequence  of  your  note 
of  this  day's  date  relating  to  the  detention  of  Cap- 
tain Read  at  Santa  Cruz,  conformably  with  the 
opinion  given  by  the  aforesaid  board,  and  founded 
upon  the  laws  enacted  for  the  preservation  of 
health,  it  is  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  the  said 
captain  and  his  crew  are  respectively  subiecteu  to 
a  quarantine  of  eight  or  ten  days,  with  tne  requi- 
site purification  of  all  effects  susceptible  of  conta- 
gion ;  and  that,  if  it  be  your  determination  to  go 
and  confer  with  him,  you  may  proceed  to  do  so, 
on  subjecting  yourself  to  the  same  conditions. 

I  hope,  therefore,  that  you  will  inform  me  of  your 
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intentions  on  this  point,  that  I  may  transmit  the 
necessary  orders  by  to-morrow's  mail. 

I  reiterate  the  assurances  of  my  high  considera- 
tion, and  I  pray  God  to  preserve  you  many  years. 
SAN  FERNANDO  Y  aUIROGA. 

To  the  Minister  of  the  United  States. 

No.  8. 

Mr.  Forsi^h  to  the  Duke  of  San  Fernando  and  Quiroffa^ 
First  Minister  of  State,  <f  c. 

Madrid. 

Sir  :  Captain  Read,  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  with  despatches  from  my  Government, 
whose  detention  at  Santa  Cruz  caused  me  to  ad- 
dress your  Excellency  on  the  30th  September,  ar- 
rived m  Madrid  a  few  hours  before  I  had  the  honor 
to  receive  a  reply.  A  short  time  after  he  was 
stopped  at  Santa  Cruz  he  learned  that  the  order 
of  the  junta  de  sanidad  was  directed  only  to  the 
director  of  the  posts,  and  prohibited  only  travelling 
with  post-horses  from  Andalusia.  As  he  came 
from  Gibraltar  with  regular  passports,  there  was 
nothing  to  prevent  him  from  pursuing  his  journey 
in  the  private  or  hired  conveyance  in  which  he 
prosecuted  it  to  this  place.  In  performing  his  own 
duty,  he  had  neither  inclination  nor  intention  to 
violate  any  of  the  ordinances  of  any  of  the  author- 
ities of  the  kingdom,  nor,  as  far  as  he  was  informed, 
did  he  infringe  upon  the  established  regulations. 
I  should  not  have  thought  it  necesv<^ry  to  mention 
his  arrival,  except  incidentally,  had  not  the  answer 
of  your  Excellency  to  my  official  note,  in  his  be- 
half, been  written  under  the  expectation  that  he 
would  be  detained  in  quarantine  eight  or  ten  days, 
and  had  it  not  given  also  the  very  extraordinary 
intimation  that  I  should  be  subjected  to  a  similar 
restriction  if  I  went  to  confer  with  him  at  the  place 
to  which  he  was  restricted. 

I  renew  to  your  Excellency  the  assurances  of 
my  high  consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 


Proposal  (in  Spanish)  transmitted  by  Mr.  Forsyth  to 
the  Duke  of  San  Fernando  and  Quiroga,  in  his  note 
dated  October  10,  1819.  j 

Although  the  six  months  stipulated  for  the  ex- 
change 01  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  concluded  j 
between  the  Government  of  the  United   States  , 
and  Spain,  at  Washington,  on  the  22d  of  Feb- 
ruary last,  have  expired,  I  am  authorized  by  the  Pre-  ' 
sident  to  make  known  to  His  Catholic  Majesty 
that  the  rati6cation  by  Spain  will  be  received  ; 
as  yalid  on  the  precise  and  express  condition  that 
the  grants  of  land  in  the  Floridas,  made  to  the  [ 
Duke  of  Alagon,  the  Count  ofPunon  Rostro,  and 
Mr.  Vargas,  and,  in  like  manner,  any  others  which 
shall  have  been  made  under  similar  circumstances, 
shall,  in  conformity  with  the  eighth  article  of  the  1 
said  convention  or  treaty,  be  null  and  void,  and  ; 
shall  never  be  admitted  by  the  United  States.   The 
force  and  effect  of  the  said  article  shall  be  shown 
by  a  declaration  to  be  presented  on  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications  by  the   American  Minister,  I 


unless  His  Catholic  Majesty  should  prefer  the  dec- 
laration to  be  made  by  the  Spanish  Grovernment. 
I  am  authorized  to  make  the  exchange  immediately 
when  this  is  done.  It  is  essentially  necesjyiry  that 
the  exchange  be  made  in  season,  so  as  to  enable 
me  to  transmit  the  ratified  treaty  to  the  United 
Statesby  Captain  Read,  ofthe  national  sloop  of  war 
Hornet,  who  will  remain. ten  days  at  Madrid  for 
the  purpose  of  being  the  bearer  to  the  President  of 
the  final  decision  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  on  this 
important  concern. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Forsyth  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  dated 

Madrid,  October  10,  1819. 

The  arrival  of  the  Hornet  produced  a  great  deal 
of  anxiety  here.  As  soon  as  it  was  known  that 
Captain  Read  was  in  Madrid,  the  Duke  Laval 
paid  me  a  visit  to  learn  for  what  she  was  sent  back. 
Anxious  to  apprize  the  Government  as  early  as 
possible  what  we  required  of  it,  I  told  him  what 
I  should  immediately  propose,  and  gave  him  per- 
mission to  communicate  it  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  if  he  thought  proper.  Before  my  official 
letter  was  copied,  Duke  Laval  paid  me  another 
visit.  He  had  $een  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
had  promised  to  engage  me  to  have  a  conversation 
with  the  Secretary  before  my  note  was  sent  in ; 
seeing  no  objection  to  this,  I  kept  back  ray  note,  to 
be  delivered  at  our  interview,  which  took  place  the 
ensuing  ni^ht.  I  was  led  to  believe  that  the  Gov- 
ernment might  be  induced  to  agree  to  the  proposal 
I  was  directed  to  make,  but  was  apprehensive  that 
the  manner  of  presenting  it  would  form  an  insur- 
mountable obstacle.  With  this  view,  I  prepared 
the  Spanish  note  sent  with  my  despatch  of  to-day. 
intending  to  say  to  the  Duke  of  San  Fernando,  if 
the  proposal  was  accepted,  that  that  might  be  con- 
sidered the  official  note,  and  the  other  would  be 
received  again  from  his  hands.  Finding  no  just 
grounds  in  his  conversation  to  believe  the  proposal 
would  be  acceded  to,  1  determined  to  present  it,  as 
I  did,  as  an  unofficial  paper  for  the  convenience  of 
the  Minister  of  State.  The  subsequent  observation 
that  my  note  would  be  returned,  if  not  respectfully 
written,  satisfied  me  that  this  determination  was 
more  than  judicious.  This  suggestion  was  made 
with  as  much  delicacy  as  it  could  be  n^ade,  and 
seemed  to  arise  from  the  apprehension  that  their 
dignity  would  compel  them  to  a  step  it  was  very 
obvious  they  would  have  taken  with  great  reluc- 
tance. Indeed,  when  the  Duke  informed  me  that 
the  courtesy  of  nations  did  not  permit  one  Power 
to  prescribe  to  another  the  time  within  which  a 
thing  required  must  be  granted  or  refused,  I  began 
to  imagine  that,  according  to  their  ideas  oi  respect- 
ful treatment,  the  return  of  the  note  was  certain. 
Had  it  been  returned,  I  should  have  had  the  honor 
of  making  this  communication  to  you  in  person. 
The  present  Secretary  of  State  is  sincerely  dis- 
posed to  preserve  good  terms  with  us.  The  influ- 
ence ofthe  grantees  is  still  predominant,  and  will, 
I  apprehend,  continue  until  something  stronger 
than  words  is  used  to  bring  our  disputes  to  an  end. 
Onis  has  been  in  Madrid  since  the  last  of  August, 
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a  private  man  ;  it  is  understood  that  the  King  does 
not  impute  blame  to  him,  yet  he  has  never  been 
consulted  in  any  of  the  several  councils  that  have 
been  called  on  the  subject.  The  present  Minister 
has  had  some  informal  conversation  with  him,  but 
he  has  given  neither  explanation  nor  advice  to  the 
Grovernment,  because  he  has  not  been  asked  for 
eUher. 

It  will  .surprise  you  to  be  informed  that  there 
are  nersons^bout  this  Court  who  want  a  war  with 
the  United  States.  There  are  very  many  individ- 
uals who  have  licenses  to  fit  out  privateers;  these 
are  looking  with  eagerness  to  the  chance  of  enrich- 
ing themselves  at  our  expense.  As  to  the  effect 
upon  their  country,  that  is  another  affair,  about 
which  they  are  indifferent.  The  maxim  is  almost 
universal  here — if  I  am  enriched,  it  isof  no  conse- 
quence how  much  the  country  is  di.^^tressed. 


Extracts  of  a  Utter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr. 
Forsyth,  dated 

Madrid,  Odobe-r  28,  1819. 
"  By  return  of  the  Hornet,  which  sailed  from 
Malaga  on  the  20th,  you  have  been  informed  that 
I  applied,  on  the  10th  instant,  to  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment for  copies  of  the  large  grants  to  Alagon, 
Punon  Rostro,  and  Vargas.  Receiving  no*answer 
to  this  application  before  Captain  Read  left  Mad- 
rid, I  addressed  a  second  note  on  the  15th.  On 
the  16th,  I  received  from  the  Duke  of  San  Fer- 
nando the  refusal  to  furnish  them.  The  whole 
correspondence  on  this  subject  is  enclosed,  marked 
Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  4.  This  refusal  was  as  unex- 
pected to  me  as  it  no  doubt  will  be  to  you."  "  The 
best  information  I  could  procure  of  these  donations 
was  immediately  obtained."  "You  will  perceive 
that,  in  the  remonstrance  made,  (according  to  your 
instructions  received  by  the  Hornet.)  a  copy  of 
which  is  enclosed,  marked  No.  5,  I  have  not  made 
any  distinction  between  the  three  grants,  but  ex- 
amined the  questions  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments as  if  they  stood  on  the  same  footing.  If 
ray  idea  is  correct,  that  the  royal  order  conveys 
no  title,  they  are  alike,  the  cedulas  of  the  three 
being  subsequent  to  the  24th  January,  1818;  and, 
as  it  regards  the  conduct  of  the  United  States,  the 
stipulauon  was  perfect  for  the  exclusion  of  all.  In 
addition  to  this,  as  the  Spanish  Government  has 
not  explained  itself  fully,  1  was  not  bound  to  know 
that  they  made  any  distinction  between  them.  It 
may,  for  aught  that  appears,  insist  that  Vargas's 

f:rant  is  valid,  either  from  the  date  being  different 
rom  what  I  suppose  it  to  be,  or  on  some  other 
ground.  As  to  the  conduct  of  Spain,  the  difference 
of  the  dates  of  the  grants,  and  the  accidental  differ- 
ence of  a  day  between  the  date  fixed  by  the  treaty 
and  that  of  the  donation  of  Vargas,  cannot  affect 
the  conclusion  drawn  ;  while  the  peculiar  nature 
of  the  last  donation  was  important  to  show  the 
character  ofthe  whole  transaction.  By  the  extract 
of  your  letter  to  Mr.  Onis  of  the  3lst  October, 
1818,  it  appears  that  some  remonstrances  were 
made  by  Mr.  Erving  to  Mr.  Pizarro  about  the  time 
these  donations  were  made.  No  trace  of  these  re- 
monstrances (isj  to  be  found  in  this  legation,  ex- 
16th  Con.  2d  Sebs. 


cept  a  letter,  marked  private,  from  Mr.  Pizarro,  of 
the  19th  July,  in  which  he  requests  Mr.  Erving 
not  to  give  himself  any  uneasiness  on  the  subject 
of  these  donations. 

''  I  have  already,  in  my  No.  7,  informed  you 
that  there  is  no  copy  here  of  Mr.  Erving's  corres- 
pondence with  the  Department  of  State.  Not 
knowing  the  extent  of  his  communications  on  that 
subject,  I  am  not  aware  that  any  benefit  could 
have  been  derived  from  them.  I  am  told  here  that 
the  proceedings  in  these  donations  were  suspended 
for  sometime;  that  Alagon,  Punon  Rostro,  and 
Vargas,  were  required  to  give  up, and  did  surrender, 
their  grants  to  the  Crown ;  and  that  Punon  Ros- 
tro was  preparing,  if  he  did  not  actually  make  a 
memorial  to  the  King,  for  ctMnn  commercial 
privileges,  as  a  remuneratiun  fifT^s  loss.  This 
information,  although  it  came  from  such  a  quarter 
that  I  could  place  perfect  reliance  on  its  correct- 
ness, did  not  come  to  rae  in  such  a  shape  that  I 
could  use  it  in  addressing  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment. The  Court  has  been  so  fully  occupied 
with  the  marriage  of  the  King,  and  the  distri- 
bution of  the  ffracias  usually  bestowed  on  these 
occasions,  that  our  affair  seems  to  be  forgotten. 
General  Vives,  who  is  still  said  to  be  destined  for 
the  United  States  as  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  has 
not  yet  arrived  in  Madrid.  He  had  a  command 
within  the  limits  of  the  country,  between  which 
and  the  capital  intercourse  was  prohibited  on  ac- 
count of  the  yellow  fever;  and  it  is  said  that  he  is 
performing  quarantine,  preparatory  to  coming  to 
this  place.  I  use  the  impersonal,  for  no  part  of  the 
information  respecting  Vives,  his  appointment  or 
movements,  comes  to  me,  directly  or  indirectly, 
from  this  Government. 

"  A  report  has  been  industriously  circulated 
here  that  some  arrangement  had  been  made  by 
Spain  and  Britain,  in  consequence  of  the  proba- 
bility of  a  war  between  Spain  and  the  United 
States.  So  much  was  said  about  it,  that,  without 
giving  any  credit  to  it,  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  in- 
quire into  its  truth.  My  first  application  was 
made  to  Sir  Henry  Wellesley,  to  whom  I  spoke 
of  it  jestingly,  as  a  proof  of  the  extravagance  and 
folly  of  the  suppositions  and  surmises  of  the  Puerta 
del  Sol ;  (the  place  where  the  news  of  the  day  is 
discussed  by  Spanish  politicians.)  He  spoke  of 
it  in  the  same  strain ;  but  our  conversation  con- 
cluded by  a  most  solemn  assurance  given,  on  his 
honor,  that  there  was  not  the  slightest  foundation 
for  such  a  report ;  that  the  only  arrangement 
!  lately  made  with  Spain  related  to  the  terms  of  an 
;  old  contract  for  permission  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  purchase  specie  in  Spanish  America." 

No.  1. 

Madrid,  October  10,  1819. 

John  Forsyth,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States,  presents  his  respects  to  the  Duke 
of  San  Fernando  and  Quiroga,  Secretary  of  State 
and  Despatch,  and  requests  that  authenticated 
copies  of  the  grants  to  the  Duke  of  Alagon,  Count 
Punon  Rostro,  and  Mr.  Vargas,  should  be  sent  to 
him  as  early  as  the  convenience  of  the  Department 
of  State  will  permit 


1379 


APPENDIX. 


1380 


Spam—RcUiJication  of  the  Trtaty  of  1819. 


r    I 


i 


John  Forsyth,  American  Minister,  offers  to  the 
Duke  of  San  Fernando,  the  assurances  of  his  re- 
spectful consideration. 

No.  2. 
Ah-.  F(/r8j/th  to  tht  Duke  of  San  Fernando  and  Quiroga. 

Madrid,  October  15,  1819. 

The  Minister  Pleninotentiary  of  the  United 
States  presents  his  compliments  to  the  Duke  of  San 
Fernando  and  Q,uiroga,  and  had  the  honor  to  re- 
quest of  his  Excellency,  on  the  10th  instant,  copies 
of  the  grants  made  to  the  Duke  of  Alagon,  to  the 
Count  of  Punon  Rostro,  and  to  Mr.  Vargas,  which 
it  is  very  important  for  him  to  have. 

The  Minister  mists  that  these  copies  will  be 
furnished  as  etjfeaitiously  as  possible,  and  renews 
the  assurance  of  his  distinguished  respect. 

No.  3. 
The  DttkeofSan  Fernando  and  Qftvroga  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Palace,  October  15,  1819. 

The  Duke  of  San  Fernando  and  Quiroga  pre- 
sents his  compliments  to  Mr.  John  Forsyth,  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  State  of  Amer- 
ica, and  has  the  honor  to  inform  him  that,  having 
made  known  to  the  King,  his  lord,  the  wish  of 
Mr.  Forsyth  to  obtain  authentic  copies  of  the 
grants  of  land  made  to  the  Duke  of  Alagon,  the 
Count  of  Punon  Rostro,  and  Mr.  Vargas,  His 
Majesty  has  declared  that  it  is  not  possible  for  him 
to  comply  with  this  wish  without  being  wanting 
in  what  is  due  to  his  dignity  ;  as  he  conceives  that 
his  word,  alone,  in  the  matter  of  the  grants,  is,  in 
addition  to  their  publicity,  the  most  authentic  cer- 
tificate that  can  or  ought  to  be  given. 

The  Duke  renews  to  the  Minister  Plenipotenti- 
ary his  wish  to  be  entirely  devoted  to  him,  and 
that  God  may  long  preserve  his  life. 

No.  4. 
Mr.  Forsyth  to  the  Duke  of  San  Fernando  and  Quiroga. 

Madrid,  October  16,  1819. 

John  Forsyth,  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States  of  North  America,  presents  his 
respects  to  the  Duke  of  San  Fernando  and  Qui- 
roga, and  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  bis  note  of 
the  15th  October. 

The  American  Minister  considers  the  refusal  to 
furnish  the  copies  of  the  grants  of  the  Duke  of 
Alagon,  Count  Punon  Rostro,  and  Mr.  Vargas, 
for  which  he  applied,  as  singular  as  the  reason  that  ; 
is  assigned  for  it.  These  donations  having  unfor- 
tunately produced  new  differences  between  the 
United  States  and  Spain,  he  believed  that  he  had  \ 
a  right  to  expect  copies  of  them  whenever  an  ap- 
plication was  made  to  procure  them.  He  is  not 
aware  that  the  royal  word  has  been  given  in  this  \ 
business,  and  would  now  request  where  it  is  to  be 
found,  if  he  was  confident  it  could  be  done  with- 
out offending  the  royal  dignity — a  dignity  so  re- 
fined and  etnerial  as  to  be  above  the  comprehen- 
sion of  an  American  Minister.  His  Excellency  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  Despatch  has  said,  individ- 
ually, and  by  permission  of  the  King,  that  the  dec- 


laration intended  to  be  presented  by  the  American 
Minister,  if  the  exchange  of  the  ratification  of  the 
convention  of  the  22d  of  February  took  place, 
contradicted  the  eighth  article  of  that  instrument. 
From  this  assertion  an  inference  was  to  be  drawn 
that  the  above-mentioned  grants,  or  some  of  them, 
were  of  a  date  prior  to  the  24th  January,  1818,  the 
•day  named  in  that  article  of  the  treaty.     Without 
I  failing  in  the  respect  due  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
I  and  which  the  American  Minister  desires  at  all 
times  to  exhibit,  it  was  important  for  him  to  as- 
certain whether  all  or  a  part  of  these  grants  were 
,  considered  valid  by  Spain  ;  whether  nMide  ;>r»or  to, 
j  at  the  time  of,  or  suhnequent  to  the  authority  given  to 
'  Mr.  Onis  to  offer  a  cession  of  Florida  to  the  United 
I  States ;  whether  the  vhde^  or  only  a  part,  and,  if  a 
I  part^  what  part  of  the  lands  in  that  territory  was 
included  in  them — information  necessary  to  the 
formation  of  a  correct  Judgment  of  the  character 
of  this  transaction.     His  Excellency  the  Duke  of 
San  Fernando  and  Q,uiroga  must  be  sensible  that 
copies  of  these  grants  can  be  obtained  only  from 
the  persons  owning  them,  or  from  the  archives  of 
the  Indies,  and  that  the  Minister  of  the  United 
States,  having  no  ri^ht  to  believe  that  the  owners 
would  submit  the  original  papers  to  his  inspection, 
or  suffer  copies  to  be  taken  of  them,  had  no  re- 
source hut  an  application  to  the  Government. 

Not  having  procured  the  desired  information 
from  the  most  authentic  source,  he  will  be  under 
the  necessity  of  seeking  it  wherever  it  can  be 
found  ;  and  if,  in  presenting  this  subject  hereafter 
to  His  Majesty's  Government,  any  error  should 
be  communicated,  the  Duke  of  San  Fernando 
and  Q,uiroga  will  not  forget  the  application  made 
for  correct  information,  and  the  relusal  to  give  it. 
John  Forsyth,  the  American  Minister,  reiterates 
to  his  Excellency  the  Duke  of  San  Fernando 
and  Q,uiroga  the  assurances  of  his  profound  con- 
sideration. 

No.  5. 
Mr.  Forsyth  to  tU  Duke  of  San  Ferruindo  a'.td  Quiroga. 

Madrid,  October  18,  1819. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Ex- 
cellency's answer  of  the  8th  instant  to  my  official 
note  of  the  2d. 

It  is  not  with  a  vain  hope  of  producing  any 
effect  u|H>n  the  opinions  of  tnis  Government  that 
I  refer  again  to  this  subject ;  a  determination  be- 
ing deliberately  made,  and  comporting,  as  your 
Excellency  says,  with  the  honor  of  the  King,  it 
will  no  doubt  be  adhered  to.  Time  and  expe- 
rience are  the  correctors  of  the  errors  of  States 
and  Kingdoms ;  and  the  hour  comes  when  the 
wisdom  or  imprudence  of  this  determination  will 
be  sufficiently  apparent. 

Having  communicated  to  ray  Government  the 
correspondence  between  us,  the  business  is  at  rest ; 
but  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  offered  by  the 
performance  of  another  duty  to  make  some  obser- 
vations called  for  by  your  Excellency's  note.  That 
His  Majesty  should  recur  to  the  example  of  his 
predecessor  in  considering  the  subject  oi  the  con- 
vention, is  perfectly  natural ;  since,  to  the  friend- 
ship existing  between  the  United  States  and  his 
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ancestor,  His  Majesty  is  indebted  for  the  posses- 
sion of  that  territory  of  Florida  proposed  to  be 
ceded  by  it ;  but  the  King  is  deceived  and  misled 
when  he  believes  that  the  United  States  or  any 
other  Power  can  see  in  the  recent  or  previous 
conduct  of  his  Government  the  spirit  of  concilia- 
tion and  good-will.  The  stubborn  integrity  of 
reason  rejects  all  the  professions  that  are  contra- 
dicted by  the  actions  of  Princes  and  States.  Know- 
ing his  intentions,  your  Excellency's  royal  mas- 
ter may  consider  the  opinions  already  formed  as 
harsh  and  injurious;  but  it  is  the  unfortunate 
peculiarity  of  this  negotiation  that  every  thing 
done  and  left  undone  by  Spain  serves  to  justify 
them.  I  will  not  recapitulate  what  has  been  pre- 
Tiously  urged,  but  content  myself  with  remindiog 
your  Excellency  that  two  months  have  elapsed 
since  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Salmon  that  explana- 
tions would  be  asked  at  Washington  ;  I  am  still 
to  learn  to  whom  this  duty  is  to  be  intrusted. 
Judging  from  this  delay,  I  might,  did  I  consider 
it  important,  ask  your  Excellency,  Will  the  per- 
son in  whom  the  King  confides  see  the  United 
States  in  the  beginning  or  towards  the  end  of  the 
ensuing  year  ? 

Your  Excellency  has  misconceived  the  purport 
of  what  has  been  urged  in  regard  to  the  obligation 
imposed  by  the  signature  of  his  Minister  to  the 
treaty  on  the  King.  You  suppose  it  to  be  direct- 
ed to  the  obligation  to  execute  the  treaty ;  it  was 
directed  to  the  obligation  to  ratify  it.  Nothing  is 
more  clear  than  the  obligation  imposed  in  this  case 
by  justice  and  honor.  What  is  extraordinary  in 
your  Excellency's  answer  is,  the  supposition  that 
the  United  States  are  bound  by  the  treaty,  while 
Spain  is  at  liberty,  and  according  to  circum- 
stances, to  bind  herself  or  not.  The  United  States 
were  bound  until  the  22d  of  August  last ;  beyond 
that  period  the  question  of  the  treaty  is  as  open  to 
my  Government  as  that  of  your  Excellency's  royal 
master.  The  offer  made  to  accept  the  ratification 
of  Spain  as  valid  since  that  period  was  altogether 
gratuitous,  and  sprung  from  motives,  it  would  ap- 
pear, not  duly  appreciated  or  understood.  It  is 
true  the  Grovemment  of  the  United  States  has  an 
alternative  to  choose:  the  treaty  may  be  consid- 
ered as  binding  on  both  the  parties  to  it,  and  an 
attempt  made  to  compel  a  performance  ;  or  a  re- 
sort may  be  had  to  tne  original  claims,  and  an 
exertion  made  to  enforce  them. 

Your  Excellency  supposes  it  impossible  that  the 
assertion  that  Mr.  Onis  did  not  exceed  his  secret 
instructions  can  be  made  good.  If  the  production 
of  a  copy  of  those  instructions  were  necessary  to 
show  the  correctness  of  such  an  assertion,  certainly 
it  could  not  be  shown ;  but  there  is  a  species  of 
moral  demonstration  of  the  terms  of  secret  in- 
structions which  is  sufficiently  strong  to  satisfy 
the  judgments  of  men,  without  the  necessity  of 
calling  in  question  the  integrity  of  negotiators  or 
the  purity  of  Governments.  Abundant  materials 
for  the  demonstration  of  this  assertion  exist,  and 
will  be  used  whenever  it  shall  be  necessary.  To 
the  number  of  these  your  Excellency  has  furnished 
an  additional  one,  of  conclusive  force,  by  resting 
your  observation  not  upon  the  fact  that  the  secret 


instructions  vere  vioUUed,  but  upon  the  impossibUity 
of  producing  proof  that  they  were  not. 

Your  Excellency  errs  in  supposing  me  acquaint- 
ed with  the  reclamations  made  by  His  Majesty's 
Charge  d'Afi'aires  in  America,  or  with  the  incur- 
sions into  the  territory  of  Texas — incursions  nei- 
ther protected  nor  tolerated  by  my  Government ; 
and,  if  they  have  been  made,  were  secretly  pre- 
pared and  executed  before  it  was  practicable  for  it 
to  interfere.  As  they  could  have  no  possible  con- 
nexion with  the  question  of  ratification,  they  have 
not  been  communicated  to  me  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States.  Neither  of  these,  howerer, 
can  justify  the  delay  that  has  taken  place,  since 
the  power  of  His  Majesty  to  require,  and  the  in- 
clination and  ability  of  the  United  States  to  nmke, 
reparation  for  any  injuries  done  to  Spain  would 
not  have  been  affected  by  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty.  It  may  not,  however,  be  useless  to  stjggest 
to  His  Majesty's  Government  that  the  failure  to 
ratify  by  Spain  has  deprived  her  of  the  right  to 
expect  reparation  for  any  incursion  into  Texas,  as 
a  large  portion  of  what  is  termed  the  province  of 
Texas  is  within  the  limit  claimed  by  the  United 
States — a  claim  yet  existing,  since  the  convention 
of  the  22d  of  February  is  not  ratified  by  Spain, 
whose  best  title  to  the  said  territory  was  contained 
in  that  instrument. 

Your  Excellency  is  not  happy  in  supposing  there 
IS  any  justification  for  the  delay  to  ratify,  and  the 
determination  to  ask  explanations,  in  the  example 
of  my  Government  in  relation  to  the  eighth  article 
of  the  treaty.  The  United  States  have  not  asked, 
nor  do  they  ask,  any  explanation  of  the  article  in 
question.  They  understand  it  to  impose  a  certain 
obligation  entered  into  according  to  the  intention 
of  the  parties.  They  were  informed  that  their  in- 
tention was  not  fairly  or  fully  expressed,  and,  as 
justice  and  good  faith  required,  they  gave  notice 
to  the  Spanish  Government  of  their  resolution  to 
execute  the  article  according  to  its  spirit  and  in- 
tention. The  address  to  Mr.  Onis  was  to  procure, 
in  the  simplest  form,  the  evidence  to  show  what 
that  intention  was.  Your  Excellency  will  pardon 
me  for  saying  that  I  am  shocked  at  the  assertion 
now  made,  that  the  declaration  intended  to  be  pre- 
sented at  the  exchange  of  ratifications  annuls  the 
said  article,  as  it  obliges  me  to  conclude  that  the 
grants  to  the  Duke  of  Alagon,  the  Count  of  Punon 
Rostro,  and  Mr.  Vargas,  are,  in  the  opinion  of 
this  Government,  of  a  date  prior  to  the  24th  of 
January,  1818,  the  date  named  in  that  article  of 
the  treaty  ;  and  that  the  Government  of  Spain  be- 
lieves itself  authorized  to  insist  that  they  would  be 
valid  under  it.  This  disclosure  compels  me,  from 
the  duty  I  owe  to  my  country,  and  in  obedience 
to  the  instructions  I  have  received,  earnestly  to 
remonstrate  against  the  conduct  of  Spain  in  rela- 
tion to  these  grants — a  conduct  towards  the  Uni- 
ted States  injurious,  unjust,  and  deceptions,  and 
which  cannot  fail,  when  made  known,  to  excite 
the  resentment  of  all  nations  who  prize  honorable 
dealing  and  love  good  faith. 

The  history  of  these  donations,  and  of  the  stipu- 
lation in  regard  to  them,  will  show  that  the  deter- 
mination of  the  United  States  to  consider  them 
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Toid  under  tHif  treaty  was  justifiable,  proper,  and  1st.  All  uncultivated  and  not  before  ceded  lands 
necessary  to  the  honest  ful^lment  of  the  engage-  I  between  the  bay  of  Mobile,  the  river  Perdido,  the 
ment  into  which  they  had  entered  ;  and  that  a  de- ',  boundary  line  of  the  United  States  and  the  Gulf 
nial  of  this  position  would  fix  upon  the  Spanish  ■  of  Mexico. 

ciovemment  a  charge  of  an  attempt  to  commit  a  j  2d.  All  the  lands  lying  south  of  Ala^on's  grant, 
deception,  for  which  the  language  of  decorum  has  ;  from  the  mouth  of  Hijuelos,  on  the  Gull  of  Mexico, 
no  appropriate  name.  The  possession  of  Florida  '  and  the  mouth  of  St.  Lucia,  on  the  Gulf  of  Florida, 
has  long  been  an  object  of  interest  to  the  United  :  to  Tancha  point,  or  Cape  Florida,  with  all  the 

States a  land  useless  and  expensive  to  His  Catho-  j  islands,  &c. 

lie  Majesty,  and  chiefly  valuable  by  its  position  to  3d.  AH  lands  in  West  Florida  to  which  Spain 
them.  Ever  since  the  restoration  of  His  Majesty  was  entitled,  and  all  lands  in  dispute  with  the  Uni- 
to  the  throne  of  Spain,  the  question  of  the  cession  '  ted  States. 

While  these  extraordinary  and  enormous  dona* 
tions  were  making  in  Spain,  Florida  had  been 
offered  to  the  United  States,  and  the  terms  of  ces- 
sion were  in  the  course  of  adjustment.  After  great 
labor  and  delay,  the  negotiation  terminated  by  the 
convention  of  1819.  To  provide  an  indemnity  for 
the  claims  of  American  citizens  upon  Spain,  some 
of  which  were  acknowledged  in  1804  to  be  just, 
although  the  treaty  providing  for  their  adjustment 
and  payment,  made  in  that  year,  had  been  but  just 
ratified  by  Spain,  was  one  of  the  causes  of  the 
cession  of  Florida  in  full  property  to  the  United 
States,  who  engaged  to  pay  their  own  citizens 
out  of  the  vacant  lands  in  that  territory,  but 
it  was  previously  necessary  to  ascertain  that  the 
fund  provided  was  sufficient  for  that  purpose.  Mr. 
Onis  insisted,  in  his  note  of  the  24th  October,  1818, 
that  all  grants  made  prior  to  that  date  should  be 
held  valid.  The  answer  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
of  the  31st  October,  is,  that  the  United  States  can- 
not renounce  their  claims  upon  Spain,  and  those 
of  their  citizens,  and  at  the  same  time  recognise 
all  grants  as  valid.  He  says  to  Mr.  Onis,  "  Notice 
had  been  given  by  the  Minister  of  the  United 
States  in  Spain  to  your  Government,  that  all  the 
grants  of  laud  lately  alleged  to  have  been  made  by 
your  Government  within  those  territories  must  be 
cancelled,  unless  your  Grovernment  should  provide 
some  other  adequate  fund  from  which  the  claims 
above  referred  to,  of  the  United  States  and  their 
citizens,  may  be  satisfied.-' 

On  the  16th  of  November,  Mr.  Onis  proposes 
that  the  late  grants:,  made  since  the  date  of  this 
note  ofl'ering  a  cession,  should  be  declared  null  and 
void,  in  consideration  of  the  grantees  not  having 
complied  with  the  essential  conditions  of  the  ces- 
sion, as  had  been  the  fact.  The  late  grants,  as 
was  explicitly  understood  by  both  the  negotiators, 
and  can  only  be  so  understood,  referred  to  the  large 
grants  of  land  to  Alagon,  Punon  Rostro,  and  Var- 
gas, respecting  which  notice  had  been  given  by 
Mr.  Erving  to  Mr.  Pizarro.  To  remove  all  possi- 
ble doubt,  Mr.  Onis  states  to  have  been  the  induce- 
ment to  the  grants  the  same  causes  which  are  sta- 
ted in  the  royal  orders  respecting  them — a  desire 
to  promote  population,  cultivation,  and  industry — 
causes  assigned  for  no  other  modern  donations.  It 
being  perfectly  understood  by  the  parties  that  these 
grants  were  to  be  annulled  by  the  convention,  all 
that  remained  was  to  reduce  the  intention  of  the 
parties  to  a  formal  article.  Mr.  Onis,  who  had 
expressly  agreed  to  exclude  them,  whatever  might 
be  their  dates,  in  the  first  projet  of  the  treaty  de- 
I  livered  on  the  9th  February,  had  drawn  the  arti- 


of  that  territory  has  been  agitated.  In  the  Sum- 
mer or  Autumn  of  1817,  after  the  determination 
to  negotiate  all  matters  in  dispute  at  Washington, 
it  is  to  be  presumed  authority  was  given  to  Mr. 
Onis  to  offer  the  Floridas  for  an  equivalent  to  the 
United  States.  In  July,  1817,  Mr.  Pizarro  in- 
formed Mr.  Erving  that  the  instructions  for  Mr. 
Onis  were  preparing.  Comparing  the  date  of  the 
offer  of  cession  made  by  that  Minister,  of  the  24th 
January,  1818,  with  the  time  necessary  for  trans- 
mitting the  instructions  under  which  it  was  made, 
the  conclusion  is,  that,  prior  to  November,  1817, 
the  authority  was  given  to  Mr.  Onis  to  offer  Florida 
to  the  United  States,  according  to  the  instructions 
preparing  by  Mr.  Pizarro  at  the  date  of  his  com- 
munication to  Mr.  Erving,  of  the  27th  July,  1817. 
(See  No.  1.)  In  November  following,  the  pros- 
pect of  a  cession  to  the  United  States  having  made 
property  in  that  territory  valuable,  petitions  were 
presented  to  His  Majesty  for  grants  of  land  in 
Florida  by  the  Duke  of  Alagon  and  Count  Punon 
Rostro.  In  December,  1817,  the  King  decided, 
by  royal  orders,  that  these  petitions  should  be  al- 
lowed ;  in  February,  1818,  the  royal  letters  patent 
were  issued  to  the  petitioners  in  the  Council  of 
Indies. 

The  donation  to  Duke  Alagon  included  all  the 
uncultivated  land  in  East  Florida,  not  previously 
ceded,  between  the  margins  of  the  rivers  St.  John 
and  St.  Lucia,  to  their  entrances  into  the  sea,  and 
the  coast  of  the  Gulf  of  Florida  and  the  adjacent 
islands,  the  mouth  of  the  river  Hijuelos  from  the 
twenty-sixth  degree  of  latitude,  following  its  left 
bank  to  its  source ;  thence,  by  a  line  drawn  to  the 
Lake  of  Macao ;  thence,  by  the  way  of  the  river 
St.  John,  to  the  Lake  Values;  thence,  by  a  line, 
cutting  the  extreme  north  of  that  lake,  as  far  as 
the  source  of  that  river,  and  by  the  coast  of  the 
sea,  with  all  adjacent  islands,  to  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Hijuelos. 

To  the  Count  Punon  Rostro  was  granted  all  the 
uncultivated  lands  not  before  ceded,  in  East  Flor- 
ida, which  are  situated  between  the  Rio  Perdido, 
to  the  west  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  rivers 
Amasuca  wid  St.  John,  from  Popa  to  its  mouth, 
and  the  southern  boundary  line  of  the  United  States 
and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  with  all  the  uninhabited 
islands  near  the  coast. 

About  the  close  of  1817,  or  beginning  of  1818, 
Mr.  Vargas  petitioned  for  lands  in  Florida.  On 
the  25th  January,  1818,  a  royal  order  allowed  his 
petition ;  and  the  cedula  is  of  the  date  of  the  9th 
April,  1818. 
•  The  donation  to  Mr.  Vargas  was, 
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cle  in  such  terms  as  to  confirm  all  grants  made 
before  January  24,  1818.  The  article  was  not  ac- 
cepted in  that  form.  In  the  counter-project  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Adams,  on  the  13th  Feb- 
ruary, the  grants  prior  to  the  24th  January,  1818, 
the  conditions  of  which  should  have  been  per- 
formed by  the  grantees,  and  none  others,  were  de- 
clared to  be  confirmed.  Mr.  Onis  was  at  this  time 
confined  to  his  house  by  indisposition,  and,  by  his 
request,  the  communications  between  the  negotia- 
tors were  made  through  the  friendly  interposition 
of  Mr.  Hyde  de  Neuville ;  Mr.  Onis  insisted  upon 
the  article  as  drawn  up  by  him,  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  covering  these  grants,  but  merely^  to  save 
the  honor  of  the  King.  As  it  was  obvious  that 
the  honor  of  the  King  would  not  be  affected  by  de- 
claring the  grants  made  prior  to  January,  1818, 
binding  to  the  same  extent  as  they  would  have  been 
on  Spain  if  a  cession  had  not  taken  place,  Mr. 
Onis  yielded  to  a  modification  proposed  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  that  effect,  but  at  the  same  time 
observed  that  these  were  grants  of  old  dates,  made 
honnfuie  to  persons  in  actual  possession  of  the  lands, 
and  who  had  improvements  and  settlements  on 
them,  but  who,  by  the  revolutions  in  Europe,  and 
the  convulsed  state  of  Spain,  had  been  prevented 
from  completing  all  the  conditions  of  their  grants  ; 
that  it  would  be  equitable  to  allow  them  time  from 
the  date  of  the  treaty  to  fulfil  them.  This  was 
readily  assented  to,  and  the  article,  as  presented  by 
Mr.  Onis,  was  thus  modified:  *'do  exclude,  abso- 
lutely, all  grants  made  subsequent  to  the  24th  Jan- 
uary, 1818." 

2d.  To  confirm  all  grants  prior  to  that  period, 
to  the  same  extent  that  they  would  have  been  valid 
had  the  territory  ceded  remained  under  the  domin- 
ion of  His  Majesty. 

3d.  To  allow  all  whose  titles  were  imperfect, 
and  who  had  been  prevented,  by  the  recent  circum- 
stances of  the  Spanish  empire,  and  the  revolutions 
in  Europe,  from  fulfilling  the  condition  of  their 
grants,  a  limited  time  to  complete  them.  When, 
after  the  signature  of  the  treaty,  a  rumor  prevailed 
that  the  grants  to  Alagon,  Punon  Rostro,  and  Var- 
gas, were  valid  under  the  treaty,  being  dated  but  a 
short  time  before  the  24th  of  January,  1818,  and 
that  this  date  was  assumed  with  the  intention  that 
they  should  be  confirmed  ;  without  admitting  tne 
suspicion  of  any  unfair  dealing  in  the  conduct  of 
the  negotiator  of  Spain,  that  no  pretence  should, 
by  any  possibility,  be  raised  after  tne  ratification  of 
the  treaty  that  these  grants  were  confirmed,  or 
that  cither  party  to  the  compact  had  understood 
that  they  would  be  confirmed,  I  was  instructed  to 
deliver,  on  the  exchange  of  ratifications,  the  decla- 
ration of  the  construction  it  was  the  avowed  inten- 
tion of  both  parties  at  the  signature  that  the  eighth 
article  should  bear  in  relation  to  the  grants  in  ques- 
tion, and  the  only  one  the  United  States  would 
ever  admit.  In  a  correspondence  of  March,  1819, 
between  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Onis,  the  Spanish 
Minister  unequivocally  admits  that  such  had  been 
his  understanding  of  the  article  when  he  signed  it 
— a  fact  fully  confirmed  by  the  declaration  of  Mr. 
Hyde  de  Neuville. 

Such,  sir,  is  the  history  of  these  grants,  and  the 


negotiation  in  relation  to  them.  It  would  not  be 
difficult  to  prove  that  the  declaration  of  the  Amer- 
ican Government  (a  copy  of  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  transmit  to  your  Excellency,  as  it  is  in  strict 
conformity  with  the  intention  of  the  parties)  is 
also  in  unison  with  the  very  letter  of  the  compact 
Without  entering  into  a  minute  discussion  oi  the 
difference  in  the  force  and  obligation  of  the  royal 
order,  made  prior,  and  the  royal  cedula,  made  sub- 
sequent, to  the  24lh  January,  1818,  I  may  venture 
to  assert  that  no  title  was  vested  in  the  several 
grantees  until  the  royal  cedula  given  in  theCoun- 
^cil  of  Indies.  Even  if  I  should  err  in  this  position, 
of  the  solidity  of  which  I  have  the  most  perfect 
conviction,  these  grants  would  not  be  valid  under 
the  treaty,  as  the  conditions  of  them  have  not  been 
compliecl  with;  nor  could  the  grantees  claim  the 
benefit  of  the  stipulation  to  give  time  to  the  old 
claimants  to  perfect  their  titles,  since  they  could 
not  pretend  that  they  were  prevented  from  fulfil- 
ling the  essential  conditions  of  their  donations  by 
the  recent  circumstances  of  the  Spanish  monarchy, 
or  by  the  late  revolutions  in  Europe.  The  decla- 
ration presented  by  me  to  your  Excellency  might 
have  been  safely  withheld,  had  not  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  determined  not  to  be 
embarrassed  by  any  pretended  claims  under  these 
grants,  either  on  the  part  of  Spain,  her  subjects, 
or  the  persons  holding  under  them.  The  course 
pursued  has  been  justifiable  as  it  relates  to  Spain, 
proper  as  regards  the  character  of  the  American 
Grovernment,  and  necessary  to  the  honest  discharge 
of  the  obligation  of  the  convention,  by  which  it 
bound  itself  to  pay  to  its  own  citizens,  out  of  the 
fund  of  the  Florida  lands,  their  claims  upon  Spain, 
to  the  amount  of  five  millions  of  dollars. 

Having  thus  vindicated  the  character  of  the 
United  States,  by  showing  that  they  have  made 
no  attempt  to  alter,  in  any  degree,  the  obligations 
of  the  convention,  it  remains  for  me  to  establish 
the  position  laid  down  in  regard  to  Spain.  With 
infinite  reluctance  I  approach  the  execution  of  this 
painful  but  not  difficult  task.  The  convictions  of 
its  truth  arise  so  forcibly  out  of  the  circumstances 
of  this  transaction,  as  already  detailed,  that  a  bare 
reference  to  particular  portions  of  them  will  be 
sufficient  for  my  purpose.  I  must  call  your  Ex- 
cellency's attention  to  the  period  at  which  these 
donations  were  made;  the  departure  from  the  or- 
dinary regulations  of  the  Spanish  Government  in 
the  quantity  of  land  given  away  to  the  grantees; 
the  reasons  assigned  for  making  the  donations;  to 
the  conduct  of  the  Spanish  Minister  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  arranging  the  eighth  article  of  the 
convention  ;  and  to  the  malignant  influence  these 
donations  seem  to  have  had  in  preventing  the 
ratification  of  that  convention.  Tne  idea  of  mak- 
ing these  grants  was  not  entertained  until  Spain 
had  determined  to  cede  the  Floridas  to  the  United 
States.  Authority  was  given  to  offer  a  cession  of 
that  country  ;  between  tne  grants  and  the  execu- 
tion of  that  authority  the  resolution  is  formed,  and 
partially  carried  into  effect,  to  render  the  thing  to 
be  ceded,  as  far  as  it  was  in  the  power  of  Spain  to 
render  it  so,  worthle.ss.  It  may  be  suggested  that 
the  sovereignty  of  the  territory  was  all  that  the 
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Spanish  Grovernment  proposed  to  cede ;  and  that 
this  was,  of  itself,  sufficiently  important  to  the 
United  States  to  render  unnecessary  any  atten- 
tion to  the  property  in  the  soil.  The  force  of  such 
a  suggestion  is  destroyed  by  the  fact  that  Spain 
proposed  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  claims 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  their  citizens  upon 
her,  out  of  the  vacant  lands  of  the  territory  to  be 
ceded.  What  was  the  meaning  of  this  proposal, 
and  the  stipulation  made  in  consequence  of  it, 
when,  by  secret  and  irregular  donations  of  all  the 
vacant  lands,  His  Catholic  Majesty  had  rendered 
its  fulfilment  impossible;  and  this,  too,  while  the 
Spanish  Minister  was  in  the  very  act  of  discuss- 
ing it?  Was  it  made  in  mockery,  to  add  insult 
to  the  injuries  of  which  the  American  Govern- 
ment had  so  long  complained,  and  satisfaction  for 
which  they  had  generously  forborne  to  take?  By 
reference  to  the  archives  of  the  Indies,  your  Ex- 
cellency will  find  that  the  donations  to  the  Duke 
of  Alagon.  Count  Punon  Rostro,  and  Mr.  Vargas, 
include  all  the  vacant  land,  not  only  in  that  part 
of  the  Floridas  possessed  by  Spain,  but  also  that 
possessed  by  the  United  States  under  the  cession 
of  Louisiana  from  France.  I  make  this  reference 
from  a  belief  that  the  description  of  the  different 
grants  herein  contained  is  nearly  if  not  entirely 
correct. 

The  colonial  regulations  of  Spain,  made  for 
Louisiana  and  Florida,  expressly  forbid  the  alien- 
ation of  more  than  a  named  or  small  portion  of 
land  to  the  same  person.  This,  it  is  true,  is  a  re- 
striction upon  the  governors  and  authorities  of  those 
territories,  and  was  not  obli^tory  upon  the  King ; 
but  it  shows  the  general  policy  or  the  Government 
widely  departed  from,  in  the  donations  to  two  fa- 
vorite officers  of  the  Crown  and  a  Spanish  subject, 
between  whom,  in  a  sweeping  transfer,  a  few  mil- 
lions of  acres  were  liberally  granted  by  the  King  ; 
and  what,  sir,  were  the  reasons  assigned  for  these 
liberal  gifts  ?  "  For  the  increase  of  population  in 
the  territory  of  Florida ;"  "  for  the  fulfilment  of 
His  Majesty's  beneficent  wishes  in  favor  of  the  ag- 
riculture and  commerce  of  his  said  possessions, 
which  were  very  much  in  want  of  a  population  ad- 
equate to  the  fertility  of  the  land  and  the  defence 
of  the  coast."  At  the  moment  of  determining  to 
TOiss  away  the  territory  to  the  dominion  of  a  foreign 
Power,  the  anxiety  is  discovered  to  render  it  popu- 
lous, to  foster  its  agriculture  and  commerce,  to  fiir- 
nish  an  adequate  defence  for  its  coasts.  That  in- 
dividuals, who  sought  the  acquisitioo  of  wealth  at 
the  expense  of  the  moral  character  of  their  coun- 
try, should  attempt  to  conceal  the  real,  the  selfish 
motive  of  their  application  for  gifts,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  beinw  actuated  by  a  desire  of  promoting 
the  interest  of  the  State,  is  not  surprising,  since  the 
history  of  the  world  affords  so  many  unhappy  ex- 
amples of  it ;  but  it  is  both  wonderful  and  lament- 
able that  Governments  should  be  deluded  to  adopt 
such  hollow  pretences,  and  assign  them  as  the  mo- 
tives of  their  conduct.  In  the  present  case,  how 
are  these  reasons  of  State  reconcileable  with  the 
proposed  cession  of  the  territory?  Either  Spain 
offered  a  cession,  intending  never  to  make  it,  or  tnese 
were  not  the  real  inducements  to  these  donations. 


A  territory  which  had  been  almost  abandoned 
for  years  by  the  Government  of  Spain,  alternately 
usea  by  the  British  troops,  the  Indians,  and  the 
blacks,  for  the  annoyance  of  the  United  States, 
which  had  been  left  to  be  preyed  upon  by  every  ad- 
venturer who  could  command  a  pilot  boat  and  a 
musket,  becomes,  at  the  moment  it  is  to  be  ceded 
away,  an  object  of  parental  solicitude — a  solicitude 
discovered  by  giving  monopolies  of  its  lands  to 
three  persons,  who  affected  the  intention  to  culti- 
vate and  improve  them ;  an  intention  established 
by  the  notorious  fact  of  these  lands  having  been 
frequently  offered  for  sale  by  the  claimants  in 
Spain  and  in  the  United  States.  It  is  somewhat 
singular  that  the  Spanish  Minister  in  the  United 
States,  who,  in  the  whole  of  the  negotiation,  pro- 
fessed the  most  perfect  readiness  to  stipulate  that 
they  should  be  given  up,  should  yet  be  ignorant  of 
the  dates  of  these  donations,  ana  should  have  ar- 
ranged an  article  in  respect  to  grants  so  as  to  leave 
room  for  a  pretence  that  the  large  donations  were 
valid.  How  happened  it  that  He  was  thus  igno- 
rant— he,  upon  whose  knowledge  of  these  instru- 
ments the  United  States  relied — and  they  could 
rely  upon  no  other?  How  did  it  occur  that,  in 
the  short  space  of  twelve  days  after  the  signature 
of  the  treaty,  the  information  was  given  to  satisfy 
him  that  he  might  have  been  mistaken  in  the  be- 
lief with  regard  to  their  dates  ?  I  reject  the  sup- 
position that  all  this  was  diplomatic  finesse,  in- 
tended to  secure  the  lar^e  donations  to  the  claimants 
of  them,  but  refer  to  this  circumstance  to  prove  still 
more  clearly  how  injuriously  Spain  has  acted  to  the 
United  States  in  this  business.  The  allegation  that 
the  American  Government  ought  not  to  have  relied 
upon  information  derived  from  the  Minister  with 
whom  they  were  negotiating  will  never  be  urged  by 
Spain.  The  American  Government  could  not  pro- 
cure authentic  information  from  any  other  source ; 
and  ifa  mistake  had  been  made  from  a  reliance  upon 
that  which  was  procured,  a  just  and  honorable 
Government  would  disdain  to  take  any  other  ad- 
vantage of  it  than  that  of  manifesting  its  good 
faith,  by  its  cheerfulness  and  promptitude  in  cor- 
recting the  error;  fulfilling  the  intention,  instead 
of  the  letter  of  its  engagement.  In  fine,  sir,  the 
injustice  of  this  transaction  has  been  perfected 
by  the  influence  these  donations  appear  to  have 
had  in  preventing  the  ratification  of  the  conven- 
tion of  22d  February,  1819 ;  a  convention  which 
settled  important  interests ;  secured  the  pacific  and 
harmonious  relations  between  the  United  States 
and  Spain ;  provided  indemnities  for  injuries  that 
Spain  acknowledged  American  citizens  had  suf- 
fered from  her;  removed  all  causes  of  future  dis- 
pute and  difficulty,  and  laid  deep  and  broad  the 
foundation  of  a  permanent  good  understanding 
between  the  two  Powers.  Such,  sir,  has  been  the 
conduct  of  Spain.  She  oflfered  a  cession,  and  en- 
deavored to  render  it  worthless ;  she  proposed  in- 
demnities, and  attempted  to  destroy  tne  fund  out 
of  which  they  were  to  be  made.  To  do  this,  she 
abandoned  her  ancient  territorial  policy,  and  as- 
signed reasons  for  her  conduct  which  could  not 
have  regulated  it.  Her  negotiator  acted  as  if  he 
knew  of  facts  of  which  he  subsequently  professed 
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himself  to  have  been  ignorant,  and,  in  consequence, 
made  an  arrangement  which  laid  the  foundation 
of  new  embarrassments  between  this  Government 
and  that  of  the  United  States;  and,  because  the 
United  States  frankly  avow  their  resolution  to  do 
what  they  engaged  to  do,  I  am  told  that  their  ex- 
ample justifies  Spain  in  an  indefinite  delay  of  a 
determmation  to  accept  or  reject  that  arrangement. 
In   whatever    light   this    transaction   is   viewed, 

Srrievous  injury  has  been  done  to  the  United  States, 
or  which  they  have  a  right  to  demand  and  obtain 
satisfaction.  Having  thus  experienced  its  neces- 
sity and  propriety,  your  Excellency  must  not  be 
surprised  if  the  United  States,  in  future,  take 
pledges  of  security  for  the  performance  of  any  en- 
gagements they  may  enter  into  with  Spain  more 
effectual  than  confidence  in  her  good  faith. 

I  renew  to  your  Excellency,  whom  may  God 
preserve,  the  assurance  of  my  most  distinguished 
consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
DuKB  OF  San  Fer.nando  and  Quiroga. 

No.  1. 
Extract  of  a  letter  from.  Mr.  Pi-zarro  to  Mr.  Erring, 

dated 
Madrid,  July  27,  1817. 
And  no  time  shall  be  lost  in  preparing  the  in- 
structions of  which  Don  Luis  Noeli  will  be  the 
bearer  to  the  Minister  Onis,  it  being  His  Majesty's 
intention  that  no  step  or  measure  shall  be  omitted 
which  may  promote  the  settlement  upon  terms 
consistent  with  the  welfare  of  his  subjects  and  the 
honor  of  his  crown. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  For»yth  to  the  Seiretary 

of  St(Ut. 

Madrid,  Novemler  16,  1819. 

Since  my  official  letter,  by  way  of  Gibraltar, 
numbered  9,  nothing  important  in  relation  to  our 
affairs  has  occurred  here.  General  Vives  has  not 
yet  found  his  way  to  Madrid. 

It  is  now  said  Vives  will  go  by  the  way  of 
England.  The  expedition  of  Cadiz  is  again  the 
subject  of  interest  with  Spain.  It  is  contemplated 
to  send  it  out  in  February,  and  the  force  is  to  be 
15,000  men. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Forsyth  to  the  Sfcrttary 

of  Stat t. 

Madrid,  Novevtbtr  27,  1819. 

Late  in  the  evening  of  the  16th  of  the  present 
month,  after  my  letter  to  you  of  that  date  had  been 
sent  to  the  post  office,  I  was  very  much  surprised 
to  receive  from  the  Duke  of  San  Fernando  the 
remonstrance  addressed  to  him  on  the  18th  of 
October  last.  The  causes  assigned  for  this  step 
you  will  find  in  the  copy  of  the  Duke's  note  of  the 
12th  November,  marked  No.  1.  After  mature 
deliberation,  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  only  course 
which  I  could  pursue  was  to  insist  upon  the  re- 
ception of  the  remonstrance,  and,  ii  that  was 
reuised,  to  leave  Madrid ;  believing  that,  in  doing 


this,  I  should  only  anticipate  the  wishes  of  the 
President.  It  is  possible  that  this  determination 
will  gratify  the  wishes  of  this  Government,  whoae 

f^ood-will  has  been  lost  to  me  ever  since  the  de- 
ivery  of  my  official  note  of  the  21st  of  June  to 
Mr.  Salmon**  The  truth  of  this  supposition  will 
be  ascertained  by  the  effect  of  my  note  of  the  20th ; 
a  copy  of  whicn,  marked  No.  2,  is  enclosed.  If 
they  wish  me  to  remain,  they  will  either  receive 
the  remonstrance,  or  give  me  such  assurances  with 
respect  to  the  grants  as  will  justify  me  in  with- 
holding it  altogether.  I  shall  give  you  the  earliest 
fossible  information  of  what  is  done.  At  all  events, 
shall  not  quit  Madrid  until  the  1st  of  January, 
and  will,  if  I  am  obliged  to  leave  it,  remain  m 
France  until  the  beginning  of  March,  with  the  hope 
of  hearing  before  that  period  what  direction  Con- 
gress will  give  to  our  affairs  with  Spain.  General 
Vives  was  in  Madrid  at  the  date  of^my  last  letter. 
I  did  not  hear  of  his  arrival  until  the  17th,  although 
he  arrived  on  the  15th.  I  have  been  told  that  his 
appointment  has  been  made  known  to  him  offici- 
ally, and  that  he  has,  with  great  reluctance,  ac- 
cepted it.  From  the  Government  of  Spain  I  know 
nothing  about  him,  either  formally  or  informally. 

No.  1. 

The  Dtike  of  San  Fernando  and  Qp,iroga  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Palace,  November  12,  1819. 

Sir  :   I  have  perused  with  due  attention  your 
note  of  the  18th  ultimo ;  and  although  I  wished, 
on   reflecting  on   the  friendly  sentiments  enter- 
tained by  the  King,  my  master,  for  your  Govern- 
ment, and  on  those  which,  on  my  part,  I  hare  for 
it  and  for  yourself  personally,  to  have  found  them 
reciprocated  in  your  note,  since  I  had  every  reason 
to  be  persuaded,  from  what  had  passed  in  our  con- 
ference on  the  3d  of  the  same  month,  that  they 
really  existed,  I  have,  notwithstanding,  to  regret 
that  my  expectations  have  unfortunately  been  dis- 
appointed.    So  far,  indeed,  is  your  note  from  ex- 
hibiting those  feelings,  that  it  gives  me  extreme 
concern  only  to  discover  in  it  ideas  which  seem 
wholly  incompatible  with  the  principles  professed 
by  your  Government,  and  expressed  in  terms  (since 
I  am  compelled  to  say  so)  equally  unprecedented, 
and    repugnant    to    the  delicacy  and    attention 
which  are   peculiar   to,  and  are   invariably  ob- 
served in  all  diplomatic  communications.  I  should 
have  failed  in  the  very  high  consideration  I  owe, 
to  the  American  Government,  in  the  due  respect 
I  entertain  for  you,  and  especially  in  my  duty  as 
the  principal  secretary  of  His  Majesty  the  King, 
my  lord,  by  communicating  to  him  the  contents 
j  of  a  note  which  attacks  the  honor  of  His  Ma- 
I  jesty,  without  tending  in  the  least  to  elucidate  the 
!  subject  in  question.     Upon  it  the  King  will,  in  a 
direct  course,  demand  of  and  give  to  the  Federal 
:  Grovernment  the  requisite  explanations,  as  I  hare 
I  already  had  the  honor  more  than  once  to  inform 
you.     It  is,  therefore,  with  the  greatest  concern 
j  that  it  becomes  my  indispensable  duty  to  return  to 
I  you  such  a  note,  with  the  assurance  that  I  will, 
1  with  as  great  pleasure,  promptitude,  and  ea^- 
ness,  submit  to  His  Majesty  such  communications 


m 


1391 


APPENDIX. 


1392 


Spain — Ratijication  of  the  Treaty  of  1819. 


as  you  may  address  to  me  which  are  conceived  in 
fit  and  becoming  terms,  as  I  am  wholly  averse  to 
laying  before  him  those  which  cannot  fail  to  prove 
offensive  to  his  exalted  character  and  sovereign 
dignity. 

In  repeating  to  you  the  keen  ragrets  I  feel  on 
this  occasion,  I  have  to  renew  the  assurance  of 
my  perfect  readiness  to  receive  Irora  you  such 
communications  as  you  may  be  pleased  to  make 
to  me,  and  as  are  conformable  to  the  received 
usage  and  custom  of  European  diplomacy.  God 
preserve  you  many  years. 

SAi\  FERNANDO  Y  aUIROGA. 

To  the  Minister  of  the  U.  S. 

No.  2. 

3fr.  Forsyth  to  the  Duke  of  San  Fernando  and  Quiroffn. 
Madrid,  Ntn-ember  20,  1819. 
Sir:  Your  Excellency's  note  of  the  12lh  was 
delivered  to  me  on  the  16th.  The  official  remon- 
strance of  the  18th  October,  which  your  Excel- 
lency has  felt  yourself  reluctantly  compelled  to 
return  to  me,  was  prepared  and  sent  by  the  in- 
structions of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
It  must  be  obvious  to  your  Excellency  that,  if  rep- 
resentations to  His  Catholic  Majesty  which  I  am 
directed  to  make  are  not  received,  my  further  resi- 
dence near  His  Majesty's  Court  would  be  worse 
than  useless  to  my  country.  I  should  have  pre- 
ferred that  your  Excellency  would  either  have 
pointed  out  precisely  what  you  deemed  inadmis- 
sible, and  requested  an  alteration,  or  have  desired 
me  to  recall  the  remonstrance,  for  the  purpose,  if 

rssible,  of  putting  it  in  terms  more  acceptable, 
need  not,  after  our  conversation  of  the  3d  ult., 
assure  your  Excellency  that  I  should  have  done 
every  thing  consistent  with  the  obligations  of  duty 
to  meet  your  wishes.  No  doubt  it  occurred  to  the 
enlightened  understanding  of  your  Excellency 
that,  from  the  nature  of  the  subject,  but  few  sacri- 
fices could  be  made  to  diplomatic  courtesy. 

I  regret  that  the  censure  bestowed  upon  the  re- 
monstrance had  not  been  made  with  more  preci- 
sion. As  your  Excellency  has  remarked  upon  it 
in  very  general  terms,  I  am  compelled  to  follow 
the  example.  The  objections  are  that  the  remon- 
strance does  not  contain  the  friendly  sentiments 
which  ought  to  animate  the  United  States  to- 
wards Spain,  as  such  sentiments  animate  His 
Catholic  Majesty  towards  the  United  States;  that 
it  contains  ideas  which  are  not,  and  cannot  be, 
analogous  to  the  principles  which  ought  to  govern 
the  United  States,  and  terms  disused  and  foreign  to 
the  delicacy  and  attention  alwaysso  much  observed 
and  so  peculiar  todiplomatic  communications;  that 
you  cannot  place  it  before  His  Majesty,  because  it 
attacks  the  honor  of  the  King  without  serving  as 
any  illustration  of  the  matter  discussed  in  it,  which 
His  Majesty  will  know  how  to  ask  and  give  di- 
rectly to  the  Federal  Government.  Objections 
in  terms  so  general,  might  with  safety  be  made  to 
any  embarrassing  official  document  on  an  im- 
portant subject  of  dispute.  Upon  which  of  these 
does  your  Excellency  rely  to  justify  the  return  of 
the  remonstrance  ?    To  secure  the  reception  of  an 


official  note,  is  it  necessary  that  the  sentiments  of 
it  should  be  friendly?  that  the  ideas  it  contains 
should,  in  the  opinion  of  the  organ  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  whom  It  is  addressed,  be  analogous  to  the 
principles  which  ought  to  govern  the  Power  from 
whom  it  is  sent?  that  the  terms  of  it  should  be 
well  chosen,  courteous,  and  delicate,  according  to 
the  usages  of  diplomacy?  or  even  that  it  should 
not   attack   the  character  of   the  Government? 
Your  Excellency's  candor,  enlightened  by  the  his- 
tory of  the  intercourse  of  nations,  must  admit  that 
few  diplomatic  notes  would  be  received,  if  these 
were   prerequisites.     The  sentiments,  ideas,  and 
terms  of  diplomatic,  like  all  other  corre.«:pondence, 
change  according  to  the  situation  and  determina- 
tion of  the  parties,  and  the  nature  of  the  subject 
of  it.     The  correspondence  is  courtly  and  delicate 
while  the  parties  can  rely  upon  the  good  dispo- 
sitions of  each   other.     Sometimes,   indeed,  the 
language  of  courtesy  is  continued  to  conceal  in- 
tentions of  deadly  hostility — to  blind  an  adversary 
to  preparations  which   are   making  for  his  de- 
struction.   This  dishonorable  artifice  has  become, 
by  frequent  use,  too  well  known  to  deceive.     But 
in  every  controversy  which  terminates  in  a  serious 
misunderstanding,  a  period  arrives  when  delicacy 
and  attention  give  place  to  plainness  and  truth. 
All  that  can  be  required  is,  that  the  head  of  the 
Government  shall   not   be  treated  with  personal 
disrespect.     In  many  instances  the  subject-matter 
is  of  a  character  so  peculiar   that  it  cannot  be 
touched  without  calling  in  question  the  honor  of 
the  Government  whose  conduct  is  examined.     In 
reclamations  made  for  the  violation  of  treaties,  for 
outrages  upon  the  rights  of  humanity,  for  fraudu- 
lent designs,  so  soon  as  the  Government  refuses 
to  give  the  reparation  required,  the  charge  of  bad 
faith,  of  inhumanity,  or  fraud,  is  fixed  upon  it, 
if  not  by  direct  assertion,  by  necessary  implica- 
tion. 

Every  remonstrance  supposes  some  wrong  com- 
mitted, and,  of  necessity,  questions  the  conduct  of 
the  Government  which  has  given  occasion  to  it. 
There  is  this  difference  between  remonstrances 
made  before  and  after  the  Government  itself  de- 
clares its  approbation  of  the  act  complained  of. 
The  first  are  made  with  a  professed  belief  that  the 
act  will  be  disavowed,  and  reparation  will  be 
made;  the  last  cannot  contain  such  a  courteous 
admission.  Strange,  indeed,  would  it  be  if  nations 
should  sufler  injury  from  fraud,  injustice,  or  vio- 
lence, and  should  be  restrained  from  the  expres- 
sion of  their  sentiments,  by  the  danger  of  sinning 
against  the  high  character  and  dignity  of  the 
offending  Power.  I  claim  the  right,  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  my  country,  of  placing  any  remon- 
strance I  may  deem  necessary  to  the  interest  and 
honor  of  the  United  States,  before  the  King,  your 
Excellency's  royal  master,  that  is  not  couched  in 
terras  personally  disrespectful  to  the  sovereign  of 
Spain;  and  even  were  I  capable  of  forgetting  the 
obligations  of  personal  re.spect  to  the  King  himself, 
I  should  question  your  Excellency's  right  to  refuse 
to  receive  the  representations  I  should  make.  If 
your  Excellency  proposes  to  be  governed  by  the 
usages  of  European  diplomacy,  the  usual  course 
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in  such  case  would  be,  either  to  direct  the  min- 
ister who  forgets  the  respect  due  to  the  person  of 
the  sovereign  near  whom  he  resides  to  withdraw, 
or  to  request  his  recall  from  the  Government  he 
represents. 

But  to  come  to  a  more  particular  examination 
of  the  several  causes  of  complaint  against  the  note 
of  the  18th  October,  1819.  "It  does  not  contain 
the  friendly  sentiments  which  should  animate  the 
United  States  to  Spain."'  Allow  me  to  refer  your 
Excellency  to  all  the  official  correspondence  of 
the  Unitea  States  with  foreign  nations :  you  will 
find  that  we  do  not  deal  in  professions ;  we  know 
they  are  worthless,  and,  therefore,  leave  all  na- 
tions with  whom  we  have  intercourse  to  judge  of 
our  dispositions  by  our  conduct.  What  mean- 
ing your  Excellency  proposes  to  convey  when 
you  state  that  my  note  contains  ideas  which 
are  not,  and  cannot  be,  analogous  to  the  prin- 
ciples which  ought  to  govern  the  United  States,  I 
do  not  comprehend.  Whether  your  Excellency 
refers  to  the  principles  of  morality,  of  national 
law,  or  of  municipal  policy,  I  trust  and  be- 
lieve there  is  nothing  in  it  which  is  not  consistent 
with  the  purest  morality,  and  justified  by  the 
soundest  maxims  of  national  law.  If  your  Excel- 
lency refers  to  the  principles  of  municipal  policy, 
I  must  be  allowed  to  say  that  your  Excellency's 
judgment  has  deceived  you  upon  a  subject  on 
which  it  was  not  competent  for  you  to  decide. 
Your  Excellency  may  hope  that  the  principles 
that  are  not  consonant  with  those  contained  here 
do  not  govern  the  United  States;  but  when  your 
Excellency  proceeds  to  say  what  should  or  should 
not  govern  my  country,  your  Excellency  volun- 
teers an  opinion  on  a  subject  upon  which  we  do 
not  admit  of  foreign  interference.  We  know  full 
well  that  our  principles,  not  of  morality,  or  of  na- 
tional law,  (for  on  those  points  it  is  to  be  hoped 
there  is  but  little  difference  of  opinion  in  all  quar- 
ters of  the  world,)  but  of  government,  could 
scarcely  be  a,ppK)ved  by  a  politician  of  Spain. 
With  all  my?  respect  for  your  Excellency,  and 
knowledge  of  your  excellent  character.  I  cannot 
suppose  you  sufficiently  well  acquainted  with  the 
principles  of  free  government  to  decide  correctly 
upon  this  subject,  since  it  is  a  species  of  know- 
ledge not  fashionable  in  Spain,  or  particularly 
calculated  to  render  the  possessor  of  it  useful  in 
the  high  departments  of  His  Majesty's  Grovern- 
ment. 

But  the  terms  of  my  note  are  unusual,  and  not 
consistent  with  delicacy,  &c.  Let  me  entreat 
your  Excellency  to  re-examine  the  offending  paper. 
I  venture  to  say  that  there  are  no  unusual  terms 
in  it,  or  terms  inconsistent  with  the  most  scrupu- 
lous delicacy.  It  is  true  that  the  subject  is  one  of 
the  mo>t  unpleasant  nature.  The  facts,  and  the 
reasoning  upon  them,  go  to  fix  a  serious  charge 
upon  the  Government  of  Spain.  If  the  facts  are 
undisputed,  and  no  unfair  conclusions  are  drawn 
from  them,  your  Excellency  must  be  satisfied  that 
the  fault  lies  not  upon  its  author,  or  upon  those 
by  whose  command  it  was  prepared,  but  upon 
those  who  made  it  necessary — upon  those  whose 
misconduct  or  evil  counsel  has  made  it  necessary 


for  a  foreign  Government  to  make  such  represen- 
tations to  the  King.  That  it  is  necessary  for  the 
United  States  to  remonstrate  on  this  subject,  I  will 
not  attempt  to  demonstrate.  That  question  has 
been  decided  by  them,  and  your  Excellency  ap- 
pears to  be  satisfied  of  its  propriety,  when  you  sug- 
gest that  the  King  will  know  how  to  ask  and  give 
an  illustration  of  this  matter  directly  to  the  Fed- 
eral Government.  The  Federal  Government, 
however,  prefers  to  have  this  illustration  indirectly 
through  its  Minister  at  the  Court  of  Spain ;  the 
more  especially  as  it  appears  there  is  but  little 
prospect  of  its  being  speedily  afforded  in  the  direct 
mode.  I  think  more  than  a  month  has  elapsed 
since  your  Excellency  spoke  of  the  intention  of 
sending  a  Minister  to  the  United  States,^  not  then 
appointed.  1  have  yet  to  learn  from  your  Excel- 
lency if  that  appointment  has  been  made.  To 
this  representation  I  will  add  that,  if  my  official 
note  or  the  18th  October  contains  any  thing  per- 
sonally offensive  to  His  Majesty,  it  was  not  in- 
serted with  such  a  design.  I  desire  to  treat  the 
sovereign  of  Spain  with  every  possible  respect  and 
decorum.  The  intentions  of  the  head  of  this  Gov- 
ernment I  always  suppose  to  be  correct ;  the  King 
may  be  deceived  by  false  representations,  misled 
by  evil  counsel,  while  his  own  intentions  are  pure 
and  honorable.  This  the  decorum  of  diplomacy 
always  takes  for  granted  ;  and  if  I  have  violated 
this  rule,  as  soon  as  I  am  made  sensible  of  it,  I 
will  ha>ten  to  correct  the  error.  Your  Excellency 
thinks  that  I  ought  to  have  remained  satisfied  with 
the  conversation  of  the  3d  of  October,  on  the  .sub- 
ject of  the  difference  between  our  two  Govern- 
ments. I  appeal  confidently  to  your  Excellency 
duly  to  estimate  the  value  of  the  assurances 
received  from  you.  They  did  not  differ  from  those 
previously  received  from  your  Excellency's  prede- 
cessor in  office.  They  were,  indeed,  given  more 
sparingly,  and  with  greater  caution.  With  every 
portion  of  your  Excellency's  deportment  I  had 
reason  to  be  satisfied  ;  but  on  the  important  matter 
of  our  interview  I  had  but  too  mucn  cause  to  ap- 
prehend what  subsequently  occurred — anew  refusal 
on  the  part  of  His  Majesty's  Government  to  do 
what  we  think  justice  and  honor  require.  If  reli- 
ance is  to  be  placed  on  the  information  given  by 
the  public  journals,  (and  your  Excellency  has 
quoted  them  as  authority,  even  since  that  inter- 
view.) an  instructive  commentary  has  been  fur- 
nished upon  the  designs  of  Spain.  On  the  18th 
of  July  last,  in  consequence  of  orders  for  prepara- 
tion, which  must  have  issued  simultaneously  with 
Mr.  Salmon's  note  to  me  of  the  19th  June,  a  por- 
tion of  the  force  collected  at  Cadiz  was  hurried 
off  under  Greneral  Cagigal.  The  conjecture  enter- 
tained was,  that  it  was  intended  to  strengthen  the 
royal  forces  in  some  portion  of  the  dominions  of 
Spain  to  revolt  against  the  authority  of  the  Kin^. 
It  appears  by  recent  notices  that  a  moiety  of  this 
expedition  has  been  sent  to  Florida.  This  fact,  in 
addition  to  the  numerous  circumstances  already 
brought  to  the  view  of  this  Government  in  my 
previous  correspondence,  will  certainly  be  consid- 
ered sufficiently  marked  to  excuse,  if  not  justify,  a 
little  incredulity. 
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As  the  business  of  the  remonstrance  is  likely  to 
produce  very  unpleasant  consequences,  I  propose, 
out  of  a  prudent  but  possibly  useless  caution,  to 
direct  the  note  of  the  18th  to  be  carefully  transla- 
ted by  the  person  attached  to  this  legation.  It  will 
then  be  sent  to  your  Excellency  for  re-examination, 
unless  I  should  previously  receive  some  formal 
assurances  on  the  subject  of  the  grants  which 
have  occasioned  it,  which  will  justify  me  m  with- 
holding it  altogether — an  occurrence  which  would 
afford  me  the  fiveliest  sensations  of  pleasure. 

If,  on  the  re-examination  of  the  document,  your 
Excellency's  determination  should  remain  the 
same,  you  will  do  your  duly,  and  I  shall  do  mine. 

May  CJod  preserve  your  Excellency  many  years. 
1  renew  the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished 
consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Duke  of  San  Fernando  and  Quiroga. 
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The  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Lotmdes.  | 

Department  of  State,  I 

Washinf/tun,  Dec.  16,  1819. 

Sib  :  With  reference  to  the  question  proposed 
by  the  committee,  "  whether  the  Executive  con- 
siders the  Florida  treaty  as  a  subsisting  one.  valid 
according  to  national  law,  and  giving  the  same 
perfect  rights,  and  imposing  the  same  perfect  obli- 
gations, as  if  it  had  been  ratified,  I  have  the  honor 
to  state  that  the  President  considers  the  treaty  of 
22d  February  last  as  obligatory  on  the  honor  and 
good  faith  of  Spain,  not  as  a  perfect  treaty,  (rati- 
fication being  an  essential-  to  that,)  but  as  a  com- 
pact which  Spain  was  bound  to  ratify  ;  as  an  ad- 
justment of  the  differences  between  the  two  nations, 
which  the  King  of  Spain,  by  his  full  power  to  his 
Minister,  had  solemnly  promised  to  approve,  ratify, 
and  fulfil.  This  adjustment  is  assumed  as  the 
measure  of  what  the  United  States  had  a  right  to 
obtain  from  Spain,  from  the  signature  of  the  treaty. 
The  principle  may  be  illustrated  by  reference  to 
rules  of  municipal  law  relative  to  transactions  be- 
tween individuals.  The  difference  between  the 
treaty  unratified  and  ratified  may  be  likened  to  the 
difference  between  a  covenant  to  convey  lands  and 
the  deed  of  conreyance  itself.  Upon  a  breach  of 
the  covenant  to  convey,  courts  of  equity  decree 
that  the  party  who  has  broken  his  covenant  shall 
convey,  and,  further,  shall  make  good  to  the  other 
party  all  damages  which  he  has  sustained  by  the 
breach  of  contract. 

As  there  is  no  court  of  chancery  between  nations, 
their  differences  can  be  settled  only  by  agreement 
or  by  force.  The  resort  to  force  is  justifiable  only 
when  justice  cannot  be  obtained  by  negotiation ; 
and  the  resort  to  force  is  limited  to  the  attainment 
of  justice.  The  wroog  received  marks  the  boun- 
daries of  the  right  to  be  obtained. 

The  King  of  Spain  was  bound  to  ratify  the 
treaty  ;  bound  by  the  principles  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions applicable  to  the  case ;  and  further  bound  by 
the  solemn  promise  in  the  full  power.  He  refus- 
ing to  perform  this  promise  and  obligation,  the 
United  States  have  a  perfect  right  to  do  what  a 
court  of  chancery  would  do  in  a  transaction  of  a 


similar  character  between  individuals — namely,  to 
compel  the  performance  of  the  engagement  as  far 
as  compulsion  can  accomplish  it,  and  to  indemnify 
themselves  for  all  the  damages  and  charges  inci- 
dent to  the  necessity  of  using  compulsion.  They 
cannot  compel  the  King  of  Spain  to  sign  the  act 
of  ratification,  and,  therefore,  cannot  malce  the  in- 
strument a  perfect  treaty ;  but  they  can,  and  are 
justifiable  in  so  doing,  take  that  which  the  treaty, 
if  perfect,  would  have  bound  Spain  to  deliver  up 
to  them ;  and  they  are  further  entitled  to  indem- 
nity for  all  the  expenses  and  damages  which  they 
may  sustain  by  consequence  of  the  refusal  of  Spain 
to  ratify.  The  refusal  to  ratify  gives  them  the 
same  right  to  do  justice  to  themselves  as  the  refusal 
to  fulfil  would  have  given  them  if  Spain  had  rati- 
fied, and  then  ordered  the  Gk)vernor  of  Florida 
not  to  deliver  over  the  province. 

By  considering  the  treaty  as  the  term  beyond 
which  the  United  States  will  not  look  back  in 
their  controversial  relations  with  Spain,  they  not 
only  will  manifest  a  continued  respect  for  the 
sanctity  of  their  own  engagements,  but  they  avoid 
the  inconvenience  of  re-entering  upon  a  field  of 
mutual  complaint  and  crimination  so  extensive 
that  it  would  be  scarcely  possible  to  decide  where 
or  when  negotiation  should  cease,  or  at  what  point 
force  should  be  stayed  for  satisfied  right ;  and  by 
resorting  to  force  only  so  far  as  the  treaty  had  ac- 
knowledged their  right,  they  offer  an  inducement 
to  Spain  to  complete  the  transaction  on  her  part, 
without  proceeding  to  general  hostility.  But 
Spain  must  be  responsible  to  the  United  States 
for  every  wrong  done  by  her  after  the  signature  of 
the  treaty  by  her  Minister ;  and  the  refusal  to 
ratify  his  act  is  the  first  wrong  for  which  they  are 
entitled  to  redress. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 

William  Lowndes,  Esq., 

Chairman  O/mmittee  Fvreujn  Relations. 
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Tlu  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Loicndes. 
Depart.ment  of  State,  Dec.  21,  1819. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  the  questions  contained  in 
your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state  for  the  information  of  the  committee — 

1st.  That  information  has  been  received  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  though  not 
through  a  direct  channel,  nor  in  authentic  form, 
that  another  motive  besides  those  alleged  in  the 
letter  of  the  Duke  of  San  Fernando  to  Mr.  For- 
syth did  operate  upon  the  Spanish  Cabinet  to 
induce  the  withholding  of  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty — namely,  the  apprehension  that  the  ratifica- 
tion would  be  immediately  followed  by  the  recog- 
nition by  the  United  States  of  the  independence 
of  one  or  more  of  the  South  American  provinces. 
It  has  been  suggested  that,  probably,  the  most  im- 
portant of  the  explanations  which  the  Minister  to 
be  sent  by  Spain  will  be  instructed  to  ask,  will 
consist  of  an  explicit  declaration  of  the  intentions 
of  this  Government  in  that  respect.  There  is 
reason,  also,  to  believe  that  the  impuni^^  with 
which  privateers  fitted  out,  manned,  and  officered, 
in  one  or  more  of  our  ports,  have  committed  hos- 
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tilitiesupon  the  Spanish  commerce,  will  be  alleged 
among  the  reasons  for  delay,  and  perhaps  some 
pledge  may  be  required  of  the  effectual  execution 
against  these  practices  of  laws  which  appear  to 
exist  in  the  statute  book. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark  that,  during  the 
negotiation  of  the  Florida  Treaty,  repeated  and 
very  earnest  efforts  were  made,  both  by  Mr.  Pizarro 
at  Madrid,  and  by  Mr.  Onis  here,  to  obtain  from 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  either  a 
positive  stipulation  or  a  tacit  promise  that  the 
United  States  would  not  recognise  any  of  the 
South  American  revolutionary  Governments ;  and 
that  the  Spanish  negotiators  were  distinctly  and 
explicitly  informed  that  this  Government  would 
not  assent  to  any  such  engagement,  either  express 
or  implied. 

2d.  By  all  the  information  which  has  been  ob- 
tained of  the  respective  views  of  the  French  and 
Russian  Governments  in  relation  to  the  course 
which  it  was  by  them  thought  probable  would  be 
pursued  by  the  United  States,  it  is  apparent  that 
they  strongly  apprehend  the  immediate  forcible 
occupation  of  Florida  by  the  United  States,  on 
the  non-ratification  by  Spain  of  the  treaty  within 
the  stipulated  time.  France  and  Russia  both  have 
most  earnestly  dissuaded  us  from  that  course,  not 
by  any  regular  official  communication,  but  by  in- 
formal friendly  advice,  deprecating  immediate 
hostility,  on  account  of  its  tendency  to  kindle  a 
general  war,  which  they  fear  would  be  the  conse- 
quence of  a  war  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain.  It  was  alleged  that,  in  the  present  state  of 
our  controversy  with  Spain,  the  opinion  of  all 
Europe  on  the  point  at  issue  was  in  our  favor,  and 
against  her ;  that,  by  exercising  patience  a  little 
longer,  by  waiting  at  least  to  hear  the  Minister 
who  was  announced  as  coming  to  give  and  receive 
explanations,  we  could  not  fail  of  obtaining,  ulti- 
mately, without  resort  to  force,  the  right  to  which 
it  was  admitted  we  were  entitled ;  but  that  precipi- 
tate measures  of  violence  might  not  only  provolte 
Spain  to  war,  but  would  change  the  state  of  the 
question  between  us,  would  exhibit  us  to  the  world 
as  the  aggressors,  and  would  indispose  against  us 
those  now  the  most  decided  in  our  favor. 

It  is  not  expected  that,  in  the  event  of  a  war 
with  Spain,  any  European  Power  will  openly  take 
a  part  in  it  against  the  United  States  ;  but  there 
is  no  doubt  that  the  principal  reliance  of  Spain 
will  be  upon  the  employment  of  privateers  in 
France  and  England  as  well  as  in  the  East  and 
West  India  seas  and  upon  our  own  coast,  under 
the  Spanish  flag,  but  manned  from  all  nations, 
including  citizens  of  our  own,  expatriated  into 
Spanish  subjects  for  the  purpose. 

3d.  The  enclosed  copies  of  letters  from  Mr.  Fro- 
mentin  contain  the  most  particular  information 
possesbcd  by  the  Executive  with  regard  to  the  sub- 
jects mentioned  in  your  third  inquiry.  In  the 
month  of  September,  a  corps  of  three  thousand 
men  arrived  at  the  Havana  irom  Spain,  one-third 
of  whom  are  said  to  have  already  fallen  victims 
to  the  diseases  of  that  climate.  By  advices  from 
the  Havana  as  recent  as  the  4th  of  this  month,  we 


are  assured  that  no  part  of  this  force  is  intended  to 
be,  in  any  event,  employed  in  Florida. 

4th.  A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  also  herewith  enclosed,  contains  the  infor- 
mation requested  by  the  committee  upon  this  in- 
quiry. 

5tii.  At  the  time  when  Captain  Read  left  Mad- 
rid, (13ih  October,)  Mr.  Forsyth  had  no  positive 
mformation  even  of  the  appointment  of  the  person 
who  is  to  come  out  as  the  Minister.  Indirectly 
we  have  been  assured  that  he  might  be  expected  to 
arrive  here  in  the  course  of  the  present  month. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  serv't, 
JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 

W1LLIA.M  Lowndes,  Esq.,  Ouiirmany  ^c. 


Extract  0/  a  letter  from  Mr.  Forsyth  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  dated 

Madrid,  January  3,  1820. 
A  few  days  after  the  date  of  my  last,  numbered 
10,  I  had  a  visit  from  the  Count  Bulgary,  the 
Russian  Charge  d'Affaires.  He  came  to  see  me  in 
consequence  of  a  conversation  he  had  just  had 
with  the  Duke  of  San  Fernando  respecting  my 
official  letter  of  the  18th  of  October,  and  the  sub- 
sequent correspondence  in  relation  to  it.  He  stated 
to  me  that  the  Duke  regretted  the  necessity  of  send- 
ing back  the  letter,  but  that  it  was  so  harsh  in  its 
terms  he  could  not  place  it  before  the  King.  To 
this  were  added  a  great  many  assurances  of  perso- 
nal kindness  and  good-will,  not  necessary  to  be 
repeated.  I  replied  that  it  was  very  mortifying  to 
me  to  be  obliged  to  send  the  letter  in  the  first  in- 
stance, and  not  less  so  to  insist  on  its  being  receiv- 
ed ;  that  the  Duke  had  put  it  out  of  my  power  to 
act  otherwise  than  I  had  done  ;  but  that  there  was 
no  difficulty  in  avoiding  the  unpleasant  conse- 
quences likely  to  ensue.  The  Duke  had  nothing 
to  do  but  to  give  me  such  assurances  in  regard  to 
the  grants  as  would  render  it  superfluous  for  me 
to  say  any  thing  about  them.  His  answer  was  at 
once  curious  and  dissatisfactory  ;  he  said  that  the 
Duke  could  not  give  me  any  assurances,  such  was 
the  predominating  influence  of  thegrantees  with  the 
King.  He  was  sincerely  disposed  to  settle  all  the 
differences  with  the  United  States,  and  hoped  in 
a  short  time  to  have  power  to  effect  it ;  had  au- 
thorized Count  Bulgary  to  say  to  the  Russian 
Grovernment  that  General  Vives  was  going  imme- 
diately to  the  United  States,  and  would  have  com- 
petent powers  ;  and  that  every  thing  would  be 
amicably  arranged.  I  made  the  Russian  Charge 
d'Affaires  sensible  that  one  part  of  this  statement 
contradicted  the  other.  Greneral  Vives  could  not 
receive  powers  competent  to  the  purpose  of  ami- 
cable settlement,  if  the  Sjecretary  of  State's  des- 
patch was  unable,  from  the  influence  of  the 
grantees,  to  say  any  thing  about  the  large  dona- 
tions. This  was  a  subject  upon  which  the  Ameri- 
can Government  would  listen  to  no  terms,  friendly 
arrangement  was  out  of  the  question,  and  Gen- 
eral Vives's  visit  to  the  United  States  useless,  un- 
less the  Spanish  Government  was  prepared  to 
abandon  their  pretensions  in  favor  of  the  grantees. 
On  the  subject  of  the  mission  of  General  Vives,  I 
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desired  the  Count  to  remind  the  Duke  that  I  knew 
nothing  of  it.  The  general  and  loose  declaration 
made  inonths  before,  tlat  the  King  would  authorize 
some  person  to  ask  explanations  at  Washington, 
was  all  that  the  Spanish  Government  had  chosen 
to  communicate  to  me.  The  Count  assured  me  of 
the  personal  anxiety  of  the  Minister  to  arrange 
every  thing  satisfactorily  between  the  two  coun- 
tries ;  that  his  hopes  were  strong  of  being  able  to 
eiSect  it ;  that  this  business  of  the  returned  note 
was  embarrassing,  and^that,  if  I  went  away  in  con- 
sequence of  its  not  being  received,  what  he  believ- 
ed to  be  the  wish  of  the  United  States  and  of  his 
Government,  and  almost  all  other  Powers,  might 
be  frustrated.  Matters  were  in  a  bad  slate  at 
present,  and  this  would  make  them  worse.  To 
this  I  answered,  in  general  terms,  that  matters 
must  become  worse  before  they  become  better ; 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  had 
every  disposition  to  be  friendly  with  Spain,  and 
had  evinced  it  in  a  variety  of  modes  ;  for  myself, 
I  had  personally  every  wish  to  be  the  instrument 
of  promoting  good-will  between  the  two  nations. 
He  said  this  Government  had  a  different  impres- 
sion. I  was  very  sorry  for  it ;  unfortunately,  the 
conduct  of  the  Spanish  Government  had  com- 
pelled me  to  speak  with  a  plainness  and  openness 
which  was  disagreeable,  as  they  were  not  accus- 
tomed to  It.  In  the  course  of  along  conversation, 
it  occurred  to  me  that  this  dispute  about  the  note 
might  be  useful,  as  I  found  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment anxious  to  avoid  receiving  it,  and,  contrary 
to  my  expectations,  desirous  that  I  should  remain 
here.  I  believed  it  practicable  to  accelerate  t^eir 
movements  in  our  affairs  without  yielding  the 
point  in  dispute.  With  this  belief,  I  stated  to 
Count  Bulgary  that,  if  the  Duke  of  San  Fernando 
would  officially  say  to  me  at  once  that  General 
Vives  was  goino;  immediately  to  the  United  States, 
with  ample  authority  to  arrange  the  business  of  the 
convention,  and  that  it  was  the  particular  wish  of 
HisMajesty'sGovernmentthattheletterof  the  18th 
should  be  withheld,  and  that  all  matters  relating 
to  the  convention  should  be  discussed  in  Washing- 
ton, notwithstanding  I  had  positive  instructions  to 
remonstrate  on  the  subject  of  the  grants,  and  the 
conduct  of  Spain  in  relation  to  them,  I  would  take 
the  responsibility  of  retaining  the  obnoxious  paper  in 
my  hands  until  compelled  by  events  to  deliver  it, 
or  until  I  should  receive  further  advices  from  the 
President.  The  Duke  must  understand  that  this 
wasdone  with  a  perfect  understanding  that  I  insisted 
upon  the  right  of  returning  the  paper,  and  should 
exercise  that  right  whenever  I  deemed  it  necessary 
The  Count  left  me  with  the  expectation  of  making 
this  arrangement.  A  few  days  afterwards  we  had 
another  interview;  he  told  me  that  the  Duke 
would  write  to  tell  me  of  the  appointment  of  Gen- 
eral Vives,  and  of  the  intention  of  sending  him  im- 
mediately to  Washington ;  that  he  would  have  full 
powers,  &c.,  but  that  the  Duke  thought  he  could 
not  advert  particularly  to  the  remonstrance,  or  the 
correspondence  in  relation  to  it,  without  com- 
menting upon  it,  and  this  he  desired  to  avoid.  I 
answered,  that  I  could  not  tell  how  I  should  act 
until  I  saw  the  Duke's  note.     If  I  found  in  it  a 


sufficient  justification  for  retaining   the  remon> 
strance,  I  would  do  so,  and  would  look  at  it  with 
a  view  to  find  that  justification.    The  Duke  knew, 
from   me,   that  I  was   instructed   to  remonstrate 
earnestly  on  the  subject  of  the  grants,  and  might 
judge,  from  my  manner  of  performing  that  duty, 
of  the  sentiments  of  the  American  Government. 
A  week  elapsed  after  this  last  conversation  with- 
out my  hearing  from  the  Secretary  of  State.     I 
called  on  the  Russian  Charge  d' Affaires  to  say 
that  I  was  surprised  at  this  delay,  and  that  I  should 
certainly  return  the  remonstrance  if  I  did  not  hear 
from  the  Duke  in  a  few  days.    He  saw  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  m  consequence  of  this  visit,  who  as- 
sured him  that  his  personal  indisposition  bad  pre- 
vented him  from  sending  me  the  intended  note. 
On  the  ISth  of  December  I  received  the  Duke's 
note,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  marked  No.  1 ; 
you  will  see  that  it  is  not  what  I  had  reason  to 
expect.     He  does  not  request  a  suspension  of  any 
correspondence,  or  say  that  it  is  the  wish  of  the 
Spanish  Government  that  every  thing  should  be 
left  to  the   negotiation  of  General   Vives.     He 
merely  states  that,  in  his  view,  to  continue  discus- 
sion here  would  be  superfluous,  and  likely  to  em- 
barrass the  direct  negotiation.     Perhaps,  consid- 
ering their  peculiar  mode  of  doing  business,  I  had 
no  right  to  calculate  upon  any  thing  more;  never- 
theless, I  am  not  at  all  sali^^ed  with  it ;  and  had 
I  consulted  my  own   inclinations  only,  I  should 
immediately  have  sent  back  the  note  of  the  18th 
of  October,  with  the  translation.    What  has  occa- 
sioned me  to  delay  and  deliberate,  and  still  keeps 
me  uncertain  how  to  act,  is  the  apprehension  that 
my  judgment  of  what  is  proper  might  be  involun- 
tarily influenced  by  my  own  wishes.     1  need  not 
conceal  from  you  that  my  situation  here  is  un- 
pleasant, and  that  I  find  no  sufficient  consolation 
for  my  personal  mortification  in  the  consciousness 
of  being  useful  to  the  United  Stales,  feeling,  as  I 
do,  that  I  am  almost,  if  not  altogether,  useless. 
The  very  awkward  state  of  my  private  affairs  in 
Georgia,  in  consequence  of  my  unlooked-for  de- 
tention here,  increases  my  anxiety  to  leave  Spain. 
What  I  fear  (and  I  hope  it  is  not  an  unworthy 
apprehension)  is,  that   these  circumstances  may 
unconsciously  induce  me  to  believe  that  the  more 
energetic  course  is  the  best.     What  I  have  at  last 
resolved  upon  is,  to  delay  my  answer  until  I  see 
the  President's  Message.     It  will  (hen  be  sent  be- 
fore General  Vives  leaves  Europe.     He  is  still  in 
Madrid  ;  goes  in  a  coach  and  vw.enu  to  Bayonne, 
a  journey  of  twelve  or  fifteen  days;   thence  to 
Paris ;  from  Paris  to  England  ;  and  from  England 
to  the  United  States.    His  rapid  journey  to  Wash- 
ington will  probably  be  finished  in  May.    My  an- 
swer will  be  regulated  by  the  advices  1  hope  soon 
to  receive   from  Washington.     I  shall  certainly 
not  go  further,  in  any  event,  than  to  say  that  I 
shall  retain  the  letter  of  the  18th  of  October  for  a 
short  time,  under  the  hope  that  His  Majesty  will 
render  it  unnecessary  to  make  any  remonstrance 
on  the  subject  of  it. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
John  Q.  Aoa.m8, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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No.  1. 
The  Duke  of  San  Fernando  and  Quiroga  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Palace,  December  16,  1819. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  the  decision  of  the  King, 
my  master,  and  in  conformity  with  the  communi- 
cations which  my  predecessor  and  I  have  had  the 
honor  to  make  to  you,  the  moment  has  arrived 
when  the  person  of  whom  His  Majesty  had  made 
choice  is  about  to  proceed  to  America,  for  the 
purpose  of  asking  of  your  Government  the  explan- 
ations which  His  Majesty  has  judged  to  be  indis- 
pensable, previous  to  the  ratification  by  His  Ma- 
{esty  of  the  treaty  concluded  and  signed  by  Don 
-.uis  de  Onis. 

The  Plenipotentiary  appointed  is  the  Mariscal- 
del-Campo  Don  Francisco  Dionisio  Vives,  a  dis- 
tinguished person,  in  whom  the  King,  my  master, 
has  the  fullest  confidence,  and  to  whom  he  has 
given  the  most  ample  powers  to  settle  all  the  dif- 
nculties  he  so  earnestly  wishes  to  see  removed, 
and  succeeded  by  the  establishment,  on  a  solid 
basis,  of  that  harmony  between  Spain  and  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  which  their  mutual  interests  so 
strongly  invite  them. 

As  Don  Francisco  D.  Vives  will  set  out  imme- 
diately on  his  journey,  and  proceed  expeditious- 
ly, I  consider  the  measure  now  communicated  to 
you,  and  which  you  will  be  pleased  to  make  known 
to  your  Grovernment,  as  dispensing  with  any 
further  discussion  here  of  the  points  which  form 
the  object  of  the  above-named  gentleman's  pres- 
ent mission  ;  as  a  continuance  of  it  would  only 
tend  to  embarrass  the  course  of  the  direct  negotia- 
tion about  to  be  established. 

I  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  distin- 
guished respect,  and  I  pray  God  to  preserve  you 


many 


years. 

SAN 


FERNANDO  Y  dUIROGA. 


To  the  Minister  of  the  United  Slates. 


Extract  of  a  defspatch  from  Count  Nesselrode  to  Mr. 
Poletica,  Minister  of  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Em- 
peror of  Russia  in  the  United  States,  datsd 

November  27,  [December  9,]  1819. 

You  have  doubtless  been  able  to  obtain  infor- 
mation how  far  the  President's  last  instructions  to 
Mr.  Forsyth  were  positive.  The  Emperor  will 
not  now  take  it  upon  him  to  justify  Spain  ;  but  he 
charges  you  to  plead  with  the  Government  at 
Wa.snington  the  cause  of  peace  and  concord.  That 
Grovernment  is  too  enlightened  to  take  hasty  steps, 
and  its  rights  appear  to  be  too  solid  not  to  be 
weakened  by  a  violent  course  of  proceeding  ;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  such  is  the  character  of  the 
considerations  which  command  the  ratification  by 
Spain  of  the  arrangement  relative  to  the  Floridas, 
that  it  is  to  be  hoped  she  will  at  length  yield  to 
the  force  of  evidence.  The  United  States  will 
then  have  added  to  the  reputation  of  an  able  that 
of  a  moderate  policy,  and  will  gather  with  security 
the  fruits  of  their  wisdom. 

His  Imperial  Majesty  therefore  wishes  that,  if 
there  be  yet  time,  you  would  engage  the  Govern- 
ment at  Washington  to  give  to  the  Spanish  Min- 


istry a  proof  of  patience  which  its  circumstances 
might,  indeed,  seem  to  suggest.  Nevertheless,  the 
Emperor  does  not  interpose  in  this  discussion.  He 
makes,  above  all,  no  pretension  to  exercise  an  influ- 
ence in  the  councils  of  a  foreign  Power.  He  merely 
expresses  a  wish  dictated  by  his  concern  for  the 
general  welfare,  and  worthy  of  the  generous  good 
faith  which  characterizes  the  Government  of  the 
United  States. 


To  the  House  of  RepresaUaiives  of  the  U.  S. : 

Washington,  May  9, 1820. 

I  communicate  to  Congress  a  correspondence 
which  has  taken  place  between  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  since  the 
message  of  the  27  th  March  last,  respecting  the  treaty 
which  was  concluded  between  the  United  States 
and  Spain  on  the  22d  February,  1819. 

After  the  failure  of  His  Majesty  for  so  long  a 
time  to  ratify  the  treaty,  it  was  expected  that  this 
Minister  would  have  brought  with  him  the  ratifi- 
cation, or  that  he  would  have  been  authorized  to 
give  an  order  for  the  delivery  of  the  territory  ceded 
by  it  to  the  United  States.  It  appears,  however, 
that  the  treaty  is  still  unratified,  and  that  the  Min- 
ister has  no  authority  to  surrender  the  territory. 
The  object  of  his  mission  has  been  to  make  com- 
plaints, and  to  demand  explanations,  respecting  an 
imputed  system  of  hostility,  on  the  part  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  against  the  subjects  and  do- 
minions of  Spain,  and  an  unfriendly  policy  in  their 
Government,andtoobtain  new  stipulations  against, 
these  alleged  injuries,  as  the  condition  on  which 
the  treaty  should  be  ratified. 

Unexpected  as  such  complaints  and  such  a  de- 
mand were,  under  existing  circumstances,  it  was 
thought  proper,  without  compromitting  the  Gov- 
ernment as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued,  to  meet 
them  promptly,  and  to  give  the  explanations  that 
were  desired  on  every  subject  with  the  utmost 
candor.  The  result  has  proved,  what  was  suffici- 
ently well  known  before,  that  the  charge  of  a  sys- 
tematic hostility  being  adopted  and  pursued  by 
citizens  of  the  United  States  against  the  domin- 
ions and  subjects  of  Spain  is  utterly  destitute  of 
foundation  ;  and  that  their  Government,  in  all  its 
branches,  has  maintained  with  the  utmost  rigor 
that  neutrality  in  the  civil  war  between  Spain 
and  the  colonies  which  they  were  the  first  to  de- 
clare. No  force  has  been  collected,  nor  incursions 
made,  from  within  the  United  States,  against  the 
dominions  of  Spain ;  nor  have  any  naval  equip- 
ments been  permitted  in  favor  of  either  party 
against  the  other.  Their  citizens  have  been  warned 
ot  the  obligations  incident  to  the  neutral  condition 
of  their  country ;  the  public  officers  have  been 
instructed  to  see  that  the  laws  were  faithfully  exe- 
cuted, and  severe  examples  have  been  made  of  some 
who  violated  them. 

In  regard  to  the  stipulation  proposed  as  the  con- 
dition of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  that  the 
United  States  shall  abandon  the  right  to  recog- 
nise the  revolutionary  colonies  in  South  America, 
or  to  form  other  relations  with  them,  when, 'in 
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their  judgment,  it  may  be  just  and  expedient  so  to 
do,  it  is  manifestly  so  repu^ant  to  the  honor  and 
even  to  the  independence  ot  the  United  States  that 
it  has  been  impossible  to  discuss  it.  In  making  this 
proposal,  it  is  perceived  that  His  Catholic  Majestv 
has  entirely  misconceived  the  principles  on  which 
this  Grovernment  has  acted  in  being  a  party  to  a 
negotiation  so  long  protracted  for  claims  so  well- 
founded  and  reasonable,  as  he  likewise  has  the 
sacrifices  which  the  United  States  have  made, 
comparatively  with  Spain,  in  the  treaty,  to  which 
it  is  proposed  to  annex  so  extraordinary  and  im- 
proper a  condition. 

Had  the  Minister  of  Spain  offered  an  unqualified 
pledge  that  the  treaty  should  be  ratified  by  his  sov- 
ereign on  being  made  acquainted  with  the  explan- 
ations which  had  been  given  by  this  Government, 
there  would  have  been  a  strong  motive  for  accept- 
ing and  submitting  it  to  the  Senate  for  their  ad- 
vice and  consent,  rather  than  to  resort  to  other 
measures  for  redress,  however  justifiable  and  proper. 
But  he  gives  no  such  pledge ;  on  the  contrary,  he 
declares  explicitly  that  the  refusal  of  this  Gov- 
ernment to  relinquish  the  right  of  judging  and 
acting  for  itself  hereafter,  according  to  circum- 
stances, in  regard  to  the  Spanish  colonies — a  right 
common  to  all  nations — has  rendered  it  impos- 
sible for  him,  under  his  instructions,  to  make  such 
engagement.  He  thinks  that  his  soverei^  will 
be  induced  by  his  communications  to  ratify  the 
treaty  ;  but  still  he  leaves  him  free  either  to  adopt 
that  measure  or  to  decline  it.  He  admits  that 
the  other  objections  are  essentially  removed,  and 
will  not  in  themselves  prevent  the  ratification, 
provided  the  difficulty  on  the  third  point  is  sur- 
mounted. The  result  therefore  is,  that  the  treaty 
is  declared  to  have  no  obligation  whatever ;  that 
its  ratification  is  made  to  depend,  not  on  the  con- 
siderations which  led  to  its  adoption,  and  the 
conditions  which  it  contains,  but  on  a  new  article, 
unconnected  with  it,  respecting  which  a  new  ne- 
gotiation must  be  opened  of  indefinite  duration 
and  doubtful  issue. 

Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  course  to  be 
pursued  would  appear  to  be  direct  and  obvious,  if 
the  affairs  of  Spam  had  remained  in  the  state  in 
which  they  were  when  this  Minister  sailed.  But 
it  is  known  that  an  important  change  has  since 
taken  place  in  the  Grovernment  of  that  country, 
which  cannot  fail  to  be  sensibly  felt  in  its  inter- 
course with  other  nations.  The  Minister  of  Spain 
has  essentially  declared  his  inability  to  act,  in  con- 
sequence of  that  change.  With  him,  however, 
under  his  present  powers,  nothing  could  be  done. 
The  attitude  of  the  United  States  must  now  be 
assumed,  on  full  consideration  of  what  is  due  to 
their  rights,  their  interest,  and  honor,  without 
regard  to  the  jwwers  or  incidents  of  the  late  mis- 
sion. We  may,  at  pleasure,  occupy  the  territory 
which  was  intended  and  provided  by  the  late  treaty 
as  an  indemnity  for  losses  so  long  since  sustained 
by  our  citizens  ;  but  still  nothing  could  be  settled 
definitively  without  a  treaty  between  the  two  na- 
tions. Is  this  the  time  to  make  the  pressure?  If 
the  United  States  were  governed  by  views  of  am- 
bition and  aggrandizement,  many  strong  reasons 


might  be  given  in  its  favor.  But  they  have  no 
objects  of  that  kind  to  accomplish  ;  none  which 
are  not  founded  in  justice,  and  which  can  be  in- 
jured by  forbearance.  Great  hope  is  entertained 
that  this  change  will  promote  the  happiness  of  the 
Spanish  nation.  The  good  order,  moderation,  and 
humanity  which  have  characterized  the  movement 
are  the  best  guarantees  of  its  success.  The  United 
States  would  not  be  justified  in  their  own  estima- 
tion should  they  take  any  step  to  disturb  its  har- 
mony. When  the  Spanish  Government  is  com- 
pletely organized,  on  the  principles  of  this  change, 
as  it  is  expected  it  soon  will  be,  there  is  just  ground 
to  presume  that  our  differences  with  Spain  will  be 
speedily  and  satisfactorily  settled. 

With  these  remarks,  I  submit  it  to  the  wisdom 
of  Congress  whether  it  will  not  still  be  advisable 
to  postpone  any  decision  on  this  subject  until  the 
next  session. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


RecaU  of  Mr.  Onie. 

Don  Ferdinand  the  Seventh,  King,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  of  Castile,  Leon,  and  Arragon,  of 
the  Two  Sicilies,  Jerusalem,  Navarre,  Granada, 
Toledo,  Valencia,  Gralicia,  Majorca,  Seville, 
Sardinia,  Cordova,  Corsica,  Murcia,  Jaen,  the 
Algarves,  Algesiras,  Gibraltar,  the  Canary 
islands ;  of  the  two  Indies,  and  of  the  islands  of 
the  ocean  sea  ;  Archduke  of  Austria  ;  Duke  of 
Burgundy,  of  Brabant,  and  Milan  ;  Count  of 
Hapsburg,  Flanders,  Tyrol,  and  Barcelona ; 
Lord  of  Biscav  and  Molina  :  To  my  great  and 
good  friends  tne  United  Slates  of  America: 

Great  and  Good  Friends:  It  having  been 
represented  to  us  by  Don  LuisdeOnis,  our  Envoy 
Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to 
you,  that  he  is  desirous  to  return  to  Europe,  for  the 
recovery  of  his  health,  we  have  thought  fit  to  grant 
him  the  necessary  permission  for  that  purpose. 
We  have,  therefore,  authorized  him  to  take  his 
leave  of  you,  and  have  charged  him,  in  so  doing, 
to  assure  you  of  our  constant  friendship  and  desire 
to  maintain  and  strengthen  the  ties  of  amity  now 
happily  subsisting  between  us.  On  his  faithful 
execution  of  these  our  commands,  we  rely  with 
confidence,  as  we  do  that  you  will  receive  with 
satisfaction  these  renewed  assurances. 

We  conclude  by  commending  you  to  God ;  and 
we  pray  that  he  would  have  you  in  his  safe  and 
holy  keeping.    Your  good  friend, 

FERDINAND. 
J.  J.  M.  DE  RUIZ  DEVALOS. 
A  true  copy : 

SAN  FERNANDO  Y  aUIROGA. 

Madrid,  ,  1819. 


Lhn  Luk  de  Onis  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Madrid,  January  27,  1820. 
Sir  :  Having  received  from  my  sovereign  an 
appointment  to  other  duties,  and  being  thereoy  de- 
prived of  the  satisfaction  of  presenting  to  the  Pres- 
ident the  letters  of  re-credence  of  the  King,  my 
master,  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  transmitting 
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them  to  you,  with  my  request  that  you  would  be 

Pleased  to  lay  them  before  his  Excellency  the 
resident,  to  whom  you  will  also  make  it  known 
that  His  Majesty,  on  deciding  to  terminate  my 
mission  to  your  Government,  has  commanded  me 
to  express  to  it  the  assurance  of  his  unalterable 
desire  to  maintain  the  strict  friendship  now  hap- 
pily subsisting  between  both  Powers. 

In  fulfilling  thefie  orders  of  my  sovereign,  per- 
mit me,  sir,  also  to  express  to  you  the  deep  sense 
I  entertain  of  the  personal  attentions  with  which  I 
was  honored  by  the  President,  bv  yourself  in  par- 
ticular, and  by  the  citizens  of  the  Union  in  gen- 
eral ;  and  to  add  the  assurance  that  it  will  ever  be 
to  me  a  subject  of  the  most  grateful  reflection,  if, 
in  the  discharge  of  my  duties,  and  in  the  execution 
of  the  orders  of  my  Government,  whose  object  it 
always  has  been  to  establish  the  most  perfect  har- 
mony between  the  two  countries.  I  shall  have 
been  so  fortunate  as  to  have  acquired  the  esteem 
of  the  President,  together  with  yours. 

I  pray  you,  sir,  to  receive  the  further  assurance 
of  my  distinguished  sentiments,  and  my  wish  that 
God  may  preserve  you  many  years. 

LUIS  DE  ONIS. 


you  this  our  letter  of  credence,  you  will  grant  him 
a  kind  and  favorable  reception,  giving  allfaith  and 
credit  to  what  he  shall  say  to  you  on  our  behalf. 
Done  at  Madrid,  this  I5th  day  of  December,  1819. 

FERDINAND. 
J.  J.  M.  DE  RUIZ  DEVALOS. 
A  true  copy : 

SAN  FERNANDO  Y  aUIROGA. 


Credential  letter  delivered  by  General    Vice^  to  the 
Pre»idmt  of  the  United  States 

Don  Ferdinand  the  Seventh,  King,  by  the  grace 
of  God,  of  Castile,  Leon,  and  Arragon,  of  the 
Two  Sicilies,  Jerusalem,  Navarre,  Granada,  To- 
ledo, Valencia,  Galicia,  Majorca,  Seville,  Sar- 
dinia, Cordova,  Corsica,  Murcia,  Jaen,  the  Al- 
garves, Algesiras,  Gibraltar,  the  Canary  islands ; 
of  the  two  Indies,  and  of  the  islands  of  the 
ocean  sea  ;  Archduke  of  Au>tria ;  Duke  of  Bur- 
gundy, of  Brabant,  and  Milan  ;  Count  of  Haps- 
burg, Flanders,  Tyrol,  and  Barcelona ;  Lord  of 
Biscay  and  of  Molina  :  To  my  great  and  good 
friends  the  United  States  of  America: 
Great  and  Good  Friends:  Being  animated 
by  the  most  sincere  desire  to  maintain  the  friend- 
ship and  good  understanding  happily  subsisting 
between  toth  countries,  and  it  being  necessary, 
to  that  end,  that  another  person,  possessing  our 
entire  confidence,  should  forthwith  be  deputed  to 
you  as  a  successor  to  our  late  Envoy  and  Minister 
Plenipotentiary,  Don   Luis  de  Onis,  to  whom  we 
have  granted  leave  to  return  to  Europe  for  the  re- 
establishment  of  his  health,  we  have  thought  fit 
to  confer  the  said  appointment  on  Don  Francisco 
Dionisio  Vives,  a  Major  General  of  our  Armies, 
Knight  of  the  third  class  of  the  Royal  and  Military 
Order  of  Saint  Ferdinand,  and  a  member  of  the 
Supreme  Council  of  the  said  order  ;  Knight  of  the 
Royal  and  Military  Order  of  St.  Hermenegildo  ; 
twice  honored  by  decrees  of  thanks  for  patriotic 
services;  decorated  with  the  North  Star  and  crosses 
of  honor  for  distinguished  conduct  and  valor  at 
the  battles  of  Albuera,  Sorauren,  Lugo,  Tamanes, 
and  Medina  del  Campo,  also  at  the  surrender  of 
Villa  Franca  to  the  army  of  the  left ;  he  uniting 
the  requisite  qualifications  for  the  discharge  of  the 
said  trust : 
We  therefore  hope  that,  on  his  presenting  to 


Extract  of  a  letter  frw,i  Mr.  Forsyth  {marked  private) 
to  Mr.  Adams,  dated 

January  28,  1820. 

General  Vives  left  this  place  on  the  25th  for 
Paris,  on  his  way  to  Washington.  He  went  post 
to  France,  and  I  am  informed  is  directed  to  remain 
as  short  a  time  as  possible  in  Paris.  He  goes  to 
England  to  embark  for  the  United  States.  The 
alteration  in  his  mode  of  travelling,  and  the  direc- 
tions he  has  received  not  to  delay,  give  me  some 
hope  that  he  will  arrive  in  America  time  enough 
to  prevent  the  necessity  of  doing  that  without  the 
consent  of  Spain  which  the  American  Grovernment 
prefers  to  do  with  her  consent. 

I  send  this  by  the  way  of  Gibraltar,  that  the 
earliest  notice  may  be  had  of  General  Vives's 
movements.  In  the  course  of  the  coming  week  I 
shall  write  officially,  and  enclose  a  copy  of  my 
answer  to  the  Duke  of  San  Fernando's  last  note, 
written  to  inform  me  of  General  Vives's  appoint- 
ment. 


[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Forejth's  despatch  of  January,  28.] 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  the  Dtike  ofSa7i  Ffrnando  and  Quiroga, 

First  Minister  of  State,  dated 

Madrid,  January  27,  1820. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Ex- 
cellency's official  of  the  16th  December,  giving  me 
notice  of  the  appointment  of  the  Mariscal-del- 
Campo  Don  Francisco  Dionisio  Vives  as  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States.  According 
to  the  request  of  your  Excellency,  I  communicated, 
by  the  first  convenient  opportunity  that  occurred, 
a  copy  of  your  note  to  the  American  Government. 

The  appointment  of  the  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary has  been  so  long  delayed,  his  departure  so 
much  procrastinated,  his  route  to  the  United  States 
is  so  circuitous,  and  his  movements  are  so  delib- 
erate, that  I  very  much  apprehend  he  will  find,  on 
his  arrival,  the  determination,  before  now  taken 
by  the  American  Grovernment,  executed.  His 
Catholic  Majesty  may  be  assured  by  your  Excel- 
lency that,  should  this  be  the  case,  the  American 
Grovernment  will  nevertheless,  governed  by  that 
temper  of  conciliation  which  has  at  all  times 
marlced  its  policy,  give  any  explanations  which 
may,  in  the  spirit  of  amity,  be  asked  in  the  name 
of  the  King. 

Your  Excellency  views  it  as  superfluous  to  con- 
tinue discussions  here  of  the  points  of  the  transac- 
tion with  which  His  Majesty's  Minister  goes 
charged,  and  as  likely  to  embarrass  the  course  of 
the  direct  negotiation.  As  to  the  future,  I  have 
to  inform  your  Excellency  that  I  have  no  direc- 
tions to  discuss  any  of  those  points;  and  certainly 


I 


:  I 


.( 


\i 


T 


li^ 


\h 


! 


1407 


APPENDIX, 


1408 


Spain — Ratification  of  the  TfKity  of  1819. 


I  have  received  here  very  slender  encouragement 
voluntarily  to  encounter  them.  My  duty,  in  re- 
gard to  the  convention,  was  terminated  when  1 
Had  the  honor  to  send  you  the  remonstrance  of  the 
18th  of  October,  which  has  given  rise  to  an  un- 
pleasant question  between  us.  From  circum- 
stances well  known  to  your  Excellency,  I  under- 
stand that  the  observations  quoted  have  reference 
also  to  that  question.  With  this  understanding, 
I  give  you  the  strongest  proof  in  my  power  of  ray 
anxious  desire  to  promote  harmony  between  the 
two  nations,  by  taking  upon  myself  the  responsi- 
bility of  having  so  long  withheld  the  return  of  the 
remonstrance,  and  in  determining  still  longer  to 
retain  it  in  my  hands.  I  do  this  with  the  confi- 
dent expectation  that  the  justice  of  His  Catholic 
Majesty  has,  in  the  powers  given  to  General  Vives, 
rendered  a  further  recurrence  to  that  unhappy  af- 
fair altogether  unnecessary.  While  I  give  to  your 
Excellency  this  proof  of  my  wishes  to  conciliate, 
I  must  repeat  that  I  hold  it  as  unquestionably  my 
right  to  have  that  paper,  or  any  other  I  may  deem 
it  necessary  to  send,  laid  before  your  Excellency's 
royal  master  for  his  perusal  and  consideration ; 
holding  myself  responsible  to  ray  own  Govern- 
ment only  for  the  language  in  which  it  may  be 
expressed,  or  the  sentiments  it  raay  contain. 

I  renew  to  your  Excellency  the  assurances  of 
my  profound  consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

The  Duke  of  San  Ferna.ndo  y  Q,i'iroga. 


Mr.  Gallaiin  totht  Secretary  of  State. 

Paris,  February  15,  1820. 

Sir  :  General  Vives,  the  new  Minister  of  Spain 
to  the  United  Stales,  arrived  at  Paris  on  the  11th 
instant,  and  left  it  on  the  14th  for  London,  with 
the  intention  to  embark  at  Liverpool  in  the  New 
York  packet  which  will  sail  on  the  1st  day  of 
March. 

Mr.  Pasquier,  after  having  seen  him,  invited 
me  to  an  interview  on  the  12th,  and  said  that  he 
was  in  hopes  that  the  differences  might  still  be 
adjusted.  General  Vives  had  told  him  that  the 
principal  points  with  Spain  were,  that  the  honor 
of  the  Crown  should  be  saved  (mis  a  convert)  in 
the  business  of  the  grants,  and  to  receive  satisfac- 
tory evidence  of  our  intention  to  preserve  a  fair 
neutrality  in  the  colonial  war.  Mr.  Pasquier  had 
observed  to  him  that  it  would  be  a  matter  of  deep 
regret  that  private  interest  should  prevent  the  con- 
clusion of  such  an  important  arrangement ;  and 
that,  when  it  was  clear  that  there  had  been  at 
least  a  misunderstanding  on  the  subject,  the  King's 
dignity  could  not  be  injured  by  a  resumption  of 
the  grants,  or  by  an  exchange  for  other  lands.  He 
seemed  to  think  that  this  would  be  arranged,  and 
asked  me  what  I  thought  we  could  do  respecting 
the  other  point.  I  answered  that  the  fullest  reli- 
ance might  be  placed  on  the  fairness  of  our  neu- 
trality, and  that  I  was  really  at  a  loss  to  know 
what  could  be  added  to  the  measures  the  United 
States  had  already  adopted  to  enforce  it.  Mr. 
Pasquier  gave  me  to  understand  that,  if  there  was 
any  defect,  however  trifling,  in  our  laws,  and  that 


was  amended,  it  would  probably  be  sufficient  to 
satisfy  the  pride  of  Spain,  as  there  now  appeared 
a  real  desire  to  ratify,  provided  it  could  be  done 
without  betraying  a  glaring  inconsistency.  He 
had  expressed  to  General  Vives  his  opinion  of  the 
impropriety  of  asking  from  the  United  States  any 
promise  not  to  recognise  the  independence  of  the 
insurgent  colonies,  and  had  told  him  that  on  that 
subject  Spain  could  only  rely  on  the  moral  effect 
which  a  solemn  treaty,  accommodating  all  her 
differences  with  the  United  States,  would  have  on 
their  future  proceedings. 

I  expressed  ray  hope  that  the  explanation  which 
General  Vivos  was  instructed  to  give  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  grants,  and  to  ask  on  that  of  our  neu- 
trality, might  be  such  as  to  remove  all  the  existing 
difficulties.  But  it  was  most  important  that  he 
should  arrive  in  the  United  States  before  the  ad- 
journment of  Congress,  and  that  he  should  be  the 
bearer  of  the  King's  ratification  of  the  treaty,  so 
that,  if  every  thing  was  arranged,  those  ratifica- 
tions might  be  at  once  exchanged  at  Washington. 
If  that  was  not  done,  the  President  would  have  no 
more  security  that  the  King  would  ratify  GJeneral 
Vives's  than  Mr.  Onis's  acts:  and  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  suppose  that  he  would  run  the  risk  of  a  sec- 
ond disappointment.  This  observation  forcibly 
struck  Mr.  Pasquier,  who  said  that  he  would  make 
further  inquiries  on  that  point. 

I  saw,  the  same  evening,  the  Spanish  Ambassa- 
dor at  this  Court,  and,  in  the  course  of  a  short 
conversation,  he  suggested  that  the  grants  in  dis- 
pute might  be  set  aside,  the  grantees  not  having 
fulfilled  certain  conditions  or  formalities ;  and, 
after  acknowledging  that  General  Vives  was  not 
the  bearer  of  the  King's  ratification,  he  hinted  that 
he  was  authorized  to  give  the  United  States  satis- 
factory security  that  Spain  would  fulfil  her  en- 


gagements 


On  the  13th  I  dined  at  the  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs'  with  General  Vives,  who  repeated  to  me 
in  substance  what  he  had  said  to  Mr.  Pasquier.  I 
told  him  that  the  President  would  judge  of  the 
explanations  he  had  to  give  on  the  subject  of  the 
grants;  that  he  might  rely  on  the  determination 
of  the  United  States  to  preserve  their  neutrality, 
and  not  less  on  the  manner  in  which  the  laws  for 
enforcing  it  were  executed,  than  on  the  tenor  of 
those  laws,  which,  I  observed,  were,  and  had  al- 
ways been,  more  full  and  efficient  than  those  of 
either  England  or  France  on  the  same  subject ; 
that  I  could  not  say  whether  the  question  of  recog- 
nising the  independence  of  the  insurgent  colonies 
would  be  agitated  during  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  but  that,  if  it  was,  the  decision  would 
probably  have  taken  place  before  his  arrival. 

I  then  repeated  what  I  had  said  to  Mr.  Pasquier 
respecting  the  importance  of  his  being  authorized 
to  exchange  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty.  He 
answ^ered  that,  although  he  was  not,  he  could,  in 
case  of  an  arrangement,  give  satisfactory  security 
to  the  United  States,  and  that  it  would  consist  in 
consenting  that  they  should  take  immediate  pos- 
session of  Florida,  without  waiting  for  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty. 

General   Vives  repeated,  in  the  course  of  the 
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evening,  the  same  thing  to  Mr.  Pasquier,  with 
whom  I  bad  afterwards  a  short  conversation  on 
the  subject.  He  seemed  extremely  astonished  that 
the  Spanish  Government  should  have  adopted  that 
course  rather  than  lo  authorize  their  Minister  to 
exchange  at  once  the  ratifications.  Since,  how- 
ever, the  measure  they  proposed  coincided  with  the 
views  of  the  President  as  stated  in  his  Message, 
and  would,  at  all  events,  prevent  a  rupture,  we 
both  agreed  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  com- 
municating to  you  General  Vives's  declarations. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &,c. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 


Elxtrcurt  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Forsyth,  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary of  the  United  States  iu  Spain,  to  Mr. 
Adains,  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

Maorio,  February  15,  1820. 

By  the  return  of  Lieutenant  Weaver  who  came 
to  this  place  yesterday,  with  a  letter  from  Captain 
Stewart,  I  have  a  convenient  opportunity  of  send- 
ing, enclosed,  a  copy  of  my  last  note  to  the  Duke 
of  San  Fernando,  (No.  1,)  dated  the  day  after 
Greneral  Vives  left  Madrid.  It  was  written  in 
conformity  to  what  I  believe,  from  the  Message  at 
the  opening  of  Congress,  to  be  the  wishes  of  the 
President.  If  in  this  I  should  unhappily  be  mis- 
taken, the  affair  stands  in  such  a  state  that  I  can 
at  any  moment  correct  the  error.  Having  in- 
formed this  Government  that  I  only  detain  the 
remonstrance,  I  can  at  any  moment  present  it  if 
directed  so  to  do,  or  if  I  shall  be  satisfied  that  the 
King  has  not  given  such  authority  to  General 
Vives  as  will  render  unnecessary  a  recurrence  to 
this  disgraceful  business. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Adams. 

March  30,  1820. 
Soon  after  the  change  of  Government  was  offi- 
cially made  known  to  me,  I  determined  to  see  the 
Duke  of  San  Fernando  respecting  our  affairs,  to 
learn  if  the  powers  given  to  Vives  were  such  that 
no  bad  effect  would  be  produced  by  the  recent 
events  upon  the  relations  of  Spain  with  the  United 
States,  and  to  endeavor  to  procure,  in  this  season 
of  generous  feelings,  the  release  of  the  Americans 
in  confinement.  Waiting  a  few  days  for  the 
first  bustle  to  be  over,  the  Duke  was  renrioved  from 
office,  and  a  further  delay  unexpectedly  occurred. 
As  the  new  secretary  was  not  expected  for  some 
time,  on  the  27th  I  asked,  by  a  written  note,  for 
an  interview  with  Mr.  Jabat,  who  had  charge  of 
the  office;  it  was  appointed  for  the  29lh.  I  saw 
him  at  the  time  fixed,  and  had  a  very  long  conver- 
sation with  him.  I  stated  the  objects  I  had  in 
view;  he  answered  with  great  frankness.  The 
substance  of  what  I  learned  from  him  is,  that 
General  Vives  did  not  carry  the  treaty  ratified  by 
the  United  States;  that  the  King,  having  taken 
the  oath  to  observe  the  constitution,  could  not  now 
ratify ;  that  instructions  had  been  just  prepared  for 
General  Vives  to  apprize  him  of  the  change  that 
had  taken  place,  and  of  the  want  of  power  in  the 
King  to  act  further  in  the  business ;  the  whole 
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matter  would  be  laid   before  the  Cortes,  and  the 
Minister  had  no  doubt  it  would  be  arranged  to  the 
mutual  satisfaction  of  the  two  Governments,  as 
the  Cortes  would  probably  be  composed  of  the 
most  liberal  and  enlightened  men  of  the  nation — 
men  who  had  the  disposition,  the  ability,  and  the 
courage  to  give  and  to  act  upon  good  counsel. 
He  spoke  of  the  resemblance  ot  the  institutions  of 
the  two  nations,  and  of  his  anxious  wish  to  see 
thfmon  the  best  terms.     Of  the  American  prison- 
ers he  professed  a  desire  to  do  what  would   be 
agreeable  to  us,  and  would  bring  the  subject  before 
the  King.     For  this  object  it  was  agreed  upon 
between  us  that  I  should  address  him  an  official 
note;  a  copy  of  it  (marked  No.  6)  is  enclosed. 
It  was  prepared  immediately  after  the  interview, 
and  sent  on  the  30th.     Mr.  Jabat  asked  me,  in 
turn,  what  would  be  the  determination  of  our  G<)v- 
ernment  in  this  new  state  of  things.     I  replied  that 
I  was  exceedingly  disappointed  to  learn  that  Gen- 
eral Vives  had  not  the  ratified  treaty  to  exchange 
in  the  United  States;  that  I  apprehended  his  go- 
ing without  it  would  produce  a  very  bad  effect; 
and  that  I  had  no  doubt  there  would  be  an  imme- 
diate occupation  of  Florida,  as  recommended  by 
the  President  to  Congress ;  that  we  had  always 
the  strongest  desire  to  be  friendly  with  Spain — a 
desire  which  recent  circumstances  would  increase. 
I  was  perfectly  aware  that  the  King  had  no  power 
to  ratny,  and  trusted,  with  him,  that  every  thing 
would  be  arranged  ..satisfactorily  when  the  Cortes 
assembled.  In  the  meantime,  I  hoped  that  nounpro- 
pitious  effect  on  the  dispositions  of  this  Government 
would  be  produced  by  the  measures  we  should  have 
been  reluctantly  compelled  to  take.    I  expressed  the 
greatest  satisfaction  at  the  prospect  of  a  favorable 
answer  to  the  application  in  favor  of  the  confined 
Americans,  and  assured  him  it  woutd  be  considered 
as  a  conclusive  proof,  on  the  part  of  Spain,  of  a 
desire  to  do  us  justice  and  kindness  in  all  things. 
The  revolution  will  produce  the  best  effects  for  us, 
if  a  judgment  is  to  be  formed  from  the  language 
of  the  people  in  office  and  of  those  out  of  office. 
The  Government  of  the  United  States  is  considered, 
with  reason,  more  friendly  to  them  than  any  other. 
The  European  Governments,  without  exception, 
see,  in  the  change  which  has  been  produced  here, 
a  dangerous  example  to  their  people,  and  speculate 
with  dread  upon  its  probable  effect.     I  had  sup- 
posed that  the  influence  of  Great  Britain  would 
be  very  great  under  the  new  order  of  things ;  at 
present,  there  is  a  very  wholesome  jealousy  and 
prejudice  against  that  Government  existing  among 
the  people,  and  carefully  cherished  by  the  ruling 
men.     It  is  to  be  traced,  in  part,  to  the  conduct  of 
the  English  on  the  return  of  the  King  from  his 
captivity  ;  they  were  supposed  to  have  had  some 
agency  in  preventing  at  that  time  the  King's  ac- 
ceptance ol  the  constitution.     The  language  used 
here  is,  there  are  but  two  free  nations — the  Span- 
iards and  the  people  of  the  United  States;  the 
English  were  free,  but  have  been  recently  enslaved 
by  their  Ministry  and  Parliament.     I  hope  that, 
before  Greneral  Vives  receives  and  communicates 
to  the  President  the  change  in  the  Government, 
Florida  will  be  occupied  by  us,  or  at  least  that 
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Congress  will  have  passed  a  law  in  such  terms  as 
to  render  it  obligatory  upon  the  President  to  take 
it.  Delaying  to  take  it  until  the  news  is  received 
of  the  establishment  of  a  free  Government  and  lib- 
eral institutions  here,  might  be  injurious ;  at  pres- 
ent, every  body  here  expects  it  will  be  seized,  and 
the' event  will  have  no  bad  effect  unless  it  can,  by 
misrepresentation,  be  made  to  appear  the  conse- 
quence of  the  recent  events  in  Spain.  It  is  import- 
ant that  Florida  should  be  iu  our  possession  when 
the  Cortes  deliberate  on  the  treaty.  The  defect 
of  granted  authority  in  that  body  to  cede  territory 
was  not  adverted  to  by  Mr.  Jabat,  and  has  probably 
escaped  notice.  The  general  assertion,  that  the 
sovereignty  resides  essentially  in  the  nation,  which 
is  represented  by  the  Cortes,  would  no  doubt  be 
considered  sufficient  when  the  territory  was  held 
by  us;  it  might  admit  of  dispute  if  it  was  not. 
You  will  perceive  that  two  deputies  from  Cuba 
and  the  Floridas  are  to  be  in  the  Cortes.  Before 
July  I  hope  to  receive  from  you  particular  and 
special  instructions  on  this  and  all  other  subjects 
connected  with  our  interests.  During  the  Cortes 
would  be  the  most  favorable  time  for  a  commer- 
cial arrangement,  if  one  is  to  be  made  here  ;  and  I 
indulge  the  belief  that,  should,  as  is  probable,  the 
business  of  Florida  be  amicably  arranged,  an  ad- 
vantageous commercial  treaty  may  be  formed.  I 
look  with  anxiety  for  directions  from  you,  formed 
upon  the  determination  Congress  may  have  made. 


V.  ■ 


IP 


Gmercd  Don  Francisco  Dioni^io  Vives  to  the  Seccretary 

of  State. 
Washington,  Apra  14,  1820. 

Sir  :  In  conformity  with  the  orders  of  my  Gov- 
ernment, which  were  communicated  to  Mr.  For- 
syth on  the  16th  of  December  last  by  His  Excel- 
lency the  Duke  of  San  Fernando  and  Quiroga, 
and  with  the  earnest  desire  of  the  King,  my  mas- 
ter, to  see  a  speedy  adjustment  of  the  existing  dif- 
ficulties which  obstruct  the  establishment,  on  a 
permanent  basis,  of  the  good  understanding  so 
obviously  required  by  the  interests  of  both  Powers, 
I  have  the  honor  to  address  you,  and  frankly  to 
state  to  you  that  my  august  Sovereign,  after  a  ma- 
ture and  deliberate  examination,  in  full  council,  of 
the  treaty  of  22d  February  of  the  last  year,  saw, 
with  great  regret,  that,  in  its  tenor,  it  was  very  far 
from  embracing  all  the  measures  indispensably 
requisite  to  that  degree  of  stability  which,  from  his 
sense  of  justice,  he  was  anxious  to  see  established 
in  the  settlement  of  the  existing  differences  between 
the  two  nations. 

The  system  of  hostility  which  appears  to  be 
pursued  in  so  many  parts  of  the  Union  against 
the  Spanish  dominions,  as  well  as  agamst  the 
property  of  all  their  inhabitants,  is  so  public  and 
notorious,  that  to  enter  into  detail  would  only 
serve  to  increase  the  causes  of  dissatisfaction.  I 
may  be  allowed,  however,  to  remark  that  they 
have  been  justly  denounced  to  the  public  of  the 
United  States  even  by  some  of  their  own  fellow- 
citizens. 

Such  a  state  of  things,  therefore,  in  which  indi- 
Tiduals  may  be  considered  as  being  at  war  while 


their  Governments  are  at  peace  with  each  other, 
is  diametrically  opposed  to  the  mutual  and  sincere 
friendship  and  to  the  good  understanding  which  it 
was  the  object  of  the  treaty  (though  the  attempt 
has  failed)  to  establish,  and  of  the  immense  sacri- 
fices consented  to  by  His  Majesty  to  promote. 

These  alone  were  motives  of  sufficient  weight 
imperiously  to  dictate  the  propriety  of  suspending 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  even  although  the 
American  envoy  had  not  at  first  announced,  in 
the  name  of  his  Government,  and  subsequently 
required  of  that  of  Spain  a  declaration  which 
tended  directly  to  annul  one  of  its  most  clear,  pre- 
cise, and  conclusive  articles,  even  after  the  signa- 
ture and  ratification  of  the  treaty. 

The  King,  my  master,  influenced  by  considera- 
tions so  powerful  as  to  carry  with  them  the  fullest 
evidence,  has  therefore  judged  it  necessary  and  in- 
dispensable, in  the  exercise  of  his  duties  as  a  sov- 
ereign, to  request  certain  explanations  of  your  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  he  has,  in  consequence,  given  me 
his  commands  to  propose  to  it  the  following  points, 
in  the  discussion  and  final  arrangement  of  which 
it  seems  proper  that  the  relative  state  of  the  two 
nations  should  be  taken  into  full  consideration : 

That  the  United  States,  taking  into  due  consid- 
eration the  scandalous  system  of  piracy  estab- 
lished in  and  carried  on  from  several  of  their 
ports,  will  adopt  measures,  satisfactory  and  efliec- 
tual,  to  repress  the  barbarous  excesses  and  unex- 
ampled depredations  daily  committed  upon  Spain, 
her  possessions,  and  properties,  so  as  to  satisiv 
what  is  due  to  international  rights,  and  is  equally 
claimed  by  the  honor  of  the  American  people. 

That,  in  order  to  put  a  total  stop  to  any  future 
armaments,  and  to  prevent  all  aid  whatsoever 
being  afforded  from  any  part  of  the  Union,  which 
may  be  intended  to  be  directed  agaii)>t  and  em- 
ployed in  the  invasion  of  His  Catholic  Majesty's 
possessions  in  North  America,  the  United  Slates 
will  agree  to  offer  a  pledge  (a  dar  wiu  seffuridad) 
that  their  integrity  shall  be  respected. 

And,  finally,  that  they  will  form  no  relations 
with  the  pretended  Governments  of  the  revolted 
provinces  of  Spain  situate  beyond  sea,  and  will 
conform  to  the  course  of  proceeding  adopted,  in 
this  respect,  by  other  Powers  in  amity  with  Spain. 
In  submitting  to  you  these  just  and  natural  de- 
mands. I  have  received  the  orders  of  the  King,  my 
master,  to  make  known  to  the  President  that  they 
would  have  been  regularly  communicated  to  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at 
Madrid,  if,  in  the  excess  of  his  zeal,  he  had  not, 
at  an  early  period,  been  induced  to  express  himself 
in  terms  disrespectful  to  the  dignity  of  His  Ma- 
jesty; and  I  am,  at  the  same  time,  commanded  to 
give  the  assurance  that,  in  alluding  to  an  incident 
of  so  unpleasant  a  nature,  it  is  not  intended  to 
make  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Forsyth  a  subject  of 
complaint,  but  merely  to  make  your  Government 
fully  acquainted  with  the  motives  of  my  august 
Sovereign  in  adopting  the  resolution  as  already 
stated. 

I  flatter  myself  that  the  President,  on  an  atten- 
tive examination  of  the  contents  of  this  note,  en- 
tirely dictated  by  sentiments  of  justice,  will  see 
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a  decisive  evidence  of  the  sincere  desire  of  the 
King,  my  master,  to  attain  with  promptitude  the 
definitive  settlement  of  a  transaction  no  less  im- 
portant in  itself  than  it  is  essential  to  the  mutual 
interests  of  the  two  countries. 

I  eagerly  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  assure 
you  of  my  perfect  respect  and  highest  considera- 
tion.    I  pray  that  God  may  long  preserve  you. 
FRANCISCO  D.  VIVES. 


The  Secretary  of  StcUe  to  General  Don  Francisco  Dio- 
nijtio  Vicen,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  from  Spain. 

Department  of  State, 

Washinfft(»i,  April  18, 1820. 

Sir  :  Before  replying  to  the  letter  which  I  have 
had  the  honor  of  receiving  from  you,  dated  the  14th 
instant,  I  am  directed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  request  a  copy  of  your  full  pow- 
ers, and  to  be  informed  whether  you  are  the  bearer 
of  the  ratification  by  His  Catholic  Majesty  of  the 
treaty  siloed  on  the  22d  of  February,  1819,  by 
Don  Luis  de  Onis ;  and  are  ready,  in  the  event 
of  suitable  explanations  being  given  upon  the 
points  mentioned  in  your  letter,  to  exchange  the 
same  for  the  ratification  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  if  the  Senate  should  advise  and  consent 
that  such  exchange  of  ratifications  should  now  be 
accepted. 

Please  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  distin- 
guished consideration. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 


Geiural  Don  Francisco  Diouisvo  Vives  to  tlie  Secretary 

of  State. 

Washington,  April  19,  1820. 

Sir  :    In  answer  to  your  note  of  yesterday's 
^    date,  and  in  compliance  with  the  request  stated  in 
its  first  point,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy 
of  my  full  powers. 

I  have  at  the  same  time  to  inform  you  that  I 
am  not  the  bearer  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty 
of  the  22d  of  February,  1819,  signed  by  Don  Luis 
de  Onis  ;  nor  does  it  seem  agreeable  to  the  natural 
course  of  things,  and  to  established  usage,  that  a 
treaty  should  be  ratified  previous  to  a  removal  of 
the  obstacles  which  have  expressly  caused  the 
suspension  of  its  ratification ;  but  I  am  enabled 
to  assure  you  that  I  am  fully  authorized  to  offer  a 
solemn  promise,  in  the  name  of  the  King,  my 
master,  that,  if  the  result  of  the  proposals  pre- 
sented in  my  first  note  be  satisfactory,  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty  will  be  attended  with  no  further 
delay  than  the  time  indispensably  necessary  for 
the  arrival  at  Madrid  of  one  of  the  gentlemen 
attached  to  my  legation,  who  has  accompanied 
me  for  that  especial  purpose. 

I  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  a.ssurance  of  my  dis- 
tinguished consideration,  and  I  pray  God  long  to 
preserve  you. 

FRANCISCO  D.  VIVES. 

John  Q,uincy  Adams, 

•  Secretary  of  StaU. 


Full  power  of  General  Vives. 
Don  Ferdinand  the  Seventh,  King,  by  the  grace 
of  Grod,  of  Castile,  Leon,  and  Arragon,  of  the 
Two  Sicilies,  Jerusalem,  Navarre,  Granada, 
Toledo,  Valencia,  Galicia,  Majorca,  Seville, 
Sardinia,  Cordova,  Corsica,  Murcia,  Jaen,  the 
Algarves,  Gibraltar,  the  Canary  islands,  of  both 
Indies,  and  of  the  isles  of  the  ocean  ;  Archduke 
of  Austria ;  Duke  of  Burgundy,  Brabant,  and 
Milan ;  Count  of  Hapsburg,  Flanders,  Tyrol, 
and  Barcelona ;  Lord  of  Biscay  and  of  Moli- 
na, dec. 

The  state  of  peace,  amity,  and  good  understand- 
ing, now  happily  subsisting  between  us  and  the 
United  States  of  North  America,  being  favorable 
to  the  mutual  and  amicable  adjustment  and  settle- 
ment of  all  existing  differences  between  the  two 
Governments  ;  and  it  being  expedient  to  that  end 
to  authorize  a  person  having  our  confidence,  and 
possessed  of  the  requisite  information,  experience, 
and  political  knowledge  for  so  important  a  trust, 
which  qualities  uniting  in  you,  Don  Francisco 
Dionisio  Vives,  a  Major  General  in  our  service,  a 
Knight  of  the  Royal  and  Military  Order  of  San 
Fernando,  and  member  of  the  Supreme  Council 
of  the  said  Order,  a  Knight  of  the  Royal  and  Mil- 
itary Order  of  San  Hermenegildo,  twice  honored 
by  decrees  of  thanks  for  public  services,  decorated 
with  the  Order  of  the  North  Star  and  crosses  of 
honor  for  distinguished  conduct  and  valor  at  the 
battles  of  Albuera,  Sorauren,  Lugo,  Tamanes,  and 
Medina  del  Campo,  the  surrender  of  Villa  Franca 
del  Vierzo,  in  the  operations  of  the  army  of  the  left 
at  the  sieges  of  Pampeluna  and  Bayonne,  and  our 
Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary to  the  abovenamed  States: 

We  have  authorized,  and  by  these  presents  we 
do  authorize  you,  granting  you  full  power,  in  the 
most  ample  form,  to  meet  and  confer  with  such 
person  or  persons  as  may  be  duly  authorized  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and  with  him 
or  them  to  settle,  conclude,  and  sign  whatsoever 
you  may  judge  necessary  to  the  best  arrangement 
of  all  points  depending  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments ;  promising,  as  we  do  hereby  promise  upon 
the  faith  and  word  of  a  King,  to  approve,  ratify, 
and  fulfil  such  articles  or  agreements  as  you  may 
conclude  and  sign. 
In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  commanded  the 
present  to  be  issued,  signed  by  us,  sealed  with 
our  privy  seal,  and  countersigned  by  the  un- 
dersigned, our  principal  Secretary  of  State 
and  of  Universal  Despatch.     Given  at  Mad- 
rid, the  15th  of  December,  1819. 

I,  THE  KING. 
J.  J.  M.  DE  RUIZ  DEVALOS. 


The  Secretary  of  State  to  General  Don  Francisco  Dio- 
nisio Vives. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  21,  1820. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  express  to  you  the  surprise  and  con- 
cern with  whicn  he  has  learned  that  you  are  not 
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the  bearer  of  the  ratification  by  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty of  the  treaty  si^ed  on  the  22d  February, 
1819,  by  Don  Lais  de  Onis,  by  virtue  of  a  full 
power  equally  comprehensive  with  that  which  you 
have  now  produced — a  full  power,  by  which  His 
Catholic  Majesty  promised,  "on  the  faith  and 
word  of  a  King,  to  approve,  ratify,  and  fulfil  what- 
soever might  be  stipulated  and  signed  by  him." 
By  the  universal  usage  of  nations,  nothing  can 


be  at  once  an  unprofitable  waste  of  time,  and  a 
course  incompatible  with  the  dignity  of  this  nation, 
to  give  explanations  which  are  to  lead  to  no  satis- 
factory result,  and  to  resume  a  negotiation  the 
conclusion  of  which  can  no  longer  be  deferred. 

Be  pleased  to  accept  the  assurances  of  my  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


release  a  sovereign 


from  the  obligation  of  a  pro- 


mise thus  made,  except  the  proof  that  his  Minis 
ter,  so  empowered,  has  been  faithless  to  his  trust, 
by  tran.<icending  his  in.structions. 

Your  sovereign  has  not  proved, nor  even  alleged, 
that  Mr.  Onis  had  transcended  his  instructions ; 
on  the  contrary,  with  the  credential  letter  which 
you  have  delivered,  the  President  has  learned  that 
he  has  been  relieved  from  the  mission  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  only  to  receive  a  new  proof  of  the  con- 
tinued confidence  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  in  the 
appointment  to  another  mission  of  equal  dignity 
and  importance. 

On  the  faith  of  this  promise  of  the  King,  the 
treaty  was  signed  and  ratified  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  ;  and  contained  a  stipulation  that 
it  should  also  be  ratified  by  His  Catholic  Majesty, 
so  that  the  ratifications  should,  within  six  months 
from  the  date  of  its  signature,  be  exchanged. 

In  withholding  this  promised  ratification  be- 
yond the  stipulated  period.  His  Catholic  Majesty 
made  known  to  the  President  that  he  should  forth- 
with despatch  a  person  possessing  entirely  his 
confidence  to  ask  certain  explanations  which 
were  deemed  by  him  necessary  previous  to  the 
performance  of  nis  promise  to  execute  the  ratifi- 
cation. 

The  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  Madrid 
was  enabled,  and  offered,  to  give  all  the  explana- 
tions which  could  justly  be  required  in  relation  to 
the  treaty.  Your  Government  declined  even  to 
make  known  to  him  their  character ;  and  they 
are  now,  after  the  lapse  of  more  than  a  year,  first 
officially  disclosed  by  you. 

I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  inform  you 
that  explanations  which  ought  to  be  satisfactory 
to  your  Government  will  readily  be  given  upon 
all  the  points  mentioned  in  your  letter  of  the  14th 
instant ;  but  that  he  considers  none  of  them,  in 
the  present  state  of  the  relations  between  the  two 
countries,  as  points  for  discussion.     It  is  indis- 
ensable  that,  before  entering  into  any  new  nego- 
tiation between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  that 
relating  to  the  treaty  already  signed  should   be 
closed.     If,  upon  receiving  the  explanations  which 
your  Grovernment  has  asked,  and  which  I  am  pre- 
pared to  give,  you  are  authorized  to  issue  orders 
to  the  Spanish  officers  commanding  in  Florida  to 
deliver  up  to  those  of  the  United  States  who  may 
be  authorized  to  receive  it,  immediate  posse^sion 
of  the  province,  conformably  to  the  stipulations  of 
the  treaty,  the  President,  if  such  shall  be  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  will  wait,  with 
such  possession  given,  for  the  ratification  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty ;  till  your  messenger  shall  have 
time  to  proceed  to  Madrid ;  but,  if  you  have  no 
•uch  authority,  the  President  considers  it  would 


Gdneral  Don  Francisco  D-ioniiio  TtcM  to  the  Secretary 

of  State. 
Washington,  April  24,  1820. 

Sir  :  In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  note 
of  the  21st  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  remark, 
in  the  first  place,  that  you  appear  to  have  miscon- 
ceived a  material  part  of  my  letter  of  the  14th,  by 
reproducing  arguments  which  have  been  already 
sufficiently  refuted  by  ray  Government.  You 
will,  therefore,  excuse  me  from  reviving  them 
here,  in  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  question  whe- 
ther a  Sovereign  is  or  is  not  bound  to  ratify  what 
may  have  been  signed  by  his  negotiator,  it  being 
well  known  that  various  instances  maybe  cited  of 
cases  in  which  the  ratification  of  a  treaty  has  been 
justly  suspended,  without  alleging,  as  the  motive 
for  so  doing,  that  the  negotiator  had  transcended 
his  powers  or  instructions.  There  may,  unques- 
tionably, be  other  reasons  sufficiently  valid  to  ex- 
onerate him  from  the  obligation  of  ratifying,  sup- 
posing that  to  have  been  the  case. 

It  is  evident  that  the  scandalous  proceedings  of 
a  number  of  American  citizens,  the  decisions  of 
several  of  the  courts  of  the  Union,  and  the  crimi- 
nal expedition  set  on  foot  within  it  for  the  inva- 
sion ol  His  Majesty's  possessions  in  North  Amer- 
ica, at  the  very  period  when  the  ratification  was 
still  pending,  were  diametrically  opposite  to  the 
most  sacred  principles  of  amity,  and  to  the  nature 
and  essence  of  the  treaty  itself.  The^e  hostile  pro- 
ceedings were,  notwithstanding,  tolerated  by  the 
Federal  Government,  and  thus  the  evil  was  daily 
aggravated  ;  so  that  the  belief  generally  prevailed 
throughout  Europe  that  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  by  Spain,  and  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
independence  of  her  rebellious  transatlantic  colo- 
nies by  the  United  States,  would  be  simultaneous 
acts.  The  pretensions  advanced  by  Mr.  Forsyth, 
in  relation  to  the  eighth  article,  were  also  evidently 
calculated  to  render  that  treaty  illusory.  It  is, 
therefore,  not  possible  to  assign  reasons  more  pow- 
erful, or  more  completely  justificatory  of  the  sov- 
ereign resolution  of  the  King,  ray  master,  to  sus- 
pend his  ratification  of  that  instrument. 

In  my  first  note,  I  also  hinted  at  the  ofifensive 
terms  employed  by  the  American  Minister  at 
Madrid,  from  the  very  outset;  which  you  notice 
no  further  than  by  taking  up  the  second  point, 
upon  which  the  one  which  I  now  have  the  honor 
to  conte&t  essentially  turns.  Although  His  Ma- 
jesty might  certainly  have  kept  aloof  from  a  de- 
portment so  void  of  moderation,  and  so  derogatory 
to  his  dignity,  it  is  obvious  that  any  discussions 
comraenced  wiih  the  Minister  so  situated  were 
only  likely  to  produce  unprofitable  ret^ults — his 
corresponuence  tending  more  power^lly  to  disu- 


nite than  to  reconcile  the  contracting  parties.  It 
was,  indeed,  a  subject  of  great  regret  that  the  in- 
cident just  referred  to,  the  distance  of  Spain  from 
the  New  World,  which,  from  the  obstructions  to 
correspondence,  produced  unavoidable  delay  in  re- 
ceiving correct  information  of  the  events  pas.sing 
here,  and  which  to  His  Majesty  appeared  incredi- 
ble, and,  in  fine,  his  wish  to  avoid  whatever  had 
the  appearance  of  an  unfounded  complaint  and  an 
unpleasant  difference  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments, should  have  retarded  my  arrival,  and  the 
happy  conclusion  of  the  transaction  now  pending. 

1  have  further  to  state  to  you,  that  I  am  not  au- 
thorized by  His  Majesty  to  give  the  necessary  or- 
ders to  the  Spanish  authorities  in  the  Floridas  to 
deliver  up  those  possessions  to  the  United  States; 
nor  was  this  to  be  presumed,  since,  if  it  appeared 
contrary  to  the  natural  order  of  things  and  to  es- 
tablished usage  that  the  treaty  should  be  ratified 
previous  to  receiving  the  explanations  which  ne- 
cessitated its  suspension,  it  would  consequently 
seem  the  more  so  that  it  should  receive  its  due  ac- 
complishment before  it  was  finally  ratified. 

It  is  with  equal  surprise  and  concern  that  I  ob- 
serve, in  the  conclusion  of  your  note,  that  you  in- 
timate the  intention  to  decline  any  discussion  of 
my  proposals  previous  to  the  possession  of  the 
Floridas,  since  it  appears  to  me  that  such  discus- 
sions could  not  l)e  long,  in  the  event  of  your  Gov- 
ernment being  ready  to  accede  to  them  ;  (in  which 
case  I  repeat  that  I  am  authorized  solemnly  to 

Eromise,  in  the  name  of  His  Majesty,  that  the  rati- 
cation  of  the  treaty  shall  be  no  longer  delayed;) 
nor  that  the  delay  unavoidably  produced  by  that 
particular  cause,  in  the  occupation  of  the  territo- 
ries in  question,  could  be  considered  as  derogatory 
to  the  dignity  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  more 
so  as,  until  then.  His  Catholic  Majesty  would  not 
be  in  the  full  possession  of  his  rights. 

I  flatter  myself  that,  on  a  consideration  of  the 
contents  of  this  note,  you  will  favor  me  with  an 
answer  more  agreeable  to  my  wishes. 

In  the  mean  time  I  reiterate  the  assurance  of  my 
distinguished  consideration  and  respect,  praying 
God  to  preserve  you  many  years. 

FRANCISCO  D.  VIVES. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Thomas  L.  L.  BreiU,  act- 
ing as  Charge  cT Affaires  at  Madrid,  containing  the 
svbstance  of  a  converscUion  bettoeen  him  and  Mr.  Ja- 
bat,  21th  AprU,  1820,  to  Mr.  Adams. 

He  [Mr.  Jabat}  then  adverted  to  the  bill  reported 
by  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  for  the  occupation  of 
Florida,  asked  me  if  I  had  received  instructions  to 
give  any  explanations  on  the  subject.  He  inti- 
mated that,  if  we  did  not  extend  our  views  farther 
than  its  occupation,  every  effort  would  be  made 
to  preserve  amicable  relations  with  the  United 
States — every  sacrifice,  consistent  with  a  due  self- 
respect;  but  that  the  United  States  ought  not  to 
expect  Spain  would  go  any  farther.  Now  that 
this  had  become  a  representative  Government,  they 
would  be  under  the  necessity  of  examining,  with 
more  scrupulous  attention  than  ever,  every  act  of 


theirs  which  could,  in  any  degree,  compromit  the 
just  pride  and  dignity  of  the  nation.  I  told  Mr. 
Jabat  I  had  no  instructions  on  the  subject ;  I  only 
knew,  I  said,  from  the  public  papers,  that  such  a 
bill  was  before  Congress,  and,  consequently,  did 
not  feel  authorized  to  give  any  explanations ;  that, 
as  soon  as  I  received,  I  would  make  them  known 
to  him.  I  begged  him  to  tranquillize  himself;  I 
said  I  hoped,  with  such  dispositions  as  were  mani- 
fested by  the  new  Government,  and  the  corres- 
ponding sentiments  of  mine,  that  every  thing  would 
finally  be  amicably  arranged,  and  that  matters 
might  be  so  managed  as  that  the  steps  which  the 
United  States  may  have  thought  it  necessary  to 
take  for  the  assertion  of  their  rights  might  be  made 
reconcileable  with  the  pride  of  his  Governments^ 
steps  which  they  will  have  been  compelled  to  re- 
sort to,  from  the  conduct  of  the  former  adminis- 
tration of  his  Government,  and  the  measures  of 
the  old  system.  It  may  be  proper  to  notice  that 
this  Minister  was  evidently  under  an  apprehension 
that  the  United  States  might  not  limit  themselves 
to  the  occupation  of  the  territory  of  Florida  alone. 
In  the  course  of  the  conversation,  Mr.  Jabat  said 
that,  as  there  would  be  opposition,  blood  might  be 
spilt  in  the  occupation  of  Florida ;  and  the  idea  of 
it  seemed  to  give  him  great  pain.  Mr.  Jabat's 
manner  during  the  whole  of  this  interview  was 
mild  and  friendly,  and  mine  corresponded  to  his. 


Tfu  Secretary  of  Staie  to  (General  Don  Francisco  Dio- 
nisio  Vives,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  from  Spain. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  3,  1820. 

Sir  :  The  explanations  upon  the  points  men- 
tioned in  your  letter  of  the  14th  ultimo,  which  I 
had  the  honor  of  giving  you  at  large  in  the  con- 
ference between  us  on  Saturday  last,  and  the  frank- 
ness of  the  assurances  which  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  receiving  from  you,  of  your  conviction  that 
they  would  prove  satisfactory  to  your  Government, 
will  relieve  me  from  the  necessity  of  recurring  to 
circumstances  which  might  tend  to  irritating  dis- 
cussions. In  the  confident  expectation  that,  upon 
the  arrival  of  your  messenger  at  Madrid,  His  Cath- 
olic Majesty  will  give  his  immediate  ratification 
to  the  treaty  of  the  22d  February,  1819,  I  readily 
forbear  all  reference  to  the  delays  which  have 
hitherto  retarded  that  event,  and  all  disquisition 
upon  the  perfect  right  which  the  United  States 
have  had  to  that  ratification. 

I  am  now  instructed  to  repeat  the  assurance 
which  has  already  been  given  you,  that  the  rep- 
resentations which  appear  to  have  been  made  to 
your  Government  of  a  system  of  hostility,  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  this  Union,  against  the  Spanish  do- 
minions and  the  property  of  Spanish  subjects,  of 
decisions  marked  with  such  hostility  by  any  of  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  toleration 
in  any  case  of  it  by  this  Government,  are  un- 
founded. In  the  existing  unfortunate  civil  war 
between  Spain  and  the  South  American  prorin- 
ces,  the  United  States  have  constantly  avowed, 
and  faithfully  maintained,  an  impartial  neutrality. 
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No  violation  of  that  neutrality  by  any  citizen  of 
the  United  States  has  ever  received  sanction  or 
countenance  from  this  Government.  Whenever 
the  laws  previously  enacted  for  the  preservation 
of  neutrality  have  been  found,  by  experience,  in 
any  manner  defective,  they  have  been  strength- 
ened by  new  provisions  and  severe  penalties. 
Spanish  property,  illegally  captured,  has  been 
constantly  restored  by  the  decisions  of  the  tribunals 
of  the  United  States;  nor  has  the  life  itsdf  been 
spared  of  individuals  guilty  of  piracy  committed 
upon  Spanish  property  on  the  high  seas. 

Should  the  treaty  be  ratified  by  Spain,  and  the 
ratification  be  accepted,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  the  boundary  line  re- 
cognised by  it  will  be  respected  by  the  United 
States,  and  due  care  will  be  taken  to  prevent  any 
transgression  of  it.     No  new  law  or  engagement 
will  be  necessary  for  that  purpose.     The  existing 
laws  are  adequate  to  the  suppression  of  such  dis- 
orders, and  they  will  be,  as  they  have  been,  faith- 
fully carried  into  effect.     The  miserable  disorderly 
movement  of  a  number  of  (not  exceeding  seventy) 
lawless  individual  stragglers,  who  never  assem- 
bled within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States, 
into  a  territory  to  which  His  Catholic  Majesty 
has  no  acknowledged  right  other  than  the  yet  un- 
ratified treaty,  was  so  far  from  receiving  counte- 
nance or  support   from  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  that  every  measure  necessary  for 
its  suppression  was  promptly  taken  under  their 
authority ;  and,  from  the  misrepresentations  which 
have  been  made  of  this  very  insignificant  trans- 
action to  the  Spanish  Government,  there  is  reason 
to  believe  that  the  pretended  expedition  itself,  as 
well  as  the  gross  exaggerations  which  have  been 
.  used  to  swell  its  importance,  proceed  from  the 
same  sources,  equally  unfriendly  to  the  United 
States  and  to  Spain. 

As  a  necessary  consequence  of  the  neutrality 
between  Spain  and  the  South  American  provin- 
ces, the  United  States  can  contract  no  engage- 
ment not  to  form  any  relations  with  those  prov- 
inces. This  has  explicitly  and  repeatedly  been 
avowed  and  made  known  to  your  Government, 
both  at  Madrid  and  at  this  place.  The  demand 
was  resisted  both  in  conference  and  written  cor- 
respondence between  Mr.  Erving  and  Mr.  Pizarro. 
Mr.  Onis  had  long  and  constantly  been  informed 
that  a  persistance  in  it  would  put  an  end  to  the 
possible  conclusion  of  any  treaty  whatever.  Your 
sovereign  will  perceive  that,  as  such  an  engage- 
ment cannot  be  contracted  by  the  United  States, 
consistently  with  their  obligations  of  neutrality, 
it  cannot  be  justly  required  of  them ;  nor  have  any 
of  the  European  nations  ever  bound  themselves  to 
Spain  by  such  an  engagement. 

With  regard  to  your  proposals^  it  is  proper  to 
observe  that  His  Catholic  Majesty,  in  announcing 
his  purpose  of  asking  explanatiorts  of  the  United 
States,  gave  no  intimation  of  an  intention  to  re- 
quire new  articles  to  the  treaty.  You  are  aware 
that  the  United  States  cannot,  consistently  with 
what  is  due  to  themselves,  stipulate  new  eiigage- 
ments  as  the  price  of  obtaining  the  ratification  of 
the  old.    The  declaration  which  Mr.  Forsyth  was 


instructed  to  deliver  at  the  exchange  of  the  ratifi- 
cations of  the  treaty,  with  regard  to  the  eighth 
article,  was  not  intended  to  annul,  or  in  the  slightest 
degree  to  alter  or  impair,  the  stipulations  of  that 
article;  its  only  object  was  to  ^ard  your  Gov- 
ernment, and  all  persons  who  might  have  had  an 
interest  in  any  of  the  annulled  grants,  against  the 
possible  expectation  or  pretence  that  those  grants 
would  be  made  valid  by  the  treaty.     All  grants 
subsequent  to  the  24th  January,  1818,  were  de- 
clared to  be  positively  null  and  void  ;  and  Mr.  Onis 
always  declared  that  he  signed  the  treatv,  fully 
believing  that  the  grants  to  the  Duke  of  Alagon, 
Count  Punon  Rostro,  and  Mr.  Vargas,  were  sub- 
sequent to  that  date.     But  be  had,  in  his  letter  to 
me  of  16th  November,  1818,  declared  that  those 
grants  were  null  and  void,  because  the  essential 
conditions  of  the  grants  had  not  been  fulfilled  by 
the  grantees.     It  was  distinctly  understood  by  us 
both  that  no  grant,  of  whatever  date,  should  be 
made  valid  by  the  treaty,  which  would  not  have 
been  valid  by  the  laws  of  Spain  and  the  Indies,  if 
the  treaty  had  not  been  made.     It  was  therefore 
stipulated  that  grants  prior  to  the  24th  January, 
1818,  should  be  confirmed  only  "  to  the  same  ex- 
tent that  the  same  grants  would  be  valid  if  the 
territories  had  remained   under  the  dominion  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty."     This,  of  course,  excluded 
the  three  grants  above  mentioned,  which  Mr.  Onis 
had  declared  invalid  for  want  of  the  fulfilment  of 
their  essential  conditions — a  fact  which  is  now  ex- 
plicitly admitted  by  you.     A  single  exception  to 
the  principle  that  the  treaty  should  give  no  con- 
firmation to  any  imperfect  title  was  admitted; 
which  exception  was,  that  owners  in  possession  of 
lands,  who,  by  reason  of  the  recent  circumstances 
of  the  Spanisn  nation,  and  the  revolutions  in  £lu- 
roj)e,  had  been  prevented  from  fulfilling  all  the 
conditions  of  their  grants,  should  complete  them 
within  the  terms  limited  in  the  same  from  the  date 
of  the  treaty.     This  had  obviously  no  reference  to 
the  above-mentioned  grants,  the  grantees  of  which 
were  not  in  possession  of  the  lands,  who  had  ful- 
filled none  of  their  conditions,  and  who  had  not 
been  prevented  fiom  fulfilling  any  of  them  by  the 
circumstances  of  Spain  or  the  revolutions  of  Eu- 
rope.    The  article  was  drawn  up  by  me,  and,  be- 
fore assenting  to  it,  Mr.  Onis  inquired  what  was 
understood  by  me  as  the  impKDrt  of  the  terms  "  shall 
complete  them."     I  told  him  that,  in  connexion 
with  the  terms  "  all  the  conditions,"  they  neces- 
sarily implied  that  the  indulgence  would  be  limited 
to  grantees  who  had  performed  some  of  the  con- 
ditions,  and   who   had   commenced   settlements, 
which  it  would  allow  them  to  complete.     These 
were  precisely  the  cases  for  which  Mr.  Onis  had 
urged  the  equity  of  making  a  provision,  and  he 
agreed  to  the  article,  fully  understanding  that  it 
would  be  applicable  only  to  them.     When,  after 
the  signature  of  the  treaty,  there  appeared  to  be 
some  reason  for  supposing  that  Mr.  Onis  had  been 
mistaken  in  believing  that  the  grants  to  the  Ehike 
of  Alagon,  Count  Punon  Rostro,  and  Mr.  Vargas, 
were  subsequent  to  the  24th  of  January,  1818,  can- 
dor required  that  Spain  and  the  grantees  should 
never  have  a  shadow  of  ground  to  expect  or  allege 
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that  this  circumstance  was  at  all  material  in  rela- 
tion to  the  bearing  of  the  treaty  upon  those  grants. 
Mr.  Onis  had  not  been  mistaken  in  declaring  that 
they  were  invalid,  because  their  conditions  were 
not  fulfilled.    He  had  not  been  mistaken  iii  agree- 
ing to  the  principle  that  no  grant  invalid  as  to 
Spain  should,  by  the  treaty,  be  made  valid  against 
the  United  States.     He  had  not  been  mistaken  in 
the  knowledge  that  those  grantees  had   neither 
commenced  settlements,  nor  been  prevented  from  ; 
completing  them  by  the  circumstances  of  Spain  or 
the  revolutions  in  Europe.     The  declaration  which  ! 
Mr.  Forsyth  was  instructed  to  deliver  was  merely  ' 
to  caution  all  whom  it  might  concern  not  to  infer, 
from  an  unimportant  mistake  of  Mr.  Onis  as  to 


hereafter  accept  either  of  ^5,000,000  for  the  in- 
demnities due  to  their  citizens  by  Spain,  nor  of 
the  Sabine  for  the  boundary  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Spanish  territories. 

Please  to  accept  the  renewed  assurance  of  my 
distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


General  Don  Francisco  Dionisio  Vives  to  the  Secretary 

of  State. 
Washington,  May  5,  1820. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  note  of  the  3d  instant, 
and  in  pursuance  of  what  I  expressed  to  you  in 
late  conferences,  I  have  to  state  to 


both  our  late  conlerences,  1  have  to  state  to  yea 
the  date  of  the  grants,  other  important  mistakes  that  I  am  satisfied  upon  the  first  point  of  the  pro- 
which  he  had  not  made,  and  which  the  United    posals  contained  in  my  note  of  the  14th  ultimo, 


States  would  not  permit  to  be  made  by  any  one. 
It  was  not,  therefore,  to  annul  or  to  alter,  out  to 
fulfil  the  eighth  article  as  it  stands,  that  the  decla- 
ration was  to  be  delivered ;  and  it  is  for  the  same 
purpose  that  this  explanation  is  now  given.  It 
was  with  much  satisfaction,  therefore,  that  I 
learned  from  you  the  determination  of  your  Gov- 
ernment to  assent  to  the  total  nullity  of  the  above- 
mentioned  grants. 

As  I  flatter  myself  that  these  explanations  will 
remove  every  obstacle  to  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  by  His  Catholic  Majesty,  it  is  much  to  be 
regretted  that  you  have  not  that  ratification  to  ex- 
change, nor  the  power  to  give  a  pledge  which 
would  be  equivalent  to  the  ratification.  The  six 
months  within  which  the  exchange  of  the  ratifi- 
cations were  stipulated  by  the  treaty  having 
elapsed,  by  the  principles  of  our  Constitution  the 
question  whether  it  shall  now  be  accepted  must 
be  laid  before  the  Senate  for  their  advice  and  con- 
sent. To  give  a  last  and  signal  proof  of  the  ear-  not  such  as  I  could,  agreeably  to  the  nature  of  my 
nest  wish  of  this  Government  to  bring  to  a  con-  instructions,  accept  as  being  satisfactory ;  and  that, 
elusion  these  long-standing  and  unhappy  diflTeren-  '  although  H^s  Majesty  might  not  have  required  of 


and  am  persuaded  that,  if  the  existing  laws  en- 
acted for  the  suppression  of  piracy  should  prove 
inadequate,  more  efiectual  measures  will  be  adopted 
by  your  Government  for  the  attainment  of  that 
important  object. 

I  also  admit  as  satisfactory  the  answer  given  to 
the  second  point,  but  I  cannot  assent  to  your  as- 
sertion that  the  laws  of  this  country  have  always 
been  competent  to  the  prevention  of  the  excesses 
complained  of,  it  being  quite  notorious  that  the 
expedition  alluded  to  has  not  been  the  only  one 
set  on  foot  for  the  invasion  of  His  Majesty's  do- 
minions; and  it  is,  therefore,  not  surprising  that 
the  King,  my  Lord,  should  give  credit  to  the  in- 
formation received  in  relation  to  that  expedition, 
or  that  he  should  now  require  of  your  Grovem- 
ment  a  pledge  that  the  integrity  of^  the  Spanish 
possessions  in  North  America  shall  be  respected. 

I  mentioned  to  you,  in  conference,  and  I  now 
repeat  it,  that  the  answer  to  the  third  point  was 


ces  with  Spain,  the  President  will  so  far  receive 
that  solemn  promise  of  immediate  ratification, 
upon  the  arrival  of  your  messenger  at  Madrid, 
which,  in  your  note  of  the  19lh  ultimo,  you  de 


any  of  the  European  Governments  the  declaration 
I  which  he  has  required  of  yours,  yet  that  ought 
I  not  to  be  considered  as  unreasonable,  it  being  well 
i  known  to  the  King,  my  master,  that  those  Gov- 
clare  yourself  authorized,  in  the  name  of  your  !  ernments,  so  far  from  being  disposed  to  wish  to 
sovereign,  to  give,  as  to  submit  it  to  the  Senate  of  ']  recognise  the  insurgent  Governments  of  the  Span- 
the  United  States  whether  they  will  advise  and  ish  colonies,  had  declined  the  invitation  intimated 
consent  to  accept  it  for  the  ratification  of  the  '  to  them  some  time  past  by  yours,  to  acknowledge 
United  States  heretofore  given.  the    pretended    Republic    of   Buenos    Ayres.    I 

But  it  is  proper  to  apprize  you  that,  if  this  offer  i  notwithstanding  renew  to  you  the  assurance  that 
be  not  accepted,  the  United  States,  besides  being  i  I  will  submit  to  His  Majesty  the  verbal  discussion 
entitled  to  resume  all  the  rights,  claims,  and  pre-  !  we  have  had  upon  this  point,  and  accompany  it 


tensions  which  they  had  renounced  by  the  treaty, 
can  no  longer  consent  to  relinquish  their  claims 
of  indemnity,  and  those  of  their  citizens,  from 
Spain,  for  all  the  injuries  which  they  have  suf- 
fered, and  are  suffering,  by  the  delay  ot  His  Cath- 
olic Majesty  to  ratify  the  treaty.  The  amount  of 
claims  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  which 
existed  at  the  time  when  the  treaty  was  signed, 
far  exceeded  that  which  the  United  States  con- 
sented to  accept  as  indemnity.  Their  right  of 
territory  was,  and  yet  is,  to  the  Rio  del  Norte.  I 
am  instructed  to  declare  that,  if  any  further  delay 
to  the  ratification  by  His  Catholic  Majesty  of  the 
treaty  should  occur,  the  United  States  could  not 


with  such  additional  arguments  as  will,  m  my 
judgment,  probably  determine  His  Majesty  to  de- 
clare himself  to  be  satisfied  therewith. 
i      In  the  event  of  the  King's  receiving  as  satisfac- 
'  tory  the  answer  of  your  Government  to  the  third 
point  of  my  proposals,  the  abrogation  of  the  grants 
I  will  be  attended  with  no  difl&culty  ;  nor  has  that 
!  ever  been  the  chief  motive  for  suspending  the  rat- 
j  ification  of  the  treaty  ;  for  the  thorough  compre- 
hension of  which  I  waive  at  present  any  reply  to 
the  remarks  which  you  are  pleased  to  offer  on  that 
topic.     I  cannot,  however,  refrain  from  stating  to 
you  that,  in  discussing  with  you  the  validity  or  the 
nullity  of  the  grants  above  mentioned,  I  merdy 
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said  that,  "  in  my  private  opinion,  they  are  null 
and  void,  through  the  inability  of  the  grantees  to 
4:omply  with  the  terms  of  the  law." 

It  is  to  me  a  matter  of  great  regret  that  I  have 
•it  not  in  my  power  to  repeat  the  solemn  promise 
that  His  Majesty  will  ratify  the  treaty  ;  inasmuch 
as  I  cannot,  agreeably  to  my  instructions,  accept 
as  satisfactory  the  answer  given  to  the  third  point 
of  my  proposals.  I  am,  however,  persuaded  that 
His  Majesty,  upon  consideration  of  the  represen- 
tation whicn  I  shall  have  the  honor  to  lay  before 
him,  and  of  the  reasons  assigned  by  your  Govern- 
ment for  withholding  its  assent  to  the  third  point, 
will  consider  himself  as  satisfied,  and  ratify  the 
treaty. 

I  further  conceive  it  my  duty  to  state  to  you 
<hat,  at  the  time  when  I  communicated  to  your 
Government  the  substance  of  my  present  answer, 
I  mentioned,  speaking  of  my  individual  capacity, 
that,  although  I  had  no  official  information  of  it, 
yet  I  consider  as  authentic  the  current  intelligence 
of  an  important  change" said  to  have  taken  place 
in  the  Government  of  Spain ;  and  that  this  cir- 
cumstance alone  would  impose  on  me  the  obliga- 
tion of  giving  no  greater  latitude  to  my  promise 
previous  to  my  receiving  new  instructions. 

I  therefore  hope  that  your  Government,  upon 
consideration  of  what  I  nave  now  submitted  to 
you,  and  of  the  contents  of  my  former  notes,  will 
agree  to  wait  the  final  decision  of  the  King,  my 
master,  upon  the  only  point  still  pending,  and  the 
adjustment  of  which  is  not  within  my  competency ; 
so  that  the  past  differences  may  be  satisfactorily 
terminated,  and  the  treaty  receive  its  final  accom- 
plishment ;  thereby  securing  and  perpetuating  a 
perfect  harmony  and  good  understanding  between 
the  two  Governments. 

Be  pleased  to  accept  the  assurances  of  ray  dis- 
tinguished consideration.  I  pray  God  to  preserve 
you  many  years. 

.     FRANCISCO  D.  VIVES. 


u/ 


^        The  Secretary  of  State  to  General  Vives. 
1^  Department  of  State, 

^  Washington,  May  6,  IS20. 

Sir  :  In  the  letter  which  I  have  had  the  honor 
of  receiving  from  you,  dated  yesterday,  you  observe 
that  you  renew  the  assurance  that  you  will  submit 
to  His  Majesty  the  verbal  discussion  we  have  had 
on  the  third  point,  concerning  which  you  were 
instructed  to  ask  for  explanations.  I  have  to  re- 
quest of  you  to  state  speci£cally  the  representation 
which  you  propose  to  make  to  His  Majesty  of 
what  passed  between  us  in  conference  on  this 
subject. 

I  pray  you  to  accept  the  renewed  assurance  of 
my  distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


General  Don  Francisco  Dianisio  Vives  to  the  Secretary 

of  State. 

Washington,  May  7,  1820. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  the  note  you  were  pleased 
to  address  to  me  of  yesterday's  date,  and,  in  answer 


thereto,  I  have  to  state  that  the  verbal  discussion 
between  us  upon  the  third  point  of  my  proposals 
is  comprised  in  your  note  oi  the  3d,  and  in  my  re- 
ply of  the  5th  instant ;  and  that,  consequently,  the 
statement  of  it  which  I  shall  transmit  for  His  Ma- 
jesty's information  will  be  in  strict  accordance 
witn  the  tenor  of  the  said  notes. 

I  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  high  esteem, 
and  I  pray  God  to  preserve  you  many  years. 

FRANCISCO  D.  VIVES. 


Tfie  Secretary  of  State  to  Geneial  Don  Francisco  Dia- 
nisio Vives,  Envoy  ExtraordiTiary  and  Miniver 
Plenipotentiary  of  Sipain. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  8,  1820. 

Sir:  In  the  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  of 
writing  to  you  on  the  3d  instant,  it  was  observed 
that  all  reference  would  readily  be  waived  to  the 
delays  which  have  retarded  the  ratification  by  His 
Catholic  Maiesty  of  the  treaty  of  the  22d  F'ebruary, 
1819,  and  all  disquisition  upon  the  perfect  right  of 
the  United  States  to  that  ratification,  in  the  con- 
fident expectation  that  it  would  be  immediately 
given  upon  the  arrival  of  your  messenger  at  Mad- 
rid, and  subject  to  your  compliance  with  the  pro- 
posal offered  you  in  the  same  note,  as  the  last  proof 
which  the  President  could  give  of  his  reliance 
upon  the  termination  of  the  differences  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain  by  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty. 

This  proposal  was,  that,  upon  the  explanations 
given  you  on  all  the  points  noticed  in  your  instruc- 
tions, and  with  which  you  had  admitted  yourself 
to  be  personally  satisfied,  you  should  give  the 
solemn  promise,  in  the  name  of  your  sovereign, 
which,  by  your  note  of  the  19lh  ultimo,  you  had 
declared  yourself  authorized  to  pledge,  that  the 
ratification  should  be  given  immediately  upon  the 
arrival  of  your  messenger  at  Madrid  :  which  pro- 
mise the  President  consented  so  far  to  receive  as 
to  submit  the  question  for  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  *vhether  the 
ratification  of  Spain  should,  under  these  circum- 
stances, be  accepted  in  exchange  for  that  of  the 
United  States  heretofore  given.  But  the  President 
has,  with  great  regret,  perceived  by  your  note  of 
the  loth  instant  that  you  decline  giving  even  that 
unconditional  promise,  upon  two  allegations;  one, 
that,  although  the  explanations  given  you  on  one 
of  the  points  mentioned  in  your  note  of  the  14th 
ultimo  are  .satisfactory  to  yourself,  and  you  hope 
and  believe  will  prove  so  to  your  sovereign,  they 
still  were  not  such  as  you  were  authorized  by  your 
instructions  to  accept ;  and  the  other,  that  you  are 
informed  a  great  change  has  recently  occurred  in 
the  Government  of  Spain,  which  circumstance 
alone  would  prevent  you  from  giving  a  further 
latitude  to  your  promise  previous  to  your  receiving 
new  instructions. 

It  becomes,  therefore,  indispensably  necessary  to 
show  the  absolute  obligation  by  which  His  Catho- 
lic Majesty  was  bound  to  ratify  the  treaty  within 
the  term  stipulated  by  one  of  its  articles,  that  the 
reasons  alleged  for  his  withholding  the  ralifica- 
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tion  are  altogether  insufficient  for  the  justifica- 
tion of  that  measure,  and  that  the  United  States 
have  suffered  by  it  the  violation  of  a  perfect  right, 
for  which  they  are  justly  entitled  to  indemnity 
and  satisfaction — a  right  further  corroborated  by 
the  consideration  that  the  refusal  of  ratification 
necessarily  included  the  non-fulfilment  of  another 
compact  between  the  parties  which  had  been  rat- 
ified— the  convention  of  August,  1802. 

While  regretting  the  necessity  of  producing  this 
proof,  I  willingly  repeat  the  expression  of  ray  sat- 
isfaction at  being  relieved  frora  that  of  enlarging 
upon  other  topics  of  an  unpleasant  character.  I 
shall  allude  to  none  of  those  upon  which  you  have 
admitted  the  explanations  given  to  be  satisfactory, 
considering  them  as  no  longer  subjects  of  discus- 
sion between  us  or  our  Governments.  I  shall  with 
pleasure  forbear  noticing  any  remarks  in  your 
notes  concerning  me,  which  might  otherwise  re- 
quire animadversion. 

With  the  view  of  confining  this  letter  to  the 
only  point  upon  which  further  observation  is  ne- 
cessary, it  will  be  proper  to  state  the  present  aspect 
of  the  relations  between  the  contracting  parties. 

The  treaty  of  the  22d  February,  1819,  was  signed 
after  a  succession  of  negotiations  of  nearly  twenty 
years'  duration,  in  which  all  the  causes  of  differ- 
ence between  the  two  nations  had  been  thoroughly 
discussed,  and  with  a  final  admission  on  the  part 
of  Spain  that  there  were  existing  just  claims  on 
her  Government,  at  least  to  the  amount  of  five 
millions  of  dollars,  due  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  the  payment  of  which  provision 
was  made  by  the  treaty.  It  was  signed  by  a  Minister 
who  had  been  several  years  residing  in  the  United 
States  in  constant  and  unremitted  exertions  to 
maintain  the  interests  and  pretensions  of  Spain 
involved  in  the  negotiation — signed  after  producing 
a  full  power,  by  which,  in  terms  as  solemn  and  as 
sacred  as  the  hand  of  a  sovereign  can  subscribe. 
His  Catholic  Maiesty  had  promised  to  approve, 
ratify,  and  fulfil  whatever  should  be  stipulated  ana 
signed  by  him. 

You  will  permit  me  to  repeat  that,  by  every 
principle  of  natural  right,  and  by  the  universal  as- 
sent of  civilized  nations,  nothing  can  release  the 
honor   of  a   sovereign  from   the  obligation  of  a 

Eromise  thus  unqualified,  without  the  proof  that 
is  Minister  has  signed  stipulations  unwarranted 
by  his  instructions.  The  express  authority  of  two 
of  the  most  eminent  writers  upon  national  law  to 
this  point  were  cited  in  Mr.  Forsyth's  letter  of  2d 
October,  1818,  to  the  Duke  of  San  Fernando.  The 
words  of  Vattel  are :  "  But  to  refuse  with  honor 
to  ratify  that  which  has  been  concluded  in  virtue 
of  a  full  power,  the  sovereign  must  have  strong 
and  solid  reasons  for  it ;  and,  particularly,  he  must 
show  that  his  Minister  transcended  his  instruc- 
tions" *  The  words  of  Martens  are :  "  Every 
thing  that  has  been   stipulated   by  an  agent,  in 

•  "Mais  pour  refuser  avec  honneur  de  ratifier  ce 
qui  a  eie  conclue  en  vertu  d'un  plein-pouvoir,  il  faut 
que  ie  Houverain  en  ait  de  fortes  el  sohdes  raisons,  et 
qu'il  fasse  voir,  en  particuiier,  que  son  ministre  s'est 
6cart^  de  ses  instructions. — Liv.  2,  ch.  12,  §  156. 


conformity  to  his  full  powers,  ought  to  become  ob- 
ligatory on  the  State  from  the  moment  of  signing, 
without  ever  waiting  for  the  ratification.  How- 
ever, not  to  expose  a  State  to  the  errors  of  a  single 
person,  it  is  now  become  a  general  maxim  that 
public  conventions  do  not  become  obligatory  until 
ratified.  The  motive  of  this  custom  clearly  proves 
that  the  ratification  can  never  be  refused  with  jus- 
tice, except  when  he  who  is  charged  with  the  ne- 
gotiation, keeping  within  the  extent  of  his  public 
full  powers,  has  gone  beyond  hissecret  instructions, 
and  consequently  rendered  himself  liable  to  pun- 
ishment, or  when  the  other  party  refuses  to  ratify."* 
In  your  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo,  you  observe  that 
these  positions  have  already  been  refuted  by  your 
Government,  which  makes  it  necessary  to  inquire, 
as  I  with  great  reluctance  do,  how  they  have  been 
refuted. 

The  Duke  of  San  Fernando,  in  his  reply  to  this 
letter  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  says,  maintains,  and  repeats, 
"  that  the  very  authorities  cited  by  Mr.  Forsyth 
literally  declare  that  the  sovereign,  for  strcHig 
and  solid  reasons,  or  if  his  Minister  has  exceed- 
ed his  instructions,  may  refuse  his  ratification ; 
(  Vattel,  book  2,  chap.  12,)  and  that  public  treaties 
are  not  obligatory  until  ratified." — Martens,  book  2, 
chap.  3.  See  note.  In  these  citations  the  Duke  of 
San  Fernando  has  substituted  for  the  connective 
term  and,  in  Vattel,  which  makes  the  proof  of 
instructions  transcended  indispensable  to  justify 
the  refusal  of  ratification,  the  disjunctive  term 
or,  which  presents  it  as  an  alternative,  and  unne- 
cessary on  the  contingency  of  other  existing  and 
solid  reasons.  Vattel  says  the  sovereign  must 
have  strong  and  solid  reasons,  and  particularly 
must  show  that  the  Minister  transcended  his  in- 
structions. Vattel  not  only  makes  the  breach  of 
instructions  indispensable,  but  puts  upon  the  sov- 
ereign the  obligation  of  proving  it.  The  Duke  of 
San  Fernando  cites  Vattel  not  only  as  admitting 
that  other  reasons,  without  a  breach  of  instructions, 
may  justify  a  refusal  of  ratification,  but  that  the 
mere  fact  of  such  a  breach  would  also  justify  the 
refusal,  without  requiring  that  the  sovereign  alleg- 
ing should  prove  it. 

Is  this  refutation? 

The  only  observation  that  I  shall  permit  myself 
to  make  upon  it  is,  to  mark  how  conclusive  the 
authority  of  the  passage  in  Vattel  must  have  been 
to  the  mind  of  him  who  thus  transformed  it  to  the 
purpose  for  which  he  was  contending.     The  cita- 


*  "Ce  qui  a  ete  stipule  par  un  subalterne  en  con- 
formite  de  son  plein-pouvoir  devient  i  la  rigueur  obli- 
gatoire  pour  la  nation  du  moment  mSme  de  la  signature 
sans  que  la  ratification  soit  n^cessaire.  Cependant, 
pour  n«  pas  abandonner  le  sort  des  ciats  aux  erreurs 
d'un  seul,  il  a  ete  introduit  par  un  usage  generale- 
mcnt  reconnu  que  les  conventions  publiques  nedevien- 
nent  obligatoires  que  lorsqu'etlea  ont  ete  ratifiees.  Le 
motif  de  cet  usage  indique  assez  qu'oo  ne  peut  y  pro- 
voquer  avec  justice,  que  lorsque  celui  qui  est  charge 
des  affaires  de  fetat,  en  se  tenant  dans  lei  bornes  de 
son  plein-pouvoir  publique,  a  francbi  celle,  de  son  in* 
struction  secrette,  etque,  par  consequent,  il  s'est  rendu 
punissable." — Liv.  2,  ch,  3,  §  31. 
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tion  from  Martens  receives  the  same  treatment. 
The  Duke  of  San  Fernando  takes  by  itself  a  part 
of  a  sentence — "that  public  treaties  are  not  obli- 
gatory until  ratified."  He  omits  the  preceding 
sentence,  by  which  Martens  asserts  that  a  treaty 
signed  in  conformity  to  full  powers  is  in  rigor 
obligatory  from  the  moment  ol  signature,  without 
waiting  tor  the  ratification.  He  omits  the  part  of 
the  sentence  cited,  which  ascribes  the  necessity  of 
a  ratification  to  a  usage  founded  upon  the  danger 
of  exposing  a  State  to  the  errors  of  its  Minister. 
He  omits  the  following  sentence,  which  explicitly 
asserts  that  this  usage  can  never  be  resorted  to  in 
justification  of  a  refusal  to  ratify,  unless  when  the 
Minister  has  exceeded  his  secret  instructions;  and 
thus,  with  this  half  of  a  sentence,  stripped  of  all 
its  qualifying  context,  the  Duke  brings  Martens  to 
assert  that  which  he  most  explicitly  denies. 

Is  this  refutation  ? 

While  upon  this  subiect,  permit  me  to  refer  you 
to  another  passage  ot  Vattel,  which  I  the  more 
readily  cite,  because,  independent  of  its  weight  as 
authority,  it  places  this  obligation  of  sovereigns 
upon  its  immoveable  foundation  of  eternal  justice 
in  the  law  of  nature.  "  It  is  shown  by  the  law  of 
nature  that  he  who  has  made  a  promise  to  any  one 
has  conferred  upon  him  a  true  right  to  require  the 
thing  promised ;  and  that,  consequently,  not  to 
keep  a  perfect  promise  is  to  violate  the  ri^ht  of 
another,  and  is  as  manifest  an  injustice  as  that  of 
deprivmg  a  person  of  his  property.  All  the  tran- 
quillity, the  happiness,  and  security  of  the  human 
race  rest  on  justice,  on  the  obligation  of  paying  a 
regard  to  the  rights  of  others.  The  respect  of 
otiiers  for  our  rights  of  domain  and  property  consti- 
tutes the  security  of  our  actual  possessions.  The 
faith  of  promises  is  our  security  for  the  things  that 
cannot  be  delivered  or  executed  on  the  spot.  There 
would  be  no  more  security,  no  longer  any  com- 
merce between  mankind,  did  they  not  believe  them- 
selves obliged  to  preserve  their  faith  and  keep  their 
word.  This  obligation  is  then  as  necessary  as  it 
is  natural  and  indubitable  between  nations  that 
live  together  in  a  state  of  nature,  and  acknowledge 
no  superior  upon  earth,  to  maintain  order  and  peace 
in  their  society.  Nations  and  their  conductors 
ought,  then,  to  keep  their  promises  and  their  trea- 
ties inviolable.  This  great  truth,  though  too  often 
neglected  in  practice,  is  generally  acknowledged 
by  all  nations.'-* 

•  '*0n  d^montre  en  droit  naturel,  que  celui  qui 
promet  d  quelqu'un  a  lui  confere  un  veritable  droit 
d'exiger  la  chose  promise  ;  et  que.  par  consequent, 
ne  point  garder  une  promesse  parfiite,  c'esl  viuler  le 
droit  d'autrui,  c'cst  une  injustice  aussi  manifeste  qne 
celle  de  depouiller  quelqu'un  de  son  bien.  Toute  la 
tranquillite,  le  bonheur,  et  la  gurcte  du  genre  humain 
reposent  sur  la  justice,  sur  Tobiigation  de  respecter  lea 
droits  d'autrui.  Le  respect  des  autres  pour  nos  droits 
de  domaine  et  de  propriete  fait  la  siirete  de  nos  pos- 
sessions actuelles ;  la  foi  des  proroesses  est  notre  garant 
pour  les  choses  qui  ne  peuvsnt  etre  livrees  ou  execu- 
tees  sur-Ie-cbamp.  Plus  de  surete,  plus  de  commerce, 
entre  les  hommes,  s'ils  ne  se  croient  point  obliges  de 
garder  la  foi,  de  tenir  leur  parole.  Cette  obligation 
est,  done,  aussi  neccssaire  qu  elie  est  naturelle  et  indu- 


The  melancholy  allusion  to  the  frequent  practi- 
cal neglect  of  this  unquestionable  principle  would 
afford  a  sufficient  reply  to  your  assertion  that  the 
ratification  of  treaties  has  often  been  refused,  though 
signed  by  Ministers  with  unqualified  full  powers, 
and  without  breach  of  their  instructions.  No  case 
can  be  cited  by  you  in  which  such  a  refusal  has 
been  justly  given ;  and  the  fact  of  refusal,  separate 
from  the  justice  of  the  case,  amounts  to  no  more 
than  the  assertion  that  sovereigns  have  often  vio- 
lated their  engagements  and  their  duties ;  the  obli- 
gation of  His  Catholic  Majesty  to  ratify  the  treaty 
signed  by  Mr.  Onis  is  therefore  complete. 

The  sixteenth  and  last  article  of  this  treaty  is  in 
the  following  words :  "  The  present  treaty  skall 
be  ratified,  in  due  form,  by  the  contracting  parties, 
and  the  ratifications  shall  be  exchanged  in  six 
months  from  this  time,  or  eooner  if  possible ^  On 
the  faith  of  His  Catholic  Majesty's  promise,  the 
treaty  was,  immediately  after  its  signature,  ratified 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and,  on  the  18th 
of  May  following,  Mr.  Forsyth,  by  an  official  note, 
informed  the  Marquis  of  Casa  i  rujo,  then  Minis- 
ter of  Foreign  Affairs  at  Madrid,  that  the  treaty, 
duly  ratified  by  the  United  States,  had  been  in- 
trusted to  him  by  the  President,  and  that  he  was 
prepared  to  exchange  it  for  the  ratification  of 
Spain.  He  added  that,  from  the  nature  of  the  en- 
gagement, it  was  desirable  that  the  earliest  ex- 
change should  be  made,  and  that  the  American 
ship  of  war  Hornet  was  wailing  in  the  harbor  of 
Cadiz,  destined  in  a  few  days  to  the  United  States, 
and  affording  an  opportunity  peculiarly  conveni- 
ent of  transmitting  the  ratified  treaty  to  the  United 
States. 

No  answer  having  been  returned  to  this  note,  on 
the  4th  of  June  Mr.  Forsyth  addressed  to  the  same 
Minister  a  second,  urging,  in  the  most  respectful 
terms,  the  necessity  of  the  departure  of  the  Hornet, 
the  Just  expectation  of  the  United  States  that  the 
ratified  treaty  would  be  transmitted  bv  that  vessel, 
and  the  disappointment  which  could  not  fail  to 
ensue  should  she  return  without  it. 

After  fifteen  days  of  further  delay,  on  the  19th 
of  June,  Mr.  Forsyth  was  informed  by  a  note  from 
Mr.  Salmon,  successor  to  the  Marquis  of  Casa 
Yrujo,  that  "  His  Majesty,  on  reflecting  on  the 
great  importance  and  interest  of  the  treaty  in  ques- 
tion was  under  the  indispensable  nccesssity  of  ex- 
amining it  with  the  greatest  caution  and  delibera- 
tion before  he  proceeded  to  ratify  it,  and  this  was 
(Ul  he  was  enabled  to  communicate  to  Mr.  Forsyth 
on  that  point.'' 

Thus,  after  the  lapse  of  more  than  a  month  from 
the  time  of  Mr.  Forsyth's  first  note,  and  of  more 
than  two  months  from  the  time  when  your  Gov- 
ernment had  received  the  treaty,  with  knowledge 


;  bitable  entre  les  nations  qui  vivent  ensemble  dans 
'  Petat  de  nature,  et  qui  ne  connaissent  point  de  sup^- 
;  rieur  sur  la  terre,  pour  maintenir  Tordre  et  la  paix 
:  dans  ieur  societe.  Les  nations  et  leurs  conducteura 
doivent,  done,  garder  inviotabiement  leurs  promesses 
j  et  leurs  traites.  Cette  grande  virit^,  quoique  trop 
I  souvent  negligee  dans  la  pratique,  est  generaieroent 
;  reconnuj  de  toutes  les  nations." — Lit.  2,  ch.  12,  §  163. 
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that  it  had  been  ratified  by  the  United  States,  the 
ratification  of  a  treaty  which  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty had  solemnly  promised,  so  that  it  might  be 
excnanged  within  six  months  from  the  date  of  its 
signature,  or  sooner  if  postible,  was  withheld  merely 
to  give  time  to  His  Catholic  Majesty  to  examiru  it ; 
and  this  treaty  was  the  result  of  a  twenty  years' 
negotiation,  in  which  every  article  and  subject 
contained  in  it  had  been  debated  and  sifted  to  the 
utmost  satiety  between  the  parties,  both  at  Wash- 
ington and  Madrid — a  treaty  in  which  the  stipula- 
tions by  the  Spanish  Minister  had  been  sanctioned 
by  successive  references  of  every  point  to  his  own 
Go¥ernment,  and  were,  by  the  formal  admission 
of  your  own  note,  fully  within  the  compass  of  his 
instructions. 

If,  under  the  feeling  of  such  a  procedure  on  the 
part  of  the  Spanish  Government,  the  Minister  of 
the  United  States  appealed  to  the  just  rights  of 
his  country  in  expressions  suited  more  to  the  sense 
of  its  wrongs  than  to  the  courtesies  of  European 
diplomacy,  nothing  had  till  then  occurred  which 
could  have  restrained  your  Government  from  ask- 
ing of  him  any  explanation  which  could  be  neces- 
sary for  fixing  its  determination  upon  the  ratifica- 
tion.    No  explanation  was  asked  of  him. 

Nearly  two  months  afterwards,  on  the  10th  of 
August,  Mr.  Forsyth  was  informed  that  the  King 
would  not  come  to  a  final  decision  upon  the  rati- 
fication without  previously  entering  into  several 
explanations  with  the  CJovernment  of  the  United 
States,  to  some  of  which  that  Government  had 
given  rise,  and  that  His  Majesty  had  charged  a 
person  possessed  of  his  full  confidence,  who  would 
forthwith  make  known  to  the  United  States  His 
Majesty's  intentions.  Mr.  Forsyth  offered  himself 
to  give  every  explanation  which  could  be  justly  re- 
quired ;  but  your  Government  declined  receiving 
them  from  him,  assigning  to  him  the  shortness  of 
the  time — a  reason  altogether  different  from  that 
-which  vou  now  allege,  of  the  disrespectful  char- 
acter of  his  communications. 

From  the  10th  of  August  till  the  14th  of  last 
month,  a  period  of  more  than  eight  months,  passed 
over,  during  which  no  information  was  given  by 
your  Government  of  the  nature  of  the  explana- 
tions which  would  be  required.  The  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  by  a  forbearance  per- 
haps unexampled  in  human  history,  has  patiently 
waited  for  your  arrival,  always  ready  to  give,  in 
candor  and  sincerity,  every  explanation  that  could 
with  any  propriety  be  demanded.  What,  then, 
must  have  been  the  sentiments  of  the  President 
upon  finding,  by  your  note  of  the  14th  ultimo, 
that,  instead  of  explanations.  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty has  instructed  you  to  demand  the  negotiation 
of  another  treaty,  and  to  call  upon  the  United 
States  for  stipulations  derogatory  to  their  honor, 
and  incompatible  with  their  duties  as  an  indepen- 
dent nation  1  What  must  be  the  feelings  of  this 
nation  to  learn  that,  when  called  upon  to  state 
whether  you  were  the  bearer  of  His  Catholic 
Majesty's  ratification  of  the  treaty  to  be  exchanged 
upon  the  explanations  demanded  being  given,  you 
explicitly  answered  that  you  were  not  ?  And, 
when  required  to  say  whetner  you  are  authorized, 


as  a  substitute  for  the  ratification,  to  give  the 
pledge  of  immediate  possession  of  the  territory 
from  which  the  acknowledged  just  claims  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  were  stipulated  to  be 
indemnified,  you  still  answer  that  you  are  not ; 
but  refer  us  back  to  a  solemn  promise  of  the  King, 
already  pledged  before  in  the  full  power  to  your 
predecessor,  and  to  a  ratification  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, already  stipulated  in  vain  by  the  treaty  which 
he,  in  full  conformity  to  his  instructions,  had 
signed  ? 

The  ratification  of  that  treaty  can  now  no 
longer  be  accepted  by  this  Government  without 
the  concurrence  of  a  Constitutional  majority  of 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  to  whom  it  must 
be  again  referred.  Yet  even  this  promise  you 
were,  by  my  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  informed 
that,  rather  than  abandon  the  last  hope  of  obtain- 
ing the  fulfilment  of  His  Catholic  Majesty's  pro- 
mise already  given,  the  President  would,  so  far  as 
was  constitutionally  within  his  power,  yet  accept. 

The  assurances  which  you  had  given  me,  in 
the  first  personal  conference  between  us.  of  your 
own  entire  satisfaction  with  the  explanations 
given  you  upon  upon  all  the  points  on  which  you 
had  been  instructed  to  ask  them,  would  naturally 
have  led  to  the  expectation  that  the  promise  whicn 
you  was  authorized  to  give  would,  at  least,  not  be 
withheld.  From  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant, 
however,  it  appears  that  no  discretion  has  been 
left  you  to  pledge  even  His  Majesty's  promise  of 
ratification  in  the  event  of  your  being  yourself 
satisfied  with  the  explanations  upon  aU  the  points 
desired  ;  that  the  only  promise  you  can  give  is  con- 
dUimal,  and  the  condition  a  point  upon  which 
your  Government,  when  they  prescribed,  could 
not  but  know  it  was  impossihle  that  the  United 
States  should  comply — a  condition  incompatible 
with  their  independence,  their  neutrality,  their 
justice,  and  their  honor. 

It  was  also  a  condition  which  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty had  not  the  shadow  of  a  ri^ht  to  prescribe. 
The  treaty  had  been  signed  by  Mr.  Onis  with  a 
full  knowledge  that  no  such  engagement  as  that 
contemplated  by  it  would  ever  be  acceded  to  by 
the  American  Government,  and  after  long  and  un- 
wearied efforts  to  obtain  it.  The  differences  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Spain  had  no  con- 
nexion with  the  war  between  Spain  and  South 
America.  The  object  of  the  treaty  was  to  settle 
the  boundaries,  and  adjust  and  provide  for  the 
claims  between  your  nation  and  ours ;  and  Spain, 
at  no  time,  could  have  a  right  to  require  that  any 
stipulation  concerning  the  contest  between  her  and 
her  colonies  should  be  connected  with  it.  As  His 
Catholic  Majesty  could  not  justly  require  it  during 
the  negotiation  of  that  treaty,  still  less  could  it  af- 
ford a  justification  for  withholding  his  promised 
ratification  after  it  was  concluded. 

The  proposal  which,  at  a  prior  period,  had  been 
made  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to 
some  of  the  principal  Powers  of  Europe,  for  a 
recognition,  in  concert,  of  the  independence  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  was  founded,  as  I  have  observed  to 
you,  upon  an  opinion  then  and  still  entertained 
that  this  recognition  must,  and  would  at  no  very 
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remote  period,  be  made  by  Spain  herself ;  that  the 
joint  acknowledgment  by  several  of  the  principal 
Powers  of  the  world  at  the  same  time  might  prob- 
ably induce  Spain  the  sooner  to  accede  to  to  that 
necessity,  in  which  she  must  ultimately  acquiesce, 
and  would  thereby  hasten  an  even^  propitious  to 
her  own  interests  by  termmating  a  struggle  in 
which  she  is  wasting  her  strength  and  resources 
without  a  possibility  of  success — an  event  ardently 
to  be  desired  by  every  friend  of  humanity  afflicted 
by  the  continual  horrors  of  a  war,  cruel  and  san- 
guinary almost  beyond  example;  an  event  not 
only  desirable  to  the  unhappy  people  who  are  suf- 
fering the  complicated  distresses  and  calamities  of 
this  war,  but  to  all  the  nations  having  relations  of 
amity  and  of  commerce  with  them.  This  propo- 
sal, founded  upon  such  motives,  far  from  giving  to 
Spain  the  right  to  claim  of  the  United  States  an 
engagement  not  to  recognise  the  South  American 
Grovernments,  ought  to  have  been  considered  by 
Spain  as  proof  at  once  of  the  moderation  and  dis- 
cretion of  the  United  States  ;  as  evidence  of  their 
disposition  to  discard  all  selfish  or  exclusive  views 
in  the  adoption  of  a  measure  which  they  deemed 
wise  and  just  in  itself,  but  most  likely  to  prove 
efficacious  by  a  common  adoption  of  it,  in  a  spirit 
entirely  pacific,  in  concert  with  other  nations, 
rather  than  by  a  precioitate  resort  to  it  on  the  part 
of  the  United  Stales  alone. 

The  conditional  promise,  therefore,  now  offered 
by  you,  instead  of  the  positive  one  which  you  had 
declared  yourself  authorized  to  give,  cannot  be  ac- 
cepted by  the  President ;  and  I  am  constrained  to 
oteerve  that  he  can  consider  the  procedure  of  your 
Government,  in  thus  providing  you  with  powers 
and  instructions  utterly  inefficient  for  the  condu- 
sion  of  the  negotiation  with  which  you  are  charged, 
in  no  other  li^ht  than  as  proceeding  from  a  deter- 
mination on  its  part  still  to  protract  and  baffle  its 
final  successful  issue.  Under  these  circumstances, 
he  deems  it  his  duty  to  submit  the  correspondence 
which  has  passed  between  us,  since  your  arrival, 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Stales,  to  whom  it  will  belong  to  decide  how  far 
the  United  States  can  yet,  consistently  with  their 
duties  to  themselves,  and  the  rights  of  their  citi- 
zens, authorize  the  further  delay  requested  in  your 
note  of  the  5th  instant. 

In  the  conclusion  of  that  note  you  have  re- 
marked, alluding  to  a  great  change  which  appears 
to  have  taken  place  since  your  departure  from 
Madrid  in  the  Government  of  Spain,  that  this 
circumstance  alone  would  impose  on  you  the  ob- 
ligation of  giving  no  greater  latitude  to  your  pro- 
mise previous  to  your  receiving  new  instructions. 
If  I  have  understood  you  right,  your  intention  is 
to  remark  that,  this  circumstance  alone  would  re- 
strain you,  in  any  event,  from  giving,  without  new 
instructions,  the  unconditional  promise  of  ratifica- 
tion, which,  in  a  former  note,  you  had  declared 
yourself  authorized,  in  the  name  of  your  Sover- 
eign, to  give.  This  seems  to  be  equivalent  to  a 
declaration  that  you  consider  your  powers  them- 
selves, in  the  extent  to  which  they  were  intrusted 
to  you,  as  suspended  by  the  events  to  which  you 
thus  refer.     If  I  am  mistaken  in  taking  this  as 


your  meaning,  will  you  have  the  goodness  to  in- 
form me  how  far  you  do  consider  your  powers 
affected  by  the  present  state  of  your  information 
from  Spain  ? 

Please  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  distin- 
guished consideration. 

JOHN  Q.  ADAMS. 


Central  Vives  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Washington,  May  9,  1820. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  note  of  yesterday's  date, 
I  have,  in  the  first  place,  to  give  you  the  explana- 
tion requested  of  me,  of  the  import  of  my  last  pro- 
posal ;  and,  in  so  doing,  to  repeat,  in  other  words, 
that  I  am  authorized  solemnly  to  promise  to  this 
Government  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  by  His 
Majesty  only  in  case  the  third  point  of  my  pro- 
posals be  satisfied  ;  but  as  the  answer  given  to  this 
point  has  not  been  such  as  I  could,  agreeably  to 
my  instructions,  receive  as  satisfactory,  I  can  by 
no  means  commit  myself  by  giving  a  greater  ex- 
tension to  my  promise  than  that  expressed  in  my 
note. 

My  object  in  intimating  to  you  that,  although  I 
knew  nothing  officially,  yet  I  considered  as  au- 
thentic the  information  circulating  of  an  impor- 
tant change  in  the  Government  ot  Spain — a  cir- 
cumstance which  would,  of  itself,  effectually  pre- 
vent me  from  giving  greater  latitude  to  my  pro- 
mise— was,  to  apprize  your  Government  that  as, 
by  the  adoptiun  of  the  constitution  of  1812  in 
Spain,  the  powers  of  the  King  would  be  limited, 
it  would  no  lunger  depend  on  His  Majesty  alone 
to  fulfil  my  solemn  promise,  admitting  that  my 
instructions  had  empowered  me  to  give  such  a 
promise;  so  that  my  sole  motive  for  offering  a 
remark  upon  that  topic  was  to  strengthen  the 
grounds  on  which  my  propo^al  was  founded,  and, 
further,  to  enable  your  Government  so  to  appre- 
ciate as  no  longer  to  decline  assenting  to  it. 

I  shall,  on  this  occasion,  waive  all  reply  to  the 
arguments  again  advanced  by  you,  *n  exteruo, 
upon  the  question  of  His  Majesty's  obligation  to 
ratify  the  treaty,  and  confine  my.self  to  a  single 
remark,  namely,  that  all  the  authorities  cited  by 
you  lay  down  the  peace  and  happiness  of  man- 
kind in  general,  and  of  States  and  their  respective 
people  in  particular,  as  a  fundamental  principle. 
And  having,  in  my  first  note,  shown  the  noto- 
riously hostile  disposition  prevailing  throughout 
the  Union  towards  the  interests  of  the  Spanish 
monarchy,  it  necessarily  follows  that,  when  the 
objects  of  treaties  are  not  obtained,  the  ratification 
of  that  of  22d  February,  1819,  would,  in  like 
manner,  become  illusory  ;  and,  therefore,  that  His 
Majesty's  motives  for  suspending  it  were  founded 
upon  a  competent  view  ol  evident  facts. 

I  shall  also  leave  it  to  the  general  sense  of  the 
reflecting  part  of  mankind  to  decide  whether  the 
reasoning  you  rely  on,  in  stating  the  motives  of 
the  American  Government  for  proposing  to  other 
Powers  to  acknowledge  the  revolted  provinces  of 
Spanish  America,  and  in  exhibiting  them  as  fa- 
vorable, not  only  to  suffering  humanity,  but  to  the 
interests  of  Spain  herself,  be  not,  in  the  highest 
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degree,  specious ;  for,  if  such  maxims  were  to  be  | 
adopted,  nations  could  no  longer  count  upon  the 
int^rity  of  their  possessions,  or  upon  the  mainte- 
nance of  that  mutual  amity  and  good  understand- 
ing which  it  is  equally  their  duty  and  their  in- 
terest to  cultivate  in  their  relations  wiih  each 
other. 

I  have  the  honor  to  offer  you  anew  ihe  assu- 
rances of  my  distinguished  consideration,  and  I 
pray  Cnyd  long  to  preserve  you. 

FRANCISCO  D.  VIVES. 


General  Don  Prancitco  Dionino  Vives  to  the  Secretary 

of  State. 

:■■''  '  Washington,  May  10,  1820. 

Sir  :  In  conformity  with  the  orders  I  have  this 
moment  received  from  my  Government.  I  have  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that  His  Catholic  Msnesty 
hath  sworn  to  the  political  constitution  oi  the 
Spanish  monarchy  as  sanctioned  by  the  extraor- 
dinary Cortes  in  1812,  and  to  enclose  a  printed 
copy  of  His  Majesty's  manifest  to  the  nation,  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  the  President  a  just  view  of 
the  noble  and  generous  sentiments  which  actuate 
the  august  mind  of  the  King. 

Please  to  accept  the  renewed  assurances  of  my 
perfect  consideration,  and  my  wish  that  Grod  may 
preserve  you  many  years. 

FRANCISCO  D.  VIVES. 

(From  the  Nationil  PrcM.) 

Gazette  Extraoroinary  of  MAnRio, 

.    Sunday,  March  12,  1820. 

Proclamation  of  the  King  to  the  Nation. 

Spaniards:  When,  by  your  heroic  efforts,  you 
succeeded  in  terminating  a  captivity  in  which  I 
was  detained  by  the  most  unheard-of  perfidy,  every 
thing  I  saw  and  was  informed  of,  on  my  entering 
into  my  native  land,  conspired  to  persuade  me  that 
the  nation  wished  to  see  revived  its  ancient  form 
of  government;  and  this  persuasion  must  have  de- 
cided me  to  conform  myself  with  the  general  wish 
of  a  magnanimous  people,  who,  vanquisher  of  a 
foreign  enemy,  feared  the  still  more  dreadful  evils 
of  intestine  divisions. 

I  was,  however,  well  aware  that  the  rapid  pro- 
gress of  civilization  in  Europe;  the  universal  dif- 
fusion of  knowledge^  even  among  the  lower  classes; 
the  more  frequent  intercourse  with  the  different 
parts  of  the  globe ;  and  the  wonderful  events  of 
the  present  era,  have  given  rise  to  ideas  and  de- 
sires unknown  to  our  forefathers,  which  imperi- 
ously demand  the  most  energetic  measures  in  the 
Government.  I  also  knew  well  that  it  was  indis- 
pensable that  the  political  institutions  should  agree 
with  such  principles,  thereby  to  obtain  that  har- 
mony between  the  people  and  the  laws  on  which 
the  stability  and  peace  of  society  so  much  depend. 

But,  while  I  was  maturely  planning,  with  the 
solicitude  of  my  paternal  heart,  the  changes  to  be 
effected  in  our  fundamental  administration,  more 
suitable  to  the  national  character  and  to  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  different  provinces  of  the  Spanish 
monarchy,  and  also  more  analogous  to  an  enlight- 


ened nation,  you  have  let  me  know  your  wishes 
for  the  re-establishment  of  the  constitution  pro- 
claimed at  Cadiz,  in  the  year  1812,  amidst  the 
bustle  of  arms,  and  while,  to  the  astonishment  of 
the  world,  you  were  fighting  for  the  liberty  of  your 
country.  I  have  listened  to  your  desires,  and,  as 
a  loving  father,  I  have  condescended  to  grant  what 
my  children  thought  most  conducive  to  their  hap- 
piness. I  have  sworn  to  that  constitution  for 
which  you  longed,  and  I  will  always  be  its  firm- 
est supporter.  I  have  already  taken  the  most  ef- 
fectual measures  for  the  immediate  convocation 
of  the  Cortes.  In  them,  and  united  to  your  repre- 
sentatives, I  will  make  it  my  glory  to  concur  in 
the  great  work  of  national  prosperity. 

Spaniards !  Your  glory  is  my  only  ambition. 
The  desire  of  my  heart  is  to  see  you  all  united  and 
happy  around  my  throne.  Trust,  then,  to  your 
Kin^,  who  addresses  you  with  that  sincere  effusion 
of  his  soul  which  the  circumstances  in  which  you 
are,  and  a  sense  of  the  high  duty  imposed  upon 
him  by  Providence,  inspire  him  with.  Your  hap- 
piness will  henceforth  depend,  in  a  great  measure, 
upon  yourselves.  Do  not  suffer  yourselves  to  be 
seduced  by  the  deceitful  appearances  of  a  chimeri- 
cal happiness,  which  often  prevents  the  attaining 
of  real  bliss.  Allow  not  your  passions  to  be  ex- 
alted, as  they  are  wont  to  make  enemies  of  those 
who  ought  always  to  live  as  brothers,  and  be  as 
unanimous  in  their  wishes  as  they  are  in  the  pos- 
session of  one  religion,  the  speaking  of  one  lan- 
guage, and  the  conforming  to  the  same  manners 
and  customs.  Repel  the  perfidious  insinuations 
so  artfully  disguised  by  your  etiemies.  Let  us  con- 
form ourselves  strictly  to  the  constitution,  as  I 
myself  will  be  the  first  to  do ;  and  let  us  show  to 
Europe  a  pattern  of  wisdom,  order,  and  perfect 
moderation,  in  a  crisis  which,  in  other  nations, 
has  been  accompanied  by  scenes  of  bloodshed  and 
havoc.  Let  us  make  the  Spanish  name  admired 
and  respected,  at  the  same  time  that  we  establish 
forever  our  happiness  and  our  glory. 

FERDINAND. 

At  the  Palace,  Madrid,  March  10, 1820. 


General  Don  Francisco  Dionisio  Vives  to  the  Secretary 

of  State. 

Washington,  3/ay  11, 1820. 
Sir:  Among  the  documents  transmitted  with 
the  President's  Message  to  both  Houses  of  Con- 

f;ress,  and  published  in  this  day's  National  Intel- 
igencer,  I  nave  seen  with  surprise  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Gallatin,  stating  that  I  positively  told  him  that 
"  I  could,  in  case  of  an  arrangement,  give  satis- 
factory security  to  the  United  States,  and  that  it 
would  consist  in  consenting  that  they  should  take 
immediate  possession  of  Florida  without  waiting 
for  the  ratification  of  the  treaty.'^  Although  1 
have  with  all  frankness  proved,  in  my  corres- 
pondence with  you,  that  I  had  no  such  authority, 
and  that  it  will  not,  under  any  view  which  may- 
be taken,  appear  presumable  that  I  made  so  doubt- 
ful, so  useless,  and  inconsiderate  a  disclosure,  I  re- 
quest, however,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  com- 
municate this  to  the  President,  in  order  that,  hj 
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giving  publicity  to  this  document,  it  may  be  un- 
derstood that  I  made  no  such  proposal,  either  to 
Mr.  Gallatin  or  to  Baron  Pasquier.     I  renew,  dec. 
FRANCISCO  D.  VIVES. 


[The  following  report  on  the  same  subject  was  made 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  March  9,  1820.] 

The  committee,  to  whom  has  been  referred  so 
much  of  the  President's  Message  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session  as  relates  to  foreign 
affairs,  respectfully  report : 
That  their  attention  was  directed,  immediately 
upon  their  appointment,  to  the  state  of  the  rela- 
tions of  the  United  States  with  Spain,  and  that 
their  delay  in  making  a  report  on  them  must  be 
attributed  to  their  wish  "  to  afford  an  opportunity 
for  such  friendly  communications  during  the  pre- 
sent session  of  Congress"  as  the  Government  of 
Spain  had  authorized  us  to  expect.  They  thought 
it  better  that  Congress  should  postpone  its  deter- 
mination until  events  might  enable  it  to  make  that 
determination  definitive,  than  that  it  should  pass 
a  contingent  act  for  authorizing  measures  which 
it  was  not  proposed  immediately  to  execute ;  that 
it  should  found  its  determination  upon  relations 
ascertained  to  exist,  than  upon  a  calculation  of 
events  which  might  be  expected  to  occur  during 
its  sitting. 

But  more  than  a  year  has  passed  since  the  sig- 
nature of  the  treaty  by  which  it  was  proposed  to 
terminate  the  long  differences  between  the  United 
States  and  Spain  ;  more  than  six  months  since  the 
appointment  of  a  new  Minister  from  Spain,  who 
was  "  forthwith"  to  make  known  to  the  United 
States  the  intentions  of  his  Government;  and  we 
have  advanced  so  far  in  the  session  as  to  make  it 
necessary  to  propose,  without  further  delay,  any 
measure  on  which  it  is  expected  that  Congress 
shall  act  before  its  adjournment. 

The  committee  will  not  attempt  to  add  any 
thing  to  the  exposition  of  the  rights  of  the  United 
States  and  the  obligations  of  Spain  which  is  con- 
tained in  the  correspondence  between  the  two  Gov- 
ernments. We  can  hardly  expect  from  continued 
negotiation  the  redress  wnich  has  been  claimed 
for  twenty  years,  and  promised  for  eighteen  ;  which 
has  been  a  second  time  promised,  and  a  second 
time  withheld.  In  such  a  negotiation,  the  signa- 
ture of  a  treaty  seems  to  be  a  mere  incident,  and 
not  its  term. 

For  the  spoliations  which  have  been  committed 
upon  the  property  of  our  citizens,  for  the  invasion 
01  our  soil,  for  the  weakness  or  partiality  which 
has  made  a  Spanish  territory  the  place  of  rendez- 
vous and  encampment  of  an  enemy,  and  which 
has,  still  more  lately,  permitted  the  Indian  inhabi- 
tants of  that  territory  (whom  Spain  was  bound 
by  treaty  to  restrain)  to  engage  in  savage  hostili- 
ties against  us — for  all  these  acts  of  war,  a  people 
less  attached  to  peace  would  seek  redress  only  by 
war.  To  capture  and  confiscate  the  ships  and 
property  of  the  wrong-doer  would  be  admitted  to 
be  a  policy  of  mildness  and  forbearance.  But,  by 
such  reprisals,  the  Government  that  does  the  wrong 
suffers  less  than  the  unoffending  subject.    It  seems 


a  more  just  reprisal  to  occupy  the  province  which 
has  been  made  an  instrument  of  injury,  which  has 
been  designated  by  S|>ain  herself  as  the  fund  for 
our  indemnity,  and  whose  occupation  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  will  stop  the  accumulation  of  those 
claims  for  compensation  and  redress  which  the 
misgovernraent  of  that  neglected  colony  contin- 
ually produces.  The  committee  submit  to  the 
House  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  take  possession  of  East  and  West 
Florida,  and  establish  a  temporary  Government 
therein. 

There  appears  too  much  reason  to  believe,  from 
the  mistake  of  the  Spanish  negotiator  as  to  the 
dates  of  the  Spanish  grants  which  it  was  intended 
to  annul  if  the  projected  treaty  had  been  ratified, 
that  the  Crown  lands  in  Florida  may  be  insuffi- 
cient to  provide  the  expected  indemnity  for  our 
los.ses.  But  these  may  be  applied,  as  far  as  they 
will  go,  to  the  compensation  of  our  citizens ;  and 
for  the  excess  of  our  claim,  Spain,  by  whose  act 
the  domain  of  Florida  has  been  rendered  inade- 
quate, must  expect  us  to  look  westward.  Perhaps, 
when  our  attention  is  thus  forced  to  a  direction 
more  interesting  to  Spain,  her  Government  may 
at  last  admit  that  it  is  as  much  her  interest  as  ours 
that  the  just  claims  of  the  United  States  should  be 
provided  for  by  friendly  convention,  and  we  may 
nope  that  the  next  treaty  between  the  two  nations 
may  be  executed  as  well  as  signed. 
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Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Adam*, 
(No.  18,)  dated 

May  20,  1820. 

By  the  Gibraltar  mail  of  the instant,  I  re- 
ceived the  duplicate  of  your  No.  11.  You  will 
herewith  receive  copies  ot  Mr.  Jabat's  letter,  giv- 
ing notice  of  the  birth  and  title  of  the  son  of  the 
Infante  Don  Francisco  de  Paula,  and  my  answer. 

On  the  12th  I  paid  the  Minister  a  visit  at  the 
Office  of  State,  and,  as  I  expected,  he  inquired  if 
I  had  any  recent  advices  from  America.  I  stated 
to  him  very  frankly  that  I  had  received  nothing 
but  the  permission  from  our  Government  to  return 
to  the  United  States,  which,  from  a  belief  that  it 
would  be  most  aj^reeable  to  the  President,  I  should 
not  use  until  after  the  celebration  of  the  Cortes. 
He  professed  to  be  much  gratified  by  this  determi- 
nation, which  he  thought  was  calculated  to  pro- 
mote that  good  understanding  between  our  respec- 
tive Governments,  to  secure  which  was  the  object 
of  our  mutual  wishes.  From  this,  the  conversa- 
tion naturally  turned  to  the  unofficial  notices  from 
the  United  States,  and  particularly  to  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  affairs  oi  Florida.  He 
did  not  appear  to  apprehend  that  we  should  do  more 
than  occupy  the  territory  ;  but  he  expressed  a  great 
deal  of  dread  lest  there  should  be  blood  shed  in 
effecting  that  obiect,  and  carrying  into  effect  the 
act  proposed  by  the  committee. 

As  I  had  been  told  (as  stated  in  my  No.  17)  that 
some  uneasiness  was  felt  on  the  first  point,  I 
thought  it  prudent  to  show  him  that,  with  the  dis- 
positions now  entertained  in  Spain,  there  was  no 
reason  that  we  should  be  disposed  to  go  beyond 
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the  limits  of  the  treaty  of  February,  1819.  He 
would  recollect  that  tne  only  motives  we  could 
have  were  to  procure  satisfaction  for  the  injury 
sustained  by  the  delav  of  Spain  to  ratify  the  treaty, 
and  compensation  for  any  deficiency  in  the  fund 
for  the  payment  of  our  citizens  occasioned  by  the 
mistake  of  Mr.  Onis  about  the  date  of  the  large 
grants.  On  the  first,  I  was  sure  a  reasonable  ex- 
planation would  be  deemed  sufficient;  on  the  sec- 
ond, there  could  be  no  difficulty,  as  tfie  abandon- 
ment of  all  pretension  in  favor  of  the  grantees 
was  more  necessary  to  the  character  of  Spain  than 
it  was  important  to  the  interests  of  the  United 
States. 

I  did  not  suppose  there  was  much  ground  for 
the  fears  he  seemed  to  entertain  of  a  formidable 
resistance  to  the  occupation  of  Florida ;  neverthe- 
less, as  he  was  seriously  apprehensive,  I  suggested 
that  the  President  would  no  doubt  employ  a  force 
so  powerful  that  resistance  would  be  hopeless,  and 
I  presumed  the  good  sense  of  the  Spanish  author- 
ities would  prevent  them  from  making  a  useless 
sacrifice  of  the  lives  of  the  soldiers  committed  to 
their  care.  It  was  obvious,  from  the  conversation 
of  Mr.  Jabat,  that  the  seizure  of  the  territory  was 
anticipated,  and  that  the  only  fear  really  enter- 
tained was,  that  the  mode  of"^  occupation  would 
impose  an  obligation  on  the  present  rulers  to  make 
a  noise  about  it.  The  interview  terminated  by  a 
renewal  of  the  assurances  formerly  given,  of  the 
desire  of  the  Government  to  establish  a  permanent 


of  the  American  Grovernment.  I  did  not  fear  any 
ill  consequences  if  news  of  the  revolution  in  Spain 
could  reach  Washington  before  a  determination 
was  taken.  I  was  confident  that,  irritating  as  this^ 
authority  might  be,  the  President  would  be  dis- 
posed to  give  to  the  King  of  the  Spains  proofs  of 
the  moderation  and  good  will  which  had  distin- 
guished the  conduct  of  the  United  States  to  the 
King  of  Spain.  Taking  the  time  at  which  Con- 
gress has  usually. adjourned  as  the  criterion,  I  sup- 
pose that  General  Vives  would  scarcely  see  Wash- 
ington before  the  adjournment  of  the  legislative 
body.  I  have  since  learned  from  our  newspapers 
that  Congress  would  have  continued  in  session 
until  the  beginning  of  this  month,  and  that  Gen- 
eral Vives  reached  New  York  on  the  5ih  of  April. 
I  now  hope  that  Mr.  Hackley,  who  carried  my 
despatches  of  the  9ih  March,  and  who  left  the 
Straits  of  Gibraltar  about  the  27th  March,  will 
be  in  the  United  States  within  a  short  time  after 
the  arrival  of  the  Spanish  Mini.<vter.  In  the  present 
state  of  things,  nothing  could  be  more  auspicious 
than  the  pro^wsed  delay  of  acting  against  Florida, 
although  the  President  will  have  perceived  from 
your  first  communications  with  General  Vives, 
that,  but  for  recent  events,  we  should  have  given 
another  proof  of  useless  forbearance,  if  the  utility 
of  foi  bearance  was  to  be  estimated  by  the  good 
effect  it  would  have  produced  on  the  Government 
of  Spain.  Mr.  Jabat  proposed  to  me  to  see  the 
King  at  the  circle  that  day — a  ceremony  I  have 


friendship  with  us,  and  with  the  hope,  recipro-  :  not  thought  it  necessary  to  observe  since  the  post 
cally  expressed,  that  nothing  might  occur  to  ren-  ;  ponement  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty.  Always, 


der  it  difficult!  On  the  15lh,  i  received  a  note 
from  Mr.  Jabat,  (copy  enclosed,)  inviting  me  to 
see  him  the  next  day  at  eleven.  I  saw  him  at  the 
hour  appointed,  and  his  first  question  was,  "Have 
you  any  thing  from  Washington  ?"  To  my  rfply 
in  the  negative,  he  said,  "  Then  I  shall  have  the 
pleasure  of  giving  you  very  recent  advices  from 
that  place."  He  showed  me  a  despatch  from  Mr. 
Serna,of  the  28th  of  March, enclosing  copitsof  the 
President's  Message  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  27th,  and  of  the  documents  accompa- 
nying it.  Mr.  Jabat  was  highly  gratified ;  said 
nothing  could  have  occurred  more  favorable  to  the 
future  amity  of  the  two  nations ;  that  he  had 
shown  these  papers  to  the  King,  who  was  pleased 
both  with  the  measure  proposed,  and  the  reasons 
offered  for  it  by  the  President.  Mr.  Jabat  did  not 
omit  to  suggest,  what  I  knew  perfectly  well,  that 
the  accomplishment  of  the  expectations  of  the 
President  would  have  to  be  imputed  to  the  recent 
revolution  in  Spain.  He  explained  to  me  what 
I  did  not  understand  in  our  previous  conversa- 
tion, the  foundation  of  his  fears  of  a  formidable 
resistance  in  Florida.  It  seems  the  ports  of  the 
territory  had  been  reinforced  in  Cuba,  and  the 
Governor  General  of  that  island  had  given  official 
notice  of  it  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  Joining 
with  the  Spanish  secretary  in  his  expressions  of 
satisfaction,  I  suggested  the  hope  that  General 
Vives  would  not  arrive  until  after  the  adjournment 
of  Congress,  as  it  was  impossible  to  foresee  what 
might  l^  the  effect  produced  bv  his  arrival  with- 
out competent  power  to  meet  tne  just  expectations 


however,  replying  politely  to  the  notes  sent  on 
particular  occasions,  and  once  calling  at  the  palace 
when  the  King  was  ill,  I  had  resolved  to  renew 
these  visits  ot  ceremony  immediately  after  the 
liberation  of  the  Americans,  prisoners  in  Spain, 
and  therefore  the  more  readily  acceded  to  this  pro- 
posal. I  attended  the  circle  with  the  diplomatic 
body,  and  was  received,  as  I  had  been  taught  to 
expect,  perfectly  well,  and  as  if  there  had  b^n  no 
interruption  in  my  visits  to  it. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  same  to  the  same,  (iVb.  19.) 

July  13, 1820. 

A  few  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  Minister  of 
State,  (Perez  de  Castro,)  I  called  at  his  office  to 
see  him  on  our  affairs.  I  stated  that  the  time  for 
the  meeting  of  the  Cortes  was  near  at  hand,  and 
I  was  desirous  to  know  what  was  proposed  by  this 
Government  to  be  done.  He  declared  himself 
to  be  unable  to  converse  on  the  subject  of  the  ne- 
gotiation with  the  United  States.  He  was  not 
master  of  the  correspondence,  and  that  his  nu- 
merous and  pressing  engagements  had  rendered 
it  impossible  for  him  as  yet  to  become  so.  He 
was  examining,  and  hoped  to  speak  advisedly  on 
it  in  a  short  time.  I  gave  him  a  translation  of 
the  remonstrance  of  the  18th  of  October,  to  apprize 
him  of  the  state  of  the  dispute  in  relation  to  the 
eighth  article  of  the  treaty,  not  officially,  but  as 
a  document  for  his  own  examination,  telling  him 
that  I  did  not  conceive  it  necessary,  from  the  dis- 
position manifested  since  the  revolution,  to  make 
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an  official  representation  on  this  subject.  He  re- 
ceived it  very  willingly.  He  had  seen,  as  he  stated, 
in  the  foreign  newspapers,  that  it  was  asserted  by 
the  American  Government  that  the  treaty  was 
obligatory  upon  Spain, although  not  ratified:  this 
position  ne  could  not  consider  as  founded  either 
in  the  opinion  of  the  best  authorities,  or  in  the 
usages  of  nation.  I  explained  to  him  that  we 
considered  the  treaty  as  obligatory  in  justice  and 
in  honor  as  if  ratified  by  Spain.  As  no  satisfactory 
reason  had  been,  or,  as  we  believed,  could  be 
given  for  the  refusal  to  ratify,  there  could  be  no 
question  as  to  our  right  to  resort  to  any  measure 
we  deemed  proper  to  obtain  satisfaction.  The 
least  we  could  do  was  to  execute  the  treaty ;  and 
when  we  gave  to  Spain  all  the  advantages  she 
could  derive  from  it,  we  should  take  from  her  all 
just  cause  even  to  complain  of  the  course  pursued. 
He  spoke  a  good  deal  at  large  of  the  charge  of 
bad  faith  which  was  urged  against  Spain,  and 
said  she  had  no  motive  ot  avarice  or  ambition  to 
gratify  in  her  negotiation  with  us;  and  if  her 
policy  required  her  to  procrastinate,  this  was  no 
reason  to  charge  her  with  ill  faith.  To  all  this  I 
answered  that  the  systematic  procrastination,  al- 
though at  all  times  vexatious,  had  never  been 
urged  as  a  proof  of  bad  faith ;  it  was  the  non- 
compliance with  engagements  actually  made  by 
persons  duly  authorized  and  empowered  by  this 
Government ;  that,  if  the  avarice  or  ambition  of 
the  Government  was  not  known  in  the  negotia- 
tion, that  of  individuals  who  had  possessed  in- 
flence  in  Spain  was  but  too  visible.  I  saw  him 
again  after  ten  days.  He  bad  run  over  the  whole 
correspondence  ;  talked  of  the  treaty  of  1802  ;  the 
proposals  of  Mr.  Pmckney  ;  the  guaranty  of  the 
Spanish  American  dominions,  as  an  inducement 
to  cede  Florida ;  in  short,  of  all  that  had  passed 
prior  to  the  convention  of  1819 ;  of  the  losses 
Spain  had  sustained,  and  of  our  gains.  I  listened 
patiently  to  all  he  had  to  advance;  when  he  had 
finished,  I  replied  that  we  had  gained  nothing 
from  Spain;  if  her  arrangement  with  another 
Power  was  matter  of  regret,  it  was  not  our  fault ; 
what  we  had  obtained  was  purchased  and  paid 
for;  that  I  had  no  instructions  from  the  President 
since  August,  1819,  and,  therefore,  could  not  speak 
certainly  of  what  might  be  the  wish  of  my  Grovern- 
raent ;  but  that  it  appeared  to  me  it  would  be  bet- 
ter for  Spain,  at  the  present  juncture,  not  to  look 
beyond  the  treaty  of  1819,  but  to  consider  what 
obligations  were  imposed  upon  her  by  it,  and  by 
her  as  yet  unexplained  refusal  to  ratify  it.  He  did 
not  seem  unwilling  to  adopt  this  idea,  and  entered 
into  a  short  examination  of  the  conduct  of  the 
United  States  in  the  dispute  between  the  colonies 
and  Spain  ;  the  expeditions  fitted  out  by  Miranda, 
Mina,  &c. ;  of  the  patriot  privateers,  dec.  I  replied 
that  we  had  done  all  Spain  had  a  right  to  expect 
from  us  ;  that,  determining  to  be  neutral  between 
the  contending  parties,  we  had  taken  every  means 
necessary  to  preserve  that  neutrality.  If  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  had  been  sometimes  violated 
with  impunity,  it  was  what  had  occurred,  and 
would  occur,  in  all  nations,  by  the  escape  of  per- 
sons who  had  committed  offences ;  that  all  recla- 


mations founded  upon  them  by  causes  of  complaint 
were  removed  by  the  convention,  Ac.  Previous 
to  this  conversation,  I  had  seen  in  the  English  news- 
papers the  President's  Message  to  Congress  of  the 
9th  April,  headed  by  a  sort  of  abstract  of  your 
correspondence  with  General  Vives,  in  which  it 
was  stated  that  this  Government  had  not  asked 
explanations  of  me  relative  to  the  treaty  because  of 
my  intemperate  conduct.  I  remarked  to  the  Min- 
ister that  this  was  not  the  fact.  Explanations  were 
not  asked  of  me,  because,  anticipating  what  would 
be  required,  I  had  given  the  Ministry  to  understand 
that,  upon  the  subject  of  the  dispute  with  the  col- 
onies, I  had  no  explanations  to  give,  and  that  it 
was  informally  made  known  to  me,  before  the  22d 
of  August,  that  1  could  have  the  convention  if  I 
was  authorized  to  promise  that  the  Grovernment 
of  the  United  States  would  not  recognise  the 
independence  of  any  of  the  Patriot  Grovernmenls. 
He  said  he  had  read  the  note  I  had  given  him, 
and  those  previously  written,  and  that  there  were 
expressions  stronger  than  he  had  ever  met  with  in 
diplomatic  correspondence,  but  he  supposed  they 
were  written  when  1  was  a  little  warm.  I  ques- 
tioned whether  he  had  ever  met  with  a  similar 
case  in  the  history  of  diplomacy,  and  that  I  was 
not  a  little  warm,  but  indignant  at  seeing  the 
character  of  a  great  nation,  and  its  peace,  and  that 
of  my  own  country,  put  in  jeopardy  for  the  sake 
and  by  the  intrigues  of  selSsh  individuals.  As  the 
Minister  had  not  seen  the  message,  I  promised  to 
procure  and  send  it  to  him.  He  was  not  prepared 
to  say  what  course  would  be  recommended  to  the 
Cortes,  upon  whom  every  thing  depended.  I 
pressed  upon  him  the  necessity  of  doing  what 
was  done  promptly.  He  was  satisfied  of  the  im- 
portance of  doing  so,  and  promised  to  let  me  know 
the  determination  of  the  Ministry  as  soon  as  it 
was  made.  At  parting,  he  referred  to  the  assist- 
ance received  from  Spain  during  our  revolutionary 
war,  which  he  said  we  ought  not  to  forget.  The 
reply  was,  we  never  forget  when  you  permit  us 
to  remember  it.  I  met  the  Secretary  of  State  at 
dinner  on  the  same  day  at  the  English  ambassa- 
dor's. He  told  me  had  received  that  morning, 
from  General  Vives,  despatches,  the  President's 
Message,  and  the  correspondence  sent  with  it  to 
Congress.  He  had  not  yet  had  time  to  read  them 
attentively,  but  appeared  to  be  pleased  with  what 
he  had  seen  in  glancing  over  the  papers.  On  the 
4th  of  July  Mr.  De  Castro  dined  at  my  house,  and 
brought  with  him  a  copy  of  the  message  and  cor- 
respondence, which  he  left  with  me,  to  be  returned, 
as  he  had  but  the  one  copy.  On  the  6th  the  Cortes 
was  installed,  Espiga  cho:ien  president,  a  priest, 
but  one  of  the  most  liberal;  and  Q,uiroga  vice 
president.  I  was  in  the  tribune  prepared  for  the 
diplomatic  corps  during  the  votation,  and  went 
from  it  to  the  office  of  Mr.  De  Castro,  to  restore 
to  him  the  documents  he  had  loaned  me.  He  was 
just  going  to  the  King,  and  had  but  a  few  mo- 
ments to  converse  with  me.  In  these  few,  he  said 
he  thought  the  President  did  not  look  beyond  the 
ratification  of  the  convention,  the  grants  being 
set  aside,  and  there  could  be  no  difficulty  about 
them.     It  was  his  opinion  that  this  should  be  done. 
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I  do  not  say,  he  continued,  it  will  be  done;  that 
depends  on  another  body ;  but  it  is  my  opinion  that 
it  will  be.  What  say  you,  he  asked — will  this  be 
satisfactory  ?  I  reminded  him  that  I  had  no  in- 
structions— hoped  to  receive  them.  I  could  give 
him  only  an  opinion  in  turn.  Judging  from  the 
correspondence  and  message,  I  saw  no  sufficient 
reason  to  change  the  opinion  already  given  to  Mr. 
Jabat,  that  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  accompa- 
nied by  satisfaction  for  the  injury  caused  by  the 
delay,  would  be  accepted  by  the  United  States.  I 
was  present  at  the  session  of  the  Cortes  on  the  9th. 
The  oath  required  by  the  constitution  was  taken 
by  the  King  in  due  lorm,  and  an  address  made  to 
him  by  the  president.  The  King  said  a  few  words 
in  reply,  and  then  read  his  speech.  Copies  fur- 
nished by  the  Department  of  State  are  enclosed, 
as  also  copies  of  the  answer  of  the  Cortes,  pre- 
pared by  a  select  committee  appointed  for  that 
purpose.  The  answer  to  that  part  of  the  King's 
speech  which  refers  to  the  dispute  with  the  United 
States  is  marked  by  the  introduction  of  a  very 
emphatic  word.  The  King  says:  "Although  a 
complication  of  various  circumstances  has  not 
permitted  as  yet  the  adjustment  of  those  differ- 
ences, (with  the  United  States  and  Portugal,)  I 
hope  that  the  iustice  and  moderation  of  the  prin- 
ciples which  airect  our  diplomatic  operations  will 
produce  a  result  decorous  to  the  nation,  and  agree- 
able to  the  pacific  system,  &c.  dec.  of  Europe." 
The  answer  is :  "  The  Cortes  only  regret  that  there 
exist  differences  with  the  United  States  and  His 
Most  Faithful  Majesty  ;  but  the  principles  of  mod- 
eration that  will  direct  now  our  diplomatic  nego- 
tiations give  hope  to  the  Cortes  that  they  will 
conclude  in  terms  which,  being  a  termination 
decorous  to  the  nation,  may  not  interrupt  the  pa- 
cific system,  dec.  dec.  of  Europe." 

On  the  11th  the  Minister  of  State  read  his  re- 
port to  the  Cortes,  and  gave  them  an  account  of 
the  state  of  the  dispute  with  the  United  States.  I 
was  not  present.  A  very  imperfect  account  of  it 
is  published  in  the  newspapers.  I  hope  to  procure 
it  to  send  with  this  despatch,  as  also  a  very  inter- 
esting report  of  the  Minister  of  the  Grovernment 
of  the  Peninsula,  Augustin  Arguelles. 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  the  same  to  the  same,  (marked 
private)  dated 

July  30,  1820. 
On  the  22d  I  wrote  to  Mr.  De  Castro,  to  say  to 
him  that  the  President  would  accept  the  treaty  of 
1819,  subject  to  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  if  immediately  ratified  by  Spain.  Had 
the  Secretary  of  State  been  in  Madrid,  after  what 
has  occurred  in  our  conversation,  I  should  only 
have  stated  to  him,  verbally,  what  I  had  been 
instructed  to  say ;  but,  as  the  time  of  his  slay  at 
Sacedon  was  uncertain,  I  thought  it  better  to 
write  than  to  ask  an  interview  at  that  place,  as 
the  latter  might  be  imputed  to  an  anxiety  on  the 
subject  which  I  was  instructed  not  to  aiscover. 
His  answer  is  of  the  25th,  and  is  perfectly  satis- 
factory. He  has  the  commands  of  the  King  "  to 
bring  the  business  of  the  negotiation  immediately 
16th  CoN.  2d  8E8g 46 


before  the  Cortes,  and  is  using  all  exertion  to  do  so." 
Mr.  Jabat  called  on  me  on  the  27th,  to  say  that, 
in  consequence  of  this  correspondence,  the  King 
would  shorten  his  stay  at  Sacedon,  would  come 
to  Madrid  on  the  10th  of  August,  and  that  the 
negotiation  would  be,  by  the  12th,  before  the  Cortes. 
There  is,  therefore,  every  reason  to  hope  that  all 
will  be  finished  by  the  20th.  As  so  little  time  is 
to  elapse  before  I  shall  have  it  in  my  power  to 
say  what  has  been  done,  I  write  hastily,  intending, 
immediately  after  the  determination  of  the  Cortes, 
to  forward  copies  of  the  correspondence,  and  a 
more  formal  statement  of  what  has  occurred  and 
may  occur. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  same  to  the  sanu,  (marked 
private,)  dcUed 

AcGUST  27,  1820. 

My  hopes  of  seeing  the  business  of  the  Florida 
treaty  definitively  arranged  by  the  20th  of  this 
month  have  been  disappointed.  The  King  did 
not  come  from  Sacedon  until  the  12th.  I  was 
taught  to  expect  an  immediate  movement  in  our 
affairs,  but  it  was  not  made.  Early  last  week  I 
had  an  accidental  interview  with  one  of  the  Min- 
isters, (Mr.  Jabat,)  who  told  me  the  necessary 
papers  were  prepared,  and  would  be  before  the 
Cortes  during  the  week.  Yesterday  morning,  as 
nothing  had  been  done,  I  called  at  the  office  of 
Mr.  De  Castro,  to  know  what  was  the  motive  for 
delaying  to  present  the  subject  to  the  Cortes. 
Mr.  De  Castro  imputed  it  entirely  to  the  press  of 
important  matters  at  home.  He  had  just  sent  to 
ask  the  Cortes  to  designate  the  day  and  hour  when 
he  could  lay  before  them,  in  the  name  of  the  King, 
the  business  of  the  treaty  for  the  cession  of  Florida. 
Before  I  left  the  office,  the  Secretary  of  State  was 
informed  that  the  Cortes  would  receive  him  im- 
mediately. At  one  o'clock  yesterday,  the  Cortes 
had  a  secret  session,  and  no  doubt  the  proper  com- 
munication was  made.  I  still  refrain,  therefore, 
from  sending  you  copies  of  the  previous  corres- 
pondence with  this  Government,  believing  that 
within  a  few  days  I  shall  be  able  to  give  you  the 
result  of  the  deliberations  of  the  National  Cortes. 

With  the  expectation  of  giving  you,  in  a  very 
short  time,  the  final  resolution  of  this  Grovernment 
on  the  affairs  of  the  treaty,  I  am,  dear  sir,  respect- 
fully, your  most  obedient  servant. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Adams, 
(marked  private,)  dated 

September  21,  1820. 
Apprehensive  that  the  decision  of  the  Cortes  on 
the  business  of  Florida  will  not  be  made  in  time 
to  enable  me  to  give  you  notice  of  it  before  the 
meeting  of  Congress,  I  have  thought  it  prudent 
to  forward  to  you  my  despatch  of  this  day's  date. 
You  will  see  the  grounds  I  had  for  believing 
that  a  speedy  decision  would  be  made,  and  that 
the  decision  would  be  what  was  desired  by  the 
President.  Although  the  delay  is  apparently  with- 
out motive,  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  de- 
cision, when  made,  will  be  what  we  have  a  right 
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to  expect.  I  5aw  Martinez  de  la  Rosa,  appointed 
to  the  political  commission  in  place  of  Count  To- 
reno,  who  was  elected  president  of  the  Cortes 
three  days  since;  he  told  me  the  Secretary  of 
State  had  pressed  them  to  make  an  early  deter- 
mination, and  that  the  report  of  the  commission 
would  be  soon  prepared ;  he  acknowledged,  at  the 
same  time,  that  he  did  not  know  the  state  of  the 
business.  Mr.  De  Castro  on  Tuesday  expressed 
the  greatest  anxiety  to  hare  the  affair  arranged 
before  the  meeting  of  Congress,  and  had  directed 
General  Vives  to  give  you  every  assurance  of  the 
wish  of  the  Government  to  satisfy  us.  It  is  true 
that  the  change  in  the  head  of  the  political  com- 
mission accounts  for  a  portion  of  this  delay,  and 
that  the  Cortes  have  been  occupied  by  the  consid- 
eration of  questions  apparently  more  pressing,  as 
they  related  to  the  affairs  of  the  peninsula,  and 
were  connected  with  the  public  tranquillity ;  still, 
however,  there  has  been  ample  time  for  the  ad- 
justment of  this  business. 

Mr.  Onis  has  published  a  memoir  on  the  nego- 
tiation between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  with 
a  statistical  notice  of  our  country — a  work  that 
does  little  credit  to  his  penetration  or  candor.    He 
accuses  us  of  ambition  and  avarice,  and  yet  en- 
deavors to  show  that  the  treaty  of  cession  ot  Flori- 
da ought  to  be  considered  as  a  treaty  of  exchange 
of  Florida  for  Texas,  a  country  more  extensive, 
fertile,  and  valuable.     I  send  you  an  extract  from 
that  part  of  the  work  which  relates  to  the  corre- 
pondence  on  the  subject  of  the  grants  after  the 
treaty  was  signed.     In  another  part  of  the  work 
he  imputes  the  refusal  to  ratify  prior  to  August, 
1819,  to  a  belief  that  England  would  make  use  of 
the  cession  of  Florida  to  us  as  a  pretext  to  seize 
the  island  of  Cuba,  and  to  a  belief  that  we  would 
occupy  the  territory  by  force,  and  by  this  means 
secure  the  donations  to  Alagon,  Punon  Robtro, 
and  Vargas. 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  the  same  to  the  same,  (No.  20,) 

dated 

September  21,  1820. 

In  a  postscript,  dated  July  20,  to  my  despatch 
of  No.  19,  I  had  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your 
No.  12,  of  the  25th  of  May.  On  the  21st  1  wrote 
to  Mr.  De  Castro,  who  was  at  Sacedon  with  the 
King,  a  note,  (copy  marked  No.  1.)  His  answer, 
(copy  marked  No.  2,)  dated  the  25th,  was  re- 
ceived on  the  26th  July.  On  the  27th  I  had  a 
visit  from  Mr.  Jabat,  who  called  by  the  desire  of 
Mr.  De  Castro.  Mr.  Jabat  informed  me  that  the 
King  would  shorten  his  stay  at  Sacedon  ;  would 
be  in  Madrid  on  the  10th  of  August ;  that  all  the 
documents  relating  to  the  treaty  of  cession,  and 
the  late  correspondence,  would  be  presented  by  the 
12th  to  the  Cortes,  and  he  hoped  all  would  be 
despatched  before  the  20th.  For  the  reasons  ex- 
plained in  my  private  letter  of  the  27th  August, 
the  necessary  communication  was  not  made  to  the 
Cortes  until  the  26th.  The  subiect  was  referred 
to  the  political  commission,  who  have  not  yet 
given  to  the  Cortes  the  result  of  their  examina- 
tion of  it.    Mr.  De  Castro  has  uniformly  assured 


me  of  bis  anxiety  to  have  an  immediate  decision. 
He  solicited  a  speedy  decision  when  he  presented 
the  papers  to  the  Cortes.  Although  I  look  daily 
for  fiirther  information  of  the  movements  of  that 
body,  I  am  without  the  means  to  know  certainly 
when  they  will  be  made. 

No.  1. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Don  Evaristo  Perez  de  Castro,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Despatch  of  State,  ^c. 

Madrid,  Juiy  21,  1820. 

Sir  :  In  the  several  conversations  I  have  had 
with  your  Excellency  on  the  relations  of  our  re- 
spective Governments,  arising  from  the  convention 
of  1819,  I  have  expressed  my  conviction  that, 
notwithstanding  what  has  occurred,  a  prompt 
ratification  of  that  instrument  by  Spain,  accom- 
panied by  satisfaction  for  the  injuries  sustained  by 
the  United  States  in  consequence  of  its  being 
heretofore  withheld,  would  be  accepted  by  my 
Government.  I  have  now  the  instructions  of  the 
President,  and  am  authorized  to  assure  you  that 
the  immediate  ratification  by  Spain  of  the  con- 
vention of  February,  1819,  will  be  accepted  by  the 
President,  subject  to  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate  of  the  United  Slates. 

Relying  implicitly  upon  the  assurances  received 
of  the  desire  of  this  Government  to  terminate  at 
once,  and  in  the  most  amicable  manner,  the  dis- 
I  pute  with  the  United  States,  I  with  pleasure  avoid 
the  unpleasant  task  of  remarking  upon  the  dis- 
agreeable occurrences  connected  with  this  subjfct, 
since  my  residence  near  the  person  of  His  Catholic 
,  Majesty,  or  upon  the  >urprise  and  disappointment 
''  felt  in  the  United   States  on  the  discovery  of  the 
object  of  the  mission  of  General    Vives,  and  the 
limited  power  granted  to  him.     Your  Excellency 
is  already  apprized  that  the  Government  of  my 
'  country  has  been  induced  to  delay  acting  decisively 
I  against  Spain  by  the  extraordinary  change  ^  the 
;  constitution  of  this  monarchy — a  revoluticai  with- 
j  out  example  in  the  hi.story  of  the  world — the  ad- 
i  miration  of  the  present,  as  it  will  be  of  every  fu- 
i  ture  age.     The  expectation  that  all  differences 
i  between  Spain  and  the  United   States  would  be 
;  speedily  and  satisfactorily  adjusted  as  soon  as  this 
;  Government   was  completely   organized   on   the 
j  principles  of  the  chango  which  had  taken   place, 
,  was  the  cause  of  this  delay.     The  moment  has 
arrived  which  will  see  this  expectation  realized 
;  or  disappointed.     His  Catholic  Majesty  now  sees 
I  in   his  capital  the  representatives  of  the  people. 
:  The  Cortes  are  in  the  full  and  tranquil  exercise 
'  of  the  high  and  important  duties  confided  to  them 
I  by  the  constitution  of  the  Spanish  monarchy.     I 
I  refrain  from  indulging  the  free  expression  of  ray 
:  congratulation  to  the  King  and  to  the  nation  at 
I  the  interesting  events  of  which  I  have  been  the 
I  witness.     Were  I  to  use  the  only  language  I  am 
accustomed  to  use,  that  which  truly  expresses  my 
sentiments,  my  motives  might  be  misunderstood, 
or  I  should  be  accused  of  substituting  the  effusions 
of  enthusiasm  for  the  offerings  of  diplomatic  re- 
spect.    1  content  myself,  therefore,  with  the  simple 
expression  of  my  satisfaction  at  the  situation  in 
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which  this  Government  finds  itself,  as  it  affords 
the  opportunity  of  bringing  to  its  close  the  long- 
protracted  negotiation  with  my  own  country. 
The  attention  of  the  Cortes  has  been  already 
called  to  this  subject,  and  they  have  been  informed 
by  His  Majesty  that  their  intervention  will  be, 
under  the  present  system,  necessary  to  its  final 
settlement.  This  intervention  cannot  be  too 
prompt,  considering  either  the  effect  to  bfe  pro- 
duced on  the  future  relations  between  the  two 
countries,  or  the  time  which  has  elapsed,  not  only 
since  the  signature  of  the  convention,  but  since 
the  expiration  of  the  period  at  which  the  ratifica- 
tions of  it  were,  by  express  stipulation,  to  have 
been  exchanged.  The  only  questions  presented 
for  decision  are  of  a  character  that  demand  bat 
little  consideration.  The  principles  which  must 
regulate  this  decbion  are  so  well  known  as  scarcely 
to  admit  a  difference  of  opinion  respecting  them. 

What  are  the  obligations  imposed  upon  Spain 
by  the  signature  of  the  treaty,  and  the  subsequent 
failure  to  ratify  it?     The  obligation  to  ratify  is 
the  inevitable  result  of  the  formation  of  a  treaty, 
and  can  only  be  avoided   by  showing  (what,  in 
this  case,  has  never  been  asserted)  that  the  nego- 
tiator who  signed  it  stipulated,  in  the  name  of  his 
Government,  what  he  was  not  authorized  to  stip- 
ulate.    Upon  the  principles  universally  recognised 
by  the  law  of  nations,  it  is  beyond  dispute  that  the 
faith  of  the  nation,  once  pledged  by  its  monarch, 
having  competent  power,  no  change  in  the  in- 
ternal government  can   release  it.     The  promise 
of  the  King   once   given    to   a    foreign   Govern- 
ment, no  subsequent  engagement  with  his   own 
subjects,   or  with   other  nations,  can  impair   its 
strength.     If  these  principles  are  true,  the  obliga- 
tions consequent  upon  the  failure  to  ratify  are  un- 
questionable.    The  first  of  these   is  the   prompt 
ratification  of  the  instrument ;  the  second,  an  ex- 
planation of  the  causes  justifying  the  postpone- 
ment, to  this  time,  of  the  ratification,  or  an  atone- 
ment for  the  injuries  resulting  from  it.     In  urging 
an  immediate  decision,  I   am  specially  instructed 
to  add,  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  President 
to  avail  himself  of  the  incidents  of  this  negotia- 
tion, and  of  the  principles  of  the  laws  of  nations 
applicable  to  them,  to  fasten  a  hard  and  unequal 
bargain  upon  Spain.     He  has  always  considered, 
and  still  views,  the  treaty  as  highly  advantageous 
to  Spain,  and  would  not  now  desire  its  ratification 
if,  in  the  just  and  reasonable  estimation  of  Spain 
herself,  it  could  be  viewed  in  any  other  light. 

The  causes  which  have  heretofore  delayed  this 
ratification  here  present  themselves  for  examina- 
tion ;  but,  for  the  reason  already  indicated,  and 
from  a  desire  to  avoid  all  unpleasant  and  useless 
recollections,  I  shall  not  dwell  upon  them  ;  it  is 
enough  that,  however  satisfactory  they  may  have 
been  made  to  appear  to  His  Catholic  Majesty, 
they  do  not  justify,  in  the  eyes  of  the  United 
States,  the  course  that  has  been  pursued.  But 
even  these  causes,  so  lar  as  the  judgment  of  His 
Majesty's  Minister  in  the  United  States  can  be 
relied  upon,  no  longer  present  obstacles  to  the  im- 
mediate and  final  decision  of  this  affair.  But, 
while  the  Government  of  the  United  States  is  far 


from  considering  the  delay  which  has  taken  place 
as  justifiable,  I  am  not  instructed  by  the  President 
to  insist  upon,  or  even  to  ask,  satisfaction  for  the 
injuries  occasioned  by  it.  That  this  satisfaction 
has  not  been  claimed  by  the  United  States,  is  to 
be  imputed  not  to  any  doubt  of  their  right  to  de- 
mand, or  of  the  obligation  of  Spain  to  afford  it, 
but  has  sprung  from  the  desire  to  manifest  more 
clearly  the  principles  of  forbearance  and  modera- 
tion that  have  governed  their  march  in  this  nego- 
tiation. 

That  it  is  not  asked  now  arises  from  sentiments 
towards  the  Spanish  nation,  no  one  more  truly 
than  your  Excellency  can  understand  and  appre- 
ciate. 

What  follows  will,  I  trust,  be  found  to  be  alto- 
gether unnecessary  ;  nevertheless,  it  is  incumbent 
upon  me  to  say  to  your  Excellency  that,  if  the  de- 
termination of  Spain  to  ratify  the  convention  o( 
February,  1819,  is  not  immediate,  the  claim  to 
further  satisfaction  will  be  no  longer  waived; 
that,  upon  any  future  adjustment,  the  United 
States  will  insist  upon  an  indemnity  ;  that  an  ad- 
ditional provision  will  be  indispensable  for  the  ex- 
isting claims  of  their  citizens  upon  the  Spanish 
Government;  and  that  the  right  of  the  United 
States  to  the  western  boundary  of  the  Rio  d^ 
Norte  will  be  reasserted,  and  never  again  relin- 
quished. 

I  renew  to  your  Excellency,  whom  may  Grod 
preserve,  the  assurances  of  my  perfect  respect. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Don  Evaristo  Perez  de  Castro,  dec. 

No.  2. 
Don  Evaristo  Perez  de  Castro  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Sacedon,  July  25,  1820. 
Sir:  I  have  lost  no  time  in  laying  before  the 
King,  my  august  master,  the  contents  cf  your  Ex- 
cellency's note  of  the  21st  instant.  His  Majesty 
has  received  with  the  greatest  interest  and  satis- 
faction the  information  contained  in  the  commu- 
nication which  you  were  pleased  to  make  to  me 
concerning  the  instructions  which  you  had  re- 
ceived from  your  Government,  and  which  are 
conformable  to  what  has  been  communicated  by 
the  Minister  of  Spain  at  Washington.  You  may 
be  firmly  persuaded  that  the  desires  of  this  cabihet~ 
to  see  a  prompt  termination  of  the  business  left  • 
pending  by  the  non-ratification  of  the  treaty  of 
February,  1819,  on  the  part  of  the  King,  are  as 
lively  and  sincere  as  its  will  is  decided  ;  and  it  is 
full  of  hope  that  the  decision  of  this  subject  will 
be  satisfactory  for  both  States,  and  apt  to  found 
upon  unalterable  bases  the  friendship  which  His 
Majesty  is  desirous  of  preserving  with  the  United 
States. 

It  being  indispensable  to  bear  the  Cortes  of  the 
kingdom,  before  the  King,  my  master,  can  take 
the  final  step  which  the  President  desires,  and 
•  with  which  his  Majesty  flatters  himself  to  see  the 
present  dispute  happily  terminated,  he  has  been 
pleased  to  command  me  to  put  this  business  in  a 
state  of  being  presented  to  the  National  Congress 
so  speedily  as  that  it  may  experience  no  more  de- 
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lay  thaa  maybe  absolutely  indispensable  to  ac- 
complish it  I  have  received  this  order  with  sin- 
gular pleasure,  as  being  so  agreeable  to  my  per- 
sonal sentiments,  and  overcoming,  by  dint  of 
activity,  every  impediment  which  might  oppose 
the  desired  ready  despatch  of  this  important  sub- 
ject, through  ray  recent  entrance  into  this  ministry, 
and  the  imperious  necessity  of  ray  informing  my- 
self of  its  former  and  present  state.  I  have  the 
honor  to  assure  you  that  I  hasten,  and,  if  I  may 
be  allowed  the  expression,  count  the  moments,  to 
present  myself  before  the  Cortes  with  this  business ; 
It  being  my  solicitude  to  give  every  activity  to  its 
resolution,  and  not  to  delay  an  instant  the  de^ired 
conclusion  of  the  whole.  In  the  meantime.  His 
Majesty  has  seen  with  satisfaction  the  sentiments 
which  animate  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
(an  estimable  proof  that  he  has  confidence  in  those 
of  the  King,  my  august  master,  and  in  the  punc- 
tuality and  good  faith  of  the  nation,  happily  re- 
generated by  the  new  institutions,)  which  cannot 
lail  to  designate  in  the  acts  of  the  Grovernment 
that  firm  and  loyal  march  of  which  the  noble 
Spanish  character  and  the  wisdom  of  their  rep- 
resentatives are  the  guarantees. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to 
you  the  demonstrations  of  my  great  consideration ; 
and  I  pray  Grod  to  preserve  you  many  years. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  PEREZ  DE  CASTRO. 


Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Adams,  (marked  private.) 

October  5,  1820. 

Dear  Sir:  Three  days  since,  the  political  com- 
mission made  a  report  to  the  Cortes,  and  this  day, 
in  secret  session,  tnat  bod^advised  the  King  to 
cede  the  Floridas  to  the  United  States.  They 
have  also  declared  null  and  void  the  cessions  of 
land  to  Alagon,  dec.,  although  the  treaty  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1819,  should  not  be  ratified.  1  presume  I 
shall  receive  from  the  Minister  of  State  early  in- 
formation of  the  King's  ratification  of  the  treaty. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  sincerely  and  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

John  ^uincy  Aoa.ms,  Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Adams,  (No.  21,)  dated 
Madrid,  Ootober  11,  1820. 
Sir  :  On  the  5th  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you 
that  the  Cortes  had  authorized  the  King  to  cede 
the  Floridas  to  the  United  States,  according  to  the 
convention  of  February  22,  1819.  On  the  6th  I 
received  from  Mr.  De  Castro  an  oflBcial  notice  of 
the  determination  of  the  Cortes,  and  a  request  to 
be  informed  of  the  wishes  of  the  American  Gov- 
ernment in  regard  to  the  eighth  article,  as  I  sup- 
posed with  a  view  to  have  the  ratification  of  the 
iLing  in  such  terms  as  to  prevent  the  necessity  of 
any  thing  but  the  mere  delivery  of  the  treaty  at 
Washington,  where  the  ratifications  are  to  be  ex- 
changed. A  copy  of  his  note  is  enclosed,  marked 
No.  1.  I  replied  on  the  7th ;  a  copy  of  my  an- 
»wer  is  marked  No  2.    This  answer  I  carried  with 


me  to  the  palace,  it  being  Court  day.  In  the  Sec- 
retary of  State's  office  I  received  a  message  from 
Mr.  be  Castro,  who  was  confined  to  his  bed  at 
home,  requesting  me  to  visit  him.  I  went  imme- 
diately, and  carried  with  me  my  answer  to  his  note. 
As  he  reads  English  with  difficulty,  he  opened,  but 
did  not  read  it.  Hisobject  appeared  to  be  to  a.^^certain 
if  1  was  authorized  to  make  any  stipulations  about 
the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty,  or  if  there  was  a 
probability  of  obtaining  any  stipulations  in  Wash- 
ington favorable  to  Spanish  claimants  for  injuries 
suffered  from  the  United  States.  He  said  the 
Cortes  had  given  the  King  authority  to  execute 
the  treaty,  and  to  set  aside  the  grants  of  Alagon 
and  Punon  Rostro ;  that  of  Vargas  was  out  of  the 
question,  being  subsequent  to  the  24th  of  January, 
1818.  He  spoke  of  the  cession  of  Vargas  as  a 
fund  for  the  payment  of  American  claims  on 
Spain ;  said  the  treaty  was  clearly  in  favor  of 
Alagon  and  Punon  Rostro.  The  24th  of  January 
was  not  assumed  as  an  arbitrary  date,  but  fixed 
upon  on  principle  by  Mr.  Onis,  who,  in  his  letter 
to  Mr.  Adams  of  the  10th  of  March,  stated,  after 
acknowledging  he  believed  them  to  be  posterior  to 
the  24th  January,  that  he  would  have  insisted  on 
their  being  admitted  as  valid  had  he  known  them 
to  be  anterior.  Mr.  De  Castro  had  no  desire  to 
procure  any  tiling  for  such  people  as  Alagon  and 
Punon  Rostro,  but  thought  it  equitable  that  the 
United  States  should  set  apart  a  portion  of  this 
fund,  increased  by  Spain's  abandoning  the  literal 
import  of  the  treaty,  for  the  benefit  of  Spanish 
subjects.  To  all  this  I  answered  what  was  con- 
tained in  my  letter — I  had  no  authority  to  make 
any  stipulations.  So  far  as  regarded  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  the  question  was  con- 
sidered as  settled.  I  begged  him  not  to  think  of 
asking  any  thing  at  Washington  ;  it  could  not  be 
granted  ;  might  do  injury  ;  could  not  produce  any 
^ood  result.  1  reminded  him  that  the  offer  made 
in  October,  1819,  to  the  Duke  of  San  Fernando 
and  Q,uiroga,  the  admission  of  the  American  de- 
claration against  the  grant,  was  a  condition  upon 
which  alone  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  by  Spain 
could  be  admitted  ;  and  also  of  the  declaration  of 
General  Vives,  that,  upon  the  subject  of  the  grants, 
he  was  satisfied  with  the  explanations  given  to 
and  received  from  Mr.  Adams,  at  Washington  ; 
and  that  these  donations  were  never  insurmount- 
able obstacles  to  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  on 
the  part  of  Spain.  He  replied  that  this  admission 
was  on  the  supposition  that  the  other  explanations 
would  be  satisfactory.  Satisfaction  not  having 
been  received  on  the  last  and  most  important,  the 
others  might  again  be  brought  into  view.  He 
talked  of  the  guarantee  offered  by  Mr.  Pinckney; 
of  there  being  no  provision  in  the  treaty  for  Span- 
ish claimants,  as  there  was  in  that  of  1802 ;  and 
how  desirable  it  would  be  if  something  could  be 
procured  for  them  on  the  adjustment  ot  this  diffi- 
culty in  the  convention — an  adjustment  in  which 
Spain  gave  up  what  was  clearly  secured  to  some 
01  her  subjects.  I  remarked  to  him  that  the  offer 
made  by  the  instructions  of  the  President  in  July 
last  was  made  on  the  admission  of  General  Vives 
that  there  would  be  no  demur  respecting  the  grants. 
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If  these  were  brought  again  into  question,  my  Gov- 
ernment was  not  bound  by  the  offer  then  made. 
He  said  it  appeared  somewhat  unequitable  and 
hard  to  insist  upon  the  alteration  or  modification 
of  the  treaty  without  any  equivalent.  To  this  I  an- 
swered, that  all  he  had  urged  might  have  been  plau- 
sible if  urged  before  August  22, 1819 ;  but,  after  the 
delays  which  had  occurred, and  thcincidentsof  the 
negotiation,  we  thought  we  exercised  a  degree  of 
unexampled  moderation  in  agreeing  to  take  the 
ratification  on  the  terms  originally  agreed  upon  and 
understood  between  the  two  negotiators.  We  had 
some  conversation  on  the  mode  of  ratification  by 
the  King,  to  obviate  all  difficulty  at  Washington. 
I  stated  to  him  that  this,  of  course,  was  a  matter 
in  which  we  would  do  whatever  was  agreeable  to 
the  Spanish  Government.  The  American  decla- 
ration of  the  force  of  the  eighth  article  might  be 
received  by  Spain;  a  declaration  might  be  made 
by  the  King,  declaring  the  sense  in  which  His 
Majesty  understood  it;  or  a  joint  declaration 
might  De  made.  He  proposed  seeing  rae  again  on 
the  following  day  at  twelve,  in  company  with  a 
confidential  person,  at  the  office,  if  he  was  able  to 
go  out,  or  in  his  room,  if  he  was  not ;  to  which  I 
consented.  At  parting,  I  pointed  out  to  him,  in 
the  published  documents  relating  to  the  treaty, 
which  I  carried  for  the  purpose,  the  declaration  I 
was  directed  to  present  by  my  first  instructions ;  the 
instructions  relating  to  it;  the  subsequent  instruc- 
tions modified,  which  came  to  me  by  the  Hornet ; 
and  my  offer  to  the  Duke  of  San  Fernando  and 
Q,uiroga,  made  in  conformity  with  them.  He 
said  he  would  examine  the  papers,  sketch  some- 
thing to  show  me  in  our  next  interview,  would 
despatch  every  thing  with  the  greatest  possible  ex- 
pedition, and  send  off  a  messenger  to  Washing- 
ton. 

On  the  8th  I  saw  him  again  at  his  house,  at 
twelve;  he  had  with  him  the  elder  Heredia;  the 
conversation  was  a  repetition  of  that  of  yesterday. 
The  only  new  idea  expressed  was,  that  it  was  im- 
portant to  the  new  Government  to  gain  credit 
by  procuring  some  advantage  in  arranging  the 
business  of  the  treaty,  and  a  suggestion  that  Mr. 
Onis  would  not  have  made  the  treaty  in  any  terms 
but  those  in  which  the  eighth  article  is  expressed. 
To  the  first  I  replied  that  the  new  Government 
would  deserve  and  receive  all  prtiise  for  saving 
the  country  from  the  consequences'of  the  impolitic 
steps  of  the  old,  and  preserve  the  honor  of  the  na- 
tion by  abandoning  pretensions  which  injured  its 
character ;  to  the  last,  that  this  suggestion  was 
altogether  at  variance  with  the  declaration  of  Mr. 
Pizarro,  Mr.  Onis's  expressed  willingness  to  give 
up  the  donations,  and  with  the  remark  made  to 
me  by  Mr.  Casa  Yrujo,  "  that  he  regretted  that 
the  grants  had  not  been  executed  by  name."  Here- 
dia urged,  in  the  conversation,  that  the  United 
States  had,  in  the  treaty,  admitted  it  to  be  neces- 
sary to  the  King's  honor  that  the  grants  prior  to 
the  24th  of  January,  1818,  should  be  preserved. 
This  conclusion  1  positively  denied.  In  allowing 
Mr.  Onis  to  shape  the  eighth  article,  we  did  not 
become  parties  to  the  correctness  or  propriety  of 
his  opinions ;  on  the  contrary,  in  our  opinion,  the 


honor  of  the  King  was  concerned  to  make  void 
all  donations  made  subsequent  to  the  date  of  his 
full  power  to  his  negotiator  to  cede  the  Flor- 
idas. The  conversation  concluded  by  a  formal 
request  from  Mr.  De  Castro  to  know  what  my 
impressions  were  on  this  point,  and  whether  they 
could  calculate  on  my  good  offices  with  my 
Government  to  procure  some  advantage  to  Spain, 
in  consideration  of  its  desire  to  gratify  us  in  this 
business,  and  of  the  similarity  of  the  institu- 
tions of  the  two  Governments.  I  gave  him  mj 
thoughts  without  reserve :  "  that  the  ground  which 
must  be  taken  was  altogether  untenable ;  that  it 
would  injure,  could  not  benefit,  the  Spanish  Got- 
ernment ;  that  the  United  States  would  receive 
any  intimations  on  this  point  with  surprise  and 
regret.  As  for  myself,  with  the  strongest  desire 
to  do  every  thing  to  gratify  this  Government,  I 
could  not  say  any  thing  to  my  own  in  favor  of 
pretensions  I  believed  to  be  altogether  unreason- 
able." Mr.  De  Castro  said  that,  in  presenting  the 
subject,  it  would  be  done  in  such  a  way  as  to  pre- 
vent any  bad  effect :  turning  to  Heredia,  he  re- 
marked that  it  must  be  attempted  at  Washington. 
He  concluded  by  saying  that  he  should  pass  to  me 
a  note,  imbodymg  what  had  been  urged  in  our 
conversation,  which  he  hoped  I  would  answer  in 
the  shortest  convenient  time,  as  he  was  anxious  to 
send  off  a  messenger  to  the  United  States.  This 
I  promised,  stating  to  him,  at  the  same  time,  the 
necessity  of  despatching  his  messenger  at  the  ear- 
liest hour  possible,  as  Congress  would  be  in  session 
before  he  could  possibly  arrive. 

On  recollection,  1  find  I  have  omitted  a  remark 
made  by  both  Heredia  and  de  Castro,  that,  ac- 
cording to  my  first  instructions,  as  contained  in 
the  printed  documents,  I  was  authorized  to  ex- 
change the  ratifications  without  insisting  upon 
the  declaration  of  the  import  of  the  eighth  article 
being  received ;  that  this  exchange  would  have 
secured  to  the  claimants  the  large  grants,  which 
they  might  have  recovered  in  tne  courts  of  the 
United  States.  To  this  I  answered,  that  such  were 
my  instructions,  but  they  were  founded  upon  the 
belief  that  the  notice  given  to  the  Spanish  GoT- 
ernment,  through  Mr.  Onis,  rendered  the  declara- 
tion unimportant ;  that,  certainly,  if  the  treaty  had 
been  ratified  by  Spain,  the  question  of  the  grants 
would  have  become  a  judicial  in  place  of  a  poli- 
tical one.  But  supposing,  what  I  could  not  admit, 
that  the  tribunals  of  the  United  States  could  have 
decided  in  favor  of  the  claimants :  this  decision 
would  have  been  the  foundation  of  a  demand  on 
Spain  for  an  equivalent  or  satisfaction.  This  con- 
versation endured  two  hours.  In  this,  as  well  as 
in  that  of  the  7th,  I  am  unable  to  give  any  thing 
but  the  substance,  without  regarding  the  order  of 
what  was  said.  My  impressions  are,  that,  after 
making  all  exertions  to  obtain  some  advantage, 
and  failing,  they  will  proceed  on  the  business  as 
they  ought  to  have  done  without  having  made  any 
exertion.  What  is  most  unpleasant  is,  to  perceive 
that  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Onis,  as  expressed  in  his 
book,  have  weight  with  this  Government,  and  that 
what  is  done  is  rather  a  sacrifice  to  policy  than 
founded  on  a  conviction  of  the  justice  and  equity 
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of  our  demands,  or  on  a  proper  sense  of  our  mode- 
ratioo  and  forbearance. 

Late  at  night  on  the  9th  I  received  Mr.  De  Cas- 
tro's letter  of  that  day's  date,  the  copy  of  which  is 
marked  No.  3,  to  which  I  replied  on  the  dav  suc- 
ceeding: the  copy  of  the  answer  is  marked  No.  4. 
This  reference  to  the  affair  of  the  grants  is  disa- 
greeable, and  will  be  altogether  unexpected.  After 
what  has  occurred,  I  cannot  suppose  the  Spanish 
lainistry  can  hope  to  succeed  in  procuring  any 
thing  more  at  our  hands ;  perhaps  the  sole  obiect 
is  to  enhance  the  value  of  the  ratification  on  their 
part.  I  am  endeavoring  to  procure  accurate  in- 
ibrmation  of  all  that  occurred  in  the  Cortes.  My 
private  letter  of  the  5th  is  almost  a  literal  transla- 
tion of  a  note  from  one  of  the  deputies  ;  and  I  have 
been  since  informed  that  the  Cortes  would  not 
hear  a  petition  from  Punon  Rostro  in  relation  to 
his  claim,  considering  the  whole  afiair  at  an  end 
by  their  previous  decision  on  the  treaty. 

Shortly  after  the  publication  of  Mr.  Onis'sbook, 
I  conceived  that  some  of  its  statements  were  so 
injurious  to  us  as  to  require  examination,  and  pro- 
posed to  publish  a  review  of  it,  to  be  distributed 
among  the  members  of  the  Cortes.  The  affair  of 
the  treaty  came  so  soon  under  the  consideration 
of  that  body  after  I  had  procured  a  copy  of  the 
book,  that  it  was  impos.sible  to  do  more  than  to 
make  a  few  hasty  remarks  upon  it,  and  to  have 
dititributed  five  or  six  copies  of  a  translation  of 
them  among  the  principal  members.  A  copy  of 
this  translation  is  sent  to  you,  marked  No.  5.  No. 
6  is  the  copy  of  an  original  paper  received  from 
,  an  extract  from  which,  in  cipher,  was  for- 
warded to  you  some  time  ago. 

The  Cortes  have  resolved,  according  to  the  con- 
stitutional provision,  to  continue  their  session  until 
November. 

At  Night. 
At  5,  this  afternoon,  I  received  Mr.  De  Castro's 
fetter  of  this  day's  date,  which  I  answered  imme- 
diately.    The  copies  ot  the  letter  and  answer  are 
marked  Nos.  7  and  8. 

This  last  letter  confirms  the  conjecture  I  have 
made  that  the  object  is  to  enhance  the  value  of 
what  will  be  called  the  concession  of  Spain  to  the 
American  construction  of  the  eighth  article  of  the 
treaty.  I  regret  extremely  that  any  thing  has  been 
said  by  the  Ministers  of  this  Government  on  this 
topic,  as  it  will  have  the  effect  of  weakening,  in 
some  degree,  the  conOdence,  not  so  much  in  the 
uprightness  of  their  intentions  as  in  the  frankness 
ol  theij  mode  of  proceeding.  No  doubt  something 
will  be  said  by  General  Vives  on  this  point,  or,  at 
least,  he  will  formally  communicate  the  letter  of 
Mr.  De  Castro  of  the  9th.  I  shall  send  triplicates 
of  this  communication — one  by  Bordeaux,  one  by 
Gibraltar,  and  one  by  the  Spanish  courier  who 
carries  the  ratified  treaty  to  the  Spanish  Minister 
at  Washington. 

As  soon  as  he  is  fairly  out  of  Madrid,  I  shall 
think  of  using  the  permission  of  the  President  to 
return  to  the  United  States;  before  Heave  this, 
however,  I  shall  have  occasion  to  write  to  you 
again.    I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 


No.  1. 

Mr.  De  Castro^  Minister  of  Foreign  Despatch,  to  Mr. 
Forsyth,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  UnUeei 
States  of  America. 

Maorid,  October  6,  1820. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  your  Excel- 
lency that  the  Cortes  of  the  nation,  in  secret  ses- 
sion, have  authorized  His  Majesty's  Grovernmeut 
to  ratify  the  cession  oi  the  territory  situated  east 
of  the  Mississippi,  which  is  known  oy  the  name  of 
East  and  West  F'lorida,  to  the  United  Suies,  and 
that,  consequently,  there  is  no  inconvenience  in 
proceeding,  on  the  part  of  the  King,  to  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty  concluded  at  Washington  oi 
the  22d  day  of  February,  1819. 

His  Majesty  would  have  immediately  proceeded 
to  command  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  to  be  ex- 
tended, had  it  not  been  for  the  interference  of  th« 
circumstance  that  your  Excellency's  Government, 
after  confirming  and  ratifying,  on  its  part,  the  said 
instriunent,as  the  Plenipotentiaries  duly  authorized 
by  the  high  contracting  parties  had  extended  it, 
manifested  its  desire  to  have  some  explanations 
or  modifications  in  the  text  of  the  eighth  article, 
which  relates  to  the  property  of  certain  unoccupied 
and  royal  lands  in  both  Floridas.     This  incident, 
or  proposal  of  modification,  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  Slates,  which  has  contributed, 
in  a  great  part,  to  the  delay  and  difficulties  which 
have  occurred,  might  have  rendered  improper,  at 
that  time,  and  an   event   little  agreeable  to  the 
American  Government,  a  ratification  extended  in 
the  usual  form,  which,  relapsing  upon  the  said  in- 
strument with  all  and  each  of  its  clauses  and  ar- 
ticles, would,  consequently,  embrace  those  of  the 
eighth  article,  referred  to  in  the  form  in  which  it 
had  been  conceived.     This  being  the  case,  and 
His   Majesty  being   desirous,  conlbrmably  to  the 
intention  of  the  Cortes,  that  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  should  terminate  at  once  all  the  differences 
which  have  for  so  many  years  existed  between  the 
two  Governments  whose  interest  in  a  reciprocal 
good  understanding  has  been  increased  by  the  na- 
ture of  their  political  institutions,  has  thought  it 
necessary  that,  forextending  the  ratification,  an  ex- 
planation should  precede, limited  and  circumscribed 
to  the  point  of  the  modifications  which  your  Ex- 
cellency' Government  requires  to  be  in  the  text  of 
the  eignth  article,  since  all  the  other  articles  pre- 
sent no  difficulty,  nor  need  any  further  explana- 
tion in  order  to  oe  ratified,  on  the  part  of  His  Ma- 
jesty, according  to  their  literal  tenor.     Your  Ex- 
cellency's Government  has  indicated  a  desire  of 
having  a  modification  in  the  context  of  the  said 
article ;  and  as,  for  determining  what  ought  to  be 
and  what  is  agreeable  to  the  interest  of  both  coun- 
tries, it  may  be  necessary  to  proceed  by  common 
consent,  1  am  desirous  of  knowing  if  your  Excel- 
lency is  authorized  to  point  out  the  modification 
and  explanation,  as  I  also  am  by  His  Majesty  for 
the  same  purpose.     If  your  Excellency  be  so,  we 
might,  in  a  very  few  days,  have  this  point  settled 
in  a  manner  reciprocally  satisfactory  ;  and,  in  case 
of  your  not  being  so,  I  could  desire  at  least  that 
we  had  a  conference  for  the  purpose  of  agreeing 
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on  the  means  by  which  this  only  obstacle  may  be 
removed,  which  might  present  itself  to  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications  m  Washington,  if  it  should  be 
remitted  by  His  Majesty,  extended  in  the  usual 
form,  embracing  all  and  each  of  the  clauses  of  the 
sixteen  articles  of  the  treaty  confirmed  at  Wash- 
ington on  the  22d  of  February  of  the  past  year, 
1819. 

I  therefore  renew  to  your  Excellency  the  assu- 
rances of  my  distinguisned  esteem,  and  pray  Grod 
that  you  may  live  many  years. 

1  am  your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  faithful 
servant, 

E.  PEREZ  DE  CASTRO. 

To  the  Minister  of  the  United  States. 

No.  2. 

Mr.  Forajfth  to  Mr.  De  Castro,  dated 

Madrid,  Octcit)er  7,  1820. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  yesterday  your  Ex- 
cellency's official,  announcing  to  me  that  the  Cortes 
had  authorized  the  Government  of  His  Majesty  to 
ratify  the  cession  of  the  Floridas  to  the  United 
States.     In  reply  to  the  inquiry  contained  in  it,  I 
must  refer  your  Excellency  to  my  letter  of  the  21st 
of  July,  in  which  I  staled,  by  the   instructions  of 
the  President,  that,  under  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Stales,  it  would  be  necessary  that  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate  should  again  be 
given,  before  the  exchange  of  ratifications  of  the 
treaty  of  the  22d  February,  1819,  could  lake  place, 
inasmuch  as  the  six  months  within  which  it  snould 
have  been  made  had  expired.     I  am  not,  therefore, 
authorized  to  do  more  than  has  already  been  done. 
Perfectly  possessed,  however,  of  the  opinions  and 
wishes  of  my  Government  in  relation  to  the  eighth 
article  of  the  treaty,  I  can  give  your  Excellency 
all  the  information  that  can  be  desired  to  prevent 
the  possibility  of  any  difficulty  in  the  exchange  of 
ratincations  at  Washington.     In  my  official  com- 
munication of  the  2d  of  October,  1819,  to  the  Duke 
of  San  Fernando  and  Q,uiroga,  accompanied  by 
the  copy  of  a  declaration  to  be  delivered  on  the 
exchange  of  ratifications,  should  it  be  made,  your 
Excellency  will  probably  find  all  that  it  may  be 
important  to  know.     If  these  should  not  be  suffi- 
cient, it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  confer  with  your 
Excellency  at  any  hour  it  may  be  convenient  for 
you  to  appoint.     In  expressing  to  your  Excellency 
the  very  great  satisfaction  I  have  received  from 
the  near  prospect  of  a  most  friendly  termination  of 
the  disputes  which  have  so  long  unhappily  agitated 
our  respective  Governments,  1  must  take  leave  to 
add  that  the  United  States  have  never  desired  to 
change  or  modify  any  part  of  the  treaty  of  1819 ; 
their  sole  object  has  been,  and  still  is,  to  have  it 
ratified  upon  the  well-known  terms,  and  according 
to  the  acknowledged  intentions  of  the  respective 
negotiators  of  it. 

1  renew  your  Excellency,  to  whom  may  God 
preserve,  the  assurances  of  my  most  respectful 
consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Don  E.  Perez  de  Castro,  &c. 


No.  3. 

Mr.  De  Castro,  Minister  of  Foreign  Despatdi,  to  Mr, 
Forsyth,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  dated  at 

Madrid,  October  9,  1820. 

Sir  :  On  the  6th  current  I  had  the  honor  to  comr 
municate  to  your  Excellency  that  the  Cortes  had 
authorized  His  Majesty's  Government  to  cede  the 
Floridas  to  the  United  States ;  and  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  that  act,  no  other  obstacle  presented  it- 
self against  proceeding,  on  the  part  of  the  King, 
to  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  confirmed  at  Wash- 
ington the  22d  February,  1819,  except  that  which 
arose  from  the  modification  or  explanation  of  the 
eighth  article  of  the  same  treaty,  solicited  by  the 
American  Government  after  the  confirmation,  and 
even  the  ratification,  on  its  part,  of  the  said  agree- 
ment ;  adding  that,  if  your  Excellency  were  au- 
thorized, we  could  proceed  to  make  the  desired  ex- 
planation, with  regard  to  the  object  of  said  eighth 
article,  in  terms  agreeable  to  ihe  interests  of  both 
countries ;  that  we  could  terminate  this  business 
very  soon ;  and  that,  by  all  means,  I  was  desirous 
of  a  conference  between  us,  in  order  to  the  remo- 
val of  this  only  obstacle  which  could  oppose  the 
exchange  of    the  ratifications    in   Washington. 
Your  Excellency  has  had  the  goodness  to  reply  to 
me,  dated  the  7th,  complimenting  me  on  the  prox- 
imity of  an  order  that  went  to  terminate  the  difiJer- 
ences  that  existed  for  so  long  a  time  between  the 
two  Governments,  but  manifesting  to  me  at  the 
same  time  that,  in  consequence  of  the  period  fixed 
for  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  by  that  instrument 
having  been  overrun,  it  ought  again  to  be  presented 
to  the  Senate  of  the  United   Slates,  agreeably  to 
the  Constitution  ;  by  which  circumstance  your  Ex- 
cellency had  not  the  power  to  act  in  the  negotia- 
tion further  than  you  had  done,  although,  being 
perfectly  instructed  in  the  intentions  of  your  Gro?- 
ernment  upon  the  said  article  of  the  treaty,  you 
could  furnish  me  with  the  necessary  dates  in  re- 
gard to  them  in  the  conference  which  we  might 
have,  and  which  we  actually  had  on  that  day. 

Both  yesterday  and  before,  I  had  the  honor  to 
point  out  to  your  Excellency  the  difficulties  which 
opposed  the  explanation  or  modification  demanded 
by  the  American  Grovernment  of  the  context  of 
the  eighth  article,  since,  according  to  the  literal 
and  very  explicit  tenor  of  it,  every  donation  or 
grant  of  lands  in  the  Floridas  made  by  authority 
of  His  Majesty,  prior  to  the  24th  January,  1818, 
was  declared  valid  or  firm,  at  the  same  time  that 
every  grant  made  after  the  said  24th  of  January 
was  annulled.  It  appeared  at  the  same  time,  that 
the  determining  of  that  dale  was  not  a  casual  oc- 
1  currence,  unpremeditated,  and  directed  solely  to 
mark  one  day  or  epoch  ;  since  then  nothing  could 
I  have  been  more  obvious  and  natural  than  to  have 
j  designated  the  Isi  day  of  the  same  month  of  Janu- 
ary, 1818,  which  was  the  beginning  of  the  year ; 
and  it  was  distinctly  considered  that  the  intention 
of  the  Plenipotentiaries  was  to  establish  a  princi- 
ple legal  and  justly  expressed  in  the  text  of  the 
same  article,  in  continuance  from  the  date,  which 
it  was  to  give  for  a  foundation — that  His  Majesty's 
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Plenipotentiary  on  that  day  solemnly  offered  the 
cession  of  the  Floridas  to  the  United  S  tates,  in  order 
to  denote  that  it  was  then,  and  not  before,  when 
His  Majesty,  by  said  offer,  tied  up  his  hands  from 
making  innovations  in  those  territories,  and  when, 
by  the  same  offer,  the  indisputable  right,  which, 
without  that,  enabled  him  to  dispose  of  the  abso- 
lute property  of  any  lands  belonging  to  his  Crown, 
was  suspended.  1  he  tenor  of  this  article  was  al- 
ready not  onlv  admitted  and  confirmed  by  the  Pleni- 
potentiaries, out  was  also  ratified  by  the  American 
Government,  jointly,  with  all  the  other  articles 
which  the  treaty  embraced,  when  the  Secretary  of 
State,  Mr.  Adams,  thought  fit  to  ask  of  Mr.  Onis  an 
explanation  about  the  grants  of  land  made  by  His 
Majesty  at  the  end  of  the  year  1817,  the  validity  of 
which  appeared  to  have  been  recognised  by  the  letter 
of  the  treaty,  they  being  anterior  to  the  24th  January, 
1818,  and  upon  which  both  Plenipotentiaries  were 
supposed  to  haveproceeded  with  a  certain  equivoca- 
tion of  the  fact,  having  believed  them  posterior  to 
the  epoch  mentioned.  Mr.  Onis,  notwithstanding 
that  all  his  functions  and  powers  upon  the  subject 
had  expired  with  the  conclusion  and  confirmation 
of  the  treaty,  did  not  refuse  to  give  a  firm  proof  of 
the  good  faith  of  his  Government,  and  of  his  own, 
by  frankly  confessing  that  in  fact  he  had  under- 
stood that  the  grants  of  land  referred  to  were  pos- 
terior to  the  24th  January,  1818,  but  added  at  the 
same  time  a  circumstance  worthy  of  notice,  and 
perfectly  conformable  to  the  tenor  of  the  eighth 
article  ;  and  it  was  that,  as  the  fixing  of  that  epoch 
had  been  founded  upon  the  principle  that  the  24th 
January,  and  not  before,  was  the  day  on  which,  by 
means  of  the  solemn  offer  of  the  Floridas,  the  in- 
disputable power  which  His  Majesty  before  had 
of  disposing  of  those  lands  remained  suspended,  if 
he  had  known  that  all  or  any  of  said  grants  were 
anterior  to  the  24th  January,  he  would  have  in- 
sisted upon  the  acknowledgment  of  such  as  were 
so,  and  would  not  have  consented  to  their  being 
annulled.  Taking  the  first  part  of  this  declaration 
of  Mr.  Onis  as  a  foundation,  and  feigning  igno- 
rance of  the  second,  the  American  Government 
solicited,  by  means  of  your  Excellency  at  this 
Court,  that,  to  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  on  the 
part  of  His  Majesty,  an  explanation  should  be 
added,  which  was  fundamentally  a  real  revocation 
of  the  literal  context  of  the  eighth  article.  The 
scrupulous  good  faith  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment restrained  it  from  entering  upon  a  question 
about  what  wrong  the  equivocation,  or,  to  speak 
more  properly,  the  want  of  exact  knowledge  of  a 
fact,  authentic,  solemn,  and  of  more  than  a  year's 
notoriety  and  publicity  in  a  supreme  council  and 
chancery  of  the  nation,  could  do  to  one  who  had 
the  means,  and,  in  a  certain  degree,  the  necessity 
of  being  informed  of  it  with  evidence.  But  two 
essential  points  did  not  cease  to  call  the  attention 
of  His  Majesty  :  1st.  That  if  any  equivocation 
could  have  happened  about  the  date  of  the  grants, 
in  order  to  their  being  a  pure  deed,  it  never  could 
have  been,  nor  was  it,  in  the  recognition  of  the 
principle  which  served  as  a  basis,  and  was  the  real 
foundation  of  the  eighth  article — that  is,  that  the 
Spanish  Government  did  not  consider  itself  bound, 


nor  did  the  American  Government  consider  it 
bound,  in  the  use  of  its  right  as  absolute  lord  of  the 
lands  of  Florida,  unless  by  means  of  the  offer  made 
on  the  24th  January,  1818,  and  only  from  that 
epoch  ;  that  an  essential  equivocation  could  have 
been  in  this  date,  it  was  necessary  to  prove  that  it 
was  not  that  of  the  said  solemn  offer,  since  that 
was  the  module  or  symbol  to  which  all  the  dates 
of  the  grants  ought  to  be  adjusted,  and  with  which 
they^  ought  to  be  compared,  in  order  to  decide  upon 
their  validity  or  nullity,  and  not  to  pretend,  as  had 
been  pretended,  to  accommodate  it  to  the  others, 
by  altering  that  date  inversely.  2d.  That  if  the 
American  Government  availed  itself  of,  and  found- 
ed its  desires  of  an  explanation  upon,  the  former 
part  of  Mr.  Onis's  declaration,  which  in  any  way 
favored  it,  neither  could  it  in  honor  and  good  faitn 
reject  the  second  part  of  that  declaration,  to  con- 
stitute the  whole  one  self-same  act  and  a  single 
document.  If  Mr.  Onis  confessed  the  equivoca- 
tion about  the  date  of  the  grants,  he  also  confessed 
that  he  woold  not  have,  for  his  part,  subscribed  to 
annul  that  which  had  taken  place  anterior  to  the 
24th  January.  What  will  be  interred,  then,  in 
reality  and  sound  logic,  from  that  declaration, 
taken  conjointlv  ?  Will  it  be  an  accident  which 
had  expressed  tne  real,  or  at  least  the  intentional, 
connivance  of  both  the  Plenipotentiaries  concern- 
ing the  annulling  of  the  grants  referred  to,  which 
were  anterior  to  the  24th  January,  as  the  American 
!  Government  pretends  ?  An  interpretation  like  this 
{  is  diametrically  opposite  not  only  to  the  second 

f)art  of  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Onis,  but  even  to  the 
,  egal  principle  established  in  the  same  eighth  ar- 
ticle. All  that  can  be  inferred,  at  most,  was,  and 
1  is,  that  the  error  into  which  both  parties  had  run 
about  the  substance  of  the  eighth  article  had  ren- 
dered it  null,  invalid,  and  baseless ;  and  that  it 
was  necessary  to  remodel  it,  and  agree  upon  some- 
thing to  the  point  by  a  new  muiual  agreement, 
and  not  by  the  way  of  a  declaration  or  explanation, 
which  its  context  did  not  admit. 

The  question  accidentally  presented  in  this 
humble  view  would  not  have  been  offered,  nor 
given  an  opportunity  for  the  many  difficulties 
which  have  occurred.  The  grants  made  to  Don 
Pedro  de  Vargas  could  have  been  immediately 
separated,  and,  as  being  posterior  to  the  24th  of 
January,  1818,  mi^ht  have  been  declared  the 
property  of'  the  United  States,  according  to  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  the  article ;  and,  with  regard 
to  the  other  two,  anterior  to  the  said  day,  upon 
which  grants  the  equivocation  had  relapsed,  the 
liberal  medium  might  have  been  adopted,  which 
is  generally  used  in  doubtful  cases,  by  yielding  to 
each  one  a  part  of  his  claims,  in  compliance  with 
a  good  understanding.  But  as  this  was  not  so- 
licited by  your  Excellency,  and  if  the  text  of  the 
eighth  article,  whose  letter,  and  the  principle 
which  supported  it,  favored  Spain,  might  yet  re- 
ceive an  interpretation  diametrically  opposite  to 
the  said  letter,  beino;  founded  for  that  purpose  on 
a  declaration  of  Nir.  Onis,  the  second  part  of 
which  evidently  resisted  a  similar  interpretation, 
difficulties  seemed  easily  to  arise  from  hence, 
which,  with  more  or  less  foundation,  might  be 
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likewise  converted  into  suspicions  concerning  the 
stability  of  the  other  articles  of  the  treaty,  on 
seeing  the  readiness  with  which  doubts  had  arisen 
also  concerning  one,  the  literal  tenor  of  which 
seemed  less  ambiguous.  This  disposition  of  the 
thoughts  brought  to  recollection  the  offer  of  a 
guarantee  of  the  Spanish  possessions  in  North 
America,  made  by  his  Excellency  Mr.  Pinckney, 
on  the  7th  of  February,  1802,  in  the  name  of  the 
United  States,  in  case  the  Spanish  Government 
would  consent  to  cede  the  Floridas  to  the  United 
States  for  a  sum  to  be  stipulated — a  guarantee 
which  was  not  asked  by  the  Government  of  Spain, 
and  yet  offered  in  the  name  of  the  United  States, 
but  to  which  my  Government  gave  so  much  im- 
portance, that,  if  his  offer  had  been  renewed,  it 
would  have  ceded  in  compensation  any  right  over 
the  grants  of  land  which  remained  by  the  eighth 
article  of  the  treaty.  From  these  principles  flowed, 
no  doubt,  the  new  mission  of  General  Vives  to  the 
United  States,  and  all  the  other  incidents  of  which 
your  Excellency  is  informed. 

The  changes  which  happened  a  little  afterwards 
in  the  Government  of  Spain,  and  the  reunion  of 
the  national  representation,  have  been  the  cause  that 
the  Government  of  His  Majesty,  complying  with 
the  provision  of  the  constitution  of  the  State,  should 
offer  to  the  consideration  of  the  Cortes  all  that  has 
occurred  in  this  long  and  complicated  negotiation, 
for  the  purpose  of  oDtaining  their  consent,  as  well 
as  that  the  dismemberment  of  the  Spanish  territory 
in  America  might  be  discussed.  It  must  have  been 
a  sensible  grief  to  the  representatives  of  the  nation, 
in  the  first  steps  of  their  august  functions,  to  be 
obliged  to  authorize  a  dismemberment  of  the  ter- 
ritory ;  they  have  been  solely  guided  by  the  con- 
sideration that  this  sacrifice  may  be  conducive  to 
cement  upon  a  solid  basis  the  relations  of  friend- 
ship and  narmony  between  Spain  and  the  United 
States,  bv  avoiding  the  causes  of  future  discords, 
and  establishing  a  fixed  and  permanent  dividing 
line  which  shall  prevent  all  ambiguity  and  inde- 
cision for  the  future.  Besides  the  reciprocal  inter- 
ests which  ought  always  to  unite  the  Governments 
of  both  countries,  the  great  analogy  which  now 
actually  exists  between  their  political  institutions, 
after  the  change  that  has  occurred  in  those  of 
Spain,  appears  to  have  given  greater  weight  to 
that  interest,  and  to  have  increased  the  import- 
ance of  a  good  understanding.  These,  at  least,  are 
the  dispositions  which  have  produced  the  resolu- 
tion I  have  mentioned  of  the  representatives  of  the 
Spanish  nation  :  may  they  be  answered  with  simi- 
lar and  reciprocal  dispositions  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  and  people  of  the  United  States  for 
the  well-being  of  both  nations!  But  at  the  same 
time  that  the  Cortes  and  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  rendered  easy  even  the  most  serious  dif- 
ficulty which  the  subject  could  present,  they  could 
not  but  direct  their  attention  to  the  reflections  made 
known  to  your  Excellency,  which  have  been  ex- 
pressed above,  on  the  explanation  which  the  Amer- 
ican Government  desired  to  give  to  the  eighth  ar- 
ticle, diametrically  opposite  to  its  literal  tenor,  and 
to  the  principle  or  rule  which  is  established  in  the 
same  article.     The  Spanish  Government  does  not 


pretend  that  it  may  not  be  firm  and  be  executed  as 
It  is  printed  ;  its  delicacy  does  not  permit  it  to  pre- 
tend ignorance  of  the  equivocation  committed, 
which  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Onis  lays  open  suffi- 
ciently in  its  first  part;  but  this  equivocation  does 
not  destroy  the  principle  which  serves  as  the  basis 
for  the  formation  of  the  articb  to  which  the  sec- 
ond part  of  the  declaration  of  the  same  Mr.  Onis 
is  evidently  referred.  It  cannot  be  agreeable  to 
the  honor  and  the  good  faith  of  the  Ameri- 
can Government  to  lake  advantage  of  that  part 
of  the  declaration  of  the  said  Minister,  or  of  any 
act  or  instrument  which  it  may  find  useful,  in 
order  to  tie  it  down  and  quote  it  in  its  favor,  and 
to  pretend  not  to  understand  that  which  does  not 
favor  it  in  the  same  instrument.  No  impartial  per- 
son, who  examines  the  eighth  article,  and  the  dec- 
larations of  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Onis,  will  see  in 
the  whole  of  it  any  thing  else  but  that,  by  the  in- 
voluntary error  which  has  intervened,  tnere  has 
not  been  a  real  contract  or  agreement  upon  the 
point  of  the  waste  lands;  and  that,  if  there  is  any 
thing  existing  in  the  article,  it  is  the  rule  or  prin- 
ciple of  leaving  untouched  what  the  King  did 
when  his  hands  were  not  bound  by  means  of  the 
offer  of  the  24th  of  January,  1818. 

In  this  case,  then,  it  appears  that  harmony,  the 
desire  of  peace,  the  honor  of  both  Governments, 
and  the  necessity  of  repairing  an  equivocation  that 
had  passed  their  Plenipotentiaries,  dictate  that  mid- 
dle path  which  is  proper  in  doubtful  cases  and 
questions  of  this  nature.  The  grants  made  to  Don 
Pedro  de  Vargas  may  remain  immediately  in  favor 
of  the  United  States,  because,  inasmuch  as  they 
are  posterior  to  the  24th  January,  1818,  they  are 
excluded  by  the  letter  and  by  the  spirit  of  the  eighth 
article;  and  those,  respectively,  to  Alagon  and 
Punon  Rostro,  which,  as  anterior  to  the  24th  of 
January,  1 818,  constitute  the  real  point  of  the  doubt, 
may  be  divided  by  equal  parts,  or  by  the  mode 
which  may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  Spanish  and 
American  Governments.  His  Majesty,  agreeably 
to  the  intentions  of  the  Cortes,  is  desirous  of  being 
able  to  make  a  better  exchange  of  property  by  ap- 
plying one  part  of  this  fund  to  the  redress  and  in- 
demnification of  the  Spaniards  injured,  and  com- 
prehended in  the  agreement  of  1802,  whose  indem- 
nification was  at  the  charge  of  the  American  Gov- 
ernment, even  whilst  the  treaty  was  not  ratified, 
and  whose  lot  was  entirely  unattended  to  by  the 
Plenipotentiaries  of  1819.  The  American  Gov- 
ernment and  Congress,  so  jealous  of  the  interests 
of  their  fellow-citizens,  can  do  no  less  than  applaud 
these  correct  intentions  of  the  King  and  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Spanish  people  towards  their  own 
people.  On  the  other  hand,  it  would  appear  very 
indecorous  that  the  Cortes,  in  the  commencement 
of  their  august  functions,  should  not  only  have  to 
authorize  the  dismemberment  of  the  territory,  but 
also  to  assent  that  a  doubtful  act,  which  was  in 
favor  of  Spain,  (the  letter  of  the  article,  and  the 
foundation  on  which  it  is  supported,)  should  be  ex- 
plained in  a  sense  diametrically  opposite  to  its 
tenor,  and  that  upon  the  basis  of  a  declaration  of 
the  Spanish  Minister  truncated  and  disregarded  in 
its  second  part. 
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If  the  m%ans  hinted  had  not  been  thought  ad- 
missible, there  still  remained  another  equally  con- 
formable to  the  spirit  and  to  the  letter  of  the  treaty. 
All  the  waste  lands  of  the  Floridas,  including  the 
three  grants  of  Vargas,  Alagon,  and  Punon  Rostro, 
may  be  valued  according  to  the  prices  of  lands  of 
iheir  class  in  the  bordering  territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  the  amount  of  §5,000,000  may  be  de- 
ducted from  their  value,  in  which  the  same  treaty 
adjusts,  and  with  which  the  American  Govern- 
ment obliges  itself  to  satisfy,' the  amount  of  the 
claims ;  and  the  surplus  may  be  declared  to  belong 
to  Spain,  because  it  can  liquidate  the  indemnifica- 
tions of  lis  subjects,  for  which  the  United  States 
are  responsible  by  the  agreement  of  1802,  which 
continues  in  force  whilst  the  treaty  is  not  ratified. 
It  may  be  objected  that  the  claims  exceed  the  sum 
agreed  upon ;  but  it  ought  also  to  be  considered 
that,  even  to  this  day.  an  examination  or  liquida- 
tion of  such  claims  has  not  taken  place;  and  that, 
if  the  agreement  of  1802,  and  the  mixed  tribunal 
established  by  it,  had  been  carried  into  effect,  per- 
haps the  claims  admitted  and  approved  of  by  the 
mixed  Spanish  and  American  tribunal  might  not 
have  amounted  to  the  said  sum,  especially  if  the 
fifth  commissioner,  chosen  by  lot,  bad  been  of  the 
nation  which  was  bound  to  pay  them;  so  that,  on 
the  whole,  §5,000,000  being  the  sum  which  the 
treaty  fixes,  and  there  having  been  even  to  this  day 
no  examination  or  liquidation  of  individual  claims, 
this  sum,  and  no  other,  is  that  which  legally  rep- 
resents the  amount  of  said  indemnifications. 

Such  have  been  the  reflections  and  observations 
which  I  have  had  the  honor  of  making  to  your 
Excellency  in  our  two   conferences,  by  order  of 
His  Majesty,  conformably  to  the  intentions  of  the 
Cortes.     By  these,  and  by  all  besides,  which  I  had 
the  honor  to  point  out  by  word,  your  Excellency 
will  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  His  Majesty's 
resolution  to  terminate  entirely  the  subjects  pend- 
ing by  means  of  a  prompt  exchange  of  the  rati- 
fications of  the  treaty.     I  have  been  very  sensible 
that  your  Excellency  has  not  been  authorized  to 
agreff  to  the  explanation  which  the  eighth  article 
requires,  but  I  am  assured,  by  the  candor,  good 
faith,  and  spirit  of  conciliation,  which  animate 
your  Excellency,  that  you  will  present  to  your 
Government  the  observations  referred  to,  in  regard 
to  the  only  point  upon  which  an  explanation  is 
desired  by  both  parties — that,  at  the  time  of  Gen- 
eral Vives's  presenting  the  ratification  of  the  treaty 
on  the  part  of  His  Majesty's  Government,  which 
it  is  about  to  send,  an  explanation  may  be  pre- 
sented and  submitted  of  the  sense  of  the  eighth 
article,  in  the  terms  of  equity  and  reciprocal  satis- 
faction which  I  have  hinted,  or  others  equivalent, 
such  as  the  good  faith  and  the  honor  of  both  Gov- 
ernments dictate.     The  King  and  the  representa- 
tives of  the  Spanish  nation  see,  in  this  honorable 
and  im|4irtial  explanation,  the  beginning  of  a  new 
order  of  political  relations,  which,  by  tightening 
the  bonds  of  friendship   between   both  nations, 
present  the  most  sure  guarantee  to  their  union  and 
prosperity  in  future. 

I;  renew  to  your  Excellency  the  assurances  of 
■ly  Bost  exalted  and  distinguished  consideration, 


and  pray  God  that   your  Excellency  may  lire 
many  years.    Your  obedient,  humble  servant, 
E.  PEREZ  DE  CASTRO. 

[  No.  4. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  De  Castro. 

Madrid,  Odober  10,  1820. 
Sir:    1  had   the   honor,  last  night,  to  receive 
your  Excellency's  official  of  the  9th.     From  our 
two  conversations,  previously  held,  and  from  your 
letter  imbodying  the  substance  of  what  was  sug- 
gested and  urged  in  those  conversations,  I  learned, 
with  concern,  that  I  had  mistaken  the  object  and 
intention  of  the  note  of  the  6th  instant.     I  sup- 
posed it  intended  merely  to  enable  your  Excellency 
to  determine  on  the  most  convenient  mode  for  the 
ratification  of  the  convention  of  February,  1819, 
by  His  Catholic  Majesty,  to  prevent  any  discussion 
or  delay  preceding  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications 
at  Washington.     It  was  with  unfeigned  surprise 
and  great  regret  that  I  discovered  that  the  object 
was  to  bring  again  into  view  what  is  considered 
by  the  Grovernment  of  the  United  States  as  no 
longer  a  subject  of  discussion  with  that  of  His 
Majesty.     In  the  verbal  communications  I  have 
made  in  our  two  conversations,  my  intention  was 
solely  to  prevent,  if  possible,  any  further  attempts 
to  discuss  this  matter,  satisfied  that  no  advantage 
could  be  derived  from  a  reference  to  a  topic  of 
such  an  unpleasant  character.     As  I  have  had  the 
misfortune  not  to  produce  this  desired  effect,  I  do 
not  think  myself  authorized  to  enter  into  any  fur- 
ther investigation  of  the  subject.     I  shall  commu- 
nicate to  my  Government  the  notes  received  from 
His  Majesty ;   and  such  replies  will   be  given  to 
General  Vives  as  the  case  may  require.     But  I 
cannot  take  leave  of  the  subject,  without  slating, 
explicitly,  that  the  official  communication  made 
to  your  Excellency  on  the  31st  July  was  framed 
and   bottomed    upon   the  admission  of  General 
Vives,  that  he  was  satisfied  with  the  explanations 
given  at  Washington  on  the  subject  of  the  eighth 
article  of  the  treaty,  and  that  it  was  the  determi- 
nation of  his  Government  to  assent  to  the  total 
nullity  of  the  large  grants.     If  this  admission  was 
unautnorized,  the  offer  of  the  President  I  had  the 
honor  to  communicate  to  His  Majesty,  through 
your  Excellency,  is  not  obligatory  upon  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  the  whole  ground  of  dispute  is  open 
for  rc-examination ;  and  the  original  claims  and 
pretensions  of  my  Government  will  be  reasserted 
and  maintained. 

Although  beyond  my  duty,  I  cannot  forbear  to 
remark  to  your  Excellency  that  a  great  error  is 
committed  in  supposing  the  construction  put  on 
the  eighth  article  by  the  United  States  is  founded 
altogether  upon  the  declaration  given  by  Mr.  Onis 
after  the  signature  of  the  treaty.  This  construc- 
tion is  taken  from  the  instrument  itself,  explained 
and  elucidated,  as  all  instruments  must  be,  by  the 
intention  of  the  parties,  and  the  nature  of  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  it.  Mr.  Onis's  letter  of  the  lOth  Oc- 
tober is  no  further  of  importance  than  as  a  simple 
evidence  to  all  nations,  and  to  His  Catholic  Maj- 
esty, of  the  act  and  intention  of  his  Minister  to  an- 


nul the  large  grants,  and  the  express  recognition 
by  him  of  the  correctness  of  the  assertion  of  the 
American  negotiator,  that  the  phrases  supposed  to 
be  equivocal  were  admitted  only  upon  the  condi- 
tion that  the  annulment  of  those  grants  was  not 
affected  by  the  use  of  these  favorite  phrases.  The 
qualifying  addition  to  Mr.  Onis's  frank  declaration 
of  what  he  believed  and  understood,  amounts  to 
nothing  more  than  an  assertion  that  the  treaty 
would  not  have  been  agreed  to  without  a  recogni- 
tion of  such  of  the  large  grants  as  were  of  a  date 
prior  to  the  24th  January,  1818 — an  assertion  al- 
together at  variance  with  the  declarations  of  Mr. 
Pizarro  to  Mr.  Erving,  that  these  donations  would 
not  be  obstacles  to  the  treaty,  contradicted  by  Mr. 
Onis's  perfect  readiness  to  annul  them,  and  by  the 
reasons  he  assigned  for  it,  "  that  the  essential  con- 
ditions of  them  had  not  been  complied  with,"  and 
altogether  irreconcilable  to  a  remark  made  to  me 
in  person  by  the  Marquis  of  Casa  Yrujo  when 
Minister  of  State  ad  tn^rtw*,  "  that  he  regretted  the 
large  grants  had  not  been  particularly  named  in 
the  treaty,  and  their  annulment  expressly  stipu- 
lated." 

From  an  anxious  desire  to  see  buried  in  oblivion 
all  recollections  unfavorable  to  the  perfect  harmony 
between  Spain  and  the  United  States,  in  closing 
this  note,  I  would  entreat  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  re-examine  this  whole  subjeci  before  it  is 
again  pressed  ;  to  reflect  that  all  that  has  occurred 
has  ari.^en  from  a  reliance  on  the  information  and 
good  faith  of  the  Minister,  and  confidence  in  the 
purity  of  the  Government  of  Spain.  The  Duke 
of  San  Fernando  stated  that  the  American  Gov- 
ernment wished  to  change  the  eighth  article  by  a 
declaration,  a  copy  of  which  I  had  enclosed  to  him. 
Your  Excellency  now  teJls  me  the  wish  of  the 
American  Government  is  diametrically  opposed  to 
the  literal  text  of  the  treaty,  inasmuch  as  Alagon 
and  Punon  Rostro's  grants  are  of  a  date  prior  to 
the  date  fixed  in  the  eighth  article.  The  Duke  of 
San  Fernando  refused,  as  inconsistent  with  the 
honor  of  the  King,  to  order  me  copies  of  those  do- 
nations! What  would  your  Excellency  think, 
were  I  to  say  to  you,  "  Sir,  I  do  not  know  that 
your  assertion  is  true;  show  me  the  donations!" 
If  the  Duke  of  San  Fernando  and  duiroga  thought 
his  general  assertion  that  the  declaration  changed 
the  treaty  was  so  full  that  further  information 
could  not  be  asked  without  reflecting  upon  His 
Majesty's  honor,  what  would  be  the  reply  to  a 
doubt  of  the  correctness  of  your  Excellency's  un- 
qualified, deliberate,  and  explicit  assertion?  Yet, 
in  relying  upon  the  information  and  the  word  of 
Mr.  Onis,  the  United  States  had  the  same  reason 
to  confide,  as  they  now  have,  in  the  assertion  made 
by  your  Excellency,  unless  it  should  be  supposed 
that  there  is  a  difference  in  the  degree  of  confidence 
due  to  the  representative  of  Spain  at  home  and 
abroad.  I  feel,  however,  that  1  am  treading  upon 
the  yet  warm  ashes  of  a  previous  unprofitable  con- 
troversy, and  exceeding  the  limits  to  which,  at  the 
outset,  1  proposed  to  confine  myself 

I  hasten,  therefore,  to  assure  your  Excellency 
that  the  United  States  wish  nothing  but  what  they 
believe  to  bejust  and  equitable;  what  is  equally  hon- 


orable to  Spain  and  to  the  United  States;  nothing 
inconsistent  with  the  decorum  and  glorv  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty,  or  with  the  duties  and  obli^- 
tions  of  the  Cortes,  by  whose  advice  and  authority 
the  treaty  of  February,  1819,  is  to  be  ratified. 

I  renew  to  your  Excellency,  whom  may  God 
preserve  many  years,  the  assurance  of  my  perfect 
respect. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Don  E.  Perez  oe  Castro,  &c. 

No.  7. 

Mr.  De  Castro^  Minitttr  of  Foreiffn  Despatch,  to  Mr. 
Forsyth,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
Slates  of  America  at  Madrid, 

Palace,  October  11, 1820. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  Excellency's  note  of 
yesterday's  date,  in  which  you  seem  to  agree  with 
mine  of  the  9th.  In  said  note  I  proposed  to  ray- 
self  to  recapitulate,  and  send  to  you  all  the  essen- 
tials of  the  controversies  which  we  had  on  the 
two  antecedent  days,  not  with  the  view,  which 
your  Excellency  appears  to  have  apprehended,  of 
commencing  new  discussions  incompatible  with 
the  desire  which  animates  His  Majesty  of  seeing 
all  the  points  which  have  been  the  object  of  the 
treaty  speedily  terminated,  but  with  that  of  agreeing 
here  with  your  Excellency  upon  the  proper  terms 
of  extending  the  explanation  or  declaration  of  the 
eighth  article  in  a  mode  sati.sfactory,  and  such  as 
that  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  might  not 
experience  any  obstacle  or  inconvenience  at 
Washington. 

On  a  view,  therefore,  of  what  your  Excellency 
bad  the  goodness  to  expre.<is  in  the  said  confer- 
ences, and  of  what  you  manifested  in  your  said 
note  of  yesterday,  I  confine  myself  to  secure  that 
which  was  contended  for  in  the  ratification  on  the 
part  of  this  Government ;  which  will  be  sent  back 
to  the  United  States,  in  terms  which  will  be  no 
doubt  satisfactory  to  the  American  Government, 
and  which  avoid  the  discussions  which  your  Ex- 
cellency seems  to  fear,  to  ascertain  that  neither 
the  tenor  of  our  conferences,  nor  that  of  my  said 
note,  is  intended  for  this  object,  which  inspires 
your  fear. 

If  your  Excellency  should  please,  in  order  to 
forward  despatches  to  your  Government,  to  avail 
yourself  of  the  opportunity  of  a  courier,  who  must 
be  despatched  as  soon  as  possible,  with  the  ratifica- 
tions and  packets  for  General  Vives,  you  may 
begin  to  prepare  them  immediately;  in  expecta- 
tion of  which,  I  shall  again  give  you  information 
some  hours  before  the  departure  of  the  courier. 

I  renew  to  your  Excellency  the  assurances  of 
my  high  consideration,  and  pray  God  that  you 
may  live  many  years. 

1  am  your  obedient  and  humble  servant. 

E.  PEREZ  DE  CASTRO. 

No.  8. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  De  Castro. 

Madrid,  Odober  11,  1820. 

Sir  :  I  have  received,  with  great  satisfaction, 
your  Excellency's  note  of  this  day's  date.     If  1 
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have  misapprehended  the  object  in  our  confer- 
ences, and  the  tenor  of  the  note  of  the  9th,  your 
Excellency  must  do  me  the  justice  to  impute  it  to 
my  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  Spanish  language, 
and  to  my  anxiety  to  comply  with  your  Excel- 
lency's request  to  give  an  immediate  answer  to  the 
note. 

I  shall  with  pleasure  use  the  occasion  you  have 
offered  to  me  ol  sending  despatches  to  my  Govern- 
ment by  the  Spanish  courier.  A  messenger  will 
go  from  this  legation  to  the  United  States  the  close 
of  the  present  week.  Should  your  Excellency 
have  any  thing  to  send  to  General  Vives,  it  will 
gratify  me  to  forward  it  by  this  opportunity. 

I  renew  to  your  Excellency,  whom  may  God 
preserve  many  years,  the  asi^urance  of  my  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Don  Perez  de  Castro. 


Mr.  F(jrsyth  to  Mr.  Adams^  {marked  private.) 
Madrid,  October  12,  1825. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  this  moment  learned  that  the 
Cortez,  in  authorizing,  by  an  almost  unanimous 
vote,  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  and  annulling 
the  donations,  at  the  same  time  recommended  to 
the  Ministers  to  endeavor  to  procure  some  advan- 
tages to  the  nation  on  account  of  the  difficulty 
about  the  eighth  article.  With  this  recommenda- 
tion the  Mmisters  must  comply,  even  although 
they  may  be  satisfied  the  effort  will  be  useless. 
The  attempt  once  made,  and  failing,  the  affair  will 
proceed  to  its  proper  conclusion  without  further 
trouble.  I  am,  dear  sir,  very  sincerely,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Hon.  J.  Q.  Adams,  Washington. 


Mr.  Foi'syth  to  Mr.  Adams,  {marked  private,)  dated 

Madrid,  October  15,  1820. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  great  haste  I  send  you  a  rough 
copy  of  a  note  from  Mr.  De  Castro  to  Count  Bul- 
gary,  of  this  day's  date.  I  believe  the  Count 
Bulgary  has  enclosed  in  the  accompanying  letter 
to  Mr.  Poletica  a  copy  of  the  same  paper. 

I  had  on  the  14th  a  short  conversation  with  the 
Spanish  Minister,  which  served  to  confirm  the 
opinion  expressed  in  my  prifate  letter  of  the  12th 
instant. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv't, 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Hon.  J.  Q,.  AvAMB,  SecWy  of  State. 


The  Spanish   Minister  to  the  Chargi  d* Affaires  of 

Russia. 

Madrid,  October  15,  1820. 
Sir:  His  Majesty's  Government  having  given 
information  to  the  Cortes  of  the  nation  concern- 
ing the  existing  differences  with  the  United  States 
of  America,  resulting  from  the  treaty  entered  into 
between  Spain  and  that  Power  on  the  22d  of 
February,  1819,  and  not  ratified  by  the  King,  in 


order  that  the  legislative  power  might  authorize 
His  Majesty  to  cede  the  two  Floridas,  as  is  stipu- 
lated in  one  of  the  articles  of  said  treaty,  and 
grant  power  to  proceed,  consequently,  to  the  rati- 
fication of  it,  wnich  His  Majesty  has  thought  fit 
to  do,  and  the  Cortes  having  resolved  to  give  to 
the  Government  the  authority  required,  carries 
into  effect  the  ratification. 

His  Catholic  Majesty,  to  whom  are  evident  the 
good  offices  of  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  all 
the  Russias  at  several  stages  of  the  negotiation 
with  the  American  Government,  proving  his  au- 
gust and  friendly  solicitude  in  favor  of  Spain,  dis- 
charjges  the  grateful  task  of  communicating  to  the 
Cabinet  of  his  Imperial  Majesty  the  flattering 
state  in  which  this  affair  is,  and  the  resolution  of 
His  Majesty  to  ratify  the  treaty  mentioned,  which 
will  produce  the  re-establishing  of  that  perfect 
harmony  betwet*  Spain  and  the  United  States 
which  it  is  of  so  gribt  importance  to  both  Powers 
to  maintain  withoift'the  least  shadow  of  discord. 

With  this  motive  The  King  rejoices  to  repeat  to 
his  august  friend  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias 
the  esteem  and  gratitude  with  which,  on  all  occa- 
sions, he  has  seen  His  Imperial  Majesty  take  the 
most  distinguished  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  His 
Majesty,  and  that  of  his  people,  olc. 

[Signed  by  the  Spanish  Minister,  and  addressed 
to  the  Charge  d'Affaires  of  Russia.] 


Extraii^  of  a  letter  {No.  22)  from  Mr.  Fbrsyth  to  Mr. 

Adams. 
Madrid,  October  24,  1820. 
The  delay  of  the  departure  of  the  Spanish  mes- 
senger enables  me  to  give  you  copies  of  my  cor- 
respondence with  Mr.  De  Castro  subsequent  to  the 
decision  of  the  Cortes  on  the  cession  of  Florida, 
in  regard  to  the  execution  of  the  convention  of 
February  22,  1819.  No.  1  is  a  copy  of  my  note 
calling  the  attention  of  the  Spanish  Minister  to 
the  provisions  of  the  first  and  seventh  articles  of 
the  treaty.  I  saw  Mr.  De  Castro  on  Saturday ; 
he  had  received  my  letter;  the  propriety  of  issuing 
the  order  suggested  in  my  note  had  not  escaped 
him,  and  he  would  send,  as  I  requested,  a  copy  of 
it  as  soon  as  it  was  made.  To-day  I  received  his 
answer,  with  a  copy  of  the  order  to  which  it  re- 
fers.    Copies  are  marked  Nos.  2  and  3. 

No.  1. 
Mr.  Foisyth  to  Mr.  De  Castro. 

Madrid,  Oct(Jxr  17,  1820. 
Sir:  By  the  seventh  article  of  the  convention 
of  the  22d  February,  1819,  the  ratification  of 
which  is  preparing  on  the  part  of  His  Catholic 
Majesty  to  be  sent  to  General  Vives,  at  Washing- 
ton, it  is  stipulated  that  the  officers  and  troops  of 
His  Majesty  shall  evacuate  the  Floridas  within  six 
months  after  the  exchange  of  ratifications,  or  sooner 
if  possible,  and  shall  ^ive  possession  of  them  to 
the  officers  or  commissioners  of  the  United  States 
who  may  be  properly  authorized  to  receive  them. 
Calculating  on  a  speedy  exchange  of  ratifications, 
I  would  suggest,  if  it  has  not  already  occurred  to 


your  Excellency,  that  it  would  be  extremely  con- 
Tenient  if  the  order  of  His  Majesty  for  the  evacua- 
tion and  delivery  of  the  territory,  as  also  the 
archives  and  documents  relating  to  the  sovereignty 
and  property  of  the  same,  should  go  to  General 
Vives  with  the  ratified  treaty,  to  be  forwarded  to 
the  proper  authority  on  the  exchange  of  ratifica- 
tions, as  by  these  means  the  United  States  would 
have  timely  notice  to  prepare  the  escort  and  trans- 
ports to  carry  the  officers  and  troops  of  His  Majesty 
and  their  equipage  to  the  Havana,  in  conformity 
with  the  obligation  of  the  said  article.  I  should 
be  pleased  to  be  enabled,  by  the  politeness  of  your 
Excellency,  to  furnish  to  my  Government  a  copy 
of  this  order,  if  His  Majesty's  CJovernment  should 
send  it  to  General  Vives. 

I  seize  with  avidity  every  occasion  to  offer  to 
your  Excellency,  whom  may  God  preserve,  the 
assurance  of  my  distinguished  respect. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 


No.  2. 
The  Minister  of  Spain  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Palace,  October  24,  1820. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  esteemed  note  of  the 
17th  current,  in  which  you  say  that  you  have 
taken  the  liberty  of  suggesting  to  me,  in  case  it 
should  not  have  already  occurred  to  His  Majesty's 
Government,  it  would  be  extremely  convenient  if 
the  order  of  His  Majesty  for  the  evacuation  and 
delivery  of  the  Floridas,  and  of  the  archives  and 
documents  relating  to  the  sovereignty  and  property 
of  those  provinces,  should  go  to  General  Vives 
with  the  ratification  of  the  treaty;  that  it  should 
be  sent,  at  the  same  lime,  to  the  proper  authorities, 
in  order  to  be  transmitted  after  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifications ;  and  that  it  would  be  very  agreea- 
ble to  your  Excellency  to  have  it  in  your  power  to 
send  a  copy  of  said  order  to  your  Government,  if 
His  Majesty  should  transmit  it  to  General  Vives, 
and  should  find  no  inconvenience  in  granting  it. 

The  idea  had  occurred  to  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment, as  it  could  not  fail  to  do,  of  transmitting 
to  General  Vives  the  proper  order  for  the  delivery 
of  the  Floridas,  and  whatever  else  is  stipulated  in 
the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  22d  Feb- 
ruary, 1819,  in  order  to  be  forwarded  to  the  proper 
authorities,  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications. 
Estimating,  as  it  deserves,  your  Excellency's  sug- 
gestion, produced,  no  doubt,  from  a  desire  of  con- 
necting more  closely  the  relations  of  amity  and 
good  understanding  between  Spain  and  the  United 
States,  by  removing  every  obstacle  or  distant  inci- 
dent which  might  retard  so  desirable  an  object, 
and  cheerfully  acceding  to  the  desire  which  your 
Excellency  has  manifested  to  me  of  obtaining  a 
copy  of  the  order  which  may  be  sent  to  the  proper 
authority  for  carrying  into  effect  the  seventh  article 
of  the  treaty,  1  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  you 
a  copy  of  that  which  is  addressed  to  the  Captain 
General  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  through  the  medium 
of  General  Vives,  in  order  that  he  may  make  use 
of  it  immediately  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifi- 
cations has  been  certified. 

In  all  to-morrow  an  extraordinary  courier  will 


go  to  convey  the  despatches  of  the  Government  to 
His  Majesty's  Minister  in  the  United  States;  and 
I  have  the  satisfaction  of  giving  your  Excellency 
this  advice  beforehand,  that  you  may,  if  you  please, 
forward  any  packets  to  your  Government  by  this 
opportunity ;  m  which  case,  I  hope  you  will  have 
the  kindness  to  send  me  them  by  two  in  the  after- 
noon, of  to-morrow,  the  25th  current. 

I  renew  to  your  Excellency  the  assurances  of 
my  distinguished  consideration,  and  pray  God 
that  you  may  live  many  years. 

Your  most  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

EVARISTO  DE  CASTRO. 

No.  3. 

Translation  of  the  royal  order  of  the  King  of  Spain  to 
the  Captain  General  and  Governor  of  the  island  of 
Cuba  and  of  the  Floridas. 

October  24,  1820. 
Ferdinand  the  Seventh,  by  the  grace  of  God,  and 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  Spanish  monarchy, 
King  of  the  Spains,  to  you,  the  Captain  Gen- 
eral and  Grovernor  of  the  island  of  Cuba  and  of 
the  Floridas: 

Know  you  that,  by  a  treaty  concluded  in  the 
City  of  Washington  on  the  twenty-second  of  Feb- 
ruary of  the  last  year,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  nineteen,  by  plenipotentiaries  duly  author- 
ized for  the  purpose  of  arranging  the  differences 
which  have  existed  between  the  Government  of 
Spain  and  that  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  the  limits  of  their  respective  territories,  there 
was  stipulated,  on  the  part  of  Spain,  the  cession 
to  the  United  States  of  all  the  country  situated 
east  of  the  Mississippi,  known   by  the  name  of 
East  and  West  Florida ;  the  adjacent  islands  de- 
pendent upon   the  two  Floridas   being  compre- 
hended in  said  cession ;  together  with  all  public 
lots  and  squares,  vacant  lands,  public  edifices,  for- 
tifications, barracks,  and  other  buildings  which 
are  not  private  property,  with  the  archives  and 
documents  which  relate  directly  to  the  property 
and  sovereignty  of  said  provinces ;  it  being  pro- 
vided at  the  same  time  that  the  inhabitants  of^the 
territories  so  ceded  shall  be  secured  in  the  free  ex- 
ercise of  their  religion  without  any  restriction  ; 
and  that  all  those  who  may  desire  to  remove  to 
the  Spanish  dominions  shall  be  permitted  to  sell 
or  export  their  eff.'cts  at  any  time  whatever,  in 
order  that  they  may  better  effect  their  purpose 
without  being  subject,  in  either  case,  to  duties; 
and  those  who  prefer  remaining  in  the  Floridas 
shall  be  admitted,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all  the  rights  of  citizens  of  the  Unite^^ 
States ;  it  being  added,  by  another  article  of  the 
same  treaty,  that  the  Spanish  officers  and  troops 
shall  evacuate  the  said  territories  ceded  to  the 
United  States  six  months  after  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifications  of  the.  same  treaty,  or  sooner  if 
possible,  and  shall  give  possession  of  them  to  the 
officers  or  commissioners  of  the  United   States 
duly  authorized  to  receive  them ;  and    that  the 
United    States  shall  provide  the  transports  and 
escort  necessary  to  convey  the  Spanish  officers 
and   troops  and   their  baggage  to  the  Havana,, 
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And  I,  having  considered  and  examined  the  tenor 
of  the  articles  of  the  treaty,  after  having  obtained 
the  consent  and  authority  of  the  General  Cortes 
of  the  nation  with  respect  to  the  said  cession,  have 
thought  proper  to  approve  and  ratify  the  treaty 
referred  to,  the  ratification  of  which  roust  be  ex- 
changed at  Washington  with  that  which  was 
formed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  of  the  same ; 
after  which  exchange,  the  said  treaty  will  begin 
to  be  obligatory  on  both  Governments  and  their 
respective  citizens ;  therefore  I  command  you,  and 
ordain,  that,  after  the  information,  which  jhall  be 
seasonably  given  you  by  my  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary and  Envoy  Extraordinary  at  Washington, 
of  the  ratifications  having  been  exchanged,  yoa 
proceed,  on  your  part,  to  make  the  proper  disposi- 
tions, in  order  that,  at  the  end  of  six  months, 
counting  from  the  date  of  the  exchange  of  the  rati- 
fications, or  sooner  if  possible,  the  Spanish  officers 
and  troops  mav  evacuate  the  territories  of  both 
Floridas,  and  tnat  possession  of  them  be  given  to 
the  oflBcers  or  commissioners  of  the  United  States 
duly  authorized  to  receive  them,  in  the  understand- 
ing that  the  United  States  shall  provide  the  trans- 
ports and  escort  necessary  to  convey  the  Spanish 
officers  and  troops  and  tlieir  baggage  to  the  Ha- 
vana. You  shall  arrange,  in  proper  time,  the  de- 
livery of  the  islands  adjacent  and  dependent  upon 
the  Floridas,and  the  public  lots  and  squares,  vacant 
lands,  public  edifices,  fortifications,  barracks,  and 
other  buildings  which  are  not  private  properly,  as 
also  the  archives  and  documents  which  relate  di- 
rectly to  the  propertv  and  sovereignty  of  the  same 
two  provinces,  by  placing  them  at  the  disposal  of 
the  commissioners  or  officers  of  the  United  States 
duly  authorized  to  receive  them  ;  and  all  the  other 
papers  and  the  effects  which  belong  to  the  nation, 
and  which  have  not  been  comprehended  and  men- 
tioned in  the  express  clauses  of  the  cession,  you 
shall  have  conveyed  and  transported  to  another 
part  of  the  Spanish  possessions  which  may  be 
most  convenient  for  the  public  service.  As,  also, 
you  shall  take  care  that,  previous  to  the  delivery, 
It  may  be  made  known  by  edicts  to  all  the  present 
inhabitants  of  the  Floridas  that  they  have  power 
to  remove  to  the  Spanish  territories  and  domin- 
ions, the  sale  or  exportation  of  their  effects  being 
pjermitied  to  them  by  the  United  States  at  any 
time  whatever,  without  being  subject  to  duties ; 
and  also  the  advantages  stipulated  in  favor  of  those 
who  shall  prefer  to  remain  in  the  Floridas,  to 
whom  I  have  wished  to  give  this  last  proof  of  the 
protection  and  affection  which  they  have  always 
•experienced  under  the  Spanish  Government.  Of 
the  delivery  which  you  may  make,  or  be  made  by 
your  delegation,  in  the  form  which  has  been  ex- 
pressed, you  shall  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  a 
corresponding  receipt,  duly  authenticated,  for  your 
discharge;  and,  in  order  that  you  may  proceed 
with  entire  knowledge  in  the  execution  of  this 
commission,  there  shall  be  likewise  sent  to  you  by 
my  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  Washington,  an 
authentic  copy  of  the  treaty  referred  to  of  the 
twenty-second  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
hand  red  and  nineteeo,  with  the  insertion  of  the 


ratifications  of  both  parties,  and  of  the  certificate 
relative  to  the  exchange  of  the  same ;  of  which 
documents,  and  of  this  my  royal  order,  you  shall 
send  a  copy,  in  authentic  form,  to  the  Governors 
of  both  the  Floridas,  and  to  the  person  or  persons 
who  may  have,  in  your  name,  the  accomplishing 
of  the  delivery,  if  it  has  not  been  made  by  yourself 

All  which  you  shall  well  and  completely  exe- 
cute in  the  form  which  I  have  prescrtoed  to  you, 
agreeably  to  the  public  service,  advising  me  oi 
your  having  executed  it  through  my  underwritten 
Secretary  of  Despatch  of  State. 

Given  at  Madrid,  the  24th  of  October,  1820. 


Air.  Adams  to  General  Vive*. 

Department  op  Stati, 
Wwhington,  Februcary  28,  1831. 

Sir:  I  have  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  the  observa- 
tions which,  in  conformity  to  the  instructions  of 
your  Grovernment,  were  verbally  made  by  you  in 
the  conference  which  I  had  the  honor  oi  holding 
with  you,  when  you  notified  me  of  your  readiness 
to  exchange  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  of  22d 
February,  1819,  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain. 

With  regard  to  the  omission  on  the  part  of  the 
Spanish  negotiator  of  the  treaty  to  insist  upon 
some  provision  of  indemnity  in  behalf  of  Spanish 
claimants,  to  whom  a  pledge  of  such  indemnity 
had  been  stipulated  by  the  previously  ratified  con- 
vention of  1802 — an  omis^ion  stated  by  you  to 
have  been  peculiarly  dissatisfactory  to  the  Cortes — 
I  am  directed  to  ol^erve  that,  as  in  all  other  cases 
of  the  adjustment  of  differences  between  nations, 
this  treaty  must  be  considered  as  a  compact  of  mu- 
tual concessions,  in  which  each  party  abandoned 
to  the  other  some  of  its  pretensions.  These  con- 
cessions on  the  part  of  the  United  States  were 
great ;  nor  could  it  be  expected  by  the  Spanish 
nation  that  thev  would  be  obtained  without  equi- 
valent. ProbaWy  the  Spanish  negotiator  consid- 
ered the  claims  of  Spanish  subjects  embraced  by 
that  convention  so  small  in  amount  as  scarcely  to 
be  worthy  of  inflexible  adherence  to  them ;  he 
certainly  considered  the  whole  treaty  as  highly 
advantageous  to  Spain — a  sentiment  in  which  the 
Government  of  the  United  Statts  always  entirely 
participated,  and  still  concurs. 

This  also  furnishes  the  reply  which  most  readily 
presents  itself  to  the  proposition  which  you  have 
also  been  instructed  to  make,  that  some  compensa- 
tion should  be  allowed  by  the  United  States  for 
the  benefit  of  the  grantees  of  lands  recognised  by 
the  treaty  to  have  been  null  and  void.  While  ap- 
preciating in  all  its  force  the  sen.sg.  of  justice  by 
which,  after  the  maturest  deliberation  and  the 
fullest  examination,  the  Cortes  have  declared  that 
those  grants  were  so,  as  at  the  signature  of  the 
treaty  they  had  been  clearly,  explicitly,  and  une- 
quivocally understood  to  be  by  both  the  Plenipo- 
tentiaries who  signed  it,  the  President  deems  it 
unnecessary  to  press  the  remark  which  must  natu- 
rally present  itself,  that,  to  grantees  whose  titles 
were  in  fact  null  and  void,  and  by  all  parties  to 
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the  negotiation  were  known  to  be  null  and  void, 
no  indemnity  can  be  due,  because  no  injury  was 
done. 

Nor  can  it  be  admitted  that  this  is  one  of  the 
cases  of  misunderstandingfrom  which  the  grantees 
could  be  entitled  to  the  ^nefit  of  a  doubtful  con- 
struction. The  construction  of  the  article  was  in 
nowise  doubtful ;  for  any  construction  which  would 
have  admitted  the  validity  of  the  grants  would 
have  rendered  impossible  the  fulfilment  of  other 
most  important  stipulations  of  the  treaty. 

The  discussion  of  this  subject,  having  already 
been  a  subject  of  correspondence  between  the  Min- 
ister of  Foreign  Affairs  of  your  Grovernment  and 
Mr.  Forsyth,  could  now  be  continued  to  no  profit- 
able pur|>ose.  I  take  much  more  satisfaction  in 
assuring  you  of  the  pleasure  with  which  the  Presi- 
dent has  accepted  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  as 
an  earnest  or  that  cordial  harmony  which  it  is 
among  his  most  ardent  desires  to  cultivate  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain.  This  disposition  he 
cherishes  the  hope  will  be  further  promoted  by  the 
community  of  principle  upon  whicn  the  liberal  in- 
stitutions of  both  nations  are  founded,  and  by  the 
justice,  moderation,  and  love  of  order  which  they 
combine  with  the  love  and  the  enjoyment  of  free- 
dom. 

I  pray  you,  sir,  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my 
distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 

Don  Francisco  D.  Vives,  Envoy,  ^c. 


[The  following  resolution  was  thereupon  tdopted  by 
^  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stated.] 

In  Senate  of  the  Uniteo  Stated. 

February  19,  1S21. 
Reeolved,  (two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present 
concurring  therein,)  That  the  Senate,  having  ex- 
amined the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Settlement,  and 
Limits,  between  the  United  States  of  America  and 
His  Catholic  Majesty,  made  and  concluded  on  the 
22d  day  of  February,  1819,  and  seen  and  consid- 
ered the  ratification  thereof  made  by  his  said  Cath- 
olic Majesty  on  the  24th  day  of  October,  1820,  do 
consent  to  and  advise  the  President  to  ratify  the 
same. 


SUPPRESSION  OF  THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 

[Communicated  to  the  House  of  Representativea,  Jan- 
uary 15,  1821.] 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  enclosed 
documents,  relating  to  the  negotiation  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave  trade,  which  should  have  ac- 
companied a  Message  on  the  subject,  communi- 
cated to  the  House  some  time  since,  but  which 
were  accidentally  omitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington,  January  12,  1821. 


Department  of  State,  Jan.  11, 1821. 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  the  honor  of  sub- 
mitting to  the  President  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from 
the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  London,  en- 
closing documents  relating  to  the  negotiation  for 
the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  wnich  should 
have  been  transmitted  with  those  accompanying 
the  Message  of  the  President  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, of  the  4th  instant,  but  which  were 
accidentally  omitted. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


Extracts  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Rush  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  dated 

London,  November  19,  1819. 

"  I  received,  on  the  14th  instant,  a  note  from 
Lord  Castlereagh,  dated  the  11th,  on  the  subject 
of  the  slave  trade.  The  addresses  from  the  House 
of  Commons  and  House  of  Lords,  to  the  Prince 
Regent,  came  with  it.  As  the  whole  purport  of 
this  communication  has  been  detailed  beforehand, 
in  my  last  despatch,  I  am  not  aware  that  any  fur- 
ther explanations  from  me  are  now  requisite. 

"  The  distinct  testimony  which  is  borne  in  both 
these  addresses,  to  the  United  States  having  been 
the  first  in  point  of  time,  among  the  nations  of  the 
world  to  abolish  the  trade,  will  be  perceived  with^ 
satisfaction.  It  is,  so  far  as  I  know,  the  first  occa- 
sion upon  which  the  acknowledgment  has  been 
made,  in  any  official  or  authentic  manner,  by  any 
State  in  Europe. 

"  It  appeared  to  me  prudent  to  frame  an  answer 
of  entire  conciliation  to  Lord  Castlereagh's  note ; 
and  I  hope  that  the  spirit  which  it  breathes  may 
meet  the  President's  approbation.  It  bears  date  on 
the  16tb,  and  is  among  the  enclosures  transmitted 
herewith." 


Lord  CasUereagh  to  Mr.  Ruth. 

Foreign  Office,  Nov.  11,  1819. 

The  undersigned.  His  Majesty's  principal  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  has  the  honor 
to  transmit  to  Mr.  Rush,  by  command  of  the  Prince 
Regent,  copies  of  addresses  which  were  presented 
by  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  at  the  close  of  the 
last  session,  to  His  Royal  Highness,  which  His 
Royal  Highness  has  to  request  Mr.  Rush  will  lay 
before  the  President,  with  an  intimation  that  it  is 
the  Prince  Regent's  earnest  desire  to  enter,  with- 
out delay,  into  discussion  with  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  upon  the  important  subject  to 
which  those  addresses  refer,  and  in  the  successful 
accomplishment  of  which  the  common  feelings 
and  reputation  of  both  States  are  equally  and 
deeply  involved. 

It  has  occurred  to  the  Prince  Regent's  Govern- 
ment, that  the  difficulties  which  have  hitherto  op- 
erated to  prevent  a  common  system  of  concert  and 
prevention,  as  directed  against  the  illicit  slave  trade, 
between  the  two  Governments,  can  be  most  satis- 
factorily examined  by  selecting  Washington  for 
the  seat  of  deliberation.  Under  this  impression, 
the  undersigned  has  delayed  to  transmit  to  Mr. 
Rush  the  addresses  in  question,  till  he  could  ac- 
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company  them  with  some  proposition  to  be  con- 
veyed to  the  Government  oi  the  United  States  for 
giving  practical  etTect  to  the  views  of  Parliament. 

The  undersigned  having  lately  had  the  honor  of 
acquainting  Mr.  Rush  that  Mr.  Stratford  Canning 
had  been  selected  by  the  Prince  Regent  to  replace 
Mr.  Bagot,  as  his  Envoy  and  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary in  America,  and  as  that  gentleman  will  pro- 
ceea  to  his  mission  early  in  the  Spring,  the  under- 
signed has  to  request  Mr.  Rush  will  invite  his 
Gtovernment,  on  the  part  of  the  Prince  Regent,  to 
enter,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  Mr.  Canning's  arri- 
val, upon  the  proposed  discussions. 

Upon  a  subject  so  deeply  interesting  to  human- 
ity, the  Grovernment  of  the  United  States  can 
never  require  any  other  impulse  than  that  of  its 
moral  prmciples  to  awaken  it  to  exertion ;  but, 
whatever  of  aid  good  offices  can  contribute  to 
smooth  the  way  for  an  amicable  and  advantageous 
proceeding  on  such  a  matter,  the  undersigned  is 
convinced  will  be  supplied  by  Mr.  Rush's  zeal  and 
enlightened  attachment  to  the  success  of  the  great 
cause  which  this  inquiry  involves;  and  in  this 
view  the  communication  is  specially  recommended 
to  his  personal  support  and  protection. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportu- 
nity to  renew  to  Mr.  Rush  the  assurances  of  his 
distinguished  consideration. 

CASTLEREAGH. 


Mercdrie,  7  die  Julie,  1819. 

^^  Resolved,  That  an  humble  address  be  presented 
to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  to  as- 
sure his  Royal  Highness  that  we  acknowledge, 
with  becoming  thankfulness,  the  zealous  and  per- 
severing efforts  which,  in  conformity  with  former 
addresses  of  this  House,  his  Royal  Highness  has 
made  for  accomplishing  the  total  annihilation  of 
the  African  slave  trade  by  all  the  foreign  Powers 
whose  subjects  have  hitherto  been  engaged  in  it. 

"That  we  also  congratulate  his  Royal  Highness 
on  the  success  with  which  his  efforts  have  been 
already  attended  ;  that  guilty  traffic  having  been 
declared,  by  the  concurrent  voice  of  all  the  great 
Powers  of  Europe,  assembled  in  Congress,  to  be 
repugnant  to  all  the  principles  of  humanity  and  of 
universal  morality. 

"That,  consequently, on  this  declaration, all  the 
States  whose  subjects  were  formerly  concerned  in 
this  criminal  traffic,  have  since  prohibited  it;  the 
greater  part  absolutely  and  entirely,  some  for  a 
time,  particularly  on  that  part  of  the  coast  of 
Africa  only  which  is  to  the  north  of  the  line  Of 
the  two  States  which  still  tokrate  the  traffic,  one 
will  soon  cease  to  be  thus  distinguished — the  period 
which  Spain  has  solemnly  fixed  for  the  total  abo- 
lition of  the  trade  being  near  at  hand.  One  Power 
alone  has  hitherto  forborne  to  specify  any  period 
when  the  traffic  shall  be  absolutely  abandoned. 

"That  the  United  States  of  America  were  hon- 
orably distinguished  as  the  first  which  pronounced 
the  condemnation  of  this  guilty  traffic ;  and  that 
they  have  since  successively  passed  various  laws 
for  carrying  their  prohibition  into  effect;  that 
nevertheless,  we  cannot  but  hear,  with  feelings  of 


deep  regret,  that,  notwithstanding  the  strong  con- 
demnation of  the  crime  by  all  the  great  Powers  of 
Europe,  and  by  the  United  States  of  America, 
there  is  reason  to  fear  that  the  measures  which 
have  been  hitherto  adopted  for  actually  suppress- 
ing these  crimes,  are  not  yet  adequate  to  their 
purpose. 

"  That  we  never,  however,  can  admit  the  per- 
suasion, that  so  great  and  generous  a  people  as 
that  of  France,  which  iias  condemned  this  guilty 
commerce  in  the  strongest  terms,  will  be  less 
earnest  than  ourselves  to  wipe  away  so  foul  a  blot 
on  the  character  of  a  Christian  people. 

"That  we  are,  if  possible,  still  less  willing  to 
admit  such  a  supposition  in  the  instance  of  the 
United  States ;  a  people  derived  originally  from 
the  same  common  stock  with  ourselves,  and  fa- 
vored, like  ourstlves,  in  a  degree  hitherto  perhaps 
unequalled  in  the  history  of  the  world,  with  the 
enjoyment  of  religious  and  civil  liberty,  and  all 
their  attendant  blessings. 

"That  the  consciousness  that  the  Government 
of  this  country  was  originally  instrumental  in  lead- 
ing the  Americans  into  this  criminal  course,  must 
naturally  prompt  us  to  call  on  them  the  more  im- 
portunately to  join  us  in  endeavoring  to  put  an 
end  to  the  evils  of  which  it  is  productive. 

"  That  we  also  conceive  that  the  establishment 
of  some  concert  and  co-operalion  in  the  measures 
to  be  taken  by  the  different  Powers,  for  the  execu- 
tion of  their  common  purpose,  may,  in  various  re- 
spects, be  of  great  practical  utility,  and  that,  under 
the  impression  of  this  persuasion,  several  of  the 
European  States  have  already  entered  into  con- 
ventional arrangements  for  seizing  vessels  engaged 
in  the  criminal  traffic,  and  for  bringing  to  punish- 
ment those  who  shall  still  be  guilty  of  these  nefa- 
rious practices. 

"  That  we  therefore  supplicate  his  Royal  High- 
ness to  renew  his  beneficent  endeavors,  more  espe- 
cially with  the  Governments  of  France  and  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  for  the  effectual  attain- 
ment of  an  object  which  we  all  profess  equally  to 
have  in  view,  and  we  cannot  but  indulge  the  con- 
fident hope  that  these  efforts  may  yet,  ere  long, 
produce  their  desired  effect ;  may  insure  the  prac- 
tical enforcement  of  principles  universally  acknow- 
ledged to  be  undeniably  just  and  true;  and  may 
obtain  for  the  long  afflicted  people  of  Africa  the 
actual  termination  of  their  wrongs  and  mise- 
ries; and  may  destroy  forever  that  fatal  barrier 
which,  by  obstructing  the  ordinary  course  of  civi- 
lization and  social  improvement,  has  so  long  kept 
a  large  portion  of  the  globe  in  darkness  and  bar- 
barism, and  rendered  its  connexion  with  the  civil- 
ized and  Christian  nations  of  the  earth  a  fruitful 
source  only  of  wretchedness  and  desolation. 

"  Ordered,  That  the  said  address  be  presented  to 
His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  by  such 
members  of  the  House  as  are  of  His  Majesty's  most 
honorable  Privy  Council. 

"  G.  DYSON. 

"  U.  D.  Dwn.  Com." 

[An  address,  precisely  similar^  was  voted  about 
the  same  time,  and  presented  in  due  course,  by 
the  House  of  Lords.] 


Mr.  Rush  to  Lord  Castlertagh. 

'  '  London,  November  16,  1818. 

The  undersigned.  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States, 
has  the  honor  to  present  his  compliments  to  Lord 
Castlereagh,  and  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
his  note  of  the  11th  of  this  month. 

The  copies  of  the  addresses  to  His  Royal  High- 
ness, the  Prince  Regent,  from  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,  at  the  close  of  the  last  session,  respect- 
ing the  slave  trade,  which,  by  command  of  His 
Royal  Highness,  came  enclosed  in  his  Lordship's 
note,  with  a  request  that  they  might  be  laid  before 
the  President,  the  undersigned  will  lose  no  time 
in  transmitting  to  the  Secretary  of  State  with 
that  view.  The  intimation  of  its  being  the  earnest 
desire  of  the  Prince  Regent  to  enter,  without  de- 
lay, into  discussions  with  the  United  States,  upon 
the  important  subject  to  which  these  addresses 
refer,  and  in  the  successful  accomplishment  of 
which  the  two  nations  have  a  common  interest, 
will,  the  undersigned  is  persuaded,  be  met  by  his 
Government  in  the  same  spirit  of  elevated  benevo- 
lence which  has  given  birth  to  the  desire  in  the 
mind  of  His  Royal  Highness. 

The  undersigned  camnot  avoid  expressing  his 
acquiescence  in  the  opinion  that  the  difficulties 
which  have  hitherto  operated  to  prevent  a  system 
of  concert  against  the  illicit  slave  trade  between 
the  two  Grovernments,  are  most  likely  to  be  satis- 
factorily examined  by  selecting  Washineton  as 
the  seat  of  deliberation.  If,  happily,  they  are  of 
a  nature  to  be  removed,  it  ib  by  such  a  transfer  of 
the  scene  of  a  new  endeavor  that  the  best  hopes 
may  be  formed ;  and  it  is  hence,  with  a  peculiar 
satisfaction  that  the  undersigned  learns  that  Mr. 
Canning,  when  proceeding  on  his  mission  to  the 
United  States,  will  carry  with  him  such  full  in- 
structions upon  the  whole  subject  as  may  prepare 
him  for  entering  upon  the  interesting  duty  of  giv- 
ing effect  to  the  views  of  Parliament.  The  un- 
dersigned will  not  fail  to  make  known  this  inten- 
tion to  his  Government,  by  the  earliest  opportunity 
that  he  can  command. 

Upon  a  subject  so  universally  interesting  to 
humanity,  Lord  Castlereagh  has  justly  inferred 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  can 
never  require  any  other  incentive  than  that  of  its 
own  moral  impulse  to  awaken  it  to  exertion.  But, 
if,  upon  the  present  occasion,  it  needed  any  other, 
the  undersigned  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  it 
would  be  abundantly  found  in  the  friendly  and 
enlarged  spirit  of  this  renewed  overture  from  the 
Government  of  the  Prince  Regent,  and  in  the 
liberal  justice  rendered  to  the  early  and  steadfast 
efforts  of  the  United  States  in  the  cause  of  aboli- 
tion, by  the  Addresses  in  question,  from  both  Houses 
of  the  Parliament  of  this  realm.  Following  up 
their  uniform  policy  in  this  great  cause,  never 
tired  of  adopting  new  expedients  of  prohibition, 
where  new  evasions  have  pointed  to  their  neces- 
sity, the  undersigned  feels  happ^  in  being  able  to 
state,  feeling  sure  that  the  information  cannot  be 
otherwise  than  acceptable  to  the  unwearied  and 
useful  zeal  of  his  Lordship  in  the  same  cause,  that, 
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besides  the  law  of  April,  1818,  of  which  the  un- 
dersigned had  the  honor  to  speak  in  his  note  of 
the  21st  of  December  of  that  year,  a  subsequent 
act  of  Congress,  of  date  so  recent  as  last  March, 
has  raised  up  additional  means  for  the  extirpation 
of  the  baleiul  traffic.  By  this  act  the  President 
is  specially  authorized  to  employ  armed  vessels  of 
the  United  States  to  cruise  upon  the  coast  of 
Africa  ;  and  other  new  provisions  are  introduced 
for  intercepting  and  punishing  such  delinquent 
citizens  as  may  be  found  forgetful  of  the  denun- 
ciations of  their  Grovernment,  no  less  than  of  their 
own  moral  duties,  abandoning  themselves  to  the 
enormity  of  this  transgression.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  sentiments  of  the  President  are  in  full 
and  active  harmony  with  those  of  Congress,  in 
the  beneficent  desire  of  putting  a  stop  to  this  deep 
rooted  and  afiSicting  evil.  With  such  pledges  be- 
fore the  worldj  the  undersigned  cannot  err  in  con- 
fidently anticipating  that  the  fresh  proposal  of 
the  Government  of  His  Royal  Highness  will  be 
promptly  taken  up  at  Washington,  under  the 
deepest  convictions  of  their  importance,  and  with 
every  anxious  desire  for  a  favorable  result  that 
can  be  made  compatible  with  the  Constitution  and 
other  essential  interests  of  the  Republic. 

The  undersigned  is  happy  to  embrace  this  occa- 
sion of  renewing  to  Lord  Castlereagh  the  assur- 
ances of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

RICHARD  RUSH. 


SPAIX— RICHARD  W.  MEADE. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  February  14,  1821.] 

Washington,  Fcfc.  13,  1821. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .- 

I  transmit  herewith  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  a 
memorial  received  from  Richard  W.  Meade,  to- 
gether with  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  con- 
cerning it. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Department  of  State, 

February  13, 1821. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  refer- 
red the  letter  and  memorial  to  the  President  of 
R.  W.  Meade,  has  the  honor  of  reporting  his 
opinion : 

That,  from  the  nature  of  the  claim,  now  first 
announced  by  Mr.  Meade  in  the  letter,  it  will  be 
proper  that  it  should  be  communicated  to  the  Sen- 
ate, when  the  ratification  by  Spain  of  the  treaty 
signed  on  the  22d  of  February,  1819,  shall  be  sub- 
mitted to  that  body  for  their  advice  and  consent 
to  receive  it  in  exchange  for  the  ratification  of  the 
United  States  heretofore  given. 

With  regard  to  the  material  facts  alleged  by  Mr. 
Meade  in  support  of  his  claim  to  a  distinct  and 
separate  engagement,  involved  in  the  treaty  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  pay  the  whole  of 
his  liquidated  demand  upon  Spain,  he  has  been 
misinformed.  Neither  his  nor  any  other  individual 
claim  was  ever  mentioned  between  the  negotiators 
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of  the  treaty ;  no  proposal  was  consequently  ever 
made  by  Mr.  Onis  that  it  should  be  inserted  by 
name.  It  was  known  that  Mr.  Meade  had  a  large 
unliquidated  claim  on  the  Spanish  Government, 
and  he  had  been  infornoed,  according  to  his  re- 
quest, that  it  would  be  considered  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  in  common  with  others 
at  the  negotiation  of  the  treaty  ;  but  of  the  amount 
or  validity  of  the  claim  this  Government  had  no 
knowledge  sufficient  to  warrant  any  special  en- 
gagement to  assume  it,  had  such  a  proposal  been 
made ;  and  by  Mr.  Meade's  own  statement,  it  was 
not  liquidated  until  nearly  a  year  after  the  signa- 
ture of  the  treaty,  and  then  without  the  privity  of 
this  Grovernment,  and  not  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  the  treaty  for  all  claims  provided  for  j 
in  it. 

The  argument  of  Mr.  Meade's  memorial,  drawn  i 
from  the  law  of  nations  as  in  his  opinion  applica- 
ble to  the  case,  and  founded  upon  a  statement  of  I 
facts,  the  most  essential  of  which  are  unfounded,  \ 
may  be  left  to  the  sound  judgment  of  the  Senate.  | 
The  distinction  drawn  in  the  memorial  between  | 
the  claims  of  a  citizen  of  one  country  upon  the 
Government  of  another,  arising  from  contract  or 
from  wrong,  is  undoubtedly  so  far  just,  that  the 
claimant  by  contract  cannot  resort  to  the  inter- 
position of  nis  own  Government  to  obtain  from  the 
other  satisfaction  for  his  claim  to  the  same  extent 
as  the  claimant  from  wrong.     The  Government 
of  the  claimant  by  contract  can  interpose  in  his 
behalf  only  by  its  good  offices,  and  cannot,  as  the 
memorial  states,  press  to  the  extent  of  reprisals  for 
the  satisfaction  of  the  claim.     It  has  no  right  to 
interpose  at  all,  without  the  solicitation  of  the 
claimant  himself,  who,  having  stated  his  interest 
upon  his  own  confidence  in  the  Government  with 
which  he  contracts,  may  properly  abide  by  the  re- 
sult of  that  confidence,  without  calling  upon  his 
country  to  make  itself  a  party  to  his  demand.  But 
if  he  does  appeal  to  his  own  Government  for  that 
adventitious  aid  to  which  other  contractors  with 
the  same  party,  and  on  the  same  security,  cannot 
resort,  he  thereby  voluntarily  makes  his  claim  a 
subject  of  negotiation  and  of  those  compromises 
in  which  all  national  adjustments  of  individual 
claims  must  and  do  always  consist.     It  is  unneces- 
sary to  pursue  this  position  into  the  detail  of  argu- 
ment  by  which  it  is  susceptible  of  illustration. 
No  special  provision  for  the  individual  claim  of 
Mr.  Meade,  no  express  renunciation  of  it,  was  ever 
made  or  contemplated  by  the  treaty ;  nor  was  any 
mention  made  of  it  by  General  Vives  in  deliver- 
ing to  me  the  ratification  of  his  sovereign. 

By  the  statement  of  the  memorial  itself,  it  was 
questionable  to  the  Cortes  and  to  the  Spanish 
Minister  of  Finance  whether  it  was  included  in 
the  renunciations  of  the  ninth  article  or  not.  If 
it  was,  Mr.  Meade  will  be  entitled  to  the  indem- 
nities stipulated  by  the  treaty,  and  in  the  forms 
provided  by  the  same  instrument ;  if  it  was  not, 
his  resort  is,  as  it  originally  was,  exclusively  to 
the  Spanish  Government ;  and  the  Cortes,  in  re- 
cognising his  claim,  have  given  directions  for  its 
payment. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


MEMORIAL. 

'         Washington,  Fdmiary  8,  1821. 

Sir:  Since  the  recent  intelligence  from  Spain 
has  reduced  it  nearly  to  a  certainty  that  the  treaty 
concluded  at  Washington  on  the  22d  February, 
1819,  has  been  ratified  by  the  Government  of 
Spain,  and  that  it  is  .speedily  to  be  offered  for  the 
ratification  of  this  Government,  it  becomes  highly 
expedient  that  all  the  collateral  and  implied  as 
well  as  the  direct  and  explicit  obligations  which 
such  ratification  may  carry  with  it  should  be  fully 
understood  and  distinctly  recognised  before  any 
definitive  and  irrevocable  determination  be  taken 
in  the  business.  My  most  vital  interests  are  so 
deeply  involved  in  the  interpretations  with  which 
the  terms  of  the  treaty  may  be  understood  and  ac- 
cepted, and  may,  moreover,  enter  so  essentially 
into  the  motives  which  might  dictate  the  ratifica- 
tion or  rejection  of  it,  in  the  whole  or  in  part, 
that  I  owe  it  as  a  duty  equally  to  myself  and  to 
the  Grovernment  to  make  a  preliminary  and  frank 
declaration  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  indem- 
nities which  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  may 
give  me  a  right  to  claim  from  the  United  States. 
The  validity  of  .such  a  claim  was,  without  doubt, 
prospectively  contemplated  and  admitted  by  the 
functionaries  directly  concerned  in  the  negotia- 
tion, if,  as  I  have  every  reason  to  conclude  was 
the  fact,  it  fonned  the  groundwork  of  any  ou<'  of 
the  treaty  stipulations;  nor  do  I  apprehend  that 
the  tedious  procrastinations  and  vexatious  shifts 
which  have  since  been  interposed  by  the  late  ad- 
ministrators of  public  affairs  in  Spam  have  at  all 
impaired  the  force  of  the  original  considerations 
and  impressions  by  which  our  own  Government 
was  actuated.  But  the  more  definite  and  authentic 
shape  which  subsequent  events  have  ijiven  to  my 
claim,  and  the  further  development  of  the  views  of 
the  Spanish  Government  respecting  it,  would  alone 
have  justified  the  propriety  of  this  preliminary  ex- 
planation, even  if  the  full  execution  of  the  treaty 
did  not  mainly  depend  upon  the  collective  wisdom 
and  discretion  of  Congres.s,  to  whom  the  involved 
consequences  of  its  stipulations  arc  not  supposed 
to  be  so  distinctly  enunciated  as  to  the  original 
negotiators.  I  shall  submit  if,  with  the  most  entire 
deference  and  respect,  to  your  own  judgment  and 
discretion  to  devise  the  most  proper  and  effectual 
mode,  when  the  occasion  shall  arise,  of  com- 
municating to  the  Senate  an  official  notification 
of  this  claim,  and  also  of  recommending  to  Con- 
gress, among  the  measures  necessary  to  carry  the 
treaty  into  practical  effect,  a  distinct  provision  for 
the  complete  and  immediate  sati.sfaction  of  the 
claim;  so  that  its  distinct  recognition  as  one  of 
the  treaty  stipulations  may  be  concomitant  with 
the  treaty  through  its  several  stages  of  final  ratifi- 
cation and  complete  execution.  The  advantages 
resulting  from  this  mode  of  clearing  away  all  am- 
biguities, and  obviating  future  misunderstandings, 
are  evident,  besides  saving  me  from  expensive  so- 
licitations and  ruijious  delays. 

In  conformity  to  these  views,  I  shall  proceed, 
without  further  apology,  to  lay  before  you  a  sum- 
mary exposition  of  my  claim  (as  it  has  been  fully 


recognised  and  admitted)  upon  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment, and  of  the  process  by  which  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  may  become  identified 
with  that  of  Spain  in  the  obligation  to  satisfy  that 
claim  immediately  upon  the  exchange  of  ratifica- 
tions. 

As  soon  as  I  was  released,  through  the  humane 
and  decided  interposition  of  my  country,  from  the 
prison  to  which  I  had  been  consigned  by  the  un- 
paralleled  injustice  and    perfidy  of  .some  of  the 
ministers  and  agents  of  the  restored  Government 
which  superseded  the  illustrious  Cortes,  by  whose 
wisdomand  heroic  constancy  Spain  had  been  saved 
from  a  foreign  yoke,  I  lost  no  time  in  preferring 
the  most  urgent  solicitations  for  the  settlement  of 
my  claims,  to  an  immense  amount,  upon  the  Span- 
ish Government.     These  claims  were  due  on  ac- 
count of  extensive  supplies  of  provisions  and  ad- 
vances of  money,  at  a  time  when  the  nation  was 
in  the  most  trying  and  doubtful  crisis  of  its  fate; 
to  the  timely  assistance  of  which  supplies  and  ad- 
vances, it  has  been  distinctly  and  gratefully  ac- 
knowledged by  the  great  body  of  patriotic   Span- 
iards, both  in  public  and  private  life,  that  the  nation 
was  mainly  indebted  for  the  ultimate  achievement 
of  its  independence.   Notwithstanding  the  counter- 
actions thrown  in  my  way  from  the  tame  corrupt 
sources  of  selfish  intrigue  by  which  my  most  ini- 
quitous imprisonment  had  been  planned  and  pro- 
longed, so  manifest  and  so  cogent  was  the  equity 
of  my  clairn.«5,  and  so  powerful  the  appeal  to  the 
gratitude  of  the  nation,  that  the  Government  could 
not  avoid  giving  serious  attention  to  the  case.     It 
was  notorious  enough  how  unprepared  they  were 
to  meet  my  demands,  and,  indeed,  that  the  con- 
scious embarrassment  of  the  Government  on  that 
head  was  one  of  the  mainsprings  of  action  put  in  \ 
motion  by  the  intriguers,  who  were  permitted,  for  : 
so  long  a  time,  to  evade  the  pressing  instances  of  I 
Mr.  Erving  and  my  friends  for  my  release,  and 
even  to  nullify  the  effect  of  royal  orders  ostensibly 
commanding  it.     Very  soon,  however,  after  my 
release,  they  turned  their  attention  to  the  Crown 
lands  in  Florida  as  a  resource  for  discharging  the 
debt;  and,  accordingly,  it  was  insinuated  to  me 
that  I  might  receive  payment  by  means  of  an 
equivalent  in  those  lands.     But  I  knew  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  had  long  con- 
templated a  cession  of  the  Floridas  as  the  ultimate 
satisfaction  and  indemnity  for  the  insults  and  in- 
juries which  our  flag  and  commerce  had  sustained 
through  the  instrumentality,  active  or  passive,  of 
Spain.     I  therefore  felt  myself  not  only  bound  by 
the  general  obligations  of  a  good  citizen,  but  es- 
pecially moved  by  the  strongest  sense  of  gratitude 
tor  the  disinterested  and  magnanimous  interference 


of  my  country  in  my  behalf,  to  avoid  every  step 
which  might  possibly  traverse  even  the  ulterior 
and  contingent  views  and  projects  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  its  diplomatic  relations  with  Spain ;  and, 
accordingly,  without  stopping  to  inquire  whether 
the  negotiation  had  assumed  such  a  shape  as  to 
give  the  United  ^tates  any  right,  either  absolute 
or  inchoate,  to  insist  upon  specific  indemnity  in 
the  Floridas,  I  acidressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Adams, 
dated  the  6th  of  June,  1818,  (eight  months  before 


the  signature  of  the  treaty,)  in  which  I  stated  the 
proposition,  expressly  with  a  view  to  ascertain 
whether  my  acceptance  of  it  would  be  agreeable 
to  this  Government.     As  soon  as  the  answer  of 
Mr.  Adams,  dated  18th  September,  1818,  informed 
me  that  this  Government  apprehended  ill  conse- 
i  quences  from  admitting  the  precedent  of  the  grant 
in  question  pending  the  negotiation,  as  it  might 
open  a  door  for  other  grants,  tending  materially  to 
I  diminish  the  value  of  the  desired  cession,  I  aban- 
doned all  thoughts  of  accepting  payment  in  that 
mode,  and  applied  myself  exclusively  to  the  direct 
means  of  obtaining  satisfaction.    Having  experi- 
enced, throughout  the  whole  affair,  the  greatest 
inconvenience  from  the   dilatory  proceedings  of 
the  Spanish  Grovernment,  I  presented,  in  the  month 
of  Deceniber.  1818,  a  memorial  to  the  King,  backed 
by  an  official  letter  from  Mr.  Erving,  urging  the 
I  appointment  of  two  or  three  persons  in  the  entire 
confidence  of  the  King  to  audit  and  settle  my 
claims.     My  petition  was  finally  granted,  and  a 
iunta  or  commission,  consisting  of  four  counsel* 
i  lors,  was  accordingly  appointed  by  a  royal  order. 
The  report  of  that  junta,  on  the  20th  September, 
[  1819,  after  a  laborious  and  minute  investigatioa 
of  SIX  or  seven  months'  duration,  and  a  critical 
;  examination  into  all  the  merits  of  the  case,  spe- 
i  cifically  admitted   and   passed  my  claim,  to  an 
'  amount  less  than  I  had  all  along  stated,  both 
I  directly  to  this  Government  and  to  Mr.  Erving. 
:  The  report  of  the  junta,  in  frank  and  explicit 
terms,  acknowledges  and  enforces  the  most  cogent 
I  motives  for  the  speedy  satisfaction  of  the  debt  by 
the  Spanish  Government — motives  avowedly  de- 
rived, not  only  from  the  faith  of  the  most  solemn 
contracts,  but  from  the  national  gratitude  for  the 
'  signal  and  meritorious  services  I  had  performed  in 
the  execution  of  those  contracts.     That  report  or 
award  has  been  approved,  ratified,  and  adopted,  in 
all  its  terms,  by  the  Spanish  Government,  and 
sanctioned  by  all  the  highest  solemnities  that  can 
be  invoked  to  bind  the  faith  of  the  State. 

The  delay  of  the  report  to  so  late  a  period  as 
September,  1819,  was,  in  a  great  measure,  occa- 
sioned by  the  multiplicity  of  contracts  to  be  exam- 
ined, and  of  departments  from  which  information 
was  to  be  sought.     After  the  report  had  been  sent 
in,  it  was  returned,  with  various  suggestions  and 
observations  from  the  Minister  of  Finance  to  the 
junta,  who,  after  considering  the  suggestions  of 
the  Minister,  on  the  15th  November,  1819,  con- 
firmed their  first  report,  reasserting  and  enforcing 
all  the  reasons  upon  which  it  was  founded,  and 
even  declaring  that  the  sum  awarded  was  less  than 
what,  in  justice  and  equity,  the  Grovernment  ought 
to  pay  me.     Still  the  Minister  of  Finance  thought 
it  necessary  to  consult,  in  succession,  the  Treasurer 
General  or  the  kingdom  and  the  Comptroller  (Jen- 
eral  of  Accounts;  and  their  decision  concurring 
with  that  of  the  junta,  the  King  finally  ratified 
the  award.     A  formal  certificate  was  made  out 
and  delivered  to  me,  signed  by  all  the  members  of 
the  junta,  and  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Finance, 
by  order  and  acting  in  the  name  of  the  King ;  and 
the  royal  seal  is  affixed  thereto — solemnities  ob- 
served only  in  cases  of  high  commissions,  and  in 
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afiairs  of  the  utmost  importance.  This  certificate, 
(which,  together  with  another  royal  order,  was 
transmitted  to  me  in  May,  1820,  by  Mr.  Arguelles, 
the  new  Minister  of  Finance,)  imports  the  clearest 
and  most  unequivocal  acknowledgment  that  the 
Spanish  Government  is  indebted  to  me  in  the  sum 
of  $491,153  33,  and  directs  that  the  same  shall 
be  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Royal  Finance  De- 
partment, with  interest. 

The  embarrassments  of   the   new   revolution, 
which  ensued  in  the  interval  between  the  defini- 
tive award  of  the  junta  and  its  final  ratification 
by  the  King,  delayed  and  impeded  the  full  measure 
of  justice  which  I  had  every  reason  to  expect  from 
the  more  enlightened  and  just  Government  of  the 
Cortes,  which  that  revolution  has  now  restored 
to  Spain.    I  nevertheless  pressed  for  a  settlement 
with  all  the  diligence  that  the  magnitude  of  the 
claim  and  my  necessities  justified  and  required; 
and,  at  soon  as  its  definitive  and  official  recogni- 
tion, in  the  form  of  the  certificate  just  mentioned, 
was  communicated  to  me  by  the  Minister  of  Fi- 
nance, I  petitioned  the  Cortes  to  order  its  imme- 
diate payment,   and   to  designate  the  mode  of 
payment.    I  could  obtain  no  definitive  resolution 
from  the  Cortes  till  the  5th  October  last,  the  day 
they  decided  in  favor  of  ratifying  the  treaty  for 
the  cession  of  the  Floridas  to  the  United  States ; 
upon  which  occasion  they  ordered  that  my  memo- 
rial should  be  united  with  the  papers  relative  to  the 
treaty,  and  submitted  to  the  Kin^,  in  order  to  have 
it  ascertained  whether  the  American  Grovernraent 
had   consented   to   the  introduction  of  my  indi- 
vidual claim  into  the  negotiations  on  the  treaty; 
and,  if  so,  that  the  American  Government  had 
distinctly  assumed  upon  itself  the  payment  of  my 
claim,  and  had  wholly  exonerated  Spain  from  it ; 
but,  if  it  should  be  found  that  my  case  had  not 
been  taken  into  view  by  the  negotiators,  and  was 
not  distinctly  understood  as  embraced  in  the  treaty 
stipulations,  they,  in  that  case,  decreed  the  imme- 
diate payment  of  the  debt  by  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment.    Upon  this  reference  from  the  Cortes,  the 
Spanish  Minister  of  State  pronounced  an  unequiv- 
ocal opinion  that  the  debt  had  been  distinctly  and 
specifically  assumed  by  the  United  States,  in  ex- 
oneration of  Spain,  or  would  be  so  upon  the  ex- 
change of  ratifications;  consequently,  I  was  referred 
to  the  eventual  ratification  of  the  treaty  for  the 
ultimate  satisfaction  of  my  claim.     The  opinion 
of  the  Minister  was  founded  (as  I  was  informed 
from  high  authority)  upon  facts  said  to  have  been 
notorious  to  the  negotiators  of  the  treaty,  and  ver- 
ified, as  it  was  said,  by  the  official  communica- 
tions of  Mr.  Onis  to  the  Spanish  Government,  to 
wit,  that  my  claim  had  been  introduced  by  name 
into  the  discussions  between  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr. 
Onis,  who  finally  agfeed,  in  their  vtihal  conferences, 
that  it  should  be  assumed  and  paid  by  the  United 
States ;  that  Mr.  Onis  proposed  the  insertion  of  my 
name,  and  a  specific  stipulation  to  that  effect  in  the 
treaty,  but  that  Mr.  Adams  thought  it  unnecessary 
to  do  so,  though  he  agreed  to  the  insertion  of  a 
clause  intended  to  comprehend  my  case  without 
naming  it,  and  to  exonerate  Spain  from  the  debt, 
with  the  understanding,  nevertheless,  that  it  was 


to  be  specifically  assumed  and  paid  by  the  United 
States.  The  clause  alluded  to  as  the  one  intended 
to  embrace  my  claim  is  the  fifth  of  the  renuncia- 
tions declared  on  the  part  ol  the  United  Slates  in 
the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty. 

From  an  examination  of  the  three  documents — 
the  protocol  of  the  treaty  as  delivered  by  Mr.  Onis, 
the  counter-projet  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  the  treaty 
as  it  was  actually  concluded  and  signed,  so  mucn 
is  certain  and  evident,  that  the  protocol  contains 
a  clause  nearly  equivalent  to  the  one  in  question, 
which  is  entirely  omitted  in  the  counter-projet; 
and  so   it  becomes  highly  probable  that  it  was 
inserted  in  the  treaty  in  consequence  of  some  new 
arrangement  or  substantive  understanding,  dis- 
cussed and  adjusted  in  the  latter  stages  of  the  ne- 
gotiation.    What  were  the  nature  and  extent  of 
such  arrangement  or  understanding,  and  of  the 
preliminary  discussions  which  led  to  it,  and  whe- 
ther Mr.  Onis  had  made  an  accurate  report  of  them 
in  his  alleged  communications  to  his  own  Govern- 
ment, are  matters  of  which  you,  sir,  must  have 
far  more  authentic  and  certain  information  than 
any  I  can  pretend  to  offer.     If  the  fifth  renuncia- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  United  States  were,  in  fact, 
designed  to  extend  beyond  such  claims  as  arose 
outof  injuries  and  aggressions  in  which  the  nation, 
in  its  sovereign  capacity,  was  immediately  con- 
cerned, and  for  which  it  might,  conformably  to 
the  law  and  usage  of  nations,  have  claimed  resti- 
tution and  indemnity  einder  the  peril  of  reprisals  ; 
and  if,  in  truth,  it  were  intended  to  reach  and  com- 
prehend claims  arising  out  of  civil  contracts — in 
other  words,  bona  fide  debts  due  from  the  Spanish 
Government   to  private   citizens   of  the   United 
States — then  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  the  sweeping 
terms  of  the  stipulation  are  broad  enough  to  em- 
brace my  identical  claim;  and  it  is  equally  clear 
and  certain  that  it  was  the  identical  clainn  (if  not 
the  sole  and  only  one  of  the  kind)  intended  to  be 
so  embraced.     It  may,  therefore,  be  conceded  that 
the  Spanish  Government,  so  far,  was  warranted 
in  concluding  that  they  were  to  be  as  effectually 
exonerated  and  discharged  from  their  debt  to  me 
as  if  it  had  been  mentioned  by  name  in  the  treaty ; 
and  their  corollary,  that  the  United  States  would 
then  be  bound  to  pay  and  satisfy  that  debt  with- 
out defalcation  or  delay,  was  surely  a  very  natural 
one,  and  as  surely  founded  in  the  soundest  prin- 
ciples as  well  of  the  moral  as  of  the  conventional 
law. 

I  have,  however,  positively  denied  and  formally 
protested  against  one  of  the  postulates  assumed  by 
the  Spanish  Government,  which  is,  that  any  stip- 
ulation of  the  United  States  could  be  competent^ 
per  se,  to  cancel  the  debt,  and  exonerate  Spain 
from  her  original  and  inherent  obligation,  in  any 
other  way  than  by  actually  paying  the  debt 
to  me.  Not  that  I  have  ever  been  in  the  least 
averse  from  accepting  the  United  States  for  my 
debtor  in  lieu  of  Spain ;  on  the  contrary,  if  the 
undertaking  of  the  United  States  were  co-exten-' 
sive  in  point  of  legal  and  moral  obligation  with 
that  of  Spain,  so  tnat  the  existing  pecuniary  debt 
of  the  one,  with  all  its  concomitant  duties,  becomes 
identically  the  debt  of  the  other,  I  should  then 


most  willingly  accede  to  the  proposed  transposi- 
tion of  the  indebted  party.  But  it  is  precisely  on 
this  point  that  the  most  alarming  ambiguity  ex- 
ists ;  for  if  this  particular  debt  be  embraced  by  the 
terms  oi  the  fiftn  renunciation  on  the  part  oi  the 
United  States,  and  was  so  intended  by  the  nego- 
tiators^ then  there  is  no  distinct  and  substantive 
provision  for  the  payment  of  it,  unless  the  official 
report,  alleged  to  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Onis,  of 
a  verbal  arrangement  and  understanding  on  the 
subject  between  him  and  Mr.  Adams,  and  not  fully 
expressed  on  the  face  of  the  treatv,  should  be  dis- 
tinctly and  formally  recognised  bv  this  Govern- 
ment. The  terms  of  the  treaty,  taken  simply  and 
strictly,  without  being  interpreted  by  any  such  sup- 
plemental arrangement  or  understanding,  clearly 
import  that  all  the  claims  embraced  by  all  the  five 
renunciations  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  are 
to  be  thrown  into  one  heterogeneous  mass,  and 
placed  on  the  same  level,  and  subject  to  the  same 
rule  of  compensation  ;  whereas  nothing  could  be 
more  unjust  and  injurious  than  such  an  operation 
in  regard  to  my  claim;  because  nothing  can  be 
more  dissimilar  in  their  nature,  in  their  origin, 
and  in  all  their  circumstances,  and  nothing  more 
unequal  in  the  cogency  of  the  legal  and  moral  ob- 
ligations out  of  which  they  arise,  than  my  claim, 
and  the  mass  of  others  witn  which  it  is  apparently 
confounded. 

The  broad  distinction,  in  all  their  moral  and 
political  consequences  and  relations,  between  a 
mere  debt  voluntarily  contracted  by  a  State  in  the 
ordinary  transactions  of  business  with  a  private 
person,  whether  citizen  or  foreigner,  and  a  claim 
for  unascertained  damages  on  account  of  injuries 
to  private  property,  involved  and  bound  up  in  na- 
tional injuries,  is  manifest  and  universally  admit- 
ted. Depredations  upon  the  commerce,  aggressions 
upon  the  flag,  either  of  the  military  or  commercial 
marine  of  a  nation,  equally  with  invasions  of  its 
territory,  are  always  considered  and  treated  as 
direct  aggressions  upon  the  sovereignty  of  the 
nation,  and  equally  to  be  resented  and  repelled  as 
acts  01  hostility,  if  a  reasonable  satisfaction  be  not 
made.  All  forcible  and  violent  seizures,  at  sea  or 
upon  land,  of  the  persons  or  property  of  private 
citizens,  partake  of  the  same  character  of  hostility, 
and,  according  to  the  various  degrees  of  the  of- 
fence, may  ^ive  just  cause  for  reprisals.  When 
the  State  is  injured  or  insulted  in  the  persons  of 
its  citizens,  if  the  aggression  be  manifestly  and 
flagrantly  unjust,  the  State  is  bound  by  its  corre- 
lative duties  to  its  citizens^  whilst  it  avenges  its 
own  wrongs,  or,  by  peaceable  means,  vindicates 
the  violated  rights  of  its  sovereignty,  to  demand 
just  reparation  for  the  injuries  inflicted  on  its  citi- 
zens. In  all  these  cases,  however,  the  compensa- 
tions for  the  private  injuries,  equally  with  the 
satisfactions  for  the  public  wrongs,  must  necessa- 
rily be  fair  subjects  of  compromise  and  mutual 
accommodation.  The  offended  State  is  not  bound, 
nor  has  it  any  right,  to  set  up  its  own  judgment 
as  paramount  and  infallible,  and  to  insist  upon  the 
gnmiHum  jus,  according  to  that  judgment;  other- 
wise, disputes  and  wars  would  be  interminable. 
These  compromises  between  States,  both  of  the 


public  wrongs  and  of  the  private  injuries  involved 
in  them,  are  of  necessity,  and  agreeable  to  the 
universal  usage  of  civilized  nations;  but  that  a 
mere  failure  in  contract,  on  the  part  of  one  State 
towards  a  private  citizen  of  another,  should  be 
treated  as  a  violation  of  the  high  rights  of  sov^- 
eignty,  so  as  either  to  justify  refwisals,  or  to  give 
occasion  for  any  of  those  compromises  or  mutual 
concessions  usually  incident  to  a  treaty  of  pacifica- 
tion, would  be  an  assumption  as  absolutely  desti- 
tute of  any  countenance  from  precedent  as  from 
any  of  the  analogies  of  public  law. 

From  the  following  comparison  of  my  actual 
condition,  as  an  acknowledged  creditor  oi  Spain, 
having  a  present  and  perfect  right  to  demand  in- 
stant payment,  with  that  to  which  I  should  be 
reduced  as  a  deferred  claimant  of  a  precarious 
dividend  under  the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty, 
there  will  appear  abundant  cause  for  my  anxiety, 
and  for  my  having  protested  to  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment,  as  I  now  do  to  this,  against  the  compe- 
tency of  the  treaty,  either  to  operate  the  release, 
without  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  debt,  or 
to  annex  to  its  transposition  such  interpolations 
upon  the  terms  of  the  original  obligation  as  the 
letter  of  the  said  eleventh  article  would  seem  to 
imply. 

1  have  shown  what  procrastinations,  what  long, 
wearisome,  and  expensive  solicitations  and  inves- 
tigations I  have  had  to  wade  through  ;  and  what 
sacrifices  of  my  time,  my  means,  and  my  comforts, 
I  have  had  to  endure,  in  order  to  have  my  claim 
definitively  and  conclusively  adjusted,  ascertained, 
and  settled,  by  the  only  party  connected  with  me 
in  the  contract,  or  responsible  to  me  under  it,  by 
a  party  in  all  respects  competent  to  take  upon 
himself  the  most  perfect  obligation.  After  I  have 
surmounted  every  difficulty,  and  have  at  last  con- 
clusively fixed  upon  this  party  a  consummate  ob- 
ligation to  pay  me  an  ascertained  sum  of  money, 
instanter  ;  upon  what  terms  and  for  what  equiva- 
lents am  I  called  upon  to  renounce  or  to  transpose 
this  perfect  right  ?  Why,  if  the  ostensible  stipu- 
lations of  the  treaty,  as  defined  in  the  eleventh  ar- 
ticle, are  to  be  strictly  taken  as  the  only  rule  for 
determining  the  equivalents,  then  what  is  now  an 
ascertained  debt,  standing  upon  the  basis  of  a  con- 
summate obligation,  b  reduced  to  a  mereoutstand- 
ing  claim,  open  to  fresh  and  reiterated  contesta- 
tions from  unknown  parties,  from  intermeddling 
strangers  without  privity  or  interest  in  theoriginu 
contract,  or  any  motive  for  engaging  in  the  con- 
troversy but  an  eager  emulation  for  the  apportion- 
ment of  the  very  inadequate  sum  set  apart  for  the 
satisfaction  of  all  the  claims.  It  is  to  oe  re-exam- 
ined and  adjudicated  over  again  by  a  new  com- 
mission, which  may  not,  and  probably  will  not,  be 
closed  in  less  than  a  period  of  three  years,  com- 
mencing from  some  undefined  point  oi  time  here- 
after, viz:  the  meeting  of  the  commissioners  in 
Washington ;  and  which,  if  it  decide,  as  possibly 
it  may,  to  investigate  over  again  the  merits  and 
details  of  my  claim,  will  have  to  invoke  documen- 
tary evidence  from  the  bureaus  of  a  foreign  coun- 
try peculiarly  tenacious  of  its  archives.  Now,  sup- 
pose the  claim,  as  it  stands  adjudicated  by  the 
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Spaftish  authorities,  to  be  affirmed  by  the  Ameri- 
can commissioners ;  then,  instead  of  a  present  right 
to  demand  payment  of  the  whole  sum,  without 
defalcation  or  delay,  from  a  party  abundantly  sol- 
Tent  and  of  presumed  good  faith — a  party  not  yet 
declared  banlcrupt,  either  in  character  or  circum- 
stances— I  am  to  wait  for  a  contingent  quota  or 
dividend  out  of  the  gross  sum  set  apart  for  the 
satisfaction,  pro  rata,  of  the  entire  mass  of  claims ; 
and  even  that  quota  cannot  be  ascertained  and  de- 
clared until  the  whole  of  the  claims  are  finally 
adjudicated,  within  the  aforesaid  period  of  three 
years.  Lastly,  this  tedious  process  being  accom- 
plished, and  the  commission  functus  oficio  ;  all  the 
claims  being  definitively  adjusted,  and  the  respec- 
tive quotas  ascertained  and  declared  ;  even  then, 
the  mode  and  the  time  of  payment  are  left  at  the 
absolute  discretion  of  Congress,  viz :  first,  imme- 
diately at  the  Treasury ;  or,  secondly,  in  six  per 
cent,  stock,  payable  out  of  the  proceeds  from  the 
sales  of  public  lands  in  the  ceded  territory ;  or, 
lastly,  in  such  other  manner  as  Congress  may  pre- 
scribe by  law. 

I  beg  leave  to  advert,  verj^  cursorily,  to  the  prin-  j 
ciples  of  public  law  and  of  natural  justice  upon  | 
which  I  have  founded  my  protest  against  the  as-  i 
sumed  power  so  to  dispose  of  my  rights  of  property,  \ 
if,  indeed,  contrary  to  my  best  hopes  and  expecta-  ; 
tions,  any  such  power  was  ever  to  be  exerted  in 
the  case.  , 

All  debts,  both  public  and  private,  are  univer-  | 
sally  held,  among  civilized  nations,  as  a  species  of  '• 
property  more  sacred  and  inviolable  than  any  other. 
This  principle  seems  to  have  been  peculiarly  ac-  ; 
ceptable  to  the  moral  sense  of  the  people  ot  the 
United  States.  The  constitution,  whilst  it  leaves 
to  the  several  States  the  discretionary  rights  of 
sovereignty  over  the  ordinary  property  of  their 
citizens,  expressly  prohibits  them  from  making 
any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  coin  a  tender  in  pay- 
ment of  debts,  and  from  passing  any  law  impair- 
ing the  obligation  of  contracts — a  clause  which, 
in  its  established  construction  and  practical  effect, 
has  been  held  to  annul  all  State  laws  professing, 
under  any  pretext,  to  discharge  debtors  from  the 
obligation  of  their  debts.  By  the  treaty  of  1794 
with  England,  all  debts,  both  public  and  private, 
are  to  be  held  absolutely  inviolate  in  case  of  war 
between  the  two  nations,  while  every  other  species 
of  property  is  left  exposed  to  belligerent  confisca- 
tion and  reprisals.  That  clause  of  the  treaty  is 
further  remarkable  for  its  clear  and  emphatic 
enunciation  of  the  abstract  principles  of  national 
morality  and  good  faith  upon  which  the  stipula- 
tion is  founded.  Since  the  benign  and  prevailin*' 
influence  of  these  principles  has  been  able  to  relax 
the  iron  grasp  of  war,  I  cannot  doubt  their  sover- 
eign efficacy  in  that  temperate  state  of  the  body 
politic  when  its  pas.sions  or  necessities  claim  no 
prescriptive  charter  to  consecrate  force  and  ven- 
geance on  the  altars  of  justice  and  mercy.  With 
respect  to  private  property  in  general,  the  power 
of  the  sovereign  to  cede  or  dispose  of  it  without 
the  consent  of  the  owner  has  been  held  to  result 
from  the  various  modifications  of  that  high  pre- 
rogsUive  of  majesty  supposed  to  be  vested  in  abso- 


lute princes,  and  by  some  jurists  and  writers  on 
public  law  styled  the  eminmt  domain;  by  virtue  of 
which,  in  its  pure,  unmodified  state,  all  property  is 
theoretically  supposed  to  be  enjoyed  by  tne  citi- 
zens under  the  tacit  condition  oi  being  resumed 
by  the  sovereign  when  the  necessities  or  the  safety 
of  the  State  shall  require  it.  It  is  agreed,  how- 
ever, by  all  the  most  approved  expounders  of  the 
laws  01  nature  and  nations,  that  this  right  of  ced- 
ing private  property,  in  virtue  of  the  eminent  do- 
main, is  restrained  within  certain  rules,  founded 
in  natural  justice,  which  cannot  be  transgressed 
by  any  State  that  is  civilized  and  governed  by 
laws,  no  matter  how  absolute  the  form  of  govern- 
ment in  other  respects.  In  the  first  place,  it  is 
lawful  only  upon  occa.^^ioos  of  the  highest  State 
necessity  and  for  the  public  safety;  and,  in  that 
case,  full  compensation  must  be  made  to  the 
owner;  for  which  purpose,  if  the  ordinary  rev- 
enue of  the  State  be  inadequate,  the  deficiency 
must  be  made  up  by  contributions  from  all  the 
citizens.  The  power  to  cancel  debts,  under  any 
circumstances,  is  treated  as  one  of  the  most  ques- 
tionable and  pernicious  results  of  the  eminent  do- 
main, and,  01  course,  cannot  be  justified  by  any 
inferior  necessity  than  what  is  requisite  to  give 
validity  to  cessions  of  other  property.  It  is  no 
ordinary  conjuncture,  no  inducement  of  mere  ex- 
pediency or  convenience,  no  bar^ining  or  com- 
promising for  the  settlement  of  disputed  limits  or 
of  indemnities  for  injuries;  it  is  nothing,  in  short, 
but  an  imperious  political  necessity  and  an  indis- 
pensjible  regard  to  the  common  safety  that  can 
justify  even  an  absolute  prince  in  bartering  away, 
by  a  treaty  of  cession,  the  private  property  of  the 
citizen,  and  then  only  upon  the  condition  of  mak- 
ing full  compensation.  Indeed,  no  treaty  can  well 
be  brought  within  these  rules  but  a  treaty  of  peace 
for  the  conclusion  of  some  destructive  war  menac- 
ing extreme  danger  to  the  State,  and  for  the  termi- 
nation of  which  cessions  of  private  property  had, 
in  some  way,  become  necessary.  If,  by  the  com- 
mon consent  of  mankind,  an  absolute  monarch 
cannot  transgress  these  wholesome  regulations  of 
the  eminent  domain  without  the  stigma  of  a  law- 
less violator  of  public  faith,  far  less  admissible 
would  be  the  supposition  that  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  could  ever  have  aimed  at  any 
more  unlimited  prerogative.  Indeed,  so  little  do 
the  assumed  privileges  of  this  eminent  domain 
accord  with  the  theory  of  our  Government,  and 
the  known  and  defined  origin  and  limits  of  its 
powers,  as  to  have  raised  no  inconsiderable  doubt 
of  the  expediency  of  that  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution which  forbids  the  taking  of  private  prop- 
erty for  public  use  without  just  compensation, 
apprehending  that  it  was  calculated  to  extend,  by 
implication,  rather  than  to  limit  the  specific  pow- 
ers of  the  General  Government ;  since,  without 
the  aid  of  such  implication,  the  power  to  take  pri- 
vate property  for  public  use,  upon  any  terms, 
might  not  have  been  inferred.  However  that  be, 
it  is  certain  that  the  practice  of  the  Government 
has  strictly  and  invariably  conformed  (unless  this 
treaty  shall  so  be  interpreted  and  executed  as  to 
establish  a  solitary  exception)  to  that  great  princi- 


ple of  universal  ethics  and  public  law  so  distinctly 
recognised  and  imperatively  enjoined  by  the  Con- 
stitution ;  for,  upon  all  the  occasions  when  the 
prerogative  of  taking  private  property  for  public 
use  has  been  exerted,  (and  it  has  been  exerted  only 
in  cases  of  the  highest  necessity,  and  for  the  public 
safety,)  full  compensation  has  invariably  been 
made  to  the  citizen.  Witness  the  numerous  in- 
stances of  the  last  war — a  war  of  invasion  and 
devastation — in  which  it  became  necessary,  occa- 
sionally, to  take  military  occupation  of  private 
houses,  which  caused  their  destruction  ;  or  to  burn 
bridges,  and  otherwise  use  or  destroy  private  prop- 
erty, for  the  advancement  of  military  operations: 
in  every  case  the  proprietor  has  been  compensated 
to  the  full  value  of  the  property  lost.* 

I  need  not  institute  any  comparison  between 
that  sort  of  necessity  contemplated  by  the  great 
expounders  of  public  law,  when  they  undertake  to 
define  the  rightful  limits  of  the  eminent  domain, 
and  that  necessity  created  by  the  motives  of  profit 
or  convenience,  which  operated  in  the  present  in- 
stance ;  nor  any  inquiry  into  the  authority  of  the 
Grovernment  of  the  United  States,  by  mere  dint  of 
power,  to  release  a  claim  under  the  circumstances 
of  mine,  namely,  a  debt  due  from  a  foreig:n  State, 
upon  a  contract  not  made  within  the  jurisdiction 
nor  under  the  legal  sanctions  of  the  United  States, 
of  which  they  had  no  privity  or  control  but  what 
may  have  resulted  from  the  mere  circumstance  of 
the  creditor's  being  a  citizen,  sojourning  and  car- 
rying on  trade  in  foreign  parts.  All  tnat  can  be 
required  to  make  out  my  case  is  this  brief  and 
simplf  state  of  it:  my  property,  to  the  value  of 
near  half  a  million,  is  taken  to  pay  for  the  Flor- 
idas.  Then,  upon  any  principle  of  public  law,  or 
of  a  constitutional  bill  of  rights,  what  is  there  to 
cast  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  over  my  claim  to  be 
compensated  and  reimbursed  that  instant  the  ces- 
sion of  the  Floridas  is  consummated  1 

The  history  of  the  negotiation,  through  all  the 
stages  of  its  progress,  whereof  any  monuments  are 
extant,  infers  an  intent  entirely  conformable  to  the 
legal  and  moral  obligations  (such  as  I  have  en- 
deavored to  expound  them)  of  the  high  con- 
tracting parties.  Upon  the  great  question  of  ad- 
justing the  equivalents  for  the  long  desired,  anx- 
iously expected,  and  all-important  cession  of  the 
Floridas,  it  has  already  been  shown  how  material 
a  term  in  the  calculations  of  the  parties,  and  how 
much  discussed,  was  that  of  exonerating  Spain 
from  her  debt  to  me  :  being  first  demanded  by  Mr. 
Onis,  as  appears  by  his  proclocol ;  at  first  refused 
by  Mr.  Adams,  as  appears  by  his  counter-projet ; 
still  insisted  on  by  Mr.  Onis ;  at  length  conceded 
by  Mr.  Adams ;  and,  accordingly,  the  fifth  renun- 
ciation, framed  purposely  to  embrace  that  specific 
object,  was  admitted  in  the  treaty.  There  is  one 
other  circumstance,  however,  of  itself,  conclusive 
to  expound  the  genuine  intent  of  the  parties  at  that 
stageof  the  transaction.  It  is  this:  in  the  counter- 
projet  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  gross  sum  of  $5,000,000 


*  For  the  role  of  indemnity  to  individuals  for  IoM«a 
by  war,  vide  Grot.  Dc  Jure  Bel.  et  Pa.  3,  iO,  §  8; 
Puf.  8,  6,  §7  ;  Vat.  3,  16,  §  232. 


is  designated  for  the  aggregate  satisfaction  of  all 
the  claims  proposed  to  be  renounced  by  that  instru- 
ment ;  which,  be  it  remembered,  did  not  include 
mine,  or  any  of  the  like  description  ;  yet,  after  the 
fifth  renunciation  (including  my  claim,  and  every 
other  of  the  like  description,  and  enhancing  by 
so  much  the  price  of  the  cession,  comes  to  be  in- 
serted) nothing  more  is  appropriated  by  the  treaty 
for  private  indemnities  than  the  same  identical 
§5,000,000.  Thus  the  sum  of  compensation  re- 
mains precisely  the  same ;  whilst  the  sum  of  claims 
to  be  compensated  is  so  materially  increased,  by 
the  addition  of  this  entirely  new  description  of 
claims  to  the  list  of  renunciations.  This  fact  alone 
imperatively  demands  the  hypothesis  of  an  implicit 
understanding  between  the  parties  that  the  satisfac- 
tion of  my  claim  was  to  be  substantively  provided 
for,  apart  from  the  others  renounced  by  the  treaty  j 
otherwise,  we  have  a  paradox  equally  perplexing 
to  the  casuist,  the  arithmetician,  and  the  jurist ; 
namely,  that  the  price  to  be  received  by  the  vender 
may  be  increased  ad  inJinUiim,  without  adding  any 
thing  to  the  price  to  be  paid  by  the  vendee. 

If  the  report  said  to  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Onis 
to  his  Government,  corroborated  as  it  is  by  so 
many  circumstances,  should  encounter  no  emphatic 
contradiction  from  any  quarter  which  we  are  Dound 
to  consider  as  more  authentic,  it  must  be  taken  as 
a  concession  that  the  debt  was  to  be  fully  and  ab- 
solutely assumed  by  the  United  States :  and  so  the 
case  becomes  clear  and  intelligible,  and  the  whole 
proceeding  fair  and  just.  Nothing  then  remains 
but  to  clear  it  from  all  ambiguity,  by  distinct  re- 
cognitions in  the  act  of  ratification,  and  in  the  ap- 
propriations for  carrying  the  treaty  into  eflfect. 

But,  suppose  it  turn  out  that  no  verbal  or  im- 
plicit arrangement  or  understanding,  supplemen- 
tal to  the  letter  of  the  treaty,  can  be  admitted ; 
still  there  is  no  essential  difference  in  the  right  of 
the  case ;  for  it  is  clear  the  debt  is  embraced  by 
the  sweeping  terms  of  the  fifth  renunciation,  and 
was  intended  to  be  so :  then  the  United  States 
have  stipulated  absolutely  to  cancel  the  debt  and 
exonerate  Spain,  and  must,  at  all  events,  perform 
that  stipulation.  How  is  it  to  be  performed  ? 
Why,  there  is  but  one  just  and  rightful  way, 
which  is,  simply,  to  pay  the  debt.  It  signifies 
nothing  to  say  the  treaty  designates  the  mode  and 
the  extent  in  which  the  debt  shall  be  compensated, 
and  binds  the  United  States  to  nothing  more;  be- 
cause, I  answer  conclusively,  first,  the  act  is  yet 
in  fieri  ;  and  the  precise  question  is,  how  shall  it 
be  consummated  ?  Whether  in  conformity,  or  in 
direct  opposition  to  principles  consecrated  by  pub- 
lic law,  by  the  Constitution,  and  by  the  faith  of 
nations;  and,  secondly,  when  consummated,  it  is 
res  inter  alias  acta  ;  it  concludes  the  high  contract- 
ing parties  as  to  all  that  it  stipulates  for  the  bene- 
fit of  either ;  but  as  to  any  stipulation  volunteered 
for  or  against  him  who  was  neither  party  nor 
privy,  and  whose  particular  claim  was  not  neces- 
sarily involved  or  committed  in  the  negotiation,  it 
concludes  not  him ;  he  is  perfectly  free  to  accept 
it,  if  it  be  for  his  benefit,  or  to  renounce  it,  if  it 
be  otherwise.  I  maintain  that  Spain  cannot  be 
exonerated ;  the  debt  cannot  be  cancelled  until  it 


:! 


1487 


APPENDIX. 


1488 


1489 


APPENDIX. 


1490 


Spain — Richard  W.  Meade. 


Remonstrance  against  an  increase  of  Duties  on  Imports. 


i^ 


is  paid,  either  by  Spain  herself,  or  by  some  guar- 
antee for  her.     Until  then,  it  subsists,  rf«  jnre^  in 
■as  full  force  after  as  before  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  ;  and  unless  it  be  distinctly  pronounced  by 
the  terms  of  the  ratification  that  the  United  States 
are  to  be  made  the  guarantee,  I  shall  not  cease  to 
urge  Spain  for  payment,  by  all  the  sacred  and  in- 
violable ties  of  national  faith  and  honor,  and  to 
arail  myself  of  all  the  legal  remedies  that  her  tri- 
bunals are  competent  to  entertain.     Then,  would 
not  a  clear  right  result  to  Spain  to  come  upon 
the  United  States  for  indemnity,  under  the  stipu- 
lation which  obliges  them  to  cancel  the  debt  and 
exonerate  Spain  f    That  stipulation  is  not  made 
to  depend  upon  the  condition  of  my  accepting  this 
or  that  equivalent,    but  is  absolute;  and  if  the 
United  States  cannot  have  the  debt  cancelled,  and 
Spain  exonerated,  in  the  way  most  agreeable  to 
themselves,  it  is  their  business  to  devise  an  ade- 
quate mode ;  but,  at  all  events,  their  duty  to  exon- 
erate Spain.     So  long  as  the  obligation,  legal  or 
moral,  of  Spain,  is  permitted  to  continue  in  force, 
though  there  be  no  adequate  remedy  for  coercing 
her  to  payment,  still,  if  one  scintilla  Juris  be  left 
unextinguished,  she  cannot  be  said  to  be  exon- 
erated in  any  sense  of  the  term  ;  her  appeal  to  the 
yet  untarnisned  faith  of  the  United  Stales  could 
not   be  resisted.     Thus,   the  United    States,   by 
taking  the  direct  course  of  paying  the  debt  to  me, 
do  nothing  more  than  strictly  fulfil  a  clear  and 
unconditional  stipulation  with  Spain.     In  noother 
way  can  it  be  fulfilled;  and  no  better  can  be  de- 
sired.    The  only  alternative  is  an  arbitrary  inva- 
sion of  private  right,  and  a  very  ambiguous  impli- 
cation of  the  faith  of  treaties. 

I  would  also  submit,  with  great  deference,  that 
the  circumstances  of  this  transaction  have  given 
me  a  strong  claim  to  the  equitable  consideration 
of  the  Government.  In  the  purchase  of  the  Flori- 
das,  my  property  has  been  freely  used,  and  every 
advantage  has  been  derived  from  it,  just  as  if  it 
had  been  committed  to  the  negotiation  by  the  most 
valid  assignment.  Now,  whether  the  stipulation 
to  cancel  the  debt  and  exonerate  Spain  be  effec- 
tual or  not,  yet,  in  fact,  that  stipulation  has  sup- 
plied to  Spain  an  apology,  a  pretext,  and  a  color 
of  right,  to  deny  or  evade  the  payment  of  a  debt, 
otherwise  acknowledged  under  circumstances  of 
such  persuasive  and  cogent  equity  as  to  have  made 
the  prompt  payment  of  it  necessary  and  inevita- 
ble. I  need  not  remark  how  notorious  it  is  that, 
with  sovereigns,  who  are  amenable  only  to  the 
vitima  ratio,  an  apology,  a  pretext,  or  a  color  of 
right,  is  too  often  equivalent  to  a  legal  defence  or 
plea  in  bar  in  disputes  between  private  persoub 
amenable  to  the  ordinary  process  of  law.  I  can 
truly  say  that,  under  my  present  circumstances, 
with  all  my  means  and  resources  absorbed  and 
bound  up  in  this  large  debt,  the  delay  is  little  less 
than  the  denial  of  justice. 

In  every  possible  view  that  can  be  taken  of  the 
case,  as  regards  the  question  either  of  strict  right 
or  of  equitable  discretion,  I  humbly  submit  whe- 
ther it  be  not  obviously  just  and  expedient  for  the 
Senate  to  annex  to  the  ratification  oi  the  treaty,  by 
way  of  rider,  a  distinct  recognition  of  my  claim, 


so  that  it  may  be  specifically  provided  for  amongst 
the  appropriations  necessary  to  carry  the  treaty  into 
effect.  But  if,  for  any  reason,  it  be  decided  that 
the  debt  shall  not  be  assumed  by  the  United  States, 
then  I  think  there  is  one  act  of  justice  I  may  bold- 
ly presume  to  ask,  without  fear  or  hesitation  ;  and 
tnat  is,  to  have  the  fifth  renunciation  distinctly 
excepted  from  the  ratification,  and  expunged  from 
the  treaty,  or,  at  least,  to  have  mv  claim  excepted 
from  it  by  name.  I  shall  then  be  left  free  to  prose- 
cute it  where  it  is  unquestionably  due,  unembar- 
rassed with  the  imposing  renunciation  of  my 
country.  I  have  the  most  assured  confidence  that 
Spain,  when  her  moral  sense  and  good  faith  are 
no  longer  perplexed  by  the  salvo  of  that  renuncia- 
tion, cannot  resist  one  moment  my  instances  for 
an  immediate  liquidation  of  the  debt.  In  all  events, 
it  is  my  clear  and  decided  election  to  abide  the  is- 
sue of  an  appeal  to  the  moral  sense  and  good  faith 
of  that  nation,  rather  than  the  chances  of  that 
contingent  and  long-deferred  indemnity  provided 
for  the  other  claims,  into  whose  company  mine 
has  been  introduced  by  the  treaty,  though  intro- 
duced as  casual  acquaintances  merely,  and  not,  I 
hope,  with  any  view  to  force  them  into  a  loathed 
and  unnatural  union. 

For  the  freedom,  and  probably  the  superfluous 
elaboration,  with  which  I  have  thus  claimed  your 
attention  to  the  facts  and  the  principles  upon 
which  my  rights  are  asserted,  I  have  no  apology 
but  my  deep  interest  in  the  consequences  of  tne 
public  act  about  to  become  the  subject  of  execu- 
tive and  legislative  deliberation.  Indeed,  if  an 
individual  interest  were  at  stake,  of  far  less  import 
than  the  fruits  of  a  life  of  honest  enterprise  and 
active  exertion,  in  the  preservation  of  which  the 
inestimable  blessings  of  personal  independence 
and  the  comfortable  existence  of  a  large  family 
are  involved,  I  should  do  injustice  equally  to  the 
spirit  of  our  institutions  and  the  character  of  the 
Government,  if  I  thought  it  necessary  to  deprecate 
censure  or  offence  for  a  respectful  and  well-founded 
remonstrance  against  the  effect  of  any  public  act, 
consummate  or  intended,  upon  my  private  rights. 
The  implicit  confidence,  so  absolutely  due  to  the 
Government  collectively,  would  be  most  unjustly 
withheld,  sir,  from  any  department  of  it  under 
your  exclusive  administration.  I  therefore  repose 
myself  with  an  unlimited  trust  in  the  habitual 
equity  of  your  mind,  when  I  defer  to  your  judg- 
ment and  discretion  that  disposition  of  this  memo- 
rial which  may  give  me  the  benefit  of  the  facts 
and  reasons  it  advances,  wherever  the  authority 
resides  to  administer  the  proper  remedy. 

With  the  profoundest  sentiments  of  respect,  I 
remain  your  much  obliged  and  grateful  fellow- 
citizen. 

RICHARD  W.  MEADE. 

To  the  President  of  the  U.  States. 

NOTES. 

"  Every  thing  in  the  political  society  ought  to  tend 
to  the  good  of  the  community ;  and  if  even  the  citi- 
zen'a  person  is  subject  to  thia  rule,  bis  fortune  cannot 
be  excepted.  The  State  cannot  subsist,  or  constantly 
administer   public    affairs  in   the    moat  advantageoaa 


manner,  if  it  has  not  the  power  of  disposing,  on  occa- 
sion, of  all  kinds  of  goods  subject  to  its  authority.  It 
may  even  be  presumed  that,  when  the  nation  takes 
possession  of  a  country,  the  property  of  certain  things 
is  only  allowed  to  individuals,  with  this  reserve.  The 
right  which  belonged  to  the  society,  or  to  the  sovereign, 
of  disposing,  in  case  of  necessity,  and  for  the  public 
safety,  of  all  the  wealth  contained  in  the  State,  is 
called  the  *' eminent  domain."  It  is  evident  that  this 
right  is,  in  certain  cases,  necessary  to  him  who  gov- 
erns; and,  consequently,  is  a  part  of  the  empire,  or 
sovereign  power,  and  ought  to  be  placed  in  the  num- 
ber of  the  prerogatives  of  majesty.  When,  therefore, 
the  people  submit  the  empire  to  any  one,  they  at  the 
same  time  yield  to  him  the  eminent  domain — at  least, 
if  it  is  not  expressly  reserved.  Every  Prince  who  is 
truly  a  sovereign  is  invested  with  this  right,  in  the 
same  manner  that  his  authority  is  limited  in  other 
respects. 

"If  the  nation  disposes  of  the  public  property,  in 
virtue  of  his  eminent  domain,  the  alienation  is  valid, 
ice. 

"  When  he  disposes,  in  like  manner,  in  a  case  of 
necessity,  of  the  possessions  of  a  community,  or  of  an 
individual,  the  alienation  will  be  valid  for  the  same 
reason.  But  justice  demands  that  this  community,  or 
this  individual,  be  recompensed  out  of  the  public 
money ;  and,  if  the  treasury  is  not  able  to  pay  it,  all 
the  citizens  are  obliged  to  contribute  to  it,"  &c. —  Vat. 
b.  1,  eh.  20,  tec.  244. 

"  The  necessity  of  making  a  peace  authorizes  the 
sovereign  to  dispose  of  things  even  belonging  to  pri- 
vate persons;  and  the  eminent  domain  gives  him  this 
right.  In  some  degree,  by  virtue  of  the  power  which 
he  has  over  all  his  subjects,  he  may  dispose  of  their 
persons.  But  these  cessions  being  made  for  the  com- 
mon advantage,  the  State  is  to  indemnify  the  citizens 
who  are  sufferers  by  them." — Vat.  b.  4,  ch.  2,  sec.  18. 

"  The  promises,  the  conventions,  all  the  private 
contracts  of  the  sovereign,  are  naturally  subject  to  the 
same  rules  as  those  of  private  persons.  If  there  arise 
any  difficulty,  it  is  equally  conformable  to  prudence, 
to  the  delicacy  of  a  sentiment  that  ought  to  be  parti- 
cularly conspicuous  in  a  sovereign,  and  to  the  love  of 
justice,  to  cause  it  to  be  decided  by  the  tribunals  of  the 
State.  This  is  the  practice  of  alt  the  States  that  are 
civilized  and  governed  by  laws." 

The  author  next  treats  of  the  conventions  and  con- 
tracts made  bj  the  sovereign,  in  his  quality  of  sover- 
eign, and  in  the  name  of  the  State,  with  private  per- 
sons, either  subjects  or  foreigners,  and  of  the  manner 
of  deciding  controversies  arising  from  such  contracts  ; 
and  he  then  proceeds  as  follows  : 

"  Authors  add  that  the  sovereign  may  cancel  these 
contracts  if  he  finds  they  are  contrary  to  the  public 
welfare.  He  may  doubtless  do  it,  though  not  from 
any  reason  taken  from  the  particular  nature  of  these 
contracts,  but  either  from  the  same  reason  that  ren- 
ders even  a  public  treaty  invalid  when  it  is  fatal  to  the 
Slate  and  contrary  to  the  public  safety,  or  in  virtue  of 
the  eminent  domain,  which  gives  the  sovereign  a  right 
to  dispose  of  the  property  of  the  citizens  with  a  view 
to  the  common  safety.  We  speak  here  of  an  abso- 
lute sovereign." 

"  The  conductor  of  the  nation  may  have  his  private 
affairs,  and  his  particular  debts ;  these  kinds  of  debts 
he  it  obliged  to  pay  out  of  hia  own  private  fortune. 
What  he  borrows  for  the  service  of  the  State,  the  debts 
contracted  in  the  administration  of  pubhc  affairs,  are 


contracu  of  strict  right,  obligatory  upon  the  State  and 
the  whole  nation.  Nothing  can  dispense  with  the 
discharging  of  these  debts.  As  soon  as  they  have  been 
contracted  by  a  lawful  power,  the  right  of  the  creditor 
is  not  to  be  shaken,"  &.c.—  Vat.  b.  2,  ch.  H,  sec.  213, 
214.216. 

For  a  further  development  and  various  illustrations 
of  the  doctrine,  vide  Grot.  De  Ju.  Bel.  et  Pa.  1,  1. 
sec.  6.  Id.  2,  14,  sec.  7.  Id.  3,  8,  sec.  4,  (3.)  Id.  3, 
20,  sects.  7,  8,  16.  Puf.  8,  3,  sec.  23,  n.  ( U.)  Id.  5, 
sec.  7.  Id.  6,  sects.  19,  20.  Id.  8,  sec.  3.  Id.  10, 
sec.  7.  Id.  12,  sec.  2.  Hub.  De  Ju.  Civ.  1,  3,  6,  44. 
Bynk.  Q.  J.  P.  2,  15,  p.  290.  Tumbull's  Heinec.  2, 
R,  sects.  116-170.     Burl.  3,  5,  sects.  25-29. 


REMONSTRANCE  AGAINST    AN  INCREASE 
OF  DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  Nov.  21,  1820.] 

At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Petersburg,  Va., 
convened  at  the  court-house,  Friday,  17th  No- 
vember, 1820,  to  receive  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  prepare  a  memorial  to  Con- 
gress in  opposition  to  the  tariff  bill,  Thomas 
Wallace,  Mayor,  was  appointed  chairman,  and 
John  F.  May,  secretary. 

The  committee  presented  the  following  memo- 
rial, which  was  read  and  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Resolved.  That  one  copy  be  transmitted  to  James 
Barbour  and  James  Pleasants,  Senators  from  this 
State,  and  one  to  Doctor  James  Jones,  the  Rep- 
resentative from  this  district  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States. 

The  'inemorial  of  the  vierchants  and  other  inhabitants 
of  PetershwT'j,  Va.,  respectfully  showeth  : 

That  your  memorialists  are  deeply  impressed 
with  the  ruinous  tendency  of  the  restrictive  system 
of  commerce  advocated  by  an  association  styling 
themselves  the  friends  of  national  industry,  and 
fully  convinced  that  the  tariff  bill,  presented  at 
their  suggestion,  during  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, and  intended  to  be  again  brought  forward  at 
the  present  session,  if  passed,  will  prove  highly 
detrimental  to  the  commercial  and  agricultural 
interests  of  the  nation  and  to  our  revenue,  already 
reduced  to  comparative  insignificance  by  the  op- 
eration of  the  same  system,  whilst  no  advantages 
can  be  expected  to  result  from  the  bill,  in  any  de- 
gree counterbalancing  the  inevitable  evils  of  the 
measure. 

We  believe  that  the  prosperity  and  indepen- 
dence of  nations,  as  of  individuals,  are  essentially 
connected  with  an  unrestricted  state  of  commerce, 
securing  to  each  the  liberty  of  selling  in  the  dear- 
est market  the  produce  of  his  industry,  and  buying 
in  the  cheapest  such  articles  as  his  necessities  de- 
mand. 

National  prosperity  and  national  independence 
we  consider  as  nothing  but  the  aggregate  of  in- 
dividual prosperity  and  independence.  If  individ- 
uals, restricted  to  a  particular  market  for  the  sale 
of  their  produce  and  purchase  of  necessaries, 
would  feel  their  prosperity  and  independence 
abridged,  we  caimot  conceive  how  nations,  where 


fa 


1491 


APPENDIX. 


1492 


'f- 


¥    i 


'{ 


Remonttrance  ogainH  an  increcue  of  Duties  on  Imports. 


erery  indiyidual  is  restricted  on  the  same  points, 
should  believe  their  independence  and  prosperity 
promoted  by  those  very  restrictions. 

The  idea  of  forcing  a  people  to  manufacture 
among  themselves  articles  which  they  can  pur- 
chase abroad  at  a  much  lower  price  than  they  can 
produce  them  at  home,  we  conceive  to  be  equally 
repugnant  to  justice,  to  policy,  and  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  Constitution.  Such  a  scheme  can 
be  carried  into  effect  only  by  taxinfif  the  many  for 
the  emolument  of  the  few;  by  forcing  multitudes 
from  the  occupations  to  which  they  have  been 
bred,  and  in  which  they  have  thriven,  to  expend 
iheir  labor  and  risk  their  capitals  in  projects  where 
they  have  neither  knowledge  nor  experience  to 
guide  them.  The  powers  necessary  to  execute 
such  measures  we  consider  as  too  despotic  to  have 
been  delegated  by  the  American  people  to  their 
Government,  and  such  as  we  cannot  suspect  our 
representatives  of  wishing  to  assume,  by  the  in- 
strumentality of  inference  or  construction. 

The  doctrine  inculcated  by  the  friends  of  the 
prohibitory  system,  that  a  nation,  to  accumulate 
wealth  by  commerce,  must  import  less  than  it  ex- 
ports, is  certainly  erroneous.  Capital  exchanged 
for  a  more  valuable  consideration  is  not  lost ;  that 
the  importer  gains,  we  must  presume,  since  he  de- 
sires the  exchange ;  that  the  consumer  gains, 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  so  long  as  he  can  procure 
necessaries  at  less  expense  from  the  importing 
merchant  than  from  the  home  manufacturer.  A 
few  great  capitalists  only  are  disappointed.  On 
the  whole,  it  appears  to  us  that  the  product  of  our 
exports  cannot  in  any  way  be  so  profitably  invested 
as  in  the  form  of  imports. 

The  advantages  of  a  free  trade  are  fully  demon- 
strated in  the  commercial  history  of  the  nations 
of  Europe,  from  the  unexampled  prosperity  of  the 
Hanse  Towns,  under  the  influence  of  an  unre- 
stricted system  of  commerce,  to  the  commercial 
ruin  of  Great  Britain,  under  the  most  complete 
prohibitory  system  that  has  ever  been  devised. 

In  the  history  of  this  latter  nation,  we  learn, 
too,  that  manufactures  cannot  be  always  forced  ; 
for,  with  all  her  industry,  perseverance,  and  in- 
genuity, there  are  certain  manufactures  she  has 
not  been  able  to  force  to  sufficient  perfection  to 
support  themselves.  We  learn,  also,  that  those 
branches  of  commerce,  fisheries,  &c.,  with  which 
her  Legislature  has  interfered  the  most,  have  gen- 
erally been  unproductive,  and  that  nearly  in  the 
proportion  of  the  fostering  care  extended  to  them ; 
and  we  learn  a  still  more  instructive  lesson,  that 
a  nation  may  become  so  deeply  involved  in  the 
protective  system,  as  to  be  unable  to  extricate  her- 
self, though  aware  of  the  ruin  to  which  it  leads. 

The  obvious  tendency  of  this  system  is  to  de- 
stroy foreign  commerce,  by  prohibiting  our  mer- 
chants from  importing  the  products  of  other 
countries  in  return  for  the  exports  of  ours;  thus 
provoking  them  to  retaliate  on  us  as  they  have 
already  done  on  Great  Britain,  by  refusing  to  re- 
ceive our  produce  except  on  such  terms  as  we 
WMBdt  afford  to  export  it.  With  the  destruction 
of'fcftign  commerce,  we  expect  not  only  the  ruin 
o^^ifc^  immediately  engaged  in  imports  and  ex- 


ports, in  the  carrying  trade,  ship  building,  &c., 
but  of  almost  every  individual  directly  or  indi- 
rectly concerned  in  commercial  affairs.  Nor  can 
the  fate  of  the  agricultural  interest  be  long  pro- 
tracted under  the  operation  of  such  a  system. 
Loaded  with  heavy  internal  taxes,  imposed  to 
supply  the  defect  ot  the  revenue  formerly  drawn 
from  foreign  commerce;  compelled  to  pay  double 
or  treble  prices  for  every  necessaiy  they  purchase; 
excluded  from  a  market  for  the  produce  of  their 
own  labor,  the  landholders  must  sink  into  poverty 
and  insignificance.  Our  seamen,  for  want  of  em- 
ployment at  home,  must  emigrate  to  commercial 
countries,  or  resort  to  smuggling  and  piracy  for 
support;  our  navy  rot  in  our  docks;  our  fisheries 
and  coasting  trade  be  left  to  the  mercy  of  every 
invader. 

How  incapable  a  nation  without  foreign  com- 
merce is  of  protecting  her  coasting  trade,  China, 
the  most  populous  country  under  the  sun,  taxed  or 
plundered  by  every  piratical  islander  on  her  coast, 
affords  an  impressive  example. 

Those  who  expect  a  home  market  from  the  es- 
tablishment of  manufactures  can  neither  have  cal- 
culated how  many  manufacturers  one  agriculturist 
can  feed,  nor  how  immense  an  addition  to  the 
products  of  our  soil  and  the  number  of  its  culti- 
vators half  a  century  of  unrestricted  agricultural 
enterprise  will  make,  bv  clearing  the  rich  and 
extensive  forests  of  our  back  country,  now  lying 
useless. 

The  evils  of  the  prohibitory  system  are  obvious, 
I  universal,  and  highly  oppressive;  its  advantages 
1  limited  to  a  few  great  capitalists ;  the  ostensible 
,  reason  for  its  introduction  wholly  unfounded,  for 
our  manufactures  are  already  most  amply  pro- 
tected; an  average  duty  of  about  twenty-five  per 
I  cent,   on  imports  already  exists   in   their  favor. 
I  Freight,  insurance,  double  commission,  storage, 
,  and  sundry  other  charges  incident  to  shipping  and 
!  transporting  foreign  manufactures  to  this  country, 
operate  as  a  further  bounty  of  at  least  fifteen  per 
cent.     The  British  artisan,  the  most  formidable 
I  rival  in  every  market,  is  taxed  to  the  amount  of 
one-third  of  the  whole  produce  of  his  labor ;  this, 
too,  operates  as  a  bounty  of  thirty-three  and  a 
third  per  cent,  in  favor  of  the  American   com- 
petitor.    If  we  add  to  this  the  increased  value  of 
money  in  this  country,  we  may  confidently  assert 
that  the  advantages  in  favor  of  the  American 
manufacturer  amount  to  upwards  of  one  hundred 
per  cent. 

When  we  find  that  the  protective  system,  car- 
ried to  this  enormous  extent,  instead  of  producing 
a  commensurate  energy  on  the  part  of  our  manu- 
facturers, has  produced  only  louder  cries  for  still 
more  inordinate  concessions,  it  is  time  for  us  to 
pause  and  consider  whether  the  revenue  wasted 
on  this  unthrifty  scheme  could  not  have  been  ex- 
pended on  something  more  productive. 

With  this  view  of  the  subject,  your  memorial- 
ists respectfully  solicit  your  honorable  Houses, 
that,  instead  ot  embracing  the  ruinous  system  re- 
commended in  the  tariff  bill  presented  at  your  last 
session,  you  may  adopt  such  measures  as  your 
wisdom  may  suggest  for  disembarrassing  our  trade 
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from  all  restraints  incompatible  with  the  increase 
of  our  revenue,  and  the  promotion  of  commercial  , 
and  agricultural  enterprise. 

THOS.  WALLACE,  CAatmaw.      I 
J.  F.  May,  Secretary. 


MEMORIAL  FROM  MAINE. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  the  honorable  the  Hotue 

of  RepresentfUive^  of  the  Unued  Stales  of  Amtrua 

in  Congress  ansevibled : 

The  memorial  of  the  delegates  from  the  com- 
mercial and  agricultural  sections  of  the  State  of 
Maine,  met  in  convention  at  Portland,  in  behalf 
of  the  great  interests  of  this  portion  of  the  Union, 
beg  leave  respectfully  to  make  known  to  your  hon- 
orable body  their  views  and  sentiments  in  relation 
to  the  propositions  made  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  and  which,  it  is  understood,  will  be  re- 
newed at  the  approaching  session,  in  relation  to 
the  national  revenue. 

Maine  is  more  deeply  interested,  in  proportion 
to  its  population,  in  the  commercial  prosperity  of 
the  Union,  than  any  other  of  the  States.  Its  ton- 
nage has  been  proportionally  greater,  and  its  fa- 
cilities for  navigation,  its  rivers,  bays,  and  har- 
bors, its  opportunities  for  carrying  on  the  fisheries, 
its  immense  forests  of  exportable  lumber  and  ship 
timber,  are  unequalled.  A  vast  portion  of  the 
population  are  devoted  and  habituated  to  com- 
merce, to  navigation,  and  the  fisheries.  Maine  is, 
at  the  same  lime,  calculated  to  become  an  agri- 
cultural Stale,  and  will  be  the  first  grazing  coun- 
try in  America. 

Under  these  circumstances,  your  memorialists 
cannot  but  feel  the  deepest  solicitude  for  the  pros- 
perity of  the  commerce  of  the  country.  They  be 
Iieve,  at  the  same  lime,  that  the  vital  interests  of 
the  Union  depend  upon  it.  The  Federal  Govern- 
ment was  ushered  into  existence  with  almost  a 
single  eye  to  it.  The  revenue  is,  and  must  be, 
essentially  connected  with  it.  It  has,  heretofore, 
been  believed  that  experience  afforded  the  best 
school.  In  politics  it  has  been  pre-eminently  so; 
can  it  be  said  to  have  failed  us  in  regard  to  the 
commerce  of  the  United  Slates? 

If  we  turn  our  eye  to  the  period  anterior  to  the 
commencement  of  the  Federal  Government,  and 
compare  ttie  situation  of  this  country  with  that  of 
any  period  since,  the  contrast  is  immen.se.  By 
what  other  means  than  imposts,  growing  out  of  a 
judicious  regulation  of  commerce,  could  we  have 
collected,  in  the  short  space  of  thirty  years,  three 
hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  revenue,  with  but 
little,  or  indeed,  comparatively,  with  no  distress 
to  the  people,  and  in  a  manner  scarcely  felt  or 
perceived  by  them?  What  distress,  perplexity, 
and  vexation,  would  have  attended  the  collection 
of  such  a  sum  by  direct  taxation  ? 

We  have  had  some  little  experience  of  the  ef- 
fects of  this  mode  of  raising  a  revenue.  It  is  what 
the  people  in  a  free  Government  will  not  endure, 
if  not  unavoidable. 

Your  memorialists  conceive  that  the  present  is 
not  the  lime  for  a  great  and  embarrassing  change 
in  relation  to  commerce.     Those  connected  with 


it  have  for  years  been  struggling  against  a  series 
of  untowara  events,  such  as  it  could  hardly  be 
believed  could  be  withstood.  The  restrictive  sys- 
tem fell  upon  them  with  great  force. 

The  war  succeeded,  and  very  nearly  accom- 
plished that  portion  of  their  ruin  which  had  not 
before  been  effected.  At  the  conclusion  of  peace, 
crippled  as  they  were,  their  only  alternative  was 
to  attempt  to  regain  their  hold  upon  commerce,  in 
competition  with  a  state  of  things  as  novel  as  it 
was  embarrassing.  They  found  all  the  world  also 
at  peace,  and  ready  and  determined,  in  a  commer- 
cial warfare,  to  dispute  every  inch  of  ground.  In 
this  contest  the  commercial  men  of  this  country 
have  been  ever  since  engaged.  It  is  impossible 
the  wisdom  of  Congress  should  not  have  discerned 
the  arduousness  of  this  struggle.  And  it  will  not 
escape  observation,  at  tlie  same  time,  that,  in  the 
five  years  which  it  has  progressed,  more  than  one 
hundred  millions  of  dollars  of  revenue  have  been 
derived  from  commerce  alone.  Your  memorialists 
are  fully  aware  that  the  community,  generally, 
have  felt  the  effects  of  the  distress  and  embarrass- 
ment to  which  the  mercantile  class  has  been  sub- 
jected. Whatever  affects  commerce  will  affect 
the  community. 

But  the  disease  is  necessarily  the  most  acute 
and  raging  in  the  part  where  it  first  commences. 
Other  pa  rts  of  the  system  will,  however,  ultimately 
feel  it  in  a  greater  or  less  degree.  Commerce  is 
the  great  pillar  in  the  temple  of  national  prosperi- 
ty ;  that  being  demolished,  the  superstructure  will 
follow. 

Even  the  present  rate  of  duties  upon  importation 
is  embarrassing  to  commerce  and  injurious  to  the 
revenue.  It  was  the  result  of  a  state  of  things 
which  had  been  induced  by  the  restrictive  system 
and  the  war.  During  that  period  manufactures 
had  experienceda  prematureand  unnatural  growth. 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  war  the  Government  was 
compelled  to  protect  them  by  the  imposition  of 
duties,  well  known  at  the  time  to  be  injurious  to 
the  revenue,  and  adding  to  the  already  appalling 
prospects  of  the  merchant.  The  duties  in  many 
instances  were  so  great  as  to  amount  to  an  exclu- 
sion of  the  article.  This  was  the  case  particularly 
with  coarse  India  cottons,  an  article  of  which  the 
poorer  classes  made  great  use  ;  and  the  imposition- 
IS,  in  effect,  a  tax  upon  them  for  the  benefit  of  the 
manufacturer  of  coarse  cottons.  The  tax  or  duty 
on  these  articles  amounts  to  an  average  of  one 
hundred  per  cent.,  thereby  doubling  the  price  of 
the  article  to  the  poor,  to  enable  the  manufacturer 
here  to  sell  at  a  similar  rate. 

There  are  duties  imposed  on  other  articles  to  an 
exorbitant  amount,  which  have  tended  to  depress 
the  commerce,  the  revenue,  and  the  agriculture  of 
the  country.  An  enormous  duty  has  been  imposed 
upon  spirits  of  all  kinds  and  upon  wines,  under 
the  idea  that  they  were  luxuries,  and  with  a  vain 
hope,  as  is  believed,  of  discouraging  intemperance. 
Under  the  idea  of  their  being  luxuries,  they  should 
be  taxed  to  the  utmost  they  would  bear,  with- 
out discouraging  importation.  But  the  idea  of 
taxing,  and  thereby  checking  the  disposition  to 
intemperance,  will  always   prove  fallacious,   so 
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long  as  we  allow  ardent  spirits  to  be  manufactured 
among  ourselves  without  any  check  whatever.  If 
the  duties  on  the  rum  of  the  West  Indies,  the 
brandy  of  France,  and  the  wines  of  Portugal  and 
Spain,  and  the  islands  appurtenant,  had  been 
predicated  upon  the  single  principle  of  raising  a 
revenue,  a  vast  commerce  would  have  been  open 
to  the  people  of  this  country,  which  the  exorbitant 
duty  now  imposed  has  in  a  manner  cut  up  by  the 
roots.  Formerly,  when  the  duties  were  less,  the 
grain,  which  is  now  manufactured  into  whiskey, 
was  exported  to  those  countries ;  and  for  it  the 
farmer  then  availed  himself  of  a  great  price  in 
cash,  or  the  necessaries  of  life.  Now,  he  converts 
it  into  whiskey ;  too  great  a  portion  of  which  he 
himself  is  tempted  to  consume,  to  the  destruction 
of  his  health  and  the  ruin  of  his  morals:  and  thus 
the  benevolent  intentions  of  the  Legislature  have 
been  wholly  frustrated,  and  a  regulation  which 
they  intended  as  a  blessing  has  proved  a  curse.  It 
has  now  got  to  be  fashionable  in  some  parts  of  the 
Union  to  say  that  the  production  of  whiskey  must 
be  encouraged,  and  for  that  purpose  that  all  other 
ardent  spirits  must  be  excluded,  in  order  that  agri- 
culture may  be  promoted  !  How  much  better  it 
would  be  to  remove  from  the  farmer  all  temptation 
to  the  consumption  of  ardent  spirits,  and  to  furnish 
him  with  a  better  as  well  as  a  more  salutarv  vent 
for  his  grain  ! 

Your  memorialists  have  not  been  led  to  these 
remarks  by  any  thing  like  hostility  to  the  manu- 
facturing mterests.  They  are,  on  the  contrary, 
decidedly  in  favor  of  all  reasonable  encouragement 
to  promote,  uphold,  and  cherish  every  thing  of 
that  kind. 

But  your  memorialists  had  never  dreamed  it 
would  ever  be  considered  necessary  or  proper  that 
all  other  interests  should  be  made  to  yield  as  sec- 
ondary and  tributary  to  that  alone.  They  are 
sure  this  was  not  the  original  desigm  of  the  fra- 
mers  of  the  Constitution.  In  that  instrument  we 
find  nothing  about  manufactures. 

They,  however,  have  pressed  into  their  service 
an  elaborate  essay  of  the  celebrated  Alexander 
Hamilton  on  this  subject.  They  have  adopted  his 
principles,  but  disregard  their  application.  He  in- 
sisted on  the  encouragement  o\  manufactures  so 
far  as  might  be  consistent  with  a  due  regard  to 
commerce  and  the  collection  of  revenue.  The 
duties  now  are  nearly  treble  what  they  were  when 
he  wrote,  and,  on  an  average,  higher  by  one  hun- 
dred per  cent,  than  he,  in  the  height  of  his  zeal  for 
manufactures,  ever  recommended. 

In  the  case  of  iron,  the  duty  on  which  was  not 
half  what  it  now  is,  he  recommended  a  diminu- 
tion, under  an  idea  that  it  was  almost  a  raw  ma- 
terial, necessary  in  every  kind  of  mechanism  ;  and 
the  same  with  regard  to  molasses,  which  we  could 
ourselves  distil.  At  the  time  he  wrote  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  urge,  with  great  vehemence,  upon  the 
attention  of  Congress,  this  subject  of  encouraging 
manufactures,  in  order  to  have  it  attended  to  so 
far  as  might  be  compatible  with  the  other  great 
interests  of  the  community.  But  he  could  not 
have  foreseen  this  abuse  and  perversion  of  his  rea- 
soning.   He  never  could  have  imagined  that  the 


time  would  come  when  it  would  be  deemed  good 
policy  to  make  the  people  pay  from  thirty  to  one 
hundred  per  cent,  more  for  goods  to  the  manufac- 
turer than  they  misht  otherwise  be  bought  for  of 
the  importing  mercnant. 

Your  memorialists  believe  the  duties  now  im- 
posed on  foreign  manufactures  to  be  fully  adequate 
to  any  reasonable  demand  on  the  part  oi  the  Ame- 
rican manufacturer.  All  the  cotton  and  woollen 
manufactories  which  have  been  providently  es- 
tablished and  well  managed  are  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  present  rate  of  duties.  From  these  we 
hear  no  complaint ;  and  they  are  considerably  nu- 
merous in  the  Northern  and  Eastern  States.  All 
such  as  were  established  without  judgment,  with- 
out capital,  and  without  the  aid  of  any  skill  what- 
ever, have,  of  course,  mouldered  into  ruin.  Such 
it  cannot  comport  with  the  wisdom  or  policy  of 
Grovernment  to  attempt  to  revive  and  uphold. 

Your  memorialists  believe  that  the  excitement 
in  favor  of  manufacturers  has  had  its  origin  rather 
in  the  improvidence  and  rash  enterprise  of  some 
of  our  fellow-citizens  than  in  any  well-grounded 
cause  of  complaint.  It  may  be  that  between  1812 
and  1815  a  state  of  things  existed  which  induced 
individuals,  in  great  numbers  even,  to  plunge  in- 
considerately into  extravagant  and  wild  schemes 
in  relation  to  manufactures.  But  it  does  not  fol- 
low that  the  Government  is,  at  all  hazards,  bound 
to  uphold,  protect,  and  save  them  from  ruin. 

Every  step  which  the  Grovernment  might  take, 
under  such  a  supposed  obligation,  would  but  in- 
crease the  evil,  and  create  still  new  obligations 
predicated  upon  a  similar  unfortunate  state  of 
things.  The  final  result  would  be  a  state  and 
condition  like  that  of  Great  Britain. 

There,  unfortunately,  such  solicitations  in  times 
past  have  been  yielded  to;  and  the  nation  now 
stands  committed,  at  whatever  cost,  to  stand  by 
and  uphold  establishments  which  it  would  now 

f;ladly  shake  off".  A  glaring  instance  of  the  fol- 
y  and  stupidity  of  such  engagements  was  but 
lately  witnessed  in  that  country.  The  merchants 
there  petitioned  for  a  greater  freedom  of  trade,  and 
complained,  among  other  things,  of  being  obliged 
to  import  timber  from  North  America,  slating  that 
it  could  be  imported  from  Norway  at  half  the  cost 
that  it  could  from  America.  The  ship-owners 
who  were  engaged  in  the  importation  from  Ame- 
rica preferred  a  counter  petition,  stating  that  since 
the  Government  had  confined  the  importations  to 
timber  from  America,  they  had  been  at  immense 
expense  in  preparing  ships  to  bring  the  vast  quan- 
tities from  America  necessary  for  the  supply  of 
the  kingdom  ;  that  if  the  trade  of  Norway  in  that 
article  should  be  opened,  no  timber  could  be  im- 
ported from  America ;  and  that  one-half  of  their 
ships  and  equipments  must  be  laid  aside,  as  the 
other  half  would  be  adequate  to  bring  the  requi- 
site amount  from  Norwav  ;  it  being  practicable  to 
make  two  voyages  to  Norway  in  the  time  that 
would  be  requisite  to  perform  one  to  America. 

Thus  it  appeared  that  a  vast  quantity  of  ship- 
ping, and  sailors  in  proportion,  must  be  thrown 
out  of  employment,  and  ruined,  if  the  British 
Government  should  not  continue  to   compel  its 
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subjects  to  buy  timber  at  twice  what  it  would  cost 
elsewhere. 

And  this  is  the  case  with  an  infinity  of  other 
establishments  in  that  country.  By  the  improvi- 
dent interference  of  Government,  establishments 
have  been  reared  up  and  fostered,  which  they  must 
uphold  at  every  hazard,  the  faith  of  Government 
in  this  particular  having  been  virtually  pledged  so 
to  do.  There  is  not  a  circumstance  more  alarming 
to  your  memorialists  than  that  the  manufacturers 
in  this  country  are  continually  holding  up  the  con- 
duct of  the  British  Government  in  this  particular 
as  affording  the  most  perfect  model  for  our  imi- 
tation. 

They  are  delighted  with  British  exclusions,  pre- 
miums, drawbacks,  high  and  prohibitory  duties, 
and  the  whole  train  of  extravagant  schemes,  to 
retain  the  power  of  manufacturing  exclusively  for 
themselves,  and,  if  possible,  for  the  world  besides. 
The  situation  of  this  country  is  in  nowise  simi- 
lar to  that  of  Great  Britain.     vVe  have  no  surplus 
population  that  cannot  be  retained  but  by  such 
means.     We  have  vacant  territory  without  limit, 
and   almost   without  price,  inviting  cultivation 
There,  they  must  manufacture  or  emigrate.   And, 
notwithstanding  the  utmost  of  their  exertions  to 
find   employment  for  their  laboring  poor,  every 
seventh  individual  is  a  pauper,  and  dependent  on 
charity.     In  this  country,  as  yet,  it  is  not  even 
every  hundredth  individual  that  is  a  subject  of 
charity  ;  and  many  centuries  may  elapse  before 
the  proportion  will  be  greater,  if  this  manufactur- 
ing mania  can  be  kept  within  bounds. 

Your  memorialists  lament  those  strides  on  the 
part  of  manufacturers  for  another  and  more  im- 
portant reason.  Steadiness  in  governmental  re- 
gulations affecting  the  industry  of  the  people  is 
highly  es.sential.  There  is  at  present  a  perfect  ac- 
quiescence in  all  parts  of  the  Union  in  relation  to 
what  has  been  done  to  favor  manufactures,  al- 
though it  bears  hard  upon  the  revenue  and  upon 
commerce. 

The  effect  of  an  extraordinary  action  is  to  pro- 
duce reaction.     If  the  manufacturers  should  now 
succeed,  the  consequence  will  be  a  deficit  in  the 
revenue.     A  direct  tax  must  ensue;  irritation  will 
be  produced  ;  and,  by  the  time  the  manufacturers 
shall  have  got  their  great  establishments  in  opera- 
lion,  a  new  tariff  will  be  enacted  with   a  view 
to  revenue  solely.     When  the   tariff  was  settled 
in  1816,  the  manufacturers  were  duly  represented. 
The  then   Secretary   of  the  Treasury  was  from 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  partook,  it  is  believ- 
ed, of  all  the  feelings  of  the   people  upon  this 
subject.     At  any  rate,  he  recommended  the  tariff 
at  that  time  with  an   express  view  to  manufac- 
tures ;  and  his  recommendations,  so  far  as  they  af- 
fected manufactures,  in  every  instance,  it  is  un- 
derstood, except  in  relation  to  iron,  were  implicitly 
adopted.     At  that   time  the  manufacturers,  ex- 
cepting those  of  iron,   were   perfectly   satisfied  ; 
and  in  1818,  at  the  instance  of  the  nuinufactu- 
rers,  the  duty  on  iron  was  increased  from  nine  to 
fifteen  dollars  per  ton.     They,  at  the  same  time, 
requested  that  the  duty  of  25  per  cent,  on  cotton 
and  woollen  goods,  which  had  been  limited  to  five 


years,  might  be  made  perpetual.  In  this,  also, 
they  were  gratified.  Your  memorialists  expected 
to  have  heard  no  more  from  the  manufacturers 
about  further  protecting  duties.  But  the  stride 
they  are  now  contemplating  is,  to  your  memorial- 
ists, truly  astonishing.  Nothing  now  will  satisfy 
them  short  of  twenty-five  dollars  per  ton  upoa 
iron,  an  article  necessary  in  every  piece  of  mech- 
anism ;  thirty-five  per  cent,  upon  printed  books, 
by  way,  it  may  be  presumed,  of  discouraging  sci- 
ence; ten  cents  per  gallon  on  molasses,  to  pro- 
tect the  distillers  of  whiskey ;  thirty-three  and  a 
third  per  cent,  upon  cotton  and  woollen  goods,  and 
so  upon  other  manufactured  articles  in  proportion ; 
and,  to  crown  all,  cash  payment,  without  credit, 
for  duties ! 

Should  the  wisdom  of  your  honorable  body  deem 
it  expedient  and  proper  to  yield  to  solicitations  so 
unreasonable,  the  commerce  of  the  country  must 
be  considered  as  at  an  end,  and  all  concerned  in  it 
as  devoted  to  inevitable  ruin.  The  long  establish- 
ed habits  of  the  country  must  be  subverted,  and  a 
shock  will  be  felt  in  the  community  such  as  will 
arouse  from  their  slumbers  the  mass  of  the  people, 
and  awaken  them  in  time,  but  perhaps  too  late,  to 
a  sense  of  their  true  interests. 

Your  memorialists  have  thus,  with  the  charac- 
teristic frankness  of  fellow-citizens,  intimated  some 
of  their  views  and  feelings  on  this  all-important 
subject.  Their  destinies  are  in  the  power  of  the 
National  Government,  on  whose  wisdom  and  jus- 
tice they  trust  they  can  rely.  It  is  for  Congress  to 
determine  whether  the  great  interests  of  the  nation, 
on  which  depend  its  power,  its  glory,  and  its  re- 
sources, shall  be  sacrificed  to  the  cupidity  of  a 
handful  of  improvident  and  speculating  manu- 
facturers. 

Signed  by  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  convention. 
ARTHUR  McLELLAN, 

Chatrman. 

Henry  Clarke,  Sec'ry. 
Portland,  October  19,  1820. 


INCREASE  OF  DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

[Commanicated  to  the  Senate,  November  27,  1820.] 
The  memorial  of  a  convention  of  delegates  representing 
the  merchants  and  others  interested  in  commerce,  as- 
sembled at  Philadelphia,  to  the  Cwigress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States: 

Although  much  has  already  been  addressed  to 
your  honorable  body  on  the  subject  of  the  new 
tariff,  yet,  unless  it  could  be  said  to  be  entirely  ex- 
hausted, its  pre-eminent  importance  may  well 
claim  still  further  attention  from  all  who  are  in- 
terested, and  may  be  allowed  to  constitute  a  valid 
excuse  for  those  who  venture  once  more  to  appear 
before  you  in  the  character  of  petitioners  against 
its  adoption. 

Among  the  great  diversity  of  subjects  which, 
from  time  to  time,  have  occupied  our  National 
Legislature,  not  one,  it  is  believed,  within  the 
whole  scope  of  their  proceedings,  has  ever  been 
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agitated  which  involves  a  greater  variety  of  in- 
terests, fiscal,  moral,  and  political;  which  strikes 
more  deeply  at  the  very  foundation  of  all  true  and 
enlightened  policy ;  and  which,  according  as  it 
shall  be  ultimately  settled,  will  be  productive  of 
more  lasting,  more  beneficial,  or  more  pernicious 
consequences.  In  short,  this  nation,  through  its 
highest  public  functionaries,  is  called  upon  to  de- 
termine whether  we  will  plunge  still  deeper  into 
all  those  measures  of  prohibition  and  restrictions 
upon  trade  ;  of  duties,  premiums,  and  bounties ;  of 
stimulants  to  rear  exclusive  interests  at  the  national 
expense,  which  have  contributed  more  than  any 
other  causes  to  brin^  the  greatest  commercial  and 
manufacturing  empire  that  the  world  ever  saw  to 
the  very  verge  of  destruction ;  or,  by  taking  warning 
in  time,  and  pursuing  a  different  course,  achieve 
for  ourselves  a  far  higher  degree  of  national  pros- 
perity than  any  people,  of  whom  there  is  any  re- 
cord, have  ever  before  attained.  Let  it  not  be  said 
that  we  are  too  much  inclined  to  magnify,  beyond 
their  just  dimensions,  the  various  objects  involved 
in  this  inquiry ;  still  less  let  it  be  said  that  the  in- 
juries or  benefits  which  must  necessarily  result 
from  the  adoption  or  the  rejection  of  the  proposed 
tariff  will  not  be  fully  equal,  in  process  of  time, 
to  any  thing  which  we  have  ventured  to  imagine. 
If  the  observation  of  Doctor  Smith  has  been 
thought  just,  that  heavy  taxes  upon  necessaries 
become  "a  curse  equal  to  the  barrenness  of  the 
soil  and  the  inclemency  of  the  heavens,"  let  it  not 
be  thought  extravagant  in  us  to  assert  that  the  ad- 
ditional duties  required  of  you,  of  operating  con- 
tinually upon  almost  all  the  purchases  of  every 
member  in  the  community,  although  a  small  and 
insignificant  sum,  comparatively  speaking,  in  each 
individual  purchase,  would  amount,  in  a  lew  years, 
to  a  sufficient  number  of  millions  almost  entirely 
to  alter  the  existing  relations  of  society,  by  forcing 
capital  out  of  those  channels  in  which  it  is  natu- 
rally inclined  to  flow,  and  alluring  it  into  others, 
where,  but  for  this  legislative  process,  it  never, 
perhaps,  would  have  gone.  Can  this  be  consonant 
either  to  policy  or  justice?  Can  such  a  power  be 
found,  either  in  the  constitutions  or  codes  of  any 
free  (Government  upon  earth,  as  would  authorize 
the  Legislature  of  such  Government  to  say  to  any 
of  the  great  classes  into  which  society  naturally 
divides  itself,  "thus  far  shall  thou  go  and  no  far- 
ther" in  thy  fair  and  honest  endeavors  to  belter 
thy  condition?  And  yet,  in  what  does  such  a 
pww^er  differ  in  effect  from  that  by  the  operation  of 
which  any  one  of  these  classes  may  be  fostered, 
cherished,  and  elevated  at  the  expense  of  the  rest, 
until  the  others,  who  are  forced  into  this  most  un- 
natural state,  are  so  ground  down  as  to  be  com- 
pelled to  abandon  the  trade,  profession,  or  calling 
of  their  choice?  Once  admit  that  Congress  may 
use  the  power  of  taxing  imports  ad  libitum,  for  any 
other  purpose  than  that  of  revenue,  and  you  give 
them,  in  reality,  the  power  to  say  to  the  citizens 
of  these  United  States — you  mui^t  devote  your- 
selves to  agriculture,  commerce,  or  manufactures, 
not  as  you  may  happen  to  be  inclined,  but  accord- 
ing to  our  sovereign  will  and  pleasure.  Let  it 
never  be  forgotten  that  the  question  now  about  to 


I  be  determined  is  not  so  much  what  may  be  bene- 
'  ficial  to  manufacturers,  as  whether  Government 
j  has  a  right  to  benefit  them  to  the  manifest  injury 
both  of  the  agricultural  and  commercial  cla.sses; 
whether  the  Constitutional  provision  against  tax- 
I  ing  exports  can  be  rendered  in  a  great  measure 
j  nugatory,  by  diminishing,  at  pleasure,  the  value  of 
j  our  exportable  commodities,  through  the  instru- 
'  mentality  of  a  tax  upon  imports ;  and,  finally, 
i  whether  the  direction  and  employment  of  indi- 
I  vidual  capital  are  matters  to  be  regulated  and  con- 
I  trolled  by  individual  choice,  or  by  the  will  of  the 
I  National  Legislature. 

j  If  it  be  asked  who  are  the  rightful  judges  in  re- 
!  gard  to  the  expediency  and  justice  of  the  proposed 
I  tariff,  it  is  surely  fair  to  answer,  that  the  payers, 
who  constitute  a  very  large  majority  of  the  whole 
nation,  are  certainly  more  competent  to  decide 
than  the  expectant  receivers ;  when  the  only  in- 
quiry is,  how  much  of  the  money  of  the  former 
shall  be  paid  to  the  latter,  and  to  what  extent  it 
shall  be  taken,  not  only  without  their  consent,  but 
in  opposition  both  to  their  entreaties  and  remon- 
strances. This  is  the  plain  unvarnished  state  of 
the  case;  and,  let  sophists  and  casuists  disguise  it 
as  they  may,  still,  whenever  it  is  contemplated, 
unadorned  by  the  embellishments  of  geographical 
parlies,  and  divested  of  the  exaggerations  of  exclu- 
sive interests,  it  will  be  seen  as  a  case  where,  on 
the  one  hand,  a  certain  portion  only  of  manufac- 
turers (for  very  many  oi  them  are  opposed  to  it) 
are  importuning  the  Government  to  compel  all  the 
commercial  and  agricultural  clas.<ies  to  buy  their 
manufactures  at  enhanced  prices  or  logo  without; 
whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  the  .sons  of  commerce 
and  agriculture,  almost  to  a  man,  are  begging  that 
they  may  not  be  exposed  to  any  such  exaction. 
It  is  not  a  boon  or  treasure,  already  in  possession 
of  the  Government,  of  which  each  party  is  praying 
to  have  the  exclusive  enjoyment — for  that  would 
be  a  mere  contest  of  cupidity,  wherein  both  would 
be  alike  selfish  and  culpable;  but  it  is  a  plain  un- 
disguised effort,  on  the  part  of  certain  manufactu- 
rers, either  to  coax  or  alarm  our  rulers  into  the 
ruinous  project  of  coercing  the  farmers,  planters, 
artisans,  and  merchants,  into  giving  a  much  larger 
portion  of  their  substance  than  they  at  present  do 
to  these  manufacturers;  whilst,  on  the  part  of 
agriculture  and  commerce,  it  is  an  arduous  strug- 
gle to  hold  fast  only  what  is  already  theirs,  and 
not  to  be  forced  to  part  with  it  contrary  to  their 
inclinations.  Are  we,  therefore,  enemies  to  the 
manufacturers?  Are  we,  consequently,  (as  has 
often  been  said,)  selfish,  unnatural,  antisocial,  grov- 
elling, and  ignorant,  alike  deaf  to  the  voice  of  hu- 
manity and  to  the  calls  of  patriotism  ?  God  for- 
bid !  But  if  we  have  incurred  these  degrading 
censures  simply  for  praying  that  your  honorable 
body  will  not  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  manufac- 
turers to  make  us  pay  more  for  all  which  we  must 
necessarily  purchase  of  them  than  we  do  at  pre- 
sent, we  must  still  submit  to  be  denounced. 

But  lest  the  mere  pecuniary  loss  in  our  pur- 
chases alone,  which  we  should  incur  from  the  pro- 
posed addition  to  the  duties  upon  foreign  com- 
modities, should  be  considered  the  principal  cause 


1601 


APPENDIX. 


1502 


Remonstrance  against  an  increase  of  Duties  on  Imports. 


of  our  solicitude,  we  beg  leave  to  suggest  a  few 
other  considerations  of  far  deeper  interest,  and  of 
still  more  comprehensive  character,  that  appear  to 
us  to  forbid  the  adoption  of  the  proposed  measure. 
If  it  be  a  fixed  principle  that  we  are  to  rely  for  our 
revenue  chiefly  upon  a  sy.stem  of  duties  upon  im- 
jwrts,  can  any  thing  be  more  obviously  necessary 
and  proper  than  that  such  sy.stem  should  be  botn 
uniform  and  permanent?  Can  a  single  instance 
be  cited,  from  the  annals  of  any  nation  upon  earth, 
where  an  augmentation  of  duties,  already  high, 
has  been  found  to  augment  the  national  income? 
On  the  contrary,  are  there  not  many  to  be  found 
wherein  a  diminution  of  duty  has  been  immedi- 
ately followed  by  an  increase  of  revenue?  We 
beg  leave  to  quote  only  a  few,  and  we  will  take 
them  from  the  history  of  that  country  whose  com- 
mercial regulations  and  restrictions  some  of  our 
political  economists  have  so  earnestly  importuned 
you  to  imitate.  "  Previous  to  1744,  the  East  In- 
dia Company's  sales  of  teas  amounted  to  no  more 
than  about  six  hundred  thousand  pounds  weight, 
annually,  producing  a  revenue  of  about  £140,000! 
In  the  early  part  of  1745  an  act  was  passed  by 
which  the  tea  duties  were  greatly  reduced  ;  and  in 
1746  the  sales  amounted  to  nearly  two  millions  ot 
pounds  weight,  and  the  revenue  to  £228,000.  But 
this  unanswerable  demonstration  of  the  superior 
advantages  resulting  to  the  revenue  itself  from  low 
duties,  was  unable  to  restrain  the  rapacity  of  the 
Treasury.  In  1748  the  duties  were  again  in- 
creased, and  fluctuated  between  that  epoch  and 
1784  from  64  to  119  per  cent.  In  the  last-men- 
tioned year,  however,  the  Grovernraent,  having  in 
vain  tried  every  other  means  to  prevent  the  smug- 
gling and  adulteration  of  tea,  reduced  thf  duty 
Irom  119  to  12^  per  cent.;  and  the  revenu.,  in- 
stead of  falling  off  in  the  proportion  of  one  to  ten, 
owing  to  the  increased  consumption  only  declined 
in  the  proportion  of  one  to  three.  In  1T87  the 
duty  on  wine  and  spirits  was  lowered  50  })er  cent., 
but  the  revenue,  notwithstanding,  was  considera- 
bly augmented.  The  average  annual  produce  of 
the  tax  on  cofiee,  for  the  three  years  previous  to 
1808,  amounted  to  £166,000.  In  the  course  of 
that  year  the  duty  was  reduced  from  two  shillings 
to  seven-pence  the  hundred  weight ;  and  the  aver- 
age annual  produce  of  the  reduced  duty  for  the 
next  three  years,  instead  of  being  diminished,  rose 
to  £195,000." 

These  few  remarkable  facts  serve,  incontestably, 
to  prove,  more  than  whole  libraries  of  theoretical 
reasoning  could  do,  that  the  financier  who  calcu- 
lates upon  raising  revenue  by  duties  upon  imports 
must,  unavoidably,  be  content  to  make  them  mod- 
erate, or  to  lose  his  object.  They  also  force  upon 
our  minds  this  important  question  :  Whether  the 
deficit  which  occurred  in  our  revenue  last  year, 
and  the  still  greater  one  which  threatens  us  for 
the  present  year,  are  not  both  attributable,  at  least 
in  part,  to  the  very  high  rates  of  many  of  our  ex- 
isting duties? 

If  the  design  of  the  proposed  tariff  be  to  force 
into  being  certain  manufactures  which  had  no 
previous  existence  here,  or  to  foster,  at  the  national 
expense,  such  as  have  been  found,  after  sufficient 


trial,  incapable  of  being  otherwise  supported,  the 
hope  of  revenue  from  this  source  must  be  aban- 
doned ;  for  it  is  a  physical  impossibility  that  the 
two  projects  can  be  consummated  together.  If 
manufactures  are  to  be  forced,  the  Treasury  coffers 
must  remain  empty,  for  any  thing  that  the  tariff 
can  bring  into  them;  on  thecontrary,  if  the  duties 
upon  imports  are  to  augment  the  revenue,  the 
manufacturing  interest  must  be  content  to  rely 
upon  her  own  energies,  without  calling  on  Grov- 
ernment  to  make  crutches  for  her  of  both  agricul- 
ture and  commerce,  to  support  that  body  which, 
in  the  mania  of  speculation,  has  been  dieted  and 
swelled  into  an  unnatural  growth,  too  unwieldy 
for  her  own  natural  limbs  to  sustain. 

Let  us  take  another  view  of  the  subject.  If  it 
has  become  a  settled  point  in  our  policy  that  no 
justifiable  means  are  to  be  neglected  to  render  this 
nation  a  great  naval  Power,  (as  essential  to  the 
Union  as  protective  of  the  great  and  only  outlet  for 
all  the  agricultural  products  of  the  immense  re- 
gions of  the  West,)  it  is  well  worthy  of  inquiry 
whether  it  possibly  can  be  effected  by  multiplying 
discouragements  to  foreign  commerce.  Can  our 
hardy,  magnanimous,  and  dauntless  seamen,  whose 
pursuits  have  heretofore  exposed  them  to  the  perils 
of  every  ocean,  to  the  vicissitudes  of  every  clime, 
and  inured  them  to  that  constant  regimen  and 
discipline  so  well  calculated  to  fit  them  for  all  the 
purposes  of  nautical  life — can  such  men,  with  any 
advantage  to  our  rising  navy,  be  converted  into  a 
set  of  skulking,  profligate  smugglers,  or  of  sailors 
confined  .solely  to  the  coasting  trade?  Yet,  that 
such  must  be  the  inevitable  result  of  either  destroy- 
ing, or  much  further  injuring  our  foreign  com- 
merce, is  a  consummation  which  appears  to  us  as 
unavoidable  as  that  death  must  follow  the  destruc- 
tion of  all  our  vital  functions.  Commerce  is  to 
the  body  politic  what  the  circulation  of  the  blood 
is  to  the  body  natural;  to  check  either  materially, 
is  to  produce  disease;  and  to  augment  such  checK, 
in  any  degree,  is  to  destroy  the  healthful  existence 
of  both.  Again  :  is  it  possible  that  we  shall  add 
much  either  to  the  moral  or  physical  power  of  this 
nation  by"  interposing  legislative  aids  to  accelerate 
the  natural  increase  of  that  class  of  citizens,  who, 
from  the  very  nature  of  most  of  their  occupations, 
must  necessarily  be  brought  up  in  a  way  which 
(to  say  the  least  of  it)  is  surely  not  the  most  favor- 
able either  to  health,  to  morals,  or  to  bodily  or  in- 
tellectual rigor  ?  Can  it  be  within  the  scope  of 
any  rational  anticipation  that  our  manufacturers, 
one  and  all,  can  ever  be  made  successful  competi- 
tors to  those  of  Sheffield,  Birmingham,  and  Man- 
chester, who,  by  means  of  the  very  system  of 
which  some  of  us  are  so  exceedingly  emulous,  are 
forced  to  labor  from  fourteen  to  seventeen  hours 
in  the  twenty-four,  and  to  live  almost  exclusively 
on  vegetable  diet,  in  order  to  earn  a  miserable  pit- 
tance of  wages,  scarcely  sufficient  to  keep  body 
and  soul  together  ?  Can  any  the  most  sanguine 
projector  calculate  on  realizing  any  such  success- 
ful rivalry,  except  at  an  expense  of  taxation,  of 
national  happiness,  and  l^islative  oppression,  such 
as  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  will  never 
willingly  incur? 
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In  whatever  way  we  view  this  subiect,  (and  | 
we  have  endeavored  to  bestow  on  it  all  the  con- 
sideration which  Its  great  importance  so  justly 
merits,)  we  cannot  avoid  anticipating,  from  the 
success  of  the  tariff  project,  irreparable  injury,  not 
only  to  agriculture  and  commerce,  but  to  many 
of  the  mechanical  trades  immediately  connected 
with  and  dependent  upon  these  two  great  sources 
of  the  wealth  and  physical  power  of  this  nation. 
Agriculture,  already  bereft  of  half  her  ability  to 
pay   taxes   by  a   combination  of  circumstances, 
among  which  our  protecting  duty  system  holds  a 
prominent  station,  is  now  called  upon  to  pay  a 
still  further  tax  of  some  ten,  twenty,  or  thirty  per 
cent,  upon  almost  all  her  necessary  purchases — at 
a  time,  too,  when  the  existing  duties  have  been 
more  than  doubled  in  value  to  those  who  receive 
the  benefit  of  them,  by  the  appreciation  of  money, 
and   the  depreciation  of  domestic  provisions  of 
every  kind ;  a  depreciation,  moreover,  so  contin- 
ued and  portentous,  as  to  threaten  to  terminate  J 
even  the  culture  of  several  of  those  products  which  \ 
heretofore  have  most  contributed  both  to  our  emo- 
lument and  to  our  comforts.     What  is  to  be  the 
consequence  ?     Why,  a  rapid  and  appalling  retro-  ; 
gradation  throughout  the  community,  compelling  j 
us  not  only  to  relinquish  most  of  those  embellish- 
ments of  civilized  life  which  polish  and  adorn  the 
social  structure,  but  also  to  bid  adieu  to  all  fond 
hopes  which  solace  the  parent  and  animate  the 
patriot,  in  regard  to  the  progress  of  education,  the 
improvement  of  morals,  and  the  general  diffusion 
of  national  happiness.     Commerce,  curtailed  in 
all  her  branches  by  the  same  sinister  combination 
of  events,  is  required  still  further  to  furl  her  sails, 
or  to  spread  them  only  to  the  breezes  of  our  bays, 
our  rivers,  and  our  seaboard  ;  or,  if  not  deterred 
by  the  numerous  difficulties  which  present  them- 
selves to  her  customary  pursuits,  she  still  essays 
to  spread  her  canvass  over  the  bosom  of  those  dis- 
tant seas,  from  navigating  which  she  has  hereto- 
fore hoped  to  derive  a  fair  and  honorable  reward 
for  her  toils,  she  is  told  that  a  large  portion  of  her 
now  scanty  profits  must  go  to  foster  a  new  interest 
in  our  community,  which  it  has  been  found  uf>on 
trial  cannot  be  gotten  up  without  levying  still 
heavier  contributions  both  on  agriculture  and  com- 
merce. The  numerous  artisans,  too,  whose  reliance 
for  comfortable  supjjort  has  hitherto  been  placed 
upon  the  prosperity  of  agricultural  and  commer- 
cial occupations,  must  now  be  transferred  to  some 
other  less  precarious  dependence,  or  their  present 
employments    exchanged   for   hopeless  inaction. 
And  what  is  the  inestimable  boon  held  out  to  us 
as  a  compensation  for  all  these  privations  ?   Why, 
truly,  an  adequate  home  market  for  all  our  domes- 
tic products !    That  this  idea  is  altogether  falla- 
cious, we  trust   can  be  made  manifest  by  a  very 
few  remarks.     The  manufacturing  establishments 
which,  it  is  said,  will  grow  out  of  the  tariff,  are 
to  be  peopled  from  the  population  already  within 
the  country,  or  to  be  supplied  by  foreign  importa- 
tions.    If  in  the  first  mode,  then  it  is  obvious  that, 
unless  we  suppose  the  intended  recruits  can  live 
in  their  present  scattered  condition  without  food 
altogether,  they  wiU   not,  when  imbodied,  con- 


sume so  much  more  additional  provision  as  to 
compensate  for  the  great  diminution  of  exports 
which  the  new  tariff  must  necessarily  occasion. 
It  is  only,  then,  by  the  importation  of  that  class  of 
foreigners,  (the  least  desirable  part,  in  general,  of 
foreign  population,)  that  the  number  of  manufac- 
turing consumers,  and  consequently  the  quantum  of 
consumption,  can  be  materially  au^tnented.  This 
is  unquestionably  true  as  to  provisions.     But,  it 
will  be  said,  our  raw  materials  will  then  find  so 
much  more  extensive  a  market  than  they  have  at 
present,  as  amply  to  remunerate  us  for  all  addi- 
tional costs.     If  It  were  true  that  we  had  no  home 
market  at  all  for  our  agricultural  products,  it  might 
become  a  question  with  some  whether  it  would 
not  be  worth  while  to  incur  a  considerable  na- 
tional expense  with  a  view  to  create  one,  provided 
it  was  probable  that  the  domestic  sale  for  our  sur- 
plus produce  would  then  be  so  much  greater  than 
the  foreign  sale  extinguished  by  this  creation  as  to 
reimburse  those  at  whose  cost  it  was  made  for  all 
additional  expenses.     But  this  happens  not  to  be 
a  fact.     Your  honorable  body  cannot  be  ignorant 
that  our  home  market  for  the  product  of  the  soil, 
especially  for  cotton,  is  even  now  on  the  increase  ; 
that  a  large  portion  of  our  manufacturers  claim 
no  further  protection,  ask  no  additional  duties; 
that  the  stockholders  of  one  of  the  inost  consider- 
able and  flourishing  manufactories  in  the  United 
States,  (we  mean  that  of  Waltham.  in  Massachu- 
setts,) at  this  time  divide  twelve  per  cent,  on  their 
capital ;  and  that  most  others  of  any  standing  are 
known  be  in  a  sufficiently  flourishing  condition 
to  ask  no  aid  from  Government.     The  question, 
then,  is  simply  reduced  to  this  ;  shall  we  impose 
additional  duties  upon  almost  every  article  of  for- 
eign  importation,  either  to  gratify  the  sanguine 
expectations  of  those  who  wish  to  make  trial  of 
such  manufactories  as  do  not  exist  here  at  present, 
or  to  enable  those  who  have  failed,  no  matter  from 
what  cause,  in  manufacturing  experiments  already 
made  in  various  parts  of  our  country,  to  renew 
them  at  the  expense  of  more  than  three-fourths  of 
the  nation  ?     Relying  as  we  do  upon  the  wisdom 
and  patriotism  of  our  Legislature,  we  cannot  for 
a  moment  believe  that,  from  the  freest  Grovern- 
ment  ufK)n  earth,  we  are  to  expect  a  system  of 
policy  so  repugnant  to  every  principle  of  reason 
and  justice  as  would  be  that  which  your  honor- 
able body  has  been  so  importunately  urged  to  adopt. 
And  we  confidently  trust  that  the  men  to  whose 
intelligence  and  virtue  the  American  people  have 
intrusted  the  preservation  of  their  dearest  rights 
and  interests  are  as  deeply  impressed  as  any  of 
their  constituents  themselves  can  possibly  be  with 
the  truth  and  importance  of  the  following  cardi- 
nal maxims  in  legislation  : 

That,  if  the  principles  both  of  justice  and  policy 
forbid  the  majority  of  a  nation  to  impose  any  tax 
on  the  minority  alone,  a /orfiori  they  inhibit  the 
imposition  of  any  tax  to  be  levied  upon  the  former 
for  the  sole  benefit  of  the  latter.  That,  where  rev- 
enue is  to  be  derived  from  impost  on  foreign  com- 
modities, universal  experience  has  demonstrated 
that  moderate  duties  contribute  much  more  than 
high  ones  towards  the  attainment  of  this  object. 
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That,  where  such  duties  are  imposed  to  foster 
the  particular  interest  of  any  class  who  pay  no 
part  thereof,  those  duties  must  necessarily  come 
out  of  the  pockets  of  all  other  classes  in  the  com- 
munity, and  are  in  direct  violation  of  the  funda- 
mental maxim  "  not  to  tax  the  many  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  few.' 

That  the  practice  of  frequently  changing  those 
revenue  laws  which  operate  as  taxes  upon  agri- 
culture and  commerce  have  a  much  more  perni- 
cious effect  upon  both,  but  especially  on  the  last, 
than  permanent  taxes  of  the  highest  kind,  com- 
patible with  the  permanent  existence  of  those  two 
great  sources  of  national  wealth  and  power. 

That  for  Government,  by  legislation,  to  add  to 
those  casualties  and  uncertainties  which  naturally 
affect  the  profits  of  labor,  is  to  infringe  on  the 
natural  right  which  every  man  has  to  pursue  any 
trade,  profession,  or  calling  that  he  pleases,  and  is 
to  administer  oppression  instead  of  justice. 

That,  by  thej  exercise  of  such  a  power,  Grovern- 
ments  may  not  only  force  individual  capital  into 
any  channel  which  they  please,  but  may  either 
create  or  suppress,  ad  libUnm,  any  particular  class 
among  the  various  ones  into  which  communities 
are  usually  divided. 

That  the  reciprocal  wants  of  agriculture,  com- 
naerce,  and  manufactures,  with  their  relative  capa- 
cities of  supply,  are  sure  guarantees  of  mutual 
good  and  friendly  offices,  when  left  to  exert  their 
respective  energies  in  their  own  way;  but  that 
the  interference  of  Groverninents  with  their  private 
concerns  rarely  fails  to  produce  a  jarring  of  inter- 
est, and  consequent  hostilities  both  of  feelings  and 
conduct. 

That  the  natural  diversities  of  soils  and  cli- 
mates, and  the  artificial  varieties  of  manners,  hab- 
its, and  customs,  are  far  better  regulators  of  supply 
and  demand  than  the  wisest  legislators  can  possi- 
bly contrive. 

That  a  due  propertion  of  heat,  moisture,  and 
the  pabulum  of  plants,  will  not  more  certainly  pro- 
duce a  vigorous  and  healthful  growth  in  the  vege- 
table kingdom,  than  will  the  natural  inclination 
of  mankind  to  improve  their  condition  produce  it 
in  the  political  world,  if  left  to  exert  itself  entirely 
free  from  all  legislative  restraints  but  such  as 
peace,  order,  justice,  and  good  morals  require. 

And  that  it  may  be  laid  down  as  a  maxim  ad- 
mitting of  no  exception,  that  national  industry  is 
invigorated   by  free  trade,  and  depressed  by  every 
thing  opposed  to  it.     All  which  is,  dec. 
WILLIAM  BAYARD, 

President  of  the  Convention. 

John  Vauohan,  Secretary. 

Philadblphia,  November  4,  1820. 


INCRE.\8E  OF  DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  December  8,  1820. 

To  the  honorable  the  President  and  members  of  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  of  America: 

The  citizens  of  Charleston  have  seen,  with  deep 
regret,  the  efforts  which  were  made  at  the  last 
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session  of  Congress  to  impose  a  high  rate  of  duties 
on  all  manufactured  articles  imported  into  the 
United  States — efforts  made  for  the  express  and 
avowed  purpose  of  creating,  encouraging,  and 
supporting,  in  this  country,  great  manufacturing 
establishments;  of  modifying  and  curtailing  ex- 
tensively our  mercantile  intercourse  with  foreign 
nations ;  and  of  forcing  from  their  present  employ- 
ments much  of  the  labor  and  capital  of  our  fellow- 
citizens. 

As  there  is  much  cause  to  apprehend  that  this 
measure  will  again  be  presented  to  the  considera- 
tion of  Congress,  your  memorialists  beg  leave  to 
state  the  reasons  which  have  led  them  to  view 
this  measure  as  one  unfavorable  to  the  general  in- 
terests of  the  United  States;  as  one  likely  to  prove 
partial  in  its  operations,  injurious  in  its  effects, 
uncertain  in  its  results ;  as  one  which  departs 
equally  from  the  spirit  of  our  constitution  and  the, 
best  established  principles  of  national  economy. 
It  is  a  position  almost  too  self-evident  for  contro- 
versy, that,  in  every  free  or  well-regulated  Govern- 
ment, labor  and  capital  should  be  permitted  to  seek 
and  to  find  their  own  employment.  To  the  saga- 
city of  individuals  this  trust  may  be  safely  com- 
mitted. A  Government  can  never  regulate  to  ad- 
vantage, the  employment  of  capital ;  because  suc- 
cess in  the  pursuit  of  wealth,  in  every  department 
of  life,  depends  on  local  circumstances,  or  minute 
details,  on  personal  exertions,  which  cannot  be  re- 
gulated, on  causes  that  escape  those  general  views 
which  alone  a  Government  can  take  of  the  trans- 
actions of  its  citizens.  It  is  sufficient  that  a  Gov- 
ernment takes  care  that  the  employment  of  each 
individual  shall  inflict  on  others  or  on  the  com- 
munity at  large  no  injury,  and  that  each  shall  re- 
ceive equal  and  uniform  protection ;  all  interfer- 
ence beyond  this  is  useless  or  pernicious.  It  is 
equally  obvious  that  those  employments  of  capital 
which  are  most  profitable  to  the  individual  must, 
on  a  general  scale,  prove  the  most  advantageous 
to  the  State.  National  is  but  the  aggregate  of  in- 
dividual wealth ;  whenever,  therefore,  capital  ia 
diverted  from  one  employment,  in  which  it  makes 
a  certain  profit,  to  another,  in  which  a  smaller  pro- 
fit only  can  be  obtained,  the  difference  between 
these  employments  of  capital  is  exactly,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  that  difference,  an  actual  loss  to  the  com- 
munity. Now,  whenever  individuals  are  induced 
to  engage  in  the  less  profitable  employment  by  as- 
surances of  national  indemnity  ;  whenever  the  rest 
of  the  community  are  compelled  to  make  good  the 
losses  which,  by  these  enterprises,  may  be  sustained, 
the  results  are  not  only  injurious,  but  unjust;  be- 
cause, while  the  nation,  as  the  whole,  becomes  a 
loser  by  these  idle  projects,  the  many  are  obliged 
to  surrender  a  portion  of  their  fair  and  well-earned 
profits  to  enable  the  few  to  amuse  themselves  un- 
necessarily with  unprofitable  speculations.  But  if, 
from  the  state  of  society,  or  from  local  circum- 
stances, this  measure  should  be  partial  in  its  ope- 
ration ;  if  this  forced  employment  of  capital  should 
be  confined  to  a  particular  portion  of  country,  the 
injustice  becomes  doubly  great ;  because  it  then 
not  merely  causes  a  transfer  of  property  among  the 
individuals  of  each  particular  division  of  territory, 
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without  aflfecting  the  general  wealth  of  those  di- 
visions, but  some  entire  districts  are  absolutely  im- 
poverished, while  others  are  exclusiTely  enriched.  ' 

Under  all  these  aspects,  the  new  tariff  present- 
ed to  Congress  at  its  last  session  merits  our  disap- ' 
Erobation."    Its  avowed  object  is,  by   imposing 
eavy  duties  on  the  importation  of  foreign  manu- 
factures, to  grant  high  bounties  to  all  of  the  capi-  > 
tal  which  shall  be  employed  in  manufactures  in  ! 
the  United  States;  and  by  shackling,  at  the  same  . 
time,  and  curtailing  our  commerce,  to  force,  by 
these  united  measures,  to  the  loom  and  the  work- 
shop much  of  the  labor  and  capital  which  are  now  ^ 
employed  in  agriculture  and  commerce.     This  is  • 
unnecessary  or  unwise.     If  labor  and  capital  em-  i 
ployed  in  manufactures  will  produce  as  much  pro6t 
as  in  agriculture  or  commerce,  it  is  unnecessary  ; 
because  the  cupidity  and  intelligence  of  individ-  i 
uals,  when  unrestrained  in  their  pursuits,  will  soon  j 
tarn  them  into  this  channel.     If  they  will  not  pro- ; 
duce  as  much  profit,  it  is  unwise  ;  because  labor 
and  capital  will,  by  these  means,  be  forced  into  an 
unprofitable  employment.  Every  laborer  employed  j 
in  unproductive  occupations  must  become,  directly 
or  indirectly,  a  burden  on  the  community.     He 
will  either   become  a   pauper,   to   be  supported  i 
directly  by  the  charity  ot  his  fellow-citizens,  or  he  ' 
must  be  supported  indirectly,  by  their  consenting 
to  pay  more  for  the  products  of  his  labor  than  I 
would   purchase  the  same  products  from  other  i 
quarters.     It  is  to  this  point  that  the  premature 
establishment  of  manufactures  will  lead  ;  and  the 
effort  now  made  to  impose  heavy  duties  or  prohi- 
bitions on  foreign  manufactures  is  only  to  disguise, 
in  this  shape,  the  bounties  we  must  pay  to  the  la- 
borers engaged  in  the  domestic  fabrication.     We 
are  aware  that  the  employment  of  capital  is  not  i 
always  determined  by  its  absolute  profit.     Other  \ 
circumstances  have,  and  deserve  to  have,  much 
influence  on  the  pursuits  of  men.     It  has  hereto- 
fore been  said  that  the  price  of  labor  and  provisions  ; 
in  this  country  was  so  high  as  to  render  the  estab- 
lishment   of    manufactures    impracticable ;    that 
bounties  were  indispensable  to  give  them  life,  and 
even  a  temporary  existence.     This  was  virtually 
to  abandon  the  question,  and  to  acknowledge  that 
labor  in  other  pursuits  obtained  a  profit  which 
could  not  be  afforded  to  it  in  this.     But  a  new  as- 
pect is  now  given  to  this  discussion.     The  price  of 
provisions,  which,  for  many  years  continued  un- 
usually high,  has  now  fallen  to  a  level  preterna- 
turally  low ;  labor  must  fall   in  proportion ;  and 
when  these  preliminary  advantages  are  obtained, 
why  should  systems  of  restriction  be  still  want- 
ing ?     Why  should  public  exertions  be  required 
to  force  labor  into  this  channel  ?     There  can  be 
but  one  reply,  which  is,  that  to  the  establishment 
of  manufactures  our  state  of  society  is  still  un- 
pronitious.     The  surface  of  our  vast  territory  is 
still  insufficiently  supplied  with  laborers;  our  for- 
ests are  still  uncleared ;  and  much  of  our  most 
fertile  soil  is  still  untrodden.    Man — even  the  poor 
man — will  not  seclude  himself  within  the  walls  of 
a  manufactory  while  he  can  possibly  find  a  main- 
tenance in  the  more  cheerful  walks  of  agricultural 

industry.    The  life  of  the  husbandman  is  one  of 


comparative  enjoyment.     In  his  path  are  health, 
and  temperance,  and  peace,  with  a  mind  exerci-sed 
and  improved,  and  a  proud  spirit  of  independence 
encouraged  and  preserved.     He  looks  for  his  sub- 
sistence not  to  one  man,  nor  to  a  few  ;  wherever 
there  is  earth,  and  air,  and  a  soil  to  be  cultivated, 
he  may  find  employment.     But  the  monotonous 
and  melancholy  toils  of  the  manufacturer,  confin- 
ed for  days  and  years   to  one  spot  and  one  un- 
changing occupation,  contract  the  mind,  debilitate 
the  constitution,  and  render  him  more  dependent 
than  the  laborer  in  any  other  occupation.     One 
country  in  Europe  bears,  in  this  point  of  view,  a 
strong  resemblance  to  our  own.     Russia  possesses 
an   almost   unlimited   extent   of  fertile   territory, 
thinly  inhabited,  and  still  offering  to  the  husband- 
man unstinted  occupation.    In  Russia,  for  the  last 
forty  years,  (perhaps  for  a  century  past,)  provi- 
sionsand  labor  have  been  cheaper  than  in  any  other 
country  in  Europe;  yet,  in  Russia,  manufactures 
have  made  no  permanent  progress.     Like  our- 
selves, the  inhabitants  manufacture  a  few  articles 
to  which  their  circumstances  are  peculiarly  favor- 
able.    During  the  existence  of  what  was  termed 
the  continental  system,  efforts  were  made  in  that 
country  to  diffuse  manufactures  extensively  ;  and 
the  necessity  is  now  imposed  on  the  Government 
of  embarrassing  its  commerce,  in  order  to  afford 
some  protection  to  the  establishments  which  have 
been  prematurely  called  into  existence.     But  the 
Russians  are  not,  and  will   not  soon  become,  a 
manufacturing  nation.     The  same  causes  appear 
to  have  produced  with  them,  and  with  us,  similar 
effect"*.     The  peasantry,  even  when  uninthralled 
by  their  system  of  vassalage,  can  still  find  subsist- 
ence by  tilling  the  soil;  and  the  ineffaceable  love 
of  nature,  only  to  be  overpowered  in  the  human 
mind  by  a  stern  necessity,  leads  them  to  prefer  the 
coarse  and  scanty  enjoyments  of  the  rustic  laborer 
to  the  more  dependent,  though  more  flattering, 
occupation  of  the  manufacturer.    Surely  the  moral 
influence  of  such  feelings  and  opinions  ought  not 
[  to  be  disregarded,  nor  can  their  political  effects 
1  be  overlooked    in   an   enlightened   Government. 
When  an  overflowing  population  shall  naturally 
give  rise  to  extensive  manufactures,  we  will  then 
rejoice  in  their  establishment,  as  a  means  of  vary- 
I  ing  the  application  of  capital,  and  of  giving  em- 
ployment to  suffering  industry;  we  will  share  with 
.  them  equally  our  rights,  our  privileges,  and  our 
I  immunities:  but  we  perceive  no  motive  for  pro- 
:  ducing  artificially  such  a  state  of  society.     The 
I  experience  of  Europe  teaches  us  that  the  popula- 
j  tion  of  great  manufacturing  cities  is  very  ignorant, 
I  very  immoral,  very  poor,  and  very  dependent;  and 
j  yet,  from  the  facility  with  which,  from  their  num- 
I  Ders,  the  workmen  can  combine,  from  their  misery, 
I  and  from  the  fluctuating  nature  and  results  of  the 
i  pursuits  in  which  they  are  engaged,  they  become 
I  the  most  disorderly  and  discontented  citizens  in 
j  the  whole  community.     For  such  a  population 
I  shall  we  voluntarily  exchange  the  tillers  of  our 
soil?     Shall  we  drive,  almost  with  violence,  our 
citizens  from  the  ploughshare  and  the  scythe? 
And  if,  upon  this  subject,  we  require  additional 
cautions,  let  us  remember  how  much  more  stable 
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has  been  the  power  and  prosperity  of  agricultural 
nations  than  of  those  founded  on  any  other  basis. 
Every  duty  on  imported  commodities  operates  as 
a  tax  on  the  consumer.  When  these  taxes  are  im- 
posed only  to  supply  the  necessary  wants  of  the 
Government,  they  are  cheerfully  paid ;  when  im- 
posed to  enrich  individuals,  we  should  surely  con- 
sider well  on  what  grounds  the  claims  of  such  in- 
dividuals are  advanced ;  we  should  inquire  care- 
fully what  reciprocal  benefit  the  public  will  receive. 
It  is  the  interest  of  every  member  of  the  commu- 
nity to  purchase  the  articles  he  may  wish,  or  be 
obliged  to  consume,  at  the  lowest  possible  price. 
This  increases  the  value  of  his  exchangeable  com- 
modities, and  increases,  of  course,  his  enjoyments. 
Whenever  this  privilege  is  abridged,  it  becomes 
him  to  inquire  whether,  as  an  individual,  or  as  a 
member  of  the  community,  he  receives  an  equiva- 
lent advantage.  The  great  plea  for  taxation  ad- 
vanced in  this  case  is,  that  domestic  manufactures 
will  make  us  independent  of  foreign  nations.  This 
is  certainly  important  in  itself;  but,  when  advan- 
ced as  a  ground  for  forcing  artificially  the  produc- 
tion of  every  thing  we  want,  the  plea  is  every  way 
fallacious.  Physical  independence  consists  in  pos- 
sessing those  articles  absolutely  necessary  for  our 
existence.  These  we  have  long  since  enjoyed. 
Few  nations  are,  from  the  bounty  of  Providence, 
more  independent  than  the  United  States,  Be- 
yond this,  the  independence  of  the  savage  consists 
m  his  exemption  from  all  wants ;  the  independence 
of  the  civilized  man,  in  his  power  of  supplying  and 
gratifying  the  wants  of  social  life.  Wealth  to  him, 
in  this  view,  is  independence ;  and  wealth  consists 
in  the  quantity  of  consumable  articles  he  can  ob- 
tain for  the  surplus  labor  or  produce  he  may  have 
to  exchange ;  and  this,  in  a  great  measure,  depends 
on  the  liberty  he  possesses  of  exchanging  those  ar- 
ticles under  the  fewest  restraints,  and  consequently, 
to  the  greatest  advantage.  Whatever  curtails  this 
power  lessens  his  wealth ;  whatever  diminishes  his 
wealth  abridges  his  independence.  If,  under  a  new 
system,  the  surplus  labor  of  an  individual  will  pro- 
cure for  him  but  one-half  of  the  articles  of  con- 
sumption which  he  has  hitherto  been  accustomed 
to  receive  for  the  same  labor,  what  compensa- 
tion will  it  be  to  him  to  know  that  this  diminished 
supply  was  produced  in  his  owH  country,  or 
even  on  his  own  farm  ?  But  if  this  argument 
is  really  valid,  it  will  extend  much  farther  than 
its  present  advocates  mean  to  apply  it.  If  it 
is  necessary  that  a  nation,  to  be  independent, 
should  raise  within  itself  every  article  it  has  occa- 
sion to  consume,  it  will  be  much  more  important 
to  raise  those  of  general  consumption  than  those 
which  may  merely  gratify  the  wants  of  luxury 
and  fashion.  If,  therefore,  we  are  by  bounties  tofill 
our  Northern  cities  with  manufactories  to  furnish 
articles  with  which  we  could  well  dispense — if  this 
is  necessary  to  our  independence,  equally  so  will  it 
be  to  cover  our  pine  barrens  with  hot-houses,  to 
raise  the  sugar  and  coffee,  the  tea  and  pepper, 
and  the  other  productions  of  tropical  climates ; 
to  give  high  rewards  for  the  manufacture  of  wine, 
and  oil,  and  salt,  and  many  other  articles,  which 
are  daily  required  in  our  domestic  consumption. 


Sufficient  bounties  will  furnish  us  with  a  domestic 
supply  of  those  articles,  all  of  which  are  now  in 
common  use ;  and  some,  from  our  habits,  articles 
almost  of  necessity.  And  when  one  portion  of  our 
countrymen  call  Tor  bounties  to  create  manufac- 
tures to  which  our  state  of  society  is  unfavorable, 
let  them  act  uniformly,  and  at  the  same  time  grant 
bounties  to  raise  those  articles  to  which  our  climate 
is  unpropitious.  The  attempt  will  be  equally  prac- 
ticable, and  equally  wise.  In  truth,  if  this  plea  is 
of  any  avail ;  if  this  absolute  local  independence 
is  of  real  importance,  it  applies  as  strongly  to  sec- 
tional as  to  national  divisions.  If  it  is  desirable 
that  a  nation  should  produce  within  itself  all  the 
articles  necessary  for  its  consumption,  it  is  equally 
desirable  that  each  division  of  that  nation,  each 
province  or  Stale,  each  district,  each  plantation, 
each  farm,  each  individual,  should  equally  possess 
this  power.  If  every  nation  is  dependent  that  is 
obliged  to  purchase  the  production  or  manufac- 
tures of  other  climates  or  countries,  every  indi- 
vidual must  be  in  the  same  degree  dependent  who 
has  to  purchase  the  products  of  the  labor  of  other 
men.  There  is  no  distinction  in  the  argument ; 
there  is  no  pause  until  we  arrive  at  that  state 
where  each  individual  shall  produce  for  himself 
every  article  which  he  may  wish  to  consume,  and 
must  consent  to  want  every  article  which  he  can- 
not raise  or  fabricate.  This  will  carry  us  back  to 
that  condition  in  which  the  semi-barbarous  people 
of  Europe  existed  during  the  pressure  of  the  feudal 
system;  when  almost  all  intercourse  between  in- 
dividuals and  nations  was  interdicted ;  when 
nothing  was  interchanged  but  injuries,  nothing 
remembered  but  oppression  and  wrong.  How 
much  more  simple  and  more  wise  is  it  for  each 
nation  to  raise  or  manufacture  those  articles  which 
are  most  congenial  to  its  soil  and  to  the  habit  of 
the  people,  and  exchange  its  superfluous  produc- 
tions for  the  productions  of  other  climates  and 
other  conditions  of  society  ;  to  perpetuate,  if  pos- 
sible, amicable  relations  with  all  countries,  by  the 
firmest  of  all  ties — reciprocal  advantages ;  re- 
membering always  that,  in  proportion  as  this  in- 
terchange is  free  and  unrestricted,  will  be  the  mu- 
tual benefit  it  will  confer  !  We  acknowledge  that 
most  foreign  Governments  still  impose  great  re- 
strictions on  national  intercourse;  that  they  have 
made  great  exertions  and  immense  sacrifices  to 
produce  at  home  manufactures  of  all  descriptions ; 
great  efforts  to  secure  this  species  of  independence  ; 
and  it  is  really  from  the  experience  of  foreign  na- 
tions that  we  are  inclined  to  suspect  the  wisdom 
of  their  practice.  We  have  seen  them  impose 
upon  themselves  a  population  which  they  are 
obliged  to  support ;  entangle  themselves  in  a  sys- 
tem from  which,  even  when  their  ablest  statesmen 
deplore  its  effects,  they  cannot,  without  a  revolu- 
tion, be  extricated.  The  very  magnitude  of  the 
evil  prevents  a  remedy.  The  amount  of  capital 
and  the  number  of  people  engaged  in  an  unprofita- 
ble employment  may  render  it  cruel,  if  not  imprac- 
ticable, to  withdraw  from  it  the  countenance  and 
support  by  which  it  was  first  encouraged.  And 
the  influence  which  so  strong  an  interest,  and  one 
so  easily  combined,  can  exert  over  any  Gorern- 
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ment,  should  make  us  in  this  country  very  cautious 
how  we  render  that  a  claim  which,  at  first,  may 
be  regarded  as  a  favor.  It  is,  in  the  present  in- 
stance, to  the  extraordinary  combination  of  in- 1 
terests  and  of  exertions  among  a  class  of  citizens 
whose  pursuits  are  very  distinct,  and  whose  title  j 
or  pretensions  to  support  are  widely  different — it 
is  to  this  demand  for  indiscriminate  encourage-  I 
ment,  that  we  particularly  object ;  it  is  from  this 
combined  effort  to  force  our  Government  from 
its  position,  that  we  view  with  apprehension  and 
alarm  the  application  of  the  united  body  of  man- 
ufacturers, even  when  advancing  new,  and,  as  we 
think,  unreasonable  claims.  What  administra- 
tion would  ever  have  the  power  or  the  resolution 
to  withdraw  from  them  nereafter  any  privileges 
which  may  have  once  been  improvidently  granted. 
Neither  snould  it  be  forgotten  how  hostile  to  the 
general  spirit  of  our  Constitution  is  every  system 
of  restriction,  of  monopoly,  of  particular  privileges. 
It  has  been  our  boast  and  our  highest  advantage 
that  we  have  been  able  to  commence  an  experi- 
mental Grovernraent,  liberated  from  (ail  those  en- 
cumbrances and  embarrassments  which  time  and 
circumstance,  and  prejudice  and  ignorance,  have 
imposed  on  the  old  Governments  of  Europe — en- 
cumbrances which,even  in  an  enlightened  age,  they 
cannot  remove  j  that  we  have  been  able  to  bring 
to  the  test  of  experience  the  theories  and  specula- 
tions of  the  statesman  and  the  philosopher ;  that 
we  have  been  able  to  exemplify,  most  particularly, 
the  advantages  of  unlimited  freedom  in  the  pur- 
suits and  opmions  of  men.  Our  own  career  has 
been  one  of^  unexampled  prosperity ;  our  own  ex- 
perience forms  one  of  the  most  instructive  records 
of  history.  Most  unwise  shall  we  be,  if,  forsaking 
our  own  doctrines,  and  untaught  by  our  own  les- 
sons, we  shall  abandon  the  simple  but  sublime 
principles  by  which  we  have  hitherto  been  guided, 
to  adopt  the  temporary,  fluctuating,  disjointed  ex- 
pedients of  European  practice. 

We  regret  when  we  are  compelled  to  advert  to 
local  or  sectional  advantages,  or  to  view  our  own 
interests  as  distinct  from  those  of  any  other  portion 
of  our  fellow-citizens;  but  the  circumstances  which 
have  lately  been  forced  upon  our  attention  oblige 
us  to  view  this  question  in  relation  to  our  own 
immediate  interests.  The  Southern  States  are 
not,  and  cannot  for  a  long  series  of  years  become, 
a  manufacturing  nation.  We  have  not  a  popula- 
tion equal  to  the  cultivation  of  our  soil ;  and  the 
insalubrity  of  our  climate  forbids  the  hope  that 
this  deficiency  will  soon,  if  ever,  be  supplied  by  a 
population  of  white  laborers.  We  raise,  and  must 
continue  to  raise  provisions,  articles  of  the  first 
necessity  for  man  in  every  climate,  and  raw  ma- 
terials for  the  use  and  consumption  of  manufac- 
turing nations.  It  is,  therefore,  peculiarly  our 
intereststhatour  interchange  with  the  world  should 
be  free  ;  that  the  markets  for  the  consumption  of 
our  produce  should  be  extended  as  widely  as  the 
habitations  of  man.  It  is  equally  our  interest  that 
the  articles  we  are  compelled  to  consume  should 
be  procured  on  the  most  advantageous  terms. 
We  are  among  the  last  people  who  should  wish 
to  restrict  the  freedom  of  commerce,  or,  by  limiting 


on  our  part  national  intercourse,  induce  other 
nations  to  impose  countervailing  restrictions  upon 
us.  Let  us  not  flatter  ourselves  that  the  statesmen 
of  Europe  will  permit  a  system  of  restrictions  to  be 
partial  in  its  operations.  It  is  a  matter  almost  of 
delicacy  to  touch  this  part  of  the  subject ;  but  it 
is  idle  to  shut  our  eyes  to  our  danger.  Let  us,  then, 
examine  the  possible  (we  may  say  probable)  effects 
of  this  system  on  the  great  staple  of  our  country. 
Our  cotton  is  now  admitted  into  Gr^at  Britain  on 
terms  as  liberal  as  the  cotton  of  any  foreign  nation. 
It  can  be  carried  to  her  ports  in  our  own  vessels. 
In  fact,  this  trade  is  now  chiefly  carried  on  in  the 
vessels  of  the  United  States  ;  and  by  this  means 
some  of  our  most  important  manufactures  (those 
connected  with  ship  building)  are  encouraged,  and 
the  security  and  reputation  of  our  country  are  in- 
creased by  the  seamen  it  nurtures  and  protects. 
To  this  trade  Great  Britain  consents,  because  to 
her  the  general  commerce  of  the  United  States  is 
highly  important,  and  because  our  consumption  of 
her  manufactures  offers  an  equivalent  for  the  ad- 
vantages we  now  enjoy.  But  let  us  once  declare 
that  this  trade  in  future  shall  be  beneficial  only  to 
ourselves;  that  we  will  take  nothing  from  ner, 
while  we  wish  her  still  to  continue  the  great  con- 
sumer of  our  produce  ;  and  we  may  soon  feel  the 
error  of  such  calculations.  If,  for  instance,  we 
should  prohibit  in  this  country  the  introduction  of 
the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain,  or  impose  on 
them  duties  amounting  to  a  prohibition,  have  we 
no  reason  to  apprehend  that  she  may,  on  her  part, 
prohibit  totally  the  introduction  into  her  ports  of 
our  cotton,  our  rice,  and  our  tobacco,  and  turn  to 
other  quarters  for  the  supply  she  may  require? 
Brazil  and  the  East  Indies  can  even  now  furnish  her 
with  these  articles  in  sufficient  abundance,  and,  in- 
dependent of  the  advantages  she  would  derive  from 
her  general  intercourse  with  these  countries,  the 
transportation  of  these  very  commodities  would  be 
exclusively  in  her  own  vessels,  and  her  ship  own- 
ers and  her  seamen  would  equally  profit  by  this 
direction  of  her  commerce.  The  new  Govern- 
ments, too,  arising  in  South  America,  possess  an 
immense  extent  of  territory  adapted  to  the  produc- 
tion of  cotton,  and  tobacco,  and  Hour,  and  rice. 
All  of  them  must  at  first  become  agricultural  na- 
tions, and  foiCn  long  time  they  will  have  to  ex- 
change the  rude  productions  of  their  soil  for  the 
manufactures  of  other  countries.  On  all  sides  we 
shall  meet  competitors  in  the  consuming  markets, 
ready  to  avail  themselves  of  our  errors  and  profit 
by  our  mistakes;  ready  to  occupy  any  position 
which  we  may  abandon,  or  from  whicn  we  may 
be  driven.  Nor  can  we  doubt  of  this  result.  Have 
we  ever  found  the  statesmen  of  the  civilized  world 
insensible  to  the  interests  of  their  respective  na- 
tions? Have  we  ever  found  them  deficient  in 
sagacity  to  perceive,  or  in  promptness  to  meet,  the 
hostile  combinations  of  foreign  commerce  ?  The 
interchange  of  nations,  like  the  intercourse  of  in- 
dividuals, can  only  be  maintained  by  mutual  and 
reciprocal  advantages  ;  and  the  experience  of  the 
world  appears  clearly  to  demonstrate  that  the  more 
free  is  that  intercourse,  the  more  unfettered  the 
commerce  and  capital  of  any  nation,  the  more 


will  the  pursuits  of  that  nation  become  extensive 
and  diversified,  and  exempt  from  the  fluctuation 
and  ruin  which  finally  must  attend  every  system 
established  on   a  forced  employment  of^  capital. 
Against  these  evils  the  prospect  is  held  out  to  us 
of^a  domestic  market  for  the  consumption  of  our 
raw  materials.    This  prospect  is  certainly  delusive. 
In  the  United  States  we  could  only  calculate  to 
manufacture  for  the  supply  of  our  own  wants,  and 
this  would  nat  consume  one-half — perhaps  not  one- 
third — part  of  the  cotton  we  now  raise,  without 
adverting  to  the  other  staples  of  the  country,  or 
without  bringing  into  view  the  rapidly  increasing 
production  of  our  Western   States.     Surely  we 
cannot  expect  to  become  exporters  of  manufac- 
tures when  we  are  obliged  to  call  for  enormous 
duties  to  protect  them  against  competition  even  in 
our  own  markets,  and  when  it  is  acknowledged 
that  the  removal  of  these  duties  will  at  any  mo- 
ment prostrate  the  whole  system  in  remediless 
ruin.     And  for  this  insufficient  and  insecure  mar- 
ket we  are  called  upon  to  invite  and  provoke  the 
commercial  hostility  of  the  whole  Civilized  world, 
and  to  expose  ourselves  to  the  risk  of  having  our 
productions  driven  from  every  country  where  the 
Grovemment  may  think  that  reciprocal  advantages 
should  form  the  basis  of  every  encouraged  or  rven 
tolerated  commerce.     The  Southern  States  will 
derive  no  immediate  advantage  from  this  measure, 
even  if  it  should  prove  successful ;  but  they  are 
urged  to  promote  it  with  the  hope  of  creating  a 
market  for  their  productions,  which  may  protect 
them  from  the  evils  they  may  feel  on  the  possible 
failure  of  all  foreign  markets.     And  for  this  remote 
and  contingent  benefit,  for  this  possible  supply  of 
a  possible  want,  they  are  to  endure  many  priva- 
tions, to  submit  to  many  impositions,  and  to  jeop- 
ardize the  most  important  and  valuable  interests  of 
our  country.     Of  the  importance  of  our  foreign 
commerce — of  its  influence   on  the  revenue,  or 
even  on  the  protection  of  our  country,  it  is  idle  to 
expatiate.     But  one  view,  connected  intimately 
with  the  question  before  us,  we  wish  to  notice. 
Foreign  commerce  draws  wealth  from  abroad,  and 
those  engaged  in  it  may  prosper,  without  in  any 
degree  injuring  the  prosperity  of  other  portions  of 
the  community.     It  is,  in  fact,  the  great  principle 
of  life  which  gives  activity  and  energy  to  all  of 
the  operations  of  productive  industry.     It  ranges 
over  the  world  to  discover  the  marKets  in  which 
each  particular  commodity  can  most  advantage- 
ously be  exchanged ;  and  the  very  transportation 
of  these  commodities  becomes  a  source  of  great 
profit,  and  furnishes  at  the  same  time  an  arm  of 
defence,  which  no  nation  should,  without  very 
serious  consideration,  permit  to  decay. 

It  is  easily  seen  and  acknowledged  that,  by  this 
system,  our  foreign  commerce  will  be  deranged 
and  materially  diminished  ;  but  no  one  has  under- 
taken to  predict  the  extent  of  the  injury.  Indeed, 
tha  combinations  of  commerce  are  rarely  seen 
or  understood  even  by  those  most  deeply  engaged 
in  its  operations.  The  exchanges  that  appear  the 
most  simple  are  sometimes  the  result,  sometimes 
only  a  term,  in  a  series  of  exchanges  that  have 
been  made,  or  are  yet  to  be  completed  in  the  most 


distant  regions  of  the  globe.     The  commerce  that 
is  carried  on  with  one  country  is  frequently  de- 
pendent for  its  success  on  a  commerce  carried  on 
through  different  channels,  and  under  a  different 
aspect,  with  some  remote  and  unconnected  nation. 
When  we  touch  such  a  system  rudely,  we  know 
not  what  portion  may  perish  from  our  rashness  or 
our  ignorance.     Surely,  at  a  moment  like  the 
present,  when  the  commerce  of  the  whole  world 
is  embarrassed  and  debilitated,  it  would  be  most 
unwise  to  add  to  the  inevitable  evils  of  the  hour. 
Let  us  rather  foster  that  portion  which  remains ; 
extend,  by  every  possible  means,  its  enterprises ; 
and  give  new  vigor  to  its  exertions.    Every  inter- 
est and  occupation  in  our  country  has  suffered 
within  the  last  two  years  by  the  rapid  decrease  of 
the  circulating  currency  of  the  world,  and  by  the 
fall  in  the  price  of  labor  and  of  produce,  which  has 
resulted  in  part  from  this  diminished  circulation, 
and  in  part  from  the  steady  continuance  of  peace 
among  the  civilized  nations  of  the  globe.     But  of 
the  great  interests  of  our  country,  no  one  can  doubt 
that  the  mercantile  has  suffered  most;  and  if 
bounties  could  be  afforded  to  any  one  class  of  our 
citizens,  the  claims  of  the  merchant  for  past  losses 
and  present  embarrassments  would  be  the  strong- 
est.   Yet  on  this  class  we  now  wish  to  impose 
new  burdens,  and  render  more  precarious  the  still 
hazardous  ocean  of  commercial  enterprise.    Nor 
can  we  possibly  overlook,  on  this  occasion,  that 
class  of  our  citizens  to  whom  this  nation  is  virtually 
indebted  for  so  much  of  its  wealth  and  so  much  of  its 
renown ;  nor  think,  without  emotion,  of  discarding 
from  our  employment  and  driving  into  foreign  ser- 
vice the  seamen  who,  through  so  many  years  of 
discouragement,  continued  faithful  to  their  coun- 
try ;  who,  in  the  hour  of  peril,  have  always  beea 
the  foremost  to  rally  around  her  banners  ;  who,  in 
war,  have  encircled  her  with  glory,  and  in  peace, 
still  patient,  still  laborious,  have  quietly  returned 
to  an  arduous,  an  unceasing,  and  a  dangerous  oc- 
cupation.    With  such  a  race  we  wish  not  to  part. 
Another  evil  of  great  magnitude  presses  on  our 
attention.     A  duly  of  thirty,  fifty,  and  one  hun- 
dred per  cent,  is  called  for  on  all  articles  of  foreign 
manufacture.     This  is  virtually  to  admit  that  tbe 
productions  of  the  foreign  artisan  can  be  sold  in 
our  markets  at  one-half  or  two-thirds  of  the  price 
for  which  they  can  be  manufactured  at  home. 
Will  not  the  prospect,  therefore,  of  immense  pro- 
fits lead  to  the  illicit  introduction  of  foreign  man- 
ufactures— to  the  creation  on  our  frontiers  of  an 
organized  system  of  smuggling?    This  will  be 
the  more  to  be  apprehended  when  these  imposi- 
tions  are  opposed  to  the  general   interests  and 
wishes  of  the  community.     Public  opinion  will  no 
longer,  as  at  present,  guard   from   violation  the 
rerenue  laws  of  the  country.    Now,  they  are  con- 
sidered merely  as  the  means  of  providing  for  the 
necessary  support  of  our  Government ;  as  opera* 
ting  fairly,  mildly,  and  equally  on  all  classes  (^ 
our  citizens,  and  as  preventing  the  imposition  of 
more  direct  and  more  vexatious   burdens.     Yet, 
even  now,   intelligent  men  doubt  whether    the 
tariff  is   not  in  many  instances  unwisely  high, 
and  whether  the  temptations  held  out  to  smuggling 
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are  not  greater  than  a  prudent  Government  ought 
to  offer^  Under  a  higher  tariff,  the  duties  will  be 
considered  as  partial,  and  for  the  exclusive  benefit 
of  a  small  portion  of  the  nation.  They  will  be 
transgressed ;  the  revenue  of  the  country  will  be 
injured ;  and  the  Government  will  be  compelled 
to  increase  the  severity  of  our  penal  laws,  and  to 
add  enormously  to  the  expense  of  guarding  those 
laws  against  violation.  This  is  not  all.  It  is 
candidly  admitted  that  this  system,  if  adopted, 
will  so  derange  and  circumscribe  our  commerce 
that  we  shall  no  longer  look  to  our  custom-houses 
for  the  support  of  our  Government.  We  must,  as 
a  constituent  part  of  this  plan,  adopt  a  regular 
and  permanent  system  of  direct  taxation.  After 
having  paid  bounties  innumerable  for  the  support 
of  manufactures,  we  must  pay  taxes  to  make  good 
that  revenue  which  those  very  bounties  have  tended 
to  diminish.  We  shall  have  to  divert  to  our  daily 
support  the  resources  which  will  be  wanted,  and 
should  be  reserved,  for  the  hour  of  danger ;  and 
we  shall  incur  unnecessarily  the  risk  of  alienating 
from  the  Government  the  affections  of  the  peo- 

Ele.  We  have  yet  to  add  the  probability  (per- 
aps,  the  certainty)  that,  after  all,  this  great  effort 
will  be  altogether  useless.  If  these  manufactures 
can  only  exist  by  excluding  from  our  markets 
the  productions  ot  foreign  workshops,  what  power 
moral  or  physical  that  we  possess  can  secure  the 
exclusion?  If  Bonaparte,  while  enforcing  his 
continental  system  by  the  most  arbitrary  and  ^an- 
g^inary  decrees,  and  by  the  efficient  power  of  a 
great  military  despotism,  could  not  close  the  con- 
tinent of  Europe  against  British  manufactures  ; 
if  Great  Britain,  with  her  insular  situation  and 
her  multitude  of  ships,  cannot  prevent  her  coast 
from  becoming  a  great  mart  and  theatre  of  smug- 
glers, how  can  we  hope,  with  our  mild  laws,  to 
prevent  intrusion  on  every  point  of  our  extended 
and  unprotected  shores  ?  How  can  wc  guard  the 
long  line  of  our  Northern  and  Northeastern  fron- 
tier, even  from  the  mid-day  trespasser?  Our  rev- 
enue will  be  destroyed,  our  legal  and  honorable 
commerce  curtailed,  and  the  morals  of  our  citi- 
zens vitiated  by  the  temptations  and  frauds  of  a 
contraband  traffic ;  while  the  manufacturers  them- 
selves may  be  overwhelmed  by  the  reaction  of  their 
own  system  ;  for  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  our 
country  would  be  inundated  by  foreign  manufac- 
tures, liberated  even  from  the  impositions,  and 
those  not  light  ones,  which  they  are  now  compelled 
to  pay.  And,  surely,  when  we  examine  the  pres- 
ent claims  advanced  by  the  manufacturers,  we 
should  be  tempted  to  suppose  that  the  much  which 
has  been  already  granted  had  on  all  sides  passed 
into  oblivion.  The  tariff  which  now  exists,  and 
which  was  imposed,  in  most  cases,  for  the  par- 
ticular benefit  and  under  the  direction  of  the 
manufacturers,  is  probably  as  high  as  the  circum- 
stances of  the  country  will  bear.  We  have,  al- 
ready, perhaps,  transgressed  in  their  favor  the 
limits  which  principle  would  concede.  Our  man- 
ufacturers are  not  only  placed  by  the  side  of  the  ag- 
nculturists  ;  they  are,  as  far  as  Government  boun- 
ties can  operate,  advanced  and  preferred.  When 
has  the  agricultural  interest  called  for  bounties  to 


enable  it  to  continue  a  culture  which  has  been 
found  unprofitable  ?  Yet  this  may  become  neces- 
sary. In  Great  Britain  it  has  already  occurred. 
The  corn  laws  of  that  country  now  act  as  a  bounty 
on  agriculture.  They  are  a  necessary  supplement 
to  the  manufacturing  system.  The  Government 
has  been  compelled  to  adopt  them,  to  place  the 
farmer  on  a  footing  with  the  manufacturer,  to 
whom  so  many  bounties  had  previously  been  grant- 
ed. One  evil  has  naturally  produced  another.  Ev- 
ery interest  in  that  country  now  rests  on  an  un- 
natural foundation,  and  requires  artificial  support; 
in  consequence,  every  thing  is  precarious — every 
thine  unstable.  The  elements  of  convulsion  are 
on  all  sides  prepared,  and  nothing  but  the  power  of 
a  military  Government  prevents  the  explosion. 

The  only  stable  employments  of  capital,  those 
only  which  can  be  free  from  incessant  fluctuation, 
are  those  which  arise  spontaneously  from  the  sit- 
uation of  a  country  or  the  state  of  its  society. 
The  manufactures  that  can  only  flourish  during 
war  or  under  impolitic  restrictions — those  that 
wither  at  the  approach  of  peace  or  of  an  unshackled 
commerce,  merit  not  our  encouragement.  Those 
that  require  no  bounty  will  dread  no  competition  ; 
and  the  capital  and  labor  which  arc  employed  in 
them  may  be  considered  as  permanently  vested. 
If  we  begin  once  to  give  bounties — and  the  duties 
now  proposed  are  but  bounties  in  an  indirect  shape 
— let  us  make  the  system  uniform  and  equal.  Let 
us  give  bounties  on  the  exportation  of  cotton  and 
tobacco,  on  the  exportation  of  rice  and  flour  ;  let 
us  give  bounties  on  the  labor  that  brings  these 
commodities  to  our  markets,  and  on  the  vessels 
that  transport  them  abroad ;  let  us,  in  short,  give 
bounties  to  every  production  of  domestic  industry. 
If,  from  the  magnitude  of  this  effort,  we  recoil  as 
from  a  thing  impossible,  we  must  then  demand 
why  this  system  should  be  partially  adopted — why 
one-twentieth  part  of  our  citizens  should  be  en- 
riched by  bounties  drawn  from  the  labor  of  all  the 
remaining  classes  of  society  ? 

To  manufactures  we  have  no  hostility  ;  we  wish 
to  see  them  rise,  flourish,  and  attain  a  vigorous 
and  permanent  maturity  ;  but  we  wish  them  to 
advance  gradually,  as  our  wants,  our  means,  and 
the  state  of  our  society,  shall  be  adapted  to  their 
establishment.  We  think  it  unwise,  by  precipitate 
measures,  to  force  manufactures  into  a  premature 
being,  and  then  imp)ose  upon  ourselves  the  neces- 
tity  of  supporting  them  through  a  precarious,  a 
diseased,  and,  after  all,  a  temporary  existence.  To 
the  establishment,  at  any  cost,  of  manufactures, 
which,  like  the  munitions  of  war,  are  necessary 
for  our  national  security,  we  have  never  objected  ; 
but  to  an  organized  system  for  the  general  creation 
of  manufactures  upon  speculative  principles,  we 
pointedly  object.  It  is  at  the  thresnold  we  must 
yet  pause  ;  the  steps  we  now  take  we  may  not  be 
able  to  retrace  ;  the  pledges  we  now  give  to  our 
citizens  we  may  not  be  able  to  recall.  When 
thousands,  perhaps  millions,  of  dollars  shall  have 
been  invested  in  manufactures,  with  the  assurance 
of  public  support  and  protection,  we  know  not 
how,  with  justice,  this  system  could  be  abandoned, 
and  the  property  vested  under  such  assurance  be 
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devoted  to  irretrievable  destmction.  Even  if  the 
evils  attendant  upon  these  efforts  should  prove  in 
every  respect  pernicious,  and  should  press  sorely 
on  every  other  branch  of  national  industry,  we 
must  go  on.  It  is  impossible  to  point  out  the  lim- 
its at  which  this  system  will  rest.  The  tarifl" 
which  was  adopted  with  the  approbation  of  the 
manufacturers  in  1816  is  now  found  insufficient; 
the  tariff  proposed  in  1820,  if  it  should  be  adopted. 
after  having  induced  the  investiture  of  additional 
millions  of  money,  may  be  found  equally  unavail- 
ing. And  when  more  capital,  and  a  much  greater 
proportion  of  our  population,  shall  be  engaged  in 
manufactures,  the  influence  of  the  wealthy  and 
the  claims  and  the  necessities  of  the  needy,  whom 
we  ourselves  have  seduced  into  these  occupations, 
may  force  the  Grovernment,  even  reluctantly,  and 
with  a  consciousness  of  its  errors,  into  more  disas- 
trous measures — to  the  imposition  of  still  higher 
duties,  to  restrictions,  to  prohibitions,  to  the  neces- 
sity of  lining  our  coasts  with  armed  vessels  and  our 
shores  with  revenue  officers,  to  the  necessity  of 
injuring  the  best  interests  of  our  country,  and  de- 
basing the  character  and  moral  principles  of -a 
large  portion  of  our  citizens. 

To  manufacturers,  we  repeat,  we  have  no  hostility. 
We  wish  them  to  share  in  the  general  prosperity  of 
our  country,  and  repose  and  flourish  under  its  lib- 
eral protection.  But  we  perceive  in  them  no  fea- 
tures which  would  entitle  them  to  partial  favors  or 
peculiar  privileges.  Against  a  system,  therefore, 
designed  to  elevate  one  interest  in  society  to  an 
undue  influence  and  importance  ;  against  a  system 
intended  to  benefit  one  description  of  citizens  at 
the  expense  of  every  other  class ;  against  a  system 
calculated  to  aggrandize  and  enrich  some  States 
to  the  injury  of  others;  against  a  system,  under 
every  aspect,  partial,  unequal,  and  unjust,  we  most 
solemnly  protest. 

STEPHEN  ELLIOTT, 
CliaiimaH  of  tfu  ,neeting  of 

(he  citizens  of  Charleston. 
Jamcs  Jervey,  Secretaiy. 


INCREASE  OF  DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  December  18,  1820.] 

To  the  Senatt  caul  Hotise  of  Represetdatives  of  the 
United  States  in  Cotigress  assembled : 

The  petition  of  the  delegates  of  the  United 
Agricultural  Societies  of  Prince  George,  Sussex, 
Surry,  Petersburg,  Brunswick,  Dinwiddie,  and 
Isle  of  Wight,  respectfully  showeth :  Your  peti- 
tioners, a  portion  of  the  independent  agriculturists 
of  Virginia,  again  present  ourselves  to  your  hon- 
orable Houses,  respectfully  soliciting  your  attention 
to  the  present  state  of  the  tariff  duties,  and  your 
protection  against  the  wild  speculations  and  ruin- 
ous schemes  of  an  association  denominating  them- 
selves the  friends  of  national  industry. 

We  should  not  again  have  obtruded  our  opin- 
ions, still  less  our  arguments,  on  the  wisdom  and 
experience  of  our  representatives,  but  from  a  con- 
viction that  the  decision  of  this  question  is  of  vital 


importance;  that,  by  the  establishment  of  that 
system  of  exclusion  developed  in  the  tariff  bill 
presented  at^our  last  session,  the  commercial  and 
agricultural  prosperity  of  the  nation  would  be 
completely  prostrated;  the  whole  frame  of  our 
Constitution  strained  to  accommodate  this  mon- 
strous anomaly  in  a  free  Grovernment;  and,  as  a 
necessary  consequence,  nothing  left  of  our  boasted 
freedom  and  anticipated  greatness  but  an  empty 
name. 

Though  we  do  not  believe  that  all  who  support 
this  measure  are  aware  of  its  consequences,  yet  we 
cannot  conceal  from  ourselves,  nor  would  we  from 
our  fellow-citizens,  that  the  authors  of  this  project 
contemplate  nothing  less  than  a  radical  change  in 
our  political  institutions. 

We  cannot  persuade  ourselves  that  the  fabrica- 
tors of  so  formidable  a  machine  should  not  have 
calculated  both  its  powers  and  tendencies,  and 
adjusted  both  to  the  views  of  its  projectors.  That 
their  views  are  not  directed  solely  or  principally 
to  the  protection  of  manufactures,  we  are  con- 
vinced, by  the  single  fact  that  our  manufactures 
are  already  more  than  sufficiently  protected. 

The  present  tariff  duties  operate  as  a  bounty 
of  at  least  twenty-five  per  cent,  in  their  favor. 
Freight,  insurance,  commissions,  and  the  various 
other  expenses  of  information,  cannot  be  estimated 
at  less  than  fifteen  per  cent.  The  British  manu- 
facturer, the  most  formidable  rival  in  this  and 
every  other  market,  is  taxed  by  his  own  Govern- 
ment to  the  amount  of  one-third  of  the  whole  pro- 
duct of  his  industry ;  which  also  operates  in  favor 
of  our  manufacturers,  adding  thirty-three  and  one- 
third  per  cent,  to  the  former  amount.  The  extra- 
ordinary rise  in  the  value  of  money  in  this  country 
must  also  be  taken  into  account,  as  it  operates  as 
a  bounty  in  favor  of  our  manufacturers — the  in- 
creased value  here  enabling  them  to  procure  neces- 
saries as  well  as  labor  for  a  smaller  sum ;  while 
the  comparatively  low  value  of  money  in  Europe, 
compelling  the  foreign  competitor  to  keep  up  the 
price  of  his  goods,  enables  the  American  to  keep 
up  his  prices  also,  nearly  to  the  former  standard. 

The  aggregate  of  these  bounties  will  be  found 
considerably  upwards  of  one  hundred  per  cent,  in 
favor  of  our  manufacturers.  With  these  facts  be- 
fore us,  we  cannot  be  persuaded  that  theprotection 
of  manufacturers  is  the  real  object  oi  the  new 
tariff  bill.  But,  to  come  at  the  true  design  of  its 
authors,  we  have  only  to  investigate  the  obvious 
tendency  of  the  measure.  The  means  will  gen- 
erally discover  the  end. 

The  first  operation  of  the  prohibitory  system 
will  be  ruinous  to  those  immediately  engaged  in 
foreign  commerce,  with  whom  almost  every  indi- 
vidual, directly  concerned  in  any  branch  oi  trade, 
will  be  more  or  less  involved.  Other  nations  will 
retaliate,  by  excluding  our  products,  as  we  have 
excluded  theirs.  The  carrying  trade,  of  which 
the  superiority  of  our  vessels  would,  under  differ- 
ent circumstances,  always  insure  us  a  valuable 
portion,  must  cease.  Ship  building,  after  being 
brought  to  astonishing  perfection,  and  daily  be- 
coming a  more  lucrative  business,  will  be  forgot- 
ten ;  our  vessels  rot  in  our  harbors ;  and  our  sea- 
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men  emigrate,  or 


resort  to  piracy  or  smuggling, 
for  want  of  honest  employment.  Our  coasting 
trade  and  fisheries  will  soon  be  at  ;he  mercy  of 
our  enemies ;  for  neither  can  be  long  protected  by 
a  nation  without  foreign  commerce. 

The  mercantile  and  agricultural  interests  are  so 


been  unproductive;  while  millions  have  been  lost 
to  the  nation  by  excluding  the  silks  of  France  and 
Italy,  and,  in  return,  having  their  manufactures 
excluded  by  those  nations. 

The  abortive  attempts  repeatedlv  made,  since 
the  union  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  to  estab- 


intimately  connected,  that  the  ruin  of  the  farmer  lish  the  wootlen  manufacture  in  the  latter  country, 
must  follow  that  of  the  merchant  in  no  distant 
succession.  The  diminution  of  revenue  derived 
from  imports  and  sale  of  public  lands  must  be 
made  up  by  heavy  internal  taxes — the  principal 
weight  wiling,  as  usual,  on  the  agriculturist;  the 
price  of  almost  every  article  he  is  obliged  to  pur- 
chase will  be  mcreased  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
pampered  monopolist,  who,  competition  being  re- 
moved, will  be  limited  in  his  demands  only  by  the 
measure  of  his  own  cupidity — of  the  latitude  of 
which  we  have  had  a  fair  opportunity  of  judging 
during  the  late  war.  The  quantity  of  produce 
must  be  reduced  to  the  limits  of  home  consump- 
tion, as  we  can  no  longer  calculate  on  a  market 
for  the  usual  surplus  among  nations  whose  goods 
we  refuse  to  take  in  exchange;  without  exchange 
of  goods,  commerce  cannot  exist;  the  value  of 
lands,  buildings,  and  stock,  will  rapidly  depreci- 
ate; and  the  owners,  once  the  pride  and  strength 
of  their  country,  sink  into  poverty  and  insignifi- 
cance. 

While  our  independent  yeomanry  are  to  be  thus 
humbled,  while  their  proud  spirits  aie  in  training 
for  the  yoke,  another  party,  less  attached  to  the 
soil,  and  completely  dependent  on  the  bounty  of 
Government,  is  to  be  raised  to  opulence  and 
power,  to  be  invested  with  exclusive  privileges, 
more  especially  that  of  taxing  their  fellow-citizens 
at  discretion ;  and  this,  as  we  are  told,  for  the  sake 
of  national  independence.  It  is  more  easy  to  see 
how  zealously  such  men  would  support  even  the 
most  obnoxious  and  unprincipled  measures  of  a 
Government  on  whose  breath  their  wealth  and 
consequence  depend,  than  how  national  independ- 
ence can  be  promoted  by  the  oppression  of  a  vast 
majority  of  the  people  for  the  benefit  of  a  small 
minority. 

National  independence  has  always  appeared  to 
us  something  very  different  from  the  oppression  of 
the  people  and  the  creation  of  privileged  orders. 
That  this  is  the  end  to  which  the  prohibitory  sys- 
tem inevitably  leads,  we  have  no  doubt;  that  such 
is  the  favorite  object  of  its  authors,  charity  may 
still  hesitate  to  pronounce. 

The  history  of  any  branch  of  the  forced  manu- 
factures of  Great  Britain  exhibits  a  series  of  op- 
pressions so  extensive  in  their  range,  so  gross  and 
revolting  in  their  operation,  as  would,  we  believe, 
deter  any  friend  of  liberty  or  justice  from  repealing 
the  experiment.  We  collect,  also,  from  the  same 
source,  the  uncertain  issue  of  attempting  to  force 
manufactures;  for,  with  all  the  characteristic  in- 
genuity, patience,  and  industry  of  her  artisans, 
backed  by  powers  such  as  a  free  people  can  never 
delegate  to  their  Gk)vernment,  or  permit  them  to 
assume,  we  find  that  there  are  some  manufactures 
which  Great  Britain  has  not  been  able  to  force. 
We  note  the  silk  manufacture,  which,  from  the 
revocation  jrf  the  edict  of  Nantz  to  this  day,  has 


are  worthy  of  consideration,  as  immense  sums, 
both  of  English  and  Irish  capital,  have  been  sunk 
in  the  undertaking;  and  we  cannot  but  observe 
that  the  establishment  of  the  same  manufacture 
in  England  has  been  effected  at  a  price  no  free 
people  would  consent  lo  pay. 

These  facts  would  induce  us  to  suspect  that  the 
only  certain  results  of  the  system  in  which  we  are 
about  to  involve  ourselves  are  enormous  expenses 
and  gross  violation  of  principle. 

To  obviate  all  these  difficulties,  we  are  assured 
that,  by  the  establishment  of  manufactures,  a  home 
market  will  be  obtained  for  the  whole  of  our  pro- 
duce. As  this  argument  has  been  so  often  and  so 
confidently  reiterated,  it  will  be  necessary  to  ascer- 
tain its  value. 

If  we  already  supply  the  whole  people  of  America 
with  as  much  corn,  wheat,  and  tobacco  as  they 
can  consume  and  export,  besides  a  large  surplus, 
by  what  operation  of  the  new  tarifi"  bill  is  this  sur- 
plus to  be  disposed  of?  We  cannot  presume  that 
the  appetites  and  capacities  of  our  people  will  be 
so  much  increased  by  the  operation  of  the  shuttle 
or  the  gin  as  to  work  such  a  miracle. 

The  only  solution  this  difficulty  admits  of  is  the 
one  given  by  the  advocates  of  the  prohibitory  sys- 
tem, to  wit :  that  it  may  be  made  the  interest  of 
the  farmer  and  planter  tu  embark  their  capitals  in 
manufacturing  establishments;  that,  by  thus  dimin- 
ishing the  number  of  cultivators,  and  consequently 
of  produce,  we  may  get  rid  of  our  surplus  by  not 
raising  it.  Now,  we  really  consider  this  as  one  of 
the  most  impudent  proposals  ever  made  by  the 
most  unblushing  empiric  to  a  reflecting  people. 
The  agriculturists  of  the  United  States  (an  im- 
mense majority  of  the  nation)  are  called  on  not 
only  to  abandon  every  prospect  of  clearing  the 
millions  of  acres  of  rich  land  in  their  back  country, 
but  also  to  abandon  a  part  of  that  already  in  cul- 
tivation; to  consent  to  have  it  made  their  interest 
to  engage  in  manufactures,  by  the  joint  operation 
of  exclusion  from  market,  increased  taxes,  and 
manufacturing  impositions.  In  plain  English,  the 
hardy,  independent  sons  of  our  forests  and  our 
fields  are  called  on  to  consent  to  be  starved  into 
weavers  and  button-makers.  But,  be  it  remem- 
bered, that,  before  this  conviction  of  their  interest 
has  reached  them,  few  will  be  found  disposed  to 
purchase  lands  and  stock,  no  longer  valuable;  if 
any,  it  will  be  for  a  pittance,  not  sufficient,  pro- 
bablv,  to  pay  their  debts. 

These  people  would  really  persuade  us  that  the 
cultivation  of  the  earth  is  no  species  of  industry; 
that  all  are  idlers  who  neither  weave  nor  spin,  and 
may,  of  course,  be  fairly  proscribed ;  their  fields 
turned  into  deserts,  that  factories  may  be  estab- 
lished, (those  precious  seminaries  of  spotless  vir- 
tue,) where  the  daughters  of  our  ruined  farmers 
may  learn  industry,  simplicity  of  manners,  and 
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purity  of  mind  ;  and  their  sons,  temperance,  sober- 
ness, and  chastity,  as  practised  in  the  best  institu- 
tions of  Leeds  an«d  Manchester. 

That  the  despotic  power  of  driving  any  class  of 
citizens  from  the  employments  of  their  own  choice, 
and  forcing  them  into  others,  profitable  or  unpro- 
fitable, congenial  or  uncongenial,  has  been  dele- 
gated to  the  Federal  Government,  we  can  no  more 
believe,  than  that  the  authority  to  divide  our  people 
(like  the  Hindoos)  into  castes  has  been  conveyed 
under  the  form  of"^ powers  to  regulate  trade. 

After  demonstrating  the  ruinous  tendency  of  the 
prohibitory  system,  with  respect  to  the  agriculture,  ' 
commerce,  and  revenue  of^  these  States,  and  its 
entire  inconsistency  with  the  spirit  of  our  free  in- 
stitutions, it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  dwell  on  more 
remote  consequences,  amongst  which  mav  be  an- 
ticipated a  regularly  organized  system  of  smug- 
gling, introducing  in  its  train  fraud,  perjury,  the 
exercise  of  lawless  force,  swarms  of  tide-waiters 
and  sycophants,  increased  Government  expenses, 
and  an  immense  executive  patronage. 

We  cannot  restrain  the  expression  of  our  sur- 
prise that  a  system,  the  impolicy  of  which  has 
been  lon^  since  demonstrated  by  the  ablest  po- 
litical writers  of  Europe,  and  confirmed  by  the 
experience  of  the  greatest  commercial  nations  of 
the  world,  should,  at  this  day,  cost  a  moment's 
discussion  in  America.  England  confesses  the 
ruin  in  which  she  has  been  involved  by  the  pur- 
suit of  this  system,  and  her  inability  to  extricate 
herself.  The  commerce  of  Holland  has  been  com- 
pletely paralyzed  by  the  protection  afforded  by  I 
their  King  to  the  manufactures  of  his  Belgian  | 
subjects.  I 

The  idea  of  enriching  a  country  by  confining  I 
its  whole  wealth  within  it*  own  limits  is  a  mere  I 
chimera.  The  onlv  use  of  wealth  that  we  can  j 
conceive  is,  to  enable  its  possessors  to  procure  the  j 
necessaries  and  comforts  of  life;  and,  if  we  can! 
procure  these  in  greater  abundance  by  sending  ! 
a  part  of  our  wealth  abroad,  we  increase  our  hap- ; 
piness  in  the  same  proportion,  and,  in  effect,  in- ! 
crease  our  wealth  also.  | 

So  far  from  wishing  to  realize  the  vision  of  I 
supplying  all  our  wants  by  the  labor  and  ingenuity  ' 
of  our  own  citizens,  and  thus  being  enabled  to  in-  j 
sulate  ourselves  from  the   rest  of  mankind,  we 
would  consider  such  a  consummation  the  heaviest 
misfortune  that  could  befall  us. 

That  freedom  and  science  can  be  kept  alive 
amongst  a  people  only  by  an  extensive  intercourse 
with  the  rest  of  the  world,  a  glance  at  the  condi- 
tion of  nations,  ancient  and  modern,  clearly  estab- 
lishes. In  the  whole  range  of  history,  we  find 
those  nations  only  enlightened,  powerful,  and  free, 
who  have  cultivated  an  extensive  foreign  inter- 
course; while  those  whose  jealous  policy  insulated 
them  from  the  other  nations  of  the  earth  have 
been  ignorant  and  slavish  in  proportion  to  the 
degree  of  seclusion  they  have  practised.  Of  this 
latter  description,  the  Chinese,  Persians,  and 
Turks,  (and,  indeed,  the  whole  of  the  eastern 
monarchies,)  afford  most  deplorable  specimens. 

Considering  the  whole  system  of  bounties,  mon- 
opolies, and  protecting  duties,  as  tending,  in  all  its 


bearings,  to  interrupt  the  prosperity,  deteriorate 
the  morals,  and  subvert  the  liberties  of  our  citizens, 
we  respectfully  and  earnestly  solicit  your  honora- 
ble Houses  to  protect  us  from  those  evils,  by  dis- 
embarrassing every  species  of  industry  from  all 
artificial  impediments  and  restraints,  as  far  as  may 
be  consistent  with  the  production  of  the  necessary 
revenue,  and  leaving  them  to  the  surest  of  all  pro- 
tection— their  own  utility,  and  the  interest  of  those 
engaged  in  them. 

RICHARD  FIELD, 

President  DeUgatiim,  pro  tern. 
Edmujid  RcFFtn,  Secretary. 


[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  December  22,  1820.] 

Clarksville,  Meckle.nburg  Co.,  Va. 

December  7,  1820. 
To  the  Oyngress  of  the  United  States:    The  memariaJ, 
of  the  Roanoke  Agricultural  Society  : 

Your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  represent,  that 
the  section  of  country  in  which  they  reside  has 
hitherto  been  marked  for  its  quiet  acquiescence  in 
the  will  of  the  constituted  authorities,  and  a  be- 
coming obedience  to  their  dictates.  Removed  at 
a  considerable  distance  from  the  sphere  of  politi- 
cal action,  they  have  hitherto  been  contented 
to  remain  silent  (though  not  uninterested)  obser- 
vers of  public  measures.  The  maiority  of  the 
j)eople  consisting  of  independent  husbandmen, 
they  are  willing  that  the  afiairs  of  Government 
should  be  left  to  the  guidance  of  those  to  whom 
they  have  been  intrusted,  so  long  as  a  due  regard 
of  their  rights  and  interests  is  observed.  Believing 
that  the  course  of  public  measures  hitherto  has, 
in  general,  been  conducive  to  the  public  weal,  their 
voice  has  not  on  any  former  occasion  been  ob- 
truded on  the  ear  of  your  honorable  body.  But 
their  silence  has  not  proceeded  from  a  disregard 
or  an  ignorance  of  those  rights  and  interests. 
They  would  consider  themselves  unworthy  of  the 
high  political  enjoyments  to  which  they  have  been 
so  long  accustomed,  could  they  contemplate  with 
apathy  the  invasion  of  the  one  or  a  wilful  neglect 
of  the  other. 

The  tariff  bill  introduced  at  tike  last  session  of 
Congress,  and  which,  it  is  apprehended,  may  again 
be  introduced  at  the  present,  could  not  fail  to  agi- 
tate the  feelings  and  excite  the  alarm  of  your  me- 
morialists. In  that  measure  they  perceive  a  blow 
aimed  at  their  welfare,  which  the  voice  of  self- 
defence  calls  on  them  to  endeavor  to  avert.  It  is 
deemed  unnecessary  to  enter  into  details  for  the 
purpose  of  exposing  to  your  honorable  body  the 
impolicy  and  injustice  of  attempting  to  encourage 
manufactures  by  legislative  interposition.  The 
good  sense  of  every  reflecting  mind,  the  wisdom 
of  statesmen,  and  universal  experience,  bear  de- 
cisive testimony  against  such  interposition. 

The  peculiar  circumstances  of  each  country 
must  point  to  the  pursuits  of  its  inhabitants.  In 
one  like  ours,  reaching  to  every  clime,  and  em- 
bracing every  soil,  with  a  population  thinly  scat- 
tered over  it,  agriculture  is  the  occupation  to  which 
its  inhabitants  naturally  look.    They  possess  suffi- 
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cient  intelligence  to  perceive  the  path  of  their  in- 
terest, without  having  it  pointed  out  to  them  by 
their  law-makers ;  and  so  soon  as  it  shall  become 
their  interest  to  betake  themselves  from  one  occu- 
pation to  another,  they  will  do  so  without  legisla- 
tive compulsion ;  and,  until  they  lead  the  way,  it 
will  be  worse  than  folly  to  force  them. 

It  is  an  axiom  in  political  economy,  that  when 
a  nation  can  import  cheaper  than  she  can  manu- 
facture, she  should  not  pretend  to  set  up  workshops 
of  her  own,  but  should  rely  on  those  of  her  neigh- 
bors; for  nothing  can  be  clearer  than  that  if  the 
same  labor  devoted  to  raising  produce  and  export- 
ing it  for  exchange  will  procure  more  in  the  way 
of  manufactures  than  if  employed  in  manufac- 
turing, the  fruits  of  the  national  industry  will  be 
diminished  by  manufacturing.  Such  is  precisely 
the  situation  of  this  country.  None  are  so  igno- 
rant as  not  to  know  that  we  import  better  and 
cheaper  than  we  can  manufacture  ourselves.  In- 
deed, the  simple  fact  of  the  requisition  of  prohibi- 
tory duties  speaks  more  than  a  volume  on  the 
subject.  If  our  own  manufactures  were  of  equal 
quality  with  and  cheaper  than  those  imported, 
they  would  have  nothing  to  fear  from  foreign  com- 
petition ;  but  it  is  because  they  are  inferior  and 
dearer  that  their  sickly  tone  is  heard  praying  for 
protection. 

Your  memorialists  would  beg  leave  to  direct 
your  attention  to  what  has  been  said  of  our  pnj- 
Udiiuj  duties  by  European  politicians  of  great  ce- 
lebrity.    The  Edinburgh  reviewers,  speaking  of 
our   manufacturing   interest,   remark:  "Had  the 
Americans  acted  wisely,  they  would  have  left  this 
new  interest  to  defend  its  own  resources;  but,  in 
humble  imitation  of  the  wisdom  of  their  ances- 
tors, they  immediately  set  about   fostering  and 
dandling   the  rickelty    bantling;  and,  to  save  it 
from  the  effect  of  foreign  competition,  increased 
the  duty  on  imported  cotton  and  woollen  goods 
l>om  12^  to  25  per  cent.     This  increase  of  duty, 
(or,  which  is  the  same  thing,  this  addition  of  12^ 
per  cent,  to  the  price  of  all  the  cotton  and  woollen 
cloths  made  use  of  by  the  American  people,)  not 
having  been  found  sufficient  to  protect  those  rash 
and  imprudent  speculators  who  had  engaged  in  a 
branch  of  mdustry  which,  they  must  have  been 
certain,  could  only  exist  by  means  of  a  monopoly. 
Congress  have  favorably  entertained  a  proposal 
for  making  so  large  an  addition  to  the  present  du- 
ties as  will  go  far   to  render   them  prohibitory. 
Now,  we  feel  perfectly  assured  that  nothing  but 
the  example  of  Great  Britain  could  ever  have  in- 
duced the  American  Legislature  to  listen  for  a 
,   moment  to  so  monstrous  a  proposal.     The  bound- 
less extent  of  fertile  and   unappropriated  land  in 
that  country  must,  for  ages  to  come,  render  the 
raising  of  raw  produce  the  most  profitable  species 
of  industry  in  which  her  citizens  can  possibly  en- 
gage ;  and  any  attempt  to  encourage  the  prema- 
ture growth  of  manufactures,  by  forcing  the  in- 
vestment of  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  capital 
of  the  country  in  a  less  productive  employment, 
must  occasion  a  proportional  diminution  of  the 
power  to  accumulate  stock,  and  of  the  wealth  and 
nebes  of  the  country." 


Deeply  impressed  with  the  truth  of  these  re- 
mark.s,  your  memorialists  arc  compelled  to  ascribe 
to  feelings  of  favoritism  alone  the  officious  care 
which  has  been  manifested  of  this  "new  interest." 
For  the  purpose  of  forcing  and  pampering  a  puny 
and  comparatively  insignificant  manufacturing 
interest,  agriculture  is  attempted  to  be  grievously 
taxed,  our  revenue  diminished,  and  commerce,  in 
a  great  measure,  destroyed.  Thus  raised,  it  will 
be  like  the  production  oi  a  hot-bed  forced  out  of 
season  ;  its  curiosity  may  surprise,  but  it  can  never 
ripen  into  any  degree  oi  usefulness. 

But  there  are  other  considerations,  connected 
with  our  political  institutions  and  situation,  which 
may  be  suggested.  No  condition  is  so  well  cal- 
culated to  inspire  feelings  of  freedom  and  indepen- 
dence as  that  of  the  agriculturist  who  cultivates 
his  own  soil ;  none  so  fitted  to  debase  and  to  de- 
grade as  that  of  the  hireling  manufacturer,  who 
depends  for  his  sustenance  on  the  scanty  wages 
aflorded  him  by  his  wealthy  employer.  To  keep 
alive  those  feelings  is  deemed  indispensable  to  the 
preservation  of  our  republican  frame  of  govern- 
ment. Every  measure,  then,  which  has  a  ten- 
dency to  increase  the  number  of  the  latter,  and 
decrease  that  of  the  former  description  of  popula- 
tion, weakens  the  pillars  by  which  that  frame  of 
government  is  supported.  To  your  wisdom  it  is 
left  to  determine  whether,  in  the  hour  of  impend- 
ing peril,  we  should  look  for  defence  to  the 
sweepings  of  our  manufactures  or  to  tiie  yeomanry 
of  our  country. 

Again :  identity  of  feeling  and  interest  is  the 
cement  of  our  Union.  Without  it,  the  component 
parts  of  our  confederacy  must  hang  too  loosely 
together  to  withstand  the  jars  to  which  it  must  be 
exposed.  That  identity  would  be  destroyed  by  a 
rigid  system  of  prohibitory  duties.  In  the  nature 
of  man,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  the  agricultural 
and  commercial  portions  of  the  Union  could  ex- 
perience anv  other  feeling  than  that  of  the  bit- 
terest hatred  towards  the  manufacturing  interest, 
bjr  whom  they  would  be  burdened  to  the  utmost 
of  their  power  to  bear;  they  would  cease  to  feel 
as  members  of  one  great  family. 

We  have  no  favors  to  ask  at  the  hands  of  Gov- 
ernment, All  we  require  is,  to  be  left  to  ourselves, 
and  to  our  own  resources.  As  we  desire  not  to 
interfere  with  others,  we  hope  and  trust  not  to  be 
interfered  with. 

We  therefore  respectfully  pray  that  no  augmen- 
tation of  duties  may  take  place  which  will  have 
any  other  object  than  an  increase  of  revenue. 
THOMAS  M.  NELSON, 

President. 

Charles  L.  Wi.ngfield,  Seci-etary. 


DUTY  ON  SALES   AT  AUCTION. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  January,  i,  1821.] 
To  the  ho'noToUe  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled: 
The  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  auctioneers  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  respectfully  showeth :  That 
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your  memorialists  are  engaged  in  an  extensive  busi- 
ness, whose  general  influence  upon  other  branches 
of  trade  has  of  late  become  a  subject  of  much  con- 
troversy. Your  honorable  bodies  were,  at  your  last 
session,  petitioned,  by  those  who  consider  tne  inter- 
ests of  commerceas  unfavorably  affected  by  the  great 
extent  of  auction  sales,  to  adopt  such  restrictive  mea- 
sures as  would  tend  to  limit  or  suppress  them.  On 
the  failure  of  the  effort  at  that  time,  no  means  were 
left  unattempted  by  which  the  discordant  interests 
of  the  different  classes  of  the  community  might  be 
united  in  furtherance  of  this  enterprise ;  and  the 
application  is  now  renewed,  supported  by  more 
powerful  influence,  and  urged  with  greater  zeal. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  disclaim  the  in- 
tention of  urging  their  unimportant  interests  upon 
the  attention  of  your  honorable  bodies.  Their  re- 
monstrance is  grounded  upon  principles  distinct 
from  any  motives  of  private  consideration,  which, 
they  are  aware,  would  have  but  little  influence  on 
your  decision.  Their  object  in  addressing  you  is 
to  give  such  practical  information  as  will  lead^o  a 
just  estimate  of  the  nature  of  their  business,  and 
correct  the  misconceptions  that  may  have  preju- 
diced the  inquiry. 

The  result  of  your  deliberations  on  this  import- 
ant subject  will  materially  affect  the  whole  course 
of  trade.  A  system  which  has  gradually  grown 
into  importance ;  which  has  been  improved,  ma- 
tured, and,  they  might  almost  say,  perfected ; 
which  necessity  originated,  and  acknowledged  ad- 
vantages have  continued  and  enlarged,  will  be  es- 
tablished as  a  safe  and  salutary  medium  of  sale, 
or  suppressed  as  a  dangerous  and  pernicious  agency. 
Your  memorialists  cheerfully  submit  their  interests 
to  the  decision  of  your  honorable  bodies  on  the 
merits  of  this  question,  and  would  humbly  suggest 
whether  a  subject  of  this  moment  should  not  be 
approached  with  respect  and  delicacy ;  whether 
it  does  not  merit  the  most  careful  deliberation; 
and  whether  the  argument  and  evidence  that  in- 
volve the  interests  of  the  whole  should  not  out- 
weigh the  clamors  of  a  few. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  request  the  in- 
dulgent attention  of  your  honorable  bodies  to  a 
brief  exposition  of  the  general  nature  of  their  busi- 
ness, and  of  their  manner  of  conducting  it;  and  to 
the  correctness  of  their  representations  they  pledge 
their  individual  and  collective  respectability.  Your 
honorable  bodies  will  perceive,  from  this  detail  of 
their  general  practice,  that  there  is  nothing  to  war- 
rant the  charges  of  fraud  and  deception  which 
have  been  urged  against  sales  at  auction,  and  that, 
in  yielding  to  popular  impressions  derived  from 
the  objectionable  mode  of  conducting  the  business 
which  formerly  prevailed,  the  opponents  of  the 
trade  must  have  overlooked  its  actual  importance 
and  respectability.  Were  evidence  necessary  to 
disprove  these  calumnies,  it  would  be  found  in  the 
unlimited  confidence  reposed  in  your  memorialists ; 
and  the  slightest  investigation  would  have  cor- 
rected a  position  at  variance  with  the  very  nature 
of  the  business. 

Your  memorialists,  in  the  statement  offered  to 
your  honorable  bodies,  have  confined  themselves 
to  that  branch  of  the  trade  which  has  been  repre- 


sented as  productive  of  the  most  extensive  injury — 
that  is,  the  public  sale  of  imported  dry  goods. 
Other  commodities  of  every  kind  are  sold  under 
similar  regulations ;  it  would  be  obtrusive  on  your 
patience  to  particularize  each. 

Sales  of  dry  goods  are  made  at  auction  by  the 
package  or  by  the  piece  ;  and  this  is  the  only  im- 
portant distinction  to  be  observed  in  all  the  varieties 
of  the  trade.  Package  sales,  being  more  import- 
ant in  amount,  and  more  attractive,  by  the  assort- 
ments of  merchandise  they  combine,  excite  most 
interest,  and  are  attended  with  greatest  competion. 
When  the  sale  is  of  magnitude,  it  is  generally  ad- 
vertised in  the  principal  commercial  cities,  with  an 
enumeration  of  the  articles  to  be  sold.  Printed 
catalogues  are  prepared,  specifying  the  term  of  cre- 
dit, with  the  other  conditions  of  sale,  and  detailing 
the  contents  of  each  package,  the  number  of  pieces, 
the  varieties  of  quality,  by  number  or  otherwise, 
and  the  lengths;  all  of  which  are  guarantied  to 
the  purchasers.  The  widths  are  also  in  some 
instances  specified,  but  always  with  a  reservation 
expressed  in  the  conditions  of  the  sale,  on  the 
printed  catalogues,  or  published  by  verbal  ex- 
planation, that  there  is  on  that  point  no  war- 
ranty, except  that  the  goods  not  exhibited  shall 
correspond  in  this  as  well  as  in  every  other  re- 
spect with  the  samples  shown.  This  exception 
is  made  to  the  general  guarantee  to  the  purchaser, 
as  well  to  protect  the  seller  from  arbitrary  and  un- 
reasonable claims  as  to  establish  the  general  rule 
that  no  description  of  width  can  be  depended  upon 
with  as  much  security  as  the  evidence  of  actual 
observation  ;  it  being  well  understood  that  British 
cotton  goods  are  universally  invoiced  at  more  than 
their  actual  width,  whether  they  are  of  the  finest  or 
most  inferior  quality,  put  up  for  public  or  private 
sale.  The  misrepresentation  has  become  sanc- 
tioned by  universal  practice,  and  is  innocent  be- 
cause notorious.  It  is  no  more  supposed  that  goods 
invoiced  as  six-fourths  of  a  yard,  and  measuring 
but  a  yard,  will  produce  more  in  consequence  of 
the  exaggeration,  than  that  the  United  States'  duty 
will  be  calculated  by  the  custom-house  on  the  in- 
voice width  rather  than  upon  the  actual  measure- 
ment. 

The  packages  are  arranged  in  lots  correspond- 
ing with  their  numbers  on  the  catalogue,  and  are 
exhibited  sometimes  two  entire  days  before  the  sale, 
sometimes  but  one;  the  length  of  the  exhibition 
being  regulated  by  the  magnitude  of  the  sale. 
When  the  goods  are  prepared  for  inspection,  the 
purchasers  are  invited  by  public  notice  in  the  pa- 
pers to  examine  them.  Where  it  is  necessary  for 
an  advantageous  examination,  whole  packages  are 
opened  and  displayed  ;  where  it  can  be  made  with 
more  convenience  from  samples,  one  or  more 
pieces  of  each  quality  are  exhibited ;  and  where 
there  are  many  packages  exactly  corresponding, 
one  only  is  shown. 

Pattern  cards  are  exhibited  displaying  the  assort- 
ment of  colors,  &c.  The  purchaser  receives  every 
information  and  facility  that  can  contribute  to  his 
convenience  and  protect  him  from  mistake.  The 
goods  are  arranged  with  so  much  attention  to  the 
accommodation  of  the  purchasers,  that  three  or 
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four  hundred  packages  may  be  examined  with  care 
and  accuracy  in  one  day.  , 

On  the  day  of  sale  the  purchasers  assemble,  each  j 
prepared  with  a  catalogue  marked  with  his  esti-  | 
male  of  the  value  of  the  articles  wanted  ;  a  prac-  j 
tice  that  not  only  guards  the  buyer  against  any 
disadvantageous    excitement   which   competition 
naturally  produces,  and  refers  him  to  the  deliber- 
ate opinion  formed  upon  careful  examination  be- 
fore the  sale,  but  also  promotes  a  general  knowl- 
edge of  merchandise  in  every  variety,  and  creates 
a  useful  register  of  the  fluctuations  of  the  market, 
as  these  catalogues  are  generally  preserved,  with 
notes  in  the  margin  of  the  prices  at  which  every 
article  has  been  sold.    At  the  commencement  of  i 
the  sale  the  conditions  are  recapitulated  by  the  auc- 
tioneer, among  which  is  a  provision  that  no  allow- 
ance will  be  made  for  damage  or  deficiency  after 
the  goods  have  left  the  city,  (a  regulation  at  once  ' 
equitable  and  necessary,)  as  otherwise  there  would 
be  no  protection  for  the  auctioneer  in  the  settle- 
ment of  his  accounts,  or  for  the  seller  against  the 
fraudulent  claims  of  strangers.     This  being,  how- 
ever, at  all  times  a  declared  condition,  the  publicity 
of  the  rule  insures  the  prompt  examination  of  the 
goods.     All  merchandise  sold  at  public  auction  is 
warranted  by  the  auctioneer  to  be  perfect  in  the 
manufacture,  free  from  damage  and  imperfection, 
of  the  quantity  specified,  and  of  fair  merchantable 
character,  as  regards  the  description  of  width  and 
size.     For  this  the  auctioneer  is  held  liable,  as 
well  as  for  every  delusion  calculated  to  deceive  the 
senses  or  betray  the  judgment.     The  auctioneer  is 
not  only  legally  and  by  common  practice  is  res- 
ponsible for  the  correctness  of  his  merchandise,  but 
it  is  deemed  a  point  of  honor  and  of  common  jus- 
tice to  expose  every  art  by  which  the  interests  of 
the  purchaser  would  be  sacrificed  ;  and  it  is  no  un- 
common thing  for  the  buyer  to  acquire  the  first  in- 
formation of  fraud  from  the  auctioneer  himself. 
The  security  to  the  purchaser  is,  however,  neces- 
sarily subject  to  limitation ;  and  public  notice  is 
always  given  that  claims  of  all  kinds  must  be 
made  within  a  specified  period.     Immediate  redress 
is  obtained  for  deficiencies  and  damages  reported 
within  that  time.     The  deficiencies,  being  properly 
certified,  are  promptly  allowed :  the  damages  are 
settled  by  return  of  the  goods,  or  by  the  appraise- 
ment of  disinterested  persons  appointed  by  the  auc- 
tioneer and  the  purchaser.     The  period  established 
for  the  required  report  of  claims  is  a  matter  of  con- 
vention between  the  auctioneer  and  the  buyers  at 
the  sale  ;  it  being,  however,  understood  that  errors 
of  all  kinds  which  arise  from  the  neglect  or  inac- 
curacy of  the  seller  or  his  agent  will  at  any  time 
be  corrected. 

The  nature  of  this  business,  by  which  sales  are 
eflFected  and  accounts  closed  with  so  much  despatch, 
absolutely  requires  that  the  stipulations  specified 
should  be  rigidly  enforced ;  and  those  regulations 
cannot  be  deemed  disadvantageous  by  which  care, 
punctuality,  and  promptitude  are  promoted. 

Your  memorialists  have  entered  into  a  more  par- 
ticular detail  of  this  part  of  their  system,  because 
the  frauds  of  British  agents  and  others  are  alleged 
as  the  prominent  objection  against  auction  sales. 


Practical  evidence  is  not  wanting  that  imposi- 
tion is  most  eflectually  guarded  against  by  the  very 
means  which  it  is  said  encourage  and  promote  it. 
The  average  amount  of  deduction  made  from 
package  sales  of  British  dry  goods,  for  claims  of 
every  nature,  will  not  equal  the  one-sixteenth  of 
one  per  cent. ;  and  it  is  rarely  that  any  other  causes 
of  complaint  occur  than  an  accidental  deficiency 
or  an  unavoidable  damage.  Claims  based  upon 
the  suspicion  or  the  discovery  of  fraud  are  so  un- 
usual, and  would  tend  so  much  to  the  discredit  of 
the  proprietor  of  the  goods,  that  many,  if  not  all 
of  your  memorialists,  would  esteem  it  sufficient 
grounds  to  decline  the  transaction  of  further  busi- 
ness with  the  person  attempting  the  deceit.  Your 
honorable  bodies  will  perceive,  from  this  simple 
statement,  how  groundless  is  the  charge  against 
auction  sales  of  encouraging  deception,  that  the  evil 
which  is  made  the  basis  of  all  the  objection  against 
them  is  but  imaginary. 

Your  memorialists  have  detailed  every  part  of 
their  practice  in  the  management  of  package  sales 
which  can  be  of  any  importance  in  establishing  a 
correct  understanding  ot  the  nature  of  their  busi- 
ness. Rice  sales  are  conducted  on  the  same  gen- 
eral principles,  but  difler  in  many  particulars. 
Package  sales  are  resorted  to  when  entire  cargoes 
are  to  be  sold,  or  where  the  quantity  of  goods  is 
too  great  to  be  disposed  of  in  detail.  Large  as- 
sortments of  merchandise  are  daily  offered  at  the 
piece  sales,  where  packages  are  opened,  and  the 
goods  sold  in  small  or  large  lots,  as  may  most  tend 
to  the  interest  of  the  seller  and  the  convenience  of 
the  purchaser.  These  sales  are  regular  and  syste- 
matic, being  held  by  each  autioneer  of  extensive 
business  on  two  or  more  specified  days  in  each 
week,  and  are  principally  depended  upon  by  the 
retailers  as  well  as  the  larger  dealers  for  their  uni- 
form supplies  ;  they  are  held  under  the  same  im- 
plied regulations  which  govern  sales  by  the  pack- 
age. Every  article  is  opened  and  exhibited  on 
shelves  on  the  morning  of  the  sale  ;  a  sample  piece 
of  every  package,  as  it  is  offered  by  the  auctioneer, 
is  displayed  upon  a  counter  for  examination,  and 
several  others  distributed  among  the  company  in 
the  original  folds  j  the  rest  of  the  package,  it  of 
f  similar  quality,  is  sold  in  order  ;  but  the  same  pro- 
cess takes  place  whenever  any  difference  in  value 
[  exists,  or  where  the  accommodation  of  the  pur- 
chasers makes  it  necessary.  Ample  time  is  given 
during  the  sale  to  examine  accurately  every  article 
as  it  is  offered  ;  and  the  purchaser,  in  every  respect, 
is  secured  against  error  and  imposition,  by  an  open 
and  unlimited  display  of  the  merchandise,  and  by 
the  public  proclamation  of  every  circumstance 
known  to  the  auctioneer  which  may  tend  to  en- 
j  hance  or  depreciate  its  value.  Where  concealment 
\  has  been  used  by  the  proprietor  of  the  goods,  it  is 
I  necessarily  detected  in  their  free  exposure  to  in- 
I  spection.  Articles  imported  of  a  specific  length, 
I  which  arc  sold  by  the  pie<;e,  are  guarantied  of  the 
usual  length.  By  these  means  the  purchaser  has 
the  double  advantage  of  being  allowed  in  the  first 
instance  to  examine  minutely,  and  of  afterward.^ 
being  relieved,  if  he  has  been  unwarily  deceived. 
It  is  a  general  regulation,  that  claims  for  deductions 
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must  be  made  the  day  after  the  sale ;  but  they  are 
generally  allowed  if  notice  is  given  before  the  set-  i 
tlement.     These  precautions  operate  only  upon  ' 
obvious  damage,  or  upon  deficiencies  which  are  j 
evident,  or  might  with  ease  have  been  ascertained  : 
they  are  intended  to  guard  against  the  neglect  of  | 
the  purchaser,  not  to  protect  the  frauds  of  the  j 
seller.     In   cases  where   it   can   be   satisfactorily 
proved  that  goods  have  been  put  up  with  intent  to 
deceive,  no  exertion  is  wanting  un  the  part  of  the 
auctioneer  to  remedy  any  injury  sustained  in  con- 
sequence. 

A  credit  of  three,  four,  or  six  months,  is  usually 
given  on  sales  by  the  piece,  where  the  amount 
purchased  exceeds  ^100,  and  approved  security  is 
always  required  by  the  auctioneer.  Legal  interest 
is  allowed  for  cash  payment;  and  men  of  limited 
means,  by  a  combination  of  their  purchases,  secure 
the  credit  which  is  at  all  times  convenient,  and 
frequently  necessary — their  united  responsibility 
being  admitted  for  amounts  for  which  either  in- 
dividual would  not  be  accepted.  When  it  is  con- 
sidered that  these  transactions  take  place  daily, 
and  that  the  supplies  so  obtained  are  essential  to 
the  support  of  numerous  inferior  establishments, 
the  importance  and  value  of  the  accommodation 
will  be  evident. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  represent  that 
the  system  of  public  sales,  in  theory  combining  ad- 
vantages and  facilities  which  establish  its  utility 
in  extensive  markets,  is  attended  in  practice  witn 
that  despatch,  accuracy,  and  convenience,  which 
alone  have  extended  its  operations  and  confirmed 
its  necessity.  It  has  long  been  the  honorable  dis- 
tinction of  our  commercial  transactions,  that  frauds 
on  the  revenue  are  scarcely  known ;  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  auction  sales  have  had  an  influence 
in  establishing  this  character  for  mercantile  purity, 
inasmuch  as  they  encourage  so  strict  and  impar- 
tial an  examination  of  all  imported  merchandise; 
that  if  imposition  should  elude  the  vigilance  of 
custom-house  oflBcers,  it  cannot  escape  the  indus- 
trious observation  of  a  trading  community,  which 
is  ever  watchful  to  detect  fraud,  and  prompt  in 
proclaiming  it.  Let  not,  then,  auction  sales  be 
charged  with  the  encouragement  of  a  species  of 
iniquity  which  does  not  in  truth  exist,  and  which 
it  is  at  least  presumable  they  have  had  an  influ- 
ence in  suppressing. 

As  the  public  revenue  is  guarded  from  injury 
by  the  intervention  of  auction  sale.<,  so  also  do  the 
purchaser  and  consumer  obtain,  through  this  im- 
partial medium,  undoubted  assurance  of  the  secu- 
rity of  their  tran.saclions.  No  artful  mode  of  ex- 
hibition can  be  used  to  ensnare  the  inexperienced; 
the  examination  of  goods  is  deliberate  and  cau- 
tioU!( ;  and  it  is  fully  in  the  power  of  the  buyer  to 
protect  himself  against  the  possibility  of  error. 
He  deals  not,  as  in  private  contract,  with  one 
whose  interest  it  is  to  deceive ;  his  bargain  is  made 
with  an  unbiassed  agent,  whose  interest  it  is  to 
expose  deception ;  and  in  all  cases  of  injury  he 
looks  for  redress  from  a  disinterested  source. 

Goods  of  inferior  quality,  of  cheap  and  tempo- 
rary dye,  of  specious  appearance,  and  slight  fabric, 


may  be  collected  and  exhibited  as  evidences  of  de- 
ception encouraged  by  auction  sales. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  represent  that 
the  evidence  submitted  by  them  to  your  honorable 
bodies  must,  if  admitted  as  correct,  be  conclusive 
that  merchandise  exhibited  for  public  sale  cannot 
be  estimated  otherwise  than  at  its  actual  value; 
or,  if  its  apparent  value  be  heightened  by  artificial 
means,  that  the  responsibility  of  the  auctioneer  is 
pledged  for  the  exposure  of  the  artifice.  What  is 
It,  then,  that  encourages  the  introduction  into  our 
market  of  articles  of  worthless  fabric  ?  Undoubt- 
edly it  must  be  their  currency  with  the  consumer, 
who  has  no  immediate  and  direct  dealings  with 
the  auctioneer,  but  obtains  them  from  the  jobber, 
who,  himself  perfectly  aware  of  their  intrinsic 
value,  promotes  their  importation,  by  being  the 
principal  agent  in  their  distribution.  Your  me- 
morialists do  not,  by  any  means,  intend  to  repel 
this  charge  by  the  imputation  of  unworthy  motives 
to  any  other  class  of  men ;  they  are  of  opinion 
that  goods  of  inferior  fabric  are  necessary  for  the 
consumption  of  the  country,  and  that  the  prices  at 
which  they  are  sold  universally  correspond  with 
their  value.  The  dressing,  the  glazing,  and  deco- 
rations employed  in  the  preparation  of  inferior 
British  manufactures  for  this  and  other  markets 
are  so  notorious  that  they  do  not  deceive  the  most 
inexperienced.  These  are  not  new  inventions; 
nor  have  the  humbler  classes  of  the  community 
but  lately  learned  to  clothe  themselves  in  articles 
of  cheap  but  showy  fabric.  The  custom,  how- 
ever, is  falling  into  disuse,  and  a  taste  for  more 
simple  and  substantial  merchandise  begins  to  pre- 
vail. As  far  as  regards  the  employment  of  fraud 
in  the  sale  of  goods  through  the  medium  of  auc- 
tions, it  presents  itself  so  rarely  to  the  observation 
of  your  memorialists  that  they  cannot  but  doubt 
its  prevalence,  and  would  rather,  from  their  expe- 
rience, esteem  it  a  matter  of  congratulation  that 
the  country  merchant  can  come  into  the  market 
in  the  confidence  of  ascertained  good  faith  and 
fairness,  than  believe  there  can  be  reason  to  call 
either  in  question. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  represent  that  the 
periodical  exposure  of  large  and  general  assort- 
ments of  merchandise  at  public  sale  must  have  a 
tendency  to  promote  the  convenience  of  those  who 
resort  to  the  great  commercial  marts  for  their  sup- 
plies, while  it  benefits  the  importer  by  the  conse- 
quent increase  of  competition.  If  distant  pur- 
chasers are  attracted  by  public  notice  to  large  and 
valuable  sales,  where  they  may  carefully  examine 
the  assortments  that  are  offered,  effect  their  pur- 
chases, and  accomplish  all  their  business  in  so 
short  a  period  ;  if  the  holders  of  goods  may,  with 
so  much  despatch  and  certainty,  complete  the 
sale  of  whole  invoices,  at  the  current  market 
prices,  with  full  protection  against  all  risk,  and 
secure  the  advantages  of  prompt  remittances,  ac- 
commodations and  benefits  must  result,  that  would 
at  least  counterbalance  many  evils,  if,  indeed,  the 
existence  of  any  had  been  proved.  When  new 
plans  or  principles  are  suggested,  encouraged,  and 
established ;  when  men  of  different  interests  and 
views  coincide  in   their  adoption;  when,  after 
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long  and   successful   experiment,  they  are  con- 
firmed and  become  universal,  it  is  a  common  and 
reasonable  inference  that  their  popularity  is  the  i 
result  of  admitted  utility.     On  what  other  reason-  : 
ing  can  it  be  explained,  that,  with  a  powerful  in-  j 
terest  in  opposition,  auctions  have  become,  in  most  ; 
of  our  commercial  cities,  so  considerable  a  me-  | 
dium  of  sale,  that  both  classes  of  the  mercantile 
community,  the  buyers  and  sellers,  have  united  in  , 
supporting  them?     There  can  be  no  doubt  that  i 
when  public  convenience  no  longer  requires  their  j 
interference,  they  will  naturally  and   rapidly  de-  i 
cline,  without  legislative  interposition.  I 

To  those  whose  operations  are  conducted  on  an  ; 
humble  scale,    the   amount  of  whose  purchases  | 
must  necessarily  be  regulated  by  their  daily  sales,  i 
the  suppression  of  auctions  would  be  a  fatal  and  dis-  i 
tressing  blow.     This  numerous  class  is  dependent  j 
on  public  sales  for  their  regular  assortments;  their  ; 
responsibility,  though  not  adequate  to  purchases  i 
of  magnitude,  is  yet  suflBcient,  by  mutual  union 
and  support,  for  their  small  but  frequent  obliga-  j 
tions;  having  an  established  credit,  they  are  as-  i 
sisted  in  the  advantageous  employment  of  their  j 
capital,  while  their  intercourse  with  the  auction-  i 
eer  gives  him  that  constant  information  which  is  | 
his  best  security,  and  insures  the  prudence  of  their  [ 
engagements.    In  common  with  the  country  mer- 
chant, they  owe  to  auctions  the  advantage  of  pro-  ! 
curing  their  supplies  without  the  necessity  of  in-  j 
termediate  profits,  which  are  evidently  a  tax  upon 
the  consumer;  they  buy  their  goods  at  auction, 
and  the  fifteen  or  twenty  per  cent,  which  would 
have  formed  the  profits  of  an  intervening  class  is 
saved  to  that  part  of  the  population  by  whom  the 
difference  would  be  most  sensibly  felt.    The  coun- 
try merchants  go  into  the  market  on  the  best  terms  ; 
the  labor  and  difficulty  of  their  purchases  are  re- 
duced ;  they  select  from  the  daily  assortments  their 
necessary  and  regular  supply,  in  quantities  to  suit 
their  convenience.     The  price  of  commodities  is 
equalized  between  the  city  and  country  consumer, 
and  reduced  to  both  ;  and  the  country  gains  in  the 
saving  of  the  time,  the  industry,  and  resources  of 
her  most  valuable  citizens.     But  it  is  not  only  in 
their  immediate  advantages  that  auctions  are  a 
public  benefit;  the  influence  of  the  great  body  of 
strangers,  invited  by  their  facilities,  is  profitably  felt 
in  every  department  of  useful  industry,  and  imparts 
activity  and  animation  to  every  branch  of  trade. 

If,  then,  the  population  of  the  country  is  through 
auctions,  supplied  with  comforts  and  necessaries 
at  the  cheapest  rate;  if  a  saving  be  effected  in  the 
most  valuable  resources  of  the  nation,  of  what 
moment  is  it  that  a  wealthy  and  influential  class 
of  men,  who  are  provoked  to  hostility  by  the  loss 
of  a  productive  business,  denounce  auctions  as  a 
public  calamity,  and  influence  others  to  unite  with 
them? 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  represent  that  it 
is  to  the  influence  of  auction  sales  that  our  domes- 
tic manufactures  owe  their  introduction  to  general 
notice  and  that  encouragement  and  aid  which  has, 
in  some  measure,  overcome  the  prejudices  that  op- 
posed their  advancement ;  that  the  valuable  pro- 
ducts of   native  industry,  which  public  opinion 


discouraged  and  condemned,  were  forced  into  use 
and  estimation.  To  the  manufacturer,  the  aid  oi 
the  auction  business,  as  a  medium  of  sale,  is  al- 
most indispensable.  A  law  of  our  State  has  been 
obtained  for  their  encouragement,  by  which  the 
sale  of  domestic  goods  has  been  exempted  from 
duty;  and  the  great  disproportion  in  amount  be- 
tween the  public  and  private  sales  of  our  home 
manufactures  sufl5ciently  disproves  the  supposition 
that  auctions  operate  to  their  disadvantage.  Those 
manufacturing  establishments  whose  operations 
are  sustained  by  great  resources  may,  p«rhaps, 
view  with  indifference  the  decision  of  this  ques- 
tion ;  but  to  those  of  humbler  means,  whose  busi- 
ness is  almost  exclusively  transacted  through  the 
agency  of  auctioneers,  it  is  of  vast  importance. 

The  small  resources  that  would  be  quickly  ex- 
hausted in  limited  enterprise  are,  by  the  aid  of 
auctions,  continued  in  active  circulation.  The 
distress  consequent  upon  the  failure  of  employ- 
ment, durine  the  tedious  disposal  of  the  merchan- 
dise and  collection  of  the  proceeds,  is  prevented  by 
the  promptitude  of  the  sale  and  payments.  The 
manufacturer  is  aided  by  the  judgment  and  expe- 
rience of  his  agent,  which  render  his  presence  and 
attendance  unnecessary  ;  so  that  his  goods  are  sold, 
the  raw  materials  purchased,  or  his  funds  remitted, 
while  there  is  no  interruption  to  his  industry  ;  and 
the  time  and  labor  are  saved  which  would  be  con- 
sumed by  making  sales  of  his  merchandise  in 
detail. 

It  is  objected  against  auction  sales  that  they 
have  produced  a  revolution  in  the  commerce  of  the 
country,  and  originated  the  difficulties  which  it  is 
said  now  oppress  it.  Your  memorialists  would 
respectfully  urge  that  the  decline  of  business  may 
be  attributed  to  more  probable  and  evident  causes 
than  the  extension  of  auction  sales,  which  has,  in 
fact,  resulted  from  the  same  circumstances  that 
produced  the  decline  in  our  commercial  prosperity, 
and  has  tended  greatly  to  relieve  the  general  dis- 
tress. It  is  to  the  extravagant  introduction  of 
foreign  fabrics  after  the  late  war,  when  profitable 
sales  allured  to  importations  far  exceeding  the  or- 
dinary consumption ;  to  the  fall  in  the  cost  of 
goods  abroad,  when  our  merchants  were  overbur- 
dened with  a  heavy  stock ;  to  the  injudicious 
extension  of  business  at  a  period  of  hazard  and 
uncertainty;  to  the  loss  of  several  important  and 
profitable  branches  of  trade,  which  employed  our 
ships  and  seamen,  and  enriched  our  merchants 
and  our  country,  but  of  which  the  universal  resto- 
ration of  peace  throughout  Europe  deprived  us; 
to  the  extensive  scale  on  which  the  precarious 
experiment  of  domestic  manufactures  was  com- 
menced ;  and  to  the  embarrassments  of  a  disor- 
dered exchange,  that  commercial  distress  is  to  be 
referred ;  and  practical  men  are  aware  that  the 
interference  of  auction  sales  alone  could  have  pre- 
vented a  more  extensive  ruin,  by  their  forced  dis- 
tribution of  goods  throughout  the  country,  at  a 
rate  which  relieved  our  importers,  thougn  at  an 
admitted  sacrifice.  Such  were  the  causes  which 
produced  the  gradual  decline  of  our  commercial 
prosperity,  and  created  that  reaction  in  our  mer- 
cantile situation  from  whose  shock  we  are  but 
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now  recovering.  But  on  what  grounds  can  it  be 
urged  that  the  present  character  of  our  trade  is 
ruinous?  The  day  of  commercial  disaster  has 
passed  away  with  the  extravagant  enterprise  that 

firoduced  it ;  and  commerce,  reviving,  asks  but 
reedom  from  restraint  and  liberty  of  action.  A 
safe  and  advantageous  internal  trade  employs  the 
capital  and  industry  of  one  part  of  the  mercantile 
community ;  while  our  foreign  intercourse,  estab- 
lished upon  secure  and  beneficial  principles,  in- 
vites the  enterprise  of  the  other.  The  mass  of  old 
goods,  the  surplus  of  former  excessive  importa- 
tions, has  been  disposed  of,  and  a  field  opened  for 
a  lucrative  trade.  Commercial  credit  and  confi- 
dence are  established ;  and  though  our  own  pro- 
duce but  scantily  rewards  the  labor  of  the  hus- 
bandman, (an  evil  certainly  not  attributable  to 
auction  sales,)  yet  foreign  manufactures  and  pro- 
duce generally  have  fallen  proportionably,  while 
the  improvement  of  our  domestic  exchanges  de- 
notes a  composed  and  settled  state  of  things. 

Our  importers  have,  during  the  last  season,  en- 
joyed a  trade  that  has  well  rewarded  their  enter- 
prise. Our  market  has  been  enlivened  by  strangers 
from  every  quarter  of  the  Union,  and  presented  a 
scene  of  activity  and  succes.sful  industry  that  suffi- 
ciently relieves  auctions  from  the  charge  of  having 
effected  a  ruinous  change  in  the  character  of  our 
trade. 

Your  memorialists  are  represented  as  holding 
an  important  and  dangerous  monopoly.  On  the 
contrary,  it  is  their  influence  in  destroying  the 
power  of  monopolizing  that  renders  them  of  pub- 
lic service.  They  are  a  barrier  to  that  inordinate 
warmth  of  speculation  which  is  in  direct  opposi- 
tion to  the  principles  of  a  secure  and  moderate 
trade.  They  prevent  the  involvement  of  capi- 
tal in  the  attempt  to  engross  scarce  and  desirable 
articles,  and  those  ruinous  combinations  of  exten- 
sive dealers  which  frequently  distress  a  whole 
community. 

From  these  considerations,  your  memorialists 
respectfully  remonstrate  against  the  imposition  of 
legislative  restrictions  upon  a  business  whose  ad- 
vantages have  been  carefully  thrown  into  the 
shade,  while  none  but  groundless  objections  have 
been  urged  against  it.  Public  sales,  in  their  gen- 
eral character,  are  no  longer  the  resort  of  the  ne- 
cessitous, who  are  compelled  to  the  sacrifice  of 
property  by  the  pressure  of  distress.  Buyer  and 
seller  now  meet  on  neutral  ground  for  their  mu- 
tual advantage ;  auctions  are  employed  as  the  most 
secure  and  convenient  medium  for  the  sale  and 
purchase  of  merchandise  at  the  current  market 
rate ;  and  any  addition  to  the  present  charges, 
however  trifling,  so  far  from  being  a  productive 
source  of  public  revenue,  would  force  the  business 
into  another  channel,  introduce  the  practice  of 
selling  inconsiderable  samples  at  auction,  by  which 
the  prices  of  large  parcels  at  private  sale  would  be 
regulated,  encourage  frauds  on  the  revenue,  and 
operate  directly  as  a  tax  upon  the  yeomanry  of 
the  country. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  &c. 
FRANKLIN  &  MINTURN, 

And  others. 


BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  January  12,  1821.] 

To  the  hojioraUe  the  Speaker  and  Members  of  the  House 
of  Represe7itatives  of  the  United  States  : 

The  memorial  of  the  President  and  Directors 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  on  the  part  of 
the  stockholders  of  the  said  bank,  respectfully 
showeth : 

That  the  institution  of  which  they  are  managers 
is  laboring  under  several  grievances,  not  only  in- 
jurious to  the  bank,  but,  as  they  respectfully  con- 
ceive, to  the  nation  also,  which  call  for  legislative 
relief.  Some  of  these  arise  from  the  original 
omission  of  appropriate  legal  enactments ;  others, 
from  certain  provisions  of  the  charter  not  suited 
to  the  condition  and  circumstances  of  the  bank; 
and  one,  of  a  very  important  character,  from  a 
regulation  concerning  the  fiscal  receipts  of  the 
Government  of  the  Union.  For  the  remedy  of 
these  evils,  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  can  only  look  to  Congress.  Under 
the  pledge  of  its  sacred  faith,  and  by  its  authority, 
the  institution  was  established ;  and  their  natural 
refuge  is,  therefore,  to  the  National  Legislature  for 
that  relief  and  protection  which  the  citizen  has  a 
right  to  claim  of  his  Government.  Of  that  body 
they  know  they  can  obtain  nothing  forbidden  by 
the  sound  policy  of  the  State;  and  could  their  in- 
terest dictate  a  request  inconsistent  with  that  policy, 
they  would  forbear  to  make  it ;  but  it  is  under  a 
conviction  of  the  justness  and  correctness  of  their 
requests,  that,  as  citizens,  and  a§  a  portion  of  those 
whose  prosperity  constitutes  tht  public  good,  they 
respectfully  ask  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the 

f grievances  under  which  they  labor.  They  ask  re- 
ief  only  if  it  be  found  to  be  consistent  with  the 
public  welfare ;  and  if  it  be,  they  will,  they  are 
convinced,  not  ask  in  vain ;  while  they  feel  satis- 
fied that  they  will  be  able  to  show  to  your  honor- 
able body  not  only  that  their  claims  are  consistent 
with  It,  but  that  they  are  eminently  calculated  to 
advance  and  promote  it. 

Your  petitioners  are  aware  that  strong  preju- 
dices have  existed  against  the  Bank  of^  the  United 
States,  and  certainly  there  has  been  abundant 
cause  for  more  than  prejudice  against  some  of  the 
acts  which  have  marked  the  progress  of  the  insti- 
tution. But  these  acts  have  been  offences  not 
against  the  public  or  the  Government,  (except  as 
it  is  a  stockholder,)  but  against  the  innocent  and 
undesigning  stockholders,  on  whose  behalf  your 
petitioners  now  ask  protection  and  relief.  Of- 
fences of  inferior  turpitude  and  of  inferior  public 
injury,  under  almost  all  Governments,  have  been 
restrained  by  severe  punishments.  By  the  charter 
granted  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederation  to 
the  Bank  of  North  America,  it  was  proposed  to 
make  some  of  these  offences  felony,  and  they  were 
accordingly  made  felony  by  the  several  acts  of  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania.  But  though,  in  the 
progressive  experience  of  this  institution,  one  cx' 
ample  of  infidelity,  peculation,  and  fraud,  has  pro- 
duced another,  and  that  another  and  another,  and 
though  it  has  been  defrauded  of  millions  of  dollars. 
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it  is  yet  entirely  without  the  preventive  protection 
of  effective  and  appropriate  penal  laws.  Will  it 
be  believed,  too,  that  these  acts,  so  injurious  to  the 
bank — that  these  losses,  so  aflBictive  to  the  innocent 
and  suffering  stockholders,  have  excited  against 
the  institution  the  prejudices  which  your  petitioners 
now  so  anxiously  deprecate  ?  Yet  it  is  a  truth, 
that  those  are  the  sole  causes  of  which  your  peti- 
tioners have  any  knowledge.  For  they 'cannot 
believe  that  it  is  considered  a  crime  (at  least  not 
in  the  eyes  of  that  Legislature  from  whom  they 
purchased  their  privileges)  for  the  stockholders  to 
have  associated  together  and  to  have  placed  their 
property  under  the  protection  of  the  most  solemnly 
considered  act  that  has  marked  the  existence  of 
the  Government — an  act,  the  validity  of  which  all 
political  denominations  of  men  in  the  country,  (at 
long  intervals  of  time,  giving  ample  room  for  re- 
flection and  investigation,)  and  ail  departments  of 
the  Grovernment,  have  repeatedly  and  solemnly 
considered  and  confirmed.  The  usefulness  of  the 
bank  to  the  Government  and  to  the  country,  its 
purifying  effect  upon  and  sustaining  aid  oi  the 
currency,  its  support  of  the  public  credit,  and  its 
general  benign  influence  on  the  interests  of  every 
solvent  man  and  every  solvent  institution  in  the 
country,  if  not  readily  acknowledged,  your  peti- 
tioners believe  can  be  satisfactorily  shown.  But, 
more  effectually  to  dissipate  the  public  prejudices, 
if  any  remain,  your  petitioners  entreat  your  honor- 
able body  to  inquire  who  now  are  the  persons 
really  interested  in  this  much  injured  institution  ? 
They  will  be  found  to  be,  with  few  exceptions, 
original  subscribers,  who  have  continued  to  hold 
their  stock,  alike  ignorant  and  innocent  of  the 
fraud.s  to  which  their  interests  were  a  prey  ;  or  they 
are  unfortunate  purchasers,  who,  deceived  by  the 
false  appearances  which  the  affairs  of  the  institu- 
tion exhibited,  gave  an  advance  of  from  twenty  to 
fifty  per  cent,  on  their  purchases.  Among  those 
now  interested  are  all  the  classes  of  human  help- 
lessness; and  among  the  funds  involved  in  the 
fate  of  the  institution  are  those  of  charity  and  re- 
ligion to  no  inconsiderable  amount.  Of  these  facts 
your  petitioners  are  ready  to  give  satisfactory 
proof  to  your  honorable  body,  and  crave  to  be  per- 
mitted to  do  so,  if  it  shall  be  doubted  or  deemed 
material. 

Under  these  circumstances,  your  petitioners  will 
proceed  succinctly  to  state  the  particular  objects 
on  which  they  respectfully  request  relief  and  pro- 
tection of  Congress. 

First.  The  charter  provides  that  no  director,  ex- 
cept the  president,  shall  be  eligible  for  more  than 
three  years  in  four.  This  provision  has,  in  prac- 
tice, been  found  to  deny  to  the  bank  the  services 
of  those  men  who  are  best  qualified  to  administer 
its  affairs  with  safety  and  profit  to  the  institution. 
It  is  a  provision  not  contained,  your  petitioners 
believe,  in  the  charter  of  any  other  respectable 
banking  institution.  It  was  not  contained  in  the 
charter  of  the  former  Bank  of  the  United  States ; 
and  it  would  seem  that  the  provision  of  the  char- 
ter which  forbids  the  re-election  of  more  than 
three-fourths  of  the  directors  in  office,  at  the  time 
of  an  annual  election,  (to  which  your  petitioners 


have  no  objection,)  is  calculated  to  effect  all  the 
ends  of  the  embarrassing  provision  from  which 
your  petitioners  now  crave  relief. 

Second.  At  present  there  is  no  authority  under 
the  laws  of  Congress  to  punish  any  fraud,  pecula- 
tion, or  violation  of  trust,  committed  by  any  of 
the  officers  of  the  bank  or  its  offices ;  and  on  this 
point  the  State  laws  are  also  supposed  to  be  defi- 
cient. Nor  is  there  any  adequate  civil  remedy  for 
the  bank  against  its  faithless  agents,  who  may  the 
hour  before  their  dismissal  from  office,  while  the 
investigations  necessary  to  their  removal  indicate 
to  them  that  result,  take  the  property  of  the  bank 
from  its  vaults  and  withhold  it,  spend  it,  and,  if 
they  please,  give  it  in  payment  to  their  other  credi- 
tors, in  exclusion  of  the  bank  from  which  it  has 
been  thus  purloined. 

Third.  Under  the  charter  it  has  been  doubted 
whether  the  bank  has  power  to  authorize  the  issu- 
ing of  notes  not  signed  by  the  president  and  coun- 
tersigned by  the  cashier.  The  labor  and  the  time 
necessary  to  sign  notes  for  the  bank  and  all  its 
branches  are  much  greater  than  either  of  those 
officers  can  bestow  upon  that  object ;  and  hence 
the  bank  has  been  unable  to  put  in  circulation  a 
sufficient  amount  of  notes  of  the  smaller  denomi- 
nations, which  the  public  most  want,  and  which 
are  best  calculated  to  serve  the  intesest  of  the 
bank.  If  authority  were  given  to  the  board  from 
time  to  time  to  appoint  one  or  more  persons  to 
sign  notes  of  the  smaller  denominations  at  the  pa- 
rent bank,  under  the  superintendence  and  direc- 
tion of  the  board  and  its  principal  officers,  there 
would  be  no  public  risk,  and  it  would  afford  all 
the  aid  which  your  petitioners  desire  on  that  point. 

Fourth.  Under  the  fourteenth  section  of  the  act 
incorporating  the  bank,  the  bills  or  notes  of  the 
bank  originally  made  payable,  or  which  shall 
have  become  payable  on  demand,  are  made  re- 
ceivable in  all  payments  to  the  United  States, 
unless  otherwise  directed  by  act  of  Congress. 
Under  this  regulation,  the  power  of  the  bank 
to  make  its  capital  available,  either  for  its  own 
profit  or  the  public  good,  is  greatly  abridged. 
The  sphere  of  its  circulation  is  limited  to  those 
places  where  it  is  least  wanted,  and  made  to  ex- 
clude those  where  it  would  be  eminently  useful, 
while  the  whole  currency  of  vast  sections  of  the 
country  is  thereby  frequently  greatly  embarrassed. 

Your  petitioners  forbear  to  enter  at  this  tioM 
into  a  further  exposition  of  the  grounds  of  their 
application  for  relief  oo  these  points ;  but  respect- 
fully hope  and  request  that  your  honorable  body 
will  so  dispose  of  the  subject  as  to  ^ive  them  an 
opportunity  of  manifesting  the  justice,  as  it  re- 
gards the  Dank,  and  the  policy  as  it  re^rds  the 
public,  of  the  relief  and  protection  which  they 
respectfully  claim. 

On  behalf  of  the  board  of  directors. 

L.  CHEVES,  Pr(8id«nt. 

Attest:  Tho8.  Wilson,  CwAier. 


DOCDMENTS    ACCOMPANYING    THE   ME.MORIAL. 

The  Committee  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
beg  leave  respectfully  to  represent  to  the  commit- 
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tees  of  Congress,  to  whom  the  memorial  of  the 
bank  has  been  referred,  that  the  directors  of  the 
bank  were  forbidden,  by  the  nature  of  the  instru- 
ment, from  developing  in  their  memorial,  at  length 
and  in  detail,  the  particulars  of  the  grievances  un- 
der which  the  establishment  labors,  or  the  reasons 
which,  in  their  opinion,  authorize  and  recommend 
the  measures  of  relief  which  they  seek.  To  sup- 
ply this  deficiency,  the  committee  now  desire  re- 
spectfully to  bring  before  the  committees  of  Con- 
gress some  of  those  details  and  reasons,  which 
they  will  do  as  briefly  as  the  nature  ol  the  subject 
will  permit.  They  will  notice  the  several  points 
in  the  order  in  which  they  are  stated  in  the  me- 
morial. 

I.   The  ineligibility  of  directors  tcho  luive  served  three 
years  in  succession. 

On  this  point,  the  committee  beg  leave  to  con- 
sider, 1st,  The  evil ;  2d.  The  relief  desired ;  3d, 
The  possible  objections  to  that  relief. 

1.  The  memorial  states,  very  truly,  that  >the 
most  competent  and  safe  men  cannot  generally  be 
induced  to  accept  seats  at  the  respective  boards  of 
the  bank  and  its  offices.  The  directors  of  such  an 
institution  ought  to  be,  if  possible,  of  undoubted 
credit,  great  experience,  and  extensive  business. 
Neither  integrity  nor  abstract  talent,  nor  both,  are 
enough.  They  ought,  at  least  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  them,  to  be  men  extensively  engaged  in 
business,  and  well  acquainted  with  men  of  busi- 
ness. Such  men  not  only  are  better  qualified  to 
govern  the  affairs  of  the  bank,  but  give  to  it  their 
own  business,  which  is  valuable,  not  merely  on 
account  of  its  extent,  but  also  on  account  of  its 
character,  and  attract  to  it  numerous  customers 
like  themselves;  and  thus  secure  to  it,  in  the  ag- 
gregate, business  to  a  greater  extent,  and'of  a  bet- 
ter character,  than  men  of  a  different  description 
can  do.  Not  to  obtain  the  services  of  such  men, 
is  to  fail  in  managing  the  institution  to  the  best 
advantage,  and  to  limit  its  usefulness  and  its  bene- 
fits, both  public  and  private.  But,  under  the  ex- 
isting provisions  of  the  charter,  such  men  decline, 
too  generally,  the  station  of  directors  of  the  bank 
and  its  branches,  when  they  can  (as  they  always 
can^  obtain  seats  at  the  boards  of  respectable  local 
banKs,  from  which  they  will  not  be  periodically 
removed.  The  reasons  of  their  preference  are  ob- 
vious. It  is  desirable  with  such  men  always  to 
have  seats  at  the  boards  of  respectable  banks ;  and 
to  remove  them  periodically,  is  to  suspend  period- 
ically the  advantage  which  they  seek.  But,  be- 
sides the  motive  of  interest  or  convenience  which 
may  govern  them,  they  have  a  much  greater  ob- 
jection to  the  necessary  removal  required  by  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  founded 
on  the  unpleasant  feelings  which  it  excite;.  The 
bank  may  succeed  in  a  first  appointment,  but  at 
the  end  of  one  year  it  displaces  one-fourth.  This 
offends  those  wno  see  themselves  removed,  with- 
out admitting  or  believing  that  the  preference 
which  excludes  them  is  iust,  and  places  them  in  a 
light  of  inferiority,  which  mortifies  their  pride,  and 
often  provokes  their  resentment;  nor  are  these 
feelings  assuaged  or  subdued  by  exhibiting  to  them 
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the  original  charter,  which  renders  it  necessary. 
This,  however,  it  is  admitted,  must  be  borne  to 
meet  the  demands  of  a  prudent  jealousy.  But  the 
evil  increases  almost  in  geometrical  proportion,  as 
the  process  of  exclusion  annually  occurs,  until,  at 
the  quadrennial  appointments,  it  ends  in  a  state  of 
things  absolutely  incompatible  with  the  good  man- 
agement of  the  bank ;  for  as  many  of  tno  best  di- 
rectors who  were  first  appointed  will  be  retained 
as  the  law  permits,  and,  on  the  fourth  appoint- 
ment, the  whole  of  them  will  be  excluded ;  leaving 
but  one-fourth  of  the  preceding  board,  and  those 
who  compose  that  small  portion  will  have  had  but 
one  year's  experience.  Undoubtedly  the  bank  has 
succeeded,  in  many  instances,  in  procuring  the 
services  of  fit  men,  under  all  these  difficulties;  but 
it  has  been  the  result  of  good  fortune,  and  in  op- 
position to  causes  which  almost  necessitate  a  con- 
trary effect ;  and  it  is  hoped  the  National  Legisla- 
ture, in  its  wisdom,  will  not  see  fit  to  leave  such 
great  national  and  private  interests  to  the  sport  of 
chance. 

The  committee  find  it  quite  impossible  fully  to 
express  the  magnitude  of  the  practical  evil,  which 
can  only  be  understood  and  felt  by  marking  atten- 
tively the  operation  and  progress  of  it.  In  their 
humole  opinion,  the  change  desired  is  altogether 
indispensable  to  a  prosperous  and  safe  management 
of  the  bank. 

2.  The  relief  desired  is  simply  that  length  of 
service,  which  may  be  considered  as  expressive  of 
extraordinary  usefulness  and  capacity,  shall  not 
create  ineligibility.  The  request  does  not  embrace 
the  Government  directors,  nor  any  change  in  the 
provision  which  excludes  a  numerical  proportion 
(one-fourth)  of  the  board  of  the  year  preceding 
each  appointment ;  guards  which,  the  committee 
cannot  doubt,  will  fully  carry  into  effect  the  policy 
and  object  of  the  Legislature  on  this  point. 

3.  It  is  not  denied,  the  committee  believe,  that 
the  change  desired  is  calculated  to  promote  the 
interest  of  the  stockholders.     But  it  is  alleged  that 
banks  generally,  and  particularly  this  bank,  are  to 
be  viewed  in  tne  double  aspect  of  instruments  of 
private  advantage  and  national  good,  and  that  it 
ought  to  be  shown  that  the  tendency  oi  the  change 
is  not  likely  to  be  injurious  in  the  latter  view. 
The  committee  do  not  hesitate  to  admit  the  justice 
of  the  remarks ;  but  they  entreat  that  it  may  be 
considered  whether  both  ends  are  not  attainable 
by  the  same  means,  and  whether  the  means  pro- 
posed are  not  the  most  fit  to  accomplish  both.   The 
desire  of  the  stockholders  is  to  have  the  institution 
managed  by  the  most  honest  and  most  capable 
men  that  can  be  procured.     If  this  end  be  attained, 
the  national  object  will  undoubtedly  be  attained. 
That  commendable  jealousy  which  has  been  be- 
fore alluded  to  may  cease  to  be  wise  if  carried 
too  far.     If  carried  so  far  as  to  exclude  the  most 
fit  men  from  the  managicment  of  the  bank  and  its 
branches,  it  will  undoubtedly  be  carried  too  far. 
It   may   put  the  affairs   of   the  institution  into 
the  hands  of  designing  and  unprincipled  men; 
and  against  their  arts  the  provision  of  ineligibility 
from  length  of  service  will  be  a  security  feebler 
than  a  cobweb.    If,  then,  the  committees  of  Con- 
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gress  shall  be  satisfied  that  the  provision  which 
renders  the  best  men  ineligible  periodically  is  not 
calculated  to  keep  the  management  in  the  hands 
of  men  of  the  highest  integrity  and  capacity,  it 
will  follow  that,  to  meet  the  public  object^  the 
change  ought  to  be  adopted.  And  as  a  matter  of 
fact  and  experience,  in  the  past  management  of 
the  bank  and  its  offices,  it  has  failed  to  do  so. 

II.  The  punishment  of  frauds  upon  the  hank  by  its 

of^cers. 

On  the  policy  and  propriety  of  punishing,  by 
penal  enactments,  frauds  and  peculation  commit- 
ted on  the  bank  by  its  officers,  the  committee  deem 
it  unnecessary  to  enlarge. 

III.  On  the  substitution  of  agents  instead  of  the  pres- 
ident and  cashier  to  sign  the  notes  of  the  bank  of  the 
lover  denominatunis. 

On  this  point  also  the  committee  deem  it  unne- 
cessary to  dwell  at  much  length.     The  request 
now  made  is  unlike  that  which  was  some  time 
since  made  to  Congress  and  refused.     That  was 
to  delegate  the  authority  required  to  the  officers  of 
the  branches  as  well  as  those  of  the  bank.     The 
present  is  merely  to  authorize  other  persons  than 
the  president  and  cashier,  who  shall  be,  however, 
equally  responsible  agents,  to  act  under  the  im- 
mediate eye  of  the  mother  bank,  and  only  to  a 
limited  extent.     It  has  been  suggested  that  the 
authority  which  is  desired   might  diminish   the 
securities  against  counterfeiting.     This  would  bo 
true  if  the  officers  designated  were  to  be  temporary 
or  numerous ;  but  the  objection  will  be  entirely 
removed  if  they  be  not  more  numerous,  and  be  as 
permanent  in  their  appointments  as  the  officers 
who  now  discharge  the  same  duties.    All  this  the 
bank,  with  a  view  to  its  own  interest  and  security. 
Would  order,  should  it  not  be  prescribed  by  law, 
which,  however,  may  be  done.    That  the  authority 
desired  mav  not  be  misunderstood,  the  committee 
will  remarK,  (though  it  is  probably  unnecessary,) 
that  it  is  not  desired  that  the  bank  shall  be  allowed 
to  issue  notes  of  lower  denominations  than  those 
now  authorized  by  the  charter,  nor  is  it  desired  that 
the  substituted  agents  shall  be  allowed  to  sign  notes 
of  a  higher  denomination  than  twenty  dollars.   In- 
deed, tne  power  may  be  limited  to  those  of  the  de- 
nomination of  ten  dollars  and  under.   Or,  if  it  shall 
be  deemed  any  additional  security,  or  a  preferable 
plan,  to  abolisn  entirely  the  authority  of  the  presi- 
dent and  cashier  on  this  point,  and  require  all  the 
notes  of  the  bank  and  its  offices  to  be  signed  by  the 
substituted  agents,  there  can  be  no  objection  to  it 
on  the  part  of  the  bank.   Under  these  guards,  it  will 
surely  appear  that  there  can  be  no  objection  of 
public  policy  to  this  request  of  the  bank.     But  the 
grant  of  it  is  required  by  the  public  interest  as 
well   as  the   convenience  of  the   bank.     It  will 
scarcely  be  questioned   that  the  extension  of  the 
circulation  of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  of  the  lower  denominations  would  be  a 
public  benefit.     This,  however,  cannot  be  effected, 
if  it  be  required  that  the  president  and  cashier 
shall  sign  each  note.     The  duties  of  each  of  these 

offices,  in  relation  to  the  mother  bank  alone,  in- 


cluding the  transfer  department  of  the  bank  and 
the  loan  office,  and  a  complicated  voluminous 
daily  correspondence,  are  greater  than  are  assigned 
to  any  like  officers  in  the  United  States  ;  but  when 
to  these  are  added  a  minute  and  vigilant  superin- 
tendence of  the  business,  accounts,  and  general 
management  of  seventeen  offices,  the  aggregate 
constitutes  a  mass  of  labor  that  can  leave  no  time 
for  signing  notes. 

IV.  Circidation  oftlte  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 

States. 

No  subject  connected  with  the  currency  can  be 
of  more  importance  than  the  circulation  of  the 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  They 
may  be  made  infinitely  useful  in  purifying,  sus- 
taining, and  increasing  the  sound  currency  of  the 
Union.  But  they  are  but  partially  so  at  present ; 
and  it  It  not  in  the  power  of  the  bank,  so  long  as 
they  are  receivable  by  the  Government  at  all 
points  where  they  may  be  tendered,  instead  of  be- 
ing received  only  where  they  may  be  payable,  to 
make  them  co-extensively  useful  with  the  Union. 
Thus,  for  example,  the  notes  of  the  Western  and 
Southern  offices  are  receivable  in  Philadelphia, 
New  York,  Boston,  dec,  in  payment  of  all  debts 
to  the  Government.  The  bank  is  not  bound  tu  {>ay 
to  the  Government  except  where  its  notes  are  pay- 
able, though  they  may  be  received  elsewhere  ;  but 
It  is  bound  to  transfer  the  funds  of  the  CSrovern- 
ment  from  place  to  place,  and  could  only  gain  a 
little  time,  perhaps  with  inconvenience  to  the 
Government,  by  refusing  to  pay  where  they  may 
be  received.  It  has,  accordingly,  always  (except 
for  a  moment,  when  the  safety  of  the  oank  ren- 
dered it  necessary  to  ask  the  time  to  which  it  is  enti- 
tled,) paid  where  the  notes  were  received,  without 
reference  to  the  places  where  they  were  payable. 
The  result  is  very  embarrassing  to  tfie  bank,  and 
frequently  very  distressing  to  the  community. 
There  are  some  facts  which  it  will  be  proper  to 
state,  before  we  present  a  more  detailed  view  of 
the  evil. 

The  exchanges  between  the  West  and  the  At- 
lantic are  always  against  the  former,  which  is  a 
large  debtor  habitually  to  the  latter.  The  ex- 
changes between  the  North  and  the  South  run  for 
one  portion  of  the  year  against  the  latter,  and  for 
another  in  its  favor.  When  the  exchanges  are 
unfavorable  to  the  South  and  West,  the  notes  of  the 
Southern  and  Western  branches  all  pass  to  the 
North,  as  a  substitute  for  exchange.  They  are 
equal  to  cash,  or  very  nearly  so,  in  all  the  principal 
cities  north  of  the  Potomac.  They  are  so,  because 
they  are  receivable  in  payment  of  the  duties  to  the 
Government,  the  portion  of  which  [)ayable  to  the 
north  of  the  Potomac  in  any  quarter  of  the  fiscal 
year  of  1S19  was,  taking  that  year  as  an  example, 
nearly  as  much  as  the  whole  circulation  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  at  the  same  time,  and, 
of  course,  kept  up  a  steady  demand  for  the  notes 
of  the  Southern  and  Western  branches.  The 
union  of  this  demand  with  the  course  of  exchanges 
draws  the  whole  of  the  notes  of  the  Western  offices 
to  the  Atlantic,  and,  at  particular  seasons  of  the 
year,  the  greater  part  of  the  notes  of  the  Southern 
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offices  to  the  North.  The  revenue  collected  to 
the  South  being  comparatively  small,  there  can 
never  be  any  material  reflux  of  their  notes,  because 
they  will  be  absorbed  by  the  Northern  demand  be- 
fore the  exchanges  turn;  and  the  balance  of  pay- 
ments being  always  against  the  West,  there  is 
never  any  towards  that  quarter.  We  will  now 
proceed  to  enumerate  some  of  the  evils  resulting 
from  the  receipt  of  the  notes  of  the  bank  and  its 
branches,  in  this  manner,  and  under  these  circum- 
stances. 

1st.  It  greatly  deranges  and  distresses  the  money 
market,  Iwth  ot  the  places  where  the  notes  are  re- 
ceived and  where  they  are  payable.  The  Bank 
at  Philadelphia,  and  the  offices  at  New  York  and 
Boston,  did  not  receive  less  than  between  five  and 
six  millions  of  the  notes  of  the  offices  South  and 
West  of  them  in  theshort  period  of  fourteen  months, 
exclusive  of  the  notes  of  the  office  at  Washing- 
ton. These  points  were  obliged  to  pay  the  Gov- 
ernment the  amount  of  these  notes,  and  in  vain 
sought  for  speedy  reimbursements  from  the  offices 
where  they  were  payable.  The  state  of  the  ex- 
changes, which  caused  this  flux  of  their  notes, 
created  an  inability  to  reimburse  the  offices  which 
had  received  them  until  the  exchanges  turned. 
The  offices  receiving  them,  were,  ot  necessity, 
obliged  to  curtail  their  business  suddenly,  to  pro- 
vide the  means  of  paying  them.  Accordingly, 
the  curtailments  at  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and 
Boston,  within  the  same  period,  amounted  to  up- 
wards of  four  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars,  and 
exhausted  almost  the  whole  of  the  capital  placed  at 
these  points.  The  capital  of  New  '^  ork  and  Bos- 
ton united  was,  at  some  periods,  less  than  nothing. 
What  distress  and  embarrassment  must  have  been 
caused  by  these  circumstances  will  easily  be  con- 
ceived by  those  who  have  reflected  on  the  nature 
and  effects  of  the  sudden  withdrawal  of  a  large 
portion  of  the  active  capital  of  a  trading  com- 
munity. 

The  evil  suffered  in  the  community  where  the 
notes  were  thus  received  and  paid  was  not  all. 
The  offices  whose  notes  were  thus  received  and 
paid  were  necessarily  called  upon  to  provide  the 
means  of  reimbursement,  and  curtailments  to  a 
corresponding  amount  were  ordered  in  them,  and 
like  distress  and  embarrassment  produced  in  the 
communities  where  they  were  located.  Double 
the  amount  of  the  notes  thus  circulated  was,  in  this 
way,  withdrawn  from  use  to  provide  for  their  pay- 
ment. The  ag^egate  curtailments  in  the  four- 
teen months  before  alluded  to  (from  1st  Septem- 
ber, 1818,  to  1st  November,  1819)  were  upwards 
of  ten  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars ;  and,  it  is 
confidently  believed,  it  would  not  have  been  ne- 
cessary to  reduce  the  discounts  of  the  bank  a  single 
cent  but  for  this  cause.  When  these  reductions 
commenced,  the  discounts  were  very  moderate  for 
the  capital  of  the  bank.  They  did  not  amount 
to  ^2,000,000. 

Nor  is  the  extent  of  the  distress  and  embarrass- 
ment measured  by  the  immediate  effects  of  the 
reduction  of  the  discounts  of  the  bank  and  its 
branches.  The.«ie  reductions,  in  their  operation, 
throw  back  upon  the  State  banks  a  portion  of  their 


circulation,  and  reduce  their  deposites ;  and  they 
also  are  obliged  to  curtail  their  business,  and  add 
to  the  general  mass  of  distress. 

The  uncertain  liability  of  the  bank  and  its 
branche.s,  (as  each  is,  in  a  certain  degree,  liable 
to  pay  the  notes  of  all  the  rest,)  and  the  perpetual 
alteration  of  the  capital  of  each,  by  paying  the 
notes  of  the  others,  and  having  its  notes  paid  by 
them,  put  it  beyond  the  power  of  calculation  to 
determine  the  extent  of  business  which  can  be 
safely  done,  and  leave  the  bank  to  vacillate  be- 
tween the  hazards  of  rashness  and  the  fruitless 
results  of  a  torpid  prudence.  To-day  a  branch 
shall  have  a  million  of  capital,  and  in  three  months 
it  may  be  without  a  cent. 

2d.  It  diminishes  and  deranges  the  currency  of 
the  whole  country.  The  bank  was  under  the  ne- 
cessity, to  protect  itself  from  danger,  and  to  avoid 
charging  itself  to  an  unlimited  amount  with  the 
cost  of  adverse  exchanges,  to  forbid  the  offices  with 
which  the  exchanges  were  unfavorable  to  issue 
their  notes.  It,  however,  issued  its  own  notes : 
and  the  offices  against  which  the  exchanges  dia 
not  run  issued  their  notes  without  any  limit  but 
that  of  the  demand ;  yet  the  circulation  of  the 
bank  was,  by  this  cause,  greatly  decreased.  Thus, 
for  example,  in  the  short  space  of  five  months 
(from  the  1st  April,  1819,  to  the  30th  August, 
1819)  it  was  reduced  from  $6,045,428  to  $3,- 
838,386. 

This,  however,  does  not  show  the  entire  extent 
of  the  abstraction  from  the  currency  which  this 
cause  produces.     Let  it  be  supposed  that  the  cir- 
culation of  the   bank  is  four  millions  of  dollars 
and  that  one-half  of  it  has  been  issued  by  offices 
to  the  South  and  West,  and  is  in  use  for  the  pur- 
poses of  being  remitted  to  the  North  and  East.    It 
is  thereby  as  much  taken  out  of  the  currency  as 
if  it  were  destroyed  ;  and  it  leaves  only  two  mil- 
lions of  currency  furnished  by  the  bank.    But  the 
bank  will,  probably,  hare  four  millions  of  specie 
in  its  vaults  ;  and  it  cannot  safely  have  less,  under 
these  peculiar  circumstances :  this  sum,  also,  is 
withdrawn  from  circulation.     Thus,  the  bank,  not 
by  its  fault,  but  by  the  necessity  which  is  imposed 
upon  it,  has  withdrawn  four  millions  of  specie 
from  the  currency,  and  has  given  a  substitute,  in 
its  notes,  only  to  the  amount  of  two  millions.    In 
this  view,  the  currency  has  been  diminished  two 
millions.    But  even  this  is  not  the  worst  view  of 
it.     Let  us  suppose  that  the  notes  of  the  bank  and 
its  branches  could  not  be  converted  into  bills  of 
exchange,  (and  there  is  no  doubt,  it  is  presumed, 
that,  with  its  high  credit,  it  could  easily  do  what 
many  local  banks  have  accomplished,)  it  could 
circulate  two  dollars  of  its  bills  for  every  dollar  it 
should  have  in  its  vaults.     Then  it  is  supposed  to 
have  four  millions  of  dollars  in  its  vaults,  and 
could  circulate  eight  millions  of  its  notes,  which 
would  be  equal  to  gold  and  silver.     It  then  would 
have  added  four  millions  to  the  currency,  while, 
at  present,  it  diminishes  it  to  the  amount  of  two 
millions :  making  a  practical  difference  of  no  less 
than  six  millions  in  the  sound  currency  of  the 
country.     The  view  may  even  be  extended,  be- 
cause the  Bank  of  the  United  States  could,  had 
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its  capital  not  been  deranged  by  this  very  cause, 
have  given  a  greater  addition  of  the  currency  with 
the  greatest  ease  and  safety,  if  a  demand  had  ex- 
isted for  it,  by  increasing  its  specie.  No  evil  can 
be  greater  than  a  decreasing  currency.  In  the 
words  of  a  great  man,  "  poverty,  and  beggary,  and 
sloth,"  follow  in  its  train. 

But  this  evil  of  a  decreasing  currency  will  noi 
occur  as  a  rare  calamity  once,  perhaps,  in  a  cen- 
tury ;  but  will  be  renewed  with  every  flux  and 
reflux  of  the  exchanges  between  the  different  por- 
tions of  the  country,  as  long  as  the  bills  of  the 


will  be  many  other  instances  of  their  being  under 
their  nominal  value.  They  are,  however,  always 
only  a  commodity  where  they  are  not  payable, 
and  their  price  will  depend  on  the  quantity  in 
market  and  the  demand  for  them  ;  the  demand 
for  them  will  depend  on  the  amount  of  revenue 
payable  in  the  place  where  they  are  held  compared 
with  the  quantity  in  the  market.  They  will  serve 
no  purpose  of  a  general  currency  against  the  cur- 
rent of  exchange  J  nor  will  they  ever,  under  any 
circumstances,  serve  the  purpose  of  a  currency,  in 
a  correct  sense,  where  they  are  not  payable.     Tney 


as  long  as  ine  oius  oi  lue  i  atuiicuiacna^,  »»utic  mi  j  ait  uwi  pu.uc/i^..      *utj 
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3d.  It  makes  the  necessary  public  burdens,  in 
some  instances,  doubly  oppressive.  In  all  the 
States  south  of  Virginia,  and  in  nearly,  if  not  all, 
the  Western  States,  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  does  not  expend  half  the  revenue  it  col- 
lects ;  the  surplus  must  be  remitted  to  other  points, 
where  it  is  necessarily  to  be  expended.  This 
draws  so  much  of  the  capital  of  those  States  from 
them,  and  adds  it  to  the  capital  of  another — New 
York,  for  example.  This  is  not  a  subject  of  com- 
plaint, though  it  is  certainly  an  evil.  But  when 
the  revenue  of  New  York  is  collected  in  the  notes 
of  the  offices  of  the  South  and  West,  perhaps  to 
an  equal  amount,  and  drawn  from  the  necessary 
currency  of  these  portions  of  the  country,  the  evil 

Eroduced  by  the  remittance  of  the  surplus  revenue 
ecomes  intolerable,  because  the  means  of  making 
it  have  been  taken  away.  The  capital  of  these 
States  is  fettered  by  the  necessary  curtailments  of 
their  banks;  their  currency  is  diminished,  and 
that  state  of  things  which  is  called  a  scarcity  of 
money  is  produced ;  exchange  rises,  and,  when 
the  revenue  is  to  be  remitted,  the  means  of  doing 
it  no  longer  exist. 

These  are  the  principal  disadvantages  arising 
from  the  receipt  by  the  Government  of  the  notes 
of  the  bank  and  its  oflSces  where  they  are  not 
payable.  There  are  many  others,  some  of  which 
are  scarcely  inferior  in  importance.  Among  them, 
none,  perhaps,  are  more  worthy  of  notice  than  the 
disadvantages  suffered  in  those  very  particulars  in 
which  it  is  supposed  the  present  practice  is  bene- 
ficial to  the  Government  and  the  countrv. 

The  following  are  the  advantages  which  have 
been  supposed  to  result  from  the  existing  regula- 
tion : 

1st.  It  is  supposed  that  the  notes  form,  as  at 
present  received,  a  currency  coextensive  in  its 
sphere  with  the  limits  of  the  Union. 

2d.  That  they  form  a  substitute  for  exchange, 
free  of  the  usual  expense. 

3d.  That  they  form  a  sound  currency,  especial- 
ly calculated  for  the  payment  of  debts  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

1st.  The  notes  of  the  bank  and  its  officers  cer- 
tainly do  possess,  as  at  present  received,  a  credit 
coextensive  with  the  limits  of  the  Union,  but  they 
are  by  no  means  invariably  of  their  nominal  value 
at  all  times  and  places.  From  the  middle  of  De- 
cember to  the  middle  of  March  or  April  the  notes 
of  the  bank  and  the  Northern  offices  will  gene- 
rally be  at  a  discount  in  the  South.     And  there 


according  to  circumstances.  Even  on  the  spot 
where  they  are  issued  they  will  frequently  bear  a 
premium,  unless  they  are  freely  issued.  In  Ohio, 
for  example,  they  are  said  to  have  commanded 
fifty  per  cent,  premium  in  the  current  money  of 
the  State.  But  the  overruling  difficulty  will  be 
that  the  bank,  in  its  own  defence,  will  not  issue 
its  notes  where  they  are  to  be  used  as  a  substitute 
for  exchange ;  and  it  is  only  when  they  can  be 
thus  advantageously  used  that  they  are  supposed 
to  serve  the  purpose  of  general  currency.  But 
this  will  be  more  properly  considered  under  the 
next  head. 

For  one  object  of  a  general  currency,  (the  only 
one  for  which  such  a  currency  is  either  desirable 
or  practicable,)  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has 
furnished  the  most  admirable  expedient  that  has 
ever  existed  in  any  country — we  mean  a  currency 
for  the  use  of  travellers.  By  making  its  five  dol- 
lar bills  payable  at  all  its  branches,  there  is  no  spot  in 
the  twenty-two  States  of  the  Union  at  which  4hey 
will  not  be  preferable  to  gold  and  silver  ;  and  there 
will  be  few  places  where  they  will  not  be  instant- 
ly convertible  into  these  metals.  More  in  this 
way  need  not  be  done  than  to  multiply  them, 
which  the  bank  will  no  doubt  do  to  the  extent  of 
the  demand,  if  the  receipt  of  its  other  notes  by  the 
Government,  at  all  points,  be  not  allowed  to  con- 
tinue embarrassments  which  may  lessen  or  destroy 
its  ability  to  do  so. 

2d.  They  do  serve  the  purpose  of  exchange, 
and,  if  they  can  be  drawn  directly  from  the  bank 
or  its  offices,  they  will  of  course  be  free  of  the 
usual  expense  of  exchange.  But  this  very  rarely 
happens.  The  person  who  uses  them  as  exchange 
has  generally  to  pay  to  some  low  or  cunning  dealer 
in  money  a  premium  higher  than  a  just  premium 
on  exchange  in  its  accustomed  form.  And  though 
there  was,  until  the  last  twenty  months,  no  restraint 
on  the  issue  of  notes  by  the  offices,  the  bank,  unless 
it  choose  wantonly  to  waste  the  capital  of  the 
stockholders,  cannot,  and  will  not  in  future,  suffer 
its  notes,  under  an  adverse  state  of  exchange,  to 
be  issued  at  one  office,  to  create  a  demand  at 
another,  where  money  is  from  five  to  ten  per  cent, 
more  valuable.  This  is  no  part  of  the  duty  of  the 
bank,  and  its  burdens  are  sufficiently  great  with- 
out adding  to  them.  The  bank  will,  with  a  view 
to  its  own  just  interests,  furnish  exchange,  when- 
ever and  wherever  it  may  have  the  ability  to  do 
so,  at  fair  and  reasonable  rates. 

Exchange,  like  all  other  mercantile  transactions, 
but  in  a  more  especial  degree,  depends  for  its  fair 


1545 


APPENDIX. 


1546 


Bank  of  the  United  StaU$. 


operation  on  an  unembarrassed  money  market,  on 
a  well-adjusted  currency,  and  on  a  state  of  estab- 
lished confidence.    We  have  seen  that  the  receipt 
by  the  Government  of  the  notes  of  the  bank  and 
its  branches  where  they  are  not  payable  has  a 
powerful  effect  in  distressing  the  money  market, 
diminishing  the  currency,  and  impairing  the  pe- 
cuniary ability  of  the  States  from  whence  they  are 
drawn  to  be  used  as  a  substitute  for  exchange  ;  and 
we  must  therefore  infer  that  it  is  a  most  unhappy 
means  of  supplying  or  facilitating  exchanges.    But 
why  should  the  Bank  furnish  exchange  free  of 
expense  ?     Is  not   the  premium   of  exchange  as 
justly  chargeable  on  the  operations  of  commerce 
as  any  other  charge  ?     Why  make  the  bank  pay 
the  price  of  exchange  on  the  funds  with  which  a 
cargo   may   be  purchased   in  South  Carolina  or 
Georgia,  and  not  the  freight  ?     Why  should  a  de- 
sire exist — how  can  a  desire  justly  exist — to  throw 
this  charge  on  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  rather  than  on  any  other  portion  of  : 
the  people  ?     They  are  certainly,  in  a  very  pecu-  j 
liar  degree,  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  General  I 
Government.     With  it  the  bank   originated.     It  ' 
was  in  the  confidence  of  its  strength,  of  its  faith,  and  [ 
of  its  wisdom,  that  the  present  holders  subscribed  j 
for  or  bought  the  stock  they  hold.     There  was,  | 
unfortunately,  gross  and  unprincipled  gambling  in  i 
the  stock,  but  not  by  those  who  hold  it.     Few  of  j 
them  would  probably  have  become  interested  in  j 
the  institution,  had  it  not  been  for  the  high  degree  i 
of  confidence  they  placed  in  the  management  of 
an  establishment  which  was  under  the  immediate 
eyeand  protection  of  the  Grovernment.  Thepresent 
holders  are  either  original  subscribers,  innocent  of 
the  frauds  and  speculations  which  have  been  so 
justly  the  subject  of  reprobation ;  or  they  are  in- 
jured persons,  who  have  given  twenty,  thirty,  forty, 
and  fifty  per  cent,  advance  for  the  stock.     If  this 
fact  be  doubted,  let  it  be  inquired  into. 

If  the  stock  list  be  regarded,  it  will  be  seen  that 
large  portions  of  the  stock  are  held  by  all  the 
classes  of  human  helplessness — by  the  aged  and 
infirm,  by  the  widow  and  the  infant,  and  by  char- 
itable and  religious  institutions.  Are  they  fit  sub- 
jects to  be  charged  with  the  burdens  of  commerce, 
and  with  the  equalizing  of  the  exchanges?  The 
people  of  the  United  States,  generally,  are  direct 
owners  of  one-fifth  part  of  this  stock.  Is  there  any 
reason  why  they  should  bear  one-fifth  of  this  par- 
ticular charge  on  commerce  ?  Is  this  charge  to 
be  imposed  on  the  bank,  on  the  ground  of  enor- 
mous profits?  That,  unfortunately,  cannot  be 
Eretended.  The  present  stockholders  have  been 
eavy  losers,  and  have  had  their  capital  diminished ; 
while  the  bank  has  paid  large  pecuniary  conside- 
rations, for  its  privileges,  and  has  rendered  inval- 
uable services  to  the  Government.  On  what 
ground,  then,  it  is  respectfully  asked,  can  a  desire 
exist  to  heap  so  unreasonable  a  burden  on  this  in- 
stitution ?  But  these  pages  are  not  intended  to 
supplicate  an  exemption  from  any  obligation  that 
can  be  legally  imposed,  though  it  be  harsh  or  dis- 
tressing, if  it  have  any  foundation  in  public  pol- 
icy. If  it  have  any  foundation  in  public  policy, 
disregard  that  fostering  protection  of  the  Govern- 


ment, which  the  citizens  ought  to  be  taught  to 
expect,  and  which  attracted,  no  doubt,  the  honest 
portion  of  the  stockholders  to  a  bank  which  was 
national,  in  which  the  Government  was  a  partno*, 
and  in  the  management  of  which  it  largelv  parti- 
cipates through  its  directors.  Spare  not  the  fund 
of  charity,  the  sacred  deposite  of  the  church,  the 
bread  of  tne  hungry,  or  the  pittance  of  the  wretched. 
Let  these  hallowed  funds  be  made  to  bear  exclu- 
sively the  burden  of  paying  the  expense  of  a  com- 
mon mercantile  operation,  if  they  can  be  made  to 
serve  the  end  ;  but,  before  this  sacrifice  be  made, 
(which  surely  cannot  be  made  without  some 
compunctious  visitations,)  let  us  dispassionately 
inquire,  can  they  be  made  to  serve  the  purpose 
intended  ? 

We  have  said,  that  if  a  local  circulation  were 
allowed  to  the  bank,  it  would  furnish  exchange  on 
fairer  terms,  and  at  a  lower  rate,  than  is  now  paid 
for  its  notes ;  that  its  own  interest  would  limit  it 
to  fair  and  moderate  premiums ;  and  that  these 
would  be  enforced  by  an  unembarrassed  money 
market,  a  well  adjusted  currency,  and  an  estab- 
lished confidence.     All  this  we  conceive  to  be  de- 
monstrable.    Some,  however,  think   differently, 
and  suppose  that  private  competition  would  be  un- 
availing against  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  it  might  demand  exorbitant  premiums; 
but,  perceiving  the  evils  of  driving  the  bank  out 
of  the  exchange  market,  and  of  the  derangements 
of  the  money  and  currency,  which  we  have  pointed 
out,  they  agree  that,  if  a  maximum  of  exchange 
were  established,  the  notes  of  the  bank  should 
cease  to  be  receivable,  as  at  present.    The  first 
answer  to  this  suggestion  is,  that  it  is  absolutely 
impracticable.     What  would  be  the  maximum  of 
exchange,  if  the  peace  of  the  country  were  to  be- 
come doubtful,  and  under  a  great  variety  of  other 
circumstances,  which   may  oe  easily  imagined  7 
It  is  useless  to  multiply  examples;  the  point  is  too 
clear   to  require  discussion:  forty   and   fifty  per 
cent,  have  been  paid  in  the  current  medium  in 
some  parts  of  the  Western  States  for  the  notes  of 
the  branches  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.    If 
the  notes  of  the  branches  had  been  made  a  local 
currency  from  their  first  establishment,  the  busi- 
I  ness  of  the  bank  would  have  been  under  control, 
and  would,  no  doubt,  have  been  so  regulated  as  to 
i  have  judiciously  distributed   the  capital  of  the 
I  bank.    Under  such  circumstances,  for  example, 
there  is  no  doubt  it  would  have  been  the  interest 
of  the  bank  to  have  sold  exchange  in  the  Westera 
States,  on  the  Atlantic,  at  a  light  premium,  and 
I  to  have  received  its  payment  by  another  operation 
of  exchange  on  New  Orleans,  where  the  products 
of  the  Western  States  find  their  market.     The 
\  premium  of  exchange,  whatever  it  may  at  any 
I  time  be,  will  be  fixed  by  uncontrollable  caused 
I  which  are  perfectly  just,  an^  almost  perfectly  ac- 
j  curate.     It  must  inevitably  be  as  equitably  and 
!  correctly  fixed  as  the  price  of  wheat,  cotton,  to- 
j  bacco,  rice,  or  any  other  commodity.  It  is  an  utter 
misconception   of  the  principles  of  exchange  to 
!  suppose  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  with 
j  any  capital,  or  any  means,  for  terms  of  any  ma- 
1  terial  duration,  could  exact  an  unreasonable  pre- 
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mium,  if  the  currency  be  sound.     If  that  be  un- 
sound, there  is  no  basis  for  fair  dealing,  and  it  is 
idle  to  project  remedies  against  unfair  practices. 
The  discerning  will  easily  perceive,  and  the  can- 
did will  readily  admit,  that  the  bank  is  more  likely 
to  suffer  than  gain  in  such  a  state  of  things  ;  but 
if  the  currency  be  sound,  the  rates  of  exchange  can 
never  be  excessive,  because  thev  can  never  mate- 
rially, and  for  any  considerable  length  of  time,  ex- 
ceed the  expense,  risk,  and  loss  of  interest  incurred 
by  the  transportation  of-^pecie.     The  person  de- 
sirous of  purchasing  exchange  will  either  have  the 
specie  in  his  hands,  or  will  receive  it  on  demand 
from  some  bank  whose  notes   he  holds.     Who, 
then,  will  be  guilty  of  the  folly  of  giving  much 
more  than  the  expense  of  transportation,   <tc.? 
There  will  be  competition,  too,  wherever  there  is 
gain,  which  will  be  carried  on  as  far,  and  con- 
tinued as  long,  as  it  continues  to  be  gainful.     It  is 
true  that  exchanges  between  some  of  the  States 
have,  for  a  considerable  time  past,  been  very  high. 
But  wherever  it  was  high,  the  currency  was  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree  unsound  ;  the  banks  were 
curtailing,  and  the  currency  decreasing.     These 
causes  could  produce  no  other  result.     Had  these 
causes   not  existed,   the   premiums  of  exchange 
would  not  have  been  high.  In  some  places,  though 
the  banks  pretended  to  pay  specie  for  their  notes, 
ihey  evaded  it  in  efl'ect.  Let  specie  be  paid  prompt- 
ly and  bona  fide  to-morrow  in  places  where  ex- 
change is  high,  and  the  premiums  of  exchange 
will   immediately  fall   to   rates   founded  on   the 
charges  and  risk  of  transporting  specie,  and  a 
trifle,  perhaps,  beyond  their  aggregate.     That  this 
is  an  inevitable  result,  it  is  believed,  has  never 
been  denied.     In  England,  it  was  denied  that  the 
adverse  state  of  exchanges  which  that  country 
sufiered   while   its  notes  were  inconvertible  de- 
pended on  the  suspension  of  cash  payments ;  but 
It  was  never  denied  that,  if  the  currency  could  at 
any  time  be  converted  into  the  precious  metals,  the 
rates  would  be  governed  by  the  cost  of  transporta- 
tion, &c.    Let  the  currency  be  sound,  and  the 
premiums  of  exchange  must  be  precisely  just.    To 
attempt  to  equalize  exchange,  or  to   place  the 
charge  of  it  on  any  other  operations  than  those 
which  shall  cause  a  demand  for  it,  will  be  as  im- 
practicable as  it  will  be  unjust. 

3d.  The  next  ground  on  which  the  receipt  of 
the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  at  all 
points,  is  considered  politic,  is,  that  they  form  a 
sound  currency,  in  which  the  revenue  may  be  col- 
lected. Any  discrimination  between  the  currency 
in  which  the  demands  of  the  Grovernment  may  be 
collected,  and  the  general  currency  of  the  country, 
is  founded  on  a  very  limited  view  of  the  subject. 
The  Government  should  never  wish  to  collect  its 
revenue  in  a  better  currency  than  that  which  its 
policy  provides,  and  its  laws  ordain,  for  the  purposes 
rf 4he  citizen.  It  is  a  distinction  which  can  never 
be  made  wiik  justice.  The  object  of  the  Govern- 
ment should  always  be  to  establish  a  sound  cur- 
jency  for  the  general  use  of  society,  in  the  advan- 
tages of  which  the  revenue  should  only  incidentally 
participate.  If  the  Government  does  not  insure  a 
sound  currency  to  its  citizens,  it  can  have  no  right 


to  demand  of  them  a  sound  currency.     They  can 
only  pay  in  such  cuirency  as  they  are  enabled  to 
procure.     The   sole   inquiry,  then,   ought   to  be, 
whether  the  state  of  the  currency  is  benefited  or 
injured  by  the  present  regulation.     This  inquiry 
we  have  sufficiently  attended  to  already.     But  we 
will  go  further,  and  show  that  the  advantage  sup- 
posed to  be  gained  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue 
IS  not  gained ;  that  it  is,  on  the  contrary,  defeated 
by  the  very  regulation  which  is  supposed  to  afford 
it.     Where  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  will  circulate  as  a  currency,  they  are  thrown 
out  in  abundance,  and,  in  common  with  other  good 
currency,  are  used  in  payment  of  the  revenue.   But 
where  this  is  the  case,  there  is  no  bad  currency, 
and  they  yield  no  great  immediate  and  local  ad- 
vantage tnat  is  not  afforded  by  other  notes.  They, 
no   doubt,  keep  the  others  in  the  sound  state  in 
which  they  are  found,  and  that  is  probably  what 
was  really  expected  when  it  was  supposed  they 
would  enable  tne  Government  to  collect  its  revenue 
in  a  sound  currency  :  that  construction  would  be 
most  consistent  with  good  sense  and  sound  policy. 
But  if  the  object  was  that  they  should  furnish  a 
currency  in  which  the  revenue  might  be  collected 
where  there  was  no  other  good  currency,  certainly 
that  object  is  frustrated  by  the  present  regulation. 
In  the  Western  States,  for  example,  the  currency 
is  unsound,  and  the  regulation  ought  to  have  a 
tendency  to  keep  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  there,  that  the  revenue  might  be  collected 
in  them.     But  the  tendency  of  it  is  directly  the 
contrary  ;  it  is  to  remove  them  to  a  returnless  dis- 
tance from  the  place  where  they  are  wanted. 

There  is  a  mistake  on  this  subject,  in  relation  to 
the  local  banks,  which  it  may  be  tit  to  notice.  It 
is  apprehended  by  some,  that,  by  rendering  the  cir- 
culation of  the  offices  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  in  a  certain  degree  local,  it  would  diminish 
and  embarrass  the  circulation  of  the  local  banks. 
If  this  were  true  it  would  hardly  be  a  sufficient  rea- 
son to  contravene  an  act  of  national  policy,  laying 
the  claimsof  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  merely 
in  its  corporate  capacity,  entirely  out  of  the  ques- 
tion ;  but  the  effect  would  be  directly  contrary 
where  the  regulation  proposed  would  be  at  all  op- 
erative. To  the  north  of  the  Potomac  it  would 
have  no  operation  at  all,  or  none  worth  consider- 
ation ;  there,  the  bills  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  now  remain,  in  common  with  the  notes  of 
the  local  banks,  in  a  local  circulation,  without 
inconvenience  to  these  banks,  and  with  all  the 
benefits  which  were  expected  irom  the  establish- 
ment of  the  bank  to  the  community.  In  the  South 
and  West,  the  change  proposed,  far  from  being 
injurious  to  the  local  oanks,  would  be  greatly  ben- 
eficial. It  is  no  doubt  true,  that,  could  they  be 
permitted  to  furnish  the  whole  circulation,  and 
have  that  undisturbed  by  the  receipts  and  remit- 
tances of  the  revenue,  they  would  be  gainers  by 
the  exclusion  of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States ;  but  both  these  advantages  they 
cannot  enjoy.  If  the  revenue  be  collected  ex- 
clusively in  their  notes,  because  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  unable  to  issue  any, 
they  must  pay  the  whole  to  that  bank,  as  the  pun- 
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specie ;  or  it  must  remain  their 
creditor,  and  pay  the  Government  the  amount 
without  receiving  it.  There  is  no  alternative. 
Not  being  thrown  back  again  into  circulation,  the 
masses  of  their  notes,  thus  withdrawn  in  the  heavy 
collections  of  the  Government,  will  not  only  di- 
minish the  aggregate  of  the  general  circulation, 
to  the  great  injury  of  the  country,  but  will,  from 
destroying;  its  equilibrium,  and  perverting  the  op- 
eration of  its  principles,  actually  reduce  the  circu- 
lation of  those  banks  below  the  probable  amount 
which  they  would  enjoy  in  a  joint  and  equally 
protected  participation  in  the  privilege  with  the 
Bank  of  tne  United  States.  This  embarrassment 
has  been  felt  by  many  of  the  local  banks  to  the 
South,  which  have  complained  that  the  branches 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  did  not  issue 
their  notes  to  relieve  them  from  it ;  not  perceiving 
that,  had  they  done  so,  these  notes  would  imme- 
diately have  been  converted  into  instruments  of 
exchange,  and,  instead  of  relieving  them,  would 
Lave  increased  the  evil,  by  adding  to  the  embar- 
rassments of  the  moneyed  concerns  of  the  com- 
munity. 

It  is  not  true,  as  has  been  frequently  but  falsely 
allied,  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has 
any  hostility  to  the  local  banks ;  and  this  commit- 
tee is  ready  to  demonstrate  to  the  committees  of 
Congress,  if  particular  instances  shall  be  stated,  so 
as  to  render  the  subject  susceptible  of  proof,  that 
this  is  a  calumny  without  the  most  slender  foun- 
dation ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  they  are  ready  to 
show  signal  instances  in  which  it  has  fostered  and 
sustained  the  local  institutions.     The  Bank  of  the 
United  States  has  always  acted  under  the  impres- 
sion that  Its  own  prosperity  was  inseparably  con- 
nected with  the  general  prosperity  of  the  country. 
It  is  needless,  therefore,  to  say  that  the  change 
proposed  is  not  intended  (while  it  is  very  obvious 
it  will  have  a  contrary  effect)  to  lessen  the  advan- 
tages of  the  local  institutions.     Its  object  is  to  use 
its  privileges  with  fair  and  reasonable  advantage, 
in  a  manner  which  will  not  impair,  but  advance 
the  public  good.     The  regulation  of  which  it  com- 
plains is  practically  equivalent  to  an  absolute  pro- 
hibition to  issue  any  notes  in  the  Western  States, 
and   to  a  like  prohibition   to  issue  them  to  the 
South  of  the  Potomac,  during  six  months  in  the 
year,  while  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  the  con- 
venience of  all  classes  of  the  people  in  these  quar- 
ters of  the  Union,  and  the  restoration  and  perpet- 
uation of  a  sound  currency,  all  require  them  to  be 
issued  largely  and  diffused  widely. 

The  remedy  for  all  these  evils  is  to  make  the 
notes  receivable  by  the  Government  only  where 
they  are  payable.  To  this  general  rule,  without 
materially  impeding  the  attainment  of  the  object, 
there  may  be  some  exceptions.  Indeed,  these  ex- 
ceptions may  even  advance  the  general  object, 
while  they  will  serve  other  important  purposes. 
The  following  may  be  safely  allowed : 

1.  Let  the  notes  of  the  parent  bank  be  received 
everywhere. 

2.  Let  the  notes  of  the  office  at  Washington  be 
received  everywhere. 

3.  Let  all  the  notes  of  the  bank  and  its  offices 


be  received  in  the  States  and  Territories  where 
the  bank  has  no  establishment. 

4.  liCt  the  five-dollar  bills  of  the  bank  and  all 
the  offices  be  received  everywhere. 

These  exceptions  ought  to  satisfy  the  advocates 
of  the  present  regulation,  because  they  will  mnch 
more  effectually  than  the  general  rule  carry  their 
views  into  effect,  while  they  will  produce  few  or 
none  of  the  evils  resulting  from  that  regulation. 
The  privilege  given  to  the  notes  of  the  office  at 
Washington  alone  will  be,  in  itself,  a  much  greater 
advantage  to  the  Government  and  its  agents  than 
all  the  conceivable  advantages  (the  evils  aside)  of 
the  present  regulation.  It  will  render  unnecessary 
a  direct  and  sudden  draught  of  the  Grovemment 
funds  from  the  places  where  they  may  have  been 
collected,  to  Washington,  where  they  will  be 
wanted :  and  it  will  save  the  bank  the  trouble  and 


expense,  and  the  bank  and  Government  the  odium 
of  the  transfer.  The  exception  of  five-dollar  notes 
will  confirm  and  enforce  the  existing  regulation 
of  the  bank  which  directs  the  receipt  and  payment 
of  notes  of  this  denomination,  as  well  of  the  bank 
as  of  the  offices,  at  all  the  establishments  of  the 
bank.  The  proposed  change  rests  entirely  with 
the  Government.  It  affects  no  part  of  the  charter. 
The  existing  rule  is  a  regulation  entirely  under 
the  control  of  Congress.  Let  it,  therefore,  be  re- 
membered, that  if  the  proposed  change  be  made, 
and  it  be  found  not  to  be  useful  and  salutary,  it 
may  be  repealed  at  the  next,  or  any  other  session 
of  Confess ;  it  will  confer  no  right  upon  the 
bank.  Is  it  not,  then,  manifest  that  great  evils 
exist  from  the  present  regulation  ?  Is  there  any 
concomitant  advantage,  except  that  enjoyed  by 
the  lowest  class  of  money-dealers  1  Is  there  any 
possible  danger  that  can  result  from  a  change  by 
way  of  experiment  t  May  we  not  hope,  then,  that 
the  experiment  may  be  made  ? 

Finally,  the  committee  beg  leave  to  remark  that 
it  is  not  true,  as  has  been  represented,  that  thie 
bank  is  asking  new  privileges  of  Congress,  Is  it 
a  new  privilege  which  would  remove  a  restraint 
whose  operation  denies  to  the  institution  the  ser- 
vices of  safe  and  competent  managers?  Is  it  a 
new  privilege  which  would  punish  great  crimes 
with  adequate  punishments?  Is  it  a  new  privi- 
lege which  would  merely  substitute  one  class  of 
agents  in  the  place  of  another  for  the  discharge  of 
a  duty  consisting  entirely  of  manual  labor  ?  In 
fine,  IS  it  a  new  privilege  to  the  bank  for  the  Gov- 
ernment not  to  receive  its  notes  in  a  maaner  pro- 
ductive of  great  public  evil,  because  it  will  com- 
bine a  benefit  to  the  bank  with  the  public  good  ? 
Are  they  not  mere  modifications  of  existing  privi- 
leges, or  the  exclusive  exercise  by  Grovernment  of 
its  own  right,  for  the  public  advantage  ? 

The  statement  annexed,  marked  A,  will  show 
the  evil  and  embarrassing  effects  of  the  existing 
regulation,  when  the  notes  of  the  offices  to  the 
South  and  West  were  freely  issued,  on  the  distri- 
bution of  the  capital  of  the  bank.  It  will  appear 
from  it,  that,  at  the  date  of  that  statement,  not- 
withstanding great  exertions  had  been  made  to 
place  and  keep  capital  at  Boston,  the  effect  not 
only  failed,  but  that  the  office  at  that  place  had 
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less  than  no  capital  by  $372,000— that  is  to  say, 
that  the  bank  was  indebted  to  it  that  sum;  and 
that  the  ofl&ce  established  in  the  great  commercial 
city  of  New  York  had  no  more  than  §245,000  of 
the  immense  capital  of  the  bank. 

The  statement  annexed  marked  B  will  show  the 
immense  amount  of  the  branch  notes  which  have 
been  redeemed  where  they  were  not  payable. 

Accompanying  this  communication  the  commit- 
tee of  Congress  will  also  receive  a  list  of  the 
stockholders*  of  the  bank  on  the  1st  October,  1820, 
which  will  enable  them  to  see  who  are  now  the 
stockholders;  from  which  it  will,  it  is  believed, 
appear  that  they  have  been  justly  characterized 
by  the  memorial. 


Distribution  of  the  capital  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  May  28,  1819. 


New  Orleans  - 
Lexington 
Cincinnati 
Louisville 
Chilicothe 
Pittsburg 
Philadelphia    - 
Deduct  this  sum,  due 
to  the  Boston  ofl&ce 


813,418,742  96 


- 1,664,596  47 
- 1,502,388  44 
-2,400,987  30 

-  1,129,009  00 

-  649,858  83 
769,031 


36 


372,825  79 


Portsmouth 

Providence 

Middletown 

New  York 

Baltimore 

Washington 

Richmond 

Norfolk  - 

Fayetteville 

Charleston 

Savannah 


.$117,678  70 
335,208  54 
255,985  11 
245,287  81 

5,646,325  28 
555,737  97 

1,760,502  88 
861,764  16 
677,963  81 

1,935,042  35 

1,420,543  45 


-13,045,917  17 
34,973,828  63 


This  statement  of  the  capital  at  Philadelphia  is 
merely  nominal,  if  considered  as  a  capital  for  the 
proper  operations  of  banking,  as  in  the  above  sum 
are  embraced  all  the  property  and  debts  due  the 
institution,  including  therein  the  five  per  cent, 
stock  which  the  Government  subscribed,  debts  due 
by  State  banks,  &c. 

It  is  proper  to  add,  that,  since  the  date  of  this 
statement,  the  necessary  restraint  put  upon  the 
issues  of  the  notes  of  the  offices  to  the  South,  at 
seasons  when  the  exchanges  are  unfavorable  to 
them,  and  upon  those  of  the  West,  at  all  seasons, 
the  exchanges  being  always  unfavorable  to  them, 
has  enabled  the  bank,  by  great  efforts  and  great 
vigilance,  to  place  and  keep  adequate  capitals  at 
all  points. 


The/olhwinff  sums,  in  branch  notes,  received  at  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  hare  been  disposed  of  as  follows: 


Offices. 


Portsmouth 
Boston 
Providence 
Middletown 
New  York  • 
Baltimore    - 
Washington 
Norfolk 
Richmond    • 
Fayetteville 
Charleston 
Savannah    • 
New  Orleans 
LouisvUle    - 
Lexington  • 
Cincinnati  • 
Chilicothe    - 
Pittsburg     - 


Returned  to  office..  >'«'-„°;;,°5f-'^' 


Notes  of  offices  on  {  Total  redeemed  at 
hand.  parent  bank. 


25,310 

32,575 

21,640 

42,920 

373,490 

2,111.405 

3,467,370 

451,550 

922,439 

301,308 

611,799 

969,055 

420,115 

27,550 

170,280 

198,000 

26,000 

248,750 


100 

142,655 

570 

920 

812,330 

214,540 

28,375 

13,520 

9,610 

259,980 

128.580 

479,440 

195,010 

222,210 

379,500 

492,540 

227,360 

290,790 


2,775 

3,215 

1,780 

10,885 

29,240 

1,730 

54,885 

18,725 

16,120 

7,190 

12,850 

11,730 

30,040 

94,340 

84,800 

119.010 

33,850 

41,410 


$10,421,556     $3,898,030 


$574,075 


28,185 

178,445 

23,990 

54,225 

1,215,060 

2,327,675 

3,550,630 

483,796 

948,169 

568,478 

753,229 

1,460,225 

645,165 

344,100 

634,580 

809.550 

287,210 

580,950 


$14,893,661 


*  The  list  is  omitted. 
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To  the  foregoing  amount  of 
there  ought  to  be  added  the  fol- 
lowing amount  of  post  notes 
issued  by  the  parent  bank,  and 
destroyed,  because  they  were 
u.sed  in  the  Southern  and  West- 
ern States  in  lieu  of  branch 
notes 


$14,893,661  00 


Amount  redeemed 


5,528,981  96 
-  1^20,422,642  96 


The  sum  thus  redeemed  is  exclusive  of  consid- 
erable sums  in  branch  notes,  received  at  offices 
other  than  those  which  issued  them,  and  which 
were  not  returned  through  the  parent  bank,  but 
directly  from  the  offices  which  redeemed  them  to 
the  offices  which  had  issued  them. 

JAMES  HOUSTON, 

Assistant  Cashier. 
B.\NK  U.  S.,  Dec.  7,  1820. 


PROTFXTION  TO  MANUFACTURES. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  January  15,  1821.] 

Mr.  Balowin,  from  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures, to  whom  had  been  referred  the  various 
memorials  praying  for  and  remonstrating  against 
an  increase  of  the  duties  on  imports,  respectfully 
reported : 

That  they  have  directed  their  best  attention  to 
the  subjects  submitted  to  them  by  the  House,  and 
feel  it  their  duty  to  state  their  views  fully  and 
freely,  so  that  it  may  be  enabled  to  act  with 
promptitude.  It  is  certainly  time  that  the  pro- 
priety of  extending  protection  to  the  objects  now 
claiming  it  should  be  finally  settled;  the  nation 
expects,  and  their  interest  demands  it. 

It  is  not  a  matter  of  very  great  consolation  to 
the  committee  to  know  that,  at  the  end  of  thirty 
years  of  its  operation,  this  Government  find  its 
debt  increased  §20,000,000,  and  its  revenue  inade- 
quate to  its  expenditure;  the  national  domain  im- 
paired, and  $20,000,000  of  its  proceeds  expended  ; 
835,000,000  drawn  from  the  people  by  internal  tax- 
ation, $341,000,000  by  impost,  yet  the  public  Trea- 
sury dependent  on  loans;  in  profound  peace,  and 
without  any  national  calamity,  the  country  embar- 
rassed with  debts,  and  real  estate  under  rapid  de- 
preciation ;  the  markets  of  agriculture,  the  pursuits 
of  manufactures,  diminished  and  declining;  com- 
merce struggling,  not  to  retain  the  carrying  the 
produce  of  other  countries,  but  our  own.  There  is 
no  national  interest  which  is  in  a  healthful,  thriv- 
ing condition;  the  nation  at  large  is  not  so;  the 
operations  of  the  Government  and  individuals  alike 
labor  under  difficulties  which  are  felt  by  all,  and 
for  which  some  remedy  must  be  discovered.  It 
is  not  a  common  occurrence  in  the  history  of 
nations,  that  in  peace  the  people  should  call  on 
the  Government  to  relieve  their  distresses ;  the 
Government  reciprocate  the  call,  by  asking  the 
people  to  relieve  theirs ;  the  resources  of  both  ex- 
hausted ;  both  marching  to  poverty  or  wealth  (as 


opinions  may  vary)  in  the  same  road,  on  the  same 
principles  ;  their  expenses  exceeding  their  receipts; 
unable  to  discover,  or  unwilling  to  develop,  new 
sources  of  wealth  or  industry ;  pursuing  theories 
too  far,  or  not  far  enough  ;  too  much  or  too  little 
guided  by  the  opinion  of  foreign  authors  and  re- 
viewers or  domestic  statesmen,  (as  each  mind  may 
fancy;)  unmindful  of  the  policy  which  has  se- 
cured the  great  interests  of  other  nations,  or  una- 
ble to  devise  a  better  for  ours ;  too  unwise  to  profit 
by  the  lessons  of  experience;  too  wise  to  need 
them,  or  unable  to  agree  as  to  their  dictates — we 
are  certainly  not  at  that  point  of  public  or  private 
prosperity  which  can  be  a  source  of  satisfaction. 
Others  "rejoice  at  the  beams  of  peace"  which 
bring  their  attendant  blessings ;  but,  if  the  people 
of  this  country  may  judge  ot  the  five  next  by  the 
five  last  years,  war  will  be  peace  to  them.  Five 
years  of  peace  on  the  continent  of  Europe  have 
nearly  repaired  the  ravages  of  twenty-five  years  of 
war ;  four  years  of  peace  in  this  authorized  the 
official  declaration  ''  that  but  few  examples  have 
occurred  of  distress  so  general  and  severe  as  that 
which  has  been  exhibited  in  the  United  States." 
For  the  first  twenty-two  years  we  enjoyed  all 
the  advantages  of  peace  at  home  and  war  abroad; 
we  prospered  amidst  the  distresses  of  others.  But 
it  ought  not  to  be  said  of  a  Republic  that  its  insti- 
tutions are  calculated  only  for  a  state  of  foreign 
convulsion  ;  that  it  can  flourish  only  when  others 
suffer.  Our  history  justifies  the  observation  that 
our  prosperity  is  in  a  ratio  inverse  to  that  of  Eu- 
rope ;  when  it  is  in  a  state  of  convulsion,  we  rise 
to  greatness  in  proportion  to  its  throes  ;  its  repose 
causes  a  revulsion  which  shakes  all  our  interests 
to  their  foundation.  If  it  be  really  true  that  we 
have  adapted  our  systems  to  a  state  of  war  in  Eu- 
rope, that  they  are  inconsistent  with  the  relations 
which  flow  from  general  peace,  it  behooves  us  to 
pause,  and  ask  if  this  is  a  prudent  basis  for  legis- 
lation ?  if  it  is  not  a  bold  and  a  dangerous  experi- 
ment to  make  all  our  calculations  on  a  state  of 
things  which  no  longer  exists,  and  was  forced  and 
unnatural  ?  We  are  too  apt  to  think  the  events 
of  our  own  times  common  ones.  We  become  fa- 
miliarized to  them  by  their  continuance,  and  cease 
to  appreciate  their  magnitude.  History  has  never 
presented  to  our  contemplation  such  a  succession 
of  great  events  as  in  the  last  thirty  years.  Future 
generations  will  wonder  at  them,  and  wish  they 
had  occurred  in  their  days.  We,  under  whose  ob- 
servation they  have  passed,  bestow  less  of  our  at- 
tention to  their  nature,  and  are  not  sufficiently 
convinced  that,  in  proportion  to  their  importance, 
their  recurrence  is  less  probable.  When  the  fancy 
or  pride  of  the  historian  shall  have  swelled  them 
beyond  truth,  those  which  we  now  contemplate 
with  so  much  admiration  will  lose  their  interest. 
An  imported  head  of  antiquity,  which  may  hare 
been  on  the  shoulders  of  Pompey,  excites  more 
curiosity  than  the  heads  of  greater  men  whom  we 
have  all  seen :  future  ages  will  look  more  to  that 
of  Washington.  It  is  not  for  curiosity  alone  we 
look  to  other  ages  and  other  countries ;  we  eagerly 
search  the  records  of  ancient  Republics  for  the 
rules  of  government  and  the  lessons  of  experience ; 
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we  could  better  profit  by  the  examination  of  our 
own;   posterity  will  look  to    this  for  example. 
Other  nations  have  followed  and  now  profit  by 
our  political  institutions,  but  all  shun  and  avoid 
our  internal  policy,  our  principles  of  economy,  and 
national  interest,  because  our  experience  has  proved 
their   fallacy;  our  moral   influence  still  operates 
everywhere  but  at  home;  we  alone  are  unjust  to 
ourselves,  unwilling  to  profit  by  our  own  practice. 
The  present  Cortes  of  Spain,  at  the  moment  of  as- 
similating their  religious  and  political  establish- 
ments to  ours,  evince,  by  their  corn  laws,  tariff, 
and  commercial  regulations,  that  our  history  has 
been  instructive  to  tnem  ;  when  it  shall  prove  so  to 
ourselves,  it  will  not  be  thought  unsafe  or  unwise 
to  build  our  systems  of  revenue  on  domestic  and  not 
foreign  industry,  on  the  foundation  of  our  own 
laws,  internal   production   and  internal  employ- 
ment.    As  to  stability,  it  is  the  difference  between 
the  waves  and  the  land ;  as  to  certainty,  between 
the  return  of  the  seasons  and  the  fluctuations  of 
foreign  regulations ;  as  to  the  means  of  consump- 
tion, between  the  steady  demand  for  the  surplus 
of  labor  and  production,  and  the  one  which  varies 
with  every  importation.     History  does  not  furnish 
another  instance  of  a  nation  relying  on  the  im- 
portation of  goods  as  the  main  and  almost  exclu- 
sive source  of  rtvenue.     It  has  now  become  more 
like  the  daring  throw  of  desperation  than  the  set- 
tled result  of  financial  knowledge,  or  the  deliber- 


ate deductions  of  reason.    In  every  other  nation, 
agriculture,   manufpictures,   and   commerce,  have 
been  deemed  intimately  connected,  each  necessary 
to  the  growth  and  wealth  of  each  other,  all  essen- 
tial ingredients  of  national   happiness;  in  ours, 
there  is  said  to  be  an  hostility  deep,  inveterate,  and 
incurable.    To  every  individual  among  us,  it  is  the 
first  lesson  of  economy  to  earn  more  than  is  expend- 
ed, to  sell  more  than  is  bought,  to  export  more  than 
import ;  yet  this  is  said  to  be  bad  policy  for  a  nation. 
It  has  been  deemed  sound  policy  to  bottom  the  pub- 
lic resources  on  the  consumption  of  the  people, 
and  that  the  articles  of  that  consumption  should 
be  furnished  from  abroad.     Thirty  years  of  expe- 
rience has  tested  the  wisdom  oi  our  measures ; 
they  may  suit  a  state  of  war.  but  are  ruinous  to 
us  in  peace.     It  is  verily  believed  that  the  last 
five  years  of  European  peace  have  taken  from  the 
resources  of  the  people  more  than  was  acquired 
in  twenty-two  years  of  European   war ;  that,  if 
the  debts  of  the  country  were  deducted  from  the 
value  of  the  property,  the  nation  is  poorer  than  in 
1790.     If  this  be  thought  a  bold  assertion,  the 
committee  beg  that  its  correctness  may  be  decided, 
not  by  general  exclamation,  but  by  practical  ob- 
servation  and  calculation.     Our  population  has 
increased  nearly  three-fold :  have  our  export«5  in- 
creased in  proportion?     The  following  statement 
may  not  be  without  instruction  : 


Exports  for  the  years  1790  and  1820. 


Exports. 


For  1790. 


Pi>t  and  pearl  ashee 

Meei 

Flour      - 

Fish,  dried 

Fish,  pickled   - 

Flaxseed 

Indian  corn 

Pork 

Rice 

Tobacco  - 

Tar 

Pitch 

Turpentine 

Wheat    - 


For  1820. 


Increase. 


Decrease. 


-  tons 

6,280 

8,625 

-  barrels 

62,371 

53,891 

•  barrels 

619,681 

1,177,036 

-  quintals 

383,237 

321,419 

-  barrels 

57,424 

87,916 

-  bushels 

409,444 

220,914 

-  bushels 

l,713,2<n 

533,741 

•  barrels 

26,635 

44,091 

-  tierces 

73,329 

71,663 

-  hogsheads 

101,272 

83,940 

-  barrels 

51.044 

38,176 

-  barrels 

3,818 

3,798 

-  barrels 

68,107 

75,749 

•  bushels 

1,018,339 

22,137 

2,345 

567,355 

20,492 


8,480 

61,818 

188,530 


j               17,450 

i              " 

1  f  t  f  9|«'W 

1.666 

17,332 

12,868 

20 

17,642 

997,202 

It  would  be  descending  to  minuteness  to  pursue 
the  comparison  to  all  the  items  of  our  exports; 
the  general  result  would  not  differ  from  this  speci- 
men. In  cotton,  there  has  been  not  only  a  prodi- 
gious increase,  but  as  it  were  a  new  creation ;  the 
value  of  this  article  exported  is  to  the  amount  of 
all  our  domestic  exports  as  twenty-two  to  fifty- one. 
It  excejeds  all  the  other  agricultural  productions  of 
the  country,  but  can  be  raised  only  m  the  southern 
sections  ;  to  them  and  the  nation  at  large  it  is  of 
infinite  interest ;  it  relieves  the  general  gloom ;  but 
to  sixteen  States  it  affords  no  profits,  except  by 
carrying  and  consumption ;  it  furnishes  no  foreign 
marlcet  for  other  productions. 


i     If  the  amount  of  exports  be  a  test  of  national 
'  wealth,  if  agriculture  be  an  interest  worthy  of  na- 
j  tional  attention,  this  presents  a  serious  picture  of 
our  progress;  it  ought  to  be  well  examined  by 
i  every  farmer  who  cannot  raise  cotton.     So  far  as 
I  the  exportation  of  domestic  produce  is  the  support 
j  of  commerce,  so  far  the  picture  applies,  and   the 
'  merchant  must  seriously  examine  it.     So  far  as 
the  ability  to  consume  productions  imported  from 
!  foreign  countries  depends  on  the  quantity  of  ours 
exported,  the  financier  must  look  to  the  prospects 
of  the  revenue ;  and  in  its  effects  on  all  the  inter- 
ests of  the  nation,  the  statesman  has  much  for  con- 
templation.    When  he  has  compared  the  imports 
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with  the  exports,  he  can  well  account  for  the  fol-  { 
lowing  official  view  of  our  situation:  | 

"  The  currency  of  the  United  States  has  in  three 
years  been  reduced  from  §110,000,000  to  $45,- 
000,000.  This  reduction  exceeds  fifty-nine  per 
cent,  of  the  whole  circulation  of  1815."  "All  in- 
telligent writers  upon  currency  agree  that  where 
it  is  decreasing  in  amount,  poverty  and  misery  '. 
must  prevail.  The  correctneR.»i  of  the  opinion  is  '. 
too  manifest  to  require  proof;  the  united  voice  of 
the  nation  attests  its  accuracy.  As  there  is  no 
recorded  example  in  the  history  of  nations  of  a 
reduction  of  the  currency  so  rapid  and  so  exten- 
sive, so  but  few  examples  have  occurred  of  distress 
so  general  and  so  severe  as  that  which  has  been 
exhibited  in  the  United  States." — [Treaavry  Report 
on  the  Currtncy,  p.  496.] 

Without  inquiring  whether  the  state  of  the  cur- 
rency is  a  cause  or  an  effect,  it  is  enough  to  know  | 
and  feel  the  melancholy  truths  thus  avowed.  Why  ; 
are  these  things  so  ?     The  sea,   the   forest,  the 
earth,  yield  their  abundance ;  the  labor  of  man  is  | 
rewarded  ;  pestilence,  famine,  or  war,  commit  no  j 
ravages;  no  calamity  has  visited  the  people;  peace 
smiles  on  us;  plenty  blesses  the  land.     Whence,  , 
then,  this  burst  of  universal  distress?     In  former  \ 
ages,  seven  years  of  plenty  would  feed  seven  years  i 
of  famine.     Plenty  was  a   blessing,  not  a   curse;  j 
it  seems  reversed  in   the  present.     Our  last  five  ; 
years  have  been  well  favored  and  fat  fleshed,  our  ' 
corn  been  rank  and   good,  but  our  individual  and 
national  resources  are  "withered,  thin,  and  blasted 
with  the  east  wind;"  "our  full  corn  has  become  ■ 
blasted,  our  fat  kine  poor  and  very  ill  favored  and 
lean  fleshed,  such  as  we  never  saw  before  in  all 
the  land."     When  the  bounties  of  Providence  fail 
to  prove  beneficent  in  their  effects,  man  must  be 
perverse  or  Government  unjust.     Past  the  thirtieth 
year  of  our  existence  in  the  present  form,  approach- 
ing the  fiftieth  of  independence,  and,  counting  ! 
from  that  of  its  recognition,  we  have  had  fewer  ' 
months  of  war  than  years  of  peace,  yet  abundance  i 
cannot  relieve  our  wants ;  the  market  for  the  one,  i 
the  supply  of  the  other,  are  neither  within  the  con-  j 
trol  of  the  people,  or  directed  by  the  Government. 
A  Government,  too,  of  the  people's  choice,  bound  , 
to  reward  filial  attachment  by  national  protection,  | 
it  was  not  instituted — it  is  not  supported — to  suffer  I 
all  the  interests  of  the  nation  to  be  writhing  under 
foreign  policy,  and,  while  imploring  relief,  to  be  ; 
sunk  under   the   appalling  answer  of  "  regulate  , 
yourselves."  j 

When  Government  calls  on  the  people  for  reve-  j 
nue,  they  will  answer  "let  us  alone."  If  legisla- 
tion will  neither  lead  to  wealth  nor  relieve  from 
distress,  it  must  not  legislate  the  people  out  of 
wealth  or  into  poverty.  When  plenty  is  attended 
with  the  effects  of  famine,  when  superfluity  will 
not  avert  wants,  and  peace  to  us  produces  all  the 
miseries  of  war  to  others,  there  must  be  some  deep 
and  radical  error ;  it  must  be  most  powerful  in  its 
operation,  and  be  inherently  fixed  in  a  system 
which  thus  involves  a  whole  nation  in  general 
distress.  History  affords  no  example  of  a  people 
impoverished  while  in  the  full  fruition  of  health, 
peace,  and  plenty ;  it  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  ours 


to  furnish  a  new  item  to  its  records.    Elsewhere, 
an  overflowing  treasury  indicates  national  pros- 

Eerity ;  with  us.  the  two  years  of  the  greatest  revenue 
ave  been  selected  as  the  ep)och  which  consum- 
mated our  embarrassments.  There  are  sources  of 
taxation  which  will  supply  the  public  wants  from 
the  people's  surplus ;  tnose  sources  are  traced  in 
every  country  but  this.  Our  system  of  revenue  is 
founded  on  tne  markets  and  consumption  of  the 
country,  and  both  are  dependent  on  foreign  power 
and  interest.  Success  may  justify  the  bold  exper- 
iment at  a  time  when  moral  and  political  princi- 
ples have  been  deranged  by  a  great  revolution  ; 
but  when  pursued  in  a  time  of  settled  order  and 
ffeneral  repose,  it  savors  not  of  wisdom  or  justice. 
It  failed  even  in  the  a^e  of  wonders ;  it  would  be 
a  new  one,  indeed,  if  it  succeeded  now. 

It  cannot  be  unwise  or  unprofitable  to  search  for 
the  causes  which  have  brought  the  country  to  ita 
present  condition.  The  evils,  being  neither  local 
nor  partial,  can  be  of  no  ordinary  kind  ;  their 
origin  cannot  be  in  the  people.  It  could  not  be 
their  intention  to  blast  the  interests  of  agricul- 
ture, manufactures,  and  commerce,  for  they  are 
their  own  ;  to  exhaust  their  public  treasury,  for 
that  must  tend  to  their  oppression  ;  it  could  not 
be  in  their  power,  if  their  Government  was  wise 
enough  to  discover  the  tendency,  and  strong 
enough  to  control  their  operations ;  and  if  it  has 
not  wisdom  to  discover  or  .strength  to  direct  the 
true  interests  of  the  nation,  it  cannot  be  such  a 
one  as  its  founders  intended  to  secure  to  their  pos- 
terity. It  is  a  poor  compliment  to  their  wisdom 
as  well  as  ours,  a  poor  recommendation  to  repub- 
lican forms  and  principles,  if  this  Legislature 
cannot  "  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
promote  the  general  welfare  ;"  we  trust  it  will  be 
never  said  that  it  shall  not  by  its  efforts  deserve 
success.  If  the  fault  is  not  in  the  people,  it  must 
be  in  the  Grovernment,  either  foreign  or  domestic; 
if  foreign  systems  have  produced  these  lamenta- 
ble consequences,  it  cannot  be  necessary  to  enforce 
the  necessity  of  their  counteraction  ;  if  a  domes- 
tic system,  or  the  want  of  one,  has  led  us  to  our 
present  state,  its  abolition,  or  the  adoption  of  a 
new  one,  is  a  solemn  duty  due  to  our  constituents. 
If  the  majority  in  our  councils  should  think  that 
a  change  of  policy  may  be  dangerous,  it  must 
mean  domestic ;  their  patriotism  would  forbid  the 
imputation  of  their  being  unwilling  to  relieTe  the 
country  from  the  operation  of  foreign  policy,  if 
that  should  be  the  cause  of  our  grievous  condi- 
tion. If  it  is  not  foreign,  it  must  be  domestic ; 
and  they  ought  to  be  well  assured  that  their  course 
is  consistent  with  reason  and  sanctioned  by  expe- 
rience. If  it  be  true  that  our  present  legislation  is 
calculated  on  a  state  of  war  in  Europe,  that  it 
has  then  but  partially  succeeded,  and  wholly  failed 
in  peace,  would  seem  but  the  natural  connexion 
between  cause  and  effect.  The  change  of  all  the 
relations  on  which  a  system  is  built  must  affect 
the  system  itself;  it  is  in  vain  to  expect  a  uni- 
formity in  its  operations  when  all  the  moving 
principles  are  reversed.  We  build  our  revenue  on 
consumption,  yet  expect  it  to  be  permanent  while 
consumption  is  in  a  consumption  ;  we  found  the 
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people  prospered  when  exportation  gave  a  market  j 
for  iheir  surplus,  and  look  for  a  continuance  of  | 
prosperity  when   the  sources  of  it   are  stopped. 
The  expenses  of  this  Government  increase  with 
the  population  of  the  country;  yet,  while  expen- 
diture is  on  the  advance  revenue  is  on  the  decline. 
Ours  is  the  last  Government  in  the  whole  com- 
munity of  nations  which  is  willing  that  the  mar- 
kets lot  the  production,   the  establishments  for  : 
fabrication,  should  be  in  a  foreign  country,  uiider  j 
the  influence  of  foreign  Powers  ;  we  give  efficient 
protection  only  to  the  means  of  distributing  our 
wants.     We  seem  not  to  follow  the  experience  of 
ages,  but  to  be  making  a  daring  effort  to  persevere  i 
in  the  assertion  of  principles  exploded  by  all  na-  1 
tional  practice ;  yet,  in  their  application  to  one  j 
great  and  important  branch  of  national  industry,  { 
we  have  discovered  and  corrected  our  error  (if; 
error  it  may  be  called)  before  any  practical  injury 
was  sustained.     During  five-and-twenty  years  we 
adhered  to  our  discriminating  dutiet^  on  tonnage; 
they   probably  aided  our  commerce  during  the 
French  revolution^;  but  it  was  foreseen  they  would 
injure  it  when  the  occupations  displaced  by  that 
event  should   have    obtained    their   accustomed 
employment,  when  the  interest  of  nations  would 
sufl'er  them  to  pursue  their  policy ;  and  only  four- 
teen days  elapsed  from  the  promulgation  of  our 
treaty  of  peace  before  we  repealed  our  whole  sys- 
tem of  discriminating  duties  as  to  the  &hips  of  all 
nations   who   would   repeal   theirs.     We  offered 
reciprocity  to  all  the  world  ;  but  where  reciprocity 
was  refused,  the  discrimination  remained  ;  it  still 
remains,  and  this  Congress  adheres  to  the  same 
rigid  course  which  is  pursued  towards  American 
shipping.     The  committee  deem  it  not  improper 
to  recommend  the  lesson  of  its  own  experience ; 
it  is  but  for  this  Congress  to  apply  its  own  princi- 
ples to  another  co-ordinate  and  equally  important 
branch  of  national  industry.     Laws  founded  on 
war  will  not  suit  a  state  of  peace  in  this  more 
than  any  other.     Let  there  be  no  system  of  restric- 
tion, but  one  of  reciprocity — of  liberal  interchange; 
as  one  of  the  great  family  of  nations,  let  our  laws 
keep  pace  with  theirs  in  liberality  ;  let  them  even 
make  the  first  friendly  offer. 

The  act  of  March,  1815,  is  our  own  definition 
of  free  trade.  It  declares  that  reciprocity  of  duties 
is  the  true  principle  by  which  to  ascertain  whether 
a  system  is  restrictive  or  free.  This  act  has  met 
with  the  approbation  of  the  whole  country.  So 
far  as  the  reciprocity  has  been  obtained,  it  has 
aided  our  commerce;  and  all  we  ask  of  others  is 
the  adoption  of  this  principle.  But,  though  we 
repeal  our  laws,  it  is  only  conditional — ''such 
repeal  to  take  effect  in  favor  of  any  foreign  nation, 
whenever  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  satisfied  that  the  discriminating  or  countervail- 
ing duties  of  such  foreign  nation,  so  far  as  they 
operate  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  United  States, 
have  been  abolished."  Reciprocal  duties  are  within 
the  spirit  of  this  law  ;  its  policy  is  wise  and  sound  ; 
its  application  to  the  interest  of  agriculture  and 
manufactures,  it  is  believed,  would  relieve  their 
distresses.  That  the  exclusion  of  the  productions 
of  our  soil  operates  to  the  disadvantage  of  the 


United  States  cannot  be  denied.   Reciprocal  duties 
on  theirs  is  our  practical  commentary  on  the  text. 
It  is,  then,  most  respectfully  submitted  to  the  House 
that  it,  at  least,  deserves  the  trial  whether  the  same 
rule  ought  not  to  be  applied  with  equal  force  to 
the  raising,  the  making,  as  well  as  to  the  carrying 
of  our  articles  of  consumption.     Year  succeeds 
year;  our  troubles  increase.     For  the  five  years  of 
the  new  state  of  things,  no  changes  have  been 
made  in  our  laws  in  relation  to  any  concern  but 
commerce;  each  year  finds  them  worse.     At  the 
last  session  the  attempt  to  eflect  a  change  was 
called  premature;  and  it  seems  that  even  now  the 
convenient  season  has  not  arrived.     The  measures 
then  and  now  proposed  are  said  to  b«  ruinous  to 
the  great  concerns  of  the  country.     No  better  or 
other  plan  is  proposed  for  their  relief,  when  all 
admit  the  evil ;  some  must  offer  a  remedy;  those 
who  object  to  the  plans  of  others  should   present 
some  01  their  own,  or  prove  that  none  is  necessary. 
If  the  country  labors  under  distress,   the   cause 
should  be  discovered  as  well  as  the  remedy.     If  it 
is  not  to  be  found  in  the  declensionof  our  agricul- 
ture and  manufactures,  then  where  is  it?    If  their 
revival  will  not  effect  the  cure,  then  what  will? 
The  people  of  this  country  expect  that  .«>omething 
will  be  done;  and  as  the  measures  must  originate 
in  this  House,  it  as.sigus  the  various  subjects  of 
consideration  to  the  appropriate  committees.     No 
measure  has  yet  been  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  to  provide  relief  to  the  trea- 
sury, or  by  those  on  agriculture  and  commerce  to 
I  relieve  thost-  interests.     It  has  thus  devolved  on 
the  Committee  on   Manufactures,  not  to  act  in 
I  concert  with  the  other  committees  of  this  House 
in  devising  the  measures  which  may  afford,  by 
their  harmonious  co-operation,  equal  relief  to  all 
\  the  suffering  interests  of  the  country,  but,  unaided, 
!  as  it  were,  on  a  forlorn  hope,  to  loolc  for  the  means 
of  assistance  to  the  interests  peculiarly  confided  to 
'  their  care.     The  committee  do  not  shrink  from 
the  arduous  duties.     In  their  discharge  they  find 
great  relief  in  the  conviction,  which  results  from 
their  investigations,  that  there  is  no  great  interest 
of  this  nation  distinct  from  another;  that  there 
,  exists  among  them  a  most  intimate  union,  con- 
I  nexion,   and   dependence;    that,   in   our   happier 
days,  they  were  as  little  divided  as  they  are  now 
j  in  those  of  their  despondency.     If  all  now  flour- 
ished   but   one,  it  might  well    be   doubted   if  it 
would  be  proper  to  risk  their  safety,  by  attempting 
a  change.     But   the  committee  thinK  there  can 
be  no  danger  in  moulding  our  system  into  such 
shape   as    is   necessary  to   meet    the   changes    in 
its  foundation  ;  to  apply  the  same  principles,  which 
have  been  approved  of  by  every  Congress  since 
1  the  peace,  to  all  the  sources  of  national  industry. 
We  think  them  the   heads  of  tributary  streams 
which  form  the  great  river  cf  public  prosperity. 
We  know  of  no  dividing  ridge  which  prevents 
their  union.     All   history,  past   and  present ;  all 
experience,  foreign  and  domestic  ;  the  opinion  of 
the  statesman  in  council,  and  the  farmer  in  the 
field;  the  coincidence  of  national  laws  and  na- 
I  tional   toasts,  connect  agriculture,  manufactures, 
i  and  commerce.     We  are  not  aware  that  this  union 
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is  forbidden,  or  ought  to  be  dissolved  by  sound  le- 
gislation. ^Believing  it  exists,  and  is  indispensable 
to  national  happiness,  we  beg  leave  to  present  a 
bill,  which  is  the  offspring  of  our  judgment,  guided 
by  no  attachment  to  one  interest  at  the  expense  of 
another,  by  no  hostility  to  any  system,  except  such 
as  "operate  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  United 
States." 

If  common  defence  requires  a  revenue  to  provide 
the  means,  that  revenue  should  be  as  certain  as 
the  expenditure,  permanent  as  the  wants  it  is  de- 
signed to  meet,  built  on  the  consumption,  support- 
ing and  supported  by  the  industry  of  the  country. 
If  the  means  of  consumption  depend  on  the  facili- 
ties of  exchange,  a  market  must  be  secured  to  agri- 
culture; provisions  and  raw  materials  must  have 
a  permanent  and  steady  demand  ;  manufactures 
must  exist  somewhere  to  furnish  and  secure  this 
demand,  and  the  supply  of  the  articles  for  use 
which  commerce  must  distribute.  Then  another 
question  occurs :  Where  should  these  means  exist 
and  be  in  operation  ?  In  our  own  country,  in  the 
hands  of  our  own  citizens,  under  the  control  of 
our  own  Government:  these  appear  to  us  the 
essence  of  independence.  The  materials  for  build- 
ing and  equipping  our  ships,  clothing  and  arming 
our  soldiers  and  sailors,  consuming  the  surplus, 
and  supplying  the  wanLs  of  the  people,  are  items 
in  the  general  system  of  common  defence  and 
general  welfare.  It  is  time  to  know  whether  this 
country  can  or  ought  to  command  them.  The 
effects  of  foreign  command  have  been  tried ;  it  is 
but  a  common  mode  of  coming  at  truth  to  try 
the  domestic. 

National  interest  and  national  pride  have  already 
been  put  to  a  severe  test ;  it  is  yet  grating  to  na- 
tional feeling  to  find  the  benefits  of  our  laws  ac- 
cruing not  to  our  own  citizens,  but  to  a  people 
who  have  no  attachment  to  our  institutions,  whose 
interest  is  adverse  to  ours.  The  raising  of  raw 
materials,  and  their  conversion  into  manufactures, 
have,  in  all  other  countries,  been  deemed  a  source 
of  general  wealth  ;  the  placing  the  raiser,  the 
manufacturer,  and  the  consumer  as  near  to  each 
other  as  possible,  has  been  in  every  trial  found  to 
be  the  advantage  of  all.  The  supply  of  the  want 
of  manual  by  the  labor  of  machinery  is  a  practical 
remedy  for  a  sparse  population,  all  tending  to  in- 
crease the  certainty  and  facility  of  exchange,  which 
promote  alike  all  the  branches  of  national  industry. 
The  country  is  not  known  where  commerce  has 
not  grown  with  manufactures,  and  agriculture 
been  nourished  by  both.  In  this  we  have  not  paid 
as  much  attention  to  internal  as  external  industry, 
yet  it  cannot  be  less  important.  We  have  built 
our  revenue  on  importations,  but  have  been  indif- 
ferent about  securing  the  means  of  purchasing  im- 
ported articles;  our  custom-house  credits  are  a 
Dounty  to  the  importer,  yet  it  seems  of  no  concern 
whether  that  importer  is  a  resident  or  an  alien, 
whether  the  profits  of  importation  are  scattered 
within  the  country,  through  the  thousand  channels 
of  domestic  expenditure,  or  sent  abroad  to  produce 
the  same  good  effects  to  others.  If  the  wealth  or 
poverty  of  a  nation  can  be  ascertained  from  its 
abundant  or  diminished  currency,  it  becomes  most 


interesting  to  know  what  gives  it  amount  and  ac- 
tivity ;  it  must  be  industry,  employment,  and  the 
resulting  profits,  of  which  currency  is  more  the  ef- 
fect than  the  cause.  The  flood  of  importations 
has  lessened  their  employment  and  the  .<^urces  of 
gain  ;  currency  is  deprived  of  its  occupation  ;  the 
pursuits  of  active  industry,  profitably  employed, 
require  some  common  medium  to  pa.«s  from  band 
to  hand,  to  go  the  rounds  of  society  and  con- 
tinue active  till  demand  for  it  ceases.  In  its 
course  through  the  great  circle,  the  same  sum 
may  pay  twenty  times  its  amount  of  debts,  be 
the  foundation  of  twenty  new  contracts,  fur- 
nish a  market  for  twenty  different  products  or 
employments.  It  thus  performs,  in  its  twenty 
operations,  the  same  duties  that  twenty  times  the 
same  would,  if  confined  to  one.  As  a  means  of 
paying  for  imports,  its  movement  is  in  a  straight 
line  to  the  merchant  as  an  article  of  remittance ; 
it  is  only  on  its  arrival  in  a  foreign  country  that  it 
travels  the  rounds  of  employment.  In  the  interior, 
the  dollar  which  reaches  the  store  does  not  come 
back  to  the  farmer,  mechanic,  or  laborer ;  expended 
in  a  manufactory,  it  returns  again  for  provisions, 
materials,  and  labor,  current ;  while  it  can  find 
employment  affording  and  receiving  it,  it  passes 
through  every  occupation ;  from  the  store  it  has 
but  one.  It  is  the  difference  between  circulation 
and  remittance,  furnishing  employment  at  home  or 
abroad.  Profits  being  the  life  of  currency,  currency 
being  the  criterion  of  general  prosperity,  the  com- 
mittee will  not  further  examine  wnether  it  is  bet- 
ter for  the  nation  that  those  profits  should  accrue 
from  domestic  sources  and  to  the  residents  of  our 
country. 

The  estimate  of  the  Treasury  Department  is, 
that,  in  three  years,  the  currency  of  the  country 
was  diminished  §65,000,000,  counting  from  1815; 
that  this  diminution  has  produced  unexampled  dis- 
tress and  misery.  How  has  it  produced  this  state 
of  things  1  If  the  currency  has  been  thus  reduced, 
it  has  been  from  the  want  of  employment.  There 
is,  perhaps,  more  specie  in  the  United  States,  than 
at  any  former  period,  but  it  is  not  currency  while 
it  is  unemployed  ;  when  it  does  not  pass  from  hand 
to  hand,  it  is  no  more  currency  than  an  equal  v^ue 
of  silver  or  gold  in  ingots,  or  the  boxes  or  vaults  of 
the  bank  which  contain  it.  Bank  notes  are  cur- 
rency when  they  are  current  and  in  circulation, 
but  while  they  are  in  the  bank  are  no  more  cur- 
rency than  if  they  had  not  been  signed.  The  dimi- 
nution of  the  currency  is,  therefore,  not  owing  to 
its  extinction,  but  to  the  want  of  use  and  employ- 
ment. There  is  now  but  the  one  duty  for  it  to  per- 
form— remittance.  There  is  no  want  of  capital  to 
enliven  the  pursuits  of  agriculture,  to  push  manu- 
factures into  operation,  or  to  give  activity  to  com- 
•  merce.  But  there  is  no  employment ;  the  materi- 
als of  currency  are  abundant,  but  no  occupation 
to  set  them  in  motion ;  $65,000,000  has  been 
I  withdrawn  from  circulation,  because  there  has 
I  ceased  to  be  any  cause  to  produce  action.  Coin, 
or  bank  notes,  or  both,  are  currency  when  cur- 
rent and  in  action ;  they  cease  to  be  so  when 
there  is  no  use  for  them.  In  1815,  the  produc- 
tion, fabrication,  and  distribution  of  the  coimtry, 
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kept  91 10,000,000  of  currency  in  active  operation ; 
the  business  of  the  nation,  required  it.  Now  it  is 
reduced  to  ^5,000,000,  for  this  plain  reason— the 
business  of  the  country  requires  no  more.  Business 
bad  decreased  59  per  cent.;  embarrassment  and  | 
distress  have  increased  in  the  same  ratio.  The 
history  of  those  three  disastrous  years  will  tell  us  i 
the  kind  of  business  which  has  so  decreased  as  to 
bring  about  such  consequences.      It  is  not  the 


this  great  controversy,  to  take  a  bond  of  fate,  to 
exhibit  such  a  case  as  will  prevent  a  recurrence  of 
another  attempt  to  induce  Congress  to  pass  a  law 
which  shall  never  destroy  agriculture,  commerce, 
revenue,  and  all  the  interests  of  the  nation,  let  the 
importers  of  foreign  goods  proudly  exhibit  their 
balances  on  the  credit  side,  if  they  exist ;  they  must 
increase  their  credit,  and  will  convince  Congress 
that  importations  add  to  national  and  individual 


business  of  importation  of  foreign  goods,  for  it  was  ;  wealth.     The  committee  would   withdraw  their 
-    ■  •  '■      recommendation  of  manufactures  when  one  small 

item  of  information  should  be  communicated.  For 
what  purpose  are  stocks  sent  to  Europe?  why  are 
foreign  collectors  seen  in  our  commercial  cities  ? 
property  sold  by  foreign  plaintiffs  and  assignees, 
and,  probably,  not  an  instance  of  an  importer's  in- 
solvency without  foreign  creditors  in  the  schedule? 
If  the  balance  is  favorable,  why  is  not  opposition 

^^_^ _    _ silenced  where  it  is  so  easily  done?     When  it  is 

tie  great  foreign  res^nroir.  Unless,  then,  it  shall  '■  not  done,  the  fair  inference  is  that  it  cannot  be 
be  first  made  to  appear  that  the  state  of  our  foreign  done.  It  may,  then,  be  taken  for  conceded  that 
trade  is  such  that  the  balance-sheet  is  in  favor  of  there  is  yet  employment  for  currency  in  remittances, 
our  merchants,  that  the  foreign  manufacturers  and  and  that  this  has  not  been  the  source  of  its  useful 
exporters  are  the  debtors  and  not  creditors  of  our    or  profitable  occupation. 

merchants,  until  they  send  out  more  than  they  1  This  at  once  solves  the  great  mystery,  and  set- 
bring  home,  foreign  importations  call  for  more  ties  the  great  question ;  it  points  to  that  use  and 
currency.  If,  however,  on  this  important  subject  circulation  which  makes  the  amount  and  activitv 
of  the  balance  of  trade,  we  should  labor  under  an  i  of  currency  the  test  of  general  prosperity— internal, 
error,  it  can  easily  be  corrected  by  the  exhibition    not  external.     It   accounts  for  the  eagerness 


never  so  great;  if  they  add  to  a  nation's  wealth, 
riches  have  indeed  flowed  over  the  land  without 
stint.  It  is  not  the  business  of  remittance ;  so  far 
as  that  is  an  employment  for  currency,  it  still  con- 
tinues in  full  activity,  requiring  not  only  money, 
but  bank  stock,  public  stock,  book  debts,  notes, 
bonds,  judgments,  and  bankruptcies,  to  pay  the 
balance  against  us.  It  is  that  rectilinear  current 
which  makes  the  merchant  only  the  conduit  to 


which  everv  importer  has  it  in  his  power  to  make, 
which  would  add  to  his  credit  at  home  and  abroad, 
which  would  remove  deep  and  dangerous  delu- 
sions, quiet  the  public  fears,  and  end  discussions 
which  will  never  cease  without  some  practical 
test.  It  becomes  here  indispensable  to  settle  it. 
If  the  balance  of  trade  is  against  us,  and  more  re- 
mittance is  required,  then  there  is  one  employ- 
ment for  currency  left,  and  the  reduction  is  not  for 

thewantofimportalions  to  keep  it  active;  if,  on  the  \  over  exports  is  the  rate  of  profit;  their  doctrines 
other  hand,  there  are  no  remittances  due,  no  employ-  '  are  like  the  profits,  sound  and  solid  to  the  nation 


of 
foreign  nations,  foreign  artisans,  merchants  abroad, 
and  foreign  agents  amone  us,  to  monopolize  that 
circulation  from  hand  to  hand,  through  the  whole 
round  of  internal  commerce,  which  gives  its  vigor 
and  profits;  for  the  willingness  of  all  of  them  to 
leave  to  us  the  miserable  and  ruinous  circulation 
of  currency  for  remittance  to  them.  Foreign 
writers  and  foreign  statesmen  may  well  inculcate 
on  ours  the  doctrine  that  the  excess  of  imports 


ment  for  the  currency,  the  falling  off  in  imporla 
tions  may,  in  such  case,  be  put  down  as  one  lead- 
ing cause  of  the  decrease  of^  currency  and  growth 
of  public  misery.     It  solves  at  once  the  great  ques- 
tion :  What  is  that  employment  of  currency  which 
adds  to  and  secures  general  wealth,  and  guards 
against  poverty — imports  or  exports,  foreign   or 
domestic   manufactures?      It   is   the   subject   on 
which  volumes  have  been  and  will  be  written, 
public  opinion  and  the  national  councils  divided, 
and  on  the  correctness  of  the  decision  of  which  all 
the  public  and  private  interests  of  this  nation  depend. 
Auuiors,  reviewers,  essayists,  statesmen,  and  print- 
ers, can  never  convince  each  other  by  any  thing 
depending  on  reasoning.     But  there  is  one  book 
that  contains  the  convincing  and  conclusive  ar- 
gument  which   none  can   resist — the   importer's 
leger.     If  the  excess  of  exports  over  imports  is  the 
measure  of  a  profitable  trade,  the  merchant's  leger 
will  show  it,  being  the  only  person  concerned  in 
the  trade ;  if  he  pays  for  the  goods  imported,  his 
and  the  country's  profits  are  the  same.     Now,  this 
book  shows  whether  the  excess  of  imports  or  of 
exports  is  the  profit.     If  he  has  paid  for  all  imports, 
and  has  a  balance  of  goods  on  hand,  or  of  money 
due  him,  the  trade  is  profitable.     To  settle  at  once 


that  reaps  the  benefit.  Whether  it  is  the  one 
which  pars,  or  the  one  which  receives ;  the  one 
which  holds  the  coin,  or  the  one  which  hears  it 
jingle;  the  one  whose  currency  flows  in  a  torrent- 
like stream  beyond  its  jurisdiction,  never  to  return, 
or  the  one  whose  currency  becomes  a  steady,  gentle 
current,  meandering  through  every  occupation 
within  the  great  circle  of  national  industry,  giving 
use  and  value  to  every  production,  floating  it  to 
every  market,  the  state  of  the  currency  and  of  the 
nation  furnishes  convincing  proofs.  It  is  then  no 
longer  left  to  conjecture  the  reasons  why  this 
country  flourished  in  war,  and  has  become  de- 
pressed in  peace;  why  the  people  could  then  pay 
the  Government  twelve  millions  of  internal  taxe> 
a  year  from  sources  that  would  not  now  furnish 
one.  They  had  a  currency  ;  it  was  active,  it 
reached  every  man.  Manufactures  flourished  everv 
where  within  the  sphere  of  their  operations ;  all 
the  agriculture  of  the  country  flourished  with 
them  ;  it  was  depressed  only  in  those  parts  of  the 
Union  beyond  their  influence.  Profits  remained 
where  they  were  acquired  ;  they  were  impelled 
out  through  the  arteries,  and  returned  through 
the  veins ;  each  occupation,  being  healthy  and 
active,  aided  another  ;  their  united  efforts  were  felt 
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by   the  nation.     Currency   was   confined   in   its 
course  and  variety  only  by  the  general  mass  and 
complication  of  the  mutual  wants  of  our  whole 
population.      And  where   manufactures    are  yet 
flourishing,  the  same  effects  are  yet  felt ;  the  sphere 
of  their  action   bounds  the  circle  of  circulation. 
Beyond  that  circle  there  is  scarely  a  currency  left, 
except  in  the  cotton-growing  States ;  there  it  con- 
tinues, because  foreign  policy  and  the  interest  of 
foreigners  will  not  suffer  its  exclusion  from  a  mar- 
ket.    But   to   all    the  grain-raising  States,  those 
abounding  in  raw  materials  for  manufactures,  and 
population,  fuel,  and  machinery  to  conduct  them, 
the  prospect  is  gloomy  indeed.     The  fertile  soil 
of  the  interior  and  the  West  produces  measureless 
products ;  roads,  canals,  and  noble  rivers,  aflbrd  in- 
finite means  of  distribution  ;  but  there  is  no  market, 
no  employment.     Foreign  systems,  with  unresisted, 
unchecked   sway,  have  attained   the  command  of 
our  consumption,  deny  the  use  of  our  product*;,  nao- 
nopolize  the  profits  of  converting  rough  materials 
into  manufactures,  and  would  have  acquired  the 
profits  of  their  distribution  had  this  Government 
*'  let  it  alone."     Foreign  agriculture  supplies  the 
materials,  foreign  industry  the  labor  which  produ- 
ces to   the  American   people  their  clothing,  their 
utensils,  and  means  of  defence  against  foreign  ag- 
gression.     American    materials   have   no    value; 
American    labor   has   not   employment ;  and    the 
American  Grovernment  has  adopted   no  system  of 
counteraction,  no  measure  of  resisting  or  defensive 
policy.     If  ever  a  people  were  groaning  under  a 
restrictive  system,  one  of  bounties,  premiums,  pri- 
vileges, and  monopolies,  which  denies  the  opera- 
tion of  every  one  principle  of  free  trade,  which  co- 
erces occupation  and   paralyzes  industry,  which 
prohibits  a  foreign  market  to  our  productions  and 
forces  every  thing  foreign  on  ours,  thus  depriving 
us  of  both,  it  is  the  people  of  whom  we  are  ihe  re- 
presentatives, who  have  honored  us  with  their  con- 
ndence,  and  confided  their  interests  to  our  patriot- 
ism.    If  this  system  was  the  offspring  of  our  legis- 
lation, error  of  judgment  might  be  an  apology  for  its 
commencement,  and  a  disposition  to  make  no  sud- 
den changes  for  its  continuance ;  that  the  moving 
motive  for  its  enactment  was  the  good  of  this  nation ; 
a  conviction  that  it  was  the  best  mode  of  drawing, 
in  fair  exchange,  the  resources  of  others,  retaining 
our  own.     But  iHrhen  we  admit  this  is  a  foreign 
system,  enacted  by  foreign   Governments  for  the 
benefit  of  their  subjects,  not  of  our  citizens — as  the 
means  by  which  to  draw  our  wealth  to  them,  and 
not  to  throw  theirs  to  us,  we  have  a  serious  account 
to  render  to  a  suffering  people.     Commerce  has 
been  rescued  from  the  grasp  of  foreign  usurpation 
by  legislation — so  far,  at   least,  as  granting  all 
that   has  been    asked.     Agriculture  and  manu- 
factures are  struggling,  unaided,  under  a  weighty 
pressure ;  we  all  unite  in  wishing  them  well ;  many 
bestow  their  blessings,  rejoice  in  their  good  pros- 
pects, feel  and  acknowledge  their  importance,  glad 
they  are  doing  so  well,  and  hope  they  will  do  bet- 
ter.    The  commercial  codes  of^  Europe  are,  at  the 
people's  expense,  laid  on  our  tables ;  there  is  not 
a  production  of  our  country  at  which  some  of 
them  are  not  directed ;  not  a  branch  or  source  of 


I  national  industry  which  they  do  not  attempt  to 
I  destroy  ;  this  is  the  pressure,  this  causes  the  strug- 
i  gle  which,  in  every  district,  some  of  us  witness  ; 
To  let  them  alone  is  to  leave  them  in  a  foreign 
grasp.     Why  bestow  our  blessings  or  ever  breathe 
a  wish  for  the  success  of  our  industry,  if  it  is  not 
a  national  contest?    If  it  be  the  nation's  and  the 
people's  cause,  why  will  not  the  Government  that 
has  an  eye  to  pity  stretch  forth  its  arm  to  save  ? 
I  In  no  small  portion  of  the  nation,  oceans,  roads, 
canals,  and  rivers  afford  little  else  than  the  means 
of  importing  and  distributing  foreign  productions  ; 
,  the  land,  of  little  other  use  tut  a  resting-place  on 
■  which  to  consume  them.     Thus  have  "our  soil 
I  and  our  seas"  already  been  usurped  from  those  to 
I  whose  use  they  were  designed,  and  to  whose  use 
]  it  is  our  duty  to  secure  them.     The  consummation 
of  foreign  has  left  no  good  foundation  for  the  fear 
;  of  domestic  usurpation.     We  have  told  the  people 
j  that  reciprocal  duties  are  no  restriction — do  not 
I  impair  free  trade.     We  have  proclaimed  it  to  the 
j  world  that  reciprocity  is  the  basis  of  our  leeisla- 
!  tion ;  that  discrimination  shall  continue  while  re- 
I  ciprocity  is  refused.  We  have  given  a  pledge  to  the 
I  nation;  its  principlesembraceall  its  interests;  it  can 
I  be  redeemed  only  by  general  and  equal  protection. 
A  people  struggling  on  the  ruins  of  all  their  interests 
have  a  right  to  ask,  nay,  to  demand,  much  of  their 
Government ;  to  review  its  past  and  revise  its  pre- 
[  sent  systems:  to  seriously  examine  whether  they 
j  are  built  on  the  experience  of  other  nations  and 
!  other  times,  on   tried,  established,  and   practical 
principles,   and  justified   by  our  own;   whether 
their  success  does  not  depend  on  the  reversal  of 
every  rule  of  individual  economy  when  applied  to 
national,  in  dissolving  the  chain  which  connects 
causes  and  effects;  whether  any  thing  less  than  a 
total  change«in  all  the  laws  of  trade,  the  principles 
of  intercourse,  the  relations  of  society,  (we  might 
almost  say  the  order  of  nature.)  can  make  a  na- 
tion wise  by  the  means  which  must  make  its  com- 
ponent parts  poor,  when  all  its  interests  have  de- 
clined, and  its  Treasury  become  emptied  ;  whether 
they  shall  be  left  to  regulate  themselves,  or  some- 
thing done  to  revive  and  replenish.     Providence 
has  been  bounteous  in  furnishing  all  the  means ; 
have  we  done  our  best  m  using  them  to  secure 
private  and  public  happiness  ?   This  question  must 
be  answered  to  the  people.     If  any  one  will  pro- 
pose a  measure  in  his  opinion  better  calculated  to 
"  provide  for  the  common  defence,  and  promote 
the  general  welfare,"  he  ought  not  to  withhold  it 
If  he  has  none,  we  most  respectfully  ask  the  House 
to  give  Its  sanction  to  the  one  the  committee  be- 
lieve lays  the  foundation  of  efl&cient  relief,  and 
contains  no  principle  injurious  to  any  item  of  na- 
tional industry. 

The  committee  deem  it  unworthy  of  themselves 
to  repel  any  suggestions  of  hostility  to  the  revenue 
or  agriculture  of  the  country.  Did  it  depend  on 
their  own  feelings,  they  would  deem  it  equally  sp 
as  to  commerce,  if  it  would  not  be  thought  to  in- 
dicate too  much  indifference  to  the  language  of 
the  memorials  submitted  to  their  consideration. 
Some  avowal  is  due  to  public  opinion,  which  has, 
in  some  measure,  countenanced  the  belief  that 
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commerce  and  manufactures  are  rival,  if  not  hos- 
tile interests.     We  publiclv  disclaim  such  belief, 
and  avow  the  conviction  that  there  is  a  union  in 
their  true  interest?,  and  ought  to  be  a  harmony  in 
their  movements  ;  that  they  are  allies  and  friends 
by  nature ;  members  of  the  same  great  society ; 
twin  children  of  agriculture,  looking  to  it  as  its 
source,  aiding  and  extending  it  by  friendly  co- 
operation.   But  commerce,  as  the  child  of  agricul- 
ture, the  sister  of  manufactures,  is  exporting,  not 
importing  ;  by  reversing  her  employment,  she  be- 
comes a  stranger,  expatriated  from  her  own  coun- 
try, naturalized  in  some  other.     Imports  of  articles 
congenial  to  our  soil  are  the  bane  of  agriculture  ; 
the  employment  of  foreign  industry  on  fabrics  to 
which  our  own  is  competent,  is  death  to  manu- 
factures ;  and  both  exhaust  the  national  resources. 
No  interest  has  felt  it  more  severely  than  com- 
merce; and  convinced,  by  the  evidence  of  expe- 
rience, she  has,  in  our  records,  entered  a  verdict 
that  importation  is  the  small,  exportation  the  great 
source  of  her  prosperity.     This  Congress  has  ren- 
dered its  judgment  on  the  verdict,*  and  this  com- 
mittee will  not  arrogate  the  power  oij  express  a 
wish  to  reverse   the  decision.     It   fully  accords 
with  our  coBvictions  of  national  interest  and  pub- 
lic defence.     If  the  foreign  export  commerce  re- 
quires further  protection,  by  resisting  foreign  re- 
striction ;  if  it  can  be  assisted  by  opening  new 
sources,  or  removing  obstructions  from  existing 
ones,  we  pledge  ourselves,  that  though  commerce 
may  find  in  this  House  friends  who  can  better 
discern,  and,  possessing  more  of  their  confidence, 
will  be  more  enabled  to  co-operate  with  those  en- 
gaged in  its  pursuits,  none  will  more  zealously 
lend  their  assistance  than  the  Committee  on  Man- 
ufactures. 

By  those  who  will  read,  it  shall  not  be  said  that 
we  have  not  listened  to  and  examined  their  remon- 
strances ;  it  was  our  duty  to  well  weigh  their  many 
objections,  to  yield  to  them,  or  attempt  their  refu- 
tation; in  doing  so,  it  has  been  not  with  the  ex- 
pectation that  we  could  produce  conviction.    We 
are  not  vain  enough   to   think  that   the   settled 
opinions  of  those  who  have  not  formed  them  for 
their  own  sole  guidance,  but  to  give  an  impulse  to 
others,  will   be  changed   by  any  efforts  of  ours; 
they  are  more  directed  to  minds  as  yet  open,  as 
well  to  justify  ourselves  as  to  lead  others  to  in- 
quiry;  to   elicit   information;   to   draw  out   the 
lights  of  experience,  and  appreciate  the  principles 
of  political  economy,  as  their  application  may  best 
suit  the  interests  of  the  country.    In  the  conscien- 
tious discharge  of  our  duty,  we  are  conscious  that 
some  portion  of  the  nation  has  viewed  our  conduct 
with  suspicion  and  distrust,  perhaps  with  a  hostile 
feeling.     Though  we  know  that  the  hand  of  friend- 
ship, when  oflered  by  us,  will  be  spurned,  it  shall 
never  be  raised  for  aggression  ;  the  first  law  of  na- 
ture authorizes  it  for  defence. 

Having  no  predilection  for  foreign  importations, 
whether  of  goods  or  opinions,  we  have  thought  it 
a  duty  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  principles 
whicn  have  received  the  approbation  of  our  best 
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statesmen ;  on  which  this  Government  commenced 
its  operations;  which,  when  pursued,  have  pro- 
duced prosperity ;  when  abandoned,  have  left  us  in 
adversity.     Disregarding  theory,  we  have  endea- 
vored to  discover  facts;  less  anxious  to  be  consist- 
ent with  political  logic  than  practical  results ;  less 
desirous  to  force  facts  to  conform  to  reasoning, 
than  to  apply  reasoning  to  facts.     Believing  that 
the  difficulty  in  the  ascertainment  of  the  true  and 
sound  principles  of  legislation  is  not  in  their  mys- 
tery, but  simplicity ;  in  not  being  above,  but  adapt- 
ed to  common  understandings,  we  have  investiga- 
ted the  matters  submitted  to  us  under  the  convic- 
tion "that  error  hath  proceeded  from  too  great  a 
reverence  and  a  kind  of  adoration  of  the  mind  and 
understanding  of  man,  by  means  whereof  men 
have  withdrawn  themselves  too  much  from  the 
contemplation  of  nature,  and  the  observations  of 
experience,  and  have  tumbled  up  and  down  in 
their  own  reason  and  conceits.     Men  sought  truth 
in  their  own  little  worlds,  and  not  in  the  great  and 
common  world ;  for  they  disdain  to  spell,  and  so, 
by  degrees,  to  read  in  the  volume  of  God's  works; 
and,  contrariwise,  by  continual  meditation  and 
agitation  of  wit,  do  urge,  and,  as  it  were,  invocate 
their  own  spirits  to  divine  and  give  oracles  unto 
them,  whereby  they  are  deservedly  deluded."    The 
useful  discoveries  in  science  have  been  more  owing 
to  accident  than  the  researches  of  philosophers. 
"Logic  doth  not  pretend  to  invent  sciences,  and, 
therefore,  we  see  that  they  who  discourse  of  the 
originals  and  inventions  of  things  refer  them  to 
chance,  not  art.     You  will  rather  believe  that 
Prometheus  first  struck  the  flints  and  marvelled 
at  the  spark,  than  that  when  he  first  struck  the 
flints  he  expected  the  sparks."     The  needle  points 
to  the  pole,  philosophers  cannot  tell  why;  they 
knew  there  was  electricity   and   lightning,   but 
could  neither  discover  their  nature  nor  disarm  the 
latter  of  its  terrors ;  a  kite,  the  schoolboy's  play- 
thing, taught  it   to   Franklin.     The  mind  that 
searches  to  be  enlightened,  and  would  avoid  be- 
nightment,  will  find,  "  the  truth  is,  they  be  not  the 
highest  instances  that  give  the  securest  informa- 
tion, as  may  be  well  expressed  in  the  tale  so  com- 
mon  of  the  philosopher,  that,  while   he  gazed 
upwards  to  the  stars,  fell  into  the  water;  for,  if  he 
had  looked  down,  he  might  have  seen  the  stars 
(and  kept  out  of  the  water)  in  the  water;  but, 
looking  aloft,  he  could  not  see  the  water  in  the 
stars.     So  it  cometh  often  to  pass,  that  mean  and 
small  things  discover  great  better  than  great  can 
discover  small ;  and  for  that  cause  we  inquire  into 
the  nature  of  a  commonwealth,  first,  in  a  family 
and  the  simple  congregations  of  man  and  wife, 
parent  and  child,  master  and  servant,  which  are 
in  every  cottage.     Even  so,  likewise,  the  nature 
of  this  great  city  of  the  world,  and  the  policy 
thereof,  must  be  first  sought  in  mean  concord- 
ances and  low  portions."     Tracing,  therefore,  the 
true  principles  of  political  economy  to  the  conduct 
and  the  interest  of  the  individuals  who  compose 
the  nation,  we  feel  abundantly  satisfied  that  we 
cannot  err  in  their  adoption. 

We  are  obliged  to  trespass  on  the  patience  of 
the  House,  but  hope  they  will  not  deem  it  a  waste 
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of  time  to  notice  the  prominent  objections  which  , 
have  been  urged.  i 

Protecting  dtities  are  unconstitutional.  ! 

One  objection  has  l*een  made  which,  if  valid, 
will  preclude  all  inquiry  into  the  policy  or  neces- 
sity  of  the  proposed  measures ;  it  is,  that,  by  the  i 
Constitution,  there  is  no  power  given  to  Congress  ■ 
to  impose  any  tax  or  duty  for  any  other  than  pur- 
poses of  revenue.     This  objection  has  not  been 
raised  to  meet  a  case  of  fancy,  or  one  which  , 
might  possibly  exist ;  but  was  urged  in  debate 
during  the  last  session,  and  has  been  renewed  in  ' 
various  memorials  presented  at  this,  in  opposition  j 
to  the  bill  which  passed  this  House.   Being,  there-  I 
fore,  applied  to  a  definite  measure,  its  validity  can  | 
be  examined  without  ranging  through  a  variety  of  i 
supposable  or  possible  cases,  or  being  compelled  to 
examine  whetner  a  power  which  was  intended  to 
be  practical — the  great  one  on  which  the  existence  , 
of  the  Government  depended— might  be  extended  ' 
to  an  arbitrary  or  illimitable  extent. 

The  power  "  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign 
nations,  and  amon^  the  several  States,  and  with 
the  Indian  tribes,"  is  unlimited  in  its  extent,  con- 
fined to  no  particular  objects  or  purposes,  and  may  ' 
fairly  be  said  to  be  commensurate  with  all  the  ob- 
jects  of  commercial  regulation,  except  those  em-  i 
braced  in  the  fifth  clause  of  the  ninth  section  of  i 
the  first  article  of  the  Constitution.     The  power  ; 
to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  ex-  • 
cises,  has  no  other  limitation,  except  that  they  1 
shall  be  uniform,  and  capitation  or  other  direct 
taxes  shall  be  laid  in  proportion  to  the  census.     If 
there  are  any  of  the  powers  which  are  confided  to  , 
the  General  Government  by  general  comprehep-  ; 
sive  terms,  which  require  no  latitude  of  construe-  i 
tion,  which  were  intended  and  ought  to  be  su-  j 
preme,  they  are  the  regulation  of  commerce  and 
the  imposition  of  taxes.     To  derogate  from  these  | 

Eowers  ;  to  interpolate  uses,  purposes,  and  objects,  ^ 
eyond  which  Congress  should  not  pass ;  to  im- 
pose constructive  limitations  where  the  Constitu-  \ 
tion  has  given  the  unlimited  power  to  act,  would 
be  as  subversive  of  its  principles  and  the  security 
of  the  Government  as  to  assume  powers  by  con- 
struction where  the  Constitution  was  silent,  and 
the  States  had  made  no  delegation.  The  uniform 
practice  of  this  Government,  the  acquiescence  by 
the  States,  would  seem  to  leave  no  doubt  as  to  the 
legitimate  power  of  Congress,  in  the  regulation  of 
commerce,  to  prohibit  exports  by  an  embargo,  or 
imports  by  non-intercourse  laws,  making  the  pro- 
hibition general  or  partial,  according  to  the  objects 
to  be  effected.  Foreign  vessels  are  excluded  from 
the  coasting  trade  ;  the  ports  of  the  United  States 
are  closed  against  all  British  vessels  from  the 
British  American  colonies  or  islands ;  and  no 
foreign  goods  can  be  imported  from  those  places, 
eren  in  American  vessels,  unless  the  produce  of 
those  islands  or  colonies  whence  imported.  It  is 
unknown  to  the  committee  if  the  States  have 
complained  of  any  of  these  acts  as  usurpations,  or 
the  mercantile  portion  of  the  country  have  denied 
either  the  power  to  pass  or  the  policy  of  adopting 
those  which  relate  to  the  coasting  trade  or  navi- 
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gation.  The  latter  operate  both  on  navigation, 
produce,  and  manufactures,  and  exclude  all  arti- 
cles. If  they  are  Constitutional,  it  would  seem 
that  the  admission  or  exclusion  of^  foreign  articles 
was  a  matter  in  the  discretion  of  Congress,  to  be 
exercised  according  to  their  opinion  of  the  interest 
of  the  nation.  Whether  this  exclusion  shall  be 
direct  and  absolute,  or  be  virtually  so  by  the  impo- 
sition of  high  duties  on  tonnage  or  produce,  will 
probably  not  be  thought  a  Constitutional  question ; 
they  are  but  modes  of  effecting  a  given  object ; 
both  are  expressly  given  by  the  Constitution. 

In  the  imposition  of  duties,  it  was  the  early 
policy  of  our  Government  to  discriminate  between 
foreign  and  American  tonnage,  as  well  as  goods 
imported  in  foreign  and  American  vessels ;  light- 
money  was  imposed  only  on  foreign.    If  it  should 
be  questioned  whether  the  object  was  revenue  or 
protection  to  our  shipping  by   those  laws,  this 
doubt  would  probably  not  apply  to  the  act  of  last 
session  imposing  a  duty  of  eighteen  dollars  a  ton 
on  French  shipping.      This  act  was  called  for 
by  petition  from  our  mercantile  cities,  and  recom- 
mended by  the  Executive  ;  its  avowed  object  was 
to  countervail  a  duty  on  produce.     If  the  passage 
of  countervailing  or  retaliatory  laws  is  Consti- 
tutional, the  committee  can  perceive  in  the  Con- 
stitution no  selection  of  objects  on  which  alone 
they  may  operate.     Shipping,  produce,  and  manu- 
factures, seem  alike  within  our  reach ;  either  might 
be  selected,  as  it  might  present  to  France  reasons 
of  greater  or  less  weight  for  relaxing  her  system. 
If  a  high  duty  on  the  importation  of  her  manu- 
factures would  be  the  most  efficient  and  judicious 
measure  to  induce  her  to  repeal  her  duty  on  our 
raw  materials,  our  power  to  adopt  it  would  seem 
undoubted.    If  the  object  of  such  duty  should  be 
the  protection  of  cotton  planters  or  cotton  manu- 
facturers, would  it  not  be  as  legitimate  as  the  pro- 
tection of  the  cotton  carriers?    Whether  it  shall 
be  extended  to  all,  or  must  be  confined  to  the  one 
class  concerned  in  this  great  national  staple,  is, 
we  think,  less  a  question  of  power  than  expedi- 
ency and  justice.     In  every  act  of  Congress  im- 
posing duties  on  imports  an  addition  of  ten  per 
cent,  to  the  rate  of  duty  is  imposed  on  goods  im- 
ported in  foreign  vessels.     This  discrimination  is 
coeval  with  the  Grovernment ;  the  power  to  make 
it,  cannot,  at  all  events,  now  be  questioned ;  yet 
none  of  the  laws  declare  the  object  for  which  it 
was  made,  but  leave  it  to  be  in^rred  as  a  matter 
of  policy.    If  the  Supreme  Court  should  infer  it 
was  for  revenue,  or  the  encouragement  of  naviga- 
tion, and  declare  the  law  valid,  it  is  believed  they 
would  not  declare  it  void  if  they  could  discern  the 
encouragement  of  manufactures.    If  the  act  of 
last  session,  in  order  to  counteract  the  French 
duty  on  cotton  imported  in  American  ships,  had, 
instead  of  adding  eighteen  hundred  per  cent,  to 
the  duty  on  French  tonnage,  added  it  to  French 
cotton  goods,  silks,  wines,  brandies,  or  other  goods ; 
if,  to  coerce  England  to  repeal  her  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, and  France  her  decrees,  instead  of  embargo 
and  non-intercourse,  our  laws  had  prohibited  the 
import  of  their  manufactures,  or  imposed  addi- 
tional duties  which  would  have  excluded  themj 
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if,  to  counteract  the  operation  of  their  corn  laws, 
which  directly  exclude  our  provisions — their  sys- 
tem of  impost,  which  yirtually  excludes  our  wool, 
hemp,  and  flax — their  system  of  bounties  and 
drawbacks,  which  frustrates  the  policy  of  our  im- 
post, so  far  as  it  tends  to  the  aid  of  our  manufac- 
tures— their  navigation  acts,  so  far  as  their  object 
is  to  exclude  us  from  the  colonial  trade,  Congress 
should  think  it  most  effectual  to  aim  their  meas- 


ity,  which  would  be  averted  by  their  prosperity  ; 
that  it  is  a  lawful  object  in  a  system  of  revenue 
or  commercial  retaliation,  to  reach  every  other 
source  of  the  wealth  and  power  of  a  foreign  nation 
except  her  manufactures ;  that  it  is  a  duty  we  owe 
to  the  people  of  this  country,  to  extend  the  national 
guardianship  over  all  their  other  interests,  but  to 
thrust  this  beyond  the  pale  of  the  Constitution 
and  laws.  If  such  is  the  imperious  injunction  of 
ures  more  at  the  manufactures  of  England  than  |  the  Constitution,  the  committee  have  not  so  under- 


her  navigation,  it  could  not  be  well  contended 
that  the  Constitution  forbade  it;  for  the  object 
might  be  the  exclusive  protection  of  the  shipping 
and  commercial  interest.  Though  the  component 
members  and  each  branch  of  the  Government 
might  concur  in  the  law,  there  might  be  much 
diversity  in  the  motives  and  objects  which  brought 
it  about.     The  motives  which  would  influence  the 


stood  it ;  what  policy  or  expediency  may  require 
is  one  thing,  what  tne  Constitution  prohibits  is 
another.  That  instrument  designates  no  national 
interests  in  preference  to  another ;  excludes  none, 
but  throws  all  alike  on  the  discretion  of  Congress; 
legitimate  objects  of  national  protection,  if  in  its 
opinion  called  for  by  the  public  ^ood.  This  prin- 
ciple gives  validity  to  the  laws  giving  our  shipping 
members  of  this  House  might  be  the  protection  of  I  the  monoi)oly  of  the  coasting  trade.  Bounties  on 
manufactures ;  of  the  Senate,  commerce ;  of  the  i  fisheries,  drawback  of  duties  on  foreign  ^oods  ex- 
President,  agriculture;  and  those  objects  be  pub-  ported,  tonnage  on  French  ships,  prohibiting  inter- 
licly  avowed.  In  such  a  case,  the  Supreme  Court,  course  with  the  British  colonies,  discriminating 
which  must  decide  on  the  constitutionality  of  this  I  duties  on  tonnage  and  merchandise,  are  all  Con- 
law,  would  find  it  no  easy  task  to  extract  the  gov-  j  stitutional  acts  growing  out  of  the  plenary  power 
erning  principle.     Their  difficulties  would  be  in-  j  to  regulate  commerce.  . 

creased,  if  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should        It  may  be  proper  to  ask  of  those  who  urge  this 
have  recommended  it  as  a  revenue  bill,  either  by    objection  to  protecting  duties  to  point  out  the  rate 
imposing  high  duties  to  increase  the  impost,  or  a      " 
prohibition  of  the  foreign  to  rear  up  the  domestic 
manufacture,  as  the  subject  of  an  excise.  If  revenue 
is  the  only  legitimate  object  of  taxation,  prohibi- 
tion, or  the  regulation  of  commerce,  the  validity 
of  such  a  measure  would  depend  on  the  opinion 


of  duty  when  revenue  ceases,  and  protection  begins 

to  become  the  ruling  object;  to  define  the  line 

which  shall   limit  tne  Constitutional  powers  of 

Congress,  as  well  as  to  aflbrd  the  means  of  ascer- 

I  taining  the  object  of  a  law,  and  the  interest  it  is 

designed  to  protect.     The  duty  on  rum  is  at  least 

of  the  Secretary,  for  the  three  branches  of  Govern-    eighty  per  cent,  ad  valorem.     Is  this  a  revenue,  or 

ment  would,  unless  supported  by  him,  have  passed  .a  protecting  duty  ?     The  duty  on  coar>e  coltjns 


it  for  unconstitutional  purposes.  He  has  recom- 
mended that,  if  any  measure  of  revenue  be  adopted 
at  the  present  session,  it  be  the  exclusion  of  foreign 
and  an  excise  on  domestic  spirits;  if  Congress 
should  adopt  it,  it  will  be  hard  to  decide  whether 
it  will  most  benefit  the  farmer  who  raises  the  grain, 
the  distiller  who  manufactures  it,  the  merchant 
who  transports  the  whiskey,  or  the  Treasury 
which  receives  the  duty.  Tne  court,  in  deciding 
on  the  validity  of  such  a  law,  must  do  it  by  cer- 
tain settled  principles  of  construction,  and  not  their 
opinion  of  the  exclusive  or  relative  legitimacy  of 
.either  object;  for  they,  like  other  men,  may  lean 
more  to  one  great  national  interest  than  another. 

The  whole  course  of  our  legislation  for  thirty 
years  affords  the  highest  evidence  of  the  power  of 
this  Government  to  protect  navigation  and  com- 
merce; almost  every  session  has  presented  practi- 
cal proof  of  the  conviction  of  Congress  that  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  do  it.  No  one  has  been  hardy  enough  to 
deny  the  power  or  the  policy  of  encouraging  agricul- 
ture. But  it  would  seem  tnat  manufactures,  which 
in  all  other  countries  are  cherished  as  the  most  valu- 
able offspring  of  human  industry,  have  become  with 
us  a  spurious  progeny,  born  with  a  Constitutional 
malediction,  stern  and  irrevocable;  they  must  for- 
ever be  doomed  to  struggle  under  legal  disabilities, 
so  incurable  as  to  interpose  a  perpetual  barrier  to 
their  protection,  although  all  the  branches  of  Gov- 
ernment should  be  convinced  that  their  depression 
involves  the  whole  country  in  one  common  calam- 


is-eE^out  the 


same;  that  on 


hundred  ; 
ixty  ;  gun- 


use- 


teas  IS  on  I' 
on  spices,  about  the  same;  on  nails, 
powder,  forty ;  linen,  fifteen.  It  i>  deemed 
less  to  inquire  whether  the  object  in  imposing 
these  rates  of  duties  can  be  so  dt  finitely  ascer- 
tained as  to  afford  any  rule  on  which  to  limit 
our  Constitutional  power.  Th<'  duly  on  teas  can 
have  no  other  than  revenue  lor  its  object ;  the 
power  to  impase  that  tax  has  never  been  ques- 
tioned, for  the  Constitution  affixes  no  limitation 
to  the  extent  or  amount  of  a  tax  or  duty  ;  it  only 
excludes  one,  and  proposes  the  apportionment  of 
others.  The  committee  can  thereiore  entertain  no 
doubt  that  Congress  ma  y,  in  their  sound  discretion, 
impose  such  duties  on  loreign  merchandise  as  shall 
advance  the  great  interest  of  the  nation.  In  ex- 
pressing this  opinion,  they  fall  far  short  of  the  judi- 
cial exposition  of  the  Constitutional  powers  ol  any 
Government  which  is  empowered  to  impose  a  tax, 
and  acts  on  legitimate  objects.  Had  they  gone  so 
far  as  to  say,  ''  It  is  admitted  that  the  power  of 
taxing  the  people  and  their  property  is  essential 
to  the  very  existence  of  Government,  and  may  be 
legitimately  exercised  on  the  objects  to  which  it  is 
applicable,  to  the  utmost  extent  to  which  the  Gov- 
ernment may  choose  to  carry  it ;  the  only  security 
against  the  abuse  of  this  power  is  found  in  the 
structure  of  the  Government  itself  In  imposing 
a  tax,  the  Legislature  acts  upon  its  constituents  ; 
this,  in  general,  is  a  sufficient  security  against 
enormous  and  oppressive  taxation.  That  the  power 
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to  tax  involves  the  power  to  destroy,  is  a  proposi- 
tion not  to  be  denied  ;"  the  committee  would  but 
echo  the  solemn  opinion  of  the  supreme  judicial 
tribunal  of  the  Union. 

Manufactures  ore  injurious  to  morals^  a)id  produce 

pauperism. 

That  manufactures  tend  to  destroy  the  morals 
of  those  engaged  in  them,  is  an  objection  which,  it 
is  believed,  has  not  arisen  from  the  experience 
of  their  effects  among  us.  Neither  the  personal 
knowledge  of  the  committee,  nor  the  information 
of  those  who  have  formed  an  opinion  from  their 
own  observation,  would  justify  tne  belief  that  this 
pursuit  or  occupation  is  more  prejudicial  to  moral- 
ity than  any  other;  no  reason  can  be  discovered 
why  it  should  be,  and  there  are  certainly  some  j 
why  it  should  be  otherwise.  If  idleness  is  the 
parent  of  vice,  employment  must  be  the  mother 
of  virtue ;  poverty  can  be  no  apology  for  crime,  j 
where  sulnistencecan  beobtained  by  industry.  Ma-  ' 
nufacturing  establishments  open  sources  ol  labor,  I 
and  give  employment  to  those  who  are  able  to  earn 
support  in  no  other  manner ;  affording  materials  ' 
which  are  beyond  their  means  to  procure,  and  re- 
quiring labor  which  can  be  performed  by  children 
and  others  incapable  of  the  fatigues  of  more  active 
and  laborious  occupations.  It  may  be  thought  in- 
vidious to  draw  a  comparison  between  the  relative 
morality  of  those  engaged  in  the  various  pursuits 
of  life,  and  an  objection  ought  not  to  have  been 
made  to  any  which  would  compel  it,  without 
strong  evidence  of  its  being  justified  by  facts  ;  but 
it  has  been  urged  by  the  opponents  of  manufac- 
tures, and  the  advocates  of  other  interests,  with 
an  apparent  seriousness  which  seems  to  force  it 
upon  the  committee  to  say,  that,  whatever  may  be 
said  of  manufacturing  towns,  the  morality  of  sea- 
ports is  not  proverbial.  On  whichever  side  the 
balance  may  be,  it  ought  not  be  forgotten  that  this 
is  not  pressed  as  an  objection  against  commerce  '' 
or  its  protection.  If  all  large  towns  contain  the 
haunts  of  vice,  which  are  beyond  the  power  of  the 
magistracy  to  extirpate,  it  may  not  be  so  much 
attributable  to  the  pursuits  which  attract  a  crowded 
f)opulation  as  to  other  causes  of  a  general  applica- 
tion. It  is  not  so  important  to  inquire  what  are  , 
the  effects  in  other  countries  as  in  ours ;  there  ' 
may  be  local  causes,  or  some  growing  either  ' 
out  of  the  peculiar  nature  of  foreign  institutions,  ; 
or  the  want  of  similar  ones  to  ours,  which  may 
combine  to  produce  different  effects.  It  would  not, 
in  other  cases,  be  deemed  fair  reasoning,  that  the 
opponents  of  manufactures  should  disclaim  the 
experience  and  practice  of  other  nations,  as  afford- 
ing any  evidence  of  its  being  our  policy  to  encour- 
age them,  and  yet  press  upon  their  friends  an  ob- 
jection, which,  though  it  may  be  supported  by 
observation  abroad,  is  certainly  contradicted  by 
experience  at  home.  But  the  tendency  of  manu- 
facturing establishments  in  other  countries  to  pro- 
mote immorality  may  well  be  questioned ;  for  an 
eminent  author  on  the  police  of  England  has 
proved,  from  official  documents,  that,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  population,  a  greater  number  of  crimes 
are  committed  in  the  agricultural  and  commercial 


than  in  the  manufacturing  districts  of  that  king- 
dom. If  experience,  therefore,  is  to  be  adopted  as 
the  test  of  the  soundness  of  this  objection,  it  will 
fail  to  support  it ;  and  it  would  seem  to  be  capa- 
ble of  as  little  support  by  any  reasons  which  could 
be  drawn  from  the  nature  of  the  employment,  the 
entire  and  constant  superintendence  which  is  ne- 
cessary to  the  management,  or  the  objects  which 
draw  together  a  dense  population^ 

The  manufactory  at  Waltham  is  said  to  em- 
ploy two  hundred  and  sixty  persons,  equal  to  the 
population  of  a  village  containing  fifty  families. 
This  establishment,  then,  affords  a  fair  criterion 
by  which  ''♦o  test  this  objection  ;  it  is  probably 
the  largest  in  the  Union.  The  committee  are  con- 
vinced that  it  would  be  doing  great  injustice  to 
the  proprietors  and  manager  to  indulge  for  a  mo- 
ment the  belief  that  any  of  its  operations  have 
given  rise  to,  or  even  color  for,  any  imputations 
as  to  its  immoral  tendency;  and,  having  no  reason 
for  thinking  that  other  less  extensive  manufacto- 
ries have  given  greater  cause  for  this  objection, 
we  cannot  refrain  the  expression  of  our  belief  that 
it  has  arisen  from  other  reasons  than  its  practical 
application  to  our  establishments. 

Connected  with  this,  and  equally,  in  our  opin- 
ion, ill-founded,  is  the  allegation  that  manufac- 
tures tend  to  increase  the  number  of  paupers. 
The  example  of  England  is  urged  with  much 
earnestness  as  evidence  of  the  fact;  but  we  are 
unable  to  account  for  the  increase  of  paupers  by 
the  increase  of  the  means  of  employment.  If  new 
and  additional  objects  of  occupation  are  presented; 
if  women,  children,  and  old  men,  can  be  employed 
in  a  manufactory,  and  employed  nowhere  else,  it 
must  decrease  the  number  of  those  who  cannot 
earn  the  means  of  subsistence.  It  is  not  the  ex- 
cess, but  the  want  of  employment,  that  makes 
those  paupers  who  are  not  diseased,  disabled,  or 
infirm;  and  if  the  immense  extent  to  which  the 
manufacturing  establishments  of  England  are  car- 
ried is  not  sufficient  to  prevent  the  extension  of 
pauperism,  it  would  serve  to  afford  evidence  that 
they  had  progressed,  not  too  far,  but  not  far 
enough.  There  must  be  the  requisite  number 
for  the  pursuits  of  commerce,  the  labors  of  agri- 
culture and  manufactures,  leaving  a  surplus  of 
laborers  unemployed.  The  poor  taxes  are  large 
in  amount,  and  oppressive  on  all  classes  of  th« 
community  ;  it  can  be  the  interest  of  none  to  add 
to  their  burdens,  but  of  all  to  furnish  occupation 
to  those  whose  labor  would  pay  for  their  food. 
The  laws  of  no  country  impose  a  tax  for  the  main- 
tenance of  those  who  are  able,  and  can  find  by 
their  industry  the  means  of  support.  It  is  there- 
fore impossible  that  manufactures,  which  increase 
the  employment  of  laborers,  can  add  to  the  num- 
ber of  paupers.  The  existence  of  both  to  a  great 
extent  only  proves  that  there  may  be  a  population 
so  dense  that  the  enterprise  of  individuals^  aided 
by  the  steady  policy  and  unceasing  exertions  of 
the  Government,  may  not  furnish  such  employ- 
ment as  will  procure  the  necessaries  of  life. 

In  England,  it  may  be  an  objection  tha  the 
use  of  latior-saving  machinery  diminishes  the  want 
of  manual  labor.    If  labor  by  machinery  super- 
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sedes  labor  by  hands,  and  thus  increases  the  bar- 
dens  of  the  community  for  the  support  of  the  poor, 
it  affords  a  striking  illustration  of  the  immense  ad- 
vantages of  a  policy  which  makes  it  a  matter  of 
calculation  and  choice  to  submit  to  the  imposition 
of  enormous  poor  rates.  If  mere  manual  labor 
would  suffice  for  the  fabrication  of  articles  to  meet 
the  supply  of  the  domestic  and  foreign  market, 
and  at  prices  which  would  exclude  competition, 
the  number  of  paupers  might  be  more  limited ; 
but,  if  machinery  is  necessary  to  increase  the  quan- 
tity and  diminish  the  price,  to  effect  these  objects, 
pauperism  is  the  lesser  evil,  being  more  than  bal- 
anced by  the  individual  and  national  profits,  by 
which  foreign  nations  are  indirectly  compelled  to 
pay,  not  only  the  poor,  but  all  other  taxes. 

But  the  application  of  the  objection  to  this  coun- 
try cannot  be  perceived.     It  is  *a  common  objec- 
tion to  the  establishment  of  manufactures  here, 
that  our  population  is  not  sufficient.     If  this  be 
true,  it  anords  the  strongest  argument  in  favor  of 
the  adoption  of  machinery,  which  supplies  the 
want  of  population,  enabling  the  few  to  do  the 
work  of  many.    If  the  poor  of  our  country  have 
ever  had  employment  sufficient  for  their  support, 
it  is  not  known  that  a  solitary  fact  can  be  pro- 
duced which  shows  that  it  has  been  taken  away 
by  the  operation  of  manufactures.    It  is  a  fact 
easy  to  be  decided,  by  the  observation  in  our  large 
towns,  whether  the  increase  of  poor  taxes  has 
been  in  the  same  ratio  as  manufactures.     The  re- 
sult will  probably  show  that  the  proportion  is  less 
in  manuiacturing  towns  and  in  the  neighborhood 
of  large  establishments  than  elsewhere.     If  the 
objection  was  indeed  a  valid  one,  it  would  prove 
more  than  those  who  urge  it  would  wish  for ;  it  would 
be  conclusive  evidence  that  the  population  of  the 
country  had  attained  to  such  a  height  as  not  only  to 
justify  the  erection  of  extensive  establishments,  but 
thattnere  was  a  surplus  of  labor  beyond  the  means  of 
its  employment.   If  agriculture  or  commerce  would 
fornish  it,  there  could  be  but  few  paupers  ;  if  it 
requires  the  aid  of  manufactures,  and  all  are  insuf- 
ficient, then  they  must  be  increased  till  they  meet 
all  the  demands  for  labor.     Until  it  can  be  made 
to  appear  that  the  population  of  towns  decreases 
with  the  extension  of  their  manufactures,  and  that 
experience  demonstrates  that  there  is  a  proportion- 
ate increase  of  poor  rates,  the  comparison  is  again 
forced  on  us,  and  the  national  character  of  the  ob- 
jection may  be  fairly  tested  by  estimating  the  rel- 
ative amount  of  poor  taxes  in  large  commercial 
and  other  places.     If  the  objection  should  prove 
to  be  well  founded,  it  would  only  apply  to  those 
branches  where  the  greatest  portion  of  the  labor 
is  performed  by  machinery,  as  cotton  and  woollen ; 
but  it  could  not,  by  possibility,  extend  to  those 
whose  operations  are  almost  exclusively  manual, 
as  glass,  paper,  cutlery,  shoes,  clothing,  dec.     The 
necessary  consequence  of  the  advancement  of  those 
manufactures  must  be  the  increase  of  industry, 
and  the  decrease  of  pauperism.     As  the  objection 
can  therefore  only  embrace,  in  its  fullest  latitude, 
but  a  few  items,  it  is  deemed  unimportant ;  as  to 
those,  it  is  believed  to  be  without  foundation.   The 
Waltham  factory  employing  two  hundred  and 


sixty  persons,  it  remains  to  be  proved  that  its  ma- 
chinery deprives  that  number  of  an  employment 
they  would  otherwise  have  from  other  sources. 

No  fuHhtr  protection  U  necessary. 

If  this  objection  is  founded  in  fact ;  if  it  be,  in- 
deed, true  that  manufacturers  need  no  further  pro- 
tection ;  that  the  national  objects  which  call  for 
their  encouragement  are  already  accomplished, 
the  committee  would  deem  it  a  truly  happy  con- 
summation for  the  country.  If  this  is  understood 
to  be  alleged  by  the  friends  of  a  general  and  equal 
protection  of  national  industry,  as  well  as  those 
opposed  to  it,  it  would  seem  that  further  aid  would 
produce  no  benefit  to  the  one,  or  injury  to  the 
other  class.  If  the  present  duties  have  excluded 
foreign  articles,  and  secured  our  markets  to  our 
own  citizens,  it  cannot  be  perceived  how  higher 
duties  can  have  a  good  or  bad  operation.  They 
must  have  none ;  and  thus  all  the  interest  that  the 
proposed  measures  have  excited,  of  hope  on  one 
side  and  fear  on  the  other,  is,  that  additional  du- 
ties might  diminish  the  importation  of  articles 
already  excluded.  If  the  objection  is  understood 
as  coming  exclusively  from  those  opposed  to  the 
general  policy  of  protecting  duties,  it  presents  the 
great  question  only  in  another  form;  but  if  it  has 
its  origin  with  those  interested  in  any  particular 
branch  of  manufactures  which  may  be  now  so  pro- 
tected as  to  command  our  market,  we  are  bound 
to  believe  that  it  is  intended  to  apply  to  their  own 
appropriate  branch  only.  It  would  be  too  serious 
an  imputation  upon  their  patriotism  and  sense  of 
common  justice  to  charge  them  with  assuming 
to  their  own  establishment  a  national  character 
which  could  belong  to  no  other,  and  a  disposition 
to  withhold  from  others  a  small  portion  of  the 
legislative  guardianship  which  has  been  so  liber- 
ally imparted  to  them.  It  would  be  at  once 
boldly  and  avowedly  aiming  at  a  monopoly,  and 
asking  Congress  to  be  partial  in  their  measures. 
It  would  confirm  the  objection,  which  is  pressed 
with  much  zeal  as  well  as  warmth  in  the  various 
memorials,  that  protecting  duties  tend  to  create  a 
privileged  order  of  great  capitalists,  supported  at 
the  expense  of  the  nation.  It  would  effectuate  the 
objects  of  those  who  wish  to  impress  the  nation  and 
the  Government  with  the  belief  that  the  encour- 
agement of  manufactures  is  for  individual  emolu- 
ment, and  not  national  interest.  It  would  .sanc- 
tion the  principle  that  the  powers  of  this  Govern- 
ment are  only  to  be  exercised  in  favor  of  enor- 
mous money  capitals,  leaving  humble  industry  to 
struggle,  unaided,  against  foreign  competition  and 
domestic  indifference ;  that  the  employment  of 
machinery,  and  not  of  manual  labor,  was  worthy 
of  encouragement ;  that  one  item  of  clothing  alone 
was  so  supremely  important  to  the  nation,  that 
all  others  must  be  overlooked.  We  ought  to  hesi- 
tate long  before  we  give  way  to  a  conviction  that 
manufacturers  would  expose  themselves  to  these 
reflections.  If  their  opponents  could  wish  the 
advocates  of  equal  protection  to  descend  from  the 
high  ground  of  national  principles  to  private  spec- 
ulation ;  to  contend  for  principles  unjust  and  par- 
1  tial  in  their  practical  effects  j  and  to  present  them- 
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selves  before  the  National  Legislature  in  a  contest 
for  the  exclusive  protection  of  capitalists,  or  of  one 
branch  of  industry  to  the  destruction  of  others,  no 
means  would  more  readily  suggest  themselves  than 
to  associate,  as  an  ally,  the  proprietor  of  some  over- 
grown establishment,  already  protected  by  a  duty 
of  100  per  cent.,  to  aid  them  by  the  declaration 
that  "we  want  no  further  protection."  Though 
the  effects  might  be  somewhat  lessened  by  a  sus- 
picion that  others  than  those  interested  alone  in 
manufacturing  interests  may  have  furnished  a 
part,  at  least,  of  the  enormous  capital,  and  thus 
De  concerned  in  the  monopoly  of  one  article  by 
manufacturing,  and  of  all  others  by  importation ; 
yet  it  would,  in  some  degree,  tend  to  support  an 
objection  which,  when  fully  examined,  will  afibrd 
a  very  strong  reason  for  giving  the  protection 
called  for. 

Viewing  it,  as  the  committee  hope  they  may 
truly  do,  as  one  of  the  numerous  arguments  against 
a  general  system,  they  proceed  to  an  examination 
of  its  application  to  the  present  tariff.     It  would 
be  tedious  to  take  each  item  in  detail ;  one  is  se- 
lected, on  which  is  imposed  the  highest  ad  valo- 
rem  duty — coarse  cottons.     The    nominal   rate 
of  duty  on  this  article  is  25  per  cent. ;  the  real, 
according  to  an  estimate  of  high  mercantile  au- 
thority, 83.     The  beneficial  effects  of  this  duty  to 
the  consumer  of  the  article  are  well  known  and 
universally  admitted,  and  have  been  fully  explained 
by  the  committee.     Since  the  experiment  has  been 
fully  and  successfully  tried  as  lo  one  important 
item,  why  not  extend  it  to  others?     Why  should 
the  duties  on  coarse  cottons  be  83  per  cent. ;  on 
linens,  worsteds,  stockings,  silk,  and  iron,  15 — a 
difference  of  68  per  cent.  ?     If  the  effects  have  been 
so  salutary  on  coarse,  why  not,  by  an  increased 
rate  of  duty,  bring  the  finer  fabrics  within  the  op- 
eration of  the  same  wholesome  principle  ?     Why 
leave  glass  at  a  rate  of  duty  which  does  not  equal 
the  foreign  bounty  ?     Why  make  the  nominal  duty 
on  cotton  efficient  for  83,  and  leave  the  nominal 
duty  on  paper  of  30  per  cent,  efficient  only  for  15, 
or,  at  the  most,  for  20  per  cent.  ?     When  other 
manufactures  are  placed  on  the  same  footing  as 
cotton  ;  when  protecting  duties  are  imposed  by  a 
principle  of  equality,  and  graduated  by  some  set- 
tled rule ;  when  it  shall  exceed  the  ordinary  and 
average  amount  of  a  mere  duty  for  revenue,  and 
an  opportunity  be  offered  for  a  fair  experiment  of 
its  general  tendency,  then  may  be  the  time  to  urge 
that,  if  the  experiment  is  successful,  the  article 
wants  no  further  protection  ;  if  it  fails,  that  there 
is  something  of  a  peculiar  character  attached  to  it, 
which,  as  to  any  given  article,  prevents  that  con- 
nexion between  causes  and  effects  which  exists  as 
to  others.     The  complete  success  as  to  one  article 
is  the  best  evidence  oi  the  good  policy  of  extending 
the  same  rule  to  others ;  affording,  at  the  same 
time,  strong  practical  proof  that,  when  carried  to 
the  proper  extent,  legislative  protection  to  manu- 
factures results  in  the  reduction  of  the  price  to  the 
consumer. 

When  this  is  the  effect,  the  protection  is  to  the 
people,  not  to  the  manufacturer ;  the  saving  of  the 
price  is  the  "  economy  to  the  consumer ;    he  is 


protected  by  not  being  compelled  to  purchase  the 
foreign  article  of  an  inferior  quality,  and  at  a 
higher  price.     The  reduction  of  the  present  duty 
on  cotton  goods  would,  by  destroying  the  domestic 
competition,  bring  the  article  to  the  same  price  it 
bore  before  such  competition  existed.    From  the 
great  reduction  in  the  price,  it  is  evident  that  there 
must  have  been  a  great  profit  arising  to  the  foreign 
manufacturer,  or  tne  importer,  which  was  paid  by 
the  consumer.     The  article  must  come  to  him  at 
the  old  price,  in  order  to  make  the  same  profit  ac- 
crue to  the  domestic  manufacturer ;  if  it  come  at 
a  less,  then  the  real  and  efficient  protection  is  to 
those  who  buy  it ;  they  are  protected  from  paying 
the  higher  price.     The  true  application  of  this 
word  protection  will  tend  to  unite  opinion  on  this 
most  interesting  question ;  if  it  means  protection 
to  the  people,  to  the  mass  of  the  nation,  by  reducing^ 
the  price  of  the  article  used,  and  increasing  the 
means  of  payment,  there  could  be  no  national  ob- 
jection to  it ;  as  little  could  there  be,  if  protec- 
tion was  understood  to  be  the  guarding  the  people 
against  the  operation  of  foreign  laws  and  systems 
ol  government,  associations  and  combinations  of 
individuals,  which  tend  to  enhance  the  price,  and 
to  depreciate  the  means  of  payment.     It  could  not 
then  be  said  that  no  further  protection  was  neces- 
sary, until  the  protection  was  complete  ;  till  it  ex- 
tended to  all  items  where  it  was  required.     The 
committee  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood,  that 
this  is  their  definition  oi prote^ion^  and,  when  it  is 
used  by  them,  it  means  protection  to  the  consumer. 
They  disclaim  that  definition  or  application  which 
makes  it  coiLsist  in  protecting  the  manufacture: 
against  the  interest  and  sound  policy  of  this  coun- 
try— of  protecting  him  in  speculation  or  monopoly, 
at  the  expense  of  the  people,  or  any  national  in- 
terest.    We  recognise  in   the  manufacturers  no 
claims  to  exclusive  or  any  other  protection  than 
what  is  due  to  others;  we  view  them  as  other 
classes,  as  men  engaged  in  other  occupations  and 
pursuits  in  life,  entitled  to  protection  as  instruments 
for  promoting  national  and  general  prosperity  ;  as 
men  by  whose  agency  the  public  good  and  the 
general  welfare  will  be  advanced.    If  they  can 
effect  this  object,  and  with  profit  to  themselves,  it 
is  to  us  a  subject  of  congratulation,  and  will  become 
one  of  pride,  if  the  measures  we  hare  devised  have 
tended  to  produce  it.    But,  if  it  only  adds  to  their 
individual  emolument,  we  renoimce  it  as  an  ob- 
ject which  is  equally  repugnant  with  our  inten- 
tions and  feelings.    Believing,  as  we  do,  that 
"  economy  to  the  consumer"  is  best  secured  by  the 
domestic  supply  of  our  demands,  domestic  manu- 
factures are  the  only  efficient  means ;  as  such,  we 
think  them  entitled  to  national  protection.    The 
same  principle  applies  to  commerce  and  agricul- 
ture ;  they  are  but  the  varied  means  of  supplying 
our  demands,  and,  like  manufactures,  are  the  com- 
ponent parts  of  the  great  system  which  is  necessary 
to  secure  the  great  object  of  all  sound  policy — 
"  economy  to  the  consumer." 

The  three  great  occupations  in  society  are,  ag- 
riculture to  produce,  manufactures  to  fabricate, 
commerce  to  distribute,  the  articles  of  consump- 
tion.   The  first  and  the  third  are  admitted  by  ul 
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to  be  of  infinite  importance,  worthy  of  all  protec- 
tion ;  both  have  received  it.     Sound  policy  has 
never  suggested  a  doubt  that  the  production  and 
distibution  should  be  domestic.    The  country,  with 
one  united  voice,  has  declared,  and  yet  declares, 
that  "  economy  to  the  consumer"  consists  in  not 
being  dependent  on  foreign  soil  to  produce,  or  for- 
eign shipping  to  carry,  tne  supplies  of  our  wants. 
Yei  it  is  much  divided  on  the  policy  of  dependence 
on  foreign  labor  and  foreign  machinery  for  fabri- 
cation.    This  is  not  deemed  the  least  important 
item ;  without  it,  production  is  useless,  and,  except 
food,  no  materials  would  exist  for  distribution. 
The  manufacturers,  to  meet  our  demands,  must 
exist  somewhere  ;  shall  they  be  in  a  foreign  coun- 
try, or  our  own  ?  is  the  great  question.     To  decide 
this,  it  would  seem  to  be  sufficient  to  apply  to  this 
item  the  same  reasons  which  have  led  to  the  unan- 
imous conclusion  in  relation  to  the  other  two ;  or 
to  show,  by  any  cogent  reasoning,  and  from  clear 
experience,  that  it  is  safer,  sounder  policy,  more 
conducive  to  "  economy  to  the  consumer,"  to  place 
the  command  of  that  item  in  the  hands  of  for- 
eigners than  our  own  citizens.    Domestic  agricul- 
ture has  the  command  of  our  production ;  domestic 
shipping  of  our  distribution ;  why  not  domestic 
manufactures  of  our  fabrication  ?    If  experience 
has  not  justified  thejemark  that  the  protection  of 
agriculture  and  corffmerce  has  been  a  tax  on  the 
consumer,  neither  has  it  as  to  manufactures ;  hith- 
erto every  result  has  been  economy  to  the  con- 
sumer.    This  Grovernment  did  not  say  to  com- 
merce "  You  want  no  further  protection,"  until  it 
had  attained  a  monopoly  of  the  coasting  trade, 
and  nearly  so  of  the  foreign.     It  does  not  now 
make  the  remark  because  a  few  merchants,  with 
large  capitals,  and  by  successful  enterprise,  can 
continue  their  operations  ;  the  old,  contmues,  and 
new  protection  is  added  ;  enough  is  not  given  till 
the  object  shall  be  accomplished.     The  object  a 
national  one — the  command  of  our  distribution — 
is  it  unreasonable  that,  so  far  as  fabrication  is  a 
national  object,  it  should  be  protected  to  consum- 
mation ?     It  is  not  to  draw  invidious  distinctions, 
but  to  show  their  impropriety,  that  it  is  deemed 
proper  to  observe,  that,  if  the  protection  afforded 
to  commerce  has  enabled  those  engaged  in  its  pur- 
suits to  acquire  princely  fortunes  ;  or,  if  they  have 
been  the  consequence  of  their  enterprise  and  in- 
telligence, it  has  been  deemed  evidence  of  the  gen- 
eral prosperity.     The  acquisitions  of  commerce 
have  not  been  charged  as  "  fleecing"  the  rest  of 
the  community  ;  "  merchants  have  not  been  des- 
ignated as  an  organized  corps,  distinct  from  the 
rest  of  the  nation,  aiming  at  exclusive  privileges 
at  the  general  expense."     Theirs  has  not  been  rep- 
resented as  an  interest  which,  of  necessity,  draws 
a  line  between  their  emolument  and  the  public 
good.     If  foreign  nations  want  our  produce,  they 
will  come  here  for  it ;  if  we  want  their  manufac- 
tures, they  will  bring  them  to  us.    It  is  oot,  tkere- 
fore,  from  necessity,  but  a  conviction  of  general 
economy,  thai  has  led  to  our  settled  policy  of  giv- 
ing such  protection  to  our  shipping  interest  as  will 
enable  it  to  do  what  is  indispensable  for  our  wants. 
Merchants  are  not  considered  as  men  who  do  not 


feel  a  common  regard  for  the  general  welfare — so 
divided  from  the  rest  of  the  nation,  that  their  in- 
terest is  necessarily  in  opposition  to  all  others. 

They  are  not  called  an  organized  corps  when 
they  unite  in  petition  to  us  to  save  them  and  their 
interest  from  foreign  policy  ;  they  are  not  repulsed 
by   the  charge  of  exclusive   interest,   privileged 
orders,  bounties,  premiums,  and  monopolies.     If 
those  charges  were  applied  to  them,  proof  would 
be  required  of  their  truth  ;  it  would  be  illiberal  to 
make  them,  unless  it  was  clear  and  convincing. 
When  they  are  applied  to  manufacturers  and  their 
petitions,  common  justice  would  dictate  the  same 
rule;  that  when  they  ask  for  protection  against 
the  same  foreign  policy,  the  same  laws  which  bear 
with  the  same  force  on  commerce  and  manufac- 
tures, charity  should  be  so  far  extended  as  to  admit 
that,  however  mistaken  their  opinion,  they  craved 
no  object  adverse  to  the  interest  of  the  country, 
but  made  it  the  basis  of  their  requests.     Though 
they  may  be  less  capable  of  judging  than  others, 
they  may  not  be  more  selfish.     Experience  may 
be  assumed  to  be  the  safest  guide  ;  it  does  not  jus- 
tify the  objection  that  more  enormous  wealth  has 
been  accumulated  by  manufactures  than  agricul- 
ture or  commerce,  or  that  what  has  been  acquired 
has  been  more  at  the  expense  of  the  nation.     The 
chain  of  mutual  interests  which  connects  society 
does  not  separate  manufactures  from  the  common 
mass.    The  ties  of  mutual  dependence  and  support, 
which  form  a  nation  into  a  family,  which  lead  all 
to  consider  themselves  as  parts  of  a  great  whole, 
are  not  of  necessity  dissolved  by  their  pursuits  or 
their  interest ;  they  are  of  no  distinct  caste,  and 
most  of  them  are  engaged  in  other  pursuits.    Man- 
ufacturing capital  is  made  up  by  the  acquisitions 
from  other  sources;  the  labor  is  supplied  by  the 
want  of  other  employment ;  and  it  is  believed  that 
in  this,  as  in  all  others,  there  is  an  intimate  con- 
nexion  with   national   interests.       The  greatest 
manufacturinsT  establishments  are  in  or  near  our 
commercial  cities.     Who  are  their  proprietors? 
Whence  is  derived  their  capital,  labor,  and  how 
far  their  success  or  decline  has  a  correspondent 
bearing  on  the  value  of  property  or  produce,  the 
poor,  the  industrious,  the  farmer,  the  mechanic, 
and  the  mass  of  population — how  far  they  present 
an  interest  distinct  from,  or  connected  with,  those 
who  compose  the  circle  of  society,  can  well  be  as- 
certained  by   those   who   represent   the  districts 
which  contain  them.     The  records  of  this  House 
afford  no  bad  criterion.     The  protection  of  manu- 
factures, as  an  important  item  of  national  industry, 
is  not  asked  for  by  manufacturers  alone ;  a  refer- 
ence to  the  petitions  will  show  that  their  numbers 
a  re  few;  all  classes  have  united.     It  cannot,  there- 
fore, be  in  public  opinion,  or  in  practice,  that  we 
can  discover  the  evidence  of  their  being  a  class 
excluded  from  common  feeling  and  general  inter- 
est.    So  far  as  the  opinion  ot  petitioners  is  enti- 
tled to  any  weight,  those  who  have  called  for  an 
auction  duty  have  given  one  entitled  to  no  small 
respect — they  require  it  for  the  protection  of  com- 
merce, manufactures,  and  agriculture.     A  reference 
to  those  petitions,  to  the  various  occupations  of 
those  who  have  signed  them,  will  not  fall  short  of 
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conclusive  proof  that,  in  practice  as  well  as  in  |  beer  drank  in  England  costs  three  dollars  more 
principle,  there  is  such  a  connexion  between  the  j  than  if  exported  to  France  and  drank  there,  (de- 
three  great  branches  of  national  industry — produc- 1  ducting  charges  of  exportation  and  freight.)  When 
tion,  fabrication,  and  distribution — as  all  to  require  '  a  code  gives  a  direct  bounty,  the  effect  can  be  meas- 
nrotection,  and  to  be  capable  of  receiving  it  by  the  j  ured ;  but  the  indirect  drawbacks  and  bounties  have 
^me  act  of  legislation.  But  though  we  cannot ;  a  more  serious  effect.  Taking  the  amount  of  tax- 
but  think  that  the  union  of  all  classes  of  citizens  ation  in  England  to  be  at  any  rate,  say  thirty  per 
in  favor  of  the  protection  of  these  three  greatest  I  cent,  of  the  income  of  all  the  property  and  all  the 
interests  is  strong  evidence  that  there  is  no  dis- 1  products  of  the  kingdom,  and  it  is  so  apportioned 
eordance  between  them,  it  must  not  be  understood  |  as  to  leave  those  products  and  occupations  untaxed 
as  implying  that  no  such  discordance  does  exist,  j  which  are  for  the  supply  of  articles  for  a  foreign 
because  the  measure  required  for  the  protection  of  |  market,  and  a  double  amount  on  such  as  must  be 
one  is  called  for  only  by  those  engaged  in  its  ap-  i  consumed  at  home  ;  for  example,  if,  instead  of  an 
propriate  and  peculiar  pursuits.  Those  through  i  excise  of  thirty  per  cent,  on  cotton,  woollen,  linen, 
whose  direct  interest  a  national  injury  is  inflicted  ;  iron,  glass,  hardware,  crockery,  none  is  imposed  on 
feel  it  the  soonest,  and  must  be  the  first  to  com- '  these  manufactures,  and  sixty  per  cent,  is  imposed 
plain  ;  the  inquiry  should  be,  not  who  complain, ;  on  spirits,  malt  liquors,  paper,  &c.,  the  sum  of  tax- 
out  is  the  injury  sustained  ?  must  it  be  redressed  ?  ]  ation  is  the  same.     Thirty  per  cent,  is  paid  in  the 


and  by  what  means  ?  If  protection  is  required,  it 
should  be  to  the  extent  of  the  injury  ;  and,  if  no 
further  protection  is  wanted,  it  must  be  because 
the  injury  has  been  redressed,  the  cause  which 
produced  become  inoperative,  and  a  sufficient 
guard  supplied  to  prevent  its  recurrence.     What 


aggregate,  and  should  be  added  to  the  cost  of  man- 
ufacturing. On  the  article  which  pays  none,  this 
thirty  per  cent,  is  a  bounty,  and  the  effects  to  us 
are  the  same;  it  is  an  exemption  from  taxation,  a 
real  drawback.  When,  then,  a  comparison  is  made 
between  the  expenses  of  manufacturing  here  and 


as  been  done,  is  not  an  inquiry  dictated  by  na- 1  there,  the  average  rale  of  taxation  must  be  allowed 
tional  feeling,  but  the  good  or  bad  effects  it  has  j  for,  not  its  particular  apportionment.  Does,  then, 
produced  ;  what  ought  yet  to  be  done  can  then  '  this  system  operate  as  a  pressure  on  our  industry, 
easily  be  ascertained — it  is  by  selecting  the  legiti-  or  to  its  aid?  If  the  effects  of  bounties,  draw- 
mate  objects  of  protection,  and  making  that  pro-  backs,  or  exemptions,  were  to  add  to  the  resources 
tection  efl'ectual.  If  economy  to  the  consumer  and  ;  of  this  nation,  and  diminish  those  of  England,  it 
defence  to  the  nation  are  already  secured,  it  can-  \  is  difl[icult  to  assign  the  reason  for  its  continuance, 
not  b<}  necessary,  and  may  be  unwise,  to  proceed  We  risk  much  by  acting  on  the  belief  that  the 
further ;  the  situation  of  the  country  affords  the 
best  means  of  deciding.  Protection  is  not  asked 
against  our  own  Government,  or  the  interest  of 
our  own  citizens,  but  against  foreign.  Freedom  of 
trade  and  occupations  consists  in  the  perfect  lib- 
erty of  pursuit,  without  any  legislative  partiality 
or  preference ;  to  be  governed  entirely  by  mutual 
or  general  interest.  That  freedom  is  destroyed  by 
foreign  as  well  as  domestic  legislation  and  inter- 
ference. If  there  was  neither,  there  would  be 
nothing  to  protect  against ;  industry  would  be  left 

free  to  select  its  application  ;  a  pressure  which 

bears  upon  it  with  a  given  weight,  must  be  bal- 
anced with  an  equivalent  protection  before  it  can 

become  free.     That  there  is  this  foreign  pressure 

is  admitted  ;  its  extent  cannot  be  estimated,  for  it 

is  made  up  by  a  complex  and  intricate  system  of 

policy,  that  varies  in  its  application  to  different  ob- 
jects.    Being  more  versed  in  that  of  England  than 

other  countries,  it  is  selected  as  an  illustration  ; 

and,  being  bound  by  our  convention  with  her  to 

impose  on  her  products  no  higher  duties  than  on 

those  of  other  nations,  they  must  be  uniform  ;  but 

as  our  greater  portion  of  manufactures  is  imported 

thence,  our  duties  should  rather  be  imposed  with 

a  reference  to  the  pressure  of  the  system  which 

bears  on  the  greater,  and  not  on  the  lesser  portion 

of  our  importations. 

A  bounty  or  an  excise  drawback  is  a  direct  pres- 


sure to  the  nominal  amount ;  it  is  the  difference  in 
the  price  of  the  article  to  the  British  or  the  Ameri- 
can consumer.  The  English  Grovernment  makes 
it  dearer  to  their  own  people  than  ours  by  the 


amount  of  the  drawback  and  bounty  ;  a  barrel  of   that  bounty;  if  a  profit  remains,  it  is  paid  by  those 


Government  of  that  nation  does  not  understand 
its  interest ;  a  simple  calculation  will  settle  the 
question.  Take  any  given  article  of  manufacture ; 
compare  it  with  the  value  of  the  raw  material  re- 
quired to  make  it ;  the  difference  of  the  price  is 
made  up  of  the  labor  bestowed  upon  it  and  the 
subsistence  of  the  laborers.  Iron  ore  will  not  pay 
freight ;  it  has  then  no  value,  unless  in  a  country 
where  iron  is  made  ;  a  ton  of  bar  iron,  worth  one 
hundred  dollars,  derives  all  its  value  from  labor 
and  subsistence ;  it  gives  a  new  market  for  so 
much  of  industry  and  the  products  of  agriculture ; 
and  as  much  as  this  market  is  worth  to  the  nation, 
so  much  is  every  ton  of  iron  worth  in  clear  profits 
when  it  can  be  exported,  and  those  profits  drawn 
from  another  country.  Such  a  bounty  is  then 
given,  as,  bein^  less  than  the  profits  accruing  by 
the  making  of  iron,  will  make  its  export  a  profit. 
It  is  not  credible  that  a  bounty  greater  than  the 
general  profits  accruing  would  be  given  by  any 
Government  not  mad.  The  nation,  then,  who 
buys  the  iron  pays  the  profit,  and  not  the  nation 
that,  by  paying  the  bounty,  secures  the  profit.  If 
clay,  and  sand,  and  ore,  can  be  turned  into  money 
by  such  means  as  bounties,  drawbacks,  exemptions, 
as  will  still  leave  a  profit,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  the 
profits  accrue  to  those  whose  otherwise  worthless 
products  become  valuable,  and  not  to  those  whose 
products  remain  by  these  means  forever  worthless. 
If  the  profits  derived  by  the  various  interests  in 
England  were  not  more  than  a  penny-halfpenny 
a  yard  on  coarse  linen,  or  twenty-five  shillings  a 
hundred  on  glass,  the  Government  would  not  pay 
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who  buy  their  linen  and  glass.  If,  by  means  of 
those  bounties,  &c.,  they  draw  these  profits  to 
themselves  from  us,  and  leave  our  ores,  sand,  clay, 
of  no  use;  deprive  the  farmer  of  the  market  for 
subsistence  to  the  laborer,  who  shall  otherwise  be 
employed  in  manufactures,  then  it  becomes  the 
duty  of  our  Government,  by  a  resisting  defensive 
system,  to  protect  our  raw  materials,  labor,  and 
provisions,  to  give  to  our  citizens  the  profits  of 
converting  them  into  articles  of  use.  That  duty 
is  of  the  most  inoperative  kind,  if  all  the  occupa- 
tions of  the  country  are  now  unprofitable.  1  he 
farmer  raises  more  than  he  can  sell ;  he  has  no 
inducement  to  raise  more;  the  country  can  de- 
rive no  benefit  from  increasing  a  surplus  now  un- 
J>roductive.  There  is  labor  enough  in  the  country 
or  all  the  profitable  pursuits  of  agriculture,  and 
to  manufacture  all  the  articles  for  our  consump- 
tion ;  all  the  raw  materials  are  in  abundance,  or 
may  be  made  so.  Protection  shall  end,  then,  only 
after  securing  employment  from  all. 

T%xt  the  increase  of  duties  wM  lead  to  smiiggliwj. 

This  is  an  object  depending  so  much  on  opin- 
ion, that  it  is  difficult  either  to  support  or  rebuke 
it  by  facts.  If  its  existence  to  any  great  extent 
was  known,  the  records  of  our  custom-houses 
and  courts  would  afford  official  evidence ;  but, 
unlike  other  crimes,  the  extent  of  this  can  only 
be  ascertained  by  detection  ;  it  may  prevail  to  a 
very  considerable  degree,  yet  the  evidence  of  it 
be  beyond  the  means  of  procurement.  While, 
therefore,  it  cannot  be  reasonable  to  ask  for  the 
most  definite  proof  from  those  who  urge  it,  it  may 
not  be  too  much  to  expect  that  the  objection  would 
be  supported  by  strong  reasoning  and  probable  in- 
ferences. The  suggestion  ought  not  to  be  listened 
to  with  too  much  readiness,  as  it  imparts  a  severe 
reflection  on  the  character  of  our  countrymen, 
and  holds  out  the  Government  as  unable  to  en- 
force the  payment  of  a  dutv  imposed  for  revenue 
or  policy.  Judging  from  tne  uniform  practice  of 
Congress,  it  seems  that  the  fear  of  smuggling  has 
not  deterred  them  from  increasing  the  duties  for 
the  aid  of  the  revenue.  When  additional  suras 
have  been  required,  additional  duties  have  been 
imposed,  and  always,  it  is  believed,  with  the  de- 
sired effect.  At  the  commencement  of  the  late 
war,  the  duties  on  imports  were  doubled,  certainly 
not  with  a  view  to  the  protection  of  manufactures, 
when  the  war  precluded  foreign  competition,  and 
the  law  was  limited  to  one  year  after  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  peace,*  but  solely  for  revenue.  The 
war  duties  continued  until  the  1st  of  July,  1816,  a 
period  of  near  eighteen  months  after  the  peace;  they 
were,  on  an  average,  much  higher  than  those  pro- 
posed in  the  bill  oi  last  session,  and  afforded  a  fair 
criterion  by  which  to  judge  of  the  tendency  of 
high  duties  to  increase  smuggling. 

The  committee  have  not  perceived,  in  any  of 
the  memorials  which  dwell  on  this  objection,  the 
period  which  elapsed  from  the  conclusion  of  the 
peace  and  the  commencement  of  the  present  tariff, 
selected  as  one  which  exhibited  evidence  of  the 
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increase  of  smuggling.  These  memorials  are 
from  gentlemen  of  great  mercantile  experience, 
guided  by  their  own  and  the  observation  of  others; 
if  they  have  not  been  led  to  select  this  period  in 
our  financial  history  as  the  era  of  smuggling,  it  is 
a  fair  inference  that,  in  their  opinion,  none  has 
existed.  That  inference  is  much  strengthened 
when  we  find  them  unwilling  or  unable  to  point 
out  in  our  tariff  an  article  the  revenue  on  which 
has  been  diminished  by  the  increase  of  duly,  but 
compelled  to  resort  to  the  example  of  a  foreign 
Government,  to  overlook  the  experience  of  our 
own,  in  order  to  procure  proof  of  their  suggestion. 
In  selecting  the  articles  of  tea  and  coffee  as  those 
which  were  dangerous  to  tax  high,  it  was  most 
prudent  for  them  to  refer  to  the  British  tariff  and 
not  to  ours  ;*  as  the  one  may  support,  but  the 
other  directly  contradicts  iheir  supposition.  The 
selection  of  a  foreign  precedent  is  at  best  presump- 
tive evidence  that  no  domestic  one  would  confirm 
their  position.  Until  that  presumption  is  rebutted, 
and  evidence  adduced  more  satisfactory  to  the 
mind  than  the  uniform  and  successful  practice  of 
the  Government,  the  official  documents  from  the 
Treasury,  and  the  inferences  which  irresistibly 
follow  known  facts,  the  committee  must  thmli 
this  objection  founded  more  in  conjecture  than 
fact. 

The  annexed  statement  will  very  clearly  show 
that  the  amount  of  importations  and  revenue  is 
not  in  an  inverse  ratio  to  the  rate  of  duty.  An  in- 
spection of  the  existing  tariff  conclusively  shows 
that  the  highest  duties  are  those  imposed  lor  reve- 
nue merely,  with  some  few  exceptions ;  the  dif- 
ference between  those  imposed  on  teas,  spices, 
wines,  and  spirits,  and  on  manufactured  articles 
generally,  is  very  great :  on  mace  it  is  one  dollar 
a  pound,  on  bar  iron  seven  mills  and  a  half;  on 
teas  averaged  thirty-two  and  three-tenths  cents  per 
pound,  equal  to  one  hundred  per  cent,  ad  valorem  ; 
on  linen  and  worsteds  fifteen  per  cent. ;  on  manu- 
factures, the  same  duty  is  imposed  on  the  coarse 
and  bulky  as  the  fine,  on  articles  of  necessity  as 
luxury  ;  blankets  and  silks  at  fifteen.  Smuggling 
would  never  have  entered  into  the  minds  ot  the 
Legislature,  in  such  an  apportionment  of  impost; 
mace  is  easier  smuggled  than  bar  iron,  teas  than 
blankets  ;  yet  on  these  high-taxed  articles  the  fear 
of  smuggling  does  not  seem  to  dwell ;  it  rests  only 
on  manufactures.  So  far  as  protecting  duties 
have  been  raised  to  the  height  ol  revenue  ones,  it 
seems  to  have  justified  no  such  fears.  Coarse 
cottons  are  at  eighty-three ;  it  is  admitted  that 
this  article  is  nearly,  if  not  quite,  excluded  ;  it  is, 
of  course,  not  smuggled.  It  may  then  be  fairly 
inferred  that  the  duty  on  other  manufactures, 
equally  bulky  and  not  more  valuable,  might,  with 
equal  safety,  be  advanced  to  this  extent ;  if  less 
bulky  and  more  costly,  to  fall  proportionallyshortof 
amount  could  not  be  an  unsafe  standard  ;  or,  if  this 
is  thought  too  high,  the  average  duties  of  1815 
and  the  first  half  of  1816  cannot  be  objected  to. 
Assuming  either  as  the  basis,  and  comparing  them 

*  Memorial  oi  a  convention  of  delegated  in   Phila- 
delphia. 
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with  the  bill  of  last  session,  the  committee  enter- 
tain a  confident  conviction  that  it  would  be  en- 
tirely unaffected  by  this  objection.  It  is,  indeed, 
incredible  that  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  on 
crates,  glas.s,  iron,  linen,  hardware,  cutlery,  &c., 
could  furnish  inducements  to  smuggling,  which 
are  not  even  alleged  to  exist  as  to  articles  of  more 
value  and  charged  with  a  higher  rate  of  duty. 
Such  belief  could  not,  in  the  minds  of  those  who 
entertain  the  fear,  amount  to  conviction,  since 
they  have  not  selected  an  item  from  our  tariff,  or 
appealed  to  a  fact  in  the  history  of  this  country. 
Again,  it  may  be  remarked  that,  when  the  experi- 
ence of  other  countries  is  not  supported  by  ours, 
it  is  not  sound  reasoning  to  urge  the  propriety  of 
basing  our  legislation  on  a  state  of  things  which 
does  not  exist  here.  It  is  well  known  that,  in 
proportion  to  the  amount  of  imports,  there  is  more 
smuggling  on  our  Northern  and  Southern  fron- 
tiers than  on  the  seacoast ;  the  rate  of  duty  being 
the  same,  it  must  be  owing  to  other  causes.  Sepa- 
rated from  the  dominions  of  foreign  Powers  by 
narrow  seas,  rivers,  or  territorial  lines,  facilities 
are  afforded  to  the  illicit  introduction  of  mer- 
chandise which  are  not  within  the  reach  of  those 
who  must  cross  an  ocean  in  a  large  and  valuable 
vessel ;  whose  arrival,  destination,  and  departure, 
are  notorious,  and  announced  in  numberless  pa- 
pers, and  watched  by  revenue  cutters.  The  vigi- 
lance of  our  officers,  aided  by  all  the  efforts  of 
individuals,  is  wholly  incompetent  to  walch  an 
immense  frontier,  most  of  it  a  wilderness.  He 
would  surely  bean  unwise  statesman  who,  because 
there  were  found  examples  of  smuggling  there, 
would  change  a  fiscal  or  political  system  to  meet 
such  cases,  which  will  exist,  not  only  while  there 
are  high  duties,  but  while  there  are  any.  The 
same  obvious  reasons  will  apply  to  England,  or 
any  other  European  nation  ;  and  these  may  be  the 
causes  which  have  led  to  the  selection  of*^  an  ex- 
ample from  abroad.  There,  smuggling  is  not  car- 
ried on  in  sea  vessels  which  are  entered  at  the  cus- 
tom-houses, but  in  boats  which  pass  in  the  night. 
The  Isle  of^Man  was  a  principal  scene  for  illicit 
trade ;  since  its  sovereignty  has  been  purchased 
by  the  Crown,  it  has  ceased.  The  contiguity  to 
foreign  nations  affording  means  of  unlawful  com- 
munication, is  the  principal  source  of  this  danger. 
It  is  not  carried  on  by  merchant  vessels  fit  to  navi- 
gate the  ocean,  and  cannot  prevail  to  a  great  extent 
here.  It  cannot  be  the  meaning  of  the  memorial- 
ists, that  the  merchants  of  our  country  would  en- 
gage in,  or  countenance,  this  illicit  and  immoral 
traffic  ;  no  others  would  have  the  means  of  doing 
it,  especially  when  doubly  watched  by  a  class  of 
men  who  have  paid  the  duties  on  their  own  im- 
portations, and  do  not  want  intelligence  to  discern 
their  interests,  or  vigilance  to  guard  against  all 
attacks,  open  or  covert. 

A  tax  on  the  viany  a  bounty  to  the  fere. 

Of  the  numerous  objections  which  are  urged 
against  the  proposed  measure,  there  is  none  which 
carries  with  it  more  plausibility,  till  examined,  or 
would  be  more  conclusive,  if  true.  The  commit- 
tee most  freely  admit,  that,  if  a  general  system 


for  the  protection  of  manufactures  is  necessarily  a 
permanent  tax  on  the  community  for  the  mere 
benefit  of  those  engaged  in  them,  it  must  be  radi- 
cally wrong,  and  partially  so,  as  the  same  effect 
follows  the  encouragement  of  particular  branches. 
Disclaiming  the  word  bounties  as  wholly  inappli- 
cable to  any  part  of  the  bill,  they  are  willing  to 
test  it  by  the  principles  laid  down  by  its  active 
and  intelligent  opponents.  "  There  is,  however, 
an  argument  in  favor  of  encouraging  particular 
employments  by  bounties  and  taxes,  which  merits 
a  different  consideration.  It  has  been  justly  urged 
that  there  may  be  occupations  peculiarly  adapted 
to  our  situation  and  character,  and  which,  if  once 
established,  might  be  carried  on  better  here  than 
elsewhere,  so  as  to  afford  their  productions  at  a 
cheaper  rate  than  is  now  paid  for  them  ;  and  yet 
habit  and  indolence,  and  the  natural  attachment 
of  men  to  the  pursuits  in  which  they  have  been 
educated,  and  the  immediate  expense  of  commenc- 
ing the  business,  and  the  want  of  that  skill  which 
only  time  and  experience  can  give,  and  a  doubt  how 
soon  or  how  certainly  the  profit  may  be  realized, 
may  deter  individuals  from  engaging  in  those  oc- 
cupations, and  induce  them  to  persist  in  others 
less  profitable  to  themselves  and  the  public  ;  and 
that  if  these  difficulties  can  be  overcome  by  a 
present  tax,  which  will  be  more  than  compensated 
by  the  reduction  of  prices  hereafter,  it  is  good 
policy  and  economy  to  impose  it.  On  this  princi- 
ple, encouragement  has  alwas  been  given  by  our 
Government  to  particular  pursuits,  and  it  should 
always  be  given  to  the  full  extent  that  this  princi- 
ple will  warrant.  By  its  adoption,  the  whole  sub- 
ject is  made  a  mere  question  of  economy — of  econ- 
omy to  consumers,  who  are  all  the  people  ;  and  it 
becomes  our  duty  to  study  not  how  to  make  man- 
ufactures dear,  but  how  to  make  them,  on  the 
whole,  cheap  and  abundant.  The  best,  and  per- 
haps the  only  mode  of  doing  it,  is  to  promote  com- 
petition at  the  lowest  prices."* 

A  general  acquiescence  in  these  sentiments 
would  leave  for  our  consideration  only  the  ques- 
tion of  their  application.  In  ascertaining  the  most 
effectual  means  of  promoting  national  industry,  it 
is  truly  gratifying  to  find  both  sides  starting  on 
the  same  principles  ;  this  gives  them  a  stability 
which  saves  the  trouble  of  examining  their  sound- 
ness. It  would  be  indeed  useless ;  for  who  will 
deny  that  "economy  to  the  consumer  "  should  be 
the  guiding  maxim  for  individuals  and  legislators  ? 
The  meaning  of  the  term  cannot  be  understood. 
Economy,  whether  individual  or  political,  is  pro- 
bably not  a  very  complicated  science,  when  stud- 
ied not  by  theory  and  speculative  reasoning,  but 
the  book  of  practical  life  and  experience.  Prin- 
ciples, to  be  correct,  must  be  drawn  from  practical 
observation  more  than  reasoning  ;  \i  to  be  applied 
to  theory,  they  may  be  drawn  from  the  same 
source ;  but,  if  intended  for  universal  practice, 
they  should  flow  from  the  lessons  of  experience. 
Practical  economy  to  the  consumer  teaches  him 
to  procure  what  he  wants  at  the  cheapest  rate, 
and  that  mode  is  cheapest  by  which  he  can  buy 

*  Report  of  the  Boston  Ccmmittee. 
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with  the  least  labor  and  expense.     The  price  of 
an  article  is  not  its  nominal  rate  in  dollars,  but  in 
the  quantity  of  a  given  article  which  will  procure 
it.     Assuming  any  sum  as  the  standard  price  of 
any  article,  the  great  question  for  the  consumer 
is,  how  to  obtain  it  on  the  best  terms  ;  how  to  ex- 
change his  own  surplus  productions  for  those  he 
needs,  to  most  advantage  ;  to  select  the  object  on 
which  he  may  employ  his  own  industry  so  as  to 
realize  the  greatest  production.     If  the  mere  trans- 
fer of  the  same  labor  from  one  object  to  another 
will  enable  him  to  attain  his  ends,  it  is  his  interest 
to  do  it.     If,  for  the  reasons  stated  in  the  above  i 
extract,  and  the  powerful  ones  which  result  from  ' 
the  policy  of  foreign  Governments,  such  transfer  j 
becomes  useless  or  impracticable,  the  interference  i 
of  a  Government  which  would  remove  these  dif- 
ficulties is  not  coercive  on  its  own  citizens,  but 
becomes  auxiliary  to  their  wishes  and  interest.    If  l 
a  foreign  Government  allow  an  enormous  bounty 
on  a  manufacture,  the  raw  material  of  which  is 
excluded  by  law,  or  duty,  or  the  difficulties  and 
expense  of  lis  transportation,  and  thus  break  down 
all  domestic  competition  in  the  supply  of  an  arti- 
cle of  which  every  consumer  would  furnish  the 
rough  material,  it  would  not  be  an  arbitrary  mea- 
sure if  Government  should  create  the  competition, 
transfer  the  manufactory  to  its  own  jurisdiction, 
and  thus  give  the  consumer  an  option  of  paying 
for  it  with  the  produce  he  could  easiest  raise  and 
most  conveniently  spare.     A  farmer,  in  devising 
the  means  of  clothing  his  family,  will  at  once  in- 
quire into  the  most  economical  means  of  doing  it. 
He  has  on  hand  a  surplus  of  grain,  wool,  flax.  The 
stores  in  his  neighborhood  groan  with  imported 
goods  from  England.     But  the  merchant  cannot 
export  grain,  tlax,  or  wool.     England  excludes 
them  ;  she  has  enough  of  her  own  :  and  as  we 
purchase  our  buttons,  woollens,  and  linens,  from 
her,  there  is  no  resource  but  to  purchase  on  credit. 
If  a  manufactory  were  within  his  reach,  he  could 
exchange  the  material  for  the  manufacture  ;  this 
affords  him  the  only  means  of  exchange  or  sale. 
If  there  were  no  manufactories,  and  Government 
would  build  them  up  by  imposing  duties  on  for- 
eign fabrics,  such  duties  would  not  be  a  tax  on  the 
farmer,  but  an  efficient  bounty,  by  giving  a  value  to 
his  otherwise  useless  products.     It  will  scarcely  be 
contended  by  those  who  so  loudly  protest  against 
a  forced  transfer  of  occupations,  that  the  farmer 
may  turn  spinner,  weaver,  bleacher,  dyer,  fuller, 
&c.    His  occupation  is  the  extraction  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  earth,  and  he  has  a  right  to  ask  of  the 
Groverument  that  they  adopt  such  a  system  as 
shall  make  it  most  valuable. 

Competition  is  the  security  of  the  consumer 
against  imposition  in  what  he  buys,  and  of  a  mar- 
ket for  what  he  has  to  spare.  If  the  articles  of 
consumption  are  supplied  by  importation,  the  com- 
petition is  confined  to  three  classes — the  foreign 
manufacturer  and  exporter  and  the  American  im- 
porter ;  theirs  is  a  struggle  for  the  sale  of  the  man- 
ufacture, which  can  only  diminish  the  price  ;  but 
as  the  provisions  and  the  raw  materials  raised  by 
the  mass  of  consumers  are  prohibited,  there  can 
be  no  competition  for  their  purchase.    But  to  the 


farmer  this  reduction  of  price  produces  no  benefit. 
Price  is  composed  of  two  items — the  rate  of  the 
thing  sold,  and  the  rate  of  the  thing  received  in 
payment.     Economy  to  the  consumer  is  the  low 
rate  of  one,  the  high  of  the  other.     The  competi- 
tion for  provisions  and  wool  being  now  entirely 
domestic,  the  price  is  necessarily  limited  to  home 
consumption,  and  cannot  be  affected  by  the  price  of 
foreign  importations,  but  only  by  a  diminution  of 
the  quantity.     If  the  price  of  the  finest  British 
broadcloth  was  reduced  to  eight  dollars  a  yard,  it 
would,  at  the  present  price  of  wheat,  cost  the 
farmer  sixteeo  bushels  a  yard — of  wool,  sixteen 
pounds  :  if  the  cloth  should  rise  to  sixteen  dollars  a 
yard,  wheat  would  not  rise  to  one  a  bushel,  and 
wool  to  one  dollar  a  pound,  unless  the  domestic 
demand  increased   in   the  same  proportion  :  this 
would  be  impossible,  unless  accompanied  with  a 
proportionate  increase  of  domestic  manufactures. 
If  all  our  supply  was  by  imports,  their  price  could 
have  no  bearing  on  the  price  of  domestic  articles, 
which  would  not  be  received  in  exchange.     Can 
It  be  doubted  that  the  system  which  insures  this 
exchange  is  true  economy  1     If  our  woollens  are 
made  at  home,  the  price  of  the  fabric  will  l)e  gov- 
erned by  the  price  of  materials ;  the  rates  are  im- 
material; one  pays  for  the  other;  competition  will 
regulate  them  bv  a  just  standard.    The  tax  on  the 
importation  becomes  a  mutual  benefit ;  it  operates 
not  to  force  the  farmer  from   his  occupation,  but 
to  secure  him  the  choice  of  products,  by  rearing 
up  new  cstablishmentr,,  to  furnish    him  with  a 
market  for  his  raw  materials,  say  of  wool,  flax, 
;  and  hemp.     By  abstaining  from  the  imposition  of 
such  duties  on  the  foreign  as  would  open  our  mar- 
kets to  the  domestic  products  of  those  articles,  the 
i  farmer  is,  in  effect,  forced  from  his  occupation, 
and  prevented  from  raising  them.    Foreign  boun- 
I  ties  produce  the  precise  enect  which   is  so  much 
!  dreaded  from  our  laws;  foreign  restrictive  systems 
'  virtually  compel  our  farmers  to  confine  their  labor 
not  to  what  they  can  produce  with   the  greatest 
ease  and  profit,  but  what  suits  their  Government 
to  receive,  thus  effectually  preventing  the  con- 
sumer from  consulting  his  economy,  he  is  obliged 
to  look  to  foreign  laws  to  know  what  productions 
he  shall  raise  to  supply  his  family  with  food  and 
raiment,  utensils  and  iurniture. 

That  system  of  dealing  among  the  members  of 
I  the  same  community  is  the  best  which  produces 
such  exchange  that  the  wants  of  the  one  may  be 
j  supplied  by  the  surplus  of  the  other.     If  our  habits 
of  intercourse  with  other  nations  have  kept  off' the 
\  adoption  of  the  system  of  exchange  among  our- 
selves, and  those  nations  will  not  agree  to  its  adop- 
tion ;  if,  in  consequence,  we  look  round  this  coun- 
try, and  find  that  the  aggregate  means  to  supply 
I  the  wants  of  all  are  most  abundant  if  properly  dis- 
I  tributed,  yet  there  is  general  distress,  because  the 
!  surplus  of  one  article  cannot  supply  the  deficiency 
[  of  another,  it  cannot  be  an  unwise  or  an  oppressive 
regulation  of  Government  which  would  at  least 
remove  foreign  restraints  and  interference,  so  as  to 
leave  our  citizens  in  the  uninterrupted  selection  of 
their  pursuits  and  modes  of  employment.     It  can- 
not be  sound  policy  to  suffer  them  to  remain  under 
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this  external  coercion,  and  influenced  by  the  fear 
of  a  restrictive  system,  adopted  by  a  paternal  Gov- 
ernment of  our  own  choice,  yet  submit  to  one  im 
posed  on  us  by  one  between  whom  and  this  people 
there  can  be  no  common  tie.  To  guard  the  con- 
sumer against  the  maker  and  seller  of  an  article, 
competition  is  most  effectual.  If  it  be  safe  to  have 
it  confined  to  foreign  and  mercantile,  it  may  be 
equally  so  to  have  it  domestic  and  manufacturing. 
Those  who  prefer  the  former  will  protest  against 
protecting  duties ;  the  second  will  advocate  them  ; 
and  others  so  apportion  them  as  to  enable  both  to 
come  into  the  market  on  equal  terms.  If  the  com- 
merce of  the  world  was  free,  a  low  rate  of  duty 
would  sufl5ce;  while  it  is  restricted,  there  must  l)e 
as  much  tax  as  will  counterbalance  foreign  inter- 
ference, and  afford  the  opportunity  of  exchange. 
Whether  the  rate  of  duties,  so  low  as  to  leave  the 
supply  of  our  consumption  at  the  command  of  one 
class,  so  high  as  to  throw  it  into  the  hands  of 
another,  or  the  medium  between  revenue  and  pro- 
hibition ascending  to  the  one  or  descending  to  the 
other  point,  as  the  economy  and  interest  of  the 
consumer  may  require,  can  better  be  settled  by  ex- 
perience than  reasoning,  it  is  believed  that  ac- 
knowledged facts  leave  no  room  to  doubt.  The 
duty  on  coarse  cottons  being  prohibitory,  the  sup- 
ply IS  now  entirely  domestic ;  the  quality  is  better 
than  the  imported,  and  the  price  to  the  consumer 
reduced  more  than  forty  })er  cent.  The  protecting 
duty  is,  then,  no  tax  on  the  many — no  bounty  to 
the  few.  But  the  additional  forty  per  cent.,  al- 
lowing nothing  for  the  quality,  was  a  direct  tax 
on  the  whole  community  for  the  benefit  of  the  im- 
porter. The  amount  of  this  tax  paid  and  bounty 
will  appear  from  a  statement  furnished  from  a  re- 
port which  dwells  much  on  this  objection  to  man- 
lacturers.*  "From  the  most  accurate  information, 
founded  chiefly  on  ofllicial  documents,  it  appears 
that,  from  the  year  18(K)  to  the  year  1812,  both  in- 
clusive, the  duties  received  on  the  importation  of 
the  coarse  cottons  of  India  amounted  to  more  than 
$3,936,000."  During  the  first  four  years  of  this 
period  the  duties  were  twelve  and  a  half  percent.; 
the  last  eight,  the  Mediterranean  fund  added  made 
them  fifteen,  averaging  about  seven  dollars  of  goods 
to  one  of  duty,  equal  to  -  -  -  .$27,552,(X)0 
The  same  number  of  yards  of  the 
same  goods  of  American  manu- 
facture would  cost  forty  per  cent, 
less,  equal  to  .         .        .         .     11,020,800 


Leaving  the  price  of  the  domestic  at  §16,531.200 

Thus  the  imported  article  costing  §27,552,000, 
the  domestic  $16,531,200,  the  difference.  Si  1,020,- 
800,  has  been  paid  by  the  people ;  deducting  duties, 
$3,936,000,  leaves  $7,084,800,  paid  by  the  consu- 
mer to  the  merchant,  more  than  would  have  pur- 
chased the  same  quantity  from  the  manufacturers 
— a  tax  of  S^45,000  a  year.  This  presents  a  prac- 
tical illustration  of  the  objection  now  under  con- 
sideration— the  tax  on  the  many,  the  bounty  to  the 
few.     But  the  few  were  not  manufacturers ;  the 
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premium  was  not  paid  to  them.  If  such  have  been 
the  salutary  effects  of  the  high  duty  on  cottons,  it 
ought  to  be  a  most  instructive  lesson,  and  induce 
us  to  extend  the  same  protection  to  other  articles 
of  clothing. 

This  is  not  a  solitary  instance  in  the  experience 
of  the  country;  the  same  effect  has  been  produced 
by  high  duties  on  nails,  gunpowder,  and  every  high 
taxed  article  of  manufactures ;  and  it  is  believed 
that  there  is  no  instance  of  the  increase  of  the  price 
of  any  article  the  high  duties  on  which  have  se- 
sured  our  market  to  our  own  manufacturers.  Had 
there  been  any,  it  would  probably  not  have  escaped 
the  attention  of  those  who  so  zealously  oppose 
the  increase  of  duties.  In  tracing  the  progress  ot 
manufactures  in  other  countries,  it  is  univer.sally 
true  that  the  nation  which  has  the  materials,  and 
manufactures  for  itself,  can  undersell  others;  and 
hence,  our  best  and  greatest  statesmen  have  laid  it 
down  as  a  maxim,  that  domestic  competition  will 
always  tend  to  the  reduction  of  the  price — a  max- 
im not  only  consistent  with  reason,  but  supported 
by  fact  and  experience.  It  is  not,  therefore,  with- 
out some  surprise,  that  it  should  be  so  generally  al- 
leged, by  the  opponents  of  protecting  duties,  that 
they  are  a  tax  on  the  many  to  enrich  the  few.  It 
may  comport  with  the  theory  of  foreign  writers  on 
political  economy,  but  the  allegation  has  not  grown 
from  experience  here,  or  elsewhere,  but  is  contra- 
dicted by  uniform  and  admitted  facts.  Manufac- 
tures are  not  the  work  of  yesterday ;  their  tendency 
is  not  for  the  first  time  to  be  now  ascertained ;  en- 
ough has  been  seen  and  witnessed  in  the  past,  to 
afford  a  guide  for  the  future ;  and  if  there  is  safety 
in  any  path,  it  is  that  which  has  been  lighted  by 
the  practice  and  experience  of  years  in  this  coun- 
try, and  almost  centuries  in  others.  It  is  indeed, 
not  easily  conceived  that  duties  short  of  prohibitory 
can  easily  operate  as  a  bounty  to  the  manufactu- 
rer ;  if  the  price  of  the  article  advances  with  the 
duty,  it  still  leaves  the  same  profit  to  the  importer. 
Duties  are  no  burden  to  him ;  he  obtains  a  credit 
equal  to  what  he  allows,  and  the  amount  of  the 
duty  is  an  addition  to  his  capital.  The  manufac- 
turer can  derive  no  benefit  from  a  duty,  unless  it 
checks  or  excludes  the  foreign  importation  ;  while 
imported  goods  meet  him  in  the  market,  the  price 
is  indifferent  to  him  ;  be  it  high  or  low,  it  excludes 
him  from  the  competition,  while  the  importer  can 
have  a  profit.  The  duty  begins  only  to  operate  in 
favor  of  the  manufacturer  when  the  quantity  of 
the  foreign  production  comes  to  be  diminished ;  if 
it  remains  the  same,  it  adds  only  to  the  amount  of 
revenue.  The  ad  valorem  duty  of  thirty  per  cent, 
on  paper  and  cut  glass  is  no  bounty  to  the  owners 
of  paper  mills  and  glass  works,  while  foreigners 
supply  us  ;  if  it  excluded  paper  and  glass,  and  the 
proprietors  exacted  from  the  consumers,  so  that  the 
market  price  of  paper  and  glass  would  advance  to 
the  same  amount,  importations  would  be  resumed 
and  continued  until  the  prices  were  reduced  be- 
low competition.  High  prices  would  create  and 
tempt  it ;  the  interest,  therefore,  of  manufacturers 
would  impel  them  not  to  expose  their  establish- 
ments to  continual  fluctuations,  by  the  ebbs  and 
flows  of  imports.     An  absolute  prohibition  might 
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enable  them  to  exact  from  the  commumty ;  time 
will  ascertain  the  point  at  which  the  rate  of  duties 
might  amount  to  it ;  but  it  is  difficult  to  conceive 
that  mere  rates  of  duties,  which  do  not  exceed 
those  imposed  on  articles  taxed  purely  for  revenue, 
can  prove  dangerous  or  injurious  to  the  consumer; 
and,  with  such  duties,  no  other  mode  can  be  dis- 
cerned by  which  the  domestic  market  can  be  se- 
cured but  low  prices.     The  reverse  of  the  proposi- 
tion is  undoubtedly  tru»i ;  low  duties  could  not 
take  the  market  from  domestic  goods,  unless  the 
imported  were  cheaper.     On  what  other  reason  to 
account  for  the  exclusion  of  coarse  cottons,  the 
committee  are  unable  to  imagine.     If  the  eighty 
per  cent,  duty  was  a  bounty  to  the  manufacturer. 
It  must  be  by  adding  that  amount  to  the  price  of 
his  cloth  ;  the  foreign,  if  of  the  same  quality,  would 
command  the  same  price.     Reason  and  experi- 
ence alike  assign  the  true  cause — the  diminution 
of  price.     There  may  be  a  period  between  the  im- 
position of  a  new  duty  and  the  domestic  supply  of 
our  market  that  may  be  one  of  high  prices ;  but 
"  if  these  difficulties  can  be  overcome  by  a  present 
tax,  which  will  be  more  than  compensated  by  the 
reduction  of  prices  hereafter,  it  is  good  policy  and 
economy  to  impose  it."     True  legislation  is  not 
ephemeral ;  it  looks  beyond  the  present  to  the  fu- 
ture, laying  the   foundations  of  national  policy 
commensurate  with  all  the  great  interests  of  the 
country ;  it  will  build  up  a  system,  not  of  tempo- 
rary, but  permanent  protection ;  it  will  not  be  re- 
tarded or  withheld,  from  a  fear  that  a  monopoly 
of  either  domestic  manufacturing  or  domestic  nav- 
i^tion  will  tax  the  many,  give  a  bounty  to  the 
few,  or  raise  up  a  privileged  order,  dangerous  to 
the  liberties,  or  injurious  to  the  welfare  of  the 
people. 

A  restrictice  system. 
It  is  said  that  this  country  is  about  adopting  a 
restrictive  system,  when  others  are  desirous  of 
abandoning  it,  and  their  best  statesmen  are  con- 
vinced of  its  bad  policy.  When  terras  are  used  as 
weapons,  it  may  be  useful  to  inquire  into  their 
meaning  and  application ;  the  same  measures  may 
acquire  a  good  or  bad  character,  as  they  may  be 
called  parts  of  a  system  of  revenue  or  restriction. 
Impost,  as  a  means  of  taxing  the  consumption  of 
the  country  for  the  support  of  Government,  and 
prohibition,  for  the  purpose  of  creating  and  ma- 
turing the  subjects  of  an  excise,  are  fiscal  mea- 
sures, acknowledgedly  proper  to  meet  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  nation.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
has  recommended   that   if  any  revenue  law  be 

ftassed  for  the  aid  of  our  finances,  it  be  one  of  the 
atter  description — a  prohibition  of  foreign,  an  ex- 
cise on  domestic  spirits.  No  complaints  have  been 
heard  against  the  proposition,  and  perhaps  none 
would  be  heard  if  it  had  embraced  iron,  glass, 
paper,  cottons,  or  woollens.  Though  the  direct 
tendency  would  be  to  give  the  monopoly  of  the 
home  market  to  the  domestic  manufacturer,  yet, 
emanating  from  the  Treasury,  the  same  fearful 
consequences  are  not  anticipated  as  if  it  could  be 
traced  to  a  different  source,  and  its  leading  motive 
the  promotion  of  other  objects.     The  resources  of 


the  Treasury  have  failed ;  it  is  of  no  impcrtaDce 
to  the  people  whether  there  is  a  prohibition  of 
foreign,  and  an  excise  on  domestic  manufactures, 
for  the  purpose  of  filling  the  Treasury,  and,  by 
consequence,  sustaining  manufactures;  or,  for  the 
purpose  of  fostering  manufactures,  and,  by  conse- 
quence, filling  the  Treasury  ;  both  objects  are  ac- 
complished;   which  is  direct  and  which  conse- 
quental  is  immaterial  for  any  other  purpose  than 
giving  a  name  to  the  measure — fiscal  in  the  one 
case,  restrictive  in  the  other.     This  consideration 
must  not  leave  our  minds  when  we  review  the  sys- 
tems of  other  Governments.     At  first  view,  they 
seem  illiberal,  and  dictated  by  a  jealous  spirit  of 
rivalship  and  monojwly  ;  but,  taking  England  as  an 
example,  and  asking  ourselves  by  what  other  means 
she  could,  from  a  small  population,  extract  as  large 
a  revenue  as  would  keep  in  operation  the  immense 
machinery  of  her  mighty  empire,  we  must  admire 
it  as  a  masterly  effort  of  human  policy.    With  less 
than  double  our  number,  she  meets  an  expendi- 
ture of  £50,(KX),000  by  the  receipts  of  her  treas- 
ury.    Her  corn  laws,  her  revenue  and  commer- 
cial systems,  tend  to  the  same  great  object.     The 
former  is  the  basis  of  tiie  land  and  income  tax ; 
the  latter  of  excise  and   customs.     It   is  not  so 
much  from  a  system  of  hostility  to  others,  but  of 
self-defence  to  herself.     This  is  evinced  by  her 
warehousing  system,  displaying  a  liberality  worthy 
of  our  imitation.     It  is  scarcely  credible  that  her 
statesmen  are  willing  to  abandon  those  systems 
which  have  l>een  maturing  for  ages,  for  others  yet 
unknown  and  untried.     The  source  of  her  revenue 
is  now  dependent,  not  on  the  fluctuations  of  im- 
ports, but  the  income,  the  property,  as  well  as  the 
consumption  of  the  country ;  though  each  source 
may  be  extended  to  its  maximum,  none  can  be 
abandoned ;  and  it  may  not  be  very  uncharitable 
to  believe  the  contrary  opinions  which  many  have 
expressed  may  be  intended   for  exportation,  with 
the  benefit  of  drawback  and  custom  bounty. 

The  example  of  other  nations  furnishes  no  ex- 
ceptions to  these  remarks.  The  code  of  France, 
adopted  at  a  late  dale,  furnishes  no  evidence  of  a 
disposition  to  an  abandonment  of  the  same  policy. 
She  persiits  in  the  discrimination  of  the  duty  on 
produce  imported  in  French  and  foreign  ships,  and, 
in  a  spirit  of  defiance,  gives  a  bounty  on  South 
American  cotton.  Spain,  at  the  moment  of  throw- 
ing off  a  despotic,  and  assuming  a  representative 
Government,  has  passed  a  corn  law,  and  prohibited 
the  importation  of  soap  into  her  colonies.  It 
would  be  a  severe  reflection  by  one  Congress  on 
another  to  charge  the  spirit  which  led  to  the  adop- 
tion of  these  measures  as  flowing  from  jealousy 
and  illiberality,  and  not  a  conviction  of  national 
interest.  It  would  be  a  severe  and  serious  reflec- 
tion on  ourselves,  who,  in  the  navigation  acts  ot 
last  session,  extended  to  prohibition  and  non-inter- 
course the  principle  of  what,  when  applied  to  man- 
ufactures, IS  called  the  restrictive  system,  but  the 
character  of  which,  in  our  opinion,  does  not  de- 
pend on  its  application.  Whether  these  treasures 
are  considered  as  commencing  a  new,  or  only  fol- 
lowing up  the  old  system  of  discrimination  adopted 
at  an  early  period  of  our  Government,  whether  re- 
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taliatory,  iggressive,  or  defensive,  does  not  depend 
on  the  selection  of  objects  for  its  operation.  The 
shipping,  produce,  or  manufactures  of  foreign  na- 
tions are  their  assailable  interests.  We  choose  the 
one  which  will  best  insure  our  objects  of  coercion. 
Those  laws  embraced  all  the  objects,  yet  they 
passed  one  branch  of  Congress  with  unanimity, 
and  the  other  without  discussion.  It  is  thought 
unnecessary  to  press  on  the  same  Congress  the  un- 
fairness of  opposing  or  condemning  the  same  prin- 
ciple, merely  because  of  its  application  to  different 
national  interests.  With  France,  the  contest  was, 
whose  shipping  should  carry  to  her  our  cotton,  rice, 
and  tobacco,  and  bring  back  to  us  her  manufac- 
tures, wines  and  spirits ;  with  England,  who  should 
take  to  her  colonies  our  timber,  provisions,  and 
live  stock,  and  bring  to  us  their  various  productions. 
If  the  mere  carrying  back  and  forth  was  worthy 
of  a  contest  of  legislation,  and  justified  prohibition, 
non-importation,  aud  non-intercourse,  it  was  be- 
cause it  gave  a  value  to  the  materials  for  ship 
building,  labor  in  the  construction,  and  employ- 
ment to  seamen  in  their  navigation — objects,  it  is 
admitted,  imperiously  calling  for  a  national  move- 
ment to  coerce  their  completion.  But,  though 
truly  national,  these  objects  embrace  but  a  small 
portion  of  our  population ;  extend  to  but  a  com- 
paratively limited  extent  of  territory;  the  benefits 
resulting  are  not  alike  extended  to  the  mass  of  the 
nation.  The  number  of  carriers,  compared  to  the 
consumers,  is  insignificant.  To  the  latter  it  is  in- 
finitely more  important  that  a  market  should  be 
found  for  their  provisions,  the  raw  materials  for 
manufactures.  They  cannot  feel  that  it  is  not  a 
wise  policy  in  this  nation  to  induce  others  to  re- 
ceive such  articles  as  it  is  the  interest  of  ours  to 
export,  but  only  that  our  ships  may  carry  such  as 
their  policy  may  admit.  The  interest  of  the  con- 
test to  a  majority  of  the  people,  if  their  productions 
are  excluded,  at  all  events,  is  small ;  it  makes  no 
difference  in  the  price.  As  little  does  it  concern 
them  who  carries  foreign  manufactures  to  our 
market ;  it  does  not  vary  the  demand  for  grain  or 
materials.  A  single  ship  may  bring  a  cargo  worth 
more  than  the  annual  labor  of  a  thousand  men,  yet 
not  affording  an  item  for  exchange.  To  whom 
that  ship  belongs,  is  not  the  all-important  question  ; 
where  built,  or  how  navigated ;  but  what  addi- 
tional value  its  contents  afford  to  the  productions 
of  our  soil,  the  fruits  of  our  labor.  A  few  ships 
would  suffice  for  the  importation  of  the  manufac- 
ture.'  we  consume,  forming  a  small  item  in  our 
navigation.  The  transportation  of  our  surplus 
and  now  useless  produce  would  present  one  far 
greater. 

The  carrying  of  all  our  exports  and  imports 
would  not  furnish  a  market  for  one-fourth  of  the 
materials,  or  employment  to  one-fourth  of  the  la- 
bor, required  to  make  the  articles  of  our  consump- 
tion. Yet  it  would  seem  that,  while  the  policy 
of  protecting,  and  even  forcing,  the  one  interest 
has  been  coeval  with  this  Government,  sanctioned 
by  general  acquiescence,  continued  to  the  present 
session,  and  persistance  in  it  recommended,  the 
same  policy,  as  applicable  to  other  greater  and 
more  general  interests,  is  reprobated  as  destructive 


to  the  prosperity  of  the  nation.    It  is  well  known 
that,  if  success  attend  our  attempts  to  effect  a  re- 
ciprocity of  duties  and  r^ulations  as  to  the  ships 
and  their  cargoes,  whether  of  our  own  or  other 
nations,  it  will  give  to  ours  nearly  a  monopoly  of 
transportation,  and  prevent  competition.     While 
this  reciprocity  is  refused,  we  enfxjrce  a  restrictive 
system,  because  France  and  England  refuse  ad- 
mission to  our  shipping  on  equal  terms.     Equal 
justice  would  require  that  we  apply  the  same  sys- 
tem to  their  manufactures,  while  our  provisions 
and  raw  materials  are  excluded.     The  expectation 
that  either  will  give  up  one  provision  in  their  code 
is  as  reasonable  as  that  they  would  abandon  an- 
other.    If  they  would  cling  the  longest  to  any,  and 
give  it  up  the  last,  it  might  be  their  navigation. 
There  can  be  no  difference  in  principle  between 
aiming  at  the  repeal  of  their  corn  laws  or  their 
navigation  acts.     We  ought  not  to  be  governed 
in  our  choice  by  the  particular  interest  it  might 
most  affect,  but  the  greatest  national  good  it  would 
produce.     In  adopting  this  as  the  criterion,  it  may 
deserve  the  inquiry  whether,  if  the  only  great  in- 
terest, or  the  only  favored  one  of  England,  was 
manufacturing,  it  would  be  thought  unwise  or  un- 
just in  our  national  councils  to  endeavor  to  build 
up  our  own,  either  in  retaliation  or  self-defence. 
If  it  would,  then  strong  reasons  indeed  must  exist 
for  the  constant,  strenuous,  and  almost  unanimous 
efforts  to  rear  up  and  cherish  our  navigation.    The 
measure  .so  much  complained  of  proposed  no  pro- 
hibition, bounty,  or  premium ;  the  highest  rates  of 
duties  on  manufactured  goods  did  not  amount  to 
the  existing  one  on  cotton ;  articles  which  inter- 
fered with  our  most  important  manufactures  were 
classed  lower  than  the  most  important  items  of 
consumption,  and  merely  for  revenue.     It  asked 
for  no  prohibition  of  intercourse  to  counteract  for- 
eign bounties,  duties,  or  restrictions ;  it  excluded 
no  article  of  produce  or  manufacture,  unless  by  its 
tendency  to  promote  domestic  competition,  which, 
by  affording  a  market  for  the  raw  material,  enabled, 
and,  by  improving  the  quality  and  reducing  the 
price,  induced,  the  consumer  to  prefer  the  domestic 
to  the  foreign.     Yet  it  has  been,  is,  and  will  be, 
called  a  restrictive  measure,  illiberal  in  its  design, 
ruinous  in  its  tendency,  oppressive  in  its  operation, 
partial  and  unjust  in  its  very  nature  and  original 
conception ;  as  an  attempt  to  wrest  the  soil  and 
the  seas  from  those  to  whose  use  God  had  given 
them  ;  "  a  measure  which  would  doom  the  mer- 
chants to  poverty,  prohibiting  their  ordinary  and 
honorable  pursuits,  presenting  a  horrid  picture  of 
prospective  misery  ;"  "  striking  deeply  at  the  foun- 
dations   of   all    true  and   enlightened    policy ;" 
"  plunging  deeper  into  measures  of  prohibition, 
restrictions  on  trade,   premiums,    bounties,  and 
stimulants  to  rear  exclusive  interest  at  the  national 
expense ;"  "  an  undisguised  effort  to  coax  or  alarm 
our  rulers  into  the  ruinous  project  of  coercing  the 
farmers,  planters,  artisans,  and  merchants;  to  make 
crutches  of  agriculture  and  commerce,  to  Ajpport 
a  body  which,  in  the  mania  of  speculation,  has 
been  dieted  and  swelled  into  an  unnatural  growth, 
too  unwieldy  for  her  limbs  to  sustain  ;"  "  to  con- 
vert our  seamen  into  skulking,  profligate  smug- 
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Tiers,  at  an  expense  of  taxation,  national  happi- 
ness, and  legislative  oppression  ;"  "  the  vote  of  this 
House  viewed  with  astonishment  and  concern ; 
the  reasons  for  it,  a  repetition  of  trite  and  exploded 
doctrines;"  a  "triumph  of  passion  and  interest 
over  reason  and  justice ;"  "  political  quackery, 
which  proposes  to  legislate  a  nation  into  wealth 
and  prosperity ;"  "  a  call  for  a  most  onerous  tax, 
with  no  view  to  national  defence,  (for  this  is  not 
pretended  by  its  candid  admirers,)  but  merely  to 
take  some  millions  of  dollars  annually  from  the 
pockets  of  the  agriculturists  and  merchants,  to 
give  as  a  bounty  to  manufacturers." 

This  is  the  character  given  to  this  measure  ; 
these  are  the  motives  ascribed  for  its  passage,  in 
the  memorials  addressed  to  us ;  if  with  justice, 
then  there  is  much  of  our  past  and  some  of  our 
present  policy  to  condemn  in  relation  to  other 
subjects  and  other  interests.  Measures  purely  re- 
strictive, and  strictly  prohibitory,  have  been  prayed 
for  by  those  who  now  so  oppose  this  ;  with  what 
consistency  or  regard  to  general  interest,  alike, 
opinions  may  vary.  When  they  apply  strong  lan- 
guage, like  the  foregoing,  to  this  proposed  bill,  to 
those  who  advocated  and  the  body  which  passed 
it,  they  must  have  forgotten  that  the  war  duties 
were  higher  than  those  now  so  much  deprecated ; 
that  they  continued  for  eighteen  months  after  the 
peace,  and  did  not  produce  the  fearful,  dreadful 
consequences  predicted  from  this.  Those  duties 
being  imposed  for  revenue,  and  not  followed  by 
such  effects,  if  those  now  proposed  will  produce 
them,  it  must  follow  that,  not  the  provisions  or 
enactments  of  a  law,  but  the  motives  and  objects 


is  necessary  to  effect  this,  it  becomes  a  measure 
of  revenue  and  not  restriction — of  internal,  not 
external  policy  ;  affording  no  just  ground  of  com- 
plaint to  foreigners,  as  they  have  no  right  to  judge 
of  our  domestic  legislation.     To  our  own  citizens 
it  becomes  a  measure  of  restriction  or  benefit,  ac- 
cording 10  its  operation.     In  the  present  state  of 
foreign  markets,  the  exclusion  of  foreign  spirits 
would   open  a  domestic   market   for  our  grain, 
which  in  vain  seeks  one  abroad.     It  cannot  be 
called  illiberal  in  us,  but  called  for  by  self-defence. 
We  may  have  as  little  cause  to  complain  of  their 
exclusion,  as  it  results  from  a  calculation  of  in- 
terest ;  our  excise  on  domestic  spirits  becomes  a 
mere  matter  of  revenue,  to  supply  the  impost  on 
imported  spirits.     Thus  there  may  be  mutual  pro- 
hibitions, dictated  by  national  interests,  and  yet 
consistent  with  the  principles  of  free  trade.     In 
apportioning  our  imposts,  f^r  the  united  purposes 
of  supplying  the  Treasury,  giving  a  value  to  our 
productions,  and  employment  to  the  labor  of  the 
nation,  it  well  cannot,  and  ought  not,  to  be  called 
a  system  of  restriction,  unless,  in  its  operation  on 
foreign  nations,  or  our  own  people,  it  extends  be- 
yond those  objects,  to  individual  or  general  op- 
pression.    If,  in  its  details,  the  proposed  bill  con- 
tains features  of  this  description,  they  are  certainlv 
objectionable,  and  the  committee  would  be  unwil- 
ling  they  should  be  retained  ;  but,  as   they  are 
unable  to  perceive  them,  as  none  of  the  memorial- 
ists have  pointed  them  out,  but  confined  their  ob- 
jections to  general  allegations,  we  must  be  allowed 
to  believe  that  none  of  its  provisions  extend  be- 
yond the  dictates  of  sound  policy,  and  are  unde- 

which  have  been  so 


of  those  who  bring  it  forward,  give  it  its  charae-,  ^frving  of  the  strong  epithets 

"    ion  and    liberally  applied  to  them. 


ler  and  control  its  operation  ;  that  prohibition 
excise,  if  recommended  from  the  Treasury,  may 
be  salutary  ;  if  asked  for  by  farmers  and  distillers, 
ruinous  and  oppressive.  Had  the  French  ton- 
nage duty,  the  non-importation  and  non-inter- 
course with  the  British  islands  and  colonies  been 
petitioned  for  by  manufacturers,  those  measures 
must  have  injured  and  destroyed ;  as  merchants 
prayed  for  them,  they  have  benefited  and  saved 
commerce.  Had  the  bounty  on  Brazil  cotton  fol- 
lowed the  passage  of  the  tariff,  it  would  have  been 
a  curse ;  as  it  is  consequent  on  the  navigation 
acts,  planters  will  view  it  as  a  blessing.  Ought 
it  not  rather  to  be  viewed  as  a  solemn  warning,  a 
lesson  of  instruction,  to  teach  us  that,  if  we  ex- 
pect by  our  legislation  to  change  the  policy  of 
other  nations,  it  is  safer  to  select  new  points  of 
attack  than  to  persist  in  one  which  has  already 
more  seriously  endangered  our  remaining  staple 
export  than  could  have  been  foreseen  ?  Is  the 
allowance  of  this  bounty  a  practical  illustration 
at  ti^  explosion  of  all  restrictions  on  trade,  the 
ado|)tion  of  liberal  principles  and  free  trade? 

It  cannot  well  be  considered  as  a  part  of  a  sys- 
tem of  restriction,  that,  in  providing  for  the  pub- 
lic expenditure,  an  excise  on  any  articles  of  con- 
sumption should  be  adopted.  In  selecting  for 
taxation  objects  which  will  bear  it,  they  must  be 
those  which  are  permanent,  net  fluctuating.  It  may 
be  necessary  to  create  some,  and  to  give  stability 
to  others.    If  the  exclusion  of  foreign  competition 


Destroy  revenue. 

It  is  a  very  common  objection  that  this  bill  will 
destroy  the  revenue,  and  make  a  resort  to  direct 
taxation  inevitable.  If  this  was  an  evil  which 
would  never  befall  the  country  under  the  present 
system,  and  would  be  a  consequence  of  a  new  one, 
there  might  be  much  weight  in  the  suggestion. 
But  it  must  be  recollected,  that  if  we  have  not 
hitherto,  and  do  not  now,  resort  to  direct  and  in- 
ternal taxation,  it  is  not  because  our  revenue  is 
sufficient  to  meet  our  expenditure  ;  the  aid  of  loans 
is  indispensable.  Internal  taxation  is  now  avoided 
only  by  borrowing,  not  because  our  other  means 
are  abundant ;  these  loans  are  not  in  anticipation 
of  the  receipt  of  taxes  already  imposed,  or  merely 
temporary  until  an  efficient  system  shall  come  into 
active  operation,  but  made  on  the  general  credit  of 
the  nation,  without  any  definite  and  certain  pro- 
vision for  their  repayment.  If  it  can  be  called 
one,  then  our  present  system  is  not  impost,  but 
impost  and  loans ;  every  change  in  the  tariff,  let 
the  effects  be  as  they  may,  can  only  change  the 
proportions  of  the  two  items.  Admitting  it  may 
become  loans  and  impost  by  the  new,  it  is  not  cer- 
tain that  it  may  not  by  the  old.  If  it  is  not  un- 
wise or  unsound  policy  to  resort  to  the  general 
credit  of  the  nation  in  time  of  profound  peace,  no 
possible  bad  consequences  can  follow  the  adoption 
of  the  proposed  plan.    It  is  only  the  difference  be- 


tween the  people  paying  as  they  go,  and  paying 
interest ;  for  the  people  must  pay  in  the  end.  Loans 
are  not  revenue,  and  are  to  the  nation  what  a 
judgment  and   mortgage   are   to   an   individual, 
binding  the  person,  personal  property,  and  soil. 
If  loans  are  ever  to  be  paid,  and  interest  is  not  to 
be  a  perpetual  tax  on  the  country,  we  have  al- 
ready as  much  debt  to  redeem  as  the  present  gen- 
eration is  able  to  pay ;  the  burden  must  be  re- 
moved by  us,  or  left  as  a  legacy  to  posterity.     If 
loans  are  injudicious,  then  other  means  must  be 
resorted  to  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  Treas- 
ury; those  means  are,  an  increase  of  the  impost 
and  tonnage  duties,  or  internal  and  direct  taxes. 
If  the  former  is  the  most  eligible  mode,  then  the 
bill  of  last  session  becomes  necessary  for  revenue, 
and  is  free  from  the  objection  now   urged  ;  if  it 
fails  in  this  object,  it  must  be  because  the  present 
tariff  is  as  high  as  the  country  can  bear ;  in  other 
words,  because  impost  cannot  be  made  efficient. 
If  this  is  already  so  certain  and  clear  that  it  is 
useless  to  even  try  the  experiment,  another  mode 
becomes  indispensable,  and  must  be  adopted  im-* 
mediately.     What  is  that  other  mode?    Direct 
taxes,  excise,  &c.     It  is  conceived  hardly  neces- 
sary to  examine  into  the  expediency  or  iustice  of 
Assessing  on  the  real  estate  of  the  people  a  sum 
sufficient  to  meet  the  deficit  of  the  Treasury,  as  it 
is  believed   to  be  within  the  personal  knowledge 
of  every  member  of  this  House  that  the  farmers 
and  landholders  are  unable  to  pay  a  tax  on  their 
Jands.     The  depression  of  agricultural  produce, 
the  depreciation  in  the  price  of  real  property  which 
is  universal,  the  state  of  the  currency,  the  want 
of  a  circulating  medium,  and  the  means  of  pro- 
curing it,  forbid  the  hope  that  this  would  be  an 
available  mode.     In   the  present  embarrasNment 
which  pervades  the  whole  country,  it  would  be 
unjust  and  oppressive ;  the  people  have  not  the 
means  or  the  ability ;  an  attempt  to  coerce  them 
would  throw  the  Government  into   unnecessary 
expense,  or  enable  them  and  speculators  to  pur- 
chase the  fee  simple  of  our  soil.     In  this  situation 
of  the  country,  the  committee  would  express  their 
decided  opinion  that  the  imposition   of  this  tax 
would  produce  evils  of  the  most  serious  and  alarm- 
ing nature,  and  be  equally  repugnant  to  the  wishes 
of  the  Legislature  and  the  interest  of  the  nation. 
In  looking  around  for  other  objects  of  direct 
taxation,  none  could  be  discovered  which  could 
materially   relieve    the    public    embarrassments. 
Excise  seems  to  be  the  only  expedient.     Excise  is, 
as  well  as  impost,  a  tax  on  the  consumption  of  the 
country  ;  one  operates  on  the  imported,  the  other 
on  the  domestic  article ;  the  difference  is  in  name, 
not  substance ;  it  is  in  both  a  duty  laid — an  as- 
sessment made  on  the  value,  weight,  dimensions, 
or  quantity  of  an  article  imported  from  abroad,  or 
made  at  home.     The  term  excise  is  with  some  an 
odious  one,  implying  compulsion  to  pay  it ;  while 
impost  is  said  to  ^  a  voluntary  tax ;  but  it  is 
surely  as  easy  to  abstain  from  the  use  of  domestic 
spirits,  and  tous  avoid  the  payment  of  an  excise, 
as  from  the  use  of  foreign  spirits,  and  thus  avoid 
an  impost.     Those  who  will  use  spirits  must  pay 
one  or  the  other ;  and  if  the  amount  of  the  as- 


sessment on  both  i:(  the  same,  it  makes  the  same 
addition  to  the  price,  and,  in  either  case,  operates 
with  as  much  compulsion.     An  impost  on  wool- 
len or  cotton  goods  to  those  who  choose  to  wear 
them  is  an  addition  to  the  price — a  tax  ;  if  they 
wear  them,  they  must  pay  it ;  an  excise  is  no  more 
compulsory,  and  ought  to  be  no  more  odious  or 
unpopular.    There  is  great  magic  m  names  and 
words.     Finance  and  revenue  are  said  to  be  sci- 
ences ;  darkness  conceals  their  principles ;  politi- 
cal and  mental  research  is  necessary  to  understand 
them  ;  there  is  this  veil  which  conceals  them  from 
common  and  simple  observation,  which  can  only 
be  raised   by   those  initiated  in   their  mysteries. 
Hence  has  arisen   the  delusion  which   presents 
commerce  as  the   principal   source   of    revenue. 
This  illusion  would  be  effectually  dissipated,  if  a 
few  plain  practical  considerations  were  bestowed 
upon  it ;  but  it  continues,  not  because  it  is  so  dif- 
ficult, but  so  easy  to  remove  it.     There  are  no 
truths,  either  in  science  or  common  life,  so  diffi- 
cult to  inculcate  and  enforce  observance  as  plain 
and  simple  ones ;  when  they  are  applied  to  the 
great  operations  of  Government  they  are  doubted, 
because  it  is  a  common  belief  that  great  machi- 
nery can  only  be  put  and  kept  in  motion  by  great 
principles,  above  common  comprehension  ;  hence 
thty  are  not  examined.     From  the  want  of  this 
examination   has  arisen    the   common   accepted 
opinion  that  excise  is  an  oppressive,  impost  a  mild 
I  mode  of  taxation.    Had  it  changed,  and  applied 
the  word  impost  to  domestic  articles,  excise  and 
external  taxation  to  foreign,  the  popularity  of  the 
,  two  modes  of  taxation  would  have  been  trans- 
I  posed  ;  for  their  operation  on   the  people  is  the 
:  same.     A  moment's   reflection  will   bring  about 
the  conviction,  that  a  dollar  impost,  or  a  dollar 
excise,  on  a  yard  of  cloth,  which  is  in  both  cases 
added  to  the  price,  is  of  no  further  importance  to 
the  one  who  buys  it  than  in  paying  it  in  the  one 
case  to  the  man  who  imports  it,  and  in  the  other 
to  the  man  who  makes  it.     To  the  Government  it 
is  the  same,  as  the  same  amount  is  received  into 
the  Treasury ;  whether  derived  from  the  one  source 
or  the  other,  it  is  alike  revenue.     This  revenue  is 
in  neither  case  paid  by  commerce  or  manufac- 
tures ;  the  tax  is  on  the  article,  not  on  the  carrier 
or  the  maker.    Commerce  is  the  means  by  which 
the  foreign   article  manufactures   the  means  by 
which   the  domestic  article   is  furnished  to  the 
consumer  or  purchaser,  who  pays  the  tax  ;  when 
he  buys  the  goods,  he  pays  the  revenue.    If  the 
articles  could  not  be  sold,  none  would  be  imported 
by  the  merchant,  or  made  by  the  manufacturer  ; 
the  Government  would  receive  no  revenue. 

Impost  being  a  tax  on  consumption  and  not  on 
commerce,  consumption  and  not  commerce  fur- 
nishes the  revenue  :  so  of  excise ;  it  is  consump- 
tion, not  manufactures.  Both  the  merchant  and 
manufacturer  make  the  tax  an  article  of  merchan- 
dise, by  adding  it  to  the  cost,  and  apportioning 
the  profit  on  their  aggregate  expenditure.  The 
consumer  will  purchase  from  the  one  or  the  other, 
as  he  can  best  and  easiest  pay,  or  most  profitably 
exchange.  The  present  state  of  the  country  offers 
a  decided  preference.    The  merchant  cannot  pur- 
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chase  or  receive  in  exchange  the  provisio|>s  or 
raw  materials  of  the  farmer  ;  their  irapor^on  is 
prohibited  in  the  country  whence  he  imports  his 
goods.     But  the  manufacturer  wants  provisions 
lor  his  laborers,  and  materials  for  his  establish- 
ment ;  he  can  purchase  or  exchange.     When  grain 
can  be  exchanged  for  spirits,  it  pays  the  tax  to  the 
Government  and  the  price  to  the  distiller ;  it  is, 
therefore,  an  easier  and  cheaper  mode  of  discharging 
the  portion  of  the  burdens  of  Government,  which 
every  man  must  pay,  than  by  being  compelled  to 
turn  his  grain  into  rnoney  at  any  price  which  a  bad 
market  would  afford.    If,  therefore,  the  operation  of 
the  proposed  tariff  would  be  to  substitute  excise  for 
impost,  as  the  principal  source  of  revenue,  it  would 
be  a  most  salutary  effect  to  the  mass  of  consumers, 
who  would  thus  be  enabled  to  pay  in  kind,  and  by 
exchange,  what  they  must,  by  the  other  mode, 
pay  in  money.     To  accomplish  this,  there  must 
be  subjects  for  the  operation  of  an  excise  ;  while 
foreign  productions  supply  the  consumption  of  the 
country,  there  will  be  no  domestic  ones  on  which 
to  impose  an  excise ;  or,  if  an  impost  should  create 
such  a  consumption  as  would  divide  the  market, 
an  excise  on  the  domestic  article  would  render  the 
impost  on  the  foreign  no  discrimination,  and  en- 
able it  to  supersede  the  domestic  in  the  market. 
The  domestic  market  must  be  secured  to  the  do- 
mestic production  ;  then  it  can  pay  an  excise,  and 
render  the  revenues  of  the  Grovernment  permanent 
and  certain  as  the  consumption  of  the  country. 
A  sudden  change  in  systems  of  taxation  creates 
revulsions   injurious   to  established   interests ;    it 
should  be  so  gradual  as  to  give  time  to  the  business 
of  the  country  to  direct  its  operations  in  conform- 
ity to  the  new  measures.     1  his  is  best  done  by 
such  revision  of  the  tariff  as  will  make  the  most 
from  items  for  revenue,  and  to  enable  those  of 
manufacture  to  progress  to  such  a  state  as  to  meet 
the  demand.     It  the  proposed  tariff  has  not  this 
tendency,  it  is  not  because  the  most  assiduous  ex- 
ertions of  the  committee  have  not  been  directed  to 
those  objects. 

The  important  inquiry  now  presents  itself,  will 
such  a  change  be  injurious  to  the  revenue,  or  is  it 
necessary  for  its  preservation  and  increase? 

The  official  documents   before  us  present  the 
alarming  facts,  that,  besides  the  absorption  of  the 
balance  of  the  sinking  fund,  the  deficits  of  the 
last  and  present  year  amount  to  nearly  §10,000,000 ; 
that  the  revenue  from  the  customs  for  the  "  last 
three  years  has  rapidly  decreased,  and  those  of  the 
last  are  less  than  any  preceding  one  since  the 
peace."     As  the  consumption  of  the  country  is  the 
source  of  the  customs,  it  is  thus  rendered  certain 
that  it  does  not  keep  pace,  but  diminishes,  with 
the  increase  of  the  population  of  the  country  ;  one 
principal  reason  must  have  occurred  to  the  per- 
sonal observation  of  every  member  of  this  House 
in  his  district— the  means  of  purchasing  imported 
articles  have  become,  and  are  becoming,  lessened. 
A  hope  is,  indeed,  left  us,  that  we  may  anticipate 
more  from  the  future  than  we  have  realized  from 
the  past  and  present ;  but  we  are  left  without  any 
certainty  of  the  means  by  which  the  future  con- 
sumption of  the  foreign  goods  may  be  increased 


beyond  the  present,  or  any  assurance  that  it  will 
not  be  less.     In  trusting  to  estimates  and  conjec- 
tures, and  by  basing  our  legislation  on  them  as 
facts  and  certainties,  we  make  ourselves  responsi- 
ble for  their  correctness,  if  they  prove  delusive; 
and  yet  we  shall,  by  implicitly  confiding  in  them, 
have  persisted  in  a  system  iniurious,  and  retarded 
the  adoption  of  one  beneficial  to  the  national  rev- 
enue, interest  and  credit.     The  responsibility  may 
be  unpleasant,  for  we  shall  have  avoided  the  course 
to  which  facts,  experience,  and   perhaps   policy, 
pointed,  and  followed  that  to  which  we  had  been 
allured  by  expectation  and  hope.     If  the  resources 
of  the  country,  if  the  means  of  purchasing  the 
materials  which  can  be  exchanged,  have  become 
diminished,  it  is  not  by  any  calamity  of  a  general 
nature  at  home,  or  any  unexpected  events  abroad. 
Many  think  it  has  resulted  from  trusting  to  exter- 
nal, and  not  to  internal  sources  of  revenue,  from 
not  securing  our  market  to  our  own  productions ; 
if  they  are  mistaken  in  the  reasons,  they  are  not 
in  the  fiact.     The  revenue  has  been  insufficient, 
and  is  yet  so.     Will  it  not  then  become  prudent 
to  adopt  our  measures  on  the  belief  that  it  will 
continue  so  under  the  operation  of  existing  mea- 
sures, and  in  the  existing  state  of  things  ?     There 
is  at  least,  safety  in  this  course ;  no  change  is  even 
conjectured  till  1822,  and  then  may  not  be  very 
sudden,   or  to   an  amount   greater  than   will   be 
required   to  redeem   the  public  credit.     In  1825 
818,000,000  of  public  debt  becomes  due,  and  it  is 
not  probable  that  the  revenues  of  the  intermediate 
period  will  more  than  meet  the  expenditure,  the 
loans  of  the  last  and  present  years,  and  that  instal- 
ment of  the  public  debt.     There  is  no  danger  that 
too  much  money  will  flow  from  the  present  system 
of  revenue  to  the  Treasury  ;  but   there  is  much 
danger  that  there  will  not  be  enough  to  meet  the 
demands.      A    prudent,   safe,   and   sound    iwlicv 
would  then  seem  to  dictate  the  propriety  of  provid- 
ing for  a  contingency,  which,  if  not  certain,  is 
highly  probable ;  and  not  trust  implicitly  to  one 
which  is  barely  possible,  and  which  must  take  ef- 
fect, or  the  whole  country  present  one  general  dis- 
tress, heightened  by  the  loss  of  national  credit,  the 
destruction  of  public  confidence,  and  justly  ascrib- 
able  to  our  want  of  foresight,  possibly  to  the  pride 
of  opinion. 

It  may  happen  to  the  best  administered  (Jovern- 
ments  that  their  settled  course  of  policy  may  be 
defeated  by  unexpected,  untoward  events.  Our 
fiscal  embarrassments  cannot  be  traced  to  such  a 
source;  if  they  could,  then  temporary  expedients 
would  become  justifiable,  till  a  settled  order  of 
things  were  restored.  But,  if  the  calculations 
which  have  led  ours  to  adopt  imposts  as  the  almost 
exclusive  source  of  revenue  have  been  that  a  gen- 
eral war  in  Europe  would  secure  such  a  price  to 
our  produce  as  to  furnish  the  means  of  an  indefinite 
consumption  of  foreign  goods ;  if  our  reasons  for 
now  adopting  no  other  system  arise  from  the 
expectation  that  another  great  convulsion  will 
happen,  it  will  have  presented  a  bold  experiment, 
which  nothing  but  success  could  justify.  It  is 
building  the  support  of  the  Government  not  on 
the  resources  of  the  nation,  but  the  fluctuating 
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policy  of  foreign  Powers,  which  will  not  be  con- 
formed to  meet  the  demands  of  our  treasury,  or  the 
interest  of  this  people.  The  experiment  was  made 
on  a  forced  and  unnatural  state  of  things;  settled 
order  has  now  returned  ;  and  we  must  increase  the 
I>resent,  afford  new  means  for  the  consumption  of 
foreign  goods,  or  base  our  revenue  on  the  domestic. 
The  latter  is  no  new  or  untried  measure;  it  has 
succeeded,  by  developing  and  retaining  the  re- 
sources of  the  country,  enabling  them  to  supply 
the  deficiencies  of  the  Treasury. 

A  reduction  of  the  existing  duties  has  been  sug- 
gested as  a  mode  of  increasing  the  revenue.  It  is 
not  perceived  how  this  consequence  would  follow ; 
though  the  price  of  the  articles  consumed  would 
be  lessened,  the  quantity  consumed  must  increase 
in  a  ratio  greater  than  the  price  decreased,  or  it 
could  not  produce  a  greater  revenue.  It  could  not 
add  to  the  means  of  the  consumer  to  purchase  the 

?rreater  quantity ;  it  would  open  no  new  market 
or  the  exchange  of  the  products  of  his  labor  or 
soil.  And,  if  it  is  dangerous  to  now  raise  the 
duties  to  a  rate  preparatory  for  an  excise,  by  creat- 
ing too  sudden  a  revulsion,  it  would  be  still  more 
so  if  the  point  of  depression  should  be  made  still 
lower,  and  it  shall  hereafter  be  found  necessary  to 
resort  to  the  proposed  bill.  One  thing  must  not 
be  forgotten — admitting  that  the  increase  on  the 
tariff  will  impair  the  revenue,  it  will  only  be  in 
consequence  of  the  substitution  of  the  domestic  for 
the  foreign  supply  for  consumption  ;  if,  from  both 
sources,  the  aggregate  amount  of  consumption 
remains  the  same,  it  only  requires  the  substitution 
of  an  excise  to  produce  to  the  Government  the 
same  revenue  with  the  same  exaction  from  the 
people.  The  only  possible  inconvenience  must 
arise  from  the  refusal  of  the  Legislature  to  impose 
the  excise,  or  the  people  to  pay  it.  The  objection, 
therefore,  should  not  come  from  either  of  these 
sources,  that  the  revenue  will  be  destroyed.  They 
must  make  impost  efficient,  or  try  new  sources ; 
if  they  will  cling  alone  to  this,  let  them  make  the 
most  of  it ;  not,  when  its  incompetency  is  publicly 
and  officially  acknowledged,  object  to  any  altera- 
tion extending  or  reducing  it ;  if  it  has  failed  in 
its  present  shape,  to  give  it  another ;  if  the  modi- 
fication the  committee  recommend  is  wrong,  to 
offer  one  which  will  be  right.  When  the  expenses 
of  a  Government  exceed  its  income,  there  is  a 
responsibility  somewhere;  expenses  must  be  re- 
duced, or  income  raised.  If  all  the  expenses  are 
necessary,  then  it  is  as  necessary  to  make  provision 
to  meet  them,  unless  the  inconvenience  to  the 
people  in  providing  the  means  to  meet  such  ex- 
penses is  greater  than  the  good  which  is  derived 
from  the  objects  to  which  the  money  is  applied; 
in  that  case  they  become  secondary,  and  must  be 
dispensed  with.  If  all  our  present  expenditure  is 
required  for  the  common  defence  and  general  #el- 
fare  of  the  nation,  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare  become  secondary  objects,  unless  they 
justify  the  means  of  defraying  it,  and  must  be 
sacri^ced  by  the  refusal  or  neglect  to  do  it. 

If  the  expense  is  neither  to  be  brought  within 
the  income,  nor  the  income  raised  to  the  expense, 
it  must  be  bad  policy  in  one  aspect  or  the  other. 
16ih  Con.  2d  Sess.— 51 


If  the  retention  of  the  army,  navy,  and  civil  list  is 
connected  with  the  system  of  common  defence, 
the  means  of  their  support  is  the  essential  part  ot 
the  same  system  ;  the  friends  of  the  one  cannot  be 
the  enemies  to  the  other ;  if  the  means  are  not 
worth  providing  for,  the  establishments  are  not 
worth  their  cost.  Important  as  are  our  army, 
navy,  and  the  other  machinery  of  the  nation,  there 
is  yet  one  item  more  important,  more  to  be  cher- 
ished, as  the  great  means  of  public  defence,  the 
vital  principle  which  infuses  life  and  imparts  vigor 
to  all  others — public  credit.  Armies,  navies,  and 
civil  lists,  cannot  create  or  preserve  that ;  it  is  the 
effect  of  wise  policy,  prudent  councils,  and  sound 
legislation.  Credit  can  create  the  other  instru- 
ments for  defence  ;  it  is  the  moving,  the  inspiring 
cause,  which  gives  efficient  impulse  to  national 
movements  ;  the  extent  of  its  creative  preserving 
powers  is  bounded  only  by  the  emergencies  of  the 
nation,  but  it  should  be  guarded  with  a  watchful 
eye ;  our  only  resource  in  time  of  war,  it  should 
not  be  exhausted  in  time  of  peace ;  with  it,  all  the 
great  defences  of  the  country  are  broken  down. 
If  in  peace  it  be  prudent  to  provide  for  war ;  if 
this  be  the  maxim  which  convinces  us  of  the  pol- 
icy of  retaining  an  army  and  building  a  navy  to 
defend  the  country,  the  same  policy  will  dictate 
the  ruinous  consequences  of  destroying  the  only 
efficient  source  of  their  support  If  our  calcula- 
tions are  founded  on  the  belief  that  war  is  a  calam- 
ity too  distant  to  be  guarded  against,  then  there 
can  exist  no  stronger  reasons  for  providing  force 
than  for  retaining  credit.  Credit  is  a  fund  on 
which  this  nation  may  largely  draw,  but  it  is  a 
fund  not  yet  untouched  ;  if  it  accepts  the  bill  now 
drawn  upon  it  for  §7,000,000,  it  will  have  advanced 
nearly  100,000,000.  The  war  drafts  will  soon  ar- 
rive at  maturity,  and  no  provision  is  made  for  their 
redemption.  Credit  rests  on  confidence;  it  will 
have  but  slender  support  if  we  commence  another 
war  with  this  heavy  load.  The  means  of  payment 
will  soon  be  called  for  ;  the  public  lands  are  prob- 
ably pledged  already  for  their  full  value;  and  the 
customs  are  inadequate  to  the  ordinary  expenses, 
^o  permanent  fund  for  the  payment  of  the  interest ; 
no  source  to  which  we  can  look  for  the  redemption 
of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt — these  will  be  suf- 
cient  clogs  on  loans  which  may  be  required  in  times 
of  danger  and  trouble ;  they  ought  not  to  be  increased 
by  additional  ones  in  ordinary  and  peaceful  times. 
It  is  far  from  the  wish  of  the  committee  to  draw  a 
cloud  over  the  bright  scenes  of  the  late  war ;  but 
it  cannot  derogate  from  the  glory  they  imparted 
to  the  country  to  remind  the  House  of  the  instruc- 
tive lessons  it  afforded.  We  commenced  it  with" 
a  national  debt  of  $45,000,000 ;  the  country  less 
embarrassed  than  at  present.  With  what  diffi- 
culty, at  what  sacrifices,  loans  were  obtained,  it  is 
unnecessary  to  examine;  to  sustain  public  credit 
unimpaired  ceased  to  be  an  exertion;  any  efforts 
made  were  to  prevent  its  extinction.  The  known 
fruitlessness  of  the  attempt  forbade  the  Govern- 
ment to  even  ask  the  nominal  value  for  the  evi- 
dences of  public  debt ;  the  first  great  inquiry  was, 
if  they  could  be  sold  at  all ;  the  last  at  what  de- 
preciation.   Happier  results  cannot  be  expected,  if 
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with  diminished  resources  and  more  than  doubled 
debt,  we  commence  another  war  without  a  perma- 
nent source  of  revenue.    Public  credit   does  not 
fall  in  the  mere  ratio  of  the  increase  of  the  public 
debt ;  its  decline  will  become  more  rapid  as  the 
means  of  sustaining  it  are  neglected  or  denied ;  lend- 
ers will  look  to  the  security  for  the  punctual  pay- 
ment of  the  interest,  and  the  eventual  payment  of 
the  principal ;  the  value  of  that  security  will  de- 
pend not  on  general,  indefinite,  though  positive 
assurances,  but  the  permanent  efficient  measures 
which  will  insure  the  redemption  of  our  plighted 
faith.    As  the  amount  of  the  debt  is  in  a  greater 
or  less  proportion  to  our  efficient  resources;  as 
our  forei^a  relations  may  present  a  more  or  less 
pacific  aspect ;  as  our  domestic  policy  may  more 
or  less  teitd  to  impair  our  institutions,  \o  strengthen 
or  weaken  the  common  bond  which  alone  makes 
us  great ;  as  the  history  of  our  past  legislation 
shall  give    confidence  to    the  existing,  or  jus- 
tify the  demand  for  new  pledges  for  the  future, 
so  will   the  solidity   of  this  great  national  de- 
fence be  secured  or  impaired.     Entertaining  these 
views,  deeply  impressed  with  their  intimate  con- 
nexion with  the  general  welfare,  it  will  not  be 
expected  that  the  committee  will  further  pursue 
the  inquiry  whether  it  is  wise  or  safe  to  supply  the 
deficit  by  loans ;  that  they  can  hesitate  in  believ- 
ing that  it  should  be  a  resort  only  after  the  failure 
of  all  other  means ;  and  that  the  time  when  old 
sources  of  revenue  fail  is  the  proper  period  for 
laying  the  foundations  of  new.     It  can  only  be 
found  in  some  species  of  taxation  ;  that  it  is  not 
in  the  present  tariff  is  admitted ;  that  it  could  not 
be  in  a  reduced  one,  is  certain ;  it  must  be  in  an 
increased  one,  excise,  or  direct  taxes.     If  an  in- 
creased tariff  will  afford  the  remedy,  it  removes 
the  revenue  objection,  and   presents  conclusive 
arguments  for  its  adoption ;  if  it  fails  of  this  effect, 
and  excise  shall  become  indispensable,  the  measure 
is  still  necessary  to  so  far  reduce  foreign  imports 
as  to  give  the  market  to  the  home  products,  to 
enable  them  to  become  commensurate  with  the 
demands  of  the  country,  to  supply  its  consumption, 
and  be  thus  reared  up  as  the  effective  subjects  of 
excise,  by  a  gradual  and  not  a  sudden  and  radical 
operation.     Viewed  thus,  it  may  be  defended  and 
justified  as  a  mere  measure  of  revenue,  and  ought 
to  lose  none  of  its  importance  or  value  because  it 
combines  the  protection  of  national  resources  and 
industry  ;  tending  to  retain  within  this  country  its 
currency  and  profits;  giving  to  this,  and  not  to 
another  nation,  the  benefits  of  the  circulation  of 
the  one  and  the  expenditure  of  the  other. 

I  Ruin  commerce. 

When  a  measure  is  recommended  for  adoption, 
which  contains  not  only  general  provisions,  but  a 
variety  of  details,  which  are  alleged  to  bear  with 
peculiar  and  intentional  oppression  upon  a  highly 
respectable  and  useful  portion  of  the  nation  ;  when 
their  memorials  on  our  table  attribute  the  tendency 
and  the  design  of  that  measure  to  be  the  destruc- 
tion of  a  great  national  interest  which  affords  them 
the  means  of  employment  and  support,  it  should 
be  deemed  incumbent  on  those  who  make  to  sup- 


port these  charges.  When  it  had  ceased  to  be  the 
act  or  project  of  individuals,  by  its  adoption  bv  the 
representatives  of  the  people,  it  ought  then  at  least 
to  be  thought  to  have  emanated  from  a  conviction 
of  public  duty;  if  the  result  of  errors,  that  they 
were  those  of  judgment ;  motives  and  intentions 
might  have  been  spared.  However  little  it  may 
have  been  deserved  by  others,  charity  should  have 
extended  to  the  representatives  of  five  of  the  greatest 
commercial  cities  in  the  Union,  ^ome  ol  whom 
assisted  in  devising,  and  all  of  whom  concurred 
in  the  passage  of  the  measure,  the  want  of  a  design 
to  destroy  the  interest  confided  to  them.  If  the 
motives  ascribed  are  discernible  in  any  feature  of 
the  bill  with  such  clearness  as  authorizes  the  im- 
putation, it  is  the  least  favor  that  can  be  granted 
to  those  who  disclaim  and  do  not  feel  conscious  of 
having  indulged  a  feeling  of  hostility  to  any  in- 
terest, and  at  least  profess  the  desire  to  promote 
the  general  good,  that  such  particular  features 
should  be  designated ;  it  may  serve  as  a  friendly 
admonition  by  which  to  avoid  future  errors;  a 
willingness  to  retract  them  might  follow  from  the 
conviction  of  their  existence,  and  reputation  be 
restored  by  repentance. 

The  committee  thus  publicly  declare,  that  if  the 
proposed  tariff  had,  in  their  opinion,  partaken  of 
the  character  imputed  to  it,  it  would  not  have  re- 
ceived their  sanction  ;  this  House  certainly  would 
withhold  theirs.     Those  on  whom  these  direful 
evils  have  been  impending  possess  both  intelligence 
and  industry  to  trace  their  sources  m  the  particular 
parts  of  the  bill ;  it  ought  to  have  been  expected 
from  their  candor  that,  when  they  knew  ot  their 
existence  and  inevitable  consequences,  which  are 
so  deeply  deplored  and  so  feelingly  portrayed,  they 
would  not  have  confined  themselves  to  general 
remarks.     It  was   not  enough  to  complain  that 
agriculture,   commerce,    and    revenue   would    be 
destroyed  ;  how  it  would  have  been  done  should 
have  been  explained.     High    duties    have   been 
tried  on  various  articles;  their  practical  operation 
cannot  be  unknown ;  the   benefits  of  experience 
should  have  been  imparted  to  us.     General  ob- 
jections can   be  made  by   any   one  not   versed 
in   the  operations  of  commerce  or  finance;  but 
to  ascertain  whether  they  are  founded  in  fact,  and 
apply  to  a  definite   proposition,  can  best  be  de- 
cided by  the  observation  and  practical  knowledge 
of  men  whose  pursuits  lead  and  peculiarly  qualify 
them  to  judge  of  the  effects  of  legislation  on  their 
occupations  and  interests.     On  this  subject,  more 
than  perhaps  any  other,  the  fairest  opportunity  of 
judging  has  been  presented.     This  bill  is  not  bot- 
tomed on  any  new  policy  ;  the  encouragement  of 
manufactures  is  no  uncommon  subject  of  discus- 
sion.    Wv  have  a  right,  nay,  may  be  bound,  to 
presume  that  the  tariff  which  would   authorize 
su#i  strong  objections,  and  must  produce  such 
fearful  consequences,  has  been  well  and  thoroughly 
examined  ;  that  when  it  has  a.vsumed  such  impor- 
tance as  to  call  the  notice  of  conventions  from 
States,  of  committees,  and  delegates,  selected  for 
their  intelligence,  to  represent  the  great  interests 
about  to  be  prostrated,  and  by  their  exertions  "dif- 
fuse such  mformation  as  may  tend  to  make  its 
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consequences  rightly  and  generally  understood,"  to 
urge  to  an  enlightened  Legislature  reasons  which 
should  withdraw  their  sanctions  from  a  measure 
which  one  branch  ha  J  adopted,  they  would  be 
drawn  from  the  bill,  apply  to  its  provisions,  and 
be  the  most  forcible  which  could  be  selected  ;  it  is 
a  fair  inference  that  those  which  have  not  been 
deemed  important  have  been  omitted,  and  that  the 
objectionable  character  is  to  be  tested  by  those 
which  have  been  pressed. 

Those  which  relate  to  commerce  are  the  follow- 
ing, general  ones:  "Its  avowed  object  is  to  direct 
and  control  the  occupations  of  men,  by  granting 
special  privileges  to  those  engaged  in  particular 
pursuits."  The  committee  are  not  aware  by  whom 
such  avowal  was  made;  they  have  searcned  the 
bill  in  vain  for  the  evidence  of  it,  and  cannot  see 
it  in  its  provision,  still  less  do  they  recognise  the 
existence  of  the  object  in  their  own  minds. 

"  This  tariff  would  impose  on  certain  foreign 
manufactures  duties  professedly  and  effectuafiy 
prohibitory  ;  and  the  question  involved  in  its  adop- 
tion is  not  whether  the  consumer  of  those  goods 
shall  pay  a  higher  price  for  them,  but  whether  he 
shall  be  prevented  from  purchasing  them  at  all." 
Conjecture  must  be  allowed  a  wide  range  before 
it  could  alight  upon  tlie  tariff  intended  for  this  re- 
mark. It  is  not  the  one  which  the  committee  had 
the  honor  of  presenting  to  the  House;  that  con- 
tained no  prohibition.  The  highest  ad  valorem 
duty  was  forty  per  cent.,  and  few,  if  any,  specific 
ones  were  higher ;  that  tariff  prohibited  no  one 
from  purchasing  if  he  would  pay  the  price.  If 
the  certain  manufactures  prohibited,  and  the  goods 
which  were  forbidden  to  be  purchased,  had  been 
particularly  designated,  it  would  have  furnished  a 
clue  for  our  researches ;  without  that  aid,  our  labors 
would  be  useless.  "A  system  of  restriction  so  un- 
equal, so  repugnant  to  all  .»;ound  theory."  In  its 
application  to  commerce,  this  term  is  believed  to 
have  received  no  definite  construction  by  its  com- 
mon acceptation  among  merchants;  in  extracting 
it  from  our  laws,  it  may  be  found  rather  more  ap- 
plicable to  tonnage  duties,  professedly,  effectually, 
and  practically  prohibitory;  to  the  occlusion  of 
our  ports  to  shipping  or  produce  of  a  certain  na- 
tional or  local  description  ;  to  non-importation, 
non-intercourse,  than  to  impost  for  revenue  or  the 
protection  of  national  interests.  Until  either  com- 
mercial or  legal  usage  shall  have  embraced  those 
objects  m  the  definition,  we  cannot  think  that  they 
necessarily  constitute  a  restrictive  system.  The 
committee  forbear  from  noticing  another  objec- 
tion to  this  bill  in  its  bearing  on  commerce,  Idraw- 
backs;]  like  the  others  noticed,  its  want  of  appli- 
cation is  a  sufficient  answer. 

"  We  cannot  afford  to  export  our  productions  to 
other  countries,  unless  we  will  take  what  they  give 
us  in  return." 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  the  committee 
have  an  opportunity  of  examining  one  objection 
which  may  have  some  connexion  with  the  gene- 
ral principles  of  the  bill.  It  is  among  its  first  ob- 
jects to  check  the  importation  of  foreign  goods 
to  an  extent  that  will  give  some  protection  to 
our  products.     If  the  natural  effect  of  this  will 


be  to  injure  our  foreign  market  more  than  to  benefit 
the  domestic,  it  becomes  a  duty  to  so  modify  and 
vary  it  as  to  impose  less  duties  on  such  foreign 
products  as  insure  a  demand  for  ours;  but  when 
this  object  can  be  accomplished  without  disturbing 
other  parts  of  the  system  of  the  bill  which  are  es- 
sential for  our  national  purposes,  it  becomes  no 
less  a  duty  to  retain  those  than  to  expunge  the 
others.  No  particular  provision,  no  item,  has  been 
designated,  except  food  and  materials  for  manu* 
factures.  The  application  of  this  objection  thus 
specified  to  the  proposed  bill  will,  we  think,  furnish 
a  satisfactory  answer.  Our  importation  of  manu- 
factures is  from  Europe  and  the  East  Indies.  To 
the  latter,  it  is  believed,  we  export  no  provisions. 
Their  importation  is  absolutely  prohibited  by  Eng- 
land, France,  and  Spain  ;  and  it  is  not  knows 
that  any  considerable  quantity  is  required  by  other 
European  nations.  The  European  and  India  mar- 
kets, then,  cannot  be  rendered  worse  for  our  food, 
unless  there  can  be  some  measure  more  rigid  than 
exclusion.  Our  only  market  is  in  the  colonies  and 
islands  of  those  Powers,  from  which  we  import 
but  few,  if  any,  articles  of  manufacture;  the  duties 
on  their  produce  are  necessary  for  revenue.  And 
it  is  here  proper  to  remark,  that,  though  there  is  a 
great  falling  off  in  the  ad  valorem  duties,  the 
amount  of  revenue  from  specific  duties  has  dimin- 
ished in  a  very  trifling  extent.  The  duties  on  co- 
lonial produce  from  the  East  and  West  Indies  are 
among  the  highest  in  our  present  tariff;  that  they 
will  bear  it,  is  evidenced  from  the  amount  of  their 
consumption,  and  the  almost  uniform  revenue  pro- 
duced ;  that  they  will  bear  the  proposed  addition 
cannot  well  be  doubted  ;  and,  if  necessary  for  rev- 
enue, we  cannot  suppose  that  any  class  of  the 
community,  especially  the  mercantile,  would  ob- 
ject. High  duties  on  produce  which  we  must 
consume  are  paid  by  ourselves,  and  not  by  those 
from  whom  we  purchase ;  it  cannot,  therefore, 
induce  them  to  refuse  to  receive  our  produce  in 
exchange.  At  all  events,  the  objection,  if  allowed 
its  whole  force,  can  only  apply  to  the  increased 
duties  on  West  India  produce,  not  to  those  on  the 
manufactures  of  Europe  or  India.  If  the  state  of 
the  Treasury  would  justify  it,  the  committee  might 
yield  to  the  modification  without  impairing  the 
general  system  of  the  bill.  It  would  afford  much 
gratification  if  those  who  press  the  objection  would 
at  the  same  time  express  their  willingness  to  with- 
draw it  from  those  parts  of  the  new  tariff  to  which 
the  reason  is  wholly  inapplicable.  The  commit- 
tee would,  in  such  event,  be  happy  to  meet  this 
spirit  of  concession  and  mutual  conciliation,  and 
carry  it  to  any  general  and  detailed  provision  of 
the  bill,  (although  they  might  well  doubt  whether 
an  objection  was  founded  in  fact  or  in  reason,  and 
that  it  might  be  contradicted  by  both,)  to  which 
any  specinc  objection  has  been  made,  and  is  ap- 
plicable by  fair  mercantile  or  le^al  construction, 
provided  the  remaining  parts  raignt  be  adopted  by 
general  concurrence.  This  would  smooth  a  course 
of  legislation,  and  save  the  country  the  agitation 
which  has  been  caused  by  almost  classing  the  na- 
tion into  parties  on  this  subject,  by  general  ques- 
tions of  comparative  interests,  by  exciting  fears 
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and  magnifying  dangers  which  cannot  grow  out 
of  any  measure  proposed  for  adoption,  if  examined, 


The  raw  materials  of  iron  and  glass  will  not 
bear  the  expense  of  transportation  ;  commerce  can 


discussed,  and  modified  in  a  spirit  of  generous  I  give  them  no  value  abroad.     We  have  an  infinite 
and  national  feeling.  abundance;  it  can  only  be  made  valuable  by  rnan- 

Whenoneportionof  the  nation  asks  a  great  deal  ufacturing  at  home;  of  hemp  and  flax  we  have 
from  its  representatives,  and  are  convinced  that  it  ;  none  to  export,  and  are  obliged  to  import  to  meet 
IS  all  reasonable  and  required  for  the  general  wel-  the  limited  demand  of  our  present  manufactures; 
fare  ;  when  one  house  of  Congress,  in  their  sound,  both  are  subject,  when  dressed,  to  an  almost  pro- 
and,  we  must  be  allowed  to  say,  sober  discretion,  hibitory  duty  in  England ;  flax  £9  Os.  8d.,  say 
and  not  from  the  "  ardor  of  the  moment,"'  have  .§40  per  cwt. ;  hemp  £4,  say  §18  per  cwt. ;  in  the 
felt  it  a  public  duty  to  grant  them  a  part,  it  cer-  stem,  undressed,  both  are  too  bulkv  for  exporta- 
tainly  affords  some  presumption  in  favor  of  its  j  tion.  Cordage  we  import ;  it  is  subject  in  Eng- 
nolicy.  If  another  portion  of  the  community  ob-  land  to  a  duty  of  $i  per  cwt.  Of  rags,  the  raw 
jects  to  the  whole,  to  any  interference  at  all,  material  of  paper,  we  import  large  quantities,  and, 
they  should  give  the  best  of  reasons,  which  will  i  it  is  believed  export  none,  as  the  country  does  not 
extend  to  all ;  when  none  exist  or  are  oflered  af-  j  afford  our  papermakers  a  sufficient  supply.  Rags, 
fecting  parts,  that  those  parts  should  be  retained  |  in  the  present  and  proposed  tariffs,  are  duty  free, 
tney  cannot  complain  who  are  allowed  the  benefit  |  So  far,  then,  as  applies  to  the  material,  comnurce 
of  all  their  suggestions,  founded  on  intelligible  .  gains  by  the  manufacture  of  this  article.  The 
and  tangible  grounds.  Where  the  public  opinion  I  same  remark  applies  to  raw  silk ;  we  have  none 
is  at  all  divided,  each  should,  in  deference  and  j  for  exportation  ;  there  is  a  duty  on  the  importation 
respect  to  even  the  erroneous  opinions  of  others,  j  of  15  per  cent,  ad  valorem  in  the  present  tariff; 
yield  a  part;  each  acts  from  the  purest  impressions;  ;  the  new  one  makes  it  duty  free, 
each  feels  itself  right ;  but  both  are  wrong  :  if  one  Wool  is  subject  to  a  duty  of  six-pence  sterling 
decides  on  the  principles  and  motivesof  the  other,  I  per  |K)und  in  England,  say  twelve  cents;  it  ex- 
and  each  is  believed.  It  will  be  the  work  of  time  ,  eludes  all  coarse  kinds.  Wool  is  probably  le>N  an 
to  bring  about  the  happy  event  when  all  will  think,  i  article  of  export  now  than  of  import ;  there  i>  no 
that,  though  one  party  may  ask  too  much,  it  is  i  supply  beyond  the  demand  ;  immense  numbers  of 
entitled  to  something  ;  when  the  other  parly  ob-  sheep  have  been  killed,  because  there  was  no  inar- 
jects  to  all,  they  may  be  unreasonable  in  some  \  ket  for  their  fleeces.  The  new  tariff  would  not, 
things.  But  the  memorials  before  us  aflbrd  at  ;  therefore,  deprive  commerce  of  this  material  for 
least  one  pleasing  indication  of  the  hope  that  this  |  export. 

time  may  arrive.  One  of  them,*  in  a  spirit  of  ,  Cotton. — Commerce  has  no  other  interest  in  this 
candor  and  liberality  highly  worthy  of  praise  and  !  article  than  as  a  carrier  ;  but,  whether  in  this  ca- 
imitation  in  these  times  of^  general  agitation,  ad-  !  paclty,  or  as  the  guardian  of  agriculture,  she  pru- 
mits  that  the  encouragement  of  the  '"  manufacture  j  tests  against  the  increaseof  duty  on  guod>.  it  surely 
of  such  articles  as  are  the  production  of  our  own    cannot  extend   to  the  coarse  fabrics  of  India — 


soil,  for  the  purpose  of  turning  our  industry  to  the 
best  account,  and  of  procuring  the  means  of  de- 
fence," avowing  themselves  the  "friends  of  inter- 


Commerce,  as  a  great  national  intfrtst,  is  of  in- 
finite importance  as  the  means  of  encouraging 
the  first  of  manufactures — ship  building,  aflurding 


nal  manufactures  as  a  means  of  fostering  national  ,  a  nursery  by  the  employment  of  scamtn,  providing 
industry,  and,  therefore,  avowing  that  they  ought  |  for  the  naval  defence  of  the  nation,  and  for  effi- 
lo  be  fostered  as  far  as  they  can  bo  without  injury  j  cienl  attack.  These  furnish  strong  motives  for 
to  other  branches  of  industry,  would  most  gladly  I  its  encouragement ;  for  protection  from  foreign 
suggest  any  thing  which  might  conduce  to  that  i  as  well  as  domestic  assailments.  Commerce  is 
end,  without  being  highly  injurious  to  the  revenue,  :  not  that  selfish,  sordid  interest,  which  looks  only 
destructive  to  the  interests  of  commerce,  and  op-  to  the  profit  of  the  individuals  concerned  in  its 
pressive  on  the  great  body  of  the  people."  The  pursuits,  alive  only  to  the  means  by  which  they 
committee  would  deem  it  unworthy  of  themselves  !  can  draw  from  the  consumer  thegrtatest  difference 
to  withhold  their  entire  assent  to  these  principles —  '  between  the  price  whicli  an  article  costs  and  that 


to  ask  their  measures  to  be  tested  by  any  other 
If  they  could  be  presumptuous  enough  to  ask  this 
House  to  violate  them,  the  effort  would  recoil  on 


which  can  be  received  for  it.  It  raiso  its  views  to 
general  and  national  objects,  and  watches  its  pe- 
culiar interest.s  only  as  compont  ni  items  in  the 


themselves.  May  we  not,  then,  justly  expect  and  j  great  work  of  public  prosperity.  In  the  applica- 
hope  that  the  attempts  of  others  may  be  equally  |  tion  of  these  observations  to  the  cuarse  cottons  of 
unavailing?  We  ask  not  that  they  should  react,  j  India,  it  will  be  at  once  evident  that  the  objections 
only  that  they  may  not  be  operative  or  effectual.  :  in  the  various  memorials  were  not,  and  could  not 
Applying,  then,  this  criterion  to  this  bill,  it  has  !  have  been,  intended  to  embrace  this  item.     (It  is. 


been  seen  that  it  can  have  no  unfavorable  effect 
on  the  exportation  of  provisions.  Raw  materials 
are  the  remaining  item  of  objections.  The  prin- 
cipal articles  of  manufacture  on  which  the  addi- 
tional duties  were  imposed  are,  iron,  glass,  hemp 
and  cordage,  paper,  linen,  silks,  woollens,  cottons. 

*  From  Richmond. 


indeed,  referred  to  in  one,  but  must  have  been  with 
an  exclusive  aspect  to  revenue.)  India  cottt-ns  are 
not  made  from  American  wool,  or  paid  for  by 
American  produce.  No  ships  are  built,  no  seamen 
employed  to  carry  our  productions  to  the  British 
East  Indies.  Our  exports  in  1819  were  S^4,9I4  ; 
in  1820,  $5,700.  The  exclusion  of  their  cottons 
cannot,  then,  affect  agriculture  which  raises,  or 
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commerce  that  carries,  either  the  materials  or  other 
produce  which  pays  for  the  manufacture  ;  and  thus 
one  important  item  in  the  new  tariff  remains  clear 
of  these  objections.  As  to  the  increased  duties  on 
European  cottons  of  eight  per  cent.,  it  should  be 
considered  that,  since  the  present  tariff  was  adopted, 
F* ranee  by  her  new  tariff  has  imposed  a  duty  equal 
to  about  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  cotton 
wool,  and  England  about  eight  or  ten.  The  reasons 
ought,  therefore,  to  be  of  the  strongest  kind,  which 
would  show  the  injurious  effect  of  a  corresponding 
duly  on  their  manufactures.  It  must  be  extremely 
difficult  to  prove  that  an  addition  of  thirty-three 
per  cent,  on  the  present  duty  could  produce  worse 
effects  on  commerce  than  the  addition  of  one  hun- 
dred has  already  produced.  Though  till  1812  the 
permanent  duties  on  cotton  goods  were  twelve  and 
a  half  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and  since  that  time 
they  have  been  twenty-five,  this  duplication  has 
not  been  injurious  tp  commerce.  It  is  a  fact, 
almost  too  familiar  to  be  stated,  that  we  have  not 
since  exported  less  cotton  than  before;  American 
shipping  has  not  carried  a  less  proportion ;  Eng- 
land has  not  purchased  less.  If  the  additional 
duty  on  cotton  goods  so  far  promotes  the  growth 
of  our  manufactures  as  materially  to  diminish  the 
foreign,  it  would  in  the  same  proportion  increase 
the  domestic  demand  ;  the  only  difference  it  could 
make  to  commerce  would  be  in  the  transportation 
of  cotton  from  the  place  of  growth  to  the  nearer 
or  more  distant  place  of  manufacture;  a  differ- 
ence too  trifling  to  at  all  endanger,  or  materially 
injure,  the  commercial  interest. 

There  is  one  definite  and  specific  objection  which 
deserves  serious  consideration.  It  is  said  the  enor- 
mous tax  proposed  on  hemp  and  iron  would  strike 
a  severe  blow  at  our  freedom  and  independence  ; 
••  that  the  imposition  of  new  and  heavy  burdens 
on  our  shipping  would  tend  to  give  the  British  the 
monopoly  of  our  trade,  and  to  make  them  our  sole 
carriers."  If  this  duty  is  of  that  character,  and 
will  produce  such  effect,  it  ought  to  be  abandoned. 
The  lollowing  calculation  will  show  the  operation 
of  this  tax. 

The  additional  duty  on  iron  is  ten  dollars  a 
ton  ;  if  four  tons  are  rwjuired  for  every  one  hun- 
dred tons  of  shipping,  the  difference  would  be 
forty  centx  on  a  ton. 

1  he  additional  duty  on  hemp  is  twenty  dollars 
a  ton  ;  if  four  and  a  half  tons  of  cordage  arc  re- 
quired for  every  one  hundred  tons  of  shipping,  the 
difference  would  be on  a  ton. 

We  are  not  left  to  conjecture  to  know  what  has 
iK'en  and  will  be  the  practical  effect  on  ship-build- 
ing by  the  increase  of^  duties  on  these  articles.  In 
1910  and  181 1,  the  duty  on  iron  was  seventeen  and 
a  half  per  cent,  ad  valorem  ;  on  hemp,  one  dollar 
per  cwt.  New  vessels  built  in  1810,  127,575  tons  ; 
in  1811,  146,691.  In  1812,  the  duty  on  iron  was 
raised  to  thirty-two  and  a  half  per  cent  ad  valorem, 
and  hemp  to  two  dollars  per  cwt.  The  period  of 
the  war  can  furnish  no  criterion.  In  1815,  new 
vessels  built,  154,624  tons ;  in  1816,  131,667.  In 
the  last  part  of  the  last  year  iron  was  nine  dollars 
the  ton,  and  hemp  thirty.  In  1817,  new  vessels 
built, tons ;  in  1818,  82,421 ;  in  July  of  that 


year,  iron  was  raised  to  fifteen  dollars  a  ton  ;  in 
1819,  new  vessels,  79,819  tons. 

The  original  duties  on  iron  were  five  per  cent, 
ad  valorem  ;  on  hemp,  sixty  cents  per  cwt. ;  in  the 
increase  from  those  rates  to  thirty-two  and  a  half 
on  one,  and  two  dollars  on  the  other,  it  will  not 
be  asserted  that  there  was  a  corresponding  decrease 
in  ship  building ;  and  the  above  data  conclusively 
show  that  the  proposed  rate  would  not  have  that 
effect.  So  slight  an  addition  to  the  expense  would 
not  destroy  the  competition  between  ours  and  for- 
eign shipping — it  does  not  hang  by  so  slender  a 
thread.  In  noticing  this  objection,  it  will  be  per- 
ceived that  the  full  weight  of  it  has  been  allowed 
for  ;  but  the  committee  must  not  be  understood  as 
adniitting  for  any  other  than  the  purpose  of  illus- 
tration that  the  increase  of  duty  would  be  a  per- 
manent increase  of  price.  The  negative  of  that 
proposition  is  proved  by  the  history  of  all  the  items 
m  our  tariff,  when  the  domestic  has  superseded  the 
foreign  supply,  and  fair  scope  afforded  for  domes- 
tic competition. 

The  House  will  excuse  the  committee  in  remark- 
ing that  it  is  a  source  of  grat  felicitation  to  them 
to  find  that,  after  the  most  thorough  examination 
and  critical  review  which  has  bwn  had  on  this 
bill,  and  perhaps  not  with  the  most  preconceived 
disposition  to  approve,  the  most  objectionable 
items,  those  which  have  alone  been  thought  de- 
serving of  specification,  should  so  little  justify  the 
severe  animadversions  which  have  been  so  liber- 
ally bestowed.  It  is  a  most  pleasing  proof  that 
where  there  is  a  disposition  there  is  also  the  power 
of  shaping  the  legislation  of  the  country  that  the 
interest  of  one  class  can  be  essentially  promoted 
without  injury  to  another. 

If,  in  the  various  memorialson  this  subject,  there 
should  be  found  any  thing  like  general  allegations 
of  the  ruin  of  commerce,  the  impoverishment  of 
merchants,  the  destruction  of  navigation,  and  for- 
eign monopoly,  it  must  not  be  expected  that  much 
time  will  be  thrown  away  in  meeting  suggestions 
which  can  as  easily  be  made,  and  urged  with  feel- 
ing and  eloquence  on  public  measures  which  are 
beneficial  to  commerce,  as  those  which  are  inju- 
rious. Our  own  history  teaches  us  that  the  merits  of 
a  system  cannot  be  fairly  tested  by  the  plaudits  or 
remonstrances  of  the  interest  on  which  it  appro- 
priately bears,  though  it  might  be  fairly  inferred 
that  none  could  better  judge  of  the  tendency  of  a 
measure  than  those  whom  it  most  affects;  who, 
having  often  asked,  and  uniformly  obtained,  legis- 
lative aid,  could  duly  appreciate  its  policy;  yet, 
when  we  refer  to  the  discriminating  duties  on  ton- 
nage, we  are  compelled  to  doubt  the  correctness  of 
the  inference.  This  system  was  adopted  in  1790, 
to  aid  the  commerce  of  this  country  ;  the  conse- 
quences are  well  known.  In  1802,  during  the 
temporary  peace  in  Europe,  the  British  Govern- 
ment was  desirous  that  all  countervailing  duties 
on  British  American  tonnage  should  be  mutually 
abolished.  W^hen  it  was  ascertained  that  this 
Government  was  disposed  to  accede  to  the  mea- 
sure, the  table  of  this  House  was  loaded  with  re- 
monstrances against  it.  A  reference  to  the  records 
will  show  whether  the  same  fearful  and  dreadful 
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201,000;  in  1819,  sugar  and  coffee,  19,842,000; 
cotton  and  flour,  237,996,000 ;  aggregate  of  both 
in  1806,384,831,000;  in  1819,  257,838,000— a  fall- 


evils  were  not   then  predicted   and  deprecated; 
whether  the  commerce  of  the  country  was  not  then 

alleged  to  be  in  the  most  imminent  danger ;  and    ».  .w^.,  _,,^^.,.^-, 7' -fi'oA'o^V/W:  — 

the  progress  of  the  measure  effectually  deleated  by  i  mg  off  m  the  foreign  exports  of  126,993,000  ;  an 
the  strong  and  simultaneous  movements  of  the  increase  of  domestic  ol  5a, Jbb.OlKJ.  1  he  state  of 
whole  mercantile  community.   The  new  tariff  did    commerce  in  the  two  years  will  show  the  kind  of 

"  employment  which  is  necessary  for  its  support. 
It  is  not  for  the  committee  to  pursue  this  subject 
into  detail  ;  but  it  would  have  been  very  instruc- 


^^^^^ The  new  tariff  did 

not  excite  more  alarm  and  iear  ;  a  comparison  of 
the  memorials  will  decide.  In  the  next  peace 
which  followed,  (1815)  our  Government  acceded 


to  the  principle  ;  its  effects  on  our  commerce  have  tive  if  some  calculations  had  been  made  to  show 

been  most  salutary.     Now,  this  Congress,  receiv-    »-—  '-  '^ —  -*'  *^-  — »..  A.^r^A^  «« 

ing  its  impulse  from  public  policy  has  been  urged 
by  mercantile  memorials,  praying  for  measures  to 


how  far  the  commerce  of  the  country  depended  on 
the  mere  importation  of  foreign  manufactures, 
how  many  tons  of  shipping  are  employed,  and 


coerce  France  in  relation  to  the  trade  with  her  |  how  many  seamen,  in  bringing  the  whole  supply 
and  En<»land  to  her  colonies,  to  adopt  the  .system  I  of  cottons,  woollens,  silks,  iron,  hardware,  crates, 
so  much  dreaded  in  1802,  so  beneficial  in  1815,  so  I  glass,  paper,  hemp,  and  other  articles  of  consump- 
much  pressed  in  1818  and  1819,  and  so  unattain-  '  tion,  which  are  made  from  raw  materials  which 
able  in  1820.  It  may  not  be  thought  disrespectful  j  are  or  may  be  produced  from  our  soil ;  whether 
to  observe  that,  if  the  measures  of  last  session  the  transportation  from  one  part  of  the  country  to 
could  be  recalled,  there  would  be  some  doubt  of  \  another  of  materials  to  supply  our  manufactories, 
their  adoption  at  this;  that  those  who  asked  for  ,  and  of  manufactures  back  to  the  raiser  of  the  ina- 
them  are  now  convinced  that  the  interest  most  to  ;  terials,  and  the  export  of  manufactures,  might  not 
be  served  has  been  but  little,  if  any,  advanced  ;  !  employ  as  much  shipping  and  as  manv  seamen  as 
and  that,  if  national  feeling  did  not  forbid  the  i  the  importation  alone  of  foreign  supply.  Except 
retrogression,  national  interest  would  sanction  !  of  cotton,  foreign  manufacture^  afford  freight  but 
it^  in  the  return  voyage  ;  requiring  none  of  our  mate- 

With  such  an  example  before  us,  may  it  not,  ;  rials,  or  compelled  to  u^e  those  of  their  own  coun- 
without  being  illiberal,  be  prudent  to  doubt  whe-  ,  try,  they  afford  no  outward  freight.  During  peace 
ther  memorials  are  the  safest  guides  to  sound  policy;  I  in  Europe  the  fate  of  our  foreign  commerce  is 
whether  those  who  should  be  best  enabled  to  judge  i  fixed.  We  have  in  vain,  and  shall  in  vain,  con- 
may  not  sometimes  be  too  much  drawn  from  rea-  '  tinue  to  endeavor  to  force  for  our  shipping  the 
soning  and  calculation,  from  experience  to  the  in-  colonial  trade.  Foreign  nations  must,  and  will, 
dulgence  of  feeling  and  groundless  alarm ;  whe-  ,  protect  their  own,  with  a  resolution  proportioned 


ther  the  vacillation  which  we  discern  in  the  retro- 
spect may  not  be  renewed  in  the  prospective ;  and 
whether,  like  the  repeal  of  the  discriminating  sys- 
tem of  tonnage,  it  may  not  be  the  fate  of  the  new 


to  their  estimate  of  its  national  importance.  It  is 
with  as  much  reluctance  that  they  will  abandon 
the  interest  of  their  navigation  as  we  of  ours.  In 
the  contest  it  is  believed  that  we  have  suffered 


tariff,  after  being  decried  as  baleful  in  principle,    much,  and  may  suffer  more;  and  the  most  san 


and  destructive  in  its  practice,  to  be  yet  hailed  as 
auspicious  ?  To  properly  estimate  its  bearings  on 
commerce,  the  causes  oi  the  rise  and  decline  of 
that  interest  must  be  traced  :  that  it  has  not  been 
from  the  export  of  our  own  productions,  or  the 
importations  of  manufactures,  the  official  history 


guine  dare  not  even  predict  success.  Commerce 
must,  like  other  interest.s,  yu'ld  to  foreign  compe- 
tition, backed  by  an  unyielding  fK)licy  of  legisla- 
tion, which,  having  built  on  its  commerce  an  im- 
mense system  of  revenue,  is  bound  in  self-defence 
to  reciprocate  the  support  it  receives.     If  foreign 


of  its  progress  conclusively  shows  that  it  has  not  nations  would  permit  the  consumption  of  our  pro- 
ebbed  and  flowed  with  tne  price  or  quantity  of  visions  and  material>,  and  the  carrying  of  them  in 
domestic  exports  or  foreiffO  imports.  But  the  ex-  our  own  shipping,  it  might  aflord  some  indication 
portation  of  foreign  produce,  the  carrying  trade,  of  the  restoration  of  our  commerce.  The  new 
the  war  in  Europe,  left  us  without  competition ;  corn  law  of  Spain,  the  exclusion  of  our  soap,  the 
peace  has  overwhelmed  us  with  it.  While  the  !  French  bounty  on  South  American  cotton,  tell  us 
war  continued  all  nations  profited  by  our  com-  emphatically  that  this  is  not  the  era  of  that  extent 
merce ;  since  the  other  has  returned  they  can  pro-  of  liberal  principles  which,  because  it  may  be 
fit  by  their  own.  Two  items  of  colonial  produce  morally  right,  will  restore  us  a  monopoly  that  we 
required  in  their  transportation  more  tonnage  and  once  enjoyed,  not  from  their  good  will,  but  ne- 
seamen  than  all  the  imported  manufactures  con-  '  cessities.  Now  they  will  submit  to  privations 
Slimed  in  the  United  States.  Of  sugar  there  was  and  positive  losses,  by  forcing  the  importation 
exported,  in  1806,  145,630,000  pounds;  in  1807,  of  an  article  on  which  we  now  mainly  depend; 
143,119,000  ;  of  coffee,  in  1806,  47,000,000  ;  in  and  this  not  to  counteract  a  restrictive  system  on 
1807,  24,122,000  pounds;  in  1819,  of  sugar,  11,-  [our  part,  but  to  continue  one  on  theirs.  If  the 
267,000  pounds ;  of  coffee,  8,570,000  ;  in  1820,  '  pursuits  of  the  committee  in  private  life  have  not 
sugar,  31,388,000;  coffee,  11,656,000.  In  1806,  of  enabled  them  to  draw,  in  relation  to  commerce, 
our  two  great  domestic  staples  the  following  quan-  ,  just  deductions  from  either  reasoning  or  facts,  they 
titles  were  exported  :  cotton,  35,657,000  pounds  ;  |  feel  confident  that  they  cannot  err  in  passing  their 
flour,  156,544,000;  in  1819,  cotton,  87,996^000  ;,  opinion  on  the  conduct  of  this  Government,  called 
flour,  150,000,000;  in  1806,  aggregate  of  sugar  I  for  by  the  petitions,  and  sanctioned  by  the  appro- 
and  coffee,  192,630,000;  cotton  and  flour,  192,- I  bation,  of  the  mercantile  community,  and  adopted, 
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not  in  the  darkness  of  former  years,  but  in  the 
light  of  the  last. 

Our  present  commercial  and  legislative  contest 
with  P>ance  and  England  is  to  secure  to  our  com- 
merce the  exfMjrt,  not  the  import  trade  of  our  coun- 
try. Those  nations  do  not  deny  to  our  shipping 
the  exportation  of  their  manufactures,  or  produce, 
on  equal  terms  with  their  own.  That,  as  a  source 
of  commerce,  is  unrestrained  ;  their  duties  are  not 
on  exports,  or  on  vessels  arriving  in  ballast.  It 
woulcf  be  a  strange  policy  to  discourage  or  embar- 
rass the  exportation  of  surplus  productions,  and  a 
truly  unaccountable  contest,  if  it  was  merely  or 
mainly  whose  navigation  should  take  them  to 
market.  A  market  must  be  the  first  great  obiect ; 
the  mode  of  reaching  it  secondary.  Our  object 
is  not  the  exclusion  of  French  manufactures ;  we 
impose  no  additional  duty  on  them  by  the  late 
law;  its  operation  is  to  prohibit  their  introduction 
in  French  ships.  We  submit  to  the  loss  of  carry- 
ing them  in  our  own.  Being  willing  to  abandon 
this  branch  of  commerce,  it  is  deemed  conclusive 
evidence  of  the  general  conviction  that  its  impor- 
tance is  secondary.  The  worst  effect  of  the  new 
tariff  could  produce  no  more  fearful  results;  for  it 
must  be  equal,  with  American  commerce,  whether 
no  manufactures  are  imported,  or  none  in  Ameri- 
can ship>s.  Merchants  willingly  embrace  the  lat- 
ter alternative  to  effectuate  the  greater  object,  the 
one  which  is  the  foundation,  the  sustenance  of 
commerce — exportation,  not  importation.  In  thus 
estimating  their  relative  importance,  it  is  a  great 
relief  to  be  furnislied  with  a  practical  acknowl- 
edged standard  ;  no  longer  lelt  to  search  for  one 
by  conjecture  or  mere  reasoning.  This  enables 
us  to  speak  with  certainty  that  this  bill,  in  its 
worst  aspect,  bears  only  on  the  unimportant  ope- 
rations of  commerce.  Whether  it  will  injure  it 
at  all  or  not  remains  to  be  etj^inined.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  there  is  an  internal  as  well  as 
external  commerce :  one  we  now  and  can  forever 
mono(K)lize;  the  other  is  subject  to  continual  com- 
petition :  one  is  as  permanent  as  our  Grovernment ; 
the  other  as  much  swelled  to  an  unnatural  size  by 
war  as  it  is  emaciated  in  peace,  forever  fluctuating 
with  foreign  policy,  which  we  cannot  control  : 
one  limited  in  its  extent  by  foreign  wants,  looking 
only  to  countries  which,  having  perhaps  arrived 
at  their  maximum  of  population  and  resources, 
can  furnish  no  new  market  or  increased  demand  ;* 
the  other  drawn  to  a  mighty  empire,  with  a  popu- 
lation of  various  habits  and  pursuits,  embracing 
all  the  varieties  of  the  temperate  climates,  fitted  to 
the  supply  of  all  our  wants  ;  fertile  in  resources  as 
yet  not  tried  or  developed ;  in  itself  a  continent. 


.. 


*  The  amount  of  our  exports  of  domestic  proJuc- 
tions  in  1790,  before  the  European  wars,  affords  some 
•pccific  and  satisfactory  rule  by  which  to  test  the  for- 
eign demand  in  peace.  The  prospects  for  commerce, 
agriculture,  and  revenue,  can,  by  this  compariaon,  be 
•afely  estimated.  Those  who  are  willing  to  trust  all 
to  hope  should,  at  least,  be  called  on  to  show  that  there 
•re  now  any  markets  for  our  produce  which  were  not 
open  to  us  in  17'J0,  and  that  the  demand  has  or  will 
increase. 


destined  to  open  new,  and  capable  of  furnishing 
boundless  employment  to  industry  and  enterprise. 
As  the  best  portion  of  foreign  commerce  has  passed 
into  other  hands ;  as  it  is  now  irreclaimable,  and 
can  never  be  certain  and  uniform,  it  would  be  a 
reasonable  hope  that  there  would  be  a  common 
effort  to  increase  and  enlarge  the  spho^  of  domes- 
tic.    It  has  been  as  yet  untried.     It  is  not  prud«it 
to  so  far  decide  on  the  consequences  of  the  attempt 
as  to  pronounce  it  not  deserving  the  experiment. 
If  the  same  zeal  was  displayed  in  discovering  new 
as  in  retention  of  old  subjects  of  commerce,  and 
the  effort  failed,  experience  would  guide  us  to  the 
wisest  measures.     While  there  is  a  refusal  to  ap- 
peal to  this  unerring  standard,  and  we  are  deter- 
mined to  trust  only  to  preconceived  opinions,  (the 
result  of  habit,  and  possibly  prejudice,)  we  can 
never  avail  ourselves  of  the  example  of  others, 
and  will  afford  none  for  ourselves.    In  other  coun- 
tries, of  limited  extent,  internal  commerce  has  not 
been  deemed  unimportant ;  it  has  not  been  found 
unproductive  of  employment,  of  wealth,  or  inju- 
rious to  national  interests.    Ours  is  a  union  of 
confederated  nations ;  if  the  intercourse  between 
them  is  commerce,  it  may,  from  its  great  distance, 
the   variety  of  its  products,  and  articles  of  ex- 
change, be  called  foreign  commerce.  The  extent  of 
water  communication  between  the  remoter  parts  is 
equal  to  the  space  which  separates  us  from  Eu- 
rope and   the  West  Indies.     As  a  material  for 
commerce,  there  can  be  discerned  no  difference 
between  the  sugar  of  Louisiana  and  of  Cuba;  the 
lead  of  Missouri  or  of  England.    Nature  has  not 
denied  to  the  immense  region  watered  by  the  Mis- 
sissippi, the  Ohio,  and  the  Lakes,  the  means  of 
ship  building,  or  the  supply  of  cargoes.     Man  re- 
fuses them  a  market,  because  he  looks  only  abroad. 
If  one  portion  of  our  country  can  furnish  articles 
for  the  supply  of  another ;  if  the  vehicles  of  trans- 
portation, the  employment  of  men,  and  the  dis- 
tance, are  the  same,  foreign  can  present  no  prefer- 
ence over  domestic  commerce,  as  a  national  in- 
terest.    It  cannot  be  that  habit,  or  the  laws  of 
nature,  have  infused  into  commerce  such  a  spirit 
that  it  can  only  exist  by  foreign  action ;  its  solid 
interest  is  not  in  the  ephemeral  magnitude  of  its 
operations,  but  their  certainty  and  uniformity.     It 
has  suffered  more  from  fluctuation  than  want  of 
employment.     While  it  acts  abroad  its  movements 
are  among  rivals  and  enemies,  ngt  protected  by 
the  paternal  guardianship,  but  checked  and  thwart- 
ed by  the  jealousy  and  hostility  of  the  Govern- 
ment under  whose  influence  it  must,  and  against 
whose  policy  it  may  operate.     In  seeking  domes- 
tic sources  its  course  is  among  friends,  divided 
only  by  mutual  interests ;  between  nations  united 
by  the  common  bond  of  feeling  and  power,  and 
under  the  protection  of  a  Government  which,  sup- 
ported by  the  affections,  aims,  in  return,  to  provide 
for  the  good  of  all.     If  considerations  growing  out 
of  these  reflections  do  not  carry  conviction,  may 
they  not  awaken  attention  and  lead  to  inquiry,  so 
far  as  to  justify  one  fair  experiment  ?   If  it  should 
appear  that  a  partial  trial  has  been  made,  and  wi& 
success;  if  there  are  any  of  our  towns  wboce 
trade  and  tonnage  have  remained  unimpaired  by 
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the  general  pressure,  where  the  growth  of  domes- 
tic has  exceeded  the  decline  of  foreign  commerce, 
it  cannot  be  uninstructive  to  search  for  the  causes, 
or  unwise  to  profit  by  the  example. 

As  the  importation  of  foreign  manufactures 
might  become  lessened,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that 
the  increased  internal  communication  would  bal- 
ance ihe  loss  to  commerce;  it  would  be  more  in 
raw  materials,  which  are  not  now  exported,  and, 
being  more  bulky  than  the  manufacture,  would 
require  more  tonnage  in  their  transportation. 
When  the  value  and  weight  of  the  manufactures 
we  import  from  Europe  and  the  East  Indies  are 
compared  with  our  articles  of  export,  it  will  be 
apparent  that  a  small  amount  of  tonnage  is  re- 
quired for  the  carrying  of  goods  in  a  finished 
state;  and  that  there  must  be  more  domestic  com- 
merce in  collecting  the  materials  and  distributing, 
than  there  is  now  of  foreign  in  merely  importing 
the  manufacture. 

It  is  not  believed  to  be  a  rule  growing  out  of 
the  course  of  trade,  or  inferrible  from  experience, 
that  the  foreign  demand  for  any  of  our  products 
depends  on  what  we  receive  in  return.  Such  a 
rulewould  necessarily  limit  commerce  toexchange, 
and  none  would  be  carried  on  where  there  was 
only  the  payment  of  money  by  one  party,  the 
purchase  of  goods  by  the  other;  there  could  be  no 
balances  of  trade.  There  is  no  friendship  in 
trade;  demand  is  limited  by  wants  and  the  means 
of  payment;  exchange  is  the  most  desired;  but 
when  that  fails  money  and  credit  will  be  given. 
The  official  statements  of  our  commerce  with  the 
East  Indies  and  other  countries  abundantly  prove 
that  we  do  not  refuse  to  purchase  manufactures 
from  those  who  will  not  purchase  our  articles. 
Though  our  means  of  importing  from  England 
are  diminished  in  consequence  of  her  corn  laws, 
duties,  and  prohibitions,  there  does  not  seem  to  be 
the  less  inclination  to  purchase  her  manufactures. 
Though  we  are  her  best  customers,  no  part  of  her 
system  is  relaxed  in  our  favor.  She  takes  from  us 
only  what  is  for  her  interest,  and  necessary  for  her 
wants.  France  does  not  exclude  our  cotton,  or 
we  her  manufactures.  Intercourse  among  nations 
must  be  regulated  by  interest,  not  feeling  ;  those 
we  deal  with  take  from  us  what  they  want, 
while  we  supply  them  on  the  best  terms ;  their 
laws  do  not  bend  because  we  receive  payment  in 
their  products.  We  do  not  deal  only  with  those 
who  buy  from  us,  nor  is  that  a  rule  by  which  we 
apportion  duties  on  imports.  The  duties  on  Ma- 
deira wine,  and  silks  from  China,  strikingly  illus- 
trate this  principle.  The  official  tables,  the  his- 
tory of  our  commerce,  and  all  its  experience,  con- 
cur in  the  proof  that  the  refusal  by  one  nation  to 
receive  what  it  doe-s  not  want  will  not  prevent 
another  from  furnishing  what  it  does,  while  it 
possesses  means.  It  must,  therefore,  be  made  ap- 
parent, that  our  refusal  to  import  will  deprive  the 
two  nations,  with  whom  we  principally  deal  of 
the  means  of  purchasing  from  us ;  that  it  must  not 
only  turn  the  balance  of  trade  with  England  in 
our  favor,  but  to  such  an  extent  that  she  could  not 
pay  it,  before  the  objection  can  have  any  weight. 
If  this  would  be  the  effect  of  the  new  tarifl*,  it 


might  not  be  a  very  efiectual  mode  of  defeating  it 
by  urging  such  objections  on  this  Legislature. 
The  usage  of  all  trade  proves  that  what  is  wanted 
will  be  bought  while  it  can  be  procured  by  ex- 
change, money,  or  credit;  the  seller  will  not  re- 
ceive what  he  cannot  use  or  sell;  the  buyer,  in 
such  case,  and  not  tue  seller,  must  submit  to  terms. 
He  cannot  force  his  produce  into  market  against 
the  laws  of  the  place  or  the  interest  of  the  seller. 
It  has  been  thought  the  fairest  mode  to  meet 
these  objections  to  the  full  extent  to  which  they 
have  been  urged,  and  not  limit  our  views  to 
their  application  to  the  bill  the  committee  have 
felt  it  their  duty  to  report.  Its  provisions  do  not 
tend  to  destroy  the  importation  of  all  manufac- 
tures; it  only  progresses  towards  a  system  which, 
if  judicious  and  healthful  to  the  country,  can  be 
built  upon,  and  made  the  foundation  of  others;  it 
is  not  that  rapid  stride  which  can  shake  any  in- 
terest to  its  destruction  ;  if  it  is  wrong,  it  will 
cause  no  sudden  convulsion  in  retracing  its  errors. 
It  falls  as  far  short  of  the  expectation  of  one  part 
of  the  country,  as  it  exceeds  the  wishes  of  another ; 
it  is  the  duty  of  both  to  yield  a  part,  and  becomes 
ours  to  listen  to  both.  The  committee  are  aware 
that  the  subject  submitted  to  them  has  excited 
much  sensibility ;  that  their  views  have  been,  and 
will  be,  misunderstood,  is  to  be  expected ;  when 
their  acts  excite,  professions  will  nut  allay  opposi- 
tion and  alarm ;  it  would  have  better  suited  their 
feelings  had  it  been  referred  to  them  in  terms  of 
less  censure  and  reproach,  but  it  cannot  aflect  their 
consciousness  of  having  faithfully  discharged  a 
public  duty ;  can  never  prevent  them  from  im- 
parting to  one  great  national  interest  such  deijree 
of  protection  as  comports  with  the  general  wel- 
fare ;  and  will  never  lead  them  to  devise  injury  to 
another  which  is  intimately  connected  with  the 
wealth  and  glory  of  our  common  country.  We 
will  not  slop  here,  and  content  ourselves  with  the 
mere  disclaiming  hostility  to  commerce.  If  we 
understand  what  it  is,  if  we  are  not  radically  mis- 
taken in  ascribing  its  former  prosperity  to  expor- 
tation, and  its  present  depression  to  the  want  of  it, 
there  cannot  be  an  interest  which  more  imperi- 
ously calls  for  legi^lation  and  national  support. 
Such  an  interest  is  not  local,  or  confined  to  those 
engaged  in  its  pursuits;  it  pervades  the  whole 
country,  and  reaches  every  occupation ;  it  carries 
our  produce  and  manufactures  to  every  accessible 
market ;  it  creates  and  secures  employment  for  all 
our  industry,  and,  in  the  import  and  export  of 
foreign  articles,  earns  the  freight  of  our  shipping, 
the  wages  of  our  seamen,  and  acquires  a  profit  to 
the  employer,  which  is  drawn  from  others  to  us. 
If  this  is  foreign  commerce,  it  is  no  less  a  favorite 
with  us  than  manufactures;  if  they  can  be  separa- 
ted, we  will  not  say  it  may  not  be  more  so — the 
extent  of  the  market  it  would  furnish  might  be 
the  criterion.  If  our  existing  laws  impose  any 
restrictions  on  it,  none  would  more  willingly  aid 
in  their  removal;  it  should  be  as  free  as  air,  and 
not  be  burdened  even  for  revenue.  If  it  has  passed, 
or  is  passing,  into  the  hands  of  foreigners,  we 
would  be  hanpy  to  have  within  our  cognizance 
the  means  oi  averting  the  evil;  equally  so  in  de- 
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vising  the  best  mode  of  enlarging  and  extending 
the  sphere  of  its  operations,  under  the  control  of 
our  own  citizens. 

Destroy  agriculture. 

There  can  be  no  measure  of  sound  policy  which 
impairs  the  interests  or  checks  the  pursuits  of  agri- 
culture; the  committee,  therefore,  do  not  inquire 
into  the  expediency  or  justice  of  sacrificing  agri- 
culture to  manufactures  ;  they  will  confine  them- 
selves to  the  question,  whether  this  bill,  or  the  sys- 
tem for  which  it  lays  the  foundation,  tends  to  aid 
the  latter  at  the  expense  of  the  former.  Agreeing 
in  this  principle  with  its  opponents,  the  solution 
of  the  question  depends  more  on  fact  than  rea- 
soning. 

It  contains  no  direct  tax,  duty,  or  assessment  on 
the  products  or  occupations  of  agriculture;  it 
touches  nothing  of  domestic  origin  ;  to  this  there 
must  be  general  assent.  If  it  imposes  a  duty  on 
articles  other  than  manufactures,  it  is  solely  for 
revenue,  which  all  admit  is  wanted,  and  which 
the  opponents  of  the  bill  say  is  raised  by  impost 
from  the  farmer  with  less  inconvenience  than  any 
other  mode.  If  the  additional  revenue  thus  raised, 
to  supply  a  deficit  occasioned  by  its  decrease  on 
articles  of  manufacture,  docs  not  increase  the  ag- 
gregate amount  of  revenue,  then  are  no  new  bur- 
dens imposed  on  the  community  ;  it  is  only  a  new 
apportionment,  which  becomes  more  or  less  griev- 
ous as  articles  of  manufactures  are  more  or  less, 
in  comparison  with  others,  necessaries  of  life.  He 
who  consumes  imported  articles  pays  a  tax  ;  there 
is  none  on  domestic  :  if.  by  its  substitution  for  for- 
eign, there  is  a  loss  of  revenue,  which  is  added  to 
the  duty  on  some  other,  it  is  a  gain  or  a  loss,  as  he 
consumes  the  one  or  the  other  article.  The  poor 
farmer,  who  has  substituted  rye  for  coffee,  would 
be  a  gainer  by  an  increased  tax  on  that,  and  a  re- 
duced one  on  iron  and  clothing;  to  the  one  who 
preferred  coffee,  the  amount  of  tax  would  be  the 
same.  Admitting  that,  by  the  mass  of  the  nation, 
the  consumption  of  coffee  would  be  the  same  with 
a  higher  as  the  lower  duty,  and  the  reduced  price 
on  iron  and  clothing  enable  them,  with  the  same 
means,  to  pay  the  advanced  price  on  this,  then,  in 
a  national  point  of  view,  the  only  question  would 
be,  whether  it  bears  hardest  on  lliose  best  or  least 
able  to  bear  it.  This  would  depend  on  a  compar- 
ison of  the  articles  affected — which  were  neces- 
saries and  which  luxuries.  In  classing  them  gen- 
erally, they  are  dye-woods,  dye-stuffs,  drugs,  cloth- 
ing, furniture,  utensils  and  instruments  of  occupa- 
tion, on  the  one  hand  ;  groceries  on  the  other.  In 
applying  this  discrimination  to  the  two  classes, 
and  the  items  of  each,  it  will  not  be  found  that 
the  rates  of  duly  are  peculiarly  onerous  to  the  poor 
or  the  cultivator  of  the  soil.  Where  it  may  be 
though  to  exist,  allowance  must  be  made  for  the 
small  bulk  or  weight  when  compared  with  the 
value  of  the  article  as  a  temptation  to  smuggling. 
It  is  conceived,  therefore,  that  the  relative  rates  of 
duties  afford  no  color  for  the  imputation  of  hos- 
tility to  agriculture. 

But  the  great  obiection  to  the  bill — the  one 
which  is  pressed  in  all  the  memorials  as  the  foun- 


dation of  all  the  opposition — is,  that  the  increase 
of  the  duty  is,  of  course,  an  increase  of  the  price 
to  the  consumer.  This  is  admitted  to  be  true  as 
to  those  articles  the  sole  supply  of  which  is  by 
importation,  but  no  further.  Even  here  the  in- 
creased price  accrues  to  the  public  Treasury;  it 
cannot  go  to  the  manufacturer  till  he  brings  his 
products  to  market  and  sale.  Before  he  can  profit 
by  the  rise,  he  must  check  the  foreign  competition 
by  acquiring  a  part  of  the  supply  or  custom.  He 
cannot  do  this  by  exacting  a  higher  price,  unless 
the  quality  of  his  goods  is  proportionately  better ; 
he  must  sell  as  cheap,  and  furnish  articles  of  as 
good  a  quality,  or  he  cannot  begin  his  operations  ; 
they  can  be  continued  by  no  other  means.  If  he 
puts  down  foreign  competition,  and  monopolizes 
the  market,  it  must  be  by  making  better  or  selling 
cheaper,  and  by  such  an  amount  as  will  equal  the 
freight  and  importer's  profit;  for  importations  will 
continue  while  the  article  will  yield  either.  If 
the  market  should  be  divided  between  the  foreign 
and  domestic  supply,  it  would  keep  both  at  the 
same  price,  and,  while  this  continued,  operate  as 
a  tax  to  the  consumer  ;  it  would  be  temporary  or 
not,  as  the  country  would  afford  the  means  of  fur- 
nishing a  sufficient  amount  for  the  demand:  if  it 
would,  and  the  price  afford  a  profit  to  the  maker, 
the  competition  must  cease,  by  reducing  it  so  as 
to  exclude  the  foreign;  if  the  country  could  not 
produce  enough,  the  policy  of  imposing  more  than 
a  revenue  duty  might  well  be  questioned.  But 
true  "economy  to  the  consumer"  would  be  a  per- 
manent reduction  by  a  mere  temporary  increase  of 
the  price.  There  can,  then,  be  but  one  class  of 
manufactures  a  high  duty  on  which  can  tend  to 
the  benefit  of  the  manufacturer  at  the  expense  of 
the  consumer — those  of  which  a  competent  sup- 

rly  cannot  be  furnished  from  our  own  resources, 
f  such  are  discernible  in  the  proposed  measure, 
it  ought  not  to  be  an  object  to  retain  them  for  the 
mere  emolument  of  the  manufacturer.  The  great 
articles  of  consumption  are  such  as  can  be  sup- 
plied from  our  own  soil,  and  by  the  employment 
of  our  own  labor  and  machinery.  It  is  a  fact, 
which  cannot  be  too  often  repeated,  which  has 
been  verified  by  every  experiment,  confirmed  on 
every  trial,  that,  when  the  domestic  market  has 
been  secured  to  the  domestic  manufacturer,  do- 
mestic competition  has  reduced  the  price  to  the 
consumer.  Every  family  in  the  country  which 
consumes  coarse  cotton  goods  is  now  deriving  a 
direct  and  positive  advantage  from  the  highest 
duty  on  any  manufactured  article  in  the  present 
tariff;  it  is  of  a  belter  quality  and  at  a  cheaper 
rate  than  the  article  was  before  imported.  No 
theory,  no  argument,  can  reason  away  this  fact; 
it  carries  conviction  to  the  understanding;  the 
price,  the  quality,  is  practical  economy,  political 
as  well  as  personal ;  a  saving  to  the  nation  and  the 
individual.  It  is  not  a  solitary  item  in  our  expe- 
rience; nails,  gunpowder,  umbrellas,  cotton  and 
wool  cards,  present  the  same  results.  The  pur- 
chaser finds  these  articles  at  a  reduced  price,  with-  • 
out  asking  the  cause.  He  may  be  an  active,  a  con- 
scientious opponent  to  the  encouragement  of  do- 
mestic manufactures ;  may  have  heard  the  charge 
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of  there  being  a  "  tax  oq  the  many,  a  bounty  to 
the  few,"  repeated  so  often,  that  ii  becomes  im- 
pressed on  his  belief,  while,  at  the  same  moment, 
he  IS  deriving  a  pecuniary  gain  from  their  success, 
after  they  have  attained  the  height  of  their  efforts, 
the  command  of  the  consumption.  Thousands 
are  reaping  the  profits  of  a  competition  among 
manufacturers  to  acquire  employment  by  a  cheap 
and  good  supply,  while  they  are  laboring  under 
the  imputation  of  conspiring  to  oppress;  as  to 
many  items,  of  which  they  cannot  furnish  a  full 
supply,  they  are  enabled  to  check  foreign  exaction, 
and,  without  duly  appreciating  it,  the  country  is 
deriving  great  benefit  from  their  enterprise. 

There  would  seem  to  be  no  reasons  for  appre- 
hending different  results  from  the  further  extension 
of  the  same  principles  which  have  hitherto  pro- 
duced these  general  effects ;  if  there  are  the  same 
materials  and  skill  which  can  be  applied  to  the 
finer  fabrics,  there  can  be  no  more  danger  in  their 
exclusion  than  the  coarse.  Cotton,  as  an  item  of 
clothing,  is  as  much  a  necessary  of  life,  and  gun- 
powder of  defence,  as  any  other;  daily  and  profit- 
able experience  teaches  us  that  we  are  secured 
from  imposition  by  leaving  the  supply  of  these 
articles  in  the  hands  of  our  countrymen;  there 
may  be  as  much  safety  in  giving  them  that  of 
woollens  and  iron. 

The  experiment  has  never  yet  failed,  and  those 
who  wish  it  tried  on  newobjects  believe  it  never  will. 
Those  who  doubt  or  fear  its  success  should  at  least 
be  willing  that  new  subjects  should  be  brought 
to  the  test  of  the  principle.  Without  iome  act  of 
legislation  the  country  must  be  forever  divided 
in  opinion,  and  her  councils  agitated  by  petitions 
praying  for,  and  remonstrances  protesting  against, 
a  measure.  If  it  was  the  introduction  of  a  new 
feature  into  our  code,  it  might  well  be  left  to  the 
deductions  of  reasoning ;  being  but  the  application 
of  an  old  and  original  one,  coeval  with  our  first  act 
of  fiscal  legislation,  the  lights  of  experience  come 
fairly  to  its  aid.  When  facts  are  admitted,  and 
reasons  may  exist  in  favor  of  a  proposition,  the 
opposition  to  it  ought  not  to  rest  on  reasoning  and 
a:isertion  only  ;  some  one  fact  or  instance  should 
be  required  to  do  away  the  conviction  which  has 
been  caused  by  many.  Admitting  that,  on  this 
great  question  of  the  encouragement  of  manufac- 
tures, the  arguments  tending  to  prove  that  there 
will  be  a  consequent  reduction  of  price  are  bal- 
anced by  those  which  are  offered  to  show  that 
they  will  be  increased,  and  the  mind  thus  left  in 
doubt,  and  it  cannot  be  expected  that  any  further 
admission  can  be  made ;  admitting  that  a  uniform 
series  of  experiments  had  been  successfully  tried 
for  thirty  years,  and  all  resulted  in  the  decrease  of 
the  price  of  the  article,  protected  by  an  increased 
or  high  duty,  it  would  be  strange  to  contend  that 
this  should  not  turn  the  scale.  In  the  numerous 
memorials  on  this  subject,  our  researches  have  not 
enabled  us  to  discover  one  case  mentioned  which 
has  supported  the  objection  ;  we  have  been  fur- 
nished with  none  from  any  other  source  of  infor- 
mation, and  must,  therefore,  believe  there  is  none. 
On  other  subjects,  it  is  conceded  that  experience 
affords  the  safest  guides ;  no  good  reason  appears 


why  we  should  exclude  it  from  the  investigation 
of  this:  when  it  shall  sanction  this  objection,  its 
full  weight  ought  to  be  allowed  ;  until  this  is  given 
to  it,  while  it  contradicts  it,  we  cannot  yield  to  its 
force.  It  may  not  be  considered  unfair  to  make  a 
reciprocal  application  of  this  rule:  if  the  uniform 
consequence  of  giving  the  domestic  manufacturer 
the  command  of  our  market,  by  the  imposition  of 
high  duties  on  foreign  products,  had  been  to  in- 
crease the  price  to  the  consumer,  and  he,  grown 
rich  by  a  tax  on  the  country,  would  be  thought  to 
present  himself  before  Congress  with  poor  claims 
to  furnish  him  with  the  means  of  increasing  the 
tax,  under  the  name  of  protection  to  him,  it  would 
be  a  conclusive  answer — experience  is  against  you. 
May  not  the  same  answer  be  given  to  this  objec- 
tion ?  It  is  supported  by  nothing  but  itself.  Hith- 
erto, the  profit  of  the  manufacturer  has  been  a 
saving  to  the  nation ;  no  reasons  have  been  given 
why  it  may  not  be  so  for  the  future;  it  is  time 
enough  to  give  way  to  the  objection  when  there 
shall  be  the  same  weight  of  facts  to  support  that 
there  exist  to  remove  it.  Let  the  cupidity  of  man- 
ufacturers be  what  it  may,  it  can  never  be  gratified 
when  there  is  no  prohibition ;  foreign  supplies 
must  be  an  efiectual  security  to  the  consumer,  if 
domestic  competition  is  not;  it  has  never  failed ; 
for  when  a  |)eople,  so  eagle-eyed  as  ours,  are  at 
liberty  to  select  the  occupation  of  their  labor,  caj*- 
ital,  and  skill,  discern  that  inordinate  or  unusual 
profits  accrue  to  any  particular  manufacture,  the 
same  self-interest  which  looks  to  its  own  gratifica- 
tion will  dirict  their  application  to  the  same  ob- 
ject, and  thus  reduce  the  profits  to  what  is  a  rea- 
sonable compensation.  The  danger  of  prohibition 
is  thus  averted.  If  there  is  reasonable  ground  to 
apprehend  that  this  competition  may  not  be  an 
effectual  check,  prohibition  may  be  avoided,  un- 
less required  as  the  foundation  of  an  excise.  Where 
the  object  is  merely  protection,  a  high  duty  will 
suffice;  the  increase  of  price  can  never  be  beyond 
the  duty  ;  according  to  its  rate,  it  might  support 
an  excise  on  the  article  protected.  It  is  confident- 
ly thought  that,  even  allowing  to  this  objection 
its  possible  application,  the  proposed  addition  of 
duties  does  not  throw  the  consumer  into  the  power 
of  the  manufacturer.  Very  far  short  of  prohibi- 
tion, the  bill  does  not  come  in  the  way  of  an  ar- 
gument which  would  appear  to  apply,  if  it  all,  to 
a  system  not  to  be  found  in  any  duty  proposed. 
There  must  have  been  some  misapprehension  on 
this  subject ;  the  measure  so  ra  jch  deprecated  is 
one  which  it  is  said  will  d«»stroy  alike  revenue, 
commerce,  agricultural  and  mechanical  labors; 
the  objection  cannot  be  good  as  to  all,  and,  in  part 
at  least,  must  defeat  itself.  The  average  rates  of 
the  ad  valorem  duties  are  about  twenty-eight  per 
cent.;  now,  if  this  destroys  commerce,  by  with- 
drawing materials  for  carrying,  and  revenue,  by 
stopping  importations,  the  evil  must  stop  here,  and 
cannot  reach  the  farmer.  If  the  price  rises  in  pro- 
portion to  the  duty,  the  merchant  can  still  atford 
to  import;  the  Government  will  still  receive  tax. 
It  can  only  be  by  a  fall  in  the  price  that  commerce 
and  revenue  suffer ;  it  must  bring  the  article  cheap- 
er to  the  consumer;  if  smuggled,  it  must  reduce 
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the  price,  as  it  then  comes  to  him  duty  free ;  by 
all  these  operations  the  farmer  gains.  That  an 
argument  intended  for  a  prohibition  must  be  fal- 
lacious as  to  a  moderate  or  (if  it  must  be  called 
so)  a  high  duty,  is  evident  from  these  and  other 
reflections,  which  will  occur  to  every  mind,  unless 
the  mode  of  paying  the  manufacturer  is  more  opr 
pressive  than  the  merchant. 

This  is  an  important  inquiry.  The  mode,  the 
means  of  payment,  constitutes  the  real  price  of  an 
article  purchased.  If  a  bushel  of  wheat  will  buy 
a  yard  of  linen,  it  may  be  supposed  an  equivalent 
exchange,  and  each  article  worth,  say  one  dollar; 
it  remains  equal  while  the  merchant  will  take 
wheat  at  one  dollar  ;  when  he  receives  it  at  fifty 
cents,  either  linen  has  risen,  or  wheat  has  fallen, 
one-half — of  no  consefjuence  which ;  it  requires 
two  bushels  of  wheat  to  purchase  one  yard  of  linen. 
A  few  years  since  it  was  the  reverse  ;  one  bushel 
of  wheat  would  buy  two  yards  of  linen.  Com- 
paring the  prices  of  the  two  periods  with  the  means 
of,  payment,  linen  has  become  increased  four-fold, 
as  It  takes  now  as  much  wheat  to  buy  one  yard  as 
it  did  formerly  to  buy  four;  linen  is  therefore  four 
times  as  dear.  Cloth  sold  five  years  ago  at  twelve 
dollars  per  yard  ;  six  bushels  of  wheat  or  six  pounds 
of  fine  wool  would  pay  for  it ;  now  it  requires 
twenty-four  bushels  of  the  one,  and  twenty-four 
pounds  of  the  other.  To  keep  up  the  uniformity  of 
price,  and  bring  these  articles  as  cheap  to  the  lar- 
mer,  linen  should  be  reduced  to  twenty-five  cents 
and  superfine  cloth  to  three  dollars  a  yard.  The 
farmer  bein^  able  to  buy  cheapest  when  he  can 
pay  the  easiest,  he  must  ask  who  will  give  him 
the  greatest  quantity  of  what  he  wants  for  the 
smallest  quantity  of  what  he  can  spare. 

The  foreign  manufacturer  of  linen  and  woollen 
is  prevented  from  {Wirchasing  flour,  flax,  or  wool ; 
the  importing  merchant  cannot  pay  in  those  arti- 
cles, and  cannot  receive  them  from  the  farmer  in 
payment  for  the  good-;.  If  the  farmer  buys  them, 
they  afford  no  additional  demand  for  his  produce  ; 
he,  at  all  events,  cannot  be  benefited  by  the  foreign 
manufacturer,  or  domestic  importer  or  retailer, 
because  neither  afford  him  a  good  or  bad  market ; 
they  give  him  none  at  all ;  nothing  can  be  received 
but  his  money.  To  whom  must  he  look  for  that  ? 
Evidently  to  other  sources  ;  to  some  other  foreign 
or  domestic  market.  He  then  becomes  indebted  to 
those  other  sources  for  his  means  of  paying  for  these 
foreign  manufactures,  not  to  the  manui'acturers 
or  to  the  sellers  of  them.  These  remarks  will 
apply  to  all  other  articles  for  which  the  farmer 
cannot  nay  in  produce.  When  foreign  manufac- 
turers, from  compulsion  or  interest,  will  not  take 
the  provisions  or  raw  materials  from  the  consumer, 
the  latter  can  claim  no  benefit  from  them.  If  he 
must  in  some  other  way  obtain  the  money  to  pay 
for  them,  he  can  be  in  no  worse  situation  if  he 
buys  them  from  the  domestic  than  the  foreign 
maker,  so  far,  at  least,  as  respects  the  means  of 
paying  him  in  products  which  he  either  will  not 
or  cannot  receive.  The  full  force  of  this  remark 
will  apply  to  the  great  bulk  of  foreign  manufac- 
tures 01  every  nation,  and  the  agricultural  produc- 
tions of  the  Northern  and  Middle  States.     It  is  as 


correct  in  reasoning  as  it  is  true  in  fact,  that  the 
latter  will  not  pwiy  lor  the  former.  The  gross  pro- 
duce of  farms  will  not  now  purchase  clothing,  gro- 
ceries, and  utensils  necessary  for  supporting  the 
families  of  the  farmer,  raising  the  produce  of  the 
farms,  and  carrying  it  to  market.  Their  surplusses 
of  one  article,  or  various  articles,  will  not  enable 
them  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  another ;  one 
thing  will  not  enable  them  to  buy  another ;  one 
will  not  pay  for  another ;  his  own  products  are 
useless ;  those  of  others  are  beyond  his  reach. 
The  obvious  remedy,  then,  is  to  enable  him  to  sell 
what  he  can  spare,  to  buy  what  he  wants.  If  for- 
eign artisans  will  not  give  him  broadcloth  for 
wool,  linen  for  flax,  or  either  for  flour,  and  the  do- 
mestic artisan  will,  then  one  great  object  is  ac- 
complished ;  he  has  a  market ;  he  can  exchange ; 
one  article  will  buy  another  at  some  rate  of  ex- 
change ;  what  that  rate  may  be,  will  depend  on 
mutual  wants  and  mutual  interest.  The  farmer  is 
no  longer  compelled  to  seek  a  money  market ;  he 
ha.^  one  for  exchange ;  his  product  becomes  as  ne- 
cessary to  supply  the  wants  of  the  manufacturer 
as  theirs  to  him,  and  each  has  a  custom  for  his 
surplus.  The  great  chain  which  forms  the  circle 
of  society  is  composed  of  separate  links,  each  link 
a  distinct  occupation — we  may  suppose  a  hundred. 
Take  one  hundred  men,  each  pursuing  a  different 
calling,  and  separated  from  others  ;  each  deals 
with  the  other  ;  one's  surplus  meets  his  neighbor's 
wants  ;  the  price  is  indifferent ;  relatively,  it  must 
be  equal ;  one  buys  and  pays  for  anotner,  each 
having  ninety-nine  customers  is  secured  in  em- 
ployment,.ana  a  market  for  the  fruits  of  his  indus- 
try ;  it  is  p'rmanent,  and  cannot  fluctuate  by  any 
foreign  action.  This  circle  is  independent,  per- 
fectly secured  from  imposition;  for  as  each  must 
have  the  products  of  the  others,  he  cannot  add  to 
the  price  of  his,  without  paying  more  for  that 
which  he  must  purchase;  the  price  of  one  article 
must  rcffulate  tne  value  of  another.     If,  in  this 


state  of  things,  it  should  be  found  out  that  a  foreign 
supply  of  the  same  articles,  which  are  thus  fur- 
nished from  these  one  hundred  different  occupa- 
tions, could  be  procured  from  the  merchant  at  one- 
half  the  nominal  rate  of  that  which  had  been  fixed 
on  by  common  consent,  and  each  should  decide 
on  purchasing  the  imported  article,  then  each 
must  lose  his  ninety-nine  customers.  The  mer- 
chant will  not  exchange,  but  requires  money. 
Where  is  it  to  be  procured  ?  None  can  sell  his 
products  at  half  their  value,  because  all  have  lost 
their  market.  There  can  be  no  exchange,  and  no 
means  of  raising  money  to  purchase.  It  becomes 
an  easy  question  to  decide  which  is  "economy  to 
the  consumer,"  which  is  cheapest. 

This  comparison  may  illustrate  the  operations 
of  society ;  they  are  all  governed  and  controlled 
by  mutual  dependence  and  support — all  tending 
to  enhance  individual  and  promote  public  pros- 
perity; they  are  the  same.  The  nation  differs 
fro.m  the  village  only  in  extent,  both  being  com- 
posed of  individuals,  and  must  partake  of  the 
qualities  and  character  of  its  component  parts; 
their  interest  must  be  national.  In  testing  these 
principles   by  practical  operation,  in  taking  the 
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above  comparison  to  the  actual  pursuits  of  life,  it 
will  be  found  that  the  facility  of  exchange  is  the 
great  ingredient  in  the  prosperity  of  agriculture ; 
the  contraction  of  our  wants,  the  extension  of  the 
means  of  supplying  them,  depend  on  the  activity 
of  this  principle.  In  tracing  its  effects  on  the  cul- 
tivators of  the  soil,  there  has  resulted  a  general 
assent  to  this  position;  that  the  farmer  who  has 
the  greatest  means  of  exchange  is  the  most  pros- 
perous, the  less  dependent  on  others,  the  more  free 
to  direct  his  labor  to  the  most  profitable  produc- 


to  the  importer;  he  to  the  retailer;  and  it  comes 
to  the  farmer  with  all  their  deductions.  He  then 
receives  as  much  less  linen  in  exchange  for  his 
flax  as  is  equal  to  the  expense  of  sending  his  flax 
to  the  manufactory  and  bringing  back  the  linen 
in  exchange.  He  and  the  manufacturer  are  both 
taxed  to  the  amount  of  the  charges  and  profits  of 
the  double  transportation,  which  would  be  saved 
to  both  if  the  exchange  was  made  on  the  spot. 
The  nearer,  then,  that  they  can  be  made  to  ap- 
proach each  other,  the  better  for  both.    It  increases 


tion;  the  more  he  manufactures  m  his  own  family,  I  the  means  and  lessens  the  expenses  of  exchange, 
the  better  security  for  a  good  and  against  a  bad  i  If  it  would  produce  this  efliect  when  the  raw  ma- 
market.  In  accounting  for  the  difi*erent  appear- 1  terial  will  purcha^^e  the  manufacture  at  any  price, 
ance  of  two  adjoining  farms,  their  comparative  |  it  would  be  of  much  greater  advantage  when  it 
stateof  cultivation,  improvement,  repair,  and  pro- I  will  not  be  received  at  all.  How,  then,  a  linen 
duction,  as  well  as  the  relative  appearance  of  com- 1  manufacture  can  injure  the  farmer,  cannot  be  per- 
fort  and  enjoyment,  it  is  no  bad  criterion  to  exam-  i  ceived  ;  or  what  more  injury  could  result  from  his 
ine  the  clothing  of  the  owners  and  their  families;  j  contiguity  to  those  of  woollen,  paper,  iron,  glass, 
their  domestic  or  foreign  origin  will  explain  the  '  or  earthenware.  They  must  bring  his  provisions, 
appearance  of  the  farms.  But  there  is  one  rule  |  materials,  ores,  minerals,  fuel,  and  a  vast  variety 
which  is  unerring — the  merchant's  leger;  the  bal-  of  small  items  from  his  farm  which  cannot  beex- 
ance  on  the  debtor  or  credit  side  is  the  true  touch-  ported,  and  are  of  no  value  when  confined  to  a 
stone  of  agricultural  prosperity;  why  not  of  na- 1  distant  market,  to  a  domestic  one,  which  will  af- 
tional?  No  instance  can  probably  be  adduced  of  i  ford  him  all  he  wants  in  exchange.  Such  have 
a  farmer  being  injured  by  manufacturing  for  the  '  been  the  effects  in  all  parts  of  this  country.  Wher- 
use  of  his  family ;  of  the  value  of  his  produce  or  ;  ever  there  is  an  opportunity  of  making  the  experi- 
land  being  depressed  by  the  establishment  of  man-  j  ment,  it  would  seem  impossible  to  be  otherwise; 
ufactures  in  his  neighborhood,  or  raised  by  their  I  whether  it  is  the  mill  which  grinds  his  wheat,  or 
destruction;  of  the  increase  of  the  wealth,  pros-  [  the  mill  which  spins  his  flax,  wool,  hemp,  or  cot- 
perity,  or  business  of  a  town  in  an  increased  ratio  |  ton,  it  is  the  same  thing  to  him  as  to  the  quantity 
to Jis  industry :  of  national  power,  resources,  and  of  the  manufacture  he  can  receive  for  his  raw  ma- 
independence  being  endangered  or  impaired  by  terial.  Each  is  equally  affected  by  the  distance 
the  command  of  its  own  consumption  and  means  \  and  expenses  of  transportation,  which  lessen  their 
of  defence.  !  value. 

Manufactures  increase  the  objects  and  facilitate  i      The   manufactories  of  France  and    England, 
the  means  of   exchanire.     To   individuals   they  '  united,  do  not  furnish  a  market  for  one  pound  of 


flour,  wool,  flax,  or  hemp.  The  manufactories  in 
Oneida  county.  New  York,  consume  annually,  it 
is  said,  §110,000  of  agricultural  productions,  which 
are  excluded  from  use  by  those  who  sell  us  manu- 
factures to  the  amount  of  more  than  forty  millions 
a  year;  and  the  few  manufactories  in  the  United 
States  consume  more  of  our  breadstuff's  than  the 


afford  a  nearer  and  more  accessible  market,  not 
liable  to  interruption  by  war  or  foreign  policy. 
Roads,  rivers,  canals,  oceans,  are  but  highways  to 
market,  the  conduits  to  exchange,  the  paths  by 
which  we  send  away  what  we  can  spare,  and 
bring  back  what  we  want.  The  shorter,  the  less 
dangerous  the  path  ;  the  less  the  expense  of  travel- 
ling, the  quicker  the  return;  the  more  certain  the  |  continent  of  Europe  and  the  B^ast  Indies  ;  for  the 
exchange,  the  better  for  the  producer  and  the  con-  farmers  of  this  country  must  know  that  the  mar- 
sumer  ;  the  more  direct  the  exchange,  the  smaller  ket  for  their  produce  is  not  in  the  countries  whence 
the  number  of  intermediate  agents  who  are  em- '  thev  import  their  manufactures.  It  has  been  the 
ployed  between  the  two  classes,  and  who  must  all  '  policy  of  the  Government  to  tax  at  a  high  rate  the 
have  their  profits,  the  greater  is  the  amount  re-  j  produce  of  our  good  customers,  and  the  produce 
ceived  to  both  on   the  article  exchanged.     The  !  of  our  bad  ones  at  a  low  rate ;  and,  strange  as  it 


raiser  of  flax  wants  the  manufacture,  the  maker 
of  linen  wants  the  raw  material.  If  they  reside 
near  each  other,  the  farmer  takes  his  flax  to  the 
manufactory,  and  brings  home  his  linen ;  no  third 
person  being  employed,  each  receives  the  full  value 
of  his  article ;  the  farmer  receives  the  full  amount 
of  whatever  the  flax  is  worth  to  the  manufacturer ; 
he  the  full  value  of  what  the  linen  is  worth  to 
the  farmer.  If  the  manufactory  is  in  a  foreign 
country,  the  farmer  exchanges  his  flax  with  the 
domestic  retailer,  he  remits  it  to  the  importer,  he 
to  the  foreign  exporter,  he  to  the  manufacturer,  who 
receives  it  with  all  the  intermediate  charges  and 
profits  taken  from  its  value  to  him.  He  sends 
back  the  linen,  through  the  hands  of  the  exporter. 


may  seem,  this  policy  has  never  been  deemed  in- 
jurious to  agriculture.  When  a  high  duty  is  im- 
posed on  the  good  customers  of  our  agriculturist.*:, 
there  is  no  complaint  from  them,  or  those  who  are 
so  alive  to  their  interest.  The  island  of  Madeira 
consumed,  the  last  year,  of  our  produce  §233,928, 
British  East  Indies  §5,740.  The  duty  on  Ma- 
deira wine  is  one  dollar  per  gallon,  on  fine  muslins 
from  Calcutta  twenty-five  per  cent.  These  cases 
are  selected  for  illustration.  The  statistical  tables 
of  our  commerce  with  other  countries  all  tend  to 
give  the  same  practical  answer  to  a  different  opin- 
ion, and  to  show  its  entire  futility. 

The  course  of  trade  and  all  experience  prove, 
beyond  a  doubt,  that  the  market  lor  our  produce 
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does  not  depend  on  what  we  receive  in  return,  and 
that  the  market  afforded  for  their  manufactures  by 
our  policy  yields  us  no  equivalent.  If  the  com- 
mittee are  mistaken  in  this  deduction  from  facts, 
some  reason  must  be  given  for  the  state  of  our 
trade  with  foreign  nations.  We  believe  there  can 
be  no  mystery  in  its  operations,  and  that  ordinary 
minds  can  comprehend  them.  Until  better  evi- 
dence than  Treasury  documents  and  general  ex- 
perience be  offered,  the  mind  can  come  to  no  other 
conclusions  than  these: 

That  fort- i^n  nations  are  governed  by  their  in- 
terest and  policy  in  permitting  the  importation  of 
our  produce,  excluding  or  taxing  it. 

That  they  will  buy  what  they  do  want,  and 
will  not  buy  what  they  do  not  want. 

That  their  laws  form  a  system  of  general  policy 
from  which  they  will  neither  be  driven  nor  per- 
suaded by  any  means  which  our  Government  has 
vet  attempted.  If,  therefore,  it  is  sound  policy  to 
look  alone  to  a  foreign  market  for  our  agricultural 

f)roductions,  (and  one  must  be  found  by  legis- 
ation,)  there  is  but  one  mode  left — aim  at  their 
manufactures.  Our  market  cannot  be  worse  than 
it  is;  therefore  we  lose  nothing;  it  may  become 
belter.  It  is  not  possible  that  the  establishment  of 
manufactures  among  us  can  deprive  us  of  the 
European  demand  of  what  we  now  export,  which 
is  neither  breadstuflT  nor  raw  materials ;  they  ex- 
clude these  from  choice,  and  take  others  from 
necessity.  Thus  far,  then,  the  farmer  is  safe. 
But  fears  are  entertained  that  the  remaining  ex- 
ports may  be  excluded  if  we  impose  additional 
duties  on  imported  manufacture.^.  Cotton  being 
now  our  grand  staple,  it  must  be  important  to 
ascertain  the  eflfecls  on  ihis. 

It  will  be  at  once  evident  that,  as  to  the  quantity 
consumed,  it  is  the  same  whether  worked  up  at 
home  or  abroad  ;  if  the  amount  exported  Incomes 
lessened  by  the  amount  required  to  make  as  much 
cloth  as  will  supply  our  market,  the  same  amount 
is  retained  at  home.  The  cotton  planter,  then, 
cannot  lose  by  this  effect.  Will  it  affect  the  price 
of  what  is  used  in  our  manufactories?  As  the 
purchase  must  precede  the  manufacture;  as  there 
would  be  a  competition  in  the  first  instance  be- 
tween two  sets  of  purchasers  and  consumers,  the 
foreign  and  domestic  ;  as  it  must  end  in  the  ascen- 
dancy of  the  one  or  the  other,  the  gainer  must,pay 
as  much  for  the  raw  material  as  the  loser.  If  he 
is  overbid,  he  could  not  procure  the  raw  material 
while  another  will  give  a  better  price;  he  cannot 
continue  his  ascendancy  if  he  refuses  the  terms  the 
other  oflTers.  As  the  raw  material  is  indispensable, 
the  raiser  of  it  must  profit  in  every  possible  event; 
as  the  market  of  the  manufactured  article  can  only 
be  secured  by  the  one  who  commands  the  material, 
his  interest  must,  of  necessity,  be  an  effectual  pro- 
tection fo  the  planter.  Will  the  price  of  what  is 
exported  be  diminished?  If  this  country  can  pro- 
duce a  quantity  sufficient  for  both  the  foreign  and 
domestic  demand,  and  no  more,  then  it  must  be 
wanted  somewhere,  and  all  that  is  wanted  will  be 
bought  at  a  fair  price ;  if  less  is  produced  than 
might  be  wanted,  the  price  must  rise;  if  more,  it 
must  fall.     But,  on  this  subject,  time  is  thrown 


away  on  conjecture.  It  is  well  known  that  this 
country  can  produce  more  cotton  than  will  meet 
all  demands;  that  the  foreign  market  is  completely 
gorged,  and  the  prices  rapidlv  declining.  In  the 
foreign  market  we  have  much  competition ;  it  is 
not  extending  with  our  means  of  supply,  but  con- 
tracting; the  reasons  for  creating  and  extending  a 
domestic  one  would,  to  the  interest  of  the  planter, 
seem  imperious.  Will  foreign  nations  change 
their  policy,  and  impose  additional  burdens  on  the 
importation  of  our  cotton?  This  affords  room  for 
conjecture.  There  are  no  arguments  so  difficult 
to  answer  as  general  ones,  whicn  cannot  be  located, 
which  will  not  be  specified,  and,  from  their  nature, 
have  their  origin  not  in  fact,  but  fancy ;  their  want 
of  weight  in  every  other  analogous  case  will  not 
prevent  their  being  pressed  in  a  new  one.  If  those 
who  urge  them  will  agree  that  their  validity  shall 
be  tested  by  any  known  rule,  resulting  from  our 
legislative  or  commercial  experience,  there  would 
be  some  means  of  ending  the  discussion.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  light  which  practice  has  .shed  on 
the  other  subjects  of  legislation  may  not  be  lost  on 
this.  If  facts  tend  to  one  conclusion,  it  must  be 
taken  to  be  the  just  one,  unless  reason  absolutely 
rejects  it. 

If  England  wants  our  cotton,  she  will  take  it, 
and,  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  that  want,  will 
receive  it  on  terras  more  or  less  favorable;  taking 
it  while  it  is  her  interest,  and  no  longer.  So  far 
as  our  supply  of  her  market  depends  on  the  ordi- 
nary rules  of*  trade,  it  has  been  considered,  and  has 
no  bearing  on  the  present  view  of  the  subject. 
The  question  is,  whether  her  Government  will  de- 
part from  interest  to  considerations  of  policy,  and 
adopt  a  retaliatory  measure.  She  has  not  done  it 
in  consequence  of  our  exclusion  of  the  coarse  cot- 
tons from  her  East  India  colonies ;  she  did  not  do 
it  when  we,  in  1812,  doubled  the  duties  on  all  cot- 
ton and  woollen  goods — her  two  favorite  manu- 
factures ;  we  cannot  perceive  why  she  should  do 
it  if  the  proposed  increase  be  made.  Her  corn  laws 
do  not  relax  or  extend  in  rigor  according  to  the 
ebbs  and  flow.s  in  our  tariff.  The  imposition  of 
our  war  duties  did  not  occasion  the  exclusion 
of  our  raw  materials;  their  abolition  did  not 
give  them  a  better  market.  The  flourishing  state 
of  our  manufactures  in  1815  and  1816  did  not 
produce  any  new  measure  of  retaliation  or  policy; 
their  depression  since  has  not  brought  about  tne 
repeal  of  any  old  one.  Our  free  intercourse  with 
her  colonies  did  not  affect  her  navigation  acts ;  our 
non-intercourse  now  does  not  make  them  more 
rigid.  The  immense  amount  of  her  manufactures 
which  we  purchase,  failing  to  produce  any  feeling 
of  peculiar  friendship  beyond  her  interest,  it  is 
hard  to  believe  that  the  diminution  of  the  amount 
will  create  a  spirit  of  hostility  adverse  to  her  in- 
terest. Fully  convinced  that  her  future  course  of 
policy  will  be  guided  by  the  principles  of  the  past, 
and  seeing  in  that  no  indications  of  the  course  ap- 
prehended, we  do  not  think  there  can  be  any  reason- 
able fears.  Unwilling  to  pursue  this  investigation 
into  detail,  we  close  it  by  remarking,  that  thus  far 
the  cotton  planter  has  benefited  by  high  duties  on 
cotton  ;  the  East  Indies  has  afforded  him  no  mar- 
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ket ;  the  exclusion  of  the  fabrics  of  that  country 
has  certainly  opened  a  new  market,  and  as  cer- 
tainly it  has  not  impaired  the  European,  for  that 
is  glutted.  If  the  exclusion  should  oe  extended  to 
all  India  cottons  and  nankeens,  this  new  market 
would  be  increased,  and  probably  to  a  greater  ex- 
tent than  the  interest  of  anv  European  nation 
would  permit  it  to  diminish  theirs.  As  an  agri- 
cultural objection,  therefore,  it  seems  entitled  to 
less  weight  from  the  raiser  of  cotton  than  any 
other;  for  though  the  East  Indies  afford  a  very 
bad  and  small  market  for  other  productions,  they 
still  take  some;  but  of  cotton  they  do  not,  and 
never  will,  take  any. 

If  it  be  impracticable  to  legislate  a  nation  into 
wealth,  and  impolitic  to  attempt  it,  it  does  not  fol- 
low that  it  may  not  be  preserved  from  poverty ;  if 
neither  object  is  attainable,  it  is  not  perceived  that 
Grovernment  can  be  of  any  use  to  the  people;  if 
its  operations  can  tend  neither  to  preserve  nor  in- 
crease the  fruits  of  their  labor,  we  are  at  a  loss  to 
know  the  legitimate  objects  of  leojislation.  To 
what  object  ought  all  national  machinery  to  tend, 
but  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of 
the  people  ?  If  this  does  not  consist  in  increasing 
their  resources,  as  well  as  preventing  their  extinc- 
tion, we  must  pursue  this  subject  no  further  till 
better  informed. 

The  encouragement  of  manufactures  is  called 
coercion — a  forcing  from  one  occupation  to  an- 
other. Like  the  other  objec(ions,  the  best  answer 
seems  to  this  is,  its  want  of  application  in  fact. 
During  the  late  war,  manufactures  flourished ; 
fanners  were  not  then  forced  from  their  occupa- 
tions. The  planter  of  the  South  was  not  pre- 
vented from  raising  cotton ;  he  had  no  foreign 
market,  but  he  had  a  domestic  one.  But  he  felt 
the  practical  difference  between  a  market  at  home 
and  one  abroad ;  the  land  transportation  from  the 
place  of  production  to  the  place  of  manufacture, 
and  back  again,  taught  him  how  much  of  the 
value  of  the  raw  material,  to  him,  was  diminished 
by  the  intermediate  expenses.  Had  their  manu- 
factories been  at  home,  had  the  same  persons  who 
then  established  them  at  the  North  commenced 
and  completed  them  to  the  South,  it  would  have 
been  called  no  forcing  of  occupation,  no  tax  on 
agriculture.  One  pound  of  cotton  will  now  pay 
for  one  yard  of  cotton  cloth ;  when  it  shall  appear 
that,  before  the  establishment  of  our  cotton  manu- 
factories, or  since  their  decline,  a  pound  of  cotton 
has  produced  more  to  the  raiser,  it  will  be  time  to 
answer  any  additional  objections  of  this  kind. 
Grenerally  speaking,  as  there  were  no  manufacto- 
ries in  the  Southern  States,  their  existence  in  the 
Northern  and  Middle  coafd  not  have  forced  them 
from  their  occupation,  unless  the  current  of  emi- 
gration from  the  South  to  the  North  should  have 
been  the  fact  from  which  this  objection  has  been 
raised.  In  Kentucky  there  were  manufactories  to 
"  a  great  extent ;  the  farmers  in  their  neighborhood, 
and  those  who  represent  them,  can  say  whether 
they  are  now  more  prosperous;  whether  they  have 
now  a  greater  freedom  in  the  selection  oi  their 
pursuits,  or  profit  in  following  them.  If  the  same 
question  were  put  to  the  farmers  in  the  Northern 


and  Middle  States;  if  any  member  of  this  House, 
who  represents  them,  were  asked  if  he  could  point 
out  an  instance  of  even  an  individual  farmer  who 
was  against  his  will  forced  to  abandon  his  soil, 
and  go  to  a  manufactory  for  employment,  the  force 
of  this  objection  can  be  tested  by  the  application 
of  theory  to  practice. 

It  may  be  asserted  with  truth,  that,  wherever 
the  principle  has  been  fairly  tried,  it  has  been 
found  that  the  interest  of  the  farmer  and  manu- 
facturer has  been  completely  identified  ;  one  rises 
and  falls  with  the  other.  This  is  verified  not 
only  by  personal  observation,  but  attested  in  the 
most  impresi-ive  manner  by  the  petitions  presented 
to  the  present  Congress.  Last  year  thousands  of 
farmers  asked  you  for  protection  to  manufactures  ; 
they  were  from  States  in  all  of  which  their  prac- 
tical effects  had  been  seen  and  felt  for  years.  With 
all  the  efforts  used  to  excite  opposition  and  alarm 
during  the  present  year,  it  is  a  remarkable  fact, 
that,  in  the  whole  scope  of  country  from  Mary- 
land to  New  Hampshire,  a  solitary  petition,  me- 
morial, or  remonstrance  of  farmers,  has  not  been 
offered  in  opposition  to  the  proposed  tariff.  Those 
which  have  been  presented  are  from  parts  of  the 
country  where  manufactures  never  were  in  opera- 
tion, and  where  no  correct  opinion  could  be  formed 
of  their  effects.  So  far,  then,  as  respects  farmers, 
this  is  the  result ;  when  their  opinion  has  been 
founded  in  fact,  it  is  favorable  to  manufactures; 
when  from  theory  only,  it  is  unfavorable.  There 
are  memorials,  it  is  true,  from  another  class,  who, 
in  the  name  and  for  the  protection  of  the  farmers, 
decry  the  ruinous  effects  of  this  measure  on  agri- 
culture. It  is  not  yet  known  that  farmers  have 
not  discernment  to  know,  and  spirit  to  complain 
of  their  grievances;  they  have  shown  it,  and 
asked  for  a  measure  like  this.  When  as  numer- 
ous petitions  from  them  (not  from  others  in  their 
name)  shall  ask  for  its  rejection,  then,  petitions 
being  balanced,  the  question  may  bt^  settled  by 
general  principles  of  policy- 

The  war  duties  forced  no  man  Irora  his  employ- 
ment, but  gave  him  security  in  its  pursuit,  opened 
new  sources,  gave  the  means  of  selecting  the 
most  profitable,  most  suited  to  inclination,  habit, 
and  capacity.  The  war  built  up  establishments 
which  were  rapidly  developing  the  resources  and 
employing  all  the  industry  of  the  nation.  The 
peace,  and  the  repeal  of  the  war  duties,  prostrated 
those  establishments,  and  forced  the  mechanic,  the 
artisan,  from  an  occupation  to  which  he  was  led 
by  education,  habit,  and  interest,  and  in  which  he 
felt  his  best  security  to  be  the  policy  of  the  Grov- 
ernment coinciding  with  the  general  interest  of 
the  people.  If  complaints  of  forcing  from  profit- 
able to  ruinous  occupations  are  just  from  any  one 
class,  they  must  come  from  those  who  are  practi- 
cally and  virtually  forced  by  the  polic/  of  the 
Government  to  abandon  their  trade  and  occupa- 
tion. Give  a  mechanic  appropriate  employment, 
he  acquires  wealth  for  himself,  and  adds  to  the 
interest  of  others  ;  drive  him  to  the  soil  for  sup- 
port, he  makes  a  bad  farmer  :  he  may  raise  enough 
to  feed,  but  cannot  clothe  his  family.  If  any  of 
us  have  seen  the  instances  in  actual  life  of  me- 
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chanics  forced,  from  the  want  of  employment,  to 
turn  farmers,  and  been  enabled  to  compare  their 
relative  situations  in  both  occupations,  we  can 
duly  estimate  the  consequences. 

If  farmers  can  be  considered  as  a  distinct  class 
of  society,  and  their  intereht  separated  from  the 
rest  of  the  nation,  it  is  very  certain  that  it  cannot 
be  promoted  by  increasing  the  number  of  those 
who  engage  in  its  pursuits  ;  it  increases  the  com- 
petition, and  diminishes  the  profits  of  the  produc- 
tions. To  the  nation,  it  is  not  so  important  that 
their  pursuits  should  be  productive  of^  amount  as 
value,  extensive  as  profitable.  The  great  object 
is  to  afibrd  a  market,  and  give  a  value  to  what  is 
raised.  We  abound  in  provisions  and  raw  mate- 
rials ;  more  is  now  produced  than  can  be  con- 
sumed or  sold  ;  to  increase  the  quantity  is  only  a 
loss  to  the  raiser ;  it  can  give  no  new  value  to  what 
he  now  has,  or  what  he  may  acquire;  it  can  give 
him  no  profit.  To  the  Government  it  can  give 
no  revenue,  for  it  does  not  increase  his  means  of 
consuming  articles  of  foreign  production ;  and  from 
no  other  source  of  taxation  does  it  leave  a  surplus 
that  can  be  spared  from  the  wants  of  the  farmer 
to  the  calls  of  the  Treasury.  Who,  then,  can  be 
interested  in  the  mere  increase  of  agricultural  pro- 
ducts, which  want  a  market  abroad  and  value  at 
home  ?  The  definition  and  application  to  agri- 
culture of  the  terms  coercion,  restriction,  and  forcing 
of  occnpatioinf,  is  now  practically  understood  by  all 
those  who  will  look  to  the  state  of  the  country. 
Where  there  is  no  prohibition,  duty,  or  bounty 
on  imports  or  exports,  shipping  or  tonnage — occu- 
pations, trade,  and  commerce  are  free.  Whether 
these  clogs  are  imposed  by  our  own  or  a  foreign 
Government,  is  immaterial ;  so  far  as  they  extend, 
they  prevent  the  people  from  the  perfect  freedom 
of  choice  of  occupation,  employment,  and  produc- 
tion ;  and  that  freedom  can  only  be  restored  by 
the  removal  of  these  clogs.  Whether  the  charac- 
ter of  the  proposed  bill  has  been  fairly  judged  of, 
will  become  apparent.  The  clogs  on  our  agricul- 
tural products  are  not  on  their  export ;  there  is 
perfect  freedom  in  raising  and  shipping  them,  but 
the  corn  laws  of  England,  France,  and  Spain,  pre- 
yent  their  consumption  :.  when  they  reach  their 
shores,  free  trade  ends.  The  worst  effect  of  do- 
mestic coercion  would  be  to  prevent  their  produc- 
tion or  exportation  ;  foreign  coercion  becomes  as 
effectual  when  it  accomplishes  the  same  object,  by 
rendering  production  and  exportation  unavailing; 
the  privilege  of  raising  is  a  useless  one,  when  there 
is  a  prohibition  to  sell  or  to  use.  It  cannot  be  less 
grating  to  national  feeling  that  it  is  the  act  of  a 
foreign  Government.  The  duty  of  forty  cents  a 
pound  on  out*  dressed  flax  is  no  less  a  prohibition 
to  our  farmer  to  raise  any  more  than  suffices  for 
his  wants  than  if  a  positive  law  forbade  it;  the 
bounty  on  linen  is  as  effectual  a  check  on  the 
making  of  it  here  as  a  domestic  excise.  The  oper- 
ation of  a  foreign  system,  which  excludes  our  pro- 
ductions and  forces  theirs  on  us,  is  the  practical 
restraint  on  agriculture,  the  essence  of  a  system  of 
restriction  under  which  the  whole  country  now 
labors ;  which,  when  imposed  by  a  foreign  Grov- 
ernment, seems  to  be  more  admired  than  dreaded 


by  those  who,  speaking  in  the  name,  assume  the 
protection  of  farmers.  Every  farm  in  this  nation 
will  produce  flax,  yet  we  do  not  export  a  pound ; 
foreign  Grovernments  refuse  it  a  market.  We  do 
not  make  our  own  linen;  they  give  a  bounty  on 
theirs,  to  prevent  us  from  making  it.  They  thus, 
by  legislation,  force  us  from  the  market,  acquire 
its  command ;  the  farmer  is  prevented  from  raising 
flax,  and,  forced  to  another  product,  he  tries  woof, 
hemp,  breadstufls;  they  are  also  excluded;  he  is 
not  left  free  to  sell  to  the  people  of  England,  or 
they  to  buy  what  they  want.  He  is  virtually  bound 
to  raise  only  what  their  Government  will  permit 
him  to  dispose  of;  his  freedom  of  occupation  is 
gone ;  it  is  controlled  by  a  foreign  Power ;  directed 
by  their  policy,  he  is  driven  to  the  pursuit  which 
best  meets  their  views,  and  most  promotes  the  in- 
terests of  its  subjects.  The  coercion  rests  not  here ; 
it  not  only  forces  ours  out,  but  thrusts  their  pro- 
ductions in,  and  the  domestic  market  is  thus  taken 
from  the  farmer.  When  national  policy  and  in- 
dividual association  combine  to  prevent  our  man- 
ufacturers from  affording  the  home  market  to  the 
farmer,  and  succeed  in  the  olyect,  coercion  be- 
comes complete.  How  far  the  Middle  and  West- 
ern States  are  now  from  suffering  under  the  full 
scope  of  a  foreign  restrictive  policy,  the  condition 
of  the  farmers  will  best  testify.  If  the  North  is 
saved,  it  is  by  manufactures;  if  the  South  is  yet 
free,  it  is  because  the  great  manufacturing  nations 
find  it  their  interest,  and  not  against  their  policy, 
to  permit  the  consumption  of  their  staples.  It 
would,  perhaps,  not  be  a  useless  inquiry  to  ask 
whether  their  demand  and  price  are  increasing? 
The  state  of  the  country  fully  justifies  this  remark : 
foreign  policy  has  forced  from  employment  our 
agriculture,  manufactures,  and  commerce;  each 
interest  is  low,  each  complaining;  with  the  infi- 
nite capacity  to  produce,  fabricate,  and  distribute, 
the  power  has  become  useless,  without  the  means 
of  using  it ;  our  industry  has  become  paralyzed  by 
the  employment  of  foreign,  which  has  been  forced 
on  us  by  a  persevering,  unyielding  course  of  legis- 
lation bv  other  nations.  Now,  when  our  citizens 
ask  of  their  own  representatives  to  counteract  for- 
eign laws,  systems,  and  combinations,  and,  if  not 
to  retaliate,  at  least  to  compel  them  to  restore  to 
us  a  freedom  they  have  taken  away  or  destroyed — 
the  freedom  of  production  and  exchange — that,  if 
the  monopoly  of  our  market  is  to  be  given  by  le- 
gislation, it  shall  be  such  as  flows  from  a  convic- 
tion of  its  tendency  to  promote  our  interest,  and, 
enacted  by  our  representatives,  not  such  as  it  may 
please  a  foreign  legislator  or  monarch  to  prescribe 
to  us;  how  far  the  increased  duties  proposed  will 
tend  to  more  or  less  balance  the  foreign  coercion 
which  now  bears  grievously  on  all  the  country ; 
how  far  it  is  defensive  or  offensive ;  how  far  it  ac- 
cords with  or  contradicts  the  policy  which  this 
Government  has  adopted  in  relation  to  other  in- 
terests, the  House  must  determine. 

There  is  no  portion  of  the  community  more 
injuriously  affected  by  changes  in  the  policy  of  a 
country  than  the  farmers ;  none  have  suffered 
more  seriously  by  the  repeal  of  the  duties  imposed 
during  the  war ;  none  felt  more  practically  the 
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dependence  on  a  foreign  market  for  their  means 
of  exchange.  While  they  were  at  his  door,  the 
price  of  goods  did  not  anect  him ;  produce  and 
goods  rose  together ;  the  same  quantity  of  one 
would  still  buy  the  same  amount  of  the  other. 
Now  the  scene  is  changed ;  goods  remain  at  the 
old  prices,  but  it  takes  three  or  four  times  the 
quantity  of  produce  to  purchase  the  same  amount. 
It  is  often  mentioned,  as  a  symptom  of  better  times, 
"  goods  are  looking  up."  This  may  be,  by  some, 
deemed  an  indication  of  returning  prosperity  ;  but, 
however  it  may  be  to  others,  to  the  farmer  it  is 
ominous  of  despair ;  his  produce  is  looking  down. 
When  goods  look  one  way,  and  grain  another,  the 
farmer  must  look  to  some  new  mode  of  turning 
his  grain  into  something  which  will  produce  him 
his  necessaries.  While  every  change  depresses 
domestic,  and  swells  the  price  of  foreign  products, 
he  feels  coercion,  and  what  it  is  to  be  forced,  not 
from  his  occupation,  but  from  all  the  comforts  it 
once  produced  nira.  Till  goods  fall  as  much  as 
grain,  or  grain  rises  to  the  price  of  goods,  the  far- 
mer pays  two  or  three  hundred  per  cent,  more  for 
them,  tnough  they  may  be  quoted  at  the  old  nom- 
inal rates.  He  who,  in  other  times,  could  pay  for 
his  iron  by  produce,  or  the  use  of  his  teams  when 
their  labor  wa.s  not  required  on  his  farm,  can  now 
estimate  the  difference  between  buying  at  the 
forge  or  at  the  store.  When  iron  was  at  a  duty 
of  32A  per  cent,  personal  observation  did  not  cause 
the  oDjection  that  it  forced  the  farmer  from  his 
occupation,  or  made  it  less  profitable ;  when,  by 
the  existing  tariff,  it  was  reduced  from  30  per 
cent,  to  S9  per  ton,  it  neither  gave  new  employ- 
ment nor  increased  profits  to  agriculture.  In  ex- 
tending the  observation  to  all  other  articles  of 
which  our  country  furnishes  the  raw  material,  or 
which,  when  made  at  home,  could  be  paid  for  in 
provisions,  it  is  thought  to  be  fully  justified  by  the 
melancholy  experience  of  the  last  four  years.  It 
has  pointed  out  to  the  farmer  in  what  true  econ- 
omy consists ;  it  has  taught  him  what  is  cheap 
and  what  is  dear  ;  the  difference  between  having 
his  market  at  his  door,  or  transferred  to  a  foreign 
country.  The  books  of  the  merchants,  the  docTc- 
ets  of  justices  and  courts,  tell  a  story  that  all  can 
understand.  It  was  not  so  when  manufactures 
flourished  ;  it  cannot  continue  so  when  they  re- 
vive. The  farmer  will  be  the  first  to  profit  by  the 
change ;  his  is  the  first  interest  that  should  excite 
our  attention ;  though  we  may  not  legislate  him 
into  wealth,  we  may  save  him  from  the  danger 
which  hangs  over  him.  While  we  refuse  to  coun- 
teract the  coercion  of  foreign  legislation,  we  do 
not  make  his  occupation  free  by  removing  foreign 
restraints  on  his  markets,  or  give  him  an  equiva- 
lent by  securing  him  a  new  one.  It  is  said,  this 
new  market  cannot  be  afforded  ;  that  the  farmer 
now  feeds  all  our  population,  and  can  feed  no 
more  in  any  event.  If  this  remark  were  true  to 
its  full  extent,  it  could  only  apply  to  provisions. 
The  production  of  raw  materials,  which  have 
now  no  value;  the  extraction  of  ores  and  minerals 
from  the  earth,  which  now  will  not  pay  the  ex- 
pense ;  the  supply  of  fuel,  which  is  now  useless  ; 
*he  increased  oemand  for  potash  and  dye-stuffs. 


for  the  various  small  items  of  the  produce  of  a 
farm,  which,  though  not  necessaries,  are  comfort.«», 
and  may  add  very  importantly  to  the  farmer's 
market,  as  the  same  population  has  greater  means 
of  payment — all  tend  to  enlarge  his  means  of  ex- 
change, his  sources  of  occupation.  The  mere 
necessaries  of  life  are  few  in  number  and  low  in 
value  ;  their  production  is  not  the  most  profitable 
employment  of  agriculture;  it  is,  perhaps,  the 
most  expensive.  The  garden,  the  orchard,  the 
dairy  and  poultry  yard,  the  sty  and  the  stall,  are 
matters  of  no  little  importance ;  they  afford  more 
profit  and  require  less  labor  than  the  grain  field. 
The  market  for  their  production  depends  not  on 
the  mere  amount  of  population,  but  the  means  of 
that  population  to  extend  their  purchases  beyond 
necessaries  to  comforts  and  luxuries.  The  sup- 
ply of  these  is  the  farmer's  profit ;  the  raising  of 
them  employs  the  labor  and  attention  of  cnil- 
dren,  (who  are  of  no  use  in  a  field,)  by  occu- 
pations in  which  are  combined  health,  pleasure, 
economy,  and  iiidustry.  If  foreign  bounties  and 
duties  were  removed  or  counteracted,  the  cul- 
ture of  flax,  hemp,  and  wool,  would  be  no  less  hon- 
orable or  useful  pursuits  of  agriculture  than  grain; 
and  there  is  one  raw  material  for  the  culture  of 
which  this  country  is  well  adapted,  in  which  is 
only  required  the  attention  of  children  to  enable 
insects  to  labor  for  the  emolument  of  the  farmer, 
raw  silk.  These  are  all  new  sources  of  wealth, 
by  the  establishment  of  manufactures,  though  the 
population  is  the  same.  There  is  another:  the 
mechanics,  who  are,  for  want  of  employment,  now 
compelled  to  procure  a  scanty  subsistence  by  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil,  without  means  to  purchase, 
or  stock,  or  knowledge  to  cultivate  a  farm;  who 
add  nothing  to  their  own  or  the  wealth  of  society, 
who  have  nothing  to  spare  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment ;  forming  no  part  of  the  solid  yeomanry 
of  the  country,  who,  identified  with  it.5  soil  and 
strength,  may  be  truly  called  "  the  salt  of  the 
earth ;"  but  a  miserable  tenantry  or  mere  occu- 
pants, who,  having  been  forced  by  foreign  |>olicy 
from  the  occupations  for  which  they  are  fitted,  are 
now  only  waiting  for  some  act  oi  this  Crovern- 
ment  which  will  enable  them  to  resume  them — 
the  number  of  these  is  not  small,  and  each  one  of 
these  and  their  families  will  become  new  custom- 
ers to  the  farmers.  Foreign  artisans  must  not  be 
overlooked :  foreign  capital  will  flow  to  us  in  no 
small  current ;  foreign  owners  and  foreign  arti- 
sans, who  are  now  waiting  to  see  in  our  legisla- 
tion some  assurance  of  permanent  policy.  They 
are  a  valuable,  useful  class  of  citizens  abroad,  and, 
so  far  as  our  observation  extends,  we  should  do 
them  injustice  in  withholding  the  expression  of  our 
opinion  that  they  are  distinguished  for  their  public 
spirit,  their  good  conduct,  and  devotion  to  the  true 
interests  of  their  adopted  country. 

There  is  one  other  aid  to  agriculture  which 
must  be  admitted  to  be  a  natural  consequence  of 
the  establishment  of  domestic  manufactures. — 
Whatever  the  market  of  the  farmer  may  be,  it 
will  be  permanent ;  co-extensive  with  the  con- 
sumption of  the  country,  it  will  expand  with  its 
increase.     He  will  know  to  what  objects  to  apply 
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his  labor  and  skill ;  the  demand  will  be  steady ;  I 
he  can  vary  his  culture  to  meet  the  varying  wants 
of  society;  he  will  look  alone  to  his  own  Govern-  ! 
raent,  to  his  own  Representatives,  for  the  rules  of' 
I>olicy  which  may  have  a  bearing  on  his  occupa- ' 
tions;  which  can  be  aflected  only  by  those  who  ! 
are  united  alike  with  him  in  their  devotion  to  the  j 
common  interest  of  ilieir  own  common  country;! 
whose  pursuits  will  intermingle  with  his,  forming  I 
the  common  mass  of  national  industry,  from  I 
which  no  just  Government  can  withhold  its  pro- 1 
tection.  | 

With  the  notice  of  one  other  objection  the  com-  | 
millee  will  close  their  remarks,  with  not  less  relief ; 
to  themselves  than  to  the  House. 

If  manufactures  will  produce  these  effects,  why 
are  they  not  established  ?     If  the  foreign  article 
can  be  undersold,  whv  is  it  not  done  without  the 
aid  of  legislation  ?  We  answer,  because  the  effects 
of  foreign  legislation  cannot  be  removed  by  indi- 
vidual exertion  or  enterprise.     Whatever  may  be 
done  here  by  our  citizens  to  acquire  the  command 
of  our  consumption   is  equalled   by  foreign  indi- 
viduals to  retain  it;   each  feel    the   advantages, 
know  the  profits,  and  make  equal  exertions.     The 
superior  numbers  and  greater  wealth  of  foreign 
capitalists  are,  of  themselves,  formidable  obsta- 
cles; but,  when  backed  by  the  policy  and  wealth  I 
of  a  nation,  by  their  laws  and  systems,  the  compe-  I 
tition  becomes  unequal.     To  restore  the  balance,  ' 
to  make  the  competition  a  fair  one  between  indi- 1 
viduals,  the  weight  of  one  Government  must  be  I 
taken  from  the  one  scale,  or  balanced  by  the  same  ' 
weight  of  another  Government  in  the  other.     We  i 
might  here  a.sk,  if  this  would   insure  the  desired 
protection,  why  withhold  it  ? 

When  business  has  for  years  taken  an  estab- 
lished course,  it  is  no  easy  matter  to  divert  it. 
The  progress  of  our  manufactures  was  slow  till 
the  late  war.  The  consequent  diminution  of,  im- 
ports, and  the  duplication  of  llie  permanent  duties, 
gave  them  a  powerful  impulse ;  they  were  rapidly 
advancing  to  meet  the  full  demands  of  consumers. 
The  revulsion  caused  by  the  present  modification 
of  the  tariff  has  been  in  force  ever  since.  If  it  has 
been  beneficial  to  the  country,  then  let  it  continue ; 
but  if  injurious,  let  it  be  stopped  ;  legislation  caused, 
and  alone  can  cure  it.  Ttie  war  duties  were  not 
imposed  for  the  protection  of  manufactures,  and 
repealed  when  the  object  was  found  unattainable 
or  prejudical.  They  were  imposed  for  the  reve- 
nue— the  object  was  effected  ;  they  protected  man- 
ufactures— the  country  prospered ;  an  excise  was 
built  on  manufactures — the  support  was  mutual. 
The  Government  wanted  revenue,  and  obtained 
it;  It  now  wants  it^  and,  the  same  means  in  their 
power  ;  why,  then,  not  resort  to  them— if  for  no 
other,  at  least  the  same  reasons  as  before?  It 
ought  not  to  make  revenue  the  less  acceptable  be- 
cause It  encourages  domestic  industry. 

If  the  enterprise  and  capital  of  individuals  were 
competent  to  the  object,  it  must  be  the  work  of 
time;  before  it  arrives,  the  public  resources  will 
require  new  means  of  supply  ;  it  then  becomes  the 
duty  of  Congress  to  hasten  the  time,  and  this  for 
its  own  protection  and  support  But,  if  it  should 
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be  true  that,  in  the  present  state  of  the  world,  no 
new  manufactory  can   be  successfully  established 
without  legislative  aid,  (that  it  is  true,  is  proved 
by  the  experience  of  all  manufacturing  nations, 
confirmed  by  our  own,  and  it  has  by  one  of  our 
greatest  statesmen  been  declared  to  be  a  maxim  of 
I  universal  application,)  the  fact  once  established, 
it  would  be  in  other  subjects  deemed  superfluous 
to  assign  the  reasons,  (for  the  want  of  reason  can- 
not do  away  facts;)  but  it  being  required  on  this 
subject  that  no  proposition  can  be  made  out  from 
fact  and  experience  alone,  it  is  better  to  meet  than 
evade  the  requisition.     A  most  obvious  reason  oc- 
curs at  once,  that  a  new  manufacture  can  only 
attain  success  by  excluding  an  old  one,  which  is 
in  possession  of  the  market;  without  the  aid  of  a 
law  on  either  side,  or  the  competition  of  any  cap- 
ital, except  of  the  individuals  who  are  struggling 
for  the  market,  the  one  who  can  make  it  the  in- 
terest of  the  consumer  to  purchase  from  hixn  must 
prevail,  if  the  capital  of  both  is  equal ;  if  it  is  un- 
equal, the  greatest  will  eventually  prevail.     The 
competition  is  not  for  the  momentary,  but  the  per- 
manent command  of  the  market ;  the  losses,  during 
the  temporary  contest,  will  be  refunded  by  the  fu- 
ture profits  when  the  market  is  secured.    Who  then 
can  hold  out  the  longest  becomes  the  question.  This 
is  at  once  settled,  when  a  Government  bounty 
comes  in  aid  of  the  one  set.  An  excise  drawback,  or 
a  custom  bounty,  is  a  contribution  from  the  public 
funds  in  aid  of  individual  enterprise  to  acquire  or 
retain   the  supply  of  a  foreign  market;   it  is  not 
merely  an  addition  to  the  capital  of  t.ie  individual, 
but  a  gratuitous  donation   to  him.     Competition 
must  cease  between  them,  unless  one  individual 
has  funds  equal  not  only  to  the  other,  but  to  his 
Grovernraent  likewise.     Hence,  no  new  establish- 
ment, which  diverts  employment  from  an  old  one. 
can,  under  such  circumstances,  succeed.     It  will 
be  an  ungenerous  objection   to  say  that  our  Gov- 
ernment IS  not  bound  to  furnish  capital  to  manu- 
facturers ;  that  is  not  asked  or  expected.     But,  it 
is  understood    that,  in  answering   the  objection 
now  under  consideration,  it  is  taken  for  granted 
that  manufactures,  once  established,  are  of  advan- 
tage to  the  country  at  large  ;  and  that  the  question 
is,  whether  Government  should   interfere  to  aid 
them  in  their  infancy,  or  whether  such  interfer- 
ence is  necessary  ?     If  this  question  be  answered 
yes,  then  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  not  be  contend- 
ed that  it  is  generous  or  just  to  withhold  that  inter- 
ference on  account  of  the  capital  of  the  persons 
concerned  ;   that  moderate  capital,  skill,  industry, 
and  enterprise,    must  be   suffered  to    sink  under 
the  foreign  action  brought  to  bear  upon  it ;  noth- 
ing be  thought  worthy  of  legislative  aid  but  im- 
mense capitals,  which  require  less  in  proportion 
to  their  amount.     While  on  this  subject,  it  would 
be  proper  to  remark,  that,  before  this  objection 
should  have  any  influence  on  us,  some  standard 
should  be  fixed,  some  sum  named   by  law,  which 
should    be   deemed   a.«:   bringing    the  proprietors 
within  the  policy  of  protection.     Manufacturers 
would  then  know  that  if  they  invested  to  that 
amount,  they  could  compete  with  the  foreigner. 
It  b  not  so  important  what  sum  should  be  named 
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as  that  some  should  be  fixed  upon  ;  it  is  believed 
that  a  Republican  Legislature  would  not  require 
an  amount  beyond  the  means  of  their  contsitu- 
ents  to  procure.  If  it  was  more  consistent  with 
theirs,  and  the  principles  and  practice  of  the  j 
Government,  to  graduate  the  protection  in  the  | 
ratio  of  the  wealth  of  those  who  asked  it,  that  ; 
would  be  more  just  than  to  refuse  it  wholly  to  the  ■ 
middling  class.  If  the  nation  at  large  will  be  i 
benefited  by  protection  to  manufacturers,  it  is  no  | 
answer  to  say  their  capital  is  not  sufficient.  We  j 
must  say  what  is  sufficient ;  till  that  is  done,  the  j 
answer  will  not  be  accepted,  for  it  affords  no  rule,  no  ; 
security;  it  means  any  thing,  nothing;  it  becomes  j 
mockery.  If  manufactures  are  a  national  interest,  i 
and  justify  protection,  there  cannot  be  a  better  rule,  i 
more  equal  and  fair,  than  to  require,  as  a  prelimi-  j 
nary  to  protection,  the  investment  of  the  same  I 
amount  of  capital  as  by  our  uniform  legislation  j 
for  thirty  years  has  been  required  of  another  co-  i 
ordinate  interest — commerce.  Equal  justice  to  all  | 
makes  it  our  duty  to  make  the  comparison ;  it  is  | 
done  with  no  unfriendly  or  invidious  feeling,  but  I 
merely  to  remind  the  House  that  want  of  capital  j 
has  never  excluded  the  merchant  from  the  pale  of  < 
protection;  if  he  had  enough  to  commence  his, 
operations,  those  operations  have  been  protected  ; 
from  foreign  aggression.  It  is  believed  that  the  j 
capital  invested  in  manufactures  has  been  equal  ' 
to  the  investments  in  commercial  pursuits,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  amount  of  business  done,  and,  in- 
cluding the  credits  at  the  custom-house,  that  com- 
merce has  been  conducted  more  on  credit  than 
manufactures. 

A  linen  or  glass  manufactory  is  about  to  be  j 
established  in  our  country;  there  is  capital  to  orect , 
the  buildings,  purchase  the  machinery,  and  stock  i 
to  commence  ;  the  proprietors  meet  at  cr>ce  com-  I 
petition  from  the  following  sources :  foreign  man-  ' 
ufacturers,  foreign  exporters,  American  importers,  ' 
American  retailers,  and  a  foreign  Government. 
The  American   manufacturer  stands  alone ;  he  , 
asks  for  a  fair  chance,  fair  play.     Willing  to  take  : 
a  contest  against  equal  force,  but  unable  to  con- 
tend against  numbers,  wealth,  and  power,  he  calls 
on  his  Grovernment  to  equalize  the  competition  ;  ; 
to  make  it  individual ;  to  impose  on  the  importa- ; 
tion  a  duty  equal  to  the  premium  which  the  for-  [ 
eign  exporter  receives  from  his  Government,  for  j 
the  express  purpose  of  breaking  down  the  compe-  | 
tition.     A  custom  bounty,  or  excise  drawback,  is  i 
not  to  give  the  command  of  the  home  consump- 
tion ;  that  is  done  by  prohibition  and  duty ;  it  is  to 
prevent  us  from  using  our  raw  materials ;  to  com- 
pel us  to  use  theirs ;  to  employ  their  labor,  and  give 
a  value  to  their  industry.  The  American  manufac- 
turer is  the  only  person  who  can  obstruct  their  pol- 
icy; if  he  can  be  broken  down,  the  American  peo- 
ple must  depend  on  England  for  a  market  as  well 
as  for  the  articles  of  their  consumption.     It  would 
not  be  unrea>onable  to  call  on  this  Government  to 
give  them  duties  beyond  the  bounty.  If  the  duty  is 
twenty-five,  and  the  bounty  twenty-five,  there  is 
no   protection   except  of   a   negative  kind ;    the 
bountr  w^eived  from  one  Government  equals  the 
duty  narpiied  by  the  other ;  yet  even  this  meets 


with  objections  ;  it  is  called  a  restrictive  system. 
In  the  case  of  glass,  the  oppression  on  our  manu- 
facturer is  still  greater ;  the  custom  bounty,  or  ex- 
cise drawback,  is  equal  to  twenty-eight  cents  a 
pound ;  yet  the  proposed  import  duly  of  ten  cents 
a  pound  has  not — except  in  one  memorial,  (Rich- 
mond)  to    the  liberal   principles   of   which   the 
committee  must  again  give  their  approbation — 
been  excepted  from  the  general  and  heavy  charges 
made  against  the  new  tariff.   Unless  manufactures 
are  to  be  prascribed  ;  if  those  engaged  in  their 
pursuits,  and  to  whose  benefit  they  tend,  are  to  be 
thus  abandoned  ;  if  the  unequal,  and  (in  part)  un- 
natural, anti-national  pressure  under  which  they 
labor  is  to  be  increased  by  a  foreign  Government, 
and  ours  stands  neutral — it  may  be  asked,  for  what 
Government  is  instituted  ?     Where  are  the  bene- 
fits imparted  ?     The  farmer  has  the  raw  material, 
the  artisan  the  capital  and  skill ;  but  they  cannot 
use  it.     If  on  the  faith  of  a  revenue  system  the 
capital  is  invested,  the  labor  of  years  is  lost  by  a 
reduction  of  duties  below  the  amount  of  foreign 
bounties  and  drawbacks.     It  is  not  the  manufac- 
turers alone  who  suffer  ;  they  alone,  it  must  be  re- 
membered, are  the  class  of  men  who  can  ever  in- 
terpose between  the  importer  and  consumer;  put 
them  down,  the  agriculture  of  the  country  is  com- 
pletely dependent  on  foreign   Powers.     Such  is 
our  present  situation ;  the  people  of  this  nation 
cannot  believe  it  is  their  interest  to  remain  so  ; 
they  support  the  Government,  and  ask  protection. 
The  committee  think  it  their  duty  not  to  withhold 
it,  and  to  afford  it  to  such  extent  as  will  give  a 
fair  opportunity  of  bringing  into  active  and  uselul 
operation  all  the  re>ourcesof  the  country  ;  to  give 
a  market  and  a  value  to  all  the  product>  of  our 
soil;  to  counteract  foreign  legislation,  so  far  as  it 
bears  on  the  industry  of  our  own  peoj>le,  by  direct- 
ing it>  pursuits  and  occupations  to  subserve  the 
policy  and  interest  of  other  nations. 

If  It  should  be  remarked  that  the  proposed  bill 
falls  short  of  the  principles  on  which  it  is  founded, 
it  must  not  be  alleged  as  evidence  of  a  want  of 
confidence  in  their  correctness,  hut  of  the  defer- 
ence which  IS  felt  and  paid  to  tJje  opinions  of  those 
who  differ  from  us  in  their  views,  e(iually  consci- 
entious with  ourselves;  it  was  due  to  all  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House  to  convince  them  that  our  con- 
victions are  so  decided  and  deliberate  that  we 
would  be  content  for  the  present  to  iay  a  proper 
foundation,  leaving  it  to  experience  to  direct  what 
should  be  built  upon  it ;  if  insecure,  the  more 
easily  removed  ;  if  the  substantial  ba>is  of  nation- 
al industry,  the  easier  to  finish  the  structure. 

[The  tabular  statements  accompanying  the  re- 
port, bein?  of  great  volume,  are  neeessarilv  omit- 
ted.) 


Documents  accompanying  the  Report. 

To  the  honorMe  the  Se^uafe  and  Uou^tt  of  /itjtrfgenfa- 

tives  of  tfw  UnUfd  Sfates  : 

The  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
the  city  of  New  York  respectfully  shows :  That 
your  memorialists  view  with  much  alarm  the  re- 
newal of  an  attempt  to  repeal  the  acts  making  di.'*- 
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crimination  between  American  and  foreign  duties 
on  imports  and  tonnage,  and  pray  leave  to  submit 
to  the  consideration  ot  Congress  the  following  ob- 
jections :  First.  It  will  diminish  the  revenue  to  an 
amount  which,  taking  past  years  as  the  guide, 
would  not  be  less  than  S450,IXK)  per  annum.  Sec- 
ontily.  It  will  essentially  injure  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States,  as  its  effects  will  be,  by  opening 
the  market  for  freight  to  the  lowest  bidder,  to  shift 
the  carrying  trade  from  the  hands  of  our  own  mer- 
chants into  those  of  foreigners.  This,  your  me- 
morialists believe,  will  appear  from  the  following 
considerations:  First.  Foreigners  build  their  ves- 
J«els  niuch  cheaper  than  we  do.  From  actual  cal- 
culation, it  is  found  that  a  vessel  built  of  European 
oak,  and  equal  to  those  built  of  live  oak,  (which, 
besides,  is  nearly  exhausted,)  costs,  when  equipped 
for  sea,  at  the  rate  of  $36^  per  ton  ;  and,  if  built 
in  Finland,  of  their  fir,  of  which  they  have  abun- 
dance, equal  in  duration  to  our  comtnon  oak,  and 
fitted  for  sea  m  the  same  manner,  she  will  cost  at 
the  rate  of  $19  per  ton  ;  while  the  American  ves- 
sel, built  of  our  common  oak,  and  not  so  well 
equipped,  will  cost  at  the  rate  of  from  $40  to  $45 
per  ton  ;  but  built  of  live  oak  and  cedar,  she  will 
cost  at  the  rate  of  from  $50  to  $55  per  ton. 

Secondly.  The  materials  composing  equipment, 
such  as  iron,  hemp,  sailcloth,  &c.,  are  all  cheaper 
abroad  than  they  are  here,  and  the  price  of  labor 
for  working  them  is  supposed  to  be  fifty  per  cent, 
less  there  than  in  the  United  States. 

Thirdly.  Foreigners  navigate  cheaper,  .seamen's 
wages  are  lower,  and  many  of  their  crews  consist 
of  apprentices  without  wages.  The  apprentice 
act  of  Great  Britain  renders  it  incumbent  on  every 
owner  or  master  of  a  vessel  to  take  with  him  a 
cerUin  number  of  apprentices;  and  this  they  find 
so  advantageous  that  they  frequently  double  or 
treble  that  number,  more  especially  vessels  from 
the  North  of  Ringland.  Every  merchant  engaged 
in  commerce  knows  that  the  Hollanders,  Ham- 
bur^hers,  Danes,  Swedes,  &c.  man  their  vessels 
with  a  still  greater  proportion  of  apprentices ;  and 
in  the  cheapness  of  their  living,  clothing,  &c.  they 
have  a  very  material  advantage  over  the  vessels  of 
the  United  States. 

Thus  it  appears  that  foreigners  can  build  cheaper, 
equip  cheaper,  and  sail  their  vessels  cheaper,  than 
we  can;  and  it  may  be  added,  that  Europeans  are 
generally  satisfied  with  a  less  gain  than  the  Amer- 
ican merchant  can  afford  to  receive. 

Lastly.  Although  it  has  been  .said  that  for  us  to 
meet  the  advance  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  and 
to  repeal  our  countervailing  acts,  would  place  the 
two  nations  on  an  equal  footing,  yet  your  memo- 
rialists conceive  that,  while  Great  Britain  retains 
her  present  navigation  act,  this  would  be  very 
wide  of  the  truth.  We,  on  our  part,  should  thus 
permit  Great  Britain  to  bring  hither  not  only  goods 
the  growth  or  manufacture  of  that  country,  but  of 
all  others ;  while,  on  her  part,  by  the  navigation 
act  we  have  just  referred  to,  we  shall  be  expressly 
confined  to  the  carriage  of  goods  the  growth  or 
manufacture  of  the  United  States.  To  this  may 
be  added,  that  British  vessels  would  then  bring  a 
cargo  from  their  own  country  to  this,  take  a  freight 


here  to  their  colonies  where  our  vessels  are  not 
admitted,  and  from  thence  a  third  freight  home : 
making  thus  three  freights  in  one  voyage.  The 
value  of  the  importation  cargoes  is  so  much  greater 
than  the  value  of  our  exportation  dutiable  cargoes, 
that  the  extra  duties  paid  by  the  foreigner  are  in 
many  cases  equal,  and  in  some  cases  more  than 
equal  to  the  whole  freight ;  so  that  the  acts  which 
are  now  proposed  to  be  abolished  operat«  nearly 
as  a  prohibition  to  the  foreigner,  and  leave  us,  in 
a  measure,  without  competitors  in  our  own  mar- 
kets. After  all  that  has  been  said,  it  hardly  needs 
to  be  added,  that  if  our  ports  are  thrown  open  to 
foreign  on  the  same  terms  with  our  own  vessels, 
as  by  this  repeal  is  contemplated,  (for  it  is  in  vain 
to  attempt  to  confine  the  measure  to  the  British,) 
they  will  crowd  our  wharves,  underbid  our  freight, 
monopolize  the  markets,  and  leave  American  ves- 
sels idly  to  rot  in  our  docks.  Your  memorialists 
have  therefore  no  hesitation  in  declaring  that,  in 
their  opinion,  this  measure  will  be  a  fatal  blow  to 
the  American  carrying  trade.  It  would  be  easy 
to  show,  in  detail,  that  this  would,  in  its  conse- 
quences, prove  extremely  injurious  to  the  agricul- 
tural and  the  mechanical  classes  of  our  citizens ; 
a  few  general  observations  only  will  be  indulged. 
First.  As  to  the  agricultural.  Although,  gen- 
erally speaking,  freight  is  paid  by  the  consumer, 
and  therefore  it  may  be  said  it  is  immaterial  to  the 
farmer  how  high  or  low  it  may  be,  yet  this  is  not 
the  case  when  the  demand  ceases  or  slackens ;  it 
then  falls  back  on  the  husbandman.  But  to  traas- 
fer  our  carrying  trade  to  foreigners  will  be  to  lessen 
very  much  the  chance  of  the  demand. 

The  active  enterprise  of  the  American  merchant 
is  constantly  looking  abroad  to  every  part  of  the 
world  for  a  market ;  and  if  it  is  any  where  to  be 
found,  or  if  there  is  only  a  reasonable  presumption 
that  it  may  be  found,  the  farmer  meets  with  a 
ready  vent  for  his  produce.  Perhaps  the  calcula- 
tions of  the  merchant  may  be  disappointed,  and  he 
even  ruined ;  yet  the  misfortune  reaches  not  the 
farmer  ;  he  has  the  same  benefit  of  a  good  market : 
but  should  the  American  vessels  once  disappear,  he 
must  then  be  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  chance  ad- 
ventures for  a  market ;  and  when  the  demand  is 
not  very  great,  the  price  of  the  freight  will  be  de- 
ducted ifrom  the  article  itself.  All  this  must  neces- 
sarily tend  essentially  to  lessen  the  value  of  the 
farmer's  produce. 

Setvndly,  As  to  the  mechanical.  That  numerous 
class  of  mechanics  who  are  connected  with  ship- 
building, the  carpenter,  the  blacksmith,  the  sail- 
maker,  the  ropemaker,  &c.,  &c.,  will  of  course  be 
deprived  of  employment ;  their  labor  will  be  neither 
wanted  nor  paid  for. 

To  conclude:  our  ships  being  thus  banished 
from  our  shores,  we  shall  no  longer  furnish  a  nur- 
sery for  our  seamen,  but  that  valuable  classof  cit- 
izens will  be  driven  to  seek  for  their  bread  in  other 
countries  ;  and  in  any  future  European  wars  which 
may  happen,  and  which  are  constantly  liable  to 
happen,  we  shall  find  ourselves  without  seamen  or 
ships,  to  avail  ourselves  of  that  neutral  position 
which  reflection  and  experience  equally  warrant 
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us  in  calculating  upon  as  one  of  the  blessings  allied 
to  our  remote  and  secure  situation. 

On  the  whole,  your  memorialists  cannot  refrain 
from  expressing  the  belief  with  which  they  are 
strongly  impressed,  that  to  repeal  the  discrimiuating 
laws,  which  have  operated  so  happily  to  increase 
our  navigation  and  commerce,  would  be  a  mea- 
sure highly  prejudicial  to  various  and  important 
interests  in  the  comrtiunity,  detrimental  to  the 
revenue  of  the  country,  and,  in  a  national  point  of 
view,  extremely  impolitic.  They  therefore  pray 
that  the  repeal  may  not  take  place. 

JOHN  MURRAY. 
J.  W.  Lawrence,  Secretary. 

New  York,  January  15,  1803. 


importations  of  goods  from  Europe  paying  ad  valo- 
rem duties. 

Per  cent. 

1816.  In  American  veBsels        -  $83,676,283  =  83.67 
In  foreign  vewels    -        -       8,706,122=    8.7 

1817.  In  American  vessels         -    30,360,835  =  30.35 
Id  foreign  vessels    -         -       5,750,856  =    5.75 

1818.  In  American  vessels         -    49,719,785  =  49.71 
I          In  foreign  vessels    -         -       5,324,243  =     5.32 

Importations  from  France. 

1816.  In  American  vessels  -  8,816,147  =  8.8 
In  foreign  vessels    -  -  383,433  =  .3 

1817.  In  American  vessels  •  3,493,176  =  3.4 
In  foreign  vessels    -  -  488,072  =   .4 

1818.  In  American  vessels  •  6,668,600  »  6.6 
In  foreign  vessels   -  •  688,195^  .6 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled  : 
The  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city 
of  New  York  respectfully  shovoeth : 

That  your  memorialists  have  witne.«;sed,  with 
feelings  of  deep  concern,  the  consequences  result- 
ing to  the  shipping  interest  of  the  United  States 
from  the  discriminating  duties  established  in 
France  on  the  staple  products  of  this  country. 

At  the  period  oi  their  imposition,  and  for  a  con- 
siderable time  subsequent  to  the  late  war  in  Eu- 
rope, the  trade  carried  on  by  French  vessels  with 
the  United  States  was  chiefly  confined  to  New 
Orleans  and  other  Southern  ports,  whose  produc- 
tions constitute  the  principal  exports  from  this 
country  to  France,  whilst  their  interest  in  ship- 
ping is  very  limited;  so  that  the  cflects  of  the 
enormous  discriminating  duties  payable  on  the 
importations  into  France  of  cotton  and  tobacco, 
in  transferring  to  French  vessels  the  carrying  to 
that  country,  were  not  immediately  perceived  or 
felt  by  the  ship  owners  or  merchants  m  this  quar- 
ter ot  the  Union.  But  the  severe  losses  sustained 
by  those  who  employed  our  vessels  in  that  trade 
have  since  led  to  an  investigation  of  their  causes, 
and  created  a  universal  feeling  of  the  injury  and 
injustice  to  which  our  flag  is  subjected. 

In  giving  to  this  subject  the  attention  which  its 
importance  demands,  your  memorialists  find  that 
the  foreign  tonnage  duty  and  light  money  payable 
in  the  United  Siatts  are  very  nearly  equal  to  the  for- 
eign tonnage  duty  and  port  charges  in  France,  and 


may  therefore  be  considered  as  regulated  upon  the 
principle  of  a  just  and  fair  reciprocity  ;  whilst  the 
discriminating  duties  imposed  on  the  importation 
of  merchandise  operate  on  the  shipping  interests  of 
the  two  countries  in  a  manner  altogether  dispro- 
portionate and  unequal. 

The  foreign  or  discriminating  duties  paid  by 
American  vessels  importing  the  following  articles 
into  France,  are:  lA  cent  per  pound  (French 
weight)  on  cotton  ;  \\  cent  per  pound  on  tobacco ; 
55  cents  per  100  pounds  on  potashes ;  which  extra 
duties  exceed  the  whole  freight  now  paid  for  the 
transportation  of  those  articles  from  the  United 
States,  whether  in  French  or  in  American  bot- 
toms. 

The  present  rates  of  freight,  in  French  vessels, 

are  about  1^  cent  per  pound  for  cotton  ;  |  cent  per 

pound  for  tobacco  ;  \  cent  per  pound  for  potashes ; 

and,  in  American  vessels,  about  one-third  below 

these  rates;  making  the  dift'erence  of  duty  by  a 

French  vessel  exceed  the  gross  amount  of  freight 

by  an  American  vessel  at  least  one-third. 

To  form  an  estimate  of  the  practical  result  of  these 

regulations,  it  will   be  assumed  that  a  vessel  of 

300   register   tons   burden   will    carry   560,000 

pounds  weight  of  tobacco ;  the  difference  of  duty 

on  which,  at  lucent  per  lb.  would  be      -  ^6,300 


Which  is  equivalent  to  twenty-one  dollars  per 

register  ton. 

Or,  in  a  vessel  of  the  same  description, 
carrying  280,000  pounds  weight  of  cot- 
ton, and  220,000  pounds  of  potashes,  the 
difference  of  duty,  estimated  at  1^  cent 
on  the  cotton,  is 4,200 

And  that  on  the  potashes,  at  55  cents  per 

1001b.,  is 1,210 


Would  be,  together   - 


«5,410 


W^hich  is  equivalent  to  eighteen  dollars  per  reg- 
ister ton. 

The  discriminating  duties  chargeable  on  the 
three  articles  above  enumerated,  which  constitute 
the  bulk  of  our  exports  to  France,  form  an  aggre- 
gate much  greater  than  the  foreign  duty  of  ten  per 
cent,  payable  in  the  United  Slates  would  amount 
to,  if  calculated  on  the  whole  importations  from 
France.  And  the  experience  of  the  last  two  years 
confirms,  (what,  indeed,  is  Eufl[iciently  obvious 
from  the  preceding  statement,)  that  a  perseverance 
in  the  present  regulations  of  our  intercourse  with 
France  must  operate  to  exclude  American  vessels 
from  all  participation  in  the  carrying  trade  con- 
nected with  it. 

Your  memorialists,  in  earnestly  soliciting  that  the 
attention  of  your  honorable  body  may  be  engaged 
in  devising  some  remedy  for  an  evil  .so  serious  and 
alarming,  beg  leave  to  suggest  their  conviction  of 
the  utter  inefficacy  of  any  system  of  countervail- 
ing discriminating  duties  to  be  levied  on  the  im- 
portations into  the  United  States  of  French  mer- 
chaudi.se,  inasmuch  as  the  articles  which  would 
be  the  necessary  objects  of  such  duties  bear  no  pro- 
portion in  their  bulk,  and   in  the  price  of  tneir 
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transportation,  to  those  which  form  our  exports  to 
France.  And  the  course  of  the  colonial  trade, 
moreover,  enables  French  vessels  to  avoid  the  in- 
conveniences of  performing  the  voyage  across  the 
Atlantic  in  ballast,  by  taking  a  freight  from  the 
ports  of  France  to  those  of  her  colonies,  and  then 
turning  their  course  advantageously  to  our  ports, 
either  m  ballast,  or  with  colonial  produce;  whilst 
our  vessels,  generally,  return  direct  from  France  in 
ballast,  or  only  with  inconsiderable  ladings. 

To  exhibit  in  its  proper  light  the  importance 
of  the  subject  under  consideration,  it  will  be  ne- 
cessary not  only  to  advert  to  the  actual  amount  of 
tonnage  employed  in  the  transnortation  of  our  pro- 
duce to  France  compared  witn  the  aggregate  ton- 
nage employed  in  foreign  trade  generally,  but  also 
to  take  into  view  their  future  relative  proportions 
when  our  trade  to  France  shall  have  received  all 
the  extension  of  which  it  is  susceptible,  by  the 

Progressive  increase  in  the  cultivation  ot  our 
louthern  products,  and  when  our  shipping  shall 
have  experienced  the  reduction  it  is  to  suffer  by 
the  effects  of  the  further  development  of  the  actual 
state  of  our  foreign  commerce. 

It  would  be  superfluous  to  enter  into  details  to 
show  how  extensively,  and  almost  entirely,  all  the 
sources  of  that  commerce  are  cut  off.  It  is  a 
lamentable  fact,  that  more  than  half  the  number 
of  vessels  lately  arrived  in  this  from  foreign  ports 
are  dismantled,  from  the  absolute  absence  of  any 
advantageous  object  of  commercial  pursuit.  And 
this  state  of  commerce  seems  the  natural  and  ne- 
cessary result  of  the  new  order  of  things  which 
has  prevailed  since  the  pacification  of  Europe. 
Every  restraint  that  lately  shackled  the  navigation 
of  the  principal  maritime  nations  of  Europe  has 
been  removed,  whilst  the  general  trade  and  navi- 
gation of  those  States  are,  at  the  same  time,  regu- 
lated with  a  studious  regard  to  the  interests  of 
their  own  subjects.  So  that  the  United  States 
have  not  only  ceased  to  be  the  carriers  for  Europe 
but  are  deprived  of  the  means  of  entering  into  a 
fair  competition  in  the  transportation  to  foreign 
countries  of  the  principal  products  of  their  own  soil. 

It  would  seem  obvious  that,  during  the  contin- 
uance of  a  state  of  peace  in  Europe,  the  great 
elements  of  our  commerce  in  that  quarter  of  the 
globe  will  be  confined  to  the  exchange  of  our  pro- 
ducts for  such  articles  of  foreign  production  as 
may  be  required  for  home  consumption. 

The  quantity  of  American  cotton,  tobacco,  pot- 
ashes, and  other  staples,  now  consumed  in  France, 
cannot  be  correctly  stated  by  your  memorialists, 
but  they  presume  it  to  be  equal  to  a  fourth  of  the 
whole  quantity  exported  to  Europe. 

The  aggregate  tonnage  employed  last  year  in 
the  direct  tradfe  from  the  United  States  to  France 
is  estimated  at  fifty  thousand  tons  ;  in  addition  to 
which,  an  indirect  trade  of  considerable  extent 
has  been  carried  on  by  the  circuitous  channel  of 
England.  (The  saving  on  the  duties,  by  reship- 
ping  our  cotton  and  tobacco  thence  to  France,  in 
French  vessels,  instead  of  shipping  them  direct 
from  the  United  Slates,  in  American  vessels,  be- 
ing more  than  equivalent  to  the  extra  freight  and 
charges  attending  the  additional  voyage.) 


If  we  limit  our  viewi  of  this  carrying  trade  to 
the  employment  of  fifty  thousand  tons  ofshipping, 
the  freight  out  and  home,  calculating  twenty  d(3- 
lars  per  ton,  amounts  to  one  million  of  dollars; 
which  sum,  if  gained  by  vessels,  might  justly  be 
considered  as  so  much  capital  added  annually  to 
the  stock  of  national  wealth. 

However  small  the  net  profit  may  be  to  the 
ship  owners  on  this  amount  of  freight,  the  dis- 
bursements for  the  equipment,  and  the  wages  for 
the  navigation  of  the  vessels,  would  be  left  at 
home ;  and,  together  with  the  employment  it 
would  require  of  so  large  a  body  of  seamen,  would 
materially  conduce  to  create  and  maintain  the 
elements  necessary  to  advance  our  commercial 
and  naval  interests. 

The  act  of  Congress  offering  to  foreign  nations 
the  means  of  a  free  intercourse  with  thts  country, 
on  terms  of  perfect  reciprocity,  has  not,  as  is  be- 
lieved by  your  memorialists,  been  found  as  bene- 
ficial in  its  operation  as  was  justly  to  have  been 
expected. 

Those  nations  whose  acceptance  of  the  invita- 
tion it  held  forth  might  subserve  the  views  and 
interests  of  the  United  States  are  found  to  remain 
passive;  while  Holland,  Sweden,  Prussia,  and 
the  Hanseatic  Towns,  adopting  the  principle  of 
reciprocity,  secure  to  themselves  an  important  ex- 
emption in  our  ports,  without  affording  any  privi- 
lege in  theirs  not  before  enjoyed  by  the  United 
Stales,  and,  in  fact,  gratuitously  granted  to  every 
other  nation. 

Until  lately,  we  found  some  advantages  in  our 
commercial  relations  with  the  possessions  of  the 
King  of  the  Netherlands,  by  participating  in  the 
trade  to  the  colony  of  Java;  but  now  heavy  dis- 
criminating duties  are  laid  to  confine  all  the  advan- 
tages of  that  trade  to  ^utch  vessels.  Your  memo- 
rialists do  not  notice  this  circumstance  as  requiring 
the  application  of  any  remedies  within  the  pur- 
view of  this  memorial,  but  to  show  the  progressive 
extension  on  the  part  of  the  European  Powers  of 
a  system  of  absolute  colonial  monopoly,  and  to 
evince  the  necessity  of  devising  means  to  counter- 
act the  growth  of  that  system,  by  some  vigorous 
effort  on  the  part  of  our  Government. 

Louisiana  was  acquired  by  the  United  States  in 
her  colonial  state,  and  the  monopoly  of  her  ex- 
tended and  growing  trade  would  be  more  valuable 
than  that  of  any  two  colonies  whatever.  And  the 
Floridas,  if  they  pass  from  their  present  abandoned 
and  miserable  condition  to  be  integral  parts  of  the 
Union,  cannot  fail,  by  the  quickening  mfluence  of 
our  free  institutions,  to  open  vast  resources  of  trade, 
and  may  add  to  the  list  of  our  present  exports  even 
the  articles  of  sugar  and  coffee,  hitherto  deemed 
exclusively  colonial. 

The  liberal  policy  of  the  United  States,  in  open- 
ing to  all  nations  a  free  trade  to  the  vast  marts  of 
their  colonial  acquisitions  ought,  it  would  seem,  to 
entitle  them  to  some  corresponding  privileges  from 
those  nations,  at  least,  who  participate  largely  in 
the  benefits  of  that  trade.  But  no  such  reciproca- 
tion has  been  experienced ;  nor,  as  the  result  of 
gratuitous  concession,  is  it  to  be  expected. 

In  reference  to  the  oppressive  discriminating  da- 
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ties  on  the  importation  of  American  products  into 
France,  which  it  is  the  principal  object  of  the  pre- 
sent memorial  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  Gor- 
ernment,  your  memorialists  take  leave  most  re- 
spectfully to  suffge^t,  that  they  can  devise  no  expe- 
dient more  likely  to  produce  a  favorable  change  in 
the  present  system  of  the  French  Government,  nor 
better  calculated  to  enable  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  successfully  to  resist  it,  if  persevered  in, 
than  the  imposition  of  a  heavy  tonnage  duty ;  and, 
at  the  same  time,  no  measure  appears  to  your  me- 
morialists so  consistent  with  the  general  policy  of 
the  United  States. 

Referring  to  the  statement  already  made,  exhib- 
iting the  effects  of  the  discriminating  duties  in 
France  on  cotton,  tobacco,  and  potashes,  consid- 
ered as  a  tonnage  duty  on  American  vessels,  your 
memorialists  leave  to  the  superior  wisdom  oi  Con- 
gress to  determine,  on  a  full  consideration  of  all 
the  circumstances  connected  with  the  case,  what 
tonnage  duty  should  now  be  imposed,  so  as  to  make 
this  a  fair  and  effective  countervailing  measure. 

Your  memorialists,  considering,  moreover,  that 
some  new  provision  is  necessary  in  order  to  render 
beneficially  operative  the  act  of  Congress  which 
offers  to  foreign  nations  the  means  of  commercial 
intercourse  upon  the  principle  of  reciprocity,  re- 
spectfully suggest  that  this  duty  should  be  made  to 
apply  to  all  nations  which  sball  not  adopt  that 
principle. 

A  general  regulation  of  this  nature,  whilst  it 
would  violate  neither  the  letter  nor  spirit  of  our 
treaties  with  France,  appears  to  be  equally  expe- 
dient in  reference  to  other  nations.  Spain,  for 
instance,  besides  imposing,  as  is  believed,  discrimi- 
nating duties  on  the  articles  of  our  exports  im- 
ported into  the  mother  country,  exacts  most  exces- 
sive extra  duties  on  provisions  imported  by  Ameri- 
can vessels  into  her  colonies.  Among  otners,  that 
on  the  article  of  flour  amounts  in  Cuba  to  ^3  37^ 
per  barrel.  The  regulations  of  trade  in  the  ports 
of  the  Spanish  colonies  are  such  as  not  to  place  tbe 
intercourse  with  them  under  any  of  the  restrictions 
contained  in  the  navigation  act ;  and  thus,  whilst 
this  trade  remains  open  to  both  nations,  the  dis- 
criminating duties  imposed  m  those  colonies  must 
operate  to  transfer  it  altogether  to  Spanish  vessels, 
as  soon  as  their  flag  can  navigate  securely. 

Your  memorialists  are  persuaded  that  a  measure 
like  the  one  proposed  could  produce  no  injurious 
effects  upon  the  agricultural  and  commercial  in- 
terests ot  the  United  States,  by  abridging  in  for- 
eign markets  the  sale  of  their  produce.  The  pro- 
hibitory regulations  of  different  Governments 
prove  that  the  want  of  our  provisions  is  the  only 
security  we  now  enjoy  for  their  admission  into 
foreign  ports  ;  and  wherever  this  want  exists  they 
will  continue  to  be  received,  direct,  or  by  interme- 
diate ports. 

The  principal  articles  exported  to  France  are  so 
essential  to  the  supply  of  the  manufactories  that 
they  cannot  be  dispensed  with  ;  so  that,  if  a  sys- 
tem of  commercial  regulations  could  be  supposed 
to  exist,  operating  to  prevent  a  direct  exportation 
of  those  articles  to  that  cq^mtry,  its  whole  supplies 
of  cotton  and  tobacco  rffust  be  derived  through 


the  circuitous  channel  of  England,  (as  has  been 
partially  practised  for  the  last  two  years,)  or  through 
some  01  the  neighboring  ports  of  the  continent ; 
and,  in  either  case,  we  should  at  least  partake  in 
the  advantages  of  their  transportation  across  the 
Atlantic. 

The  right  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
to  participate,  on  equal  terms,  in  the  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  their  commercial  mtercourse 
with  foreign  nations,  appears  to  your  memorialists 
to  be  indisputable.  And  they  appeal  with  confi- 
dence to  Congress  for  such  interference  on  their 
behalf  as  the  public  policy  may  justify.  Although 
it  may  be  questionable,  m  a  case  like  the  present, 
whether  it  would  comport  with  the  dignity  of  the 
nation  to  offer  any  considerations  to  foreign  Pow- 
ers in  order  to  obtain  a  just  reciprocity  of  commer- 
cial benefits,  yet  your  memorialists  take  leave  to 
suggest  the  expediency  of  holding  out  to  France 
some  further  encouragements  to  the  consumption 
in  tbe  United  States  of  French  wines  and  silk 
manufactures.  Encouragements  of  this  nature, 
if  not  required  as  an  inducement  to  France  to 
place  the  regulations  of  her  trade  with  this  coun- 
try on  a  more  equal  and  just  footing,  may  possibly 
be  used  to  obtain  some  relaxation  to  her  colonial 
restrictions,  and  induce  the  repeal  of  the  late  order 
directed  to  the  national  tobacco  manufactory  in 
France,  which  restricts  the  employment  of  the 
foreign  growth  of  tiiat  article  to  the  proportion  of 
one-sixth  part  for  live-sixth  parts  of  domestic 
growth. 

It  is  true,  in  reference  to  the  article  of  wines, 
(the  duty  on  which  is  now  sufficiently  reduced,) 
the  United  States  could,  in  the  way  of  induce- 
ment to  France,  only  assure  to  her  the  continu- 
ance of  that  reduction.  But,  in  regard  to  silk 
manufactures,  the  imposition  of  additional  duties 
on  the  same  articles  imported  from  China  might 
be  adopted  as  a  measure  of  reciprocal  advantage. 

It  would  certainly  be  of  great  importance  to 
France  to  check  the  immense  importations  from 
China  of  silk  ^oods  in  imitation  of  French  fabrics. 
And,  considering  the  heavy  drains  of  specie  from 
the  United  States,  which  are  caused  by  the  prose- 
cution of  the  trade  to  China,  it  would  at  least  be 
equally  advantageous  to  us  to  receive  the  same 
articles  from  countries  where  they  can  be  obtained 
in  exchange  for  our  own  products. 

Your  memorialists  arc  anxious  to  maintain  the 
national  prosperity,  and  would  discredit  the  un- 
reasonable clamor  of  desponding  and  embarrassed 
traders ;  but  the  foreign  commerce  of  this  coun- 
try, at  the  present  period,  is  .^o  rapidly  declining, 
and  its  shipping  interest  so  particularly  depressea, 
that  they  feel  themselves  constrained  to  declare 
their  firm  conviction,  that  both  must  dwindle  into 
comparative  insignificance,  unless  the  measures 
of  foreign  Governments,  operating  to  deprive  this 
country  of  an  equitable  participation  in  the  bene- 
fits of  Its  commercial  intercourse  with  them,  shall 
be  promptly  met  and  counteracted. 

Under  a  deep  impression  that  the  prosperity  of 
the  nation  is  intimately  connected  with  the  pros- 
perity of  its  commerce,  and  that  the  rising  hopes 
I  of  its  future  naval  power  are  essentially  depend- 
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ent  on  the  maintenance  of  its  navigation,  your  m^ 
morialists  have  thought  it  a  duty  they  owe  to  the 
community  to  submit  these  considerations  to  the 
wisdom  of  Congress ;  humbly  praying  that  they 
will  afford  such  relief  in  the  premises  as  the  nature 
of  the  case  may  require. 

WM.  BAYARD,  President. 
John  Pintard,  Secretary. 


Qu4ftu/n*  addressed  hi/  tlu  Cvmmittef.  oh  Manufactures 
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THE    NEW   TAMIFF    BILL. 

You  will  recollect  that  the  tenth  section  was 
stricken  out,  and  the  ninth  so  modified  as  to  be 
unobjectionable. 

Question  1st.  State  the  items  on  which  you  think 
so  high  a  duty  wa^  proposed  as  would  lead  to 
smuggling. 

Answer.  Smuggling  cannot  be  carried  to  any 
extent  except  on  our  frontiers,  and,  generally  speak- 
ing, there  would  be  but  little  difference  there, 
whether  the  duty  was  15  or  40  per  cent.  Those 
who  are  most  conversant  with  our  revenue  laws, 
know  that  the  difficulties  attending  smuggling 
from  on  shipboard  are  so  great  that  the  gain  would 
not  justify  the  risk.  European  and  Indian  ships 
and  cargoes  arc  so  valuable  that,  supposing  char- 
acter in  no  way  affected,  the  owners  would  never 
jeopardize  them  for  the  sake  of  clandestinely  in- 
troducing a  small  part;  to  thus  introduce  any  con- 
siderable part  would  be  impracticable,  without  the 
connivance  of  the  officers  of  the  customs. 

Under  the  duties  of  1815  and  1816,  the  whole 
amount  smuggled  from  on  shipboard  in  our  com- 
mercial town-  did  not  probably  amount  to  a  twen- 
tieth of  one  per  cent,  on  the  cargoes  imported. 
Watches,  jewelry,  laces,  and  sewing  silks,  are  the 
principal  articles  that  are  and  would  continue  to 
be  Miiuggled,  because  their  bulk  is  so  trifling  that 
they  are  imported  by  pa^-cngers  and  others,  and 
not  entered  on  the  manifest ;  therefore  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  officers  cannot,  in  all  cases,  prevent 
their  being  landed  without  paying  the  duties.  As 
such  goods  so  introduced  must  almost  necessarily 
be  sold  by  auction,  any  saving  in  the  duty  might 
be  met  by  an  equivalent  auction  duty. 

Q,uestion  2d.  Enumerate  those  which  you  think 
would  amount  to  a  prohibition. 

Answer.  Article  5th  will  amount  to  a  prohibi- 
tion of  all  kinds  of  paper,  except  colored  and 
stained  paper  and  paper  hangings;  all  kinds  of 
hats,  except  Leghorn  straw.  It  will  probably  ul- 
timately amount  to  a  prohibition  of  prunello  and 
silk  shoes,  flint,  cut,  and  window  glass,  slates,  and 
tiles  for  building,  common  corks,  salted  fish,  and 
inferior  kinds  of  gunpowder. 

Question  3d.  Generally,  would  the  rates  of  duty 
proposed  diminish  or  increase  the  revenue  ?  in  other 
words,  would  the  increased  duties  equal  the  dimin- 
ished importation?  If  you  think  it  would,  state 
the  items  specifically. 

Answer.  The  proposed  tariff,  if  adopted,  would, 
in  our  opinion,  diminish  the  revenue.  The  arti- 
cles enumerated  in  the  answer  to  the  16th  question 


are  all  now  recollected  that  will  bear  an  increase 
of  duty  without  injury  to  the  revenue. 

Question  4th.  Are  there  any  general  provisions 
in  this  bill  that  would  have  an  injurious  effect  on 
the  revenue  or  on  commerce?  If  so,  specify  them. 
This  does  not  refer  to  the  rate  of  duties. 

Answer.  In  the  5th  article  of  the  tariff  bill,  "al- 
lowances or  discounts"  ought  to  be  stricken  out,  as 
they  throw  insurmountable  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  many  descriptions  of  goods. 

Question  5th.  What  is  the  cost  of  a  British  ship 
of,  say  300  tons ;  what  of  an  American  of  the  same 
force  and  burden  ;  and,  generally,  the  difference  in 
the  price  of  shipping  by  the  ton  in  each  country^ 
completely  equipped? 

Answer.  A  British  ship  of  300  tons,  equipped 
for  sea,  will  cost  ^24,000,  or  $80  per  ton;  an 
American  ship,  of  the  same  quality,  will  cost 
818,000,  or  S60  per  ton. 

Question  6th.  The  quantity  of  iron  and  cordage 
to  the  100  tons  of  shipping  ? 

Answer.  It  will  require  four  tons  of  iron,  1,500 
pounds  of  copper  bolts,  4^  tons  of  cordage,  and  20 
bolts  of  duck,  to  the  100  tons. 

Question  7th.  Would  the  proposed  increase  of 
duty  on  iron,  hemp,  and  cordage,  have  the  effect 
of  inducing  the  merchants  to  build  their  vessels 
abroad,  or  of  giving  foreign  a  preference  over  our 
own  shipping? 

Answer.  As  to  American  merchants  building 
vessels  in  foreign  countries,  it  is  out  of  the  ques- 
tion ;  for.  by  our  navigation  laws,  American  pa- 
pers could  not  be  obtained  for  them.  Foreign 
vessels  would  not  have  a  preference  in  our  ports 
over  American  built  vessels,  unless  at  a  reduction 
in  freight  of  25  per  cent.,  or  advantages  equiva- 
lent, at  the  port  of  destination,  as  is  now  the  case 
with  French  and  other  foreign  vessels  taking  car- 
goes for  France. 

Question  8th.  State  the-  price  of  the  following 
articles  in  1811,  or  any  other  year  or  years  before 
the  war,  which  will  present  a  fair  average  of  their 
price  in  the  years  of  a  flourishing  commerce:  coarse 
cotton*!,  umbrellas,  nails,  gunpowder,  playing  cards, 
carriages,  cabinet  wares,  wafers,  hats,  &c.,  boots 
and  shoes,  and  any  other  manufactured  articles 
which  were  formerly  imported,  but  are  now  in  a 
great  measure,  if  not  wholly,  made  in  the  United 
States;  the  present  prices  of  the  same  articles; 
the  relative  quality  of  the  imported  and  domestic 
articles. 

Answer.  Common  coarse  cottons,  such  as  are 
manufactured  in  the  United  States,  may  be  fairly 
stated  to  be  50  per  cent,  lower  than  in  1811,  and 
are  much  superior  to  the  piece  goods  of  similar 
description  from  Calcutta. 

Cabinet  wares  are  greatly  superior,  and  full  25 
per  cent,  lower. 

Gunpowder,  25  to  50  per  cent,  lower. 

Umbrellas,  33J  per  cent,  lower. 

Carriages,  50  per  cent,  lower. 

Hats,  25  per  cent,  lower. 

Boots  and  shoes,  20  per  cent,  lower. 

Silver  ware  is  now  made  in  this  country  as  cheap 
as  in  London,  and  is  12^  per  cent,  lower  than  in 
1811. 
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Question  9th.  Where  the  domestic  has  super- 
seded the  foreign  supply  of  our  market,  state  the 
general  effect  it  has  produced  as  to  price  and  quali- 
ty, and  whether  it  has  resulted  in  the  benefit  or 
injury  of  the  consumer. 

Answer.  As  far  as  our  own  information  has 
eiren  us  an  opportunity  of  judging,  the  consumer 
IS  supplied  with  a  better  article  for  the  same  price; 
it  is  particularly  so  with  coarse  cottons,  hats,  boots 
and  shoes,  cabinet  wares,  carriages,  fancy  chairs, 
looking-glass  and  picture  frames,  silver  plate,  and- 
irons, brass  head  shovels  and  tongs,  grates  for 
burning  coals,  gold  leaf,  woollen  sattinets,  cut 
nails,  fancy  mock  tortoi>e  shell  and  fine  ivory 
combs,  rifle  guns,  cut  tacks  and  brads,  and  tiu 
wares. 

Question  10th,  Taking  the  article  of  cotton  as 
an  example,  and  supposing  coarse  cotton  goods 
are  excluded,  have  the  effects  been  injurious  to 
commerce?  Is  there  as  much  tonnage,  and  are 
there  as  many  seamen,  employed  in  the  transpor- 
tation of  the  raw  material  and  the  manufactured 
article  coastwise,  as  there  would  be  in  the  impor- 
tation of  the  foreign  manufacture  and  the  expor- 
tation of  as  much  cotton  as  would  make  the  goods 
we  import  from  Europe?  If  more  or  less,  state 
the  difference. 

Answer.  The  exportation  of  the  raw  material 
to  Europe,  and  the  importation  of  the  article  when 
manufactured,  would  give  employment  to  a  greater 
number  of  seamen,  and  more  tons  of  shipping,  than 
the  transportation  of  the  same  raw  materials  and 
manufactured  articles  coastwise.  So  far  as  re- 
lates to  a  prohibition  of  India  cottons,  (manufac- 
tured,) our  commerce  has  no  doubt  been  benefited, 
because  it  could  only  be  employed  in  bringing  an 
article  manufactured  from  a  raw  material  of  for- 
eign growth  ;  whereas,  the  raw  material  of  which 
the  substitute  is  made,  as  well  as  the  manufactured 
article,  are  both  tran^orted  coastwise,  and  give 
employment  to  more  shipping,  and  a  greater  num- 
ber of  seamen,  than  the  importation  of  India  man- 
ufactured cottons  could  possibly  do.  It  would 
take  five  cargoes  of  unmanufactured  cotton  to 
make  one  of  manufactured  goods. 

Que^tion  11th.  Take  a  given  number  of  tons  of 
shipping,  say  1(X),000,  in  the  East  India  trade; 
what  would  be  the  number  of  seamen  employed  ; 
what  number  would  be  employed  in  the  European 
trade,  the  same  number  of  tons  ;  same  in  the  West 
If  "     J ;  the  same  in  the  coasting  trade? 

Answer.  Take  100,000  tons  of  shipping  m  the 
East  Irft^a  trade,  the  number  of  seamen  employed 
would  be  one  man  to  twenty  tons,  equal  to  5,000 
men ;  the  same  number  of  tons  in  the  European 
trade,  one  man  to  twenty-three  tons,  equal  to  4,347 ; 
in  the  West  India  trade,  same  number  of  tons,  one 
man  to  twenty  tons,  equal  to  5,000  ;  in  the  coast- 
ing trade,  same  number  of  tons,  one  man  to  fifteen 
tons,  equal  to  6,666  men. 

Question  12th.  Does  the  consumption  of  cotton 
in  the  American  manufactories  diminish  the  price 
of  what  is  exported  to  Europe;  in  other  words,  are 
or  can  the  fruits  of  cotton  manufactories  be  inju- 
rious to  those  who  raise  this  article? 

Answer.  The  consumption  of  cotton  at  home 


increases  the  price  to  the  growers.  The  demand 
in  this  market  for  home  consumption  is  generally 
considered  to  keep  the  price  from  one  to  two  cents 
per  pound  higher  than  it  would  otherwise  be. 

Question  13th.  Generally  speaking,  do  you  think 
there  would  be  as  much  employment  for  our  ship- 
ping and  seamen  in  the  transportation  of  raw  ma- 
terial and  manufactures  coastwise  as  in  their 
exportation  and  importation  ?  This  must  be  un- 
derstood as  applying  generally  to  our  articles  of 
consumption. 

Answer.  The  kind  of  foreign  trade  here  named 
employs  more  tonnage,  and  probably  more  sea- 
men, than  the  coasting  trade  would,  in  exchanging 
the  same  amount  of  articles. 

Question  14th.  Except  cotton,  how  much  ton- 
nage is  employed  in  the  transportation  to  other 
countries  of  the  raw  material  of  the  manufactures 
which  we  import? 

Answer.  We  know  of  no  raw  material,  of  any 
magnitude,  excepting  cotton,  the  production  of 
this  country,  which  is  exported,  and  returned  in 
a  manufactured  state. 

Question  15th.  State  your  opinion  of  the  prob- 
able operation  of  this  bill  on  commerce;  if  inju- 
rious, point  out,  specifically,  the  objections.  Would 
it  decrease  our  tonnage  or  number  of  seamen? 
Would  it  diminish  the  price  of  any  of  our  articles 
of  export?  If  so,  state  of  what.  Is  the  price  of 
these  a^ticle^s,  and  their  demand  abroad,  regulated 
by  the  wants  of  otherihations,  or  by  the  amount  of 
manufactures  we  receive  in  exchange  ?  State  not 
only  your  opinion,  but  experience,  and  the  infor- 
mation of  others  that  is  to  be  relied  upon,  if  no 
general  revision  of  the  tariff  should  be  proposed. 

Answer.  We  think,  generally,  it  will  not  be 
prejudicial  to  commerce;  it  would  not  diminish 
the  value  of  any  article  of  domestic  produce  ex- 
ported ;  the  price  of  our  articles  abroad,  and  the 
demand  for  them,  is  regulated  by  the  wants  of 
other  nations,  and  not  by  what  we  m  return  re^ 
ceive  for  them. 

Question  16lh.  Stale  the  articles  on  which  an 
additional  duty  might  be  laid  for  the  purposes  of 
revenue,  without  injury  to  commerce,  and  the 
amount  of  such  additional  duty. 

Answer.  The  following  articles  may  be  raised 
from  their  present  rate  of  dutv  to  that  annexed  to 
each  article,  for  the  purpo.se  of  revenue,  and  would 
not  diminish  the  importation  or  consumption: 

Linen  goods  to  25  per  cent. 

Silk  goods  manufactured  in  China  and  other 
places  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  35  per 
cent. 

Silk  goods  from  France  and  other  places,  ex- 
cept beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  25  per  cent. 

All  staple  and  fancy  hardwares  under  25  per 
cent,  to  be  raised  25  per  cent. 

China  and  earthen  wares,  35  per  cent. 

Ale  and  porter,  in  bottles  or  casks,  25  cents  per 
gallon. 

Almonds,  4  cents  per  pound. 

Cassia,  from  China,  10  cents  per  pound. 

Cocoa,  3  cents  per  pound. 

Coffee,  6  cents  per  pound. 

Cotton,  6  cenL5  per  pound. 
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Hemp,  82  per  cwt. 

Iron,  in  pigs,  75  cents  per  cwt. 

Iron  castinp,  ^1  50  per  cwt. 

Sewing  silks  and  twists,  of  silk  and  worsted, 
81  50  per  pound. 

Nutmegs,  75  cents  per  pound. 

Cigars,  $5  per  thousand. 

Linseed  oil,  25  cents  per  gallon. 

Blankets,  25  per  cent. 

Bombazetts  and  stuff  goods,  25  per  cent. 

Worsted  and  cotton  hosiery,  25  per  cent. 

Buttons  of  all  kinds,  and  moulds,  25  per  cent. 

Lace  goods,  15  per  cent. 

Clocks  and  time-pieces,  35  per  cent. 

Question  17th.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe, 
that  from  the  1st  March,  1815,  to  the  1st  July, 
1816,  there  was  more  smuggling  than  at  any  former 
or  subsequent  period  ?  If  so,  state  them  specifically. 

Answer.  It  is  not  believed  that  smuggling  of 
any  consequence  is  carried  on  now,  or  was  at  any 
other  period  since  the  restrictive  measures,  and 
then  the  places  were  mostly  confined  to  the  east- 
ern lines,  and  along  the  river  St.  Lawrence.  From 
the  Isi  March,  1815,  to  1st  July,  1816,  goods  com- 
manded a  ready  and  profitable  sale;  therefore  the 
inducement  was  less.  The  evils  of  the  auction  sys- 
tem can  here  be  introduced  with  much  propriety, 
as  through  that  channel  almost  all  the  smug- 
gled goods  introduced  during  the  restrictive  meas- 
ures were  scattered.  It  was  well  understood  at  that 
time  that  the  amount  which  was  introduced  and 
sold  at  auctions  was  for  account  of  the  smugglers; 
the  facility  to  spr^-ad  the  goods  prevents  in  a  great 
degree  the  possibility  of  detection  ;  the  auctioneer 
is  not  bound  to  ascertain  how  the  parties  came  bv 
the  property,  whether  stolen  or  otherwise. 

Question  I8lh.  State  your  opinion  of  the  pro- 
priety of  the  following  regulations:  appraisers  to 
examine  each  package  imported;  surveyor  of  the 
port  to  examine  each  package  exported  for  draw- 
back ;  whenever  a  manifest  is  required  by  the  ex- 
bting  law  to  be  verified  before  the  American  Con- 
sul at  the  place  of  exportation,  all  goods  to  be 
entered  in  a  manifest  of  the  place  of  export,  (same 
as  in  the  coasting  trade,)  to  be  verified  before  the 
American  Consul,  if  any  ;  if  none,  before  the  col- 
lector, or  other  officer  having  the  superintendence 
of  the  customs. 

Answer.  Collectors  should  lie  instructed  to  de- 
signate particularly  the  packages  to  be  sent  to  the 
public  store  from  each  invoice,  for  examination. 
It  would  be  well  if  it  were  the  surveyor's  duty  to 
examine  every  package  exported  for  drawback. 

Question  lOth.  What  is  the  value  of  a  full  cargo 
of  woollen  and  cotton  goods  assorted  for  our  mar- 
ket; of  silks  and  linens  from  Europe  ;  of  silks  and 
nankeens  from  China ;  of  cotton  and  muslin  shawls 
from  Calcutta;  of  glassware  and  crates  from  Eu- 
rope? 

Answer.  This  question  can  only  be  answered 
by  application  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
or  applying  at  the  custom-house. 

Question  20th.  What  number  of  vessels  are  em- 
ployed in  the  direct  trade  with  England  (say  Amer- 
ican vessels)  from  the  port  of  New  York,  and  the 
usual  number  of  seamen  in  each  ? 


Answer.  We  refer  you  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  ;  we  are  unable  to  answer  it. 

CASH  PAYMENT  BILL. 

Question  1st.  Should  there  be  any  reduction  of 
the  present  credits? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question  2d.  If  anv,  state  what.  Examine  the 
bill  of  last  session.  There  are  three  parts  to  this 
bill. 

1.  The  abolition  of  credits  on  deposite,  for  six 
months,  on  some  articles,  and  diminishing  them 
on  others. 

2.  New  system  of  drawbacks. 

3.  The  deposite,  till  payment  of  duties. 
Point  out  the  alterations  under  each  item. 
Question  3d.  What,  in  your  opinion,  will  be  the 

effect  of  such  a  system  as  is  proposed  by  this  bill 
on  the  general  commerce  of  this  country  ? 

Question  4th.  How  will  it  affect  the  commerce 
in  the  hands  of  the  American  merchant? 

Answer  to  2d,  3d,  and  4th  questions.  A  reduc- 
tion of  credits  on  goods  to  three  and  six  months, 
with  increased  caution  in  taking  the  bonds  at  the 
custom-house,  would  have  on  the  general  interests 
of  the  country  a  beneficial  effect ;  we  believe  that 
it  would  be, productive  of  much  benefit  to  the 
Treasury,  and  likewise  to  the  mercantile  concerns 
of  the  country,  and  not  injurious  to  the  interests  of 
any  class  o\  citizens,  not  even  excepting  those 
who  are  the  immediate  objects  of  the  munificence 
of  Government.  The  reduction  of  credits  would 
tend  greatly  to  discourage  importations  on  foreign 
account,  and  give  the  command  of  the  American 
markets  to  our  own  citizens,  and  it  would  also 
tend  greatly  to  check  speculations. 

Question  5th.  Can  any  auction  bill  be  efficient 
with  the  present  credits  ?  What  is,  in  your  opin- 
ion, the  difference  between  the  expenses  of  an 
American  merchant  resident  in  New  York,  who 
sells  8100,000  a  year,  and  a  foreign  consignor  who 
ships  them  to  an  agent  in  New  York,  say  an  auc- 
tioneer? 

Answer.  A  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  on  sales  at 
auction  would  be  efficient,  without  any  alteration 
in  credits;  but  should  an  alteration  oe  made  by 
reducing  the  credits,  the  effect  of  that  act,  without 
the  duty  on  auction  sales,  would  be  offering  a  pre- 
mium or  bounty  on  the  capital  of  the  auctioneer, 
and  thereby  add  to  the  existing  evil.  After  care- 
fully estimating  the  difference  in  the  expenses  at- 
tending the  sale  of  8100,000  made  by  an  auction- 
eer for  account  of  a  foreign  consignor,  and  the 
same  amount  sold  by  an  American  merchant  at 
private  sale,  our  opinion  is,  that  the  foreign  con- 
signor has  the  advantage  over  the  American  mer- 
chant from  7^  to  10  per  cent. 

Question  6th.  What  is  the  average  difference  in 
the  quality  of  consigned  and  order  goods  ?  What 
difference  in  measurement? 

Answer.  The  difference  in  quality  of  goods  con- 
signed or  ordered  for  auction,  and  those  ordered 
by  the  regular  merchant  of  character,  taking  the 
difference  of  quality  and  measurement  into  esti- 
mation, a  less  sum  than  7^  to  10  per  cent,  cannot 
be  named  ;  it  is  often  much  more  than  that. 
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Question  7th.  If  you  think  the  bill  of  last  ses- 
sion goes  too  far,  What  would  you  say  to  the  old 
credits  of  the  year  1790  ? 
West  Indies,  four  months. 
Madeira  wine,  twelve  months. 
Teas  from  China,  twelve  months. 
All  other,  six  months. 

Answer.  As  it  respects  the  payment  in  cash  for  j 
the  greater  part  of  the  duties,  there  exists  a  great  j 
variety  of  opinions ;  many  are  for  cash  payments, 
many  for  reducing  the  credits,  and  many  for  their 
remaining  as  they  now  are.     Our  opinion  is,  that  \ 
cash  payments  would  be  inexpedient,  as  an  entire 
new  system  in  drawbacks  and  collection  of  the  i 
duties  must  be  adopted,  which  would  create  great 
difficulty,  and  would  be  extremely  embarrassing  j 
to  the  merchant.     By  shortening  the  credits,  the  i 
present  syj-tem  of  collecting  might  be  continued,  ' 
and  the  effect  would  be  that  Government  would  \ 
lose  nothing  compared  with  what  they  have  lost  | 
by  the  long  credits  now  given.     It  would  have 
tlie  further  effect  of  reducing  the  general  and  per- 
nicious system  of  long  credits  among  merchants, 
which  all  practical  commercial  men  admit  to  be 
necessary,  to  place  business  upon  a  sure  and  solid 
basis. 

We  see  no  propriety  in  making  a  distinction  in 
credits  on  goods  from  different  countries.  Why 
should  the  merchant  engaged  in  the  East  India 
trade,  who  is  the  overgrown  capitalist,  iiave  the 
extended  credit  of  twelve  months  on  his  duties, 
the  amount  of  v/hich  on  one  cargo  furnishes  nearly 
a  sufficient  capital  for  completing  another  voyage, 
before  his  bonds  are  payable  ?  His  goods  import- 
ed are  generally  of  the  most  ready  sale,  and  con- 
sidered almost  a  circulating  medium ;  his  sales 
are  through  the  auctioneer,  for  cash  or  approved 
paper,  which  he  anticipates  without  any  difficulty. 
Madeira  wines  are  mostly  imported  by  our  weal- 
thy merchants. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  credits  on  du- 
ties be  reduced  to  three  and  six  months  from  every 
quarter  of  the  world. 

Q,uestion  8th.  Would  a  diminution  of  credits 
tend  to  throw  too  great  a  proportion  of  our  for- 
eign commerce  into  the  hands  of  capitalists?  Dis- 
criminate under  the  following  heads  the  kind  of 
trade  which  is  carried  on  by  men  of  small  and 
large  capital : 

Importations  from  the  East  Indies;  importa- 
tions from  Europe ;  importations  from  the  West 
Indies. 

State  the  average  value  of  a  cargo  from  Can- 
ton, of  silks,  teas,  nankeens,  china,  &c. ;  from 
Calcutta,  of  piece  goods,  &c. ;  from  East  Indies, 
of  mauds  of  pepper,  spices,  sugar,  coffee,  &c. ; 
from  West  Indies,  of  rum,  sugar,  coffee,  molasses, 
pimento,  and  fruit;  from  Spanish  main,  of  wood, 
dye-stuffs,  hides,  ice. ;  from  Europe,  an  average 
cargo  from  England,  from  France,  from  the  Straits 
and  Levant,  and  from  other  parts  of  tlie  continent 
of  Europe. 

Of  the  above  cargoes,  which  sell  at  the  shortest 
credit  ? 

Which  branch  of  the  above  trade  would  be 
most  affected  by  prompt  payment  of  duties  ? 


Which  have  afforded  the  greatest  and  most  cer- 
tain profits  ? 

Which  is  carried  on  most  by  credit  in  propor- 
tion to  the  amount  of  importation — European, 
East  or  West  Indian  ? 

By  credit  is  meant  not  only  purchases  abroad  on 
credit,  but  loans  or  other  credit  at  home. 

Answer.  In  the  present  state  of  commerce,  and 
the  abundance  of  money  in  almost  every  seaport 
town  of  consequence  in  the  country,  we  believe 
that  the  effect  of  shortening  the  credit  on  duties 
would  by  no  means  tend  to  give  large  capitalists 
an  extraordinary  advantage  over  those  of  smaller 
capital,  or  more  than  they  now  enjoy ;  and  the 
reason  is  very  obvious:  security  must  be  given 
for  the  payment  of  the  duties,  and  upon  the  same 
security,  the  money  might  with  equal  facility  be 
realized  from  the  banks  or  individuals.  Tnose 
engaged,  in  the  East  India  and  China  trade  arc 
generally  considered  the  greatest  capitalists.  They 
would  be  most  affected  by  shortening  the  credit  on 
duties,  because  their  credits  for  duties  are  longer 
than  on  importations  from  any  other  part  of  the 
globe,  and  the  duties  bear  a  greater  proportion  to 
the  actual  cost  of  the  goods  than  from  any  other 
quarter. 

Importations  from  Europe,  especially  what  lit- 
I  tic  has  been  done  of  late  on  American  account,  is 
not  confined  to  large  capitalists,  and  thoM;  from 
!  the  West  Indies  are  mostly  on  consignment  for 
!  foreign  account ;  the  productions  from  the  latter 
!  are  sold  on  the  shortest  credit. 

The  other  inquiries  can  only  be  answered  from 
i  official  documents  and  records  of  the  custom- 
I  house. 

!  AUCTIO.N    BILL. 

Question  Ut.  What  alterations  would  be  proper 
in  the  auction  bill,  as  reported  last  Winter  ?  Ex- 
amine them  in  detail. 

Answer.  An  alteration  would  be  proper  requir- 

I  \Q^  auctioneers  to  pay  the  same  duty  on  all  the 
private  sales  as  on  the  public  sales  which  they  may 
effect,  as  they  are  now  by  law  compelled  to  do  in 
the  State  of  i\ew  York. 

Question  2d.  Would  you  recommend  the  :>ame 
duty  on  domestic  as  on  foreign  articles  of  nianu- 

i  facture  ? 

Answer.  It  is  deemed  of  great  importance  that 
the  duty  should  be  the  same  on  domestic  as  on  for- 

!  cign  articles. 

^      Question  3d.  Should  there  be  a  discrimination 

.  in  the  duty  on  manufactured  goods,  and  on  what 

I  are  generally  called  groceries,  as  sugar,  tea,  coffee, 

I  spirits,  wine,  and  drugs  ? 

!      Answer.  There  should  be  no  difference  between 

j  the  duty  on   groceries  and  olher^  goods   sold  at 

■  auction. 

Question  4th.  Amount  of  auction  sales  at  New 

I  York? 

Answer.  The  proportion  of  goods  sold  by  auc- 

;  tion  in  1820  was  greater  than  in  any  previous 
year.  The  amount  of  those  sales,  owing  to  the 
low  prices  of  goods,  may  be  less  than  in  some  pre- 
vious years ;  it  cannot  be  ascertained  till  the  an- 
nual return  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  State  is 
made,  in  February. 
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Question  5th.  Importations  on  foreign  account, 
for  1830,  compared  with  those  on  American  ? 

Answer.  From  information  and  inquiries,  which 
are  deemed  satisfactory,  from  two-thirds  to  three- 
fourths  of  the  whole  quantity  of  goods  imported 
in  1820  from  Europe  and  tne  West  Indies  were 
imported  on  foreign  account.  From  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland,  there  were  imported  of  dry 
goods  23,606  packages — 

Which  were  on  domestic  account  -        -       4,932 
On  foreign  account        .        _        -        -      18,674 


Total   - 


23,606 


ODJECTIONS  TO  AN  INCRE.\8E  OF  DUTIES 
ON  I. M PORTS. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  February  2,  1821.] 

Mr.  FoRHEssT,  from  the  Committee  on  Agricul- 
ture, to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
delegates  of  the  United  Agricultural  Societies  of 
Prince  George,  Sussex,  Surry,  Petersburg,  Bruns- 
wick, Dinwiddie.  and  Isle  of  Wight,  having  had 
the  same  under  consideration,  made  the  following 
report : 

The  committee  consider  it  a  duly  which  they 
owe  to  the  object  of  their  institution,  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  subjects  referred  to  in  the  memo- 
rial, to  the  character  of  the  memorialists  them- 
selves, and  to  the  threatened  interests  of  agricul- 
ture, to  present  a  full,  candid,  and  impartial  state- 
ment of  the  views  which  they  entertain  of  the 
policy  of  increasing  the  duties  esiabliihed  by  the 
present  tariff. 

Believing,  as  they  do,  that  the  agriculturists,  as 
the  most  numerous  portion  of  the  community,  are 
more  deeply  interested  than  any  other  class  in  the 
decision  of  this  question,  and  that  they  must  neces- 
sarily continue  to  be  so  for  many  ages  to  come, 
they  conceive  that  no  apology  will  be  required  if 
they  enter  somewhat  at  length  into  the  investiga- 
tion of  those  principles  which  the  policy  involves. 
Nor  will  such  a  course  be  deemed  incompatible 
with  the  object  for  which  the  committee  was 
originally  created,  which  they  suppose  was  not  so 
much  to  devise  and  propose  plans  for  the  positive 
encouragement  of  agriculture,  as,  by  a  vigilant 
exercise  of  their  functions,  to  guard  its  political 
interests  from  encroachment. 

The  committee  regard  the  question  presented  by 
the  proposed  tariff  as  one  of  the  most  important 
that  has  ever  been  offered  to  the  consideration  of 
Congress.  Important,  however,  as  this  question 
is,  when  considered  in  reference  to  the  change 
which  any  further  restrictions  on  trade  must  pro- 
duce in  our  foreign  relations,  it  is  yet  more  impor- 
tant when  viewed  in  reference  to  those  which  it 
would  effect  in  the  subsisting  relations  of  the  seve- 
ral classes  of  the  community ;  for,  even  if  the  favor- 
ite though  impracticable  and  useless  object  of  the 
friends  of  the  restrictive  system  could  be  realized — 
that  of  raising  the  prices  of  all  commodities,  al- 


though it  would  then  no  longer  be  a  question  as  to 
the  degree  of  intercourse  we  should  maintain  with 
other  countries,  but  there  would  be  no  intercourse 
at  all — for  commerce  never  goes  in  quest  of  dear 
commodities — and  the  sources  of  wealth,  intelli- 
gence, and  improvement,  derivable  from  an  inter- 
course with  the  rest  of  the  world,  would  be  entirely 
destroyed  ;  yet  this  evil,  great  as  it  is,  would  be 
inconsiderable  in  comparison  with  those  which 
the  system  would  produce  on  our  domestsc  pros- 
perity and  happiness  ;  in  other  words,  its  financial 
would  be  less  injurious  than  its  political  conse- 
quences. 

There  are  obviously  twoleading  points  of  view  in 
which  this,  as  well  as  other  restrictive  systems,  may 
be  considered — its  effect  to  increase  or  diminish  the 
national  wealth,  and  its  tendency  to  promote  inde- 
pendence and  happiness.  These  views,  though 
necessarily,  in  some  degree,  blended  with  each 
other,  are,  in  many  important  particulars,  distinct. 
But,  before  the  committee  enter  into  an  examina- 
tion of  the  system,  they  will  notice  briefly  some 
of  the  arguments  which  have  been  employed  to 
recommend  it,  which  they  believe  have  only  an  in- 
cidental and  collateral  connexion  with  the  subject, 
but  which  have  been  so  much  relied  on  by  the 
advocates  of  the  system  that  they  cannot  with  pro- 
priety be  overlooked. 

Among  the  most  prominent  of  these  is  the  argu- 
ment derived  from  the  productive  power  of  manu- 
facturing in  comparison  with  agricultural  and 
commercial  industry,  and  the  inducements  which 
the  quick  returns  of'^the  home  trade,  the  relative  in- 
crease of  population  in  Europe  and  America,  the 
local  advantages  we  possess,  in  having  at  our  com- 
mand all  the  chief  materials  for  manufacturing, 
the  obstacles  which  the  restrictions  other  nations 
oppose  to  an  intercourse  with  them,  and  many 
other  propitious  circumstances,  hold  out  to  the 
capitalist  to  embark  in  manufactures.  It  will  not 
now  be  attempted  to  claim  any  pre-eminence  for 
agriculture  and  commerce  over  manufactures,  or 
for  one  kind  of  trade  over  another.  The  latest 
and  most  judicious  speculations  on  this  subject 
tend  to  show  that  if  there  be  any  difference  at  all. 
it  is  much  less  than  has  been  imagined  ;  but  it  will 
merely  be  observed  that  all  those  arguments  which 
go  to  show  the  favorable  circumstances  under 
which  manufactures  may  be  commenced,  and  the 
disadvantages  under  which  they  must  be  procured 
from  abroad,  so  far  from  being  auxiliary  to  the 
system,  tend  directly  to  impeach  it;  for  the  ques- 
tion is,  not  the  desirableness  of  manufactures,  but 
the  expediency  and  legality  of  the  means  of  pro- 
moting them  ;  whether,  in  order  to  establish  them, 
we  must  not  part  with  something  still  more  desi- 
rable. Now,  all  those  arguments  which  go  to  prove 
that  we  can  do  without  the  aid  of  the  law,  are 
arguments  against  the  interference  of  law.  If  the 
times  and  circumstances  have  a  natural  tendency 
to  promote  the  objects  desired,  why  should  we 
seeK  to  obtain  them  prematurely,  and  by  oppressive 
means?  Such  arguments  are  undoubtedly  proper 
when  employed  to  persuade  the  capitalist  volunta- 
rily to  engage  in  manufactures;  but  they  are  ab- 
solutely  preposterous  when   used   to  induce  the 
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Governmont  to  assist  him,  by  taxing  the  rest  of 
the  community. 

Another  argument  has  been  founded  on  the  ne- 
cessity or  propriety  of  giving  relief  to  those  man- 
ufacturers who  were  induced,  by  the  state  of  things 
growing  out  of  the  late  war  and  the  measures  that 
preceded  it,  to  vest  their  capital  in  manufactures, 
and  who,  it  is  alleged,  have  suffered  since  the 
return  of  peace  for  want  of  sufficient  protection. 
This  claim  is  not  considered  as  well  founded,  be- 
cause it  is  derived  from  the  asseverations  of  the 
manufacturers  themselves  that  those  persons  were 
generally  compelled,  in  consequence  of  their  heavy 
losses,  to  sell  out  their  establishments,  at  a  consid- 
erable sacrifice,  so  that  their  present  proprietors  must 
now  hold  them  under  extremely  advantageous  cir- 
cumstances, and  the  proposed  relief  would  not  reach 
its  intended  objects.  But,  mdependently  of  this, 
the  principle  itself  is  too  capacious  to  be  admissi- 
ble. It  amounts  to  this:  the  Government  is  bound 
to  indemnify  its  citizens  for  all  losses  that  can  be 
remotely  connected  with  its  necessary  acts,  though 
they  have  been  produced  chiefly  by  their  own  vol- 
untary agency.  Such  a  principle  would  furnish 
just  as  good  a  claim  for  relief  to  the  farmer  and 
merchant  as  to  the  manufacturer.  The  diminish- 
ed price  of  agricultural  produce  during  the  war 
would  be  as  good  a  reason  for  relieving  the  agri- 
culturist, as  the  diminished  price  of  manufactured 
f (reduce  on  the  return  of  peace  would  be  for  re- 
ievin»  the  manufacturer.  Even,  therefore,  if  it 
could  oe  made  to  appear  that  an  improvident  spirit 
of  speculation  had  bo  share  in  producing  the  dis- 
tress of  the  manufacturers,  that  the  other  classes  of 
the  community  did  not  equally  participate  in  them, 
and  that  relief  would  reach  the  true  sufferers,  it 
would  be  inexpedient  to  grant  it,  to  say  nothing  at 
this  time  of  the  right  of  the  Government  thus  to 
relieve  one  class  by  taking  the  means  from  another. 

An  argument  which  is  not  deemed  by  the 
committee  as  material  in  the  investigation  of  this 
question,  but  which  has  been  perhaps  more  uni- 
versally relied  on  than  almost  any  other,  is  this : 
that  it  is  admitted  that  the  system  of  free  trade 
would  be  the  best,  provided  other  nations  would 
pursue  it;  but  it  is  said,  if  they  will  not  buy  of  us, 
so  neither  should  we  buy  of  them,  but  should 
meet  regulation  bv  regulation,  restriction  by  re- 
striction. It  is  di&cult  to  say  whether  this  argu- 
ment is  addressed  to  our  interest  or  to  our  honor, 
or  whether  it  is  addressed  to  either  ;  for  it  is  neither 
proposed,  by  the  adoption  of  the  restrictive  system ; 
on  our  part,  to  compel  foreign  nations  to  abandon 
it,  nor  is  it  proposed  to  retaliate  their  injuries,  with 
a  view  of  punishing  them  for  their  alleged  offence. 
Indeed,  so  far  from  its  being  contemplated  by  the 
manufacturers  to  coerce  other  nations  to  relin- 
quish their  restrictions,  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted 
that  such  an  event  would  occasion  great  regret, 
because  it  would  take  away  one  of  the  principal 
arguments  on  which  thev  have  relied  for  the  adop- 
tion of  their  policy,  whilst  other  considerations 
which  recommend  it  to  them  would  remain.  But 
in  whatever  the  advice  "  not  to  buy  of  foreigners 
unless  they  will  buy  of  us"  may  have  originated, 
it  is  evidently  worse  than  useless.     How  is  it  pos- 


sible that  we  should  boy  of  them  unless  they  buy 
of  us  ?     The  very  word  "  buy,"  implies  that  some- 
thing is  given  in  exchange  for  that  which  is  re- 
ceived ;  and  what  is  giving  in  exchange  but  "buy- 
ing ?"     That  foreigners  do  not  admit  our  products 
on  the  same  terms  that  we  admit  theirs,  does  not 
render  it  less  true,  that  in  our  intercourse  with 
them  there  is  a  complete  exchange  of  equivalents. 
Undoubtedly  the  foreign  system  is  injurious  to  us, 
and  it  is  certainly  not  less  so  to  themselves.   Every 
retaliatory  measure  on  either  side  iniures  both,  un- 
less it  has  the  effect  of  making  the  other  party 
recede,  and  even  then  the  injury  suffered  by  the 
retaliating  party  is  not  necessarily  counterbalanced 
by   the  good   received ;  but   to  adopt  restrictions 
with  any  other  view  than  to  force  other  nations 
to  abandon  them,  is  a  course  for  which  no  apology 
can  be  offered.     As  long  as  capital  continues  to  be 
employed  in  the  foreign  trade,  it  can  only  be  be- 
cause it  is  more  profitably  employed  than  it  could 
be  if  it  were  withdrawn.    It  would  be  very  unwise, 
because  a  portion  of  our  capital  is  not  so  advan- 
tageously employed  as  it  might  be  under  possible 
circumstances,  to  make  it  less  so  than  it  is;  be- 
cause we  cannot  make  things  better,  to  make  them 
worse.     Besides,   the  refusal  of  foreigners  to  re- 
ceive our  raw  produce  is  to  the  injury  of  the  agri- 
culturist, not  of  the  manufacturer.     The  object  of 
the  system,  therefore,  should   be   to  redress   the 
grievances  of  the  former,  not  those  of  the  latter. 
But  the  agriculturist  declares  that  he  does  not  ask 
the  assistance  of  the  Government ;  that  all  he  re- 
quires is  to  be  let  alone;  and  that  it  is  absolutely 
unjust  to  make  an  actual  grievance  the  pretext 
for  imposing  on  him  additional  burdens.     There 
app)ears  to  be  less  excuse  for  this  system  on  the 
score  of  honor  than  on  that  of  interest ;  yet  the 
appeal  to  honor  is  one  of  the  favorite  topics  of  the 
friends  of  restriction.     National  honor  is  too  often 
made  to  usurp  the  empire  of  reason  and  justice, 
and  to  decide  controversies  where  it  has  no  jurisdic- 
tion ;  and  on  no  occasion  have  its  just  prerogatives 
been  more  prostituted  and  abused  than  when  it  has 
been  made  to  extend  over  the  province  of  trade 
and  commerce,  which,  though  they  should  always 
be  guided  by  individual  honor,  and   indeed  can 
only  be  sustained  by  a  strict  adherence  to  its  prin- 
ciples, renounce  all  other  authority  but  that  of 
interest  in  questions  of  their  extent  or  direction. 
When  the  honor  of  the  nation  is  really  involved, 
the  agriculturists  will  be  among  the  last  to  aban- 
don It.     National,  like   individual   honor,  is   not 
averse  to  interest,  but  is  identified  with  it.     Na- 
tional, like  individual  honor,  is  reputation,  and 
reputation  is  power ;   it  is  safety   in   peace   and 
strength  in  war.     But  when  the  honor  of  an  indi- 
vidual or  a  nation  is  assailed,  it  is  by  the  violation 
of  some  indisputable  right  which  authorizes  the 
assailed  party  to  demand  redress,  and   if  it  is  not 
rendered   to  punish  the  assailant.     But  can  it  be 
pretended  that  any  indisputable  right  of  this  na- 
tion would  be  violated  by  the  refusal  of  foreigners 
to  receive  our  surplus  produce?     Is  it  not  the  un- 
doubted right  of  every  nation  to  adopt  whatever 
municipal  regulations  it  believes  necessary  for  its 
own  internal  administration?     As  well  might  it 
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be  said  that  an  individual  would  compromise  his 
honor  by  agreeing  to  purchase  an  article  of  his 
neighbor,  because  this  neighbor  refused  to  receive 
that  which  he  produced  in  return,  but  required 
him  first  to  commute  it  into  money.  Honor  has 
nothing  to  do  with  this  matter;  it  is  regulated,  as 
it  ought  to  be,  solely  by  convenience.  But  it  must 
be  again  repeated  that  it  is  incorrect,  in  point  of 
fact,  to  say  that  foreigners  do  not  purchase  of  us 
to  the  same  extent  that  we  purchase  of  them,  be- 
cause it  is  impo.ssible.  "There  can  be  no  buying 
without  an  equal  selling."  If  we  have  had  occa- 
sionally to  pay  them  a  balance  in  money,  it  is  no 
more  than  they  have  often  had  to  do  to  us ;  and  if 
it  always  happened  that  we  had  to  pay  some  na- 
tions a  balance  in  money,  it  would  not  alter  the 
case ;  for,  before  we  can  purchase  the  products  of 
any  nation  with  money,  we  must  previously  have 
purchased  that  money  of  other  nations  with  our 
products.  Our  most  invaluable  trade  with  the 
East  Indies  is  entirely  carried  on  with  money. 

Another  argument  has  been  founded  on  the  en- 
couragement which  it  is  alleged  has  been  given  by 
Congress  to  agriculture  and  commerce,  and  which, 
it  is  urged,  affords  an  equitable  claim  for  en- 
couragement to  manufactures.  It  will  hardly  be 
asserted  that  agriculture  and  commerce  have  re- 
ceived greater  aids  from  Government  than  manu- 
factures. With  respect  to  agriculture,  it  is  not 
admitted  that  Government  has  rendered  it  any 
service  whatever ;  and  it  is  moreover  believed  that 
it  cannot  render  it  any  service,  unless  it  be  to  re- 
move the  restrictions  which  oppress  it.  With  re- 
gard to  commerce,  it  is  alleged  that  it  has  been 
encouraged  in  two  ways — by  a  navy,  and  by  a 
system  of  commercial  regulations.  It  is  appre- 
hended that  the  true  and  legitimate  purpose  of  a 
navy  is  the  national  defence  ;  but  if  the  navy  can 
be  considered,  in  any  degree,  as  intended  to  protect 
commerce,  it  is  evidently  intended  to  protect  it, 
not  against  competition,  but  against  violence ;  and 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  navy,  and  the  army 
too,  would  be  employed  to  protect  manufactures, 
if  they  were  assailed  by  violence.  Even  in  this 
point  of  view,  it  is  not  believed  to  be  the  true  policy 
of  this  nation  to  create  an  immense  overgrown 
navy  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce  in  distant 
seas,  but  to  confine  it  to  such  limits,  when  it  shall 
be  deemed  to  have  attained  them,  as  is  compatible 
with  the  national  defence.  Whether  those  regu- 
lations and  acts  were  intended  to  encourage  the 
commerce  and  navigation  of  the  country  involve 
a  departure  from  the  maxims  of  letting  things 
alone,  and  of  not  taxing  one  class  for  the  support  of 
another,  the  committee  are  not  called  on  now  to 
decide  ;  but,  passing  over  the  argument  for  the  nav- 
igation laws,  that  they  were  intended  to  be  sub- 
servient to  national  defence,  by  creating  a  nursery 
for  our  seamen,  and  regarding  them  purely  as  com- 
mercial regulations,  the  encouragement  they  are 
designed  to  afford  to  commerce  and  navigation 
differs,  both  in  nature  and  degree,  from  that  which 
has  been  already  given,  and  which  it  is  proposed 
still  further  to  extend  to  manufactures.  A  nation 
adopting  a  restrictive  system,  with  a  riew  of  co- 
ercing another  nation  to  abandon  it,  is  very  differ- 


ent from  its  adopting  it  as  a  permanent  part  of  its 
policy,  under  the  delusive  idea  of  promoting  na- 
tional wealth  and  independence.  It  proposes  only 
to  forego  present  for  the  sake  of  future  and  greater 
advantages.  Undoubtedly,  even  in  this  ca.'ie,  it 
should  be  certain  that  the  means  selected  will  in- 
sure success ;  that  success  will  pay  for  the  sacri- 
fices made  to  obtain  it ;  and  that  it  can  be  obtained 
in  no  better  way.  How  far  the  navigation  laws 
will  fulfil  these  conditions,  time  will  fully  decide. 

It  has  also  been  urged,  that  when  a  nation  has 
peculiar  advantages  for  particular  manufactures, 
and  is  ripe  for  them  in  every  respect  but  that  of 
skill,  the  Government  should  afford  such  protec- 
tion as  will  procure  that  skill.  The  propriety  of 
the  proposed  tariff  does  not  depend  on  the  trutn  of 
this  position  ;  for,  in  the  production  of  many  of  the 
articles  on  which  it  is  proposed  to  increase  the  du- 
ties, we  already  equal  other  nations  in  skill,  and, 
in  others,  the  duties  are  more  than  sufficient  to 
obtain  it.  But,  it  is  asked,  where  is  the  propriety 
of  the  distinction  which  would  make  the  nation 
pay  for  a  deficiency  in  skill  more  than  in  any  thing 
else  ?  The  only  ground  on  which  any  one  would 
think  of  justifying  the  policy  which  would  make 
either  an  individual  or  a  nation  the  purchaser  of 
this  skill,  or  of  any  other  requisite,  would  be,  that 
the  temporary  loss  occasioned  by  the  purchase 
would  be  repaid  when  it  was  completely  acquired. 
But  does  this  prove  that  the  nation  should  be  the 
purcha.ser  ?  Is  it  not  more  consistent  with  justice 
that  the  capitalist,  who  is  to  derive  the  benefit  of 
the  acquisition,  should  make  the  sacrifices  neces- 
sary to  obtain  it?  If  his  capital  is  insufficient, 
the  nation  might  as  well  be  expected  to  supply  that, 
as  to  supply  the  skill  it  employs. 

The  foregoing  are  some  of  the  principal  argu- 
ments which  have  been  resorted  to  in  support  of 
the  manufacturing  system,  and  which  the  com- 
mittee think  have  little  to  do  with  the  real  merits 
of  the  question.  It  is  not  a  complete  enumeration 
of  all  of  that  description,  and  it  is  hoped  that  no 
excuse  is  necessary  for  not  attempting  to  achieve 
such  an  enumeration.  They  therefore  approach, 
with  satisfaction,  what  they  consider  as  the  true 
question  involved  in  the  proposed  alteration  of  the 
tariff;  namely,  will  the  national  wealth  be  aug- 
mented or  diminished ;  and,  if  it  will  be  dimin- 
ished, are  there  any  advantages  which  will  com- 
pensate for  the  sacrifice?  And  they  will  undertake 
to  show,  not  only  that  the  necessary  effect  of  such 
an  alteration  is  to  diminish,  both  immediately  and 
ultimately,  the  national  wealth,  but  that,  so  far 
from  there  being  any  compensatory  circumstances, 
it  is  even  more  objectionable  in  other  points  of 
view  than  as  a  question  of  loss  or  gain ;  and  that 
the  distribution  of  the  wealth  of  the  nation  which 
it  will  effect  will  be  more  injurious  than  the  dimi- 
nution. 

The  committee  have  endeavored  to  divest  the 
subject  of  all  extraneous  considerations,  with  a 
view  of  giving  to  their  arguments  a  greater  degree 
of  precision ;  and  they  conceive  that,  if  the  posi- 
tions they  haveassumed  can  be  clearly  established, 
by  a  fair  deduction  from  the  most  indisputable 
principlec,  they  will  save  themselves  the  necessity 
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of  replying  in  detail  to  a  multiplicity  of  irrelevant 
arguments  which  have  been  employed  in  defence  ^ 
of  the  restrictive  system. 

The  first  view  of  the  subject,  that  which  relates 
to  the  national  wealth,  presents  a  question  strictly 
of  political  economy.   The  second,  that  connected 
with  our  independence  and  happiness,  is  partly  a 
question  of  political  economy,  and  partly  one  of 
general  policy.    The  committee  will  not,  at  the 
expense  of  precision  and  force,  encumber  their 
arguments  with  numerous  statistical   facts    and 
arithmetical  calculations.   Such  calculations  often 
have  a  tendency  to  mislead  instead  of  to  ins^truct ; 
and  the  facts  which  are  best  established  have,  af- 
ter all,  to  be  explained  by  the  application  of  gen- 
eral principles.    It  is  pre-eminently  the  case  in  the 
controversy  between  the  manufacturers  and  their 
opponents,  that  the  data  which  they  have  respect- 
ively relied  on  for  the  support  of  their  opinions 
have  always  been  considered,  by  the  opposite  par- 
ty, either  as  proving  nothing,  or  as  proving  directly 
in*  reverse  of  what  was  intended.     This  can  only 
be  accounted  for  by  the  supposition,  that  the  gen- 
eral principles  of  one  or  the  other  party,  which 
they  apply  to  the  explanation  of  these  data,  are 
erroneous.     It  will  be  attempted  to  show  that  the 
principles  on  which  the  restrictive  system  is  op- 
posed are  not  liable  to  this  charge ;  and  that  the 
soundest  and  most  incontrovertible  maxims  of  po- 
litical economy — maxims  derived  from  the  impar- 
tial observation  of  facts,  from  accurate  analysis, 
and  from  long  and  diversified  experience — warrant 
this  opposition  in  its  greatest  extent.     They  are 
aware  tnat  those  who  appeal  to  general  principles 
render  themselves  liable  to  the  charge  of  theory, 
by  those  who   lay  claim   to  exclusive   practical 
knowledge;  and,  as  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of 
unmeaning  declamation  against  the  opponents  of 
the  manufacturing  system  on  this  common-place, 
they  will  very  briefly  examine  its  justice.      The- 
ory is  not  the  opposite  of  experience,  for  it  may 
be  strictly  deduced  from  experience.     It  is  noth- 
ing more  than  a  system  of  general  rules,  found- 
ed on  the  observation   of  particular  facts,  or  it 
is  such  a  system  founded  on  hypothesis.      In  the 
one  case  it  is  true — in  the  other  it  is  generally 
false.     But  this  character  of  truth  or  falsehood  is 
not  peculiar  to  theory  ;  it  belongs  equally  to  prac- 
tice.  Practice  may  be  true  or  false ;  that  is,  it  may 
be  sound  or  unsound,  good  or  bad ;  but  all  good 
practice  must  be  founded  on  true  theory.     It  is  not 
enough,  then,  to  say  that  an  opinion  or  a  system 
is  a  theory ;  it  must  be  proved  that  it  is  a  false 
theory ;  that  it  is  not  the  rigorous  result  of  an  at- 
tentive examination  of  facts.     And,  in  attempting 
to  prove  it,  it  will  not  suffice  to  oppose  to  it  a  sin- 
gle repugnant  fact  or  doubtful  experiment,  or  even 
many  such  facts  and  experiments,  without  show- 
ing in  what  respects  they  are  incompatible  with 
the  theory — where  the  error  lies — in  what  its  false- 
hood consists.     The  committee  must,  however,  be 
permitted  to  observe,  that  the  charge  of  theory 
comes  with  but  little  propriety  from  the  manufac- 
turers.    Their  notions  of  a  home  market,  balance 
of  trade,  national  industry,  and   their  doctrines 
generally,  involve  theories  which  are  not  only  not 


'  founded  in  facts,  or  even  plausible  hypothesis,  but 
are  in  direct  opposition  to  all  experience.     But  to 

'  come  at  once  to  the  subject. 

The  first  position  that  it  will  be  attempted  to 
prove  is,  that  the  necessary  effect  of  an  increase  of 
duties  is  to  diminish,  both  immediately  and  ulti- 
mately, the  amount  of  national  wealth.  The  loss, 
however,  of  the  nation,  the  loss  of  those  who  pay 
the  duties,  and  the  gain  of  those  who  receive  them, 
do  not  always  correspond,  but  vary  with  particular 
circumstances.  In  what  manner  this  loss  and 
gain  are  distributed  in  society  will  be  best  illus- 
trated by  an  example.  If,  for  instance,  a  com- 
munity of  four  persons  were  engaged  in  an  occu- 
pation which  enabled  them  to  realize  six  per  cent, 
on  equal  capitals,  and  three  of  them  were  to  give 
the  fourth  one  per  cent.,  or  one-third  of  one  per 
cent,  each,  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  an  employ- 
ment in  which,  unassisted,  he  could  only  malce 
five  per  cent.,  it  is  evident  that  the  loss  of  the  con- 
tributors would  be  one  per  cent.,  and  that  l^would 
be  exactly  the  loss  of  the  community,  whilst  the 
gain  of  the  receiver  would  be  nothing ;  and  unless 
that  part  of  his  profits  which  he  received  from  the 
others  was  as  productively  employed  ms  it  was  by 
them,  he  might  be  a  loser,  and  thus  still  further 
augment  the  loss  of  the  community.  But  this  i^ 
a  case  that  would  not  be  apt  to  occur.  The  fourth 
individual  must  have  something  more  than  six 
per  cent.,  which  he  already  made,  to  induce  him 
to  abandon  his  old  occupation,  and  pursue  a  new 
one — say  seven  per  cent.  In  this  case,  the  others 
would  have  to  pay  his  two-thirds  of  one  per  cent, 
each.  It  is  obvious,  now,  that  the  loss  of  the  con- 
tributors would  be  two  per  cent.,  that  the  gain  of 
the  receiver  would  be  one  per  cent.,  and  that  it 
would  correspond  with  the  loss  of  the  community, 
which  would  also  be  one  per  cent.,  or  the  differ- 
ence between  the  productive  value  of  his  old  and 
new  employment.  If  this  bounty  were  given  to 
induce  an  individual  to  continue  an  occupation  in 
which  he  was  already  engaged,  then,  although 
the  contributor  would  lose  all  he  paid,  and  the  re- 
ceiver would  gain  it,  the  community  would  lose 
nothing,  as  there  would  only  be  a  transfer  of  wealth 
from  one  to  another.  This,  however,  would  not 
be  the  case  with  a  manufacture  thus  continued  by 
a  bounty.  There  would  be  an  immediate  loss,  oc- 
casioned bv  the  increased  cost  of  consumption  ; 
nor  would  it  be  possible  to  make  one  employment 
so  much  more  profitable  than  another,  without  its 
attracting  capital  from  that  other;  and  this  would 
be  the  source  of  innumerable  other  losses,  hereafter 
to  be  noticed.  In  the  case  that  has  been  stated,  it 
is  clear  that  the  loss  of  the  contributors  is  exactly 
what  they  pay ;  the  gain  of  the  receiver  is  their 
loss,  less  the  difference  between  the  productive 
value  of  his  old  and  new  employment,  and  the  loss 
of  the  community  is  precisely  this  difference.  In 
manufactures,  such  would  be  the  operation  of  a 
duty  that  was  prohibitory;  a  duty  that  was  merely 
protective  would  permit  a  portion  of  the  commo- 
dities consumed  to  be  bought  of  foreigners,  and 
thus  a  part  of  it  would  go  into  the  treasury.  This 
would  not  vary  the  proportion  of  the  loss  and  gain 
of  the  contributors  and  receivers,  but  would,  in 
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some  degree,  increase  the  loss  of  the  community, 
as  composed  of  both,  as  this  portion  of  the  duty 
would  be  less  productively  employed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment than  It  would  have  been  had  it  remained 
in  the  hands  of  either  of  the  parties.  This  does 
not  prove  that  prohibitory  are  better  than  protect- 
ing duties.  There  are  other  consequences  which 
make  duties  injurioui  in  proportion  to  their  amount. 
All  these  observations  may  be  applied  (mvtatis 
vmtajulis)  to  the  consumers,  the  manufacturers, 
and  the  nation,  under  the  protecting-duty  sys- 
tem. Two  descriptions  of  persons  would  derive 
the  benefit ;  a  few  who  continue  their  old  employ- 
ment, and  a  great  many  who  engage  in  new 
ones.  In  both  cases,  the  loss  of  the  consumer  is 
what  he  pays,  and  is  unredeemed  by  any  circum- 
stances whatever.  In  the  first  case,  the  loss  of  the 
nation  arises  from  the  increased  cost  of  consump- 
tion ;  in  the  second,  it  arises  from  this  cause,  and 
the  diminished  productive  value  of  the  new  em- 
ployments of  society.  In  the  first  case,  the  gain 
of  the  manufacturer  is  the  loss  of  the  consumer, 
less  the  increased  cost  of  his  own  consumption ; 
in  the  second,  it  is  thb  loss  diminished  by  the  same 
cause,  and  the  diminished  productive  value  of  his 
labor.  But,  besides  these  direct  losses,  there  are 
others  indlfi'ect  and  collateral,  which  are,  however, 
not  less  inevitable ;  losses  which  affect  the  con- 
sumers, and,  in  some  degree,  ultimately  reach  the 
manufacturers  themselves. 

Whenever  one  employment  becomes  more  pro- 
fitable than  another,  capital  will  desert  the  less  for 
the  more  profitable.  Every  such  change,  how- 
ever, In  attended  with  the  loss,  generally,  of  the 
whole  of  the  fixed,  and  a  portion  of  the  circulating, 
capital  of  the  deserted  occupation.  But  it  is  easy 
to  perceive  that  a  duty  on  a  single  article  may 
occasion  the  loss  of  several  such  capitals.  If,  for 
example,  by  a  duty  on  foreign  boots  and  shot's,  we 
prevent  a  certain  quantity  from  being  brought 
mto  the  country,  we  immediately  destroy  the 
market  for  the  commodities  which  were  given  in 
exchange  for  them;  and  if  this  is  a  manufactured 
article,  we  then  destroy  the  market  for  the  agri- 
cultural product,  which  constitutes  its  basis;  so 
that  the  loss  falls  ultimately  on  agriculture.  Now, 
if  the  agriculturists  who  are  thus  thrown  out  of 
employment  become  boot  and  shoemakers,  there 
would  be  the  loss  of  only  one  capital;  but  if,  as  is 
more  probable,  they  should  apply  themselves  to 
some  other  branch  of  agricultural  industry,  as 
being  more  analogous  to  their  recent  occupation, 
and,  for  the  same  reason,  the  additional  boots  and 
shoes  required  were  made  by  labor  and  capital 
taken  from  the  saddle  and  harness  business,  there 
would  be  the  loss  of  two  capitals.  It  is  not  diffi- 
cult to  perceive  that  the  loss  might  be  extended  to 
a  greater  number.  Perhaps  it  may  be  said  that 
this  loss  would  be  repaired  by  the  superior  profits 
of  the  new  employment ;  but  this  would  not  be  the 
The  new  employment*,  except  those  which 


case. 


were  the  objects  of  the  bounty,  would  be  less  pro- 
fitable than  the  old  ones.  If  they  were  equally  so, 
there  would  still  be  the  loss  of  the  whole  of  the 
fixed  capital,  which  would  be  entirely  sunk.  The 
committee  have  already  noticed  that  cause  of  loss 


which  arises  from  a  diminution  of  skill,  and  the 
other  facilities  of  production.  This  great  and  in- 
evitable source  of  loss  is  embraced  in  what  has 
been  said  of  the  diminished  productive  powers  of 
the  new  employments  of  the  community.  They 
have  also  noticed  that  source  of  loss  which  arises 
from  the  unproductive  employment  of  that  portion 
of  the  duty  which  is  paid  into  the  treasury,  and 
which,  if  it  remained  in  the  hands  of  individuals, 
would  be  devoted  to  reproduction,  and  augment 
the  national  wealth.  As,  however,  we  must  have 
revenue,  this  loss  is  only  to  be  objected  to  when 
duties  are  excessive.  But  there  is  another  source 
of  loss  in  the  constant  tendency  of  the  system  to 
diminish  production,  and,  of  course,  accumnla- 
tion.  The  increased  cost  of  consumption,  how- 
ever, which  is  one  of  the  means  by  which  this 
effect  is  produced,  will  affect  chiefly  the  laboring 
classes  and  the  raisers  of  raw  produce.  Every 
thing  on  which  the  wages  of  labor  are  expended, 
except  the  products  of  agriculture,  will  rise  in 
price;  but  labor  itself  cannot  rise,  and  may  fall, 
for  the  demand  for  labor  created  by  the  new  em- 
ployments will  be  more  than  supplied  by  that 
thrown  out  of  the  old  ones;  and  thus  the  comforts 
of  the  laborer,  who  will  have  to  purchase  dearer 
articles  with  smaller  means,  will  be  materially 
impaired.  It  is  thought,  too,  that  the  value  of 
money  must  be  proportionally  higher  in  a  country 
which  pursues  this  system;  and  this  is  another 
circumstance  which  must  injuriously  affect  the 
wages  of  labor.  In  the  infancy  of  manufactures, 
too,  the  coarser  kinds  being  first  produced,  the  tax 
is  chiefly  borne  by  the  poor  who  consume  them. 
This  evil  is  increased,  too,  by  the  manner  in 
which  the  duties  are  adjusted  on  the  finer  and 
coarser  manufactures;  for,  in  the  present,  as  well 
as  in  the  proposed  tariff,  the  duties  are  much 
higher  on  the  latter  than  on  the  former.  On 
coarse  and  on  fine  cottons,  for  example,  there  is  a  _ 
difference  of  not  less  than  twenty-three  or  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  in  favor  of  the  latter;  on  common- 
glass  tumblers,  and  on  cut  glass  tumblers  and  de- 
canters, a  difference  of  from  27  to  39  per  cent,  in 
favor  of  the  cut  glass.  The  duty  on  molasses  and 
on  brown  sugar,  if  the  proposed  tariff  is  adopted, 
will  be  about  100  per  cent,  on  the  cost ;  on  salt 
120  per  cent.,  and  on  many  other  articles,  con- 
sumed chiefly  by  the  poor,  the  duties  will  be  op- 
pressively heavy.  It  has  been  estimated,  by  a  very 
intelligent  writer,  that  the  duties  which  would  be 
paid  under  this  new  tariff,  by  the  great  body  of  the 
people,  would  not  average  less  than  75  per  cent, 
on  articles  of  necessity ;  whilst  the  duties  on  arti- 
cles of  luxury,  used  by  the  rich,  would  not  amount 
to  more  than  30  per  cent.  To  tax  the  poor  for 
the  benefit  of  the  poor  would  be  bad  enough  ;  but 
to  lax  them  for  tne  benefit  of  the  rich  is  intoler- 
able. This  oppressive  operation  of  the  system  on 
the  poorer  and  laboring  class  is  one  of  its  least 
pleasing  effects,  and,  when  we  consider  their  rela- 
tive number  to  the  capitalists,  it  is  one  of  the  most 
alarming ;  for,  independently  of  its  political  con- 
sequences, nothing  can  be  more  unfavorable  to 
accumulation  than  inequality  of  wealth.  There 
is  always  proportionally  less  of  the  income  of  the 
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wealthy  devoted  to  reproduction,  because  there  is 
more  of  it  expended  on  factitious  wants  ;  on  those 
luxuries  which  have,  besides  the  pernicious  effect 
of  producing  imitation  on  the  part  of  the  poor, 
and  of  bringing  in  their  train  the  extravagant  ex- 
penditure of  the  Grovernment,  which,  it  is  well 
Known,  when  it  once  begins,  never  stops. 

Diminished  consumption  must   necessarily  di- 
minish production  ;  but  it  is  dinimished  in  another 
way,  and  that  is  by  the  decreased  price  of  agricul- 
tural produce.     This  effect  of  the  system  is  inevi- 
table; yet,  strange  to  tell,  the  increased  price  of 
agricultural  produce  has  been  one  of  those  delu- 
sive promises  made  use  of  to  recommend  it;  and, 
still  stranger  to  tell,  one  that  a  great  many  have 
believed  in.     The  home  market  has  been  talked 
of,  and  its  mysterious  virtues  have  been  highly 
extolled,  though  no  one  has  shown  the  fashion  of 
operating  of  this  wonder-working  agent.    The  fol- 
lowing considerations,  it  is   believed,  will  show 
how  completely  fallacious  are  the  expectations  of 
any  beneht  from  such  a  source.     If  the  price  of 
commodities  is  regulated  by  the  relations  of  supply 
and  demand,  (and  their  market  price  undoubtedly 
is,)  then,  provided  the  number  of  consumers  in 
the  country  remain  the  same  after  the  adoption  of 
the  system  as  before,  inasmuch  as  we  shall  be 
deprived  of  the  foreign  market  to  the  same  extent 
that  we  cease  to  purchase,  (for  foreigners  cannot 
buy  of  us  unless  we  buy  of  them,)  the  relation  of 
the  supply  to  the  demand  must  be  increased  ;  con- 
sequently, there  can  be  no  rise  of  price,  but  there 
must  be  a  fall.     But  we  are  told  that  foreigners 
are  to  be  attracted  hither  by  this  system.  Although 
it  can  scarcely  be  imagined,  in  any  event,  that  as 
many   would   be  attracted   hither   as  we  supply 
abroad,  let  us  admit  that  this  might  be  the  case  ; 
then  the  relation  of  supply  and  demand  would  be 
unaltered,  and  consequently  prices  cannot  rise,  but 
must  remam  stationary.     The  only  conceivable 
mode  by  which  the  relation  of  supply  and  demand 
could  be  altered,  would  be  by  a  portion  of  the 
persons  who  were  employed  in  agriculture  leaving 
It  to  engage  in  manufactures.     It  might  readily 
be  conceded  that,  if  the  same  quantity  of  manu- 
factures could  be  consumed  in  the  country  after 
the  adoption  of  the  system  as  was  consumed  be- 
fore, as,  from  diminished  skill,  a  greater  number 
of  hands  would  be  required  to  produce  them,  the 
consumers  of  agricultural  produce  would  be  mul- 
tiplied ;  but  we  have  already  seen  that  this  could  not 
be  the  case,  because  the  cost  of  consumption  would 
be  vastly  increased,  and  the  means  diminished. 
But  the  committee  deny,  distinctly,  that  any  such 
change  in   the   relation  of  supply  and  demand 
could  be  produced  by  an  increase  of  duties ;  or, 
if  it  could,  that  those  duties  could  have  the  ef- 
fect to    raise  the  price  of  one  kind  of  agricul- 
tural   produce   but   at    the   expense   of  another, 
or   to  raise  the  price  of  any  kind   permanently 
at  all.     Suppose,  for  instance,  a  duty  is  laid  on 
the    raw  cotton   of   other  countries;    it   is    evi- 
dent  that,    if  it   has   the  effect   to  diminish  the 
quantity  imported,  it  must  destroy  the  market  for 
ttie  commodities  with  which  it  was  purchased. 
Let  us  admit  that  its  immediate  effect  would  be 


to  enhance  the  price  of  raw  and  of  manofaetured 

cotton,  (and  if  it  would,  it  must  be  enhanced 
to  all  its  consumers ;  to  the  manufacturer  him- 
self, so  far  as  he  is  a  consumer,  and  even  to  the 
planter,  who  is,  however,  made  to  pay  back  on 
the  fabric  what  the  manufacturer  advanced  on  the 
raw  article,  the  market  price  of  commodities  is 
increased  by  increased  demand  or  diminished  sup- 
ply; their  natural  price  can  only  be  increased  in 
consequence  of  its  becoming  neces>ary  to  bestow 
on  them  an  additional  quantity  of  labor.  Now, 
it  is  evident  that,  in  a  country  where  lands  of  the 
first  quality  are  not  all  in  cultivation,  the  addi- 
tional quantity  required  to  satisfy  the  demand 
would  be  produced  almost  immediately,  and  that 
the  price  could  not  be  permanently  increased ;  and, 
if  it  were  increased,  it  must  be  observed,  that  it 
would  be  at  the  expense  of  that  agricultural  pro- 
duct which  has  been  displaced.  It  would  be  pro- 
duced, too,  without  the  necessity  of  resorting  to 
poorer  lands,  so  that  the  cost  of  production  re- 
maining the  same,  there  would  be  no  increase  of 
its  natural  price.  Indeed,  is  it  not  obvious  that, 
if  labor  is  made  to  leave  agriculture  for  manufac- 
tures, the  poorest  lands  will  be  deserted  first,  and 
that  the  cost  of  production,  therefore,  instead  of 
being  increased,  would  be  lessened?  This,  per- 
haps, might  be  an  advantage,  provided  the  labor 
and  capital  taken  from  agriculture  were,  inde- 
pendently of  the  bounties  they  receive,  as  product- 
ively employed  as  they  were  before;  but  this,  it 
has  already  been  shown,  would  not  be  the  case. 
Even  if  the  products  of  that  labor  and  capital,  in 
consequence  of  the  bounties  paid  on  them,  and  the 
increased  cost  of  consumption,  had  a  greater  ex- 
changeable value,  it  is  not  the  exchangeable  value 
of  the  products  of  a  country  which  constitutes  its 
wealth,  but  their  quantity  and  utility.  But,  even 
if  it  were  admitted  that  poorer  lands  would  have 
to  be  resorted  to  in  order  to  produce  the  additional 
supply,  it  is  maintained  that,  with  respect  to  those 
commodities  that  go  abroad  in  the  great  marts  of 
the  world,  and  there  come  into  competition  with 
similar  commodities  of  other  countries,  it  is  not 
the  cost  of  production  here,  but  in  that  country 
where  they  are  produced  with  the  greatest  quan- 
tity of  labor,  that  regulates  their  natural  price.  It 
will  no  doubt  be  said,  if  such  is  the  effect  of  com- 
petition to  reduce  the  price  of  agricultural  pro- 
ducts, why  will  it  not  reduce  the  price  of  manu- 
factured produce?  For  this  obvious  reason:  that 
the  field  of  production  is  limited  in  the  one,  and  is 
unlimited  in  the  other;  that  the  cost  of  production 
cannot  be  increased  in  the  one,  and  may  be  vastly 
increased  in  the  otiier.  As  the  expectation  that 
domestic  manufactures  will  be  reduced,  by  com- 
petition, to  an  equality  of  price  with  foreign  manu- 
factures, has  been  held  out  to  allay  our  apprehen- 
sions 01  this  system,  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
examine  on  what  it  is  founded.  It  is  denied  that 
competition  can  produce  a  permanent  diminution 
of  price.  It  may  undoubtedly  reduce  the  market 
price  for  a  time,  but  it  cannot  reduce  the  natural 
price;  and  the  former  cannot  permanently  remain 
below  the  latter.  Competition  may  produce  a 
glut  in  the  market,  and  thus  bring  prices  so  low 
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as  not  to  repay  the  expense  of  production  ;  but  it 
is  evident  that  this  state  of  things  must  be  tempora- 
ry ;  there  must  be  some  profit,  or  the  business  cannot 
be  carried  on.     It  is  the  increased  facility  in  produ- 
cing an  article  which  alone  can  diminish  the  price. 
Domestic  will  never  be  sold  lower  than  foreign 
manufactures  until  we  equal  foreigners  in  skill, 
and  in  all  thosecircuaisfanres  which  enter  into  the 
cost  of  production.     When  we  equal  them  in  these 
respects,  (as  we  probably  will  after  a  long  series 
of  years,)  we  may,  indeed,  then  undersell  them, 
by  the    difference  in    the   cost  of  transportation. 
But  what  shall  we  gain  by  this  ?     It  willnot  even 
pay  for  the  destruction  of  the  capital  employed  in 
the  transportation;  never  will  it  compensate  for 
that  waste  of  income   and  of  capital,   and   the 
other  incalculable  losses  which  will  ensue  from 
the  system.     The   whole   of  this  reasoning  will 
doubtless  be  controverted    by  the   declaration  of 
the  fact  that  cotton  goods  are  now  lower  in  this 
country  than  they  were  before  the  present  tariff 
was  adopted.     Here,  as  in    many  instances,  we  | 
agree  in   the  fact,  but  differ  in  the  principles  by 
which  it  must  be  explained.     The  manufacturers  j 
ascribe  it  to  competition  ;  their  opponents  ascribe  , 
it  to  the  fall  in  the  price  of  the  raw  material  and  t 
of  labor,   to  greater   facility   in  production,  and 
to  the  general  stagnation  or  trade  ;  and  this  rea- 
soning is  corroborated  by  the  fact  that  the  fall 
in  this  article  has  been  general  all  over  the  world.  ' 
Still,  the  ratio  of  the  fall  in  this  country  and  in  ' 
England    being   about  the   same,   and  th?   duty 
nearly  or  quite  prohibitory,  English  cottons  can  ' 
not  be  imported.     If  the  duty  was  taken  off,  or 
even  considerably  diminished,  we  should  undoubt- 
edly see  that  coarse  cottons  would  be  still  lower 
than  they  are  at  this  time.     As  to  the  assertion  ' 
that  the  price  of  raw  cotton  in   this  country  is 
kept  up  one  or  two  cents  higher  in  consequence  of 
the  competition  of  the  American  with  the  English  i 
manufacturers,  it  is  totally  gratuitous.     It  is  ut- 
terly useless  to  talk  of  underselling  foreigners  until  : 
we  can  produce  the  article  at  less  cost;  the  thing  j 
is  impossible.    Nor  is  it  desirable  that  we  should  i 
ever  undersell  foreign  manufacturers;  for,  in  order  | 
to  do  so,  we  must  not  only  equal  them  in  skill,  I 
machinery,  ingenuity,  industry,  dec,  but  we  must 
equal  them  in  human  degradation  and  wretched- 
ness.    We  must  drive  our  laborers  from  the  fields, 
from  the  beauties  and  bounties  of  nature,  to  those 
dismal  and  demoralizing  abodes,  where  they  sink 
into  hopeless  stupidity  and  penury,  or  where  want 
goads  ingenuity  to  reluctant  exertion  for  a  scanty 
subsistence,  and  where  the  health  and  morals  fre- 
quently become   victims   to  hard  and    untimely 
labor,   and   the   imperious   laws  of  poverty  and 
hunger. 

Another  source  of  loss  is  in  the  tendency  of  this 
svstem  to  drive  commercial  capital  abroad,  and 
this  it  will  much   more  probably  do  than  attract 
manufacturing  capital  hither,  as  well  from  the  ; 
superior  facility  of  its  removal,  as  from  the  distrust 
which  the  system  is  calculated  to  produce  in  the 
equity  of  the  Government  and  stability  of  its  pol- 
icy ;  to  which,  perhaps,  may  be  added  the  induae-  I 
ments  afforded  by  the  vast  fields  of  industry  which  • 
16th  Con.  2d  Sess 53 


the  enlightened  policy  of  other  nations  will  prob- 
ably, at  no  very  distant  period,  open  to  commer- 
cial enterprise.  It  is  believed  that  the  prevalence 
of  sound  principles  of  political  economy,  and  the 
light  of  returning  reason,  have  produced  a  dispo- 
sition in  all  the  commercial  nations  of  the  world 
to  restore  <he  system  of  free  trade,  and  that  they 
arc  only  prevented  from  returning  to  it  at  once 
by  the  consideration  that  the  sudden  abandonment 
of  a  system  so  interwoven  with  all  the  interests  of 
society  must  necessarily  be  productive  of  great  im- 
mediate mischief;  a  consideration  which  should 
teach  us  the  propriety  of  serious  deliberation  before 
we  adopt  it — the  more  particularly  so,  as  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  it  permanent  is  made  todepend 
on  the  contingency  of  other  nations  continuing  it. 
A  still  more  alarming  effect  of  this  system  will  be 
to  drive  population  and  capital  from  one  State  to 
another.  The  poorer  agriculturists  of  the  Atlan- 
tic States  will  be  compelled,  by  the  increased  cost 
of  consumption,  and  the  diminished  price  of  pro-  • 
duce,  to  go  the  West  in  search  of  more  fertile 
lands;  whilst  capitalists  will  go  to  those  States 
where  manufactures  are  best  established  and  most 
flourish.  And  shall  we  submit  to  this  unlawful 
effect  of  this  system  without  calling  in  ques- 
tion the  policy  which  produces  it?  The  com- 
mittee are  disposed  to  do  more — to  call  in  ques- 
tion the  authority  and  power  of  the  General  Grov- 
ernment to  enforce  a  system  which  can  thus  ag- 
grandize one  State  and  ruin  another. 

A  still  further  source  of  loss  is  in  the  effect  of 
this  system  to  drive  capital  from  one  kind  of  man- 
ufactures to  another.  The  manufactures  that  lan- 
guish will  be  deserted  for  those  that  flourish,  or 
they  must  be  continually  bolstered  up  by  new  pro- 
tection. Indeed,  even  the  manufactures  that  are 
bc^t  established  must  be  sustained  in  this  way,  if, 
as  is  very  possible,  by  the  invention  of  new  ma- 
chinery, or  by  any  other  means  which  will  dimin- 
ish the  coat  of  production,  foreigners  can  come 
again  into  the  market,  and,  in  spite  of  the  duties, 
undersell  the  American  manufacturer.  This  is 
one  of  the  most  vexatious  effects  of  the  system.  It 
will  never  be  done  with,  but  new  exactions  will 
be  perpetually  made. 

It  has  been  contended  that  the  arguments  which 
go  to  show  the  impropriety  of  extending  man- 
ufactures are  merely  theoretical,  and  that  they 
are  refuted  by  experience.  It  is  said  that  En^and 
has  pursued  the  restrictive  system ;  that  Eng- 
land is  wealthy  and  prosperous ;  and,  therefore, 
that  the  tendency  of  the  system  is  to  promote 
wealth  and  prosperity.  The  committee  cannot, 
however,  help  thinking  that  it  is  rather  an  unfor- 
tunate specimen  of  practical  reasoning,  when  an 
effect  is  gratuitously  assigned  to  a  cause  without 
any  attempt  to  show  their  connexion,  and  where 
many  other  causes  are  operating  better  calculated 
to  produce  the  effect.  England  is  wealthy  and 
powerful ;  but  she  is  not  prosperous  in  consequence 
of  this  system,  but  in  spite  of  it.  She  is  wealthy 
and  powerful  in  consequence  of  the  indomitable 
energies  of  her  genius,  her  enterprise,  and  her 
comparatively  free  institutions.  The  English  sys- 
tem is  not  the  result  of  foresight,  as  has  been  im- 
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agined ;  and  if  it  were,  it  is  pretty  well  understood 
by  what  kind  of  foresight  the  aifairs  of  nations  are 
generally  governed.  It  is  the  result  of  compro- 
mise between  the  avarice  of  individuals  and  the 
needy  ambition  of  the  Government.  The  privi- 
leged orders  of  that  country  have  always  been  en- 
abled to  make  successful  encroachments  on  the 
rights  of  the  people,  by  bribing  the  cupidity  of  the 
Grovernment  with  a  share  of  the  spoil.  This  is 
the  kind  of  foresight  which  has  produced  the  Brit- 
ish system — that  system  which  is  now  held  up  for 
our  admiration  and  imitation.  But  experience, 
as  well  as  theory,  contradicts  the  conclusions  in 
favor  of  restriction.  The  success  of  the  Dutch 
policy  refutes  the  idea  that  restrictions  have  pro- 
duced the  grandeur  of  Britain.  The  following 
judicious  remarks,  extracted  from  an  excellent 
treatise  on  this  subject,  show  the  prosperity  which 
flows  from  an  opposite  policy: 

"  Notwithstanding   the  immense  losses  which 
the  Dutch  nation  sustained  for  upwards  of  twenty 
yearsj  by  British  captures,  French  exactions,  and 
the  almost  entire  prostration  of  commerce,  yet  i 
their  trade,  and  with  it  their  national  importance, 
appear  to  have  become  equal,  or  nearly  equal,  to 
what  they  were  before  the  war  of  1793.     Their 
capital  city,  Amsterdam,  has  again  become  the 
chief  mart  of  Europe.     If  the  policy  of  any  of  the 
European  nations  is  proper  to  be  imitated  by  the 
United   States,  why   is  not  the  example  of  the  ■ 
United  Provinces,  as  regards  their  fiscal  concerns,  \ 
as  worthy  of  imitation  as  that  of  England?     At 
least,  seeing  that  in  Holland  her  citizens  have,  for 
the  most  part,  been  left  to  themselves  in  the  direc- 
tion of  their  industry,  ought  we  not  to  pause  be- 
-  fore  we  decide  that  an  opposite  sy^tem  will  pro- 
mote and  extend  the  prosperity  of  our  citizens  ? 
How  little  the  Dutch  commercial  policy  has  been 
directed  by  the  protecting  system  may  appear  by 
the  low  duties  on  the  following  articles,  most  of 
which  come  in  competition  with  their  own  pro- 
duce and  manufactures,  viz : 

Arms,  fire          -        -  -  10  per  cent. 

Baskets     -        -        -  -  15  per  cent. 

Butter        -         -         -  .  one  half  cent  per  lb. 

Books,  bound     -        -  .  5  per  cent, 

unbound         -  -  3  per  cent. 

Bristles  and  brushes  -  -  10  per  cent. 

Blankets    -        -        -  -  10  per  cent. 

Cheese,  foreign  -        -  -  80  cents  per  100  Ihs. 

Cordage    -  ^     -        -  -  2  dols.  per  100  lbs. 

Carriages,  new  -        -  -  10  per  cent. 

Clocks       -        -        -  -  10  per  cent. 

Copper  manufactures  -  10  per  cent. 

Candles,  tallow          -  -  2\  cents  per  pound. 

Clothes,  ready  made  -  -  10  per  cent. 

Cotton        -         -         -  .  16  cents  per  100  lb>. 

Cotton  manufactures  -  13  flor.  per  100  lbs. 

about  -         -  -  2  to  3  cents  \kt  yd. 
Cloths,  woollen,  and  other 

manufactures,  wool  and 

worsted          -        -  -  8  per  cent. 

Linens,  unbleached   -  -  2  per  cent. 

bleached          -  -  4  per  cent. 

8ail  cloth          -        -  -  2  per  cent 


12  cents  per  100  lbs. 
4  cents  per  lb. 
10  per  cent. 


28  cents  per  gal.  * 
42  cents  per  gal. 
16  cents  per  gal. 

8  per  cent. 


Sugar,  raw  or  clayed 

refined    .        -        - 

Sealing  wax 

Spirits  pay  no  duty,  but  an 
excise,  which  lor  com- 
mon proof  (probably  our 
3d  proof)  is    - 

Spirits,  highest  proof 

Wine  of  all  kinds 

Tobacco,  rnanufact'd  snufts, 
&c.         -        -        -        - 

Toys,  turnery,  manufac- 
tures of  wood  and  lea- 
ther, necklaces,  looking- 
glasses,  trunks,  snuff,  and 
tobacco  boxes,  fans,  with 
a  greal  variety  of  similar 
articles  -        -        -        -      0  per  cent. 

Foreujii  resseh. 

Teas.  Bohca  and  Congou  S3  20  per  100  \\>s. 
Other     -        -        -         6  40  per  100  Ibn. 

Dutch  resieU. 

Teas,  Bohea  and  Congou  gl  00  per  100  lbs. 
Other     -  -         2  00  per  100  lbs. 

"  This  extract  is  from  the  tariff  of  Dutch  dutie* 
for  the  year  1816,  every  article  of  which,  with 
very  few  exceptions,  is  rated  about  in  proportion 
to  those  quoted  above.  Most  of  them,  as  is  wt  11 
known,  are  manufactured  or  produced  in  Holland, 
especially  butter  and  ckeese,  of  which  the  amount 
01  exjwrts,  some  years  since,  was,  lo  the  best  of 
my  recollection,  about  three  millions  sterling. 
Tncir  sugar  refineries  are  only  protcctt-d  by  a  duty 
of  four  cents  a  pound,  yet  Hicardo  affirms  that, 
in  his  time,  (about  forty  years  since.)  there  were 
one  hundred  refineries,  wfiich  manufactured  one 
hundred  thousand  hogsheads  of  sugar.  Tobacco 
is  very  extensively  manufactured  in  Holland.  Gin, 
as  every  one  knows,  is  one  of  their  great  staples. 
This  wise  nation  seems  to  have  thou<jhi  that  good- 
ness of  quality  and  cheapness  of  price  were  surer 
foundations  for  national  industry  to  rest  on  than 
protecting  duties." 

The  invariable  tendency  of  low  duties  to  in- 
crease consumption,  and,  of  course,  ftroduction,  is 
another  argument  from  experience.  Both  in  Eng- 
land and  France  this  effect  has  fretjuenlly  been 
observed  at  various  epochs  of  their  history.  The 
following  statement,  extracted  from  a  British 
journal,  will  suffice  to  place  this  subject  in  a 
strong  point  of  view:  "In  1744  the  East  India 
Company's  sales  of  teas  amounted  to  about  six 
hundred  thousand  pounds  annually,  producing  a 
revenue  of  about   £140,000   s'erling.     Early   in 

1745  the  tea  duties  were  greatly  reduced,  and  in 

1746  the  sales  amounted  to  two  million  pounds 
and  the  revenue  to  £228,000.  In  1748,  however, 
the  duties  were  again  increased,  and  fluctuated 
between  that  epoch  and  1784  from  61  to  119  per 
cent.  In  the  last  mentioned  year,  however,  the 
Government,  having  in  vain  tried  every  other 
means  to  prevent  the  smuggling  and  adulteration 
of  lea,  reduced  the  duty  from  119  to  12^  per  cent. ; 
and  the  revenue,  instead  of  falling  off  in  the  propor- 
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tion  of  one  to  ten,  owing  to  the  increased  consump- 
tion only  declined  in  proportion  of  one  to  three." 
Similar  experiments,  with  regard  to  wine  and  cof- 
fee, give  the  same  results.  The  reason  is  obvious: 
every  diminution  of  a  duty  on  an  article  brings  it 
within  the  range  of  consumption  of  some  who  could 
notafford  to  consume  it  before,  whiieevery  increase 
has  a  contrary  effect.  To  adjust  the  duties,  gen- 
erally, so  as  to  produce  the  greatest  possible  rev- 
enue, is  a  matter  which  requires  great  skill  and 
experience.  Although  we  have  made  no  such 
decisive  experiments  as  the  British,  (for  the  effect 
of  the  imposition  and  repeal  of  the  double  duties, 
owing  to  the  period  when  they  operated,  proves 
nothing,)  there  is  still  reason  to  believe  that  the 
operation  of  the  present  duties,  on  many  articles, 
has  been  to  diminish  consumption  and  revenue. 
It  is  difficult  to  make  the  proper  allowances  for 
the  effect  of  the  rapid  increase  of  population  in 
this  country;  but  the  fact  that  revenue  has  not 
increased  in  the  same  ratio  with  the  duties  and 
population  is  considered  as  decisive  proof  that  the 
duties  on  many  important  articles  must  be  too 
high.  Indeed  it  is  generally  admitted,  by  the  most 
intelligent  and  practical  men,  that  they  are  .so. 

Now,  the  general   principles  from  which  the 
committee  have  reasoned  are  either  true  or  false. 
If  they  are  false,  it  will  be  easy  to  show  wherein 
the  fallacy  lies.     If  they  are  true,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  show  that  there  is  something  peculiar  in 
the  situation  of  the  United   States  which  makes 
an  exception  to  their  general  operation.     i(  there 
is  nothing  i)e<;uliar  in  our  situation,  then  these 
principles  must  stand  immovable.     The  most  ex- 
traordinary argument  that  has  been  used  to  justify 
the  system  is  the  great  and  universal  distresses  of 
the  country.     But  in  this  there  is  nothing  pecu- 
liar; it  is  almost  universal.     But  even  if  it  were 
true  that  we  are  the  only  people  in  this  state  of 
distress,  it  would   remain  to   be  proved   that  this 
system  furnishes  the  remedy  for  the  disease.     So 
far  from  this  being  the  case,  it  is  believed  to  be 
one  of  its  causes.     Undoubtedly,  a  great  propor- 
tion of  our  distress  may  be  a.scribed  to  the  cessa- 
tion of  those  convulsions  in  Europe,  which,  throw- 
ing a  vast  deal  of  the  trade  of  the  world  into  our 
hands,  enabled  us  to  reach  an  extraordinary  pitch 
of  prosperity  in  a  short  time.     But  it  should  not, 
therefore,  be  supposed  that  there  have  been  no  in- 
ternal causes  of  this  distress.     To  say  nothing  of 
the  contributions  levied  on  the  nation,  by  funding 
and  banking,  the  restrictions  which  preceded  the 
war,  the  war  itself,  though  a  just  and  necessary 
measure,  and  the  subsequent  prosecution  of  the 
restrictive  system,  had  a  share  in  producing  the 
general  distress.     The  revenue  from  the  imposts 
^ives  us  some  idea  of  the  tax  which  the  system 
imposes  on  us;  but  we  cannot  form  an  adequate 
idea  of  it,  unless  we  could  ascertain  the  quantity 
of  domestic  manufactures  consumed  in  the  coun- 
try, and  the  average  of  the  duties  paid  on  them. 
There  are  no  means  by  which  this  can  be  ascer-  ' 
tained  with  precision,  but  we  may  form  a  rough 
estimate  of  it  from  a  few  items.     Supposing  there 
are  forty  or  fifty  millions  of  yards  of  domesUc  cot- 
tons consumed  in  the  United  Stales  annually,  the 


consumers  may  be  supposed  to  pay  on  them  at 
least  ^^,000,000.     As  much  more  is  probably  paid 
on  woollens,  (and  it  is  probably  not  an  exaggera- 
tioti  to  say  that  the  tax  paid  on  domestic  articles, 
which  goes  to  the  manufacturers,  is  fully  equal  to 
one-half  of  the  average  duties  on  imports;)  this  is 
the  direct  loss ;  to  which  must  be  added  the  indi- 
rect and  collateral  losses  that  it  has  been  attempted 
to  be  shown  result  from  the  system.     When  we 
superadd  this  to  the  other  causes  that  have  been 
indicated,  can  our  distresses  any  longer  present  a 
mystery  ?     And  is  it  not  more  natural  to  ascribe 
them  to  these  obvious,  undeniable,  and  constantly 
operating  cau.ses,  than  to  look  for  those  causes  in 
futurity  7     Is  it  not  reversing  the  usual  order  of 
things  to  attempt  to  explain  a  past  or  existing  effect, 
by  imputing  it  to  what  has  not  been  done,  instead 
of  what  has  been  done  ?     Is  it  not  contrary  to  rea- 
son to  tell  us  that  the  remedy  for  evils  which  hare 
arisen  from  taxation  is  further  taxation?     It  is 
much  more  rational  to  remedy  the  evil  by  remov- 
ing the  cause.     This  we  can  certainly  do,  par- 
tially, if  not  wholly.     We  can  remove  some,  if 
not  all  of  the  causes.     We  can  gradually  get  rid 
of  all  those  burdens  which  have  had  so  great  a 
share  in  producing  the  present  calamitous  state  of 
things.     This   is  all   that  we  can  do  ;  the   rest 
must  be  left  to  time.     If  it  be  true  that  the  duties 
on   importations   have   diminished   consumption, 
they  must  have  had  the  same  effect  on  production; 
and   their  diminution  would  increase   both.     In 
the  present  depressed  price  of  all  the  great  staples 
of  agriculture,  what  can  be  so  likely  to  relieve 
the  agriculturist  as  to  open  a  market  for  his  pro- 
duce?   And  what  will  be  so  apt  to  do  this  as  to 
increase  the   demand   for   them,  by  diminishing 
the  prices  of  the  commodities  that  are  exchanged 
for  them  ?    It  is  said  that  nations  now  produce 
these  staple  of  agriculture  themselves,  and  would 
not  take  them  from  us.     To  a  certain  extent  they 
do  ;  and  this  has  been  occasioned  partly  by  our 
own  policy,  as  in  the  instance  of  the  island  of 
Madcria,  which,  in  consequence  of  our  excluding 
her  wines  by  hcavv  duties,  procures  the  corn  she 
once  bought  of  us  from  other  countries.     But  how 
is  it  that  nations  now  make  their  own  breadstufis? 
In  England,  for  example,  they  have  resorted  to 
their  fourth  and  fifth  rates  of  land.     Now,  would 
not  any  circumstance  which  would  increase  the 
denaand  for  those  articles  which  they  produced 
with  greater  facility  than  corn  be  an  inducement 
to  withdraw  capital  from  the  raising  of  the  latter 
to  apply  it  to  the  former?     This  reasoning  will 
apply  to  every  country.     Open  a  market  for  their 
products;  they  will  then  make  that  which  they 
make  at  least  cost,  and  purchase  with  it,  of  other 
countries,  what  they  can  only  make  at  a  greater 
cost.     If  it  be  said  that  a  relaxation  on  the  part 
of  one  nation  will  not,  perhaps,  produce  a  corres- 
pondent relaxation  on  the  part  of  another,  it  will 
still  be  beneficial,  unless  by  continuing  restriction 
you  can  coerce  other  nations  to  abandon  it — the 
only  pretext,  as  has  been  already  said,  under  which 
the  countervailing  policy  can  claim  even  plausi- 
bility.    As  long  as  the  absurd  doctrine  prevails 
that  it  is  the  interest  of  a  nation  to  countervail 
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cvervresirictionof  another  nation,  there  never  can  j  that,  in  a  country  where  lands  of  the  first  quality 
be  a  relaxation,  or  a  return  to  the  free  system  ;  the  '  are  still  out  of  cultivation,  and  are  abundant,  a 
warfare  of  nations  will  be  interminable.  The  system  of  duties  cannot  raise  the  price  of  one  ag- 
truth  is  if  restriction  on  the  part  of  one  country  '  ncultural  product  but  at  the  expense  of  another, 
initires  another,  to  retaliate  makes  it  worse,  unless  and  caunot  raise  the  price  of  any  kind  perma- 
it  drives  the  other  from  its  policy.  The  most  pro- '  nently  at  all.  But  this  is  not  the  case  m  such  a 
bable  way  of  producing  an  abandonment  of  the  country  as  England.  Where  the  field  of  produc- 
restrictive  system  by  other  nations  is  to  tempt  them  I  tion  is  limited,  supply  cannot  keep  pace  with 
bv  relaxation  ;  if  it  does  not  produce  reciprocity,  demand.  In  England,  therefore,  the  agriculturists 
it  at  least  benefits  both,  as  retaliation  injures  both.  ,  may  obtain  some  compensation  for  the  taxes  they 
It  is  evident  that  there  has  been  a  great  change  ,  have  to  pay  the  manufacturers,  and,  in  turn,  re- 
in public  opinion  throughout  the  whole  civilized 
world,  in  lavor  of  freedom  of  commerce ;  and, 
though  Governments  are  always  the  last  to  aban- 
don antiquated  errors,  sentiments  favorable  to  free 
trade  have  been  avowed  even  by  them,  and  they 

have  not  been  altogether  unaccompanied  by  acts.  .         „  r     ••  l  u 

It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  countries  like  Eng-  we  are  on  her ;  because  we  furnish  her  with  neces- 
land,  which  have  pursued  the  restrictive  system  I  saries,  and  she  furnishes  us  with  luxuries  ;  because 
so  long,  could  get  rid  of  it  but  very  gradually.  I  her  means  of  producing  those  necessaries  which 
She  has,  however,  shown  some  wish  to  do  this,  by  !  she  possesses  will  be  daily  diminished,  and  her 

dependence  on  this  country  will  be  increased,  un- 
less we  force  her  to  find  out  another  to  furnish  her 
with  food,  and  take  off  her  surplus  population. 

In  the  next  place,  we  are  not  yet  so  deeply  in- 
volved in  the  restrictive  policy  as  to  prevent  us 
from  getting  rid  of  it  without  mischief,  as  we  khall 


ceive  taxes  from  them.  But,  in  this  country,  the 
sole  benefif  is  on  one  side;  the  agriculturist  has  no 
compensation ;  it  is  out  of  the  power  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  do  any  thing  for  him,  but  to  refrain  from 
oppressing  him. 

Again :  Europe  is  more  dependent  on  us  than 


the  abandonment  of  some  of  her  restrictions  on 
her  trade  with  Sweden  and  Norway ;  and  it  is 
understood  that  both  France  and  herself  have, 
even  before  our  navigation  acts,  manifested  a  wil- 
lingness to  put  our  trade  with  them  on  a  more 
favorable  footing.      In    Spain,  the  Cortes   have 


(unwisely,  indeed,)  imitated  England  in  their  |  be  if  we  go  a  few  steps  further.  There  are  many 
corn  law  and  other  restrictive  measures  ;  but,  in  \  other  peculiar  circumstances  which  forbid  our  re- 
general,  their  regulations  are  more  favorable  to  '  sort  to  the  British  policy,  but  the  most  important 
trade  than  they  were  under  the  old  Government.  |  belong  to  the  other  branch  of  the  subject  proposed 
The  monopolies  on  tobacco,  salt,  quicksilver,  lead,    to  be  discussed 


powder,  sulphur,  dec,  have  been  abolished  ;  the 
first  allowed  to  be  imported,  and  the  others  ex- 
ported at  moderate  duties.  Prior  to  the  revolution, 
the  importation  of  tobacco  was  prohibited ;  the 
King  had  the  monopoly,  and  sold  it  at  three  dol- 
lars and  seventy  cents  per  pound.  By  the  new 
tariff,  after  March  next  it  will  be  charged  with  a 
duty  of  only  thirty-five  maravedis,  about  eight 
and  a  quarter  cents  per  pound,  which  will  enable 
the  people  of  Spain  to  procure  it  very  cheap,  and 


The  committee  regard  the  principles  they  have 
appealed  to  as  irrelragable.  They  are  not  to  be 
refuted  by  the  charge  of  theory,  by  the  cry  that  we 
are  supportm^  foreigners,  or  by  the  doctrines  of 
the  home  market  and  the  balance  of  trade.  What 
is  this  balance  of  trade  ?  Certainly  it  is  not  a  very 
creditable  mode  of  gaining;  but  is  it  not  evident 
that,  if  «ve  cannot  pay  for  what  we  buy,  it  is  clear 
gain ;  and  that,  if  our  citizen^  wish  to  buy  again 
on  these  terms,  it  is  unnecessary  for  the  Govern- 


thus  occasion  a  large  demand  for  it.     They  have  {  ment  to  interfere,  as  foreigners  will  refuse  to  sell? 


abolished  the  Cinco  Gremios  and  Philippine  com 
panics,  on  the  ground  that  their  privileges  were 
incompatible  with  free  government,  and  have, 
with  some  modifications,  re-established  the  tariff 
of  1816,  which  was  the  first  evidence  of  liberal 
pdicy  that  Spain  ever  gave. 

But  if  we  cannot,  consistently  with  our  inter- 
ests, begin  the  system  of  relaxation,  let  us  at  all 
events  refrain  from  further  restrictions,  which 
may  tempt  all  other  nations  to  retaliate,  as  they 
are  now  doing  in  the  British  province  of  New 
Brunswick,  under  the  pretext  of  our  navigation 
act,  and  thus  place  ourselves  and  the  world  at  a 
still  greater  distance  from  each  other,  and  from 
the  restoration  of  commercial  freedom. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that,  so  far  from 
there  being  any  thing  peculiar  in  the  .situation  of 
the  United  States,  whicn  renders  the  general  prin- 
ciples they  have  advanced  inapplicable,  there  are 
peculiar  circumstances  which  make  them  apply 
with  more  force  than  to  the  nations  of  Europe. 
It  will  be  recollected  that,  in  a  former  part  of 
their  observations,  it  was  attempted  to  be  proved 


If  we  can  pay  for  what  we  buy,  it  is  all  well  and 
good ;  if  we  can  pay  only  at  a  sacrifice,  then  we 
will  cease  to  trade.  The  whole  of  this  fallacy  pro- 
ceeds from  that  fatal  error  in  political  economy, 
that  the  commodity  called  money  is  regulated  by 
different  laws  from  all  other  commodities ;  or  from 
that  no  less  fatal  error,  which  springs,  perhaps, 
from  the  first,  that  a  nation  must  sell  more  than 
it  buys  in  order  to  become  rich.  Now,  the  very 
reverse  of  this  is  true;  for,  although  in  one  sense 
commerce  is  an  exchange  of  equivalents,  what 
each  party  receives  must  be  worth  more  than  what 
it  parts  with,  or  neither  is  benefited.  A  nation 
buying  more  than  it  sells  is  supposed  to  be  the 
same  with  its  spending  more  than  it  makes;  but 
the  cases  are  not  alike.  What  it  sells  is  surplus, 
and  what  it  buys  is  surplus;  surely  it  cannot  be  a 
matter  of  regret  when  the  latter  is  worth  more 
than  the  former,  and  when  there  is  an  excess  to 
devote  to  reproduction.  It  could  hardly  have  been 
imagined  that,  in  the  nineteenth  century,  in  a 
country  whose  Government  is  bottomed  on  the 
principle  that  the  people  are  capable  of  seeing  their 
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own  interests,  it  could  have  been  thought  neces- 
sary for  the  Legislature  to  interfere,  to  prevent  the 
merchants  of  the  country  from  buying  more  than 
they  ought  to  buy.  Wnat  reason  there  was  for 
this  interposition  is  shown  by  the  subjoined  facts. 
In  1818,  the  exportation  of  cotton  goods  from 
Great  Britain  to  the  United  States  amounted  to 
X2,432,301;  in  1819,  it  amounted  only  to  £1,- 
109,138 ;  being  a  falling  off  of  £1,323,163.  The 
exports  of  glass,  earthenware,  hardware,  cutlery, 
in  1818,  were  £971,285;  in  1819,  only  £546,741. 
The  amount  of  woollen  goods,  in  1818,  was 
£3,160,406;  in  1819,  it  dwindled  down  to  £1,- 
703,024.  In  all  the  great  leading  branches  of 
manufactures  there  was  a  falling  ofl  in  the  exports 
to  the  United  States  of  a  full  half  in  the  amount, 
as  compared  with  the  year  before,  and  of  above 
£3,500,000  as  compared  with  the  average  of  ex- 
ports during  the  last  three  years. 

A  case  has  been  proposed  as  a  very  strong  one, 
which  is  this :  Suppose  that  all  the  various  em- 
ployments of  capital  are  on  the  lowest  level  which 
will  continue  them.  In  this  state  of  things  one 
class  is  entirely  thrown  out  of  employment  by  for- 
eign competition.  They  must  either  be  protected 
or  must  be  ruined  ;  and  this,  it  is  said,  is  the  ac- 
tual condition  of  the  United  States.  It  is  divided 
into  two  classes,  one  of  which  has  no  employment, 
and  the  other  barely  enough.  Without  stopping 
to  inquire  whether  it  be  possible  for  such  a  case  to 
exist,  it  will  merely  be  observed,  that  if  it  did  it 
would  be  improper  to  give  the  required  protection. 
If  the  one  class  has  barely  such  profits  as  will  con- 
tinue them  in  employment,  they  have  nothing  to 
spare.  If  they  have  any  thing  to  spare,  it  is  proof 
that  their  employment  is  not  so  full  as  to  preclude 
new  capital,  which  is  contrary  to  the  supposition. 
The  one  can  only  be  raised  up  by  the  other  being 
put  down.  Nor  is  the  case  different  whether  the 
classes  which  have  employment  make  small  or 
ffreat  profits.  That  which  is  employed  can  only 
be  employed  at  their  expense.  In  both  cases  it  is 
uniust;  in  the  latter  unnecessary,  as  great  profits 
will  furnish  the  employment  required. 

It  is  not  believed  that  any  circumstances  exist 
which  will  justify  the  United  States  in  adopting 
the  proposed  svstem.  No  writer  of  any  reputation 
ever  contended  that  such  a  system  was  compatible 
with  the  greatest  extension  of  the  national  wealth. 
Even  Mr.  Hamilton,  its  great  advocate,  admitted 
that  if  the  system  of  perfect  liberty  and  free  trade 
were  the  prevailing  system  of  nations,  they  might 
attain  a  greater  pitch  of  wealth  and  prosperity. 
It  has  been  attempted  to  be  shown  that  this  limi- 
tation to  his  proposition  is  founded  in  a  fallacious 
view  of  the  subject.  To  propose  to  increase  the 
wealth  of  the  nation  by  increasing  its  taxes  is 
enough  to  revolt  the  understandings  of  ordinary 
men ;  yet  it  seems  that  a  mode  of  doing  this  has 
been  discovered,  and  that  the  whole  mystery  lies 
in  calling  that  which  was  before  called  tax — tariff. 
In  the  opinion  of  the  committee  it  is  the  worst 
kind  of  tax,  carried  to  the  extent  that  is  proposed  ; 
and  it  would  be  much  better  to  raise  a  sum  of 
money  by  direct  taxes  at  once,  and  distribute  it  in 
bounties  among  the  manufacturers.    We  should 


then  escape  at  least  some  of  the  oppressive  effects 
of  the  system. 

The  chief  recommendation  of  this  system  has 
been  supposed  to  be  its  tendency  to  promote  do- 
mestic independence  and  happiness.  This  leads 
the  committee  to  the  second  view  which  they  pro- 
posed to  take  of  the  subject.  This  is  a  view  which 
belongs  not  merely  to  the  political  economist,  but 
also  to  the  statesman.  The  political  economist 
concerns  himself  only  with  the  manner  in  which 
wealth  is  produced,  distributed,  and  consumed, 
with  a  view  to  its  augmentation.  The  statesman 
regards  this  also,  but  he  sometimes  sees  the  ne- 
cessity of  sacrificing  a  portion  of  the  national 
wealth  in  order  to  attain  objects  still  more  desira- 
ble ;  and  no  objects  would  appear  better  to  justify 
such  a  sacrifice  than  the  promotion  of  national  in- 
dependence, happiness,  and  security.  It  will  be 
attempted  to  show  that  the  system  will  be  more 
objectionable  in  this  point  of^  view  than  in  any 
other. 

The  observations  the  committee  have  already 
made  on  the  effect  of  the  system  to  diminish  the 
national  wealth  serve  to  establish  this  position. 
If  such  really  is  the  consequence,  this  alone  is  an 
unanswerable  argument  against  the  supposed  effect 
of  the  system  to  render  us  independent  of  foreign 
Powers.  If  this  general  position  be  correct,  it  is 
useless  to  enter  into  any  details  to  prove  that  the 
revenue  must  be  diminished  ;  for  whatever  dimin- 
i.shes  that  on  which  the  revenue  acts — the  general 
wealth — must  diminish  the  revenue  itself,  or  else 
increase  the  burden  of  taxation.  Even  if  we  could 
preserve  entire  the  capital  of  the  country,  and  em- 
ploy the  same  number  of  hands,  as  they  would  be 
less  productively  employed,  there  would  be  less 
net  revenue,  less  of  that  great  agent  which  has 
been  said  to  be  the  first,  second,  and  third  requi- 
site in  war.  Now,  it  is  not  the  gross  amount 
of  its  capital,  but  its  net  revenue,  which  a  na- 
tion employs  to  defend  itself.  If  men  and  ships 
could  be  multiplied  by  a  magic  wand,  you  could 
not  add  one  soldier  to  your  Army,  or  one  vessel 
to  your  Navy,  without  an  addition  to  your  net 
revenue.  If  the  income  of  the  nation  is  de- 
stroyed, we  must  still  have  revenue;  and  how 
shall  we  get  it  but  by  taxing  capital?  Indeed, 
where  will  be  our  boasted  advantages  over  other 
nations  with  regard  to  taxation,  if  the  proposed 
tariff  be  adopted  ?  If  we  add  twenty-five  percent. 
to  the  duties,  and  then  have  to  raise  the  same 
amount  of  revenue  by  direct  taxes,  or  by  an  excise 
on  manufactures,  (and  in  the  latter  case  we  should 
have  to  pay  the  duties  twice,)  we  at  once  add  one 
hundred  and  fifty  per  cent,  to  our  taxes — that  is, 
every  man  who  before  paid  a  dollar  will  now  have 
to  pay  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents;  and,  if  we  take 
into  consideration  the  increased  value  of  money, 
more,  if  estimated  by  the  price  of  corn,  than  a 
hundred  and  fifty  per  cent.,  every  man  who  before 
paid  a  dollar  will  have  to  pay  six  dollars  and 
twenty-five  cents.  It  would  appear  that  the  ap- 
preciation of  money  ou^ht  to  affect  all  articles 
equally ;  but,  in  point  ot  fact,  it  is  known,  thtrt 
whilst  grain  has  fallen  more  than  one  hundred  and 
fifty  per  cent.,  and  the  other  staples  of  agricultore 
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eonsiderably.  the  fall  Id  manufactured  products  is 
comparatively  small,  so  that  it  is  quite  immaterial 
whether  it  is  from  the  appreciation  of  money,  or 
from  external  and  domestic  causes,  the  ability  of 
the  agriculturist  to  pay  taxes  will  be  diminished 
by  the  tarifl'  fully  in  the  proportion  stated,  and  the 
argument  against  imposing  them  is  not  the  less 
strong.  Is  it  possible  that  they  can  submit  to  this 
intolerable  load  of  taxation  without  making  every 
lawful  attempt  to  oppose  it?  Is  it  possible  for 
them  to  believe  for  a  moment  that  this  increase  of 
taxation  is  the  remedy  for  their  distresses? 

It  is  not  designed  by  the  committee  to  claim  any 
preference   for  agriculture   and    commerce  over 
manufactures.     They  mutually  depend   on  each 
other;  their  interests  are  not  adverse;  and,  if  not 
equally  productive,  they  are  all  equally  necessary 
to  society.     But,  whilst  the  political  economist 
might  regard  it  as  a  matter  of  indifference  in  what 
proportion  the  three  great  classes  are  distributed 
m  society,  the  statesman  and  patriot  could  scarcely 
hesitate  to  wish  that  the  agricultural  class  should 
greatly  predominate.     The   agricultural   state  is 
more  favorable  than  any  other  to  the  improvement 
of  the  physical  and  moral  powers  of  man.    Whilst 
an  agricultural  nation  will  be  as  powerful  as  others, 
it  will  be  more  virtuous  and  happy.     It  is  in  this 
state  that  the  body  is  invigorated  by  healthful  ex- 
ercises; that  the  mind  is  ennobled  by  the  freedom 
and  independence  of  rural  life;  and  that  man  feels 
the  true  dignity  of  his  aature.     Who  would  think 
of  comparing  the  brave,  hardy,  and  independent 
yeomen  of  this,  or  any  country,  to  the  miserable, 
naif-starved,  rickety   population  of   an    English 
cotton  factory  ?    Who  would  compare  the  hardy 
mountaineer  who  pursues  the  deer,  or  slays  the 
buffalo,  their  equal  in  swiftness  and  in  strength, 
to  the  poor,  decrepit,  emaciated  creature  who  has 
been  all  his  life  engaged  in  the  same  dull,  stupify- 
ing  routine  of  drawing  out  a  ten  yard  thread,  or 
manufacturing  the  eighteenth  part  of  a  pin  ?     Yet 
it  has  been  attempted  to  be  proved  that  there  is 
more  vice  among  the  agriculturists  than  among 
the  manufacturers,  because  Colquhoun,  a  writer 
who  is  the  partisan  of  the  latter,  has  assertMl  that 
more  crimes  are  committed  in  some  of  the  agri- 
cultural than  in  some  of  the  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts of  England;  whilst  the  just  answer  to  the 
argument  implied  in  this  statement  has  been  over- 
looked, that,  where  it  has  happened  at  all,  it  has 
been  owing  to  the  laborers,  from  want  of  employ- 
ment, being  thrown  back  from  the  manufacturing 
towns,  which  have  converted  them  from  healthy 
and  well  disposed  children  to  weakly  and  depraved 
adults,  on  the  county  from  which  they  originally 
came. 

But  if  we  are  agricultural,  we  must  also  be  com- 
mercial ;  and  commerce,  it  is  said,  produces  more 
wars  than  it  pays  for.  If  this  be  true  at  all,  it  can 
only  be  true  of  commerce  pursued  under  the  dark 
influence  of  the  restrictive  system.  Commerce, 
free  and  unfettered,  so  far  from  being  the  cause 
of  wars,  would  be  the  source  of  wealth,  power, 
and  prosperity,  and  a  bond  which  would  bind  in 
peace  and  harmony  the  universal  society  of  nations. 
And  it  is  not  an  unreasonable  expectation  that 


this  is  the  kind  of  commerce  that  will  be  pursued, 
whenever  nations  are  governed  by  enlightened 
rulers,  or  rather  when  they  assume  the  right  of 
governing  them.selves.  The  whole  civilized  world 
is  now  essentially  commercial.  From  the  period 
that  commerce  nrst  emancipated  the  nations  of 
Europe  from  feudal  vassalage,  its  march  has  been 
steady,  progressive,  and  rapid.  It  has  been  the 
great  agent  by  which  the  treasures  of  the  earth  and 
the  collected  wisdom  of  mankind  have  been  spread 
throughout  the  world,  and  the  source  of  the  pros- 
perity and  grandeur  of  empires.  To  attempt  to 
impede  its  progress  is  to  disregard  the  spirit  of  the 
times  and  the  admonitions  of  experience.  It  is  as 
useless  as  to  oppo.se  the  marcl^  ot  the  human  mind 
towards  freedom,  knowledge,  and  happiness,  or  to 
contend  against  the  irreversible  decrees  of  nature. 
Nations  have  become  acquainted  with  each  other, 
and  with  the  advantages  which  they  may  derive 
from  liberal  intercourse ;  and  laws  are  not  strong 
enough  to  keep  them  asunder.  They  can  only 
vex  and  disturb  their  intercourse ;  they  cannot  pre- 
vent it.  It  is  the  interest  of  every  nation  to  pur- 
sue commerce,  but  peculiarly  so  of  the  United 
States  and  of  every  free  Government.  It  is  equally 
important  to  us,  whether  we  consider  it  as  the  ba- 
sis of  our  Navy,  or  as  the  grand  instrument  for 
the  extension  of  science,  social  frelings,  and  free- 
dom throughout  the  world. 

To  pursue  the  subject :  If  we  give  to  manufac- 
tures all  the  activity  which  they  must  derive  from 
the  agricultural  and  commercial  classes  being 
taxed  to  support  them,  we  must,  in  time,  become 
exporters  of  manufactures.  When  this  takes  place, 
will  we  not  be  exposed  to  all  and  greater  incon- 
veniences than  we  now  are,  from  the  refusal  of 
foreigners  to  receive  our  raw  produce?  Which, 
indeed,  would  be  most  apt  to  suffer  from  vicissi- 
tudes in  the  affairs  of  the  country — a  nation  en- 
gaged in  producing  the  first  necessaries  of  lift-,  or 
one  engaged  in  producing  luxuries,  or  only  a  sec- 
ondary sort  of  necessaries  ? — one  employed  in  pro- 
ducing commodities  subject  to  the  caprices  of 
taste  and  fashion,  or  one  employed  in  producing 
those  which  are  essential  to  human  existence  ? — 
one  pursuing  occupations  which  can  be  changed 
with  facility,  or  one  pursuing  those  which  can  be 
changed  only  with  great  difficulty  and  loss  ? 
What,  it  is  asked,  would  have  been  the  situation 
of  England — where  would  have  been  her  inde- 
pendence— if  Napoleon  had  succeeded  in  carrying 
into  effect  bis  continental  system?  And  now, 
since  this  system  has  been  partially  adopted  by 
the  continental  nations  of  Europe,  and  by  our- 
selves, is  not  this  destruction  of  the  markets  for 
her  manufactures,  next  to  taxation,  the  principal 
cause  of  the  distresses  of  that  nation  ? 

It  is  urged  that  a  nation  should  have  in  time  of 
war  the  necessaries  which  will  enable  it  to  carry 
on  a  war ;  and  so  it  should  ;  but  the  proposed 
tariff  goes  infinitely  beyond  this  point.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  the  manufactures  of  all  the  necessaries 
of  war  are  now  perfectly  established  in  this  coun- 
try. Coarse  clothing,  and  arms,  and  ammunition, 
are  not  considered  as  requiring  further  support. 
The  inquiry  now  making,  in  connexion  with  the 


1677 


APPENDIX. 


1678 


Objections  to  an  increase  of  Duties. 


census,  will  prove  that  we  have  almost  every  ne- 
cessary in  great  abundance.  It  must  be  recollect- 
ed, too,  that  in  a  future  war,  unless  by  our  policy 
we  destroy  the  Navy,  our  commerce  will  not  be 
so  entirely  kept  down,  even  if  that  war  be  with 
England.  Our  Navy  is  now  strong  enough  to 
prevent  the  coast  from  being  blockaded,  and  we 
shall  be  enabled  to  maintain  an  intercourse  with 
the  nations  with  whom  we  are  not  at  war.  But, 
it  is  asked,  even  if  we  could  not  get  some  of  the 
necessaries  we  required,  does  any  one  seriously 
believe  that  the  result  of  any  war  would  be  af- 
fected by  such  privations?  and  if  they  only  affect 
some  of  its  details,  delay  a  march,  or  even  increase 
the  general  mass  of  suffering,  what  is  this  com- 
pared with  the  wide-spread  and  endless  calamities 
that  this  system  would  give  rise  to?  Should  our 
policy  be  adapted  to  peace  or  to  war — to  the  rule 
or  the  exception  ?  Undoubtedly,  in  time  of  peace 
we  should  prepare  for  war ;  but  let  us  not  make 
this  preparation  at  so  great  an  expense  that  its 
exhausting  operation  will  incapacitate  instead  of 
(it  us  for  war. 

The  demoralizing  effects  of  this  system,  its  ten- 
dency to  impair  the  principles  of  honor  and  hon- 
esty in  society,  and  to  give  rise  to  fraud,  to  smug- 
gling, and  to  all  the  low  artifices  and  depravity 
which  are  inseparable  from  all  arbitrary  legisla- 
tion, and  thus  to  force  upon  us  a  sanguinary  code 
of  revenue  laws,  utterly  incompatible  with  the 
free  and  humane  principles  of  our  Government, 
are  too  obvious,  and  have  been  too  fully  exposed, 
to  require  further  comment  from  the  committee. 

If  these  are  the  disastrous  effect  of  this  system, 
what  will  be  thought  of  those  which  our  free  in- 
stitutions themselves  must  experience  from  this 
unwarrantable  interference  of  the  Greneral  Grov- 
ernraeut  with  the  rights  of  private  property  ?  An 
interference  which  may  render  nugatory  the  whole 
frame  of  civil  polity  which  the  States  have  adopt- 
ed for  the  preservation  of  their  institutions  and  the 
promotion  of  their  happiness,  and  which  may, 
ultimately,  break  down  and  destroy  the  very  bar- 
riers which  secure  their  rights  and  sovereignty. 
The  blessings  of  a  free  Government  are  so  great, 
and  the  evils  of  an  arbitrary  one  so  grievous,  that 
we  cannot  be  too  careful  to  preserve  the  one  when 
we  have  it,  or  to  avoid  the  other.  It  would  there- 
fore appear,  that  whenever  a  new  measure  is  pro- 
posed, the  first  inquiry  of  every  citizen  of  a  repub- 
lic should  be,  what  will  be  its  effects  on  our  insti- 
tutions ?  Yet,  as  obvious  as  is  the  truth  of  this 
observation,  it  is  somewhat  remarkable,  that  in 
all  that  has  been  so  ingeniously  written  and  spoken 
on  the  subject  of  banking,  and  funding,  and  man- 
ufacturing, they  have  scarcely  ever  been  consider- 
ed in  their  effects  on  our  institutions,  but  merely 
in  reference  to  their  financial  and  pecuniary  ope- 
rations. Our  legislators  and  writers  have,  for  the 
most  part,  viewed  these  subjects  as  political  arith- 
meticians rather  than  as  statesmen. 

If  the  view  that  has  been  taken  of  the  manu- 
facturing system  be  correct,  it  mu.st  not  only  di- 
mini.sh  the  amount  of  national  wealth,  but  must 
distribute  it  very  unequally.  This  is  by  far  the 
worst  effect  of  the  two.     It  taxes  one  class  for  the 


support  of  another,  and,  what  is  worse,  taxes 
the  poor  for  the  sake  of  the  rich.  It  thus  produces 
that  inequality  which  is  the  bane  of  republics ;  for 
it  is,  in  fact,  tne  influence  of  the  few,  or,  in  other 
words,  aristocracy. 

Now,  though  no  just  Government  will  interfere, 
by  sumptuary  laws,  to  restrain  the  acquisition  of 
wealth,  and  thereby  prevent  inequality,  so  neither 
will  any  just  Government,  by  fostering  particular 
interests  at  the  expense  of^  others,  promote  in- 
equality. This  is  the  opposite  and  the  worst  ex- 
treme of  sumptuary  laws.  Nor  is  the  inequality 
which  is  produced  by  the  interference  of  the  law 
by  any  means  as  harmless  as  that  which  results 
from  different  dispositions  and  different  capacities 
in  human  beings.  Whilst  the  one  may  act  as  a 
salutary  stimulus  to  industry,  and  its  worst  con- 
sequences are  continually  neutralized  by  the  alie- 
nation and  division  of  property,  the  other,  by  creat- 
ing distrust  in  the  Grovernment,  produces  despair 
and  depresses  industry ;  and  the  dread  of  retribu- 
tive justice,  which  always  accompanies  wealth 
unjustly  acquired,  so  far  from  giving  rise  to  divi- 
sion of  property,  inevitably  leads  to  concentration 
and  primogeniture,  to  legal  safeguards,  corpora- 
tions, charters,  monopolies,  and  privileged  orders. 
The  fear  that  the  law  which  has  given  may  also 
take  away,  produces  the  necessity  of  usurping  the 
law-making   power.      An   alliance  between   the 

Erivileged  classes  is  the  inevitable  consequence ; 
cncc  a  new  accumulation  of  powers,  new  pre- 
texts, and  new  means  of  oppressing  the  people. 
The  Government  must  be  rewarded  for  its  pro- 
tection by  an  increase  of  power,  patronage,  sala- 
ries, taxes,  and  a  diminution  of  responsibility. 
The  various  departments  of  the  Government  will 
no  longer  move  in  their  appointed  spheres,  but 
usurp  each  other's  authority.  The  State  sover- 
eignties will  be  merged  in  the  General  Grovern- 
ment, and  the  legislativeauthority  in  the  Executive. 
Such  is  the  natural  consequence  of  creating  sepa- 
rate interests  by  law ;  such  is  the  effect  of  that 
inequality  which  is  produced  by  the  interference  of 
the  law  with  individual  wealth ;  such  the  process 
by  which  free  Governments  are  metamorphosed 
into  arif:tocracies.  It  is  remarkable,  that,  although 
the  fundamental  maxim  of  our  Government  is 
that  the  people  are  capable  of  self-government, 
our  Legislatures  often  practically  deny  it.  They 
place  too  much  reliance  on  the  efficacy  of  techni- 
cal rules  and  artificial  restraints.  Legislators  con- 
sider themselves  as  the  rulers,  not  the  agents  of  the 
people ;  as  their  guardians,  not  their  attorneys. 
The  disregard  of  that  fundamental  maxim,  that 
there  is  an  inherent  disposition  in  man  to  improve 
his  condition,  and  sagacity  to  perceive  the  means, 
is  believed  to  be  the  source  of  innumerable  errors 
in  legislation,  and  particularly  of  that  which  dic- 
tates the  usurpation  of  the  right  to  direct  individual 
wealth. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  advocates 
for  the  supremacy  of  the  General  Government 
should  defend  a  policy  which  is  calculated  to  ag- 
grandize it,  by  creating  a  new  class  of  dependants; 
but  it  is  greatly  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  friends 
of  State  rights  should  ever  have  defended  it ;  it 


1679 


APPENDIX. 


1680 


I'". 


Objections  to  an  increase  of  Duties. 


can  only  be  because  they  have  not  fully  perceived 
its  certain  consequence.  It  is  believed  that  no 
candid  mind  can  fail  to  perceive  that  the  effect  of 
the  manufacturing  and  its  kindred  systems  will  be 
to  transfer  a  great  portion  of  the  wealth  of  the 
agriculturists  to  the  other  classes.  If  wealth  is 
thus  transferred,  so  are  the  means  of  education,  of 
knowledge,  and,  consequently,  of  power.  This  is 
a  subject  which  demands  the  serious  attention  of 
every  agriculturist  in  the  Union.  The  evil  is 
augmented,  too,  by  the  heavy  duty  on  books, 
which  bears  with  peculiar  hardship  on  the  agri- 
culturist, who  does  not  enjoy,  as  the  merchant,  the 
manufacturer,  and  the  mechanic,  the  advantage  of 
the  public  libraries  of  the  cities.  The  material 
with  which  they  cultivate  the  earth,  and  that  with 
which  they  cultivate  the  mind,  are  alike  under 
the  interdiction  of  this  system. 

The  great  influence  which  the  manufacturers, 
scattered  as  they  will  be  over  the  whole  face  of 
the  country,  must  acquire,  will  leave  the  agricul- 
turists little  hope  that  if  they  once  assent  to  their 
system  it  will  ever  be  revoked.  Among  the  means 
by  which  their  influence  in  the  Government  must 
be  increased,  the  facility  which  they  must  derive 
from  our  popular  modes  of  election,  of  directing 
the  suffrages  of  the  persons  they  employ,  is  not  the 
least  worthy  of  consideration.  This  apprehen- 
sion is  not  diminished  by  the  consideration  that 
their  dependants,  as  we  are  told,  will  consist  prin- 
cipally of  foreigners.  As  much  as  we  respect  that 
class  of  people,  and  as  willing  as  we  always  are  to 
afford  them  an  asylum  in  our  free  and  happy  land, 
it  is  not  believed  that  our  legislation  could  derive 
much  improvement  from  the  counsels  of  the  cot- 
ton weavers  of  Manchester  and  the  blacksmiths  of 
Birmingham.  They  have  imbibed  their  political 
notions  under  a  Government  too  dissimilar  to  ours 
to  be  useful  citizens  in  the  capacity  of  legislators. 
The  committee  have  already  adverted  to  the  ef- 
fect of  the  system  to  drive  population  and  capital 
from  one  State  to  another,  and  to  aggrandize  the 
General  Government  at  the  expense  of  the  States. 
Now,  it  must  occur  to  everv  impartial  mind,  that, 
if  there  be  any  force  at  all  in  these  observations, 
the  right  of  the  General  Government  to  adopt  such 
a  system  must  be  more  than  questionable.  Pass- 
ing over  those  Constitutional  objections  which  ad- 
mit of  being  urged  with  great  force,  that  Congress 
cannot  lay  taxes  but  for  the  purpose  of  revenue, 
and  that  this  system  is  e<jually  incompatible  with 
that  part  of  the  Constitution  which  prescribes  uni- 
formity of  imposts,  and  with  that  which  forbids 
taxes  on  exportation,  they  will  appeal  only  to  that 
sacred  spirit  of  justice  which  we  all  equally  vene- 
rate, and  the  authority  of  which  we  equally  ac- 
knowledge; and  they  ask,  in  the  name  of  that 
justice,  whether  it  is  possible  to  believe  that  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  can,  without  vio- 
lating every  principle  on  which  our  republican  sys- 
tem is  founded,  tax  one  class  of  the  community  ior 
the  support  of  another?  whether  they  can  debar 
a  man  the  use  of  the  faculties  he  has  derived  from 
nature?  compel  him  to  abandon  an  occupation  to 
which  he  has  devoted  his  life,  and  which  he  un- 
derstands, and  to  pursue  another  which  he  does 


not  understand  ?  whether  it  can  take  away  the 
fruits  of  one  man's  industry,  earned  by  the  sweat 
of  his  brow,  and  bestow  them  on  another  who  has 
not  earned  them?  IVo  Legislature,  much  less  a 
limited  one,  has  any  such  right.  Those  who  be- 
come parties  to  Government  cannot  be  supposed 
to  agree  to  any  other  exactions  than  such  as  are 
necessary  to  defray  its  just  expenses,  and  to  pre- 
serve public  order  and  morals.  Even,  therefore, 
if  it  could  be  made  to  appear  that  the  effect 
of  the  system  would  be  to  augment  the  whole 
wealth  of  the  nation,  this  object  could  not  justify 
a  Legislature  in  taxing  particular  classes,  without 
their  consent,  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole.  The 
object  of  government  is  to  secure  men  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  their  faculties,  not  to  restrain  or  direct 
them  ;  to  secure  them  in  the  full  and  free  enjoy- 
ment and  control  of  their  property,  and  not  to 
distribute  and  regulate  it  by  its  own  arbitrary  will. 
It  never  could  have  entered  into  the  conternpla- 
tion  of  the  States,  when  they  agreed  to  the  Con- 
stitution, that  the  General  Government  had  a 
right,  by  its  legislation,  to  change  their  mutual  re- 
lations towards  each  other;  to  enrich  one,  and  im- 
poverish another  ;  to  strengthen  one,  and  weaken 
another;  and  to  impair,  and  perhaps  ultimately 
destroy,  the  wealth,  freedom,  and  happiness  of 
them  all.  Let  it  not  be  thought  that  this  is  the 
language  of  hyperbole.  The  committee  speak  of 
the  natural  tendency  of  the  system.  No  one  knows 
how  far,  in  conjunction  with  its  kindred,  systems, 
it  may  stop  short  of  these  consequences  ;  no  one 
knows  how  far  it  may  go  beyond  them.  Our  only 
safety  is  in  arresting  it  now,  when  almost  every 
circumstance  is  unfavorable  to  its  adoption.  There 
never  was  a  time  when  there  was  less  apology  for 
it.  The  adoption  of  it  by  the  continental  nations 
of  Europe  will  enable  us  to  obtain  some  benefit 
by  abstaining  from  it — will  diminish  the  advan- 
tages of  our  manufacturing,  and  increase  those  of 
our  tilling  the  earth.  The  unparalleled  distresses 
of  the  country,  of  which  agriculture  experiences 
by  far  the  heaviest  portion;  the  increased  facility 
of  manufacturing,  without  artificial  aid,  from  the 
fall  in  the  price  of  labor  and  materials — every  cir- 
cumstance opposes  this  policy,  and  recommends  a 
contrary  one. 

The  people  of  these  States,  like  the  three  great 
occupations  that  employ  them,  are  united  by  the 
strongest  ties  of  reciprocal  interest.  They  feel  a 
just  pride  in  the  inheritance  bequeathed  to  them 
by  their  ancestors,  their  common  freedom  and 
glory  ;  and  they  equally  appreciate  the  blessings 
which  they  derive  from  that  union,  which  is  the 
result  of  tneir  mutual  exertions,  and  which  it  is 
mutually  their  interest  to  preserve.  But  these 
blessings  must  be  seriously  impaired  without  the 
cultivation  of  good  will,  and  the  undeviating  ex- 
ercise of  justice  towards  each  other.  It  is  by  this 
means  only  that  the  temple  of  our  Union  can  be 
cemented  and  consolidated,  and  that  we  can  pre- 
serve It  from  the  fate  which  the  dissoluble  febrics 
of  other  Governments  have  shared.  The  com- 
mittee believe  that  nothing  can  have  a  greater 
tendency  to  diminish  our  confidence  in  the  Got- 
ernment  of  the  Union,  and  to  impair  our  affec- 
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tion  for  it,  than  all  those  measures  which  distri- 
bute its  advantages  partially  and  unequally.  They 
believe  that  such  will  pre-eminently  be  the  effect 
of  the  manufacturing  system  as  proposed  by  the 
tariff  bill  that  has  been  reported,  and  they  fear 
that  this  is  only  the  commencement  of  the  sys- 
tem ;  not  that  they  attribute  any  unfriendly  de- 
signs or  impure  motives  to  its  friends,  but  that  the 
same  reasoning  which  has  begun  the  policy  will 
dictate  its  continuance;  and  that  the  unsuccessful 
issue  of  every  effort  will  be  an  argument,  not  for 
abandoning  it,  but  for  making  a  new  attempt. 

The  committee  are  fully  aware  of  the  great  im- 
portance of  certainty  and  stability  in  the  regula- 
tions of  trade,  and  of  the  tendency  of  constant 
fluctuations  to  impair  that  confidence  which  is 
necessary  to  the  activity  and  success  of  commer- 
cial operations ;  but  it  is  desirable  that  agricul- 
ture should  experience  at  least  some  of  the  benefits 
of  those  changes  which  our  present  system  seems 
destined  to  undergo.  Believing,  however,  as  the 
committee  do,  that  the  proper  object  of  a  system 
of  duties  is  revenue,  they  regard  the  revision  of 
the  tariff  as  being  strictly  the  province  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  With  these  im- 
pressions, and  representing,  as  they  do,  only  one 
of  the  great  interests  of  the  community,  they  for- 
bear to  projKjse  any  positive  measures  which 
might  seriously  and  extensively  affect  them  all. 
They  have  freely  expressed  their  own  sentiments 
on  the  important  subject  referred  to  them,  and 
they  believe  those  of  the  great  majority  of  the 
agriculturists  throughout  the  country.  In  confor- 
mity with  these  sentiments,  they  ofi'er  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  increase  of  the  duties  pro- 
posed in  the  bill  entitled  "A  bill  to  regulate  the 
duties  on  imports,  and  for  other  purposes,"  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  is  incompa- 
tible with  the  interests  of  agriculture  and  of  the 
community  generally,  and  ought  not  to  be  adopted. 


Theaschy  Department,  Feb.  5,  1821. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respectfully  re- 
ports to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund: 
That  the  sum  disbursed  from  the  Treasury,  daring  the 
year  1819,  on  account  of  the  principal  and  interest 
of  the  public  debt,  as  per  the  last  annual  report 
was  ...  $7,721,020  96 

From  which  deduct  the 
amount  of  repayment 
in  that  year      -         -  17,199  09 

$7,703,821  87 

Which,  with  a  sum  arising  from  dam- 
ages and  interest  on  two  protested 
bills  of  exchange,  repaid  in  1819, 
which  in  that  year  had  been  purchased 
and  remitted  to  Eurof>e,  for  payment 
of  interest  on  Louisiana  stock  • 
Together  wilb  this  sum,  being  the  dif- 
ference between  the  principal  of  stock 
purchased  during  the  year  1819  and 
tbe  money  paid  for  the  same  - 
And  a  further  sum,  being  gain  on  re- 
mittances to  Europe  in  1819,  as  ap- 
pears by  statement  D,  annexed  to 
the  last  annual  report       ... 


8  I  N  K  I  N  G  F  U  N  D  . 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  February  7,  1821.] 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  re- 
spectfully report  to  Congress : 

That  the  measures  which  have  been  authorized 
by  the  board,  subsequently  to  the  last  report  of  the 
5th  of  February,  1820,  so  far  as  the  same  have 
been  completed,  are  fully  detailed  in  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  this  board,  dated 
the  5th  day  of  the  present  month,  and  in  the  state-, 
ments  therein  referred  to,  which  are  herewith 
transmitted,  and  prayed  to  be  received  as  a  part  of 
this  report. 

JOHN  GAILLARD, 

President  of  the  Senate  pro  tern. 
JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS, 

Secretary  of  State. 
WM.  H.  CRAWFORD, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Washinoto.n,  Feb.  6,  1821. 


(a)  2,631  78 


47.608  49 


1,322  87 


Amounting,  together,  to 


$7,755,385  01 


Have  been  accounted  for  in  the  following  manner,  viz  : 
There   was  applied  for  tbe  payment  ol'  a  sum  short 
provided  on  account  of  tbe  public  debt,  due  prior  to 
the  Ist  January,  1819,  as  per  statement  B,  annexed 
to  the  last  annual  report         •         .       $128,427  69 
Tbe  application  during  the  year  1819 
towards  the  payment  of  the  principal 
and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  as 
ascertained  by  accounts  rendered  to 
this  Department,  amounted,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  annexed  statement  A, 
to  tbe  sum  of        •   $7,656,873  16 


In  the  reimbursement 
of  the  principal  of 
tbe    deferred  stock 

In  tbe  purchase  of  the 
domestic  debt,  (cost 
$664,356  62,)       - 

In  the  redemption  of 
tbe  Louisiana  stock 

In  the  payment  of  the 
principal  of  Trea- 
sury notes     - 

In  the  payment  of  cer- 
tain parts  of  the  do- 
mestic debt  • 


485,863  45 


711,957  55 
1,215,449  73 


80,000  00 


64  32 


2,493,335  05 
On  account  of  the  in- 
terest and  charges      5,163,538  11 


7,666,873  16 


(a)  Amount  of  repayment  by  J.  M.  Ehrick,  including 
interest  and  damages  ...  $15,5S^  66 

Cost  of  two  bills  purchased  by  him  in 

1818,  £2,900  iterling,  at  par       -        -    12,888,  88 

$2,631  78 
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Of  this  cum  there  was 
short  provided,  con- 
sisting of  UDclaim- 
ed  dividends  on  the 
public  debt,  not  ap* 
plied  for  by  the  pro- 
prietors, as  per  the 
annexed  statement 
B         -        -        - 


•^9,915  84 


7,626,957  32 
-'  $7,755,38»  01 

That,  during  the  year  1820,  the  following  disburse- 
ments were  made  out  of  the  Treasury  on  account 
of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt: 

On  account  of  the  interest  on  the  domestic  debt  and 
reimbursement  of  the  principal  of  the  deferred 
stock $5,474,378  88 

On  account  of  the  principal  and  inter- 
est of  Treasury  notes    -         -         - 

On  account  of  the  redemption  of  the 
Louisiana  stock     -         -         -         • 

On    account   of  the  interest    on  the 
same 

On  account  of  the  redemption  of  the 
domestic  debt        -         -         -         - 

On  account  of  certain  parts  of  the  do- 
mestic debt  -         -         -         -         - 

On   account  of  the  Mississippi  stock 


Alto,  in  the  payment  of 

the    interest  on    the 

funded  debt  and  Tre- 
asury note*       -         -  5,024,797  57 
And  for  replacing  funds 

heretofore    advanced 

for   the   payment   of 

converted  6  per  cent. 

stock,  which  in  1819 

had  been  repaid  into 

the  Treasury    - 


1,678  43 
8,565,964  13 


Making,  together,  as  will  appear  by 
the  annexed  statement  C,  the  sum 


105,444 

1 
57 

1.785,662 

04 

188,133 

87 

1,718 

77 

124 

08 

1,150,468 

32 

1 

In  the  next  annual  state- 
ment, the  repayments 
in  1620  will  be  exhib- 
ited as  a  deduction 
from  the  total  amount 
of  warrants  issued  for 
the  public  debt  for 
that  year,  to  the 
amount  of       .^ 

And  there  is  estimated 
as  remaining  unap- 
plied in  the  hands  of 
the  igents  in  Europe, 
and  in  protested  bills, 
on  the  1st  of  January, 
1821,  per  estimate  (i 


of 


-    $8,705,930  53 


$8,628,514  28 


Which  disbursements  were  made  from  the  appropria- 
tion of  $10,000,000,  for  the  year  1820,  agreeably  to 
the  act  of  the  3d  March,  1817,  to 
the  amount  of       -         -         -         - 

And  from  repayment  into  the  Trea- 
sury, on  account  of  moneys  hereto- 
fore advanced  for  the  interest  and 
reimbursement  of  the  public  debt 
and  Treasury  noted,  as  per  the  an- 
nexed sUtement  E,       -         -         -  77,416  25 

I  

i  $8,705,930  53 

!  - 

and  will  be  accounted  for  in  the  next  annual  report,  in 
conformity  to  accounts  which  shall  then  have  been 
rendered  to  this  Department. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  manner  in  which  the  said  sum 

has  been  applied  is  estimated  as  follows : 

There  is  estimated  to  have  been  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  deficiency  at  the  end  of  1819,  as  per 
statement  B  ....         $29,915  84 

Also,  in  the  reimbursement  of  the 
deferred  stock  -         •  f503,196  94 

Also,  in  the  payment  of 


the  principal    Treas- 
ury notes 

Also,  towards  the  re- 
demption of  the  Lou- 
isiana stock 

Also,  in  the  purchase  of 
stock  and  payment  of 
certain  parts  of  the  do- 
mestic debt 

Also,  in  the  payment  of 
the  Mississippi  stock  1,150,468  32 


100,000  00 


1,785,662  04 


180  83 


77,416  25 


114,439  79 
8,757,830   17 


From  which  deduct  this 
sum  short  provided  on 
account  of  unclaimed 
dividends,  payable  but 
not  demanded  at  the 
Treasury 


81,815  48 


8,676,014  69 
$8,705,930  53 

A  statement  marked  H  is  annexed,  which  exhibit* 
the  balance  of  the  annual  appropriation  of  $10,000,000 
unexpended  on  the  Ist  January,  1821. 

And  statement  marked  I,  of  the  funded  debt  of  the 
United  States  on  the  1st  January,  1S21. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
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RIGHT  OF  A  8T.\TE  TO  TAX  A  BRANCH  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES  BANK. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  February  1,  1821] 
Columbus,  January  22,  1821. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  en- 
closed report  and  resolutions  on  the  subject  of  cer- 
tain proceedings  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  to  request  that  you  will  lay  the  same  before 
the  Senate,  over  which  you  preside. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

ETHAN  A.  BROWN. 

To  the  President  of  the  Senate,  U.  S. 


Ohio— Bank  of  the  United  States. 


Report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houeee  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio  on  the  commu- 
nication uf  the  Afuiitor  of  State  upon  the  subject  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
offainst  the  officers  of  State  in  the  United  States  cir- 
cuit court. 

From  the  papers  submitted  to  the  committee,  it 
appears  that,  in  the  month  of  September,  1819,  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  exhibited  a  bill  in  chan- 
cery before  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States, 
then  sitting  at  Chilicothe,  against  Ralph  Osborn, 
auditor  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  obtained  in  that 
court  an  order  of  injunction  against  him,  prohib- 
iting him,  as  auditor,  from  performing  the  duties 
enjoined  upon  him  by  the  "Act  to  levy  and  col- 
lect a  tax  from  ali  banks  and  individuals,  and 
companies  and  associations  of  individuals,  that 
may  transact  banking  business  in  this  State  with- 
out being  authorized  to  do  so  by  the  laws  thereof." 

It  further  appears  that  the  auditor,  not  being 
satisfied,  before  the  time  appointed  by  law  for  him 
to  act,  that  an  injunction  had  been  ordered,  issued 
his  warrant  in  conformity  to  the  law  under  which 
the  tax  imposed  by  law  was  collected  and  paid 
into  the  State  treasury. 

It  further  appears  that  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United   States,  at  their  last  term,  adjudged   that 
this  act  of  official  duty  was  a  contempt  of  court; 
for  committing  which,  they  awarded  a  writ  of  at-  '. 
tachment  against  the  auditor,  returnable  to  Janu- ' 
ary  term  next. 

It  appears,  also,  that,  at  the  September  temi  last,  ; 
upon   the  application  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  an  order  was  made  allowing  them  to  file 
an  amended  and  supplemental  bill  making  Samuel 
Sullivan,  the  Treasurer  of  Slate,  a  defendant,  "as 
preseuttreasurerof  Ohio,and  in  hisprivaieand  indi- 
vidual character ;"  and  also  making  Hiram  Mirick 
Curry,  late  treasurer,  and  John  L.  Harper,  the  offi- 
cer that  collected   the  tax,  defendants;  upon  the 
filing  of  which  amended  and  supplementary  bill, 
a  further  order  of  injunction  was  made,  prohibit- 
ing the  Treasurer  of  State  from  negotiating,  deliv- 
ering over,  or  in  any  manner  parting  with  or  dis- 
posing of  the  money  collected  for  tax,  and  paid 
into  the  State  treasury  according  to  law.     And  it  i 
further  appears  that,  besides  these  proceedings,  an  ' 
action  of^  trespass,  at  the  suit  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  was  commenced,  and  made  return- 
able to  the  last  September  terra  of  the  same  circuit 
court,  against    Ralph    Osborn,  John    L.  Harper, 
Thomas  Orr,  James  McCollister,  John  C.  Wright, 
and  Charles  Hammond,  in  which  the  plaintiffs 
have  filed  a  declaration  charging,  among  other  I 
things,  the  taking  and  carrying  away  the  same  sum  I 
of  money  in  the  proceedings  in  chancery  specified,  ' 
ander  color  and  pretence  of  the  law  of  Ohio. 

Whatever  attempt  may  be  made  to  characterize  j 
this  proceeding  as  a  controversy  between  individ-  i 
oals,  it  is  evident  that  its  practical  effect  is  to 
make  the  State  a  defendent  before  the  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States.  In  every  thing  but 
the  name,  the  State  is  the  actual  defendant.  No 
other  interest  but  that  of  the  State  is  involved. 
Iq  every  stage  of  the  inquiry,  the  rights,  interests, 


and  powers  of  the  State  only  are  presented  for 
adjudication.  The  final  process  must  operate  di- 
rectly upon  the  State,  and,  if  eflfectual,  must  de- 
range totally  the  official  accounts  both  in  the 
Auditor's  and  Treasurer's  departments ;  for,  if 
there  be  a  specific  decree,  as  prayed  for  in  the  sup- 
plemental bill,  at  specific  execution  may  be  sent 
into  the  State  treasury  to  carry  that  decree  spe- 
cifically into  effect. 

Nor  is  it  only  in  its  practical  effect  that  the 
real  character  of  this  proceeding  is  to  be  perceived. 
It  is  distinctly  avowed  in  the  body  of  the  bill,  both 
by  naming  the  General  Assembly  of  Ohio  as  the 
offending  party,  and  by  calling  on  the  court  to 
restram  the  Auditor  of  Slate  from  performing 
official  acts  in  his  official  character ;  and,  in  fact, 
it  would  seem,  from  the  foundation  upon  which 
the  injunction  was  allowed,  both  on  the  first  and 
second  applications,  that  the  court  must  have  re- 
garded it  as,  substantially,  a  proceeding  against 
the  State. 

All  judicial  proceedings  are  founded  upon  facts 
established  judicially.  The  transactions  of  indi- 
viduals are  verified  by  testimony  judicially  taken; 
but  the  proceedings  of  Stales  and  Governments 
are  regarded  as  of  public  notoriety,  to  be  received 
upon  the  evidence  of  general  history.  When  an 
individual  applies  for  an  injunction  against  ano- 
ther individual,  his  application  is  never  regarded 
unless  the  matter  alleged  in  his  petition  be  estab- 
lished by  his  own  affidavit,  or  that  of  others.  The 
court  never  restrain  an  individual  in  the  exercise 
of  his  supposed  rights,  upon  the  naked  sugges- 
tion of  another.  1  he  law  of  Virginia,  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  of  Ohio,  alike  requires  that,  before  any 
injunction  shall  be  granted,  the  judge  or  court 
granting  it  shall  be  satisfied,  by  affidavit  at  the 
loot  of  the  bill,  or  by  other  means,  that  the  allega- 
tions in  the  bill  are  true.  The  practice  of  the 
federal  court  and  federal  judges  in  Ohio  has  been 
to  require  proof.  No  injunction  has  been  granted 
upon  mere  suggestion  until  that  against  Ralph 
Osborn,  Auditor  of  State.  No  other  injunction 
has  been  granted  upon  mere  suggestion  but  that 
against  Samuel  Sullivan,  Treasurer  of  State.  Both 
these  injunctions  were  granted  instantly,  upon  ap- 
plication by  bill  alone,  without  any  proof  being 
offered  or  required  that  one  single  allegation  con- 
tained in  the  bill  was  true.  This  departure  from 
the  common  course  of  proceeding  can  be  account- 
ed for  and  vindicated  but  upon  one  ground — that 
the  party  substantially  a  defendant  was  a  sovereign 
State,  all  of  whose  proceedings  were  matters  of 
public  notoriety,  of  which  the  court  was  informed 
Avithout  proof  in  the  ordinary  raode. 

By  the  original  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  Stales,  the  federal  judiciary  were 
empowered  to  take  cognizance  of  controversies 
between  a  Slate  and  citizens  of  another  Slate; 
but  by  the  same  instrument  this  jurisdiction  was 
vested  exclusively  in  the  Supreme  Court.  A  State 
never  could  be  held  to  answer  or  be  made  amena- 
ble before  a  circuit  court  of  the  United  States. 
By  the  eleventh  amendment  to  the  Constitution, 
this  power  to  call  a  State  to  answer  before  the 
Supreme  Court,  at  the  suit  of  a  citizen,  was  wholly 
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taken  from  the  federal  judiciary.     It  is  perfectly 
clear  that,  before  this  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion was  made,  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  could  not  have  entertained  jurisdiction  of 
a  suit  in  equity,  enjoining  the  State  officers  from 
executing  the  State  laws,  in  a  case  of  the  direct 
action  of  the  State  sovereignty,  like  that  for  the 
collection  of  taxes.     The  principal,  and  not  the 
ministerial  agent  is  always  the  proper  defendant 
in  such  a  suit.     That  principal  being  directly  and 
personally  amenable   in  the  Supreme  Court,  his 
case  could  not  be  drawn  to  a  tribunal  that  had  no 
jurisdiction  over  the  principal,  by  instituting  a  suit 
against  the  agent  alone.     The  State,  before  the 
amendment,  could  be  sued  in  equity  before  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  and  could,  in  a 
proper  case,  be  there  enjoined.     In  that  court  only 
could  a  State  be  prohibited  from  carrying  her  laws 
into  operation.     For  that  very  reason   her  officer 
could  not  be  enjoined  in  a  circuit  court.     It  would 
be  to  subject  the  interest  and  rights  of  the  State  to 
the  decision  of  a  tribunal  that  had  no  jurisdiction 
to  decide  them,  and  where  the  State  could  not  be 
admitted  a  defendant  to  defend  them.     It  is,  there- 
fore, a  strange  doctrine  to  maintain  that  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution,  expressly  forbidding  the 
judges  so  to  construe  the  Constitution  as  to  call 
States  before  the  supreme  courts  as  defendants,  at 
the  suit  of  individuals,  is  to  operate  as  vesting  the 
circuit  courts  with  powers   to  do  that  indirectly 
which  they  never  had   any  direct  power  to   do. 
The  amendment  was  intended  to  protect  the  States 
from  a  direct  responsibility,  upon  process  before  the 
Supreme  Court,  the  only  tribunal  before  which 
•  they  were  then  liable  to  be  called  to  answer.     By 
the  construction  now  attempted,  this  amendment 
is  made  to  vest  the  circuit  court  with  a  jurisdiction 
equally  effective  against  the  State,  though  indirect 
in  its  form  of  proceeding.     It  effects  nothing  but 
the  degradation  and  humiliation  of  the  States,     In- 
stead of  the  distinction  of  being  called  to  defend  its 
rights  before  the  highest  judicial  tribunal  of  the  na- 
tion, the  State  is  reduced  to  the  level  of  the  most 
ordinary  citizen,  and  made  answerable  in  an  infe- 
rior tribunal.     Instead  of  enjoying  the  privilege  of 
managing  directly  its  own  interests,  and  absolutely 
controlling  its  own  defence,  the  Slate  must  submit 
to  the  consequence  of  blending  its  interests  with 
the  timidity  or  treachery  of  others,  and  must  be 
concluded   in  a  decision  made  by  a  case  which  it 
is  in  the  power  of  others  to  manage  as  they  please. 
The  committee  are  persuaded  that  such  was  not 
the  object  of  the  amendment,  and  that  such  is  not 
the  correct  construction  of  the  Constitution. 

It  is  asserted  that  this  is  an  individual  proceed- 
ing against  th«  persons  named  as  defendants ;  that 
although  the  State  cannot  be  sued,  yet  persons  re- 
main responsible,  and  may  be  made  subject  to  every 
proper  process.  It  has  heretofore  been  deemed  a 
sound  maxim  in  ethics,  that  whatever  could  not  be 
lawfully  done  directly,  could  not  be  justly  effected 
by  indirect  means.  If  this  maxim  be  regarded,  (as 
the  State  never  could  be  directly  proceeded  against 
in  the  circuit  court  without  a  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution,) every  indirect  mode  of  proceeding  ought 
to  be  considered  inadmissible;  but,  in  fact,  and 


substantially,  this  is  not  a  proceeding  against  ia- 
dividuals. 

A  court  of  chancery  proceeds  against  the  person 
and  against  the  subject :  in  technical  language,  in 
persmam  and  in  rem.  The  proceeding  in  this  case 
is  not  against  Ralph  Osborn  and  Samuel  Sullivan 
for  any  matter  in  which  they  have  an  individual 
or  personal  concern ;  it  is  only  in  the  performance 
of  official  duties  that  the  process  of  tne  court  in- 
terferes to  control  them.  It  was  not  for  himself, 
or  upon  his  individual  account,  that  Ralph  Osboni 
issued  his  warrant  to  collect  a  tax  from  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States;  it  was  for  the  State,  and  in 
his  character  as  auditor,  that  he  acted  :  it  is  not  in 
the  transaction  of  individual  business,  or  upon  his 
own  contracts,  that  Samuel  Sullivan  is  forbidden 
to  dispose  of,  or  part  with,  particular  funds.  He 
is  inhibited  from  paying  away  money  received  by 
him  as  treasurer,  neld  by  him  as  such,  and  for  the 
disbursement  of  which  he  is  officially  responsible 
to  the  State. 

A  State,  in  the  abstract,  is  an  intangible  entity, 
like  a  corporation  ;  in  substance,  it  is  a  community 
of  individuals ;  it  can  only  act  by  individual  agents, 
and  its  power  of  action  is  completely  destroyed 
when  these  agents  are  restrained  from  acting.  It 
IS  solemn  trilling  to  admit  that  a  Slate  cannot  be 
sued  in  the  circuit  court,  and,  at  the  same  time,  in- 
sist that  every  agent  that  the  State  employs  may 
be  controlled  and  restrained  from  performing  his 
official  functions  by  the  same  circuit  court. 

The  Auditor  of  State  is  a  ministerial  agehl  in  ihe 
executive  department  of  the  Government;  il  is 
his  duly  to  superintend  the  collection  of  the  reve- 
nue; he  acts  directly  for  the  whole  people  upon 
each  ;  in  every  one  of  his  official  act."  he  exercise* 
a  portion  of  the  sovereign  power ;  and  when  he  is 
restrained  from  acting  officially,  it  is  the  .sovereign 
power  of  the  State  that  is  restrained. 

Injunctions  to  stay  proceedings  in  the  courts  of 
law  are  founded  upon  a  different  principle  ;  they 
act  upon  the  parly  and  not  upon  the  court,  and 
call  in  question  the  conduct  of  the  party,  not  the 
justice  or  integrity  of  the  judges.  The  people, 
too  frequently  called  the  Government,  never  in- 
tend that  one  individual  shall  use  their  power  to 
do  injustice  to  another.  Courts  of  chancery  are 
instituted,  not  to  control  the  courts  of  law,  but  to 
control  individuals  who  may  have  obtained  un- 
conscionable advantages  in  the  law  courts.  The 
proceedings  of  the  chancery  court  is  the  act  of  the 
people ;  but  il  does  not  operate  upon  the  people 
themselves  in  and  through  the  courts  of  law;  it 
only  withdraws  the  subject  from  the  judgment  of 
the  people  in  their  law  court,  to  their  judgment  in 
their  court  of  chancery,  upon  the  principle  that 
adequate  justice  cannot  be  administered  elsewhere. 
This  injunction  operates  through  the  auditor 
upon  the  whole  people  of  the  Slate.  He  is  their 
agent;  his  acts  are  their  acts  ;  he  proceeds  under 
their  direction,  and  for  their  sole  benefit.  They 
are  responsible  for  his  errors,  and  are  bound  to 
protect  him  from  unjust  responsibility. 

If  the  injunction  was  intended,  and  did  in  fact 
operate  upon  Ralph  Osborn  alone,  his  resignation 
or  removal  from  office  would  render  il  unavailing. 
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His  successor  in  office  would  be  at  liberty  to  act 
notwithstanding  the  injunction.  But  that  this 
wa5  not  the  intention,  and  is  understood  not  to  be 
the  effect  of  this  injunction,  is  placed  beyond  all 
doubt.  The  bill  prayed  not  only  that  Ralph  Os- 
born, Auditor  of  State,  but  that  all  others  whom 
it  concerned,  should  be  enjoined,  and  so  the  order 
of  injunction  was  made.  The  court  have  judi- 
cially declared  that  this  order  did  not  extend  to 
Ralph  Osborn  and  his  agent  alone,  but  to  all  who 
might  act  upon  the  subject.  By  resigning  his 
office  after  notice  of  an  application  for  tne  injunc- 
tion, Ralph  Osborn  would  have  ceased  to  have 
any  concern  in  the  subject  of  it.  Yet  we  are  dis- 
tinctly given  to  understand  that  his  successor  in 
office  was  enjoined,  as  well  as  every  other  agent 
or  officer  whom  the  law  might  appoint,  to  per- 
form any  duty  connected  with  the  collection  pro- 
hibited. This  fact  alone  would  seem  decisive  that 
the  proceeding  is  not  personal  against  Ralph  Os- 
born, but  is  direct  against  the  Auditor  of  Stale. 

It  is  charged  in  the  supplemental  bill  that  the 
money  collected  was  delivered  to  Hiram  Mirick 
Currey  to  keep  upon  deposite,  and  by  him  deliv- 
ered to  Samuel  Sullivan  to  keep  in  like  manner; 
it  is  also  charged  that  at  the  time  of  receiving  the 
money  Currey  was  treasurer  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
and  at  the  time  of  delivering  it  to  Sullivan  he 
was  the  successor  of  Currey;  and  the  bill  prays 
that  Currey  as  late  treasurer,  and  Sallivan  as  pres- 
ent treasurer,  and  also  in  their  individual  capaci- 
ties, may  be  made  defendants ;  the  bill  also  prays 
that  Sullivan  may  be  enjoined  from  disposing  of 
the  specific  moneys  received  by  him  upon  account 
of  the  tax.  This  injunction,  too,  is  granted  upon 
the  suggestions  contained  in  the  bill,  without  any 
eridence  tliai  the  money  was  paid  to  Sullivan  as 
alleged. 

This  proceeding  is  not  merely  personal  against 
the  treasurer,  it  is  direct  against  the  subject ;  and 
that  subject  is  money  in  the  Slate  treasury  re- 
ceived by  the  treasurer  as  revenue  of  the  State, 
receipted  for  as  such,  and  as  such  carried  into  his 
official  accounts.  But  this  is  not  a  proceeding 
against  the  Stale,  because  the  complainants  allege 
that  the  "  nature  and  character  of  the  whole  trans- 
action forbid  the  supposition  that  the  money  was 
received  by  the  detendants  in  the  capacity  of 
treasurer."  Thus  the  court  are  called  to  deter- 
mine the  whole  transaction  to  be  illegal,  and  then 
to  invest  themselves  with  jurisdiction  to  reach  the 
specific  funds,  by  shutting  their  eyes  to  the  real 
facts  of  the  case,  and  supposing  a  slate  of  things 
that  never  did  exist. 

When  a  Stale  was  liable  to  be  sued  before  the 
Supreme  Court,  the  process  issued  against  the 
State,  and  the  court  directed  a  service  to  be  made 
upon  the  Governor  for  the  time  being.  If  the 
proceedings  in  the  present  case  are  correct,  it  is 
now  sufficient  to  issue  process  against  the  person 
who  may  happen  to  be  treasurer,  and  name  him 
both  as  treasurer  and  as  an  individual,  and,  upon 
such  process,  at  the  mere  suggestion  of  a  com- 
plainant, prohibit  him  from  using,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  State,  any  moneys  paid  to  him  officially 
whch  it  may  be  alleged  were  collected  illegally. 


In  due  season  a  decree  may  be  passed  for  the  spe- 
cific restitution  of  the  money  thus  claimed,  and 
this  decree  will  bind  the  treasurer  that  may  be  in 
office  when  it  is  pronounced,  and  subject  him  to 
the  responsibilities  of  a  defendant.  If  he  refuse 
to  pay  the  money,  the  court  may  attach  him  for  a 
contempt ;  if  he  does  pay  it  without  a  legislative 
appropriation,  he  is  liable  upon  his  bond,  and  sub- 
ject to  impeachment.  Such  might  have  been  the 
consequence  of  a  judgment  against  a  Slate  in  the 
Supreme  Court ;  and  it  was,  no  doubt,  an  appre- 
hension of  such  a  result  that  induced  the  amead- 
ment  to  the  Constitution  forbidding  the  Federal 
courts  to  call  a  Slate  before  them  as  a  defendant  at 
the  suit  of  an  individual. 

Il  is  evident  that  the  principle  of  the  proceeding 
secures  to  the  Federal  tribunals  every  power  sup- 
posed to  be  taken  from  them  by  the  amendment. 
If  the  Auditor  of  Stale  can  be  enjoined  from  act- 
ing officially  ;  if  the  treasurer  can  be  decreed  to 
pay  back  money  received  as  revenue,  upon  the 
doctrine  that  the  court  consider  them  wrongdoers, 
there  is  no  case  of  the  exercise  of  State  power 
that  may  not  be  completely  controlled.  The  Le- 
gislature levy  a  tax  ;  the  Federal  court  are  called 
upon,  and,  upon  motion,  adjudge  il  to  be  contrary 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uniled  Slates ;  they  re- 
gard the  collector  as  a  wrongdoer,  and  enjoin  him 
from  collecting  it ;  the  lax  is  collected  and  j»aid 
into  the  Slate  treasury ;  the  Federal  court  are  ap- 
plied to  ;  they  pronounce  the  tax  unconstitutional ; 
the  collection  a  trespass ;  the  State  treasurer  a 
baillee  for  the  claimant,  and  decree  a  restitution  of 
the  amount.  The  Legislature  of  the  State  enact 
a  law  for  the  punishment  of  crimes ;  an  individ- 
ual is  convicted  under  its  provisions,  and  impris- 
oned in  the  penitentiary  ;  ne  complains  that  the 
law  under  which  he  is  convicted  is  repugnant  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States ;  he  calls 
upon  til .'  Federal  court  for  redress  ;  the  court  de- 
cide the  law  to  be  unconstitutional,  the  conviction 
illegal,  the  keeper  of  the  penitentiary  a  trespasser, 
and  order  the  prisoner  to  be  discharged.  In  such 
a  proceeding  they  keep  the  State  entirely  out  of 
view,  and  regard  it  as  a  mere  personal  matter ; 
they  shut  their  eyes  to  the  real  slate  of  facts,  and 
assert  "  that  the  nature  and  character  of  the  whole 
transaction  forbid  the  supposition"  that  the  State 
could  have  had  any  agency  or  concern  in  the  im- 
prisonment. In  this  manner  the  States  may  be 
placed  at  the  fool  of  the  Federal  Judiciary,  as  wdl 
in  its  administration  of  its  criminal  justice  as  in 
its  fiscal  concerns. 

In  granting  an  injunction  against  the  Auditor  of 
State,  in  the  first  instance,  and  in  awarding  an 
attachment  against  him  for  disobedience  to  that 
injunction,  the  federal  circuit  court  in  Ohio  have 
unequivocally  asserted  a  jurisdiction  over  the  State 
and  its  officers  in  the  collection  of  revenue.  The 
circumstances  under  which  the  attachment  was 
ordered  admonish  us  that  the  jurisdiction  thus  as- 
serted will  be  without  rcluctMce  enforced.  The 
auditor  will  be  fined  or  imprisoned,  or  both,  for 
executing  his  official  duly ;  and  the  Stale  must 
either  acquiesce  in  the  correctness  of  the  proceed- 
ing, and  avert  the  consequence,  by  retracing  their 


i! 


1691 


APPENDIX. 


1692 


I 


n 


ii 


«|! 


Ohio— Bank  of  the  United  StaUt. 


steps,  or,  regarding  it  as  an  encroachment  upon 
their  jast  authority,  must  prepare  to  take  such  a 
stand  against  it  as  the  Constitution  and  a  just  re- 
gard to  their  rights  may  warrant. 

The  committee  conceive  that  the  proceeding 
in  this  case,  by  bill  in  chancery  and  injunction 
against  the  auditor  and  treasurer,  is,  to  every 
substantial  purpose,  a  process  against  the  State. 
The  auditor  and  treasurer  are  defendants  in 
name  and  in  form  only,  and  can  only  be  made  and 
regarded  as  defendants  to  evade  the  provisions  of 
the  Constitution.  From  the  view  they  have 
taken  of  the  subject,  the  conclusion  seems  inevit- 
able, that  the  Federal  court  have  asserted  a  juris- 
diction which  a  just  construction  of  the  Constitu- 
tion does  not  warrant;  and  the  committee  con- 
ceive, that  to  acquiesce  in  such  an  encroachment 
upon  the  privileges  and  authority  of  the  State, 
without  an  effort  to  defend  them,  would  be  an  act 
of  treachery  to  the  State  itself,  and  to  all  the  States 
that  compose  the  American  Union. 

The  committee  are  aware  of  the  doctrine,  that 
the  Federal  courts  are  exclusively  vested  with  ju- 
risdiction to  declare,  in  the  last  resort,  the  true 
interpretation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  To  this  doctrine,  in  the  latitude  contended 
for,  they  never  can  give  their  assent. 

Every  court  of  justice,  where  they  have  juris- 
diction over  the  parties  to  the  suit  and  the  subject 
of  controversy,  are,  of  necessity,  invested  with 
power  to  decide  every  question  upon  which  the 
rights  of  the  parties  depend ;  and  their  decision  is 
conclusive,  unless  a  superior  court  be  invested  with 
jurisdiction  to  review  it.  On  this  subject  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Federal  and  Slate  judiciary  are  precisely 
the  same.  These  powers  are  not  founded  upon 
any  expres.s  Constitutional  provision,  but  result 
from  the  very  nature  of  written  constitutions  and 
judicial  duty. 

Among  other  things,  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  declares  that  "  no  Stateshall  pass  any 
bill  of  attainder,  tx  pont  facto  law,  or  law  impairing 
the  obligation  of  contracts."  A  defendant,  prose- 
cuted for  a  crime  before  a  State  court,  may  insist 
that  the  law  upon  which  he  is  accused  is  ex  post 
facto.  If  the  State  court  decide  in  his  favor  it  is 
conclusive,  because  there  is  no  law  authorizing 
the  Federal  court  to  review  it.  If  the  decision  b« 
against  him,  it  is,  for  the  same  reason,  conclusive. 
No  person  can  be  criminally  prosecuted  before  the 
Federal  courts  for  the  violation  of  a  State  law. 
No  appeal  or  writ  of  error  from  the  decision  of  a 
State  court,  in  a  State  prosecution,  lies  to  the  Fed- 
eral court.  The  interpretation  of  that  provision 
of  the  Constitution  or  the  United  States,  which 
declares  that  no  State  shall  pass  an  ex  jtod  facto 
law  is  now  exclusively  vested  in  the  State  courts. 
Nor  can  the  Federal  courts  ever  be  vested,  under 
the  Constitution,  as  it  now  stands,  with  effective 
jurisdiction  to  interpret  and  enforce  this  provision. 
They  cannot  be  empowered  to  take  the  adminis- 
tration of  criminal  justice  from  before  the  State 
courts,  in  the  incipient  stages  of  a  prosecution ;  and 
a  writ  of  error  after  judgment  would  clearly  be  a 
suit  at  law,  in  which  the  State  must  be  defendant, 


and  would  come  directly  within  the  terms  of  the 
amendment. 

In  this  case,  then,  the  Federal  courts  cannot  now 
pronounce  an  effective  judicial  decision.  They 
cannot  possess  themselves  of  jurisdiction  over  the 
parties  upon  whom  any  decision  '.hey  might  make 
could  operate.  Yet  individuals  may  contrive  some 
feigned  action,  or  make  some  feigned  issue,  and 
present  to  the  Federal  court  for  decision  a  case, 
calling  upon  them,  and  thus  empowering  them  to 
decide  that,  upon  a  particular  state  of  facts,  the 
operation  of  a  State  law  would  be  ex  post  factc^ 
within  the  meaning  of  the  provision  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  A  decision  thus 
obtained  would  be  entitled  to  res[)ect  as  the  opin- 
ion of  eminent  men,  but  never  could  be  regarded 
as  a  judicial  declaration  of  the  law  of  the  land. 

By  an  express  provision  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  a  provision  introduced  pur- 
posely to  effect  that  object,  the  States,  in  any  con- 
troversies they  may  have  with  individuals,  are 
placed  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  PVderal 
courts.  It  would  seem  incontrovertible  that  the 
amendatory  article  placed  the  States  and  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  a  relation  to  each  other  different  from 
that  in  which  they  stood  under  the  original  Con- 
stitution— different  in  this:  that,  in  all  cases  where 
the  States  could  not  be  called  to  answer  in  the 
Federal  courts,  these  courts  ceased  to  be  a  Consti- 
tutional tribunal  to  investigate  and  determine  their 
power  and  authority  under  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  The  duty  of  the  courts  to  declare 
the  law  terminated  with  their  authority  to  exe- 
cute it. 

The  committee  conceive  that  such  is  the  true, 
and  such  is  the  settled  construction  of  the  Consti- 
tution ;  settled  by  an  authority  paramount  to  all 
others,  and  from  which  there  can  be  no  appeal — 
the  authority  of  the  people  themselves. 

So  early  as  the  year  1798,  the  States  and  the 
|)eople  were  called  to  declare  their  opinions  upon 
the  question  involving  the  relative  rights  and  pow- 
ers of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and 
of  the  Governments  of  the  separate  States.  In 
the  month  of  November  of  that  year,  the  State  of 
Kentucky  resolved  : 

"  That  the  several  States  comprising  the  Unired 
States  of  America  are  not  united  on  the  principle 
of  unlimited  submission  to  their  General  Govern- 
ment ;  but  that,  by  compact,  under  the  style  and 
title  of  a  Constitution  for  the  United  States,  and 
amendments  thereto,  they  constituted  a  General 
Government  for  special  purposes,  delegated  to  that 
Government  certain  dennite  powers,  reserving  to 
each  State  itself  the  residuary  mass  of  right  to 
their  own  self-government ;  and  that,  whensoever 
the  General  Government  assumes  undelegated 
powers,  its  acts  are  unauthoritative,  void,  and  of 
no  force;  that  to  this  compact  each  State  acceded 
as  a  State,  and  is  an  integral  party,  its  co-Statet 
forming,  as  to  itself,  the  other  party  ;  that  the  Gov- 
ernment created  by  this  compact  was  not  made  the 
exclusive  or  final  judge  of  the  extent  of  the  pow- 
ers delegated  to  itself,  since  that  would  have  made 
its  discretion,  and  not  the  Constitution,  the  meas- 
ure of  it5  power ;  but  that,  as  in  all  other  cases  of 


1693 


APPENDIX. 


1694 


Ohu^—Bank  of  the  United  SUUst. 


compact  among  parties  having  no  common  judge, 
each  party  has  an  equal  right  to  judge  for  itself, 
as  well  ol  infractions  as  of  the  mode  and  measure 
of  redress." 

In  the  month  of  December  of  the  same  year, 
(1798,)  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  resolved  : 

"That  this  Assembly  doth  explicitly  and  per- 
emptorily declare  that  it  views  the  powers  of  the 
Federal  Government  as  resulting  from  the  com- 
pact to  which  the  States  are  parties,  as  limited  by 
the  plain  sense  and  intention  of  the  instrument 
constituting  that  compact,  as  no  further  valid  than 
they  are  authorized  by  thegrantsenumerated  in  that 
compact;  and  that,  in  case  of  deliberate,  palpable, 
and  dangerous  exercise  of  other  powers  not  granted 
by  the  said  compact,  the  States  who  are  parties 
thereto  have  the  right,  and  are  in  duty  bound,  to 
interpose  for  arresting  the  progress  of  the  evil,  and 
for  maintaining  within  their  respective  limits,  the 
authorities,  rights,  and  liberties  appertaining  to 
them." 

It  cannot  be  forgotten  that  these  resolves,  and 
others  connected  with  them,  were  occasioned  by 
the  acts  of  Congress  commonly  called  the  alien 
and  sedition  laws,  and  by  certain  decisions  in  the 
Federal  circuit  courts,  recognising  the  obligatory 
force  of  the  common  law,  as  applicable  to  the  fed- 
eral jurisprudence. 

The  resolutions  of  Virginia  were  submitted  to 
the  Legislatures  of  the  diflerent  States ;  Delaware, 
Rhode  Island,  Massachusetts,  the  Senate  of  New 
York,  Connecticut,  New  Hampshire,  and  Ver- 
mont returned  answers  to  them,  strongly  repro- 
bating their  principle,  and  all  but  Delaware  and 
Connecticut  asserting  that  the  Federal  Judiciary 
were  exclusively  the  expositors  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution. In  tlie  Virginia  Legislature,  these  an- 
swers were  submitted  to  a  committee,  of  which 
Mr.  Madison  was  chairman,  and  in  January,  1800, 
this  committee  made  a  report,  which  has  ever  since 
been  considered  the  true  text-book  of  republican 
principles. 

In  that  report,  the  claim  that  the  Federal  Judi- 
ciary are  the  exclusive  expositors  of  the  Federal 
Constitution  is  taken  up  and  examined.  The  com- 
mittee say  : 

"But  it  is  objected  that  the  judicial  authority 
is  to  be  regarded  as  the  sole  expositor  of  the  Con- 
stitution, in  the  last  resort;  and  it  may  be  asked 
for  what  reason  the  declaration  by  the  General 
Assembly,  supposing  it  to  be  theoretically  true, 
could  be  required  at  the  present  day,  and  in  so  sol- 
emn a  manner  ? 

"  On  this  objection  it  might  be  observed,  first, 
that  there  may  be  instances  ol^usurped  power, 
which  the  forms  of  the  Constitution  would  never 
draw  within  thecontrolof  the  judicial  department; 
secondly,  that  if  the  decision  of  the  judiciary  be 
raised  above  the  authority  of  the  sovereign  par- 
ties to  the  Constitution,  the  decisions  of  the  other 
departments,  not  carried  by  the  forms  of  the  Con- 
Rtitution  before  the  judiciary,  must  be  equally  au- 
thoritative and  final  with  the  decisions  of  that  de- 
partment ;  but  the  proper  answer  to  the  objection 
IS,  that  the  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  re- 
lates to  those  great  and  extraordinary  cases  in 


which  all  the  forms  of  the  Constitution  may  prove 
ineffectual  against  infractions  dangerous  to  the  es- 
sential rights  of  the  parties  to  it.  The  resolution 
supposes  that  dangerous  powers  not  delegated  may 
not  only  be  usurped  and  executed  by  the  other  de- 
partments, but  that  the  judicial  departments  also 
may  exercise  or  sanction  dangerous  powers  beyond 
the  grant  of  the  Constitution  ;  and,  consequently, 
that  the  ultimate  right  of  the  parties  to  the  Consti- 
tution, to  judge  whether  the  compact  has  been  dan- 
gerously violated,  must  extend  to  violations  by  one 
delegated  authority  as  well  as  by  another,  by  the 
judiciary  as  well  as  by  the  executive  or  legisla- 
tive." 

"However  true,  therefore,  it  may  be,  that  the 
judicial  department  is,  in  all  questions  submitted 
to  it  by  the  forms  of  the  Constitution,  to  decide  in 
the  last  resort,  this  resort  must  necessarily  be  deem- 
ed the  last  in  relation  to  the  authorities  of  the  other 
departments  of  the  Government;  not  in  relation 
to  the  rights  of  the  parties  to  the  Constitutional 
compact,  from  which  the  judicial  as  well  as  the 
other  departments  hold  their  delegated  trusts.  On 
any  other  hypothesis,  the  delegation  of  judicial 
power  would  annul  the  authority  delegating  it; 
and  the  concurrence  of  this  department  with  the 
others  in  usurped  powers  might  subvert  forever, 
and  beyond  the  possible  reach  of  any  rightful  rem- 
edy, the  very  Constitution  which  all  were  insti- 
tuted to  preserve." 

The  resolutions  of  Kentucky  and  Virginia,  and 
of  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  the  Senate  of 
New  York,  New  Hampshire,  and  Vermont,  in  re- 
ply, and  the  answer  to  these  replies  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  Virginia,  were  a  direct  and  Constitutional 
appeal  to  the  States  and  to  the  people  upon  the 
great  question  at  issue.  The  appeal  was  decided 
bv  the  Presidential  and  other  elections  of  1800. 
The  States  and  the  people  recognised  and  affirm- 
ed the  doctrines  of  Kentucky  and  Virginia,  by  ef- 
fecting a  total  change  in  the  administration  of  the 
Federal  Government.  In  the  pardon  of  Callender, 
convicted  under  the  Sedition  law,  and  in  the  re- 
mittance of  his  fine,  the  new  administration  une- 
quivocally recognised  the  decision  and  the  author- 
ity of  the  States  and  of  the  people.  Thus  has  the 
question,  whether  the  Federal  courts  are  the  sole 
expositors  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
in  the  last  resort,  or  whether  the  States,  "as  in  all 
other  cases  of  compact  among  parties  having  no 
common  judge,"  have  an  equal  right  to  interpret 
that  Constitution  for  themselves,  where  their  sov- 
ereign rights  are  involved,  been  decided  against 
the  pretension  of  the  Federal  judges,  by  the  peo- 
ple themselves,  the  true  source  of  all  legitimate 
powers. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  high  au- 
thority of  this  precedent,  as  well  as  the  clear  right 
of  the  case,  imposes  a  duty  upon  the  State,  from 
which  it  cannot  shrink  without  dishonor.  So  long 
as  one  single  Constitutional  effort  can  be  made  to 
save  them,  the  State  ought  not  to  surrender  iiu 
rights  to  the  encroaching  pretensions  of  the^circuit 
court 

But  justice  should  ever  be  held  sacred.  Pride 
and  resentment  are  alike  poor  apologies  for  perse- 
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verance  in  error.   If  it  were  admitted  that  the  pro-  [ 
ceedings  of  the  Federal  court  against  the  State,  i 
through  its  officers,  are  not  warranted  by  the  Con- 
stitution, still,  if  the  Sfaie  has  commenced  in  er- 
ror, it  should  abandon  the  controvery.     Before, 
therefore,  we  determine  upon  the  course  we  ought  * 
to  pursue,  it  is  necessary  to  review  and  examine 
the  ground  upon  whi<5h  we  stand. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  established  an 
office  of  discount  and  deposite  at  Cincinnati,  in 
this  State,  which  commenced  banking  in  the 
Spring  of  the  year  1817.  The  Legislature  met 
in  December  following,  and  upon  the  13ih  day  of  j 
December  a  resolution  was  proposed  in  the  House  ' 
of  Representatives,  and  adopted,  appointing  a  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  taxing 
such  branches  as  were  or  might  be  established 
within  this  State.  The  committee  reported  against 
the  expediency  of  levying  such  a  tax,  but  the  House 
of  Representatives  reversed  their  report  by  a  ma- 
jority of  37  to  22.  A  substitute  for  their  report 
was  then  offered,  asserting  the  right  of  the  State 
to  levy  such  a  tax,  and  the  expediency  of  doing  it 
at  that  lime.  The  Constitutional  right  of  the  State 
to  levy  such  a  tax  was  carried  by  48  to  12,  and 
the  expediency  of  proceeding  to  levy  the  tax  by 
33  to  27.  A  bill  assessing  a  tax  was  reported  to 
the  House,  and  passed  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  and  final  passage,  and,  upon  the  third 
reading,  was  postponed  to  the  second  Monday  of 
December,  1818. 

After  this  solemn  assertion  of  the  right  to  tax, 
and  when  a  bill  for  that  purpose  was  pending  be- 
fore the  House  of  Representatives,  the  bank  pro- 
ceeded to  organize  a  second  office  of  discount  and 
deposite  at  Chilicothe,  in  this  State,  which  com- 
menced banking  in  the  Spring  of  the  year  1818. 
In  January,  1819,  the  Legislature  enacted  the  law 
levying  the  tax,  and  postponed  it>  execution  until 
the  September  following,  that  the  bank  might 
have  abundant  time  so  to  arrange  their  business 
as  not  to  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  tax- 


mg  law 


At  the  period  of  adopting  these  measures,  the 
constitutional  right  of  the  State  to  levy  the  tax 
was  doubted  by  none  but  those  interested  in  the 
bank,  or  those  who  expected  to  derive  pecuniary 
advantages  for  themselves  or  their  friends  by  the 
location  of  branches.  It  seemed  impossible  that 
a  rational,  disinterested,  and  independent  mind 
could  doubt.  During  the  existence  of  the  old 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  State  of  Georgia 
had  asserted  this  right  of  taxation,  and  actually 
collected  the  tax.  The  bank  brought  a  suit  to  re- 
cover back  the  money  in  the  federal  circuit  court 
of  Greorgia.  This  suit  was  brought  before  the 
Supreme  Court,  upon  a  question  not  directly  in 
volving  the  power  of  taxation.  The  Supreme 
Court  decided  the  point  before  them  in  favor  of 
the  bank,  upon  such  grounds  that  the  suit  was 
abandoned,  and  the  tax  submitted  to.  When  the 
charter  of  the  present  bank  was  enacted,  it  was 
known,  that  the  States  claimed,  and  had  practi- 
cally asserted,  the  power  of  taxing  it;  yet  no  ex- 
emption from  the  operation  of  the  power  is  stipu- 
lated by  Congress.     The  natural  inference  from 


the  silence  of  the  charter  upon  this  point  would 
seem  to  be,  that  the  power  o!  the  States  was  re- 
cognised, and  that  Congress  were  not  disposed  to 
interfere  with  it. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates  had  dis- 
tinctly expressed  in  wl  at  cases  the  taxing  power 
of  the  Stales  should  be  restrained.  No  maxim  of 
legal  construction  is  better  settled,  and  more  uni- 
versally acknowledged,  than  that  express  limita- 
tions of  power,  either  in  constitutions  or  in  statutes, 
are  distinct  admissions  that  the  power  exists,  and 
may  be  exercised  in  every  other  case  than  those 
expressly  limited.  With  a  knowledge  of  these 
facts  and  doctrines  in  their  minds,  that  a  confi- 
dence in  the  power  of  the  State  to  levy  this  tax 
should  be  almost  universal,  is  what  every  intelli- 
gent man  would  expect. 

But,  after  the  law  was  enacted  that  levied  the 
tax,  and  before  the  time  of  its  taking  effect,  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  case 
of  Maryland  and  McCulloch,  decided  that  the 
States  were  debarred,  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  from  assessing  or  levying  any  such 
tax.  And  upon  the  promulgation  of  this  decision 
it  is  maintained  that  it  became  the  duty  of  the 
State  and  its  officers  to  acquiesce,  and  treat  the 
act  of  the  Legislature  as  a  dead  letter.  The  com- 
mittee have  considered  this  position,  and  are  not 
satisfied  that  it  is  a  correct  one. 

It  has  been  already  shown  that,  since  the  elev- 
enth amendment  to  ine  Constitution,  the  separate 
States,  as  parties  to  the  compact  of  Union,  are 
not  .subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  F'edcral  courts 
upon  questions  involving  their  power  and  author- 
ity as  sovereign  States.     Not  being  subject  to  their 
jurisdiction,  no  State  can  be  concluded  by  the 
opinions  of  these  tribunals.     But  these  are  ques- 
tions in  respect  to  which  there  is  no  common 
judge,  and,  therefore,  the  State  has  a  right  to  judge 
for  Itself     If,  by  the  management  of  a  party,  and 
through  the  inadvertence  or  connivance  of  a  State, 
a  case  be  made,  presenting  to  the  Supreme  Court 
j  of  the  United  States  for  decision  important  and 
interesting  questions  of  State  power  and  State  au- 
I  thority,  upon  no  just  principle  ought  the  States  to 
j  be  concluded  by  any  decision  had  upon  such  a 
ca^e.     The  committee  are  clearly  of  opinion  that 
'  such  is  the  true  character  of  the  case  passed  upon 
the  world  by  the  title  of  McCulloch  vs.  Maryland. 
It  was  once  remarked,  by  a  most  profound  poli- 
tician, that  words  are  things  ;  and  the  observation 
is  most  unquestionably  a  correct  one.     This  case, 
dignified  with  theimportantand  high-soundingtitle 
of  "McCulloch  vs.  the  State  of  Nlaryland,"  when 
looked  into,  is  found  to  be  an  ordinary  qui  tan 
action  of  debt,  brought  by  a  common  informer,  of 
the  name  of  John  James  ;  and  it  is,  throughout, 
an  aj^reed  case,  made  expressly  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States  upon  the  question  whether  the 
States  could  constitutionally  levy'  a  lax  upon  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.     This  agreed  case 
was  manufactured  in  the  Summer  of  the  year 
1818,  and  passed  through  the  county  court  of  Bal- 
timore county  and  the  court  of  appeals  of  the  State 
of  Maryland  in  the  same  season,  so  as  to  be  got 
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upon  the  docket  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  adjudication  at  their  February  term, 
1819.  It  is  only  by  the  management  and  concur- 
rence of  the  parties  that  causes  can  be  thus  expe- 
ditiously brought  to  a  final  hearing  in  the  Supreme 
Court. 

It  must  be  remembered  that,  through  the  extrav- 
agant and  fraudulent  speculations  of  those  intrusted 
with  conducting  the  concerns  of  the  bank,  it  stood, 
at  the  close  of  the  year  1818,  upon  the  very  brink 
of  destruction.  At  this  critical  juncture  of  its  af- 
fairs, it  was  a  manoeuvre  of  consummate  policy  to 


tee  conceive  that  it  is  the  duty  of  this  General 
Assembly  calmly  to  examine  the  principles  and 
reasoning  upon  which  it  is  founded.  Much  defer- 
ence is  due  to  the  respectable  individuals  by  whom 
it  was  formed,  and  more  to  the  high  station 
they  occupy  in  the  Government.  Although  their 
opinion  is  not  admitted  to  have  the  force  of  abso- 
lute authority,  yet  a  course  of  proceeding  pro- 
nounced by  such  eminent  statesmen  and  lawyers 
to  be  unconstitutional,  ought  not  to  be  lightly  and 
unadvisedly  adopted. 

It  is  not  perceived  that  the  power  of  the  State 
draw  from  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Slates  j  to  tax  the  officers  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
a  decision  that  the  institution  itself  was  conslitu-  i  established  within  their  jurisdiction  is  necessarily 
tionally  created,  and  that  it  was  exempt  from  the  i  connected  with  the  question  whether  Congress 
taxing  power  of  the  States.  This  decision  served  have,  or  have  not,  the  Constitutional  power  to 
to  prop  its  sinking  credit ;  and  if  it  inflicted  a  dan-  !  create  a  corporation.  This  power  may  safely  be 
gerous  wound  upon  the  authority  of  the  States,  admitted,  if,  at  the  time  of  making  this  admission, 
both  with  the  bank  and  with  John  James,  this  [  we  clearly  comprehend  the  principles  upon  which 
might  be  but  a  minor  consideration.  It  is  truly  the  corporation  is  to  be  instituted, 
an  alarming  circumstance  if  it  be  in  the  power  of  i  "A  corporation,"  says  Chief  Justice  Marshall, 
an  aspiring  corporation  and  an  unknown  and  ob-  ;  in  the  case  of  Dartmouth  College,  ''  is  an  artificial 
scure  individual  thus  to  elicit  opinions  compromit-  .  being;  invisible,  intangible,  and  existing  only  in 
ting  the  vital  interests  of  the  States  that  compose  contemplation  of  law.  Being  the  mere  creature 
the  American  Union.  \  of  law,  it  possesses  only  those  properties  which  the 
It  is  not,  however,  either  in  theory  or  in  prac-  j  charter  of  its  creation  confers  upon  it,  either  ex- 
lice,  the  necessary  consequence  of  a  decision  of  I  pressly,  or  as  incidental  to  its  very  existence. 

the  Supreme  Court,  that  all  who  claim  rights  of  i  These  are  such  as  are  supposed  best  calculated  to 
the  same  nature  with  thost-  decided  by  the  court  '  effect  the  objects  for  which  it  was  created.  Among 
are  required  to  acquiesce.  There  are  cases  in  the  most  important  are  immortality,  and,  if  the 
which  the  decisions  of  that  tribunal  have  been  fol-  expression  may  be  allowed,  individuality — proper- 
lowed  by  no  effective  consequence.  ties  by  which  a  perpetual  succession  of  many  per- 
In  the  case  of  Marbury  rs.  Madison,  the  Supreme  sons  are  considered  as  the  same,  and  may  act  as  a 
Court  of  the  United  States  decided  that  William  single  individual.  They  enable  a  corporation  to 
Marbury  was  entitled  to  his  commission  as  a  jus-  manage  its  own  affairs,  and  to  hold  property  with- 
tice  of  the  peace  for  the  District  of  Columbia  ;  out  the  perplexing  intricacies,  the  hazardous  and 
that  the  withholding  of  this  commission  by  Presi-  endless  necessity  of  perpetual  conveyances  for  the 
dent  Jefferson  was  violative  of  the  legal  vested  purpose  of  transmitting  it  from  hand  to  hand.  It 
right  of  Mr.  Marbury.  Notwithstanding  this  de-  is  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  clothing  bodies  of 
cision,  Mr.  Marbury  never  did  obtain  his  commis-  men,  in  succession,  with  these  qualities  and  capa- 
sion ;  the  person  appointed  in  his  place  continued  cities,  that  corporations  are  invented  and  are  in 
to  act ;  his  acts  were  admitted  to  be  valid  ;  and  use.  By  these  means  a  perpetual  succession  of  in- 
President  Jefferson  retained  his  standing  in  the  '  dividuals  are  capable  of  acting  for  the  promotion 
estimation  of  the  Anjerican  people.  The  decision  of  the  particular  object,  like  one  immortal  being, 
of  the  Supreme  Court  proved  to  be  totally  impo-  '  But  this  being  does  not  share  in  the  civil  govern- 
tent  and  unavailing.  j  ment  of  the  country,  unless  that  be  the  purpose 
So  in  in  the  case  of  Fletcher  /.<■.  Peck,  the  Su-  '  for  which  it  was  created.  Its  immortality  no  more 
jpreme  Court  decided  that  the  Yazoo  purchasers  confers  on  it  political  power,  or  a  political  charac- 
from  the  State  of  Georgia  were  entitled  to  the  !  ter,  than  immortality  would  confer  such  power  or 
lands.     But  the  decision  availed  them  nothinff,  i  character  upon  a  natural  person.     It  is  no  more  a 
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unless  as  a  make-weight  in  effecting  a  compromise.  |  State  instrument  than  a  natural  person  exercising 

These  two  cases  are  evidence  that,  in  great  ques-  the  same  powers  would  be." 
lions  of  political  rights  and  jwlitical  powers,  a  de-  To  this  definition  of  a  corporation,  the  commit- 
cision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  tee  see  no  reason  to  object;  and  when  the  true 
is  not  conclusive  of  the  rights  decided  by  it.  If  character  of  a  private  banking  company  is  cor- 
the  United  States  stand  justified  in  withholding  a  rectly  understood,  there  seems  to  be  no  cogent 
commission  when  the  court  adjudged  it  to  be  the  reason  why  it  may  not  be  incorporated  by  Con- 
party's  right ;  if  the  United  States  might,  without  gress  upon  the  principles  here  defined, 
reprehension,  retain  possession  of  the  Yazoo  lands  ,  Banking,  where  the  capital  is  owned  by  an  as- 
after  the  Supreme  Court  decided  that  they  were  i  sociation  of  individuals,  is  a  private  trade,  carried 
the  property  of  the  purchasers  from  Georgia,  surely  on  by  the  individuals  constituting  the  company 
the  Slate  of  Ohio  ought  not  to  be  condemned  be-    ""  -         '  "         '  ' 

cause  she  did  not  abandon  her  solemn  legislative 
acts  as  a  dead  letter  upon  the  promulgation  of  an 
opinion  of  that  tribunal. 

This  opinion  is  now  before  us.  and  the  comrait- 
16ih  Con.  2d  Scsii 54 


for  their  own  profit.  A  mercantile  company 
trade  in  produce  and  merchandise;  a  banking 
company  trade  in  money,  promissory  notes,  and 
bills  of  exchange.  Both  may  carry  on  their  trade 
without  a  charter  of  incorporation ;  the  trade  of 
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1.  The  Government  of  the  Union,  though  lim- 
ited in  its  powers,  is  supreme  within  its  sphere  of 
action. 

2.  It  is  the  very  essence  of  supremacy  to  remove 
all  obstacles  to  its  action  within  its  own  sphere, 
and  so  to  modify  every  power  vested  in  subordi- 
nate governments  as  to  exempt  it^  own  operations 
from  their  influence. 

3.  A  power  to  create  implies  a  power  to  preserve. 
A  power  to  destroy,  if  wielded  by  a  difl'trent 


both  may  be  regulated  by  the  law  of  the  State  in 
which  they  are  located ;  and  a  charter  of  incor- 
poration may  be  conferred  upon  either,  without 
changing  the  character  of  their  business,  or  cloth- 
ing them  with  any  portion  of  political  power. 

It  is  competent  for  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  make  contracts  with  an  association 
of  individuals  as  well  as  with  a  single  person. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  be  authorized 
to  employ  an  unincorporated  banking  company  to  >      4.  A  power  tc 

take  charge  of,  and  transmit  from  place  to  place,  j  hand,  is  hostile   to  and   incompatible  with,  these 
the  public* revenue.     For  the  performance  of  this  I  powers  to  create  and  to  preserve, 
service  he  may  stipulate  a  compensation,  but  he  ;      5.  Where  this  repugnancy  exists,  that  authority 
cannot  be  authorized  to  barter  a  privilege  incon-    which  is  supreme  must  control,  not  yield  to,  that 
sistent  with  the  laws  of  the  State  where  the  com-  j  over  which  it  is  supreme. 

pany  is  located,  by  way  of  compensation  for  ser-  These  propositions  are  plausible  and  imposing, 
vice's  to  be  performed.  If  such  banking  association  .  but,  when  carefully  examined,  and  applied  to  the 
be  prohibited  by  the  laws  of  the  State,  a  contract  subject  under  consideration,  it  is  conceived  that 
with  the  General  Government  cannot  suspend 
the  operation  of  those  laws.  If  such  banking 
association  be  subject  to  State  taxation,  they  can 
not  be  exempted  from  their  responsibility  by  a  con- 
tract with  the  United  States.  But  a  capacity  to 
transact  its  associate  concerns  in  a  legal  and  arti- 
ficial name;  a  capacity  to  exist  by  perpetual  suc- 
cession, notwithstanding  the  natural  death  of  the 
individuals;  a  capacity  to  sue,  and  a  liability  to  be 


no  one  of  them  can  be  sustained  to  the  extent  here 
laid  down. 

At  the  threshold  of  the  inquiry,  we  demand 
what  is  meant  by  the  assertion  that  ''  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Union  is  supreme  within  its  sphere  of 
action?''  If  this  observation  is  applied  to  a  sub- 
ject where  no  question  of  conflicting  power  arises, 
its  truth  may  be  safely  admitted  ;  and  the  propo- 
sition is  equally  applicable  to  the  States.  In  the 
sued,  without  abatement,  by  the  death  of  any  one  i  same  sense,  each  State  is  equally  "  supreme  within 
of  the  parties ;  an  exemption  from  personal  re- 1  its  sphere  of  action.''  In  regulating  our  foreign 
sponsibility  for  the  company  debts,  and  conferring  |  trade,  the  Government  of  the  Union  is  bupreme  ; 
a  separate  character  upon  the  company  funds,  so  and  in  establishing  the  modes  of  conveyance,  and 
as  to  preserve  them  distinct  from  the  individual  ,  the  canons  of  descent,  each  State  is  equally  >u- 
property  of  the  membtrs  of  the  company,  are  preme.  But  this  proves  nothing  upon  cither  Mde, 
not  privileges  incompatible  with  State  laws.  And  ;  when  the  relative  powers  and  authorities  of  the 
if  investing  a  private  company  with  these  privi-  General  and  State  Governments  are  drawn  into 
leges  may  conduce  to  the  public  convenience  and  i  discussion. 

the  public  safety,  in  making  contracts  to  receive  i  The  power  to  establish  lighthouses.  Ix-acons, 
and  tran.smit  the  public  moneys,  conceding  that  ^  buoys,  and  public  piers,  is  within  ilie  sphere  of 
Congress  are  empowered,  under  the  Consiitution,  ;  action  cf  the  Government  of  the  I'nion  ;  but,  in 
to  confer  these  privileges,  as  a  consideration  for  j  practice,  this  power  has  never  been  considered  su- 
the  performance  of  the  services  agreed  upon,  and  \  preme.  It  has  always  been  exercised  with  theas- 
for  the  purposes  of  public  good,  cannot  possibly  ,  sent  of  the  Slates,  and  with  cessions  of  territory 
compromit  the  safety  of  the  Slates.  If  their  charter  ,  made  by  them, 
of  incorporation  confer  upon  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  no  other  privileges  than  are  here  enu- 
merated, it  is  manifest  that,  in  every  other  respect, 
their  property  and  business  stand  upon  the  same 
footing  with  that  of  other  individuals. 

It  was  in  this  light  that  a  charter  incorporating 
a  bank  was  contemplated  by  the  first  founders  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  power  of  es- 
tablishing themselves  where  they  pleased,  without 
respect  to  the  State  authority,  was  not  claimed  by 
the  old  bank,  nor  did  they  arrogate  to  themselves 
any  federal  character,  or  any  privilege  which  did 
not  appertain  to  them  as  individual  citizens.  No 
new  or  extended  privileges  are  conferred  by  its 
charter  upon  the  present  institution.  It  is  created 
a  private  corporation  of  trade,  "  as  much  so  as  if 
the  franchises  were  invested  in  a  single  person." 
But  it  has  received  its  chartered  privileges  from 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  there- 
fore it  is  that  it  is  exempt  from  State  taxation. 

If  the  committee  have  been  able  to  understand 
theopinion  of  the  Supreme  Court,  this  consequence 
is  deduced  from  the  five  following  propositions : 


The  Cumberland  road  was  laid  out  and  con- 
structed by  the  Government  of  the  Union  ;  conse- 
quently, the  power  to  do  it  i>  considered  within 
their  sphere  of  action.  Yet  this  |K)wer  was  not 
claimed  as  supreme ;  it  was  only  exercised  with 
the  assent  and  approbation  of  the  States  through 
which  the  road  was  made. 

Murder  is  an  ofl'ence  against  all  government  ; 
yet  the  Government  of  the  United  States  cannot 
punish  murder  unlesh  it  be  commitiidin  the  Army 
or  Navy,  upon  the  high  seas,  or  wiiljin  their  forts 
and  arsenals,  or  other  places  where  they  exercise 
exclusive  jurisdiction.  Except  iu  the  cases  spe- 
cified, the  murder  of  an  officer  of  the  United  States 
cannot  be  distinguished  from  an  ordinary  homicide. 
A  judge  of  the  tederal  courts,  a  marshal,  a  collector 
of  the  revenue,  a  postmaster,  a  memlx^r  of  either 
House  of  Congress,  the  President  or  Vice  Presi- 
dent, may  be  murdered,  and,  if  the  respective 
States  refuse  to  interpose  their  authority  to  punish 
the  j)erpetrator,  he  must  escape  with  impunity. 
This  Government,  though  supreme  within  its 
sphere  of  action,  cannot  protect  the  lives  of  its 
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public  functionaries  by  the  punishment  of  those 
who  may  assail  them.  It  can  assert  no  jurisdic- 
tion, unless  violence  be  offiered  to  them  in  their 
official  characters,  and  in  the  performance  of  offi- 
cial duties. 

It  may  be  answered  to  this  that  the  punishment 
of  murder  is  not  within  their  sphere  of  action. 
True.  But  how  futile  is  it  to  talk  of  a  Govern- 
ment being  supreme,  which  is  not  invested  with 
the  most  common  and  ordinary  mode  of  preserving 
its  existence.  It  is  supreme  over  individuals  in 
cases  entirely  subject  to  Federal  cognizance.  But 
is  it  supreme  over  the  States?  It  cannot  coerce 
them  either  to  elect  Senators  in  Congress,  or  Elec- 
tors of  President  and  Vice  President.  A  combi- 
nation between  one-half  of  the  States,  comprising 
one-third  of  the  people  only,  possesses  the  power 
of  di.sorganizing  the  Federal  Government,  in  all 
its  majesty  of  supremacy,  without  a  single  act  of 
violence.  It  is  expressly  inhibited  by  the  Consti- 
tution, from  which  this  supremacy  is  derived,  from 
calling  the  States  as  defendants  before  its  courts. 
It  cannot  save  from  punishment  one  single  citizen 
whom  the  State  authorities  have  condemned.  It 
is  neither  supreme  to  save,  nor  to  punish.  In 
what,  then,  does  this  supremacy  consist,  in  which 
the  separate  States  are  not  also  supreme  ?  In  one 
thing  only,  and  that  is,  the  exercise  by  the  Federal 
courts  of  appellate  jurisdiction  in  cases,  and  be- 
tween parties,  made  subjects  to  their  jurisdiction 
by  the  Constitution.  But  the  States,  as  parties, 
arc  not  subject  to  their  jurisdiction,  but  are  ex- 
pressly exempt  from  it ;  and,  therefore,  over  the 
States  and  upon  questions  involving  the  extent  of 
their  powers  and  authority,  the  Government  of 
the  Union  is  not  supreme.  It  cannot,  according 
to  the  hypothesis  of  the  second  proposition,  re- 
move all  obstacles  to  its  action,  and  so  modify  the 
powers  of  the  State  governments  as  to  exempt  its 
own  operations  from  their  influence. 

Is  this  second  proposition  sustainable  upon  any 
acknowledged  principle  of  Constitutional  law  ? 
It  is  certainly  a  doctrine  of  portentous  import 
when  connected,  as  it  necessarily  must  be,  with 
the  proposition  that  precedes  it :  it  claims,  as  an 
attribute  of  the  Government  of  the  Union,  a  power 
to  motlify  every  power  vested  in  the  State  govern- 
ments, so  as  to  remove  all  obstacles  to  its  own 
action,  and  exempt  its  own  operations  from  their 
influence. 

According  to  this  doctrine,  the  States  are  not 
co-parties  to  the  comjpact  of  Union,  as  asserted  in 
1798,  by  the  States  of  Kentucky  and  V^irginia.and 
established  in  1800  by  the  American  people.  The 
rights,  powers,  and  authorities  of  the  States  are 
not  immutably  established  by  Constitutional  pro- 
visions ;  but  are  subject  to  modification,  in  order 
to  give  scope  for  the  action  of  the  Government  of 
the  Union. 

The  two  propositions  stand  in  a  perfectly  natural 
and  logical  connexion,  though  not  thus  arranged 
in  the  opinion  :  "  The  Government  of  the  Union, 
though  limited  in  its  powers,  is  supreme  within  its 
sphere  of  action." 

"  It  is  of  the  very  essence  of  supremacy  to  re- 
move all   obstacles  to  its  action  within  its  own 


sphere,  and  so  to  modify  every  power  vested  in  tvh- 
ordinate  governments  as  to  exempt  its  own  opera- 
tions from  their  influence." 

Therefore,  we  may  very  properly  add  the  con- 
sequent— it  is  competent  for  the  Government  of 
the  Union  to  remove  all  obstacles  to  its  action,  by 
so  modifying  the  powers  of  the  State  governments 
as  to  exempt  its  own  operations  from  their  influ- 
ence. If  the  postulates  be  admitted,  this  conse- 
quent is  inevitable. 

This  result  will  hardly  be  contended  for  in  ex- 
plicit terms;  it  asserts  a  supremacy  nowhere  re- 
cognised in  the  Constitution.  The  powers  retained 
by  the  States  cannot  be  modified  by  the  Grovern- 
ment  of  the  Union.  To  modify  is  to  change,  or 
give  a  new  shape  to,  the  power  modified  ;  and  if 
the  Government  of  the  Union  can  give  a  new 
character  to  the  powers  reserved  by  the  States,  for 
the  purpose  of  removing  obstacles  to  their  own 
power  of  action,  there  must  soon  be  an  end  to  the 
State  governments.  The  Government  of  the 
Union  asserts  an  exclusive  authority  in  itself  to 
determine  its  own  sphere  of  action.  On  this  point 
it  is  as  supreme  as  upon  any  other.  So  soon  as  it 
has  resolved  that  the  exercise  of  any  power  ap- 
pertains to  it,  that  power  assumes  the  character  of 
supremacy,  and  removes  by  modification — pots 
down  before  its  march — every  power  previously 
supposed  to  be  vested  in  the  States  that  may  pre- 
sent any  obstacle  to  its  action.  Thus,  the  Grovern- 
ment  of  the  Union  may,  and  undoubtedly  will, 
progressively  draw  all  the  powers  of  government 
into  the  vortex  of  its  own  authority.  Against 
these  doctrines  the  committee  conceive  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  States  to  enter  their  most  solemn 
protest. 

The  committee  do  not  admit  that  supremacy  is 
an  attribute  either  of  the  Government  of  the  Union 
or  of  the  State  governments.  Supremacy  is  an 
attribute  of  the  people,  and  an  attribute  of  the  laws. 
In  relation  to  the  Governmwits  the  people  are  su- 
preme, and  the  laws  supreme  over  individuals. 
Government  is  but  the  medium  through  which  the 
supreme  power  acts:  the  Government  of  the  Union 
is  the  medium  through  which  the  American  people 
act  upon  particular  subjects  that  concern  their 
interest  and  their  welfare;  the  governments  of  the 
States  are  the  medium  through  which  thesame  peo- 
ple act  upon  other  subjects,  equally  interesting  and 
important  to  them.  These  two  mediums  of  action 
are  only  brought  into  collision  by  the  usurpations 
of  one  or  the  other.  Neither  is  invested  with  pow- 
er to  render  its  encroachments  permanent,  by  a 
modification  of  the  powers  of  the  other.  While 
moving  within  its  proper  limits,  neither  can  pre- 
sent an  obstacle  to  the  action  of  the  other :  both 
must  proceed  harmoniously.  In  respect  to  each 
other,  neither  is  supreme,  neither  subordinate.  The 
Grovernment  of  the  Union  and  the  governments  of 
the  separate  States  are  alike  the  property  and  the 
agencies  of  the  whole  American  people.  This 
principle  is  the  base  and  bond  of  the  American 
Union. 

The  third  proposition  is,  "  that  a  power  to  create 
implies  a  power  to  preserve." 

As  applicable  to  the  Government  of  the  Union 
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and  the  incorporatioa  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  but  the  business  and  trade  to  be  conducted  are  not 
Slates,  this  proposition,  in  the  broad  sense  of  its  corporate  franchises,  and  are  not  created  by  the 
expression,  is  considered  totally  inadmissible.  |  act  of  Congress.     A  tax  assessed  upon  the  business 

The  committee  have  already  attempted  to  de-  ;  of  the  company  does  not  touch  their  corporate 
monstrate  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  a  j  franchises,  however  it  may  affect  their  convenience 
mere  private  corporation  of  trade.     Their  charter  ;  or  their  profit.     This  power  to  preserve,  as  asserted 


confers  upon  them  neither  political  character  nor 
political  power;  it  givjs  them  corporate  capacity, 
nothing  more.  The  provision  that  the  bank  may 
establish  branches  in  the  States  and  Territories, 
when  fairly  construed,  can  only  be  regarded  as 
giving  corporate  capacity  to  do  so;  and  this  is  the 
only  provision  of  the  charier  that,  by  any  colorable 
interpretation,  can  be  understood  to  vest  them  with 
a  semblance  of  political  power. 

The  legal  faculty  and  capacity  conferred  by  the 
charter,  if  constitutionally  created,  are  preserved 
in  existence  by  the  very  law  that  originates  them. 
They  become  private  vested  rights,  and  are  pre- 
served by  the  same  universal  law  that  protects  in- 
dividual contracts. 

But  the  trade  and  business  of  the  bank,  and  the 
franchises  conferred  to  aid  in  carrying  them  on, 
are  separate  and  distinct  matters.  To  lend  money 
and  drive  a  trade  in  bills  of  exchange  and  gold  and 
silver  bullion  are  not  corporate  franchises.  These 
trades  exist  independent  of  the  charier,  and  may 
be  pursued  by  individuals  without  an  act  of  incor- 
poration. It  is  not  the  business  itself,  but  the  par- 
ticular method  of  conducting  it,  that  is  created  by 
the  act  of  Congress  incorporating  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 

Natural  persons  are  clothed  with  an  original,  in- 
herent capacity  to  make  contracts,  and  to  acquire 
property.  In  a  corporation  this  capacity  is  arti- 
ficial. In  other  respects,  natural  persons,  and  cor- 
porations of  legal  persons,  stand  upon  the  same 
principles.  The  power  of  making  contracts,  en- 
joyed by  individuals,  is  subject  to  the  regulations 
of  law  ;  the  properly  acquired  by  individuals  is 
liable  to  taxation  for  lh«  support  of  those  laws  that 
originate  and  protect  it.  Private  corporations  of 
trade,  upon  every  maxim  of  justice  and  common 
sense,  are  subjected  to  the  same  regulations  and 
exactions. 

The  employments,  professions,  business,  and 
trade  of  natural  persons  may  be  taxed  as  such  ; 
and  laws  for  this  purpose  are  not  considered  as 
violative  of  individual  rights,  or  as  incompatible 
with  the  existence  and  preservation  of  trade,  busi- 
ness, and  employments.  No  just  principle  is  per- 
ceived upon  which  these  laws  should  receive  a 
different  interpretation  in  their  application  to  the 
trade  and  business  of  a  private  corporation. 

According  to  the  definition  of  a  corporation 
heretofore  given,  the  corporate  franchises  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  invest  the  stockholders 
with  immortality  and  individuality  ;  with  a  capa- 
city to  act  like  one  immortal  being,  to  perpetuate 
their  existence,  to  manage  their  own  affairs,  to  hold 
property,  and  transmit  il  from  hand  to  hand  as  a 
natural  person  could.  These  franchises  are  con- 
ferred by  the  Government  of  the  Union  to  enable 
the  company  to  conduct  the  business  of  lending 
money,  and  the  trade  in  bills  of  exchange  and  gold 
and  silver  bullion,  with  convenience  and  security  ; 


by  the  court,  and  applied  to  the  subject  before 
them,  is  not  asserted  tor  maintaining  and  preser- 
ving the  corporate  franchises  of  the  bank,  but  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  to  these  corporate  franchises 
action  and  employment  everywhere,  independent 
of  Stale  laws,  and  beyond  the  control  of  Slate 
legislation.  When  fairly  traced  to  its  conse- 
quences, the  doctrine  asserted  amounts  to  this :  that 
a  corporation  created  by  the  Government  of  the 
Union  is  clothed  with  supreme  authority  to  con- 
duct its  business,  without  respect  to  the  existing 
laws  of  the  States,  and  free  from  any  apprehen- 
sion of  those  that  may  be  enacted. 

A  most  serious  objection  to  this  doctrine  is,  that 
it  asserts  the  power  to  preserve,  not  as  pertaining 
to  the  Government  of  the  Union,  to  be  employed 
or  not,  at  the  discretion  of  Congress,  but  as  inci- 
dental to  the  charier,  and  to  be  secured  to  the 
company  by  the  judicial  power  alone. 

The  committee  conceive  that  the  power  to  cre- 
ate a  corporation,  and  the  power  to  preserve  it  by 
special  privileges  and  exemptions,  are  powers  of 
the  same  class  and  description  ;  both  are  legisla- 
tive powers,  to  be  conferred  or  withheld  ai  the 
discretion  of  the  Legislature  ;  and  where  a  charier 
of  incorporation  stipulates  no  sjjecial  privileges 
and  exemptions,  none  can  be  supposed  to  exist. 
"  Being  the  mere  creature  of  law,  it  possesses  only 
those  properties  conferred  upon  it,  either  expressly, 
or  as  incidental  to  its  very  existence." 

Had  Congress  intended  to  exempt  the  bank  from 
the  taxing  power  of  the  Stale  as  the  means  of  pre- 
serving its  existence,  a  provision  for  that  purpose 
should  have  been  introduced  into  the  charier.  The 
power  to  make  this  provision  would  have  been 
examined  before  the  charier  was  created,  and  the 
intention  of  Congress  would  have  been  manifested. 
The  people  and  theSlaies  would  have  been  apprized 
of  the  pretensions  of  the  bank  before  il  got  foothold 
among  them,  and  before  it  had  established  a 
moneyed  influence  to  support  itself.  Every  priv 
ilege  claimed  by  the  company,  when  inserted  in 
the  charter,  has  received  the  sanction  of  the  legis- 
lative authority,  and  is  open  to  the  examination  of 
all.  But  to  invest  them  with  unknown  and  latent 
privileges  to  any  extent  thai  the  Supreme  Court 
may  deem  convenient,  to  preserve,  not  only  their 
corporate  franchises,  but  the  most  beneficial  use 
of  them,  is  undoubtedly  a  new  doctrine  as  applied 
to  corporations,  and  as  dangerous  as  it  is  novel. 

This  company  have  claimed  that  the  Stales  can- 
not tax  iheir  corporate  operations,  or  the  profits 
arising  from  them  ;  and  the  Supreme  Court  have 
sustained  their  claim  as  a  privilege  necessary  to 
preserve  their  existence.  By  their  charter,  they 
are  authorized  to  employ  officers,  clerks,  and  ser- 
vants. Should  the  company  claim  to  send  slaves 
into  Ohio,  and  employ  them  in  their  branches  aa 
servants,  the  committee  would  conceive  the  claim 
as  well  founded,  and  as  likely  to  be  sustained,  as 
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the  exemption  from  taxation.  It  stands  upon  the 
same  principle.  If  the  States  may  control  the 
company  in  the  employment  of  servants,  they  may 
embarrass  its  operations,  and  impede  a  free  and 
unrestrained  exercise  and  enjoyment  of  their  cor- 
porate faculties.  By  the  laws  of  Ohio,  a  promise 
to  pay  the  debt  of  another  is  not  obligatory  unless 
made  in  writing  ;  but  the  charier  of  the  company 
is  silent  as  to  the  mode  of  binding  parties  that 
contract  with  them  :  they  may  claim  that  this  law 
of  contracts  applies  to  individuals  only,  and  can- 
not touch  them  without  narrowing  the  beneficial 
use  of  the  facultv  conferred  upon  them  by  Con- 
gress. Who  shall  say  that  this  claim  may  not  be 
sustained  ?  In  short,  who  can  undertake,  with 
any  prospect  of  success,  to  enumerate  the  privi- 
leges and  exemptions  to  which,  upon  this  doctrine, 
the  bank  are  entitled  ? 

It  is  important  to  glance  at  the  train  of  implica- 
tions with  which  this  doctrine  is  connected.  The 
power  to  create  the  bank  implies  the  power  to 

E reserve  it.  The  power  to  create  is  itself  derived 
y  implication.  It  is  found  among  the  subsidiary 
powers  as  incident  to  the  choice  of  means  for  the 
administration  of  the  Government.  This  implied 
power  to  create  is  made  the  foundation  for  further 
implication;  it  implies  the  power  to  preserve  :  and 
again,  of  necessity,  the  power  to  preserve  implies 
a  choice  in  selecting  the  means  of  presyvalion; 
and  upon  the  doctrine  of  the  court,  all  these  pow- 
ers are  supreme,  to  the  operations  of  which  the 
constitutions  and  laws  of  the  Slates  can  oppose  no 
obstacle.  It  is  certainly  difficult  to  see  the  point 
where  these  implications  terminate,  or  to  name 
the  power  which  they  leave  to  the  States  unim- 
paired. 

The  Government  of  the  Union  have  no  author- 
ity, by  the  express  provisions  of  the  Constitution, 
to  interfere  with  the  law  of  contracts.  They  have 
found  authority  to  institute  a  bank,  or,  in  other 
words,  to  create  a  private  corporation  of  trade; 
and  with  the  power  to  create,  they  have  possessed 
themselves  of  power  to  preserve,  not  the  corpora- 
tion they  have  created,  but  the  business  in  which 
the  corporation  have  engaged.  This  business  ex- 
tends over  the  whole  region  of  contract,  either 
direct,  in  negotiating  loans  of  money,  and  pur- 
■chasing  and  selling  bills  of  exchange  and  gold 
and  silver  bullion,  or  indirect,  in  receiving  and 
disposing  of  merchandise  and  real  estate,  pledged 
or  mortgaged  for  debts  previously  contracted. 
From  ihe  aid  of  this  corporation  the  States  may 
withdraw  their  law  of  conveyances ;  or,  as  applied 
to  their  dealings,  the  States  may  introduce  pro- 
visions regulating  contracts,  which  the  corpora- 
tion may  deem  obstructions  to  the  enjoyment  of 
their  corporate  trade.  From  this  doctrine,  that 
the  power  to  create  implies  the  power  to  preserve, 
Congress  may  derive  a  power  to  frame  a  new  law 
of  contracts,  and  devise  a  new  system  of  convey- 
ances, suitable  to  the  beneficial  enjoyment  of  the 
trade  of  this  corporation  ;  and  this  new  system,  in 
the  supremacy  of  its  action,  may  disregard  both 
fundamental  laws  and  established  maxims  of  ju- 
risprudence. 
The  Government  of  the  Union  was  not  insti- 


tuted to  protect  individual  rights  or  to  redress 
individual  wrongs  ;  but  this  power  to  preserve  the 
trade,  business,  and  property,  of  a  corporation 
created  by  themselves,  invests  them  with  the  pow- 
er to  frame  a  code  of  criminal  law  for  the  punish- 
ment of  those  who  violate  the  property  of  the  bank, 
and  thus  draw  into  the  federal  courts  the  ordinary 
administration  of  criminal  justice.  This  is  already 
attempted  in  the  provision  for  punishing  those  who 
counterfeit  the  notes  of  the  bank,  and,  upon  the 
doctrine  asserted,  may  be  extended  to  cases  of  larce- 
ny, burglarv,  or  robbery,  upon  their  corporate 
property.  No  doctrine  has  ever  yet  been  advanced 
that  draws  to  the  Government  of  the  Union  such 
a  host  of  powers — none  that  contains  such  a  po- 
tency for  "rending  into  shreds"  the  authority  of 
the  Slates. 

Those  who  claim  for  the  Government  of  the 
Union  the  power  of  creating  corporations  hold 
that  "one  may  be  created  in  relation  to  the  col- 
lection of  the  taxes,  or  to  the  trade  with  foreign 
countries,  or  between  the  States,  or  with  the  In- 
dian tribes;  because  it  is  the  province  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  to  regulate  those  objects,  and 
because  it  is  incident  to  a  general  sovereign  or 
legislative  power  to  regulate  a  thing  to  employ  all 
the  means  which  relate  to  its  regulation  to  the  best 
advantage."  The  power  to  create  all  these  corpo- 
rations, upon  the  principle  asserted,  implies  the 
power  to  preserve  them;  and  the  power  to  pre- 
serve implies  a  power  in  the  Government  of  the 
Union  to  bargain  with  companies  for  monopolies 
of  trade  and  exemptions  from  taxation;  to  place 
such  companies  above  the  power  of  the  Slates,  as 
means  employed  by  themselves,  which  they  have 
a  right  to  use  to  the  best  advantage. 

In  the  discussion  of  this  subject  an  extraordi- 
nary and  the  most  miraculous  efficacy  is  given  to 
the  terms  "  employment  of  means ;"  and  it  is  wor- 
thy of  remark,  thai  no  effort  is  made  to  explain 
their  true  import,  or  the  sense  in  which  they  are 
used.  We  are  told  that  the  collection  of  taxes, 
and  the  safe-keeping  and  transmission  of  money 
from  place  to  place,  are  an  end  or  object  of  Gov- 
ernment, and  that  the  bank  is  a  convenient  means 
of  obtaining  this  end.  But  it  is  not  the  charier  or 
corporate  franchise  that  is  used  or  employed  for 
this  purpose ;  it  is  the  individuals  that  compose 
the  company,  as  an  aggregate  body,  that  are  thus 
used  ;  and  the  corporate  franchise  bestowed  upon 
them  by  the  Government  is  conferred  to  enable 
them  to  transact  their  own  business,  and  perform 
this  service  for  the  Grovernment  with  greater  seca- 
rily  and  convenience.  At  this  moment  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Union  employs  the  Franklin  Bank 
of  Columbus  to  receive  and  pay  out  the  public 
moneys;  and,  while  thus  employed,  this  bank  is 
used  as  a  means  of  Government ;  but,  being  thus 
used,  is  not  supposed  to  invest  it  with  any  privi- 
lege peculiar  to  the  public  functionaries. 

The  Government  and  all  its  machinery  and 
officers  are  but  the  means  of  the  people  for  attain- 
ing the  great  ends  declared  in  the  preamble  to 
the  Constitution.  Every  person  employed  under 
the  Constitution,  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  the  post-boy  that  carries  the  mail,  par- 
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takes  of  this  character  of  means.     The  law  that  I 
the  President  is  bound  to  see  faithfully  executed,  | 
and  the  horse  that  the  post-boy  rides,  are  alike,  in  | 
a  cerUm  sense,  means  of  the  Government ;  but,  in 
respect  to  privileges  and  exemptions,  no  man  ever  j 
supposed  them  to  stand  upon  the  same  footing. 
Those  who  hold  offices  directly  under  the  Govern-  j 
ment  may  be  regarded  as  principal  means ;  those  j 
-who  are  employed  by  contract,  as  incidental  or  | 
subsidiary.     The  first  class  compose,  as  it  were,  a  i 
part  of  the  Grovernment  direct,  are  intrusted  with 
the  exercise  of  some  portion  of  political  power, 
and  are  clothed  with  privileges  and  exemptions 
attached  to  their  official  stations.     Those  engaged  j 
by  contract  to  perform  services  have  no  official  i 
cnaracter,  and  consequently  cannot  claim  the  ex- 
emptions attached  to  public  office.     Thus,  a  dep- ; 
uty  postmaster  is  an  officer  under  the  Government,  i 
invested  with  privileges,  and  subject  to  disabilities  , 
attached  to  his  office;  but  a  contractor  to  carry  j 
the  mail  has  no  such  character ;   yet   both  arc- 
means  used  by  Government,  under  the  Constitu- 
tional authority  *'to  establish  post  offices  and  post 
roads." 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  not  a  mean  of 
the  Government  of  the  Union  in  the  same  sense 
with  the  Mint  and  the  Post  Office,  but  in  the 
same   sense   with   contractors    to  supply   public 
stores,  or  to  carry  the  mail.     The  director,  assayer, 
chief  coiner,  engraver,  treasurer,  melter,  and  re- 
finer, of  the  Mint,  are  public  officers;  so  are  the 
Postmaster   General   and   deputy   postmasters. — 
They  cannot  hold  their  offices  and  seats  in  Con- 
gress at  the  same  time  ;  they  are  appointed  to  and 
take  an  oath  of  office.     But  the  workmen  em- 
ployed in  the  Mint,  like  contractors  to  carry  the 
mail,  and  the  drivers  and  riders  they  employ,  are 
not  public  officers ;  nevertheless,  they  are  neces- 
sary means  in  the  employment  of  the  Government. 
The  stockholders  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
and  the  president  and  directors  of  that  institution 
are  not  public  officers.     Even  the  directors  ap- 
pointed by  the  Government  arc  destitute  of  public 
character.     They  are  eligible  to  seats  in  Congress, 
which  is  conclusive  evidence  upon   this   point ; 
and  it  is  a  monstrous  doctrine  to  maintain  that 
corporations  created  by  the  'Government  of  the 
Union,  in  point  of  privilege  and  exemption,  are 
principal  means  of  Government,  not  to  be  distin- 
guished from  the  officers  of  the  Mint  and  the  Post 
Office,  while  all  the  members  and  officers  of  such 
corporations  are  eligible  to  seats  both  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  Union  and   the  Legislatures  of  the 
several  States.     By  this  doctrine,  the  great  prin- 
ciple of  separating  the  departments  of  Govern- 
ment is  completely  broken  down.     Collectors  of 
revenue,  officers  of  the  customs,  Indian  agents, 
and  receivers  of  public  moneys,  under  the  Govern- 
ment of  of  the  Union,  may  become  legislators  and 
judges  in  their  own  case,  both  in  the  Greneral  and 
State    Governments.     This    consequence    alone 
would  seem  sufficient  to  expose  the  unsoundness 
of  the  doctrine  asserted. 

It  is  singular  that,  in  the  very  elaborate  opinion 
which  the  committee  have  been  engaged  in  exam- 
ining, no  definition  should  be  given  of  the  true 


character  of  the  bank,  but  that,  like  the  terms 
"employment  of  means,"  it  should  be  left  to  doubt- 
ful and  various  interpretations.  It  is  a  public  in- 
stitution, or  a  private  corporation  of  trade.  If  the 
former,  with  the  privileges  of  office,  the  corporators 
must  be  subject  to  the  disabilities  of  office.  If  the 
latter,  like  any  other  individual  or  bank  employed 
by  the  Government  of  the  Union,  itj>  trade  and 
business  must  be  regulated  by  State  laws,  and 
subject  to  State  exactions.  In  support  of  their 
position  that  it  is  a  private  corporation  of  trade, 
the  committee  can  adduce  a  judicial  opinion  deliv- 
ered in  the  Supreme  Court  itself:  "  For  instance, 
(says  Mr.  Justice  Story,)  a  bank,  created  by  the 
Government  for  its  own  uses,  whose  stock  is  ex- 
clusively owned  by  the  Government,  is,  in  the 
strictest  sense,  a  puolic  corporation.  So  is  a  hos- 
pital, created  and  endowed  by  the  Government 
for  general  charity.  But  a  bank  whose  stock  is 
owned  by  private  persons  is  a  private  corporation, 
although  it  is  erected  by  the  Government,  and  its 
objects  and  operations  partake  of  a  public  nature. 
The  same  doctrine  may  be  affirmed  of  insurance, 
canal,  bridge,  and  turnpike  comjwnies.  In  all 
these  cases,  the  uses  may,  in  a  certam  sense,  be 
called  public,  but  the  corporations  are  private  ;  as 
much  so,  indeed,  as  if  the  franchise  were  vested 
in  a  single  person."' 

We  have  ^een  that,  by  the  employment  of  na- 
tural persons  or  State  banks  to  perform  those  ser- 
vices stipulated  to  be  performed  by  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  they  become,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, means  employed  by  the  Government,  and 
yet  have  never  been  regarded  as  public  officers, 
privileged  from  the  operation  of  State  laws.  .May 
we  not,  therefore,  |iara phrase  the  language  ot  the 
Chief  Justice,  and  a>k  •'  If,  then,  a  natural  |>erson 
or  State  bank  employed  by  the  Government  of 
the  Union  to  receive,  keep,  and  pay  out  public 
moneys,  would  not  become  a  public  officer,  or  be 
considered  as  a  member  of  the  civil  gorernmenl, 
how  is  it  that  this  artificial  being,  created  by  law 
for  the  purpose  of  being  employed  by  the  same 
Government  for  the  same  purjwses,  should  be- 
come a  part  of  the  civil  government  of  the  coun- 
try ?  Is  it  because  its  existence,  its  capacities, 
its  powers,  are  given  by  law  ?  Because  the 
Grovernment  has  given  it  the  power  to  take  and 
to  hold  property,  in  a  particular  form,  and  for 
particular  purposes,  has  the  (iovernment  a  con- 
sequent right  (as  over  all  members  of  the  ci- 
vil government  it  must  have)  substantially  to 
change  that  form,  or  to  vary  the  purposes  to  which 
the  property  is  to  be  applied  ?  This  principle  has 
never  been  asserted  or  recognised,  and  is  supported 
by  no  authority." 

Thus  reasoned  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
upon  the  2d  of  February,  1819.  The  case  of  Mc- 
Culloch  I*.  Maryland  had  not  then  been  argued  or 
decided.  And  the  doctrine  that  the  Government, 
by  chartering  a  private  corporation  of  trade,  placed 
the  association  upon  the  same  foundation  with  the 
Mint  and  the  Post  Office,  had  then  never  been  re- 
cognised in  a  court  of  law,  and  was  "  supported 
by  no  authority."  If  the  public  character  of  the 
j  Bank  of  the  United  States  stands  upon  other  foun- 
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dation  than  that  expressly  negatived  in  these  quo- 
tations, the  committee  have  been  unable  to  dis- 
cover it :  it  is  not  explained  or  developed  in  the 
opinion  that  places  them  on  a  level  with  the  Mint 
and  the  Post  Office,  and  gives  to  their  trade  in 
bills  of  exchange  and  gold  and  silver  bullion  the 
same  character  as  to  the  process  of  the  federal 
courts. 

When  the  committee  deny  that  ''a  power  to 
create  implies  a  power  to  preserve,"  they  are  to  be 
understood  as  denying  the  application  of  this  prin- 
ciple only  to  the  case  of  creating  corporations.  A 
power  to  create  a  public  office  necessarily  implies 
a  power  to  preserve  that  office;  but  a  power  to 
bestow  a  corporate  franchise  to  carry  on  a  private 
trade  is  totally  different  from  creating  a  public 
office.  A  distinction  between  the  corporate  fran- 
chise, and  the  business  to  be  conducted  under  it, 
must  be  always  borne  in  mind ;  the  power  that 
creates  a  corporate  franchise  for  private  purposes 
not  only  can  preserve  such  franchise,  but  cannot 
new  model  or  impair  it ;  its  corporate  character 
and  existence  are  as  secure  as  the  existence  and 
personal  rights  of  a  natural  person  ;  but  its  trade 
and  business,  like  the  employments  of  natural  per- 
sons, remain  subject  to  regulation  by  the  local 
authorities  where  it  seeks  to  locate  them.  Thus  a 
power  in  the  States  to  tax,  or  even  to  prohibit  a 
trade  in  bills  of  exchange  and  gold  and  silver  bul- 
lion, is  not  a  power  to  destroy  the  corporate  fran- 
chises of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  These 
corporate  franchises  remain,  notwithstanding  the 
exercise  of  this  power,  just  as  the  existence  and 
rights  of  an  individual  remain,  though  his  busi- 
ness is  taxed,  or  he  is  forbidden  to  engage  in  cer- 
tain employments.  The  Government  of  the  Union 
has  conferred  upon  the  bank  certain  capacities  for 
engaging  in  trade,  but  it  has  not  and  cannot  con- 
fer an  absolute  right  and  power  to  drive  this  trade 
in  contempt  of  State  laws.  It  is  made  capable, 
but  not  sovereign  ;  its  capacity  must  be  examined, 
not  with  a  single  eye  to  the  supremacy  of  the 
power  I  hat  created  it,  but  with  a  whole  view  of 
what  that  power  could  confer,  and  what  it  has 
conferred. 

If  the  committee  have  succeeded  in  showing 
that  the  power  which  created  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  is  not  supreme,  in  the  sense  of  the 
first  two  propositions,  but  is  limited  in  its  powers 
and  means  of  preserving  the  bank,  so  as  to  render 
the  third  proposition  untenable,  the  fourth  and 
fifth  propositions,  which  are  founded  upon,  and 
consequences  derived  from,  the  other  three,  must 
necessarily  be  given  up.  As  applied  to  the  ques- 
tion under  discussion,  however,  it  has  been  shown 
that  a  power  to  tax  their  trade  is  not  a  power  to 
destroy  the  corporation.  It  is  not  perceived  how 
a  power  to  diminish  the  profits  of  labor  and  capi- 
tal, by  exacting  a  portion  of  their  ])roceeds  for  the 
support  of  Government,  can  be  construed  into  a 
power  to  destroy  human  life  and  annihilate  capi- 
tal. The  power  of  taxing  the  bank  is  denied, 
because  it  might  be  so  used  as  to  prevent  the  cor- 
poration from  driving  a  profitable  trade;  and  this 
is  deemed  a  power  to  destroy  the  charter,  which 
did  not  originate  the  trade,  but  merely  created  a 


facility  for  conducting  it.  But  what  is  most  singu- 
lar is  this :  that,  after  arriving  at  this  conclusion, 
an  admission  is  made  that  at  once  demolishes  the 
whole  doctrine  upon  which  it  is  founded. 

It  is  conceded  that  each  State  may  tax  the  stock 
owned  by  its  citizens  in  this  bank.  Then  it  is  not 
a  public  institution,  exempt  from  State  taxation, 
upon  the  great  principle  that  the  States  cannot 
tax  the  omces,  institutions,  and  operations  of  the 
Government  of  the  Union.  It  is  not  that  the 
States  have  no  power  to  tax  the  bank ;  but  that 
this  power  exists  only  over  its  capital,  and  does 
not  extend  to  its  operations.  What,  then,  becomes 
of  all  the  labored  doctrines  of  the  opinion  ?  The 
Government  of  the  Union,  though  supreme  within 
its  sphere  of  action,  removing  all  obstacles,  and 
so  modifying  all  powers  vested  in  subordinate 
Governments  as  to  exempt  its  own  operations  from 
their  influence,  cannot,  after  all,  preserve  what  it 
can  create.  Those  who  advance  this  pretension 
are  compelled  to  admit,  that,  upon  their  own  prin- 
ciples, a  power  to  destroy  may  be  wielded  by  the 
State  Governments. 

In  its  utmost  extent,  a  State  tax  upon  the  oper- 
ations of  the  bank  can  produce  no  other  injury 
than  a  suspension  of  its  business.  By  ceasing  to 
trade,  a  tax  upon  business  can  always  be  avoided. 
Not  so  a  tax  upon  capital.  Should  the  States  of 
Pennsylvania,  \ew  York,  and  Massachusetts 
combine  to  tax  the  stock  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  owned  by  their  citizens,  toan  amount 
that  must  consume  the  annual  profits  and  encroach 
upon  the  capital  advanced,  the  destruction  of  the 
bank  must  be  inevitable  ;  for  this  tax  upon  capital 
may  be  exacted,  whether  it  be  productive  or  not. 
The  power  of  the  States  to  tax  the  business  of  the 
bank  is  denied  upon  the  broad  ground  that  the 
power  to  levy  such  a  tax  is  tantamount  to  a  power 
to  destroy  the  bank,  and  is  incompatible  with  a 
power  in  the  Government  of  the  Union  to  create 
it.  Yet  this  power  to  tax  the  capital,  though  in- 
contestably  of  greater  potency  to  destroy  the  insti- 
tution, is  admitted  to  exist.  Between  the  point 
decided  and  the  point  conceded  there  is  a  palpable 
contradiction,  to  which  sound  argument  and  just 
conclusions  are  never  subject. 

Another  very  absurd  consequence  results  from 
the  decision  and  admission,  when  connected  to- 
gether as  they  are  in  the  opinion  under  considera- 
tion. A  State  tax  upon  the  stock  or  actual  capital 
invested  by  its  citizens  in  the  bank  cannot  reach 
or  affect  the  stock  owned  by  foreigners  or  by  the 
other  States;  but  a  tax  upon  the  business  operates 
alike  upon  all  the  stockholders.  Should  Massa- 
chusetts tax  the  stock  of  her  citizens,  stock  in  the 
bank  must  be  worth  less  in  Massachusetts  than 
elsewhere.  Should  all  the  States  tax  the  stock 
owned  by  their  citizens,  stock  held  by  foreigners 
must  be  most  valuable.  Should  one  State  tax  the 
stock  so  as  to  exhaust  the  capital,  the  citizens  of  that 
State  must  sell  out  to  citizens  of  other  States  or 
to  foreigners.  Should  all  the  States  assess  such 
a  tax,  the  whole  stock  must  be  transferred  to  for- 
eigners, or  the  bank  annihilated.  One  consequence, 
therefore,  of  this  admission,  may  be  to  throw  the 
institution  into  the  hands  of  foreigners,  when  our 
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Government  will  exhibit  the  strange  spectacle  off 
a  company  of  foreign  bankers  regarded  as  a  na-  i 
tional  institution,  and,  as  such,  protected  by  the  | 
Constitution  of  the  Union  from  any  of  the  burdens  i 
to  which  citizens  are  subject.  ' 

It  may  be  said  that  this  admission  wa^  unwa- ; 
rily  made,  and,  upon  further  consideration,  would 
be  retracted  as  inconsistent  with  what  had  been 
previously  decided.  But  the  committee  conceive 
that  this  explanation  is  quite  unsatisfactory.  It 
has  been  already  stated  that  theConstitutiun  does, 
in  express  terms,  declare  what  subjects  shall  be 
exempt  from  the  taxing  power  of  the  States.  It 
was  telt  that  indirectly  to  exempt  other  subjects 
was  unwarrantable,  upon  all  established  principles 
of  interpreting  laws  and  constitutions.  This  ar- 
gument was  pressed  ;  and,  to  escape  its  force,  the 
admission  was  made,  so  that  evidently  it  is  part 
of  the  decision,  and,  as  such,  sweeps  away  the 
grand  pillar  upon  wi^h  the  whole  decision 
rested. 

If  the  committee  have  taken  a  correct  view  of 
the  subject,  it  would  seem  manifest  that,  in  deny- 
ing to  the  Stales  a  power  to  tax  private  corpora-  j 
tions  of  trade  incorporated  by  the  Government  of  ^ 
the  Union,  where  no  doubt  exists  of  the  power  to  : 
create  the  incorporation,  it  becomes  necessary  to  ' 
maintain  many  doctrines  of  very  doubtful  charac- 
ter and  dangerous  tendency  ;  while  conceding  to 
them  this  power  involves  nothing  either  doubtful 
or  dangerous.     It  strips  such  corporations  of  all 
pretensions  to  be  regarded  as  instruments  of  Gov- 
ernment, in  the  same  sense  as  the  Mint  and  the 
Post  OflSce;  but  it  preserves  untouched  their  cor- 
porate franchises,  and  concedes  to  them  every  right 
and  privilege  which  a  natural  person  is  entitled  to 
claim.    It  presents  no  obstruction  to  the  legitimate 
action  of  the  Government  of  the  Union,  but  places 
it,  in  the  establishment  of  private  corporations  of 
trade,  upon  the  same  foundation  as  in  erecting 
lighthouses  and  constructing  roads. 

It  is  in  nothing  derogatory  to  this  corporation 
called  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  nor  to  the 
Government  of  the  Union  that  created  it,  to  place 
its  trade  upon  the  same  footing  with  that  of  a  pri- 
vate citizen  employed  by  the  Government.  The 
contractor  to  transport  tne  mail  must  use  horses 
and  carriages ;  without  them,  he  cannot  comply 
with  his  contract.  They  are  means  or  instruments 
employed  by  Government,  but  they  are  subject  to 
State  taxation,  as  other  property  of  the  same  de- 
scription. This  has  been  a  universal  practice,  and 
has  never  been  deemed  any  obstruction  to  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Government  of  the  Union.  The  States 
cannot  tax  the  transportation  of  the  mail  without 
obstructing  the  action  of  the  Government ;  but 
were  an  association  incorporated  to  transport  the 
mail  all  over  the  Union,  with  capacity  to  trade  in 
live  stock  and  agricultural  products,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  but  that  their  private  trade  and  property 
would  be  subject  to  State  taxation. 

The  committee  have  not  deemed  it  necessary  to 
examine  any  argument  founded  upon  a  supposed 
abuse  of  power  by  the  States.  As,  between  Slates, 
every  argument  of  this  sort  is  inadmissible,  be- 
cause it  may  be  urged  with  equal  force  against 


the  exercise  of  any  power  by  either,  and  concludes 
to  the  destructijn  of  all  authority.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  but  the  States  will  at  all  times  be  ready 
to  encourage,  rather  than  repress,  the  introduction 
and  employment  of  capital  within  their  dominion, 
where  it  may  probably  be  of  any  general  advant- 
age. Of  tliis  the  Slate  authorities  are  much  more 
competent  judges  than  capitalists,  or  their  agents, 
at  a  distance  can  be.  It  must  always  be  unwise 
to  force  a  capital  into  i  country  against  the  sense 
of  those  who  administer  the  Government.  Thai 
the  Bank  has  sustained  great  losses  by  sending 
brandies  into  this  Stale,  is  now  notorious;  that 
their  trade  and  loans  have  been  highly  injurious 
to  all  the  best  interests  of  the  State,  cannot  be 
disputed.  This  loss  on  the  one  hand,  and  injury 
on  the  other,  would  have  been  avoided,  had  the 
Bank  consulted  the  authorities  of  the  State  in- 
stead of  holding  counsel  with  money-joblx'rs  and 
speculators. 

The  committee  have  carefully  examined  the 
subject,  and,  without  pretending  to  present  it  in 
all  the  view>  of  which  it  is  susceptible,  have  urged 
only  thaNe  which  appear  lo  them  nio>t  prominent. 
The  result  of  their  deliberations  is,  that  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Stales  is,  in  their  opinion,  a  mere 
private  corporation  of  trade,  and,  as  such,  its  trade 
and  business  must  be  subject  to  the  taxing  jHJWer 
of  the  State. 

In  considering  what  course  the  committee  should 
reconmiend  as  proper  to  be  adopted  at  this  time, 
one  point  of  difficulty  has  presented  itself.  It  is 
urged  by  many  that  the  tax  levied  and  collected 
is  enormous  in  amount,  and,  therefore,  unequal 
and  unjust.  It  is  readily  admitted  that  tiiis  alle- 
gation is  not  entirely  unfounded,  and  all  must 
ai^ree  that  it  does  not  comport  with  the  character 
ot  a  State  to  afford  any  color  to  accuse  her  of  in- 
justice. Even  in  the  assertion  of  a  right,  it  is 
highly  derogatory  for  a  State  to  act  oppressively; 
and  all  injustice  is  oppression.  It  cannot  be  doubt- 
ed but  that  the  tax  was  levied  as  a  pi'nalty,  and 
that  It  was  not  supposed  the  Bank  would  venture 
to  incur  it.  It  was  an  act  of  temerity  in  tliem  to 
do  so;  and  although  in  this  view  the  tax  was 
iustly,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
legally  collected,  yet,  under  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  the  committee  conceive  that  the  State 
oug:ht  to  be  satisfied  with  eflecting  the  objects  for 
which  the  law  was  enacted. 

At  this  time  the  Bank  can  have  little  object  in 
continuing  its  branches,  except  to  maintain  the 
point  of  right,  which  may  not  be  definitively  set- 
tled by  the  controversy.  The  State,  having  re- 
fused to  use  the  money  collected,  has  no  interest 
but  that  of  character  and  an  assertion  of  the  right. 
If  an  accommodation  can  Ije  effected  without  pre- 
judice lo  the  rights  upcm  either  sid^,  it  would 
seem  lo  be  desirable  to  all  parties.  With  this 
view,  as  well  as  with  a  view  to  remove  all  impro- 
per impressions,  the  committee  recommend  that  a 
proposition  of  compromise  be  made  by  law,  mak- 
ing provision  thai,  upon  the  Bank  discontinuing 
the  suits  now  prosecuted  against  the  public  offi- 
cers, and  giving  assurance  that  the  branches  shall 
be  withdrawn,  and  only  an  agency  left  to  settle 
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its  business  and  collect  its  debts,  the  amount  col-    must  one  day  be  discussed,  and  which  may  now  be 
lected  for  tax  shall  be  paid,  without  interest.  '  very  safely  investigated. 

But  the  committee  conceive  that  the  General        The  committee  conclude  by  recommending  the 
Assembly  ought  not  to  stop  here.     The  reputation  I  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions  : 
of  the  State  has  been  assailed  throughout  the  Uni-        Refofred  hy  the   General  Assembir/  of  the  State  of 
ted  Slates  ;  and  the  nature  of  the  controversy,  and  |  Ohio,  That  in  respect  to  the  powers  of  the  Govem- 


her  true  course  of  conduct,  have  alike  been  very 
much  misunderstood.  It  behooves  the  General 
Assembly,  even  if  a  compromise  be  effected,  to  lake 
measures  for  vindicating  the  character  of  the  State, 
and  also  for  awakening  the  attention  of  the  sepa- 


ments  of  the  several  States  that  compose  the  Ameri- 
can Union,  and  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Grovern- 
ment,  this  General  Assembly  do  recognise  and  ap- 
prove the  doctrines  asserted  by  the  Legislatures  of 
Kentucky  and  Virginia  in  their  resolutions  of  No- 


rate  States  to  the  consequences  that  may  result  •  vember  and  December,  1798,  and  January,  1800, 
from  the  doctrines  of  the  federal  courts  upon  the  j  and  do  consider  that  their  principles  have  been  re- 
questions  that  have  arisen.  And,  besides,  as  it  is  I  cognised  and  adopted  by  a  majority  of  the  Ameri- 
possible  that  the  proposition  of  compromise  may  ;  can  people. 

not  be  accepted,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  General  As-  [  Resdred,fvrtlier,  That  this  General  Assembly  do 
sembly  to  take  ulterior  measures  for  asserting  and  protest  against  the  doctrines  of  the  Federal  circuit 
naaintaining  the  rights  of  the  State  by  all  Constitu-  court  sitting  in  this  State,  avowed  and  maintained 
tional  means  within  their  power.  !  in  their  proceedings  against  the  officers  of  State 

In  general,  partial  legislation  is  objectionable ;    "P^n  account  of  their  official  acts,  as  being  in  di- 


but  this  is  no  ordinary  case,  and  may  therefore  call 
for  and  warrant  extraordinary  measures.  Since 
the  exemptions  claimed  by  the  bank  are  sustained 


reel  violation  of  the  eleventh  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Reifolved,  furtJter,  That  this  General  Assembly 


upon  the  proposition  that  the  power  that  created  it  '  ^^.  assert,  andnvill  maintain,  by  all  legal  and  Con- 
must  have  the  i>ower  to  preserve  it,  there  would  \  stitutional  means,  the  ri^ht  of  the  States  to  tax  the 
seem  to  l)e  a  strict  propriety  in  putting  the  creating  business  and  property  of  any  private  corporation  of 
power  lo  the  exercise  of  this  preserving  power,  and  <rade,  incorporated  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
thus  ascertaining  distinctly  whether  the  executive  Slates,  and  located  to  transact  its  corporate  busi- 
and  legislative  departments  of  the  Government  of   ^^^^  within  any  State. 

the  Union  will  recognise,  sustain,  and  enforce  the  i  Resolved,  fnrtyr,  That  the  Bank  of  the  United 
doctrine  of  the  judicial  department.  |  Stales  is  a  private  corporation  of  trade,  the  capital 

f„,  ,1  •   ,  ..,„    „  .1  ..  ,.1    .    and  business  of  which  may  be  leffallv  taxed  m  any 

r  or  this  purpose  the  committee  recommend  that    <;•,„,„  „l       ,k      ^       u    >  &«"7  ^«*'^"  "•  »"y 

provision  h,  made  by  law  forbidding  the  keepers    '^Tw.^  V  /7      '?k  /il"     ^  .   a  u. 

of  our  jails  from  receiving  into  the.;  custodv  any  '  ,/,'  ^'^'  l''''^'';  ,^  ^f  '^''  ^^^^^i  Assembly 
"*  .    ^    .-._.-../    (Jo  protest  against  the  doctrine  that  the  political 

rights  of  the  separate  States  that  compose  the 
American  Union,  and  their  powers  as  sovereign 
States,  may  be  settled  and  determined  in  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  con- 
clude and  bind  them  in  cases  contrived  between 
individuals,  and  where  they  are,  no  one  of  them, 
parties  direct. 

Resolved,  further,  That  the  Governor  transmit  to 
the  Governors  of  the  several  States  a  copy  of  the 
foregoing  report  and  resolutions,  to  be  laid  before 

from 
Legislature  of 
each  State  may  express  their  opinion  upon  the 
matters  therein  contained. 

Resolved,  /uiiher.  That  the  Governor  transmit  a 
copy  of  the  foregoing  report  and  resolutions  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  Presi- 


person  committed  at  the  suit  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  or  for  any  injury  done  to  them; 
prohibiting  our  judicial  officers  from  taking  ac- 
knowledgments of  conveyances,  where  the  bank  is 
a  parly,  or  when  made  for  their  use,  and  our  re- 
corders from  receiving  or  recording  such  convey- 
ance>  ;  forbiddinj;  our  courts,  justices  of  the  peace, 
judges,  and  grand  juries,  from  taking  any  cogni- 
zance of  any  wrong  alleged  to  have  been  commit- 
ted upon  any  species  of  property  owned  by  the 


bank,  or  upon  any  of  its  cor|)brate  rights  or  privi-      ul  "    ^  re,K;ri  auu  rt-soiuuons,  lo  oe  laia  i 

leges    and  prohibiting  our  notaries  public  from%ro-  '  \t?' r^^^.T^    ^^t    Z""\":L'^  V'^T' 
testing  any  notes  or  bills  held  by  the  bank  or  their  '  ''^'l^s?"'"^  Assembly  that  the   Legislate 


agents,  or  made  payable  to  them. 

The  adoption  of  these  measures  will  leave  the 
bank  exclusively  to  the  protection  of  the  Federal 
Government,  and  its  Constitutional  power  to  pre 


serve  it  in  the  sense  maintained  by  the  Supreme    dent  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Court  may  thus  be  fairly,  peaceably,  and  constitu-    Representatives  of  the  United  States,  to  be  laid 
tionally  tested.     Congress  must  be  called  on  to  pro-    before  their  respective  Houses,  that  the  principles 
vide  a  criminal  code  to  punish  wrongs  committed    upon  which  this  State  has,  and  does  proceed,  inay 
upon  It,  and  to  devise  a  system  of  conveyances  to    be  fairly  and  distinctly  understood, 
enable  it  to  receive  and  transmit  estates;  and,  be- 
ing thus -called  on  lo  act,  the  National  Legislature 
must  be  drawn  lo  the  serious  consideration  of  a 


subject  which  the  committee  believe  demands  much 
more  attention  than  it  has  excited.  The  measures 
proposed  are  peaceable  and  Constitutional ;  con- 
ceived in  no  spirit  of  hostility  to  the  Government 
of  the  Union,  but  intended  to  bring  fairly  before 
the  nation  great  and  important  questions,  which 


HocsE  OF  Representatives,  Dec.  28,  1820. 
The  foregoing  report  approved,  and  resolutions 
adopted— Attest:  WM.  DOHERTY, 

Clerk  House  of  Rep's. 
I.\  Senate,  January  3,  1821. 
Report  and  resolutions  concurred  in. 
Attest:  RICHARD  COLLINS, 

Clerk  of  the  SenaU. 


1715 


APPENDIX. 


1716 


f 


F^' 


Military  Peace  EstaUiikment. 


MILITARY  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

[Coiunaunicated  to  the  House,  December  12,  1820.] 

War  Department,  Dec.  12,  1820.      i 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  I 
of  Representatives,  of  the  lHh  of  May  last,  "di-  j 
reeling  that  the  Secretary  of  War  report  to  this  i 
House,  at  the  CDmniencement  of  the  next  session,  | 
a  plan  for  the  reduction  of  the  Army  to  six  thous- 
and non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  pri- 
vates, and  preserving  such  parts  of  the  corps  of 
engineers,  as  in  his  opinion,  without  regard  to  that 
number,  it  may  be  for  the  public  interest  to  retain  ; 
and  also  what  saving  of  the  public  revenue  will 
be  produced  by  such  arrangement  of  the  Army  as  I 
he  may  propose  in  conformity  with  this  resolution," 
1  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report : 

I  deem  it  proper,  before  a  plan  is  presented  in 
detail  for  reducing  the  Array,  as  proposed  in  the 
resolution,  to  state  briefly  the  general  principles  on 
which  it  is  conceived  our  Military  Peace  Estab- 
lishment ought  to  be  organized.  It  will  be  readily 
admitted,  that  the  organization  of  the  Army  ought 
to  have  reference  to  the  objects  for  which  it  is 
maintained,  and  ought  to  be  such  as  may  be  best 
calculated  to  effect  such  objects ;  as  it  must  be  ob- 
vious, on  the  slightest  reflection,  that  on  consider- 
ations connected  therewith  ought  to  depend,  not 
only  its  numbers,  but  also  the  principles  on  which 
it  ought  to  be  formed. 

The  necessity  of  a  standing  army  in  peace  is 
not  believed  to  be  involved  in  the  subject  under 
consideration,  as   the   resolution   presupposes  the 
propriety  of  maintaining  one;  and,  in  fact,  its  ne- 
cessity is  so  apparent,  that  even  those  least  friend- 
ly to  the  Army  have  never  attempted  to  abolish  it, 
or  even  to  reduce  it,  since  the  late  war,  much  be- 
low the  number  proposed  in  the  resolution.     The 
objects  for  which  a  standing  army  in  peace  ought 
to  be  maintained,  may  be  comprised  under  two 
classes:  those  which,  though  they  have  reference 
to  a  state  of  war,  yet  are  more  immediately  con- 
nected with  its  duties  in  peace,  and  those  which 
relate  immediately  and  solely  to  war.     Under  the 
lixst  class  may  be  enumerated,  as  the  leading  ob- 
jects, the  garrisoning  of  the  forts  along  our  Atlan- 
tic frontier,  in  order  to  preserve  them,  and  to  cause 
the  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  to  be  respect- 
ed in  their  immediate  neighborhood,  and  the  occu- 
pying of  certain  commanding  posts  on  our  inland 
fronlier,  to  keep  in  check  our  savage  neighbors, 
and  to  protect  our  newly  formed  and  feeble  settle- 
ments in  that  quarter.     These  are,  doubtless,  im- 
portant objects,  but  are  by  no  means  so  essential 
as  those  which  relate  immediately  and  solely  to  a 
state  of  war ;    and  though  not  to  be  neglected 
wholly,  ought  not  to  have  any  decided  influence 
in  the  organization  of  our  Peace  Establishment. 
Without,  therefore,  making  any  farther  remark  on 
this  point  of  the  inquiry,  I  will  proceed  to  consider 
the  other  class,  on  which,  as  it  comprises  the  great 
and  leading  inducements  to  maintain  in  this  coun- 
try a  regular  army  in  peace,  the  prominent  fea- 
tures ofits  organization  ought  to  depend. 

However  remote  our  situation  from  the  great 


Powers  of  the  world,  and  however  pacific  our  pol- 
icy, we  are,  notwithstanding,  liable  to  be  involved 
in  war ;  and,  to  resist  with  success  its  calamities 
and  dangers,  a  standing  army  in  peace,  in  the 
present  improved  state  of  the  military  science,  is 
an  indispensable  preparation.     The  opposite  opin- 
ion cannot  be  adopted,  without  putting  to  hazard 
the  independence  and  safety  of  the  country.    I  am 
aware  that  the  militia  is  considered,  and  in  many 
respects  justly,  as  the  great  national  force ;  but,  to 
render  them  efl"ective,  every  experienced  officer 
must  acknowledge  that  they   require  the  aid  of 
regular  troops.     Supported  by  a  suitable  corps  of 
trained  artillerists,  and  by  a  small  but  well  di.sci- 
plined  body  of  infantry,  they  may  be  safely  relied 
on  to  garrison  our  forts,  and  to  act  in  the  field  as 
light  troops.     In  these  services  their  zeal,  courage, 
and  habit  of  using  fire-arms,  would  be  of  great  im- 
portance, and  would  have  their  full  efiect.     To 
rely  on  them  beyond  this — to  suppose  our  militia 
capable  of  meeting  in  the  open  field  the  regular 
troops  of  Europe — would  be  to  resi>t  the  most  ob- 
vious truth,  and  the  whole  of  our  experience  as  a 
nation.     War  is  an  art,  to  obtain  perfection  in 
which  much  time  and  experience,  particularly  for 
the  officers,  are  necessary.     It  is  true,  that  men  of 
great  military  genius  occasionally  appear,  who, 
though  without  experience,  may,  when  an  army 
is  already  organized  and  disciplined,  lead  it  to  vic- 
tory ;  yet  I  know  of  no  instance,  under  circum- 
stances nearly  equal,  in  which  the  greatest  talents 
have  been  able,  with  irregular  and  undisciplined 
troops,  to  meet  with  success  those  that  were  regu- 
larly trained.      Genius,  without  much  experience, 
may  command,  but  it  cannot  go  much  further.    It 
cannot  at  once  organize  and  discipline  an  army, 
and  give  it  that  military  tone  and  habit  which 
only,  in  the  midst  of  imminent  danger,  can  enable 
I  it  to  perform  the  most  complex  evolutions  with 
j  precision  and  promptitude.   Those  qualities  which 
I  essentially  distinguish  an  army  from  an  equal  as- 
semblage of  untrained   individuals,  can   only  be 
acquired  by  the  instruction  of  experienced  officers. 
I  If  they,  particularly  the  company  and  regimental 
officers,  are  inexperienced,  the  Army  must  remain 
undisciplined;  in  which  case  the  genius,  and  even 
the  experience  of  the  commander,  will  be  of  little 
avail.     The  great  and  leading  objects,  then,  of  a 
Military  Establishment   in   peace,  ought   to  be  to 
create  and  perpetuate  military  skill  and  experi- 
ence; so  that  at  all  times  the  country  may  have  at 
j  its  command  a  body  of  officers  sufficiently  nume- 
I  rous,  and  well  instructed  in  every  branch  of  duty, 
1  both  of  the  line  and  staff;  and  the  organization  of 
I  the  Army  ought  to  be  such  as  to  enable  the  Gov- 
j  ernment,  at  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  to 
obtain  a  regular  force,  adequate  to  the  emergen- 
I  gencies  of  the  country,  properly  organized  and  pre- 
pared for  actual  service.     It  is  thus  only  that  we 
can  be  in  the  condition  to  meet  the  first  shocks  of 
hostilities  with  unyielding  firmness,  and  to  press 
on  an  enemy  while  our  resources  are  yet  unex- 
i  hausted.     But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  disregarding 
j  the  sound  dictates  of  reason  and  experience,  we 
I  should  in  peace  neglect  our  Military  Establish- 
I  ment,  we  must,  with  a  powerful  and  skilful  ene- 
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ray,  be  exposed  to  the  most  distressing  calamities. 
Not  all  the  zeal,  courage,  and  patriotism  of  our 
militia,  unsupported  by  regularly  trained  and  dis- 
ciplined troops,  can  avert  them.  Without  such 
troops,  the  two  or  three  first  campaigns  would  be 
worse  than  lost.  The  honor  of  our  arms  would 
be  tarnished,  and  the  resources  of  the  country  use- 
lessly lavished ;  for,  in  proportion  to  the  want  of 
efficiency,  and  a  proper  organization  must,  in  ac- 
tual service,  be  our  military  expenditures.  When 
taught  by  sad  experience,  we  would  be  compelled 
to  make  redoubled  efiforts  with  exhausted  means, 
to  regain  those  very  advantages  which  were  lost 
for  the  want  of  experience  and  skill.  In  addition 
to  the  immense  expenditure  which  would  then  be 
necessary,  exceeding  manifold  what  would  have 
been  sufficient  to  put  our  Peace  Establishment  on 
a  respectable  footing,  a  crisis  would  be  thus  brought 
on  of  a  most  dangerous  character  If  our  liberty 
should  ever  be  endangtred  by  the  military  power 
gaining  the  ascendency,  it  will  be  from  the  neces- 
sity of  making  those  mighty  and  irregular  efforts 
to  retrieve  our  afliiirs,  after  a  series  of  disasters, 
caused  by  the  want  of  adequate  military  knowl- 
edge ;  just  a>,  in  our  physical  system,  a  state  of 
the  most  dangerous  excitement  and  paroxysm  fol- 
lows that  of  the  greatest  debility  and  prostration. 
To  avoid  these  dangerous  consequences,  and  to 
prepare  the  country  to  meet  a  state  of  war,  partic- 
ularly at  Its  commencement,  with  honor  and  safe- 
ty, much  must  depend  on  the  organization  of  our 
Military  Peace  Establishment ;  and  I  have,  ac- 
cordingly, in  the  plan  about  to  be  proposed  for  the 
reduction  of  the  Army,  directed  my  attention 
mainly  to  that  point,  believing  it  to  be  of  the 
greatest  importance. 

To  give  such  an  organization,  the  leading  prin- 
ciple in  its  formation  ought  lo  be,  that,  at  the 
commencement  of  hostilities,  there  should  be  no- 
thing either  to  new-model  or  to  create.  The  only 
difference,  consequently,  between  the  peace  and  \ 
the  war  formation  of  the  Army,  ought  to  be  in 
the  increased  magnitude  of  the  latter;  and  the  I 
only  change,  in  passing  from  the  former  to  the 
latter,  should  consist  in  giving  to  it  the  augmen- 
tation which  will  then  be  necessary. 

It  is  thus,  and  thus  only,  the  dangerous  transi- 
tion from  peace  to  war  may  be  made  without  con-  j 
fusion  or  disorder  ;  and  the  weakness  and  danger, 
which  otherwise  would  be  inevitable,  be  avoided.  ; 
Two   conse<iuences   result   from    this   principle :  ! 
First,  the  organization  of  the  staff  in  a  Peace  [ 
Establishment  ought  to  be  such  that  every  branch  i 
of  it  should  be  completely  formed,  with  such  ex- 
tension as  the' number  of  troops  and  posts  occu- 
pied may  render  necessary;  and.  secondly,  that 
the  organization  of  the  line  ought,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, to  be  such  that,  in  passing  from  the  peace  I 
to  the  war  formation,  the  force  may  be  sufficiently  j 
augmented,    without   adding   new    regiments   or 
battalions ;  thus  raising  the  war  on  the  basis  of  1 
the  Peace  Establishment,  instead  of  creating  a 
new  army  to  be  added  to  the  old,  as  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  late  war.     The  next  principle 
to  be  observed  is,  the  organization  ougnt  to  be 
such  as  to  induce,  in  time  of  peace,  citizens  of 


!  adequate  talents  and  respectability  of  character  to 
enter  and  remain  in  the  military  service  of  the 
country,  so  that  the  Government  may  have  offi- 
cers at  its  command,  who,  to  the  requisite  expe- 
rience, would  add  the  public  confidence.  The 
correctness  of  this  principle  can  scarcely  be  doubl- 
ed, for,  surely,  if  it  is  worth  having  an  army  at 
all,  it  is  worth  having  it  well  commanded. 

These  are  the  general  principles  upon  which  I 
propose  to  form  the  organization  of  the  Army,  as 
proposed  to  be  reduced  under  the  resolution.     By 
reference  to  tables  A  and  B,  which  contain  the 
,  proposed  and  present  organizations,  it  will  be  seen 
'  that  the  principal  difference  between  them  is  in 
the  reduction  of  the  rank  and  file.     The  present 
organization  of  the  stafi^  with  its  branches,  is  re- 
tained,  with   slight    alterations.     The  principal 
changes  in  it  are,  in  that  of  the  Commissary  Gen- 
eral of  Purchases,  and   the  Judge  Advocate.s,  by 
which  it  is  intended  that  they  should   conform 
more  exactly  to  the  principles  on  which  the  other 
branches  are  now  formed.     It  is  believed  that  the 
true  principle  of  its  organization  is,  that  every 
distinct  branch  of  the  staff  should  terminate  in  a 
chief,  to  be  stationed,  at  least  in  peace,  near  the 
Seat  of  Government,  and  to  be  made  responsible 
for  its  condition.     It  is  thus  that  the  Government 
may  at  all  time  obtain  correct  knowledge  of  the 
condition  of  the  Army  in  every  particular,  and 
be  enabled  to  introduce  method,  order,  and  econo- 
my,  in  its  disbursements.     It  is,  at  present,  with 
slight  exceptions,  thus  organized,  and  the  benefi- 
cial effects  of  it  have  already  been  strikingly  ex- 
emplified  by  experience.     Since   the   passage  of 
the  act  of  the  14th  of  April,  1818,  which  gave  the 
present  organization  to  the  staff",  the  expense  of 
the  Army  has  been  greatly  reduced,  while,  at  the 
same  time,  the  various  articles  supplied  have  been 
improved   in   quality,  and  the   punctuality  with 
which    they   have   been   issued ;  and   while   the 
movements  of  the  Army  hare,  at  least  for  the 
present,  been  rendered  more  expensive  by  occupy- 
ing the  distant  frontier  posts  at  the  mouth  of  the 
St.  Peters  and  at  the  Council  Bluffs.     By  a  state- 
ment from  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 
and  the  books  of  the  Second  Auditor,  marked  C, 
containing  the  Army  disbursements  from  1818  to 
1820  inclusive,  it  appears  that  the  expense  of  the 
Army  in  1818,  the  year  in  which  the  present  or- 
ganization commenced,  amounted  to  three  mil- 
lions seven  hundred  and  forty-eight  thousand  four 
hundred  and  forty-five  dollars  and  one  cent,  while 
the  amount  of  warrants  issued  for  current  dis- 
bursements to  the  first  of  November  this  year,  has 
amounted  only  to  two  millions  six  hundred  and 
sixteen    thousand   five    hundred   and   twenty-six 
dollars  and  eleven  cents,  and  the  disbursements  of 
the  whole   year  will,   probably,  not  exceed  two 
millions  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars.     In  the 
year  1818,  the  aggregate  average  number  of  the 
Military    Establishment,    including    the    cadets, 
amounted  to  eight   thousand   one  hundred   and 
ninety-nine,  and  that  of  this  year  to  nine  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  eleven.     It  is  admitted  that, 
during  the  same  period,  a  considerable  reduction 
has  taken  place  in  many  of  the  articles  which 
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constitute  the  supplies  of  the  Army,  the  effect  of 
which  has  been  to  reduce  its  expense ;  but,  on  ex- 
amination, it  will  appear  that  the  diminution  on  I 
this  account  is  much  less  than  what  on  the  first  j 
impression  might  be  supposed.     Many  of  the  more  ! 
considerable  items,  which  constitute  the  expenses  i 
of  the  Army,  are  fixed  by  law,  and  do  not  fluctu-  ; 
ate  with  the  change  of  prices,  such  as  the  pay  of 
the  officers  and  men,  the  subsistence  of  the  former,  ' 
and  the  allowance  to  them  for  servants,  forage,  ! 
transportation  of  baggage,  &.c.     All  of  the  items 
estimated  for,  by  the  Paymaster  General,  except- 
ing clothino;  for  servants,  which  isof  small  amount, 
partake  oi  this  character;  to  which,  if  we  add 
those  in  the  Quartermaster  General's  estimates, 
which,  although  the  price  of  some  of  them  have 
in  the  period  under  consideration  been  reduced, 
yet  that  has  been  at  least  balanced  in  the  increased 
expenditure  of  that  department  for  the  last  two 
years,  by  the  extension  and  increased  number  of 
the  military  posts ;  it  will  result,  that  the  reduc- 
tion in  the  expense  of  the  Army  by  the  diminu- 
tion of   prices   is  substantially  confined    to   the 
clothing,  medical,  and  subsistence  departments. 
Some  pains  have  been  taken  to  ascertain  this  dim- 
inution, in  the  various  articles  supplied  by  them, 
and  it  has  resulted  in  the  belief,  that  the  average 
of  these  supplied  by  the  clothing  and  medical  de- 
partments were,  in  the  year  1818,  about  seven  per 
cent,  higher  than  in  this,  and  in  the  subsistence 
about  forty  per  cent.     With  these  data,  it  is  as- 
certained, that  the  expense  of  the  Army  this  year, 
had  no  diminution  in  price  since  1818  taken  place, 
would  have  amounted,  deducting  for  the  differ- 
ence of  the  average  number  of  the  two  years,  and 
allowing  for  the  expenditure  of  the  Seminole  war 
in  1818,  to  about  two  millions  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-one  thousand,  and  thirty-eight  dollars  and 
fifty-five  cents.     This  sum,  deducted  from  three 
millions  seven  hundred  and  forty-eight  thousand 
four  hundred  and   forty-five  dollars  and  one  cent, 
the  expense  of  the  Army  in   1818,  gives  for  the 
actual  saving,  after  allowing  for  the  diminution 
of  prices,  the  sum  of  nine  hundred  and  fifty-seven 
thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-six  dollars  and 
forty-six  cents,  (see  table   D,)  which    has  been 
effected  through  the  organization  of  the  present 
start",  by  enablmg  the  department  to  superintend, 
in  its  minute  details,  as  well  the  various  disburse- 
ments of  the  Army,  as  the  measures  taken  to  pre- 
vent the  waste  of  public  property.     The  amount 
of  saving  may  appear  to  bi,'  very  great,  but  it  is 
confidently  believed,  that  it  cannot  be  materially 
reduced  by  any  just  mode  of  calculation  of  which 
the  subject  is  susceptible. 

As  great  as  this  result  is,  it  is  only  in  war  that 
the  benefits  of  a  proper  organization  of  the  staff 
can  be  fully  realized.  With  a  complete  organi- 
sation, and  experienced  officers,  trained  in  time  of 
peace  to  an  exact  and  punctual  discharge  of  their 
duty,  the  saving  in  war  (not  to  insist  on  an  in- 
creased energy  and  success  in  our  military  move- 
ments) would  be  of  incalculable  advantage  to  the 
country.  The  number  of  deputies  and  assistants 
in  each  branch  ought  to  be  regulated  by  the  exi- 
gency of  the  service,  and  this  must  obviously  de- 


pend much  more  on  the  number  of  posts  than  on 
the  number  of  troops  ;  and  as  no  material  change 
can,  consistently  with  the  public  interest,  be  made 
as  to  the  posts,  under  the  proposed  reduction,  little 
diminution  can  be  made  in  the  number  of  subor- 
dinate officer?  belonging  to  the  staff. 

It  is  also  proposed  to  retain  the  two  major  and 
four  brigadier  generals.     Although  it  is  not  pro- 
bable that  there  will  be  concentrated,  in  time  of 
peace,  at  any  one  point,  a  force  equal  to  the  com- 
mand of  a  single  major,  or  even  a  brigadier  gen- 
eral, yet  it  is  conceived  that  it  is  important  to  the 
service  that  they  should  be  retained.    As  two  regi- 
ments, with  a  proper  proportion  of  artillery  and 
light  troops,  constitute,  in  our  service,  one  brigade, 
and   two   brigades  a  division,  the   command  of 
a  major  general,  the  number  of  regiments  and  bat- 
talions,  under    the    proposed   organization,    thus 
gives  a  command  equal  to  that  of  two  major  and 
four  brigadier  generals.     But  a   more  weighty, 
and,  in  my  opinion,  decisive  reason,  why  they 
should  be  retained,  may  be  found  in  the  principle 
already  stated,  that  the  organization  of  the  Peace 
Establishment  ought  to  be  such  as  to  induce  per- 
sons of  talent  and  respectability  to  enter  and  con- 
tinue in   the   military  service.     To  give  to   the 
officer  of  the  Army  the  necessary  skill  and  equiv- 
alents, the  Military  Academy  is  an    invaluable 
part  of  our  H^stablishment ;  but  that  alone  will  be 
inadequate.     For   this   purpose,  respectability  of 
rank  and  compensation  must  be  given  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Army.     Every  prudent  individual,  in 
selecting  his  course  of  life,  must  be  governed,  mak- 
ing some  allowance  for  natural  disposition,  essen- 
tially by  the  rewards  which  attend  the  'various 
'  pursuits  open  to  him.     Under  our  free  institutions, 
every  one  is  left  free-to  make  his  selection  ;  and 
most  of  the  pursuits  of  life,  followed  with  industry 
and    skill,   lead    to   opulence   and    respectability. 
'  The  profession  of  arms,  in  the  well  established 
state  of  things  which  exists  among  us,  has  no 
reward  but  what  is  attached  to  it  by  law  ;  and 
if  that  should  be  inferior  to  other  professions,  it 
would  be  idle  to  suppose  individuals,  possessed  of 
the  necessary  talents  and  character,  would  be  in- 
duced to  enter  it.     A  mere  sense  of  duty  ought 
not,  and  cannot,  be  safely  relied  on.     It  supposes 
that  individuals  would  be  actuattnl  by  a  stronger 
sense  of  duty  towards  the  Government  than   the 
latter  towards  them. 

If  we  may  judge  from  experience,  it  would 
seem  that  the  Army,  even  with  these  important 
commands,  which,  from  their  rank  and  compen- 
sation, mu^t  operate  strongly  on  those  who  have 
a  military  inclination,  does  not  present  induce- 
ments to  remain  in  it,  stronger  than,  nor  even  as 
<  strong  as,  those  of  most  of  the  other  respectable 
pursuits  of  life. 

The  number  of  resignations  has  been  very  great, 
;  of  which  many  are  among  the  most  valuable  offi- 
cers.    Should  the  number  of  generals  be  reduced, 
the  motive  for  entering  or  continuing  in  service 
must  also  be  greatly  reduced  ;  for,  like  the  high 

Erizes  in  a  lottery,  though  they  can  l>e  obtained 
y  a  few  only,  yet  they  operate  on  all  those  who 
adventure ;    so   those   imi>ortant   stations   which 
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they  occiipy  are,  with  those  the  best  qualified  to 
serve  their  country,  the  principal  motive  to  enter 
or  remain  in  the  Army.  To  retain  them  is,  in 
fact,  the  cheapest  mode  of  commanding  such 
talents  ;  for,  to  pursue  the  metaphor,  if  the  high 
prizes  were  distributed  among  all  of  the  tickets, 
there  would  be  but  few  adventurers ;  so,  if  the 
compensation  attached  to  the  general  officers 
were  distributed  proportionably  among  the  other 
officers,  the  inducement  which  the  Army  now 
holds  out  for  a  military  profession,  to  individuals 
of  suitable  character,  would  be  almosi  wholly 
lost.  If  the  generals  were  reduced  to  one  major 
and  two  brigadiers,  the  saving  would  not  exceed 
S14,432  annually,  which,  distributed  among  the 
officers  in  proportion  to  their  pay,  would  give  to 
a  lieutenant  but  .^25  59  additional  pay,  and  to  a 
captain  §30  87  annually,  a  sum  too  inconsider- 
able to  have  much  effect. 

I  will  proceed  next  to  make  a  few  remarks  on 
that  portion  of  the  organization  which  proposes 
to  reduce  the  rank  and  file,  without  a  correspond- 
ent reduction  of  the  battalions  and  regiments. 
By  a  reference  to  statement  A,  it  will  be  seen  that 
it  is  proposed  to  add  the  rifle  regiment  to  those 
of  the  infantry,  and  unite  the  ordnance  and  light 
and  heavy  artillery,  into  one  corps  of  artillery, 
which,  when  thus  blended,  to  form  nine  regiments 
of  infantry,  and  five  battalions  of  artillery,  from 
the  latter  of  which  the  corps  of  ordnance  is  to  be 
taken,  to  consist  of  one  colonel,  one  lieutenait  col- 
onel, two  majors,  seven  captains,  and  as  many 
lieutenants  as  the  President  may  judge  necessary. 
This  organization  will  require  all  the  officers  of 
the  line  of  the  present  Army  to  be  retained. 

No  position  connected  with  the  organization  of 
the  Peace  Establishment  is  susceptible  of  being 
more  rigidly  proved,  than  that  the  proportion  of 
its  officers  to  the  rank  and  file  ought  to  be  greater 
than  in  a  War  Establishment,  ft  results  imme- 
diately from  a  position,  the  truth  of  which  cannot 
be  fairly  doubted,  and  which  I  have  attempted  to 
illustrate  in  the  preliminary  remarks,  that  the 
leading  object  of  a  regular  army  in  time  of  peace 
ought  to  be,  to  enable  the  country  to  meet,  with 
honor  and  safety,  particularly  at  the  commence- 
ment of  war,  the  dangers  incident  to  that  state ; 
to  effect  this  object,  as  far  as  practicable,  the 
peace  organization  ought,  as  has  been  shown,  to  be 
such,  that,  in  passing  to  a  state  of  war,  there  should 
be  nothing  either  to  new-model  or  to  create ;  and 
that  the  difference  between  that  and  the  war  or- 
ganization ought  to  be  simply  in  the  greater  mag- 
nitude of  the  latter.  The  application  of  this  prin- 
ciple has  governed  in  that  portion  of  the  formation 
of  the  proposed  Military  Establishment  now  un- 
der consideration.  The  companies,  both  of  the 
artillery  and  infantry,  are  proposed  to  be  reduced 
to  their  minimum  peace  formation,  the  former  to 
consist  of  .sixty-four  privates  and  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  and  the  latter  of  thirty-seven, 
which  will  give  to  the  aggregate  of  both  corps, 
thus  formed,  six  thousand  three  hundred  and  six- 
teen non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and 
privates.  Without  adding  a  single  officer,  or  a 
single  company,  they  may  be  augmented,  should 


I  a  just  precaution,  growing  out  of  foreign  relations, 
I  render  it  necessary,  to  eleven  thousand  five  hun- 
dred fifty-eight ;  and,  pending  hostilities,  by  add- 
J  ing  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  officers,  the 
two  corps,  on  the  maximum  of  the  war  formation, 
■  may  be  raised  to  the  respectable  force  of  four 
thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-five  of  the  artil- 
lery, and  fourteen  thousand  four  hundred  and 
ninety  of  the  infantry,  making  in  the  aggregate 
nineteen  thousand  and  thirty-six  officers,  non- 
commissioned officers,  and  privates.  The  war 
organization,  thus  raised  on  the  basis  of  the  Peace 
Establishment,  will  bring  into  effective  operation 
the  whole  of  the  experience  and  skill  of  the  latter, 
which,  with  attention,  would,  in  a  .short  period, 
be  communicated  to  the  new  recruits,  and  the  offi- 
cet^  recently  appointed,  so  as  to  constitute  a  well 
disciplined  force.  Should  the  organization  of  full 
companies,  on  the  contrary,  be  adopted  for  the 
Peace  Establishment,  this  process  could  be  car- 
ried to  a  very  limited  extent.  Six  thousand  men 
so  organized  can  be  augmented  on  the  full  War 
Establishment  only  to  nine  thousand  one  hundred 
and  fifteen  by  doubling  the  battalions.  Any  ad- 
ditional force,  beyond  that,  must  be  obtained  by 
adding  new  regiments  and  battalions,  with  all  the 
disadvantages  of  inexperience  in  the  officers  and 
men,  without  the  means  of  immediate  instruction. 
This  was  the  fatal  error  at  the  commencement  of 
the  late  war,  which  cost  the  country  so  much 
treasure  and  blood.  The  Peace  Establishment 
which  preceded  it  was  very  imperfectly  organized 
and  did  not  admit  of  the  necessary  augmentation  ; 
nor  did  the  Government  avail  itself  of  even  its 
limited  capacity  in  that  respect.  The  forces 
raised  were  organized  into  new  corps,  in  which, 
consequently,  every  branch  of  military  duty  was 
to  be  learned  by  the  officers  as  well  as  men.  But, 
with  all  these  disadvantajges,  the  experience  and 
discipline  of  the  old  establishment  was  of  immense 
use,  and  has  not  been  duly  appreciated.  The  offi- 
cers belonging  to  it  gradually  diffused  their  mili- 
tary knowledge  through  the  Army,  and  contri- 
buted much  to  the  brilliant  results  of  the  campaign 
of  1814.  For  the  truth  of  this  assertion,  I  might 
with  confidence  appeal  to  those  officers  who  then 
acquired  so  much  glory  for  themselves  and  their 
country. 

Another  reason  remains  to  be  urged,  why,  in 
the  peace  eslablishment,  the  number  of  officers 
ought  to  be  great  compared  with  the  actual  force. 
At  the  commencement  of  war  an  adequate  num- 
ber of  experienced  officers  is  of  greater  importance 
than  that  of  disciplined  troops,  even  were  it  possi- 
ble to  have  the  latter  without  the  former;  for  it  is 
not  difficult  to  form  in  a  short  time  well  disci- 
plined troops  by  experienced  officers,  but  the  re- 
verse is  impossible.  The  qualifications  of  the 
officers  are  essentially  superior  to  those  of  the  .sol- 
diers, and  are  more  difficult  to  be  acquired.  The 
progress  of  military  science  has  not  added  much 
to  the  difficulty  of  performing  the  duty  of  the 
soldier,  or  of  training  him,  but  it  has  greatly  to 
that  of  the  officer.  No  Government  can,  in  the 
present  improved  state  of  military  science,  neglect 
with  impunity  to  instruct  a  sufficient  number  of 
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its  citizens  in  a  science  indispensable  to  its  inde- 
pendence and  safety,  and  to  perfect  which  instruc- 
tion, it  is  necessary  that  some  portion  of  them  (the 
number  to  be  regulated  by  the  resources  of  the 
country  and  its  relation  with  other  Governments) 
should  make  arms  their  profession. 

1  have  thus  presented  an  organization  which  I 
deem  the  most  effective,  and  which,  in  the  future 
exigencies  of  the  country,  may  be  of  ihe  utmost 
importance.  A  different  one,  requiring  for  the 
present  an  expenditure  something  less  than  that 
proposed,  might,  in  some  respects,  be  more  agreea- 
ble at  this  moment;  but,  believing  that  nothing 
in  our  situation  or  in  our  relation  with  other 
Powers,  however  pacific  at  this  time,  can  give  a 
certain  assurance  of  uninterrupted  peace,  a  state 
which  may  exist  in  the  imagination  of  the  poet, 
but  which  no  nation  has  yet  had  the  good  fortune 
to  enjoy,  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  present  that 
organization  which  will  most  effectually  protect 
the  country  against  the  calamities  and  dangers  of 
any  future  contest  in  which  it  may  be  our  misfor- 
tune to  be  involved. 

Economy  is  certainly  a  very  high  political  vir- 
tue, intimately  connected  with  the  power  and  the 
public  virtue  of  the  community.  In  military  op- 
erations, which,  under  the  best  management,  are 
so  extensive,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance ;  but, 
by  no  propriety  of  language  can  that  arrangement 
be  called  economical,  which,  in  order  that  our 
Military  Establishment  in  peace  should  be  rather 
less  expensive,  would,  regardless  of  the  purposes 
for  which  it  ought  to  be  maintained,  render  it  unfit 
to  meet  the  dangers  incident  to  a  state  of  war. 

With  a  single  observation,  which  was  omitted 
in  its  proper  place,  I  will  conclude  my  remarks. 
The  plan  proposed  for  the  reduction  of  the  Army 
gives  six  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixteen  non- 
commissioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates, 
instead  of  six  thousand,  the  number  fixed  in  the 
resolution.  It  was  found  difficult  to  form  an 
organization  on  proper  principles,  which  would 
give  that  precise  number,  and,  as  the  difference 
was  not  deemed  very  material,  I  have  ventured  to 
deviate  to  that  extent  from  the  terms  of  the  reso- 
lution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Hon.  JoH.N  W.  Taylor, 

Speaker  of  the  Hoitse  of  Heprefentativeit. 


the  estimates  of  the  expense  in  completing  the 
several  works ;  the  number  of  troops  necessary  to 
garrison  them  in  peace  and  in  war;  the  progres^ 
made  in  erecting  the  fortifications ;  the  advantages 
resulting  from  the  system  when  completed,  par- 
ticularly in  reducing  the  expense  of  defending  the 
Atlantic  frontier,"  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a 
report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers,  marked  A,  and 
a  report  of  the  Engineer  Department,  marked  B, 
which  give  the  information  required  by  the  reso- 
lution. 

It  may  be  proper  to  observe  that  the  projected 
fortifications  have  been  distributed  into  three 
classes,  according  to  their  relative  importance, 
and  that  it  is  determined  to  erect  those  of  the  first 
clas.s,  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  second 
and  third  classes,  with  the  exception  of  the  work> 
at  Mobile  Point  and  Uauphin  Island.  These 
works  were  commenced  in  preference  to  those 
projected  at  Bayou  Bien venue,  and  Fort  St.  Philip; 
for,  although  the  latter  are  placed  in  the  first  class, 
it  was  not  liowever  deemed  proper  to  commence 
with  them,  as  they  were  much  less  extensive  than 
the  two  former,  and  could  b<?  completed  in  a  short 
time,  should  the  state  of  our  relations  with  other 
Powers  render  it  necessary. 

The  contractors  for  the  works  at  the  Rigolets 
were,  by  the  arrangements  with  them,  to  have 
erected  those  contemplated  at  Chef  Menteur,  but 
so  many  impediments  have  been  encountered^  that 
it  has  been  necessary  for  them  to  confine  their  op- 
erations wholly  to  the  former. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Hon.  John  W.  Taylor, 

Sjtcnker  of  the  Houfe  of  Rejrrfsent/itivrf. 


REPORT  ON  FORTIFICATIONS. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  February  15,  1821.] 
Department  of  War, 
i  February  12,  1821. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  9th  instant,  direct- 
ing "that  the  Secretary  of  War  report  to  that 
House  the  progress  which  has  been  made  by  the 
Board  of  Engineers,  in  determining  the  sites  and 

flans  of  fortifications  of  the  coast  of  the  United 
Uates ;  the  sites  which  may  have  been  selected ; 


City  of  Wa.suinoton, 

Febntaryl,  1821. 

Sir  :  The  following  summary  of  the  operations 
of  the  Board  of  Engineers,  called  for  by  your 
order,  is  respectfully  submitted  : 

The  commission  cliarged  with  reconnoilering 
the  frontiers  of  the  United  States  has  completed 
the  three  most  important  sections  of  the  maritime 
boundaries,  viz:  The  coast  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
the  coast  between  Cape  Hatteras  and  Cape  Cod, 
and  the  coast  between  Cape  Cod  and  the  River 
St.  Croix.  The  coast  between  Cape  Hatteras  and 
Cape  Fear  has  likewise  been  surveyed ;  and  the 
only  section  which  remains  to  be  examined,  to 
complete  the  reconnoissance  of  the  coa.st,  is  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia. 

The  reports  presented  in  1818,  1819,  1820,  and 
1821,  to  the  Hon.  Secretaries  of  the  War  and 
Navy  Departments,  were  accompanied  by  every 
necessary  plan,  table,  &c.,  and  embrace  every 
naval  and  military  consideration,  both  as  to  the 
attack,  and  as  to  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  as  to 
fixing  the  sites  for  the  great  naval  depots,  and  as 
to  protecting,  by  the  general  system  of  defence, 
the  general  system  of  internal  navigation.  We 
must  refer  to  the  details  of  these  reports  to  show 
the  importance  of  establishing  a  complete  system 
for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers,  and  the  neces- 
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sity  of  building  this  system  upon  principles  har- 
monizing with  the  modern  system  of  warfare.  It 
will  be  seen  that  most  of  the  existing  forts  only 
defend  single  points,  and  satisfy  only  a  few  essen- 
tial conditions;  and  that  they  have  not  been 
planned  with  a  view  to  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers, considered  as  one  great  and  combined  sys- 
tem, whose  several  parts  should  be  connected  and 
should  mutually  support  each  other.  The  navy 
yards  (excepting  that  of  Charlestown  near  Boston) 
have  all  been  improperly  placed  ;  the  conveni- 
ences for  the  erection  of  the  necessary  establish- 
ments having  alone  been  taken  into  consideration, 
while  all  other  requisites  for  points  so  important, 
such  as  -security  against  attack  by  sea  or  land, 
facility  of  receiving  all  kinds  of  building  materials 
in  time  of  war  as  well  as  in  time  of  peace,  vicinity 
to  a  place  of  rendezvous,  have  been  overlooked. 

A  defensive  system  for  the  frontiers  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  is  therefore  yet  to  be  created  ;  its  bases 
are,  first,  a  navy;  second,  fortifications;  third,  in- 
terior communication  by  land  and  water;  and, 
fourth,  a  regular  army  and  well  organized  militia ; 
these  means  must  all  be  combined  so  as  to  form  a 
complete  system. 

The  navy  must,  in  the  first  place,  be  provided 
with  proper  establishments  for  construction  and 
repair,  harbors  of  rendezvou.s,  stations,  and  ports 
of  refuge.  It  is  only  by  taking  into  view  the  gene- 
ral character,  as  well  as  the  details,  of  the  whole 
frontier,  that  we  can  fix  on  the  most  advantageous 
points  for  receiving  thoe  naval  depots,  harbors  of 
rendezvous,  stations,  and  ports  of  refuge. 

On  these  considerations,  Burwell's  bay,  in  James 
river,  and  Charlestown.  near  Boston,  have  been 
especially  recommended  by  the  commission,  as 
the  most  proper  sites  for  the  great  naval  arN«  nals 
of  the  South  and  of  the  North.  Hampton  Roads 
and  Boston  Roads  as  the  chief  rendezvous,  and 
Narraganset  l>ay  as  an  indispensable  accessary  to 
Boston  Roads.     (See  reports  of  1819  and  1820.) 

It  is  also  from  an  attentive  consideration  of  the 
whole  maritime  frontier,  of  the  interior,  and  of  the 
coastwise  navigation,  that  Mobile  bay  on  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  St.  Mary's  in  the  Chesapeake,  the 
Delaware,  New  York  bay,  Buzzard's  bay.  New 
London,  Marblehead,  Portsmouth,  Portland,  the 
mouths  of  the  Kennebeck  and  Penobscot,  and 
Mount  Desert  bay,  have  been  fixed  upon  as  sta- 
tions and  ports  of  refuge,  as  necessary  and  essen- 
tial to  our  merchant  vessels  as  to  our  navy. 

Smithville  and  Beaufort,  North  Carolina;  An- 
napolis and  Baltimore,  Maryland  ;  New  Haven. 
Connecticut ;  Salem,  in  Massachusetts  ;  and  Wis- 
casset,  in  Maine,  have  likewise  been  examined 
with  attention,  with  a  view  to  secure  them  from 
attack  by  sea  or  land.  (See  reports  of  1819,  1820, 
and  1821.) 

St.  Manr's  river  and  Savannah,  in  Georgia; 
Beaufort,  Charleston,  and  Georgetown,  in  South 
Carolina,  will  be  examined  and  surveyed  in  the 
course  of  this  year. 

After  determining  the  general  and  connected 
system  of  naval  depots,  harbors  of  rendezvous, 
stations,  and  ports  of  refuge,  the  commission,  in 
the  next  place,  traced  the  scheme  of  fortifications 


necessary  to  protect  this  system,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  guard  the  whole  frontier  against  invasion. 
The  forts  projected  by  the  commission  for  this 
purpose  satisfy  one  or  more  of  the  following  con- 
ditions: 

1.  To  close  important  harbors  to  an  enemy  and 
secure  them  to  the  navy  of  the  country. 

2.  To  deprive  an  enemy  of  strong  position.s, 
where,  protected  by  his  naval  superiority,  he  might 
fix  permanent  quarters  in  our  territory,  maintain 
himself  during  the  war,  and  keep  the  whole  fron- 
tier in  perpetual  alarm. 

3.  To  cover  our  great  cities  against  attack. 

4.  To  prevent  as  much  as  possible  the  great 
avenues  of  interior  navigation  from  being  block- 
aded by  a  naval  force  at  their  entrance  into  the 
ocean. 

5.  To  cover  the  coastwise  and  interior  naviga- 
tion, and  to  give  t(f  our  navy  the  means  necessary 
for  protecting  this  navigation. 

6.  To  cover  the  great  naval  establishments. 

A  rapid  review  of  the  works  which  have  been 
prmected  by  the  commission,  will  exhibit,  with 
sufficient  distinctness,  the  advantages  which  must 
result  from  their  construction. 

In  Louisiana,  the  forts  projected  at  the  Turn  of 
Plaquemines,  at  the  Bayou  Bienvenue,  at  the  Chef 
Menteur,  at  the  Rigolets,  form  altogether  a  system 
of  defence,  not  only  covering  New  Orleans,  but 
preventing  an  enemy  from  taking  and  holding  his 
nositioii  at  the  northern  point  of  the  Delta  of  the 
Mississippi,  where,  presentinsf  a  small  front,  easily 
fortified  in  a  few  days,  and  impossible  to  turn,  he 
might  defy  all  the  forces  of  the  West.  Supposing 
even  that  he  were  expelled  from  it,  he  might,  in 
his  retreat,  pillage  and  burn  all  the  habitations, 
and  carry  ofl  the  slaves  from  both  sides  of  the  river 
for  a  length  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles.  This 
whole  projected  system  of  works  will  cost  a  little 
more  than  81,000,000;  a  sum  small  indeed  to 
avert  such  calamities,  and  which  bears  no  sort  of 
proportion  to  the  effects  which  it  will  produce. 
The  fortifications  projected  at  the  mouth  of  Mo- 
bile bay,  prevent  as  far  a»  practicable  its  blockade, 
secure  the  communication  of  the  Tombigbee  and 
Alabama  with  the  ocean,  as  well  as  that  which 
is  proposed  to  connect  these  rivers  with  the  Ten- 
nessee;  protect  also  the  communication  between 
Mobile  bay  and  Lake  Pontchartrain  by  the  inte- 
rior chaniiel,  lying  between  the  main  and  the 
chain  of  islands  bounded  by  Cat  island  to  the 
west,  and  Dauphin  island  to  the  east,  and  deprive 
an  enemy  of  a  station  whence  he  might  act  either 
against  New  Orleans,  or  the  establishments  which 
the  United  States  may  form  hereafter  in  Pcnsa- 
cola.  At  present,  Fort  Boyer,  at  Mobile  Point, 
which  could  not  hold  out  three  days  against  a 
regular  attack,  and  Fort  St.  Philip,  which  is  much 
too  small  and  weak  to  defend  the  Mississippi,  are 
the  only  protection  to  Louisiana. 

The  forts  which  will  be  projected  at  St.  Mary's 
river  and  Savannah,  in  Georgia ;  Beaufort,  Charles- 
ton,and  Georgetown,  in  South  Carolina,  will  have 
for  object  to  secure  the  communication  between 
the  sea  and  the  interior,  to  prevent  the  blockade 
of  the  rivers  and  harbors  of  these  States,  to  secure 
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naval  stations,  necessary  in  guarding  the  coasting 
trade,  and  to  cover  the  great  commercial  cities 
against  attack  by  land  or  sea.  „  ^  »,  u 
The  forts  of  Smithville  and  Beaufort,  North 
Carolina,  will  have  for  object  to  close  the^i^ply 


whatever  over  an  attack  by  land,  and  cannot  even 
secure  the  city  and  harbor  from  bombardment. 

In  the  Delaware,  the  fort  on  the  Pea  Patch 
Island,  and  the  one  on  the  Delaware  shore  opposite, 
defend  the  water  passage  as  far  below  Philadelphia 


nrlarer  will  be  opened  between  the  Chesapeake  i  they  ...v,-.^  .^  .. --  . 

and  Cap^  Fear  reiver,  and  which,  by  means  of  i  defensible  positions  where  nart  may  delay  an  en- 
c^als  ^lU^cure  in' time  of  wai  the  arrival  of  j  emy,  while  part  hie  upon  liisHanlc,  or  cross  the 
n^val  a^p  ovisionnements  at  the  maritime  depot  j  river  in  his  rear,  and  cut  h.m  off  from  his  fleet.  At 
of  BurweirJ  bLv,  while  in  time  of  peace  it  w.ll  present.  Fort  M.fflm.  seven  miles  below  the  city, 
^vetoThe  commerce  of  the  countryHn  general,  is  the  only  obstacle  an  enemy  would  encounter: 
fnd  of  NorthT'rohna  in  particular!  grea'l  facil.:  |  he  m.ght,  therefore,  land  very^nearthec.ty,  and 
ties 


entrance  ol   Hampton  Koaus,  nave  lor  oojtci  lu  , -p^-^-  "■"•  —  ^ f  ui  . 

close  this  road  against  an  enemy,  and  to  secure  it ;  canal  be,  as  in  all  probability 

to  the  United  States ;  to  secure  the  interior  navi-    north  of  the  Pea  I  atch. 

.ration   between   the   Chesapeake  and   the   more        The  projected  works  on  the  waters  of  the  Hud- 


Jo  cover  the  public-docks,  &c.  at  Norfolk,  and  those  :  as  much  as  possible,  the  blockade  of  that  immense 
which  may  be  establijhed  in  James  river;  and  to    river,  which  will  soon  have  added  to  the  wealth 
prevent  an  enemy  from  making  a  permanent  es 
tablishment  at  Norfolk 


of  its  own  shores  the  productions  of  the  boundless 
regions  on  the  northern  and  western  lakes;  and  to 
While  on  this  subject  we  will  observe,  that  an  1  cover  the  interior  navigation  which  is  projected  to 
enemy  might  land  in  Lynnhaven  Bay,  and,  m  one  connect  the  waters  of  the  Delaware  ^'^h  those  of 
day's  mar?h,  reach  the  narrow  position  which  lies  !  the  bay  of  New  York,  by  a  canal  from  the  Rariton. 
to  the  east  of  Suffolk:  bounded  on  one  side,  by  i  The  forts  projected  at  the  Narrows,  and  at  the  pass 
the  Dismal  Swamp,  and,  on  the  other,  by  Bennett's  ot  Throgg's  Neck  on  the  East  river,  while  they 
creek,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Nansemond,  this  po-  defend  the  entrances  into  the  bay  force  the  enemy 
sitioa  cannot  be  turned,  and  may  easily  be  fortified,  to  land  in  the  J^ound  at  a  great  distance  from  the 
An  enemy  might  there  defy  all  the  forces  of  Vir-  city,  and  place  Brooklyn  Heiffht  at  the  bottom  of 
ginia  and  Norrh  Carolina.  Secure  of  a  retreat  a«  i  an  interior  curve  of  the  frontier  of  which  these 
Fong  as  his  fleet  occupied  Hampton  Road,  he  would  I  works  occupy  the  extremities,  m  rear  of  an  enemy 
compel  the  United  Slates  to  make  the  greatest  moving  upon  Brooklyn,  and  afford  time,  by  their 
possible  sacrifices,  both  in  men  and  money,  before  resistance,  for  the  militia  to  assemble  and  march 
he  could  be  driven  out.  But,  if  Hampton  Road  to  the  relief  ot  the  city  ;  thus  greatly  diminishing 
IS  fortified,  he  will  only  be  able  to  anchor  in  the  the  chances  of  success  to  the  <'nterpris<'^  fhe  ex- 
open  road  of  Lynnhaven  Bay  :  his  march  thence  pense  of  these  works  will  be  about  81,800,000. 
upon  Suffolk  may  be  turned  by  our  forces  crossing  I  _  As  to  the  torts  projected  for  the  Last  Bank  and 
at  Hampton  Road,  and  he  will,  therefore,  find  it 
impossible  to  take  permanent  quarters  in  the  coun 


try.  The  expense  at  which  these  results  will  be 
obtained,  is  81,800,000;  a  trifling  sum  if  compared 
with  the  magnitude  of  the  advantages  which  will 
be  procured,  and  the  evils  which  will  be  averted. 

At  Baltimore  the  forts  projected  at  Hawkins' 
Point,  and  on  the  shoal  of  Soeller's  Point,  cover 
the  harbor ;  and  the  last  mentioned  work  will 
force  an  enemy  to  land,  if  he  intends  attacking 
the  town,  at  4  greater  distance  from  it.  and  will 
thus  prevent  him  from  turning  the  defensive  posi- 
tion which  our  forces  might  take  against  him. 
The  batteries  of  St.  Mary's  secure  a  good  station 
to  the  vessels  of  w^ar  charged  with  guarding  the 
Chesapeake;  protect  an  auchorage  accessible  by 
vessels  of  the  largest  class;  and,  as  do  also  the 
batteries  at  Annapolis,  offer  a  safe  asylum  to  mer- 
chant vessels  which  might  find  it  impossible  to 
reach  Baltimore.     St.  Mary's  is  not  at  all  defended. 


Middle  Ground,  they  will  complete  the  defence  of 
the  city,  by  depriving  an  enemy  of  the  place  in 
Gravesend  Bay,  the  only  spot  on  the  south  shore 
of  Long  Island  where  he  can  safely  land  to  march 
on  Brooklyn.  They  will  also  deprive  hira  of  the 
possibility  ofestablishing  himself  on  Staten  Island; 
and  thus  reduce  the  points  of  attack  to  one  in  the 
Sound.  Besides  thus  strengthening  the  defences 
of  the  city,  they  will  prevent  an  enemy  from  an- 
choring in  the  outer  harbor  to  blockade  the  Hud- 
son, alarm  the  country,  and  intercept  the  interior 
communication  by  the  Rariton. 

The  harbor  of  New  York,  in  its  present  state,  is 
scarcely  at  all  defended  against  a  sea  attack,  and 
the  city  is  not  at  all  defended  against  an  attack  by 
land.  An  invading  enemy  might  reach  the  city 
within  two  or  three  days,  either  by  the  Sound  or 
harbor,  and,  after  accomplishing  his  object  would 
find  his  retreat  secure. 

The  batteries  projected  for  New  Haven  protect 
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and  Fort  McHenry  at  Baltimore  has  no  influence  I  that  city  against  depredations,  and  secure  a  port 


of  refuge  in  the  Sound  to  merchant  vessels  escaping 
from  privateers.  The  existing  batteries  are  too 
small  to  offer  any  resistance. 

The  forts  at  New  London  will  secure  to  the 
largest  vessels  safe  and  excellent  anchorage  at  all 
seasons:  as  the  Thames  never  freezes,  they  pro- 
tect a  good  station,  whence  our  navy  can,  at  all 
times,  keep  good  watch  over  the  coasting  merchant 
vessels,  and,  especially,  over  the  navigation  of 
Long  Island  Sound. 

The  projected  defences  on  Narraganset  Bay  will 
deprive  an  enemy  of  the  possibility  of  occupying 
that  excellent  roadstead,  and  secure  it  to  the  Uni- 
ted States.  The  possession  o(  this  bay  will  be  to 
us  of  inestimable  advantage.  It  is  the  only  one 
on  the  coast  which  vessels  can  enter  with  a  N.  W. 
wind,  and,  as  the  same  winds  serve  for  entering 
both  New  York  and  Boston  harbors,  (N.  N.  W. 
to  S.  S.  W.  round  by  the  east)  while  Narraganset 
Bay  is  accessible  with  all  winds,  from  nTw.  to 
E.  round  by  the  W. ;  it  follows,  that,  on  this 
part  of  the  coast,  vessels  may  be  certain  of  making 
a  harbor  with  every  wind  of  the  compass,  except 
the  four  points  from  N.  W.  to  N.  N.  W.  Narra- 
ganset Bay  and  Hampton  Roads  are  also  the  only 
harbors  from  Cape  Hatteras  to  Cape  Cod,  which 
are  proper  for  naval  rendezvous.  This  bay  is  be- 
sides a  most  important  station  for  protecting  the 
transit  of  vessels  from  the  Vineyard  into  Long 
Island  Sound. 

If  Narraganset  Bay  was  left  in  its  existing  state, 
as  to  defence,  an  enemy  would  seize  it  without  dif- 
ficulty, and,  bv  the  aid  of  his  naval  supremacy, 
form  an  establishment  in  Rhode  Island  for  the 
war.  For  this  purpose  it  would  be  suflficient  for 
him  to  occupy  the  position  of  Tiverton  heights, 
opposite  Howland's  Ferry,  which  is  of  narrow 
front,  easy  to  secure,  and  impossible  to  turn.  He 
might  then  defy  all  the  forces  of  the  Eastern  States  ; 
drive  the  United  States  to  vast  expense  of  blood 
and  treasure  ;  and  while  his  troops  would  thus  put 
in  alarm  and  motion  all  the  population  of  the 
East,  feigned  expeditions  against  New  York,  by 
Long  Island  Sound,  would  equally  alarm  that 
State  and  the  neighboring  ones  ;  and,  if  he  merely 
contented  himself  with  menacing  the  coast,  it  is 
difficult  to  calculate  the  expenses  into  which  he 
would  drive  the  Government.  The  advantages 
which  the  United  States  will  derive  from  the  oc- 
cupation of  this  bay,  and  those  of  which  this  oc- 
cupation will  deprive  an  enemy,  seem  to  us  of  in- 
finitely more  importance  than  the  sum  of  81, 600,000, 
which  will  be  required  to  close  and  fortify  it  com- 
pletely. 

The  forts  projected  to  cover  Boston  will  have 
for  object  to  defend  the  channel  at  its  junction 
with  the  ocean,  to  cover  Nantasket  road  against 
an  attack  by  sea,  to  render  any  attempt  against 
the  naval  depot  and  arsenal  at  Charlestown  and 
the  city  of  Boston  impracticable,  and  to  secure  and 
facilitate  the  sailing  out  and  in  of  the  fleets  of  the 
United  States. 

The  works  projected  for  Plymouth,  Province- 
town,  and  Marblehead,  will  deprive  an  enemy  who 
might  attempt  to  blockade  Boston  of  important  an- 
chorages ;  and,   whilst   the  occupation   of  these 
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points  will  render  a  blockade  of  that  port  almost 
impossible,  it  will  secure,  at  the  same  time,  a  re- 
fuge to  our  own  vessels  which  may  be  prevented 
hy  contrarv  winds  from  entering  Boston  harbor. 
These  works  will  also  deprive  an  enemy  of  land- 
ing points  whence  he  might  march  upon  Boston 
and  Charlestown,  and  thus  secure  these  important 
positions  against  an  attack  by  land. 

The  works  projected  at  Salem  protect  that  city 
and  its  commerce  from  the  depredation  of  a  hos- 
tile naval  force,  and  deprive  the  land  forces  of  aa 
enemy  of  a  landing  place  whence  the  whole  coun- 
try might  be  alarmed,  and  the  naval  depot  of 
Charlestown  be  menaced. 

The  forts  projected  at  Portsmouth  and  Port- 
land secure  to  the  Union  these  ports,  important 
both  to  the  commercial  and  naval  interests  of  the 
country ;  they  protect  the  sailing  in  and  out  of  the 
ships  destined  to  guard  the  coasting  trade.  The 
defence  of  these  harbors  by  proper  forts  will  ena- 
ble the  Grovernment  to  form,  under  their  cover, 
victualling  and  repairing  establishments,  and  thus 
convert  these  harbors  into  ports  of  refuge  for  the 
navy. 

The  works  projected  at  the  mouths  of  the  Ken- 
nebeck,  Sheepscut,  and  Penobscot,  will  secure  the 
entranceof  these  rivers,  protect  the  navy  stationed 
on  the  coast  to  guard  the  coasting  trade,  and  afford 
asylums  to  our  privateers  and  merchant  vessels 
when  chased,  and  safe  points  whence  the  priva- 
teers can  keep  watch  upon,  and  act  against,  the 
commerce  of  an  enemy. 

The  forts  to  be  erected  for  the  defence  of  Mount 
Desert  Bay  will  deprive  an  enemy  of  an  important 
station  whence  he  might  menace  and  paralyze  all 
the  navigation  of  the  coast  of  the  State  of  Maine, 
and  by  which  he  would  shorten  the  line  of  his  op- 
erations against  that  of  the  coasts  of  New  Hamp- 
shire and  Massachusetts.  These  forts  will  secure 
to  the  United  States  a  position  from  which  will 
result  the  following  advantages : 

1st.  A  nearer  and  better  point  of  departure  for 
operations,  in  time  of  war,  against  the  British  es- 
tablishments in  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Sco- 
tia, and  a^inst  the  commerce  of  those  provinces. 

2d.  This  position  will  protect,  as  far  as  the  local 
circumstances  of  the  country  will  allow  it,  the 
Eastern  extremity  of  the  maritime  frontiers  of  the 
Union,  being  that  nearest  the  possessions  of  an- 
other Power. 

3d.  It  will  secure  a  port  of  refuge  for  our  Navy 
and  privateers  in  the  vicinity  of  a  much  frequented 
cruising  ground. 

From  this  rapid  sketch  we  may  deduce  the  ur- 
gent reasons,  and  the  almost  absolute  necessity, 
tor  fortifying  each  of  the  points  designated.  But 
we  refer  to  the  reports  of  the  commission  in  1818, 
1819,  1820,  and  1821,  for  ampler  information,  as 
well  as  to  give  exact  ideas  of  the  manner  in  which 
these  several  points  depend  upon  and  support  each 
other ;  of  their  mutual  relations  ;  and,  in  short,  of 
all  the  naval  and  military  properties  of  the  fron- 
tier, both  defensively  and  offensively  considered. 

To  give,  however,  an  idea  of  the  chain  of  rea- 
soning by  which  the  commission  directed  its  re- 
searches, and  which  governed  its  plans,  we  shall 
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select  one  of  the  plainest  cases  of  all  those  which 
came  under  its  consideration.  We  will  trace  for 
this  purpose  the  attack  and  defence  of  one  of  qur 
cities  in  its  actual  state  of  defence,  and  then  on  the 
supposition  that  ihe  works  projected  by  the  com- 
mission have  been  executed.     It  matters  not  where 


are  at  liberty  to  do,  will  depend  upon  whether  or 
not  the  enemy  divides  his  forces.  These  corps 
will  have  improved  every  natural  advantage  be- 
forehand, by  the  addition  of  field  works,  and  they 
will  now  defend  them  vigorously.  Every  disposi- 
tion they  make  for  defence,  whether  feigned  or 


our  choice  falls,  for  unhappily  all  our  cities  are  !  real,  will  oblige  corresponding  arrangements  for 
in  the  like  predicament  of  total  insecurity  ;  and,  attack,  and  thus,  though  too  inferior  to  resist  long 
as  to  the  projected  works,  we  believe  they  will  i  at  any  one  point,  their  repeated  efforts  produce 
place  everv  important  point  of  our  frontier  et|ually  that  delay  which  is  finally  to  defeat  the  enemy  s 
above  every  species  of  attack,  whether  by  surprise 
or  by  force.     We  shall  select  Philadelphia,  be- 


cause its  attack  in  neither  case  involves  any  com- 
plication in  the  movements  for  defence.  We  sup- 
pose an  enemy  to  have  arrived  at  Fort  Mifflin, 
within  a  very  few  hours  of  the  annunciation  of 
his  appearance  off  the  capes.  His  attack  will  be 
instantly  made  by  one  or  other  of  these  methods  : 
1st.  He  will  transfer  the  troops  to  the  row  boats 
of  the  squadron,  and  pass  them  by  the  forts,  hug- 
ging the  Jersey  shore,  while  the  fire  of  the  forts  is 
engaged  by  an  attack  of  his  numerous  heavy 
ships  and  bomb  vessels ;  land  just  below  the  citv  ; 
seize  and  destroy  the  Schuylkill  bridges,  and  take 
position  north  of  the  city,  where  he  can  only  be 
assailed  in  front.  His  retreat  will  be  conducted 
like  his  advance. 

2d.  He  may  land  upon  the  Pennsylvania  ^hore, 
and,  by  a  rapid  march,  seize  the  Schuylkill 
bridges. 

3d.  He  may  land  in  Jersey,  and  cannonade  the 
city  from  Camden;  covering  his  incendiary  batte- 
ries with  his  troops. 

4th.  He  may  assault  the  forts  in  the  nr^t  place, 
(and  he  would  hardly  fail  of  capturing  them,)  and 
there  will  remain  no  further  impediment  to  his 
advance  upon  the  city,  and  nothing  to  interrupt 
his  retreat  from  it.  Arriving  suddenly  from  the 
ocean,  as  he  may,  with  an  army  of  20,00()  men,  an 
able  enemy  must  succeed  by  either  of  these  meth- 
ods, and  perhaps  by  others  more  complicated,  and 
his  retreat  can  be  effected  too  before  a  sufficient 
force  can  come  in  to  jeopardize  his  forces.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  an  enemy  has  so  many 
points  of  attack  amongst  which  to  choose  on  the 
instant,  thaijDur  forces,  divided  upon  them  all,  can 
offer  but  a  slight  resistance  at  the  particular  point 
he  may  prefier. 


design.  Considering  the  rapidity  with  which,  by 
their  command  of  the  river,  they  can  send  detach- 
ments to  strike  at  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  columns ; 
considering  that  they  have  constructed  works  of 
strength  upon  positions  naturally  strong  ;  that  they 
have  destroyed  the  bridges  and  obstructed  the 
roads  ;  considering  their  superiority  over  the  ene- 
my in  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  country,  and 
that  their  forces  are  hourly  augmenting ;  we  can- 
not doubt  that  the  march  which  would,  wilho«t 
resistance,  have  consumed  four  days,  will  be  ex- 
tended to  six.  The  enemy,  arrived  at  last  before 
the  city,  will  find  all  means  of  communicating 
with  it  destroyed  or  removed,  and  if  it  be  not  even 
now  too  late,  must  instantly  begin  his  retreat. 
For,  should  he  attempt  the  cannonade  with  incen- 
diary batteries,  they  can  hardly  begin  to  produce 
effect  before  he  will  be  surrounded  by  greatly  out- 
numbered forces.  The  tables  give  a  concentra- 
tion at  Philadelphia,  in  six  days,  of  83,991  militia. 
(See  report  of  1820.) 

From  the  general  exposition  which  we  have 
given,  it  will  Ik;  seen  that  all  fortifications  pro- 
jected by  the  board  are  not  of  the  same  pressing 
necessity,  nor  of  like  importance;  that  some  are 
required  immediately,  and  that  thi'  commence- 
ment of  others  may  be  delayed.  In  classing  them 
we  shall  observe,  that  the  works  of  the  most  urgent 
necessity  are  tho.se  which  are  destiii»d  to  prevent 
an  enemy,  in  time  of  war,  from  forming  a  per- 
manent establishment,  or  even  a  momentary  one, 
on  the  soil  of  the  Union  ;  those  whieli  defend  our 
great  naval  arsenals  ;  and  those  which  protect  our 
chief  commercial  cities. 

In  the  second  grade  we  will  plact-  those  which 
defend  stations  lor  our  navy,  and  commercial 
cities  of  secondary  importance,  which,  either  from 
natural  or  artificial  defences,  existing  works,  dec, 


We  will  now  suppose  the  lower  defences  com-    are  nut  entirely  without  protection,  and  can  wait 
pleted,  and  an  enemy   suddenly   arrived   before  j  until   the  chief  and  more  important  points  are 
them.     The  numerous  and  well-covered  artillery  I  secured,  at  least  against  a  first  attcak. 
possessed  by  these  works,  and  covering  the  ob- 1      Finally,  in  the  third  class,  we  will  range  the 
structions  which  it  is  proposed  to  fix  in  the  chan-    works  which  will  complete  the  drhnsive  system 


nel  during  a  war,  must  render  hopeless  every  at- 
tempt to  force  the  water  passage  to  Philadelphia, 


in  all  its  parts,  but  whose  construction  may,  with- 
out imminent  danger,  be  deferred  until  the  fron- 


and  leave  him  only  the  chance  of  reaching  the  !  tier  has  received  all  the  successive  degrees  of 
city  by  land.  His  march  will  be  either  through  |  strength  which  the  gradual  erection  of  the  forts 
Delaware  or  Jersey,  or,  by  dividing  his  forces, '  of  the  first  and  second  class  will  give  to  it. 


along  both  shores  of  the  river.  The  defence  must 
be  nearly  the  same  in  all  these  cases:  two  corps, 
one  in  Delaware  and  one  in  Jersey,  each  of  about 
2,000  men,  will  be  prepared  to  meet  hi>  advance, 
under  cover  of  the  first  natural  obstacles.  Whether 
these  corps  continue  to  act  on  different  sides  of  the 
river,  or  unite,  which,  having  the  navigation  of 
the  river  secured  to  them  by  the  forts  below,  they 


The  table  A,  joined  to  this  report,  has  been 
drawn  up  on  this  principle,  and  shows : 

1st.  That  the  works  to  be  erected  during  the 
first  period,  will  cost  S8,010,054  ;  will  require  two 
thousand  five  hundred  and  forty  men  at  most  to 
garrison  them  in  time  of  peace,  and  twenty  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  five  in  case  of  siege. 

2d.  That  the  works  of  the  second  class  will  cost 
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S4, 711,030;  will  require  one  thousand  three  hun- 
dred men  at  most  to  garrison  them  in  peace,  and  eight 
thousand  six  hundred  and  fifteen  in  case  of  siege. 

3d.  That  the  expense  of  the  works  belonging  to 
the  third  class  will  amount  to  .§5,073,970;  their 
garrisons,  in  time  of  peace,  to  one  thousand  one 
hundred  and  twenty  men,  and,  in  case  of  a  siege, 
to  nine  thousand  and  forty  two  men. 

4th.  That  the  total  expense  of  completely  for- 
tifying the  maritime  frontier,  will  amount  to 
^17,795,055;  the  troops  necessary  to  guard  these 
fortifications  in  peace,  to  four  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  ninety  men  at  most,  and  thirty-seven 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  six-two  men  in  time 
of  war ;  supposing  them,  which  is  beyond  all  pro- 
bability, all  besieged  at  once. 

The  time  required  to  construct  these  works  must 
depend  entirely  upon  the  annual  appropriations 
which  the  nation  may  grant  to  this  branch  of  the 
public  .service.  All  that  can  be  said  upon  this 
subject  is,  that,  in  an  undertaking  of  such  vital 
importance  to  the  safety,  prosperity,  and  greatness, 
of  the  Union,  there  should  not  be  an  instant's  re- 
laxation of  effort  and  perseverance.  A  work  of 
such  magnitude  must,  with  every  possible  effort, 
be  the  work  of  years;  but  each  year,  with  limited 
means,  will  produce  its  fruit,  and  the  final  result 
is  to  endure  for  ages.  However  long  it  may  be 
before  sensible  effects  are  produced  the  result  will 
be  certain  ;  and,  should  no  danger  threaten  the  Re- 
public in  our  own  days,  future  generations  may 
owe  the  preservation  of  their  country  to  the  pre- 
caution of  their  forefathers.  France  was  at  least 
fifty  years  in  completing  her  maritime  and  interior 
defences  ;  but  France,  on  more  than  one  occasion 
since  the  reign  of  Louis  XIV.  has  been  saved  by 
the  fortifications  erected  by  his  power,  and  by  the 
genius  of  Vauban.  However  slow  the  progress 
of  this  system  may  be,  from  the  necessity  of  a 
sparing  application  of  the  public  funds  to  tliis  pur- 
poscy  it  is  essential  to  disburse  something  in  this 
way  each  year,  so  as  to  give  to  the  frontier  an  an- 
nual increase  of  strength.  We  must,  therefore, 
insistupon  the  ad  vantage  of  dividing  the  construc- 
tion of  works  into  several  periods,  according  to 
their  more  or  less  immediate  urgency,  and  of  be- 
ginning them,  successively  in  that  order.  By  these 
means  satisfactory  results  as  to  the  augmentation 
of  the  strength  of  the  frontier  will  be  obtained  as 
early  as  possible,  whilst,  if  we  were  to  begin  them 
all  at  once,  we  should  be  a  great  while  without 
defence  upon  any  one  point. 

We  shall  now  enter  into  the  question  of  the  ex- 
pense of  erecting  these  forts,  and  garrisoning  them 
for  war,  and  compare  it  with  the  expense  of  de- 
fending the  coast  in  its  proper  state.  To  render 
this  question  as  clear  as  possible,  we  shall  only 
examine  it  with  respect  to  New  Orleans,  Nor- 
folk, Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and 
Narraganset  bay. 

Supposing  that  an  enemy  had  concentrated 
about  twenty  thousand  men  at  Halifax  or  Ber- 
muda ;  the  United  States  must,  on  hearing  of  this 
force,  at  once  prepare  to  receive  them  at  all  the 
points  mentioned  above.  As  it  will  be  impossible 
to  foresee  on  which  of  these  points  the  first  blow  ' 


'  will  be  struck,  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  troops 
encamped  at  each  of  them,  and,  to  meet  an  attack 
with  a  force  at  least  numerically  equal  to  thatof  the 
assailant,  the  force  kept  constantly  under  arras  in 
I  these  camps  must  be  at  least  equal  to  one  half  of 
the  hostile  expedition,  whilst  as  many  more  must 
be  kept  in  readiness,  and  within  call.     The  points 
are  so  immediately  accessible  in  some  cases,  and 
,  so  remote  from  succor  in  others,  that  after  the 
i  point  of  attack  is  known  by  the  appearance  of  the 
enemy  before  it,  there  will  remain  no  time  for  re- 
inforcements to  arrive.    By  manoeuvering  in  front 
of  any  of  these  places,  he  will  induce  us  to  con- 
centrate our  forces  there,  when,  suddenly,  profit- 
i  ing  of  a  favorable  breeze,  he  will  sail  to  another, 
I  which  he  may  reach  in  a  few  hours  and  seize,  if 
i  a  force  is  not  stationed  there  likewise,  at  least 
,  equal  to  his  own.    Neither,  in  such  a  case,  can 
reinforcements  be  directed  against  him  in  time, 
for  all  the  forces  under  march  will  have  received 
,  a  direction  upon  the  point  he  has  just  quitted. 
'  Our  whole  coast  will  thus,  by  a  single  expedition, 
!  be  kept  in  alarm,  from  Louisiana  to  Maine ;  and, 
such  is  the  extent  and  exposure  of  the  maritime 
frontier,  that  any  enemy  may  ruin  us  by  a  war  of 
mere  threatenings.     If  our  cities  are  not  garrison- 
ed, they   will  become  his  prey  at  once  ;  if  they 
are,  the  Treasury  will  be  gradually  emptied,  the 
credit  of  the  Government  exhausted,  the  wearied 
and  starving  militia  will  desert  to  their  homes, 
and  nothing  can  avert  the  direful  consummation  of 
tribute,  pillage,  and  conflagration. 

The  table  B,  joined  to  this  report,  shows  that, 
to  be  in  readiness  on  every  vulnerable  point,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  maintain  sixty-seven  thou- 
sand men  encamped  and  under  arms  at  the  six 
places  above  mentioned,  and  fifty-three  thousand 
ready  to  march,  and  within  call.  This  number 
is  really  below  that  which  would  be  required  ;  for 
these  points  being  exposed,  according  to  our  hypo- 
thesis, to  an  attack  from  twenty  thousand  regular 
and  disciplined  troops,  twenty  thousand  militia 
would  not  be  able  to  repel  them,  unless  aided  by 
entrenchments,  requiring  a  time  to  perfect  them 
which  would  not  be  allowed  us,  and  involving 
expenses  which  we  have  not  comprised  in  our 
estimates.  Besides,  to  have  twenty  thousand 
men,  and  especially  new  levies,  under  arms,  it 
will  be  necessary,  considering  the  epidemics 
which  -always  attack  such  troops,  to  carry  the 
formation  of  this  corps  to  at  least  twenty-five  thou- 
sand men.  The  State  of  Louisiana,  being  more 
remote  from  all  succor,  requires  a  larger  force 
under  arms  than  the  other  points  ;  we  have  fixed 
this  force  at  seventeen  thousand,  considering  that 
the  State  might  furnish  three  thousand  within  call. 
These  premises  considered,  and  taking  in  all 
expenses,  1,000  regular  troops,  including  officers, 
cost  .S300,000  per  annum,  and  .<>1 50,000  for  a  cam- 
paign of  six  months;  1,000  militia,  including  offi- 
cers, cost  ^400,000  per  annum,  and  $200,000  in  a 
campaign  of  six  months,  or  S200  per  man  for  six 
months.  ^ 

But  if  we  take  into  consideration  the  diseases 
which  infallibly  attack  men  unaccustomed  to  a 
military  life,  the  expense  of  hospitals  in  coase- 
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?iuence,  the  frequent  movement  of  detachments 
rem  the  camp  to  their  homes,  and  from  the  inte- 
rior to  the  camp,  and  the  first  cost  in  camping 
utensils,  accoutrements,  dbc.,  which  is  the  same 
for  a  campaign  of  six  months  as  for  a  year,  this 
expense  cannot  be  rated  at  less  than  $250  for  every 
militiaman,  and  $250,000  for  every  1,000  men  for 
six  months. 

From  these  bases,  the  67,000  men  of  the  militia 
necessary  to  guard  the  above-mentioned  points,  in 
the  present  situation  of  our  maritime  frontier,  will 
cost,  in  a  campaign  of  six  months,  $16,750,000. 

In  strict  justice  we  should  add  to  this  expense, 
which  is  we  believe  greatly  undervalued,  amongst 
many  other  things  the  loss  of  time,  and  the  inter- 
ruption of  the  labor  of  the  citizens  who  have  left 
their  business  to  assume  arms  for  their  defence. 
This  is  a  real  loss  to  the  nation,  and  a  heavy  tax 
on  individuals.  And  while  reflecting  on  the  dread- 
ful mortality  which  rages  in  the  camps  of  men 
unaccustomed  to  the  fatigues  and  privations  of  a 
military  life,  we  cannot  help  remarking  how  much 
greater  the  loss  of  a  citizen  is  than  of  a  soldier. 

The  latter  is  generally  an  isolated  being ;  he  has 
prepared  the  sacrifice  of  his  life  by  entering  the 
Army ;  it  is  the  peculiar  and  constant  duty  of  his 
profession.  The  former  is  a  man  of  business — the 
father  of  a  family — and  his  loss  involves  with  it  a 
large  circle  of  domestic  sorrow  and  suffering. 

The  total  expense  of  constructing  the  works  at 
New  Orleans,  Norfolk,  Baltimore,  Philadelphia, 
New  York,  and  Narraganset  bay,  will  amount  to 
$11,147,695,  (see  table  13,  and  the  reports  presented 
in  1818,  1819,  1820.)     Their  garrisons  might  con- 
sist of  the  same  number  of  regular  troops  in  time 
of  war  as  in  time  of  peace;  and  the  remainder 
might  be  furnished  by  the  militia  held  in  readiness 
to  throw  themselves  into  the  forts  on  the  first  ap- 
pearance of  an  enemy.     By  these  means.  2,720 
regulars  and  21,000  militia,  either  in  the  torts  or 
in  small  corps  upon  advantageous  positions,  mak- 
ing 23,720  men,  would  suffice  after  the  erection  of 
these  works,  and  36,280  might  be  kept  in  readiness 
to  march  when  called  upon.    We  should  have  kept 
only  23,720  to  pay  and  support,  instead  of  67,000 ; 
and  the  expense  would  be  $5,658,000,  instead  of 
$16,750,000.      The  difference,  $11,092,000,  being 
about  equal  to  the  expense  of  the  forts — it  follows 
that  the  cost  of  their  erection  will  be  compensated 
by  the  saving  they  make  in  a  single  campaign  of 
six  months.    It  is  proper  to  add,  that  though  the 
expense  of  these  works  be  great,  that  expense  is 
never  to  be  renewed ;  while  with  troops,  on  the 
contrary,  the  expense  is  annually  repeated,  if  not 
increased,  until  the  end  of  the  war.     Besides,  the 
disbursements  for  fortifications  are  made  in  time 
of  peace,  slowly,  and  to  an  extent  exactly  corre- 
pondent  with  the  financial  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try.  Armies,  however,  are  most  wanted,  and  must 
be  paid  in  periods  of  great  emergency,  when  the 
ordinary  sources  of  revenue  are  dried  up,  and  when 
the  Treasury  can  only  be  kept  supplied  by  a  resort 
to  means  the  most  disagreeable  to,  and  the  most 
burdensome  upon,  the  people. 

The  defence  of  our  maritime  frontier  by  perma- 
nent fortifications,  and  even  the  expense  ot  erect- 


ing these  fortifications,  will  thus  be  a  real  and 
positive  economy.  The  points  of  attack  being  re- 
duced to  a  few,  instead  of  awaiting  an  attack  on 
every  point,  and  holding  ourselves  everywhere  in 
readiness  to  repel  it,  we  shall  force  an  enemy  to 
direct  his  efforts  against  these  few  points,  with 
which  we  shall  be  well  acquainted  beforehand, 
nd  which  we  siiall  have  disposed  to  withstand  all 


his  attempts.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  such  cir- 
cumstances will  render  an  enemy  more  backward 
in  risking  his  expeditions,  and  that  we  shall  not 
only  therefore  be  better  able  to  resi^t  attack,  but 
that  we  shall  also  be  less  frequently  menaced  with 
invasion. 

Some  prominent  military  writers  have  opposed 
the  principle  of  fortifying  an  extensive  land  fron- 
tier; but  no  military  or  political  writer  has  ever 
disputed  the  necessity  of  fortifying  a  maritime  fron- 
tier.    The  pra«:lice  of  every  nation,  ancient  and 
modern,  has  been  the  same  in  this  respect.     On  m 
land  frontier,  a  good,  experienced,  and  numerous 
infantry,  may  dispense  with  permanent  fortifica- 
tions, although  they  would  prove  excellent  auxili- 
aries and  supports  when  properly  disposed  and 
organized;  but  though  disciplined  troops  can,  rig- 
orously speaking,  without  their  aid,  cover  and  pro- 
tect a  frontier,  undisciplined  troops  never  can.   On 
a  maritime  frontier  the  case  is  totally  different. 
Troops  cannot  supply  the  place  of  the  strong  bat- 
teries which   are   disposed   along   the   important 
places.   The  uncertainty  of  the  point  on  which  an 
enemy  may  direct  his  attack,  the  suddenness  with 
which  he  may  reach  it,  and  the  powerful  masses 
which  he  can  concentrate  at  a  distance  out  of  our 
reach  and  knowledge,  or  suddenly,  and  at  the  very 
moment  of  attack,  are  reasons  for  erecting  defences 
on  every  exposed  point,  which  may  repel  his  at- 
tack, or  retard  it  until  reinforcements  can  arrive, 
or  the  means  of  resistance  be  properly  organized. 
By  land  we  are  acquainted  with  the  motions  of  an 
enemy,  with  the  movements  and  directions  of  his 
columns ;  we  know  the  roads  by  which  he  must 
pass;  but  the  ocean  is  a  vast  plain  without  obsta- 
cles; there  his  movements  are  performed  out  of 
our  sight  and  knowledge,  and  we  can  receive  no 
intelligence  of  his  approach,  until  he  has  already 
arrived  within  the  range  of  the  eye.     In  a  word, 
the  vulnerable  points  of  a  seacoast  frontier  are  left 
to  their  fate,  if  they  are  not  covered  by  permanent 
fortification;: ;  and  their  only  chance  oi  safety  must 
then  depend  upon  the  issue  of  a   battle,  always 
uncertain,  even  when  regular  and  well  disciplined 
troop,  inured  to  danger,  have  been  assembled  be- 
forenand,  and  have  made  all  possible  preparation 
for  the  combat. 

If  we  overlook  for  a  moment  the  many  points  of 
the  maritime  frontier,  which  the  enemy  might  in- 
vade with  the  most  serious  consequences  to  the 
United  States  ;  if  we  suppose  that  there  exists  no 
object  on  that  frontier  worth  the  trouble  and  ex- 
pense of  a  great  expedition ;  these  fortifications 
will  even  yet  be  highly  necessary.  For  we  still 
have  one  great  object  to  attain — the  security  of  our 
Navy:  this  cannot  be  protected  without  fortifica- 
tions, especially  in  struggling  with  an  adversary 
superior  in  numbers,  and  jealous  of  a  supremacy 
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on  which  may  ultimately  depend  his  political  im- 
portance. A  navy  can  neither  be  augmented  nor 
secured  without  fortifications ;  nor  can  it  enjoy, 
without  them,  the  advantages  which  the  localities 
of  the  frontier  might  otherwise  afford :  accidents 
may  and  must  happen  to  it,  and  it  is  only  in  closed 
and  fortified  harbors  that  it  can  repair  the  losses 
and  disasters  of  a  course  of  war ;  and  from  them, 
when  refitted  and  refreshed,  recommence  its  opera- 
tions. England  herself,  notwithstanding  the  great 
naval  superiority  which  she  possesses  at  this  mo- 
ment over  the  rest  of  the  world,  and  the  excellent 
organization  of  her  militia,  strengthens  and  aug- 
ments the  fortifications  of  ner  frontier  every  day  : 
and  no  nation  of  Europe,  France  excepted,  pos- 
sesses a  stronger  and  more  complete  system  of  per- 
manent defences  along  its  coast. 

Lastly,  the  defensive  system  of  our  seacoast  by 
permanent  fortifications  being  completed,  and  the 
Union  being  protected  against  all  danger  of  inva- 
sion from  that  quarter,  she  can  direct  all  her  re- 
sources towards  her  navy.  Her  national  quarrels 
will  then  all  be  decided  upon  the  ocean,  and  no 
longer  upon  her  own  territory :  her  wars  will  all 
be  maritime,  a  species  of  warfare  in  unison  with 
the  institutions  of  the  country,  less  costly  in  men 
and  money  ;  and  which,  by  keeping  off  all  aggres- 
sions from  her  own  territory,  will  preserve  un- 
touched her  industry,  her  agriculture,  ner  financial 
resources,  and  all  the  other  means  of  supporting  a 
just  and  honorable  war. 

As  for  the  garrisons  which  these  forts  will  re- 
quire in  time  of  war,  a  small  portion  of  them,  equal 
in  number  to  the  garrisons  necessary  in  time  of 
peace,  may  be  composed  of  regular  troops :  the  sur- 

{>lus  of  militia  practised  to  the  manoeuvres  of  artil- 
ery  ;  for  the  greatest  part  of  the  troops  required  for 
the  defence  and  service  of  these  great  coast  batle-  | 
ries  should  be  composed  of  artillery. 

To  this  end,  every  State  might  organize  a  num- 
ber of  battalions  of  militia  artillery  proportioned  to 
the  exigencies  and  armament  of  the  forts  upon  its 
coast,  or  within  the  sphere  of  activity  of  its  mili- 
tary force.  These  batulions  should  be  within  call 
of  the  forts,  as  long  as  no  invading  expedition  is 
announced  ;  but,  as  soon  as  some  operation  of  an 
enemy  should  menace  the  frontier,  they  should 
throw  themselves  into  the  forts,  and  remain  there 
as  long  as  the  precise  point  of  attack  should  remain 
uncertain.  The  system  of  defence  for  the  coast 
was  established  in  France,  where  it  succeeded  very 
well :  it  appears  to  us  to  harmonize  as  well  with 
the  institutions  and  spirit  of  the  country,  as  with 
the  principle  of  economy  which  should  direct  and 
govern  all  the  expenses  of  the  Government. 

In  the  present  report,  we  have  taken  no  account 
of  the  interior  and  land  frontiers  of  the  Union : 
they  have  not  yet  been  sufficiently  reconnoitered 
to  enable  us  to  give  an  exact  idea  of  the  system  of 
defensive  works  which  they  may  require.  AH  that 
we  can  say,  by  anticipation,  is,  that  from  their  gen- 
eral topographical  features,  these  frontiers  can  be 
covered  at  a  very  moderate  expense  by  such  a  de- 
fensive system,  that  no  enemy  will  be  able  to  in- 
vade them  without  exposing  himself  to  disasters 
almost  inevitable ;  and  that  the  armies  of  the  Uni- 


ted States,  supposing  all  her  warlike  preparations 
well  organized  beforehand,  will  be  enabled,  at  the 
very  opening  of  the  first  campaign,  to  carry  the 
theatre  of  war  beyond  her  own  territory. 

If  to  our  general  system  of  permanent  fortifica- 
tions and  naval  estaolishments  we  connect  a  sys- 
tem of  interior  communications  by  land  and  water, 
adapted  both  to  the  defence  and  to  the  commercial 
interests  of  the  country,  if  to  these  we  add  a  well- 
constituted  regular  army,  and  perfect  organization 
of  our  militia,  the  Union  will  not  only  completely 
secure  its  territory,  but  preserve  its  national  insti- 
tutions from  those  violent  shocks  and  revolutions, 
which,  in  every  age  and  every  nation,  have  been 
too  often  incident  to  a  state  of  war. 

All  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

[Signed  by  Brig.  Gen.  Bernard,  J.  D.  Elliott, 
Capt.  U.  S.  N.,  J.  D.  ToTTEN,  Bt.  Lieut.  Col.] 


Division  of  the  proposed  fortifications  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  maritime  frontiers  of  the  Union  in 
three  classes,  according  to  the  urgency  of  their 
construction ;  exhibiting  the  strength  of  their  re- 
quired garrisons  in  time  of  peace  and  in  time  of 
war,  and  the  expense  of  erecting  them. 

First  Class. 
To  be  erected  during  the  fir»t  period. 
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In  Louisiana. 

DoUe. 

Fort  St.  Philip     - 

400 

80 

77,810 

Fort  at  Plaquemines     • 

760 

100 

392,927 

Fort  at  Chef  Menteur  - 

4oe 

80 

260,617 

Fort  at  Rigolets    - 

400 

80 

264,617 

Fort  at  Bayou  Bienvenue     - 

224 

25 

94,583 

2,174 

365 

1,094,353 

In  Virginia. 

Fort  at  Old  Point  Comfort   - 

2,625 

606 

816,814 

Fort  at  the  Rip  Raps    • 

1.130 

200 

904,365 

■ 

3,755 

800 

1,721,169 

In  Pennsyhania. 

Fort  at  the  Pea  Patch  Island 

1,560 

150 

258,000 

In  New  York. 

Fort  at  New  Utrecht  Point  - 

1,140 

100 

424,995 

Fort  at  Tompkins'  Point      - 

970 

100 

485,988 

Fort  at  Wilkin'a  Point 

1,.336 

100 

456,845 

Fort  at  Throg's  Point  - 

1^0 

100 

471,181 

4,986 

400 

1,839,009 

In  Rhode  Island. 

Fort  at  Bronton'fl  Point 

8,400 

200 

730,166 

Fort  at  Dumpling's  Point     - 

1,850 

30(] 

579,946 

Fort  at  Rom  Island      - 

580 

25 

82,411 

Dyke  on  th«  N.  W.  passage 

- 

205,000 

/ '  ' 

4.830> 

425 

1,597,623 
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Fi»»T  Clam— Continued. 
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In  MoMchuaeits. 

Fort  on  the  channel  of  Boston 

harbor*     -        -        -        - 

2,000 

300 

1,000,000 

In  New  Hampshire. 
Fort  at  Portamouth*     - 

1,000 

100    600,000 

ToUl 


20,305 


2,540,8,010,054 


SxcoKD  Class. 
To  be  erected  during  the  second  period. 


In  Alabama. 
Fort  at  Mobile  Point    - 
Fort  at  Dauphin  hland 


In  Georgia. 
Fort  at  Savannah* 

In  South  Carolina. 
Fort  at  Charleston* 

In  North  Carolina. 
Fort  at  Smithville* 
Fort  at  Beaufort* 


In  Maryland. 
Fort  at  Soeller's  Point 
Fort  at  Hawkins's  Point 


In  Pennsylvania. 

Batteries  opposite  to  the  Pea 

Patch  Island  Fort     - 

In  Connecticut. 

Fort  Hale    .        -        -        - 

Fort  Wooster 


In  Massachusetts. 
Fort  at  Marblebead*  - 
Fort  at  Salem*     - 


In  Maine. 
Fort  at  Portland* 

ToUl 


400 
400 


800 

835 
845 


693,292 
693,292 

1,386,584 

700,000 

lOOl    700,000 


50 
50 


100 

60 
120 


1,680 


760 

220 
155 


375 

400 
400 


800 
400 


180 


100 

25 
25 


50 

50 
50 


100,000 
100,000 


200,000 

673,205 
244,377 


917,582 


347,257 

31,815 
27,793 


8,615 


100 
100 


59,608 

100,000 
100,000 


200,000 
200,000 


1,030  4,711,031 


Tbibd  Class. 
To  be  erected  during  the  third  period. 


In  Louisiana^ 
Fort  at  Grande  Terre  - 
Tower  at  Passe  aux  Herons 
Tower  at  Bayou  Dupre 

400 
36 
36 

80 
10 
10 

264,517 
16,677 
16,677 

472 

100 

297,871 

Thibo  Class — Continued. 


DxstejiATioic  or  fobts. 


In  Georgia. 
Fort  at  St.  Mary*s  River* 
In  South  Carolina. 
Fort  at  Beaufort* 
Fort  at  Georgetown*    - 


In  Maryland. 
Fort  at  St.  Mary's 
Fort  at  Annapolis* 

In  New  York. 
Fort  on  the  Middle  Ground  - 
Fort  on  the  East  Bank 

In  Connecticut. 
Fort  Trumbull      - 
Fort  Griswoid       .        -         . 


In  Mai'Sachusetts. 
Battery  at  Plymouth*  - 
Battery  at  Provincetown* 

In  Maine. 
Fort  on  the  Kcnnebeck* 
Fort  on  Wiscasset* 
Fort  on  Penobscot* 
Fort  at  M.  Desert  Bav  * 


ToUl 


Garrisons. 
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400 
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380' 
380 
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50 
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60    100,000 


100,000 
100,000 


760 
1,760 
1,760 


100 

60 
60 


120 
150 
150 


3,520'  300 
460l  76 
830'       76 


200,000 

203,602 
100,000 


303,602 
1,681.411 
1.681,411 


3,362,822 
77.445 
132,230 


1,290;  160 


200| 
200 


50 
50 


400 
300 
300 
400 
400 


1,400 


9,042 


100 
60 
50 
50 
50 


200 


209,075 

100,000 
100,000 


200,000 
100,000 
100,000 
100,000 
100,000 


400.000 


1,120  6,073,970 


RECAPITULATION. 


Garrisons. 

9 
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At  what  perio«1. 
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60 
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2,540 
1,030 
1,120 

4,690 

Expense  of  CO 
tion. 

First  period       ... 

Second  period  - 

Third  period     -         -         - 

20,305 
8,615 
9,042 

8,010,054 
4,711,031 
6,073,970 

Total     - 

37,962 

17.795,066 

Note. — Where  the  asterisks  (•)  are  placed  in  the 
above  table,  cither  the  projects  are  as  yet  unfinished, 
or  they  have  not  as  yet  been  coi&menced.  The  war 
and  peace  garrisons,  and  the  expense,  exhibited  by 
the  table  in  those  cases,  are  therefore  very  uncertain 
approximation. 
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Engineer  Department, 

Fefmuinj  10,  1821. 

Sir:  So  much  of  the  iDformation,  required  by 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
yesterday's  date,  as  is  contained  in  the  following 
sentence,  "  the  progress  made  in  erecting  the  for- 
tifications," will  be  found  in  the  following  extract 
from  a  report  on  the  same  subject,  made  on  the 
9th  ultimo  for  the  use  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

Extract. 

Fvrt  Delaware  is  about  five-sixthis  finished,  and 
will  be  completed  in  the  course  of  this  year. 

Fart  Washington  is  still  further  advanced,  and 
will  be  finished  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing 
Summer. 

Fort  Monroe  has  progressed  two-fifths  towards 
completion.  Its  appearance  would  not  indicate 
that  state  of  advancement,  and  yet  the  operations 
so  far  have  been  advantageously  conducted.  The 
reasoti  is,  that  in  this  work,  as  in  all  works  of 
magnitude,  the  operations  have  been  mostly  con- 
fined to  the  collection  of  materials,  depositing  them 
in  the  places  where  they  will  be  used,  and  matur- 
ing arrangements  preparatory  to  the  commence- 
ment of  constructions,  and  therefore  make  no  show. 
The  constructions  of  masonry  were  commenced 
last  Summer;  in  the  course  of  which  was  com- 
pleted a  casemated  work  capable  of  presenting  to 
the  channel  of  entrance  a  battery  of  forty  32- 
pounders.  The  masonry  in  future,  by  reason  of 
the  preparations  above  stated,  in  which  are  in- 
cluded immense  excavations,  part  of  them  applied 
to  the  opening  of  a  canal  following  the  course  of 
a  ditch  around  the  Avork,  having  locks,  Ac,  from 
the  use  of  which  great  facilities  and  economy  in 
transportation  of  materials,  (tc,  may  be  expected, 
will  be  carried  on  wiiirrapidity.  The  fort  will  be 
completed  in  five  years. 

Fort  Calheun  has  received  one  half  of  the  stone 
intended  for  the  formation  of  the  breakwater,  or 
that  part  of  its  foundation  to  be  below  the  surface 
of  the  water;  the  remainder  will  be  deposited  in 
the  course  of  next  vear,  after  which  it  should  be 
permitted  to  settle  during  one  or  two  years  before 
the  superstructure  be  commenced,  the  completion 
of  which  will  occupy  three  years  more. 

The  fort  on  Mobile  Point  exhibits  but  little  ad- 
vancement. The  impracticability  of  procuring  the 
requisite  material-  by  purchase,  obliged  the  con- 
tractor to  fabricate  them,  and  the  means  by  which 
even  that  could  be  eflected  were  difficult  of  attain- 
ment, in  some  instances  it  having  become  neces- 
sary to  create  them.  Under  such  embarrassments 
much  delay  was  unavoidable ;  nevertheless,  exten- 
sive arrangements  for  the  preparation  and  trans- 
portation of  materihls  have  been  matured.  Ac- 
cording to  the  terms  of  the  contract,  this  fort 
should  be  completed  on  or  before  the  1st  of  next 
July,  but  the  difficulties  above  stated  will  no  doubt 
protract  the  completion  to  at  least  two  years  be- 
yond that  period. 

The  fort  on  Dauphin  Island,  although  in  all  re- 
spects situated  similarly  to  that  on  Mobile  Point, 
is  in  better  condition.     The  period  limited  in  the 


contract  for  its  completion  will  expire  on  the  first 
December  next,  but  the  fort  will  not  be  finished 
until  some  time  in  the  following  year. 

The  fort  on  the  Rigolets  Pass,  under  circum- 
stances not  materially  diflerinc  from  those  stated, 
in  reference  to  the  two  worKs  last  noticed,  ha^ 
been  more  successfully  managed  than  either  of 
them.  The  contract  will  expire  on  the  1st  De- 
cember next,  and  the  work  will  probably  be  com- 
pleted within  that  time,  or  shortly  after. 

All  V.  hich  is  respectfully  submitted. 

W.  K.  AkMlSTEAD, 

Colonel  Engiiieeri. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Calhoun, 

Secretary  of  War. 


APPLICATION    TO    ABOLISH    PRIVATEER- 
ING IN  TI.ME  OF  WAR. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  January  26.  1821.] 
To  the  Senate  and  Home  of  RepreseiUatires  of  the 
United  States   vi  Coitgren*   a^embltd,  the  under- 
»igiied  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  MasDachtiMti$  re- 
upectfrdly  represent : 

That,  in  common  with  many  of  their  fellow- 
citizens  in  different  parL<*  of  the  United  Stales, 
they  consider  it  due  to  natural  justice,  and  to  the 
honor  of  Christian  nations,  that  the  capturing  of 
private  property  should  no  longer  be  authorized 
by  the  laws  of  maritime  warfare.  Many  practices 
once  allowed  in  war  have  disappeared,  as  civiliza- 
tion and  Christianity  have  advanced;  the  same  be- 
nign spirit  calls  for  this  further  reform.  It  seems 
to  be  the  design  and  scope  of  the  modern  laws  of 
war  to  exempt,  as  far  as  possible,  from  the  effects 
of  hostilities,  all  persons  who  bear  no  voluntary 
part  in  the  contest.  On  the  land,  public  possess- 
ions alone  become  a  prize  to  the  conqueror.  The 
common  consent  of  nations  has  attached  a  deep 
disgrace  to  the  plunder  of  an  unresisting  foe.  On 
the  sea,  too,  certain  trades  deemed  necessary  to 
human  subsistence  are  privileged  from  capture. 
Why  should  not  the  same  immunities  be  extended 
to  all  ships  engaged  in  carrying  on  the  commerce 
of  nations,  without  agency  in  the  war? 

There  is  a  striking  inconsistency  between  the 
usages  of  war  on  the  land  and  on  the  sea.  Goods 
landed  and  stored  are  preserved  to  the  owner, 
while  those  which  remain  on  shipboard,  though, 
perhaps,  a  part  of  the  same  cargo,  are  seized  and 
confiscated.  To  rifle  shops  and  dwelling-houses 
in  a  captured  city,  would  excite  a  general  disap- 
probation, but  It  is  otherwise  when  the  same 
wealth  is  intercepted  in  its  passage  over  the  ocean. 
Why  the  same  acts  which  on  land  are  pronounced 
disgraceful  should  on  the  sea  escape  reproach,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  explain. 

In  exempting  commercial  property  from  cap- 
ture, it  would  not  be  necessary  to  authorize  a 
direct  commercial  intercourse  between  the  bellig- 
erent Powers ;  this  may,  perhaps,  be  incompatible 
with  a  state  of  war.  With  this  exception,  the 
entire  neutrality  of  trade  would  be  far  more  bene- 
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ficial  to  the  parties,  and  to  the  world,  than  a  mu- 
tual exposure  to  attack  and  capture.  Commerce 
is  the  interest  of  the  world;  it  connects  distant  re- 
gions, multiplies  and  distributes  the  fruits  of  every 
climate,  and  makes  every  country  a  sharer  in  the 
natural,  intellectual,  and  moral  wealth  of  all 
others.  To  facilitate  commercial  intercourse,  and 
multiply  the  incitements  to  industry,  should  be  the 
wish  of  all  nations.  Confine  any  considerable 
part  of  the  world  to  the  consumption  of  its  own 
products  within  itself,  and  you  diminish  the  re- 
sources of  all  the  other  parts.  Every  cause,  there- 
fore, which  embarrasses  and  restricts  commerce, 
operates  unfavorably  to  the  progress  and  welfare 
01  the  human  race. 

And  what  are  the  effects  of  maritime  war,  as  it 
is  now  carried  on,  upon  commerce?  Are  they 
not  to  render  trade  unsettled  and  insecure;  to  de- 
stroy confidence  and  credit;  to  build  up  the  for- 
tunes of  some,  and  to  rum  others,  wiih  equal  sud- 
denness; to  involve  the  rich  in  bankruptcy  by 
unforeseen  misfortune,  and  to  load  the  adventurer, 
who  hazards  nothing,  with  a  wealth  which  he 
can  only  abuse?  Agriculture  is  depressed  and 
discouraged;  idleness  is  forced  upon  many  who 
would  willingly  be  employed  in  useful  labor,  and 
the  sufferings  of  war  are  increased  without  any 
apparent  benefit.  But  your  memorialists  forbc-ar 
to  insist  on  the  advantages  which  would  arise 
to  commerce  from  the  abolition  of  this  practice. 
The  measure  is  recommended  by  other  and  more 
powerful  reasons.  They  believe  that  they  speak 
a  language  justified  by  past  and  recent  experience, 
when  they  say  that  the  custom  of  making  prize  of 
private  property  at  sea  has  been  a  source  of  great 
moral  depravation,  and  of  individual  suffering, 
the  measure  and  extent  of  which,  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  calculate.  The  habit  of  preying  on  the 
possessions  of  others,  and  of  growing  rich  by  a 
violent  appropriation  of  their  wealth,  can  hardly 
fail  to  engender,  in  those  who  are  engaged  in  this 

fiursuit,  a  rapacious  and  avaricious  spirit,  eager 
or  riches,  and  little  solicitous  about  the  means  by 
which  they  are  acquired ;  negligent  of  others' 
rights,  and  ready  to  raise  a  specious  pretext  for 
invading  them.  This  spirit  will  continue  when 
the  war  has  ceased;  and  there  is  too  much  reason 
to  fear  that  those  who  have  plundered  under  the 
sanction  of  the  laws,  may  continue  to  plunder  in 
defiance  of  their  prohibitions. 

In  the  Navy,  perhaps,  the  character  and  educa- 
tion of  the  officers,  and  the  elevated,  generous 
feelings  they  regard  as  the  ornaments  of  their  pro- 
fession, may,  in  a  good  degree,  secure  them  from 
the  dominion  of  a  sordid  avarice;  but  seamen, 
with  no  belter  means  of  instruction  than  they 
ordinarily  enjoy,  are  exposed  to  these  bad  influ- 
ences, on  board  of  public,  as  well  as  private,  ships. 
They  are  not  used  to  nice  and  accurate  distinc- 
tions. Once  taught  to  acquire  by  violence,  there 
is  danger  of  employing  the  same  means,  with  lit- 
tle reluctance,  whenever  it  can  be  done  under  the 
color,  however  fallacious,  of  a  lawful  authority. 
It  is  true,  that  the  practice  of  privateering  is  far 
more  pernicious  than  the  predatory  warfare  car- 
ried on  by  public  ships.     The  private  cruiser  has  no 


motive  but  the  thirst  of  gain.  He  may  indirectly 
contribute  to  the  success  of  the  war,  but  this  is  not 
his  principal  object.  With  public  ships,  the  taking 
of  commercial  ships  is  but  accessory ;  with  private 
cruisers  it  is  the  moving  cause  and  chief  design  of 
the  enterprise.  Your  memorialists,  therefore,  ad- 
mit that,  though  they  are  unable  to  distinguish, 
in  principle,  between  captures  by  public  and  pri- 
vate ships  of  war,  it  is  from  the  latter  they  appre- 
hend the  most  .serious  and  extensive  mischiefs. 
They  deem  the  abolition  of  all  captures  of  com- 
mercial property  desirable,  and  they  fear,  that  to 
take  away  privateering  alone,  would  leave  much 
of  the  evil  incurred ;  but  even  were  the  measure 
thus  limited,  they  believe  that  an  additional  pro- 
vision, that  all  captures  by  public  ships  should  be 
for  public  use,  much  would  be  gained  to  humanity 
and  peace. 

Your  memorialists  feel,  and  gladly  acknowi- 
edgje,  that  the  legal  sanction  given  to  privateering 
has  concealed  from  multitudes  its  real  and  detes- 
table nature ;  and  that  this,  like  other  barbarous 
customs,  has  been  followed  by  men  who  have  re- 
spected the  general  and  undoubted  principles  of 
humanity.  But  they  conceive  that  the  time  of 
this  ignorance  is  past.  Christianity  and  civiliza- 
tion have  advanced  too  far  to  leave  any  who  rev- 
erence moral  distinctions  blind  to  the  guilt  of  this 
flagrant  violation  of  social  duty.  The  voice  of 
religion  and  humanity  has  gone  forth  distinctly, 
and  leaves,  without  excuses,  the  man  who  prowls 
the  ocean  to  plunder  unoffending  strangers,  to 
prey  upon  the  weak,  to  grow  rich. on  the  spoils  of 
those  who  are  following  a  useful  and  honorable 
trade,  to  shed  blood  for  no  other  ends  than  private 
gain.  That  men  calling  themselves  Christians, 
and  civilized,  should  ever  have  justified  themselves 
in  a  practice  so  akin  to  robbery  and  murder,  and 
should  have  h^ld,  without  remorse,  what  they  had 
extorted  from  an  innocent  fellow  being  with  the 
sword,  is  indeed  wonderful.  But  the  darkness  is 
gone,  and  the  plunderer  on  the  ocean,  however 
sheltered  from  punishment  by  law,  cannot  escape 
the  reproaches  of  all  the  friends  of  public  and 
private  virtue. 

If  war  cannot  be  abolished,  your  memorialists 
desire  that  its  evils  may,  as  far  as  possible,  be  miti- 
gated ;  and  they  rejoice  at  the  general  recognition 
of  the  principle,  that  a  nation  is  bound  to  abstain 
from  inflicting  any  evils  on  its  enemy,  except  such 
as  is  necessary  to  the  assertion  of  its  just  claims. 
That  this  humane  principle  may  be  more  and 
more  infu.sed  into  national  hostilities,  it  is  of  great 
and  obvious  importance  that  private  passions,  and 
the  selfishness  of  individuals,  should  be  enlisted  as 
little  as  possible  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  that 
its  inevitable  sufferings  should  be  inflicted  by  pub- 
lic instruments  for  public  ends. 

Your  memorialists  conceive,  that  the  peculiar 
facilities  for  privateering  afforded  bv  our  maritime 
situation  and  habits,  will  give  weight  to  whatever 
efl'orts  our  Government  may  employ  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  practice,  and  that,  at  the  same  time, 
they  impose  on  us  a  peculiar  obligation  to  resist  it. 
The  fact  that,  in  the  event  of  war,  privateering 
will  be  the  resource  of  multitudes  of  our  citizens. 
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ought  to  alarm  us.  We  are,  perhaps,  more  than 
any  other  people  exposed  to  depravation  of  man- 
ners from  this  source ;  and  a  worse  evil  cannot 
menace  a  community.  Grood  morals  are  the 
strength  of  a  State,  especially  of  a  free  one  ;  and 
policy  joins  with  principle  in  denouncing  a  prac- 
tice which  whets  the  thirst  for  pillage,  and  weak- 
ens the  obligations  of  humanity  in  the  mass  of 
the  people. 

The  experience  of  the  present  moment  gives 
great  force  to  the  arguments  against  the  usage  of 
subjecting  to  capture  private  property  on  the  ocean : 
for  we  see  how  easily  and  naturally  it  becomes  a 
cover  for  piracy  and  unauthorized  depredation. 
We  learn  from  the  dreadful  abuses  to  which  this 
practice  is  liable,  and  which  cannot  be  separated 
from  it,  that  property  at  sea  should  ever  be  made 
more  sacred,  and  be  guarded  by  more  rigid  laws, 
than  on  land.  We  say  nothing  of  the  sufferings 
of  the  present  moment  from  the  capture  and  de- 
struction of  neutral  ships.  The  injury  to  com- 
merce and  to  society,  from  the  depravation  of  sea- 
men, is  a  wider  and  more  lasting  evil.  The  con- 
fidence once  placed  in  that  useful  class  of  men  is 
shaken,  and  with  it  the  intercourse  of  nations,  and 
the  security  of  properly  at  home  are  impaired. 

The  time  has  been  when  an  application  like  the 

f»resent  to  a  Government  would  have  been  hope- 
ess;  when  the  civil  power  was  the  last  resource 
for  the  friends  of  humanity.  But  we  trust  that 
we  live  in  better  and  brighter  times,  when  Govern- 
ment, instead  of  being  a  monopoly  for  the  few,  is 
regarded  as  a  provision  for  the  general  good ;  and 
when  that  greatest  of  all  political  truths  begins  to 
be  felt,  that  the  interests  of  each  country  are  bound 
up  with  the  general  interests  of  humanitv,  and 
that  each  country  owes  a  debt  to  the  world.  A 
ruler  is  no  longer  considered  as  false  to  his  own 
country  when  he  seeks  its  prosperity  in  connexion 
Avith  the  progress  and  welfare  oi  the  race,  and 
may  be  honored  as  a  patriot,  without  ceasing  to  be 
a  man.  We  earnestly  desire  that  our  Govern- 
ment, founded  as  it  i^  on  the  broad  principle  of 
the  equal  rights  of  men,  may  lay  an  early  claim  to 
what  will  hereafter  be  esteemed  the  highest  glory 
of  a  country — that  of  having  introduced  into  the 
intercourse  of  nations  those  principles  of  equity 
and  humanity  which  are  now  acknowledged  to  be 
binding  upon  individuals. 

The  practice  of  granting  commissions  to  priva- 
teers is  comparatively  of  modern  date,  and  writers 
of  the  highest  eminence  and  authority  have  con- 
curred in  lamenting  its  introduction.  The  opinion 
of  Franklin  has  been  quoted  by  other  memorial- 
ists; and  we  would  refer  to  an  excellent  precedent 
and  guide  to  the  article  on  this  subject,  introduced 
at  the  suggestion  of  that  disiinguisned  philosopher 
and  statesman  into  the  treaty  concluded  with 
Prussia  in  1785. 

The  present  state  of  the  world  is  favorable  to 
the  proposed  reform.  No  reasonable  objection,  it 
is  believed,  can  be  offered  on  the  part  of  any  na- 
tion if  the  laws  concerning  goods  contraband  of 
war,  and  those  relating  to  blockades,  are  permit- 
ted to  remain.  The  memorialists  leave  to  the 
wisdom   of   their   Government   the   course    best 


adapted  to  attain  the  proposed  end.  Mutual  stip- 
ulations by  treaty  seem  to  be  the  most  obvious 
means,  and,  for  this  reason,  your  memorialists 
would  have  applied  to  the  Executive,  had  it  not 
seemed  to  them  that  the  legislative  powers  may 
also  be  properly  and  usefully  exercised  upon  a 
subject  so  nearly  connected  with  commerce  and 
with  public  morals.  The  passing  of  a  law,  con- 
ditional as  to  its  operations,  and  referring  to  future 
stipulations  by  treaty,  may  produce  the  happiest 
effects,  and  would  be  an  immediate  recognition  of 
this  great  and  humane  principle. 

Your  memorialists  therefore  pray  that  Congress 
may  consider  the  subject,  and  adopt  such  meas- 
ures as  may  seem  to  them  most  wise  and  expe- 
dient. 

William  Phillips,  Frs.  Parkman, 
Isaac  Parker,  Henry  Ware, 

John  Phillips,         Benj.  Dearborn, 
Joseph  Coolidge.     Lewis  Tappan, 
Jos.  May,  Charles  Tappan, 

Gieorge  Cabot,        David  Hale, 
Redford   Webster,  Saml.  Worcester, 
Josiah  Salisbury,    A.  Haskell, 
A.  P.  Cleveland,    R.  F.  Cloutman, 
Thomas  Dawes,     Thas.  Worcester, 
Jeremiah  Evarts,    Thomas  Longby, 
Daniel  Webster,     Jas.  Humphreys,   "] 
William  Prescott,  J.  M.  Brewer, 
Samuel  Hubbard,  Saml.  Harkings, 
Thad.  M.  Harris,    Thos.  Wallcut, 
William  Jenks,       Thomas  Vase, 
W.  E.  Channing,  J.  P.  Blanchard, 
Charles  White,       George  Hunt, 
Robt.  Waterston,  John  Gallison, 
John  Mycall,  John  Glen  King. 


PRIVATEEKING. 

1.  An  Appeal  to  the  Government  and  Congresa  of 
the  United  States  against  the  depredations  committed 
by  American  privateers  on  the  commerce  of  nations 
at  peace  with  us.  By  an  American  citizen.  New 
York.     1819. 

2.  A  proposed  Memorial  to  the  Coni^reaa  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.     BoKton.     1819. 

The  writerson  national  law  distinguish  between 
rules  deduced  by  just  reasoning  from  certain  prin- 
ciples, and  thoNe  which  derive  their  force  from 
common  usa^e  and  consent.  The  former  are  of 
universal  obligation,  and  are  properly  the  law  of 
nature  applied  to  communities  of  men.  The  latter 
"  are  fitted,  not  so  much  to  the  goodness  of  an  un- 
corrupted  nature,  as  to  the  wants  of  one  that  is 
depraved  ;"*  they  are  neither  binding  upon  all, 
nor  at  all  times ;  they  are  brought  gradually  into 
use,  are  received  by  some  sooner  than  by  others, 
and  may  be  changed  without  any  violation  of 
natural  justice. 

There  is  not  much  difficulty  in  defining  the 
rights  of  property  and  the  obligations  of  contracts, 


*  Jua  gentium  secundariu/n  dicitur,  quod  accom- 
modatum  [est],  non  tam  incorruptc  nature  bonitati, 
quam  depravatc  necessitatibut. —  Voet  ad  Fand.  L. 
i.  t  I.  n.  18. 
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as  they  exist  between  nations.  Public  justice  dif- 
fers not  essentially  in  these  respects  from  private. 
The  facts  once  settled,  it  is  as  easy  to  decide  by 
what  acts  one  nation  has  injured  another  in  a  state 
of  peace,  as  to  determine  when  the  rights  of  one 
individual  have  been  invaded  or  withheld  by  ano- 
ther ;  as  easy  to  pronounce  what  is  a  just  cause  of 
war,  if  we  allow  war  for  any  cause  to  be  lawful, 
as  to  judge  of  the  grounds  of  a  lawsuit.  In  most 
cases,  indeed,  it  will  be  found  that  neither  party 
in  a  war  is  entirely  right  nor  entirely  wrong,  and 
through  the  mist  of  mutual  crimination  and  de- 
fence, manifestoes,  answers,  insults,  and  acgres- 
sions,  it  will  be  difficult  to  discern  the  first  oftence. 
But  this  is  a  difficulty  not  attributable  to  any  defect 
or  uncertainty  in  the  code  of  public  law. 

But  there  is  also  a  law  of  war,  and  it  forms  by 
far  the  most  important  branch  of  the  jus  gentium. 
Whence  is  this  to  be  deduced  ?  How  far  are  the 
reciprocal  rights  and  duties  of  nations  at  peace 
destroyed  by  a  state  of  war,  and  what  are  the  new 
obligations  that  grow  out  of  this  state  ?  What  are 
the  limits  to  the  rights  of  destruction,  and  how  are 
they  to  be  known  1  Who  shall  say  to  mad  re- 
venge, "  It  is  enough — stay  thy  hand  !"  Where 
is  the  precise  boundary,  on  one  side  of  which  are 
glory,  and  honor,  and  victory  :  on  the  other,  rapine 
and  murder  ?  It  will  be  obvious  that  there  must 
be  great  uncertainly  as  to  the  extent  of  the  power 
given  to  enemies  over  the  persons  and  goods  of 
each  other,  and  that  wars  will  be  carried  on  with 
more  or  less  cruelty,  as  nations  are  more  or  less 
advanced  in  humanity.  Reason  will  afford  little 
aid,  and  the  restraint  will  be  rather  the  effect  of 
milder  feelings  than  of  more  correct  judgment. 
The  conqueror  will  be  deterred  from  a  passionate 
and  vindictive  abuse  of  his  power,  more  by  the 
fear  of  being  disgraced  as  a  barbarian,  than  of 
being  condemned  as  a  violator  of  public  law. 
What  was  once  a  theme  of  applause  will  in  time 
be  followed  by  reproach  and  shame.  What  is 
fit  and  right  to  be  done  towards  an  enemy  will 
depend  more  on  usage,  varying  at  different  times 
and  among  different  people,  than  on  any  conclu- 
sions of  reason.  We  would  be  understood  to 
speak,  as  most  writers  on  national  law  have  done, 
without  reference  to  the  commands  or  the  counsels 
of  religion,  whether  natural  or  revealed.  These 
writers  .seem  to  have  adopted  as  a  truth  the  poetic 
declaration,  '■'' mUla  JuUs,  pietasque  virLs  qui  iustra 
BequuiUur."'  They  Have  proceeded  upon  false 
principles.  As  some  political  sophists  have  de- 
rived the  principles  of  the  social  compact  from  a 
supposed  natural  state  of  men,  when  every  one 
stood  single  and  independent,  free  to  give  or  retain 
that  entire  sovereignty  which  he  enjoyed  over 
himself;  so  jurists  have  sought  in  the  condition  of 
savage  nature  for  the  rights  and  relations  of  polit- 
ical societies.  They  have  therefore  considered  a 
state  of  hostility  as  a  dissolution  of  all  ties,  and  a 
license  to  all  mischief.  An  enemy,  in  their  view, 
cannot  be  injured.  Charity  and  humanity  may 
be  offended  ;  the  atonement  exacted  may  be  greater 
than  would  consist  with  generosity  and  tenderness 
which  we  esteem  men  the  more  for  possessing ; 
but  the  sufferer  cannot  consider  himself  wronged, 


nor  is  any  positive  and  binding  law  broken.  "It 
stands  to  reason,"  says  Heineccius.  "  that  against 
an  enemy  all  things  are  permitted.'"*  And  Puf- 
fendorftnus  explains  both  the  rights  of  belligerents, 
and  the  restraints  which  humanity  would  impose 
upon  the  exercise  of  them  :  "  From  the  moment 
that  any  one  declares  himself  our  enemy,  since 
we  have  any  thing  to  fear  on  his  part,  we  are  au- 
thorized, as  far  as  in  us  lies,  to  use  acts  of  violence 
against  him  to  any  extent,!  and  with  no  other 
limit  than  our  will  ;X  but  humanity  requires,  that, 
as  far  as  the  rules  of  military  art  allow,  we  do  no 
more  injury  to  an  enemy  than  is  necessary  for  our 
defence,  for  the  vindication  of  our  rights,  and  for 
our  future  safety." — "  Non  id  solum  considerari  vtdt, 
quid  hoftvs  citra  ivjuriam  possit  pati,  tied  d  quid 
humanum,  adde  et  generomvi  victorem  facere  deceat." 
Grotius,  indeed,  limits  the  rights  of  war  to  what 
is  necessary  for  attaining  the  end  proposed,  whe- 
ther of  self-preservation,  just  reparation,  or  merited 
punishment. — Lib.  3.  cap.  i.  But  this,  however  just 
in  theory,  is  too  indefinite  to  afford  any  practical 
rule;  especially  when  it  is  considered  that  hostilities 
are  allowed  to  be  continued  until  satisfaction  is  ob- 
tained, not  only  from  theoriginal  wrong  which  was 
the  cause  of  the  war,  but  for  all  the  expense  and  in- 
jury sustained  in  prosecuting  it.  And  we  learn  from 
the  same  enlightened  and  benevolent  jurist,  that, 
"  by  the  law  of  nations,  the  possessions  of  one  party 
in  a  war  are  to  the  other,  in  all  respects,  as  things 
without  a  proprietor,''^  and  that  "  all  are  accounted 
slaves  who  are  made  prisoners  in  solemn  public 
war," — "nor  is  an  offence  necessary,  but  the  lot  of 
all  is  the  same,  even  of  those  who,  on  the  sudden 
breaking  out  of  war,  may  be  so  unfortunate  as  to 
be  found  in  the  enemy's  country.'" |!  Cocceius, 
the  commentator  of  Grotius,  goes  somewhat  fur- 
ther, and  maintains  that  "  an  enemy  is  to  be  re- 
garded as  a  criminal  deserving  of  death  :  hence, 
when  the  Gkjvernment  declares  war  against  any 
one,  by  the  very  act  it  gives  to  every  citizen  the 
right  to  inflict  on  him  any  degree  of  evil,  to  lay 
waste  and  plunder  his  possessions,"  &c.  Let  us 
not,  however,  forget  what  we  owe  to  Grotius. 
The  lessons  of  moderation  and  humanity  which 
he  gave  as  admonitions,  have  so  approved  them- 
selves to  the  reason  of  mankind,  that  they  hare 
acquired  the  force,  if  not  the  character,  oi  laws; 
and  cruelties,  of  wnich  he  contented  himself  with 
saying,  "  certe  omiitaiUur  aanctiu-s,  et  cttm  majori 
apud  boiios  laudey^  would  now  cover  with  disgrace 
the  conqueror  who  should  practise  them. 


*  Hosti  enim  in  bostem  omnia  licere  rationi  consen- 
taneum  est. — De  Nav.  ob  vect.  <^c.  commiaa. 

t  A  toute  outrance. — Barbeyrac. 

X  Licentiam  concedit  vim  contra  ipsum  ezserendiin 
infinitum,  aut  quantum  mihi  videatur. — De  Jure 
Naturse,  ^c.  lib.  8.  cap.  vi.  §  7,  De  Offieiia  Horn.  Sfc. 
lib.  2.  cap.  ivi.  §  6. 

§  GentibuB  placuiase,  ut  res  bostium  hostibus  essent 
non  alio  loco,  quam  quo  sunt  res  nuUius. — Lib.  3. 
cap.  vi.  §  8. 

y  Par  omnium  sors  est,  etiam  eorum,  qui,  fato  too, 
ut  diximus,  cum  beilum  repente  exortum  ecset,  intra 
bostium  fines  deprehenduntur. — Lib.  3.  cap.  vii.  §  1. 
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Thus  have  the  rights  of  war  been  deduced  from 
the  a.ssumed  positioD  that  an  enemy  cannot  be  in- 
jured ;  that,  by  the  injustice  or  violence  which 
gave  occasion  to  the  war,  he  has  forfeited  all  rights 
and  become  as  an  outlaw  ;  that  his  life,  liberty, 
and  property,  are  at  the  mercy  of  the  conqueror  ; 
that  to  spare  may,  indeed,  be  praiseworthy,  but 
cannot  be  enjoined  as  an  act  of  justice.  And,  as 
between  nations  there  is  no  arbiter,  each  party 
in  the  war  has  all  the  rights  of  the  injured,  and  is 
subject  to  all  the  penalties  of  the  guilty.  Justice 
must  always  be  presumed  to  reside  with  good  for- 
tune or  superior  strength.  Every  subject,  too,  of 
the  warring  State,  however  ignorant  he  may  be  of 
the  causes  of  the  war,  however  peaceful  and  un- 
offending, has  incurred  a  daily  guilt  in  the  acts  of 
his  superiors,  and  is  the  object  of  unsparing  ven- 
geance and  unlimited  punishment.  Whatever 
temperaments  have  been  admitted  in  the  conduct  of 
wars,  have  been  the  result  of  feelings  and  notions 
of  humanity  more  or  less  refined,  and  views  of  pol- 
icv  more  or  less  enlightened,  as  different  degrees 
of  knowledge  and  improvement  have  prevailed. 
"  Every  people  have  a  law  of  nations.  The  Mo- 
hawks even  have  theirs.  They  eat  their  prisoners, 
it  is  true,  but  they  send  and  receive  embassies,  and 
acknowledge  the  rights  of  war  and  peace ;  the 
mischief  is,  that  their  law  of  nations  is  not  founded 
upon  true  principles." — Montesg.  Esp.  den  Loix,  lie. 
1.  ch.ii.  What  Barbeyrac,  in  his  eloquent  and 
beautiful  discourse  on  what  the  laws  only  permit 
or  allow,  has  said  of  civil  laws  applies  with  still 
greater  force  to  national  jurisprudence:  "We 
learn  from  the  monuments  of  antiquity,  that  the 
first  laws  had  scarcely  any  other  origin  than  cus- 
tom, which  is  often  a  wretched  master.  Rules 
thus  introduced  are  commonly  established  with  lit- 
tle examination  or  reflection.  Ignorance,  preju- 
dice, passion,  example,  authority,  caprice,  have 
manifestly  a  greater  share  in  producing  them  than 
reason.  It  is  rather  the  opinion  and  decision  of  a 
blind  multitude  than  that  of  the  wise  and  virtuous." 

Had  religion  and  the  morality  of  the  gospel 
been  made  the  foundation  of  the  rights  and  duties  • 
of  States,  in  war  as  well  as  in  peace,  it  is  probable 
that  many  customs  derived  to  us  from  ruder  ages, 
perhaps  even  war  itself,  would  long  since  have 
disappeared.  But  rights  have  been  sou£»ht  for  in 
another  source,  and  religion  has  been  permitted  to 
interpose  her  counsels,  not  her  authority,  to  mod- 
erate the  usage  of  that  power,  which  reason  and 
nature  have  been  thought  to  bestow.  Is  it  not 
probable  that  some  usages  yet  remain,  which  habit 
and  prejudice,  and  an  imaginary  interest  alone, 
prevent  our  regarding  with  the  same  abhorrence 
with  which  we  should  now  look  upon  the  reducin^^ 
of  captives  and  their  p«lerity  to  perpetual  and 
irredeemable  slavery  ?  Have  we  yet  confined  the 
license  of  war  within  those  bounds  which  the  law 
of  charity  would  assign  to  it  ?  Do  we  not  even  re- 
ceive as  principles  of  justice  some  things  which 
have  no  better  support  than  the  practice  of  earlier 
and  less  enlightened  times,  justified  by  an  artificial 
reasoning,  which,  taking  things  as  they  are  found, 
invents  a  plausible  defence  for  whatever  custoin 
allows  ? 


I      We  have  made  these  remarks  more  especially 
;  with  a  view  to  the  practice  of  privateering.     It  is 
matter  of  just  astonishment  that  a  species  of  war- 
fare so  repugnant  to  all  our  better  feelings,  so 
estranged  from  all  that  is  deemed  noble  and  hon- 
I  orable  amon^  men,  should  so  long  have  prevailed. 
It  is  a  practice  which  can  boast  nothing  of  the 
chivalrous  spirit  which  we  have  been  taught  to 
admire  in  the  warrior.     It  begins  and  ends  in  pure 
unmixed   selfishness.     It  seeks  neither  fame  nor 
power,  but  wealth — wealth,  not  the  fruits  of  patient 
industry  or  honest  skill,  but  wrested  by  the  hand 
ofviolence,  or  stolen  by  surprise  and  stratagem.    It 
makes  every  other  consideration  vield  to  a  sordid 
i  avarice.     In  its  greediness  it  hardly  distinguishes 
between  friend  and  foe,  and  is  ever  ready  to  pounce 
upon  its  prey,  whether  it  be  the  property  of  au 
enemy  or  that  of  a  fellow-citizen,  which,  by  the 
rigid  rules  of  war,  has  become  the  subject  of  con- 
fiscation as  prize.     The  means  which  it  employs 
are  not  less  cruel  and  disgraceful  than  its  purpose 
is  unworthy.     It  can  make  its  way  through  blood 
to  the  treasure  it  gloats  upon,  lure  by  false  smiles 
to  destruction,  advance  securely  to  its  object  under 
the  guise  of  friendship,  ensnare  by  treachery,  de- 
ceive by  perfidy,  and  secure  its  unrighteous  gains 
by  shameless  perjury.     Not  that  every  one  who 
engages  in  this  practice  is  under  the  influence  of 
the  vilest  passions,  insensible  to  shame,  or  stained 
by  the  blackt'st   crimes.     Manv,   we   doubt   not, 
whose  live>  prove  them  to  be  friends  to  religion 
and  humanity,  and   who  would  scorn  to  enrich 
themselves  by  fraud  or  dishonesty,  have  adventu- 
red in  privatporing  without  reflecting  upon  its  na- 
ture and  tendency.     They  have  been  deceived  by 
the  legality  of  the  practice.     Perhaps,  even  they 
have  persuaded  themselves  that,  while  they  im- 
proved their  own  fortunes,  they  were  displaying 
a  patriotic   zeal  for  the  service  of  their  country. 
As  long  as  privateering  is  countenanced  and  en- 
couraged by  public  authority,  there  will  be  many 
estimable  men,  who,  looking  no  further  than  to 
what  the  law  allows  or  forbids,  are  blind  to  the 
immorality  of  preying  upon  their  fellow  creatures. 
A  solemn  responsibility,  then,  rests  upon  those  who 
govern.     Nations,  by  a  common  consent,  .should 
relinquish  a  custom  so  inseparable  from  abuse  and 
licentiousness,  so  vexatious  to  commerce,  and  so 
little  under  the  control  of  wholesome  laws. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  great  antiquity  may  be 
pleaded  for  the  practice  of  plundering.  For  sev- 
eral ages  after  the  irruption  of  the  northern  barba- 
rians, war  and  plunder  might  almost  be  considered 
as  individual  rights.  Every  i>etly  baron  enjoyed 
the  privilege  of  taking  up  arms,  and  every  vassal 
was  free  to  seek  his  fortune  in  predatory  incursions 
upon  the  enemy,  whether  by  land  or  sea.  The 
infidel  Powers,  which  bordered  the  Mediterranean, 
covered  the  sea  with  !>mall  piratical  vessels;  and 
the  Christian  Slates,  whose  commerce  suffered 
from  their  depredations,  partly  in  self-defence  and 
partly  in  the  hope  of  gain,  fitted  out  small  cruisers, 
or  armed  their  merchant  ships.  It  was  most  com- 
mon for  many  persons  to  unite  for  this  purpose  in 
a  sort  of  partnership.  No  public  commission  was 
required.     Against  infidels  it  was  the  right  and 
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duty  of  every  Christian  to  wage  incessant  hostility, 
and  to  do  them  all  possible  injury. — Martetis.  At 
the  same  time  the  inhabitants  of  the  North  sent 
their  fleets  to  make  descents  upon  the  coasts,  and 
enrich  themselves  with  the  wealth  and  luxuries 
of  the  South.*  They  were  most  often  conducted 
by  private  adventurers,  whose  bravery  or  skill 
caused  them  to  be  selected  as  chieftains.  Piracy 
wa?  a  common  trade,  and  the  word  was  far  from 
carrying  with  it  the  ideas  of  criminality  and  dis- 
grace which  we  now  attach  to  it.  Selden  citesa  pas- 
rage  from  Asserius,  who  was  the  preceptor  of  King 
Affred,  in  which  he  says  that  this  "  Prince  causS 
lon^  ships  to  be  built  for  the  purpose  of  defence 
against  enemies  approaching  by  sea — imjtositijique 
ptrattui  in  illin  vian  maris  cmtodiendas  Ci/nimisit  ;^^ 
on  which  Selden  remarks,  that "  this  word  '  pirates' 
is  not  here  used  for  robbers,  as  it  now  commonly 
is,  but  for  such  as  attacked  the  enemy's  fleets  in 
naval  warfare."!  So  the  term  "  coraair,"  from  the 
Italian  Cvrso,  is  the  generic  term  of  pirates  and 
privateers.  {Marttn*  on  Pricalters,  page  2,  note.) 
The  truth  is,  that  in  an  age  when  the  obligations 
of  humanity  were  neither  acknowledged  nor  un- 
derstood, and  every  person  might  make  such  use 
of  his  strength,  or  his  cunning,  as  seemed  to  him 
best,  so  as  he  did  not  invade  the  property  of  those 
to  whom  he  was  bound  by  the  tie  of  a  common 
allegiance  ;  and  when  the  sanction  of  the  prince 
was  not  necessary  to  enable  private  persons  to  at- 
tack and  plunder  the  enemy,  there  could  be  no 
distinction  between  authorized  and  unauthorized 
depredations  on  the  ocean.  "  The  CJauls,"  says 
Cleirac,  "  regarded  all  strangers  as  e^raies,  and 
not  only  robbed  them  of  their  goods,  bil|put  them 
cruelly  to  death,  offering  them  as  bloodf  sacrifices 
to  their  false  gods.J  And  Boucher :  "  In  the 
height  of  the  feudal  anarchy,  that  is  to  say.  in  the 
ninth  century,  every  person  might  act  the  part 
both  of  judge  and  executioner,  without  any  in- 
compatibility in  the  two  conditions,  and  without 
disgrace.  At  that  period  mariners  were  a  set  of 
robbers." — Couniat.  de  Mer.  col.  1,  p.  74.  The  in- 
human law  of  wreck,  first  relaxed  in  England  by 
the  act  of  Henry  I,  providing  that  the  property 
should  be  saved  from  forfeiture,  if  any  person 
escaped  alive  from  the  ship,  is  a  memorable  in- 
stance of  the  same  savage  stale  of  manners See 

Hume,  reign  of  Henry  II.  BUick.  Com.  chap.  8,  6. 1. 
Boucher,  ComfU.  de  Mer.  ixi.  1,  p.  490. 

It  is  in  vain,  then,  for  the  apologists  of  priva- 
teering to  have  recourse  to  these  remote  ages  in 
support  of  the  assertion  lliat  the  practice  has  long 

•  The  ravages  of  the  Normans  are  hardly  mentioned 
before  Charlemagne.  It  waa  then  they  began  those 
cruises  which  made  them  the  terror  of  other  nations. — 
Boucher  Consul,  de  Mer.  page  494. 

tSelden'a  Mare  Clausum,  lib.  a,  cap.  10 — quoted 
Hobin«on'«  Coll.  Mar.  page  21,  "and  embarking  pi- 
rates  in  them  employed  them  to  guard  the  approaches 
by  sea." 

X  Lea  Gauloit  repulaient  tons  lea  ctrangers  pour  leurs 
ennemia,  et  ne  lea  expoliaient  pas  seulement  de  leurs 
biens,  mais  en  outre  ila  lea  mettaient  cruellement  a 
mort,  et  en  faisaient  de  sanglana  sacrifices  u  leurs  faux 
dieux." — Vt.et  Cout.  de  Mer. page  95. 


or  alwavs  existed.*  Even  were  antiquity  a  less 
doubtful  plea  than  it  is,  the  argument  proves  no- 
thing, but  that  in  those  benighted  ages  men  robbed 
of  their  own  head,  and  that  m  these  more  civilized 
times  we  have  so  far  improved  as  to  sanction  the 
proceeding  by  public  authority.  The  modern  prac- 
tice is  better  than  the  ancient,  inasmuch  as  some 
excesses  may  now  and  then  be  prevented  by  the 
control  of  the  Government  over  privateers,  and  it 
is  convenient  to  be  able  to  denote  piracy  by  the 
absence  of  a  lawful  commission  :  but  the  question 
remains,  whether  it  is  morally  right,  or  politically 
expedient,  for  Governments  to  grant  such  com- 
missions, or  for  individuals  to  act  under  them  ? 
And  this  question  can  never  be  answered  by  say- 
ing that  men  were  accustomed  to  rob  for  a  long 
time  before  it  began  to  be  necessary  to  have  a  pub- 
lic commission  for  doing  it.  It  was  found  necessa- 
ry to  impose  restraint  upon  private  and  unauthor* 
ized  violence,  even  between  the  subjects  of  hostile 
Powers.  This  was  a  declaration,  that  the  ancient 
practice  was  only  fit  for  a  state  of  society  as  bar- 
barous as  that  in  which  it  existed.  Something, 
doubtless,  has  been  gained  by  the  restrictions  of 
acts  of  war  to  those  whose  hands  are  armed  by  the 
sovereign  power ;  but  whether  this  gain  has  been 
great,  or  the  most  essential  evils  connected  with 
private  plunder  have  been  remedied,  let  history 
speak.  We  appeal  to  the  loud  and  incessant  com- 
plaints of  neutrals,  of  whose  commerce  privateers 
have  been  just  called  the  scourge  ;  and  to  the  tor- 
tures and  cruelties  inflicted  by  these  "judges  and 
executioners,"  of  which  the  annals  of  privateering, 
ancient  and  modem,  afford  so  many  examples. 

It  is  probable  that  the  practice  ol  nations,  in  the 
disputes  arising  between  them  or  their  subjects, 
has  followed  the  same  course  of  improvement  with 
their  municipal  laws.  Every  one  who  has  attend- 
ed to  the  history  of  criminal  jurisprudence,  knows 
that  not  many  ages  since  every  individual  pos- 
sessed the  power  of  punishing,  and  the  aveng- 
ing of  wrongs  was  leu  to  the  injured  party  or  his 
friends.f  But  as  the  world  grew  wiser  and  more 
inclined  to  peace,  a  check  was  put  on  the  right  of 
private  revenge,  and  tribunals  began  to  inquire  into 
the  fact,  and  to  measure  the  punishment 'in  pro- 
portion to  the  guilt.  So,  among  nations,  the  fre- 
quent broils  occasioned  by  the  hostile  attempts  of 
individuals,  gave  rise,  by  degrees,  to  the  custom  of 
granting  letters  of  reprisals.  At  first,  doubtless, 
they  were  only  given  in  a  few  instances,  and  sub- 
jects continued  to  attack  and  plunder  without  ask- 
ing the  i)ermission  of  the  sovereign.  The  Como- 
lato  del  Mare  contains  an  entire  chapter  regulating, 
with  great  precision,  the  conduct  of  armed  cruis- 
ers, and  the  division  of  their  plunder.  Not  a  syl- 
lable appears  of  any  public  commission  being  ne- 
cessary, or  even  a  judicial  condemnation  of  priz^ 
The  publication  of  the  first  Catalan  edition  of  this 
collection  is  supposed  by  Boucher  to  have  been 

•  Sec  note  to  Martens  on  Privateers,  page  20.  Wil- 
lenberg  derives  privateers  from  Theute,  Queen  of  II- 
Ijha  ;  and  Valin  maintains  that  they  have  existed  at 
all  times. 

tSee  Karnes's  Historical  Law  Tracts. 
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about  1494,  and  he  carries  the  compilation  as  far 
back  as  the  beginning  of  the  tenth  century.  But 
its  origin  is  fixed  with  more  probability  between 
the  years  1250  and  1266.*  This  code  is  commonly 
supposed  to  have  been  first  compiled  in  Barcelona ; 
and  it  is  in  the  Mediterranean,  where  commerce 
was  preyed  upon  by  the  Barbary  corsairs,  that  we 


year  1353,  27  Edward'III.,  provides,  "  that  no  for- 
eign merchant  shall  be  troubled  or  impeded,  dec, 
provided,  that  if  afly  of  our  liege  subjects,  mer- 
chants, or  others,  be  injured  by  any  lords  of  for- 
eign lands,  or  their  subjects,  and  the  said  lords, 
upon  due  request,  refuse  to  do  justice,  we  sJuiU  have 
the  right  of  mark  and  reprisals^  as  has  been  used  in 


should  expect  to  find  the  practice  of  private  cruis- 1  time  past."— 3/art«w,  page  12,  note.     An  ordinance 


ing  most  prevalent.     Letters  of  marque  and  repri- 
sals were  issued  upon  the  petition  of  a  subject, 
who  complained  of  injustice  done  to  him  by  some 
foreign  Prince  or  subject,  and  they  empowered  the 
party  receiving  them,  whether  an  individual  or  a 
community,  to  obtain  satisfaction  by  seizing  the 
goods  of  any  subject  of  the  offending  State.    They 
were  limited  to  the  restitution  of  what  had  been 
unjustly  taken  or  withheld,  or  compensation  in 
damages  for  the  injury  suffered.     Reprisals  are 
sometimes  spoken  of  as  a  means  of  preserving  I 
peace,  because  wrongs  were  thus  remedied  by  a  i 
sort  of  violence,  which  is  compared  to  that  used  \ 
in  the  execution  of  legal  sentences  between  sub-  [ 
jects  of  the  same  State,  without  the  extreme  resort  j 
of  war  t      The  earliest  instance  of  reprisals  re- ; 
corded  in  England,  was  in  1295,  when  Edward  I. ' 
granted  to  a  subject,  "  licentiam  marcandi  homi- ' 
nes  et  subditos  de  regno  Portugalliae  et  bona  eorum 
per  terram  et  mare." — Rymtr.  vol.  2,  page  691 ;  J 
Anderson,  vol.  1,  page  136.     It  does  not  seem  to  ! 
have  been  considered   necessary   to   be  provided 
with  letters  of  reprisals  until  tne  fourteenth  cen- ! 


of  Charles  VI.  of  France,  of  December  7,  1400, 
forbids  any  subject  to  fit  out  ships  at  his  own  ex- 
j)ense,  for  carrying  on  war  against  enemies,  with- 
out license  first  obtained  from  the  admiral  or  his 
lieutenant. — Code  des  Prises,  tome  1,  page  1.  Roh- 
inson,  Coll.  Mar.  75.  Martens,  page  18.*  From 
this  ordinance,  and  from  other  documents,  it  is 
probable,  that  in  the  fifteenth  century  commissions 
oegan  to  be  issued  to  private  subjects,  in  the  time 
of  war,  similar  to  those  which  were  granted  for 
making  repri.sals  in  time  of  peace.  They  retained 
and  still  retain  the  name  of  letters  of  marque  and 
reprisal ;"  and,  at  this  day,  the  issuing  of  them  is 
often  the  first  declaration  of  war.  It  is,  however, 
very  certain,  that  the  practice  of  granting  com- 
missions to  privateers  did  not  become  general  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  .sixteenth  century.  The  first 
instance,  in  which  their  aid  appears  to  have  been 
considered  important  in  carrying  on  the  war,  was, 
in  the  contest  between  Spain  and  her  revolted 
provinces  of  the  Low  Countries,  which  begtin  in 
1569.  In  1570,  the  Prince  of  Orange,  in  the  hope 
of  replenishing  his  impoverished  finances  by  seiz- 


tury,  and  no  mention  is  made  of  them  in  treaties  j  ing  on  the  money  sent  from  Spain  to  the  Nether- 
prior  to  that  time. — Martens,  note,  page  10.  The  lands,  issued  commissions  to  many  of  his  adhe- 
right  of  making  reprisals  is  said  to  have  belonged  j  rents,  authorizing  them  to  cruise  against  the  shipr» 
to  every  magistrate,  and  even  to  private  subjects,  !  of  SpainJLA  considerable  fleet  was  equipjied,  and, 
until  the  reign  of  Charles  VII.,  in  France.^ — Puf- ,  increasing  daily  in  number,  they  soon  became  ter- 
fendorf,  de  Jure  Nat.,  ^c,  lib.  8,  et^p.  9,  sec.  13,  note  !  rible  by  their  depredations,  not  only  on  the  com- 
2.  A  law  was  made  in  France  concerning  them,  merce  of  Spain  and  the  Netherlands,  but  on  that 
in  1345. — Martens.  There  are  frequent  instances  |  of  their  own  and  of  other  countries.  It  is  .''aid 
in  Rymer,  in  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  centu- '  that  their  country  suffered  from  them  not  less  than 
ries.§     An  act  of  the  English  Parliament,  of  the  |  from  the  despotism  and  cruelty  of  Alva.     As  the 

_ i  confederated  reformists  had  themselves  been  called 

•  Martena,  page  6.  And  this  la  the  aaaeriion  of  Gi-  in  derision  gtieux,  or  beggars,!  these  freebooters 
annoi,  in  hia  Histor}'  of  Naples,  book  xi^  chap  6.  But  1  were  called  gneux  de  met,  or  sea-boggars. — English 
nee  notes  to  the  preface  of  Robinson's  tranj>lationa  o(  Univ.  Hist.,  vol.  xvii.,  page  388.  Many  of  ihein 
the  prize  chapters.    The  chapters  relating  to  this  sub-    were  punished  by  Siiain  and  other  nations  as  pi- 


ject  were  probably  added  at  a  period  subsequent  to  the 
original  compilation. 

t  Pufifendorf  defines  them,  "  violentc  executionea  in 
civea  aat  bona  civium  alterius  reipublics,  qus  justi- 
tiam  adminislrare  detreclat." — De  Jure  Aa/.  4-c.,  lib. 
8,  e.  6,  see.  13. 

^  This  is  probably  a  mistake  for  Charles  VI.  See 
hia  ordinance  mentioned  aflerwardn. 

§  Vol.  viii.  page  96 — Fr.  ed.  vol.  lit.  part  4.  page  166, 
year  1399 — letters  granted  by  Henry  IV.  commanding 
his  admirals  and  other  officers  to  seize  the  ships  and 
goods  of  subjects  of  the  Earl  of  Holland  in  English 
ports,  reciting,  with  great  care,  the  previous  demands 
and  refusal  of  justice.  Rymer,  Fr.  ed.,  vol.  iv.,  part  1.. 
page  161,  year  1409 — granted,  by  Henry  IV.  to  the 
Sieur  de  Casteillon  to  enforce  the  performance  of  con- 
tracts made  with  him  by  the  subjects  of  the  King  of 
Arragon,  commanding  all  public  officers  to  assist  him, 
and  to  keep  all  prizes  safe  in  their  fortresses  till  the 
contracts  are  fulfilled.  Rymer,  Eng.  ed.,  vol.  viii.,  page 
717,  year  1411 — against  the  Genoese.     Rymer,  Eng. 


rates,  not  so  much,  it  is  said,  on  account  of  their 
excesses,  as  of  the  supposed  illegality  of  their  com- 
missions.— Martens,  chap.  I,  sec.  7.  The  French, 
however,  may  probably  claim  the  distinction  of 

ed.,  vol.  viii.,  page  755,  year  1412 — against  the  peraons 
and  goods  of  the  French,  limited  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  actual  damage.  Anderson,  vol.  i.,  page  239 — anoth- 
er instance  against  the  Genoese,  limited  in  sum,  year 
1413.  In  the  year  1379,  Richard  II.  is  said  to  have 
granted  to  the  people  of  Dartmouth  a  general  cruising 
commission  against  the  French;  and  in  1385,  the  in- 
habitants of  that  town  took  some  French  vessels. 

*  An  English  act  of  Parliament  to  the  same  effect 
was  passed,  A.  D.  1414,  2  Henry  V.,  c.  6 ;  and  a  law 
of  the  Emperor  Maximilian  respecting  the  Admiralty 
of  the  Low  Countries  in  1487,  ordered  "  that  no  per- 
son should  fit  out  a  ship  for  a  cruise  without  the  ex- 
press permission  of  the  admiral  or  his  lieutenant" 
Martens  on  Privateers,  page  18. 

t  De  Thou,  tome  v. 
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having  first  sent  out,  in  any  considerable  numbers, 
these  scourges  of  the  sea.  Their  code  exhibits  the 
most  ancient  regulations  concerning  privateers ; 
and,  it  is  well  known,  that  their  maritime  laws 
have  always  been  the  most  severe  against  the  com- 
merce of  neutrals.  De  Thou  relates,*  that,  in  1555, 
the  French  King,  having  received  advice  that  sev- 
eral Dutch  ships  of  great  burden  were  returning 
from  Spain,  laden  with  every  sort  of  valuable  In- 
dia goods,  gave  orders  to  the  inhabitants  of  Dieppe 
unquestionably  the  most  experienced  mariners  in 
France,  to  equip  such  vessels  as  they  could  find  in 
the  ports  on  the  coast  of  Normandy,  and  seize  this 
rich  fleet.  The  privateersmen  of  Dieppe,!  having 
fitted  out  for  cruising  nineteen  ships  and  six  brig- 
aniines,  under  the  command  of  Epineville,  a  cele- 
brated manner,  met  the  Dutch  opposite  to  Dover. 
A  most  obstinate  battle  ensued,  which  lasted  six 
hours.  Many  ship>  on  both  sides  were  burned  ; 
the  flames  drove  the  French  from  their  own  ships 
into  those  of  the  enemy,  and,  having  more  men, 
they  made  many  of  them  prizes.  The  Dutch  lost 
a  thousand  men,  and  the  French  four  hundred. 

The  English  seem  not  to  have  been  slow  in  im- 
itating the  example  set  them  by  the  French  and 
Dutch.  In  the  year  1586,  we  are  tcld  by  the  au- 
thor last  quoted,;  before  war  had  been  declared  be- 
tween England  and  Spain,  Philip  II.  seized  and 
confiscated  the  goods  of  the  English  merchants. 
The  English,  under  pretence  of  reprisals,  set  them- 
selves to  pirating  over  the  whole  ocean,  hara.ssing 
the  navigation  not  only  of  the  Spanish  and  their 
allies,  but  even  of  the  people  of  the  Low  Coun- 
tries, whom  they  robbed  without  di:>tinction.  The 
merchants  of  the  United  Provinces  in  vain  sought 
redress  in  the  English  admiralty.  But  the  Uueen, 
Elizabeth,  wearied  by  the  complaints  which  came 
to  her  from  all  quarters,  made  severe  regulations, 
requiring  cruisers  to  give  security  not  to  med- 
dle with  anv  ships  but  those  of  Spain,  and  not 
to  dispose  01  their  prizes  till  they  had  been  reg- 
ularly condemned  in  the  Admiralty.  "  The  pira- 
cies," says  De  Thou,  were  checked  for  a  time 
by  these  decrees  ;  but  means  were  soon  found  to 
evade  them,  under  pretence  of  privileges,  or  by 
means  of  subtleties,  which  persons  in  power  con- 
nived at."§     Spain  and  England,  shortly  after  the 

*  Hist  tome  ii.,  page  633. 

t  Les  armateurs  de  Dieppe  ayant  arroe  en  course, 
&c 

t  De  Thou,  Hist,  tome  ix.,  p.  545. 

§  See  in  Robinaon*s  Coll.  Mar.  a  proclamation  of 
Elizabeth,  of  the  year  1602,  reciting  the  great  extent 
of  the  piracies  complained  of,  and  forbidding  any  man 
of  war  to  be  fitted  out  without  license  and  surety. 
The  preamble  refers  to  other  laws  and  orders  lately 
published,  "  upon  the  growing  on  of  these  fowl  crimes 
and  piracies  colored  by  other  voyages."  And  in  the 
Statuta  Admiralitatis  of  Master  Rowghton,  printed  in 
Gierke's  Praxis,  p.  161,  we  have  an  ordinance  of  1591, 
requiring  presentment  to  be  made  of  all  those  that 
since  the  late  proclamation  have  had  traffic  with  the 
leaguers  in  France,  and  of  all  who  have  set  out  ships 
wiUiout  commission,  and  to  inquire  what  ships  and 
goods  have  been  taken  at  sea  without  commission, 
and  of  breaking  bulk  and  disposing  of  prites  before 


depredations  committed  under  the  commissions  of 
the  Prince  of  Orange,  issued  commissions  to  great 
numbers  of  privateers.     The  expeditions  of  Drake 
and  Frobisher  are  said  to  have  been  of  this  na- 
ture.*    In   1625,  James  I.  found  it  neces>ary  to 
is.sue  letters  patent  addressed  to  the  High  Admiral, 
reciting  the  great  losses  and  damages  sustained  by 
many  of  his  subjects,  by  the  surprismg  and  taking 
of  their  lihips  and  goods  by  the  subjects  of  Spain 
in  the  Low  Countries,  and  by  those  of  the  States 
General,  and  that  justice  having  been  demanded 
I  in  vain,  his  subjects  had  made  humble  suit  to  him 
for  letters  of  reprisals.     He  therefore  requires  the 
[  Admiral  to  grant  commissions  for  taking  the  ships 
j  of  the   Low   Countries   and    Slates   General   to 
I  such  of  his  subjects  as  had  been  so  damnified.f 
In  1627,  Charles  I.  granted  reprisals  against  the 
I  French  to  such  of  his  subjects  as  had  had  ships  or 
j  goods  taken  by  the  French,  and  a  war  followed  in 
j  the  same  year. — Ahdecson,  vol.  ii.  p.  27.     In  that 
I  same  year,  too,  we  are   told    that  Charles  was 
;  obliged  to  fit  out  an  armament  to  protect  the  coal 
trade  against  privateers  from  the  Spanish  Nether- 
lands.— Anderson,  vol.  ii.  p.  29.     The  Dutch  war 
for  independence  ended  in  1648.     Towards  the 
close  of  it,  in  1643  and  1645,  the  placarts  or  de- 
crees of  the  States  General  held  out  great  encour- 
agement to  privateers. — Martens,  26.     In  that  long 
continued  contest,  the  use  of  these  instruments  had 
become  familiar.     Treaties  and  laws  were  made 
for  defining  their  rights,  and  preventing  the  abuses 
to  which  they  were  found  to  have  so  strong  a  ten- 
dency.^    But  new  discords  kept  alive  the  spirit  of 

sentence  of  the  admiralty,  and  what  captains,  6cc., 
under  color  of  commission  of  reprisal,  have  boarded, 
taken,  Ac,  ships  of  England,  France,  dtc,  Holland, 
Zealand,  &,c. 

•  Martens,  p.  26.  .And  in  the  debate  upon  Pulte- 
ney's  act  for  encouraging  privateers.  1739,  Pulteney 
argues  from  this,  as  an  instance  of  the  spirit  and 
power  with  which  private  adventurers  could  act.  **  It 
was,"  he  says,  •*  to  private  adventurers  that  all  the 
success  of  F'rancis  Drake  was  owing." — Pari.  Deb. 
vol.  xvii.  p.  415.  We  have  great  doubts,  however, 
whether  these  expeditions  are  to  be  classed  with 
cruises  of  privateers.  Drake's  was  an  expedition 
fitted  out  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  Spain  in  her  v 
home  dominions.  Elizabeth  furnished  about  £30,000 
and  several  ships,  and  Drake  and  his  associates  sup- 
plied the  residue.  The  spoils  were  to  be  equally  di- 
vided between  the  Queen  and  the  fleet. — De  Thou, 
vol.  X.  p.  693.  There  is  an  important  difference  be- 
tween the  employment  of  ships  equipped  at  private 
expense,  but  hired  by  the  public,  and  sailing  in  fleets 
with  the  public  forces,  under  the  government  of  naval 
officers,  and  cruises  performed  by  one  or  more  ships 
under  the  orders  of  private  adventurers. —  See  also  Lee 
on  Captures,  p.  199.  It  seems  to  have  been  an  an- 
cient practice  to  use  in  warlike  expeditions  ships  un- 
der the  wages  of  the  King,  and  to  give  them  a  part  of 
the  prizes.  See  the  ancient  articles  of  the  Admiralty 
subjoined  to  Gierke's  Praxis,  p.  163,  A.  19. 

t  Rymer,  Fr.  Ed.  vol.  vii,  part  4,  p.  185. 

I  Martens,  p.  26.  Voet  ad  Pand.  vol.  ii,  p.  602, 
speaks  of  the  "  naves  privatorum  prsdatorias  permis- 
sione  ordinum  instructas,"  and  cites  the  Admiralty  in- 
structions of  the   13th  August,  1597,  and  decrees  of 
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plunder,  and  privateers  still  found  favor,  as  a  cheap  ; 
means  of  carrying  on  war  through  the  instigation  ' 
of  private  avarice.     In  1634,  disputes  began  be- 
tween the  English   and    Dutch.     The   northern 
fishing,  and  the  sovereignty  claimed  by  the  Brit- 
ish in  the  narrow  seas,  were  the  chief  subjects  of 
contention.     England,  in  the  mean   while,  was 
disturbed  by  civil  wars,  and  the  Parliament  party 
was  not  likely  to  omit  any  means  of  annoyance 
which  had  heretofore  been  employed  with  success. 
In  1643,  exasperated  by  the  cessation  of  arms  in 
Ireland,  "  they  forbade  all  masters  of  ships  to  bring 
over  any  oflBcers  or  soldiers,  on  j)enalty  of  the  for- 
feiture of  their  vessels,  and  give  letters  of  marque 
to  merchants  and  others  who  would  fit  out  ships 
at  their  own  expense,  empowering  them  to  take  to 
their  own  profit  all  such  ships  and  goods  as  they 
should  meet  coming  over  with  soldiers  or  warlike 
stores  for  the  King."*     The  friends  of  the  King 
were  not  slow  in  retaliating  this  measure,  for  in 
1644  the  goods  of  the  merchants  trading  in  France 
were  seized,  and  letters  of  marque  granted  against 
all  that  adhered  to  the  Parliament. —  Whitelocke,  p. 
130.     Of  the  activity  of  private  cruisers  in  the 
hostilities  which  ensued,  the  reader  may  satisfy 
him^lf  by  referring  to  the  book  last  quoted,  where 
he  will  find  instances  of  mutual  depredation  more 
numerous  than  we  have  any  disposition  to  record. 
Doubtless,  the  practice  was  attended  with  much 
abuse  and  licentiousness.     In  the  year  1650,  April 
16,  "  an  act  was  passed  for  preventing  wrongs  and 
abuses  done  to  merchants  at  sea,  and  prohibiting 
mariners  from  serving  foreign  Princes  or  States 
without  license. —  Whittlocke,  p.  451.     Soon  after 
this,  in  1652,  the  Parliament  and  the  Dutch  came 
to  open  hostilities,  and  an  active  course  of  priva- 
teering commenced  between  them.f     From  their 
near  neighborhood  and  their  former  habits,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  during  this  two  years'  contest 
they  kept  up  this  sort  of  warfare  in  its  worst  form. 
The  restoration  of  the  King  made  no  alteration 
in  the  policy  of  the  English,  as  it  respected  their 
rivals,  the  Dutch.    The  scheme  of  maritime  superi- 
ority was  carried  on  in  the  same  spirit  which  had 
dictated  the  navigation  act.  Privateers  found  great 
favor  in  the  eyes  of  the^ourt,+  and  the  passage  we 

Ut  April,  1602,  and  28th  January,  1631,  and  be  adda, 
that  the  liecrecs  of  the  9th  August,  1624,  and  22 J 
October,  1627,  required  all  prizea  to  be  brought  into 
port  before  breaking  bulk,  "  that  the  republic  and 
others  might  not  be  defrauded  of  their  due  portion  of 
the  plunder." 

•  Neal'a  History  of  the  Puritans,  ch.  12.  White- 
locke  saya,  "  they  granted  letters  of  marque  against  ail 
such  aa  had  taken  up  arms  against  the  Parliament,  or 
assisted  the  Irish  rebels." — Memorials,  p.  76,  year 
UM3. 

t  July  19.  New  letters  of  marque  granted  by  the 
States  againrt  the  English.  12th  August.  A  Dutch 
private  man  of  war  taken  and  sunk  by  two  English 
ketches. —  Whiteloeke,  pp.  539,  541,  and  see  pages 
545,  547. 

^This  may  be  inferred  from  the  treaty  made  be- 
tween the  Dutch  and  Charles  II.  in  1674,  which  Pos- 
tlethwait  \^Dict.  Art.  Privateer]  saya  "  is  fit  to  be  a 
standard  to  all  nations."     The  preamble  runs  thus : 


are  about  to  quote  from  the  Life  of  Clarendon  will 
show  that  this  is  an  important  epoch  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  practice.     It  is  the  more  remarkable^  as 
it  is  from  the  pen  of  that  virtuous  Chancellor  him- 
self    It  relates  to  the  period,  1664,  when  the  Min- 
isters of  Charles  II.  provoked  a  new  war  with  the 
Dutch,  in  the  prosecution  of  their  great  design  of 
becoming  the  exclusive  ma.sters  of  the  commerce. 
"  It  was  resolved,  that  all  possible  encourage- 
ment should  b<?  given  to  privateers,  that  is,  to  as 
many  as  would  take  commissions  from  the  Admi- 
ral to  set  out  vessels  of  war,  as  they  call  them,  to 
take  prizes  from  the  enemy ;  which  no  articles  or 
obligations  can  restrain  from  all  the  villany  they 
can   act,   and   are  a   people,  how  countenanced 
soever,  or  thought  necessary,  that  do  bring  an  un- 
avoidable scandal,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  a  curse 
upon  the  justest  war  that  was  ever  made  at  set. 
Besides  the  horrible  scandal  and  clamor  that  this 
class  of  men  brought  upon  the  King  and  the  whole 
Government  for  defect  of  justice,  the  prejudice 
which  resulted  from  thence  to  the  public,  and  to 
the  carrying  on  the  service,  is  unspeakable.     All 
seamen  run  to  them,  and  though  the  King  now 
assigned  an  ample  share  of  all  prizes  taken  by  his 
own  ships  to  the  seamen,  over  and  above  their 
wages,  yet  there  was  a  great  difference  between 
the  condition  of  the  one  and  the  other.     In  the 
King's  fleet  they  might  gain  well,  but  they  were 
sure  of  blows;  nothing  could  be  got  there  without 
fighting.     With  the  privateers  there  was  rarely 
fighting.     They  took  all  who  could  make  little 
resistance,  and  fled  from  all  who  were  too  strong 
for  them.     And   so   these   fellows   were  always 
well  manned,  when  the  King^  ships  were  com- 
pelled to  stay  many  days  for  want  of  men,  who 
were  raised  by  pressing,  and  with  great  difficul- 
ty."— p.  242.     From  this  time  privateers  have  been 
common  in  all  wars  between  maritime  countries, 
and  Governments  have  endeavored,  by  the  most 
liberal  encouragements,  to  increase  their  number 
I  and  whet  their  thirst  of  plunder.     At  the  same 
time  the  evils  suffered  from  them,  and  the  loud 
i  complaints  of  neutrals,  have  caused  various  expe- 
dients to  be  resorted  to  for  checking  their  excesses, 
while  their  use  has  been  continued.     The  great 
I  increase  and  wider  extent  of  commerce  have  added 
to  the  opi)ortunities  and  the  temptations  forgrow- 
I  ing  rich  by  this  sort  of  authorized  violence ;  and 
it  has  hitherto  been   found  impossible  to  impose 
any  effectual  restraints  upon  forces  of  so  low  a 
character,  and  called  into  action  by  motives  so 
unworthy  and  sordid.* 

"and  whereas  the  masters  of  merchaat  ships,  and 
likewise  the  manners  and  passengers,  do  sometimes 
suffer  many  cruelties  and  barbarous  usages  when  they 
are  brought  under  the  power  of  ships  which  take 
prizes  in  time  of  war,  the  takers  in  an  inhuman  man- 
ner tormenting  them,  thereby  to  extort  from  them 
such  confessions  as  they  would  have  to  be  made,  it  is 
agreed  that  both  his  Majesty  and  the  Lords,  the  States 
General,  shall,  by  the  severest  proclamations  or  pla- 
carts,  forbid  all  such  heinous  and  inhuman  offences," 
&f.  There  was  an  article  with  France  to  the  same 
purport,  in  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht. 

*  Immediately  after  the  war  of  1756  had  commenced, 
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From  this  historical  deduction,  it  appears,  1st. 
That  the  practice  of  privateering  is  truly  what  it 
has  been  called,  "  a  remnant  of  the  ancient  piracy," 
and  has  its  root  and  origin  in  the  general  license 
of  plundering,  which  we  justly  regard  as  the  vice 
of  a  barbarous  and  lawless  age.  2d.  That  the 
public  commissions,  under  which  it  is  now  carried 
on.  were  expedients  adopted  when  the  world  began 
to  assume  a  more  regular  and  settled  form ;  the 
first  step  towards  a  state  of  society  more  consistent 
with  reason  and  humanity.  3d.  That  at  first, 
letters  of  reprisals  authorized  the  seizing  of  goods 
on  the  land,  as  well  as  at  sea.  •  4th.  That  the 
first  notice  we  have  of  privateering  to  any  con- 
siderable extent,  is  the  measure  to  which,  in  the 
out.set  of  the  war  of  the  Netherlands,  poverty  and 
revenge  drove  the  Prince  of  Orange;  and  that 
these  privateers  became  notorious  for  their  piratical 
depredations.  If,  before  that  it  was  practised  by 
the  French,  it  was  not  under  circumstances  more 
honorable,  nor  with  less  cruelty.  5th.  That  the 
practice  has  always  continued  to  answer  well  to 
its  original ;  privateers  having  been,  in  earlier  and 
later  times,  the  *'  scourges  of  neutral  commerce," 
a  continual  theme  of  complaint  to  neutral  Powers. 
the  causes  of  new  wars,  subjects  of  negotiation  in 
treaties,  and  of  frequent  restrictive  laws;  but  still 
eluding  all  attempts  to  put  a  stop  to  their  abuses, 
and  reverting  to  their  primitive  character. 

It  is  now  time  to  turn  our  attention  for  a  mo- 
ment to  the  practice  of  war  upon  land,  and  here 
we  are  at  once  struck  with  a  strange  difference  in 
conduct  and  opinions.  It  would  seem  that,  while 
we  have  been  growing  more  refined  and  generous 
in  hostilities  by  land,  we  have  certainly  not  im- 
proved, and,  it  is  to  be  feared,  have  even  become 
less  attentive  to  considerations  of  equity  and  hu- 
manity, in  our  maritime  warfare.  We  can  claim, 
in  this  respect,  no  superiority  over  the  men  of  two 
centuries  ago.  Like  them,  we  set  upon  the  peace- 
ful merchant  to  rob  him  of  his  property,  and  if 
those  to  whom  he  has  intrusted  it  defend  it  faith- 
fully, we  suffer  no  tenderness  for  life  to  keep  us 
from  our  booty.  On  the  land,  do  we  ever  hear  of 
an  honorable  commander's  delivering  up  to  pillage 
a  captured  city,  unless  induced  by  some  extraor- 
dinary violation  of  the  rules  of  honorable  warfare 
in  the  enemy  ?  Does  he  ever  seize  the  merchan- 
dise of  the  inhabitants,  or  disturb  them  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  their  trades  ?  Why,  then,  on  the  sea 
should  captured  ships  and  the  goods  they  are 
freighted  with,  pursuing  peacefully  their  course, 
and  engaged  in  the  useful  interchange  of  the  pro- 
ducts of  different  lands,  become  a  prey  to  the  rapa- 
cious cruiser?  The  most  that  is  allowed  upon  the 
land,  is  the  exaction  of  a  tribute,  and  even  of  this 

the  EngUsh  privateers  began  to  swarm  in  the  Channel, 
and  to  commit  depredations  opon  the  commerce  of 
firieodly  nations.  The  Dutch  complained,  and  in  1759 
an  act  was  passed,  prohibiting  commissions  to  any 
▼easel  under  one  hundred  tons  burden  and  forty  men. — 
Smol/ett'a  Contin.  vol.  vi.  p.  151—294. 

*  See  letters  granted  by  Edward  I.  ante,  p.  175,  and 
the  form  in  Rymer,  vol.  iv.  part  1.  p.  161,  French 
edition.  « 
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we  suspect  the  instances  are  becoming  rare,  and  it 
is  regarded  as  somewhat  disgraceful.  But  even 
if  the  commander  of  an  invading  army  forbears  to 
touch  any  property,  but  that  of  the  sovereign,  what 
should  we  say  if  bands  of  private  adventurers  were 
commissioned  to  enter  the  enemy's  borders  to  rob 
and  pillage  for  their  own  profit?  Should  we  not 
regard  it  much  in  the  same  light  as  we  should  the 
use  of  poison,  or  assassination,  or  infernal  ma- 
chines?* 

How,  then,  shall  we  reconcile  this  inconsistency? 
A  late  writer  has,  we  think,  given  the  trueaccoimt 
of  it.  The  jealousy  of  commerce  has  entered  much 
into  all  the  wars  between  maritime  countries  from 
the  time  of  Cromwell's  war  with  the  Dutch.  To 
exhaust  the  commercial  resources  of  the  enemy, 
and  so  to  cripple  his  trade,  that  he  may  not  be  able 
to  resume  it  upon  fair  terms  of  competition,  when 
peace  shall  be  restored,  has  been  one  of  the  objects 
proposed  by  one  or  the  other  of  the  belligerent 
Powers.  Privateers,  as  the  most  destructive  as- 
sailants of  commerce,  have,  for  this  cause,  been 
encouraged  and  protected,  and  the  exemption 
granted  upon  the  land  to  the  property  of  peaceful 
subjects  has  been  denied  at  sea.  "  From  thence 
arises  that  striking  inconclusiveness,  f  [inconsis- 
tency] which  has  been  so  frequently  declaimed 
against,  thpt  whilst  in  wars  on  the  continent,  the 
civilized  nations  of  Europe  (so  long  as  they  do 
not  betray  that  character)  endeavor  to  make  the 
burden  of  it  fall  as  lightly  as  possible  on  the  peacea- 
ble subjects  of  the  enemy,  and  that  they  respect 
their  property  in  consideration  of  a  contribution 
levied  by  authorizing  pillage  only  in  some  extra- 
ordinary cases,  the  barbarous  practice  has  been 
retained,  in  maritime  wars,  of  depriving  hostile 
subjects  of  their  ships  and  their  cargoes  by^  pro- 
hibiting now,  almost  universally,  the  acceptance 
of  a  ransom."  + — Martens  on  Privateers,  p.  22. 

That  some  cause,  like  that  here  suggested,  has 
retarded  the  progress  of  civilization  in  the  customs 
of  maritime  war,  can  hardly  be  doubted,  when  we 
consider  how  many  of  the  most  distinguished 
writers,  ancient  and  modern,  have  declared  their 
disapprobation  of  the  practice  of  privateering.  To 
begin  with  Albericus  Gentilis,  who  was  professor 
of  law  in  one  of  the  English  universities,  from  the 
year  1582  to  his  death  in  1608.  Privateers,  as  we 
have  seen,  had  then  first  began  to  be  used  to  any 
considerable  extent,  and  to  be  recognised  by  stipu- 


*  As  to  what  are  unlawful  arms,  see  Martens,  Precis 
du  Droit  des  Gens,  t.  ii.  p.  351,  and  also  as  to  the 
difference  in  the  rules  respecting  property  on  land  and 
at  sea. 

t  We  copy  from  the  English  translation,  published 
in  1801. 

^  It  appears  that  in  Holland,  by  an  edict  of  the  £«rl 
of  Leicester,  of  4ih  April,  15^6,  all  captures,  whether 
by  land  or  eea,  were  brought  before  one  tribunal,  and 
the  counsellors  of  the  States  of  Holland  formerly,  aa 
appears  from  their  ancient  forms  in  1590,  adjudged 
upon  the  plunder  obtained  by  the  soldiers  on  the  land. 
But,  aays  Bynkershoek,  '*I  do  not  find  this  in  their 
new  form,  4th  October,  1670,  nor  is  it  observed  ia 
practice." — Quest.  Jur.  Puh.  lib.  i.  cap.  18. 
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lations  in  treaties.  *    Gen  til  is,  in  his  book  De  Ad- 
Tocatione  Hupanica^  speaks  of  them  under  no  other 
name  than  "pirates,"  and  will  not  admit  them  to 
be  entitled  to  any  better  consideration.     Grotius 
says  it  is  worth  inquiring  how  far  the  right  of 
private  captures  may  be  carried,  without  violating 
internal  justice  or  charity,  f     And  after  showing 
that,  by  the  law  of  nature,  no  injustice  is  done  to 
the  enemy,  if  the  plunder  be  confined  to  a  compen- 
sation for  the  injury  which  caused  the  war,  he 
adds   that,   "although  justice,  strictly  speaking, 
may  not  be  violated,  yet  there  may  be  an  offence 
against  that  moral  duty  which  consists  in  loving 
others,  as  by  the  law  of  Christianity  we  are  espe- 
cially commanded ;  as  if  it  should  appear  that  such 
depredation  will  fall,  not  upon  the  hostile  com- 
monwealth, or  the  sovereign,  or  those  who  are  in 
themselves  guilty,  but  upon  the  innocent,  and  that 
it  will  reduce  them  to  such  a  measure  of  distress 
as  it  would  not  be  lawful  for  us  to  inflict  even 
upon  our  private  debtors.     But  if,  in  addition  to 
this,  such  depredation  will  neither  be  of  g:rcat  effect 
in  putting  an  end  to  the  war,  nor  in  cutting  off  the 
enemy's  strength,   then,  indeed,  an  honest  man, 
and  more  especially  a  Christian,  will  scorn  to  profit 
by  the  calamity  ot  the  times.*' — LH).  3,  cJuip.  xviii. 
§  4.     From  this  and  other  passages  of  Grotius  it 
cannot  be  doubted  in  what  light  he  regarded  pri- 
vateering as  in  fact  carried  on.     We  have  already 
quoted  the  opinion  of  Clarendon,  than  which  none 
can  be  entitled  to  greater  respect.     The  treatise  of 
Molloy,  De  Jure  Maritimo,  was  first  published  in 
1676;  many  editions  have  been  published  since 
that  time,  and   its  reputation  is  deservedly  great. 
"Most  certain,"  says  this  writer,  "these  sorts  of 
capers,  or  privateers,  being  instruments  found  out 
but  of  later  ages,  and  it  is  well  known  by  wiiom, 
it  were  well  they  were  restrained  by  consent  of 
all  princes ;  since  all  good  men  account  them  but 
one  remove  from  pirates,  who,  without  any  respect 
to  the  cause,  or  having  any  injury  done  them,  or 
so  much  as  hired  for  the  service,  spoil  men  and 
goods,  making  even   a  trade   and   calling  of  it, 
amidst  the  calamities  of  war." — fi<»A  1.  cfiap.  iii. 
§  15.    The  compilation,  entitled  "  Sea  Laws,"  was 
published  early  in  the  last  century.     We  find  in  it 
this  passage:  "Our  laws  take  not  much  notice  of 
these  privateers,  because  the  manner  of  warring  is 
new  and  not  very  honorable,  but  the  diligence  of 
our  enemies  in  tKis  piratical  way  obliges  us  to  be 
also  as  diligent  for  the  preservation  of  our  com- 
merce."— p.  472.     So  Beawes,  whose  Lex  Merca- 

*  Bynkershoek,  Q.  J.  P.  lib.  i,  cap.  18.  seems  to 
refer  the  origin  of  privateering  to  the  war  of  the  United 
Provinces  with  Spain,  for  he  mentions  no  earlier  in- 
stance. '*  Olim  in  Belgio  fcedcrato  fuerunt  privati, 
qui  ipsi  naves  heljicas  exercebant.  quibusque,  prster 
premia,  ex  captis  ct  recuperatis  navjbus  reJacta,  ex 
pablico  srario  numerabatur  certa  pecunia  pro  mode 
IBpensarum,  et  pro  modo  temporis,  quo  operam  belli- 
cam  prsstabant.  Ills  naves  [irivatorum  dicebantur 
Kruyssers,  usque  aJversus  Hi&panos  cum  maxime  usi 
sunt  Ordines  Generales." 

'{'"Id  veto  quatenus  procedat,  illssa  ju^titia  interna 
et  charitate,  non  immerito  queritur." — Lib.  3.  cap. 
xviii.  §  2.         .  , 


toria  was  compiled  in  1750,  "  The  use  of  these 
sort  of  vessels  we  were  taught  by  our  neighbors, 
and  obliged  by  their  example  to  encourage  them," 
&c. — p.  207.     Loccenius,  who  was  professor  at 
Upsal  in  1670,  seems,  like  Gentiiis,  to  nave  known 
no  distinction  between  privateering  and  piracy 
His  words  are,  "  When  a  naval  war  is  unavoida- 
ble, it  is  far  better  to  assail  the  enemy  with  domes- 
tic levies  or  hired  marines,  under  officers  and  dis- 
cipline, or  to  depend  on  the  aid  of  allies,  than  to^ 
give  license  to  pirates,  the  vilest  of  mankind,  who, 
once  authorized  to  plunder, soon  forget  all  restraint, 
and  spare  not  even  friends,  nor  those  who  have 
never  injured  them  or  their  employers."*     If  we 
come  down  to  more  modern  times,  we  find  Ma- 
bly  t  and  Galliani^  supporting  the  justice  and  ex- 
pediency of  exempting  commerce  from  the  calam- 
ities of  war.    But  especially  Linguet,  whose  essay 
we  would  quote  entire,  if  it  were  possible,  has  ex- 
posed, in  the  clearest  manner,  the  absurd  contra- 
diction in  practice,  to  which  we  have  already  re- 
ferred.§     "  It  is,"  to  use  his  words,  "  one  among  a 
thousand  proofs  of  the  confusion,  barbarism,  and 
extravagance  of  all  our  principles,  of  every  sort. 
Whence  comes  this  difference  between  fleets  and 
armies,  squadrons  and  regiments,  corsairs  and  hus- 
sars ?''     He  thus  concludes  a  glowing  description 
of  the   circumstances   which    principally  give   a 
character  to  privateering:  "  It  is  cowardly,  for  lis 
object  is  to  attack  the  unarmed;  it  is  odious,  for 
it  has  no  other  principle  than  a  base  self-interest ; 
it  is  barbarous,  for  the  flying  merchant  ship  is 
compelled  to  submit  by  murderous  broadsides;  nor 
is  it  uncommon  for  a  part  of  the  crew,  at  the  mo- 
ment of  striking  the  flag,  to  be  slaughtered  by  th»' 
balls  that  brought  the  order  for  striking.'     Mar- 
tens has  expressed  himself  in   language  not  les> 
clear  and  decisive.     "Glory  and  duly  call  an  offi- 
cer to  fight  the  enemy,  whenever  the  interest  of 
his  sovereign  is  concerned,  and  honur  is  the  best 
reward  for  his  labors  and  his  danger> ;  it  is  not  so 
with  the  privateer.     Indifl'erent  to  the  fate  of  the 
war,  and  often  of  his  country,  he  has  no  other  in- 
ducement but  the  love  of  gain,  no  other  recom- 
pense but  his  captures  and  the  prizes  conferred  by 
the  State  on  his  privileged  piracies.     To  encour- 
age individuals  to  fit  out  privateers  at  considerable 
expense,  it  is  necessary  to  present  them  the  allure- 
ment of  a  rich  booty,  and,  by  prescribing  them  a 
moderation,  which  they  are  fully  determined  not 
to  observe,  not  to  intimidate  them  by  imposing  on 
them  too  many  restrictions." — p.  24.     The  opinion 
of  Dr.  Franklin  we  shall  have  occasion  to  quote 

* "  8ed  et  si  belli  maritimi  neceasitaa  incumbat. 
prrstat  delectis  domesticii;,  aut  militibuM  nauticis  mer- 
ccnariis,  qui  sub  duce  et  diaciplina  degant,  aut  socio- 
rum  ope,  quam  colluvie  pessimorum  bominuow^iWlMt 
adversus  hostes  uti,  qui  licentiam  spoliandi  nacti,  fa- 
cile prescriptoa  fines  excedunt;  ut  ne  quidem  amiciK 
aul  aliis,  a  quibus  vel  ipsi,  vel  eorum  patroni  nunquam 
Ijesi  sunt,  purcant." — De  Jure  Mar.  et  A'ar.lib.  2,  cap. 
iii.  §  4. 

t  Droit  Pnblique,  tome  2,  cap.  xii. 

t  Lib.  1,  cap.  10. 

§  See  thif  able  paper  in  Annales  Politiques,  torn.  ▼. 
p.  518. 
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hereafter.  The  apologists  of  privateering  have, 
we  believe,  rested  its  defence  on  the  sanction  given 
to  it  by  law,  and  have  contented  themselves  with 
showing  that  there  is  a  real  and  substantial  dis- 
tinction between  privateers  and  pirates.  Azuni, 
one  of  the  latest  and  most  distinguished  of  these 
apologists,  after  mentioning  the  opinions  of  Gal- 
liani  and  Mably,  adds,  that  he  respects  their  opin- 
ion, and  would  adopt  it  "if  he  we^e  speaking  as 
a  mere  philosopher." 

It  is  wonderful,  when  we  consider  how  much 
the  commerce  of  neutrals  has  suffered  from  priva- 
teers, that  more  frequent  efforts  have  not  been 
made  to  put  a  stop  to  the  practice  by  the  general 
consent  ot  nations.  Our  own  history  furnishes, 
indeed,  a  fact  which  cannot  fail  to  gratify  the 
feelings  of  an  American.  "  As  early,"  says  the 
Memorial  before  us,  "as  1785,  the  celebrated  phi- 
losopher. Dr.  Franklin,  in  a  letter  to  a  friend,  ob- 
served that  the  *  United  States,  though  better  situ- 
ated than  any  other  nation  to  profit  by  privateer- 
ing, are,  as  far  as  in  them  lies,  endeavoring  to 
abolish  the  practice,  by  offering,  m  all  their  trea- 
ties with  other  Powers,  an  article  engaging  sol- 
emnly that,  in  case  of  a  future  war,  no  privateer 
shall  be  commissioned  on  either  side,  and  that  un- 
armed merchant  ships  on  both  sides  shall  pursue 
their  voyages  unmolested.'" — Page  6.*  It  was 
accordingly  stipulated  in  the  twenty-third  article 
of  the  treaty  with  Prussia,  in  1785,  as  follows: 

"And  all  merchant  and  trading  vessels  em- 
ployed in  exchanging  the  products  of  different 
places,  and  thereby  rendering  the  necessaries,  con- 
veniences, and  comforts  of  human  life  more  easy 
to  be  obtained,  and  more  general,  shall  be  allowed 
to  pass  free  and  unmolested  ;  and  neither  of  the 
contracting  Powers  shall  grant  or  issue  any  com- 
mission to  any  private  armed  vessels,  empowering 
them  to  take  or  destroy  such  trading  vessels,  or 
interrupt  such  commerce." 

Martens!  has  taken  notice  of  this  article,  ad- 
ding that  this  "example,  worthy  of  imitation,  has 
not  been  hitherto  followed  by  other  States."  Doc- 
tor Franklin,  to  whom,  doubtless,  the  credit  of  this 
humane  scheme  belongs,  has  elsewhere  expressed 
his  opinion  in  emphatic  terms.  The  author  of  the 
Appeal,  mentioned  at  the  head  of  this  article, 
quotes  %  passage  from  the  propasitions  relative  to 
privateering,  communicated  by  Doctor  Franklin 
to  Mr.  Oswald,  January  14,  1783,  in  which  the 
principal  reasons  of  policy  for  abolishing  the  prac- 
tice are  forcibly  stated. 

"  It  is  for  the  interest  of  humanity  in  general 
that  the  occasions  of  war,  and  the  inducements  to 
it,  should  be  diminished.  If  rapine  is  abolished, 
one  of  the  encouragements  to  war  is  taken  away, 
and  peace,  therefore,  more  likely  to  continue  and 


•  Letter  to  U.  Vaughan,  Esq.  Franklin's  works, 
vol.  ii,  p.  448. 

t  Essay  on  Privateers,  p.  31,  note.  The  only  in- 
stance of  a  similar  attempt,  mentioned  by  him.  i«  that 
of  the  agreement  between  Sweden  and  the  United 
Provinces,  when  at  war  in  1675,  that  neither  they  nor 
their  alliea  should  make  use  of  privateers,  but  the 
agreement  was  not  performed. 


be  lasting.  The  practice  of  robbing  merchants 
on  the  high  seas,  a  remnant  of  the  ancient  piracy, 
though  it  may  be  accidentally  beneficial  to  par- 
ticular persons,  is  far  from  being  profitable  to  all 
engaged  in  it,  or  to  the  nation  that  authorizes  it. 
In  the  beginning  of  a  war  some  rich  ships,  not 
upon  their  guard,  are  surprised  and  taken.  This 
encourages  the  first  adventurers  to  fit  out  more 
armed  vessels,  and  many  others  to  do  the  same. 
But  the  enemy,  at  the  same  time,  become  more 
careful,  arm  their  merchant  ships  better,  and  ren- 
der them  not  so  easy  to  be  taken ;  they  go  also 
more  under  the  protection  of  convoys;  thus,  while 
the  privateers  to  take  them  are  multiplied,  the  ves- 
sels subject  to  be  taken,  and  the  chances  of  profit, 
are  diminished,  so  that  many  cruises  are  made 
wherein  the  expenses  overgo  the  gains  ;  and,  as  is 
the  case  in  other  lotteries,  though  particulars  have 
got  prizes,  the  mass  of  adventurers  are  losers,  the 
whole  expense  of  fitting  out  all  the  privateers,  du- 
ring a  war,  being  much  greater  than  the  whole 
amount  of  goods  taken.  Then  there  is  the  na- 
tional loss  of  all  the  labor  of  so  many  men  during 
the  time  they  have  been  employed  in  robbing, 
who,  besides  spending  what  they  get  in  riot, 
drunkenness,  and  debauchery,  lose  their  habits  of 
industry,  are  rarely  fit  for  any  sober  business  after 
peace,  and  serve  only  to  increase  the  number  of 
highwaymen  and  housebreakers.  Even  the  un- 
dertakers, who  have  been  fortunate,  are,  by  sudden 
wealth,  led  into  expensive  living;  the  habit  of 
which  continues  when  the  means  of  supporting  it 
cease,  and  finally  ruins  them;  a  just  punishment 
for  their  having  wantonly  and  unfeelingly  ruined 
many  honest,  innocent  traders  and  families,  whose 
subsistence  was  obtained  in  serving  the  common 
interests  of  mankind." 

And  in  a  letter  to  David  Hartley,  Esq.,  May  8, 
1783— 

"I  do  not  wish  to  see  a  new  Barbary  rising  in 
America,  and  our  long-extended  coast  occupied 
by  piratical  States.  1  fear  lest  our  privateering 
success  in  the  two  last  wars  should  already  have 
given  our  people  too  strong  a  relish  for  that  most 
mischievous  kind  of  gaming  mixed  with  blood." — 
Privdte  Correspondence,  p.  530.     Appeal^  p.  9. 

The  motives  for  abolishing  this  practice  are  so 
many  that  we  hardly  know  where  to  begin  stating 
them.  If  it  were  not  in  itstlf  unjust  and  immo- 
ral, wc  would  ur^e  upon  nations  its  inconsistency 
even  with  an  enlightened  policy  ;  we  would  show 
that  it  can  never  be  productive  of  any  real  advan- 
tage to  either  party  m  the  war ;  we  would  call  to 
mind  the  many  seamen  who  are  thrown  by  it  into 
prisons,  and  thus  taken  from  the  service  of  their 
country  ;  *  we  would  speak  of  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
curing sailors  to  man  the  fleets,  or  defend  the  coasts 
from  invasion,  when  they  are  lured  by  the  hope  of 
plunder  to  embark  in  long  and  distant  cruises ;  we 


•  It  is  said  that,  at  the  close  of  the  war  ending  by 
the  peace  of  Amiens  in  1801,  there  were  30,000  French 
sailors  in  English  prisons.  (Bonnemant's  D'Ablreu, 
note,  page  27.)  It  is  well  known  what  numbers  of 
our  seamen  were  thus  lost  to  us  for  the  time  in  the 
I  late  war  with  England. 
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would  insist  upon  the  discouragement  of  the  na- 
val service  by  the  higher  privileges  which  are 
^ranted  to  privateers ;  we  would  bring  into  view 
tne  loss  of  life,  and  the  distress  and  poverty  brought 
ujwn  the  families  of  seamen  ;  we  would  ask  for  an 
instance  in  which  privateers  can  be  fairly  said  to 
have  given  essential  aid  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
war,  or  to  have  produced  any  serious  impression 
upon  the  enemy's  resources  and  strength ;  we 
would  refer  lo  the  ill-will  and  jealousy  excited  in 
neutral  nations  by  the  vexation  to  which  their 
commerce  is  exposed,  from  the  eagerness  of  these 
marauders,  and  their  unwillingness  to  return  from 
a  cruise  without  some  evidence  of  vigilance  and 
success.  Lastly,  we  would  leave  it  to  history  to 
decide,  and  challenge  the  experience  of  every  na- 
tion, that  has  employed  privateers  in  war,  whether, 
on  the  whole,  the  national  strength  has  not  been 
impaired,  and  its  resources  diminished,  by  this  ex- 
pense of  its  treasure  and  force  in  the  pursuit  of 
pillage.* 

Let  these  considerations  be  duly  weighed  by 
those,  who  allow  of  no  rule  for  the  conduct  of 
nations,  but  the  greater  or  less  profit  to  themselves, 
or  injury  to  their  enemies,  which  this  conduct 
may  seem  likely  to  produce.  Let  them  reflect 
upon  the  words  of  Franklin,  and  remember  that 
his  opinion  and  his  remarks  were  founded  on  ex- 
perience acquired  in  a  war,  in  which  perhaps,  if 
ever,  privateering  was  a  powerful  means  ot  an- 
noyance in  the  hands  of  one  of  the  parties.  With 
those,  who  believe  that  the  true  interests  of  a  na- 
tion can  never  be  separated  from  a  strict  regard 
to  religion  and  moral  duty,  there  are  other  argu- 
ments of  greater  weight,  than  any  which  termin- 
ate in  mere  policy.  With  them  it  is  enough  to 
determine  any  action  to  be  impolitic,  to  know  that 
it  is  unjust. 

What  judgment,  then,  must  we  pass  upon  pri- 
vateering, if  we  test  it  by  the  rules  of  a  sound 
morality  ?  We  ask  not,  what  will  be  its  fate  if 
judged  of  by  (he  high  dictates  of  high  and  honor- 
able feeling,  of  that  elevated  morality,  which  rises 
far  above  the  ordinary  sense  of  right  and  wrong, 
as  it  is  found  in  the  mass  of  men  ;  we  ask  not  that 
it  should  be  condemned  or  absolved  by  the  sen- 
tence of  a  nice  and  scrupulous  conscience ;  we 
are  ready  to  put  the  question  fairly  to  the  grossest 
and  least  reflecting  of  mankind,  be  they  only  hon- 
est and  anperverted  ;  and  we  doubt  not,  that  when 
brought  to  view  the  subject  in  its  proper  light, 
stripped  of  the  cloak  which  law  and  custom  may 
have  lent  to  it,  the  most  uncultivated  conscience 
will  pronounce  it  unjust  and  disgraceful  to  grow 
rich  upon  the  spoils  of  the  innocent,  to  gather  by 
violence  the  fruits  of  another's  industry.  If  upon 
the  breaking  out  of  a  war,  every  debtor  should  be 
declared  released  from  debts  due  to  the  subjects  of 
the  hostile  State,  would  that  man  be  thought  to 
possess   common  honesty,  who  would   profit  by 


•  The  French  editor  of  D'Abreu'd  treatise  on  Prize 
Law  has  strongly  expressed  the  opinion  that  it  is  a 
mistake  to  ascribe  great  efficacy  to  privateers  in  war. 
See  note,  p.  27,  Bonnemant's  translation. 


such  an  advantage  ?  But  how  much  more  pal- 
pable is  the  injustice  of  attacking,  and  bearing 
away  as  prize,  the  property  of  that  enemy,  not 
found  in  our  own  territory,  but  upon  the  ocean, 
the  common  highway  of  nations  ?  Let  it  not, 
then,  be  said  that  the  law  of  war  has  made  it 
yours,  and  annulled  the  rights  of  its  former  pos- 
sessor. This  law  is  not  the  law  of  reason  or  con- 
science. It  is  a  custom  which  has  grown  out  of 
the  selfish  and  revengeful  passions  of  men,  and 
has  been  handed  down  from  age  to  age,  receiving 
now  and  then  some  mitigations,  by  which  it  has 
approached  nearer  to  what  is  suited  to  a  rational 
nature,  but  still  it  is  founded  in  violence,  and  only 
one  of  the  few  remains  of  the  right  of  tne  strong- 
est. Grant  that  war  is  not  in  itself  unlawful. 
Yet,  in  a  ruder  age  than  the  present,  it  was  said 
by  one,  who  admitted  the  lawfulness  of  war, 
'militare  non  est  delictum,  sed  propter  predam 
militare,  peccatum  est.-*  Of  the  justness  of  this 
distinction,  who  can  doubt  ?  It  is  the  motive 
which  determines  the  character  of  the  action. 
And  what  motive  has  the  privateersrnan  but 
plunder  ?t 

Let  us  once  more  try  this  question  by  the  prin- 
ciples of  national  law,  as  they  are  stated  by  Oro- 
tius  and  others,  whose  works  are  of  acknowl- 
edged authority.  It  is  in  the  first  place  to  be  ob- 
served, that  there  is  no  pretence  of  justice  to  sup- 
port the  practice  of  capturing  private  property  in 
war,  but  what  is  founded  on  one  or  the  other  of 
the  following  principles :  1.  That  the  wrong  done 
extends  to  every  subject  of  the  injured  State,  and 
vests  in  him  the  same  rights,  as  if  that  wrong 
were  personal,  and  that  every  subject  of  the  offend- 
ing State  is  equally  responsible  in  person  and  pro- 
perty for  the  injury  done  by  his  Government,  or  a 
fellow-subject,  as  if  he  were  personally  guilty. 
2.  That  each  party  in  the  war  is  to  be  considered, 
as  it  respects  other  nations,  to  have  a  ju>t  cause  of 
war.  3.  That  the  war  being  just,  every  subject, 
having  the  authority  of  his  Government,  may  pur- 
sue the  enemy  in  all  the  modes  of  lawful  wariare, 

*  8t.  Augustin.  Canon.  MiliUre,  59,  1.  •'  It  is  not 
a  crime  to  war,  but  to  war  for  plunder  is  sinful.'' 

t  In  the  letter  before  quoted  of  Dr.  Franklin  to  B. 
Vaughan,  Esq.,  (Works,  vol.  ii.  p.  448.)  are  two  in- 
stances of  the  judgment  of  an  impartial  conscience 
upon  this  subject :  one  of  a  Quaker  gentleman,  who 
was  part  owner  of  a  ship,  which  the  other  ownera 
thought  proper  to  fit  out  as  a  letter  of  marque,  and 
which  took  several  French  prizes.  He  took  his  share 
of  booty,  but  employed  an  agent  to  find  oat  by  adver- 
tisement who  were  the  sufferers,  that  he  might  restore 
what  had  come  to  him.  The  other  is  of  the  Scotch 
presbyterians,  who,  soon  after  the  reformation,  made 
an  ordinance  of  the  town  council  of  Edinburgh,  which 
is  exUnt,  '<  forbidding  the  purchase  of  prize  goods, 
under  pain  of  losing  the  freedurn  of  his  burgh  forever, 
with  other  punishment  at  the  will  of  the  magistrates  ; 
the  practice  of  making  prizes  being  contrary  to  good 
conscience,  and  the  rule  of  treating  Christian  brethren 
as  we  would  wish  t4i  be  treated  ;  and  such  goods  are 
not  to  be  sold  by  any  Christian  men  within  this  burgh." 
This,  it  will  be  r(>marked,  extends  to  all  captures. 
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if  he  do  it  at  his  own  expense,  may  acquire  pro- 
perty to  his  own  use.* 

But  it  is  not,  nor  was  it  in  the  age  of  Grotius, 
pretended,  that  the  right  over  the  person  and  pro- 
perty of  the  enemy  is  unlimited.  And,  if  we  mis- 
taJ^e  not,  the^e  limitations  will  be  found  to  be 
established  as  part  of  the  national  code :  1.  That 
the  right  to  kill  is  limited  to  cases  of  extreme  ne- 
cessity, for  the  preservation  of  life  and  property, 
"  and  even  this  last,"  says  Grotius,  "  to  put  men 
to  death  for  the  sake  of  perishable  and  uncertain 
possessions,  though  in  strictness  it  may  stand  with 
justice,  is  irreconcilable  with  the  law  of  charity." 

2.  That  even  in  a  just  war,  if  more  is  taken  than 
an  equivalent  for  the  debt,  or  the  injury  is  either 
unjust,  or  else  it  is  to  be  kept  by  way  of  pledge  or 
security,  without  any  change  of  property,  and  to 
be  restored  when  justice  has  been  obtained.  Grot, 
lib.  3.  cap.  xiii.  §  1.  3.  That  certain  classes  of 
persons,  among  whom  are  cultivators  of  the  earth 
and  nurcluinttt,  are  to  be  spared. — Lib.  3.  cap.  xi. 
§  10.  and  cap.  xiii.  §  4.  4.  That  where  the  object 
of  war  is  to  obtain  restitution  of  what  belongs  to  us, 
all  the  subjects  are  to  be  considered  as  sureties  one 
for  another;  but  where  the  obiect  is  to  punish, 
none  but  the  magistrates,  who  have  refused  to  in- 
flict punishment  themselves,  and  actual  offenders, 
can  justly  be  made  to  suffer. — Lib.  3.  cap.  xiii. 
§  1.  5.  That  the  right  of  recourse  to  the  goods  of 
the  innocent  is  only  subsidiary,  and  humanity  re- 
quires that  we  should  not  make  use  of  it  as  long  as 
there  is  a  hope  of  obtaining  justice  without  it. — Lib. 

3.  cap.  xiii.  §  4.  6.  That  we  have  no  right  to  lay 
waste  or  destroy,  unless  with  the  design  and  rea- 
sonable hope  of  thereby  promoting  peace  ;  and 
that  if  the  same  purpose  can  be  otherwise  effected, 
we  have  no  longer  this  right.f 

Now  all  these  principles  are  violated  by  the 
practice  of  privateering  ;  it  assumes  a  right  to  kill, 
not  for  defending,  but  to  obtain  property ;  it  has 
no  regard  to  the  injury  done,  but  seizes  whatever 
falls  in  its  way,  and  that,  not  for  the  use  of  those 
who  may  have  suffered  from  the  depredations  of 
the  enemy,  but  for  the  profit  of  those  concerned  in 
the  cruise ;  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  restitution,  but 
takes  with  no  other  intent  than  to  enjoy  a  plenum 
dominium  over  the  thing  taken,  be  its  value  ever 
so  great ;  it  spares  no  class,  much  less  the  mer- 
chant, against  whom  all  its  attacks  are  directed  ; 
it  regards  all  the  enemy's  subjects  as  game  to  be 
hunted,  without  any  concern,  who  may  have  been 
the  authors  of  the  war  ;  it  hears  to  no  distinctions 
between  the  innocent  and  guilty,  debtors  and  sure- 
ties, primary  or  subsidiary  rights ;  it  understands 
nothing,  but  that  as  much  wealth  is  lo  be  gotten 
as  can  be  with  impunity. 

It  would  be  easy  to  enlarge  upon  some  of  these 
topics,  but  the  unexpected  length  of  this  article 
obliges  us  to  abridge  the  argument.  The  distinc- 
tion between  those  who  bear  arms  and  those  who 


•  (Jrotius,  lib.  3.  cap.  vi.  PufTendorf,  lib.  8.  cap.  vi. 
De  Jure  NtU.  et  Gent.  lib.  2.  cap.  xvi.  §  10. jet  seq. 
D«  OfBcio  Horn.  A,c.  Martens,  Droit  des  Gena,  liv.  8. 
chap.  iii. 

t  Marteni.  Precis,  dec,  tome  ii.  p.  349. 


are  engaged  in  peaceful  occupations,  and  the  prin- 
ciple that  the  latter  are  to  suffer  no  more  of  the 
evils  of  the  war  than  may  be  absolutely  unavoid- 
able, are  now  universally  recognised.     It  is  only 
in  maritime  warfare  that  they  are  not  adopted  in 
practice.     The  exemption,  as  it  prevails  in  hostili- 
ties by  land,  comprehends  all  those  whose  occu- 
pations are  of  a  peaceful  sort :  "  quorum  quaestus 
pacem  amat,  non  pellum."     It  extends,  of  course, 
to  those  whose  business  it  is  to  supply,  by  a  mutual 
interchange,  the  wanU  of  different  countries.  How 
it  should  happen  that,  the  moment  the  merchant 
embarks  his  property  upon  the  ocean — the  mo- 
ment he  begins  to  exercise  his  trade  in  the  very 
way  in  which  it  yields  most  benefit  to  the  world, 
he  loses  the  protection  of  all  laws,  and  meets  the 
same  treatment,  as  to  his  property,  with  the  pirate, 
whose  ship  is  loaded  with  the  gains  of  violence 
and  treachery,  is  indeed  unaccountable  upon  any 
supposition  consistent  with  fairness  and  equity. 
"  The  canon,"  says  Grotius,  in  enumerating  the  ex- 
empted classes,  "adds  also  merchants  ;  not  merely 
those  who  have  a  temporary  residence  in  the  ene- 
my's country,  but  those   who  owe  him  perpetual 
allegiance, '  nam  et  horum  vita  abarmis  aliena  est.'" 
Many  of  the  opinions  we  have  quoted  go  to  the  en- 
tire neutrality  of  commerce;  and  this  would  beonly 
extending  to  the  sea  thehumaneprincipleslongsince 
adopted  on  the  land.     The  article  already  cited 
from  our  treaty  with  Prussia  has  been  understood 
as  giving  protection  against  public  as  well  as  pri- 
vate ships.*    Many  of  the  evils  connected  with 
privateering  are  equally  to  be  feared  from  public 
captures :  the  effects  upon  the  habits  and  morals 
of  seamen  will  be  nearly  the  same ;  the  cruelty 
and  injustice  are  the  same.     A  French  writer,  of 
the  year  1744,  has  asked  "  would  it  not,  then,  be 
possible  to  revive  the  ancient  custom  of  commer- 
cial truces,  and  to  make  war  without  involving  in 
it  coinmerce'and  mercantile  navigation  ?t"  It  may 
be  objected  that,  the  greater  the  suffering  con- 
nected with  wars  the  less  ready  will  nations  be 
to  enter  into  them,  and  the  sooner  will  they  be 
disposed  to  return  to  a  state  of  peace.    But  surely 
the  experience  of  the  world  is  against  this.    Wars 
were  not  less  frequent,  nor  less  obstinate,  when  it 
was  thought  lawful  to  enslave  prisoners,  to  sack 
towns,  and  to  put  to  the  sword  a  garrison  which 
defended  itself  to  the  last  extremity.     The  argu- 
ment would  justify  every  degree  of  cruelty;   it 
would  justify  the  poisoning  of  streams,  and  the 
employment  of  assassins;    it  would  introduce  a 
law  no  better  than  that  of  the  Mohawks.    But  if 
to  make  prize  of  the  property  of  the  innocent  is  in 
itself  opposed  to  equity  and  good  conscience,  it 
deserves  a  double  reproach  when  it  is  allowed  to 
be  done  by  privateers.     Powers,  in  their  nature 
oppressive,  ought  not  to  be  committed  to  instru- 
ments so  certain  to  make  them  more  odious  by 
abuse-t     A  Russian  treaty,  of  1801,§  prohibits  to 

•  Martens,  Precis,  Ac,  tome  2,  p.  352,  note. 
t  Ezamen  do  I'Essai  sur  la  Marine,  p.  181. 
I  Jus  hoc  mutandi  per  vim  dominii  odiosius  est, 
quam  utproduci  debeat. — Grolixu,  lib.  3, cap  6,  aec.  5. 
§  Convention  withG.  Britain,  June  17,  1801,  art.  4. 
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privateers  the  right  of  searching  ships  sailing  un- 1 
der  convoy.    This  cures  some  part  of  the  evil,  and  i 
it  shows  the  light  in  which  privateers  are  viewed. 
But  the  same  reason  should  induce  the  entire  sup- 
pression of  them. 

In  all  that  we  have  hitherto  said,  we  have  gone 
upon  the  supposition  that  there  is  a  just  cause  of 
war.    But,  in  every  war,  one  party  or  the  other 
must  be  fighting  in  support  of  an  unjust  cause. 
Terrible,  indeed,  is  the  guilt  of  the  subject  who, 
with  no  other  end  than  private  gain,  attacks,  kills, 
and  robs  the  enemy,  if,  in  doing  this,  he  is  at  the 
same  time  abetting  injustice  and  fraud.     Grotius 
holds  to  complete  restitution  every  general  and 
soldier,  who,  in  an  unjust  war,  has  assisted  in  the 
work  of  destruction— Li^A  3,  cap.   10,  sec.  3,  f  r. 
Who,  then,  in  any  war,  can  feel  so  assured  that 
his  country  is  in  no  respect  chargeable  with  injus- 
tice or  rashness  as  to  be  willing,  for  the  sake  of 
plunder,  to  incur  the  hazard  of  so  great  a  guilt  ? 
What  Grovernraent  can  be  excused  in  encouraging 
its  subjects  to  put  their  integrity  to  so  perilous  a 
trial  ?   And  if  there  is  guilt  in  fighting  for  a  cause  ; 
which  we  know  to  he  unjust,  is  there  not  also  ' 
<yuilt  in  plundering  in  one  which  we  are  not  sure  I 

is  just?  .   ' 

We  had  something  to  say  of  the  effects  of  pri- 
vateering upon  the  morals  of  the  community,  and 
more  especially  of  seamen  ;  of  the  taste  which  it 
gives  for  violence  and  bloodshed;  of  its  breaking 
down  the  barriers  by  which  property  is  defended ; 
of  its  tendency  to  annihilate  the  distinction  of 
mine  and  thine.  But  these  consequences  are  loo 
obvious,  and  have  been  proved  by  too  recent  expe- 
rience, to  need  that  we  should  labor  to  enforce 
them.  They  spring  up  in  our  path ;  they  meet 
our  view  wherever  we  go;  the  land  and  the  sea 


send  forth  their  reports  of  murders  and  piracies, 
and  daring  robberies,  as  if  the  outcasts  of  society 
had  become  emulous  of  glory,  and  resolved  to  hide 
the  disgrace  in  the  magnitude  and  boldness  of  their 
crimes. 

It  is  the  laudable  purpose  of  the  writer  of  the 
Appeal  to  call  the  attention  of  the  proper  author- 
ities in  the  United  States  to  the  numberless  depre- 
dations committed  upon  the  ocean  by  ships  fitted 
out  in  our  own  ports,  and  sometimes,  it  is  to  be 
feared,  by  our  own  citizens.  He  has  diligently 
collected  the  statements  of  writers  on  the  laws  of 
nations,  and  the  provisions  of  the  British  and 
French  laws  in  relation  to  piracies,  and  the  ac- 
cepting of  commissions  from  foreign  Powers;  and 
he  has  reviewed  our  own  laws  for  preventing 
armaments  against  nations  at  peace  with  us,  point- 
ed out  their  insufficiency,  and  endeavored  to  awa- 
ken attention  to  the  importance  of  new  restraints 
and  prohibitions,  and  a  more  vigilant  and  thorough 
execution  of  those  already  existing.  For  all  this 
he  deserves  the  thanks  of  the  public.  What- 
ever may  be  thought  of  cruising  against  the  ene- 
mies of  our  own  country,  there  are  few,  we  trust, 
who  will  not  agree  with  Vattel,  "that  for  stran- 

?;ers  it  is  a  shameful  trade  to  take  commissions 
irom  a  foreign  Government,  for  cruising  against  a 
nation  perfectly  innocent  in  regard  to  them.  The 
thirst  for  gold  is  their  only  motive  ;  and  the  com- 


mission they  receive,  however  it  may  screen  them 
from  punishment,  cannot  wipe  off  their  infamy."* 
It  is  agreed  by  all  nations  that  a  cruiser  furnished 
with  commissions  from  two  different  sovereigns  is 
to  be  treated  as  a  pirate.  Much  of  the  reasoning 
in  support  of  this  principle  would  extend  equally 
to  the  acceptance  of  any  commission  from  a  for- 
eign belligerent  against  a  nation  at  peace  with 

us.f 

The  Memorial,  of  which  we  have  also  spoken, 
contains  a  concise  and  impressive  view  of  the 
character  and  consequences  of  the  practice  of  pri- 
vateering. It  was  our  intention  to  avail  ourselves 
of  one  or  two  extracts  from  it,  but  we  have  already 
exceeded  our  limits. 

It  may  be  expected  that  we  should  say  some- 
thing of  the  practicability  of  the  measure  proposed. 
We  must,  however,  content  ourselves  with  re- 
marking that  there  cannot  be  reason  to  despair  of 
what  all  commercial  nations  must  feel  it  to  be 
their  interest,    by  mutual  stipulations,   to  effect. 
The  United  States,  as  a  great  commercial  people, 
disposed  by  habit  and  interest  to  peace,  have  every 
inducement,  however  great  may  be  their  local  ad- 
vantages for  the  carrying  on  a  predatory  warfare, 
to  enter  into  such  an  arrangement.    Great  Britain 
can  expect  no  benefit  from  the  continuance  of  the 
practice  of  privateering.     Holland,  France,  and 
Spain,  have  too  much  interest  in  the  revival  of 
their  fallen  commerce  not  to  acquiesce  cheerfully 
in  a  proposal  which  takes  away  one  of  its  greatest 
vexations.     Russia,  Sweden,  and  Denmark,  are 
friends  to  the  freedom  of  commerce;  and  it  is  a 
remarkable  and   encouraging   fact,   that   Russia 
made  no  use  of  privateers  in  the  Archipelago  in 
her  war  with  Turkey,  1767  and  1774. 

We  are  disposed  to  think  well  enough  of  man- 
kind to  believe  that  there  is  something  in  this 
practice  too  harsh  and  illiberal  to  be  much  longer 
borne  in  the  present  improved  state  of  knowledge 
and  manners.  We  trust  the  time  is  coming  when 
the  greater  part  of  the  civilized  world  will  Teel  the 
truth  of  these  words  of  Clarendon :  "  Indeed,  it 
must  be  a  very  savage  appetite  that  engaejes  men 
to  take  so  much  pains,  and  to  run  so  many  and 
great  hazards,  only  to  be  cruel  to  those  whom 
they  are  able  to  oppress."^ 


REPORT  REL.\TIVE  TO  APPROPRIATIONS 

OF  PUBLIC  LAND  FOR  THE  PURPOSES 

OF  EDUCATION— 
Made  to  the  Senate  of  Maryland,  January  30,  1821. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much 
of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates  to  education 
and  public  instruction  beg  leave  to  report — 

That  they  concur  with  his  Excellency  in  be- 
lieving education,  and  a  general  diffusion  of 
knowledge,  in  a  Government  constituted  like  ours, 
to  be  of  great  importance,  and  that  "  in  proportion 

•  Vattel,  liv.  3,  ch.  15,  sec.  229. 
t  See,  as  to  double  connniMions,  DWbreu,  part  ii'» 
page  2  :  Bonnemant's  translation. 
J  Tracts,  page  206. 
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as  the  structure  of  a  Government  gives  weight  to  i 
public  opinion,  it  is  essential  that  public  opinion 
should  be  enlightened."  Your  committee  consider  I 
our  Government  as  ennphatically  a  Grovernment  of 
opinion.  A  general  diffusion  of  knowledge,  which 
is  essential  to  its  right  administration,  cannot  be 
effected,  unless  the  people  are  educated.  No  high 
degree  of  civilization,  of  moral  power  and  dignity, 
or  of  intellectual  excellence ;  no  superiority  in 
science,  in  literature,  or  in  liberal  and  useful  arts, 
which  constitutes  the  noblest  national  supremacy, 
can  be  attained  without  the  aid  of  seminaries  of 
learning.  The  establishment  of  literary  institu- 
tions, then,  of  all  grades,  from  the  common  school 
up  to  fhe  university,  becomes  the  first  duty  of  the 
legislature  of  a  free  people. 

Your  committee  are  well  aware  of  the  difficul- 
ty, in  the  present  embarrassed  state  of  our  pecu- 
niary concern^,  of  providing  the  means  of  making 
education  general.  They  are  fully  sensible  that, 
at  this  time,  large  appropriations  out  of  the  pub- 
lic Treasury  for  this  purpose,  all  important  as  it 
is,  cannot  be  expected.  They  deem  it  therefore 
their  duty  to  recall  to  your  notice  a  report  and 
certain  resolutions,  presented  to  the  Senate  at  the 
last  sesstpn  by  a  committee  of  a  like  nature  with 
the  present,  which  has  been  referred  to  your  com- 
mittee, as  a  part  of  the  unfinished  business.  The 
object  of  those  resolutions  was  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress,  and  the  Legislatures  of  the  sev- 
eral States,  to  the  public  land,  as  a  fund,  from 
which  appropriations  for  the  purposes  of  educa- 
tion niav  with  justice  be  claimed,  not  only  by 
Maryland,  but  all  the  original  States,  and  three  of 
the  new  ones. 

One  thirty-sixth  part  of  all  the  Stales  and  Ter- 
ritories, (except  Kentucky.)  whose  waters  fall  into 
the  Mississippi  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  has  been 
appropriated  by  Congress,  wherever  the  Indian 
title  has  been  extinguished,  and  provisions  made 
for  further  appropriations,  according  to  the  same 
ratio,  wherever  the  Indian  title  may  hereafter  be 
extinguished,  for  the  support  of  common  schools, 
and  other  large  appropriations  have  been  made  for 
the  support  of  seminaries  of  a  higher  grade.  Your 
committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  States,  for 
whose  benefit  no  such  appropriations  have  been 
made,  are  entitled  to  ask  them  of  Congress,  not 
as  a  matter  of  favor,  but  of  justice.  That  this 
may  more  fully  appear,  especially  as  the  right  of 
those  States  to  an  equal  participation  witli  the 
States,  formed  out  of  the  public  lands,  in  all  the 
benefits  derived  from  them,  has  been  doubted, 
your  committee  have  deemed  it  proper  to  take  a 
cursory  view  of  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
been  acquired. 

Before  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  indeed 
for  some  years  after  it,  several  of  the  States  pos- 
sessed, within  their  nominal  limits,  extensive  tracts 
of  waste  and  unsettled  lands.  These  States  were 
all,  at  that  epoch,  regal  and  not  proprietary  prov- 
inces, and  the  Crown,  either  directly  or  through 
the  medium  of  officers,  whose  authority  had  been 
prescribed  or  assented  to  by  the  Crown,  was  in 
the  habit  of  granting  those  lands.  The  right  of 
disposing  of  them  was  claimed  and  exercised  by 


the  Crown  in  some  form  or  other.  They  might, 
therefore,  with  strict  propriety,  be  called  the  prop- 
erty of  the  Crown. 

A  question  arose  soon  after  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  whether  those  lands  should  belong 
to  the  United  States,  or  to  the  individual  States, 
within  whose  nominal  limits  they  were  situated. 

However  that  question  might  be  decided,  no 
doubt  could  be  entertained,  that  the  property  and 
jurisdiction  of  the  soil  were  acquired  by  the  com- 
mon sword,  purse,  and  blood  of  all  the  States, 
united  in  a  common  effort.  Justice,  therefore,  de- 
manded that,  considered  in  the  light  of  property, 
the  vacant  lands  should  be  sold  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses incurred  in  the  contest  by  which  tney  were 
obtained  ;  and  the  future  harmony  of  the  States 
required  that  the  extent  and  ultimate  population 
of  the  several  States  should  not  be  so  dispropor- 
tionate as  they  would  be  if  their  nominal  limits 
should  be  retained. 

This  State,  as  early  as  the  30th  of  October, 
1776,  expressed  its  decided  opinion,  in  relation  to 
the  vacant  lands,  by  an  unanimous  resolution  of 
the  convention,  which  framed  our  Constitution 
and  form  of  Government,  in  the  following  words, 
viz.  "  Rftioliidj  unanimouiily^  That  it  is  the  opin- 
'  ion  of  this  convention,  that  the  very  extensive 
'  claim  of  the  State  of  Virginia  to  the  back  lands 
'  hath  no  foundation  in  justice,  and  that  if  the 
'  same,  or  any  like  claim  is  admitted,  the  freedom 
'  of  the  smaller  States  and  the  liberties  of  Amer- 
'  ica  may  be  thereby  greatly  endangered ;  this 
'  convention  being  firmly  persuaded  that,  if  the 
'  dominion  over  those  lands  should  be  established 
'  by  the  blood  and  treasure  of  the  United  States, 
•  such  lands  ought  to  be  considered  as  a  common 
'  stock,  to  be  parcelled  out,  at  proper  times,  into 
'  convenient,  free,  and  independent  governments." 

In  the  years  1777  and  1778,  the  General  Assem- 
bly, by  resolves  and  instructions  to  their  delegates 
in  Congress,  expressed  their  sentiments  in  support 
of  their  claim  to  a  participation  in  these  lands,  in 
a  still  stronger  language,  and  declined  acceding  to 
the  Confederation,  on  account  of  the  refusal  of 
the  States  claiming  them  exclusively  to  cede  them 
to  the  United  States.  They  continued  to  decline, 
on  the  same  grounds,  until  1781,  when,  to  prevent 
the  injurious  impression,  that  dissension  existed 
among  the  States,  occasioned  by  the  refusal  of 
Maryland  to  join  the  Confederation,  they  author- 
ized their  delegates  in  Congress  to  subscribe  the 
articles ;  protesting,  however,  at  the  same  time 
against  the  inference,  (which  might  otherwise 
have  been  drawn,)  that  Maryland  had  relinquished 
its  claim  to  a  participation  in  the  Western  lands. 

Most  of  the  other  States  contended  on  similar 
grounds  with  those  taken  by  Maryland  for  a  par- 
ticipation in  those  lands. 

By  the  Treaty  of  Peace  in  1783,  Great  Britain 
relinquished  "  to  the  United  States  all  claim  to 
the  government,  property,  and  territorial  rights  of 
,  the  same,  and  every  part  thereof" 

The  justice  and  sound  policy  of  ceding  the  un- 
i  settled  lands,  urged  with  great  earnestness  and 
'  force  by  those  States,  which  had  united  in  con- 
!  quering  them  from  Great  Britain,  strengthened  by 
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the  surrender  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  of  her 
rights  of  property  and  jurisdiction  to  the  United 
States  collectively,  and  aided,  moreover,  by  the 
elevated  and  patriotic  spirit  of  disinterestedness 
and  conciliation,  which  then  animated  the  whole 
Confederation,  at  length  made  the  requisite  im- 
pression upon  the  States  which  had  exclusively 
claimed  those  lands  ;  and  each  of  them,  with  the 
exception  of  Greorgia,  made  cessions  of  their  re- 
spective claims  within  a  few  years  after  the  peace. 
Those  States  were  Massachusetts,  Connecticut, 
New  York,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  South 
Carolina,  the  charters  of  which,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  New  York,  extended  westwardly  to  the 
South  Sea  or  Pacific  ocean.  This  circumstance 
gave  to  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  a  joint 
claim  with  Virginia,  to  such  parts  of  what  was 
then  called  the  Northwestern  Territory,  as  came 
within  the  breadth  of  the  charter  of  Virginia.  New 
York,  indeed,  had  an  indefinite  claim  to  a  part  of 
it.  Cessions,  however,  from  all  these  States,  at 
length  completed  the  title  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  placed  it  beyond  all  controversy. 

The  State  of  North  Carolina  ceded  its  claim  to 
the  territory  which  now  constitutes  the  State  of 
Tennessee. 

Georgia  (whose  charter  also  extended  westward- 
ly  to  the  Pacific  Ocean)  at  length,  in  1802,  ceded 
tne  territory  which  now  constitutes  the  States  of 
Mississippi  and  Alabama,  except  a  small  part  on 
the  south  side  of  them,  which  was  acquired  under 
the  treaty  ceding  Louisiana.  The  conditions  of 
that  cession  were,  that  the  United  States  should 
pay  one  million  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  to 
Georgia,  and  extinguish  the  Indian  title  within  the 
limits  which  she  reserved. 

The  United  States  have,  in  this  manner,  ac- 
quired an  indisputable  title  to  all  the  public  lands 
east  of  the  Missis.«>ippi. 

All  the  territory  west  of  the  Mississippi,  together 
with  the  southern  extremity  of  the  States  of  Mis- 
sissippi and  Alabama,  was  purchased  of  France 
for  nfteen  millions  of  dollars.  This  sum,  as  well 
as  the  sums  required  for  the  purchase  of  the  Indian 
title  to  the  public  lands,  was  paid  out  of  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States. 

So  far,  therefore,  as  acquisition  of  public  lands 
has  been  made  by  purchase,  it  has  been  at  the 
common  expense ;  so  far  as  it  has  been  made  by 
war,  it  has  been  by  the  common  force ;  and  so  far 
as  it  has  been  made  by  cessions  from  individual 
States,  it  has  been  upon  the  ground,  expressly 
stipulated  in  most  of  the  acts  or  deeds  of  cession, 
that  the  lands  should  be_i' considered,"  to  use  the 
words  of  the  act  pass<'?r  for  that  purpose  by  the 
State  which  made  the  largest  cession,  "as  a  com- 
mon fund,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the 
States  as  have  become,  or  shall  become,  members 
of  the  Confederation  or  Federal  alliance  of  said 
States,  according  to  their  usual  respective  propor- 
tions in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure,  and 
shall  faithfully  and  bona  fide  be  disposed  of  for 
that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  what- 
soever." 

In  whatever  point  of  view,  therefore,  the  public 
lands  are  considered,  whether  as  acquired  by  pur- 


chase, conquest,  or  cession,  they  are  emphatically 
the  common  property  of  the  Union.  They  ought 
to  inure,  therefore,  to  the  common  use  and  benefit 
of  all  the  Stales,  in  just  proportions,  and  cannot 
be  appropriated  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  any  par- 
ticiU^r  Slate  or  States,  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
others,  without  an  infringement  of  the  principles 
upon  which  cessions  from  Stales  are  expressly 
made,  and  a  violation  of  the  spirit  of  our  national 
compact,  as  well  as  the  principles  of  justice  and 
sound  policy. 

So  far  as  these  lands  have  been  sold,  and  the 
proceeds  been  received  into  the  National  Treasu- 
ry, all  the  States  have  derived  a  justly  proportion- 
ate benefit  from  them.  So  far  as  they  ha\'e  been 
appropriated  for  purposes  of  defence,  there  is  no 
ground  for  complaint,  for  the  defence  of  every  part 
of  the  country  is  a  common  concern.  So  far.  in 
a  word,  as  the  proceeds  have  been  applied  to  na- 
tional, and  not  to  Stat4:  purposes,  although  the  ex- 
penditure may  have  been  local,  the  course  of  the 
General  Government  has  been  consonant  to  the 
principles  and  spirit  of  the  Federal  Constitution. 
But  so  far  as  appropriations  have  been  made,  in 
favor  of  any  Stale  or  States,  lo  the  exclusion  of 
the  rest,  where  the  appropriations  would  have  been 
beneficial,  and  ini^ht  have  been  extended  to  all 
alike,  your  committee  conceive  there  has  been  a 
departure  from  that  line  of  policy,  which  impar- 
tial justice,  so  essential  to  the  fteace,  harmony,  and 
stability  of  the  Union,  imperiously  prescribes. 

Your  committee,  then,  proceed  to  inquire,  whe- 
ther the  act  of  Congress,  in  relation  to  appropria- 
tions of  public  lands,  have  been  conformaole  to  the 
dictates  of  impartial  justice. 

By  the  laws  relating  to  the  survey  and  sale  of 
the  public  lands,  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  them  has 
been  reserved  and  appropriated  in  perpetuity  for 
the  support  of  common  sehools.  The  public  lands 
are  laid  off  into  townships,  six  miles  square,  by 
lines  running  with  the  cardinal  points:  these  town- 
ships are  then  divided  into  thirty-six  sections,  each 
a  mile  square,  and  containing  G4()  acres,  which  are 
designated  by  numbers.  Section  number  16,  which 
is  always  a  central  section,  has  invariably  been 
appropriated  (and  provision  has  been  made  by  law 
for  the  like  appropriations  in  future  surveys)  for 
the  support  of  common  schools  in  each  township. 

In  Tennessee,  in  addition  to  the  appropriation 
of  a  section  in  each  township  for  common  schools, 
200,000  acres  have  been  assigned  for  the  endow- 
ment of  colleges  and  academies.  Large  appropri- 
ations have  also  been  made  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illi- 
nois, Mississippi,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  Missouri, 
Michigan,  and  the  Northwestern  Territory,  for  the 
erection  and  maintenance  of  seminaries  of  learning, 
of  a  higher  grade  than  common  schools.  Your 
committee  have  not  had  an  opjiorlunity  of  ascer- 
taining the  exact  amount  of  those  appropriations, 
but,  from  such  examination  as  they  have  been  able 
to  make,  it  is  believed  that  they  bear  a  smaller 
proportion  to  these  of  common  schools,  than  in 
Tennessee.  Tennessee,  in  Seybert's  Statistical 
Annals,  is  stated  to  contain  40,000  square  miles, 
which  are  equal  to  25,600,000  acres.  One  thirtjr- 
^ixth  part  of  this  number  of  acres,  which  is  the 
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amount  of  appropriation  for  common  schools,  is 
711,111.  The  appropriation  for  colleges  and  acad- 
emies in  that  State  is,  as  above  stated,  200,000 
acres,  being  something  less  than  two-sevenths  of 
the  common  school  appropriation.  It  is  believed 
that  the  appropriations  in  the  other  States  and 
Territories  for  seminaries  of  a  higher  grade,  do  not 
amount  to  more  than  two-tenths  or  one^fifth  of 
the  appropriations  for  common  schools.  Your 
committee  think  they  will  not  be  far  from  the 
truth  in  estimating  them  at  that  proportion. 

The  8tate«  and  Territories  eaat  of  ihe  Mississippi, 
which  have  bad  appropriations  made  in  their  favor 
for  the  support  of  literary  institutions ;  that  is  to  saj, 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Mississippi,  Alabama,  Mich- 
igan, and  the  Northwestern  'J'erritory,  are  estimated, 
in  Seybert's  Statistical  Annals,  to  contain  of  unsold 

lands 200,000,000 

Of  lands  sold 11,697,125 

Ilo  which  add  Tennessee      •         •         -       25,600,000 


8eybert  estimates  the  lands  purchased    of  France  by 
the  United  States  in  1803,  at         acres  200,000,000 

By  the  laws  relating;  to  the  survey  and 
sales  of  lands  in  Louisiana,  Missouri, 
and  Arkansas,  appropriations  of  lands 
for    the    purposes   of  education  have  • 

been  made  after  the  same  ratio,  as  in 
the  new  States  and  Territories  on  the 
east  of  the  Mississippi,  and  it  is  pre- 
sumed the  same  policy  will  be  adhered 
to  in  relation  to  the  whole  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  on  the  west  of  thtft  river.  On 
that  supposition  the  approfiriations  for 
common  schools,  that  is,  one  thirty- 
sixth  part  of  200,000,000  acres  will  be         5,555,5r)5 

Add  for  colleges  and  ncademies  one-fifth 
part  of  the  appropriations  tor  common 
schools 1,111,111 


And  the  aggregate  number  of  acres  will 

be 6,666,666f 

At  $2  per  acre,  the  amount  in  money 

will  be $13,333,333^ 


To  the  aggregate  number  of  acres  appropriated  for  the 
support  of  literary  institutions  on  the  east  side  of  the 
MisMssippi 7,909,903 

Add  the  aggregate  number  of  acres  which, 
if  the  system  heretofore  followed  should 
be  (as  it  ought  to  be)  adhered  to,  will 
ultimately  be  appropriated  for  literary 
purposes  on  the  west  of  the  Mississippi      6,666,666) 

And  the   total  literary  appropriation,  in 

the  new  States  and  Territories,  will 

be Acres     14,576,56»f 

At  $2  per  acre,  the  amount  in  money 

will  be $29,153,130^ 


And  the  aggregate  number  of  acres  in 

those  States  will  be  -         -         -         -     237,297,125 

One  thirty-sixth  part  of  that  aggregate 
number  being  the  amount  of  appropri- 
ation for  common  schools,  is      -         -         6,591,586 

Add  one-fifth  part  of  the  common  school 
appropriation  as  the  appropriation  for 
colleges  and  academies      -         -         -  1,318,317 

And  the  aggregate  number  of  acres  ap- 
propriated for  the  purposes  of  educa- 
tion in  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Ten- 
nessee, Mississippi,  Alabama,  Michi' 
gan,  and  the  Northwestern  Territory, 
will  be 7,909,803 

At  two  dollars  per  acre,  which  is  less, 
according  to  Seybert's  Statistical  An- 
nals, than  the  average  price  of  all  the 
public  lands,  which  have  heretofore 
been  sold,  the  amount  in  money  will 
be $15,819  806 


Such  is  the  vast  amount  of  property  destined 
for  the  support  and  encouragement  of  learning  in 
the  States  and  Territories  carved  out  of  the  public 
lands.  These  large  appropriations  of  land,  the 
common  property  of  the  Union,  will  inure  to  the 
exclusive  benefit  of  ihose  States  and  territories. 
They  are  appropriations  for  State,  and  not  for  na- 
tional purposes ;  they  are  of  sucn  a  nature  that 
they  might  have  been  extended  to  all  the  States  ; 
they  therefore  ought  to  have  been  thus  extended. 
All  the  other  Slates  paid  their  full  share  for  the 
purchase  of  the  region  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title, 
on  both  sides  of  that  river.  Massachusetts,  Con- 
necticut, Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Caro- 
lina, and  Georgia,  besides  paying  their  proportion 
of  those  expenses,  ceded  all  their  vacant  territory 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi.  All  these 
States,  therefore,  might,  with  great  propriety, 
complain  of  partiality  and  injustice,  if  their  ap- 
plications to  Congress  for  similar  appropriations 
for  like  purposes  should  be  refused. 

But  of  this  refusal  they  need  have  no  apprehen- 
sion, if  they  are  true  to  their  own  interests,  and 
are  united  in  asserting  them  ;  for  if,  contrary  to  all 
reasonable  expectation,  the  States  which  have  al- 
ready receivea  the  benefit  of  literary  appropria- 
tions, should  be  opposed  to  the  extension  of  them 
to  their  sister  States,  the  latter  are  more  than  two- 
thirds  in  number  of  all  the  United  States,  and 
have  a  still  larger  proportion  of  representatives  in 
Congress.  These  Slates  are,  Vermont,  New 
Hampshire,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylva- 
nia, Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Kentucky  ;  and  to- 
gether have  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  represent- 
atives in  Congress.  The  favored  States,  on  the 
contrary,  hare  only  seventeen  representatives. 
The  excluded  States  have  therefore  an  over- 
whelming majority  in  Congress,  and  have  it  com- 
pletely in  their  power  to  make  appropriations  for 
the  benefit  of  their  literary  institutions,  upon  the 
improbable  supposition,  that  the  representatives  of 
the  favored  States  would  oppose  ihem  in  Con- 
gress; a  supposition  too  discreditable  to  their  char- 
acter for  justice  to  be  admitted. 

The  magnitude  of  the  appropriation  that  would 
be  required  to  place  the  States  which  have  not  yet 
enjoyed  any  for  the  purposes  of  education,  upon 
an  equal  footing  with  those  in  whose  favor  tney 
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One  36th  part,  for  common  schools  144,577 
One  5th  part  of  one  36th,  for  colleges 

and  academics     .         .         -         -     28,917 


Total  for  New  Jeresj  - 
Pennsylvania    contains   29,872.000 

acres. 
One  36lh  part,  for  common  schools  829,777 
One  5th  of  one   36th.  for  colleges 

and  academiM     .        .        • 


-   165,955 


have  already  been  made,  can  afford  no  just  ground 
of  objection.  For,  superior  as  the  population  of 
those  States  is,  yet  if  the  ratio  of  appropriation  be 
observed  with  regard  to  them  which  has  been 
adopted  in  relation  to  the  others,  t.  e.  one  thirty- 
sixth  part  of  the  number  of  acres  in  the  territory 
of  each  for  common  schools,  and  one  fifth  part  of 
that  one  thirty-sixth  for  colleges  and  academies, 
the  number  of  acres  required  will  be  much  less 
than  has  already  been  ^iven  to  the  favored  States 
and  Territories ;  it  will  indeed  amount  to  but  a 
very  small  portion  of  the  public  lands.  For,  ac- 
cording to  Seybcrt's  Statistical  Annals,  those 
lands,  in  1813,  amounted  to  4'D0,000,000  acres. 
The  amount  required  for  all  the  excluded  States 
would  be  less  than  two  and  a  half  per  centum  of 

that  quantity.   To  show  which  more  clearly,  your  i  Total  for  Delaware 

committee  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  state-  |  Maryland  contains  8,960,000  acres, 
raent,  founded  upon   calculations  made  upon  the  :  One  36th  part,  for  common   schools  248,888 
extent  of  territory  in  each  of  those  States,  as  laid  ;  One  5ih  of  one  36th,  for  colleges 


173,494 


Total  fur  Pennsylvania 

Delaware  contains    1,356,800  acres. 

One  36th  part,  fur  common   schools 

One  5th   uf  one   36th,   for   colleges 

and  academies    .         •         -         - 


37,688 
7,537 


995,732 


46.S26 


down  in  Seybert's  Statistical  Annals: 

New  Hampshire  contains  0,074,240  acres. 

One  36th  part  of  that  extent,  being 
the  number  of  acres  of  public  land 
to  which  that  State  is  entitled  for 
the  support  of  common  schools,  is    168,728  acres 

One  5th  part  of  that  36th  to  which 
New  Hampshire  is  entitled  for  the 
support  of  colleges  and  acade- 
mies, is      - 


and  academies 


49,777 


Total  for    New    Hampshire 
Vermont  contains  6,551,680  acres. 
One  36th  part,  fur  co.mmon  schools 

is        -----         - 

One  5th  of  one  36th,  for  colleges 

and  academies    .         -         -         - 


33,745 

181,999 
36,398 


ToUl  for  Maryland 
Virginia  contains  44,800,000  acres. 
One  36th  part,  for  common  schools  1,244,444 
One  5th  of    one  36th,    fur  colleges 

and  academieii    ....  248,888 


208,665 


202,473 


Total  fur  Virginia         -         -  1,493,332 

North  Carohna  contains  29,720,000 

acres. 
One  36th  part,  for  common  schools  825,555 
One   5lh  of  one   3fith,  for  colleges 

and  academies     -         -         -         -166,111 


218,389 


ToUl  for  Vermont 
Massachusetts,     including     Maine, 

contains  28,990,000  acres. 
One  36th  part,  for  common  schools  805,277 
One  5ih  of  one   36th,  for  colleges 

and  academies   -         -         -         .   161,055 


Total  for  Massachusetts  and 

Maine      ...         -  966,332 

Rhode    Island    contains    1,011,200 

acres. 
One  36th  part,  for  common  schools     28,088 
One  5th  of  one   36th,  for   colleges       5,617 

Total  for  Rhode  Island         -  33,70.1 

Connecticut      contains      2,991,360 

acres. 
One  36th  part,  for  common  schools     83,093 
One  5th  of  one  36th,  for  colleges 

and  academies     -         -        •        -16,618 

Total   for  Connecticut        -  99,711 

New  York  contains  28,800,000  acres. 
One  36th  part,  for  common  schools     800,00 
One  5th  of  one  36th,  for   colleges 

and  academies    -         -         -         -   160,000 

ToUl  for  New  York    -        -  960,000 

New    Jersey    contains     5,325,600 
acres. 


Total  for  North  Carolina 
South  Carolina  contains  15,411,200 

acres. 
One  36th  part,  for  common  schools  4528,088 
One  5th  of  one   36th,    for  colleges 

and  academies     .         -         -         -     85,617 


990,666 


Total  for  South  Carolina      -  513,705 

Georgia   contains  39,680,000  acres. 
One  36th  part,  for  common  schools  1.102,222 
One  5th   of  one  36th,    for   colleges 

and  academies     ....  220,444 


Total  for  Georgia         -         -  1,322,666 

Kentucky  contains  32,000,000  acres. 
One  36th  part,  for  common  schools  888,888 
One  5th  of  one   36th,  for  colleges 

and  academies    -         -         -         -    177,777 


Total  for  Kentucky 


1,066,665 


Total  amount  of  literary  appropriation  neces- 
sary to  do  justice  to  the  States  which  have 


not  yet  had  any 


-  9,370,760 


The  Senate  will  perceive,  from  the  foregoing 
calculations,  that,  if  the  ratio  of  appropriation  for 
the  purposes  of  education  which  has  hitherto  been 
observed  be  adopted  with  respect  to  the  sixteen 
States  which  as  yet  have  received  no  appropria- 
tions of  that  nature,  a  much  smaller  number  of 
I  acres  will  be  required  than  has  already  been  as- 
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signed  to  the  western  region  of  our  country :  it 
would  be  an  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  aggre- 
gate of  public  lands :  a  much  less  quantity,  indeed, 
than  now  remains  unsold  in  any  of  the  States  which 
have  been  formed  out  of  them,  with  the  exception 
perhaps  of  Ohio  and  Tennessee.  The  magnitude 
of  the  appropriations,  then,  which  equal  justice 
now  re<iuires,  cannot  be  considered  as  a  reasonable 
objection  to  them ;  and,  as  the  literary  appropria- 
tions that  have  heretofore  been  made,  have  oeen 
granted  for  State,  and  not  for  National  purposes, 
according  to  the  just  principle  set  forth  in  the  be- 
ginning of  this  report,  similar  appropriations  ought 
to  be  extended  to  all  the  States. 

The  circumstance,  that  the  lands  which  have 
heretofore  been  appropriated  for  the  purposes  of 
education  are  a  part  oi  the  territory  oi  the  States 
for  whose  benefit  they  have  been  assigned,  can  fur- 
nish no  reasonable  ground  for  the  preference  which 
has  been  given  them.  The  public  lands  are  not 
the  less  the  common  properly  of  all  the  States  be- 
cause they  are  situated  within  the  jurisdictional 
limits  of  the  Stales  and  Territories  which  have  been 
formed  out  of  them.  Such  States  have  no  power 
to  tax  them ;  they  cannot  interfere  with  the  pri- 
mary disposal  of  them,  or  with  the  regulations  of 
Congress  for  securing  the  title  to  purchasers ;  it  is, 
in  fact,  Congress  alone  that  can  enact  laws  to  af- 
fect them.  The  interest  which  a  citizen  of  an  At- 
lantic State  has  in  them,  as  a  part  of  the  property 
of  the  Union,  is  the  same  as  the  interest  of  a  citi- 
zen residing  in  a  State  formed  out  of  them.  But 
hitherto  appropriations  of  them  for  State  purposes 
have  only  been  made  in  favor  of  such  States  ;  and 
the  citizen  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Alleghany  may 
well  complain  that  property,  in  which  he  has  a 
common  interest  with  his  fellow-citizen  on  the 
western  side,  sliould  be  appropriated  exclusively  to 
the  use  of  the  latter.  That  this  is  the  fact,  in  re- 
gard to  that  part  of  the  public  lands  which  have 
been  assigned  for  the  support  of  literary  institutions, 
and  the  promotion  of  education,  cannot  be  denied. 

Your  committee  do  not  censure  the  enlightened 
policy  which  governed  Congress  in  making  liberal 
appropriations  of  land  for  the  encouragement  of 
learning  in  the  West,  nor  do  they  wish  to  withdraw 
one  acre  of  them  from  the  purposes  to  which  they 
have  been  devoted  ;  but  they  think  they  are  fully 
justified  in  saying,  that  impartial  justice  required 
that  similar  appropriations  should  have  been  ex- 
tended to  all  the  States  alike.  Suppose  Congress 
should  appropriate  200,001)  acres  of  the  public  lands 
for  the  support  of  colleges  and  academies  in  New 
York ;  and  Virginia,  wlio  gave  up  and  ceded  a 
great  portion  of  those  lands  to  the  United  States, 
on  the  express  condition,  that  "  they  should  be  con- 
sidered as  a  common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit 
of  all  of  them,  according  to  their  usual  respective 
proportions  in  the  generalcharge  and  expenditure,'' 
should  apply  for  a  similar  grant,  and  her  applica- 
tion should  be  refused,  would  she  not  have  a  right 
to  complain  of  the  partiality  of  such  a  measure, 
and  to  charge  the  Federal  Government  with  a 
breach  of  good  faith,  and  an  infringement  of  the 
conditions  on  which  the  cession  was  made  ?  It 
cannot  be  denied  that  she  would.     Congress  have 


already  made  a  grant  of  200,000  acres  of  land  for 
the  support  of  colleges  and  academies,  not  indeed 
in  New  York,  but  in  Tennessee.  Would  not  Vir- 
ginia, if  she  now  made  an  application  for  a  like 
grant,  and  were  refused,  have  the  same  reason  to 
complain  as  if  New  York,  instead  of  Tennessee, 
had  been  the  favpred  State  ? 

Your  committee  beg  leave  to  illustrate,  by  an- 
other example,  the  equity  of  the  principle  which 
it  is  the  object  of  this  report  to  establish.  Foreign 
commerce  and  the  public  lands  are  alike  legitimate 
sources,  from  which  the  United  States  may  and  do 
derive  revenue.  Foreign  commerce  has  fixed  its 
seat  in  the  Atlantic  States.  Suppose  Congress 
should  pass  a  law  appropriating  one  36th  part  of 
the  revenue  collected  from  foreign  commerce,  in 
the  ports  of  Baltimore,  New  York,  Boston,  Nor- 
folk, Charleston,  and  Savannah,  to  the  support  of 
common  schools  throughout  the  States  in  which 
they  are  situated;  the  other  States,  every  person 
will  admit,  would  have  a  right  to  complain  of  the 
partiality  and  injustice  of  such  an  act ;  and  yet,  in 
what  respect  would  an  act  appropriating  one  36th 
part  of  the  revenue  derived  from  foreign  commerce 
to  the  use  of  schools  in  the  six  States  in  which  it 
should  be  produced,  be  more  partial  or  unjust  than 
an  act  appropriating  one  36th  part  of  the  public 
land  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Tennessee,  Missis- 
sippi, and  Alabama,  the  six  States  in  which  the 
public  lands,  on  this  side  of  the  Mississippi,  are 
chiefly  situated,  to  their  exclusive  benefit  in  the 
maintenance  of  their  schools?  ^' 

Your  committee  are  aware  that  it  has  been  said 
that  the  appropriation  of  a  part  of  the  public  lands 
to  the  purposes  of  education,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
States  formed  out  of  them,  has  had  the  effect  of 
raising  the  value  of  the  residue,  by  inducing  emi- 
grants to  settle  upon  them.  Although,  in  the  pre- 
ambles of  such  of  the  acts  on  this  subject  as  have 
preambles,  the  promotion  of  religion,  morality, 
and  knowledge,  as  necessary  to  good  government 
and  the  happiness  of  mankind,  have  been  assigned 
as  the  reason  for  passing  them,  and  no  mention 
has  been  made  of  the  consequent  increase  in  the 
value  of  the  lands  that  would  remain,  as  a  motive 
for  the  appropriation,  yet  the  knowledge  that  pro- 
vision had  been  made  for  the  education  of  chil- 
dren in  the  West,  though  other  motives  usually 
influence  emigrants,  might  have  had  its  weight  in 
inducing  some  to  leave  their  native  homes.  If 
such  has  been  the  effect,  the  value  of  the  residue 
of  the  lands  has  no  doubt  been  increased  by  it. 
This  increase  of  value,  however,  has  not  been  an 
exclusive  benefit  to  the  Atlantic  States,  but  a  ben- 
efit common  to  all  the  States,  Eastern  and  West- 
ern, while  the  latter  still  enjoy  exclusively  the  ad- 
vantages derived  from  the  appropriations  of  land 
for  literary  purposes.  The  incidental  advantage 
of  the  increase  in  value  of  the  public  lands  in 
consequence  of  emigration,  if  it  is  to  be  considered 
in  the  light  of  a  compensation  to  the  old  States, 
must  be  shown  to  be  an  advantage  exclusively  en- 
joyed by  them.  That  this,  however,  is  not  the 
case,  is  perfectly  obvious;  because  the  proceeds 
of  the  lands  thus  raised  in  value  by  emigration, 
when  sold,  go  into  the  United  States  Treasury, 
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and  are  applied,  like  other  revenues,  to  the  geoeral 
benefit;  in  other  words,  to  national,  and  not  to 
State  purposes. 

It  is  moreover  most  clear,  that  this  increase  of 
the  value  of  lands  in  consequence  of  emigration 
produces  a  peculiar  benefit  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  new  States,  in  which  the  inhabitants  of  the 
other  States,  unless  owners  of  land  in  the  new, 
have  no  participation.  The  benefit  consists  in  the 
increase  of  the  value  of  their  own  private  pro- 
perty. 

On  the  other  hand  it  is  undoubtedly  true,  that 
emigration  is  injurious  to  the  Atlantic  States,  and 
to  them  alone.  While  it  has  had  the  efi*ect  of 
raising  the  price  of  lands  in  the  West,  it  has,  m 
an  equal  ratio  at  least,  and  probably  in  a  much 
greater,  prevented  the  increase  of  the  value  of 
lands  in  the  States  which  the  emigrants  have  left. 
It  is  an  indisputable  principle  in  political  econo- 
my, that  the  price  of  every  object  of  purchase, 
wnether  land  or  personal  property,  depends  upon 
the  relation  which  supply  bears  to  demand.  The 
demand  for  land  would  have  been  the  same,  or 
very  nearly  so,  for  the  same  number  of  people  as 
are  contained  within  the  present  limits  of  the 
United  Stales,  if  they  had  been  confined  within 
the  limits  of  the  Atlantic  States.  But  the  supply 
in  that  case  would  have  been  most  materially  dif- 
ferent. It  must  have  been  so  small,  in  proportion 
to  the  demand,  as  to  occasion  a  great  rise  in  the 
value  of  land  in  the  Atlantic  States;  for  it  can- 
not be  doubted  that  it  is  the  inexhaustible  supply 
of  cheap  and  good  land  'in  the  West  which  has 
kept  down  the  price  of  land  on  the  eastern  side  of 
the  Alleghany.  If  the  Atlantic  States  had  been 
governed  by  an  exclusive,  local,  and  selfish  policy, 
every  impediment  would  have  been  thrown  in  the 
way  of  emigration,  which  has  constantly  and  uni- 
formly operated  to  prevent  the  growth  of  their 
numbers,  wealth,  and  power ;  for  which  disadvan- 
tage the  appreciation  of  their  interest  in  the  pub- 
lic lands,  consequent  upon  emigration,  can  atford 
no  adequate  compensation..  It  appearing,  then, 
perfectly  clear  to  your  committee,  that  emigration 
is  exclusively  advantageous  to  the  new  States, 
whose  population,  wealth,  and  power,  are  thereby 
increased  at  the  expense  of  those  States  which  the 
emigrants  abandon,  the  inducement  to  emigration 
furnished  by  the  appropriation  of  public  lands  for 
the  purposes  of  education  in  the  West,  instead  of 
affording  a  reason  for  confining  such  appropria- 
tions to  that  quarter  of  the  Union,  offers  the  most 
weighty  considerations,  of  both  justice  and  policy, 
in  favor  of  extending  thein  to  the  States  which 
have  not  yet  obtained  them. 

Your  committee  beg  leave  to  present  one  fur- 
ther reflection  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate, 
drawn  from  the  effect  produced  by  encouraging 
learning  in  the  Western  States  alone,  upon  the 
relative  moral  power  of  the  Atlantic  and  Mis.sis- 
sippi  States.  They  are  far  from  wishing  to  make 
any  objection  to  the  augmentation  of  the  intelli- 
gence and  mental  improvement  of  the  people  of 
the  West.  On  the  contrary,  they  sincerely  desire 
the  advancement  of  their  brethren  in  that  quarter 
of  the  Union,  in  every  thing  that  can  strengthen, 


dignify,  and  embellish  political  communities. — 
But,  while  they  entertain  these  sentiments,  they 
cannot  shut  their  eyes  to  the  political  preponder- 
ance which  must  ultimately  be  the  inevitable  re- 
sult of  the  superior  advantages  of  education  there, 
and  they  must,  therefore,  ardently  desire  that  the 
same  advantages  be  extended  to  the  people  of  the 
Atlantic  States. 

Your  committee  are  persuaded  that,  from  the 
views  which  they  have  thus  presented,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  appropriations  of  public  lands  for  the  pur- 
pose of  education,  the  Senate  will  be  satisfied  that 
Maryland,  and  the  other  States  which  have  not 
yet  had  the  benefit  of  any  such  appropriations,  are 
entitled  to  ask  of  the  General  Government  to  be 
placed  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  States  which 
have  already  received  them.  They  believe  that 
no  one,  convinced  of  the  justice  of  such  a  meas- 
ure, can  question  its  expediency ;  nor  can  they  en- 
tertain any  apprehension  that  an  application  to 
Congress,  supported  by  the  combined  influence  of 
all  the  States  which  are  interested,  would  fail  of 
success.  F'or  the  purpose,  therefore,  of  drawing 
the  attention  of  the  National  Legislatare  to  this 
important  subject,  and  of  obtaining  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  other  States,  your  committee  beg  leave 
to  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  reso- 
lutions: 

Resdveti  by  tJu  General  Ame^nUy  of  Maryland^ 
That  each  ot  the  United  States  ha!>  an  equal  right 
to  participate  in  the  benefit  of  the  public  lands, 
the  common  property  of  the  Union. 

Rtsdvei^  That  the  States  in  whose  favor  Con- 
gress have  nut  made  appropriations  of  land  for  the 
purposes  of  education,  are  entitled  to  such  appro- 
priations as  will  correspond,  in  a  just  proportion, 
with  those  heretofore  made  in  favor  of  the  other 
States. 

Regolttd^  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be 
requested  to  transmit  copies  of  the  foregoing  re- 
port and  resolutions  to  each  of  our  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress,  with  a  request  that 
they  will  lay  the  same  before  their  respective 
Houses,  and  u>e  their  endeavors  to  procure  the 
passage  of  an  act  to  carry  into  effect  the  just  prin- 
ples  therein  set  forth. 

Rfsdved,  Tliat  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be 
also  requested  to  transmit  copies  of  the  said  report 
and  resolutions  to  the  Governors  of  the  several 
States  of  the  Union,  with  a  request  that  they  will 
communicate  the  same  to  the  Legislatures  thereof, 
respectively,  and  solicit  their  co-operation. 

AH  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

V.  MAXCY,  Chairvian. 


A  PROCLAMATION. 

BY  THE  PREyiDENT  OF  THE  INITEI)  8TATEa. 

Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  by 
a  joint  resolution  of  the  second  day  of  March  last, 
entitled  "  Resolution  providing  for  the  admission 
of  the  State  of  Missouri  into  tlie  Union  on  a  cer- 
tain condition,"  did  determine  and  declare — "  That 
'  Missouri  should  be  admitted  into  this  Union  on 
'  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  in  all 
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'  respects  whatever,  upon  the  fundamental  condi- 

•  tion,  that  the  fourth  clause  of  the  twenty-sixth 
'  section  of  the  third  article  of  the  constitution  sub- 

•  mitted  on  the  part  of  said  State  to  Congress,  shall 
'  never  be  construed  to  authorize  the  passage  of 
'  any  Jaw,  and  that  no  law  shall  be  passed  in  con- 

•  formity  thereto,  by  which  any  citizen  of  either 

•  of  the  States  of  this  Union  shall  be  excluded  from 
'  the  enjoyment  of  any  of  the  privileges  and  im- 
'  munities  to  which  such  citizen  is  entitled  under 
'  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  :  Provided, 
'  That  the  Legislature  of  the   said   State,  by  a 

•  solemn  public  act,  shall  declare  the  assent  of  the 
'  said  State  to  the  said  fundamental  condition,  and 
'  shall  transmit  to  the  President  of  the  United 
'  States,  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  in  Novem- 

•  ber  next,  an  authentic  copy  of  said  act ;  upon  the 

•  receipt  whereof,  the  President,  by  proclamation, 
'  shall  announce  the  fact:  whereupon,  and  with- 
'  out  any  further  proceeding  on  the  part  of  Con- 
'  eress,  the  admission  of  the  said  State  into  this 

•  Union  shall  be  considered  as  complete:" And 

whereas,  by  a  solemn  public  act  of  the  Assembly 
of  the  said  Stateof  Missouri,  passed  on  the  twenty- 
sixth  of  June,  in  the  present  year,  entitled  "A 
'  solemn  public  act  declaring  the  assent  of  this 
'  State  to  the  fundamental  condition  contained  in 

•  a  resolution  passed  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
'  States,  providing  for  the  admission  of  the  State 
'  of  Missouri  into  the  Union  on  a  certain  condi- 

•  tion  ;"  an  authentic  copy  whereof  has  been  com- 


municated to  me,  it  is  solemnly  and  publicly  enacted 
and  declared,  that  that  State  has  assented,  and 
does  assent,  that  the  fourth  clause  of  the  twenty- 
sixth  section  of  the  third  article  of  the  constitution 
of  said  State  "shall  never  be  construed  toauthor- 
'  ize  the  passage  of  any  law,  and  that  no  law  shall 
'  be  passed  in  conformity  thereto,  by  which  any 
'  citizen  of  either  of  the  United  States  shall  be  ex- 
'  eluded  from  the  enjoyment  of  any  of  the  privi- 
'  leges  and  immunities  to  which  such  citizens  are 
'  entitled  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
'States :"_Now,  therefore,  I,  James  Monroe, 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of 
the  resolution  of  Congress  aforesaid,  have  issued 
this  my  Proclamation,  announcing  the  fact,  that 
the  said  Stateof  Missouri  has  assented  to  the  fun- 
damental condition  required  by  the  resolution  of 
Congress  aforesaid  ;  whereupon  the  admission  of 
the  said  State  of  Missouri  into  this  Union  is  de- 
clared to  to  be  complete. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  of  America  to  be  affixed 
to  these  presents,  and  signed  the  same  with 
[l.  8.J  my  hand.  Done  at  the  City  of  Washington, 
the  tenth  day  of  August,  1821 ;  and  of  the 
Independence  of  the  said  United  States  of 
America  the  forty-sixth. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
By  the  President : 

John  Quincy  Aoa.ms, 

Secretary  of  State. 


( 
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PA88ED    AT    THE    SECOND  SESSION    OF    THE    SIXTEENTH    CONGRESS,  BEGUN   AND 
HELD   AT   THE    CITY    OF    WASHINGTON.   MONDAY.    NOVEMBER    in,    1820. 
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.^ 


An  Act  to  alter  the  terms  of  the  District  Court  in 

Alabama. 

Be  it  enacted^  by  the  Senate  nud  Houf>e  of  Repre- 
stntrUires  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  C<mgres(t 
assembled,  That  the  first  se&sion  of  the  District 
Court,  for  the  District  of  Alabama,  shall  be  holden 
at  Mobile,  on  the  third  Monday  of  February,  1821 ; 
and,  thereafter,  the  stated  sessions  of  saia  Court, 
instead  of  the  times  heretofore  appointed,  shall  be 
holden,  annually,  as  follows:  at  Mobile,  on  the 
first  Mondays  of  January  and  June,  and  at  Ca- 
hawba,  on  the  first  Mondays  of  April  and  IVovem- 
ber;  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it.  further  enacted,  That  a  11  pro- 
cess which  may  have  issued,  or  may  hereafter 
issue,  returnable  to  the  next  succeeding  terms,  as 
heretofore  established,  shall  be  held  returnable, 
and  be  returned,  to  those  terras  to  which  thev  are 
severally  chanced  by  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fuiiher  enarted.  That  there 
shall  be  but  one  clerk  for  the  District,  who  shall 
keep  only  one  set  of  records;  any  law  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

Approved,  November  27,  1820.* 


transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  by 
such  officer  of  the  State  as  the  Legislature  thereof 
shall  direct;  and  in  default  of  such  return  being 
made,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  re- 
quired to  withhold  the  payment  of  any  sums  that 
may  then  be  due,  or  which  may  thereafter  become 
due,  until  a  return  shall  be  made,  as  herein  re- 
quired. 
Approved,  December  12,  1820. 


An  Act  to  provide  for  paying  to  the  State  of  Illinois 
three  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  arising  from  the 
sale  of  pubUc  lands  within  the  same. 
Be  it  enacted,  (fc.  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall,  from  time  to  lime,  and  whenever 
the  quarterly  accounts  of  public  moneys  of  the 
several  Land  Offices  shall  be  settled,  pay  three 
per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States,  lying  within  the  Slate  of  Illinois, 
which,  since  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thous- 
and eight  hundred  and  nmeteen,  have  been,  or 
hereafter  mav  be,  sold  by  the  United  States,  after 
deducting  all  expenses  incidental  to  the  same,  to 
such  person  or  persons  as  may  be  authorized  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  said  State  to  receive  the 
same;  which  sums,  thus  paid,  shall  be  applied  to 
the  encouragement  of  learnmg  within  said  State, 
in  conformity  to  the  provisions  on  this  subject, 
contained  in  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable 
the  people  of  the  Illinois  territory  to  form  a  con- 
stitution and  State  government,  and  for  the  ad- 
mission of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,"  approved  April 
eighteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eigh- 
teen, and  to  no  other  purpose;  and  an  annual  ac- 
count of  the  application   of  the  same  shall  be 


An  Act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled   •♦An  act  to  alter 

the  times  of  the  session  of  the  Circuit  and  District 

Courts  in  the  District  of  Columbia." 

Bf  it  enacted,  *f..  That  the  act  passed  on  the 
eleventh  dav  of  May  last,  to  alter  the  times  of  the 
session  of  the  Circuit  and  District  Courts  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  instead  of  being  limited  to 
take  effect  on  the  first  day  of  January  next,  shall 
have  full  operation  and  effect  from  and  after  the 
passing  hereof;  and  that  all  the  writs  and  process 
of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
for  the  county  of  Washington,  shall  be  returned 
and  continued  in  like  manner  as  if  the  said  act 
had  taken  effect  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day 
of  July  last. 

Approved,  December  29,  1820. 


An  Act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Henry  Willia." 
Be  U  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Henry 
Willis,"  passed  on  the  eighth  day  of  May,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  except  from  location  all  town  lots  and 
lands  now  or  hereafter  reserved  by  the  United 
States,  or  which  may  have  been,  or  may  be,  ap- 
propriated by  Congress  for  the  use  of  any  State, 
or  for  any  other  purpose,  and  that  the  location  be 
made  within  two  years  from  the  passage  of  this 
act. 

Approved,  December  29,  1820. 


An  Act  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  District  Coart 
in  the  District  of  Mississippi. 

Be  it  enacted,  <f-r..  That  the  District  Court,  in 
the  District  of  Mississippi,  heretofore  holden  on 
the  first  Mondays  in  May  and  December,  shall 
hereafter  hold  its  regular  terms  only  on  the  first 
Monday  in  January  and  July ;  any  law  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 
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Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
writ,  process,  subpcena,  or  recognisance,  returna- 
ble, according  to  law,  or  tUe  tenor  thereof,  to 
either  of  the  aforesaid  terms,  holden  on  the  first 
Mondays  in  May  and  December,  shall  be  returna- 
ble to  the  next  succeeding  terra  of  said  court,  to 
be  holden  on  the  first  Monday  in  January  and 
July.— Approved,  January  11,  1821. 

An  Act  making  a  partial  appropriation  for  the  MiUtary 
Service  of  the  United  Statea,  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-one. 
Be  U  enacted,  d^c,  That  the  following  sums  be, 

and  they  are  hereby,  appropriated,  on  account  of 

the  military  service  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 

hundred  and  twenty-one,  to  wit : 
For  subsistence  ohhe  Army  of  the  United  States, 

one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  arrearages  on  the  settlement  of  outstanding 
claims,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  Q,uarlermaster's  department,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
sums  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury, 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  January  17,  1821. 

An  Act  to  eitend  the  time  for  locating  Virginia  Mili- 
tary Land  Warrant*!,  and  returning  surreya  thereon 
to  the  General  Lnnd  Office. 
Be  a  enacted,  ft.,  That  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment, 
their  heirs  or  assigns,  entitled  to  bounty  lands 
within  the  tract  of  county  reserved  by  the  State  of 
Virginia,  between  the  Little  Miami  and  Scioto 
rivers,  shall  be  allowed  a  further  time  of  two  years, 
from  the  fourth  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-one,  to  obtain  warrants  and 
complete  their  locations,  and  the  further  time  of 
four  years,  from   the  fourth  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  to  return 
their  surveys  and  warrants,  or  certified  copies  of 
warrants,  to  the  Cleneral  Land  Office,  to  obtain 
patents. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fttriher  enacted,  That  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
patents  to  issue  for  lands  located  and  surveyed  by 
virtue  of  certain  Virginia  resolution  warrants," 
passed  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seven,  shall  be  revived  and  in  force, 
with  all  its  restrictions,  except  that  the  respective 
times  allowed  for  making  locations,  and  returning 
surveys  thereon,  shall  be  limited  to  the  terras  pre- 
scribed by  the  first  section  of  this  act,  for  the  loca- 
tion and  return  of  surveys  on  other  warrants,  and 
that  the  surveys  shall  be  returned  to  the  General 
Land  Office:  Provided,  That  no  locations  as  afore- 
said, in  virtue  of  this  or  the  preceding  section  of 
this  act,  shall  be  made  on  tracts  of  lands  for  which 
patents  had  previously  been  issued,  or  which  had 
been  previously  surveyed;  and  any  patent  which 
may,  nevertheless,  be  obtained  for  lands  located 
contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act, shall  be  con- 
sidered null  and  void. 

Approved,  Febru^y  9,  182J. 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Columbiun  College  in  the 
Diftrict  of  Columbia. . 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  there  be  erected,  and 
hereby  is  erected  and  established,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  a  college,  for  the  sole  and  exclusive 
purpose  of  educating  youth  in  the  English,  learned, 
and  foreign  languages,  the  liberal  arts,  sciences, 
and  literature,  the  style  and  title  of  which  shall  be, 
and  hereby  is  declared  to  be,  "  The  Columbian 
College,  in  the  District  of  Columbia." 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said 
college  shall  be  under  the  management,  direction, 
and  government,  of  a  number  of  trustees,  not  ex- 
ceeding thirty-one,  to  be  elected  triennially,  by  the 
contributors  to  the  said  college,  qualified  to  vote, 
in  such  manner,  and  under  such  limitations  and 
restrictions,  as  may  be  provided  by  the  ordinances 
of  the  college,  on  the  first  Monday  in  May  ;  and 
that  the  first  trustees  of  the  said  college  shall  con- 
sist of  the  following  persons,  viz  :    Obadiah  B. 
Brown,   Luther   Rice,  Enoch    Reynolds,   Josiah 
Meigs,  Spencer  H.  Cone,  Daniel  Brown,  Return 
J.  Meigs,  Joseph  Gibson,  Joseph  Cone,  Thonaas 
Corcoran,  Burgis  Allison,  Thomas  Sewall,  and 
Joseph  Thaw.     Which  said  trustees  and  their  suc- 
cessors, shall  forever  hereafter  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  declared  to  be,  one  body  politic  and  corpo- 
rate, with  perpetual  succession,  in  deed  and  in  law, 
to  all  intenUs  and  purposes  whatsoever,  by  the  name, 
style,  and  title  of  "  The  Columbian  College  in  the 
District  of  Columbia ;"  by  which  name  and  title 
they,  the  said  trustees,  and  their  successors,  shall 
be  competent  and  capable,  at  law  and  in  eqiMty, 
to  take  to  themselves  and  their  successors,  for  the 
use  of  the  said  college,  any  estate,  in  any  messutft, 
lands,  tenements,  hereditaments.,  goods,  chattels, 
moneys,  and  oth^-r  effecLs,  by  gift,  grant,  bargain, 
sale,  conveyance,  assurance,  will, devise,  or  bequest, 
of  any   person   or  persons  whatsoever:  Provided, 
The  same  do  not  exceed,  in  the  whole  the  yearly 
value  of  twenty-five   thousand  dollars;  and  the 
same  messuages,  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments, 
and  estate,  real  and  personal,  to  grant,  bargain, 
sell,  convey,  assure,  demise,  and  to  farm,  let,  and 
place  out  on  interest,  for  the  use  of  the  said  college, 
in  such  manner  as  to  them,  or  at  least  nineof  them, 
shall  seem  most  beneficial  to  the  institution,  and 
to  receive  the  rents,  issues,  and   profits,  income 
and  interest,  of  the  same,  and  to  apply  the  aame 
to  the  proper  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  college, 
and  by  the  same  name  to  sue,  commence,  prose- 
cute, and  defend,  implead,  and  be  impleadied,  in 
any  courts  of  law  and  equity,  and  in  all  manner 
of  suits  and  actions  whatsoever,  and  gcuerally,  by 
and  in  the  same  name,  to  do  and  transact  all  and 
every  the  business   touching  or  concerning  the 
premises. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  trus- 
tees shall  cause  to  be  made  for  their  use  one  com- 
mon seal,  with  such  devices  and  inscriptions  there- 
on as  they  shall  think  proper,  under  and  by  which 
all  deeds,  diplomas,  ccrtincates,  and  acts  of  the 
said  college,  shall  pass  and  be  authenticated  ;  and 
the  same  seal,  at  their  pleasure,  to  break,  and  de- 
vise a  new  one. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  fkrtf*eT  enacts,  That  the  said 
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trustees,  or  five  of  them  at  least,  shall  meet  at  the 
college,  on  College  hill,  in  the  said  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, on  the  first  Monday  in  March  next,  for  the 
purpose  of  concerting  and  agreeing  to  such  business 
as,  m  consequence  oV  this  act,  shall  be  iHt)per  to 
be  laid  before  them  at  the  commencement  of  the 
work  they  have  undertaken,  and  shall  have  power 
to  adjourn,  from  time  to  time,  as  they  shall  see 
cause,  to  any  other  times  or  places  for  the  purpose 
of  perfecting  the  sarae.  That  there  shall  be  a  stated 
meeting  of  the  said  trustees  held  twice  in  every 
year  at  least,  at  such  place  and  time  as  the  said 
trustees,  or  a  quorum   thereof,  shall   appoint,  of 
which  public  notice  shall  be  given,  after  the  first 
meeting,  at  least   twenty  days  before  the  time  of 
such  intended  meeting,  whenever  the  president,  to 
be  appointed  by  them,  shall  deem  the  business  of 
the  institution  to  require  the  same,  and  give  due 
notice  thereof,  which  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
do ;  and  if,  at  such  stated  or  occasional  meetings, 
five  of  the  said  trustees  shall  not  be  present,  those 
of  them  who  shall  be  present,  shall  have  power  to 
adjourn  the  meeting  to  any  other  day,  as  fully  and 
eflectually,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  il'  the 
whole  number  of  trustees  for  the  time  being  were 
present ;  but,  if  five  or  more  of  the  said  trustees 
shall  meet  at  the  said  appointed  times,  or  at  any 
other  time  of  adjournment,  then  such  five  of  the 
said   trustees  shall  be  a  board  or  quorum,  and  a 
majority  of  the  votes  of  them  shall  be  capable  of 
doing  and  transacting  all  the  business  and  con- 
cerns of  the  said  college  not  otherwise  provided 
for  by  this  act ;  and  particularly  of  making  and 
enacting  ordinances   for   the  government  of  the 
said  college;  of  electing  and  appointing  the  presi- 
dent, processors,  and  tutors,  for  the  said  college ; 
of  agreeing  with  them  for  their  salaries  and  sti- 
pends,  and    removing  them   for   misconduct,   or 
breach  of  the  laws  of  the  institution;  of  appoint- 
ing committees  of  their  own  body  to  carry  into 
execution  all'and  every  the  resolutionsof  the  board  ; 
of   appointing   a   president,   treasurer,  secretary, 
stewards,  managers,  and  other  necessary  and  cus- 
tomary officers,  for  taking  care  of  the  estate,  and 
managing  the  concerns  of  the  corporation  ;  and, 
generally,  a  majority  of  voices  of  the  board,  or 
quorum  of  the  said  trustees,  consisting  of  five  trus- 
tees at  least,  at  any  semi-annual,  occasional,  or 
adjourned  meeting,  after  notice  given  as  aforesaid, 
shall  determine  all  matters  and  things  (although 
the  same  be  not  herein  particularly  mentioned) 
which  shall  occasionally  arise,  and  be  incidentally 
necessary  to  be  determined  and  transacted  by  the 
said  trustees :  Provided  alwayx,  That  no  ordinances 
shall  be  of  force  which  shall  be  repugnant  to  this 
charter,  or  to  the  laws  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  head 
or  chief  master  for  the  said  college  shall  be  called 
and  styled  "  The  President,"  and  the  masters  there- 
of shall  be  called  "  Professors  and  Tutors,"  but 
neither  president,  professors,  or  tutors,  while  they 
remain  such,  shall  ever  be  capable  of  the  office  of 
trustee. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  furtlter  enacted,  That  the  presi- 
dent, nrofessors,  and  tutors,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
shall  be  called  and  styled  "  The  Faculty  of  the 
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College;"  which  faculty  shall  have  the  power  of 
enforcing  the  rules  and  regulations  adopted  by  the 
trustees  for  the  government  of  the  pupils  by  te* 
warding  or  censuring  them,  and,  finally,  by  stw- 
pending  such  of  them  as,  after  repeated  admoni- 
tions, shall  continue  disobedient  and  refractory, 
until  a  determination  oC  a  quorum  of  the  trustees 
can  be  had ;  and  of  granting  and  confirming,  by 
and  with  the  approbation  and  consent  of  a  board 
of  the  trustees,  signified  by  their  mandamus,  suek 
degrees  in  the  liberal  arts  and  sciences  to  suck 
pupils  of  the  institution,  or  others,  who,  by  their 
proficiency  in  learning,  or  other  meritorious  dis- 
tinction, they  shall  think  entitled  to  them,  as  ar€ 
usually  granted  and  conferred  in  colleges;  and  to 
grant,  to  such  graduates,  diplomas  or  certificates, 
under  their  common  seal,  and  signed  by  the  faculty, 
to  authenticate  and  perpetuate  the  memory  of  such 
graduation. 

Sec.  7.  And  Ite  it  further  enacted,  That  perscms 
of  every  religious  denomination  shall  be  capable  of 
being  elected  trustees ;  nor  shall  any  person,  either 
as  president,  professor,  tutor,  or  pupil,  be  refused 
admittance  into  said  college,  or  denied  any  of  the 
privileges,  immunities,  or  advantages  thereof,  for 
or  on  account  of  his  sentiments  in  matters  of  re- 
ligion. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  mis- 
nomer of  the  said  corporation  shall  defeat  or  annul 
any  gift,  grant,  devise,  or  bequest,  to  or  from  the 
said  corporation :  Provided,  The  intent  of  the  par- 
ties shall  sufficiently  appear  upon  the  face  of  the 
gift,  grant,  will,  or  other  writing,  whereby  any  es- 
tate or  interest  was  intended  to  pass  to  or  from  the 
said  corporation. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  con- 
stitution of  the  said  college,  herein  and  hereby  de- 
clared and  established,  shall  be,  and  remain,  the 
inviolate  constitution  of  the  said  college  forever; 
and  the  same  shall  not  be  altered,  or  alterable,  by 
any  ordinance  or  law  of  the  said  trustees :  Provided^ 
That  it  may  be  lawful  for  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  to  revoke  and  repeal  this  act,  at  any, 
and  at  all  times  whenever  they  shall  think  fit  so 
to  do. 

Sec.  10.  Aitd  be  U  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  board  of  trustees  to  keep  a 
regular  book  or  journal,  in  which  shall  be  entered, 
under  their  direction,  besides  an  account  of  all  their 
ordinary  acts  and  proceedings,  all  the  by-laws,  or- 
dinances, rules,  and  regulations,  which  may  be 
adopted  by  the  said  board,  for  their  own  govern- 
ment, and  for  the  government  of  the  institution ; 
also,  a  .''chedule  of  all  the  property  and  effects,  real, 
personal,  or  mixed,  which  shall  or  may  be  vested 
in  the  said  trustees,  for  the  use  of  the  said  college, 
by  virtue  of  any  gift,  grant,  bargain,  sale,  will,  or 
otherwise,  together  with  annual  statements  con- 
cerning the  accounts  and  finances  of  the  institu- 
tion. That  it  shall,  moreover,  be  the  duty  of  the 
said  trustees,  to  cause  to  be  enrolled  in  the  said 
book  or  journal  the  names  of  all  the  contributors 
to  the  institution  qualified  to  vote  for  trustees,  with 
their  respective  places  of  residence,  and  the  said 
book  or  journal  shall,  at  all  times,  be  open  to  the 
inspection  or  examination  of  the  Attorney  General 
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of  the  United  States ;  and,  when  required  by  either 
House  of  Congress,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
trustees  to  furnish  anv  information  respecting  their 
own  conduct,  the  stale  of  the  institution,  and  of  its 
finances,  which  shall  t)r  may  be  so  required. 

Sec.  11.  And  he  U  further  enacted,  That  m  case 
anv  vacancy  or  vacancies  shall  happen  in  the  board 
of 'trustees  aforesaid,  by  death,  inability,  resigna- 
tion, or  otherwise,  at  any  time  between  the  stated 
or  triennial  elections,  that  then  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  the  other  trustees,  or  any  five  of  them, 
to  proceed,  at  any  subsequent  meeting  after  the 
happening  of  such'vacancy  or  vacancies,  to  choose 
by  ballot  any  suitable  person  or  persons  to  fill  the 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  em- 
ployment or  application  of  the  funds  or  income  of 
the  said  corporation,  or  any  part  thereof,  for  any 
purpose  or  object  other  than  those  expressed  and 
defined  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  or  the  invest- 
ment thereof  in  any  other  mode  than  is  described 
and  provided  in  the  second  section  thereof,  shall 
be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  forfeiture  of  all  the 
rights  and  immunities  derived  from  this  act,  and 
the  same  shall  thenceforth  cease,  and  become  null 
and  void. 

Approved,  February  9,  1821. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  public  land*, 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  aod 
twenty. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.,  That,  in  all  cases,  where  lands 
have  been  purchased  from  the  United  States,  prior 
to  the  first  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  such  person  or 
persons,  being  the  legal  holder  oi  any  certificate, 
or  certificates,  of  land,  on  or  before  the  thirtieth 
day  of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
one,  to  file,  with  the  register  of  the  land  office 
where  any  tract  of  land  has  been  purchased,  a 
relinquishment,  in  writing,  of  any  section,  half 
section,  quarter  section,  half  quarter  section,  or 
legal  subdivisionof  any  fractional  section  of  land  so 

Eurchased,  upon  which  the  whole  purchase  money 
as  not  been  paid,  and  all  sums  paid  on  account 
of  the  part  relinquished  shall  be  applied  to  the 
discharge  of  any  instalments  which  may  be,  or 
shall  hereafter  become,  due  and  payable  upon  such 
land,  so  purchased,  as  shall  not  have  been  relin- 
quished, and  shall  be  so  applied  and  credited  as  to 
complete  the  payment  on  some  one  or  more  half 
quarter  sections  where  the  payments  by  transfer 
are  sufficient  for  that  purpose:  Provided,  That  all 
divisions,  and  subdivisions,  contemplated  by  this 
act,  shall  be  made  in  conformity  with  the  first  sec- 
tion of  an  act  making  further  provision  for  the 
sale  of  public  lands,  passed  the  twenty-fourth  day 
of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  : 
And  provided,  also,  That  the  right  of  relinquish- 
ment hereby  given  shall,  in  no  case,  authorize  the 
party  relinquishing  to  claim  any  repayment  from 
the  United  States:  And  provided,  also,  That  where 
any  purchaser  has  purchased,  at  the  same  time, 
two  or  more  quarter  sections,  he  shall  not  be  per- 
mitted to  relinquish  less  than  a  quarter  section. 


Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  in- 
terest which  shall  have  accrued  before  the  thirtieth 
day  of  September  next,  upon  any  debt  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  public  land,  shall  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  remitted  and  discharged. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  persons 
indebted  to  the  United  States,  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  divided  into  three  classes ;  the  first  class  to 
include  all  such  persons  as  shall  have  paid  to  the 
United  States  only  one-fourth  part  of  the  original 
price  of  the  land  by  them  respectively  purchased 
or  held  ;  the  second  class  to  include  all  such  per- 
sons as  shall  have  paid  to  the  United  States  only 
one-half  part  of  sucn  original  price;  and  the  third 
class  to  include  all  such  persons  as  shall  have  paid 
to  the  United  States   three-fourth  parts  of  such 
original  price ;  and  the  debts  of  the  persons  inclu- 
ded in  the  first  class  shall  be  paid  m  eight  equal 
annual  instalments ;  the  debts  of  the  persons  in- 
cluded in  the  second  class  shall  be  paid  in  six 
equal  annual  instalments;  and  the  debts  of  the 
persons  included  in  the  third  class  shall  be  paid  in 
four  equal  annual  instalments  ;  the  first  of  which 
instalments  in  each  of  the  classes  aforesaid  shall  be 
paid  in  manner  following,  to  wit:  of  the  third 
class,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  September  next ;  of 
the  second  class,  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  Decem- 
ber next ;  and  of  the  first  class,  on  the  thirtv-hrst 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-two  ;  and  the  whole  of  the  debt  aforesaid, 
shall  bear  an  annual  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  p>r 
cent.:  Provided  altcayn.  That  the   same  shall    »e 
;  remitted  upon  each  and  every  of  the  instalmei.t^ 
'■  aforesaid  which  shall  be  punctually  paid  when  th.* 
j  same  shall  become  payable  as  aforesaid. 
'      Sec  .  4.  An^l  bt  U  further  tnnciid.  That,  in    all 
cases  where  complete  payment  of  the  whole  sum 
due,  or  which  may  become  due,  for  any  tract  ot 
land  purchased  from  the  United  Stat«<>  aforesaid, 
shall   be  made  on  or  before  the  thirtieth  day  of 
September, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
two,  a  deduction,  at  the  rate  of  thirty-seven  and  a 
half  per  centum,  shall  be  allowed  u|>on  the  sum 
remaining  unpaid:  Provided,  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  authorize  any  discount  upon  pay- 
ments made  byatransfer  of  former  payments  under 
the  provisions  of  the  first  section  of  this  act. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  each  and 
every  individual  or  company,  that  has  laid  off,  on 
any  lands  by  him  or  them  purchased  of  the  United 
Slates,  any  town,  a  part  or  the  whole  of  the  lots 
whereof  have  been  sold,  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
benefits  of  this  act  in  relation  to  any  iialf  quarter, 
or  quarter  section  of  land,  on  which  such  town 
may  be  situated,  and  of  all  lands  by  him  or  them 
owned,  contiguous  lo  and  adjoining  said  half 
quarter,  quarter  section,  or  section,  on  which  said 
town  is  situated,  upon  condition  only,  that  each 
and  every  person  who  has  purchased  of  him  or 
them  a  town  lot,  or  part  of  a  lot,  or  land  in  and 
adjoining  the  same,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  remis- 
sion of  all  inlorest  that  has  accrued,  and  a  dis- 
count of  twenty  per  centum  on  the  amount  un- 
paid, and  to  discharge  their  debt  by  bonds,  with 
security,  in  equal  annual  instalments  of  four  years 
from  the  thirtieth  day  of  December  next.    Nor 
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shall  the  provisions  of  this  act^be  eonstrued  to  ex- 
tend to  an)Nperson  or  persons  claiming  title  to  hind 
under  the  provisions  of  an  act  passed  the  third  day 
of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen,  entitled 
"An  act  to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  certain  pub- 
lic lands  for  the  encouragement  of  the  cultivation 
of  the  vine  and  olive." 

Sec.  6.  And  l)e  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  failure 
to  pay  the  several  debts  aforesaid,  in  manner  afore- 
said, and  for  the  term  of  three  months  after  the 
day  appointed  for  the  payment  of  the  last  instal- 
ment thereof,  in  each  of  the  classes  aforesaid,  the 
land  so  purchased  or  held  by  the  respective  persons 
indebted  to  the  United  States,  as  aforesaid,  shall, 
ipso  facto,  become  forfeited,  and  revert  to  the  Uni- 
ted States.  ^ 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  fnrther  enarted.  That  no  per- 
son shall  be  deemed  to  be  included  within,  or  en- 
titled to,  the  benefits  of  any  of  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  who  shall  not,  on  or  before  the  thirtieth 
day  of  September  next,  sign  and  file  in  the  office 
of  the  register  of  the  land  office  of  the  district 
where  the  land  was  purchased,  or  where  the  residue 
of  the  purchase  money  is  payable,  a  declaration  in 
writing,  expressing  his  consent  to  the  same,  and 
shall  pay  to  the  register,  for  receiving,  recording, 
and  filing  the  same,  fifty  cents. 

Sec  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be,  ' 
and  hereby  is  made,  the  duty  of  the  several  regis- 
ters and  receivers  of  the  land  offices  of  the  United 
Slates,  according  to  the  forms  and  instructions 
which  shall  be  given  in  that  behalf  by  the  Trea- 
sury Department,  to  assist  in  carrying  this  act  into 
execution,  to  keep  full  and  faithful  accounts  and 
records  of  all  proceedings  under  the  same ;  and,  i 
within   the  terra  of  three  months  after  the  said 
thirtieth  day  of  September  next,  to  transmit  to  the 
said  department  a  correct  report  of  the  quantity  of  i 
land  relinquished  to  the  United  Stales  ;  thequan- , 
tity  on  which  full  payment  shall  have  been  made  ; 
and  the  quantity  on  which  a  further  credit  shall 
have  been  given,  distinguishing  the  amount  of  the  i 
debt  on  which  further  credit  shall  have  been  al- 
lowed ;  and  the  registers  and  receivers,  respectively, 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  fifty  cents  from  the  party 
relinquishing,  for  each  half  quarter  section,  quarter 
section,  halt  section,  section,  or  le^al  subdivision 
of  a  fractional  section,  so  relinquished. 

Sec  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  lands 
purchased  from  the  United  States,  on  or  before  the  . 
first  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty, 
which  are  not  already  forfeited,  shall  be  considered 
as  forfeited  to  the  Government,  for  failing  in 
completing  the  payment  thereon,  until  the  said 
thirtieth  day  of  September  next ;  and  all  the  lands 
which  shall  be  relinquished  to  the  United  States, 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  deemed  and  held  to  be  for- 
feited, and,  with  all  other  lands  which  may  become  ' 
forfeited  under  this  act,  shall  be  sold  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  making 
further  provision  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands," 

Eassed  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  April,  eifirhteen 
undred  and  twenty. 

Sec  10.  And  be  it  furtfur  enacttd,  That  no  land 
which  shall  be  surrendered  under  the  provisions 


of  this  act,  shall  be  offered  for  sale  for  the  term  of 
two  years  after  the  surrender  thereof. 
Approved,  March  2,  1821. 


An  Act  to  reduce  and  fix  the  Military  Establishment 
of  the  United  States. 
Be  it.  enacted,  f  c,  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  June  next,  the  Military  Peace  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States  shall  be  composed  of 
four  regiments  of  artillery  and  seven  regiments  of 
infantry,  with  such  officers  of  engineers,  of  ord- 
nance, and  of  the  staff,  as  are  hereinafter  provided 
I  for. 

j      Sec  2.  And  be  itfurtfier  enacted,  That  each  regi- 
i  raent  of  artillery  shall  consist  of  one  colonel,  one 
I  lieuteuant  colonel,  one  major,  one  sergeant  major, 
I  one  quartermaster  sergeant,  and  nine  companies, 
,  one  of  which  shall  be  designated  and  equipped  as 
j  light  artillery  ;  and  that  there  shall  be  attached  to 
i  each  regiment  of  artillery  one  supernumerary  cap- 
;  tain  to  perform  ordnance  duty,  and  that  each  com- 
J  pany  shall  consist  of  one  captain,  two  first  lieu- 
I  tenants,   two  second  lieutenants,  four  sergeants, 
j  four  corporals,  three  artificers,  two  musicians,  and 
fortv-t  wo  privates.    That  each  regiment  of  infantry 
I  shall  consist  of  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant  colonel, 
j  one  major,  one  sergeant  major,  one  quartermaster 
sergeant,  two  principal  musicians,  and  ten  com- 
panies, each  of  which  shall  consist  of  one  captain, 
one  first  lieutenant,  one  second  lieutenant,  three 
sergeants,  four  corporals,  two  musicians,  and  forty- 
two  privates  ;  and  that  to  each  regiment  of  artil- 
lery and  infantry  there  shall  be  one  adjutant,  who 
shall  be  taken  from  the  subalterns  of  the  line. 

Sec  3.  A)id  be  it  furtlur  enacted,  That  the  corps 
of  engineers  (bombardiers  excepted)  and  the  to- 
pographical engineers,  and  their  assistants,  shall 
l>e  retained  in  service  as  at  present  organized. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  ord- 
nance department  shall  be  merged  in  the  artillery, 
and  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  select  from^the 
regiments  of  artillery  such  officers  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  perform  ordnance  duties,  who,  while  so 
detached,  shall  receive  the  pay  and  emoluments 
now  received  .by  ordnance  officers,  and  shall  be 
subject  only  to  the  orders  of  the  War  Department ; 
and  that  the  number  of  enlisted  men  in  the  ord- 
nance department  be  reduced  to  fifty-six. 

Sec  5.  And  be  it  furtJ^er  enacted,  That  there  shall 
l>e  one  major  general,  with  two  aids-de-camp,  two 
brigadier  generals,  each  with  one  aid-de-camp; 
and  that  the  aids-de-camp  be  taken  from  the  sub- 
alterns of  the  line,  and,  in  addition  to  their  other 
duties,  shall  perform  the  duties  of  assistant  adju- 
tant general. 

Sec  6.  And  Ije  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shall 
be  one  adjutant  general,  and  two  inspectors  gen- 
eral, with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments,  of  col- 
onels of  cavalry. 

Sec  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shall 
be  one  quartermaster  general ;  that  there  shall  be 
two  quartermasters,  with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emol- 
uments of  majors  of  cavalry ;  and  ten  assistant 
quartermasters,  who   shall,  in   addition   to  their 
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pay  in  the  line,  receive  a  sum  not  less  than  ten 
dollars,  nor  more  than  twenty  dollars  per  month, 
to  be  regulated  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Sec.  8.  Andhe  it  further  maded,  That  there  shall 
be  one  commissary  general  of  subsistence  ;  and 
that  there  shall  be  as  many  assistant  commissaries 
as  the  service  may  require,  not  exceeding  fifty,  who 
shall  be  taken  from  the  subalterns  of  the  line,  and 
shall,  in  addition  to  their  pay  in  the  line,  receive 
a  sum  not  less  than  ten,  nor  more  than  twenty 
dollars  per  month  ;  and  that  the  assistant  quarter- 
masters, and  assistant  commissaries  of  subsistence, 
shall  be  subject  to  duties  in  both  departments, 
under  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall 
be  one  paymaster  general,  with  the  present  com- 
pensation, and  fourteen  paymasters,  with  the  pay 
and  emoluments  of  regimental  paymasters,  and 
that  there  shall  be  one  commissary  of  purchases, 
and  two  military  storekeepers,  to  be  attached  to 
the  purchasing  department. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  itfuHher  enacted,  That  the  med- 
ical department  shall  consist  of  one  surgeon  gene- 
ral, ei»ht  surgeons,  with  the  compensation  of  regi- 
mental surgeons,  and  forty-five  assistant  surgeons, 
with  the  compensation  of  post  surgeons. 

Sec,  11.  And  be  it  further  evaded,  That  the  offi- 
cers, non-commissioned  ofl&cers,  artificers,  musi- 
cians, and  privates,  retained  by  this  act,  except 
those  specially  provided  for,  shall  have  the  same 
rank,  pav,  and  emoluments,  as  are  provided  in 
like  cases  by  existing  laws ;  and  that  the  force 
authorized  and  continued  in  service  under  this  act 
shall  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enaded,  That  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  cause  to  be  arranged 
the  oflBcers,  non-commissioned  officers,  artificers, 
musicians,  and  privates,  of  the  several  corps  now 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  in  such  man- 
ner as  to  form  and  complete  out  of  the  same  the 
force  authorized  by  this  act,  and  cause  the  super- 
numerary officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  arti- 
ficers, musicians,  and  privates,  to  be  discharged 
from  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  tnad^.  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  and  paid  to  each  commissioned 
officer,  who  shall  be  discharged  from  the  service 
of  the  United  States  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  three 
months  pay,  in  addition  to  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments to  which  he  may  be  entitled  by  law  at  the 
time  of  his  discharge. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enaded,  That  the  sys- 
tem of  "  General  Regulations  for  the  Army,"  com- 
piled by  Major  Greneral  Scott,  shall  he,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  approved  and  adopted  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  and 
of  the  militia  when  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States. 

Approved,  March  2,  1821. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  lupport  of  Gov- 
ernment, for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twcnty-onc. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  following  sums  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  respectively  appropriated 


for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  htin- 
dred  and  twenty-one,  that  is  to  say : 

For  compensation  granted  by  law  to  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives,  their  officers,  and 
attendants,  three  hundred  and  fourteen  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars. 

For  the  compensation  of  the  Senators  and  Rep- 
resentative elected  by  Missouri,  six  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  the  expenses  oi  fire  wood,  stationery,  print- 
mg,  and  all  other  contingent  expenses  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  forty-nine  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  the  Library  of  Coneress,  in- 
cluding the  Librarian's  allowance  for  the  year, 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  Library  of 
Congress,  comprehending  the  statutes  and  the  re- 
ports of  the  decisions  of  the  courts  of  law  and 
chancery  of  the  different  States,  with  the  latest 
maps  of^the  several  States  and  Territories  of  the 
United  States,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  six 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Depai 
ment  of  State,  by  the  act  of  twentieth  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  fifteen  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said  de- 
partment, including  the  messenger  to  the  Patent 
office,  nine  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  and  incidental  expenses  of 
the  Department  of  State,  including  expenses  of 
distributing  copies  of  the  laws  of  the  second  ses- 
sion of  the  sixteenth  Congress,  twenty-two  thous- 
and seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, six  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  per  act  of  twentieth 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 
ten  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said 
office,  seven  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury,  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 
For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  First  Comptroller,  per  act  of  twentieth  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  seven- 
teen thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  Comptroller, 
thrcf  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Second  Comptroller,  per  act  of  twentieth  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 
nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
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the  First  Auditor,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  fifteen  thou- 
sand two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compen-sation  to  the  Second  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Second  Auditor,  per  act  of  twentieth  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  seven- 
teen thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  m  said  of- 
fice, four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Third  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Third  Auditor,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  twenty -eight 
thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said  of- 
fice, seven  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Fourth  Auditor,  per  act  of  twentieth  April, 
one  thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and  eighteen,  fifteen 
thousand  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  F'ifth  Auditor,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  ten  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars. 

For  three  clerks,  to  complete  the  duties  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  transferred  to  the 
office  of  the  Fifth  Auditor,  three  thousand  seven 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Treasurer,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  nve  thousand 
two  hundred  a;id  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  an  additional  clerk,  as  al- 
lowed by  act  of  appropriation,  of  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  and  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty  ;  and  also  for  an  assist- 
ant to  the  chief  clerk,  one  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  office,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Commissioner,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  twenty-two 
thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Treas- 
ury, three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 


the  Register,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  twenty-two  thoa- 
sand  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  office, 
including  the  allowance  for  stamping  ships'  regis- 
ters, five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  secretary  of  the  Cooa- 
missioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  allowance  to  the  person  employed  in  trans- 
mitting passports  and  sea-letters,  for  expense  of 
translating  foreign  languages  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  stationery,  fuel. 
printing,  and  all  other  contingent  and  incidental 
expenses  in  the  Treasury  Department,  and  the 
several  offices  therein,  forty-eight  thousand  serea 
hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

For  allowance  to  the  superintendent  and  fotir 
watchmen,  employed  for  the  security  of  the  State 
and  Treasury  buildings,  one  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  six 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  War  De- 
partment, per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  twenty-three  thousaad 
four  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said  De- 
partment, seven  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  expense  of  fuel;  stationery,  printing,  and 
other  contingent  expenses,  in  said  Department, 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  maps,  plans,  books,  and  instruments,  one 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Paymaster  General, 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Paymaster  General,  per  act  of  twentieth  AprU, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  nine 
thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  office, 
four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissary  General 
of  Purchases,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Commissary,  two  thousand  eight  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  office, 
three  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  per  act  of 
twentieth  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighteen,  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Ordnance,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  two  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Far  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  two  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Engineer 
office,  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Surgeon 
General's  office,  one'  thousand  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 


1803 


APPENDIX. 


1804 


m 


%  < 


J 


i 


I 


i 


PoUic  ^cte  0^  Qmffresf. 


-<  For  tke  contingent  expenses  of  the  said  office, 
fire  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
six  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  per  act  of  twentieth 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 
eight  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said 
office,  seven  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  two 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Navy  Board,  ten  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  secretary  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Navy  Board,  two  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Board,  per  act  of 
twentieth  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighteen,  three  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  three  clerks  and  a  draughts- 
man, as  allowed  by  acts  of  appropriation  for  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  nmeteen,  and  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  in  the  office 
of  said  Commissioners,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  two 
thousand  dollars. 

For  allowance  to  the  superintendent  and  four 
watchmen,  for  the  security  of  the  War  and  Navy 
buildings,  and  for  the  repairs  of  engine,  hose,  and 
buckets,  one  thousand  nme  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Postmaster  CJeneral, 
four  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  two  Assistant  Postmasters 
Greneral,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  (Jeneral 
Post  Office,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  twenty-two  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said 
office,  six  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  four 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  of  the  Surveyor  General,  two 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Surveyor  General,  two  thousand  one  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  surveyor  south  of  Ten- 
nessee, two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  surveyor,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 
For  compensation  to  the  surveyor  in   Illinois, 
Missouri,  and  Arkansas,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  surveyor,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  surveyor  in  Alabama, 
two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  surveyor  in  Alabama,  one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 
For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 


Public  Buildings,  at  Washington  City,  two  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  and  clerks  in 
the  Mint,  nine  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  wages  of  persons  employed  in  the  different 
operations  of  the  Mint,  nine  thousand  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  and  re- 
pairs, cost  of  machinery,  and  for  allowance  of 
wastage,  in  the  gold  and  silver  coinage  of  the 
Mint,  eight  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary,  of  the  Arkansas  Territory,  six  thousand 
six  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory, 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary,  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  six  thousand 
six  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory, 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Chief  Justice,  the  As- 
sociate Judges,  and  District  Judges  of  the  United 
States,  including  the  Chief  Justice  and  Associate 
Judges  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  seventy-eight 
thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Attorney  General  of 
the  United  States,  three  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerk  in  the  office  of 
the  Attorney  General,  per  act  of  twentieth  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  in- 
cluding compensation  to  the  messenger,  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  reporter  of  the  decis- 
ions of  the  Supreme  Court,  one  thousand  dollars. 
For  compensation  to  sundry  district  attorneys 
and  marshals,  as  granted  by  law,  including  those 
in  the  several  Territories,  eight  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions  granted  by 
the  late  and  present  governments,  one  thousand 
five  hundred  and  ninety  dollars. 

For  making  good  a  deficiency  in  the  fund  for 
the  relief  and  protection  of  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men, fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  support  of  lighthouses,  and  other  estab- 
lishments for  the  protection  of  navigation,  one 
hundred  and  two  thousand  three  hundred  and 
forty-one  dollars  and  twenty-eight  cents. 

F'or  surveying  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  additional  compensation  allowed  by  the  act 
of  the  twentieth  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eighteen,  to  the  clerks  in  the  oflnce  of  the 
Superintendent  General  of  Indian  trade,  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  bringing  on  the  votes  of  President  and  Vice 
President,  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
five  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

For  expenses  of  ships'  registers,  three  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  fiftv  dollars. 

For  the  discharge  of*^  such  miscellaneous  claims 
against  the  United  States,  not  otherwise  provided 
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for,  as  shall  be  admitted  in  due  course  of  settlement 
at  the  Treasury,  six  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  Ministers  of  the  United 
States  at  London,  Paris,  St.  Petersburg,  and  Mad- 
rid, with  the  salaries  of  their  several  Secretaries  of 
Legation,  and  the  salaries  of  the  Charge  d'Affaires 
at  the  Hague,  Rio  Janeiro,  and  at  Stockholm,  fifty- 
seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  an  outfit  to  a  Minister  at  Paris,  nine  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  those  missions, 
ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  inter- 
course, thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the  Bar- 
bary  Powers,  forty-two  thousand  dollars. 

Por  salaries  of  the  agents  for  claims  on  account 
of  spoliations  and  for  seamen,  at  London  and  Paris, 
four  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  American  sea- 
men in  foreign  countries,  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  opening,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  within  the  Indian  country,  a  road 
from  a  point  at  or  near  Turner  Brashear's  Stand, 
on  the  old  Natchez  road,  to  a  point  at  or  near 
Columbus,  on  the  military  road,  the  sum  of  five 
thousand  dollars,  which,  by  an  act  of  the  twenty- 
seventh  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighteen,  was  appropriated  for  keeping  in  re- 
pair said  old  road  from  Natchez  to  Columbia,  in 
Tennessee,  and  which  remains  unexpended. 

Sec.  2.  Aitd  It  it  furtlier  enacted,  That  the  sev- 
eral appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shall  be 
paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise ap[iropriated. 

Approved,  March  3,  1821. 


An  Act  making  apf  ropriations  for  the  Military  Ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  for  the  year  one  thousand 
right  hundred  and  tucntj-one. 

Bt  U  enacted^  ^c.  That  the  following  sums  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  respectively,  appropria- 
ted for  the  military  service  of  the  United  States 
for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-one,  to  wit : 

For  the  pay  of  the  army  and  subsistence  of  the 
officers,  nine  hundred  and  fifty-four  thousand  five 
hundred  and  fifty-five  dollars  eighty-six  cents,  in 
addition  to  an  unexpended  balance  of  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  of  one 
hundred  and  eighty  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty  dollars  and  seventy-eight  cents. 

For  three  months  gratuitous  pay  for  disbanded 
officers  and  soldiers,  including  travelling  allow- 
ances for  the  same,  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

For  subsistence,  one  hundred  and  four  thousand 
six  hundred  and  fifty-four  dollars  and  sixty-seven 
cents,  in  addition  to  the  sura  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  already  appropriated. 

hox  forage  for  officers,  forty-one  thousand  five 
hundred  and  forty-one  dollars. 

For  clothing,  two  hundred  and  seventy-six 
thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars  and 
twenty-five  cents,  in  addition  to  an  unexpended 


balance  of  thirteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
three  dollars  and  seventy-two  cents. 

For  the  Medical  and  Hospital  department, 
twenty-four  thousand  five  hundred  and  five  dol- 
lars, in  addition  to  an  unexpended  balance  of  nine 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-one  dollars 
and  sixty-five  cents. 

For  the  Q,uartermaster  Greneral's  department, 
two  hundred  and  two  thousand  eight  himdred  and 
sixty-eight  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  already  appro- 
priated, to  wit : 

For  regular  supplies,  transportation,  rents,  and 
repairs,  postage  and  courts  martial,  and  contin- 
gencies of  the  department,  and  pay  of  soldiers  em- 
ployed in  the  erection  and  repairs  of  barracks, 
surveys,  roads,  and  other  labor,  three  hundred  and 
seventeen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
dollars. 

To  complete  the  barracks  at  Baton  Rouge, 
twenty  thousand  dollars  ;  and  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  ordnance,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  arrearages  in  the  Quartermaster  Greneral's 
department,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  Military  Academy,  seventeen  thousand 
and  thirty-six  dollars  and  twenty-two  cents. 

For  fortifications,  two  hundred  and  two  thou- 
sand dollars,  in  addition  to  an  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  following  fortifications,  to  wit : 

Fort  Delaware,  fifty-five  thousand  dollars,  to 
complete  the  same. 

Fort  Washington,  twenty-two  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

Fort  Monroe,  sixty-five  thousand  dollars. 

Fort  Caii.oun,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Rigolets,  Mxty  thousand  dollars. 

Mobile  Point,  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

Repairs  and  contingencies,  twenty  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  contingencies  of  the  army,  forty  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  the  national  armories,  three  hundred  and 
forty  thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  an  unex- 
pended balance  of  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  current  expenses  of  the  ordnance  ser- 
vice, an  unexpended  balance  of  twenty-three  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars  and  seven 
cents. 

For  the  fulfilment  of  existing  contracts  for 
cannon,  shot,  and  shells,  and  for  the  purchase  of 
one  thousand  sword  belts,  and  of  timber  for  gun 
carriages,  fifty-three  thousand  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  the  annual  allowance  to  the  invalid  pen- 
sioners of  the  United  States,  two  hundred  and 
thirteen  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-four 
dollars,  in  addition  to  an  unexpended  balance  of 
one  hundred  and  one  thousand  six  hundred  and 
seventy-six  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents. 

For  the  half-pay  pensions  of  widows  and  or- 
phans, thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  arrearages,  prior  to  the  first  of  January, 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen,  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  in  addition  to  a  former  appropriation  of 
twenty  thousand  dollars. 
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For  arrearages  in  the  Indian  Department,  one 
hundred  and  thirty  thousand  two  hundred  and 
five  dollars  and  forty-four  cents. 

For  the  current  expenses  of  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment, one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  annual  allowance  to  the  Revolutionary 
pensioners  of  the  United  States,  one  million  two 
oondred  thousand  dollars,  being  part  of  the  unex- 
pended balance  of  a  former  appropriation. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  concluded 
with  the  Creek  nation,  on  the  eighth  day  of  Jan- 
uary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty, 
and  ratified  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  February, 
(me  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  forty- 
eight  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  concluded 
with  the  Choctaw  nation  of  Indians,  on  the  elev- 
enth of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty,  sixty-five  thousand  dollars ;  and  for  pay- 
ment of  one  year's  annuity  to  Mushulatubha, 
a  Choctaw  chief,  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  completing  the  road  in  the  State  of  Greor- 
gia,  through  the  Creek  nation,  under  the  acts  of 
the  twenty-seventh  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixteen,  twenty-seventh  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  and 
foarteenth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  discharging  arrearages  incurred  in  building 
the  arsenal  at  Augusta,  in  Georgia,  forty  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  6e  U  further  eiMcUdj  That  the  seve- 
ral appropriations,  hereinbefore  made,  ^hall  be 
paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 

Approved,  March  3,  1821. 


one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  ninety-three  dollars. 

For  clothing  the  i^ame,  thirty  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  eighty-six  dollars,  and  thirty-one  cents. 

For  fuel  for  the  same,  six  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty-seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  6ame,  fourteen 
thousand  dollars. 

For  completing  the  equipment  of  the  vessels 
constructed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  authorizing 
the  building  of  a  certain  number  of  small  vessels 
of  war,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  to  remove  obstructions  placed  in  the 
river  Thames,  in  Connecticut,  by  the  commander 
of  the  American  ships  during  the  late  war,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  bs  it  further  enactfd.  That  the  seve- 
ral appropriations  hereinbefore  made  shall  be  paid 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved,  March  3,  1821. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-one. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Navy,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  the  following  .sums 
bej  and  the  same  are  hereby,  respectively  appro- 
priated : 

For  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officers,  and 
pay  of  the  seamen,  nine  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollars  and  twenty-five  cents. 

For  provisions,  three  hundred  and  thirty-seven 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one  dollars. 

For  medicines,  hospital  stores,  and  all  expenses 
on  account  of  the  sick,  thirty-two  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  repairs  of  vessels,  three  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-five thousand  dollars. 

For  improvement  of  navy  yards,  docks,  and 
wharves,  pay  of  superintendents,  storekeepers, 
clerks,  and  laborers,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses,  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  marine  corps, 


I  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Preaident  of  the  L'niled 
i  States  to  borrow  a  sum  not  eiceeding  five  milliona 
I      of  dollars. 

1      Be  it  eiMcted,  ^t.,  Thai    the  President  of  the 
!  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  empowered  to 
borrow,  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  a  sum 
'  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars,  at  a  rate  of 
interest,  payable  quarter-yearly,  not  exceeding  five 
per  centum  per  annum,  and  reimbursable  at  the 
will  of  the  Government,  at  any  time  after   the 
first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
:  and   thirty-five;  to  be  applied,  in  addition  to  the 
'  moneys  now  in   the  Treasury,  or  which  may  Ite 
received   therein  from  other  sources,  during  the 
present  year,  to  defray  any  of  the  public  expenses 
which  are,  or  may  be.  authorized  by  law.     The 
stock  thereby  created  shall  be  transferable  in  the 
same  manner  as  is  provided  by  law  for  the  trans- 
fer of  the  public  debt. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to 
lend  the  said  sum,  or  any  part  thereof;  and  it  is 
hereby  further  declared,  that  it  shall  be  deemed  a 
good  execution  of  the  said  power  to  Iwrrow,  for 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to 
cause  to  be  constituted  certificates  of  stock,  signed 
by  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  or  by  a  Com- 
missioner of  Loans,  for  the  sum  to  be  borrowed, 
or  for  any  part  thereof,  bearing  an  interest  of  five 
per  centum  per  annum,  transferable  and  reimburs- 
able as  aforesaid,  and  to  cause  the  said  certificates 
of  stock  to  be  sold,  provided  that  no  stock  be  sold 
under  par. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized, with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  to  employ  an  agent  or  agents 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  subscriptions  to  the 
loan  authorized  by  this  act,  or  of  selling  any  part 
of  the  stock  to  be  created  by  virtue  thereof.  A 
commission  of  not  exceeding  one-eighth  of  one 
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per  centum  on  the  amount  thus  sold,  or  for  which 
subscriptions  shall  be  obtained,  may,  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  be  allowed  to  such  agent 
or  agents ;  and  a  sum,  not  exceeding  four  thou- 
sand dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otherv/ise  appropriated,  is  hereby 
appropriated  for  that  object,  and  subscription  cer- 
tmcates,  and  certificates  of  stock,  and  other  ex- 
penses incident  to  the  due  execution  of  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much 
of  the  funds  constituting  the  annual  appropriation 


of  ten  millions  of  dollars  for  the  payment  of  the 
princinal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt  of  the 
United  States,  as  may  be  sufficient  for  that  pur- 


pose,  after  satisfying  the  sums  necessary  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest,  and  of  such  part  of  the 
principal,  of  the  said  debt,  as  the  United  States 
are  now  pledged  annually  to  pay  and  reimburse,  is 
hereby  pledged  and  appropriated  for  the  payment 
of  the  interest,  and  for  the  reimbursement  of  the 
principal,  of  the  stock  which  may  be  created  by 
virtue  of  this  act.  It  shall,  accordingly,  be  the 
duty  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
to  cause  to  be  applied,  and  paid  out  of  the  said 
fund,  yearly,  such  sura  and  sums  as  may  annually 
be  necessary  to  discharge  the  interest  accruing  on 
the  said  stock,  and  to  reimburse  the  principal,  as 
the  same  may  become  due,  and  may  be  discharged 
in  conformity  with  the  terms  of  the  loan.  And 
they  are  further  aulhoriied  to  apply,  from  time  to 
time,  such  sum  or  sums  towards  discharging,  by 
purchase,  and  at  a  price  not  above  par,  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  said  stock,  or  any  part  thereof;  and 
the  faith  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  pledged  to 
establish  sufficient  revenues  for  making  up  any 
deficiency  that  may  hereafter  take  place  in  the 
funds  hereby  appropriated  for  paying  the  said  in- 
terest and  principal  suras,  or  any  of  them,  in  man- 
ner aforesaid. — Approved,  March  3.  1821. 


An  .•\ct  for  carrying  into  execution  the  Treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain,  concluded  at  Wash- 
ington on  the  twenty-second  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen. 
Be  it  eTMcted,  ^r..  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
take  possession  of,  and  occupy,  the  territories  of 
East  and  West  Florida,  and  the  appendages  tind 
appurtenances  thereof;  and  to  remove  and  trans- 
port the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  King  of  Spain, 
being  there,  to  the  Havana,  agreeably  to  the  stipu- 
lations of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain,  concluded  at  Washington  on  the  twentv- 
second  day  of  February,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  providing  for  the  ces- 
sion of  said  territories  to  the  United  States ;  and 
he  may,  for  these  purposes,  and  in  order  to  main- 
tain in  said  territories  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  employ  any  part  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  militia  of  any  State  or 
Territory,  which  he  may  deem  necessary. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  furtfter  enarted.  That,  until  the 
end  of  the  first  session  of  the  next  Congress,  unless 
provision  for  the  temporary  government  of  said 
territories   be  sooner  made  by  Congress,  all  the 


military,  civil,  and  judicial  powers  exercised  by 
the  officers  of  the  existing  government  of  the  same 
territories,  shall  Ije  vested  in  such  person  and  per- 
sons, and  shall  be  exercised  in  such  manner  as 
the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  direct, 
for  the  maintaining  the  inhabitants  of  said  territo- 
ries in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  proper- 
ty, and  religion  ;  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
relating  to  the  revenue  and  its  collection,  subject 
to  the  modification  stipulated  by  the  fifteenth  ar- 
ticle of  the  said  treaty,  in  favor  of  Spanish  vessels 
and  their  cargoes,  and  the  laws  relating  to  the  im- 
portation of  persons  of  color  shall  be  extended  to 
the  said  territories.  And  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ized, within  the  term  aforesaid,  to  establish  such 
districts  for  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  and,  du- 
ring the  recess  of  Congress,  to  appoint  such  offi- 
cers, whose  commissions  shall  expire  at  the  end  of 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  to  enforce  the  said 
laws,  as  to  him  shall  seem  expedient. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  appoint,  during  the  recess  of  the  Sen- 
ate, a  Commissioner  and  Surveyor,  whose  com- 
missions shall  expire  at  the  end  or  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  to  meet  the  Commissioner  and  Sur- 
veyor who  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  Spain, 
for  the  purposes  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of 
said  treaty  ;  and  that  the  President  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  further  authorized  to  take  all  other  meas- 
ures which  he  shall  judge  proper,  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  stipulations  of  the  said  fourth  article. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  board 
of  three  commissioners  shall  be  appointed,  con- 
formably to  the  stipulations  of  the  eleventh  article 
of  the  said  treaty ;  and  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  is  hereby  authorized  to  take  any  meas- 
ures which  he  may  deem  expedient  for  organizing 
the  said  board  of  commissioners,  and,  for  this  pur- 
pose, may  appoint  a  secretary  well  versed  in  the 
French  and  Spanish  languages,  and  a  clerk; 
which  appointments,  if  made  during  the  recess  of 
the  Senate,  shall,  at  the  next  meeting  of  that  body, 
be  subject  to  nomination  for  their  advice  and 
consent. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  com- 
pensation of  the  respective  officers,  for  whose  ap- 
pointment provision  is  made  by  this  act,  shall  not 
exceed  the  following  sums : 

The  commissioner  to  be  appointed  conformably 
to  the  fourth  article,  at  the  rate,  by  the  year,  of 
three  thoasand  dollars. 

To  the  surveyor,  two  thousand  dollars. 

To  each  of  the  three  commissioners  to  be  ap- 
pointed conformably  to  the  eleventh  article  of  the 
treaty,  three  thousand  dollars. 

To  the  secretary  of  the  board,  two  thousand 
dollars. 

To  one  clerk,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  6.  Ami  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  car- 
rying this  act  into  execution,  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropri- 
ated, to  be  taken  from  any  moneys  in  the  Treasur)' 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  March  3,  1821. 
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An  Act  to  e«Ubli«h  the  Diitrict  of  Pearl  River. 
Bt  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  July  next,  ail  the  bays,  waters,  and  shores 
on  Lake  Borgne  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  all 
the  rivers  emptying  into  the  same,  within  the  lim- 
its of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  shall  be  a  collection 
district,  to  be  called  the  district  of  Pearl  river ;  of 
which  a  port  near  the  mouth  of  Pearl  river,  at 
such  place  as  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  designate,  shall  be  the  port  of  entry  ;  and  a 
collector  lor  the  district  shall  be  appointed,  to  re- 
side at  such  place  as  the  President  shall  direct,  at 
or  near  the  said  port,  who  shall  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive, in  addition  to  the  fees  and  other  emolu- 
ments established  by  law,  the  annual  salary  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Approved,  March  2,  1821. 

An  Act  confirming  the  location  of  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  four  sections  of  land, 
including  the  section  number  sixteen,  in  township 
number  six  north,  range  number  one  east,  of  the 
third  principal  meridian,  heretofore  selected  by 
commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose,  for  the 
seal  of  government  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  confirmed  to, 
and  vested  in,  the  said  Stale,  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid.  • 

Sec.  2.  A7ul  be  it  further  enacts,  That  th^  Gov- 
ernor  of  said  Stale  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized 
to  select  any  unappropriated  section  in  said  town- 
ship, for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  which 
shall  be  in  lieu  of  the  said  sixteenth  section. 

Approved,  March  2,  1821. 


.\n  Act  further  to  regulate  the  entry  ot  merchandise 
imported  into  the  I'nited  States  from  any  adjacent 
territory. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  master  of  any  vessel,  except  registered  vessels, 
and  of  every  person  having  charge  of  any  boat, 
canoe,  or  rati,  and  of  the  conductor  or  driver  of 
any  carriage  or  sleigh,  and  of  every  other  person 
coming  from  any  foreign  territory  adjacent  to  the 
United  States,  into  the  United  States,  with  mer- 
chandise subject  to  duty,  to  deliver,  immediately 
on  his  or  her  arrival  within  the  United  States,  a 
manifest  of  the  cargo  or  loading  of  such  vessel, 
boat,  canoe,  raft,  carriage,  or  sleigh,  or  of  the  mer- 
chandise so  brought  from  such  foreign  territory, 
at  the  ofl&ce  of  any  collector  or  deputy  collector 
which  shall  be  nearest  to  the  boundary  line,  or 
nearest  to  the  road  or  waters  by  which  such  mer- 
chandise is  brought ;  and  ejery  such  manifest  shall 
be  verified  by  the  oath  ot  such  person  delivering 
the  same;  which  oath  shall  be  taken  before  such 
collector,  or  deputy  collector  ;  and  such  oath  shall 
state  that  such  manifest  contains  a  full,  just,  and 
true  account,  of  the  kinds,  quantities,  and  values, 
of  all  the  merchandise  so  brought  from  such  for- 
eign territory ;  and  if  the  master,  or  other  person 
having  charge  of  such  vessel,  boat,  canoe,  or  raft, 
OT  the  conductor  or  driver  of  such  carriage  or 


sleigh,  or  other  person  bringing  merchandise  as 
aforesaid,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  deliver  the 
manifest  herein  required,  or  pass  by  or  avoid  such 
office,  the  merchandise  subject  to  duty,  and  so 
imported,  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  United  States, 
together  with  the  vessel,  boat,  canoe,  or  raft,  the 
tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture  of  the  same,  or  the 
carriage  or  sleigh,  and  harness  and  cattle  drawing 
the  same,  or  the  horses,  with  their  saddles  and 
bridles,  as  the  case  may  be ;  and  such  master,  con- 
ductor, or  other  importer,  shall  be  subjected  to  pay 
a  penalty  of  four  hundred  dollars. 

Sec  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  any  de- 
puty collector,  stationed  in  any  district  of  the  cus- 
toms contiguous  to  a  foreign  territory,  to  whom  a 
manifest  of  merchandise,  subject  to  duty,  shall  be 
delivered  as  aforesaid,  is  hereby  authorized  to  re- 
quire of  the  importer  of  such  merchandise  the 
payment  of  the  duties  thereon,  or  good  and  ample 
security,  either  by  bond,  with  one  or  more  suffi- 
cient sureties,  for  the  payment  thereof,  or  by  the 
deposite  of  a  portion  ot  such  merchandise,  equal, 
at  least,  to  double  the  amount  of  the  duties  on  the 
whole  importation  ;  which  bond  shall  be  cancelled, 
or  the  merchandise  so  dtposited  shall  be  deliv- 
ered to  the  owner,  on  the  producing  to  the  deputy 
collector  a  certificate  of  the  collector  of  the  dis- 
trict, that  the  duties  have  been  duly  paid. 

Sec.  3.  Aiul  he  it  fuiiher  enacted,  That  all  penal- 
ties and  forfeitures  incurred  by  force  of  this  act, 
shall  be  sued  for,  recovered,  distributed,  and  ac- 
counted for,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  du- 
ties on  imports  and  tonnage,"  passed  on  the  second 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-nine,  and  may  be  mitigated  or  remitted  in 
the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  for  the  mitigating  or  remitting  the  for- 
feitures, penalties,  and  disabilities,  accruing  in 
certain  cases  therein  mentioned."  passed  on  the 
i  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-seven. 

Approved,  March  2,  1821. 


An  Act  establishing  the  salaries  of  the  Commissioner* 
and  Agents  appointed  under  the  Treaty  of  Ghent. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-one,  each  commissioner  now  appointed,  or 
who  may  be  appointed  agreeably  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Treaty  ot  Ghent,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  hundred  dollars  per  an- 
num ;  and  each  agent  appointed,  or  who  may  be 
appointed,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  hundred  dollars  per  an- 
num ;  which  said  sums,  so  allowed  to  said  offi- 
cers, respectively,  shall  be  a  full  compensation  for 
services,  and  all  the  personal  expenses  incurred 
while  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  their 
respective  offices :  Frooided,  That  the  compensa- 
tion by  this  section  allowed,  shall  not  be  continued 
longer  than  two  years  from  the  said  first  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
one. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,    That  each 
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commissioner  and  agent  shall  not  be  entitled  to 
receive,  for  services  performed  in  their  respective 
offices,  before  the  said  first  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  any 
greater  sum  than  the  rate  of  four  thousand  four 
hundred  and  forty-four  dollars  per  annum,  which 
shall  be  considered  a  full  compensation  for  services, 
and  all  personal  expenses,  incurred  while  in  the 
discharge  of  their  respective  duties. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sum 
of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  the 
salaries  of  the  said  commissioners  and  agents,  and 
for  the  expenses  under  the  several  commissions 
under  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  for  the  present  year. 

Approved,  March  3,  1821. 


second  section  of  the  act,  approved  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  nineteen,  for  issuing  military  land  war- 
rants to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution- 
ary army,  shall  be  extended  to  the  fourth  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
three;  and  the  time  for  locating  the  unlocated 
warrants  shall  be  extended  to  the  first  day  of  Oc- 
tober thereafter. 
Approved,  March  2,  1821. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  Collectors  of  Customs  to  pay 
debentures  ispued  on  the  exportation  of  loaf  sugar, 
and  spirits  distilled  from  molasses. 

Be  it  enacted,  <fT.,  That  all  debentures  which 
have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  issued  upon  the 
exportation  of  spirits  distilled  from  molasses,  or 
sugar  refined  within  the  United  States,  shall  be 
payable  within  thirty  days  after  the  passing  of  this 
act,  or  thirty  days  after  the  date  of  their  issue,  as 
the  case  may  be,  and  shall  he  discharged  by  the 
collector  of  the  customs,  by  whom  they  may  have 
been,  or  shall  be,  issued,  out  of  the  product  of  the 
duties  upon  imports  and  tonnage ;  any  thing  in 
any  act  or  acts  of  Congress  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

Approved,  March  3,  1821.  » 


An  Act  to  extend  the  time  for  unlading  vessels  arriv- 
ing from  foreign  ports,  in  certain  cases. 

Be  it  eriacted,  ^c.  That,  when  the  capacity  of 
any  vessel  arriving  with  a  cargo  from  a  foreien 
port  shall  exceed  three  hundred  tons,  the  term  for 
unlading  such  vessel  shall  hereafter  be  twenty 
days  from  the  report  of  arrival,  Sundays  exceptea. 

Approved.  March  3,  1821. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  Public  Build- 
ings. 

Be  it  tiuuied,  ^c.  That,  for  continuing  the  work 
on  the  centre  building  of  the  Capitol,  and  other 
improvements  on  the  public  buildings,  the  follow- 
ing sums  of  money  be,  and  hereby  are,  appro- 
priated : 

For  continuing  the  work  on  the  centre  building, 
the  sum  of  eighty  thousand  dollars. 

For  covering  the  roof  of  the  President's  house 
with  copper,  seven  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-five  dollars. 

Forgraduating  and  improving  the  ground  around 
the  Capitol,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  improvements  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  and 
in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
in  the  Library,  seven  hundred  dollart^. 

Sec.  2.  Aiui  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  un- 
expended balances  of  appropriations  to  other  pub- 
lic buildings,  are  hereby  appropriated  to  the  cen- 
tre building. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  furtlur  enacted,  That  the  said 
several  sums  of  money  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys 
in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  March  3,  1821. 


An  Act  to  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
regulating  the  currency  within  the  United  States  of 
the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain,  France,  Portugal, 
and  S|>ain,"  passed  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  so 
far  as  the  same  relates  to  the  crowns  and  five-franc 
pieces  of  France. 

^  Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  so  much  of  the  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  regulating  the  currency  within  the 
United  States  of  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  Portugal,  and  Spain,"  passed  on  the 
twenty-ninth  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and 
sixteen,  as  relates  to  the  crowns  and  five-franc 
pieces  of  France,  shall  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is, 
continued  in  force  for  the  further  term  of  two 
years,  from  and  after  the  twenty-ninth  day  of 
April  next. 

Approved,  March  3,  1821. 


An  Act  extending  the  time  for  issuing  and  locating 
military  land  warrants  to  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Revolutionary  Army. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  time  limited,  by  the 


An  Act  to  extend  the  charters  of  certain  Banks  in  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  acts  incorporating 
the  several  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
herein  named,  that  is  to  say :  the  Bank  of  Alex- 
andria, and  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  in 
the  town  of  Alexandria ;  the  Bank  of  Washing- 
ton, the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  and  the  Patriotic 
Bank  of  Washington,  in  the  City  of  Washington ; 
the  Union  Bank  of  Georgetown,  the  Farmers  and 
Mechanics^  Bank  of  Georgetown,  and  the  Bank 
of  Columbia,  in  the  town  of  Georgetown,  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  extended  and  limited  to  the 
third  day  of  March,  which  shall  be  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
six,  under,  and  subject  to,  such  limitations,  modi- 
fications, and  conditions,as  are  hereinafter  enacted. 

Sec.  2.  A)id  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  if  any 
one  of  the  banks  herein  named  shall,  at  any  time, 
fail,  or  refuse  to  pay  on  demand,  any  bill,  note,  or 
obligation,  issued  by  such  bank,  in  lawful  cur- 
rency of  the  United  States,  when  required,  or  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  on  demand  in  like  cur- 
rency, if  required,  any  moneys  received  by  such 
bank  on  deposite,  to  the  person  or  persons  entitled  to 
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receive  thesame  ;  then,  and  in  such  case,  the  holder 
of  any  such  note,  bill,  or  obligation,  or  the  person 
or  persons  demanding  such  deposite  as  aforesaid, 
shall  respectively  be  entitled   to  receive  and  re-  ; 
cover  interest  on  the  same,  at  the  rate  of  twelve 
per  centum  per  annum,  from  the  time  of  the  de-  \ 
mand  until  the  same  be  fully  paid  and  satisfied.  ■ 
Andfurtlur,  It  shall  be  Ir.wful  for  Congress,  forth- 
with, to  revoke  the  charter  of  such  bank,  and  to 
provide  for  liquidating  and  settling  the  accounts 
and  affairs  thereof,  in  such  manner  as  to  their 
judgment  may  seem  expedient. 

Sec.  3.  Andh^  U  further  enacted,  That  any  presi- 
dent, director,  cashier,  teller,  clerk,  or  other  officer, 
or  servant,  of  any  of  the  said  banks,  or  of  the  Bank 
of  Potomac,  hereinafter  named,  who  shall  with- 
hold, withdraw,  conceal,  or  embezzle,  or  connive 
at  the  withholding,  withdrawal,  concealment,  or 
embezzlement,  of  the  money  or  other  property  of 
the  bank  whereof  he  is  an  officer  or  servant,  with 
intent  to  defraud  the  said  bank,  shall  be  subject  to 
prosecution  therefor,  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States,  by  indictment,  on  presentment  or  informa- 
tion, in  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  wherein 
such  offence  shall  have  been  committed,  and,  on 
conviction  thereof,  shall  be  adjudged  a  felon,  and 
suffer  an  imprisonment  of  not  less  than  one  year, 
nor  more  than  ten  years,  and  forfeit  and  pay  a 
sum  not  less  than  one  thousand,  nor  more  th^ 
twenty  thousand,  dollars  ;  one  moiety  whereof 
shall  go  to  the  United  Slate>,  and  the  other  to  the 
informer. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  U  further  eiiactfd,  That,  unless 
the  president  and  directors,  for  the  time  being,  of 
each  of  the  banks  respectively,  whose  charters  are 
hereby  extended,  shall,  on  hiehalf  of  their  stock- 
holders, and  in  virtue  of  an  authority  from  thtm, 
or  a  majority  in  interest  ami  number  of  them,  file 
their  declaration,  in  writing,  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  within  six  months 
from  the  passage  of  this  act,  assenting  to  and  ac- 
cepting the  extension  of  charter  hereby  granted, 
under  the  terras,  conditions,  and  limitations,  con- 
tained in  this  act,  such  bank  shall  forfeit  all  title 
to  such  extension  of  charter. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  exacted,  That  every 
stockholder  of  the  Bank  of  Alexandria,  of  the 
Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  and  of  the  Bank 
of  Washington,  (being  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  not  otherwise,)  shall  be  entitled  to 
vote  by  himself,  his  agent,  or  proxy,  appointed 
under  his  hand  and  seal,  at  all  elections,  m  virtue 
of  this  act,  and  shall  have  as  many  votes  as  he 
has  shares,  as  far  as  thirty  shares,  and  not  more 
than  one  vote  for  every  five  shares  thereafter. 

Sec  6.  And  be  it  further  etuxcted,  That  a  meeting; 
of  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  Alexandria,  in 
the  town  of  Alexandria,  shall  be  held  on  the  third 
Monday  of  January  in  every  year,  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  act ;  previous  notice  whereof  shall 
be  published  in  some  newspaper  printed  in  Alex- 
andria or  the  City  of  Washington,  for  the  space 
of  four  weeks  successively  ;  and  tlie  stockholders 
assembled  in  consequence  of  such  notice  shall 
choose  by  ballot  from  among  themselves,  by  a 
majority  of  votes  of  such  as  shall  be  present,  or 


by  proxy,  ten  directors,  being  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  term  of  one  year  thereafter,  and 
on  the  same  day  annually,  for  and  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  act,  a  like  election  shall  be  made; 
and  in  case  of  death,  resignation,  refusal,  or  dis- 
qualification, of  any  director,  the  remaining  di- 
rectors, at  their  next  meeting,  or  as  soon  as  con- 
venient thereafter,  shall  elect,  by  ballot,  another 
person,  qualified  as  aforesaid,  in  his  place,  for 
the  residue  of  the  year.  The  directors,  or  any 
seven  of  jhem,  shall,  at  their  next  meeting  after 
every  general  election,  elect,  by  a  majority  of 
members  present,  by  ballot,  from  among  them- 
selves, a  president,  who  shall  retain  all  the  powers 
ond  privileges  of  a  director  ;  and  in  case  of  refusal, 
death,  resignation,  or  disqualification,  of  the  presi- 
dent, the  directors  shall  meet  as  soon  as  conve- 
niently can  be  thereafter,  and,  after  filling  the 
vacancy  in  the  number  of  directors  required  by 
this  act,  elect  another  person  for  president  in  man- 
ner before  directed. 

Sec.  7.  And  fje  U  further  eiuicted.  That  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  for  any  of  the  said  banks,  after  the 
first  day  of  January  next,  to  make,  issue, or  reissue, 
any  bill,  note,  or  obligation,  payable  to  bearer  or 
order,  of  a  denomination  under  five  dollars. 

Sec  8.  Awi  he  iJ  further  emvieds  That  the  four- 
'  teenth  section  of  the  act  incorporating  the  Bank 
of  Columbia  aforesaid,  passed  the  twentv-eighth 
day  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-three,  be.  and  the  same  is  hereby,  re- 
Dealed  and  annulled :  Protidtd,  That  the  said 
lourteenth  stciion  shall  remain  in  full  force  and 
i  effect  in  relation  to  all  debts  contracted  with  the 
said  bank  previous  to  the  passing  of  this  act. 

Sec.  9.  And  W  U  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Central  Bank  of  Georgetown 
and  Wa.shington  to  proceed,  forthwith,  to  liqui- 
date and  close  all  the  concerns  of  the  corporation, 
and,  after  paying  and  satisfying  the  debts,  con- 
tracts, and  obligations,  of  the  corporation,  to  di- 
vide the  capital  and  profits  which  may  remain 
among  the  stockholders,  in  proportion  to  their  re- 
spective intereNli  ;  and  for  this  purpose,  and  for  no 
other  intent  or  purpose  whatever,  all  the  neces- 
sary powers,  as  fully  as  they  are  now  enjoyed  by 
the  said  corporation,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  continued  to  the  said  corporation,  for  the 
term  of  five  years  from  the  first  day  of  January 
next,  and  no  longer. 

Skc  10.  And  he  it  further  tmuted,  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  stockholders  of  the 
Central  Bank  of  Georgetown  and  Wa-^hington 
aforesaid,  at  their  next  annual  meeting  for  the 
election  of  directors,  to  reduce  the  board  of  direc- 
tors for  the  said  Central  Bank,  to  any  number  not 
less  than  six. 

Sec  11.  And  be  it  furtlwr  enacte^i.  That  the  cor- 
poration of  the  Bank  of  Potomac  be,  and  the  same 
IS  hereby,  continued  and  extended  to  the  third  day 
of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  during  which  lime 
it  shall  hold,  and  be  possessed  of  all  the  rights, 
privileges,  and  immunities,  now  secured  to  it  by 
an  act,  passed  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  February, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,  entitled 
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"An  act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Potomac," 
and  shall  be  subiect  to  all  the  restraints  and  limi- 
tations expressed  in  the  said  act,  except  so  far  as 
the  same  shall  be  altered  by  any  provisions  here- 
inafter contained. 

Sec  12.  And  Ite  it  further  eaeuied,  That  an  elec- 
tion for  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Potomac  shall  be 
held  m  the  town  of  Alexandria,  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  November  in  each  year,  of  which  notice 
shall  be  given  in  one  or  more  newspapers  pub- 
lished in  said  town,  for  four  weeks  at  least  before^ 
the  day  of  election ;  and  the  stockholders  shaK 
choose,  by  ballot,  to  be  given  in  person  or  by  i 
proxy,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  from  amongst  the 
stockholders,  thirteen  directors,  for  the  term  of 
one  year  thereafter,  and,  on  resignation,  disquali- 
fication, or  removal,  of  any  director  out  of  the 
county  of  Alexandria,  or  out  of  the  county  of 
Fairfax,  in  Virginia,  the  other  directors,  at  their 
next  meeting  thereafter,  mav  elect,  by  ballot,  an- 
other person,  qualified  as  aforesaid,  in  his  place, 
for  the  residue  of  the  year.  The  directors  of  said 
bank  shall,  at  the  first  meeting  after  every  general 
election,  elect,  by  ballot,  from  among  their  own 
number,  by  a  majority  of  their  whole  number,  a 
president;  and  in  case  of  his  death,  resignation,  or 
removal  out  of  the  county  of  Alexandria,  or  out 
of  the  county  of  Fairfax,  or  of  his  refusal  to  ac- 
cept his  office,  the  directors  shall  meet,  as  soon  as 
conveniently  can  be  thereafter,  and  elect  another 
person  as  president,  in  the  manner  before  de- 
scribed. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
stockholder  of  the  Bank  of  Potomac,  being  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote 
at  all  elections  to  be  holden  by  the  stockholders  of 
said  bank,  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  and  shall 
have  as  many  votes  in  proportion  to  the  stock  he 
may  hold,  as  follows,  that  is  to  say:  For  every 
share,  from  one  to  twenty,  one  vote;  for  eacn 
share,  from  twenty  to  fifty  shares,  one  vote  for 
two  shares;  from  fifty  to  one  hundred,  one  vote 
for  four  shares;  above  one  hundred  shares,  one 
vote  for  .*ix  shares:  Provided,  That  no  share,  or 
number  of  shares,  pledged  to  the  said  bank  as 
security  for  any  debt  due,  or  to  become  due,  to  it, 
shall  be  considered  as  conferring  any  right  to  vote 
at  the  said  elections. 

Sec  14.  And  Ite  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  president  of  the  Union  Bank  of 
Alexandria,  at  any  time  before  the  first  day  of 
April  next,  with  the  consent  of  a  majority  in  in- 
terest of  the  stockholders  thereof,  to  subscribe  to 
the  said  Bank  of  Potomac  the  full  amount  of  the 
capital  stock  of  the  said  Union  Bank,  and,  on 
such  subscription  being  made,  to  deliver  over  and 
transfer  to  the  said  Bank  of  Potomac  all  the  books, 
papers,  money,  property,  and  evidences  of  debts, 
belonging  to  the  said  Union  Bank,  and  to  convey 
to  the  said  Bank  of  Potomac  the  real  estate  be- 
longing to  said  Union  Bank,  for  passing  the  title 
of  which  bank  in  the  said  estate,  to  the  said  Bank 
of  Potomac,  the  deed  of  the  President  of  the  said 
Union  Bank  shall  be  effectual ;  on  which  sub- 
scription, delivery,  transfer,  and  conveyance,  be- 
ing made,  the  stockholders  of  the  said  Union 


Bank  shall,  forthwith,  become  stockholders  in  the 
said  Bank  of  Potomac,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
same  privileges  and  advantages,  and  the  stock  of 
the  said  Union  Bank  shall,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, be  considered  as  forming  a  part  of  the  capi- 
tal of  the  said  Bank  of  Potomac;  and  the  proper 
officers  of  the  said  Bank  of  Potomac  shall  forth- 
with issue  to  the  stockholders  of  the  said  Union 
Bank  certificates  of  stock  in  the  said  Bank  of 
Potomac,  at  the  rale  of  one  share,  or  one  hundred 
dollars  of  Potomac  Bank  stock,  for  every  hundred 
dollars  of  the  Union  Bank  stock  so  subscribed,  ac- 
cording to  the  respective  interests  of  the  said  stock- 
holders in  the  stock  so  subscribed. 

Sec  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  on  the 
said  union  being  made  as  aforesaid,  all  contracts 
legally  made  by  the  said  Union  Bank  shall,  forth- 
with, become  obligatory  on  the  said  Bank  of  Po- 
tomac, and  all  debts  due  by  the  said  Union  Bank 
on  notes  issued  by  it,  or  otherwise,  shall  become 
chargeable  on,  and  payable  by,  the  said  Bank  of 
Potomac;  and  the  parties  to  such  contracts,  and 
the  creditors  of  the  said  Union  Bank,  shall  have 
the  same  remedies  to  enforce  the  performance  of 
such  contracts,  and  the  ])ayment  of  such  debts, 
against  the  said  Bank  ot  Potomac,  its  property, 
and  effects,  as  are  now,  by  law,  given  to  them 
against  the  said  Union  Bank ;  and  that  the  said 
Bank  of  Potomac  may,  in  its  own  name,  sustain 
•11  actions  and  suits  which  may  be  necessary  to 
enforce  the  payment  of  debts  due  to,  and  the  per- 
formance of  contracts  made  with,  the  said  Union 
Bank,  and  for  the  recovery  of  any  lands,  tenements, 
goods,  and  chattels,  b<'longing  to,  and  improperly 
withheld  from,  the  said  Union  Bank. 

Sec.  16.  Andbe  it  further  enacted.  That  all  bonds, 
bills,  notes,  or  other  securities  for  money,  which, 
by  the  terms  thereof,  have  been,  or  shall  be,  made 
payable  at  the  said  Union  Bank,  which  shall 
fall  due  after  the  said  union  shall  have  been 
carried  into  effect,  shall,  from  thenceforth,  be  con- 
sidered as  if  the  same  had  been  made  payable  at 
the  said  Bank  of  Potomac  ;  and  that  a  demand  of 
payment  at  the  said  Bank  of  Potomac  shall,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  be  as  effectual  in  law  as  if 
the  same  were  made  at  the  said  Union  Bank. 

Sec  17.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
the  lime  the  said  union  of  the  said  banks  shall  be 
carried  into  effect,  the  twenty-seventh  section  of 
the  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  third  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  entitled 
"An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  certain 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  to  prevent 
the  circulation  of  the  notes  of  unchartered  associa- 
tions within  the  said  District,  shall  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  repealed  :  Provided,  That  such  re- 
peal shall  not,  in  any  way,  impair  the  right  of  the 
said  Bank  of  Potomac  to  the  money,  property, 
debts,  and  effects,  which  shall  be  transferred  or 
conveyed  to  it,  as  aforesaid,  nor  its  remedies  in  its 
own  name  for  the  recovery  thereof;  nor  shall  any 
suit  now  brought  in  the  name  of  the  said  Union 
Bank,  thereby  abate,  but  the  same  may  be  carried 
on  and  prosecuted  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  Bank 
of  Potomac,  to  final  judgment  and  execution  ;  and 
that  proceedings  on  such  judgments  or  executions 
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may  be  instituted  and  carried  on  in  the  name  of 
the  said  Union  Bank,  against  the  bail,  securities, 
and  all  other  persons  bound  in  such  suits  for  the 
defendants  therein. 

Sec.  18.  And  U  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
stockholder  or  stockholders  in  either  of  the  said 
banks,  who  has  not  heretofore  assented  to  the  union 
aforesaid,  shall,  within  three  months  from  the  pass- 
ing of  this  act,  file  his  declaration  in  writing  in 
the  said  Bank  of  Potomac,  declaring  himself  dis- 
satisfied with  the  said  union,  and  his  determina- 
tion to  withdraw  his  interest  from  the  same ;  and 
if  the  said  bank  cannot  agree  with  such  stock- 
holder or  stockholders  on  the  amount  of  such  in- 
terest, and  shall  not  forthwith  pay  the  same,  then 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  circuit  court  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  at  Alexandria,  on  the  petition 
in  writing  of  such  stockholder  or  stockholders,  to 
appoint  three  commissioners,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the  interest  of  such 
stockholder  or  stockholders  in  the  bank  to  which 
he  or  they  may  belong  at  the  time  of  the  said 
union,  for  which  purpose  such  commissioners  shall, 
under  the  direction  of  the  said  court,  have  access 
to  the  books,  papers,  and  accounts  of  the  said  banks, 
and  on  the  report  of  the  said  commissioners,  and 
such  other  evidences  as  may  be  laid  before  them, 
then  said  court  shall  proceed  to  ascertain  the  value 
of  the  stock  of  such  stockholder  or  stockholders, 
and  shall  decree  the  value,  so  ascertained,  to  be 
paid  to  him  or  them  by  the  said  Bank  of  Potomac, 
and  shall  have  power  to  enforce  such  decree  by 
execution,  attachment,  or  other  legal  process. 

Sec.  19.  And  he  il  further  enacted^  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  any  two  or  more  of  the 
banks,  whose  charters  are  hereby  extended,  by  their 
respective  presidents  and  directors,  with  the  consent 
of  a  majority  in  interest  of  their  respective  stock- 
holders, to  agree,  under  written  articles  of  associa- 
tion, to  unite  and  form  one  bank,  by  a  style  and 
name  to  be  prescribed  in  such  articles ;  and  the 
subscribers  thereto,  and  their  legal  representatives, 
shall,  from  the  day  fixed  for  that  purpose  in  the 
said  articles,  be  incorporated  under  the  style  and 
name  set  forth  in  the  said  articles,  and  thenceforth 
subject  to  the  same  rules,  duties,  regulations,  con- 
ditions, provisions,  and  impositions,  and  be  vested 
with  the  same  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities, 
as  a  body  corporate,  as  by  this  act  appertains  to 
the  Bank  of  Potomac,  and  are  prescribed  for  the 
union  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Alexandria  with  the 
Bank  of  Potomac. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  a  public 
act,  and  that  so  much,  and  such  parts  of  the  said 
acts  incorporating  the  several  banks  aforesaid,  as 
may  be  repugnant  to  this  act,  be  and  the  same  are 
hereby  repealed  and  annulled. 

Approved,  March  2,  1821. 


An  Act  to  regalate  the  location  of  Land  Warrants, 
and  the  issuing  of  patents,  in  certain  cases. 

Be  it  enacted,  (^c.  That  the  holders,  by  assign- 
ment, of  warrants  issued  under  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress, of  the  fifth  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 


sixteen,  the  third  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventeen,  to  Canadian  volunteers,  may  be,  and 
hereby  are,  authorized  to  locate  the  said  warrants, 
and  to  receive  patents  therefor  in  their  own  names, 
as  had  been  the  practice  before  the  twenty-sixth 
of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen : 
Provided  hotcerer,  That  in  no  case  shall  lands  be 
so  located  until  after  having  been  exposed  to  pub- 
lic sale,  shall  remain  unsold. 
Approved,  March  3,  1821. 

An  Act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  further  time,  the  act 
entitled  "  An  act  for  establishing  trading-houses  with 
the  Indian  tribes." 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  act  entitled  "  An  act 
for  establishing  trading-houses  with  the  Indian 
tribes,"  passed  on  the  second  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,  and  which 
was,  by  subsequent  acts,  continued  in  force  until 
the  first  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-one,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
further  continued  in  force  until  the  third  day  of 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two, 
and  no  longer. 

Approved,  March  3,  1821. 


An  Act  to  amend   the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
gradual  increase  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States." 

Be  it  enacted,  <fc.,  That  the  first  section  of  the 
act  entitled  ^'An  act  for  the  gradual  increase  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States,"  approved  April 
twenty-ninth,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen,  shall 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  instead 
of  the  appropriation  therein  contained,  there  shall 
be,  and  is  hereby,  appropriated,  the  sura  of  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  for  six  years, 
from  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-one, 
inclusive,  to  be  applied  to  carry  into  effect  the  pur- 
poses of  the  said  act. 

Approved,  March  3,  1821. 


An  Act  to  release  French  ships  and  vessels,  entering 
the  ports  of  the  United  States  prior  to  the  thirtieth 
of  September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty,  from  the  operation  of  the  act  entitled  ".\n 
act  to  impose  a  new  tonnage  duty  on  French  shipi^ 
and  vessels,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  provisions  of  the 
act  entitled  "An  act  to  impose  a  new  tonnage 
duty  on  French  ships  and  vessels,"  passed  May 
fifteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty, 
shall  not  extend  to,  or  operate  upon,  any  French 
ship  or  vessel  that  shall  have  entered  into  any  port 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  prior 
to  the  thirtieth  day  of  September,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty. 

Sec.  2.  Ajtd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  after  deducting  a  tonnage 
duty  equal  to  that  paid  by  every  French  ship  or 
vessel  which  entered  the  ports  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  Slates  prior  to  the  passage  and 
operation  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  impose  a 
new  tonnage  duty  on  French  ships  and  vessels," 
passed  May  fifteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
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and  twenty,  from  the  tonnage  duty  collected  from 
French  ships  and  vessels  by  virtue  of  the  above 
recited  act,  between  the  first  day  of  July,  one 
.  thousand  eiffht  hundred  and  twenty,  and  the  thir- 
tieth day  of  September  following  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  pay  and  refund 
the  remainder  of  such  tonnage  duty,  free  from 
costs  and  charges,  to  any  person  or  persons  who 
shall  have  authority  to  receive  the  same. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  furtJter  enacted,  That,  in  the 
event  of  the  signature  of  any  treaty  or  convention 
concerning  the  navigation  or  commerce  between 
the  dominions  of  the  United  States  and  France, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  is 
hereby  authorized,  should  he  deem  the  same  expe- 
dient, by  proclamation,  to  suspend,  until  the  end 
of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  the  operation  of 
the  afori'said  act  entitled  "An  act  to  impose  a  new 
tonnage  duty  on  French  ships  and  vessels,  and  for 
other  nurposes;"  and,  also,  to  suspend,  as  afore- 
said, all  other  duties  on  French  vessels,  or  the 
goods  imported  in  the  same,  which  may  exceed 
the  duties  on  American  vessels  and  on  similar 
goods  imported  in  the  same. 
Approved,  March  3,  1821. 


An  Act  to  establish  a  port  of  entry  in  the  District  of 
Sandusky,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  May  next,  the  town  of  Portland,  in  the 
district  of  Sandusky,  in  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  shall  be 
the  port  of  entry  for  that  district;  and  that  from 
and  after  that  time  the  present  port  of  entry  estab- 
lished at  Danbury  shall  cease  to  be  the  |)ort  of 
entry  for  said  district. 

Approved,  March  3,  1821. 


An  Act  authorizing  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States  to  sell  and  convey  a  certain  tract 
of  land  in  Northumberland  county,  in  the  s>tate  of 
Virginia. 

Be  U  encuied,  ^c,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  and  empowered  to  sell  and 
dispose  of,  at  public  or  private  sale,  all  the 
estate,  right,  title,  interest,  claim,  and  demand, 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  of,  in,  and  to, 
all  that  certain  tract  or  piece  of  land,  situate  in 
Northumberland  county,  in  the  State  of  Virginia, 
formerly  owned  by  Presly  Thornton,  of  the  said 
county  and  State,  and  late  of  Sharp  Delany,  con- 
taining about  two  thousand  five  hundred  acres,  be 
the  same  more  or  less ;  the  same  being  the  premises 
which  William  Lewis  and  Thomas  Robinson,  by 
deed  of  indenture,  executed  on  the  second  day  of 
June,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  nine,  granted  and  conveyed  to  the  United 
States;  the  moneys  arising  from  the  said  sale  to 
be  appropriated  towards  the  payment  of  a  debt 
due  from  the  late  Sharp  Delany  to  the  United 
States,  and  the  residue  thereof,  if  any  there  be,  to 
be  paid  over  to  the  legal  representatives  of  the  said 
Sharp  Delany. 

Approved,  March  3,  1821. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  Clerk  of  the  District  Conrt 
of  the  United  States  for  the  district  ef  Louisiana 
to  appoint  a  deputy  to  aid  him  in  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  bis  office. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  the  clerk  of  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Lou- 
isiana shall  be  authorized  to  appoint  a  deputy  to 
aid  him  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office; 
and  that  the  said  clerk  shall  be,  in  all  respects, 
liable  for  the  acts  of  his  said  deputy. 

Approved,  March  3,  1821. 


An  Act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  for  regu- 
lating process  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States." 
Be  it  enacted,  Jf-c,  That  in  all  suits  and  actions 
in  any  district  court  of  the  Uaited  Slates,  in  which 
it  shall  appear  that  the  judgFof  such  court  is  any 
ways  concerned  in  interest,  or  has  been  of  counsel 
for  either  party,  or  is  so  related  to,  or  connected 
with,  either  party,  as  to  render  it  improper  for  him, 
in  his  opinion,  to  sit  on  the  trial  of  such  suit  or 
action,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  judge,  on  ap- 
plication of  either  party,  to  cause  the  fact  to  be 
entered  on  the  records  of  the  court;  and,  also,  an 
order  that  an  authenticated  copy  thereof,  with  all 
the  proceeding  in  such  suit  or  action,  shall  be 
forthwith  certified  to  the  next  circuit  court  of  the 
district;  and  if  there  be  no  circuit  court  in  such 
district,  to  the  next  circuit  court  of  the  State,  and 
if  there  be  no  circuit  court  in  such  State,  to  the 
most  convenient  circuit  court  in  an  adjacent  State ; 
which  circuit  court  shall,  upon  such  record  being 
filed  with  the  clerk  thereof,  take  cognizance  thereof^ 
in  the  like  manner  as  if  such  suit  or  action  had 
been  originally  commenced  in  that  court,  and  shall 
proceed  to  hear  and  determine  the  same  accord- 
ingly, and  the  jurisdiction  of  such  circuit  court 
shall  extend  to  all  such  cases  so  removed,  as  were 
cognizable  in  the  district  court  from  which  the 
same  was  removed. 

Approved,  March  3,  1821. 


An  Act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  "An  act  fix- 
ing the  compensations  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
ate ai)d  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of 
the  Clerks  employed  in  their  offices,  and  of  the  Li- 
brarian," approved  the  eighteenth  day  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
fixing  the  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  Houseof  Representatives, 
of  the  Clerks  employed  in  their  offices,  and  the 
Librarian,"  approved  the  eightenth  day  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  be,  and 
the  same  is  herel)y,  revived  and  continued  in  force 
from  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-one,  until  the  first  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  eighl  hundred  and  twenty- 
four. — Approved,  March  3,  1821. 


An  Act  to  alter  and  establish  certain  Post  Roads. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  following  post  roads 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  discontinued,  that  is 
to  say : 


1823 


APPENDIX, 


1824 


1825 


APPENDIX. 


1826 


PubUe  Ads  of  Congren. 


^ 


From  Concord,   in    Rockingham  county,   by 
Salisbury,  Andover,  New  Chester,  Bridgwater, 
and  Plymouth,  thence  by  New  Holderness,  New  i 
Hampton,  Sanbornton,  and  Salisbury,  to  Con- 
cord, and 

From  Farmington  to  Middleton,in  New  Hamp- 
shire. 

From  Carver  to  Wareham. 
From  Northampton,  by  Southampton,  to  Spring- 
field, in  Massachusetts. 

From  Herkimer,  by  Woodworth's,  Columbia, 
by  Underwood's,  Litchfield,  to  Laghwaite. 

From  Vernon  to  Delhi. 

From  Little  Falls,  by  Fairfield,  Newport,  and 
Russia,  to  Remsen,  in  New  York. 

From  Liberty  Corner,  by  Dou^htv's  Mills  and 
New  Providence,  to^pringfield,  m  New  Jersey. 

In  Morgantown,  Dy  Crab  Orchard,  to  King- 
wood,  in  Virginia. 

From  Milledgeville,  to  Greensborough,  Georgia. 

From  Pocotaligo,  by  Hickory  Hill,  to  Augusta, 
in  South  Carolina. 

From  Clinton,  in  Tennessee,  to  Pulaski,  in 
Kentucky. 

From  Washington  to  Cincinnati ;  and 

From  Lancaster  to  Washington,  in  Ohio. 

From  Falmouth  to  Grant's  Lick,  on  the  east 
side  of  the  river,  in  Kentucky. 

From  Smilhton  to  John  Graham's  in  Missouri. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  fol- 
lowing be  established  post  roads,  that  is  lo  say  : 

/»  Maine. — From  Brunswick,  by  Topsham, 
Lisbon,  Wales,  Monmouth,  Leeds,  Wayne,  and 
Fayette,  to  Jay  ;  and  thence  by  Livermore,  Tur- 
ner, and  Durham,  to  Brunswick. 

From  Green,  by  Leeds  and  Wayne,  to  Win- 
throp. 

From  Bangor,  by  Levant,  Corinth,  New  Charles- 
town,  Atkinson,  Sebec,  Brownsville,  Williams- 
burg, Foxcroft,  Guilford,  and  Sangerville,  to 
Bangor. 

From  Warsaw,  by  Hartland  and  St.  Albin's,  to 
Palmyra. 

From  Bethel,  by  Gilead,  Shelburne,  Durand, 
Kilkenney,  and  Jefferson,  to  Lancaster,  m  New 
Hampshire. 

In  New  Havipshire. — From  Concord,  in  Rock- 
ingham county,  by  the  McCrillis  tavern,  in  Can- 
terbury, Northficld  meeting-house,  Sanbornton, 
Smith's  village  on  the  turnpike,  across  the  rirer 
near  Pine  Hill,  and  Bridgewaler,  to  Plymouth. 

From  Smith's  village  on  the  turnpike,  by  New 
Hamptom  meeting-house,  and  the  paper  mill  in 
Holderness,  to  Plymouth. 

From  Concord,  by  Boscowan,  Salisbury  village, 
Andover,  New  Chester,  Bristol,  and  the  -Mayhew 
turnpike,  to  Rumney. 

From  Rochester,  by  Chcsnut  Hill,  in  Farm- 
ington, to  Middleton. 

From  the  post  route  from  Centre  Harbor  to 
Plymouth,  and  the  post  route  from  Portsmouth, 
by  Meredith,  and  New  Hampton,  to  Plymouth, 
shall  be  by  the  post  office  in  Holderness, 

In  Mansackiusetts. — From  Greenfield,  by  Ber- 
nardstown,  Northfield,  Warwick,  Orange,  New 


Salem,   Shuiesbury,   Leverctt,   Sunderland,  and 
Montague,  to  Grreenfield. 

From  Richmond  to  West  Stockbridge. 
From  Northampton,  by  East  Hainpton,  South   . 
Hampton,  Westfield,  Southwick,  and  East  Granby, 
to  Hartford,  in  Connecticut. 
From  Worcester  to  Croton. 
From  Boston,  by  a  turnpike  road,  to  Taunton ; 
and  thence  by   Wellington,  Dighton,  Swanzey, 
Warren,  Bristol,  Portsmouth,  and  Middleton,  to 
Newport,  in  Rhode  Island. 

From  South  Hadley,  by  Granby,  to  Belcher- 
town. 

In  Cmnedu'ut. — From  Mansfield  to  Willington. 

From  Stafford,  by  Union,  to  Woodstock. 

From  Brooklin,  by  South  Killingly,  to  Thomp- 
son. 

From  Bridgeport,  by  Long  Hill,  Trumbull, 
Levi  Edwards's,  in  Huntington,  Newtown,  and 
Brookfield,  to  New  Milford. 

In  New  Yurk. — From  Ulica,  by  Whitesborough, 
Floyd,  Steuben,  and  Western,  to  Rome. 

From  Cayuga  to  Montezuma. 

From  Turin,  by  Harrisburg,  Copenhagen,  Ty- 
lersville,  Pinkney,  and  Rodman,  to  Adams. 

Frona  Newburgh,  by  Middletown,  Marlborough, 
Milton,  and  New  Paliz,  to  Pou|[hkeepsie. 

From  Upper  Red  Hook  Landing,  to  the  present 
I  post  road  from  New  York  to  Albany. 

From  Watertown,  by  Le  Raysville,  to  Antwerp. 

From   Mooresville,   by   Bovina,   in   Delaware 
!  county,  to  Delhi. 

From  Bergen,  by  Riga,  and  East  Riga,  to 
Rochesterville. 

PVom  Ellicottville,  by  Little  Valley,  Conewongo 
Creek,  and  Gerry,  to  Mayville. 

From  Caledonia  to  Riga. 

From  Whitehall,  in  Washington  county,  by 
Putnam,  to  Ticondcroga. 

From  Southold,  in  Suffolk,  to  the  village  of 
Oysterponds. 

From  Utica,  in  the  county  of  Oneida,  to  Bain- 
bridge,  in  the  county  of  Chenango,  by  New  Hart- 
ford, Paris  Furnace,  Bridgewater,  Brookfield, 
Columbus,  New  Berlin,  .Norwich,  and  Guilford. 

From  Lisle  in  the  county  of  Broome,  through 
the  towns  of  Berkshire  and  Carolina,  on  the  Sus- 
quehanna, and  Bath  turnpike  road,  to  Ithica,  in 
the  county  of  Tompkins. 

From  Manlius,  by  Oran,  Delhi,  Fabiu.<<,  Pom- 
pey,  and  thence  to  Manlius. 

From    Utica,  by   Rome,   to   Montezuma,  and,^ 
thence  to  Rochester,  upon  and  near  the  Great 
Canal. 

From  Bennington,  Vermont,  by  White  Creek, 
Cambridge,  Easton,  and  Greenwich,  to  Saratoga 
Springs,  New  York. 

From  Richfield,  by  Peltries,  in  Columbia,  by 
Underwood's,  in  Litchfield,  to  Utica. 

From  Peltries,  in  Columbia,  by  Elie  Palmer's, 
to  Herkimer. 

From  Little  Falls,  Herkimer  county,  by  Eaton's 
Bush,  Middleville,  Newport,  Naham  Daniel'.s. 
Russia  post  office,  to  Trenton,  with  a  side  mail 
from  Middleville  to  B'airfield  post  office. 

From  Canandaigua,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
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by  Manchester,  to  Palmyra ;  from  thence  by 
South  Williamson  and  Williamson,  to  Pultney- 
ville. 

In  Neio  Jersey. — From  Chester  to  Flanders. 

From  Liberty  Corner  to  Somerville. 

From  Trenton,  by  Croswick's  tavern,  Rickle's 
town,  Julius,  and  Amy's,  to  New  Egypt. 

In  Pennsyhania. — From  Easton,  by  Slocker- 
town,  to  Roscommon. 

From  Chester,  by  Village  Green,  Wilcoxe's 
mills,  Concord  meeting-house,  and  Dilworthtown, 
to  West  Chester. 

From  Clark's  Ferry,  by  Landisburg,  Doug- 
lass's mills,  and  Concord,  to  Fannellsburg. 

From  Somerset,  by  Connelsville,  Union,  Smith- 
field,  Germantown,  and  Geneva,  to  Morgantown, 
m  Virginia. 

From  Hanover,  by  Berlin,  to  Dillstown. 

From  Lambpeter  square  to  Cochransville. 

From  Gettysburg,  by  Petersburg,  and  Dillstown, 
to  Harrisburg. 

From  Berwick,  on  the  Tioga  and  Susquehanna 
turnpike,  to  Meansville. 

From  Lancaster,  by  New  London  cross  roads, 
Newark,  and  Christiana  bridge,  to  New  Castle,  in 
Delaware. 

From  Gettysburg,  by  Lughtersburg,  to  Hagers- 
town,  Maryland. 

From  Leditz,  in  Lancaster  county,  by  Eliza- 
beth furnace  and  Shucfierston,  to  Lebanon. 

From  Beavertown,  Jeffriestown  and  .Nobles- 
town,  to  Cannonsburg. 

In  Dtlatcare. — From  .Milford  to  the  village  of 
Milton,  a  new  route. 

In  Maryland. — That  the  mail  route  from  Easton 
to  Princess  Anne  shall  pass  over  Dover  Bridge,  and 
by  New  Market  and  Cambridge;  the  route  from 
Easton,  by  the  Trappe,  to  Cambridge,  shall  never- 
theless be  continued. 

From  Easton  to  the  Trappe,  in  Talbot  county. 

From  Harford  to  Michael's  store. 

In  Virffiuia. — FVom  Kingwood,  by  Crab  Or- 
chard, Hagan's  store,  to  Smithfield,  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

From  Lewis  courthouse,  by  French  Creek  set- 
tlement, Flatwood's,  and  Elk  river,  to  Nicholas 
courthouse. 

From  Woodring's  mill,  in  Preston  county,  by 
Gofl^s  ferry,  on  Cheat  river,  to  Leading  creek,  in 
Randolph  county. 

From  the  mouth  of  Fishing  creek,  on  the  Ohio, 
river,  by  Buffalo,  Barnes's  mills,  Pritchett's  set- 
tlement, and  Smithfield,  to  Kingwood. 

From  Springfield  to  Romney,  in  Hampshire 
county. 

From  Morgantown,  by  Jackson's  iron  works, 
Carlisle's  furnace,  to  Sandy  creek  glades. 

From  Charlottesville,  by  Warren,  to  Bucking- 
ham courthouse. 

From  Culpeper  courthouse,  by  State  mills,  to 
Woodville. 

From  Staunton,  by  Little  river,  to  the  Panther 
Gan. 

From  Jacksonville,  in  Wood  county,  by  Mur- 
phy's settlement,  to  Lewis  courthouse. 
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That  the  mail  route  from  Wheeling  pass  by 
Sisterville  and  the  mouth  of  Fishing  creek. 

That  the  mail  route  from  Warm  springs,  in 
Bath  county,  by  Anthony's  creek,  to  Lewisburg, 
shall,  in  returning,  pass  by  Frankford,  Locust 
creek,  Barnes's  mill,  Cackley's,  Bradshaw's,  and 
Gratewood,  to  the  Warm  Springs. 

In  NvrHi  Carolina. — From  Salisbury  to  Fayetle- 
ville. 

From  Wilkesborough,  by  Mock's  Old  Fields, 
Salisbury,  Skeen's  ferry,  Lawrenceville,  Wades- 
borough,  and  Sneedsborough,  to  Cheraw,  formerly 
Chatham,  in  South  Carolina. 

From  Charlotte,  by  Chester  courthouse,  and 
Newberry  courthouse,  to  Edgefield  courthouse,  in 
South  Carolina. 

That  ihe  mail  route  from  Fayetteville  to  Wil- 
mington pass  by  David  Wright's  store,  in  Duplin 
county. 

From  Salisbury,  by  Fulton,  to  Huntsville. 

In  S<ffUh  Carolina. — F'rom  Columbia, by  Ashville 
and  Warm  Springs,  in  North  Carolina,  to  Lex- 
ington, in  Kentuciy. 

From  Coosawatchie,  by  Robertsville  and  King 
creek,  to  Augusta. 

In  Georyici. — From  Monticello,  by  Monroe,  in 
Walton  county,  and  Lawreoceville,  in  Gwinnet 
county,  to  Hall  courthouse. 

From  Jefferson  to  Fairfield,  in  Camden  county. 

From  Carnesville,  by  Habersham  courthouse,  to 
Rabun  courthouse. 

From  Powelton,  in  Hancock  county,  by  Greens- 
borough,  to  .Madison,  in  Morgan  county. 

From  Carnesville,  by  Bushville,  to  Hall  court- 
house. 

In  Kenincky. — From  Franklin  to  Nashville,  in 
Tennessee. 

From  Eddy  ville,by  Iron  Banks,  to  New  Madrid, 
in  Missouri. 

That  I  he  post  route  from  Burkesville  to  Mon- 
ticello shall  pass  by  Robert  Poage's  in  Stockton's 
Valley. 

That  the  post  route  from  Columbia  to  Glasgow 
shall  pass  by  Edmonton,  in  Barren  county. 

From  Scottsville  to  Cairo,  in  Tennessee. 

From  Falmouth,  in  Pendleton  county,  passing 
the  three  forks  of  Grassy  creek  and  Gains's,  to  Bui^ 
lington,  in  Boone  county. 

From  Bowling  Green,  by  Litchfield  and  Har- 
dingsburg,  to  Corydon,  in  Indiana. 

In  Tennesfiee. — From  Clinton  to  Burkesville,  in 
Kentucky. 

From  Washington,  in  Rhea  county,  by  Hamil- 
ton courthouse  and  the  new  turnpike  road,  to  Mor- 
gantown, at  the  mouth  of  Sequatchee,  by  Marion 
courthouse  and  Jackson  courthouse,  to  Huntsville, 
in  Alabama. 

From  McMinville,  by  Shelby,  to  Columbia. 

From  Sparta,  by  Cookeville,  Gainesborough, 
and  Meigsville,  to  Tompkinsville,  in  Kentucky. 

From  Kingston,  by  Washington,  to  Huntsville, 
in  Alabama. 

That  the  route  from  Springfield  to  Russelville, 
in  Kentucky,  shall  pass  Fort's  mills,  on  Red  river. 

From  Murfreesborough  to  Statesville. 
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From  Vernon,  by  Perry  courthouse,  to  Rey- 
noldsburg. 

In  Ohio. — From  LebaQOO,  by  Monroe,  to  Ham- 
ilton. 

From  Washington,  m  Pennsylvania,  by  Wells- 
burg,  in  Virginia,  Steubenville,  New  Salem,  New 
Philadelphia,  Wooster,  and  Norwalk,  to  Lower 
Sandusky. 

From  Canton,  in  Stark  county,  by  \ew  Port- 
age, Norton,  and  Wadsworth,  to  Medina,  in  Me- 
dma  county. 
From  Lancaster,  by  Circleville,  to  Chillicothe. 
From  Granville,  in  Licking  county,  by  Worth- 
ington,  to  Dublin,  in  Franklm  county. 

From  Urbanna,  by  Troy,  to  Granville,  in  Dark 
county. 

From  Dover,  in  Tuscarawas  county,  by  Shanes- 
Tille  and  Berlin,  to  Millersburg,  in  Coshocton 
county. 

From  Dresden,  in  the  county  of  Muskingum,  to 
Mansfield,  in  the  county  of  Richland,  by  the  way 
of  West  Carlisle,  in  Coshocton  countv. 

From  Aurelius,  by  Duck  creek  salt  works,  in 
Morgan  county,  by  Senecaville,  to  Guernsey  salt 
works,  and  to  Washington,  Guernsey  county. 
In  Indiana. — From  Brownstown  'o  Indianapolis. 
From  Vernon  to  Indianapolis. 
From  Connersville  to  Indianapolis. 
From  Lawrencebu^h  to  Aurora,  Hanover,  and 
the  Rising  Sun,  to  \  crsailles ;  and  to  return  by 
the  way  of  Vaughan's,  in  Manchester  township. 

From  Richmond,  by  Salisbury  and  Centreville, 
to  Indianapolis. 
From  Brookville  to  IndianapoIi>. 
In  Illinois. — From  Golconda,  by  Franklin  court- 
house, and  Hinds'b,  to  V^andalia. 
From  Golconda  to  Belgrade. 
From  Shawneetown  to  Golconda. 
The  mail  from  Vincennes,  Indiana,  to  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  shall  pass  by  Vandalia. 

From  Vandalia,  by  the  seats  of  justice  of  such 
counties  as  may  be  established  by  the  Legislature 
prior  to  the  next  session  of  Congress,  north  of 
Madison  county,  to  Edwardsville. 

From  Fairfield,  by  John  G.  Fitch's,  to  Vandalia. 
From  Palestine  to  Vandalia. 

The  mail  from  Golconda,  by  Bloomfield,  to 
Jonesborough,  to  pass  by  Vienna. 

In  Mississippi. — From  Columbia,  by  Fort  Al- 
ford's,  to  Monticello. 

From  Green  courthouse,  by  New  Augusta  and 
Monroe,  to  Covington  courthouse. 

In  AMxima. — From  Blakeley  to  Mobile  Point. 
From  Fort  Hawkins,  by  P'ort  Gaines  and  But- 
ler courthouse,  to  Conecuh  courthouse. 

In  Mis90Hri. — From  Shawneetown,  by  Rood's. 
Jonesborough,  in  Illinois,  and  Bainbridge,  in  Cape 
Girardeau  county,  to  Jackson. 

From  St.  Charles,  by  Janle^  JourneyS,  John 
Biven's,  Isaac  Vanbibber's,  John  Grayum'>,  and 
Augustus  Thrall's,  to  Franklin. 

From  Franklin,  by  the  mouth  of  Arrow  Rock 
and  Mount  Vernon,  to  F'ori  Osage. 

From  St.  Genevieve,  by  the  Saline,  Amo>  Bird*.-. 
John  F.  Henry's,  and  Bainbridge,  to  Cape  Girar- 
deau. 


From  Franklin  to  Boonsville. 

From  Smithlon  to  Augusta  Thrall's. 

From  Alton,  by  the  house  of  Levi  Robert.s.  John 
Shaw,  and  Leonard  Ross,  to  Louisianaville,  in 
Missouri.  ,.        .^   , 

Approved,  March  3,  1821.  .     . 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  building  of  Lighthouses  there* 
in  mentioned,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  euaded,  fc,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  provide,  by  contract,  for  building  light- 
nouses  and  placing  buoys  on  the  following  sites 
and  shoals,  to  wit :  five  lighthouses,  one  on  Cross 
Island,  near  Machias  ;  one  in  the  barber  of  Booth- 
bay,  at  such  place  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
shall  designate ;  and  one  on  Pond  Island,  at  the 
mouth  of  Kennebeck  river;  one  on  the  Stratford 
Point,  in  Connecticut ;  and  one  on  Throg's  Neck, 
in  New  York ;  and  on  the  shoals  of  Nantucket 
and  the  Vineyard  Sound  a  number  of  buoys,  not 
exceeding  ten,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  A 
lighthouse  at  the  mouth  of  Oswego  river,  at  such 
place  as  shall  be  designated  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  in  the  State  ol  New  York.  And 
two  buoys,  one  on  James's  Ledge,  and  one  on  the 
rock  called  Old  Gay  ,  and  a  spindle  on  the  Bro- 
thers, in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 

Sec.  2.  Anil  ht  it  further  rnacttd,  That  there  be 
appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  following  sums  of 
money,  to  wit :  For  building  three  lighthouses,  one 
on  Cross  Island,  near  Machias;  one  in  the  harbor 
of  Boothbay  ;  and  one  on  Pond  Island,  ten  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars ;  for  building  the  light- 
houses on  Stratford  Point,  and  Throg's  Neck, 
four  thousand  dollars;  for  a  lighthuusc  at  the 
mouth  of  Oswego  river,  three  thou.saiui  five  hun- 
dred dollars:  fur  ten  buoys  on  Nantucket  shoals, 
and  the  Vineyard  Sound,  one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars:  for  two  buoys  and  a  spmdie  for  the 
rocks  called  James's  Ledge,  Old  Gay,  and  the 
Brothers,  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars:  and  for 
placing  buoys,  and  anchors  with  bioys,  in  the 
Altamaha  river,  between  the  port  of  Darien,  and 
Doboy  Sound,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  Atui  be  it  further  enn/i^^d^  That  no  light- 
house shall  be  built  on  any  site  previous  to  the  ces- 
sion of  jurisdiction  over  the  same  to  the  United 
State>. 

Sec.  4.  Ami  be  if  fnrtlutr  enacted,  That  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales  be  and  he  is  hereby  au- 
thorized and  requested  to  cause  such  an  examina- 
tion or  survey  of  the  Isles  of  Shoal>,  on  the  coast 
of  New  Hampshire  and  Maine,  to  be  made,  by 
proper  and  intelligent  persons,  as  may  be  requisite 
to  ascertain  the  expediency  and  practicability  of 
repairing  the  sea-wall  at  Smutty  Nose  Island,  and 
building  a  sea-wall  between  said  inland  and  Cedar 
I.<^land.  And  that  the  President  be  further  re- 
quested, in  like  manner,  to  ascertain  the  exi>edi- 
ency  of  erecting  a  stone  pier  on  Sunken  Rocks,  in 
the  harbor  of  Portsmouth,  in  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire.  And  the  President  of  the  United  States 
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is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  the  sea-wall  afore- 
said to  be  repaired,  and  the  pier  aforesaid  to  be 
erected,  by  contract,  under  the  direction  of  the 
collector  of  the  district  of  Portsmouth,  if,  on  the 
report  of  such  persons,  he  shall  deem  it  necessary. 
And  the  President  is  further  requested  to  commu- 
nicate to  Congress,  at  their  next  session,  the  re- 
sult of  so  mucn  of  the  examination  and  survey, 
as  relates  to  the  expediency  and  practicability  of 
building  the  sea-wall  aforesaid:  Provided,  That 
no  money  shall  be  expended  in  erecting  the  pier 
aforesaid,  until  the  jurisdiction  of  the  site  thereof 
shall  be  ceded  by  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  lo 
the  United  States. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  sum, 
not  exceeding  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars, 
is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  ; 
to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  March  3,  1821, 


An  Act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
for  taking  the  fourth  census  or  enumeration  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." 

Be  it  enfui^l,  ^r..  That,  instead  of  the  time  pre- 
scribed in  the  above-recited  act,  in  which  the  mar- 
shals and  their  assistants  should  perform  the  va- 
rious duties  assigned  them  by  the  said  act,  the 
same  is  hereby  enlarged  to  the  first  day  of  Sep- 
tember next. 

Approved,  March  3,  1821. 


An  Act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  remove  the  Land  Office  in  the  district  of  Law- 
rence county,  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

Beitetuuied,4^c.,  That  so  much  of  the  act,  enti- 
tled "An  act  making  provision  for  the  establish- 
ment of  additional  land  offices  in  the  Territory  of 
Missouri,"  as  lequires  that  the  land  office  for  the 
district  of  Lawrence  county  shall  be  established 
at  the  seat  of  justice  in  said  county,  shall  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  repealed ;  and  the  President  of 
the  United  States  is  hereby  authorized  to  remove 
and  establish  said  office  at  any  suitable  place 
within  the  said  district. 

Approved,  March  2,  1821. 


An    .\ct  tu  alter   the  times  of  holding    the     District 
Court  in  the  Northern  District  of  New  York. 

Bt  it  etuu-fed,  J^r.,  That  the  district  court  of  the 
United  States  of  America  for  the  northern  district 
of  New  York,  directed  by  law  to  be  holden  at 
LUica,  shall  hereafter  be  holden  at  the  same  place 
on  the  last  Tuesday  of  August,  instead  of  the 
third  Tuesday  of  May,  in  each  year:  and  that  the 
court  directed  by  law  to  be  holden  at  Albany,  on 
the  second  Tuesday  of  November,  shall,  instead 
thereof,  hereafter  be  holden  at  the  same  place  on 
the  last  Tuesday  of  January  in  each  year. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  cnactid,   That  all  ac- 


tions, suits,  process,  proceedings,  commenced,  or 
to  be  commenced,  or  now  pending  in  said  district 
court,  and  liable  to  be  discontinued,  or  suffer  pre- 
judice, from  the  foregoing  alterations,  may  be  re- 
turned to,  and  shall  be  continued  to,  the  district 
court  to  be  holden  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  in 
such  manner  as  that  the  same  shall  suffer  no  dis- 
continuance or  prejudice  by  virtue  of  this  act. 
Approved,  March  2,  1821. 


RESOLUTIONS.      ' 

Resolution   providing  for   the   admission  of  Miaaouri 
into  the  Union  on  a  certain  condition. 

Resolved,  by  the  Seriate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  Unit^  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
bled. That  Missouri  shall  be  admitted  into  this 
Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,  in  all  respects  whatever,  upon  the  funda- 
mental condition,  that  the  fourth  clause  of  the 
twenty-sixth  section  of  the  third  article  of  the 
constitution  submitted  on  the  part  of  said  State  to 
Congress,  shall  never  be  construed  to  authorize 
the  passage  of  any  law,  and  that  no  law  shall  be 
passed  in  conformity  thereto,  by  which  any  citizen, 
of  either  of  the  States  in  this  Union,  shall  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  enjoyment  of  any  of  the  privileges 
and  immunities  to  which  such  citizen  is  entiUed 
under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  :  Pro- 
vided, That  the  Legislature  of  said  State,  by  a 
solemn  public  act,  .shall  declare  the  assent  of  the 
said  State  to  the  said  fundamental  condition,  and 
shall  transmit  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
on  or  before  the  fourth  Monday  in  November  next, 
an  authentic  copy  of  the  said  act;  upon  the  re- 
ceipt whereof,  the  President,  by  proclamation, 
shall  announce  the  fact ;  whereupon,  and  without 
any  further  proceeding  on  the  part  of  Congress, 
the  admission  of  the  said  State  into  the  Union 
shall  be  considered  as  complete. 

Approved,  March  2,  1821. 


Resolution  providing  for  jails  in  certain  cases,  for  the 
safe  custody  of  persons  committed  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  «f  c,  That  where  any  State  or  States, 
having  complied  with  the  recommendation  of 
Congress,  in  the  resolution  of  the  twenty-third 
day  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-nine,  .shall  have  withdrawn,  or  shall 
hereafter  withdraw,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  the 
use  of  their  jails,  for  prisoners  commited  under 
the  authority  of  the  United  State.s,  the  marshal  in 
such  State  or  States,  under  the  direction  of  the 
judp^e  of  the  district,  shall  be,  and  hereby  is, 
authorized  and  required  to  hire  a  convenient  place 
to  serve  as  a  temporary  jail,  and  to  make  the  ne- 
cessary provision  for  the  safe-ketping  of  prisoners 
committed  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  until  permanent  provision  shall  be  made 
by  law  for  that  purpose ;  and  the  said  marshal 
shall  be  allowed  his  reasonable  expenses,  incurred 
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for  the  above  purposes,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States. 
Approved,  March  3,  1821. 


Besolution  aathorizing  the  Premdent  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  astronomical  obBervations  to  be 
made,  to  ascertain  the  longitude  of  the  Capitol,  in 
the  City  of  Washington,  from  some  known  me- 
ridian in  Europe. 
Resolved,  ^c,  That  the  President  of  the  United 


States  be  authorized  to  cause  such  number  of  as- 
tronomical observations  to  be  made,  by  methods 
which  may,  in  his  judgment,  be  best  adapted  to 
insure  a  correct  determination  of  the  longitude  of 
the  Capitol,  in  the  City  of  Washington,  from 
Greenwich,  or  some  other  known  meridian  in 
Europe,  and  that  the  data,  with  accurate  calcula- 
tions or  statements,  founded  thereon,  be  laid  be- 
fore Congress  at  their  next  session. 

Approved,  March  3, 1821. 
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tition of,  referred 238 

a  bill  for  passing  certain  moneys  to  the  cre- 
dit of,  read 265 

read  a  second  time 359 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •         •         -         .     888 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -         •     388 
American  Seamen,  registered,  a  letter  from  the 

Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  a  list  of     150 
Appleton,  Nathaniel  and  Wm.  H.,  Mr.  Pinkney 

presented  the  petition  of         •         •         •     350 


Arkansas,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives authorizing  the  President  to  remove 
the  land  office  in  Lawrence  county,  in 
the  Territory  of,  read     -         -         - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  tfiird  time,  and  passed 
Army,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  equalize  the  pay  of  officers  in  the 
twice  read,  and  referred     ... 
reported  without  amendment     - 
laid  on  the  table         .... 

Army  Register,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

War  accompanied  with  a  copy  of  the,  for 

each  member  of  the  Senate    •        .        . 

Aubin,  Joshua,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred     - 

adverse  report  thereon        -        .        .        . 

report  reversed,  and  a  bill  ordered 

(See  WhiteheacL    WiiUam.) 

Auction,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of 

sundry    merchants  and  others  of  Phila* 

delphia,  praying  that  a  duty  of  ten  per 

cent,  may  be  laid  on  all  sales  of,  referred 

Mr.  R.  also  presented  other  petitions  of  like 
tenor 

Mr.  King  laid  on  the  table  sundry  resolu- 
tions at  public  meetings  held  in  New 
York  against  such  duty  .... 
Auctioneers,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  memo* 
rial  of  the,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  re. 
monstrating  against  the  imposition  of  re- 
strictions,  &.C.,  read  -  -  . 
Avery,  Park,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 

an  adverse  report  thereon  -         .        -        . 

read  and  concurred  in        •        -        -        - 

B. 
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Baker,  Jane,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred     -        -        -        -        -        -119 

an  adverse  report  thereon  ...    889 

read  and  concurred  in        •        -        •        •    393 
Baldwin,  Samuel  S.  and   others,  Mr.  Sanford 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred  •        -     356 
Bank  of  Columbia,  Mr.  Horsey  presented  tke 

petition  of,  referred        ....    8|7 

(See  District  Banks.) 
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Bank  of  the  Metropolis,   Mr.  Horsey  presented 
the  petition  of        -         -         -         -         - 

(See  Dutriet  Banks.) 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  RoberU  present- 
ed the  memorial  of  the  -         -         •         - 

referred  to  the  Finance  Committee    • 

a  bill  concerning  the,  read  ... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     -         -         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Mr.  Smith  submitted  a  resolution  concern- 
ing the 

considered  and  negatived  ... 

a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Ohio  was  laid 
before  the  Senate  on  the  subject  of  cer- 
tain proceedings  of  the,  referred  to  the 
Finance  Committee        .... 

the  said  committee  discharged    -        .         - 
Bankruptcy.     (See  Uniform  System  of,  Jfc.) 
Barbour,  James,  of  Virginia,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  concerning 
piracy • 

on  the  resolution  to  admit  Missouri    • 

on  the  Ohio  and  Erie  Canal       ... 

on  the  bill  concerning  Virginia  military  land 
warrants 

the  credentials  of,  for  another  term  of  six 
years,  read,  and  filed      -         -         -         . 

remarks  of,  on  the  rejection  by  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  Missouri  reso- 
lution     

on  the  resolution  for  a  joint  committee  on 
the  same 

on  the  bill  for  adjudication,  &c.,  of  claims, 
and  a  treaty  with  Spain 
Barker,  Jacob,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -         -         -         -      122, 

an  adverse  report  thereon  .         .         - 

Mr.  S.  presented  another  petition  of,  with 
additional  papers,  referred       ... 

the  committee  discharged  .... 

Barracks  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  Mr.  Smith  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  of  inquiry  concerning 

the -         - 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to 
present  to  the  President  ... 

a  Message  from  the  President,  with  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War     ... 
Bayly,  Mountjoy,  Mr.  Roberts  submitted  a  reso- 
lution authorizing,  to  employ  a  furnace 

man,&c.       - 

read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Mr.  King  moved  to  reconsider  the  resolu- 
tion        

his  motion  laid  on  the  table        ... 
Beck,  Paul,  and  Thomas  Sparks,  and  others,  Mr. 
Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of,   re- 
ferred   .------ 

Belden,  Ezekiel  P.,  Mr.  Dana  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 

Berzat,  Gabriel,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of,  twice  read,  and  referred  - 
reported  without  amendment     .         .        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Bettis,  Drury,  the  Committee  of  Claims  dis- 
charged from  the  petition  of  -         -         -     396 


Bioren,  John,  nnd  Fielding  Lucas,  Mr.  Roberts 
presented  the  memorial  of,  referred 
the  committee  discharged  .         .         • 

Blakeley,  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  presented  sun- 
dry petitions,  praying  that  a  port  of  entry 
may  be  established  at,  referred 
a  bill  to  establish  the  district  of,  read 

read  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Blanchard,  F.  Bailly.     (See  Lanusse,  Paul.) 

Boundaries,  a  bill  authorizing  the  President  to 
ascertain  and  designate  certain,  read 
read  a  second  time    ..... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Boyles,  Thomas   H.,  Mr.    Walker  of  Alabama 
presented  the  petition  of,  referred  - 
an  adverse  report  thereon  ... 

read  and  concurred  in         •         -         -         • 

Brady,  James,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre> 
sentatives   for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and 
referred  ...... 

reported  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time  and  passed  ... 
Brooks,  Joseph.     (See  Threlkeld,  John.) 

Brown,  James,  of  Louisiana,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  granting  a  piece  of 
land  to  the  State  of  Louisiana 
Brown,  Morgan,   Mr.   Walker  of  Georgia  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
a  bill  for  relief  of.  read       .... 
read  a  second  time     .         .         .         .         - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Brown,  Watson,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky  pre- 
sented the  petilion  of,  referred 

an  adverse  report  thereon  ... 

read,  and  concurred  in  -  -  •  - 
Bruff,  James.     (See  Boston,  Rufus.) 

Buck,  Gordon,  and  others,  Mr.  King  of  New 
York  presented  the  petition  of        -         - 

fiullus,  Charlotte  J.,  Mr.  Pleasants  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         .... 

committee  discharged         .... 

Buntin,  Robert,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read     ... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  an  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

Burrill,  James,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  to  admit  Mis- 
souri       •         • 

Mr.  Hunter  announced  the  death  of  • 
resolutions  adopted  for  the  funeral  of 
Burwell,  William  A.,  a  message  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  announcing  the  death 
of,  &c. 

Business  of  the  session,  a  resolution  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  a  joint  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the        ... 
read,  three  times,  passed,  and  a  committee 
appointed      ...... 

report  of  said  committee  laid  on  the  table  • 
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Cahoone,  John,  Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     ..... 
adverse  report  thereon        -         -         .         . 
read,  and  concurred  in       - 
Caldwell,  John.     (See  Shaumertown.) 
Caldwell,  Robert,  and  others,   Mr.  Ruggles  pre- 
sented the  petition  of     • 
Campbell,  Rev.  J.  N.,  a  message  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  announcing  their  elec- 
tion of,  as  Chaplain        .... 
Carroll,   Daniel,  of  Duddington,    Mr.    Roberts 
presented  the  petition  of,  referred 
the  committee  discharged  .... 
Cathcart,  James  Leander,  Mr.  Wilson  presented 
the  memorial  of,  referred         ... 
a  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  for  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time     ..... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Cathey,  Matthew  B.,  Mr.  Eaton  moved  that  the 
Committee  of  Claims  be  instructed  to  in. 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  the 

claim  of 

agreed  to  ...... 

an  adverse  report  from  said  committee 
read,  and  concurred  in       •         -         .         . 

Catlett,  Hanson,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred   .         .         .         -         - 
an  adverse  report  thereon  ... 

Central  Bank  of  Georgetown  and  Washington, 
Mr.  Horsey  presented  the  petition  of,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia       ...... 

Chadwick,  Levi,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  pe- 
tion  of,  referred      ..... 

the  committee  discharged  ... 

Chambers,  David,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    ..... 

the  committee  discharged  .... 

Chandler,  John,  of  Maine,  attended 

remarks  o(,  on  the  rejection  by  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  Missouri  resolu- 
tion         

Chaplains,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Morril,  the  usual 
resolution  to  appoint      .... 

Chase,  Philander,  Mr.    Ruggles   presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .... 

"~     adverse  report  thereon        .... 

Chatard,  John  B.,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
the  petitioner  had    leave  to   withdraw  his 
petition  ...... 

Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  Mr. 
Van  Dyke  presented  the  memorial  of  the, 
referred  ...... 

the  committee  discharged  -         .         -         . 
Choctaw  Nation,  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mississippi  pre- 
sented the  (>etition  of,  praying  that  Silas 
Dinsmore  may  be  confirmed  in  his  title 
to  certain  lands,  &c.,  referred 
an  adverse  report  thereon  ... 

read,  and  concurred  in       -         •         -         - 
Mr.  Holmes  submitted  a  resolution  instruct- 
ing the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  comply- 
ing with  the  request  of  the,  &c. 

resolution  agreed  to 

Claims,  appointment  of  standing  committee  of 
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Clark,  Terence,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      •         -         -        .        -147 
the  committee  discharged  ....     399^ 
Clemson,  E.  B.,  Mr.  Thomas  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred  -        -        -        .        .     120^ 
adverse  report  thereon       -        .        .        .    249^ 
read,  and  concurred  in       •         -         •        .    250 
Coast  Surveys,  dec,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  moneys  expended  on  the  sev- 
eral      - 19 

Coffee,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  -        .     136 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  .         -     136 

reported  with  amendments         >        .        .     151 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     239 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -     242 

Columbian  Society,  a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read  27 
read  a  (second  time,  and  referred  -  -  33 
reported  without  amendment  ...  99 
the  bill  recommitted  -         -         •         >       41 

reported  with  an  amendment    -         -         .       99 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -160 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -         .        -     151. 
Commerce  and   Manufactures,  appointment  of 

the  standing  committee  of     -        .        -       30 
Compensation  of  Members,  Mr.  Burrill  commu- 
nicated a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of 
Rhode  Island,  recommending  a  reduction 

of  the -       10 

referred  to  a  select  committee     ...       41 
report  of  said  committee    ....     253 
the  resolution  of  inexpediency,  read  -         .     254 
Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Military  Establish- 
ment, letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
with  a  statement  of  the  ...     150 

a   letter  from   the   Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
with  similar  statement  ....     185 
Contracts,    a  letter  from   the  Secretary   of  the 
Navy  with  a  report  from  the   Commis. 
sioners  of  the  Navy  Board  of  the,  made 

by  them 190 

a  similar  report   from   the   Quartermaster 

General,  &c. 247 

a  similar  report  from  the  Postmaster^Gen- 
eral         ....  -*        -     252 

Cooper,  Daniel,  Mr.  Ruggles  submitted  a  resolu. 
tion  instructing  the  Committee  of  Claims 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
provision  for  the  claim  of        .         .         >     268 
agreed  to  ......     289 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  rend       ....     359 

read  a  second  time     .....     362 

laid  on  the  table        .....    396 

Cote  Sans  Dessein,  Mr.  Thomas  presented  the 
petition  of  the  inhabitants  of,  praying  to 
be  confirmed  in  their  title  to  certain  lands, 
referred    to    the    Committee    on    Public 

Lands 183 

said  committee  discharged  ...     393 

Cousens,  E.,  and  other,  Mr.  Holmes  of  Maine, 

presented  the  petition  of        .         •         -     140 
Coxe,  Daniel  W.,  Mr.  Williams  of  Mississippi 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred    -         .       30 
a  bill  confirming  the  title  of  the   Marquis  of 

Maison  Rouge 128 

(See  Maison  Rouge.) 
Creek  Nation,  a  Message  from  the  President, 
transmitting  copies  of  a  treaty  made  with 
the,  read 399 
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Cross  and  Pond  Islands,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Reprrsentatives  for  building  light- 
houses on 

read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  -  • 
reported  with  amendments  ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 

D.  , 

Dallas,    Alexander   James,   on    motion   of   Mr. 
Roberts,  the  Committee  on  Finance  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing  for  payment  of  balances  due 
to,  as  paymaster  of  militia      -         -         . 
the  committee  discharged  -         -         -         - 
Dana,  Samuel  W..  of  Connecticut,  attended 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  Commo- 
dore Tucker  -         .         .         -         . 
on  the  Military  Peace  Establishment 
Debentures,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent* 
stives  to  authorize  collectors  to  pay,  in 
certain  specified  cases,  read    -  .         . 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     -         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  ami  passed 
De  la  Ronde,  Pierre  Denis,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  relief  of.  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Denison,  Elisha  and  others,   Mr.    Sanford  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  referred 
Dealonde,  Rosalie  P,,  a  bill  from  the   House  of 
RepresenUtives  for  relief  of,   read  twice 
and  referred  --.... 
reported  without  amendment     .         -         - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading           ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Dick,  William,  Mr.    Walker  of  Alabama, 
sented  the  petition  of,  referred 
the  committee  discharged  .... 
Dickerson,  Mahlon.  of  New  Jersey,  attended     - 
speech  of,  on  the  petition  of  Matthew  Lyon 
on  the  Military  Peace  Establishment 
Dill,  Eliza,  Jane  Jervig,  and  Louisa  St.  C.  Robb, 
(daughters  of  the  late  General  St.  Clair,) 
Mr.  Noble  presented  petition  of  referred 
an  adverse  report  thereon  .... 
read  and  concurred  in         -         •         -         • 
DtDsmore,  Silas.     (See  Choctaw  Nation.) 
District  Banks,  Mr.  Horsey  presented   the  me- 
morial of  several  of  the,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  - 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Horsey,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  report  the 
latest  statement  of  the   .... 
a  letter  from  that  officer  in  compliance 
a  bill  to  extend  the  charters  of  certain,  read 
'         read  a  second  time     ..... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading           ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments,  and  agreed  to    . 
District  of  Colombia,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  for  the     -         -        .        - 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
amend  the  act  to  alter  the  terms  of  ses- 
^,           aion  of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of 
V»*           the,  read        --.... 


Page. 


377 
378 

387 
399 


pre- 


DUtrict  of  Columbia — continued.  Page. 
bill  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -         -117 
Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
citizens    of    Georgetown,    remonstrating 
against  the   passage  of  the   said  bill,  re- 
ferred     119 

the  bill  reported  without  amendment  •     ISl 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     129 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasted  •         -     130 

District  Court  of  Louisiana,  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  clerk  of  the,  to  apfwiot  an  aasiatant, 
twice  read,  and  referred  ...     244 

reported  without  amendment      ...     261 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     38g 

Divorce  and  Alimony  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 

a  bill  concerning,  read  twice,  and  referred     350 
reported  with  amendments  ...     378 

laid  on  the  table 398 

Doak,  William,  Mr.  Holmes  of   Mississippi  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred         -         -132 
Doak,  William,  and  Noble  Osborne,  a  bdl  grant- 
ing the  right  of  pre-emption  to,  read         -     361 
read  a  second  time     .         -         -         .         .     366 

laid  on  the  table .198 

Dobson,  Thomas,  and  Son,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 

the  petition  of.  referred  -         -         -         -     213 
adverse  report  thereon        ....     356 
read  and  concurred  in         -         -         -         -     360 
Documents,  a   resolution    to  furnish   the    State 
Department  with  twenty-five  copies  of  all, 
printed  by  order  of  the  Senate,  read         -     149 
read  again,  and  agreed  to  -         -         •         •     151 
Drawback.     (See  Lanuste,  Paul,  «Vc.) 
I  Duffee,  James,  .Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  peti- 
[  tion  of  the  executors  of,  referred      -         -     203 

the  committee  diKharged  .         -         -         .     396 
Dufosset,  Francois,    .Mr.   Johnson   of  Louisiana 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred    -         -     343 

Duverge,  Bartholomew,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for    the    relief  of,    twice 

read,  and  referred  -         -         .         -         .     240 

reported  without  amendment      •         -         -     2.'^2 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  >         •     391 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         •     394 

E. 
East  and  West  Florida,  a  bill  to  enable  the  Pre- 
sident to  take  poMcssion  of,  read  twice    -     383 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .  -         .     395 

Easton,  Rufus,  for  himself  and  the  heirs  of  James 
Bruff,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  •         •         -         •21 
the  committee  discharged  -         •         -         -     386 
Eaton,  John  H.,  of  Tennessee,  attended    .         -        10 
remarks  of,  on  the  Missouri  resolution         -       32 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Smith         -         ...       33 
on  his  proviso    -         •         -         -         .         -41 
on  Mr.  Wilson's  substitute  ...       44 

on  offering  his  proviso  a  second  time  •     101 

Education,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolution  on 
the  justice  and  propriety  of  granting  lands 
to  the  old  States  for  purposes  of      .         -     151 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Landa     154 

report  thereon 328 

Mr.  Pinkney  presented  certain  resolutions 
and   proceedings   of  the    Legislature   of 
Maryland,  on  the  subject  of    -         -         -     384 
Edwards,  Ninian,  of  Illinois,  attended        -         -         9 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  purchasera 
of  the  public  lands  -         -         -         •     161 
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Senate  Proceedings  and  DtbaUs. 


Paf«.  I 
Election  of  President  and  Vice  President.  Mr. 
Wilson  of  New  Jersey  submitted  a  reso- 
lution instructing  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee  to  inquire  whether  any  amendmenU 
are  neeeaaary  in  the  act  respecting  the  -  118 
considered  and  agreed  to   •  ■        -120 

report  of  aaid  committee  thereon         .         -     245 
the  resolution  of  the  same,  that  it  is  inexpe- 
dient at  this  time  to  have  farther  legisla- 
lation  on  the  subject,  read       ...     256 
considered  and  concurred  in       -         -         .     260 
Electoral  Votes,  Mr.  Wil*on  of  New  Jersey  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  touching  the  counting 
of  the     -         -        -        .        .        .        -117 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  -         -     120 
report  of  said  committee  concurred  in         -     260 
meeting  of  the  two  Houses  to  count  the      -     345 
the  result  of  the,  announced  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  ....     346 
(See  President  and  Vice  President.) 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President,  Mr. 
Dickerson  submitted  a  joint  resolution  to 
amend  the  Constitution  in  regard  to  the, 

re«d 22 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -         -       23 
report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  amend  the 
Constitution  ---...     257 
Elliott,  John,  of  Georgia,  attended     -         -         -       Ip 
Enrolling    and     Licensing    Vessels,    dec,    Mr. 
Holmes  of  Maine  submitted  a  resolution 
respecting  the         -          -         -         .         '■331 
considered  and  referred  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee     334 

Entry  of  Merchandise,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  regulate  the,  imported 
from  adjacent  territories,  read         -         -     250 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -         -     252 
reported  with  amendments  ...     326 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .391 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         •         -     394 
Erie  Harbor,  Mr.  Lowrie  submitted  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  relating 
to  obstructions  in  the  mouth  of       .         -     334 
Execution   issuing  from    the   (/ircuit  Court  of 

Georgia,  a  bill  concerning  process  of,  read     288 

read  a  second  time 306 

Expenditure  and  application  of  Moneys,  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  transmit- 
ting statements  of,  dec.  -         -         -         .150 

'  ■  •         f . 

Fairbanks,  Jason.     (See  Keyea,  Perley.) 

Fanners  and  .Mechanics'  Bank  of  Georgetown, 
.Mr.  Horsey  presented  the  petition  of 

Fees  of  District  Attorneys,  dec,  .Mr.  Holmes,  of 
Maine,  submitted  a  resolution  on  the  sub- 
ject of 

amended,   and   referred    to   the   Judiciary 
Committee    ...... 

the  committee  discharged  -         -         -         - 

Finance,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee of    

Finch,  .Moses,  senior,  Mr.  Thomas  presented  the 

Petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  New 
'urchase,  praying  that  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to  a  quarter-section  of  land  may 
be  granted  to,  for  certain  purposes,  ro; 
ferred    --■-•--     186 


241 


148 

161 
253 

20 


_.     _  Page. 

Fire  Engines,  dec,  Mr.    .Vforril  submitted  a  res- 
olution of  inquiry  whether  the  act  author- 
izing the  purchase  oi,  had  been  executed       35 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to 

present  it  to  the  President      -         -         -       40 
a  Measage  transmitting  the  report  of  the 

agent,  referred 119 

the  committee  discharged  -         .         .         .     184 
Fisheries,  a  bill  concerning  vessels  employed  in 

the,  read         ......     359 

read  a  second  time    .....     362 

laid  on  the  table 396 

Florida  Treaty,  a  bill  providing  for  the  adjudica- 
tion and  payment  of  claims  under  the, 
read  twice      ......     3go 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         .         -     385 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     387 
Ford,  Nathan,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 142 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -         •         -     154 

read  a  second  time 178 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         .     244 
Foreign   AfTairs,  appointment  of  the  standing 

committee  of         -         .         -     ,    -         -       20 
Foreign  Coins,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  regulate    the    currency  of, 
read    three    times,  and    passed  with    an 

amendment 402 

Four  Millions,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives authorizing  the  President  to 
borrow  a  sum  not  exceeding,  read  three 
times,  and  passed  with  an  amendment  -  401 
the  House  of  Representatives  disagree,  the 
Senate  insisted,  and  asked  a  conference  403 
Fourth  Census,  a  Measage  from  the  President 
transmitting  a  letter  from  the  marshal  of 
Virginia,  respecting  the  ...     392 

a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  taking  the,  read 
three  times,  and  passed  •         -         -         -     393 

O. 

Gaillard,    John,   of  South   Carolina,  attended, 

and  took  the  Chair  as  President /;ro  tern.         9 
vote  of  thanks  to       -         -         -         .         .    404 
address  of,   to  the  Senate,  on   adjournment     405 
Gales  6l  Seaton,  election  of  as  printers  to  the 

Senate 403 

Gardner,  Alexander,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 134 

General  Poet  Office,  report  from  the  Postmaster 
General  showing  the  number  of  clerks 
employed  in  the,  and  at  what  salaries     •     153 
Ghent,  Treaty,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives establishing  the  salaries  of  the 
commissioners  and  agents  employed  un- 
der the,  read  twice          -         -         .         .     402 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     403 
Gooding,  John,  and  James  Williams,  Mr.  Pink- 
ney presented  the  petition  of,  referred     -       36 
a  bill  authorizing  payment  of  a  sum  of  mo- 
ney to,  read 147 

read  a  second  time 151 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -         -     391 
Gordon,  Patience,  Mr.  Wilson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 123 

a  bill  for  relief  of^  read  ....  184 
read  a  second  time  .....  185 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  .  -  245 
read  liu  third  time,  and  passed  ...     249 
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Government,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of,  for  1822,  read  twice,  and  re- 

^  ferred 

reported  with  amendments 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
Grade,  Archibald,  and  Sons^Mr.  King  presented 
the  petition  of       -        •        -        -        - 
(See  Unlading  of  Vetselt.) 
Graham,  James,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred     .----• 
adverse  report  thereon        .         -        -         - 
report  reversed,  and  bill  ordered 
^See  Whitehead,  William.) 
Gregory,  Lieutenant,  a  bill  to   reward,  his  offi- 
cers and  men,  read         .... 
read  a  second  time    •         -         -         -         - 
Groce,  Jared  E.,  Mr.  King  of  Alabama,  submit- 
ted a  resolution    authorizing,  to  enter  a 
certain  fraction  of  land  -         -         -         - 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Public  Lands 
the  committee  pray  to  be  discharged  - 
their  report  concurred  in    - 
Guerlain,  Lewis  H.,  a  bill  from  the   House  of 
Ivepresentativcs  for   relief  of,  twice  read 

and  referred 

repoited  without  amendment  .  -  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         - 

H. 

Hackley,  Richard  S.,  Mr.  Barbour  presented  thr 

petition  of,  &c.       -        .         -         -        - 

an  adversi^  report  thereon  -         -         -         - 

Hardiman,  Thomas,  Mr.   Elton  presented    the 

■*  petition  ofi  referred         .         -        .         - 

an  adverse  report  thereon  -         -         -         - 

Harding,  John,  and  Giles,  John  Shute  and  John 

Nicbolls,  a  bill   supplementary  to  the  net 

for  the  relief  of,  read      .         .         -         • 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     .         -         - 

laid  on  the  table 

Harpole,  George,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  peti- 
tion o^  referred      -         -         -         - 
committee  discharged         .         .         -         - 
Hazard,  Nathaniel,  late  of  Rhode  Island,  a  mes- 
sage from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
announcing  the  death  of,  &c. 
Heaton,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Sanford  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  referred 
Hodge,  Ann,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred     .-.--- 
committee  discharged         .... 
Hodgson,  Rebecca,  Mr.  Pinkney  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .         .         -         - 
the  committee  asked  to   be  discharged 
agreed  to,  and  petition   referred  to  a  select 

committee 

Hoffman,  John,   Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana   re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  which  was 
read      -.-.--- 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
Holmes,  David,  of  Mississippi,  attended    - 
Holmes,  John,  of  Maine,  attended    - 

speech  of,  on  the   resolution  to  admit  Mis- 

■onri 

remark*  of,  on  the  Ohio  and  Erie  Canal     • 
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Holmes,  John,  remarks  of — continued.  Page, 

on  the  bill  for  relief  of  Commodore  Tucker     265 
speech  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill  -         -         -     336 
on  the  rejection  by  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, of  the  Missouri  resolution     -         -     35i 
on  the  first  resolution  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives,  for  a  joint   committee   on 
the  question    of  admitting  Missouri         •     382 
the  credentials  of,  for  another  term  in  the 
Senate,  read  and  filed    .         •         -         -     392 

Holmes,   John,   Mr.  Walker    of  .\labaraa  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred         -         -  25 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read      -         -         -         -  43 
read  a  second  time    -         -         -         -         -  51 
ordered  to  a   third   reading         ...  100 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -  117 
Hook,  Josiah,  jr.,  Mr.    Holmes  of  Maine  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred         -         -  148 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -         -         -  326 
read  a  second  time    -----  332 
I  Horsey,  Outerbridge,  of  Delaware,  attended       -  9 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill   to  incorporate  the 
Columbian  Society         -         -         -         -  41 
Hunsinger,  Jacob,  a   bill  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, for  the  relief  of,  twice  read, 
and  referred  .-----  240 
reported  without  amendment     .         -         -  259 
indefinitely  postponed         ...          -  388 
Hunter,  William,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended      -  24 

I. 

Illinois,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, to  provide  for  paying  to  the  State 
of,  three  per  cent,  on  the  net  proceeds  of 

lands,  Ac,  read 25 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  •  26 
reported  with  amendments  •         -         -       36 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  43 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •  •  51 
a  bill  confirming  certain    claims  to  land  in, 

read  -         -         -         •         •         -184 

read  a  second  time  -  ...  -  185 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  ...  391 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -         -     394 

a  bill  confirming  the  location  of  the  seat  of 

government  of,  read   twice,  &c.      -  260 

reported   without   amendment,  and  laid  on 
the  table 398 

Imports  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  further    to  establsh 
the  compensation  of  ofllicers  employed  in 
collection  of  duties  on,  read  -         -         -     186 
read  a  second  time     -         -         -         -         -      189 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         -         -     360 
read  the  third   time,  and  passed         -         -     362 
Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  presented  the  me- 
morial  of  sundry  merchants  praying  an 
explanatory  act  in  relation  to,  referred     -     376 
a  bill   supplementary  to  the   act  to  regulate 

the  collection  of  duties  on,  twice  read  383 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -   •      -  -         -     395 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         •         -     397 

Increase  of  Duties,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  me- 
morial of  citizens  of  Charleston,  protest- 
ing against  any,  referred         ...       50 
.Mr.  Pleasants  presented  a  similar  memorial 
from  Virginia         -         •        •        •        -     122 

Indiap    Affairs,   appointment    of  the    standing 

committee  on         -----       20 
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Page. 
Indian  Agents,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  appointment 

of  certain,  read      .....     140 

read  a  second  time 143 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         -     394 
read  th«i  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         -389 
Indian  Trade,  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mississippi,  com- 
municated a  letter  to  him  from  the  Super- 
intendent of,  with  a  copy  of  his  report     -     120 
Indian  Tribes,    report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  moneys  expended  in  forming 

treaties  with,  ice. 42 

a  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  trade  with 
the,  read         ......     126 

read  a  second  time     -         .         .         .         .     |29 

laid  on  the  table 137 

called  up  and  indefinitely  postponed  •         -     380 
Indiana,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Noble,  the  Judiciary 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  boun- 
dary between,  and  Illinois  and  Michigan, 
to  be  surveyed,  Ac.         -         -         -         -       26 
Mr.  Noble  also  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of,  praying  permission  to 
tax  all  public  lands  in,  sold  by  the  United 
States,  referred       -         -         -         .         -      141 
an  adverse  report  thereon  ....     244 
a  bill  to  designate  the  boundaries  of  a  land 

district  in,  road 366 

read  a  second  time     -         >         •         -         .     379 
laid  on  the  table         -         .         .         .         .     393 
Interest  on  Public  Lands,  Mr.  Kuggles'  submit- 
ted a  resolution  concerning   the   expedi- 
ency of  remitting  the      -         -         -         -       28 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Public  Lands       30 
Introduction  of  Slaves,  a  resolution  was  adopted 
requesting   the   President  of  the  United 
States  to  communicate  what  proceedings 
have  been  had  in  relation  to    officers  of 
Government,    charged    with    l>eing    con- 
cerned in  the 380 

Irwin,  Alexander,  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of 151 

read,  and  concurred  in        -         >         .         •     154 
Island  of  New  Orleans,  a  bill  supplementary  to 
the  several  acts  for  adjusting   claims  to 
land  in  the  districts  east  of  the,  read       -    357 
read  a  second  time    .         .         -         .         .     362 

laid  on  the  table 396 

Isles  of  Shoals,  a  bill  to  repair  a  sea-wall  at  the. 

read 189 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -         -     191 

reported  without  amendment      ...     264 

J. 

Jackson,  George,  Mr.  Trimble  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 119 

adverse  report  thereon        ....  248 
Jails,  a  resolution  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives providing  for,  in  certain  cases        -  367 

'    read  a  first  time 377 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •         •  379 

reported  without  amendment     ...  389 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  398 
Janncy,  Joseph,  Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  pe. 

tition  of,  referred    -         ....  36 
an  adverse  report  thereon  -         -         -         -  135 
Jarrott,  Nicholas,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  read    -         -  99 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -  117 


Jarrod,  N.,  bill  for  relief  of— continued.  Page, 

reported  with  amendments  ...     135 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     24t 

the  vote  reconsidered,  and  bill  recommitted  244 
reported  with  other  amendments  -  .  252 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended  .  .388 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend. 

ments 390 

Jervis,  Jane.     (See  Dill,  Eliza.) 
Johnson,  Richard  M.,  of  Kentucky,  attended     -         9 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  admit  Mia- 

souri 33 

on  the   bill  to  incorporate   the  Columbian 

Society 40 

on  the  Ohio  and  Erie  Canal  bill          .         .     156 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  purcha- 
sers, &c 214 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  Virginia 

military  land  warrants   ....     247 
on  the  rejection  by  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  Missouri  resolution      -        -     353 
Johnson,  Henry,  of  Louisiana,  attended     .         •         9 
remarks  of,  on   a  motion   to  discharge  the 
Land  Committee  from   consideration  of 
St.  Helena  memorial       ....     268 
Johnson,  Isaac  N.,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  pe- 
tition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Indiana, 
praying  that  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  a 
certain  section  of  land  may  be  granted  to, 
for  the  erection  of  a  mill.  Sec. 
an  adverse  report  thereon           ... 
read,  and  concurred  in       .         ... 
the  committee  discharged  .... 
Judiciary,  appointment  of  the  standing  Commit- 
tee on  the 

report  of  said  committee  on  the  expediency 
of  extending  to  the  Supreme  Court  ap- 
pellate jurisdiction  in  criminal  cases 

K. 

Kelley,  William,  and  others,   Mr.  Williams  of 
Tennessee  presented  the  petition  of,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands       21 
Kemper,  Presley,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred         -        .      25 
adverse  report  thereon        .         .         -         -     126 
read,  and  concurred  in       -         -         -         -     135 
Keyes,  Perlcy,  and  Jason  Fairbanks,  a  bill  from 

the  House  for  relief  of,  read  ...  30 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •         •       35 

reported  witli  an  amendment      -         •  122 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -  133 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended     135 
King,  Rufus,  of  New  York,  attended         -        -        9 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Eaton's  proviso  to   the 

Missouri  resolution  -  -  -  42,  44 
on  the  second  offijring  of  the  same  proviso  -  100 
on  the   bill   concerning   V'^irginia   military 

land  warrants         .... 
on   the   bill   for    the    relief  of  Commodore 

Tucker 

on  report  of  committee  on  Electoral  votes  . 
on  the  bill  providing  for  execution  of  the 
Florida  treaty         -         -         -         -         - 
King,  William,  of  Alabama,  attended 
Knight,  Nehemiah  R.,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island,  in  place 
of  J.  Burrill,  deceased,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, Ac.  -        -        -         -        -     2U 
speech  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill  -        -     344 
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Koonnalluskee,  an  Indinn  chieC  Mr.  Williami  of 
Tennessee  presented  the  raemorial  of,  re- 
ferred      244 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read          ...  356 

read  a  second  time    .....  360 

laid  on  the  table        •        .        -        *        •  396 

L. 

Lands,  letter  from  the  SecreUry  of  the  Trea- 
sury, with  statements  uf  amounts  appro- 
priated  for  the  purchase  of,  from  the  In- 
dians, dec. 

Land  Warrants,  a  bill  to  regulate  the  location  of, 
twice  read,  and  referred           ... 
reported  with  amendments        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  • 
Languilie,  Francis  B.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of,    twice 
read,  and  referred  ..... 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         .         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Lanman,  James,  of  Connecticut,  attended 
Lanusse,  Paul,  and  F.  Baillj  Blanchard,  Mr. 
Johnson  of  Louisiana  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 

an  adverse  report  thereon  .        .         -         • 
read,  and  concurred  in       -         -         -         - 
vote  reconsidered,  and  bill  laid  on  th'.*  table 
Larrabee,  Major  Charles,  Mr.  Trimble  presented 
the  |>etition  of,  referred  -         -         .         - 
report  of  resolution   granting   leave   to,  to 
withdraw  his  petition     .         -         .         . 
Law,   Thomas,  and    others,    Mr.    Horsey    pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
Lawrence,  Eleanor,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred   to  the  Secretary  of 

War 

the  report  of  the  Secretary  referred  to  the 
Military  Committee        .         .         -         - 
said  committee  report  that  the  claim  ought 
to  be  liquidated  and  paid  by  the  War  De- 
partment, which  was  concurred  in 
Lauret,   Louis,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
an  adverse  report  thereon  .         .         .         - 
read,  and  concurred  in       -         -         -         - 
Lemaitre,  John  B.,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 

the  committee  discharged  .         -         -         - 

Levy  Court  of  Washington,  a  bill   to  empower 

the,  to  discontinue  a  certain  road,  read   - 

read  a  second  time    .         -         -         -         - 

laid  on  the  table 

Library,  on   motion  of  Mr.   Dickerson   a  joint 

committee  was  appointed  on  the     - 
Linn,  John,  a  message  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives   announcing    the    death   of. 
and  the  usual  resolution  in  such  case 
Lloyd,  Edward,  of  Maryland,  attended      - 
Longitude  of  the  Capitol,  a  joint  resolution  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  authorizing 
the  President  to  cause  astronomical  ob- 
servations  to  be   made  to  ascertain   the, 

read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
Louisiana,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  a  memorial  of 
the   Legislature  of,   praying  a  grant  of 
certain  lands,  referred     .        .        .        - 
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Levi,  George,  Mr.  Noble  preaented  the  petition 

of,  referred     -         -         •         -         -        -119 
adverse  report  thereon        ....     122 
read,  and  concurred  in       •        •         •         •     128 
Lowden,  John,  Mr.  Smith   presented  the   peti* 

tion  of,  referred 144 

adverse  report  thereon        ....     263 
Lowrie,  Walter,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended       •        9 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  purchasers 
of  public  lands 335 

M. 

Macarty,  J.  L.   B.,  Mr.   Johnson  of  Louisiana 

preaented  the  petition  of,  referred  •  -  190 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read        .        •         •        -248 

read  a  second  time 250 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     388 

Macon,  Nathaniel,  of  North  Carolina,  attended         9 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  recommit  the 

Missouri  resolution  •  -  •  -115 
on  the  Ohio  and  Erie  Canal  .  -  .  144 
on  the  bill  fur  relief  of  Commodore  Tucker  266 
on  the  report  upon  Electoral  votes      •         -     342 

Maifton   Rouge,  the  bill  confirming  the  title  of         i 
the  Marquis  de,  read      ....     133 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 380 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         -         .     385 
Mallory,  David.  Mr.  Dana  presented   the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -         -         -         -         -      178 
Map  of  Soldiers'  Patents,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky submitted  a  resolution  instructing 
the   (/ommittee   of  Public   Lands  to   in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  a,      132 
considered,  and  agreed  to  -         -         -         -     137 
the  committee  discharged  from  its  further 
consideration  .....     183 

Marine  Hospital,  Mr.Juhnson,  of  Louisiana,  aub-  | 
mitted  a  rt^solution  respecting  a,  at  or  near 

New  Orleans 256 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  j 

Commerce,  &c.      .         .         .         -         .  260 

Meridian,  Mr.  Horsey  presented  the   memorial 
of  the  Mayor,  dtc,  of  Washington,  pray- 
ing Congress  to  adopt  measures  to  fix  a 
principal,  for  the  United  Stales,  read  twice, 

and  referred  -         -         -         -         -         -  241 

reported  without  amendment      ...  245 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  396 

Message,  the  President's  annual        -         •         -  11 

Messengers,  dec,   of  the    Senate,    Mr.  Roberts  j 

submitted  a  resolution  to  allow  the  usual 

extra  pay  to,  read  -         .         -         -         .  387 

read  a  second  time 390 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...         -  399 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  400 

Michigan,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa-  | 

tives  to  establish  an  additional  land  office 

in,  laid  on  the  table         -         .         -         -  402 

Military  Affairs,  appointment  of  the  standing  | 

Committee  of 20 

Military  Establishment,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  ^ 

Representatives  to  reduce  and  fix  the, read,  ' 

and  referred  ---.--  238 

a   substitute  reported         -         -         -         -  261 

the  substitute  considered  and  amended        •  375 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         -  378 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasted  as  amended  379 
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Military  Establishment — continued.  Page 

the  House  of  Representstives  agreed  to  the 

,  amendments   with    an    amendment,    in 

which  the  Senate  concurred    -         .        . 

Military  Land  WarranU,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ken- 
tucky, submitted  a  resolution  to  extend 
the  time  for  locating,  in  the  Sute  of  Ohio, 

read . 

read  a  second  time,  amended,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment  -  .  . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Military  Road,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana,  pray- 
ing that  a  certain,  may  be  constructed, dec, 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War    - 

Military  Service,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives making  partial  appropriation 
for  the,  fur  the  year  1821,  read  twice,  and 
referred  ...... 

reported  with  amendments         ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 

another  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives making  the  annual  appropriation  (or 
the,  read  three  times,  and  passed  with 
amendments  ..... 

the  House  of  Representatives  disagree  to 

/     the  amendments,  and  the  Senate  insist    - 

a  conference  agreed  upon  -         -         .         . 

the  managers  report,  and  the  Senate  recede 
Militia,  appointment  of  the  standing  Committee 

on  the  -..-...20 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with 
statements  showing  the  number  of,  for 
each  Sute 350 

a  Meaaage  from  the  President,  transmitting 
the  annual  statement  of  the  .         .         - 


( 

A 


Mills,  Elijah  J.,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 
gislature  of  Massachusetts,   in   place   of 
Prentiss  Melten,  resigned,  produced  his 
credentials,  dec.      ..... 

the  credentials  of,  for  a  new  term  uf  six 
years,  received  and  filed  •        - 

Milne,  Alexander,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and 
referred 

reported  without  amendment      ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         •         . 

Mint,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  the  Director's  report        ... 
a  Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 
the  annual  account  of  the      ... 
Mississippi,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa. 
tives  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  dis* 
Irict  court  of  the  United  States  for,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      -         •         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         •         -         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
<        Mr.  Williams  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of,  praying  the  right  of  pre- 
emption in  certain  cases,  referred    - 
a  bill  to  establish  a  new  land  office  in,  dec, 

read 

read  a  second  time    ..... 
(See,  also,  Alabama  and  MintUeippi.) 
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Mistoari,  a  copy  of  the  constitution  of,  laid  be- 
fore  the  Senate  and  a  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  aamitting, 

into  the  Union lo 

committee  report  a  resolution  to  admit,  read      20 

read  a  second  time 27 

considered  and  discussed   -        -  31,  43,  100 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •         .         •         -116 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -         -     117 
Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  a 
resolution  instructing  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee to  report  a  bill  extending  the  judi- 
cial authority  of  the  United  Sutes  over 

the  Slate  of if7 

amended  by  adding  Florida,  agreed  to        .    S40 
a  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, that  they  have  rejected  the  Senate 
resolution  to  admit        ....     345 
the   rejection  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives debated 8SI 

another  resolution  to  admit,  read        -         -     366 

read  a  second  time 867 

the  third  reading  rejected  ....     364 
a  bill  to  provide  for  the  due  execution  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  within  the  Sute 

of,  read 375 

read  a  second  time     ...  -     379 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     394 

read  the  third  time,  anJ  passed  .         .     397 

a  resolution  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  a  joint  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency,  dec,  of  admitting,  into  the 

Union   -         - 380 

considered  and  agreed  to,  and  a  committee 

appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate         ■     382 
said  joint  committee  reported  a  resolution, 

which  was  read 383 

another  resolution  from  the  House  of  Rep. 
resentatives,  twice  read  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  -         .         .         .         .     3^ 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         •         .     390 
Mobile,  Mr.  Walker  preaented  the  memorial  of 

the  Mayor  of,  referred     ....     132 

ii  bill  granting  to  the  Corporation  of,  certain 
lots,  read        ......     376 

read  a  second  time     .....     379 

laid  on  the  table 398 

Monroe,  James,  declared  duly  re-elected  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States         ...     347 
a  joint  committee  appointed  to  inform  him 
of  the  same   ......     360 

Monsanto,  Manuel  and  Isaac,  a  bill  for  the  relief 

of  the  legal  representatives  of,  twice  read     268 
Montgomery,  Alexander,  a  biH  for  the  relief  of 

the  legal  representatives  of,  read     -         -     333 

read  a  second  time 333 

Moore,  Dr.  David,  Mr.  Walker  of  Alabama  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred         -         -       25 

Morales,  Don  Juan  Bonaventura,  and  Baron 
Carondelet,  Mr.  Eaton  submitted  a  reso. 
lution  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  communicate  any  infor- 
mation he  may  possess  as  to  the  authority 
of,  to  grant  the  lands  of  Spain  in  Louis- 
iana                -         -     141 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  lay 
it  before  the  President    -        -        -        .     143 

a  Message  from  the  President  in  reply         -     810 
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Morril,  David  L.,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended  9 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  resolution         •  102 

remarks  of,  on  the  Ohio  and  Erie  Canal     •  \hb 

remarks  of.  on  the  rejection  by  the  House  uf 

Representatives  of  the  Senate  resolution 

to  admit  Missouri .352 

McDuff,  Daniel,  a  bill  from  the  Hoube  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  read         -         -134 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -         -  136 

reported  without  amendment      ...  242 

laid  on  the  Uble 398 

McGirk,  John  W.,  Mr.  Williams  of  Tennessee 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred   •         •  131 

the  committee  discharged  ....  393 
Mcintosh,  William,  a   bill  from  the   House  of 

Representatives  for  relief  of,  read    •         •  124 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred          •         -  129 

report  thereon 143 

laid  on  the  table 148 

McNair,  Matthew,  Mr.  Sanford   presented    the 

petition  of,  referred         -         -         .         -139 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read       ....  244 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 384 

McNiel,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  House  o(  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  twice  read  and 

referred 240 

reported  without  amendment      ...  252 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  388 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         •         -  3'JO 
McWarren,    Nathan,    Mr.  Chandler  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred           -         •         -  128 

an  adverse  report  thereon  -         -         .         .  237 

read  and  concurred  in         -         •         -         -  239 

N. 
Natchez  Hospital,   Mr.    Holmes  of  Mississippi 
communicated  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
of  said  State,  concerning  the,    to  which 
they  ask  the  consent  of  Congress,  referred       27 
National  Institution  for  the  promotion  of  indus- 
try,  Mr.  King  of  New  Vork  presented  the 
memorial  of  the,  praying  that  a  duty  of 
ten  per  cent,  may  be  imposed  on  all  sales 
at  auction,  referred         ....     [42 
National  Vaccine  Institution,  a  bill  from  the 

House   of  Representatives  to  incorporate 

the,  read 30 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -         -       35 
reported  without  amendment     -         -         -       43 
Naval  AfTairs,  appointment  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee on 20 

Naval  Register,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  trans- 
mitted copies  of  the,  for  the  use  of  mem- 
bers        210 

Naval  Service,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of 
the  last  seasion,  on  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions ibr  the  i7g 

Navigation,  Mr.  Barbour  submitted  a  resolution 
requesting  information  uf  the  President 
of  the   United   States  at  next  session,  as  \ 

to  violations  of  the  act  concerning,  dec     376  , 
the  resolution  agreed  to     •         -         .         .     379 
Navy,  a  bill  from  the  Hou^e  ol  Representatives  | 

for  support  of  the,  for  the  year  1821         -     377  \ 
twice  read,  and  referred      ....     379  | 
reported  without  amendment     ...     3g6 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -         -     397 


401 


150 


189 
213 


Navy— continued.  Page. 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

amend  the  act  to  provide  for  the  gradual 

<       increase  of  the,   read    three  times,    and 

passed    ....... 

Navy  Pension  Fund,  report  of  the  Commission- 
ers of  the         ...... 

New  Madrid,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky  submit- 
ted a  resolution  instructing  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  uf  amending  the  act  for  relief 
of  the  inhabitants  of  .... 
considered  and  agreed  to  • 

New  York,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  memorial 
of  the  mayor,  Ac,  of.  praying  that  cer- 
tain lands  ceded  to  the  United  States,  for 
military  purposes,  may  revert  to  the  cor- 
poration, referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War 

a  Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  there- 
on, referred  to  the  Military  Committee     - 

a  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  retrocede,  dice.,  as  prayed, 
read -         - 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 
alter  the  time  for  holding  the  district  court 
in  the  northern  district  of.  twice  read,  and 
referred  ...... 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         -         • 

Mr.  King  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chantl>€r  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of, 
praying  that  a  naval  force  competent  to 
the  protection  oi  commerce  may  be  sta- 
tioned on  the  southwestern  coast,  referred 
Nicholli>.  John.  (See  Harding,  John  and  GUe$.) 
Nicklen.  Jiinies,  sen.,  Mr.  Noble  submitted  a  re- 
solution, instructing  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  issuing  a  patent  to      .         .         • 

cunxidered.  and  agreed  to  - 

Noble,  James,  of  Indiana,  attended    ... 

the  credentials  of,  for  a  new  term  of  six  years 

received,  and  filed 

Northham,  Stephen  P.,  and  others,  Mr.  Hunter 
presented  the  petition  of         -         •         - 

Northumberland  County,  Virginia,  a  bill    from 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  sell  and 
convey  a  certain   tract  of  land  lying    in, 
read  twice     ...... 

read  the  third  time  and  passed    ... 
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Ogden,  Thomas  L.,  and  others,  .Mr.  Wilson  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred         -         -  120 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read         •         •         -         -  123 
read  a  second  time               -         .         .         -129 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  136 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         -         -  140 
Ohio,  Mr.  Rugbies  presented  the  proceedings  of 
ihe  Legislature  of,  in  relation  to  Isnds  for 
school  purposes,  referred          -         •         -  187 
the  committee  discharged  ....  393 
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Ohio  and  Erie  Canal,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  ap- 
pointment of  commissioners    to  lay  out. 
Sec,  the,  twice  read,  and  referred   - 
■   ■    reported  with  amendments 

indefinitely  postponed         .         .         .         . 
Opie,  Leroy,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives,  authorizing   the  settlement  of  the 
accounts  of,  read  three  times,  and  passed 
Osborne,  Noble.     1  See  Doak,   William.) 
OtiK,  H.  Gray,  of  Massachusetts,  attended 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  resolutions 
r  remarks  of,  on  the  Ohio  and  Erie  Canal  bill 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  an  uniform  system 

of  Bankruptcy 

on  the  bill  fixing  the  Military  Peace  Estab- 
lishment          

Oxley,  Thomas,  Mr.  Pleasants  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 

adverse  report  thereon  .  .  .  . 
read,  and  concurred  in  -  •  •  - 
a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
issue  a  patent  to,  read  -  -  -  . 
read  a  second  time  .  .  .  .  . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         . 
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Pacific  Ocean,  .Mr.  Lloyd  presented  a  memorial 
of  the  merchants  of  Baltimore,  suggesting 
the  expediency  of  augmenting  the  naval 
force  in  the.  referred       .... 
Palmer,  W.  A.,  of  Vermont, attended 
Pancoast,  William,    .Mr.  Johnson    of  Kentucky 
presented  the  petition  of,  referred    - 
adverse  report  thereon    '     . 
Parker,  Samuel,  Mr.  Otis  preM;nted  the  petition 
of,  referred      -         -         . 
a  bill  to  extend  the  patent  of.    read     • 
read  a  f«cond  lime     -         .         .         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Parka,  Elias,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  relief  of,  read  .         .         .         - 
read  a  second  time,   and  referred 
reported  with  an  amendment      .         .         . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
Parrott,  John  F.,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended 
Passengers  from  foreign  porU  and  places,  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  a  trans- 
cript of  the  lisu  of  -         .         .         . 
Pearl  River,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  establish  the  district  of,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         -         . 

Penitentiary  Jurisprudence,  Mr.  Barbour  pre- 
sented a  memorial  of  inhabitants  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  praying  a  system  of, 

referred 

the  committee  discharged  .... 

Pensions,  appointment  of  the  standing  Com- 
mittee on       - 

Mr.  Morril  submitted  resolutions  of  instruc- 
tion on  the  subject  of    - 

Peoria,  report  from  the  register  at  Edwardsville, 
in   conformity  with   the  act  for  relief  of 

't-        the  inhabitants  of  -        .... 
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Perkins,  Nicholas,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  pe- 
tition of.  referred 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read         .         -         .         . 

read  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .  .  . 
Perry,  Margaret,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment  .  .  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         _ 

rend  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Perry.  Oliver  H.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of  the  family  of  the 
late,  twice  read,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     .        -        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         -         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Peters,  Andrew,  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of. 
read  and  concurred  in         -         -         -         . 
Piatt,  John  H..  on  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Dyke  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  directed  to 
report   what  proceedings  have  been  had 
in  the  case  of  .         .         .         .         _ 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  in  reply    - 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims  - 
a  bill  in  explanation  of  the  act  for  relief  of. 
twice  read       ...... 

laid  on  the  Uble 

Pinkney,  William,  of  Maryland  attended  - 

remarks  of.  on  Mr.  Wilson's  substitute  for 
Mr.  Eaton's  proviso  to  the  Missouri  reso- 
lution     

Piracy,  Mr.  Barbour  submitted  a  motion  to  in- 
struct the  Judiciary  Committee  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  modifying  the  law 
for  the  punishment  of   - 
considered  and  agreed  to   - 
report  of  said  committee  thereon 
Plantou,  Julia,  .Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 

an  adverse  report  thereon  .         -         -         - 
Pleasants,  James,  of  Virginia,  attended     - 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  Commo- 
dore Tucker  -         .         .         .         . 
Plumbe,  William,  Mr.  Dana  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 

adverse  report,  with  leave  to  withdraw  his 
petition  ...... 

Point  Coupee,  a  bill  granting  to  the  Governor  of 
Louisiana  for  the  time  being,  two  tracts 
of  land  in  county  of,  Sec,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  appointment  of  the 
standing  Committee  on  ... 

Post  Roads,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives to  alter  and  establish  certain,  twice 
read,  and  referred  ..... 

reported  with  amendments         .         -         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  pas-sod  as  amended 

Potomac,  a  bill  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  Bank 

of,  read 

read  a  second  time    .         .         -         .         - 
(See  District  Banks.) 
Potter,  Elderkin,  the  committee  on  the  case  of, 
were  discharged     -        -        -        -        . 
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President  of  the  United  States,  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  - 
annual  Message  of  the       - 
three  thousand  copies  of  the  Message  of  the, 
ordered  to  be  printed      .         .         -         - 
President  and  Vice  President,  Mr.  Barbour  sub- 
mitted  a  resolution  for  a  joint  committee 
to  ascertain  and  report  a  mode  of  counting 
the  Electoral  votes  for  - 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  Sf  nate  appointed     .         -         -         - 
report  of  resolutions  by  said  committee 
considered  and  agreed  to  - 
Private  Acts  of  Congress  and  Indian  Treaties. 

(See  Publication  of  the  Laws.) 
Process  in  the  United  States  Courts,  a  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  regulate, 
reiad  three  times,  and  passed  •         -         - 
Public  Buildingf,  the  President  communicated 
the  report  uf  the  Commissioner  of  the, 
in  conformity  with  the  act  of  1818 
Mr.  Roberta  submitted  a  resolution  concern- 
ing the - 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee 
a  bill   from  the   House  of  Representatives 

making  appropriations  for  the 
twice  read,  and  referred     -         -         •         - 
reported  with  amendments         ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
Public  Lands,  appointment  of  the  standing  Com- 
mittee on       -----         - 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  sun- 
dry resolutions  relating  to  the,  referred  tu 
'  said  committee       .         -         -         .         - 

report  of  the  committee  thereon 
Mr.  Talbot  presented  resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Kentucky  respecting  the,  read 
Public  Moneys,  a  bill  concerning  the  collection 
of,  twice  read,  and  referred     -         -         - 
reported  with  amendments         -         .         - 
Publication  of  the  Laws,  Mr.  Eaton  submitted 
a  resolution  respecting  the      -         -         - 
agreed  to,  and  referred       -         -         -         - 

a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  provide 

for  the,  read 

read  a  second  time     -         .         -         -         - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -       ^~ 
Purchasers   of  Public   Lands,   Mr.  Johnson,  of 
Louisiana,  submitted    a  resolution   con- 
cerning ----.- 
confidered,  anU  referred  to  the  Committee 

on  Public  Lands 

.Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  submitted  a  reso- 
lution, referred  to  the  same     -         -         . 
Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  the  West,  praying  relief  to,  re- 
ferred to  the  same  -         .         .         - 
Mr.  Noble  also  submitted  a  resolution  on 
the  subject  of         .         .        .        -        - 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  same     - 
.Mr.  Rugglcs   submitted   a  similar   resolu- 
tion      ..-.--        36,  131 
Mr.  Trimble  also  one  on  the  same  subject  •       39 
Mr.  Thomas  the  same        -         -         -        77,131 
Mr.  Walker  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Alabama  in  behalf  of,  rc- 
'iNlf     -fcrred  to  the  same  ....       99 
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Purchasers  of  Public  Lands— continued.  P«g«. 

Mr.  Trimble    presented   four  memorials  of 

the  same  character  -         -      116,134,136 

Mr.  Noble  presented  two  memorials  of  the 

same  character       ...       126,  141,  249 
Mr.   Williams,  of  Tennessee,   presented  a 

memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri 

on  the  same  subject  •  -  - 
Mr.  Edwards  presenud  a  memorial  of 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  prior  to  the   1st  July, 

1820,  read 

read  a  second  time     .-••*- 
discussion  of  the  bill  -         .         .         - 

recommitted  to  the  same    .         .         -         - 
reported  with  anrendmcnts  ... 

again  committed  to  the  same      .         -         - 
reported  with  further  amendments 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
returned    from  the   House    of  Jflepresenta- 

tives  with  amendments,  and  igreed  to    - 
Purdy,  Robert,  a  bill  for  the  relief  ol.  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reportetl  without  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
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Q. 

Quorum,   interchange  of  messages  concerning 
the  formation  of  a 

R. 
Read,  Charlotte,  Mr.  Sanford  preaented  the  pe- 

tition  of,  referred 

the  committee  discharged  .         .         - 

Recruiting  Service,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  suspend  the,  for  a  limited 
time,  twice  read,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     .         -         - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         -         - 

laid  on  the  table 

Reduction  of  Compensation  to  .Members  of  Con- 
gress, Mr.  Uurrill  submitted  a  resolution 

concerning    

(See  Compensation  of  Members.) 
Restriction  of  Slavery,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  a 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York 
concerning  the,  read       .         .         .         - 
.Mr.  Tichenor  presented  a  similar  resolution 
of  the  Legislature  of  Vermont,  read 
Revolutionary  Army,   Mr.   Mills  presented  the 
memorial  (»f  sundry  officers  of  the,  pray- 
ing half  pay  for  life,  referred  - 
Revolutionary  Land   WarranU,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  extending  the 
time  for  issuing  and  locating,  twice  read, 
and  referred  .         .         -         -         - 

Revolutionary  War,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  continue  in  force  the 
act  to  provide  for  persons  disabled  by 
known  wounds  received  in  the,  read 
twice,  and  referred  .... 

reported  without  amendment     -         -         - 
indefinitely  postponed         -         -         -         - 
Road,  Mr.  Trimble  communicated  a  resolution 
of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio  respecting  a 

certain,  referred 

.Mr.  Thomas  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Illinois  concerning  an  act 
of  the  last  session  to  lay  out  a  certain, 
read       ...-.-- 
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Roads  and  Canals,  appointment  of  the  standing 
committee  on  ..... 

Roanoke   Agricultural    Society,    Mr.    Pleasants 
■  preaented  the  petition  of  the,  against  an 
increase  of  duties  -         -         .         .         . 
Robb,  Louisa  St.  Clair.     (See  Dill,  Eliza.) 
Roberts,  Jonathan,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended    • 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  Commo- 
dore Tucker  ..... 
speech  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill  - 
remarks  of,  on  the  rejection  by  the  House 
of  the  Missouri  resolutions     - 
Roberts,  Dr.  John  O.,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky 
presented  the  petition  of,  referred  - 
the  committee  discharged  .         .         . 

Rodriguez,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and 
referred  ...... 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased 
Rugglea,  Benjamin,  of  Ohio,  attended 

speech  of,  on  the  Worthington  College 

remarks  of,  on  the  Ohio  and  Erie  Canal     - 

on  the  bill  concerning  Virginia  military  land 
warrants        ...... 

the  credentials  of,  for  another  term,  received 

and  lilt'd         -         -  .         .         .         . 

Ryland,  Rev.  William,  election  of  as  Chaplain 

to  the  Senate         .         .         -         .         . 
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Sale  and  reduction  of  price  of  certain  sections  of 
land.  Mr.  Noble  submitted  a  resolution  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authori- 
zing the 121 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Land  t'ommit- 

tee 122 

Sands,  Austin  L.     (See  Stevens,  Ebenezer.) 
Sandusky,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives   establishing    a   port   of  entry  at, 

read -     134 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -         •     136 
reported  with  an  amendment     ...     384 
read  the  third  time  and  passed  as  amended     397 
Sanford,  Nathan,  of  New  York,  attended  -         •         9 
Sangamo   County,   Mr.  Thomas   presented   the 
petition  of  the  inhabitants  oi,  praying  the 
right  of  pre-emption  in  certain  cases,  re- 
ferred  -         - l85 

Savannah  Ppor  House  and  Hospital,  Mr.  Elliot 

presented  the  memorial  of  the         -         -     122 
Scott,  Clarissa,  .Mr.  Holmes  of   Mississippi,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred         -         -       21 
a  bill  for  the  relief  cf  the  legal  representa- 
tives oi,  read 263 

Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House 

oi  Representatives,  a  bill  t«  continue  in 

*  force  the  act  fixing  the  compensation  of 

the.  read  ....--  378 
read  A  second  time  ....  -  383 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .  -  -  397 
Seminole  Campaign,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  offi- 
cers, Ac,  engaged  in  the  laje.  read  -  26 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  27 
reported  with  an  amendment  .  -  -  28 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  117 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         -        -     120 

16th  Con.  2d  Se3s — 59 


Senate,  meeting  of  the  second  session  of,  ICth 
Congress        ...         ... 

the  adjournment  of  the  .... 
Settlers  on  the  Public  Lands,  Mr.  Thomas  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  Missouri  praying  right 
of  pre-emption  to  the,  referred 

the  committee  recommend  its  rejection 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  a  res- 
olution on  the  subject  of         .  >     . 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  Land  Commit- 
tee          

Seward,  Daniel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read    ... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
that  committee  discharged,  and  referred  to 
Land  Committee  -         .        .        .        . 
reported  by  the  same  without  amendment  - 
Shackerly,    Harriet,    and    others,    Mr.    Sanford 
presented  the  petition  of,  referred    - 
the  committee  discharged  .... 
Shaumburg,  Bartholomew,  Mr.  Trimble  present- 
ed the  memorial  of,  referred    - 
an  adverse  report  thereon  .         -         -         . 
read,  and  concurred  in      -         -         -         - 
Shawneetown,  Mr.  Thomas  presented  the  me- 
morial   of  the   register  and   receiver  at, 
praying  compensation  for  extra  services, 
referred  ..---. 

read,  and  concurred  in        -         -         -         - 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  to  remit  the  instal- 
ment due  on  certain  lots  in,  read    - 
read  a  second  time     .         .         -         .         - 
laid  on  the  table         ..... 
Shields,  Thomas,  Mr.   King  of   Alabama  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
.Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  also  presented 

a  petition  of,  referred  to  same 
a  bill  authorizing  payment  of  a  sum  of  mo- 
ney to,  read  ...--. 
read  a  second  time    -         .         .         -         - 

laid  on  the  table 

Shields,  Thomas,  and  others,  a  bill  concerning, 
read       ....... 

read  a  second  time    -         -         -         -         - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         -         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Shole.«,   Abel,    Mr.    Lanman  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 

Shurborn,  Job,  Mr.  Chandler  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    .         .         -         -         - 
the  committee  discharged .         .         -         - 
Shute,  John.     (See  Harding.  John,  4  Giles.) 
Sinking  Fund,  report  oi  the  Commissioners  of 

the 

Siier,  William,  Mr.  Dana  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred     - 

Slocum,  John,  Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -         .         .         -         - 
an  adverse  report  thereon  -         - 
read,  and  concurred  in       -         -         -         - 
Slocumb,  Jesse,  a  message  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  announcing  the  death  of, 
and  the  usual  resolution  thereupon 
Sloo,  Thomas.     (See  Shawneetown.) 
Smith,  William,  of  South  Carolina,  attended 


Page. 


9 
406 


139 

184 

237 
239 

143 
148 

190 
250 

248 
389 

241 
362 

366 


116 
249 


361 
366 
396 

28 

126 

132 
135 
143 

213 
238 
251 
253 

244 

241 
389 


288 

263 

142 
366 
377 


127 


remarks  of,  on  the  Missouri  resolution        31,  32 


w  f1 


i 


1  f^i 


ZlYIl 


INDEX. 


XXVIU 


Senate  Proceedings  and  D^aies. 


S.i.h.  W...  of  S.  C..onn.-co„«n„eJ.     .     .  P.,..  |  ^.''^y'J^^l^^'i'^^-^^^JJX^t'cZ;.''^'- 


on  Mr.  Wilwn'a  subatitute   to   Mr.  Eaton's 

proviso  - 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  resolution 
speech  of,  on  the  same       -        -         - 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  Commo- 
dore Tucker 

on  the  resolution  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives,   for  a  joint  committee  on  the 
question  of  admitting  Missouri 
speech  of,  on  the  report  in  the  case  of  Mat- 
thew Lyon 

Smith,  Wra.  J.,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 

an  adverse  report  thereon  -         -         -        - 

read  and  concurred  in        -         -         -         - 

Snodgrass,  John.     (See  ^^ntney,  John  M.) 
Southard,  Samuel   L.,   appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  in  place  of 
J.  J.  Wilson,  produced  his  credentials     - 
his  credentials  read  and  filed      -     -    . 
Spain,  a  Message  from  the  President,  communi- 
cating the  ratified  treaty  with,  referred    - 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
carry  into  effect  the  treaty  with,  read  three 
times,  and  passed  -         -         -         -         - 

Spanish  Spoliations,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson, 
of  Louisiana,  the  Message  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, relating  to,  ordered  to  be  printed     - 
Sparks,  Thomas.     (See  Beck,  Paul.) 
Specific  Pay  to  Officers  of  the  Army,  Mr.  Wilson 
submitted  a  resolution  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  for  a,  instead  of 
pay  and  rations      -         .         .         -         - 
agreed  to  and  referred  to  the  Military  Com- 
mittee ------- 

Standing  Committees,  appoir^tment   of  the 
Stark,  Horatio,  Mr.  Holmes   of  Mississippi  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
adverse  report  thereon       .         -         -         - 
read  and  agreed  to     - 
Stevens,  Ebenezer,    and   .\u8tin  L.  Sands,  Mr. 
King  of  New   York  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

read  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         -         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  patised  - 
Stokes,  Mountfurd,  of  North  Carolina,  attended 
Stuart,  Joseph  B.,  Mr.  Tichenor  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .... 
the  committee   discharged          ... 
Swartwout,  Robert,  Mr.  Sanford   presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .... 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  read  -         .         -         - 
read  a  second  time    -         -         -         .         - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         -         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         - 
St.  Guirons,    P.  P.,  and  others,  Mr.  Walker  of 
Alabama    presented    the    petition  of,  re- 
ferred     

•    an  adverse  report  thereon  -         -         -         - 
read  and  concurred  in        -         -         -         - 

T. 
Talbot,  hbam,  appointed   Senator  by  the  Legis- 
lature   of  Kentucky,    in    pUce    of    Mr. 
Logan,  resigned,   produced    his  creden- 
tials, Ac. 

speech  of,  in  the  case  of  Matthew  Lyons    - 


44 

45 
SI 

265 


381 

405 

132 
249 
250 


350 
376 

375 


401 


330 


ntcd  the  petition  of,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  PeBKions         .         -         -         - 
the  committee  discharged  .         -         -         - 
Tanner,   Henry  S.,  Mr.  I^wrie  presented   the 
petition  of,  referred         .         -         -         - 
Tariff,   Mr.  Holmes  of  Maine  presented    a  me- 
morial of  sundry  merchants,  remonstrat- 
ing against  the  proposed,  referred  - 
the  President  communicated  a  similar  me- 
morial from  merchants  of  Philadelphia    - 
Taylor,  William,  of  Indiana,  attended 
Taylor,  John  W.,  a  message  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,   announcing   their  elec- 
tion of,  as  Speaker  of  said  House    - 
Thames,  River,  Connecticut,  Mr.    Lanman  sub- 
mitted  a  resolution  of  inquiry  as  to  ob- 
struction in  the  navigation  of  the  - 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee    * 

certain  depositions  concerning  the,  referred 

to  the  same - 

that  committee  discharged,  and  the  subject 
referred  to  the  Finance  Committee 
Thomas,  Jesse  B.,  of  Illinois,  attended 

speech  of,  on  the   bill  for  the  relief  of  pur- 
chasers, &c. 

Threlkeld,  John,  and   Joseph  Brooks.  Mr.  Hor- 
sey presented  the  petition  of,  referred 
Tichenor,  laaac,  of  Vermont,  attended       -         - 
remarks  of,  on  the  .Military  Peace  Establish- 
ment       

Timberlake,  John  B.,  Mr.  Barbour  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred        -         -         -         - 

that    committee  discharged,  and   the  Naval 

Committee  substituted    .         -         -         - 

the  latter  discharged  also  -         -  -         - 

Todd,  Thomas    W.,    Mr.    Pleasants    presented 
the  petition  of.  referred  -         -         -         - 

adverse  report  thereon         .         -         -         - 
Tompkins,  Daniel  D.,  declared  duly  elected  Vice 

President  ol  the  United  States 
Tonnage  Duty,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  release  French  ship*  from 
the  operations  of  the  act  to  impose  a  new, 
twice  read,  and  referred  -         .         - 

reported  with  amendments  .         .         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
Topographical  Engineers,  Mr.  Trimble  submit- 
ted two  resolutions  of  inquiry  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  employing  the,  in  the  survey 
of  certain  roads  and  canaU      -         -  - 

agreed  to,  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
Trading  Houses,  a  bill  to  continue  in  force   the 
act  establishing,  with   the  Indian  tribes, 
read       ------- 

read  a  second  time     -         -         -         •         - 
laid  on  the  table         *         *         '         *         " 
taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Treasury  Department,  annual  report  of  the  Sec- 
cretary  of  the         .         -         -         -         - 

sundry  statements  from  the 
Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,    a  bUl 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  fur- 
ther to  amend  the  several  act*  esUbhshing 
the,  read       ------ 

24  read  a  second  time 

418  laid  on  the  table         -         -        .         -        • 
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339 
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359 
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Trimble,  Wm.  A.,  of  Ohio,  attended          -         -  9 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Eaton's  amendment  to  the 

MiMouri  resolution         -         -         -         -  101 

on  the  resolution  ii«elf       -         -         -         -  118 

on  the  Ohio  and  Erie  Canal       ...  144 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Oti«  -----  14^; 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Walker      -        -        -        -  155 
on  the  bill  concerning  Virginia  military  land 

warrants 247 

on  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  -         -  365 
Tucker,  Samuel,  Mr.  Holmes  of  Maine  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred           -         -         -  121 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read        •         -         -         -  178 

read  a  second  time     .....  134 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  267 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        •        -  268 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  an  amendment       ....  367 

considered  and  agreed  to  -         -         .         .  376 

U. 

a  bill  to  estab- 
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137 
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259 
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350 
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Uniform  System  of  Bankruptcy, 

lish  a,  read     ---... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     • 
Union  Bank  of  Georgetown,   Mr.  Horsey  pre- 
sented the  petition  of      -         .         -         - 
(See  District  Dankt.) 
Unlading  of  Vessels,  a  bill  to  extend  the  time  ibr 

the,  read 

read  a  wcond  time    ..... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         -         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  parsed  ... 

Unproductive  Post  Routes,  re|>ort  of,  from  the 

Poitmaster  General        .... 

V. 

Vaccine  Agent,  Mr.  Horsey  presented  a  commu- 
nication from  the  ..... 
Van  Dyke,  Nicholas,  of  Delaware,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  rejection  ly  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  Missouri  reso- 
lution     351,  354 

Vaughan,  William,  .Mr.  Sanford   presented  the 
petition  of,  referred  -  -         - 

(See  Gregory,  Lieutenant.) 
Villere,  Jacques,  .Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
an  adverse  petition  thereon         ... 
read,  and  concurred  in       -         -         -         - 
Virginia  Military  Land  Warrants,    a   bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  extend 
the  time  for  locating,  read       ... 
read  a  second  time,  and   referred 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
'•      ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
W. 

Walker,  John,  of  Alabama,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  Ohio  and  Erie  Canal     - 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  purcha- 
sers, &c.        .-..-. 
remarks  of,  on  the  rejection  by  the  House 
of  the  Missouri  resolution 
Walker,  Freeman,  of  Georgia,  attended    - 

remarks  of,  on  the  rejection  of  the  Missouri 
resolution  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives     -..--.- 
on  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  - 
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War  Department,  a  statement  by  the  Second 
Comptroller  of  expenditures  and  balances 
of  appropriations  in  the  ... 

a  letter  from   the  Secretary,  with  a  list  of 
clerks  employed  in  the  -         -         .         . 
Washington,  a  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  cer- 
tain grounds  in,  read      .... 

read  a  second  time     -         -         .         .        . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         . 
Waterhouse,  Richard  G.,  Mr.  Williams  of  Ten- 
nessee presented  the  petition  of,  referred 

the  committee   reported    a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War  on  the  case,  and  were 
discharged      -         -         -         -         .         .151 
Webster,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read     ... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Weights  and  Measures,  a  letter  from  the  Secre. 
tary  of  State,  transmitting  his  report  up- 
on, read,  and  six  hundred  copies  ordered 
to  be  printed  ..... 

Weymouth,  Dean,  Mr.  Trimble  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .... 

an  adverse  report  thereon  .... 

report  reversed,  and  bill  ordered 

a  bill  allowing  a  pension  to,  read 

read  a  second  time    ..... 

laid  on  the  table         -         .         .         .         . 

Whcaton,  Joseph,  the  President  communicated 

the  memorial  of,  referred         ... 

the  committee  recommend  rejection    • 

report  con«idered,  and  concurred  in   - 

Wheeling    Road,  a  Message  from  the  President 
transmitting   a  copy  of  the   instructions 
given  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  of  last  ses- 
sion to  appoint  Commissioners,  iic.,  read 
read  a  second  time     ..... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         - 
White,  Lemuel,  .Mr.  Knight  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  ...... 

committee  discharged         .... 

Whitehead,  WilUara,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    -         .         .         -         - 
adverse  report  thereon        .... 

report  reversed,  and  bill  ordered 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Aubin,  James 
Graham,  and,  read  .... 

read  a  second  time    ..... 

read  the  third  time,  and  parsed  .         •        - 
Whitney,  John  M.,  and  John   Snodgrass,  Mr. 
Holmes  of  .Mississippi  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 

Williams,  Thomas,  of  Mississippi,  attended 
Williams,  John,  of  Tennessee,  attended  - 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  extend  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  over  the  State 

of  Missouri 

on  the  hill  fixing  the  Military  Peace  Estab- 
lishment          864,  365 

Williams,  James.     (See  Gooding,  John.) 
Willis,    Henry,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  amend  the  act  for  relief 
of  the  legal  representatives  of,  read        •      80 


250 
252 
378 
397 


375 

142 
332 
347 
366 
370 
398 

24 
136 
140 


252 

357 
360 
395 
397 

343 
389 

241 
306 
334 

343 
348 
394 


50 
9 
9 


13? 


I! 


m 


XXXI 


INDEX. 


XXXII 


House  Proceedings  and  DdxiUs. 


Page 
35 

51 
126 


Willis,  Henry— continued. 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
recommitted      -        -         ■         "      ,  *    ,    * 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       -         -         -         "         " 
read  the  third  time,  aud  passed  as  amended 
WiUon,  J.  J.,  oJ  New  Jersey,  attended      -         - 
remarks  of,  on   his    resolutions  respecUng 
Electoral  votes        -         -         '      .  '  o     ' 
a  letter  from,  resigning  his  scat  m  the  Sen- 
ate        *        *        *         '         *        "         1 
Windham,  Connecticut,  Mr.  Lanman  presented 
the  memorial  of  sundry  inhabitants  of, 
praying  fur  a  post  route  ... 

Wing,  Moses,  Mr.  Chandler  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .         -         -         -         - 
adverse  report  thereon        -         -         -         - 
indefinitely  postponed         -         -         - 
Wolcott  &  Kilbourn,  and  others.  Mr.  Dana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
Worthington  College.    (See  Cluue,  Philander.) 
Writs  of  Error,  Mr.  Pinkney  submitted  a  reso- 
lution instructing  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee   to    inquire    into    the    expe«liency  of 
amending  the  law  so  as  to  authorize  the 
prosecution  of,  in  criminal  cases     - 
considered,  and  agreed  to  -         -         -         - 
the  committee  report  that  it  is  inexpedient 

Y. 
Yeas  and  Nays,  on   Mr.  Eatun's  proviso  to  the 
Missouri  resolution         -         - 
on  recommitting  the  resolution  - 
on  ordering  the  same  to  a  third  reading      - 
on  the  Compensation  resolution 
on  amending  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Co- 
lumbian Society     ''''.'. 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Ohio  and 

Erie  Canal  bill       '         '         '         '         c 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  case  of 

Matthew  Lyon 
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149 


eas  and  Nays — continued.  P«g«- 

on  discharging  the  committee  on  the  Com- 
pensation resolution        -         -         -         -     254 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  Bankrupt  bill     331 
on  amending   the  bill  for  relief  of  purcha- 
sers of  public  landi         -         -         -         -     333 

on  ordering  the  same  to  »  third  reading      -     333 
on  recommitting  the  Bankrupt  bill     -         -     ^9 
on  amending  the  same     -         -         341,  348,  349 
on  ordering  it  to  a  third  reading         -  -MJ 

on    laying  on  the  table  the  report  on  the 
Compensation  resolution         .         -         - 
on  amending  the  Bank  bill 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  Bankrupt  bill  - 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Muuouri 
resolution       ------ 

on  a  motion  to  strike  out  the  proviso  thereof 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same         -         - 
on  striking  out  the  appropriation  for  a  Judge 
Advocate  General  -         -         -         ' 

on  amending  the  same,  on  motion  of  Mr. 

Smith 37*.  3^^ 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  confirming 

the  grant  to  the  Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge 

on  amending   the  bill   concerning   trading- 

houset,  with  the  Indian  tribes 
on  the  final  passsge  of  the  Maison  Rouge 

bill 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  resolution  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  admit 
Missouri  conditionally      -  -         -         - 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  Rame  -  - 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 
the  family  of  the  late  Commodore  Perry 
on  amending  the  bill  from  the  House  oi  Kep- 
resentativca  concerning  salaries  to  com- 
missioners and  agent<,  under  the  Treaty 

ofCihent ' 

on   insisting  on  their   amendment*    to   the 
Military  Service  bill        .         .         -         - 
on  receding  from  said  amendments     - 
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Abbott,  Joel,  of  Georgia,  attended     - 
Abuses  in  Public  Contracts,  a  bill   to  prevent, 
twice  read     ---"."' 
Accounts,  appointment  of  standing  committee  of 
Actual  Settlers,  Mr.  Cook  submitted  a  resolution 
concerning,   which    was   considered   and 
negatived       -         - 
Adams,  Benjamin,  of  Massachusetts,  attended  - 
a  letter  from,  to  the  editors  of  the  National 
Intelligencer,   in   explanation  of  hi»    re- 
marks, note    -         -         -         -    /•         -  12.36 
Adams,  John  Q.,  Secretary  of  State,  h^  corres- 
pondence on  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade 
with  Don  Luis  de  Onis  -         -         -         - 
correspondence  of,  with  Mr.  Rush,  our  .Min- 
ister at  London,  and  Mr.  Gallatin 
with  Mr.  Stratford  Canning        -         '        " 
with  Mr.  Forsyth,  our  Minister  at  Madrid  - 


-  1313 


1320 
1327 
1353 


Additions  to  Georgetown,  a  bill  to  repeal  part  of 
an  act  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  now  in 
force  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  relative 
to  an,  read  twice,  and  referred 
African  Slave  Trade,  Mr.  Mercer  submitted  a 
resolution  on  the  subject  of  the 
agreed    to,    and    a  committee  appointed    to 

present  it  to  the  President 
a  Message,  transmitting   the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  in  reply     -         -         - 
another  Message,  with  documenU  omitted 

1  in  the  first ^^^'It^ 

I  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  -         -   llt>4 

j  ihe  resolution  reported  by  that  committee  -  1071 

'  Mr.   Meigs   submitted   a   resolution   on   the 

subject  of  the  -         -        1        ' ^,     ' 

(See   also    Suppression   of  the  Slave 
Trade.) 
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Page. 
Agency  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Sutes, 
for  the  Wac  and  Navy  DepartmenU,  Mr. 
Trimble  submitted  a  resolution,  directing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  inform 
the   House  when  and  why  the,  was  first 

established,  &c. 757 

considered,  and  agreed  to  •         •        -        .     798 
report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply  ...     9^8 
Agent  under^he  Treaty  of  Ghent,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Storrs,  the  Committee  on  Expendi- 
r    •       tares  in  the  State  Department  were  in-        • 
•j-        structed  to  inquire  whether  any  moneys 
had  been  disbursed  on  account  of  salary 
or  compensation  to  an     ....     702 
Agriculture,  appointment  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee on 439 

Alabama,    a  bill  from   the  Senate  to  alter  the 
terms  of  the  district  fur,  twice  read,  and 

referred 446 

reported  without  amendment,  read  the  third 

time,  and  passed 448 

a  bill  granting  certain  islands  in  the  Ten- 
nessee river  to,  twice  read       -         .         .     968 
Alabama  and  Mississippi,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 

concerning,  twice  read  -         -         .         .  1264 
Alexander,  .Mark,  of  Virginia,  attended              -     433 
Allen,  Samuel  C,  of  Massachusetts,  attended     .     433 
Allen,  Nathaniel,  of  New  York,  attended          •     433 
Allen,  Robert,  of  I'ennessee,  attended        •         -     443 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  purchasers 
of  public  lands        -         .         -         -1187,1221 
Allen,  Nathaniel,  a  bill  from  tlie  Senate  to  pass 
to  his  credit  certain  moneys  disbursed  by, 
for  the   public  service,  twice  read          -   1246 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...   1263 
.\mendment  of  the  Journal,  a  dwcussion  on  the 
motion  for,  as  to  the  style  used  in  enter- 
ing  "Missouri" 842 

the  motion  declared  to  be  out  of  order         -     845 
another  motion  for,  rejected         ...     850 
Amendment  of  the  Kules,   Mr.  Rich  submitted 

an,  read  - 607 

considered,  and  agreed  to  -         -         •         -     641 
American  and  British  Tonnage,  Mr.  Tucker  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  of  inquiry  concerning     679 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury  -         .         -         .         .     682 

a  Idler  from  that  officer  in  reply         .         .     698 
American  Captives,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the 

act  relating  to  the  ransom  of,  twice  read     939 
American  Seamen  registered,  a  letter  from  the 

Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  a  list  of    800 
Anderson,  Richard  C,  of  Kentucky,  attended  -     434 
remarks  of,   on  the  bill  allowing  three  per  i 

cent,  on  lands  sold,  &c.  -        -         -    452 

on  Mr.  Strong'i?  resolution  ...     499 

on  the  resolution  to  amend  the  Constitution     507 
on  his   own   motion    for   apportionment  of 

Representatives      .....     698 

on  the  motion  to  amend  the  Journal  •         .     842 

on  Mr.  Parker's  motion  to  the  same  effect  -     850 

Anderson,  S.  T.,  a  bill   for  relief  of,  twice  read     968 

Anderson  va.  Dunn,  report  of  the  attorneys  in  the 

suit  of 1283 

.\pportionment  of  Representatives,   Mr.  Ander- 
son submitted  a  resolution,  for  a  commit- 
tee to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding by  law  for  an       -        -         -        -     698 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed         -     700 


P»ge- 
Appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  year  1821, 

estimates  of,  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury       ---...     687 

Archer,  Stevenson,  of  Maryland,  attended         .    433 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  amend  the 
Journal  ......     g^2 

on  resolution  to  receive  the  vote  of  Miseoori  1166 
Archer,  William  S.,  of  Virginia,  attended  -    433 

speech  of,  on  the  Mbssouri  resolution  -         -     580 

on  his  resolution  concerning  the  operation 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  within 
Missouri 735 

remarks  of.  on  the  motion  to  amend  the 
Journal 549 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  to  receive  the 
votes  of  Missouri    .....   1153 
Arkansas,  Mr.  Bates  presented  the  petition   of 
the  Legislature  of,  praying  the  appoint- 
ment of  surveyors  for,  referred        -         -     442 

adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in    -         -    446 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Legislature  of,  in  relation  to  pre-emption 
rights,  referred 443 

a  bill  giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  cer- 
tain settlers  in,  twice  read      -         -         .     930 

a  bill  to  remove  the  land  office  in  Lawrence 
county,  twice  read  .         .         -         .     907 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     957 
Array,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sim  kins,  the  Secretary 
of  War  was  directed  to  report  a  statement 
of  the  expenses  of  the,  from  the  end  of 
the  war  to  the  present  time     ...     502 

report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  of  a  plan 
for  the  reduction  of  the  ....     607 

another  report  from  the  same,  on  the  organ- 
ization of  the 684 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, the  Military  Committee  were  in. 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
allowing  to  the  officers  of  the,  a  stated 
salary  in  lieu  of  pay,  &.c.         -         .         -     687 

a  bill  to  that  effect,  reported       ...  10S6 

twice  read,  and  referred     ...         -  1057 

reported  with  amendments         ...  1173 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        •        •        •  1 186 

read  the  time,  and  passed  ....  1196 
Auctioneers,  memorial  of  the,  of  New  York       -  1634 

B. 
Baker,  Caleb,  of  New  York,  attended        -         .     4SS 
Balances  on  the  books  of  the  Second  and  Third 
Auditors,  a  letter  from  the   Comptroller 
transmitting  a  list  of      -        -        - 
another,  with  the  same  on  the  books  of  the 
Fourth  Auditor      -        -        .        -        - 
Mr.  Warfield  submitted  a  resolution  of  in- 
quiry concerning  the      .... 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Comptroller  - 
Baldwin,  Henry,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended 
remarks  of,  on  the  anti-tariff  memorials 
on  receiving  bank  notes  in  payment  of  du- 
ties       ...---. 
on  the  resolutions  to  prohibit  certain  imports 
on  the  motion  to  amend  the  Journal  - 
on  Mr.  Clay's  South  America  resolution    - 
Ball,  William  Lee,  of  Virginia,  attended  - 
Baltimore,  a  bill  for  relief  of  sundry  cRizens  of, 

twice  read 

read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted    -        •    998 
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Bank  of  the  United  Statw,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Stom,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treauury  was 
directed  to  report  the  latest  retuma  made 

by  the ?JJ 

'  letter  from  the  Secretary  m  reply        -         -     ^^^ 
Mr.    Sergeant   presented   a  memorial  of  the, 
nravine  an  amendment  of  their  charter, 

referred  '         "  ,    .       . 

a  bili  from  the  Senate  to  amend  the  charter 

of  the,  twice  read  -         -         -         -         -  1193 
copy  of  the  memorial  and    accompanying 

documents •  ^^34 

Bank  Notes,  in  payment  of  duties.  Mr.  Lowndes 
submitted    a    resolution    instructing    the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law 
that  no,  of  banks  issuing  notes  of  a  lower 
denomination  than  five  dollars  be  Uken     693 
the  resolution  amended,  and  agreed  to        -     697 
Barbour,  Philip  P.,  of  Virginia,  attended  -         -     436 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  resolution  -         -     543 
remarks  of,  on   the   motion  to  amend  the 
Journal          .--.--     650 
Barry,  Edward,  Mr.  Sergeant  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred ^^^ 

BarUett,  WilUam,  and  John  Stearns,  a  bill  for 

relief  of,  twice  read  .  -  -  -  1034 
Bateman,  Ephrairo,  of  New  Jersey,  attended  -  433 
Bates,  Jamea  W.,  delegate  from  Arkansas,  at- 

tended ^^4 

Bayly,  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  attended  -  -  4J7 
Bearers  of  Electoral  Votes,  on  motion  ot  Mr. 
Hill,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  profision  for  compen- 
sating the      - ''^^ 

report  of  inexpediency  to  increase  the  allow- 
ance to  l^ 

Beecher,  Philemon,  of  Ohio,  attended        -         -     434 

remarks  of,  on  his  motion  to  print  three  thou- 
band  copies  of  the  Tariff  bill  -        .        -     864 
Berxat,  Gabriel,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of  the  legal  representatives  of  -        -     '13 

twice  read  and  referred      -         -         -         -     715 
reported  with  amendments  -         -         -     ^^^ 

Black  Sea,  Mr.  Fuller  submitted  a  re«)luiion  re- 
specting the  commerce  of  the  -         -     500 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

Commerce 501 

Blackledge,  W.  S.,  of  North  Carolina,  elected 
in  the  place  of  Jesse  Slocumb,  deceased, 
produced  his  credentials.  &c.  -         -   1055 

Blakeley,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  the 

dtftrict  of,  read  twice,  and  referred         -   1241 
reported  with  amendments  -         -         -  1245 

Bloomfield,  Joseph,  of  New  Jersey,  attended     -     433 
Boden,  Andrew,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended         -     517 
ftDfert,  John  G.,  an   adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  concurred  in       -        -         -         -     671 
Bomford,  Colonel  George.     (See  Loam  of  Fowder.) 
Boundaries,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  as- 
certain and  designate  certain  •         -   1241 
Boanty  Lands,  a  bill  authorizing  soldiers  in  cer- 
tain cases  to  devise  their,  read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       -         -         -     671 
read  the  third  time,  and  negatived     -         -     672 
Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others,  a  bill  for  the  relief 

of,  twice  read ^^^ 


Page. 

Brady,  Jamea,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read     964 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -         -     940 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -     946 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendment, 

and  agreed  to 1^6 

Brevard,  Joseph,  of  South  Carolina,  attended    -     434 
speech  of.  on   the   propoaed   amendment  to 

the  Constitution     -  '      -         -      ^-         -     964 
Bronson,  Alvin,  an  adverse   report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  concurred  in       -         -         -         -   1056 
Irown,  William,  of  Kentucky,  attended    -         -     434 

speech  of  on  the  Army  bill      -  -     W» 

on  Mr.  Clay's  South  America  resolution    -   1085 
on  the  report  of  the  joint  committee  on  the 

Missouri  resolution         -         -         •        •  HW 
on  his  own  resolution  to  repeal  the  eighth 
section  of  the  act  to  authorize  the  people 
of  Missouri  to  form  a  conatitution,  Ac.    -  1 195 
Brown,  Morgan,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of JJ® 

twice  read,  and  referred     *         "      .  "         -     641 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement       681 

Brush,  Henry,  of  Ohio,  attended       .         -         -     4t4 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Parker'a  motion  to  amend 

the  Journal ^1? 

on  the  reduction  of  the  Army     -         -         -     f04 

on  Mr.  Clay'a  South  America  resolution     -   lOfO 

Bryan.  Henry  H.,  of  Tennessee,  attended  -     443 

Buffum,  Joseph,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended  -     433 

Buntin,  Robert,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read      -     890 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...         -  1066 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -         -   1058 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmcnta. 

and  agreed  to *284 

Burrill,  James,  Jr.,    a   message  from  the  Senate 

announcing  the  death  of        •         -         -     686 
Burton,  H.  G.,  of  North  Carolina,  attended       -     440 
remarks   of,   on   the   resolution  renpecling 

biink  notes  in  payment  of  duties     -         -     697 
speech  of,  on  the  Army  bill         -         -         -    9«6 
Borwell,  Wm.  A,  of  Virginia,  attended    •         -     433 
remarks  of,  on  the  Vaccine  Institution         -     472 
the  death  of,  announced    -         -         -         -  1178 
Business,  rules  adopted  for  the  order  of     -         •  1093 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  what,   is  necessary 
to  be  attended  to,  dec.    -         -         -         -   1194 
Butler,  Josiah,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended     -     433 
speech  of,  on  the  Senate  resolution  to  ad- 
mit Missouri ^^ 

Butter,  Thomas,  of  Louisiana,  attended     -         -     434 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.   Parker's  resolution  to 
amend  the  Journal  ....     846 


C. 
OadcU,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon  the  Secretary 
of  War  was  directed  to  lay   before  the 
House    certain    information    relating   to 

the,  &c. 

letter,  from  the  SccreUry  in  reply 
Cain,  Henry,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read 
Campbell,  J.  W.,of  Ohio,  attended  •        - 
remarks  of,  on  the  three  per  cent,  bill 
on  the  resolution  for  apportionment  of  Rep- 
resentatives   

on  Mr.  Archer's  Missouri  resolution    - 
speech  of,  on  the  Senate  resolution  to  admit 
Misaouri 
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Campbell,  Rev.  J.  N.,  election  of,  as  Chaplain 
Canning,  Mr.   Stratford,  letter  from,  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State 

Cannon,  Newton,  of  Tennessee,  attended 

remarks  of,   on   his  resolution  relating    to 

West  Point,  dtc. 

speech  of,  on  reduction  of  the  Army  - 

on  the  mode  of  paying  the  officers  of  the 

Army* 

Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  Mauiitiun,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  admitting  British 
vcasob  arriving  from  the,  on  the  same 
terms  as  if  from  a  port  in  Great  Britain 
Carroll,  Daniel,  of  Duddington.     (See  Pearton, 

Joseph.) 
Carver,  Nathaniel,  and  others,  a  bill   for  relief 

of,  twice  read 

Case,  Walter,  of  New  York,  attended 
Castine,  a  bili  for  relief  of  certain  persons  who 

imported  goods  into,  read  twice 
Castlereagb,  Lord,  correspondence  of,  with  Mr. 

Rush 

Cathcart,  James  Leander,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
explanatory  of  an  act  hi  the  relief  of, 

read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

Causici,  Enrico,  .Mr.  Lowndes  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 

Chaplains,  a  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  ap- 
pointment of,  agreed  to  - 
Chazotte,  Peter  S.,  a  letter  from,  on  the  culture 
of  the  vine,  dec,  referred        .         -         - 
report  thereon  .----- 
Chili,  Mr.  Wcndover  presented   a  memorial  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  York, 
remonstrating  against  a  proclamation  is- 
sued by  the  Supreme  Director  of    • 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
China,  Mr.  Baldwin  laid  before  the  House  sundry 
documents  in  relation   to  the  trade  with 
Christmas  Recesa,  Mr.  Baldwin  submitted  a  res- 
olution for  an  adjournment  from  twenty- 
st'cond  December  to  the  first  of  January, 
twice  read     .----- 
the  third  reading  negatived 
Clagett,  Clilton,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended  - 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  South  America 
resolution      -         -         -         -         -         * 
Claims,  appointment  of  the  standing  Committee 

of ^- 

Mr.  Strong   submitted  a  resolution  on  the 

subject  of,  for  losses  by  war    - 
considered  and  negatived  .         -         -         • 
the  committee  of,  discharged  from  all  subjects 
not  reported  on      -         -         -         -         * 
Clark.  Robert,  of  New  York,  attended       - 

speech  of,  onthe  Senate  resolution  to  admit 

Missouri ' 

Clarkaon,  Samuel.     (See  Eimslie,  Alexander.) 
Clay,  Henry,  of  Kentucky,  a  letter  from,  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  House,  resigning  the  Speak- 
ership, read    .----- 
appeared  and  took  bis  seat 
*  remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  in  regard  to 

the  South  American  Governments  r 

speech  of,  in  reply  to  objections  alleged      - 
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Page.     Clay,  Henry — continued.  Page. 

442  remarks  of,  on  his  Missouri  report     •        -  1093 

I  on  reconsideration  of  the  subject         -         •  1120 

in  explanation  -.■-..  1149 

on  his  motion  to  lay  Mr.  Floyd's  resolution 

on  the  table 1161 

on  submitting  a  resolution  of  thanks  to  the 
Speaker         ......   1394 

Clothing  the  Militia,  the  bill  of  last  session  to 
provide  for,  waa,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Can- 
non, referred  to  the   Committee  of  the 

Whole 460 

C<^b,  Thomas  W.,  of  Georgia,  attended  -        -    434 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Linn's   compensation 
resolution       -..-.- 
on  his  resolution  for  redaction  of  expenses 
on  receiving  certain  bank  notes  in  payment 
of  duties         ..-.-- 
on  the  military  appropriations    .         -         . 
speech  of^  on  the  resolution  for  reduction  of 
expenditures  ..... 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  amend  the 

Journal  

on  Mr.  Clay's  South  America  resolution     - 
Cocke,  John,  of  Tennessee,  attended 

speech  of,  on  his  resolution  in  relation  to  the 

expedition  up  the  Missouri     . 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Trimble     .         -         .         - 
remarks  of,  on  the  military  appropriations  - 
on  the  reduction  of  the  army     ... 
Coffee,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of, 
read      .-.-.-- 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
Columbia  River,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  occupa 

lion  ofi  dtc,  twice  read  .        .        - 
Columbian  College,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  in- 
corporate the,  read  twice         ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .        - 
the  bill  ordered  to  be  printed      .        -        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Commerce,  appointment  of  the  standing  Com- 
mittee of 

so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to,  referred 
to  said  committee  -         -         .         -         - 

Commercial  Regulations  of  Foreign  Countries, 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  com- 
municating information    received  at  his 
Department  in  regard  to        -        -        - 
Compensation,  Mr.  Eddy  submitted  a  resolution 
for  the  reduction  o(  the,  allowed  to  mem- 
bers      -        -        -        -        -        - 

Mr.  Linn  submitted  similar  resolutions 
Contingent  Expenses  of  the  MiliUry  Establish- 
ment, a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
with  a  statement  of  the  ... 

Cook,  Daniel  P.,  of  Illinois,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  pay  three  per  cent. 

to  the  State  of  Illinois    -        -        - 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  resolution 
remarks  of,  on  the   motion  to  amend  the 

Journal  " 

on  Mr.  Parker's  motion  to  the  same  effect 

on  Mr.  Clay's  South  America  resolution     - 

Cowan,  John,  an  adverse  report  on  the  claim  of, 

concurred  in 

Crafts,  Samuel  C,  of  Vermont,  attended  - 
1081     Crawford,  James.     (See  Castine.) 
1088    Crawford,  Joel,  of  Georgia,  attended 
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P«ge. 
Creek  Nation,  a  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  with  copies  of  a  treaty 

with  the         - 1286 

Cross  and  Pond  Islands,  a  bill  to  authorize  the 

erection  of  lighthouses  on,  twice  read      -  1173 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1218 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1272 

considered  and  concurred  in       -        •         -  1285 

Crowell,  John,  of  Alabama,  attended         -         -     434 

Crute,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  and 

referred 

Culbreth,  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to   amend   the 

Journal  .         .         -         -         - 

on  the  resolution   respecting   reduction  of 
expenditures  .         .         -         -         - 

speech  of,  on  receiving  the  electoral  votes 

of  Missouri 

Culpeper,  John,  of  North  Carolina,  attended    - 
Cumberland  Road,  the  bill  for  the  repairs  of  the, 
read  twice  and  committed       ... 
Cushman,  Joshua,  of  Maine,  attended       - 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  resolution 
Cuthbert,  John  A.,  of  Georgia,  attended    - 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  Army  • 
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Dane,  Joseph,  of  Maine,  in  place  of  John  Holmes 
resigned,  was  qualified,  &c.  ... 
Darlington,  William,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended 
Davidson,  William,  of  North  Carolina,  attended 
Davis  <&  Force,  a  letter  from,  offering  themselves 

as  candidates  for  the  printing 

Debentures,  on    loaf  sugar,   a   bill   authorizing 

collectors  to  pay,  twice  read   - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Defence  of  Baltimore,  a  bill  for  relief  of  owners  of 

vessels  sunk  in  the  harbor  for,  read  twice 

andreYerred 

De  Krafft,  Edward,  a  letter  from,  offering  him- 
self as  a  candidate  for  the  printing 
De  la  Ronde,  Pierre   Denis,  a  bill  for  relief  of, 
twice  read      ..-..- 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Denison,  George,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended 
Department  of  State,  report  of  the  Committee 
on  expenditures  in  the  .         -         -         - 
Deslonde,  Rosalie  P.,  a  bill  for   relief  of,  twice 
read       ...---- 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  lime,  and  passed 
Destrahan,  Noel.     (See  McCariy,  Edward.) 
Dewitt,  Jacob  H.,  of  New  York,  attended 
Dickinson,  John  D.,  of  New  York,  attended      - 
Discriminaling  Laws  of  France,  memorial  of  the 
New  York   Chamber  of  Commerce,  re- 
monstrating against  the  -         -         - 
District  Attorneys,  Mr.  Morril  submitted  a  reso- 
lution requesting  the  President  to  furnish 
an  account  of  the  compensation  paid  to 
counsel  fur  assisting  the,  for  the  last  eight 

years 

District  Banks,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  extend 
the  charter  of  certain,  twice  read    - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
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District  of  Columbia,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing Committee  on  the  -  -  -  -  439 
a  bill  to  amend  the  act  altering  the  times 
for  holding  the  courts  of,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed  .  -  -  -  -  556 
District  Court  of  Louisiana,  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  clerk  of  the,  to  appoint  a  deputy,  read 

twice 1246 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .      *.         -  1250 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed           •         -  1271 
District  Lotteries,  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the.  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee   -         -         -                 ...     970 
their  report  concurred  in  and  the  committee 
ducharged 1028 

District  Tonnage  of  the  United  States,  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  trans- 
mitting a  statement  of  the       ...     698 

Division   of  States  into  districts,  Mr.  Smith  of 
North  Carolina  submitted  a  resolution  to 
amend   the  Constitution   on  the  subject 
of  a-         -         -         -         -         -         -     444 

(See  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident.') 

Dockery,  Matthew,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read     857 

Dougherty,  Thomas,  Clerk,  read  tu  the  House 
a  letter  from  Henry  Clay,  resigning  the 
speakership  ------     434 

Dowse,  Edward,  resignation  of,  and  a  member 

attended  in  his  place       ....     434 

Drawback,  adverse   report  on  the   petition  for 

abolition  of 409 

letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
with  a  statement  of  the  amount  of,  on 
merchandise  exported     -         -         -         -     800 

Duverge,  Barthelomew,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

read      -         -  .....     890 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         -         .     940 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         -     945 

E. 
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Earle,  Elias,  of  South  Carolina,  attended 
East  and  West  Florida,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
authorizing  the  President  to  take  posses- 
sion of 

twice  read,  and  referred      .... 
Eddy,  Samuel,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended  • 
Education,   Mr.  Culbreth    presented    a   printed 
copy  of  report   made    to  the  Legislature 
of  Maryland,  and    concurred    in  by   that 
body,  asserting  the  right  of  the  old  States 
to  their  proportionate  share  of  the  public 
lands  for  purposes  of      -         -         -         - 
copy  of  said  report     -         -         -         -         - 
Edwards,  Henry  W.,  of  Connecticut,  attended  - 
Edwards,  Samuel  of  Pennsylvania,  attended 
Edwards,  Weldon  N.,  of  North  Carolina,  attended 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Parker's  motion  to  amend 

the  Journal 846 

on   reconsidering   the  vote  refusing  a   third 

reading  to  the  Missouri  resolution  - 
speech  of,  on  the  amended  resolution  to  ad- 
mit Missouri 

Election  of  President  and  Vice  President,  Mr. 
Cook  submitted  a  resolution  concerning 

the 

Elections,  appointment  of  the  standing  Commit- 
tee of    -         -         - 
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Page. 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice   President,  Mr. 
Smith's  proposition  to  amend  the  Consti- 
tution in  regard    to  a  division  of  States 
into  districts  for  choosing,  was  twice  read     459 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •         .        .        .     504 
rejected  on  the  question  of  paiisage     -         -•   967 
Elliott  A  Irvine,  a   letter  from,  offtring   them- 
selves as  candidates  for  the  printing         .  1292 
Elmslie,  Alexander,  and  Samuel  Clarkson,  a  bill 

for  the  relief  of,  twice  read      -         .         .     935 
Enrolled  Bills,  a  resolution  from  the  Senate  for 
appointment   of   a  joint   committee   on, 
•greed  to 439 

Entry  of  Merchandise,  the  bill  of  last  session  fur- 
ther to  regulate  the,  dec,  read  twice  and 

referred 465 

reported  with  amendments         -         .        .     570 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         .     969 
read  the  third  time,  und  passed  -         .         .     977 
returned    from    the     Senate    with    amend- 
mcnU 1263 

Erie  Harbor,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robert  Moore 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing  by  law  for  the  removal  of  ob- 
struction to  navigation  in  the  entrance  of  1093 

Erring,  Mr.,  iMini»ter  at  Madrid,  extracts  of  let- 
ters from 1389 

Eustis,  William,  of  Massachusetts,  elected  in  place 
of  Edward  Dowse,  resigned,  was  quali- 
fied, &c. 434 

speech  of,  on  the  .Missouri  resolution  -         -     635 
remarks  of,  on  the  military  appropriations     711 
on  his  Missouri  resolution  -         .        -        .     943 
Examination  of  Bills,  Mr.  Foot  moved  to  amend 
the  standing  rules  by  adding  a  committee 
for  the,  before  they  go  out  of  the  posses- 
sion of  the  House 442 

the  motion  negatived         ....     444 

Execution  of  Process,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay 
the  Judiciary  Committee  were  instructed 
to  inquire  whether  any  provision  by  law 
is  necessary  to  secure  the  due  issuing, 
from  courts  of  the  United  States    -        -  1092 

Expedition  up  the  Missouri  River,  Mr.  Cocke,  of 
Tennessee,  submitted  a  resolution  of  in- 
quiry concerning  the  sums  paid  to  Colo- 
nel James  Johnson,  on  account  of  trans- 
portation for  the,  Ac.  -  -  -  474 
agreed  to,  and  referred   to  the  Secretary  of 

War      -         - 476 

a  letter  from  that  officer  in  reply,  referred  to 

-  >         a  select  committee         ....     G85 
report  of  said  committee  ou  the  contracts 
for  transportation,  &c 1266 

Expenditures,  Mr.  Gross,  of  New  York,  submit- 
ted a  resolution  instructing  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  to  prepare  and  re- 
port a  list  of  all,  under  their  proper  heads, 
with  a  view  to  their  reduction         -         -     442 

Expenditure  and  .\pplication  of  Moneys,  on  ac- 
count of  the  Navy,  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  with  a  statement  of    800 

Expo  rU  to  Foreign  Counuies,  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  transmitting 
his  annual  statement  of  -        -        -        -     698 
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908 


1262 


977 
985 
433 


465 


Extra  Pay  to  officers  of  the  Array,  employed  as 
clerks  ;  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mallsry,  the 
Military  Committee  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire whether  there  were  any  existing 
cases  of,  dec.  -----. 

Extra  Services,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson  the 
usual  allowances  were  ordered  to  be  made 
to  the  messengers  and  servanta  of  the 
House,  for     -----         . 

F. 

Factors  and  Trading  Houses,  Mr.  Floyd  submit- 
ted a  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  report  the  number  of,  dec.  - 
the  resolution  negatived     -         -         -         . 
Fay,  John,  of  New  York,  attended  -         -         - 
Fees  of  Clerks,  Attorneys,  dec,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Case  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
was  directed  to  lay  before  the  House  in- 
formation concerning     .... 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trejisury 

on  the  subject  of    -         -         -         1*       .     607 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  resolution     -         -         -         .     735 
Field  Service,  Police,  dtc,  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  transmitting  a  system  of, 

referred 685 

Finances,    a   letter  from   the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  with  a  statement  of  the  -        -     487 
a  letter  from  the  same,   explanatory  of  his 

report  on  the 689 

report   of    the    Committee    of  Ways    and 
Means,  on  the  state  of  the     -        -         -  1247 
Fisher,  Charles,  of  North  Carolina,  attended     -     437 
speech  of,  on  the  reduction  of  the  .\rmy     -     810 
Fishing  Vessels,  Mr.  McLane  submitted  a  reso- 
lution direting  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  report  a  statement  of  bounties  and 
allowances,  paid  to  annually,  dec.    -         -   1028 
amended,  and  agreed  to     -         -         -         -  1 168 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury 

in  reply 1193 

Floyd,  John,  of  Virginia,  attended    -         -         -     443 
remarks  of,  on  the  Vaccine  Institution        -     471 
on  the  resolution  to  amend  the  Constitution     508 
on  Mr.  Archer's  resolution  respecting  Mis- 
souri      739 

speech  of,  on  the  reduction  of  the  Army  -  891 
on  the  Missouri  resolution  -  .  .  990 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  South  American 

resolution 1081 

on  receiving  the  electoral  votes  of  Missouri  1 120 
on  resolution  respecting  the  vote  of  Missouri  1 149 

-  1154 

-  440 

-  433 


on  his  resolution  to  admit  the  same 
Folger,  Walter,  of  Massachusetta,  attended 
Foot,  Samuel  A.,  oi  Connecticut,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Archer's  .Missouri  reso- 
lution .-..-..  741 
on  the  Senate  resolution  to  admit  Missouri  983 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Lowndes  -  -  -  -  989 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Ross  -  .  -  .  -  1145 
speech  of,  on  the   bill  to  change  the  pay  of 

the  Army 1170 

on  the  bill  to  reduce  salaries      -     ^  -        -  1211 
Ford,  William  D.,of  New  York,  attended        -     433 
Ford,  Nathan,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of    970 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         .        -         -     977 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement       1032 
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Foreign  Affairs,  appointment  of  the  select  com 

mittee  on       -        -        -         "    _     * 

Foreign  Coins,  on   motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,    a 

committee  was  appointed  to  consider  and 

report  on  the  currency  of        -         -         - 

a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  to  regulate 

the  currency  of,  twice  read     - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         - 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in  - 
Forfeiture  of  Lands,  a  bill  concerning  the,  read 

twice 

Forrest,  Thomas,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended 
Forsyth,  John,  Minister  at  Madrid,   correspon- 
dence of  with  the  Spanish  Government 
Fortifications,  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina, 
submitted  a  resolution  directing  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  inform  the  House  what 
amount  of  appropriations  will   be  neces- 
sary  to  complete   existing   contracts  for 
erection  of    - 
the  resolution  agreed  to     - 
Mr.  Butler,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  a  reso- 
lution directing  the  same  officer  to  report 
the  progress  of  the  engineers  in  determin- 
ing the  sites  and  plans  of,  on  the  coast    • 
agreed   to  -         jjr       -         -         -         - 

letter  from  the  Secretary  in  reply 
report  in  full  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the 

subject  of 

Fourth  Census,  a  Message  from  the  President, 
transmitting  information  received  from 
the  marshal  of  Virginia  concerning  the. 

referred 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  amend  the  act   for 

taking  the,  read  twice     -         -         •         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         -         - 

Freeland,  Benjamin,  a  bill  for  relief  of.   twice 

read       ------- 

French  Tonnage,  a  bill  concerning,  twice  read  - 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted  a  reso- 
lution concerning  .         -         -         -         - 

agreed  to,  and  referred       .         -         -         - 

French  VcswU,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury,  with   a  statement  of  the 

number  of,  arrived  in  the  St.  Mary's 

the  bill  concerning  the  tonnage  of,  read  the 

third  lime,  and  passed    -         -         -         - 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1264 
Fugitive  Slaves,  Mr.  Brown  presented  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky  on 
the  subject  of,  which,  being  decided  by 
the  Speaker  to  be  informal,  was  with- 
drawn   

Fuller,  Timothy,  of  Massachusetts,  attended     - 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  concerning  the 
commerce  of  the  Black  sea     .         •         - 
on  the  resoliition  for  apportionment  of  rep- 
resentatives   ------ 

on  the  resolution  concerning  unsettled   bal- 
ances      • 

on  Mr.  Archer's  Missouri  resolution   - 

speech  of.  on  a  Naval  Peace  Establishment   1059 

G. 

Gales  &  Seaton,  note  addressed  to,  by  the  Post- 
master General,  and  their  reply       -         -  1289 

Gallatin  and  Rush,  extract  of  a  letter  from  the 

Secretary  of  State  to  Messrs.  -        -        -  1320 
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Garnett,  Robert  8.,  of  Virginia,  attended 

speech  of,  on  reconsidering  the  vote  on   the 
Missouri  resolution         -         .         -         - 
General  Post  Office,  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  the  affairs  of  Ibe    - 
a  further  report  from  the  same    -         -         - 
Ghent,  a  .Message  from  the  President,  transmit- 
ting the  report  of  the  Secrt  lary  of  State 
of  the  progress  made   by   the  Commis- 
sioners under  the  5th,  6th,  and   7th   arti- 
cles of  the  Treaty  of       -         •         -         • 
referred  to  a  select  committee     -         -         - 
Mr.  Burwell  submitted  a  resolution  instruct- 
ibg  the  said  committee   to   report   a  bill 
fixing   ihi  salaries  of  the   Commission- 
ers, ice.  - 
modified,  and  tgrned  to      - 
a  bill  to  fix  the  salaries  of  the  Commission- 
ers and  agent  under  the  Treaty  of.  twice 
read       ------- 

ordered  to  a  third    reading  -         -         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
documents  relating  to  the  execution  of  the 

Treaty  of 

Girauld,  Colonel  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

legal  representatives  of,  read  twice 
Gold  Coins,  rejwrt  of  the  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject of.  and  a  bill  to  regulate  their   value   1004 

the  bill  twice  read '005 

Good.  John,  thn  petition  of.  was  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  thereon  at  the  next  session  1263 
Gooding,  John,  and  James  Williams,  a  bill  from 
the  Senate  authorizing  the  payment  of  a 
sum  of  money  to,  read  twice,  and  referred  1246 
reported  without  amendment      .         .         •  1262 

Goods,  Wares,  Ac,  a  letter  from   the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  with  two  statemenU  of 
imp<5rtation  of,  in  American   and   in   for- 
eign \  easels   ------ 

Gordon,  Patience,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of,  read     

read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
the  committee  recommend  rejection    - 
Gorham,    Benjamin,    of  Massachusetts,    elected 
in   place  ol  Jonathan    Mason,    resigned, 
wa>  qualified,  &.c.  .         .         -         - 

Government,  a   bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of.  fur  the  year   1821,  twice 
read       ..-.--- 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         - 
Granger,  Erastus,  adverse   report   on   the    peti- 
tion of  - 
Gray,  John  C,  of  Virginia,  elected   in   place  of 
James  Johnson,  resigned,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 

Gross,  Ezra  C,  of  New  York,  attended  - 
remarks  of,  on  -Mr.  Strong's  resolution 
on  Mr.  Archer's  Missouri  resolution  - 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Smith's  resolution  to  amend 

the  Constitution 

Gross,  Samuel,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended 
Guerlain,  Lewis  H.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 
read       -         -         -         -         - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -    '     - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
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Guthrie,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of,  twice  read  -         .         -     995 
Guyon,  Jamca,  of  New  York,  attended      -         -     460 

H. 

Hackley.  Aaron,  of  New  York,  attended  - 
Hall,  George,  of  New  York,  attended 
Hall,  Thomas  H.,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  - 
Hall,  WUIard,  of  Delaware,  attended 

notice  from,  of  his  resignation    -         -         - 
Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Mercer,  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  such  alterations 
in  the,  as  may  adapt  it  to  the  purposes  of 
legislation      -         ... 
report  of  the  committee  thereon 
•  resolution  adopted  respecting  the  ventila 

tion  of  the 

attendance  of  the  Senate  in  the,  and  cere- 
mony of  counting  the  Electoral  votes  for 
President  and  Vice  President 
Hardin,  Benjamin,  of  Kentucky,  attended 

remarks  of.  on  the  reduction  of  the  Army, 

Hazard,  Nathaniel,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended  - 

Mr.  Eddy  announced  the  death  of      - 
Hemphill,  Joseph,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended    - 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  resolution 
Hendricks,  William,  of  Indiana,  attended 
Herrick,  Samuel,  of  Ohio,  attended   .         .         - 
Hibshmnn,  Jacob,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended     - 
Hill.  .Mark  L.,  of  .Massachusetts,  attended 
Hobart,    .\aron.  of    Massachusetts,    elected    in 
place  of  Zabdiel  Sampson,  resigned,  was 
quslified,  Ac.  -         -         .         .         - 

Holmes,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of 

twice  read,  and  referred     -         -         -         . 

reported  without  amendment 
Hooks,  Charles,  of  North  Carolina,  attended     - 

Hopkins,  Samuel  G.,  a  resolution  respecting  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts  ol,  submitted 
by  Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  was  agreed 

to 

Hostetter,  Jacobs  of.  Pcnnj>ylvania,  attended 
House  of  Representatives,  meeting  of  the 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Newton  they  proceeded 
to  ballot  for  a  Speaker,  and  after  seven 
ineffectual  ballots  adjourned  - 
another  adjournment  afler  the  nineteenth 
failure  to  elect  a  Speaker  -  -  - 
election  of  a  Speaker  of  the,  on  the  twenty- 
second  ballot 

adjournment  of  the,  sine  die      -        -         - 
Hunsinger,  Jacob,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read, 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         -         - 

f. 

Illinois,  the   bill  of  last  session   to  provide  for 

paying  to  the   Sute  of,  three  per  cent. 

net  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  in,  sold, 

ordered  to  a  third  reading       .         -         -     453 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -     456 

a  bill  confirming   the  location  of  the  seat  of 

government  of,  twice  read       -         •         -     939 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     996 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  1000 
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ImporU,  a  bill   to  regulate  the  duties  on,  twice 

read _         . 

ordered  to  be  printed  -         -         -        . 

Imports  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  further  to  establish 

the  compensation  of  officers  employed  in 

the  collection  of  duties  on,  twice  read 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor    - 

twice  read,  and  referred     -         .         -         - 

reported  with  sundry  amendments     - 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  amend  the  set  to 

regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on,  twice 

read      --.---. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Nel- 
son,  a  committee  was  appointed   to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  abolishing  - 
a  bill  to  abolish,  twice  read         •         .         - 
Increase  of  Duties,   a  petition  from  Kentucky 
praying  for  an,  referred 
Mr.  Jones  presented  a  counter  petition  f>om 
Petersburg,  referred  to  same  -         -         - 
Mr.    Tyler   presented  a  similar  one  from 

Richmond 

Mr.  .Moseley  presented  one  from  New  Ha- 
ven          . 

Mr.  Simkins  one  from  South  Carolina 
•Mr.  Pinckney  one  from  Charleston  - 
Mr.  Tucker,  from  North  Carolina,  one,  and 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  Virginia,  ditto  - 
Mr.  Brevard  from  South  Carolina,  one,  and 

Mr.  Jones,  from  Virginia,  ditto 
Mr.  Gorham  one  from  Boston     -         .         . 
copy  of  the  memorial  from  Petersburg 
ditto  from  Maine       .         .         .         .         - 
ditto  from  the  convention  of  delegates   at 

Philadelphia 

ditto  from  the  citizens  of  Charleston 
ditto  from  the  agricultural  societies  of  Vir- 
ginia      

report  of  the  committee  to  which  said  me- 
morials were  referred      .         .         -         . 

Indian  Affairs,  appointment  of  a  select  commit- 
tee on  

Indian  Agents,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  author- 
ize the  appointment  of  certain,  read  twice, 
and  referred  -  -  -  -  -  '  - 
reported  without  amendment  .  -  - 
Indian  Department,  Mr.  Southard  submitted  a 
resolution  requesting  the  President  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  the  House  a  state- 
ment of  the  receipts   and   expenditures 

in  the 

modified,  and  agreed  to     - 
a  Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
a  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Indian 

Trade,  in  reply 

Indian  Trading  Houses,  Mr.  Tracy  submitted  a 
resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  report  the  amount  and  value  of  goods 
on  hand  at  the  department  and  the  depot 

in  Georgetown 

the  resolution  agreed  to     - 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the 

statement  required 

Indian  Tribes,  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act 

to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the, 

twice  read     ------ 

recommitted 
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Intpectort,  &c,  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  increasing 
the  compensation  of,  twice  read 
a  letter  from  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury, 
with  a  Btatement  of  payments  made  to 

Internal  Improvements,  a  bill  for  the  promotion 
of,  twice  read         -         -         -         - 

Invalid  Pensioners,  a  bill  concerning,  twic«  read 

J- 

Jackson,  Edward  B.,  of  Virginia,  elected  in  place 
of  John  Pindall,  resigned,  was  qualified    - 
a  certificate  of  bis  election,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections  ... 

Jails,  Mr.  Sergeant  submitted  a  joint  resolution 
respecting,  in  those  States  which  refuse 
the  use  of  theirs   to  the   United  States, 

twice  read 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         - 
Janney,  4oseph,  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  agreed  to 

Jarrott,  IS'ichclas,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice 
read  ...---- 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  - 
read  the  third  lime,  and  negatived 
the  vote  reconsidered,  and  bill  recommitted 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading 

read  the  third  tinft,  and  passed  -         -         - 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  agreed  to         -         -         -         -         - 

Johnson,  Francis,  of  Kentucky,  elected  in  the 
place  of  David    Walker,    resigned,    was 
qualified,  &c.  .         .         .         .         . 

remarks   of,  on    the  motion  to  amend  the 

Journal  -         

speech  of,  on  the  Pay  bill  of  the  Army     - 
onthe  appropriation  for  Fortifications 
Johnson,  Col.  James.     (See  Yellow  Stone  river.) 
Johnson,  Josiah  li.,  the  Speaker  presented  a  let- 
ter from  the  Governor  of  Louisiana,  en- 
closing a  certificate  of  the  election  of 
Jones,  James,  of  Virginia,  attended 
Jones,  Francis,  of  Tennessee,  attended     - 
Journal  of  the  House,   Mr.  Reid,  of  Georgia, 
submitted  sundry   resolutions  respecting 
the  correction  of  the       -         .         -         . 
Judiciary,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit 
tee  of  the      -        -        -         .        . 
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Kalb,  the  late  Baron  de,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  the  petition 
of  the  children  and  representatives  of,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims      ... 
report  of  said  committee  thereon 
Kendall,  Jonas,  of  Massachusetts,  attended 
Kennedy,  Andrew,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read 
Kent,  Joseph,  of  Maryland,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  Vaccine  Institution 
Keyes,  Perley  and  Jason  Fairbanks,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Ford,  the  unfavorable  report  of  the 
last  session  on  the  petition  of,  was  recom- 
mitted -.---.. 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -        -         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, and  agreed  to       •        -         -        - 
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Kickapoo  Tribe,   a  Message  from  the  President 
transmitting  copies  of  a  treaty  with  the 
King,  Colonel ;  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  was  directed  to  report  by 
what  authority  the  order  to  shoot  desert- 
ers was  issued         .         .         -         -         - 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  reply 
Kinsey,  Charles,  of  New  Jersey,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  South  America 

resolution 

Kinsley,  Martin,  of  .Maine,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  Anti-Tariff  memorials  - 

Land  Claims,  the  bill  of  last   session  and  sup- 
plemental to  the  several  acts  for  adjusting, 
was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Public  Lands 
that  committee  dischai^ed,  and  the  bill  re^ 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims  ...... 

Land  sold,  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  quantity  of,  &.c.     - 
Land  Warrants,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman, 
the  Committee  of  Public  Lands  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
extending  the  time  for  issuing,  to  soldiers 
of  the  Revolution  -         •         -         -         - 
a  bill  to  that  effect  twice  read      ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Lands  and  Buildings  for  military  purposes,  Mr. 
Tracy  submitted  a    resolution   directing 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  report  a  list  of 
the,  purchased  by  the  United  States 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  reply  - 
Languille,  Francis  B.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

read • 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Lathrop,  Daniel,  the  report  on  the   petition  of, 

was  concurred  in  - 
Law,  Thomas.     (See  VearMun,  Jo$eph.) 
Laws  of  Maryland,  two  copies  of  Kilty's  Digest 

of  the,  presented  to  Congress 
Laws  of  the  United  Stateii,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
supplemental  to  the  act  to  provide  for  the 
publication  of  the,  read  .... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
Levy  Court  of  Calvert  county,  Maryland,  the  ad- 
verse report  on  the  petition  of,  to  be  reim- 
bursed for  the  destruction  of  their  court- 
house by  the  enemy,  was  considered  and 
concurred  in           .         .         .         -         - 
Lewis,  Curtis,  the  committee  on  the  case  of,  re- 
port that  it  comes  within  the  authority  of 
the  District  Court  of  Alabama ;  concur- 
red in 

Library,  a  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  a  joint 
committee  on  the,  agreed  to,  and  a  com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the  House  appointed 
Lien  for  security  of  .Siechanics,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Robert  Moore,  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  for  giving  a  -  -  -  - 
said  committee  reporteil  that  such  a  law 
would  be  inexpedient     .         -         -         . 
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Lien  for  security — continued.  Page, 

the  Speaker  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry mechanics  of   Washington    praying 
the  enactment  of  such  a  law,  referred      •   1034 
Lincoln,  Enoch,  of  Massachusetts,  attended       -     433 
Linn,  John,  of  New  Jersey,  attended        -         -     433 
remarks  of,  on  his  compensation  resolution     444 
on  the  resolution  to  amend  the  Constitution     507 
Mr.  Southard  announced  the  death  of         -     756 
on  motion  of   Mr.  S.,  the  Speaker  was  re- 
quested to  inform  the   Governor  of  New 
Jersey,  of  the  death  of  -         -         .         -     801 
Little,  Peter. of  Maryland,  attended-         -         -     433 
remarks  of,  on  his  motion  touching  the  ballot 

for  Speaker 437 

on  Mr.  Cannon's  resolution  ...  502 
on  the  motion  to  amend  the  Journal  -  •  844 
Liverroore,  Arthur,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended  436 
remarks  of,  on  the  Vaccine  Institution  •  471 
on  receiving  bank  notes  in  payment  of  du- 
ties         697  I 

on  Mr.  Parker's  motion  to  amend  the  Jour-  | 

nal 846  ; 

Loan  of  four  millions,  a  bill  to  authorize  the 

President  to  borrow  a  sum  not  exceeding,  ' 

twice  read     ......  1228  1 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -   1293 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1294  J 
considered,  and  disagreed  to       -         -  -   1298 

the  Senate  insist,  and  the  House  receded  -   1300 
Loan  of   Powder,  &.c.,  Mr.   F'orrest  submitted  a 

resolution  of  inquiry  concerning  the        -     462 
considered,  and  agreed  to           ...     476 
a  letter  from  Colonel  Wadsworth  explana- 
tory of  the 1167 

from  Colonel  George  Bomford    -         -         -    1190 
Loan  Office  and  Final  Settlement  Certificates, 
Mr.  Rhea  submitted  a  resolution  on  the 

subject  of 940 

a  bill  to  authorize   payment  of,  in  certain 
cases,  twice  read    -      .  .         •        •         -     976 
Location  of  Land  Warrants,  dec,  a  bill  to  regu- 
late the,  twice  read         ....     940 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     945 
returned    from    the    Senate    with    amend- 
ments, and  agreed  to      -  -         -         -   1286 

Longitude  of  the  Capitol,  the  resolution  of  last 
■•■•ion  authorizing  the  President  to  cause 
astronomical  observations  to  be  made  10 
ascertain  the,  was  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing       --..-..     463 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     466 
Lotteries,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Strong  the  Commit- 
tee OD  the  District  of  Columbia  were  in« 
strutted    to   inquire    into    the   numbers 
of,  Ac.    .        .         -  ...     757 

Lowndes,  William,  of  South  Carolina,  attended     434 

remarks  of,  on  moving  to  report  the  Mis- 
souri resolutiiin  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole 455 

on  the  resolution  concerning  the  loan  of  mu- 
nitions .-.--.-     462 

remarks  of,  relating  to  the  expedition  up 
the  Missouri  river  ....     475 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  to  admit  Mis- 
souri       568 

in  reply  to  objections        ....     648 

remarks  of,  on  receiving  bank  notes  in  pay- 
ment of  duties 693 


Lowndes,  W..  remarks  of — continued, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Meigs  ... 
on  the  appointment  of  representatives 
on  the  unsettled  balances  -  .  . 
on  Mr.  Rich's  resolution  .  -  - 
on  the  military  appropriations  - 
on  .Mr.  Archer's  Missouri  resolution  - 
on  the  motion  to  amend  the  Journal 
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Lyon,  .Matthew,  Mr.    McLean  of  Kentucky  pre 
sented  the  petition  and  memorial  of,  re- 
ferred     -     445 

report   thereon,    and  bill  for  the  relief  oU     478 

M. 

Macarty,  J.  L.   B.,  a  bill  from   the  Senate  for 

the  relief  of,  twice  read  -         -         -         .  1246 
reported  without  amendment     -         -         -  1263 
Machine   for  raising  ships,  on  motion   of  Mr. 
Cobb  the  Naval  Committee  were  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  mak- 
ing an  appropriation  for  experiment  of  the     801 
a  bill  to  that  effect,  twice  read  ...     977 
Mackerel  Fishery,  a  bill  for  enrolling  the  vessels 

engaged  in  the,  twice  read      -         -         -     477 
Maclay,  William  P.,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended     433 
remarks  of,   on  Mr.  Clay's  South  America 

resolution 1081 

Macomb.  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  re- 
presentatives of,  twice  read    ...     939 
Mail  Contractors,    on   motion  of  Mr.  Butler  of 
New  Hampshire  the  Committee  on  Post- 
I  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  were  instructed  to 

j  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  prohibit- 

I  ing    by  law,  printers,  editors,   &c.,  from 

being  postmasters,  or     -         -         .         -     875 
Mai&on  Rouge,  a  bill   from  the  Senate  confirm- 
ing the  title  of  the  Marquis  de,  to  cer- 
tain grants  of  land,  twice  read        -         -  1241 
I  Mallary,  Rollin  C,  of  Vermont,  attended  -         -     433 
remarks  of,  on  the  reduction  of  the  Array   -     904 

Manufactures,  appointment  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee of -     439 

report  of  the  committee  on   the  several  me- 
morials praying  protection  to  •         -         -  15.53 
Marchand,  David,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended     -     433 
Marine  Corps,  Mr.  Warfield  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion concerning  the         -         -         •         -  1003 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 

War 1032 

letter  from  the  Secretary  in  reply        -         -  1092 
a  bill  providing  for  the  pay  and  reorganiza- 
tion of  the,  read  twice    .....   1245 
Marshals,  Clerks,  and  Attorneys,  the  bill  of  last 
session  to  repeal  the  act  to  lessen  the  com- 
pensation of,  was  recommitted  to  a  select 

committee 684 

bill  reported,  and  read  twice      -        •        -     794 
May,  James,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and  the  rep- 
resentatives of  W.  Macomb,  twice  read   -     939 
Meade,  Richard  W.,  Mr.  Sergeant  presented  the 
memorial  of,  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Affairs  ....  1224 

said  committee  discharged  ....   1284 
memorial  of,  and  report  of  Secretary  of  State  1474 
Mebane,  John  H.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 

representatives  of,  twice  read  -         -  1027 

Mechanics'  Bank  of  Baltimore,  Mr.  Kent  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  the        -        -        -  1240 
(See  Dittrict  Banks.) 
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Meecb,  Ezra,  of  Vermont,  attended  -        -        -433 

Meigs,  Henry,  of  New  York,  attended       -         -     433 

remarks  of,  on  the  Bank  note  resolution    693,  694 

»peech  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  the 

slave  trade     -         -         -         -         -         -1168 

Mellen,  Peggy,  »  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice      -     794 
Mercer,  Charles  F.,  of  Virginia,  attended  -        -     433 
remarks  of,  on  the  Vaccine  Institution         -     473 
on  his  resolution  for  altering  the  Hall  of  the 

House  of  Representatives        ...     680 
on  the  Bank  note  resolution       -         -      695,  696 
on  Mr.  Parker's  motion  to  amend  the  Jour- 
nal          846,851 

on  the  reduction  of  the  Army     -         -         •     903 
on  the  bill  to  incorporate   the  Columbian 

College 

on  the  bill  for  relief  of  W.  T.  Niramo 
on  Mr.  Clay's  South  America  resolution     - 
Metcalfe,  Thomas,  of  Kentucky,  attended 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  Commo- 
dore Tucker  ------ 

on  the  land  Relief  bill         -         .         .         - 
Miami,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  desig- 
nate a  port  of  entry   in    the  district  of, 
twice  read      -.---- 

Michigan,  a  bill  to  establish  additional  land  offi- 
ces in  the  Territory  of,  twice  read  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         -         - 
Mihtary  Affairs,   appointment  of  a  select  com- 
mittee on       -----         - 

Military  Establishment,  a  bill  making  appropri- 
ations for  the  support  of  the,  for  the  year 
1821,  twice  read     .         -         -         -         - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
MiliUry  Peace  Establishment,    Mr.  Cocke  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  for  the  reduction  of 

the,  referred  • 

a  bill  to  fix  the,  twice  read         -         •         * 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  .         -         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
which  were  agreed   to,  with  an  amend- 
ment     ...---- 
the  Senate  and  House  both  iniiist 
a  conference  agreed  upon  -         -         -         - 
Senate  receded  from  all  their  amendments  • 
plan  of  the  Secretary  of  War  for  a     - 
Military  Postji,  Mr.  Forsyth  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  re- 
port the  number  and  situation  of    - 
amended,  and  agreed  to      - 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  m  reply    - 
Military  Service,  a  bill  making  a  partial  appro- 
priation for  the,  twice  read      ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         -         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passe.d  .         .         • 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment     ....-.- 
considered,  and  agreed  to  - 

Military  Bounty  Lands,  Mr.  Cook  submitted  a 
resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  report  a  statement  of  the  number  of 
soldiers  who  have  received,  and  the  num- 
ber entitled  who  have  not  received 
considered,  and  not  agreed  to  - 
a  bill  further  to  regulate  the  issue  of  patents 
for,  twice  read         .         .         .         -         - 
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Militia,  appointment  of  a  select  committee  on  the 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Darlington,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  was  directed  to  report  the 
amount  of  fines  on  the.  of  Pennsylvania 
a  bill  to  provide  a  uniform  system  of  organ- 
ization for  the,  twice  read 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  a 
statement  of  the  whole  numlwr  in  service 

during  the  war 

a  Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 
the  annual  returns  of     - 
Milne,  Alexander,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Mint,  a  .Message  from  the  President,  transmit- 
ting  the  Director's  report  of  the  opera- 
lions  of  the 

Mississippi,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee  were   instructed   to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  changing  the 
lime  for  holding  the  district  court  of 
a  bill  to  that  effect  twice  read     - 
read  th«  third  time,  and  paswd  - 
Missouri,  Mr.  Scott  presented  a  copy  of  the  con- 
stitution of,  referred         -         -         -         - 
the  committee  report  a  resolution  to  admit, 
into  the  Union       -         -         -         -         - 

the  resolution  read 

read   a  second  time,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole         ... 
!i  resolution  from  the  Senate  to  admit,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
Mr.  -\rcher,  of  Virginia,  submitted  a  reso- 
lution instructing  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee to  inquire  into  the  operation  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  within     - 
considered,  and  laid  on  the  table 
Mr.  Eustis  submitted  a  resolution  to  admit 
considered,  and  negatived  .         -         - 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay  the  Senate  resolu- 
tion was  referred  to  a  committee  of  thir- 
teen members         .         -         .  -         - 
Mr.  Clay's  report  thereon            ... 
the  resolution  accompanying  his  report 
considered,  and  agreed  to            ... 
the  third  reading  of  the  resolution  refused 
a  motion  to  reconsider        -         .         -         . 
the  reconsideration  agreed  to     - 
the  resolution  a;;sin  rejected       ... 
.Mr.  Floyd  subnutted   a  resolution  that  the 
Electoral  vutes  of,  ought  to  be  counted    - 
Mr.  Broun  submitted  a  resolution  to  repeal 
the  eighth  section  of  the  act  to  autboTize 
the  people  «)f,  to  lorin  a  constitutiun,  Ac. 
the   House  refused  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion      ------- 

Mr.  Clark,  of  New  York,  subaiitted  a  reso- 
lution to  admit 

Mr.  Clay  submitted  a  resolution  for  a  joint 

committee  to  confer  on  the  practicability 

of  admitting,  which  was  agreed  to  - 

election  of  the  said  committee,  consisting  of 

twenty-three  members   -         .         -         - 

report  of  the  same      -         -         -         -         - 

debate  on  the  repeal  .         .         -         . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         -         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
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a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the  due 
execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
within  the  State  of,  twice  read 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whale 
a  motion  to  discharge  said  committee,  nega 

lived 

a  motion  to  postpone  other  business  for  the 
parpose  of  taking  up  the  same,  also  neg- 
atived   ------ 

the  President's  proclamation  declaring  the 
admission  of,  into  the  Union 

Mobile,  a  bill  granting  certain  lots  to  the  Mayor. 
6lc.  of,  twice  read  .... 

Morril,  Robert,  of  New  York,  attended 
Money  in  the  Treasury,  Ac,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Lowndes  liie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
was  directed  to  report  a  statement  of  the, 
on  the  Ut  January,  1821,  and  also  all  in 
the  hands  uf  the  Treasurer  as  agent  for 
the  War  and  Navy  Departments  - 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary,  with  the  state- 
ment required         -         -         -         -         - 

Montgomery,  Thomas,  of  Kentucky,  elected  in 
the  place  of  Tunstall  Quaries,  resigned, 
was  qualified,  &c.  -         .         . 

remarks  of,  on  .Mr.  Clay's  South  American 
resolution      -         -         -         -         -         - 

Moore,  Samuel,  of  I'ennsylvania,  attended 
•Moore,  Robert,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  his  motion  respecting  Erie 

harbor  ---.--. 

Moore,  Thomas  L  ,  of  Virginia,  elected  in  place 

of    (ieorge    F.    Strother,   resigned,    was 

qualified,  &c.  .         -         -         -         . 

Morrison,  Jainrs,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of       - 

recommitted  to  that  officer  with  instruction 

to   report  thereon  at  the  next  session  of 

Congress       ...... 

Morton,  Marcus,  of  Massachusetts,  attended 
Moseley,  Jonathan  U.,  of  Connecticut,  attended 
Mounted  Men  in  the  Seminole  War,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  .\llen,  the  Secretary  of  War  waa 
directed  to  report  whether  they  furnished 
horses  at  their  own  expense,  Ac.    . 
report  of  the  Secretary  in  obedience  - 
Murray,  John,  of  Pennsylv.inia,  attended 
McCarty.  Edward,  a   bill  for  relief  of  the  heirs 

of,  twice  read 

McCoy,  William,  of  Virginia,  attended     - 
McCreary,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  attendid     - 
McCullough,  Thomas  G.,  a  letter  from  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Pennsylvania  enclosing  a  certifi- 
cate of  the  election  of,  in  place  of  David 
FuUerton.  resigned,  referred  to  ihd  Com- 
mittee of  Elections         .... 
McDuff,  Daniel,  a  lull  for  relief  of,  twice  read    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  tune,  and  passed 
.McFarland,  James,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read 
Mclntofh,  William,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  ,      - 

read  the  third  lime,  and  passed 
McLano,  Louii<,  of  Delaware,  attended 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  resolution 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion   to  amend  the 
Journal  -...-- 

McLean,  Almy,  of  Kentucky,  attended     - 
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McNeil,  Joseph,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read   -     678 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         .     940 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -     945 

N. 

National  Industry,  Mr.  Wendover  presented  a 
petition  from  a  New  York  Agricultural 
Society,  praying  protection  to,  ordered  to 

be  printed 

Naval  Afiairs,  appointment  of  a  select  commit- 
tee on-        -        -        --        -        -     441 

report  of  said  committee  on  a  Naval  Peace 

establishment 

the  committee  discharged  ... 

Naval  Diseipline,  Mr.  Foot  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion on  the  subject  of     - 
Naval  Service  for  the  year   1821,  a  bill  making 
appropriation  for  the,  twice  read     • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -         -         - 

Navigation,  the  bill  of  laKt  session  conceraiog, 
indefinitely  postponed  -  .  •  . 
Navy,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  a  gradual  in- 
crease of*  the,  twice  read         ... 

considered  and  laid  on  the  table 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  submitted 
a  reaolution  directing  the  Secretary  of  the, 
to  inform  the  House  what  sums  of  money 
will  be  necessary  to  complete  existing 
contracts  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the 

agreed  to 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary,  with  the  informa- 
tion asked  for         -         -         -         -         - 

report  of  the  committee  on  the  expediency 
of  limiting  the  number  of  seamen  in  the 

Navy  Department,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowodes, 
the  Secretary  of  the   Navy  was  directed 
to  report  the  balance  of  each  distinct  ap- 
propriation for  the  Navy  remaining  in  the 
Treasury,  or  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer 
as  agent  for  the      .         -         -         -         - 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  with  statements 
in  reply        ------ 

report  of  the  committee  on  expenditures  in 

the 

Navy  Pension  Fund,  a  letter  from  the  Se:retary% 
of  the  Navy,  with  the  annual  statement  in 

relation  to  the 

Neale,  Raphael,  of  Maryland,  attended 
Nelson,  Jeremiah,  of  Massachusetts,  attended    - 
Nelson,  Hugh,  of  Virginia,  attended 
Neuville,  Baron  Hyde  de,   a  letter  from,  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  on  the  construction  of 
a  clause  in  the  Florida  Treaty 

Newgate  Prison,  in  Connecticut,  on  motion  of 
Mr.    Edwards,  the  Judiciary  CommiUee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  authorizing  the  Marshal  of  Con- 
necticut to  use  the,  &.c.           -         -         -     471 
(See  Jails.) 
Newton,  Thomas,  of  Virginia,  attended    -         -    433 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  W,  T. 
Nimmo \Wil 
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New  York,  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  holding 
the  court*  in  the  northern  district  of,  twice 

read ^O^ 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         -     940 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  reconvey  certain 
lands  to  the  cily  of,  twice  read        -         -   1264 
Nimmo,  William  T.,  a  bill  reported  for  relief  of, 

and  twice  read 607 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -     98o 

read  the  third  time,  and  the  House  adjourned 

without  the  question      -         -         -         -     999 
considered,  and  rejected     -         -         -         -   1001 
Northumberland  County,  Virginia,  a  bill  author- 
izing the  Secretary  of  the   Treasury  to 
sell  and  convey  a  certain  tract  of  land  in, 

twice  read 1264 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  1272 

O. 

O'Brien,  Richard,  a  bill  explanatory  of  the  act 

for  relief  of,  twice  read  .         -         -         - 

Officers  of  the  Army,  report  of  the  committee  on 

the   inquiry   whether,    are    employed  as 

clerks,  dec.    ------ 

Officers  of  the   Customs,  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 

reUry  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of 

Ogden,  Thomas   L.,  a  bill  from   the  Senate  for 

relief  of  .----- 

twice  read,  and  referred     -  -         -         - 

reported  with  amendments         .         -         - 
Ohio  and  Michigan,  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
were  discharged  from   the  resolution  to 
fix  the  boundary  line  between,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
Ohio,  and  the  United  States   Bank,  on  motion 
of  Mr.   Ross   the  papers  relating  to  the 
controversy  between  the  Slate  of,  were 
ordered  to  be  printed     -         -         - 
the  documents  ordered  to  be  printed,  in  full   1684 
Ohio  Boundary,    on   motion  of   Mr.   Ross,   the 
House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
of  last  session  for  inquiring  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  surveying  the  north 
considered,  and  negatived  '         ."         ' 

Onis,  Don  Luis  de,  correspondence  of,  with  the 
Secretary  of  State  .         .         -         . 

the  recall  of,  by  his  Sovereign  - 
Opie,  Le  Roy,  a  bill  authorizing  a  settlement  of 
the  accounts  of  the   latj,  paymaster,  read 

twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Oswego  River,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hall,  of  New 
York,  the  Committee  of  Commerce  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  erecting  a  lighthouse  at  the  mouth  of  - 
Ottraman,  J.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read 
Overstreet,  James,  of  South  Carolina,  attended 
Oxiey,  Thomas,  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  State  to   issue  a  patent  to,  twice  read 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         • 
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Parker,  James,  of  Massachusetts,  attended 
Parker,  Severn  E.,  of  Virginia,  attended   - 

remarks  of,  on   his   motion  to  araeDd  the 
Journal ^45, 


433 
443 

847 


Parker,  Samuel,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  extend 
the  terra  of  his  patent,  twice  read     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  .  - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Parker,  Elias,  report  of  the  committee    on  the 
claim  of,  taken  up  -         .         .         - 

reversed,  and  recommitted  ... 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  agreed  to         -         -         -         -         - 
Patterson,  Thomas,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  - 
Pearl  River,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  ihe  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establish- 
ing a  port  of  entry  at     - 
a  bill  to  establish  the  district  of.  twice  read 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         •         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         •         - 
Pearson.  Joseph,  Thomas  Law,  and  Daniel  Car- 
roll of  Duddington,    Mr.  Kent  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  -         -         -         - 
(See     Wanhirifrton,    bill  for   $aU    of 
grounds.) 
Peckham,  Samuel,  jun.,  adverse  report  on  the 
petition  of,  concurred  in  '         '         ." 

Penitentiary,  Mr.  Lowndes  presented   the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  District 
uf  Columbia,  praying  for  a.  Ac.  referred 
a  bill   authorizing   the  establishment  of  a, 
road  twice      - 
Penobscot,  to  the  rivtr  St.  Croix,   Mr.  Hill  sub- 
mitted  a    resolution   for  a   military    road 
from       ...---- 
agreed  to,  and  referred 

an  adverse  ref^rt  thereon  -         -         -  - 

Penroee,  Clement  B..  and  John  B.  C  Lucas,  a 

bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims,  ap[K>introent 
of  the  standing  committee  on           •         - 
Perkins,  Nicholas,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of  read    

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
Perry,  Margaret,  the  bill  of  last  aesaion  for  relief 
of,  ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  psHsed  .         -         - 
Perry.  Oliver  H..  the  bill  of  Unt  session  for  re- 
lief of  the  family  of  the  lute,  was  read     - 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ------- 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -         • 

Petitions  of  last  session,  Mr.  Bloomfield   submit- 
ted a  resolution  respecting  the,  not  acted 
on          .----•• 
modified,  and  agreed  to,   and  the  same  re- 
ferred      443 

Phelps,  Eiisha,  of  Connecticut,  attended     -         -     433 
Philson,  Robert,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended         -     433 
Pinckney,  Charles,  of  South  Carolina,  attended     447 
Hpeecb  of,  on  the  amended  resolution  to  ad- 
mit Missouri  ------ 

Pitcher,  Nathaniel,  of  New  York,  attended 
Planters'  Bank  of  New  Orleans,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Clay,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  reimbursing  the,  for  certain 
advances  made  on  pay-rolls  of  the  Army  1180 
Planlou,  Julia,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  o(    Ml 
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Plumer,  William,  jun.,  of  New  Hampshire,  at- 

t«nded 433 

Ports  of  Entry,  a  bill  to  abolish  certain,  Ac, 

twice  read ngg 

Postmasters,  a  report  from  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, with  a  list  of,  who  are  also  contrac- 
tors         501 

Post  Offices  and  Po§t  Roads,  appointment  of  the 

standing  committee  on  •        -        .        .    439 
discharge  of  said  committee        ...  1271 
Post  Office  Department,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Phelps, 
the  Postmaster  General  was  directed  to 
report  the  names  of  persons  indebted  to 
the,  on  the  31st  December,  1816,  and  the 
amount  in  each  case      -        .        .        .    455 
on  motion  of  the  same,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the    -     879 
report  of  the  committee       -        -         .         .  i026 
a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  regulate  the, 

read  twice 1147 

Post  Roads,  a  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain, 

read  twice  -.--..  999 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  .  .  1063 
read  tlie  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  .  1078 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  agreed  to 1271 

Powell,  Jesse,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read       -     995 
Pre-emption,    Mr.  Lowndes  presented  a  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri  on  the 
subject  of,  referred  -         -         .         .     822 

an  adverse  report  concurred  in  -         -         •     944 
President  of  the  United  States,  a  committee  ap>- 
pointed  to  wait  on  the,    and  inform  him 
that  a  quorum  of  the  House  had  met,  &c.     438 
annual  Message  of  the,     (See  Senate  pro- 
ceeding!,  11.) 
five  thousand  copies  of  the  annual  Message 

ordered  to  be  printed       -         -  -         -     439 

a  resolution  from  the  Senate,  for  a  joint  com- 
mittee to  ascertain  and  report  a  mode  of 
counting  the  votes  for,  and  Vice  President, 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed      -   1058 
the  said  committee  report  two  resolutions    -    1147 
the  1st  resolution  considered,  and  agreed  to   1148 
the  2d  resolution  considered,  and  agreed  to  1152 
the  President  of  the  Senate  announced  the 

votes 1164 

a  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  a  commit- 
tee to  wait  on  the,  and  inform  him  of  his 
re-election,  agreed  to,   and   a  committee 

appointed 1194 

report  of  said  committee    -         -         -         .  1340 
another  joint  committee  to  wait  on  the,  to 
inform   him  that  the   two  Houses  were 

about  to  adjourn 1302 

the  inauguration  and  address  of  the    -         -   1303 
Prevost,  Solomon,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice 

read 996 

Private  Land  Claims,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  on 439 

discharge  of  the  committee  -        -         .  1271 

Private  Property,  for  public  use,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Abbott  the  Judiciary  Committee  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  a  law  defining  under  what  circum- 
stances, may  be  taken  -  .  .  -  446 
Prirateenng,  Mr.  Gorham  presented  a  petition 
from  Massachusetts,  remonstrating  against 
the  practice  of,  referred  -  •       -        -        -     968 
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copy  of  a  memorial,  praying  the  abolition 

of J'jr44 

thoughts  of  a  citizen  on  the  practice  of        -  1748 
Prohibition  of  ImporU,  Mr.  Rich  of  Virginia  aub- 

mitted  a  resolution  on  the  subject  of       -     706 

considered,  and  laid  on  the  Uble         -         -     709 
Public  Buildings,  appointment  of  a  select  com- 
mittee on  the 441 

a  Message  from  the  President  transmitting 
the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the     •     456 

a  bill  making  further  appropriations  for  the, 
twice  read -     995 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         -         .         .  1033 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  1034 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in    -        -        -        -        -  1271 
Public  Expenditures,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing Committee  on  -         -         .         .     439 
Public  Lands,  appointment  of  the  standing  Com- 
mittee on       -        -        •        .        •        -    439 

discharge  of  the  committee  ...  1284 
Public  Money,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  were  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
quiring every  class  of  public  officers 
charged  with  the  collection  or  disburse- 
ment of,  to  settle  their  accounts  within 
specified  periods  .....  7OI 
Purchasers  of  Public  Lands,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Crowell,  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  for  the  relief  of        -     441 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  Kentucky  praying  relief  for,  re- 
ferred     470 

.Mr.  Lowndes  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Missouri  of  the  same  char- 
acter, referred         .         -         .         ,         -     822 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  reso- 
lutions of  the  Legislature  of  that  State  on 
the  same  subject,  referred       -         -         -     911 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain        1093 

twice  read 1117 

reported  without  amendment     ...  1166 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .  1244 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        •        -  1249 
Purdy,  Robert,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of,  read,  and  referred      .         .         -         -     757 

indefinitely  postponed         ...         -  1241 
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434 


Quarles,  Tunstdll,  notice  of  the  resignation  of  • 
Quorum,  interchange  of  messages  on  the  for- 
mation of  a-        -         -         -        -        -    438 


Rand,  Benjamin  H.,  a  bill  authorizing,  to  im- 
port a  certain  piece  of  plate  free  of  duty, 

read  twice 902 

Randolph,  John,  of  Virginia  attended        -        -    433 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  amend  the 

Journal -     843 

on  reconsidering  the  rejection  of  the  Mis- 
souri resolution      ...        -        -  1120 
on  the  resolution  as  amended    .         .         •  1134 
on  receiving  the  votes  of  Missouri      -        -  1148 
speech  of,  on  the  question  of  counting  the 
same     ..-----  1166 


II 


iix 


INDEX. 


Ix 


Hott»e  Proceedings  and  Ddxxtes. 


Randolph,  John — continued. 

speech  of,  in  explanation  *         *         "       . ' 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  declaring  the 

election  of  President  and  Vice  President 

illegal    -        -        *     .    *     .   ■         '   ,     ' 
Rankin,  Christopher,  of  Mississippi,  attended     - 
Recruiting  Service,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  to  suspend  the,  read 
twice     -•----' 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Redemption  of  Land,  a  bill  giving  further  time 
for  the,  twice  read         .         .        -         - 
Reduction  of  Expenditures,  Mr.  Cobb  submitted 
a  series  of  resolutions  on  the  subject  of  a, 
which,  on  his  motion,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole        -         -         - 
a  debate  on   the  resolutions   in  Committee 

of  the  Whole 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 

Mr.  Robertson  submitted  resolutions  on  the 

same  subject 

referred  to  a  select  committee     -         -         - 

Register  of  WilU,  D.  C,  a  bill  to  regulate  the 

fees  of  the,  twice  read     -         -         'r   .     T 

Regulating  Process,  in  the  courts  of  the  United 

States,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for,  twice 

read 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Reid,  Robert  R.,  of  Georgia,  attended 

speech  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  the 
correction  of  the  Journal         -         -         - 
on  Mr.  Clay's  resolution  for  a  Minister  to 
South  America      -"''.' 
remarks  of,  on   Mr.  Clay's  second  proposi- 
tion -         •     ^         '         '         ' 
Retrenchment  of  Expenditures.  Mr.    Fool  sub- 
mitted a  motion  on         -         -         -         ' 
Revenue,  Mr.  Baldwin  submitted  sundry  resolu- 
tions relating  to  the        -         -         -         " 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Silsbee,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  report  the 
number  of  inspectors,  &c.,  of 
■  letter  from  the  Secretary  in  reply 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
on  the  state  of  the         -        -         - 
Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business,    appointment 

of  the  standing  Committee  on 

Revolutionary  Pensions,  appointment  of  a  select 

committee  on         -         -         -         *         " 

Revolutionary  War,  on   motion  of  .Mr.   Butler, 

of  New  Hampshire,  the  Secretary  of  War 

was  directed  to  report  the  regulations  he 

has  adopted  under  the   act  to  provide  for 

certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and 

naval  service  during  the         .         -         - 

report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply 

a  bill  in  addition   to  the   act  making   provi- 

■ion,  Ac,  twice  read      .         -         -         - 

Rhea,  John,  of  Tennessee,  attended 

remarks  of,  on   the  motion   to   amend  the 

Journal 

on  Mr.  Parker's  motion  on  that  subject 
Rich,  Charles,  of  Virginia,  attended 

speech  of,  on  prohibition  of  im{>orts    -  704, 
Richards,  Mark,  of  Vermont,  attended 
Richmond,  Jonathan,  of  New  York,  attended    - 
Ringgold,  Samuel,  of  Maryland,  attended 
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Roads  and  Canals,  appointment  of  a  select  com- 
mittee on *41 

RoberUon.  George,  of  Kentucky,  attended  -     434 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  amend    the 

Journal ^^^ 

speech  of,  on  Mr.   Clay's  South   America 

motion ^^^^ 

on  Mr.  Clay's  second  proposition        -  1082,  1090 
Roddy,  Alexander,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read   1240 
Rodriguez,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  -     681 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         -         -         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Rogers,  Thomas    J.,  of   Pennsylvania,   at- 
tended   

Roman  Catholic  Cathedral,  on  motion  of  Mr 
Hardin,   the    Committee   of  Ways   and 
Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  exempting  from  duty  ar- 
ticles imported  for  the,  at  Bardstown 
Ross,  Thomas  R.,  of  Ohio,  attended  - 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Parker's  motion  to  cor- 
rect the  Journal     •*■;"' 
on  the  Senate's  Missouri  resolution    - 
Rush.  Richard,  correspondence  of  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  Stale  .         .         -         -         - 
correspondence  of,  wilh  Lord  Castlereagh      1318, 
^  1 322 

Ryland,  Rev.  William,  a  message  from  the  Sen- 
ate that  they  have  elected,  as  Chaplain  -     446 

8 

Salaries,  a  bill   to  reduce,  Ac.  twice  read,  and 

referred 1041 

reported  without  amendment      ...   1209 
laid  on  the  table 121^ 

Salmon,  Manuel  (Jonzales,  letters  from,  to  Mr. 

Forsyth 1349,  1361 

Sandusky,  a  bill  authorizing  the  President  to  es- 
tablish a  port  of  entry  in  the  district  of, 
read  twice      ...--- 
read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  - 

Sands,  Austin  L.     (See  Stevens,  Ebenezer.) 

Sawyer,  Lemuel,  of  North  Carolina,  attended    - 

San  Fernando  and  Quiroga.  letter  from  the  Duke 
of,  to  Mr.  Forsyth  .         .         .         - 

Secretary  of  ihe  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  Librarian,  a  bill 
from  the  Senate  to  revive  and  continue 
in  force  the  act  fixing  the  compensation 
of  the,  twice  read  .  -  -  -  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Sedition  Law,  Mr.  Ross  submitted  a  resolution 
requesting  of  the  President  to  cause  to  be 
laid  before  the  House  the  names  of  all 
persons  prosecuted,  convicted,  &.C.,  under 
the 

Seminole  War,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 
of  the  officers  and  volunteers  in  the  late 
war,  twice  read,  and  referred 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement      .---.- 

Sergeant,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended 
sjKrech  of,  on  the  Missouri  resolution 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Lowndes    ...         - 
remarks  of.  on  Mr.  Archer's  reeolution  rela- 
tive to  Missouri       ....     737,  739 
on  Mr.  Clay's  South  America  resolution    -   1089 

Settle,  Thomas,  of  North  Carolina,  attended      -     640 


684 
685 

434 


-   1370 


1271 
1272 


682 


671 

800 

433 

517 
667 


ixi 


INDEX. 


Ixii 


House  Proceedings  and  Debates. 


Page. 


Settlen  on  Public  Lands,  Mr.  Bates  of  Arkansas 

presented  the  petition  of  the  Legislature 

of  that  territory,  praying  relief  for,  referred 

Seward,  Daniel,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read    - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         .         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         •         . 

Shafer,  Jacob,  the  adverse  report  on  the  petition 

of,  concurred  in 

Shaw,  Henry,  of  Massachusetts,  attended  • 
Shields,  Thomas,   and  others,   a  bill  from   the 
Senate  concerning,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred     

reported  without  amendment     .        .        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        •        . 
Sibley,   Solomon,  a  delegate  from  Michigan,  in 
place  of  William  Woodbridge,  resigned, 
produced  his  credentials,  6lc. 
Silsbee,  Nathaniel,  of  Massachusetts,  attended  - 
remarks  of,  on  receiving  bank  notes  in  pay- 
ment of  duties        •         .         .         .         . 
Simkins,  Eldred,  of  South  Carolina,  attended    - 
speech  of,  on  the  Military  Peace  Establish- 
ment      

on  the  Senate's  Missouri  resolution    - 
on  the  bill  to  reduce  salaries 
on  the  military  appropriations    .         -         . 
on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  same     - 
Sinking  Fund,  report  of  the  Commissioners  of 
the,  laid  on  the  table       .... 
copy  of  said  report     -         .         .         -         - 
Six  Nations,  Mr.  Gross  of  New  York  submitted 
a  resolution  requesting  information  of  the 
President  respecting  the  .         .         - 

agreed  to,    and  a  committee   appointed   to 

present  it 

a  Message  from  the  President  transmitting 

the  information 

Slave  Trade,  appointment  of  a  select  committee 

on  the 

Sloan,  John,  of  Ohio,  attended 

Slocumb,  Jesse,  of  North  Carolina,  attended 

Mr.  Smith  announced  the  death  of  • 
Smith,  Barnard,  of  New  York,  attended  - 
Smith,  Samuel,  of  Maryland  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  three  per  cent,  bill, 
on  Mr.  Cannon's  resolution        -         .        - 
on  the  bank  note  resolution         ... 
on  the  resolution  concerning  unsettled  bal- 

lancea    

on  the  military  appropriations  ... 
on  the  motion  to  amend  the  Journal  - 
on  the  reduction  of  the  Army  -  -  902,  905 
on  the  resolution  to  amend  the  Constitution  907 
on  Mr.  Clay's  South  America  resolution       1087, 

1089 
Smith,  Ballard,  of  Virginia,  attended 
Smith,  James  8.,  of  South  Carolina,  attended  - 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  amend  the 

Constitution 

mith,  William,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice  - 
Smyth,  Alexander,  of  Virginia,  attended   - 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  resolution 
on  Mr.  Cobb's  resolutions 
Soldiers  recruited,  Mr.  Tracy  submitted  a  reso- 
lution directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
report  the  number  of      -         -        -        - 
considered  and  agreed  to  - 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  reply  - 
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Somerset  Agricultural  Society,  Maine,  Mr.  Cush 
man  presented  the  memorial  of  the,  re- 
ferred     

South  American  States,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay 
the  resolution  of  last  session  for  a  mission 
to  certain,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 

of  the  Whole 

failure  of  the  motion  to  add  an  appropria- 
tion        

Mr.  Clay  submitted  another  resolution 
the  first  clause  of,  agreed  to       •         -         - 
the  second  agreed  to,  and  a  committee 
pointed  to  present  it  to  the  President 
report  of  said  committee    -        • 
Southard,  Henry,  of  New  Jersey,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  bank  note  payments     - 
Spain,  a  Message  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  rat- 
ified treaty  with 

a   bill    for   carrying  into   effect  the  treaty 
with,  twice  read     ..... 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor, 
read  twice,  and  referred  ... 

reported  without  amendment     ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
sundry  documents  relating  to  the  treaty  with  1337 
Speaker,  extraordinary  balloting  for  a        -    435,  438 
remarks  of  the,  from  the  Chair,  on  the  mo- 
tion to  amend  the  Journal      ... 
Special  Depositee,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury  with  a  statement  of  the 
Stunding  Committees,  on   motion  of  Mr.  Little 
the,  were  appointed        .... 
Standing  Rules,  Mr.  Storrs  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion to  amend  the  18ih,  of  the 
agreed  to,  and  the  rule  annulled 
Staniford,  Thomas,  the  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole 

Stearne,  John.     [See  Bartlett,  William.) 

Stephenson,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Cook  submitted  a 
resolution  instructing  the  Committee  of 
Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  authorizing,  to  locate  a  certain 
piece  of  land  ..... 

the  resolution  negatived     -        -        -        - 
Stevens,  James,  of  Connecticut,  attended 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Fuller's  resolution 
on  Mr.  Clay's  resolution    .... 
Stevens,  Ebenezer,  and  Austin  L.  Sands,  a  bill 
from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of 
twice  read,  and  referred      .... 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
Stipp,  John,  adverse  report  on   the  petition  of, 
concurred  in  .         .         -         .         - 

Storrs,  Henry  R.,  of  New  York,  attended 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  resolution 
remarks  on  bank  notes  in  payment  of  duties 
on  the  military  appropriations    - 
on  Mr.  Archer's  resolution         .         .         - 
on  amendment  of  the  Constitution     - 
on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Columbia  Col- 
lege      -         -        *.",'.■ 
on  the  amended  Missouri  resolution 

Street,  Randall  S.,  of  New  York,  attended 

Strong,  William,  of  Vermont,  attended     - 

Strong,  James,  of  New  If nrk,  attended     - 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  resolution 

on  the  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
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Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  documents  re- 
lating to  the  negotiations  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  ...  1313,  1469 

Swartwoot,  Robert,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice -   1246 

read  the  third  time,  and   passed         •         -  1293 

Swearingen,  Thomas  V.,  of  Virginia,  attended     433 


Tariff,   Mr.   Kinsley   presented   the   petition   of 
merchants  of  Belfast,  prajing  that  no  al- 
teration may  be  made   in   the  existing, 
referred  ...... 

sundry  petitions  presented  against  an  in- 
crease of  the  -         .         -         .         - 
Mr.  Whitman  presented  a  memorial  from 
Maine  against  the  proposed    ... 
Ttrr,  Christian,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended 
Taxing  of  certain  lands,  a  bill  to  authorize  the. 

within  the  new  States,  twice  read 
Taylor,  John  W.,  of  New  York,  attended 

the  election  of,  as  Speaker  of  the  House  on 

the  22d  ballot 

bis  address  thereupon         .... 
on   motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  a  vote  of  thanks 

was  given  to 

address  of,  on  adjourning  the  House 
Tenill,  George  W.,  of  Georgia,  attended 
Thomas,  Major  General  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of, 

twice  read 

Tomlinson,  Gideon,  of  Connecticut,  attended    - 
speech  of,  on  the  reduction  of  the  Army 
on   the  report   of  the  select  committee  of 
thirteen  on  the  Missouri  resolution 
Tompkins,  Caleb,  of  New  York,  attended 
Tompkins,  Daniel   D.,  declared    to  be    elected 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States 
the  oath  of  office  administered  to         .         - 


447 

466 

641 
436 

1262 
433 

438 
438 

1295 

1302 

465 

863 
433 

912 

1094 
433 

1164 
1312 


532 

1190 

1241 

1246 

434 


474 
677 


Tonnage  of  British  and  American  vessels,  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  statements  of  the  number  and, 
cleared  for  the  L'nited  States  from  Ber- 
muda, Bahama,  and  the  West  Indies 

Townsend,  Charles,  and  Jonas  Williams,  adverse 
report  on  the  petition  of,  concurred  in 

Tracey,  Albert  H.,  of  New  York,  attended 

Trading-houses  with  Indian  Tribes,  a  bill  from 
the  Senate  to  continue  in  force  the  act 
establishing,  read  twice,  and  referred 


Treasury,  War,  &c. — continued.  Page 

letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  re- 
ply          

a  bill  further  to  amend  the  severnl  acts  re- 
lating to  the,  twice  read  ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading-         ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Trimble,  David,  of  Kentucky,  attended     - 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Cocke's  resolution  con- 
cerning the  expedition  up  the  Miasouri 
river,  Ac. 

on  the  anti-taritr  memorials        ... 

on  receiving  bank  notes  in  payment  of 
duties '     -       694,  696 

on  the  military  appropriations   •        -        -     712 

on  Mr.  Parker's  motion  to  amend  the  Jour- 
nal         

speech  of,  on  the  reduction  of  the  Army     - 

remarks  of,  on  his  amendment  to  the  bill 
fixing  the  Military  Peace  Establishment 

on  the  Naval  Peace  Establishment    • 

on  tbi  f;lectoral  vote  of  Missouri 
Tucker,  Otorge,  of  Virginia,  attended 
Tucker,  Starling,  of  South  Carolina,  attended  • 
Tucker,  Samuel,  a  bill  from   the   Senate  for  re- 
lief of  

twice  read,  and  referred      .... 

reported  with  an  amendment,  and  the  third 
reeding  rejected     ..... 

vote  reconsidered,  and  the  bill  amended 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Tyler,  John,  of  Virginia  ,  attended     ... 

Kpeech  of,  on  the  anti-tariff  memorials 

on  the  Missouri  resolution 

on  Mr.  Clay's  South  America  resolution    - 

Tyler,  Benjamin  and  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of. 

twice  read 
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v.^       reported  without  amendment 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •         .         . 

Transfer  of  Balances,  a  bill  authorizing  a,  twice 

read,  and  referred  .         -         .         -         - 

reported  with  an  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading-         .         -         . 

read  the  third  time,  and  recommitted 

Transmission  of  Public  Moneys,  on   motion  of 

Mr.  Trimble  the   Committee  on   Public 

Lands  were  instructed  to   inquire  what 

further  provision  ought  to  be  made  for 

the  safe,  frorp  the  several  land  offices 

Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Department,  on  mo- 

^  tion  of  Mr.  Storrs  the   Secretary  of  the 

^^  Treasury  was   directed  to  communicate 

V*  *  to   the    House    the    amount   of  moneys 

■F  drawn  from  the  Treasury  by  the  War 

^^  and  Navy  Departments,  respectively,  for 

^*  the  past  year,  &c.           .         -        .        . 
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Udree,  Daniel,  of  Pennsylvania,  in  place  of 
Joseph  Heister,  resigned,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat  ..... 
the  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  en- 
closing authentic  returns  of  the  election  of 

Uniform  System  of  Bankruptcy,  a  bill  from  the 
Senate  to  establish  a,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred   -..-.. 
reported  without   amendment,  and  laid  on 
the  Ubie 

United  Agricultural  Society  of  Virginia,  a  re- 
port on  the  memorial  of  the  - 

United  States  and  Canada,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Mallary  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
request  of  the  President  information  as 
to  the  progress  made  by  the  commission- 
ers in  establishing  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween the 

United  States  and  France,  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  state- 
ments showing  the  tonnage  of  vessels  of 
the        -         -         -         .         ... 

ITnited  States  Naval  Fraternal  Association,  Mr. 
Silsbee  presented  the  petition  of  the,  re- 
ferred     

a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  twice  read    - 

Unlading  of  Vessels,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to 
extend  the  time  for  the,  twice  read 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         .         . 
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House  Proceedings  and  Debates. 


Unsatisfied  Bounty  Land  Claims,  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  with  a  state- 
ment of  the  number  of - 

Unsettled  Balances,  Mr.  Warfield  submitted  a 
resolution  for  printing  5,000  copies  of  the 
Comptroller's  list  of,  Ac. 

Upham,  Nathaniel,  of  New  Hampshire,  at- 
tended 
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(See    Luana   of 


Vaccine   Institution,  the  bill  of  last  session  to 
incorporate  the,  read  twice     ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Van  Rensselaer,   Solomon,  of  New   York,  at- 
tended ---.-.. 
Virginia  Military  Land  Warrants,   a  bill  to  ex- 
tend the  time  for  locating,  twice  read 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Private 

Land  Claims 

reported   with    amendments,  and  again  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Vives,  General,  credential  letter  of,  to  President 
the  full  powers  of,  as  Envoy  Extraordinary 
and    Minister    Plenipotentiary    for    His 

(Catholic  .Majesty 

correspondence  of,  with  the  Secretary  of  State 

W. 

Wadsworth,    Colonel  Decius 

/'ott'der.) 
Wager,  Catharine,  a  bill  forrelief  of,  twice  read. 

and  laid  on  the  table      ....  i284 
Walker,  Felix,  oi  North  Carolina,  attended       .     434 
speech  of,  on  the  reduction  of  the  Army     -     865 
on  Mr.  Clay's  South  America  resolution    -  1083 
Wallace,  James  M,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended     433 
War  and  Navy  Departments,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Lowndes  the   Committee    of  Ways  and 
Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  law  which 
directs    the    manner   in   which    money 
shall   be   drawn   from   the   Treasury,   for 
the  expenditures  of  the  -         -         -     734 

Warfield,  Henry  R.,  of  Maryland,  attended       -    433 
remarks  of,  on   his   resolution   concerning 

unsettled  balances  -         -         .         .     702 

on  the  motion  to  amend  the  Journal  -      842,  851 
Washington,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing 

the  sale  of  certain  grounds  in  the  city  of  1035 
twice  read  and  referred      ....   1055 
reported  with  an  amendment     -        .         -  1218 
Washington  Turnpike  Road  Company  of  Mary, 
land,  the  committee  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  of  last  session  to  repeal  the  act  au- 
thorizing the,  to  extend  their  road  through 
the  District,  recommend  its  rejection,  and 
the  bill  was  rejected       -         -         .         .     984 
Ways  and  Means,  appointment  of  the  standing 

Committee  of 439 

discharge  of  the  committee        .         -         .1271 
Webster,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read     -     969 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .     977 

Weed,  Seth,  the  petition  of,  was  referred  to  the 

Secretary  of  War 702 

Weights  and  Measures,  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  with  his  report  on       -         -  1216 
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Wendover,  Peter  H.,  of  New  York,  attended    - 
West  India  Commerce,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ful- 
ler a  committee  was  appointed  to  request 
information  of  the  President  what  naval 
force  had  been  employed  for  the  protec- 
tion of  oar     ---... 
a  Message  from  the  President  in  reply 
West   Point  Academy,  Mr.   Cannon  moved  a 
resolution  concerning     .... 
amended,  and  referred  to  the   Secretary  of 

War      - 

Wheeling  Road,  Mr.  Herrick  submitted  a  reso. 
lution  concerning  the  -  .  .  . 
a  Message  from  the  President  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the,  and  Mr.  H.'s  resolution  was 
withdrawn  --.... 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  supplementary  to  the 
act  to  appoint  Commissioners  to  lay  out, 

&c.  the,  read 

Whitehead,  William,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

relief  of 

Whitman,  Ezckiel,  of  Massachusetts,  attended 
remarks  of,  on  the  proposition  to  amend  the 
Constitution  ..... 

Williams,  Jonas.     (See  Townsend,  Charles.) 
Williams,  James.     (See  Gooding,  John.) 
Williams,  Jared,  of  Virginia,  attended 
Williams,  Lewis,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  - 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  fix  the  Military 
Peace  Establishment      .... 
on  the  reduction  of  the  Army     -        -        . 
Willis,    Henry,    on    motion    of  Mr.    Campbell, 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  amending  the  act  for  relief  of 
the  legal  representatives  of    - 
a  bill  to  amend  the  same,  twice  read  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         .         . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        . 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, and  agreed  to       -         .        -        . 
Wood,  Silas,  of  New  York,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  proposition  to  amend  the 

Constitution gg- 

on  Mr.  Clay's  South  America  resolution     -   1081 

Y. 
Yeas  and  Nays,  on  the  third  reading  of  the  reso- 
lution to  amend  the  Constitution    -        -     504 
on  recommitting  the  Missouri  resolution     -     574 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same         -         .     669 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 

Daniel  McDuff 680 

on  laying  on  the  table  Mr.  Archer's  Missouri 

resolution 742 

on  considering  the  same  ...  797,  802 
on  Mr.  Cobb's  motion  to  amend  the  Journal  844 
on  Mr.  Warfield's  motion  to  reconsider  the 

same 864 

on  Mr.  Barbour's  motion  to  insert  certain 

words 856 

on  Mr.  Reed's  resolution  respecting  the  cor- 
rection of  the  Journal    ....     862 
on  ordering  the  bill  for  reducing  the  Military 

Peace  Establishment  to  a  third  reading  -  933 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -  -  937 
on  amending  the  bill  for  relief  of  the  family 

of  the  late  Commodore  Perry  -  -  938 
on  ordering  the  same  to  a  third  reading      -     938 
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Public  Acts  and  Resolutions. 


Yeas  and  Nays— continued. 


on  Mr.  Eustis's  resolution  to  admit  Missouri 
on  the  reaolution  to  amend  the  Constitution 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Columbia  College    -        -         - 

on  amending  the  Missouri  resolution    1024, 

on  the  amended  resolution  relating  to  a  Na 
val  Peace  Establishment 

on  Mr.  Clay's  renewed  motion  for  a  Minis- 
ter to  South  America     .         -         .         - 

on  the  first  clause  of  Mr.  Clay's  secoml  prop- 
gition  relating  to  South  America     - 

on  the  second  clause  of  the  same 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  thirteen  on  the  Senate's 
Missouri  resolution        .         -        -        - 

on  amending  the  same       -         .         -         - 

on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  reject  the  report      - 

on  ordering  the  resolution  of  the  select  com- 
mittee to  a  third  reading 

on  reconsidering  the  last  vote     -         -         - 

on  ordering  it  to  a  third  reading,  after  re 
consideration  *         "         "         *      . 

on  the  resolution  touching  the  vote  of  Mis- 
souri, for  President,  &c.  .        .         - 

on  a  motion  to  adjourn      .        -         •         - 

on  amending  the  bill  to  change  the  mode  of 
paying  the  Army  -         -         -         -         - 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 
Commodore  Tucker       .         -         -        - 
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Yeas  and  Nays— continued.  Page. 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  to  re- 
duce salaries  -  .  -  .  - 
on  Mr.  Clay's  resolution  for  a  joint  com- 
mittee on  Missouri  .  -  .  - 
on  amending  the  Land  bill  .  -  - 
on  the  previous  question  -  -  •  - 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  joint  resolution 

to  admit  Missouri 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 
on  amending  the  bill  to  reduce  the  Army    - 
on  striking  out   the   provision  for  a  Major 
General  ...--- 

on  amending  the  Land  Relief  bill 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Bankrupt 

bill 

on  laying  the  same  on  the  table 
on  the  appropriation  for  an  arsenal  at  Au- 
gusta      

on  the  appropriation   at   Mobile  Point 

on  the  appropriation  for  an  arsenal  at  Dau 

phin  Island    -         .         -         -         - 
on  amending  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  for 

the  gradual  increase  of  the  Navy    - 
on  taking  up   for  consideration  the  Bank- 
rupt bill 
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PvUic  Acts  nnd  Resolutions. 


an  act  making  appropriations  for  the  year  '        '         '        '         *  ^^^^ 

1821-         -         .         .         .         .         _j  gQg  -         8. 

Missouri,  a  resolution  providing  for  the  adrais-  '  Sandusky,  an  act  to  establish  a  port  of  entry  in 


. 


Yellow  Stone  Expedition,  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  contracts  with  Colonel  James 
Johnson  for  transportation  of  the     -         -  1266 


PUBLIC  ACTS  AND  RESOLUTIONS. 


-  1789 


1829 


-  1792 


f  A.  Page 

Alabama,  an  act  to  alter  the  time  for  holding  the 

district  court  of      -         -         -         - 
Arkansas,  an  act  to  authorize  the  President  to 

remove  the  land  oflBce  in  the  district  of 

Lawrence  county  in  the  Territory  of 
C. 
Columbia  College,  an  act  to  incorporate  the 

D. 
Debentures  on  Loaf  Sugar,  an  act  authorizing 

collectors  to  pay     -         -         -         -         " 
District  of  Columbia,  an  act  to  alter  the  times 

for  holding  courts  in       -         -         -         - 
District  Court  of  Louisiana,  an  act  to  authorize 

the  clerk  of  the,  to  appoint  a  deputy 

E. 
Entry  of  Merchandise,  an  act  further  to  regulate 

the 

F. 
Five  Millions,  an  act  authorizing  the  President 

to  borrow  a  sum  not  exceeding 
Foreign  Coins,  an  act  to  continue  in  force  the 

act  to  regulate  the  currency  of 

Fourth  Census,  an  act   to  amend   the  act  for 

taking  the     -        -        -        -         •        • 

French  Ships  and  Vessels,  an  act  to  release,  from 

the  operation  of  the  act  to  impose  a  new 

-tonnage  duty,  &c. 


1813 
1790 


-   1822 


-   1811 


-   1808 


1814 
1829 


-  1820 


G.  Page. 

Ghent,  an  act  establishing  the  salaries  of  com- 
missioners and  agents  under  the  treaty  of  1812 

Government,  an  act  making  appropriations  for 

support  of  the,  for  the  current  year         -   1799 

I. 
Illinois,  an  act  to  provide  for  paying  the  State  of, 
three  per  cent,  on  the  net  amount  of  pub- 
lic lands  sold  within  the  State         -         -   1789 
an  act  confirming  the  location  of  the  scat  of 
government  of 1811 

J. 
Jails,  a  resolution  providing  for,  in  certain  cases  1830 

L. 

Land  WarranU,  an  act  to  regulate  the  loca- 
tion of -  1819 

Lighthouses,  an  act  to  authorize  the  build- 
ing of -   1828 

Longitude  of  the  Capitol,  a  resolution  authoriz- 
ing the  President  to  cause  astronomical 
observations  to  be  made  to  ascertain  the  -   1831 


Military  EsUblishment,  an  act  to  reduce  and  fix 

the 1798 

Military  Land  Warrants,  an  act  to  extend   the 

time  for  issuing  and  locating         -         -   1813 


sion  of jggQ  .  the  district  of 2Q2i 

T,^-  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House 

V-«„  ..,      .       I  '  '    ■    ■  i  ^^  Representatives,  an  act  to  revive  and 

X>avy,  an  act  making  appropriations  for  the       -   1807  j  continue  in  force  the  act  fixing  the  com- 

an  act  to  amend  the  act  to  provide  for  the  i  pensation  of  the     -         -         .  1922 

gradual  increase  of  the  ....   1820  ;  Spain,  an  act  for  carrying  into   execution   the' 


New  York,  an  act  to  alter  the  time  for  holding 
#  the    district    court   in   the    northern  dis- 


trict of 


treaty  of  1819  with 
T. 


1809 


Northumberland  County,  Virginia,  an  act  to 
authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  sell  and  convey  a  tract  of  land  in         -   1821 

P. 
Poarl  River,  an  act  to  establish  the  district  of    -  1811 
Post  Roads,  an   act   to  alter  and   establish  cer- 

tain       -----..   1822 
Process  in  the  Court*  of  the  I'nited  States,  an 

act  to  regulate i822 

Public  Buildings,  an  act  making  appropriations 

<ofthp 18,3 


-    1829 

:  Trading  Houses  with  Indian  Tribes,  an  act  to 


continue  in  force  the  act  establishing      -   1820 
U. 
Unlading  of  Vessels,  an  act  to  extend  the  time 

for  Ihe 1814 

V. 

Virginia  Military  Land  Warrants,  an  act  to  ex- 
tend the  time  for  locating       -        .        -  1791 
W. 

Willis,  Henry,  an  act  to  amend  the  act  for  relief 

of  the  representatives  of  -        .        .   1790 


\ 


